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Tho Victor:l.'a 3titus of .. Worien . 
Action Group was formed in 1971 in 
ordc!' to work for the implementat-
1:on of tho Repqrt of the· _Royal Com
mission on the Status of \'lomen; to 
foster public knowledge of the 
rights and status of women and to 
promote full participation of women 
in social, economic and politic~l 
life. 

SWAG is a voluntary group, reg
istered as a society, with an ex
ecutive elected yearly. 

ADDRr.:ss: P.O. Box 629G, Stn. C, 
Victoria, B,C. V8P 515 

*********************************** 

Acting President: 
MJ.y: Susan Slatkoff 
June: Alice Albert 
July/Aug: Ccithy Mountain 
Sept.: Josephine Payno-

O'Connor 
Oct.: Gwen fuvin 

477-3585 
382-1536 
381-6349 

595-7802 
3e3-2502 

Vio~-President (programmes) 
Lois Vickery 
552 Victoria Ave. 
598-170/, V8S 4M6 

Vice-President (projects-media) 
Susan Slatkoff 
1422 ,'/endo Rd, 
477-3585 V8P J T5 

Secretary (correspondence) 
Pam Hogan 
1315 Minto St, 
382-9896 V8S 1P3 

Secretary (recording) (until Sept) 
Elzby Jaswinski 
1576 Yal" St, 
595-5745 veR 5N4 

Treanurer 
Elaine Forsey 
201 - 429 Linden Ave , 
384-5019 Vl)'T l,G2 

Membership Chair 
Rea Knelson 
202 - 804 Esquimal t Rd, 
368-9682 V911 3M4 

~********************************** 

COMMITTEES 
Members arB encouraged to focus 

their energies on one or more com
mittees. This is where the real 
work of SWAG goes on, You need not 
be an expert. Call one of the chair
people and offer your services. 

CHAIRPE0PLE 

Family Law Gwen fu.vin 
383-2502 

Education Avis Rasmussen 
598-3188 

Human Rights Norrie Preston 
598-1390 

Health 

Labour 

Cathy Mountain 
381-6349 

Diana Bu:t,ler 
59!l-6964 

Feminist History Alice Albert 
382-1536 

Archives 

Newsletter 

Editor 

Typist 

A '.lice Albert 

Editorial Board 
Shirley Nordstrom 
Lois Vickery 
Alice Ages 

Shirley Nordstrom 
386-4467 

Joan Pear son 
477-8206 

fmi1BER3HIP Entitles you to a sub
scription to S'v{AG NEWS - a complete
ly volunteer effort dependent upon 
your contributions •••• poems, 
articles, opinions, reports. 
ALL FEMINIST MATERIAL WELCOME. 
********************************* 

MEETINGS/,/ORKSHOPS S,IAG meetings 
are held the fourth Monday of each 
month (except when it falls on a 
holiday) at the James Bay Commun
ity Center, 140 Osw~go St., 
Mcatint; Room II, 8:00 p.m, 

lf****"lt-*********lt***************** 
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I . '. es~~ Gslm~&E f/11/~uTttMIM, 
~ept. 2::! 8:00 p.m. SWAG Ceaeral Meeting 

Speaker: Alice A3es -
"Enotional Self Defeace11 

,Tames Ilay Coma..mity Centre 

Sep::.. 24 7:30 p.m. Divorce Life Line 
Speaker: La.uyer Carol Huddard 

Sept. 25 11!-'rom Fe.·1L1ine to Feminist" 
1st of sb: sessions led by 
Josephine Payne-0' Conner. 
Re<i;ister UVIC EKtension 

Oct. 1 

·)ct. 7 

Dct. 27 

Oct. 27 

Nov. 

HOTZ: Concerned women who wisi.1 
to attend t '1e hospital board 
meetinR and vote for a pro
choice candidate are excused 
from the first session. 

7:30 p.n. Fem.b.ist History Group 
Speaker: Ro!, Pazdro -- "ArJtes 

Deans Cameron -- Educator, 
Author and Adventurer" 

Meet at 453 Uoss St. (A.Albert, 
382-1536 

Si.JAG Executive Ueeting at Lois' 
598-1704 

C.e.cile Rape Trial 
Call 383-3232 or )f:3-5545 for 
info. See A.T1nouncene-.1ts 

SWAG General Meeting 
:?hysical Self Defence 

Fall Conference 11Hetworking for 
the 80' s" Call i)iana Butler 
598-6964 for preregistration 
infomation 

Rape-Assault Volunteer Tra ining continues 
through October and Hovember. Call N<Y-·1 
for inforna:tion and registration 
383-3232 or 333-5545 

Cecile nape Trial: A namber of wmen 
attended the prelic.iuary hearing on this 
case. The fe;niaist presence was excitinP, 
and provoking. Cecile has elected trial 
'>y judr.e and jury in Supre~ Court. The 
women of Victoria will be there. If you 
can sit :in on October 27 call 383-3232 or 
383-5545 for informatio-:i. and time. 

Ibrnen ' s Studies are available at UV!C. 
Full credit or non-credit. C.all C.On:1ie 
Rooke, :?.nglish Department or Paddi 
Tsurami , '1fatory Department. 

Job Opportunities: Due to other comnit
ments El.zby is leavinP, her position as 
Recordi;1c-; Secretary and Susan her posi
tion as Vice-'?resident - Projects. Due 
to illness P.ae has been forced to give 
up her positioa as mer.1bership ch3ir. 

SHAG He rabers, if you have always 
t houp.:ht you would like to be more involved 
THIS IS TIJE TIHE. The re:?1ab.inr, handful 
of l-x>rking me:nbers cannot fulfill the 
priorities outlined at the be ginning of 
the year. If you t !tink ioonthly meetin'1s, 
annual conf erences and regular publica
tions are important to the \lo:nen of 
Victoria -- TO YOU - then you must share 
the loac!. Thanks. 

Newsletter: If the Meusletter over t he 
~nths seems thin or delivery 
sporadic - hold on . Your editor is 
travelling and there may be so;n.e produc
tion pro'!Jlems -- but what you get you 
will love. 



lo~ t\r T\4E l11Euv 
- . ·~ . the- 8th- tl¼,vw11,l 

WOMEN AS PARENTS 

REVAMPING Tf!E HOME 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

AGAINST MIND BINDING 

WOMEN & SANITY 

DAUGHTERS OF THE EARTf! (RELIGION) 

SAVING THE EARTH (ECOLOGY & CONSERVATION) 

FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA 

POVERTY & POWER 

FEMIN I ZI NG UNIONS 

BUILDING UN IONS 

RADICAL FEMINISM 



LEIIEBS 
Dear Sisters: 

Due to time pressures caused by other 
cocmitments I find that I have been doin3 
very little in my position as Vice 
President of SHAG. Rather than continue 
ou with minimal input, and after a rrreat 
deal of soul-searchinr;, I have decided to 
resip;n my post. 

I intend to remain an active member of 
SWAG and will continue workfae in the 
Wor:ien' s ?bvement in Victoria. I hope to 
see many of you at the next general 
meetbR. 

Dear l:Octen: 

Respectfully, 
Susan Slatkoff 

!'l!!ase find the enclosed cheque for 
one subscription for SWAG f'l"a13azinc for 
one year. 

Thank you for all the complimentary 
issues I've read at various places and 
especially thank you for all the hard work 
and heart you put into your publication. 

In Sisterhood 
Lou IJolL:ind 

Dear Shirley Nordstro!:l: 

I was h:>rrified to hear o:i enc Radio 
this mrni."lg that · Supreme Court Jud r,e 
Bora Laskin has ruled that a rape victim 
must still attest to her former sexual 
conduct in carrera "so as to protect the 
rights of the accused," This treatcent 
of women as chattel property takes us 
right back to the Middle A?:es. I su~,mest 

· that any woJl!ell so treated should emulate 
her sisters of the W::>men' s Suffra,:ze 
Movement at the tum of t he century, and 
risk contempt of court char~es and jail 
rather than vut up with it. (Perhaps 
this might allow rapists to be let off: 

it is however a crime growing in magnitude 
;•:;.d it makes it all too dacnably obvious 
which sex is running this country,) 

I enclose a cheque for $5. 00 for your 
bulletin, and hope that this is adequate. 
I intend also to write to oy M.P., who 
has in the past expressed concern over 
a woman's right to walk to the comer 
mailbox unmolested. 

Yours , 
Alison McAdam 

An Open Letter for Circulation to the 
Feminist Community of Victoria 

On July 26, 1 980, the women's commu
nity of Victoria staged a march to "take 
back the night. 11 While there, I asked 
for support for a similar deroonstration 
in Nana inn that was to take place on 
August 2, l98Q. Support was assured 
slx.luld it be possible to change the date 
from the 2nd to the 9th as that weeke..r1d 
,,,as t he same as the Vancouver Island 
H:u:!len' s Festival. The change uas made 
in anticipation of a good turnout of 
vJOmen from Victoria. lie needed your 
support. My question is a simple one. 
WHERE tJE.ttE YOU? 

Nanaioo has ·an extraordinarily high 
number of assaults on uomen but the 
consciousness of the issue is very low 
in this city. In addition, Nanaim:, has 
never before had a women's march arou.'ld 
any issue. It took a great deal of 
courage for the small number of women 
who appeared on Au,'!,Ust 9 to be there at 
all. We did receive a telegram of 
support from Vancouver Rape Relief and 
that had a very uplifting effect. Sut 
t P.e re was nothiu~ from Island com:nunities. 

He, as fe:ninists, surely have some 
obligation to be there for wone11 wb::, are 
not in our space to help and to encourage. 



If we, as feminists, continue to isolate 
ourselves in some kind of elitism, 
c:ianges will never happen. All we se'?;m to 
be do ing is rteetinf" with fe1~ia.ists, 
talking with feminists, encourar.ing our 
own feminists aOOut f.eminiso. Preaching 
to the co.1.verted doesn't do anythfap,. 

I am fundamentally d::eappoi.ited - -
OOth personally and politically. 

Yours sL•cerely, 
Ruth Lea Taylor, 
Nanairoo 

Dear concerned citizens and friends: 

The outcome of the trial of HARGAT:ZT 
HARSH in September USO will have a major 
bearinp; on the future of pc.rents' freedom 
to choose their birth attendant and place 
of birth. MARGARET MAR.Sil is charged by 
the College of Physiciat1.s and Surp,eons 
with practicing Midwifery witrnut a medi
cal licence. .The B. C. Hedial Act pre
sently empowers the Colle~e to i;overn the 
p :act ice of Nidwifery. 

I r. the Province of B, C. preference 
for hpme births is a Rrowinp. alternative 
to hospi tal births and must be recornized 
as a credible choice for parents, for 
women who are choosin~ their place of 
birth and birth attendants for physical, 
spiri tual and e100tional reasons. 

HARGA.i.1.ET l1ARSH was responding to a need 
which the College refuses to allow doctors 
and midwives to meet. There is a basic 
contradiction in a situation where doc
tors insist they are the only ones woo 
.-:an deliver babies and yet they refuse to 
go to home births. Canada is the 011.ly 
indus trialized nation of the western 
-world that has no provision for special
ists in healthy childbirth. 

MARGARET' s trial is set for September 
22 - 26, 19011 in Victoria aad will be the 
first drn.e the issue of 11i.dwifery has 
come before a Canadian Court. A compre
hensive defence is planned with Vancouver 
Lawyer Peter Leask. The cost of the Court 
cas~ Jefence is projected at over five 
tlx>usand dollars. 

We need your !IKlral, spiritual and 
importantly your practical financial 
support to challenge the view of the 
Colieze of Physicbtls and Surgeons that 

only phys icians shoulJ assist in normal 
childbirth. A ruling in favour of 
M.o\.F.GA~T MARSH would be an important 
victory for :tidwives and :nothers who 
are fighting for the right to have the 
kind of births they want. 

Please send your donations to : 

Margaret Harsh Defence Fun<l Trust 
Account #608331 

Vancouver City Savings Credit Union 
1030 West Broadway 
Va.11.couver, B. C. V6H 1E6 

Please call 526-1493 or 734-3938 or 
write 118, 1937 West 2nd Ave., Vancouver, 
B. C. V6,J 1J2 for more infomation. Your 
concern i s needed. 

Yours sincerely, 
Carol Street 
Coordinator 
Friends of Ma r 3aret Hars1' 

Dear Cathy Mountain: 

Further to our conversation of Tues
day August 19th, I am enclosin~ a short 
suillllflry of. the exchange sitter idea. I 
do not pretend to have all the answers, 
but then I haven't !leard all the ques
tions yet! 

People are thoughtful (P.A.T.) will 
1.>c an exchanr:e sitter service, providing 
parents with a suitable mature sitter, 
free of charge. l.Ve ryoae has a need 
for "time out," Em hour or more, with 
no questions asked. P.A.T. will give 
parents time out and will enable 
replacement of that valuable time, by 
help fog someone else. 

Some of us are in the position that 
sitter's fees are beyond our budgets. 
By simply sittfap; for someone else in 
P.A. T., me:n.bers ~ill be accunulating 
hours for credit to their own time 
account, and it will not have cost any 
money. 

The following questionnaire is a 
sample of what I propose to ask in a 
survey. I wuld encourap;e everyone to 
fill it out whether a parent or not, 
for anyone can sit. 

If after the survey, the response 
indicates that SWAG members are interested 
I would be willing to serve in any 
capacity of the service. 

' 



3xao?le of Survey: 

1. Hame 
2, Address 
3, TElephone Ho. 
4. Children: names, gender, aee 
5, Own transportation or other 
6. Single parent or other 
7, Arc you willin?, or able to replacethe 

hours by sittin,; for another nenber? 
: 8 , How often would you require this 

service per week hours 
per JTIOnth ____ hours 

3, Hould you sit in your home 
or other home--

10. l1hat h:>urs would you require~ 
service a .m. 

___p.m. 
11. What day would you prefer to have the 

service 
12. What day~ available? 
13. lfuat •district 1'3 rost suitable for you? 
14. Do yOu prefer a male or female sitter? 
15. If un'able to replace hours, what 

selVice could you provide as an 
exchange? (i.e . typin~ for sitter, 
sewing, etc.) 

16. If you are willing to sit, but do not 
require the service, wh.J.t ,;,'Ould you 
consider a fair exchanr,e for your 
time? 

Even as I re read \:hat I have writ ten I 
eee room for improvement, but as I men
tioned earlier, I haven't heard all the 
questions yet. 

I also realize th..1.t rny writing does 
not keep up with my racing mind, but I 
think there is very little need to go on 
to explanations as to why this type of 
service is needed. 

Please take this proposal into serious 
consideration, and pleese phone me .at 
386-4326 anytimg. 

T."lank you 
Beverley Anne Kruithof 

~km, Jean Cretian 
Minister of Justice 

Dear Hr. Chretien: 

\le are appalled at the recent Supreme 
Court ruling · ,hich will require victims of 
rape to, once again, be interrogated about 
t!-ieir past sexual conduct at in-ca-:tcra 

court hearin.c;s. This is a regressive and 
discriminatory move that will, once again, 
see the victi~ ''put on trial . 11 

The manipulation, by the defense, of 
this tactic, to impun;n the credibility 
of the victim and arouse sympathy for 
the accused, is coUlllOn knowledge, and 
constitutes a blatant a nd cont!Dptible 
mockery of justice. 

Furthermore, a woman's past sexual 
con :luct is entirely irrelevant to the 
issue of the violent sexual assault 
against her will for which she is seeki..11e 
"justice," The fact that a woman maY 
have willfagly at some time in the past 
had a number of sexual p.rtners does not 
excuse her attacker from violating her 
forecefully. 

This, together with the recent rulinc 
on "reasonable doubt re consent" (i.e. 
the rapist sincerely believed she was 
consenting), suggests to us that the 
judicial system is leanin~ over backwards 
for the rights of the accused; and b 
the process, tramplin~ the rights of 

Hust wmen have to display cuts and 
bruises in order to have "credibility" 
in the court room? This attitude is 
re~ressive and misogynistic, and will 
not be tolerated by the women of Canada. 

Yours truly, 
Pamela L. lbP,an 
C.01reapondin .~ Secretary 

cc: Hon. Lloyd Axworthy 
Minister Responsible for Status of 

t·bmen 

Allan McKinnon, HP 

Mr. Robert A. aarchand 
l1anagin p; Editor 
Victoria Leisure Uews 

Dear Mr. Harchand: 

I am writin~ with regard to an offen
sive and tasteless· photograph which 
appeared in the mSt rec"ent issue of your 
paper. 

I am referrin~ to the full-colour, 
half-page "crotch-sOOt" of a bikinied 
woman on your lower front page. This 



photograi,h is demeaning to the women of 
Victoria and in extremely poor taste. It 
corweys the not-so-subtle messaee that 
w::ie.n are leisure activities. t-le find 
this offensive and insulting. You '-Ould 
do well to remember, Mr. l-iarchand, that 
women are not mindless sex objects. 

The kind of fra3mentation and objecti
fication utilized in the offending photo 
is identical to methods comm::,nly use.d by 
pornographers to det•ean -women. Hhether 
or not your intention wao to portray 
"1Dmen as mere !;;ex objdcts, we trust you 
vill put t!IC>re thought into your selection 
of material in th~ future, 

Dear Ms. !bgan: 

Yours truly, 
Pamela L. lDgan 
Correspondin~ Secretary 

Thank you for your letter advising of 
the protest by the "f.niehts of Columbus" 
aeninst the expenditure of tax nxmey for 
abortions. 

He foruarded your letter last week to 
Lorenne Clark. Chair of the HAC Justice 
Committee, for h~r comments and su?,ges
tions. If you require any further 
infomat:f.on, please contact Lorenne At : 

Sandy Cove Post Office 
Sandy Cove, Nova Scotia DCV lEO 

Dear Hs. lb r-.an: 

This will acknowledge the copy of a 
letter you sent to the Postmaster of Vic
toria concernin,; material you received 
through the Post Office from Victoria 
Pro-Life. 

I wuld be most appreciative if you 
would advise me of the reply you receive 
from the 'Postmaster. 

Thank you for bringini:; this to my 
attention. 

Yours sincerely, 
Allan McKinnon 

c\>nourable Jean Chretian 

We urge you to take no position with 
respect to allowin A; th'.>se provinces 
which wish a transfer of jurisdiction 
over family law to provinces until such 
ti'lles as the national meeting on women 
and the constitution in Septe:nber 1980 
shall have been concluded. Status Homen 
Action Group is ar,ainst any transfer of 
jurisdiction over family law from 
federal governrnet to provincial eµvem-

ment. 

Status of l-bmen Action Group 
Victoria, E. C. 

Status of H;,men Action Group: 

Sincerely• On behalf of the ibnourable Jean 
;.; c~~!;~:1::;~ine Chretian I acknowledge receipt of your 

National Action Committee ~~:8~:11; f!: :a~:!e;;:i~~:!~di:ion 

Dear Pamela Hor.an: 

On behalf of the Honourable Lloyd 
Axworthy, thank you for the copy of yo ur 
letter to Mr. Bennett concerning divorce 
jurisdictiDn. 

Hr. Axwrthy is equally concerned about 
the results of such a transfer of juris
diction. He has discussed the issue with 
his colleague, the lbnourable Jean 
Chret1en. Please be assured that Mr. 
Axworthy will take a very active role in 
these discussions. 

· Yours sincerely, 
Nancy Connolly 
SpE;cial Assistant 

assured that your views will be brought 
to the Minister's attention. 

Jacques Demers 
Special Advisor 

To the Executive : 

The Canadian Broadcasting C.Orporation 
has just appointed me its first national 
television reporter on social issues. 

I'll be dealing with everything from 
discrimination, to family life, to social 
welfare programs, and fro~ ethics and 
morality to prisons and prostitution. As 
you can see, it's a very broad field. 



Does your organization or agency have 
a person who can act as a spokesman for 
you? Do you have a person ~ handles 
inquiries from reporters? 

Have you any su~~estions about social 
questions, i s sues, events, problems or 
solutions to problems that you feel the 
public sh::>uld be told about -- or that 
people would find interesting? If you do, 
I would a ppreciate hearine fro:n you -
either by letter or by phone call (Please 
feel free to call collect). 

I you have a mailinR list, would you 
add my name to it? 

Does your organization publish mage
zines, pamphlet~, books or newsletters? . 
If they are free, would you send me a 
copy? If there is a charee for subscrip
tion, could you send 1'1f' a sample copy to 
help me decide whether it would be useful 
to subscribe? 

Are there confer~nces, conventions, or 
meeting s in your field that mi ght provide 
infonna tion or ideas? 

Are there other peoµle in your field, 
or related fields that you think might 
have ideas or info rr.ia tion on social 
issues? 

I'd appreciate any ideas you may be 
able to contribute Thank you very much. 

Marguerite McDonald 
Social Affairs ReJ)?rter 
Uatioaal Te levision News 
C,B,C, 

Phone t;~!{ ;;!;:3311 

Dear Marguerite McDonald: 

Thank you for your fon 1 letter, post
mark dated 20 July, 1930 . 

On behalf of SWAG, I wish to inform 
you t hat we cannot deal with your queries 
until our next executive meetinp, in early 

Tt.ie year it will be held on Saturday, 
November 1, 1980, comprising a plenary . 
session, workshops and an evening of social 
activities. Information can be forwarded 
as soon as we have our advertising liter
ature available. We also hJld monthly 
meetin~s, bar the suillllE!r months. SWAG 
acts as an umbrella group inaSr:luch as we 
have various co1.mittees Jealin& with 
such areas as : education, labour, health, 
human rights, family law and a feminist 
history group, 

Ue look forward to further correspon
dence wi th you. ~mcone will cont.act you 
early in September. 

Dear Ms. lb r,an : 

In Sisterhood, 
Alice J • .\lbert 
Ac.tin~ Pre9ident, S\:-lAG 

This will aclmowledge and thank you 
for the receipt of a copy of the letter 
addressed by you to the Minister of Jus
tice on July 7th, regarding a recent 
ruling by the Supreme C.ourt in the matter 
of victims of rape bein1, subjected to 
interroga tion concerninp; their past sexual 
conduct. 

Please be assured that I share the con
cern which you expressed with regard to 
the re~ressive nature o f such a decision, 
and tn?; manner in which it can be manipu
lated by a clever defence lawyer to the 
detriment of the appellant's reputation. 
~ a gree that forceful violation is the 
issue at stake, re~ardless of the victim's 
sexual experience or lack thereof. 

Yours sincerely, 
Allan McKinnon 

,Dear Ms. lbgan: 

Re : Proposal to amend the Consti
tution reap ~ctb1g divorce 

September. As Actinr. President, however, I appre ciated rece·i-.,in3 your views on 
I 1.Jelcome this move by the C.B.C . -- the this matter and would like to take this 
appontment of a WOrla.S a s full-time "social o pportunity to explain the proposed amend
issues11 reporter. ments to the C.Onstitution which a majority 

Please find enclosed one copy of our 
last newsletter, for June , 1980. Sub
scription os $7.50 per year. We hold 
annually a conference, in the autumn. 

of Governments in Canada, including the 
Government of Iiritish C.Olumbia, favO-Ur. 

The proposed a;nentlments to the British 
North America Act v.ould give both the 
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provincial le~islatures and -federal ?ar-• 
liarn.ent authority to make laws fa relation 
t0 the grounds for a divorce, In thz 
event that a province wishes to have 
different divorce ~ounds than th, S€ set 
out by the Caaadian Parl1ame11t -- it may 
Jo so -- at th2 same time a:iy province 
which does not wish to wo'.lld leave t be 
Federal Law applicable. 

The proposed anendments go on to pro
vice tb.'.lt the Federal Parli~ent would 
have exclusive authority in relntion to 
the rules goveminp; recognition of divor
ces and ~uld allow one unified family 
court to deal with the whole range of 
family relations matters, so that c.:.ti
zens l«>uld not have to go fron one level 
of cOurtto another Jue to the present 
split in jurisdiction under the present 
Constitution. 

,·· Yours very truly, 
Allan Williams 
At torney-C~ncral . 

ABORTION COUNSELLillG AND REFERRALS 

Victoria Planned Parenthood 385-7412 

Seattle Planned Parenthood 206-477-2350 

Victoria Counsellinr: and Referral: 
Hargaret -- 595-8512 

If you can 1 t wait 2 weeks and you have 
$150. 00, you can go to Washin~ton State 
-- tom.:>rrcW! 

'ALL \ll(JM[NIS SISTERS' FIGHT!N•:; FOR INDIANS 

Calling themselves sisters of all women The parliamentary woaen called for an 
in Canada, the 23 female MPs and senators i"!lmediate moratClrium on application of the 
in Parliament announced Thursday they had discriminatory section of the Indian Act. 
for.ne.J a coalition to fiP.ht for equality They said such a roratorium should have 
for India11 women. the approval of Indian bands across the 

It is the first time fa Canadian his- country. 
tory that Parliament's female politiciru1s Secondly, they said the Indian Act 
have joined this way, droppinr: their pa::t.y should be amended next fall to ei.:shrine 
affiliations for a feminist battle. the moratorium in law. Thus, no more 

Their specific target is Section 12 {l) Indian ~men would lose their status when 
(b) of the Indian Act which strips Indian they marry non-Indians. 
women of their native status and accompany- Indian Affairs Minister John ttunro 
inp, benefits -- federal funds, housing, agreed Thursday to inpose the moratorium, 
land, burial rights -- if they marry white but said it would be up to each of the 
men. The act contains no penalty for 500 bands across the country to ask him 
Indian men if they marry non-Indians. The to introduce it. 
white wives of India..1.s, on the contrary, 
3ain full Indian status, and so do their 
children. 

From Daily Colonist, July 18, 1980 



Sor,E ¼?MEN'$ l3v ILD INGS IN NOR TH MERICA 
(Tha t He !(now of) 

Sunshine Goldstremn has resear ched Uomen ' s Buildings past and present for the 
Homen 's Centre Uorking Group and pr~sented this information at the weeting of June 
11 at the FairfielJ United Church. 

History of Victoria's Women's r.uilding:s: 
Alexandra Club (courtesy of Alice 
Albert, flay 1980) 

A t the 13th annual ri.eet ing o f the 
Local Council of \ll:>!'len , Victoria, in 1 907 
the Alexandra Club propo sed to erect e 
1 1omen' s Duilding in Vic toria. They failed 
to win nruch support. 

During the first 1brl d War, it provided 
facilities for wounded solJier s. k.1d at 
t he end of the war when donatio!ls, etc. 
h.."ld fallen off, the wmen moved out to 
other quarters while the til. exandra Club 
buildin r- became a guest ho use. In 1 929 
it became the Windermere !b tel and 
finally sold to the RC1P E Division H. Q. 
in 1950 • Today it is part of the new 
complex at Bl anshard, Courtney. 

Vancouver t7omen' s Buildinr, (past) 

In 1 Sll they occupied a house and from 
1 926-1940 tl1ey had a banquet '.1all 1 an 
audito rium, day care and meeting rooms L.1 
a three story building. I t was for all 

T:te Alexandra Clu ' i was famed e ither 
in 1096 or in 1900, depending upon one's 
source of r~erence. I have not been 
able to dcteroine which of the tw is the 
mo re accurate . By 1 903 , the Alexnndra 
Club h.:ld some 150 mer1bers. Their facil i
ties -- whose whereabouts I have not as 
ye t found -- included a library with 400 
titles; a drawing room ; a tea and reading women• 
roo m; antl offices. (Harrie Preston noted They had __ .:he status of a company with 
tha t it 1~ the Windermere I!uilding now a limited liability (societies and in::!ivi-
Governnu..-'Ilt building). Luncheons and duals) and sold common shares. Other 
teas were served between 10:00 a nd 6 : 00 p. fundinf? included a special edit:'cn of the 
u. So successful was t hei r tea room that Vancouver Sun, a Women ' s Director , 
Uar,3aret Townsend Jenkins , then overseeing souveILirs and books. 
its operation, r eported a prof it at the. 
annual meetinr, of t he Alexandra Club in 
1 910. 

tlhitehorse -- Victoria Faulkner Centre 

Th is is a society for a ll women in an 
Finally, in 1909 , Mrs. Cr of t, sist er t o old ho use with a s taff of tw people, one 

the I-bn. Jas. D..mst!l.lir, an..: a pa■t presidentnative and one white. They act as a 
of t he Alexandra Club, pr oposed t hat the transition house and offer crisis coun-
Club build their own 11structure ; " c reat e selling, information and courses. 
the Alexandra House Company (incorporat e) 
and sell shares. 

This they did a nd .Jas. Dunsnuir pro
vided $51,2 00 for the building . I have 
no t ascertained whether he bought all the 

They are leasi n '1 with an option to 
huy the Her1.ta r,c lbuse they are in (taxes 
waived) and get r;rants, sponsor bike -a
thons for fundinr. , 

shares or what. Propert y was purchased i bmen 's :Juildinv, -- ilinnipep, 
on R.,.~ Street, now Courtney and construe- All women are wlecome in the three 
t!°~9~~gan in the 11 te summer/early autumn story brick "!,uilding which was purchased 
0 ' from. the Unit ed Church and opened in 

On May 9, 1911, the Alexandra Club held 1 978 , It has office space, meeting rooms , 
its inaugural ball. The structure con- hall, stores, a theatre , They put out 
sisted of the first swilXline pool in a newsl e tter and offer physical education. 

Victoria! tea rOOms , loum~e; etc. all They a r e a non-orofit corpora tion and 
_apparently 1;h1mptuously f un\ishcd. It was ot their mane fr~m government grants, 
teetotaU The openin~ r.iemb;rship ~ram ei~ht wom~n wh:, ~de a down payment 
consisted of 300 uomen ; mem:l~rship wuld of $30 , OOO, froci dona tions, loo.us 
be closed at 500 W i:.<!Cll, Furthermo re, (in t erest free) fund-raising events, and 
euests were accommodated at the club. rental fees. 

! /0 



Horn.en's Iuilding -- Vancouver (E.!2.je<!ted) 

Vancouver Wot!en hav0. put iv. on applica
tion for an old fire hall owned by t >.2 
municipality and have formed a r,on-.p cofit 
socie:::y. They uant ir.for::nation-refc·aal 
services, a theatre , a ~allery , book
store, restaurant, child-care , offic ~s , 
meetinr:- rooms. Funding i3 acqu::..red Crom 
BCRIC shares, privr.te donations and apon-· 
soring of cultural even:::s . 

21 HcGill O Toronto 

This three story brick, dc ;,.~.:cown 
building (old YWCl~)ope11C,L · in tr:.e lote 
1970's with women paying $1,000 a yea ::
mcrnbership to use the c:,:n, pool , lounge 
and meeting rooms. 

Pauline UcGibbon Cultural Centre, Tor'.:>nto 

This is a no:.:1-profit, no-share corporatio:i. 
an<l c haritabl<? orr;,niz.:i."'.:.i ,m fo r worn.en 
and mar>. . Th<: Cen': rc is d,:;wn t:ow:! , i s n 
three story 750(' squa:=:c foot build!ng 
which cost $250, 000 to re novate anC 
opened in 1979, ~:an.ed 11Puulir:.c HcGibbon," 
Onte.ri o' s l:ieuten.'lnt-~ovcrnor, and Canada 1 

firi;;t woman in t P..a t of.f i ce. '1.'"ney l ease 
the Luilding fro n, ::he Tl'lun icips.l ity ~$1 a 

--::r) ~nd f·.md i t froo 11:1uy E' hrick11 
subscr.iptions, g"t"en ts (lo ttery , prc·J:i.ncial 
arts, federal) ar,d hHVe a cafe , lou."'1.ge, 
store library, th.?atre, art gallery and 
studios in it. 

Homen' s IluildiTlR --- Los Angeles 

Thi::: is a w.:ime.n' s cultural centre in a 
three story brick build4.ng in Chi natown 
which op<?ned in 1973. It l1as galler1, 
offices, library, studios, ,-mrksh::,ps , 
a theatre an<lputs oct a newsletter fundi:!d 

i from grants, r::i.emberships o f various kindo, 
(United Way) course fees , rentals and 
newsletter subscriptions. 

It is a charitable o r gcnization. 

Vbmen' s Building -- San Franc isco 

This building for all women is in a n 
old community centre in the Spanish speak
ing neiP,hbourhood opened in !.979, Fund
raising event (auction,) dona.tions , (C0,"000) 
grants ($60,~00) & $40, 000) tote.lled the 
$160,000 required for the buildjn~ and 
re_.ovations. There is a i:e.r.trf.!, restaur- . 

I ant, meeting r ooms, an:i officec are rented. t _ They are a charitable organiza-::.ion. 

PRESS RELEASE 

Vancouver , B.C. Hem.hers of the canadinn 
Li brary Association considered the many 
aspei:ts of power at their 35th Annual 
Q:mvention June 1930. The followin3 
resolutioc , sponsored by CLA' s Gay Inter
est Group and approved at the 1\nnual 
r::eneral Meeting and by the Association's 
Council, addressed one specific area in 
which lack of information has resulted 
in powerlessness: 

Ee it resolved that the Canadian 
Library Association, recognizing the need 
for information pertinent to the under
sta:ading of lruman sexuality, urge that 
libraries provide materials which protoote 
this understanding, including more in
form:i.tion which will improve the under
standing of homosexuality, and that the 
.\ssoc iat ion publicly support the need 
for such information. 

Patrone exert your power. Access to 
information is your basic human right. 
Insist on it 1 ! 

( ALL 

CoN(£1Zf-NCE 
P:P"-£-Kf GI S11ZAT10N 

t&: 

17 i'tt,f'lCl- 3 L,Lt L£ V' 
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In the summer of 1979, :::i. group 01· seven women friendr; c;ot together to discus~ 

.heir growing concern rep;ardlng the incidence of domestic violence in Port. Albernt, 

nd to determine what conld be done to alleviate the sit,uat:t:on many women find them-
,,,,.,;,l 

~elves in . The women began to collect all the literature thcyiJtnd on the subject , 

J1U re,~lar meetings were set up and held in various living rooms and kitchen3, Soon, 

•)ntact was ma.de with other groups who 11ero lntere:Jted and working in the same area, 

tld approximately six months later (with flnancia.l. aid from the Secretary 01· State) 

,·ort Alberni Women's Recourccs came into being . 

Tc learn more about wife a'wsc at a local level and to aG$c::,s the resources 

,.v:1.llable to these women , contact was made uith the various community ani social set:

;t.ces . Later , queetionna.irCs were sent to both the service ag,.mcies and local doctors 

ll an effort to gain factual infonnation and statistics from the areas u woman in crisis 

"'uuld turn to for help. As well, a gre1t de1l of information and support has been re-

·lved from the existing transition house::; in B.C., and workshop::: have been held with 

)fY!:esentatives from various local groups such as the R,C.M.P . , lawyers , and lay coun

;dlors who work directly uith battered women , 

It soon became appn.Ten'~ , however , that the meI·c assessment of: needs was not help-

1.r1g the battered women and their children; as the "Wmflen's Hcr;ources gained more visi

ci.lity wlthin tho community, batterod women began ca111ng for assistance. E!fforts were 

de to house women who .ra.nted to leave the battering situation, at the Friendship Lodge 

re in town, arid· to arrange ;for e1ae1:gency :;helter at transition houses in Vancouver and. 

,.ctoria for those women who could not remain in Port Alberni. 

Now , a little over a year 1:1.ter, the membership is over -,0 and steadily growirlS', 

J an of rice ( currently otafTed tr.1 two summer students aorkil1(~ on another grant :from 

hC' Secretary of State) has been set up . Efforts are being made to rr.aintain at le!Lst. 

r~ office worker for the fall , but if. funding is not available the organization will 

r.,Jc,avour to run the office on a volunteer basis. As well as :tunning the office , mem

~ts now assist battered uomen with practical needs cuch as searching for accommodation, 

,1:J obtaining legal and fi.nanc1al advice. 



RE l'ORT OH THE 'ALTERNATIVE'COPENHAGEH (ONFERENCE 
July 1980 

R-.::.nour has it that there were to con
ferences on women, organized by the United 
Nations, in Copenhagen, in July, on the 
theme of Equality, Development 3.nd Peace. 
I can only voucbfor the existence -,f ,,ne, 
however, the 'unofficial' one, known as 
Forum 80. I did sp~nd over a year trying 
to find out who went to the official con
ference (and lto-;t they got to go if they 
weren't "Press.) but I never did ?-;et a 
response to my many letters. I f~und out 
when I got to Copenhagen that the offi
cial governnent delef(ates were nominaced 
by r,overnments, and as governments tend 
to be male dominated they didn't seem 
keen on nominating wmen wb:> are committed 
to ending male domination; so there was 
an absence of feminists at the ~overnment 
conference. Again, I can't actually vouch 
f or this; I have to go on press reports 
(there was a daily conference newspaper) 
because th~ 11secrecy" rcmained 9 and I 
couldn I t even get to see 11let aloue meet) 
any on.e of the official delegates. 

From what I can gether, it was pretty 
rmch of a straight split, with most of 
th!:! feminists at Forum 80 and :cnst of the 
women who displayed allegiance to male 
iduas (and IIDSt of the men; some of the 
government delegations were exclusively 
male and the US delegation was led by a 
man) at the offic:ial conference. The 
conference was to mark the middle of the 
decade on women, begun at Mexico in 1975 
and theoretically its aim was a "pro~ess" 
report; in practice, !!lOSt of the reports 
indicated, amon3 other thin,..s, that 
women were "slippinr; behind: " There are 
not many positive things that I can say 
about the official conference {perhaps I 
have been misinformed) but one thing that 
the UN did do was to publish some chilling 
statistics; for exarnple 

Uomen perform four fifths of the 
world's work 

Women receive less than ten percent of 
the world's wages . 

lbmen own less than 1 percent ,.,f the 
world's weal th. 

Someh:,w I think these facts were lost 
sight of, though, in the political 11games 11 

that went on at the government conference ; 
a lot of women seemed to agree tt.e.t the 
Ull had done little else but provide a 
venue for women to air the political 
opinions of men on men's topics. 

But there were some except ions. I was 
delighted to read some of the things that 
Elizabeth Reid said; she stopped bein3 
politic an(\)olite and stated that "the 
root cause of inequality lies deep in the 
cultural co~sciousness and it is no use 
applyin.~ a band aid otmtality to the 
problem. , • -the strat3ies that we adopt 
must begin to undermine the culture that 
creates the subordinate position of 
women ••. Real peace means an end to 
violence and conflict. lbt:lell fact viola
tions of their personality, of their 
personal space, their bodies, psycholozy 
and economic independence •• , The true 
concept of peace is not that we are 
doves of the world, keeping branches in 
our mouths because we have nothing to 
say. Peace is what happens to a woman's 
total environment. 11 While this :night 
not sound very strong stuff (and wul<ln' t 
have, at Forum), I suspece tl:.e.t there 
wuld have been. quite a few eyebrows 
raised at such Australian vulgarity at 
the oft'icial conference ••• not nice at 
all! 

Perhaps it is symptomatic, and some
thin3 that should concern us keeply that 
while the games were being played accord
inr; to the ''men's rules" at the official 
conference, at the unofficial conference, 
feminists (8,000 wmen and 1J.est of them 
feminist) were conducting their own 
debates. On the one hand I think attend
ing Forum was one of the ?IX)St positive 
experiences I have ever had, but on the 
other hand 1 1 .?I. sometimes pessimistic 
about the f.act that patriarchal society 
can permit gatherings like Forum pre
cisely because it is not thelocus of 
political power, not even when the topic 
for discussion is women. 

Forum was r,ood 1 evan if its main 
achievement was to bring together wo1ne.n 
from all over the world to Ill.3.ke contact 
with each other, its success cannot be 
devalued or denied; but what will come 



---------'-----------------'"/, 
I from it? (And what wil come from the 

I' oificial converencc?)I" J::now h:>w fortunate 
I was to be there, but I wasn't quite as 

I 
"fortunate" as quite a few other people 
who were ''up the road 11 at the main centre, 

j expenses paid, extensive faciliteia --

of different languages and because trans:
lation facilities were so limited we had 
to find a medium of communication. 
Eecause En~lish tends to be the "domin
ant II lanr.u~ce, ~nglish tends to be 

1
1 and "security" a~ainst the feminist masses. 

It is hard to describe what it was 
like to be at Forum; to b-3 one of a, 000 
wmen at a women I s conference. I gave up 
trying to read the pro!;rarnme and to make 
a rational decision about which worksOOp/ 
lecture/film I'd attend. Hhen at the 
same time there are at least 80 things 
you want to go to, there just isn't a 
sensible way of selectin3. So I went to 
t he !bmen 's STudies Interna tional 
Sessions. They may not have been repre
sentative, of course, (not ji;;.st because 
they were located in the Police Sch::>ol 
which was being used as an "overflow" and 

I which was one block away from the univer-

! :!~:d:t:~) ~~; ;:!n s!~::n:c~:!t~;:a~re 
If anyone needed to learn that pntriarchy 

I knows no national boundaries (alth::>ugh it 
has national manifestations) that was a 
place to learn; rather than 'i ein.~ divided 
by national allep,iances and divisions, we 
were firmly united most of the time by 
international siltll.arities. Pomen from 
different cultures put forward many diff
erent perspectives and outlined many 
different facets of the problem but it was 
a source of illumination and not a reason 
for hostility. 

For exa111ple one woman from Zi.:ibabwe 
said that as soon as she mentioned 

spoken, but this is not a solµt iCn .•• 
indeed, it is quite a problem •. As femin
ists we have an aversion to 11dominance," a 
well developed analysis of it and its 
destructive capabilities, and we can't 
accept the rationale for even a dominant 
language. (Sayin~ that it is sensible 
to speak Znp.l ish because Enp;lish is domin
ant is about the same as saying that cen 
should lead the sesions because men are 
dominant.) It reinforces the inequali
ties and some of us who ooly speak Enr-J.ish 
(myself included) have to start trying 
to find a better medium for international 
communication. 

At the Homen ' s Studies International 
there ~...-as a resources centre and although 
I tried to carry home as much infon:i.ation 
as I could for the ur,...-q_c, I wasnt able to 
bring hc:1.ck more than a sample. It was 
astonishin3 to ffad just how much material 
there is from all over the world. I 
took lots of handouts with me on the 
PRRC a:1d the ·uRRC pamphlets which unfor
tunately had all ~one by the end of the 
week) and many, many uomen were very 
interested. It was a bit dish3.ar ening 
tl'cugh that so few people had heard of 
us, particularly if they came from 
Britain. I realized that we need a lot 
more publicity and that a few hie 
posters (to accompany the handouts) 
wouldn't go astray. 

:feninism" at home she was c~ndemned for From my point of view, it was excitin1 
"importing western ideas 11 and that she was and stimulatin~ to be a".1Dng so many 
in a sensitive position because the ses- women , to have so many feminist Sessions 
siC1ns were conducted on primarily 11western" to choose fro:n, to make so many ·friends 
topics and with a western perspective. from different cultures, to exchange so 
There was a long discussion about the way much information and to come home 
in which this could be overco~, the way rejuvenated. But the si3nificance of 
links could be made so that she was in a Forum 80 and the official conference? 
stronger ·position and some of the rest of That is a different matter and one that 
us were in a better infomed position, and needs a lot more thought. THat womert 
wha t could have been a basis for polarisa- have i:,een slippin~ behind since the 
tion became a very fruitful and worth- beg:inniµ~ of the UlI decade -~n women gives 
··tiile "seminar." I think everyone felt some indication that the Ul'l' campaien has 
that it was a very positive experience not e.xactly been successful and I can't 
and a justification for in.ter.--iational see tint Gopenha~en will promote a 
meetings. drarnatlc shift; but would it be better 

ll..1.otber problem uas language; inter
national conference~ mean a reeting place 

to have no conference on women and to keep 
them c01npletely invisible? When COI!llllents 



such as 11 To talk fe"liniS!ll. to a woman who 
has no water, no food ond no home, is to 
talk nonsens" become the "quote of t :.1e 
day" and are blazened across the news
papers, Hithout Anyone SEriously Askin,.. 
Why It is That Women Have ifo WAter, No 
Food, Ho lbme, No freedom of Movement , No 
Autonomy, one waders if ther,? is any 
hope. But then, when so many women net 
together as they did at Forum and talk so 

seriously about pe."'lce and a refusal to 
beco'."'l.e involved in men's wars, I feel 
some grounds for optimism. 

I suspect that at the next conference 
in 1985 .,. I don't know where and I can't 
help anyone find out how to get there . .. 
will find lJ'ar and peace high on its 
aaenda . After 1984, anything can happen, 
I suppose. 

Dale Spender 

From: Wo111en' s Research and Resources Centre Newsletter, No. 5, 1980 

RE: THE DissoLurioN oF GAro Y~NcouvER A~o GAY TIDE 

The V:\ncouver Gay All ta.nee TolJ'ard 
Equality {GATE) has dissolved! 1-'.:,r 10 
years the activist collective has main
tained a high public profile in the 
stru~gle for the complete equality and 
liberation of lesbians and ea,ys, re gard
less of lifestyle or ar,e. 

GATE ~as best known for its "no
compron.i.se" positions, several of which 
are adopted as policy and for discussion 
by the Canadian gay movement: "Uo Liaison 
with the Police," "Self-Determination 
for Quebec" aud "Abolishment of All Age 
of Consent Laws. 11 

As vehicles for change, GATE used pub
lic pUJtests, educational forutJlS and open 
confrontation of anti-p;ay prejudice and 
discrinination wherever it appeared, 
Mttough these civil rights strategics 
were employed, the collective held no 
illusion of real freedom with::>ut a com
plete restructuring of society's institu
tions. 

The lesbian and gay !llOVement in Vancou
ver has advanced to thepoint where there 
are numerous and diverse organizations. 
Despite this p;rowth, our ~oals have not 
been realized. The Mayor of Vancouver, 
City Council, federal and provincial 
politicians and the police are openly hos
tile to the philosophy 11GAY IS GOOD" and 
themselves initiate campaigµs to push p;ays 
back into the closet. 

The membership of the MY Alliance 
Toward Equality is convince'.d of the press
ing need for this organization to continue. 
Particularly when we are beginning to 
experience a backlash from the right wing 
and Christian fundaI!lentalists. However 

several factors necessitate GATE' s disso
lution: 

-- Extreme financial pressures of main
taining the oreanization' s activities and 
the P'.Jblication of Gay Tide {GATE' s n2ws
paper for 7 years) without grants or 
subsidies of any kind; 

-- The shifting er.iphasis toward social 
services and lobbyin g .• and the illusion 
in the gay male coUIIllUnity that our rights 
have been uon ; 

-- An overtaxed membership of a handful 
of individuals 

He are fully aware of the void left 
by our dissolution. GATE hes consistently 
developed an analysis of lesbian and gay 
oppression in relation to the struggle 
of other oppressed groups {i.e. wnen, 
wrkers and minorities). 

To stren3then these bonds is vital to 
the survival of the lesbian and gay mve-
1"!.ent and the survival of other progres
sive r:nvenent. The gay cmm:tuntiy has 
to elimina te its own sexism and racism 
and develop a class consi?.lousuess. 

As r;ays we must continue to demand 
complete equality! 

In Gay Solidarity, 
The GATE ).fembera hip 

For more information, Contact: Rob 
Joyce, 609-7751; Jonas Goldstein 
251-4197; GATE 683-3832 
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I SAW A WOMAN SLEI:.PING 
- Uy Olive Schreiner 

I saw a woman sleeping. In her sleep she dreamt Life stood before her, and 
held in each hand a gift - in the one Love, in the other Freedom. And she said to the woman, 
"Choose!" And the woman waited long; and she said "Freedom!" and Life said, "Thou 
hast chosen well. If thou hadst said "Love", I would have given thee what thou didst ask 
for; and I would have gone from thee, and returned to thee no more. Now, the day will come 
when I shall return. In that day I shall bear both gifts in one hand." I heard the woman laugh 
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