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Speech FromDEBT OF LEGISLATURE The Throne

OPENED TODAYB.C. HAS VICTORIA, Dec. IS.—The follow
ing Is the text of the speech from 
the three# et the epettlas of the 
I egls oat ore today:

-Since the last session of this 
hoGse General Vlseonnt By ns of 
VImy completed his term of office 
as governor general of Canada and 
returned to the motherland, bearing 
with him the sincere appreciation 
of the Canadian people for his pub
lic service, and the very best wishes 
for himself and Viscountess Byng. 

j “The high post of representative 
In Çnnndn of His Majesty the King 
aas recently been filled by the ap- 
>olntment of Viscount Wllllngdon

AND ADJOURNEDBEEN CUT
VICTORIA, Dec. If.—With the 

customary honorf the third sitting 
of the sixteenth legislature of Brit- ; 
leh Columbia was commenced this 
afternoon.

Lieut. Governor R. Randolph 
Bruce made his first official appear
ance in the house and read the 
speech from the throne.

He was accompanied by nav^l and 
military officers, while a battery 
at the Work Point barracks fired 
a salute in his honor.

This afternoon's session was very, 
brief. The house will reassemble 
on January 10 when the real busi
ness of the session will be taken up. 
This afternoon’s affair was more or 
less of a social gathering, every seat 
on the floor of the house and In the 
galleries being occupied.

Not until the legislature settles 
down to business In January will 
Premier Oliver publicly express his'

Provincial Liabilities 
Are Reduced by

$2,610,000
■y Canadian Press

VICTORIA, Dec. 18.—The public 
accounts of the province of British 
Columbia for the yearending March 
31, 1926, were presented to the leg
islature today by the minister of 
flriance, the Hon. J. D. MacLean, and 
Indicate the excellent financial po
sition of this province.

Provincial assets exceed the lia
bilities by 64,006,000, or an 1»- j 
crease of 635.921,000 over the fig
ures of 1924-25.
The public debt at March 31, 1925, 

was $79,396,000, while at the 31st of 
March, 1926, the public debt. Includ
ing temporary borrowings amounted 
to only $76,786,000. The provincial 
debt, therefore, has been reduced by 
$2,810,000 during the year.

The reduction above Teferred to 
was brought about by the retire
ment of a 10-year loan of over 
$3,000,000, which had fallen due and 
which had full sinking fund pro
visions. By the judicious inveet- 
ment of these sinking fund ap
propriations the department made a 
profit of $107,000 and this amount 
was paid Into the consolidated 
revenue fund for the benefit of 
current expenditures. Borrowings 
for new capital expenditures during 
the year amounting tô $434,000 made 
the net reduction, as above stated, 
of $3,610,000.

The sinking funds of the ^province 
amounted to $18,699,774.10, appropri
ations and dividends on invest
ments for the year amounting to 
$8,8*6,269.
TOTAL MVEtiTUH gn.000,000

The current receipts of the prov
ince reached $20,608,671.67. Receipts 
for capital returns were $1,167,197.48, 
current receipts were, therefore, 
$2,878,046.99 In excess of current 
expenditures. There was, however, 
$8.444,4*1.16 capital expenditures 
made out of. Income; therefore, the 
total expenditures, both current and 
capital, amounted to $21,676.075.83, 
against total receipts of both capital 

i returns and current- revenue 
amounting to $21,775,869.16, leaving 
la surplus revenue receipt over all 
expenditure#, both capital and cur- 

.1 rent, of $100,721.82.

PrSStW

LIQUOR 
PROFITS 

I LARGE
Safe

Gains in Six Months 
Show Total of

$1,555,524
B VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—Liquor sale# 
jfor the last elx-month period end
ing September SO last were slightly 
'larger than for the two previous 
semi-annual periods, the liquor 

^board’s figures In the house today 
{indicated.

they shewed that total sales
the six aeeaths eadlag Septcml

against>6.666,770 as

mV-:
last elj monthsfor the

with
period and

,s governor general We of BrltUh 
Columbia join with oor fellow Ca- 
adlans In extending a warm wel- 
om# to Viscount Wllllngdon and 
te vlcountess.

It la a matter ef pl« 
îote that hasiaees rendition* la 
he prevtaee eentiane* t# Improve 
nd that rahetastial Increase* 
ieve occurred la timber, ngrlcul- 
ure, mineral mad fishery prod we

lt la gratifying te 
hat the prod net» of British Co

ble, in competitive exhibition 
with the product* of other 

ef the world, have wow highest

"My government has continued its
regret over the demise of the late 
Arthur O. Cochrane, Conservative 
member for North Okanagan. But_ 
both Liberals and Conservatives 
alike displayed their regard for efforts to obtain eBinlnation of un- 
hlm and they placed a beautiful lust and discriminatory transport- 
wreath upon the desk which would Ation rates.
have been occupied at today’s pro-] "Renewed application has been 
ceedlngs If the North Okanagan bade by my government for the re
member had not answered the final turn by the government ef the Do-

lnlon of the unalienated portions 
ht the lande granted in aid of the 
'construction of the Canadian Pacific

“Construction of main trunk roads 
has been carried on vigorously dur
ing the year and substantial pro
gress has been made. Simultane
ously every effort has been put 
forth to provide requisite aettlers’

“A report ef the royal commission 
appointed to enquire, lateralis, Into 
the problem of mental disease In 
this province will be submitted for ; 
your consideration.

’•The annual reports of the de
partments of government will 
placed before you.

"The public accounts fer the fiscal 
year. 1925-26. and.the estimates of 
revenue and expenditure for the fis
cal year, 1927-28, will o«* submitted 
for your consideration.

“Legislation designed fee the 
assistance and protection of the 
agricultural industry an* fer the 
protection of the public in connec
tion with loan companies will be 
presented.
“The removal by death ef Arthur 

Ormiston Cochrane, Uta member for 
the electoral district of North Oka
nagan, Is very deeply regretted."
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Far-Reaching Measures to
<?> <$> <$> <B> <> . . <$> <$> ^ ^ : ;

Be Offered to Legislature.
■   -T —r, . r - * ^ * - ~ .n ■— i

SENA ROM 
WOULD COSi
$3,000,000

------------- .Sutherland to Outline How 
Government WiD Meet 

North’s Demands.

DEPENDENT
ON FUNDS

Ministers Outline New 
Proposals to Their 

Followers.

SIX MILLIONS 
FOR HIGHWAYS

Compulsory Growers’ 
Co-operation to Be 

Sought.
16. — BroadV

Highway to Prince Rupert 
Inevitable, But May 

Have to Wait
T TICTOBIA, Dec. 16—How the 
y Provincial Government intends 

to answer the road demands of 
Prince Rupert and Northern Brit- ' 
ish Columbia, will be indicated to ! 
the Legislature at its coming ses
sion when Hon. W. EL Sutherland, 
minister of public works, outlines 
the provincial road building pro
gramme for the next three years.

This will provide tor an early ex
tension of the present trunk road 
from Haxelton to Temce Following 
surveys which are being completed ' 
now, work on this extension win get 
under way next year and the road will 
reach Terrace after two years of Con
struction.
SDISUD-MOl 
OAT XS LUT.

From Terrace to Prince Rupert' j 
there will be a gap of something like; 
100 miles and when this can be closed j 
will depend upon provincial finances. 
The construction of a road along the 
Skeena River through the coast moun- j 
tains would be one of the most ex
pensive projects which the government 
could undertake, costing in thp neigh- { 
borhood of 13,000,000 or more than the 
Cariboo road. The engineering diffi
culties to be conquered In this link 
are enormous an<V the building work 
would be of the most expensive char
acter. The expense Involved would 
average about <30,000 a mile.
OBBTAXHTT

ICTORIA, Dec. 16. — Broad 
hints of government policy not,1 J 
indicated in the speech from the ,> 

throne at the opening of the Legisla
ture today wére given to members 
of the Provincial Liberal Associa
tion executive at a banquet here 
Wednesday night

These include the definite an-t 
nouncement of Hon. W. H. Suther- , 
land, minister of public works, that1 
he intended to ask the House at its. 
coming session for power to borrow, g* 
$6,000,000 to be spent on road con-ff: 
struction; the statement of Hon. E. V.:
D. Barrow that he was laying beforek 
his colleagues a compulsory co-opera
tion law to be passed at the present 
session to save the Interior fruit in
dustry, and an intimation from Hon.
T. D. Pattullo. minister of lands, that 

! gigantic Industrial enterprises, includ
ing possibly another large pulp and 
paper Industry west of Prince George,

I are In prospect for the province.

Public Debt of B. C. on
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Wane, MacLean Tells House
Accounts Show Reduction Amounting to 
$2,609,264—Surplus of Revenue Over All Ex
penditures Put at $100,793—Provincial Assets 
Over Liabilities Aggregated $64,051,126, Ac

cording to Minister of Finance. ,

VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—Surplus of revenue over expenditure, 
reduction in debt and increasing government revenues 

were shown by Hon. J. D. MacLean, minister of finance, when 
he tabled the public accounts of the province for the fiscal year 
of 1926-26 in the Legislature today.

Features of the minister’s report were the following: 
Surplus of revenue over all expenditure, both capital and 

current, $100,793.
; Reduction in the public debt, $2,609364.

Public debt charges for interest and other items reduced by 
$223,651.

Total assets of the province over liabilities, exclusive of 
crown lands and natural resources, which are estimated at 
$700,000,000, now stand at $64,051,126.

Current receipts are $2,378,046 over current expenditures. 
Grants to municipalities total $3,900,829.

While the government could not af- 
S ford to undertake such a scheme at 

present the road to Prince RUpert is 
regarded as a certainty for the future. 
Meanwhile the less expensive parts of 
the project will be completed so that 
between Prince Rupert and the end 
of the trunk road there will be only 
a short train journey. This will en- 

g5 able Prince Rupert people to ship 
^their cars and motor anywhere In the 
i province.

In the same way people who wish 
to reach Prince Rupert by motor will 
be able to do so with a brief train W. 
tourney until the province can afford jf 
to complete the highway to the coast. 

IpiBST TmTBTK or 
I WEST COAST BOAS.

While laying the foundations for this 
[highway next year and In 1988, the 

Rpublio works department will build 
|the first link of the West Coast road. 
Iwhich will run ultimately from Vic- i 
Itoria to Port Renfrew, on the wesiL 
Icoast of Vancouver Island. In prepa-g 

8ration for the extension of the existing 3 
id up the coast the department will § 
jnbdel the Sooke highway next sum- j 

ner. The grade will be Improved i

DXLAY WOULD 
BB UBTAXB.

Dr. Sutherland told the Liberal lead
ers that the government had on hand 
automobile license and gasoline rev
enue sufficient to pay Interest on road 
loans of $6.000,000. As the govern
ment had definitely promised motorists 
that it would use thfe revenue for such 
purposes, the minister declared that It 
would be unfair not to proceed to float 
the loans without further delay, the 
proceeds to be spent over a period of 
about three years. This was taken as 
an announcement that the government 
intended to secure power to borrow the wfr 
entire sum of $6,000,000 at the coming 
session, spending it as the road pro
gramme progressed.
WOULD BBXHCt 
atnroBXTT "htto lot."

"It is essential that some measure 
be enacted by the House to bring into - 
line a small minority of men In the 
agricultural industry who can not be 
brought Into co-operative movements 
voluntarily." Mr. Barrow declared, * 
"In some places a small minority are v 
obsessed with a spirit of selfishness jg 
and prefer to stand under the protoc- .-j 
Uve umbrella of the organised oo-op-! 
erators without joining them but reap- • 
lng the advantages of their work. ito 

Mr. Barrow asked the public »°t tO|^ 
draw hasty conclusions about the „• 
effect of the proposed «’-«J’"'!**” 
'le.. "We ire talking now about 
bringing In eettlere to thin oonnttr.

•h» added. "This problem will beg 
solved when yon make çondlUore on 
the land eatlefactory. and In «T*»*” 
Unee of production today I wonldnot I 
advise anyone to embark on agricul- M tarai pursuits. Until they get a ^°p«r ^ 
method of marketing. t,hel.rnr=rondlS£° 
will remain unsatisfactory. The 
measure proposed has not *1*" 
considered by the government yet. 
but it will be soon.”
Boaa nroc»T*iai'Tsojaors nr sms.

Mr. Pattullo eald he waa net

ligating pulp possibilities 
prince Georgel and other 
being coMlder«_d were

The debt reduction was brought 
about by the retirement of a ten-year 
loan of over $3,000,000, which 1 
fallen due and which had full sinking 
fund provisions. By the investment 
of these sinking fund appropriations, 
the department had a profit of $107.000, 
and this amount was paid into the 
consolidated revenue fund for the bene
fit of current expenditure. Borrow
ings for new capital expenditures dur
ing the year amounting to $484,000, 
made the net reduction of $2,610,000.

The sinking funds of the province 
amount to $12.699,774.10, appropri
ations and dividends on investments 
for the year amounting to $2,386,259.

The current receipts of the province 
reached 120,608,671.67. Receipts for 
capital returns were $1,167,197.48, and 
total revenue $21,776,869.15.

The current expenditures amounted 
to $18,230,624.88. Current receipts 
were therefore $2,378,046.99 in excess 
of current expenditures. There were,

however. $8,444.481 capital expendi
tures made out of Income. Therefore 
the total expenditures, both current 
and capital, amounted to $11,678,078.85. 
against total receipts of both capital 
returns and current revenue amounting 
to $21,776,869.16, leaving a surplus 
revenue receipt over all expenditures, 
both capital and current, of $100,791.32.

The revenue of the province portrays 
the Industrial development. Generally 
speaking, most of the items of rev
enue, receipts, such as motor vehicles, 
land registry fees, gasoline tax, in
come tax. mineral tax, etc., show con
siderable increase over estimates, 
while several of the large items for 
expenditures show decrease, such as 
public debt $228,651.60; education. 
$68,242.26; unemployment relief, $136,- 
000; railways, $167,000.

Provincial assets exceed the liabili
ties by $64,000,000, or an increase of 
ISMU.m ever the figures of 1924-6.

New Insurance 
Bill Already 

Drawing Fire

Small Policyholders May 
Suffer Unless They Are 

Safeguarded.

projects ;
■____ MFit ' enormous ;.

I proportion,. Deuil» o( tbese «chemw 
P he said, would become known In good 

tune, bnt nt preeent be oould not
divulge them.

VICTORIA. Deo.
to the Taxation Act are being con
templated by the government and, 

according to the present plan.’ the 
exemption from succession duties will 
be Increased to $20,000. To offset the 
loss in revenue by such a procedure, 
it Is said, Insurance monies will be- 

lk[ come liable for succession charges. In 
such estates as will become taxable. 

f£ Legislation àlong these lines will, It 
is predicted, arouse keen opposition, 
not only from life insurance men, but 
from other quarters as welL The 
chief objection voiced against the pro- \ 
posai Is that it will result In tying-up 
all egtates where the beneficiary is in ; 
need of the few hundred or thousand 
dollars left by. the dec

WHAT CBITICS CLAIM. j
If the interests of the small policy 

holder are not safeguarded, the result 
of regulations such as suggested, 
critics of the scheme say. would be to 
require the probating of. the will, or 
the issuing of letters of administra
tion, before any Insurance money 
could be paid. The insurance companies 
are not in a position to estimate the 
worth of a policy holder’s estate and 
therefore would not be able to pay the 
value of the policy until the estate 
had passed through the legal channels 
for probate. Many of the large insur
ance companies make a feature of the 
early settlement of the widow’s claim, 
but under legislation such as proposed 
would not be in a position to advance

mij

m

her money oniu toe pruw 
court had been completed.

It is admittedly the intention 
impose taxes on men of means who 
can afford to keep up heavy premium 
payments In order to recoup the anti-. ,J| 
cipated losses in revenue which will 
follow the raising of the exemption1 \ 
amount from death duties.
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"No cases under the statute of oui- 

s tan ding: Importance have occurred 
! during the period' under review, but the 
! Illegal selling of liquor continues," 
the commissioner added, "and presents l

Sorrow Is
Over House

Lieut-Governor Reads 
Speech—Adjourn to 

January 10.

TCTORXA, Dec. -Promptly at 
Y 3 o’clock the great bronze doors 

of Parliament House were thrown 
back to admit His Honor R. Randolph 
Bruce, Lieutenant-Governor, and hie

Beer Sales Through License 
Parlors Aggregate More 

Than Two Millions.

ENFORCEMENT 
IS IMPROVIN'

dale.
ininoB LAOxara.

Much of the former Davidson Stresses Need For 
Continuous Supervision, 

Especially Here.
T 71CTORIA, Dec. 16.—British Co- 
V lumbia’s net liquor bill for the 

year ending September 30 last 
totalled $13,622,948, according to 
figures laid before the Legislature 
today by Attorney-General Manson 
in reports of the Liquor Control 
Board.

Of this amount $11,447,270 was 
represented by the sale of liquor to 
the public in government liquor 
stores and $2476,676 in the sale of 
beer by the government to beer li- j 
censees. As no account is kept of ! 
bee recensées' retail prices, It Is im- j

__,___ ,vi moi opicnuor was
lacking, and over the whole assemblage 

j there was a sense ot sorrow, for on 
i the desk formerly occupied by Arthur 

O w-7 Z-. Z~
agan, were two lir.rücue 
floral tributes of affection 
from the geven 
fellow members 
opposition.

The guard of honor, drawn 
officers and the naval and 

j establishments, stood to rig:
; tion while His Honor took hi 
and faced the members, bow 
to the right and then to the It 
tesles that were acknowledge 
His Honor then read the epet 
the throne.

"Mr. Speaker and Members 
Legislative Assembly,—I welc 
to this the third session of 
teenth Parliament of Britl

—-------uy Jirtnui
u. Cochrane, member for North Okan- 
• •«** e tw° Immense wreaths.

---------------——a and respect
government and from his 

sabers of the Conservative

Byng possible to state definitely how much 
money was spent altogether In the 
province on legal hard liquor and beer.
Taking the unknown profits ot the 
licensees Into consideration,, the total 
figure must have been something 
over $14,000,606 tor the twelve months.

~ -----  —too amg hasI recently been filled by the appoint
ment of Viscount Wllllngdon as Gov- I ernor-GeneraL We ot British Co- 

I lumbla join with our fellow Canadians 
In extending a warm welcome to Vis
count Wllllngdon and the Vlaootm-

*Tt is a matter of pleasure to note 
that business conditions In the prov
ince have continued to Improve and 
*’■“**' ' have oc-

agriculture, mineral

, Liquor sales for the last atx-month 
period ending September 30 last were 
slightly larger than for the two pre
vious semi-annual periods, the Liquor 
Board’s figures Indicated. Coverin'! 
three of these periods, they showed 
that total sales for the last six months 
were $«,099,770 as against $«.61$,178 
In the preceding six months, and $«.- 
833,401 in the six months previous totnce hat - «-muuw-wul,....__

that substantial Increases have oc
curred in timber, agriculture, mineral 
and fishery production.

"It Is gratifying to observe that the 
products of British Columbia, In com
petitive exhibition with the products 
of bther parts of the world, have won 
highest awards.

"My government has continued Its, 
efforts to obtain elimination of unjust 

1 and discriminatory " transportation
rates.

Renewed application has been made 
by my government for the return by 
the Government of the Dominion of the 
pnalien&ted portions of the lands 
granted in aid of the construction of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway.
£ ‘Construction of main trunk roads 
|has been carried on vigorously during 
the year and substantial progress has 
been made. Simultaneously every ef
fort has been put forth to provide 
requisite settlers’ roads.

"A report ot the royal commission 
appointed to enquire. Inter alia, Into the 
problem ot mental disease in this prov
ince will be submitted for your con-

M’The annual reports ot this depart
ment of government will be placed 
before you.

"The public aooeunts tor the fiscal 
year 1926-1916 and the estimates of 
pqvenue and expenditure for the fiscal 
rear 1937-1921 will be submitted for tour consideration.

"Legislation designed for the aselst- 
mce and protection of the agricultural Industry and for the protection of the 
gglfe. tei eanMftH»» —**'*-

that
«,£ÏÏl5?,for lMt months were 
$1,566,124 as compared with $1,780,66 S 
in the préviens period, and $ 1.661,S6 > 
in the preceding six months. The tact

$1,566,624 as compared 
In the préviens period.
In the preceding six mou.ua. ,
that profits showed a big gain for the ! 
six months ending March 11 last was 

. - animal beer I your duties will be faithfully per
formed and with the prayer that tbs \ 
blessing of Almlghty^Ood may be with 
you In your deliberations."

Having concluded, hie honor bowed .
: again to the right and to the left, and, •- 
.once more escorted by Mr. Bpenkar. 
i, passed through the ranks of the guard 
of honor and oat of the seewnbly ban.

Upon the return of the Speaker te 
the chair, various departmental re- 

1 ports were filed. Attorney-General A.
! M. Manson tabled the different reporte : 
of his department. Including thoee off - 
the Liquor Board, the labor depart
ment, provincial game warden. In* ' 
specter of municipalities^ Workmen’s 
Compensation Board. Mothers* Pea1- . 
8iona Board. Girls’ Industrial School, '

licenses In them.

The Liquor Board’s figures showed
a slowly growing sale of beer to li
censees. In the six months endlni 
March 31 last public sales were $5.-

708,573 and sales to licensees $914,605.
, In the preceding six months public 

sales totalled $6,771,378 and safes to 
licensees $1,062,023. The drop in beer
selling operations * during the winter 

< months Is plainly Indicated by these 
1 'statistics.

Reviewing the yearly period ending 
'March 31 last, Liquor Commissioner 
Hugh Davidson says that most of the 
municipalities have been energetic in 

: their efforts to carry out the provisions 
of the law and the board has not been1 
called updn to enter Into this phase 

V of enforcement to the same extent as 
Im in previous y ear a This report, of 
A; course, covers a period long previous 
: j to the recent liquor raids in Vancou-

of mines, brought down the annual re-

that the consideration of the

moved the adjournment of the Houee

With the eld tmdtOea
Pari laments theof Bril

at the

it-of-way at
to the l

what

tM. la m-

mîm
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DIVORCE UODOR 
FROM POLITICS

Legislature Likely to?B.C, Legisi 
Tackle Complete Reorgan 

• ization of Board.

SEQUEL TO PROBE

Victoria Times Scores Poli
ticians for Accepting 

Liquor Money.

IN SHARP EDITORIAL

VICTORIA, Dec. 17.—Complete 
overhaul of British Columbia’s present 
liquor administration loomed up today 
as the most important issue before the 
present session of the Provincial 
Legislature.

The proposal that the liquor commis
sioner and his entire organization be 
removed from the control of the gov
ernment and made responsible only to 
the Legislature will be advanced dur
ing the session and will receive sup
port, it is believed,, from both aides of 
the House.

Following a blunt demand by the 
Victoria Times, influential Liberal 
paper, that the liquor board be removed 
entirely from the influence of poli
ticians, It was learned that a move 
along this line already Is on foot. 
Leading Liberal members, who have 
discussed liquor matters recently, are 
known to favor the idea. It is con
sidered quite possible, in fact, that Wp 
the government will offer no opposi-'ra
tion but on the contrary may sponsor Si 
the plan itself. In any case the pro- ‘ 
posai will be threshed out before the ! 
House adjourns, if members who are 1 
interested pursue the course which L 
they are mapping out for themselves ' '

FOLLOWS IZF08VUB.
This move follows the recent cam-1 

paign fund revelations before thej 
Royal Commission on smuggling in' 
Vancouver. Leading Liberals feel that 
their party would be better off if the . 
government were relieved of the re
sponsibility of the liquor administra
tion altogether. This attitude found 
emphatic expression in the Times on 
Thursday night and is widely held in 
the higher counsels of the party. In 
view of the Times* demand, the idea 
undoubtedly will be considered by the 
cabinet during the present recess and 
may crystallize into definite action 
when the House reassembles.

It Is proposed that the Liquor Board 
be put in the same position as the 
Workmen’s Compensation Board, in the 
work of which the government has no 
power to interfere.
WAMT STATUS OXAKQBD.

The board is responsible direct W 
the Legislature, as Is the board ad- jPj 
ministering the new minimum wage 

" law. At present the Liquor Board is 
in a different position. It forms part 
of the government service and its pur
chasing is done through the govern
ment purchasing agent. The liquor 
commissioner himself is appointed by 
the government, which could dismiss 
him if it saw fit. Under the plan pro
posed the commissioner would be re
sponsible to the Legislature only, just 
as the comptroller-general is. If this 

i idea were carried out, it is felt that 
1 the government, whether it were Llb- 
I oral or Conservative, would be relieved 
[ of any possible stigma in connection 
I with campaign funds.

MÉæi
! Speech From Throne 
| First Business Before

Session on Reopening!
VICTORIA, Dec. 17.—Members' of 

the Legislature who came here for the 
formal opening of the House dispersed 
to all parts of the province Thursday 
night and today to spend the Christ
mas holidays at home. By this after
noon only ofie or two members re
mained here.

Mr. Speaker Buckham will return 
immediately to his home in Golden, 
while the only other interior members 
Who came down for the brief opening 
ceremony are homeward bound now.
C. S. Leary of KaSlo-Blooah, J. R. 
Colley of Kamloops, Rolph Bruhn of 
Salmon Arm and N. A. Wallinger of 

! Cranbrook were the only up-country 
I members who come to the Coast to 
participate In the opening.
. (first business before the House 

! when it reassembles in January will 
be consideration of the epeeuh from 

i the throne. In accordance with the 
ustial custom one of the Liberal mem
bers will be the flj-st speaker in the

VICTORIA. Dec. 17.—Demand that 
the legislature take "drastic remedial 
action" to curb the use of campaign 
funds in British Columbia and that the 

I Liquor Control Board be mado abso
lutely independent of political control,

1 Is voiced In a leading editorial In tho 
| Victoria Dally Times, one of the oldest 
| and ^staunchest Liberal papers In 
I Western Canada. The Times editorial,
(following campaign fund revelations 
before tho royal commission on 

[Ismuggllng. caused a sensation in 
Epolitical circles here today.
!j Under the caption, “The Trail of the 
$Serpent," the Times said:

"It rrtay not bo within the power of 
tho royal commission investigating 
tho customs service to pursue the 
slimy trail of political campaign con
tributions by tho liquor interests to 
tho end, but 1C has disclosed chough 
already to demand drastic remedial 
action from the Legislature. It has 
shown out of tho mouths of various 
witnesses that large sums have boon 

7 paid to political parties, and there can 
1 be no doubt that the commission has 
,] merely touched the fringe of these and 
j kindred subterranean activities.

"One witness described these pay- 
i mente as protective. What did they 
; protect and what were they expected 
i to protect? , If those interests are 
1 operating within the law. why should 
! they mako political contributions for 
! protection purposes? Evet-ybody knowa 

; that campaign funds are required by 
j political parties,, and that they are 
J quite legitimate as long as *hey are 
*not given for icq proper purposes ; but 

we would imagine that the last source 
from which political parties which 
wanted to keep themselves clean would 
accept assistance of this kind, would 
be the elements engaged in tho traffic 
some of tho ugly and unsavory 
features of which have been revealed 

i before tho royal commission recently. 
"One of the witnesses before thç 

commission feelingly said he wished 
there was a law prohibiting contribu
tions to political campaign funds. But 
if our present liquor laws arc not ob
served, what effect would one dealing 
with this particular practice have ? 
There is a better way than that, and 
that is to make it impossible for 
political parties to be of any value In 
any way to the contributors of those 
funds. The Liquor Control Board 
should be made completely Independent 
of all outside association, so much so 
that interests engaged in the liquor | 
business would not find it to their ad-™ 
vantage to devoto any funds to politi
cal purposes. In that case, as they 
are not in the habit of throwing 
money away, they would keep clear of B 
politics and campaign funds.

“There is a fine chance for some 
member of the Legislature to distin
guish himself this session by moving j 
to amend tho conditions under which 
tho Liquor Control Board exists, 
thç very least It can be mado as inde
pendent of political influence and com 
trol as tho Workmen's Compensation

Lieut - Governor’s Address 8 
Gives Opposition Small Op- " 
portunity to Contemplate. E
VICTORIA, Dec. 17. — Oppoeltioji I 

. members who were planning to hear 
the speech from the throne and then 
go away to their homes for the holiday 
festivities and quiet contemplation of 

1 the proposals contained in the first 
speech of His Honor Lieut--Governor 
Bruce, were disappointed. In the ad
dress prepared for the formal opening 

j the government left nothing but for- 
; mail ties.

In olden times the Lieutenant-Gover
nor’s speech was considered to be an 

\ outline of the programme of the ses
sional work, and upon this the opposi*

| tion always framed its attacks. But 
Hon. John Oliver did not propose to 

|.j disclose his hand or indicate his Inten
tions to the enemy, especially when 
three weeks must elapse before the 
session actually gets under way. He 
believes In the old adage about Idle- 

I j ness breeding mischief and he did not :
intend to give the mischievous opposi- | 

I tion any cause to disturb him later. V 
So the speech, which was drafted a 0! 

j few weeks ago, was pared and revised (.
and revamped until, in the words of- 

! I one distinguished member to the left '( 
of the Speaker, it became “a master- !

I
 piece" of nothingness.** But the empti
ness of the formai speech does not 
Indicate in any way that the session 
will be likewise, or that the govern
ment will not bring down a lot of 
legislation.

,!>

SPEND $553.000 ON 
«OTHERS’ PENSIONS

:

be the first spea 
d will be followed

live.

Dick Burde is Away 
To Early Start 

With House 
Comedy

VICTORIA, Dee. 17^-When the 
Legislature meets for the transac
tion of business after the holidays, 
the discussion of the Conserva
tives' day of glory at Kamloops may 
be officially discussed, for Major 
Dick Burde of Albernl, laid the 
foundation for it at the formal 
opening of the House.

The attorney-general, In his best 
style, was filing the reports of his 
large department, while other 
ministers wore following suit.
There was a pause—that sort of a 
pause that lends dignity to an oc
casion, especially when the occa
sion is to be the filing of the public 
accounts by the minister of 
finance.

While the minister was slqwly 
rising in his best opening-day man
ner, up bobbed the member for Al- 
bernf.

"Mr. Speaker," he exclaimed, “I 
have the honor, seconded by the 
Scottish member for Vancouver, to 
formally present herewith a full i 
and complete report on the Kam- ! 
loops Conservative convention."

Even the solemnity of opening 
day could not suppress the out- ; 
burst of applause.

■ i X*

3.C. Fund Benefits U6lH 
Families, Report to Legis- | 

lature Shows.
VICTORIA, Dec. 17.—British Colum- » > V 

, Ala spent $558.871 to aid deserving fc 
j mothers under the Mothers' Pension fl&.
I Act during the year ending September W 

■J ;;o, according to figures made public ■ f 
j in the annual report of the board ad- tip l 
i ministering the law. Of this amount » f 
j $553,871 was paid in actual assistance 
1 and $18,111 in administrative cx-

Durlng the year 1161 families, in- 1 
i'l eluding 3134 children, received assis

tance. In the month of September, 
the last month covered by the report, 
the board was assisting 986 families, 
with 2723 children, an average of 
$46.93 per month per family. Total 
payments under the law since it be
came effective in 1980 amount to $2,- 
952.182.

Of the 986 mothers receiving assis
tance i*r September 476 resided in 
Greater Vancouver, 425 In other mu
nicipalities and 85 in unorganized 
districts. Of the assisted mothers 
383 owned or held an equity in their
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Legislative Session 
Opened Formally by 
Lieutenant-Governor

Speech Promises Regulation of Loan Companies 
and Assistance of the Agricultural Industry—Ac- 

j tivity Indicated in Principal Primary Production of 
British Columbia

Business Will Be Resumed After
Christmas Vacation on January 10

THE Legislature of British Columbia was opened yesterday af
ternoon. The formalities connected therewith having all been 
carried out, the House rose after being in session about half an 

hour, and will not resume its sittings until Monday, January 10. A 
large proportion of the members were in their places for the open
ing ceremonies, only the more distant ones foregoing the oppor
tunity to be in attendance. Theje were more than thirty of them
in their seats

Officiates for First Time 
The occasion marked the first one 

upon which lion. It. Randolph Bruce, 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Prov- 

j Ince, has officiated in this capacity, 
j Accompanied by Hon. J. A. Buckham,
' the Speaker, and Hon. John Oliver,
| the Premier of the Province, His 
Honor, attended by his personal staff 

j and by officers of the Royal Canadian 
Navy, of Work Point Barracks, and 
of the Militia, entered the Legislative 
Chamber promptly on time.

A guard of honor drawn from the 
Naval Barracks and from Work Point 
received His Honor upon his arrival 
at the Buildings, and were duly in
spected by him following the cere
monies within the Chamber.

His Honor’s Address 
The address of His Honor was a 

brief one. It was as follows:
His Honor's speech was as follows: !> 
Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the Legislative Assembly:
. I welcome you to this the Third : 
Session of the Sixteenth Parliament j' 
of British Columbia.

Since the last Session of this i 
House General Viscount Byng of tj 
Vimy completed his term of office ! 
as Governor-General of Canada and R 
returned to the Motherland, bearing ; 

With him the sincere appreciation j' 
of the Canadian people for his pub- j 
lie service, and the very best | 
wishs> for himself and Viscountess

The high post of representative 
in Canada of His Majesty the King 
lias recently been filled by the ap
pointment of Viscount WilUngdon 
as Governor-General. We of Brit
ish Columbia Join with our fellow- 
C'anadians in extending a warm 
welcome to Viscount WilUngdon 
and the Viscountess.

It is a matter of pleasure' to note 
that business conditions in the 
Province have continued to improve 
and that substantial increases have 
occurred in timber, agriculture, 
mineral, and fishery production. 

Continued on Page 2

ASSETS OF B. C. 
TAKE QUICK RISÇ

I --------------
'Revaluation of Roads in British

Columbia Accounts for De- 
i cided Change in Position Re- 
] vealed by Public Accounts

HIGHWAYS ARE RATED AT

T _____
285 over the liabilities, while tn 
previous year these appeared 
$27,003,8Ï9. j / 3

Debt Redaction '
In a statement made by the 

minister it is set out that there haelf 
been during the past year a reduction 
in the public debt amounting to 

i $2,609,264.
The reduction was brought about 

by the retirement of a ten-year loan 
of over $3.000,000 which had fallen 
due and which had full sinking fund 
provisions. By the Judicious invest
ment of these sinking fund appro
priations, the Finance Department 
made a profit of $107.000, and this 
amount was paid into the consolidated 
revenue fund for the benefit of cur<

REPLACEMENT VALUATION rent exP*ndlture- Borrowings for newntr tli I VRLUHIIUIM capital expenditures during the year,
amounting to $434,000, made the net 
reduction of $2,610,000.

The sinking funds of the Province
Shown to Have Increased! a,mount >° m.esu.m.io. appropria-

lions and dividends on Investments for

Revenues of Government Are

Last Year Compared With, «« year amounting to $2,386,261.

Previous Twelve Months
I ipiR
}• -,1 ye;

has been a very decided increase in 
the assets during the period will 
apparently be misinformed.

The provincial assets of the Prov
ince for the past year are set down Atiiculture 
as in excess of the liabilities to the Generaf*1.*?'.....
extent of about $64,000,000, which is Education ...........
given as an increase of $35,921,000 yjehertee ........

r over the 1924-’6 period. l.abor .................,
This $35,000.000 of an increase. JJlJf.t,,,'.. ,r„L

, however, is accounted for from the vat* Bills Fees) ______
fact that the value of the roads of ThVproviiiclal 1T1.464.94
the Province have in the balance sheet secretary ........ 97.3*7.41
of 1925-'26 been placed at something of*te " * " Î
like $36,383,000 above what they * ***** 
were in the previous year’s report. It 
is not pretended that in the past year 
there has been an improvement kplul Account ; s
amounting to the sum of over $36.- «

It* liT gratifying to observe that 
the products of British Co umbto.
In competitive exhibition with the 
products of Other parts of the] 
world, have won highest awards.

My Government has continued it 
efforts to obtain elimination of un 
mrlust and discriminatory transpor-

taR°enewedS" application has been 
made by my Government for the V 
return by the Government of the I- 
Domlnlon of the unalienated por
tions of the lands granted In aid 
ot the construction of the Canadian 
pacific Railway.

Construction of main trunk roads 
has been carried on vigorously dur

ing the 'year and substantial pro 
rr«s has been made. Slmultan- 
• ” - ■ -«-—■'has beyi put

settlers’

A report of the Royal Commis
sion appointed to inquire, interalla, .
Into the problem of mental disease | 
in this Province will be submitted Ï 
for your consideration.

The annual reports of the depart- ] 
ments of Government will be placed , 
before you. !

The public accounts for the fiscal 
year 1926-'26 and the estimates of i 
revenue and expenditure for the j 
fiscal year 1927-'28 will be sub
mitted for your consideration.

Legislation designed for the 
assistance and protection of the 
agricultural industry and for the 
protection of the public in connec-l 
tion with loan companies will be, 
presented.

The removal by death of Mr.
Arthur Ormlston Cochrane, late 
member for the electoral district,, 
of North Okanagan, is very deeply 1

refrnow leave you In confidence i . 
that your duties will be faithfully 
performed and with the prayer that % 
the blessing of Almighty God may ft 
be with you in your deliberations ,
Following its reading and the re

tirement of the Lieutenant-Governor 
the House proceeded to formal busi
ness, which was preceded by the 
time-honored custom of the Introduc
tion of a bill thus asserting the rights 
of the legislative body which has 
come down from early days. This 
was a hill to amend the Interpretation 
Act Introduced by the Attorney-Gen
eral, which passed Ite first reading.

A number of reports were pre
sented by the Ministers, which was in 
customary manner broken into by 
Major R. J. Burde. member for Al- 
berni, offering a blank sheet which 
he deecribed as the report of the 
Kamloops Convention.

A formal resolution threatening 
dire calamities that would ^descend
upon thehavTgain'ed11 the” election aesets and liabilities. Under the
iouna 10 bribery or cor- asset* are set out the revenues pay-
or 80Q*h^,a8 duly passed. Provision able by the Dominion Government, 
rUPtl rnade for the usual standing properties held by the Government, at 

* * well as roads and bridges. Under the 
heading of current assets is included 
caeh, accounts receivable, livestock, 
etc., while against this, under liabili
ties, are various related heads. The 
deferred assets are largely related to 
the P.G.B., consisting of loans and 
advances.

For the year 1924-’25 the excess of 
assets ever liabilities under the divis
ion of capital is given as $32,871,461. 
In the year 1924-’2B, with the lower 
valuation for roads of the Province, 
the situation was reversed and there 
was shown an excess of liabilities over 
assets under this capital heading of 
$8,439,899.

Under the head of current assets 
and liabilities, the statement for 1916- 
’26 shows an excess of assets to the 
amount of $7,693,346. In the previous 
year the assets showed a balance of 
$9,566,04$.

Under the deferred heading the 
book values of deferred assets are 

in tlie l*r

The public debt at March 31. 1926, 
was $79,396,000, while at March Si, 
1926, the debt Including temporary 
borrowing amounted to $76,786,000. 
The provincial debt, therefore him 
been reduced by $2,610,000 during the

The revenues and expenditures for 
the year 1925-’26, under both current 
and capital account, as compared with 
the year previous, shows that the

public accounts for the fiscal 
ar ending March 31, 1926, were 

'presented to the Legislature of British 
^Columbia yesterday by the Minister 
of Finance, Hon. J. D. MacLean. The 
balance sheet of the Province for the 
twelve months would, on casual ex
amination. lead to the conclusion that 
the Province had made very large expenditures for the two years were 
advances during the past twelve verV 6lmllAr ,n thelr The
months as compared with the previous revenues for the last year made quite 
year an advance over the preceding year.

The resident of the Province who Relative Figured
jumps to the conclusion that there The fo,iowl„g table shows the rela-

tivè revenues and expenditures for the 
two years:

(Torrent Account: 1925-26
$ 83,969.83 $

1934-SI 
30.949.66 1 -i

4.8*2,331.SI 3,671,316.14
19.741.70 6t.04l.ll

11.2.71.57».*3 10.481.016.64

Railway»
Total fartent

4,066.644.93

73.804.IS

630.61
3,946,211.77

*4,164.11
lt.440.0j

Account ....$30.101.171.67 $11,131.167 11 
Capital Account :

000,000 made in the roads. The altera
tion in the figures is accounted for by 
[the fact, that it was felt that the 
former figure of $11,000,000 was too

I
 Roads Valued Higher

The Government caused an esti
mate to be made of the roads on the 
basis of their replacement value, and

I
 the result of this was the placing of 
the value of this asset of the people 
being fixed at a new figure of over 
$48,000,000. This is the cause of the 
very sudden advance in apparent 
wealth of the Province as revealed by 
the balance sheet.

The balance sheet of the Province 
under the present system adopted In 
figuring the assets and liabilities, is 
like ancient Gaul, divided Into three 
parts.—Onfe of these cover the capital

Chgd. to Loans... 661.61S.66

Total Revenue. $21.776,666.16 $19.311.611.16 j

Expenditure
Current Account:

Public Debt .........$ 3,761.061.4# $ 3,9*6.663.
legislation ........... 130,042.00 136,646. .
Premier's Office. 14.006.13 14,741.06 I
Agriculture .......... 1,MS,617.91 470,941.66]
The Attorney- . 1.766.166.40

. 3,149,063.06

. 1,297.081.33
13.321.76
<4.966.0*

1,6(6,060.77
3(0,036.06

2.316,934.16 
1,666,631.37 

66,661.19

1.134.072.(3 . 
3.208,194.30 
1,612,839.17 j 

1 6.(30.71 
6.136.46

rômmïftïë. "of the Hou», and un th.\ 
0f Premier Oliver it was de 

elded that the consideration of the 
addreau of Ht. Honor should r.eehr. 
first consideration upon the resuming 
Of business, and take precedence of 
all other business until It was dis-

Adjournment was taken until J 
o’clock on Monday. January 10.

General
Education ............
Finance .................
Fisheries ................
Industries .............

The Provincial
Secretary ..........

Public Works ...

Total Current ••• ;g
Account ....$18,666.(34.66 f16.116.866.71

Capital Account.
Chgd. to Incoiha 1,444.461.11 3,»e«.0M.<6

Total expendi
ture, Charged
te Income ..$31.676.676.15 8H.3S7.6U.S6

66.M6.L_ , 
1,343,316.VI j 

3(8.441.66
3,366,374.69 
3,6(6.337.19. 

3«e,6M.r

Provincial Police 
Were on Duty at 

Home Opening

AT the opening of the Legis
lature yesterday afternoon 

a detachment of the Provincial i? 
Police, under Inspector T. W. 
Parsons and Sergeant Robert 
Owen, were on duty looking 
after the arrangements con
nected with the ceremonies. In 
their striking uniforms they 
were eàfeily distinguishable and 
aided materially in the handling 
of the crowd.

While the Provincial force 
supervised the arrangements at 
the buildings, the city police 
under Inspector Boulton lool 
after the traffic as it ent* 
the Parliament grounds.
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OPPOSITION

Air. I'ooiey, in seconding the reso
lution. referred to the relationships 
that he had had with Mr. Cochrane 
in the House, which were, of course, 
of a very close character. He said 
that the late member was very highly 
respected in the community in which 
he lived.

"Mr. Cochrane was a true gentle
man," said Mr. Pooley.

"We will miss his hearty greeting 
and the smile of Mr. Cochrane," 
added Mr. Pooley in referring to. the 
relations that had existed between the 
late Mr. Cochrane and the members 
on his side of the House. While the 
Xeellngs of the members of the leg
islature would be keen, the death of 
Mr. Cochrane would be much more 
keenly appreciated by the members 
of his family.

He hoped that the divine hand 
might temper the affliction in the 
home so that they might be enabled 
to bear it.

The resolution was carried by a 
standing vote of the members of the 
legislature.

FUELING REFERENCES MADE 
YESTERDAY TO DEATH OF MIL 

ARTHUR O. COCHRANE

Vacant Chair and Desk Covered With 
Flowers at Opening of

Sympathetic reference was made 
I at the opening of the legislature yes- 
, terday to the death of Mr. Arthur O. 
Cochrane, the late member for North 

j Okanagan. In addition to the refer- 1 ence made to his passing away in the 
, Speech of His Honor, the Lleutenant- 
1 Governor, the loss that had been suf- 
jfered by the legislature and the 
* Province was made the subject of a 
|resolution moved by Premier Oliver 
land seconded by Mr. U. H. Pooley, 

rjthe House leader of the Opposition. 
iThla was passed by a standing vote of 
Ihe members conveying sympathy to 

;the widow and members pf the 
.bereaved family.

(
I The desk that had been formerly 
: occupied In the House by Mr. Coch- 
: rane was vacant at the opening yes- ! terday. A massive wreath of white 
t chrysanthemums entwined with pink 
i carnations occupied the top of the 
I desk, while his chair carried a slml- 

' lar floral offering.
Premier Pays Tribute 

The Premier, in moving the resolu
tion of sympathy, said he felt that he 
was voicing the sentiments of every 
membèr of the House when he said 
that it had been with the deepest re
gret that they had learned a few 
weeks ago of the death of the mem- 

'Jier for North Okanagan.

te
Mr. Oliver said that he had not 
lown the late member until he en- 
jred the Legislature. During his ac-

SPEAKER SAYS HE }
KNOWS NOTHING OF 

REPORTED APPOINTMENT
Hon. J. A. Buckham, Speaker of 

the Legislature, was the subject of 
congratulations from many sides yes
terday upon his reported appointment 
to a position on the Vancouver Har
bor Commission. The Speaker’s reply 

j was that ho knew nothing about It.

1 First Legislative Body 
Met in Victoria in 1856

For Seventy Years City Has Been Meeting Place 
B of Representative Assemblies Under Various 

Forms of Government

TAtfUARŸ 1

MlR.I*00LEI(SIEEKS
LEADER DESIRE^] 

INFORMATION ABOUT PACIFIC j 
GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY

The formal opening of the Legisla
ture yesterday recalls the fact that in 
the city of Victoria there have been 
representative assemblies holding ses
sions for the past seventy years. The 
first of these dates back to colonial 
days prior to the organization of Brit
ish Columbia, when there existed the 
official crown colony of Vancouver

In the year 1856, acting under di
rect instructions from Downing 
Street, Sir James Douglas, the second 
governor of Vancouver Island, made 
provision for the holding of an elec
tion, and the selection of representa
tives to serve in a legislative,assembly 
which it had been directed should be 
called together to assist In the gov
ernment of the colony.”

On August 12 of that year this as
sembly met in Victoria. Dr. J. S. 
Helmcken was duly elected the first 
Speaker.

That saw the beginning of repre
sentative government as far as this 
part of the Empire was concerned. 
Ever since then, however, there has 
been assembling in the city of Vic
toria legislative bodies that repre
sented the people.

Following the days of the Crown 
colony of Vancouver Island there suc
ceeded the Crown colony of British 
Columbia, which Included the Main
land and Vancouver Island.

In turn the union of British Colum
bia came with the Dominion of Can
ada under Confederation with re
sponsible government and the city of 
Victoria remained the capital, con
tinuing as the assembling place of the 
legislative bodies.

Since Confederation was entered 
into the present Legislature is the 
sixteenth that has served the elec-

Premlor A’sks House to Endorse Gov
ernment's Request for Return 

of Railway Lauds

Premier rala 
little that I hell 1

Fr/cf^y

The order paper yesterday was 
loaded up with notices of motion and 
questiions seeking information rela
tive to matters of public business. Of 
the latter, naturally the great bulk 
of the questions was asked by mem
bers of the opposition.

Mr. R. H. Pooley takes early oc
casion to move for all correspondence 
relative to any negotiations looking to 
the sale of the Pacific Great Eastern.

Premier Oliver has a resolution on 
the order paper in which the ap
proval of the Legislature is proposed 
to be given to the move made by the 
Government of the Province in the 
matter of seeking to have the lands of 
the railway belt in British Columbia 
returned to the Province by the Do
minion Government.

Among the questions that are 
placed on the order paper is one by 
Mr. Pooley asking for details of the 
money expended on roads in the 
Province since 1919, derived from 
grants made by the Dominion, and 
also the districts in which these ex
penditures were made.

Mr. H. Despard TWIgg has a series 
of questions relative to the arrange
ments of Government heads with Mr. 
G. McGeer, K.C., in connection with 
the freight rates case, and also de
tails of the disbursements to him.

Mr. Pooley also wants to know 
about the sales of lands In the Uni
versity block at Point Grey.

Mr. J. Hlne.hliffe wants informa
tion as to the purchase of drain pipe 
for the grounds of the Parliament 
Buildings.

Hon. T. G. Coventry desires to 
know something about the employ
ment of Mr. L. Maulvaney at Burns 
Lake as road foreman.

Major A. J. Lyons is Inquisitive as 
to one Jack McLean, employed in the 
Public Works In Omineca. He also 
wants to know about some contracts 
at Tranquille.

Mr. Coventry asks about fires along 
j the Nakusp & Sandon Railway.
! Mr. Pooley desires to know about 
I the licences issued to the Manitoba 

Refineries as exporters. He also asks 
J information about certain contracts 

on the Cariboo Road. *
Mr. Pooley wants to know when 

the various University Buildings were 
taken over and whether any repairs 
were necessary to them. He has quite 
a long list of questions covering 
various public works and the costs 
of them.

Mr. James Schofield makes in- 
| qulrips about the giving of Vancou- 
I ver representation in the Cabinet,
' h '■ggrjraigi
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great mistake, he said, had been 

some Cime ago in connection 
tvith this liquor policy. It had been 
decided by the people of the province 
fchat liquor should be available by 
Government sale. It was the right of 
democracy to say what it wanted.

The people had in view in that con
nection, that liquor was to be removed 
ijfrom private interests and that it 
phould be handled by the Govern- 
nent.

Big Profits a Mistake
pi The Government, he said, had madeFrank Statement Is Made by Vancouver Member— > mistake by making big profit byI idllk ouivcmciiv 10 j — - - ------- «Charging high prices for the liquor.

""’he second mistake that was made by 
:he Government was when it made it 

possible to make profit for private in
terests.

The situation w*as revealed that in 
'.onsequence they had men trying on

General Odium Takes 
Strong Viezvs on Many 

Provincial Questions
Promises Welcome for Hon. S. F. Tolmie When 
He Takes Seat as Opposition Leader — Oriental 

Problem Must Be Faced, He Contends

Captain Ian Mackenzie Praises Record
Of Oliver Administration During Decade

IN moving the address in rcplv to the speech of His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor. General Victor Odium, of Vancouver, 
delivered a rather outstanding speech in the Legislature yes

terday afternoon, one in which he did not pretend to stand sponsor 
for all that the Government did, while at the same time he announced 
himself as a sincere Liberal. ; fpTOgBIWW

He in turn alluded to Dr. Toimi™
J choice by the Conservatives of the 

province as the leader of the party, i 
j but took the position that he should !

Turning to his own city, |
Vancouver was now a mel 
city; a world city; a growing 

Quoting from figures that Ln. 
given by Mr. R. H. McMillan, 
showed that British Columbia j 
making more marked progress Ini 
lumber production than were U 
States of Washington and Oregon. ] 
was the old basic industry of 
Province, and it promised to lonH 
main well at the top among th. 
dustries.

Other industries were also mate 
rapid progress. At the same tlmej 
said that money was not everj 
in the life of a people.

Spiritual Side of Life"
“Life is made up of more th 

what we eat and what we drink andj 
what we wear,” said he. ‘There!] 
the spiritual side.”

In this line British Columbia :
pie one hand to get large profits and : had a most remarkable

He contended that the judgment 
that the Government of the day had 
done well was not good enough. There 
must be vision on the part of those 
who governed the province. The 
liquof policy of the Government came 
under review at the hands of Gen. 
Odium, who felt that there had been 
a deviation from what the people 
actually wanted In this respect. He 
wanted the price of good liquor—if 
there was such, he added—reduced to 
a fair price so as to take the profit 
out of the handling of it by the Gov
ernment. Then in turn he would 
eliminate the opportunities for profit
ing in it by private interests. If this 
were done some of the shame that was 
felt at the exposures before the Iloyal 
Commission might be obviated.

Pacific Great Eastern
On the P.G.E. question, he took the 

ground that the province could not at 
the present time undertake the com
pletion of that line. He advocated a 
policy of “steady” with respect to 
that line, which would ln time be an

He was glad that the Premier had 
done*so well with respect to the move 
to regain the Peace River block and 
also praised the Premier for his fight 
on the freight rates question, al
though in that matter he felt there 
had been some misrepresentation in 
the matter.

Before he closed he made rather a 
happy allusion to the new leader of 
the Conservative party, Hon. S. P. 
Tolmie, and said that both sides would 
welcome any man who would bring 
to the House higher aspirations. In 
passing, he also paM a compliment to 
Mr. Pooley, who, he thought, might 
have had the opportunity of winning 
at the next election.

Raises Oriental Question
In conclusion, Gen. Odium said he 

was of the opiniqn that something 
must be done in the matter of grap
pling with the Oriental question in 
the province. He felt that if the turn
over tax proposed was a means of 
meeting the situation, it would; be 
welcomed.

CapL Ian Mackenzie, also of

J get into the House at once.

nother class trying to get power 
hrough this traffic. This created a 
rery bad sltuUtion.

He advised as a remedy the giving 
>f good liquor—if, as he added, 
liquor could at any time be good’’— 
nd at the same time wipe out the pri

vate profit. This would wipe out the 
>eer parlors. It would remove the in- 
entlve to bootleggers to violate the

k would be betraying a trust im- 
losed upon me by the people of Van- 
ouver if I did not raise this matter," 
,e added.

With private and public profits 
nade possible, a condition was created 
hat should not exist. He was glad 
hat the Attorney-General was investi- 
:ating the matter and hoped that the

Speaker Buckham, by precipitate 
action when the address was moved j. 
by Gen. Odium and before he had K 
spoken, called for the vote on it and 

j declared it carried, an action which ; 
had to be cancelled at once, to the j$ 
amusement of the members.

In opening his speech, General ” 
Odium expressed the view that all the 
members would be pleased at the full 
restoration to health which had been 
the portion of the Speaker.

He also made reference to the de
parture from Canada of Lord By.ng, 
who had in another capacity been 
known to many Canadians before he 
came to the country as Governor- 
General, and who had made a most 
favorable name for himself while in 
this latter position. He had been suc
ceeded by Viscount Willingdon, one 
of the envoys of the British Empire 
and who might be expected to become 
as popular as Lord Byng had been. ' 

He also referred to the fact that I 
Mr. W. C. Nichol had, since the last ti 
sitting of the Legislature, vacated the | 
post of Lieutenant-Governor, which 
he had filled with dignity. His gen- | 
erosity would be long remembered. | 
The successor to Mr. Nichol had h 
come from another part of the prov- | 
ince. He had already won his way ij 
into the hearts of the citizens of the fj 
province.

Tribute to Late Member 
The Vancouver member paid his 

repects to the late member for North 
Okanagan. Mr. Cochrane had stamped 

i himself ns a man of ability and up- 
■ rightness. North Okanagan would be 
the poorer for his death. The riding 
would be fortunate indeed to have his 
place filled by one as able as he.

In excusing himself for takinç part 
in the debate, General Odium said 
that since he entered the House' he 
had established for himself a repu- 
tatlon for silence. He felt that the' 
traditions of the British constitution & 
were well lived up to in the discussion kJ 
of policy as set out in the Speech bc-

(situation would be cleared up.

then proceeded to enumerate some] 
of the works that had been tun 
out during the past year by British! 
Columbia authors in the line of flc-1 
tion, history, and travel. In this con-1 
nection he praised the efforts of 1 ^
B. A. McKelvie, who was a member! 
of the press gallery. He also included! 
such names as Mr. Kay, Mrs. Adams! 
Beck, and also alluded to the valu-J 
able historical work by Mr. R.
Reid.

Before he left this subject he al-J 
luded to the controversy that had 
arisen over the natal day of British 
Columbia in which Mr. Justice i 
tin and Judge Howay had differ^ 
There had been talk of a referenci 
the Legislature in the matter of t 
tllng the dispute. This he did 
think would be desirable. A deck 
tion of the House on the point woi 
not of necessity be a decision, 
was of the opinion that it was a i__ 
ter to be settled by historians ln 1

The literary production of 
Province and even the dispute as tj 
the natal day only went to show 1 
mental activities were at the boil! 
point in the Province.

Then referring to the Kamk ' 
convention General Odium said 
it was a public duty that the Con-5 
servatives had performed there, 
named a leader of the party and 1 
selected a man well known in 
Province and highly respected.
Pooley, who had the deepest rest___

^ _ lof all In the House, was still to br!
",0m.e.!ne“.ïr° thero W‘r” HOU.. leader, he understood. He w,.l 

*• ,the.5act the opportunity „omewhat Borry thlt Mr Pooley haj|
* “fs ,?Ut ? not been given the leadership. ” 

the liquor business across the line in nnA __
the United States. u ” u *

Tolmie. He felt that the prêt 
Not Ready for P.G.E. Extension ! House leader might have had

Party funds, said General Odium, 
ire known to exist. Everyone knew 
hey existed. They might not all ap- 
irovc of the system, but they did not 
ake a stand against it.

There were evils connected with 
“lections. Any educational campaign 
balled for large expenditures of 
noney. These funds must be provid
ed. He felt, however, that they must 
iry to see that no come-back followed 
Lhc giving of funds, and members of. 
(he Legislature must be kept inde
pendent.
: The commission would, he supposed. 

^ Ut again. He felt that the evils that 
j >ere being unearthed here were not 
| Peculiar to the Pacific Coast. They 

jvere prjsyaleiLaçrosa.tlLct,yhQle

hope of taking power at an elei 
Welcomes Dr. Tolmie 

He had felt sure that Dr. Tolmie [ 
would have taken the first oppor-‘| 
tunlty of entering the House. It 
rumored that there had been offe| 
made to allow him to do so.

H<hj

iis !'■
th n

couver, seconded the address in reply forc tho House sc i tied down to the tv 
to the speech, but his address was .of Kj actual business of tho session, 
an èntirely different character to that. v- v. --v—raœr {
of Gen. Odium. The greater part of I The general said that he had beenU 
his speech was taken up with the pre- i given the widest scope in dealing with 
sentation of argument as to what the j the subject.
present Government had done in the L “I do not say this in a spirit of re- K - 
ten years in which it had been in f aellion," he added. "I am a sincere 
power with a mass of figures taken s member of the Liberal party, but with! 
from each department of the serviçp, | a, great deal of freedom.” 
comparing the development ln that : Approaching the subject of the 
time in the different lines of industry/ liquor traffic, Général Odium said; 
for which due credit was in each case : “There has lately been a great deal 
given to the Government of the day. af discussion of this question that has , 

He endorsed the scheme of taking ’em our souls. The investigation in 
the control of the liquor business out (Vancouver and in Victoria could not 
of the hands of the Government and but pain us all.”
the placing of it in the hands of tjJJ 
Legislature itself. Capt. Mackenzie^ 
in fact, claimed to have been the dis
coverer of this system of handling the j 
business, and had the Government i 
taken bis advice in 1121 all

The Vancouver member then de
voted attention to the P.G.E. Railway.
He said that he gave the present Gov
ernment credit for taking steps in get
ting outside business men to assist tif ] 
the administration of the affairs of the 
road. These men were not party men 
in any sense. They would deal fairly t . ,
by the Province in the matter. While were not taken advantage of, 
the P.G.E. might have been a mis- ever* .
take when launched, he had faith ln In Passing the member for Van-] 
its ultimate success. couver offered the suggestion thi

He advised a policy of "steady" in there was too often, in connection! 
connection with the affairs of the with these positions of leadership, too|l 
P.G.E. It seemed that the expend!- great a tendency to follow the rule J 
ture of large sums might bring the "ears down rather than hands up.”/ 
solution, but the expenditures that ; Dr. Tolmie was entitled to the opgjT 
were required in this line were be- tunity and all would welcome him j 
yond the scope of the Province at the j the House if he would aid in poi 
present. They would have to wait j to greater and better things, 
until the Province was better able ki The general said that there was 
a financial way to grapple with the great & tendency on the part of 1 
matter. parties to either strive to keep on i

The Government, he said, had can- j Government benches or to get_*§ 
vassed the whole situation, but had , them. If the other side in the ]_” 
not found the stability of any proposal had a policy which it was prep 
that it would like. They could not to bring forward with zeal and i 
expend the money that was necessary j deavor to put Into effect it would j 
today to complete the road. , the enthusiasm of the House.

General Odium complimented the General Odium made referencr ^ 
Premier upon the energy that he had the Oriental question. This, he i 
shown ln connection with the move to was gaining strength in Vancou

Continuing, he said that if these ; 
lings referred to did not take place, ’ 
(ere must have been “some tall '

regain the Peace River block. He was 
himself now convinced that the Prov
ince had a bona fide right to this 
block. It would probably come back 
and might be the means of securing 
the extension of the P.G.E.

He also praised the Premier for the 
energy that he had shown In connec
tion with the freight rate question. 
Some had got weary of it. There had 
been some misrepresentation In con
nection with It, but there had been a 
start made in the getting of results. 
There had been a reduction of one- 
third in the freight rates on grain
from tho Pro Irion mhloh won raal non.

and in the line of agriculture 
peril and evil were being keenly I 
He had learned that seventy-fi 
cent of the goods sold from wholei 
row In Vancouver went to Orient 
The Chinese were now doing the 
tall business. It would be 
matter of time until they 
wholesale end of the busfnei 
Chinaman was gaining in 
upon business. He was 
in the payment of taxés, 
ter respect it was difficult 
the Oriental. There was i 
mystery

no small





THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1926:

OPENED PROVINCIAL 
LEGISLATURE TO-DAY

.ieut.-Governor R. Randolph Bruce

,IGHT BUT IMPORTANT BILL 
LEGISLATIVE FARE FACES 

IEMBERS AS THEY START WORK
Lieutenant-Governor Randolph Bruce Officiates as 

King’s Representative* for First Time in Declaring 
Legislature’s Session Under Way; Brief Colorful 
Ceremony Watched by Large Crowds *

With a light but highly important legislative programme ahead 
of it, the third session of the Sixteenth Parliament of British Col
umbia was formally opened by His Honor Lieutenant-Governor 
Randolph Bruce here this afternoon. The colorful opening cere
monies took less than an hour when the House adjourned to start 
actual work on January 10.

Legislation designed to improve the marketing methods of Bri
tish Columbia agriculturists through co-operation, and a new law 
to protect the public in the operations of loan companies were the 
fonly measures forecast in the Spe^h from the Throne, read bv the. El ** *»».*—! l— — — L — —_

,leu tenant-Governor. Many other 1 
alters of Importance will arise dur- .

|ing the session, however, making the 
sessional programme Important to 
every part of the Province.

to
r

A large crowd of Invited guests 
{filled the Legislative Chamber when 
the House opened, and the public 
galleries were crammed to capacity 
as the ceremonies commenced.

Much of the former splendor was 
lacking, and over the whole assembl- 
ige there was a sense of sorrow, for 
>n the desk formerly occupied by 
Arthur O. Cochrane. Conservative 
nember for North Okanagan, were 

I wo Immense wreaths, floral tributes 
I of affection and respect from the 

Government and from his fellow 
members of the Opposition.
GOVERNOR ARRIVES

Promptly at 8 o'clock the great 
bronze doors of the Parliament 
Buildings were thrown back to ad
mit His Honor and his guard of 
honor. The thirty-five members of- 
the assembly who had come to play 
their part In the brief moment of' 
history rose; the crowded galleries 
and distinguished visitors stood to 
respectful attention, as His Honor, 
escorted by Mr. Speaker Buckham 
in his black robes passed through the- 
hall to the dais.
SPEECH FROM THRONE 

The guard of honor, drawn from 
the officers of the naval and military 
establishments here, stood to* rigid 
attention while His Honor took his 
station and faced the members, bow

Renewed application has been 
made by my Government for the 
return by the Government of the 
Dominion of the unalienated por
tions of the lands granted in aid 
of the construction of the Can
adian Pacific Railway.

Construction of main trunk 
roads has been carried on vigor
ously during the year and sub
stantial progress has been made. 
Simultaneously every effort has 
been put forth to provide requi
site settlers’ roads.

A report of the Royal Commis
sion appointed to inquire, inter 
alia, into the problem of mental 
disease in this Province will be 
submitted for your consideration.

The annual reports of the de
partments of Government will be 
placed before you.

The Public Accounts for the 
fiscal year 1925-26 and the Esti
mates of Revenue and Expendi
ture for the fiscal year 1927-28 
will be submitted for your con - , 
sidération.

Legislation designed for the as
sistance and protection of the 
agricultural industry anJ for the 
protection of the public in con
nection with loan companies will 
be presented.

The removal by death of Arthur 
Ormiston Cochrane, late member 
for the electoral district of North 
Okanagan, is very deeply re-

I now leave you in confidence 
that your duties will be faith
fully performed and with the 
prayer that the blessing of Al
mighty God may be with you in 
your deliberations.lng first to the right and then to the 

left, courtesies that were acknowl- CEREMONIES BRIEF 
edged by all. His^ Honor then read Having concluded,
the Speech from the Throne:

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
Legislative Assembly:
I welcome you to this the 

Third Session of the Sixteenth 
Parliament of British Columbia.

Since the last session of this 
House General Viscount Byng of 
Vimy completed his term of of
fice as Governor-General of Can
ada and returned to the Mother
land, bearing with him the sin
cere appreciation of the Canadian

His Honor

BEER SALES
The Liquor Board's figures showed I 

a slowly growing sale of beer to li
censees. In the last six-month 
period the total sales Included $5,- 
733,697 to the public and $1.262,073 to 
the licensees. In the six months-end
ing March 31 last public sales were 
$6,708,673 and sales to licensees $914.- 
605. In the preceding six months 
public sales totaled $6,771,378, and 
sales to licensees $1.062,023. The drop 
In beer selling operations during the 
Winter months Is plainly indicated by 
these statistics. 1
ILLEGAL SALE

Review the yearly period ending 
March 31 last, Liquor Commissioner 
Hugh Davidson says that most of the 
municipalities have been energetic in 
their efforts to carry out the provis
ions of the law, and the board has 
not been called upon to enter into 
this phase of enforcement to the 
same extent as in previous years. 
This report, of course, covers a per
iod long previous to the recent liquor 
aids in Vancouver.

"No cases under the statue of 
outstanding importance have oc
curred during the period under 
review, but the illegal selling of 
liquor continues," the commis
sioner adds, "and presents many 
difficulties despite the opportuni
ties for purchasing liquor at 
Government stores, and the fa
cilities for the consumption of 
beer in public.
"Continuous supervision of licensed 

premises is required, more particu
larly in the urban centres, and es
pecially in the city of Vancouver, 
where the density of population af- 

r fords the greatest likelihood of the 
(act being broken. The board views 
the receipt of a license as a franchise, 
and while the enforcement of the law 
rests primarily with the police, the 
statute gives the board dis
ciplinary authority to suspend, and i 
cancel licenses, and In the exercise of 
this authority the board has earnest
ly endeavored to co-operate with the 
police. Where licenses have been t v 
suspended or cancelled a salutary ■ 
punishment through loss of trade has 
resulted, and this, It Is hoped, will 
prove a deterrent to others.

Mr. Davidson’s figures show that l 
fifteen beer licenses were suspended [ 
in the yearly period 1926-26, and two * 
were cancelled. One club license was 
suspended and two cancelled.

"The brewing of beer for private : 
luse, which is permitted under the i 
unland Revenue Act, is a very gen- ^ 
Jeral practice,’’ Mr. Davidson states, 
r’lt is regrettable that this provision 
■exists as it adds to the problems of t 
law enforcement.”
1

bowed again to the right and to the 
left, and once more escorted by Mr. 
Speaker, passed through the ranks 
of the guard of honor and out of the 
assembly hall.

Upon the return of the Speaker 
to the chair, various departmental, 
eports were filed. Attorney-General 
L M. Manson tabled the different 
eports of his department, including 

Those of the Liquor Board, the La
bor Department, Provincial Game 
(Warden, Inspector of Municipalities, 
Workmen's Compensation Board, 
Mothers’ Pensions Board, Girls' Inv:B Dublin service end comers tensions Hoard, vins m- S5p,JL!;p hi!*pwlahsi feî h?m - > dustrial School, Insurance Départît 27vSSLS£lJ5r ment, Official Guardian and the Fire''••oountess Byng. Marshall. Hon. J. D. MacLean. Mln-

The high post of ropi^sentative - - — • - -- - —
in Canada of Hit Majesty the 
King has recently been filled by 
the appointment of Vieopunt Wil- 
lingdon ae Governor-General. We 
of British Columbia join with our 
fellow-Canadlana in extending a 
warm welcome to Viecount Wil- 
lingdon and the Viscountess.

It is a matter of pleaeure to 
note the* business conditions in 
the Province have continued to 
Improve and that substantial in
creases have occurred in timber, 
agriculture, mineral, and fishery 
production.

It is gratifying to observe that 
the products of British Columbia 
in competitive exhibition with 
the produote of other parts of 

i the world, have won highest 
\ awards. _ ______

My Government has continued 
? 'unjui't

lister of Finance, presented the Pub
lic Accounts, and Mr. Manson, act
ing Minister of Mines, brought dbwn 
the annual report of that depart,

Premier Oliver made the customary 
motion that the consideration of thé 
Speech from the Throne be the first 
order of business to be considered, 
and also moved the adjournment of 
the House until January 10.

In accordance with the old tradition 
of British Parliaments the Govern
ment introduced a minor bill at the 
opening to indicate that public busi
ness has the right-of-way at the 
session. The bill was an amendment 
to the Interpretation Act. It elirain 
ates what is known in the law a 
“Personal Désigna ta” except where 
this Is expressly provided for by 
statute. Some confusion about thé 
functions of judges and appeals 
arising out of their work will be; re
moved by the legislation, the Gov
ernment believes.

After these formalities the assem-
Y adjourned until January 10, when* ... ' ' ‘ -----  ' it

Sale For Last Twelve Months 
$13,622,948 Exclusive of 

Beer Men’s Profit
British Columbia’s net liquor 

bill for the year ending Septem
ber 30 last totalled $13,622,948, 
according to figures laid before 
the Legislature to-day by Attor- 
ûey-General Manson in reports 
of the Liquqr Qontfol Board.

Of this amount $11,447,270 was. 
represented by the sale of liquor to 
the public in Government liquo- 
stores and $2,176,675 in the sale of 
beer by the Government to beer li
censees. As, no account- is kept of 
beer licensees’ retail prices It is im
possible to state definitely how much 
money was spent altogether in the 
Province on legal hard liquor and 
beer. Taking the profits of the li
censees Into consideration the to^a1 
figure must have been somthlng over 
$14,000,000 for the twelve months.

. Liquor sales for the last six- I 
month1 period ending September 
30 last were slightly larger than 
for’the two previous semi-annual 
periods, the Liquor Board’s fig
ures indicated. Covering three of 
these periods, they showed that 
totgl sales for the last six months 
were $6,999,770, ae aaginst $6,- 
623.178 in the preceding six 
months, and $6,823,401 in the 
six months previous to that. 

PROFITS FLUCTUATE
Prplfts for the last six months were 

$1,556,624 as compared with $1,780,- 
668 In the previous period and $1,- 
511,266 in the preceding six months. 
The fact that profits showed a t>lg 
gain for the elx months ending March 
81 last was dtie to the Inclusion of 
annual beer licenses in them.
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OPENING OF PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE IN CITY

Large Number of Mothers al 
Children Aided, New 

Figures Show

Province Spends Over Ha 
million in Year on Compas 

sionate Work

•m
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British Columbia, spent j>55j 
871 to aid deserving moth| 
under the Mothers’ Pension 
during the year ending Septel 
her 30, according to f 
made public to-day in the i 
report of the board adininistl 
ing the law. Of this amoif 
$553,871 was paid in actual 
sistance and $16,111 in admn| 
tvative expenses.

During the year 1,161 families," 
eluding 3,134 children* received i 
sistance. In the month of SepteJ 
her, the last month covered by 
report, the board was assisting 
families with 2,723 children, an avl 
age of $45.92 per month per fam| 
Total payments under the '

„ will discuss
MOVE TO TAKE LIQUOR BOARD 
OUT OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL

it became effective in 1920 amount! 
$2,952,182.
MANY IN CITIES

Of the 986 mothers receiving 
"sistance in September 476 resided 1 
Greater Vancouver, 425 in otq 
municipalities and eighty-five in l 
organized districts. Of the assist 

-mothers 383 owned or held an equ 
in their homes.

The board’s report indicates 1 
■growing scope and usefulness of 1 

j Province’s pioneer mothers’ pens!
J legislation.

FINANCIAL POSITION SOUND

Members to Ask That Whole Liquor Administration 
Be Made Responsible to Legislature .Alone ; Would 
Put Commissioner in Same Position as Workmen’s 
Compensation Board and End All Talk of Party 
Politics in Liquor Business

That the British Columbia Liquor Control Board be made re 
sponsible to the Provincial Legislature alone and removed entirely 
from the supervision of the Government is the proposal which will 

debated at the present session of the Provincial Legislature, it 
ras learned to-day.

This idea is being discussed privately by leading Liberals now 
- 8 means, of putting liquor matters completely beyond the reach 
£ party politics and probably will be advanced soon after the 
“Wi^r^gsggjbJeB^onjJanuary 10.~ . ^

OLUTELY INDEPENDENT •
U !• proposed the Liquor Board be 

t"e 8ame statutory position as 
L-Workmen’s Compensation Board.

' Is responsible only to the 
Ature. Its work is entirely ln- 
ident of the "Government. The 

; administering the new mlni- 
L,' ■ ■ - wage law is another organi
zation with whose decisions the Gov- 

rnment is powerless to interfere. 
“'EN WIDE SUPPORT 

he idea o* making the liquor ad- 
natration a department under the 
gl control of the Legislature is

------*-de support among Liberals.
that It would be to the 
t’s advantage to relieve 

rletely of responsibility for 
-1 administration of the

:: w

■

Board w 
ouse alone

were
felt,

the Province,
Liberal Conser
removed all

connection with
contribution

s not been consta
mment yet, it was

•THERE ARE A NUMBER OF OUT-
* standing features in the public accounts of the 

Province which Dr. MacLean tabled in the Legis
lature yesterday afternoon that will be noted with 
pleasure by the taxpayers of British Columbia. They 
show that our financial position is sound and con- i 
tinues to improve. There is a surplus of revenue dter ; 
all expenditure, both capital and current, which Ï 
amounts to $100,793 ; the publiç debt has been re
duced by $2,609,264 ; public debt charges for in- \ 
terest and other items have been cut by $223,651 ; j, 
current receipts are $2,378,040 in excess of current 
expenditure ; and the total of provincial assets over 
liabilities—exclusive, of course, of crown lands and 
natural resources, which are estimated to be worth i
$700,000,000—now stands at $64,051,126. Dr. ’ 
MacLean also shows that $3,900,329 has been dis- j 
bursed among the municipalities of the Province.

From the fact that the current receipts of the 
provincial treasury are only little short of a total of j 
$22,000,000 some idea of the progress which Brit
ish Columbia has made in the last ten years will be 
obtained. When the present Administration took of
fice at the end of 1916 the total revenue from all 
sources was in the neighborhood of $6,000,000 and 
the expenditure was a good deal in excess of this 
amount. The treasury also at that time was in a 
sorry plight, the credit of the Province in serious 
disrepair, and it was ncessary to pay substantial pre
miums in order to dispose of provincial securities. The 
comparison which it is now possible to make, there
fore, should be reassuring to the taxpayer. The docu
ment at any ra|e furnishes undisputable evidence that 
this Province É making steady progress in the various 
branches of aÿicultural and industrial, activity. For 
in every department of the Government the revenues 
\rt increasing from year to year.

IB. C. C0MM1SS 
EN REGULAT! 

I0NLY TO LEG!
| Government to Divorce ! 

Administration With 
Conduct Own Purchd 
pointments; Liquor 
May Remain Open a

: und|
Plans for a top-to-bottom 

liquor control system are 
for presentation to the Legist;

While details of this prog| 
cided yet, it is known that it 
divorce of the liquor adminisl 
Government. <

The new legislation will sj 
missioner powers now exercise 
to make regulations, conduct 
point his own staff, with respl 

I While thus putting the liquor cJ 
j trol board outside the administrât 
I scope of the Cabinet, the Governmf 
is considering other import! 

i changes in the liquor law, includl 
the abolition of liqqor seals on m 

, liquor and the opening of liqi 
? stores in Victoria and Vancouver 
night to offer stronger competition! 
all-night bootleggers.. 
RESPONSIBLE TO HOUSE 

1 In defining the powers of the liq> 
board under the reorganized ltqi 
system, it is proposed that the Ho;

! make the Board consist of one m<
I ber who will be appointed for a L 
period and be removable only by 
Legislature ltsèlf. This would mi 
it impossible for the Government1 
dismiss the Commissioner at 
time. The Commissioner likely' 
appoint an assistant to carry out 
mlnistrative work in his own 
sence. Col. Donald McGougan, 
charge of liquor law enforcement, 
tually has been acting as assistant 
Commissioner Hugh Davidson 
some time, but there is no provis 
in the present law for the position 
assistant commissioner.

PURCHASING CHANGES
The reorganized liquor board 

be able to change the purchasing s 
tem if it wishes. It will have po 
to appoint its own purchasing ag 
to buy the liquor sold through G 
eminent stores. The Cabinet 
points the purchasing agent pow 
all purchasing has been done thro 
the Government purchasing age 
offices.

Appointment of liquor vend 
now controlled by the Governm 
also would be made a function of 
board, under present plans. ’ 
hoard, in fact, would make all s 
appointments and would Issue re 
lattons governing the liquor busin 
All the present regulations of 
board are subject to the approval 
the Cabinet.
POLICE ENFORCED LAWS

Enforcement of the liquor 
will remain in the hands of mun 

| pal and provincial police. No p 
[ vision for the creation of a separ 

liquor law enforcement wing un 
the Liquor -JBosrd Is contempla

594431
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LEGISLATURE URGED
B.C. Members Prepare To Meet 

Lumber Men’s Attack Against 
Minimum Wage Act Provisions

Hon. Randolph Bruce Pre
sides at Opening of 

Session

Products Win Awards
It is gratifying to observe that 

the products of British Columbia, 
in competitive exhibition with the 
products of other parts of the 
world, have won highest awards.

My government has continued its 
efforts to obtain elimination of un- 
.luèt and discriminatory transporta
tion rates.

Renewed application has been 
made by my government for the re
turn by the government of the Do
minion of the unalienated portions 
of the lands granted in aid of the 
construction of the Canadian Pa
cific Railway.

Construction of main trunk roads 
has been carried on vigorously dur
ing the year and substantial pro
gress has been made. Simultaneous
ly every effort has been put forth 
to provide requisite settlers’ roads.

A report of the royal commis
sion appointed to inquire. Interalla,, 
into the probleryi of mental disease ‘

VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—In the 
Speech from the throne today,
Lieutenant - Governor Bruce

Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the Legislative Assembly :

I welcome you to the third 
session of the sixteenth parlia
ment of British Columbia.

Since the last session of this
house, General, Viscount Byng ^‘jSur oSSSerltiMi!" =ubml,,ed’^tribute paioto 
of Vimy completed his term of The annual reports of the depart- 
office as Governor-General of meats of government win be placed 

Canada and returned to the The public accounts for the fiscal 
motherland, bearing with him year ms-ms and the eatimatea of
,, • __ -c it,_ revenue and expenditures for thethe sincere appreciation of the fiscal year 1927-28 will be submit- 
Canadian people for his public ted for your consideration, 
service and the very best N«w Legislation

fnr himself end Vis- Legislation designed for the as- wishes tor nimseu enu vis Bl„tance and protection of the ag-
COUntesS Byng. ricultural industry and for the pro-

THa bitrh nnst nf renresenta- lection of the public in connection me mgn post or représenta wlth loan compaDlea will be pre
uve in Canada of His Majesty sented. 
the King has recently been b* death.of Arthur. i.jf Mia4_ Ormlston Cochrane, late member /Hied by the appointment 01 for the electoral district of North 
Viseount -Wllmgdon - aS--f*OY- Okanagan, Is very deeply regret- 
ernôr-Qeneral. We, of British j now leave you,, in confidence 
Columbia join with our fellow- that your duties will be faithfully
n__performed, and with the prayer 'Canadians in extending a warm that the bieasing of Almighty God 
welcome to Viscount Willing^ may be with you In your dellb-
don and the Viscountess. | orations.__ _______________ 2__

It is a matter of pleasure to note 
that business conditions In the prov
ince have continued to improve and 
that substantial increases have oc
curred in timber, agriculture, min- &££# - zgB&yfr V* 
eràl ind- fishery production. i.

Pomp and Ceremony Features Formal Assembly in 
Legislative Halls at Vi ctoria — Government Ex
pected to Voluntarily Relinquish Supervision of 
Provincial Liquor Problem.

Special ta The Marnlng Star

VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—With a smoothness and precision, 
seldom if ever equalled, the third session of the Sixteenth 
Parliament of British Columbia was formally opened this after
noon by His Honor, Lieutenant-Governor Bruce.

The Legislative Chamber was filled with invited guests, for 
each of whom a reserved seat was waiting. The public galleries, 
too, were crowded. Thirty-five members of the House were 
present when Premier Oliver and Speaker J. A. Buckhara 
escorted the Lieutenant-Governor to the Speaker’s chair. In 
accordance with long-established custom, His Honor was es
corted by officers of the naval and military forces.

1

LATE MEMBER
The speech from the throne con

tained nothing unexpected.
After Ills Honor had left the 

chamber, the prime minister moved 
a vote of condolence for the fam
ily of the late A. O. Cochrane, 
member for North Okanagan, whose 
vacant seat was covered with flow
ers. Both Mr. Oliver and Mr. Poo- 
ley, who seconded the resolution, 
paid high tribute to the departed 
member.

After a few formal motions had 
been made and a number of re
ports had been presented, the house 
adjourned to meet for the transac
tion of business at 3 p.m. January 
10 next.

Burde In Form
The formalities of the. day were 

enlivened by R. J. Blinde, the mem
ber for Alberni, who wa^ in spe
cially good form and who, In addi
tion to other asides and interpel
lations, solemnly presented to Mr 
Speaker, a report on the Kamloops 
convention.

While nothing was said about it 
in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
speech, it is generally believed 
that the Coming session will see 
the government, voluntarily re
linquish its authority over the liq
uor control board, which will al
most certainly be made reaponsl- 
‘ raliW

It also is believed that the ex
pected attack of the lumber men 
on the Minimum Wage Act will be 
met> by the appointment of special 
house committee. There Is little 
doubt that a severe struggle Is in 
sight, but very few believe that the 
lumbermen will succeed.to Inducing 
the legislature to change its mind. 
The bill, when passed, received the 
support of both parties, only three 
members voting against It. _____
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manual Report
The Session Begins

IT IS written in a law as unchangeable as 
the decrees of the Medea and Persians 

that no calendar year shall go by without 
an assembling of the legislature of the 
province. Were it not for this there is no 
telling what might happen. An autocratic 
governor and a subservient premier, or, per
chance, an autocratic premier and a sub
servient governor, might decide to get on 
indefinitely without the assistance of the 
tribunes of the people, providing for ex
penses by royal warrants or other ex
pedients. For legislatures are regarded as a 
necessary evil by governments, and the 
sooner they can be persuaded to grant 
supply so that they can be shut off by 
prorogation, the better governments are 
pleased. Like the passengers on a steamer 
from the standpoint of the officers, the 
members of the legislature in the' view of 
any normally-minded body of ministers of 
the crown, are always more or less in the 
way.

The B. 0. Legislature, having been pro
rogued last December, it had to meet again 
before the close of the present month, even 
though ft" had been decided that return 
should be made to the o\d custom of holding 
the sessions early instead of late in the year. 
Therefore on Thursday, with all the accus
tomed pomp and ceremony, His Honor came 
down to the House, opened it, and handed 
out some work for it to do. Therefore, also, 
instead of beginning its task, the House, as 
soon as the Governor’s back was turned, 
threw business on one side and went off for 
Christmas.

Not that there was mucb-^o do. VThe 
directions of His Honor, as contained in the 
Speech from the Throne, suggested merely 
some legislation to promote agriculture and 
some other legislation to protect the public 
from loan companies of a certain class. The 
rest of the Speech was a pleasant little talk 
about the.pew flmrgrnor-General, the prizes 
won hyjWstiaiwCIntowf]ia products at several 
exhibitions, atid the'' fine new roads that 
have been built through "scenic British Co
lumbia” As, however, nothing more was 
expected, nobody was disappointed. For it 
was merely a technical sitting, a going 
through the motions, a turning over of the 
engine. The real session will begin January 
10, and. announcement of the real program 
of the Government may then be confidently 
looked for.

NEWLY APPOINTED 
OFFICIAL DELIVERS 

THRONE SPEECH

Shows B. C. In 
FlourishingCoi
Debt Of Province 
Shows Reduction 

Of Two Millions
Assets Exceed Liabilities by (64,000,000, According 

to Figures Submitted — Judicious Investment of ' 
Sinking “Fund Appropriations Nets Profit of 
$107,000, Report Indicates.

VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—Public accounts of the province of 
British Columbia for the year ended March 31, 1926, as pre
sented to the legislature today by the Minister of Finance, Hon. 
J. D. MacLean, indicate the excellent financial position of this 
province. *

Provincial assets exceed liabilities by $64,000,000, or an in
crease of $35,921,000 over the figures of 1924-25.

The public debt at March 31, 1925, was $79,396,000, while 
at the 31st of March, 1926, the public debt, including temporary 
borrowings amounted to only $76,786,000. The provincial debt, 
therefore, has been reduced by $2,610,000 during the year. 
JUDICIOUS INVESTMENT <
NETS FAT PROFIT 

The reduction above referred to 
Saa brought about by the retire
ment of a 10 year loan of over 
$3,000',000, which baa fallen due and 
which had full sinking fund pro
visions. By Judicious Investments 
of these sinking fund appropria
tions, the department made a profit 
of $107,000, and this amount was 
paid into the consolidated revenue 
fund for the benefit of current ex
penditures. Borrowings for new 
capital expenditures during the 
yeaf amounting to $484,000 made 
the net reduction, as above stated, 
of $2,610,000.

Sinking funds of the province 
amounted to $12,699,774.10, appro
priations and dividends on invest
ments for the year amounting to 
$2,386,269.

Receipts Increase 
Current receipts of the province 

reached $20,608,671.67. Receipts for 
capital returns were $1,167,197.48, 
making the total revenue $21,776,- 
869.15.

Current expenditures amounted to 
$18,280.624.68. current receipts were 
therefore $2,878,046.99 In excess of 
current expenditures. There was, 
however, $8,444,451.16 capital expen
ditures made out of income; there
fore, the total expenditures, both 
current and capital, amounted to 
$21,676,075.83 against total receipts
of hntb ronHftl wa*.j —_____- A

FINANCE MINISTER 
SCORES TRIUMPH 

IN ANNUAL REPORT

of both capital returns and current 
revenue amounting to $21,776,- 
869.15, leaving a surplus revenue 
•receipt over all expenditures, both 
capital and. current of $100,793.32.

. Industrial Development 
The revenues of the province por

tray the Industrial development. 
Generally speaking, most of the 
items of revenue receipts, such 
motor vehicle, land registry
gasoline tax. Income taxi "mineral | 
tax, etc., show considerable Increase * 
over estimates, while several of the 
large items for expenditures show 

8U6£ “ P,lh»c debt $228,651.60; education $58,242.26- 
unemployment relief $186,000 and 
railways $167,000. .

Liquor sales for the last six 
month period ending September 80
ar^vujfhuy urf*r torthe two previous semi-annual i 
nods, the liquor board's figures 
the. house today Indicated.

HON. J. D. MACLEAN 
whose statement at the opening 
Jf ‘he Legislature allowed British 
Col“'"hl« financée In excellent 
condition.

MS99J70 S.I.,
twTC,Tln* ,thrCti of these periods, 
mS,£h0W*S total =ales for the six 
M 999h77nn?n* ^member 10 were 

»770J against >6,610,048 In
811401 " Î montlMI and le”
to 6ÜC montha Previous

S>s,.the 1*”t ,lx months 
« 780 o«»6in 5.14, a* c°mpare4 with 
will 266 ln. “a,previous period andmon5,’hi”6 Tnheth,lotP7hCaTnK

showed a big 
months en“ 
due to the 
llcenft

-

_ Jebcg 
profits (.. 

_ 1er the sixfi 
March II last 6


