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WILL BRING DOWN 
HIS BUDGET TODAY

Finance Minister Will Show 
That Revenue for Year Will 
Be Sufficient to Meet Ex­
penditures.

VICTORIA, April L—Hon. John 
Hart, minister of finance, will bring 
down the budget In the legislature to­
morrow. The debate on It is not ex­
pected to occupy much time, most or 
the opposition criticism being reserv­
ed until the estimates are In commit­
tee.

The finance minister will be able to 
show In his budget speech the revenue 
for the fiscal year ending on Sunday 
will be sufficient to meet the expendi­
ture, but on capital account there will 
be a deficit of $1.600,000. principally 
accounted for the provincial obliga­
tion to pay interest on Pacific Great 
Eastern bonds. It was the intention 
of the government to bring the ses­
sion to an end by mid-April, but this 
will be Impossible. It will be the 
end of the month betore & conclusion 

. of hneiaee Immtmhart
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HOE IS OPPOSED 
TO ANYPAYMENTS

Legislature Passes Resolution 
Protesting Against Any 
Money Bering• to Messrs. 
Mackenzie and Mann.

WILL STRENGTHEN HANDS 
OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Lieut. Frank MacKenzie of 
Delta Takes His Seat With­
out First Being Sworn; 
Land Act Criticized.

VICTORIA. April 2,—Lieutenant 
Frank Mackenzie, the member 
for Delta, who has just return­

ed trom hi» duties abroad, occupied 
his seat in the legislature for the first 
time this afternoon. His presence 
was the occasion of a little incident 
when a vote was taken.

All of the other member&Jheld ui> 
tneir right hands as requested by Mr. 
Speaker, except Lieutenant Macken­
zie, who made no move. Hon. John' 
Oliver called attention to this with 
the remark that according to the rules 
a member who was in his seat when 
a vote was taken must record his

"I may say," replied Lieutenant 
-Mackenzie, "that owing to the ab­
sence of the clerk of tho house, I 
have not yet been sworn in. I will 
retire If . the premier wishes."

To this the premier made no reply. 
He had evidently taken for granted 
that the member had complied with 
all the formalities before taking his

Opposes Payments. 
Attorney-General Farris made a 

vigorous speech in tavor of the res­
olution offered by Mr. Hull protest­
ing against any further sums being 
paid to Mackenzie am* au.ui by tne 
Dominion government before they I 
have completed the railway construe- ' 
tion covenanted by them in British 

i Columbia. He thought the legislature 
was doing a kindness in presenting 
this resolution to the government at 
Ottawa, because he was satisfied the 
Ottawa government wanted to do tho 
right thing and this would strength­
en their hands.

Hon. W. J. Bowser said the opposi­
tion would vote for the amendment 
offered by the member for Kamloops 
—Mr. Anderson. This amendment 
raised no objectioû to any payments 
to Mackenzie and Mann, but simply 
called upon the Dominion government 
to have the obligations of the Ca­
nadian Northern as to railway con­
struction in British Columbia com­
pleted at the earliest possible moment. 

Resolution Carries.
On the vote being taken Mr. And­

erson's Amendment was lost. It had 
12 supporters of whom eight w'ere 
Consei vativos. the others being Mes­

srs. AndèYwon. Thompson, Weart &fl<T 
Hawthornthwaite. . The resolution ol- 
fered by Mr. Hall was then put -and 
carried, the negative votes being only 
ten, the eight Conservatives with Mes- 
sr. Anderon and Thompon. The 
other two. Messrs. Weart and Ilaw- 
thornthwaite, voted this time with 
the majority.

The bill to amend the B. C. Firo 
insurance Act was given Its third 
j ceding. The act for the protection 
of seed waa put through committee 
and stands for third reading.

Criticizes I*aml Act.
Mr. W. R. Ross treated the house 

to a lengthy criticism of the bill to 
amend the Land Act. This measure 
is designed largely to prevent the 
spread of settlement over unserviced 

. lards of the provinces. He described 
it as ^ "truck garden policy rather 
than a farming policy." He objected 
that it virtually deprived settlers oi 
statutory rights and subjected them 
to the minister's discretion. He criti­
cized the government for not taking 
steps to develop the grazing industry. 
He advocated tufting the land settle­
ment. policy entirely out of the hands 
of the minister of agriculture and 
placing it tinder a separate minister. 
He suggested that E. O. Barrow, the 
member for Chilliwack, would be an 
excellent man for tlie new portfolio.

Irrigation legislation.
J. W. Jones, of North Okanagan, ' 

spoke on the measures taken by the 
, government to meet the difficulties 
• that have arisen in the irrigation dis­

trict. He thought it would be well to 
consider whether something might i 
not be done for the bondholders of i 
companies that have got Into diffl- 1 
cnltles. It their capital was com­
pletely tost, the effect might be bad 
on future prospective investors. In 
his opinion the government should ' 

j control the water, so there would be 
absolute security for the lands affect­
ed. Many systems would have to be 
reconstructed. If they were thrown ; 
back on the people, there would be 
much discussion and delay, whereas 
the government could decide at once - 
what should be done and proceed to 1 
do it. The government could amal­
gamate some of the systems and thus \ 
bring several thousand more acres : 
under cultivation. But the chief \ 
benefit of government control would 1 
be that the buyer of land would al­
ways feel sure of being able to get

Travelling Expenses.
The minister of finance stated that 

the total sum paid to W. R. Ross, 
then minister of lands, for travelling 
expenses during the fiscal year 1916- 
17 was $1,365.25. After the defeat 
of the Bowser government at the 
polIs and before it resigned office. 
Mr. Rosa incurred $150.45 travelling 
expenses. «

The following bills were given their 
second reading: To amend the ad­
ministration act, to amend the legal 
profession act, to amend the supreme 
court act, to amend the bills of sale
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LATE GOVERNMENT 
A GOOD EMPLOYER

Machinery Was Sent Up Suf­
ficient for a Country Many 
Times the Population, Says 
Hon. Mr. Farris.

VICTORIA, April $.—In Speaking 
this afternoon on the second reading 
of the bill to amend the game act. the 
attorney-general Said that hitherto 
there had been some forty game war­
dens in the province and It was 
doubtful If the service given had been 
justified by the expense incurred. 
There was a general feeling that one 
of the troubles with the late admin­
istration had been a multiplication of 
officials. A governmental machinery 
had been set up sufficient for a coun­
try of many times the population and 
the expenditure had been greatly out | 
of proportion to the capacity of the | 
people to pay taxes. The present bill 
would place game protection under 
the provincial police.

There would be a game conserva­
tion board consisting of chief game 
inspector! the curator of the provln- ; 
clal museum and three others. The | 
chief game Inspector would be under 
the general control of the head of 
the provincial police but would be re- I 
sponsible primarily for the enforce- 1 
ment of the game laws. Incidentally i 
Mr. Fariie intimated that there is to \

be nn lYicre^se in the pay or the pro­
vincial police but he gave no hint 
as to when this would come into 
effect.

Oppose Inspection.
Hon. W. J. Bowser moved the ad­

journment of the debate. Some op- ' 
position was displayed to the proposal 
in the Hospitals Act that all sufferers 
from tuberculosis should be subject 
to inspection under government su­
pervision. The provincial secretary, 
Dr. MacLean, agreed to modify thp 
measure so as to provide merely Jtiai 
tho government shall have control of 
the hospital chart records of tuber­
culosis patients.

Mr. George Bell, of Victoria, urged 
an inter-provincial agreement which 
would relieve this province from the 
expense of looking after tubercular 
patients from other provinces attract­
ed her^ by the climate. He instanced 
one case,of a small municipality in 
British Columbia which has already- 
paid out $2,000 in caring for a per­
son who came from Alberta.

A im/minATinki ie !

Mr. Nelson of Slocan Offers 
Resolution in House Urging 
Probe Into Conduct of Trail 

i Smelter.

(
VICTORIA, April 3.—An inquiry 
Into the conduct ot the Consolidated , 
Mining and Smelting Company o t 
Canada, Limited, which la the official 

iname of the Trail smelter, is request- , 
ted by a resolution offered in the legis- j 
I lature this afternoon by Charles Nel- | 
| eon of Slocan.

The resolution recites that the com- 
■ pany has recently imposed a new and 

much higher schedule of rates for the 
treatment of lead and zinc ores carry­
ing silver. This it Is claimed will 
greatly curtail shipments and in many 
cases cause the closing dowtt of mines. 
On the other hand the company claim 

j that the new schedule is based on nc- 
, tuai cost plus a minimum of profit. 

Idea of Schedule.
Mr. Nelson asked that the standing 

committee on mining be Instructed to 
take these allegations and report to 
tho house. He pointed out that the 
matter ha» already been before the 
committee, but the point was raised 
that the committee- could not deal 
with it unless the question was re­
ferred to it by the house. Mr. Nelson 
remarked that the belief is entertained 

I in some quarters that the whole Idea 
of the new schedule is to crush the 
independent mining operators. "Une 
thing is clear,” said he. "No matter 
what may be the reason at the back 
ot it. if these rates are continued to be 
charged It is going to bar the small 
shippers from participating in the 
business of the country." He added 
that the company had expressed a 
willingness to submit to investigation 
but were not anxious to have it very ! 
searching. The company feared that : 
an investigation by a royal commission j 
might interfere with their business, 
but were willing to have it before a 
committee of the house. He thought 
the house was not only concerned with 
conditions in the upper country but 
could also claim to be concerned with -4 
the operation» of the smelter, which 
wa very much in the nature of a pub­
lic utility.

Opposes Committee Probe.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite saw no par­

ticular purpose to be served by an in­
vestigation by a committee of the 
house. There was no doubt a vast 
amount of dissatisfaction with the 
operation of these smelters which 
practically had tho mine owners com­
pletely in their hands. There was a 
belief that the smelters were deliber­
ately refusing to Lake ore from some 
mines with the ultimate intention of 
getting possession of these mines. He 
suggested a royal commission of three 
representing the smelter, the inde- 

j pendent mine own^r and the govern- 
j ment. The independent mine owners, 

he said, would not be satisfied with 
a report from a committee of the j

The debate was adjourned on mo­
tion of Hon. John Oliver, who will 
take occasion to state the •govern­
ment’s view of the matter witit|n a 
day or two. ^



|THURSDAY, APRIL 4. ip

WOULD EQUALIZE 
MEN’S PENSIONS

Provincial Legislature Adopts 
Resolution Offered by Van­
couver Member—Should Be 
No Distinctions.

VICTORIA, April 3.—A resolution 
dealing with the question of pensions 
to Canadian soldiers was adopted un­
animously by the legislature this af­
ternoon on motion of J. 8. Cowper, 
who said that he introduced it at the 
request of the Great War Veterans’ 
Association and that a similar resolu­
tion would be presented before all the 
legislative bodies of the Dominion. .

Class System Repugnant.
It set forth that Canada is a na­

tion of democratic ideals in which 
class distinctions founded on social 
differences are repugnant and inimi­
cal to the national welfare. It then 
went on to condemn any scheme of 
pensions for disabled soldiers which 

; would give less to men who served in 
the ranks than to officers. It then 
declared "that this legislature places 
Itself on record as being opposed to a j 
class system of pensions for soldiers 
and in favor of the equalization of 
War pensions for disabled soldiers.”

Entitled to Consideration.
Mr. Cowper declared that the sol- 

; diers were a body of men'whose ser­
vices entitled them to the best 'con4 
sidération. The rank and file had 

! been drawn from every walk of life.
It was an injustice that disabled men 
who had volunteered should not re- 

| ceive the same consideration for dis-- 
! ability as those who perhaps would 

not go unless they obtained a com­
mission. Where there was a differ­
ence of social rank it was only the 
difference between the brain worker 
and the brawn worker and as a mat­
ter of fact the brain worker would 
sbffer less from the loss of a limo 
than would the brawn worker. If a 
difference were made In pensions 
purely on social grounds, it involv­
ed a danger to democratic Ideals.

Treatment on Vessels.
He referred particularly to the re­

cent case of a vessel bringing Can- i 
adlan soldiers back from England. 1 
On this vessel one-third of the deck j 
space was allotted to 529 privates and 
the other two-thirds to twelve offi­
cers. If that sort of thing were to 
become the law of the land fbr Llm 
next generation It would strike a blow 

I at the institutions upon which this 
; government Is founded, 
j The resolution was seconded by 
j Mrs. Ralph Smith and adopted wtth- 
I out further discussion.

TRI DAY, ÂPRÏlTs, i9*8
I INQUIRE ABOUT ARENA.

j VICTORIA, April 4.—J. H. Scho- 
1 field (Trail) will ask in the house on 
I Monday tor information regarding the 
skating arena In Vancouver. He will 
ask if it is a place of amusement un­
der the Amusement Tax Act, what 
amounts It has paid into the provincial 
treasury under the act, If it is under 
the act and if the management col­
lects the tax every time the arena Is 
open to the public. The minister of 
finance will reply.

Friday, april sV • -

SUBJECT MRS. SMITH
Ï0 SEE CRITICISM WILL ESTABLISH

Member for Fernie Suggests 
Domestic Servants Should 
Have Been Included in BiH; 
Others Champion Her Cause

ICTORIA, April1 4.—A brief but 
interesting debate on the wo­
men’s minimum wage bill took 

place in the house today, when the 
measure came up for second reading.

| During the course of a speech A. 
Fraser (Fernie) declared,that he felt 
there was no doubt that exorbitant 
profits were being made in the manu­
facture and refinement of sugar and 
in the production of coal, and yet 
these materials would be a factor in 

! determining the minimum wage. The 
government should eventually fix the 
price of foodstuffs. A. I. Fisher 
( Fernie) also crlt ioised Mrs. Smith 
(Vancouver) for not including domes­
tic servants in her bill. J. H. 
Hawthornthwaite (Newcastle) vigor­
ously defended Mrs. Smith, while M.
A. Macdonald (Vancouver paid Mrs. 
Smith the high compliment of giving 
her full credit for having been the 
cause of introduction and passing of 
the bill, which was a measure that 
he supported and that was needed.

Only Amelioration.
' Mr. Fisher devoted over half an 
I hour to supporting the bill, but warn- 
! ed the government that such leglela- 
! tion was merely amelioration of the 
l present conditions of women, and the 
I real solution was to fix the cost of liv­

ing. He went nt length also into the 
matter of discontinuity of labor, and 

> spoke on the non-competitive condi­
tion of the market which bought P. 
Burns & company’s products in the 
Crow’s Nest Pass country. He urged, 
or rather pointed out, the desirability 
of the establishment of cold storage 
facilities in districts where there were 
none, so that retail distributors oould 
take advantage of low initial prices of 
products and be able to offer them to 
the consumers at reasonably low 
prices. Mr. Fisher also said that Mrs. 
Smith did not introduce in the wo­
men’s minimum wage bill clauses 
which would affect her sisters. That 
is, there was no mention of a mini­
mum scale for domestic help, the bill 
providing only for employment affect­
ing men employers.

Defends Mrs. Smith,
Mr. H&wthornthxyaite arose to the i 

! defence of Mrs. Smith, and spoke at ' 
length on economic problems. He did •

I
 not think the member for Fernie was 
arguing along logical lines.

Mr. Macdonald, who followed Mr. 
Hawthornthwaite, thought the prin- 

, clples of the bill could be discussed 
j without going Into the by-paths of 
1 oratory tp.ken by the two preceding 
I speakers. In the labor world men had 

the advantage of strong unions, and 
could meet the problems which con­
fronted them, but women were not 
strongly unionized, and therefore It 
was only fair that a commission 
should set a minimum wage. Estab­
lishments paying reasonable wages 
had nothing to fear from the commis­
sion's investigations. The aim of the 
minimum wage bill was higher than I 
the consideration of freedom of con- I 

t tract. To Mrs. Smith belonged full 
T credit for the Introduction of the bill. 

She had brought it in, no matter 
whether it had been nebulously con­
sidered before. She had displayed the 
action necessary to have it placed be- \ 
fore the legislature. The bill will Î 
come before the committee of the I 
house on Friday afternoon.

Mr. Bowser Is Humorous.
At the conclusion of the debate the 

house took up the adjourned grain 
bill. W. J. Bowser, who had the 
fldor, created a generally favorable 
Impression when he spoke.

"I moved the adjournment of the 
debate on this £111 until today,” he 
said. "But I find I am reluctant to 

proceed. I have a headache. Also we 
have listened to much this afternoon. 
We hav^ heard the doleful speech by 

! the hon. minister of finance; we have 
been privileged to listen to the il­
luminating address by the member for 
Fernie; we have benefited by the deep 
philosophy of the member for New­
castle. Therefore, with consent, I 
shall adjourn the debate until to­
morrow."

When the premier hod overcome 
his own emotion and the house re­
sumed its wonted air of quiet de­
corum, the desired permission was 
granted.

TWO SEED AREAS
That Is the Intention of the 

Government This Year, Says 
Premier; May Be Created 
by Order-in-CouncH.

VICTORIA, April 4.—While in 
committee considering the Seed Pro­
tection Act, Hon. John Oliver moved 
the following amendment: "It shall be 
lawful for the lieutenant-governor-ln-f 
council by order of the council to • 
establish one or more seed production 
areas in the province, such order to 
define the boundaries of said areas."

In answer to questions by nfem- 
bers, the premier stated that the gov­
ernment did' not contemplate the es­
tablishment of more than two such 
areas this year and these would be 
placed in districts ^wherever it was 
found necessary from information 
furnished the department"

Passes to Third Reading.
The bill was passed to third read­

ing with the amendment. J. W. 
Weart (South Vancouver) moved the 
adjournment of the budget debate.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite spoke brief­
ly in support of his amendment to 
the Workmen's Compensation Act In 
which he is endeavoring to have the 
act apver certain injuries and diseases 
which it does not now do. The debate 
on this bill was adjourned by Hon. 
Mr. Farris.

Four bills passed third reading, 
the act Amending the Setttlers' Es­
tates Act the Infants'. Act amend­
ment, the amendment to the Ditches 
and Waterways Act, and the amend­
ment to the Burnaby-New Westmins­
ter SeweiHAct

Other bills considered were: The 
Hospitals Act amendments, Statutes 
end Journals Act amendments, the 
amendment to the Administration
Act.

DISCUSS MINING

Mining Men Ask Government to Ap­
point Special Committee.

VICTORIA, April 4.—J. J. Warren, 
of Trail; R. K, Bruce, of Windermere;
J. E. Sears, representative of the 
Granby Consolidated, met the special 
mining committee this morning and 
discussed the mining taxation. The 
result of the conference was that a 
resolution was passed by the commit­
tee asking the government to appoint | 
a special committee of the .house to j 
co-cperate with a comntittee of min­
ing men in an endeavor to solve the 
mining problem. The solution is 
sought along the ilnee of a tax on 
net profits as outlined by J. W. Weart, 
M. L. A. It is the Intention to have the 
proposition as presented printed and 
circulated throughout the mining dis­
ait ts In order that it may be fully 
understood, considered, and discussed 
by next session.

In the meantime it is agreed that 
this year a substitution will go Into 
effect whereby the two per cent, roy­
al y tax on oro will bo retained and 
an additional tax of two per cent, 
placed on all properties where the 
output exceeds $50,000 per year, ac­
cording to smelter returns. The reso­
lution was presented to Hon. John 
Hart for his consideration and ap­
proval. The recommendation of the 
committee does away with the ten 
per cent, income tax t.i which mining 
men h»yp taken strong exception.
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B.C. budget brought
DOWN IN THE HOUSE

PROVINCE’S FINANCIAL NEEDS.
Requirements of the public service for the year, which

arc chargeable to income...........................................................•.. $S,S68|254.08
Estimated revenue ................................................................................... $9.900,055.13
Surplus of revenue over expenditure on current account $241,801.05
Expenditure on capital account ...................................................... $1,963,440.00
Net estimated deficit on year’s operation» ............................ $1,711,638.95
Amount which the legislature is asked to vote for the
fiscal year 1918-19 ................................................................................... $11,611,694.08

VICTORIA. April 4.—The budget 
brought down in the legisla­
ture today estimates the 

revenue for the fiscal year ending 
March SI, 191», at $9.900,066.13. with 
an estimated expenditure of $11,611,- 
•94.08 of which $1,963,440 Is charge­
able to capital account. If the anti­
cipated revenue Is secured the actual 
deficit will be $1.711,638.95. The 
capital expenditure provides for such 
sums as $907,200 for interest on 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway bonds; 
$718,940 for sinking funds, and $208,- 
650 for roads, streets, bridges »wt 
wharves. Of the estimated expenl- 
turs of revenue the principal Item is 
$1,794,940 for public works. Only 
$41,730 is set aside for railways and 
■d far no provision has been made for 
any construction Work on the Pacific 
Great Eastern, which, if undertaken, 
must be provided for out of capital 
account. The education department 
calls for an expenditure of $1,777,290 
for the fiscal year; the attorney- 
general's department, $909,776; the 
department of finance, $692,604; de­
partment of lands, $697,608; depart­
ment of mines, $385,604; the pro­
vincial secretary's department. $1,- 
611,346; and the department of agri­
culture, $219,684.

Exempt From Improvement».
In his budget speech Hon. John 

Hart, minister of finance, said the 
government would insure taxation 
would be fairly apportioned. Farm 
Improvements will be exempt from 
taxation. A new assessment of real 
property Is to bo made on which the 
1919 rolls will be based. Income tax, 
he said, was expected to bring in $2,- 
216,000; real property tax, $1,000,000* 
personal property tax, $660,000; and 
the amusement tax, $220,000 during 
the fiscal year. Ne new sources of 
taxation were outlined, but it was In­
timated all the existing taxes will be 
maintained.

The debate on the budget was ad­
journed by J. W. Weart (South Van­
couver).

Former Government Responsible. 
Hon. John Hart, In hie budget 

speech, showed the financial position 
of the province to be such as to give 
legitimate cause for worry to a finance 
minister confronted with the task of 
making income square with expendi­
ture. Nevertheless, he regarded the 
situation a» "not Incapable of satis­
factory solution,” though he could 
hold out no hope of immediate relief 
from increased taxation.

For the present condition of the 
l finances, the former government was 
: entirely responsible. Not only did they 
squander a large surplus but the pub­
lic debt was Increased from $10,803,- 
146 to $21,168,146, a total expenditure 
over and above ordinary revenue of 
$21,819,734.74 In six years.

Interest on Railway Bonds.
In addition, a liability of over 65 

millions was saddled on the people for 
railway guarantees, and the taxpayers 
are being asked this year to put their 
hands in their pockets and contribute 
an additional one million dollars to 
cover Interest on P. G. E. bonds, which 
Interest has been paid by the province 
for the past couple of years.

It is also necessary to call upon the 
taxpayers to contribute $2,111,868 an­
nually to meet the Interest and slnk- 
ing fund on the large debt, principally 

; created by the spendthrift policy of 
the late government. While this reck­
less spending was going on the revenue 
had fallen from $12,610,216.08 in 
1912-1$ to $6,291,693.60 In 1915, a re­
duction of 60 per cent.

The interest on the P. G. E. and in­
terest and sinking fund on public debt 

| equal the amount of real property tax 
| and income tax to be collected this 
year.

Collection of Taxes, 
i With regard to the question of new 
! taxation, the finance minister stated

I
 that the government plans to have a 
complete new assessment of all real 
property coming under provincial 
taxation maed during the next few 

; months, on which the 1919 rolls will 
be based.

It is further the intention of the 
government to exempt from taxation 
Improvements on farm lands up to a 
certain value, and an amendment to 
this effect will be included in the 
Taxation Act amending bill.

A surtax doubling the amount pay- 
. able by banks was imposed for 1917, 
! but no change was made in the rate 
i of taxation for this year, the banks

sinking funds Invested to a total of 
$3,429,136.37 for the redemption of 
stock and debentures, so that the net 
funded debt at the date mentioned 
was $19,724,010.61.

Revenue for Current Year.
"Passing now,” continued the min­

ister, "to the revenue and expenditure 
of the year which closed on Sunday, 
March 31st, 1918, it will ha found that 
the net revenue for the nine months 
ending with December 31sV$unounted 
to $6,794,671.30, against which we 
have a net expenditure chargeable to 
income of $5,644,189.03. Unfortunate­
ly, however, obligations for which this 
administration is not responsible, ac­
count for a further expenditure Of $2.- 
366,676.12. This la made up of $708,- 
472.64 invested in sinking funds, $381,- 
210 applied to the redemption of the 
1887 loan, $1,261,847.92 on account of 
loan to and Interest paid on account 
of the Pacific Great Eastern, and $24.- 
046.66 paid out lh interest on behalf 
of the Nausp and Slocan. In addition 
to this we have made advances to the 
Land Settlement Board amounting to 
the sum of $74,994.09.

"These later Items have necessita­
ted the borrowing of $2,360,000, of 
which $1,000,000 was In the form of 
a special overdraft at the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce, $800,000 in a 
Treasury Bill issued under the Loan 
Act of 1916, and under the Loan Act 
of 1917, $300,000 In a debenture Issue 
and $260,000 In a Treasury Bill.

Borrowed from Dominion.
"When I took office ten month» 

ago it was necessary to go on the mar­
ket to obtain four million dollars for 
our requirements, but Inasmuch as the 
best rate obtainable at the time was 
7 1-2 per cent., it was thought wise to * 
await a more favoifeble market. 
Through doing so the government pro­
fited to the extent of approximately 
two hundred and fifty thousand dol­
lars in the saving which it has effect­
ed in Interest charges. The matter of 
our financial needs was taken up with - 
the Dominion government by the late • 
premier on his last visit to Ottawa,, 
and the Federal authorities have 
agreed to loan us three million dollars 
at 6 1-2 per cent We have been for­
tunate in securing a further million at 
a rate a little over 6 3-4 per cent I 
think the government may Justifiably 
feel proud of this, as tending to prove 
that the credit of the province in the 
money markets is improving as a re­
sult of the businesslike and economi­
cal administration which is now in 
force, and this is a direct answer to 
the statement of the leader of the op­
position that he did not donslder the 
bonds of tlhs province good security.”

Table of Expenditures.
For the current year 191S-19 the 

interest on the public debt is $1,409,- i 
678.08. The other heads of expendi­
ture chargeable to income for the year 
are:
Legislation................................... $ 100,000
Premier’s office ........................ 12,760 ;
Agriculture ................................... 219,684
Attorney-General 909,774
Education Department .... 1,777.290 
Finance Department ...... 692.604 ;
Fisheries ........................................ 17,176
Labor Department .................. 16,170
Land" Department ................ 697,608
Mines Department................... 336,504
Provincial Secretary .............. 1,633,346 i
Public Works ............................  1,794,940 1
Railway Department.............  41,730

The expenditures which will have to 
be made on capital account are as fol-

Slnking Funds ..........................8 718,940
(Nakusp and Slocan) Inti on

bonds .......................................... 11,600
P. G. EL Rly. interest.............  907,200
Wellington Colliery Co. ... 16,000
B. C. House mortgage .... 9,760
Songhees Reserve works .. 60,000
Essondale Hospital ................ Hfc700
Colony Farm ............................. 4,000
Roads, Streets, Bridges, and

Wharves..................................... 208,660
Ferries ............................................. 17,700

Some Source» of Income.
The minister estimated the revenue 

for the coming year at $9,900,066.13, 
"practically the same as was anticipa­
ted for 1.917-18.” Among the chief it­
ems of expected revenue are: fees and 
licenses in attorney-general's depart­
ment, $514,360; Interest on sinking 
funds and in connection with the Dyk­
ing Assessment Act, $109,000; lands 
department, $2,203,060; income tax, 
$2,216,000; mineral tax, $85,000; real 
property tax. $1,000,000; personal pro­
perty tax, $600,000; taxes on wild, coal 
and timber lands, $700,000; poll tax, 
$300,000; amusement tax, $220,000; 
succession duties, $800,000.

offering to submit proposals which 
would, It was claimed, bring in the 
same amount of revenue from this 
source as the government planned to 
obtain but would levy It more fairly 
upon the various banking Institutions. 
However, the banks have not been 
able to implement this promise, and 
the government Intend to Introduce 
an amendment which will place the 
rate of bank taxation at $8.000 fer 

' one office or branch of a bank and 
$500 each for any other branches in 
the province.

Arrears Are Being Got In.
The policy of appointing special 

collectors for the purpose of getting 
in the large amount of arrears owing 
to the public exchequer, and 4.180 col­
lecting the poll-tax in the cities, has 
fully Justified Itself by results. These 
will be kept at work. It Is the Inten­
tion to make a close collection of the 
income tax, and collectors have been 
Instructed to get in arrears of this tax 
still owing. It Is also the Intention of 
the government during the present 
year to hold a tax sale. It being several 
years now since one was held.

"The arrears of general taxes which 
were outstanding on December 31st ; 
last amounted to $4,776,408.12, In ad- : 
ditlon to which the arrears of school j 
tuxes outstanding amounted .to $168,- . 
402.99. Returns from assessors In all 
but the more remote districts show ! 
that during 1917 there were collected ; 
arrears to the large sum of $363,611.- 
83. The sum represents arrears for 
every year from 1897 onwards and In­
cludes some arrears of school taxes.

Received More Than Estimated.
••For the fiscal year 1916-17 the ac­

tual net revenue was $6,906,783.63, as 
against an estimated revenue of $5,- 
944,015.13. The chief Items in which 
the estimate was below the actual 

I amount received were those of timber 
| licenses, where there was $208,000 
' more received than was foreseen by 

the minister of finance of the day; 
mineral tax, where the excess was 
$187,000; succession duty, $127,000. 
and real property tax, which was 
greater by $82,000. On the other 
hand, the actual net expenditure was 
$9.079,317.70, as compared with the 
estimates of $11.301,874.86. The net 
result of the year was a deficit of $2,- 

' 172,534, which rolls up the grand total 
of the deficits which the late govern­
ment accumulated in five years to 
$18.368,761.

"The total funded debt of the pro- 
| vlnce as at March 31st, 1917, is shown 
under the head of capital liabilities to 

: be $23,163,146. The province has
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FORMER MINISTER
_ ;e

W. R. Ross Is Charged by 
Alex. Manson With Having 
Made Criticisms from View­
point of Political Duty.

VICTORIA, April 6.—W. R. Row. 
minister of lands under the Bowser 
government, came in for a stiff grill­
ing from Alex. Manson (Omtneca) in 
the debate on the amendments to the 
Land Act today. Mr. Manson declared 
that the criticisms of the act which 
were made by the member for Fort 
George were apparently made more 
from a sense of political duty than a 
keen sense of the principles involved.

The speaker severely scored the 
policy of land settlement under the 
administration of the preceding gov­
ernment, which he stigmatized as 
haphazard and so unsatisfactory that 
settlers came, saw, and vanished be­
cause of the neglect of the govern­
ment.

Tho present land policy of the gov­
ernment was one which aimed at a 
sane settlement of the land, a policy 
which would help new settlers, and 
furnish land where the followers of 
other callings could settle down In 
contentment when they had left their 
occupations of younger and more 
vigorous days. Mr. Manson spoke of 
the splendidly rich lands adjacent to 
the Grand Trunk Pacific and other 

1 lines in the province where, with the 
proper assistance, rich agricultural 
communities would spring up and 
flourish. And he declared that «the 
policy of the present government 
would tend toward the accomplish­
ment of this desirable condition of 
affairs.

Assist Grazing.
TVmchlng on grazing, Mr. Manson 

aroused applause when he stated that 
It was generally understood that the 
present government was contemplat­
ing bringing in legislation which 
would prove of^real assistance to the 
grazing industty and would impart 
an impetus that would result in great 
provincial^ prosperity In these lines.



I Unlike the preceding governments, 
the present one was not afraid to en- 

j deavor to solve the problem itself tn- 
: stead of leaving It to the Interested 
I parties, the sheep and cattlemen, to 
] blindly struggle for. The Land Act 
amendment was one which makes the 
settler more bona fide, eliminates the 
speculative pre-emptor and prohibits 
fake pre-emption. J. Yorston (Carl- . 
boo) adjourned the debate.

Fred Anderson (Kamloops) in the 
debate on the amendment to the 
Water Act yesterday took J. W. Jones 
( South Okajnagan) to task for his 
criticism^ of the act as amended. He 
declared that the member for South 
Oaknagan left himself open to correc­
tion, and to the charge of not uttering 
constructive criticism.

The speaker said credit was due to 
the former minister of lands for the 
Water Act of 1914. True, it fell down 
in administration, but the act was 
creditable législation

He. denied the stsrtement made by 
the member for South Okanagan that 
the water rates would run to £8 or 
$12 an acre, declaring that he was 
confident the minister of lands would 
not permit the charges to run over $5 
an acre;

J. W. Thompson (Frand Forks) ad­
journed the debate.
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J. W. Weart Proposes in Legis­
lature That People Make 
Demand; Western Provinces 
Might Establish a Bank.

VICTORIA, April 5.—One of the 
most comprehensive and effective ad­
dresses heard this session was that 
delivered this afternoon by J. W. 
Weart (South Vancouver), on the 
budget. Mr. Weart was particularly 
strong on the banking systems of 
Canada, and offered radical sugges­
tions for betterment of those condi­
tions, suggesting that the people in­
sist on the federal government so 
changing the banking laws as to have 
a Dominion banking institution whieh 
would be the only one having power 
to Issue paper money, handle ex­
change or accept deposits. He pointed 
out the gradual assimilation of banks 
and the centralization of control, the 
danger of ... interlocking directorates 
and the possibilities offered thereby 
for restraint of trade. Lieut. Mac­
kenzie (Delta.) moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate.

Touching on purely provincial mat­
ters, Alt’; Weart, In his opening re­
marks, thought the two per cent, ore 
royalty tax basis unfair. He advocated 
a fair allowance for exhaustion, for 
depreciation, for interest on borrowed 
capital and for development, also that 
after paying a profit of seven per 
cent all surplus profits should be 
divided between the crown and the 
owners on fair rates, 25 to 60 per 
cent going to the crown.

Revision of Taxes.
Mr. Weart was glad to note Mr. 

Hart's statement that a. revision of 
land taxes it proposed by the govern­
ment The -total of real property tax­
able by thÿ>.province Is $131,694,000 
and of thi# $26,600,000 is classed as 
"wild” property. In this province, he 
said, there are 10,341 parcels paying 
25 cents per annum, 6,368 paying
from 26 to 60 cents, 9,419 paying, 
from 50 to 76. cents and 13,765 paying 
from 75 cents to $1 per annum. He 
ventured to- State that It costs more 
money to collect from the 16,700 par­
cels In the first two classifications, 
than the actual tax revenue amounts 
to. Section-62 of the Assessment Act « 
should be amended, making a mini­
mum of $1 per annum on any and all 
parcels Of- land.

On the questions of municipal sink­
ing funds,, thtigbeaker said that of 28 
district muni«!$t>litleg3 within the pro­
vince nine haw# no debit, 10 had no 
deficit in sinking fund, while nine 

'tirttigjitHng $27 £70 00,1 
fîpâiïtles four have 
the debts are ^ not 
|no deficit ana" 1C

__ regating $1,569,000,
[géd that section 191 

! Act be amended by 
[lsory for each muni- 

slnking funds with 
nance, who could 
It. on them, giving 
an increased profit 
est of over $90,000

Situation.
the banking situa- 

FMr. Weart spoke of 
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of allowing the banking system to be 
placed under the domination of the 
jew. He declared that banking in 
Canada was backed by the credit of 
the nation. He submitted that the 
credit of the nation should be used 
for the benefit of the nation.,

To remedy the present conditions 
in banking he suggested that the 
Federal parliament should establish 
a national banking institution that 
would be the only one having power 
to issue paper money, the only insti­
tution having power to accept de­
posits, the only institution dealing 
with exchange. This could be ac­
complished without hardship or in- 

• justice to the banks, and he urged 
that the people of Canada so place 
the matter before parliament that the 
parliament be forced to act along 
these lines. The banks were now en­
joying unfair advantages given them 
in error by the Federal governments 
of the -past. *

He suggested that the four western 
provinces might form an interprovin­
cial bank, each province subscribing 
$5,000,000, and thus create a stronger 
institution than any of the private 

! concerns now operating.

MON DAY, APRIL 8, igi8_

The New Land Policy
Speculation in farm land and timber limits will 

be discouraged by the enactments put through the 
British Columbia legislature during the present
session.

It is idle to exchange recriminations as to who 
1 was responsible for the system formerly prevailing. 

Pretty much everybody was in it more or less, and 
they all expected to get rich. Nobody thought of 
blaming the government until the bubble burst.

In future, the legitimate settler will get a chance, 
—which is as it should be. He will not be expected 
to pay toll to men who had merely made themselves 
an incubus and who were doing nothing for the 
country’s development.

Bv confining settlement to surveyed areas, the 
comfort of the people will be greatly promoted. The 
provincial expenditure for roads and other neces­
sary public works should also be diminished.

In short, the era of speeualtion will be replaced 
by an era of production. There will not be so much 
“easv money,” but the aggregate wealth of the 
community should presently begin to show a 
marked increase.

Provincial Mineral Display
Hon. Wm. Sloan, minister of mines, has hie eye 

on the government printing bureau at Victoria. He 
thinks it would make an excellent headquarters for 
the provincial department of mines. He is right.

At present the provincial mineral display is 
housed in an old building where hardly anybody 
ever sees it. The average visitor to the capital 
doesn’t even learn of its existence. Most of the 
members of the legislature would have to be told 
where it is.

With the museum in one end of the legislative 
building and the mineral exhibit in the other, a 
proper balance would be preserved.

Part of the bureau might well be given to the 
offices of the department of mines, and the rest 
devoted to an adequate display of British Colum­
bia’s mineral resources.

The .printing bureau plant could be removed with­
out detriment to the public service. Its location is 
• matter of entirely minor consequence.
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SESSION OF B.C. 
LEGISLATURE MAY 

END INJEN DAYS’
Strenuous Effort Will Be Made 

to Complete Business Week 
From Tomorrow; to Sit Both 
Afternoon and Night.

TAXATION AMENDMENTS 
WILL PROVIDE DEBATE

Not Many Changes Can Be 
Expected as Province Re­
quires Money; However, 
Relief for Mines Likely.

VICTORIA, April 8. — Unless 
something unforeseen event- 
uates the legislative session is 

likely to end about next Wednesday. 
The disposition Is to crowd all work 
possible Into this week by a double 
shift—sessions in the afternoon and 
evening. In the mornings the usual 
Tvorjc of the committees will proceed, 
so that altogether the members face * 
at least ten days of strenuous going.

Amendments to the Taxation Act 
•will provide the subjects for time- 
consuming debate. Every interest af­
fected by increased taxation has 
voiced objection to It, and all have 
their legislative advocàtes.

These various interests put in their 
arguments some time past, and not 
m&ny more delegations are expected. 
Tho representations which were made 
are in the hands of the government, 
and have been ..given what considera­
tions were possible.

Not Many Changes.
Not many changes are to be ex­

pected, as Hon. John Hart, finance 
minister, has set out quite clearly in 
the budget speech the condition of 
the province financially, and Premier 
Oliver has frankly stated to députa- ■ 
tiens who desired taxation relief that 
the province had certain obligations 
it must meet or become a defaulter.

There Is, however, a certainty that 
considerable change will be made in 
the taxation of mines. Last year the 
government"'charged the mining in­
terests a two per cent royalty tax, 
as had been in existence for several 
years, and. In addition levied a ten 
per cent* income tax and a supertax.
It was variously pointed out that the 
mining business would be greatly re­
tarded by thp fihpositton of so high" 
a tax and, as a matter of fact several 
largo corporations will not proceed 
with extensive development plans 
they were about to undertake, nota­
bly the Britannia, Consolidated, and 
Granby, the three biggest companies. ; 
A number of smaller corporations will 
have to cease altogether, it has been, 
etated. It Is proposed this year to 
grant a measure of relief, Hon. John 
Hart having come to the conclusion ' 
that there is considerable to say on t 
the side of the mining Industry. But 
the mining interests declare the relief 
proposed is insufficient for the suc­
cessful operation of their properties^ 

Back Up Minister.
The mining committee has recom*, 

mended the abolition of the income ’ 
tax on mines and increase in the 
royalty tax. It is understood the po-. 
sltion of the mining committee Is re-' 
sented by the cabinet, the members 
of which are Inclined to back up the 
minister of finance.
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BILL GIVES POWER 
TO CONSCRIPT LOTS WEDNESDAY. APRIL 10. 1918

Authority to Be Given to Mu­
nicipalities to Help Increase 
Food Production Under the 
Premier’s Measure.

ESTABLISH FREE BUREAUS.

I™

VICTORIA. April 8. — Premier 
Oliver introduced a bill at tonight ses­
sion of the legislature to give to mu­
nicipalities power to conscript for 
food production purposes any lots not 
in use. The bill while giving powers 
of conscription stipulates what are in­
tended to be proper safeguards,. The 
bill was given its rlrst reading. The 
lot conscription proposition originated 
in Victoria, but may spread to other 
places. If the measure passes it will 
result in this citv taking over for pur­
poses of cultivation several lots whose 
owners already have refused to volun­
teer them in the lot cultivation cam­
paign here.

A large part of tonight’s session 
was taken up by Hugh Stewart (Co- 
mox) in a speech on the budget dur­
ing which he advocated general ex­
tension of trunk roads, saying there 
would be of material aid to rapid land 
settlement. He could show the gov­
ernment manv thousands of acres on 
Vancouver Island where there was no 
settlement because there were no 
roads. Mr. Stewart advocated in­
creased taxation of automobiles as a 
means to add to the revenue of the 
province. He would a6o like to sec 
agricultural and timber lands classi- 
licd for taxation purr oses.

M. A. Macdonald (Vancouver) ad­
journed the debate.

Amendment to Act.
J. W. Weart (South Vancouver) 

submitted an interesting amendment 
to the Land Act designed to make 
easier the lot of land pre-emptors in 
obtaining certificates of improve­
ments In the case of partnerships 
where one or more of them may 
abandon his interest. Under the 
Weart amendment instead of cancel­
ling such record only the proportion 
of land represented by the partners 
would be eliminated and the record 
left in good standing. The minister 
of lands said he would accept the 
amendment with pleasure for there 
was much merit in IL.

Discussing the Land Act, W. R- 
Ross (Fort George) wanted to know 
what was to be done about timber, 
on pre-empted land.

Hon. Mr. P&ttullo said it was the 
intention to collect stumpage. He said 
he believed much land In the Fort 
George district had been staked as 
agricultural land but really for the 
tin)her on It. Intimating his belief in 
the ulterior purpose of such-land lo­
cations, Premier Oliver said it was 
the intention of the government to 
put a stop to “this or any other kind
of thievery.”

Mr, Ross said the n\en who had 
staked these lands were still doing 
business in this province. The prem­
ier replied they would not long con­
tinue if they were dealing in the old

"Depends on their political com­
plexion,” suggested the Fort George 
member. -

"Right Is right, no matter what the 
politics,” retorted Hon. Mr. Oliver.

Did Not Agree-
The leader of the opposition did not 

see eye to eye with the minister of 
lands as to an amendment by which 
it is proposed that It should not be 
necessary for a pre-emptor to live six 
months out of every year oh his home­
stead, but* could continue at his cu-s 
tomary work if he'would manage to 
make |300 worth of improvements to 
the homestead annually.

J. H. Hawtbornthwalte (Newcastle) 
thought this would leave an opening 
for corporations to tie up homesteads, 
and he pointed out the government 
should keep in mind the fact that a 
lot of land will be required for re­
turned soldiers. Dr. Sutherland (Rev- 
clstoke) supported the amendment, 
Instancing the situation of railway 
men who could, under the proposed 
change in the act. take up a home­
stead, comply with the regulations, 
and not lose their positions through 
the necessity of having to spepd six 
months on their pre-emptions as the 
act operates at present. The bill made 
considerable progress In committee.

VICTORIA. April I.—According to 
a reply to -luestions bv J. W. Weart 
(South Vancouver), Attorney-General 
Fa ria today indicated that prepara- 
. ions are being made to establish free 
employment, bureaus at Vancouver, 
wit.-, the intention of extending the 
system to other centre* of population 
as necessity requires. In the mean­
time the department of labor is doing 
what la possible to meet the demand 
for farm help.

NO SIGNS OF EARLY 
ENMOFDEBATE

Various Legislators Are Busy 
Taking Notes for Their 
Speeches; Act Empowering 
Governm’t to Reserve Lands

i VICTORIA, April 9.—There appears 
to be no immediate signs of the bud­
get debate drawing to a close this 
week, judging by the note taking of 
the various members .who evidently 
are providing themselves with a sup- ! 
Ply of ammunition for use against the 
other side. The debate this afternoon 
was engaged In by M. A. Macdonald, 
senior member for Vancouver, and W. 
R. Ross. Fort George, and was ad­
journed bv Hon. T. D. Pattullo, minis­
ter of lands, who will speak tomorrow. 
Richard WaJlls is expected to tollow 
Mr. Pattullo and J. 6. Cowper may 
speak tomorrow night.

Little else was accomplished this 
afternoon. The Bowser amendment 
to the Elections Act to permit soldiers 
to vote upon a three days’ residence, 
received Its first reading. Premier 
Oliver Introduced a bill providing 
power for the government to reserve 
crown lands or to purchase lands up 
to $600,600 for the purpose of provid­
ing for soldiers* homesteads or to 
convey such lands to the Dominion 
government if so desired, In connecr 

I tion with plans for settlement of re- 
| turned soldiers here under some fed­
eral scheme.

Disapprove Bti
The private bills committee re­

ported disapproval of a bill to Incor­
porate the "Engineering and Tech­
nical Institute 01 B. C." the commit­
tee being of the opinion the Dill was 
not in the public Interest, Inasmuch as 
its objects apparently were in conflict 

I witl* those of other societies operat­
ing under Dominion and British Cb- 
lumbia charters.

I A large number of questions which 
the leader of thfc opposition asked 
Hon. John Hart, minister of finance, 
relative to various provincial receipts 
contained some interesting informa­
tion. Out of an estimated revenue for 
timber licenses amounting to $1,168,- 
000 for the tlscal year, there had been 
collected $1.063,610 to date. Of an 
income tax revenue estimated at a 
million dollars, the collection is 
$664,278. Timber royalties were es­
timated at $900,000. and $741,821 was 
collected. The poll tax collections 
were double the oatlmate, which was 
$150,000 and the collections were 
$300,690. Game license estimate was 
$66,000 .and the collections $16,000. 
One hundred thousand dollars was 
the estimate from the amusement tax 
for five months and the receipts^were 
I10j;$g2. The land tax estimate was 
$916,000 and the collections amount­
ed to $668.649. Out of a mineral tax 
estimate of $300.000 the collection 
was $266.280. A stumpage estimate 
of $164.000 yielded $136,233. Per­
sonal property tax estimate was $700.- 
000 and $609,064 was collected.

CAMi FOR OPENING OF TOWN.

VICTORIA, April 9.—That the 
provincial government haa made a 
demand on the owner* of the town 
of Anyox, the Granby Mining » 
Smelting company, In connection with 
the decision to open to the public the 
privately-owned towfisJte# of the prov­
ince. le Indicated bf Hon. T. D. Pat- 
tullo, minister of lands. In reply to 
Dr. Rose (Nelson), who requested the i 
information. The formal demand has 
been made on Anyox, and as to the 
others, the minister says all so-called 
''closed" towns are not subject to the 
clause in the Land Act providing that I 
they be open
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Methods of Expenditure
In the old days when the Conservatives reigned 

at Victoria their habit was to engage in an acute 
annual controversy over the division of public works 
expenditure.

The differences of opinion as to how much should 
be spent in each constituency were sometimes so 
warm that even the. genial diplomacy of the late 
Sir Richard McBride was severely taxed to keep 
the peace.

The new government has adopted a different, if 
not a better method. The publie works expenditures 
are simply to be voted in a lump eum. The admin­
istration will be left with a wide discretion as to 
where the spending shall be done.

The reform may or may not be an improvement. 
Perhaps it will mean leas-waste ami the postponing 
of work not strictly necessary. It will certainly 
make the private member a person of less impor­
tance in his district than formerly.

As he will have less to say about what is done 
with the money, his influence will be correspond­
ingly less pervasive.

BY BIGDELEGAÏION
Returned Soldiers and Others 

in Victoria Parade to Par­
liament Buildings And Pre­
sent Resolutions to Cabinet

“BILL OF INDICTMENT
AGAINST GOVERNMENT-’

This Is the Way Hon. John 
Oliver Characterizes Resolu­
tion Urging Appointment of 
Civil Service Commissioner.

VICTORIA, April $0.—Over 1000 
returned eoldlere and members 
of societies interested In their 

welfare tonight marched, through 
densely lined streets to the parliament 
buildings and presented to Premier 
Oliver and the provincial cabinet a 
resolution protesting against the 
present attitude of the Ottawa author­
ities toward the alien question and 
disked that the provincial parliament 
forward the resolution to Ottawa with 
Its endorsement. Many spectators 
fell in and accompanied the pnmd® 
to the buildings, making the attend­
ance on the lawns nearly 1600 by tne 
time the ministers came out to meet 
the soldiers.

All along the parade were striking 
banners, spaced a few feet apart, call­
ing for the internment of aliens, the 
enlistment of conscientious objectors 
as stretcher-bearers and, "Down with 
graft and profiteering,!* there being 

^nearly two doeen of theep slogans.
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' Met by Premier.
Kon. John Oliver met the deputa­

tion at the head of the provincial 
cabinet, and the resolution was placed 
in his hands by Major T. B. Monk, 
who said that the matter of action 
on the alien question had been 
brought before the Dominion govern­
ment by the Great War Veterans, but 
that nothing had come of the repre­
sentations made. The returned sol­
diers were convinced the Union gov­
ernment was anxious to tackle the 
matter, and the parade had been got 
up in order that the hands of Sir 
Robert Borden might be strength­
ened.

Mr. Oliver said that the matter 
dealt with in the resolution was one 
which was strictly reserved to the 
Dominion parliament.

"You have given us no time to con­
sider this matter. You demand to 
know what we are prepared to do,” 

j he said. “I have never been one to 
I shirk any question which may be put 
up to me, and so I will tell you that 
this government will take these reso­
lutions which you have submitted to 
us, and we will grive them careful con­
sideration.”

Many Interruptions.
The crowd began a series of sus­

tained interruptions mingled with 
calls of “No excuses” and "What are 
you going to do about it?” and Mr. 
Oliver then stated that he and his col­
leagues were heartily in favor of 
bringing about the conditions which 
the returned men desire.

Major Monk introduced Comrade A. 
R. Berry, who said that while the 

1 matter just discussed was undoubtedly 
one for the Dominion authorities, he 
had a matter to submit which was 
strictly a provincial affair. He then 
read a resolution urging on the prov­
incial government the advisability of 
Immediately appointing a civil service 
commissioner and asking the premier 
to announce at once that such an ap­
pointment will be made forthwith.

The resolution was greeted with 
rounds of applause by the crowd, and 
a great shout of approbation indicated 
its adoption after Comrade Giolma 
had formally seconded it.

Unfair, Says Oliver.
"This is a bill of indictment against 

this government which you have just 
submitted," said the Hon. John 
Oliver. "This is most unfair, it is 
unjust not only to us who live but also 
to the memory of the late premier 
of the province, the Hon. Mr. Brew­
ster. in that it accuses him of negli­
gence and playing politics to the full 
as much as it accuses us. I will not 
receive this. No man can make me 
do something against my conscience. 
We have been working over here to 
the limit of human endurance, and 
we have not had time to get this 
matter attended to. Besides, this is a 
matter requiring careful considera­
tion, and I personally do not know 
exactly what this Civil Service Act 
really entails.”

Then the soldiers gave vent to their 
feelings, which they had held in 
check with evident effort during the 
earlier portion of the proceedings.

No ‘ Glad Hand.”
“Boo, we’ll make you take It.” 

“You’ve had a vear to start work ” 
“What did we put you In for?” and 
many other remarks came from all 
aides, and Mr. Oliver had to wait for 
a few minutes before he could make 
himself hdfcrd. He then said: "When 
you think is matter over tomorrow 
you will think more of John Olive1- 
for not being over-ready with the 
•glad hand.’”

Comrgde Giolrna thon csked for pcr- 
j mission to ask a question and amid a 
silence asked:

“The government passed that act 
when you were a member of the cabi­
net, and you voted for it?”

The premier: “Yes."
I “You do not know what it»really 
means?” •

The premier: “No."
i "Then you admit that you voted for 
something which you don’t know any­
thing about, t>oing at that time a 
minister of the government?”

A shout of joy went up from the 
crowd as the clear voice of the soldier 
made Itself heard even at the out­
skirts of the gathered thousands, and 
the purr of the motors as the proces­
sion started Its townward way trowt.- 
ed the premier’s angry disavowal of 
tne interpolation \t%iich had been 
read into his explanation of the de- 
lav ■ .* -*
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PROVINCE HELPS DOCTOR'S

Physicians in Sparsely Populated 
Places Aided by Government.

VICTORIA, April 11. — Twenty- 
four doctors in the,outposts of the 
province, where settlement Is scat­
tered and due to small practice, doc­
tors must be given financial assis­
tance to provide medical attention In 
such localities, are being recom­
pensed in varying amounts, accord­
ing to Hon. J. D. Maclean, provincial 
secretary. The places where doctors 
receive grants, and the amounts, are 
as follows: Alert Bay, Quatalno, Van 
Anda and Masset, $500 each; Gulf 
Islands, $600; Rock Bay, Chase, Chil- 
cotin, Clayoquot, Denman and Horn­
by Islands, Kitwanga, Nass, Port 
Simpson, Quetmel, Vanderhoof, Win­
dermere, Smlthers. Atlin Inlet and 
Terrace, $300 in each place; Tele­
graph Creek, $400; Nakusj, $200; 
Campbell River, $200; Gibsons Land­
ing, $260.

TO GIVE EVIDENCE
Mr. Oliver Tells C. N. R. Com­

mission He Wants to Prove 
the Condition of the British 
Columbia Undertaking.

TORONTO, April 11.—There likely 
will have to be an extension in the 
time given the government commis­
sion to complete the valuation of 
600,000 shares of C. N. R. stock. This 
was Indicated by counsel for the rail­
way to Sir Wm. Meredith, chairman, 
Just before adjournment this after­
noon, In which it was said that the 
evidence would not be concluded be­
fore April 24.

Asks to Be Heard.
A week’s argument by counsel is 

expected to follow the taking of evi­
dence. In addition, Hon. John Oliver, 
premier of British Columbia, tele­
graphed the commission today of à 
desire to be allowed to appear per- 
conally to prove the condition of the 
British Columbia undertaking and 
state the claims of the government of 
his province, but that he would not 
be able to appear before three weeks. 
Sir William Meredith remarked that 
they did not want to give the British 
Columbia premier an opportunity to 
says that he was shut out from stat­
in his case. In. consequence, a tele­
gram will be sent Mr. Oliver inform­
ing him that the British Columbia 
correspondence has been read by the 
board and setting a date on which he 
must appear if he wants to be heard.

B. C. Claims.
Almost the entire sitting today was 

occupied with consideration of the 
British Columbia claims, the charge 
being made that the railway, with 
the consent of the late British Colum­
bia government, had diverted $600,000 
provided for one branch line to apply 
it on another.

F. H. Phippen, K. C., counsel for 
the railway, expressed the opinion 
that Premier Oliver was deslrosu of 
passing the provincial guarantee of 
$47,000,000 to the Dominion govern­
ment.

fERNMENT STILL 
FIRMLYJN OFFICE

Opposition Makes Attempt at 
Last Night’s Sitting to Ov­
erthrow Provincial Ministry; 
Motion Out of Order.

I VICTORIA. April 11.—A resolu­
tion of no confidence in the govern­
ment, moved by J. W. Jones (South 
Okanagan ) and an amendment mo­
tion to the same effect by Dr. Rose 
(Nelson) were offered at tonight’s 
session or the legislature, but declar­
ed to be out of order by Mr. Speaker. 
There was a hurried looking up of 
rules and decisions, the move of the 
opposition taking the government by 
surprise. The basis of the resolution 
was the failure of the. government to r 
bring a resolution urging the federal J 
government to conscript alien enem- [ >|

I ies as suggested by the returned sol- ; J 
diets and the foundation for the ; | 

j amendment was the allegations that J 
the government had not carried out 
its promises.

Made Four-hour Speech.
The attempt of the opposition to 

overthrow the government came at 
the close of a sensational tour-hour 
speech bv Mr. Jones, who \ s fol­
lowed bv F. J. MacKenzie (o mllkn- 
meen). The exhibition by Jones was 
one of the greatest speaking efforts 
seen in the local legislature in years.
It was in connection with the time- 
wasting-endeavor of the opposition j 
to prevent the budget debate coming -J 
to a close tonight, as was contem­
plated. For reasons best known to 
himself. W. J. Bowser, leader of the 
opposition, desires the debate shall 
not end tonight and it - is said he 
wants to speak tomorrow afternoon.
A rumor is floating round the lob­
bies tonight that the opposition has 
staged a. demonstration to take place 
in the gallery purely for political et- 
fect. Members of the opposition de­
ny any such plans are under way to | 
their knowledge. Mr. Jones com­
menced to speak at 6 o’clock and re- I 
sumed at S o’clock when the house | 
reconvened for the night sitting. He J 
was going strong at T1 .o’clock.

Strong on Irrigation.
Mr. Jones read one volume on irrl- ' | 

gation almost through and from the . 
opposition rooms were sent in ready ; 
to his hand bound volumes of news- j 
papers and data from all parts of the 
globe on the subject of irrigation. He 
described In minute detail the great 
irrigation projects of the world, jump­
ing with a word from the Okanagan j 
Valley to the Nile, back to the Wenat- j 
chee Valley and over to Italy.

Mr. Jackson (Islands) interrupted 1 
on several occasions in an appeal to j 
Mr. Speaker to shut Mr. Jones off, and j 
though Mr. Speaker drew to the atten- 1 
tion of the opposition member the fact 
that he was trying the indulgence of 
the house, the member persevered and 
labored hard to perform his share of ; 
the filibuster tactics determined upon ■•j 
by his leader. The time of the house 
was absolutely wasted during the ' 
whole of the night session. It was ] 
said at a late hour that the premier 
Intended to continue the sitting all 

! night, though the majority of the 
members urged that intention to try 
to let the opposition wear itself out 
be foregone for the night*

Mackenzie was still speaking at ; 
midnight.

QUESTIONS ABE ANSWERED

Premier and Attorney-General Reply 
to Opposition Members.

VICTORIA, April 11.—The ques­
tions which the leader of the opposi- I 
tion, W. J. Bowser, asked the other ! 
day of the Attorney-General Farris as 
to whether any promise of financial 
aid had been made to the Comrades 
of the Great War or the Great War 
Veterans’ association, have been 
answered in the negative by Hon. Mr. 
Farris.

Answering questions by W. R. Rosa 
as to how many Chinese have been 
employed by the government at From- 
deg farm, Premier Oliver has tabled 
information that six were employé*; 
during September, October and No­
vember of last year.
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QUERIES FOR GOVERNMENT

South Vancouver Member WÜI Push 
Old Age Pensions Plan.

VICTORIA, April 11.—J. W. Weart 
(South Vancouver) gave notice ttt 
this afternoon's session of the legis­
lature that on Monday he would 
move that the house resolve Itself Into 
committee of the whole to consider 
the Introduction of legislation this 
session or the 1919 session, providing 
for old age pensions.

Mrs. Ralph Smith (Vancouver) 
gave notice that tomorrow she will 
question the government as to its In- 1 
tentions regarding the appointment : 
of a civil service commissioner and i 
the bringing of the Civil Service Act 
into force.

At tomorrow night's session, W. 
R. Ross (Fort George) will ask for 
Information as to what sums were 
paid R. T. Elliott and H. A. McLean 
of this city for legal services for the 
government and Richard Wallis (Port 
Albernl) will ask as to payments for 
legal services to a & Taylor of Van-

MAKESMPLY 
TO LOCAL EMBER

J. S. Cowper Answers in Leg­
islature, Allegations and 
Criticism Directed Toward 
Him by M. A. Macdonald.

VICTORIA. April 11.—Objecting to 
what he termed as "favoritism'' 
shown In the past by the provincial 
government to the J.aw society and 
the Dental association, J. 8. Cowper, 
in the budget debate this afternoon, 
urged that such grants or financial 6 
favors as in the past had gone to these 
associations should be given to the 

(returned soldiers' club or other patri­
otic organisations.

Mr. Cowper replied with sarcasm 
to the references to him by M. A. Mac­
donald and remarked he was so much 
abused he ha* becon.e hopelessly Im­
pervious to that kind of treatment 

Not Unexpected.
Mr. Cowper spoke in part as fol­

lows:
"I must admit that In one sense the 

attack was not unexpected. My honor­
able friend some time ago, I am In­
formed, approached members of what 
he calls The Purity Squad’ suggest­
ing, that they should attack other 
members of the government beside 
himself. He specially singled out the 
name of the late premier In connec­
tion with the contribution which the 
British Columbia Electric railway Is 
alleged to have made to the Vancou­
ver and Victoria campaign funds. 
While my friend's speech was osten­
sibly an attack upon myself and my 
absent soldier colleague, Dr. McIn­
tosh, I quite recognise that it was In 
essence an attack upon members of 
the government—and a very effec­
tive attack, too. With the govern­
ment's side of the case It would be 
presumption on my part to deal. 
Doubtless the government 1» as well 
able to take care of itself as I am of 
myself and of my friend Dr, McIntosh

“And now to deal as briefly and 
courtesy u poartble 

with the complaint ot my honorable 
friend against the treatment he re­
ceived by this house and by the com­
mission appointed by this government 
My honorable friend's major claim Is 
that he was taken by surprise <and 
was led into making a denial of the 
charge through a misleading version 
of the charge given to him by the 
present nremler. With the premier s 

| side of the case I am not concerned.
I think It mav be significant that after 

; being Informed ot the statement 
j which the forme? attorney-general 
; proposed to make to the house that 

the premier absented hlmselt from 
the chamber while the honorable 
gentleman made his statement 

Twelve Months Late.
“I sav that the honorable gentle­

man is twelve month» too late, and 
a great number of years too soon, in 
making the discovery that he was 
taken by surprise In making his de­
nial. Honorable gentlemen In this 
bouse will recall that the words I used 
in making the charge were, on mo­
tion of thi* house, taken down In 
writing, and that the honorable 
gentleman had time to make a care- 
fuU-preoared written denial, in the j

precise words. I have been informed, 
which Sir John A. Macdonald used In 
denying the Pacific’scandal.

"The words I used were reported 
in the nress. were orlntbd on the rec­
ords of this house, were themselves 
the sublect of a debate two days later 
when I discovered that In the excite­
ment of the occasion I had used the 
figure 26 Instead of 16. Members of 
this house will recall that In that de­
bate, in which I explained my error, 
the honorable gentleman rose In his 
place in this house and repeated his 
former denial, adding that this for­
mer denial stood good irrespective of 
the amount, whether 125,000 or $16,- 
000, or one dollar. And if the state­
ments of Several of the honorable 
members iow sitting in this house are 
correct, the honorable gentleman fol­
lowed ud this denial in the house by 
discussing the matter at a government 
caucus In which I km Informed the 
honorable gentleman delivered an ad­
dress of a semi-roiigious character, 
repeated me denial calling the Al­
mighty to bear him witness and liken­
ing himself to the Psalmist of Israel 
whose prayer had been answered and 
whose enemv had been delivered ‘Tfc- 
to his hands.

Had His Opportunity.
"And li a further opportunity were 

needed, mv friend had It at the open­
ing of the enquiry at Victoria, wlfere 
In the presence of several members • 
this house, mv counsel recited the 
set of facta we proposed to prove, an-, 
which were Droved. Mv friend sat In 
court beside his counsel. Did he then 
admit that he had been misled No, 
his counsel rose on his behalf and 
speaking with the responsibility of 
counsel stated: ‘It Is absolutely un­
true.'

"This question of Campaign funds, 
which my friend flippantly boasts of 
being an authority upon, has never 
yet been settled. At the C.N.R. in­
vestigation. Mr. Justice Gregory re­
fused to allow anv question as to 
the collection or disposal of campaign 
funds, whether regularly or irregular­
ly collected, though he did say that 
he thought It waa a proper matter for 
the Liberal party to enquire Into. The 
commission of three Judges who con­
ducted the Vancouver election en­
quiry, refused to allow the govern­
ment counsel. Mr. Douglas Armour, 
to cross-examine mv colleague or any 
of the other witnesses upon the mat­
ter of campaign funds, as correspond­
ence In my possession will prove, al­
though It was drawn to their atten­
tion that a witness In the Gregory in­
vestigation had testified to a conver­
sation at Victoria In regard to 'other 
amounts of which this amount (ot 
$16,000) was included.*

Entitled to Know.
"The Liberal members of this 

house and ot this country are entitled 
to know what becomes of moneys 
solicited or received in their name. 
This asoect ot the question was re­
ferred to bv mv honorable friend’s 
counsel who stated that the money 
had been distributed among the dif­
ferent constituencies. 'up-country' 
whatever that meant.

"This was not the personal matter 
my friend seek, to mik. lt ipiwar It 
was a public matter. I will call to the 
attention of the member» of this 
house the circumstances under which 
my so-called charge was made. Hon­
orable members will recall that there 
was a blU before the house calling for 
three Judges to Inquire Into the Van­
couver election frauds, A parliamen­
tary committee had nlteady sat and 
found that ‘a conspiracy to carry on 
personation on an extensive scale was 
entered into with the object of secur­
ing the election ot the Liberal candi­
date.' That finding was later dupli­
cated almost word for word by the 
commission ot three judge» who eald 
‘It is proved beyond any doubt that 
an elaborate and expensive scheme ot 
personation Was adopted on behalf ot 
M A. Macdonald, the Liberal candi­
date.'

Never Received Money.
"Member* will recall that in my 

speech on that bill I argued that as 
John T. Scott, H. H. Pearce and other 
loading personage» In the plugging 
had left the country that an inquiry 
In their absence would be useless. I 
pointed out that a» the plugging con­
spiracy had evidentiy cost a great deal 
of money, both at the time and after- 

! wards, It would be a very wise and 
proper thing to empower the commis­
sioners to inquire into the collection 
of campaign funds, especially by un­
authorised partie». I mentioned, not 
as making a charge, but merely by 
way of Illustration, that Information 
had come to my notice that several 
sums alleged to have been contributed 
by corporations to tho funds of the 
Liberal party, had never reached their 
festination. I suggested that an in­
quiry along these lines might lead to 
the discovery ot the men who had 
engineered and financed these plug­
ging operation» That is why tho con­
tribution ot the B. C. Electric had less 
Interest for me at that time than those 
other corporation contributions which 
had never been accounted for. At the

investigation before Mr. Justice Greg­
ory I called the president of the Van­
couver Liberal association and Mr. 
John Hart, treasurer of the provincial 
campaign fund, and both these gentle­
men testified cn oath that they had 
never received this $15,000 contribut­
ed by this C. N. R. director.

Taint Is Transferred.
"The taint of this transaction has 

been transferred onto this house. My 
friend, the former attorney-general, 
speaking through the Ups of his coun­
sel at the Gregory Investigation, bold­
ly claimed that this money had been 
distributed among the members of 
this house. I challenge that state­
ment. Honorable members have aa- 

i sured me voluntarily that they never 
shared in this money. I challenge any 
member of this house, unless It may 
be the honorable member from Oml- 
neca, to say that he shared in this 
money, which. It la slanderously said 
on the records of this house, has been 
distributed among the members.

“No, Mr. Speaker! 1 have no ani­
mosity against the honorable the 
former attorney-general. At his first 
election in the city of Vancouver I 
lent my credit to help raise funds for 
his campaign. No man worked harder 
than myself to secure his return. I 
declined to testify against him at the 
inquiry which he forced me into. And 
at least one member of the present 
cabinet can bear me witness that 
when last year a delegation of Van­
couver Liberals came to Interview the 
government and demand the expulsion 
of my friend the senior member, I 
personally besought them to with­
draw their demand. jb

Criticises Government.
J. W. Jones (South Okanagan) fol­

lowed In the budget debate with a 
lengthy and detailed criticism of the 
government for Increasing taxation, 
making allegations of patronage prac­
tices and payment of big salaries.

After a short debate, the legislature 
adopted an amendment by Hon. Wm. 
Sloan, minister of mines, to the Nel­
son resolution for an Inquiry by the 
mining committee Into the differences 
between the Trail smelter and mining 
operators over rates of treatment, and 
a competent man will be appointed to 
represent the government at the In­
quiry that is going on. If it is decided 
by the representative that an injus­
tice is being worked on mining oper­
ators, measures for relief of the situa­
tion will be taken by the government 
by means of a royal commission.

Premier Adjourns Debate.
In moving the second reading of his 

amendment to the Elections Act so 
as to permit soldiers, sailors or nurses 
to vote after three days’ residence, the 
leader of the opposition urged tho 
house to show its appreciation of the 
men and women who had done so 
much for the country by adopting the 
amendment. Premier Oliver adjourn­
ed the debate till tomorrow afternoon.

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 1918

OPPOSITION GREW 
TIRED AT 3 A.M.

VICTORIA, April 12.—Efforts of 
the opposition to prolong the budget 
debate till today petered out at three 
o'clock this morning, at which hour 
the legislature weht into committee, 
following a sensational effort in ob­
struction. Early In the week Prem­
ier Oliver gave notice that he would 
move the adoption of the budget, thus 
closing the elaborate debate upon the 
subject. W. J. Bowser, leader ot 
the opposition, desired to continue the 
debate today. The premier signified 
his Intention late last night ot keep­
ing the house in session all night It 
necessary.

Mr. Bowser Speaks.
After the tremendous speaking ef­

fort of J. W. Jones (South Okanagan) 
in the obstruction tactics adopted by 
the opposition, there Were left no 
speakers on that side of the house 
capable of sustained speaking except 
Mr. Bowser himself, who managed, 
however to speak about two hours In 
spite of the fact that ho Is not In ro­
bust health. W. R. Ross had al­
ready spoken on the budget, other­
wise tho debate might have been 
going on, for he Is capable of pro­
longed verbosity when occasion de­
mands. The effort of Mr. Jones end­
ed at 11 o’clock, at which hour the 
opposition began to spar for time by 
a motion of want of confidence In the 
government which, because Mr. 
Speaker did not consider It a matter 
of urgency and unnecessary to take
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by George Bell (Vhî. 
w!th thlhe bur1*ct debate was closed 
with the government victor.

Waste of Energy
rf or the legislature to sit up until 3 o’clock in the 
Jo ining in order to prevent Hon. W. J. Bowser 

a making a speech on Friday, looks like a waste
nergy.
he leader of the opposition has been repeatedly 

I *ged with manoeuvring so as to deliver what he 
1 lrds as his more important pronouncements on 
I lay, the idea being to get them to the public 

. i, days ahead of any possible reply, 
il* y this little scheme he thinks he secures an ad- 
® -age. But does he? What does it matter when 

an talks, if he has nothing to say? 
le members of the legislature would find it con- 
ve to comfort and health to go to bed at a 
onable hour. When they show irritation at Mr. 
ser’s tactics, they merely give him a chance to 
;kle and feel pleased with himself.

BOARD HAS FULL/ POWERS

l

VICTORIA, April 12. — Premier 
Oliver In the legislature today In re­
sponses to Questions asked by W. J. 
Bowser, said the government exercis­
ed no control over the workmen’s 
compensation board. The board in 

| being appointed was given supreme 
powers and it came under no depart- 

i ment head in anv manner. The leg­
islature had no legal right to obtain 
information regarding Its operations.

PROPOSES 10 AID 
STEEL INDUSTRY

Minister of Mines Introduces 
Bill to Empower Government 
to Pay Bounties on Pig Iron 
Manufactured in B. C.

VICTORIA, April 12.—The govern­
ment’s Intentions to aid the iron and 
steel industry was evidenced at this 
afternoon’s sitting of the legislature 
by the introduction by Hon. William 
Sloan, minister of mines, of the Iron 
Bounties Act. which empowers the 
lieutenant-governor-in-council to en­
ter into agreements with persons or 
corporations and make payments out 
of the consolidated revenue fund in 
respect of bounties on pig iron when 
manufactured in the province. For 
pig iron manufactured from ore on 
the proportion produced from ory 
mined in the province a bounty not to 
exceed three dollars per ton of two 
thousand pounds. One dollar and 
fifty cents will be paid ip respect of 
pig iron manufactured from ore on 
the proportion produced from ore 
mined outside the province.

On Molten Iron.
A similar bounty as on pig* oron 

under this act may also be paid upon 
the molten iron from iron ore which 
in the electric furnace, bessemer or 
other furnace enters into the manu­
facture of steel by the process em­
ployed in such furnace, the weight of 
such iron to be ascertained f?bm the 
weight of the steel so manufactured. 
It is also further provided in the 
bill that no bounty shall be paid un­
der the provisions of the proposed 
act in respect of iron or steel manu­
factured after December 31. 1923.

Compel Development.
It is understood that the minister 

of mines, who is to administer the 
act. contemplates legislation which 
will give the government powers to 
compel development of iron ore de­
posits held for speculative purposes. 
Tliis will require an amendment to J.he 
Mining Act. With the budget debate 
out of the way, the house made con­
siderable progress. The attorney-gen­
eral’s amendment to the Pool Rooms’ 
Act changing the license fee in unor­
ganized districts from a lump sum of 

j $50 to $25 for one table and $10 for 
i each additional table, passed third 

reading, and other legislation was 
advanced.

The house will sit Saturday after- 
noon* ---------------------------------MdÊË

;e
Members of Legislature to Be 

Given an Opportunity of Ex­
pressing Their Views on De­
mands of Veterans.

VICTORIA, April 12.—The résolu- 
tion relating to enemy aliens which 
was presented to Premier Oliver at 
& demonstration In front of the par­
liament buildings Wednesday even­
ing and which Thursdav night" was 
Introduced by W. It. Ross (Fort 
George) as a resolution of the legis­
lature may be discussed by the mem­
bers Monday.

J. W. Jackson (Islands) has given 
notice that on Monday he will intro­
duce practically the identical resolu­
tion as an amendment, the only 
change being where the original reads 
in one place “that no steps should be 
taken to call out the second or other 
class under the military service act 
or to return to France married men 
of the first contingent C. E. F. ui\til 
the question of the disposition of the 
aliens has been settled in a manner 
satisfactory to the citizens of Can­
ada.” The Jackson amendment reads: 
“That it would be unjust to call out 
the second or any other class under 
the Military Service Act or to return 
to France married men of the first 
contingent, C. E. F., while sufficient 
numbers to replace them from aliens 
in this country remain immune.

SUNDAY, APRIL - 14, rgi8

ALIEN RESOLUTION
Great Interest Is Expected to 

Be Shown Monday When 
Matter Comse Up; WHI Be 
Presented by Mr. ftoss.

VICTORIA, April 13. — Crowded 
galleries - are looked for by members 
of the legislature on Monday, when 
it is probable the house will discuss j 
the “alien-enemy" resolution present- t 
cd to Premier Oliver last week at the j 
conclusion of a monster parade par- ; 
ticipated in by returned soldiers and j 
patriotic organizations. The résolu- ! 
tion has been presented to the house ; 
by W. R. Ross (Fort George), and an i 
amendment changing the wording 1 
slightly will be presented by J. W. 
Jackson (Islands), on Monday, ac­
cording to notice he has given. This 
may open discussion on the subject. 
The Jackson amendment is as follows:

"Whereas t^tere are in Canada a 
g real., number of people of alien or­
igin; and whereat; it is Improper and 
unjuc. v..at alien enemies should prof­
it from the Industry of this country, 
especially in view of the restrictions 1 
and cruelty Inflicted on our country­
men in the enemy countries;

Work for Country.
“Theiefore be It resolved, That the 

alien enemies in our midst should be 
employed In work of national import­
ance in industries essential to the 
winning of the war, and under proper 
surveillance, and that their earnings, 
over and above an amount equal to 
the pay and allowance of a Canadian 
soldier, should be taken by the gov­
ernment for war purposes, and, fail­
ing their being so employed, that such 
alien ene:~-_s should be interned.

“Further, that measures should be 
taken at once to make the ‘Military 
Service Act* applicable to all allied 
aliens in the same manner and to the 
same extent as to the citizens of Can­
ada, either by negotiating the neces­
sary treaties or conventions with the 
remaining allied countries upon sim­
ilar lines or the same as those pro­
vided for in the conventions recently 
adopted by the United States of Amer­
ica and Great Britain, or, falling the 
obtaining of such treaties or conven­
tions, that such allied aliens be forth­
with given the option of enlisting vol­
untarily in the Canadian forces, or

being deported to their country of or­
igin, as Is being done under the Alien 
Slacker bill just passed by an over­
whelming majority in the house of 
representatives at Washington.

"Further, that it would be unjust 
to call out the second or other class 
under the ‘Military Service Act,' or to 
return to France married men of the 
first contingent, C.E.F., while suffici­
ent numbers to replace them from 
aliens in this country remain immune 
from service.

“Further, that no enemy alien 
should hold public oflce, and that all 
questions having to do with the alien 
should be taken out of the hands of 
the provincial authorities and taken 
under federal direction.

Register All Allens.
“Further, that the Canadian gov­

ernment should establish an alien reg­
istration bureau, the same as obtains 
in Great Britain, In which every neut­
ral, allied and enemy alien shall be 
registered, so as to be used to the best 
advantage in the national service; 
and, moreover, that all aliens should 
be compelled to wear a badge or 
token, prominently displayed, desig­
nating that he is an alien in his class.

“Further, that all enemy alien 
newspapers or periodicals should be 
suppressed, and all editorials and un» 

vouched-for and unverified news- 
matter, should be printed in English.

“Further, that no person of alien 
birth, whether naturalized or not, 
should be permitted to have in his 
possession firearms of any descrip­
tion.

"And' whereas greater production of 
food is of vital Importance; and 
whereas, especially in the western 
provinces, the farmers are laboring 
under a great disadvantage owing to 
the unreliable condition of alien labor; 
and whereas much hardship has re­
sulted from frequent breaches of con­
tract during harvest-time; it should be 
made an offence under the criminal 
code for any farm laborer of alien 
origin to act in breach of his contract, 
where It is shown that the employer 
has fulfilled his contract.”

Tl
Member of Legislature for Al­

fa erni Wants to See Some 
Money Spent on Vancouver 
Island Highways.

I
I Richard Wallis, representative lor 
Alberni in the provincial legislature, 
is making efforts to have the gov­
ernment do some much needed repair 
work on the Canadian highway on 
Vancouver island in the region of 
Port Alberni. He characterizes the 
present condition of parts of this 
road as a disgrace and in view of the 
fact that the hundreds of motor tour­
ists travel this road in the summer 
wishes to get action early in the sea*

One plan he suggests for the raising 
of funds during war-time is the plac­
ing of a registration fee of $1 on all 
automobiles that enter rue province 
during the year. As a fee of this ' 
sort would amount to possibly $10,000 
in a year it would be a source of 
revenue.

QUERIES ARE ANSWERED

Mr. Schofield, of Trail, Failed to Dis­
cover Anything.

VICTORIA. April 13. — Answers 
have been given by Hon. J. H. King, 
minister of public works, to J. H. 
Schoileld (Trail) in connection with 
the curiosity evinced by members of 
the opposition as to me use of gov- 

1 eminent automobiles. Mr. Schofield 
wanted to know If J. F. Bridges, a 
mtllman in the vicinity of Cranbrook, 
had been making use of the govern­
ment auto; what arrangements had 
been made with Bridges for the use 
01 the car; by which government ot- 

i flciale was the car formerly used, and 
what was the make and value ot the 
car. According to Hon. Dr. King, Mr. 
Bridges had not been using such car.

Mr. Schofield also desired to know 
if R. E. Beattie, of Cranbrook, had 
been using a government road tractor 
on his farm. The minister answered 
this by saying the government owned 
no such machine at Cranbrook.
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SUNDAY. APRIL 14. 1918

SESSION UNLIKELY 
TO END1S WEEK

Amendments to Various Acts 
Are Due to Come Up and 
It Will Take Considerable 
Time to Dispose of Them.

VICTORIA. April 18.—Those who 
had been looking forward to the leg­
islative session coming to an end In 
the coming week are doomed to dis­
appointment. to all accounts and ap­
pearances. And the session might 
have gone on considerably further 
had it not been for the determination 
of Premier Oliver on Thursday night 
—rather In the wee hours of Friday 
morning—to force the termination of 
the debate on the budget There are 
two open seasons during every session 
lor the Dolitlcians—the debate on the 
King’s speech and the budget. Dur­
ing these debates both sides have fal- . 
len into the habit of doing their best 
to make the other side appear in the 
worst light possible, and If one were 
to believe what they said about each 
other, there would be a constant 
string of elections. The King's 
speech debate 4ragged wearily while 
each side recited the shortcomings of*; 
the other. The budget debate was to a 
large extent .repetition of what had 
been said before, so the termination 
of it was a relief to habitual fre­
quenters of the galleries.

Changes Contemplated.
The most time-consuming Item ot 

buslneea which will be taken up 
shortly will be amendments to the 
taxation net. A number of changes 
are contemulated. and during the dis­
cussion the opposition will take fre­
quent falls out of the government, 
which will naturally not only defend 
Its position, but lay the blame tor the 
necessity of increased taxes at the 
door of the old regime.

The British Columbia railway act. 
In connection with the Pacific Great 
Eastern railway, which the govern­
ment has assumed control of. is ex­
pected to call for some debate, though 
it is a sublect which has been pretty 
well threshed out in the past.

Opportunity tor members who4|Ava 
studied the sublect ot wages to air 
their opinions will be given when the 
minimum wage for women bill, being 
steered bv Mrs. Ralph Smith, goes 
Into committee. The lady member 
has prepared a number of amend- 
ments, one being that the administra­
tion board shall have five members 
Instead of three: another is that of­
fenders against the set pay • fins of 
pot less than 125 nor more than $100.
J. W. Weart (South Vancouver) has 
an amendment to Increase the age 
limit to 18. 1

The proposed amendments to the 
game act. coal mines regulations act. 
and the land act will take some time 
to disease, especially the latter.

Amend Water Ac*.
The water act Is another long 

document which will be liberally 
amended on account of the plans of 
the government In connection with 
Irrigation. , .

Several amendments to the work
nen's compensation act are i---------
rhe Bowser iThe Bowser amendment to the pr 

rtnctiU election act. deslgtted to per­
mit soldiers, sailors and nurses to 
vote on -hree days' residence, will be 
the sublect oi considerable conten­
tion. The premier has adjourned this 
debate and his views may be looked 
for earlv this week.

The work of passing the Items In 
the budget to expected to meet with 
mono or less delay, as the opposition 
will require explanation In detail and 
take the opportunity to fire a lew 
more rounds of criticism at the gov­
ernment side.

Mr. Oliver s Eastern I rip
Hon. John Oliver is to be given an opportunity to 

be heard before the arbitration commission which is 
fixing the Value of Canadian Northern stock.

The Canadian Northern has sold bonds guaranteed 
by British Columbia without constructing some of 
the roads which the bonds are supposed to cover. 
The view on this coast is unanimous that these lines 
should be built, as a matter of both legal and moral 
obligation.

To withold from Mackenzie and Mann the whole 
or any part of the value of the stock will not help 
British Columbia. The Canadian Northern has 
passed into the hands of the Dominion government. 
It is, therefore, to Ottawa that the appeal must be 
made if any practical résulta are to be obtained.

The Dominion in taking over the assets of the 
company should also take over its liabilities. The 
thirteen representatives of British Columbia in the 
Dominion Parliament ought to have some influence 
with the government they support.

Mr. Oliver, while he is down east, might do worse 
ihan make Ottawa one of his ports of call. An un­
derstanding with the federal administration to build 
these lines would be a nice little plum for him to 
bring baok.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 1918.

VICTORIA. April 16.—According to 
a return made In the legislature by 
Attorney-general Farris, in answer to 
questions by Richard Wallis (Albeynl) 
as to what moneys were paid by the 
government to S. S. Taylor for legal 
services, the government paid the firm 
of Taylor, Harvey, Stockton & Smith 
$8,632.50 for legal services in connec­
tion with the Padlfic Great Eastern 
railway.

WILD MOVE AMENDMENT.

ï il

VICTORIA, April 16.—An amend­
ment to the city charter amendment 
bill of Vancouver will likely be offer­
ed by J. W. Weart (South Vancou­
ver), at the request of residents out­
side the city who pay taxes in the 
city and who ask that their children 
be permitted to attend school inside 
the city. Attention is drawn to the 
tact that whereas many of the resi­
dents of surrounding municipalities 
are large ratepayers In Vancouver, 
that they vote for members of the 
council and on money bylaws, their 
children are not permitted to go to 
school In Vancouver, though they 
may be living Just outside the city 
boundary.

THURSDAY, APRIL r«, tgftt

SUPPLY IS VOTED 
BY LEGISLATURE

Sum of $11,702,740 Passed; 
Deliberations- on Estimates 
Concluded; Private Bills to 
Come Up Today.

VICTORIA, April 17.—-A total sup­
ply of $11,702,740 to run the affairs 
of the province during the present 
fiscal year was voted tonight by the 
legislature which finished its deliber­
ations of several sessions on the esti­
mates. Provisions for the various de-

K
irtments were made as follows:
epartment of agriculture, $219.684; 

attorney-general's department, $909.- 
776: education, $1.777,290; finance. 
1692,604; fisheries. $17,176; lands! 
$697,608; labor, $16.170; mines, $885,- 
504; provincial secretary's depart­
ment, $1,633,346; public works de- 
partment, $1.794,940; railways, $41.- 
730; chargeable to capital, $1,968,440.

Private bills are expected to come 
before the house tomorrow and there 
Is a probability the Vancouver charter 
amendments may be Introduced, 
though it to not expected that much 
headway will be made on them till 
Friday.

IERS OF HOUSE 
HAD HAIM SESSION

It Was After One O’clock in 
Morning Before the Legisla­
ture Adjourned; Minister 
Details Lump Sum.

VICTORIA, April 17.—It was after 
one o'clock this morning when W. J. 
Bowser, leader of the Opposition, 
glanced at the clock and wearily 
drew to the attention of Premier Oli­
ver the fact that the hour was grow­
ing on towards daylight and, as there 
was nothing especially contentious in < 
the rest of the estimates, suggested 
It was time they closed up shop and 
went to bed.

"Am I to understand the leader of 
the Opposition promises not to op­
pose the rest of the estimates?" said 
the premier.

"Well, you know, you can’t trust 
ma No telling what I might do," jo­
kingly from the leader of the Oppo-

This exchange brought to a close 
a hard night’s work by government 
and opposition, and they got through 
with their consideration of the esti­
mates for the public works and lands 
departments. The total appropria­
tion for the former is $1,794,940, and 
for the latter, $697,608.

Detail* Vote.
The new policy of the government, 

that of voting "lump sums,” has been 
severely criticized )>y the opposition 
all through the estimates. Hon. J. D. 
King, minister of public works, de­
tailed for the benefit of the opposi­
tion the lump sum of $1,427,040 for 
maintenance and repairs of roads, 
bridges and wharves, by districts as 
follows: Albernl, $26,000: Atlin,
$19,000; Cariboo, $48,000; Chilliwack, 
$19,000; Columbia, $22,000; Comox, 
$41,000; Cowichan, $17,000; Cran- 
brook, $29,000; Delta, $19,000; Dewd- 
ney, $35,000; Esquimau, $19,000; Fer- 
nle, $4,000; . Fort George, $46,000; 
Grand Forks, $17,000; Greenwood, 
$17,000; Islands, $17,000; Kamloops, 
$38,000; Kaslo, $27,000; LUlooet, $32,- 
000; Nanaimo, $8,600; Nelson, $2,- 
900; Newcastle, $18,000; North Okan- 
agaji , $30,000; New Westminster, 
$1,700; North Vancouver, $5,700; 
Omlneca, $58,000; Revelstoke, $23,- 
000; .Richmond, $15,000; Rossland, 
$5,565; Saanich, $1,700; Similkameen, 
$26,000; Slocan, $26.000; South 
Okanagan, $21,000; South Vancou­
ver. $15,000; Trail, $25.000; Yale. 
$29,000; Point Grey, $10,000.

For Forest Branch.
According to the land department 

estimates, an estimate of $132,000 
will be spent in the forest branch. 
Thirty-two rangers will be kept in 
the field for six months, and also 
three assistant rangers for a similar 
period. The chief forester will have 
eleven assistants.



(Thursday, *prtl i8;- igij8r

iting in the Legislature
[itherto, the rule in the British Columbia legis- 
ire has been supposer? to be that a member must 
3 if he is in his so- lion the question is put. 
ently an ingenior rosentative, with plenty 
ime on his hands, lu. -n delving into the prece- 
ts and has discovcrou «liât he need not go on 
>rd unless he feels like it.
he new rule may have liigi. authority, but it 
ertheless looks like a bad rule. If a member will 
vote in his place in the house, what is he there

e might perhaps offer the excuse that he is not 
iciently posted on the matter under discussion, 
in most cases there will be a suspicion that what 
ly ails him is a lack of moral courage to stand 
ind declare himself.
he system of allowing members to be present 
lout voting grew up in the American congress, 
i method of filibustering to prevent the trans- 
on of business. Why should Canada imitate what 
ad in the habits of our neighbors?

I FRIDAY, APRIL 19. 1918

SCHEME TO PLACE
Government Will Set Aside 

Half Million Dollars for Pur­
chase of More land; May 
Be Leased or Granted.

(Special to The Sun) -
VICTORIA, April 18. — Premier 

Oliver, at this afternoon's sitting of 
the legislature, outlined the govern­
ment's plans for placing returned sol­
diers on the land. He declared It was 
the duty of the government to do all 
within Its power. Just as much as It 
was a national duty for enlistment for 
service, it was a national duty to look 
after the men who returned.

The government had been In touch 
with the soldiers' settlement board 
and had made plain Its desire to co­
operate In any manner possible. The 
bill before the legislature, he explain­
ed, was to give authority to reserve 
or purchase lands to aid the federal 
government with their plans. Out­
side of the Peace river district the 
Dominion owns little land in British 
Columbia, so the local government 
will provide additional lapds to what 
It already owns, and for the purpose 
of obtaining lands, which it Is neces­
sary to purchase It will set aside half 
a million dollars.

W. R. Ross (Fort George) agreed 
with the principle, but prltlcized .the 

: government for not having done 
! something before. He drew attention 
to the scheme the old regime had.

1 Hon. T. D. Pattullo, minister of lands, 
said there was no advantage for re­
ed soldiers under the old act for ' it 
was necessary for soldiers who de­
sired to take up land under its provis­
ions to go far away from civilisation. 
Lands Should Be Exempt from Taxes.

J. H. Hawthprnthwalte (Newcastle) 
was oppose» td this government, turn­
ing land over to the federal goverh- 
ment, saying British Columbia should 
have her own policy. He advocated 
soldiers' lands be free of taxation, 
which was endorsed by Hugh Stewart 
(Comox). F. J. MacKenzle (Delta) 
agreed with the principle of the meas­
ure, but. maintained it was indefinite.
J. W. Jackson (Islands) and E. D. 
Barrow (Chilliwack) supported the 
government in brief speeches.

The government’s bill to provide 
lands for the benefit of the returned 
soldiers sets out that lands may be 
reserved from sale from tlme^o time 
or purchased as necessary, to be sub­
divided as deemed expedient. The 
land may be leased or granted out­
right to any soldier or community of 
soldiers, not exceeding 160 acres to 
each soldier, except where such lands 
are suitable only for pastoral pur­
poses. The government is also given 
power under the bill to convey free of 
cost to the Dominion for soldier set­
tlement purposes such crown lands as I 
may be found necessary.

BILL TO RATIFY 
P. G. E. AGREEMENT 

__ >E
Provides for Transfer of 

Shares to Government; Rail­
way Company May Continue 
Construction and Operation.

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, April 19.—The bill to 

-ratify the P. G. E. agreement is now 
before the legislature, having been 
Introduced by Premier Oliver, as min­
ister of railways, today. The bill de­
clares the agreement made by Hon. 
John Oliver with the firm of Foley, 
Welch & Stewart, to be binding and 
effective. It provides for the transfer 
of the shares In the P. G. E. Railway 
company and P. Q. E. Development 
company to the minister of railways 
for the province.

For administration of the affairs 
of the railway it is provided the lleu- 
tenant-governor-ln-council maÿ ap­
point a board of directors for each 
of the companies, which bogrd shall 
consist of three members, to hold of­
fice during the pleasure of the lleu- 
tenant-governor-in-council. Such di­
rectors, notwithstanding any statute 
to the contrary, shall not of necessity 
hold any shares, and the Ueutenant- 
governor-in-councll may exercise all 
the powers and perform the functions 
of shareholders.

i Nothing in the act is to be deemed 
a statutory winding up of the com­
panies or constitute grounds, for an 
application to the court for a wind­
ing up order.

The railway company Is. authorized 
to take over from the development 
and equipment companies all the roll­
ing stock, equipment and construc­
tion plant, etc., now the property of 
these companies. The railway com­
pany is further empowered to take 
over all lands and right-of-way con­
tracted to be sold to the development 
company, together with the lands at 
Squamish, Including the wharf, at 
present used as terminals.

No guarntees of the province for 
the payment of any obligation of 
either the railway or development 
companies are In any way affected by 
the act, and the railway company may 
continue construction and operation 
of the undertaking and line of rail­
way. The rights of the railway com- 

j pany, as provided In the B. C. Loan 
I act, 1916, are not affected.

Privileges Reserved by Government.
The lieutenant-governor-in-councll 

is authorlted to exercise, or refuse to , 
exercise, as may be deemed advisable, 
the option set forth In the schedule, 
this being, that the province may at 
any time curing the continuance of 
the war and two years thereafter, elect 
to retain all the capital stock of the 
development company and all Its lands 
and assets absolutely, and thereupon 
the firm shall be released from a pay­
ment of 1360,000.

In case the province falls to exer­
cise this option the Rpn may, upon 
payment of $360,006rat the expira­
tion of the period named, without In­
terest, or at any time during a period 
of three years thereafter, with Interest 
at 6 per cent., elect to take over from 
the province all the shares In the cap­
ital stock of the development com­
pany, In which event possession of the 
lands of the development company, 
except the part absolutely vested in 
the province, shall be relinquished.

BORROWING POWERS

VICTORIA, April 19.—When the 
bill now before the legislature to give 
the government the right to secure a 
loan of $4,000,000 Is passed British 
Columbia will possess borrowing 
powers to the extent of $11,370,00.
The new loan bill Is stated to be to 

I provide money for general provincial | purposes.

BHI Now Waits Assent of Lieu­
tenant-Governor; Aims at 
Improving Working Condi­
tions for Women.

(By Staff Correspondent).
VICTORIA, April 19.—All that now 

remains to make Mrs. Ralph Smith's 
“Minimum Wage Act” law Is the as­
sent of the lieutenant-governor, 
which may b» expected tomorrow. 
The legislature yesterday passed the 
measure and upon the vote being un­
animous, roundly applauded. There 
was never any opposition noticed 
from the time the measure was 
brought before the legislature, though 
there was considerable debate on am­
endments which were suggested. Mrs. 
Smith today has Iteen receiving con­
gratulations on every hand.

By the provisions of the act it is to 
be administered by a board of three 
members, the chairman of whom shall 
be the minister of labor and the other 
two members shall be appointed and 
hold office during the pleasure of the 
lieutendnt-govemor in council.

No member of the board shall re­
ceive any salary os such. The board 
may employ a secretary and such ex­
pert clerical and other assistance as 
necessary, these employees aiso to 
hold office at the pleasure of the au­
thorities.

Duties of the Board.
The duties of the board are set out 

as being to ascertain the wages paid 
to employees in the various occupa­
tions, trades and Industries in which 
women are engaged, and to fix the 
minimum wage to be paid. The board 
will have full power and authority, 

l either by any member of the board or 
by any duly authorized representative, 
to Inspect and examine booKs, payrolls 
and other records of employers who 
are required to keep a register of the 
names, agês and addresses of all em­
ployees.

From time to time the board is to 
hold public meetings at which all per­
sons interested may be heard. For the 
purpose of obtaining Information, the 
board has the power and authority 
conferred by the Public Inquiries Act, 
and witnesses called shall be paid fees 
and mileage. After such Investigations, 
If the board finds wages paid to female 
employees are Inadequate, the board Is 
empowered to call a conference, com­
posed of an equal number of employees 
and employers In the Industry In ques­
tion, together with one or more dis­
interested persons representing the 
public, and the board may, as the re­
sult of such conference, Issue an ob­
ligatory order specifying the minimum 
wage for women employees In the oc­
cupation affected.

Special Licenses.
After a minimum wage has been 

fixed, the board may reopen the sub­
ject at Its discretion. In the case of 
women who may be physically defec­
tive and In the case of female appren­
tices the board may issue to these a 
special license authorizing their em­
ployment at & mlnlpaum wage less than 
thf regular minimum fixed in that oc­
cupation. The number of employees 
holding such special license in any 
plant or establishment shall not ex­
ceed one-tenth of the whole number 
of employees.

The board Is given power also to in­
quire into wages and conditions of 
girls under eighteen employed In any 
occupation In the province and may 
determine wages and conditions suit­
able for them.

Any employee who discharges or in 
any manner discriminates against any 
employee for testifying before the 
board, Is liable to a penalty of not less 
than twenty-five nor more than one 
hundred dollars.

The act does not apply to farm-lab­
orers, fruit-pickers, domestic servants 
or their employers.

\



SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 8

Old Age Pensions
Why should the Old Age Pension scheme be con­

sidered a matter for Dominion legislation, rather 
than provincial? So far as the law is concerned, 
there is nothing in the British North America Act to 
prevent suet pensions being paid by the province 
or the Dominion, or both.

The only question at issue, then, is as to which 
jurisdiction should bear the expense. When looked 
at in this way, the argument in favor of having it 
handled by the Dominion becomes almost con­
clusive.

Taxation in British Columbia is already high and 
the revenue is not sufficient for the needs. This 
state of affairs seems likely to continue for a period 
of years.

If there are to be Old Age pensions, the Dominion 
is much better able to bear the financial burden 
than is tile province.

Iron Industry in B. C.
Need of Development
VICTORIA, April 18.—With the iron and steel committee of British 

Columbia in Ottawa seeking to have the federal government aid in 
developing the iron and steel industry on this coast, the position of 

Hon. William Sloaji, minister of mines, in backing up his bill for a provincial 
bonus of iron and steel production in British Columba will be read with 
Interest.

Hon. Mr. Sloan takes the position that with the requirement In the way 
of steel, the constantly Increasing markets and the disadvantage of this coast 
by reason of having no plant or plants here. It is of the utmost importance 
that the government do everything within reason which will aid in the estab­
lishment of an Industry of this nature. .

ince, and yet the output of our coal 
Speaking on the subject of the iron mines has an established reputation, 

bonus, Hon. Mr. Sloan says it has to and is In demand throughout the 
do with the development of one of Western United States, and Vancouver ! 
British Columbia’s .greatest natural island is one of the most important 
resources. Mr. Sloan's bill proposes of the coaling stations for the mer- | 
to extend encouragement to those cantlle traffic of the Pacific. In 1916, 1 
who are willing to advance the capl- the value of the product of our coi­
tal necessary to bring about the eco- Merles totalled $8,900,675, and In 1917 
onomlc development of this mineral $8,518,784. In 1916 there were turned 
within the boundaries of this prov- out 267,725 tons of coke, valued at 
ince, and more especially for the $1,606,350, and last year 159,554 tone 
benefit of the people here. The un- of coke brought $967,824. When It is 
exploited resources of iron ore, the remembered that, at present the man- 
minister declared, was unbounded. ufacture of coke Is but an Incidental 

Must Expand Industrially. and that Practically all that is made
Soeakinr for mvself said Mr comee from the Crow’s Nest Pass 

Sloan, 1 may aay that I have reallMâ ^to.r™^î|L^hT! l̂kl,œlelt*r'
«or a good many years that. It the «L*5JL_bLiïS?^î,,tî* ,î5iî T'*..1* .*n province wished to progress, it would fanCT Wlth Ve fL.mânna ln,IU 'n" 
have to Expand industrially, and par- ft..wUr8nC°u?f a de"
.Ocularly In regard to our mineral ™e„^ ‘
wealth. We have not gone ahead as £? th«-,ay "C 8urc that ** w111 ** 
we should have done. Wo, appar- lorincomin6-
ently, have been content to stand still. 
and watch .our neighbors work;, to. 
furnish them with what nature has . 
been pleased to bestow on us in raw ] 
materials, while we remained con­
tent with the incidental commercial 
crumbs. ,

Dominion Should Aid.
I think that the Dominion govern­

ment should shoulder some of the re-

Domlnion Bounty.
As to the policy of offering a bounty 

on the production of iron ore, I may 
say that it is not an experiment.

In 1894 the Dominion government 
offered a bounty^ of $2 a ton on pig 
iron and steel. This was raised In 
1897 to $3 a ton. In 1899, the bounty 
wo- graded down, and In 1908,uieuv buuuiu oiiuuiuoi euiuv ui me 10" , . . ' —•*» *»v«, «*

sponslbllity of seeing that our raw 7°^!!! d a ton was placed on wire 
resources are utlllyed, but, as a mem- .ra>: ” a ton on structural steel, and 
ber of this government, holding the l r*1® ®amt" on rolled plates. These 
office of minister of mines, I am not ! extended to 1907. Pig
taking the position that we have no 
duty to perform.

I may say that in considering this 
question I have had prepared, for my 
information, a number of reports by 
various experts on our Iron resources, 
and now I think is the proper time 
to refer to some of them. One en­
gineer opens his statement thus:

“In attempting to give any des­
cription or idea of the iron ore de­
posits of the coast of British Colum­
bia, one is immediately confronted 
with the fact that, almost without ex-

iron manufactured from Canadian ore 
from 1907 to 1910 was allowed a 
bounty of $2.10 per ton in 1907 to 
90 cents per ton in 1910. On pig iron 
manufactured from foreign ore dur­
ing the period extending from 1907 
to 1910 there was a bounty graded 
from $1.10 per ton in 1907 to 40 cents 
per ton In 1910. On puddled iron bars 
it was placed at $1.66 per ton In 1907 
and graded down year by year until 
in 1910 it was 60 cents per ton. Boun­
ties were also given on rolled round 
iron bars. The two companies which

ception, none of the known deposits derived the greatest advantage from 
have been worked other than super- this Federal policy were the Nova 
ficlally, and few have received any Scnt’a lion * ».
further development than very shal- minion Iron ft Steel Co The bountv 
low open-cuts, tunnels or shafts." I may add, lasted from 1814 to 1910 

He then goes on to point out that Effect of Polio»it is estimated, for Vancouver and e## ™** °f PoUcy
Texada islands alone, the actual and -.-if®. fJ:®ct of thle P°1,cy how Is ap­
probate ore totals over 6,000,00(t> pare"t‘ The two companies of Bast- 
tons, which would be sufficient, If w« ®r” Canada which thus were extended 

ients of a blast fur-' a “*1P‘nB hknd until able to take care__...... -u.u iw lo-ixo *-»*"«take the requirements v* » of themselves, now form the backbone
nace as being 200,000 tons of ore a o( Canada’s Industrial life. The Do- 
year (equivalent to about 1?0,UUQ) minion gteel Corporation, with its 
tons of pig Iron), to supply the re- 600,000,000 tons of ore blocked out 
quirements necssary for 26 y***- and its annual refinement of 700,000 

Another engineer giyee a rough s- tong| hag enoUgh raw material ahead, 
limite of the tonnwie mievieUc at ,u preMnt rate of UM to lMt 42B
iron ore on the,eo“thej™ “ years, while Its manufacturing plants
as he haa 5* * have been of signal service to the Em-

£S£\.,OT^.?â'âîe (înn’toM Plre throughout the war. Of the Nova
Probable ore, 6,050,000 tons. Scotia steel a Coal Co much the
Possible ore. 10.600.000 tons. ^ml may be «Sd C°”

Supply of Fuel. aame may J® sald’ „
Having dealt with the tiuestlon of Moral to B. C.

the ore available and Its character, I am quoting these figures merely 
let ue turn for a few moment» to ihatfto ehow what remarkable progress 
of fuel. ha» been *nade through the adoption

W are comparatively a young prbv- of a policy of encouragement by legis- 
■' lation and also by the application to

COMPENSATION ACT.

VICTORIA, April 18. — Amend­
ments to the Workmen’s Compensa­
tion Act introduced today in the leg­
islature provide that provincial em­
ployees may be brought under the 
operation of the act. Employees, as 
required, must maintain first aid ap­
pliances as directed by the board, the 
board is empowered to require Instal­
lation of appliances necessary for the 
prevention of accidents or industrial 
diseases.

PREMIER
II • HIT

OLD AGE PENSION ACT.

the problem of the Industry of intelli­
gent, energetic, and courageous man­
agement Government assistance will 
not make an Iron and steel industry 
such as we want in British Columbia, 
and such as our resources entitle us 
to, without the other elements to 
which I have referred. But it is most 
important that, when capital is ready 
to take up the task and able men with 
a thorough knowledge of what they 
are undertaking are prepared to en­
ter into It, the government adopt a 
policy that will guarantee reasonable 
aid And, perhaps even more Important, 
will assure them of stable conditions, 
in so far as It is possible for a gov­
ernment to do so.

The story of the Nova Scotia Steel 
& Coal Co., which may be selected by 
way of illustration, Is one which 
points a moral to British Columbia. 
Sixty years ago It consisted of nothing 
more than a little forge-shop with a 
capital of $4.000 and ten employees. 
Today it means dividends to share­
holders the world over and directly 
maintains at least 40,000 people In 
the province of Nova Scotia.

Has the Ore.
To sum up I have tried to ehow 

that, while there has been little de­
velopment, British Columbia has the 
iron ore; that it Is of exceptionally 
good quality; that there not only Is 
the market for steel that warrants a 
start being made In its manufacture 
in this province but that some such 
action is In the national interests

VICTORIA. April 18—The old age 
pension act proposed by J. W. Weart, 
member for South Vancouver, was 
explained by Mr. Weart in detail this 
afternoon, the legislature resolving it- 
self Into committee of the whole for 
the purpose of dealing with the 
Weart resolution, which was that the 
committee recommend the Introduc­
tion of legislation this session or the 
1919 session providing for old agd 
pensions. An amendment by Premier!

. Oliver, that the house endorse thj 
principle, but that It was a subject for 
Dominion legislation, was carried.

Leader of Gi 
It Plain ii 
Intend to E 
garding Ve

well as a provincial necessity, and 
that the government, under the cir­
cumstances, not only Is justified In 
doing what It can to assist in the es­
tablishment of the Industry, but Is In 
duty bound to do what It can towards 
that end I am convinced, therefore, 
that the bill which has been placed 
before this legislature will meet with 
the approval and the support of Its 
members.
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tribute to nurses.

VICTORIA. April 18.—A tribute to 
the nursing profession was paid at 
the morning session of the legislature 
today by Dr. W. H. Sutherland, mem- ! 
ber for Revelstoke. He was support- ! 
ed by J. H. Hawthornthwalte (New- | 
castle). Dr. Sutherland was speak- , 
ing on his Nurses' bill by which it Is , 
proposed to license trained nurses for 
the benefit of the general public, and 
to suitably recognize the profession 
by giving nurses the privilege of us- j 
Ing the initials, “R.N.’’—registered 
nurse-after their names.

RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED

Resolution Urged by Veterans le 
Amended and Passed by House.

VICTORIA, April 19 —The legisla­
ture tonight, after further debate on 
the returned soldiers’ resolution di­
rected to the federal government ask­
ing for the conscription ot alien en­
emies for work, adopted the resolu­
tion with a part eliminated. J. W, 
Jackson, member for the Islands, 
withdrew his amendment to the Ross 
resolution, which latter was a copy ot 
the soldiers' resolution, in favor ot an 
amendment by F. A. Pauline, membei 
for Saanich, deleting that portion < 
the resolution expressing regret thi 
the government at Ottawa had not 
approved the resolution when it was 
before it, and also eliminating the 
civil service clause which did not con­
cern the Ottawa government, as it was 

• directed to the local government. 
The opposition forced a division and 
voted against the Pauline amend­
ment.
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Leader of Government Makes 
It Plain mat He Does Not 
Intend to Be Stampeded Re­
garding Veterans’ Demands.

I * ~
VICTORIA, April Ï8. — Premier 

Oliver, at this afternoon's sitting of 
the legislature, maintained hie posi­
tion with regard to the resolution pre­
sented by returned soldiers to him­
self and other members of the cab­
inet on the steps of the parliament 
buildings, calling on the federal gov­
ernment to conscript enemy aliens for 
labor. The premier made it plain he 
did not intend to be stampeded, and 
declared that in such times as these 
the people in charge of the affairs of 
the nation at Ottawa should not be 
made the subject of censure, but 
should be given sympathy and assls-

The resolution, which was brought 
^before the house by W. R. Ross (Fort 
George), was a matter for the fed­
eral government, and it had been pre­
sented to Ottawa. The premier con- 
jsidered the opposition to be using the 
'resolution for political purposes and 
[stated so emphatically.
I In the somewhat heated debate on 
!the resolution, Frank Mobley (Atlin), 
advocated caution in this or other 
matters which might have a tendency 
to interfere with the plans of Ottawa. 
[Lieut. F. J. MacKenzie (Delta), crit­
icized the government for not having 
brought the Civil Service Act into

Could Not Agree.
J. H. Hawthornthwaite (Newcastle) 

expressed his admiration for the pre­
mier as a man of honesty and up­
rightness, but could not agree with 
his attitude. He said there was still 
the same “graft, corruption and pro­
fiteering” at Ottawa as there had 
been before the Union , government 
went into power. He believed that 
the government ought to be censured. 
It had done absolutely nothing for 
the returned soldiers but give him the 
worst of it at every turn. The leader 
of the opposition declared the prem­
ier had no reason to get excited and 
[denied strenuously that the opposi­
tion was interested from political mo-

Mrs. Ralph Smith was free to re­
cognize the failures of the federal 
government, and said it should take 
some definite action for the assis­
tance of returned soldiers which the 
various provincial governments could 
follow. Blame for present condi­
tions, she said, rested squarely on the 
shoulders of those at the head of af­
fairs in Ottawa. She would like to 
see the B. C. government force the 
hands of the federal authorities. J. 
S. Cowper (Vancouver), added his 
voice to the sentiments which Mrs 
Smith expressed.

Will Be Continued.
The debate on the subject is a con­

siderable distance away from any de­
cision and will be continued tomor­
row. M. B. Jackson (Islands), has 
an amendment to the original resolu­
tion as presented by Mr. Ross, which 
will give the speakers another op­
portunity to air their opinions qn the 
same subject The Jackson amend­
ment is very similar to the original, 
but drops the last paragraph calling 
on the provincial government “to 
Immediately put the Civil Service Act 
Into force.”

FOR S. VANCOUVER
Attorney-general Farris Intro­

duces Amendment to Muni­
cipal Act for Purpose of 
Dealing With Situation.

VICTORIA, April 18. «— Attorney- 
General Farris today submitted to the 
legislature an amendment to the 
municipal act for the purpose of deal­
ing with the South Vancouver situa- 

, t,on- the government having decided 
to take over administration of this 
municipality's affairs. Under the 
terms of the amendment the lieu­
tenant-governor in council, in any 
case where it appears'that the public 
interest so requires, may adopt such 
measures for the due and .efficient 
administration of any municipality as 
may be thought necessary, and may 
for such purpose appoint any person 
and invest such person with such of 
the powers, authorities, and functions 
given to municipal councils by any 
statute as may be deemed advisable, 
and may provide for the suspension in 
whole or In part of the right of the 
municipal council to exercise such 
powers, authorities, and x functions, 
and may make such regulations as 
may be necessary governing the man­
ner in which such powers, authorities, 
and functions shall be exercised; and 
all acts and pioceedings of such per­
son, within the scope of his appoint­
ment aa l with respect tv such muni­
cipality, shv.il have effect as if done 
by the council under the several 
statutes conferring powers upon coun­
cils or upon municipalities. The pro­
viso contained in section 201, to the 
effect that the rate to be Levied Üiere- 
under shall not exceed one ana one- 
half cents on the dollar, shall not apply 
to any municipality in respect of 
which the lieutenant - governor in 
council exercises any of the powers 
conferred, by this section.''

SOLDIER AND WILLS ACT

Attorney-General Farris Offers An 
Important Amendment.

VICTORIA, April 18.—Under the 
new wills act an amendment bill by 
Attorney-General Farris, any member 
of the allied forces who dies during 
the continuation of the war or twelve 
months thereafter may dispose of his 
real or personal property by will in 

, writing, signed by the testator or 
some other person in his presence, 
and by his direction, without the ne­
cessity for the presence, attestation 
or superscription of any witness. Be­
fore the will shall be admitted to 
probate the court or judge granting 
such probate shall be satisfied of the 
genuineness of the signature of the 
testator or that the will was signed 
by some other persons in his presence 
and by his direction.

Another new measure which came 
from the attorney-general's depart­
ment today was an act respecting the 
capacity of corporations. It Is pro­
vided that every corporation created 
in the province shall have, and shall 
be deemed to have always had, ca­
pacity to effect outside the province 
its objects or purposes, and to accept 
powers and rights in respect thereof 
from any lawful authority outside the 
province, except where the opera­
tions of a corporation are confined 
to the province by some express pro­
vision in its charter or an act of the 
legislature.

SUNDAY, APRIL 21, rqi8

TAXATION ACT
Brought Down Yesterday by 

Minister of Finance and Are 
Likely to Produce Lively 
Discussion.

VICTORIA, April 20.—While Hon. 
John Hart, minister of finance, in his 
Taxation Act amendments, submitted 
to legislature yesterday, contemplates 
several important changes from last 
year’s taxation, which caused so much 
criticism, a hard fight Is in sight for 
further concessions from the govern­
ment. The amendments promise lively 
debate tt morrow. The position of the 
mining men will > olained at 
length by the me: mining
districts who ecliil
study of the nc' -, : . the
proposed amendm . i.d their re­
lation to the industry.

Mining men say the finance min­
ister has given them no real relief, 
and that although he provides for de­
velopment, development is nothing 
more than working expenses. This 
would be allowed for in any event. 
They further state that the minister 
of tinance now intends to read into 
the act of 1917 something which is 
not at present there, namely, a tax 
upon the mine earnings of 1916, pay­
able in June, 1917. They state that 
the late Hon. Mr. Brewster’s inten­
tion when he formulated the 1917 tax 
act was not to tax metalliferous 
mines on their 1916 earnings any 
more than he intended to tax the 
coal mines which were not interfer­
ed with. The late premier intended 
that the metalliferous mines should 
first pay income taxes in June, 1916, 
based on iheir earnings of 1917, as 
their 1916 earnings was a closed book.

In the case of tanners it is pro­
vided in the amendments that they 
may have one exemption of improve­
ments up to $1500 which is in addi­
tion to the $1000 exemption on per­
sonal property which they now have. 
The bill,makes provision for a com­
plete new assessment of all real 
property in unorganized territory.

mm peace
Mrs. Ralph Smith Wins Warm 

Spot in Hearts of Returned 
Soldiers as Well as Mem­
bers of B. C. House.

(By Staff Correspondent.)
VICTORIA, April 20.—Mrs. Ralph 

Smith, British Columbia’s first and 
only lady legislator and the mother 
of two stalwart sons, is' now the 
mother of a little “Bill’’ to look after 
the welfare of the women who toil. 
The bill, in fact, is safely past its 
third reading and only awaits the 
formal assent of the lieutenant-gov­
ernor to become law. The man who 
fights and (he woman who toils have 
found, a. champion in the person of 
Mrs. Ralph Smith.

“I’ve been sitting back quietly 
learning the ropes most of the time. 
Now that I've found my sea-feet I'm 

j going to assert myself and make 
j things interesting in the house," said 
the lady member on Thursday after­
noon, with a good-humored nod at 
both the government and opposition j 
benches, as she intervened in n de- ! 
bate on the returned soldier ques- j 
lion.

“Has the experiment of a lady 
member turned out well?" asked a I 
Sun correspondent of several mem- j 
bers who were out strolling and rest­
ing In the corridor this ^afternoon, 
while a faithful quorum mounted 
guard in the house as some tedious 
committee work was put through. 
The answer in every case, from gov­
ernment and opposition alike, was 
flattering to the lady member, though 
qualified in most instances by the 
reservation that in Mrs. Smith the 
ladies had a representative who both 
by temperament and long training 
was unusually well fitted to stack up 
against the trying conditions of legls-
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Always on the Job.

Although the house has been In ses- 
Rion every day this week from 10:30 
in the morning until after midnight— 
last night it did not rise tUl after 2 
a m and then only to reassemble 

Hours later—Mrs. Smith was on 
deck all the time and took a hand in 
several debates after piloting her own 
pet measure, the Minimum Wage for 
Women bill, safely through the 
house.

“Best speech I've heard this ses­
sion. Not the most eloquent, not the 
most forceful, but the most convincing 
and sincere speech of the session,” 
was the comment one prominent gov-, 
ernment member made on Mrs. 
Smith's contribution to the debate on 
the returned soldier question yester­

day. There were some very nice 
corners in the discussion to be nego­
tiated, and the lady member from 
Vancouver turned them very neatly. 
She came out flat-footed for the re­
turned man, demanded that the gov­
ernment bring Into operation the 
civil service bill with its preferential 
clauses for the returned men, and 
then adroitly turned her guns on the 
Ottawa government as the responsible 
parent government which had ignored 
its responsibilities and left the re­
turned men to come to the doors of 
the provincial legislatures.

But curiously enough, Mrs. Smith's 
mark in the house, so to speak, was 
not made .in the house itself. It was 
made In a. crowded Victoria theatre 
l^st week yhlle the house itself was 
any moment expecting a turbulent 
visit from the demonstration of re­
turned men who earlier in the even­
ing had given a parting volley of hoots 
and Jeers at the premier. It was the 
sort of test of one’s parliamentary 
skill and nerve that either breaks the

MOTHER OF SOLDIERS IS 
RETURNED MEN'S FRIEND

MBS. RALPH SMITH, M.L.A. 
for Vancouver and first woman 
member of the provincial house, 
who, though only In her first ses­
sion, has become one of its strong­
est and most popular members.

aspiring parliamentarian, or places 
him in the successful graduate class. 
And in this case the lady member 
from Vancouver scored a bigger vic­
tory than any that offered in the ex­
clusive region of the house itself.

Was It Bowser Play?
It really started with the demon­

stration of returned men on the steps 
of the parliament building. Some of 
the wise ones say that Mr. W. J. Bow­
ser stage-managed the whole thing 
from behind. Others have the kinder 
opinion that he merely took advan­
tage of the opportunity that Dame 
Fortune sent. At all events, no more 
impressive sight has been witnessed or 
one more calculated-to let one’s emo­
tions get out of hand than the 'pro­
fession of maimed and broken men 
in khaki who paraded to the parlia­
ment building. There was a brass 
band at tjielr head, lots of banners 
and a cheering crowd. "We have 
fought once; we can fight again," was 
the spirit of their approach. Their 
departure was even more hostile, as 
they proceeded uptown to a theatre 
to listen to some oratory before de­
ciding on their next move. Some of 
the hot-heads had openly talked of 
returning en masse and hustling the 
members out of the sacred chamber, 
“Just to show 'em what we could do 
if we care to,” as one man put it.

Someone had sent Mrs. Smith a

grow more electric. If was a difficult 
enough position to have to speak, but 
when the call came a much more dlf- 
dicult situation arose. A “comrade’ 
who had taken a leading part in ar­
ranging and leading the meeting rose 
as Mrs. Smith w.as announced ana 
made a heated protest against allow­
ing “any politician” to speak on their 
platform.

Politicians Were Unpopular.
Cheers and counter-cries arose, 

j politicians were distinctly unpopular 
I at the meeting which cheered the 
I soldier's sentiment. A few friends f t 
1 Mrs. Smith cried, “Go on!” It was 
i a tense moment as every pair of eyes 
1 in the great theatre were suddenly 

turned amid th# uproar towards the 
sprightly and * kind-taced lady who 
lound herself the centre of .debate. 
To have backed down under protest 
would have been a humiliation, 
though few would have cared to light 
the nosy throng. .

‘No, I’m here by invitation, and I'll 
stay here. I’m not a politician. I’m 

; a woman and a soldier s mother. I'm 
not atrald of man or devil. I'll stand 
hero on my right, after you have in­
vited me, that you give me a hear­
ing,'' she cried with a note of defiance 
and an air of •'no-surrender.” it 
aught Jthe fancy of the crowd, by its 

note 01 fairness and defiance. Men 
who had applauded their comrade's 
protest found themselves applauding 
the woman on the stage, who hau 
«.apLured them by her audacity ana

'Go on; go on!” they shouted, after 
the lady member had* told them of 
her own opinion that the Dominion 
government was to blame for not at­
tending to Mr. Enemy Alien and look­
ing after the needs of the returned 
men in u better fashion. It was a 
personal victory.

Then tame the voice from the rear, 
like the chorus of a Greek play mak­
ing clear the hidden meaning of 
things. "The reason we objected was 
because politicians are usually ,»o • 
crooked we took them all to be the 
»ame,” said a soldier by way of public 
apology, and the crowd added another 
round of applause by way of amends. 
And next day members of the house 
who had been uneasy about the ru­
mors that the soldiers intended to 
make a “raid” on the legislative 
chamber learned that it was one of 
th#fr own number who had stood be­
tween the crowd and Its fury*. The 
lady member had scored her legisla­
tive mark and the returned men hud 
foùnd a mouthpiece in the house.
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Should Education be Free?
It will be a great pity if the pressure of poverty 

drives the University of British Columbia to exact 
tuition fees from its students. Education ought to 
be free, and everybody ought to be compelled to 
take large doses.

Many young men and women have to earn for 
themselves the money to put them through college. 
There are many to whom the imposition of an an­
nual fee might make all the difference between ob­
taining a college education and having to go with­
out it.

The minister of education points out that many 
American state colleges give free education, while 
most Canadian institutions charge a fee.

The minister is right as to the facts. Bnt what is 
the inference proper to 'be drawn therefrom’ 
IJocsn t it merely prove that in this respect Canada 
is, not yet so democratic as its neighbor’ Does 
British Columbia want to be reckoned among the 
lands where the poor man’s son is handicapped?

NO BUSINESS TAX 
CAN BE ASSESSED 

SAY LEGISLATORS
Clause in Vancouver Charter 

Amendments Sought by City 
Council Is Deleted by Mem­
bers in Victoria.

VCTORIA, April 21.— No 
business tax will be as­
sessed in Vancouver, the 

legislature last night deleting this 
clause from the charter amend­
ments being discussed in commit­
tee. The original charter clause 
prohibiting members of holy ord­
ers and ministers from election to 
the city council or mayoralty was 
removed, as was also a similar 
clause relating to hotel-keepers. 
As midnight and Sunday ap­
proached the clauses with relation 
to the city’s powers for regulation 
of Jitney transportation wer0 un­
der discussion.

’TUESDA

Legis

SESSION MAY WOT END 
FOR A FEW DAYS YET

Legislature Engaged on Clause 
Asking Power to Regulate 
Automobile Traffic When 
Adjournment Takes Place.
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VICTORIA, April 21.—Indications 
are that the legislative session will not 
come to an end till Tuesday at the 
outside. Some 25 new bills have been 
brought down in the past four days, 
and more are to come. The legisla­
ture has hung up a new record in 
production, a total of 108 bills to date, 
said to be the largest number ever 
tabled In any session.

Will Consume Time.
A number of the bills still left to 

consider are quite contentious, and 
will consume time. The Vancouver 
charter amendments are expected to 
be passed on Monday, with a few al­
terations. The business tax clause, 
under which the city sought power to 
levy a tax baaed on rental values, has 
already been eliminated.

Another contentious clause, that un­
der which the city seeks power to 
regulate automobile transportation, 
has been argued to some extent. The 
hill in committee had reached this 
clause when the house adjourned at 
midnight on Saturday.

Workmen’s Compensation.
A new bill expected on Monday ac­

cording to report is to give the gov­
ernment powers over the workmen's 
compensation board, which at present 
Is responsible to only the legislature.

At the close of the session on Sat­
urday afternoon the government cau­
cus again considered the amendments 
to the taxation act, a number of the 
members not being satisfied with the 
proposed changes relating to the min­
ing industry. This subject promises a 
lengthy debate and attempts in com­
mittee to obtain concessions for the 
mining Interests. i
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Legislature Places _ TODAY
On Statutes Many 
Important Measures

Members in an All Night Sit­
ting Cleaned Up the Last 
Business of a Very Busy 
Session.

(By Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, April 22.—One of the last acts of the legislature will 
be the passage of the Vancouver charter amendments, over 

which there has been considerable contention, the business tax prp- 
posal which was knocked out and the automobile transportation com­
petition furnishing the subject of hectic debate. This came before 
the house at a late hour tonight and a final decision is expected be­
fore the house rises for breakfast, in the event of the premier not re­
lenting from his decision to “drive her through.”

The early hours of this evening areas” which is conducive to closer
settlement and will assist materially 
In production when the programme 
now under the most serious consid­
eration of the land department has 
been worked out.

Water Act amendments passed dur­
ing the session will aid irrigation.

A bounty on iron-and steel has 
been authorized on the representa­
tions of the department of mined to 
aid in the development of the vast 
iron resources.

Provision for the government own­
ership of the Pacific Great Eastern 
railway has been made, and accord­
ing to plans following the legislature's 
ratification of the agreement with 
the private owners the line Is to be 
continued to Fort George as rapidly 
as possible.

Another important piece of legisla­
tion which will be of value in assist­
ing Canada's share in the war is that 
which has placed spruce lands at the 
disposal of the government, whether 
privately owned or not, thus placing 
the vast spruce resources of British 
Columbia in reach of the Allies.

The Seed Grain Act will aid farmers 
in producton.

A large number of blls of more or 
less importance have also been enact­
ed into law already

were devoted to the taxation amend­
ments under which the farmers are 
to be given relief in the way of $1,500 
exemption and the mining interests 
are given due regard for the altera­
tions they desired, to relieve what they 
said was an unfair burden last year.
Among the legislation enacted was 
the amendment to the Workmen's 
Compensation Act, bringing govern­
ment employees under its protection.
A report that the government would 
seek to control the board which now 
Is accountable only to the legislature 
was given no effect, as no such 
amendment to the act was presented.

South Vancouver’s affairs as the re­
sult of legislation will shortly be ad­
ministered by the government on ac­
count of the municipality's financial 
tangle.

An eight-hour day in metalliferous 
mines “bank to bank" has been 
enacted.

By legislation adopted, the govern­
ment of this province will co-operate 
to the fullest degree with the Federal 
authorities' plans for settling upon 
the land returned soldiers who desire 
to enter agricultural pursuits.

Amendments to the Land Act also 
**armlts settlement in "community

DEVELOPMENT OF 1 
B.C. IRON INDUSTRY

Minister Declares Iron Bounty 
Bill to Be Most Important 
Before the House at This 
Session. o

1917 Act Is Altered by Gov 
ernment; Were Taxed Two 
Per Cent, on Output and 10 
Per Cent, on Income.

(By Staff Correspondent.)
VICTORIA, April 22.—According 

to plans of Premier Oliver and if 
nothing unlooked for happens, the 
fourteenth B. C. parliament will pro­
rogue about noon tomorrow. Bothj 
Lleutpnant-governor Barnard and the 
premier plan to take the two o'clock 
boat Sor the mainland, the latter to 
start on his trip to Ottawa, where he 
is to attend a meeting of the com­
mittee which is dealing with the Can­
adian Northern railway situation, at 
which he will explain the agreement 
with his province.

The session has been a memorable 
one not only In the number of things 
which were dealt with and the bills 
enacted into law, but In point of hard 
work. Mass of business presented 
itself during the dying days, coming 
on top of the business which had been 
prepared for and which was delayed 
first by the mission of the late 
premier to Ottawa to consult with 
Federal authorities over the war sit­
uation, and then by the lamented 
death of Hon. Mr. Brewster at Cal­
gary on his way home. Never in the 
history of the parliament of B. C., old 
timers declare, have the actual work­
ing hours been so many in the same 
space of time. There have been ses­
sions which spread over more weeks, 
the last session of the old regime 
making the record, but in point of 
hours worked, Hon. John Oliver's 
farm training stood him in good stead 
for when the session began to grow 
long he first worked the members 
two shifts a day, which during last 
week and this week he Increased to 
three shifts a day. The past few days 
have been grueling in the extreme, 
but perhaps none stood the trial so 
well as the premier himself, who has 
always been an lndefatigueable work­
er, rising with cock’s crow, but not 
going to bed by any means when the 
rooster turned in.

Hon. Mr. Oliver, when his attention 
tonight was drawn to the fact that 
there was a considerable amount of 
business yet undone, indicating that 
it might be necessary to prolong the 
session beyond tomorrow noon, de- 
clared it was a long way to morning; 
t>y which remark it is taken he has In 
mind driving the house through till 
daylight, if necessary, to make it pos­
sible for prorogation by noon or 
shortly thereafter tomorrow

(By Staff Correspondent.)
VICTORIA, April 22.—Hon. Wm 

Sloan, speaking on the second reading 
of the Iron Bounty bill at the legis­
lative session this morning, declared 
the bill to be the most important be­
fore the house this session. He allud­
ed to the demands of the war on Iron 
and steel and said it was a patriotic 
duty in this province to foster an in­
dustry which would produce for the 
successful prosecution of the war. The 
minister assured the house the gov­
ernment was fully alive to tho®neces- 
slty of developing the lroin industry, 
which was the foundation of all In­
dustry. SUdeess eoMtt not he achiev­
ed in this province, from an industrial 
standpoint, unless the Iron resources 
were developed.

A mass of facts and figures relat­
ing to the Iron resources of British Co­
lumbia and the demands for Iron all 
over the world were given by the min­
ister in the course of m eloquent ap­
peal for support of «ta measure.

Rapped by Bowser.
The leader of the opposition agreed 

with Hon. Mr. Sloan and expressed 
jthe hope that future history would 
Justify the optimism of the minister.

; Mr. Bowser, however, took a fall out 
I Of the minister because the smelter 
and refining legislation of the last 
session had not been brought Into ef­
fect He characterised the mining 
legislation last session as a "paper 
policy.” He expressed the hope he 
would not have to say the same thing 
of the Iron Bounty Act next session.

VICTORIA, April 22.—The taxation 
I act was In committee stage about ten 
I o'clock tonight, the most important 

clauses being those referring to the 
taxation of canneries, farms and 
mines. There was considerable dis­
cussion on these subjects, the bill 
finally being recommended tor third 
reading without amendment. Im­
mediately afterward It was read for 
the third tltne. The farm improve­
ments , were exempted from taxation 
up to an amount of $1500, while the

Legislature Proposes Compre­
hensive Scheme to Encour­
age Returned Men Going on 
to the Land.

(By Staff Correspondent.) 
VICTORIA, April 22.—^The land 

1917 act affecting mining taxation settlement policy of the government 
was altered to a great degree. The waa recounted at this morning's ses- 
191 7act taxed mining companies two tion of the Uglslature by Alex. Man-
per cent, on the output of their ore 
and, in addition, ten per cent, on the, 
income. No allowance was made for 
development or depreciation of smelt­
ers or mining plant.

Are Given Relief.
The act brought down this year re­

lieves mining companies from the 
payment of the double tax and makes 
them pay two per cent, on the output 
of the ore or ten per cent on the in­
come, whichever is the greater. It 
also allows depreciation on plant up 
ito 16 per cent and, what Is of more 
consequence to the mining industry, 
is a liberal allowance for develop­
ment expenditure.^ The just mention-

son, member for Omineca.
The first thing that had been done, 

he said, was an Investigation during 
which It was found the best lands of 
the province had been alienated to a 
large extent to people who had never 
seen them. It was found that the set­
tlement was very sparce. On this ac­
count there was a maximum cost of 
public works with a minimum benefit. 
As a result of the old land policy, de­
velopment and production had been 
retarded.
Comfortable Settlement for Soldiers.

Returned soldiers, as every settler, 
should be put on land where theyckiL. owvuiu UB put on land wnere t

erehlebJrtf«tci^u>nt .,5s11» °f conel?" could llve comfortably, Instead of on 
n?nn' i1?!*CU,*1o1>i *ad . lt was only lands under the scheme of the old 
mennAdhft,f, ,nnt had 0o”>- government, which would have necee-
menced that the government under- eltated settlement on tracta far awayrÆtfTrcî 'ir^r-cont.mputed »Z

their °taxable™ncom. of tT total T L“nt.T mining" that ThL. BTraU,y
IfoZ^iXoT 'nCUrrea by th'm tlod^nder^ncBhthcond'?SrnsWh0could

* * j have advantages of schools, transpor­
tation facilities, hospitals, churches,

! etc. Its advantages were obvious.

Under the act the land settlement 
board would be permitted to purchase 
land desirable for communal settle­
ment and lt was Mr. Manson’s opinion 
this would result In more rapid set­
tlement of the northern part of the 
province, which comprises much land 
of agricultural value. In the matter 
of agricultural settlement the Omin­
eca member said the province had a 
real opportunity.

Would Meet Situation.
Hon. T. Duff Pattullo, minister of 

lands, said the legislation was com-' 
prehenslve and would meet the situa­
tion. He expressed the view it would 
call attention all over the world to. 
British Columbia, for it was an im­
portant departure.

What struck J. W. Ha wtho ra­
th w late (Newcastle) most forcibly in 
connection with the bill, he said, was 
that if-the act was not properly ad­
ministered it gave opportunity for 
mean and contemptible grafting. An 
important bill of such nature ought 
to have been brought down earlier, he 
said.

DEPENDENTS OF 
LATE PREMIERS 

GIVEN GRANTS

By Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, April 22.—In recog­

nition of the work which was done 
fop British Columbia by the late 
Sir Richard McBride and the late 
Premier Brewster the legislature 
this afternoon voted unanimously 
in favor of Premier Oliver’s bill 
that $5,000 be givei) to Lady Mc­
Bride and a similar amount to 
the infant children of the late 
premier.

^
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tal Kuron» ik>w m arms against us. I 
"■ft * - ie«e this point clear, that It 
, to h* presumed that In each of these 
insu» aces certificates would have had 

granted under the terms of the 
pill which the member for Newcastle 
la fathering.

“This bill pretends to put up one 
w—lhat a*ain8t Oriental employment 

—but I would point out that in so do­
ing it opens wide the gates to a motley 
now of alien labor of questionable 
origin and would withdraw the pro­

jection now given the miner, namely,’ 
the safeguard that the applicant for a 

| certificate shall have a knowledge of 
the English language. Thus enemy 
aliens and men of Central European 
nationality would be admitted freely 
into our Industrial plants if the ideas 
lor the member for Newcastle were to 
prevail and applicants were permitted 
to pass the examining boards in a test 
of their own language.
WNBBB PLOTS COKE TBOM.

■ “The member for Newcastle would 
[have the test administered 'In all the 
languages of Europe.' Yet some of the 
most deadly enemies of the Empire 

I who nave been plotting bomb outrages 
| and plying their nefarious and secret 
programme of propaganda would be 
permitted In the mines and plants by 
his bill. I,et me say this: 'Hands off 
the Coal Mines Regulation Act. Let 
the miners pass their qualifying 
examinations In our own language.'

| “In ghis war the miners have loyally 
done their full duty. They object to 
filling their places with aliens, and 
the miners are not alone In voicing 
this complaint.

“As to the employment underground 
of the particular class referred to by 
the member for Newcastle. I have just 
this to say. There are now fifty-one 
fewer Orientals employed underground 
than In 1916, I may say that I have 
this matter well thought out, and will 
apply the remedy in due and proper 
course. If he remains long a member 
of this House he will have an oppor­
tunity of supporting legislation which 
will meet conditions, and in a perfectly 
constitutional and satisfactory way to 
all concerned.

"In conclusion I . may say that the 
member for Newcastle eat in this 
House for fourteen years when there 
was a Tory Government in power. He 

iTs now here with a radical government 
In control of the Legislature. Let me 
point out to my friend that while this 
Is a radical government, and will un­
doubtedly give effect to advanced 
legislation in the interest» of the 
masses, at the same time »uvh legisla­
tion will be based on sound and sane 
principles. It la fully alive to its re­
sponsibilities and duties to the people 
of the province. It will at all times 
assist in preserving the integrity of 
the Dominion, especially In respect to 
foreign relatione. It will be prepared 
to support loyally the international 
policies of the Empire. Therefore, we 

j consider that this bill is not In accord 
with the well-known policy of the 
British Government. The view taken 

I by the government of the province is 
that this is dangerous and mischievous 
legislation, and tends to the encourago- 
iment of the well-known methods of
| German propaganda."___________

Gets Higher Salary.
I Victoria. March II.—The salary of 
Comptroller-Oeiwal Moult I. to be In-, 
creased from «tioo p* year to «6000. 
Provision for the Increase was made 
In a special bill Introduced In the Leg­
islature yesterday. It is said that 
when the comptroller-general was ap­
pointed last year he was promised 
this Increase. The bill also gives the 
deputy minister of finance authority 
to sign cheques.
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CHANGE 1M POLICY >
MAY BRING ORDERS

------------ \
Government x Now Has No 

Objection to Private Ship 
Contracts Here.

Victoria, April 8.>—Although the 
| Federal Government's shipbuilding 
| programme does not contemplate fur­
ther construction of wooden ships, the 
administration now has no objection 

: to the building of these ships by ac­
credited private Interests for British,
Allied or neutral registry, says a mes- 
sage received today by Hon. John Oli­
ver, from Hon. O, C. Ballontyne.

The Ottawa minister notes that per- 
. mission has been given to the Britlsh- 
I American Shipbuilding A Engineering 
Company to construct twenty such 
ships for Norwegian registry. This is 
the company now negotiating with the 
Vancouver Harbor Board for a lease 

i of part of KiUilano Reserve. All per- 
sons enquiring about shipbuilding 
have been Informed that the govern­
ment will not place any obstacles In 
their way. Hon. Mr. Bailantyne states , 
that from enquiries which have been 
received he considers much wooden 
shipbuilding !■ In prospect on the Pa­
cific Coast. _ ........_•_____,..... *____ Jfêjl

Member for South Okanagan 
Said Fruit Growers Were 

Disappointed.

| More Than Sixteen Millions 
Invested in Okanagan 

Orchards.
Victoria, April 8.—Mr. J. W. Jones 

of South Okanagan made a plea In the 
« House yesterday that the Provincial 
l Government purchase the Indian re­
serves In the dry belt of the province 
from Ottawa and place them under 
irrigation in order to affect a partial 
settlement of the returned soldier 
problem. The Okanagan representa- 

i tlve claimed that in so far as soldiers’ 
lands were concerned the up-country 
valley would be an Ideal spot and; 
would be favored by the returning vet-

He addressed the Legislature for an 
hour and a half on the new bill amend­
ing the Water Act. The proposed legis­
lation did not meet with the approval 
of Mr. Jones largely because it failed 
to provide to a sufficient extent for 
government ownership of storage 
reservoirs and thâ principal works of 
irrigation systems. He went Into the 
irrigation system in detail, first tak­
ing the members with Mm on a trip 
around the world In thirty minutes, 
discussing Irrigation as carried on In 
Mexico, tne Antipodes, India and the 
valley of the Nile. Then he delved 
Into history tracing the growth and 
development of this important phase 
of agriculture. By gradual stages he 
reached the bill which is now before 
the Legislature.
GREAT INVESTMENTS.

Mr. Jones described the evolution of 
the Okanagan Valley as a result of 
the establishment there of large Irriga­
tion systems. The lands under these 
systems produced the finest apples and 
some of the best grain on the qâp- 
tinept, lie declared. More than sixteen 
millions had already been invested in 
orchard lands in that area and with 
the future success of the water sys­
tems the Okanagan would have the 
most densely populated district of the 
province. The jeopardyeinto which the 
water systems had been thrown, he 
said, was a result of war conditions, 
many of the companies having lost 
their sinking funds In ttuanclal crashes 
which followed the war outbreak. The 
water-users’ position became precar­
ious because they not only had to 
make deferred land payments but they, 
were also required to pay heavy gov­
ernment and water taxes. Former Pre­
mier Brewster. In an election visit to 
the valley, had said that the Liberals 
If returned to power would carry into 
effect tfreir policy of government own­
ership. This had no^ been done, hdw- 
cver. and the fruit-growers had found 
that they need not look to the land de­
partment for much sympathy In their 
plight. Hon. Mr. Pattullo, minister of 
lands, had Indeed paid a visit to the 
Okanagan, but he had put off those 
who wanted a definite understanding 
upon the subject.
OVERLOADED WITH DETAIL#.

Mr Jones appealed to the members 
of the House to visit the Okanagan 
and Investigate the situation for 
themselves. He charged that the 
Water Act, with the many amendments 
which had been introduced by the new 
Liberal minister of lands was over­
loaded with details and no one knew 
how to follow out its provisions The 
legislation had not been properly di­
gested before being introduced as was 
evidenced by the fact that this bill 
now before the House was accompan­
ied by a long list of order-paper 
amendments brought to the Legisla­
ture before the measure had gone 
through second reading. As a matter 
of fact the government should bring 
an entirely new act, he contended.

The speaker read a number of let­
ters from up-country water usera com­
plaining of the proposals contained in 
the bill. He took the view that tils 
minister should have submitted • a 
draft of his legislation to ths Inter­ested parties before submitting it to
thHeHstroengly opposed the provisions 
in the bill providing for the elimina­
tion of bondholders of watei^systefns. 
Such a course would discourage the 
Investment of foreign capital after the 
war In the reconstruction period. After 
making a strong argument for govern­
ment ownership he pointed out that 
the present policy of forcing the sys- 
tems of defaulting companies onto the 
hands of the water users who were not 
prepared to carry thern could nçt have 
anything but a bad effect all »**ound 
The water users would never be able 
to nay R4 or S per cent, on loans 
from the government as well as pro­
vide sinking fields. He. PJ^Pbesled 
that this bill would mean that the 
water rates for Irrigation would go 
up to eight to twelve dollars an aefe 

..and experience had shown that any­
thing above eight dollars was 'than the industry could afford^ The

water companies • In Kaleden, Peacn- 
land and Naramata had virtually 
thrown up their hands, said Mr, Jones, 
and the water users did not want to 
take them over on account of the fin­
ancial burden Involved in reconstruc­
tion. What would the government do 
about It, seeing that Irrigation arid 
fruit production were matters of 
province-wide concern?

Mr. F. W. Anderson of Kamloops 
adjourned the debate. «

!ASK OTTAWA TO 
WITHHOLD THE

AWARD
;-------------

Legislature Wants C. N. 
Branches Built First in 

This Province.

Attorney-general Describes 
Mackenzie & Mann as Ex­

ploiters of People.

Former Premier Wishes to' 
Avoid Embarrassment 

of Ottawa.

Several Liberal Members 
Vote With Opposition j 

on Division.
j Victoria, April I.—On a formal divl- ,
I sion the Legislature yesterday adopted 
the H. C. Hall motion asking Ottawa 
not to pay any arbitration award to 
the Mackenzie & Mann interests until 
the C. N. P. Railway obligations in 
British Columbia were lived up to. The ; 
Anderson amendment, which merely 1 
asked the Federal Government to have ; 
the railway obligations completed at 
the earliest possible moment, was de- 

, feated. The Opposition members vot- 
i ed for the amendment of the Kamloops 
Liberal member. Mr. J. E. W. Thomp­
son, Grand Forks, also supported It , 
Messrs. J. H. Hawthornthwaite and J. 
W. Weart voted for the amendment 
and upon its defeat voted for the ori­
ginal motion.

The principal speech in the closing 
of the debate was given by Attorney-. 
General Farris. He said that Macken­
zie & Mann were railway exploiters 
rather than railway builders because 
they used the railways which they con­
structed at no expense to themselves 
for the purpose of exploiting the coun­
try. After taking the cream of-the 
profits they left the railway lines for 
the country to take over. Hon. Mr. 
Farris pointed out that the Province 
of British Columbia had given forty- 
five millions in railway guarantees for 

j the C. N. P. In addition to a Dominion 
subsidy of twelve thousand a mile and 

jan additional Dominion aid amounting 
I to twenty millions for the line in this 
province. . The grand total worked out 
at about $97,000 per mile In British 

I Columbia. Even taking the figures 
of the member for Kamloops that the 
C. N. P. In British Columbia cost $88,- 
000 per mile, there was still a differ­
ence of $9000 per mile unaccounted tor. 
BRANCH LINES NEEDED.

Hon. Mr. Farris maintained that the 
I main line of the railway should have 
been constructed from the credit of 
the Dominion, Instead of from that of 
the province, so that the latter could 
provide for the colonizing branch lines. 
As the situation now stood, despite 
the promisee of the old government 
that the provincial credit would amply 
cover both main and branch lines, 
while the main line had been built
«1RS & ««MÎU
Msed up s^fad no'branch lines whatever 

«obstructed.
>. MessreX Mackenzie A Mann hare run 
'iTfcvte form and now they propese to 
cut the melon, keeping the money for 
themselves and giving the obligations 
ito the government," he commented.
1 Mr. Farris remarked that Mr. Bowser 
appeared to act as the representative 

of the commission at Ottawa, so anx­
ious was he not to wound their tender 
susceptibilities by sending such a reso­
lution as Mr. Hall proposed to Ottawa. 
The attorney-general considered that if I 
this resolution would bring home to the i 
commission the fact that Mackensie & i 
Mann were trying to get cash without 
meeting their debts, a good end would 
be served.

Mr. Farris mildly scored the Ander­
son amendment, whereupon the Liberal 
i whip suggested that the attorney-gen­
eral should make an endeavor to gather 
the ! hi port of the amendment before 
making misstatements about it
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wab-tims norm rma.

The attorney-general defended the 
resolution against Its critics, who had 
Bald that It was undignified and con­
tained too many harsh references euch 
as “outrage,” etc. He said he believed 
also that war-time wae the proper time 
to prevent Mackenzie A Mann from 
“retting awar with" any money on 
their shares of C. N. R. stock, particu­
larly when It wan remembered that 
they had not put a dollar Into the 
stock and any value It had was placed 
there through the assistance of the 
public. He suggested that after the 
adoption of the Hall resolution, the 
Anderson amendment might be accept- 
ed as a new motion. Mr. Anderson did 
not take the hint, however, and dis­
played no intention whatever of with­
drawing his amendment.

The opposition was Just as anxious 
as the government to see the branch 
lines in British Columbia finished, said 
Mr W. J. Bowser. The chief object of. 
the' people of the province Just now, 
however, should be to avoid embairaa- 
sing the Ottawa administration with 
demande for big expenditure at a time 
when the federal administration wae 
straining every effort to win the war. 
Through shortage of steel and labor it 

i would be impossible for Ottawa to fln- 
1 ish the lines of the C. N. P. in British 
: Columbia at present In any event the 
obligations t>f the company were being 
taken over by the Dominion, and the 
commission was merely sitting to value 
CNR. assets. The speaker reminded 
the House that the province had not 
been called upon to pay a dollar on the 
construction of the system in British 
Columbia, and with the Dominion be­
hind the line, would never have to put 
up any money under its bond guaran­
tees He announced that the opposition 
would support the Anderson amend­
ment because its language was tèmper- 
ate and It expressed the desire of the 
province to have the C. N. P. branch 
lines finished in British Columbia as 
aeon as possible, which wss about ss 
far as the House should go. He de- 
scribed the Hall reeolutlon as an un- 
dlgnlflsd message for the House to lend 
to Ottawa When the proper time came 
he would be only too glad to assist in 
bringing pressure to bear upon the fed- 
eral government, he concluded.

Mr Hawthomthwalte expressed the 
| idea that both the resolution and the 
! amendment cover sd almost exactly the 

e ground and should be combined. 
Ww.il, mover of the resolution, 

concluded the debate with observations 
to the effect that in addition to any 
award which the commission might 
give them on the value of their G N. 
r. stock they would also be found to 
be creditors of the road through their 
interest In the Northern Construction 
Company. It was likely also that they 
owned most of the rolling-stock on the 
line. He did not consider that either 
the commission or the Union govern­
ment would be embarrassed by such a 
resolution as he had offered. There 
was no reason why the Dominion 
should go to the trouble of financing 
for the purpose of paying off Mac­
kenzie and Mann, when that same fin­
ancing could be used for the purpose 
of completing the C. N. P. branch pro­
jects in British Columbia.

Mr. Anderson, mover of the amend­
ment, desired to add something to the 
debate, but was ruled out of order by 
Mr. Speaker Keen. The vot# was then
“ÏS»t rw* Kimlwiig), of MU did
not vote, prompting Premier Oliver to 
demand that he record hie opinion on 
the subject.

“The reason I did not vote was be­
cause I have not yet been sworn in 
for the session,” said the officer who 
had Just arrived from overseas. “If 
the Premier desires I will retire from 
the House."

Hon. Mr. Oliver showed no Inclina­
tion to ask for the retirement of the 
Delta member, who remained for the 
rest of the sitting.

CENSOR’S RESIGNATION

pointxaeat of Walter Hepburn.
Victoria, April 3.—Some light on the 

caneee which led to the resignation of 
G L. Gordon as censor of moving pic­
tures in Vancouver, and the appoint­
ment of Walter Hepburn aa his suc­
cessor Is sought by W. J. Bowser in 
order paper questions filed In the House 
yesterday. Mr. Bowser Is anxious to 
know what age Mr. Hepburn wae when 
appointed, why a returned soldier was 
not chosen and “what experience or 
peculiar abilities did said Hepburn 
have to be appointed to this posi­
tion?”

Similar questions are asked 'with re­
spect to the appointment of A. B. Mc­
Neil of Victoria as auditor of xevenue, 
Frank Sehl of Victoria ae assistant 
provincial assessor, A. G Campbell, 
Vancouver, as treasury department 
cashier, and T. H. Harrison, F. H. 
Deeming and Angus Galbraith of Vic­
toria as clerks.

Mr. Jones of South Okanagan wants 
tojtnow what the attorney-general did 
with the Victoria application* for hie

; ~iir,orM5£n. “if■BSEs- oîÈ

£S SZS&St'® Iable sum for installing water m
"gsg1

cow and «11.60 lounge rug to 0»

firm of Gillespie, Hart A Todd ana 
asks If the minister of finance is a 
member of the firm.

Asks About Taxes.
Victoria. April 1.-A long Mtlea »' 

questions dealing with the taxesco 
lected during the flsati rev ending 
March 31 last has been filed *n tne 
House by the opposition leader. In 
each case Mr. Bowser wtshesto know 
what was the estimated revinue for 
the year and what amount was act­
ually collected In the period. He 
covers personal property tax, 
tax. poll-tax. timber royalty, amuse- 
rnent ♦»•*. game licenses, land tastes, mfnerti ta^ itumpage and timber
licenses._______ ______ _________

Tor ooapMMdlog- 
Victoria, April 8.—Mr. J. H. Haw 

thoruthwait, ha» Introduced a MM In 
the Legislature amending the Work 
men’s Compensation Act by including 
in the list of casualties upon which 
compensation may be given. Indus­
trial diseases such as miner* consump-1 
tion and “acquired hernia."

NOT REAL SCHEME 
TO DEVELOP LANDS

This Is Opinion of W. R. 
Ross, Who Calls Bill 

‘Truck-garden’ Policy.
Victoria, April 3.—In his criticism of 

the new land act amendments, Mr. W.
R. Rons of Fort George, former minis­
ter of lands, yesterday urged upon the 
government the value of bringing in 
a grazing policy in order to encourage 

; sheep and beef-cattle production in the 
1 province. He declared that millions 
of acres of summer grazing land could 
be provided In the province for sheep 
and even if the department of lands 

; allowed free use of it to sheep-raiaers 
British Columbia would be the gainer 
through the increased production of 
mutton and wool at a time when both 

j were urgently needed.
Mr. Ross took up a number of the 

! salient points of . the land act amend- .
I ment bill. He said that the legislation | 
was brought in because the minister 
was actuated by a desire to present 
something to the House, no matter how 

| poor it might be. The bill was actual- 
i ly a move against *ihe public interest,
! he asserted, and It savored more of a 
J truck-garden policy than a real scheme 
for the development of provincial 
lands. He pointed out that while the 
Liberals had severely attacked the old,, 
land policy because It contained the’ 
staking-by-agent provision, yet this’ 
feature had never been altered not even| 
in the new bill, and it was still pos-* 
sible for the evils formerly complained 
of to be continued.

“But there is a different administra­
tion now,” put in Premier Oliver.

“It may be all right for my friend to, 
take to himself all this virtue, but the 
fact remains that the loophole the Lib­
erals attacked bo vigorously has not 
been removed,” answered the speaker. 
“The Liberals were not sincere when 
they scored the old land sales system."

The minister of lands had announced 
that because the bill was framed to 
stop pre-empting except on surveyed 
lands it would therefore prevent scat­
tered settlement. Mr. Ross argued 
that to withdraw from free settlement 
all of the great unsurveyed areas of 
the province would retard development 
because British Columbia was a pio­
neer country settled by men who in 
most Instances had taken up their land 
long before an£ surveying was done In 
tue aistrnfcfs where tfTfcy pre-empted. » 
He gave an instance of this in the 
Peace River, claiming that if the bill 
bad been In effect a year or so ago 
there would not now be any settlers 
at Finlay Forks, which gives promise 
of being a growing settlement. Until 
the government decided to carry out 
a general survey or to provide for the 
surveying of specific sections as soon 
Ü a movement of settlers took place 

development would be retarded 
claimed the speaker. The minister of 
lands had said that under the old sys­
tem the settlers lived on the road 
money, but this was not by any means 
an un mixed evil and the new adtr,inlet 
* ration would find Itself forced to keen 
1*£j,h* /oade and Preferably by set- 
uers labor.

Mr. Man son of Omenloa moved the 
adjournment of the debate.

-------- To Xaauz serai OKI-
Victoria, April 4—Attorney-General 

Farrle has riven notice of a New Weet- 
nHneter bill which he will introduce 
oil Friday. It *ive« the city power to 
renew its treasury certificates and to 
put up bonds as collateral. Another 
bill which the attorney-general will, 
bring in tomorrow is one giving the, 
Ueutenant-govemor-in-cbuncil author 
ity to re-deflne municipal boundariei 
in cases of dispute.

“Closed Towns.”
Victoria, April 4.—Dr. W. O. Rose of 

Nelson is asking the government If It 
has made any demand under section 
68 of the Land Act on the companies 
owning Anyox, Britannia and Ocean 
Falls to have the townsites subdivided 
so that the crown may obtain its re­
versionary quarter interest and so 
that the towns may be thrown open.
If this action has not been taken, why? 
he asked. And when does the govern­
ment propose to do away with closed 
towns according to Its promise?

ASK~SMËTfER ENQUIRY

Royal Commission Is Suggested on 
Charges at Trail.

Victoria, April 4.—Mr. G F. Nelson 
of Slocin desires an Investigation by 
the House committee on mining into 
the up-country allegations that the 
Consolidated Mining & Smelting Com­
pany of Trail, through a new and 
higher schedule of rates, is stifling 
the lead and zinc mining Industry of 
the interior.

Speaking to his resolution on the 
subject in the House yesterday, the 
Slocan member said that the committee 
had already received representations 
upon the subject, but could not deal 
with it unless vested with specific au­
thority from the House. If the rates 
set by the Trail company continued 
the small ore shippers would be shut 
out, ne declared, adding that he had 
been Informed that the new schedule 
was an attempt on the part of the j 
smelter people to shut out the Inde- i 
pendent operators. The smelter man­
agement had expressed a willingness 
to submit to an Investigation of Its 
charges on a friendly basis, but that 
would not get far, maintained Mr. 
Nelson, and the enquiry would not be 
sufficiently searching. The smelter 
was willing for an investigation by a 
House committee, but not by a royal 
commission. Mr. Nelson considered 
that the Legislature was not only In- 
teresetd in the development of the 
Upper Country, but should also be in­
terested In the operation of the smelter 
because it was largely a public utility.

That the Investigation should be by 
royal commission was the view advanc­
ed by Mr. Hawthomthwalte of New­
castle. Great unrest and dissatisfac­
tion had been aroused over the action 
of the Trail smelter, he said, and the 
view seemed general that this concern 
had obtained a grasp over the mining ; 
district to the extent that it had the • 
lives of the small miners in its hands, j 
There was a suspicion that the various 
smelters were desirous of getting the ’

8
reducing mines into their own hands. 1 
ome of them were said to operate ; 
their own low-grade properties at the 
expense of the high-grade customs ! 
properties. Mr. Hawthomthwalte 

strongly urged a royal commission of i 
investigation having as its member­
ship a government representative, one 
from the smelters and one from the 
mineowners. The independent mine- 
owners would be certain to show dis­
satisfaction with any enquiry by a 
House committee, he thought.

Premier Oliver adjourned the de­
bate.
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BETTER PAYFOR POUCE
Hon. Hr. Fanis' Promise In Combining 

with Game Wardens.
Victoria, April 4.—Hon. J. W. deB. 

Farris «poke briefly yesterday in the 
House upon his new Game Act amend­
ment, by which It is proposed to abol­
ish the game department as a separate; 
institution and merge Its work Into the, 

* provincial police department
One ground for tho change as ad­

vanced by the minister is that economy 
will be obtained. The employment of 
forty game wardens in the province.1 
when the work could be handled by thq 
provincial police quite as well, was ft 
big item of expense, he said. It was 
doubtful if the service wae worth the 
expenditure, particularly In view of the 
great duplication of work which ocj 
eurred, he said. The attorney-general 
took the view that game wardens were! 
really doing a good deal of police work 
in seeing that the game regulations; 
Were carried out He agreed that game 
proved a great asset to the province 
and should be preserved. The new) 
plan, however, of making game war-4 
dens out of the police would give ade-j 
quate protection, he maintained, and as 
a matter of fact would provide bettef 
protection than so far afforded. He 
remarked that the provincial police had 
been Inadequately paid, a condition 
which he promised would be remedied* 
He referred to the fact that during a

treat part of the year both game war- 
ene and police had very little to do.* 
•The combination of offices would rem-, 

edy this situation, be thought



X
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MINING OUTPUT 
. AFFECTED BY 

CONDITIONS
Production in B. C. for 1917 

Retarded by Adverse 
Circumstances.

Nevertheless, the Results At­
tained Are Considered 

Satisfactory. i

j Island Collieries Created a 
| New Record in Amount 

I «. Produced.

i

j Metalliferous Figures, Care­
fully Viewed, Are Quite 

Encouraging. -• L
Victoria, April 4.—In the legislature 

this afternoon. Hon. John Hart, in the 
course of hie budget speech, related 
Interesting facts and figures bear­
ing on the approximate value of 
the mineral output in British Columbia 
for tho year 1917, which he placed at 
$37,182,670.

This total shows a decrease of some­
thing over 16,000,000, in comparison 
with 1916. The total value of the 
mineral production of the Province In­
cluding 1917 is In rough figures,1 
$696,748,286.

It must not be assumed, says the 
report, that there has been any decline 
in tho mining industry Itself. The 
explanation for the 1917 deficit Is to be 
found in the cumulative effect of 
several adverse influences on the in­
dustry as a whole.

These are summarised under the 
head of Industrial troubles, reduced 
metal prices in the last quarter of the 
year, less demand for lead and sine 
for industrial purposes, and economic 
conditions which severely handicapped 
the mining for gold. Hon. Mr. Hart 
said:
MNTALX.XTNBOUB OUTPUT

"The value of the output of the

1
 Metalliferous Mines of British Colum­
bia during 1917 is estimated as being , 
$27,663,786. In the year previous It was 
12.063.614. a decline of $4,899,728. On' 

this point it is Interesting to note that 
I the most serious decreases were in the 
production of gold, copper and alnc, and 
'.he cause, in each instance Is to be 
found under one of the four headings 
ust enumerated.

"Gold which fell off $2,171,814, was 
set back mainly because of the decline 
in tho Rossland output, which usually 
provides one-half of the yearly output 
ff the province: and also because of 
the Increased cost of labor and supplies,, 
with no corresponding Increase in thel 
value of the metal produced.

"Copper, which shows a decrease In 
values over the previous year of 
$1,091,467; and sine, which suffers by 
comparison with 1916 to the extent of 
provides one-half of the yearly output. 
$1,493,872 were directly affected by 9 
Industrial trouble. The production of I 
fil.416,617 pounds of copper and of , 

133,776,336 pounds of xlno, both greater , 
totals than shown by any previous year ; 
except 1916, must be considered very; 
satisfactory under the circumstances.. 
It Is specially gratifying, when the 
conditions are borne in mind, that the 
returns Indicate an Increase over 1911 
in the value of the production of silver* 
and lead, amounting to $869,436.
fbomjsing oüilooi

"That this should be so, despite the \ 
1 untoward circumstances outlined, is a 
I promising and pleasing commentary on 
the present virility of the Mining 
Industry, a condition which may be ex­
pected, from all Indications, to be

^6“The production of coke In 1917 was 
about 1 ft,654 tone Ç2S40 lb.), which Is

«.•saw £j.
UMie '*55ïnîw‘Sï previous "rear. 
Having met with a series of mis-
condltion which was agïraraUd’bî

S3?-* un**)* flussres 

ss@ «5x5 « .sssrsa

PRODUCTION QUATXB
“It is estimated that the coal pro­

duction for 1917 was some 76,324 tons 
(2240 lb.) greater than it was In 1916 
and again nearly approaches the pre­
war rate of production. But for the 
unfortunate occurrences In the Crow’s 
Nest Field, already referred to, a much 
more material Increase . would have' 
been shown, as the Vancouver Island 
Collieries made a gross output of 
1,698,235 tons or about 206,474 tons 
more than In the preceding year. It is 
Interesting to note that the 1917 pro­
duction of the Island Collieries created 
a new record for Vancouver Island 
coal output, the total being 1.698,236 
tone as compared to 1,492,761 In 1916, 
and an Increase over the previous 
record year of 1910 of 72,306.

"The production of the British 
Columbia Collieries in value for 1917 is 
about $8,618,784, a decrease, as com­
pared to 1916, of $381,891. As the value 
of the coal output shows an Increase of 
$267,135, it will be seen that the falling- 
off Is represented by tne decline of 
coke production amounting, as against 
that of 1916, to $649,026 in value. The 
cause again Is to be found In the three 
month cessation of operation of the 
Crow's Nest Pass Collieries. Estimating 
conservatively, the produce of these 
collieries for that period, despite the 
labor shortage, would have been rough­
ly $713,000. This would have made the 
total value of the Provincial Collieries* 
production $9,230,784, or an Increase 
over 1916 of $330,095.
LBBS OB* MXNBD

"The total tonnage of ore mined In 
British Columbia in 1917 approximates 
2,697,726. In 1916 It was about 8,200,000 
tons and in 1916, 2,700,000 tone.

"Although the figures quoted, in so 
far as they deal with Metalliferous 
mining, are not so good as the condi­
tions at this time last year led us to 
expect, they are far from being dis­
couraging: lrt fact they are. viewed In 
their true perspective, very encourag­
ing. In comparing the estimate value 
of the 1917 production with any 
previous year excepting 1916, It is seen 
that the 1917 output exceeds any other: 
for instance, it is nearly $6,000,000

freater than the former record year of 
912. It may be addea that, but for the 

handicapping circumstances given, the 
hope expressed at the commencement 
of tho year that the output for the 
Province for 1917 would reach the 
$60,000,000 mark, probably would have 
been realised, 
nw act beneficial 

-It is proper that I should refer 
briefly, while dealing with the mining 
industry, to the effect of the applica­
tion during 1917 of the "Mineral Survey 
A Development Act". In accordance 
with lta provisions the Province has 
been divided into six mineral survey 
districts and highly qualified mining 
engineers Placed in charge of each, On 
their rccomTnèhdations the expenditure 
of the sum of about $127,627.54 has 
been authorised for aid to roads and 
trails to mines. Prospectors, operators 
and generally all engaged in mining j 
have welcomed this measure as one cal­
culated to stimulate production. With* 
the steps that are to be taken under 
this Act by diamond drilling to estab­
lish as nearly as possible, the available 
tonnage of Iron Ore, of economic value. 
In British Columbia and the expert In­
vestigation underway of the beet means 
of encouraging the establishment of 
the necessary modem plant for the 
refining of this mineral, it does not 
seem too much to say that the Province 
is about to derive the benefit In in­
dustrial expansion and substantially 
increased revenues of the development 
of these admittedly large mineral 
deposits."

ELLE TO PAY 
BUTNOTTOBE 

HELDUP I
Heads of Mine Companies 

Confer With Government 
on Taxation.

53 27

J. W. Weart Proposed that 
Charges Be Only on 

Net Profits.

Government Asked to Name 
Committee to Enquire 

Along This Line.

Victoria, April 4.—representatives j 
of the larger mining companies met 
the select mining committee of the 
House this morning, following a con-1 
ference of last evening, with the re- j 

, suit that a resolution was passed ask- | 
ing the government to appoint a spe­
cial committee of the House to co­
operate with a committee of mining 
men in an endeavor to bring in a 
solution of the mining taxation diffi­
culty along the lines of a tax upon . 
net profits as outlined by Mr. J. W. 
Weart. It is the intention to have 
the proposition ns presented printed 
and circulated throughout the mining 
districts of tho province in order that l j 
it may be fully considered by next j.vj 
session. In the meantime, for this >’J 
year it was agreed that a substitution , 
would be put into effect whereby the ' 
two per cent, royalty tax on ore would ! 
be retained, and to it would be added L 
a special tax not exceeding two per j ■ 
cent, additional on all properties where \ 
the output exceeded $60,000 per year, | : 
according to smelter returns.
CON8IDBBED BY MINTSTBR.

The resolution was presented to $ ,1 
Hon. John Hart today, and is recelv-i 
in&his consideration. It will be noted- 
that the committee recommendation |- 
does away with the 10 per cent. Income 
tax to which the mlneowners had 
taken great exception. The committee 
asked this morning, if the government 
decided not to accept Its suggestion for 
the retention of the two per cent, tax, 
with a two per cent, supertax, that 
consideration be given to the proposals, 
advanced by Mr. J. E. Sears last even­
ing for further exemptions from the 
10 per cent income tax so as to make 
it virtually a net profits tax, and to 
set it as alternative to the two per 
cent, royalty, levying whichever was 
the greater.
LAST BIGHT’S CONFERENCE.

Representatives of four big mining 
companies which have invested be-, 
tween thirty and thirty-five million } 
dollars In British Columbia, met the1 
House mining committee last evening.r 
At this conference, Mr. J. Edward 
Sears, who appeared for the min­
ing interests. proposed that in < 
addition to the concessions already j 
suggested by the government, it allow ' 
Interest on capital borrowed outside 
of the province In the list of deduc­
tions from the income tax, that the 
proposed deduction allowance for de­
preciation cover repairs and run as 
high ns 16 per cent., that a deduction 
allowance be made for work done In 
development of mining properties . 1 
and that provision also be made to . j 
allow for mine exhaustion. Mr. Sears* 1 
suggestion In this connection was 
that the mine exhaustion allowance be 
set at 7 per cent, of the paid-up capi­
tal used in the actual mining or re- : 
auction ofores. ,

Mr. J. W. Weart proposed that all 
mining taxation be based upon the ac­
tual net profits of the mines, so that 
If they were not making money they 
would not have to pay any taxation. 
This view found several supporters, 
but others leaned to the suggestion of 
Mr. J. J. Warren, managing director of 
the Trail Consolidated Company, who 
suggested that the tax remain on the 
ore royalty basis wWi such temporary 

1 supertaxes as the government might 
require. He pleaded In favor of hav- j,

! lng mining companies treated upon a 
1 basis entirely separate from any other «
! industry. All of the mining men fore­
casted paralysis of the Industry under 
the government taxation sought to be 
collected last year.

Among those who spoke for the in­
dustry were Messrs. J. Edward Sears,
G. W. Wooster of Granby, J. J. War­
ren, Oscar Lachmund of the Canada 
Copper Corporation, D. G. Marshall,
K. C., of the Britannia Mining Com­
pany, and Col. Bruce of Windermere; 
district.

, Manager Oscar Lachmund of the 
1 Canada Copper Corporation provided 
the committee with some Information 

! with respect to the situation of ms 
company. He said its smelter at 
Greenwood would be on lta last 'ogs; 
unless custom business was developed. \ 
In so far as the company’s own mine! 
was concerned the Greenwood smelter 
would be dead within a year. The. 
company started with a capital of five j 
millions, practically all of which was 
paid up. It had declared $600,000 In 
dividends during Its history. It would 
not be producing at Copper Mountain 
for at least two years, and In addition 
to spending $1,500.000 in exploration 
and development work it would have 

j to expend an additional 53.600,000 be­
fore ft could expect any returns. At 
Copper Mountain the concern had ?j 
blocked out ten mlllon tons of positive ; 
ore and five million tons of probable ; 

I ore and there wae a good chance of ! 
I doubling up this quantity. The ore | J 
yielded only 1 3-4 per cent copper. For[ 
its operations the company had b 
rowed $2,500,000. Mr. 
the committee that it wgs Intended tof.

Two per Cent. Royalty Tax

operations the company had 1 
ed $2,500,000. Mr. Laonmund told |. 

the committee that it was Intended to I 
carry on development work at Copper' 
Mountain together with production in 
order to keep the mine prepared for 
the future, a provision which 90 per 
cent, of the mines of the province fail­
ed to make. In the light of the his­
tory and work of hie company it would 
be unfair, he considered, for the gov-.' 
ernment to Impose a heavy burden of 
taxation and thus shut out an import-’ 
ant, but so far comparatively unre­
in unreal! ve project
NOT MAKING MOUNT.

CoL Bruce of Windermere detailed 
the history of the Paradise mine, In' 
which more than a quarter of a million
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had been spent without any appreciable 
return. This mine, after years of Idle­
ness because of the expense of ore 
shipments, was reopened in 1916 and| 
had since shipped 4000 tons of ore. He. 
maintained that even the 2 per cent 
ore royalty tax was a hardship on the 

1 mine which was not making money. He 
was strongly in favor ot a net profits 
tax, an attitude which apparently also, 
had the Support of Mr. Nelson, mem­
ber for Slocan, who pointed out that to 
raise the 2 per cent would make the 
situation very difficult for the small 
mineowner.

Mr. Haw thorn thwalte told the com- f 
mit tee that It should not do anything i 
to discourage the Investment of capital j 
because after the war British Columbia 1 
would need capita* as the province had 
never needed money before. He re- !
marked that he thought all the talk 
about the overwhelming debt of the j
province and the necessity of very high | 
taxation was greatly exaggerated. He ; 
considered that the taxation levy of ! 
the government did not give much en­
couragement to the mining Industry, 
which could not flourish without the 
Investment of foreign capital

“We are not trying to evade taxa­
tion," said Mr. Warren of the Trail 
Consolidated. "We realize that we must 
bear our share and we are willing to 
have our taxes increased. But we do 
not want you to do anything which i 
would paralyze the industry and keep ! 
capital out of the province."
opposes unoiorm clause

Mr. Warren objected to having the 
proposed 1918 tax made retroactive. He 
called it a jug-handled arrangement, 
framed apparently in the idea that 
British Columbia was full of rich 
mines. If it went into effect, the Con­
solidated, for instance, would lose 
money on its Rossland properties, 
where it only made a small return at 
present He pointed out that so far 
Granby had received less than 8 per 
cent, on its capital during its existence, 
while Trail Consolidated had obtained 
about 5 per cent.

“Do not put into* effect a policy 
which means taking us by the neck, 
turning us upside down and shaking 
the money out of our pockets," he 
urged. "If you need the money, as, 
you do, add a supertax of one or two I 
per cent, to your two per cent, ore 
royalty. Let it be known that this is 

■ a wartime tax and merely temporary. 
Then you will obtain the revenue you; 
need from the Industry, but will not 
frighten away the investor. The two 
per cent, idea is wrong in principle, 
and I agree that the net profits tax 
as suggested is right in theory, but at 
all events the two per cent royalty is 
a direct tax, and is simple in opera- I 
tion. It would be for the time being. ' 
It has the great advantage of charging 

1 the mine only on Its actual commer- j 
cial production, and does not, like the ! 
10 per cent tax, charge upon all I 
money spent in interest on borrowed 
capital, upon reserves for exhaustion, 
depreciation, repairs, development and 
so forth. Under that 10 per cerit tax 
no one would think of opening up new 
mines because if he made any money 
the government would take it all."

Mr. D. G. Marshall spolqp for the 
Tonopah-Belmont interests at Surf 
Inlet, drawing the committee’s atten­
tion to the necessity of making special 
allowances for gold-mining companies 

' in view of the fact that their costs of 
operation were rising, but the value 
of the gold dollar, insofar as its pur­
chasing power was concerned, was 
dropping.

m
EQUAL PENSIONS FOR 

OFFICERS AND HEN
Present System in Canada 

Was Founded on the 
British Plan.

Victoria, April 4.—By Unanimous 
vote the Legislature yesterday gave 
Its approval to a resolution by J. s. 
Cowper of Vancouver and seoonded by 
Mrs. Smith, favoring equal pensions 
for officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men of the Canadian forces.

Mr. Cowper announced that he had 
been asked by the Great War Veterans 
to offer the resolution and similar mo­
tions had also been brought up In other 
Legislatures. The pensions system as 
already adopted in Canada had been 

, founded upon the British system 
which, of course, recognized dietinc- 

i tions between officers and men. The 
1 influence which the Old Country eltua-
■ tion had upon Canadian regulations 
was recently shown, said the speaker, 
in the probating of wills of private 
soldiers. It had been somewhat diffi­
cult to have their wills probated be­
cause in Great Britain the laws had 
never contemplated a condition where 
ofPlandte ®0ldler would b® the owner

It had been the boast of Canada, 
however, that all classes rushed to the 
colors as soon as war broke out and 
many men in the ranks were as well 
educated as those holding commis­
sions. On the broader democratic 

i basis of equal treatment for all how-
■ ever, both men and officers should get 
1 the same pensions, he maintained. For

'Awr.f.taiuNi. assuming that the officers

the private had lived by mus- 
th. common__».dl.r

• bounded at the front would suffer the
greater damage to his future pros-
‘“‘to MtibUsh a graded pensions aya- 
. * except insofar as extent of ln- 
iurÿ was concerned, would té/xAto de- 

democratic ideals in Canada, de- 
^lîïd the speaker. It would set up 
e *uch situation as prevailed on a 
recent*” troop -hip bringing back 
«tinned men from the front where 

înîdlera had one-tblrd of the deck 
officers occupied the

"The^House “adopted tho resolution 
without debate.

FOR KM OF
ALL CASES OF “T. B.”

Many Suggestions by Mem­
bers in Discussion of Dr. 

McLean’s Bill.
Victoria, April 4.—Compulsory legis­

lation providing for inspection of all 
cases of “white plague" would be the 
only solution of the tuberculosis situa­
tion, claimed W. A. McKenzie, Slmil- 
kameen member, in a House discussion j yesterday upon the Hospital Act 

! amendment. This Dill is framed to en­
courage hospitals to take tuberculosis 

' cases and allows them an extra 50 
1 cents per day government grant for 
that purpose. It also provides for pro- 

; Vincial trips of a medical health officer 
1 who shall have power to inspect the 
i cases in hospitals.
j The particular clause with regard to 
! the inspection of patients aroused a 
good deal of committed discussion, sev­
eral members, including Dr. Sutherland 
of Revel stoke and G. G. McGeer of 
Richmond, maintaining that little ad­
vantage would be gained from an in­
spection of the patient and In any 
event it could not properly be carried 
out to any great extent without the 
permission of the patient. Other 
members urged that this was absolute­
ly negess&ry. Although Provincial 
Secretary MacLean was asked to stick 
to his guns he announced that he I 
would have the clause stood over for 
the purpose of modification so that the | 
proposed Inspection would merelf be 
of the conditions surrounding the pa­
tient in the hospital.

Mr. McKenzie argued that while In­
spection of advanced hospital cases 
was all right in its way, more effec­
tive ground would be covered in an 
inspection of all Incipient cases for the 
protection of the public against a dis­
ease which had been treated all too 
lightly. He considered that every pos­
sible step should be taken to safe­
guard interior towns In favorable cli­
mate from b 5 exposed to new-com­
ers who ente»-d them for the purpose 
of regaining health and who freely 
mingled with the population.

Dr. Sutherland advocated the selec­
tion by the government of the Tran­
quille location for the proposed new 
Joint government white plague hospi­
tal for returned soldiers.

Mr. Bell Cl Victoria told of an in­
stance where a small municipality had 
been forced to expend 12000 for the 
treatment of a tubercular patient com­
ing destitute from Alberta. Munici­
palities should not be made to suffer 
merely because they were climatically 
suited for the cure of consumption, he 
thought. He proposed an inter-provin­
cial arrangement to cover such cases.

Fred Anderson of Kamloops was 
strongly in favor of hospital Inspec­
tion by a provincial officer of tubercu­
lar patients. He went on to outline a 
scheme for the division of the prov­
ince Into hospital districts and the as­
signment to a specified hospital of all 
advanced cases in that district. Special 
wings or wards would be necessary, 
but a concentration of advanced pa­
tients would be advantageous.

Dr. MacLean pointed out that the 
government already had provision un­
der the Health Act for reports on con- ! 
sumption cases and steps in this dj. 

i rection were being provided for. This j statement was made in reply to the i 
suggestion from the Stmllkameen 
member. Mr. Hawthorn thwalte of New- i 
castle emphasized the necessity of 
sterner measures in the fight against 
the white plague, referring to the hot­
beds of disease created by Chinatown»o nzl nlon liro'ln* t »na.. —  ■ „ *and also urging the government 
strike at the root of the trouble which 
lay In poor working and living condl-• <n It.. .III.. *tions In the cities.

Mr. F. A. Pauline of Saanich and 
Mr. M. B. Jstitson were other contrlbu- 

i to the debate.

-f:..
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P. G. E. and Other 
Interest Charges

Form Deficit

Thus Hon. John 
Hart Thinks Govt. 
Doing Very Well.

Justification of 
Taxes Is Urged 

in Speech.

VICTORIA, April —Hon. John 
Hart delivered his first bud­
get speech In the Legislature 

today. Though ha has been head of 
the department of finance for com- [ 
paratlvely a short time, he showed 
a creditable grasp of affairs and 
made an egoellent Impression in the 
delivery of his address, which was

ILefore a large audience In the gallery. 
In opening, Hon. Mr. Hart referred 

In appropriate terms to the death of 
' Hon. H. C. Brewster, who delivered 

hie first and only budget speech a year 
ago. After congratulating Mr. Speaker , 
Keen and Mrs. Ralph Smith on their | 
honorable positions in the House, the 
minister referred in general terms to I 
the financial situation, which he said I 
was "serious, demanding careful study 
anti not a little sacrifice on the part | 
of all, but it ie not incapable of satis- : 
factory solution. It will have to be j 
realized by everyone, however, that the 
province has now to pay the price of 
extravagance and living beyond Its 
means for some years past. I can hold 
out no hope of immediate relief from 
increased taxation; all that the people 
haye any right to expect from a gov­
ernment under the circumstances is 
that it shall make economy Its slogan 
and shall so adjust the burden that all 
shall share equitably in meeting the 
greater demand which must be made 
upon their pockets in order that as a 
province they shall pay their way and
maintain their credit"

Incidentally, Hon. Mr. Hart then paid 
his respects to the former government 
which he said had In 3911 accumulated 
surpluses, which, however, "melted 
away like enow before a Chinook.” The 
result of careless management during 
the final years of Conservative regime 
was, he eaid, to “enormously IncreaseI 
the proportion of the revenue Which 
has to be paid out for purpose» over 
which the government has no control, 
a proportion closely approximating r 
60 per cent, for the fiscal year we have * 
Just entered upon. In 1918-14 Interest 
and sinking fund charges on account 
of the public debt required the appro­
priation of $618,798.60 out of a net 
revenue of $10,479,000—a little less 
than 6 per cent. For 1918-19 we have , 
to ask the House to vote four times ! 
more than was needed five years 
earlier, no less than $2,111,868, which 
makes big inroads on the amount 
which I estimate as the revenue for • 
the twelve months. In little more than , 
two years our predecessors Increased f 
the debt from $12,361,646 to $21,161,- 
146."
XSTXSXON TOM TAMES AB» VOTES.

Hon. Mr. Hart then recalled the ap­
pointment of the Taxation Commis­
sion an<J foreshadowed changes In the 
incidence of taxation this session, 
especially regarding mines and indus­
trial plants and added: "It Is the pol- ’ 
Icy of the administration to foster - 
production in all lines and to encour­
age capital to come in and assist us 
in the development of the province's 
great natural resources. Improve­
ments will be effected in the taxation > 
laws as these affect the farming com- ! 
munity. In the system ot assessment - 
of real property there are glaring in-} 
equalities and injustices, Instances of 
whlph come to my attention almost 
daily, and the farmer undoubtedly has 
» very real grievance there. Most, if 
not all, the complaint about Increased 
taxation ie due to this conviction that 
bis farm is assessed at an unjust and 
In many cases an absurdly Inflated 
figure. We plan to have a complete, 
new assessment of all real property 
coming under provincial taxation made 
during the next few months, oi* which 
the 1919 rolls will be based; This 
work will be done by men competent 
and experienced in each district and 
an. amount has been placed in the esti­
mates to meet the cost."

On the question of taxation against 
banks, the minister said:

"As was stated by the Premier last 
year, a surtax doubling the amount 
payable by banks was Imposed for 
1117, but no change was made in the 
rate of taxation for this year, the 
wanks offering to submit proposals 
which would, it was claimed, bring in j 
the same amowet of revenue from this 
source as the government planned to f 
obtain but would levy it more fairly L 
upon the various banking instlti '------

l However» the banks 
1 to implement this : 
.tend to introduce a 
will place the rate 

, 68000 fCr one offl 
! bank and $500 ee. 
branches in the pr
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• However, the banks have not been able 
to Implement this promise, and we In­
tend to introduce an amendment which 
will place the rate of bank taxation at 
18000 for one office or branch of a 
bank and $600 each for any other 
branches In the provinces.
TAX SAMI TUI YBAB.

Hon. Mr. Hart continued: •‘The
policy of appointing special collectors 
for the purpose of getting In the large 
amount of arrears owing to the public 
exchequer, and also collecting the poll- 
tax In the cities, has fully Justified It­
self by results. These will be kept at 
work. It Is our Intention to make a 
close collection of the Income-tax and 

|collectors have been Instructed to get:
In arrears of this tax still owing, re-

I
sorting to the legal machinery pro­
vided by the Taxation Act, If this is 
found necessary. It Is also our Inten­
tion during the present year to hold a* 
tax sale. It being several years now 
since one was held. Special attention 
will continue to be paid to the collec­
tion of arrears until we have got in 
all that is collectible of nearly five 
million dollars so outstanding. 
EtTXKABT OT AEEEABfl.

“From a statement prepared by the 
surveyor of taxes it appears that the 
arrears of general taxes which were 
outstanding on December 81 last 
amounted to $4,776,408.12, in addition 
to which the arrears of school taxes 
outstanding amounted to $168,402.99. 
Returns from assessors in all but the 
more remote districts show that during 
1917 there were collected arrears to 
the large gum of $368,511.88. The 
sum represents arrears for every year 
from 1897 onwards and includes some 
arrears of school taxes. Some of the 

I collectors did not give the amount 
collected on account of the latter tax, 
so that complete returns would in­
crease the total which I have given.

11 am confident that between vigorous 
prosecution of the work of collection 
and the stimulus of a tax sale we shall 
be able to show much larger returns

eteeamfUaew wte w
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Coming to the public accounts for 
the fiscal year 1111-17. the estimates 
for which were prepared by the tatov 
government, we find that the actual 
net revenue Vas $6.906,788.63 as 

revenue of $5,- 
944,016.13. On the other hand the ac­
tual net expenditure was $9,079 317 70i»1<l>74 *sVedmhllh lhe ot |ll":
♦01,874.86. The net result of the year was a deficit of $U72,634, which roSI 
up the grand total of the deficits

Match îîî dî.bÎ7.°t,JÏ,,ran,?,,V

con«îtor". advance, to d.p.rt 
mente and rural school trustees ec~ counts receivable, live stock, storeï 
end equipment, and special deposits 
??*Vi,u!Lac<2UBte* **!• whoIe totalling 
.,ô,6.YAÿ».CuVen? '•abllltlee .mount 
to $9,4*6,846, showing an adverse bal­ance of $1,428,682. There are over­
drafts at the Canadian Bank of Conv 
merce of $594,689.17 on current ac- coutK. and 11,000.000 special ovî?-

•TUOIIO AS TO LOAITS.
Hon. Mr. Hart went on to gay that 

apparently no attempt was made to 
balance the personal ledgers with the 
general ledger accounts prior to 1918. 
He adds:

“Passing now to the revenue and ex-

S
andlture for the year which closed on 
unday, March 31, it will be found that 
the net revenue for the nine months 
ending with December 81 amounted to 
$6,794,671.30, against which we have a 

net expenditure chargeable to income 
ef $6.644.881.03. Unforftjhately. how- : 
ever, obligations for which this ad-,'

- • *-■- ••— 1- —w-eWzinalhln en- [

\ Investea m ---- - w---..
HO applied to the redemption of the 
1117 Sean. 11,111,««7.91 op account ot 
loan to and Interest Held on account 
of the Pacific Great Eastern, and $24,- 
046 66 paid out In Interest on behalf of 
♦hm Nakuso and Slocan. In addition to this woKve mad. advance to the
ÜUnd Settlement Board .mounting to

«I»»”?. yt.' Items have neceeel- . ,3h«,. borrowing of 13,860,000. of 
which *|’.ooo.ooq. wae.in too form.*»

1917, $360,006 in a debenture issue and 
$260,000 ln a treasury bill. It will 
thus be seen that In spite of the net 
expenditure chargeable to income be­
ing kept within the net revenue the 
very heavy capital expenditures and 
the sinking fund Investments which we 
have bad to provide have compelled 
us to resort to further borrowings 
which will in turn further reduce the 
revenue at our disposal for future 
years unless steps are taken to cor­
respondingly Increase the revenue.

“Without the complete figures for 
the year It Is not possible to say ac­
curately how these will compare with 
the estimates presented a year ago, 
but the indications are that the rev­
enue will on the whole be well up to 
the amount which was then expected 
end that the expenditure will be con­
siderably under the estimated sum 
which was appropriated by the Legis­
lature. The receipts from the new 
taxes have been coming in very fully 
and ln some cases somewhat better 
than might have been anticipated. De­
spite the antagonism to the Increased 
tax on real property which was sought 
to he aroused -by opponents of the 
government, the people liable for this 
tax have shown their appreciation of 
the financial needs of the province 
and their confidence in the pledges 
this administration has given of 
economical conduct of public affairs 
by a response which is most gratify­
ing.

Ten months ago, when Hon. Mr. 
Hart took office, the best rate at which 
money was obtainable was 7% per 
cent But the government awaited a 
more favorable market and saved ap­
proximately $200.000 thereby. The fed­
eral authorities loaned them $3,000,000 
At 6 là net pent. abA a fnrtl*r~ .aUuea was ïlcuredat « 1-4. a showingfor 
which he thought the government was 
lustifled in feeling proud. Mr. tiari think, “that tSTSUu ef tb. province 
ln the money markets le Improving as 
a result of tke kuatooeallke and eco­
nomical edmlnlatattoa which I» eow 
In força, an! this Is a «root ito.w.r 
to the etatemeat ef the leader of the 
opposition that he did ootcoMlderthe 
bonds of this province good security.
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In presenting the estimates, the fln- 
anne minister prefaced hie remarks 
with the following:

“It will be found by honorable gen­
tlemen that the document now placed 
before them, the Improved form of 
which will have appealed to them at 
first sight, presents the estimates of 
the coming year on a classified and 
standardized basis, clearly setting 
forth the expenditures which will re­
quire to be made ln each of the several 
departments and their branches. In 
the past this has not been dona nor 
has itbeen possible for anyone unac­
quainted with the system prevailing to 
ascertain from either the estimates or 
the public accounts the exact expendi­
ture of any particular office or depait-

“Detailed estimates prepared lti the 
form presented, together with the pub­
lic accounts submitted on a similar 
basis, will afford more direct control 
over the expenditure of public money, 
will enable members more intelligently 
to discuss the government’s budget, 
and tend to more efficient and econom­
ical administration. It will also be 
observed that the capital expenditures 
have been segregated from those 
chargeable to Income, which has never 
been done before in the body of the 
estimates."
-W “APFABEHT" DEFICIT.

Hon. Mr. Hart continued: “The re­
quirements of the public service for 
the year which are chargeable to in­
come amount to $9,668,264.08, and I 
estimate that our revenue will be $9,- 
900,066.13. There would thus be a sur­
plus of $241,801.06 over the expendi- 

i ture which is chargeable to current 
account, but as there are ln addition 

i expenditures on capital account 
amounting to $1,953,440, the net re­
sult Is that there will be an appar­
ent deficit of $1,711,638.95 on the fin­
ancial operations of the year.

"It is worth noting, however 
Mr. Speaker, that three of the Items 
Of capital outlay which we bave to. 
provide for—sinking fund, Pacific 
Great Eastern Interest and Interest on 
the mortgage on British Columbia 
House—practically balance this deficit, 
so that we are able to present to the 
House and the country a budget in 
which our expenditure on current ac­
count and that chargeable to capital 
which Is not a direct outcome of the 

j mismanagement of our predecessors is 
I brought within our Income It has been 
a long time since such an achieve­
ment was known In this province.

I have already dealt with the tre- 
j mendous increase In the amount which 
has to be provided out of current ac­
count to take care of the interest on 
our public debt. For this year the 
sum required for this purpose Is $1,- 
409,678.08. The other heads of expen­
diture chargeable to revenue are these: ..............................................................$ loo.OOOi Legislation . . . . . . „

! Premier's office................
Agriculture .......................

I Attorney-general ............
Education ...........................
Finance department ...
Fisheries ................ ,..........
Labor department.........
Lande department..........

! Mines department.........
! Provincial secretary ...
j Public works ..................................i Railway department ................ 41,780
1 The expenditures which will have to 
: be made on capital account are the 
following:

|Sinking funds ............................*.$718,940
j Nakusp & Slocan (lnt. on

$ 100.000 
12,760 

219,684 
909,776 

1,777,290. 
692,6041 

17,176 
16,170 

697,608 
836,604 

1,683,845 
1,794,940

Colony Farm .................................. 4,000!
Roads, streets, bridges,

wharves ........................................  208,660.
Ferries ............................................... 17,700

“The whole sum which we ask the 
House to vote supply for the new fis­
cal year Is thus $11,611,694.08. In 
framing these*estimates I do not think 
I n*ed assure •the House, the members 
of the administration have been ani­
mated by the desire to cut out all 
unnecessary expenditures and reduce 
our outlays to the lowest point con­
sistent with efficient service and the 
maintenance of all needful operations.
I have no doubt that our opponents, 
who never allowed considerations - of 
revenue or the means of the taxpayers 
to foot the bills to Interfere with their 
extravagance, will criticise us for par­
ing all expenditure to the bone, but I 
have just as little doubt, Mr. Speaker, 
that we will receive the commendatHm 
of the people at large for doing what 
I will admit, required some courage.

"We recognize that the people of this 
country, ln common with their kin 
throughout the Empire, have a heavy 
strain put upon their resources to 
meet’their share of the cost of the war, 
and we do not feel that we would be [ 
Justified ln making any further de- ( . 
mands upon them ln the way of taxa-1 
tion, .’0 long as we can, by wise econ-| 
omles, keep our expenditures as close • 
to our revenue as Is possible. With the 
early peace which we hope from a de­
cisive victory for the Allied arms, and 
with the return of prosperity generally, 
we look to a larger revenue from pres­
ent sources and consequent ability to 
devote more wherever the require­
ments of the Province call for it. 
Nevertheless, I would reiterate that at 
no point have we starved any branch 
of governmental activity, and that 
there will be no Impairment of service 
because the departments are being 
compelled to conduct business along 
ordinary business lines and at a mini­
mum of expense."
WHERE BE VE inns COMES F BOM.

"The total revenue which we look 
for through the lands department Is 
$2,208,060. From timber licenses we 
estimate we will get $1,200,000, from 
timber leases $71000, from timber 
royalties $560,000 and from timber 
sales $126,000. In view of the steadily 
falling receipts from land sales we do 
not think it wise to put this source 
down for more than $50,000, but on the 
other hand the legislation which my 
honorable friend the minister of 
lands has brought down this session 
Justifies us in looking for a some­
what larger Income from water ren­
tals.

“This brings me to the treasury de­
partment, through which it is esti-. 
mated that $6,700,000 will bq collected 
during the next year. The principal 
item here Is that of Income tax, from 
which source we expect $2,216,000. 
This Is double what we estimated as 
the revenue from that tax ln the year 
Just closed, the reason being that we 
will this year be collecting from mines 
on their Income for last year as well 
as the present. We propose that mines 
shall be taxed either 2 per cent on the 
assessed value of ore removed, as ln 
the past, or on income, whichever Is 

,the larger. There Is no doubt that ln 
the greater number of cases the 
amount payable on Income will exceed 
what would be collectible as mineral 
tax, and therefore we are certain of a 
considerable revenue thera On the 
other hand the sum likely to come ln 
mineral tax will be much less than 
hitherto, and we place the estimate at 
$86,000. For the past couple of years 
this tax has yielded about $286,000 an­
nually. With closer collection of In­
come tax generally I think the figure 
at which we have placed our "estimate 
is a safe one.

"Basing our estimate upon the man­
ner in which the taxes came in up to 
the end of December I consider that 
we can quite reasonably expect for the 
coming year to derive $1,000,000 from 
the real property tax. $600,000 from the 
personal property tax and $700,000 
from the tax on wild, coal and timber 
lands. The poll tax ought to bring in 
$800,000, as the activity ln industrial 
enterprises will attract many workers 
from outside, who will become liable 
for the tax as soon as they have been 
one month In the province. The tax 
on patrons of places of amusement is 
working very smoothly and Is expected 
to produce $220,000. The amount re­
ceived from this source so far show»

I the accuracy of the estimate of last 
session, which was based on the prob-1 
ability of the tax hatog to tore* fox1 
nve months of the fiscal year. From 
®uocessi°ti duties we may look for 
$300.000 and several smaller Items of 
revenue make up the total which Is i 
set out under the head of the treasury i 
department

Reviewing agricultural development, 
Hon. Mr. Hart said that the production 
from farms and orchards last season 
shows an estimated Increase of $1,760,- 
000 over 1916. A splendid and patrio­
tic work was done by women in help- 

j lng our fruit and vegetable growers to , 
| successfully harvest their crops, 
j The fishery products or the province 
! for the fiscal year ending March 81, 
1917, totalled $16,311,964, a gain over i 
the previous year of $778,634.

The total value of the fishery pro­
ducts of the entire Dominion of Can­
ada for that fiscal year totalled $39,- 

! 208,378, a gain of $8,347,670 over for­
mer year.

Of the total fishery products of $be 
i Dominion, British Columbia produced 
89.30 per cent. The province again, as 
ln recent years, leads all the provinces 
of the Dominion in the value of her 
fishery products. The output of Brit-

*’
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And the value of British c°}umbla 
fishery products exceeded the total or 
all the other provinces combined by

The salmon pack for the calendar 
year 1917 totalled 1,667,485 cases, the 
largest in the history of the canning 
industry, notwithstanding that the 
eockeye did not run to the Fraser 
River In comparable numbers with 
former big years.
LUMBBB iïD FUI».

The total value of production in the 
foreat industries of this province last 
year was *48,913.115. compared with 
135.528,000 In 1916, an increase of $13,- 

.185,115, or about 88 per cent.
The most remarkable Increase Is In 

the production of pulp, which in 1917 
was valued at $7,447,680, as against 
$3.520,000 for the year before.

Seventy-nine thousand, eight hun­
dred Bind three tons of paper were 
manufactured, as against 65,229 tons 
in 1916, an Increase of 22% per cent., 
and In addition 26,695 tons of pulp 
were produced, compared with 14,389 
tons In 1916, an Increase of 85 per cent.

Twenty - three hundred million 
shingles were manufactured, as against 
1900 million In 1916, an increase of 21 
per cent.

Eleven hundred and twenty-nine mil­
lion feet of lumber was cut, compared 

1 with 920 million feet in 1916, an In­
crease of 22% per cent.

The activity In the lumbering busi­
ness during the past year is shown by 
the Increase in logs scaled throughout 
the province, the total having risen 
from 1280 million feet In 1916 to 1647 , 
million in 1917, an Increase of 28% per

The forest revenue of the province > 
has reflected this striking Improvement • 
by Increasing 18 per cent to a total of 
$2,162,170. Included In this Is the 
sum of $809,000 paid as royalty on 
cut logs, a figure which breaks all 
previous records and which exceeds 
last year’s collection by no lees than 
60 per cent '
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MINIMI WAGE 
BILL SOON TO 

BE LAW
No Opposition to Measure 

Developed in Legislature 
Thursday.

Credit Is Given Mrs. Ralph 
Smith for Grappling With 

Social Problems.

Probably Not More Than 
Two Seed Gram Districts 

This Year.

Leader of Opposition Will 
Speak on Game Act This 

Afternoon.
Victoria, April 6 .—Mrs. Ralph 

Smith’s Minimum Wage Bill got safe­
ly through second reading yesterday 
and. Judging from the temper of the 
House, will have no trouble In the 
remainder of Its legislative Journey.

Mr. Alex. Fisher of Fernie, Mr. J. H.. 
Hawthornthwalte of Newcastle and \ 
Mr. M. A. Macdonald of Vancouver 
discussed the bill yesterday. The re-, 
ferences of the first two speakers soon 

' got. away entirely from the measure I 
and they drifted Into a general soclo-l 
logical discussion. In which, of courue, 
Mr. Hawthornth.valte was thoroughly. 
In his element. He entertained the! 
House with a lengthy dissertation on' 
living conditions of the workers and I 
although met with a number of mter- 

, ruptions from Mr. McGeer of Rlch- 
<1 mond and Mr. Fisher, who lad pre­

ceded him, managed to find his way 
through the complicated argument.

Mr. Fisher, as is his custom, drew 
the discussion into the “simultaneous 
development of correlated Industries,” 
his favorite topic. He declared that 
the question of a minimum wage was 
linked up with living costs and told 
the He use of what was being done In 
the Crow's Neat coal mine district,, 
where a commission sat regularly to. 
base wages upon the changed living; 
conditions. He pointed out that Mrs.! 
Smith’s bill, which provides for a1 
minimum wage commission for women 

i and girls, was not an absolute wage ar- 
i rangement, but wa$ merely relative.
1 If under the law of supply and de- 
!^d,.w,omen Mwer* *»t getting a de­
cent living wage, the government was

■AT

Hi ittStJed ln assisting them l>y legist*; 
tlon. he considered. The state should 
go further, however, he thought, and 
see that the cost of living was cut 
down This was the main factor in 
the adjustment of wages.
DISCUSSION OF EFFECTS.

Mr. Fisher described the advantages 
which would come with the establish­
ment of public cold storage facilities 
in order that provision prices could be 
kept from soaring. But a minimum 
wage law would not be of much use,, 
he sal», if susar an» co®1,Sr,5”’„"7lvl 
up regularly. Thers would naturally 
be a tendency on the part of employe, a | 
he believe», to increaie the pr'ce of 
their products the moment such a t>lll| 
as this forced up the wages of wo­
men workers. However, although the 
bill had merely an ameliorative effect, 
rather than curative properties It was 
worth/ of support, he contended.

Mr.J Hawthornthwalte considered 
that the law of supply and demand did 
not apply to the wage situation, the 
wages of the worker the world over 
being based upon his production. The 
Newcastle member remarked that Mr. 
Weart’s effort to present minimum 
wage legislation would have gone 
along for several years without suc­
cess, but It remained for a woman to 
force the government to adopt such a 
bill. Exclusive credit for this legisla­
tion should go to Mrs. Smith, he said.
MOBS COMPLAINTS.

Mr. M. A. Macdonald remarked on 
the fact that, with the exception of 

j Mr. Hawthornthwalte, no opposition 
I members had discussed the measure, 
tie prophesied, however, that the op­
position, despite Its apparent reluct- 

iance to accept any bill savoring of 
social reform, would not have the 
hardihood to vote against this legis­
lation. He was glad to see provision 
made for the creation of a board which 
would ensure decent living wages for 
the women workers who were not in 
a position to help themselves. Estab­
lishments which paid good wages 
would have nothing to fear from the 
bill; it was aimed only bo cure the 
evils created by those employers who 
exploited labor. While It was true1 
that the bill Interfered with the free­
dom of contract and to some extent 
With he law of supply and demand as 
related to the price paid for labor, 
at the same time, said Mr. Macdon­
ald, the government was Justified In 
Ibceptlng It Exclusive credit for the 
bill belonged to Mrs. Smith, the 
speaker pointed out, mentioning also 
that he was glad to see In the House i 
a member who would give first atten- ! 
tlon to social problems.
■BED OEAIN GOBS THROUGH.

With the acceptance by the govern­
ment of a suggestion made a day or 
two* ago by Mr. Hawthornthwalte, the• 
bill for the protection of seed grain ! 
went through committee yesterday and 
is now reported for third reading. The 
amendment briefly provides that the 
lleutenant-goverhor-iji-council may es­
tablish and define one or more seed- 
grain areas within which the legisla­
tion is to apply. This will save other 
districts of the pspvlnce from the op­
eration of the proposed act, which pro­
vides that all seed-growers must ob-i 
tain license from the department of 
agriculture, whether their seed Is for 
commercial purposes or not. This had 
been the chief complaint against the 

* bill, and Is removed by the new 
amendment which Premier Oliver sub­
mitted yesterday.

Mr. Bowser asked how mqey seed- 
grain districts would be creited, and 
was informed by the Premier that 
there would probably not be more than 
two this year. Mr. McKenzie of Blmll- 
kameen was anxious to know where 
they would be located.

"There will be no seed-grain area 
except In a locality where seed la to 
to by grown for distribution,’’ ex­
plained the Premier. "It le quite pos­
sible that this year the seed growers’ 
operations may be confined to the pro­
duction of tubers and roots for the 
seed crop of next year. In this event 

; it may not be necessary to set apart 
any particular areas tills season.”
FOB TUBERCULAR PATIENTS.

Mr. Hawthornthwalte yesterday pre­
sented for second reading hie bill to1 
amend the Workmen’s Compensation 

- Act In order to have miners’ consump­
tion and hernia Included In compensa­
tion casualty list, which at present 
covers only accidenta industrial dis­
eases being omitted. Attorney-General 
Farris adjourned the debate.

The Hospital Act amendment, which 
glvee hospitals an extra 50 cents per 
day for each tubercular patient cared 
for, went through committee stage.

The only amendment made was one 
proposed by Dr. Sutherland of Revel- 
stoke to modify the clause dealing 
with the compulsory Inspection of tu­
bercular patients In hospitals by a 
provincial medical health officer. Dr 
Sutherland'* * change called for “au- 

* pcrvleion'* instead of “Inspection.” hts 
intention being that the work of the 
provincial officer will not comprise 
personal inspection of the patient, nos- 
•4hlv *r*ln*t the notant'* will, hnt 1n- 
stead will constat ot a survey of the I 
conditions under which the victim of' 
white plague is cared for st the hoe-

The Settled Estates Act amendment 
waa given third reading, the Infante* 
Act amendment and Ditches and Wa­
tercourses Act amendment going 
through the same process. The statutes 
and Journals Act amendment waa 
commmitted, with also the amendment 
to the Administration Act and that 
to the Burnaby-New Westminster Se-
mîn^Lâ!1 .TO1T**1 com-

"ithout debate, and the Burna-

. ON TXB GAMS ACT. ^
Mr. Bowser was to have spoken on! 

the Game Act amendment which puts 
the game department under thn pro-!

' vincial police, but it was five-thirty 
when the bill was reached on the or­
der paper and the opposition leader 
promptlv pleaded a headache and sug­
gested that the debate bo delayed un­
til Friday. In view of Attorney-General 
Farris’ frequent references to the ha­
bit of the opposition leader of speak­
ing on Friday In order to get reports 
Into the Saturday papers, Mr. Bow­
ser’s Jocular appeal to the govern­
ment not to force him to go on with 
his speech at 6:80 yesterday created 
a general smile. Hon. Mr. Oliver said 
that In view of the modesty of the op­
position leader the request would be 
granted. Mr. Bowser will therefore 
deal with the Game Act amendment 
today.

Last night’s order paper carries a 
series of questions from Mr. Schofield 
of Trail, asking If the Arena rip* in 
Vancouver is a place of amusement 
under the Amusement Tax Act and 
if so what amount of tax has been 
paid by the management to the govern-
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'PROPOSES BANK 
FOR THE WEST

Mr. J. W. Weart Outlines a 
Scheme for $20,000,000 

. i Institution.

Banking System of Canada 
Is Scored by South Van­

couver Member.
Victoria, April 6.—The creation of 

an lnter-provlnclal bank for the four 
western provinces was proposed In the 
Legislature yesterday by Mr. J. W. 
Weart, member for South Vancouver, 
in an hour's speech on the Budget. Mr. 
Weart took up the banking system of 
Canada, opposed the tendency towards 
amalgamation and in an exhaustive re­
view outlined the disabilities which he 
claimed the public labored under as a 
result of the present system. He con- 
eldered that a new tank, or the re­
creation of the Union Bank of Canada 
as a western institution for the Prov­
inces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Al­
berta and British Columbia with a 
Joint capital of twenty millions would 
meet the needs of western people.

Discussing the Canadian banking 
situation and recent amalgamations. 
Mr. Weart said that the question which 
might be raised at this time was 
whether it was in the Interests of the 
nation to continue the present system, 
leading to the reduction of competitive 
banking Institutions, placing the whole 
fabric of finance under the domination 
of the few whom, he qaid, control the 
monetary and commercial Interests ot 
the Dominion or the establishment of 
a national Institution or a reserve bank 
which would be the only Institution 
having the power to take deposits and 
having the power alsv to issue paper 

• money.
i He went on to say:

"Combination means, if it means 
anything, restraint ot trade In various 
ways. It means playing Into the 
hands of those who are now "the con- 

; trolling power, and It works to ‘the 
; detriment of the small trader. 
OBTAINED GBBAT FOWEB.

"By the power Of Issuing paper 
money. t>y the power of money depos­
ited in savings account by the people, 
the banks aro enabled to pay large div­
idends to their shareholders and to 
build up out of surptÉs profits a fund 
called a rest account In excess of their 
total capital and to invest millions In 
banking premises.

"How can this state of affairs be 
remedied, so that some of this excess 
profit would revert to the benefit of 
the people? My answer is unmistak­
ably that the Parliament of Canada : 
should establish a national instltu- i 
tlon In control of the powers now dele- j 
gated to the banks, that institution to 
be the only one having power to Issue , 
paper money, the only Institution with 
power to receive deposits, the only in­
stitution dealing with exchange, 
which step would be the means of 
closing a proportion of the 3100 | 
branches ot the chartered banks now 
In existence, many of which were es­
tablished and are kept up primarily 
for the purpose of receiving deposits. 
All those branches that will be closed, 
or a number of them, could be re­
placed by the national Institution. i

"The national Institution would 
make a profit of 4% per cent, which, I 
taken on the capital and reserve of the | 
banks In 1117, would mean 4% per cent. ! 
on two hundred and twenty-five mil- 1 
lions of money or practically ten mil- ? 
lions In the year. The national instl- : 
tutlon would act as a reserve bank or 
a re-discount bank. It would make a 
profit In loaning to the Dominion, 
which Is always a borrower. It would 
make a profit in loaning to the prov­
inces and municipalities and to % the 
many domestic banks which would 
come into existence, which would have 
the same powers that the chartered 
banks would enjoy. It would also have 
the privilege of making whatever profit 
it eouid make, over the Interest paid



the depoSOTTWroSi^ a fair propor­
tion of the depositors' money, which, if 
put at 1% per cent., eight hundred mil­
lions would give a profit of twelve mil­
lions or a total of some twenty-five 
millions In the year.
A BANK FOB THE WEST.

Mr. Weart's comment on the possi­
bility of a western interprovincial 
bank were:

“The Union Bank of Canada, a few 
years ago, moved its head office from 
Quebec to Winnipeg. It is the only 
bank that could be considered in any 
respect a western bank.. The clearing 
house returns for 1917 show that for 
the whole of Canada the volume of 
trade was 112.552.000.000; of that 
amount almost one-third or four bil­
lion dollars was from the four western 
provinces.

"Would it not be in the interests 
of the west ; would it not be in the in­
terests of the people of Canada at this 
time, instead of diminishing the num­
ber of competitive banks to increase 
that number by the four western prov­
inces Joining hands with the Union 
Bank of Canada or New Bank, incor­
porating an Interprovincial bank, each 
province subsçribing for at least five 
millions of capital, making the Joint 
capital $20,000,000? Such an institu­
tion would enjoy the privileges that 
the present institutions have. It would 
at once have the privilege of issuing 
paper money. It would have a capital 
greater than any two combined banks. 
It would be backed by the four prov­
inces; would be a stronger Institution 
than all the banks today in existence; 
would be in control of all of the busi­
ness of the four provinces appertaln- 

I ing to the provinces, the municipali­
ties. schools and other similar public 

I bodies."

PRESENT TAXATION 
IRRITATING BURDEN

[Vancouver Delegation Asks 
Government to Cut Down 

Expenditures.
Vlctorls, April 6.—-Suggestions that 

the province obtain the services of a 
practical taxation expert who would 
advise as to inhere reductions* could 
be made in provincial expenditure and 
In what direction the government 
might properly obtain funds to meet 

i expenses, were advanced to the pro­
vincial executive yesterday by a Van- 

| couver delegation, comprising F. W. 
Rounsefell, W. H. Malkin and George 
Kidd.

Mr. Rounsefell, who acted as 
spokesman, explained that they had 
come to Victoria not to lay a definite 
plan before the administration, but 
rather for the purpose of going into 
the taxation situation in a general way 
and to ascertain from the cabinet what 
its views were. The delegation desir­
ed to act co-operatively, he said, and, 
not with* any Intention of embarrass­
ing the government. The delegation 
emphasised the fact that they did not 
waft a commission, but were of the 
ouoalon that an Individual expert who 
could Investigate matters without pre­
judice from a political standpoint- 
would greatly assist the government

He pointed out that the tax burden 
was growing exceedingly heavy, the 
levy from the Dominion, province and 
municipalities mounting year by year 
des* lte the fgct that there was no ma­
terial Increase In the population of the 
province. It was realised, he said, 
that a good deal of the taxes which 
the present Provincial Government was 
forced to Impose were created by con­
ditions existing when the previous ad­
ministration was fn power.

Mr. Rounsefell read from a prelim­
inary report which this committee had 
prepared in which were quoted many 
figures designed to show that the 
taxes In British Columbia were en- 

| tlrely out of proportion to the popula- 
I tlon when compared with other prov­
inces. He made particular reference 
to the Increase in administration cost 
during the past five or six years, es­
pecially In the list of civil servants. 
British Columbia was the only prov­
ince which had found ft necessary to 
impose an income-tax, said Mr. Rounse-

I
fell. He thought that a great saving 
In administration expenses might be 
obtained if one set of officials collect­
ed all the taxes in the province, both 
for the local government, the various 
municipalities and cities and the fed­
eral authorities. He also advanced the 
proposal that the government bring in 
an expert to Investigate the general 
taxation situation here and to advise 
the government upon reorganisation 
of administration eipsndltures and 
tax levies. H« smphoslsed the Irrita­
tion which he told exleted with regard 
to the burden which the general pub­
lic and tha business Interests of the 
province were celled upon to bear and 
thought that the strictest economy 
In the administration of governmental 
affaire wee now necessary.

Mr. Kidd referred to the expend)- 
tiirAa in other provinces by the local 
governments and declared that the 
nation here warranted close study and
^Reply/ng? Premier Oliver told the 
a»rmfktlon that owing to pressure of

SnSi'^ottar'^t0^;

'lOlr endeavored to work along that 
. He referred to the saving In sal-

expense which had '----------- --------
InsT—

Snn»hLodnnartm<mt* *the work in the* 
«p1*?»663 Reeerve and in the merging;

warden's department with 
^nat of the provincial police.

„to abllormal conditions and 
the new demands which the govern­
ment could not absolutely Ignore, ex- 

. not bej reduced as we 
would like,” he added. "However, we 

cutttng down as fast as possible. 
Commissions of enquiry have not prov­
en very fruitful m the past and it 
seems to me that it is not so es­
tent *1 to get expert advice as to apply 
the knowledge of condition* which we 
already have."

The Board of Trade deputation, 
which was accompanied by Aid. Kirk 

1 of Vancouver, proposes to go Into the 
situation at greater length and will 
make a report to the board within a 
short time.

HE TELLS MINING MEN
Hon. John Oliver Defines Position of 

Government on Taxes.
Victoria, April 6.—Premier Oliver 

held out little hope to the mining men 
yesterday of any material reductions 
In the mining taxation, apart from the 
concessions which Hon. John Hart has 
already provided for. Last year the 
government charged the mining inter­
ests a two per cent, royalty, such as 
had been in existence for several years, 
but in addition levied a 10 per cent, 
income tax and a supertax. Tills yèar 
it is proposed to charge an alternative 

; tax of the larger of the two.
The minister of finance proposes, 

however, to provide more exemptions 
! to the income tax, such as depreciation 
on plant, salaries of resident directors, 
etc. This week the mining interests > 
met the House mining committee, and 
as a result of the conference the com­
mittee recommend the abolition of the 
income tax on mines, and its replace­
ment by an increase of the two per 
cent, royalty. Falling that, the com­
mittee considered that further addi­
tions should be made to the income tax 
exemption list, in order to Include 
mine exhaustion, mine development, 
and Interest on capital borrowed out­
side of the province.

The representatives of the mining 
interests meeting the government yes­
terday included Mr. J. J. Warren, Os­
car Larhmund, G. W. Wooster, J. E. 
Sears and A. B. Clabon. They made 
out a strong case for special treatment 
for the mines on the claim that heavy 
taxation at present would prevent fur­
ther expansion of the industry, and 
indeed might stop production in many 
of the low-grade propositions.

Premier Oliver pointed out to the 
deputation that the province had cer­
tain obligations to meet, otherwise It 
would be a defaulter. The only ques­
tion to be considered was equality of 
distribution of the tax burden. If the 
mining men thought that the mining 
taxes would close down the industry 
then the situation would only . bring 
provincial bankruptcy that much 
nearer.

It la understood that the government 
expresed a willingness to add develop­
ment expenses to the list of Income 
tax exemptions, but would go no fur­
ther from the concessions already 
made by Hon. Mr. Hart. These con­
cessions will be made retroactive to 
cover last year, it is said, and the 

j major supertax will not apply.

PLANS TO MOVE 
MINE EXHIBIT 

TO FRONT
J. W. Weart's Speech Con­

tains Many Suggestions 
for Government.

Complains at the Inaccurate 
Way Farm Statistics Are 

Obtained.

Would Deposit Municipal 
Sinking Funds With the 

Finance Minister.

57 29

Eighty Million Dollars on 
Deposit in British Co- I 

lumbia Banks.
Victoria, April 6.—A change in the 

system of taxing mines, the removal 
of the printing plant of the govern­
ment from Its present quarters in order 
to provide space for a fine mineral ex­
hibit, and the deposit of municipal 
sinking funds with the minister of 
finance, were proposals by Mr. J. W.
Weart in a speech on the budget in 
the Legislature yesterday. ,

Referring to the mining taxation ,

I
per cent, ore royalty tax basis unfair 
and inequitable. Instead he advocated 
a fair allowance for exhaustion, de­
preciation, Interest on borrowed capi­
tal and for development; also that 
after paying a profit of 7 per cent all, 
surplus profits should be divided be­
tween the crown and the owners on 
fair rates, 26 to 60 per cent, going to 
the crown.
BAMX DEPOSITS HEBE.

After paying a compliment to the 
minister of finance for his able presen­
tation of the general taxation situa­
tion, Mr. Weart turned to that por­
tion referring to revenues from banks. 
Cash received from this source during 
the last fiscal year, he said, was $116,- 
500. These sources of revenue were 
sixteen head offices and 167 branches 
of hanks, which have now been re­
duced, with indications of further re­
ductions. This tax revenue received 
was based upon the old tax plus the 
surtax, and "will equal the present pro­
posed tax providing for $3000 tax levy 
rn main offices and $500 for bank 
branches. Mr. Hart In his budget 
speech had referred to the alternate 
statement to be made by the banks 
last year. Most of the banks. It was 
said, prefer a tax levied upon deposits, 
but this will fail to satisfy the larger 
lianks, and the tax as levied bore more, 
heavily on the smaller banks upon the. 
volume of business done. Mr. Weart j 
pointed out that one-quarter of one 
per cent, of the bank deposits of Brit­
ish Columbia would net $200,000 or 
more, as there are more than $80,0' ‘
000 on deposit in this province. 
AGOBSŒATB TAXATION.

The speaker said he was glad to! 
note Hon. Mr. Hart's statement that a 

I revision of land taxes Is proposed by 
the government The total of real 

! property taxable by the province Is 
♦181,694,000. and of this $26,600.600 is 
classed as "wild" property, he said. 
Quoting further, Mr. Weart said that! 
the total (districts) Municipal Tax on 

; the returns of 1910 was $130,694,000,
I while the total (city) Municipal Tax 
was $266,841,000, or double the amount 

! of the provincial tax—then it Is ap­
parent that the total realty of this 
province has a value of over $629,000,- 
000, he said. An astounding condition 

1 of affairs has existed for a number of 
years past owing to the large number 
of small parcels of land assessed by 
the crown. In this province, said the 
South Vancouver member, there are! 
10,341 parcels paying 26 cents per an­
num, 6368 paying from 26 to 60 cents. ‘ 
9419 paying from 60 to 76 cents and 

I 13,766 paying from 76 cents to $1 per 
j annum. He ventured to state that it 
cost more money to collect from the 
16,700 parcels In the first two cl&sslfi- 

I cations than the actual tax revenue 
i amounts to. Surely, he said, section 
S3 of the Assessment Act should be 
amênded, making a minimum of $1 

annum on any and all parcels of

Discussing the advisability of mov­
ing the King's printer from his pres­
ent palatial building to less valuable 
quarters and utilising the present 
printing premises for the department 
of mines. Mr. Weart advocated the 
commonsense underlying such a move 

: The new estimates show, he said, that 
the cost of the printing department 
for the fiscal year will be $163,000. He 
was not in a position to analyse this 
amount, but concluded that under the 

| efficient management of the King's 
; printer and the able supervision of the 
provincial secretary, that economy will 
be practiced. He raised the question 
then of removing the printing plant 
from Its quarters in the handsome 
front wing of the Parliament build­
ings. This printing department, he 
said, is housed in the most expensive 
printing office premises in thé world— 
while one of the beet mineral exhibits 
in the world le lying unknown and 
rarely visited In Inadequate premises 
upon a back street Either this ex­
hibit should be closed up or should be 
given equal prominence with the pro­
vincial museum, he said, advising Hon. 
William Sloan, minister of mines, that 
he take whatever steps are necessary 
in conjunction with the provincial sec­
retary toward having the exchange

UVBIUA1U FIOUBES.
Referring to the agricultural situa­

tion, Mr. Weart made it evident that 
he deep not hold a very high opinion 1 
of some of the methods by which the 
department secures its statistical In­
formation.

He found In Bulletin No. 16, Issued 
for 1917, that there are supposed to } 
i t>e in this province^ 37,600 swine as 
! against 730,000 in Alberta; 43,800 
[ sheep as against 276,000 In Alberta; ; 

49,000 dairy cows as against 326,000 
in Alberta—or in other words, the 

i amount of cattle within this province, 
including dairy cows, calves, steers, 
bulls, etc., are given as 240,000, as 
against 1,615,000 in Alberta. But. 
said the speaker after looking over 
these returns and interviewing the, 
statistician of the agricultural depart­
ment, in order to learn the basis of 
this figuring—he received the most . 
amateurish answer Imaginable. He 
was told that more than 19,000 inquir­
ies were sent out to British Columbia 
farmers asking them to report, and, 
reports were made in 46 per cent of 
the cases. Then, the totals of cattle. H 

i sheep and swine reported was divided 
by 46 and multiplied by 100—by which 

I process the statistician derived the 
: figures quoted in the bulletin. 
i Deprecating this method of calcula­
tion, Mr. Weart said In the first place 

1 there is no such number as 19.000 
farmers In this province, and, It is a 
safe assumption that the larger far­
mers would make the requested return 
to the government It is safe to say 

i that 20 per cent of the number who 
~ would more than equal the k

* i
t

i m
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cattle owned by the remaining 54 per 
cent, who did not make the requeated 
return. Upon thle liasls. which he 
thought reasonable or at jWf tnuteo 
amateurish, said Mr. Weart. the cattle 
sheep and swine of British Columbia j 
would not exceed 140.000 head, or 10 
per cent of the figures of Alberta.
oh mnficxFAXi debts.

On the question of municipal sink­
ing funds, the speaker said that of 28 
district municipalities within the Prov­
ince, nine have no debt ten have no 
deficit In sinking fund, while nine have 
a deficit aggregating 8272,000. 01! the 
city municipalities four have no debt 
two are not known, thirteen have no 
deficit and sixteen have a deficit ag­
gregating fl.800,000. Combined, this 
municipal sinking fund deficit is 81.- 
569,000. On December 81, 1916. there / 
was 84,220.000 to the credit of city 
municipalities and $841,000 to the 
credit of district municipalities, mak­
ing a total sinking fund account pf 
that date of $6,181,000. In thia con­
nection Mr. Weart urged that sec­
tion 191 of the Municipal Act be 
amended by making it compulsory for 
each municipality to deposit sinking 
funds with the minister of finance who 
could allow 5 per cent, on them, giving 
the municipalities an increased profit 
over savings interest of over $90,000 
a year. The province also would save 
the difference between 5 and 6^4 per 
cent or over $90,000, thus effecting a 
direct saving of more than $180,000

CULTIVATION OF
INDIAN RESERVES

F. W. Anderson Scores Com­
mission for Expensive and 

Inadequate Report.
Victoria, April 6.—Co-operation be­

tween the Provincial and Federal gov­
ernments In order to bring under cul- : 
tivation the Indian reserves of the 
province, particularly those lying 
along the railway lines, was advocated 
by Mr. F. W. Anderson of Kamloops 
in a discussion on second reading of 
the Water Act amendments yesterday. 
Incidentally the member severely 
scored the Indian commission for hav- . 

lng failed to bring In an adequate ré 
port. Said Mr. Anderson:

"We were to have a solution of thl.

firoblem given us through the no* 
nfamous Indian commission, whict 
completed Its labors with the fall oi 

the Bowser Government Where, oh 
where, is the infamous report now? £ 
remember last year It was placed on 
our desks and Just as suddenly re­
moved therefrom. I presume that the 
removal was due to the fear that the 
shock of this $850,000 report would be 
too much for the then many new and 
inexperienced members of this Legis­
lature. I will be personally Interested 
in considering the result of the work 
of the Indian commission in an en­
deavor to learn if it is possible, if 
there is any practical result of the 
work of the notorious and rapacious 
members of that commission commen­
surate with the expenditure of so 
much money. I am safe, I think, in 
presuming that we will hear on the 
floor of this House that the poor old 
war Is to be blamed for the shattered 
hopes^ of this sometime grotesque !

The Kamloops man got a good deal 
of enjoyment yesterday in poking fun 
at Mr. Jones of South Okanagan for 
his criticism of the water amendment.
In more serious vein he replied to the 
attack which the Okanagan represen­
tative had made on the measure and 
claimed for it practically all the vir­
tues which Mr. Jones had considered 
It lacked. He suggested that if Mr. 
Jones believed that Okanagan road ex­
penditures would be useless unless the 
Irrigation companies were given gov­
ernment assistance, the minister of 
work» might perhaps give the road 
money to the companies, in which 
event the South Okanagan represen­
tative would last with his constituents 
about as long as a snowball In the hot 
sun.

Mr. Anderson was Inclined to think 
that the 1914 Water Act of Mr. Ross 
was a creditable measure. He denied 
that the new amendments would raise 
the irrigation costs tv twelve dollars 
an acre as suggested by Mr. Jones, 
contending that if the charge went 
above five dollars, then the tap should 
be turned off. >

Dealing with the proposal from Mr. 
Jones that the government protect the 
bond holders of irrigation companies, 
he continued:

“The argument advanced that the i 
bond holders are not being sufficiently 
protected was not well considered by 
the honorable member for South 
Okanagan. People who have Invested 
in irrigation corporations have done 
so with their eyes open and the fun­
damental principle prompting this 
government is that their duty first 
and foremost is to protect the tiller 
of the soil. This present unfortunate i 
war 1® w°rked in and blamed by my 
honoraMe friend In his twilight under' 

Î2Z. the flnanc,al condition C the irrigation corporations in **-- 1 
British Columbia. I

him BAS_or

amples of where this argument can 
not be sustained. In connection with 
the organization of the Kelowna Irri­
gation Company, the manager of the 
now defunct Dominion Trust took a 
considerable Interest and as a result 
of the failure of the Dominion Trust 
Company a large sum representing the 
sinking fund for bonds floated by the 
Kelowna Irrigation Company was 
wiped out and has gone forever. The 
same may be said in regard to the Co­
lumbia Valley Orchard Company, 
which was also a baby of the Domin­
ion Trust Company. The member for 
Columbia can probably give this House 
a better picture of the desolation 
caused when this orchard company 
went to the wall.*1
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POWERS WILL 
BE BROADENED

Commissioner Findlay to 
Administer Act Under 

Attorney-general.

Request of Prohibition Dele­
gation Refused Suggest­

ed Amendment.
Victoria, April 8.—Prohibition move­

ment representatives were successful 
today in their attempts to Induce the 
government to pass legislation forbid­
ding the sale outside of the province 
of liquor brewed or distilled within 
British Columbia,

Under the existing Prohibition Act 
a brewery or distillery is able to sell 
liquor to points outside of British Co- j 
lumbia from which British Columbians I 
may purchase, the liquor never actually ! 
leaving the province, but upon order 
of the outside firm, being delivered 
direct from the brewery to the home 
of the consumer.

The deputation which discussed the 
question with Attorney-General Farris, 
assumed this was virtually an evasion 
of the act, and should be eliminated 
by amendment to the prohibition legis­
lation. They also sought to have the 
right taken away from British Colum­
bia agent of outside firms to take 
orders for liquor.

The attorney-general pointed out 
that the Dominion order-in-council did 
away with both conditions complained 
of and while it was true that the 
order-in-council was only to extend 
one year after the war, the prohibi­
tionists would be free to bring the sit- 
uatlon before the government at an­
other session.

He intimated that the only amend­
ments to the act this year would be 
those related to administration and 
that It was not Intended to alter the 
principle of the act this session.
SOME AMEHDMBHTS.

Among the amendments to be intro­
duced within the next week will be 
one covering the curious situation 
raised by a recent Judgment in which 
Commissioner Findlay was declared 
not to have any legal status.

He Will now be given express au­
thority to administer the act under the , 
attorney-general. Provision is to be 
made that manufacturing establish-, 
ments and captains of vessels may i 
keep a small amount of liquor on hand 
for emergency purposes, such as acci- j 
dents.

Manufacturers of extracts and per­
fumes will be given wider latitude to 
have alcohol on their premises neces­
sary for operation. A clause Is to be 1 
Inserted to the effect that a ' report 
from a provincial analyst shall be ac­
cepted as prima fade evidence of the 
strength of any liquor shown as ex­
hibits in court proceedings.
EAT MATH LXQUOB.

Formerly permission given to apart­
ment house tenants to have liquor, ap­
plied only to apartment blocks in cit­
ies. It is planned now, however, to 
allow this privilege to all apartment 
blocks within the meaning of the act, 
whether within cities, towns or muni­
cipalities and they will be known here­
after as apartment houses.
1vPo.!p,er wm ** *,ven the Police au­
thorities to confiscate any liquor il­
legally kept. Under the present act 
confiscation could only take place if 
the liquor was illegally for sale. In 

j future it need not be necessarily for 
sale to render it liable for confiscation.

! This morning’s deputation comprised 
Messrs. John Nelson. Rev. J. 8. Hen­
derson and Cecil Killam. It was in­
troduced by Gerald G. McGeer, M. P. P
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Soldier Member of Legisla-j
ture Describes How Roads ; 

Are Abused.

Solemn Warning to Premier 
of How Public Will Judge 

the Liberals.

“Slimy Monster of Patron­
age” Is Led Out for After­

noon Airing.

Member Suggests Mrs. Ralph 
Smith Should Be Taken 

Into Cabinet.
Victoria, April 8.—Lieut. Frank J. 

Mackenzie Is willing to admit that 
Hon. John Oliver Is about the best 
man among the Liberals for the Job of 
premier, but he is far from agreeing 
that the administration is all that it 
ought to be. The returned soldier 
member, back from service overseas, 
spoke to the House yesterday In the 
budget debate. He issued a solemn 
warning to Premier Oliver that after 
all of the stories which the Liberals 
had told about the Conservatives and! 
had beguiled the people Into believing, 
the public was now keeping close 
track of the administration and was in 
a critical mood. The people would put 
the Premier to the acid test, said the 
Delta khaki-clad representative.

Meantime Mr. Mackenzie promised 
that he would support every govern­
ment bill which appeared to him to b* 
In the general public Interest. He of­
fered his congratulations to Hon. Mr.

: Oliver and said that his elevation was 
i merited on account of hie ability as a 
; leader and bis long service to the; 
party. He praised Mr. Weart of South. 

! \ ancouver for his budget speech, ; 
i which Mr. Mackensle characterized as 
showing close study of the banking 
and financial situation and given by ai 
man of political independence who ! 
had his ear to the ground. Proceeding, 
the member urged that ample provision 
be made by the Legislature for Sir 
Richard McBrides family in view of 
the great service which the late 
Premier had given to the province. 
MBS. SMITH nr CABXHHT.

deprecated the fact that John 
Oliver, a farmer himself, had seen fit 

E ^ he»vy burden of taxation 
J-he farming industry, appearing 

t?«re5ard as the milch cow.
He advocated that the women of the 
**?£"«• J.ecellî, ^Presentation in the 

««K U,,eef,.nr Mre- SmithiVLAuch.a Position, and asked for 
changes in several acts, particularly to 
relieve soldiers and sailors from pro- 

le*tter?*,.of administration, 
f™rt etc- The member also pro- 

‘hat protection be given the 
game of the province by the retention 

5am* wardens, pointing out Î5Ï ,of Brlu^h Columbia
jJJJ a wonderful asset to the prov-

(w™„C0^der<5d that either Fred An- 
rM?.,-ffuKaml?îpe or D- Barrow of 

* ,00d m,nl-

another ^ Pne farmer upon
another. It forced the grower of the 
province to go hat In hand to the min- 
n*nr,l*«(nifr»«U tUr* ,n °/*W to °htaitl 

1eede and ,f the 
rammer lost favor at court he ‘lost

"HEADS DBOPPXHa.”
The “slimy monster of patronage" 

orept Into the House yesterday. Lieut.
Mm iKS, bpld demeanor, led
him In, but hardly had he exhibited the 
SJ2SSJJ2? j" J,1®.tearfu! aspect when he 
whisked it suddenly out of sight. He 
observed that the time should soon 
nîîî>M^he# railways would stop the 
Practice of giving campaign funds to 
5®^h parties. AIT thxt Premier Oliver 

j W0Jld “y was ;That%rlch." 
j.. ,¥r’ Mackenzie declared that the! theXyndmR°,nH^l*h‘' 7“ abroad in 
i the land and heads are dropping into

!!?? 11 fV£ ** ,h* «overnment
can cut them off. Then the speaker 
turned to the public works esthnatesi 
hï ünJ*tÜJ>0lIUIn,r out that -here*., 

,?*"• the eov*rnment had Site!* the cract ee of showing the 
“‘ft™tt.appropriations In the aitl-1
uôn înmnZi n,w edmlnl.tra-

' 4î7 oJX?îïV>* ‘ft*1 together at «1.- 
nf rnl^i.t0L£he jothtraaneg and rapalr 
shnwfn»* wharves and bridges without 
dl«rlot h would b* «Kent in any



DISTRICT APPROPRIATIONS.
“I may get the million In Delta, but 

: more llîtely I will receive the odd 
forty dollars." the speaker observed. 
"But-why this gag? Am I not entitled 
to know what I am to receive or what 
other districts will get? This looks 
to me like a big jack-pot for the mln- 

■ later of nubile works to handle. For in­
stance if I am awarded forty thousand 

! for the needs -of Delta, how am I to 
know that the member for Richmond, 
with his taking ways, will not come 
across the river and separate Delta 
from five or ten or twenty thousand 
of it unless our appropriation Is shown 
In the estimates?”

He suggested that perhaps the road 
appropriations were being lumped this 
year in view of the by-election in Vlc- 

' torla, the one for the new minister 
! of agriculture and the prospective el- 
| ectlon of a new minister of coloniza- 
[ tlon. .........— —,

Turning to the Individual needs of 
Delta. Lieut. Mackenzie advçvated the 
expenditure year by year of a spéci­
fie sum for the laying of a permanent 

' highway such as of concrete, north 
and south t-hrough the riding. He eall- 

! ed Delta the Belgium of British Co­
lumbia becauae it was the victim of 
a tremendous north and south traffic 

I which destroyed its raods. particularly 
! during the wet winter season when 
\ there was little or no frost in the 

ground. Delta should get better terms 
} from the government, he claimed.

CALTSIM 
0FEC0N0MY

W. J. Bowser Criticizes Mr. 
Farris* Policy Regarding 

Province's Game.

Produces Figures to Show 
Department Operated 

at Profit.
Victoria, April 9.—That the proposed 

changes by which' the game depart­
ment is to be merged with the police 
force of the province will bring about | 
thet deterioration and perhaps the ( 
elimination of the game of the prov-j 
Ince was charged by Mr. W. J. Bowser 
In discussing the Game Act amend­
ments cn second reading yesterday. 
The opposition leader reviewed the his­
tory of game conservation in British 
Columbia under the administration of 
the old government, and compared 
this with what he termed the penurious 
and penny-wise pound-foolish policy of 
the new attorney-general.

Had the game wardens been amalga­
mated with the fire wardens, whose 
duty takes them into the woods of the 
country he Would not have been sur­
prised. he said, but to merge the de­
partment with the provincial police, 
whose duties were of an entirely dis­
tinct and separate character, appeared 
to be fpollsh. Mr. Bowser commented 
on tke fact that the government was 
apparently still wrestling with the 
gréât question of whether the police 
were to be uniformed or not.
PROFIT OR OPERATIC*.

Mr. Bowser considered that the pro­
vincial police would have enough work 
with the duties of their own depart­
ment without attempting to look after 
the game of the province. In the past 
they had always been told to look after j 

, the game, but this wad never to the 
exclusion of their own duty as police­
men, as It might be in the near future. 
The speaker alluded to the Importance 
of the game of the province as a great 

! natural asset. He detailed the history 
t of the department from Its commence­

ment thirteen years ago, up to 1916, 
when more than forty wardens were 
employed. He produced figures to 
show the amount of revenue received 
after the license system came Into ef­
fect in 1913. In the four years from 
1913 to 1917 the revenue totalled $353,- 
000, and the expenditure $262,000, 
showing a profit of over $100,000 for 
the period. During the past fiscal 
year the surplus was at least $13,000. 
Mr. Bowser praised Mr. Bryan Wil­
liams, former game warden, as an effi­
cient officer. He charged that the 
policy cf the attorney-general in doing 
away with a revenue-bearing depart­
ment was foolish.
SPOILING THE FUTURE.

He gave an account of what hadj 
been done in the past In bringing thej 
pheasants, red deer and elk, and then : 
pointed out that the attorney-general, j 
in order to save a winter’s hay. had 
decided to give the elk to \ the j 
Dominion Government fow shipment to 
Alberta, despite the fact that thé old 
government had procured them at,' 
great expense and trouble from Wy-‘ 
oming. This “spasm of economy" < 
threatened to be direful for the big i 
ante idea, but fortunately several ; 

persons in Vancouver, who were In- L 
Iterested In game, put up a sum out of j 
their own pockets and sent the elk to | 
he Ltllooet game reserve, although ? 
he animals were being turned out latefc 

the fall »t the wrong time of tho1 
ar and at l*Mt .to? »oon.

__Jowser read" an editorial" Tfdtn
I the Vancouver Sun in which the 
! attorney-general was scored on ac­
count of his policy in this connection. 
The speaker freely charged that Hon. 
Mr. Farris was threatening the future 
of the big game of the province by his 
failure to appreciate the possibilities 
of the situation and expending a few 
dollars in the present to bring back 
many more in the future. The merg­
ing of the game wardens with the 
police, who would have little time or 

'inclination for game protection, would 
mean the ruin of the province as a 
great game country, claimed Mr.

59

BOATS FROM B. C.
Admiralty Finds Vessels Too 

Slow and Will Not Convoy 
Them in Sub Zone.

Vlotorl*. April ».—J. a Mein- 
tosh, M. F., today wired from Otta­
wa to Hon. John Oliver that the 
Imperial naval authorities have 
advised the Canadian Government 
that the admiralty refuses further 
to convoy wooden ships through 
the submarine sone because they 
are too slow.

*ùr. McIntosh therefore advises 
Premier Oliver that construction 
of further wooden vessels In Brit­
ish Columbia will be stopped.

It Is understood that the Im­
perial Munition Board's yard at 
Ogden Point will be turned into a 
steel shipyard, for contracts for 
three vessels such as the Cough- 
lans are building In Vancouver are 
available for Victoria, It is under-

EVERYBODY DID 
IT, SAYS‘M. A.’ 
1 DEFENCE

[Various Campaign Contribu­
tions Received Were of 

Common Knowledge.

Declares Cowper and Dr. 
McIntosh Knew of B. C. 

Qectric’s $5000.

Vehemently Denies $15,000 
Was Other Than Personal 

Gift of Rod Mackenzie.

Speaker Assails Opposition 
Leader in Connection

With P. G. E.
Victoria, April 9.—M. A. Macdonald, i 

sturm centre of a score of bitter legle- 
lative and platform attacks, and a man 
who his Liberal friends in the House 
are confidently expecting will "come 
back,” in the political life of the prov­
ince, made a statement In the House 
this afternoon upon the question of 
campaign funds. He spokR particu­
larly with reference to the $15,000 con­
tribution from R. J. Mackenzie, re­
ceived through Dr. Mackensie, and 
customarily referred to as the “C.N.R.
1 $15,000.”

Attended by the close interest of the 
jHouse, the senior member for Van­
couver fully and freely described the 
situation leading up to his acceptance 
'on behalf of the Liberal party of a 
sum of money, which lie claimed was 
well understood at the time to be a 
private campaign gift from a well- 
known Liberal, and an election present 
to Liberalism, which had no strings 
upon It During the course of his 
explanation, Mr. Macdonald made bit­
ter references to Mr. J. 8. Cowper, 
fifth member for Vancouver. He also 
assailed W. J. Bowser. opposition 
leader, and more mildly rapped Dr. 
McIntosh, third Vancouver member. In 
Introducing the subject he said:

“The leader of the opposition In the 
P.G.E. debate. In warding off attacks 
on himself for hts connection with 

i half a million dollars which was 
boldlv set aside to procure the char­
ter for that railway, and to take care 

I of the Conservative party—twitted 
this side of the House, and mv»elf In 
particular, with having foi*
the Liberal party a cootrlbdftlon of 
$15,000 from the C.N.R. I inter­
jected at the time to eay that It was 

r hot Canadian Northern Railway
money, to which hé replied that the 
public understood where that money 1

»o* wo baiiwaV.
•Let me say here. Mr. Speaker, what 

I have eald before, that although with
n™^.’î-<’en.shle.flï on my shoulder, of - 
financing the Liberal party for th*
E-TS* «f contnbuttng
ft? Vm«mf£mone?r for that PurpomoonShu ! Trk and today etlll 
responsible for large sums, I have
but Inn 8fOUght nor obtalned a contri- 

utlon from any railway corporation
a Br,t,’h
sayTthi ',h,e è™<,er of .the °PPoeltlon 
says that $16,000 came from the C. N.
£*• thV11 11 m that Dr- Mackenzie swore . 
JjL-JJ* ™°*t oategorical and detailed 
ÎTf «ûLthal he dld not handle one cent 
of railway money, but only a personal contribution from R. j Mackeïîie 
that® nmy honorable friend suggest 

Mackenzle Perjured himself? 
If?® did not perjure himself—he told 
Darfflp/î? because It was understood . 
b®£teot!y that I would not accept a 
contribution from the C. N. R i jjj 
not seek that contribution—it was ac­
cepted not because It was, but berate 
It was not Canadian Northern money.
A ROVING COMMISSION.
.ha! Œrvvte
hiâa <r»üln*to m,ke •«“trfbuttoTi
his own money, not railway nna. 
TJ™. ;ondl;l™« attached. I wouhi. 
accept It for the Liberal party Juet as other contributlone were mcieniJv 
otherwise I would not. Dr. Meck?Mle’e 
ewom evidence was proof of that, if 
that statement Is not trus. and it was railway money, then Dr. Meckenilet!
* Perjurer. I am sure he did not oer- truth*1,vh#el'i. ' reP«at he told The 
cent of hi, he dec,ar=d ‘hat not one 

t°L railway money, tr :t "
the TI|i?0Ui d not have accepted It for 
nn?n,L V? B.arty- Lat «hit particular 
Mint., therefore, be eettled once and

elonWnr‘;d Investigating commis-
Onworâ ïlîT'.v over by Mr- Justice 
cnm^K, d *ha "hole scope of the 

I i *“ •*• If a contribu-
! Northern frSm the Canadian
Æ-o ffiSRe ss fi?r;e„ an

1 t nf^of that enquiry in
■Kv*It L f!it lrm£ the c°mmls- 
miHwin,. «♦ he had a roving com- 
ration al! B?ould V* 1 reneral Investl- 

“1 a” »lonr the line If It was
ündîî ,leeot„°o^Pt ihl* contribution 
fanT^-^^rlnUtu,.^

not'of fenders l0" Par,,ame”‘ a«« .

Quito "hire of this, Mr. Speaker 
that the honorable the Premier will SST “*»*"•• I «y i£S While i: 

miïn»r?2hmber °! the council, in nosssmrv sfsw •T?r-*h°»weraXernel Wh8r* la'«"aV

“Æ017SBD HIS ZEE.”
■Now. with your Indulgence, let me 

states10 an<)ther »haa«- » hae been
tteS/r* 2e
r ih.roi v"I* a contribution for the
XiE-FE VhHou-2^-“

M^o'do'not'k,'! tts<aa*led?nThose8wTio

memrr.'Ù!

1 srfoEiSP îiifM

rSWÆsDgSS''®
and th'i# t certain time and place,
ÔPh./^râeTr.tT™18- tor “ la

is ssk
”° SnVh^Thera1
”>«« of Lk |?*|Æ "=t o"« ole- 
line or syllable llndth? wort''
tlon that L fa.* baee 8ukkes-

OTHERS ltw^ JT.
rive ?0t °llled upon to to on and1 

frlhuH ,™ent of the «mpnlgn co» 
ï8done°h"°'“rhJmï'SFÏnySK'ï,J** ^ '

hîrher ,?î„^hrr0f «hï|,c.‘“°0,,;,t.8d- 1
E ^"dl^U^Vn^.^Ihr/eE :

ne I know the facta l. ,uiiîv *2
te;. hypA°nc;‘,yvird uv.ash «*«p «ô-
Speaker. I entered f amUl'Vf*!! mJfL ■ 
ment false In every particular containing a vile lnain.7oH«« t J*nd 
bea"]f«Mat"d,y ItUckM on thl/pte
tlomMrj..?te'iot.h5U,Wh.0LlnBrB-

name of'teu^wCln”* itramp" th,e

pS»te^:r ssre g? asis,** !
one. Speaking tor mbwif r!? rather by far have a Snift'-J wo2*6
lte„U,t"han,Tn;o,dÎSe.',t"05a "

a moment that It wae ■î,«Uwlhln'1 for 
i.lr. m suppress orêîiU!ry honrat d«"

B or oppose questionableWillâl r^TTSafcJr



the House that the accounts and estl- 
ntates as presented to the législature 
get out the current assets and lia­
bilities, as distinct from those of cap­
ital nature, in a clear and distinct 
way. There was no miscellaneous ac- 
aount totalling three or four millions 
as shown in the public accounts and 
estimates of other years. Every ex­
penditure was charged to a depart­
ment and the miscellaneous account 
amounted only to about forty er fifty 
thousand.

''Wow, Mr. Speaker, what TSave wt 
to say of the leader of the opposition, 
who has the hardihood to taunt me 
of the Liberal party on the question 
of campaign funds? Why, sir, he owes 
it to the generosity of the members 
on this side of the floor that he was 
not hailed before the bar of the house 
last session like a common culprit to 
either give particulars of a campaign 
contribution given in connection with 
obtaining a charter for a railroad, In 
connection with the most nefarious 
railway deal that was ever foisted on 
the people of this province, or be com­
mitted to the tower!

“The evidence given showed a prima 
facie case, not of a voluntary contri­
bution from an individual, but of a 
criminal act, because it is within the 
code. Individuals whether they are 
directors of a railroad, or a bank, or 
a joint-stock company, have a perfect 
right to contribute their own money, 
but they have no right to give, nor 
has anyone to take, contributions In 
consideration of public benefits to be 
received. What a fortunate man the 
honorable gentleman is! If such a 
prima facie case was made out against 
me, there would have been an inves­
tigation ordered before sunset.
Liberal party are scriptural—th< 
their enemies and chastise 
friends.
WHAT OP UHIOH OOVEinMEHT?

“I quite admit that It is well to 
avoid even the appearance of evil, and 
if both parties are bound by the same 
rules, it can be done and thus prevent 
contributions from any one connected, 
however remotely with railway enter­
prises. One of my first acts as at­
torney-general was to prepare under 
my supervision legislation to cover 
this very situation, and although for 
reasons not necessary now to state, it 
has not yet been introduced, I be­
lieve if will be at a later date and 
before the next election. The point
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campaign contributions that led this 
particular individual to make his; 
charge? Not at all, and I will tell you 
why. Information later developed of; 
a $6000 contribution from the B. C. j 
Electric, a corporation that always ; 
has business with this government and 
which last session had most important 
legislation affecting its interests before 
the House. That information did not; 
come through me—I would scorn to 
defend myself by a tutoque agreement 
at the expense of those with whom I 
fought side by side.
RiFEM to »*. mcintosh.

“But, now that it Is known, let me 
tell you that the fifth member for 
VrtKcouver, as well as every other 
Liberal candidate in Vancouver, had 
full knowledge of that contribution. 
Why did he not expose that if he was 
actuated by an honest desire to sup­
press questionable campaign contribu­
tions? That contribution was obtained 
by a member of the so-called Purity 
Squad in the city of Vancouver. The 
professional purist is usually garbed 
in the mantle of hypocrisy. Did the 
fifth member for Vancouver, who i 
"knew of that contribution from the B. j 
C. Electric, before the election, or j 
since, raise his breath against it? Not! 
at all. Why, if this $16,000 contribu-i 
tion from R. J. Mackenzie had been j 
dangled twenty feet above his head, 
he would show his usual agility and 
reach it by a leap in the air. Even if 
it were a straight gift from the Cana­
dian Northern Railway, he would never 
turn It down. Because, sir, if he 
would sanction, as he sanctioned by 
knowing of It and not objecting, a 
contribution from the B. C. Electric, a 
corporation which in all my years of 
looking after the finances of the Lib­
eral party for the province I never 
approached directly or indirectly for a 
contribution, would he not take it 
straight from the C. N. R.? Why, sir, 
would you believe it, another man who 
was quite satisfied over the receipt of 
that $6000 from the B. C. Electric was 
the third member for Vancouver (Dr. 
McIntosh), who publicly pretended to 
be particularly virtuous In that regard. 
He was like the fifth------ -— '

GIVE HONEST ANSWER
gnggewtioa of Kembw for Comox On 

th# Bond Question.
Victoria. April 9.—Commenting upon | 

the fact that he saw no mention of any | 
road appropriation to permit of the | 
tapping of the large agricultural area ! 
In the Comox riding, Mr. Hugh Stew­
art, member for Comox, suggestea to i 
the government in a budget speech at | 
— - 1 -‘-‘’i session that the settlerslaat night's session that the settlers ! 
In that section should bo told that 
additional transportation facilities are 
noT possible at this time.

Such an Intimation, coupled with a 
gentle hint to those most concerned 
to get out, would be at least an honest* 
thing, he said—better than to allow 
them to continue buoyed up by the 
vain hope that the long-expected fa­
cilities would be forthcoming.

That the farmer could be relieved 
of his taxation liabilities on farm Im­
provements as announced In the bud­
get speech was good new* to the 
member for Comox who urged that 
similar action with regard to the per­
sonal tax be taken. A system of local 
Improvement tax upon lands adjoining 
roads was advocated by Mr. Stewart, 
who pointed to the fact that With the Advent or end roau me ianus auj tuning, 
now valueless, would be given a value

theil-

all cant on this subject. The ques­
tion is as old as party government. 
Does anyone Imagine that the Union 
government at Ottawa carried on the 
last election without large contribu­
tions from wealthy individuals4 The 
member for Newcastle referred to a 
famous Liberal statesman in England 
who received £10,000 from Cecil 
Rhodes and that at a time when he 
had <mld concessions in South Africa. 
He did not mention the name, thougli 
he might have done so—Mr. Glad­
stone. You will know that he was 
probably quite as good a Christian as 
a certain preacher In Vancouver, whose 
Toryism so outran all other consider­
ations, that in the exercise of Chris­
tian charity he made me the subject 
of one of his sermons. He did not 
hurt me—character, if one lias any, 
can not be hurt. I make no further 
comment on that. Unjust attack, 
always carries its own reputation." 
NATIONAL BANK IDEA.

Referring to other subjects of pub­
lic importance, Mr. Macdonald

— ------------- —---------member for
Vancouver, the very quintessence of 
fine virtue so far as the public Is con­
cerned. You say I mention this fact 
in his absence, well. I hope he will 
soon be back as I wish him well and 
it can keep if he wants to deny it; but, 
he can't deny it. If there was anv 
doubt about the truth of It I would 
never mention it. I have never found 
that he or others had much regard for 
me, and I do not propose any more to 
be so solicitous for others as I have 
been. Their charges were made be­
hind my back, without any notice to 
me and I know of no reason why I 
should be particularly solicitous about i«h.m 11 « 1. „ fifll,   , . i

KNITS SOCKS WHILE 
THE MEMBERS TALK

his intended attacks last session, so 
that I might be present and know ex­
actly what he said and not be led Into
a false position.
OHXOANBBY, HB SAYS.

“I listened with amusement, not un- 
mixed with contempt, to a dialogue 
between the fifth member for Van­
couver and the member for Newcastle 
some days ago. When the member tor 
Newcastle stated that campaign funds 
have been received from corporation*
J" "!? wjU b,e, ln th« Mure,the fifth member for Vancouver with 
that unctloua air which Uriah'Keep 
couldl assume and with that find? 
trained modulated voice where Infléc­

his approval to Mr. J. W. Weart's
gestion for the establishment of
national bank. Mr. Macdonald was not 
willing to have a western provincial 
bank, but he considered that the na­
tional bank idea, which had been pro­
mulgated many years ago, was an ex­
cellent one. He pointed out that al­
though the capital of all the banks 
in Canada stood at about $112,000,000 
the clearing house returns annually
l*nn 1A lha f rllllnna Ua _____1 J__ ,

VICTORIA. April 9.—The 
Legislature experienced 
two innovatlong yesterday. 

It went into night sessions last 
night and Mrs. Ralph Smith 
started on a pair of socks for 
soldiers. She is now well ad­
vanced on one sock and makes 
good progress during the ora­
torical debates of the men mem­
bers.

ran to the trillions. He considered 
that a national bank would furnish a 
way for the Dominion to raise revenue 
for meeting war obligations. Under 
a national bank board of governors 
deposits and savings of each province 
could be used at home. Under the 
present system all questions of in­
vestment of deposit funds were de­
cided in the east and the directors 
”—1—■* — invest in Eastern

or in New York
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'are below estimates

not say that it was not wrong.' The 
assumption was that no matter what 
others might do, he at all events stood 
apart as one pure and undefiled, who 
would sooner lose the modulation of 
his voice than ever sanction a con­
tribution from a railway corporation 
Yet. I have told you of his knowledge* 
and sanction of the B. C. Electric con­
tribution, and far from condemning 
the man who got that contribution, 
he was his warm friend and supporter 
—they were companions in the purity- 
brigade. And the man who got it did

! dld f1r ye*rs when looking
|to.m gr£gSL£ra~-a”r “*

or Western Canadi
call loans. Mr. M____ _ ooau tnat
the credit of the country should not 
be loaned to the Individual for pri­
vate profit.

He spoke also with respect to tax­
ation. pointing out that the wealth 
of the province lay in its forests, fish­
eries, mines and agriculture, from 
which It should be possible to raise 
sufficient revenue under a proper sys­
tem of taxation. The old system 
meant Inequality of taxation, he 
claimed, and the new taxes were 
merely a doubling up of the old. He 
claimed that It was not sound to im­
pair capital by placing a ten per cent 
Income tax uprn the mining Industry 
particularly when this tax wa» vir­
tually upon gross profits. Suoh ta» I 
atlon should be on net profits, he said” 
NOT SO SERIOUS.

The financial situation of the pro-

r*™ rr„
«œSoo. 1Th,d,*w„W*î °bur<lenb0Uf

;,,cs,.,yeo«pA™«' ;nd

Tax Collection» Did Not Come Up to 
Expectations.

VICTORIA. April 10.—Tax collec­
tions during the fiscal year ending 
March 31 last apparently did not come 
up to the expectation of tho govern­
ment, according to returns which Hon. 
John Hart filed ln the House yester­
day In reply to opposition questions. 
The minister gave information with 
respect to timber licenses, poll-tax, 
game licenses, amusement tax, land 
taxes, mineral taxes, stumpage, roy­
alty and personal property tax. Most 
of the returns were only for the eleven 
months ending February 2R, and In 
almost every case the collections were 
substantially below the estimates. The 
poll-tax. however, was double the 
amount expected. The figures are:

Estimated. Collected. 
Timber llcen. $1,188.000 $1,063,610.83
POll taX......... -A* WAA AA
Game licenses .
Amusement tax 
Land taxes ...
Mineral tax .
StumL royalty 
Personal prop-

The estimate —____„— __.____
quoted above was for five months Mid 

I the collections for eleven months.

66.000
100,000
915,000
800,000
154,000

700,000

TIGTORIX. April 10.—F. A. Mc- 
IHarmtdof Victoria, barrister, has 
drawn II1HI. at the rate ot 1100 a 
month, from the attorney-gmeral'e de­
partment for drafting legislation, eald 
Attorney-General Karris In answer to 
questions by the lender of the oppost-
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READ 
i OF PREMIER 

BREWSTER
W. R. Ross Recalls Promises 

Subject of No 
Patronage.

on

Complains Government Has 
Done Nothing to Aid Steel 

Shipbuilding. <

M. A. Macdonald Believes 
Civil Salaries Can Be 

Greatly Cut.
VICTORIA, April 10.—At the rate of 

speed made in the Legislature yester­
day. the session will not be over much 

! before the end of the month. After 
several days of hard committee work 
the members yesterday afternoon sat 
back in their easy chairs and listened 
to two long budget speeches, one by 

: Mr. M A. Macd mald of Vancouver 
land the other by Mr. W. R. Ross of 
Fort George. The two of t.iem oc- 

j cupied all of the time from 2:46 to 6:4*

The major portion of Mr. Mac- 
, donald's speech was given in The 
Province yesterday. His comments 
upon the question of campaign funds 
and his discussion of the banking sys­
tem, future industrial development 
and the elimination of the British Co­
lumbia building in London did not 

i constitute his entire address, for he 
found time to start a drive against 
what remains of the old government. 
.Mr. Macdonald declared that no gov­
ernment with a more limited sense of 
responsibility than the former admin­
istration ever sat anywhere. Its cu* 
tier maiked an era of frenzied finance 
and buccaneering, an orgy of expendi­
ture, he said. He contended that the 
former government was responsible 
for the increased taxation and he com- ; 
pared its deficits, totalling eighteen _ 
million In five years, with the even 
balance sheets of other provinces in ; 
the Dcminion. He considered that thej 
civil salaries could be. cut by $300,000 
per year and added the comment that ; 
the great majority of the civil ser­
vants had considered their chief duty 
to be upholding the old government In

WHAT OP DRY-FABMIMO?
Mr. Roes dealt more or less genially 

I with the government yesterday. True, 
he had one or two sttarp passages 

I with Premier Olivet, but on the whole 
he seemed somewhat well disposed to 
the members on the treasury benches, 
although he did not forget to criticize 
than where he .law a chance to score 
a point.

Mr. Ross was very anxious to know 
what the government intended to do 
about the dry-farmtnr experiments In 
the province, but failed to elicit any 
Information front the Premier. He 
idllated upon the value of this trial 
at ûuilohena end other districts and • 
took the administration to task for 
neglecting to follow the matter up 
and use lands adjacent to the farm 
where the experiments were conduct­
ed. these lands to be thrown open to 
dry farmers, particularly for seed- 
grain production.

He complained about the lumping 1 
together in tha estimates of the pub- | 
lie works expenditures, pointing out | 
that he had never been asked for any i 
\dvlce In the expenditures for his rid­
ing nor wne he able to find out what 
they would tv ... , , _

Insofar as the criticism of J, S.
Cow per, as voiced by Mr. Macdonald 
was concerned, the Fort George mem­
ber naively remarked that he was 
quite willing to let the two Vancouver 
members fight it out between them­
selves and to "stew in their own

There had been hopes at one time : 
that the Cowper wing would become 
opposition, he remarked, but it was 
evidently now independent. The 
speaker twitted Mrs. Smith for having 
showed signs of coming out openly as. 
Liberal
MB. BBBWBTEB’E F BO ORAM ME.

Turning to the patronage question, 
he rebuked the government for falling 
to carry out pre-election promises. He 
read lengthy extracts from speeches 
of the late Premier Brewster on this 
subject, much to the discomfort of 
the government members who have 
already heard the same extracts two 
lor three times. Going from one to 
another of the government members, 
Mr. Rosa challenged them to show in 
any particular where they had kept 

►the Brewster promise of no-patronage.
Mr. Bell of Victoria promptly re­

marked that that very afternoon he, 
jmself, had been thanked by an old- 

Conservative for whom he had 
m.ned a situation.
'«Let me have hie name and photo," 

eld Mr. Ross. "He la a rare spec!-

T,

« member pointed out that the i 
government had not yet put into effect 
the much-vaunted Civil Service Act I 
of last session, nor had it apparently ' 
any intention of bringing into force 
the promised Election Act Amend­
ments, outlined by the late Premier 
It seemed apparent, he declared, that 
the government dropped all of these : - 
things with the death of Hon. Mr ! 
Brewster.

He reminded the government that the 
$18,000 Price-XVaterhouse audit report 
had failed to discover ecandnl against ' 
the old government, but had merely 
criticized the arrangement of funds in 
the lands department which arrange­
ment he noted was still In effect.
GHIFBUILDIWO PLANS. .

He declared that the lands depart­
ment had failed to grasp the oppor­
tunity to attempt to expand the lum­
ber industry such as had been done 
when the old government brought in 
its shipbuilding legislation. Nor had 
the new government done anything to 
get steel ships built here.

Alluding again to the matter of pat­
ronage, he tried vainly to get the 

; Premier to make a statement upon 
the subject, but Hon. Mr. Oliver de­
clined to give him any satisfaction ns 
to what course the administration 
would pursue.

•'Vou'll stick to your fifty-fifty 
basis." Interpolated Mr. Bowser to the 
Premier.

Nor would the Premier make any 
statement as to whether the Civil Ser­
vice Act would he put into force.

Mr. Ross outlined the possibilities of 
his riding, and urged the completion 
of the P. G. E. to Prince George, and 
on to the Peace River.

He strongly condemned the Land 
Settlement Board, stating that it 
should be eliminated. In this connec­
tion he read a resolution from the 
Smithers Liberal Association regret­
ting the failure of the government to 
take prompt and effective steps to 
settle Aie land problem, noting that 
politics Instead of ability entered Into 
the choice of board members, and, 
urging the northern members of the 
House to protest against the situation. ;
Mr. ltoss told the Legislature of one ! 
instance in which the Land Settlement 
Board had loaned a Victoria lawyer,
$2700 to assist in the cultivation of a 
subdivision near the city, on which ' 
there was not even a dwelling-house.
The expenditure of this sum of money . 
had brought under cultivation the 
large area of two acres.
BAHT MORE SPEECHES.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo adjourned the de­
bate, and will speak this afternoon.
Mr. Richard Wallis of Albemi will 
probably also speak this afternoon, 
with Mr. J. 8. Cowper and F. W. An­
derson of Kamloops tonight. Mr. Cow­
per is expected to deal this evening 
with the references which Mr. Mac­
donald made to him yesterday. The 
latter will not be present to hear the 
other X'ancouver member, as he left 
last night for Vernon to attend the 
bedside of a brother who has double 
pneumonia. Mr. Macdonald expects to 
be absent about a week.

The government has hopes that the 
close of the budget debate will come 
on Thursday, when it expects Mr. 
Bowser, and probably the Premier to 

i speak. Other opinion Is, however, that 
the opposition may prolong the de­
bate into next week, with each of its 
members taking a part. Present indi­
cations are that the earliest adjourn­
ment date possible is April 25. Last 
night's lotes and proceedings noted an 

! extension of the time for reporting 
: private bills to the House from April 
, n to April 16. It is possible that the 
'city of X'ancouyer Charter Bill will be 
reported to the House on Friday.

, Mr. Torsion Endorses Ü.
Victoria. April 10.-—The belief that 

the bill before the House to amend the 
Land Act would result In closer settle­
ment and eliminate speculation, was 
expressed by Mr. J. Yorston, Liberal 
member for Cariboo, who on Monday 
continued the debate on the motion for 
the second reading of the Act to Amend 
the I .end Act. the chief features of 
which are the withdrawal from pre­
emption of unaurveyed lands of th. 
province, the granting of email lease­
holds to men employed along the coast 

» In the flatting Industry, and a change 
Tin the duties required from a pre- 
amptor. by raising the amount of !m- 
Iprovement work to be done, while les­
sening the duration of the residence 
jterm.
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10W FALLS IN 
JULY THERE

F. W. Anderson Advises 
Against Hope-Princeton 
Line for Motor Route.

[Member Makes Spirited At- 
Attack Against “Shylocks 1 

of Society."

61
jAnderson of Kamloops, who, as might 
[be expected from a member represent­
ing that constituency, advocated the, 
choice of a route up the Fraser River 1 
to Kamloops and then up the North \ 
Thompson and into Alberta by way of 
"Yellowhead Pass. The advocates of 
the southern route, via Hope and 
Princeton, propose to reach Alberta by 
way of Penticton, Grand Forks, Ross- 
land. Nelson and the Crows Nest with 
an alternative route from the Kootenay 
via XVindermere to Banff. They argue 
that this route gives access to good 
scenic territory, rich mining districts 
and the agricultural sections of the 
Okanagan and Boundary. In addition 
such a road would provide side access, 
to Kamloops by way of Princeton and 
Merritt.

Last night in the budget debate Mr. 
Anderson took the other side of the 
case. He claimed that while $200,000 
had already been spent on the section 
between Silver Creek and Hope with 
an estimate for $600,000 to obtain com­
pletion to Princeton, it was likely i 
that the total cost of finishing thej 
road between Hope and Princeton 
would run over a million. He said the ! 
road would climb an altitude of five . 
thousand feet where snowballs would 
be found in July and where winter 
traffic was impossible. The Fraser 
and Thompson river route would not . 
be expensive, would give a longer 
transportation season, would serve the 
agricultural districts of Yale-Kamloops 
and Omenica and Fort George through 
connecting roads.

"We can not build a highway of any 
kind for joy-riding alone," he declar­
ed, In referring to the scenic advan­
tages claimed for the southern route.

Mr. Anderson had valuable advice 
for the House with regard to the fin­
ancial references in the Weart bank- 

ling speech. He said that Mr. XVeart 
might well have gone further in order 
to Include a criticism of the money­
lenders. He gave an instance of "note- j 
shaving" where the borrower got only l 
$800 on a loan of $1000 for three 
months. The interest worked out at 
60 per cent. These money-lenders, 
whom he called the Shylocks of socle- ! 
ty, should be licensed and also prohi­
bited from charging more than a rea­
sonable rate of interest. Mr. Ander­
son said he was against the practice 1 
of banks in levying compound inter­
est, a course which he claimed was 
illegal.

He advocated the adoption of a su- 
perannuation scheme for civil *er- i 
vants. He thought that the laws re- . 
lating to the Incorporation of com- { 
pan les and the administration of com- i 
panics should be uniform throughout | 
the whole of the Dominion. Although 
this plan might not have the approval 
of lawyers It would benefit the public. -

WILL FEEL FAMINE HERE
Advice Given Socialist Leader by Bus-

VICTORIA. April 11—In moving 
second reading of the bill conferring 
upon municipal councils the power to 
make available for food production 
purposes any unused arable lands ly­
ing within municipal boundaries. Pre­
mier Oliver explained he had brought 
the measure down to aid greater food 
production made necessary by the

J. H. Hawthomthwaite said promi­
nent business men had impressed 
upon him the fact that it would not 
be long till famine would be felt In 
this province. He pointed to food 
regulations already In this province 
and said it would not be surprising 
if by next July no more wheat would 
be permitted to be milled In Canada. 
He advocated, however, that more 
than the stipulated five days' notice 
be given before lands were taken pos­
session of. A considerable number of 
land and lot owners, he said, were sol­
diers. Mr. Hawthomthwaite urged 
that enemy aliens should be made to 
work on the land, Instead of in the 
mines under conditions as they now

A few observations were offered by 
the attorney-general, who said the re­
marks of the member for Newcastle 
were otit of place with the general 
proposition that the government had 
not gone far enough and then pointing 
out It was going too far.

VICTORIA. April 1L—Snowballs in 
July form an Insurmountable obstacle • jj 
to the Hope-Prtnceton .traneprovlnclal :*£■ 

fawny, In the opinion of Mr. F. W.

DICTAPHONES AT 
VICTORIA NOW

At Least They Figured in 
Acrimonious Debate Wed­

nesday Afternoon.
VICTORIA, April IL—XV. J. Bowser1 * 

took strong objection in the House yes- ■ 
terday to the proposal by C. F. Nelson L* 
of Slocnn for a smelter schedule inves-1 >• 
tlgation by a parliamentary commit­
tee. The opposition leader favored the : 
Hawthomthwaite amendment for an j 
enquiry by royal commission, charging t 
that the select mining committee of j 

I the legislature comprised members 
all of the same political faith, who 
Jumped at the call of the Premier. The 
resolution asked for investigation of 
the new schedule of smelter rates put 
into effect by the Trail Consolidate* < 
Company.

During the discussion of the motion 
there was a warm exchange between'. 
Premier Oliver and Mr. Bowser. The'* '

I
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II

of the opposition leader » 1th regard to 
the mining committee which Mr. Bow-, 
set had called a ' partisan committee 
controlled by the government, advised 
him to have his “dictaphones rear-
ra"fhe" only one I know of is the one 
put in my department after I left the 
government—I suppose for you to spy 
upon your own colleagues, replied Mr.
B°Therdictaphone in the attorney-gen­
eral's department is merely the com­
mercial talking-machine used for the 
dictation of letters.

The debate arose when the Premier 
stated that the Federal Government In 

x response to allied boards of trade of 
Nelson and other mining districts con­
templates the facilitating of an en­
quiry upon Die subject of Trail smelter 
charges. He therefore thought In the 
meantime that the select mining com- . 
mittee could Investigate and report to 
the House. As to the amendment of 
Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite demanding 1 
a royal commission investigation, the , 
Premier thought the committee might I 
investigate first, and if a case con­
taining sufficient evidence to warrant | 
a commission of enquiry was made . 
out, then the government would have 
no hesitation In ordering it.

To this Mr. Bowser objected most ! 
strongly, declaring the desire of the . 
government to fool the miners of the . 
Slocan into the belief tl>at they will 
get an investigation. He pointed out 
that the Legislature Is In Its dying 
days, and will probably prorogue 
shortly and the House would be dis­
missed before it were possible to even 
subpoena witnesses. The company's 
books must be overhauled by experts, 
witnesses must be summoned, if a real 
investigation is contemplated, he said, 
and he foresaw in the government's at­
titude a desire to ‘'sidestep" the issue.j

For the somewhat strong line of ar­
gument used, Mr. Bowser was called 
to order by the Premier, who charged 
him with provoking acrimonious per­
sonal debate in attributing improper 
motives to Mr. Charles Nelson, moveri 
of the original resolution. Mr. Bowser 
said he understood the inattef had al-1 
ready been caucussed, but the Liberal 
benches speedily refuted this state-

Mr. Hawthornthwaite, who Inserted i 
the amendment for a royal commission 
enquiry, said he thought the opposition! 
side of the House would be Justified 
in taking Premier Oliver’s assurance 
that the matter would be taken up by 
the parliamentary committee at once, 
and brought before the House again In 
report form before the House pro-

flon. William Sloan, minister of 
mines, adjourned the debate._________ ,

GRIZZLIES ARE 
GREATLURETO 

j ROCKIES
Perpetuate These Great, In­

offensive Beasts, Advises 
Mr. Buckham.

Legislators Shoulder Rifles 
and Enjoy a Big- 

game Hunt.

Opposition Is Wounded Even 
If No Pelts Are 

Hung Up.

Question of Whether Police 
Can Be Satisfactory 

Game Wardens.
VICTORIA, April H—Before the 

opposition would allow the (taras Act 
amendment, to go through eecond 
reading yesterday they forced the gov­
ernment to a division on the bill. Mr 
Hawthornthwaite of Newcastle voted 
for the government Mr. Speaker
RÎlnhWR'ÏÏl,«nc.‘rï“n ** t° how Mrs. 
In hoi Mi?ith.had voted- hut she rose 
that ahe1h.liii!Jin!V?unce to tho Houeo 
rppih8 thobe !e ed tj1® measure shouldgSgyspsBoutnumbered0"' cour«- w“
♦ w£?pre8ei?latl™ ®f the big gime dls-

Fnnk Voidey o^Atîîn^üd*?

Ee i.43sE
i Æ “™:Lhrcr?1Mv.T,inc,ai
s dsiird to1 T* ‘"d%£?d

the po,,ce

' force, with additions where necessary,1 
could readily nandle the duties of i 
game wardens in the place of the; 
wardens who were losing their status; 
In the service. He did not consider ' 
whether the police wore uniforms or 
not need excite the leader of the op­
position, as the constables would be 
quite as efficient with or without uni­
forms and if necessary when circum­
stances warranted they could remove 
the official garb. The changes pro­
posed In the bill would bring efficiency, 
he said.
BLAMED OLD GOVEEWMENT.

The member deprecated the slaugh­
ter and extermination of game in the 
southern parts of the province, a con­
dition which was also extending to 
the north. This had taken place dur­
ing tho old administration. With the 
dwindling of the game the department 
revenue fell also and It was a wonder 
it had been able to withstand the rav­
age® of the old government.

The Indian was a source of game 
extermination, said the speaker, and : 
although the regulations required it, 
the Aborigines never took out permits, 
They habitually slaughtered female 
and young deer for commercial pur­
poses. More than half of the licensed 
guides were Indians unsponsored, al- 

, though that was a requirement also 
of the regulations. Mr. Mobley told 
of a case where a foreign big game 
hog with an Indian guide killed no 
fewer than twenty-three bull cariboo 
head before he found a particular set 

; of horns he wanted. Such a prac- 
! tlce should be stopped. He proposed 
| that the administration of the Game ! 
Act be taken completely out of polt- 

j "tics, that the regulations be enforced 
strictly, and that game be given as , 
careful attention by the government 
as the farmer extended to his stock. ! 
AGAINST PIT-LAMPING.

Mr. Wallis considered the present 
Game Act fairly satisfactory. He 
urged strong measures against pit- 
lamping, so common on his district. 
He also asked for the protection of 
pigeons. Mr. Wallis was not In­
clined to agree with the proposed 
abolition of game wardens.

“Thou shall not sell” could be the 
only game law, thought Mr. Haw­
thornthwaite. If the sale of game 
meat was absolutely prohibited muclt 
of the trouble over the observance of l 
game regulations would be eliminated. 
He suggested In connection with the 
present bill that heavy license fees be 
imposed upon the non-resident big- 
game hunter. He also advocated 
bringing sheep, goat and mule deer 
from the Mainland to Vancouver Is­
land. Although willing to support the 
bill, the member expressed grave 
doubts as to the success of any sys­
tem whereby police were expected to 
do game wardens' work unless there 
was a considerable Increase In the 
provincial force.
JUSTICE PO* THE GRIZZLY.

Mr. Buckham of Coldmbia, sponsor 
of an amendment to repeal the *100 
non-resident big game hunting license 
and supplant It with a sliding scale of 
taxation for each head of big game 
killed, delivered a speech upon the 
game situation, demonstrating the fact 
that he came from a happy hunting 
ground district and was himself an 
"out-of-doors" sportsman of the first 
water. Around the grizzly bear of the 
Rockies he pictured a romance appeal­
ing to the sportsman's Instincts, plead­
ing that the grizzly be removed from 
the unprotected list.

"Every grizzly at large Is a valuable 
asset to this province, both as a lure 
and as a trophy, hence It Is short­
sighted folly for British Columbia to 
premit the poisoning, baiting, trap­
ping and shooting of these animals in 1 
unlimited numbers," he said. "This! 
animal Is treated as though It were the 
most destructive of beasts, when as a 
matter of fact It Is not only Inoffen­
sive to human being but harmless to 
livestock. Just so long as British Co­
lumbia hay grizzlies to make awesome 
tracks In soft ground or snow, to dig 
out gophers and rip up great rocks on

- mountain aides to the- danger -of all....
below—Just so long will keen sports-' 
men in all parts of the earth cast their 
eyes and thoughts toward the Canadian 
Rockies for u charming web of ro­
mance and adventure surrounds the

Fifth Member for Vancouver 
Describes “M. A." as 12 

Months Too Late.

Si

DENIES MONEY 
DISTRIBUTED 
TO MEMBERS

Cowper Claims Difference 
Between B. C. Electric and 
Mackenzie Contributions.

Former Went Into Liberal 
funds, Whereas C.N.R. Di­

rector's Money Did Not.

Reply in Legislature Today 
to Macdonald Speech 

of Tuesday.
Victoria, April 11.—J. S- Cowper this 

afternoon delivered his reply to the 
attack and explanation given to the 
Legislature on Tuesday by M. A. Mac­
donald on the clrcumsthnces of the 
C. N. R. director's contribution of 
$16,000.

Mr. Cowper denied that the former 
attorney-general had been taken by 
surprise over the C. N. R. charge, al­
leged that Mr. Macdonald had himself 
forced the enquiry, and drawn up the 
scope ot the commission, which had 
resulted in his resigning office. He 
declared that the former attorney- 
general had been hoist with his own 
petard, and had merely revived the 
matter in an effort to sully the mem­
ory of Hon. H. C. Brewster by making 
an Issue of the B. C. Electric contri­
bution, which had been accepted with 
the late Premier's consent.

Vancouver’s fifth member today al­
leged that there was a substantial dif­
ference between the two contributions 
—that the B. C. E. R. money "found 
its way into the funds of tho Liberal 
party, whereas the contribution made 
by this director of the C. N. R. did

ISSUES A CHALLENGE.
The speaker challenged any member 

of the House outside1 possibly Mr. Man- 
aon of Omlneca, to say that he shared 
In this money, which it had been stated 
had been distributed amongst the mem­
bers. Mr. Cowper spoke as follows:

"I must admit that In one sense the' 
attack delivered on Tuesday by M. A. 
Macdonald was not unexpected. My 
honorable friend some time ago, I am i 
informed, approached members of what 
he calls 'The Purity Squad' suggesting 
that they should attack other members 
of the government beside himself. Ho 
specially singled out the name of the 
late Premier In connection with the 
contribution which the British Colum­
bia Electric Railway is alleged to have 
made to the Vancouver and Victoria 
campaign funds, While my friend’s ; 
speech was ostensibly an attack upon 
myself and my absent soldier col­
league, Dr. McIntosh. I quite recog­
nize that it was in essence an attack 
upon members of the government—and 
a very effective attack, too. With the , 
government's side of the case it would 
be presumption on my part to deal. 
Doubtless the government Is as well 
able to take care of itself as I am of 
myself and of my friend Dr. McIntosh. 
"OLD STUFF" HE ALLEGES.

"I am not speaking In any sense of 
bitterness or hard feeling. It la 
true I have not, and I trust I may1 
never have, & reputation for piety such 
as my honorable friend has. But I 
am anxious to accord lilm his due. 1 
did not interrupt him, not oven when 
he transgressed the rules of the House 
—not to mention the boundaries of 
knowledge—to picture me as a Uriah 
H*eep, who would leap twenty feet In 
the air to seize $15,000 as a gift from 
the C.N.R My friend was not even 
original In picturing me as Uriah 

j Keep. Another political K. C., Mr. 
George H. Cowan ôf Vancouver, with 
whose emoluments and profits from the 
wreckage of the Dominion Trust Co. I 1 
have had several occasions to Inter- 
fere, had so named me In public court : 
without protest from the presiding 
Judge some weeks ago. If my friend i 
can find any comfort In calling me j 
names, he might claim that name for 
me as a judgment of the Supreme 

. -.WJhAt. I might do muter the
stress of temptation neither my friend 
nor even myself can say In advance. 
But I will nay this, that as far as the 
C. N. R. was concerned my friend care­
fully removed all temptation from my 
path. So far, J am thankful to say, 
neither money nor office has proven 
any lure to me. So I will not stoop 
to follow my friend Into the realm of 
personalities and abuse. I will merely 
remark of him In the words of his 
counsel In his final plea before Mr. i 
Justice Gregory, 'He Is a young man, 1 
and he has lots to learn In his career 
as a politician/
OLIVE* ABSENTED HIMSELF.

"And now to deal as briefly and with 
as great courtesy as possible with the 
complaint of my nonorable friend 
against the treatment he received by 
this House and by the commission 
appointed by this government. My 
honorable friend's major claim is that 
he was taken by surprise and was led 
into making a denial of the charge 

‘ through a misleading version of the 
charge given to him by the present 
Premier. With the Premier’s side of 
the case I am not concerned. I think 
It may be significant that after being 
Informed of the statement which the 
former attorney-general proposed to § 
make to the House that the Premier 
absented himself from the chamber ’ 
while the honorable gentleman made , 
his statement.

"1 say that the honorable gentleman * 
la twelve months too lute, and a great 
number of years too soon. In making 
the discovery that he was taken by 
surprise in making his denial. Hon- £ 
orable gentlemen In this House , will y 

j recall that the words 1 used In np&insJ)



I
 the charge were, on motion of thla 

! House, taken down In writing, and that 
| the honorable gentleman had time to 
make a carefully-prepared written de­
nial, In the precise words, I have been 

; Informed, which Stç. John A Macdonald 
' used In denying the Pacific scandal.
IRRESPECTIVE OP AMOUHT.

"The words i used were reported In 
the press, were printed on the records 
of this House, were themselves the 
subject of a debate two days later 
when I discovered that In the exclte- 

! ment of the occasion I had used the 
figure 26 Instead of 15. Members of 
this House will recall that in that de­
bate, In which I explained my error, the 
honorable gentleman rose in his place 
in this House and repeated his former 
denial, adding that his former denial 

, stood good irrespective of the amount, 
whether <25,000 or $15,000, or one dol­
lar. And if the statements of several 
of the honorable members now sitting 
in this House arc correct, the honor­
able gentleman followed up this denial 
in the House by discussing the matter 
at a government caucus In which I 

! am informed the honorable gentleman 
| delivered an address of a semi-relig- 
lous character, repeated the denial 
calling the Almighty to bear him wit­
ness and likening hlfnself to the 

! Psalmist of Israel whose prayer had 
1 been answered and whose enemy had 
I been delivered Into his hands.

"And If a further opportunity were 
needed, my friend had it at the open­
ing of the enquiry at Victoria, where 
in the presence of several members of 
this House, my counsel recited th#.
8e* °f facts we proposed to prove, and 
which were proved. My friend sat In 
court beside his counsel. Did he then 
admit that he had been misled? No, his 
counsel rose on his behalf and speak­
ing with the responsibility of counsel 
stated: 'It Is absolutely untrue.*
WHO A8XBD PO» ENQUIRY?

"There Is a second ground of com­
plaint, and one which attacks the 
honor of this House and government 
as well as the honor of the Supreme 
Court of this province. I refer to the 
complaint of my friend the former at­
torney-general that he had been tricked 
Into an investigation which he des­
cribes as ‘a travesty of Justice,* 'an 
affront to every principle of decency,' 
and ‘designed to effect a sinister pur-

"Well, I ask: ‘Who ordered and ar­
ranged the investigation?* I certainly' 
did not. It was my honorable friend 
himself who pressed and asked for 
the investigation. As head of the de- , 
partment of Justice, it was he I pre­
sume who drew up the order-in-coun- 
ujl defining the narrow scope of the 

: I commission, selected the commission­
er, and saw to it that no crown coun- 

l eel was appointed to prosecute the 
! case against himself.
. "My friend had the benefit of two 
of the ablest counsel ht the bar, knit 
closely to him by the ties of personal 
friendship and admiration. His leading 
counsel, Mr. S. S. Taylor, K. C., declin­
ed a paid retainer to appear on my 

! behalf in order that he might place 
1 his services and abilities free of cost 
at the service of hie friend the at- 

! torney-general. In a very peculiar 
sense It was his own enquiry, and If 
he has suffered at the hands of the, 
commission he has been merely hoist ; 
with his own petard and I fall to dis- ' 
cern in the honorable gentleman’s 
complaint that spirit of British de- ; 
cency which he so warmly praised In 
himself.
AX.WAYS THE DIRECTORS.

"And then my friend takes comfort 
In the evidence of Dr. Robert Mac­
kenzie that the <16,000 contributed by 

. R. J. Mackenzie was not C. N. R.
I money. How Dr. Mackenzie knew that 
it was not C. N. R. money is not at all 
clear. On every other matter connect­
ed with the company Dr. Mackenzie 

I professed a blank ignorance. He 
claimad he was not an officer, and 
was not connected with the company. 

(Hë did not even know that. tor .years L 
Rod Mackenzie had been a director of 
the C. N. R. and the C. N. P. roads.

"But it is well known that railroad 
directors of the predatory type are at 
heart highly philanthropic and public- 
spirited gentlemen. They never give 
away company money; they always In­
sist on giving away their own private 
funds. Save the British Columbia Elec­
tric Ry. I have never heard of a rail­
way corporation In Canada which ever 
gave away a cent of its own monies 
to political parties. It Is always the 
directors who give away their private
funds. ,"We had a most illustrious example 
In (he ceee of the Pacific Great Eaet- 
ern Railway. It l« on oath In the 
highest court of thle urovIncebyMr. 
D'Arcy Tate himself, that the 1600.-
000 he handled for political purposes
was not the money of the Pacific Great 
Kaetein Hallway, but was hie own 
personal money that he gave away. 
And who would dare to suggest that 

'the philanthropic Mr. Tate had per­
jured hlmeelft Not my colleague, the 
former attorney-general. Oh no! My 
colleague has a peculiar streak of sim- 

Bfc ! -iicity In hie mental make-up. In the 
words of hie learned and admiring 
counsel at the close of the Gregory 
ennulrv 'He Is a young man, and he 
S3 to learn In hi. political

OMTIOMW OT TMISUHAL.
"The former attorney-general ha» 

one more grievance. He denounces the 
learned Judge who acted as hie com-
■MS? CXïTyh'iïiïryCOtîô

"outside^the^trtct^wMdlni of

the or^er-in-councinïë'Tiaa so care­
fully prepared. • A member of the Su- L 
preme Court bench some time ago 
told me th A he had just given, a 
judgment in which he felt that he 
must have done justice, because both 
parties weré dissatisfied with it And 
if it may comfort my friend and prove 
the even-handed manner in which the 
commissioner conducted 1 the enquiry,
I shall say that I had also felt ag­
grieved for precisely the opposite 
reason. I—perhaps an ignorant lay­
man—felt that the commissioner had 
interpreted too strictly the letter of 
his instructions, so that highly im­
portant revelations, as I thought, per­
tinent to the issue, were never made 
publia"May it interest members to khow 
that my friend’s counsel objected to 
the question asked of Dr. Mackenzie,
‘Who is R. J. Mackenzie?' and was up- 1 
held by the court. Counsel even ob­
jected to the question, 'Did you draw 
the cheque?' and to the question ‘Did 
you hand the <16,000 to Mr. Macdon­
ald?'"My friend's counsel capped his ob­
jections by inviting the commissioner 
to fine my own counsel for asking 
questions. The commissioner, after 
ruling that we were bound by Dr. 
Mackenzie’s answers and could not 
call evidence to contradict any part of 
his story, announced to the witness 
that he need not answer any question 
at all. and would not be punished for 
any contempt in refusing to testify.
The recital of Dr. Mackenzie s eva­
sions and of the huurs of argument 

; on technical object! ms to prevent the 
witness from helm; questioned would 
amaze this House. And yet my friend 
now attacks the commissioner for, I 
suppose, allowing the question to be 
asked as to whether the proceeds of 

•this <15.000 chejue were handed over 
to him as alleg .d.

And now, i ri conclusion, I propose to 
face the Issue which I take it was the 
real motive of my friend’s speech, 
namely, to emphasise the acceptance 
by certain members of the Liberal 
party In Vancouver and Victoria of a 
contribut'.on of <5000 from the B. C. 
Electria My friend’s contention is 
that If f was sincere I should do as 
be has done and bring the facts before 
the at'.ention of this House and call 
for ar investigation."This is an aspect of the question 
that I have avoided, but not for the 
reasons which my friend attributes. I 
believe it ie true that a contribution 
of <5000 was made to the Vancouver 
and Victoria campaign funds through 
a gentleman who enjoys public esteem 
in Vancouver, and with the consent of 
the late Premier. I accept my friend's 
statement that he did not learn of the 
contribution till long after the cam­
paign was ended and the money spent.
I was in a similar predicament.

"My friend demands to know why it 
is I have not drawn the same atten­
tion to the contribution made by the
B. C. Electric to the campaign fund 
as I did to the <15,000 he received

-'from this dlretcor of the Canadian 
Northern Railway. I will tell him. It 
Is because the contribution of the B.
C. Electric found its way into the 
funds of the Liberal party, whereas 
the contribution made by this director 
of the C. N. R. did not.
REGALES CIRCUMSTANCES.

"This was not the personal matter 
my friend seeks to make it appear. It 
was a public matter. I will call to the 
attention of the members of thla 
House the circumstances under which 
my so-called charge was made. Hon­
orable members will recall that there 
was a bill before the House calling for 
threo Judges to enquire into the Van­
couver election frauds. A parliamen- 

I tary committee had already sat and 
'found that ‘a conspiracy to carry on 
personation on an extensive scale Was 
entered Into with the object of secur­
ing the election of the Liberal candi­
date.* That finding was later dupli- 

, cated almost word for word by the 
commission of three Judges who said 

! ‘It is proved beyond any doubt that an elaborate and expensive scheme of per-' 
sonation was adopted on behalf of M. I 
A. Macdonald,1 the Liberal candidate.* i 

"Member* wrn recall that 4n my J. 
speech on that bill I argued that as | 
John T. Scott, H. H. Pearce and other j 
leading personages in the plugging had 1 
left the country that an enquiry in 
their absence would be useless. I 
pointed out that as the plugging con­
spiracy had evidently cost a great deal 
of money, both at' the time and after­
wards, it would be a very wise and 

! proper thing to empower the commis- 
; sloners to enquire into the collection 
1 of campaign funds, especially by un­
authorized parties. I mentioned, not 
as making a charge, but merely by 
way of illustration, that Information 
had come to my notice that several 
sums alleged to have been contributed 

i by corporations to the funds of the 
Liberal party, had never reached their 

; destination. I suggested that an en- 
; qulry along these lines might lead to 
the discovery of the men who had 
engineered and financed these plugging 
operations. That ie why the con­
tribution of the B. C. Electric had less 

I Interest for me at that time than those 
other corporation contributions which 

; had never been accounted for. At the j Investigation before Mr. Justice Qreg- 
1 ory I called the president of the Van- 
i couver Liberal Association and Mr. 
(John Hart, treasurer of the provincial 
j campaign fund, and both these gentle­

men testified on oath that they had 
j never received this <15.000 contributed 
; by this C. N. R. director.
MOT OOMH INTO.

i "This question of campaign funds, 
which my friend flippantly boasts of 
being an authority upon, has never yet 

jbeen settled. At the C. N. R. lnves- 'fik _• - Ul^aUon, Mr. Justice Gnçgory refused g

•to allow any question as to the”®,___
lion or disposal of campaign funds, 
whether regularly or irregularly col­
lected, though he did say that he 
thought it was a proper matter for 
the Liberal party to enquire into. The 
commission of three judges who con- 

! ducted the Vancouver election .en­
quiry, refused to allow the govern­
ment counsel, Mr. Douglas Armour, to 

icross-examine my colleague or any of 
i the other witnesses upou the matter 
of campaign funds, as correspondence 
in iny possession will prove, although1 
it was drawn to their attention that a 
witness in the Gregory investigation 
had testified to a conversation at Vic­
toria in regard to ‘'other amounts of 
which this amount (of <16,000) was 

I included.’
"The Liberal members of this House 

and of this country are entitled to 
l know what becomes of moneys solicit­
ed or received In their name. This 
aspect of the question was refereed 

; to by my honorable friend’s counsel 
i who stated that the money had been 
distributed among the different "con­
stituencies. "up-country" whatever 
that meant.
WHAT MR. TAYLOR SAID.

"My honorable friend’s attitude to­
ward the public Is reflected In the 
language of his counsel, (page 71 of 
the proceedings). Said Mr. Taylor: ‘My ' 
friend says the public want to know.
I have great respect for the public, 
but 1 say we don't give a hang what 
the public want to know. I say It 
openly here. 1L doesn’t make any dif­
ference what the public wants to 
know. They will know exactly what 
they are entitled to know and noth­
ing more.’

"That Is the language of my friend’s 
counsel. ‘We don’t give a hang for 
the public. It doesn’t make any dif­
ference what the public wants to 
know.’ And this spokesman for my 
friend goes on to give his own cynicax 
view of political life. He flouts the 
Idea that you or I or ordinary members' 
of t#e Legislature should have any- 
Interest in what moneys are collected 
in our names. Ho ridicules the Ideal', 
of my hônorable friend, the present 
minister of finance, thinking that he 
knows anything about the real state of 
affairs in the party finances. He says 
(page 127) ‘Just as if the public are so 
foolish that they do not know that the 
main campaign fund of every politi­
cal campaign never passes through the 
regulation channel. That ie the way 

: politics are conducted the world over.’ 
i That Is the view of my honorable 
friend, the authority on campaign 
funds, in regard to his fiduciary re- .

• latlon to his colleagues in the Liberal ! - 
party.

"Well. Mr. Speaker, that may be the ;
" view of my honorable friend and 
hts political advisers, but it is not my 
view. I am satisfied that it is not the ; 
view of the majority of members of j jt 'Cmm 
this House. I know It Is not the view ' 
of the sound-hearted men of the Lib- 
ertl party In my own constituency, i 
When that coldly-brazen code of mor- ; ,
als Is adopted by the Liberal party, j 
there Is one loyal Liberal member sit- ! 
ting in this House who will step out- i 
side the ranks of the Liberal party. '■
The taint of this transaction has been 
transferred onto this House. My friend 
the former attorney-general, speaking 
through the lips of his counsel at the 
Gregory investigation, boldly claimed 
that this money had been distributed 
among the members of this House. I 
challenge that statement. Honorable 
members have assured me voluntarily 
that they never shared in this money. |
I challenge any member of this House, ! 
unless It may be the honorable mem- j > 
her from Omlneca, to say that he
shared In this money, which. It is slan- ■ __
derously said on the records of this 
House, has bben distributed among * ~a
the members.

"No, Mr. Speaker! I have nt> ani­
mosity against the honorable the for­
mer attorney-general. At his first 
election in the city of Vancouver I 
lent my credit to help raise funds for f 
his campaign. No man worked harder 
than myself to secure hls return. I , 
declined to testify against him at the 

I enquiry which he forced me into. And t
| ât îëâst ônë 'fh'ëfttbër..of (lie present"}" T ^
cabinet can bear me witness that
when last year a delegation of Van- •* <
couvèr Liberals came to interview tho .VVjM
government anti demand the expulsion ' f -JaB
of my friend the senior member, 1 * ». 1
personally besought them to withdrew'
their demand.

“I can not speak as an elder man to | t
• younger, for in years I have little 1 
If any advantage over my colleague.
But. perhaps I have had more expert- . nrVal 
ence of the world. My colleague is, |
I fear, fast becoming the victim of 
hls own imagination. There is a type 
well wnown to alienists, in which the 
subject becomes obsessed with a sense

I of his own significance, and thinks the 
rest of mankind are in a common con­
spiracy against hlm. I say again with, 
my frlena’s counsel, ‘He is a young 
man who has lota to learn in his poli­
tical career.* He must learn that tho 
pathway of return Is not by a brazen 
defiance of the public will and of pub­
lic decency, by an attack upon a brave 
and good man absent on the service 

i of hla country or even by an attack 
! against the helpless and tonguë-tied 
'Judiciary of our province."

w 31

ANOTHER NURSES’ BILL
Dr. Sutherland Introduces a Hew One 

in Legislature.
VICTORIA, April 11.—Dr. Suther­

land of Revelstoke has Introduced an­
other nurses’ bill Into the Legislature. 
Although many of the members pro­

s'!? L° t,ell®ve that this hardy annual s. 
will have no better fate this session' 
th in in previous years, the Revelstoke
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! member is at least determined to give 
it a fair send-off. . ’

The bill is one similar to that for 
I other “close corporation professions, (
1 such as the lawyers, doctors and den-,
: lists, and provides for the formation j 
'of a council of the Graduate Nurses 
Association of B. C.. the first council : 
to be appointed by the College of : 
Physicians and Surgeons and subse­
quent councils, consisting of twelve 
members, each to be elected by the 
association.

The requisites for registration as a 
member of the association are that an 
applicant must be a member of the 
present unincorporated association, 
shall be a graduate of an approved 
training school and has passed an ex­
amination set by a board of examiners 
appointed by the government and 
comprising four members of the 
nurses' association and two members 
of the medical association.

Persons registered as trained nurses 
in other provinces may be registered 
here without further examination. No 
one not on the register of the asso­
ciation "shall be deemed to be qualified 
to hold themselves out to the public 
as a registered nurse." Association 
members may add “R, N.” to their

TOO SELFISH TO 
| AID PRINCE 

RUPERT
This Is Hon. T. D. PattuDo’s 

Opinion of Vancouver I 
and Victoria.

Northern City Forced to 
Conduct Lone Fight for 

Central B. Ci . ——
Richard Wallis Complains of 

Condition of Highway 
to AlbemL

Land-clearing and Road­
building Questions Are 

Discussed.
VICTORIA. April 11^-The cities of 

: Vancouver and Victoria were stlgma- 
Jtl*ed by Hon. T. D. Pattullo, minister 

of lands, in the House yesterday as 
being too selfish to give a helping 
hand to Prince Rupert in its struggle 
for commercial recognition. These 
southern provincial cities, declared the 
minister, did not seem to realize that 
their prosperity depended to a great 
extent upon the outlying districts. It 
was a shame, he said, that Prince Ru­
pert had to conduct a lone fight for 
Central British Columbia, which sec­
tion would eventually redeem the prov­
ince.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo pointed to the fact 
that the big government subsidized 
dry dook at Prince Rupert was prac- 
4teaHy #le for lack of business. He 
also told the House that the Dominion 
Government had declined to accept an 
application from the northern city for 
the construction there of ten steel

Turning to the position of this prov­
ince In regard to war work, the minis­
ter said that while British Columbia 
bad given a greater proportion of its 
population to the war than had any 
other province it had received the least 
benefits from war contracts. Yet or, 
account of its attractive climate and 
situation it would probably be called 
upon to make the largest proportionate 
expenditures in the returned soldier 
problem. Mr. Pattullo remarked that 
he considered the war would likely go 
on for several more years and on ac­
count of the adverse situation of Brit­
ish Columbia with respect to war work 
not only would Its residents have to 
pay tribute to the east but their chil­
dren would be in the same position for 
their lifetime. Some effort should be 
made to see that British Columbia got 
a fair share of the war business, said 
Mr. Pattullo.

He explained that the Wfff 
diture In the renovations and furn,®h- 
ing of the land offices was due to the 
fact that the forest and water branches 
had been moved ^to the main buU4- 
.ing in order to provide for efficient 
administration.

The speaker diverted for some time 
to th« Question of public expenditures 
Of the old government, stating that 
the public works expenses ini i91« were 
centered on September and October, 
just before the election. Almost every 
man in the Queen Charlotte Islands 
had been put on roadwork by the old 
government. One returning officer, 
whQ was also road foreman, paid the 
'men off In the poll. . ..

Announcement was made that tne 
lands department was working on a 
grazing policy from which something 
definite would be evolved next ses-

WAR HELPED SHIPPING.
In respect to Irrigation the minister 

said that he realized that thousands 
of settlers depended upon a proper so­
lution of the water question. It was 

l with a view of giving help that the 
j conservation fund had been provided
! *°He made reference to the utilization 
‘ of motor cars in the forest service 
during the past season, an innovation 
which had brought efficiency at re- 
duced cost. This policy would be en- - 
larged during the coming summer.

Explaining the reason for the small I 
expenditures since the new govern- , 
ment took office for lumber market ex- , 
tension, he said that it was impossible 
to obtain shipping facilities to the 
antipodes. He was inclined to think • 
that Mr. Ross only took credit to the 
old government for the shipbuilding 
aid policy of 1916 because it was now 

• “out of the woods." War conditions 
had saved the policy, otherwise the 
province would have been saddled with 

: big expenditures for the guarantee 
given to the wooden auxiliary schoon-
ei*Mr. Richard Wallis, opposition mem­
ber for Alberni. followed the minister 
in the budget debate. Mr. Wallis said 
his victory In Alberni was due to the 
fact that the electors there resented 
being left unrepresented in the House 
for eighteen months. He expressed 
regret that the government In bring­
ing down the estimates had not seen 
fit to separate the dlstrid appropria- 
ions so that each member would know 
the amount to be expended In his dis­
trict. He urged the repair of the Ca­
nadian highway to Alberni, declaring 
that this important tourist road was 
in bad condition. He ridiculed what 
he said was the antiquated method 
of-building and maintaining roads and 
urged a more modern and permanent 
method. _

He suggested a motor tax based on 
horse-power, with the additional rev- 
enue to be spent on highway mainten- ; 
ance and construction. He also asked 
if it would be feasible to ask a regis­
tration fee of $1 for each tourist com­
ing to the province. He advised giv­
ing authority to municipalities to 
collect taxes on motor-lorries and 
trucks.
TESTING ON CATTLE.

Passing on to other subjects, Mr. 
Wallis contended that the government 
should make the testing of cattle for 
tuberculosis compulsory upon all own­
ers, thus doing away with the unsatis­
factory system whereby the govern­
ment inspectors tested some cattle, 
but never saw the majority. The 
member strongly urged that the ten-1 
mile road from Quatslno to Hardy Bay, | 

! thus connecting the east and west | 
| coast, be completed owing to lta Ire- , 
portance in furnishing more rapid : 
transportation to Vancouver from the 
west coast and in aiding the pulp In­
dustry at Quatslno. He spoke or the 
lack of roads on the west coast and 
commented severely upon the fact that 
last year oae-third of the road money 
spent in thre Cape Scott district went 
to the road foreman himself.

A promise had been obtained from 
the minister, he added, that more 
trails would be constructed in the west 
coast area. The member expressed 

- - satisfaction at the promised exemption 
j of farm improvements from taxation 
i as well as the proposed reassessment 
j of farm lands. Few farmers in his 
district made a living from their : 
farms witfiout outside work, and the1 
surtax with this year’s increase proved 
a bitter pilL He considered that the 

I government should help the settler in 
land-clearing and should also grapple 
with the question of high etumping- 

, powder prices. He suggested the in­
stallation In each district of a new gas 
engine and apparatus for land-clearing 
purposes. Concluding, Mr. Wallis 
called upon the government majority 
not to show the white feather and to 
talk less blue ruin.

'SOLDIERS HOOT! 
AND YELL AT I 

I PREMIER
Demonstration by Angry 
Veterans at Victoria Cause 

of Exciting Hour.

! Great Crowd Assembled on 
Lawn Opposite Legisla­

tive Building.

Demand of Hon. J. Oliver 
that Civil Service Act 

Be Enforced.

Bill of Indictment, Insult to 
Dead Premier, Replies 

Honest John.
VICTORIA. April 11.—Angry wir 

veterans, fully a thousand of them, j 
hooted and yelled at Premier John 

j Oliver and other members of the j 
j government at an open-air meot- 
\ ing In front of the Legislative ‘ j buildings last night.
! The soldiers, accompanied by a mill- ii 
j tary hand, and with scores of women ! 
belonging to affiliated associations, i 
marched to the buildings where they ; 
formally presented the cabinet with a 
request for support to the resolution 
calling upon Ottawa to take prompt 
steps to deal with the alien situation. 
The Premier gave a qualified support.

Then the war veterans gave him a 
j surprite by demanding that he put last 

i year's Civil Service Act into effect.
I The Premier grew indignant at the de-

Î
" mend, which lie said constituted an In­

suit to the memory of the late Prê­
te mier. He virtually defied the soldiers, 

and his reply was greeted with a storm 
v of loud objections. War veterans from 

every part of the massed body shouted 
out their feelings, and what they said 

; abôut the administration was very far 
from complimentary. Hon. Mr. Pat­
tullo came in for special attention, half 
a dozen of the men demanding that he 
show himself.
GREAT CROWD ON LAWNS.

As the procession turned into Gov­
ernment street, with many large auto­
mobiles crowded with Invalids from 
Resthaven Military Hospital in the 
lead, the crowds along the way broke 
into cheers and handclapping, the ap­
plause keeping up until the end, when 

! most of the spectators fell In and ac- 
( companled the parade to tne buildings,
; making the attendance on the lawns 
nearly 2500 by the time the ministers 
came out to meet the soldiers.

Following the automobiles came a 
band, then the ladles of the Women’s 
Auxiliary to the Great War Veterans, 
veterans of previous wars, a large body 
of returned soldiers, the Next-of-Kln 
Association, the Men's Auxiliary to the “■TifèST wxrVeCiHïiir’cnr in* win-tire- " 
War League bringing up the rear with 
a large attendance. All along the 
parade were striking banners, spaced 
a few feet apart, calling for the intern­
ment of aliens, the enlistment of con­
scientious objectors as stretcher-bear­
ers, “Down With Graft and Profiteer­
ing,” there being nearly two dozen of 

, these pithy slogans.
PREMIER RROBXTSD RESOLUTION.
- Hon. John Oliver met the deputation 
at tlie head of the entire cabinet, and j 
the resolution was placed in his hands 
by Major T. B. Monk, who said that 
the matter of action on the alien ques­
tion had been brought before the Do­
minion Government by the Great War 
Veterans, but that nothing hud come 
of the representations made. The re­
turned soldiers were convinced that 
the Union Government was anxious to 
tackle the matter. The parade had 
been got up In order that tne hands 
of Sir Robert Borden might be 
strengthened, and he asked the Premier 
to tell the gathering what the Provin­
cial Government was prepared to do 
to aid in their object.

Hon. Mr. Oliver said the matter 
dealt with in the resolution was one 
which was strictly reserved for the 
Dominion Parliament, and while It 
might very well be that the feelings 
of the Provincial Government on the 
alien question were In alignment with 
those of the returned soldiers, yet he 
wanted to point out that more than

BATS ROBB A BACKSLIDER.
Reviewing the situation of hls own 

department he asserted that although 
possibly Ills predecessor, Mr. Rose had j 
made an honest attempt when he first 
went into office to reorganize the de­
partment he was soon travelling in 
the bad company of the remainder of 
the government and speedily became 
a backslider with the result that Mr. 
Pattullo found the department much 
disorganized

wan too to point out tnat more man 
two hundred specimens of the wisest 
heads of Canada were gathered at 
Ottawa, and when they had refused 

! to take action on this alien Question 
th^y might have had Information

the Govatlable



PROPOSES TO conbide*.
“You have given us no time to con- 

l slder this matter. You demand to he 
‘ told whnt we are prepared to do,” he 
•said. “I have never been one to shirk 
any question which may be put up to , 
me. and so I will tell you that this 
government will take these resolutions 
which you have submitted to ue. We 
will give them careful consideration, 
the more so that this government has 
this very day. on the floor of this 
House, been charged with being hos­
tile to the Interests of the soldiers and 
the government in power in Ottawa, 
and if we find that this resolution will ; 
in truth strengthen the hands of the 1 
Federal Government in dealing with : 
the alien question, we will forward it j 
to Ottawa with our endorsement.” ! 

j The Premier then complained that 
to bring to the Provincial Government 

;a resolution which they had drawn 
up and demand that it be sent on to 

Ottawa was no proper and business- 
I like way of dealing with the matter, 
and suggested that the treatment 
which prisoners in the enemy's hands 

1 might have meted out to them would 
possiblv be affected by stringent anll- 
allen regulations in Canada, but the 
men then began a series of sustained 
! Interruptions mingled with calls of 

•No excuses” and “What arc you go­
ing to do about 1t?" Mr. Oliver then 
stated that he and his colleagues were 
"heartily in favor of bringing about the ^ 
conditions which the—^returned men |

A NEW RESOLUTION.
After thanking the Premier for his 

assurances. Major Monk introduced 
Comrade A. R. Berry, who said that 
while the matter just discussed was 
undoubtedly one for the Dominion au­
thorities, he had a matter to submit 
which was strictly a provincial affair. 
He then read the following resolution 
which he desired to submit to the 
gathering:

Whereas the Provincial Legisla­
ture, at the last session of the House, 
passed a statute instituting civil ser­
vice reform, to he administered by a 
commissioner and providing for pre­
ference to returned men who are 
properly qualified to Ml vacancies in 
the government service, and

Whereas the appointment of a 
comml»»10B,r to pat til, new «rall­
iions Into effect hap not yet been
mTh#«for, toll eeeembly reepeot-

sjîoMï .vte;
to announce here and now that such 
an appointment will he made forth­
with.
The reading of the resolution was 

greeted with rounds of applause by 
th. crowd, end « great nheul: of eppre- 
ciatton Indicated Its adoption after, 

f Comrade Giolma had formally second- 
« ed It.

: “This is a bill of1 indictment against 
this government which you have Just 

■ submitted,” said Hon. John Oliver after 
he had recovered from the shock. 
"This is most unfair; it Is unjust not 
only to we who live but also to the 
memory of the late Premier of the 
province, the Hon. Mr. Brewster, in 
that it accuses him of negligence and 
playing politics to the full as much 
as it accuses us. I will not receive 

, this. No man can make me do some- 
M thing against my conscience. We 

' have been working over here to the 
limit of human endurance, and we 
have not had time to get this matter 
attended to. Besides, this Is a mat­
ter requiring careful consideration, and 
I personally do not know exactly what 
this Civil Service Act really entails."
PRBXXBR IS “BOO'D.”

Then the soldiers gave vent to the 
feelings which they had held in check 
with evident effort during the earlier 
portion of the proceedings. "Boo!" 
••We’ll make yo»« take It": "You’ve had 
a vear to start work'*; ' What did we 

. put. you in,. tar»”, .and,m&ny, .Q.thM.JCftr.„ 
marks came from all sides, and Mr. 
Oliver had to wait for a few minutes 
before he could make himself heard.
He then said: "When you think this 
matter over tomorrow you will think | 
Ttore of John Oliver for not being 
overr«*ady with the glad hand/’’

Comrade Giolma then asked for per­
mission to ask a question and amid a
tense silence asked:

"The government passed that act 
when you were a member of the cabi­
net and you voted for it?"

The Premier—Yes.
• You do not know what It really 

means?"
The Premier—No.
“Then you admit that you voted for 

something which you d,onl .’'/‘Xia"'. 
thing about, being at that time a 
minister of the government?-

A about of joy went up from the 
crowd n« me clear voice of the aol 
2. marte Itself heard even et the out- 
skirts of the gathered th ou sands, and1 fl^onn0,fltavted*16 Hs^tôynwîrd way

doï0mn,ei,into%P«tât.eor^ whim iTf»
1 readTnto lile explanation of the delay.
1 „UI LATE* JtlBTIHO.

Characterising aa ellppery and eva- 
,lv, the attitude of Premier John
o^anem,s,.sr,:™nf.^^sss!

Fhedrto‘|d..5hMg?tnre.c*rd.ldaiU erS 

118 -upport of the repreaentatlona 
P ! bytheir deputation earlier In the 
avendng relative to the alien enemy and 
civil 8?r"d?npraiU Government came In |

the returnee _________ . . . , .
the Premier’s reply to thé resolutions 
submitted to him at the steps of the 
Parliament buildings was branded as Ji;
“the remarks of a man who didn’t 
know there was a war on.” Dissatis­
faction with the stand taken by the 
government was voiced by almost 
every speaker. The meeting deolded to 
demand that the Provincial Govern­
ment endorse the conscription of aliens 
proposal before the rising of the 
House. The following resolution was 
also passed by a standing vote:

"That whereas the present Pro­
vincial Government under the 
leadership of the late Premier 

(passed a Civil Service Act, mak­
ing it obligatory for all civil 
servants to obtain through com­
petitive examinations and also 
containing a special clause con­
cerning applications of returned 
soldiers; and whereas, although 
this act is now on the statute 
hooks of the Province of British 
Columbia, but is non-operative un­
til a commission or comptroller Is 
appointed, he it resolved that thlsi 
meeting here assembled now ask 
the Hon. John Oliver In his posi­
tion as Premier of British Colum­
bia to put the act into force."
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COMPROMISE j 
ONORERATES

New Enquiry Plan on that 
Question Passes the 

House.

65 33

Government Representative 
Will Act With Kootenay 

Board of Trade.
VICTORIA, April 12.—Aa a com­

promise between the Nelson smelter 
rates enquiry resolution, which calls 
for an investigation by the mining 
committee of the House, and the 
Hawthorn th waite amendment for a 
royal commission enquiry, Hon. Wil­
liam Sloan yesterday introduced in the 

I House a second amendment which was 
adopted with the support of the op- 

j position.
It provides that the government ap­

point a Yëpresentative to act with the 
Kootenay^ Board of Trade committee 

f,of enquiry*}, if it shall appear from; 
his report that the Consolidated smel- ! 
ter Interests are working an injustice 
upon the mining operators of eastern 

(British Columbia or that further en­
quiry is necessary, then the lieutenant- 
guvemor-in-council should appoint a 
royal commission under the Public En­
quiries Act or take such other means 

j as considered efficient for the relief 
of the operators.

The minister outlined the history of 
: the dispute over the smelter rates and 
referred to the complaints of the mine 
operators that the Trail smelter py 
means of high charges had penalized 
zinc ores. It was found impossible up 
|> the present, he said, to have the 
.American duty on Canadian ores re- 

i moved even for ore shipped across the- 
line for munitions purposes, hence the 
British Columbia silver-lead and zinc 
miners could not get an American mar­
ket while at the same time American 
ores came in to the Trail smelter free 
of duty.
A .DBNV**..!***»*,......... ........»___

He touched on the appointment of a 
special committee by the Associated 
Boards of Trade of Southeastern Brit­
ish Columbia, this committee having 
been recognized by the Dominion Gov­
ernment The services of L. O. Whit­
aker of Denver, a mining and smelter 
expert had been engaged for the en­
quiry and he would be available in 
about two weeks’ time.

Hon. Mr. Sloan then proposed his 
amendment to the Nelson resolution, 
pointing out that it would be desir­
able for the government to have a 
representative acting with the up- 
country committee. Following his 
report, if necessary, the administra­
tion could then have a royal commis­
sion enquiry.

Afr. Hawthornthwaite pressed for a 
: commission at once, declaring that the 
I Sloan amendment was merely an at- 
: tempt to shelve the subject.
"BEST HE COULD GET."

Mi*. Nelson spoke at length in sup­
port of his original motion for an 
enquiry by the House mining commit­
tee, but wound up by agreeing to the i 
Sloan amendmënt. He took the view 
that it was not the desire to have a 
lengthy investigation and the commit­
tee could go into the situation in a 
preliminary way before the close of * 
the session. Mr. Nelson resented the 
suggestion of Mr. Bowser made on the 
day previous that this committee was 
a political one and would bring In a 
dishonest report.

Mr. Bowser, following, said he would 
withdraw the word "dishonest." Ho!' 
pointed out, however, that the Liberal V

1 !î«wir-T i ~ . Mm

members Of that committee had con­
ducted a private session on the reso­
lution and had discussed the situation 
with representatives of the mining and 
smelting interests. He poked fun at 
Mr. Nelson for his willingness to drop 
his resolution or at least all the vital 
portion beyond the "whereases." Mr.

; Bowser said the opposition was willing 
to take the Sloan amendment as being 
the best it could get, but ho thought 
the minister was sidestepping the 
issue. On a series of House votes 
in which Mr. Hawthornthwaite stood 
out against the remainder of the mem-

i adopted!*16 S1°an an,“dnM”‘ waa

Jim CLAUSE 
IS APPROVED

VICTORIA, April 12.—The private 
bills committëe this morning com­
pleted the Vancouver private bill thus 

, accepting the city's cliTm for the 
right to prohibit the jitneys. The 

: committee sat in camera.
Its members took the view that the 

(city in its agreement with the B. C.
: Electric to abide by the Shortt report, 
should be permitted to obtain power 

i to follow out that promise.
Members of the committee were pot 

(anxious to express views as to the 
abolition of the Jitneys and the ques­
tion will therefore virtually go to the 
House without prejudice.

It may be remembered in tills con­
nection that the Legislature last year 
varied the report ef the committee 
In the dispute between the city and 
the B. C. Electric with regard to the 
formera light and power rights. A 
warm legislative fight is expected over 
the jitney clauses of the Vancouver 
Bill particularly in regard to the effect 
they will have on outside lines such 
as the Blue Funnel. Some of the 
committeemen said today that there 
was a feeling in the committee against 
giving the city any power which might 
lead to the elimination of outside auto 
lines running into the city. The Van­
couver bill will be reported to the 
House this afternoon.

ESI TAKE STAND ON 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS

J. W. Weart Proposes to 
Force Government to An­

nounce Policy.
VICTORIA, April 12.—ÜP to the 

present the government has not seen 
ffit to accept Mr. J. W. Weart’s old 
age pension bill, and the South Van­
couver member now proposes to make 
the House face the Issue in a resolu­
tion that the Legislature go into com­
mittee of the whole to consider the 
recommending of legislation at this 
session providing for such pensions.: 
This motion will force the government 
to give a declaration of policy upon 
the question.

Mr. Weart can not himself introduce 
the measure because it deals with 
crown revenue. His bill provides for 
a tax upon practically all individuals 
with earning power and also on all 
companies. The tax on unmarried 
earners would be about three cents a 
day, with half that sum for married 
wage .earners and five cents perday- 
for those persons not in the wage 
class. Companies would pay a sliding 
scale. He believes that in ten years' 
time, when pensions would start, there 
would be a fund of twenty millions. 
The maximum pension for any indl-i» 
vidual not receiving other income 
would be $400 per year.

FOR TIMBER CRUISING
Amendment Offered by Hugh Stewart 

Accepted by House.
VICTORIA, April 12.—The benefits . 

of this session’s amendment to the ’ 
Forest Act, by which discoverers of a 
timber for pulp purposes are to be pro- ; 
tecled insofar as their costs of loca- 
lion are concerned, will now be extend- * 
od to nil discovorers of any timber, < 
areas, according to a second amend- t 
ment offered by Mr. Hugh Stewart of* 
Comôx and accepted by the Leglsla-i 
ture. Under the old act when the lo*. 
cator of timber limits applied to the 
minister of lands for license to cut; 

Ion the property, the minister cruised; 
it and advertised for tenders. In many 
cases the discoverer was outbid and?™ 
thus lost his time and money spent on! 
locating. The minister’s amendment 
provided that in connection with pulp • 
timber licenses the discoverer would. 
be repaid his expenses out of funds><- 
put up by the successful tenderer.

Mr. Htewart presented a clause ap­
plying this concession to all timber so, 
that the original locator might receive 
a reasonable sum, within the discre­
tion of the minister, but not to ex­
ceed the cruising cost incurred by the - ^
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Comox member in successfully Intro­
ducing: this amendment was to protect 
the Interest of the small locator, Wboj 
would therefore not lose money In 
case he was not fortunate enough to 
obtain the license at the time of auc-. 
tlon.

IF IT HURTS' j 
DON'ITAY ME

But Use of that Phrase Cost 
Dentist Heavily in

Fines. ______ Jl

Latter Were Then -Claimed 
by Other Practitioners in 

Association.
VICTORIA, April 12.—A charge that 

the" Dental Association In Vancouver 
is making use of the powers given to 
it by the Legislature as a weapon In 
a family quarrel, and a demand that 
the Legislature amend the Dental Act 
to prevent such abuses of power, was 
made by J. S. Cowper, fifth member 
for Vancouver, in the cours» of the 
budget debate Thursday afternoon.

"J take my own share of the respon­
sibility." said the Vancouver member.
“A year ago when the Dental Bill was 
before this House I supported it in, 
the belief that we were placing a rea-1 
sonable measure of disciplinary power 
in the hands of the association. Now 

'I find that this body, which enjoys 
such extraordinary privileges, has 
used them almost exclusively % to en- ,

, rich Itself in a family squabble which 
lias been raging over how this or that 
jnan should write his advertisements.

“The principal victim," said the 
member, "turns out to be a man who 
rous<6 the ire of the association by 
advertising himself as ‘the gentle den­
tist’ That has a very reassuring and 
comforting sound to the- ordinary citi­
zen who thinks of visiting a dentist, 
but It roused the Ire of the other 
members of the dentists' union. He 
did even verse. He advertised: *If it 
hourts, don’t pay me.'

" ‘If it hurts, don’t pay me’ sounds 
llkp a very attractive and considerate 
proposition to me. But the other den­
tists didn't like it. - They took the 
view that they ought to be paid, no 
matter how much they might hurt. 8o 
under the powers granted them by this 
Legislature, they dragged the man 
who didn't want to be paid If he hurt 
Into court, and there had him punished 
for that offence. They not only fined 
him once, but they fined him half a 
dozen times over in the first day with 
cumulative fines, ns if he were a har­
dened offender.
Worst still to come.

"But that wasn’t the worst, I am 
Informed,” continued the member. “In 
order to convict their victim about a 
dozen of his rivals went into the wit-, 
ness-box to give their opinion as to 
what they thought the pybllc might 
think was meant by “If it hurts don't u 
pay ma* And the strangest travesty 
of all Is that instead of the fines 

, being handed over to the treasury of 
the province ns they should, this bodv 
of dentists, who laid the Information 
and supplied the witnesses, promptly 

—.cUdmed the fines as tb» property of- 
the association.

“The magistrate, however, found 
himself unable to convict the dentist 
of the crime of calling himself ‘The 
Gentle Dentist.’ and ko I am told, after i 
having got this man’s money, a mem­
ber of the association visited him and 
offered to bribe him with half of his 
own money that they had taken from 
him by way of fines In the Police 
Court, if he would consent to drop the 
phrase The Gentle Dentist.’ ”

Mr. Cowper claimed that the Legis­
lature would never hx*re granted pow- i 
ers and privileges to he used In this 
fashion and invited the government to 
bring up the Dental .Act for amend­
ment, passing retroactive legislation 
to ensure that whatever moneys had

been collected by the association In 
fines during the past year should be 
handed over to the provincial treasury.

The Vancouver member also took 
exception to the annual grant which 
lias been made as a regular thing to 
the Luw Society which he said was a 
dignified name for the lawers* union.

"There is no more reason for mak­
ing a grant to the lawyers’ union than 
there Is to the bricklayers’ union or 
the carpenters’ union. Indeed, there 
is less reason, tor the lawyers are a 
well-paid and protected class, better 
able than any other body of men 1n 
the country to take care of them-

"I have heard it said that the grant 
Ils used to help sustain the law libra­
ries of the province. Law books are 
the tgols of the lawyer and are ijoJ,,,

; available to the layman." said the t^an-'
; couver member, who added that tor 
make sure that members of the public' 
could not have access to the law li­
braries even though every person was1 
presumed to know the law, he had 

I paid a visit In company with a legal 
1 friend to the law library’ at the Van- I 

couver Courthouse. When he ex- I 
plained that he was a newspaper writer I 
by profession and wished to have ac- 
cess to the library for purposes of 
public Information, the librarian had | 
told him that she had received special | 
instructions to keep all newspapermen

BOHR FORCED 
TO SPEAK AT 

MIDNIGHT
V ______

Opposition Plans for Gallery 
Filled With Returned Sol­

diers Are Spoiled.

House Sat Until 3 a. m., and 
Then Voted Million and 
Half in Thirty Seconds.

Hon. John Hart Took Valu­
able Lessons in Knitting 

from Mrs. Smith.

J. W. Jones and W. R. Ross 
Chief Seconds in Delay­

ing Tactics.
VICTORIA, April 12.—The Legisla­

ture adjourned at 3 o’clock this morn­
ing after an all-night fighting for po­
sition. The opposition wanted to have 
W. J. Bowser go on In the budget de­
bate this afternoon, but the govern­
ment, Influenced, It is claimed, by a re­
port that the returned soldiers intend­
ed to fill the galleries today for the 
Bowser speech, d.eclded that the debate I 
would have to be closed up last night | 

Accordingly, government members 
used every effort to force the opposi­
tion to wind up. Hie minority fought 
hard and talked against time until1 
midnight, but finally, forced Into a 
corner by the Speaker's ruling, gave 
way. and Mr. Bowser delivered his 
budget address r.t 12:30 midnight, 
I'-peaking until a quarter to 3 o'clock. 
QUICK ACTIOK OK MOKEY.

The debate was concluded by Mr. 
Bell of Victoria, and the House then 
Went into committee of supply, pass­
ing the first item of the estimates, be­
ing a sum of approximately $1.600,000 
required to meet fixed charges. This, 
sum was passed In thirty seconds.

Adjournment was then reached ati 
3 o’clock and the tired legislators 
went home for a lew hours rest before 
beginning committee work at 10 o’clock i 
this morning and the regular House 
session at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon.

Premier Oliver doubts if the Legis­
lature will be able to finish next week, 
men If sessions are held morning, af­
ternoon and night. He points out that 
many bills are still in progress and 
more are yet to come. The new ones 
Include the P. G. E. Bill, Land Settle­
ment Bill. Vancouver and Victoria 
private bill and several other measures 
of less importance.
WHAT LED UP TO IT.

Indications of a struggle between 
the opposition and the government 
came late in the afternoon during the 
time that Mr. J. W. Jones of South 
Okanagan was spBaking. Learning 
that the Premier Intended to close up 
the debate that night, the opposition' 
kept Mr. Jones at work. He spoke for 
a couple of hours in the afternoon, and 
resuming at 8;30, kept going for an­
other three hours. Mr. Jones covered 
a wide range. He read freely from 
various volumes on Irrigation—a pet 
subject with him—and described in 
minute detail the great irrigation pro­
jects of the world, Jumping with a 
word from the Okanagan Valley to the 
Nile, back to the Wenatchee Valley 
end over to Italy. When the South 
Okanagan member finally concluded j 
be proposed a want of confidence reso­
lution as follows:

That whereas the promisee of ____
omr and retrenchment made on be­
half of the aevenmseat 4—*— 
election i-ampolcn leodin* i.„

, general elect km of 1918. hare not been 
adhered is hot mm the rentrarj the 
fixed charges of the government have 
been Increased aad new offices have 
been .created at high salaries and 
filled bv the mSSmit. of oollthil 
friend* of the goveraatoct without re- 
*ard to efficiency or any comprehen­
sive scheme of civil servie» reform 

th*

And whereas not\>Hlistan3inr thé pas­
sage of an act nrovidine for civil ser­
vice reform bv the present administra­
tion which was aeeeoted to on May
19. 1917. to come into force when 
proclaimed by order-ln-council. no 
steps liaxe been taken on to this time 
to make such legislation operative, 
and in the meantime the government 
Is filling vacancies in the GvH service 
without regard to the requirements of 
said act and without consideration of 
the special clauses of said legislation 
favoring returned soldiers..And whereas the public welfare of 
the Province of British Columbia can 
best be served by the active develop­
ment of the natural resources of the 
province In mineral, lumber, agricul­
ture and fishing, but the estimates for 
the ensuing war do not disclose the 
adoption of any comprehensive scheme 
to secure such objects.Therefore be It resolved that this 
legislative Assembly ha* no confi­
dence in the honorable the Premier ns 
leader of the government, or in the 
present administration.

BOSS COULD HOT BTABT.
Presumably In order to gain time 

for the opposition and keep the fight i 
going so that Mr. Bowser could come 
up this afternoon, Mr. W. R. Ross of­
fered a motion that the House adjourn 
to consider business of public urgency, 
being the soldiers’ resolution offered 
ta the government on the steps of the 
Parliament Buildings by the War 
Veterans on Wednesday night.

PreitNer Oliver promptly raised a 
point of order that this motion could 
not be considered until the want of 
confidence resolution arising out of 
the budget debate had been dealt with. !

There was a long argument, the 
members quoting parliamentary au-i 
thoritles at length.The chair first ruled that the House j 
must decide at once when the Rossi 
resolution would be considered, thus in 
effect giving the Fort George member 
the floor, which was what the opposi­
tion wanted, in addition of course to 
the advantage gained by bringing the 
War Veterans* resolutions into the! 
legislature. But the moment the 
lime for consideration of the point 
came. Premier Oliver raised another 
point of order that the resolutions did 
not constitute a matter of grave pub­
lic urgency and therefore could be 
taken up at another time.

Mr. Speaker Keen ruled In his favor, 
hence Mr. Ross did not get startedL

The latter appealed against the de­
cision. but lost on a party vote.

Then came the want of confidence 
resolution.Premier Oliver demanded notice of 
mich a motion aijd again obtained sup­
port of the Ghafr.

This left the opposition forced to' 
proceed with the budget debate.

Mr. W. A. McKenzie of Slmllkameen, 
name to the front with a speech last­
ing until 12:30.
OH BETUBHED BOLDIEB8.

By that time the opposition strate­
gists concluded they would have to 
bring Mr. Bowser on then, or in the 
later hours of the morning. So lie 
started on an address which ran over1 
two hours and a quarter.

Despite the lateness of the hour, the 
opposition leader made a vigorous 
speech, scoring the administration for 
its alleged failure to look after the In-1 
1 ©rests of returned soldiers in ctvUl 
service appointments, producing fig-1 
tires t.<> show that despite its promises 
of economy, th© government was In­
creasing the salary list and showing

t
nnual deficits, was stifling agricul- 
ire and industry by heavy taxation 
ma tailed to pay any attention to Its 
no-patronage promises.
Members who had expected a long 

and dreary time of it found the oppdsl- 
tlon loader taking their entire alien- 
non. There were many Interruptions 
from Premier Oliver and other govern- 
ment members and at times the debate 
was quite acrimonious.
LE AH BED TO KBIT.

Hon. John Hart devoted port of the 
evening In taking lessons from Mrs.

■S22J5 S2!llnr and mad® c°n-, siderable progress in the art. While 
f?n.n?PO"lV°,n l,ader thundered on. the 
finance milliliter tilled the knl-tlne 
Vennft1 11 tiie a#al h® took neat tO the 

woman member, and al­
though Mra. Smith may have had torTTv/i. £ood deal °r M.V k,UUnZ

NmiÆ°a ‘ an aPt beginner. Mr,.
S?*® haa arranged to eoll thle pair 
T ?• JL?00)'*.!0 Mr"' L«<'« of the G.

eî5:„. lïn d°Uare. the money to be given to her I.ODE »hnn».r L. Vancouver. It will be the flîït patt 
and’ ÏÏ11* ‘h« IwlStl™ h8$

’ should h« eiI^Kk i°. Iler comPutatlon, 
snouia be finished In a day or two.
WHAT B. lOXH SAID.

The actual aubstance of Mr. Jones' 
speech wag given In hie afternoon ef- 

addreaa waa largely
said that ht.bmt*na,d rarnoufIWte. He 
5 Britt» rw! cVPn'm with the real 
to nea m.i 'dumblan". "aa watching 
to see Jubt when the Liberal eovern- 

i to abolish patronageS?», °J*e; evlle wh,ch were artackïd! 
with such. pre-election. vigor. Comnll-S'jfHo". John Hart ?pon hlï”irJt

thnism a!"?- wlth nat|ve lrlah op- 
umism, Mr. Jones wished him *nnd
government 1|V tcrm ,he l-Iheralf 

h.V lkely *° remain in: 
w-etchinJ'îJlmiH'eeaed 'he necessity of, 
watching the treasury and safeguard-* 
£fn5£lnSt hordes of Party friends d 

ln€ government positions. Ii 
fitv*d.«L£cferrJn* ae other Con earn 
5 ^b^akers had done to the "Ja * 
J°,L. budget, Mr. Jones pictured it 
■lira P°nd aîfa,r" Insofar an the lu„ 

Oroad Improvement waa coi 
Sevfral members of the Llf

an^lePln8fUka8*,nx.ha'1 been allowed 1 
!n the fishpond, and the Consei



53 The public could review with plea­
ds sure notable Improvement in trade con­
i' dltlons, lumbering having recorded an 
| increase of $13,385,000: agriculture 
S having held its own; mining having a 
| small decrease owing to adverse cir- 
, cumstances: fisheries finding British 
5 Columbia still in the lend. Imported 
I products, however, showed up badly 
3 for this province, he said, totalling 

$19,786,000. and demonstrating the 
‘ necessity for encouraging our own 
; production. No less than $6000 worth 
j of imported butter is going into Van- 
i couver daily, said Mr. Jones.
WEBB THEY SINCERE? 

j Referring to the Liberal pre-election 
promisés which the country expects to 
see carried out, the speaker enumer­
ated those promises as being economy 

i in expenditure, no concealment in pub­
lic accounts, comprehensive and prac- 

I tical provision for returned soldiers,
. non-partisan civil service, abolition of 
I patronage and direct legislation. Mr.
I Jones was dubious about the govern- I 
] meat's intention of putting any of ,
! these Into real action.

Touching upon the net debt of the 
province, Mr. Jones said that the 
Brewster budget of 1917 showed the 
net debt as $18,336.000, while the Hart 
budget for 1918 showed a net debt of 
$20,946,000. Deficits of 1917-1919 show 
a two-year total of $3,200,000. Actual 
expenditures 1916-17 were $9,079,317; 
estimated expenditures for 1917-18 are 
$10,800.804. and estimated expenditures 
for 1918-19 at $11,611<694. Some of 
the Items of high expenditure pointed 
out by Mr. Jones were civil servants' 
salaries amounting to $1.600,000; high 
salaries for various commissions and 
an increasing cost of provincial police 
which he stated was $138,000 for 1916. 
$13l.0na for 1917, and $195,000 fr"
ma.
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“ GAME-HOGS GRILLED

8»rr*etlone From Many Members to 
Reduce Total Bags.

VICTORIA. April 13.—The game 
“hog" came in for his due desserts in 
the Legislature yesterday when the 
House considered the Game Act amend­
ments. One and all the members 
warmly criticized the greedy hunters 
who made a habit of bagging feathered 
game pr catching fish by the hundred. 
It is quite possible that the act may 
be so amended as to provide a sub­
stantial reduction in the daily and 
seasonal limit of such game as ducks 
and grouse, which are growing scarce 
in many districts of the province ow­
ing to the inroads of heedless nimrods. 
The same condition holds true with 
the big game, said members from the 
big game constituencies.

Mr. Bucham's amendment to reduce 
| the license fee on hunters of big game !

to $25, with an added charge per head 
{ of game slaughtered, carried the dis- 
’ cussion far afield to the subject of 
game protection, as compared with 
the system in vogue in the United 
States and New Brunswick. Mr.

S'aullne referred to Mr. Bucham's re- 
ent remarks on the subject and what 
he considered had been a plea on be­

half of the grizzly bear, an animal, Mr. 
Pauline declared, whose predatory 
habits and capabilities for doing mis­
chief to flocks warranted the elimina­
tion of any fee for its slaughter, and, 
Instead, a bounty should be placed 
upon It.

Mr. Yorston suggested prohibition ot 
the sale of game and permitting set­
tlers, especially In the North, to shoot 
for their own use. If they knew that 
the protection of the game meant its 
continued use, they would take steps 

! to see that the laws were enforced.
Mr. McKenzie urged that the limit 

for the season of 250 grouse or ducks 
be cut to fifty, with the limit for any 
one day reduced to ten or a dozen.

Mr. Schofield of Trail agreed with 
the seasonal limit of fifty, but while 
Mr. Barrow of Chilliwack was wiling 
to see a daily limit In order to cut off 
the activities of “game hogs” he did 
not agréa with tbs fifty limit for a
eepremier Oliver declared that If the 
House desired to protect game then it 
should prohibit the killing except for 
use and completely prohibit the sale.

Mr. Schofield declared many men 
who are supposed to be sportsmen 
were really only “game hogs” and 
hence the necessity for a limit being 
placed upon the season’s kill. t

I OPINION IS DIVIDED
But Government Has Not lost Sight 

of Closed-town Question.
VICTORIA, April 13.—The closed 

townelte issue Is still before the Legis­
lature. Answering questions from Dr. 
Rose of Nelson with regard to Britan­
nia and Ocean Falls being subject to 
the Land Act, Hon. Mr. Pattullo said 
yesterday that this matter was one of 
divided opinion, but the government 

I had the question of requiring subdi- 
I vision and opening under consideration. 
He added:

“The minister of lands assured the 
public in the election campaign of 1916 
that any abuses In connection with 

I this question or any other question 
i affecting the public interests would re­
ceive consideration and thereafter 

sary action by the government 
the Liberal party returned to

EXPECTS TO SI 
BOOM IN FARMING

W. A. McKenzie Also De­
fends Location of Hope- 

Princeton Auto Road.
VICTORIA, April IS.—Mr. W. A. 

McKenzie of Similkameen has come to 
the defence of , the Hope-Princeton 
route of the transprovlnctal highway 
which Mr. Anderson of Kamloops said 
the other day was not feasible because 
snowballs bloomed In July In the 
heights of the Hope Mountains, which 
the proposed route would climb.

Speaking In the House, the Simllka- 
meen member pointed out that the sec­
tion of the road already built did not 
cost $20,000 per mile, as Mr. Anderson 
suggested, but had actually cost 
$9000 per mile, as against an esti­
mated cost of $7500. He said that the 
grade of the road would be several 
thousand feet lower than the K. V. 
Railway over the Hope Mountains. 
This route, he claimed, would provide 
a short-cut highway from the Coast 
to the rich Southern B. G. mining and 
agricultural territory, and In addition 
would give access to Kamloops just 
as well as the Fraser Canyon-North 
Thompson route advocated by Mr. 
Anderson. The Hope route was chosen 
by the engineer sent out to' locate tHfc 
transprovincial road, he pointed out. 
He strongly urged the government to. 
take up the work of finishing the 
broken link, doing a little each year, 
so that the interior people could look 
forward to auto connection with the

67 34

I Coast.
The Similkameen member talked on 

Irrigation at some «length, advocating 
that the government take over the 
main flumes and ditches of the dry- 
belt systems. He sugested also that 
in the administration of the present 
legislation the government keep in , 
touch with the needs of the small Iso- • 
lated ranchers with their own little 
systems. In many cases, by means of 
financial assistance from Victoria, : 
small landholders could be grouped to- l 
gether under one system and with a; 
suitable storage reservoir.

In taking up -the subject of road 
work the member advocated the con­
struction of trails to promising min­
eral claimy. He defended the policy 
of the old administration in making 
large public works expenditure for the 
development of the province. He also 
proposed to the government that It 
make a forward step in land develop­
ment by obtaining large tracts, such 
as that south of Penticton, for com­
munity settlement purposes, prefer­
ably for returned soldiers. This tract 
he pointed out could be Irrigated either 
by the construction of a gravity sys­
tem or by electric pumping, power be­
ing obtained from the proposed exten­
sion of the West Kootenay Light & 
Power Co.’s line.

He told the Legislature of the ex­
istence along the K. V. R. of many 
excellent agricultural areas, as yet 
unsurveyed but which could bo set­
tled up if the government surveys por­
tions of them year by year. He be­
lieved that within the next few years 
would come a lively Interest in farm­
ing which the government might pro­
perly take advantage of.

ITHEŸJOCKËY
FORPOSITION!

jGovemment Tries to Prevent 
Opposition Getting Credit 

from Soldiers.

Liberal Amendment Con-1 
tains Very Slight Change 

of Ross Motion.
VICTORIA, April 13.—The Conser­

vatives “pulled off" a coup. In the 
I House the other evening when Mr. W. 
R. Ross brought In a motion calling 1 
for consideration and acceptance of the ! 
War Veterans' resolutions presented to 
the cabinet by the soldier delegation, i 

These resolutions dealt with the . 
status of aliens and asked that enemy . 
aliens be employed on national indus­
try, their wages above the pay of a 

i Canadian soldier to be taken by the 
: government for war purposés; that the 
j Military Service Act bo applied to 
Allied aliens; that no steps be taken 
to call out the second or other classes 
in Canada or to return the married 

I “originals" to France until the alien 
question had been settled satisfactorily 
to the citizens of Canada; that no 

| enemy alien hold public office; that 
alien questions be taken from provin­
cial control; that the Dominion estab­
lish an alien registration bureau; that 
aliens wear a badge; that enemy alien 
newspapers be prohibited, and that no 
person of alien birth be permitted to |

1 have firearms. I

it was also proposed that â law be 
passed punishing with a heavy fine all 
aliens breaking labor contracts, par­
ticularly on farms. The last resolu­
tion sought the Immediate operation 
in British Columbia of the Civil Service 
Act.
ASKED HOUSE TO ADOPT.

When the soldiers met the Premier 
on the steps of the legislative build­
ings, he assured them ihat the govern­
ment was well disposed to the resolu­
tions with regard to aliens, although 
possibly not being ready without ex­
amination to agree to present them to 
Sir Robert Borden as requested. Pre­
mier was, however, resentful, he said, 
of the demand that the Civil Service 
Act be put into effect, considering it a 
reflection upon the late premier.

The government filed a return in the. 
House, giving the soldiers' resolutions 
in full, but Mr. Ross went one better 
by proposing- that the'Legislature 
adopt them.

It was made apparent today that the 
Liberals have no intention of permit­
ting the opposition to have the credit 
either of putting through the motion 
or forcing the government to make an 
awkward decision, hence Mr. Jackson 
of the Islands has filed notice of an 
amendment to the Ross motion. His 
amendment is exactly the same as the 
soldiers' resolutions offered by the 
Fort George member except that he 
drops off the clause asking for the 
putting into effect of the provincial 
Civil Service Act.
“ORIGINAIiS” TOR PRANCE.

He also makes one change in the 
alien sections, and instead of asking 
Ottawa that no other military class 
be called out or “originals" sent back 
to France until the alien question has 
been settled to the satisfaction of the 
soldiers, he proposed that "it would 
l>e unjust to call oiit the second or 
other class under the Military Service 
Act or to return to France married 
men of the first contingent while suf­
ficient numbers to replace them from 
aliens In this country remain immune 
from service.”

Otherwise, Mr. Jackson’s amendment ' 
follows word for word the Ross motion] 
as offered by the War Veterans. !

Assuming that the government ma­
jority acfcepted the Jackson amend­
ment, which it would no doubt prefer 
over .the Ross motion, if it took either 
one, then the government could be in 
the position of saying that one of its 
supporters fathered the soldiers' alien 
demands in the Legislature and credit 
for this would go to the opposition. 
The original plan had .been for Mrs. 
Smith to introduce the motion, but 
Mr. Ross apparently forestalled her; 
now the Liberals açç "coming back.” 
SOLDIERS IN THE SERVICE.

A few days ago Mr. Bowser asked 
that a return be supplied to the House ; 
setting out how many returned men 
had been utilized in the government' 
service since November, 1916. Tester-, 
day Premier Oliver tabled a docu- ■ 
ment showing that 153 returned men 
were given positions by the govern­
ment since the date specified and of 
that number eighty-thvee are still fol- . 
lowing their avocations in various 
parts of the province. The report also : 
shows that ninety-five men were given ; 
temporary work and that out of this 
number seventeen are still at work. 
Seven men were discharged for “good 
and sufficient” reason. In almost 
every instance otherwise the man has 
either left of his own free will or has 
re-enlisted. Positions given under the 
permanent head include thirty-nine 
clerks, twenty-nine constables, fifteen 
game wardens, six fire wardens, twelve^ 

I orderlies and the balance are of T5e 
j more miscellaneous nature.

IS CAMOUFLAGE 
SAYSLEADEROF

Hon. John Hart’s Surplus a, 
Matter of Bookkeeping, 

His View.

Appeal to Government to I 
Treat Soldiers With De­

cency and Sympathy.
_______________ j,

Some Recent Appointments 
in Civil Service Are 

Criticized.

Many Interruptions Occur in 
W. J. Bowser's Midnight 

Speech.
VICTORIA, April 13.—“Tou carae 

into power with honesty and economy jj 
written all -----  *~ '
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achieved office than you spent $9613 
In refurnishing: the cabinet offices and 
$17,741 in buying new automobiles.” j 

W. J. Bowser dealt In millions in 
his budget speech in the early morn­
ing hours of Friday, but this criticism 
of the government on the carpets and 

iv autos was perhaps the most striking, 
ff: The opposition leader was on his feet
fft'V from 12:30 midnight until 2:45 in the 

morning. It was his only oppor­
tunity to speak before the closing of 
the budget debate, the government 
being determined to bring it to an 
end at the Thursday night session.

The Speaker reviewed the financial 
affairs of the province dying the last 
six years of the old regrtne and com­
pared the situation as it existed then 
with the first year of the new admin­
istration. He declared that in its 
first two years of office the present 
government would show a deficit of 
at least four millions at a time when 
economy and retrenchment had been

• expected. He told the House that Hon.
John Hart was merely practicing finan­
cial camouflage when he attempted 
to show a surplus for the estimated " 
accounts of this fiscal year by setting 
capital account by itself. Mr. Bow­
ser stated that the government, de­
spite the Liberal election criticism of ! 
a borrowing policy htfd already bor- :
■rowed four or five millions and pro­
posed to obtain three millions more.
CAMOUFLAGE, HE ALLEGES.

The opposition chief was given close 
attention by the House despite the 
lateness of the hour. There were 
fifty-nine interruptions, according to 
the Conservative scorer. Premier 
Oliver led the list with 24. Hon. John 
Hart had 13, Hon. Mr. Pattullo 8 and 
Hon. Mr. Farris 6.

The early portion of Mr. Bowser’s, 
speech was dèvoted to an analysis of i 
the financial situation of the province.,
He declared that the practice adopted 
by the minister of finance of charging 
a large portion of the year's expendl- | 
ture to capital, then claiming a sur-1 
plus On current expenditures, would1 
not affect the ultimate situation. He; 
claimed that it was not right to charge; 
interest and sinking funds to capital 
in any event. The estimated current I 
surplus for 1918-19 was $241,000, he j 
noticed, but as a matter of fact, when 
expenditures charged to capital ac-l 
count were taken into consideration, I 
the estimated deficit was $17711,000.!
Under these circumstances, it was 
purely financial camouflage, he said, 
to claim any surplus whatever, as the 
total expenditures were away above 
the total revenue and after all that 
was the real situation to be taken into 
account
HZnXBlTVBH OH HEW WOK.

Then he compared the 1917-18 and 
1918-19 budgets of the Liberals with 
the last six years of Conservative rule.
The Liberals had beer, fond of show­
ing, he said, that the Conservatives 
had $18,000,000 in deficit in that 
period. He pointed out that they had 
never tried tq show a surplus by leav­
ing capital expenditures out of con­
sideration. For this year, however, 
the Liberal finance minister had actu- j 
ally charged one-fifth of the entire es­
timated expenditure up to capital ac­
count, and even then much of this pro­
portion was not properly so chargeable. 
Proceeding on this basis of charging 
one-fifth to capital account, and the 
old government could properly have 
charged a much greaier portion owing 
to the heavier expem'.itur«-s in that six

• year period, on roads, bridges, build­
ings, etc., it could have cut nearly 
$15,000,000 from the $18,000,000 deficit; 
shown. In that time, total expend!-1 
tures of the old administration were 
$73,250,000, and by the Hart theory the 
late government could have shown its 
deficits at only $3,500,000 instead of 
$18,000,000. Mr. Bowser commented 
on the fact that in the province’s 
growing year of 1911, its deficit was 
about the same as that estimated for, 
the coming year, despite the fact that

—th® new administration had promised_____
retrenchment. He pointed out also that i 
with the Hart theory fully one-half 
of the 1911 expenditure of $11,000,0001 
could have been charged to capital ac-l 
count and thus separated from the 
surplus and deficit statement. For 
1918-19 the new government was show­
ing a greater expenditure that the old 
government had made in the boom 
year of 1911. He prophesied that the 
Oliver Government would have a 
greater deficit in two years than the 
former one had in six if the Hart 
theory were to be accepted as a basis.

Mr. Bowser took some pride in the 
fact that although the estimated ex­
penditure of the old government for 
the last six years of its life was $81,- 
000,000, the actual expenditure was 
$8,000,000 less, showing a considerable 
saving. In that time $29,500,000 had 
been spent on public works, and the 
expensive Price-Waterhouse report In 
the public accounts investigations of 
the new government had failed tor/ 
bring home a single scandal against 
the old regime. It was true, he said,! 
that heavy expenditures had been made 
during the period from 1911 to 1916-17, 
but thç people had strongly upheld the 
government, as shown by election re-- 
turns during that time. Cities, muni­
cipalities, companies and Individual»! 
had all followed the same course. The! 
total municipal debt of the province 
was $95,000,000, Vancouver alone hadj 
a debt of $35,000,000, and Victoria 
H£’222,0°0, The Province with $80.- 
000,000 compared very favorably. j
XM OFFICIAL APTMTUa».

The speaker twitted the Premier ' 
t uP°n what he called “Ollverisms," such
^(hâh'Ü2îjW,.vdel',ltlM" to take off !

1 Oon overalls; part]

tfie piper, eïc. 5e contraste» tne 
"blue ruin" talk of the Liberals with 
the Price-Waterhouse reobrt. and also 
with a prospectus issued by the pres- ; 
ent government in connection with its j 
flotation of a $1,000.00(1 loan in East­
ern Canada. In that prospectus it had : 
asserted that the province owned one ■ 
and one-half billion dollars' worth of. 
crown lands, yet in the 1916 campaign 
the Liberals had said the Conservatives 
had given away the crown lands. The | 
speaker then produced a large number , 
of figures to show in dollars and cents 
the great value of the various natural 
resources of British Columbia, and the 
annual output in industrial produc­
tion. In proportion to the revenue the 
provincial debt in British Columbia is 
smaller than any other province of the 
Dominion, he said, and the natural re­
sources in proportion to population 
were larger than any other province.

He touched upon the figures for the 
fiscal year which expired March 31, 
showing that while the late Premier 
Brewster had claimed there would be 
no deficit despite the speaker’s own 
assertion of that time that there would 
be a deficit of $2.000,000. results 
showed a deficit of $1.665,000. The 
expenditure in the last fiscal year was 
$10.800.000, and for this year will be 
$811,000 above that sum. This did not 
include the repayment of Nakusp and 
Slocan bonds of $647,000, half a tril­
lion for irrigation conservation, half a 
million for soldiers' land. $350,000 for 
University of British Columbia, aid 
for South Vancouver, money for land 
settlement, and no doubt a large capi­
tal sum for P. G. E. further construc­
tion. The actual deficit of last yeat, 
with the estimated deficit for the com-1 
ing year would run about $2.500,000.
As a matter of fact, he added, when 
these other expenditures were taken 
into account it will be found that the 
Liberals in their first three years in 
office had achieved a deficit of at 
Past $4,000,000 at a time when re-j 
.renchment had been so loudly prom-, 
ised.
FORCED TO BORROW,

The new government had decried a 
policy of borrowing, but had already 
itself borrowed $5,000,000, he pointed ■ 
out. Mr. Bowser said he found no 
fault with borrowing as a temporary 
expedient, because posterity should 
help to meet the present abnormal 
situation. The government had al­
ready arranged to borrow another 
three million, he told the House, and 
apparently found itself forced to a 

" policy the Liberals had' so severely 
criticized.

He compared the rate of 6.39 paid 
on the old government's loan In 1916 

• and the price of 6.62 paid In Toronto 
for 1916 loan, with the rate of 6.86 

, which the present government had to 
! pay after it had been forced to go 
onto the money market. He severely 

t scored the minister of finance for bor­
rowing trust funds of the Workmen's 
Compensation Board, on the ground 
that no trustee should take what 
were virtually his own trust funds. 
He also pointed out that although 
the minister had told the House that 
this $300,000 loan was costing 5 per 
cent, as a matter of fact owing to the 
discount It was really costing 6%. 
The speaker rapped the taxation board 
as being unlikely to have any authori­
tative or comprehensive policy for the 
government

He devoted some time to the surtax 
on land, pointing out that farmers in 
municipalities escaped such a levy, 
and It fell only upon those less ad- 

. vantageously located In unorganized 
districts. Such a surtax discouraged 
development He also criticized the 
course taken by. the government In; 
lumping the expenditures In the esti­
mate, thus concealing from the House 
the makeup of the various notes. He 

.wanted to know why the government 
had spent $15,000 on the Griffith 
Hughes farm and was preparing to 
spend another $25,000. The admlnls- 

, tration, it seemed to him, seemed to 
be in a great hurry to get the support 

! of Mr. Hughes’ newspaper, the Victoria

I
 Times, and started lavish expenditures 
on the farm he had "loaned” for five 
years. When Mr. Hughes got the farm 
back it would be a valuable one indeed. 
Mr. Bowser caused a laugh when he : 

1 read a list of names of Chinese who: 
had been employed by thé gôvèmment 
on the farm and had been paid $836. 
Premier Oliver promptly pointed out 
that the government had discharged 
the Chinese as soon as whites were 
available to take their places.
OH RETURHBD SOLDIERS.

He appealed to the government to 
treat the returned soldier "with de­
cency and sympathy." He declared that 
no returned soldier policy had been 
brought down since the government 
took office, until the administration 
had been stampeded Into action by u 
recent demonstration In front of the 

: Parliament buildings, and had sud- ; 
denly introduced a h&lf-mlllion-dollar i 

: land bill.
One of the striking features of the 

Bowser speech was his enumeration 
of some thirty-five outstanding cases 
where civil service appointments had , 
been made by the government alleged- j 
ly without regard to the claims of re- 

j turned -soldiers or of officials now In 
the service. One by one he took up 
each Instance, and reading from re­
plies to his order-paper questions 
showed that the customary answers 
of the government were that a re­
turned soldier was not given the posl- , 
tlon because the department had no j 
information of an available veteran, j 
or that no suitable war hero had made I 
application for the position. He said 
U was, however, remarkable that grit 
heelers seemed to be in close touch 
with the civil service vacancies. The 
soldiers were well able to hold a rifle, 
btft apparently were not fit to hold the 
Bible ae "Swearing-in" officers In con­
nection with elections. That Job need- 

heelers with experience, he 
?? that an ex*8aloon keep- 

Waa made a game waraen

at Revelstoke on the plea that mere 
« was no soldier In the district fit for 
duty. The nephew of Premier Oliver 
read novels at $4 a day. in watching 
the P. G. E. audit In Parliament build­
ings. Mr. Bowser wanted to know what 
peculiar qualifications Mr. Walter 
Hepburn had for the position of mov­
ing picture censor, or Mrs. McGill as 
juvenile court judge, or Stanley Brown 
as Inspector of railway commissioners.
He thought that either returned sol­
diers or soldiers’ wives could be found 
for all these positions.
CROSS-FIRED WITH DR. KXHG.

Mr. Bowser fell foul of the speaker 
in connection with his reference to 
the dismissal of Provincial Constable 
Forrester at Creston. The speaker de­
clared that this dismissal was due to 
the activity of Forrester In prosecu­
tion of two men on liquor charges, 
and implied that these men were 
friends of Hon. Dr. J. H. King. The 
minister remarked, however, that the 
prosecutions had no connection with 
the dismissal although the latter came 
a few days afterwards. Mr. Bowser 
was not inclined to accept this state­
ment, taking as a ground that Dr. King 
could .not speak with authority upon 
a matter outside his own department.

"You are bound to accept the state­
ment,” said Mr. Speaker Keen.

"It seems unfortunate that you 
should make such a rule In regards 
to a matter arising in your own con­
stituency," replied Mr. Bowser, pass­
ing on to a criticism of the govern­
ment for appointing as Forrester’s 
successor a man who had been In this 
province only nine days.

He demanded from the government 
that It investigate the charges he had 
mado In his Kings speech address, that 
while Duggan was discharged for 
favoring the Unionist cause, many 
Liberal appointees who worked openly 
in the Laurier-Liberal campaign were 
not even reprimanded. He went over 
the list of them again, repeating the 
charges in each case.

Hon. Dr. King declared that he had 
an affidavit fronj Factory Inspector 

! Stewart, one of the men complained 
1 of, that he had not displayed the par- 
i ticular political activity alleged. 
QUOTED MR. FARRIS’ LETTER.

The opposition leader submitted a 
very interesting letter written on De­
cember 3, by the attorney-general, to 
the Longshoremen’s Union In Vancou­
ver. It was in reply to requests of 
November 29, for fortnightly pay legis­
lation and for other concessions which 
might involve Dominion action. It 
was significant, said Mr. Bowser, that 
in this letter written Just before the 
Unionist election, the attorney-general,

( himself a Laurler-Llberal, had written 
to the Longshoremen: "It may be
that there will soon be a government 
at Ottawa, with which we can act In 
closer co-operation." The speaker 
thought this a very strange statement 
to make, and one which made it quite 
clear as to what attitude might be 
expected from this government with 
regard to the federal Unionist admin­
istration. In closing his speech he 
urged encouragement by way of 
bounty to the iron and steel Industry 
and also besought the government to . 
enter upon a shipbuilding policy. |
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NEW MISTER OF 
I AGRICULTURE SOON
Oliver and Bowser Had Live­

ly Tilt Over Question of 
Premier’s Salary.

VICTORIA, April 15.—The cloeure 
was applied In the Legislature oïi Sat­
urday afternoon, following a keen de­
bate In which Premier Oliver and the 

.leader of the opposition locked horns 
over the latter’s demand for an ex­
planation as to why in this year’s esti­
mates the words "without portfolio” 
in connection with the vote of $7600 
as ealeu-y for the Premier had been 
omitted, when last year the vote con­
tained those words, thus making It 
clear that the Premier then was to re­
ceive $7600, but only on the under­
standing that he held the position alone 
without any connection with any other 
portfolio.

• The leader of * the opposition made 
; it. clear that the opposition would in- 
i alet upon an explanation. After nearly 
;an hour’s debate the Premier, who ac­
cused Mr. Bowser of merely attempt- 

I lng to raise a bogey man, a fictitious 
[cry on which he could appeal to the 
[electors, called for the putting of the 
: formal resolution covering the vote for 
the office.

The opposition resented this move, 
and when Mr. F. A. Pauline, who pre-, 
sided as chairman of the ways and 
means committee, put the resolution, 
which was carried by the government 
majority, Mr. Bowser appealed to Mr. 
Speaker, who ruled the Premier's clos­
ure plan was out of order, In that It 
could not be put unless the Speaker 
dr Deputy Speaker occupied the chair, j

An appeal by the Premier against1 
the decision of the chair was upheld, 

.and the vote for the office was put 
through.

Incidentally, during the discussion! 
Hon. Mr. Oliver stated that following' 
thé termination of the session he pro-; 
posed to relinquish the portfolio of ag­
riculture. Who his successor as mln-|

"M



*8ter or agriculture will be he did not 
state. It will probably bo Mr. E. D. 
Barrow of Chilliwack.

Mr. Bowser declared that every mem­
ber on the government side would be 
delighted to hear that the Premier con­
templated vacating the portfolio of 
agriculture; that would make them 
good. He could see each government 

.supporter writing home to his better . 
half and felling her he had hopes. He 

! asserted that under the old government- 
the Premier held a portfolio for which 
he received $6000 and was given $3000: 
as Premier. With his sessional in­
demnity of $1600. the Premier then re­
ceived a total of $10,600. Now the 
Premier received $7500 and another in­
dividual was given $6000 for a port­
folio, with the sessional Indemnity of 
$1600; a total of $14,100 was being 
paid where $10,600 was paid before, 
this, too, by a government pledged to 
economy and retrenchment.

Attorney-General Farris—It's worth 
It.

I "The attorney-general smirks and 
says it is worth it," retorted Mr. Bow- 

i ser. "Well, perhaps in the light of the 
I recent byelections the people, burdened 
' by sur-tax and other heavy taxes, do 
not think so. As these estimates are 
framed, the Premier can keep both the 

I Premiership and the portfolio of ngrl- 
I culture. An explanation of the elim­
ination of those words, which would 
prove the necessary safeguard against 
any such step, is due to the opposition.

Mr. George Bell stated the House 
regretted that under last year's ar­
rangement It Is costing the people over 
$4000 more, but he felt the additional 
expense was warranted by results. 
With all due respect tô the late Sir 
Richard McBride, who had held the 
portfolios of Premier and minister of 
mines, it had not been possible for him 
to give adequate attention to the needs 
of both.

LAST WEEK AT VICTORIA
Premier Oliver Plane to Leave for last 

Heat Saturday.
VICTORIA. April 15.—The members 

of the House reassembled today de­
termined to close up tho session by 
the end of this week and accordingly 
the word has gone out to rush busi­
ness as fast as possible. Despite t>e 
fact that half a dozen new bills will 
come down during the next few dayst 
It,is believed possible to complete the 

. programme by next Saturday. In the 
ordinary course there is enough busi­
ness still on hand to keep the Legis­
lature In session for at least two 
weeks, but Premier Oliver wants to 
leave for Ottawa next Saturday, and 
this fact, combined with the desire ofl 
tlie up-country members to return to 
their homes leads to the decision to 
rush business through.

It is planned to wind up eomfelttee 
consideration of the estimates» today 
even If the House has to sit all night.

ARE CRITICAL OF 
AMOUNTS IN

jj estjma®
Mv. Brewster's Acquisition 

of Cobble Hill Farm Is 
Questioned.

New Superintendent of Po­
lice Has Former Salary 

Doubled.

|0bjection Taken to Extra 
Money for Movie Cen­

sor Hepburn.

Premier Undergoes^Change 
of Heart on Tuberculin 

Cattle Test.
VICTORIA, April 15.—The deal 

whereby the government took over tho 
< Gobble Hill farm of Mr. Griffith 

g Hughes was made by the late Hon. 
IR C. Brewster.

"It was not handled In a business- 
B like manner, said Premier Oliver on 
M Saturday In the House, "but I take tho 
ieteaponhibllity now."
D, To W J. Bowser the Premier ad- 

’ milted that the government would pay 
m «1 taxes on the place, and when the 

1 leader of the opposition quoted from 
le report of tho provincial soil in- 
lector to the errefct that unless large 
pond!turcs wére made to keep the 

t going for four years its opera- 
would not pay initial expense*», the 

•emier stated that If he were In orge of it personally jie ccMld make 
pay handsomely.

I» SOLDIERS.
'A white elephant" la the way tho 

lead *• cf tho opposition described the 
farm, lie scored the unbusinesslike 

*n which the government had 
become involved In an obligation cost­
ing thousands. It was a run-down 
rarra, he said, the government takes it 
over, pays all taxes and puts up thou­
sands in drainage, buildings, breaking 
JJ®?? Sr,°ru^' ctc- After a year, and 
with $15,000 spent, but two returned 
soldiers were trained, one of them now 
being employed on the farm at tiro 
magnificent salary of $35 a month.

This is a sample of what the re­
turned soldiers are getting from this 
government." said Lieut. Mackenzie of 
Delta. "Do you wonder we had them 
all over here the other night? It Is in 
line with the government's action on 
the new Civil Service Act, nothing 
tangible, nothing done."

Mr. Ross suggested it was not yet 
too la^e to secure a proper agreement, 
while Mr. Jackson, The Islands, sug­
gested "Frondeg" would not prove 
satisfactory, and It would be better to 
acquire some good land in the vicinity 
of tho Dominion experimental farm at 
Sidney. Plenty of land could be secur­
ed on similar terms to that given by 
Mr. Hughes, he said.

Some amusement was occasioned 
when the item of a $500 grant to the 
Goat Breeders’ Association was 
reached. The Premier stated he had 
had lots of suggestions as to the ad­
visability of encouraging breeding of 
that class of stock in British Colum­
bia, one woman writing to him and 
suggesting lie should charter a steam­
ship, go to Mexico, and bring back a 
cargo of the animals.
RECOMPENSE FOB CATTLE.

An hour’s discussion occurred on the 
vote of $20,000 for compensation for 
tubercular cattle killed by govern­
ment inspectors. The Premier, who 
has hitherto been opposed to the tu­
berculin test, apparently lias changed 
his ideas to a great extent. The 
necessity of a change in tho regula­
tions whereby tlie man with one or 
two head should get a larger compen­
sation than 50 per cent, of the value 
of his animals, was urged, and It was 
pointed out that In the case of largo 
herds the owners were actually bene­
fited by the tests and should not be 
placed on the same basis as the 
smaller owners. The Premier ex­
pressed ills willingness to receive any 
suggestions as to amendments to ex­
isting regulations and probably some 
will be brought In by members Inter­
ested in the matter.

Chief discussion on Items connected 
with the attorney-general's department 
centred about the salary of the new 
superintendent of provincial police, Mr. 
McMynn, recently transferred from the 
Okalla prison farm where he received 
a salary ns warden of $1680. to the 
head office at a salary of $3360, In 
succession to former SupL Campbell, 
who has been moved to Okalla at a 
salary of $1920.

Mr. Bowser pointed to Mr. Camp­
bell’s twenty-five years' service during 
which he had worked his way up to 
the highest position in the department; 
his honesty and wide experience of the 
province, and declared his reduction 
now was an Insult and no proper 
course to pursue to build up the ser­
vice and ensure a contented civil eer^ 
vice.* On the other hand, while he 
knew Mr. MfcMynn to be an estimable 
man. he did not think him possessed 
of knowledge of the province, or that 
he knew one-half as much as the for­
mer superintendent In regard to police 
duty.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo and Mr. Manson 
referred to the Hazelton bank robbery 
and the conduct of the police on that 
occasion as evidence of poor police 
work, indicating laok of proper super­
vision, but Mv. Bowser retorted that 
he supposed on that reasoning the 
New Westminster bank robbery would 
be advanced as an argument against 
the New Westminster and Vancouver 
police chiefs.
TBIED TO GET CHAMBERLAIN.

Attorney-general Farris admitted 
Mr. Campbell was a fine typo of man, 
but he lacked Initiative» he said» and 
probably he had been so long under 
the direction of the former attorney- 
general that he had lost his Indepen­
dence of action and got Into a rut. He 
had tried to secure the services of the 
former chief of Vancouver, Mr. Cham­
berlain, but could not. Mr. McMynn 
possessed organizing ability, ho 
claimed, and it was necessary to have 
a complete reorganization by which 
various services could be co-ordinated 
and the work done with less qver-lap- 
ping than formerly.

Mr. Whiteside pointed to the fae*i 
that former Warden Turnbull of the 
New Westminster Jail had been let 
out after eighteen years of service, 
and something should be done for him. 
He had been badly treated by the gov­
ernment, Mv. Whiteside sold.

Mr. Manson objected to tlie salary 
to be paid to Mr. McMynn in view of 
the small wages being paid other old- 
time civil servants. A salary read­
justment all round was the suggestion 
of the member for Omineca.

Objection to the salary of Moving 
Pfeture Censor Hepburn, $2040, and 
with three assistants, was made by 
Mr. Bowser, who learned that that 
official. In addition, will draw $860 
from the finance department for his 
work of taking care of the amuse­
ment tax funds. Mr. Hepburn, Mr. 
Bowser asserted, was over the age 
limit for civil servants,, did not pos­
sess any special qualifications that 
would warrant Ills being employed, 
and some one in the office should liavo 
been promoted. Ho advocated cut­
ting the $2040 Item by $360 providing 
the minister of finance intended he

69 35
ÎI? 1 aPpr°PrtatlonB. The 

ÎÎÏÏ, ‘li?1 Ih,e amusenient tax motley* ! 
3^t,5h£?ush 1,18 han,,s was no 
Tb. Yoto Bto™<f' 1Ir' B0W50r ‘""“ekt. I 

TOR PROHIBITION WORK.
A valuable official whose duties em- : 

brace a wide scope;’ was the way At- <
nrnMWM6110131 Farris referred to the ! 
prohibition commissioner, Mr. Find- 
twL’ whotie salary of $2400 and 
those of assistants, vendors, etc in- I
$30*405 in10,i°i°0 f°r purul,atio of "stock", 

In a11’. was Passed without com* 
ment from the opposition.

°/ ,*3480 forl salary of an 
inspector of legal offices brought thethatawhViflnthr0m< t’^terney-general

there 18 no such
S'11-,11 w,aa Proposal to have Mr. • 
Pineo, departmental solicitor, now ex­
ercising the duties, devote all his time to caring for legislation, eic. Hon. 85? 

- barris ,op ned that up to date not 
f ^fflcldnt time had been spent on that 
2SÎ* « reRUît tha* legislation

i cam® to the House in ill-digested and 
i unsatisfactory manner. Tn that event
: be°eoc!treTCt0r uf lc¥al offlcca notad
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BLAMES FORMER 
I SYSTEM FOR 

ESCAPES
Attorney - general Defends 
Appointment of Miss Bayne 

to Girls’ School.

Socialist's Characteristic 
Speech on “Canting Hum­
bugs Full of Goodwill."

Mr. Whiteside Complains of 
Small Salary of Royal City : 

Magistrate.

Education of Deaf, Dumb 
and Blind Children Is 

Discussed.
I VICTORIA, April 16.-—Consideration i 
of the estimates for the year always 

'provides many fruitful topics of warm 
argument In the Legislature, but none 
proved so Interesting to the House this 
session as the discussion yesterday 
over the Girls’ Industrial School in 
Vancouver.

Mr. W. J. Bowser declared that It 
was not necessary to And a new woman 
superintendent in Miss Bayne to re­
place former Superintendent Collier _ 
and his wife. A man's fli*m direction 

I was required, he claimed. He pointed ’ 
out that shortly after the appointment 
of the new superintendent, which lie 
considered was political, sixteen girls 
escaped from the institution, although 
the attorney-general In answering 
questions In the House had originally 
placed the number at five. Mr. Bowser 
twitted Mr. Farris with chasing after
the women, meantnr by that, he haet-....
lly explained, that the attorney-gen­
eral was anxiously seeking the 
women’s vote, hence his selection of a 
woman superintendent.

The worst feature of the situation, 
he claimed, was that five of those es­
caped girls were kept for from eight 
to ten days in the Vancouver police 
station Illegally and were then sent 
to the Oakalla prison farm to asso­
ciate with older women convicted .ofl 
crime. In his own day there was only ' 
one case of an Industrial school In­
mate being transferred to prison and • 
that was of a young man.
WHY THEY B8CAFBD.

Attorney-General Farris in replying 
to the criticism declared that there : 
were several reasons for the escape 
of the girls, among them being the 
treatment they had received under the 
old regime. There was no place for 
exercise, despite the huge sum of 
money spént on the school building 
and property, the staff had not been 
Increased despite the Increase In in­
mates, there was no separate dormi­
tory for girls who might corrupt the 
others, the window-fastenings were 
not secure, the building was in some 
respects insanitary, evil outsiders hung 
around and the whole systepi was a 
case of "all collar and no socks."

When Mr. Bowser declared that the 
: girls sent to the prison farm were- 
Improperly treated, the attorney-gen- 

I eral read from their records to show 
that they had been incorrigibles, had 
frequently been on bread and water, 
and had received whippings under the 
former management. The medical 
sheet would also show an Interesting 
record 4ft their cases, he declared.

"Let us take It as read," Interjected 
ML Whiteside.



During consideration of other totès 
in the attorney-general’s department, 
Mr. Bowser said he failed to see why 
there should be a. fifty-dollar increase 
for the medical inspector at Kamloops 
and Nelson. It was explained that the 
doctor at Kamloops also did the old 
man's home inspection work. Hon. Mr. 
Farris twitted Mr. Bowser with both­
ering about fifty-dollar items, re­
marked that the government always 
heard from him of the Increases, but 
never of the saving.

Mr. Bowser asked what was being 
done to find a position for Warden 
Turnbull of the New Westminster Jail 
which had been closed up. The opposi­
tion leader thought that Mr. Turnbull 
I whom he considered an efficient of-j
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men a organizations^
the selection of a * 
dent. The wo.k _oi 
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they wc 
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FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS
The girls sent to Oakalla 
there under express power 
a. Bowser act. One by one 

mid be returned to the home 
»___ improvement* in behavior war­

ranted It.
CAHTXYG HUMBUGS, HI SAYS.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite contributed to 
the debate by rounding on Mr. Bell of 
Victoria who had previously described 
him as ranting and raving. The New­
castle member said that the Victoria 
man belonged to the “unca guid class 
of hypocritical people who are always 
glad to Incarcerate children, who be- 1 
lieved in sending a youngster to Jail 
until it improved.” That system of 
bread and water and thrashing was 
“absolutely rotten." be declared. He 
added that Mr. Bell and "other canting 
humbugs, full of goodwill" would be 
dealt with by the people the first 
chance they got at him. He and sev-

j long"1 01 *h* Heu“ would not

Ln?Iri^,l?wtÎLonlJhwalte he did
I not bother much about the medical 
I ,of tb® S|rls referred to. The
I StSff rtcord of most British public 
I schools was none too good and if that

I fleer should be placed at Oakalla, tn- 
1 stead of having a man from Saanich 
sent there.

Mr. Whiteside of New Westminster 
agreed that Mr. Turnbull should have 
become warden at Oakalla. He would 
be "taken care of however. he
thought.

Attorney-General Farris said It was 
a pity the old government had not 
founded a superannuation fund.

Mr. Bowser repllud that the prac­
tice had been to give a faithful ser­
vant a retiring allowance. All the new 
government did was to give a three 
months* salary allowance If the em­
ployee had been ten years In the ser­
vice. with one month’s salary if five 
years employed.

"Why should there be any allowance? 
! There Is none in other walks of life,* 
: said Mr. Walters.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said thys 
should be a pension in every position, 
whether governmental or private. All
workers were entitled to that consul- 

: eratlon.
to do away with that system," de­
clared Mr. Farris.

Mr. J. S. Cowper told the House that' 
he had made a personal inspection of

MARKS IDENTIFY THEM
Police Would Have Easy Time Tracing 

Messrs. Parris and Bowser.
VICTORIA, April 16.—Hon. J. W. 

deB. Farris, attorney-general, and W: 
J. Bowser, former premier and attor­
ney-general and present leader of the 
opposition, have both left their marks 
In the Dominion bureau for the Identi­
fication of criminals. They have both 
had finger-prints taken in the Federal 
bureau.

This somewhat startling information 
was given to the House yesterday when 
Mr. Bowser asked for details with re-

f;ard to a vote of $1000 for the estab- 
lahment of such a bureau In the pro­

vincial police department. The attor­
ney-general said that he had examined 
the work done at Ottawa and thought 
It wise to commence here In order to 
co-operate with the Dominion authori­
ties. He casually mentioned that he 
had during Inspection of the Ottawa 
system taken advantage of the chance 
to have his own finger-prints taken.

“I am glad to hear that my friend 
has made his mark there,** remarked 
Mr. Bowser.

“But I learned that the attorney-gen­
eral of the old government had been 
there before me," answered Hon. Mr.

Mr. Bowser observed that the record 
would be complete when Mr. Farris' 
predecessor (Mr. Macdonald) left his 
Impression there as well.

The House then went on with the 
attorney-general’s estimates.

Bowser, who could not see why the 
unspent balance could not be applied 
this year and a saving effected. This 
year the grant calls for $3300, of 
which $500 la for Nelson and $2800 
Is provisional. In this connection Mr. 
David Whiteside of New Westminster 
drew attention that Magistrate Clute 
of the Royal City draws only $250 and 
does more work than the Vancouver 
magistrate, who draws twice that sum. 
Mr. Whiteside wanted the matter in-> 
vestlgated. and the attorney-general 
promised to see what could be done 
toward a more equitable arrangement.

It has been the practice to grant $600 
annually to the Bar Association for of the members that the domestic ' 

science training would be put on the i 
same basis as manual training.

Mr. Manson of Omenlca offered a 
suggestion that during the war period 
the public school Inspectors carry on 
the work of high school Inspection or

legal library facilities and assistance 
rendered to the government In un­
tangling involved legal problems. Such 
an item was Included In this year's 
estimates, but Mr. Alec Manson arose 
to state that while the object might be 
laudable, In these strenuous times, 
and in view of the minimum of assis­
tance rendered, the grant might well 
be disposed of this year In the inter­
ests of economy- Attorney-General 
Farris stated that the $600 included i 
in the present estimates was appor­
tioned in fulfilment of last year*s 
agreement which was never fulflHM, 
explaining that it was really a re-vote 
of last year's apportionment. Lieut. 
McKenzie of Delta, wanted to know 
whether it was the intention to con­
tinue this practice, but was told by 
the attorney-general that It would de­
pend largely on circumstances. The
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WILL NOT BE PASSED

j Bet Mr. weart Is Trying to Ost Atten-

J. W.VICTORIA. April, 17.—Mr. ...
Weart of South Vancouver, being un­
able to get his old age pensions bill 
before the Legislature as It Is a meas­
ure affecting crown revenue, came to 
the front yesterday with a resolution 
urging the government to bring in 
such a bilL He explained briefly the 
virtues of a pension for the aged resi­
dents of the province. Mr. Whiteside ' 
of New Westminster moved the " ad-j 
Joumroent of the debate.

As the government has declined to 
bring In such a bill at present there Is l 
a chance that the session will close , 
before Mr. Weart's resolution is dis- ; 
posed of and It will thus be left high 
and dry. The South Vancouver mem­
ber said In the House yesterday that 
he would be willing to accept legisla­
tion next session If he could not get a

OPPOSE LUMP SUM VOTE
Appropriations in Attorney-General's 

Department Are Discussed.
VICTORIA. April 16.—The opposi­

tion found unexpected support Mon­
day when It. challenged..the. lump sum 
votes of the attorney-general's de­
partment in respect to provincial po­
lice. In former years the system was 
to separate the items into districts, 
but in this year’s estimates they are 
lumped together in a salary total of 
$176.000.

Attorney-General Farris explained

grant

When the grant for $11,500 for edu­
cation of deaf, bumb and blind was 
called, Mr. J. B. W. Thompson of 
Grand Forks arose to state his regret 
that the government could not see Its 
way clear to make provision for a 
provincial oral school where these ab­
normal children might be taken in and 1 
taught useful occupations as wen as 
the principles of English education.

! In reply, Hon. Dr. MacLean said that 
the establishment of such a training 1 
school would incur great expense, and I 
inasmuch as this is impracticable this 
year, the government decided to assist 
the oral school In Vancouver which is 
doing a splendid work along ~ these

Mr. J. W. Jones of South Okanagan, 
appreciated the government’s sympathy 
with these defective children, but

government Mil now.

-CLOSING B. C. OFFICE
Questioa Discussed, but Usual Tots 

for Operation Xs Passed.
VICTORIA. April 17.—British Co­

lumbia House in London came in for 
its usual attention when the estimates 
were taken up In the House yester­
day. The vote remained unchanged.

Mr. Bowser urged the government 
not to give way to any sudden econom­
ical leanings and abolish the office 
In the Old Country. He also coun­
selled the administration not to ap­
point Mr. F. C. Wade of Vancouver 
as commissioner In succession to the 
late Sir Richard McBride.

Premier Oliver promised that the 
whole question of the desirability of 
keeping the office open would be gone 
Into shortly. He admitted that he was 
not in favor of abolishing the office, 
because a "live" representative In Lon­
don would be of great value to the 
province. There was the question, 
however, to consider as to the vir­
tue of carrying the load entailed In 
the cost of the big new building. ^

would not be of arut advantage. By 
next session therf would be some 
substantial reorganisation which 
could not be show» naturally in the 
estimates, he pointed out.

But Mr. Walters, Liberal member (or 
Yale, said he considered lumping the 
votes a rétrogradé! movement which 
gave the public the Idea that there was 
something behind It. He thought that 
each member and the public should 
know where the constables were to be 
stationed.

"Details would not help you any if 
we change or withdraw them," an­
swered the attorney-general.

Hon. Mr. Farris admitted that the 
vote was Increased over last year as 
there were seven or eight more men, 
but a big saving had been achieved in 
game departmeni salaries.

Mr. Bowser declared that even in 
, 1916 when the civil service was prob­
ably overmanned as a result of the 
boom days of a few years earlier, the 
civil salary expenses were less than

with these defective ------------- -----.
thought the matter of vital importance, | 
surpassing perhaps even that of tuber­
culosis In demand for government ac­
tion. He declared the Vancouver school 
unable to accommodate all who ap- , 
plied, and deplored the evident ne­
cessity of sending some of these chil- ! 
dren out of the province to the school I 
(acllltlee of other provinces. The grant l 
was pa»"^t- ■

i ft



Messrs. Cowper and Weart Were in­
clined to cut down the salary of the 
acting commissioner and get rid of 
the building. They considered a city 
office would be sufficient. C. F. Nel­
son told of hts visit to the building 
when he was on the overseas prohibi­
tion commission. He was Inclined to 
be pessimistic about the future of 
such a large project as the province 
now carried on there. Mr. Whiteside 
of New Westminster, chairman of the 
commission, took a more rosy view, 
however. He thought that British Co­
lumbia House would eventually be a

EVERY WOMAN’S 
VOTE HER OWN

But If Her Husband Is Civil 
Servant, She Should Not 

Work in Politics.

This Is W. J. Bowser's View, 
but Premier Strongly Dif­

fers With Him.

Wives of Government Offi­
cials May Display Political 

Opinions, He Avers.

List of Active Wives of Van­
couver Office-holders Quot­

ed by Opposition Leader.
VICTORIA. April 17.—Both govern­

ment and opposition ItaVe definitely 
declared their policy with respect to 
the statue of wives of civil servants.

Mr. W. J. Bowser believes that 
women who live on salaries paid their 
husbands from the public purse should 
cot take part In politics.

Hon. John Oliver considers that 
every wife should have her own polit- j 
leal Individuality, even publicly dis-1 
played, no matter whether her husband 
Is a civil servant or not

The subject came up during Honse 
committee consideration of the esti­
mates early yesterday morning.

Mr. Bowser was dealing with the 
appointment of C. J. Wilkes as chief 
janitor of the Vancouver courthouse, 
replacing Janitor MacLennan. The lat­
ter had received $100 per month, but 
the budget salary provided for the ap­
pointee of the new government was 
$1820 per year. The opposition leader 
wanted to know why more money was 
being given to the Liberal appointee 
than was paid the former Janitor, de- , 
spite the fact that the courthouse Is i 
not ùsed to such a great extent now as 
formerly.
MM. PATTVLLO OH TROWHS.

He answered his own question by 
declaring that the reason lay In the 
Influence which the ladles evidently 
had upon the attorney-general. Mr. 
Wilkes got the Job largely because of 
the political activity of hls wife. The, 
same held good In the ease of Stanley j 
Brown, Inspector of railways, he said.

•T beg to differ," Interjected Hon. 
Mr. Pattullo."You beg to differl What do you • 
know about it?" demanded Mr. Bowser.

"Don't think you frighten me with 
that frown," said the minister. "Time 
was when the honorable member’s 
frown would frighten forty sycophan- 
tlo members of this House, but that 
day has gone never to return."
Wie THEM nr ▲ LIST.

Mr. Bowser went on to read a list 
of the active Liberal women In Van­
couver, who were wives of men re- 

• cently appointed to public office. They 
Included Mrs. H. S. Wood, whose hus­
band became crown prosecutor; Mrs. 
Frank Burnett, whose husband Is as­
sessor In Vancouver; Mrs. H. Urquhart, ; 
whose husband Is vendor of liquor In 1 
Vancouver; Mrs. Stanley Brown, wife 
of the Inspector of railways; Mrs. W.1 
8. Sleeves, whose husband "If he has, 
not a Job now is going to get one";! 
Mrs. James Stables, wife of the new 
sewerage board chairman; Mrs. B. S. 
Brown, whose husband was said to be 
slated for the game inspectorate under 
the new game law amendments. The 
opposition leader read from newspaper 
reports to show that these women 
were active Liberal workers, and even 
after the appointment to office of their 
husbands had taken a prominent part 
In a Laurler-Liberal gathering.
AT LAUBIE» CONVENTIONS.

j "If you want to hold a provincial' 
j position In Vancouver, all you need to i 
do If you can't go to a Laurler-Llb-, 

il convention yourself Is to send
~ r

your wife," commented Mr. Bowser.
He went on to say that not o* should 
any man in civil service ke- . ut of 
politics but so also Bhou., H wife, who lived off the money » ’ Ivtà 
from the taxpayers.

"You won't find the appointee» »f the old government or their wives do- t 
lng this sort of thing," he said. !

PREMIER S VIEW.Premier Oliver replied that no wife’ 
should have to sacrifice her Individ- j 
uallty because her husband held a 
political post She should not be fet- ! 
tered In any way. He wanted to know 1 
If Mr. Bowser would appoint only I 
single men for fear that the wives of 
married men would get into politics, i "I say the woman who receives her ! 
livelihood through the salary earned 1 
by her husband has no right to get Into 
politics. She has her ballot right but 
to take a public part would only create 
friction between political sections of 
the taxpayers. Decency demands that 
she should retire."

“Would you dismiss the husband if 
she refused?" asked Hon. Mr. Farris.

“I think all that Is necessary Is to 
bring the matter to her attention and 
that of her husband," was the answer.

Mr. McGeer of Richmond said he 
was astounded at the cave-man prin­
ciples of the leader of the opposition.
COMPARISONS OP SALARIES.

Before the discussion closed, Hon. 
Mr. Hart made a statement with re­
spect to the civil service salaries which 
the opposition had declared were 
higher tpis year than ever before de­
spite all the Liberal promises of econ­
omy. Notwithstanding the high cost 
of living, the civil service lists for 
1918-19 totalled only $1,908,829, said 
the minister. He declared that the 
high water mark of the salaries of the 
old government In 1916-16 was not 
$1,600,000 as stated by the opposition, 
but was $1,944,168, a figure somewhat 
ibove this year's total.

W® BILL DRIPS

Government Has No Inten­
tion of Protecting Irriga­

tion Stockholders.
VICTORIA. April 17.—Contrary to j 

the suggestion held out in its namej 
the bill amending the Irrigation pro- ; 
vlsipns of the Water Act proved, a dry 
proposition In tho House Tuesday af­
ternoon. The estimates had been left 
over for the evening session and the 
House went into committee on the 
water legislation. Perhaps It would 
be better to say that a corporal’s guard 
went Into committee. Only seventeen 
members stayed in the House and most 
of these devoted their time to the eve­
ning paper. Hon. Mr. Pattullo took 
the bill through its stages. Mr. Bell of 
Victoria acting as chairman. The 
only other members who took any In­
terest In the proceedings were Dr. K. 
C. Macdonald of North Okanagan, Mr. 
J. W. Jones of South Okanagan, Mr. 
W. A. McKenzie of Similkameen and 
Mr. D. Whiteside of New Westminster. 
OUT BY NINE-TENTHS.

Mr. Jones appeared as the chief 
critic of the bill. He charged that the 
minister had made pre-election pro­
mises in Similkameen that a $500,000 
conservation fund would go towards,1 
the relief of the Irrigated sections, 
but it had dwindled until the estimates 
only contained $60,000. Hon. Mr. Pat-i 
tullo replied that this sum was as 
much ns could be well expended in 
any one year. The minister accused 
Mr. Jones of being over-solicitous of 
the water companies. The South 
Okanagan man promptly retorted that 
this interest consisted of one share of 
i-ioo, which he offered to sell to the 
minister for ten cents. The two op­
position members got some amuse­
ment out of reminding the minister 
that bis $500,000 fund promise failed 
to have any effect in the Similkameen, 
where the by-election went strongly 
against the administration.

Mr Jones expressed the hope that 
the minister would eventually reach 
public ownership as he seemed to be 
moving year by year In that direction. 
Meantime, urged the member, the 
drastic clauses of the new bill should 
contain some provision so that com­
panies forfeiting their systems to the 
waterusers through inamllty to oper­
ate should have a chance to resume 
control later on if conditions Improved.
THEY FIRST MADE XOH1Y.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo said the companies 
had all made money out of land sales 
and deserved little special considéra, 
tion now. The government had no In. 
ten lion of protecting the Investment 
of stock and bondholders In these 
concerns, he said. Its Interest was 
only to see that the men on the land 
got water.

Mr. Jones eâld only one such com- 
i pany In the Okanagan ever paid a dlvi-
! The committee dragged on until 6 
o'clock, reporting some progress on 
the bill.
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RETAIN EQUITIES 
UNTIL AFTERM
Vancouver Deputation Asks 

Government for Extension 
of Moratorium.

Victoria, April 17.—An extension of 
the moratorium principle In order to 
protect the equity which a landholder 
may have In his property is sought 
from the government by a Vancouver 
deputation which discussed the quee- ? 
tion here yesterday. The deputation ' 
comprised ex-Aid. J. J. Miller, Mr. R. 
D. Rorlson, Mr. Bland, ex-Ald. J. W. 
Prescott, Mr. A. Whyte and Mr. T. 
Mathews.

Members of the Terminal City dele­
gation declare that they obtained a 
favorable hearing from the govern­
ment, and they hope that something I 
in the nature of relief will be obtain"1 
ed. Their request summed up is that 
the equity which a landholder has 
shal> not be wiped out by the mort­
gagee, but shall remain until after 
the wav. They are asking that tills 
concession be made retroactive in 
order to cover all lands which may 
have been seized by the mortgagee, 
but which have so far not been resold. 

'The members of the deputation ad­
vance the view that normal values will 
return, and it Is not fair in the mean­
time that the landholders should lose 1 
all and the mortgage-holders virtually \ 
lose nothing. If there is to be a loss 
it should be shared, they consider, on ; 
the ground that the mortgagee went 
Into the deal virtually as a partner, 
and should not receive full protection 
'at the entire expense of the land­
holder.

The amendment desired by the dele­
gation reads:

During the continuance of the pres­
ent war in Europe, and "for two years 
after the end thereof, no mortgage of 
land shall be foreclosed, nor shall any 
judgment for money secured by any 
euch mortgage be recorded against any 
person who,

(a) Assigns to the mortgagee or 
oerson standing In the place of the 
mortgagee all revenue which may be 
derived from the mortgaged premises, 
or who,

(b) Is himself the actual resident 
or occupant of the whole or a major 
portion of the mortgaged premises, 
and who submits to the payment to 
the mortgagee or person standing In 
the place of the mortgagee of a 
periodic sum equal to the rent that 
could be derived from such premises, 
1st who,

(c) If euch land is producing no '
, revenue, enters Into an agreement with
the mortgagee or person standing in 
the place of the mortgagee, to qult- 

1 claim all Interest with right to re-,

Notwithstanding the foreclosure of 
my mortgage of lands, any defendant 
m foreclosed since the commencement 

’? tha present war until the expira- 
lon of two years after the end of such 
var, may redeem the mortgaged 

premises upon payment of all money» 
due under such mortgage, together 
with the value of any improvements 
put upon the mortgaged premises since 
such foreclosure, and upon payment 
ef interest not over 8 per cent elnce 
the date of such foreclosure upon the 
mortgaged debt.

Provided that this section shall not 
apply when the person to whom fore­
closure was granted has for value 
bona fide disposed of his interest In 
the mortgaged premises. ,

GRAND JURY PLAN 
TO GO OVERBOARD

J. W. Weart Declines to Vote 
and Establishes a Pre­

cedent.
VICTORIA, April 17—Aâoptln* a 

resolution offered by Attorney-General 
Farris, the Legislature yesterday de­
cided to ask the Federal authorities for 
an amendment to the criminal code 
doing away with grand Juries In this 
province. The attorney-general de­
clared that a great saving would there­
by be accomplished. He pointed out 
that there were no grand Juries In Sas­
katchewan and Alberta and It was 
quite feasible to offer an Indictment 
without the formality of grand Jury 
proceedings.

Mr- Bowser was opposed to the reso­
lution. announcing that In hie opinion 
it was an interference with the prin­
ciples of the administration of justice. 
He wanted to know who would be held 
responsible for indictments If there 
were no grand Juries, and pointed out 
that they also performed an Impor­
tant function In investigating cases of 
death by misadventure where a trial 
before a petit Jury would be ooetly and
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unnecessary. They also Inspected pub- 

i lie buildings and structures. Do not 
tamper with Justice, was the substance 
of his plea.

Mr. Bell of Victoria thought a grand 
Jury only a matter of form, but strange 
to say Mr. Hawthomthwalte, the So 
clallst member, was a strong upholder 
of the view or Mr. Bowser. He said
the House of Lords, Senate and such 

! Institutions might better be Improved
than eliminated. The same hel< 
with the grand Juries. Mr. Haw 
thornthwalte charged the Liberals with 
introducing radical ideas only when It 
cost them nothing, as in this case.

When the vote was taken It was 
found to be a straight party division. 
Mr. Weart of South Vancouver did not 
vote and when upon the Invitation of 
Mr. Bowser, the Speaker called for his 
vote he produced rules to show that he 
could not be forced to register his 
opinion. For years It has been the rule 

i in the House that members must vote 
In a formal division or leave the 
House, but Mr. Weart was able to show- 
new rules in the last edition of "May," 
the British authority, that a member 
was nof* obliged to vote. There was 
a long argument on the subject and 
Mr. Speaker Keen was at first Inclined 
to take the view that the member must 
record himself. Finally he fell in with 
the South Vancouver member's argu- j 
ments.

IDEA1 OF NURSES* BILL
Ho Intention to Hstabllsh “Close Cor­

poration,’1 Says Dr. Sutherland.
VICTORIA. April 16.—The Nurses 

Bill being Introduced by Dr. Suther­
land of Revelstoke Is creating consid­
erable comment among the members, 
of the Legislature. A news Item ap­
pearing In The Province of last week 
contained the suggestion that this bill 
was a "hardy annual," which had for 
Its purpose the creation of another 
"close corporation," similar to that of 
the medical and legal professions. The 
sponsor of the bill has the following to

:,This bill does not In any way con­
template a nurses' ‘close corporation.’ j 
It is a measure for which the graduate | 
nurses of this province, including those, 
splendid members of the profession1 
who have volunteered for service at ] 
the front, have been fighting for i 
years. The object of the act, which Is I 
on the statute books of Ontario, New I 
Brunswick, the three prairie provinces j 
and practically every state In the I 
Union, is simply to provide a means 
whereby a properly trained and quali­
fied nurse may Indicate to the general 
public by means of adding the letters 

' R. N. (signifying Registered Nurse) 
that she is an efficient nurse and has 
received the training and passed the 
examinations required by the council 
to be appointed under the act.

“The act will not only be useful in 
this way to those who are compelled to 
choose a nurse from the profession 
generally, but will make for greater 
efficiency and a higher standard of 
service in the profession. It will also 
overcome a handicap which the nurses 
of this province are met with In states 
and provinces which confer the degree, 
as If the act is passed all nurses from 
any part of Canada or the United 
States, where similar acts are In force, 
and the members of the profession In 
this province will be enabled to use 
their titles anywhere. It should be 
understood that the act does not at­
tempt to Interfere with the right of 
any one to follow the profession of 
nursing In the province, and that any 
properly qualified person may obtain 
recognition by the council. Graduate 
nurses, Including those at the front 
and those who may graduate from a 
proper training school within the next 
three years may be admitted by the 
council without examination."

iTHREESHIFTSORI 
CONTINUOUSLY 

! IF NECESSARY
Thirty-five Bills Must Be 

Disposed Of Before End 
of the Week.

War Relief Act Amendment 
Will Include Draft­

ed Men.

New Schedule of Certificates 
to Be Granted to 

Teachers.

Liquor Illegally Kept Will 
Hereafter Be Subject to 

Seizure.

VICTORIA. April IT.—Tour n.w 
I bills cam. in Tuesday afternoon. *It- 
1 Inn the Legislature thirty-live to deal 
(with before the close of the »•*'*?"'I which the Liberals In “S'.S"î«S
1 ssr.-ssrs s Hoeur.a°tfr

tinuously night and ®ay ,n
The, new measures comprise an

■'SSS&Sfflgfot
thTh°.ruit
sgreement wah made b»t*îen ,*h*xS°u 
ernment and the company In Apni. 191™ by which the province would pay 
the oomppny the extra cod o p 
vtdlng highway accommodation on Rx 
mthvav bridge across the Fraser « ?ort GeorgeT The railway erected
Irid^'à. "coaLfor" the'highway ,raf;
EBr",1n6,A,,d,ef?-.coTohL1’:^

. as payment In full of the balance.
TO ikcldde dbattbb MB*.

The War Relief Act amendment 1»

financial obligations eh»11 „"l !
tend to commissioned officers as we 
as enlisted men and shall Innuoe 
draftees as well as volunteers, 
to go Into effect on Mao 16 next.

The School Act amendment *lt es eu 
thorlty for the estabnshmeut of 
consolidated school for ««I "I:ng 
school districts provided a majority o 
the school district ratepayers in the 
case of rural districts ratify th«i union. 
It provides that adjoining 
school districts may "'»'«**!

I for the Interchange of pupils. It »mo , 
allows the department to *™n‘ ÏÏ*.

1 to school boards for courses 0,'“**JÏÎC 
tlon in manual training, domestic 

.. i science or commercial training. UP 
1 one-half the Initial amount n®ce8aa*T

equipment, the maximum for each 
course of Instruction to t>«Aj 
the department being the
schools may be e6tfbl‘!11}. School dls- 
school boards where In any school aie 
trlct there are at least twenty p j
readv to take Instruction in technical Education, manual training, domestic j 
science commercial training or In the 
ordinary branches of English educa-,

TEACHERS’ CIETirlCATJB. 1
The certificates to be issued by ® 

board of examiners for teachers In fu­
ture will be. academic, valid for life; 
first class, valid for life, and «wond 
class, valid for life. Third class shall 
be valid for three years if the appli­
cant has a preliminary normal wllTi^ 
cate. If he possesses both preliminary 
and advanced normal certificates the 
third class will be vsUd tor 1 fa. 
Graduates In arts, science or literature 
of recognized Canadian, British or 
colonial universities will be granted 
an academic if they hold Canadian 
normal certificates.

The new School Act amendments goi 
on to deal with the assessment in 
school districts and the voting in 
school district meetings.

The Prohibition Act amendments 
have previously been referred to. They 
clear up the status of Prohibition 
Commissioner Findlay of whom At­
torney-General Farris said In the 
House the other night that he was an 
excellent and painstaking official. The 
bill permits the seizure of liquor Il­
legally kept as well as of that Illegally 
sold It gives manufacturers added 
rights with regard to keeping liquor 
and also allows vessel captains to 
have a supply on hand for emergency. 
Perfumery and medicine manufactur­
ers may buy and use liquor for pur­
poses of manufacture, providing they 
hold a permit from the commissioner.

MINlNGRlGHTS
AL0NGE.&N.

Hon, William Sloan Proposes 
to Radically Change 

Conditions.

Old Grant to Railway Has 
Radically Hampered Min­

eral Development.
Victoria, April 17 —The abolition of 

conditions by which dual control of1 
the base metals of the E. A N. belt 
en Vancouver Island obtains Is aimed 
at in a resolution offered to the £<egls- 
lature yesterday by Hon. William • 
oloan, minister of mines.

He explained that under the terms 
of the original land grant to the rail­
way company. It enjoyed control of 
the base metals within the railway 
belt Pressed upon the point by Mr. 
Bowser, he reiterated hj§__nta*em*nt 
that the province had^noownfirshtp 
In the base iRfitalafol though It ex-1 
ercised the ordinary control vested 
TTT,MiPr»HV«l.ncJRl, mining regulations. S”! control was removed
tbera wglld b« no effective produc- 
tion on the island, he claimed.

Mr. Hawthomthwalte, In supporting 
the resolution, which calls for an 
agreement with the railway company 

Î whereby the minerals in the E. & N. 
i belt may be more satisfactorily ad­

ministered. said that the land titles 
issued by the railway cqntained little, 
the company reserving everything but 
the atmosphere. He contended that 
the Legislature had full power to deal 
with the situation and should force 
a conclusion, particularly as the rail­
way company had not lived up to Its 
contracts.

The debate on the resolution was ad­
journed by Mr. Bowser.

In his lengthy discussion of the 
matter Mr. Sloan said in part: "The 
net result of the company's regula­
tions anti the Mineral Act hae been 
very little mining Industry other than 
coal in this locality, known as the 
E. N. belt, and this will maintain 
Indefinitely unless conditions are ma- a 
terlally altered. The principal object 
of the railway company is to get sale 
of lands at reasonable prices, which is, 
of course, amply supported by the j 
fact that In land sales deeds they have 
until very recently gratuitously In- I 
eluded all minerals It owns except 
coal. Iron, petroleum and fireclay.

"In order to give tl\e prospector or 
the operator the protection he is en­
titled to, and without which develop­
ment Is Impossible, one governing 
body should be placed In a position 
to deal with the locator in a definite 
way. The railway company appears 
only anxious to sell their land; the 
province is interested in the develop­
ment of both the land and the miner­
als. The province wants Industry, set­
tlement, production. As a result of 
this conflict of interests for thirty- 
four years, prospecting and mining 
for other than coal in this belt has 
been perfunctory. The absence of an 
effective arrangement for obtaining 
proper protection hae been a sore spot 
with all who following mining around 
this city al) the way to Nanaimo and.
1 may also say. as far as Comox and 
Alberni. I am pot finding fault with 
the legislators of that day, as the 
legislation was the result oY condi­
tions existing at the time of the enact­
ment; the frame of mind the public 
were in at the time; but at this date, 
a generation later, something must 
be done to rectify conditions and per­
mit of an extension of mineral devel­
opment In this area.

"In the interest of mineral produc­
tion in the area in conformity with 
our policy of aiding the prospector by 
road and trail construction, coupled 
with free exnert advice In his opera­
tions and boring teats where circum­
stances hold out sufficient possibili­
ties. It Imperative, If the southern 
end of u,e Island Is to get that atten­
tion from the mining world that my 
department considers It la/en titled to—
If wc are to put forth evejy effort to 
Increase development and production 
that the whole world is demanding for 
present needs and to take care of the 
Indebtedness we are creating—some 
arrangement Is surely necessary.

I Therefore I have had my department 
examining Into the possibilities of 
these old crown grants and the area» 
covered by them.

"I make this statement—that It Is 
my belief that these minerals were 
given with the grant In order to be a 
benefit to the people of this province. 
Consequently ft Is my opinion that 
some fair and equitable arrangement 
should be arrived at as between the 
province, the E. A N„ and holders of 
old crown grants, in order that they 
may be thrown open for development, 
thereby lending every encouragement 
to the prospector and the miner.”
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STILL RAILWAY MINISTER
. Hon. John Oliver Makes Announce­

ment In the Mouse._._
VICTORIA. April 18—Hon. John 

Oliver contemplates a continuance In . 
charge of the portfolio of railways. 
He announced this during the course 
of a short debate laet nlgnt. He spe­
cified. however, that he will hold the 
railway portfolio without salary. Mr. 
Ed. Barrow of Chilliwack Is mentioned 
prominently tn legislative circles as 
the logical successor to Hon. Oliver in 
the ministry of provincial agriculture.



B OFFICIAL IS 
JOHN WHITE OF

Will Come to Victoria, Tak­
ing Position of Deputy Pro­

vincial Secretary.

Allowance to Be Made Mr. 
Reddie, in Office for 

Thirty Years.

Socialist Argues There’s No 
Difference Between Parties 

on Patronage.

Hon. W. Sloan Gives Sum­
mary of Expenditures on 

Mine Trails.
VICTORIA, April IS.—John Lillie 

" hite, druggist of Greenwood, tho cen­
tre of the riding represented by Hon.
J. p. McLean, provincial secretary, i* 
to be the new deputy provincial secret 
'VI1, succeeding Mr. Campbell Reddle, 
who has been in the service of the 
province for the past thirty years, 
.his information was elicited in the 
House yesterday by the opposition 
leader during a process of cross-exam­
ination of the provincial secretary 
when the latter's estimates were being 
considered in the Legislature.

Mr. Bowser appeared to have the 
scene all carefully prepared. When 
the vote for the salary of the deputy 
provincial secretary arrived he gravely 
Risked the ndnister If It was proposed 
to get rid orYhe services of Mr. Camp­
bell Reddle.

Hon. J. D. McLean admitted that that 
was the case.

Then Mr. Rowser wanted to know 
who would be his successor, but tho 
minister would not make any definite 
statement. Finally, after several more 
questions, the opposition leader pro­
duced a copy of a Liberal paper pub­
lished in Grand Forks which stated 
that Mr. White, a druggist In Green­
wood. was selling out his business for 
the purpose of coming to Victoria as 
deputy provincial secretary. The salary 
for the position is $3360 per year. 
About as far as the minister would go 
in admitting the proposed appointment 
was that Mr. White's application had 
been received end would be given con­
sideration. Later he made the admis- , 
slon more definite.
CBITIOXSBD APPOINT MEUT.

That gave the opposition leader his 
cue. He charged that the minister had 
set at defiance the statute law of the 
country, had paid no attention to the 
claims of a civil servant who had given 
cood service for many years, and had 
prglected the tights of returned eol- 
jdiers In selecting a druggist from hia 
home town as deputy provincial sec­
retary. The opposition chief advanced 
the further argument that the minis­
ter, if he desired to have, a change in 
the office, might at least have done , 

isomething towards other men In the 
'civil service. He made some capital 
out of his charge that he had forced 
the admission of the proposed appoint­

ment out of the minister when the 
statement could have been made 
frankly and freely from the govern­
ment. This started him on a livMy 
attack upon the government on the 
patronage question.

Hon Mr. Pattullo arose to remark 
that several civil service employees in 
his department had been promoted.

Mr. Hawthornthwailo was Inclined to 
be satirical. He complimented the gov­
ernment that in any event it had 
chosen a man from British Columbia, 
Instead of going outside of the prov- 

lln. e He said he had no particular 
objection to a druggist becoming dep­
uty provincial secretary.
WHAT IS HIS SARAHYÎ

Mr. McGeer made a complaint about 
the efficiency of the present Incumbent oMh.omcv' Mr. Roe. want.» to kno.
If the new man would receh e tho «al­
ary the old one left off at and wa« In­
formed by the minister that he would
«y.’oîir,M*t ?&"•£-
E'.c,;:;:r.?loLne.rMr‘œ

ESvr-flLssssÿjg,
apect to patronage as shown by the

^“Tou'liave no reply.” taunted Mr.

I*r'st.wart of Comox «aid that ah là'îlîn» place had been ■ allpned ! 
mt? hie dletrlct In the eeneiwl elec- 
IV™ lnre.lv through the Inatrumen- 
îSTi* of Mr ItedUle. Mr. Hawthorn- 
thwidte Bald that the Uberals were 
i*jüifar than the Conservatives b«-oîaïe'they did A. -me thin, tor him
in the hy-electlon.

I "It Is all very well for the pot to call 
I the kettle black." he went on. "You 
j Liberals are just as bad as the Con- 
I servatlvee. even if you do go around 
; smiting your breasts and saying how 
; virtuous you arc.”

Mr. Weart suggested that a super­
annuation fund be created for retired 
civil servants, so that they would feel 
certain of protection when the time 
came for them to step out of office.

"The government has abolished pat­
ronage. as the old government knew 
It," said Hon. Dr. King. "In the old 
days any man getting work had to be 
a Conservative. That Is not the case

He went on to show that even with . 
the joint sewerage board in the old 
days every employee had his politics 
checked off.

"There Is no department in this 
government where there is more poli­
tics and rottenness than that of the 
minister of public works." retorted 
Mr. Bowser. Hé quoted an Instance of 
where the Liberal organization of Pow­
ell River called fur applications for the 
government positUm of road foreman, 
etc. He also tolu of a vase in which 
the member of the Islands had given 
instructions to a rned foreman that 
only men on a list which he furnished 
should be employed on the roads. The 
opposition leader proceeded to refer to 
the case of Kerr of Rock Creek, Mc- 

'Alpine of Summerland. Stewart of 
Revelstoke, Heriot of Creston and 
other Provincial Government em­
ployees who despite their connection 
with the service had displayed political 
activity for the benefit of the Liberal

OMINBCA IS rOBTUMATE.
That started an argument in which 

half the House participated. Mr. Haw 
thornthwalte remarked that under the 
old regime none but Conservatives got 
jobs In Newcastle riding. Under the 
new government none but Liberals 
were employed. There was no differ­
ence between the parties with regard 
to patronage, he said, and It was Idle 
for the government to attempt to 
shove down the people's throats any 
claim that It was honest In that re­
spect. Mr. Ma neon of Omtnecs per­
sisted that In Ills district both sides 
got a fair show.

"Oh that Is an exceptional district 
with an exceptional member," an­
swered Mr. Hawthornthwalte. “Any­
thing that Is pure and beautiful, sweet 
and lovely, holy and Innocent comes 
from Omineca and lte member."

Mr. Bowser severely scored the gov- 
eminent for the fact that it had given 
an annuity of |30 per month to Mrs. 
Butler, widow of an employee in the* 
-minting office. He pointed out that 
drs. Wolfenden. whose husband had 

been a veteran provincial employee as 
well as a pioneer in the life of the 
province, had been the only widow so 
bonored. Mrs. Butler has no particular 
claims, lie asserted, except that she 
was the mother-in-law of J. D. Mc- j Niven, a former Liberal member and 
present deputy minister of labor. He 
charged that the government had not 
placed her vote openly In the estimates 
but had camouflaged it in a lump sum 
where It could not be found.
MXHEB APPROPRIATIONS.

There was little discussion on the 
mining department vote and Hon. Wil­
liam Sloan had a comparatively easy 
lime. Mr. Bowser wanted to know 
why the salary of the chief mines in­
spector had been Increased from $2460 
to $4600 and It was explained to him 
that Inspector Wilkinson had received 
nany flattering outside offers and 
even at the Increased salary would not 
remain long.

The minister Tsaid that there was no 
politics in his department. Replying 
to questions, the minister announced 
that of the $200,000 vote last year for 
mineral development by way of as­
sistance In trail and road construction, 
the sum of $142,000 had been spent. 
An additional $76.000 was provided In 
this year's estimates, he said. Last 
year, out of $100,000 in the act for as­
sistance to mines by way of engineer­
ing advice, drilling, etc., a total of! 
$21,000 had been spent and $25,000 ! 
more would be provided In this year's 
estima tMb
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TO SETTLE TITLE 
TO E. & l LUNDS

Sloan Resolution Passes 
Unanimously in Victoria 

Legislature.
VICTORIA. April 19.—Dispute over 

ownership of the base metals within 
the 3000 square miles of territory in 
the 15. A N. Railway belt may be 
settled shortly. A forward step In the 

| negotiations between the government 
j and the C. P. R. was taken on Thurs­
day In the Legislature by the passage 
of the Sloan resolution suggesting that 
the title be vested in the province.

The government hopes to obtain 
clear title and so lift the reserve which 

! is said to have retarded development 
! in that area for over thirty years. A 
1 settlement with the C. P. R. was In­
finitely preferable to the long-drawn 
lawsuit, said Mr. Bowser, In urging the 
House to stand undivided behind the 
measure.Dr. Sutherland's bill to register all 
nurses received second reading. The 
bill, said the Revelstoke member.

73
would not disqualify midwives or 
nurses, but would have the effect of 
setting apart the fully qualified prac-

When the House reached the Ross 
resolution covering a series of motions 

! on treatment of alien enemies, Premier 
! Oliver asked that the order be passed 
by. This may mean that the resolu- 

t tions will not be reached before the 
i end of the week.

Some radical changes in the method 
of selecting school trustees are pro­
posed In some resolutions introduced 
by Mr. J. W. Weart. In cities of tho 
first class he would have the board 
consist of the mayor and three elective 
trustees and three appointed by the 
mayor from the City Council. Second 
class cities would comprise the mayor 
and four trustees similarly chosen. 
In municipalities he would substitute 
the mayor for tlie reeye. He would 
have all school accounts approved by 
the City Council. Trustees* salaries 
can not exceed $25 monthly In Mr. 
Weart'a bill.

A bill authorising the government to 
pay the guaranteed bonds of the 
Nakusp and Slocan Railway Company, 
which fall due within a few months, 
for over $600,000, has been Introduced 
in the House.

NINE COMPANIES1 
AND FARMERS 

AFFECTED
New Taxation Amendments | 

Presented to Legislature 
Today.

Mining Concerns Do Not| 
Welcome Changes With 

Much Warmth.

Change Also to Be Made in 
Levy Against Salmdn 

Canneries.

Provincial Tax Sales Not to 
Affect Soldiers or De­

pendents,
VICTORIA, April 1».—The bill con­

taining the government's taxation pro­
posals for this session was Introduced 
this morning by the minister of fin­
ance, Hon. John Hart. It Is Intended 
to revise the present Taxation Act 
and equalize the burden which has to 
be borne by the taxpayers.

In regard to the farmer, provision 
is made for a complete new assess­
ment of all the real property In the 
province coming under the taxation 
department, and this will be made 
during the summer. Upon It the roTTs 
for 1919 will be based. Exemption of 
improvements up to a value of $1500 
is given to farmers, this being in addi­
tion to the èxemptlon up to $1000 on 
personal property which they now

An Important portion of the bill is 
that dealing with the taxation of 
mining companies. In 1917 these wer< 
brought under the operation of thi 
income tax provisions of the act an< 
also under the Surtax Act, at the same 
time continuing to be subject to thi 
2 per cent, mineral tax. In maklni 
them liable to income tax they ha< 
not the advantages of any allowanci 
by way of deductions from, gross In 
comes for directors' and officers’ sal 
arles, depreciation or developmen 
work and the shareholders were taxei 
on their Income from dividends.
CHANGES PROPOSED.

What the bill now before the Houa> 
proposes Is that mines shall be taxei 
either on Income or 2 per cent, oi 
the mb eased value of the ore re 
moved, whichever Is the greater. Ii 
coming under Income taxation, depre 
elation of plant may be allowed li 
the discretion of the minister to L 
per cent, per annum. A deduction wll 
be allowed for development work, hav 
ing regard to the ore produced fron 
which an income is derived. The sal 
aries paid to directors and officer 
will be allowed as a deduction whei 
the recipients are resident in the prov 
ince, and therefore paying income ta: 
themselves. It is also proposed to ex 
empt from income taxe dividends iron 
mining companies when the tax na 
been paid at the source.

Gold mining companies will bo tax» 
on profits only, in view of the fac 
that the price of gold is fixed, whll 
the cost of production has greatly in 
creased. The various deductions Jua 
mentioned apply here as well, and c 
course they equally affect all oth« 
income taxpayers, with stumpage a! 
lowed as & deduction to ^-lumbsrf
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A tax of 87 1-3 cents a ton Is piacea 

on iron ores, but this is more than 
offset by the bounty of $3 a ton. All 
these mining taxes and the deduction 
affecting them date back to January ,
1. 1917. and as soon as the amend- ' 
ments are law the taxes for 1917 and , 
1918 will be levied and collected.

Prior re last year salmon cannera | 
were taxed at the rate of four cents 
a case on their annual pack, but last 
year shareholders were made liable for 
income tax In addition. The proposed . 
amendment will tax the income at its | 
source as an alternative to the four- j 
cent-tax. whichever is greater. For) 
1918 canneries will pay taxes on that I 
basis, but for 1917 shareholders will | 
have to pay on their income. The 
same applies to whaling companies, 
which will pay on income, or at tho 
rate of ten cents a barrel for whale 
oil, and twenty cents a ton for fer­
tiliser, whichever sum Is the larger.

Banks will be taxed as last year, 
$3000 on the chief office of each bonk, 
and $500 for each other office In the 
province.

City and district municipalities will 
be exempt from taxation of municipal 
property in unorganised territory. 
This affects Sooke waterworks nrop- 
erty and waterworks properties1 be­
longing to Vancouver and Kamloops. 
UOAKDIVO TAX MAIM.

Amendments dealing with tax aalea 
are proposed which will remove the 
difficulty which prevented a tax Bale 
last year, that of having to proceed 
for all arrears of taxes up to Decem­
ber 81 preceding. When property is 
advertised In future the whole amount 
of taxes owing will be shown, but in 
the event of the government deciding 
that only the taxes up to, say, the end 
of 1916 shall be sought, an owner can 
save his land from sale by paying 
arrears and interest to that date. Pro­
vision is made that a delinquent own­
er may at any time pay at least one 
year’s arrears with interest. Hereto­
fore a collector could not accept any 
payment unless It represented the full 
sum owing. In the event of a tax 
sale the lands of any member of the 

1 Allied forces are to be withheld from 
sale, and the lands of his father, 
mother, wife or children, If dependent 
on him, may likewlae be withheld.

The minimum tax on any parcel of 
real property is fixed at one dollar 
Instead of twenty-live cents. There 
are several thousands of parcels now 
assessed for less than one dollar, the 
larger number at less than a quarter.

, and the expense of collection eats up 
' most of the levy.

Every taxpayer is required, before 
September in each year, to send in 
a statement of taxable property and 
of his Income. No notice or demand 
will be made on him for this, but he. 
can secure forms from any assessor on 

, application. Failure to make returns 
| entails a fine, and the making of a 
j falfle return fine and imprisonment. 

The department has found some re­
luctance to make returns because of 

! an impression that financial state­
ments made were open to the public. 
Some time ago Instructions were is­
sued by Mr. Hart that all informa­
tion obtained by officials In connec­
tion with the business of taxpayers 
must be held absolutely confidential, 
and to more fully enforce his order 
he has placed a section in the Dill 
imposing a fine of $200 on any person 
disclosing any information of this 
kind. Belldea this departmental regu­
lations would entail the summary dis­
missal of the official.

| hot pzjBAsnra to ooxvaxxeb.
Representatives of mining Interests 

did not welcome the mining taxation 1 
concessions with any degree of warmth 
and frankly stated today that they 
considered the government was giving 
them little or no relief.

It was pointed out that the amount 
allowed on the exemption list for de­
velopment was working expenses, to 
which the mines sere entitled in any

It was also claimed that Hon. 31r.

i
Hart was attempting to read into the 
act that the mines were subject to the 
surtax of 1117, baaed on the assess­
ment of lt1i.
The mining men contend that ge j 
their Income was first made taxable , 
by the 1917 act, an assessment on the I 
earnings of 191? was as far back as : 
the government should go, the pre- i 
ceding year being a closed book toso- i 
far as their operations were concerned. 
Under the proposal of Mr. Hart the 
mining companies will in June have to 
pay an income tax of 22 1-2 per cent, 
and by December next must also set 
aside an additional 10 per cent, pay­
able the following June. Thus out 
of the earnings or 1117 end 1918 the 
mines will have to pay 82 1-2 per 
cent to the government This, they 
dlalm. Is unjust.

LEGISLATURE’S FUN
«You Should Hare Stayed In Museum’ 

Bowser to MoQeer.
VICTORIA, April 19.—Repartee does 

not fail some of the House members, 
even In the rush of preparing for the 
sessional windup.Mr. Wallis was discussing the mu­
seum estimates in supply committee 
the other day. He made a reference 
to the lack of attention which he said 
had been paid to the mounting of bird 
specimens. Mr. McGeer of Richmond 
took up the defence of the Institu­
tion."Why I was in the museum one time 
before I was a member," he started

"Should have stayed there," rapped 
out Mr. Bowser.There was a roar of laughter in the 
House. The Richmond member re­
torted that If he was hunting for cu- 
rlosties he need not leave the House 
so long as Mr. Bowser remained In it. |

“No Gathering 
Can Stampede 
Me”—J. Oliver

the Ross resolution also omitted thie 
particular request of the veterans, he 
•aid. In hli opinion some hidden hnnd 
was holding back the Civil Service 
Act, a measure formerly described as 
the <’hf-n*hed wish of the late Premier. 
Lieut. Mackenzie remarked that he did 
not bel laie «feu# was any justification 
for tho heated «angvage used by Pre­
mier Oliver in replying tQ the eoldlers* 
'-'--ration on the legislature steps

•T have nothing to take back from I 
my attitude." announced the Premier.)
•T Intend to maintain* It. The mover; 
of this resolution starts off with the 
unwarranted assumption that the gov-j 
ernment will mot approve of the sol­
diers’ motion. I can say this, that I : 
do not intend to be stampeded either 
by the opposition or by any public 
gathering. I ha- e had to withstand !

I public gatherings in the past and I 
can do it again. I may possibly be 
Stubborn. for I will certainly not h® 
.dictated to by any man or any aggre- 
| gallon living.
COHSXDBBATXOM TO* OTTAWA.

"I told the soldiers at the time they 
met the executive that possibly I 
could approve of most of the objects 
they aimed at and I want to see that 
I get fairplay In regard to this matter.
I had their resolutions printed at once 
and placed before the House. Now, 
the opposition is attempting fc> make i 
political capital by a species of sharp j 
practice in trying for a snap vote on) 
the motions. I explained to the vet­
erans that their demands with respect ! 
to the treatment of aliens by Ottawa 
might embarrass that government if 
pressed by this administration, seeing 
that Ottawa had already declined the i 
veterans’ request. Now these men in, 
Opposition in this House are willing to; 
slap Premier Borden in the face by 
asking this Legislature to pass the 
tnotions.”The Premier said that the provincial 
administration was not hostile to Ot­
tawa. Tho man who "added to the fed­
eral government's troubles was not a 
good citizen. But fdr this govern­
ment to have adopted resolutions re­
fused by Ottawa would savor of an at­
tempt at. hostility."But these Self-constituted cham­
pions of the Union government"—re­
ferring to the opposition—"who think 
they have the monopoly of the patriot­
ism of the country In their breeches 
pocket, for a little notoriety in the . 
prospect of a by-electlon in the city I 
of Victoria, would try to force this 
thing through."
• Premier Oliver waxed indignant 
when lie got to the civil service re­
quest of the war veterans. Their 
demand, he declared, was a bill of 
Indictment against the administration 
and an Insult to the lato Premier, than , 
whom there was no one so endeared

S
tlie hearts of the public. The late 
rentier Brewster gave his life for 
his country as truly as any man on 
the battlefield, he went on.

WH.L HOT BB BUSHED.
"I will not meet the demand for an 

immediate decision on thia subject," 
he announced. .‘‘The soldiers had no 

I had
— --------  ---------- - --------------- - and the
spokesman on It presented It In a 
moat offiensive manner, calling on me 
to state then and there that I would 
put the Civil Service Act into force 
immediately. I will not yield to any 
•uch demand from any man alive.

I did not tell the soldiers I had
rrChi^tke bllL Î. lnformed them 

that I had been exceedingly busy since 
coming into office and was not familiar 

1th the details of the measure. But 
J did not say I had not read the bill 
I left that statement for the lying 
men who tried to take advantage of 
the situation for the sake of dirty 
politics i throw It In their teeth. 
Tho truth is not in them and they do 
not possess even common decency " r 

In a calmer vein, the Premier In- thc House that he would put l 
*i,cl llto °Perat*on when certain 

designed to meet present 
conditions had been provided. The 
governmentjual not realized a year ago 

the act. he went on 
fln*nclAl situs

Premier Defends 
Attitude Towards 

Returned Men.

Bowser Criticizes 
Appointment of 

Engineer.

Mrs. Smith Joins in 
Hot Debate in 
l egislature.

VICTORIA. April 19.—There 
was a battle royal between the 
government and the opposition 

yesterday over tho soldier resolutions 
brought in by Mr. W. R Rose, oppo­
sition member for Fort George. The 
engagement bad not been concluded 
when the debate was broken off af­
ter nearly three hour» of speech 
making.

. Included among the speakers were

£ render Oliver, Mr. W. J. Bowser, 
r. F. II. Mobley of Atltn, Mrs.

Ralph Smith, Mr. J. H. Hawthorn- 
thwaite of Newcastle, Lieut. Frank 
Mackenzie of Delta and Mr. J. B. Cow-1 
per of Vancouver.

Mr. Ross's resolution recited that 
the House regre-.ted the Inability of 
the government to approve of the sol­
diers' motions, which were then given 
in toto. They dealt with the treat­
ment of aliens by the federal author!- 

" ties and also asked for the immediate 
operation of the Civil Service Act of 
British Columbia, which provides for 
soldier preference, but which has so 
far not been put into effect.

Mr. Mobley agreed that the Provin­
cial Government should take steps to 
relievo any •'•turnedj men who might ne ennounceo. 
be in financial difficulties, as It was the, -i-w* * to ask for it nu thev didl-S •* “«solution^

temporary ’muiLer^lint» ïïü! Sri.,' «POk-man on it pre«nt.<l 
ent plan of assistance could be devised.
He said he believed, however, the re­
solution could oe Improved if it did 
not look so much like a demand.
•AID IT WAS HELP BACK.

Lieut. Mackenzie, himself back from 
overseas duty, told the House that the 
war veterans were not greatly inter­
ested in politics, but wanted fair treat- 

» ment In view of the sacrifices they 
had made. He nointed out that Mr.
Mobley liad carefully refalned from 
touching on the civil service feature 
of the soldiers' demands, a subject thàt 
the Provincial Government could well
■ ’tend to, even if it considered the In a caliper vein, the premier m- 
elien clauses of the eerie» outside of formed the House that he would nut 
Its scope. The Jackson amendment to) the act Into operation when certain

— - * -*'  '***-" *U.I (n

I when it ,
Act, a measure rorineriy aescrioea a* I the full extent or tne nnanciai sit 
the c herished wish of the late Premier, tlon. and it therefore now found it 
Lieut. Mackenzie remarked that he did, necessary to modify tho act.

_ »i , «'We shall take our time for the
| amendments," he mentioned. "I pro-KiiienuiiiciiiB, ne menuonea. r pro­
pose to do what iff right rather than 
what Is expedient, and I will leave It 
to the people to ju-^e. if they become
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mad enough to return to power the 
Rovernmeitt which plunged this prov­
ince in the awful'condition it is now 
struggling against, I can say at all 
events that I for onu will not truckle 
for the sake of holding a chair in this 
Assembly. No doubt the Liberals will 
go out of power,—but not in my life­
time."
ENDORSED MANY PROPOSALS.

The Premier dealt seriatim with 
the alien proposals of the soldier mo­
tions. lie agreed with the idea of put­
ting aliens of enemy origin to work on 
national projects under proper sur­
veillance, and he was also sympathetic . 
with the idea of applying the military 
servlet» regulations to Allied aliens 
resident in Canada. He accepted also 
the suggestion that no enemy alien he 
allowed to hold public office. He could 
endorse also the request that alien 
enemy papers be suppressed, or failing 
that, be published in the English lan­
guage. He had no objection also to 
the demand that persons of alien birth 
be prohibited from carrying firearms. 
He favored heavy fines in the cases of 
breaking contracts ftp alien labor em­
ployed in greater -production work. 
But he did not think that the Domin­
ion had yet reached a stage where all 
aliens, enemy. Allied or neutral, should 
be required to wear badges showing 
their class, as the soldiers desired. 
Neither did he believe that the clause 
asking that no steps be taken to call 
out the second or other military 
classes, or to return married men of 
the first contingent until the alien 
question had been settled, was a fit! 

[and proper one. Such a motion would, 
only tie the hands of Ottawa at a time ! 
when it should be given every assist- • 
ance lrt providing reinforcements for j 
the front.

“t make it clear that I am no sup­
porter of the Union government,” he 
declared, "but I realize that it needs 
sympathetic assistance, and this ad­
ministration does not intend to embar­
rass It with a demand of that char-

HOW HE DIFFERED.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite came next. He 

told the House that the Premier was 
upright, honest and brave, the grand 
old man of the Liberal party. But he 
did not agree with his stand. He 
considered the Premier's condemnation 
of those who pressed the soldiers’ 
•esolutions far too sweeping. Nor did 
le consider that this House should 

pow down to the Dominion Govern­
ment. It had a free right to offer 
criticism when it considered the pro­
vocation sufficient. So far as he could 
judge, the federal situation was the 
same as it had been before unionism. 
There was no cessation of profiteering 
or graft. The returned men were full 
of cômplaints and had not in any way 
received compensation for their sacri­
fices. Mr. Hawthornthwaite said that 
much of the Premier’s criticism of 
those putting forward the resolution 
really fell upon the men who drew It. 
“They were the soldiers and their 
loyalty was far above that of even the 

L Premier himself.”
L. The speaker maintained that neither 

Ottawa nor Victoria had done anything 
for the war veterans. The soldiers 
had formulated certain demands, and 
so far as he was concerned, he In­
tended to support them. The Jackson 
amendment to the Ross resolution was 
obviously intended, he thought, to 

. protect the Provincial Government by 
leaving out the demand for the opera- 

- lion of the civil service bill. The ar- 
B gument of the Premier that to pass 
K these resolutions would virtually be 
’ censuring Ottawa did not contain much 

merit, he suggested, In view of the 
fact that a few days ago the Liberal 
majority did not hesitate at censure 

S when they passed the C. N. R. reso-

NOTHIKG DONE, KB CHARGES.
He appealed to the government to 

[v take steps for the benefit of the re- 
: ; turned men, to ask Ottawa for money 

for that purpose and to use such 
L funds, together with the provincial 

land and natural resources. In reaching 
a real solution of the problem here in 
B. C. without dropping the burden upon 
the Dominion authorities.

"Here we are, about to adjourn this 
* House with nothing done for the re­

turned soldiers. Sooner or later you 
, will hear the tramp of armed men In 
' the corridors of this building. You 

smiled when I prophesied that some 
I days ago, but only last week you saw 
l a thousand war veterans on the steps 

of the building. True they were un­
armed,—indeed they were armless 

1 many of them—but they were mutter- 
■i Jng threats which one of these days 

will reach action. Just you wait until 
there are twenty or fifty thousand of 
them buck from the front and they 
will pull the parliament buildings down 

lion your heads.”n Speaking deliberately and quietly, 
the opposition leader took the side of 
the mover of the resolution. He asked 
the government why It did not do 

: something practical for the returned 
soldiers. He responded to the state­
ment of the Premier that the War Vet- 

' erans should have taken their motions 
to the Legislature instead of to the 
executive by declaring that the con­
stitutional course was the one they 
Adopted. Alluding to the declaration

'of Premier Oliver that Tie had nothing 
to take back from what he uttered to 
the soldiers on the occasion of their 
stormy demonstration, Mr. Bowser ex­
pressed the feeling that the Premier 

Icert&lnly should have had some regrets 
for his words at that time.
REFERS TO FEDERAL ELECTION.

I “And he keeps referring to the oppo­
sition as the self-styled champions of 

, unionism. We do not lay claim to that 
| distinction, but the position we did.
^ take was taken on the hustings during 1 
the federal elections when British Co­
lumbia sent a solid Unionist contin­
gent to Ottawa. I can point out as 

j well that the rank and file of the gov­
ernment majority of this House, as 
well ns the government members them- 
■elvee, were opposed to that Union 
government”

Mr..'Bowser did not think that there 
was much in the Premier's contention 
that the opposition was willing to slap 
Sir Robert Borden in the face by press­
ing the soldiers’ resolution. The oppo­
sition should always bo willing to 
point out to the federal authorities 
where it considered they erred, he 
maintained. As a matter of fact, the 
soldiers’ resolutions seemed well- 
founded and reasonable. The speaker 

/went on to say that the provincial op- 
I position had tried to bo the friend of 
the returned man and hoped that the 
Legislature would do something prac­
tical for him.

He took up the Civil Service Act 
question, claiming that for the Pre­
mier to bring In the sentiment àt- 
tached to the memory of the late Hon. 
Mr. Brewster was no defence for the 
non-operation of the act. Insofar as 
to whether or not the Premier had told 
the soldiers he had not read the act. 
Mi* B%wser was willing to leave that 
to the persons who stood on the Par­
liament Building steps and heard him. 
INCREASES IN SALARY.

He reminded the House that last 
year when the act was put through 
the House he had told the legislators 
that it would not be enforced until all 
the Liberal office-seekers had been 
provided for. A year had passed. Lib­
erals were being appointed dally, but 
still the new act had never been mane 
operative. The publie could not be 
treated In that manner, particularly 
lb view of all the high-sounding prom­
ises which had been made. For Pre­
mier Oliver to say he could not re­
member particulars of the act was 
foolish, seeing that he had been re­
minded of the legislation during the, 
recent by-elections. In any event he 
had always been the master of the ad­
ministration since 1916, and must have 
had an accurate knowledge of the 
measure.

If it was necessary now to modify 
the act. presumably because It was 
found the financial situation of the 
province indicates that the legislation 
is too exp< slve for operation, why 
was It, he asked, that this year's esti­
mates contained so many salary in­
creases for Liberals appointed last 
year? Every Liberal appointee since 
1916 had been raised, declared the 
speaker. Premier Oliver had prom­
ised in his speech that afternoon to 
do the right thing with respect to 
the^act, but that probably meant the1 
right thing for the Liberal hangers-on

Mr. Bowser gave a list of cases 
where he said the administration had 
discriminated against the soldiers. 
These instances have been referred 
to In previous speeches. He referred 
to one new one. It is the case of 
P. Lorenzen of Prince Rupert, who Is 
said to have been appointed to take 
charge of the construction of a large 

! bridge in the Bella Coola district.
"This man was formerly city en­

gineer of Prince Rupert and had to 
resign owing to criticism of his na­
tionality, which I am told is German," 
said Mr. Bowser. “He was the first 
president of the German association 
of Prince Rupert. This man gets an 
important provincial appointment, al­
though there must have been compe­
tent returned soldiers either in Prince 
Rupert or in the southern coast cities, 
who could have handled the job.”

Mr. Manson of Omenica remarked 
that Mr. Lorenzen was a naturalized 
British subject who had offered his 
services to the country. He w‘as born 
in Schleswig-Holstein, of Danish 
parents.

'T notice that he was not allowed to 
vote at the last federal election be-, 
cause of his enemy origin and he was i 
the first president of the German club ? 
of Prince Rupert," replied Mr. Bow- I 
ser. "Yet our Liberal friends, with ‘ 
the soldiers' appeal still ringing in 
their ears, appoint this man to a gov­
ernment job. The Great War Veter­
ans of Prince Rupert sent a wire of 
iroteet to the Goüet* War Veterans of 
fietoria and the latter organization 

wrote to me officially asking me to 
set on foot an enquiry in the House. 
That is why I bring this up."
MR. NATTULLO’E REPLY.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo declared that thlsi 
was the first he had heard of the ap-j 
potntment and there had been no com­
plaints to him of any such occurrence, i 
He described Mr. Lorensen as a fine 
type of citizen.

Mr. Bowser informed him that the 
appointment was made by P. W. An­
derson, road superintendent of the dis­
trict, a nominee for that position of 
the minister of lands himself. The 
reason the soldiers did not complain 
to the minister probably was that 
they had had one experience of that 
sort aimed y and no doubt intended to 
leave the minister and the government 
alone. . , _.

Mrs. Smith took a new tack. She 
charged that the Union government 
had utterly failed to meet the situa-j 
tlon. She said she was willing to 
saddle the responsibility on both par-

| ties making tip that government. She 
considered the provincial premiere 
should have been called In to Ottawa 
and kept there until a really practical 
scheme for the soldiers was reached, 
in her opinion the Federal Goverh- 

daT*d, n°t take any definite 
stand, and for that reason she had no 
sympathy with it. She thought the' 
Victoria returned soldiers should have 
presented their alien and civil service 
demands to the Legislature Instead of 
to the provincial executive.

She urged that some definite action 
!" «he eoldterer need,,
but added that the first move should 

fro.m Ottawa, as the provinces 
could not assume their share of the

responsibility until the Dominion had 
led the way.

The reason she had seconded the 
Jackson amendment was that while 
giving the substance of the soldiers’ 
motion, It was better worded and more 
emphatic, she explained.

Insofar as the operation of the Civil 
Service Act was concerned, she be­
lieved that it ought to be brought into 
force as quickly as possible, a course 
which she said the government would 
no doubt follow. But even the sol­
diers were divided on that subject, as 
one recently wrote asking her to "soft 
pedal" on the Civil Service Act, In view 
or a feeling among some of the veter- 

I ans that all of the civil service em- 
i ployees should resign to leave the field 
open. The new act would now be 

I law had the late Premier lived, she 
felt. Mrs. Smith spoke in favor of 
the appointment of women food con­
trollers, declaring that the federal lit­
erature on food comorvatlon was val-

Mr. J. S. Cowper was the last speak­
er. He agreed with Mrs. Smith’s Ideas, 
said she had propounded the really 
valuable Ideas of the afternoon and 
declared that the Ross resolution was 
designed merely to camouflage the 
soldiers.

Mr. C. F. Nelson of Slocan adjourned 
the debate.

A VALIANT SUPPORTER
Nurses Will Owe Debt of Gratitude to 

G. G. McGeer.
VICTORIA. April 19.—Dr. Suther­

land got his Registered Nurses' Bill 
through the committee stage of the 
House last night and it is now en a 
fair way to final passage. The 

| House spent twe hours discussing the 
measure.

Mr. Cowper objected to "R. N.w for 
registered nurse on the ground that 
there would be a mlxup with "Royal

Mr. Hawthornthwaite wanted to 
have women with one year's experi­
ence in midwifery given the "mater­
nity nurse" recognition In the bill. His 
amendment was not accepted, how-

With one or two minor amend­
ments the bill went through commit­
tee stage without undue delay, largely 
through the valiant efforts of Mr. G.
G McGeer, committee chairman, who 
Idl'd not lose a moment In pushing It 
[ahead.
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». C. Will Foseess Extensive Borrow­
ing Powers.

VICTORIA, April 20.—When the bill 
i now before the Legislature providing 
for power to the government to bor-, 
row $4,000,000 for provincial purposes, 
is made law, the present administra­
tion will not suffer from lack of bor- 

i rowipg powers. What with thé bill, 
coupled with pow»rq contained in pre- 

i vious enactments of the Legislature, 
British Columbia will possess borrow- 

I ing powers to the extent of $11,370,000 
in alL

In addition, Hon. Mr. Hart stated 
yesterday that the government Is In 
a position to secure any overdraft It 
might require from the bank, but, he 

! said, it was proposed to repay the $2,- 
800,000 borrowed from the bank with 
part of the proceeds of flotation that 
[would be made under the bill now be­
fore the House.

I HALF-HOLIDAY ACT
I Measure to Amend It Makes Appear- 
l ance in Legislature.

VICTORIA, April 20.—The Weekly, 
Half-holiday Act amendment which i 

- made a belated appearance in the Leg­
islature today provided that half-holi-1 
day closing shall not apply for the I 
week preceding Christmas Day. It I 
also provides that the half-holiday' 

i shall not apply when New Year’s Day. 
Good Friday, Victoria Day. Dominion 
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
the birthday of the sovereign or any 
proclaimed holiday oocurs. The ar­
rangement contemplated, in connection 
with these public holidays is that the 
half-holiday which would fall nearest 
the date of the public holiday shall be 
waived, whether it be In the week be­
fore. week after or the week of the 
holiday.

Premier Oliver brought In a bill this 
morning respecting the giving t>f se­
curity by public officers. It states that 
the lieutenant-governor In council may 
provide that any or every public of­
ficial may be called upon to provide 
security for thé performance of trust. . 
The bill is to come into force when the 
Civil Service Act is made effective.
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MANY BILLS 
AREPASSED

Legislature Deals With 104 
Measures During Spring 

Session.

Members Absent Overseas 
Are to Receive Sessional 

Indemnities.
VICTORIA. April 20.—Within the 

last four days twenty new bills have 
been added to the Legislature, five 
new ones appearing at lunch time to­
day. The total number of bills this 
session now stands at 104, which Is 
a record. It is regarded as utterly 
impossible to prorogue before the tiiid- 
dle of next week. New bills coming 
down today are: Amendments to the 
Cicil Service Act. to the Provincial 
Elections Act. Weekly Half-holiday 
Act, Banff-XVindermere Road Act, and 
An Act Requiring Public Officers to 
Furnish Security.

All were given first reading, while 
the Supreme Court Act is to be recon­
sidered for more amendments by the 
attorney-general.

A resolution by A, Manson of Omln- 
eca was adopted whereby three mem­
bers absent on active service will re­
ceive the sessional indemnity of $1600, 
which they could not have received 
Without such action. They are G. 
Hanes. North Vancouver: J. W. Mc­
Intosh. Vancouver, and Capt. Hayward, 
Cowichan.
▲MEHDMBBTTS LOST.

When the Workmen's Compensation 
Act was in the committee stage, the 
Hawthornthwake amendments to in­
clude tuberculosis and hernia under 
the act as industrial accidents for 
compensation were lost. There de­
veloped. however, a strong govern­
ment backing that hernia should in 
some way become a subject for rec­
ompense. While nothing was done 
with the bill, progress merely being 
reported, the attorney-general agreed 
that during the year he will thoroughly 
investigate the proposition. ’ and see 
what can be done in the way of 1819 
legislation on the point.

Some members also agreed there 
should be provision for appeal against 
the board's decisions.
WO DZatKE TO BUS*.

As printed copies of the new bills 
this morning were not 3lstributed, Mr. 
Bowser asked that they be circulated 
early to" afford time for consideration 
by the opposition.

Premier Oliver replied that the bills 
were ready for distribution, and there 
was no desire on the part of the gov­
ernment to rush the bills through in 
dying hours of the Legislature.

This afternoon Gerald McGeer of 
Richmond intends to launch a vigorous 
attack against the business tax clauses 
of the Vancouver bill. He takes the 
stand that the clause Is unfair, not 
equitable, and will prove a serious 
menace to the commercial progress of 

1 the metropolis.

r-

UNIVERSITY NOW
One Member of House Even 

“reposes to Abandon the 
- Whole Scheme.

I** ;h2'iLb*

repeeled the ewi™ e?1Vm,l2n- whlrh

KT”* ^
th£?'w2faBik2L *rLea„ „ld ^ 
the university °f op,nk>n ln
the eubject?t*0ZÏ?'°n "Don 
government hed decided ?^™’””® the clause <sUli»g*Jrt'~?d *•«•■»*» ‘he 
that th» --7.. ~ tuition in order
opportunity^>f32id1tn»1^kUld h*™ 60
themselves, {«uf Î1 the nmtter for 
ly that the 1101 considered like-

Tlie special euro dwRS1*? <?rey tite- 
61.p°1"t &»*,?$■; 

H B Jarkeon (Island., „ut

... T—i.mtufe take Into consideration 
ih! TdvlMbinty Of dropplnr the. unt- the advieeDiiii, .contins InsttrCd

was in the chair.

PREMIER PROPOSES 
ALTERATION OF ET

Soldiers May Register by 
District Within Ten Days 

. of Poll.
VICTORIA. April BO-—'The OU™J 

Bill emending the Provincial Elections 
Act provides that any returnedl eol- 
dler an defined under the Alllwl 
Korcee Exemption Act «hall bo en­
titled up to within ten days of a poll- 
ing. to liave hi» name pUced on the 
register of voters for the district In 
which he wee laet resident prior to 
enlistment. Hie application maybe 
made to any electoral district regls-
trThe difference between this bill and 
lh.Bow.er Bill which the govern- 
ment rejected. I» that the oppdeltlon 
leader proposed to permit soldier» to 
get on the list up to within three da/» 
of an election, and be made no rertrtc- 
tlon as to the district list they might 
enroll upon, permitting them to get 
on any list In the province.

Another bill Introduced today 1» an 
amendment to the Bunlf-tt indermere 
Road Act, designed to protect any In­
terest or right In the «trip of land 
along this road, w hich may have been 
enjoyed by any person on May 17. 
1916 On that date the Legislature 
turned over a five-mile strip on each 
aide of the road to the Dominion Gov­
ernment. The new bill authorlies the 
Lieutenant-governor to arrange with 
any person userting rights for relin- , 
quishment. _ _ , ,

The appointment of an official now 
in the elvil service to admluleter th* 
Civil Service Act of 1917 in addition 
to his present duties, is forecast in an 
amendment introduced by Premier 
Oliver this morning. His bill provides 
that the salgrv of the commissioner 
shall be fixed by the Lleutenant-gov- 
ernor-ln-councll and shall not exceed 
$5000 per year.

Under the act as it stood the salary 
was a flat $6000. The clause of the 
act providing that the commissioner 
shall not hold any office Is repealed by 
the amendment introduced today. No 
bint has'yet been given as to when the
Lieutenant-governor-in-councll will
bring the Civil Service Act into força 
It is rumored that Comptroller-general 
Mouat may be the new commissioner 
doing that work as well ae bis pres­
ent duties.

1WUSAL IS 
■RAW

Lieut. Mackenzie Suggested 
More Compensation for 

Destroyed Cattle.

At Earnest Request of Pre­
mier, However, Subject 

Is Dropped.
VICTORIA. April 20.—Pramler Oliver 

found himself ln a peculiar position 
last night when Lieut Mackenxle 
?iT?U5ht forward a resolution asking 

*?v«T"ment to take Into favorable 
mtir!»e?^°n a.n increase in compen-
STSUSME?* -,'1U«ht•r•<,
thîhRp»%lta *member ha4 understood 
wouid^iîfJ0 say previously that he 
would welcome an expression of
h!Ulbronrt.thl1 *ubJe<:L 80 last night 
Sneak??*»? U|* 1 mo,l°n- Aetlng
ïït^if nüîn*?n pr®P«sed to rule it 
out of order because It might affect
meîîrtra °J !?* crown. Bat the Hou»ejectUT to dLscua» the eu“
ject and the rule was waived.
DITTOED «DEPORT.
J%2£t *nd F1*b"

«y each r,s„lutl„,Vth.V o.d KX? 

thiî'thS^ÎIÏÏÏ-?* Chilliwack declared

ported the motlon7Wnl Mron,lr *"»"

sBSSB@S£ •s
Maticenale HfX' "«ad" Llel” 
that If l, were nm2S7 P‘«adlng

, ÏÏÏÏS"L7rfS7
Mttoî SÏ

i draw 'th.Lï,o?toS.*œb*r *<reed to with- :
‘ASaysvsaœ-i-1

TO AID TABMBBB.
The Premier's bill amending the Ag­

ricultural Act was accorded a second 
reading after the Premier had ex­
plained that it provided tne only rem- f 
edy for conditions which harass varl- f 
ous agricultural associations of Brit­
ish Columbia. He explained that upon 
receiving government loans, these as­
sociations have to mortgage all their 
assets to the province as security. In 
the packing seasons when they need 
boxes, sacks and the like, they find 
they have no security left to oner 
the banks. The act provides that the 
minister of agriculture may release 
a portion of the mortgaged assets held 
by the province in order to facilitate 
production by the associations. An­
other amendment provides for the gov­
ernment to release some of the retil 
property held as mortgage in a case 
where it will facilitate the building 
of additional storage facilities. Ad­
ministered with reasonable precaution, 
these amendments can not hurt the 
government securities, he said.

Obtaining second reading for the 
B. C. Prohibition Act Bill. Attorney- 
General Farris said that the amend­
ment# provide for a more effective 
administration, not interfering in any 
detail with t^e principles of the bill 
which, was voted op by the people. 
One amendment makes a fhore work­
able provision for the handling of al­
cohol by manufacturers: another pro­
vides that doctors may buy liquor 
from druggists upon prescription in­
stead of having to apply to the gov­
ernment vendor; a third enlarges the 
commissioner’s powers as to confisca­
tion, providing that,liquor may be 
confiscated where It is illegally kept 
as well as where it is illegally kept 
for sale. Captains of vessels also are 
to be permitted to have liquor for I 
emergencies.

IN SESSION HOST 
UNTIL DfflldT

Vancouver’s B31 Is Up and 
Jitney Questions Are 

, Discussed.
VICTORIA, April 20.—The Legists- 

ture will not prorogue until Tuesday. 
Members sat until S o'clock this morn­
ing.

Vancouver City's bill waa up in com­
mittee at the midnight session when 
an oratorical Donnvbcook was launched 
on sub-section S of section 1, disquali­
fying persons In holy orders and min­
isters to sit as mayor of- aldermen.

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwalte of New 
casMe. whose voice was the meet etri-

, powers should be given to men “of the 
I cloth." Reverting to times wnen 
church and state were closely allied, 
history revealed the wisdom of with­
holding temporal authority from the 
church, and, with his customary elo­
quence, Mr. Hawthornthwalte gave 
vivid pictures of the days of the rack, 
the thumbscrew tod the fagot. These 
dark eras ln the world’s history, he

• said, should be a sufficient reminuer
• of danger.
! Mrs. Ralph Smith advocated free- 
, dom in this regard for any good citi- 
izen- regardless of creed or calling, 
while Mr, G. G. McGeer of Richmond 
thought it would be the wisest course 
to let the ministers who desire it have 
a round at political life and learn 
firsthand of tt^lr own dlsqualifica-

The argument would have proceeded 
until breakfast time, but somebody 
suggested an adjournment

Tha joke le upon the Legislature, 
for this clause, which caused all the 
rumpus, is thirty year» old, and was 
only included in the Vancouver bill 
by a regulation which makes the city 
print the entire section after a cer­
tain number of amendments ace made 
to the charter.

Mr. MacdeoaK to moving aecond
voting In the afternoon, briefly out 
lined the purport of tho measure. Tv 
Mr. Hawthornthwalte, who enqulreo 

“gentlemen's agree­
ment between the company and city 
for the elimination of the jitney com- 
E2J2®"» ‘he ‘Jitney” people had been 
parties. Mr. Macdonald replied in the 
negative.
M*fr- tiawthornthwaite declared the 

°.bje?Z of t]?e measure waa to eliminate the small man; it was but 
ot the toodera ten- ?hï ™iilhe Ur,e norPuration forcing 

ih! In?1.1 djl* *° the waa He termed 
Ini* ,fil'.In tb?1 Pernicious and
Iniqultouaend the proposal to be one 
■„_tb*__WPr.t thing» the House had 
".7 railed upon to sanction. It

„*.vlden,'.h” alleged, that the in- 
tratlon was to prut the jltneya out of
eomnâmi ni>tK ,hrou*h the force of 
competition, but by the exercise of 
H1* Powers of the Legislature. He do- 
rTTiir,,i trouble with the B. C. 
Electric Company waa ovor-capUalixa- 
th« nK? he asserted that even were 
eïL, 1*.°^ .competition eliminated the 
compan; could never hope to pay divi­
dends on its over-capitiillxntlon..

At this morning1» session of the Leg- 
Mr. Bo.,.r wished to be «-1 

gored that the soldier vote would be

18639725



properly taken care of In legislation 
before the session came to an end. The 
Premier said that the promised bill 
was In course of preparation and would 
be presented during the day.

Hon. Mr. Oliver Introduced a motion 
providing that the statutory Indemnity 
be paid to R. H. Pooley, member for 
Esquimau, owing to the illness of the 
member causing his absence from the 
House. Mr. Bowser thanked the Pre­
mier and the House for the courtesy 
and thoughtfulness displayed in this 
matter and informed the members that 
Mr. Pooley vivas making slow but satis­
factory progress towards recovery.

Mr. Speaker Keen ruled that a ques­
tion by Mr. Bowser asking what civil 
servants in Victoria were contributing 
a day's pay from their salaries to the 
Patriotic Fund, was an improper one 
in that form.

Final stage# in connection with the 
following bills were reached by noon: 
Coal Mines Regulation Act; an act to 
amend the Agricultural Act, 1915; the 
Game Act; amendments to the B. C. 
Prohibition Act and the bill authorizing 
the payment of $200,000 to the G. T. P. 
In respect of Its bridge at Fort George 
and tho Local Improvement Amend­
ment Act. The War Relief Act an! 

* the Wills Act wore report#* complete,

' BUYLANDFOR 
SOLDIERS

premier Oliver Regrets Not 
Having Done More for 

Returned Men.

V

0at Gills Attention to What 
Some of the Demands 

Would Cost.

IW. R. Ross Calls It Death­
bed Repentance of the 

Government.

jSocialist Criticizes Policy of 
Handing Anything Over 

to Dominion.
VICTORIA. April 20.—The bill to 

I ^ive the government power to spend 
naif a million dollars In buying lands 
for returned soldiers Is not by any 

$ : ’means nil that the administration 
f* Should do for the veterans, but 4 la 
£ An earnest of its good Intentions.

This Is the way Premier Oliver 
bummed up In the Rouse yesterday the

{
easona for the Introduction of the 
_ oglslation and the conditions sur- j 
flHrounding the measure. The bill In ! 
je short provides that the government 
w may reserve crown lands for soldiers, 

■ may spend up to $600,000 In buying 
suitable lands, may subdivide and 

■ lease or grant to soldiers, may turn 
over the property to the Dominion . 
Soldier Settlement Board, and may 
provide homosites near cities for those 
veterans who do not intend entering 
upon farm life.

The Premier frankly said -that-,lie 1 
regretted that more was not being ! 
done for the returned soldiers, and j 
indeed had not been done since the; 
government took office. Pressure of 
Immediate business, however, had been ; 
very great. He outlined the features j 

•Ù. of the bill and Informed the House 
K that recently he had discussed Its 
■ provisions with Major Ashton, ad­

vance agent of the Dominion Soldiers’ 
Settlement Commission, who was sat­
isfied with the measure as far ns It

VmOX ALL STANDPOINTS.
Representatives of returned soldiers | 

had recently met him, the Premier 
continued, and the trend of their argu­
ments appeared to be that It was solely 
the duty of the province to care for 
the veterans. This was a position 
•with which he could not agree. Pro­
ceeding on the theory of the soldiers’ 
deputation It would be found that If 
the province gave land and cash as­
sistance to each of the 50,000 men 
coming here after the war, its total 
outlay would- amount to $126,000,000 
in cash assistance and an equal sum 
In land.

That was a task which was of 
course Impossible. The government’s 
limited means prevented it doing all 
that should be done for the veterans, 
but It was realized, he went on, that 
British Columbia would have to pro­
vide land assistance because of the 
fact that the Dominion Government 
land In this province was up In the 
Peace River belt. Failing land grants 
from British Columbia, Ottawa would 
naturally devote chief attention to 
Blsolng soldiers with cash loans upon 
prairie lands owned by the Federal
government.

Dealing more particularly with the 
tnatter of close-in homesites, the Pre­
mier said that he had in mind lots In 
South Vancouver which had reverted 
to the municipality -for taxes. There 
was no reason, considering that the 
government had come to Soxith Van­
couver’s aid, why these areas could 
not be utilized as returned soldiers’ homes.

Concluding, he announced that the 
policy of the government in dealing 
with the returned soldier Issue would 
be to co-operate with Ottawa.
DEATHBED REPENTANCE. |

Mr. W. R. Ross intimated that the I 
opposition would concur In approving 
the principle of the bill. He asked 
the government, however, why It had 
abrogated the provisions of the Sol­
diers’ Homestead Act of 1916 which 
«et aside for the benefit of the sol­
diers all of the lands taken back from 
speculators. Had that legislation 
been made use of. part of the lands 
could have been laiu out for soldier 
settlement and other sections could 
have been sold ai?d the proceeds used 
In soldier loans. But two years had 
now been lost and the government 
was Introducing a bill which In effect 
followed along much the same line. 
All that the government had done In 
1917 was to provide a $600 rebate to 
any soldier buying crown lands. Mr. 
Ross called the new measure a death­
bed repentance brought about by the 
Soldier demonstration on the Parlia­
ment Building steps some nights ago.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo argued that It 
Would have been unwise to "carry on"' 
with tho Soldiers’ Homestead Act be­
cause the speculators' lands were scat­
tered all over the province, and In 
order to do some good to the veterans 
It would have been necessary toetle up 
|ill of tno two million acr'es taken back 
from the speculators. A good deal nf 
this would prove unsalable at present. 
On the whole It would be much bettet, 
he thought, to utilize that land In the 
ordinary way under the Land Act, and 
to deal with the soldiers by buying and 
Betting apart specifically selected 
tracts, especially suitable for their 
needs. This bill would provide for co­
operation with the Dominion he point­
ed out. In cases where the province 
saw fit to render financial assistance, 
apart altogether from the $2500 loans 
from tho Dominion Government, ad­
vances could be made by the Land Set­
tlement Board under last year’s legls-

TOO MANY "MAYS," HE ALLEGED.
Mr. Hawthomthwaite was willing to 

Agree with the principle of the bill, but 
thought that the proposal to convey 
■land to the Dominion board waa dan-

Mr Stewart of Comox reminded him 
that it was Ottawa which would give 
the cash loans to the soldier farmers, f 
and in order to get these men to settle 
in this province, where Ottawa had1 
ilittle or no farm land, British Colum­
bia must provide the land.

Lieut. Mackenzie pointed out that 
the bill was too full of "mays." It 
Was Indefinite, and while all very fine 
jin Its ideas, would certainly not be 
satisfactory unless carried Into full 
effect. Meantime It would furnish 
something that looked well on paper,

/ but gave the government too much 
room to procrastinate.

Mr. Jackson of The Islands rather 
lobjectod to the plan to give the sol­
diers who wanted to stay in cities, 
homesites nearby. He felt that this 
would create a housing problem. He 
spoke strongly In favor of giving all 
soldiers total exemption from taxation 
during the welt period. To suspend 
the taxes until the close of hostilities 
ns provided at present merely meant 
heaping up the financial - burden for 
the veterans to shoulder when they 
got .home.

Mr. Barrow of Chilliwack asked for 
opposition co-operation with the gov­
ernment In dealing with returned sol­
dier problems.

The bill got second reading In the 
fternooB slttl—

ISNOTAEN
| ________
Minister Defends His Ap­

pointment in Speech Last 
Evening.

Censored Substitute of Ross 
Soldier Resolution Is 

Passed.
VICTORIA. April 20.—In a party 

division the House last night refused 
to accept the soldier resolutions of 
Mr. W. R. Ross of Fort George and 
adopted In their stead a set proposed 
by Mr. Pauline of Saanich.

There were three sets In all. Mr. 
Roes gave the soldiers alien, food 
production and civil service motions in 
full, prefacing them with a line or 
two to the effect that the House dep­
recated the inability of the govern­
ment to accept the requests of the vet­
erans.

Mr. Jackson, of the Islands, had an 
amendment which gave the soldiers 
alien demands on Ottawa, with some 

I change. He left off the civil service 
1 section, however.

V'

Mr. Pauline of Saanich had another 
! set giving the soldier resolutions in 
toto, with hie own preamble added, 

j He also left off the particular motion 
calling for the Immediate operation of 
the Provincial Service Act. It was 
apparent that the presentation of this 
portion of the veterans’ requests deal­
ing with this matter was not accept­
able to the government.

Mr. Hawthorfithwaite did not vote 
in the division. The substance of the 
soldiers’ alien and other resolutions 
has already been given in accounts of 
previous House discussions.

Last night’s debate extended over 
a period of almost two hours.

Mr. Nelson of Slocan favored the 
substance of the resolutions although 
he could not agree with Mr. Ross* 
criticism of the government in his ln-i 
troductory sentences. Mr. Nelson con­
sidered that the civil service section! 
offered by the soldiers could well come’ 
later.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo took up the Lor­
enzen case, quoted by Mr. Bowser on 
the previous day. Mr. Lorenzen, hav-1 
ing was born in Schleswig-Holstein, 
a Danish province of Germany, was 
really a Dane, not a Hun. said the 
minister. Because the government ap­
pointed him to a position at Bella 
Coola certainly did not mean that the 
administration favored Germans, he 
added. He pointed out that of twenty- 
four vacancies in the forest branch, 
twenty-two had been filled by re­
turned soldiers.

"We have been working along the 
line of favoring returned soldiers for 
some time," he declared. Reading a 
list of "occupations" mentioned by 
soldier applicants, lie showed, however,

1 that very few of them were qualified 
by previous training for the position# ’ 
the government had to offer.

Mr. Jackson of Tho Islands proved 
the entertainer of the evening. He 
launched out In a lengthy classical 
selection from a poet of another age, 
lost his way and while the House split 
-Its side in enjoying his predicament, 
sent for the book, found the poem and 
Insisted on reading it all. He believed 
the opposition to the evil characters! 
portrayed in the poem.

Lieut. Mackenzie of Delta wanted to' 
know why Messrs. Jackson and Pauline 
made long speeches about what they 
wanted to do for the soldiers, but at 
the same time declined to include in 
their motions the Civil Service Act 
operation demanded by the soldiers. He 
pointed out that the Dominion Govern­
ment had already adopted the greater 
part of the alien resolutions of the 
soldiers, hence the Legislature should 
devote its particular attention to the 
civil service request, something with

)
 which it alone could deal.

The division was then called for. |

NOONDAY ROW! 
IS SESSION’S 

HOTTEST
Premier and Two Aides on 

One Side; Bowser on 
the Other.

Accusation that Salaries 
Were Paid Where No 

Offices Existed.

Kitsilano Deal and Alleged 
Rake-off Are Resur­

rected.

Finally They Grew Tired and 
Had to Adjourn for 

Lunch.
VICTORIA. April 20.—There were 

four of them in the verbal affray. On 
one side were Premier Oliver, Hon. 
John Hart and Hon. J. W. deB. Farris. 
On the other was the opposition leader. 
The hour was a quarter to one In the 
afternoon. Most of.tho House mem­
bers had gone to lunch and only a 
corporal’s guard remained. Dr. Rose 
of Nelson, who was In the chair, and 
Lieut Mackenzie of Delta were the 
only other Conservatives In the House.

The House was In committee on the 
Audit Act amendments. Ordinarily, it 
might be supposed that such a prosaic 
subject as this would not create any 

, stir, but the few members who re- ! mained for the bill saw more fuse than 
has previously been stirred up this 
session.

It all started when Mr. Bowser 
voiced a protest against the provision 
In the bill for the signing of govern­
ment cheques by the deputy minister 

i of finance instead of the minister of 
finance. Discussion then veered to 
the comptroller-general. Hon, Mr. 
Hart said that the government had 
every confidence In the official and 
that the Bowser charges to the effect 

k;, ;

^11118
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tnat tie was * rubber stamp who 
passed every voucher put up to him 
were without foundation. . ♦
SAYS OFFICES UN CHEATED.

“Well, he passes vouchers for sal­
aries for offices which have no legal 
statutory existence,” said the opposi­
tion leader. "This government has 
continually appointed men to offices 
which the Legislature never created.
It might just as well make an inspec­
tor of eaves-troughs as some of the 
offices it has created without au­
thority," he added.
Premier Oliver suggested that Mr. 

Bowser was cavilling at small things. 
When there was work to be done it 
was customary for the government to 
appoint a man to do it whether the 
Legislature had created the position 
or not, he declared.

“If the leader of the opposition had , 
the instincts of a gentleman he would , 
withdraw the charges Tie made against I 
the comptroller-general the other day,” 
concluded the Premier.

Mr. Bowser remarked that he did 
not propose to interject Billingsgate 
into the debate; he was discussing 

1 the question of the constitutional 
powers of the government. He de­
fied the executive to show an instance 
of where the old government had ever 
by minute of council appointed any­
one to a position not created by the

“You've done worse.” interjected 
Hon. Mr. Farris.
FOOL STATEMENT, SAYS PBEMXBB

“All my friend can add to this argu­
ment is 'You did it,' like a big school 
boy," replied the opposition speaker. 
Then he proceeded to give a number 
of instances in which he said the gov­
ernment had made, appointments to 
non-existent offices, such as that of 
prohibition commissioner, deputy-sur­
veyor-general and assistant assessor.
He contended that salaries for such 
offices must be voted by the House, 
otherwise they could not be paid, but 
the government paid them last year 
just the same.

“Bosh—that’s a fool statement,” 
ccunmented the Premier.

Premier' Oliver told the opposition 
chief that the Prohibition Act was pot 
in force when last year's estimates 
were passed, so the House could hardly 
then vote a salary for the commis­
sioner. Mr. Bowser said the vote 
could have been provided at the 
August session. The government was 
in such a hurry then to adjourn to 
avoid his want-of-confidence proposal 
that it did not bother about any such 
details. Hence the reason why It had 
to bring in a bill this session to clear 
up the status of this particular offi­
cial. Already it had Introduced ninety- 
six bills this session, most of them 
for the purpose of remedying its for­
mer mistakes. The government speak­
ers promptly claimed that the mis­
takes to be cleared up were nearly all 
errors of the old administration. 
who owns piommoiT 

“The Prohibition Act was your own 
creature,” said Premier Oliver.

•Thank you for giving me the credit 
Your government has always tried to 
take It from me," replied Mr. Bowser.

He charged that the government had 
used steam-roller tactics upon him in

“We did not half try,” said the Pre­
mier.

“We'll do it better next time,” added 
Mr. Hart.

Then Hon. Mr. Farris took a hand 
In the argument. He quoted a section 
of the Prohibition Act to show that 
In the absence of a special vote 
salaries and expenses shall be payable 
out of the consolidated revenue fund.

“There is a limit to our endurance 
end this man has passed the limit,” he 
declared. “Do we have to sit here and 
suffer his audacious and uncalled-for 
remarks? He talks of paying salaries 
illegally. Does he forget that he paid 
eighty thousand dollars to two men 
for putting over a réserve deal oïî the 
Kitsilano Indians? That sum and the 
$320,000 paid to the Indians for a title 
they could not give was not voted by 
the government. He did not even have 
a mlnute-of-council for it, nor did it 
appear in the supplementary estimates ! 
the following year. Yet he comes here | 
and deliberately, brazenly and auda­
ciously criticizes this administration 
for paying a salary which la clearly 
provided for by statute.”

Mr. Bowser replied that the $300,000 
paid for the Kitsilano Indian reserve1 
is to be returned to the province by 
the federal authorities under an agree­
ment providing that that sum could be 
at least the minimum award by arbi­
tration. The development of the re­
serve as now indicated was far better1 
than the night-time beating of tom­
toms at Indian potlatcbes, and the old! 
government deserved some credit for 
getting the reserve into use at no cost 
whatever to the province.
ALLEGED A BAKE-OFF.

"Does that Justify the illegality of 
j the deal In the first place?" asked Mr.
I Farris.

“The money was paid by special 
warrant approved by a lieutenant-gov­
ernor, who was a Liberal appointee and 
before whom I. myself, laid the whole 
case," answered Mr. Bowser.

“I venture to say you never told 
him that there was an $80.000 rakeoflf 
for Harry Alexander and Hamilton

ser, Reid A Wallbridge acting for the'
1 * “You2* would contribute a thousand | 
dollars apiece if you could bring ' - 
anything home against me,” Mr. Bow­
ser called out.

He «turned to the discussion about 
the status of the prohibition commis­
sioner and asked the attorney-general 
if there was nothing doubtful about it 
why did Mr. Justice Murphy hold that 
the* official had no legal standing? Hon. 
Mr Farris claimed that what the 
learned judge had held was that the 
attorney-general himself could not 
delegate his powers to the prohibi­
tion commissioner; there was no ques­
tion as to the legal existence of the 
latter or the validity of his appolnt-
m The two sides wrangled on until 
finally they grew tired and at 1:4», 
o'clock adjourned to lunch.

IRCEMNC 
WER JITNEYS

Legislature Almost En­
croached on Sunday 

Hours in Debate.

Vote of Citizens Should Be1 
Taken, Argues Newcastle 

Member.
VICTORIA. April The l»»u«

6n the Vancouver jitneys was Joined 
by the opposing House factions on 
Saturday. They argued the subject 
until midnight, when an adjournment 
became necessary so that the Sunday

To'uTn^.«n°r cdncluston Æ 

beMr."lawthomlhwalte aPPC»red as
ÎX,&n.C,Piïe ’proposed1 £ £US2l

ggtaftgsgg
C*Mr?6Hawthornthwaite prefaced his, 
bU^by6 remarking‘the t Vancouver and

’ on any legislation they favored. He “tr’àormnan-'V.r.Con'in^.tUmP-lnî1

HiFS'i^o^YhoK

If the B C Klectrlo wanted to get rid if ‘the Jitney. It should elther boy 
them out or compete by means « “»
”” SaSff in 'v an couver* J 

of the citizens should be taken, he
considered. _
QUESTION FOB VAEOOUVB».

Mr. M. A. Macdonald said that all 
the House had to decide was whether 
it would give Vancouver City full 
power over auto traffic on its streets. 
The abolition of the JRn*Y .a mat* 
ter for the City Council to decide.

Mr Fisher of Fernte pleaded for 
city control of the B. C. Electric in 
order to assure good w,a*e® f°* 
ployees and cheap fares for the Public.
He said he would be agalnstglving 
Vancouver power to cut /b,0*® 
side Jitneys which were not duplicat­
ing B. C. Electric service.

That Commissioner Shortt hlJ
B C. Electric enquiry had taken a 
one-sided view to fftvorthe com­
pany. was the statement of Mr. «• 
Cowper of Vancouver, The member 
admitted, however, that the mass of 
evidence submitted to him *n
that direction. While prepared to ac- 
rapt the Hs.wthornthwa.lte »r"f"dn""P‘
he was not willing to admit the truth o? the” charge of the Newcastle mem- 
ber he said, that the B. C. Electric was full of watered stock. The full | 
and frank statements of the c°mpany 
showed as a matter of fact that its 
stock had been sold at » 
that it had committed few extrava 
cances and made no Important mis­
takes He was willing to admit, he 
went'on. that Jitney competition was 
more unfair to the co’ll**?mme 
parallel carline, but at the same time 
it would not be wise to give the city 
a weapon by which It could cut off the 
titnavF entirely. He favored elimin­
ating them, hbwever, from the carline 
streets.
FUTX7BB ACTIO».

Mr. Cowper asked If it would not 
be the case, in the event of the city 
obtaining such wide authority as lt 
Fought, that sometime In the future 
when the Bolshevik!, or common peo­
ple of Vancouver, obtained control of 
the council, they would wipe out the 
B C Electric Itself. Such wide pow­
er. therefore, should not be given the
Cl Unrestricted competition was 
wasteful, argued Mr. Barrow of Chil­
liwack. In the long run. the public

-Je tram lines, and in order to pro-; 
tect Itself would be forced to cut out 
the jitneys. There were not jitneys 
in Liverpool and Glasgow competing 
dlrectlv with the electric lines, he 
said. Transportation of the public on 
a large scale was a task which the 
small man could not handle.

Mr. H. C. Hall of Victoria started to 
propose some amendments when Mr. 
Ross of Fort George proposed what 
would have amounted to a closure 
when he asked that the previous ques­
tion now be put Chairman Nelson 
ruled him out of order on the ground 
that the closure could only come with 
the speaker or deputy speaker in the 
chair. Mr. Ross appealed to the 
House, but was defeated. Midnight 
hove in sight about this time and the 
House adjourned.

PROVINCE ABOUNDS ! 
IN EH IRON ORE

VICTORIA, April 22. — The Ore 
Bounties Bill by which the province 
is given power to give a bonus on pig 
Iron of three dollars a ton. If made In 
British Columbia from British Colum­
bia ore, got its second reading in the 
House this morning. Hon. William 
Sloan said it was destined to be of 
great assistance in establishing the 
iron ore Industry in the province.

Mr. Bowser, opposition leader, said 
he hoped for the best but he did not 
consider the “paper policy record" of 
the minister of mines such as would 
justify any great degree of faith in 
the now bill.

Mr. Sloan said that British Colum­
bia had enough iron ore actually in 
sight for twenty-five years of produc­
tion. This ore was of high-grade 
quality, yielding from il to 66 per 
cent. iron. x\ew processes provided for 
^electrical treatment of magnetite ore 
such as found in British Columbia and 
the government was now negotiating 
with a Montreal expert to report on 
direct electrical treatment of British; 
Columbia magnetite, thua obviating 
the necessity of using hematite ore. A 
moderate sized iron and steel industry 
in British Columbia would provide em­
ployment directly and indirectly for 
17,500 men.

Mr. BowFer said he had not been 
greatly Impressed with the Sloan min­
ing legislation of last session. For 
instance, the act to establish samplers, 
smelters, ore-purchasing depots and 
concentrators «lid not bring any re­
sults whatever. Neither did the act 
to provide for diamond drilling claims 
at an overcharge of 100 per cent.

As a matter of fact not a single 
claim was drilled and- the government 
now proposed to drop the overcharge 
and drill at cost Mr. Bowser wanted 
to know if Hon. Mr. Sloan had the 
benefit of the industry at heart why 
he did not establish an ore-purchasing 
department when the up-eountry min­
ers had their quarrel with the Trail 
smelter and why also did he give the 
six months' hoist to the bill designed 
to shut Orientât! labor out of the Is­
land coal

CLERGY AND HOTELMEN
Both Are Mew Eligible for Civic Office 

la ▼aaeourtr.
VICTORIA, April 22 —The disability 

against ministers of the gospel with 
regard to public office on the council 
of Vancouver was removed by the 
Legislature during consideration of the 
Vancouver private bill on Saturday.

Following a lengthy discussion of 
the subject in the small hours of 
Saturday morning the members con» 
eluded to alter the terms of the clause 
dealing with this subject. In future, 
therefore, clergymen will be privileged 
to become candidates for the mayoralty 
or seats on the council.

This clause prohibiting the appear­
ance in the civic field of clergymen 
has been in the Vancouver charter for 
thirty-two years, and only came to 
the attention of the House last week­
end, bacause It happened to form part 

; of a section which was being amend­
ed in another particular. But the 
members saw no reason why this par­
ticular custom in Vancouver, time- 
honored although it might be, should 
continue any longer. The sgine sec­
tion bars out hotelkeepers, bqt seeing 
that hotels no longer have bars, the 
House was disposed to remove also 
the rest rlotion against hotel license 
holders.
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PROPOSE MORE 
TAXES FOR CANNERS

They Must Pay Last Year’s 
Income Rate, Says Hon.

J. Hart.
VICTORIA, April 22.—The opposi­

tion leader was able to show the 
House on Saturday that the salmon 
canners of the province had not paid 
any Income tax last year, but Hon.
John Hart, minister of finance, de­
clared that last year's Income taxation 
would have to be provided by the can­
ning industry this year. The question 
was an Issue during the recent by- ( 
election, when Mr. Bowser charged 
that while the Brewster government | 
had levied income taxation against I 
other Industries the salmon canners j 
merely paid the old tax of four cents , 
per case.Thera was a lengthy argument on ! 
the subject on Saturday, Mr. Bowser 
producing returns to show that the 
only canners who had paid the Income 
tax being Mr. Shotbolt, with a ten- 
dollar payment, and Mr. Sponcer with 
five dollars.Replying, Hon. Mr. Ha: t pointed out 
that the departmental solicitor had 
held tluit cannery shareholders could \ 
be forced to pay the Income tax for i 
last year on this industry, although ! 
the administration had not yet actually 
collected It."Had Premier Brewster lived he 
would h»ve been required this year to 
pay the income tax for last year," he
declared. ,| Mr. Bowser maintained .that through? 
the wording of the taxation amend­
ments last year the government could 

I not legally collect any Income tax 
from cannera for 1917, the four cents 
a vase being In lieu of all other taxa­
tion, despite the fact that the cannera 
had probably made millions. When 
the minister announced that instruc­
tions had already been issued to col­
lect the 1917 Income tax on canners, 
the opposition leader remarked that 
they were probably not sent out until 
after the by-elections.In moving the second reading of the 
taxation bill Hon. Mr. Hart stated that 
the government's Investigation into 
the question of taxation on mining and 
other Industrial companies was not yet 
completed, but would be continued 
during the coming year, and If possi­
ble to Improve the act there would ie

I recommendations to that end sub- 
I mitted at next year's sessions. The 
mineowners sought an allowance for 
depreciation In value of their proper­
ties. The government was sympa­
thetic to their requests, but was not 
yet ready to work out a method. Re­
gard would be had to cash capital na 
a basis on which to work, and not to 
watered stock or the value of the mine. 
He believed the farmer would have no 
reason to object to the proposal to 
give exemption on farm improvements 
up to $1500 in addition to the exemp­
tion o! $1000 on Income.He desired to make it clear that the 

; amendments now being proposed 
(would make effective for 1917 the 
changes now brought down.The bill was given Its second read: j 

tag.
Mileage for Members.

VICTORIA. April 22—Bill No 106 
In this year's session was Introduced 
by Premier Oliver on Saturday. It 
provides for a special mileage allow­
ance of twenty-five cents per mile for 
the members of the Législature. This 
mileage allowance is to ©ever the eye- 
Sü August 4eeion pf Ust yw.
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I0USE IS PROROGUED

Cundredarea ana Twelve Bille Passed 
During Session at Victoria.

VICTORIA, April 23.—The House 
rorogued at 1 o'clock this afternoon, 
lis Honor Lleutenant-Oovemor Bar- 
iard officiating at the formal closing, 
unction when the list of 112 bills 
adopted this session was read.

Official business of the session was 
joncluded somewhat earlier with the 
j as sage of the Vancouver charter 
imendments, the Hawthomthwaite fac­
tory bill, the South Vancouver bill, the 
million dollar loan bill, Provincial 
Elections Act amendment, the Inter­
pretation Act amendment, the land 
settlement bill, the P. G. B. bill, the 
Workmen's Compensation amendment, 
Municipal amendment and Will Act 
amendment.A new bill relieving war charities 
from fees was brought In today and 
•was ruehed through It» various stages,

MILLION DOLLARS 
FOR SO. VANCOUVER

Legislation to Assist Muni­
cipality Introduced in 

House Today.
VICTORIA, April 23.—The necessary 

legislation dealing with the appoint­
ment of a commissioner for Soutt 

. Vancouver was Introduced in the 
Legislature during the early hours thlt 
morning, and will be passed by tonight 

With this bill is another to borrow 
one million dollars for the purpose of 
meeting the obligations of South Van­
couver. It is said that the govern­
ment has already paid the South Van­
couver short-term notes carried by 
Spltxar, Rorick & Co., out of funds ob­
tained from the Dominion Government.

The commissioner for South Vancou­
ver is to have all the powers exercised 
by reeve and councillors, police com- 

j missioners and school trustees, and 
; these bodies shall cease their functions 
upon his appointment.

The commissioner may exceed the 
Municipal Act limit of one and a half 
cents per dollar taxation, and it shall 
be lawful for the lieutenant-governor-. 

1 ln-councll to guarantee any existing or 
future obligation of the Corporation of 
South Vancouver.

BATTALION IN 
A BY-ELECTION

Visions of New Invasion of 
Victoria Seen by a 

Member.

79

Fraud in Soldier Voting Is 
Suggested in the 

Legislature.
VICTORIA, April 22.—The govern­

ment Is gold-brlcklng the soldiers In 
Its new Elections Amendment Act, 
claims Opposition Leader Bowser. The 
bill from the Premier comes Into the 
House to replace Mr. Bowser's own 
piece of proposed legislation which 
Premier Oliver rejected the other day 
as being too liable to open the way to 
frauds.

Mr. Bowser had proposed that any 
returned soldier could get on the vot­
ers' list within five days of an elec­
tion. The Premier’s measure sets the 
period at ten days prior to an election 
and provides also that the soldier can 
only get on for the constituency In 
which he lived prior to going over-

iTiscussing this measure yesterday 
Premier Oliver said that It did away 
with' the danger of Improper voting 
at by-elections.

Mr. Bowser srfld he could congratu­
late the Premier upon seeing some 
light as a result of the soldiers' dem­
onstration on the Legislative Building 
steps. He pointed out that under the 
existing Elections Act any voter after 

; residence of a month In a riding could 
I transfer to that district from another. 
In which he had previously lived. Such 
a concession, however, was apparently 
not given to the soldiers. R^r in­
stance under the Oliver bill a soldier 
from Nelson in a Vancouver convales­
cent home could only get on the list 
for Nelson, but that would be of no 
advantage to him if he had to remain 
In the Vancouver hospital. Thus he 
would not even have the benefit 
which was offered the ordinary civ­
ilian voter who after a month's resi­
dence in Vancouver could get on the 
Vancouver list. Mr. Bowser thought 
that his own bill would have been 
preferable because It would have al­
lowed the soldier to get on the list In 
the riding in which he resided at the 
time application was made.
WWAT PBEMXBB SAID.

furthermore the government. In set­
ting the time limit at ten. days, was 
giving an opportunity for doing the 
soldiers out of votes at by-elections 
fou the reason that the existing Elec­
tions Act provided that by-slsotlons

In Victoria, for instance, the govern 
ment could call a by-election on short 
notice and the soldiers would never 
have an opportunity to get on thp 
voters' list as they could not apply 
after ten days before the polling day. : 

j The speaker said that he considered 
; the Premier's statement the other day 
, that the Bowser Bill would open the 1 
way to frauds was a reflection on the 
bona fldes of the soldiers. It was a 

1 gratuitous Insult to the returned men.
"I did not say that the soldiers 

would commit the frauds, I said peo­
ple In the guise of returned soldiers, 
explained Hon. Mr. Oliver.

"But It could not be anyone else 
than a returned soldier, for he would 
be the man applying to get on the

The Premier and the opposition | 
leader got Into a somewhat heated , 
argument as to what Mr. Oliver had i 
said about frauds. Finally the Pre­
mier appealed to the chair.

"Mv friend is always appealing to 
the chair for help," commented the 
opposition leader. "Why can not he 
do as I do? I do not thlhk I have 
asked for a Speaker's ruling this ses-

"I would sooner go out and die than 
do what he does," answered Premier 
Oliver.

Mr Whiteside of New Westminster

switch back to Vancouver for an elec

“°"™»*”»’ the reVi,T Seattledie™ the -rar0'BLYer "It ÿo'S 

PàVgvethat#in my'blll I am trying to

sgMBSM
,n0nnth,° gtound°that the Premier had

rttS«3 Hlfe
It was more or lest of a he would 

through committee. ________

JITNEYS’ SWAN 
SONG IN SMA’ 

HOURS
Legislators Discussed Van­
couver Charter Amend­

ments After Midnight.

Only Eight Votes in Support 
of Continuance of Blue 

Funnel Line.

Attorney-general Foreshad­
ows Appointment of Pub­

lic Utility Board.

M. A. Macdonald as Sponso 
Conducted Argument in 

Favor of Bill.
VICTORIA, April 23.—At 2 o’cloel 

this morning the Legislature passei 
clause 8 of the Vancouver Bill, belni 

! the section which will put the Jltneyi 
out of business in the Terminal City 
The Cowper amendment to limit thi 
prohibitory powers of the city to th* 
street-car routes roufid drily lw< 
other supporters In the House, Messrs 
Hawthomthwaite of Newcastle ant 
Wilson of Rossland. The Hawthorn' 
thwaite amendment to prevent the cltj 
from eliminating the outside Jitneys 

■ such as the Blue Funnel line, obtained 
(eight votes, Messrs. Hawthornthwglta 
Buckham. Rose, Jackson. McKenzla 
Fisher. Wallis and Schofield. Then 
were thirty-six members present.

Mr. H. C. Hall of Victoria sub­
mitted an amendment to the effect 
that the right given the city should 
not be considered In any way a vested 
privilege. This was also defeated. 
PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD.

Hon. Mr. Farris explained that the 
government did not consider the pow­
ers given the city a vested right, inso­
far as the B. C. Electric Railway was 
concerned. In reply to a request from 
Mr. Hall, he announced that the ad­
ministration now had . under consid­
eration the question of appointing a 
public utility board and legislation to 
this end might be brought In at the 
next session.

The first proposed amendment 
which came up was that to confine 
the cl tv's powers to the carline streets.

Mr. Hawthomthwaite accepted it In 
lieu of one he had offered on Satur­
day night that the city be permitted 
to "bar the Jitneys from certain streets 
Instead of "any and all."

Messrs. M. A. Macdonald. McGeer 
and Anderson argued against the 
clause. Although Its two chief sup- ! 
porters made a strong fight for It, 
vote was overwhelming.
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i in offerlh^^tfte second amendment 
‘designed to save the outside jitneys. x 
Mr Hawthornthwalte paid a tribute 
to the value of the Blue Funnel line, 
and th» service rendered by Its man­
ager He charged that the company, 
instead of buying him out or compet­
ing with him on a commercial basis, 
was attempting to steal his business 
through the Legislature. Mr. Fisher 
suggested that if the city passed a 
by-law which would eliminate a jitney 
lfne running through the country dis­
tricts the measure would be ultra

DIRECT COMPETITION.
J. S. Cowper could not support this 

amendment because he considered that 
the Blue Funnel offered direct com- 
.etition with the company, a matter 
ie was anxious to avoid.

Mr Hawthomthwalte put up an ar­
gument in favor of giving the Blue 
Funnel time to get out of ’-tSsiuess 
and also to hold down, the fares og the 
company by means of legislative coh-
tr<Mr M. A. Macdonald, as sponsor 
for the bill, conducted the principal 
argument in its favor, pointing out 
that the government was merely giv­
ing the cltv autonomy and control of 
traffic on its streets. The city would 
not hurt Its own future by improper 
action, he contended. The vote, came 
after two hours of argument

WHAT SOLDIERS 
GETINLANDS

Interesting Discussion in the 
House on Treatment for 

Returned Men.

Socialist Takes Vigorous Ex­
ception to Mine Bounty 

Proposal.
VICTORIA, April 2*.—Committee 

stage of the Land Settlement Act 
amendments brought some dissension 
In the House yesterday over the ques­
tion of what treatment should be ac­
corded returned soldiers.

Mr. Fisher of Fernie considered that 
, the government should not content 

Itself with giving soldiers ordinary 
pre-emption rights on crown land and | 
a 1600 rebate on lands which It pur- i 
chased and resold. Soldiers, in his 
opinion, and possibly indeed all bona 
fide settlers, should be permitted free 
settlement upon any and all agricul­
tural land owned by the administra­
tion.

Î
lr. Hawthomthwalte of Newcastle 
nted out that the finest lands held 
by the government were under the con­
trol of the land settlement board and 
this board did not propose to give 

lands to soldiers, but merely offered 
them a $500 cut In the purchase price.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo took the ground 
that the province could not afford to 
buy lands from private owners and 
then give them away.

Premier Oliver said that the govern­
ment had power to dispose of lands to 
the soldiers upon any terms It saw fit.

The feature of the new bill by which 
the government proposes to punish 
holders of idle lands by exacting a 
special 5 per cent, penalty tax met 
with a good deal of criticism. It went 
through the committee, however.

Mr. Jones of South Okanagan warned 
the government against community 
settlement unless these settlements 
oonsteted of Anglo-Saxons. Allen set­
tlements he had found In the prairies 
constituted sore spots. Premier Oliver 
explained that all propositions received 
by the land settlements board must re­
ceive governmental endorsement.

Lieut. Mackensle asked for Informa­
tion as to the previous occupations of 
members of the board, claiming that 
they were not farmers. Mr. Manson of 
Omenica objected, however, raising a 
point of order.
JAIL POE FALSE STATEMENT.

Hon. John Hart, minister of finance, 
came In for criticism at the hands of 
Mr. Bowser, while the new Taxation 
Bill was In committee. The opposition 
leader decried the necessity of sending 
a ‘‘tax-dodger’' or person making false 
statement to Jail for six months in ad­
dition to the maximum penalty of $500 I 
provided. The present government was 
accused of putting the thumbscrews on 
the public so far as taxation is coh- j 
cerned and an “awful" reputation for ! 
the government, together with a gen­
eral exodus from the prqvlnce, were i 
events predicted by Mr. Bdwser unless 
the government sees the error of Its I 
ways In regard to taxation, and eases 
up a bit. Mr. Bowser dealt at length 
upon the lack of necessity for any Jail 
sentence In addition to the heavy fine 
provided for mis-statement to the tax 
collector.

Defending the imprisonment pro­
vision, Attorney-General Farris for­
warded the opinion that there la not 
much difference between the man mak­
ing false tax statements and the man 
who perjures himself—yet the mini­
mum tor perjury conviction Is a term 
of not less than two years in the peni­
tentiary. The clause passed, inclusive 

, of the Imprisonment section which. It 
was explained. Is not mandatory, but 
merely discretionary with trial Judges.

AID AOEIOULTimB.
Passing on to the section covering 

taxation of termers, divided opinion 
arose in the House. Mr. J. W. Jones 
of South Okanagan argued strongly in 
favor of exemption for all farmers on 
all Improvements. Mr. M. B. Jackson 
of the Islands constituency agreed 
that farmers should be encouraged by 
exemptions, even to the point of bon­
uses. agricultural development he 
thought, being the main hope of Brit­
ish Columbia's future. The House 
merely reported progress on the bill, 
tackling it again later in the night. 
Mr. Jones then offered an amendment 
that the assessing of farm improve­
ments be made at 6u per cent, of the 
value with an exemption on such val­
uation up to $1600. It was defeated,
h°Wiiilo the Iron Bounties Bill was In 
committee prior to Its passage y'eter- 
day, Mr. J. H. Hawthomthwalte, Labor 
member for Newcastle, took a charac­
teristic rap at the measure and the 
government, declaring the Mil to be
Iniquitous and deceiving. In the first
place he thought $8 a ltonn*?tl5?'1£*y 
on produced minerals In British Co 

j lumbia entirely too large a rewardfor 
I those whose enterprise put them to a 
oosition to tap the assets of the prov­
ince in this regard. He could see no 
available fund which would supply the 
means for bounty and thought the gov­
ernment was wrong In passing such a 
bill when those who would go Into the 
enterprise had no assurance that the 
bounty would be paid. His argument 
was unavailing, however, for the bill 
got final passage. _________

HALF-HOLIDAY CHANGES
1 Members Snggeet Drug Clerks and 
j Barbers Be Included In Measure.
| VICTORIA. April 23.—With the 
protest of the opposition, the House 
on Monday grave second reading to tbs 

! new half-holiday amendment which 
. does away with half-holidays when 
the legal public holidays arrive.

Mr. Bowser asked Hon. Mr. Farris If 
the clerks had approved of the bill. 
The attorney-general explained that 
the clerks had been willing to do 
without the half-holiday when there 
were public holidays, bu$ this conces­
sion had been based upon the accept- 

i ance by the government of other de­
mands by the clerks themselves 
These changes, he said, would be con­
sidered before next session, although 

, the government was not perparod to 
accept them at present.

Mr. Hawthomthwalte considered the 
amendment cutting out the half-holi­
days when there were legal holidays In 
the same weeks a deliberate attempt 
to "do" the clerks out of at least six 
half days a year.

Mr. W. A. McKenzio of Similkameen 
asked to have the drug clerks included 
within the scope of the half-holiday 
act. Mr. J. S. Cowper of Vancouver 
sought the same concession for the

TOO MANY NEW~BILLS

Opposition Protest at Late Introdue- 
tlon of Important Measures.

VICTORIA. April 23.—Complaint 
that the government. In the dying 
days of the session, was Introducing 
too many Important bills which the 
opposition had no opportunity of con­
sidering. was expressed by the opposi­
tion leader yesterday when the bill to 
obtain uniform legislation among the

firovlnces of the Dominion was given 
ts second reading.

"The Liberals used to charge the 
old Conservative government with 
rushing business at the end of a ses­
sion. but this administration Is out- 
Herodlng Herod," Mr. Bowser declared. 
“It Is not content with making nu- : 
merous changes to legislation passed ! 
last session, but It brings in entirely 
new measures, such as the Land Set­
tlement Bill, with only a few hours 
for legislative consideration."

He drew attention to the fact that1 
since the arrival of the budget which 
hâd ihÔ'Wéd a deficit of $1,900,000 for 
1918-19, new bills Involving money ex-, 
penditure of another two millions hwli 
been brought In. Thus If this money] 
was expended the province would for 
1918-19 aloHI have a deficit of four 
m”1,ons Mr. Bowser took this pos­
sibility as a reason why the govern­
ment should not enter upon a scheme 
tef spend money in sending British Co­
lumbia representatives to annual con­
ferences on uniform legislation for the 
provinces. In any event, he said, these 
conferences would not be particularly 
valuable for the reason that British 
Columbia’s condition varied greatly 
from that of Quebec or Nova Scotia 
and British Columbia could therefore 
only legislate for herself. The whole 
project was Utopian, he said.

Mr. Andetson of Kamloops called 
Mr. Bowser's comment a calamity howl. 
He believe#! the bill a step In the right 
direction in that it would aid the pub­
lic even though It hurt the business of 
the legal firms.
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NEW PROPOSAL
'Premier Oliver Will Leave 

Tonight for Ottawa and
Toronto. 11

SB

Will Testify Before C. N. R. 
Commission Regarding 

Branch Lines.
VICTORIA. April 24.—Preparatory 

to leaving for Ottawa tonight, where 
ho is to discuss the entire British 
Columbia railroad situation with the 
Ottawa authorities. Premier John Oli­
ver this morning handed over the reins 
of office pro tem to Attorney-general ! 
Farris. The latter now lias in addi- 

: lion to the responsibility of being at- 
1 torney-gcneral. the acting premier- i

I
1 ship, the portfolio of labor, the port­
folio of railways'1 and. tbo presidency 
of the council.

I
It is expected that before the Pre- j 
mier leaves lie will have Mr. E. D. I 
Barrow of Chilliwack sworn in as j 
| minister of agriculture. Mr. Barrorç I 
is an Englishman by birth, coming to I 

this country about twenty years ago I 
from his native county of Hampshire. I 
He is a successful dairy farmer in I 
the Fraser Valley and president of I 
the Fraser Valley Milk Producers' As-I 
sociatton. and as such was a lecturer I 
recently at the University in one of I 
the agricultural courses. It is ex-1 
pected that the by-elections both m I 
Chilliwack and Victoria will be held | 
In from six to seven weeks' time.
SPIRITED FIGHT IN VIOTOBIA.

, It is quite possible that the Chilli-1 
Wck by-election will go uncontested. 1 
but for the vacant seat at Victoria 1 
there is every prospect of a spirited I 
four-cornered contest. Mrs. Spofford I 
has been nominated as an independent! 
woman’s candidate. Mayor Todd is also I 
spoken of as an independent candidate. I 
while the two political parties will I 
almost certainly have soldier candi-1 
dates in the Held. In Conservative I 
circles Major Monk is regarded as thcl 
standard-bearer. |

One of the first things that Premier I 
Oliver Is to take up at Ottawa is that! 
of the completion of the C. N. R. I 
branch lines and terminals In theprov-l 
tnce. Both on Vancouver Island and! 
in the Okanagan there are uncom-| 
pleted branch lines, for which the I 
trust funds raised on. the province’s I 
guarantee of C. N. R. bonds are ex-1 
hausted. Both at New Westminster I 
and Victoria the terminals have not I 
been started, although both the ter-1 
minai and the line construction trust! 
accounts have been paid out in full. I 

During the session a resolution was! 
passed by the Legislature praying the I 
Ottawa government not tc pay over! 
to Mackenzie & Mann the $10,000.000 1 
that they are expected to get for their 1 
shares in the C. N. It until the branch 1 
lines and terminals in this province | 
are completed os originally contracted I 
for. Premier Oliver will accordingly I 
proceed to Toronto, where the C. N. R. j 
commission Is sitting, and will give 
evidence In regard to these uncom­
pleted undertakings.
DSTBXMXMB EXACT POSITION.

' There is also the further question.
, It is said, of the release of the prov­
ince of its obligations under the C. . 
N. R. guarantees. Two rather con­
tradictory statements havp emanated 

, from Ottawa, one of them giving the, 
Impression that the Ottawa govern- i 

‘ment is taking over the entire burden! 
'of the C. N. R., including the guarnn-1 
tees of the bond issues given by the ! 

j provinces, while the other statement!] 
casts pome doubt on the extent to1 1 
which the federal government will as­
sume the provincial liability. This Is 

! said to be one of the things that Pre- 
. mier Oliver has set himself to have 
1 placed beyond any misunderstanding. 

Premier Oliver is said to hâve an 
even bigger scheme to urge on the 
Ottawa government. Undeterred by 
the refusal of that government some 
months ago to take the P. G. E. Rail­
way off the hands of the province, 
Premier Oliver is now returning wltn 
a proposal that the Ottawa govern­
ment take over the P. G. FT. as part: 
of the C. N. R. system, linking up the 
two systems by a cut-off line at Ash­
croft. The possibilities of Increasing 
the usefulness of the C. N. It. system, 
by linking It up with the new areas 
opened up by the P. G. E. system is 
something that the Premier is quite 
enthusiastic about. At any rate, the 
Premier is going to Ottawa, It is said, 
with the confident hope that on nis 
return he may be able to announce 
to the province that the load which 
Tg too heavy for the province to carry- 
under Its present circumstances will 
be taken off its hands and developed 
into a colonizing and developing line 
by the richer parent government.

sM:
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' PBDBBAX. SUBSIDY.

Should the Ottawa government prove 
unsusceptible to the Premier’s argu­
ments for taking over the line, then 
a request will be made that the fed­
eral authorities do as they have done j 
with the Edmonton & Dunvegan and 
other Albertan lines and grant a sub­
sidy of $12,000 a mile to the province.
In return the province will place the '
P. G. E. under the authority of the 
Dominion Railway Board and declare 
it to be a line for the general benefit 

‘ Canada.
Hon. John Hart, minister of finance, 

will leave for the East in about a. week's 
time to join the Premier at Toronto . 
and Ottawa. Finance looms very large 
in all of the provincial schemes for 
the returned soldier and future co­
operation of plans for the returned 
soldier will be sought.

CECIL i6sm 
ON JITNEY BY-LAW

City Legislation May Require 
B. C. Electric to Care for 

New Outside Trade.
The Legislature having conferred 

upon the city the right to eliminate 
the Jitneys from Vancouver, the City 
Council, in order to keep faith In the 
arrangement made prior to Dr. Adam 
Shortt’s appointment, will immediately 
prepare the necessary local legislation 
to bar the Jitneys from service within 
the corporate limits.

In granting these powers to the 
council the Legislature made it clear 
that It must apply to all jitney lines, 
no provision having been made for 
interurban services.

With the elimination of such jitney 
lines the council will in all probabil­
ity demand that the street, railway, 
company make provision to take care 
Of the trade developed by Uie Jitney 
line», said Aid. Kirk today. Just what 
form thtx will take, he did not pux- 
gest. but he was emphatic In his dec­
laration that the public travelling on 
such routes as the Vancouver-Ladner 
run mdst be accommodated with a 
convenient service.

Them are other points of debate 
when the council undertakes to frame 
the necessary prohibitory legislation, 
and It is expected that the jitney in­
terests will not quietly relinquish the 
fight, but will endeavor to obtain 
legislation of less drastic, nature than 
is allowed by the powers given to 
the city. The Jifney licenses will ex-- 
pire on June 30. and it is expected 
that the by-law will come Into effect 
<m that date. It will not. in all prob­
ability. be passed upon finally until 
th. «turn of Mayor Gale from the

Some suggestion had been made that 
. the jitneys might operate on the col­
lection box system of voluntary con­
tributions from passengers, but this 
had been anticipated by the Legisla­
ture and provision was made to pre­
vent any such scheme of operation

IKES PROVISION 
FOR DEVELOPMENT

Changes in Mining Legisla­
tion—Farm Improvements 
Up to $1500 Exempted.

! VICTORIA. April 23.—The Taxation 
| Act was in committee stage about 10 
o’clock last night, the most important 
clauses being those referring to taxa­
tion of canneries, farms and minds. 
There was considerable discussion on 
these subjects, although the work of 
the minister of finance received favor- , 
able cpmments from both sides of the I 
House. The bill was recommended 
and read a third time. Under the 
new act farm Improvements are ex­
empted from taxation im to an amount 
of $1500, while the 1917 act affecting 
mining taxation is altered to a great 
degree.

The 1117 act taxed mining com­
panies 2 per cent, on the output of 
their ore and In addition 10 per cent, 
on the Income. No allowance was made 
for development or depreciation of 
smelters or other mining niant.

The act brought down this year re­
lieves mining companies from the pay­
ment of the double tax and makes 
them pay 2 per cent on the output 
of the ore or 10 per cent, on the in­
come. whichever is the greater.

It also allows depreciation on plant 
up to 16 per cent, and what Is of more 
consequence to the mining Industry, 
makes a liberal allowance for develop? 
ment expenditure.

The last-mentioned sublect was the 
cause of considerable discussion be­
tween the government and the mining 
interests and it was only at the last 
moment that the government under­
took to make an allowance for devel­
opment. chiefly on the representation 
of J. Edward Sears of Vancouver.

The development clause now, permits 
of the deduction by mining companies 
from their taxable Income of the total 
development costs incurred by them i 
In producing the ore.

BILL ON SETTLERS’ 
RIGHTS WITHDRAWN

Measure Never Saw Light 
in Legislature — Dealt 

With Coal Dispute.
VICTORIA, April 24.—‘The dispute 

i between the Canadian Collieries and 
j the Granby Consolidated Company rel­
ative to under-surface rights of coal 

i lands at Cassidy's wharf, Vancouver 
I Island, almost reached the Legislature 
during the closing days of this ses­
sion. The government, ih fact, lias pre­
pared a bill dealing with the settlers’ 
rights situation and it is said the 

, measure had caucus approval, but op­
position was raised on the score that 
the whole question was in the courts ! 
and legislation would be inopportune. ; 
Accordingly, the bill was never intro- | 
duced.

In 1917 the Brewster Government i 
passed an act extending for a short! 
period the time in whicii applications 
covering the claims of original 1881 
settlers for under surface rights in 
the E. & N. belt might bo presented. 
The Canadian Collieries, which had 
taken over the E. N. coal properties’ 
objected to this legislation and recent­
ly applied to Ottawa for disallowance. 
Previously the whole tangled question 
of the rights of the early settlers un­
der the McBride Act of 1903 had gone 
to the Privy Council.

Mixed up with the application of the 
Canadian Collieries was also a dis­
pute between this company and the 
Granby over coal properties purchased 
by the latter near Nanaimo, and which 
it Is said were covered by applications 
made under the 1917 act and objected 
to by the coal concern.

The Liberal caucus decided this 
week, it is said, to bring in a bill 
designed to remove the matter from 
the jurisdiction of the courts by de­
claring in definite terms that the E.
& N. and Its successors had no claim 
upon an)- undersurfaco rights of lands 
held by any 1881 settlers. Presum­
ably, such a bill would automatically 
put* the Canadian Collieries out of 
court so to speak, in connection with 
any of the 1917 applications to which 
it had taken exception.

Several members of the House, 
learning of the proposed bill, an­
nounced that in their view the Ques­
tion was one for the courts to decide, 
hence they would be prepared to object 
to it. In view of the fact that such 
objections would have meant prolong­
ing the session for several days, the 
government decided to drop, the bill1 
before it reached the Legislature.

SOUGHT BOND A ID
Dewdney Dyking Commlaetonevs Un­
successful in Bequest for Qwaunntee.

VICTORIA, April 24.—The dyking 1 
commissioners of Dewdney visited 
Victoria during the last two 'days of 
the legislative session in an effort to 
obtain a government guarantee of 
$150.000 worth of dyking bonds. The 
commissioners proposed to float the 
bonds at 6 per cpnt.. It is understood, 
anfi sought a government guarantee 
up to per cent.

Premier Oliver was said to have 
been willing to provide the guarantee. , 
but the caucus majority felt that it 
would not be wise to bring m such a 
measure at the last moment, although 
somewhat similar legislation for the 
Nicomen dyking scheme was Parsed 
the previous week. The proposed bill 
was therefore not tntroduood. and the 
Dewdney commissioners lert for home 
without the desired bond guarantee.





Sadly Out. '^-Tt 
was fully warmed up to 

m25L . . tlme and Passed on 
Le-dêê , ement made by the

°*.tht Opposition In which Mr. 
the mt,. ‘med that he had brought 
Wa ;u“lUP ln the Houso by Placing 
mIÏ , ? the Order Paper In 
mo n!d 1 ??* year' wl,ere It had re- 

“J111 the acrenteenth day of 
in^Vh' th® day of Prorogation follow- 
Jle „e adjourned session. But, said

H. kï',th“ was not ,h« case. 
found..?’.1 ed up' the records and 
laWmlsMn lnatead 01 ‘he question 
mt n a f unanswered all last sum- 

r. It had been put on the Order Pa­
per by Mr. Bowser for the first time on 
the evening of August 14 last, to be 
answered on August 17. “The question 
was answered on the date specified." 
rapped out the Attorney-General with 
spme gusto and *am»d Ministerial ap­
plause. It stated that Mrs. McOiil was 
tuuT UDder the auth°rity of a sta- 

Serious Matter.
The Attorney-General said he desired 

to treat the matter somewhat fully 
since the report of the proceedings of 
Friday last had been published ln the 
newspapers of the province and some 
amount of editorial comment had re­
sulted. The impression that had got 
abroad was of a serious nature since 
it questioned the legality of one of the 
Courts of the province. -So virtually 
convincing had been tpe reports in the 
newspapers that Mr. Farris almost in­
ferred that some of his own followers 
had doubted whether or pot "one had 
been slipped over." While the Attor­
ney-General did not say as much tie 
scorned to be taking in both Minis­
terial, as well as Opposition benches, 
as he sought to drive home the sug­
gestion that any doubting Thomases 
should take a “tumble,'' while, if the 
legal department of the Government 
slept, it performed the operation with 
its eyes wide open and ears cocked.

Cinched!
Dealing officially with Mr. Bowser's 

assertion that Mr. Shaw's appoint­
ment had been secured from Ottawa 
by himself, Mr. Farris caused the rec­
ords to be searched, only to find that 
Mr. Bowser had made no such appli­
cation to Ottawa in behalf of the ftp-1 
pointaient In question. On the con- 
trary ' a Provincial Order-in-Councll 
had been passed by the late regime 
appointing him in precisely the same j 
manner as the procedure followed out j 
by the present Administration In rela­
tion to Mrs. McGill Not satisfied with j 
that, however, Mr. Farris caused Tho 
Canada Gazette to be searched—there 
again there was. no record. But to 
make absolutely certain of the situa­
tion a wire was sent to the Deputy 
Minister of Justice at Ottawa, whose 
reply—which the Attorney-General 
read aloud to the House—disposed of 
the claim of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion and showed that although Mr. 
Shaw had been Judge of the Juvenile 
Court since 1910. he had never been 
appointed from Ottawa.

' Mr. Bowser Apologizes.
Very briefly Mr. Bowser said that if 

he had unwittingly made statements 
not ln accordance with the truth he 
would apologize to tH. House rince I» 
had no attire to mislead knowingly. 
Hs still held, however, that such an 
appointment shiuld come from Ottawa 
fop the provision of jurisdiction in the 
matter of Infractions of Federal Acta.

n O McOeer, member for Richmond, 
„h«rved at this point that this was â^h“mk>ssal blunder to be laid at 
the door of the Leader of the Opposl-

'°n view of the apology of Mr. Bowser 
■Premier came to his rescue. He had mow^ne ££Lr of the Opposition 

or many years, and at last he detect- 
,d a ray of hope for his future, since 
“ had just-heard with his own ears 
he honorable gentleman opposite 
ipologlae for his misstatements.

There followed a good deal of camou- 
Bage on the subject of political ap­
pointments./ ssJShnfimm»'

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1918

HAIG CABLES PREMIER OLIVER
o-4-o o-4-o 0-4-0

HEARTFELT THANKS OF TROOPS
o-4-o o-4-o0-4-0 0-4-0

In reply to the cabled resolution passed by the Legislature on 
Tuesday last expressing the thanks, confidence and prayers of the 
people of British Columbia to Sir Douglas Haig and all ranks of the 
British army in France, Premier Oliver received the following mes­
sage from the British Commander-in-Chief this morning :

“To the Pre’nier, Victoria, British Columbia.
“All ranks of the British army in France send heartfelt thanks 

for your message of confidence, which has greatly encouraged us at 
this critical time. • ’ ... •

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 1918

JAPANESE TREATY 
RIGHTS IN CANADA 

COVER WIDE RANGE
■

X.

No Wonder Hawthornthwaite's 
Bill Got a Six Months' 

JHoist

In view of the general interest which 
followed the publication of the report 
of Thursday’s debate ln the Legisla­
ture on the subject of the Hawthorn- 
thwalte Bill, there are set out hereun­
der for the benefit of Times readers 
the various clauses under Article 1 of 
the Treaty existing between Great 
Britain and Japan. From the recital 
thereof it will not be dtfflcult to 'ap­
preciate the attitude taken by the 
Minister of Mines in his speech and 
amendment asking for a six months’ 
hoist for the Bill in question, while the 
Government’s action as a whole ob­
jecting to any discriminatory legisla­
tion against Great Britain's ally, would 
appear to flfid ail the necessary back­
ing from the terms in part of the his­
torical document Itself.

Ratified by Canada.
The Dominion statute goes by the 

name of "An Act respecting a certain 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
between His Majesty the King and His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan," with 
a short title citing the Act as “The 
Japanese Treaty Act, 1918.”. The 
treaty was entered Into and signed at 
London, England, on April 8, 1911, and 
declared to have the force of law in 
Canada. The Dominion Act ratifying 
the conditions of the treaty was passed 
In April, 1913, receiving tke Royal as­
sent on April 10 of that year.

Article 1 of the Treaty sets out fully 
that phase of the ' subject bearing on 
the discussion which took place in the 
Legislature on Thursday last when a 
six months’ hoist was given to the 
gawthorntbwalte Bill. The measure 
in question, it will be recalled, ostensl- 
__ r deals with the Regulation of em­
ployment in dangerous industries, but 
in effect It is aimed at the exclusion 
of the Oriental from British Columbia 
In that particular respect.

! Equal Privileges.
The provisions of the article referred 

to go on to relate that "The subjeçts of 
each of the High Contracting Parties 
shall have full liberty to enter, travel, 
and reside in the territories of the 
other and, conforming themselves to 
the laws of the country—1. Shall in 
all that relates to travel and residence, 
be placed In all respects on the same 
footing as native subjects. 2. They 
shall have the right, equally with na­
tive subjects, in all kinds of merchan­
dise of lawful commerce, either in per- 
#<ra or by agents singly or in partner-

/

Leasing of. Land.
3. They- shall. In all that relates to 

the pursuit of their industries, callings, 
professions, and educational studies be 
placed in all respects on the same 
footing as the subjects or citizens of 
the most favored nation. 4. They 
shall be permitted to own or hire and 
occupy houses, manufactories, ware­
houses, shops, and premises which 
may be necessary for them, and to 
lease land for residential, commercial, 
industrial and other lawful purposes, 
in the same manner as native subjects.

6. They sbajl, on condition bf reci­
procity, be at full liberty to acquire 
and possess every description of prop­
erty movable or Immovable, which the 
laws of the country permit or shalfc- 
permit the subjects or citizens of any 
other foreign country to acquire andj 
possess, hubject always to the -condi­
tions and limitations prescribed in 
such laws. They may dispose of the 
same by sale, exchange, gift, marriage, 
testament, or in any other mannlfr, 
under the same conditions which are 
or shall be established with regard to 
native subjects. They shall also be 
permitted, on compliance with the 
laws of the country, freely to export 

1 the proceeds of the sale of their prop­
erty and their goods In general without 
bdng subjected as foreigners to other 
or higher duties than those to which 
subjects of the country would he liable 
under similar circumstances.

Access to Courts.
8. They shall enjoy constant and 

complete protection and security tor 
their persons and property; shall have 
tree and easy access tg the Courts of 
Justice and other tribunals in pursuit 
and defence of their claims and rights ; 
and shall have full liberty, equall} 
with native subjects to choose and em­
ploy lawyers and advocates to repre 
sent them before such Courts and tri- ' 
bunals ; and generally shall have th< 
same rights and privileges as native 
subjects ln all that concerns the ad­
ministration of jystice.

7. They shall not be compelled to pay 
taxes, fees, charges or contributions 
of any kind whatever, other or higher 
than those which ard* or,rtaay be paid 
by native subjects or the subjects or 
citizens of the most favored nation.

' 8. And they shall enjoy a perfect
equality-of treatment with native sub­
jects in all that relates to facilities for 
warehousing under bond, bounties and 
drawbacks. 1

The other twenty-six articles set out 
more specifically what the treaty is In­
tended to provide for between the twq’ 
nations with the same liberal provis­
ions, however, as contained in Article 
No. 1.
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TROM 
MINISTER OF LANDS

British Columbia's War Gifts 
Should Ensure Bigger Share 

of Business

MORE SHIPS COULD BE

BUILT IN THE NORTH

Reference has already been made in 
these columns to the interest Premier 
Oliver is displaying in connection with 
the shlpbilding industry in British 
Columba. He is naturally not alone in 
his labors on behalf of the Province: 
his cabinet is behind him to a man, 
and in view of the Hon.T. D. Pattullo's 
more intimate association with the 
capabilities of Prince Rupert to handle 
craft of goodly proportions the Min­
ister of Lands has given expression of 
his view to a representative of The 
Times. He agrees quite naturally at 
the outset that the ship building in­
dustry is of the greatest importance to 
British Columbia, and nothing should 
be left undone which can be done to 
place the Industry upon a permanent 
and stable basis; he deprecates at this 
time especially merely spasmodic 
activity. Continuous work ahd con­
struction should be the definite aim of 
all action taken in the matter, he says.

Labor Goes to Industry 
Mr. Pattullo considers that In con­

nection with the Prince Rupert Dry 
Dock a duty devolves upon the people 
of Southern British Columbia to lend 
a hand to the northern port in seeing 
that the drydock there is given every 
opportunity and encouragement to 
operate, “The argument that has been 
largely used," says Mr. Pattullo, “is 
that scarcity of labor makes operation 
in the northern port impracticable 
This Is not a reason; it Is merely an 
excuse. If there is any logic in this 
argument, the large plant at Ocean 
Falls would never have been started 
ecause there w*s no skilled labor 

there. When an industry is started 
the labor must go to It. The moment 
orders are continuous, there need be 
no importation of skilled labor because 
the skilled labor will be there."

General‘Benefit Follows.
The Minister of Lands declares that 

Prince Rupert has been battling in a 
lone fight for business from its incep­
tion. and yet In spite of what appears 
to him. to have been a determined ef­
fort to keep it down, the town has 
made steady progress. He believes 
that there is not the slightest doubt in 
the world that it will continue to make 
steady progress because of*, its wealth 
of natural resources. “Whatever helps 
one portion of British Columbia,” de­
clared Mr. Pattullo with emphasis, 
"helps the rest of ths Province, and at 
this time when Prince Rupert has a 
magnificent drydock ready for oper­
ation. (he more thickly populated cities 
of the south should lend a hand to heln 
the northern port. Northern British 
Columbia." he recounts, “has contri­
buted militons of dollars annually in a 

way to the cities of southern 
British Columbia and has been a very 
considerable factor in their prosperity. 
With a very reel threat of business go- 
let across the border now la the time1 
for the extension of the helping hand." 
locking that reciprocal feeling be­
tween the northern and southern see- 

~ of the province the Minister is 
the people of the 

north may eventually look to the east 
•vlth the business hitherto done In the 
south.

The Economic Situation.
*1 wonder If the people of British 

'olumbi* generally realise Just what 
• happening to this province in 
v'cnomie way," asks the Minuter of

understood. Yet it seems to me that 
the people of this province should be 
alive to the situation so that they may 
govern themselves accordingly. Brit­
ish Columbia has done noble service in 
man-power in this war and will con­
tinue to do so," proceeded Mr. Pat­
tullo. "The last figure I saw showed 
that British Columbia has relatively 
done better than any other portion of 
the Dominion. Every loyal British Co­
lumbian thrills with pride at our 
record of service to the Empire. But 
does our duty end there? Have we no 
duty to take stock of what the future 
holds in store for us?

B.C.’s Big Bttrden.
"Is it right," he went on, “that while 

contributing relatively more largely in 
man-power than any other portion of 
the Dominion, that the enormous busi­
ness incident to the war should^ rela­
tively go much more largely to th; 
other provinces of the Dominion than 
to British Columbia?" Mr. Pattullo 
calls attention to the facts insofar as 
they apply to population depletion In 
British Columbia in contrast to other 
sections of the Dominion. He points 
to the fact that the population of this 
province is proportionately more 
decimated than any other province in 
Canada, while at the same time British 
Columbia,. does less business resultant 
from the war than any other province. 
In addition to that he emphasizes the 
fact that by reason of British Co­
lumbia's large proportionate enlist­
ment and her extremely favorable 
climatic conditions she will be called 
upon to contribute to a greater pro­
portion towards the rehabilitation of 
the brave boys who come back from 
the front

Even Distribution Wanted.
"All that we do, we do with & gener­

ous heart" continued the Minister, “but 
does not a duty devolve upon os to 
see that our brothers do not leas than 
we? We do not need one whit to relax 
our own efforts, but we owe a duty to 
our province to see to it that we do 
not fall, behind in the economic race. 
If we emerge from, this war relatively 
weaker than our sister provinces we 
shall have to pay tribute where we 
should be upon an equal footing. There 
is great safety tn economic independ­
ence and while we are ready to pledge 
the last man and the last dollar,’’ said 
Mr. Pattullo In conclusion, “we never­
theless owe a duty to ourselves and to 
our children to see to It that the re­
turns from this terrible conflict are 
evenly distributed/’
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TURN
THEIR TO 

EARLY BY-ELECTION
Victoria Vacancy Will Be Filled 

Soon After Completion 
of Session

Present indications point to the hold­
ing of the by-election, occasioned by 
the untimely death of the Hon. H. C. 
Brewster, almost Immediately follow- 
i®* Urn prorogation of the Legislature 
towards the end of the present month. 
While no definite announcement is ex­
pected from the Government on the 
subject for the’ time being, it may be 
taken for granted that no undue delay 
will be permitted stoeeall members of 
the Cabinet have a great many mat­
ters to attend to Just as soon as the 
session doses, and by-election atmos-

Wlth no public declarations for legis­
lative honors from elthe&’jÉdberal 
Conservative, well-defined rumor sug­
gests the probability of a contest de­
spite a very general wish that an ac- 
clamatory return would be possible in 
view of the extremely sad circum­
stances which encompassed the demise 
f the late Premier. It Is no secret 

.hat Df. Lewis Hall, who has faithfully | 
filled the office of President of the Lib- 

| eral Association for some time past, | 
has signified hie intention of allowing |

; his name to go before the forthcoming 
| convention as a prospective candidate. !

A Second Run.
That .there will be a second Dr. Hall ! 

la the running Is almost a foregone 
conclusion since Dr. Ernest Hall, In­
spired by his close run against the 
IT n. John Hart last summer Is almost 

verted to the necessity of flying the 
ndependent flag, by his supporters- 

•ny of whom, by the way, are mim­
ed In the newly-admitted electorate, 

umor hath It, however, that in spite 
,f the fact that Dr. Hall would claim 
support as more or less of a free lance, 
Â? elected, he would take his seat In the 
Legislature seventy-five per cent Llb- 

-al In sympathy and twenty-five per 
ent Independent. Just what sort of 

: i campaign would be waged by a 
straight Liberal and Dr. Ernest Hall 
against a flat-footed Conservative is 
difficult at the moment to gauge. The 
name of F. J. Stacpode K.C., has also 
been mooted as a straight Liberal with 
the Unionist vote solid in his support.

A Woman? gf v 
While the mere male spars for a| 

position the women folk are also look- 
ingout for a champion, since to be out-j 
done by Vancouver so far as represent-] 
ation on the floor of the House is con-^ 
cerned Is not to be tolerated Indefln- : 
iteiy. The name of Mrs. Spofford ap­
pears to be the favorite so tor. Her 
work for the common weal and her 
oft-displayed ability on many public 
matters Is common knowledge.

Chances for Reclamation.
So tor as can be gathered no official 

action has been taken by the Conser­
vatives In the matter of seUcfcng a 
candidate and there appear» to be a 
tendency on the part of both political 
parties to wait until the fair sex has 
made Its choice. In the event of there 
being a lady aspirant for the vacant 
seat the suggestion has been made 
that her election by acclamation would 
be possible. On the other hand there 
exists a doubt about this latter course 
A straight woman Liberal or straight 
woman Conservative would, it is con­
sidered, result in a contest; but for a 
woman without a “political past" tak- 

latform of straight woman 
% irrespective of political leaning, 

there apedre to be a smooth path to 
the Legislature. ,

I
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OF GOVERNMENT ONLY
TRUCK GARDEN PLAN

Mayor’s Action in Changing 
Figures in City's Private 

i Bill Criticized 3
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WANTS MORE WATER
Mr. Pattullo’s Measure Not at 

All to Liking of 
Mr. Ross

Government Ownership Only 
Cure for Irrigation Sys­

tems, He Says

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 1.

The adjourned debate on the second 
reading of the Wataer Act was con­
tinued this afternoon by J. W. Jones, 
Conservative member for South 
Okanagan, who spoke dor more than 
an hour, with irrigation\ln all its 
phases as his text. He told of the six­
teen millions of dollars Invested in 
orchard lands in the Okanagan Valley ! 
and how any legislation passed by the 
Government would naturally affect the 
whole of that huge Investment The 
Virtues of the Okanagan apple were 
extolled—at which not a member in 
the House would cavil bincv each desk 
has already been decorated on several 
occasions with rosy-cheeked speci­
mens from Dry Belt orchards.

Government Ownership..
The whole tenor of Mr. Jones's re­

marks centred around his belief that 
no other plan outside of Government 
ownership of irrigation conceros would 
adequately meet the situation and 
protect the localities dependent upon 
unlimited water supply for the pro­
duction of their crops. In fact, he 
averred that when the late Premier 
and the ex-Attorney-General had 
toured the interior subsequent to the 
return of the Liberal party to power. 
It had transpired their promise had 
been Government ownership how- 
evér, and much to the dismay of 
ithe member for South Okanagan, that 
the Minister of Lands was not pre­
pared to go that far in the bill before 
the House.

Failed to Consult Users.
Mr. Jones appealed to members of 

the Hobee to take a trip to the 
Okanagan so that each one could see 
for himself how very serious was the 
condition and how very necessary 
ample corrective measures were if the 
Okanagan Valley was to keep its 
proud record and contribute to the 
general revenue of the province by its 
Increased output of orchard produce. 
The question, he said, was not a 
political question and the only way 
out of the difficulty lay in the path of 
Government ownership. In other 
words. Mr. Jones asked right out that 
the old Water Act be scrapped and a 
new and more liberal one drafted. He 
upbraided the Minister of Lands for 
not having gone to the water users of 
the Dry Belt in order to afford them 
an opportunity to discuss the proposed 
measure prior to its Introduction to 
the Legislature, although he did not 
ttempt to dilate upon the conse- 
uences that would attend legislation 

re the general principle of his sug- 
itton to be followed as a rule. 

Tourist Associations.
One of the means by which some re­

lief could be secured would be for the 
Government to build mere dams and 
amalgamate some of the paralleling i 
water-carrying systems. Apparently 
mindful of the outlay necessary even 
for this procedure, Mr. Jones depre­
cated the granting of financial assist­
ance to tourist associations by the 
Government while projects In the 
Okanagan Valley, directed to increase 
production and aid the agricultural 
development of the province, were 
starving for the want of capital out-

metober for the 
of Kamloops,

The
eir

MB __ ____ _ were given
reading and committed: 

it Ion Act, The Legal 
Act, The Supreme

_____ Bills of Sale Act- -
to the original statute 

' to amend 
Insurance

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 2.

Taking up the adjourned debate on 
the second reading of the amendment 
to the Land Act, as introduced by the 
Minister of Lands and already re­
ferred to at length in these columns, 
W. R. Ross, member for Fort George, 
failed ta fihd very much to recom­
mend it The people of the province 
had been told in pre-election days that 
all they had to do was to return- the 
Liberals to poyrer and there would be 
land legislation that would cure all the 
ills and ailments of the body politic 
of the Conservative Administration. 
Mr. Ross however had come to the 
conclusion that the bill as introduced 
to the House by his successor In office 
was more directly aimed against the 
progress of the country than in its 
interests.

The Election Dole.
So much was this condition in fhe 

bill evident to the member for Fort 
George that he read into its provisions 
a direct endeavor on- the part of Mr. 
Pattullo to cater to his own friends 
near the coastline at the - expense of 
the people in the other sections of the 
province. To the charge of the Minis­
ter that it had been the custom of the 
late Government to dole out appropria­
tions for road work to the isolated 
settler at a convenient date before an 
election, Mr. Ross proceeded to show 
that all the elections since 1903 had 
been held in the winter months with 
chance of appropriations too far re­
moved from the time when they could 
have any effect on the vote.

No Grazing Policy.
Although the Minister of Lands had 

said that thousands ■ of pre-emptors 
had left their holdings the member for 
Fort George had failed to- hear the 
Minister give the reasons. Mr. Ross 
averred that many of those selfsame 
homesteaders had answered their 
country’s call and were at this time 
fighting on the battlefields of France. 
To the mind of Mr. Ross, and follow­
ing a general castigation of the Gov­
ernment’s land policy in general, the 
present methods resembled a truck 
garden policy rather than an aggres­
sive farming plan. The Government 
was also sadly at fault by its failure 
to adopt a gra-s1 ig policy. No such 
move had been made and yet through­
out the length and breadth of the pro­
vince there were millions of acres 
particularly adaptable for sheep graz­
ing. He would advocate the leasing of 
such acres free, if only to encourage 
the sheep industry and In consequence 
increase the production of more mût- 
ton. That, to his way of thinking, 
would be a good policy for the Minis­
ter of Lands to bring down.

Board a Failure.
The Land Settlement Board was in­

cluded in Mr. Boss’s indictment It 
been r future. He recommended 

that it taken away from the De­
partment of Agriculture and placed 
under the wing of the Minister qf 

where, he said, it rightly be- 
“Clean out the whole works 

a new crowd” was the 
r„. ! "forceful" advice of the 

_ for Fort George as he pro­
to ttàme the member for Chllli- 

for a post of honor in this con­
nection. Having dismissed tlie pro­
posed measure of the Minister of ' 

! Lands in general’terms as no good, the 
member for Fort George fJ'nXr *,l“ 
and Alec Manson, 

t Ominecà, adjourned ^t!

There was af lively tilt in the 
Council last night between Alderman 
Fullerton and the Mayor, the former 
declaring that the alteration x>f cert: "u 
Usures in the City's private bill by the 
latter was an insult to the Council, 
pointed was the language of Aiderm 
Fullerton that the Mayor threatened 
use the power conferred upon him 
the Act to keep order.

The trouble was over the propbsal to 
have the total assessment of the City 
set between $45,000,000 and 344,600,000, 
but the bill as reprinted showed the 

I variation between $41,000,000 and $40,- 
000,000:

Changes Opinion.
Mayor ..Todd now wrote that he had 

instituted the change after having 
given the matter full consideration 
since Tuesday week. He had decided 
It would be Impossible to give the 
Court of Revision proper opportunity 
to readjust semi-business property on 
the small margin between $48,600,000 
(the 1918 assessment), and $44,000,000. 
Therefore he had Informed the Solicitor 
to have the change made. He bad to 
add that unless the Counmil could see 
fit to agree with him, he would have 

j to go before the Private Bills Commit­
tee and urge the alteration, or that the 
land assessment clauses be struck out 
of the bill entirely. ? ;

'Supplementing the letter. verbally, 
the Mayor stated that it was wrong to 

| mislead the investing public by fictiti­
ous values and in other words the City 
was Obtaining money by false pre­
tences. He was confident that unless1 
some change was made the readjust­
ment of business property was Impossi­
ble.

Aldermen Surprised. . ..
Alderman Andros, expressed his as­

tonishment that after the Mayor had 
appealed to them to stand united be­
hind the bill and sink their differences 
in the various compromises that the 
Mayor should be the first to break from 
the undertaking. The assessment fig­
ures recommended and approved by the 
Council had the sanction and confi­
dence of the fiscal agents and therefore 
deserved retention. Personally, he 
rather favored a higher assessment, 

| but having settled on that figure, they 
should stay by It

Then Aldehnan Fullerton attacked 
the Mayor. ‘ You have no right to put 
this in the hill,” he said. -People who 
live In glass houses should not throw 
stones; you report officials to us for 
small nxatters Taihâ then this occurs, i 
You are treating this Council like dirt, 
in a contemptible njanner, and l d& not 
intend to stand for it.” j»

Alderman Fullerton indicated that it 
was not the first time the Mayor$»ac! 
treated them in thtif 
would perhaps be a good 1 
one would go before the I 
Committee and tell, the i 
about this bill, why it had 
present form and in whose i 
was planned. He concluded by i 
gret at the way In which it has 
manipulated. 'T am sick of the wh 
thing/ he declared.

Alderman Porter said he agreed tvith 
the last speaker.

Alderman Fullerton: “You cannot: 
express it too strongly.”4

Alderman Porter thought the Mayor 
had acted wrongly in asking the Coun- i 
ell to change the assessment, and ;

nted out that the Council had held 
_ :k from a real attempt to revise the 
assessment by the injury which would 
happen to Use borrowing powers if the 
assessment was cut down to actual 
realty values. The Mayor's promised 
action to go and oppose thft clausesthe

Act



78 wed!

i every detail of the 
* *1 break from the' 

numerous

Two Much «reworks.
Alderman Peden said they could net 

hope to 
|bll!. If he 
[iwdereUuÉL-..I parta of the bill which he would onlyl 
too gladly tackle In the House. He 
thought, however, they should stay by 
the compromise.

Alderman Walker was against tink­
ering with the Mil.

The Mayor Intervened to state there 
had been too much fireworks and he 
hoped they would discuss the principle 
Involved.

Alderman Andros moved that the 
uauee should stand as originally ap­
proved by the Council. ,

The Mayor said the alteration had | 
been hastily made In order that it 
could appear In the printed bill, and 
he had so Instructed the Solicitor.

A Breeze.
Alderman Fullerton: 'What author- [ 

ity had you to override this Council? 
Four days ago I knew those changes 
were to be made. You can't keep things 
quiet in the City Hall.”

Alderman Andros suggested dropping 
the personalities.“Let the Mayor act like a man,” con-i 
tinned Alderman Fullerton.

“You're out of order, Alderman Ful-I 
letton,” declared the Mayor. “I’ve re­
ferred to my powers in the Municipal, 
Act before during this meeting and I 
won't hesitate to apply them to you," 
be added.

After calm was secured Alderman 
Cameron pointed to the difficulty of at­
tempted arbitrary limitations of as- i 
sessraent.

Voted Down.
The Aldermen then unanimously 

voted against the Mayor's alteration 
and adopted Alderman Andros's sug­
gestion to leave the figures unchanged 
at 144,000,000 and 146.000,006 respec­tively. I

“There were some remarks to the 
effect that the Private Bills Commit­
tee should know certain facts as to 
why these changes were made," said 
the Mayor ht conclusion. “I think It is 
the duty of whoever stated that to] 
see that the Private BlUs Committee 
gets those facts."

Then the Mayor appointed Aldermen 
Andros and Harvey to express the 
views of the majority to the Private 
Bills Committee. Alderman Sargent 
win also be present as chairman of the 

[Legislative Committee.

CIÏÏ BILL HAYING 
TROUBLESOME TIME!

Much Argument but Little) 
Progress is Made This 

Morning

The City's Relief Bill Is still In the 
cradle stage and was subjected to a 
little more rocking this morning before 
the Private Bills Committee. The 
proceedings opened with a statement j 
from His Worship the Mayor, who de- 1 
dared that despite all his persuasive 
eloquence with the Council he had ; 
been totally unsuccessful in getting 
his colleagues of the Aldermanlc 
bench to see eye to eye with him and j 
Agree upon a forty or forty-one million 
dollar assessment

"I am, personally, absolutely deter­
mined tfcat forty or forty-one millions 
are the proper figures and unless we 
can come together 1 am afraid it will 
lead to complications," observed the 
Mayor during the course of his general 
remarks dealing with the situation as 
he saw It

Alderman Andres spoke at consider­
able length but the kernel of his argu­
ment brought out hts belief that the 
assessment should be allowed to re-, 
main at 145,060.060 as provided for In 
the original MIL The demand of the 
fiscal agents that a fifty million dollar 

‘ 10, ensure
the sals of the city* bonds Was relied | 
upon by the «xppfcenta of the higher

! J. J. Shallcross panted to the fact] 
that the subject w due for solution 
in three particular nnections. À 
new assessment was x only cure fort 
the three. First of all xere was the* 

inequality of assessment: econdly. ac­
cumulations of back taxes vhlcli were, 
so ancient that a large part Y’jere total*! 
ly unrealizable; thirdly, the expropri-J 

J ations In some part» of the city. In lJ 
general there was the Inequality which1 
had led to the present deadlock.

Chairman Jackson observed before! 
the committee rose, with no further 
progress with the BUI made: “Dismiss 
the question of morality or unmorality 
of .allowing an arbitrary value to go 
abroad, I think then that we can ex­
ercise a parental control and dictate 
to you a new assessment''

I The Committee rose at 1.20.

LEGISLATURE 0. K.'S 
EL'S RESOLUTION!

Attorney-General Defends Its | 
Terms and Believes 

. It Timely

THREE LIBERALS VOTE
AGAINST GOVERNMENT!

•

Farris Says Stage is Set for 
M, and M's. Final i 

Get-Away

I | Legislative Press Gallery,
April 1

Several days ago the Attorney-Gen- | 
eral adjourned the debate on the 
question of the Hall resolution and 
the Anderson amendment relative to | 
the affairs of the Canadian Northern 
Paclflo Railway and more specifically 
the defaulted covenants Insofar as ] 
they affect uncompleted branch lines 
in this province. At the time of the j 
adjournment, In addition to the Junior 
member for Victoria’s resolution in 
Its original form, the House had before 
It an amendment from F. W. Ander­
son, the member for Kamloops, mors 
or lees putting the brakes oil the* more 
quickly moving wheels of the Hall 
resolution and generally urging mod­
eration.

Urged Resolution’s Passage.
M. B. Jackson, member for the Isl­

ands, on that occasion held no brief 
for the Mackensie and Mann concern 
and failed to see how the passage of 
the resolution would have/any disas­
trous effect on the action of the Arbi­
tration Board now In session or in 
any way materially embarrass the 
Union Government. Mr. Farris ad­
mitted that on the adjournment of the 
debate by him be had not given the 
matter any particular consideration 
insofar , as the terms of the resolution 
might affect the general position. 
Mere mature thought during the In­
terim had, however, brought him to 
the conclusion that the House should 
support the terms in the original form 
and pass the resolution proposed by 
the member for Victoria.

Railroad Exploiters.
At the outset of his remarks this 

the Attorney-General was 
to agree that tiy claim of 

and Mann in the matter of 
of railroad builders 

by no means a misnomer. But he
'■rrr,o-n-,°o,,er'in

builders

he explained 
this by paying tribut^, to their genius 
In that they possessed the happy 
knack of being able to build railroads 
without their own money. The genius 
and financial capacity of Mackensie 
and Mann to construct railroads at 
the expense of the people and their 
ability to skim off the cream of the j 
profits was a game vfbich hâd been 
brought to the highest state of per­
fection by Sir William and Sir Donald. 
With a dip into the past and a clear I 
exposition of the historical side of the | 
enterprise in British Columbia, Mr. | 
Farris alluded to the stage now set 
by the sitting of the Arbitration Board 
from which Mackenzie and Mann were 
doubtless hoping to make their final 
get-away.

The Only Excuse.
The Attorney-General did not weary | 

the House with the full list of the 
railway company's shortcomings In the 
matter of Its defaulted obligations; it 
was notorious that the province, how- I 
ever, was suffering acutely from fall- | 
ure on the part 4>f the company to | 
carry out Its contracta He proceeded 
to dissect the liability of Provincial 
and Dominion Governments in respect 
of transcontinental road construction. 
The only excuse that could be tendered 
on behalf of the late Administration In | 

! its defence for pledging the credit of | 
the province In respect of the British 
Columbia section, of the think road, 
was on the distinct understanding 
that the branch Unes would be com- | 
pleted In order that development of 
those sections of the province Intend­
ed to be tapped by the various lines 
could yield a revenue commensurate | 
with the outlay guaranteed. Alas! | 
Victoria' and those same sections of | 
the interior were obliged to cotitem- j 
plate the trunk line complete and in 
operation backed by provincial credit | 
from which full advantage was for the | 
time being Impossible. -

Directed To Government.
The position to-day, continued the 

Attorney-General, was a Mackenzie 
and Mann stage setting, with the ''divi­
sion of the lemon" Ukely to go thus: | 
Ollgatlons to the Government ind the | 
money to Mackenzie and Mann. From | 
this point on Mr. Farris proceeded to 
analyze the resolution clause by clause
and for the life of him he failed to de- j 
tect any section of It which could In 
any way Influence the action of the 
Board or embarrass the Government | 
Furthermore he wished to be under- | 
stood—the resolution was not direct- | 
ed to the Commission but to the Do- | 

i minion Government In an endeavor to j 
prevent the handing out of the 
people's money. In return for the ac­
quirement of the capital stock of the 
company, without reserve until the ob- j 
ligations contracted In British Co­
lumbia had been satisfactorily pro­
vided for. He merely ridiculed the sug- j 
gestion of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion hinting at the shock the commis­
sioners would receive as they took 
their morning papers and read the 
Hall resolution in cold print The re­
solution was a good one In the opinion 
of the Attorney-General in that it 
would show to the Dominion Govern- | 
ment that the Legislature and people 
of British Columbia—and particularly 
the people of Victoria and the Interior,

I section» most concerned - were un­
equivocally behind Its terms. It was 
a,good thing to get the matter before 

1 and by all means be- 
B---- cashed infore

They Wouldn't Wash.
Hr. Farris was unable to reconcile 

the argument, of wartime exigency 
advance* hr Hr. Bowser, bacauae If 
ten million dollars were «aid out as 
the valuation on those shares and the 
uncompleted obligations were allowed 
to go by the board aa tar aa the com­
pany Was concerned, the people of 
Canada would bo that much poorer 
and the Government would still be 
faced sooner mr liter with the neeee- 
•Ity to ask the people for mom money 
to do what the company should have 

ts urged the 
Hall résolut!.-n 

it a chance to
------- —, which

out to 
until su« li

t term a, i 
paid ot

■A ;



ew'f; f"Ti« WM anxlou., how- 
ever. In the first place to put a-heavy 

the share valuatton

Reiterates Arguments.
»timWrJ>rle5ly "*a lD re»ly to thole 
hTS^0*™* the Passage of 

, resolution, Mr. Bowser said 
that his Side of the House had made its 
jwrttlon clear in the matter of objec- 

He and his colleagues were fully 
alive to the situation and appreciated 

de!‘rable '* would be to hale 
ir* WMtoy branch lines complete and 
towa^rlîan,llld ,uch representations 
tSr olfc a end Bhould ^ made to 
the Government at the proper time.
At the moment, however, there1 was a 
3*- — flnancM of the nation 
ti™ arh.;v* flnt cal1 tor the prosecu- 
“ 01 “t* country’s war work, with
™y construction playing second 

He ,eIt that the original re­
solution would he Interpreted as com­
ing from an enemy of the Union Gov­
ernment and that It would place the 
province in an Invidious position. For 
those reasons he and his party would 
take pleasure In supporting the 
Mn'ndment propoMd *>y Mr. Ander- 

Votes For Both.
J. H. Hawthorn thwaite, member for 

Newcastle, could see so tittle. differ­
ence between the resolution proposed 
by Mr. Hall and tha amendment by Mr. 
Anderson that he felt he could vote 
for both without disturbing either his 
own or the counü-y'g equilibriums 

Taking the opportunity of the last 
word, H. C. Hall junior 'member for 
Victoria and sponsor of the resolution, 
believed that its passing would have a 
good deal of weight with the Dominion 
Government and go a long way to­
wards protecting the interests of the 
province. It should, he said, prevent 
the paying out of the share valuation 
té Mackenzie and Mann, a course 
which would Impose an additional 
burden on the people of Canada when 
it came to make good their defaulted 
covenants,# which would of necessity 
ha$?e to follow sooner or .later.

The Division. _
in the division, Messrs. Bowser, 

Wallié, McDonald, Jones, Schofield, 
Ross, Rose and Mackenzie, Conserva­
tives; Hawthorn thwaite. Labor; An­
derson, Thompson and Weart, Liberals, 
vcted for the amendment and against 
the resolution. LieuL Mackenzie, the 
soldier member who took his seat this 
afternoon, did not vote, while Mr. 
Hawthorn thwaite—as he said he 
would—voted for amendment and re­
solution. The resolution passed with 
a substantial majority and will find 
its way to Ottawa in due form.
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HEARS TAX DISCUSSED
Government Asked to Appoint 

Special Committee; Surtax 
Proposed

,Legislative Pres» Gallery, ^

Representative» of the larger min­
ing companies met the «elect mining 
commltttee of the House this morning 
following np the conference of last 
evening, with the result that a resolu­
tion was passed asking the Govern­
ment to appoint a special committee of 
the Houee to co-operate with a com­
mittee of mining men in an endeavor 
to bring In a solution of the mining 
taxation difficulty, along the lines of 
a tax upon net pronto as outlined by 
j tv. Weart It la the Intention to 
have the propoiltlon aa presented 
printed and circulated throughout the 
milling districts of the Province In or­
der that It may be fully considered by 
next session. : -S— f

T
J,

U
ln the meantime, for this year. It 
IS agreed that a substitution would' 
be put Into effect Whereby the two per 
cent, royalty tax on ora would be re­

tained and to It would be added a spe- 
Clal tax not exceeding two per cent, 
additional on all properties where the 
output exceeded fifty thousand dollars 
per year according to smelter returns* 
The resolution wan presented to Hon. 
John Hart to-day and la reoilvlng his 
.consideration.

It will be noted that the committee 
recommendation does away with the 
ten per cent Income tax to which the 
rainere -had taken great exception.

The committee Mked this morning 
that If the Government decided not to 
accept its suggestions for the retention 
of the two per cent tax with a two per 
cent, supertax, that consideration be 
given to the proposals advanced by j.
E. Sears last evening for further ex­
emptions from the ten per cent Income 
tax so M to make It virtually a net 
Profit tax and to set It m alternative to ! 
the two per cent, royalty, levying j 
whichever was the greater.

HOE OBJECTS TO 
5YSTEMQF PENSION

Officers and Men Should Get 
Same Recompense for . 

Disabilities

GAME ACT EXPLAINED 

BY ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 3.

That the pensions system of Canada 
intended to be operative in respect of 
the members of the Dominion's emer­
gency army should be remodelled on 
the principle of equality of recom­
pense for equality of injury irrespec­
tive of rank—was the substance of a 
resolution moved by J. S. Cowper, and 
seconded by Mrs. Ralph Smith, fifth 
and sixth members for Vancouver re- j 
apectively, this afternoon.

Mr Cowper's remarks in support of] 
his resolution were warmly received 
and demonstrated a likemindedness on 
the part of the Legislature to drive a 
nail in the coffin of class procedure as 
applied to the system of military pen­
sions for disabled warriors. To at­
tempt to apply one scale for the dis­
ability of the officer and another grade 
for that of the humble private, inso­
far as Canada's erstwhile- fighting men 
were concerned, would, he said, be set-1 
ting out on a straight road to under­
mine those democratic ideals upon 
which she depended for the mainten­
ance of her democratic institutions in 
the future. *

Away With Class Distinction.
To adopt the scheme of the Mother 

Country was impossible for Canada. 
The old army of Great Britain was pop­
ularly regarded ks composed of the 
two social extremes. The officer was 
invariably of the ' moneyed, leisured, 
and landed class, while the Tommy 
was usually recruited from the un- 
moneyed and unlanded strata of so­
ciety. But it had been the boast of the 
Dominion that her men had gone at 
the call from every walk of life, while 
some had chosen to take their share in 
the great adventure as rankers and 
others had chosen to take but commis­
sions. But every man came from a 
country where all were workers, and 
the only qlase distinction in Canada 
was that which divided the brain 
worker from the brawn worker. With 
each Canadian soldier a "scratch man" 
at the start, anything which would 
give an ultimate advantage in the way 
of pension to an erstwhile superior in 
rank, when each had suffered in the 
same cause and to a like extent, would 
not only constitute an injustice, but 
would also be contrary to the demo­
cratic ideals of the country and tanta­
mount to Im acquiescence in a prin-

3oH£jbyjgne age^

The Resolution.
The following is the resolution 
hlch the House passed unanimously :

"That whereas Canada is a na- 
i tlon of democratic Ideals, in which 
class distinctions founded oh social 
differences are repugnant and In­
imical to the national welfare:

"And whereas, in response to the 
call for men to defend the Empire, 
thousands of Canadian men enter­
ed the ranks of the Canadian Army 
without regard to rank or soda1 
position, and in that service have 
endured wounds and disabilities:

“And whereas, the Dominion 
Government has adopted a scheme 
of pensions for disabled soldiers 
whereby the men who volunteer­
ed for service In the ranks are to 
receive less compensation for sim­
ilar disabilities than those men 
who sought service as commission­
ed officers:

"Arid whereas, such a system is 
opposed to natural justice and to 
the democratic Ideals of the peo­
ple of Canada: •=.,

“Now, be It therefore Resolved,
That this Legislature places itself 
on record as being opposed to a 
class system of pensions for soi- 

; diers and in favor of the equilza- 
tion of war pensions for disabled 
soldiers. : t’SjflSjSS

“And be it further Resolved,
That an hutiible address be pre­
sented. to His Honor the Lieuten­
ant-Governor, praying that a copy * 
of the Preamble and Resolution 
hereinbefore set out be transmit­
ted to the Honourable Secretary of 
State (or other proper officer) at 
Ottawa."

Game Act Amendment.
In speaking to the second reading o| 

the Bill to amend the Game Act the 
Attorney-General offered a brief ex? 
planation of the measure which legis­
lates gome forty Game Wardens and 
the head of that Department out of 
the Provincial service, transferring 

j their duties at one fell swoop on to the 
! shoulders of the Provincial Policemen. 
While economies by the abolition of a 
much duplicated officialdom had been 
found to be necessary Mr. Farris was 
not attempting to Justify the change 
under review on the strength of econ­
omy alone, for if he had the shadow 
of a doubt that the change would rej 

| suit in less effective game protectioi 
he would count hie amendment to th< 
statute as false economy in the ex; 
treme. With a due appreciation 
the value to British Columbia of hi 
game, however, he felt confluent 
telling the House that under the pi 
posed new plan that protection wouli 
not be impaired In any one particular, 

Ample Safeguards.
While the general scheme embodied 

in the Bill has bean dealt with in the 
news columns of The Times on several 
occasions, it should be mentioned that 
the legislation now before the House 
provides for the appointment of a 
Game Conservation Board, which will 
act in an honorary and advisory capa­
city and deal generally with ma" - 
pertaining to the game of the Province 
î^a safeguard at the outset. The 
also to bp a Chief Game 
not independent of the 
Provincial Police as waa 
der the old Açt-r-bii 
him. And, exftsjfaed the __
General, the mao who would 
office would be a game expert 
duties would-be to see tV 
Laws were enforced to 
that the change of policy 
sense was a way to ecoi 
public without endangering ef-

—IÉI Provincial Fo- 
concerned a complete re­

organisation wee foreshadowed with 
possibly an increase of pay, to Its mem­
bers—little enough et present, he said,! 
In view of the increased coat of livlm 

> for the additional aei 
Ties required of them.

The htàêe of the Opposition ad-
Mftt* ■■■■

In the



FINANCIAL POSITION | 
OF PROVINCE IS NOW 

BEFORE LEGISLATURE
Mr. Half s First Budget Speech Appreciates Responsi­

bility Cast Upon Government by Heydey of Indiscre­
tion; Straight Business Talk, No Fulsome Verbiage

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1918 Mr. Hart's Speech. "

Following * sincere tribute tp his 
late chief and friend, congratulation to 
Mr. Speaker on his election to that 
exalted office and a graceful compli­
ment to the lady member for Van­
couver, Mr. Hart delved dlrèctly Into 
the theme before him. He was fully 
appreciative of the fact that the task 
before the Government was a serious 
one, calling for the exercise of fore­
sight and sound constructive policy. 
While the financial situation had of 
necessity to be regarded as serious, a 
solution of the problem was by no 
means impossible.

The Minister had perforce to admit 
| that there was no hope of Immediate 
relief from increased taxation. He 
very naturally alluded to the financial 
situation of the province as recently 
as the year 1811, when the Conserva­
tive Government had accumulated an 
aggregate surplus of over eight million 
dollars, largely derived from the dis­
posal of capital resources. Succeeding 
years had seen that fund dwindle like 
snow before a^Chinook wind, resulting 
in deficit after deficit Loans to the 
amount of twelve million dollars, con­
tinued the Minister, were secured, the 
fixed charges on account of which now 
constituted the uncontrollable sum 
which the present Administration had 
to find.

A Wasted Surplus.
Mr. Hart recapitulated the financial 

obligations of the province in respect 
of the Canadian Northern Pacific and 
Pacific Great Eastern Railways and in 
particular the interest liability to the 
tune of a million dollars a year pay­
able by the province every year as in­
terest on the bonds of the latter. “A 
wasted surplus and a public debt in­
creased to twenty-three millions of 
dollars; over twenty millions spent in 
a few short years and nothing to show 
for it except increased taxation," ex­
claimed the Minister. “The result has 
been to increase enormously the pro-, 
portion of the revenue which has to be 
paid out for purposes over which the 
Government has no control, a propor­
tion closely approximating fifty 
cent for the fiscal year we have J« 
entered upon. In 1813-14 interest a. 
sinking fund charges on account 
the public debt required the approp* 
tion of $518,798.60 out of a net rev* 
of $10,479,000, a little less than 
per cent For 1918-19 we have ^sk
the House to vote four timv 7.ore
than was needed five years ear or no 
less than $2,111,868, which m 
Inroads on the amount which 
mate as the revenue for t'ie ■#»
months. In little more than * zs
our predecessors Increase. lebt
from $12,261,646 to $21,162 1.

Expenses Increased—Revenu
“With this reckless er •* 

borrowing there went a st ; - i
revenue. Between L91ô j ^
cut in two exactly, bt jn
the latter year as com * 2,-

'510,000 five years prev * v ay
no more than this, 1: 
show where the respon... 
the imposition of increase « taxation, I 
and to expose the shallowness of thé ' 
criticism of our action which comes 
from those upon whom that responsi­
bility should rest."

Taxation Amendments. m
Passing on to a reference to the Bud­

get speech of the late Premier last 
year, Mr. Hart touched upon the pro­
mise made by Mr. Brewster at that 
time regarding taxation investigation. 
This led the Minister to the events I 
which followed: the appointment of 
the Taxation Btwyd and its work. He I 
was also mindful of the services in 
that connection rendered by 
J. B. McKllligan, to whose 
worth he paid eloquent tribi 
result of investigation by 
aided by the views ek| 
gâtions representative! 
every branch of industry^ 
vince, amendments to th,
Act would be submitted tc
lature calculated to correct______
which hurried legislation last session 
failed to detect This was ‘ 
obvious in the case of 
mines ànd indu 
Hart in 
was the

(
to foster 
capital < 
develop 
natural 1

MINISTER OF FINANCE 
MAKES BUDGET SPEECH 

TO-DAY; HON. J. HART

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 4.

Following the plaetitg of the Estimates before the Legislature this 
afternoon, the Hon. J on Hart, Minister of Finance, delivered his 
first Budget speech. % reviewed the finances of the Province as dis­
closed in the Public -.'count* for 1916-17, the accounts for the yea» 
which terminated ol Suitday last, and the estimates of revenue and 
expenditure for the fiscal year of 1918-19. For the former period, 
whose estimates were, of course, prepared by the late Government, 
the Minister showed that there was a deficit of $2,172,634, thus in­
creasing the aggregate of deficits of the McBride-Bouqwr Govern­
ments to over $18,000,000.
S'1 Mr. Hart reminded the House that 
the late regime had run thfough a 
surplus of eight and a half millions of 
dollars accumulated up to 1811. and had 
since Increased the public debt by some 
twelve million dollars.

The Minister placed the estimated 
revenue of the province for the ensu­
ing twelve months at $9,900,056-13 and 
the estimated expenditure at $11,611,- 
dN.08. of which $9.658.254.08 Is on ac­
count and $1,963,440 on capital account.
He alluded to the fact that the financ­
ing of the late Government had com­
pelled the present administration to 
set aside no less a sum than $2.111,868 
—about one-quarter of the revenue—to 
pay interest and sinking funds on the 
public debt, whereas as recently as 
five years ago the Mgh required for 
the same application 4M not exceed 
$520.090.

Good News For Farmers.
The Minister reiterates the pledge of 

the Government that the burden of 
taxation shall be fairly apportioned on 
the whole people. Farm improvements 
will be exempt from taxation up to an 
amount which will appear in the bill 
shortly to be brought down. A com­
plete new assessment of the real pro­
perty coming under provincial taxa­
tion is to be made during the near 
future, on which the 1919 rolls will be 
based.

Mines will be taxed either on iricome 
or the two per cent mineral tax, which­
ever is the greater, and some deduc­
tions which are considered fair will be 
allowed from the taxable value for in­
come-tax purposes. The tax on banks 
a* raised by the surtax of last year 
will continue, $8.000 on chief offices and 
$500 on each branch.

The estlmàted revenue from Income 
tax for the year 1918-19 is $2,216,000, 
from real property tax $1,000,000, from 
poll tax $300,000, and from personal 
property tax $560,000. The amusement 
tax is expected to bring in $220.000.
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New Assessment of Real Property. 
'Improvements will be effected In 

the taxation laws aa they affect the 
farming community," continued the 
Minister. “In the system of assess­
or real property there are glaring in­
equalities and injustices, instances of 
whfch come to my attention almost 
daily, and the farmer undoubtedly has 
* very re*l grievance there. Most, If 
not all, the complaint about increased 
taxation is due to his conviction that 
his farm is assessed at an unjust and V 
in many cases an absurdly inflated 
figure. We plan to have a complete 
new assessment of all real property 
coming under provincial taxation made 
during the next few months, on which 
the 1819 rolls will be based. This work 
will be done by men competent and 
experienced in each .district and an 
amount has been placed in the-esti­
mates to meet the cost.

Improvements Ttf Be Exempted.
“It is further the intention of the 

Government to exempt from taxation 
improvements on farm lands up to a l 
certain value and an amendment to 
this effect will be included in the 
Taxation Act amending bill," said the 
Minister amid applause. "As was 
stated by the Premier last year," he 
continued, “a surtax doubling the 

j amount payable by banks was impos­
ed for 1917 but no change was made in 
the rate of taxation for this year, the 
banks offering to submit proposals 
which would, it was claimed, bring in 
the same amount of revenue from this 
source as the Government planned to 
obtain but would levy it more fairly 
upon the various banking institutions. 
However, the banks have not been ablî 
to implement this promise, and we in­
tend to introduce an amendment which 
will place the rate of bank taxation at 
$8,000- for one office or branch of a 
bank and $600 each for any other 
branches in the province.

Will Hold Tax Sale.
The Minister said that the policy of 

appointing special collectors for the 
-urpose of getting in the large amount 

■■■* arrears owing to the public ex- 
ncquer had justified Itself by resul's 

-ud the good work would continue. In 
'eW of the fact that outstanding taxes 
“iched a large amount Mr. Hart told 

'** House that it was the intention 
'e Government to hold a tax sale 

dt, the present year. Since nearly 
five bullion dollars were still out- 
st. n»> .*ig special attention would con- 

- "4 l?e paid to arrears collection, 
oted figures to show that at 

fPo+r- eth 11 last general taxes out- 
■ C . vvt amounted to $4,776,408.12, in 
ad* which the arrears of school
t mMnted to $168,402.99. Re-
f y4 ,fom assessors in all but the 

. districts showed that dur-
' ' Are, were collected arrears
T,’, f of $$63,511.83. The
tic',. arrears fer every year

tV- , * • Not Grumbling,
g- 'Circumstances into con-

W went en, “I think the 
payment current taxes was fairly 
satisfactory in 1917. Especially- do I 
wish to say a word as to the manner in 
which the farmers of the Province are 
meeting the increased demands upon 
them. In spite of the attempts made 
by our friends opposite to convince 
them that they were being badly used, 
and in spite of the fact that owing to 
extravagantly high assessments in 
many cases men had to pay out of pro­
portion to their Just share, the far­
mers are bearing their burden of extra 
taxation without grumbling. With a 
revision of the assessment on farm 
lands and the exemption of improve- 

I ments the amount which we will have 
- es» ".ate in 1919 from this source 

» . be as large as it is this year,
i S' far v the farm taxpayers of 1918 
nr concerned, but I am satisfied, Mr. 
Speaker, that we can expect such an 
.ncréas, li agricultural population that 
the Mi ster of Finance will not have 
to pro' for any shortage of reve­
nue."

What the Accounts Show. 
Coming to the public accounts for 

the fiscal Vr 1916-17, the estimates 
for „ X prepared by the late

iund that the actua’ 
^e $6.906,783.63, as 
•d revenue of* $6,944*- ,

r * 
/

016.18. The chief items in which the 
estimate was below the actual amount 
received were those of timber licensee, 
where there was $208,000 more received 
than was foreseen by the Minister of 
Finance of the day; mineral tax, where 
the excess was $187,000; succession 
duty, $127,000; and real property tax, 
which was greater by $82,000. On th< 
other hand the actual net expenditure 
was $9,079,317.70, as compared with the 
estimate of $11,301,374.86. The net re­
sult of the year was a deficit of $2,172,- 
564, which rollM up the grand total of 
t|ie deficits Which the late Government 
accumulated in five years to $18,358,- 
761.

T* Funded Debt.
In fusther reference to the Public 

Accounts tabled by the Minister at the 
opening of the session, Mr. Hart ex­
plained the new form of presentation 
and said, that some criticism was 
voiced In regard to the capitalization 
jf the subsidies the Province received 
under the Terms of Union, placed at 
$12,462,701.40. “As we receive interea* 
at five per cent, every year from the 
Dominion on this amount,” he went on,
“X fail to see why we should not deal 
with It as an income-producing capi-Tl 
tal asset, particularly since the first of 
the group Qt Items which go to make 
up the total, $683,021.40, has been car­
ried as an asset in every balance sheet 
since 1886. We are «simply consistent 
enough to capitalize the remainder of 
the subsidies, as should have been done 

i long ago.
The total funded debt of the Prov­

ince as at March 31st, 1917, is shown 
under the head of capital liabilities to 
be $23,169,141; We have sinking funds 
invested to « total of $3,429,136.37 for 
the redemption ..of our stock and de­
bentures, so that the net funded debt 
ât the date mentioned was $19,724,- 
010.63. In cahüioulating the net debt It 

i been customary to take the funded 
't ftn4 detract the amount invested 

in sinking funds for its redemption. I 
think the more candid and businesslike 
mode is to take the sum of the funded 
and unfunded debts, less the amount 
In sinking funds, and then from this 
deduct the cash which the Province has 

hand, In bank or in the form of 
balances in the hands of Government 
Agents and the Departments.

Interesting Table.
“This method,” proceeded the Minis ­

ter, "would show the net debt as at 
March 81, 1817, to be $20,946,949.98. It 
is a method which offers no consola­
tion $o my Honorable friend opposite, 
who at obu time was himself Minister 

but rather places in a 
ht the financing of the ad- 

i of which he was a mem 
I Minister went on to remind 

Jot the great capital that was 
f ot the 1911 surplus and pro- 

i Show how that surplus had 
to ever-increasing deficits 

*Se Government departed 
| office in 1916, leaving the deficit 

tlmately 681,600,000. The fol 
r table, qpmpiled by the Minister, f 

l a glance a comparison of the 
; for the past ten years:

. Deduct cash 
on hand in 
bank and
Fith agents

partments. Net debt 
$ 6,046.766.93 

6,026,206.24 
2,460.960.78 

8,083.88 
262,416.14 

3,871.633.19 
8,748,946.16

B. C. House.
‘Besides the debt," Mr. Hart con­

tinued, “the only other capital liability 
is the mortgage of $274,126 on B. C 
House, London, so that the excess of 
capital assets over liabilities is $16,- 
135,272.96. In addition to these direct 
liabilities there are contingent liabili­
ties Incurred by the guarantee by the 
province of principal and interest on 
railway and othér securities. In the 
case of the P.G.E., as I have already 
said, we are being called upon to meet 
the interest payments.

“Since 1894 we have been paying in­
terest on the bonds of the Nakusp and 
Slocan railway. Towards this we re­
ceive 40 per cent, or the gross earnings 
of the line, but irrespective of that we 
had to find $240,000 more to meet in-

81 41

1908 . $ 9.466t6W.16 $8.862.840.33
1909 . 4,183.388.01
5io. 8,3ElSl8 (4M, 816.35
tei ; 8,771.664.73 8,763.530.85
£5 . 8,692,852.63 8,339.936.49
Ei. 8,876,929.10 6,005.395.91
1914 . 9,906,229.62 1,161,284.46
1916 . 17,948,276.38 6.011.187.37
1916 . 18,176,433.28 1,766.420.89
p7; 21,818,699.80 871,749.82

terest. The bonds/ to the value of 
$647,672, mature on July 1st next, and 
the province will in all probability 
have to pay the principal sum. Pro­
vision is being made,” Mr. Hart said,
“for a renewal of the bonds in Which 
case the mortgage would be foreclosed 
and ownership of the line would be 
vested In the Government. I am not 
yet in a position to state what disposi­
tion woufd be made by us of the line, 
but the matter is receiving the coneid- 

I eration which its importance merits."
Current assets were given as includ­

ing cash balances In the hands of Gov­
ernment agents and collectors, ad- 

1 vances to departments and rural school 
trustees, accounts receivable, live stock, 
stores and equipment, and special de­
posits on trust accounts, the whole 

j totalling $8,047,264. Current liabilities 
amount to $9,475,846, showing an ad­
verse balance of $1,428,582.

Unfunded Debt.
The unfunded public debt, shown as 

temporary loans, amounts to $2,094,- 
689.17. Under the Loan Act of 1916 a 
Treasury Bill for $500,000 was issued, 
due June 30, 1916, and still outstanding. 
There are overdrafts shown at the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce of $594,- 
689.17 on current account and $1,000,000 
<m special overdraft account. With re­
gard^ the former amount it may be 
expiai c«1 that the Supply Act provides 
that enditures Incurred before the 
close-»* a- ttevat year and paid within 
three months after shall be charged to 
the appropriations of that year. Spe­
cial provision was made last year that 
the expenditures on account of legisla- j 
tion in connection with the adjourned 
session in August were to be charged 
back- to the fiscal year in which the | 
session began. “I may mention in V 
passing that this is the first time in 
the history of the province that the 
total known liabilities at March 31 
have been disclosed in the balance 
sheet," said the Minister.

Deferred Assess.
"Under the head ot deterred mi

are shown certain items, the wltimate 
realization of whleh cannot be dete’ - 
mined at this date. While there is ne 
desire to swell the figures of our assets 
by any which are of a doubtful nature: 
we have thought if right to include 
such payments as those on account of 
Interest on behalf of the Nakusp and 
Slocan and the ^Pacific Great Eastern, 
the loan to the^ latter by authority of 
the Loan Act of 1916, and the special 
deposit in the Bank of Vancouver, now 
in liquidation, and these will be re- ' 
tained on our books until such time as 
the items in question are finally dis­
posed of. They are, however, referred 

I to in the balance sheet as merely book 
values. There are no deferred liabili­
ties. i

Nine Months’ Revenue.
Passing now to the revenue and ex­

penditure for the year which closed on 
Sunday, March 81, Mr. Hart said it 
would be found that the net revenue 
for the nine months ending with De- 
•’~Tnber 31 amounted to $6,794,671.80, 
against which there was a net expen­
diture chargeable to income of $6,644,- 
889.03. “Unfortunately, however, obli­
gations for which this administration 
is not responsible, account for a further 
expenditure of $2,865,87*3*,” he went 
on. “This is made up of $708,472,64 in­
vested in sinking funds, $381,219 
applied to the redemption of the 188$ 
loan, $1,861;847.92 on account of-loan tb 
and Interest paid on account of the 
Pacific Orest Eastern, and 124,046.66 
paid out In interest on behalf of the 
Nakusp and Slocan. In addition to this, 
we have made advances to the Land *- 
Settlement Board amounting to the 
sum of $74,994.09.

Further Borrowings.
"These latter items have necessitated 

the borrowing of $2,860,000, of which 
$1,000,000 was in the form of a special 
overdraft at the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce; $800,000 in a Treasury Bill 
issued under the Loan Act, 1916, and 
upder the Loan Act, 1917; $800,000 in a 
debenture Issue and $250,000 in a - 
Treasury Bill. It will thus be seen that 
in spite of the net expenditure charge­
able to income being kept within the 
net revenue the very heavy capital ex­
penditures and sinking funds invest­
ments which, WS. have had to provide
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have compelled us to resort to further 
borrowings, which will in turn further 
reduce the revenue at our disposal for 
future years unless steps be taken to 
correspondingly increase the revenue.

“Without the complete figure* for the 
year” he said, "it is not possible to say 
accurately how these compare with the 
estimate) resented a year ago, but the 
indica- are that the revenue will 
on the b, be well up to the amount 
which n.a then expected and that the 
expenc Jum will be considerably under 
the es mated sum which was appro­
priate: by the Legislature. The re­
demption of the 1887 loan, which took 
place during the recent fiscal year, 
was met by providing $168,552.73 out of 
currert revenue and the balance, $211,- 
657.27, out of uninvested sinking fund 
appropriations and dividends on ac­
count of that loan and the Inscribed 
stock loans. The sinking fund of the 
loan, amounting to $399,170.94, which 
was all invested in British Columbia 
three per cent stock, was transferred 
to the sinking funds of the inscribed ; 
stock loans.”

Did Well to Wait.
Tfie Minister explained that when 

he took office ten months ago it was 
necessary to go on the market to ob­
tain four millions for the requirements 
of the province; 7Vz per cent as the 
best rate, however, dampened Mr. 
Hart's ardor and he counselled the 
Executive to wait a more favorable 

iportunity. “Through doing so," he 
proceeded, “the Government profited 

to approximately two hundred thous­
and dollars in the saving which it has 
effected in Interest charges. The mat­
ter of our financial needs was taken 
up with the Dominion Government by 
the late Premier of hie last visit to 
Ottawa, and the Federal authorities 
have agreed to loan us three million 
dollars at 6% per cent. We have been 
fortunate in securing a further million 
at a rate a little over 6% per cent."

Mr. Hart contended that success of 
; negotiations for this loan answered 
effectively *he Opposition Leader's 
charge that the bonds of the province 
were not good security. The Minister 
then proceeded to a survey of the 
changes made in the auditing system 
of the province as recommended by the 
firm of Price, Waterhouse and Com • 
pans-. The consummation of the plan 
involved led him to hope for still 
greater economies without in any way 
impairing the efficiency of the publie

•The Estimates.
Then the Minister of Finance dealt 

with the estimates for the year, full 
details concerning which are reporte* 
in full in Sbother section-of this issue

ÇPP
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COMMISSIONERS GET 
THANKS FROM HOUSE

Service of Pauline, Whiteside 
and Nelson Overseas Duly 

Appreciated

MINIMUM WAGE BILL

GENERALLY FAVORED

Slocan Mining Situation 
Subject of House 

Resolution

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 8.

Arising out of the situation In the 
Slocan country alleged to have been 
brought about by a new schedule of 
prices to be paid for ore treatment by 
the Trail Smelter, Charles F. Nelson, 
member for Slocan, moved the follow­
ing resolution thlb afternoons

L

“Whereas the Conaolldated Mining 
Smelting Company, «^Canada, Ltd., 
have recently Imposed A lew and much 
higher schedule of rates^for the treat­
ment of lead and sine ores carrying 
silver;

"And whetSMs the mine operators 
claim that said schedule is unfair and 
excessive, and that the effect will be 
to greatly curtail shipments, and In 
many cases cause the closing-down of

"And whereas the management of the 
Consolidated Mining & Smelting Com­
pany sts*e that this schedule is based 
on the actual cost plus a mftiimum of

"And whereas the Associated Boards 
of Trade, In convention at Nelson, ap­
pointed i committee to Investigate the 
matters referred to:

“And whereas the Federal Govern­
ment has recognised said committee „ 
and are assisting In said investigation 
to the extent of appointing a metal-1 
lurgist to-act In conjunction with them: .

And whereas the mining interests1 
of this province are soglously affected* 
by this unsettled condition:

"Now, therefore, be it resolved, that 
an order of this House be passed In­
structing the Standing Committee on 
Mining to take up the several allega­
tions made and report its findings to 
the House forthwith."

w*nes Shutting Down.
Mr. Nelson recounted the facts of 

the case as understood by himself and 
as complained of by the people of the 
constituency he represents as well as 
adjacent t«. coram,uditiee where silver 
lead mining comprises the chief pur­
suit. He. uxqiT^lned that many pro­
pertied >, «/already closed down by 
reason ol jtfie., higher smelter charges, 
while a number of others were very 
likely to follow suit. Duting the course 
of his remarks dealing with the sert- 

iness H|j-" situation, the details of 
which hi ■ .il referred to more than 
once (n . fw columns, ,1^.. Nelson was 
mindful IfI Æ fact that many meas­
ures ha«1 " already been "brought down 
of a me re or lees rad. al nature, ac­
knowledging in principle that the needs 
of the State were paramount. And by 
the same token he would like action 
on similar lines with regard to the 
condition» obtaining in the Slocan 
country.

Wanted Royal Commission.
J. H. Hawthomthwalte, member for 

Newcastle, said the matter was im­
portant from the standpoint of labor 
and likewise from that of necessary 
development work in that section of 
the Province. He regretted that leg­
islation of some nature had not been 
Introduced dealing with corporations 
of this character, since smelters were 
In that position that made It easy for 
them to dictate to any one mine owner, 
always with an eye on the main chance 
of getting his mine following period 
of discriminatory treatment. He would 
offer an amendment urging the advis­
ability of appointing a Royal Com­
mission. for be was apprehensive lest 
the matter would be merely shelved 
by Committee action.

Premier %(Jr«r adjourned the de- 
bate. r - ~

Prohibition Commission.
It was a foregone conclusion that 

there would be no amendments to the 
following resolution proposed by Alec 
M. Mançpn, member for Omlneca, and 
second! by Fred W. Anderson, mem­
ber fot>,«j*mloops:

“Whereas it appears from the an­
swers of the Hon. the Minister of Fi­
nance to questions upon the order 
paper as td the expense of the Com­
mission appointed under the “Prohibi­
tion Overseas Vote Investigation Act” | 
that the members of the said Commis­
sion gave their services gratis in con­
nection with the said Commission at 
very considerable personal inconven­
ience and peril, and at the sacrifice of 
almost three months of their time:

“And whereas the members of the 
said Commission performed their 
duties In a most creditable, thorough, 
and painstaking manner, and put be­
yond doubt the facts in question that 
formed the subject-matter of the said 
inquiry:' ' «

“Therefore be It resolved, That the 
thanks and gratitude of this House be 
tendered to Messrs. David Whiteside,
F. A. Pauline, and C. F. Nelson, mem­
bers of this Hoilse, for their excellent 
services hi the Aforementioned connec­
tion1.” ...-y :

Mr. Manson supplemented the reso­
lution with a general, .but none the 
less sincere, eulogy of the three com­
missioners, to which George Bell, sec­
ond member for Victoria, added like 
comment. F. A. Pauline, member for 
Saanich, in the absence of David 
Whiteside, who was chairman of the 
Commission, suitably acknowledged 
the fragrance of the bouquet so ably 
presented by the member for Omineca.

* Tuberculosis.
The committee stage of the Hospital 

Act, sponsored by the Hon. J. D. Mae- J 
Lean," Provincial Becreary and Min- ' 
ister of Education, was provocative of 
a lenghy discussion, somewhat off the 
straight track of the Bill at times. 
Boiled down the argument centred 
round the - provision of the proposed 
measure recommending compulsory In­
spection of tubercular subjects In Brit­
ish Columbia bf*the Government In­
spector. Reference has already been 
made in these columns to the object 

I of the measurc/Vhich Is directed to­
wards a more intelligent and effective 
war on the ravages the great White 
Plague. It is !/. .ended to remove the 
advanced casées from* the institution at 
Tranquille to thp hospitals throughout 
the Province, made possible by the 
provision of an extra-per capita grant 
In respect of such cases, so that Tran­
quille and the proposed additional In­
stitution for that some locality may 
conflne'-theraLelves to the treatment by 
the ever-increasing list of incipient 
cases. The- Committee rose and re­
ported progrebs with an apparent bal- 1 
ance of opinion 4n feri s of the compul- j 
sory clause.

Minimum
G. G. McGeer, me 

continued the det^ 
reading of the Bill... 
mum wage for women
the Attorney-Qenprjÿ 
measure and now jr> 
member-for Vag*,. 
had nothing but CQ#i 
Bill since it went- 
way to provide a bro

t Women. |
r for Richmond, 

•n the second I 
,rovide a mini- ! 

introduced by j 
% Government |

i of the lady 
.Mr. McGeer 
.atlon for the 

part of the 
bulwark to but­

tress the position atithe women work­
er against the day when that bright 
era of Industrial development should 
strike the Provmce-r-^hopeful infer­
ence that Mr. McGeer. ,^lt sure would 
eventually justify itself,- (He would of­
fer but one criticism : the Bill did not 
go far enough. And here the member 
for Richmond followed the line or ar­
gument adopted by J. W*-Weart, mem­
ber for South Vancouver, In his ad­
vocacy that the Minimum Wage Board 
provided for in the measure should also 
be endowed with power» to take rem­
edial action In the matter of working 
conditions and hours of toil *or women 
workers. ,

The Barking Do*.trl 
J. 8. Cowper, fifth member lr Vancou­

ver, was also a warm suppôt .t* of the 
Bill and he oomptimented tbebGovern- 
ment and Mrs. Smith on itintptroduc- 
tlon. While-the row of an Ihi ^pendent 
member In the House was a difficult 
one to hoe and somewhat resembled 
the dog barking at the passing train 
with the great engine rolling on oblivi­
ous to all appeals, he could neverthe­
less put up both hands for the Bill. He 
proceeded to allude to the beneficial re­
sults which had attendbd**he operation 
of similar measures 1n the United 
States.

A. I. Fiser,'member for Fernle, ad­
journed the debate.



Minister of Finance 
Explains Estimates

Hon. John Hart Points Out That Requirements for 
Public Services Are More Than Covered by Revenue; 
Capital Expenditures Are Drain

^ Le, islative Press Gallery,
April 4.

Pull details of the Budget speech delivered in the Legislature 
this afternoon by Hon. John Hart, Minister of Finance, are recorded 
elsewhere in this issue, while the following constitutes the Minister’s 
presentation to the House of the estimates for the year 1918-1919 as 
summarized by him from the actual doen- lent duly tabled in accord­
ance with l^gal custom. The Minister stated at the outset, that the 
arrangement and classification of the estimates in question and the 
necessity for showing the appropriation under subheads, had been 
given very careful attention as the j| $336,50* ; Provincial Secretary, $ 1,633,- 
plan was Intended to give that more 346; Public Works, $1,794,940; Railway

Department, $41,730/*
Capital Account.

The expenditures which will have to 
be made on capital account are the 
following: Sinking Funds, $718,940; 
Nakusp & Slocan, Iht. on Bonds, $11,- 
500; P.O.E. Ry. Interest $907,200: Wel­
lington Colliery Co., $16,000: B. 
House Mortgage, $9,760; tionghees Re­
serve Works, $50,000; EssondaJe Hos­
pital, $10,700; Colony Farm, $4,000; 
Roads, Streets, Bridges, Wharvr* 
$208,650; Ferries, $17.700. '

Mr. Hart went on: “The whole ^ 
which we ask the House to vote >i 
the new fiscal year is thus $11,h. , - 
694.08. In framing th^e estimates, ., 
do not think I need assure this House, 
the members of the administration 
have been animated by the desire to 
eliminate all unnecessary expenditures 

the and reduce our outlays to the lowest 
poin* consistent with efficient service 
and the maintenance of all needful 
operations. I have no doubt that our 
opponents, who never allowed consid­
erations of revenue or ' .e means of 
the taxpayers tp foot the bills to in­
terfere with their extravagance, will 
critcise us for paring all expenditv e 
to the boné, but I have ’Just as little 
doubt, Mr. Speaker, that we will re­
ceive thg commendation of the people 
at large for doing what I will admit re­
quired some courage.

Economy With Efficiency.
“We recognize," he proceeded, “that 

the. people of this country, in common ! 
wlth their kin throughout the Empire, 
have à heavy strain put upon their re­
sources to meet their share of the cost 
of the war and we do not feel that we 
would be justified in making any 
further demands upon them in the way 
of taxation so long as we can, by vise 
economies, keep our eyenditures as 
close to our revenue asris possible.

“With the early peace which we hope 
for from a decisive victory for the | 
Allied arms, and with the return of ! 
prosperity generally, we look to

revenue from present source..

before the 
"the lmpn 
appealed 
sent» the 
year on e 
basis, clea . 
tures whi«

i heir bra 
been 4°** 
anyone »
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detailed information which he felt was 
desirable.

The New System.
“It .will be found by honorable gen­

tlemen tha- fte document now placed 
the Minister proceeded, 
. on of which will have 

hem at first sight, pre 
#nates of the coming 
lifted and standardized 

. netting forth the expendi- 
will require to be made lit’ 

evdral Departments and 
in the past this has not 

u3 it been possible for 
tainted with the system 
«certain from either the 

the Public Accounts the 
exact expenditure of any particular 
office or Department.

“Detailed estimates prepared in the 
form pre -nted, together with 
Public accounts submitted 
similar basis, will afford more direct 
control over the expenditure of public 
money, will enable members more in­
telligently to discuss the Government’s 
budget, and tend to more efficient and 
economical administration. It will also 
be observed that the capital expendl 
tur s have been segregated from those 
chargeable to Income, which has never 
been dene before in the^ljody of the 
Esti .i&tes."

Requirements and Revenue.
T e requirements of the public, ser­

vie 'or the year, which are charge­
able to income amount to $9,658,264.08, 
nmf the Minister estimates that the 
r- xue will be $9,900,066.1$. There 
wo d thus be a surplus, hë said of 
$241,801.06 over the expenditure, charge 
able to current account, but as there 
are in addition expenditures on capital
account amounting to $1,168,440, the net 
result is that there will be an appar­
ent deficit of $1,711.638.96 on the finan­
cial operations of the year.

It was worth noting, however, con­
tinued Mr. Hart, that three of the 
items of capital outlay which had to 
be provided for—sinking fund. Pacific 
Great Eastern interest and interest on 
the mortgage on British Columbia and consequent ability to devote more | 
HOUge—practically balance this deficit, wherever the requirements of the Prov- 
so that he was able to present to the
House and the country a budget in 
which expenditure on current account 
and that chargeable to capital, not a 
direct outcome of the mismanagement 
of the Government’s predecessors, war

inçe call for |t. Nevertheless, I would 
reiterate that at no point have we 
starved any branch of Governmental 
activity, and tnat there will be no Im- ‘ 
palrmfijpt of service because the De­
partments are being compelled to con-

brought within Income. It had been a duct business along ordinary business 
long time since such an achievement unes an^ a minimum of expense, 
was knofrn in this Province. "

Departmental Figures.
•T have already dealt with the tre­

mendous increase in thb amount] 
which has to be provided out of cur­
rent account to take care of the in­
terest on our public debt” he went on.
"For this year the sum required for 
this purpose is $1,409.678.08, The other- 
heads of expenditure chargeable * 
revenue are these: Legislation,
000; Premier’s Office, $12,760; A| 
ture, $219,684; Attorney-General,
776; Education, $1,777,290; F* 
partment, $692,604; Fisherti 
Labor Department, $16,170; ] 
n&rtment. $697,608; .Mines Depart!

The revenue for the coming twelve 
months, as I have said, Is estimated 
to amount to $0,’900,066.13, practically., 
the same sum as was anticipated 
would be jgot In during 1917-1918.

Revenues Expected.
“Two-thirds of the total revenue is 

collected through the Treasury, and 
the Department of Lands is the next 
largest channel by which the Provin­
cial income flo’Ws in. Of the Depart­
ment? through which various fees and 
license payments are collected, that of 
the Attorney-General is naturally the 
chief, and there we look for & revenue 
in 1918-19 of $614,360. Under the dif- 
" rent classes we have estimated for

substantially the same revenue as our 
Estimates of last year called for, these 
being borne out by the receipts for 
nine months. The same is true of the 
revenue which Is derived' through the 
Provincial Secretarys Department with 
the exception that we expect a much 
increased amount from the Printing 
Office. Thee cost of all printing ma­
terials and supplies has gone up and 
we must advance our prices in this 
connection.

Lands Department.
“Under the head of public debt,’’ 

tinued Mr. Hart, “we estimate that, 
against the heavy outlays we havo ; 
make on that account, we will receiv 
$209,000 as interest on the investmen* 

i of our sinking funds and interest 1» 
connection with the Dyking Assess­
ment Act. The amount we have in­
vested in this way will be Increased* 
so greatly this year that the sum re-1 
ceivable in interest will also be larger. 
The total revenue which we look for 
through the Lands Department is 
$2,203,050, From timber licenses we 
estimate we trill get $1,200,000; from 
timber leases, $74,000; from timber 
royalties, $560,000, and from timber 
sales, $125,000. In view of the steadily 
falling receipts from land sales *we do 
not think it wise to put this source 
down for more than $50,000, but on the 
other hand the legislation which my 
Honorable friend, the Minister of 
Lands, has brought down this session, 
Justifies us in looking for a somewhat 
larger income from water rentals.

Treasury.
“This brings me to the Treasury 

Department, through which it is esti­
mated that $6,700,000 will be collected 
during the next year.* The principal 
item here is that of income tax, from 
which source we expect $2,215,000. This 
is double what we estimated as the re­
venue frdtn that tax in the year just 
clofied, the reason being that we will 
this year be collecting from mines on 
their Income for last year as well as 
the present. We propose that mines 
shall be taxed either two per ôent. on* 
the assessed value of ore removed, as 
in the past, or on income, whichever 
to the larger. There is no doubt that 
in the greater number of cases the 
amount payable on Income will exceed 
what would be collectable as mineral 
tax, and therefore we are certain of a 
considerable revenue there. On the 
other hand the sum likely to come in 
mineral tax will be much less than 
hitherto, and we place the estimate at 
$86,000. -> For the past couple of years 
this tax has yielded about $288,000 an­
nually. With closer collection of in­
come-tax generally, I think the figure 
at which we have placed our estimate 
Is a safe one.

Real Property Tax.
"Basing our estimate upon the man­

ner in which the taxes came in up to 
the end of December, I consider that 
we can quite reasonably expect for the 
coming year to derive $1,000,000 from 
the real property tax, $600,000 from the 
personal property tax, Md $700,000 
from the tjax: on wild, coal and timber 
lands. TÇê’pbll-tax ought to bring in 
$300,000, ài the activity in Industrial 
enterprises "will attract many workers 
from outside, who will become liable 
for the tax as soon as they have been 
one month,in the Province. The tax on 
patrons of places of amusement is 
working very smoothly and to expected 
to produce $220,000. The amount re­
ceived from this source so far shows 
the accuracy of the estimate of last 
session, which was based on the proba­
bility of the tax being In force for Jive 
months of the fiscal year. From sue- . 
cession duties,” concluded the Minister, 
“we may look for $300,00% and several 
smaller items of revenue T take up the 
total which is set out under the head 
of the Treasury $)epartment."
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REVIEW OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES ANO THE 

PROGRESS FOR 1917
Agriculture Still Healthy Says 

Minister of Finance; Out­
look Hopeful

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 4.

Since the mining, lumbering, fishing 
and farming industries comprise the 
backbone of the natural resources It 
was only natural that the Hon." John 
Hart should make passing reference 
to them and their yields in cold coin 
to the treasury of British Columbia. 
This he did following his observations 
on the estimates for the year. Dealing 
with agriculture first, he touched upon 
land development as allied to the ur­
gent needs brought about by the con­
flagration in Europe and war’s effect 
In general on the farming population 
in the province. Despite the army’s 
demand on the manhood of British 
Colombia increases were recorded in 
nearly every Une of jfarm paaduction. 
The aggregate actual increase in value 
as compared with 1916 was $5,478,935, 
an increase of 17.02 per cent. The 
total value of all products for 1917 
was $37,661,850. In addition to this 
there were agricultural products im­
ported to the extent of $19,786,206, this 
being an amount 15 per cent in excess 
of the Imports of 1916. Mr. Hart paid 
tribute to women's work in connection 
with agricultural production.

Minerals.
Passing on to mineral production 

the Minister cited the approximate 
value for 1917 as $37,182,570, a decrease 

t the previous year due to causes 
already referred to in these columns. 
He placed the value of the output of 
the metalliferous mines at $27,663,786, 
serious decreases being noted in the 
production of gold, copper and zinc. 
Silver increased during the year by 
$359,000. The net coal production show­
ed a small gain in tonnage but a de­
cease In value over 1916. Vancouver 

Island toileries made a new record 
with 1,698,235 tons, or nearly a quar­
ter of a million tons more than the 
previous year.

Forest Industry-
The forest industries of the province 

l^st year turned out a production 
about thirty-eight per cent greater 
than the year before in value, the 
total for 1917 being $48,913,115 as com­
pared with $36,628,000 in 1916. The 
most notable increase is in the manu­
facture of pulp, and large increases 
are recorded In lumber and shingles. 
During the year the manufacture of 
paper amounted to almost eighty 
thousand tons, an increase of 22Vr per 
cent over 1916. The forest revenue 
reflected this striking improvement in 
the Industry bÿ increasing eighteen per 
cent, to a total of $2,162,170. This in­
cludes $809,000 paid as royalty on cut 
log* a figura exceeding 1916 collec­
tions by sixty per cent.

Fisheries.
British Columbia again leads all the 

provinces in the value of her fisheries 
harvest, which amounted in 1917 to 
$15,311,954, or nearly forty per cent, of 
the entire products of the sea for the 
whole Dominion. She exceeded the 
output of Nova Scotia, second of the 
provinces in this regard, by $5,219,042, 
and the value of her fisheries was in 
excess of that of all the other pro­
vinces combined by over a million and 
a half dollars.

Salmon accounts for two-thirds of 
the catch in value, and halibut, owing 
to a greatly increased market price, 
more than doubled the figure of 1916. 
The salmon pack for the year totalled 
1,557,485 cases, the largest In the his­
tory of the canning industry. The 
pack was cases greats than

1916, Vancouver Island waters pro-1 
during a pack of 377,884 cases as com- I 
pared with 145,763 a year previously. , 
Owing to the increase in price of all I 
varieties the pack of 1917 is very much ! 
greater in value than In any former*

ENGINEERING BE 
BEFORE COMMITTEE

Fate _of Measure Undecided 
After Warm and Lengthy 

Discussion

Legislative Press Gallery,
April* 6.

The Private Bills Committee spent 
most of the morning hearing argu­
ments pro and con in connection with 
the B. C. Institute of Engineers’ Bill. 
While Judgment deciding the fate of 
the Bill was withheld there was a free 
expression by the members of the pro­
posed Institute to waive any powers 
which wpuld conflict with existing land 
surveyors' organizations, and also an 
expressed desire to work in co-oper­
ation with all engineering bodies for ! 
better protection of the technical pro- 

i fessions. Officers and organizers of 
I the proposed institute were frank in 
stating that the Canadian Society of 
Civil Engineers was not as active as 
It should be and one aim of this new 
body was to rectify this lack of ac­
tivity..

Warm Discussion.
The discussion grew warm as it 

proceeded, members df the Canadian 
organization strongly opposing the pro­
visions of the Bill, but in no instance 
did It reach acrimony. The institute 
was represented by lawyers, the presi­
dent and several members, while the 
opposition comprised the B. C. Land 
Surveyors, Cmfadlan Society of Civil 
Engineers and Canadian Institute of 

, Architects.
• Rattling Dry Bones.

Fs J. Stacpodle, K. C., who peared 
to plead the cause of the Bi’ outlined 
Its aims and stated that tne organi­
zation was willing to alter such clauses 
in the proposed measure as the Com­
mittee believed would give it power to 
forbid any person to practice. The 
object of the organization was the bet­
terment of the engineering professb .s 
and the protection of the public. T 
represent live wires, if I may be per­
mitted to say so, and if we do nothing 
else we will have caused a rattling of 
’dry bones.’" said Mr. Stacpoole In 
speaking of the alleged Inaction of the 
Canadian Society of Engineers.

Forty Per Cent With C. E. F.
EJ. C. Mayers speaking for the Cana­

dian Society of Civil Engineers de­
clared the bill was dangerous, a* pre­
sented, and that It practlcaly provided 
a new department of the Government 
He said it sought dangerous powers 
tending toward the establishment of a 
closed corporation. Speaking of the 
reference made to" the lack of anima­
tion In the society he said forty per 
cent of the members in B. C. were in 
the C. E F.

No Interference.
H. A# McLean, K. C., appeared for 

the B. C. Land Surveyors. He pro­
tested against the powers the institute 
asked, and was later assured by"Presl- 
dent Robertson of the institute that 
the organization did not wish to In­
terfere with the B. C. Land Surveyors 
at all. This, Mr. McLean said, would 

I be satisfactory to his clients If car- 
I rled out.

SESSION FOR 
CITY’S RELIEF BE

, A. McDiarmid Commenced 
Argument on Local Improve­

ment Section

Legislatuve Press Gallery,
April $.

The time of the Private Bills Com- 
nittee until 12.40 to-day was taken up 
vlth the Engineering Institute Incor- 

■ oration Bill and a minor matter in 
onnectlon riith the Vancouver Charter 
imendments, so that by the time the 
.’ity’s Relief Bill came up for dlacus- 
don there remained but twenty min­
âtes in which to deal with one of the 
mpori&nt phases of the measure.
With the matter of the figure for 

:he minimum assessment left to the 
judgment of the Committee itself, F.
A. McDiarmid, solicitor for the Union 
>f British Columbia Municipalities and 
ippearlgg on behalf çf clients who 
•vould be likely to suffer under the local 
mprovement section of the Bill, took 
up practically the whole of the time ai 
the Committee’s disposal.

Mr. McDiarmid dealt exhaustively 
with the possible effect the Bill would 
have on those property owners suffer­
ing under noncompleted improve­
ments, since there would be nothing to 
prevent a Commission—In the event ol 
>ne being appointed—Imposing a tax 
on tho tournent, despite the rget that 
such impro' ements remained a 
chimera. Tha right of appeal In such 
cases was rtso problematical with the 
Bill In Its present form, he said.

He was emphatic In his opinion that 
Oak Bay Avenue and Denman Street 
should be specifically excluded, and 
that on the other hand those streets 
which would be tackled rtiould be 
clearly defined In order to prevent the 
possibility of a situation such as he 
iad mentioned. Mr. McDiarmid also 
lad a rooted objection to the time 
<et for the hearing of reports from the 
Commissioners, fixing July 15 next as 
:he latest date. There should be an 
•xtenslon, he said. He would also favor 
ne Board only, the Local Improve- I 
nent Adjustment Board *

FACTORY INSPECTION 
VERY MUCH EXTENDED

Wide Variety of New Indus­
tries Brought Within Scope 

of Act

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 5.

Because a number of new and other 
industries are not Included in that sec- 
tion of the rectory Act relating to in- | 
epectlon an-' bn. account of » this fact j 
having been mpressed upon the Min­
ister of Public Works by labor repre­
sentatives recently, the Hon. Dr. King 
announces• th* an Order-in-Councll 
completed at this morning’s sitting of : 
the Provincial Executive now provides 
for the necessary Inspection by the In­
spector of Factorise In respect bf the 
following trades: .

Axle and spring factories, blacking 
factories, boat and canoe factories, 
bolt ana nut factories, brick yards, 
button factories, canning factories, ce-| 
ment works, coal-holsUng plants, cof­
fin factories, cold storage plants, con­
centrators, condensing cream and milk 
factories, creosoting Write, drop forg­
ing factories, evaporator factories, ex­
celsior factories, fish canneries, 
fruit desslcat^ng factories, gas 
and electric light works, glove <ac- 
torlps, iron bridge works, Jewelry fac­
tories, kelp factories, leather goods, 
nail works, oil refineries, paper and 
pulp mills, refineries, repair shops, 
rivet works, rolling mills, saw factor­
ies, ship yards, smelters, stave factor­
ies, steel works, sugar refineries, sytup 
factories, tobacco factories, toy factor­
ies, varnish works, veneer factories, 
wood pipe works, wood PVV.v factories, 
white lead factories, powder works.



Opposition Members Have 
Maintained Complete Silence 

Throughout the Debate

FERME MEMBER WANTS 

PROBE ON LIVING COST i

Legislative Press Gallery,
* April 4.

The only objection—if it can be call­
ed an objection—so far offered to Mrs. 
Ralph Smith's Minimum Wage Bill is 
that it does not go far enough. Gen­
eral approval of the principle, however, 
has marked all discussion so far and 
to-day's sitting saw its second reading, 
thus ensuring kind treatment for the 
rest of its legislative journey. It has 
already been suggested, both by the 
member for South Vancouver and the 
member for Richmond, that the Mini­
mum Wage Board provided for in the 
measure should be endowed with pow­
ers to include within its jurisdiction 
the privilege of Investigating not only 
wage conditions but also general work­
ing conditions.

Cost of Living.
Still another phase of the question 

was advanced by the member for 
Fernie, Alex. L Fisher, this afternoon, 
when he saw ail urgent need for the 
State to step in and do something to­
wards regulating the cost of living for, 
to his- way of thinking, living cost was 
a very vital factor In the determina­
tion of a minimum wage for the wo­
man workir. Mr. Hawthornthwaite, 
as well as the member for Fernie, held 
the floor for a considerable time and 
each in turn wandered far from the ' 
theme, drifting hopelessly Into a 
sociological discussion, supporting the 
bill nevertheless.

Relative Not Absolutec
Mr. Fisher persisted in his contention 

that living costs were indissolubly 
linked up with the question of the 
minimum wage and he took his cue 
from first hand experience in the 
Crow's Nest country, where it has been 
found necessary to hold periodical 
sittings of a commission which con­
cerns itself with the adjustment of 
wages to the continually changing 
living conditions. While he was intent 
on supporting the bill, he felt that the 
measure was not absolute but merely 
relative in its effect. If, he said, under 
the law of supply and demand women 
were not getting a fair living wage, 
then the Government was justified in 
lending;, Its assistance by way of legis­
lation. r •

NofciCurative.
The measure appeared to him; how­

ever, to be merely ameliorative for the 
time being and in no wise curative oi 
remedial, becaqtw failure on the part 
of the Government to interfere in those 
matters affect’ \g the cost of living 
would mean Ji^/that much leas effect 
tor the méasbrèLunder review. He saw 
trouble when the bill became the law 
of the land fpr 'the. simple reason that 
there would be a tendency on the part 
of the employers to subject their pro­
ducts to an attack of aeroplaneitis as

that the minimum wage in the final 
analysis would be burdened upon the 
people unless the State scotched at the 
outset tho tendency to which he had 
made reference.

•'Awful Picture."
H. Hawthornthwaite, member for 

Newcastle, was somewhat horrified at 
the "awful picture" painted by the 
member for Fernie. He was going to 
take Mr. Fisher’s assertion that the

law of supplifc'Jjbid demand determined 
the wage of the worker with a little 
grain of salt, however. It did no such 
thing, because, said Mr. Hawthornth­
waite, the wages of the worker the 
world over were based solely upon the 
(•est of production. And here the mem­
ber forj Newcastle took a long flight 
to the heights be knows so well, alight­
ing again on the member for-Fernie 
with the reminder that he (Mr. Fisher) 
had become hopelessly mixed up in his 
argument. The measure was satisfac­
tory to Mr. Hawthornthwaite because 
it was aimed to cure that flaw In the 
industrial world which permitted the 
wage of the worker to drop below the 
cost of production—an inhumanity 
palpably obvious. To Mrs. Smith the 
credit ‘for the bill belonged, said he.

What of the Opposition?
Although only speaking briefly on 

the subject, but wholly sympathetic, to­
wards the bill, M. A. Macdonald, who 
followed, suggested to the House that 
with the exception of the member for 
Newcastle the Opposition members 
had maintained a complete silence on 
the measure. Surely, he said, that 
silence could not be Interpreted to 
mean that even one of thé honorable 
members opposite would possess the 
hardihood to object to the Bill’s pas­
te ge, any possible reluctance to accept 
a measure savoring too much of the 
“taint’’ of moral reform notwithstand­
ing. Neither was there any need to 
wander into a morass of argument on 
remote possibilities. He quite agreed 
that the measure was a radical one 
and one which perhaps did to some 
extent interfere with the right of con­
tract between employer and employee; 
but it had also to be remembered that 
there was The humanitarian side of 
the question as well as the cold ma­
terial view to be considered. There­
fore the bill should be weighed solely 
on Its merits.

Aimed at Labor Exploiter.
The employer who paid fair wages 

had nothing to fear from the operation 
of the bill, while the exploiter ^would, 
in the ordinary course of events, be 
forcibly reminded that the time was 
past when he could put the blind eye to 
unfair hiring prices. Exclusive credit 
for the bill belonged to Mrs. Smith 
and he was glad to see the measure 
accepted by the Government, because 
its effect would be extremely helpful 
towards the improvement of general 
working conditions among the women 
folk, who were not so well off as the 
men In their possession of protective 
machinery such 3s trade unions and 
thé like. He was also glad to see in 
the House a member who would give 
first attention to social problems.

The bill was read a second time and 
will be committed at the next sitting 
of the House.

PROGRESSING El

A Number of Measures Reach­
ing Final Stages; Seed Bill 

Complete

GAME ACT AMENDMENT

IS FRIDAY’S DEBATE

Legislative Press Gallery.
April 4.

The Hon. John Hart, Minister of 
Finance, was warmly congratulated on 
hie first Budget speech this afternoon, 
a full report of which, together with 
the Minister’s summary of the esti­
mates for the year, has already ap­
peared in these columns.' Mr. Hart 
was well received and left an excellent 
impression. With the decks cleared 

I for debate on the Budget, J. W. Weart, 
I member for South Vancouver, moved 

the adjournment and will take the 
I floor "to-morrow afternoon.
1 Reported ;For Third Reading.
I With the acceptance by the Govern­
ment of a suggestion made a day or 
two ago by Mr, Hawthornthwaite, the 

(Bill for; thêil&oIecUpn of Seed Grain

went through committee this after­
noon and is now reported for third 
reading. The amendgtont briefly pro­
vides that the Lieutenant-Governor 
In Council may establish and define 
one or more seed grain production 
areas within which the legislation is 
to apply. This will save other dis­
tricts of the province from the opera­
tion of .the proposed Act, which-pro­
vides that all seed growers must ob­
tain license from the Department of 
Agriculture, whether their seed is for 

ri commercial purposes or not. This had 
been the chief complaint against the 
bill and is now removed by the new 
amendment which Premier Oliver sub­
mitted this afternoon.

How Many and Where.
Mr. Bowser asked how many seed 

grain districts, would be created and 
was informed by the Premier that 
there would probably not be more 
than two this year. Mr. MacKenzie, 
of Similkameen, was anxious to know 
where they would be located. "There 
will be no deed grain area except in a 
locality where .seed is to be grown for 
distribution," explained the Premier.
'It is quite possible that this year the 

se,ed growers’ operations may be con­
fined to the production of tubers and 
roots for the seed crop of next year.
In this event it may not be necessary 
to set apart any particular areas this 
season.”

Other Bills.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite presented for 

second reading his Bill to amend the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act in order 

I to have miners’ consumption and 
hernia includ_ed in the compensation j 
casualty list, which at present covers : 
only accidents, industrial diseases bs- 
ing omitted. Attorney-General Farris 

• adioumed the. debate.
The Hospital Aqt amendment, which 

gives hospitals an extra fitly cents per j 
day for each tubercular patient cared 
>fpr, went through committee stage. The 
only amendment made was one pro­
posed -by Dr. Sutherland, member for 
Revelstoke, to modify the clause deal­
ing with the compulsory inspection of 
tubercular patients in hospitals by a 
provincial medical health officer. Dr. 
Sutherland’s change called for "super­
vision” instead of “inspection," his in­
tention being that the work of the pro­
vincial officer will not comprise per­
sonal inspection of the patient, possibly 
against the patient’s will, but instead - 
will consist of a survey of the condi­
tions under which the victim of white 
plague is cared for at the hospital.

Settled Estates Act 
Thé Settled Estates Act amendment 

was given third reading, the Infants’ 
Act amendment and Ditches and 
Watercourses Act amendment going 
through the sarpe process. The 
Statutes and Journals Act amendment 
was committed, with also the amend-| 
ment to the Administration Act andl 
ithat to the Burnaby-New Westminster I 
Sewer Act All three passed through I 
committee without debate and the; 
Burnaby - New Westminster Act 
ïamendment was given .third reading, 
j ^ That Friday Talki- 

Mf. Bowser was to have spoken on 
the Game Act amendment which puts 
the Game Department under the Pro­
vincial Police, but it was 5.80 when the 
bill was reached on the order paper 
and the Opposition Leader promptly 
pleaded a headache and suggested that 
the debate be delayed until Friday. In 
view of A t torney -G en oral Farris's fre­
quent references tt> the habit of the 
Opposition Leader of speaking or. Fri­
day In order to get into the Saturday 
papers, Mr. Bowser's Jocular appeal 
to the Government not to force him to 
go on with his speech at half-past five 
created a general smile. Hon. Mr. 
Oliver said that in view of the modesty 
of the Opposition Leader the request 
would be granted. Mr. Bowser will', 
therefore deal with the Game Act 
amendment to-mArr/vm

m
m.
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THE BUDGET SPEECH.

At the very best the way of a 

Finance Minister in these trying times 
is hard; but when, like Aie Finance 

Minister of British Columbia, he has 

to carry a crushing burden 
Bequeathed by a reckless and 

,ncompetent administration such n 
that which led this Province 

to the abyss of bankruptcy up to 
September, 1916, it becomes a veritable 

parched desert. In 1911 British Colum­
bia, as Mr. Hart showed in his 

ucid, businesslike speech yesterday, 
aad a surplus of over $8,500,000. In five 

years that balance had disappeared 
Mid the provincial debt had arisen to 

$23,000,000. In 1913-14 the . a teres t and 
linking fund charges were only,

$618,798, or less than five per 

sent. of the revenue. New, 
In consequence of the mal-ad­
ministration of the group of credit 

wreckers who preceded the present 

Government, these same charges arc 

$2,111,868, over twenty per cent of the 
revenue. If to these we add the annual 
liability arising from the P. G. E. 
monstrosity we have a burden equal to 
one-third of the Provincial revenue. In 
two years alone the debt was in­
creased by over $11,000,000. And with 
all this went unlicensed trafficking 
and gambling with the bases of the 
country's wealth) its natural resources. 
Including the alienation of agricultural 
land for which at one time there were 
$15,000,000 of arrears.

If the late administration had Sieen 
pnly a shade more worthy of the pub­
lic trust and confidence than it was, 
Mr. Hart to-day wbuld not have to 
announce a current deficit or frankly 
forecast one for 1917-18. Even as it is, 
It may be possible through the „ res­
ent taxation measures, the new system 
of audit and tax collection and the cur­
tailment of expenditure below the esti­
mate, to make both ends meet. Stern 
retrenchment must be practised at all 
costs. Apart altogether from the exi­
gencies arising from past mal-admin­
istration, world * conditions de­
mand the utmost economy, in 
every department of the public'service. 
Constituencies will suffer from this, it 
is true,' but the whole world is suffer­
ing and hosts of men are daily sacri­
ficing their all that our institutions 
may continue to be nourished in the* 
»oil of freedom. Furthermore, meny 
portions of the Province for political 
purpose* have been financed ; in other' 
years oat of all proportion to their 
reasonable requirements. This can- t 
be continued, no matter how import-, 
tunate may be their representatives. 
Whether it be good politics or bad poli- 

’tics, is aside from the question. It 
would be a thousand times better for 
a Government to suffer politically in 
doing the right thing than to do the 
wrong thing for the sake of a little 
ephemeral popplarity. Our expenditure 
should be productive, and such as to 
justify Itself beyond question in In­
creasing the provincial wealth and 
thereby begetting more revenue.

Mr. Hart’s references to the neces- j 
sity of the fresh taxation adopted by 
the Government will be appreciated in 
the main by all reasonable people. Cut 
the expenditure though we may we 
cannot hope to escape new taxes, for 
there is an . Immediate limit below 
which we ca$jj$t retrench without suf-*

fering economic paralysis and we can­
not repudiate our fixed cliarges. The 
agricultural population will be, grati­
fied to note, however, that there is.to 
be a revision of the assessment of 
farm lands and exemption for im­
provements which probably will re­
move the unpleasant taste left by the 
surtax. . We cannot encourage pro­
duction by unduly burdening the. pro­
ducer, and increased production is one 

, of the most vital needs of the times.
We observe in the Minister’s snoch 

a reference to the Brltis.i f ’ nbla 
House in London. Is it at possible to 
make this monument of axtravagance 
carry Itself in some way? A suite of 
offices centrally situated, such as the 
other Provinces hmo. would answer 
all requirements Just as jkc» as the 
palatial ip'fortere which, Just now, par­
ti cularly^banuot convey a" compli­
mentary impression of our judgment 
and taste. Dlsp - " and ostenta­
tion in eetablishmer * of this kind are 
as much out & harr or.y wiui the 
spirit of the tinte • i feudal castle 
with moat and porte . is is. Perhaps 
during the budget debate we shall 
have some enfigi ament on this 
source of expenditure inherited by the 
present Government from the tom-tom 
i-ecime which want before-
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Sponsored by Premier; Amend­
ment to Election Act by 

Mr, Bowser

Legislative Press Gallery,
April •.

In accordance with his promise of 
consideration to the deputation which 
waited upon him recently to, the inter­
ests of vacant lot cultivation, Premier 
Oliver intends to ask leave of the 
Legislature on Monüay next to intro­
duce a Bill Intituled “An Act con­
ferring upon Municipal Councils the 
power to make available for food pro­
duction purposes any unused arable 
lands lying within Municipal Boun­
daries." The point of the measure, as 
the title implies, virtually legalizes va­
cant lot conscription, while the provis­
ions very naturally offer all reasonable 
protection to owners and with a modi­
fied system of permits misuse of the 
privileges are duly safeguarded.

Useful Effect Locally.
It le anticipated that the passage of 

the Bill will have an immediate effect 
In Victoria Itself, since ltvtt common 
knowledge that under the volunteer 
method of yielding land for ‘“war 
garden" purposes, while eucfopaeitul to 
a large measure, upwards of one hun- 
drtd vacs it lots within the city limits 
have been denied a part m the patrio­
tic work. With the Act the law of the 
land all but satisfactory reasons for 
refusal will be of no avait

To Anvnd Elections Act.
Similarly at Monday's sitting of the 

House the Le** *er of the Opposition 
will asls leave to Introduce a Bill In­
tituled “A .Act to amend the Provin­

cial Elections Act/ " " This will be a 
small Bill directed to apply to toilers, 
sailors and r «race, whtr may bo re­
turning tr< verseas, Intending to 
relieve them of the necessity to wait 
for a Cour! Revision before their in­
clusion on the voters' list That Is to 
say, If ' a soldier returns to this city 
wltf n three days—the limit fixed—of 
an election, :»<$ may, upon proof to the 
registrar ih,> he ppssesses the cus­
tomary quaTripatlprtB, be entitled to a 
vote. Passage of the Bill would en­
title many more mp» to vote at the 
forthcoming bye-election should such 
be necessary to film the vacancy causèd 
by the death of Mr. Brewster.

Local Questions.
Among the questibns for Monday’s 

order payef appear inquiries from Dr. 
Sutherland, member for Revelstoke, to 
the Hon. John Hart, Minister of 
Finance. The Reveb3loke member 
wants to knov. how many fidelity bonds 
on civil servante, - Ir- connection 
with the service, -ef with or
wr:- ■*’ by ti;e fi lillesple, Hart
A Limited, to November

and how ma- v under the 
f ding and prior to the same

i p -i< . ith the fiijm it Green and
Burdick Brothers, Ltd. r.He also asks 
Lv. many bonds given in connection 
with succession duty prior .o the sam 
date were placed with or written L> 
the last named firm. If any are in de­
fault, how long and for what amount, 
are other-queries in the same connec­
tion. Dr. Sutherland wants informa­
tion as to whffier the Hon. John Hart 
was a mer.-b ui the firm of Gillespie, 
JIrrt and T-». u. Limited, prior to No­
vember 28, K-SS; likewise R. F. Green, 
M. P„ with Green and Burdick Broth­
ers, Limited. v

E. 4k ... Mineral Belt
The question o the Esquimau & 

Nanaimo Railway and the minerals in 
that belt Is a familiar topic on Van­
couver Island, r d in connection with 
the present somewhat unsatisfactory 
situation the Ho« 'Vllllam Sloan, Min­
ister of Mines, wi] move the following 
resolution at Monday's sitting of the 
Legislature:

“That it Is. in the public Interest that 
an arrangement should be made by
le Department of Mines with the Es- 

< "limait & Nanaimo Railway Belt on 
•couver Island wherphV the miner­

als In the Esquimau A Nanaimo Rail- 
• way Belt on Vancouver Island may be 
j more satisfactorily Administered than 
*’>der the present tp'uti method of 
company régulation*t/*nd the ‘Mineral 
Act,’ and that legislation be introduc­
ed ratifying such agreement, or other­
wise remedying exist! ug difficulties.’’

IRRIGATION MATTERS 
AGAIN DILATED UPON

Member for Kamloops An­
swers Conservative Dry 

Belt Water Critic

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 6.

Frederick W. Anderson, member for 
Kamloops, continued the debate on 
the second reading of the Water Act 
this afte #-yxm and took occasion to 
reply *r?K We observations ‘ of J. W.

J f°T 8outh Okanagan, 
Awhu-0 fcubj ct. He objected at 

V ■ lot to thn apparent slur cast 
b» • Jones on the Minister of Lands, 
w*. said was merely tinkering with 
an unworkable Act. This was the 
more astounding to the member for 
Kamloops in view of the fact that the 
1®14 Water Act was the creation of 
W. R. Row. member for Fort George, 
at that time Min' ter of Lands.

While Mr. An os In a mood
to compliment M». >or the legis­
lation In question he felt bound 
to pay tribute to an e*^. ^aiasioner 
of Lands for the Province, b-,-va mem­
ber of the Union Government a the 
person of F* J. Fulton. K. O.. omKam-
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oc. pieu and In 1U room display to the 
world the mining exhibit, which had 
for some years past almost apologized 
for Its existence In an obscurq building 
at the rear of the main pile. . This was 
hiding o;.ie of the province's brightest- 
lights under a bushel with ^ vengeance, 
said he.

> Mining Taxation.
Commencing first with taxation 

matters, Mr. Weart dealt with the im­
post on the mining Industry and iter­
ated his belief that the two pçr cent. 
ot;e royalty tax basis was unfàîr and 
inequitable. He would advocate a fair 
allowance for exhaustion, for deprecia­
tion, for interest on borrowed capital 
and for development. He would also 
advocate that after paying a profit of 
jseven per cent, all surplus profits 
should be divided between the Crown 
land the owners on fair rates, twenty 
■to fifty per cent, going to the Crown. 
From this point the member for South 
Vancouver departed from the particu­
lar and dwelt at considerable length 
on the general situation as far as pro­
vincial taxation is concerned. At the 
outset, however, he wished to go on 
record as1 favorably commending the 
Finance Minister for his able presen­
tation in this special connection.

Tax on Banks.
'Taking first of all the rè\renue from 

the banks, he said that cash redelved 
from this, source during the last fiscal 
year was $116,600. These sources of 
revenue were 16 head offices and 167 
branches of banks, which had now 
been reduced, with indications of fur­
ther reductions. This tax revenue re­
ceived was based upon the old tax 
plus the surtax and would equal the 
present proposed tax providing for 
$8,000 tax levy on main offices and 

$600 for bank branches. Mr. Hart in 
his Budget speech had referred to the 
alternate statement to be made by the 
banks last year. Most of the banks,

I it was said, preferred a tax levied upon 
deposits, but this would fall to satisfy 
the larger banks and the tax as levied 
bore more heavily on the smaller 
banks, upon the volume of business 
done. Mr. Weart pointed out that one- 
quarter of one per cent, of the bank 
deposits of British Columbia would 
net $290,000 or more as there were 
more than $80,000,000 on deposit in this 
province.

Glad To See It
Of particular interest to Mr. W$art 

was the proposed revision of the land 
taxes. “The total of real property 
taxable by the province Is $181,694,000, 
and of this $26,600,000 Is classed as 
‘wild* property," he said. Quoting fur 
ther, Mr. Weart said that the total 
(districts) municipal tax on the re­
turns of 1916 was $130,694,000, While 
the total (city) municipal tax was 
$266,848,000, or double the amount of 
the provincial tax—then it was appar­
ent that the total realty of this pro­
vince had a value of over $629,000,000. 
“An astounding condition of affairs 
has • existed for a number of years - 
past owing to the large number ofi 
small parcels of land assessed by the 
Crown. In this province," said the 
South Vancouver member, “there are 
10,841 parcels paying twenty-five 
cents per annum, 6,868 paying from 
twenty-five to fifty cents 9,419 paying 
from fifty to seventy-five cents and 
13,766 paying from seventy-five cents 
to one dollar per annum." He also 
ventured to state that it cost more 
money to collect from the 16,700 par­
cels In • the first two classifications 
than the actual tax rèvenue amount­
ed to. “Surely," he said, “Section 62 of 
the Assessment Act should be amend­
ed, making a minimum of one dollar 
per annum on any and all parcels of

Printing Cost
Following his allusion to the advis­

ability of removing the quarters of the 
Printing Department Mr. Weart said 
that he had observed the new esti­
mates called for an expense for print­
ing amounting to $168,000. He was not 
in a position to analyze this amount, 
but concluded that under the efficient 
management of the King's Printer 
and the able supervision of the Pro­
vincial Secretary, that economy would 
be practised. He raised the question 
then of removing the printing plant 
from its quarters in the handsome 
frontal wing of Parliament Buildings. 
“This printing department," he said, 
“is housed in the most expensive print- 
l*1® 9$fIce premises in the world—While
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loops, whose Water Act of 1909 was the 
initiatory attempt to place water mat­
ters on a sound basis. However, the 
ltoss measure, although an attempt 
under proper ativi $nt, sadly lacked 
machinery for the creation of adminis­
trative powers.

Government Ownership.
The general complaint Mr. Jones 

had to make was that under f‘ie pro­
posed legislation bond holders in
the various water irrying compan­
ies would not su. ciently protected 
and the only way ho could see oqt of 
the present •',|lemma was a suggestion 
amounting practically to Government 
ownership. On the other hand Mr. 
Anderson pointed out to the Okanagan 
member that people usually invested 
in irrigation concerns with their eyes 
open, while the fundamental principle 
promoting the Government now was its 
first and foremost duty of protecting 
the tiller of the soit

To (the argument.' advanced by Mr.
I Jones ,))pt V. ° w^i, was responsible tor 

the,,p,, . r. pRI condition of the
compands ^èstipn, the nqçmber for
Kamloo* * one’ or t*v‘J /- "-s where '
the argu^, - could n 'twined.
For instance there we Jlowna
Irrigation Company In 'y.,uHe late
manager ut the defuti _tiStblnion 
Trust Company took a feef*1 dpal of 
interest. The failure of thv #üst took 

| with it to oblivion a large Sum repre­
senting the sinking fund for the bond 
floated by the Kelowna Irrigation 
Company- and very similar fate had 

I attended the Columbia Valley Orchard 
I Compaq Limited.

Different . instances.,
The member foi^froainloops .suggest­

ed that Mr.■- Jones’? supporting.- àrgu- 
ment for Government1 ownership re­
cruited from the policies adopted in 
Egypt and India ^ weak, because in- 
the countries -'•forred to it was not to 
be expected ti;£l the Ethiopian would 
be capable of instituting the modern 
method of irrigation. In consequence, 
primitive metntiSs had to be sup­
planted and flWermment action wfts 
the only fea7 yfti procedure, since the 
possibility of private enterprise was 
remote In the" extreme.

On the subject of water communities 
Mr. Anderson was able to s£eaki with 
authority since tie bad the honor of 
filling the post of first President of the 
Heffley Creek Water Users' associa­
tion, which took in a large ^Aterahed 
tributary to the North Thompson River, 
near Kamloops.

In closing ♦•he up-countrÿ member 
expressed the hope thqt somfc move 
would be made to more intensely culti­
vate the rich Indian Reserve land ad­
jacent. to transcontinental railway 
systema; and here he alluded to the 
“infamous report" of the Indian Com­
mission and its huge cost to the coun­
try.

J. E. W. Thompson, member for 
Grand F writs, adjourned the debate 
until t|^evening session of Monday

Thé Railway Manta.
The member for Omineca was by no, 

means at a loss for shot and shell with 
which to pound the member for Fort 
George, and jthe major part of his ad­
dress dwelt on the “historical" phase 
of the land situation; at the same time 
his observations were warmly com­
mendatory of the measure introduced 
by the Hon. Mr. Pattullo. Going back 
a decade, Mr. Manson said that it was 
not perhaps the fault of the member 
for Fort George that thç lands of the 
Province were unsurveÿed ten years 
ago a,nd that no systematic care for 
the settler in the way of roads, trails, 

àMiools, existed. The Minister 
that time been surrounded by 

colleagues n possessed of the railway 
idea and f vho were railway mad. Ex­
ploitation and not development had 
been the slogan of the day.

No Danger.
Mr. Manson reminded the House that 

there were hundreds of thousands of 
acre* of.-surveyed lands both in the 
Omineca And ,Cariboo ; «ngs waiting 
settloment--^a fact in itself, he said, 
refusing ttie' ’i&i’ra of the member for 
Fort George <$tet withdrawal for pre­
emption of) s-mqurveyed lands would 
mean, he. !#ftnination of settlement in 
the. Peace • v^r section. All that was 
required in *nef two sections named 
was the Agement of making the 
lands available at reasonable cost. On 
the other ha,A«it could be depended 
upon that the Government would see 
that when the railway reached the 
Peace River Country there would be 
no waiting for the surveyor. Mr. 
Manson similarly defended the policy 
of small leaseholders advocated by the 
Minister of Lands since it proved to 
him that Mr. Pattullo was carefully 
shepherding . thé producing class—a 
very necessary matter at the moment 
particularly.

Mr, Yoraton, member for Cariboo, 
adjourned the debate and the Bill still 
remains in Committee.

FOR PRI
While Mineral Exhibit Lan­

guishes in Back Street, 
Says Mr. Weart

ADVOCATES TRANSLATION 
AT THE EARLIEST MOMENT

/ OMINECA MEMBER IS 
IN ACCORD WITH ACT

Defends Land Policy as Out­
lined in Mr. Pattullo's New 

Measure

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 6.

For some oonsiderauie time this af- 
ternoon A. M. MatptOf .. member tor 
Omineca. dealt-wl,.. v*iti *t the
Bill to amend the Land «. tied by 
the member tor Fort Geor le eald 
at the commencement tuai he was 
afraid Mr. Ross had spoken more from 
a sense of political duty than from 
any very keqn sense of appreciatlon of 
the merits of the proposed measure. 
To the suggestion that the exodus of 
settlers from Province during the 
last yer V fris accounted for by 
the w» ..itûieon would agree only
«art' 1 he ■ waa fully oonvlnoed
,h__voaf number» bad taken theirST mreby reason of the late Qov- 
. tent's neglect. That tact alone 
<.i>ule It all the more difficult for those 
who stayed.

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 6.

Practically the whole gamut of the 
public service In British Columbia was 
Included In an excellent ninety-minute 
oxpoeltion of detail wlsardry this 
afternoon, when J. W. Weart, the 
member.for South Vancouver, opened 
the debate on the Budget And In hie 
concern for the conduct of the public 
business of the province the South 
Vnnoouver member was neither stingy 
In his bestowal of credit In cases 
where he considered credit wy rightly 
deserved, nor did he mince words In 

■ hie ■ views on matters which 
had failed to captivate, his entire ap­
proval. 1

Special Praise.
To the Minister of Finance on his 

able presentation of the financial posi­
tion and requirent»*la of the province, 
and to the Comptroller-General, whom
he had known years agone, there was 
a special meed of r -also. The eame 
could not be said o the statistical 
branch of thé Department of Agricul­
ture and It Mr. Weart could have his 
way there would doubtless be changes 
here In one connection at least.

Would Remove Printing Works.
Among the many things touched 

upon he came out with the suggestion 
that It would be better business on 
the part of the Government to trans­
late the Printing Department to some! 

palatial home than It at present 1
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half per cent.

Ten Million Profit.
The national Institution would make 

a profit of four and a half per cent, 
which, taken on the capital and re­
serve of the banks in 1917. would mean 
four a half per cent, on two hundred 
and twenty-five millions of money, or 
practically ten millions in the ; ir. It 
wo did act as a reserve bank of :a r< 
discount bank. It would make & pro­
fit in loaning to the Dominldn-^&l- 
ways a borrower. It would make a 
profit in loaning to the provinces and 
municipalities and to the- many do­
mestic banks which would ednie into 
existence, possessing the same pik­
ers that the chartered banks wofold 
enjoy. It would also have the prlvi-

one of the best l1 exhibits In] 
the world is lying Unknown and rarely I 
visited in inadequate premises upon 
the back streets. Blither this exhibit 
should be closed up or should be given 
equal prominence with the provincial 
museum/1 he said, advising Hon. 
William Sloan, Minister of Mines, that 
he take whatever steps were necessary 
in conjunction with the Provincial 
Secretary toward- having the printing 
plant removed, using Its present abode 
for Mr. Sloan's office. Department and 
mineral display.

Figures Awry.
Particular demonstration of his lean­

ing for detail found full play when the 
South Vancouver member arrived at

W. Weart Advocates Na­
tional and Interprovincial 
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WHOLE SYSTEM IS DUE

FOR COMPLETE CHANGE

Believes Merger Conseouences 
Will Become Menace 

Sooner or Later

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 5.

The latter part of J. W. Weart's speech 
in the Legislature this afternoon was 
confined to an interesting survey of 
banking conditions as they exist in ] 
Canada at the present time. Ip his ‘ 
i pinion the Dominion has arrived at a 
stage when a change in the whole sys­
tem is absolutely necessary. He takes 
the stand that it Is time the states step­
ped in and re-assumed, for the benefit 
of the people, the rights and privil­
eges it transferred to the banking 
world under the Bank Act. If some of 
the vast profits accruing to Banking 
Institutions to-day were ever to revert 
to the proletariat there was only one 
way to ensure it, and that lay in the 
establishment of a national institution.

Precedent Created.
The fact that Parliament renewed 

the charters of the existing banks for 
a period of ten years in ISIS would be 
no deterrent factor in the annulment 
of the privilege just in the same way as 
the permit to the distillery had been set 
at nought by the Parliament which 
gave it. He contended that sooner or 
later Parliament would be forced to 
accept public opinion ir this, as It had 
done In other matte , and that the 
quicker It wasreco nixed that any pro­
fit resultant of th% state’s exercise of

1.536,000 in Alberta. "But." said the 
speaker, “after looking over these re­
turns and interviewing the statistician 
of the Agricultural Department, in 
order to learn the basis of this figur­
ing—I received the most amateurish 
answer imaginable. I was told that 
more than 19,000 inquiries were sent 
out to B. C. farmers, asking them to 
report and reports were made in 46 
per cent, of the cases. Then the totals 
of cattle, sheep and swine reported 
was divided by 4C and multiplied by 
100—by which process the statistician 
derived the figures quoted In the 
bulletin." __ 1

Too Much For Him.
The method of calculation was too 

much for Mr. Weart and he suggested 
that there were no nineteen thousand 
farmers in this province. It was, 
moreover, safe to assume that larger 
[armera would make the requested re­
turn to the Government “It to safe 
to say that twenty p*r cent, of the 
number who reported would more than 
equal the gross number of ,swine, sheep 
and cattle owned by the remaining 
fifty-four per cent who did not make 
the requested return." said he. Upon 
this basis, which he thought reason­
able or at least not so amateurish, 
said Mr. Weart the cattle, sheep and 
swine of British Columbia would not 
exceed 149.909 bead, or ten per cent, 
of the figures of Alberta.

Municipal Matters.
Reverting to the question of muni­

cipal sinking funds, the speaker said ■ 
that of twenty-eight district muni­
cipalities within the province nine had 
no debt ten had no deficit in sinking 
fund, while nine had a deficit aggre­
gating StTa.999. Of the city' mun ici- 
VAlities four had no debt two were not 
known, 'Mrteen had no deficit and six­
teen ha- a deficit aggregating $1.999.- 

i *99- C . 'btned. this municipal sinking 
fund tb it bras $1.669.099. On Dec­
ember 1916. there was «4.399.999 to 

.the erst ’ of city municipalities and 
$341.999 u the credit of district munt-
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age held by the bank over commercial
institutions fn other words, accord­
ing to Mr. Weart. It wowtd mean the 
i<medylng of a mistake and simultané 
*u*ly removing an injustice ^ 

National Institution.
A National Institution would be at once 

the custodian of the forty odd millions 
now In the Post Office Savings Bank, 
proceeded the speaker. It would be the 
custodian of the capital and reserve of 
the present chartered banka It would 
then have the right to issue to the sev­
eral chartered banks national rotee 
equal to their capital and reserve It 
would have the right to loan to the 
chartered banks an equal amount In 
rational currency at four and one-halt 
per cent, giving ta those institutions 
the use of their capital and reserve, 
which they now enjoyed and an equal 
amount in national currency, not Is­
sued by themselves at very little above 
th« cost of printing; bu, at the low 
;ste of four and a half per cent,amp!-

sveoeat at that date of $6.131.999.
la t to connection Mr. Weart urged number by the fourthat 2>, mon 191 of U* Municipal Act

the Union Bank of Canada or Newfor each municipality to deposit sink Incorporating Inter-Pro vtnisg funds with the Minister of Fin Bank, each province subscribingsac*, who could allow five per cent live million
on their, giving the municipalities the jalnt capital $39.999.990

lrings interest enjoy theof over *99,099 a year. !«•*•« Institution,The province
base the prtrUeso oftin uni -Mper money; have

oses ,Sam*—the, effecting a direct
net-* et than IlM.Me a year.

laetltutkro
la cxa:,rol of an at the

provinces appertain
In* to the

other elmltar public
nfcnetom Who Would Understand

Its fair

and by

tiunenctlona
'-are them on n par with other
g Institutions who were
an their

t such
us the issue cf except that Hie



MONDAY, APRIL 8, 1918

TWO SITTINGS EACH 
DAY UNTIL THROUGH

I
i

MEET GOVERNmEnT 
TO DISCUSS ACT Two Weeks Should See Legis­

lature at End of Its 
Business

The Reasons for Alteration. '
With the chief remedies already re­

ferred to it is of interest to note the 
variety of interesting detail quoted by , 
Mr. Weart during theM&mstruction of 
his remedial arguments. He very 
îaturally sounds .the fundamental 
query-by asking whether it is in the 
best interest of the nation to continue 
the present banking system leading 
to a final, grabbing of.the whole finan­
cial fteÿtc by the few, or whether a 
f '.non... institution should be estab­
lished posses^ng the power to issue 

r iqoney and to take deposits. 
Starting out on^tfïe truïSm that the 1 
present system lends the credit of the 
nation to the banking institutions, he 
sought to show how those same institu­
tions were part anti parcel with com­
merce generally of an interlocking of 
directors fostering a combination In 
trade which was unquestionably a 
menace to the people.

Forces Gradually Combining.
Mr. Weart cited the various mergers 

and how the process had dwindled the 
number <* banking institutions with 
every prospect of a still further whit­
tling down. In 1889 forty-one banks 
were doing business in Canada as 
against * :*nly nineteen In 1918. This 
latter niMiber he disposed of in two 
groups, the! Montreal, Commerce and 
Royal, twvl*the second group th*. j; 
maining Vixteen banks. He alli^<|ç£ 
the stav*.-.sent made by Sir
White ii 1^5 in which 
sounded.., ‘sounded..,v,T p.roing that the 
merger * f r,: s Royal Rank iff i 
Bank of, j~ff^Upn would, not tie îû*’tf.e 
best inte^rt of/Janad^. tetf&nljMt
could not /,'frcot^deredJ,or » moment, 
that the-u Of TBrlv. North
America consider» a’'Weak
banking '• v said the South
Vancou.x interrogating the
pqsitlon t. ^ Talk of merger a!s 
they woul< ^eaker clung to the
belief that fOip/.-nation meant purely 
and simply'rest! lint of trade. He was 
n‘6t agreeing with the figures quoted in 
the Canada Gazette included in the 
Bank returns for the fiscal year ending 
April, 1917, which placed the valued 
amount of bank premises at $49,989,000 
—they would fetch In the open market 
millions more than that, he said.

Profits Greater Than Capital.
Dealing with the reserve capital and 

bank premises Mr. Weart observed 
that the undistributed excess profits 

*ov the dividends paid out have been 
pal-' - reserve and Invested in bank 
prem s. That was to say the undis- 
tribui excess profits were greater 
to-da> than the total capital of the 
banks and it was Impossible to state 
Just how much the bank premises had 
*ost, their value, however represented 
xcess profits. He went on to show 

that according to the bank clearings 
for the year 1916, the business of the 
country aggregated $10,657,000,000, or 
some forty-seven times the total cap­
ital and reserve of the whole of the 
banks of Canada.

The Banks’ Advantage.
As a final reference In support of 

his argument relating to the injustice 
of the present system and the need 
for the national institution, Mr. Weart 
reminded the House that the Do­
minion had given power under the 
Bank Act for the banks to take de­
posits and by the Issuing of paper 
money equalling their capital they had 
an enormous advantage over any com­
mercial institution. And by the power 
the banks had received, through the 
Bank Act, to receive the deposit of the 
people of Canada tb?v had been able 
to gather in 1,846 millions of the peo­
ple's money in current and savings ac­
counts. That cost the banking Insti­
tutions, It was ss'«l, not more than two 
and five-eighths per oeuL per annum— 
a large per cent, of which they loaned 
to commercial incitations at a great 
profit.

Many V» ould Close.
There was also to be considered the . 

fact that, following the establish­
ment of the national institution, the ! 
only one possessing the power to is- I 
sue papet* money, td receive deposits ; 
and deal with exchange, there would I 
be no necessity for some three thou­
sand branches of chartered banks to 
remain open. Many of them, he said, 
were established solely for the purpose 
of taking deposits while all that would 
dose, or a number of them, could be , 
replaced by the parent institution.

| Proposed Changes Outlined 
Will Make Law More 

Workable

Legislative Press dalley,
April 8.

Prohibition movement representa­
tives were unsuccessful to-day in their 
attempts to induce the Government to 
pass legislation forbidding the sale 
outside of {he province of liquor brew­
ed or distilled within B. C. Under the 
existing Prohibition Act a brewery or 
distillery is able to sell liquor to 
points outside of B. C., from which 
British Columbians may purchase, the 
liquor never actually leaving the prov- 

; lnce, but upon order of the outside 
firm being delivered direct from the 
brewery .to the home of the ultimate

The deputation which discussed the 
question with AttomeytOeneral Farris 
to-day stated that this was virtually 
an evasion of the Act and should be 
eliminated by amendment to the pro­
hibition legislation. They also sought 
to have the right taken away from 
B. C. agents of outside firms to take 
orders for liquor.

In replying the Attorney-General 
pointed out that the Dominion Order- 
in-Council did away with both condi­
tions. complained of until one year 
after the war unless extended, that 
the prohibitionists would be free to 
bring the situation before the Govern­
ment at another session. He intimated 
that the only amendments to the Act 
this year would be those related to 
administration, and that it was not in­
tended to alter the principle of the Act 
this session.

Proposed Amendments.
Among the amendments to be intro­

duced within the next week will be 
one covering the curious situation 
raised by the Murpy Judgment, in 
which Commissioner Findlay was de­
clared not to have any legal status. He 
will now be given express authority to 
administer the Act under the Attorney- 
General. Provision is to be made that 
manufacturing establishments and 
captains of vessels may keep a small 
amount of liquor on hand for emerg­
ency purposes, such as accidents. 
Manufacturers of extracts and per­
fumes will be given wider lattitude to 
have alcohol for operation on their 
premises necessary. A clause is to be 
inserted to the effect that a report from 
a provincial analyist shall be accepted 
as prima facie evidence of the strength 
of any liquor shown as exhibits in 
court proceedings. Formerly permis­
sion given to apartment-house ten­
ants to have liquor applied only to 
apartment blocks in cities. It is plan­
ned now, however, to allow this privi­
lege to all apartment blocks, within the 
meaning of the Act, whether within 
cities, towns or municipalities, and 
they will be known hereafter as apart - 

!ment houses. Power will be given the 
policy authorities to confiscate any 
liquor illegally kept. Under the present 
Act confiscation could only take place 

; If the liquor was illegally for sale. In 
j future It need not be necessarily for 
sale to render it lable for confiscation.

Tile Deputation.
This morning’s deputation comprised 

John Nelson, Rev. J. S. Henderson and 
('Cecil Klllum. It was introduced by 
Gerald G. McGeer, M. P. P.

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 8.

Commencing to-day the Legislature- 
will speed up the dispatch of its bus» 
ness by holding two sittings per diem.. 
Whether or not the inclusion of the 
night hours for duty will enable the 
House to rise before the passing of 
another two weeks remains to be seen; 
Many of the measures now before the 
members are in committee stage while 
the majority of them are not of a very 
contentious nature.

The amendments to the Land Act 
and Water Act will probably reqùire 
some additional discussion while the 
Game Act, somewhat drastically af­
fecting Game Protection and Provin­
cial Police services, will doubtless en­
gage a considerable amount of atten­
tion from the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, who adjourned the debate on the 
second reading of the Bill.

Taxation Amendments, the City of 
Victoria Relief Bill and the promised 
measure ratifying the settlement/ in 
connection With the acquirement by 
the Province of the Pacific Great East­
ern Railway will also doubtless be 
fruitful of discussion.

Lieut. Frank J. MacKenzle, Conser­
vative member for the Delta, who re­
turned from the front last week to 
take his seat in the House, will con­

tinue the debate on the Budget this 
afternoon while J. E. W. Thompson, 
member for Grand Forks, will take the 
floor at this evening’s sitting in con­
tinuance of the debate on the second 
reading of the proposed Bill to amend 
the Water Act. The member for Cari­
boo, J. Torston, adjourned the de­
bate on the Land Act following the 
speech of Alec. Manson, member for 
Omineca, on Friday afternoon last. He 
will deal with land conditions in the 
Cariboo.

Important amendments to the Work­
men’s Compensation Act as already 
foreshadowed in these columns as well 
as certain alterations to the British 
Columbia Prohibition Act, will be, in­
troduced by the Attorney-General 
during the latter, part of the present1 
week. The former will be implement­
ed by a provision including withiii 
the scope of the Act’s operation all 
employees of the Government, —’ " 
that section of the “dry law" :
ultra vires by the judgment____ _
Justice Murphy In the recent lib«d ac­
tion brought against the Prohibition 
Commissioner, will be specifically de­
fined insofar as It relates to the ap-' 
pointment and duties of the Commis-

8374388^
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GETTING UNDER 
WAY WITH PLAN 

FOR SETTLEMENT
Major Ashton of Soldier Settle­

ment Board Meets Pre­
mier Oliver

For the purpose of discussing the 
question of land settlement for re­
turned soldiers, Major E. J. Ashton, of 
the Federal Soldiers* Settlement Board, 
waited upon Premier Oliver thfs morn­
ing. The matter was dealt witjj In 
more or less of a general manner and 
it will not be possible for any an­
nouncement to be made as to what ar­
rangement will be arrived at between 
the Provincial and Dominion Govern­
ments until after conferences have 
taken place between the Major and the 
Provincial Land Settlement Board. 
Before leaving for Ottawa Major Ash­
ton will again go into the matter with 
the Premier.

Chatting with a representative of 
The Times following his interview 
with the Premier. Major Ashton said 
that any plan for British Columbia 
must be regarded at the jnoment as 
tentative, since his visit herp Is con­
cerned with the, question of what can 
be arranged in this province for the 
returned man. While considerable 
progress has already been made in re­
spect of the prairie provinces, he says 
there are still many modifications to 
»nd alterations necessary to meet 
varied conditions.

In Southern Saskatchewan and 
Sou hern Alberta over $160,000 are re­
presented in preliminary loans under 
the plan jprovided in the Dominion Act 
oat sed last session. And in connection 
with the loaning section of the Act 
Premier Oliver assured Major Ashton 
Lhat the Provincial Government was 
ready and willing to. give its heartiest 
jo-operation with that of the Domin­
ion and would proceed on the basis of 
free land and reasonable terms of set­
tlement, utilizing the machinery of the 
Land Settlement Board. Tÿie pro 
vince, however, would expect to be 
aided by the Dominion loaning ma­
chinery.

With che general programme of co­
operation from this province the major 
was well pleased, but was not in a po­
sition to make any specific announce­
ment in particular relation to the Fed­
eral Board's programme for British 
Columbia. Upon his return to Ottawa 
the major will lay the whole of the 
data secured before the whole Board, 
when an announcement will follow.

Major Ashton expects to return east­
ward over the Grand Trunk and hopes 
to leave for Prince Rupert on Wednes­
day next

CITY’S RELIEF BE 
PROGRESSING pm

Considerable Elasticity Let Into 
Measure at This Morn­

ing's Sitting

Legislative Press Gallery,

Five out of the six parts of the Citv'e Relief Bllf have now t^n disp  ̂Vf 

h.v the Private Bills Committee. Pah 
five dealing with the Local Improve­
ment section was opened for discus­
sion by F. A. McDlarmld at Friday 
mornings sitting and artalng out of 
his criticism* Of those provisions 
deemed by him as detrimental to many

owners the spirit of cJuipromise woe 
evident this merging.

One Commission.
Agreement was reached that one 

commission only should be appointed 
! with its functions to deal with both 
local improvement and the adjustment 
of general taxes, thus avoiding a mul­
tiplication of bodies more or less treat­
ing with different angles of the same 
suoject. That section in the o iginal 
Bill empowering the «commis: .on to 
differentiate between those wl. have 
received compensation for expropria­
tion and those who have not has now- 
been eliminated by mutual c- .sent.

Specific Powers.
The commission will be limited to 

three members who may subdivide 
themselves into committees; the mem­
bers are to be appointed by any Judge 
of the Supreme Cdurt and the amount 
of each member's remuneration will be 
determined by the Court on formal ap­
plication; no person shall be eligible to 
sit , who has received compensation for 
land expropriated since 1910; the re­
port of the commission shall be signed 
by not less than two members; its de­
liberations shall be public and the 
commissioners will be bound to take 
evidence on oath; they shall have 
power to reconsider qnd vary the re­
port at any time before adoption by

I
the City Council; there will be no date 
set within which the commissioners 
shall render such report; power will 
also be vested in the City Council to 
deal with local improvement cases of 
the more trivial nature.

Many Changes.
The foregoing provisions alter very 

materially the original draft of the Bill 
and it will be nbticed that the time for 
report, set previously at July 15 next, 
has now disappeared, while that sec­
tion vesting the City Council with the 
last voice as to those cases which shall 
or shall not be investigated is also 
considerably widened. Defining the 
duties, membership, method of selec­
tion and remunerating of the commis­
sioners also appeared to meet with the 
approval of all parties represented be­
fore the committee this morning.

Consideration of part six of the Bill 
will proceed to-morrow morning.

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 1918

SEVERAL BILES SET I 
FINAL DISPOSITION!

Order Paper is Being Gradual­
ly Cleared Up by Prompt 

Business

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting, April 8.

Considerable progress was made 
this afternoon with a number of 
measures in Committee stage. The 
Drainage and Dyking Act and the Pre- 
emptors* Free Grants Act, sponsored 
by the Hon. T. D. Pattullo, Minister 
of Lands, received third readings and 
passed through the final stages.

The Committee report on the Pro­
vincial Home Act was adopted and the 
bill will get its third reading at the 
next sitting of the House. The bill In­
tituled an Act to amend the British 
Columbia University Site Act was re­

ported complete as amended, Mr. 
Bowser contributing to the discussion 
dealing with the lease of some 290 

I acres given to the University last year.
The Pool Rooms Act, reference to 

which has already been made in these 
columns, received its second reading 
and was committed. The Inégal Pro­
fessions Act was duly reported com­
plete while the Committee rose and 
reported progress in respect of the 
Act dealing with proportionate allot­
ment of lands held from the Crown 
under agreements to purchase.

The Minimum Wage Bill was shelved 
until the next sitting of the House to 
enable J. W. Weart, the member for 
South Vancouver, to include several 
amendments on the Order Paper. The 
Hon. T. D. Pattullo’s Land Act receiv­
ed its second reading following a com­
mendatory speech from J. Yorston, 
member for Cariboo.

SUGGESTS INCREASED ! 
TAX DN AUTOMOBILES

Hugh Stewart Would Appoint 
Returned Man to Land 

Settlement Board

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Session, April 8. 

With a natural concern for the wel­
fare of his own riding Hugh Stewart, 
the member for Comox, who continued 
the debate on supply at this evening’s 
sitting of the House, regretted to see 
no road appropriation calculated to 
tap the large tracts of land at the 
north end of Vancouver Island. But 
with a realization of the general 
financial situation he would suggest | 
to the Government that settlers In 
those localities be told that transpor- 

: tation facilities were not possible—that 
information with the gentle hint to 
those most vitally concerned, to get 
out, would be a more sensible pro­
cedure than allowing them to remain 
In the vain hope of long looked for 
roads and bridges.

Hopeful Feature.
A hopeful feature of the Budget 

speech was the announcement that the 
farmer was to be relieved of his tax 
liability on farm improvements. He 
hoped that similar treatment would 
follow in respect of the personal tax. 
In reference to roads he suggested that 
a policy of local improvement tax 
would be possible of imposition in 
respect of lands through which such 
transportation avenues would pass. 
Once possessed of roads, land at pres­
ent next <loor to valueless would be 
capable of bearing a reasonable local 
Improvement tax commensurate with 
such enhanced value.

Land Settlement Board.
The member for Comox had arrived 

at the conclusion that a returned sol­
dier should either be given a seat on 
the Land Settlement Board or else a 
specially appointed representative 
should act in conjunction with and as 
an auxiliary to the activities of that 
body. This procedure was the more 
necessary by reason of the fact that— 
despite assertions to the contrary- 
many returned men would choose 
agricultural pursuits.

Increase Motor Tax.
As one source Of Increased revenue 

as a means of providing the where­
withal for roads he would suggest to 
the Government the advisability of 
increasing the motor tax. The modern 
car, he said, was responsible for a 
great amount of damage to the per­
manent highway, draining the pro­
vincial coffers at the expense of new 
roads for essential development pur­
poses. He would also like to see Gov­
ernmental action to thp end that agri­
cultural and timber land should • be 
classified for the purposes of taxation. 
He cited a hypothetical case, showing 
how he would apply the suggestion to 
timber lands In particular so as to 
avoid unequal treatment in cases ap­
parently Identical.

Some Difference,
Mr. Stewart directed the attention 

of the Minister of Finance to the fact 
lhat the Government agency at À1- 
borni was costing $6,297 as against 
$4,265 for Cumberland, where the 
turnover was about three times the 
volume of Alberni. Either the one was 
alarmingly overworked or the other 
was having a good time.

M. A. McDonald, the senior mem­
ber for Vancouver, adjourned the de­
bate and will take the floor to-morrow 
afternoon.
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SOLDIER MEMBER IS 
NOT VERY ROM

Estimates Puzzle Him Some­
what; Public Works Figure 

a "Jack-Pot"

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 8.

Throughout the whole of hie speech ! 
this afternoon it was a very difficult 
matter for Lieut J. F. A. Mackenzie 
to wax enthusiastic over the Govern- 
ment's policy. Continuing the debate 
on supply, the Delta member's obser­
vations scarcely savored of the 
original. With a policy of reconstruc­
tion apparent in every Department 
Lieut. Mackenzie expects that the 
Premier will find the procedure con­
tagious. And in a Cabinet reconstruc­
tion the member for Delta urged upon 
Mr. Oliver'the desirability, of paying 
due regard to the claims of British 
Columbia's womanhood. While the 
suggestion followed a tribute to the 
sixth member for Vancouver, he was 
not specific In hie reference to Cab­
inet overhauling. It had to be con­
ceded, he said, that with a Liberal 
party In power It was only logical to 
suppose that the choice of a successor 
to the late Mr. Brewster should fall 
upon Mr. Oliver. The member for the 
Delta expressed the hope that health 
and strength would be vouchsafed the 
Premier In the carrying out the ardu­
ous duties associated with the office 
of First Minister.

Watch Your Step!
However, the stalwart character and 

parliamentary experience notwith­
standing, he went on to remind the 
House that there had been no more 
relentless critic of the late regime than 
Premier Oliver. Mindful of the First 
Minister's process of pillory on the 
public platform in days gone by, the 
public in general would apply the 
microscope to every move of the 
Premier. He would be subjected to a 
much more keen scrutiny than he 
would suppose, continued Lieut. Mac­
kenzie. In other words, the assump­
tion of his new responsibilities Wg|ild 
be attended by the need to “watch his. 
step,” as the proverbial cat would 
watch the proverbial mouse. Pro­
ceeding, the member for Delta depre­
cated the suggestion from J. W. Weart, 
the member for South Vancouver, that j 
Mr. Oliver should retain the /portfolio 
of agriculture. And Lieut. Mackenzie 
was not distributing any bouquets to 
the Premier in this connection. His 
line of vision seemed to stop dead at 
that point where Increased taxation 
appeared on the horizon. The farmer 
—"the milch cow” of the province— 
according to Lieut Mackenzie, had no 
encouragement; on the contrary, add­
ed imposts had been the reward for 
the man of the soil.

Species of Frightfulness.
A species of frightfulness was the I 

Delta member's epithet for the Seed | 
Protection Act, which had been saved ; 
by the member for Newcastle by an : 
amendment Intended to limit the seed 
protection areas. Apart, however, from 
& general diatribe on its supposed 
shortcomings, Lieut. Mackenzie did not 
"weary” the House with any sort of 
constructive idea of his views for its 
betterment—had such bean in time be­
fore the bill passed. At this stage and 
without any apparent connective 
theme, the member for Delta observed 
that an amendment to the Provincial i 
Elections Act directed to make it un- ; 
lawful and Impossible for corporations 
to contribute campaign funds to both 
parties during the same election would 
be good business.

The Premier—“Well that's rich!"! 
The remark was accompanied by an 
audible smile from Mr. Oliver.

The Estimates.
Why on earth the salary of the : 

Comptroller-General should be in-, 
creased to $5,000 per annum was be­
yond the comprehension of the mem­
ber for Delta. How could It be said 
that any Minister was in a position j 
to give his O.K. to any of the amounts j 
placed in tne Estimates as being the 

j exact amount Required. How could it 
lat such a sum was right

9
and how was any Minister in a posi­
tion to say that this or that civil ser­
vant was or was not worthy of his 
hire. Without giving any specific rea­
son for his process of interrogation, 
Lieut. Mackenzie came down to the 
Public Works Department and the 
estimated amount of $1,427,040 set 
down as the figure allocated for road 
construction and maintenance. Was 
this merely a “jack-pot" specially 
created for the Minister of Public 
Works? Speculation as to how much 
his own riding would be §ble to 
snatch from the trough and his guess 
that he might get the odd forty dollars 
took up several minutes of the honor­
able member's time as he proceeded 
to rake up that time-worn subject— 
Patronage,

Heads Dropping in Basket 
In Its policy Of alleged efficiency 

coupled with economy Lieut Mac­
kenzie painted "the picture of a basket 
full of heads. Not only had the gen­
eral decapitation been confined to the 
various sections of the province, but 
the Legislature has gone into the bus­
iness on a wholesale basis, yhe mem­
ber for Delta then proceeded to allude 
to the Game Act now before the Legis­
lature, by which some forty game 
wardens are legislated out of the ser­
vice for reasons already referred to In 
these columns on more than one oc­
casion. He was more than.apprehen­
sive lest the plan foreshadowed by the 
new measure would Impair protection 
of the game of .the province. Since the 
“feathered friends” were an extremely 
valuable asset to British Columbia, It 
was, in his opinion, a great mistake to 
effect what might turn out to be a 
false economy.

Sir Richard McBride.
The Delta member made feeling re­

ference to the passing of Mr. Brew­
ster, and he likewise added his tribute 
to Mr. Speaker Keen and to Premier 
Oliver. Since he had last taken active 
part In legislative proceedings Sir 
Richard McBride, too, had crossed the 
great divide. In alluding to the splen­
did service which Sir Richard had ai­

rways so ungrudgingly shown to British 
Columbia soldiers In London, by his 
Instrumentality in untying official red 
tape, he hoped the House would not 
forget the widow and children of the 
late Agent-GeneraL .Ns

Hugh Stewart, member for Comox, 
moved the adjournment of the debate.

IEGEIÏT STREET'S
"été mm

B. C. House, London, Costs 
50 Per Cent. More Than 

Three. Provinoes
1 v

M. A. MACDONALD GIVES 

STARTLING COMPARISONS

Government to Take 
Bold Strokes for Increased 

Development

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting,. April J 

Just ho^much of a “white tlephant" 
to the Province of British Columbia la 
the famous B. C. House in London, j 
England, was clearly shown by M. A. 
Macdonald, the senior member for 
Vancouver, during the first part of his 
address on Supply this afternoon. In 
his reference to the fixed charges re­
quired to be met by the Government 
in connection with the legacy of the 
late regime he explained to the House 
how the expenditure of this province 
on the upkeep of quarters in the Em­
pire's metropolis compared with the 
Dominion and other Provincial Govern­
ments. With an estimated expense for 
the next twelve months of $90,854, 
whether there was a resident Agent- 
General or not, Mr. Macdonald suggest­
ed that the Government appoint an- 

, other Agent-General. He did not fall ;
1 in hi* tribute, however, to the work of

[
the present acting official, but it had 
to be conceded, he said, that Mr. 
Turner was familiar with conditions in

I British Columbia thirty years ago. 
Startling Comparisons. 

Proceeding to the comparison of pro­
vincial expense with that entailed by 
the important office of Canadian High 
Commissioner in London, the senior 
member for Vancouver said that for the 
year ending March, 1916, the burden 
of the latter—including a special al­
lowance to the acting High Commis­
sioner—did not exceed $54,134. The 
Agent-General for Ontario required 
$22,112 for his year's work; Alberta. 
$20,000; Quebec, $22,000, while British 
Columbia House represented about 
fifty pçr cent, more of an expense than 
the cost entailed for the upkeep of 
Quebec, Ontario and Alberta combined, 
or $41,000 more than the expense of 
the London Agency of the Dominion 

j Department of the Interior, and $36,000 
I more th|in the offices of the Canadian 
High Commissioner.

Good Bookkeeping.
Passing on to a more specific refer­

ence to the estimates now before the 
House, the -enlor member for Van 
couver was glad to note the satisfac- 

i tory change in Provincial bookkeeping 
so that the assets and liabilities of 

1 the Province could be presented in a 
l much clearer manner. The items dis- 

L- posed of as “miscellaneous" were a 
decided improvement on the methods 
adopted by the late regime since they 
were made applicable to each depart­
ment and not lumped into a three oi 
four million figure. Pitiless publicity 
and clearness was the first step in 
the direction of public economy, be­
cause. he said, upon the clearness and 
simplicity in the setting out of the 
figures in the estimates, depended the 
ability of the Legislature to maintain 
that thorough control of expenditure 
which was its most important duty. 

Frenzied Finance.
The serious state of the Province's 

finances was the chief reason, con­
tinued Mr. Macdonald, for the pro- ! motion of industrial enterprises. And 
while on this subject the Vancouver 
member took occasion to refer to the 
general financial condition, starting 
out with the fundamental reasons for 
the correction of the present state of 
affairs—more population and more 
industries. It was established that 
the late regime must accept responsi­
bility for the P. G. E. fiasco and it 
was equally well established that the 
high taxes necessary to be imposed by 
the present administration were due in 
their entirety to the frenzied financing 
of his-friends opposite. In ten short 
years there had been developed a de­
ficit of over eighteen millions of dol­
lars and Municipalities had followei 
with their difficulties, creating a mosi 
serious situation.

Must Strike Boldly.
But the very fact that the. financial 

burden was heavy, continued B$r. Mac­
donald, w-as all the more reason why 
the Government should not stand still, 
but Institute a programme of indus­
trial development. A bold stroke oii 
sane lines to support and attract in­
dustrial concerns to do business in 
British Columbia and especially to 
promote agricultural production was 
the solution which lay ahead of an 
admittedly difficult path. The suc­
cessful prosecution of the war, ol 
course, was the matter of supreme im­
portance said Mr. Maçdonald as he 
proceeded to show how very closely 
allied to that successful prosecution 
were the suggestions he had made.

Labor.
“We now have a labor department in 

this province," he proceeded. “The 
policy of the Liberal party at all times 
more closely approximates to the de­
mands and ideals of labor than the 
reactionary principles of the Conser­
vative party, and this will always con­
tinue to be the case. The Liberal party- 
stands for the masses. We sometimes 
hear of the unjust demands of labor.
I venture to say that for every single 
unjust demand of labor we can point 
to a hundred instances of men In err 
trol of capital and large interests using 
their power to obtain unjust exactions 
from the people. Let us. In a spirit of 
fairness all round, seek to bring about 
such just conditions of labor in re­
spect to wages and hours of employ­
ment that will, if not end, at least les­
sen the serious disturbances and con­
flicts which arise from time to time. 
This is a prime necessity if we are to 
go on unhampered with a programme 
of Industrial development in this prov-
inCe Healthy Growth Gradual.

Mindful of the record of the late 
Government and the attendant diffi­
culty of solving with any degree of 
rapidity the question of getting the 
lands of the province producing their 
natural due, Mr. Macdonald reminded 
the House that growth, to be healthy, 
was always gradual. Artificial aids 
might stimulate for the moment but 
they were worse than useless in the 
end. He said that the present Govern­
ment had placed a Land Settlement 
Act on the statutes which should have 
been there ten years ago and which, to
his mind, had only one fault—It did not 
go far enough. That, however, could be, 
remedied, the details of which he was
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not intending to deal with. ‘T merely 
say this." he continued, “that the time
has arrived; doubly so In view of what 
I fear may be the almost tragic need 
for food production, when provision 
must be made for the compulsory ac­
quirement upon fair terms of crown 
lands now held by absentees. That is 
sound policy, and it is not without pre­
cedent. It has taken place in New 
Zealand with splendid results."

Get Your House a Tenant.
Looking into the future Mr. Mac­

donald waxed apprehensive as to the 
possibilities of getting settlers under 
present conditions now or after the 
war. It was useless to prepare a fine 
house unless there- was a tenant In 
prospect “Will the reconstruction 
needs of Europe after the war absorb 
all the available labor and population 
not maimed and broken By this ghast­
ly Kaiser-made war? Will even the 
United States," he asked, "as well as 
European countries seek to retain, 
even by legislation, their own popula- 

. tions? It is not safe to prophesy, but 
I believe we are Justified In believing 
that wé can get a fair share of Immi­
grants for this province. I believe we 
can attract, if we offer as we should 
offer, the most general terms to our 
returned soldiers, not only a fair per­
centage of our own men from British 
Columbia, but also a large number of 
returned men who enlisted from the, 
other provinces in Canada. Climatic 
conditions in this province should 
over-balance the advantages of the 
prairie provinces. I believe we can get 
many settlers from t£e Western 
States if we’ll only go after them and 
not be afraid to spend a little money 
in establishing agencies at different 
points. Just as Sir Clifford Sifton did 
after 1896 to bring this about. Certain 
It Is we must prepare for the future."

Tribute to Late Premier.
In conclusion of this section of his 

speech Mr. Macdonald was anxious to 
see vigorous action on the part of the 
Government directed to the encourage­
ment of the stock raising industry. 
Here again he opined that the ma­
chinery of the Land Settlement Board 
could be utilized to good purpose.

At the outset of his remarks Mr. 
Macdonald paid an eloquent tribute to 
the late Mr. Brewster, with whom he 
had been closely associated both in 
fair weather and stormy. He alluded 
to the dead Premier as a man of the 
highest principles and Imbued always 
with the will and ability to do the 
right thing. Brevity of allusion was 
by no means to be interpreted as his 
wealth of appreciation. Mr. Speaker 
Keen was suitably complimented on 
his absolute fairness In decision In the 

. position occupied by him. and Premier 
Oliver similarly came in for sincere

Weart amendment, Instead of can­
celling such record only the propor­
tion of land represented by the part­
ners would bp eliminated and the re­
cord left in good standing. The Min­
ister of Lands was in accord with the 
amendment and accepted IL 

“Thlevery.,,
W. R. Ross, the member for Fort 

George, wanted to know what was to 
be done in respect of timber on pre­
empted land. Hon. Mr. Pattulio said 
it was the intention to collect the 
stumpage. He said he believed much 
land in the Fort George district had 
been staked as agricultural land, but 
really to net the timber thereon. Inti­
mating his belief in the ul< 
pose of such land locatif 
Oliver said it was the 
plan to put à stop to 
kind of thievery,"

Mr. Ross said the men who had 
staked these lande were still doing 
business in the old way. The Premier 
replied that If they were their dealings 
in the "old way" would have short 
shrift.

“Of course I suppose that it will de­
pend upon their political color," sug­
gested the member for Fort George

"Right is right, no matter what the 
politics," was the retort of Mr. Oliver.

That Delegation.
The member for Newcastle spoke of 

the forthcoming delegation of returned 
soldiers who planned a “massed at­
tack" on the Parliament Buildings in 
an endeavor to impress the Govern­
ment with their complete dissatisfac- 

; tioh with conditions generally. It was 
a bad situation, and he feared a seri­
ous complexion unless the Government 
paid a good deal more attention than it 
appeared to be showing at present.

Hon. Mr. Pattulio interjected tha< 
practically eveiy minute of the day for 
months past had been devoted to the ! 
problem. But it was a puzzle bristling ! 
with complexities; it nevertheless ,was 
assuming shape, and much would bo 
possible. f

M. A. Macdonald; “It is difficult on 
account of the old policy."

George Bell, second member for Vic­
toria, opined tliat the matter was 
primarily one in which the Dominion 
Government would have to lead the 
way.

The committee rose and reported 
progress.

BILL INTRODUCED
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No "Thievery" Permitted Un-: 
I • der Land Act, Says Pre­

mier Oliver

SOLDIERS’ DELEGATION 

REFERRED TO IN HOUSE

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 8.

At this evening’s sitting of the 
House, Premier Oliver introduced hla, 
Bill Intituled the Greater Production 
BUI, the details of Which have already, 
been referred to in these columns. 
The measure In question is designed to '

| provide municipalities with power to I 
conscript vacant lots suitable for the ! 
production of foodstuffs. Proper safe- '

‘ guards are Included In the Bill and a j 
system of permits militating against; 
abuse and hardship to owners of lots. ! 
The measure received Its first reading, j 

Land Act j
J. W. Weart, the member for South 

Vancouver, Introduced an Important 
change to the proposed Land Act 
Amendment In Its second reading 
stage. Mr. Weart’s alteration Is de­
signed to make, easier the lot of land 
pre-etnptors In obtaining certificates 
of improvements to the case of .part- L 
Uerships where one or more of them 
may abandon hie Interest Voder the

Deprecates Consolidation Plan 
for Provincial Police and 

Game Branches

SAYS DEPARTMENT HAS 

MADE HANDSOME PROFIT

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Bitting, April 8.

It was a foregone conclusion that the 
second reading of the bill to amend 
the Game Act would be provocative of 
a considerable amount of critical com­
ment from the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. Mr. Bowser took up the theme 
at 5.25 this afternoon atod had not 
nearly exhausted his notes when the 
hands of the clock pointed to six and 
the adjournment for supper was taken.

Why Abolish a Profit.
One of the outstanding puzzles to.the t 

Leader of the Opposition In connec- j 
tlon with the matter under debate was 
the fact that the Government should 
Institute legislation virtually, as he 
chose to call It, wiping out the Game 
Department of the province, when the : 
records for the past five years had! 
gone1 to show that there had been an ; 
annual surplus In Its administration of 
122,500, or a total profit of |112,500. 
Furthermore he contended that the ' 
policy foreshadowed In the Attorney-

t
General’s bill was a menace to the,
safety of game to general tn British |

'' ^

most important asset In serious 
jeopardy, to say nothing of the loss to 
the province In cold cash.

Election Echo.
At the outset of his remarks the ' 

Leader of the Opposition alluded to the 
i Attorney-General's - proposal as an 
iecho of the general election, although 
primarily an echo of the 1916 session, 
when the senior member for Van- 1 

j couver, M. A. Macdonald, had given 
i voice to the view that such an ar- 
j rangement as that Included in the 
; bill under review should be brought 
i about. However, since the reorganiza­
tion had formed part of pre-election 
promises, Mr. Bowser supposed that it 
was incumbent upon the present At­
torney-General to go ahead with the 
scheme and consolidate Provincial 
Police with the Game Department. 
But why, persisted the Opposition 
Leader, had it not been propose* to 
amalgamate the duties of the fire 
wardens with those of the game ward­
ens; that would have been -a plan as-

I
sured of a much more favorable re­
ception among those either directly or 
indirectly connected with game, he

Uniforms; A "Great” Question.
Mr. Bowser naively suggested that 

the Attorney-General had made much 
of the "great" question of whether or 
r.ot the Provincial Police should be 
uniformed; the point had been labored 
in newspaper interviews, he said. Ap­
parently. however, that "great" ques­
tion was still under consideration, con­
tinued the Leader of the Opposition 
with a dash of satire injected into the 
word "great." He assured the House 
that he had no objection whatsoever 
to the plan to reorganize the Pro­
vincial Police so long as the process 
of reconstruction had no damaging 
t rfect on the game of the province. 
The question of co-operation in the 
protection of game from the members 
of the Provincial Police force was not 
original by any means, suggested Mr. 
Bowser, since he had taken up that 

'%vtiry subject during the period in 
which he had filled the role of At­
torney-General; that, however, was 
purely co-operative in principle and 
not substitution.

The Defunct Department.
From this point Mr. Bowser took the 

members back to the time thirteen 
years ago when Bryan Williams was 
appointed to the position now Intend­
ed to be legislated out of existence. 
At that time the public was scarcely 
appreciative of^he value to the pro­
vince of its game. While it could not 
be gainsaid that then funds were a 
good deal more plentiful, it had also 
to be recognized that a very efficient" 
Department had been built up. He 
alluded to the agitation which had 
preceded the InQiction of the gun 

% license. This course of action was 
largely determined by persistent ef­
forts on the part of game associations 
as well as the public generally and In 
1912 Mr. Bowser himself had the 
pleasure of Introducing an amendment 
to the Game Act providing a license 
fee of five dollars for the use of the 
gun. That action he had never re­
gretted, neither had those members 
of his party whom he saw on his side 
of the House to-day.

Why? He Asks.
"Now why bring In legislation 

threatening to wipe away the Game 
Department when that very branch of 
the service has nothing but a good 
record and a handsome credit balance 
as the proof of its efficient adminis­
tration," asked the Opposition Leader 
with a punch In his voice. Mr. Bowser 
proceeded to Inform the House that 
he had reason to believe that during 
the last year it Would be found that 
a surplus of anywhere from twelve to 
fifteen thousand dollars would accrue 
to the Treasury in respect of the 
Game Department And It had to be 
remembered that this profit was made 
at a time when everything that 
savored of a luxury was yielding to 
matters more utilitarian.

From Wyoming.
The Leader of the Opposition depre­

cated the action of Mr. Farris in his 
alleged lack of interest in the welfare 
of the Red Deer of the province and 
he was particularly censorious In the 
matter of the Attorney-General’s al­
leged lack of appreciation of the 
value of the elk. Here Mr. Bowser re­
lated a story of how some fine speci­
mens of elk had been imported by the 
late regime from Wyoming in order
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the B. C. Electric.
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lo ,mPlement the species in the pro- 
'lnce- These animals had been sent 
to Okhalla Prison Farm—without the 
option of a fine—and . lo and behold 
the Attorney-General had come along 
and because there had been a little 
difficulty In obtaining hay he had set 
about finding a market to get rid of 
these special “Wyoming” elk.

Elk Rescued.
The Dominion Government was not 

slow to avpll itself of the opportunity 
of getting these animals at a small 
price. But here again the Attorney- 
General, he said, would not counte­
nance a cent by way of shipping ex­
penses. This had got to the ears of 
the Vancouver Game Association, who, 
loath to let the transaction take place 
at a time when removal would be In­
jurious to the elk, defrayed the cost of 
shipping them to Lillooet, where the 
animals were still “doing well.” 
“But,” said Mr. Bowser, "the province 
had not the Attorney-General to thank 

i *or success which attended the efforts 
: of the Game Association."

At this point the House adjourned 
until 8.30 p.m.

Evening Sitting.
Mr. Bowser resumed his speech at 

10.55 p. m., and briefly recounted the 
license revenues of other provinces and 
some states of the Union. He again 
Iterated his belief that the proposed 
amalgamations of Game and Police, 
Departments meant disaster to game j 
preservation. “The Attorney-General 
has never taken the Game Department ! 
seriously," continued the Leader of the 
Opposition as he proceeded to show to 
the House how certain efficient offi­
cials had been remo /ed from the service 
ord replaced by "good Liberals.” “They 
tell me that when he comes along his 
breath was reminiscent of a distillery,” 
was Mr. Bowser’s description of a Van­
couver Liberal Ward 2 appointee to the i 
post of Game Warden. He was care- I 
fully tabulating what he described as j 
the class of man upon whom the Gov­
ernment relied for the enforcement of1 
the Game Act. In fact, according to 
the Leader of the Opposition the bar 
habitue of pre-prohibition days—so 
long as he were a Liberal—was gener­
ally sought after to fill the bill.

"Hands Off.”
"Hands off the Grit" would be the 

watchword In the matter of Infrac- i 
lions of the Act, said Mr. Bowser as he | 
began to slip from the logic of hie i 
ergument, while he prophesied execu­
tion for any game warden who should 
chance to punish any Liberal worker.

On the subject of the Police Super­
intendent Mr. Bowser asked what he 
knew of game or the Province in gen­
eral. Not enough, he said. Neither 
had the Attorney-General the neces­
sary knowledge of British Columbia so 
lar as it should be a necessary adjunct 
to a proper understanding of game pro­
tection.

Drawing Long Bow.
Mr. Bowser proceeded to a recital of 

the vast expanses covered by the greet 
game reserves and hew difficult it 
would be to get proper action on the 
depredations of the poacher and yet 
maintain efficient service from the 
police officer in dual role in the polic- 

I ing of his particular section. The mat- 
I ter, said the Leader of the Opposition, 

was one of the most vital importance 
to the Province, and in view of his be­
lief that the Bill under review would 
be of serious detriment to the game of 
the Province he and his colleagues on 
that side of the House would vote 
against the Bill.

Retrograde.
Retrograde was the qualification the 

Leader of the Opposition chose to 
apply to the “move" as he took his

Sej*rank Mobley, member for Atlin, 
adjourned the debate at 11.30 p. m.

■ III
M, A, Macdonald Says Profes­
sional Purist Usually Mantled 

in Hypocritical Garb

Legislative Press Gallery,
Aftemoôn Bitting, April 9.

When he resumed the debate on Sup-i 
ply at this afternoon's sitting of the 
Legislature, M. A. Macdonald, the I 
senior member for Vancouver, dissect­
ed his observations and placed them 
under two distinct headings. The lat­
ter part of his address concerned it­
self with the subject of campaign 
funds and his part in the alleged C. N. 
R. Incident which aroused a good deal 
of public attention during the first 
session of the present Parliament. His 
observations this ’afternoon constituted 
the first public statement from Mr. 
Macdonald himself, and to use his own 
words he declared that he was regard­
ed in some quarters as an authority on 
the subject. The senior Vancouver : 
member left no doubt in the minds of 
his colleagues as to his opinion of the 
motives which actuated the expose by 
the fifth member for Vancouver. He ! 
likewise alluded to the Gregory in-j 
vestigatton as a travesty of Justice and i 
an affront to every principle of de-1 
cency, with cool calculating chicanery 
behind every move made by a few false 
friends. He knew those “friends" very 
well, however, and was convinced of 
the fact that the fifth member for Van­
couver was merely their servant. Mr. 
Macdonald's statement made to the 
House follows in full and his opening 
remarks on the budget speech are re­
ferred to elsewhere In this Issue:

Mr. Macdonald’s Statement, 
j "I wish now to deal with another 
: matter not connected with the Budget.
' You know the old theory still prevails 
that the Crown must listen to the 
grievances of its subjects before it can 
get supply. I have no particular griev­
ance to ventilate, but I wish to take 
advantage of this occasion to clear up 
some matters of a more or less per­
sonal nature,” commenced the Vancou­
ver member. We heard something 
about campaign funds during the 
course of this session. You recall that 
in the debate on the P. G. E. Settle- - 
ment, several honorable gentlemen re­
ferred to that interesting subject I 
am sure honorable gentlemen would 

, also like to hear from me as I am re­
garded in some quarters as an au­
thority on that subject, not from any 
special qualification, but from force of 
circumstances.

Not the C. N. R.
"The Leader of the Opposition in the 

P. G. E. debate, in warding off at­
tacks on himself for his connection 
with a half million dollars, which was 
boldly set aside to procure the char­
ter for that railway and to tafee care 
of the Conservative party, twitted this 
side of the House, and myself in par­
ticular, with having received for the 
Liberal party a contribution of $16,000 
from the C. N. R. I Interjected at the 
time to say that it was not Canadian 
Northern Railway money, to which 
he replied that-the public understood 
where that money came from.

"Let me say here, Mr. Speaker, what 
I have said before, that although with 
the burden chiefly on my shoulders of 
financing the Liberal party for the past 
number of years, contributing large 
sums of money for that purpose for 
legitimate work and to-day still re­
sponsible for large sums, I have never 
sought nor obtained a contribution

ouuiciem xvetusuii.
“When the Leader of the Opposition 

says that $16,000 came from the C. N. 
R., I tell him that Dr. McKenzie swore 
In the most categorical and detailed 
manner that he did not handle one 
cent of railway money, but only a per­
sonal contribution from ft. J. McKen­
zie. Does my honorable friend suggest 
that Dr. McKenzie perjured himself? 
He did not perjure himself—he told the 
truth because. It was understood per­
fectly that I would not accept a con­
tribution from the C. N. R. I did not 
seek that contribution—it was accepted 
not because It was, but because it was 
not Canadian Northern money.

“I stated specifically av the time that 
if R. J. McKenzie, as a Liberal, wap 
willing to make a contribution of his ! 
own money, not railway money, with 
no conditions attached, I would accept 
it for the Liberal party Just as other 
contributions were accepted; other- ‘ 
wise, I would not. Dr. McKenzie's 
sworn evidence was proof of that. If 
that statement is not true and it was 
railway money, then Dr. McKenzie is 
a perjurer. I am sure he did not per­
jure himself. I repeat he told the 
truth when he declared that not one 
cent of it was railway money, if it was 
I would not have accepted it for thé 
Liberal party. Let that particular 
point, therefore, be settled once and 
for all.

Went Far Afield.
"We bad an investigating commis­

sion,’ he continued, “presided over by 
Mr. Justice Gregory, and the whole 
scope of the commission was to see if 
a contributien was obtained from the 
Canadian Northern Railway. For rea­
sons best known to himself, he saw fit 
to go outside the scope of that inquiry 
in breach of the terms of the commis­
sion. If he felt he had a roving com­
mission, it should be a general inves­
tigation all along the line. If it was an 
offence to accept this contribution un­
der the conditions it was accepted, who ; 
among us in tjiis Legislature or in any 
other Legislature in Canada, or the 
Dominion Parliament itself, are not of­
fenders?

“I am quite sure of this, Mr. Speaker,
| that the Hon. the Premier will bear me 
loyit when 1 say that while I was a 
member of the Council, in no manner, 
shape or form, did I ever show favor- 
tism to the C. N. R„ although ques­

tions arose where their interests were 
concerned.

Clears Up Point.
.„In m referring to other phases 
Mr. Macdonald proceeded: “It has 
been stated many times, either directly 1 
or inferentially, that I was criticized 

. not for receiving a contribution for the 
Liberal party^rom R. J. Mackenzie, 
but because it was said I denied re­
ceiving it in the House, and thus my 
veracity has been assailed. Those who 
say so do not know the facts nor cir­
cumstances, and although I have never 
particularly spoken of it before, I pro­
pose to do so how. I was not In the 

! House when a certain member, actu­
ated as you know, by the 'highest and } 
purest’ motives, brought this matter: 
up. I only learned from the present 
Premier in a hurried conversation ' 
what he was supposed to have said.

“Now listen to this—the Minister of 
Railways told me that the charge was 
made that I received $25,000 from the
C. N. R. at a certain time and place 
and that I never accounted for it, in 
other words, put it in my own pocket. 
That was what he honestly enough 
told me was charged on that occasion.
Do you wonder that I should indig-. 
nantly deny it? There was not one 
element of truth In it, In either word, 
line or syllable, and the base sugges­
tion that I, who far from profiting, 
spent my own money freely In organi­
zation work, diverted campaign funds 
to my own use, naturally aroused my 
ire.

Asked for No Statement.
“I was not called upon to go on and 

give a statement of the campaign con­
tributions the Liberal party did receive 
through me or anyone else. Had I 
done so and given a full statement, I 
can only say that if there was any­
thing wrong with that contribution, 
there were others just as wrong for. 
which I was not responsible. Be­
cause, sir, I yield to no one In the Lib­
eral party with whom I was associated, 

i a higher standard of ethics in this re- 
I gard than I hold myself, and anyone
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I who says differently, knowing ‘he facts 
i as I know (he fact, is guilty of brazen 

hypocrisy of Uriah Heap duplicity. 
And. yet although Mr. Speaker I 
entered a denial of a statement false 
in every particular and containing a 
vile insinuation, I have been repeatedly 
attacked on this point.

Sinister Purpose.
Alluding to the investigation. Mr. 

Macdonald says it was designed to ef­
fect a sinister purpose, with all its 
nmtnnrs tn be in the name of virtue.

very situation, aad although for 
reasons not necessary now to state, it 
has not yet been introduced, I be­
lieve it will be at a later date and be­
fore the next election. The point of 
importance is that the preparation of 
that legislation was my act.

"The hon. member from Newcastle," 
concluded the Vancouver 
"made some sensible remarks 
from all cant on this subject, 
question is as old as party

more Importance than substance, said, < 
•even though that may have been done 
in the past, that does not say that it 
was wrong.*

"The assumption was that no mat­
ter what others might do, he at all 
events stood apart as one pure and 
undefiled, who would sooner lose the 
modulation of his voice than ever sanc­
tion a contribution from a railway cor­
poration. Yet, I have told you of his 
knowledge and sanction of the B. C. 
Electric contribution, and far from 
condemning the man who got the con­
tribution, he was his warm friend and 
supporter, they were companions in 
the purity-brigade. And, the man who 
got it did not consult me before doing 
so. If he had, I would have advised 
him to do as I did for years past when 
looking after provincial finances— 
never ask them for assistance.

Calculating Chicanery.
"I venture to say Mr. Speaker, that 

no one surveying that whole situation 
will come to any other conclusion than 
that the whole thing was a travesty 
on Justice and an affront to every 
principle of decency. Cool, calcula­
ting chicanery was behind every move 
made by a few false friends, and I 
know them very well, the member for 
Vancouver was only their servant, hav­
ing one object in view, and that not 
the good either of the Liberal party 
nor the public interest. I know I may 
have made mistakes; I may not have 
said the right thing, nor adopted the 
right course in every Instance. At all 
events, there was no treachery nor 
cut- throat methods behind any errors 
in Judgment I may have made.

"1 was consistently and persistently 
hounded for over a year for political 
purposes, everyone who was willing 
to barter his sworn evidence being 
pressed into the service of an un­
scrupulous opposition. It might well

member,

The 
govern-

Does anyone imagine that the 
Union Government at Ottawa carried 
on the last election without large con­
tributions from wealthy individuals? 
The member for Newcastle referred to 
a famous Liberal statesman in Eng­
land who received £40,000 from Cecil 
Rhodes, and that at a time when he 
had gold concessions in South Africa. 
He did not mention the name, though 
he might have done so—Mr. Gladstone. 
You will know that he was probably 
quite as good a Christian as a certain 
preacher in Vancouver, whose toryism 
to outran all other considerations, that 
in the exercise of Christian charity he 
made me the subject of one of his ser­
mons. He did not hurt me—character, 
if one has any, cannot be hurt. I 
make no further comment on that. 
Unjust Attack always carries its own 
refutation."

myself, I would rather by far have a
! reputation for playing the game
cently like a Britisher, than enjoy the 
emoluments and honor of the best po­
sition in the gift of the Crown. Do 

moment that It wasyou think for & 
any honest desire to suppress or ex­
pose questionable campaign contribu­
tions that led this particular individual 
to make his Charge? Not at all, and 1 
will tell you why. Information later 
developed of a $5,000 contribution from 
the B. C. Electric, a corporation that 
always has business with this Govern­
ment and which last session had most 
important legislation affecting Its ^in­
terests before the House. r"' 
mation did not come f* 
would jeoom to defend 
tutoque argument at the expense of 
those with whom I fought side by side.

Would Leap For IL 
"But. now that It is known," he went 

on, "let me tell you that the fifth mem­
ber for Vancouver, as well as every 
other Liberal candidate in Vancouver, 
had full knowledge of that con tribu - 

Why did he not expose that If

ment and which last session had most
" ~***-'±-* - — - - ttr *3|

That lnfor- 
through me—I 

I myself by a
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SOLDIERS’ UNO
BILL INTRODUCED

BY THE PREMIERhe was actuated by an honest desire to 
suppress questionable campaign con­
tributions? That contribution was ob­
tained by a member of the so-called 
Purity Squad in the city of Vancouver.

purist is usually 
mantle of hypocrisy.

Measure Foreshadows Practi 
cal Co-operation Between 

Dominion and Province

The professional 
garbed in the 
Did the fifth member for Vancouver, 
who knew of that contribution from 
the. B. C. Electric, before the election, 
or since, raise his breath against it? 
Not at all. Why if this $15,000 contri­
bution from R. J. McKenzie had been 
dangled twenty feet above his head, he 
would show his usual agility and 
reach it by a leap in the air.

"EXen If it were a straight gift from 
the Canadian Northern Railway he 
would never turn it down. Because, 
Sir, If he would sanction, as he sanc­
tioned by knowing of it and not ob­
jecting, a contribution from the B. C. 
Electric, a corporation which in all my 
years of looking after the finances of 
the Liberal party for the province, I 
never approached directly or Indirectly 
for a contribution, would he not take 
it straight from the C. N. R.? Why, 
Sir, would you believe it, another man 
who was quite satisfied over the re­
ceipt of that $5,000 from the B. C.

third member for

MUCH DISCUSSION IS
EXPECTED IN PASSAGE

Legislative Press Gallery.
April 9.

The first business of the House this 
afternoon was the introduction by the 
Premier of a Bill to provide lands 
for the use and benefit of returned sol­
diers, brief reference to which was 
made in this day’s issue of The Times. 
The measure received its first reading 
and, judging from the remarks of the 
member for Fort George, it will be as­
sured of a good deal of discussion in 
the committee stage.

For some extraordinary reason or 
other Mr. Ross promptly exhibited a 
concern and asked the Premier if the 
introduction of the Bill was intended 
to stifle discussion on that particular 
subject.

Mr. Oliver—"I have never attempted 
to shut off discussion on any subject 
and this will be no exception."

Mr. Bowser—“Mind you keep to 
that; we've got you now," this with 
acidity.

Promises Fulfilled.
Implementing his announcement in 

the House ' Immediately following his 
and In

, spite of the effort made, I have in as 
i full a measure as I ever had, the con- 
j fldence of my constituents, and I have 
; not the slightest doubt of their support 
| in the future. The public are able to 
see through a rail fence.

Bowser Saved From Bar.
"But, Mr. Speaker, what have we to 

say of the Leader of the Opposition, 
who has the hardihood to taunt me of 
the Liberal frarty on the question of 
campaign funds? Why, sir, he owes it 
to the generosity of the members on 
this side nof the floor, that he 
was not hailed before the bar of the 
House last session, like a common cul­
prit, to either give particulars of a 
campaign contribution given in con­
nection with obtaining a charter for a 
railroad, in connection with the most 
nefarious railway deal that was ever 
foisted on the people of this province, 
or be committed to the tower!

"The evidence given showed a prima 
facie case," said Mr. Macdonald, "not 
of a voluntary contribution from an in­
dividual,

Electric was the 
Vancouver (Dr. McIntosh), who pub­
licly pretended to be particularly vir­
tuous in that regard. He was like the 
fifth member for Vancouver, the very 
quintessence of fine virtue so far as 
the public is concerned.

Can’t Deny IL
“You say I mention, this fact in his 

absence. Well, I hope he will soon be 
back, as I wish him well and It can 
keep if he wants to deny it; but, he 
can’t deny it. If there was any doubt 
about the truth of it I would never 
mention It I have never found that 
he or others had much regard for me.

but of a criminal act, be-and I do not propose any more to be so elevation to the Premiership 
keeping with the expressed intention 
contained in the Speech from the 
Throne Premier Oliver's Bill suggests 
the practical démonstration of Provin­
cial and Federal co-operation In the 
matter of rehabilitating British Co­
lumbia soldiers and placing them on 
British Columbia land. It will be re­
membered that one of the subjects dis­
cussed at the Conference of Provin­
cial Premiers in Ottawa—an event 
which was attended by such disastrous 
circumstances to this Province—was 
this very question and had Premier 
Brewster lived he would have doubt­
less Introduced the Bill to the Legis­
lature himself as a result of an ar­
ranged co-operative plan.

What It Does.
The measure empowers the Lteuten- 

ant-Govemor-ln-Council to reserve 
from sale or other disposition, except 
for the purposes of the Act, any area 
of Crowd&fhnds. and to cancel any

cause It is within the code. Individualssolicitous for others as I have been.
Their charges were made behind my 
back without any notice to me, and I 
kmny of no reason why I should be 

! particularly solicitous about them. If 
! the fifth member for Vancouver had 
i knowledge of parliamentary practice 
or the decency to follow It he would 
have given me notice of his intended 
attack last session so that I might be 
present and know exactly what he said 
and not be led into a false position.

Uriah Heep.
"I listened with amusement, not un­

mixed with contempt," proceeded Mr. 
Macdonald, "to a dialogue between the 
Fifth Member for Vancouver and the 
Member for Newcastle some days ago, 
when the Member for Newcastle stated 
that campaign funds have been re­
ceived from corporations in the past 
and will be in the future, the Fifth 
Member for Vancouver with that 
unctuous air which Uriah Heep could 
assume, and with that finely trainedlooiunr, <uiu wml mai ixneiy trained i 
modulated voice where Inflection is of j



X

WKDNÜRDÀY/'Â'PEIL 10, 1918
such reserve either in whole or in ’
Part, Facility is likewise extended by 
the same process for the purchase of 
lands suitable for the design of the 
measure and to authorize payment 
therefor out of the Consolidated Rev­
enue Fund so long as the aggregate 
of such payments do not exceed half a 
million dollars without the further 
sanction of the Legislature. Power- to 
subdivide, lease or grant, on such 
terms and conditions as may be deemed 
advisable, to any soldier or community 
of soldiers one or more of such sub­
divisions. but not exceeding in the ag­

gregate 160 acres to each soldier, ex­
cept in such cases where lands are 

j suitable for pastoral purposes only.
The Quid Pro Quo.

"The "co-operative" clause provides 
an extension in that it creates ma- 

| chlnery for the conveyance—free of 
] cost and subject only to reasonable 
conditions of occupation and improve­
ment—to the Dominion of Canada, for 

i the purpose of enabling the newly-ap­
pointed Federal Soldiers’ Settlement 
Hoard to settle British Columbia sol­
diers In this Province on such Crown 
I^ands as may be found necessary for 
such purpose. As a quid pro quo In 
this connection it is the hope of the 
Government that the Federal Board ; 
will permit the $2,500 loan under the ! 
Dominion Act to be available for each { 
soldier so settled. The duty of admin- : 
istering the Act will be placed in the 

j hands of the Minister of Lands.
Definition of Soldier.

The term “soldier" used in the Act 
means “any person who, since August 
4, 1914, being a resident of British Co­
lumbia, has joined or hereafter Joins 
for service in the present war, any of 
the naval or military forces of His 
Majesty or of any power being at the 
time an ally of His Majesty, and who 
having so joined has been engaged or 
engages on active service in connection 
with the said war, either at home or 
abroad; and, without in any way re­
stricting the generality of the forego­
ing provisions, shall be deemed to in­
clude any person so joining, whether 
by enlistment or as sC volunteer or re­
servist. or through being commis­
sioned. mobilized, called out, or draft­
ed to such service, and whether in the 
capacity of officer, seaman, soldier, 
«narine, nurse, or in any capacity what- 

, soever.” The widow of any Mer as 
^defined above comes within the scope 
’ of the provisions of the bill.

I ADDITIONAL SCHdOL 
ACCOMMODATION ASKED
Delegation From Saanich 

Waited Upon Minister of 
Education To-day

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 10.

That the Provincial Government pro- 
jvide the funds for the erection of ad- 
idltional school premises at Cloverdale 
was the substance of a request direct­
ed to the Hon. J. D. McLean, Minister 
Of Education, by a delegation compris- 
led of both sexes, which waited upon 
pirn this morning.

! The quest of the deputation finds its 
origin in the fact that the children of 
Saanich are now denied attendance at 
the schools in Victoria saving only on 
the payment of fees, and the desired 
accommodation is intended as a way 
Of solving the difficulty and the taking 
care of the Saanich children formerly 
attending city schools.

The Minister was appreciative of the 
necessities of the case but he was 
obliged to tell the delegation that It 

i somewhat doubtful if present al­
itions of school estimates would 
innit of any balance which could be 
ced for disposal in the manner sug-

; He. however, did not refuse, and has 
omised to communicate with the 

lelegation again at an early date, 
I when the answer of the Department 
I would be given.

SOLDIER MEASURE IS 
ASSURED OF SUPPORT

Premier Oliver Receives Con­
gratulations This Morning; 

Co-operation Promised

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 16.

Premier Oliver is the recipient this 
morning of many congratulations on 
his Soldiers' Land Bill, Introduced and 
read a first time at yesterday after­
noon’s sitting of the Legislature. One 
of the first callers at hie office In the 
Parliament Buildings shortly after 9 
o’clock to-day* was Major Ashton, of 
the Dominion Soldiers? .Settlement 
Board, who. is in the city posting him­
self in connection with the details 
which will doubtless enter into any co­
operative arrangement made between 
the Dominion and Provincial Govern­
ments.

The Premier and the Ottawa repre­
sentative had a lengthy conference, 
with the Bill as the text of the con­
versation, and although Major Ashton 
was not In a position to make rash 
promises or in any way commit the 
Board, of which be is a member, he 
made it quite clear to Mr. Oliver that 
sympathetic cO-operation could be re­
lied upon.

The Premier has agreed to loan the 
Land Settlement Board free of all cost 
for the balance of the present year, so 
that the machinery will be quite ready 
as soon as the Dominion body agrees 
to the proposals of the Provincial 
Government, both in the Act now be­
fore the Legislature and as mentioned 
from time to time in these columns.

Mr. Oliver is perfectly satisfied that 
this Government will, on the measure 
becoming law, be enabled to do busi­
ness with the Soldiers’ Settlement 
Board, not only of a beneficial nature 
to British Columbia, but also to the 
Federal authorities, while a long way 
will have been traversed towards a 
solution In respect of settling soldiers 
on British Columbia lands.

The Premier looks to the wide powers 
of the Bill to provide a free hand, the 
elasticity of its provisions' to ensure 
rapidity of action, and the publicity to 
be given to all rules, regulations and 
Orders-tn-Council passed under the 
authority of the Act will keep an In­
terested public fully posted upon a 
question of vital importance.

I.ET THEM STEW IN

Says W, R, Ross of the Issue 
Between Vancouver 

Members

SAYS GOVERNMENT NOT 

ABOLISHED PATRONAGE

Ninety-Minute Speech Was 
Scarcely of the "Hum­

dinger” Type

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 9.

Not a single member of the Govern­
ment could cavil at the speech de­
livered by the ex-Minister of Lands 
this afternoon. For more than ninety 
minutes Mr. Ross maintained the best; 
3f humor while he harmlessly tabu­
lated the misdeeds and shortcomings 
of the present Administration. His 
chief disappointment was; that since 
the advent of the Liberal party to 
power there had not been a daily re­
tention of its policy to hang, draw 
md quarter the patronage system. He 
charged that from the Premier down- 
ivarus not a single member of the Gov­
ernment had kept faith with the spirit 
3f pre-election promises in this con­
nection. And when George Bell took

,ls assertion at Its taoe value 
na'thf ,* Ür15' lmUan'« where 
rTrv" hJ7lt”e:'tl; four hour, a 

1i d shanked him for h 
£*“• ln securing him a lob 
■a‘££m.tm Bullaln«- Mr 1

™e same opinion that 
d a?d Nourished. The „

! hJnl^€r8 °* '**le Cabinet came ■! heir censure in proportion f*

M 8660 by the mem 
1 °rl George.

Wanted More. 
h^03^Ln,C'ne„,Wf,t,h congratulation, to

ner m iÙTV v.,Fln*nc<‘ 0,1 «he man ner in which his Budget snaonw y,,» ,i. '"“rayed to the the^faLïial

tor dpnr,n r?f the province, the member 
for Fort George said It was a matter Lregr' thht Mr Hart had mnjdiwn 
„he curtain after the first act* as k 
"rre- He had hoped that It would trié? ,b*t" Possible for the Flmlhce 
,M "Wer , o have presented to tils 
audience something a little more #n rouraging than the lugubriooT tdctîïL 
° -hiohhe had confined

However, phllosoph! 
member for Fort George, the 
jf Finance was still young and would doubtless dawn ad * vere "
dhriii?,1* du‘!ea would not rat so 
het.vlly upon his shoulders Never* he es* continued Mr. Ross, It !
-hat Mr. Bart had proved by his relf*
SSïêPïïÆSl

fcjrwsSSS1*®
nken In getting a start * U<1 been

„ °" Weart’s Speech. 
coüd’dJaT ,°eor*e member took a 
oient of hia'them™and’ln^th deve,°P- 
0e devoted his particule? aulntlo°n To 
ho members of the Cabinet t, ’ 

nremL°JD8tanCM' ‘wSf IrlvTt!
hotgtthe^i impeach men?’was 
ariably administra “fiTTH btlt

WuaVradr td°*heC contents”of

imllarltv of the the
•ocated bv Mr „ fystems, as ad- 

M - Henderson and lb
nrnvT** * ” * co”«”laUon that The
two n»„T“ ,‘he b*n'rlo|anr in that 
, prominent men were thinking along the same lines. S

Dry Farming.
hv ih e*perIrr‘fntal farms established 

y ,lh0 late Government at Q-Hlchena 
SÜMlfSr h50, lhe Cariboo, in the

that as It might hi X effecl- Be
?.,,uhv%rlf5,rrh^”~!

Portfolio Bo, Mm Iste? of” Lands.”’ *d the| 

Injured Innocence.
MÎÏÏÜ& Lhae„d?0nha,1Mr

mltuency ^hen con°s n,hP latter'*
I'tns for the Currentd ng appropria-
Mr. RoMfa oomprohenahm eb«">”d I
consulted in i °He never 
not even did he give m?ï fï’ticular''“

speech this afternoon Mr MFr»?dlI1< 
continued the Mr. Macdonald,
had shown Fort 5°rga

•atructlve ld?a? and n ’iL00"-

£Vona“v^M.tSE:
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uer "Stew In Their <hfti Juice.”

It was suddenly borne in upon the 
~embt r for Fort George at this point 

*t the Ministers of the Crown, with 
idut one* exception, had retired from 
Sir seats. However, with a signifi­
ant and benevolent glance at the 
pess Gallery Mr. Ross was hopeful 
Eat his observations would be duly 
Semlnated to an anxious public, 

r the moment he preferred & make 
mplef reference to the speech of the 

senior member for Vancouver al-eady ; 
reported in this afternoon’s issue of I 
The Times. With the subject of the 
controversy between two members of 
the “grand old Liberal party" the Op­
position had no particular concern, he 
said. The members on that side of the 
House very naturally maintained a 
complacent mien as the two actors in 
the comedy exchanged pleasantries on 
the principles involved where cam­
paign funds figured. In the main, 
however, he was prepared to 'let them 
stew In their own-juice." As t\ie sizzle 
went out of this parting shot Mr. Ross 
caught the eye of the lady member 
for Vancouver, whom he reminded that 
he had seen her self-confessed Liberal 
leanings gradually become translated 
from a platform stand of Independence 
to that of straight Liberal.

Patronage.
"What has any one of the party at 

present In power done to implement 
those proihlses?’’ was an interroga-, 
tlon from the member for Fort George 
immediately following a general query 
to the Government as to whether it 
was still bound to the policy sponsored 
by the late Premier insofar as it 
pledged Itself to the abolition of 
patronage. He ventured thq charge 
that from the Premier downwards not 
one member of the Government had 
made any reference to the subject dur­
ing the present session in any form 
that could be construed as a' réitéra- 

1 tlon of the pledge which had played 
such a prominent part in the general 
election. Either the alleged patronage 
in vogue prior to* the general election 
of 1916 was not as bad as it was 

I painted or the whole programme

I
adopted by the Government to be in that I 
campaign was merely a policy of mis­
representation. With a wealth - of ! 
newspaper extracts Mr. Ross was at ! 
some pains to show how many occa­
sions this fixed purpose of a Liberal 
Administration in power had been 
propounded from the public platform 

George Bell Chips In.
George Bell, second member for Vic­

toria, interjected an opportune remark 
at this juncture which somewhat took 
the wind out of Mr. Ross's sails. On 
the way to the House this aftérnoon 
Mr. Bell had been stopped by a “real 
Tory" who offered him thanks for 
securing him a position at the Parlia­
ment Buildings. He further reminded 
the member for Fort George that Vic­
toria members had been jacked-up by 
local Liberals for being so loyal “to 
the old brigade." He was prepared to 
supply the member for Fort George 
with the name of the man in question 
and Mr. Ross expressed the desire to 
have it, promising it preservation for 
posterity as one example of where a 
Conservative had been given a job by
the present 

A Sy 
The memb. 

an extract fr 
the Hon. J.

aï Administration. 
Listener.

„ Fort George read 
i speech delivered by

_ ____ . King, Minister of
Public Works, and followed it with 
this: “The Public Works Department 
Is more permeated and rotten with 
political patronage than any other De­
partment of the Government" The 
Minister of Mines—"my handsome 
friend from Nanaimo," as he chose to 
call the Hon. Wm. Sloan—had had 
twelve months In which to show what 
he could do, but he had merely lived 
up to the appellation given to him by 
the member for Grand Forks, who had j 
assured many audiences last summer 
that Mr. Sloan would always be found 
to be a sympathetic listener. "He has 
done nothing but listen ever since," 
dryly observed Mr. Ross as he pro- 
ceeded to detail the journeys of the 
Minister of Mines “to get acquainted 
with conditions."

Shipbuilding.
The Department of Lands was not 

overlooked and it there is one thing 
causing Mr. Jtoss more annoyance 
than any other It is his firm convic­
tion that the Forest Branch has been • 
dismantled. He also makes the charge

(
that the shipbuilding programme, 
which had originated from the Depart­
ment over which he presided in the 
late regime, had been abrogated by the 
party now in power.

| Mr.- Oliver—"What does tlm honor­
able gentleman mean by hisSatement 
that the Government of tho day has 

t abrogated the shipbuilding . policy of 
ithe late Government?"

Mr. Ross—“I mean that you have 
let It die for the want of nourishment." 

Mr. Oliver—“Then am I to believe 
{that it was a policy requiring per- 
fpetual ndurlshment by the usual pam­
pering methods?”

Alt. Ross let it go at that, but asked 
the Premier if he was aware of the 
Dominion Government's steel ship­
building programme and was the Pro- 
x incial Government doing anything to­
wards its encouragement in British 
Columbia. Yes, Mr. Oliver said, that 

i knowledge had even penetrated Jiis
density» And since the Prime Minis­
ter was absent from the House when 
the member for Fort George had gone 
lengthily into the patronage question, 
he proceeded to ask Mr. Oliver "what 
a baht it?” He directed his question in 
three ways and the Premier was "not 
having any" in either. From which 
Mr. Ross asked if, it was to be left to 
the public to draw Its-own conclusion.

A Good Answer.
Mr. Oliver—"What the public thinks 

will depend upon the credence the 
public places upon the observations 
of my honorable friend."

Mr. Ross—“Can the Premier tell me 
when it is Intended to bring the Civil 
Service Act Into operation?"

Mr. Oliver—“I will give my friend 
the stereotyped answer: *The matter 
will be taken Into serious considera­
tion.* ”

The Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
question and the Land Settlement 
Board were more or less briefly touch­
ed upon by the member for Fort 
George, who purposely left untouched 
the returned soldier ^question pending 
debate which would follow In connec­
tion with the bill introduced by the 
Premier this afternoon and alluded to 
in this day’s issue of The Times.

The Hon. T. D. Pattullo, Minister of 
Lands, adjourned the debate after $ 
speech from Mr. Ross over one hr or 
and three-quarters.
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SECOND HEADING IS 
GIVEN TO GAME ACT

Four Speeches Agree on Gen­
eral Principles of the 

Measure

JOHN BUCKHAM MAKES A 

PLEA FOR THE GRIZZLY

Legislative Prase Gallery,
Afternon Session, April 10. 

Four more speeches this afternoon 
preceded the seebnd reading of the 
Bill to amehd the Game Act Frank 
Mobléy, the member for Atlln, told the 
House that had the old system of 
“preservation" been allowed to con­
tinue he could see nothing for it but 
the extermination of British Columbia 
game. Richard Wallis, the member for 
Albernl, came out with the sugges­
tion that pigeons be included in the 
class of feathery species for special 
protection, while Mr. Hawthorn- 
thwaite, the member for Newcastle, 
would reduce the gun license to one 
dollar so that the silent places might 
be enlivened by the tramp of more 
hunters in search of recreation under 
the blue canopy. But It remained for 
John Buckham to Infuse the romance 
into the debate as he came to the de­
fence of the grizzly. Thesecond read­
ing passed by a vote W twenty-five 
to nine, and the measure .will be com­
mitted at the next sitting of the 
House.

Not Enough Trees.
In particular reference to the great 

hullabuloo which had been raised over 
the decapitation of some forty game 

; wardens, Mr. Mobley was by no means 
• doling out sympathy. His only regret 
was that more were not concerned, and 

. from the trend of his remarks It was 

. not difficult to imagine that he knew j 
I whereof he spoke. He said that In the 
I north country there were so many 
i game wardens and fire wardens a 
; short while since, who were more or 
less ornaments Instead of useful offi- ! 

j cers of the Department, that If a bear ! 
! had shown its nose out of a thicket j 
‘.there would not have been sufficient 
j trees to accommodate the wardens, so 
I "indomitable" were these political ap­
pointees of the late regime. Unless the 
new Act was going to be an improve­
ment on the old statute there was no 
use proceedingf further with it So 
far as he could see, however, 4t would 
do all that was expected of It. Mr 
Mobley was glad to know that the

pay ~ of the Provinicel Police was to 
be Increased, particularly as their du­
ties would now be administrative and 
not political.

Not because Mr. Wallis was out for 
special protection of the pigeon, but 
because many "sportsmen’’ went out In 

i the woods in the Albernl district with 
■the intention of shooting pigeons, 
whereas they actually selected Blue 
Grouse as their prey out of season. 
Pigeons should be in the protected 
class. The word contiguous appears in 
one section of the Bill, and Mr. Wallis 
suggested that some farmers would 
not understand its meaning in the 
light uf limitation of radius.

The Grizzly’s Friend.
That he came from a happy hunting 

ground district and was himself an 
"out-of-doors” sportsman of the first 
water was demonstrated by John 
Buckham. the member for Columbia. t 
in a capital contribution to the debate 1 
-»n this question. Mr. Buckham is j 
the sponsor of the amendment to re­
peal the hundred dollar license and I 

•i it with a sliding scale of tax ! 
for each head of game killed. He pre­
dicted that the sliding tax system 
would be followed by an inrush of big 
game hunters who would naturally 
limit their kill at twenty-five dollars 
a head to the State. He urged that 
only male animals be exposed to the 
hunter's gun under regulation, and 
that elk shooting should be prohibited, 
with the Importation of new elk to 
Columbia district. He told In pic­
turesque fashion of the manner In 
which the Shuswap and Kootenay In­
dians have slaughtered big horn and 
other game animals wholesale for their 
meat supplies, regarding the paleface 
game laws as “mere scraps of paper."

Is Inoffensive.
In his plea on behalf of Bruin, the 

member for Columbia touched the 
sportsman's instinct and asked that 
the grizzy be removed from the unpro­
tected list. "Every griszy at large." he 
proceeded, “is a valuable asset to this 
province, both as a lure and as a 
trophy, hence it Is short-sighted policy , 
for B. C. to permit the poisoning, i 
baiting, trapping and shooting of these 
animale In unlimited quantities," he! 
said. "This animal is treated as 
though It were the most destructive 
of beasts, when as a matter of fact It 
is not only Inoffensive to human be­
ings, but harmless to livestock. On l 

1 ie contrary the grizzly keeps well back 
and high up as a general rule, In out- 
of-the-way places where it must be 
sought by strenuous exertion, time and 
money, and there can be no denying 
that the grizzly Is the prize trophy of 
the Canadian Rockies.

"Just so long as B. C. has grizzlies 
to make awesome tracks in soft 
ground or snow, to dig out gophers 
and rip up great rocks on mountain 
bides to the danger of all below—Just 
so long will keen sportsmen in all 
parts of the earth cast their eyes and 
thoughts toward the Canadian Rockies, 
for a charming web of romance and 
advnture surrounds the grizzy. like a 
halo around the sun."

Makes It a Loss.
Mr. Buckham quoted a wealth of 

statistical data in which he sought to 
; show that Mr. Bowser’s four years of 
I profit had actually been a lose, insofar 
| as it aplled to the administration uf 
I the Game Department, to the tune of 
some $70,000.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite could see no 
reason why the big game of the 
province should be so carefully pre­
served for the sportsmen who oeme 
front far and near, unless they were 
made to pay a good deal more for the 
pleasure than wm the case to-day. As 
a rule the class of sportsman who 
came to this section of the Dominion 
In search of the larger fry came with 
a fat wallet and could well afford to 
pay for select treatment, on the gen­
eral merits of the Bill Mr. Hawthorn­
thwaite was very apprehensive as to 
whether or not the Imposition of 
game preservation duties onto the 
shoulders of the Provincial Policeman 
was wise; he did not think so.

Poor Ball !
In reply to Mr. Buckham’s transla­

tion of a profit into a loss, Mr. Bowser 
said that the member for Columbia 
had not Included the amount accrued 
to the Department la respect of fines; I 
furthermore he had charged bounties 
against turnover.

Premier Oliver objected to another 
speech on the same subject by way of 
explanation from the Leader of the 
Opposition.

Mr. Bowser—"You're too late; I'm 
through/

Mr. Buckham—"What should boun­
ties be charged to?"

Mr. Bowser—"Charge 'em to the P. 
a B."
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m DEMOTIVE

Minister Tells His Difficulties 
and Progress He Is 

Making

NO HIT OR MISS PLAN

IS ALLOWED TO EXIST

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Session, April 10.

So that the general public would be 
enabled to get some Idea of the ad­
ministrative work of the Department 
of Lands and see how difficult had 
been the task to rescue its various 
branches from the effects of the late 
Government's policies, the Hon. T. D. 
Pattullo, Minister of Lands, this after­
noon Indulged In a survey of the activi­
ties of his own particular charge. He 
was taking up the debate on supply 
and availed himself of the opportunity 
presented to carry out his intention. 
He was able to tell the House amohg 
other things that in spite of well- 
earned Increases In salary in the case 
of some members of hie staff, there 
would be a reduction in administrative 
expense during the coming year. The 
major part of hie address, however, 
was concerned with a recital of bene­
ficial reforms Instituted by him for the 
more efficient carrying on of the work 
of the Lands Department, while not a 
few of his observations were by way 
of reply to the criticisms of the mem­
ber for Fort George, who was Minister 
of Lands In the late regime.

Compliments.
The Minister commenced with re­

marks of congratulation to Mr. Speak­
er Keen, to his deputy and to the first 
lady member to occupy a seat on the 
floor of the House. To the Minister of 
Finance Mr. Pattullo had a special note 
of praise since he considered that Mr. 
Hart had presented to the House an 
excellent account of the finances of 
the province, in form If not In outlook. 
It was a vastly different matter to 
deliver a Budget speech and bring 
down estimates when finances were 
buoyant and when a thousand dollars 
by way of expenditure here and there 
was a mere bagatelle ; but when It 
was a case of almost superhuman In­
genuity to make both ends meet the 
tune lacked its harmony.

Found Disorganization.
Proceeding to a general survey of the 

Department over which he presides. 
Mr. Pattullo said he did so not be­
cause any defence T>f Its administration 
was necessary, but for the simple rea­
son that the general public had a right 
to know something about the affairs 
which concerned them. He was not 
intending to launch out into an excur­
sion of recrimination ; It was neces­
sary, however, to allude to a little of ; 
the past history insofar as It had bear­
ing on the Department of Lands.

And In this connection It had to be 
conceded that when he stepped into 
the place vacated by the now member 
for Fort George he had found a state ! 
of disorganization the correction of: 
which was Just beginning to assume 
something like business shape. In 
passing, however, he wished to assure 
Mr. Ross that In the early daytf of his 
ministrations over the Lands Depart­
ment there had been traces of an at­
tempt to get down to a sound system 
in regard to the land and water 
branches. But the erstwhile Minister 
of Lands Was then travelling In bad 
company and gradually fell .by the 
wayside with all his good Intentions 
pigeonholed.

Spring Cleaning.
Notwithstanding the fact that the 

Department vaults were literally filled, 
with matters unsolved and questions 
unsettled, Mr. Pattullo said that his 
present staff was busily engaged in 
the cleaning up process and the pros- j 
pect of success was oulte bright. His ; 
first move In connection with the land, 
and water branches was to oring 
them under the same roof Instead of' 
allowing the risk of Inefficiency and 
additional expense to continue. He 
alluded to the great loss to the pro­
vince which had followed lax methods, 
not forgeulng the alienation of al­
legedly agricultural lands when such
were straight timber lands, 
continued the Minister, thaï 
no hit or miss system; d« ' 
regulated by policy and / 
an appreciation of the t

Dealing with the Survey Department 
he said that many problems were under 
careful consideration to the end that 
the proper sort of information would be 

I available in respect of survêyed lands.
1 Hitherto the method of supplying ad­
vice and Information to intending set­
tlers had been conducted more in the 
nature of a lottery bag—sometimes 

, you touched lucky but more often 'not. 
That was all changed now. however,

; and a staff of clerks was being kept 
.busy compiling lists and locations of 
I surveyed lands so that Government 
; agents throughout the province could 
!tel1 at a glance Just where and what 
i surveyed lands were available for set- 
; tlement.

Department Costing Less.
It was a source of satisfaction to the 

Minister to be able to inform the 
House, despite the fact that the Estt- 
mates presented called for a number 

I of salary Increases, the cost of ad­
ministering the Department would be 
less this year than last and efficiency 
would be none the less* assured. It 
was, in factr—with apologies to the 
member for Fern le—a “simultaneous 
co-relation of effort” which had made 
it possible for his Department to 
weather the storm and emerge from 
Its chaotic state Into onq promising 
progress on sane lines. And in his re­
ference to land settlement Mr. Pat­
tullo said It -had to be conceded that 
the policy adopted In the past was re­
sponsible for the difficulties of to-day.

The creation of an expensive system 
In those days was a very difficult 
phase of the question, because It was 
only human that the withdrawal of 
machinery which had been especially 
run for more than its ordinary func­
tion would to some extent arouse the 

, Ire of those persons with whom it had 
been looked upon as a boon. The fact 
remained, however, that If the system 
had to continue additional taxes would 
be a resultant factor and If It were to 
be withdrawn there would be hard­
ship worked on the people.

Irrigation and Forest Service.
The Minister referred Mr. Ross to 

legislation of the present session In 
respect of the latter's reference to a 
grazing policy. He likewise empha­
sized what was considered to be com­
mon knowledge with regard to water. 
Upon a conservation scheme the farm- 

. ere of the Dry Belt depended for their 
future. "Rather than condemnation of 
the measure before the House there 
should be every assistance to Its pas­
sage by reason of the fact that the 
whole prosperity of the Dry Belt de­
pended upon It

Passing on to the Forest Servicer- 
dismantled and existing only in name 
according to the ex-Mlnlster bf Lands 
—Mr. Pattullo agreed that its adminis­
tration was suffering under the handi­
cap of shorthandedness: many men 
had gone to the front andrlhelr places 
were difficult to fill. But here again 
the Minister reminded Mr. Rose that 
even he had had to go to the United 
states—and he had no quarrel with 
îïaî*T/or h,s staff ln normal times, so 
îuî waa nothing to be wondered at

th.e year 1918 should present some 
difficulties. In the fire protection 
branch the use of the small automobile 
had been attended with such excellent 
results last year that the plan would 
be considerably implemented during 
tne coming summer and fall 

Market Extension.
Replying to the criticism which had 

been levelled against the policy adopt­
ed by the Department In the matter of 
market extension, Mr. Pattullo stated 
that the closing of the Toronto office 
had been decided upon for the good 
and sufficient reason that to keep it 
open would mean no more than the 
expenditure of the public money of the 
provinoe, netting in return but the 
veriest modicum of business. Car 
shortage ana the risk of giving the 

5 black eye ln the non-ful­
fillment of orders were, however, fac­
tors in the matter under référence.

Not a Square Deal 
The Minister repeated his 

the relation of the Proving 
Columbia to the Dominion 
as a whole in that he 
this province had not rcnentc 
a*?yt£Ing like the extent of her di 
ed share 'tinder conditions e * 
the Dominion at the present » 
was the duty of British Colu 
he said, to look to the present 1 
conditions with an eye on the 
since British Columbia had given’the 
J?1*®.81 P*W° of men to the nation's
rlunrn ghf6rCeB *j,th no commensurate 
return by way of war business. At 
- ? .8arae time by reason of her 
salubrious climate this pro’ 
eventually have to look 
many more returned m 
gone from her borders, 
also to the fact that Just „ 
had failed to lend a helping nana to 
the north In this province, so would 
î,,Sn ^at,K„n<î.w Profiting to the full, 
w..t ,e,ye l,Vhe appeal* of the
îw i vr; . He„retetTea to the fact 
„,A,.1.helP|n« hand from the couth 
might have netted for Prince Rupert

building ten stéel vessels, 
't which was made in these 
frently.

Hopeful
Notwithstanding everything, the Min- 

lster Was of the opinion that the class 
of legislation brought down during the 
present session was of the right kind 
and would go a long way towards 
piloting the British Columbia ship of 
state into smooth waters.

SLOGAN MINING 
TROUBLE AGAIN 

IN LIMELIGHT
«fr, Bowser Calls House Com­

mittee's Proposed Action 
"Sidestepping”

Legislative Press Gallery,
Alemoon Sitting, April 10. j 

The debate on the resolution moved 
a fewf days ago by the member for 
Slocan, calling for an investigation by 
the Standing Committee on Mining 
Into certain allegations with regard to 
the situation created by the Issuance ! 
of a new schedule of Trail smelter 
charges, was resumed this afternoon 
by Premier Oliver. The question in­
volved is whether or not the charges 
are justifiable, and Mr. Oliver told the 
House that he had been assured by 
officers of the Consolidated Mining and 

i Smelting Company, and the mine oper­
ators that both their claims were 
equally possible of Justification.

Not Ripe For Commission.
In reply to the amendment offered 

by the member for Newcastle to the 
effect that the matter should be refer­
red to a Royal Commissioner the Prime 
Minister suggested the time was not 
ripe for that yet. He urged Mr. Haw- 
thornthwaite to withdraw the resolu­
tion, and wait for the investigation by 
the House Committee. This course 
would be more advisable, he said, in 
view of the fact that the Dominion 
Government had taken cognizance of 
the situation by the loaning of a met­
allurgist to the committee appointed 
by the Associated Boards of Trade. 
The Premier urged the passage of the 
original resolution for the moment be­
cause Its findings would be reported to 
the House, and ample discussion there­
on afforded. Upon the nature of their 
gleanings would then depend the ad­
visability of taking further steps along 
the lines suggested by the amendment. f 

Side-Stepping.
The Leader çf the Opposition, while j

not in a position to offer any personal 
opinion, had gathered from the reports' 
in the press and the airing of the mat- 

j ter in public that a very important 
point required settlement. If it was 
established that the prices asked by 
the smelter were excessive it might 
(very easily have the effect of retard*- . 
Ing mining development at a time 

I when expansion was most* necessary 
and for that reason a proper investi- 

I gallon should be instituted. The di­
versity of opinion between the con-: 
testants was so wide that, the correc­
tive asked for in the Nelson resolution 

! Would be Insufficient and nothing short 
of a side-step. He supposed that in 
the dying days of the session the plan 
was to “cool," the parties concerned 
into the belief that the Government 
was taking some action to rectify the 
present situation. To get at the bot­
tom of the whole business he consid­
ered ’that only a proper inquiry with 
experts and facility to examine the 
books of the company would effectu­
ally meet the case. The right roaa lay 
in the appointment of a Royal Com­
mission.

Improper Motives.
Premier Oliver objected to the im­

putation of improper motives to the 
mover of the resolution as against the 
rules of the House and Mr. Speaker 

| suggested that the Leader of the Op- 
! position knew he was out of order. Mr.
| Bowser was sorry if he had acted in 
contravention of House rules, but went1 

: on to suggest that it would be impos­
sible for the Committee to bring in a 
report that could be of any use during 
Tie pi t sent session now only a few
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days to run. Moreover, it was merely 
passing the matter over to a partlzan 
committee controlled by the Govern-

Mr. Oliver—‘ Surely the honorable 
gentleman is not seriotts when he says 
that the Government la controlling the 
Mining Committee."

Mr. Bowser—“Nearly all of that 
Committee Is of the same political 
stripe as the Government, and my 
friend has only to crack the whip to 
make them all cackle.

Rebuke From Speaker.
Mr. Speaker—“The honorable gentle­

man has no right to anticipate the 
findings of that Committee."

Mr. Oliver—“There has been no 
communication from me to that Com­
mittee during the whole of the ses-

Mr. Bowser—"My information is that 
the matter has been caucussed."

Mr. 01iveY-‘‘You had better get the 
dictaphones Vearranged.’’

Mr. Bowser—“The only dictaphone 
’ I know of is the one placed in my room 

on its vacation by myself, and I sup­
pose that was put there so that you 
could spy on your own colleagues.

The member for Newcastle suggest­
ed that it would be fair for the mem­
bers of the Opposition to take the Pre­
mier’s assurance that the matter 
would be taken up at once, and the re­
port of the committee submitted to the 
House before the end of the session.

The Minister of Mines adjourned the 
debate.

Sees Danger in Neglect of 
Highways; Would Raise 

Auto Tax

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Session, April 10. 

Confessing to his first appearance 
In public life the member for Alberni 
asked the indulgence of the House this1 
afternoon while he read his contribu­
tion to the debate on supply. Mr. 
Wallis followed the Minister of Lands 
and dealt for the most part with the 
subject of roads and the methods 
adopted in setting out the appropria­
tions for the coming year. He ob­
jected to the lump sum style inasmuch 

1 as there was not the slightest indica­
tion as to how any single district was 

I going to fare in the matter of new

I
 construction or maintenance. He 
agreed with the member for Delta’s 
designation of “jackpot,” as truly de- 

i scriptive of this section of the esti­
mates. He appealed for a suggestion 
as to what narrative he would be able 
to relate to his constituents when 
asked about work, contemplated in 
the Alberni riding.

Trunk Roads.
Mr. Wallis tritely referred to the 

Island section of the Canadian High­
way as being in a worse condition at 
the present time than he had ever 
known it, and, in view of the fact that 
the province was doing its level best 
to encourage tourist traffic, it was 
the policy of folly to allow the trunk 
roads of the Island to fall to a stan­
dard that would merely mean the dis­
couragement of automobile traffic. 
The member for Alberni regretted that 
the Government was still building and 
maintaining roads with the methods of 
a by-gone age by the use of horse 

, drawn vehicles—a method absolutely 
out-of-date. To correct it he knew it 
meant a good deal of extra expense, and 
he proceeded to show the Minister of I 
Finance how some additional revenue 
could be obtained for the purpose sug­
gested.

Increase Auto Taxes.
He agreed with the member for 

Lomox in the suggestion that the tax ! 
on automobiles should be increased 
and the pattern of the Old Country in 
this connection, said he, might well be 
followed by British Columbia. That 
was to say the tax should be Imposed 
on motor vehicles according to horse­
power. He had been assured by a 
large number of car owners that any 
plan adopted by the Government for

a readjustment of taxation on the 
horse-power basis would be agreeable 
to them on the understanding that 
such additional revenue would be de­
voted to expenditure on permanent 
concrete highway work. Mr. Wallis 
said that the people of the Island 
were beginning to resent the destruc­
tion of the trunk roads by tourists 
from whom they believed little benefit 
was derived, while if the Government 
was sincere in its desire to encour­
age the tourists to come here, it must 
of necessity maintain the standard of 
the trunk roads.

Blue Ruin.
In conclusion Mr. Wallis was warm 

' in his approval of the Government’s In­
tention to relieve the farmer of the 
burden of taxation on his improve­
ments. He had always been a stout 
advocate of this, and he felt that the 
farmers of the province would herald 
this as the best news received from 
the Government. The .member for Al- 

I berni, as a parting exhortation, sug­
gested that the Government should not 
show quite so much of the white fea­
ther and Indulge less in the Blue Ruin 
talk. The province was a wonderful pro­
vince, possessing wonderful resources, 
and as a matter of fact, he said, the 
people generally were by no means as 
pessimistic as the Government.

PLENTY OF RAILS ARE 
AVAILABLE LOR C.N.R,

Premier Oliver Hears of One 
Hundred and Thirty- 

Five Miles

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 11.

While It would be useless to attemp 
to prophesy the exact date upon which 
an hourly Canadian Northern train 
service will run from Victoria to Sooke 
Harbor it will be of Interest to know 
that a shortage of rails no longer holds 
good as an argument for the non-com­
pletion of the line.

Premier Oliver received a telegram 
this morning from a large concern in 
Montreal to the effect that five thou­
sand tons of fifty-six pound rails and 
ten thousand tons of eighty-pound 
rails were immediately available. The 
Minister of Railways was asked if he 
had any interest In such a subject 
Mr. Oliver wired back to say that he 
was Interested but not to the extent 
of a purchase. He did say, however, 
that he had knowledge of a certain 
railway company—by name the Cana­
dian Northern Pacific—who would nc 
doubt be glad to hear the news, since 
the company In question had many 
miles of graded road on Vancouvei 
Island merely awaiting rails.

The five thousand tons represent 
flftv-six miles and ten thousand tons 
represent eighty miles, so that the 
whole consignment landed in Victoria 
would enable the Canadian Northern 
Pacific Railway to go ahead with its 

t Vancouver Island contract and prac­
tically wipe out the obligation which 
ha* been the storm centre of platform 
and dwelling bouse for many a day in 
this section of the province.

The Premier was also informed yes­
terday by telegram that the Arbitra­
tion Board was resuming Its duties in 
< onnection with the determining of 
( unadlæ mktHetn Share values, with 
the Inquiry as to when it would be 
possible for Mr. Oliver to attend for 
the purpose of placing the case of 
British Columbia before the Board. 
He wired back to say that It would be 
impossible for him to go to Toronto 
for another three weeks, and unless 
arrangements could be so made to fit 
in with that date for B. C.'e hearing he 
would send along additional documen­
tary data for the guidance of the Com-

VACANT LOT BILL 
READ SECOND TIME

Eight-Hour Day Measure for 
Mines Similarly Treated 

by House

Legislative Press . Gallery,
Evening Session, April 10. 

Second reading was given at this 
evening’s session to Hon. William 
Sloan’s Bill designed to limit the hours 
of metalliferous mine workers t. eight. 
The Minister explained that one .of the 
chief objects of the measure was that 
of preserving the contented mind of 
the men who toll underground. It was 
necessary if the output from the mines 
of the Province was to be maintained 
and increased to see to it that the con­
ditions under which the men worked 
were made as easy as possible.

Admittedly there might be some lit­
tle additional cost in the actual oper­
ation of the mines, but he considered 
that to be infinitesimal when compared 
with a contented mining fraternity and 
its attendant assurance of increased 
output, particularly so at this time. 
Last year’s labor troubles were directly 
traceable, the Minister asserted, to 
hours of labor under which the miners 
of Trail, Rossland and Fernie worked.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite dryly observed 
that the Minister of Mines had been 
burning the midnight oil in the pre­
paring of his somewhat lengthy argu­
ments in support of the BUI. New­
castle's member wanted a six-hour's 
day for the coal miner.

The Bill to amend the Metalliferous 
Mines Inspection Act was given its 
second reading, and the debate on the 
second reading of the Coal Mines 
Regulation Act was adjourned by A. I. 
Usher, the member for Fernie.

. Vavant Lots.
Premier Oliver outlined the Vacant 

Lot Conscription Bill, to which refer­
ence has already been made In these 
columns, and the measure was given 
its second reading. rge Bell and 
H. C. Hall, Vlctoriwpiembers, were 
warm in their praise for the Bill, and 
despite the fact that Newcastle’s mem­
ber was torn between two emotions he 
had to concede that the Government 
had at last done something in the in­
terests of increased RfDduction.

The House adjourned at 11.30.

OTTAWA Ml SUPPORT
Premier Oliver Receives Sol­

diers' Delegation on Alien 
Question

RESOLUTION ON CIVIL
SERVICE PRESENTED

1 \
Declaring It to be the duty of the 

Provincial authorities to co-operate In 
every way pdsslble with the Union 
Government, Premier Oliver, replying 
to the delegation of returned soldiers 
and affiliated bodies which waited upon 
the Minister at the steps of the Par- j 
llamept Buildings last evening, stated 
that until Jth» House was made cog­
nizant of thwracts that had caused Sir 

1 Robert Bdrden to hesitate In the adop­
tion of the resolutions dealing with the 

: conscription of enemy aliens, the Pro­
vincial Government would not be In a 
position to give their unqualified en-

-----was a large one. It was
led by rjfcht-eeeing cars packed with

- ■ —1»r îhe



m/oi0f the 601 Regiment that left the 
of the Greftt War Veterans’ 

Association shortly after six o’clock, 
PM«ng by way of Government Street 
to the steps of the Parliament Build- 
‘"f8- to present resolutions to the Pre­
mier respecting the conscription of 

^tid the immediate enforcement of the Civil Service Act.
Fully Representative.

• Showing the band was the Women's ! 
Auxiliary of the Great War Veterans' I 
Association, the Great War Next-of- ,
Kin Association, a large representa­
tion or the Veterans themselves; a del- ! 
egatlon of the Comrades of the Great !
.u representatives of the Win-t he-War League.

Banners bearing striking mottos 
were displayed from all sections of the 
procession and placed to advantage as 
the parade took up its position before 
the steps leading to the Legislative

# ‘*Lwtiere ^aJ°r Monk as spokesman 
of the delegation was introduced to 
Premier Oliver and the members of 
his Cabinet. W. J. Bowser, Leader of 
the Opposition, and Mrs. Ralph Smith, 
lady member for Vancouver, were also 
present.

Resolutions Presented.
Major Monk, addressing the Premier ! 

and Ministers, said he considered it an 
honor to present and ask for the en­
dorsement of resolutions which were 
in the best interests of Canada. They 
had been set before the Federal au­
thorities but Sir Robert Borden had 
hesitated to endorse them. To 
strengthen his hand, the delegation had 
waited upon the Provincial Govern-

Premier’s Reply.
Mr, Oliver in reply said that the mat­

ter of dealing with the resolutions was 
one for consideration by the author!- ; 
ties at Ottawa. The delegation had 
asked the Government, without delib-1 
eration to pass upon them. The speaker 
was not one to shirk a responsibility, 
and he would say that "this Govern­
ment will take these resolutions re­
specting the conscription of enemy 
aliens and give to them its careful con­
sideration. If the Government had not 
acted on this matter in the past it was 
because of lack of time.

At Ottawa, continue! Mr. Oliver, were 
the representatives of the entire Do­
minion of Canada. That Government 
to which the affairs of the country had 
been Intrusted by an overwhelming 
majority, had refused to take immedi­
ate action on the resolutions. Possibly 

1 the Federal authorities were in posses­
sion of information, which Justified 
their attitude. Until the Provincial 
Government had been advised upon all 
circumstances it could not be expect­
ed to give unqualified endorsatlon to a 
matter on which the Federal author!-1 
ties had hesitated.

Alien Bear Full Share.
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"This Government,” declared Mr. 
Oliver, "has been charged with being 
hostile to the soldiers and the Union 
Government; but I say to you that the. 
Government which does not co-operate ; 
with Ottawa or which unnecessarily ' 
opposes that administration is not 
working in that; best interests of Can­
ada. In my opinion the Provincial 
Government will be able to endorse 
your demands, and I am confident will 
go to the limit of its power to make the 
alien bear his full share of the bur-

Major Monk thanked the Premier.for 
his favorable assurances, at the same 
time introducing Comrade A. R. Berry, 
who said he was prepared to submit a 
matter of strictly Provincial concern. 
Mr. Berry read the following resolu­
tion:

"Whereas the Provincial Legislature. 
k at the last session of the House, passed 
a statute Instituting civil service re­
form. to be administered by a Commis­
sioner and providing for preference to 
returned men who are properly quali­
fied to fill vacancies in the Government 
service, and

"Whereas.the appointment of a Com­
missioner to put the new regulations 

, into effect has not yet been made,
“Therefore this assembly respectful­

ly urges on the Provincial Government 
the advisability of immediately ap­
pointing a Civil Setwice Commissioner 
and asks the Premier to announce 
here and now that such an appointment 
will be made forthwith.”

When the burst of applause which 
greeted the reading of the resolution 
subsided Mr. Oliver replied :

Not Studied Bill.
"This bill which you have thus sub­

mitted is one of indictment against the 
Government. It is most unfair not 
only to those who live but to the mem­
ory of the late Premier, whom it ac­
cuses of negligence. I will not receive 
tliis. The man does not live who can 
force me to net against my conscience. 
The Government has been working to 
the limit of human endurance and time 
has not been afforded to deal with this 
matter." It was one, he continued, 
requiring consideration, and personal­
ly the speaker had not had the oppor­
tunity to study what the Act fully en­
tailed.

At this point the Premier was unghle 
to proceed until a volley of interrup­
tions had subsided. He then added : 
"When you think this matter over to­
morrow you will think more of John 
Oliver for not being over-ready with 
‘the glad-hand.' ” Continuing, he de­
clared Ills personal sympathy to rest 
with the returned man. He was the 
father of sons who were wearing the 
uniform.

The delegation, however, expressed 
its disapproval of the attitude adopted 
by the Minister and commenced to re­
tire whi’e he was still speaking, bend­
ing its course to the Princess Theatre, 
where a large mass meeting was held.

Many Interruptions.
99 50

Soldiers' Meeting Demands 
Provincial Endorsation 

of Resolutions
___

MOTIONS IN RESPECT TO 

ALIENS ARE DRAFTED

Mrs, Ralph Smith Scores 
"Come-back" After 

Interruption

The audience of returned soldiers, 
members of auxiliary organizations and 
general public which last evening 
packed to capacity the Princess Thea­
tre, endorsed by a demonstrative and 
unanimous vote the resolutions re­
specting enemy aliens and the enforce­
ment of the Civil Service Act, present­
ed to Premier Oliver, on the steps of 

| the Provincial Parliament Buildings 
earlier in the evening.

Many of the speakers who addressed 
the crowded auditorium criticized 
both the Federal and Provincial Gov­
ernments on their attitude toward the 
enemy alien problem, while the Pro­
vincial Administration was censured 
severely for Its failure to bring Into 
force the Civil Service Act passed last

As a body the meeting decided to 
urge the Provincial Government to 

i lend Its united support endorsing the 
resolution for the conscription of 
aliens before the rising of the House.

The Resolution.
In addition, the following resolution 

was passed by a unanimous standing

"That whereas the present Provin­
cial Government, under the leadership 
of the late Premier, passed a Civil Ser­
vice Act, making it obligatory for all 
civil servants to obtain positions 
through competitive examinations, and 
also containing a special clause con­
cerning applications of returned sol­
diers; and whereas, although this Act 
is now on the statute books of the 
Province of British Columbia but Is 

; non-operative until a commission or 
I controller is appointed, be it resolved 
■ that this meeting here assembled now 
ask the Hon. John Oliver, in his posi- 

I tion as. Premier of British Columbia, to 
put the Act into force.”

The meeting responded heartily to 
most of the speakers, but especially so 

j to Mrs. Ralph Smith, whose right to 
: address the gathering was challenged 
! by Comrade Berry, when Mrs. Smith 
was called upon by the chairman to 
speak. The meeting, however, was 
with the speaker, and when she con­
cluded her audience gave vent to its 
appreciation of her remarks, with 
round after round of applause and 
cries of "Go on."

The Speakers.
The chairman of the evening was 

Major T. B. Monk, who had acted as 
spokesman of the deputation, the 
speakers being Comrades Dorman, H. 
W. Hart, A. R. Berry and Frank Giol- 
ma. of the Great War Veterans’ Asso­
ciation; Frank Higgins, Bhaumont 
Boggs, of the Win-the-War League ; 
Gerald Cross, of the Men’s Auxiliary of : 
the Great War Veterans’ Association ; ! 
Mrs. Ralph Smith, M. P. P.t Mrs 
Thomas Palmer, of the Ladies’ Auxil­
iary of the Great War Veterans’ As­
sociation, and Mrs. Day, president of : 
the Next-of-Kin Association.

The chairman declared the alien j 
enemy question to be the greatest, bar-1 
ring conscription, which Canada has 
tackled since the war began. If the 
measures advocated in the resolutions

1;

presented both to the Dominion andi g 
Provincial Governments were adopted1 
it would put the alien on the same 
footing as the Canadian. "If the coun­
try la good enough for him to live in 
it is good enough for him to fight for,” declared the speaker. Sir Robert Bol­
den had seen fit to hesitate to enforce 
the requirements of the resolutions and 
there was nothing left to be done but1 .s j 
to so mass public opinion that the 
Government would be forced to take} 
action and take it quickly.

Aliens Should Work.
,,Cornrade Dorman said he had no 
idea that any man could have taken ' 
exception to a single clause of the res­
olutions. The war had affected all in 
Canada save the alien. It was right 
that Canadians should do their share 
of the fighting but it was equally just 
that the alien should do likewise or in 
any case work for the same pay. In 
the speaker’s opinion Premier Oliver 
had answered the delegation to the 
Provincial Government like a man who 
did not know there was a war on.

Comrade H. W. Hart, who was one 
of the delegates from the Great War 
Veterans’ Association to the Dominion 
conference which interviewed Premier 
Borden, endorsed fully the resolutions 
in regard to the steps that were pro­
posed for the controlling of enemy 
aliens. He said the Government real­
ized the serions ness of the situation, 
but before it took action it wished to 
have the endorsation of the public 
throughout the Dominion. The ob­
jection had been raised that the labor 
party was opposed to the conscription 
of alien enemies, but the speaker had ! 
it on authority that such was not the ‘

Only Safe Course.Continuing, Mr. Hart said it had I 
been mentioned that the matter was 
one of international law and that if 
aliens were conscripted Germany 
would retaliate. So far as he was con­
cerned, he was unaware that Germany 
recognized any international law 
While he was in the east it had been 
pointed out that aliens employed in 
munition works had given faithful 
service. Such a circumstance, how­
ever, was no proof that they were not 
waiting the time to strike the telling 
blow. Proper control of these peoples 
was the only safe course. If there 
was a scarcity of labor why not let the 
alien clear land for $1.10 a day.

When it was found that the Federal 
Government would hesitate to enforce 
the resolutions, the conference of 
delegates of the Great War Veterans’ 
Association of Canada decided to hold 
meetings throughout all Canada te 
gain public and representative endor­
sation, he concluded.

En|erecd Policy.
,„c- T- Croi^Vresident of the Win- 
the- W ar League, stated that the or­
ganization which he represented had ' 
endorsed the resolution with respect 
to enemy aliens, and called upon 
Frank Higgins to state the policy of > 
the league.“The policy of the Win-the-War, ‘ 

,s.a®.U.!„ " .1° doto Insure, 
the utilization of the man-power and 
resources of Canada to bring this con-

:
cure the right conditions for the re- ’ >

°n BUch H Platform was 
the Union Government elected, and 

wou,d do its Utmost to see 
platform Govcrnment carried out that 

, Great Problems
“rb,'r" ,of the league who could 

,much at the Fre.it were doing 
their utmost at home. In the face of 
the present crisis why was It, asked
tS thêl™ T’ Ilf* Cll,;uUl »ent men 
° Lh„„f ?nt whlle aliens were allowed , s 

of ‘ home- In Canada thousands ■
”ere to be found in the In- '

shmîüi h. CM5Î" coneumtng food that | 
ma “Ld h " bî?n sent to the soldiers. ,
TJese men refused to work and no 1 effort was made to turn them Into pro- f J 

ofien™. ,S?t5a<i of con’umera. People flrin» t/hïed for tl1? ®Teat Problems 
racing the country, but they were not 
iarger than those which had been suc­
cessfully met In the past. If the pres- ;

cou,d not deal "Hh them 
a , S. d tbeco,h' Of Canada's man- 
j1®°d' T,1? the speaker it was a catas- 
m "hH tila.V the poultry was thus “held lîoutitü. prop£r “tops been' taken 
ÏL?$£? ,!?c “peaker ventured to pre- j 
rieL. Ô . h* rfffrettable incidents of

The* FW,|V“Uld. h^vc b“en “voided. > 
of Canada had been 

threaiened by a mob In Kitchener, and
iroVemnlo6 k"C men ln Canada had 
fi~5n2,0y*d business but political 
standards. Graft had been tolerated ibêg,eTBZ,',The Vnlted states Sklng
maklnâdnhad paMed a =la<*ers- bill S 
making it necessary for these aliens Jtratiorp ' *Tnii a COntnu>t orTdmiiT I 

■St in Ottawa a code of rules was
servePlt^d th® people ^ueated to ob- 1

Demand Endorsation.
Against Canada’s patriots there was 

ft}0" Dominion governed by
I to bS vie an?Jf 0,6 9ue8Uon was 
! miJSTi H-k* d./or the moment in & po- am 
.tical llght it was up to Canadiaes to

were not contro"«1 by lxü
■■ 1

tiwr



'Rfrentlj' presented to the House by the 
honorable gentleman. In brief the pe­
tition asks for relief from taxation, re­
vision of the system of the valuation of | 
land, exemption of improvements, for | 
a Court of -Revision better acquainted I 
with the Vàried local conditions and 
such other remedial measures as the 
Government might deem advisable.

Weighty Petition.
The Saanich member was of the 

opinion that every member of the 
House would be struck by the reason­
ableness of the requests contained "In 
the petition to which he had made ref­
erence. There was no doubt that the 
argument for relief was sound and 
reasonable and the presentation 
most moderate under the circum­
stances. As evidence of the weight of 
the document presented to the House 
Mr. Pauline said that It contained no 
less ihan 2,100 signatures, representing 
probably ten thousand people who 
were earning 'their living directly from 
the land and engaged In the all essen­
tial process of producing more food­
stuffs.

Straining the Truth.
“On the one hand," Mr. Pauline went 

on. “we urge upon the farmer the duty 
he owes to the Empire to increase 
food production, yet on the other hand 
we impose taxes upon him such as 
tend to discourage production and les­
sen his will to make more improve­
ments and clear more land. The Min­
ister of Finance," he iterated, "says 
that the farmers are not grumbling: 
but the farmers ns a class are long 
suffering and to say that the farm- 

! ers of the unorganized districts are 
satisfied would be to strain the truth." 

i Mr. Pauline alluded to the fact that 
thq question of exempting farm Im­
provements was an old one. It was 
dealt with by the Royal Commission 
of 1911, and the following observations 
cnlled from the report were worth 
quoting:

Royal Commissions.
"Further, It has been argued 

again as a matter of principle, that 
improvement on lands should be 
exempt frotn taxation altogether, 
and that the basis of valuation for 
the purpose of taxation should be 
the reasonable sale price of the 
land in a state of nature, due re­
gard being had In fixing the price 
to all the conditions as to loca­
tion, facility of access, fertility, 
and so on, that would influence a 
purchaser . . . that this true
value should be the selling value 
of the land subject to deduction 
for the present value of the Im­
provements thereon. . . It has*, 
been urged that the taxation of 
improvements, like the taxation of 
persbnal property, would be a 
penalization of thrift and energy, 
and ought to be abolished in a 
community whose chief aims are 
progress and the development of all 
kinds of industry.

•Penally, it has been maintained 
that the exemption of Improve­
ments from taxation would more 
especially relieve the farmers and 
the agricultural classes generally, 
who In the judgment of your Com­
missioners, should be especially en­
couraged, the prosperity of no 
other class being so essential to 
the best Interests of the Province 
at large."

Still Another.
Again the Royal Commission on 

Taxation appointed in the year 1912, 
said Mr. Pauline, had the following ob­
servations to make in the report com­
pleted and Issued In 1914:

“We found everywhere in the 
province a very strong feeling that 

1 farm improvements should be ex- 
. tnipted from taxation, and we are 

convinced that their inclusion for 
taxation purposes Is a penalty on 
progressive farming. We under­
stand that this view Is already held 
by your Government, and that it is 
its declared intention to exempt 
improvements from taxation, as 
recommended by the Royal Com­
mission on Taxation. We would 
urge that this be done at the 
earliest possible moment, making 
the basis of valuation of land for 
taxation purposes as nearly as 
possible the price that n willing 
purchaser would pay if the land 
were In the state of nature. . . . 
We therefore recommend: (1) 
That, at as early a date as possible, 
improvements on farm lands be 
exempted from taxation, and that 
the basis of valuation of land for 
taxation purposes be made as near­
ly as possible the price that a will­
ing purchaser would pay If the land 
were in jb. state of nature.”

•’ No Hèeult-r™*4™" '
Mrand not
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The speafter advocated sending the 
resolution»™ the Provincial Govern­
ment wltti the request that after en- 
dorsationp they be forwarded to Otta­
wa. If jlhe provincial authorities were 
not prepared to endorse the resolu­
tions, Sr. Higgins declared that on 
the last day of the sitting of the House 
he was prepared to head a body of 
citizens toXwalt upon the Government 
to demand ftheir endorsatlon.

Women Too.
Mrs. Thomas Palmer, of the Ladies1 

Auxiliary of the Great War Veterans' 
Association, slid the organization she 
represented wflte determined to do its 
utmost to stane behind the men in 
every just an<| reasonable demand 
they might mal

I On behalf of the Men's Auxiliary of 
the Great War Veterans Gerald Cross 
wanted to know&why It was that If the 
Government cou# Intern aliens in 1914 
it should be necessary to hesitate now. 
The speaker scored a system that per­
mitted aliens to be employed in ship­
yards and powder works where there 
were not even guards for the protec- ■ 
tlon of war Industry. Speaking for the ; 
Men’s Auxiliary of the Veterans' As­
sociation he demanded that the alien 
be interned and forced to work.

Bible Students.
Mr. Cross stated that In his opinion 

the spreading of German propaganda 
was by no means confined to the ac­
tual alien. In no uncertain tone he 
flayed the International Bible Stu­
dents' Association. The speaker was 
not one to quarrel with any man’s re- | 
llglon, but when a body of people 
saturated their literature with enemy 
propaganda It was high time that such 
matter should be banned.

In conclusion he asserted that if the 
Government did not do Its duty hi the 
matter of endorsing the resolutions he 
was prepared to tell the authorities 
that the people had put them in and 
would also put them out

Thought Not Correct.
' Beaumont Boggs asserted that it was 
not within the power of the Premier of 
British Columbia to say immediately 
his Government would endorse the 
resolutions respecting aliens, but he 
could have declared himself ready to 
enforce the Civil Service Act. With 
respect to this matter Mr. Boggs felt 
that the Premier had not adopted the 1 
correct attitude.

If the Government was working 
overtime, Mr. Boggs felt they should 
be glad to do so. "When I looked 
around and saw those men who had 
fought in the horror of thé trenches, 
the mothers and wives of fallen sol- ! 
diers who are struggling In poverty ! 
because of the sacrifices they have 
made, I felt the Premier might have 
felt fortunate in having four sons left 
and that he might well work overtime 

| even for nothing. I supported the old 
j Government until I felt it was time for 
a change, and now I feel It is time for 
a change again. But we don’t want 
the old regime; we don’t want a Bow­
ser or a Hawthomthwaite; we want a 
representative of the men who have 
been in. the trenches. In the by-elec- 
tlon that Is approaching the candidate 
who opposes the returned soldier wiH' 
insult not only them but their wives.

Square Deal.
Mrs. R. S, Day, President of the 

Great War Next-of-Kin Association, 
said the body she represented fully 

'recognized its duties to the boys on 
sea, land and also to those who were 
returning. The Veterans might count 
on the Next-of-Kin for support in all 
reasonable plans. The speaker had 
voted for the Union Government in ! 
order that the boys might have a fight­
ing chance and those who had return­
ed home a square deal. The women 
she represented were going to stand 
behind those resolutions to see to It 
that the fighting chance and the 
square deal were forthcoming.

An Incident which threatened for a 
few moments to divide the sentiment 
of a previously harmonious meeting 
occurred when the chairman called up- i 
on Mrs. Ralph Smith, lady member for 
Vancouver In the Provincial Govern­
ment, to address the assemblage, but 
the hearty welcome and applause 
which greeted Mrs. Smith did not de­
ter Comrade Berry raising a protest on 
the ground that the meeting would be 
a political one. Undaunted by the in­
terruption, which it was evident had 
created a difference of opinion in the 
audience, Mrs. Smith waited for 
quietness.

No Fear.
"I have no fear for either man or 

devil. I stand here to know/Whether, 
after I have been asked toTspeak at 
this meeting, you wish to hear me.” 
There was a sustained chorus of "We 
do.”

“I have been termed a politician," 
said Mrs. Smith, "and you have de­
clared that I opposed a returned sol­
dier candidate. Let me say that the 
people of Vancouver sent me to the

PLEADS THE CE OF 
STRUGGLING FIRE

*-i v

F, A, Pauline is Friend of the. 
Unorganize Dis­

tricts

STRONGLY FAVORING

PERMANENT HIGHWAYS

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 10. !

Continuing the debate on the Budget 
at this evening's sitting of the House,
F. A. .Pauline, the member for Saan- . 
lch, took up the cudgels in behalf of j 
the farmers of the unorganized districts , 
Along the 1 inesepet forth in a petition jr

Legislature by a nut -uncertain major- 
| itSK tiW. electorate I am a soldier’s 

BO long as God lends me 
! breath T will work for the best‘Inter- 
ests of the returned man. Do you still 
wish me to speak?"

Tribute of Approval.
Supported by the unanimous tribute 

of approval the spreker continued. "I 
was born und**r the British flag and j 
under it I intend to die. You say, you , 
do not want a politician, and I answer i 
that my life's work has been in the in- j 
terests of womanhood. What our1 
boys are fighting for to-day are the 
principles that I have net and will not 
forsake."'

The speaker made an eloquent ap­
peal for united action. The common 
cause of the boys demanded unity on 
the part of both men and women. 
With respect to her attitude on the 
enemy alien question Mrs. Smith re­
ferred back to a period several months 
ago when addressing a Toronto gath­
ering she had declared herself in favor 
of interning all aliens. Every one of 
them should have been turned out un­
der Government supervision, at the 
point of the bayonet if necessary, to 
produce. "What of the call for food 
from the Motherland?" queried the 
speaker.

Three weeks after the Union Gov­
ernment was elected to power it would 
have been possible for it to discuss the 
entire alien problem with the Provin­
cial Premiers. Nothing had been done, 
nor was likely to be done until the men 
and women of Canada, as a body, de­
manded that the alien should be con- ; 
scripted.

Why Trivialitiesf
Why was It that trlvalities engaged 

the attention of the Government? Why 
did it not s&ylthat profiteering was to 
stop; that rich and poor should be ra­
tioned alike? The speaker would have 
appreciated the opportunity of being 
food controller for a few days, for she 
questioned the loyalty of the man or 
woman who was not prepared to make 
sacrifices in a time like the present. 
The returned man might rest assured 
that she would not cease to labor in 
hie interests. The resolutions which 
were aimed directly at the conscription 
of the alien were not going to lie Idly 
on the table. She advised that they 
be forwarded immediately to Ottawa 
while sLa herself was willing to talk 
in their favor on the floor of the Legis-

In conclusion Mrs. Smith said:
“I am not a politician, I am a wo­

man. I have had but one desire: to 
do a kindness, to perform my duty. I 
will do my utmost; it may be but little, 
but whatever It is you will know I am 
sincere."

Civil Service Act.
Declaring that “Honest John Oliver" 

had not been sincere with himself in 
respect to the Civil Service Act, Com­
rade Berry denounced an attitude of 
the Provincial Government which he 
said was antagonistic to the returned 
soldier. He claimed the Government 
had made excuse after excuse in re­
spect to its attitude to the returned; 
man and his employment In the clviL 
service. "Honest John and his clique 
don't intend the returned man to get 
anything."

Comrade Frank Giolma declared the 
Premier had "lied." “When he told us 
he had not studied the civil service 
question he knew that there had been 
meetings on the subject and that our 
resolutions had been flouted. The 
Premier hates the sight of a returned' 
man," concluded the speaker, adding 
that he took the opportunity of asking 
Mrs. Smith to bring the resolution re­
specting the enforcement of the ClviL 
Service Act to the attention of the 
House to-morrow.



Pauline, following those reports com­
piled for the Government of the day at 
a large cost. “What was the situation 
at that time?” queried the member for 
Saanich as he proceeded to quote the ' 
figures of the net debt of the prov­
ince during the years those Commis- I 
sions were sitting. Freezing on to the 
net debt of $8,033.88 in 1911 and 
$252,416.14 in 1912, and so on until 
neafly touching the twenty-one million 
mark in 1917, Mr. Pauline said he was 
almost at a loss for words when he al­
lowed himself to contemplate the fact 
that during the period when the debt 
of the province was at ij.s lowest point, 
tho recommendation of that Royal 
Commission had fallen on deaf and 
unsympathetic ears.

Some of the Way.
Considerable satisfaction would en­

sue, however, as a result of the Min­
ister’s announcement that taxation on 
farm improvements had at last been 
lifted, the fact that it had to be done 
at a time when the finances of the j 
province were at the lowest ebb, not­
withstanding. Add to this step the re- | 
vision of the assessment on farm lands 
upon an equitable basis and the Gov- ; 
ernment would have gone a long way 
towards granting the relief asked for 
the petitioners in whose behalf he was 
pleading, said Mr. Pauline.

Concrete Roads W' an ted.
Passing on to the question of roads ! 

as advocated by the member for Al- ■ 
berni, Mr. Pauline said Mr. Wallace j 
was on firm ground when he advocated ; 
permanent cement paving by way of i 
substitution to the ordinary macadam.
The latter had been shown to be ex- 

' ceedingly expensive to maintain, espe­
cially upon those highway sections 
over which heavy motor traffic was 
constantly passing.

While concrete would naturally mean 
a good deal more initial expense he 
contended that in the long run it 
would be a policy of economy. He 
thought the Government might very 
well consider a policy of permanent 
roads and he proceeded to make feeling j 
reference to that section of the Island ! 
Highway near Colwood—the‘bane of, 
all motorists. Here was an opportun- | 
ity for the Government to take a triai 
trip with a cement road. In any case 
cement road making, so far as the Isl­
and was concerned,had the advantage 
over asphalt for the simple reason that 
it was not necessary to import the ma­
terial. „ ^

F. W. Anderson, member for Kam- 
i loops, continued the debate and his re­
marks are recorded elsewhere in this 
issue. ______  __

DOES NOT FAVOR HOPE 
TO PRINCETON SCHEME
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F, W, Anderson Talks Roads; 
Civil Service Superannu­

ation Advocated

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 10.

The most confirmed roads enthus- j 
last could scarcely* complain that the I 
subject has been neglected by the 
members of the Legislature, for al­
though the interest of some members 
centres not upon the quality of th.e 
road there are others who have the 
keen eye for the automobiling tourist 
and are advocates of concrete paving 
by the league. When F. W. Anderson,

; the member for Kamloops, rose to con­
tinue the debate on the Budget to­
night it was obvious that his “road 

i observations” would not be confined to 
j any measley stretch of a few miles. He 

launched at once into the much dis- 
| cussed but still unrealized inter-pro­
vincial highway.

The Two Routes.
I Mr. Andeison is a firm believer that 
a trans-provincial highway should 
take the Fraser river route to Kam- 

; loops instead of the aeroplane route 
via Hope and Princeton. He says that 
the almost unsurmountable height of 
the southern route, with its July snow­
balls, must be an obstacle to consum­
mation, and that the only logical way 
lies along the more northern route to 
Kamloops, thence through the North 
Thompson Valley and the Yellowhead 
to its Alberta outlet.

The member for Kamloops claims 
that while $200,000 had already been 
spent on the section between Silver 
Creek and Hope with an estimate for 
$600,000 to obtain completion to Prince­
ton it was likely that the total cost of 

I finishing the road between Hope and

Princeton would run over à million. 
He said the road between Hope and 
Princeton would climb an altitude of 
five thousand feet where snowballs 
would be found in July, and where 
winter traffic was impossible. The 
Fraser and Thompson river route 
would not be expensive, would give a 
longer transportation season, would 
serve the agricultural districts of Yale, 
Kamloops and Omenica and Fort 
George through connecting roads.

“We cannot build a highway of any 
kind for joy riding alone," he declared 
in referring to the scenic advantages 
claimed for the southern route.

Shylocks of Society.
Financial matters followed and in 

reference to the Weart banking speech. j
Mr. Anderson said that Mr. Weart : 

might well have gone further in order 
to include a criticism of the money 
lenders. He gave an instance of “note 
shaving," where the borrower got only 
$800 on a loan of $1,000 for three 
months. The interest worked out at 
sixty per cent. These money lenders, 
whom he called the Shylocks of so­
ciety, should be licensed, and also pro­
hibited from charging more than a 
reasonable rate of Interest. Mr. And­
erson said he was against the practice 
of banks levying compound interest, a 
course which he claimed was illegal.

Civil Servants Superannuation.
Among other things advocated by the j 

Chief Whip was an inventory of Pro- 
vlncial farm lands, since he thought 
they should be classified, and each 
farmer required to put in a certain 
percentage of foodstuffs most required 
by the state for war purposes. He 
advocated the adoption of a superan­
nuation scheme for civil servants and 
suggested that the nubile . would be 
benefitted by a uniform law relating 
to the incorporation and administra­
tion of companies throughout the, 
^Dominion.

J. S. Cowpcr, adjourned the debate.
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TO INSURE ACTION 
IN RESPECT OF THE 

SLOCAN SITUATION
Government Will Appoint Rep­

resentative to Assist Nel­
son Committee

ROYAL COMMISSION TO 

FOLLOW IF NECESSARY

LegisU
Aftei

,_jlatlve Press Gallery, 
ftemoon Sitting! April 11.

The Leader of the Opposition was 
perfectly satisfied to vote for an 
amendment to the Nelson resolution 
this afternoon as introduced by the 
Minister of Mines. It provided that 
in the pending investigation of the 
silver lead mining situation in the 
Sloean the Government should be re­
presented by a competent officiai, who 
could watch the Interests of the pro­
vince euad at the same time be Of some 
assistance to the Committee.

His support to the change, however, 
was mainly on account of the amend­
ment's further provision that if the 
facts adduced by the Committee en­
trusted with the probe went to show 
that the Trail Smelter people were in 
the wrong and that persistence in en­
forcing the new schedule was calcu­
lated to work hardship to the mining 
fraternity, then the Government would 
be empowered to ask the Lieutenant- 
Qovernor-in-Council to appoint a 
Royal Commission or to take Such 
other steps as might be necessary to 
cope with and settle the trouble.

Afraid Of It.
Reference has already been made to 

this question many times in these 
columns and more lengthily In this 
day's issue, when Mr. Bowser signified 
his intention of voting for the Haw­
thorn thwaite resolution calling at once 
for the Royal Commission. The trader 
/of the Opposition had little faith in 
Vtito Associated Boards of Trade Com- 
i mit tee now taking care of the càse

I
 with the aid of a Federal appointee 
in the person of a renowned metgl-

I lurgist, and was apprehensive lest the I 
j report would either savor' of politics 
or lack honesty of purpose.

He was reminded by the Minister; 
of Mines this afternoon that It was1 
a rather unfortunate imputation to 
put on the ultimate finding*» of the 

i Committee, because the ««-Minister 
i of Mines, Lome Campbell, chanced to 
be one of Its number. While Mr. ; 
Sloan had to confess that Mr. Camp- ! 
bell had been guilty of a very grave | 
mistake once in his life, by joining the 
Government of his friend opposite, he 
scarcely felt that the'error of his Ways I 
in that connection would have any 
bearing—as a man of wide mining 
knowledge—on the Issue under review. 
The Minister of Mines recounted for 
the benefit of the House the genesis of 
the present trouble and the temporary 

' alleviation made possible by fepre- 
1 sentations to Ottawa late last year by 
■ the late Premier Brewster.

Arbiter of Morals.
I It was the suggestion of a distorted, 
partisan or dishonest report and the 
general slur both upon the standing 
mining committee of the House, as well 
as the Associated Boards of Trade 
Committee that brought the member 
for Sloean and the sponsor of the 
original resolution to his feet “Not 
presuming to pose as the superman of 
parliamentary procedure in this House, 
it may be that in the course of time 
and by drinking at the fountain of 
wisdom which flows so liberally from 
the self-constituted controller of the 
destinies of this House that I shall 
learn," came from Mr. Nelson's chest 
with commendable ease as he donned 
his armor and proceeded to let drive 
at Mr. Bowser for daring to pose as 
the arbiter of morals. “Honest, for­
sooth!" exclaimed the Boundary mem­
ber with disdain and to the accom­
paniment of roars of laughter.

Mining Camouflage.
While Mr. Bowser regretted 

that Mr. Nelson’s “baby at­
tempt" at a resolution had 
become stranded at the end Of the re­
cital, he felt bound to say to the 
House that the original terms were 
merely a species of camouflage—min­
ing camouflage—interjected Into the 
House during tfae dying days O* the 
session. Apd so puzzling pad been 
Mr. Nelson's arguments that the Lead­
er of the Opposition had been doubtful 
as to which way the Sloean member 
had intended to vote.

Realizing by thig time that Mr. 
Bowser was coasting in indefinable I 
waters and fretting further out all the 1 
time, Mr. Farris became inquisitive as 
to the manner of Mr. Bowser1» vote; • 
whereupon the Leader of the Opposi­
tion said he was getting round to that. 
He did and supported the Sloan 
amendment closing the debate.

J. S. COWPER COMES
E

Says M, A, MaofW?lcl is a 
Young Man With Lois 

to Learn

RELUCTANT TO STIR.

UP MUDDIED WATERS

Legislative Press Gallery.
Afternoon Session, April 11.

A challenge for any Liberal mem­
ber of the House to admit that he had 
shared in the fIF.,000 which $T. A. Mac­
donald, senior member for Vancouver, 
received a year ago from R. J. Mac­
kenzie was flung at the HoUse yester­
day afternoon by J. S, Cowper, fifth 
member for Vancouver, in speaking on 
the Budget debate and in reply to the 
attack made on himself and Dr. Mc­
Intosh by their senior colleague.

The Vancouver member, who said 
that he was reluctant to stir up the 
muddied waters of a year ago but for 
the fact that Mr. Macdonald’s attack 
left him no option but to reply, said 
that his answer to Mr. Macdonald as 
to why he had selected him and his 
$15,000 contribution for exposure and 
had not attacked the B. O. E. R. con­
tribution would be short and pointed. 
It was that the B. C. E. R. contribu­
tion, which had been accepted without 
his knowledge and had been spent in 
the legitimate campaign, whereas the 
$15,000 contribution from Mr. Mac­
kenzie had never baen accounted for 
in any official fund.

A Young Man.
"I will not follow my friend in his 

ridicule and afcuse of rayselL I jrHj
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merely deal with the public aspects oi 
my frknd’ii attack," said Mr. Cowper. 
who agreed with Mr. S. S. Taylor's 
plea on behalf of his client at the close 
cf the Gregory enquiry: “He is a young 
man who has lots to learn in his 
career as a politician."

My friend now says he was taken 
by surprise and led into making a 
denial of the charge through a mis­
leading verbal report from the present 
Premier," said the Vancouver mem­
ber. "The hon. gentleman is twelve 
months too late and many years too 
soon in making that discovery. Hon. 
members will recall that the words I 
used and which formed the basis of 
my friend’s denial were on motion of 
the House taken down in writing, 
were printed in the press and in the 
records of the House. My friend had 
time to write out an elaborate written 
denial. Two days later when I dis­
covered, the error I had made in the 
excitement and changed the figure 
twenty-five to fifteen, the hon gentle­
man repeated his previous denial. He 
cannot claim to have been taken by 
surprise in his denial."

The Investigation.
"His second ground of complaint is 

that he had been tricked into an in­
vestigation which he describes as 'a 
travesty of Justice and an affront of 
every principle of decency.’ Well, I 
ask. whb ordered and arranged the In­
vestigation. I did not. It was my 
friend who demanded it, who drew up 
the Order-ln-Council, selected the 
Commissioner and doubtless saw to It 
that no Crown counsel was appointed 
to press the case against himself. It 
was his own enquiry, so to speak, and 
if he has suffered by it he has been 
merely hoist with his own petard. His 
attack on the learned judge does not 
display that sense of 'British decency* 
which he pointed out and applauded In 
himself.

"Then mv friend takes great comfort 
in the evidence of Dr. Mackensio that 
It was not C. N. R. money. Ho\v t)r. 
Mackenzie, who professed extreme 
ignorance even of the fact that his 
kinsman was a director of the C. N.
R. knew it was not C. N. R. money Is 
not clear. But it Is common knowl­
edge that railway directors of the pre­
datory type are all highly philanthropic 
and public-spirited citizens. They 
always insist on giving their own 

I private money,
“Who Is R. J. Mackenzie?"

Mr. Cowper warmly criticized the 
former Attorney-General for his attack 
on the Commission, quoting from the 
evidence to show that far from con­
ducting a roving commission Mr. Jus­
tice Gregory had held the reins ex­
ceedingly tight, refusing to allow Dr 
Mackenzie to be asked such an obvious 
question us "Who is R. J. Mackenzie?" 
and informing the witness that if he 
wished to refuse to answer any ques­
tions put to him that he would not be 
punished for contempt. Mr. Cowper 
suggested that as he had felt ag­
grieved at the rigid interpretation his 
lordship had placed on his instruction 
that probably It was a proof that the 

[Commission had dealt out even- 
I handed Justice.

"My hon. friend puts the question 
up to me bluntly as to why I did not, 
when I learned of the B. C. Electric 
contribution, try and create trouble 
over It. I will answer just as plainly,'’, 

j continued the Vancouver member. "At 
that time I was engaged In trying to i 

| find out where the funds bad conie ! 
i from which paid for the 'elaborate and 
1 expensive scheme of personation' |J 
which a parliamentary committee and 
a commission of Judges have both 
found had been practised on my 
friend's behalf. I learned that the B. 
C. E. R. contribution had been paid 
over to the official funds Of the party 
n.nd been spent on legitimate purposes. 
The $15,000 paid by this C. N. R. direc- 
tor to my non. friend never reached 
any official fund of the Liberal party." 

We Don’t Care a Hang.
“Liberal members and Liberals 

\ ' throughout the country have a right
to know what becomes of moneys 

illcited and received in their names,’’ 
leclared the speaker, who said that 

Hon. Mr. Macdonald’s attitude to 
wards the public was voiced at the 
inquiry through his counsel, 8. 8. Tay 
lor, who said: “We don’t care a hang 
for the public. The public will only 
find out what it Is entitled to know 
and no more” and ridiculed the idea 
of the official party treasurer knowing 
anything about the real finances of 
the party, saying “Everybody knows 
thàt the real campaign funds never 
pass through the regulation channels."

“That mây be my hon. friend’s Idea 
of public moralii but it is not mine 
and I am satisfied that it is npt the 
ideal 91 the majority of tpe members 
of this Jïpusé, When that coldly 
hrageh code 16 adopted by the Llbêfal 
party, thefl one loyàl member at least 
will fctep outside of its ranks," de­
clared the speaker,

Mr. Cowper protested that he had 
not begn Actuated by any animosity 
towards his colleague. He stated that 
he had pledged his own credit to hçlp 
ralee funfr tor bis colleague, tiret

soli

election in Vancouver, had worked for 
his return, had refused to testify 
against him at the inquiry into which 
the Attorney-General had forced him, 
and after it was over had successfully 
interceded on his behalf with a dele­
gation of Vancouver Liberals who h?.d 
come to the Capital to demand his ex- 

. pulsion from the House.

OPPOSmON LEADER 
EXPLAINS HIS BILL

Moves Second Reading of 
Amendment to Provincial 

Election Act

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Session, April 11.

With a point of procedure respect­
ing private members’ day settled by 
Mr. Speaker Keen in hie favor, the 
Leader of the Opposition moved that 

; the bill sponsored by himself and in- ! 
tltuled an Act to amend the Provin­
cial Elections Act be read a second 

I time this afternoon. A brief recital 
of the provisions of the proposed 
measure by Mr. Bowser preceded the 
adjournment of the debate by the 
Premier.

Soldiers, Sailors. Nurses.
As already mentioned in these 

columns the amendment to the exist­
ing statute has specific application In 
respect of soldiers, sailors and nurses 
who have served overseas and are not 
on the voters’ lists. Mr. Bowser ex­
plained that men were constantly re­
turning and would, of course, continue 
to return, whose names In some cases 
had been removed from the lists for 
various causes. Others, he said, had 
gone away under age for admission to 
the electorate and not a few were fully 
qualified but had fallled to avail them­
selves of the franchise.

Mr. Bowser contended, and he felt 
sure that each member of the House 
would agree with him, that every sol­
dier, sailor or nurse with active ser­
vice to his or her credit should be en­
abled to exercise the franchise. But 
it is to prevent the customary wait 
for the semi-annual sitting of the 
Court of Revision towards which the 
Act Is intended to be specific In its 
application.

It provides that applicants entitled 
to the vote shall give the necessary 
proof of service to the registrar within 
five days of any election and that the 
registrar shall give such name to the. 
returning officers within three days 
of an election, thus enabling the sol­
dier, sailor or nurse to get a ballot 
paper on polling day. i:

USEFUL AMENDMENT
Discoverers of Timber for Pulp Pi 

poses Will Now Be Protected.

Legislative Press Gallery,
The benefits of this Session's amend­

ment to the Forest Act, by which dis: 
coverers of timber for pulp purposes 
are to be protected insofar ad their 
costs of location are concerned, will 
now be extended to all discoverers of 
any timber areas, according to a 
second amendment offered by Hugh 
Stewart, of Comox, and accepted by 
the Legislature.

Under the old Act, when the locator 
of timber limits applied to the Minis­
ter of Lands for license to cut on the 
property, the Minister cruised it and 
advertised for tenders. 1n many cases 
the discoverer was outbid, and thus 
lost his time and money spent on lo­
cating. The Minister's amendment pro­
vided that in connection with pulp tim­
ber licenses the discoverer would be 
repaid his expenses out of funds put up 
by the successful tenderer.

Mr. Stewart presented a clause ap­
plying this concession to all timber, so 
that the original locator might receive 
a reasonable sum, within the discretion 
of the Minister, but not to exceed the 
cruising cost incurred by the Govern­
ment. The intention of the Comox 
member in successfully Introducing this 
amendment was to protect the interest 
of the small locator who would there­
fore not lose money In case he was not 
fortunate enough to obtain the license 
at the time of auction. .... : i

WILL DROP POLITICS 
LOR SOCK KNITTING

Legislature Adjourned at 
Three a. m. To-day With 

One Sock Completed ~

STRICT ATTENTION TO 

BUSINESS IS NEW PLAN

Legislative Press Gallery.
Evening Sitting. April 11.

Knit two. purl two; knit two, purl 
two; and so on ad lib. was the rythm- 
like Instruction wafted to the ears of 
the Minister of Finance by the lady 
member for Vancouver as her deft fing­
ers guided his needle into the wool. The! 
scene was the Legislative Hall and the 
hour one a. m. to-day. The Leader of 
the Opposition was repenting his 
speech delivered during the debate on 
the address—with a little arithmetic 
added. Enough members of the Govern­
ment were In their places to protect 
the “brute majority." Somè of them 
were dozing—others merely reclining 
and betting with themselves as to whe- | 
ther Mr. Bowser would be through be- ! 
fore daylight.

A Ray of Hope.
There was an air of suspense—a 

wondering whether or not an all-night! 
session would after all have any ma- I 
terial effect on the great struggle now j 
being waged in France. The member; 
for South Okanagan, who earlier in j 
the evening had the floor for nearly i 
three hours, appeared to believe that i 
the irrigation systems in Egypt, in In­
dia and in Australia were necessary to 
be understood so that the needs of his 
dry belt constituency could be appreci­
ated in true perspective. The Leader 
of the Opposition displayed commend­
able apprehension lest Sir Douglas 
Haig should not get all the details of 
the Cobble Hill farm—the conduct and 
general arrangement concerning which 
came in for criticism; it was indeed a 
white elephant, said he.

John Hart Drops a Stitch. 
“There, now you’ve dropped a stitch." 

was the sotto voce observation from the 
lady member for Vancouver, which 
brought the House back to earth. The 
Hon. John Hart was still knitting socks 
for soldiers. The Kitchener toe was 
causing him a good deal of anxiety but 
an expert tutor and a willing pupil 
usually insures the surmounting of ob­
stacles more formidable even than this 
knitting-needle problem. The toe was 
finished and as the lady member he hi 
up the Minister’s handiwork the glow 
of pride which lighted up her counten­
ance was visible from the Press Gal­
lery. Just a small lump on the heel 
perhaps and the tiniest kink in the toe 
were the* only blemishes. Bu" 
of that?

“I say you have borrowed $5,444,000 
in two years to make up your deficits.’’ 
Thus was the proud contemplation of 
the sock rudely interrupted by the 
Leader of the Opposition. Kindly al 
ways, however, Premier Oliver remind 
ed Mr. Bowser that Mr. Hart should 
be allowed to proceed with his knitting. 
“He would do better at that than at 
finance," retorted the soldiers' cham­
pion.

One Sock Up!
But the good seed had been planted. 

The lady member for Vancouver will ; 
pat herself on the back when she comes ; 
to a full realization of the inestimable 
benefit of that knitting lesson. When ! 
Mr. Bowser had finished his verbal 
drive, which lasted from 12.23 until 
2.43, the Chief Whip is alleged to have 
called a caucus on the spot. It was 
neceésary. Dlsquietening murmurs were 
abroad that revolt threatened unless 
each member of the Government were 
guaranteed tuition in a calling that was 
really practical.

The Debate on the Budget was closed 
and the formal resolution on the first 
vote for public debt passed. What 
elee ,mattered with the Minister of 
Finance one sock up and another to 
play? Informal though the caucus 
was, an agreement—perfectly unani­
mous—was reached placing the mem-
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>«*rs °f the House on record in favor of 
knitting lessons. The stand was taken 
by several members that by the adop- 
tlon business methods it would be 
possible to dispatch the public busi­
ness of the province in five days and 
devote the rest of a limited period to 
knitting.

Unofficial.
. Whiie the Press was denied entrance i 
to this epoch-making gathering the 
representative of The Times is credi- ! 
bly informed that Mr. Bowser himself ! 
was so overcome with the idea that he 
relented for having made so slighting 
a reference to the Finance Minister's 
newly-found avocation. Not to be out­
done by a Grit he will attempt to con- ' 
sole himself that his three-hour ' 
speeches after all contribute very little 
to the shaping of the nation's destiny, 
while the knitting of one pair of socks 
adds very materially to the comfort of 
one British Columbian who is offering 
his body as a rampart to protect civili­
zation in France. At the time of going 
to press so popular had the new move­
ment become that a plan was afoot to 
introduce a resolution to the House 
suggesting the advisability in the pub­
lic interest of dropping for the period 
of the war at least all political 

: speeches.
While his argument was unpopular 

a* the commencement of the caucus 
gathering one Minister—now in posses­
sion of the key to a new existence— 
gradually brought the other members 
round to this way of thinking. Busi­
ness debates with the public good as 
the chief aim was decided upon and 
each member will be required to at­
tend with wool apd knitting needles. 
To insure salutary treatment for any 
member daring to revert to the now 
obsolete tactics, a fine of five thou­
sand dollars payable to the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund will be imposed.

The Sock Did It.
While no official statement has been 

given out by the Chairman of the 
Caucus one gentleman remarked on 
leaving the members' room at 3.10 this 
morning as follows: “Yes, it’s quite 
true we have taken a tumble; that 
sock of Jack Hart’s did it.”

DOLEFUL WORDS 
FALL FROM LIPS 

OF J.W. JONES
South Okanagan Member Al­

lows His "Emotions" to 
Run Riot

Denmark and that courage—plenty of 
It—was necessary. Mr. Jones felt 
convinced of the advisability of mak­
ing revenue and expenditure meet, but 
was in a dilemma as to how in the 
world the present system of taxation 
would be of any very great avail. He 
saw dozens of Officials being added to 
the civil service and a virtual present 
tatidn of demand notes on the farmers 
for the payment of their salaries.

Woe Is Me.
The fact that Canada is to go on ra­

tions <n July brought Mr. Jones to a 
realization that something needed to be 
done to grapple with the problem of 
food production. But he said that de­
velopment was being badly retarded by. 
high taxation and. furthermore, the 
quiescent attitude towards labor con­
ditions manifested by the Government 
would only land the Administration 
in trouble. The Land Settlement 
Board came In for the same sort of 
abuse that has been levelled at it by 
other members of the Opposition, the 
salaries of its officials and their politi- , 
cal stripe being included in the same 
fire.

Look at the situation as he would,: 
throughout the whole of his observa- 1 
lions the Okanagan member could not 
bring himself to the belief that much 
good would come out of the verdict of 
the people as pronounced in such cer­
tain terms on September 14, 1916.

W. A. Mackenzie, member for 
Simllkàmeen, continued the debate and 
dealt with the Hope-Princeton Road 
and the war on tuberculosis.
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1 originaf Act debarring the big game 3 
hunter from fishing under his big gamefj 
license should be eased somewhat foi 

| he argued that the catching of a few 
: trout would in no way affeot the fir 
supply in the out-of-the-way distrid 

i Mr. Pauline, however, was in no wise!) 
carried away by the romantic appeal or 9 
Mr. Buckham on behalf of the grizzly g 
for, said he, this "genial anlmlle" x 
notorious, and Its predatory habits i 
capabilites for damage to flocks sug­
gested to hie mind free license for its p] 
slaughter rather than a bounty.

Mr. Yorston would like to see total t* 
probihition of sale and permission ] 
given to the settlers of the north to^ 
shoot for their own use without fee. | 
Mr. Barrow would limit a day's duck;] 
shoot to twelve or fifteen, and Mr. | 
Scholfield would go further and make 
a season's limit ifty at the most; a 
there still remained the game hog as ij 

] well as the sportman, he said.
The Land Act and Foreet Act were 6 

dealt with, and well advanced for early |j

IRON BOUNTIES 001

io:

WARMLY COMMENDED

WITH SUBSTANTIAL BOUNTY 
PROVINCE WILL ENCOURAGE 

MANUFACTURE OF PIG IRON
Legislative Press Gallery, j 

April 12.
With Ottawa under close-range bombardment from a British 

Columbia “iron” delegation and with every section of the province 
virtually talking and thinking iron, the bill introduced by the Hon. 
William Sloan this afternoon will have especial significance. It will 
be heralded as a moat opportune measure with its chief aim the fos­
tering of the iron industry of British Columbia in a manner the like 
of which has never before been attempted here.

Three Dollar Bounty.
The main provision of the bill, which

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April.11. 

That the member for South Okan­
agan had gone to a good deal of 
trouble to prepare his speech on the. 
Budget—"Fishpond Budget" as he pre­
ferred to call It—was obvious from I 
the "co-relation of subject" which j 
characterized his observations. If the i 
quality of hla remarks, with the de- 
bate beginning to pall, lacked sub- 
stance, quantity there was in abund­
ance. He rose In his place soon after 
five o’clock and when the hour of six 
arrived he was still going strong, but • 
faced with the necessity to take meat 
and drink and continue at the evening 
session. This he did.

"Emotions" Run Riot.
Mr. Jones followed the customary 

procedure of compliments at the out­
set and after wishing the Minister of 
Finance "good luck" he Proceeded to 
allow his "emotions to run riot with 
every Department of the public ser­
vice, damning with faint praise here 
and condemning wholesale there. The 
hvdra-headed slimy monster of pat­
ronage was led out into the open with 
all its camouflaged trappings well 
polished for the occasion. He saw a 
rav of hope in the lumbering business 
of the province and it was satisfactory 
to note that she was holding her own 
agriculturally. Fisheries, too, were 
rosy but he had a word of regret for 
the drop in mining expectations.

Courage Wanted.
He took a sly dig at the remarks of 

the Premier made in cofihectlon with U application of the Civil Ber-
vtceActlastnlght: He reviewed the 
finance, of the province and despite 
an earnest endeavor to unload the re- 
sponslblllty of the present chaotic 
condition on to the present Adminis­
tration. he felt bound to agree that 
amnethlng was wrong In the state of

is intituled the “Iron Bounties Act,' 
empowers the Lleutenant-Gevernor-in- 
Coimcil to enter into agreements with 
persons or corporations and make pay­
ments out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund in respect of bounties on pig iron 
when manufactured in the province. 

;For pig iron manufactured from ore, 
! on the proportion produced from ore 
; mined in the province, a bounty not to 
! exceed three dollars per ton of two 
! thousand pounds. One dollar and fifty 
cents will be paid In respect of pig 

I Iron manufactured from ore, on the 
proportion produced from ore mined 
outside the province.

Five-Yea^ Period.
A similar bounty as on pig iron 

under this Act may also be paid upon. 
the molten iron from iron ore which 
in the electric furnace, Bessemer, or 
other furnace enters into the manu­
facture of steel by the process em­
ployed In such furnace; the weight of 
such iron to be ascertained from the 
weight of the steel so manufactured.
It is also further provided in the bill 
that no bounty shall be paid under the 
provisions of the proposed Act in re­
spect of Iron or steel manufactured 
after December 31, 1923.

The Act will be administered by the 
Minister of Mine», »
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LEGISLATURE MS 
A BUSY AFTERNC

WAITING DECISION
pper Mountain Railway Extensi 

Depends Upon Taxation Relief.

Legislative Press Gallery,
April ill

,h“ fourteen'mile br^rtnT^om Tilïl8 Taken Up With til6 
Princeton on the Kettle Valley Railway- 
to Copper Mountain, the scene of con­
siderable mining activity and pros­
pective developments, is held up pend­
ing the decision of the Government1 
with regard to the Income tax on I

This contract has been let to W. P.j 
Tierney and involves the expenditure 
of considerably more than a million

Minister of Mines Congratulat­
ed; Legislature in Session" 

This Afternoon

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 13.

The time of the Legislature absorb­
ed by the member for South Okanagan ! 
and the Leader of the Opposition onjj 
Thursday evening and the first three| 
hours of yesterday morning will be re­
placed to-day by an afternoon session 1 
and as likely as not the business of the 
House will be continued after supper.] 
With the Budget out' of the way and j 
the majority of the Bills already I 
brought down well on In the Commit-! 
tee stage, It Is possible that the major 
portion of the legislation will be more 
or less disposed of to-day, and way 
made for discussion of the estimates] 
at Monday afternoon's sitting.

General satisfaction was expressed in ] 
the corridors yesterday afternoon by à 
number of prominent business men, not 
unconnected with the Island movement 
a 1 reeled to the development of her Iron j 
resources, on the Bounties Bill intro­
duced by the Minister of Mines. Mem­
bers of the Committee who have de-l 
voted a good deal of time to the sub­
ject recently are particularly pleased] 
since they recognize an earnest en­
deavor on the part of the Government] 
generally and the Minister of Mines] 
particularly to go as far as is huma _ 
possible in support of a policy with 
such far reaching possibilities.

It is more than likely that when Mrf 
Sloan speaks to the second reading i 
the Bill next week he will make a fur- 
ther announcement of the programing 
which the Government intends to foT 
low in connection with iron devef _ 
ment. Many discussions hâve take! 
place between the Island Committee 
and the Minister and on all occasions 
Mr. Sloan has manifested the keenest 
possible practical interest so that the 
maximum amount of machinery might 
be set in motion from Legislation In­
troduced and passed during the pré­
sent session.

cussion of Bills in 
Committee

■■ ___ million
dollars. Mr. Tierney is a well-known 
railway contractor of Vancouver whose 
outfit, laid up for some time at Nelson, 
Is being moved to the new work.

Another large undertaking In con­
nection with mining plans on Copper 
Mountain is the extension of the power 
transmission line from Greenwood, a 
distance of about 150 miles. This is 
also said to depend on what the Gov­
ernment decides to do in the way of 
granting taxation relief to the mining 
industry.

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 12.

Political camouflage was almost
eliminated from the business of the 
Legislature this afternoon, both sides 
appearing to be in the mood for work. 
B’rom the hour of opening the sitting 
until 6 o’clock the time of the House 
was taken up exclusively with various 
measures in the Committee stage. For ; 
more than two hours the Bill to amend 
the Game Act came In for the major 
part of the discussion. The Attorney- i 
General's amendment designed to per­
mit farmers to shoot over lands ad­
joining their holding without the pay­
ment of a fee met with general favor, 
the conservative member for the Delta 
pronouncing it as a sensible change.

F. A. Pauline, the member for Saan­
ich. auggetited that the clause In the
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A ROUND-TABLE CHAT 
DIFFUSES OPTIMISM

Lumbering and Shipbuilding1 
Interests Meet Cabinet for 

Useful Discussion

Legislative Press Gallery.
April IS.

By the time the deputation comprised 
of lumbering and shipbuilding Interests 
had fully discussed the general busi­
ness situation, as affecting the two In­
dustries, with the members of the Pro­
vincial Executive this morning, there 
was a considerably more hopeful out­
look manifest.

From information placèd before the 
Government by the two interests rep­
resented there appears to be a healthy 
future for the lumber of the Province, 
while the somewhat dubious prospect 
ahead for wooden ships was shown to 
be after all contingent upon the cost 
of labor and material entering Into 
their construction and not upon even 
the semblante of discriminatory ma­
noeuvring.

From inquiries made at Ottawa in 
respect of contracts to construct ves­
sels for allied and neutral registry in 
British Columbia yards. It was shown 
to the Government this morning that 
an extremely energetic building pro­
gramme was in prospect. While there 
still remains the question of labor to 
be tackled either by an international 
arrangement or a programme confined 
to this Dominion alone, after an ex­
haustive discussion with the Cabinet, 
taking In practically every phase of 
the two subjects mentioned, the dele­
gation went away with a far from 
pessimistic concern for the future.

Since the continuance of a market 
for lumber is more or less dependent 
upon the availability of bqttoms it 
goes without saying that the two 
branches of industry will combine 
efforts towards a solution of the prob­
lem of labor, both as to its scarcity and 
its cost, so that ships may be con­
structed in British Columbia and that 
crews may be found to man them. t*e 
latter phase presenting at the moment 
considerable difficulty.

VANCOUVER DELEGATION
Voices Strong Protest to the Attorney- 

General Regarding Proposed 
Business Tax.

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 15,

Taking the stand that the proposed 
imposition of a business tax as fore­
shadowed by the Private Bill amending 
the Vancouver Charter, representatives 
the Vancouver Charter was grossly 
unfair, representatives of wholesale1 
and retail interests from the Terminal 
City waited upon the Attorney-GeneraI i 
this morning and registered a strong 
protest.

The delegation advanced the claim 
that the powers Intended to be bestow­
ed upon the City were unwarranted 
and unjustifiable and calculated to 
work considerable hardship on the ma­
jority of those coming within its ap­
plication. >

Mr. Farris was, of course, unable to 
offer any sort of consolation beyond 
reminding the deputation that the Bill 
had yet to be Introduced to the Legis­
lature when its provisions would be 
fully discussed.

Both the question of a business ta-r 
and prohibitory powers with regard to 
the jitney traffic will doubtless be 
fruitful of much argument during the 
progress of the measure in Committee.

Minister of Public Works Will 
Follow Sensible Busl-

UPON REQUIREMENTS

ness Policy

OPPOSITION CRITICISM 

IS MERELY CAMOUFLAGE |

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 15.

One of the Items of estimated expen­
diture for the years 1918-1919 which 
has perhaps caused more irritation to 
Opposition members than any other is 
that of a lump sum for the Public 
Works Department amounting to $1.- 
794,940. The figure in question covers 
the varions branches of the Depart­
ment, Including such items as steam 
boiler inspection, the administration of 
the Electrical Energy Inspection Act, 
the Factories Inspection Act. main­
tenance of Government House and 
grounds, the various district votes for 
maintenance and repairs of roads, 
streets, bridges and wharves, subsi­
dies and maintenance of steamboats 
and ferries throughout the province. 
Members on the Opposition side of the 
House complain because there is no In­
dication as to where the money will 

I be spent and they claim that they are 
i not in a position to tell their constitu- 
i ents what to expect In the way of ap-

S
ropriatlons during the coming year.
h the other hand Liberal members 

are In the same boat, but jire prepared 
to leave the needs of their several dis­
tricts to the good judgment of the 
Minister of Public Works, the final ar­
biter In all such matters.

Business—Not Politics. 
Discussing this subject with a rep- 

resentatlve of The Times this morning 1 
and mindful of the somewhat trench-, 
ant criticism levelled at him during the : 
last few days, the Hon. J. H. King 
points to the fact that the reason for | 
his adoption of the plan of dividing 
the province into sections, each of 
which comes under the direct super­
vision of a District Engineer, was to in­
sure an Intelligent administration of the 
Public Works Department and in espe­
cial the maintenance and repairs of 

! roads. The apprehension of Opposi­
tion members, he says, is ill-founded, 

j and any suggestion that road appro­
priations will be based on political fa­
vor may be dismissed as absurd. He 
reminds the general public of the prov­
ince that the District Engineers are 
all men of high type possessing wide 
technical experience and without any 
political Interest, while reports sub­
mitted by them to the Department 
from time to time have been based 
solely on the merits or otherwise of; 
the various cases from a purely engi­
neering and business point of view. 
Personal and political factors, he 
states with empnasls, were, are not. 
and will not be allowed to enter Into 
the consideration of any appropriation. 

Plane In Preparation.
With regard to proposed road plans 

and maintenance, trunk roads, etc.. 
Hon. Dr. King points Out that the En­
gineers through insufficient time have 
been unable to complete plane showing 
roads, trails and mileage in their dls- 

I tricts, but this work, he save, is pro­
gressing well and should be In the 
hands of the Department within a 
short time. The mileage of the roads 
and number of bridges In the province 
has been greatly increased in the last 
few years, and the Government must 
be prepared to expend a considerable 
sum of money to maintain the present 
system, in order that they may pro­
tect the initial capital expenditure. 
Last year the bridge vote was very' 
small and only such repairs-and re­
newals were undertaken as were Im­
mediately necessary. This year, how­
ever, a great many of these bridges 
must be renewed and the Government 
therefore will be called upon to provide 

! for a considerably larger expenditure. 
Trunk Roads.

Dr. King referred to trunk roads and 
said that the Department has dur­
ing the last year, endeavored In dis­
trict municipalities to undertake work 
on recognized trunk roads only, and to 
have the authorities of such muni­
cipalities assist towards the cost of

such construction or maintenance. 
Wherever the Government has given 
grants to municipalities, the work to 
be undertaken in such has been super­
vised by the Department's District En­
gineer, and duly certified ac­
counts were submitted before any 
disbursements were made. In this con­
nection the Minister points out that 

I legislation might be brought down 
stating definitely what roads In rural 
municipalities throughout the province 
should be considered as trunk roads, 
and what proportion of the cost of 
construction, reconstruction, mainten­
ance and repairs should be borne by 
the Government.

Motor Traffic.
With regard to motor traffic, Hon. 

Dr. King states that the increased 
traffic on main trunk roads and others 
in the various districts has created a 
situation which will be necessary for 
the Government to face In the near 
future. The only solution for a sat­
isfactory road surface, he says, would 
seem to be the "hard surface’’ for 
roads contiguous to cities and thickly- 
populated centres where large volume 
of motor traffic obtains. Hard surfac­
ing is out of the question, he contends, 
owing to the expense which would he 
incurred* and will hax-e to be a sub­
ject for consideration at some stage 
of the province's prosperity in the 
future. The issuance of the road-bonds, 
however, might solve the problem of 
hard-surfacing roads, the term of the 
bond to be made to extend over the 
period of years equal to the life of 
the pavement. This is a question that 
might well receive serious Considera­
tion at the present time, he says.

Up-to-Date Methods.
The member for the Delta was 

caustic in his observations concerning 
road work methods; It was being done 
in the "same old way." Dr. King states, 
however, that his Department proposes 
to use road tractors in the handling 
of road construction materials. This 
will greatly facilitate the work in hand 
and bring about its conclusion more 
expeditiously. From tests made In the 
Esquimalt district with a Knox tractor 
is has been shown that gravel can be 
handled onto the roads by this equip­
ment for one-quarter to one-half of 
the cost by using teams. And, taking 
into consideration the length of haul 
and the opportunities for handlln" at 
the pit. it is considered that the aver­
age cost throughout the province 
should not exceed one-half to one- 
third of that with men and teams, and 
a sum of money has been included in 
this year's estimates for the procuring 
of suitable "equipment as outlined 
above.

All-Round Co-operation.
The Minister also states that his re­

organization plans were made with 
the view of co-operating with the 
various other departments of the 
Government, such as Mines, Agricul­
ture and Lands, in which co-ordination 
would be effective. This working out 
has been demonstrated In many In­
stances where other branches of the 
service were able to work In conjunc­
tion with his staff, thus effecting large 
savings of the public funds. It Is 
further the dhslre of the Department 
to co-operate with such associations 
as Board* of Trade. Farmers' Insti­
tutes and various other societies 
throughout the province soliciting 
their assistant* and advice.

SfflttY SITTINGS 
DEALT Ell SUPPLY

Opposition Leader Adopts Ulti­
matum Tonei Closure Stops 

Time Wasting

PREMIER’S SALARY IS 

WORRYING MR. BOWSER

Legislative Press (Hilary,
Saturday, April II.

From l.«e untU I o'eloek thla etter- 
noon and again until a few minutes of 
the midnight hour the LegtsUture 
busied itself with a consideration of 
the estimated expenditure for the com­
ing year and succeeded In disposing of 
some thirty out of the two hundred II- 
nancial votes necessary for the oonduot 
of the people's business. For more 
than an hour during the early part of 
the afternoon the Leader of the Oppo- 

n unusual amount of 
hi* discovery that
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against the provision for the Pre­
mier's salary the words “without port­
folio" were not included. Mr. Bow­
ser immediately came to the conclu­
sion that Premier Oliver would bag 
h|e salary of $7,500 aa recompense for 
flllliig the role of First Minister and 
an additional $6,000 in his capacity of 
Minister of Agriculture while the 
usual sessional Indemnity would still 
be additional pin money.

Obstructionist Procedure.
Despite the Premier's assurance that 

he had not the slightest Intention of 
taking the two salaries and' that so 
far as the Portfolio of Agriculture was 

: concerned he had planned to shed its 
! responsibility and appoint a successor 
to the office Immediately following the 
prorogation of the Legislature, the 
Leader of the Opposition refused to 
allow his suspicion to be allayed on 
the mere statement of his friend op­
posite. Persistent in his demand for 
an explanation as to why so deep laid 
a plot should not be .revealed to the 
public and the Government arraigned 
for its double dyed duplicity, Mr.. 
Bowser defiantly intimated to the 
House that if it took him until six by 
the clock he would know Just why 
those two Words had been omitted. 
Proceeding to carry out systematic ob­

struction there followed excerpts from 
[.his budget, speech, the detection of 
i which provoked the Premier into ac­
tion.Pointless discussion had taken up j 
fully an hour of valuable time when 
the Premier invoked the closure, and | 
caused the resolution to be put. The 
Leader of the Opposition appealed to 
the higher authority, and favorable de­
cision to him led to prompt appeal 
from the Premier, the Chair not be­
ing sustained. The business then 
proceeded and before the adjournment 
at 6 o'clock votes for Legislation, Pre­
mier's office, and the Department of 
Agriculture were disposed or and by 
the midnight hour practically each 
Item of estimated expenditure in con­
nection with the Attorney-General's 
Department was agreed upon.

Frondag Farm Again.
Still culling excerpts from his early 

morning speech of Friday last the 
Leader of the Opposition found another 
morsel upon which to dilate when he 
came to the Agricultural Department’s 
estimate for the operation of Frortdeg 
Farm. Mr. Bowser again asserted 
that when Griffith R. Hughes turned . 
over the property in question for the 
use of the Government he virtually un­
loaded a white elephant under the 
guise of Imperialism. He also con­
tended that he did so in order that he 
might avoid the payment of taxes for 
five years and at the same time net 
the benefit at the end of tl^e period by 
way of the general improvement re­
sultant upon the operation of the farm 
by the Government.The Loader of the Government, who 
knows a farm when he sees one. told 
Mr. Bowser In plain language that any' 
capable man could go on to the farm 
as it stood and make good money. On 
the other hand, if the Government 
could not make it pay It would be for 
the reason that It might have to pay 
three dollars for one dollars worth of 
work Mr. Oliver had no misgivings 
on the eubject and was not disposed to 
take the remarks of the Leader of the 
Opposition with any particular serl-

Ousness.Praises Prohibition Commissioner.
The member (or Omlneca raised the 

Question In connection with the duties 
of Prohibition Commissioner as to 
whether or not he could devote eome 
ot his time to another branch of the 
Attorney-General's ttopsrtmenL He 
thought the advent of tedefhl dry 
legislation would result in consider­
ably less labor for the official In Ques­
tion Mr. Manson said he wae merely 
surmising, and not speaklog from ac­
tual knowledge of the circumstances.

The Attorney-General explained to 
the House that Mr. Finlay—the Prohi­
bition Commissioner—was an exceed­
ingly valuable official. Iris duties cov­
ering a wide scopes with a general su- 
Ipendsion, In conjunction with the Su-

tfC dSfeJKhSStflK!
koria and Vancouver likewise demand- 
fed a considerable amount of the Com- 
Inlsflloner’s time, Mr. Farris said that 
he advent of Federal legislation made 
t all the more necessary, for good and 
luffleient reason, for the Prohibition 
Commissioner to give his undivided 
attention to the duties now carried out 
,v him. Furthermore, he did not know 
ot any official In his Department 
■whose services he would more reluc­
tantly dispose of or Interfere with than 
those of Mr. Findlay. With this ex­
planation Mr. Manson was satisfied. 

Supt. of Provincial Police,
The Leader of the Opposition failed 

to understand any Justification for the 
increase In salary proposed for the

E
 Superintendent of Provincial Po- 
and he proceeded to devote a good 
of time Ul a flattering eulogy of

|'5olln Campbell, the late holder ot the 
•office and now Warden of the Okalla 
"Prison Farm, None the less warn, 

however, was Mr. Bowser's commen­
dation for Mr. Campbell’s successor in 
the person of Mr. McMynn. But on ' 
the other hand alleged lack of experi­
ence in police organization work, as 
well as the alleged- non-possession of 
the necessary geographical know-ledge 
of the province, were the grounds up­
on which Mr. Bowser based his prim­
ary objection for the substitution of 
Mr. McMynn for Mr. Campbell and, 
secondly, for the substantial Increase 
in salary to the former, whom he con­
sidered as actually less worthy than 
his predecessor, on account of such 
shortcomings he had mentioned.

Lost Independence of Action.
Several members took part in the 

discussion during which the Leader 
of the Opposition went back to the 

. genesis of Mr. Campbell’s association 
with the police of British Columbia,

I noting the historical criminal events 
1 during the last quarter of a century, 
winding up with an eloquent testimony 
to the late chief’s ability as a police 
official. The debate was not without 

; the citation of * Instances by Govern- 
: ment members where Provincial Police 
work had been Ineffectual. Mr. Farris 
said in conclusion and In support of 
both appointment and increase, that 
on personal grounds in relation to Mr. 
Campbell he had nothing of which he 
could complain. The Attorney-Gen­
eral was apparently ^mindful, however, 
of the several instances named, 
coupling them with an appreciation of 
Mr. Bowser's shepherding of the Pro­
vincial Police Department when At­
torney-General of the province, for he 
dropped the gentle hint that It was a 
matter of considerable difficulty for 
any person to serve under Mr. Bowser 

1 and yet preserve his independence of 
! action.

The House rose at 11.65 p. m. and 
will resume Its business at 2 p. m. on 

- Monday, intending to go straight ahead 
with Supply. *•
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E
WITH ITS ESTIMATES

Attorney-General Fully Justi­
fies Girls' Industrial School 

Change

EDUCATION VOTES- ARE 
DISCUSSED AND PASSED

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 16. 

Declaring that the Attorney-General 
■had "established a record for chasing 
after women”—although not meant in 
the popularly accepted or offensive 
sense of the term, but more as a 
means of catering to the vote of the 
fair sex—the Leader of the Opposi­
tion had a good deal to say this after­
neon in relation to the estimated ex­
penditure for the conduct of the Girls’ ; 
Industrial for the coming fiscal year. 
He was directing his attention mainly 
to the salary to be paid to the recent- j 
ly appointed lady superintendent who 
succeeded to the office following the j 
dismissal of an appointee of the late 

! regime. Mr. Bowser claimed that the :
| escape of sixteen girls during the last i 
1 three months had been largely due to 

incompetency on the part of the new 
: superintendent, basing his argument 
j against the payment of so high a 
j figure as. $1,320 on that assumption.

Petty Tyrannies.
To show that he had made exhaus­

tive inquiries Into the question of 
those escapes the Leader of the Op­
position went to a considerable 
amount of trouble in regaling the 
House with the minutest details. He 
included the names of the sixteen 
girls, to which Mr. Hawthornthwalte 
objected with success and with ap­
preciation from Mr. Bowser himself. 
Since this matter was discussed some­
what fully during the passing of the 
amendment to the Industrial School 
Act Mr. Farris had apparently turned 
up his data on the subject of the con­
duct of the Institution prior to the 
advent of Miss Bain, the 1 present 
superintendent.

And here the Attorney-General read 
a gruesome chapter ot petty tyrannies 
practised during the last two years, 
from which It would reâdily be gath­
ered by members of the House that 
any attempt to escape would be well 
worth the trouble even If It secured 
only > short-lived freedom. Mr.

r-arris ~htb<5 observed "for benefit 
of the Opposition Leader that the 
change- had been made partly In re­
sponse to representations made from 
almost every women's organisation on 
the mainland and, not as Mr. Bowser’s 
display of fireworks had suggested, 
for political motives. Twelve months 
hence, concluded the Attorney-Gen­
eral, would provide the proof that the 
appointment of Miss Bain and the dis­
missal of her predecessor was amply 
Justified by results achieved.

Do It Right.
The member for Newcastle again 

asserted his belief that the correc­
tion of the child could never success­
fully be undertaken by Act of Parlia­
ment Unless such a procedure were 
attended by the basic principle of 
humanitarlanlsm. He was unmoved 
by the attempts of the Leader of the 
Opposition on a former occasion to 
deck the Institution up in a sort of 
holiday garb, and now more particu­
larly since he had heard from the At­
torney-General something of the class t 
of treatment meted out to the younger j 
generation whose exuberance of spirit 
had overcome juvenile judgment. It1 
was the duty of the province, he said, 
if it felt it incumbent upon itself to ; 
have a place of this description at all, j 
to make It conform to principles which | 
would make for permanent correction I 
and not merely act as aids to the 
breeding of anarchism.

Mr. Farris—"That Is just the con­
dition we are trying to correct and 
the appointment under discussion was 
the first step towards that end."

New Day Dawned.
The Attorney-General found a warm : 

supporter in the fifth member for 
Vancouver, who spoke from personal 

! investigation concerning the conduct ; 
of the institution since it had been 
under the charge of Miss Bain. Mr. 
Cowper regarded her appointment as j 
one of the most creditable reform 
stops taken by Mr. Farris, for he j 
knew that results already achieved I 
under the supervision of the lady in | 
question were essentially practical. ; 
For the dark cell and the bread and 
water punishment, rife under the old 

j regime, there had been a good deal 
more of the honor principle infused, 
Into the institution, with a general j 
tendency to remove the penal atmo­
sphere altogether. Mr. Cowper said ; 
that Misa Bain had endeavored to in­
culcate Into the minds of the girls In­
carcerated there the idea that they - 
were not undergoing their period ot 
correction In any sense as a punish­
ment and that they should regard the 
province more In the tight of a foster , 
parent. Mies Bain’s coming, he said, i 
was the dawn of a new duy for the 1 
girls ot that home.

Held Up For $60.
Considerable headway was made 

with the estimates during this after­
noon’s session, each vote discussed 
having been disposed of with the ex- i 
ception of one. The Attorney-General j 
was not in a position offhand to satis- | 
fy the Leader of the Opposition's l 
curiosity as to why the medical officer I 
at the Nelson Jail is to get fifty dol- j 
lars a year more this year than he I 
did last year, and Mr. Farris’s re- F 
minder that It was somewhat peculiar $ 
to see Mr. Bowser in a new role, par- r 
ing dollars where millions a short \ 
while since were juggled with com- j 
parative ease, merely having the 
effect of strengthening the Opposition 
Leader’s desire to hold up this vote 
pending a satisfactory answer.

Saving $350.
Mr. Bowser likewise objected to the 

payment of fifty dollars a year more 
to the medical officer who dispenses 
to the needs of the Kamloops jail in­
mates, particularly when the same 
gentleman did the Job for $400 last 
year. He removed his objection, How­
ever, when he was told by the Provin­
cial Secretary that Instead of spend­
ing eight hundred dollars for the ad­
ministration of pills and potions to 
the Inmates of Kamloops jail and the 
Provincial Home situated at the In- ; 
terlor city, the Government In its wis- ! 
dom had placed the duties In charge |

: of one official and had given him the 
extra fifty dollars in consideration of - 

i his attending to the second call—a ] 
straight saving of $360 per annum.

! Why Education Costs More.
With the education system of the 

province to the fore for some con- j 
slderable time past It was only nat- 1 
ural that this year’s estimates should 
come in for a more "microscopic in­
spection than usual, although with the 
exception of a sharp difference in 
opinion In connection with one or two 
of the individual votes, the whole of j 
the appropriations went through as 
set down in the presented document.

The member for South Okanagan 
wes at a loss to understand why it 
should be necessary for British Co­
lumbia to spend some sixty per cent, 
more in her education system than 
was the case in Saskatchewan. He 
required some explanation of that and 
also why the appropriation for the
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current fiscal year exceeded that of 
1917-1918. , , , .

The Hon. J. D. MacLean explained 
in the first place that in British Co­
lumbia there were fewer municipal!- 
ties, in consequence of which the ex- [ 
pense of the many unorganized dis­
tricts naturally fell upon the Govern­
ment As to why the appropriation 
showed an increase he stated that 
such was necessary in order to meet 
the statutory per capita grants on 
the basis of number of teachers em­
ployed. While very few salary in­
creases had been granted, some part 
of the increase was also accounted for, 
by virtue of new schools owning 

The education vote totals $1,777,290. 
Vote 72 dealing with the Department 
of Finance commenced the business 
of the evening session and is referred 
to elsewhere in this issue._____________

POLICY OF WRITTEN " 
EXilllTil TO 60

Important Education Changes 
Announced by Hon, J. D, 
MacLean This Morning

“CRAMMING” PROCEDURE 

TO BE THING OF PAST

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 11

The Hon. J. D. MacLean, Minister of 
Education, announces this morning 
that the changes in the High School 
curriculum, foreshadowed by the re­
commendations of the recent confer­
ence of provincial educationalists, will 
be brought into effect by regulation 
immediately and will apply at the com­
mencement of the next school term. It j 
will be remembered that the Minister 
met a representative gathering of High 
School and University Officials during 
the Christmas holidays, on which oc­
casion the whole education system of 
the province came under exhaustive 
review. The result of those delibera­
tions will now be found in the elimin­
ation from the High School course of 
the formal study of English grammar, 
the inclusion of a more detailed study 
of Canadian history as well as the 
study of civics. The new regulations 
Will also provide for the compulsory 
study of only one foreign language in­
stead of two, as heretofore. It will also 
be made possible for the High School 
course to be covered in either three or 

■four years, as desired.
Written Examinations Go.

Other changes that will go into effect 
under the new arrangement apply to 
Public Schools and will provide for the; 
elimination of written examinations for 
entrance Into the High Schools, ap­
plying specifically to students who are 
attending the former in the larger 
cities. The pupils affected will in fu­
ture be promoted on the recommen­
dation of the principal of the Public 
School, and thus his entry into the 
higher Institution will not be barred 
by failure on a technicality; but rather, 
will his general standard be a guide to, 
the principal as to his merit for pro­
motion. On the other hand, failure of 
the decision of the principal to meet 
the wishes of the pupil or parent, the 
pupil will be permitted to take his 
written examination as formerly.

Principle to Be Extended.
In connection with this very import­

ant departure from the school system 
of the province, the Minister states 
that if the new plan Is found capable 
of satisfactory working it will be ex­
tended to the smaller towns and the 
outlying districts of the province. It 
has been felt by the Minister for some 
considerable time past that many 
bright boys and girls with all the at­
tributes for development into useful 
citizens had been denied further pro­
gress in their studies of the higher 
subjects by reason of the continued 
existence of the somewhat obsolete 
system. He contends, that while some 
physical disability might have the dis­
astrous effect of disqualifying a High 
School aspirant at his or her examin­
ation—brought on in many cases by 
an unintelligent “cramming procedure” 
—the proposed new method will enable 
uniformly good records to be judged 
at their proper value and rewarded in 
like measure, with mutual benefit to 
the state and pupil

Night Schools.
Referring to the Night School 

branch of the Education Department s 
activities the Minister says that no 
lens than 118 classes are now be nft 
conducted In British Columbia at the 
present Mme. In which attention to the 
more practical subjects is devoted. In 
some cases pupils are taking elemen­
tary courses while others are taking up 
work that will qualify them for ad­
mission to the University. This work, 
it should be noted, is largely support­
ed by grants from the Provincial treas­
ury and a number of additional cen­
tres for the teaching of manual train­
ing. domestic science and commercial 
courses have been opened during the 
fiscal year just passed.

'increase Was Necessary.
In connection with the discussion of 

the estimated expenditure for the De- 
i partment of Education for the coming j year, passed by the Legislature at ves- 
terday afternoon’s sitting, the Minister 

! gave a good deal of information re­
garding the system as a whole and its 
cost to the people of the Province. One 
of the criticisms advanced was that of 
increased cost of operation for the cur­
rent year as against that of the period 
now closed. Dr. MacLean explains 
that the increased cost is due to the 
fact that according to the School Act 
of British Columbia the Government 
is obliged to pay each teacher in a city 
or district municipality the sum of $360 
per annum in the larger cities; $465 in 
the smaller cities and $480 in the case 
of rural municipalities and small 
towns. Out of a total expenditure of 
$1,777,000 he says that there is less 
than $10,000 allowed for by way of 
increase in salaries, that figure as a, 
matter of fact being largely due to the 
re-arrangement of positions and to 
slight increases to teachers in the out­
lying districts.

HOUSE CONTINUES 
TO BURN

OIL ON ESTIMATES

!

:z>Treasury Department Provides 
Material for Lengthy Bow- 

serian Diatribes

COMPTROLLER-GENERAL ! 

, TARGET FOR THE NIGHT

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 15.

Even the Beaver Club of hallowed 
memory was trotted out for an airing 
this evening during a free-for-all dis- 

: cusslon on the subject of appointments 
to the Civil Service, while the general 

j vaudeville performance found the 
! Leader of the Opposition In the stellar 
role. From 8.30 until well past the 
midnight hour Mr. Bowser took up the 
major portion of the time of the House 
in an attack on general principles 
against the Comptroller-General, en­
deavoring to convince the members 
that he was not worth the increase of 
salary provided for in the estimates.

Time Wasting.
Mr. Bowser became obsessed with 

the idea that Mr. Mouat had indulged 
In a sort of pastime signing vouchers : 
which either far and away exceeded 
the amount they should have done or 
that he had In some other way tres­
passed over the legal bounds. A gen­
tleman In the wilds of the interior had 
for some reason or another secured 
thirty dollars for gasoline twice — a 
hundred per cent, overpayment—and 
so much time was taken up with this 
instance that G. G. McGeer, the mem­
ber for Richmond, suggested to the 
Leader of the Opposition that had he 
exhibited one tithe the amount of en- ; 
ergy in ar? endeavor to stop the flow j 
of millions in respect of the Pacific | 
Great Eastern Railway Company, the j 
people of the province would have 
thanked him. Mr. Oliver promised In- j 
quiry Into the gasoline transaction. ; 

“One of the Boys.”
The Leader of the Opposition ad­

vanced the argument of illegality in 
connection with certain appointments 
made In the Treasury Department on 
the grounds that according to the ex­
isting Civil Service Act promotion to

the positions filled should have been 
given to those already in the service 
One particular instance which raised 
the ire of the ex-Premicr was that of 

, a Mr. Campbell, cashier in the Depart­
ment of Finance, and formerly Assist- 

I,mt Manager of the Northern Crown 
Bank in Vancouver. He was engaged 
by the Finance. Minister for his bank­
ing experience, necessary and valu­
able in the position which he occupied 
Mr. Bowser Immediately dubbed him 
as “one of the boys” who worked well 
in the election campaign of 1916 and 
entered upon another dissertation on 
the abolition of patronage, winding up 
with his stereotyped complaint that a 
returned soldier was passed over.

Did Not Know His Politics.
Mr. Hart had no knowledge of the 

cashier’s politics, and he had appar­
ently not counted the vaccination' 
marks on his left arm. The Minister 
of Finance flung a sporting challenge 
across the floor of the House that the 
Leader of the Opposition name one 
member of the service possessing the 
qualifications of Mr. Campbell. Sil­
ence resigned. In general on the sub­
ject of tlje returned soldier Mr. Hart 
reminded Mr. Bowser that one of the 
loudest talkers on the steps of the Par­
liament Buildings on Wednesday even­
ing last had been offered a post in the 
Government service" months ago. He 
had refused. Why did he refuse? ask­
ed the Minister: because he felt he 
could play better ball with the Opposi 
tlon outside, he answered.

McGeer*s Idea of Efficiency.
Mr. Mouat’s increase from $4,200 to 

$5,000 in accordance with an arrange­
ment made at the time of the Comp­
troller General’s appointment, still 
touched the spring of eloquence in the 
breast of the Opposition Leader and 
voluminous detail continued to flow in 
an endeavor to bring home the charge 
of Illegally O. K.’d vouchers in contri­
bution to his argument that the impor­
tant office was inefficiently filled. The 
member for Richmond tritely observed 
at this point that the Comptroller-Gen­
eral would not be an efficient servant 
of the Government until he flatly re­
fused to sign many vouchers author­
izing salary payments to about fifty 
per cent, of Bowser-McBride appoin­
tees to the Civil Service.

Auto Salesroom.
The several visitors to the Galleries 

doubtless wondered whether or not 
they had strayed into a second-hand 
automobile sales room, since the sub­
ject of the Government’s disposal of a 
certain machine at a less figure than 
deemed advisable by the Opposition 
leader and the allegedly needless pur­
chase of others came in for a weari­
some argument and the citation of tire 
values, self-starters, spark plugs and 
other automobile paraphernalia. De­
spite the expenditme of Mr. Bowser’s 
concentrated energy the Comptroller- 
General—denied all opportunity of de­
fence, of course—kept his seat on the 
floor of the House while his own and 
other votes passed as they stood.

MINISTER OF FINANCE 
WILL FIND ANY FLAWS

Proposes Personal Inspection 
of All Government Agencies 

in Province

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 15.

Considerable satisfaction was evinced 
j by many members in the House on the 
announcement of the Hon. John Hart, 
Minister of Finance, this evening, to 
the effect that be Intended at an early 
date to make a personal visit of inves­
tigation to all the Government Agen­
cies throughout the province.

During the discussion which pre­
ceded the passing of the Finance De­
partment's estimates for the current 
fiscal year many expressions of dis­
satisfaction were given rein in respect 
of the cost to the provinces In relation 
to the business done at some of the » 
more remote agencies.

The Minister stated to the House j 
that since his elevation to the office of j 
Finance Minister he had been so busily 
engaged in smoothing otit the ruffled 
path left by his friends opposite and 
the general placing of his house In 
order, that time had not permitted his 
getting out earlier.

Realizing that there was a need In 
this connection the Mlnlsf 1 riùjj 
connection with the stst< 
referred to that in all 
rigid Investigation was I

and any
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i BRITISH COLUMBIA’S 
NEED IN METROPOLIS

Premier Oliver Will Consider B, 
C, House After Legis­

lature Prorogues

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April IB.

With the subject of British Columbia 
House very much in the public mind 
of recent date, the Leader of the Op­
position asked the Premier this evening 
whether he was prepared to make any 
statement regarding/its fate or future 
existence. The matter came up during 
the discussion of the Treasury Depart­
ment’s estimates for the current .fiscal 
year. Mr. Bowser was apprehensive on 
two counts; firstly, lest the Govern­
ment had any designs on the abolition 
of the office, and, secondly, lest the 
appointment of a successor to the late 
Sir Richard McBride should find Its 
way into the pockets of F. C. Wade, K.

| C. He took upon himself the duty of 
counselling the Government Into a cor­
rect view of Its responsibility in regard 
to the disposition of British Columbia 
House, and expressed the hope that no 
ill-advised leanings towards moment­
ary economy woud be given sway at 
the expense of benefits which slfcoud 
accrue to the province by careful ultili- 
zation of the London office when times 
again became normal.

Crowds After Apples.
] Included in his general remarks on 
ij the subject the Leader of the Opposi- 
1 lion had observed that, so attractive 
•j had been the display of British Colum- 

1 bia apples that traffic had on more 
ji t han one occasion been obstructed 
j within the immediate precincts of the 
Ij popular “white elephant," and M. B. 
i Jackson interpolated with the sugges- 
\ tion that the sight of real food any 
i where in London at the present time 
? was a direct incentive to "crowd."

Question Will Be Tackled.
While Premier Oliver admitted that 

j the Agent-General’s office in London 
!' should be the business centre for the

(
conduct of British Columbia’s affairs 
in the Old Country he was not in a 
■ position at the" moment to announce 
any particular policy. He was con- 
4 vinced, however, that a time had ar- 

$ rived when the whole question should 
be taken into consideration and British 

1 Columbia’s affairs in England placed 
: on a business basis. Mr. Oliver was 
, not in favor of the abolition of the 
office even for the moment, because he 
believ.dd that a real live representative 
in the Empire's metropolis at the pres­
ent time and after the war would be 
in a position to be of great service to 
the province. He promised that im­
mediately following the prorogation of 
the Legislature he would get down to 
the subject and give It his.earnest con­
sideration when the nature of the ac­
tion taken would naturally depend 
upon the conditions as he found them. 

Business Office Wanted.
Both Messrs. Weart and Cowper 

were in the mood to trim down the 
salary of the présentâting official and 
generally to get rid ofthe building and 
save the annual burden. Both- agreed, 
however, that the abolition of the
Agent-Generalship altogether ÿould 
he the part of folly. The establishment 
at a city office, they contended, and the 
appointment of an official calculated to 
keen in touch with the business world 
•md specially endowed with the ability 
to "tell the tale" but to tell it cor­
rectly and Intelligently, would result

found obstruction from sight- 
whose gaze had chanced to light 

! noon British Columbia's orchard pro-
\ d5cts The crowds, said he, were con 
( « ^r,r,e?bKeCm.mr

his colleagti • He ,d eventually
iS'uL ». the w,n,nng poet wlt< .
lhe^etovottheefo?°the current year passed 

as it stood. ___

REGISTERED NURSES 
BILL IS USEFUL ONE

Will Tend to Better Efficiency 
In Profession, Says Dr. 

Sutherland

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 16.

Of considerable interest to the nurs­
ing profession will be the Bill now due 
for its second reading by the Legisla­
ture as introduced by Dr. Sutherland, 
the member for Revelstoke. It will be 
remembered that discussion on a sim­
ilar measure introduced at the 1916 
session of the Legislature resulted in 
its unceremonious ejection on the 
grounds that it savored too much of 
the “closed corporation." The Doctor 
states that his measure does not In 
any way contemplate such a situation. 
He says it is purely a measure for 
which the graduate nurses of British 
Columbia—including those who re­
sponded to the call for the flag—have 
been fighting during the last few

Dr. Sutherland points to the fact that 
a similar measure is on the statute 
books of other provinces of the Do­
minion as well as in nearly every 
State of the Union. Its chief intent is 
to provide a means whereby a properly 
trained and qualified nurse may indi­
cate to the general public that fact by 
the addition of R. N. after her name, 
signifying Registered Nurse, and pro­
claiming to the world at large that she 
has passed the examination required 
by the Council intended to be appoint­
ed under the provisions of the pro­
posed measure.

The Act, the Doctor contends, will 
not only be useful in this way to those 

i who are compelled to choose a nurse 
j from the profession generally, but will 
Imake. for greater efficiency and a 
higher standard of service in the pro­
fession. It will also overcome a han­
dicap which nurses of this province 
are met with in the States and pro- 

• vinces which confer the degree, as, if 
the Bill is. passed, nurses from any 
part of Canada or the United States 
where similar Acts are in force, and 
the members of the profession in 
British Columbia, will be enabled to 
use their titles anywhere.

It should be understood that the Act 
does not attempt to interfere with the 
right of anyone to follow the profeac 
sion of nursing in the province, and 
that any properly qualified person may 

'Obtain recognition by the Council. 
| Graduate nurses including those at the 
front and those who may graduate 
from a proper training school within 
the next three years may be admitted 

{by the Council without examination.

MEASURES AFFECTING 
EDUCATION PROMISED

[By Hon, J. D, MacLean; Con­
solidation and University 

Tuition Fee

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 16.

It is understood that before the pre­
sent session comes to a conclusion the 
Minister of Education will introduce a 
Bill directed to amend the School Act 
and to provide in especial for the pro- I 

, cess of consolidation to be applied to' 
all classes of schools. Dr. MacLean 

i has in mind the saving in cost of the 
! present upkeep both as to the oper­
ation of the buildings themselves as 
well as in relation to the expenses of 
salaries, while he contends that the In­
stitution of a consolidation system will \ 
tend to improve the general all round 
efficiency.

Another provision of the proposed 
Bill will apply to the class of school 
buildings that may be erected by the 
Government in the more scattered dis­
tricts. Hitherto the regulation one- 
roomed building has cost approximate­
ly some $3,700 in a number of instances 
whefe the requirements have by no 
means warranted such an outlay. The 
corrective clause now proposed will 
provide for the erection of three classes 
of buildings—according to the needs of 
the community intended to be served—I 
at prices ranging from $1,200 for the 
smaller structure, the largest not to 
exceed $2,200 in cost.

So that the Board of Governors of; 
the University of British Columbia may 
impose tuition fees upon students of 
the University, the Minister plans to. 
introduce a Bill into the Legislature 
before the session ends containing such 
a provision. This will be a short; 
measure intituled an Act to amend the 
University Act, and will be equal in its 
application to all classes of students.

Decision as to Dual Conditions 
in E, & N, Belt to 

Follow

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 16. j 

Warm approval and general support 
was accorded by the Leader of the 
Opposition this morning when he re­
sumed the debate on the resolution of 
the Minister of Mines designed to se­
cure a settlement of dual conditions 
and dual ownership respecting the base 
metals In the E. & N. Railway Belt. 

i However, on account of a natural tend- 
! ency on the part of the company to 
! take advantage thereof, Mr. Bowser 
I deprecated broadcast publication of 
any belief that the province had no 
title. He favored settlement by mu­
tual consent rather than a forced issue, 
at the best perhaps only partial in its 
effect, while his only regret appeared to 
be occasioned by failure on the part 
of the Minister of Mines to have gone 
earlier. The resolution was accorded 
unanimous passage.

Dig at Minister.
„The Leader of the Opposition, there­

fore, could not resist the dig at the 
Minister of Mines, a member of a 
"noted business administration," in that 
he had allowed fifteen months to elapse 
before taking the action now suggest­
ed to the House. Since any move 
made during this session would of ne­
cessity require to be ratified next year, 
Mr. Bowser felt that had the Depart­
ment of Mines shown activity earlier, 
beneficial results might now have been 
well on the way to fruition. It was
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patent, he said, that the Legislature 
would be a unit in its desire for a set­
tlement of any dispute tending to in­
volve or tie up the natural resources 
of the province.

Somewhat a Surprice.
The Leader of the Opposition was 

not understanding that the question 
of mineral title in the E. & N. Rail- j 
way belt was so expressly declared as I 
indicated by the Minister of Mines. 
As a matter of fact, he continued, dur­
ing his term of office as Attorney-Gen­
eral of the Province he had given more 
attention to the question of reserves, 
etc., than that of minerals, where the 
interests of the raiftray company con­
flicted with those of the Government. 
In suoh cases, he explained, the Pro­
vince stood in a much better light. 
He had always taken the stand that 
the Government should take the benefit 
of any existing doubt, assert its claim 
and permit the court to remain the 
final arbiter.

Better Than Law.
Notwithstanding his belief that the 

Province has a somewhat more healthy 
claim than suggested by the Minister 
of Mines, Mr, Bowser declared himself 
in favor of securing an amicable set­
tlement since the long legal journey, 
which would doubtless ensue from a 
stated case, would not only hold up de­
velopment still further, but such a 
process would, he contended, be in­
effectual unless its nature was suffi- 
ciently comprehensive as to treat all 
phases of the situation—an unlikely 
contingency.

Mr. Bowser said that so long as the 
proposed settlement was a good one 
and satisfactory to the Province, sup­
port to the resolution should be forth­
coming from both sides of the House 
and complete ratification at the next 
session assured.

The Moral Support
Th^ resolution, he declared, was 

somewhat academic and personally he 
was not seeing the reason for it unless 
the Minister of Mines felt that the 
moral support of the whole House, In­
cluding the party which he, Mr. Bow­
ser, had the honor to lead, were neces­
sary to lend the requlsit : Weight. To 
all of which Mr Sloan beamed a smile 
of approval.

H. C. Hall, the junior member for 
Victoria, spoke briefly on the subject, 
aligning himself in warm support.

Unanimous consent was given to its

OLD-AGE PEN* 
UNDER DISCUSSION

J, W, Weart Introduces Resolu­
tion to House Favoring 

Legislation Therefor

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting, April 16. |

Upon more than one occasion during 
the present session of the Legislature 
J. W. Weart, the member for South 
Vancouver, has expressed himself as 
desirous of seeing the House take up 
in a practical manner the introduc­
tion of legislation providing pensions 
for the aged. At this afternoon's sit­
ing he moved a resolution recommend­
ing that the House resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole to consider 
the following:

“Resolved, that the Committee 
rise and report, recommending the 
introduction of legislation this ses­
sion or the 1919 session providing 
/or old-age pensions."

Many Good Examples.
In support of the terms and intent 

of the resolution quoted, the South 
Vancouver member cited the many 
countries which had already adopted 
old-age pension schemes both in 
principle and practice and spoke of the 
beneficial results which had followed. 
It would be an act of humanity for 
British Columbia, he said, to emulate 
the example of the older lands and 
make that very necessary provision ! 
for the man and the woman who had j 
given of their best in the upbuilding of j 
the states

Due Recognition.
Acknowledged on all hands that the 

wealth of the world was the joint pro­
duct of all and that each Individual 
of the state was more or less depend­
ent upon the labor of hie brother, it

was only fair and just, he said, that ; 
a life well and truly expended for the J 
benefit of the state should find some 
recognition in the days when advanc­
ing years reduced earning capacity 
to nil.

The member for New Westminster, 
David Whiteside, adjourned the de-

SLIGHT ALTERATIONS 
TO PROHIBITION ACT

Amendments Introduced to the 
Legislature Received 

First Reading

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Session, April 16.

The Bill to amend the British Co­
lumbia Prohibition Act, introduced to 
the Legislature by the Attorney-Gen­
eral this afternoon, contains scarcely 
any noticeable alterations to the pro­
visions as already referred to in these 
columns.

In the light of the recent decision of 
Mr. Justice Murphy in the libel action 
brought by the Druggist Sundries, 
Limited, against Prohibition Commis­
sioner Findlay, It has been found 
necessary to remove the doubt sur­
rounding the powers of the Attorney- 
General to designate the duties of the 
Commissioner. The new provision 
cures this section of the Act and prop­
erly provides for the appointment of a 
Prohibition Commissioner defining at 
the same time his precise duties under 
the Act.

Another amendment is a provision 
enabling the two provincial vendors 
to sell, and manufacturers to purchase, 
alcohol for manufacturing and indus­
trial purposes. An important concess- j 
ion is also provided to the end that a 
small allowance of alcoholic liquor may­
be kept on the premises of all manu­
facturing and industrial concerns as a 
medical necessity, to be used only in 
cases of accident and sickness.

One question in connection with the 
Provincial Act which has caused a 
good deal of debate is that of liquor 
seized by the police. Hitherto the 
power has been vested in thte magis­
trate to confiscate to the Crown all 
such liquor seized only where a de­
fendant has been found guilty of sale. 
This is not considered to have gone far 
enough, and further latitude is now let 
into the Act giving the magistrate 
power to confiscate liquor to the Crown 
where a person is convicted under any 
of the provisions of the Act.

There is no mention in the Bill of 
any appointment of a Compensation 
Commission.

The Bill received its first reading.

THE WAR RELIEF ACT 1 
UNDERGOES CHANGES

Applies to Volunteers, Officers 
and Draftees Alike; Legal 

Procedure Altered

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 17.

In addition to the Introduction of the 
two Bills to amend the British Colum­
bia Prohibition Act and the Public 
Schools Act already detailed in these 
columns the Attorney-General spons­
ored a Bill to amend the Wqr Relief 
Act at yesterday afternoon's sitting of 
the Legislature.

It will he remembered that the old 
Act <was rot so specific as It might 
have Veen in Its definition ot an enlist­
ed tnan. While there had been np oc­
casion on which the Court could rule 
that its provisions applied merely to 
the ranker. It was considered advisable 
by ihe Attorney-General to clear up 
any doubt In this regard

The amendments include the cure 
for the doubt referred to In that it now 
states that an officer and a draftee 
under the Military Service Act may 
share the privileges of the measure in 
lil:o manner. There Is also an 1m-1 
povement on the old Act inasmuch as ; 
Judgment obtained on a counterclaim

against any person for whose benefit 
the Act is passed may not be recover­
ed until six months after the war. The 
old Act permitted a counterclaim judg­
ment to take Its ordinary course with­
out delay.

First reading was given to a Bill In­
troduced by the Premier intituled an 
Act to authorize the payment of $200,- 
000 to the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail­
way Company In respect of their traffic 
bridge across the Fraser River at Fort 
George.

The Proportionate Allotment of 
Lapds Act and Amendments to the 
Forest Act received third reading, ami 
were duly passed through final stages. 
The Bill to amend the Water Act of 
1914 was committed and progress re­
ported. ,

LENGTHY CONFAB ON 
ESTIMATES FOR THE 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

House Again Burns the Mid­
night Oil; Considerable Busi­

ness Yet

Legislative Press Gallery
Evening Session. April 16.

Before the House adjourned some 
| thirty minutes after the midnight hour 
all contentious votes In the estimates 
for the current fiscal year had been 
disposed of as presented: at least the 
Leader of the Opposition intimated to 
the Premier that so far as his side of 
the House was concerned active criti­
cism had reached the end of its teth­
er. It is ndw expected that the re­
maining vote, that of the Provincial 
Secretary's Department. will go 
through with dispatch at to-morrow 
afternoon's sitting and so leave the 
order paper clear for handling the 
considerable amount of legislation 
still before the house. Pract oaUy the 
whole of this evenings deliberation 
was concerned with the estimate for 
the Public Works Department, and. as 
anticipated, provided a theme for Op­
position team work.

The Dangled Morsel 
The storm centre was the lump sum i 

amounting to «1,437.040 .ot asldefor 
the maintenance and repair. of.ro‘“1?: 
street., bridge, and wharves. The .ole 
objection on the part ot the Opposition 
was IU inability to define, from the 
nature of the appropriation, how the 
various constituencies fared for a s- 

. trlct grant.. Generally anaweriog thl« 
phase ot the Question. Dr. King gave 
hia view, without mincing word.. Me 
mid Quite plainly that he had changed 
the .y.tem ot presenting the estimates 
for this taranch of hi. Department» 
work because during the days at the 
late admnletraUon the pub catlon of 
the dietrict vote wa. usually 
out with a direct object—to tempt the 

1 constituency not bo kindly dl8P°" *1' 
the administration and .0 woo its aup 
port with this specie, of bribe. in 
other word., the Public Work. appro^ 
relation was dangled before the eyea 
of the recalcitrant district In an In 
telllgent anticipation of 'kvors to 
come.” Suppression of the details 
militated against that sort of thing, 
said the Minister.

Gave Them. However.
1 Opposition member, were not pre­
pared to submit to ‘h* «PlanaUon of­
fered by the Minister despite the fact 
that he was perfectly willing for any member to seTth. detailed appropria; 
tlon and to satisfy his curiosity. Noth 
lng would suffioe hut that the complete l"«t be given to the House there and 

. then. With nothing to hide, •*"“!£ wa. merely acting In the be.t hjterests 
of the people. Dr. King ‘h'" ” h arethe district appropriations, which are
given In round figure» as follows^ 

Albeml, 121,000; Atlln, «19 000, Car 
boo, «48.000; Chilliwack, «19.000. Col 
umbla. «22.000; Comoi, «41.000. Cowichan. «17.000; Cranbrook «29 000.

I Delta. $19 000; Dewdney, $35,000, km Ïï^l.’ «19.04U.; Femle MM Tgt 

George, $46.000; Grand Forks. JlJ.uuu, 
Greenwood, $l7-°W; J*16 garnis, $17,- 
000; Kamloops. $38,000,
000 Llllooet, *32,000; Nanaimo. «M00. 
Nelson «2,900; Newcastle. «18.000, 
North Okanagan. «80.000; New We.t- 
minster $1,700; North Vancouver, $5,
700» Ômlneca. UMOJ; K A2fveI‘SST:
«23,000 ; Richmond. «1^”?l0,„, 
meen ^TSÜL. SSS&

ta.r,œ

, PoletOrer.MO.®**- __
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The Submarine War 
I The dismissal of Richard Ryan, 
former janitor of the Parliament 
Buildings, and referred to in the 
House to-night as “the man who 
bought the submarines," was the sub­
ject of inquiry from the Leader of the 
Opposition. The reason given by Dr. 
King was that his services were dis­
pensed with on the grounds of econ­
omy, and similar reasons were ten­
dered in respect of other former 
employees of the Government.
Challenged to the economy
practised by the Department the j 
Mnister quoted the comparative fig- ; 
ures expended for roads, trails, 
bridges, etc., since 1909-10, showing 
that this year’s estimates were less 
than in 1909-10. He cited the follow­
ing in support of the argument: 1909- 
10. $2,018,584; 1910-11, $3,178,000; 1911- 
12, $3,963,336; 1912-13, $4,866,000; 1913- 
14, $5,432,000; 1914-15, $2,485,000; 1915- 
16, $3,002,000; 1916-17 $2,063,000; 1917- 
18, $1,481,000.

Some Difference.
The Premier let out from the shoul­

der towards the end of the debate in 
reply to the •whimpering" of the mem­
ber for the Delta. The chief "kicker" 
in the matter of road appropriations 
had been Lieut. Mackenzie, and by thç 
time Mr. Oliver came to the end of 
his spirited little speech there was 
little room left for argument. In cold 
figures the Premier proved to the 
House that during his own representa­
tion of his friend’s constituency five 
year’s appropriations had not exceeded 
$8.400 in all, while two years with 
Lieut. Mackenzie had cost the Prov­
ince $85,000 £nd $94,000 respectively.

D. R, Ross Asks Premier for 
Declaration of Policy Re 

Soldiers' Resolution

ANXIOUS TO KNOW ABOUT 

THE CIVIL SERVICE ACT

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 16.

As a sequel to the demonstration 
held on the steps of the Parliament 
Buildings on Wednesday evening last, 
in which representatives of the vari- 

| mis Veterans’ Associations and mem­
bers of other patriotic organizations 
took part, W. R. Ross, the member for 
Fort George, this afternoon moved the 
resolution quoted below. He also ask­
ed the Government for a declaration 
of its policy in respect of the premises 
and a statement from the Premier as 
to why the Civil Service Act, passed 
last session, was not In operation. His 
inquiry was directed, he said, firstly 
in the public interest and secondly on 
behalf of the returned soldiers of the 
province. Frank Mobley, the member 
for Atlin, following the observations 
of the Fort George member in sup- 

'* port of the resolution, adjourned the 
debate until to-morrow afternoon's 
sitting of the House.

Wants Full Discussion.
In the opinion' of the member for 

Fort George it was Imperative that the 
resolution in detail should be dis­
cussed before the House prorogued and 
he took unto himself-the right, as a 
representative of the people, to lay 
the matter before the Legislature In 
order that proper treatment might be 
afforded the subject matter. Although 
tli“ resolution had been placed before 
the House immediately following Its 
presentation by the Great War Vet­
erans. Mr. Ross, regretted that the 
Premier had not seen fit to make any 
statement and in so referring to the 
matter he did so in no partisan spirit. 
He thought there could be no objec­
tion on the part of the Legislature to 
the endorsation of those sections 
which applied specifically to the Do­
minion Parliament or to the passing 
•of them on to the authorities at Ot-

Tlie Civil Service Act.
Of particular import to the Legisla­

ture was the dissatisfaction of the re­
turned men in connection with affairs 
coming within its immediate purview, 
Said the member for Fort George. The 
failure on the part of the Government 
to enforce the Civil Service Act, he 
said, was a matter of great disappoint­
ment to the veterans and it was made 
more particularly aggravating by rea­
son of the fact that they were fully 

•aware of the provisions contained 
therein specially designed to assist

The Resolution.
The following is the resolution, the 

preamble of which, referring to the 
disposition of aliens, is now well- 
known to readers of The Times:

"Whereas there arc in Canada a 
great number of people of alien origin: 
Therefore be it resolved, that the 
aliens of enemy origin in our midst 
should be employed in work of na­
tional importance in industries essen­
tial to the winning of the war, under 
proper surveillance, and their employ­
er, for the time being, made responsible 
for them; and that their earnings, 
over and above an amount equal to the 
pay and allowance of a Canadian sol­
dier, be taken by the Government for 
war purposes, or, failing their being 
employed, that such alien enemies be 
interned.

"Further, that measures be taken at 
once to make the Military Service Act 
applicable to all allied aliens in the 
same manner and to the same extent 
as to the citizens of Canada, either by 
negotiating the necessary treaties or 

r conventions with the remaining allied 
countries upon similar lines or the 
same as those provided for in the con­
ventions recently adopted by the 
United States of America and Great 
Britain, or, failing the obtaining of 
such treaties or conventions, that such 
allied aliens be forthwith given the 
option of enlisting voluntarily in the 
Canadian forces, or being deported to 
their country of origin as is being done 
under the Alien Slacker Bill just pass­
ed by an overwhelming majority in 
the House of Representatives at Wash­
ington.

Second Class Men.
"Further, that no steps should be 

taken to call out the second or other 
class under the Military Service Act, 
or to return to France married men 
of the First Contingent, C.E.F., until 
the question of the disposition of the 
aliens has been settled in a manner 
satisfactory to the citizens of Canada; 
and that we urge the Government to 
take up and deal with these questions 
without further delay."

We respectfully beg to submit the 
following in addition to the foregoing:

"(1) That no enemy alien shall any 
longer hold public office, and that all 
questions having to do with the alien 
be taken out of the hands of the pro- 

• vlncial authorities and taken under 
"Federal direction.

“(2) That the Canadian Government 
establish an Allen Registration Bureau, 
the same as obtains in Great Britain, I 
in which every neutral, allied and en- ; 
emy alien shall be registered, so as j 
to be used to the best advantage in | 
the nationaj service; and, moreover, : 
that all aliens be compelled to wear a 
badge or token, prominently displayed, 
designating that he is ap alien in his

"(3) That all enemy alien newspapers 
or periodicals should be suppressed, or, 
failing, it should be insisted that all 
editorials be printed in English.

"(4) That no persorf\of alien birth, 
whether naturalized or not, shall be 

I permitted to have in his possession 
I firearms of any description."

Food Production.
"Whereas greater production of food 

is of vital importance; and whereas, 
especially in the Western Provinces, 
the farmers are laboring under a grekt 
disadvantage owing to the unreliable 
condition of alien labor; and whereas 
much hardship has resulted from fre­
quent breaches of contract during 
harvest time: Therefore be it resolved 
that it is the opinion of this confer­
ence of returned soldiers of Canada, 
assembled, that a law be passed pun­
ishing with a heavy fine such break­
ing of contracts where it is shown 
that the employer has fulfilled his 
contract."

"That whereas the present Provin­
cial Government, under the leadership 
of the late Premier, passed a Civil 
Service Act, making it obligatory for 
all civil servants to obtain positions 
through competitive examinations, 
and also containing a special clause 
concerning the applications of return­
ed disabled soldiers; and whereas, al­
though this Act is now on the statute- 
books of the Province of British Co­
lumbia, but is non-operative until a 
commissioner or controller be appoint­
ed: Therefore be it resolved that this 
delegation here assembled now ask the 
Hon. John Oliver, in his position as 
Premier of British Columbia, to im­
mediately put this Act into force."
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MINISTER OF NIES

Dual Conditions and Ownership 
la E, & N, Railway 

Belt Discussed

PRESENT STATE BADLY 

RETARDING DEVELOPMENT

Legislature Will Take Prompt 
Steps to Ensure Suc­

cessful Solution

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 16. 

Because he was of the opinion that 
a time had arrived when the question 
of dual conditions and dual ownership 
in connection with the minerals in the 
Esquimau and Nanaimo Railway belt 
on Vancouver Island should be set­
tled once and for all by action on the 
part of the Legislature, the Hon. Wil­
liam Sloan, Minister of Mines, moved 
the following resolution in the House 
this afternoon:

"That It Is in the public Interest 
that an arrangement should be 
made by the Department of Mines ! 
with the Esquimau & Nanaimo Rail- . 
way Company, whereby the min- | 
erals in the Esquimau & Nanai­
mo Railway belt on Vancouver Isl- . 
and may be more satisfactorily 
administered than under the pres­
ent dual method of company regu­
lations and the Mineral Act, and 
that legislation be introduced rati- ; 
fying such agreement, or other­
wise remedying existing difficul- j •

Fully alive to the possibilities of fur- 
! ther and already overdue development, , 
once the obstacle thereto had been et- j 
feetively removed, and duly apprécia- ' 
tive of the fact that such a desirable j 
condition was only possible by con- O 
certed action and by the use of legis- Î 
lative machinery, the Minister pro-|, 
ceeded to an interesting survey of the - 
unfortunate situation under which that I 
section of Vancouver Island from Vic- I 
toria north had suffered for years past.
J. H. Hawthorntliwaite, the member for 
Newcastle, warmly supported the 
Minister, and the debate was adjourn­
ed by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Belt’s History. . i
Mr. Sloan explained at the outset 

that in all the early grants in this 
| province the Crown conveyed along 
; with the surface rights, the base 
! metals, excepting only the gold and 
! silver. Under the conditions obtain­
ing in 1884 the E. & N. Railway ac­
quired some 3,296 square miles of land 
on Vancouver Island, now known as 
the E. & N. Belt and the courts had 
held that this grant carried with it 
all the minerals except the gold and 
silver. He said that it was not until 
lode mining became a factor in the in­
dustrial life of the province in 1891 

! that the statute came Into being ex­
cepting from Crown grants minerals 
precious or base, other than coal, and 
not until 1899 that minerals precious 
and base Including coal and petroleum 
were excepted from all subsequent 
Crown grants. In all grants made 

j prior to 1891 gold and silver only re­
mained to the Crown, said the Minis- 

j ter, and the E. & N. Belt grants were 
jail given before that date. At present 
a Crown grant to the land excepted 
the minerals and a Crown Grant to the 

! minerals excepted the surface, unless 
j by arrangement or otherwise disposed.

Development Retarded.
Among all the Crown grants made 

before 1891 perhaps the one that in­
terfered more with lode mining than 
any other was the E. & N. grant in 
the resolution referred to, he recount­
ed. In this belt the company owned 
the surface and the base metals; the 
province owned the gold and the sil­
ver. He explained that the Railway
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Companies Regulations and the Pro­
vincial Mineral Act had to be com­
plied with before title could be ob­
tained or even recorded to be effec­
tive Under this dual control double 
rights had to be purchased, double 
conditions to be complied with, while, 
as a result, effective production or 
even industrial pursuit did not exist 
and could not be expected to exist, in 
this large portion of the Island ex­
tending from Victoria city north. 

Alteration Necessary.
Prospectors, he said, notwithstand­

ing the above, had also to comply 
with all the terms of the Mineral Act 
to obtain the gold and silver alone, 
uay the same fees, perform the same- 
work. make the same disbursements 
for gold and silver alone as they would 
have to pay for all the mineral In any 
other area of the province. Mineral 
occurrence in this province was gen­
erally complex in the ore bodies. The 
net result of the Companies Regula­
tions and the Mineral Act had made 
for very little mining industry other 
than coal in this locality, and such 
conditions would obtain indefinitely 
unless matters were materially adjust­
ed. The principal object of the rail­
way company, he said, was to get sale 
of lands at reasonable prices—which 
was, of course, amply supported by the | 
fac t that in land sales deeds they had, , 
until very recently, gratuitously in- i 
eluded all minerals they owned except I 
coal, iron, petroleum and fireclay. 

Company Not Miners.
“So. Mr. Speaker, you can readily 

see that the railway company is not 
greatly interested in the development 
of their lode holdings. They are not 
miners. They have not that faith that 
removes mountains which is so neces­
sary to the prospector," declared the 
Minister. "In order to give- the pros­
pector or the operator the protection 
he is entitled to and without which 
development is impossible, one govern­
ing body should be placed in a posi­
tion to deal with the locator in a de­
finite way. The railway company ap­
pears only anxious to sell its land; the 
province is interested in the develop­
ment of both the land and the min­
erals. The province wants industry, 
settlement and production."

Thirty-four Years* Conflict 
As a result of this conflict of inter- 1 

ests for thirty-four years, prospecting! 
and mining for other than coal in this ; 
belt had been perfunctory, he said. 
The absence of an effective arrange­
ment for obtaining proper protection 
had been a sore spot with all who tol- ; 
lowed mining around this city all the 
way to Nanaimo. He was not finding 
fault with the legislators of that day, 

j as the legislation was the result of 
| conditions existing at the time of the 
I enactment The frame of mind the 
public were in at the time was re- 

; sponsible. But at this date, a genera­
tion later, some action was necessary I 
to rectify conditions and permit of an 
extension of mineral development in 
this area. In the interest of mineral 
production and in conformity with the 
Governments policy of aiding the 
prospector, Mr. Sloan said it was im- 

: perative, if the southern end of the 
Island was to get that attention from 

{the mining world to which it was en­
titled, that some arrangement be ar­
rived at.

Victoria's Prosperity.
The Minister declared that in his 

opinion the minerals were given with 
)the grant for the benefit of the people 
I of this province. Consequently it was 
I his belief that a fair and equitable ar- 
| rangement should bè arrived atS>e- 
} tween the Province, the Railway Com-;
• pany, and the holders of Crown Grants 

m order that the areas in question 
I might be thrown open for development, 
thereby lending every encouragement 
to the prospector and the miner. Sys­
tematic development, he contended, 
would mean much in the way 
of added prosperity to Victoria, 
Nanaimo and Vancouver Island as a 
whole.

The Wellington Claims.
While J. H. Hawthomthwaite noted 

the careful wording of the resolution 
he was glad to be able to detect the 

! hint that failure to arrive at a satls- 
| factory arrangement thero still re- 
■ mained the suggestion of power to 
| take other measures to achieve the ob­
ject desired. He contended that in 
•Violation of their contract the Cana­
dian Collieries had sold coal to the 
Railway Companies in the United 
States at a lower price than to the Do­
minion of Canada and to Railway 
Companies in this Dominion. He also 
charged that coal areas had been alien­
ated to such an extent that the com­
pany was not entitled to any special 
dispensation in connection with the 
matter under discussion. The time had 
arrived, he said, when the delineation 
by the Wellington Colliery Company 
of the coal areas to which it laid claim 
should be carried out.

W. J Bowser, the Leader of the Op- 
[ position, moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

HOUSE RESOLVES 
THAT THE BRAND 

JUROR IS LUXURY
Will Petition Ottawa to Have 

His Function Dis­
pensée With

OPPOSITION LEADER IS 
APPREHENSIVE ABOUT IT

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 16.

The abolition of that multiplication 
of noble bodies who draw from the 
Provincial Treasury the sum of four 
dollars per diem while on duty and 
are popularly known as Grand Juries 
was the chief aim of a resolution in­
troduced to the Legislature this after­
noon by the Attorney-General and duly 
passed. He made no apologies for de­
siring to remove the opportunity af­
forded to estimable gentlemen of this 
and other cities to earn a little pin 

; money as occasion demanded because 
he was convinced that it would be 
more or less of a public benefaction 
were that money to be conserved and 
allocated to more pressing needs, of 
which there were many, in more than 
one section of the province.

*{o Impairment.
Viewing the subject from the more 

serious point of view the Attorney- 
General was not unmindful of the im­
portance of removing the rigmarole 
attending the operations of the 
functionaries named; but at the same 
time he failed to see how the ends of 
justice would be any the less effec­
tively served were the abolition of 
Grand Juries to become an accom­
plished fact In this province In keep­
ing with the practice of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. He alluded to the 
Grand Jury presentment when those 
responsible citizens made a very 
solemn report to the presiding assize 
judge, commendatory or critical of the 
state in which the various public in­
stitutions were found on the occasion 
of their state visit.

The Resolution.
However, he was duly appreciative 

of the conscientious work carried out 
by many citizens, often at great per­
sonal inconvenience, and in recom-1 
mending the House to support his re­
solution he wished to pay tribute to 
the Grand Jurors of the past. But he 
also wished to leave the impression 
with the Legislature that in his opinion 
It was not worth the time and en- ; 
ergy expended, apart from the mone­
tary saying.

The following Is the resolution:
"Whereas by section 873a of the 

Criminal Code of Cajiada provision 
is made dispensing with the neces- 

> sity of Grand Juries in the Pro- 
! vinces of Alberta and Saskatche-

‘‘And whereas the said provinces 
are thereby enabled to effect a 
substantial saving without impair­
ment of public service:

"And whereas in the opinion of 
this Legislature a similar provision 
would prove beneficial in the 
Province of British Columbia:

"Therefore be it resolved, that 
this legislature request the Do­
minion Government to amend the 
said section of the Criminal Code 
to include the Province of British 
Columbia."

Mr. Bowser Objects.
It was always an unsafe procedure 

to tamper or Interfere in any way with 
the administration of justice, was the 
essence of Mr. Bowser's personal ob­
jection to the removal of a practice 
which had stood the test of time and 
ranked as a constitutional privilege i 
in the same class as Magna Charta. 
He cited a number of hypothetical j 
cases where he could very well sec a i 
miscarriage of Justice unless the old- ; 
time safeguard were allowed to re- i 
main. lie was Inclined to regard the 
Grand Jury presentment as an ex- | 
tremely important function since its 
attendant procedure not only protect- : 

‘ ed the interest of the public In the !

various institutions visited, but it also 
acted as a check string on the de­
partment responsible to the people for 
its administration. While he was only 
expressing his own and not his party’s 
views, Mr. Bowser was unable to sub­
scribe to the purport of the resolution.

•George Bell Agrees.
George Bell, the second member for 

Victoria, was entirely in accord with 
the Attorney-General’s plan and gen­
erally leaned to the view that the 
Grand Jury as an active functionary 
merely responded to the dispatch of a 
formality, hinting also that the pre­
sentation arid the preceding "sight­
seeing" excursion were more enjoy­
able than necessary.

No, Says Hawthomthwaite.
J. H. Haw'thornthw'aite agreed with 

the Leader of the Opposition—a re­
markable circumstance, he admitted - 
for the simple reason that the Grand 
Jury was primarily provided for the 
benefit and protection of the people.
It gave the accused a better chance. 
He desired to caution the House to 
go slow with any proceeding calculat­
ed to interfere in any way with the 
administration of justice. He could 
see no argument in following the lead 
set by Saskatchewan, since its peoples 
were many and varied and unaccus­
tomed to the, magnificent freedom of 
the subject and legal protection offer­
ed by the British constitution.

The resolution carried, the member 
for Similkameen voting with the Gov­
ernment and the member for South 
Vancouver refraining to record his
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CITY MEASURE TO-DAY

Scarcely Likely to Be Any Serious Dis­
cussion Before Passing.

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Session, April 18.

The BUI designed for the relief of 
the Corporation of the City of Victoria 
was read a second time this morning, 
and will go into the Committee stage 
this afternoon.

The measure is in charge of H. C.
, Hall, the junior member for the city, 
and will doubtless go through the re­
maining stages with very little dis­
cussion. Its main and contentious pro­
visions have already been exhaustively 
discussed by the Private Bills Coinmit'- 
tee, due regard having been paid to 
many objections from parties with 
whom the working of the Act will be 
peculiarly operative.

Three Bills were introduced this 
morning. An Act to amend tl\e Local 
Improvement Act and an Act to amend 
the Municipal Act were sponsored by 
the Attorney-General, and Dr. Mac­
lean was responsible for a Bill to 
amend the British Columbia University 
Act. All three measures were given 
first reading.

The Bill intituled an Act to amend 
the Water Act, 1914, got through com­
mittee and was reported complete with 
amendments after considerable discus-

FIERY SEER ER 
IA NEW APPOINTMENT
Hawthomthwaite Says Cut It 

Out and Get Down to 
Business

“PATRONAGE-ABOLITION" 

ADDRESS RE-DELIVERED

Legislative Press Gallery.
Afternoon Sitting. April 17. |

A small paragraph In a Grand Forks 
newspaper was the spark plug for 
Howserlan fireworks this afternoon. 
From the up-country weekly the Lean- ■ 
er of the Opposition gleaned a tit-tilt 
of Information which gave him a new 
text and set him off on a repetition 
on the now familiar “patronage-alroll- 
tlon" speech. The paragraph referred 
to said that a certain erstwhile drug- 
gtsl of Greenwood had sold his bus­
iness and that he would shortly take 
his departure for Victoria to assume, 
his new duties as Deputy Provincial 
Secretary', a post filled with credit for 
more than a quarter of a century by 

. A. Campbell Reddle.
Will Get Retiring Allowance.

The pyrotechnics did not commence, 
however, until Mr. Bowser had been 
told by the Provincial Secretary that 
the Government was planning the re- 1 
tlrement of the present holder of the | 

| office at as early a date as possible,
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S",'1*”'1* of a query from the 
time th,e °PP°silion at the same 
OmL dicatlng the intention of the 

t0 see that Mr Reddie 
was proper^, provided for in the mat- 
Bnw«La re‘lr„,nK allowance. Both Mr. 
in theft» ♦!?.? Vr* MacLean were warm 
valuable trlbu.tes to the ions period of 
vin^L ffvlce rendered to the pro- 
wm ,hS„ Mr Rcddle and 11 was not 
until the matter appeared to have
aDDn.vtV'th wltï morB or losa mutual 
surunà h“ the Opposition Leader 
i.«Lï2g. "Ie newspaper cutting and 

' and 10 X7ray the Political tendencies 
nn=»denera Qualifications of the sup- 
posed successor to this Important

Calls It Outrage.
ti™th voice at the scream pitch at !
\ ?! leader of the Opposition .
iia>ea the Government for daring to 
appoint this man whose only certifi-
mnu, VUlllfylng h,m for one of the
most important offices in the gift of 
IhLG?VeJ?m?nt was one of member- 
£1? aï l?e local Liberal Association 
and the knowledge that he was a 
J"1™, 8ul>portçr «of the. Provincial
?hA 1 11 Was an outrage upon
the members of the Civil Service and 

°.ulrage on the Administration of 
sa‘d the Leader of the Op- 

- position as he again commenced to dig 
f .nt0 the oft-repeated political 
appointment argument. “Have you the
and&m v th° , 8tands. u% in this H°use 
and sa> that you haiv abolished pat­
ronage. Why, your party reeks with 
it, was the exclamation delivered with 
great gusto by Mr. Bowser as a retort 
to Dr. King, who had told him that 
patronage as understood and prac­
tised by the late Government was as 
extinct as the dodo.

As If He Would.
Before the passage of the resolution 

authorizing the salary expenditure in 
this connection, W. R Ross, the mem­
ber for Fort George, inquired of the 
Minister the reason for allowing the 
figure paid to Mr. Reddie—<3,360—to 
stand as that presumably to be paid 
to the new man, a novice to the duties. 
For the benefit of the member for Fort 
George, Dr. MacLean reminded the 
House that Mr. Reddie had not yet 
left the service of the Government 
and until he did he would of course 
receive the same emolument as here­
tofore. The figure was therefore un­
changed so that the present official 
would be provided for in the mean­
time. When the new man came on 
the Minister said that it was not the 
intention to start him with the figure 
Included in the estimates.

Saw Them As Pharisees.
During the whole of Mr. Bowser's 

harangue—not taken seriously by the 
House, of course^— the member for 
Newcastle sat with a smirk on his 
face, which he did not change one 
whit when members on Government 
benches joined in the fray. But when 
the flood of "oratory" had subsided 
he expressed a not uncommon senti­
ment nursed by the average man in' 
the street—who for the nonce is in a 
mood to forget the past—as follows: 
"You cannot stuff it down the throats 
of the people of this province that you 
are different to anybody else—he was 
now- looking at the Liberal members— 
so the best thing both of you can do 
is to cut It out and get down to bus­
iness. I am sick and tired of sitting 
here and hearing of the virtues of 
first one side of the House and then 
the other."

Experts In Demand.
Mr. Bowser was not quite under­

standing the reason for Increasing the 
salary of the Chief Inspector of Mines 
until Mr Sloan informed him that the 
former official had left the Depart­
ment of his own accord and at the 
moment was getting somewhere in the 
region of $7,000 per annum, while his 
successor, the present inspector, could 
easily make a move to his material 
advantage. The Minister explained 
that Mr. Wilkinson was an extremely 
competent official and was giving 
every satisfaction. He was borne out 
in this by the member for Newcastle, 
who found no difficulty whatsoever in 
supporting the recommendation for the 
lncr ise.

A Welcome Change.
It was refreshing to hear the remarks 

of the Leader of the Opposition in re­
gard to the Government’s errant to the 
Y. M. C. A. oversea's activities In the 
sum of $7,600. He desired to commend 
the Government's action since He was 
convinced that the "Red Triangle" 
men were doing a magnificent work 
in France and were proving a splendid 
factor In assisting towards the com­
fort of trench-wearied Tommies as 
they left their gruesome tasks for a 
little respite behind the lines.

All votes were passed and the House 
rose for supper at 6.25 p.m., having 
gone on record at the commencement 
of. the sitting as determined to work 
harder by sitting morning, noon and 
night until the close of the session.

WITH
VACANT LANDS IN 

KID GLOVE STYLE
Too Much Concern for 

Owner of Non-Produp- 
tive Lots

the

111 56

BILL SAFELY THROUGH 

ADJOURNED COMMITTEE

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 17.

It required more than two hours to 
conclude the adjourned committee 
stage an^report the Vacant Lot Con­
scription Bill complete with amend­
ments this evening. Discussion centred 
round sections ten and eleven of the 
Bill, wherein was provided specific pro­
tection for: the owner of the “heads-I- 
win-tails-you-lose variety." George 
Bell, the second member for Victoria, 
following consultation with the spon­
sors of the Vacant Lot movement, 
moved an amendment suggesting that 
the two sections be eliminated and that 
section sixteen should be somewhat 
strengthened. The latter provision was 
agreed upon and the super-protective 
sections stricken out.

Municipality Responsibility.
Section sixteen of the Bill now re­

quires that for the purpose of the pro­
tection of the owner and of 'carrying 
into effect the provisions of the Act 
according to their true intent, the 
Council of any Municipality shall— 
previously “shall" read “may"—by reso­
lution make such regulations not in­
consistent with the spirit of the Act 
as may be deemed necessary or con­
venient, which shall have the same 
force and effect within the municipality 
as if incorporated in the Bill.

Sub-section two of tiie stricken-out 
section eleven is also aaded to section 
sixteen, and provides that for the pur­
poses of any actionr or proceedings 
brought by or at the instance of a ! 
municipality for the recovery of pos­
session Of any land held by permit 
under the Act, the person to whom 
such a permit is issued shall be deem­
ed to be a tenant of such land at will 
to the municipality. Ap the Bill Is re­
ported it is shorn of its special protec­
tive provisions, and upon the City 
Council now devolves the responsibility 
of safeguarding the interests of the lot 
owner. >

Section three, requiring that the 
adoption of the Act should be by by­
law, is now amended so that it enables 
any Municipality to adopt it by resolu­
tion. Section four, dealing with the 
manner of giving notice to owners of 
lots to be conscripted, provides now 
that, in addition to the posting of the 
notices as elsewhere provided, written 
notification shall be sent by mail.

Somewhat Inconsistent
The question of compensation was a 

sore point with the member for New­
castle who saw confiscation written in 
over the Bill and a great hardship in 
respect of the absentee soldier owner. 
One minute Mr. Hawthornthwaite pre­
dicted a British Columbia shortly fafced 
with famine and with the next breath 
he was in open revolt against that sec­
tion which provides that no compensa­
tion should be paid to the owygr of 
conscripted land, and that no action 
for damages at the suit of any owner 
should lie against any Council, *<uni- 

! clpallty^dr person. He would not agree 
to its pass»'--- unless compensation to 
the extent of not less than one-tenth of 
the value of the crop produced on the 
land so utilized be paid to any soldier, 
sailor or nurse employed abroad by 
the Dominion Government in the pres­
ent war, or their dependeuts.

No Time for Niceties.
I Mr. Hawthornthwaite . dubbed It an 
j outrage to confiscate the soldier's land 
i and allow any Tom, Dick or Harry to 
produce without granting compensa­
tion to the owner. George Bell remind­
ed him that the Ontario Act mode no 
exception, and B. D. Barrow, the mem­
ber for Chilliwack, also pointed out to 
the Labor member that one of the chief 
alms of the Bill was to help the soldier, 
directly or Indirectly. H. C. Hall, junior 
Victoria member, cited the English Act 
which compelled production of practic­
ally every inch of vacant land without 
regard for any of the little niceties such 
as were engaging the attention of the

House. J, 8. Cowper, the fifth mem­
ber for Vancouver, ridiculed the con­
cern exhibited by the Newcastle mem­
ber, and alluded to the absurdity of the 
suggested grumble from the soldier be­
cause his land had been brought under 
cultivation, placed in shape, and gen­
erally increased in usefulness, if not in 
value to himself, while he had been 
away performing another kind of wdr

j Government Re-Christened,
Mr. Hawthq.rnthwalie's parting shot 

was the reminder that he had called 
i the Government a radical orie, but now 
he would re-christian it an antiquated" 
Tory Government. He was supported 
in the defeated" vote on his amendment 
by all Opposition members.

MANY SUBJECTS ARE 
BEFORE LEGISLATURE

W. J, Weart Makes Proposals 
for School Board Changes; 

Nurses Act

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 18.

Dr. Sutherland, of Revelstoke, this 
morning obtained second reading for 
his Registered Nurses Act, which is a 
measure recognizing qualified nurses 
with a special distinction of "R. N." 
The popular Revelstoke member allud­
ed to the great work done in war ser­
vice by the nurses, telling the House 
that many British Columbia nurses 
had been decorated with the Royal 
Red Cross.

Factories Act.
When Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s bill to 

amend the Factories Act came up he 
explained that it was intended to pro­
vide for removal of composing and 
stereotype rooms from basement 
buildings, and also to provide for 
more suitable ventilation in these 
printing departments, to offset the 
noxious gases injurious to health. The 
debate was adjourned by Premier Oli­
ver in order that the Minister of La­
bor might give his views.

When the House reached the Ross 
resolution covering the series of sol­
dier motions on the treatment .of ali­
ens, and the questioned operation of 

I the Civil Service Act, Premier Oliver 
asked that the order be passed by. 
This is taken to mean that the reso­
lutions will not be reached before the 
close of the week.

School Boards.
J. W. Weart to-day filed a number of 

amendments to the School Act Amend­
ment Bill, In which he proposes some 
radical changes in the method of elect­
ing school trustees. He provides that 
in a city school district of the first 
class the trustee board comprise the 
mayor, three trustees elected by the 
voters entitled to vote for council, and 
three trustees appointed by the mayor 
from the council. In cities of second 
class the board would comprise the 
mayor and four trustees obtained in 

I the same way. District municipalities 
would have a school board of the 
reeve and four trustees. The South 
Vancouver member proposes that all 
school estimates and accounts must be 
approved by the City Council. Trus­
tees should be paid a salary not ex­
ceeding $25 a month.

Bowser Withdraws.
On a question ef privilege . this 

morning Opposition Leader Bowser 
said he desired to remove from his list 
of Liberal officeholders, allegedly re­
ceiving appointments through the po- 

| litical activity of their wives, the name 
of Crown Prosecutor H. S. Wood.

| Since he had made his statement in 
the House, he explained, he had ascer­
tained that the Mrs. Wood who was a 
prominent Liberal worker in Vancou­
ver was a Mrs. H. C. Wood.

Hon. John Hart to-day filed order 
paper answers which indicate that the 
Amusement Tax is not levied against 
the Arena rink in Vancouver, except 
for hockey matches.

The bill authorizing tbe Government 
to pay the guaranteed bonds of the 
Nakusp & Slocan Railway Co., which 
fall due within a few months, and 
which total over $$00,000, has been in­
troduced in the House.
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THURSDAY, APRIL' 18,1918 Eastern Equipment Company and the 
Pacific Great Eastern Development 
Company.

First reading was given to the Bill.
Other Business Progressing.

The Water Act and the Bill to amend 
the Supreme Court Act were disposed 
of and reported complete with amend­
ments and the Metalliferous Mines 
Inspection Act similarly made further 
progress.

The Hon. William Sloan, Minister of 
Mines, introduced a Bill to amend the 
Provincial Fisheries Act and the Min­
ister of Finance a Bill to amend the 
Taxation Act, full particulars of which 
are given elsewhere in this issuer

PREMIER Will HOLD CITY OF VICTORIA
OILL GOT THROUGH

IN WEE SMA’ HOURSNew Minister of Agriculture 
Will Be Selected After 

Prorogation Minimum Wage Bill and Game 
Act Also Passed Com-PREMIE OBJECTED

Legislative Press Gallery.
Evening Sitting, April 17. 

One of the amendments to the Sup­
ply Bill disposed of this evening was

mittee StageTO BOWSER MEASURE
HOUSE CONTINUED ITS 

SITTING UNTIL 2 A
FOR SOLDIER VOIESgard to the Premier’s salary. It will 

be recalled that Mr. Bowser was con­
siderably annoyed because the words , 
"without portfolio’' had been omitted I 
from the appropriation providing 
$7,500 as the annual emolument for! 
Air. Oliver.

'(intended that as the vote stood 
prevent the

"Beautifully Indefinite," 
He; Will Introduce 

Better One

Legislative Press Gallery,
Midnight Sitting, April 1$.

Those members of the Legislature, 
whom the arms of Morpheus had not 
claimed and who still possessed the 
least interest in life, were the last pvr- 

1 sons in the world to raise any very 
serious objection at 1 a. m. to-day to 
the passing of the Bill to give relief 
to the City of Victoria. The general

He
there was nothing to 
Prime Minister from taking another 
$6,000 by reason of his holding the 
Portfolio of Agriculture. Mr. Oliver 
assured him at the time that he was 
not greedy, and would “rub along" on 
the seven and a half with the sessional 
indemnity as a useful little incidental.

To set the mind of the Leader of the 
Opposition at rest the Premier an­
nounced that he would hold the Port­
folio of Railways—which carries no 
salary—and that he would consent to 
the addition of the words ‘‘without any 
further salary as Head of any Depart - 

i ment." Mr. Oliver stated on Saturday 
I last that it was his intention to relin- 

quish the duties of the Agricultural 
Department at an early date when • a 
successor to the portfolio would be 
duly announced.

vote to soldiers, sailors and nurses 
with overseas- service to their credit, 
without the necessity of waiting for a 
Court of Revision, was not acceptable 
to the Leader of the Government and 
Premier Oliver told the House last 
night that he had already seen the 
effect of legislation drawn without 
proper safeguards.

He was alluding to the taking of the 
vote overseas and In particular was he 
mindful of the report of the Prohibi­
tion Commission. At the same time 
Mr. Oliver promised his friend opposite, 
despite the fact that his Bill was un­
acceptable to the Government that he 
would bring down a measure to do all 
that Mr. Bowser desired—but without 
loopholes for malpractices. Moreover 
It would be brought down during the 
present session of the Legislature and 
become effective before the by-election 
in this city. .

Beautifully Indefinite.
The Premier was not at all flatter­

ing concerning the manner in which 
Mr. Bowser’s measure was drawn up 
and opined that the only restraint on 
fraud was the ability of the applicant 
for a vote to convince the registrar of 
his or her bona tides. It was not the 
bona fide soldier who would perpe­
trate the fraud said the Premier, but 
It was the sinister Influence that had 
worked before and might be able to 
work again contrary to clean deal-

No, the measure was so "beautifully 
indefinite" and so devoid of all the 
earmarks which should go to properly 
safeguarded legislation that the Pre­
mier could not agree to its further 
progress. Mr. Bowser said he would 
be quite satisfied so long as the Gov-

provisions of the measure are suf
iiciontly well known to make any ex­
tended reference here unnecessary, the 
main point being that it empowers the 
Municipal Council to deal with its tax 
delinquency and appoint a Board of 
Commissioners who will fix a new as­
sessment upon which to base the gen­
eral delinquency plan.

Quick Passage.
A number of amendments dealing 

more with phraseology than anything 
else were disposed of by H. C. Hall, the 
junior member for Victoria, and Dr. 
Macdonald, the member for North 
Okanagan, and chairman of Com­
mittee. Of the members who remained 
in the House these two showed com­
mendable activity and the Bill was re­
ported complete with amendments at 
1.20 a. m. It will b<u#emembered that 
the measure was subjected to a g"<>d 
deal of gruelling during its progress 
through the Private Bills Committee, 
so that somewhat perfunctory treat­
ment in its final stage need not be in­
terpreted that the measure had no in­
terest to the Legislature: its purport 
is well known to the members, while 
its importance to the city of Victoria 
may not be minimized.

Minimum Wage.
For nearly ninety minutes before the 

witching hour of midnight the Mini­
mum Wage Bill was subjected to a 
good deal of discussion, the member 
for South Vancouver using all the per­
suasive eloquence at his command in 
order that ita application might be 
considerably broadened. The chief ob­
ject Mr. Weart had in view was the

FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1918

P.G.E. BILL READ
FIRST TIME TO-DAY

Measure Introduced by the 
Premier at This Morn­

ing's Session

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 19.

Despite the fact that the House did 
not adjourn until 2 a. m. to-day there 
were very few vacant places when the 
Legislature resumed its business at 
10.30 this morning. A few yawns and 
a tendency to snatch "forty winks" 
during an almost continuous commit-

inclusion in the Bill of a provisionernment brought down a measure thistee stage was the only visible sign of a looking to authority being given to thesession that would give the soldier a 
vote under the general plan he had 
proposed. The assurance was forth­
coming.

Municipal Act
First reading was given to a Bill in­

troduced by the Attorney-General, and 
designed to amend the Municipal Act 
There are no very vital amendments, 
the chief among which Is a cure to 
the existing unsatisfactory state b<- 
tweon contiguous municipalities. The 
new provision gives co-operatlvf pow­
ers for the joint operation and main-

persisient burning of the midnight oil. 
While every effort is being made to 
clear up the Order Paper and permit 
all matters to be completed by to-mor­
row night unless progress is consid­
erably quickened to-day, and political 
speeches eliminated there is little hope 
for a Saturday prorogation.

P. G. E. BUI In.
At this morning's session the Pre­

mier Introduced his Bill formally rati­
fying the agreement entered into by

Minimum Wage Board, provided for in 
the measure, to investigate generally 
the conditions of employment of fe­
males. While it was pointed out to 
Mr. Weart that the Factory Act could 
take care of that phase of the question 
the South Vancouver member was not 
inclined to believe that the Factory Act 
would go so far as to cure conditions 
that permitted sweating.

The Attorney-General was not in a 
mood for amendments and pointed out 
to the House the advisability of giv­
ing the Act a year’s trial before en- 
largement. The chief amendment to 
the lady member's Bill was the pro­
vision to appoint a Minimum Wage 
Board of five, instead of three, two of 
whom are to be----------

the Province and the firm of Foley, 
Welch and Stewart, by which British 
Columbia went automatically into the 
railway business. The major part of 
the measure concerns Itself with the 
legal formula connected with the trans­
action and, of course, provides the 
powers to the Government to carry out 
the Agreement. The Company will still 
retain its entity and the BUI enables 

! the Lieutenant-Goveroor-in-Councll to 
nominate and oppoint the Board of

women.

A BUI Intituled an Act to make pro- 
1-1 ‘ ir aid for the purpose

process for the treat- 
i ores was Introduced 
ai Mines and received 

The Provincial Sec- 
u B1U to amend the

ef developing
ment of

retary spoi
British Columbia University Act.
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Purchase by Compulsion of 
Alienated and Non-Produc­

ing Lands

COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT 

PLAN IS TO BE ADOPTED

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 19.

Power to purchase on compulsory 
lines certain large tracts of land held 
out of production is one of the provis­
ions of the Government's extended I 
Land Settlement policy as embodied in 
a Bill designed to amend the Land 
Settlement and Development Act and 
to be introduced to the Legislature by 
Premier Oliver at this evening's sit­
ting of the House. The land will be 
acquired at an appraised value while 
a limited power of appeal is to be 
given, as to the value but not on any 
l>oint of law, to a Judge of the Su­
preme Court, and the cost of the ap­
peal is fixed at a minimum. The 
amending Bill is in pursuance of the 
programme determined by the late and 
present Premiers subsequent to their 
extended visit to the northern central 
section of the province last year, and 
considerably widens the power of the 
measure " placed on the statute books 
during last session.

Community Settlement.
Through its Land Settlement Board 

the Government will be enabled to 
bring under settlement and production 
large tracts of alienated and at pres­
ent non-productive lands. The Bill 
adopts the well-settled principles of 
settlement or community areas and 
empowers the Board to establish these 
at such points in the province aa the 
Board may deem desirable, with a view 
;o carrying on active colonization and 
In order that agricultural development 
and production generally may be in­
creased.

Another outstanding feature of the 
measure is one which goes to the root 
of the land settlement question. In 
connection with the settlement areas i 
the Board is empowered to notify every 
owner that he must carry on continu- I 
ous, graduated improvements or be­
come subject to the infliction of va­
ried penalty. In the first instance th< 
Board appraises every parcel of lan< 
within the settlement area. It thei 
notifies the owner of the appraise* 
valuation entailing him to enter inti 
an agreement, giving the Board a twi 
years’ option at the appraised value 
The owner is also compelled to exe 
cute such Improvements as the Boari 
may require. The notice is also drawi 
so as to meet dissatisfaction of thi 

! owner in that if the appraised value ii 
i not satisfactory to him he may mak<
I a return of what he considers a fail 
valuation, in which event his flgun 
shall become the basis thereafter foi 

j assessment purposes.
Will Compel Development.

In this connection, however, the own- 
| er is given an opportunity to give tht 
Board an option, at what its director* 
consider to be a fair valuation of tht 
land, for a period of two years. In the 
latter event the owner must carry on 
improvements to the satisfaction of 
the Board, failing which he at once 
becomes subject, in addition to ordin­
ary taxes, to a penalty tax or five per 
cent, per annum, which shall be rebate 

i to the extent of the proportion of his j improvements to the improvements 
requisite.

As above stated the Board may pur­
chase compulsorily such non-producing 
lands within the limits of the settle­
ment areas. The spirit of the Bill, 
however, is fairness to the owner, but 
maintaining a steady Insistence in all 
its provisions that the land within out­
lined areas shall be cultivated and be 
made to produce. It is similarly note­
worthy that the Bill enables the Board 
to take into consideration the de­
pasturing of cattle as an Improvement.

I ... ~......... "“j^l

OF OLD AGE PENSION
But Legislature Not in Posi­

tion to Deal With Legis­
lation Yet

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Session, April 18.

As a sequel to the resolution intro­
duced to the Huose on Tuesday after­
noon by J. W. Weart, the member for 
South Vancouver, the Legislature went 
on record to-day as being in complete 
accord with the principle of old age 
pensions, but agreed that it was not 
yet in a position to go, any further 
than that. Mr. Weart's resolution 
called for the definite consideration of 
legislation at this or next session.

The Premier took the stand that the 
matter is one for Dominion and not 
Provincial legislation and that the 
British Columbia Parliament should 
halt in its progress until the Legisla­
tures of all the other provinces deal 
with it in a practical manner.

Stops at Endorsation.
Reference has already beeç made in 

these columns to the scheme evolved 
by the South Vancouver member, \ 
whose Bill in support of the resolution 
before the House, was already printed 
for submission. The Premier's amend­
ment, however, merely committing the 
Legislature to an endorsation of the 

I principle, stopped further progress.
| Mr. Weart has arranged by consent 
I of the Premier to send copies of his 
Bill to the members of all other Pro- ! 
vincial Legislatures of the Dominion ! 
urging their support and interest to the ! 
end that a “simultaneous co-relation I 
of effort" may result in uniform action, I 
in which case the next session of the 
local House should see the fruits of 
his labors.

Nurses' Bill.
With the idea that the Bill had any 

intent to establish a "close corpora­
tion" for the nursing profession ef­
fectively dispelled, it was only to be 
expected that Dr. Sutherland's meas­
ure to which full reference has already 
been made in these columns, would go 
through fairly smoothly. Although 
the main provisions passed through 
committee with but little change there 
were a number of more or less unique 
suggestions for amendment. For in­
stance, the fifth member for Vancouver 
was apprehensive lest the letters R. N. 
(registered nurse) should be confused 
with Royal Navy and some unsuspect­
ing submarine chaser grabbed and 
made to show that he was a real 
sailor and not a bogus nurse.

The measure was reported complete 
and will go through to-morrow.

The formal Bill granting certain 
sums of money for the Public Service 
of the province as well as the Ditches 
and Watercourses Act received third 
reading and safe passage.

1* 8111 IS iI ■. . sa É

■
Hon. John Hart Brings Down 

Important Measure This 
Morning

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 19. 

The Bill containing the Government’s 
taxation proposals for this session wtu$ 
introduced this morning by the Minis­
ter of Finance, Hon. John Hart. It 
hears the impress of careful thought 
by the Minister, and is an earnest en­
deavor to refine the Taxation Act and 
equalize the burden whlcfi has to be 
borne by the taxpayers.

In regard to the farmer, provision Is 
made for a complete new assessment 
of all the real property in the province; 
coming under the taxation department** 
and this will be made during the sum* 
mer. Upon it the rolls for 1919 will be 
based. Exemption of improvements up 

j to a value of $1,500 is given to farmers, 
this being in addition to the exemption 

I up to $1,000 on personal property which 
i they now enjoy.

Mining Taxation.
An important portion of the bill is 

hat dealing with the taxation of min- 
lg companies. In 1917 these were 
-ought under the operation of the in- , 

ne-tax provisions of the Act, and 
» under the Sur-tax Act, at the

same time continuing to be subject to 
the two per cent, mineral-tax. In mak- 
mg them liable to income-tax they had 

^Xan^e of any allowance by 
£®y..of deductions from gross income 
ror directors and officers’ salaries, de- 
preciation or development work, and 
tne shareholders were taxed on their 
income from dividends.
H^new0futhe first duties falling to 
Hon Mr. Hart on taking office was the 
levying of the new taxes and sur-taxee. 
uq, investigation he found that if the 
Act was enforced it would work a 
hardship on the mining industry, and 
at his su8«estion the Government de- 
cided not to levy the taxes on mines 
at«tnat time, but to give an opportunity 
this session to make certain refine­
ments which would place this part of 
the Act on a more equitable and scien­
tific basis.

dividends.
What the Bill now before the House 

proposes in this regard is that mines 
shall be taxed either on income or two 
per cent, on the assessed value of the 
ore removed, whichever is the greater, 
n coming under income taxation 

depreciation of plant may be allowed 
in the discretion of the Minister up to 
fifteen per cent, per aqnum. A deduc­
tion will be allowed for development 
work, having regard to the ore pro-
Theeî/iÏÏS 'vhl?V “ ineome is derived, 
cere .Ïï pai,? to dlr<*tora and offl- 
whenYhJ be allowed aa a déduction 
nmJ?nLh rep,plent« are resident In the. 
Lr lE ‘beretore paying income-
Btonmt ft?*.**' ,K U al8° prafosed to 

min'™ Income-tax dividends 
rroni mining ccmpanica when the tax 
has been paid at the source. 
nnGnJn«7Linln,g C°mPan‘es Wl11 be taxed
thpPnrinl Vl®W °f ttle faCt that
nre.ÏÏÏSe °5<&° dJs lixed' wh,lc the cost 
ThA%U«Ct °2 ,has sreatly increased. 
Jnn!Jïï0U8 deduÇUons just mentioned 
apply 5*er« ^ well, and of course they 
q ally affect all other income-tax- 

_ payers with stumpage allowed as a 
deduction to lumbering firms.

Iron Ores.
„ °f, thir,ty-seven and a half cents
a tp“ t pIac<*? on iron ore8. but this is 
more than offset by the bounty of $3 

thZSe tmlnl“S taxes and the 
♦«drLCtlon8 Pectine: them date back 
to January 1, 1917, and as soon as the 
aiï\eiîn!^ents are law the taxes for 1917 
an£i918*WiU be levied and collected.

*2", to. last year salmon canners 
were taxed at the rate of four cents a
ïhïîJC itJîe,r annual t*ack. hut last year 
-shareholders were made liable for in- 

jCome-tax in addition. The proposed 
I amendment will tax the income at its 
, source as an alternative to the four- 
cent tax, whichever is greater. For 

wiI1 pay taxes on that 
bas^ but for 1917 shareholders will 
have to pay on their income. The same 
applies to whaling companies, which • 
will pay on income or at the rate of 
ten cents a barrel for whaleoil and 
twenty cents a ton for fertilizer, which­
ever sum Is the larger.

Banks and Municipalities.
Banks will be taxed hereafter as 

last year $3,000 on the chief office of 
each bank and $500 for each other 
office in the province.

City and district municipalities will 
be exempt from taxation of municipal 
property in unorganized territory. This 
affects booke waterworks property and 
Vancouver and Kamloops.

Amendments dealing with tax sales 
are proposed which will remove the 
difficulty which prevented a tax sale 
laat year* that of having to proceed 
for all arrears of taxes up to Decem­
ber 31 preceding. When property is 
advertised in future the whole amount 
of taxes owing will be shown, but in 
the event of the Government deciding 
^tonly the taxes up to, say. the end 
or 1915 shall be sought, an owner can 
save his land from sale by paying ar­
rears and interest up to that date. 
Provision is made that a delinquent 
owner may at any time pay at least one 
years arrears with interest. Hereto­
fore a collector could not accept any 
payment unless it represented the full 
sum owing. In view of a tax sale the 
lands of any member of 'the Allied 
forces are to be withheld from sale, 
a|d the lands of his father, mother, 
wife or children, if dependent on him, 
may likewise be withheld.

Real Property.
The minimum tax on any parcel of 

real property is fixed at one dollar in­
stead of twenty-five cents. There are 
several thousands of parcels now as­
sessed for less than one dollar, the 
larger number at less than a quarter 
and the expense of collection eats up 
most of the levy.

Every taxpayer is required, before 
September 30 in each year, to send in 
a statement of taxable property and.

1 of his income. No notice or demand 
will be made on him for this, but he 
can secure forms from any assessor on 
application. Failure to make returns 
entails a fine and the making of a false 1 
return, fine and imprisonment.

The Department has found some re­
luctance to make returns because of 
an impression that financial statements 
made were open to the public. Some

I time ago instructions were issued by 
Mr. Hart that, all information obtained
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PREMIER WILL HOLD

New Minister of Agriculture 
Will Be Selected After 

Prorogation

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 17.

One of the amendments to the Sup­
ply Bill disposed of this evening was 
the sequel to the objections raised at 
last Saturday afternoon's sitting in re­
gard to the Premier’s salary. It will 
be recalled that Mr. Bowser was con­
siderably annoyed because the words 1 
"without portfolio” . had been omitted I 

1 from the appropriation providing | 
$7,500 as the annual emolument for 
Mr. Oliver. 66

He contended that as the vote stood 
there was nothing to prevent the 
Prime Minister from taking another 
$6,000 by reason of his holding the 
Portfolio of Agriculture. Mr. Oliver 
assured him at the time that he was 
not greedy, and would "rub along” on 
the seven and a half with the sessional 
Indemnity as a useful little incidental.

To set the mind of the Leader of the 
Opposition at rest the Premier an­
nounced that; he would hold the Port­
folio of Railways—which carries no 
salary—and that he would consent to 
the addition of the words "without any 
further salary as Head of any Depart- 

I ment.” Mr. Oliver stated on Saturday 
i last that it was his intention to relin­

quish the duties of the Agricultural 
Department at an early date when - a 
successor to the portfolio would be 
duly announced.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1918

P.B.E. BILL READ 
FIRST TIME TO-DAY

Measure Introduced by the 
Premier at This Morn­

ing's Session

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 19. |

Despite the fact that the House did 
not adjourn until 2 a. m. to-day there 
were very few vacant places when the 
Législature t resumed its business at 
10.30 this morning. A few yawns and 
a tendency to snatch “forty winks" 
during an almost continuous commit­
tee stage was the only visible sign of a 
persistent burning of the midnight oil. 
While every effort is being made to 
clear up the Order Paper and permit 
all matters to be completed by to-mor­
row night unless progress Is consid­
erably quickened to-day, and political 
speeches eliminated there is little hope 
for a Saturday prorogation.

P. G. E. Bill In.
At this morning's session the Pre­

mier introduced his Bill formally rati­
fying the agreement entered into by 
the Province and the firm of Foley, 
Welch and Stewart, by which British 
Columbia went automatically into the 
railway business. The major part of 

• the measure concerns Itself with the 
legal formula connected with the trans­
action and, of course, provides the 
powers to the Government to carry out 
the Agreement. The Company will still 
retain its entity and the Bill enables 

i the Lientenant-Govemor-in-Councll to 
nominate and oppoint the Board of 

- Directors for each of the three com- 
I panics, each Board to consist of three 
i members who shall hold office during 
pleasure.

No Share Qualification.
It Is further provided that, notwith­

standing any-Iaw or statute to the con­
trary-, it shall not be necessary for any 
member of the Board of Directors so,' 
nominated or appointed to hold, or be, 
registered as the holder of, any share 
or shares in the share capital of the! 
Company of which he may be nomin­
ated or appointed a director. The three 
companies concerned are, as will be 
remembered, the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway Company, the Pacific Great

Eastern Equipment Company and the 
Pacific Great Eastern Development 
Company.

First reading was given to the Bill.
Other Business Progressing.

The Water Act and the Bill to amend 
the Supreme Court Act were disposed 
of and reported complete with amend­
ments and the Metalliferous Mines 
Inspection Act similarly made further 
progress.

The Hon. William Sloan, Minister of 
Mines, introduced a Bill to amend the 
Provincial Fisheries Act and the Min­
ister of Finance a Bill to amend the 

: Taxation Act, full particulars of which 
are given elsewhere in this issue.

PREMIER OBJECTED 
TO BOWSER MEASURE 

FOR SOLDIER VOTES
"Beautifully Indefinite," Said 

He; Will Introduce 
Better One

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 18.

The Bill introduced by the Leader 
of the Opposition designed to give the 
vote to soldiers, sailors and nurses 
with overseas- service to their credit, 
without the necessity of waiting for a 
Court of Revision, was not acceptable 
to the Leader of the Government and 
Premier Oliver told the House last 
pight that he had already seen the 
effect of legislation drawn without 
proper safeguards.

He was alluding to the taking of the 
vote overseas and In particular was he 
mindful of the report of the Prohibi­
tion Commission. At the same time 
Mr. Oliver promised his friend opposite, 
despite the fact that his Bill was un­
acceptable to the Government that he 
would bring down a measure to do all 
that Mr. Bowser desired—but without 
loopholes for malpractices. Moreover 
it would be brought down during the 
present session of the Legislature and 
become effective before the by-election 
In this city. .

Beautifully Indefinite.
The Premier was not at all flatter­

ing concerning the manner in which 
Mr. Bowser's measure was drawn up 
and opined that the only restraint on 
fraud was the ability of the applicant 
for a vote to convince the registrar of 
his or her bona tides. It was not the 
bona fide soldier who would perpe­
trate the fraud said the Premier, but 
it was the Finister influence that had 
worked before and might be able to 
work again contrary to clean deal -

No, the measure was so “beautifully 
indefinite" and so devoid of all the 
earmarks which should go to properly 
safeguarded legislation that the Pre­
mier could not agree to Its further 
progress. Mr. Bowser said he would 
be quite satisfied so long as the Gov­
ernment brought down a measure this 
session that would give the soldier a 
vote under the general plan he had i 
proposed. The assurance was forth- j 
coming.

Municipal Act.
First reading was given to a Bill In­

troduced by the Attorney-General, and 
designed to amend the Municipal Act 
There are no very vital amendments, 
the chief among which Is a cure to 
the existing unsatisfactory state be­
tween contiguous municipalities. The 
new provision gives co-operativç pow­
ers for the joint operation and main­
tenance of certain drains and sewers 
along or in the neighborhood of the 
boundary line between municipalities.

Amendments to the Workmen's Com­
pensation Act, which have already been 
foreshadowed in the^e columns, were 
also brought down In a Bill from the 
Attorpey-General. More or less tech­
nical for the most part, and designed 
with the object of enlarging the scope 
and the smoothing of the Act's oper- . 
ation, the chief amendment Is that 
bringing all Government employees { 
engaged In dangerous trades within 
the application of the Act. This was 
promised, it will be remembered, by 
the present Premier subsequent to the 
disastrous accident to two men en­
gaged in blasting operations on the 
reserve last year.

Other Measures.
A Bill intituled an Act to make pro­

vision for further aid for the purpose 
of developing a process for the treat­
ment of complex ores was introduced 
by the Minister of Mines and received 
Its first reading. The Provincial Sec­
retary sponsored a BIU to amend the 
British Columbia University Act,

CITY OF VICTORIA 
BILL GOT THROUGH 
IN WEE SMA' BOURS

Minimum Wage Bill and Game 
Act Also Passed Com­

mittee Stage

HOUSE CONTINUED ITS

SITTING UNTIL 2 A. M.

Legislative Press Gallery,
Midnight Sitting, April 1$.

Those members of the Legislature, 
whom the arms of Morpheus had not 
claimed and who still possessed the j 
least interest in life, were the last per- 

1 sons in the world to raise any very 
serlous objection at 1 a. m. to-day to 
the passing of the Bill to give relief 
to the City of Victoria. The general 
provisions of the measure are suf­
ficiently well known to make any ex­
tended reference here unnecessary, the 
main point being that It empowers the 
Municipal Council to deal with its tax 
delinquency and appoint a Board of 
Commissioners who will fix a new as­
sessment upon which to base the gen­
eral delinquency plan.

Quick Passage.
A number of . amendments dealing 

I more with phraseology than anything 
1 else were disposed of by H. C. Hall, the 
junior member for Victoria, and Dr. 
Macdonald, the member for North 
Okanagan, and chairman of Com­
mittee. Of the members who remained 
in the House these two showed com­
mendable activity and the Bill was re­
ported complete with amendments at
1.20 a. m. It will be remembered that 
the measure was subjected to a good 
deal of gruelling during its progress 
through the Private Bills Committee, 
so that somewhat perfunctory treat­
ment In its final stage need not be In­
terpreted that the measure had no in­
terest to the Legislature: its purport 
is well known to the members, while 
its importance to the city of Victoria 
may not be minimized.

Minimum Wage.
For nearly ninety minutes before the 

witching hour of midnight the Mini­
mum Wage Bill was subjected to a 
good deal of discussion, the member 
for South Vancouver using all the per­
suasive eloquence at his command in 
order that its application might be 
considerably broadened. The chief ob­
ject Mr. Weart had in view was the 
inclusion in the Bill of a provision 
looking to authority being given to the 
Minimum Wage Board, provided for in 
the measure, to investigate generally 
the conditions of employment of fe­
males. While it was pointed out to 
Mr. Weart that the Factory Act could 
take care of that phase of the question 
the South Vancouver member was not 
inclined to believe that the Factory Act 
would go so far as to cure conditions 
that permitted sweating.

The Attorney-General was not in a 
mood for amendments and pointed out 
to the House the advisability of giv­
ing the Act a year's trial before en­
largement. The chief amendment to 
the lady member’s Bill was the pro­
vision to appoint a Minimum Wage 
Board of five, instead of three, two of 
whom are to be women.

88^88^72
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AGREE ON PRINCIPLE same time continuing to be subject to 
în» îh ° VfT ,c,ent' mineral-tax. In m&k- 

Hîî™I!alî]?_t0 income-tax they had 
P any allowance by 

-,—.... ..-cm gross income 
is and officers' salaries, de­
ar development work, and 

1 were taxed on their

OF OLD AGE PENSION not the advantage of any 
way of deductions from 
for director-" 
predation l. 
the shareholders were 
income from dividends.

One of the first duties falling to 
Hon. Mr. Hart on taking office was the 
levying of the new taxes and sur-taxes. 
On investigation he found that if the 
Act was enforced it would work a 
hardship on the mining industry, and 
at his suggestion the Government de­
cided not to levy the taxes on mines 
at that time, but to give an opportunity 
this session to make certain refine­
ments which would place this part of 
the Act on a more equitable and scien­
tific basis.

tiividends.
What the Bill now before the House 

proposes in this regard is that mines 
shall be taxed either on income or two 
per cent, on the assessed value of the 
ore removed, whichever is the greater. 
In coming under income taxation

But Legislature Not in Posi 
tion to Deal With Legis­

lation YetPurchase by Compulsion of 
Alienated and Non-Produc 

ing Lands
Legislative Press Gallery, 

Afternoon Session, April 18.
As a sequel to the resolution intro­

duced to the Huose on Tuesday after­
noon by J. W. Weart, the member for 
South Vancouver, the Legislature went 
on record to-day as being In complete 
accord with the principle of old age 
pensions, but agreed that it was not 
yet in a position to go, any further 
than that. Mr. Weart's resolution 
called for the definite consideration of 
legislation at this or next session.

The Premier took the stand that the 
matter is one for Dominion and not 
Provincial legislation and that the 
British Columbia Parliament should

COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT 

PLAN IS TO BE ADOPTED

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 19.

Power to purchase on compulsory 
lines certain large tracts of land held 
out of production is one of the provis­
ions of the Government's extended ! 
Land Settlement policy as embodied in 
a Bill designed to amend the Land 
Settlement and Development Act and 
to be introduced to the Legislature by 
Premier Oliver at this evening's sit­
ting of the House. The land will be 
acquired at an appraised value while 
a limited power of appeal is to be 
given, as to the value but not on any 
point of law, to a Judge of the Su­
preme Court, and the cost of the ap­
peal Is fixed at a minimum. The 
amending Bill is in pursuance of the 
programme determined by the late and 
present Premiers subsequent to their 
extended visit to the northern central 
section of the province last year, and 
considerably widens "the power of the 
measure placed on the statute books 
during last session.

Community Settlement.
Through its Land Settlement Board 

the Government will be enabled to 
bring under settlement and production 
large tracts of alienated and at pres­
ent non-productive lands. The Bill 
adopts the well-settled principles of 
settlement or community areas and 
empowers the Board to establish these 
at such points in the province as the 
Board may deem desirable, with a view 
io carrying on active colonization and 
In order that agricultural development 
and production generally may be in­
creased.

Another outstanding feature of the 
measure is one which goes to the root 
of the land settlement question. In 
connection with the settlement areas, 
the Board la empowered to notify every I 
owner that he must carry on continu- I 
ous, graduated improvements or be­
come subject to the infliction of va­
ried penalty. In the first instance th< 
Board appraises every parcel of lan< 
within ----------------

end that a "simultaneous co-relation 
of effort" may result in uniform action, I 
in which case the next session of the 
local House should see the fruits of 
his labors.

Nurses’ Bill.
With the idea that the Bill had any 

intent to establish a “dose corpora­
tion" for the nursing profession ef­
fectively dispelled, it was only to be 
expected that Dr. Sutherland’s meas­
ure to which full reference has already 
been made in these columns, would go 
through fairly smoothly. Although 
the main provisions passed through 
committee with but little change there 
were a number of more or less unique 
suggestions for amendment. For in­
stance, the fifth member for Vancouver 
was apprehensive lest the letters R. N. 
(registered nurse) should be confused 
with Royal Navy and some unsuspect­
ing submarine chaser grabbed and 
made to show that he was a real 
sailor and not a bogus nurse.

The measure was reported complete 
and will go through to-morrow.

The formal Bill granting certain 
sums of money for the Public Service 
of the province as well as the Ditches 
and Watercourses Act received third 
reading and safe passage.

..... ........... ... is greater. for
1918 canneries will pay taxes on that 
basis, but for 1917 shareholders will 
have to pay on their income. The same 
applies to whaling companies, which 
will pay on income or at the rate of 
ten cents a barrel for whaleoil and 
twenty cents a ton for fertilizer, which­
ever sum Is the larger.

Banks and Municipalities.
Banks will be taxed hereafter as 

last year, $3,000 on the chief office of 
each bank and $500 for each other 
office in the province.

City and district municipalities will 
be exempt from taxation of municipal 
property in unorganized territory. This 
affects Sooke waterworks propérty and 
Vancouver and Kamloops.

Amendments dealing with tax sales 
I are proposed which will remove the ! difficulty which prevented a tax sale 
last year, that of having to proceed 
for all arrears of taxes up to Decem­
ber 31 preceding. When property is 
advertised in future the whole amount 
of taxes owing will be shown, but in 
the event of the Government deciding 
that only the taxes up to, say, the end 
of 1915 shall be sought, an owner can 
save his land from sale by paying ar­
rears and interest up to that date. 
Provision is made that a delinquent 
owner may at any time pay at least one 
year’s arrears with interest. Hereto­
fore a collector could not accept any 
payment unless It represented the full 
sum owing. In view of a tatf sale the

_____ _ __ie settlement area- It thei
notifies the owner of the appraise< 
valuation entailing him to enter Inti 
an agreement, giving the Board a twi 
years' option at the appraised value 
The owner is also compelled to exe 
cute such improvements as the Boar< 
may require. The notice is also drawi 
so as to meet dissatisfaction of tin 

! owner in that if the appraised value U 
I not satisfactory to him he may maki
a return of what he considers a fail 
valuation, in which event his figun 
shall become the basis thereafter foi 
assessment purposes.

Will Compel Development.
In this connection, however, the own­

er is given an opportunity to give tht 
Board an option, at what its director* 
consider to be a fair valuation of tht 
land, for a period of two years. In the 
latter event the owner must carry on 
improvements to the satisfaction of 
the Board, failing which he at once 
becomes subject, in addition to ordin­
ary taxes, to a penalty tax or five per 
cent, per annum, which shall be rebate 
to the extent of the proportion of his 
improvements to the improvements 
requisite.

As above stated the Board may pur­
chase compulsorily such non-producing 
lands within the limits of the settle­
ment areas. The spirit of the Bill, 
however, Is fairness to the owner, but 
maintaining a steady insistence in all 
its provisions that the land within out­
lined areas shall be cultivated and be 
made to produce. It Is similarly note­
worthy that the Bill enables the Board 
to take Into consideration the de­
pasturing of cattle as an Improvement.

Hon, John Hart Brings Down 
Important Measure This 

Morning

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 19.

The Bill containing the Government's 
taxation proposals for this session was 
introduced this morning by the Minis­
ter of Finance, Hon. John Hart. It 
bears the impress of careful thought 
by the Minister, and is an earnest en­
deavor to refine the Taxation Act and 
equalize the burden which has to be 
borne by the taxpayers.

In regard to the farmer, provision is 
made for a complete new assessment 
of all the real property in the province 
coming under the taxation department, 
and this will be made during the sum» 
mer. Upon it the rolls for 1919 will be 
based. Exemption of improvements up

of any member of 'the Allied 
forces are to be withheld from sale 
and the lands of his father, mother* 
wife or children. If dependent on him, 
may likewise be withheld.

Real Property.
The minimum tax on any parcel of 

real property is fixed at one dollar in­
stead of twenty-five cents. There are 
several thousands of parcels now as­
sessed for less than one dollar, the 
larger number at less than a quarter, 
and the expense of collection eats up 
most of the levy.

Every taxpayer is required, before 
September 30 in each year, to send in 
a statement of taxable property and. 
of his income. Np notice or demand 
will be made on him for this, but he 
can secure forms from any assessor on 
application. Failure to make returns 
entails a fine and the making of a false j 
return, tine and imprisonment.

The Department has found some re­
luctance to make returns because of 
an impression that financial statements 
made were open to the public. Some 
time ago instructions were issued by 
Mr. Hart that all information obtained L

under the Sur-tax Act, at the
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by officials In connection with the 
business of taxpayers must be held 
absolutely confidential, and to more 
fully enforce his order he has placed a • 
section in the bill imposing a fine of 
$200 on any person disclosing any such 
information. Besides this, of course, 
departmental regulations would entail 
the summary-dismissal of the official.

I

I !

CIVIL SERVICE ACT
.But Will Amend It to Meet 

Present-day Con­
ditions

HAS NO REGRETS AND
NOTHING TO RETRACT

Says Opposition Would Ham­
per Ottawa for Political Ad­

vantage Here

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 18.

Premier Oliver told the Legislature 
this afternoon that the Civil Service 
Act, placed on the statute-books of 
the province at last session, would be 
put Into operation after it had been 
amended to suit present day conditions. 
He did not take the House into his 
confidence any more than to say that 
the Government would use ample time 
to exercise full regard to its provisions 
and their ultimate effect on the inter­
ests of the people generally and those 
of the returned soldier in particular. 
He sought to defend the action he 
took on the occasion of the soldier de­
monstration to the Parliament Build­
ings and again declared that the Gov­
ernment was not hostile to the Union 
Government at Ottawa. He had no re­
grets and nothing to retract. But he 
took the opportunity to point out to 
the Opposition, whom he styled the 
self-appointed champions of the 
Union Government, that their action 
In supporting a resolution evaded by 
the Federal authorities was tanta­
mount to a vote of censure.

Mrs Ralph Smith, the Leader of the 
Opposition, Frank Mobley, J. S. Cow- 
per and J. H. Hawthornthwalte con­
tributed to the debate on the resolution 
as moved by W. R. Ross, the member 
for Fort George, on Tuesday last, and 
referred to In these columns at length.

Premier Oliver.
'1 am not going to make a lot of 

noise, because this is a matter which 
demands a good deal of serious con­
sideration and notwithstanding the 
fact that my actions on the night In 
question have received much criticism 
I have nothing to regret, .nothing to 
retract that will In any way alter the 
attitude I Intend to maintain/' was 
the opening statement made by the 
Premier on rising to take his share 
in the debate. Mr. Oliver alluded to his 
statements made on the steps of the 
Parliament Buildings and reminded 
the House again that he was not in 
the habit of endorsing any resolution 
the complete digestion of which had 
not been possible beforehand. And 
the reason, he said, might be found 
tor that in the presence, perhaps, of a 
peculiar streak of obstinacy contained 
in his make up. (Ironical cries of 
Hear, hear from Opposition benches.) 
Many people have doubtless come to 

thî ^oncl,U8ioin« however,” continued
manPïrmilerU t,h®t 1 am n°l a difficult 
man to lead, but to drive me is an 
entirely different matter."

Appeals For Fairplay.
thTh£ Lead1e,r °f the Government told 
fîî6.!*01!86 Lhat he had 8:one so far as 
to say to the delegation, as they well
STJSÎ some portions of
the solution in question would be 
easy of favorable consideration at the 
hands of the Government. "But,” he 
proceeded, “I appeal for fairplay in 
his as In all other matters." He re­

counted the events of the evening In 
question and pointed to the fact that 

ithe House was then In session twice 
ia day. He said that the very first 
thing he did on the following morning 

'.was to send the document presented 
y the deputation to the printers in 

•rder that every member of the House, 
within twenty hours of the présenta - 

: tion, could be in possession of the 
whole of the subject matter. He ap­
pealed to the Legislature as to whether 
or not that was sufficient proof of 

*_,8 contention that he did consider the 
jrfiatter to be sufficiently important to 
warrant its careful digestion by .the 
members.

Political Capital.
"But the honorable member for 

Fort George Immediately jumped to 
the conclusion that here was a chance 

i to make good political capital and at 
the following evening session there 
was a deliberate attempt to catch a 
snap vote on the plea of urgency," 
said the Premier as he proceeded to 
review the terms and import of the 
resolution. He referred to the fact 
that the resolution itself recited that 
its terms had already been before the 
Dominion Government and that Ot­
tawa, in its wisdom, had seen fit to 
withhold its endorsation or at least 
fail to give the assurances demanded. 
"The members of this Administration 
have been charged with failure to sup­
port the Union Government at Ot­
tawa as did the self-constituted cham­
pions of the new regime, but," con­
tinued the Premier, “on the other hand, 
we now see the Leader of the Opposi­
tion and his party In this House per­
fectly willing to administer a slap in 
the face to that same Union Govern­
ment in order that he may secure 
political capital from the process.

Indicts Union Government.
"I say tb this House and I repeat to 

the'people of this province that this 
Government Is not hostile to the 
Unton Government at Ottawa. I have 
said so before and I repeat that this 
Government is ready and willing to 
render its heartiest practical co-opera­
tion with Ottawa and at all times give 

I it the benefit of any doubts that may j 
| from time to time arise. And I say," j 
| declared the Premier, "that any man ; 
who attempts to hinder the work of 1 
that Government at this most trying , 
time is not a good citizen." Contem- ! 
plating some of the sections of the I 
resolution before the House, Mr. 
Oliver proceeded to show that In his 
opinion there could be no more forcible 
indictment of the Union Government 
than the sentiments contained therein 
and presumably supported by the 
member for Fort George, the mover, 
and the Leader of the Opposition.

Monopolists of Patriotism.
“These are the self-constituted 

champions of the Union Government j 
at Ottawa. These are the men who j 
profess to have the monopoly of all 
the patriotism In their breeches 
pockets. These are the men who would 
seek to go contrary to the purposes ; 
of that Government for the sole aim i 
of coining political advantage for use ' 
in the forthcoming by-election in the ! 
city of Victoria. What can the people 
of this province think of men of this 
class in the light of their oft-repeated 
protestations on the floor of this 
House?" asked the Premier as he 
virtually flung his challenge across 
to the Opposition benches.

All Could Say Amen.
There were two ways of doing 

things and the way the Provincial 
Government would take would lie that 
which would not hamper the authori­
ties at Ottawa. The Premier declar­
ed there would be ho doubt that the | 
country as a whole would be a unit 
behind any programme the Dominion 
Government considered advisable and ; 
necessary to deal with the alien enemy. ; 
But instead of what amounted to a 
virtual vote of censure on them It 
would be much more to the point to 
pass resolutions backing them up in 
the course selected as a cure for the 1 
situation. Not a single member of the 
Legislature, however, would refrain 
from pronouncing his Amen to that 
section of the resolution, Said the 
Premier.

Would Deny Relief.
Referring to that clause in the re- 

solutiqn which dcuumtiafLa.satisfactory
treatment of the alien question before 
the enforcement of the Military Ser- ! 
vice Act in respect to Clasa Two men, 
the Premier continued: “The cry has 
gone out to the people for more men, 
for more munitions, for everything 
that the process of war needs, and yet 
you would tie the hands of the Do- 
minion Government and say to them 
‘You shall not have any more men to 
deal with the immediate danger until 
you have dealt with the danger which 
is remote.’ You would rather persist _ 
in the securing of your political cap!-* 
ta! at that expense," was the charge ' 
the Premier preferred, with the qualifi­
cation that the attitude of the Opposi-i 
tion seemed to suggest that course. j

Sympathy Needed.
“There will never be an indecision 

on my part on a subject of this kind 
although my political fate may be in 
the balance and the scale weighted 
down against me. No, 1 say," he 
went on, "you would stay the hand 
that would send relief to those brave 
men in France while you spar here 
for political advantage by giving at­
tention to the friendly alien first. The 
passing of this resolution would be 
the passing of a vote of censure on 
the Union Government at Ottawa. Al­
though 1 am not an ardent supporter 
of that Government," said he, "I appeal 
for fairplay, because that Government 
Is doing Its best to control the affairs 
of the country in the most troublous 
times it has ever faced. The men at 
Ottawa are doing their level best to 
grapple with the questions of the day 
and they do not want your censure: 
they want and they need your sym­
pathetic support."

Civil Service ' Act.
With a reference to the late Premier 

and an expression of the ‘belief that 
lie had laid down his life for his coun­
try with the same devotion as had 
many a Canadian in France, he passed 
on to deal with that part of the resolu­
tion concerned with the Civil Service 
Act—the measure upon which Mr. 
Brewster had depended for the better­
ment of the public service, the people 
of the province generally and, In par­
ticular the returned soldier . Mr. Oliver 
told the House that he had had no 
notification that such a resolution 
would be presented. He resented what 
he termer the offensive manner In 
which its presentation was carried out 
in that an immediate answer was de­
manded of him. He had not been ac­
customed to deal with matters in sdeh 
a perfunctory manner. As to the 
charge that he declared Ignorance of 
its provisions, Mr. Oliver said that it 
was not to he expected that he could 
carry the alms and objects of every 
piece of legislation in his head.

Lying Man.
“I call that man a lying man who 

dared to construe my remarks so as 
to make it appear that I said I knew 
nothing about the Civil Service Act," 
said the Premier in tones that could 
not fail of hearing. “But let me tell 
this House and the people of this coun­
try that I am not now nor never have 
I been given to doing the expedient 
thing at the expense of the right thing. 
I am not going to truckle to anything, 
nor to turn to anything for the sake 
of holding a seat in this Legislature 
and T am quite content to allow the 
people of this province tb pronounce 
their v'brdiet when the time comes. I 
may not live to see the day when that 
takes place, but if I do I shall be ready 
to take my medicine or my endorse­
ment just as the people and the re­
turned soldier deem it is my due. I 
can say this, how'ever, concluded the 
Premier, that it is the intention of the 
Government to bring the Civil Service 
Act into operation after it has been 
amended to suit such new conditions 
which were not easy of contemplation 
when it was first constructed. We are 
not going to be hasty about it, because 
we desire it to be capable of operation 
In the best interests of all concerned." 

Mr. Bowser.
The Leader of the Opposition said 

| that the returned soldiers had taken 
the only constitiuion.il course offered 
to them. They had a grievance and 
they came to the responsible head of 
the Government in charge of the af­
fairs of the country to make known 
their troubles. He contended that 

: there was never any question of stam­
peding the Leader of the Government, 

.because It had been found out long 
ago that the vagaries of thatlgentle- 
man a mental machinery did not lend 
themselves to any such process.

Always Soldiers’ Friend.
Turning to the remarks of the 

Premier Inferring that the party whom 
he had the honor to lead In the cool 
shades of opposition would pass a 
vote of censure on Sir Robert Borden 
and the Union Government, Mr. 
Bowser said that It would be unfair 
to Sir Robert himself did his friends 
not choose to differ from him, par­
ticularly where the difference affected 
the welfare of the returned soldier. 
He claimed that the Conservative 
party had always been a friend of the 
returned man, and while some of them 
might perhaps object to the phrase­
ology of the resolution, especially per­
haps those sections appearing some­
what dictatorial. If the returned sol­
diers had given It their consideration 
and had come to the conclusion that 
it represented their views that was 
good enough for Mr. Bowser and his 
colleagues on that side of the House.

"The Slimy Monster."
The Leader of the Opposition re-
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iterated his statement made a year ago 
in which he had prophesied that the 
Civil Service Act would remain in­
operative until every Liberal had been 
duly provided for. “He now says," 
continued Mr. Bowser, referring to the 
Premier's remarks on the subject, 
“that he is going to enforce the Act 
when it has been amended. But he 
says he is going to do the right thing 
—the right thing for the members of 
the Liberal party.” From this point 
the Opposition Leader again brought 
out the “slimy monster" and paraded 
it up and down the Legislature, mak­
ing only one change in its multi­
colored patronage paint. The new 
streak was the case of a Dane, born 
of Danish parents in the erstwhile 
Danish territory of Schleswig-Holstein, 
albeit under the German flag, who 
had been given the post of bridge 
superintendent at Bella Coola at the . 
expense of a returned soldier.

Mrs. Smith.
“I am just getting my bearings and 

when I find them there will be some­
thing doing," said Mrs. Smith a£ she 
characteristically alluded to the lone 
hand of a woman played silently by 
her since her first introduction to Mr. 
Speaker by the late Premier. She 
stated at the outset that she held no 
brief for the Government and certainly 
not for the Opposition in respect of 
the subject under discussion. She 
could summon no words of approval 
for the manner in which the combina­
tion of political forces at Ottawa had 
conducted its business since receiving 
its mandate from the people on De­
cember 17 last. The Union Govern­
ment had fallen down sadly in the mat­
ter of providing something tangible 

; for the returned soldier and it would 
not be until the Mother Parliament ! 
at Ottawa led the way for her children 
of the provinces that the Provincial 
Parliaments would be able to rise and 
assume their fullest possible share of 
the responsibility now resting so heav­
ily on the Dominion.

"Sooner the Better."
“I believe the Civil Service Act will 

be enforced, and the sooner the bet­
ter," said the lady member for Van­
couver. She had received a communi­
cation from a returned soldier who 
had requested her to "soft pedal" in 
connection with the Act. She was not 
quite understanding the purport of 
the exhortation, but presumed the 
same writer’s suggestion that all civil 
servants resign to make way for the 
returned men was meant as a sub­
stitute for the Act. As a matter of 
fact, she told the House, the essence 
of the soldier’s suggestion would be 
presented in the form of a resolution 
at the Vancouver demonstration to- j 
morrow night. Loathe to leave the ! 
Union Government, Mrs. Smith de­
clared that a much more vigorous 
; policy was needed and needed quickly. 
The imperative tone would have to be 

•infused into their policies. It would 
have to be “You have got to do so and 

iso." Just as soon as that determina­
tion appeared then every man. and 

, woman in Canada would be ready to 
fall into line, she said.

Frank Mobley.
Frank Mobley, the member for At- 

: lin, who adjourned the debate after Its 
opening by the member for Fort 
George, spoke first, and while heartily 
in accord with the Civil Service Act he 
regretted the somewhat dictatorial 
tone of the resolution presented by 
the delegation. He contended that it 
was the duty of both Provincial and 
Dominion Governments to get down to 
a policy that would at least tide the 
men over until the eventual national 
scheme could effectively take care of 
the situation. Cautious procedure was 
necessary, however.

Lieut Mackenzie.
Lieut Mackenzie spoke of the sol­

diers’ attitude in the trenches towards 
. present day politics. If the House 
thought that the returned soldier could 
be used for the playing of politics they 
would be badly mistaken. He quoted 
at length from the speech delivered 
by the late Premier on the Civil Ser­
vice Act and deprecated its Inoperation. 
The best way to convince the province 
and the soldier that the condltiop in­
tended to be killed by the Civil Ser­
vice Act was actually dead, said he, 
would be to bring It into force without 
delay. "There is a hidden hand hold­
ing it back, I say, and," quoting the 
inference from the late Premier's 
speech as contained in The Times re­
port thereof, “also holding back ‘the 
cherished wish' of the late Premier/*

J. If. Hawthornthwaite, who admired 
the bravery of the Premier but dis­
agreed with his position, and J. S. 
Cowper also contributed to the debate, 
which was adjourned by Chartes F. 
Nelson, the member for Slocan.
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UNIQUE MEASURE IS 1 
BEFORE LEGISLATURE

How a Roundkeeper May Do 
His Duty and 

Suffer

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 19.

How the trials and tribulations of a 
poundkeeper may reach the floor of 
the Legislature was explained by 
Premier Oliver at this afternoon's sit­
ting of the House. It appears that 

i one of these officials at an interior 
! city had impounded several noble 
steeds, to whom he had administered 

- the necessary sustenance for the cus­
tomary period required by law. He 
had advertised the fact of their de­
tention far and wide, telling of the 

j day on which the sale of the animals 
would take place. But instead of a 
mad rush of purchasers not a single 
bid did he get.

There is no protection for this 
poundkeeper and he has either to 
“lose" the animals, let them die a 
natural death, or feed them at his own 
expense. The bill now provides that 
under such circumstances lawful de­
struction may be permitted, since the 
stand is taken that if an animal 
fetches no sort of bid he has to all 
intents and purposes outlived his use­
fulness. Second reading was given 
to the bill.

Many Bills Dealt With.
The bill amending the Public School 

Act, providing for the consolidation of 
all classes of schools and setting 
forth the regulation as to cost of con­
struction of the single-room school- 
house, was read a second time.

Following an explanation from the 
Attorney-General relative to the need 
for amending the British Columbia 
Prohibition Act, particularly regarding 
the appointment and duties of the 
Prohibition Commissioner, the bill was 
given a second reading.

Mr. Harris pointed out to the House, 
by the way, that the amendments in 
question in no way altered the essen­
tials and principle of the measure upon 
which the people voted their approval. 
He mentioned this because both sides | 
had sought to move the Government ! 
from the path determined by the 
people and he had been particularly 
careful not to interfere with a measure j 
only a few months old.

War Relief Act
Second heading was given to the 

bill to amend the War Relief Act now 
including beyond all doubt the officer 
and th^ draftee in its provisions, also 
suspension of recovery of counter­
claim judgments until six months 
after the termination of the war.

The Act respecting the capacity of 
provincial corporations and the Wills 
Act were read a second time. The 
bill to amend the Game Act was re­
ported complete with amendments 
and the same remarks apply to the 
Labor Regulation Act and the British 
Columbia Loan Act. The Metalliferous 
Mines Act will be read a third time 
at the next sitting of the House.
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ÎEI
Spontaneous Eruptions Over 

Time-Worn Theme of Gov­
ernment Appointments

OPPOSITION LEADER GETS 

VERY LITTLE CONSOLATION

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 19.

The committee stage of the audit 
produced one of the liveliest few min­
utes which has so far marked this 
year’s session. After an interval of 
silence during which the House had 
been able to get through some of the 

g work before it the Leader of the Op- 
' position suddenly dropped his mantle

I of apparent indifference to all things 
around him and delivered stab after stab 

i go<*? Lfalth of the Minister of
h n"C,e'u,fflth Frank J- Sehl as the bui$. of his vitriolic onslaught. 
aJ.2er.l was nothing new in Mr. Bow- 
mltl theme; it was merely another 
method of dishing up the old argu- 

appointments to the 
Service. This time he asserted 

s,tTudled deliberation that the Hon. 
John Hart was taking care of men be- 
cause they had religious claims upon 
mm. Challenged for an instance the 
Opposition Leader alleged that Frank 
Sehl, although not a civil servant, had 
been appointed to a lucrative position 
for the sole reason that he belonged to 
the Minister's Church.

Cowardly Statements.
"Those are cowardly statements to 

make and there is nothing to ‘them," 
retorted Mr. Hart; "A man who makes 
such cowardly attacks is not fit to lead 
the Conservative Party.”

Mr. Bowser repeated his statement.
"The Leader of the Opposition has as 

little regard for the truth in this as 
in other statements he makes,” the 
Premier declared with emphasis.

Mr. Bowser proceeded with his now' 
well-memorized tirade in condemna­
tion of the appointments to the public 
service being made by minute-in- 
council.

The Premier remarked that he would 
like to know the authority for any 
such "fool statement” as that.

The appointment and payment of the 
Prohibition Commissioner was alleged 
by Mr. Bowser to be illegal, and he 
further asserted that there-was no au­
thority for any expenditures made un­
der the Prohibition Act.

Cheap and Schoolboyish.
The Attorney-General characterized 

the remarks of Mr. Bowser as cheap 
and schoolboyish, reminding him that 
he was in no position to pose as the 
schoolmaster of the Legislature. From 

I the Act bringing into force the Prohi­
bition Act Mr. Farris read the section 
which gives full and complete au­
thority for the payment of all expenses 
of administering the Act from the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, for the I 
year ending March 31, 1918.

That Reserve Deal.
“The honorable gentleman stated 

falsely in that as in so many things," 
continued the Attorney-General. "How 
much longer* are we to be .bound to 
endurance of his audacious state­
ments? He talks about illegal pay­
ments! Does he forget that he allow­
ed two friends of his, H. O. Alexander 
and Hamilton Read, to be paid $80,000 
illegally for putting over a deal on 
some Indians in Vancouver? He gave 
them $300,000 which had never been 
voted by the House, and which did not 
even appear in the estimates the next 
year. He told them to go over and 
make the best bargain they could with 
the Indians. These friends of his paid 
the Indians $220,000 and put $80,000 of 
the people’s money into their own 
pockets.

Brazen and Audacious.
"This man," concluded the Attorney- 

General, “who deliberately, brazenly 
and audaciously went about the per­
formance Of his public duties in that 
way, now comes here and because we 
appoint a man who carries out his 
duties efficiently and well dares to talk 
as he has done to-day. Well may we 
ask how much longer we are to endure 
this sort of thing/'

Mr. Bowser assured the House that 
the Province would get its money back 
from the Dominion after the arbitra­
tion was over.

“Does that justify your illegal act in 
the first place?" Mr. Farris asked, but 
got no reply.

Remains Mum.
To the question of the Minister of 

Finance, who asked if Alexander and 
Read, the latter a former law partner 
of the Leader of the Opposition, were 
going to return the $80,000 they had 

! pocketed, Mr. Bowser was equally 
mum. Mr. Hart also inquired if it was 
not true that Mr. Bowser's law firm 
were solicitors for the P. G. E. and for 
Foley, Welch and Stewart, who had got 
illegal over-payments amounting to 
some five millions of dollars from the 
Government of which the head of that 
legal firm was a prominent member.

This seemed to get under Mr. Bow­
ser’s skin, and he attempted to twist 
the Minister's words into a charge of 
over-payment to his firm, winding up 
with the somewhat lame excuse that 
his firm had only done a few petty 
things for their clients.

And without the legislative pile the 
sun shone brightly.

t
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FIVENEW BILLSIII WITH FEE IN FUTURE NO TEMPO ROLF 1ER
LEGISLATURE TO-DAY

Hopes of Closing To-night Go 
Aglimmering; Much Busi­

ness to Do

Legislative Press Gallery,
Morning Sitting, April 20.

Five new Bills made their appear­
ance in the Legislature just prior to 
the lunch hour to-day, and include 
Amendments to Civil Service Act; to 
the Provincial Elections Act; Weekly 
Half-Holiday Act; Banff-Windermere 
Road Act; and an Act requiring public 
officers to furnish security. All were 
given first reading, while the Supreme 
Court Act is to be reconsidered for 
more amendments by the Attorney - 
General.

What They Mean.
The appointment of an official now j 

in the civil service to administer the 
Civil Service Act of 1917 in addition ! 
to his present duties is forecasted in an 
amendment to the Act. The Premier's 
Bill provides that the salary of the 

; commissioner shall be fixed by Lieu- , 
tenant-Govemor-in-Council, and shall 1 
not exceed five thousand per year, 

i Under the Act as it stood the salary 
was set at a flat five thousand. The 
clause of the Act providing that the j 
Commissioner shall not hold any other j 
office is repealed by the amendment 
introduced to-day. No hint has yet ; 
been given as to when the LieuL-Gov- 
ernor-in-Council will bring the Civil 
Service Act into force. It is rumored 
that Comptroller General Mouat may 
be the new Commissioner doing that { 
work, as well as his present duties.

Half-Holiday Act
The Weekly Half-Holiday Act 

Amendment provides that half-holiday 
closing shall not apply for the week 
preceding Christmas Day. It also pro­
vides that the half-holiday shall not 
apply New Year's Day, Good Friday, 
Victoria Day, Dominion Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, the birthday 
of the sovereign or any proclaimed 
holiday falls. The arrangement con­
templated in connection with these 
public holidays is that the half-holiday 
which would fall nearest the date of 
the public holiday shall be waived, 
whether it be in the week before, week 
after or the week of the holiday.

Premier Oliver's Bill respecting the 
giving of security by public officers 
states that the Lieut -Govemor-In- 
Counell may provide that any or every 
public official may be called upon to 
provide security for the performance of 
trust. The Bill is to come into force 
when the Civil Service Act is made ef­
fective.

Soldiers' Votes.
The Oliver Bill amending Provincial 

Elections Act provides that any re­
turned soldier as defined under the Al­
lied Forces Exemption Act, shall be 
entitled up to within ten days of a 
polling, to have his name placed on the 
pister of voters for the district in 
which he was last resident prior to en­
listment. His application may be made 
to any electoral District Registrar. 
The difference between this Bill and 
the Bowser Bill which the Government 
rejected, is that the Opposition Leader 
proposed to permit soldiers to get on 
the list up to within three days of an 
election, and he made no restriction as 
to the district list they might enroll 
upon, permitting them to get on any 
list in the province.

For Absentees.
A resolution by A. Manson, of Omtn- 

eca, was adopted whereby three mem­
bers absent on active service will re- 
ceiyo s^sional indemnity of $1,600 
which they could not have received 
without such action. They are G. 
Hanes, North Vancouver; J. w Mc­
Intosh, Vancouver, and Capt. Hay­
ward, Cowichan. y

Mr. Pooley's Salary.
nAMlnt>iIaT re8oIutl°n as applying to 
K. H. Pooley, who is away ill was
Sîi0animmî, the Premicr and received 
Sr,‘St°uUr“ Pa,iSa,îe al lhe handa o* the

Bill Now Through; Scheme Was 
Utopian Idea, Says 

Mr. Jackson

Legislative Press Gallery.
Morning Sitting, April 20. 

Whether education furnished by 
British Columbia University should be 
free or not was the subject debated in 
the House this morning when the Op­
position Leader drew attention to a 
clause in the amendment to the Uni­
versity Act then Under consideration 
which repealed the section of the orig­
inal Act granting free tuition at the 
institution.

Up to Them.
Replying, Hon. Dr. McLean, Minister 

of Education, said that there was a 
difference of opinion in the University 
Board of Governors upon the subject,, 
and as a consequence the Government 
had decided to remove the clause call­
ing for free tuition in order that the 
Governors would have an opportunity 
of deciding the matter for themselves., 
While many American state colleges 
gave free education, most Canadian 
institutions charged a fee, he said. 
Speaking for himself he explained, he 
considered the university should be free 
provided that its endowment was suf­
ficient.

Not Hopeful.
It is not considered likely that the 

Government will be able to give the 
institution the special grant desired 
this year in order to provide for re-* 
moval to new buildings to be con­
structed on the Point Grey site. It 
was originally expected that the uni­
versity request would be granted, but 
other financial demands upon the pro­
vincial purse have been too heavy.

Mr. Bowser asked about this subpect 
this morning and was informed by the 
Minister of Education that the matter 
was still receiving consideration. The 
Minister's tone was far from hopeful, 
however. He informed the Opposition 
leader that the maintenance grant last 
year was $225.000 as compared with 
$220,000 for the' present year.

The special sum desired for the 
moving to Point Grey was about $200,- 
000.

Wild Utopian Idea.
M. B. Jackson, member for The Isl­

ands, urged that the Legislature take 
Into consideration the advisability of 
dropping the university scheme and 
adopting instead a project involving 
merely an agricultural college and a 
polytechnic institute. The university 
proposition was a wild utopian idea 
foisted upon a province which could ill 
afford the huge expense, he declared. 
British Columbia was not yet ready to 
undertake any such scheme.

The Bill which, in addition to repeal­
ing the section of the Act calling for 
free tuition, also changes the method 
of electing convocation officers, went 
through committee without change.

Mrs. Ralph Smith was in the chair.

GOT QUICK ACTION
Provincial Fisheries Commissioner 

Sloan Tables Correspondence Which 
“Killed” Dominion Order-in-Council.

Legislative Press Gallery.
Evening Sitting, April 19.

That an order of the House be grant­
ed for a return of copies of all corre­
spondence of the Fisheries Commis­
sioner or any official in his Depart­
ment in connection with the Domi. on 
Order in Council whereby Cowichan 
Bay was opened to net fishing, was a 
resolution moved to-night by H. C. 
Hall, the junior member for Victoria 
and passed by the House.

The Hon. William Sloan, Fisheries 
Commissioner, was glad to do the 
needful and to inform the House that 
representations made by himself and 
legged up by the Federal member for 
Nanaimo, J. C. McIntosh, had resulted 
in the repeal .of the Order-In-Council 
end the cancellation of the net fishing 
license issued to the Beacon Fishery 
Company.

It is understood that the Minister of 
Mines, in his new capacity, handled 
the matter without gloves, and was 
quickly successful in proving hie case 
to the absolute satisfaction of the Fed­
eral Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
the Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, with the re­
sult set out above.

FOR THE MINISTERS
Mr, Hawlhornthwaite's Early 

Morning Excursion to the 
Dark Ages

Legislative Press Gallery,
Midnight Sitting. April 20.

In order to get the Vancouver 
Charter Amendment Bill and a number 
of other measures into the committee 
stage the Legislature sat until three 
o’clock this morning. And no sooner 
had the Vancouver Bril reached the 
desired spot when contention in large 
capitals loomed up to the accompani­
ment of a general oratorical beanoi J. 
H. Hawthornthwaite, the member for 
Newcastle, took the stellar role at the 
point where sub-section three of sec- i 
tiori one desires to disqualify persons 
in holy orders and ministers to sit as 
mayor or alderman.

The Dark Ages.
With the door of his vocabulary 

wide open the Labor member voiced 
his approval with a strange insistence 
and he felt that even his eloquence was 
scarcely sufficient to drive home so 
vital a point. No temporal powers, 
he said, should be given to men of "the 
cloth." In support of his contention 
Mr. Hawthornthwaite proceeded to 
drop back into the dark ages when 
church and state were more closely 
associated, relying upon the historical 
reference to act as a signpost for the 
immediate wisdom of withholding tem­
poral authority from the church. This 
was not enough, however; he pictured 
the days of the rack, of the thumb­
screw, yes, and the faggot, too. Thus 
aided by the hour of the day and the 
eeriness of the stake burning atmos­
phere, the member for Newcastle voiced 
his support for the clause in question 
and shivered at the thought of the 
dangers that would follow its rejection.

Advocates Freedom.
Nothing daunted, the lady member 

for Vancouver, entered the debate as 
an advocate of perfect freedom in this 
particular connection. Any good citi­
zen, she said, regardless of creed or 
calling, should be at liberty to shoulder 
the cares of Government no matter 
whether municipal or parliamentary. 
G. G. McGeer, the member for Rich­
mond, viewed the question from an­
other angle and thought it the part of 
wisdom to permit the gentlemen of 
"the cloth" to take a round in the 
political life of the community so as 
to obtain first hand appreciation of 
‘.heir own disqualifications—or other-

Joke on House.
The argument would have gone on 

until breakfast time had not a mem­
ber of the "supine" majority suggested 
an adjournment, which followed as the 
hands of the clock pointed to three. 
The joke, however, is upon the Legis- 
ature, for the clause which occasioned 
:he torture chamber parade is itself 
thirty years ancient and was only in­
cluded in the Vancouver Bill by a reg­
ulation which compels the city to print 
the entire section after a certain num­
ber of the amendments are made to the

The Bill affecting the Vancouver 
Charter will be taken up again at the 
second session this morning or during
the afternoon.

A
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WILL GOTO OTTAWA
Pauline Amendment Achieves 

Immediate Object Desired 
by Returned Men

ROSS HAD NO CLAIM TO 

POWER OF CLAIRVOYANT

Legislative Press Gallery,
Evening Sitting, April 19.

As his brief part in the debate on 
the subject of the resolutions present- j 
ed to the Premier by the returned sol­
diers more than a week ago, the Hon. 
T. D. Pattullo, Minister of Lands, con­
fined his remarks to an exposition of 
the proof that the Government was 
doing everything’ in its power to see 
that the men wearing the familiar but­
ton were getting fair treatment as far 
as civil service appointments were con­
cerned.

The Order Paper contained the Jack- 
son amendment and a resolution from 
F. A. Pauline, member for Saanich. 
The member for the Islands willingly 
withdrew his amendment and in view 
of the fact that Mr. Ross held no par­
ticular qualification to read the minds 
of the Government’s members his res- i 
olution of regret preceding the veter- | 
ans' presentment was defeated. The j 
Pauline resolution, now the amend- ; 
ment, virtually adopted the soldiers' ' 
terms, excluding the Civil Service Act 
reference, and passed the House.

Doing Its Best.
For the benefit of the House and the 

people of the province generally the 
Minister of Lands stated that in 
July last the return supplied to him : 
by the Returned Soldiers’ Commission 
showed that no more than eight re­
turned men lacked employment. True, 
said he, the number had increased in 
the meantime for the simple reason 
that a great many more men were re­
turning week by week. To meet that 
situation, however, he said the Govern­
ment insisted that the returned man 
had preference in all cases where he 
possessed the ability to fill the vacant

Question of Qualification.
It had to be remembered, he con­

tinued, that an almost insuperable dif­
ficulty lay in the nature of the employ­
ment desired by soldiers whose quali­
fications therefor before the war were 
absolutely nil. To support this argu- 

■ ment he quoted from documents sup­
plied by the Commission giving a list 
of men showing their pre-war day pur­
suits and the changé of view m re­
flected by the class of work they de­
sired to follow now.

Twenty-two Out of Twenty-four*
Mr. Pattullo told the House aa évi­

dence of the goodwill towards the 
soldier shown by the Department of 
Lands, that out of twenty-four Va­
cancies for fire rangers for the coming 
summer, twenty-two had been filled by 
returned men. He Urged that treat­
ment of the subject in the nature of 
political Juggling be dropped for all 
time and that the House show a more 
appropriate spirit to a question that 
demanded the practical sympathy of 
every member of the Legislature.

Is No Enemy.
Charles F. Nelson objected to the 

Ross resolution, or at least that small 
two-line negative presentment, Which 
regretted the inability of the Govern­
ment to approve the resolutions of a 
gathering of the Great Wai* Veterans, 
Patriotic and other Associations. He 
chose to dub the member for Fort 
George as a mind reader with the pose 
not sitting at all comfortably upon him. 
As for the honorable member being 
able to speak for him, he was mis­
taken, because he (Mr. Nelson) could 
very readily subscribe to the senti­
ment of the soldiers’ resolution. He 
was speaking, of course, in reference 
to the alien question and went on to 
repudiate the Opposition charge that 
the Government was an enemy of the 

i returned solder.
Lagged Behind.

j Moving an amendment to the Ross 
| resolution, which he afterward with- 
ISJSjVyi the member for the Islands, M. 

Jackson, asserted that all members 
that House had had their convlc- 

and that the time had now ar- 
t, for them to show the courage of 
ie convictions. He, and he felt sure 
House also, was sick and tired of 
many attempts on the part of the

Opposition to prostitute so BUvreu a 
cause. The member for the Islands 
pointed to the regrettable lack of 
foresight on the part of this section 
of. the Dominion in failing to profit 
by the experience of other wars. 
France and England had risen to the 
dignity of the situation, he said, while 
British Columbia he had to confess 
had merely slunk behind her responsi­
bility. •

Flat, Flatulent Hypocrisy.
For three years, said he, the late 

Government had Jailed to rise to an 
appreciation of the fact that the day 
hostilities broke out Canada and Brit­
ish Columbia had a returned soldier 
problem on its hands. What would be 
the effect soon, he asked. Thousands 
of Maple Leaf soldiers would be re­
turning, the men who had smelled the 
smell of world freedom, and it was 
the duty of the Province to see that 
their welcome was of the right kind.
The flat, flatulent hypocrisy of the Op­
position would not meet the situation.
He believed that the Civil Service Act 
should be enforced. He was some­
what wearied, however, with the at- 
temnts to discover the line of demarca­
tion between Dominion and Provincial 
tespohslbillty. he Wanted to see the 
s*üie ettetfcy displayed In ân attempt to 
discover the line of combined effort,

Mr; Pauline's Amendment 
F. A. Pauline had the following 

amendtoeht to offer» which more or less 
adopts the soldier resolution In toto, 
eliminating the Civil Service clauses i 

"Whereas on the 10th day of April, 
1918, a representative meeting of citi­
zens, Including representatives from 
the Returned Soldiers, Wln-the-War 
League, and other kindred associations, 
presented the subjoined resolutions 
pertaining to Dominion matters to the 
Hon. John Oliver as Premier of this 
Province1

"And whereas this House Is In 
thorough sympathy with the spirit and 
purport of the aforesaid resolutions, 
but recognizes its limitations in respect 
of matters wholly within the purview 1 
of the Imperial and Dominion author!-

"Be it resolved, That a copy of these 
resolutions be forwarded forthwith to 
Right Hon. Sir Robert L. Borden, with 
the recommendation of this House that 
the matters therein set forth receive 
the careful consideration of the Fed­
eral Government, with- a view to the 
adjustment of the grievances set forth, 
»nd with a further view to harmonious : 
ànd concerted action throughout the 
Dominion of Canada, so as to secure 
the utmost committal of the Do­
minion to the prosecution of the war, 
both in respect of its man-power and 
the earnings of its citizens.

‘‘And be it further resolved, That 
this House places on record its sense 

I of appreciation of the courage and 
! valor with which Canadian soldiers 
have borne their share in the conflict 
and sacrifice entailed in the war, and 
its just sense of pride in the part 
which its soldiers have performed 
therein."And be it further resolved. That 
this House and the people of this 
Province pledge themselves, on their 
own behalf and In co-operation with 
the Dominion Government, to take all 
possible measures to secure the satis­
factory rehabilitation of our returned 
soldiers into civil life.

“And be it further resolved, That a 
copy of these resolutions he forwarded 
to the Hon. Sir Robert Borden, Pre­
mier of Canada."

Cut Out Politics.
He expressed the belief at thé out­

set that the Civil Service clause re­
ferred to should not be dealt with in 
the original resolution, since it was 
necessary to divorce the Dominion 
matter from that of the Province. He 
believed that every member of the 
House was in sympathy with the in­
tent of the resolution and that not 
only the Legislature, but the people of 
British Columbia generally, would con­
sider the right thing to do would be to 
send the resolutions to the Dominion 
Government as they were presented, 
making it clear that the Provincial 
Government was in accord with the 
spirit of the document. Above all he 
urged that the matter be kept free 
from political taint.

Lieut. Mackenzie also spoke In favor 
of the Ross resolution which Was de­
feated.

SOLDIERS' LANdW 
! READ SECOND TIME
General Approval for Premier's 

Measure; Mr, Ross Would 
Improve It

MR. OLIVER EXPECTS

MUCH FROM THE BILL

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 19.

That the Soldiers* Land Act Intro­
duced into the Legislature by the 
Premier a few days ago will be a 
popular measure would seem to be 
assured when judged by the remarks 
offered from both sides of the House 

I this afternoon as the bill passed its 
j second reading. Still clinging to the 
1 belief, however, that by the adoption 
of the Soldiers’ Homestead Act the 

| present Government could have saved
a good deal of time with beneficial 
effect, the member for Fort George is 
hopeful that by the time Committee 
stage has been negotiated the measure 
will at least be dressed In something 
like the garb of his own Act referred 
to.

Dual Responsibility.
Proceeding to outline the general 

provisions of the bill, to which refer­
ence in detail has already been made in 
these columns, the Premier said that 
just as enlistment of men was a na­
tional necessity there remained the 
like responsibility of caring for those ; 
who had returned and would continue I 
so to do. He made reference to the | 
Dominion Act creating the Soldiers’ ! 
Settlement Board and explained the 
intended operation of that body. He 
likewise related to the House the as­
surances of Provincial co-operation 
with the Dominion authorities in rela­
tion to the settlement of British Co­
lumbia soldiers on British Columbia 
lands, which had already been given 
some time ago.

Effective Co7operation.
The bill now before the Legislature 

in effect legalizes the extent of tang­
ible corelated effort as between the 
Provincial and Dominion authorities 
and effectively paves the way to at 
least a partial solution of the soldier 
settlement question. The Premier in­
formed the House that Major Ashton, 
one of the members of the Soldiers' 
Settlement Board, had conferred re­
cently both with himself and with the 
Land Settlement Board, the officer in 
question generally acting as a sort of , 
advance agent in search of informa­
tion regarding cohdilions in the vari- | 
ous western provinces for final pre- j 
sentation to the full Board in Ottawa.; 
While the Major was not in a position 
to commit the Board the Premier said 
he left the assurance that sympathetic 
co-operation could be relied upon, 
while all regulations made would con­
form as near as possible to actual 
needs as he now understood them in 
this province.

What It Meant.

.

The Premier told of the difficulties 
which had presented themselves dur­
ing recent months and how pressure of 
business had prevented a more prompt 
treatment of the question under re­
view. The many delegations of re­
turned soldiers which had waited upon 
him from time to time had invarl&blr 
regarded the whole situation as one 
purely for Provincial solution, with 
scarcely ever a mention of Federal ob­
ligation.

He could not agree with that position 
and he prophesied that on the basis of 
fifteen thousand out of fifty thousand 
soldiers said to be looking towards 
agricultural pursuits for a post bellum 
livelihood, no less than $260,000,000 in 
the shape of land and financial grants 
would be necessary to take care of all 
men both agriculturally and industri­
ally inclined alike. So that there would 
be no danger of British Columbia do­
ing too much for the returned soldier, 
he said. ,

Would Help Anyway.
Since conditions were only too well- , 

ktiown, the Premier said that be be- , 
lieved coupled with co-operation with 
the Dominion Government in the mat­
ter of placing Provincial lands at their 
disposal and Ottawa on Its part ap­
plying the $2,500 loan under the terms 
of the Federal Act in respect of sol­
diers settling in this province, the bill 
would at least take care of the situa­
tion between now and next session. 
By that time there would be a good 
deal of practical Information upon 
which to go.
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Removal of Government Print­
ing Department is Be­

ing Considered

' MINERAL EXHIBIT WOULD 

THEN GET PROPER SHOW
Many Reach Committee Stage 

and Quite a Number Pass 
Through

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 19.

Excellent progress with legislation 
marked this afternoon’s sitting of the 
House, many bills being advanced to 
the Committee stage and a number of 
others completing passage in readi­
ness for the Royal assent Acts to 
amend the Audit Act, the Water Act 
and the Supreme Court Act, together 
with Dr. Sutherland's Act in respect 
of the profession of nursing, which 
reached the report stage last night, 
were duly passed.

Agricultural Associations.
The Premier explained his bill to 

amena me Agricultural Act of 1915. 
dealing more particularly with Agri­
cultural Associations. Hitherto it has 
been the practise of such bodies to 

’obtain loans from the Government, 
with whom all their assets were lodged 
as security for the accommodation. 
The bill now seeks to obtain power 
for the Minister, with the approval of 
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Councll, 
to release certain of the assets in par­
ticular cases where bank accommoda­
tion is necessary for the carrying on 
of enterprises subsidiary to the as­
sociations.

Security Went
The custom heretofore followed un­

der such circumstances has been for 
the directors of the association to give 
their personal guarantee to the bank, 
but so soon as purchases—apple box 
materials and paraphernalia, for in­
stance—are made such “plant” or 
what not automatically forms part of 
the Government’s security, leaving the 
director high and dry.

Certain storage provisions for the 
Okanagan are also included in the 
bill, which is not mandatory but per­
missive.

The bill received second reading.

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting, April 19.

Just before the House rose for the 
supper interval this afternoon, M. A. 
Macdonald, the senior member for Van- 

I couver, moved the second reading of 
| the Bill to amend the Vancouver Cor- 
1 poration Act.

Upon the decision of the Legislature 
on this matter will depend the fate of 
the “jitney" traffic in the Terminal City. 
The measure in question contains a 
number of vital charter amendments, 
the most Interesting of which is the 
sanctioning of the city’s agreement to 
abide by the findings of Professor 
Adam Shortt, who investigated the 
economic conditions of the British Co­
lumbia Electric Railway Company, and 
issued a report thereon.

Prohibition of Jitney.
In short the report recommended the 

elimination of the jitney business for 
reasons fully set out therein, and more 
or less common knowledge to the peo- j 
pie of this city and Vancouver.

If the Legislature grants the power 
asked for, Vancouver City may, by by­
law, regulate or prohibit jitney traffic 
not alone within the city limits, but also 
prevent rural services from operating 
into and out of that city.

Legislative Press Gallery.
April 22.

While no definite decision may be 
expected for some time to come mat­
ters are assuming a more decided shape 
in relation to the removal of the Gov­
ernment printing plant to some suit­
able domicile at the rear of the Parlia­
ment Buildings. Just as soon as the 
plan materializes and the valuable 
plant commences its “trek" to a new 
home the Hon. William Sloan, Minister 
of Mines, will take up his bed and 
walk, so to speak. In other words, the 
somewhat obscure office now occupied 
by the head of this most important 
Government department would be 
promptly vacated, followed by the 
transplanting of the Minister of Mines 
and staff into the palatial premises 
now housing the printing plant.

Under a Bushel.
It has been felt for some time past 

that one of the most valuable exhibits 
in the possession of the Provincial Gov­
ernment has been languishing^ the 
shades of a back street as if it w'’™ 
some refuse heap. This collection 
British Columbia minerals should un­
doubtedly occupy a place of honor, 
either in the Legislative Pile itself, or 
at some point and in possession of 
some competent Government official 
where its merit could be displayed to 
the interested visitor and full informa­
tion regarding mineral development 
given on the spot and without any sort 
of red tape.

It is claimed that were the Minister 
and his staff, together with the exhibit 
itself, housed in the magnificent west 
wing of the buildings over the Bay, the 
almost apologetic attitude for the De­
partment's existence would rightfully 
give room for pride of its possession, 
to the benefit which the enhanced in­
terest in one of the province’s most 
valuable natural resources would In-

Under Consideration.
Readers of The Times will recall that 

a strong plea was made in this con­
nection by J. W. Weart, the member 
for South Vancouver, during his speech 
on the budget, the proposal at that 
time evoking general applause in the 
Legislature. The speaker hazarded 
the suggestion at that time, to the Pro­
vincial Secretary, under whose juris- 
iction the Printing Department comes, 
that he give it sympathetic considera­
tion. And although Dr. MacLean has 
nothing to say on the subject at the 
moment, it is generally conceded that 
the whole matter is having his atten­
tion with the possibility of an early 
recommendation to the other members 
of the Cabinet.

Rotary Club Interested.
It is understood that the members 

of the Rotary Club as well as the Board 
of Trade would welcome the change, 
since arguments have been advanced 
from time to time that the mineral 
wealth of British Columbia is by no 

! means advertised sufficiently, largely 
due, the members contend, to the vir- 

' tual burial of the official department 
and its treasure exhibit in an obscure 
section of the Parliament Buildings. 
Nearly twelve months ago the Rotary 
Club argued the advisability of remov­
ing the mineral exhibit to some point 
In the city Itself for the better display 
of its merit. But with the consumma­
tion of the new plan it is believed that 
the object the members had in view 
will be accomplished and the energetic 
organization will watch the next move 
with interest.

Objects to PoweFS Being Grant­
ed in Vancouver to Pro­

hibit Traffic

| Mr. Macdonald "briefly outlined the} 
purport of the measure. Mr. Haw- 

1 thornthwaite. member for Newcastle, I 
who inquire if in the so-called "gentle- I 
men’s agreement” between the com-1 
pany and city for the elimination of the 
jitney competition, the “jitney" people 
had been parties thereto. Mr. Macdon­
ald admitted such was not the case.

Pernicious and Iniquitous.
Mr. Hawthomthwaite declared the 

main object of the measure was to 
eliminate the small man; it was but 
another instance of the modem tend­
ency of the large corporation forcing 
the small one to the wall. He termed 
the Bill, in that respect, pernicious and 
iniquitous, and the proposal to be one 
of the worst things the House had ever

ills! iElii
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Deathbed Repentance.
W. R. Ross, the member for Fort 

i George, deprecated the action of the |
! Government in abrogating the pro- I 
! visions of the Soldiers’ Homestead Act, \ 
| because it took away some 1,800,000 
! acres of land from the choice of the 
j soldier and permitted them to remain 
'at the disposal of the general public. 
That situation insofar as the returned 
man was concerned was only partially 
relieved by the special provision in the 
Land Settlement and Development Act, 
the purchase obligations of which were 
not to the honorable member’s liking.

"If the Government had endorsed 
and adopted the principle of the Sol- j 
diers’ Homestead Act it would have | 
been two years ahead," said Mr, Ross, j 
"and avoided the deathbed repentance 
obvious in this-haphazard legislation, it 
would have been a great deal better." 
However, with that little winning way 
of his. he reminded the Speaker that 
there would be no purpose served in 
attempting to accentuate the difference 

•In policy between the two Govern- 
jments. forgetting that emphasis had 
been laid upon that distinction in Sep- 
temper, 1916.

The Real Answer.
The Minister of Lands caught up his 

predecessor in office on his claim for 
those thousands of acres with the sug­
gestion that it was quite right to leave 
those vast tracts to be disposed of 
under the provisions of the Land Act. 
hinting that much of it would at pres­
ent merely break a soldier’s heart. 
The new plan, on the other hand, had 
been to select such lands for the re­
turned man upon which he could rea­
sonably be expected to make a suc­
cess of his toll.

J. H. Hawthomthwaite congratulat­
ed the Premier on the bill but would 
have none of the dual control as be- 

! tween Provincial and Dominion

1
 authorities. He saw an endless mess 
and the whole machinery stuffed with 
red tape. The soldier should be given

B
d tape. The soldier should be given 
rown grant to his land and eXemptea

from taxation so long as he held it 
and worked it Every acre of agricul­
tural land should be withheld from 
sale and alienation until the returned 
man had had his choice. In other 
words, the Newcastle member advo­
cated much stronger and much more 
advanced methods than those so far 
evidenced by the Government in this 
connection.

Other Speakers.
Hugh Stewart, the member for 

Comox, was also a disciple of the no 
tax principle. Similarly, M. B. Jack- 
son, the member for the Islands, re­
garded the bill as a pledge of the Gov­
ernment’s sincerity in this matter. EL
D. Barrow, the member for Chilliwack, 
regretted the absence of Opposition 
co-operation in finding a solution to 
the problem generally. Lieut. Mac- 
Kenzie also took part in the debate 
which preceded the second reading.

HAWTHORNTHWAITE IS 
CHAMPION OF JITNEY

I HINES DEPARTMENT 
WILL SOON OCCUPY 

i BETTER QUARTERS
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Non, William Sloan's Measure 
Explained in an Optimistic 

Speech

PREDICTS BRIGHT FUTURE 

AHEAD FOR DEVELOPMENT

Says Province Will Share in 
Re-Construction to Un­

dreamed' of Extent

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Morning Sitting, April 22.

The Bill designed to provide the 
payment of a bounty on pig iron re­
ceived its second reading at this morn­
ing's sitting of the Legislature. The 
Hon. William Sloan, Minister of Mines 
and sponsor of the measure, delivered 
an excellent address in about as op­
timistic a vein as any Minister of the 
Crown could adopt and if the future | 
is at all kind to the honorable gentle­
man’s hopes the financial chaos which 
at the moment hangs over the province. 
like a pall should be short lived. The 
Leader of the Opposition shared the 
same hope as did the Minister of 
Mines although he felt it advisable to 
apply the optimistic brush with a lit­
tle less coloring, because Mr. Sloan 
had not done as he promised he would 
do with his 1917 legislation. Hopeful 
he would remain, however, because he | 
too realized and believed in the natural 
resources of the province—particularly ! 
its mineral wealth.

The Object: Action.
Describing it as one of the most im- ; 

portant questions now before the rep­
resentatives of the people of the prov­
ince the Minister pointed out at the 
commencement of his address that the 
primary object of the Bill was to ex- j 
tend encouragement to those who were ; 
willing to advance the capital neces­
sary to .bring about the economic de­
velopment of the iron resources of 
British Columbia. What had occupied 
considerable thought in his own mind 
had been continually impressed upon 
him during the last few months by 
numerous delegations from the various 
public bodies in the province, all of 
whom had concentrated upon the one 
theme of getting action during the ex­
istence of the unparalleled conditions 
of to-day.

Duty and Profit Allied.
Alluding to the insistent demand 

for munitions and the hundred and 
one things allie<) to war's necessity 
the Minister said that it had been 
brought home to British Columbians 
as a patriotic duty to the Empire as ' 
well as a duty devolving upon them­
selves, affecting as it did the imme­
diate and prospective outlook for the 
Province as a whole. There was then 
no disputing the necessity that the 
Iron lying dormant in British Colum­
bia should be brought to the surface, 
relUrai, and placed at the disposal of 
the Empire and her Allies for the 
successful prosecution of the war, and 
afterwards act as a great factor in the 
programme of re-construction which 
would follow as sure as morning fol­
lowed night. He was of the opinion i 
that British Columbia would share in : 
that reconstruction programme to a 
greater extent than any member of 
the House dreamed of at the present | 
time. Iron the Basis.

Not only was the Government alive | 
to the needs of the times, continued 1 
the Minister, but it was also rooted in 
the essential idea that the basis and 
foundation of all industry was to be 
found in iron and steel. It would be 
impossible, he said, for British Colum­
bia to reach industrial supremacy or 
to retain her commercial integrity 
unless her vast resources of iron ore 
deposits were developed along the 
only logical lines. He went on to 
quote the stand taken at the memor­
able Winnipeg Convention, when a 
«solution passed practically unani- 
nously supporting the development of 
ron and steel in British Columbia as 
l national enterprise. Three of the 
>resent members of the Union Cabi- 
iet had gone on record at that Con- 
/ention in support of the resolution, 
laid the Minister. However, it was 
lot to be supposed that the Govern­

ment was in a mood to sit and wait 
without exhibiting any signs of help­
ing forward the scheme in some prac­
tical manner. Therefore the Bill be­
fore the House was proof positive that 
British Columbia was alive and that 
the Provincial GcrWrnment appre­
ciated the extent of its responsibility 
in the same connection.

Texada Island Supply.
Mr. Sloan then went on to quote 

from the report of an eminent engi­
neer dealing with the probable extent 
of ore bodies in British Columbia. So 
far as Texada Islands alone were con­
cerned, he stated that the actual and 

.probable ore totalled over five million 
tons which would be sufficient—on the 
basis of a blast furnace requirement 

• of 200,000 tons of ore per year—to 
supply necessary requirements for 
some twenty-five years. Still quoting 

[from a mass of statistics, and to show 
that the development of British Col- 

(umbia ore was merely in its baby 
; stage, the Minister said that the ton- 
! nage owned by the United States 
(Steel Corporation was 900,000,000, and 
at the present rate of annual draft 
would last forty-three years; the 
Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company 
possessed 2,000,000,000, sufficient to last 
three thousand years at the present 
rate of absorption. He agreed that 
such figures emphasized the stage at 
which British Columbia stood; more­
over it also indicated the magnitude 
of the problem before the Province.

Future Bright.
Nothing daunted the Minister was 

convinced that when the full story of 
iron development in British Columbia 
came to be written that it would com­
pare more than favorably with the re­
sources of any of the numerous cor­
porations given in his statistical quo­
tation referred to. But to prove that 
contention it was patent that the ex­
penditure of a good deal of capital 
leavened with a plenitude of faith and 
courage would be necessary. So that 
in making a start it was just as essen­
tial that no false steps were taken and 
that no matter how small the com­
mencement so long as its basis wafc 
firm, its stability could be insured by 
the correct kind of legislation calcu­
lated to secure that gradual expansion 
as the mineral wealth of the. province 
was unfolded.

Effect on Labor.
To give some idea of the general ef­

fect the establishment of an iron and 
steel plant would have on the correlat­
ed enterprises, particularly from the 
point of view of employment, the Min­
ister showed that the average plant 
would absorb about 17,600 men. In ad­
dition to this eminently beneficial fac-T 
tor there was the question of market, 
and the Minister proceeded to allay 
any suspicion that the iron and steel 
of British Columbia would not find 
ready sale. He stated that the produc­
tion of pig iron in the United States 
increased from 6,000,000 tons in 1896 to 
over 37,000,000 tons in 1915. The total 
shipments of iron ore from the mines 
in the United States in 1915 was esti­
mated to have exceeded 66,000,000 
tons, an increase over 1914 of over 
thirty-eight per cent, and based on 
the same price as received in 1914, it 
represented an increase in total value 
of about $28,000,000.

Proper Co-operation.
Mr. Sloan quoted figures to show the 

remarkable progress that had been 
made through the adoption of a policy 
of encouragement by legislation and 
also by the application to the problem 
of the industry of intelligent energetic 
and courageous management. Gov­
ernment assistance would not make an 

I iron and steel industry such as 
British Columbia wanted, without the 
other elements to which he had re­
ferred. But it is most important that, 
when capital was ready to take up the 
task and able men with a thorough 
knowledge of what they were under­
taking, were prepared to enter into it, 
the Government adopt a policy that 
would guarantee reasonable aid, and 
perhaps even more important, would 
assure them of stable conditions, inso­
far as it is possible for a Government 
to do so.

Opposition Leader Hopeful.
The Leader of the Opposition was 

hopeful about the future and suggested 
that if all came true as prophesied by 
the Minister of Mines and the Bill 
under discussion could be regarded as 
a factor in the situation there would 
be much matter for congratulation. 
Mr. Bowser would not pose as an ex­
pert in such questions, but he express- j 
ed the hope that steps would be taken ; 
to ascertain the correct ore bodies so 
that the capitalist it was intended to i 
induce could be placed in possession of 
information upon which he could ab- 

! solutely rely. He fegretted that there 
j had not yet been much money spent 
l town: ds this end. With this in view he

isaid Mr. Sloan’s legislation of the past 
had not impressed him to any very ; 
great extent.

119 60
Paper Policies.

Mr. Bowser was not sure as to 
whether he should rechristen the Min­
ister of Mines as the Minister in 
charge of the Six Month's Hoist or 
Minister in charge of Paper Policies. 
While Mr. Bowser gave no hint that 
there would be the least objection to 
the passage of the Bill from that side 
cf the House, he did wish to emphas­
ize the fact that it was the "nil-record" 
of last year’s legislation directed to­
wards mineral development which pre­
vented him from falling all over him­
self at the sight of the Bounty Bill be­
fore the Legislature. However, if suc­
cess attended the application of the 
law in this connection there would be 
general support from the Province as 
a whole.

The Bill was read a second time and
committed.

Land Settlement.
The Bill to amend the Land Settle­

ment and Development Act was sim­
ilarly read a second time following a 
lengthy explanation from Alec. Man- 
son, the member for Omlneca, in which- 
he surveyed the land condition of the 
Province as they stood when the pre­
sent Government took office.

Opposition Leader Sees a Tax­
ation Situation Which 

Does Not Exist

CONCERNED ABOUT LATE 

PREMIER’S CANNERY TAX

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Saturday Afternoon Sittnng, April 20.-

Failure on the part of the Govern­
ment to collect any more than the four 
cents per case from canneries for the 
year 1917, except in two isolated cases, 
was interpreted by the Leader of the 
Opposition this afternoon as evidence 
that there had been an intention to 
place the industry in the privileged 
class. During the recent by-elections 
Mr. Bowser made the statement from 
the public platform inferring as much, 
while information now contained in a 
return supplied to him by the Minister 
of Finance, showing that in two cases 
only had the additional impost on divi­
dends from canneries been collected, 
had led him to the conclusion that his 
surmise was right

The late Premier’s interest in the 
cannery business had, presumably, 
stimulated the Opposition Leader's de­
sire during the by-election campaign 
to tack something on his record and 
on every oôcasion possible this argu­
ment was trotted out. Mr. Hart In­
formed the ex-Premier this afternoon 
that income tax on shareholders’ divi­
dends for the year 1917 would have to 
be paid, while by virtue of the fact that 
two so affected had paid their dues 
should suggest to the average mind 
that the obligation was far from non­
existent.

Warm Debate.
In moving the second reading of the 

Bill to amend the Taxation Act of last 
year the Minister took occasion to re­
fer to the Opposition Leader's public 
utterances in connection with cannery 
taxation and the debate which followed 
grew extremely warm at times. Mr. 
Hart said that the 1917 amendments 
taxed the cannera four cents per case 
plus income tax on the shareholders' 
dividends. The new measure was now 
designed to legalize collection of all 
the revenue from the source, enforcing 
either income tax or the four cents, 
whichever was the larger.

It was this statement of the Min­
ister's that prompted the inquiry from 
Mr. Bowser as to the amount collected 
over the four cents in 1917. Mr. Hart 
declared that the Leader of the Oppo­
sition knew the Government had not 
collected the income tax for last year, 
stating at the same time, however, 
that failure to collect was by no means 
synonymous with release from the ob­
ligation; and in this opinion the Min­
ister said he was backed by the Gov­
ernment's Legal Department.

Fifteen Dollars Paid.
Mr. Bowser ducked at this informa­

tion, and said that his simple question 
concerned itself not with what the can- 
ners must pay, but what they had paid.
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Tor the year 1917. Despite the met 
that the Opposition Leader had the in­
formation before him he proceeded to 
wring from the Minister of Finance the 
statement that only in two cases had 
the Government received revenue in 
respect of last year's legislation inso­
far as it applied to any amount in ex­
cess of the four cents per case. Thomas 
Shotbolt had paid $10 and a Mr. 
Spencer had contributed $5 as income 
tax on dividends received.

However, the morsel which tickled 
the palate of the Opposition Leader 
was the fact that the late Mr. Brewster 
had paid the four cents in lieu of all 
other taxes and nothing more. Con­
fined to this particular fact Mr. Bowser 
drew his consolation that pre-by-elec­
tion utterances had been borne out. 
Despite the statement of the Finance 
Minister the Leader of the Opposition 
went so far as to agree that he was of 
the opinion that had Mr. Brewster 
lived thère would have been no addi­
tional payment to the Treasury in re­
spect of his dividend obligation for 
1917. He contended, in support of this, 
that the Government could not legally 
collect income tax for last year under 
its legislation.

to Holds Out Hope.
The Minister explained the various 

changes in the sources of taxation as 
provided for in the Bill, and said parti­
cularly in regard to mining that the 
Government's investigation into this, 
as well as into other industrial com­
panies, was by no means complete. It 
would be continued through the year, 
and by the assembly of the essential 
data in the meantime, he hoped, woXild 
place the Government in a position by j 
next session to bring in recommenda- j 
tions of a satisfactory nature. He 
desired it also to be understood that 
the amendments to the Act now being 
proposed would be changes applicablej 
for 1917.

JITNEY IN BALANCE
Saturday Night's Debate in 

Legislature Favored Con­
tentious Clause

J

the so-called “gentlemen's agreement" 
between the city and the company on 
lines as recommended by the Sh->rtt re­
port. He held that the Government was 
virtually a party to the investigation 
which followed the strike of last sum­
mer. J. 8. Cowper supported the Haw- 
thornthwaite amendment and Alex. 
Fisher contended that any power grant­
ed should not permit of the elimination 
of the "outside" jitney traffic where 
there was no duplication of service.

Mr. Whiteside’s Verdict.
In a few words David Whiteside, the 

member for New Westminster, pre­
sented to the House a succinct analy­
sa of the situation as It appealed to 
him. He was not concerned as to 
whether thy stock of the company was 
watered or not, but he was mindful of 
the fact that the money of the English 
investor had found Its way into the 
enterprise. The loss of the company 
for operating, etc., last year amounted 
to $843,841, while the loss occasioned 
by "jitney’'’ competition had been esti­
mated at $760,000 for the same period. 
With that in mind, the New West­
minster member continued, the con­
tinuation of present conditions would 
finally land the company on the rocks, 
and presumably result in the necessity 
for the city to take it over.

It was patent, then, that if the com­
pany required protection for its inter­
ests in the manner sought, acquisition 
•jf the system by the city would merely 
imount to a transference of the same 
position. Mr. Whiteside contended that 
unless complete power to regulate and 
prohibit were granted by the passage 
of this section of the Bill, the object 
aimed at would not be achieved. Upon 
the success or failure of the company, 
he said, the credit of Vancouver and 
the province as a whole was very 
largely involved.

Wanted Question Put.
Georgy Bell, second member for Vic­

toria, could not see where the B. C. 
Electric entered into the matter; it was 
a question of whether or not Van­
couver should be given the authority 
to control its own affairs. H. C. Hall, 
junior city member, was on the point 
of making an observation when W. R. 
Ross moved that the question be put. 
The chairman of committee refused to 
put the question on the grounds that 
such a resolution could only be put 
when the Speaker or Deputy Speaker 
occupied the chair. Mr. Speaker sup­
ported the ruling and the member for 
Fort George appealed to the House, ar.d 
succeeded in getting the decision re­
versed. However, a motion that the 
committee should rise and report pro­
gress carried, and the House adjourn­
ed until Monday morning.

Crow’s Nest Dfstrict—throws 
Pass Coal Company, 175,378 tons; Cor­
bin Coal & Coke Company, 24,322 tons. 
Total, 199,700 tons.

Nicola Princeton District—Middles- 
boro Collieries, 30,071 tons; Fleming 
Coal Company. 4,152 tons; Princeton 
Collieries, 13,362 tons. Total, 47,585.

Three Mines Close.
It should be mentioned in regard to* 

the Vancouver Island output during the 
first quarter of the present year that 
three producing mines were closed 
down, namely, the Jingle Pot Mines, 
which has not been operated on ac­
count of a fire in the underground 
workings; the South Wellington Mine 
of the Pacific Coast Coal Mines, now 
abandoned through exhaustion; and 
the No. 4 Mine of the Canadian Col­
lieries, abandoned for the same reason.

Output Increased.
The Western Fuel Company pro­

duced 29,967 tons more in the first three 
months of 1918 than during the open­
ing quarter of last year. The Nanoose 
Collieries show an increase of 9,172 
tons, while the output of the Cana- j 
dian Collieries and the Pacific Coast I 
Coal Company has fallen off slightly. 
This, however, is expected to be more 1 
than offset by the opening of the two { 
new mines now being developed and 
equipped; one at South Wellington by ; 
the Canadian Collieries (Dunsmuir), i 
Limited, and the other at Cassidy’s 
Siding, V. I., by the Granby Consoll- | 
dated Mining. Smelting and Power i 
Company.

Crow’s Nest and Nicola.
In the Crow’s Nest district the 

Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company pro- ; 
duced 24,708 tons more in the first 
quarter of this year than in the first 
months of 1917, while the Corbin Coal 
and Coke Company also increased Its 
production to the extent of 8,716 tons.

The collieries of the Nicola Prince­
ton district show a similar improve­
ment The Middlesboro Collieries in­
creased their output to the extent of 
14.963 tons, although the Princeton 
Collieries went behind approximately 
3,000 tons.
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THAN IMITATE THE 
APPOSITION LEADER

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Saturday Evening Sitting, April 20. 

Had the Vancouver boat left Victoria 
one hour later than fifteen minutes to 
twelve this evening the spirited debate 
on the "jitney” clause of the Vancouver 
BUI might have been brought to a con­
clusion before the House rose. How­
ever, a number of the mainland mem­
bers secured a majority vote for the 
suggested adjournment, while a previ­
ous successful appeal from the Speak­
er's ruling, "that the question be now 
put," left the member for Fort George 
with a barren victory and the necessity 
to resume discussion on Monday.

Practically the whole of the time of 
the House this evening was taken up 
with this section of the Bill, the general 
intent of which is sufficiently well- 
known as to heed no detail recapitula­
tion here. In short the "jitney" clause 
is designed to grant to the City of 
Vancouver full power to regulate and 
jrohibit such motor traffic on any or 
ill of its streets, either going into or 
'caving the city.

Haw thorn th waite Amendment 
The member for Newcastle, with his 

characteristic ability to detect “extra­
ordinary powers" when vested In the 
“big corporation," submitted an amend­
ment to the House, which if 
passed would have the effect 
of weakening to a considerable 
sxtent the authority sought by the 
itty. His suggestion would give power 
:o the Council to regulate only the oper­
ation of motor vehicles on "certain" 
itreets, meaning that while it might be 
wise to eliminate "jitney" traffic on car 
’ine streets, it would be unjust and un­
fair to permit any wider powers.

M. A. Macdonald was not at all in 
iccord with the suggestion of Mr. 
Hawthomthwalte, and explained to the 
House that the amendment would 
by means meet the situation. After all. 
he said, it was no concern of the Leg­
islature as to the maner in which the 
City of Vancouver went about the regu­
lation of its own street traffic; all that 
vas being asked by Vancouver was that 
it be given the power to look after Its 
>wn affairs In the particular connection.

The “Gentlemen’s Agreement”
By way of further enlightenment Mr. 

Macdonald said that the Government 
had to all Intents and purposes ratified

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
SHOWS INCREASES

Vancouver Island Produced 
425,759 Tons in First 

Quarter of 1918

NEARLY 20.000 TONS

ADVANCE FOR PERIOD

Legislative Press Gallery.
April 22.

The Hon. William Sloan, Minister of 
Mines, stated to a representative of 
The Times this morning that the coal 
mines of Vancouver Island had yield­
ed 425,769 tons for the first three 
months of the present year, while the 
total output for the Province during 
the same period amounted to 678,044. 
tons. It is extremely satisfactory tO| 
note that the demand of the Domln-1 
ion authorities for more coal contin-’ 
uee to meet with good response from' 
the operators In British Columbia, 
Since the official return noted above 
shows an Increase over the same period 
of last year amounting to 19,813 tone.

District Production.
Coal production given by district is 

as follows: Vancouver Island, 426,769 
tons: Crow’s Nest Pass, 199,700 tons; 
Nicola Princeton, 47,686 tons. Produc­
tion according to the official returns 

, from the various companies is as fol­
lows: Vancouver Island, Western
Fuel Company, 198,467 tone; Canadian 
Collieries (Dunsmuir), Limited, 189,- 
660 tons; Pacific Coast Coal Mines, 25,- 
779 tons; Nanoose Collieries, 11,668 

426.756 tons.

Amendments to the Provincial 
Elections Act Provokes a 

Lively Interchange

I MR. BOWSER DESIRES

SOME ALTERATIONS

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting, April 22.

The Leader of the Opposition was 
prepared to support the second read­
ing of the amendment to the Provin­
cial Elections Act this afternoon, but 
he did not come to that conclusion 
until after a sharp little exchange of 
repartee with the Premier whose meas­
ure. substituting the Bowser BUI ob­
jected to by the Government, was un­
der discussion. The Opposition Leader 
said that he would live in hopes of 
getting some amendments put through 
during the Committee stage.

No Safeguards.
Mr. Bowser had proposed that any 

returned soldier could get on the vot­
ers’ list within five days of an election. 
The Premier’s measure sets the time 
period at ten days prior to an election 
and provides also that the soldier can 
only get on for the constituency irr 
which he lived prior to going overseas. 
Mr. Oliver also explained In support of 
the Bill that its provisions effectively 
removed the danger of improper voting 

"■at elections, and the failure to dis­
cover the same recommendations in 
Mr. Bowser's proposals the other day 
led to Its rejection and its substitu­
tion by the new Bill.

The Leader of the Opposition said 
he considered the Premier's statement 
the other day that the Bowser bill 
would open the way to frauds was a 
reflection on the bona tides of the sol­
diers. It was a gratuitous insult to the - 
returned men.

Vagaries^ of Speech.
[ "I did not say that the soldiers 
would commit the frauds, I said people 

! In the guise of returned soldiers," ex- 
- plained Hon. Mr. Oliver, 
j "But it could not be anyone else but 
i.a returned soldier for he would be th”

»
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man applying to get on the Hat," re­
plied Mr. Bowser.The Premier and the Opposition 
Leader waded out into a somewhat 
heated argument as to what Mr. Oli­
ver had said about frauds. Finally the 
Premier appealed to the chair. My 
friend is always appealing to the chair 
for help,” commented the Opposition 
Leader. "Why cannot he do as I do?
I do not think I have asked for a 

j Speaker’s ruling this session.”
Would Sooner Die.

“I would sooner go out and die than 
I do what he does,” answered Premier 
Oliver.

! Mr. Whiteside, of New Westminster, 
said he was willing to leave the door 
open as wide as possible for soldier 
voting, but there should be some safe­
guard against the possibility of fraud.

; For instance a thousand soldiers could 
come from Vancouver five days before 

. the election under the Bowser Bill and 
[get on the lists for the Victoria by- 
election, then they would switch back 
to Vancouver for an election there» 

Echoes.
"That is putting the returned sol­

dier in the same class as the Seattle 
plugger,” said Mr. Bowser. "If you 
think that in my Bill I am trying to 
fix it so that a soldier can get on any 
list without living in the riding I am 
willing to put in t ordinary thirty- 
day residence clause.” y

Mr. Hawthornthwaite objected to the 
Premier's bill on the ground that if 
would permit Chinese, Japanese and, 
Indian soldiers to vote.

IE 121 61

I Finance Minister's Bill Stood 
Test of Four Hours 

in Debate

Legislative Press Gallery,
Afternoon Sitting, April 22. 

Discussion of the amendments to the 
Taxation Act commenced with a swing 
this afteràoon, and practically every 
member on the floor of the House de­
livered himself of some remark or 
other in respect thereto. For fully two 
hours and a half the first eight clauses 
came .n for microscopic scrutiny, the 
eighth clause in particular claiming the 

. attention of the House until 6 o’clock,
I and was not finally disposed of until 

well after 10 o’clock in the evening 
sitting. The Bill finally made com­
plete passage of all its stages without 
amendments.

Improvements Exemption.
Clause eight deals with the exemp­

tion of improvements, and refers speci­
fically to farmers. It provides that 
improvements be exempted up to the 
value of fifteen hundred dollars and j 
the bone of contention with those who 
objected to this provision was that 
there should be no taxation of farm 
improvements at all. There was a 
general cry put up that in the face of 
the demand for increased foodstuffs 
the Government proceeded to add to 
the burden of the man who tilled the 
soil by this particular impost. An 
amendment by the member for South 
Okanagan virtually wiping away tax­
ation on improvements was defeated, 
Government members Jackson, Pauline . 
and Stewart voting in support of it.

"Tax Dodger."
During the discussion in the after- ; 

noon the Opposition Leader decried the 1 
necessity of sending a "tax-dodger” or 
person making false statement to jail- 
for six months in addition to the maxi­
mum penalty of $500 provided. The; 
present Government was accused of' 
putting the thumbscrews on the pub-1 
11c so far as taxation is concerned. Mr. 
BowSer dealt at length with the lack 
of necessity for any jail sentence in 
addition to the heavy fine provided for 
mis-statement to the tax collector. Hu 
thought financial imposition sufficient 
to cover the amount of taxes incurred 
in the default—and perhaps some in 
addition for punishment—would prove 
sufficient to deter such action from 
mer. driven, maybe, to such a course 
by stress of financial circumstance.

The Attorney-General Explains.
Defending the imprisonment provis­

ion, Attorney-General Farris gave the 
opinion that there is not much differ­
ence between the man making false tax 
statements and the man who perjures 
himself—yet the minimum for perjury 
conviction is a term of not less than 
two years in the penitentiary. The ' 

i clause passed, inclusive of the impri- 
\ sen ment section which, it was explnln- 

| ed, is not mandatory,, but merely dis- 
• [ervtionary with trial judges.

T(
For Lady McBride and Children 

and Orphans of Late 
Premier

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Afternoon Sitting, April 22. j 

The first business of this afternoon’s 
sitting of the House was the intro- , 
duction and first reading of a bill pro- j 
viding a special allowance of five 
thousand dollars for Lady McBride and 
her children with an equal sum for the 
minor children of the late Premier 
Brewster. The measure was intro­
duced by the Premier.

Second reading was given to the new • 
Half-Holiday Amendment Act, details ; 
of which were given in these columns 
on Saturday last. The amendment 
does away with half-holidays when the 
legal public holidays arrive.

Clerks’ Stand.
Mr. Bowser asked Attorney-General 

Farris if the clerks had approved of the 
bill and the Attorney-General ex­
plained that the clerks had been will- 

; ing to do without the half-holiday 
when there were public holidays, but 
this concession had been based upon 
the acceptance by the Government of 

1 other demands by the clerks them- 
: selves. These changes, he said, would 
! be considered before next session, al­
though the Government was not pre 
pared to accept them at present.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite considered the 
amendment cutting out the half-holi­
days when there were legal holidays in 
the same weeks a deliberate attempt 
to “do" the clerks out of at least six • 
half-days a year.

W. A. McKenzie, member for Simil- i 
kameen, asked to have the drug clerks j 
included within the scope of the Half- ! 
Holiday Act and J. S. Cowper, fifth : 
member for Vancouver, sought the ; 
same concession for the barbers. \ 

Bounty Bill Passes.
While the Iron Bounties Bill was in j 

committee this afternoon J. H. Haw- j 
thornthwaite, Labor member for New- i 
castle, took a characteristic rap at the • 
measure and the Government, declar- ; 
ing the bill to be iniquitous and de- ; 
ceiving. In the first place he thought 
$3 a ton as bounty on produced min­
erals in B. C. entirely too large a re­
ward for those whose enterprise put 
them in a position to tap the assets 
of the province in this regard.

He could see no available fund which 
would supply the means for bounty 
and thought the Government was 
wrong in passing such a bill - when 
those who would go into the enterprise 
had no assurance that the bounty 
would be paid. His argument, how­
ever, did not prevent the passage of 
the bill.

TWO LEADERS TAKE 
A PARTING TUMBLE

South Vancouver's Troubles 
Straightened Out by Legis­

lative Enactment

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 23.

The House was hardly awake this 
morning until the Leader of the Oppo­
sition let fly on the Bill designed to 
permit the Legislature to borrow the 
sum of one million dollars from the 
Dominion Government to take care of 
the financial situation In South Van­
couver. Mr. Bowser took as his text, 
the effrontery of the Government in 
virtually making a hobby of borrow­
ing millions. He also took occasion to 
refer to the fact that the Government 
had fallen into an extremely bad habit 
of rushing down Bills during the dy­
ing hours of the session, a charge that 
had been continually laid at his own 
door, he said.

Mr. Bowser supposed that the pre­
sent administration was intoxicated by 
its power and intoxicated by Its credit ■ 
which had made the personification of 1 
recklessness so easy of performance. 
He pictured his faithful little band 
crushed beneath "brute majority," and

i after he had dived into the iniquities 
of the present Government to full 
length, he pointed to the handwriting 

I on the wall and predicted an early 
crash as the inevitable result of ex- 

I hausting credit In riotous living.
Absolutely Necessary.

When the Premier rose to get In a 
last word he said he could agree with 
the Leader of the Opposition in hie 
objection to eleventh hour legislation. 
It was a bad practice and one which 
he trusted would be remediecT at next 
session. On this occasion Mr. Oliver 
explained that a good deal of it was 
absolutely necessary.

The Leader of the Government was 
somewhat caustic in his references to 
Mr. Bowser’s diatribes on the floor of 
the House and took up a reference to 
the South Vancouver Bill in which he 

, detected Mr. Bowser attempting to 
convert a white into a black. Mr. Oli­
ver said that it had not been his good 
fortune to have a University course to 
equip him with all the little niceties 
of speech possessed by the Opposition 
Leader, and in consequence he found 
it necessary to rely upon straight talk, 
which his friend opposite had deemed 
on various occasions ungentlemanly.

Both Bills affecting South Vancou­
ver were duly passed.

A Bill to amend the Benevolent So- | 
cieties Act was introduced at 12.20, 
and was shot through all its stages 
like a streak of greased lightning.

VANCOUVER TO BAVE 
PROHIBITORY POWER

City Council Will Now Be En­
abled to Regulate "Jit­

ney" Traffic

Legislative Press Gallery, 
Midnight Sitting, April 22.

It was two forty-five this morning 
before the Order Paper was in such a 
shape as to permit of prorogation by 
mid-day to-day. With the Vancouver 
Bill out of the way shortly after two, 
the clearing up stages went ahead with 
alacrity despite lateness of the hour.

The closing stages of the contentious 
clause in the Bill above referred to 
provided an opportunity for the mem­
ber for Newcastle to dilate upon his 
amendment requiring the limitation of 
power to be wrested in the City Council 
to the prohibition of jitney traffic on 
"certain" streets. Unless it were assent­
ed to by the House Mr. Hawthorn- 
thwaite declared that the Legislature 
was merely creating a monoply for the 
B. C. Electric.

J. S. Cowper, the fifth member for 
I Vancouver, submitted another amend­
ment and succeeded in persuading the 
labor member to withdraw his in its 
favor. The Cowper amendment called 
for permission to the jitneys to run on 
all parallel streets—In fact free rein 
where no railway existed. G. G. Mc- 
Geer’s description of this suggestion 
was that it would be merely adding to 
the misfortunes of the jitney men by 
allowing him to run a promiscuous sort 
of service paralleled by street car ser­

in the face of general opposition to 
the two amendments the member for 
Newcastle suggested that the City 
Council have power to define the pro­
hibited streets, an olive branch which 
made no difference to the final vote 
which left as negatives Messrs. Haw­
thornthwaite, Cowper and Willson. The 
remaining clauses were rapidly passed.

ONE O’CLOCK TO-DAY
Record Session for Bills and 

Night Sittings Now at 
an End

Legislative Press Gallery,
April 23.

The second session of the fourteenth 
Parliament of British Columbia was 
prorogued by His Honor Sir Frank 
Stillman Barnard at 1 o’clock to-day.

The- Legislature assembled on 
Thursday, February 7, and was im­
mediately adjourned to permit of the 
late Premier’s attendance at the Con­
ference of Provincial Premiers at Ot­
tawa, a journey which ended so dis­
astrously for <the province. From the • m
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I re-assembly of the House on February 
! 26, with the exception of thre* ^ays 
prior to the obsequies of the late Leader 
of the Government, the legislature has 
been continuously in session and for 
more than a week past holding three 
sittings a day, many of them running fnto fhe small hours of the morning. 
No less than one hundred and thirteen 
Bills have been presented to the House 
and received the Royal assent.

Civil Service Act
It will be noted from the prorogation 

sncech. of the Lieutenant-Governor 
that the more important measures now 
the law of the land are briefly reviewed 
with their purports Indicated. Signifi­
cant in the pronouncement of His 
Honor Is the reference to the early en­forcement of the Civil Service Act. upon 
which a good deal of criticism has
CeHi^Honor entered the Chamber ac­
companied by his Private Secretary, H. 
J. S. Muskett, and following his con­
sent to the major number of the Bills 
passed during the session, delivered the , 
speech which follows in full hereunder.

His Honor's Speech. 1
Mr Speaker and Gentlemen of the 

' Legislative Assembly,—
Almost immediately after summoning 

you together for the business of the 
session, the Legislature decided to ad- j 
lourn to permit the late Premier to j 
loumey to Ottawa to attend a con­
ference of the Provincial Premiers 
called by the Prime Minister of 
Canada. With profound sorrow my 
Government has had to record tnal on 
his return journey the Premier con­
tracted an attack of pneumonia, from 
which he succumbed on the first day 
of March. The estimable personal 
character and high political ideals of 
the late Premier merited and rece "ed 
the esteem and confidence of the people 
to an unusual degree, and his untimely, 
death called forth unlversàl expres­
sions of sorrow. A by-election to fill 
the seat in the Legislature made 
vacant by his death will be held in 
due course. _ , _

The death of the Leader of the Gov­
ernment made necessary the choice of 
a successor in the office of Premier. ;
I called upon one of the members of 
the late Government to accept the re­
sponsibility of choosing a Ministry, 
and am pleased to advise you that all 
the Ministers holdinfe portfolios in the 
office previous. Administration accept­
ed in the present Government.

New and Timely Measures. j 
It affords me much pleasure to ap­

prove the energy you have devoted to 
the work of the session and the care 
bestowed upon thq matters submitted 
for your deliberation. New and timelv 
measures, well calculated to meet 
present provincial exigencies, as well 
as numerous amendments to existing 
legislation» have received your ap- i 
proval.

An Act providing for the fullest ! 
measure of co-operation with the Do- ! 
minion Government in the serious task 
of settling upon the lands of the pro­
vince and assisting in establishing in 
productive industry those returned 
soldiers who may choose such vocation 
will simplify one of the grave prob­
lems with which my Government is 
confronted. The amendments to the 
Civil Service Act, with its early pro­
clamation, also will assist materially 
in re-establishing the returned soldiers 
in civil life.

Amendments to the Land Act per­
mitting settlement only in surveyed 
areas will conduce to closer settlement, 
with a corresponding beneficial result.

Amendments to the Water Act will 
render the irrigation of larger areas 
practicable, affording further expan­
sion of productive settlement in the 
Dry Belt

Railway Acquirement.
The Act vesting the ownership of 

the Pacific Great Eastern Railway in 
my Government places my Government 
in a position to consider the comple­
tion of this line of railway as a public 
enterprise or otherwise negotiate its 
completion and operation so as to pro­
vide the transportation facilities for 
which the railway was designed at the 
earliest date and on the most favorable 
terms practicable.

j A measure providing for a bounty on 
iron and steel ores produced in the» 
province affords means to facilitate 
the establishment of this important 
industry.

A measure respecting the cutting of 
spruce timber for aeroplane construe- l 
tion provides means for placing at the 
disposal of the Allies the vast timber 
resources of the province.

A Proportional Allotment Act will 
aid in the solution of difficult situa­
tions in relation to land held under 
agreement of sale.

The Seed Grain Act will result in 
greater agricultural production.

Taxation.
Amendments to the Taxation Act are 

designed to adjust the burden of the 
public debt and public service so as to 
bear more equitably upon the tax-

A measure providing for an eight- 
hour day in certain occupations will 
improve materially the condition»*

labor, while the amendments to the 
Coal ) Mines Regulations Act and the 
Labor Regulation Act are calculated to 
further advance these interests.

Amendments to the Workmen's Com- , 
pensation Act will prove beneficial to 
Government employees engaged in 

: hazardous occupations.
I An Act providing a minimum wage 
for women should inaugurate improv- 

1 ed conditions for those whom it is de­
signed to assist.

Provision for the relief of South 
Vancouver Municipality and the Acts 
securing the bonds of certain dyking 
districts will Afford appreciable relisf 
to these burdened districts.

The amendments to the School Act 
and the regulations framed there­
under will have a beneficial effect.

The War.
I thank you for the provision you 

have made for necessary expenditures 
in carrying on the public works and 
providing for the general needs of the 
province, and trust that the result of 
your deliberations may lead to the 
social and material welfare of the 
province.

Since the Legislature assembled the 
Allied nations have been subjected to 
a further sustained attack by the Cen­
tral Empires upon their Western 
front. I am pleased to note your ap­
preciation of the valor and heroism of 
our own soldiers and your expression 
of confidence that the honor and tra­
ditions of our Empire will be main­
tained.

In now taking leave of you let me 
assure you of my best wishes fot* your 
welfare, earnestly trusting that the re­
sult of your labors may prove con­
ducive to the best interests of the 
people of British Colunfbia.

WEDNESDAY, ADRIL 24, 1918

H0IUW.0EB.FME
IS ACTING-PREMIER

Will Also Act as Minister of 
Railways During Pre­

mier's Absence

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 

LIKELY TO BE E. D. BARROW

Contract Signed for Construc­
tion of Bridge on P, 6 ,E, 

Over Capilano River

A meeting of the Executive Council 
was held at the Legislature this morn­
ing, and remained in consultation until 
after half-past one o’clock.

Seen after the council had ended, 
j Hon. John Oliver stated that it had 
been arranged that during his absence 
in the East, which may, it is under­
stand, take between two weeks and a 
month, Hon. J. W. de B. Farris will 
occupy the positions of Acting-Premier 
and Minister of Railways.

Also question as to whether any 
definite arrangements had yet been 
come to with regard to the appoint­
ment of a new Minister of Agriculture 
to fill the portfolio at present addi­
tionally field by the Premier, Hon. 
John Oliver stated no appointment had 
yet been made, but that E. D. Barrow, 
of Chilliwack, was likely to be ap­
pointed.

Mr. Barrow is one of the most re­
spected farmers in the whole commun­
ity, and it is expected that the appoint­
ment, if made, will receive the unani­
mous endorsement of all the members 
of the Legislature. On several occa­
sions, during the recently closed Ses1 
sion, his name was mentioned as a 
suitable appointee, not only by mem­
bers of the Government, but also by 
Opposition members.

Contract Signed.
| It was stated by the Premier that 
; practically only routine business took 
place at the meeting of the executive 
this morning, but he added that he last 
night signed a contract for the con­
struction of a bridge across the Capi­
lano river at North Vancouver, on the 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway.

Several tenders were received, the 
contract being awarded to the lowest, 
which was Robertson and partners, of 
Vancouver. It is understood that the 
amount involved runs between $36,000 
and $50,000, and it is stated that the 
work will be commenced immediately.

By-Election.
i In view of the rumors which have

been going around the city with regaio

I
 to the possibility of the by-election 
here being deferred for a considerable 
period, Hon. John Oliver was asked 
whether he had anything to say on the 

I subject. All the Premier did have to 
say was that the matter had not yet 
been considered.

E. D. BARROW
of Chilliwack, who is likely to receive 
the appointment of Minister of 

Agriculture.

FOR EAST TO-NIGHT
Necessary to Be Present at 

C, N. P. R, Co, Arbitration 
Board, Tororfto, May 1

HON. JOHN OLIVER ALSO 

MUCH TO DO AT OTTAWA

Owing to the fact that the Board of 
Arbitration which has been sitting at 
Toronto to probe into the question of 
the value of capital shares of the 
Canadian Northern Pacific Railway 
Company, intended to be acquired by 
the Federal Government, fixed May 1 
as the date on which Premier Oliver 
should attend to present British Co­
lumbia's claim to have the undertak­
ings of the company in this province 
completed before any definite arrange­
ment is arrived at between the Domin­
ion Government and the company, Hon. 
John Oliver has found it necessary 
to leave for the East to-night.

But for his attendance at Toronto 
having been fixed for May 1 the Pre­
mier would have preferred j«0t to start 
for a further few days, but, In order to 
be present, as arranged, he has no al­
ternative, and will leave by to-night's 
boat en route to Toronto and Ottawa. 
He will not be accompanied by his 
private secretary.

C. N. R. Obligations.
Matters equally important call for 

the presence of the Premier at Ottawa, 
where he is to confer with the Domin­
ion Government on many matters ef 
moment to the province. That of the 
Canadian Northern Pacific Railway 
Company’s obligations here is one of 
them, and it is the intention of the 
Premier strongly to urge that provision 
be made for—at least—the completion 
of the southern part of the Vancouver 
Island line and the Victoria terminals, 
contracted for by the company—as 
well as the work on the mainland—to 
bring to a state of completion under 
its guarantee with the province.

P. G. E. Extension.
In regard to the extension of the 

P. G. E. into the Peace River country, 
the whole existing system of which is 
now possessed by the province, the 
Premier will urge the Dominion Gov­
ernment to grant assistance in the way 
of a subsidy to, at least, the amount of 
$12,000 a mile, and another matter 
which Hon. John Oliver proposes to 
discuss with the Federal Government 
is that of future co-operation between 
the Dominion and Provincial Govern­
ments in bringing about satisfactory 
conditions regarding the problem of 
the returned soldiers.

Johnson Street Bridge.
In regard to the Johnson Street bridge 

the Premier finds that the Provincial 
Government has donee all the work it 
can do at the present time, and is now 
practically at a standstill in regard to 
Improvements at the former Songhees 
Reserve. It is his intention to discuss 
the whole matter of the reserve, and
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its future, with the Dominion Govern­
ment, in order that it may be possible 
to come to some arrangement regardT 
ing the future connection between that 
area and the improvements to the 
Outer Wharf.

The Premier stated this morning 
that he hoped, on his visit to see his 
father, who lives near London, Ont., 
also his three sons, one of whom is at 
an aviation camp at Long Branch, an­
other with the C. A. M. C., Ottawa, and 
the third at a mine at Quyon, Quebec.

Left Scepe of Labors.
To-day there is a sudden exterior 

quietness . t the Parliament Buildings, 
where, for nearly two months had ex­
isted bustle, and the perigrinations of 
members to and from ministerial of­
fices. It warf not that tired M. P. P.’s 
were sleeping after a prolonged series 
of early-morning retirements to their 
respective virtuous couches. It was 
due not to M. P. P.’s sleeping, but 
M. P. P.'s having departed from the 
Beene of their recent labors.

Yesterday afternoon a considerable 
number left by the boat for Vancouver 
and other mainland points, and prac­
tically all the balance by the night 
boat, only a small handful—still being 
loath to leave the city—remaining here 
this morning. But, although the 
M. P. P.’s have left the Capital the 
executive still has a great deal to clear 
up in the way of work left over from 
the session. As regards the depart­
ments and their work, "they—like 
Tennyson's brook—"go on forever,” the 
only difference being that the session 
does not, by any means, lessen their

THE' SESSION.

A considerable amount of good work was done 
by the Legislature in the Session which came to an 
end yesterday. Some of the measures adopted 
were of unusual importance in their special appli­
cation to |bc exigencies of the times. Conspicuous 
among these was the legislation affecting the log­
ging of spruce for aeroplanes. In the light of what 
is happening in France and Flanders it is impos­
sible to conceive of any way in which the Govern­
ment of' this Province could have made a more 
effective contribution to the Allied arms. 
This action of the Provincial authorities may plav 
a very essential part ia determining the issue on
the battlefront.

The measures affecting the P.G.E., the granting 
of bounties for iron and steel production, co-opera­
tion between the Province and the Dominion for 
the settlement of returned soldiers on the land, 
taxation, the minimum wage for women and the 
Civil Service are all of first importance in their 
relation to the economic and social development of 
the Province. Whether the sequel to them will 
justify the promise, however, will depend upon the 
nature of their administration. An Act is good 
or bad according to its practical application. For 
instance, the Civil Service Act is an excellent 
measure as it stands, but whether it will continue 
to be so will depend upon the Commissioner who 
will have the administration of it.

The Government undoubtedly gained ground 
during the Session, and the Premier amply justi­
fied his selection by His Honor as successor to the 
lamented Mr. Brewster. To some extent, however, 
the Government owes its thanks to Mr. Bowser for 
its increase of prestige. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion exhibited a perfect genius for diverting atten­
tion to his own unsavory record, his recklessness 
in dealing with facts and his inability to realize 
that the public is no more impressed with petty 
hair-splitting and scolding in the place of sound 
criticism than it is in transparent attempts to play 
to this or that element of the community for poli­
tical purposes. Mr. Bowser never has been able 
to rid himself of the delusion that the electors 
turned him out in a fit of mental abstraction and 
felt like taking a lethal plunge when they discov­
ered what they had done. Mr. Bowser was dis­
missed because he had lost the public’s confidence; 
because he belonged to a type of politician which 
had outlived its day. Whatever may be the fail­
ings of the Premier—and he is quick to admit them 
—the public knows it can trust him to do what he 

. conceives to be right regardless of consequences. 
We have only to contrast the attitude of the two 
in office towards the P.G.fc., for an apt illustration 
of their respective conceptions of public duty.

THE LADY MEMBER.

The legislative Session was marked by the first 
appearance of the first woman legislator of British 
Columbia, and the political historian no doubt will 
devote a special chapter to that noteworthy fact. 
If any male member entertained the idea that the 
lady representative of Vancouver would be awed 
by her surroundings or dazed by the great white 
light which falls upon law-making bodies in gen­
eral he was soon disillusioned. Mrs. Smith meta­
phorically had lived next door to Parliaments and 
Legislatures for about twenty years ; parliamentar­
ians and legislators were open books in scare-head 
type to her. So she made herself thoroughly at 
home. She did not speak often; she knows too 
many budding tribunes who talked themselves in­
to political oblivion in their first two Sessions. She 
got her important minimum wage bill for women 
through but did not try to rush all her programme 
to the stage in the first act. More Sessions are to 
come, and we venture the prediction that we shall 
hear much more from the lone woman member of 
the House in 1919 and 1920. If the presence of a wo­
man in our Legislature can be considered an experi­
ment this one undoubtedly was a success. As such 
it probably will reassure those who regarded with 
horror the shattering of sacrosanct precedent and 
the desecration of those musty old “gods as they 

! used to be,’’ when she was elected.


