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',fHAT' S rfa.PP3NING IH T.d:RRACS •••. 

As a result of the Gay Connection Phone Line, we 
have now established contact with some thirty 
gays and lesbians in the Terrace area. An on­
going group is being formed as a result of 
this, who se purpose is to hold bi-monthly 
drop- ins and plan social event s for gays and 
lesbians in this area. Call the Gay Connection 
Line (638- 1632) for more information. 

Norther n Lesbians are planning a lesbian drop-in 
to begin early in February. 

TH8 OFJN DOOR • • • e 

We would like to thank the many women who 
contributed generously to this issue. Please 
continue submitting the poemsr articles, letters , 
cr i ti c isms . The Open Door is our voice as rural 
lesbians. Deadlineforsubmissions to the naxt 
issue is: 

February 1st, 1984 

A special thanks to the British Columbia Feder ation 
Of Wom en (B . C. F.~.) for their continued financial 
support. 

M.SRRY CERISTMAS , H.AFFY '.'/INT~R SOLSTIC.S AHD A GAY ld1.v YJiill! ! ! 
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LEST WE FORGET 

I N rL:.'M:EMBRANC2 

October 18th, 1983 Kelly Boyd 
passed away. She was a caring 
person who loved people, animals, 
art, and long talks HA! Oh 
musn't forget her BEiR! 

She cared deeply for her 
friends even though she was 
the type of person who built 
up a wall until someone 
Sf ecial tore it down. Thank 

:you Kelly for letting me 
be someone special. 

The memories of our moments 
together laughing in our own 
little world away from the 
trials and tribulations of 
others. I will never forget 
your unique laugh, so silent. 

I toast to the good days which 
were many and to the bad days 
which were so few. 

You are never forgotten from 
family and friends. You taught 
me so much goodness and I thank 
you! 

I Love You Always, 
you again someday. 

Love forever 
Your friend 
Heather Eoyce. 

will see 
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AGi 

What is age? Age to me is a 
number you recieve 3t birth, 
it also tells you how long 
you've been living. Does 
age made a difference in love? 
~o, it's the person you love 
not their age. 

As was said years ago, "Children 
should be seen but not heard." 
and "Old people are just useless." 
We are all human beings with all 
the same feelings. 

Age has its problems because 
many people mature faster or 
slower than their ages. The 
government says we can't 
love until the age of 
twenty-one (21). This is what 
we have to live bye When it 
comes to love , do you care? 
~nen you find oneday that you 
are able to make, the right 
decisions, or to have all 
the right feelings about 
someone, this is not age 
it's maturity. 

So remember in the future 
when you fall in love with 
someone younger or older. 
Does it make a difference? 

By Heather Boyce 
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provincial connection meeting 

Over 40 women met in Victoria 
on December 3rd to continue . 
developing the vision of a 
provincial lesbian organization 
which grew out of the Lesbian 
Conference in May/83. The 
purpose of the Frovincial 
Connection would be to break 
down the isolation of lesbians 
throughout the province, to 
network effectively, providing 
support for each other, and 
to develop materials which we 
can use in education and 
outreach. 

Wo~en came from northern 
Vancouver Island, Victoria, 
the lower Mainland, Vancnuver 
and Terrace to share 
information about our lives 
and work in our o.,.m communities 
and to strategize around how 
to build an effective 
organization. 

Perhaps th8 most axciting part 
of the day's work was the 
morning round where we shared 
our visions of the provincial 
connection, our work a~d 
lives since May. ~omen 
spoke of the bard places, 
the isolation which we 
experience. There was a strong 
feeling of support and a bond 
between us grew as the morning 
passed. 

A long discussion took place 
regarding the Solidarity 
struggle and Lesbians Against 
The Budget sought and received 
the endorsement of the 
Provincial Connection for their 
work. 

In the afternoon we broke up 
into workgroups: Safety & 
Support, Communications, 
Publicity/Outreach, Pamphlets, 
Fundraising and Grass Roots 
Organizing In Small 
Communities. 

The reports back from each 
workgroup contained many 
concrete projects which groups 
will begin to develop over the 
naxt few months. Some of th9m 
include: 

1. Support/Safetv: the develoD­
~ent of a teleph;ne tree with­
contacts in each communitv to 
mobilize lesbians wher. there 
is a need for fast, immediate 
action to support lesbians 
who are harrasssd or fi~ed from 
their jobs. 

2. }amnhlets: the croduction cf 
~~mr·n· 7~t- ai·mo ·l a~-cron•~ir l""(..."~ ... __ .:) ... l, - ~... V ... -;l_,.._1...,~_;_:_._.: 

audiences abcu~ lesbiani2~. 
ani leaflets directed at 
lesbians on legal ~ civil 
rights, rascl~i~g c:nfl~2t2 
with lo7er2, e~c. 

• • • 
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meeting • _ • 

3 •. Cut::·each, lublicity: develo:i:,­
ment of a project to get 
i1~formation into the scr1ools. 
The Lesbian Show will become 
available on tape to lesbians 
living in areas which cannot 
receive the Co-op Radio 
signal. Lesbian Information 
Line is willing to be c ome an 
information clearinghouse for 
events happening in communities 
throughout the province. 

4. Grass Roots Organizing: A 
lasbian connection newsletter 
will be developed available 
only to rne~bers of the 
lrovincial Connection, thus 
ensuring confidentiality~ 
~his would provide space for 
personal ads, pen :pals, 
information sharing and 
apfeals for support. 

5. Fundraising: The Vancouver 
~ance Collective is prepared 
to fundraise for the Provincial 
Connection beginning the 
S~ring of 1984. 

While outreach to particular 
grou-r;s of lesbians was 
discussed, one participant 
noted that in none of the 
discussions had outreach 
to lesbians of colour been 
raised. She noted that she 
was the only lesbian of 
colour in attendance and 
asked each participant to 
think about why that i~ so 
and for the Provincial 
Connection as a whole to 
ensure that the organization 
is accessible to lesbians of 
colour. 

For mor8 information about 
the Frovincial Connection 
and to become involved, 
write: 

Provincial Connection, 
P.O. Box 33755, Stn.J, 
Vancouver, BC V6J 4L6 



TO ~\. .LA.DY I N A PHOTOGRAPH 

As I sit here fabricating 
lies 

and undressing your eyes, 
your hair becomes 

a tan-golden waterfall, 
spring run-off 

rippling in burnished waves 
do\'m the length of 

fluted shoulders 
and into the pool of your lap; 

there, 16 rainbows compete 
in kaleidocopic wonder 
ith the tumult of your music 

you are altogether 
your mother's best 

Sylvia 

i, ' . " 

~'~, ... ~-\,,I;: . . 
-~l'~ .. \. ,, ._ -· , \ 

,;t 

Ah, nectar deep within that honey'd cup 
with opening ever ten der 

Responds so well ta love's own t ouc n 
as searching lips a nd t ongue d i; in 

Ah, am brosia of a ngels, Lo ve 's delight! 
I sip with tender care 

That honey'd: cup 
That's hidden there 
'neath curls of downy hair 

Oh, hidd9n jewel of ecstasy 
I give my all t o you 

Your f leasure is mine 
I kiss your s oul 
and t he~ you shal~ k i s s mine 

6 
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c.:;LLS 

Cell, brick, cement, bars, walls, hard, 
tv's, soaps, stories, tears, no visitors 
allowed, lawyers, liars, guards, big, 
touch guns, mean fingers, small bed, 
green cloth, disinfectant, toilet, sink, 
bars, no window, no door, no knob to turn, 
no air, no wind, cold, nightmares, screams, 
no tcuch, no touching. 

I want to touch som,3one. I want to hold 
that woman who cries every goddamn night. 

I ·:1A1TT TO TGUCH Svr.-UCl'lJ. 

- Mary Bennett 
from A Gathering Of Spirit 
(Sinister Jisdom) 

I want to live ~o be an outrageous old woman 
~ho is never accused of beinE an old ladv 
I want ~a-live to have ten t~ousand lov9~s in one love 
Gne 70 yaar long loving love. 

Thers are at least 2 of me . 
I want ~o get leaner and ~eaner 
2clor of the ~ar~h 
:1: I c:sccrporata frcm sheer joy. 

- . .:...ncnymcus 
:t· c c;r:i Cc t:!1 tr::·\vo:nan ~-i-; ::~ 7; n ~ 



SEX, CLASS & RACE INTERSECTIONS: 

Visions Of Women Of Color 

by Carol Lee Sanchez 
(Reprinted from A Gathering Gf Spirit, 
North American Indian Women 's Issue, 
Sinister Wisdom) 

11 As I understand it," said the American Indian (to or,:: 
oi" the luritan .Fathers), "you propose to civilize m8." 
11 Sxactly . 11 

"You want to get me out of the habit of idleness and 
teach me to work." 
"That is the idea." 
"And then lead me to simplify my methods and invent 
things to make my work lighter." 
"Yes." 
11 And after than I'll become ambitious to get rich so 
that I won't have to work at all." 
" Naturally." 
11 '.'!ell, what's the use of taking such a roundabout way 
of getting just where I started from? I don't have to 
work now." 

To identify Indian is to 
identify with an invisible 
or vanished people; it is to 
identify with a set of 
basic assumptions and beliefs 
held by all who ar3 not Indian 
about the indigenous peoples 
of the Americas . Zven among 
the Spanish-speaking Mestizos 
or mezclados, there is a 
strong preference to 
'disappear' their Indian 
blood, to disassociate from 
their Indian beginnings. To 
be Indian is to be considered 
'colorful', spiritual, 
conn3cted to the earth, 
sim plistic, and d isappointing 
1r net dressed in buc kskin 
and feathers; shocking if a 
ci~y- dwelle~ and even more 
shocking if an educator or 
o~h3r ~y~a ot professicnal . 
That's t he positive s1~e. 

(American Jokelore) 

On the negative side, to be 
Indian is to be thought of as 
primitive , alcoholic, ignorant 
(as in ' Dumb Indian'), better 
off dead (as in 'the only goad 
Indian is a dead Indian' or 
'I didn't know there was any 
of you folks still left'), 
unskilled, non-competitive , 
immoral, pagan or heathen, 
untrustworthy (as in 
'Indian-giver') and 
frightening. To be Indian is 
to be the primary model that 
is used to promo~e racism in 
thi:: ccuntry. 

~ow can t hat harren, you as k ? 
~ad press . Gne hundre d ~n a 
fifty years of the ~ost 
~cns;st~~tly ~ici c us ;ress 
1:n aginao.L~ . ..~ \A1s;2. r; ers, 
d im~ ncv3ls, textb ooks a nd 
fifty years of v~sual m2 i ia 
have ; a rtraya i ani cnntinue 

••• 
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to portray Indians as savage, 
blood-thirsty, immoral, 
inhuman people. Jhen there's 
a t ouch of social conscious­
ness attached, you will find 
the once 'blood-thirsty', 
'white-killer savage' 
portrayed as a pitiful drunk, 
a loser, an outcast or a 
mix-blood not welcomed by, or 
trusted by, either race. For 
fifty years, children in this 
country have been raised to 
kill Indians m0ntally, sub­
consciously through the visual 
media, until it is an auto­
matic reflex. That shocks 
you? Then I have made my 
pcint. 

Let me quote from Helen Hunt 
Jackson's book, A Centurv of 
Dishonor, from tne intro- . ­
ducticn written by Bishop 
ii.B. Jhipple of Minnesota, 
who charged that: 

"the American people have 
accepted as truth the 
teachings that the Indians 
were a degraded, brutal race 
cf savages, who it was the 
will of God should perish at 
the approach of ciVilization. 
If they de not say with our 
Furitan fathers that these 
are the Hittites who are to 
be driven out before the 
saints of the Lord, they do 
accept the teaching that 
manifest destiny will drive 
the !ndians from th2 earth. 
The inexorable has no tears 
or pity at the cries of 
anguish of the doomed race." 

=his race still struggl~s to 
S -'- ~ ·, ~ l ; if O r...,... i ·o e ·o~ · ... .,... ; ·o e 

u d.'; ~ - -:. • - ~ "7 - J ~I.,•.- I 

poc K3ts or in~~an peorie here 
and there. ~n2 miilicn two 
~1un~-~ ~ -~0 1•~-n~ -~c~~~ ,~r-" 
i.• ~ ~" • ..,. -:- ---: -: '-' '-• :A~ ::, • • ~ ~ ._ .!"' J.. ,_ '': l •..J 

ii~n:~~7 as in~~ans - raised 
~ni scci~:iz2d as In~ia~ - as 
0 ~ : b ~ ~0ao cens~s, y~: 
~n~b cy2 ~ni :nd~~ns is sti:i 
y:ay2~ every i~y j ~ ch~:1r~n 
s ~- c7e~ :~ ~~•c~ of ev~=~ 
c=~ ~d, colcr a~~ ~~~~ ona:i~y . 

~·/ell - it's hamless, isn't 
it? Just kids playing kill 
Indians. It's all history. 
B~t it's still happening 
every day, ani costumes are 
sold and the cheap western is 
still rolling out of Hollywood, 
the old shoot-'em-up westerns 
playing on afternoon kid 
shows, late night T.V. Would 
you allow your ch i l dren t o 
play Nazis and Jews? Elacks 
and hKKs? CornoletG with 
costume? Yes! -It is a 
horrifying thought, but in 
thinking about it you can see 
how easy it is to dismiss an 
entire race cf people as 
barbaric and savage, and how 
almost impossible it is, after 
this has been inculcated in 
you, to relate to an Indian or 
a group of Indians today. For 
example, how many famous 
Indians de you know offhand? 
Certainly th~ great warrior 
chiefs come to mind first, and 
of course the three most 
famous Indian ":Princesses" -
Focahantas, Sacajawea and La 
Malinche. Did you get ~ast 
ten? Can you ~ame at least 
five Indian women you know 
personally or have hear1 
about? That's just counting 
on one hand, folks. 

• • • 
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As Indians, we have endured . 
~a are still here. We have 
survived everything that 
Juropean "civilization" has 
i mposed on us. There are 
approximately 130 different 
Indian languages still spoken 
in North America of the some 
300 spoken at contact; 180 
different Tribes incorporated 
an d recognized by the 
~ederal Government of the. 
afproxi rr:ately 280 that once 
existed, with an additional 
15 to 25 unrecognized Tribes 
t hat are lumped together on 
a reservation with other 
Tribes. We still have Women's 
Societies and there are at 
least 30 active women-centred 
~other-Rite Cultures existing 
and practicing their everyday 
life in that manner, on this 
continent. 

Je have been displaced, 
relocated, removed, terminated 
educated, acculturated and in 
our hearts and minds we will 
always "go back to the 
blanket" as long as we are 
s~ill connected to our 
families, our Tribes and cur 
land. 

The In d ian '.'!av is a different 
way . It is au respectful way. 
The basic teachings in every 
~r ioe that exists today as a 
Tribe in the western hemi­
sphere are based on respect 
for all the things our Mother 
gave us. If we neglect ner or 
anger her, she will make cur 
li ves very difficult and we 
always kne w t hat we have a 
hardship on ourselves and 
on cur childre n . Je ar? 
raised t c be cau~i aus a~ d 
con cer~3d f or t he f utu r2 o~ 

~ ' . . . ' cur ~e op~a ana tna~ 1s :c~ 
~e r ais e our chil~ren -
·c a caus2 -: ~.!. -2 't.r a~~ 01;.r fut-:;.r g . 

Your "civilization 11 has ma d e 
all of us very sick a nd ha s 
made our mother earth sick an d 
out of balance. Your kind of 
thinking and education has 
brought the whole world to 
the brink of total disaster, 
whereas the thinking an d educ­
ation among my people forbids 
the practice of almost every­
thing Euro-Americans, in 
particular, value. 

Those of you who are socialist s 
and marxists have an i deology, 
but where in this country do 
you live communally on a 
common land base frcm 
generation to generation? 
Indians, who have a way of 
life instead of an ideology, 
do live on communal lands an d 
don't accumulate anything -
for the sake of accumulation. 

Radicals look at reservation 
Indians and get very upset 
about their poverty conditions. 
~ut poverty to us is not the 
same thing as poverty is to 
you. Our ~overty is that we 
can't be who wear➔• ~e 
can't hunt or fish er grow our 
food because our ba s ic 
resources and the right to use 
them in traditional ways ar8 
denied us. In order t o live 
well, we must be able t o 
provide for ourselves in such 
a way that we can co:1tinue 
living as we always ha ve. 
j e still don'~ believe i n 
being slaves to t he 
'domineering' cul ture sys t em . 
Consequently, we ar2 accuse d 
of many things base d on th ose 
standards and values tl'lat 
make no sense t c us . 

You want us tc act :~k 2 y cu , 
t o be like you so t h~ ~ we w1~ ~ 
be mo r e a c c~~ ta~l9 , ~cr2 
li kea bl~. lo u shculi ~ ~J ~o 
t d ~or~ l ike u~ r 2g3rjing 
com~una : co-~xi s:enc~; 
~ ~3 ; ec~ and car e f er ~ll 
li vi ng t hi~cs and ~e r : j J 

••• 
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earth, the waters and the 
atmos~here; respect for human 
dignity and the right to be 
who they are. 

During the 1930s, 40s and 50s, 
relocation programs caused 
many Indians to become lost in 
tha big cities of the United 
States and t~ere were many 
casualties from alcoholism, 
vagrancy and petty crime. 
Most Indians wer~/are jailed 
for assault and battery in 
barroom brawls because the 
spiritual and psychological 
violation of Indian peo~le 
trving to live in the 
do~inant (domine3ring) 
culture generally forces us 
to numb ourselves as 
frequently as possible. That 
is difficult, if not impossible 
fer you to understand. ·w-hi te 
science stuiies dead things and 
creates poisonous substances to 
kill and maim the creatures as 
well as the humans. You call 
that progress. Indians call 
it insanity. Our science 
studies living things; how 
they interact and how they 
maintain a balanced existence. 
Your science disregards - even 
denies - the spirit world: ours 
believes in it and remains 
connected to it . ~e fast, pray 
to our ance~tors, call on them 
when we dance and it rains - at 
Laguna, at Acoma, at tlopi -
still, today. J e fight among 
ourselves, we have border 
disputes, we struggle to exist 
in a modern context with our 
l:mds full of' timber, uranium, 
ccal , oil, gasoline, precious 
oetals 2nd semi- precious stones; 
full - because we are taught to 
take only what we need and not 
tacause ~ear~ too ignorant t o 
~now wha~ to do with a:l ~hese 
r2sJurces . i e are caug~t in 

c~r~c~at:cns and the ~o ~ar~ -
..,.,.::,n: _ llc ·u.·y, 0"1 ' '~.,...~.; ,.:;-,, !!- _ 
~ .. . ._.;.J..1 - _:.A,..__ .... __ ....... ~ 
-1"'-"C~""'"' t~,::i-~-;·--ou •v·,::;,-,- a,li .,.. " OS"' - ...,. .:::,v4._ _ l ! ·~.,/ .J • ._~ l .. --..- V'-• -

resources. 11 Indian s certainl v 
don't need them 11 - and your V 

people will do anything to ge t 
their hands on cur mi neral­
rich lands. They will 
legislate, stir up internal 
conflicts, cause inter-Tribal 
conflicts, dangle huge amounts 
of monies as compensation for 
perr,etual contracts and promise 
lifetime economic security. I f 
we object, or sue to protect 
our lands, t hese suits will be 
held in litigation for 15 to 20 
years with 11 white 11 interests 
benefiting in tho interim. 
Some of us give up and sell out 
but there ar9 many of us 
learning to hold out and many 
many more of us going back to 
the old ways of thinking, 
because we see that our 
ancestors were right and that 
the old ways were better ways. 
So, more Indians are going 
11 back to the blanket 11 , back 
to 11 Indian time", with lees 
stress, fewer dominant 
(domineering) culture activitie s 
and occupations. ~odern 
Indians are recreating Indian 
ways once again. All this 
leads to my vision as an 
Indian woman. I~ is my hope: 

1. that you - all you non­
Indians - study and laarn about 
our systams of thought and 
internal social and 
scientific ~ractices, leaving 
your Patriarchal Anthropology 
and History textbooks, 
academic training and 
methodologies at home er in 
the close~ on a dusty s hel~. 

••• 
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2. that your faculties, 
conference organizers, com~unity 
organizers stop giving lip 
service to including a 
"l:ative American" for this or 
that with the appended phrase: 
!I if we only knew one! 11 Go 
find one. There are hundr2ds 
of resource lists or Indian-
run agencies, hundreds of 
Indian women in organizations 
all over the country - active 
and available with valuable 
contributions to make . 

3. that you will strongly 
discourage or STOP the public­
ation of any and all articles 
about Indians written kl 
non - Indians, and publish work 
written oy Indians about our­
selves - whether you agree 
with us, approve of us or not . 

4. that you will stop 
colonizing us and reinter- · 
preting ourexperience . 

5. that you will listen to 
and learn from us . Je carFy 
ancient traditions that are 
thousands of vears old. We are 
modern and wear clothes like 
yours and handle all the 
trappings of your "civilization" 
as well as ours; maintain your 
christianity as well as our 
ancien~ religions, and we are 
still connected to our 
ancestors, and our land base . 
You are the foreigners as long 
as vou continue to believe in 
thevprogress that destroys 
our l'l oti:er. 

You are not taught to respect 
ou~ perfected cultures or our 
scientific achievements which 
have :ust recently oeen re­
ev~lua~ed by your social 
sc2..er.1tists and li::ieerned 
·w·cr1:'r1y 1' of r~espect . _.:._gain, 
la~ ~ ~ resta~e ~bat 150 years 
;'.;:- r ~ . ..: -=-,..pc:- ·,;i l l c 0 r~a''1 1 Y -- ...., _ .. ~ - ---..::. . -~ -~-, ..... -· :-"', 
~~ ~a:~ extre~J~J c1:~1cui~ 
~c~ ~os~ white ~ec:~e ~o 
2..CC-= t: '1: ": :1'2Se i 1 -cri!:litiV3 11 

ac~i~~a□ en~s wlthcui: 
~~~eiiat3ly a~~~rn~ting to 
ccnnac-: -=~e~ tc aliens :ro~ 

outer space, .Jgyptians, 
Vikings, Asians and whatever 
sophisticated "otherG" you 
have been educatea to 
acknowledge as those who 
showed the "New ·1'/orld" people:-; 
11 'rhe :lay". Interestingly, the 
only continents that were ever 
11 discovered 11 (historically) 
where people already lived are 
North antl South America. ~ho 
discovered _i;urope? :.-/ho 
discovered Africa? \'/ho 
d±scovered Asia? Trade route~ 
yes - continents, no. ~anifest 
Destiny will continue to reign 
us as long as we teach our 
children that Columbus 
"discovered 11 America • .:;ven 
this 11 fact" is untrue . He 
actually discovered an island 
in the Caribbean and failed 
to discover Cathay! 

~hen we consistently make 
ourselves aware of these 
"historical facts" that are 
presented by the Conqueror -
the ~hite Man - only then can 
all of us benefit from 
cultural traditions that are 
ten to thirty thousand years 
old. It is time for us to 
share the best of all our 
traditions and cultures, all 
over the world; and it is our 
duty and r~sponsibilitv aG 
the women of the worldMto 
make this positive contrib­
ution in any and every wa~" 
we can, or we will ultimate­
ly become losers , as the 
Native Hace of this hemi­
sphere lost so~e four 
hundred years ago. 

:::~~:=~~'~F~ ;-,1.~ :,c r·.: 
.~ r- - I' , ~ ,., 

.r • L, • ..t O ;{ 0 C l ..' 

:i.:::r.~rs-:, r<.· .. C· 1 c,c~ 

~ni :ccally, co~i~2 will 
':? ~-re.il .::::. Gl-= 3.t ~~:.c:;crJ 
~ ~:u~s, Ci.a~ing s co n in 
=?~:'5.~J. 
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11 For lesbians, the political 
si~nificance of our existence 

0 • ' . predominates over tne ~u:s~1on 
of individual sexual cno1ce . 
Although the place occupied 
bv lesbians today is smaller 
than the Amazon territory of 
the past, we remain wom3n 
independent of men, whose sole 
reason for being is not 
re;roduction and, lika the 
Amazons, we are strong and 
powerful in our love. We 
must now recover in ourselves 
the Amazon warrior and resume 
the battle." 

(from the video, text by 
Ariane :Brunet) 

The videotape 'Amazons then, 
L~sbians Now' is a descr i ption 
of the territory of the Amazons 
of antiauity as well as a 
culturai analysis of their 
impact on us and a politi~al 
consideration of present-aay 
lesbian r~alitv. iith the 
~artici~ation ;f more than 15 
lesbian;, we have chosen to 
address sig~ificant points of 
our evolu~ion from the 
beginning of our awareness to 
the political affirmation of 
our ~dentity as lesbians; 
that is, coming out, the 
question of roles, the 
history of lesbian bars in 
Montreal, the di~ferent choices 
we make in our ~elationships, 
the counla, monogamy, ncn­
mono~a~~, the relation between 
fe~i~i~m and our lesbianism 
anJ the importance of our . 
role in the Jomen's Movemen~, 
-h ~ ,-·-a~r i•:! ovement and lesbians, ..... "~ - u .J • • • ~ 

t ne r2cord of oppression an2 
Q~~c; ~i0 r~~rA~cion ~o which 
~~ ,_, - .J. - - ~... - .._: .,i - ,_ w; h ~ 79 been subjected, the 
fear~ w3 nav➔ abcu~ that 
z::.r, '..: ,,.,'t: 2. t s.cti <) n we can -cake. 

enable us to d ~ecuss our 
s i tuat i on, our probl ems, an u 
ocir specific asp irations amen@ 
ourselves. 

It i s available in :trench and 
i n Jnglish. (1 hr. 45 min.) 

For further infomation and 
rental requests: 

VI:J~O iu"!AZCNi~ 
c/o Ariane Brunet 
Eox 429 Succ. Station 

Victoria, 
Montreal, n3Z 2V8 
Quebec 
(514) 489-8392 

It's happened! 
Terracs has had it's first 
gay dance. 

Cn .:.:.;ecember 10 t h , twe11ty f i vi 
(25) met to :alebra~e our 
hornosex:uali t:;. 

~e dancsd, we laughed, ws 
tal ked, we tcaste ~ , we wG re, 
we :"ff3 ! ! 

Je w we J res□ cf ha ~ing a 
Val9n:ine s ~ay ~a nc e i f 
~cu wan~ ~ere ~ ~ ~ o ~~atio~ 
con:ac~ t~e ~ay ~cnnect~ cn 
Lin~ - 63a - 1362. 

-
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A POINT OF Vli. '.v 

by Sylvia 
(This column is written in 
jest, and anyone who takes 
it too seriously is a 
hummbugger) 

Dear Santa: 

I have been won dering for 
years whether you are 
straight or gay. After all, 
if the great God-person is 
dead, then who knows what 
might be going on under that 
great, white, chauvenistic 
beard of your's? 

I can't decide whether you 
are a gay guy all dolled up, 
a lesbian gone butch, a 
simple, eccentric transvestite , 

, or just a plain ding-a-ling. 
' ' In any case, you look straight 

, out of the closet. That may 
be as punny as I can get this 
year. 

Whichever way you fly, 
Santa, it is comforting to 
know that you over-eat like 
the rest of us, or otherwise 
over-indulge in beer on hotter 
days. It would be a shame if 
we were to pre-judge you on 
the basis of ycur sexual 
merits or demerits, and lost 
sight of your more outstanding 
qualities. ~ven if you do tr ip 
the light fantast i c now an d 
again. 

You' d be a real gas at a gay 
party. In fact, Santa, whet her 
you are straight er gay, you' d 
be the first person we would 
invite. Just don't forget t ha t 
Sally wants boxing gloves f e r 
Xmas an d Tom wants a Earbie 
doll. ~ut really, J anta, 
we'll take whatever we can 
get -- we just wan t ycu ~o 
be t~er9. Jus t don't l9ave 
an:r s oot 'tra~ k 3 c.lcn g t ·ne 
fl e er a s you de ~art up tte 
chi r:me::r i n ce"t we ,= n "~: i - ~c ' s ". 
J e'rs ~as~i1i ous , Q~n . 

14 
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Heterosexual Questionnaire 

1. What do you think caused your heterosexuality? 
2. When and how did you first decide you were a heterosexual? 
3. Is it possible your heterosexuality is just a phase you 

may grow out of? ~ 
4. Is it possible your heterosexuality stems from an neurotic 

fear of others of the same sex? 
5. If you've never slept with a person of the same sex, is it 

possible that all you need is a good Gay lover? 
6. To whom have you disclosed your heterosexual te!1dencies? 

How did thev raact? 
7. Why do you heterosexuals feel compelled to seduce others 

into your lifesyle? 
8. Why do you insist on flaunting your heterosexuality? Can't 

you just be what you are and keep it quiet? 
9.. '.i'/ould you want your children to be heterosexual, kn owing 

the problems they'd face? 
10. A disproportionate majority of child molesters are 

heterosexuals. Do you consider it safe to exrose your 
children to heterosexual teachers? 

11. 3ven with all the societal support marriage receives, the 
divorce rate is spiralling. Why are there so few stable 
relationships among heterosexuals? 

i 2. ·:lhy do heterosexuals place so much emphasis on sex? 
13. Considering the menace of overpopulation, how could the 

human race survive if everyone were heterosexual like ycu? 
14. Could you trust a heterosexual therapist to be objective? 

Don't you fear she/he might be inclined to influence you 
in the direction of his/her own leanings? 

15. How can you become a whole person if you limit _yourself 
to compulsive, exclusive heterosexuality, and fail to 
develop your natural, healthy homosexual potential? 

16. There seem to be very few happy heterosexuals. Techniques 
have been developed which enable you to change if you really 

want to. Eave you considered trying aversion therapy? 

- from PRC1JJ 
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FIGHT BACKI • 

Lesbians represent a threat to the structure of socie~:r. :--~!" 
this reason we a.re hated, teared and attacked. Bacause we do 
not live within the nuclear family, because we a.re net 
economically or emotionally tied to men, we occupy a very 
different and separate place in this sociaty - and like 
any group of people, wh.o a.re significant in numbers and 
who step outside of the rigid structure of this sociaty, 
we a.re a threat and face severe consequenc~s. 

It is the stereoty~es, cy-ths and fears of lesbians which 
make it possible for groups and individuals to get away 
with openly persecuting lesbians. Only if the attitudes of 
all people change towa:-ds lesbians will the violence 
against us be stopped. 

!.asbianism g a. positive choice. ','le must f i.::id ways to 
sup;ort each other in this choice and to fight against 
ha.rrassment and silenci.::ig ot our sisters. 

16 
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On July 7, 1983 barely two months 
ai't3r being elected on a platform 
of restraint, the Social Credit 
gcvernment of British 
Columbia brought down a pack-
age of twenty~seven (27) bil~s 
and ~ad~ massive cuts ~o social 
and health services in the 
province. July 8 life in B.C. 
cha nged. The bills reduced the 
rights of tenants, organized 
labour, the poor, women, tha 
aged, gays and lesbians. 
~lthough the bills had not been 
passed, the government began 
treating them as law. 
du~an Rights Commission and 
regional offices were 
dismantled. Staff were fired, 
then not fired, but told not 
to come to work. As people 
reg,lized what the governments 
budaet meant to the lives cf 

0 • 

.British Columbians, a massive 
µOlitical protest started. - -
Crganized labour and many 
community groups joined for~e~ 
to form the ~olidarity Coalition. 
c ·ceration Solidarity became th':? 
arm repr esenting labour, and the 
Solidarity Coalition became the 
u~brella organization including 
Operation Solidarity, individual 
trade unions, coalitions for 
hum~n rights , anti - poverty , 
environmental groups, women, the 
disabled , old-age pensioners, 
o-aJvs and. lesbi3.ns. C . 

Med ical Services Act that gave 
aovernment access to doctors 0 

and therapists confidential 
fil9s, or a residential tenancy 
act that allows a lan dlord to 
evict without reason, in some w 
cases with as little as ten g 
days notice. The effects of o 
this budget were made clear. d 

p 

Octa ber 19, twenty-four ( 24 · ) Tl 
lesbians decided to form cl 
lesbians against the Budget n 
to bring public attention to r 
the effects on lesbians of tha b 
budget and to ensure that lesbian c , 
concerns are recognized. T 

f 
The meeting identified th2 issues a 
of human rights, homophobia, 
tenancy, and jobs as immediate 
~riorities for lesbian action 
ind educational work. Initial 

a 

work will be to prepare leaflets 
on how lesbians are affected by 
the Sacred legislation and cuts 
to social services; to develop 
a speakers' bureau; to do pro­
vincial outreach, especially to 
Ies~ians in smaller ~OF.munities; 
and to plan a lesbian/gay picke t 
of the Human Hights Commission 
offices. 

C 
f 
t 
c:. 

G After four months of peaceful f 
political protest, the struggle- s 
moved to a labour front. ITov.1, 
the ~.c. Government employees 
went en strike for a contract 
that would give them some 
~revisions fer exemption f~cm 
J:' ·3 ( ... h , •11 t: ' ... Eills 2 and '.J ~e Cl.J._s Jna L-

s 

C, 

t 

~ffect ively crip~le organiz~d 
labour). Negotiations had os~~ 

+· . , • o ~·or"" ... r. e " going on _or a montn c~~ -- ~ - c 
walkout. Tha stri~e m~rked the u 
first of a series of escalating ~ 
strikes by Cperation Solidarity ~ 
to increase ;r3ssur➔ on th~ 0 
crovincial governm2nt ~0 d 
~ithdraw the offensive :~gis:~tic~ ~ 



closing cf th3 schools and the 
mobilizing cf hundreds of people 
for picketing ~hrough the 
coalitions, confused the issue 
anJ it was not clear what was on 
th9 table, if in fact negotiations 
would hapfen at all, and what th3 
government would do in thJ face ;f increasing dissent and chaos 
day by day. On Nov. 10 more 
public employees went off the job. 
The week of Nov. 8 - 13, Solidarity 
~nd strike were the topic at every 
newscast, street corner, waiting 
room anJ of:'i ce. his information, 
biased reporting and excitement 
characterize1 most conversations. 
Then on ~ov. 13, the eve of the 
fourth stage of escalation, O~er­
ation Solidarity steering committee 
struck a deal with the government. 
Not in writing, Dot en T.V. but in 
a urivate conversation between a 
re~resentitive of Operation 
soiidarity and Premier Dill ~ennett. 
Most community groups were dismayed, 
oueration Sell-out buttons sprouted 
f;rth, and the coalition c~lled ?n 
the union leaders to explain_ their 
actions. Lack of communication 
,.__,,.+,.1.~""n Oneration Solidarity and the 
S~lid;~ity Coalition was evide~t. 
~ ~ wQderation of Labour president 
~;~·v~~e ex~lained the actions by 
_;._ V ... u l:' 1 . l 
G:eration Solidarity and ape ogizeu 
for the lack of communication and 
Solidarity is once again gathering 
s1:~ength . 

Committees worKing on these issues 
within the ooali t ion are ready to 

. h t · ~ "'.L· hQ . .,,+·fo0 t meet w1 t. ne governmen "• - ·- -'- - - · 
of these meetings on ~h3 lagisla ~ion 
and on the reinstatin~ social 

' - • V .J:' l,. c will be seen over tne next ~ew wea hc . 

There are many different forces of 
the Solidarity Coalition steering 
committees. Many community reps 
felt that an all out General strike 
was the only tactic to fcrce the 
Eennett government to re-examine 
the ocoressive legislation. .. • h ....... Conservatives on t e comm1~~ee 
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were fearful of the community 
hardshio and extrernisrn that a 
strike ~epresented for them. ~ith­
out a cleir negotiation process 
established before the job a6ticns 
began, the coalition lagged behind 
th1 actions of the nrovincial 
government and Lper~tion Solidarity. 
Although bennett has said he is open 
to consultation process, the 
gavernernnt has sabotaged two meeting s 
so far and one minister wouldn't 
meet with Solidarity unless it was 
behind picket lines during the 
strike. Both community ?"oups and 
many trade union members are 
concerned a i out the lost momentum 
due to a premature settlement because 
tbe community did not have its conce rn s 
presented with the weight of job 
action pressure. ~egardless 
of this loss, the struggle continues, 
education continues, anger and 
outrage continues against a 
fascist-minded government. 
Lesbians Against the Budget is meetin g 
regularly and represen~s a v~ry 
diverse goup working on the single is su~ 
of defeating this re~ressive budget. 
The ~ay and Lesbi a n Caucus mee~s 
regularly to co-ordinate support 

.and actions on issues common to 
gays and lesbians •. Letters ~o 
2u1=,port :.ind funds to helr, . 
lesbians and gays in ~his ~ight 
can be san-i: -c o L-a ~:;bidns _ .... _15~i n::~t 
~~e budge~ er to Gay and :esbian 
'"'"' " u ~ -c / ~ ~,., " 1· -i ~ r ' ~-, 0 n .. , ~ ~ + 1· o ·" v, ..... t.A.C u .., \.,,. ~ ...... ..1. _.,__ .l. v,;, ._. ---"---- v -~ 

Cffice 686 ~. ~rc~d way, 7 ancc u ?sr, 
~.C. V52 IC- l 
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notes ... 
Gavs Organize in the 
ySSH, 

Concrete plans have been laid 
to set up a gay support group 
in Leningrad, USSR. This 
group faces a legal battle wi~h 
the Soviet government concerning 
a law that has basically been 
unchallenged since its creation 
in the mid-1900s. Ac cording 
to the group's organizers, the 
biggest problem faced presently 
is a feeling of pessimism and 
apathy in the face of govern­
mental disapproval. As long as 
anti-gay legislation remains in 
force, other vital aspects of 
~av lifestyles and liberation in 
C ~ . 

the Soviet Union remain 
virtually out of reach for the 

.. gay population. 

October, 1983 marked the first 
concrete action beginning with 
an informational campaign on 
various aspects of gay/lesbian 
identity, then moving into 
seminars in November for 
lesbians/gays in several major 
Soviet cities. Moscow and Kiev 
are included in th1 list of 
cities scheduled for seminars. 

Gatnering informati011 for use 
in the movement has been 
seriouslv hindered by laws and 
~overnme;t control of publications. 
V:sitors to the Soviet Union may 
have gay-related litera~ure 
confiscated and publishing this 
material inside t~e country is 
vir~ually impossible. Lack of 
gav literature has successfully 
~e~t the growth of a full gay 
culture in the USSR at an 
ex~re□ 2 minim~m. 

Oklahoma- The National Gay Task 
Force is seeking a repeal of the 
1978 Oklahoma Law that prohibits 
school teachers from advocating 
'public homosexual conduct'. The 
law is being challenged as 
unconstitutional as a violation of 
the First Amendment protecting freed( 
of speech and the right to privacy. 

~ashington - Tw~ juveniles wer~ ~ounc 
guilty oi" secona d3gree assaul l, in tt 
bea~ing of a Seattle gay man on Get.· 
Thom Mallett was accosted and b~aten 
by a gang of six juveniles whil~ 
walking through the Broadway Play­
ground. Four of the assailants 
escaped police apprehension. 

Oregon-Lane County Commissio~ cf 
(~uaeneJ Uregon nas passea an 
action to bar discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation in count. 
housing and jobs. 

In 1982 a gay school teacher won a 
10,000 judgement against former 
California Senator John nriggs 
and California's Defend Our 
Children , proponents of a widely 
fUblicized initiative dir9cted 
against gay te~cners: S2cor,d_ 
grade teacher ~arry ~erner naQ 
been referred to by the group as 
an example of a gay man who 
shouldn't be allow2d ~o ~each. 
He had sued for libel, slander 
and invasion of privacy. 



••• 
V.:,.n,...nuver Gav Communi tv C::rntre 
and Gays and Lasbians of Ube 
are organizing a Gay And 

► Lesbian Conference to be held 
at UBC in Vancouver on thd 
weekend of February 11th, 
1984. 

There is a special need at 
this time in E.G. for lesbians 
and gays to meet and discuss 
issues of concern to us, 
given the stru.g,gle for civil 
rights we are in the midst 
of, following the July 7th 
legislation. 

It is hoped that the 
conference will bring people 
together to build contacts, 
develop goals and strategies 
to effectively reach them. 

Fer more information, contact 
the Vancouver Gay Community 
Centre, Box 2259, MPO, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3W2 

L~SBI A.i:·1 LI-;F .. 1\.RY 

The Rural Lesbian Association 
is in the process of setting 
u; a library of lesbian liter­
ature, which will be available 
by mail to lesbians across the 
province. 

1 i t les include non-fiction, 
f:cti on, biography an d auto­
biogra~hy. Most of the books 
ha ve now been catalogued and 
a bco klist will be developed 
and sent out to lesbians who 
wish to borrow books. 

~ ~ro ~~~r ~~ ~ ~ i ~ n , .. ,r_1't? t o • .., - . i I . ~._ :I ..,.. .J T > .. p 'f • ~--: 

~ur~ ~ ~as sian Ass cc1at1on, 
~ox 1242 , 7~rn on , ~. c . 
6:i c- or ii' yc-u 2.r2 i n 

J ~r non , yo u ~an d~op by the 
l:~r ary l oc a t ed a t ~he 
Ljans gan io~en 's Coalit ion 
( .. --;""' ...... ; ...... o 
- - .l. _ .,_ - ' 

L~SBIAN ARCHIVJS OPBNS 

A lesbian archives will 
officially open e~rly in 1984 
near Kenora, Ontario, Canada. 
I t is a proud statement tc 
lesbians, their friends and 
families about themselves -
inspiring stories, survival 
techniques, role models, 
culture, customs and 
contributions to society at 
large. This archives is 
easily accessible to lesbians 
in northwest Ontario and 
Manitoba via the Transcanada 
nighway. 

The goals of tbe founding archivists 
are to preserve, honour and share 
the herstory of gay women and to 
make this herstorv accessible to 
both rural and urban lesbians. 
Too often there is no accessible 
community or recorded herstory 
so a lesbian mistakenly feels she 
is the only one. 

The organizers appeal to lesbians 
~V~RY\v'HER~ to donate material 
(publications, clippings, journals, 
diaries, autobiographies, · 
organizational records, tapes, 
memorabilia, etc. etc.) Tney naed 
financial sup~ort as well. Make 
cheques paya~ie to L.A.W.R.( Archives). 

~onors should catagorize t heir 
material as 1) open 2) r~stricted 
access (specify) or 3) no access 
for a specified time period. In 
the case of ~hotographs and other 
unpublished material which 
identifies individua~s, donors 
should obtain the nerm i ssi on of t hese 
individuals before.sending it t o us. 

For more informat ion , ccn tact: 

Dor8en :.vorden or 
Isabel Andrews, 
R. i\ . ;f2, ::enor a , Ontar io r91; 3:18 
Fhona (807) 5L8- 4325 

2( 
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(Terrace) - As luck would 
have it ~aureen just happened 
to be in the Terrace Jomen's 
Centre when Katimivik women 
dropped by with a list of 
workshop topics, one of which 
was homosexuality - Maureen 
eagerly volunteered us to do 
it . .... 

The workshop facilitators 
consisted of 2 women and 2 men 
in response to a snecific 
reauest of Katirnivik for a 
fBrspective provided by both 
gay men and lesbians on 
homosexuality. 

Perhaps we should have don1 the 
workshop on fear as that was 
the predominant emotion for 
us at the time ••••• .• 

Nevertheless, the evening 
proved to be an exciting one. 

Katimivik is a :national program 
w~ich provides young men and 
women with an opportunity to 
explore lifestyles and social 
issues. 

The twelve participants in the 
workshop ap~roached the topic 
of homosexuality with a variety 
of attitudes - some were 
extremaly posi~ive about the 
opportunity to learn, others 
came into the workshop 
wondering what on earth 
homosexuality has to do witi1 
them. 

~e began the workshop by 
inviting tne participants to 
field questions to us and to 
share with us their 
expecta~ions o: the evenin~. 
·-:=or.i:'~ :,,,e..,.,o r1 i .~""uc~a.--t Y'r'1Y'la-7nc-... _._, •• .. ._ .._ __ ..._. -----_.. -----•~c~• C 

.c-~nm ., .:::i gal / ; . ., . i... ... .._..,r. J.- ~1C-Vl.l. rJ.gu"t3, 
cau.ses of hcr:icsexu2.li t:, 2.n:i 
3ome cf ~he dif!icu:t~es o~ 
li7ing i~ a small ccrnmunity. 

J As the workshop ended, the 
facilitators agreed that we 
had achieved our goals of 
providing information on tha 
issues which confront us as 
homosexuals and ~lso ensuring 
that any gays/lesbians within 
the group would have access 
to support from us. 

One of the lesbian facilitators 
noted that this had been her 
first opportunity to work 
politically with gay men and 
that she found it to be a 
positive and caring 
experience. 

LJSEIAN MCTH~RS DJFJNS~ FUND 

Due to lack of members, tim1 
and energy, the Vancouver 
Lesbian Mothers Defense Fund 
has given over the respons= 
ibility of keeping their 
files to Vancouver Status Of 
Women. 

These files include written 
judgements and transcripts 
from specific lesbian mother 
custody cases as well as 
several articles on general 
lesbian custody cases, lawyer 
evaluation tips and pafers by 
'expert witnesses' about the 
affect of being raised in a 
lesbian/homosexual home on 
e:.hildren. Anyone who is 
involved in legal counselling 
would benefit from this 
inf crma. t ion . 

There is also a one hour viJeo 
available in which t~o 
Vancouver lavqers talk abe,ut 
lesbian custody. _,. s:r:eaker 
is also available ~o tal ~ 
a.tc1:1~. the. cay-t~- da:,"_ . 
r~rn1:1cat1cns er le201~n 
r:-iotl'1=~~ood . 

0 ~r -~~~ in~0 -~q~;~~, fle~J2 
CC:~ 4C ~Ct ·,· ;:-~:. ·: ( ~.:. -.- ~ :- : ~ -~ ~11 :--=- , ... ;:-

.:; ~~-~~ i'11: !~~-t ,: -.. ~~~15~ 0 13~0:.' 

I, 

' 
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Gay Man Fired - Launches Lawsuit 

Wayne Mcl~i ven, a former 
counsellor with the i'Jorth 
Shore Association for the 
Mentally Handicapped 
(N.3atf'iH), is suing his 
fo:-mer emplcyer for wrongful 
dismissal, says lawyer Ken 
Smith. HcNiven was fired in 
September 1981 on the grounds 
that he is homosaxual. · 

McNiven had been a volunteer 
with the NSiuvIH. His super­
visors were impressed with the 
quality of his work and offered 
him first part-time and then 
full-time employment. 

Shortly after receiving his 
full-time position, his sexual 
orientation came to the attention 
cf his superiors at a party. 

Immediately afterward, the 
associations co-ordinator met 
Melli ven and fired him. "He 
was told he was being fired 
oecause he was a homosexual," 
says Smith. "There was no 
complaint about his performance." 

McNiven was unsuccessful in an 
attem~t to get the board of 
HSAMd to re-instate him. 

After McNiven's dismissal, the 
assistant su~ervisor at the house 
where McNiven had worked also cama 
out an d ex~r~ssed his dismay in a 
letter to the association. That 
person is now a supervisor; other 
gays continue to work for the 
association. 

McLl iven then contacted tha 
Euman Rights E::'anch which tossed 
his complaint around for two 
years. 

A iiuman Rights officer was 
appointed to investigate the case. 
after protracted negotiations 
yiel ded no success, dannah 
J ensen, t hen J irector of the Human 
l igj ts 3ranch, too k over the case. 
~lac st o~e walled by ~he association, 
~3nse n frefared a report for the 
~ inis~er c f La~our, res;onsible for 
human righ~s i n ~.c. 

Eecause the provincial election 
campaign was going on and becausa 
labour minister Bob McClelland's 
attitudes to gay people are well 
known, she held off submitting the 
report hoping for a new labour 
minister. 

The election came and went. 
McClelland staved. Jensen was 
fired. ~ 

At this point, anticipating no 
further action by the government 
was likely, McKiven contacted 
lawyer Ken Smith at the VGCC Legal 
Clinic to prepare a case for 
wrongful dismissal. Attempts to 
settle throughout the summer were 
unsuccess.ful. 

Action on the wrongful dismissal 
commenced on August 3C and a 
completed claim was filed with the 
court on October 6. A written 
appearance has been filed by the 
association and Smith reports that 
McNiven is awaiting an answer to his 
claim. 

Questioned about why the case was 
brought as a wrongful dismissal and 
not as a discrimination case, Smith 
commented that a recent Supreme 
Court of Canada decision influenced 
the choice. In that case the Supreme 
Court Judges ask whether a common 
law action exists where existing 
provincial legislation deals with 
discrimination. 

11 It may be arguable," said Smith, 
"that the new legislation is so 
ineffective that proper provincial 
legislation does not exist in :E. C." 
To avoid confusion with that issue, 
they will go ahead with wrongful 
'.iismissal. 

There is a final bit of irony in 
this case. McNiven has obtaine d a 
better position with th~ Burnaby 
~ssociation fer t he Mentally 
riandi capped . ~e has be9n instrumental 
in ensuri~g tha t sexual cr~entati cn 
net be a ground far d iscr~~ina t ic~ 
i n t heir employme~~ pr a ct~ces. 

-re;rinted fr om v~cc ~aws 
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La Ragnatela - Women's Land 

Gn the 25th June 1985, day of 
th2 full moon, a contract was 
signed to buy the land for 'La 
Ragnatela', thd women's peace 
camp at Comiso, Sicily - ~ 
LAND iW 1:l BJT,ONGS TO '!!OMZN -
fwenty-eight women from Italy, 
Germany, Australia, America, 
Holland and ~ngland signed for 
the land including 3 of the 
women expelled from Italy on 
the 16th March 1983 who, 
thanks to fascist laws, could 
only be with us in spirit 
and a 'legal delegate'. 

Comsio is a small town of 
27,000 people, in the province 
of Ragusa in south-eastern 
Sicily. The livelihood of 
the community comes from the 
fertile soil with an 
abundance of vineyards, orange 
groves and greenhouse market 
gardens; the milling of 
marble and granite provide 
a further rich source of 
employment. 

A JISUS3D AIRPORT (MAGLIOCCO) 
4 km. FROi••t T.E-i:;; TO .frj 01." COMISO 
I~ f~~ fROPGS~D NATO SIT~ 
F0ri 112 CRUISi MISSIL~S ~UJ 
TOE~ D~kLOY~D 1N 1583/4. 

Although most of Sicily is 
already occupied by at least 
19 American military bases, 
the siting of Cruise will 
comolete the transformation 
of irie whole island into a 
militarized desert and destroy 
the traditional way of life 
and livelihood of much of the 
population. 

Foreign domination has been a 
way of life for the Sicilian 
people since the days of the 
ancient ·Greeks and the 
position of women within the 
society is extreme: they are 
allowed in the streets in th1 
morning for shopping but spend 
most of their lives confined 
within the boundaries of 
family and homa. So it takes 
enormous courage to step out 
of this confinement and 
confront your repressors but 
the women of Sicily ara 
realizing that they can no 
longer remain passive 
nurturers and must visibly 
act to prevent the destruction 
of our planet. 

This awareness stimulated a 
strong collective of women 
in Catania to become involved 
in the peace issue in . 
September 1981 when they 
prepared a statement to take 
to an international meeting 
of Women For Peace in 
Amsterdam~ _ They recognized 
their own reFression but saw 
clearly the connection 
between n~clear escalation 
and male violence. 'The 
violence of war equals the 
violence of rape.' 

Links with Greenham Common 
were established and on 12th 
December the Catania women 
joined wi~h women of Comiso 
tc form a circle in front 
of Magliocco base. 

The International Jcmen's 
Peace Camv 'La ha~n~tG 7~' 
was born out of a =a~~~r~~~ 
o~ women rrcm all over 
~~rope ana ~me~ica o~ Mqrci 
2~h. La na~~ a ~e~3 ~ra ns~ a :2s 
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TH3 GRUIS~ NIGHTMAR~ 

Must it happen on a night like this? 
Standing next to you 
the closeness 

a shared warmth between 

Must it happen on a night like this? 
The stars speaking delightful messages 
The northern lights playing 
willfully across the night sky 

Must it happen tonight 
Watching your eyes 
Tasting your lips 
love moving deeply within me 

~11 the nights of my life before me 
Mirrors of touching 
light and deep 
love that endures the hard places of time 

Must it happen on a night like t his? 
The sudden transfor~ation 
Green to red, light to dark 
t he heavens falling 
Stars turning into warrior satellites 
destrcying 

·iatching in horrcr as t he tan ks 
b=eathe fire on t ne forest beycn d 
Firs t night c f the e~d 

Ou= love a bi t ter memo =y 
a taste in t he t ~r ca t of death . 
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Doctors Rebut Aids Smear 

~actors in the gay/lesbian 
community have responded to 
an attack by Dr. Myre Sim in 
the August edition of the BC 
Medical Journal (BCMJ). Part 
of the Sim's text is as 
follows: 

" ••• Much of the evidence 
points to the sexual practices 
of homosexuals who have 'come 
out of the closet.' These 
practices include promiscuity 
to an astounding degree, anal 
intercourse, anolingus and 
fellatio. Anolingus is also 
practised by lesbians. 

"The threat of a virus tha~ 
can suppress immunity in man 
(sic) ••• can never be over­
stimulated (sic). We hear of 
homosexuals parading to coerce 
governments to spend more 
money on research for the 
treatment of this condition. 
Would it not be more helpful 
if all homosexuals pledged 
themselves to forego the 
practices that have brought 
~his danger to the world. 
There is something sinister 
when a minority group which 
has opted out of procreation 
should propagate a disease 
that can wipe out all 
society. In malaria control 
the best results are obtain=d 
wh9n the oreeding grounds of 
the mosquitos are treated 
effectively. Is it not time 
fer homosexuals to get back 
~o the closet and discontinue 
their dangerous unnatural 
:;ractices?" 

~r. Brian J~lloughby and 16 
colleagues drafted the 
fello wing ::-espons3 which was 
c2r::'i~d in th= Cctooer editicn 
of ECi•:~: 

11 ••• (Sims) hatches a most 
specious diatribe based on 
conjecture as to et i ology, 
adds unsupportable general­
izations in an attempt to 
link various sexua.l practices 
to openness of sexual 
orientation and sprinkles 
irrelevant (?but personally 
offensive) (sic) trivia for 
good measure. His conclusions 
are utterly illogical and 
are dangerous ••• 

The letter of ~illoughby et 
al goes on to provide the 
basic data regarding AIDS 
in terms of risk groups, 
transrnissability and growth 
of the syndrome. Thay 
re-iterate that it is 
homosexual and bisexual men 
who are at risk and that there 
is no suggestion of trans­
missibility by "air-borne 
routes or casual contact. In 
fact, the lack of appearance 
of disease in health care 
wor kers involved in treatment 
of persons with AIDS argues 
against transrnissibility by 
other means. 11 

They conclude, "Some of us 
have large numbers of homo­
sexual patients. Some of us 
tre~t AIDS patients. Some of 
us educate high-risk groups. 
Some of us do AIDS-related 
research. And indeed, Dr. 
Sim, some of us are aav and 
lesoian ourselves. 111 of 
us are offended by Dr. Si~'s 
views. His vicious attack 
en gay men and lesbians is 
simultaneously unfounded, 
inaccurate and grossly 
<1nfai:- .•• 11 

(!'e::ri:1~e d frc in 
__ ngl es ) 
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C?..GANIZATIONS 

PROVINCIAL: 

~ural Lesbian Association, c/o Box 1242, Vernon B.C. VIT 6H6 
Lesbian Action Committee, B.C.F.W., c/o Nelson ';iornen's Centre, 

303 Vernon Street, Nelson, B.C. VIL 4J3 
Provincial Connection, c/o Jane Perry, 404-1545 W. 15th, Vancouver 

V6J 2:{5 
AFJIRM (Gays & Lesbians of the United Church) (3C) 324-3902 

P.O. Ecx 46586, Stat~ G, Vancouver, B.C. V6K 4G8 
IN13GRITY (Gay Anglicans) 873-2925 P.O. 3ox 34161, Stat. D, 

Vancouver, B.C. V6J 4NI 
~•!etropolitan Cornrnu..rJity Church 681-8525 M.C.C. Eox 5178, 

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 4E2 
· ~~IJS Vancouver 687-AIDS :Sox 4991, Main Post Office, VancouV"er 

V6:S 4.-\6 
Archives Collective P.O. Box 3130, r,rPO, Vancouver V63 3X6 
Gay & Lesbian Caucus Of the NDP (BC) 687-7129 
Sha'ar Hayarn (Jewish Gays) 255-1076 P.O. Eox 4603 M?C, 'lanccuver 

V6E 4A1 
Lesbian Teachers' Sup~ort Network of B.C.: ~rite to: L.T.S.IT.B.C., 

:Sox 151 - 810 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. Y5Z 4C9 

PRI1JC3 G30?,GZ 

Interior Gays: 
George, E.C. 

~rite to: Shirley Smith, 1175 Alward St., Prince 
564-7952 

Gay Connection 638-1362 
1;orthe□ Lesbians, R.R. #2 Usk Store, Box 50, Terrace, E. C. 

78G 329 

F?.INCE RU?3RT 

Gay People Cf Frince P.upert, 3ox 881, ?r:nce Ru~ert, 3.C. Y8J 3Y1 

W.K.G.P., 4C6 Vi:toria St., Nelson, B.C. 

T. Kelly, 201-4204 China Creek Rd., Fort Alb~rni, 3.C~ V9~ 1~1 

~i',:,m ·..t ·" t'l-"'V - "-- ..... ~ ·-----~-..-· -
::c:-~~ :.slanC. Gay 8, :.esbian 3u;·;c:-t ·J.ro 1.1;:, : · . . :;. 3cx 1404, ?crt 

:!ar~:r, ?, • C. vc:: 2FC 
,,,. ,.T;; ·""""' 7~ .. 1 ... ~ 
-.JI,_· - • ..,.,_ -• l .4,. -
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P.ri.N., F.C. Eox 117, Nanaimo, EC V9R 5~4 

KELOWNA 

Okanagan Gay Organization, Ecx 1165, Stn. A, Kelow~a, :e.c. 

Thompson Area Gay Grau~, 3ox 3343, M?F, F.am locps, 3.C. V2C 5~7 

REVELSTOKE 

lothlorien, 3cx 2054, Revelstoke, 5.C. VOJ 2SO 

VANCCUY~P. 

A.A. 92S-2585 
Lesbian & Feminist Mothers Poli ti cal Action Group (L~F'MP.",.G) 

F.C. Box 65804, Stn. F, Vancouver, B.C. Lee (251-6090) 
Lesbian Mothers 1.)efense ~·und (:i:.MD?) c/o Vancouver Status C,f 

'.Vom en, 400.A W. 5th, Vancouver, B.C. 
Lesbians In Violent R3lationships ~elf-help group: Call 

Lesbian Information Line 
Alliance for the Safety Cf Frostitutes : ~rite ~.s.F., 

P .C. Box 2288 MPG Vancouver B. C. V6B 3,-✓ 5 
Lesbian Information Line, 1501 West Broadway, Vancouver, :S. C. 
Bisexual Women's Group, contact Lesbian Information Line 
Vancouver Lesbian Drop-In, 322 w. Hastings, Vancouver, B.c. 
S.Z.A.R.C.H. 1244 Seymour St., Vancouver 
7ancouver Gay Community Centre, Ecx 2259, MFC, Yancouver Y63 3:·12 
Gay Rights Union, 3ox 3130, MIO, Vancouver E.C. V6E 3X6 
Parents & Friends of Gays (EC) 988-7786 

'::ORCH~G 

Gay-Lesbian Action For Disarmamen t , 3ox 5794, Stat. A, ~orcnto 
Ontario M5'd 1 P2 

·-
?TJEL!CAT!CNS 

FL.AGR.~r.JT, Box 1604, Stations., Vic~oria, 3.C. 
T~3 30DY POLITIC, Box i82S, Station A, Toronto, Ontario 

MSW 1 X9 
LZS~I.-L7'1'/LZSEI3NNJ, Ecx 70, Stat. J-, Toronto, Ontario 

i-!4-Y 24-1 
H!.AGES. ?.C~ 3ox 736, 1-l'elson. B.C. 71!i 5R4 
. ..:..mazones .0'i:iier, Lesbien:1es ::.) ' Aujou r d fhui: ·:!ri1:e to , 

La Revue, A/S Louise Turcctte, C.P. 1721 , Succ. 1~ Cite 
Montreal, ~.Q. i2~ 2R7. Yor lesbians only . 

~•LtKING Wi-i.'T'2.S, 3o.:c 8953, Stat .. L, ~a.li.fa.-c, rfova Scotia 33K 5H6 
VG!CZS: A L.£SBLu'i SU'3.YIVA!. MA..'iUAL - ':Irita to: !. .~d.rs•.1s, 

R . .R. #2, I:nora., Onta.ric ?SN 3·.va 
1ZS:EI.UT CONU~C~!CN, ? .O. 3ox 8 ii, ~. I.an sing, MI 4882 3 

(The Lesbia.r. Ccnnec'tion maintains a contact dyke ~ist, 
'l:sbians ·,.,.co ha•re a.g::■ eec. to ce ::sted. so -:he:, can 
~rovide :==~~at:on abcut thei= a.r9as to ~~avel:ing 
iesoiar.s c:- new ,.,,.omen i!l -:o.....-n. ') 

~E.3 L.::S;! . .UT I~TSZJ~R/!~ISIGF.~£: .. /!NCI~£R, ? .0 3cx 70 38, ?0 1Nd.erior~ 
Sta~ioo, Minnea;olis, M~ 55~07 



MAI~~= A lesbian country magazina. ~rite to: MAIZ~, F.O. 
Box: 568, Praston :follow, lJ . Y. 12469 

,.tG:G:::S ( formerly VGCC Hews) , Box 2259, r:II'C, Vancouver LC 
V6B 3 \'/2 

SI.i:iIST~R ':iISwM, F.O. Box 1023 , Rockland, f,:aine C-4841 
T~L::; ·,·iCf'ii ,1.1,i F C "Rox ?306 1:·1°a"'""'1t :;1· l 7 n ._ a4c:;2)~ , ~... , ' .. • e _, - f • - ._,.-.!. .. 1.1. -~' v ...... .,1 ~ 

CCMMON LIVES, Box 1553, Iowa City, IA 52244 
OR..:':GON WOMEN'S LA.J.'l'D NE','ISL3TT8R, O.W.L. Trust, ?.O. Box 1692, 

Roseburg, Oregon 97470 ($3 per year, US) 

KINESIS, c/o Vancouver Status of Women, 400A West 5th Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C. 

TR£ LESBIAN SnOW, c/o Co-op Radio, 337 Carrol St., Vancouver, 3.C. 
'IH3 RADICAL R.::.~IEWER, P.O. Box 24953, Stat. C, Vancouver, 3.C. 
GRAP~IN~, Lesbian Mothers Defense Fund, P.O. Box 38, Station E, 

Toronto, Ontario M6H 4£1 
EIG APPLE DYXE NE1,·IS (B.A.D. NEWS), 192 S'Cring St. #15, New York, 

N.Y. 10012 . (SS per year, U.S.) 
FLAGi~AG, Box 1566, Stat. 1, Fredericton, N.B. 
TAPESTRY, Okanag2.Il Women's Coalition, Box 1242, Vernon, 3.C. 

TIT 6N6 

I?N, c/o ISIS, CP 301, 1227 Carouge/Geneva, Switzerland 
VANCOUVER WOMZN'S EOOKSTOR.:::, 322 West Hastings, Vancouver, B.C. 

V6B 1I8 
AR!.EL BOOKSTOR.3, 2766 West 4th, Vancouver, 3.C. 

LITTL":!: SISTERS EOOK & AR.T i!MFORIUM, 1221 Thurlow St., Yancouv<?r 
PINK nnc, P .o. :Box 287, Stat. n., Toronto, Ontario :-1 4C 5J2 
BLACKOUT, Box 65896, Stat. F., Vancou•rer, ::S.C. V51r 5L3 

The B.C.J.W. Lesbian Action Committee is 
prepared. to come to your commUDi ty and 
:presen.: a. 2-day worksho:p on lesbianism. 
'This worksao:p will explore useful ways 
of talkillg with other people abou't 
lasbianisn and fei:inism.' It will be 
most useful to ·11omen who identity as 
lesbian/=eminists and a.re lookinz for 
ways of shari::Jg this -oersuec-ci ve - .N'i th 
other wcmen. • -
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NOTICES 

CALLii~G .:..11 CROlUS IN '.!.11-i_:,; FIWVINC3: 

I wish to contact elder women to 
talk of land, of future visions/ 
dreams. I am never invisible, 
but where are you all? I want to 
go to meetings, conferences and 
dances and see you there. 

I'd like to share writings, past 
lives, songs, possibilities of a 
Crones' Nest Project (from Lesbian 
Connection, June/July 83): "an 
intergenerational community that 
provides long living women with 
an alternative to our present 
choices.,: • Maybe not now but at 
som~ future date. 

I live at ~resent in Victoria. Can 
be ccnnect~d through the Open Door. 
Write/visit or call me. 

- Lochbore 

A.MAZON ~3 D' HI :~R. L J;SBI SNN 3S 
.U ' AUtJOUrl.J' riUT 

(Amazons Then, .Lesbians Now) 

Revue trimestrielle d'~change, 
d'infor□ation et de r~flexion 
avec une emphase sur le 
lesbianisme radical. 

Four lssbiennes seulement. 

La R~vue, 
C. P. 1721 
Succ. La Cite 
Montrfal H2~ 2R7 
, , , ... 
~ueoec 

·· GAY CONNECTION .. 
TERRACE'S NEW GAY/LESBIAN INFO LINE 

SUNDAYS 7·10p.m. 

638·1382 



THE BLATANT IMAGE 
A MAGAZINE OF FEMINIST PHOTOGRAP!-!Y 

TH~ BLATANT IMAGE 
2000 King Mountain Trail 
Sunny Valley, OREGON 97497-9799 

HCRTHERN LESBIAr~S COLLJCTIV3 

*If you are interested in working 
on: 

-workshops " 
-lesbian dro:p-in 
-newsletter 

L.c":T I s H.2).J{ 1'1ROM YO u ! 
Leave a message at Gay 
Connection 638-1632 or write to: 
Northern Lesbians, RR2 Eox 5C 
Usk Store, Terrace 5.C. 
78 G 3Z9 

If you know of a~y lestians 
living in Kiti~a~ o~ i~ vo~ 
:::, l"'O ' i· ·r 1· ,-, a- , n ; " r;, :::"7 + ,./::. 
- - - - \t .i...: C , ..l.. ~J - !.. - .J .- · •• · - \J J ' ,J 

are intersstei ~n ~sK~~g ~~n:s2~ 

·./r"2.. t-? .~nne-l.:~a1"i:;, 
c/o :be 0 J en ~8~~ , 
R~2 ~~x 5J Czk ~~~~~, 
Terrace 2. 0 . V~G 5i~ 
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th, north 

subscriptions 
If you wish tc receive future issues cf TH3 OPEN DOCR: 
Rural Lesbian Mewsletter, fill cut this subscri:;:-:;ion 
!arm and sena it to: 

THE OPEN .DOOR: Rural Lesbian N'ewsletter , 
c/o Northern Lesbians 
R.R. 2,Usk Store, Box ;o, 
Terrace, 3.C. V8G 329 

Donations to support the production of the next issue 
of TH2 OP~M DOOR would be a:c";:reciated. Make cheques 
payable to E.C.J.~.: The Op~~ Door. 
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