


THE LEGISLATURE.
«R. R. HEAVEN'S LIBEL BILL 

MEETS WITH DEFEAT.

Th. House is KTid.ntlr Afruld of th. 
Nowspupora. »nd Propose Not to Cut 
Their Bonds-The Usurers Are ISeud 
Against it.

Monday. Feb. 2, 1891.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 

o’clock and business was at once pro­
ceeded with. * ---- -

petitions.
Mr. Cotton presented the following

^Froni the Corporation of - Vancouver 
to amend the Act of Incorporation.

From Henry Abbott and others, for 
a bill to incorporate the Liverpool and 
Canoe Pass Railway Company.

From John Hendry and others to in­
corporate the Vancouver. Northern 
and Alaska Railway and Navigation 
Company. „ ..

From the Corporation of Vancouver, 
opposing the bill to amend the V ancou- 
ver Water Works Act.

Mr. Martin—From F. C. Innés and 
others to incorporate the Vernon and 
Okanagon Railway. "

From the Okanagon Land and De­
velopment Company, Limited, for a 
private bill.

Mr. Kitchen—From R. H. Alexander 
and others, for a bill to indbrporato the 
Burrard Inlet and Fraser Valley Rail­
road Company. *

From Westminster and Vancouver 
Tramway Company and the New West­
minster Street Railway, for an act to 
amalgamate them as the Westminster 
and Vancouver Tramway Co.

The Premier presented a return ask­
ed for by the House, showing that there 
had been included in the Grant made 
to the E. & N. R’y section 1 of Nanaimo 
district, known as the Newcastle town- 
site reserve, 724 acres, less the various 
lots which had been previously alien­
ated. , , , t

Mr. Kellie moved that a select i 
committee be appointed to ex- | 
amine the lease made by the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works in 1886 with Mr. W. A. 
Baillie-Grohman and others, relative to 
the reclamation and colonization of 
certain lands in Kootenay, and to as­
certain whether the conditions of said 
lease have been fully carried out on the 
part of the Kootenay Syndicate (limit­
ed) and the said W. A. Baillie-Groh­
man. Such committee to have power 
to send for papers, etc., and to report 
to this House.—Carried.

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­
specting the corporation of New West­
minster.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved that there 
be placed before this House copies of 
all orders in council, correspondence, 
papers, vouchers, and receipts relating 
fbthe issue and cancellation of crown 
grant No. 2608, dated 12th June, 1888, 
and thelssue of crown grant No. 4097 
in lieu thereof.

Hon. Mr. Robson introduced a bill 
relating to gold and other minerals ex­
cept coal.

MB. BBAVBN’S LIBEL BILL.
Hon. Mr. Beaven, in moving the 

second reading of his libel bill, spoke 
of the respective applications of the 
Dominion and Provincial laws and 
authority, with respect to libel. The ex­
isting law of libel was, in his opinion, 
most defective. Under it the presump­
tion was that a libel was. in every case, 
malicious. Taking the case of news­
papers, and the way in which they 
were got out, and the information ob­
tained, it was a wrong presumption 
to say that every libel was malicious. 
Again, it was only right and just when 
there had been a libel committed 
that the newspaper proprietor 
should be avowed the opportunity 
of making an ample apology for an in­
advertent libel. The principles of ethics 
should he made to apply to newspaiiers 
â» vw:i as to individuals, and the publics 
lion of an apology given as wide a cir 
dilation as the original libel should pro 
vent all possibility of a prosecution 
Then the law ought to provide that the 
publication of reports of public meetings 
should t>e privileged, while a fair report 
of proceedings in a court of justice 
should render it impossible to enter a 
prosecution. Newspapers were obliged 
to gather news, or they would be behind 
in the race, and should be protected in 
carrying on their legitimate business. 
It ought, too, to l e rendered impossible 
to drag a newspaper proprietor to a 
town, other than the one in which his 
paper is published, to undergo his trial 
and, moreover, the newspaper man 
should have a right to demand security

§for costs, so as to prevent him being 
frivolously and vexatiously piosecuted 
on charges which would not stand in­
vestigation. Since thif bill has been 
introduced he (Mr. Beaven) had 
noticed a bill which was before the 
Slate Legislature of Washington that 
weiit still further than this bill. It 
provided that where a charge was not 
proved the person so* making accusa­
tion rendered himself liable in damages. 
The public demanded news, the tele­
grams came in to the editor’s office, the 
other news arrived through various 
channels, and if the proprietor delayed 
to make minute examinations into 
every detail the information would be 
published elsewhere in advance of him. 
The presumption of the libel law, to- 
dav, was that in every instance the 
offence was malicious. He desired to 
change the presumption and to place 
matters entirely' on the other side.

Hon. Mr. Davie remarked that he 
noticed that the measure now before 
the House had been taken from the On­
tario libel law, but if the hon. member 
who drafted it had remained satisfied at 
that only the lull would have been about 
what was desired. It was perfectly 
just that a proprietor of a newspaper 
should have an opportunity of pleading 
that the alleged libel was not due to 
malice, and was nothing more than an 
honest mistake, when such was the case: 
but that principle exists now in what is 
known as the Fox act. Mr. Davie hop 
ed that as there was so much of a per 
nicious nature in this bill it would be 
defeated, so that he might be in a posi* 
tlon to bring down a measure following 
more nearly the lines of the Ontario law.
In many cases unless malice were 
inferred it would Le impossible 
to bring an offender to conviction, and 
the same principle applies to libel. The 
law considers it a more heinous offence 
to take away a man’s character than 
his purse, because by a man’s character 
he fives. ' For instance, a newspaper 
obtains some information from the en­
emy of a man. It is published, and 
under the presumption of malice the 
aggrieved party could proceed to piyi- 
ish the offender either civilly or crimN 
inallv. Were there no presumption of R. 
malice, on the other hand, there are no I 
means of redress. The Attorney-Gen­
eral went through and analysed the 
bill clause by clause, and condemned 
it as a whole as mischievous and per­
nicious.

Mr. Cotton, while acknowledging the 
need of a libel law that would afford 
proper protection to newspapers, would 
vote against this measure in View of 
the promises made by the Attorney- 
General to introduce a more workable 
measure.

Hon. Mr. Pooley opposed the bill.
The Question for second reading was 

put ana the House divided as follows:
Ayes—Beaven, Milne, Semlin, Mac­

kenzie—4.
Nays—Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, 

Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher, 
Robson, Davie, Vernon. Eberts, Stod- 
dart, Booth, Nason, Smith, Forster, 
Keith, Baker, Sword, Kitchen, Cotton, 
Kellie—23.

The House then went into committee 
on the Animals Contagious Disease Act 
and sat until time of adjournment.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Sword—To introduce a bill to 

amend the Railway Act.
By Mr. Milne—To introduce a bill to 

establish a pharmaceutical association 
in British Columbia.

By Mr. Milne—To ask for a return of 
all correspondence, etc., not already 
printed relating to the transfer to the 
city of Victoria of the land known as 
the James’ Bay mud flats.

^ QUESTIONS.
Mr. Milne—To ask the Provincial 

Secretary, “Is it the intention of the 
Government to place a sum on the esti­
mates for the establishment of a Normal 
school in Victoria. :

THE LEGISLATURE.
A SHORT, UNINTERESTING SES­

SION OF THE HOUSE.

The Animal»* Contagious Disease Act 
Thrown Ont on a Technical Irregu­
larity Sunday Observance Discussed- 
Other Matters.

Tuesday, Feb. 3.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’­

clock, prayers having been read by 
Rev. P. McF McLeod.

PETITIONS
were presented by—

Mr. Semlin—From John M. Lefevre 
and others,'asking for a bill to incor­
porate the Nicola Valley R.R. Co.

Mr. Horne—From J. W. Sexsmith 
and others, for a bill to incorporate 
the Lulu Island Electric R.R. and Im­
provement Co.

Mr. Kellie—For a bill to incorporate 
the Kootenay Lake Telephone Co.

Mr. Brown—From Right Rev. P. Du- 
rieu, O.M.I., for a bill to incorporate 
the Order of Mary Imm'aculate.

Mr. Rogers—From D. Oppenheimer 
and others, for a bill to incorporate the 
Ashcroft and Cariboo R.R. Co.

Mr. Kitchen—From R. P. Cooke A t 
Sons, for a bill to incorporate the Chil- ' 
liwhack R.R. Co.

Mr. Eberts—From W. P. Say ward 
and a large number of manufacturers, 
objecting to any change in the Mechan­
ics’ Lien law.

Mr. Hunter to ask leave to introduce 
“An Act for the protection of certain 
animate, birds and Ashes,” which was 
read a first time.

Mr. Horne asked the Provincial Secre­
tary: Do the Government intend to 
open a land registry office at the city of 
Vancouver; ana if so. at what date will 
said office be opened and ready to trans­
act business?

The Premier—Yes. It is the inten­
tion of the Government to open such an 
office in Vancouver as soon as the neces­
sary books of reference, which have 
been in course of preparation for some 

** time, are ready. s
Hon. Mr. Davie asked leave to intro­

duce “An act to amend the ‘Shnswap 
Railway Guarantee Act”, which was 
read a first time

ANIMALS CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.
Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a point of 

order on this measure, as it was an­
nounced for the next order of the day!
He substantiated his objection by refer­
ence to May, page 927 (IX edition) ac­
cording to which any such bill in which 
there was a charge made on the consol­
idated revenue, was ruled out of order.

Mr. Davie contended that the ques­
tion referred to was of a different char­
acter and did not apply in this case. He 
thought that it did not contemplate any 
charge on the consolidated revenue.

The Speaker,after consultingauthori- 
ties on the question, decided to rule the 
whole bill out of order in accordance 
with the objection taken by Hon. Mr. 
Beaven.

SUNDAY OBSERVANCE ACT.
This measure provides for the repeal 

of section 2 of the “Sunday Observ­
ance Aot.” Section 3 of the said act is j 
hereby amended by striking out the ; 
words “poçfion of trie,” in the sixth line 
Of said section.

The schedule to the said act iS hereby 
amended by striking out the word “por- ; 
tion,” in the first line, and the words 
“of the,” in the second line, and thç 
words “portion of the,” in the ninth 
and eleventh lines of the said schedule.

Considerable discussion ensued, Mr. 
Hunter first remarking that as the 
original act was such a short one it 
would be as well, and more intelligible 
to i e-enact it with the proposed amend- 

• ments.
Hon. Mr. Davie thought it would 

have been better if tty? hon. member 
for Victoria had, before asking the 
House to legislate ou this question, 
taken the trouble to inquire what the 
law really was, matters would have 
been improved. As to the law which it 
was proposed to amend, it has been a 
dead letter almost since its passage. 
Anyhow he would like something more j 
definite.

Mr. Smith would like to see this 
matter withdrawn, and a new bid alto­
gether brought in.

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought it,a com­
mendable measure, but was doubtful 
whether or not it was wise to legislate 
by reference iu this way.

Mr. Semlin did not wish, either, to 
inaugurate the system of legislation by 
reference this session; and he was very 
much pleaded to see that the Attorney- 
General had been converted from his 
errors in this direction, for there was 
no one more ready than he to adopt 
this system.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—I’m glad, too, tc 
see that he is converted..

Hon. Mr. Robson remarked that he 
4 was in favor of a proper Sunday ob 

servance law which should be applica­
ble to the provinae as a whole.

Mr. Croft thought that the hon.mem 
ber who introduced the bill might 
withdraw it and frame it in a more 
definite way. If not. then Mr, Croftfl 
would move the adjournment of the 
debate.

Mr. Grant agreed with the state­
ments about the need of a Suudav ob­
servance act, but felt that such a ’meas­
ure should be innoueh with the trouerai 
public. ‘Siuce many of those English 
laws were framed, the ideas of the peo 
pie have changed very considerably, so 
that these laws are practically, not ap­
plicable to all. The public mipd has 
become much*more liberal these last 
few years. It might Am the wish of 
some to have iu force very stringent 
laws on this question, while otners 
would like a- more liberal code. The 
Premier had remarked that when a law 
is adopted, .as this one was. there are 
some portions of it, which not being 
applicable here, are virtually a dead 
letter so far as we are concerned. If a 
law is copied out o; the Canadian or 
English statute book into our own, 
w.e.are e*L*ieI' responsible for the whole 

®r of it. In framing a law of 
this kind it is all right when the reason­
able limits of Christianity are adhered 
to, bat there are certain extreme condi­
tions which exist which cannot be in 
corporated wholly into our laws. Mr 
Grant was desirous of seeing the House 
pass a measure which .would apply to 
all parts of the province, and which 
would be m touch with public feeling.

Hon. Mr. Robson thoroughly agieed 
a . to the desirability of having a com­
plete Sabbath observance act, and if 
the non. mem 1er-for Victoria would,in- 
stead of referring in this unintelligible 

ay to the act now in force on the 
down a,measure in- 

hlrolÇ t;,wiLh the changes he proposes 
here, the ifouse would then have some- 

£lhS'te •bef?re, h- As matters 
hada K™* objection 

J? t“®.act referring to tne statutes of 
the old country.
.n!ff.«r£nti>i:nled out how » h"»!

observance law would 
îïk O ï® mJl"7 Of miners.
Mr. Bohson-But that is the law now.

, ra“i—Xe*. but it Is not enforced, 
f" fh«t is not put In operation
l8|ira<o10a^ a dead letter, 
nf fhÔ fVtton Mked if the h°n. leader 
pin»hA« ,l®rnment acted UP to his pre-
h!P|‘i£iUth“‘3Ueslion whm>. in the Thill

yesterday (the mineral 
Mt. îui™îmil.r,ause Providing that 

? located on Sunday shall not 
; .bevendsred invalid Mr. Cot

see 80me consistency. 
sh™iÆrt*6idJn’t*“whï the House 
Snestion** rîked ‘î legislate on this 
Dowertn lJu? “““‘«Polities have the 
fiMtodo» U1#teuP°n “-yet they re-

•JSr Selth referred to the "delight- 
fully vague character of the bill and 
proposed that the House be *1™9°ThIhW?im0re deflnite t« enact. 8 
bT O® MM„J wheTeCta?llv withdrawn 
duce UYn another to ™'intro-

SUPREME COURT BILL.
This bill was placed before the House 

for second reading, and,Mr. Beaven protested against the 
practice of distributing bills in the 
House, and immediately asking the 
House to legislate upon them before 
hon. members had haa time to read.

The Attorney-General said was no 
wish to force the bill through the 
House.The bill was read a second time, Mr. 
Beaven supporting it, but entering his 
protest against the practice complained 
of.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Mr. Rogers rose to complain of being* 

reported in the Times of the 80th Jan­
uary as speaking in favor of $2 a day 
for ten hours’ work.[In the legislative notes of Jan. 80th 
Mr. Rogers was so mentioned inadvert­
ently, but in the report of tne House 
proceedings, Jhn. 28, it will be seen 
that it was Mr. Anderson who madfr 
the statement.]

Hon. Mr. Davie presented «^return of correspondence concerning the seiz- j 
ure of the schooner^îesperus and the 1 
arrest of the crew// Also a return of 
all orders-in-council and other inform­
ation in the matter of Isaac Lehman, of.

| Ashcroft.
I The Hoese adjourned shortly after 

4 o’clock.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Beaven—On the motion to con­
sider the Mechanics’ Lien Act, to move 
to amend section 12 by striking out all 
the words after “behalf’ in the fifth 
line down to and including “May” in 
the eighth line, and insert “a pay roll 
containing the names of all laborers 
who have done work for him upon 
such works or improvements, with a 
receipt in full from each of the said 
laborers, with the atuounts which were 
due aud had been paid to each of them 
set opposite to their respective names,
which pay roll shall-----”

Also to’ amend schedule C so as to 
show the amount earned and the 
amount paid.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—Thursday—To in­
troduce an act respecting actions of 
libel and slander.

THE LEGISLATURE. !
NOT MUCH BUSINESS TRANS­

ACTED YESTERDAY.

Mr. Keith Still Pressing On That Militia 
Force—The Government Did Not Con- 
salt the Federal Authorities Thereon— 
Bills Which Are to be Brought Up.

Wednesday. Feb. 4.
The Speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock1, Rev. Mr. McLeod having read 
prayers.

Petitions were presented by. Mr. Cot­
ton, on behalf of Samuel Greer in re­
gard to certain lathd rights, and asking 
that this petition may be heard-in the 
supreme court of Bntish Columbia.

Mr. Martin—For leave to present a 
bill for the amendment of the Vancou­
ver water works act.

Mr. Kellie—On behalf of the Nelson 
and Port Shepherd Railway Co., asking 
for incorporation.

Mr. Martins chairman of the standing 
L orders and private bills committee, re­

ported on a number of petitions, and 
asked that the time for receiving peti­
tions for private bills be extended for 
fourteen days longer. The reports stat­
ed that the standing orders had been 
complied with in the following peti­
tions: -V

New Westminster and Burrard Inlet 
Telephone Co., Limited.

The Fraser River Dyking Co.
Crow’s Nest aud Kootenay Railroad. 
Vernon and Nelson Telephone Co. 
Burrard Inlet and Fraser Valley Rail­

road Co.
Bill to amend the Act of Incorpora­

tion of the City of Vancouver.
The Orders had not been complied 

with by the Okanagon Land and De­
velopment Co.

Liverpool and Canoé Pass Railroad
Co.

Vancouver and Lulu Island Railroad 
Co.

After some discussion as to the advis­
ability of suspending the standing rules 
of the House, the report was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented a return 
asked for by Hon. Mr. Beaven, giving 
instructions to the commissioners to 
carry put vote 192b of last session, and 
all correspondence relating to this 
question.

QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS.
Mr. Milne asked the Provincial Secre­

tary: Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment to place a sum on the estimates 
for 1891-92 for the establishment of a 
Normal School in the city of Victoria?

The Premier—The matter has not yet 
been considered.

Mr. Keith asked the leader of the 
Government—Was there any corres­
pondence passed between the Provin­
cial Government and Dominion Gov- 
ernment relating to the sending of a 
militia force to Wellington last sum- 
mer; and, if so, does the Government 
intend to place such correspondence 
before this House?

The Premier—There has not been 
any such correspondence. Had there 
been, it would have come down in 
response to the hon. member’s previous 
motion on the same subject.



WESTMINSTER tflTY BILL.
The Westminster City Act 'Amend­

ment bill (No. 12) was submitted for 
second reading by Hon. Mr. Davie. 
The preamble of this bill, he said, fully 
sets forth and explains its objects. It 
states that the corporation of New 
Westminster has expended large sums 
of money in providing for the construc­
tion, maintenance, and operation of 
water works for the supply of water 
within the city and in the suburbs, for 
public purposes, and to the inhabitants 
of-the city and suburbs; and of electric 
plant and machinery tor lighting the 
city and suburbs, and supplying light 
to the inhabitants; and of a steam ferry 
between the city and the municipality 
of Surrey, and in providing suitable 
ferry landings, pontoons, and other 
things in the city and in the munici­
pal \. and the erection of a building 
for : publie library and other purposes; 
ami iu other wavs for the improvement 
and advancement of the city; has 
entered into ,coutracts respecting the

But doubts have arisen with refer­
ence to the powers of the corporation 
to make effectual provisions for these 
works, and it is expedient to remove 
such doubts, and to grant to the cor­
poration adequate and full powers for 
the construction, maintenance, and 
operation, without any restriction, of 
the water-works, and electric light 
plant and machinery, aud stbam ferry, 
and public library.

Mr. Brown referred to the great 
number of defects which exist in the 
present charter, hence the present bill; 
although it was at first the intention to 

* ask the House thU session for a radical 
amendment of the entire charter. Ho 
thought it would be right to encourage 
the city In these works in view of the 
importance of the city and the geuerni 
prosperity and growth of it and the 
whole province.

Dr. Milne thought as the powers pro,- 
posed to l>e conferred by this bill in the 
matter of lighting extended to private 
as well as public lighting, the rights of 
shareholders in private companies 
would be interfered with.

Mr. Brown explained that the bill 
only referred to electric lighting, aud j 
not to the gas works; although he 
thought the citv of New Westminster 
would, at an early date, be prepared to 
make an offer to the gas company to 
take over their works ?uid run them as 
a citv enterprise.

Mr. Beaven supported the second 
reading, aad the House went into com­
mittee on the bill, with Mr. Martin in 
the chair.

On motion of Mr. Davie, the commit­
tee rose; reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again; also recommending 
that the bill be referred to a select 
committee composed of members of 
the Private Bills Committee, with a 
request that fourteen days* notice 
given in the New Westminster papers, 
to enable persons who oppose the bill 
to nopear before the committee.

The report was received and adopted.
Hon. Mr. Turner presented a mes­

sage from the Lieut.-Governor convey­

ing “An Act to amend the Assessment 
Act.”

The House then went into committee 
on the Land Registry Act, and on 
rising reported the bill complete with 
amendments, the report to be consid­
ered Monday.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Mr. Beaven—That on the motion to re­

fer an act to incorporate the Liverpool 
& Canoe Pass Ry. Co., to the select 
standing committee on railway^-I 
shall move to add: with a request to 
the committee to insert sections pro­
viding against the epiployment of Chi­
nese on the work to be undertaken.

Mr. Cotton—In re the petition ef 
Samuel Greer—that it may be heard 
by the supreme oc urt of British Colum-

By Mr, Milne—To introduce a Sun 
day Observance Act.

By Mr. Keith—To move for a select 
committee to inquire into the causes 

, leading to the late strike or lockout at 
Wellington, committee to consist of 
Messrs. Forster, Semlin, Booth, Hall 
and the mover.

», questions.

IBjr Mr. Brown—To ask the Attorney- 
Gencral : Is it the intention of the Gov­

ernment, during this session, to intro- 
; duce an act to prohibit the sale of cigar­
ettes to minors?

By Mr. Brown—To ask the Chief 
Commissioner: Is it the intention of 
the Government, during this year, to 
construct a traffic bridge over the Pitt 
river, at some point near its confluence 
with the Fraser?

Bv Mr. Brown—To ask the Leader of 
the Government—“Would the Govern­
ment look upon a traffic bridge over 
the Fraser at New Westminster as a 
work of provincial importance, rank 
Ing as an undertaking entitled to sub­
stantial aid from the provincial treas­
ury ?

“Also, in the event of the municipali­
ties directly interested undertaking, 
with the aisistance of the Dominion 
Government, to build a traffic bridge 
or (in conjunction with a railway com­
pany) a combined railway and traffic 
bridge, across the Fraser at New West­
minster, would the provincial govern­
ment aid the work by a grant of 
money ?"

The House rose at 4 o’clock.

THE LEGISLATURE.
THE :OOVEBHMENT SHIRKING 

THE CHINESE QUESTION.

They are all Very Particular on Pointe of 
Order and Precedente When This 
Matter It Broached — It le Shelved 
Again—Another Libel BIU.

* Thursday. Jan. 29.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’­

clock, prayers having been read by 
Rev. P. McF McLeod.

,Mr. Martin, chairman of the standing 
orders committee, reported that the 
orders had been complied with in the 
petitions which were not reported on 
Wednesday.

Hon. Mr. Robson presented the re­
turns requested by lion. Mr. Beaven, 
relating to the cancellation of Crown 
grant 2608 and the issue in place there­
of of 4007, also a report from the regis­
trar of the Supreme Court, stating that 
it was not possible to obtain the exact 
number of votes cast at the last elec,-, 
tion.

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­
specting libel or slander which was 
read a first time.

On the introducer asking that it be 
placed on the orders of the day for sec­
ond reading to-morrow, Mr. Beaven 
objected to such a class of legislation; 
the bill was not even printed'yet, ând 
members would not have time to con­
sider it critically before it was brought 
up for their opinion. He moved an 
amendment that it be read a second 
time on Monday. It was invariably the 
practice of the Attorney-General to 
rush bills through the House in this 

. fashion.
Mr. Robson wafe somewhat surprised 

at the course pursued by the honorable 
member for Victoria, as whenever he 
asked for the postponements of a sec- 
ondjreading for any reasonable purpose 
it was always granted.

Mr. Beaven said that the royalty 
clause was rushed through iu this man­
ner last session contrary to his earnest 
protest and solicitation. -*

Mr. Davie denied this. The bill was 
put down for second reading on Friday. 

Mr. Beaven, whose notice of motion 
' was on-the orders before that of the at­

torney-general then introduced a bill 
respecting libel or slander, which was 
read a first time and then placed on the 

1 prders for second reading on Monday 
! next.

Mr. Booth moved that a respectful 
address be presented to his honor the 

1 lieutenant-governor, asking him to 
cause to be sent down to this House re­
turns concerning the intestate estate of 
the late Armstead Buckner, specifying 
therein the amount realized, the expen­
ses incurred, and what disposition has 
been made.of the balance, if any.

Mr. Davie said there would be no ob­
jection to granting this information, 
lout asked if the mover could not fur­
nish somewhat more definite details to 
guide the department.

Mr. Booth was not in a position to do 
this.

Mr. Horne—To move, that whereas 
the commercial importance of the city 
of Vancouver is daily increasing, ami 
there is every reason to believe that 
during the ensuing season and in the 
future a much greater number of ships 
will be passing in and out thereof;

And whereas, it is desirable 
to increase the facilities of the 
shipping, and it is necessary 
in furtherance of that object, that 
certain natural obstructions in the 
Narrows and in the harbor should 
be removed, and that certain parts of 
the entrance thereto should be widen­
ed by dredging, and that a fog alarm i 
should be placed at the point known 
aS Prospect Point, and that Burnaby I 
Shoal be dredged, or a fog alarm 
placed thereon.

Therefore, be it resolved, that a 
respectful address be presented to 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
praying his honor to urgently 
request the Dominion Government 
to Like immediate steps for widening 
and the removal of obstacles In the 
Narrows at the entrance of said harbor, 
and for the placing of a fog alarm on 
Prospect Point and at Burnaby shoal in 
said harbor; and the dredging of said 
Burnaby Shoal; and that his honor be 
further respectfully requested to trans­
mit a copy of the address and this reso­
lution to the Dominion Government.

Mr. Horne merely said in introducing 
this resolution that it explained itself, 
and he hoped there would be no objec­
tion taken to it.

Mr. Cotton seconded the motion. In 
a short time we are to have a new line 
of steamers between here and China; 
steamers of larger tonnage than have 
ever come here to trade regularly be 
fore ami it is most important that every 
facility I» given them for rendering 
their passage in ami, out safo at all 
times ami in all weathers.

Hon. Mr. Robson said in reference to 
the motion that no one could help feel- 
ine impressed with the importance of 
more nttenliou being pan to the navi; 
nation of the waters of the Province, î'u.l without suggesting 'hstthetioi- 
eruinent have lieen especially derelici 
iu their.duty in this respect, the facl 
could not ho denied tl'"t.sj££îtt5 hpi 
remains to he done which ought tow 
done The maritime interests in this
Province are expanding rapidly, and 
with the advent of another Dee ol 
steamers to China, add the certaine 
we have of possessing another line to 
Australasia, it can be seen that every 
nrecaution should l>e taken to render 
the navigation oi these waters safe at

all ti.nesT He thought the mover, Mr. 
Horne, deserved great credit for his 
motion, aud promised that the execu­
tive would use their best influence with 
the Dominion Government iu the 
matter.

ine resolution passed unanimously. 
Mr. Brown introduced a bill to in 

corporate the Order of Mary Immacu­
late, which was read a first time and 
referred to the committee on standing 
orders.

Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill res­
pecting the Vancouver and Westmins­
ter Street Railway Co., asking for U%ve 
to amalgamate.

Hou. Mr. Beaven moved thatflhe bjlt . 
be referred to the select committee on ! 
standing orders vmh a. request to in­
sert a section providing against the 
employment of Chinese on the works 
to be undertaken in pursuance of the 
bill.

MORE ABOUT TtiE CHINESE.
In introducing this motion Mr. Bea­

ven felt that there" had arrived in the 
history of the province a period when
it was very necessary that this prin­
ciple should be adopted, more especi­
ally by this new legislature, whièh is 
fresh from the constituencies. It must, 
be known to anyone who has given the 
matter consideration that there has 
been an effort made in the Dominion 
government to take away the restrie- 
hons placed on Chinese immigra­
tion to this province, anti the 
argument used in support of that 
effort is that this legislature neglects to 
enforce the provisions against tneir em­
ployment on public works. The history 
of the struggle to get the Dominion gov- 
ernment to pass tne act imposing the 
$50 head tax on the Chinese. The great 
defect in this measure is the granting of 
return certificates, a privilege which is 
very much abused, notwithstanding the 
efficiency of the customs officers and 
the care taken by them. The charac­
teristics of the race render it a not diffi­
cult matter for them to evade this law. 
The sum of fifty dollars is not adequate 
to stem the influx of Chinese, as it is 
well known that if contractors want 
this labor they Mill pay the poll tax out 
of their own pockets so as to , get the 
Chinese in. Mr. Beaven had, during 
the construction of the C. P. R.. seen as 
many as 900 to 1000 Chinese landed in 
this Province in one day, aud if we un­
dertake any more extensive railway 
construction we shall ^ee a repetition 
of this practice of importing Chinese.
I here was one road being constructed 
in the interior of Bntish Columbia on 
which Mr. Beaven was proud to say 
that the contractors had not em­
ployed one Chinaman (hear hear). And 
in the adjoining state of Washington 1 
where extensive public works had been 
undertaken it had not been found 
necessary to employ Chinese.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the time 
to treat this question would be when 
the bill was before the House. Then 
he would be prepared to deal with the 
question fairly and honestly on its 
merits.

Hon. Mr. Beaven held that this was 
the time to bring up the matter, and 
quoted the late Hon. Alexander E. 
Davie as a precedent.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the leader 
of the opposition was now trying to do 
that which he condemned the attorney- 
general for doing a few moments since, 
in asking the House to commit itself to 
a principle which was not before the 
House. This might or might not be a 
bill in which a prohibitory Chinese 
clause might be advisable; it would be 
better therefore to wait and see. Mr. 
Robson said that the hon. leader of the 
opposition was in reality depopulariz- 
ing this question by dangling the Chin­
ese under one’s nose till the question 
positively stank.

Mr. Booth said the hon. member has 
not claimed that the House has any 
right to insert such a clause.

Hon. Mr. Pooley referred to the 
practice in the British House of Com­
mons regarding the passage of such a 
measure as the present.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the House had 
not only not seen the bill but it might 
never see it, for the committee on pnv- 
ate bills might never report upon ifc 
Besides this it was clearly wrong for 
the House to dictate to the^committee.
It cannot be suggested, however, that 
the objection to pass this motion is an 
attempt to shirk the Chinese question, 
because it is one that must be dealt 
with sooner or later, and on which 
every member of the House must place 
himself on record. But the question 
now is whether the present is the right 
time to consider this motion.

Mr. Cotton thought the motion intro­
duced by Mr. Beaven was one the 
House should adopt. The Attorney- 
General had said that there was no at­
tempt to shirk this question; Mr. Got­
ten was of opinion that in a certain 
sense the refusal to adopt this amend­
ment was shirking the question, besides 
imposing on the House a serious loss of 
time. He thought that as the present 
Gill asked for certain rights, it was only 
proper that the House should be able 
to say on what grounds those rights 
should be granted, and there was noth­
ing unreasonable in asking the com­
mittee to insert this clause (hear, hear), 
it could not be denied that if this 
Chinese qdestion were placed before 
the people to-day we should find an 
overwhelming majority in favor of re­
striction, and Mr. Cotton thought the 
House should be guided bv that opinion.

Mr. Brown said that tne amendment 
proposed by the member for Victoria is 
simply giving the right to the committee 
to legislate as to whether the Chinese 
clause should go into the bill or not, 
be had sufficient confidence In the com­
mittee to vote for the amendmeiv, hut

he was in the position of a number 
of others who doubted whether, 
in the interest of fair play, it was 
proper to put this clause into 
this bill or not. Of course the House 
has no right to interfere with individ­
uals employing Chinese, but it was dif­
ferent with companies seeking fran? 
ehises from the Mouse. With regard 
to enforcing the non-employment of 
Chinese in any capacity, if ft were com­
petent for this House to pass such a 
measure, he would hold up both hands 
for it. Therefore he would support 
such a clause in any bill asking a fran­
chise from the House necessitating the 
eraplo;. ment of fctbor. But the present | e . 
bill merely asks for the right to amal­
gamate. , t

Mr. Horne, individually, *was very * 
much against the employment of Chi­
nese, and thought the House should in- . 
sert in all private bills à Chinese re- 

» strictive clause, but he thought the pve- i 
, sent was not a proper time to insert , 

that clause.
Mr. Semlin thought the objee't of .this ; 

resolution was to gain the concensus o£j,. 
opinion in the house as to whether 
not the employment of Chinese is pre­
judicial to the interests of the Province.
If the House is of that opinion, it might 
as well declare it now. It was not on 
thia particular bill that the question 
was brought up, Ireeause iu the 
portion of the ceuntry to which 
it refers there is no need 
of employing Chinese. There is plenty 
of white labor. But it,is not so in other *
parts of the province. This, therefore, 
was as opportune a time for gaining the 
opinion of the House on the question, 

i and he should voté for Mr. Heaven’s 
amendment accordingly.

Mr. Keith in view of the conflicting I 
^tttfements of both leaders as to the 
constitutionality of this proceeding, 
said it was difficult for •“greenlgyrnr*- 
to understand what really was right.
He asked whether if Be House gave 
certain instructions t6 the committee, I * 
the House was necessarily bouncÿ by | $
those instructions?

Mr. Beaven answered that such was
not the case; and the speaker further 
informed the hon. member that the 
House is supreme in all cases. Mr.
Keith proceeded to state that he was as 
strongly in favor of the exclusion of 
Chinese as anyone; but could noi un­
derstand certain hon. members who 
argue in the same way, yet when a mo­
tion is brought forward they are dia­
metrically opposed to it and vote ac­
cordingly. It seemed to him that there 
must be something strange in the House 
itself; something wrong in such double 
dealing.

Mr. Croft enquired whether the pre­
sent motion was in order, and was re­
ferred by the speaker to the ruling given 
on this question on the 26 January.

After some remarks by Messrs. Mar­
tin & Rogers opposing tne amendment,
Mr. Grant said there seemed to be some 
extraordinary arguments advanced as 
to the propriety of introducing this 
question now. This is a question that 
a number of gentlemen do not want to 
look squarely in the face. He had ex­
pressed his views upon it more than 
once, but he was not'pre pared tq go so 
far as some members as to say the Chi­
nese should not be given a day’s work 
here. He would not say that until the 
Government was prepared to pay their 
passage back to their own country, or 
else find them honest employment 
whereby to obtain the means of living.
As to the present occasion it was a pro­
per one for getting the standing of 
every member of the House on the Chi­
nese question; because w'hen the bill is 
allowed to go into committee and come 
up for second reading there is no ree- 
ord of;who voted for or against the 
clause in committee, ^Therefore it was 
advisable that everyone’s record should 
be had on this question. For this rea­
son Mr. Grant would cast his vote for 
the motion of the honorable leader of 
the opposition.

Mr. Hunter thought it would not be 
fair to interfere with the rights of the

Çrivate bills committee in this way.
he hon. member for Vancouver (Mr. 

Cotton) had intimated that lion, mem­
bers on this (the government) side of 
the House were inclined to shirk the 
question. He thought there was no 
member of the House so inclined, but 
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Cotton) Mr. 
Hunter must say has been rather more 
inclined to pat his opinions in type 
rather thanv—

Mr. Cottoà—I challenge the hon. 
member foiy Comox to prove that I* 
have ever said anything In type that I 
have not expressed on the floor of this 
House; and I ask him as a straightfor­
ward, courteous gentleman to either 
prove or withdraw that statement. I 
think when this House knows me bet-, 
ter it will see that I have the courage to 
express my convictions here.

Mr. Hunter withdrew the statement 
voluntarily.

Mr. Smith opposed the amendment.
Dr. Milne seconded the amendment, 

holding that if the Chinese were a men­
ace ana a danger to the country when 
the law of restriction yas passed, they 
are equally so now. He considered 
therefore that the proper time to secure 
the views of the House on the subject 

. was at ttie present time and not at the'
* second reading. And the present bill 

called particularly for the insertion of 
this clause, because the line operates in 
a district where plenty of white labor 

; can be obtained, and where white 
I labor should be encouraged. In 1886 in 

the interior of the country there were 
five Chinamen to one white man em­
ployed; if statistics could be obtained 
to-day it would be found that there are 
ten dhinamen to one white man. They 
wofk in the mines and drain the conn 
try of its gold, and what do they give 
in return? Dr. Milne hoped to see the 
vesoluliqa pass.
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Hon. Mr. Turner and Mr. Foster 
spoke briefly and the question was put, 
resulting in the defeat of the amend­
ment by 28 to 6.

Ayes 0—Grant, McKenzie. Cotton, 
Seuilin, Beaven, Milne.

!» 24—Kitchen, Fletcher, Robson, 
-.‘-y, Turner, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, 

Anderson, Nason, Hall, Booth, Stod- 
dart. Sword. Horne, Smith, Foster, 
Eberts, Davie, Vernon, Keith. Baker, 
Brown. >
SHUSWAP AND OKANAGON GUARANTEE.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second 
reading of the Shuswap Railway Guar­
antee Amendment Bill, which was to 
provide for the “bonds,” and not 
“coupons," as "provided in the original 
Bill, being signed by means of a print­
ed fae simile of the signature of the 
Minister ofcFinauce.

, The Bill/was read a second time, and 
referred to a committee of the House, 
Mr. Cotton in the chair.

The Bill was reported complete with 
amendments, the report to be consider­
ed Monday. ,,

THE ASSESSMENT ACT.
On motion of the Hon. Mr. Turner, 

the house went into committee oil the 
message of his honor of 4th February, 
with the Assessment act.

The committee rose, reported pro­
gress, and the house adjourned at (i 
o’clock.

NOTICES OK MOTION.
Mr. Smith—Monday—Returns of cor­

respondence and all papers connected 
with the intestate estate of the late D. 
M. Martin, ofLUfooet..

Mr. Cottou^Monday—To introduce 
an Act to amend the Vancouver Incor­
poration Ayt of 1880, and the Vancou­
ver Incorporation Act of 1889-90.

THE LEGISLATURE.
THE PREMIERS POLITE SIMILE 

ON JOHN CHINAMAN.

A Little Adventure of the Attorney-Gen­
eral—The Libel Bill Not Quite Fair to 
the Newspaper» Yet—The James Bay 
Mud Flats, etc.

Friday, Feb. 6.
The speaker^took ' the chair at 2 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. McLeod,-
Col. Baker presented a petition from 

the Upper Columbia & Kootenay Navi­
gation, Tramway and Railway Co., 
praying for incorporation.

Mr. Eberts, on othalf of a company, 
to construct a railroad from Victoria to 
Beachy Bay.

Mr. Cotton introduced a bill to incor­
porate the New Westminster &Burrard 
Inlet Telephone Co.

On the motion to refer this bill to the 
private bills committee Mr. Beaven 
moved in amendment that the commit­
tee be requested to insert clauses re­
stricting the employment of Chinese 
upon the work to be undertaken.

Mr. McKenzie seconded the motion t 
without speaking to it.

Hon. Mr. Robson remarked that the 
leader of the Opposition appeared de­
termined to put John Chinaman wrong 
end foremost into the House under cir­
cumstances, and at times calculated 
seriously to injure the cause he (Mr. 
Beaven) appears to have so much at 
heart. The premier stated that he was 
ready to deal with this question fairly 
when the Lime cahie up, but the present 
was not the proper time. But bring- ; 
ing this matter up so persistently aim- j 
ply means fighting the battle over1 
twice.

The question was put and resulted in 
a defeat of the amendment by 5 for, 17 
agaiggt.

Ayes 5—Beaven, Semlin, McKenzie, 
Milne, Cotton.

Nays 17 Baker, Hall, Fletcher,Rogers, 
Booth, Stoddard, Eberts, Vernon, 
Davie, Robson, Pooley, Turner, Ofoft, 
Brown, Smith. Kitchen, Sword.

Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill to in­
corporate the British Columbia Dyking 
ana Improvement Co.

Mr. Beaven moved his amendment, 
sayine as he did so that no threats of 
the Provincial Secretary would turn 
him from doing his duty (hear, hear). 
This question, said Mr. Beaven, is one 
of the most important that will come 
before the House this session.

The Premier—The hon. gentleman is 
killing it all the same.

Mr. Beaven answered1 that he was 
not responsible for the votes of hon. 
members. He had endeavored to show 
to the House the reasons that should 
guide them in giving ttieir decision in 
this matter-, but the Provincial Secre­
tary and his satellites always think the 
time is inopportune to express their 
opinions upon it. They haven’t even 
got the backbone to formulate a policy 
upon it, and although they are all ready 
to talk in favor of the restriction of 
Chinese, they are never ready to vote 
against it. "The time is inopportune.”

Mr. Robson thought that the House i 
had sat on this question in the most I 
emphatic manner.

The question was put, aud resulted 
in a similar vote to the previous one.

Mr. Kitchen introduced the bill of 
the Burrard Inlet and Fraser River 
Valley railroad company.

Mr. Beaven pointed out that as this 
bill referred to the incorporation of a 
railway, he gave the provincial secre­
tary credit for the ordinary intelli­
gence of knowing that it required labor 
$o construct that road, and It was very 
necessary that that labor should not be 
Chinese.

The same vote was cast, the nays be­
ing reinforced by the arrival of two

> government members.
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when Mr. Duck brought it up.

Hon. Mr. Robeon did not recollect 
i his doing so. , \ ,

Mr. Semlin did nôt pretend to be 
1 very clear on the subject, but he was 
strongly of the opinion that he had 
heard the leader of the Opposition refer 
td it when Mr. Duck brought it up. 
Mr. Semlin certainly could not remem 
her thatjhe had got his knowledge of it 
anywhere else. As far as the Attorney- 
General was concerned, he has been a 
memlier for Victoria city for the past 
eight years, and in view of that it was 
not his place to reflect on his colleague 
for dereliction of duty.

Hon. Mr. Pooley remarked that the 
resolution of Mr. Duck referred only to 
what are known as the James Bay mud 
flats, and there was nothing about an 
acre of land. ,

Mr. Grant read the deed-transferring 
the acre of land in question to the H.B. 
C. It had only recently come to his 
knowledge that there was a doubt about 
the title of a portion of this land, but 
he considered that it should be given to 
the city. He thought this one of the 
small concessions that ihe government 
might make.

Mr Robson—It is a very great con­
cession.

Mr. Grant—Not so great as the num­
ber of lots and squares that have been 
given to New Westminster.

Mr. Robson—They have only been 
given the right to sell them. >

Mr. Grant—If we had the right to sell 
Beacon Hill Park, the city would real­
ize a great deal ovgr it.

Mr. Robson» explained that as the city 
of New Westminster found they had a 
surplus of squares they asked leave to 
sell some of them so as to raise iyoney 
for public works. The Government in 
authorizing them to do so gave them no 
concession.

The motion was carried.
Mr. Baker introduced a bill to amend 

the Crows Nest & Kootenay Railway 
Act, 1888, aud Mr. Beaven followed 
w ith the Chinese restriction clause, of 
which he had given notice.

The same vote was cast tor it.
Mr. Brown asked the chief commis- 

s ioner of lands and works: Is it the in­
tention of the Government to construct 
during this year, a traffic bridge across 
the Put river at some point near its 
confluence with the Fraser?

Hon. Mr. Vernon regretted that he 
could not say what the Government’s 
intention was in this matter.

Mr. Brown asked the leader of the 
Government — “ Would the Govern­
ment look upon a traffic bridge over 
the Fraser at New Westminster as a 
work of provincial importance, rank 
ing as an undertaking entitled to sub­
stantial aid from the provincial treas­
ury ?

“Also, in the event of the municipali­
ties directly interested undertaking, 
with the assistance of the Dominion 
Government, to build a traffic bridge 
or (in conjunction with a railway com­
pany) a combined railway and traffic 
bridge, across the Fraser at New West 
minster, would the provincial govern­
ment aid the work by a grant of 
moneyj”

Mr. Robson (to first question): Yes, 
certainly; but (to second, as to what 
material aid, if any, the Government | 
would be prepared to give, would be a j 
matter for consideration.

SHUSWAP GUARANTEE ACT.
In reply to a query from Mr. Cotton 

as to the security which the Govern­
ment held for these bonds, Hon. Mr. 
Turner and Mr. Davie gave replies, 
which elicited from the several mem­
bers for Vancouver a more definite 
reply-Mr. Sword, to bring the question to 
a point, moved that the House go into 
committee on the bill.

Whereupon Mr. Davie called upon 
the hon. member to either declare him­
self a member of the Opposition at 
once, and not go masquerading as an 
Independent, wnlle he endeavored to 
place the Government in as false a 
position as any of its most direct en­
emies could dc. He insinuated that 
Mr. Cotton was responsible for Mr.
Sword's motion. Hé withdrew his mo­
tion to adopt the report;

Mr. Cotton did not propose to take 
mpthe time of the House in using lan­
guage such, as the Attorney-General 
had resorted to on the other side of the 
House. He would remind the hon. gen­
tleman that in his position he had not 
only his own dignity and that of 
the House to maintain, but also 
that of the crown (hear, hear). Mr. 
Cotton assured the House that he had 
had nothing whatever 10 do with Mr. 
Sword’s resolution; as a matter of fact 
he had declined to second it. It was 
no doubt due more to ignorance of the 
question than anything else that the 
Attorney-General had failed in giving 
the required information.

Mr. Davie wished to state to the 
House that if he had said anything 
offensive to the hon. gentleman he 
would withdraw those statements; but 
he wished to say that if there was one 
gentleman more than another who 
appreciated Mr. Cotton properly it was 
the senior member for Vancouver. 
Mr. Davie then went on to read (an 
article in the News-Advertiser of Feb. 
5th, which he accused Mr. Cotton of 
writing.

Mr. Sword rose to explain that lie 
had moved the resolution to gb into 
committee on his own responsibility.

Mr. Beaven said that the motion to 
withdraw the report of the bill was a 
wise step of the Attorney-General, 
under the circumstances. My. Davie 
assumed that the sen or member for 
Vancouver had written the articles re­
furred to in the News- Advertiser simply 
because Mr. Cotton was editor-in-chief 
of that paper- Now if the Attorney- 
Genera),had the smallest instincts of a 
gentUfèmn, he would have believed the 
word of the hou. member when he had 
stated jto the House that he had had 
nothing to do with writing these arti­
cles. The first time that tiie Attorney- 
General came particularly to the notice 
ef Mr. Beaven was when Mr. Heaven's 
Government was in power, aud the . 
parties were very evenly divided, so 
that*» member or two cither way would I 
lead to the defeat of the Government. ! 
Mr. Darie undertook a plan to get a : 
certain gentleman up to inspect the 
Mat>qtii bank, at a time when his vote ; 
va* n»»ed*»d tin» foTTowieg day "in mi

important division. The member al­
lowed himself to be escorted by Mr 
Davie on board the steamer over 
n?ht ,Pe him l<> bed, but
when Mr. Davie had gone away, 
he got up and went home, to 
come down to the House next day. 
When the division bell rang the mem- 

out, to the‘bitter dis- 
tomfort of Mr. Davie. Mr. Davie 
should not begin to talk about members 
of the House, but rather adopt the 
better plan of endeavoring to become a
(Uughter® Clt ZCn °f thh coram,mity

Mr. Davie |iad no recollection of the
tlanCe-8f°î lhe ca8€| but w°uld 

like to know if that member was one of 
drunk in a 8ai°°u

mL uty 11 nt , eir vote was wanted.
Jr0Wn r?ferre,d to the pleasure 

exPe7e?ced in the resuscita­
tion of these Political corpses, and here'1
cïuinTitew on the speaker
calling me House to order.

MK. DAVIE’S LIBEL BILL.
hSViMintrodll0ed hi« 111*1 bill 

which he said was taken from the Oc- 
n.m°2lW.r tb one or two exceptions:
ahruitH*n Çublic meetingsshould not be privileged, because a*v 
one might prompt ;m irresponsible per 
sonito slander a man under the cover 
of a report of a public meeting The 
°‘b" i”!?1"" was that no notice 
should be given a newspaper proprietor
“ibel lnlent t0 in,titute 11,1 action f„r

Hon. M-. Beaven was glad to see that Sr®"» b«l followed a good law. bit 
if he had left it alone and introduced it 
n ,ts entirety, it would have been a far

vdtvTh.0? He did not ““'ferstand 
why the clause regard n g the notice in writing which should be* rorr!T„n "

Tmèffhl Pr°p*Je.tor «as omitted 
Surely It was only fair to give a net- ron an opportunity of exulaming or ri- 

statement. This is*meof 
he gieat defects of the present lilx-ll‘wj“d 1" the bil1 of wbi=^ Mr”Bear 

en had given notice, provision wasr;eVeÎTi th>. Mi i,eaveu «‘-O;tegretted the omission of the clause re- 1 
Ut]“? to Public Tueetings. He would 

■* Jhf , S?y T0te for the second reading of£ the rÏÏhî,t.-P’ lb0U*b » «mall Jnë I 
m the right direction, hoping that thecommittee.W0U'd e^ecled in 

...hif bemlbi would also vote for the

ÜCÏïffdency towards liberalizing the law to 
’'.'•nfe!1? Were ounce rued, but 
wh! l 1 f?1” to want the very clause
which wotil'l effect that. He hoped the amendments would be made S corn

Mr. Cotton thought that at least one I 
clear day’s notice, time to admit of an­
other issue of the paper, should be j 
allowed before taking action on an I 
alleged libel.

Hon. Mr. Davie assented to this.
Mr. Grant pointed out the difficulties 

that often exist in a small community j 
in the verification of news where a man | 
has so many different things to attend 
to. He thought it only fair that notice 
should be given.

Mr. Pooley objected to the clause 
compelling a man vindicating his char­
acter to put up security for costs.

The I ill was read a second time.
NOTICES OP MOTION.

Mr. Sword—Monday—Returns show- j 
ing the icreage, ownership and situa- j 
lion of all land assessed for wild land j 
tax, when the acreage in any Individ- r 
ual assessment exceeds 500 acres, the 
avreage, ownership ami situation of 
all lands (not being the property of the 
Crown) exempted from taxation, and 
the reason for such exemption; what 
timber lands under lease are assessed, 
tlie holder of same and valuation: all 
existing timber leases, the holders, sit- i 
nation of limits, terms, aud how far 
those terms have been cofliplied with. 

Hon. Mr. Beaven—To refer the Chi- 
, nese exclusion clauses to the committee 

on railways, with a request to insert 
them in the bills to incorporate the 
Nelson & Fort Sheppard R. R. Co.; to 
incorporate the Burrard Inlet Railway 
A- Ferry Co., lo incorporate the Chill'i-
whack R. R. Co. ____-

Mr. Kllo’ieri—To ime t in the Bill for 
the benefit of mechanics and labon%*>. 
sections to provide that all persons von- 
"tracting for supply of timber or logs 
shall demand from the person supply­
ing said logs, a pay toll of the wages 
due his iuelu to make the persons re* 
eeiving the 'logs liable for the men's 
wages, if payment is made to the eon 
tractor, without requiring production 
<>£ pay-roll; the amounts due. as per 
pay-roll to be retained fur the men.

Mr. Brown—To introduce a Bill to 
prohibit the sale or gift of tobacco to 
minora in certain cases.

QUESTION.
Mr. Sword—Monday—(a)—What ap­

plications to purchase under section 
of the Lund Act are now subject to for­
feiture ?

(b) —What land has been applied for 
underi this Action, the purchase of 
which has not/been completed ?

(c) —What are the names of the par­
ties \vho have not completed the pur­
chase under this suction, the dates of 
their application, the sitnatioifs and 
acreages ?

Mr. l>avie Théorisés as te What 
Have Happened—Mr. Pooley 1 
the Militia Were Wanted—Th 
Matter, etc., etc.

Monday, Fe
The speaker took the chaii 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Coverdal 

son.
Mr. Martin reported that the 

ing orders had been complied ^ 
the petition of the Burrard Iule 
way and Ferry Co.

Mr. Cotton for the present dr 
the Greer matter from the orders

NEW BILLS.
Mr. Cotton—An act to ameul 

Vancouver Incorporation Act el 
and the Vancouver Incorpol 
Amendment Acts of 1889, 1890. 
a first time.

Mr. Milne, Sunday Observance^ 
Read a first time, and placed for e 
reading on Wednesday.

Mr. Martin—The Nelson and V 
Telegraph Co.; also to incorpora 
Vernon and Okauagon Railway 
Both were read a first time.

Mr. Rogers—To amend the As 
and Cariboo Railway Act, 1890.

Mr. Smith movea for all retu 
correspondence and telegrams F 
cerniug the intestate estate of thL 
D. M. Martin, who died in LillooM 
trict about the month of October,! 
specitiying therein whether the 
erty was sold by private sale or 
auction; the total amount realise 
such sale ; the expenses incurie 
Government in connection witl 
estate, and what disposition has 
made of the balance, if any.—Ass 
to. '

THE WELLINGTON DETACHMEN
Mr. Keith moved that a select 

mittee be appointed to inquirè int 
cause that lea to the late strike or 
out at the Wellington coal mine, 
power to send for persons and pa 
Said committee to consist of M< 
Forster, Semlin, Booth, Hall am 
mover.

Mr. Keith remarked, that in m<| 
this resolution, he did so in the I 
that the information obtained nl 
lead the House te enact such leg 
tion as would do away with such < 
trophies as that whicti occurred in I 
last, by which some six hundred f 
most of them with families depen| 
upon them, were thrown out of m 
Ever since then, things have been 
very unsettled state; some of the I 
stayed on here, others went away. | 
men have suffered by the loss pf iL 
wages, but the province has sut» 
very great loss as well. For some |
the miners were in daily hopes th

pe

Iasi

speedy settlement weuld be arrive® 
but, no; instead of drawing nearer 
each other, employer and employe i 
drawn further away. A few week 
ter the strike the miners were sef 
with a writ to vacate their hoi 
which were owned by the Robert I)J 
muir company, and they were 
seven days in which to clear out. 
speaker did not oppose the right ofl 
man to his own property, but in I 
case he could not help saying thl 
was one of the greatest hardships r 
could well be inflicted. It was oil 
those things we don’t even read al| 
once in a century. Their homes, 
knows, were miserable enough 
were the most miserable i 
that white people could be asked tol 
in. They had been in the first rl 
built bv the Chinese, and vacateal 
the white people. They did not be| 
to them, for no white people could L 
quire property from the Dunsmuir <| 
pany. Apart from this question 
were homes, and endeared to the 
pie. The destitution of these 
can be partially imagined when 
known that in the whole district 
was but one etnpty house to accoirl 
date 180 homeless families. Thai 
to the kindness of Victoria, Vancoir 
Nanaimo aud New Westminster peel 
sufficient canvas was obtained to 
tents, and here numbers of those 
lies are living to-day. To the 1: 
credit of the miners, be it said, 
went out peaceably when ordered 
has been a mercy that the weather 
been so mild so far, or the sufferingl 
these poor people would have beenr 
rible. Anti this in our boasted j 
vince of British Columbia, where ti 
is room for millions. Two weeks af 
this wholesale eviction there is, on 
requisition of three magistrates in 
tona, an armed force sent up to \ 
lington; sent up to coerce these pci 
into doing “what was right." wnc: 
there was never the slightest imenl 
on their part to do anything uulavl 
There were some six or «seven spel 
constables there, and as far .as ooull 
learned they had not made an an| 
Still the iorce was sent up, 
the lasting disgrace of the men 
signed the requisition, whoever 
were, There could be no proceecl 
more calculated to rouse a feeling 
animosity than sending an armed fl 
into such a place as Wellington, anr 
such a time. As a matter of fact 
miners placed pickets and patroll 
watch - ot only their own property,! 
that of the company, so that no* d'ail 
m’ght result. But this strike resiif 
in a manner that was worse than 
loss of the miners wages. Therl 
positive proof that the company vis! 
Seattle and San Francisco aud broi| 
back to this Province the scum of 
country to work alongside honest il 
Mr. Keith hoped that the resolur 
wou(d result in such laws as would 
vent the painful reeurrenoe of such|

! event.
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Mr. !•»»!« Theorizes as to What Might 
Hove Happened—Mr. Pooler Positive 
the Militia Were Wanted—The Mnlr 
Matter, etc., etc.

Monday, Feb. 6.
The speaker took the chair at 2 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Coverdale Wat­

son.
Mr. Martin reported that the stand­

ing orders had been complied with in 
the petition of the Burrard Inlet Rail­
way and Ferry Co.
“T- Cotton for the present dropped 

the (rreer matter from the orders.
NEW BILLS.

^ Mr. Cotton—An act to amend the 
Vancouver Incorporation Act of 1886, 
and the Vancouver Incorporation 
Amendment Acts of 1889, 1890. Read 
a first time.

Mr. Milne, Sunday Observance Act. 
Read a first time, and placed for second 
reading on Wednesday.

Mr. Martin—The Nelson and Vernon 
Telegraph Co.; also to incorporate the 
Vernon and Okanagon Railway Co.— 
Both were read a first time.

Mr. Rogers—To amend the Ashcroft 
and Cariboo Railway Act, 1890.

Mr. Smith moved for all returns of 
correspondence and telegrams con­
cerning the intestate estate of the late 
D. M. Martin, who died in Lillooet dis­
trict about the month of October, 1889; 
specitiying therein whether the prop­
erty was sold by private sale or public 
auction; the total amount realised by 
such sale ; the expenses incurred by 
Government in connection with the 
estate, and what disposition has been 
made of the balance, if any.—Assented 
to. . e

THE WELLINGTON DETACHMENT.
Mr. Keith moved that a select com­

mittee be appointed to inquirè into the 
cause that lea to the late strike or lock­
out at the Wellington coal mine, with 
power to send for persons and papers. 
Said committee to consist of Messrs. 
Forster, Semlin, Booth, Hall and the 
mover.

I Mr. Keith remarked, that in moving 
this resolution, he did so in the hope 
that the information obtained might 
lead the Home te enact such legisla­
tion as would do away with such catas­
trophes as that which occurred iu May 
last, by which some six hundred men, 
most of them with families dependent 
y>on them, were thrown out of work. 
Ever since then, things have been in a 
very unsettled state; some of the men 
stayed on here, others went away. The 
men have suffered by the loss of their 
wages, but the province has stiffered 
very great loss as well. For some time 
the miners were in daily hopes that a 
speedy settlement would be arrived at; 
but, no; instead of drawing nearer to 
each other, employer and employe were 
drawn further away. A few weeks af­
ter the strike the miners were served 
with a writ to vacate their homes, 
which were owned by the Robert Duns- 
muir company, and they were given 
seven days in which to clear out. The 
speaker did not oppose the right of any 
man to his own property, but in this 
case he could not help saying that it 
was one of the greatest hardships that 
could well be inflicted. It was one of 
those things we don’t even read about 
once in a century. Their homes, God 
knows, were miserable enough; they 
were the most miserable shacks 
that white people could be asked to live 
in. They had been in the first place 
built by the Chinese, and vacated for 
the white people. They did not belong 
to them, for no white people could ac­
quire property from the JDunsmuir com­
pany. Apart from this question they 
were homes, and endeared to the peo­
ple. The destitution of these people 
can be partially imagined when it is 
known that in the whole district there 
was but pne empty house to accommo­
date 180 homeless families. Thanks 
to the kindness of Victoria, Vancouver, 
Nanaimo and New Westminster people, 
sufficient canvas was obtained to make 
tents, and here numbers of those fami­
lies are living to-day. To the lasting 
credit of the miners, be it said, they 
went out peaceably when ordered. It 
has been a mercy that the weather has 
been so mild so far, or the sufferings of 
these poor people would have been ter- ! 
rible. And this in our boasted Pro- ' 
vince of British Columbia, where there 
is room for millions. Two weeks after 
this wholesale eviction there is, on the 
requisition of three magistrates in Vic­
toria, an armed force sent up to Wel­
lington; sent up to coerce these people 
into doing "what was right.” whereas 
there was never the slightest intention

! on their part to do anything unlawful. 
There were some six or «seven special 
constables there, and as far as could lie 
learned they had not made an arrest. 
Still the force was sent up, to 
the lasting disgrace of the men who 
signed the requisition, whoever they 
were, There could be no proceeding 
more calculated to rouse a feeling of 
animosity than sending an armed force 
into such a place as Wellington, and at 
such a time. As a matter of fact the 
miners placed pickets and patrols to 
watch trot only their own property, but 
that of the company, so that no* danger 
might result. But this strike resulted 
in a manner that was worse than the 
loss of the miners wages. There is 
positive proof that the company visited 
Seattle and San Francisco and brought 
back to this Province the scum of that 
country to work alongside honest men. 
Mr. Keith hoped that the resolution 
would result in such laws as would pre­
vent the painful recurrence of such au 
event.

Mr. tester seconded the resolution 
saying that he expected the proposition 
to appoint a committee would be met 
with the objection that such a proceed­
ing interfered with private rights. But 
he pointed out the nature and danger 
of the coal mining industry, and held 
that the Government had a right to en­
quire into it. He had an interest in 
this question and could not let it pass 
without expressing the hope that the 
Government would see their way this 
session to bettering the state of the coal 
miner.

Mr. Robson said this is a subject that 
may be viewed differently by honorable 
members. The resolution asked for the 
appointment of a select committee to 
enauire into the causes thaUed to Un­
lock-out at Wellington, consequently it 
asks for a committee to enquire into
Minces between a private company 
and their employes, ft Is very, difficult 
to judge to what extent the Govern­
ment or the House may go in a ques­
tion of that kind, although it might 
fairly be considered in the public inter- 
est to inquire into this particular case 
with a view to possible future legisla­
tion to prevent à recurrence. Every­
one must regret this occurrence which 
has resultedin so much loss not only io 
the miners themselves, but also to the 
1 rovince by the paralysing of an impor- 
ant industry. Mr. Robsen, however, 
would like te have seen the resolution 
given wider scope instead of being re­
stricted to one particular company. He 
complimented Mr. Keith en having 
brought the matter up.

Hon. Mr. Pooley opposed the motion 
as out of order, adding that it intended 
to interfere with personal rights. He 
had been counsel for Messrs. Dunsmuir 
in the legal proceedings against the 
miners, and in that capacity nad been 
in a position to learn a good deal about 
the question. He was of opinion that 
there was danger apprehended before 
the militia were spnt up.

Mr. Brown did not wish to take part 
in this debate, but he could not help 
seeing that the hon. President of the 
Council looked at it from a point of 
view very different to that of a majority 
of the people of British Columbia. His 
view was that the owner of a coal mine 
has the right of absolute dictation. The

general public did not think that. Mr.
irown was in Wellington in 1877 and 

also in the recent lockout, and he had 
to admit, on the testimony that he 
gathered, that he saw no necessity, on 
either occasion, for the calling out of 
the military. He ventured to say that 
if three magistrates in Vancouver, Vic­
toria or anywhere else signed a requisi­
tion for an armed force to garrison 
New Westminster, the people there 
would not take it as quietly as the 
miners at Wellington, though he did-^ 
not wish to say that his people were 
lawless.

Hon. Mr. Speaker here ruled that the 
motion was perfectly in order.

Mr. McKenzie also maintained that 
there was no real necessity whatever 
for the sending of a force o*f militia to 
Wellington. As to holding processions 
and demonstrations, there was no harm 
in that.

Mr. Booth, as one of the committee, 
did not think that much good was to be 
be derived from confining the resolu­
tion to one particular case. He asked 
the mover to Withdraw it and reintro­
duce it in a more comprehensive shape 
He was quite sure that the leaders of* 
the strike did not intend that any harm 
should be donej but in cases like this 
no one can be responsible for what 
may be done. He thought, too, that 
there was no reason to find fault with 
the sending of the militia to Welling­
ton; it was only a feeling of sentiment 
against it.

Hon. Mr. Davie went into consider­
able detail to show that the sending of 
the militia was a wise precaution, and 
also undertook to show what disastrous 
consequences might have resulted if 
the force had not oeen sent up.

The resolution was carried unani­
mously.

THE J. N. MUIR MATTER.
Mr. McKenzie moved that a select 

committee, composed of Messrs. Milne, 
Brown, Cotton, Baker and the mover, 
be appointed for the purpose ef enquir­
ing into the circumstances connected 
with the refusal of the board of examin­
ers for 1890 to grant a certificate of 
qualification to teach in the public 
schools to J. N. Muir, or to any other 
teacher applying for a certificate on 
grounds other than a qualifying exam­
ination. with power to call for persons, 
papers, and the documents bearing on 
the subject, and to examine witnesses 
in connection therewith.

Mr. McKenzie pointed out that in the 
returns sent down to the House on this 
question there was no explanation 
whatever of the board having refused 
Mr. Muir’s certificate, and he therefore 
had good cause of complaint. This 
certificate was Mr. Muir’s means of 
living, and when a man is deprived of 
his means of living ii^. this Province, 
things go hard witn him. Jt was be­
lieved that he had had some disputes 
with the Superintendent of Education, 
but that was previous to his application 
of 1890. If he had offended, he had 
been punished, and it was not right 
that that punishment should be made 
continuous.

Hon. Mr. Robson said he would have I 
to oppose this resolution on several 
grounds. In the first place there 

i fs now no board of examining 
teachers in existence. The duties of 
the board close immediately they have 
finished their work and handed in their 
report; so that there is no board to call 
to account. Another g» ound is that 
it would be highly improper to call 
a board of gentlemen, vouatituted for 
such a purpose, to account for reasons 
for plucking one candidate and passing 
another. It must be obvious that no 
gentleman of auy independence ot 
mind would refuse to act on such a

S

board. Mr. Robson thought it would 
be foolishness and well as, wrong to
ass such a resolution, ifhd he must
istinctly oppose it.
He referred the House to the report of 

the committee of last session on this 
matter. As to the minister’s certificate 
of good character, it was, practically 
annuulled before the school certificate 
was refused The character that rev. 
gentleman would givc-Mr. Muir now 
would be of an entirely different kind, 
because he has made discoveries since 
as to the moral character and standing 
of that gentleman which would make it 
impossible for him to grant a certificate.

Mr. Semlin explained that the board 
of examiners mi^ht have ceased, but 
th^Afltion had not. If that action 
created a hardship which exists now, 
the House could call them to account, 
and from this resolution it is plain that 
a hardship does exist. Mr. Semlin 
thought thaf a reflection on a man’s 
private character came with a very bad 
grace from the- leader of the Govern­
ment. It is very strange that this man 
held some of the highest educational 
offices in the Province, and has been 
specially commended by the depart­
ment; but the moment he has the cour­
age to disagree with that departmént 
they discover that he is not. and has 
not been a competent teacher, nor a tit 
and proper jierson to teach in the pub­
lic schools

Hon. Mr. Davie contended that the 
gentlemen constituting the board were 
above reproach, and incapable of act­
ing unfairly.

Hon. Mr. Beavou while agreeing with 
this p fluted out the fact that both Mr. 
A nlei sua and Mr. Pope, of that board, 
•vevc Government employes. He also

pointed out that by statute any person 
who had a teacher’s certificate on the 
1st January, 1888, should be entitled to 
have that certificate renewed till 1898. 
Mr. Muir had that qualification. Why 
was not the law complied with?

Mr. Grant liked to see fair play, and 
as Mr. Muir seemingly had nothing to 
fear from an investigation in this case 
the Government ought not to. Mr. 
Grant drew attention to the high 
esteem in which the department hekt, 
Mr. Muir until he disagreed with them; 
and also showed that two very import­
ant letters, testifying to Mr. Muir’s 
ability and good character, were not in 
the printed report of the evidence sub­
mitted to the committee, although they 
were laid before that body.

Mr. Croft, who happened to have 
been secretary of that committee, did 
not remember any such letters, but Mr. 
Semlin assured him that they were sub­
mitted. Mr. Croft showed they were 
not in the minority report of that com­
mittee.

Messrs. Turner, Booth, Milne and , 
Brown made a few remarks, and the i 
question was put, resulting in, ayes, 8; j 
nays, 20.

Hon. Mr. Robson read a message 
from His Honor, transmitting a bill en­
titled, "An act respecting the public 
schools,’’ upon which he moved that 
the house go into committee to-mor­
row. e

Hon. Mr. Beaven submitted that the 
committee should not sit until a later 
date. The bill was a long and import­
ant one.

It was agreed that the house would 
go into committee on the bill on Wed 
nesday.

Mr. Sword moved for returns show­
ing: The acreage, ownership and situ­
ation of all lands assessed for wild land 
tax where the acreage of any individual 
assessment exceeds 500 acres; The acre­
age, ownership, and situation of all 
lands (not being the property of the 
Crown) exempted from taxation, and 
the reasons for such exemption; What 
timber lands under lease are assessed, 
the holders of same, and valuation; 
What timber lands under lease are as­
sessed, the holders of same, and valua­
tion; All existing . timber leases, the 
holders, situation of limits, terms, and 
how far these ternis .have been com­
plied with.

NOTICE OF MOTION.
Col. Baker—For a request to the Do­

minion Government for a patrol of 
Mounted Police to be sent during the 
spring from Fort Macleod to Fort 
Steele, in the Upper Kootenay Valley, 
to patrol the country between Fort 
Steele and the boundary, in view of the 
warlike actions of the Indians across 
the border.

The House rose at 6 o’clock.

LEGISLATUBE.
A ROÜND ABOUT WAY OF PASS­

ING MR. BEAYEN'S BILL.

Mr. Davie Wants to Improve the Tone 
and Ability ot the Press, Forgetting 
-That Reform Should Begin at Home— 
A Fairly Good Llbel BllI.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p. m.
Mr. Brown introduced “An Act to

Srohibit the sale or gift of Tobacco to 
Linors in certain cases.”—Read a first 

time.
Mr. Sword moved the second reading 

of the Railway bill, which provides for 
the amendment of the B. C. Railway 
Act *y adding the following sub-sec­
tion: "Notwithstanding anything con­
tained in any portion of the act, the 
company shall be liable for all damages 
done to stock of any description stray­
ing on any part of their right of way, 
except higliway crossings; unless they 
prove that such damage has beeu 
caused by the culpable negligence of 
the owner; and it shall not be imputed 
to the owner as culpable neglect that 
such stock may have got on to the right 
of way directly from land not in nis 
occupancy.”

Mr. Hunter did not think that the 
amendment was fair to the company.
He referred to the British Columbia 
Railway Act in which there is no pro­
vision for' farm crossings, but the Do­
minion act is far more strict. He 
thought, however, that the Brilish Co- 
umbia Act is thoroughly fair both to 
the farmer and the company, and 
should therefore be left alone.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the proper time 
to oppose this amendment would be on 
the second reading, and not allow it to 
go to committee. Mr. Davie would 
Be inclined to oppose the amendment 
were.it not that this parliament has a 
right to deal with the question of fenc­
ing as its own peculiar prerogative.
If the House had a right to deal with 
.this question, he would not have it re­
stricted to the railways constructed 

Xunder the British Columbia Railway 
Act.

Mr. Sword asked leave to postpone 
the debate, and the Premier moved in 
that sense.

MR. HEAVEN’S LIBEL BILL.
Hon. Mr. Beaven introduced his 

Libel Bill (No. 18) for second reading, 
and stated that he had complied with 
the wishes of hon. members to consider 
the Ontario Libel Law if it were placed 
before the House.

Hon. Mr. Davie objected to have two 
bills into committee having the same Z? 
import. His own bill was identical 
with that of the hon. leader of the Op­
position, with the exception of a couple 
of exceptions, which could readily be 
introduced in committee. Those ex­
ceptions were the privileging of a report 
of the proceedings at a public, meeting, 
and the fact of giving notic^ to a pub­
lisher of proceedings having been in­
stituted. The Attorney-General stated 
that even the newspapers did not un­
derstand now the law stood. He pro­
ceeded to state that the papers in 
Ontario do not complain of the law of 
libel; English papers do not complain.
The reason is simply that in dealing 
with public questions they attack mea­
sures, not men, or only attack 
men in conjunction with those mea­
sures. But the fact exists in this pro­
vince that the newspapers attack, not 
the measures but the private character j 
of the man. Mr. Davie remembered 
reading an article a short 'time since 
which contained the term "Honest 
John” no less than twelve times. What 
was that meant to imply but knave and 
rogue? The papers, he said, have not 
the ability to discuss public questions, 
and so they descend to gross personal 
calumny.

Mr. Semlin had voted for the Attor­
ney-General’s measure because he con­
sidered it a step in the right direction.
But when it was possible to hare the 
additional clauses in a bill already be- 
fon- ihe House, it is easier to incorpor­
ate them at once than taxe another bill 
which hadn’t them and go to .he trouble 
of inserting them. Mr. Davie com-, 
plained of the journalists of .this coun­
try revelling in personalities. Well 
about "Honest John;” there is nothing 
very bad rn that. The. English papers 

, refertQ Mr. Gladstone as the "grand 
old man,” and surely there is nothing 
libellous in that- Mr. Semlin recol­
lected something from days gone by 

j when the leader of the Government 
met a gentleihan up country and intro­
duced himself by saying "You are Mr. 

i so and so.” "Yes, but 1 don’t think^I 
have the pleasure of youracquaintancef’
"Oh ! ” said the honorable gcntlemafl,
‘•I’m Honest John.” (Laughter.) There 
was nothing libellous in thtft. Mr. 
SeiLlin hoped the present bill would be 
allowed to go to committee, as being j 
the more expeditious "inode of doing 
business. «

Mr. Brown thought the Attorney 
! General’s remarks reminded him of a 

farmer who bought a new cart, the 
j shafts of which were too long. He 
! complained that if they were too short 
I they could be spliced, but did not 
i know what to do with them as they 

were. It was the same with the Attor­
ney-General. His own- bill _ was too 
short, and he proposed to flplide it; but 
Mr. Heaven's was too long awl he did 
not know how to shorten it. It seemed 
to Mr. Brown that the best course to 
take was to commit the bill, and if the 
extra clauses were objectionable they 
eould lie amended. Mr. Brpwu dif­
fered with the statement that |he Eng­
lish papers did not complain of the 
law. He also had it on high legal 
authority that dur laws are not fair to 
the newspapers, and it is often a case 
of whether the paper chooses between 
its public duty, and standing a libel



deavoting, all over this continent, to 
break down this last bulwark of the 
workingman and trying to prevent him 
from having the Sabbath rest.

Hon. Mr. Robson would be sorry to 
have it to say that British Columbia 
should be the only Province in the 
Dominion without a Sunday law. He 
thought it would be a serious stain on 
the otherwise bright escutcheon of this 
fair Province. Unfortunately it is al­
most the case; we have a very imper­
fect Sunday law in one portion of the 
Province, "and not in another. An 
attempt was made at a previous stage

suit. There is very much of a personal 
uature'iu criticism of public men, but 
$t is not altogether confined to British 
Columbia. As a matter of fact, ac­
cording to the law, everything one sfcys 
is libellous; and the jiapers, not know­
ing exactly what the law is, have be­
come l eckless. He thought that if the 
Houses showed itself prepared to meet 
the newspapers hall-way and treat 
them fairly, it would have the effect of

Mr. Rogers referred to thè peaceable 
nature of his district, there not having 
been, so far as he knew, a criminal ease 
in the court for the last ten years (hear, 
hear). He therefore thought it was un-

THE LEGISLATURE.
1 (bëiiElïear). A law such as J 
I the House is not desirable i 
! viuce. A great deal of it is un 
i for tight here in this municip 

sons • i victed of misdemeai 
tie lied in this act are punis 
the# there are clauses which 
fliot considerable hardship c 
desirable class of the commun 
clause 5. It would prevent mi 
getting their stores, and do: 
uecqssary work at the only t 
can get an opportunity. And 
questionably the miners who 
tneir work in the mountains c 
Columbia, brought this pvovii 
what it is to-day. The minei 
miles from n store, and finds ;

the house on the question
OF SUNDAY OBSBBVANOB. ! necessary to legislate to make a man 

! good, fur if a man’s conscience will not 
I lead him to do right, no law will com- 
I pel him.e Various Opinions Advanced go to 

Show That It is Inadvisable to Inter­
fere With Individual Action—Some 
Good Oratorical Efforts.

I r Mr. Smith pointed out that a law ol 
ihis kind would work a great deal ol 
injury in the upper country, especially 
among the miners. It was a bail fea­
ture of the act that any person laying 
information should gel a portion of the 
line. ——

Mr. Marlin believed in a proper ol- 
se.r v au ce of tn e.Sab bat h, and promi-ed-w 
all his support to any measure closing 
the saloons during divine,service. Bui i. 
he diil not think it is in the interests ol 
the working man to say he shall hot go 
out and enjoy a day’s shooting, fishing 
or riding, so long as he does not annoy 
his neighbor. lie could not^ieee why 
the house should pass such an act aV 
that before it. As to excursions, - hi 
did not know but that they are .in the 
same category as other Sunday,amuse­
ments. The ho use «may pass any legis- 
iatioii it likes; it may even legislate a 
man into church, but it can’t legislate 
him into praying when it gets him there 
(hear, bear).
’ Mr. Booth, while admitting that the 
bill wanted considerable amendment, 
said he would vote forpecond reading.

Mr. Forster was opposed tol the bill, 
though he certainly was not ib favor of 
Sunday breaking. Still it it} Ut matter 
that should come from the people them­
selves (hear, hear) If the same amount 
of energy were expended in. endeavor­
ing to prevent tlie carrying ou qf works 
on Sunday, a>>ihe.re was in trying to gel 
that bill through the House, Mr. Fors­
ter could not help feeling that Sunday 
(work would uyt.se .altogether (hear,

improving their general tone. He 
hoped the present bill would be com­
mitted.

Hon. Mr. Robson thought there were 
good points in both bills, but he could 
not see that because there were some 
good things in the bill now under dis-

The Speaker took the chair at two 
o’clock. Prayers by Rev. Mr. Cover- 
dale Wation. .

Mr.JJpbwn presented a memorial 
from th/W. C. T. U., praying for the 
passage of an act prohibiting the sale 
of liquor to minors. The petition was 
received.

Mr. Kitchen moved that the quorum 
of the select committee on municipal­
ities be reduced from four tp three. 
—Carried.

Colonel Baker moved, that whereas 
considerable excitement is created in 
the mind! of the Upper Kootenay Indi­
ans by the warlike action taken by the 
Indians across the boundary; and 
whereas such excitement is likely to 
lead to trouble if it is not allayed; 
therefore be it enacted, that a respect­
ful address be presented to his honor 
the lieutenant-governor, praying him 
to move the Dominion government to 
cause a patrol of mounted police to be 
sent, during the coming spring, from 
Fort McLeod to Fort Steele in the Up­
per Kootenay valley, there to patrol ! 
the country between Fort Steele and , 
the boundary.

Hon. Mr. Kolœon said there would be : 
no objection to this, and the motion 
was carried.

SUNDAY OBSERVANCE ACT.
Dr. Milne introduced his Sunday ob­

servance act for second reading, and 
said he had followed the wishes laid 
down by the house that a measure 
should be introduced which would be 
intelligible to the people of the interior 
or upper country, as well as in the 
cities. He had copied copiously from 
the Ontario act, but had eliminated 
several points to meet the wishes of the j 
house. He hoped the bill would be en­
dorsed by hon. members, as he bad en- ; 
deavored to make it as liberal as possi­
ble.

Hon. Mr. Davie did not intend to pass 
a silent vote on this question, nor yet 
did he intend to support the second 
reading of the bill before the House. 
He was entittled to give his individual 
opinion for so doing, and he must say 
it was not in favor of the bill. For his 
part he believed in freedom of action, 
and so long as a man does not trespass 
on the rights of his neighbor he has a 
right to do as he pleases, whether on 
Sunday or any other day. The mere 
question of morals is one entirely for 
himself and his Maker. As for trying to 
legislate for morality, it is a mistake al­
together. Mr. Davie w as perfectly pre­
dated to admit that the sanctity of the 
Sabbath should be kept, because it is in 
the public interest that.it should be, and 
it is very proper that there should be a 
law preventing its desecration, and

Sing riotous behavior, but that law 
d not interfere with private rights. 
If one has a billiard room and asks a 

friend to come and have a game of bil­
liards on Sunday or any other day, he 
has a perfect right to do so. This act 
has the very same fault tliàt the old 
Elizabethan act had, to which Mr. 
Davie made reference the other day. 
The persons mentioned in clause 2, with 
the general term “or any other persons” 
simply meant those people. Therefore 
this is a law in favor of what are called 
in the old statute, “gentlemen.” It wrill 
restrict the workingman, or anyone 
who has to work for a living, from 
everything almost, on Sunday, and will 
give the nch man, or the idle loafer the 
utmost freedom. As to tippling fwhat- 
ever that might be), why should that lie 
forbidden on Sunday any more thap 
on other day in the week, if it is wrong. 
And then gambling with dice. 
Why is the act restricted to 
this, while anyone who is inclined 
can go into the back parlor and play 
faro or poker, which are infinitely 
worse. Then why should the man who 
had been working hard all the week be 
prevented from taking his gun and 
doing a little potting on Sunday? Did 
it do anyone any harm? That clause 
is too ridiculousto he entertained. As 
for Sunday excursions, perhaps it were 
better they were not allowed;
but ti e act says they shall not be 
carried on for money. They
must not ply for hire. You can have

of this session to remedy this, but did : 
not prove successful; the present effort .

cession, that therefore it is necessary t£ 
send that hill into committee, while the 
bill of the Attorney-General had been 

had promised toin committee, and he 1.— r----------
receive any additions' or amendments 
that might be considered necessary. 
Mr. Robson referring to the question of

fersonalities, said there was no one who 
ad received more of this kind of abuse 

than he, but he did not complain of it,
I personally; on the contrary. Mr. Rob­
son could not see that reports of public 
meetings should be privileged, because 
in a report of this kind the paper might 
easily be made the vehicle of slander.

Mr. Grant was of opinion that the 
newspapers in this Province are entitled 
to more protection than they receive at 
present. The bill before the House con­
tained all the conditions asked for, and 
as far as he could see, Mr. Grant 
thought the Ontario libel law had been 
' ” J 1 *7. He hoped the billi followed closely. 1— —r-- 
wonld go before committee and so save 
trouble. As to the question of reports 
of public meetings being privileged, 
the person libelled could pursue the 
libeller in a criminal suit, in which case 
a term of imprisonment would be far 
mors sal u tory than a mere fine. Mr. 
Grant repeated that he did not see why 
this bill should uot,.as it was complete, 
go before the committee.

Mr. Booth said every report made 
of a public meeting should be privil­
eged so long as it is m the public inter­
est, but the point is where to draw the 
line of public interest. The objection 
he had to the first libel bill was that it 
gave altogether too much limit. The 
leader df the government had said that 
scarcely a week passed that he had not 
good grounds for libel against one or 
more papers of this province; that 
ought to convince him that the law as 
it stands at present is not good, and

j can be defended on a secular as 
! well as a religious ground. The 
Almighty, in instituting the Sunday, 
did so for the temporal and phy­
sical as well as the spiritual good 
of man; and the consequence is 
that an examination into this subject, 
by parliamentary committees, commis­
sioners and otherwise, shows that it is 
for the best interests of man that there 
should be a relaxation to the the extent 
of at least one day in seven. It follows 
then that it is only right, to make its 
enjoyment general, that there should 
be one particular day set apart for this. 
If every man was allotted to choose his 
own Sabbath, there would be confusion. 
Therefore if oue man closed his place 
of business on Sunday, and another 
man does not, the latter is infringing 
on the rights of his neighbor. Mr. 
Robson instanced two saloons in this 
connection, but the fact applies to all 
avenues of business. But there is more 
in the Sabbath than from a merely 
secular point of- view. It imposes a 
great obligation upon us—we must ob­
serve it not only as a day of rest, but of 
worship. Mr. Robson hoped he was 
right in saving that this House repre­
sents, at all events a nominally Christian 
community. Now if a man is allowed 
to do as he pleases the Sabbath disap­
pears altogether in the light of a Chris­
tian obligation. The history of nations 
undoubtedly leads us to the conclusion 
that it is the nation which observes the 
Sabbath that is the most successful in 
everv sense of the word, and therefore 
Mr. Robson thought it would be most 
unfortunate if we were to attempt to 
copy the customs of some of those con­
tinental countries which have disposed 
of the Sabbath altogether. The hon. 
member for New Westminster had said 
that the Sabbath is the great bulwark 
of the working man. There can be no 
question that there is very great danger 
that the working man will suffer 
if the Sabbath is set aside. British Col­
umbia would lose nothing in self re­
spect, nor in the respect of surround­
ing nations if a fair and reasonable 
Sunday law were in force. The ques­
tion comes what shall be a fair and rea­
sonable law? The bill before the House 
is susceptible of considerable amend­
ment; tyit who can bring in a complete 
bill on this subject? He thought the

td by more liberal laws.
» the change which public < 
mdergoue. Mr, Grant b 
p laws could be passed to 
regulated or more orderl’ 

K than there is at present i 
lumbia. (Applause). There 
tshowu another province 
lion where there is better 
lined, or more good will e

’bear). lie stpotTup for the right of one 
it ay in the week when a man ought to 
be‘allowed to do as he likes so long as 
lie does not interfere with the rights of 
liis fellow men. One hon. gentleman 
said that England is great because of 
Tier Christianity ; but the essential jmB 
ci pie of Christianity is toleration. ' p one man and another t) 

| Columbia. Mr. Grant ha 
.trouble to enquire into stt

ci pie of Christianity is toleration. 'Jfhere 
is no knowing where this act would 
stop in its operation; if carried out in 
its entirety, it would stop at nothing, 
and it was on account of this want of 
tolerance that he opposed it (hear, 
hear.)

Mr. Croft opposed the bill as being 
against the working man and id favor 
of the drones or idlers. The hon. leader 
of the Government had referred to Eng­
land. There we find at the present time 
that an act has been passed throwing 
open the museums, picture galleries 
and other places of public resort to the 
workingman on Sunday, as being the

where the law is not good a jury will 
not convict. Mr. Booth must certainly 
agree that this clause privileging the 
fair report of public meetings should 
be inserted in»the bill.

Mr. Cotton asked the house to vote 
for this bill, on the very grounds laid 
down in the remarks of the attorney- 
general. He would like to reply to 
that hon. gentleman’s remarks about 
the publishers and editors in this prov­
ince, but would pursue the better 
course of discussing the business before 
the house. If the law is good enough 
for Ontario, and the papers are satisfied 
with it, the newspaper proprietors ask 
for it here. There is no newspaper of 
standing in this province desires to be 
given any unfair or undue license. 
That was why Mr. Cotton voted against 
the other bill, it gave too much liberty.

The question having been put result­
ed for the bill going into committee— 
13; against, 17.

Ayes — Semlin, Grant. McKenzie, 
Sword, Kitcfien, Cotton, Milne, Beaven, 
Brown, Forster, Keith, Stoddart, Booth 
—18.

Nays—Horne, Smith, Baker, Robson, 
Davie, Vernon, Eberts, Hall, Nason, 
Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, 
Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher—17.

The House went into committee on 
Mr. Davie’s bill with Mr. Keith in the 
chair, and when it rose to report the 
bill complete with amendments, it was 
after the additional provisions of Mr. 
Beaven’s bill had been incorporated.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a message 
from his honor the Lieut.-Governor en­
closing an act to amend an act provid­
ing for the collection of taxes on per­
sons.

The bill was ordered to be committed 
to-morrow^

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented the re­
port of the Department of Lands and 
Works.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a state- i 
ment of special warrants issued in 1890.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Davie the re­
port of committee on the Shuswap Rail-

irs what they should do off 
Moderation he believed in 
f as the people of British C< 
nduct themselves as they 
\>. it is not necessary to hav 
ptraordinary Sunday law ai 
the House. “Just so soon 
i this is made law, juât so 
v one, pack up my traps an 
le eounry where there is 
” The bill forbids pol 
re on Sunday, but it say 
Bout interfering with clergj 
len winding up theirsermoi 
indulge in a political chat t

_______--------------- , uv vuuomvioi;
it too narrow in its operations. It w&i 
not liberal enough. One speaker had 
referred to Christian England. There 
are more steamboats running excur­
sions in England on one Sunday than 
in British Columbia all the year round. 
And there is the river Clyde in Scot­
land. where there are steamboats car­
rying hundreds of thousands of passen­
gers on Sunday, and they have a per­
fect right to travel if they see fit (hear, 
hear). Take the position of the miners. 
When they come up of an evening it is 
generally six o’clock, too late after they 
nave washed and eaten to enjoy the 
fresh air. Would it be right to debar 
them from enjoying an excursion on 
the water of a Sunday? Mr. Keith's 
idea of the Sunday's rest is to enjoy 
himself with the best results, physically 
and mentajlly. He held that this bill 
does awayi to a greater extent than anv 
other, with individual rights. An indi­
vidual under this bill has no right to 
live at all (applause). Religion is ad­
mirable, ana elevating in its way. but 
it ia not everything.' Open our picture 
galleries and muàeums to the working 
man, and don’t attempt to restrict or

«ntion. If it is wrong to h 
ti meeting on Sunday then 
to hold one on Mondav. If 
or men to tipple from Mondt 
ay why is it not right to do s
y? WÏiat Mr. Grant wishe 
8 the people of British Colui 
ct themselves in a manne 
they need not be ashamed, 
son able laws, and deal with 
lonestly. (Hear, hear.) He 
ure that the man who made 
t professions as a religious 
it always an honest man. 1 
lign of honesty and upright 
leen going to church. The 
i hypoente is certainly not 
man, and Mr. Grant had a : 
of hypocrites. Passing d

itfdy in force; and as to stop] 
Mbboats and ferries, why not : 
IBB and street cars at once. A 
ner of fact it was lost sight of 
may was made for man. and 
Sr for the Sabbath.
». Hunter considered there w 
titt necessity for a Sunday bill 
would be very glad to support 
BCtple of this bill. He would e 
I for the whole of the bill; fee 
«tied that British Columbia wc 
me gainer.
ton. Mr. Beaven thought it woult 
Ü in many respects, for the legi 
1 of ' British Columbia-to say t 
[not in favor of the observance of 
pay, as the defeat of this meas 
aid undoubtedly mean to say.
[ aware that there were many def< 
[he bill, but they could be remed 
tommittee. He would vote for 
fcoiple of the bill, feeling as he 
[rs aid, that for the man who wo 
days out of the seven, it is o 
it that he should have one day 
[ and that day Sunday. If it w
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should be an act for the observance of 
the Sunday. With respect to the bright 
example of England, he could thor­
oughly endorse the observations of the 
last speaker as to the benefit these 
excursions had on the working classes. 
As the Sunday excursion increased, so 
did the morality of the people ; the 
people come back from the woods and 
green fields better able and more tit 
to commence their labors and worship 

rr— ■ *' Turner. did not

way Guarantee Bill was read a third 
time and passed.

Mr. Martin presented the report of 
Standing Orders and Private Bills, re­
porting two bills.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Kellie—On Monday: That 

whereas the owners, resident in Koote­
nay district, have expressed themselves 
grievously dissatisfied with effect of 
certain of the provisions in thè Railway 
Act, 1890; a respectful address be pre­
sented to the Lieut.-Governor, praying

PRHMRRfs--iituuo aiiu worsnip 
their Creator. Mr. Turner. did not 
tbink this bill would induce people to 
go to church; they do not like to be 
forced there. He voted for the bill 
because he believed in the principle, 
but the bill itself would require con-, 
siderable change in committee. 

k Mr. Horne, although believing in 
Saouath observance, did not consider 
this bill other than as very imperfect. 
The law as at present in force is better 
adapted to the wants of the country.

Mr. Cotton thought this a most diffi­
cult question to legislate upon. He 
thought they had gone on very well in 
the past, seeing that up to last week 
they didn’t know there was a Sunday 
law in existence He considered it 
would be taking a backward step Ho 
refuse legislation on this question. He 
hoped the bill, though wanting con­
siderable amendment, would at least 
reach committee.

Mr. Grant believed he was one of 
those In the House who believed that 
the introduction of this bill was but the 
tail end of the blue laws of Connecticut 
(laughter). If there was anything be 
liked from one man towards another, 
and which he expected, it was liberty

over at, say Anacortes, one can get up 
a free excursion and boom up the prop­
erty on Sunday. Altogether Mr. Davie 
■considered the act an undesirable mea­
sure, as being entirely unnecessary, 
and as endeavoring to infringe upon 
private rights. It would be a retro­
gressive movement to pass it.

Col. Baker, although he would not 
vote againstHhe second reading of this 
bill was inclined^ to agree with the 
Attorney-General that it is not desirable 
to restrain individual rights.

Mr. Brown agreed with a great many 
things which the Attorney-General hail 
said, but did not agree with the spirit 
in which he had criticised the act. A 
very large part of that criticism was on 
matters of detail. Mr# Brown quite 
agreed that we have no right to inter­
fere with individual rights. It is the 
the spirit of the act that is at present 
to be dealt with, and he thought that 
it would be well to pass a bill like this. 
We find that as civilization advances, 
there is a demand made for seven days’ 
labor instead of six, and capital is efi-

ask leave to introduce, a bill, entitled 
“An Act to Amend the Summary jJon* 
viciions Act, 1889.”

The House rose at a quarter to six 
o’clock.

atrainst the bill!



m
icience and action without très- ! 
f on the rights uf anyone else !

, .....__,_hear). A law sttch asjnat before
the House is not desirable in this pro- 

! viuee. A great deal of it is unnecessary; 
i for right here in this municipality, per­

sons « ivicted of misdemeanors mcn- 
tioueij in this act are punished. But! 
then there are clauses which would in- 

i fliot considerable hardship on a very 
desirable class of the community. Take 
~ 5. It would prevent miners from

lg their stores, and doing other 
Sary work at the only time they 
et an opportunity. And it is un- 

j questionably the miners who have, by 
their work in the mountains of British 
Columbia, brought this province up to 

i what it is to-day. The miner may be 
; miles from n store, and finds an oppor- 
! tunlty. to get toit for his‘provisions 
j only once a week, and. that on Sunday.

*1 The very change of going is to him a 
! relaxation, to say nothing of the pecu- 
\ liar nature of his work, which renders 
j it necessary for him to lie very carefui 
} of time. He has not the time to throw 
1 away during the week. Willi regard 

to Sunday •excursions, Mr. Grant most 
emphatically entered his protest 
agidnsl anything in the xVay of an 
attempt to put a stop to this means of 
the Workingman taking the air once a 

t week, a recreation -which it is impos- 
j sibln for them, without losing their èm-> 
ploytbeut, to enjoy on working days. 
There were times when these excursions 
werè condemned; but those times, like 
the leligious opinions of the people, 

fundergonc considerable change, 
any years ago. even, in the east- 
ites, there were some most ex- 1 

. .Inary laws in force, but they have 
^repealed one by one, and sub- 
id by more liberal laws. This is 

! the change which public opinion 
Indergone. Mr. Grant believed 

laws could be passed to have a 
■regulated or more orderly com- 
7 than there is at present in Brit- 
lumbia. (Applause). There could 
shown another province in the 
Ion where there is better order 
Ined, dr more good will existing 
jn one man and another thau in 
Columbia. Mr. Grant had tak- 
•ouble to enquire into statistics 
s in other parts of the Domin- 
he found that if the Chinese 

ians are taken off the list, our 
1 calendar is practically nil (a(>- 
and that right here in Victoria 
las been so badly branded by 
gentlemen who possess a differ- 
opinion. He most decidedly 
to that intolerance of dictating 
xvhat they should do orf S»n: 

.^deration he believed in, and 
as the people of British Colum- 
iduct themselves as they do at 
. it is not necessary to have any 
;traordinary Sunday law as that 
;he House. “Just so soon as an 
this is made law, juât so soon 
one, pack up my traps and go 

ie eounry where there is more 
The" bill forbids political 

_ on Sunday, bnt it says no- 
. out interfering with clergymen 
hen winding up theirsermons ou 

indulge in a political chat to the 
'ation. If it is wrong to hold a 

u meeting on Sunday then it is | 
to hold one on Monday. If it is 
ir men to tipple from Monday to 
iy why is it not right to do so on 
? What Mr. Grant wished to 
the people of British Columbia 

jt themselves in a manner of 
they need not be ashamed, obey 
jouable laws, and deal with each 
onestly. (Hear, hear.) He was 
ire that the man who made the 
professions as a religious man 
always an honest man. It is 
d. of honesty and uprightness 
in going to church. The re- 
hypoente is certainly not an 

man, and Mr. Grant had a holy 
of hypocrites. Passing down 

.uses of the bill Mr. Grant showed 
iveral of them are altogether un- 
,ry from the fact that they are 

jy in force; and as to stopping 
boats and ferries, why not stop 

III haute and street cars at once. As a 
Br of fact it was lost sight of that 
lay was made for man. and not 
[for the Sabbath.

Hunter considered there was a 
necessity for a Sunday bill and 
mid be very glad to support the 

jiple of this biu. He would even 
for the whole of the bill; feeling 
led that British Columbia would 
e gainer.
n. Mr. Beaven thought it would be 
in many respects, for the legisla- 
of British Columbia-to say they 
lot in favor of the observance of the 
lay, as the defeat of this measure 

jd“ undoubtedly mean to say. He 
aware that there were many defects 
,e bill, but they could be remedied 
immittee. He would vote for the 
liple of the bill, feeling as he al- 
, aid, that for the man who works 

pays out of the seven, it is only 
‘ it that he should have one day for 

and that day Sunday. If it were 
ided that the laboring man should 
not only one day in the week as a 

|of rest, but a half holiday as Well, 
Heaven thought it would, do more 
jng about a proper observance of 
Àindày.
fl. Baker rose to explain that since 
id promised to vote for the second 

__T_ng, he had examined the clauses 
more carefully and found only seven 
lines he could agree with, and as those 
seven would have to be amended, he 
wiahed to state that be could not vote 
for the second reading, under the cir­
cumstances.

Mr. Mason, Hon. Mr, Vernon and 
r. Eberts said they would vote against 

bill, and Sir. Semlin /ind Mr. An- 
of voting

The Question fo‘r,second reading was I . 
put and resulted in nays—16, ayes—14. i

Ayes—Robson, Turner, Huuter, Stocl- 
dart. Booth, Anderson, Brown, Kellie, 
Cotton, Stvord, McKenzie, Beaven, 
Milne, Semlin—14.

Nays—Pooley, Davie, Vernon, Mar- . 
tin, Eberts, Croft, Rogers, Fletcher, 
Nason, Baker, Keith, Foster, Smith, I 
Home, Grant, and Kitchen.—16.

VANCOUVER WATER* WORKS ACT.
Mr. Martin introduced a bill to amend 

the Vancouver Water Works act. Read 
a first time, and referred to the private 
bills committee.

A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
^ Mr. Hunter rising to a question of 

privilege, said that there are no less 
than 20 railway biMs how before the 
House. . It was impossible for any 
member to legislate intelligently, unless 
a general map'was provided with the 
prospective railways marked thereon.

Hon. Mr. Davie called attention to 
the fact that the order paper contained 
the notices for the second readiu'g of 
two libel bills, both of which had been 
discussed and debated. There was no I 
necessity for these dead issues encum- : 
bering the order paper. *

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Pooley—To move to strike out 

see. V, on consideration of the report of 
the Libel Bill. No. 17.

The house rose at ten minutes to G

THE LEGISLATURE.
THE NIGHT SESSIONS DO NOT 

ADVANCE WORK MUCH.

A Number of Bills Taken Up and Consid­
ered Yesterday Afternoon and Evening. 
—The Libel Bill, Mechanics* Lien, and 
the Chinese Question.

The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m. 
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Fraser.

PETITIONS
Mr. McKenzie—From J. Bryant and 

122 others, re liquor selling on Sundays.
Mr. Brown moved—That in the opin­

ion of this house it is advisable that a 
commission should be appointed, under 
the presidency of Mr. Speaker, to re­
vise, during the recess, the rules and 
orders for the conduct of the business 
of this house.—Carried.

In response to a request from the 
president of the council, the speaker 
ruled that a bill, whether public or

{irivate, cannot be committed unless it 
t is on the orders of the day for such 

committal; that it cannot be committed 
the same day on which it has been read 
a second time; and that the words “a 
mere formal sequel" mean the order 
for committal, for which a day is set, 
and not the committal of the bill imme­
diately after the second reading, as has 
been the practice in this house for some 
years when dealing with public bills.

Mr, Keith moved—Whereas the “Chi­
nese Immigration Act of Canada" has 
proven in a great measure beneficial, 
but in some respects defective, more 
especially as the 5th section permits 
vessels to carry one Chinese immigrant 
to any part of Canada for every 50 tons 
of its tonnage; but we are of opinion 
that a much larger restriction should 
be imposed, and fewer Chinese carried 
on each vessel, or their importation 
prohibited;

And whereas the 8th section imposes 
only an entrance duty of $50 on every 
person of Chinese origin entering Can­
ada, when $100 is in our opinion the 
lowest entrance duty that should be 
charged, if Chinese are allowed to enter 
Canada at all;

And whereas the 4th sub-section of the 
8th section provides that the entrance 
duty of $50 shall not apply to any Chi­
nese person who resided or w*as resident 
within Canada, on 1st January, 1886 
and the 18th section authorizes the is­
suance of a certificate of leave to depart 
and return to Chinese who wish to 
leave and return to Canada; but, in our 
opinion, the entrance duty should apply 
to all Chinese other than those men­
tioned in sub-sections a andb of section 
8, and the issuance of the above men­
tioned certificate should be entirely 
abolished;

Be it therefore resolved, that a re­
spectful address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant-governor, request­
ing him to move the Dominion govern­
ment to cause the “Chinese Immigra­
tion act of Canada" to be made more 
restrictive in the manner indicated.

He would not have brought up the 
question again had he not thought it 
was absolutely necessary for the good 
of thé country.

The speaker thought the resolution 
was out of order. It was almost word 
for word a resolution that had already 
came up and been rejected on the 24th 
inst.

Hon. Mr. Beaven, however, contend­
ed it was in important respects differ­
ent and quoted many as authority for 
introducing the resolution.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved that the pre­
vious question be put and the résolu 
tion was carried on the following di 
visions : Ayes, Semlin, McKenzie, Kit 

| chen. Cotton, Kellie, Milne, Beaven 
Horne, Brown, Forster, Keith, Robson 
Davie, Stoddart, Booth, Martin, Roi 
ers, Fletcher—18v Nays, Sword, Smith 

( Baker, Vernon, Hall, Pooley, Turner 
' Croft. Hunter, Anderson—10.

Further Report Libel Bill was then 
taken up.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved in amendment 
to insert to amend section 5 by insert­
ing in line 2, between the words “pub­
lication" and “the,” “one clear day 
must be allowed to elapse between the 
cause of action complained of and the 
issue ot the writ thereupon, and to give 
newspapers a chance of retracting.’’

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the dilnculty 
was that a newspaper may publish what 
another person thinks is not right. The 
writ is issued before he knoxvs what 
was the trouble. He ought to have no- 
tice of whatithe libel is, or he would 
not know what to apologise for. He 
had known $uch a case,

Mr. Grant thought the amendment 
should read one day after notice. The 
leader of the opposition had cearly 
Stated the case when a paper published 
a proper explanation shoura not be 
prosecuted
t The clause was carried,

’Hon. Mr. Davie moved to amend sec­
tion 5 sub Section (a.) in line 1 by strik­
ing out the word “act” and insert “sec­
tion and sub-section,” to make it read 
that the provisions of the particular 
section should not apply to certain cases. 
—Carried.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to amend sub­
section (a.) of the said section 5 in the 
second line by striking out “for a pub­
lic office in this province,” and insert 
“whether for a parliamentary or a 
municipal election,” providing that the 
section should not apply in the case of 
candidates whether for parliamentary 
or municipal elections unless the 
charges were retracted five days before 
elections.

Mr. Beaven moved to amend section 
8 in line 18 that the defendant should 
not be entitled to security for costs un­
less he satisfies the court or judge that 
the action is trivial or frivilous.—Car-

The report was adopted, and the bill 
read a third time and passed.

Adjourned committee pharmaceuti­
cal bill, Mr. Hunter in the chair.

Mr. Smith moved an amendment to 
insert a clause that every person giving 
a prescription to a qualified person to 

!* be-filled should be entitled to get back 
the original prescription. This was 
carried.

Hon. Mr. Robson’s amendment to in­
sert a elfcuse giving the government

power to appoint a public analyst Was 
also carrieq.

An amendment by Mr. Eberts Saying 
that nothing in the act should prevent 
a duly qualified surgeon or physician 
from carrying on the trade of apothe­
cary or chemist.

Section 7 was reconsidered, and a 
claused added providing that the by­
laws should be subject to the approval 
of the lieutenant governor in council.

The committee rose and reported the 
bill complete with amendments.

The speaker reversed his ruling in re­
gard to Mr. Cotton’s complaint the 
other day, that the Colonist had report­
ed the school bill passed on division. 
The speaker at that time decided that 
the mere taking of ayes and noes con­
stituted a division. Since then the 
speaker had upon- consulting authori­
ties come to the conclusion it was not a 
division.

The house rose for recess at 5:40. 
EVENING SESSION.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

By Mr. Nason—That as the present 
mail service for the Chiicotin district, 
(from Soda Creek to Hauseville) is fort­
nightly in the summer and monthly in 
the winter, to the great inconvenience 
of the district; that the Lieutenant Gov­
ernor be prayed to take steps to cause 
the said mail service to be changed from 
monthly to fortnightly in January, Feb­
ruary, March ana April; and fromfort- 
nightly to weekly for the rest of the 
year.A

Hon. Mr. Turner, on Monday—That 
the speech of His Honor, the Lieuten­
ant Governor, at the opening of the 
present session, be taken into consider­
ation on Thursday next.

For the evening session, the speaker 
resumed his seat at 7:20.

Adjourned debate on consideration of 
report Mechanics’ Lien Act.

The bill was re-committed, Mr. Keith 
in the chair.

The Attorney General moved to in­
sert his amendments to the bill (11 sec­
tions) that practically changed it into 
an amendment to the present law, and 
materially altered it.

Mr. Brown said the principle had 
been accepted that the material man 
should be left out.

The Attorney General’s amendments 
practically made it a new bill, wish but 
a few lines of the present one. It was 
a radical change from first to last, and 
left the present act in force. Under the 
present àctthematerial man got away 
with everything,, and the workman’s 
chanco/lo get ms wages was small, be- 
cause/tiis case could be defeated by a 
small technicality. There were cases 
pending now for two years. If the 
house accepted the amendment, 
it practically went back on 
its decision. And the workman 
would say it was not an act they 
wanted. The attorney - general pro­
posed to gite two justices power in this 
way. Take the Small Debt act; thai 
was repealed because it geve powers in 
this way. A case was brought under 
it, the decision was challenged, the 
attorney-general notified, but he did 
not appear; but the act was repealed, 
and the case was never pressed. Ac­
cording to these amendments a work­
man could sue the contractor and could 
go after the owner at the same time.

By section 4 a workman could get his 
wages from the contractor and by col­
lusion with him could swindle the 
owner. There would be no provision 
for a pro rata division, and it would be 
a rush to see who would get there first, 
when a lien was brought. Rather than 
put the amendment, it would be better 
to leave the present act in force.

The Attorney-General defended his 
^amendments. The provisions in them 

he considered were not unconstitutional 
and the small debts act he considered 
was constitutional. It was repealed 
because its provisions were abused; 
and because, on account of county court 
judges being appointed, it was not 
necessary. They had the right to 
create courts of both civil and criminal 
jurisdiction. He did not think a case 
could be brought where a workman 
t&d lost his money, under the lien act.

Mr. Brown said the Attorney-Gener- | 
al’s onfc wish was to kill the bill.

Hon. Mr. Robson said he had come to 
the conclusion that the act should be 
for the exclusive benefit of working­
men.

The Attorney-General withdrew his 
amendments; when the first one was 
lost.

A number of amendments, some of 
them very long, but not affecting the 
spirit of the bill, were inserted. The 
committee rose and reported the bill 
complete with amendments.

Adjourned committee, re sale of tor 
bacco to minors. A great deal of amuse­
ment was caused by Mr. Martin moving 
an amendment saying that the act 
should not apply to Chinamen unless 
they came, from Hong Kong. The 
amendment was lost:

The committee rose and reported the 
bill complete with amendments.

Adjourned committee, bill to incor­
porate the Order of Oblatcs of Mary 
Immaculates.

Mr. Smith in the chair. The commit­
tee rose and reported the bill complete 
without amendments.

The house adjourned till Monday.

6 THE LEGISLATURE.
A MISUNDERSTANDING EX­

PLAINED BY THE SPEAKER.

New Bills Introduced During Yesterday's 
Session—Discussion on the Ashcroft and 
Cariboo Railway—Petition to Close Sa­
loons' on Sunday Presented.

Thursday, JFeb. 26.
Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Fraser.
The speaker gave an explanation in 

regard to a misunderstanding between 
himself and Mr. Beaven yesterday. He 
(the speaker) had directed the sergeant- 
at-arms to convey the report back to 
the member for Fort Kootenay, the 
sergeant-at-arms, havihg been previous­
ly asked by Mr. Beaven to bring the re­
port to him, and not understanding, (as 
he has sthce explained) the direction of 
the speaker, carried the report to Mr. 
Beaven, who, being unaware of the 
speaker’-s instruction, retained it. A 
few minutes later, continued Mr. 
Speaker, I was amazed and annoyed to 
find that the report was in the hands of 
the leader of the opposition, instead 
of Col. Baker’s hands, and, knowing 
nothing of the request of Mr. Beaven, 
commented generally upon what I con­
ceived to be an irregularity on his part. 
Since yesterday the matter has been 
explained by the sergeant-at-arms, and 
I have now no hesitation in saying that 
the leader of the opposition was in no 
sense to blame for what occurred, and 
I offer him an apology for what I said.

Hon. Mr. Beaven açcepted tie ex­
planation, but remarked that the) Col­
onist, in a report 'of the mattjgp said 
that he secured the railway report as 
the messenger was, conveying it to the 
speaker. This was incorrect. He had 
sent the messenger for it after it was in 
the clerk’s hands, as, of course he had a 
perfect right to do .

NEW BELLS.
Mr.Vernon introduced an actrespect- 

ingiand surveyors, which was read first 
time.

Mr. Milne asked leave to introduce a 
bill intituled “an act to amend the 
‘graveyard act,’ " which was read first 
time.

Mr. Sword asked leave to introduce 
a bill intitled “an act to amend the 
‘British Columbia railway act,’ ” which 
was read first time.

Mr. Martin moved the following:— 
That whereas at the present time th» 
mail service for the Osoyoos district is 
a monthly sendee to Camp McKinney, 
to the great inconvenience of theinhabi- , 
tants oi the said district;

And whereas it would be for the j 
greatest benefit of the inhabitants of 
the said Osoyoos district to have the 
said mail service extended to Rock j 
Creek and changed to a fortnightly in- I 
stead of a monthly service;

Be it therefore resolved, that a hum­
ble address be presented to his honor 
the governor-general in council, pray­
ing him to take st 3ps to cause the mail 
service to be extended to, Rock Creek, 
in the Osoyoos District, and to change 
the same to a fortnightly instead of a 
monthly service. Carried.

Mr. Cotton moved the second reading 
—New Westminster and Burrard Inlet 
Telephone Co' (No. 21).

The’ object was to give them powers 
to extend their lines. Their original 
charte? was to Port Moody; then it was 

| extended to Vancover. Now they want 
! powers to increase their lines, as they 

were working now over a largely in­
creased district.
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Thetull was read a second time*
The House went into , committee of 

the whole on the Westminster and Van­
couver Street Railway Company (No. 
20), Mr. Smith in the chair.

In committee, Mr. Cotton moved to 
insert section 17, “That the company 
shall complete and equip that portion 
of its works, equipment, line, and roaU- 

1 way lying and situate between the 
boundaries of the cities of- Vancouver 
and New Westminster before Decem­
ber 31, 1891.”

The committee rose and reported the 
bill complete with amendments, to be 
considered Wednesday.

Hon. Mr. Robson presented a petition 
" signed by over 1,500 people in relation 
to liquor licenses.

Hon. Mr. Robson asked that the bill 
relating to “Gold and other Minerals” 
be put down for second reading to­
morrow

Mr. Kitchon moved the second read­
ing of the Burrard Inlet and Fraser 
Valley railway bill (No. 23.)

Mr. Rogers moved the second feeding 
of the Ashcroft and Cariboo railway 
bill (No. 28.)

Mr. Semliu wanted the bill explained. 
He did not think the railway could be 
built for the amount of money named 
in the bill. (The capital was placed at 
81.000,000.)

Hon. Mr. Beaven said this railway 
had already received a liberal bonus, 
large grants of lands aud a royalty of 
five per cent on minerals. They pro- 
prosed to reduce their capital by a very 
large amount and to change their line. 
The least the gentleman could do was 
to explain it, or he would vote against 
it. He had been informed that before 
the charter passed the house it was of­
fered for sale at a large figure. Partit s 
who h»d got bills through the house 
had often made money by simply sel­
ling the charters. Unless some legiti­
mate reason was given, he would vote 
against it.

Hon. Mr. Davie was rather puzzled 
to know what was asked for. There 
might be good reason for it. If $10,- 
000,000 were too much to build the 
road, he could understand the wish to 
hare it reduced. Selling charters was 
a legitimate transaction. The promo­
ters of charters were not as a rule 
capitalists, but when the charter was 
sold that was a guarantee that the work 
would be done. He only wished the 
Canada Western road would sell their 
charter. That would be the best guar­
antee the road would be built.

Mr. Co.ton fully agreed that the road 
was a m >st important one; and for that 
reasons explanations should be made.

Mr. Browu considered the road of 
the ut'uost impoitance. They were

told that the object of reducing the
c mitai stock was to build the roi

Mr. Nason asked that the debate be 
adjourned. Mr. Rogers was not well 
to-dav. and satisfactory explanations 
would be made he felt sure.

The motion for adjournment was 
Withdrawn.

Mr. Kellie would not vote for the 
second reading till the government took 
action in the matter of doing away with 
royalty on minerals.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that notice of a 
bill to do away with the royalty was on 
the clerk’s desk. The fact of the bill 
coming from the railway committee 
was sufficient reason for him to vote for 
the second reading. The land grant 
was given, the house having knowledge 
that the road would cost to,000,000 to 
build. The road was of the most vital 
importance to British Columbia.

Mr. Horne spqke in favor of the 
second reading. They should not 
throw any impediment in the way of 
the road but assist them in .every way.

Mr. Grant would be-very sorry to put 
any stumbling block in the way of the 
progress of Cariboo. The district had 
resources, which if developed, would 
astonish the whole country. He had no 
doubt the railway could be built. The

Sold and silver mines alone warranted 
le building of the railway. When the 

Cariboo mines were developed the 
farmers would find a market for their 
produce. This province requires rail­
ways, if any province did. He was very 
loth to throw any obstacles in the way 
of the road.

Hon. Mr Beaven bad very grave 
doubts as to whether they were encour- 
—‘.ng the building of the road. Shouldaging the building of the road. Should 
they by passing this Jblll assist the com­
pany to build the road or to sell * the
charter.

Mr. Nason—If the charter was sold it 
would not be sold for the purpose of 
holding it, but to build the road. He 
was positive it was one of the richest 
mineral countries in the world. The 
only way to develop it was by building 
a railway. The government reduction 
works showed they had plenty of ore ------- ------------.£ed -that could be worked at a profit. He 
had been assured the railway would be 
started at once.

Mr. Baker remarked on the great 
financial crisis that had taken place 
this year and that was one reason why 
the railway had not gone on.

Mr. Semlin wished to withdraw his 
opposition to the bill.

The bill was read a second time.
Mr. Kitchen moved the second read­

ing Chilliwhack railway.—Carried.
The Vernon and Okanagan railway 

act was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Turner reported the acre­

age, ownership and situation of all 
lands assessed for wild land tax, where 
the acreage in any individual assess­
ment exceeds 600 acres. The amount 
agreated 306,272 acres.

Timber lands under lease, 6.812 acres 
near Cowichan lake, assessed at$70,000.

As to land exempted, the boundaries 
and areas were not defined No ex­
emptions are made for others than 
those fpr which the act provides.

Hon. Mr. Robson presented the re­
port of the insane asylum.

------------------- gl-rThe house rose at 6:45.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

Hon. Mr. Jiobson to introduce I

THE LEGISLATURE.
THE LOCAL HOUSE DISCUSSES 

COLONIZATION.

A Government Supporter Brings Forward 
a Motion Which the Premier Considers 
One of Censure—The Question of Re­
stricting Chinese Again Discussed.

Wednesday, Feb. 25. 
The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m. 
Prayers by Rev.. Mr. Fraser.
Mr. Browu presented a petition from 

A. VauVolkeuburgh and others, resi­
dents of Jïew Westminster (re extension 
of the electoral franchise to women).

The standing committee on railways 
reported the hill of the Burrard Inlet 
Railway anil Ferry Company, with 
amendments, and asked an extension 
of 8 days* time fbr reporting bill$; the 
chairman explaining that otherwise 
several bills could not be dealt with.

The committee on private bills and 
standing orders reported the bill re- 

. specting New Westminster and Van­
couver Tramway Co., and Westminster 
Street Railway Co. .

Mr. Cotton asked leave to introduce 
a bill to incorporate the Vancouver, 
Northern Peace River and Alaska Rail­
way and Navigation Co.

Mr. Kellie introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Nicola, Kamloops and Sitn- 
alkameen railway.

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGES.
Mr.- Smith rose to a question of privi­

lege saying the Colonist had reported j 
him as reading 3 este;day a loiter from j 
his constituents opposing Chinese; on 
the contrary, the letter said if the 
Chinese were driven out the farmers 
would be starved out of the country.

Mr. McKenzie moved for a return 
showing the school reserves, Indian 
reserves or settlements, naval or mili­
tary reserves, and reserves for general 
purposes within the limits of the grant 
to the Esquimhlt and Nanaimo railway 
company, the several areas, and situa­
tions thereof.—Carried.

Mr. McKenzie moved for a return 
showing the area of all that portion of 
land conveyed to the Dominion «govern­
ment under section 3 of an act intituled 
• ‘An act relating to the Island railway, 
the graving dock, and railway lands of 
the province,” lying to the northward 
of a line running east and west half­
way between the mouth of the Courte­
nay river (Comax district) and Seymour 
N arrows.—Carried.

Mr. McKenzie moved for a return 
showing the area of the lands alienated 
up to 19th December, 1883, by Crown
errant- iipa.amntinn ...UL:_

vwu » ui une ttw liiviuuicu au Act re­
lating to the Island Railway, the Grav­
ing Dock, and Railway Lands of the 
Province." Carried.

Mr, Sword asked leave to introduce 
a bill intituled “Au Act respecting dam­
age done to stock. Read first time. 
Second reading Monday.

Mr. Eberts introduced a bill "to in­
corporate Hot Springs and Goat River 
Tramway Company." Read first time.

Mr. Sword moved that the report 
from the select standing committee on 
railways be adopted:

“Your committee respectfully recom­
mend to the house that before any of 
the present private railway bills befpre 
the house are taken into consideration, 
the government be requested to con­
sider the advisability of amending the 
present railway act by introducing a 
clause whifch will provide that the right 
of eminent domain, upon special con aih—______ WUmiu, uuuu opociai con­
ditions, but without the necessity of a 
special chapter, be granted as a right 
to applicants for a railway line."

Hon. Mr. Robson asked for the post­
ponement of the motion.

Mr. Baker explained it was to get an 
expression from the government, 
whether they would consider the ques­
tion, but did not bind them in any 
way.

Mr. Sword had no objection to grant­
ing Hon. Mr. Robson’s request.

Mr. Anderson moved “That in the 
opinion of this house the time had ar­
rived when greater interest should be 
taken by the government in the settle­
ment of public lands." He himself had 
expended a great deal of money in im­
proving land. He found that tne aver­
age holdings in his part of the country 
were 100 to 1000 acres; and he did not 
think that in clearing these lands the 
settlers could average more than 25 per 
cent, in 20 years. They had been told 
that in some parts of the province there 
was room for a large number of settlers; 
but to get them there the government 
most give them encouragement. In a 
great numl>er of cases people have to 
hunt land for themselves, and after 
using up their money they are dis­
couraged. • If some person qualified to 
show settlers land were appointed, and 
he knew where they coula be placed, 
many men would be glad to take up 
land. ' If in any way the government 
could see their way clear in this matter, 
it would be beneficial. There were 
thousands in the British Isles who 
would gladly take up such laud. The 
settlers who have come have taken up 
more than they could clear, and to-day 
are “land poor." If lots of fifty or sixty 
acres were set apart for the poorer 
classes it would l>e a great help toward 
settling the country.

Hon. Mr. Robson said the govern­
ment were doing everything posai 
ble to discourage speculation.

They were considering eolouizAlion ! 
schemes of placing several familial on; 
land in parts of the province. Oh* was , 
to bring out settlers from the old coun­
try without any ttuaiicial charge on the 
province. There was a natural greed b 
to acquire more land than could be f 
utilised bv settlers. The legislation

askod during the present session was to 
encourage small settlers and to dis- 

■ courage speculation. Last year land 
exploration was begun aud thisryear 
much more would*be done in that way. 
The wording o; the resolution seemed 
almost to itoply const!: e of the govo: li­
ment; he hope l it would be withdrawn.

Mr. Beaven sai l there was always 
hope for repo uc m-•. The govern­
ment had been s > dila ory in this mat­
ter that the lion, imoui or who moved 
the resolution ua-.l evidently become 
impatient and liu-i 1 »si contidjiive in 
the goveru iiout. The matter was of 
great importance an.I Mr. A nier son 
should be comm MUod for th step he 
had taken. It was a la t> ul. 
that for want of i ‘‘ormation 
settlers have be • compvi.fd <> ' a- .- 
the province. Tli • :.dm n\.>i 
the laud department Tor the last l 
years made it imposa Modi) give i • 
motion to settlers. Th<r ur. -vs ‘ 
been made in such a way as to make it 
impossible to tell what lands were 
under timber lease, what taken up .and 

! what not. It was quite true some sur- 
veys had been made last year. He had 
been told, however, that in some cases 
the land w as not just as represented by ; 
the reports. He could not, of course, 
vouch for them, but such impressions 
were abroad.^ He hoped the motion 
would not be withdrawn.

Mr. Anderson asked leave to with­
draw the motion.

Mr. Semlin said they had been re­
ferred to the new land act and he defied 
anyone to show that by it the settler 
could obtain land any easier than be­
fore. He asked the government to tell 
the house about the settlers who pro­
posed to come in from the States, as the 

: subject was one of great interest.
The resolution was withdrawn.
Mr. Sword asked the chief commis­

sioner of lands and works:
(a) What applications to purchase, 

-under section 29 of the land act, are now 
subject to forfeiture?

(b) What land has been applied for 
under this sectiôn the purchase of 
which has not been completed?

(c) What are the names of the parties 
who have not completed their purchase 
under this section, the dates of their 
applications, the situations, and acre­
ages?

Hon. Mr. Vernon replied:—
, “A reply to a similar set of questions 
will be found in the Journals of the 
Legislature for 1$89, folio 26

grej__
were made more than six months ago, 
have not yet been completed, and arc 
subject to forfeiture, except in cases 
where good and sufficient cause can be 
shown to the contrary.

“(b.) About 54,000 âcres have been ap­
plied for within the past six months, 
the time for the completion of the pur­
chase of which has not yet expired.

“(c.) The question is so comprehen­
sive that it cannot be briefly answered. 
If the hon. gentleman will call at the 
lands and works office he can more 
readily obtain the desired information.”

Mr. McKenzie asked the hon. presi­
dent of the executive councial:

(a.) Did any person, verbally or 
otherwise, consult with, or communi­
cate with, the provincial government, 
or any of its members or deputies, con­
cerning the sending of the militia to 
Wellington last summer, prior to the 
calling out of that force?

(b.) If so, what was the purport of 
the consultation or communication, 
and what course was advised?

Hon. Mr. Pooley—“No," not to my 
knowledge.

Mr. Martin moved the second read­
ing of Vancouver water works bill.

Mr. Cotton asked that the bill should 
be postponed, as the subject was an im­
portant one to Vancouver and he would 
like to let the city have an opportunity 
to see the bill.

Mr. Martin-objected, claiming the 
city had had plenty of time to see thebill

Mr. Horne asked that the second 
I reading should not be pressed. He 
had not had any opportunity of reading 
the bill and he thought the people of 
the city of Vancouver had not.

After some further discussion, hon. 
Mr. Robson said he considered the in­
terests çf Vancouver as a city were 
entitled to consideration. He was sur­
prised any member would wish to force 
the reading of the bill. It would be a 
very extreme thing for the bill to be 
forced.

I The debate was adjourned till Tties-

The adjourned debate on Mr. Brown’s 
resolution ye Chinese tax was resumed.

Hon. Mr. Robson believed the action 
yesterday on the Chinese question 
would nullify the whole thing at Ot­
tawa. He had been over ruled in his 
desire to have the tax increased in a 
moderate degree. So that the Domin­
ion would more willingly consent to 
the increase.

Mr. Semlin thought the motion now 
before the house was to include the 
Japs.

Mr. Booth wanted the whole motion 
re-considered, and the sum put at a 
more reasonable figure.

Hon. Mr. Robson maintained that to 
\ wait till the Japs began, to come, before 

taking steps to prevent them, would be 
the Chinese evil over again. That was 
just how the Chinese trouble came 
about. An ounce of prevention was 
better than a pound of cure. It should 
be applied now that they were grant­
ing franchise for public works. Why 
should they legislate against the Chinese 
and allow the Japs to come in. Chinese 
had been imported by the thousand 
when the C,P.R. was being put through 
and that would be the case in regard to 
the Japs. Nothing could impair the 
measure passed yesterday, because It 
was reasonable alnd right. His objec- 

1 tion^to that_ vas the sum was placed too

Mr. Brown said he hoped the amend­
ment iVOuld be withdrawn. He thought 
the betterway would be to withdraw 
the original motion aud put the tax to 
$100.

The amendmeut was v ithdrawu.
Hon. Mr. Robson suggested that the 

whole thing should be negatived, and 
settled by bringing in a new resolution.

The question was prsposed1-“Shall 
the resolution as amended pass.” and 
was negatived on the following dlvi-

Yeas.r—Messrs. Semlin, Grant, Me
Keuzie. Cotton, Kellie. Milne. Beaven, 
Horne, Brown, Forster. Keith. iMvie,
Stoddqÿt. Fletcher—14. Nays.—Messrs. 
Sword. Kitchen, Smith, Baker, Robson, 
Vernon, Booth. Hall, Nason, .Poolsy. 
Turner. Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers,
Anderson.—lü.

$ house then wont iThe house then went into, commit tee- 
on the Westminster and Vancouver 
Street Railway act, Mr. Smith in#:the 
chair.
. The committee rose, reported pro­
gress and asked to sit to morrow.

Hoir. Mr. Davie presented 17th an­
nual report of births/ >mpmagtis aiul 
deaths. ^

The house adjourned at ü p m.

THE LEGISLATURE.
BOMB MORE DISCUSSION ON THE 

CHINESE QUESTION.

Mr. B{0wd'r Motion to Increase to Poll 
Tar to 9200, and Mr. Beaven'» Amend­
ment' to Abolish Return Certificates, 
Carried—The Speaker's Ruling.

Tuesday. Feb. 24. 
The speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Fraser.
Mr. Cotton remarked that the Colo- j 

nist had said the second reading of the 1 
school bill was carried without divi­
sion. He contended there had been 
one.

Hon. Mr. Robson differed with him. 
The second reading had passed without 
division.

Mr. Beaven said though no names 
were taken it was a division.

The following petitions were pre­
sented:

By Mr. Kitchen, from Matthew Hall 
• and* others, opposing dyking of the 

Sumas river.
By Mr. Cotton, from 570 residents of 

Vancouver, opposing Sunday observ­
ance bill.

By Mr. Grant, from 1,008 residents of 
Victoria, opposing Sunday observance 
bill.

PETITIONS.
The following petitions were read 

and received :
From Alphonse Desracherand others, 

residents of Nicomen settlements, re 
exemption of Fraser river dyking bill.

From Cornelius McKay and others, 
residents in Townships 10 and 7, Lang­
ley Prairie, asking that government 
road work be done oy contract.

From J. B. Leighton and others, re 
stock killed by C.P.R. company on rail­
way right of way.

From Mrs. Buddy and others, re ex­
tension of the electoral franchise to 
women.

From James Murray aud others, resi- 
ideuts of Chilliwhack, opposing private 
bill for power to direct water of Ved- 
der creek into thj Luc-cu-cuk river.

Mr. Cotton introduced an act to in­
corporate the Vancouver and Lulu 
Island railway company.

Leave granted.
Mr. Cotton introduced an act to in­

corporate the Liverpool and Canoe Pass 
rail wav company.

Mr. Kellie introduced an act to incor­
porate theToad Mountain and Nelson 
Irani wayTcom pany.

MrTHorne introduced an act to in- 
corpôrate the Vancouver and Lulu 
island electric railway and improve­
ment company.

Col. Baker presented a report from i 
the select standing committee on rail­
ways with reference to an act to incor­
porate the Nelson and* Fort Sheppard 
railway company.

The report was adopted.
Mr. Martin presented a report from 

the select standing committee on stand­
ing orders and private bills, that the 
standing orders in connection with the j 
following petitions have been complied i 
with, viz.:

The Toad Mountain & Nelson tram- | 
way company.

The Vancouver & Lulu island electri-
Smtted*^ an(^ *mProvemen*comPany>

The Vancouver waterworks act, 1886.
The report was adopted.
The Speaker gave the following de­

cision: lam asked to role on a question 
of privilege raised by the member for 
East Kootenay, upon the following 
points:—

“If a private bill comes before the 
standing committee on railways or 
private uills, aud is passed by the com­
mittee with or without amendments, 
and the report from the committee is 
received aud adopted by the house, can 
petitions afterwards be' brought before 
the house against the bill on its second 
reading, or on the. future stages of the 
bill? i

Neither May nor our own rules and 
orders place any restrictions on the 
right to petition the house on any sub­
ject that is not in violation of the rules 
of the house. According to rule b7 of 
this house, all petitions beiore or 
against a bill are considered as referred 
to the committee on private bills; but if 
the time limit for the consideration of a 
petition by that committee shall 
have expired, it would he an arbltrarv

; and unconstitutional st: 
authority to deny the petiti 
right to approach the house c 
iect. The house is entitled 
light that can be thrown, Iiy ]

! otherwise, on a measure upoi 
is asked to legislate. In the) 
before me, I think the interei 
petitioners occupy a secondai 
—the value of the information 
ed in the petition to the house) 
first consideration.

May (9th edition), page G2 
“When petitions relate to an1
the subject matter of any m 
pointed for consideration, a
may present them before tl 
commences, at any time durii 
ting of the house." So jealoui 
right 0f petition guarded in I 
of commons, that on one o 
motion for the speaker to 
chair was withdrawn, in ordi 
able a member to present a pet 
was repeated as soon as the 
had been received.

I rule that the presentation . 
tion to the house, under the 
stances set forth by the lion, 
for East Kootenay, is in order.

Mr. Martin introduced, a bil 
able the Okanagon Laud aud 
ment Co., (limited) to construe 
was read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Robson asked the 
to rule whether there was a di 
the school bill last night. He v 
an Impression a division did 
place. I he senior member 
couver thought there was a di’

Hon. Mr. Beaven content 
when ayes and noes were cs 
though no names were taken

The) Speaker ruled that tin 
for ayes and nays constituted a
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! and >" unconstitutional stretch of 
authority to deny the petitioners the 
right to approach the house on the siib- 

: jeet. The house is entitled to all- the 
light that can be thrown, by petition or 
otherwise, on a measure upon which it 
is asked to legislate. In the instance 
before me, I think the interests of the 
petitioners occupy a secondary position 
—the value of the information contain­
ed in the petition to the house being the 
first consideration.

May (9th edition), page 622, says:—- 
“Whan petitions relate to any bill, or 
the subject matter of any motion ap­
pointed for consideration, a member 
may present them before the debate 
commences, at any time during the sit­
ting of the house." So jealously is this 
right of petition guarded in the house. 
Oi commons, that on one occasion a 
motion for the speaker to leave the 
chair Was withdrawn, in order to en­
able a member to present a petition,and 
was repeated as soon as the petition 
had been received.

I rule that the presentation of a peti­
tion to the house, under the circum­
stances set forth by the lion, member 
for East Kootenay, is in order.

Mr. Martin introduced a bill to en­
able the Okanagon Land and Develop­
ment Co., (limited) to construct, which 
was read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Robson asked the Speaker 
to rule whether there was a division on 
the school bill last night. He was under 
an impression a division did not take 
place. The senior member for Van­
couver thought there was a division.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that 
when ayes and noes were called for; 
though no names were taken it was a

Speaker ruled that the calling 
for ayes and nays constituted a division.

B- TUB CHINESE QUESTION.
‘ * Mr. Brown move I : Whereas the in- 
.tr.iduet'u n.of Chinese iyto tb,e piovinee 
is Ivghly prejudicin' to tile best inter- 
ests of li e coiuriry, as Chine?o can 

Mp^eo>mi^ii,eusin true sense 
of the u ord: Tl.-eivfuvv. be u ivsolved. 
That an htunbh* address be pivscuied 
to hisSonor theli -tit poevtifiv. ; raving 
hiin t'Ftake such steps as may seem best 

to induce the Dominion govern­
ment to increase the tax on Chinese

Muring into the country from $60 to
^B^pMr.Robson was in favor of $100, 
but wa§ not prepared to go the length 
of $200,|because if they went to such an 
extreme he did not think it would be 

to succeed at Ottawa in getting 
ted. They were more likely 
if they asked for $100. He 
an amendment giving the 

more than one-third of the 
ih was all they got at present, 
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reat extent and derive more 
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lin contended this was only 
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he power they wanted in tJ$Rr 
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with an abstract resolution, 
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question came up.
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e poll tax on Chinamen the 
l been less. More good could 
by a poll tax on Chiuamen 

[ other way. The proper way 
evept the Chinaman coming 
intry, but once he was here he 
lit to earn his daily bread. He 
it vote for a measure prevent­
ion! working. Sometimes he 

be excluded, as in public 
in works for which franchises ' 

reu by the House.
1 id with Mr. Robson. They 

defeating the object in view, 
g the tax too high.
Lr. Beaven thought the matter 
msiderabie importance to the 

It might be argued that the 
H1-Legislature had nothing to 
|it, but it was well the house 
•onounce upon^ it. Many im 
mblic works Were going on, 
ractors would again import 

.mbers of Chinese unless a 
ire placed upon them. There 

;e railway development going 
ashmgton, and no Chinese 

loyed upon them. The" Uni ted
____7 was more stringent than the

Canadian. Our laws should be in har­
mony with them in this respect, This 
is an international question. V[e Should 
urge it upon the Dominion Govern­
ment, who do not recognise the import 

“Tie question. There should be 
1er in the cabinet from the 

,st. A Chinese interpreter 
appointed at Vancouver and 
He was satisfied that there 

[xyhite men who would have 
effective work than a 

could. Under Chinese im- 
law a vessel could bring 
_jan for every fifty tons 
ie tonnage should be largely 
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was
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w< 
States

anoe of t 
a memt 
Pacific 
had!
Vic 
must 1 
done 
Chf 
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to strike out all the words after “coun­
try" in line 2, down to including “$200" 
in line 6, and insert:

“And whereas the Chinese immigra­
tion act of Canada has proven in a great 
measure beneficial, but is in some re­
spects defective, more especially in that , 
its third section permits the employ- ! 
ment of a Chinese as interpreter, and 
we think it would be preferable that a 
suitable person of our own race should 
be obtained;’ i—iBBEBMB «gag

“And whereas the fifth section per­
mits vessels to carry one Chinese im­
migrant to anj; part of Canada for 
every 50 tons ot its tonnage; but we are 
df opinion that a much larger restric­
tion should ,be imposed, and fewer 
Chinese carried on e:\ch vessel, 
or their importation prohibited;

“And whereas the 8th section impos­
es only an entrance duty of $50 ou every 
person of Chinese origin entering Can­
ada,, when $200 is in our opinion the 
lowest entrance-duty that should be 
charged if Chinese are allowed to cuter 
Canada;

“And whereas the 4th sub-sectioq of 
the 8th section provides that the en­
trance ditfy of $50 shall not apply to any 
Chinese person who resided or was 
within Canada on 1st January, 1886; 
and the 13th subsection authorizes the 
issuance of a certificate of leave to de- u 
part and return to Chinese who wish to “ 
leave and return to Canada; but, in our 
opinion, the entrance duty should ap- 
JDly to all Chinese other than those 
meutiQiied in sub-sections (a) and (b) of 
section 8, and the issuance of the above- 
mentioned certificates should be entire­
ly abolished;

“Be it therefore resolved, that a iv- 
spectful address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant governor in coun­
cil, requesting him to take such steps 
as may seem best to him to move the 
Dominion Government in this matter,”

It was quite true $200 was too small» 
tax; Mr. Be,aveu thought this" was to­
tally inadequate, but he placed the sum 
at such a figure as he thought everyone 
would vote for.

Mr. Baker said he had "asked a resi­
dent of Spokane, Who was in the city, if 
they employed Chinese on their rail­
ways and he answered “Yes, hundreds." 
He did not think they could tax British 
subje..«s. A great many Chinese came 
from Hongkong.

Mr. Beaven said ho spoke from in­
formation received from others as walk, 
as from his own "observation. lu T«** 
coma so strong was the feeling that the 
ladies had agreed not to employ them.

Hon. Mi^ Robson said he saw Chinese 
in Oregon aud Washington employed 
on railways. He believed in using‘all ! 
proper means to have them kept out of [ 
public works. He was in favor of hav- 1 
ing return certificates abolished and in- | 
cluiliug Japs as well.

Hon. Mr. Turner did not believe so 
mu-h in legislation. The number has 
dccivtis-o i considerably during tiie last 
four or live years. He wquld like to 
-ee it;e tux raised. Several manufac­
turers could not rgu to-day without 
the'». He referred to one oi the larg­
est industries, the salmon canning. The 
pack the last few years was very large. 
$1,159,0)0 was expended for wages, 
'the Chinamen getting $210.000 
and the sura oi $940,000 was 
paid to workmen. If it had 
not been for the Chinamen that indus 
try would not have been in existence. 
Land had been cleared by Chinamen at 
a cost white men could not undertake. 
While he would be sorry to see a large 
influx of Chinamen, he thought they 
were somewhat maligned. The Japs 
work for as low wages as the Chinese 
and the question was whether" they 
worked as well. They were being in­
troduced in considerable numbers. He 
was told that the ladies who were 
banded together in Tacoma were the 
wives of politicians who were soon to 
run for office. He would not vote for 
the resolution or amendment.

Mr. Forster said if the Japs were as 
bad as the Chinese they ought also to 
be excluded. He favored Mr. Beaven’s 
améndment.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said Chinamen were 
a necessity in the caûneries. If return 
certificates were done away with the 
canneries could not exist. The China­
men were leaving the country any 
way and there were not enough left to 
affect white labor. They were a neces- 
ity iu clearing land. If the Chinamen 
are totally excluded it will be a very 
serious tiling for the country. He 
thought a very large tax would force 
the Chinese to appeal to the courts and 
the legality of the tax was questionable.

Mr. Cotton said he would vote for the 
amendment.

The Attorney General wished to 
move to insert “and Japanese" after 
Chinese in the amendment.

Mr. Semlin said the AltonrêV Gener­
al’s idea to put in Japs would /kill the 
bill at Ottawa.

Mr. Keith said the .amount named in 
the resolution waaJ insufficient. He 
thought the provinpè could get on far 
better without Chinese. He wanted to 
raise the tax to $500.

Mr. Rogers said if the Chinese are 
allowed to come people would employ 
them. He would be willing to put on 
any restriction to keep them out.

Mr. Hall said it would be impossible 
for white men to do some work m can­
neries at three times the cost of China­
men. He spoke favorably of the Japs. 
He hoped the house would not say the 
Chinamen must not come in at all.

Mr. Milne said the point was in the 
interests'of white labor. He estimated 
one white man was equal to five China­
men as far as the good to the country 
was concerned. The leader of the 
Government seemed to favor Chinese. 
Not less than a year ago the Dominion 
was considering the repeal of the Chin­
ese tax. This amendment of the leader 
of the opposition would show that the 
province had not changed their minds 
in the matter of wishing to to tain the

tax. The return certificates were no 
good.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said there was no 
man who preferred Chinese labor to 
white, but it was a question whether 
exclusion of Chinese would injure white 
labor. The canneries would be uuable 
to cpmpete with the Chinese labor in 
the States. He would vote against the 
resolution and amendment.

Mr. Brown woujjl vote for Mr. Bea­
ven’s amendment, but leave his own 
resolution to fall back on if the amend­
ment was defeated.

Mr. Grant said it was generally con­
ceded that there are industries that 
cannot be carried on without Chinese, 
but he believed in keeping their num­
bers as few as possible. The Chinese 
had decreased under the $50 tax. He 
could say if he had been as well treated 
by whites in business as he had been by 
Chinese, he would be better off to-day. 

j Until the*1 labor market comes lower 
i industries ccrfild not be carried on with­
out Chinese. He liked to look the 

; matter fairly in the face, and every 
business man would bear him out. As 
to return certificates] if a man goes to 

j China to attend to his own bittiness, he 
ought to l>e allowed to return. He 
thought it an injustice to sweep them

Mr. Booth said there had not been an 
argument brought out to show that the 
Chinese had increased. Indeed, it had 
been shown they had decreased. He 
was..ppposed to both resolution and 
amendment.

Mr. Beaven’s amendment was put. 
Hon. Mr. Robson explained that he 

would Vote against the amendment in 
the hope that the resolution-of Mr. 
Brown <is proposed to be amended by 
the attorney-general would pass. '

The amendment to the resolution 
j was carried on the following "division:
! •• Ayes — McKenzie, Kitchen, Kellie. 
Brown, Forster, Keith, Davie, Eberts, 
Stoddart, Rogers, Milne, Cotton, Grant, 
Beaveu, Horne, Semlin.-*-!6.

Nays—Sword, Smith, Baker, Robson. 
Vernon, Booth, Hall, Nason, Pooley, 
Turner, Croft;, Hunter, Fletcher, Anil-, 
erson.—14.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved in amend­
ment, seconded by Mr. Eberts^ to in­
sert in line one of the resolution, be­
tween the words “Chinese" and “into," 
the words “and Japanese.” To insert 
in line 5 ohvthe amendment, between 
that" and “its," the words “it does 
not extend to Japanese and." To add 
ta the resolution the words “and also 
to urge upon them the propriety of 
placing the Japanese undqr the same 
restriction as Chinese."

Mr. Brown hoped the house would 
| vote it down in so emphatic a manner 
that he would uo, bring tip such a thing 

1 again. The attorney-general wanted 
; to kill the whole thing and he knew.
! perfectly well that suelw an addition 
' would have the matter dJBou-holed at 
I Ottawa.

Mr. Eberts thought the Japt question i 
: wAs just as important as the Chinese | 
question. “ - »

Hon. Mr. Robson moved the adjourn- 
I mint of the debate, and said there 
would be no night session to-morrow 
some of the members having engagte-

The house rose at 5:30. 1
NOTICES Ob' MOTION. V

On Tlmvsdawiext—Mr. Sword tonde 
leave to introduce u bill intituled “An 
Act to amend the ‘British Columbia 

; Railway Act.’ ’’
By Mr. Martin—On Thursday next 

—Thakjwhereas at the present, time the 
j m$il service for the Osoyoos district is 
Ta monthly service to Camp McKinney, 

j to the great inepnvunienoe of the inhabi­
tants of the said district ;

I And whereas it would be for the 
; greatest benefit of the inhabitants of 
the said Os ayons district to have the 

1 said mail seiadeo extended to Rock 
Creek and changed to a fortnightly ju- 

1 stead ot" a monthly service; i
Be it therefore resolved, that a hum- 

j ble address ho-presont<*l to his honor 
the lieutenant-go vernpiT'-'in council, 

j praying him 'to take steps to entire the 
said mail service to Rock Creek, in the 
Osoyoos district, to he changed from a 
monthly to a fortnightly service..

THE LEGISLATURE.

ah Afternoon and Evening of Practical Rou­
tine Business In the House.

Monday, Feb. 23.
Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers .v Rex. Mr. Fraser. 

f, PETITIONS. M
Bv JV1' - Rogers—From I. B. Nason 

and ollievs, re wag'd! r«md in Chilcotln. 
Cariboo district.

By Mr. Milne—From Mrs. Boddy and 
other?., re e\tvni-u>h of electoral fran­
chise id women.

By Mr. Kitchen —From residents of 
Chilliwhack, Opposing? private bill for 
power to direct water or. Veddar river 
in Lu-eu-cuck river. * r.

By Mr. Semlin—From J. B. Leighton, 
and others, re stock killéd by C.P.‘R. N 

v Co. on railway right of way. \
i By Mr. Sword—From Alphonse Des- 
frocker and othèrs of Nlcomen settle­
ments, re exemption from provisions of 

z Fraser river dyking \jlm.
By Mr. Sword—From residents in 

Townships 10 and 7, Langley Prairie, 
asking that government work be done 
by contract.

REPORTS.
Standing committee on railways re­

ported the following complete with 
amendments: — Chilliwhack Ry. Co.; 
Vernon & Okanagan Ry. Co.; Nicola 
Valley Ry. Co.; to ameud Ashcroft & 
Cariboo Rv. act, 1890.

Received and adopted.
The committee on private bills and 

stand orders reported the bill to incor­
porate the Vernon & Nelson Telephone 
Co. complete with amendments, and 
asked leave to reconsider the bill to 
incorporate the Toad Mountain & Nel­
son Tramway Co.

Report received and adopted.
Hon. Mr. Robson introduced a bill 

intituled an act for the observance of 
the Lord’s day.

Read first time. Second reading on 
Wednesday.

Mr. Kitchen moved for the second 
reading of an act respecting the West­
minster and Vancouver Tramway Com 
pany and the Westminster Street Rail­
way Company (No. 20), and explained 
the act was to enable the two com­
panies to use the same motor power.
The were perfectly willing to have the 
Chinese clause inserted.—Carried.

To be committed Wednesday nexÇ.
Mr. Baker introduced an act to in­

corporate the Upper Columbia Naviga­
tion and Tramway Co.

Read first time and referred to com­
mittee.

Hon. Mr. Robson moved. That a com­
mittee. composed of Messrs. Davie, 
Grant, Sword, Croft and Martin be ap­
pointed to enquire into the circum­
stances connected with admission of 
local partners also into the position of 
the financial affairs connected with the 
Contract let to Messrs. F. B. McNamee 
on the Esquimau graving dock, in order 
that the dispute in connection with the 
matter might be brought to a settle­
ment.

The standin g orders were suspended 
and the motion carried.

Mr. Milne withdrew his Sunday bill.
Hon! Mr. Davie asked that the House 

order bill No. 17 as amended be printed.
He complained that the Colonist had re­
ported him in the discussion on the bill 
as having said he would bring in an 
amendment to allow one day to elapse 
between the time of publication and the 
issue of a writ. He had, in reply to the 
question by the senior member for Van­
couver, said that he would have no ob­
jection to the insertion of the clause.
Mr. Cotton had understood him to say 
he would be willing to allow it to be in­
serted.

Second reading of the pharmaceutical 
bill passed aud the house went into 
committee of the whole. Mr. Hunter 
in the chair

In committee after some, discussion 
Mr. Hall taking the ground that the 
bill was of the .nature of a trades union.
He would like"to «çive it a six months 
hoist. He moved that the committee 
rise.

The bill was opposed on account of 
its local character. On the other hand 
it was argued that if the country dis­
tricts wished it applied to them they 
might ask for it; and that it was in the 
interests of human life that competent 
persons only should dispense medicines.

Mr. Milne moved in amendment that 
the committee rise, report progress and 
ask leave to ait a'galn.

The amendment was carried. Leave 
was given to resume next sitting.

Col. Baker presented report of com­
mittee on railways, asking information 
on certain points of committee practice.

The speaker remarked that the prac­
tice of strangers coming on to the floor 
of the house in future must be confined 
to heads of departments.

The house rose for recess at 5:4 > p in.
EVENING SESSION.

Monday. 23rd,
The house sat at 7:30 p.m.
The house went into committee of the 

whole on summary convictions bill, Mr. 
Kellie iu the chair. The committee 
rose without reporting.

In answer to a report from the pri­
vate bills committee, asking whether, 
after they had reported a bill, they could 
consider a petition opposing that bill.

The speaker said he would give his 
ruling to-morrow.

(The petition was that opposing 
Crow’s Nest and Kootenay Rail wav 
bill).

Bill was taken up. .
Hon. Mr. Davie in doing so said it 

had been suggested by members that 
in Westminster district! it would facili­
tate business If county court judges 
could transact.supreme court business.
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The bill passed its second reacting, 
and was committed, Mr. Stoddart in 
the chair. After trifling amendments 
to the first section, the committee rose, 
re: •rted pregress. and asked to sit to

The adjourned debate on second 
reading of the school bill was then 
taken > p. . , . ...

Mr. Semlin resumed his remarks oi 
Friday. Before speaking on the qu-s 
tion he explained that the TiMr.s o 
Saturday had reported him as avers» 
to the school system being vested V 
any government. He had said that i< 
might work in other provinces perfect 
ly well; but here ll e u >n litious wen 
different and the present government 
could not be trusted in the matter. 
His argument was that the 
government was trespassing upon the 
powers of $Ee trustees; that it was de­
trimental to do so; and' the true policy 
was to give them more power. Suppose 
the management of British Columbia 
schools was centered in the city of Vic­
toria. Could these schools be governed 
properly that way? He contended not. 
as to nominating trustees. Wherever , 
the trustees do not agree perfectly with 
the government, trouble would imme­
diately ensue. He recollected one case. 
It went very well until the trustees 
elected a teacher who was not approved 
of by the department ; ana the ; 
result was the school was closed. 
In another case the department ignored 
the trustees "of a school and appointed 
three new men. The new board endorsed 
the old board and. from that day the 
school was in difficulties and was finally 
closed. The fact that three trustees 
nominated by the government and four 
by the city, satisfied him the govern­
ment intention was to control the 
schools. Instead of advancing the 

I school interests he was afraid they 
- would advance their own political in- 
I terests. He took exception to the prb- 
I position of centralizing power in the 
f government. They had not time to de­
vote properly to that and their depart­
ments. Why did the government in­
terfere with teachers institutes. Teach­
ers were intelligent enough to govern 

i their own institutes. This school bill 
was a retrograde measure. Those in­
terested in education criticised it very 
much. Thq general tendency of it was 
centralization in the government. He 
would not support the second reading.

The second reading was carried. To 
be committed to-morrow.

The house rose at 9.30.
NOTICE OF MOTION.**"

Mr. Çotton—On consideration of the 
act regarding the Westminster and 
Vancouver Tramway Co., and West­
minster Street Railway, in committee 
of the whole, to move to add the fol­
lowing new-section: That the company 
Shall complete and equip that portion 
of its works, equipment, line ana road­
way between tne boundaries of the two 
cities before Dec. 31st, 1891.

Mr. Sword—To a-k leave to intro­
duce a bill respecting damage done to 
stock.

Mr. Sword, on Wednesday 25th, to 
move the adoption of the report from 
the standing committee on railways, 
providing that the rights of eminent do­
main upon special conditions, but with­
out the necessity of a special charier be 
granted as a right to applicants for a 
railway line.

Mr. Beaven. to add the anti-Chinese 
clause when the following be consider­
ed in committee of the wnole :

aTo incorporate Burrard Inlet and 
Fraser Valley Railway; to incorporate 
the Chilliwack Railway Co.; £o incor­
porate Vernon and Okanagon Railway 
Co.; to incorporate Nicola Valley Rail­
way Co. ; to incorporate Ashcroft and 
Cariboo Railway Co.; to incorporate 
Vernon and Nelson Telephone Co.; to 
incorporate To,ad Mounfain and Nelson 
Tramway Co.

THE LEGISLATURE.
the t.tubt. BILL GHOST WGAIN 

HAUNTS THE HOUSE.

Cla.ee Nine Blinde on » Ver, Close Diet- 
slon—Clause Five Stricken Oat—The 
Debate on the Education Bill Again 
Taken Up and Adjourned.

Thursday, Feb. 20.
The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Dobbs.

PRIVILEGES.
Mr. Brown rose to state that an edit­

orial in the Vancouver telegram of last 
Wednesday was wrong. It accused him 
falsely of making an annexation speech. 
He wished to deny the whole matter.

PETITIONS.
Col. Baker presented the report of 

the railway committee, which trans­
mitted the Burrard Inlet and Fraser, 
river valley railway bill with amend­
ments. !

The report was adopted.
Mr. Smith submitted the report of the 

mining committee, which reported the 
bill relating to gold and otther minerals, 
excepting coal with some amendments.

Hon. Mr. Beaven suggested that each 
bill be endorsed at its different stages.

Col. Baker in moving the following 
resolution:
That this house take into considera­
tion the adoption of the report from the 
standing committee on railways, name­
ly: “Your committee respectfully recom- 
metid to the house that before any of 
the private railway bills before the 
house are taken into consideration, the 
government be requested to consider 
the advisability of amending the pres­
ent railway act by introducing a clause 
which will provide that the right of 
eminent domain, upon special condi­
tions. but without the nesessity of a 
special charter, be granted as a right to 
applicants for a railway line pointed 
out that it was desirable to obtain the 
opinion of the government on the

Hon. Mr. Robson could not under­
stand the object the hon. member 
had in bringing the resolution forward.

The Speaker did not think the reso­
lution was properly before the house.

Col. Baker said he had only carried 
ont the wishes of the railway commit­
tee.

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought that a mis- 
appreheusion existed. There was a 
distinction between considering the 
matter and adopting it.

Col. Baker moved the adoption of 
the resolution.

Hon. Mr. Robson would ask the hon. 
member to do nothing of the kind at 
this time.

Col. Baker again pointed out that he 
was bound to obey the wishes of his 
committee. However, he would- be 
willing personally»to withdraw the re­
solution.

The resolution was accordingly with­
drawn.

Mr. Cotton asked the hon. the minis­
ter of finance the following question: 
What were the amounts received dur­
ing the fiscal year ended June 30th, 
1890, and during the half-yevr ended 
December 31st, 1890, from the provin­
cial revenue tax in the cities of Van­
couver, Victoria, New Westminster, 
and Nanaimo.

In answering, Hon. Mr. Turner said: 
That during the year ending 30th June, | 
1890, the returns had been Victoria, j 
$8,619; New Westminster, $3,033. At i 
that time neither Vancouver nor Nana- * 
imo had made separate amounts, but 
had been included in Victoria and New 
Westminster. For the half year, end­
ing December, 1890, the figures had 
been, Victoria, $921; Nanaimo. $564; 
New Westminster, $522 and Vancou­
ver, $900.

Mr. Cotton in moving the secohd 
reading of the companies bill, said that 
certain important changes were needed 
in the act so that the powers of the act 
might be better known. To give a bet­
ter opportunity to capitalists the bill 
should be changed that the issuance of 
stock might be acilitated, He also ex­
plained now the bill would materially j 
assist business.

Hon. Mr. Davie did not see anything 
objectionable to the bill. On the con-[ 
trary, he believed it a very beneficial 
measure, as certain changes in the pre­
sent act were üesirable.

Hon. Mr. Beaven did not quite coin­
cide with the views of the others. To 
his mind the bill would hardly apply to 
companies at present formed. How­
ever, he should vote fdr;, the second 
reading, as with amendments it was a 
beneficial bill.

Bill read a second time and ordered 
committed on Tuesday next.

The Hon. Mr. Davie moved on con­
sideration of the report on bill (No. 17) 
intituled “An act respecting actions for 
libel and slander," the following amend­
ments:—

In section 4. to insert the words “or 
by admission” between the words “de­
murrer’ and “he" in line three.

To strike out the whole of section 5 
and to substitute therefor Che following:

‘*5. (1.) In an action for libel contain­
ed in a public newspaper or other 
periodical publication the defendant 
may plead that the libel was inserted 
in the newspaper or other periodical 
publication without actual malice and 
without gross negligence, and that be1 
fore the commencement of the action, 
or at the earliest opportunity after­
wards, he inserted in the newspaper or 
other periddical * publication a full 
apology for the libel; or if the news­
paper or periodical publication in 
which the libel Appeared be one ordin­
arily published at intervals exceeding 

/ one week, that he offered to publflh

the apology in apjy newspaper or pub­
lication to be selected by the plaintiff 
in the action:

“(2) In any such action the plaintiff 
shall recover actual damages only, if it 
appears on the trial of the action that 
the article was published in good faith, 
and that there was reasonable ground 
to believe that the same was for. thé 
public benefit, and if it did not involve 
a criminal charge, and if it appears that 
the publication took place in mistake 
or misapprehension of the facts, and 
that a full and fair retraction of any
statement therein alleged to be erron­
eous was published either in the next 
regular issue of the newspaper or ether 
periodical publication aforesaid, or in 
any regular issue thereof published 
within three days after the issue of the 
writ, and was so published in as con­
spicuous a place and type as was the 
article complained of :

“ (a) Provided, however, that the 
provisions of this act shall not sipply to 
the case of any libel against any candi­
date for a public office in this province, 
unless the retraction of the charge is 
made editorially in a conspidtious man­
ner at least five days before the elec­
tion."

In section 6, to strike out the words 
“of the plea” in the 9th line, and sub­
stitute therefor the word “thereof."

To strike out the whole of section 7.
In support of thè amendments sub­

mitted, the attorney-general showed 
how the amendments were calculated 
to be of benefit.

The changes of section four were then 
passed.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to arrange 
several clauses leaving out the follow­
ing subsection to 2. 3: No such action 
shall lie unless and until the plaintiff 
has given to the defendant notice in 
writing, specifying the statements com 
plained of,,such notice to be served in 
the same manner as a plaintiff’s state­
ment of claim is served, or by deliver­
ing the notice to sorhe grown-up^ per­
son at thq place of business of the de­
fendant."' His experience was that the 
newspapers only made matters worse 
when a retraction, or correction was 
asked of tljem or when given a chance 
to retract before suit, for instance a 
paper say publishes of Mr. Jones that 
ne’d stolen a horse. Jones gives notice 
under the act, and is met with some­
thing after this fashion. “We were 
wrong about Jones stealing the horse, 
and we apoligize for doing him an in­
justice. We should have said that he 
received the beast in a questionable 
way and the receiver is worse 
than the thief—being thus libel­
led wirse than before—owing to 
his having given the statutory notice—. 
he can do nothing regarding the sec­
ond libel until he gives a second notice, 
and then possibly the retraction as­
sumes this shape. “It was all a mis­
take about the horse, but what has 
Jones to say about his having forged 
his uncle’s name once upon a time to a 
cheque for $500, for which hé narrowly 
escaped the penitentiary ?” Poor Jones 
can do nothing vet until he serves a 
third notice, and so on, the publisher 
dancing ahead of him each time like a 1 
“Will o’ the Wisp," every effort to put 
himself straight being met with fresh 
calumny.

Since the last discussion upon the 
libel bill they had had an exact case in 
point. He had called attention the 
other day to:a misreport in the Colonist 
which had wrongly inferred that both 
he (Mr. Davie) and the premier had 
stated that a lady had approached them 
by a corrupt offer to recognize a cer­
tain claim. The Colonist had publish­
ed a correction of a certain sort, but 
had accompanied it with a paragraph 
of “Billingsgate” headed “Evil be to 
him who evil thinks." That was just 
the treatment that a man wronged by 
calumny from such a journal would be 
subject to if the section now proposed 
to be struck out were allowed to remain. 
The editor of that newspaper had said, 
referring to the libel bill, that the edi­
tor had asked for bread' and he had 
given them a stone. Hé thought if re­
ference were also made to the scrip­
tures he could find another illustration.
He (Mr. Davie), in this case, had asked 
for a fish but they had given him a 
serpent. The public woulafindthistobe 
the way in which they would be treated 
if the press were given more latitude.

He (Mr. Dfvie) would not have 
brought this matter forward were it not 
for tne pointed illustration furnished 
by the Colonist in this case, and which 
afforded a fair example of how the pub­
lic would be treated were the law re-

3uiri6g notice allowed to prevail. The 
ifficulties in the way of, or the griev­

ances of newspapers to which allusion 
had been made, were more imaginary 
than real. There could be no difficulty 
arising out of the fact of a newspaper 
not being notified. If it chose to retract 
immediately on being served with a 
writ, the costs would «mount to a mere 
matter of $10 or $15. To put in this 
clause he had moved to strike out 
would only save this expense, whereas, 
on the other hand, the injustice done to 
the party attacked would have been 
grave indeed.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that it 
would be a serious mistake to strike 
out those words. He could not see why 
thé press should be deprived of the op- ' 
port unity given by the clause He 
could speak on the subject from his per­
sonal experience. He had never insti­
tuted a libel suit, though he had had 
many favorable opportunities. As at 
present, the suit was begun by the mere 
issue of the writ, which did not set 
forth the offence complained of. That 
was only known at a later stage, and 
be therefore did not see why that par- \ 
ticular part should be struck out. He 
moved an amendment to insert the ; 
clause which Mr. Davie had moved to', 
strike out.

Mr. Cotton would uot say that fie had 
asked the Attorney-General for a fish 
and had received a serpent, but he had 
asked that the delay of a day should be 
allowed to elapse after the publication 
before the issue of the writ.

Mr. Davie had no objection.
Mr. Beaven’s amendment was then 

put and lost and Mr. Davie’s motion 
carried by a vote of 23 to 6.

Hon. Mr. Beaven could not see why 
the section should be struck out. He 
thought it a very simple thing for any­
one who considered themselves ag­
grieved to make a proper statement of 
what they complained of . He thought 
the Ontario act covered the matter

UMVr. Cotton asked that one day be al­
lowed to elapse after the appearance of 
the alleged libel before the issuance of 
a writ.

Hon. Mr. Davie assented to this. 
Amendments passed.
Hon. Mr. Pooley moved that clause 

9 of the libel bill be struck out, *aud ex- 
. plained the legal reasons for so doing. 
I Hon. Mr. Beaven spoke against strik­
ing out section 9. as it was necessity 
that security for costs should be put up 
at the commencement of a case.

Hon. Mr. Robson should support the. 
resolution as the putting np of cost 
was in the "Way of a poor man getting 
justice. JIt would be no hardship for a 
rich man to put up costs. He did not 
consider it probable that men of straw 
would bring foolish charges against a 
newspaper.

Mr. Milne thought the law should be 
retained. It had acted well in Ontario, 
and would, he believed, act wéll here. 
He knew of instances where papers 
have been Harassed by men who had no 
real grievance. Personally he believed 
that the papers of this province were 
conducted by fair-minaed men who 
were not anxious to abuse or misrepre­
sent anyone.

Mr. Eberts pointed out what the 
newspapers could do in the event of an 
action of libel being brought, but he 
did not think the resolution asking for 
costs was one calculated to be a hard 
ship to anyone. He did not think that 
any judge of the supreme court would 
be in any way lenient towards the 
newspapers, and should support the 
original clause.

Mr. Brown coincided with Mr. 
Eberts. He was sure that in the event 
of any honest poor man being abused 
by a paper, there would be no difficulty 
to get costs. It was often the thirty of 
newspapers to draw attention to the 
acts of persons in the public welfare, 
when the publication of such things 
were in the eyes of the law libellous.

Mr. Cotton thought the matter had 
been pretty thoroughly threshed out. 
The opinion of the house had been 
taken tne other day. He was in favor 
of the resolution as it now stood.

Hon. Mr. Davie was in favor of strik­
ing out section 9 altogether, and at 
considerable length explained how 
much better the act would be without 
the section.

Mr. Semlin said he was surprised at 
the attorney-general. 4frho mtist, from 
his own confessions, have been in the 
habit of associating himself with a very 
low set of rascals of journalists, who 
should, if what the attorney-general 

! said was true, have been sent to the 
! penitentiary long ago. The speaker 
I had an idea that tne organ of the attor- 
j ney-general had had a difference with 
i him. He thought too much attention I 
was given to the poor man in this dis­
cussion, when as a matter of fact the ! 
poor man was not likely to care 
whether there was a libel law or not.

Mr. Booth was in favor of the clause 
and what had been said by the at­
torney-general had made him even 
more (determined to support it. He 
thought if the lawyers would advise 
some means to decrease the costs of ac­
tions some real good would be done to 
the working man. He had heard of 
cases where benevolent lawyers who 
had taken up cases and carried them 
through witn a hope of future reward.

The attorney-general—They would 
lay themselves liable to the peniten­
tiary if they did.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—Do you mean to 
say they do not ?

Mr. Booth continued, saying he 
should vote for the retainment of sec­
tion 9.

Hon. Mr. Robson here rose to read an 
item in the Westminster Ledger, refer­
ring to. the carelessness of tne govern­
ment with public documents. He would 
say that there was not the slightest 
truth in the statement. There were 
newspapers and newspapers in the 
province. Many of them were well and 
carefully conducted, while others were 
—well—not.

Mr. Grant was in favor of section 9 in 
reference to costs being retained, as it 
would be a protective measure for a pa­
per and keep it from being shut up by 
a charge of libel. At present to discuss 
a case after a writ was served was con- 
tempt of court, and by the issuance of a 

^ comment could be stopped. He 
iih n,k ,îoy. honest Public man 

!r!H l a,™d,of haying his actions 
criticised. He thought that the item in 
L. “hon'd be investigated, and
its truth or falsity ascertained. If it 
was wrong it should appologize He 
thought it right that all actions of the
^Zrn m!5l thou,d 1,8 criticized, ar d Be believed wljat was all right in other 
oounmes was all right here8 in respecï

On being put to the vote the clause
W Hon Mr H 8taad 15 ttye9’ 1( "" 

non. Mr. Beaven moved sever-il
Carriedmendmenta t0 the libel 

With Mr. Semlin in the chair the ad 
journed committee on the 
court bill asked that ahTirdcf f£Pïhïïr 

I discharge be given.—Carried *°

I



'.,1
Wither. Smith in the ctudr. the bill 

to incorporate the order of Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate was taken up. After 
discussion, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again.

It was carried that the pu blicacco unts 
up to date should be referred to com­
mittee.

PUBLIC SCHOOL BILL.
The adjourned debate of the public 

school bill was again opened up. Mr. 
Semlin in reopening the debate, said 
that the educational interests of the 
country were very important, and at 
considerable length he reviewed the 
history of educational matters in the 
province, ife felt it desirable, consid­
ering the large amount of expenditure 
on educational matters, that the house 
should closely watch the department.
He thought k necessary to do away 
with any political head to educational 
matters. Why the head of the 
government should represent the head 
of the schools, he failed to see. He was 
sure that the government did not re­
present the nfajority of the electors of 
this province. In view of this he 
thought that no political head in the 
shape of government control should be 
allowed to exist. He kuew that per­
sonal feelings now often existed in the 
control of schools, as too much power 
was placed in the hands of the execu­
tive. He pointed out that the heads of 
the departments could use undue in­
fluence. Under the conditions of the 
law proposed the executive could be 
domineering, exacting and unjust,/and 
no redress could be had. Thi^qhould 
all be changed. No such power should 
be -allowed to rest in the hands of the 
po&tlncial secretary, as the executive 
hadendeavored to retain the right to 
the appointment of trustees. He would . 
ask the house if the conduct of the so-^r 
called minister of education had beepn 
such as to warrant the granting of even 
more power. Several cases could be 
cited where the power had been abused.
It had been stared by the provincial 
secretary that trustees were not as a 
rule"trustworthy; the speaker would 
dispute this, and he was at a 
loss to know why the trus­
tees of the province could not 
be entrusted with the powers given to 
the trustees of the other provinces. No 
good reasons had been given why they 
should not be so trusted. If the de­
partment of education had control of 
the affairs of the schools, then they had 
in the past broken their own laws, par­
ticularly so in the case of the now cele­
brated Mr. Muir, whose certificate had 
been cancelled in defiance of an act 
which said no such cancellation should 
be allowed. If this non-observance of 
the law was an instance of the methods 
of the department of education, he 
thought some enquiry was necessary. 
Somebody was responsible, either the \ 
board of examiners or the department, 
and the matter should be explained. 
Causes for cancellation had been refer­
red to, but had not been specified. He 
thought it had been shown that certifi­
cates had been cancelled on account of 
personal dislikes, while other certifi­
cates had not been cancelled when thee 
should have been. He believed when 
this had been proven, that the depart­
ment of education was an inefficient 
machine. The action of the minister of 
education in giving the control of the 
schools to city councils was a danger­
ous experiment. Aldermen might make 
good civic rulers but be failures as dir- j 
ectors of schools.

At this point the debate was ad­
journed.

Mr. Brown, by permission, read an 
item from the Westminster Columbian 
contradicting the ^statement of the Led­
ger re carelessness of the Government 
officials with public documents. He 
drew attention to the fact that the Led­
ger was a Government organ, the Co­
lumbian an Independent.

Hon. Mr. Robson in moving the ad­
journment of the house, gave notice 
that next week night sessions would be j 
commenced, being held on Monday, ;
Wednesday and Friday evenings.

The house then rose, it being six 
o’clock.

NOTICES OP MOTION.
Mr Eberts—On the consideration of 

the report of the bill respecting actions 
for libel and slander, to move the fol­
lowing amendment : In section 9, to 
strike out in the ninth line the word 
««01•” and insert In lieu thereof the word

Hon. Mr. Beaven—On consideration 
of the report of the Libel Bill, to amend 
section 8, line 9, by striking out “or" 
and inserting “and;" also, in line 18, to 
insert “or judge that the action is tri- 
ml or frivolous or.”

THE LEGISLATURE.

r

Yesterday a Day of Routine Work in the 
Legislative Assembly.

Thursday, Feb. 12.
The Speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock.
Mr. Keith presented a petition on be­

half of the Nanaimo Electric Street 
Car company, seeking incorporation.

Col. Baker, chairman of the standing 
committee on railways reported, re­
commending to the hobse that before 
any of the present private railway bills 
before the nouse are taken into consid- j 
eration the government be requested 
to consider tne advisability of amend­
ing the present railway act by intro­
ducing a clause which will provide that 
the- right of eminent domain, upon 
special conditions, but without the ne­
cessity for a special charter, be granted 
as a right to applicants for railways.

Mr. Cotton introduced a bill entitled 
the Burrard inlet railway' and ferry 
company, which was read a first time 
and referred to the standing committee 
on railways.

The house, went into committee of 
the whole on the message of the lieut.- 
governor, conveying the school bill, at 
2:15 and rose at 3:40, when the message 1 
of his honor was reported to the house, 
the bill read a first time and put down 
for second reading Tuesday.

The house again went into committee 
on the message conveying the revenue 
tax bill, Mr. Forster in tne chair. Mr. 
Turner explained that the object sought 
by this measure was the handing over 
of the personal tax to the corporations 
of the four cities.

The message was reported, and the 
bill read a first time.

THE ASSESSMENT ACT.
The house having gone into commit­

tee to consider this message. Mr, 
Semlin said the government were going 
to make a mistake in this matter, if 
they sacrifice the interests of the stock­
holders of this province by reducing 
the taxes of at least one large corpor­
ation. It is well known that the country 
through which the C.P.R. runs is not 
fenced; and before the construction of 
the road it was one immense stock 
range, over which cattle roamed at 
will; Lut since the construction of the ; 
road it is found that this industry is 
seriously interfered with. The engines 
of the U.P.R. are continually slaughter­
ing the stock of the settlers, and no 
remuneration is ever received from the 
company for this loss. Mr. Semlin 
suggested tl^the government repre­
sent to the Wrapany when seeking a 
remission of taxes that they first take 
measures to protect the stock raisers 
by fencing in their line. ,

Mr. Davie pointed ont that the duty 
of the house was first to amend the laws 
of the country in this respect and then 
compel the company to fence in their 
line irrespective of any assessment act.

Mr. Beaven moved an amendment 
that the act is insufficient in several re­
spects, and docs not authorize the as­
sessor to make the distinction between 
improvements on lands made by the 
actual settler and those made by a rail­
way on its roadbed.

■fhe amendment was lost and the 
committee rose.

On the motion to report to the house 
Mr. Beaven moved that same1- amend­
ment, on the ground that this act pro­
poses to exempt the improvements of 
a wealthy corporation, and leaves the 
actual settler outside.

Mr. Grant thought -it wise that the 
people should be encouraged to make 
improvements and not be taxed for do­
ing so. \

Hon. M*. Robson spoke in the same 
sense, bint thought that legislation 
should gradually lead up to this ques­
tion. But.nt could readily be seen that 
this motion was merely one of want of 
confidence un thougoveroment. They 
were perfectly prepared to give this 
matter the greatest and most careful 
consideration, “when the time comes.’’

Mr. Semlia was in full sympathy with 
the leader ofuhe government, he ac­
knowledged that the opposition were 
qui'c right in their views, but there is 
one gr ;:t obs acle in the way and that 
is to carry th< questio i now would be 

pto defeat the j ;overnment. That senti­
ment was per ectly natural.

The amendRient/yas lost.

THE LEGISLATURE.
MR. HORNE EXPLAINS THE REA­

SON WHY HE WAS ABSENT.

The land 
third tinje

hill was read a

OF MOTION.
By NJj^FcfyAon—To introduce a bill 

companies’ act.
rMr.ybavie — Monday*-^- Bill to 
l the iupreme-court act. 

lie housp rose at ti p. m.

The Mechanics* Lien Act Again Submitted 1 
to Committee — The Debate en the 
Pharmacy Bill Adjourned Until Next 
Week—Work Ahead.

Friday, Feb. 13,1891.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 

o’clock and business was at once pro-
CMr Keith introduced a bill to incor­

porate the Nelson and Fort Sheppard 
railway company tor the purpose nf 
constructing a line of railway from a 
point on the outlet of Kootenay lake, 
near the town of Nelson, thence to a 
point at or near Fort Sheppard, by wav 
of the valley of Cottonwood i?*i;th 
creek and the Salmon river, with
power to construct and maintain branchFines, and also tç construct and operate 
telegraph and telephone lines in con­
nection with the railway. Ihc capita! 
stock of the company shall be Sl.aVUc 
000, dit ided into lo.OOO shares of *100
each, which shall he applied, first, toK 
the payment of all costs and expenses 
incurred in the passing of this act, and 
the remainder for the purposes of the 
company's undertaking.

Mr. Keith, as chairman of the W ell 
ington committee, asked the house for 
the appointment of a secretary.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Mr. Horne*ose to a question of privi­

lege regarding the recent anti-Chinese 
meeting at Vancouver, at which a rase- 
lution censuring Ml". Horne for being 
absent from the debate on this question 
in the house. Mr. Horne w*slatdnp 
with illness at the time. He had neier 
shirked a vote, and never would

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought that those 
gentlemen who passed the vote in ques­
tion must have Iteen misinformed with 
reference to Mr. Horne. To Mr. Hea­
ven’s personal knowledge that gentle- 
man was indisposed and in bed at the 
time. Mr. Beaven felt sure that Mi. 
Horne would never shirk a vote on any 
question. He thought they had, both , 
accidentally and unintentionally, done 
Mr. Horne an injustice.

Hon. Mr. Robson agreed with the 
sentiments of the last hon. member, 
because he (Mr. Robson) was aware of 
the fact that Mr. Horne was very jnck 
at the time. He wished to say, how­
ever, that It is most nnfuunnate that 
these organizations called working- 
men’s organizations, are sometimes so 
precipitate in coming to conclusions of 
this kind, thus doing an unintentional 
injustice to their best friends. He 
hoped this would be a warning. In the 
present case they had been misled.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the hon. leader 
of the government in defending Mr. 
Horne Bad done an injustice to an 
absent body. He was very glad to see 
workingmen take an interest in public 
matters, and thought they were to lie 
commended for so doing.

Mr Davie presented a return regard* j 
ingthe estate of the late Armstead 
Buckler, (intes ate).

MECHANICS LIEN ACT.
On this question being resumed 

Honorable Mr. Beaven moved to 
amend section 12 by striking out all 
the words after “behalt in the fifth | 
line down to and including ‘ may in 
the eighth line, and insert “a pay roll 
containing the names of all laboreis 
who have done work for him upon 
such works or improvements, with a 
receipt in full from each of the said 
laborers, with the amounts which were 
due and had been paid to each of them 
set opposite to their respective names, 
which pav roll shall” Also to amend 
schedule C so as to show the amount 
earned and the amount paid.

The amendment was read a nrst 
time, and on the motion to read it a 1 
second time— „ , ... .

Mr. Booth moved that tho bill be re­
committed. as there were other amend­
ments to be made. ...

Mr. Beaven did not see why this 
should be, and went into another ex­
planation of the bill. ,, i

Hon. Mr. Robson thought it would 
be wiser if the lion, member would 
consent to the bill being referred to 
committee, as several members had 
come to the conclusion that the lull 
required some other amendments. Mr. 
Robson, personally, was inclined to 
have the workman’s lien confined to 
two weeks’ wages. He thought this 
amendment would not be agAinst the 
interests of the working man v on the 
contrary, it would do away with those 
long periods of credit which do iiot 
bunetit the workingman. Then, again, 
Mr. ltolison would favor giving the. 
wuL'kiiv’inau tirât lien, anti the material 
man second lion in respect to the mate­
rial he had supplied.

After considerable discussion Mi. 
Hunter pointed out that this hill had 
been introduced as one for the benefit 
of mechanics and laborers, It had been 
discussed and accepted as such, and In­
for one was not going to stultify him
self by retracing the ground, that h»s 
he-'- gone over in the first instance.

The-debate proceeded on the merits 
of the bill, which have already been 
reported, while there were three ques 
tions before the house. ■

After amendment and counter amend­
ment ha-1 been made, the debate was 
adjourned until Friday next.

Mît,,*, moved the second readingS&'SrsSSï;
any person to pracBœ. or
practice the P '»fess,on ^ Ming
isEm

foroe^oMhis acL^y/mrë’prsctisitigJn thH

SESSgHÉ

BE^b‘1
during before ‘he regjstrar^f the ■■£

and are, at the same time of the passing 
of this act, so engaged in this 
shall be entitled to be placed on the 
registry as licentiates, and that all ap 
prentices, who arc acting as snehat tto 
time of the passing of this act, shall be 
entitled to oe placed on thc registry a 
certified apprentices, and the 'time they 
have already served in such capac y 
shall be allowed them.

Some discussion ensued on matters ot 
detail, till the Attorney-General asked 
to hear the views of the 'e»ÿr..0* 
Opposition He bad °PI”8®dDa'L°t£" 
bills in this respect, and Mi. Davie was 
anxious to see what Mr. Beaven s course 
would be on this matter.

Hon. Mr. Beaven never liked to dis 
appoint the Attorney General. He baa 
read this bill very carefuUy.and as far 
as he had tried to understand the work 
ing of It, he had to confess that it is not 
a hill for which he could ' Ote for second 
reading. In the first place this bill pro 
poses to establish a pharmaceutical as­
sociation in this province, and to-that 
association it ts proposed to grant the 
power to frame by-lavra. An th,s is 
the essential feature of the wh, le b11 ' 
there is no limit to the framing of those 
by-laws; they can alter or amend them 
iust as they please. Ever}* person who wttots yto practise pharmacy 
in this Province must obtain a ertm 
rate to do so. and comply with the by 
laws of this association. Now there is 
no knowledge of what is the scope of 
those bv-laws. The clause governing 
certificates provides that In some cases 
persons who possess eertiticates from 
other places may be permitted to prac­
tice here. If the object of the clause is 
to protect the public. Hr. Beaven rould
not see why if a person passed an ex­
amination in another country, he 
should not pass another ii thts liMore 
he could practice here. Mr. Beaten 
thought as the hour for a,UourJ*Ven* 
was drawing near, and there »» » 
great deal to say on this subject, the de 
Bate had better be adjourned.

The motion was passed.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Mr. Cotton—Tuesday—For a select 
committee, composed of Messrs, bemltn, 
Eberts? Hall, Forster and the mot er, to 

I investigate all matters connected with 
the seizure of the Hesperus and her 
crew with power to call for persons 
and papers, and to report to the House.

Mr Kitchen—To amend section 12 of 
the Mechanics’ and Laborers Bill, by 
providing that a contractor shall put 
up on the works or improvements a 
copv of the receipted pay roll, from the 
hour of noon until 1 p.m„ on the first

sub-section 2 
of section 23. of the Mechanics and 
Laborer’s Bill, so as to s«'l're>> 
era six weeks’wages instead?! a month.

Hon. Mr. Uavie-Certam amend­
ments to the Libel and blander Bill, 
when up on third reading. . j

Hon. Mr. Beaven-Certain amend-
mentstothe Libel “d Slandet Bill, 
when it comes up for third reading.



ENQUIRY INTO THE SEIZURE OF 
THE HESPERUS AND CREW.

The Assessment Act Considered and W*- 
cussed—Mr. Brown's Bill to Prevent 
Minors Smoking Favorably Met—An­
other Sunday Bill i'romised.

Tuesday, Feb. 17.
The house met at 2 o’clock p.m.
Mr. Cotton introduced an act to 

amend the companies' act. 1890
Hon. Mr. Vernon—An act to amend 

the land act.
Mr. Cotton moved that a select com­

mittee, composed of Messrs. Semlin, 
Eberts, Hall, Forster and the mover, to 
investigate all matters connected with 
the seizure of the Hespejrus and her 
crew, with power to call for persons 
and papers, and to report to the House.

IJpn. Mr. Darie said that there would 
beiio objection to the motion, although j 
the government might justly take ex- ! 
ception to the method pursued in seek- j 
ing an enquiry in the house before lay­
ing the grievance before the govern­
ment. He understood the'eircumstan- 
ces of the case to be that the vessel, the 
Hesperus, was seized by ^provincial 
police officers upon suspicioa-ti(being 
engaged in liquor trade with Inclltroe- 
up North, and her owner arrested up­
on the charge, which was hearcl^ before 
Mr. Planta, the stipendiary raagiqjrate 
at Nanaimo, who convicted the défend­
ant. The witnesses in the case were 
principally Indians, a number of whom 
were brought from Cape Mudge and 
points further north in order to testify. 
The owner of the “Hesperus” brought 
an appeal from the conviction, the hear­
ing of which, according to the law then 
in force, would have necessitated the 
bringing the witnesses together again 
and taking the evidence de novo as 
there was no provision under which the 
evidence given upon the conviction 
could be used upon the appeal. The 
difficulty and expense which would 
have been attendant upon gathering the 
witnesses together again and bringing 
them to Na îa mo was so serious tnat 
the government did not feel justified in 
incurring it, and so the appeal was al­
lowed to go by default and the convic­
tion quashed. As a consequence of this 
case a representation which he, Mr. 
Davie, had made to the Dominion gov­
ernment had caused them to amend 
the law so that the depositions taken at 
the hearing before the magistrate could 
now be read upon an appeal.

The object of the present committee j 
is to enquire into the grievances of the j 
owner of the Hespures who allege* that 
his vessel was wrongly seized, and that 
he has suffered damage thereby. But 
in preferring his complaint ho had 
adopted every course except the right 
one. What he should have done was 
to have laid his case before the govern­
ment showing his claim, if any, to re­
compense, and the Government would 
have been bound to have accorded him 
fair play. Instead of that he had satis­
fied himself with airing his grievances 
in the newspapers. A month or two 
ago, a lady had called upon him 
(Mr. Davie) and had shown him 
some of their articles, at the same time 

the injustice which she claimed 
had been done. He (Mr. Davie) had 
told her than that she had taken the 
wrong course, that it was possibly then 
not too late to take the proper one of 
officially laying the matter before the 
government. This she had said she 
would do, but instead of the govern­
ment being asked to investigate the 
matter, we now have the present in­
quiry before the house asked for. As 
he had said, there will be no objection 
to the motion, but it would have been 
fàr better if the proper plan had been 
pursued.

The resolution was carried.
THE ASSESSMENT ACT.

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the second 
reading of the assessment act.

Mr. Semlin had asked that the second 
reading-or the bill be deferred for a 
couple I.;' lays to afford time to receive 
a ooui.uunication from the people up 
country who were most interested; but 
as the finance minister pul forward the 
motion for second reading, Mr. Semlin 
entered a protest against the remission 
of taxation to the U. P. R., until they 
had done justice to the settlers who had 
suffered loss by its engines. These resi­
dents have drawn up a petition, which, 
however, had seemingly not yet reach­
ed the House, asking that the second 
reading be deferred until the C. P. R., 
had promised to compensate the settlers 
for the injuries they had sustained, or 
to take precautions against their suffer 
ing such losses in the future. There 
can be no injustice inflicted on the C.
P. R., by delaying the remission of 
their taxes, because the company could 
approach the government at auy time 
in this respect.

Hon. Mv. Robson thought the hou. 
member wanted the government to 
remedy one wrong by perpetrating an­
other. He asked the horse to take and 
consider this bill on its merits, as it was I 
not one specially for the assessment of < 
the C.P.R. in British Columbia, but for 
all railways in the province. Mr. Rob­
son referred to the matter of taxation 
of railways in this province which, 
under Jhe present act even, would be 
subject to a higher rate of taxation than 
In any of the other provinces. The 
necessity of not catching railways by 
the throat when they ventured into this 
province was shown to the government 
about two years ago when, by the action 
of the C.P.R , there was a danger of the 
disallowance of the act. It was, also, 
a very extraordinary thing that this 
slaughtering of cattle has been going 
bn for a number of years aipt there hns^

been no complaint, although. Mr. Rob- 
«ou «dmitteif it the facts as l>re>en « 
were reliable, (and he had no hesitation 
in believing them otherwise) such a 
slate of things is simply outrageous. 
He stated that the auovney-general 
was preparing a bill to remedy this 
matter.

Hon. Mr. Beaven th night that the 
correspondence in regtvd to the dis­
pute between the government and the 
C.P.R. should have been placed before 
the house, so that hon. members should 1

be placed in the same position as the

Sovernment, and be thus enabled to 
iscuss the question. This corresjKrad- 

ence-had taken place about two years 
a""o, and nothing had been heard of it.

Mv. Robson stated that it was men­
tioned last session, on the question of 
the remission of taxes.

Mr Cotton, speaking on the bill, re­
ferred to the question of the tax on 
wild lauds as one that had caused a 
great deal of discussion throughout the 
province. The minister of finance bad 
told the house that this assessment act 
would be in conjunction with th$ laud 

. act, and if so he would ask, for that 
* reason, that the second reading of the 

' assessment act be held over
until members had had an
opportunity of considering the land 
act. Then it could be discussed intel­
ligently. Mr. Cotton would very much 
like to see some legislation introduced, 
with a view to preventing the killing 
of settlers' cattle. He also agreed with i 
the idea of increasing the tax on wild 
land, but the bill does not go far 
enough. The best way to deal with 

, this was to put on an ad valorem tax, j 
l or something like that, on wild land. I 
He thought that the measure deserved 
the most serious consideration, and, 
for the reasons he previously stated, 
would like to see the second readin g 
postponed.

Dr. Milne moved the adjournment of 
the debate, which, after a long discus­
sion, was, by consent, withdrawn, when 
the house resumed the discussion of the 
main question.

Mr. Brown agreed with the idea tiiat 
this tax should t>e, in a measure, an ad 
valorem tax. A man has no moral 
right to lock up large sections of laud 
fqr the purpose of speculation, and it is 
therefore right that all reasonable mea­
sures should be taken to prevent any 
one from doing so.

Mr. Booth concurred in this, aud 
promised to support the second read- 
rag.

Mr. Semlin, Mr. Davie, and Mr. 
Baker also spoke briefly to the motion, 
and the bill was read a second time, to 
be committed on Thursday next.

MINORS’ TOBAÇCO BILL.
Mr. Brown introduced his bill regu­

lating the sale or gift of tobacco to 
minors, for second reading. It pro­
vides that any person who shall sell or 
give, or cause to be sold or given, any j 
cigars, cigarettes, smoking or chewing | 
tobacco, snuff, or any other form or ; 
preparation of tobacco, to any person 
having reasonable cause to believe such i 
person to be under the age of fifteen 
years, shall, on conviction thereof upon 
raformatieu under oath, in a summary 
way, before any two justices of the 
peace or a stipendiary magistrate, be. 
liable to a tine not greater than the sum 

j of twenty dollars.
Any person who shall accept any 

I money or other valuable consideration 
to act as the agent of any person under 
fifteen years of a age in procuring for 
such person any cigars, cigarettes, 
smoking or chewing tobacco, or snuff, 
or any other form or preparation of 
tobacco, or who shall supply to any per­
son under fifteen years of age any such 
cigars, cigarettes, or other form or 
preparation of tobacco, on the promise 
of any money or other valuable consid­
eration, shall, on conviction thereof, 
upon information under oath in a sum­
mary way, before two justices of the 
peace or a stipendiary magistrate, be 
liable to a tine not greater than the sum 
of ten dollais, or to imprisonment for 
any term not greater than five days, at 
the discretion of the convicting magis-

Hon. Mr. Davie promised his warm 
support to this measure so far as he 
was individually concerned. He had : 
observed a good deal of the evil effects 
of tobacco on youth.

Hon. Mr. Beaven also supported the 
bill, but thought that as well as prohib­
iting tobacco, there should be a pro­
vision against opium smoking.

Hon. Mr. Robson—That is against the j 
law now.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said there is power 
in the municipal statutes dealing with 
this, but he did not think that there 
was any law actually prohibiting opium 
smoking. There was a provision which 
was in reality a license, which for ten 
dollars a month practically permitted 
smoking opium. Mr. Beaven believed 
that the practice in. young people of 
smoking tobacco is injurious both men­
tally and physically; but he thought a 
great’deal of this kind of training was 
move a matter of early education than 
anything else. It is far better to per­
suade young people that tobacco is 
injurious to them than to have to force 
them into abstaining from it. He hoped 
the opium clause would be inserted.

Mr. Semlin had great pleasure in 
supporting this bill, holding that wher­
ever the good of the state was concern­
ed the state should be paramount. So 
that if it it is found that smoking tobac­
co is injurious to minors, it is the duty 
of the state to step in and prevent it.
And it is the same yritlr alcohol (hear, 
hear), because the youth now growing 
up are the future citizens, aud it is the 
duty of the state to see £hat they grow 
up Proper men and women.

Mr. Forster thought the enforcement 
of this, measure would create deceit; 
still hé was satisfied if the house could 
do good, by uassing this bill, it was the

duty of the house to do so. He thought. 
howeVer, there should be more taugh t
iu the public schools of the evil of this

Dr. Miluc would vote for the second 
reading, believing it was a good move 
in the right direction. He referred to 
the depress! ng.^ffects of tobacco, which 
were such that it was never used in 
practice as a medicine, and if the effects 
were »uch in adults, how much more so 
would Ux^hc on youth. ;

HtVfMr. Rolxk.n promised the bill 
his most hearty support. He also 
thoroughly agreed with his hou. friend 
from Yale (Mv. Semlin) that in a mat 
ter where the good of the state was 
concerned, the state should Interfere. 
This was4^ch a matter 

The bilTwas read a second time aud 
committed, s*ith Mr. Forster iu the
Chlt six o'clock the committee rose and 

reported progress, asking leave to sit
again.

questions.
Mr. Kellie—Thursday—W otild the 

» government be willing to grant a land 
or cash subsidy to assist the establish 
ment of reduction and refinery works 
at Nelson) or some other convenient 
point on Kootenay lake?

Mr. Mackenzie—Thursday—Did anv 
person, verbally or otherwise, consult 
with or communicate with the provin­
cial government or any of its members 
or deputies concerning the sending of 
the militia to Wellington last summer, 
prior to the.calling out of that force?
If so, what was the purport of the con­
sultation or communication, and whatr 
course was advised?

f(a) Have the provincial government 
làid any money or Incurred any pecun- 

ary liability in copéequence of the 
militia having being sent to or main­
tained at Wellington last year?

(b) If so, to what amount or to what 
extent?

(c) Have the Dominion government 
or anÿ of its employees, or any corpor- 

! ation, commercial firm, party or person 
| made or prepared, verbally or other- 
I wise, any claim against the provincial 
j government in consequence of the mil- 
I itia having been sent or maintained at 

u Wellington, last year?
(d) If so, of what nature or amount? 
Mr. Cotton—Thursday—What were 

the amount» received during the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1890, and during 
the half year ended December 31, 1890, 
from the provincial revenue tax in the' 
cities of Vancouver, Victoria, New 
Westminster and Nanaimo?

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Col. Baker—Whereas, the introduc­

tion of what is known as the anti- 
Chinese clause into private bills may 
prejudicially affect the introduction of 
capital iu furtherance of private enter­
prises. and may prove detrimental to 
the interests of the white laboring 
classes of the province by interfering 
with trade, by limiting freedom of con 
tract and by checking the prosecution 
of certain valuable industries ; and 
whereas there is considerable doubt 
whether the imposition of such a clause 
in private bills, sanctioned by the legis­
lature of the province, has any legal 
force ; and whereas it is not expedient 
that this house should stultify itself by 
passing acts which have no legal effect.

Therefore be it resolve^, that an 
humble address be presented to his 
honor the lien tenant-governor, praying 
him to cause a judgment of the supreme 
court of the province to be taken as to 
the powers of this house to pass certain 
acts and clauses prohibiting the em­
ployment of Chinese.

Col. Baker—Friday—To recommend 
the house to request the government to 
consider an amendment to the railway 
act, to provide that the right of eminent 
domain, upon special conditions, but 
without the necessity of a special char­
ter, be granted as a right to applicants 
for a railway line.

Hon. Mr. Robson—Thursday—Act 
for the observance of the Lord’s day, 
commonly called Sunday.

By Mr. Kellie—on Thursday next— 
Whereas there are now being mined in [ 
the Kootenay district large quantitf 
of gold, silver, copper ana lead orj 
anu whereas nearly the whole of A 
ore so mined is exported to forenfrn j 
markets for reduction into bullion; and 
whereas it would be to the great ad­
vantage of the Kootenay district, and 
the province generally, to establish a 
smelting industry at or near the town 
of Nelson, or at some other point on or 
near Kootenay Lake; and whereas it is 
a fact that the effect of the imposition 
by the United States of a duty on raw 
ores from Mexico brought a great 
amount of foreign capital which built 
up large smelting works in Mexico; and 
whereas the money representing the 
difference between the price of the raw 
ore and the reduced bullion is now lost 
to this province by the exportation and 
reduction of the said ore in foreign 
countries, thereby benefiting said for: 
eign Countries at the expense of this 
pro\1tice;and whereas the absence of the 
operating smelter in a mineral district 
places the prie# of its raw ore at the 
discretion of the foreign smelter, who 
deducts the cost of transportation of the 
ore from the mine tu his smelting works, 
thereby lessening -llie'" Value of the ore 
by so much at least, and oftimes more, | 
to the miner himself; and whereas the 
establishment of a smelting industry 
would tend materially to increase the 
population, by attracting scientific and 
laboring meii to the district, whose 
efforts would doubtless be directed to j 
the development and advancement of 
the various industries within its re­
sources, and be the means of retaining 
within the province the large sums, now 
paid for foreign duties, transportation, 
reduction fees, etc., etc.

Now, therefore, lie it resolved, that 
an humble address be presented to the 
Lieut.-Governor, praying him to take 
such steps as ho shall deem mgcygnij1, to

THE LEGISLATURE.
THE PREMIER DEFENDS HIS 

SCHOOL BILL.

And Mr. Beaven Shows that the Object is 
to Ceatrallse all School Management In 
the Hands of the Government—Trustees 
Shoald be Elected by the People.

Wednesday, Feb&18.
The speaker took the chair at twe 

o’clock. yi
Prayers by Rt. Rev. Bishop Cndge.

PETITIONS
1 Mi;. Nason presented a petition ask- 
! ing for a wagon road to the mouth of 

Quesnellc lake.
I Mr. Martin—Petition of cattlemen 
1 asking that the C.P.R. be called upon 
I to maintain their fences;

REPORTS.
Mr. MaXtin presented the report of 

the private bills and standing orders 
committee, reporting several buis.

Col. Baker presented the report of 
the railway committee, reporting the 
Crow’s Nest and Kootenay railway bill, 
with amendments.

Mr. Kellie introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Kootenay Lake Telephone 
Co- (Limited).

The bill to incorporate the order of 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate (No. 19), 
was. read a second time.

the public school act.
Hon." Mr. Robson introduced this, not 

merely as an amended bill, but one 
complete in itself, although for the 
most part based on sections of the act 
now in force. The system of education 
in British Columbia for a long series of 
vears, with more or less change, is one 
of which, Mr. Robson felt. British Col­
umbia has a right to feel proud. When 
the population and the revenue of the 
province are taken into account, he 
considered that British Columbia spent 
more money on education than any 
other province in the Dominion. He 
also believed that our educational sys­
tem is one of the best and most liberal 
that could be found in Canada, speak­
ing of it generally. All systems are 
not equally workable in all the prov­
inces. For instance that in existence 
in Ontario is found to work admirably 
there, while it would be altogether im­
practicable here, for the simple reason 
that throughout Ontario the municipal 
system prevails, and it does not here.
It has been felt for some years, and the 
feeling is increasing, that the cost of 
the public schools In this province is 
growingbeyond the means at our dis­
posal. During the present fiscal yeai 
it will take from the treasury the sum 
of 1168,060; and it is growing at the 
ratetof 12 per cent, annually. In the 
face of this it Is necessary to decide how 
this burden on the public revenue can 
be lightened. Two or throe years ago 
Mr. Robson introduced an amendment 
to the school act, which was In reality 
the thin end of the wedge to remedy 
this burden on the public revenue. 
The present measure, was Intended, 
figuratively speaking, as a further tap 
to this wedge. It did not intend, in 
the slightest degree to Infringe on the 
main feature of our educational system, 
which is to place within the reach of 
every man’s child a solid, common 
school education. But there has been 
a cry on the part of the municipals es 
to have more to do with the education­
al system within their.bounds, and thti 
bill, he was glad to say. was a step in 
that direction. Mr. Robson then pro 
ceeded through the bill, of which, as it 
was a long one. and based largely on the 
act at present in force, he only took the 
new clauses. Clause 4, which provides 
that the members of the executive coun­
cil shall constitute a council of pulic 
instruction; three whom shall consti­
tute a quorum. This Mr. Robson 
pointed out is in force in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. It had been 
urged that the department of education 
was largely a political machine; and 
although a* great deal had been said 
against iMiih the department aud Mr. 
Rohsoii iu this senee. he could person­
ally deny that any teacher had. been 
made directly or indirectly to feel that 
he was so governed. But it was the 
idea to place the "bulk cf the responsi­
bility on the whole govocument. the 
broadest shoulders in the province.
Sub section ten enables the coun­
cil of public iustructiou ou proper 
cause to suspend or cancel the 
certificate of auy teacher, and 
the following subsection provides 
for the determining of cases -of appeal 
arising out of disputes between trustees 
and teachers. This Mr. Robson con­
sidered a most important feature, hold­
ing that the teacher, whose reputation 
tion wits all to him, should have the 
right of appeal to a higher power than 
tue trustees in case he thought he had 
been improperly or wrongfully dismiss­
ed. Bub-section 18 provides for the es­
tablishment of a Normal school for the 
training of teachers iu this province, an 
institution which Mr. Robson polutet 
out was a very necessary one herq 
Sub-section 5 of section 8 proposés t<
brinemndflr iWo —3 -*

■ m___ I   auu auo-section 7. tt
organize and conduct, under régula 
tions framed by the council, a teacher’* 
.institute or institutes. Section 22 says 
Of the seven members of the board ol 
trustees for each city district, three 
shall be appointed by the lieutenant- 
ant-governor in council, and the othei 
four shall be appointedby the council oi 
the city,one of which four shall be desig­
nated by such city council as chairman. 
Such chairman, at any meeting of the 
board of trustees, shall have a casting 
vote in all cases of ec 
votes, but shall have no ot
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Section 38. The lieutenant-governor In 
council shall be at liberty at any time
pointidhvfu?nl °ffij:e any trustee ap 
his /a1.™' und?r the provisions of 

re** ? iPP?lnt mother trustee 
of tl™ ,n h® PlaT'e 01 “<*,or ‘he residue ZmJ?.tpiredjerm of-the trustee eo
ciUhIn , ,ri0n;i0™?C: and the city coun- 
Hr.pi t have the same powers with re- 
hfrTIZ™91®®8 appointed by them.

“f"" was aware this section had 
A »o,„ l ,lg , d,deaI of adverse criticism. 
Sc?ilnn l a 0f l| too- was erroneous, 
ties ?h^i'"lac,s thal the mnnicipali- 
éach,rea Vay "ne half of the 

teachers salaries and the gov­
ernment the Other half. Sec- 
rheri n,8uys that no certiiicate shall be 
E “ a teacher who
do”®. not furnish satisfactory, proof of
Koard ni”™ ddifictcr, and satisfy the 
S?*td °f examiners that he or she is a 

P.' 0pe,r, person to lie granted a 
“ttihente. Mr. Robson felt that this 
thZ fo'tî" d H6 attacked; but it is one 
“dP* to be a scholar, and another to be 
a gentleman. It is one thing to have 
scSoiastic qualifications, and It I, an 
on. ,w° f ? successful teacher; it is 
one thing to have a university degree.
It is another to have a good moral
thatcamfii 2nd, il is ,high|y desirable 
in m,md datt8 f0,r positions as teachers 
hL?,|W f schools should satisfy the 

,°f examiners as to their moral 
r,h^acfenr as well as scholastic aliility. 
ft.1." enacted by section 58 that all 
th*™ of certificates, who shall have 
Lrofto he p“b,i? schools of the 
P.re.V^e for a period pf fifteen years, 
shall be entitled to have their certifi. 
whtit ,T«newed without examination
til the servicc°nllnUB aCtiVely 8ngaged

reiSinL.Mr moTed the second
reading of the bill.

Mr Roaven said the history of 
this government, like that of its pre 
h^n>hr' » m one direction. It has 
been the effort of the last speaker to
tton^M186 “j.1 the P°wer of the educa 
tional department in himself individual- 
iy',„,„*',** the general consensus of 
îïâ throughout the province to-dav, 
and there was nothing more calculated 
nnw°hfV™ ‘dat opinion than the bill 
man ‘t® house' The bon. gentle- 
man h«l spoken about one of the featkTn o?f|kh‘8 bm. beinkg the decentraliza­
tion of the public schools; why the bill 
"bowed that just the exactly opposite 
ti thfb® ®îî?' i Tbe on*/ change ie thatibl«/boMp„nu/‘i,tLerdn^"f

Power of the provincial, 
secretary, who has paraded this pro- ' 
vince under the guise of the minister of
education a «tie to which he has no 
nght whutever. The bill gives what is 
vj™Z?.°UBCI ° pubIic instruction, a 
very pretty name, but It is the same old
toJto ih? C°U« ‘.hat has been work- 
Ing In this matter for some time. Men- 
tion had been made of the strie- 
î}|”* “d criticisms made on 
the so-called minister of education; 
but there was nothing in the old act
itiXuSi? minl"te>' of education; it was 
"f™ply?n execntive order that placed 
h.nH. d, ^ onal, department In the 
hands of the provincial secretary’s de­
partment. Another feature of this bill 
Is the appointment of one portion of 
fb®, t,rhU8tee,"cby ‘.he governor in-council,
This is n^er -b7 theu “uuidpalitles. 

i-idf.inT'ner. the trustees anv
remrïii V8 lng 11 from them anil 
"iti-gU upon the government; 
fM* whit the provincial secretary has 
be”in fPi"*.1® do fora number of years, 
Sfd that is why «, little interest 
is manifested in the lrustee elections of 

, ", Proper way to extend the
powerof the trustees is to extend that 
Sh-n ,r°p fkby,whom they are elected. 
ShaM the authority to spend the money 
extracted from the pockets of the rate­
payers be vested in a few people

WHO PAY COMPARATIVELY NOTHING.
“A *haU they have the right to say 
who shall be trustees? Mr Beavon 
ventured to say thal when the provin 
cial secretary »„ called upon to pay
taxes mthiscity-he did not contribute 
probably more than the provincial rev­
enue aud the road tax. And yet it 1, 
such men as this who are to 'sdv who 
«hall be trustees. Such a lbhi„ i8 
enough to create a revolution in anv 
other country which would hoist these 
men out of their seats, and let them 
know that the people rule It i, enough 
to make any one’s blood boil to see 
such i etmgressivc measures—Attempts 
InH^i® away. tile power from the people 
and place it in the hands of a few Irres­
ponsible persons (hear. hear). The 
trustees that the Government may ap-
I,,0™t: dj1 ean get men who will be so 
degraded as to accept such an appolnl- 
ment, will be at the mercy of tiro exe­
cutive ot the day. They will have to do 
exactly as the provincial secretary amt 

| tiie executive shall „y, and they mav | M" -"iM««M at any moment. * They 
are to receive no remuneration for their services. But although Mr. BeavZt 
did not think they should, he was of i opinion they should "as oi f

K

BE ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE,
and shoild he responsible to the people I 
who elect them, and not to the exeeu- I 
live council of the day (hear,’hear), j 
The trustees had the* power form- ' 
erly to dismiss teachers for pro­
per cause; but this bill takes 
away a great measure of that power 
and vests it in the council of public in­
struction, Jo which the teacher has the 
right of appeal. We have seen the re 
suit of the power of the provincial secre­
tary in this respect, when one teacher 
was dismissed for the simple reason , 
that he refused to subscribe to some- ! 
thiug that lie knew.to be untrue. Not 
only was that unfortunate teacher re­
moved from the school, but he was pre­
vented by every means from getting 
another. Mr. Beavthi would not take 
up the time of the house by going 
through every section of the bill as the 
jvoviucial, secretary had done in de- 
ence of-a measure that was retrogres­

sive in evwy sense of the word; the 
only object of which is to throw a cer­
tain amount of the expense of the sys­
tem upou the different municipalities*of 
the province, aud centralize the power 
of management in tee hands of the exe­
cutive council. This bill, which takes 
out of the hands of the people the power 
to elect their trustees, also takes from 
the trustees the power to do a great 
many things which they formerly were 
able to do. Take past * events. There 
has been some unfortunate squab­
ble between the trustees of 
Victoria and the provincial secretary, 
with the result that the whole system of 
school work nearly came to a deadlock 
over a paltry bill of some five dollars.
If that occurred under the present state 
of affairs, what would it be under the 
bill before the house. This bill aims at 
making the trustees, as well as the 
teachers, sychophants, and the greater 
sycophant gets the greater amount of 
favors. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Beaven didn’t 
think that this is what we want in our 
educational system. The question of a 
public schoobsystom is one that has

Grown with public sentiment, 
and he regretted that this step which is 
so retrogressive, should have been 
taken. If a greater burden is cast 
upon the people their powers should be 
increased in proportion. Mr. Beaven 
had always advocated as a correct prin­
ciple that the election of the 
school trustees should take place 
the same time as that for 
the city council; and he had also advo­
cated that the boundaries for the school 
districts should be the same as those for 
the city; so that people who contribute 
to the schools should have something to 
say in their management. Mr. Beaven 
repeated that this bill took the power 
out of the hands of the people, and 
when once this is done the people will 
take no farther interest in school mat 
ters.

Mr. Booth promised to support the 
second reading of the bill.

Mr. Brown aid not object to a certain 
amount of autocratic power being vested 
in some person in the management of 
the school system. He thought the 
proper safe guard of public opinion 
would prevent an abuse of that power 
This power he would have vested in the 
inspector of public schools, who should 
not be confined to his office, as at pres­
ent, but should go about the country 
making himself acquainted with the 
working of the system, and directing 
affairs generally. There is one unfor­
tunate feature about the present school 
system, and that is that the control of 
tne schools is vested in the political 
head of the province, and this gi 
them a certain political tinge. There 

j will always bé complaint so long ai 
this state of things exists. He thought ! 
the power of dismissing teachers 
should be vested in the superintendent. 
There were trçp objections which Mr. 
Brown had to the provisions regarding 
trustees—they should be elected, not 
appointed; and then the cities should 
have five representatives instead of 
four. The remainder of Mr. Brown’s 
speech was a review of the condition^ 
of the bill.

Hon. Mr. Turner also spoke, criticfiA 
ing the speech of the leader of the oppo­
sition.

On motion of Mr. Semlin, the debate 
was adjourned and the bouse rose.

ANTI-OHINESE CLAUSES CAUSE 
MUCH DISCUSSION,

The Hon. Leader of the Government Co­
incide* With the View* of the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition on the Ques­
tion—The Resolution Withdrawn.

X

Thursday, Feb. 19.
The speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rt. Rev. Bishop Cridge.
Mr. Booth presented a petition.
Mr. Cotton presented a petition from 

the Board of Trade of Vancouver.
Mr. Martin presented the report of 

the committee on standing orders and 
private bills, announcing that a num­
ber of petitions for private bills were in

The speaker ruled out of order two" 
petitions from residents in Cariboo pre­
sented by Mr. Nason.

Colonel Baker moved the following 
resolution — Whereas, the introduc­
tion of what is. known as the anti- 
Chinese clause into private bills may 
prejudicially affect the introduction of 
capital in furtherance of private enter­
prises, and may prove detrimental to 
the interests of the white laboring 
classes of the province by interfering 
with trade, by limiting freedom of con 
tract amt by checking the prosecution 
of certain valuable industries ; and 
whereas there is considerablè doubt 
whether the imposition of such a clause 
in private bills, sanctioned by the legis­
lature of the province, has any legal 
force ; and whereas it is not expedient 
that this house should stultify itself by 
passing acts which have no legal effect. 
Therefore be it resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant-governor, praying 
him to cause a judgment of the supreme 
court of the province to be taken as to 
the powers of this house to pass certain 

Acte and clauses prohibiting the em- 
plbvtilent of Chinese.

In making the resolution, the speaker 
said that while his remarks might not- 
be acceptable to many in the hotise and 
outside of it, yet he should give ex­
pression to his honest conviction?. He 
maintained that anti-Chinese legisla­
tion did not tend to elevate the work­
ingman; that capital was necessary to 
develop labor, and that capital de­
manded some consideration. Capital­
ists had built a large line of splendid 
steamers at an immense cost, to 
run between this country and 
China which would be the means of an 
outlet to the productions of this coun­
try. If anti-Chinese legislation was at­
tempted it would result in closing 
China’s markets to trade with Canada 
and the result would be financial sui­
cide. He thought that the present $50 
tax was quite sufficient. It had been 
argued that the importation of Chinese 
labor meant the reduction of wages; 
this might be and might not be. In the 
old days of Charles VIII, four pence a 
day for the laborer went fur­
ther than a half crown does 
now? an abundance of labor pr:- 
duced an abundance of raw material, 
hence an abundance of Chinese labor 
çaç çftlçulftted tç be of benefit in some 
degree; again there were many indus- j 
tries in this province which without 1 
Chinese could not exist, the margin of 
profit was so small, and the Chinese 
were, beside being cheap*- peculiarly 
adapted to do the work. Again in rail­
way bnilding Chinese were necessary. 
Without them railways would not be 
built, and thus no employment given to 
a large class of workingmen, if capital­
ists are to invest their cash in this 
province in railways they first ask 
the price of labor, and if prohibitive 
rates are demanded the capitalist with­
draws. A stock argument had been 
used that the Chinese laborer took 

I., away from the country all he saved,but 
X) the speaker contended that the fruits 

of the labor was left behind. -Legisla­
tion on this restrictive line meant in the 
future that only a man who could prove 

v by pedigree tiiat he was a British Co­
lumbian would be able to get a job. He 
did not think it advisable to agitate in 
this matter blindly, aud so had asked 
Chat the judgment of the supreme court 
might be availed of.

Mr. Smith seconded the resolution, 
and stated that his views were much on 
the liues of the mover. Personally he 
was anxious to aid the working man in 
every way, but he did not thiuK in the 
part of the country he represented that 
Chinese were auy great detriment. 
Rather the reverse, for in many cases 
they bought the productions of the 
farmers, aud also the Chiuamau mined 
and developed country which was not 
productive euougb«<or white men. Iu 
reference to cheapness of the labor 
market and the depreciation of wages 
by the Chinese, ne would say that 
wheu the capitalist was determined to

fjetvhcap labor ibe would do so, aud 
f Chinamen could uot be ubtaiued, the 

eastern provinces could Uedrawn upon. 
Mr. Semlin—Hear, hear.
Mr. Smith continuing, said he was in 

favor ot haviug that constitutionality of 
the law decided.

Mr. Foster thought the member for 
East Kootenay hail twn strings to his 
bow. Oue was that the exclusion was 
unconstitulioual, aud the other thatt 
Chinese labor was best for the country. 
It should be the aim ot the bouse to 
legislate on humau rights, aud throw­
ing aside the questions of legality, the 
question - of tairness* to white men 
should be considered. If cheap wages 
were to be obtained; 1#4 n* get white 
men and not Chinesdt whose peculiari­
ties made them obuo%MU|a^ if nothing

else. The member for .East Kootenay 
had said he would not pander to the 
ignorance of the working classes ou 
this question for the sake of popularity. 
This was au insult Co the workers wlto 
were not so ignorant alter all. It was 
not advisable, to the speaker's mind, to 
give the Chinese a foothold here, as it 
was a well known fact that two radfes did not assimilate. It was also pre­
judicial to those who held the voting 
powir to have foisied ou them a large 
class of labor whien had uo vote. At 
the miues of Nanaimo it bad been pro. 
veu that the e.xclusiou of Chinese had 
not been attended with direful results; 
as wheu excluded a plentitudc of white 
men were available: He claimed that 
if anti-Chinese clauses were uot insert­
ed thousands of Chinamen would be 
brought here to be turned loose ou the 
country alter, the work was done. He 
for oue was against any such resolution 
as the one before the house (applause).

Mr. Semlin thought that the^xpres- 
sion of the ùiember for East Kootenay
that he would not pander to the ignor­
ance of the working classes in this 
matter for .the sake of applause, was a 
direct slur on those members of the 
house who had voted in favor of 
Chinese exclusion. '

Mr. Baker said he did not mean any­
thing of the kind.

Mr. Semlin was glad of this, but he 
was still opposed to Chinese immigra- 
tion. If it is the desire of this house to 
build up the province and get it de­
veloped, the Chinamen -should be ex- 
cLided and white people employed. It 
might be to the convenience of the 
employers to have Chinese here, but it

I mu8 benefit df the province.
|~The legislators of the United States had 

even gone further than to exclude 
Chinese and had sought to keep out 
other objectionable classes. It was not 
desirable that Chinese be allowed here; 
it was not in the interests of the prov-’ 
ince. Why should the house challenge 
its own acts and seek to see whether 
the exclusion of Chinese from certain 
works was legal or not. To his mind 
the resolutibn before them was un­
necessary and uncalled for.

Hon Mr. Robson said he might throw 
himself open to the charge of being on 
the fence in this matter, but although 
sorry, he could not quite see his way 
clear to support the resolution bv the 
member for East Kootenay, still" the 
condition of the labor market was such 
that the Chinese were very convenient, 
for without them the large contractors 
were powerless amt at the mercy of a 
limited labor supply. He felt this state 
of things was due to the fact that large 
numbers of Chinese had been brought 
here to build the C. P. R. Had the 
Chinamen nerer been brought here the 
labor market would have levellerjitself. 
When at that time he i^aS-monnected 
with the press he had written against 
the importation of Chinamen, and he 
believed to-day that the present lack of 
white labor was due to the presence of 
the Chinese here. He was inclined to 1 
move an amendment to have rt in the 
form of an address to the Dominion : government asking that the poll tax on I 
Chinese be increased from $50 to $100. | 
He did not think it dignified for the , 
House .to stultify itself by passing 
such a resolution as the ,one before | 
them. Such a, resolution was out of 
place, as the House should not challenge 
its own acts. (Applause.)

Hon. Mr. Beaven was glad to see that 
the eloquence of the member for East 
Kootenay had not prevailed on the 
leader of the government to support 
the resolution, as the resolution was 
entirely uncalled for. The speaker 
showed in a strictly parliamentarian 
sense that such a resolution was out of 
place. He reviewed what had been 
done during the past six years by this 
house in the matter of the introduction 
of anti-Chmese clauses. He contended 
it would be suicidal for the house to 
cast a doubt upon its own legislation. 
He was with the provincial sectary in 
the matter of having the poll tax raised 
to $100. He should, however, go fur­
ther, and recommend that the issuance 
of return certificates be done away 
with.

Hon. Mr. Robson—I am of the same 
idea. They should be done away with 
altogether.

Hon. Mi. Beaven continued, saying i 
it was a matter of congratulation to see j 
the provincial secretary of the same ' 
mind. The speaker would introduce 
an amendment fo the resolution before l 
the house os follows;

“Where»* the Introduction of Chinese 
into the province is highly prejudicial, 
and has proved injurious, by retarding 
enterprise and impoverishing the prov­
ince bv largely withdrawing the capital 
brought in and-expended upon public 
works and enterprises, thus transfer­
ring capital from Canada to the Chinese 
Empire; and whereas, during the con­
struction of the Canadian Pacific rail­
way in British Columbia large cargoes 
of the residents of the Chiuese Empire 
were imported into the prov­
ince, who were practically slaves; 
who caused the province heavy 
expense in maintaining law and order 
and in administering justice; who had 
no interest in the welfare of the prov- 

i ifice, but excluded others of our own 
kind and kindred i>ces, and prevented 
many from finding employment here; 
And whereas there are now before the 
Legislative Assembly a number of pri­
vate acts to iucorporatu railway aüd 
othqr companies for the construction 
of enterprises; And whereas a select 
committee of the house, appointed on 
7th December, 1883, reported on 10th 
January, J884, inter alia, that for the 
future private bills grautlug franchises 
or rightg contaid provisions against the 
employment of /Chinese on any works 
to be undert^l^i iu pursuance of thq



bill'; And’ whereas during the session 
of 1885, Sections were inserted in pri­
vate bills stating that Chinese were not 
to be employed qq the Works author­
ised; Ana whereas on 11th March, 1886, 
a select committee, appointed ‘to pre­
pare a clause to be* inserted in the pri­
vate bills passed during that essioti to 
regulate the employment of Chinese m 
connection therewith ; And whereas, 
on 18th March, 1886, the committee re­
ported clauses which were inserted .in 
life private bills of the character indi­
cated that session, and which are the 
law of the province. “ Now be it there­
fore resolved, That this house is of 
opinion that the practice adopted by 
the legislature in the session of i8ti0.-on 
the recommendation of a select com­
mittee, three of whiyh were members 
of the legal profession, be followed this 
session, and that whilst incorporating 
companies for the purpose of construct­
ing railways and other undertakings 
employing labor-m the work of con­
struction, the necessary atmfa should be 
taken in order that Chinese may be. 
excluded from employment in the work 
of constrncuon or operation."

The speaker was sure that if ^Chinese 
were allowed to be employed the pro­
vince would be vitally injured Many 
railways had to be built, and if Chinese 
were brought here much harm would 
bfe done. Chinese were undesirable, 
and from any standpoint, either that of 
the capitalist or laborer. Chinese were 
known to be undesirable.

Mr. Baker moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

Mr. Hiii ter said in the first place he 
| was nut in favor of Chinese, in the sec- 
! oud pl.ife he was in favor of their ex- 
| elusion, in ilie third place he was op- | 
! posed to the resolution of the mem lier I 
I for Kootéuav; in the fourth placer he 
I was "opposed to the amendment put for- 
1 ward by the member for Victoria city 
(laughter). He consideteil that was 
pretty good for a commencement. He 
was against the assertion that in the 
good old days the laborer was br-tter off 
that he is now. To his mind the laborer 
in the old days did not know what was 
good for him*. The mover of the reso­
lution of the member for East Kootenay 
had made a pro-Chinese speech, and he, 
Mr. Hunter, was utterly opposed to 
this. He could1 not understand the 
scarcity of white labor, as better wages 
were even paid to Chinamen here than 
to whitemen in the east. For his part 
he would always be in favor of white * 
labor and gave preference to it. In any 
case the best possible .Chinaman was in­
ferior to an ordinary whiteman. He ] 
should vote against the resolution. j 

Mr. Keith spoke on the fallacy of the j 
argument that the restriction of Chinese j 
would hurt Canada. He pointed to the i 
States and to Australia which had not 
been particularly hurt by Chinese re­
striction. He thought it foolish and re­
trogressive to pass a resolution of the 
character put forward by the member 
for East Kootenay, when for ten years 
it had been the aim of the country to 
keep Chinese out. He believed that 
the nouse had the right to introduce 
restrictive clauses in reference to em­
ployment of Chinese in those bills 
where bonuses or charters were asked 
for. In a word, the number of Chinese 
in the province now were a menace to 
the laborer, and if thousands more 
were imported great and incalcable 
harm would be done. He should vote 
^gainst the resolution.

• Mr. Booth was also opposed, both to* 
the resolution and its amendment. He 
was opposed to Chinese because they 
were not desirable, but be reserved the 
right to vote as he saw tit on any parti­
cular bill. He did not think the lack of 
Chinese labor would1, predjudice the 
construction of railways here. He 
thought the question of trade was a 
foolish one to bring up.- The Chinese 
did not buy of us because they loved us, 
but because they wanted the goods. 
Exclusion or not would not affect the 
state of trade.

Mr. Baker again moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate.

Mr. Semlin did not see any need to 
prolong the discussion. Two matters 
were now before the house, either for 
or against Chinese, and each member 
could vote as he chose. The matter 
should be settled now.

Mr. Brown waa at a loss to know 
why the old question had been brought 
up. He had thought that several days 
ago the whole matter had been settled. 
As it stood now he should vote against 
both the resolution and the amendment. 
It was not djgniiied for the house to 
rescind its dwn acts, and he was against 
the resolution on that account. His 
objection to Chinamen was well known, 
and did not need to be repeated. He 
believed in the introduction of a good 
class of workers, which was the basts of 
the well being and good of the province. 
No harsh measures had been imposed 
by the Chinese clauses, and he thought 
no company would object to them. He 
would more that an address be sub­
mitted to the lieutenant-governor, ask­
ing that the Dominion government 
raise the present poll tax to $100.

Hon. Mr. Robson was adverse to-the 
amendment submitted by the member 
for the member for Victoria, as in some 
cases it might be for the betterment of 
the province to admit of Chinese being 
employed.

Mr. Smith was against an adjourn­
ment of the debate. He was in favor 
of seeing the matter settled.

Hon. Mr. Pooley asked the leader of 
the opposition to withdraw his amend­
ment, as if voted down, it would place 
the house in a very peculiar position.

Hon. Mr. Beaven did not see where 
any difficulty existed, and asked for an 
explanation.

Hon Mr. Pooley showed that the 
same question could not be voted on 
twice, and if the amendment was voted 
down it would not be competent to vote 

lin on the question.again

| Mr. Forster also asked that thte
i amendment be withdrawn, as there was 

• much in it that demanded study at 
length. - '

Mr.' Cotton did not intend to speak 
but thought that as his position was so 
well known it would not need explana­
tion when he asked both the mover of 
the resolution and the amendment to 
withdraw them. The House should in­
sist on an anti-Chinese clause mail bills 
asking for a bonus. He did not think 
that tne increase of the poll tax of much 
practical good, but rather a strong and 
emphatic-expression of opinion that the 
Chinese were not wanted here. Even 
it the tax M as increased contractors 
would pay it. While Chinese M ere here 
it was fallacious to think to bring white 
men herq. As far as the C.P.R. was 
concerned he was sure that corporation 
did notuish for unrestricted Chinese 
immigration.

Mr. Milne thought it would be a very 
v bad move for the House to pass a reso­

lution like the oiie before them. The 
• people of West Kootenay ltnd asked that 

a Cninese restriction clause be inserted; 
in the bills, and he was sure that the 
people of East Kootenay M*ere not in 
favor of Chinamen. He should cer-. 
Vainly vote against the resolution.

Mr. Croft reviewed "the speeches of 
other members and spoke rather in 
favor of thejChinamen. HoMever, he 
should vote against the resolution. * 
Motion to adjourn the debate was with­

drawn.
Hon. Mr. Beaven withdreM' his 

amendment with the consent of the
* House. In doing so he pointed out his
* reasons for bringing it forward. M'hieh 

Was that the question might not be 
Shelved.

Mr. Baker, by the : consent of the 
house, also withdrew his resolution.

Mr. Keith asked leave to introduce a 
bill .to incorporate the Nanaimo Elec­
tric TramMay Co., Limited. Leave 
granted, bill read a tirst time and refer­
red.

Mr. Semlin asked leave to introduce 
a bill to incorporate the Nicola Valley 
Railway Company. Leave granted, 
bill read a first time and reterred.

Mr. Kellie asked the honorable 
the minister of mines the fol­
lowing question : Would the gov­
ernment. be Milling to grant a land 
or cash subsidy to assist the establish­
ment of reduction and refinery works 
at Nelson or some other convenient 
point on Kootenay lake?

In answer, Mr. Robson said the pol­
icy and earnest desire of the govern­
ment was to promote the erection of re­
duction works for such ores as could be 
effectively treated in this province, Md 
any scheme with that object in view 
seeking .assistance, either in land or 
money, would receive the best consid­
eration of the government.

Mr. McKenzie asked the htfn. the pro­
vincial secretary the following questions :

(a) Have the provincial government 
pa|d any money or incurred any pecun­
iary liability in consequence of the 
militia having being sent to er main­
tained at Wellington last year?

(b) If so, to What amount or to what
extent? -

(c) Have the Dominion government 
or any of its employees, or any corpor­
ation, commercial firm, party of person 
made or prepared, verbally or other­
wise. any claim against the provincial 
government in consequence of the mil­
itia having been sent or maintained at 
Wellington, last year? A

(d) If so, of M'hat nature or amount? 
Answer—No, no.
Mr. Mackenzie asked the hon. the 

attorney-general the following ques­
tions:

(a) Did any person, verbally or oth­
erwise, consult with or communicate 
with, the provincial government or 
any of its members or deputies 
concerning the sending of the 
militia to Wellington last summer, 
prior to tbfe calling out of that' force?

(b( If so, what was the purport of the 
consultation or communication, and 
what course was advised?

Answer.—Could answer only for the 
department and attorney^general for 
them. No.

The summary convictions bill came 
up for a second reading, and was intro­
duced by the attorney-general, who 
briefly explained its principles, which 
were to the effect that the president or 
secretary of a corporation could be 
pursued.

Mf. Grant was opposed to the second 
reading of the bill, as it made liable to 
arrest and imprisonment an officer of 
a corporation who might be acting 
under orders of a board of directors.
He considered this unfair, as the gen: 
tleinen might be acting under legal 

I advice. He agreed with the mover, 
that Borne method should be devised to 
reach a corporation, but he did not 
believe in making^the president or sec­
retary a scapegoat tor the a#s of a cor­
poration.

Nearly every member spoke on the 
bill, discussing Its legal character. 
Nearly all were of the mind that the 
objects of the bill were desirable, but 
it was better that it should be com­
mitted to be amended.

THE LEGISLATURE.
V <E______

A QUESTION OP UNRESTRICTED 
RECIPROCITY

Discussed in Connection with Railways.— 
There Is a Difference of Opinion.—f* 
British Columbia for the C.P.R. or not? • 
—General Business Transacted. * 1

On being put to the vote, it was 
carried that the bill be read a second 
time on the following division.

Ayes — McKenzie, Kitchen, Kellie. 
Smith, Brown, Forster; Keith, Davie, 
Eberts, Stoddart, Booth, Hall, Nason, 
Rogers, Fletcher—15.

Nays—£rant, Sword, Cotton, Milne, 
Beaven, Robson, Pooley, Hunter, An­
derson—9.

The house adjourned.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

By Brown-To requeet the Lien-
hLv1™G,hIen°r f°,take “"P* towards 
having the Dominion government In- 
orease the poll tax from $80 to $300. 

lhe house then rose at 6:80.

Friday, leb. 27th, 1891. 
The speaker look the chair at two 

o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Jdnns. 

PETITIONS.
Mr. Cotton—From the "City of Van­

couver against the passage of thewater- 
, M-orks amendment bill. . ■

Mr. Cotton—From City of Vancouver 
protesting against 1/(11 of Vancouver 
water-works compftiiÿ.n. . .

Mr. Semlin —incorporate the 
Nicola Vall^fîailway. 1 

Petition -from T/= jBryant and other 
.residents of Nanaimo re liquor traffic 
oh Sunday.

From J. N. Muir and 1558 others re 
liquor traffic on Sunday.

Committëe on private bills reported 
Kootenay % Lake telephone company’s 
bill.

The committee on railways reported 
Nicola V’alley railway company’s bill 
complete with amendments.

Hon. Mr. Turner moved that the 
speech of- the lieut.-governor at the 
beginning of the session be considered 
on Thursday. Carried 

Mr. Nason moved that an humble ad­
dress be presented to his honor the 
lieutenant-governor, praying him to 
take steps to cause the mail service from 
Soda Ureek to Barkerville to be chang­
ed from monthly to fortnightly in the 
months of Jaiyityry. February. March 
and April, and irom fortnightly to 
weekly in the months of May, June, 
July, August, September, October, No­
vember and December.—Carried.

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced an act to 
amend religious institutions, M'hieh was 
read a first time,and set down for a sec­
ond reading Tuesday. x

Hou. Mr. Robson introduced a bill to 
amend rail wav aid act.

Hon. Mr. Davie asked leave to in­
troduce “an act to make valid the

i’urors’ books, rolls and lists for the 
tew Westminster jury district for the 

year 1891."
The house went into committee on 

public school bill, Mr. Semlin in the 
chair.

The committee rose, reported pro­
gress and asked leave to sit again this 
evening.

Second reading Crow’s Nest and 
Kootenay railway company act, 1887.

In moving the second reading Mr. 
Baker pointed ont that no sooner was 
the Westminster Southern started than 

, the C. P. R., began to build south of 
the boundary. Canada’s recognized 
policy was to have communication with 
the United States to give them an out­
let for their produce. It was only jus­
tice and fair play to give the people of 
our interior the same chance as other 
places. It was only natural in this age 
of business for the C. P. R., to try and 
keep their monopoly; but we must be 
jealous of the interest of the people. 
The bill had for its object railway com­
munication with the United States. No 
railway in Canada can show greater ad­
vantages. It passed through a tine min­
eral and dairy country, and was cut by 
three great water ways. He would not 
vote for the bill, because he had a per­
sonal interest in it; but the people of 
Kootenay had the greatest confidence 
that the government would not seal up 
these arteries of communication.

Mr. Martin thought the bill was not 
in the interests of the province. If the 
railway was built, it would kill the bus-

/îness of shipping produce down into 
the Kootenay district from the Yale dis­
trict. r Would the Americans subsidize 
a road into Canada to hurt their peo­
ple? It Mas the thin end of the wedge 
of unrestricted reciprocity, and he 
h0Pe<l it wqitild never take place.

1 vii r‘ ..Cotton would also oppose the 
bill. H was for the minerals the rail­
way was intended, so that they could be 
taken oyOr to the States antt refined.
It was intended to mnke us hewers of 
wood and drawers o( water for the 
Americans. Ho denied it was the C. P.
K that opposed the railroad, but the 
people of B. C.

hon. Mr. Robson said in the museum 
was an arrly of specimens from that 
dis net, which showed the enormous 
richness in minerals. It must strike 
et cry one that development should be

, made for the heueflt of our Province 
t o make connection with the United 
Slides would not make those minerals 
contribute in the smallest degree to the

, rtiviY?c,e' 11 Vas al1 ver)' wcl1 ,or le­
dit linKIs to ask for $ railway to take
no Is'1 r 1,0 t0lm,ry ,ur their benefit 
hut the house must look at it from a 
national poult of view to the permanent 
SiZm?/Britisb Columbia, h wo
fnthe nti/ldoî0 takc oro tobo ”duced 
in the United blutes we would not bene-to .UW,nC°U?ry- B would he well 
oo.,',!1,! 0 *"?? in the bill to suspend 
opetatmns till tile Dominion would put 
on the export tax. That j«rts5Td be a 
aecMakh,;umcdy' That would discour- 

- own

^nn™,nkmlW^itrSvc,,Sed^

Kd votoem'“rr^ed as ,o hol'he]

Hon. Mr, «Dnvio would support the 
bill xyithout the proposed export duty 
on ràw ores there might he some objec­
tion. The building of the railway 
would (pen tip large opportunities for 
smelting works. It the U. V. R. desired 
to UuiltLiuto the country this would 
aui as a spur to them to do so. The 
îhjnes cannot be opened; because the 
ore cannot be shipped.

Mr. Brown supported the bill. The i 
arguments against it had not impressed I 

, him strongly. VYlUen unrestricted reci­
procity M'.ts proposed, ol" course, il I
could be argued it meant annexation; j 
but passing a bill like this could not hurt 
British Columbia. Restriction never : 
paid. If the country languished for 
communication you could not help^the I 
country by restricting communication.
It was wrong to tell one part to remain 
stagnant till the rest of the province 
would come to her assistance. _We nro- 
pose to let railways come in from 
wherever thev pleased. He thought 

ajhe proposed line would give communi­
cation with the older-parts of the prov­
ince. It would Connect with the Great 
Northern, and the Great Northern ran 
into Westminster.

Hon. Mr. Turner thought the impos­
ition o^ duty by the United States on 
raw orestoyould regulate' the trade, and 
the presence of coke near by would 
settle the question of smelting. The 
interests of the district ^.should oe con­
sidered. We did not Complain of coal 
being shipped out of the country. There 
was a heavy duty on goods coming in 
from the States, and he did not think 
the United States would benefit at the 
expense of the Province. The railway 
asks nothing more, and they should 
welcome railways going into the coun-

Mr. Smith spoke in favor of the bill.
Mr. Forster said there was no valid 

reason M'hy the opening of the mines 
in Kootenay should not aid in the pros­
perity of the country, as do the coal 
mines. Yet for the benefit.of Vancou­
ver and the C.P.R. the district was to 
be kept back.

Mr. Grant said his sentiments Mere 
in favor of more raihvavs for British 
Columbia. Southern Kootenay, he be­
lieved,.in the near future, would give 
a development greater than amy other 
part of the Province. He did not be- 

‘ lieve in confining any portion of the 
Province to one outlet. If a road ha1

pug
been carried down to JCoqteqay 
Revelstoke he would not have tm 
so much about it, but whether railway 
came from the States or Canada h< 
would vote for them.

Mr. Sword thought the people of 
Westminster did not wish to deprive j 
Kootenay district of railway communi- 1 
cation, and he M'oukl support the sec- | 
ond reading.

Mr. Semfin thought the greatest good 
to the greatest number should be the 
wish of the house. The smelting of 
ores on the American side, he feared, 
weuld not conduce to the good of the

Eince. If the railway would be
to the coast he would not hesitate 

to vote for the bill.
Mr. Hunter would vote for the second 

reading, because he did not believe in 
: stopping Kootenay from getting what­
ever communication she wished.

Mr. Milne said the people of Victoria 
were so anxious to have railways that 
they were willing to bonus an Ameri­
can railway to come into their city.

Mr. Kellie hoped that the house 
would vote for the second reading.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the bill pro­
posed to extend the powers of the com­
pany; and if he could feel assured that 
it would give Kootenay railway com­
munication he would vote for the sec­
ond reading. But the system of grant­
ing charters without restrictions was 
wrong. The argument against the 
railway was that it would give Koote­
nay communication with the States. 
Manitoba had nearly a rebellion on 
that very subject. We had two other 
™Itvays running south in the province. 
The C.P.R. had actually crossed the 
boundary themselves. The principal 
product of South Kootenav was raw ore, 
already protected by a dutv of $30 a ton. 
Although this company had not done 
anything so far, if provisions were • put 
in that the work should be done he was 
prepared to vote for the second read- 
mg. Otherwise he would not. The 
narrow gauge clause should be taken 
out.

Mr. Booth thought that the C.P.R. 
would never build unless they had to. 
it was a narrow selfish policy, that be­
cause we would not draw trade to a 
certain point they should not hare a 
road. He would support the second 
reading Carried. Cotton, Horne, Sem- 
lm and Martin dissenting.

SECOND READING LAND BILL.
Hon. Mr. Vernon in moving the sec- 

r^iewed tho acts.
During the last four years $fl(Kl,0t0 of 
lands were soid about half of which

f"r iow,", eitaes ln this eountfy u 
great deai of land not tit for ugricul-
awav wito0fiK °-her thlnf$a tha b“‘does 
nn eL =Lh a!low,,1K agents to be placed
nMand to Rto™' and llmita tbe amount 

viXl ln, H. acve!!' Tbe laud was
thïe®, Cll8SCSl 15 ,or flrst.

*3.50 for second class and $1 for third 
t is proposed that no mineral but coal Panics to%7‘Lh the,lan,d- » wilieuabiè 

tracts already sold, Mi^'u'w^'public 
land. The great bulk of land in th s
to WOr,, in,CCM,llile without 

The debate was adjourned 
lhe house rose for recess at 5:80.



t
yW EVENING SESSION.

The house re-asserqbled at 7:30.
The housd* weut into committee . of 

the whole ou the school bill.
In committee clause 1 came in for 

some criticism. The clause provides 
that the members of the executive co nu-, 
cil ehall constitute a council of public 
iiiBtruction, three of whom shall com 
stitute a quorum.

■ Hon Mr. JBeaven suggested that the 
wjiole clause be struck out and the 
lient.-governor in council made the 
council of public instruction.

This was defeated. The ^urds_‘‘3 of 
whom shall constitute a quorum" Were 
strulik out. )

Mr. McKenzie wanted the school agfe 
to-be between 5 and 20 instead of 6-tfnd 
16 as in the act. Children of 5, he con­
sidered quite old enough to attend* 
school.

Messrs. Keit'h and Semlin supported 
this; hut Hon. Mr. Robson said it would 
interfere with the older children to 
have the schools tilled with young ones 
who should be in the nurseries.

The age was left as it was in the bill. 
jSlr. McKenzie suggested that the . ex­

aminers for teachers certificates should 
themselves be teachers. Hon. Mr. 
Mbson said there, was a good deal in 
the suggestion, and the. government had 
last year appointed the board of gentle­
men who were practical school teach- 
era.

! Section 6, subsection 11—To suspend 
ora cancel foç cause the certificate of 
amr teacher, was amended by adding 

amendment■ of Mr. Beaven to add 
ir cause, "as expressed by the lieu- 
jmt-governor in council.’’ Mr. Sem- 

liSmoved substitute "for immoral con- 
in place of "cause,” but it was re- 

»‘d-
|lr. Brown moved to add to the .dut- 
Df the superintendent, that he should 
her lectures—practical educational 
hires, to the teachers of schools.
Ir. Hunter considered the superin- 
pent should be at his office.

. Brown thought, on the contrary, 
b the head of the schools ought to go 
ht the country aiul look after the 
King of the schools, 
bn. Mr. Robson agreed with Mr. 
Iter, that the superintendent should 
Bin at headquarters, but that the in- 
jt’Mi’-" might deliver lectures. He 
f. ed <heni that the council would, as 

p M&ible, lectures would be dcliv- 
by de inspectors and superintend-

iia-owu withdrew his amend-

section 8,. clause 7, the words "and 
net" were stricken out, in refer­

ence to the government organizing 
aer’s institutes.
je bill passed as far as end of sec- j

tion 20.
The committee rose, reported prog- I 

rose, and asked leave to sit again.
Tfle house rose at midnights

THE LEGISLATURE.
▲ NEW SUNDAY OBSERVANCE 

BILL DISCUSSED.

The, House does not JOecide Whether it 
Will Adjourn tor the Dominion Klec- 
fions.—Miscellaneous Legislation before 
the House—Nothing of Importance.

Tuesday, March 3.
Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Mr. Jeuns.
Some discussion arose on the advisa­

bility of adjourning over election day, 
butiVQthing was decided.
fi' SECOND READING SUNDAY BILL.

Hon. Mr. Robson observed that after 1 
thAisoussion that had taken place on j 
tjhewubjeet it was unnecessary to say ! 
much. He believed that there was no : 
need to deal with it on religious grounds. | 
He^uoted authorities to show that ex- ' 

snee in England was, that it was 
in the interest of man to have j 

one flay of rest every week. It would i| 
be fl, great pity if the province did not 1 
have a Sabbath law. He hoped the I 
House would pass the second- reading 1 
unanimously; and they would amend it 
in Committee.

Mr Baker agreed that one day a week j 
should be set apart as a day of rest; but 

;reat difference in religion made it 
►ssible to legislate people into the 
vanee of Sunday. He would vote 
le second reading, on the principle 
st on the seventh day; but held 
$lf free to act as he pleased in com- 
6.
h. Mr. Davie thoroughly agreed 
Mr. Baker.
|. Brown approved of the principle 
g bill and would vote for the second

eith thought the wish of the 
ooun^rv was contrary to passing such a 
law. ’fie was in favor of a day of rest; 
but did not see how this bill 
would in any way further it. 
Every municipality had alréadv the 
power to pass by-laws on the subject. 
Only one-tenth of the population went 
to church and why were not the other 
nine tenths allowed to amuse themselves 
as they wished on Sunday. When a 
man worked six days of the week, he 
should be allowed to go on excursions 
if he wished on Sunday. The bill in- 

on personal liberty. Such a 
not needed, in the province.

11 moved that the previous 
be put.
)tion was lost.
Ir. Poolev rose to a point of 
1 said that as the previous 
tad been put the bill could 

I not be discussed again the same day.
I The sflteker ruled this was correct

Second reading Nelson and ^prt 
Sheppard Railway.

Mr. Kellie in moving it drew atten­
tion to the richness of that part of the 
country in mineral resources. If the 
road was constructed from Nelson 
southward it would open up one of the 
richest mining countries in America. 
The same arguments as applied to tn^= 
Ashcroft and Cariboo Railway yester­
day would apply to this. ^

Hon. Mr. Robson thought it quite un­
necessary to •oecupy the time of the 
house after yesterday’s discussion.. The 
house had declared on the question and 
he would support the bill.

Mr. Cotton upheld the same position.
Mr, Martin said this was to run on 

practically the same route as the Ash­
croft railway, and he did not think 
there was room for two. He had not 
chapgèd his \iews of the matter.

Mr. Brown * said the companies 
merely asked to build the railway, 
and it was their look out whether 
it paid or not. He saw no reason to re­
fuse the request.

Mr. Baker said the reasons against 
the railway were the desire of the C. F.
R. to keep up its monopoly. To say 
that because there is a smelter atKevel- 
stoke we were not to have commumca 
tion with tho United States was absurd.
If we facilitate these railways we 
should see the country teaming with 
population iu a short time.

Second reading carried.
Adjourned Committee Pompâmes 

Bill was thou takcu up, Mr. Hall in the 
chair. The committee reported the 
bill complete with amendments.

Hon. Mr.- Robson presented returns 
showing the area of lands alienated up 
to 16th Dec., 1883. by crown grant, pre­
emption, &c., within the limits of An 
Act relating to thç Island Railway, 
Graving Dock and'railway lands of the
Plîîso the area of land conveyed to the 
Dominion Government under the same 
Act "lying to the north of a line run­
ning east and west half way between 
the mouth of the Courtenay River (Co 

. mox district) and Seymour Narrows
Also a return showing the school re 

serves, Indian reserves, settlements, 
naval and military reserves, and re 
serves for general public purposes with­
in the limits of the grant to the L. «V 
N. Railway Co., the several areas and 
situations thereof. »

Mr. Cotton moved second reading 
New Westminster and Burrard Inlet 
Telephone Co., which was passed

The bill of the Burrard Inlet Railwaj’ 
and Ferry Co., was also read a second
tilReport of Pharmaceutical bill. Dr. 
Milne moved the adoption of the report.

Mr Hall moved in amendment to 
strike out all of the act front clause 1 
and to but in a section authorizing the 
lieut-governor in council to appoint a 
board of examiners.

Mr. Grant thought this was already 
dealt with in the bill, which made the 
bylaws subject to the lieut.-governor in
C°The" amendment was lost and the

"C m “waffead a third time and

P’second reading lire stock bill.
Mr. Hall said it really was an amend­

ment to the Dominion Kailway act , and 
wished to know if it was in order.

Hon. Mr. Davie was free to admit
there was some question as to the con­
stitutionally; but on the whole re was 
inclined to think it was constMitlon.il. 
Railways for the general good ot tht 
country were under the Dummies net; 
but this appertained in civil ri;j 
the province, thvrclore.he was in 
to think it was under the pr
'"Ita'Mr Beaven said, thou/R* l.iil'' 
raised the point as to whelher.lh grant 
log railways wholly In 
right of wav over provincial lan-,.-. ' 
Dominion a as not infringing tin i'iu-
"tion' ^Mr^Hntison said they shoo'd 
contend for the right of pro ecu»* t-'-:

property of the people Intheprovince. 
The other provinces would be as » unit 
with them in this, and the Dominion 
would be obliged to grant them that 
right if they did not already possess it.

Mr. Brown said if the act was not 
constitutional, it onght to be. They 
could not begin too soon to say that 
within certain limits the province 
should be supreme. We should msist 
on legislating on the affairs that per­
tain to the province,

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr Vernon moved second read­

ing of the land surveyor’s bill.
Son. Mr. Beaven said there was a 

good deal of dissatisfaction expressed fbont the act passed last year relating 
to land surveyors, and this bill, he 
feared, would nut improve matters He 
had not yet had time to inform himself
P*5frerByrowi!twas lead to believe that 
the bill needed a good deal of raMjj 
ment. A clause should bo inserted that 
nothing in the bill should prevent a 
qualified civil engineer from doing
work, without being a provincial land
SUAfter some discussion, the sqêond
rCiit?LPtm adjourned at 6 o'cloc)

NOTICES or MOTION. v
By Mr. Keith-To introduce a bill\o 

further amend the "Coal Miner s Reg
ll,tBynMrCBrown-To strike outclause 
three of Bill No. 84, relating to the sale 
or gift of tobacco to minors.

THE LEGISLATURE.
A DAY OF DULL ROUTINE IN 

THE LOCAL HOUSE.

▲ Number of Sundry Bills, Railways and 
Other Corporations up for Discussion 
In their Various Stages—Other General 
Matters of Slight Interest.

Wednesday. 4th March.
The speaker took the. chair at 3 p.m.
Prayers bÿRev. Mr. Jenns.
The committee on priTute bilto re- 

ported the following bills. ih® b|U Ï® 
fating to the Okanagan Land and de 
velopment Co., limited.

Nanaimo Electric Tramway Co.
Upper Columbia Navigation .and

T An «tCAmend'the Vancouver lu-

l'0hir.lMtotin introduced a bill to en- 
able Okanagan Land and Development 
Co to construct telephone lines I 
tramways in the towns of Enderley and j
VMr°Brown moved for cepies of all
correspondence between the Bishop of
New Westminster and the department 
of lands and works, relative to » C«£ 
tain reserve situated in suburban block 
XII., in the city of New Westminster, 
together with copies of orders in conn- 

if anv) relating thereto, and a trac- ing ot t^e part New Westminster 
suburbs in which said reserve lesituated 
as shown on the map attached to the 
field-notes of the original surrey ofNew 
Westminster city and suburbs, and a 
tracing of the said field-notes, including 
the said reserve. Carried.

Mr Sword moved the fellowing reso- 
lotion: That a select committee, cbm- 
posed of Messrs. Fletcher, Booth, Stod­
dard, Semlin, and the mover, be ap­
pointed to examine and report to the 
House on the answer given by the horn 
orable the chief commissioner of lands 
and works on Wednesday, 35th Feb., 
to section (c) of the question asked by 
Mr Sword; and also to ascertain 
whether lands applied for under seetion 
29 of the “Land Act" are placed on the
assessment roll when such application
is made. Carried. ,, _ _

Adjourned debate second reading
Vancouver Water Works bill.

Mr. Sword said an agreement had 
been arrived at between the oompany 
and city, and there only remained the 
question of hpw loig the monopoly
W Mr* Hunter wanted information as to 
the nature of the agreement.

Mr. Cotton said the wish of both par­
ties was that the bill would go into 
committee with the understanding'that 
amendments agreed between them 
should be put in. ,

The bill was read a second time, to be 
committed Friday. __ . „ ,

Dr. Milne, in moving the second read­
ing of the Graveyard Act. refetjed to 
the number of bodies exhumed by the 
Chinese last summer, saying that tne 
manner in which th® exhuming was 
conducted was unseemly and unsani­
tary. The act now proposed to give to
the cities and municipalities which hare
boards of health under the Public 
Health Act," power to deal and control 
the exhuming of dead ^dies within 
their jurisdiction. It was certainly nee 
essary that some provision be made m this’way. as he (Dr. Milne) had seen in 
one dav in Ross Bay cemetery no less

mad[£‘S

thepaOny0,lmda,t^p1Cth"tym°easure
■ - be passed. This bill provides 

i municipalities it shall be unlaw_ 
ful toVemove the remains of any dead 
person from the cemetery or place 
where any dead person may have been 
interred, or to exhume the bodies or re­
mains of any dead person without the 
permission in writing of the municipal 
council, or by the direction of the coro­
ner. Ill districts whioh are not monlc- 
ipalities. where a local board .of health 
Is not established, the permission in 
writine of the provincial secretary, or 
of a Government agent for the district, 
shall be effective in place of the per­
mission of a local board of health

Hon Mr. Robson said while the 
Board of Health should have control 
the fact that a certain revenue was ob­
tained under the act rendered it im 
possible that a private menibet should 
brine in a bill dealiug with it.

A discussion ensued on the objection 
raised by the Premier.

The debate was adjourned.
SECOND READING RAILWAY BILL.

Mr. Sword said the object was to dis_ 
tinctly state when railways were liable 
fnr stock klllod by them.

Mr Hunter would not object to the 
second reading; bat hoped jn oommlt- 
teo some amendments would be made 
mgire railways some kind o proteo 
tio5. Second reading passed;to be 
committed next sitting of the house.

The house went into committee on 
An Act to amend the ‘Crow s Nest and 
Kootenay Lake Railway Oempany A,ct, _ 
1888,' (No. 36). Mr. Kitchen m the j
C*Tbe committee rose and reported the 
bill complete with amendments

Second reading Nicola Valley Rail 
Mr. Semlin said the road was to

agrieultn
CLP.R. at Spence’s 

reading was

way. 
conn*
country with the 
bridge. The second 
earned.

Second reading Kootenay Lake Tele­
phone Co.

The Companies’ Act report was 
adopted, ana the bill read a third time
and passed.

Committee Nelsen and Fort Sheppard 
Railway, Mr. Cotton in the chair, tion. 
Mr. Beaven moved to insert the Chin­
ese restriction clause.—Lost, ^ com­
mittee rose and reported the bill com­
plete with amendments.
V Committee stock bill, Mr. Hall in the 
chair. The question of the power oi 
ihe Province to deal with the question 
wits again discussed, the attorney-gen­
eral fearing it was ultra rires,, after a 
l .her consideration of the question.

The committed rose, reported prog­
rès and asked leave to sit again. 
Report Westminster andVancoRrer

Street Railway Co. Hon. Mr. Beaven 
moved to insert his anti-Chinese clause, 
which Was defeated.

The report was adopted.
Report, Mechanics’ Lien bill. Mr. 

Brown moved adoption of report.,
Hon. Mr. Davie said there should be 

a committed appointed to find out u 
any wages had been lost under tne 
present act, and if it was found' to be 
so they could guard against it occuting 
again. The bill was the same as the 
act exiting that it left out the mate 
rial man. Mr. Brown remarked he 
had before said this act was essentially 
different from the old aet. The affida­
vit tiling was simplified very much, and 
there were many and important other 
changes. Every care was taken to 
make the aet perfect, and the attorney- 
general now wanted it referred to a 
committee that might sit for ever. It 
had been before thé house a long time. 
He must give the attorney - general 
every credit for trying to kill the bill. 
The attorney-general himself in the 
election campaign had pledged himselt 
to assist in the passage of any new lien 
act. Hon. Mr. Davie denied having 
done so

Mr. Brown said a telegram to that 
effect, signed by Theodore Davie had 
been read by Mr. Cunningham on the 
platform in New Westminster.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that ff such was 
the case the telegram was a forgery.

The house rose for recess at six 
o’clock.

NOTICE OF MOTION.
Mr. Hall, to move that the Dominion 

Government be asked for an efficient 
mail service on what is known as the 
Northern Coast route, by steamers of 
good speed and accommodation, equal 
to the American steamers plying to 
Alaska. The present requirements .are: 
Victoria to Port Simpson, Naas river 
and way ports. Mails to leave-Victoria 
on the 16th of each month, calling at 
Massett and Skidegate on Queen Cnar- 

I lotte Islands-on alternate trips.
By Mr. Martin on the consideration 

of report on Crow’s Nest and Kootenay 
Railway bill to move that "This act 
shall not come into force until such 
time as the Dominion Government have 
placed a duty on the exportation of ores 
from British Columbia.”

Hon. Mr. Robson on Friday to intro­
duce an act relating to placer mines.

EVENING-SESSION.
For the evening session, the speaker 

resumed his seat at 7:20.
Mechanics Lien Bill report was 

adopted.
Mr. Brown moved the bill be read a 

third time.
Mr. Croft rose to a point of order, 

askinz whether the report could be read 
a third time on the same day as the re-» 
port was adopted.

After some argument the speaker 
ruled that the bill could be read a third 
time. / ' J '

The bill wad read a third time. 
HonJMr. Davie movdd the second 

reading Religious Institutions Act. He 
thought religibus bodies7 should have a 
right to acq&riL $b.atj land they re­

nt was to give
them that çT^tV^, \3

FT The bill passed the èecbmlreading.
Mr. BroWn moved to suspend, the 

standing orders for the purpose of mov­
ing the third reading.

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought the bill 
should not be hurried through, and Mr. 
Brown withdrew his motion.

The bill is to be committed tomorrow. 
The speaker ruled that the Graveyard 

Act was in order.
Mr. Milne moved the second reading, 

whiqh was carried; to be committed to­
morrow.

Committee Burrard, Inlet and Fraser 
Valley Railway, Mr. Stoddart in the 
chair, section 27 providing that munici­
palities could give the railway exemp­
tion or commutation from taxatio n for 
21 years, came in for a good deal of 
criticism. The clause was finally struck 
out. Hon. Mr. Beaven môved to insert 
the Chinese clause. The ampndment 
was lost.

The committee rose and reported the 
bill with amendments. To be consid­
ered.
COMMITTEE ASHCROFT AND CARIBOO 

RAILWAY BILL.
Mr. Rogers moved that it be referred 

back to committee to make some 
changes in regard to the initial voint.

Mr. Stoddart objected as the bill had 
been thoroughly gone over in commit- 
tee. » -

It was suggested that the same thing 
could bp doue by letting it go before 
the house, Mr. Rogers then dropped 
his motion.

1 The house went into committee of the 
whole on the Act to Incorporate the 
Chilliwaek Railway. Mr-. Keith iu the 
chair. .

Hon. Mr. Beaven’s Chinese Amend­
ment was put and lost.

The committee rose and reported the 
bill complete with amendments.

Committee Vernon and Okanagan 
Railway, Mr. Croft iu the chair.

Hon. Mr. Beaven’s Chinese clause 
was voted down again.

The contoaittee rose and reported the 
bill i ^y-,



I



tiON. Mr. Kobson remarked upon the ' 
pecul ar interest of this debate. He pro­
tested against the idea that it was only 
the Opposition side of the/House who 
tavorea the reduction of «ne hours of 
labor. Indeed, he held that tMe most cogent 
arguments in favor of a reduction of the 
hours of labor had come from the Minis­
terial side. While, however, the greatest 
minds of the age were hesitating as to the 
manner in which to deal with this diffi­
cult matter, the leader of the Opposition 
came in with his ill digested resolution to 
eettle it all at once. He endorsed the 
remarks of the member for Comox, and 
was proceeding to discuss the principle of 
eight hours' labor when,

Hon. Mr. Beaven raised the point j 
that the resolution did not affirm the! 
principle as a lay, but was only a recora 
mendation that eight hours should be the 
limit of Government works.

Hon. Mr. Robson claimed that the 
debate had been a general one and went 
on to say that though the resolution 
really applied to Government works, it 
was only the thin end of the wedge for 
the introduction of legislation on the 
general subject. Moreover, were this 
the rule for Government works, it would 
be unjust to other people who would be 
comp lied to fall in with it. It was all 
nonsense to pretend that the laboring 
men would put in as much work and 
energy in eight hours as in ten, but even 
were it possible, the economic question 
«rose, would he do so ? So far as the 
Government were concerned the question 
was not one with which they had to deal. 
As a Government they were bound to 
carry out the wishes of the people. But 
the matter was not sufficiently before the 
public, nor had their opinions been 
sufficiently expressed to enable 
the administration to act in the matter. 
He yielded to no one in his desire 
to see better relations between 
capital and labor. There was a lack 
O* balance between them, as the 
mimber for Comox had pointed out, the 
fa ;t being that laborers were entitled to a 
larger share of the products of labor and 
capital less than at present. Were 
it not for what he knew of the leader of 
the Opposition, he should be inclined to 
think that his resolution was a mere 
piece of buncombe. When the leader of 
the Opposition came into power the 
hours of the printers in the Government 
office were from 10 to 4, and he, by Act 
of Parliament, fixed them at from 8 to 6, 
while he made the hours of the clerks 
and deputies in the comfortable offices 
from 9 to 6 only. Was he acting in tht 
true interests of the workingman when 
he kept the printers from 8 to 6, and 
only kept the clerks from 9 to 5? Had ht 
been acting in the interest of the working­
man he would rather have reduced the hours 
of the printers who worked under by no 

means the must healthful conditions. 
The next question at issue was how shall 
we place the relations of capital and 
labor on a satisfactory basis ? Was it 
not, he asked, humiliating to witness 
prhat had taken place an important re­
solution such as had been submitted and 
so ably discussed—with its mover con­
fessing that he did not know what legisla­
tion had taken place on the matter. In 
fact he had come in with his mind all a 
blank, and yet had asked members who 
were in the dark to pass a resolution 
which might complicate business and 
other rela'ions that, at .a time like the 
present, should be left perfectly free. 
The resolution was altogether ill consid­
ered, and, moreover, was calculated to 
injure the interests of the workingmen.
He was inclined to believe that the 
majority of the House favored the 
reduction of the hours of labor to nine 
hours, but the question was how to apply 
the principle to all avocations? For 
some classes • nine hours might be too 
short, and for others too long. He re­
garded the proposal as a step in the dark 
—a rash and ill-cohsidered step. He 
thought the House would do well to vote 
down tiie amendment to the amendment, 
to vote down the amendment, and to vote 
down the original resolution also.

The members having been called in the 
House divided, the amendment to the 
amendment being rejected fy a vote of 
24 to 7, the following being the division :

Ayes 7 — Grant, McKenzie, Cotton, 
Milne, Beaven, Forster, Keith.

Nays 24 —Semlin, Sword, Kitchen, 
Kellie, Horne, Smith, Brown, Baker, 
Robson, Davie, Vernon, Eberts, Stod- 
dart. Booth, Hall, Nason, Pooley, Tur­
ner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, An­
derson, Fletcher.

Mr. Hall’s amendment being put to 
vote was adopted on the following divi­
sion :

Aye* 22—Grant, McKenzie, Kitchen, 
Cotton, Milne, Beaven, Home, Smith, 
Forster, Keith, Baker, Davie, Stoddart, 
Booth, Hall, Nason, Turner, Martin, 
Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher.

Nays 9 — Semlin, Sword, Kellie, 
Brown, Robson, Vernon, Eberts, Pooley, 
Croft.

The following is the committee to 
whom the subject was referred, in com­
pliance with the provisions of the amend­
ment : Messrs. Hall, Smith, Beaven, 
Forster and Booth.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a return 
showing the sums or money received 
under the Election Regulation Amend­
ment Act, and setting forth that at the 
last election eight candidates had for­
feited t^eir deposits.

PRIVATE BILL LEGISLATION.
Hon. Mr. Robson announce 1 that, 

so far, not a single petition had hem pre­
sented asking for a private bill, and stat­
ing that the House would mit drag out 
its session to suit applicants. He stated, 
with reference to the inauguration of the 
New Westminster Southern railway, 
that a telegram from the sec­
retary had been received, inform­
ing him that, owing to bad weather, 
and an accident the work had been de­
layed and the contractor had, therefore, 
been unable to complete it as expected. 
The House, therefore, would meet as 
usual on Friday next.

Hon. Mr. Davie stated that owing to 
the meeting of assizes the next Friday, he 
and anothermember of the House would be 
unable to be present, both of them being 
engaged in the principal trial.

The House adjourned at 6 o’clock. 
notices or motion.

By Mr. Martin—To move fora return of 
the correspondence and telegrams between 

: the Attorney-General and J. Lehman,
J. P., of Ashcroft, relative^to the prose­
cution and discharge of J. Carey, for al­
leged embezzlem* nt.

By Mr. Eberts—To introduce a bill 
to amend the B. C. University Act, 1890.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Flr.l.S salon of tbn Sixth Parliament.

SEVENTH DAY.
Wednesday, Jan. &8.

The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
' returns.

Hon. Mr. Robson presented the re­
turn of reporta, etc., asked fot in con­
nection with the examination of J. N 
Muir in July, 1890;

Also a statement of the bonds deposited 
in the Provincial Secretary’s office under 
the Civil Service Act ;

Also a statement under section LI of 
the Revenue Act.

Ordered to be printed.
ROYAL HOSPITAL.

Hon. Mb. Davie introduced a bill to 
amend an Act to authorize and facilitate 
the sale of the site of the Royal Hospital, 
with the buildings thereon.

Re*d a first time ; second reading on 
Tuesday.

THE INDIAN RESERVE.
Mr. Hunter moved that whereas -by 

the Terms of Union the management of 
the Indian Reserves of the province was 
assumed by the Dominion Government in 
trust for the use and benefit of the In-

And whereas, section , 119, Esquimalt 
D strict, Victoria harbor, lying", within 
the limits of the City of Victoria, is one 
of such reserves, and is the residence <4 
the Songhees tribe of Indians, now few 
in number ;

And whereas, the position of the said 
reserve renders, it unsuitable aa a place 
of residence for said tribe of Indians, and 
tends to their demoralization, and to pre­
vent the progress and prosperity of said 
city, and makes it expedient that the 
tribe should be removed to some suitable 
locality, and the control of the said re- * 
serve be resumed by the Provincial Gov

Be it therefore resolved, That a respect 
ful Address be presented to the Lieuten 
ant-Governor, praying His Honor to take 
whatever steps he may deem necessary to 
accomplish the above object.

It a as very improper aud inconvenient, 
he said, to have an Indian re­
serve in the centre almost of » great and 
growing commercial city like Victoria. 
The present situation of the reserve was 
not good for the Indians. He, liimseif, 
had witnessed scenes of revelry and 
drunkenness that were most revolting 
The sooner the Government took the 
most active steps possible toward the re­
moval of the Indians, the better for them 
and for the city.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the words 
of the resolution would, iio doubt, com­
mend themselves to every member of the 
House. There was no question that the 
present loca ion of the reserve was injuri-. 
ous, both to the Indians and to the city. 
The Government had been in correspon­
dence with the Dominion authorities, and 
particularly the head of the department 
of Indian Aflairs, upon this question dur­
ing the past year, and the passage of this 
resolution would, no doubt, greatly 
strengthen their hands. The extension 
of the city limits made the case much 
stronger ; the present condition of things 
could not be tx derated any longer.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that the 
city had made the reserve valuable, and 
the city should be rewarded as soon as pos­
sible, by receiving the reserve. Of 
course nothing should be done to deprive 
the Indians of their present heme, with 
out fully compensa1 ing them.

M*. iteïBR said that nothing could 
be done without buying the the consent 
of the Indians, under the B.N.A. Act.

The resolution was unanimously adopt­
ed, without furtheFHebate.
» vote 192 B.

Mr. Semlin moved that a respectful 
address be presented to the Lieutenant 
Governor, asking for copies of instruc­
tions sent the Commissioners appointed 
to carry out Vote 192b of last session, to­
gether with all correspondence in relation 
to the question adopted.

QUESTION.
Mr. Smith asked the provincial secre- j 

tary ia it the intention of the Government,. 
during the present session, to introduce i 
an act to extend the boundary of Yale j 
district for all Government purposes so 
as to include that portion of Lillooet ! 
district which is now, according to the 
Constitution Amendment Act, 1890, in­
cluded in Yale district for election pur-
^ Hon. Mr. Robson—Yes.

PRIVILEGE.
Hon. Mr. Beaven called attention to 

an error, which he was sure was uninten­
tional, in The Colonist’s report of Tues­
day's proceedings. It was stated that 
the amendment to the amendment of­
fered to his (Mr. Beaven’s) eight hour 
resolution, was rejected by 24 to 7. In 
the division list the mover and seconder 
of this amendment were quoted aa vot­
ing against their own motion. The fact 
was that the amendment to the amend­
ment was not put; the amendment to 
the original resolution being presented 
first to the House.

Hon. Mr. Robson thought that every 
thing was in a tangle on this matter oi 
Tuesday ; he, himself, would have beei 
glad to h$£e voted for the nine hours’ 
motion.

MECHANICS* LIEN ACT.
Mr. Brown, in moving the second- 

reading of the Mechanics’ and Laborers 
Act, explained his reasons for taking tbit- 
question in hand. While the Lien Aci 
of last year was a very good one in man) 
respects, it was, in several ways, unwork 
able. In his bill he had eliminated th« 
material men,who supplied lumber, hard 
ware, etc., to the contractor. Th« 
bill also provided that it should appl\ 
only to workmen temporarily employed 
This was fair, as a manufacturer or regu 
lar employer of labor, had his establish 
mont and his commercial reputation as 
guarantee to his men that their wage 
would be paid. The material men couh 
protect themselves in many ways tha 
were not open to the wage earners, an 
their presence was injurious to the sue 
cessful operation of the act as applied t 
the laborers. The protection now givei 
material men under the Lien act was, h- 
claimed, the cause of much reckles 
building and many illegitimate busines 
transacti<ms. He had endeavored t 
simplify the act as much as possible, an- 
had limited the jurisdiction under it t 
the County court. As far as he had beet

able, he had submitted the draft of the 
bill to representative working men, and, 
as it now stood, it was thoroughly ap­
proved by them. Every care had been 
taken to make ihe bill a good, sound, 
well balanced measure, and he hoped it 
would pass the House with as little 
change as possible.

Hon. Mr. Davie referred to the cir­
cumstances connected with the passage 
of the Lien Act of 1888. The Oregon 
Lien Act was then proposed by the advo­
cates of the laboring men, but was shown 
to be not a proper measure of protection 
to the laboring man, who was compelled 
by it to wait six months for his money. 
The workman was, by the Oregon Act, 
placed in the same position as the mate­
rial man or sub-contractor, and that Jrill 
did not allow him to come upon the 
reserve fund in connection with the con- 
tr-cfc—it only provided for the lien 
holder following the building or work 
actual for his money. This was reme­
died under the Lien Act of 1888, and the 
workmen were much benefitted thereby.
As an instance, immediately after the 
passage of the ’88 bill, the workmen em­
ployed under the contractor for laying 
streets in Vancouver, immediately got 
t heir pay. The bill of 1888 was care­
fully considered throughout, and was as 
good a lien act as existed in North 
America to-day, if not better than any 
other. The lab rers’advocatee could not 
at the time be made to see that-the Lieu 
Act of 1888 was better for them than the 
Oregon Act. While the Oregon Act 
werd: too strongly in favor of the mate- 

j rial men, the measure introduced by the 
! hon. member for Westminster City went 
! to the opposite extreme and left out the 
'material men altogether. TUis was 
. or had been remarked by the 
i introducer the keystone of the bill 
! which otherwise was a reproduction, al- 
' most entirely, of the Lien Act of 1888.
; The bill before the House proposed to 
cut off all proceedings in pending cases 
and to destroy existing liens. This 
would be most disastrous to presènt lien­
holders. Under the bill, tho second 
reading of which had just been moved, 
not on y «he material men were given no 
protection, but it subjected his unpaid- 
for material to seizure by the working- 

I men to whom wages were due by the 
contractor—and under the t-rm “ la­
borer ” was included the architect and 
time-keeper, and the mental as well as 
the manual laborer. The provision for 
following a reserve fund for wages due, 
was herein omitted. (The Attorney- 
General proceeded to compare the con­
tents i-f the bill before the House with 
the bill of 1888, showing that except the 
cutting out of material men, the act was 
a mere plagiarism on the one of 1888.) 
The bill introduced by the hon. member 
for New Westminster city specified that 
when the erection of any, new building 
was decided upon, particulars thereof 
wore required to be filed with the regis­
trar of titles. There was no objection to 
this. He (Hon. Mr. Davie) contended 
that the present act was working well, 
and cases under it were being successfully 
carried on every day. In the last section 
of the new bill it was proposed 
to repeal several useful amendments.

If all that was wancea was to protect the 
working men, no Lien Act was pecessary 
at all. All that was needed was to com­
pel the contractor to produce his re­
ceipted pay roll every week, or every 
month, if every week was thought too 
often. The material man had as good a 
right to express an opinion on this mies- 
tion as the working man, under whose 
wing was included the architect, and, to 
qsç he language of the bill, ‘"the men al 
laborer." What did the material men 
aay ? The present bill would destroy 
credit; and prevent anybody but a rich 
man undertaking contracts at all. The 
country bad for twelve years been trying 
to get a good lien act, protecting the 
material men as well as the working men, 
and he did not think the House was pre­
pared at present to abandon that prin­
ciple.

Mr. Cotton, while not prepared to say 
that the present act was unworkable, 
thought it was too cumbersome and ex­
pensive, and therefore gave the material 
men a great advantage over the workers. 
He endorsed the plan to have particulars 
of every contract filed with the registrar 
of titles, as a security against contracts 
being taken below their value. The bill 
would drive out of business a large num­
ber of shoddy contractors, and he 
thoroughly endorsed the measure.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said that the bill 
now in operation was working well. 
Contractors were required to produce 
their pay rolls before temporary instal­
ments were made, and thus all were pro­
tected. The present act covered every 
requirement, if it waa put in operation. 
Ma erial men were certainly entitled to a 
measure of protection. By the bill now 
under consideiation the laboring man 
could s- ize material upon which he had 
expended no labor in improvement, 
which was certainly unfair. The old act 
was entirely fair. After giving the work 
men the right to claim 30 days’ pay, the 
material men should have a right to se­
cure payment for their go da. Workmen 
should see that their pay waa handed 
them at least once a month. The old 
act had been thoroughly tested during 
the past year, and he did not know of a 
single case where a wage earner was de­
frauded of his hire. He was opposed to 
the principle of this bill, as he considered 
the material men deserving of some pro­
tection.

Mr. Booth thought that if a contract 
was taken at a fair price, the material 
men were amply protected by the build­
ing, which was the value of the ma­
terial, plus the labor. x A lien law should 
be one of the simplest on the statute 
book ; one provision had been omitted, 
which would have been valuable, and 
that was the one enabling a judge to 
raise the price of a contract, when it was 
shown that the same had been taken too 
low, aa a result of collusion between the 
owner and contractor. He waa inclined to 
support the second reading of the bill.

Mr. Semlin referred to tho statement 
made by a late member for New West­
minster city, that mechanics were leav­
ing British Columbia, as they could not 
get justice under the laws of this country. 
He favored giving the bill before the 
House a fair trial.

Mb. Croft referred to the injustice 
which it was proposed to inflict on the 
material men by the measure before the 

j House. He declined to support the bill 
J in its present shape.
1 Mr- Forster wanted the shoddy con­
tractor kept out of the country. Very 
few genuine contractors did business on 
credit, and if the bill would keep the 
shoddy contractor out of the land, it 
would be doing good work.

Ou the vote being celled, the decieion 
»m recorded aa follow, :

Yeas—Hunter, Anderson, Fletcher, 
Robson Stoddart, Booth, Naaon, Belter 
Keith, Forster, Brown, Smith, Home, 
Beaven, Milne, Semlin, McKenzie,Sword 
Cotton, and Kellie—20.
TV N,yll„";P,Klloy. Martin, Roger», Croft, 
Davie, Eberta, aud Hall 7.

The bill waa committed with Colonel 
Baker in the chair. The committee rose 
reporting progreaa ; to ait again on 
Thursday.

The House adjourned at 6 o'clock.
NOTICB8 OF MOTION.

Bv Mr. Smith—To introduce a bill 
189o'nent’ th° Gttme Protection Act of

By Mr. Kellie—To move for a Select 
committee, to examine tho lease made by 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Work, in 1888 with Mr. W. A. BaUlie- 
Grohman and others, relative to the re­
clamation aid colonization of certain 

“ Kootenay and lo ascertain 
whether the conditions of said lease have 
been fully carried out on the part of the 
Kootenay Syndicate (limited) »nd 
the said W. A. Baillie-Clruhman
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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Fini Session of the Sixth Parliament.

EIGHTH DAY.
Thursday 29th, 1891.

The Speaker took the chair at two 
o’clock.

Hon. Mr. Robson presented the fol-

RETURNS
Relating to the remission of the tax of 

<106, imposed by section No. 1 of the 
Mineral Act ;

Orders in Council, etc., relating to the 
closing of the Cache Creek Boarding

.Correspondence, &c., relating to the 
sending of the Militia to Wellington, also 

The annual report of the public schools 
of the province.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Cotton presented the petition of 

the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet 
Telephone Company, asking for amend­
ments to their act of incorporation.

Mr. Nason—Of John C. Armstrong 
and others, asking for a bill to incorpor- 
porate the Vernon and Nelson Telephone 
Company.

Col. Baker—Of the Crow's Nest & 
Kootenay Lake Railway, asking fcr 
amendments to .their act of incorporation.

Mr. Kitchen—Of Donald McGillivray 
and others, asking the House to pass an 
act to incorporate the British Columbia 
Dyking and Improvement Co., to dyke 
and drain certain lands in the New West­
minster District, and also to drain Sun\as 
Lake.
ALLEGED INTERFERENCE WITH JUSTICE.

Mr. Martïn mdved for all correspon­
dence and telegrams between the Attor­
ney-General ând J. Lehman, Esq., J. P. 
of Ashcroft, relative to the prosecution 
and discharge of one J. Carey, for alleg­
ed embezzlement.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there would be 
no opposition to the motion. On the con­
trary he had only been too glad, when 
the member mentioned the matter to 
him to urge on him the propriety of that 
course. He had, he must say, been surpris­
ed that the senior member for Vancou­
ver but not at the first opportunity, after 
the House had sat, brought up this mat­
ter which he, in'hirf paper, bad pn-feased 
to know all about. He naturally ex­
pected that he would have vindicated what 
he had written about at the bar of 
this House. It was, he said, to be regret­
ted that the proprietors of newspapers 
sometimes published wild charges and 
then dropped them, thus leaving the par- 
ties attacked no opportunity of defence; 
One paper, had charged him (Mr. Davie), 
in connection with this case, with com­
pounding a felony, but he had been 
content to wait for the met ting 
of the House, rather them deal 
with the question. In connection 
with the present case, he had been 
charged with stifling a charge against one 
Carey of embezzling from the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and the Express com­
pany, and with instructing the magistrate 
to interfere and prevent the case going 
further. No instruction whatever had 
been given to the magistrate, who, in re­
ply to a communication sent to the Attor­
ney-General, had been informed by tele­
gram tnat hé must use his own judgment, 
the Attorney-General having no orders 
to give him. The case was subsequently 
dismissed by the magistrate, as he (Mr. 
Davie) was informed. In charges of em­
bezzlement or obtaining money under 
false pretences, it was not unusual to allow 
the prosecution to be dropped, when res­
titution had been made, and the constable 
having charge of the case, had been in­
formed that there would be no objection 
this course.

Mr. Cotton moved, in amendment, 
seconded by Mr. Kellie, to strike out all 
the words after “ thàt " in the first line, 
and insert:—“a respectful address be 
presented to His Honor, the Lieutenant- 
Governor, requesting His Honor to cause 
to be placed before this House copies of 
all orders-in-council, telegrams, papers 
and correspondence, or other informa­
tion, in the possession of the Government 
or any of its members or officials, between 
the Attorney-General, or any official of 
his or any other department, and Isaac 
Lehman, Esq., J. P., of Ashcroft, or any 
other official of the Government, or any 
other person or persons, relative to the 
prosecution end discharge of one Edward 
Charles Carey, for alleged embezzlement, 
or any matters or proceedings connected 
therewith.”

The hon. senior member for Vancouver 
denied that he had made any charges 
against the Attorney-General.

Hon. Mr. Davie—But you insinuated, 
which is much worse.

Mr. Cotton said he did not now pro­
pose to enter updti the matter, except to 
aay that he had personally and recently 
received communications on the subject, 
and when the papers came down should 
be able to discuss it.

Hon. Mr. Bbavbn wished to have the 
matter ventilated, as it appeared that a 
defaulter had only, when found out, td 
return the money to securé his disôharge.

The resolution as amended by Mr. Cot 4 
ton was adopted. |

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to discharge 
the order for the second reading of the 
Municipalities Bill.—Carried.

LAND REGISTRY BILL.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second 

reading of the Land Registry Bill. Iti 
object was, he said, to prevent the owners 
of property from been harrassed by vexa 
fcioua proceedings. In the p«t it had 
been possible to enregister charges against 
property, during whose pendency it waa 
impossible for the owner to sell, no mat­
ter how advantageous the market and tht 
terms offered. The Bill provided for the 
removal of the charges on such security 
as might seem to be satisfactory in making 
the order, the judge being empowered to 
take into consideration the probability of 
the success of such person on the action 
to be brought.

The bill was read a second time and re­
ferred to committee (Mr. Semlin in the 
chair), when amendments were made, on 
the motion of the Attorney-General, to 
confine the mode of cancellation and to 
do away with the necessity of having 
charges or transfers made with the use of 
the seal. It was also specially provided 
in another amendment, offered by the 
Attorney-General, that where land ha> 
been granted, or devised to two or more 
persons, other than executors or trustees, 
in fee simple, or for any less estate, ii 
shall be considered that such persons

took or take as tenants in common, and 
not as joint tenants, unless an intention 
sufficiently appears that they are to take 
as joint tenants.

Several minor amendments were dis­
cussed, after which the committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again.

THE JURORS’ ACT.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second 

reading of the bill to amend the Jurors’ 
act, which he explained in the meantime 
for particular reasons specially applied 
to New Westminster in certain details. 
In explaining the bill he stated that the 
fees to jurors in civil cases were governed 
by rules of court, and these, it was in- 

j tended, to have increased by special 
! jurors. In regard to criminal cases the 
J urors' act applied to them and the Gov­
ernment would move to place on the 
same footing as jurors in civil cases. The 
case of grand jurors would also be con­
sidered, but he did not think it would 
be deemed necessary to increase their 
fees, as it was under contemplation 
to abolish grand juries altogether. He 
(Mr. Davie) had, he might say, been one 
of the first to speak of the abolition of 
such jurors, and he now noticed that the 
Dominion Government had the subject 
under consideration.

The bill having been read a second 
time, was committed, Mr. Booth in the 
chair.

The committee having dealt with the 
bill at some length, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again.

mechanics’ lien bill.
The House again went into committee 

on the Mechanics’ Lien Bill, Col. Baker 
in the chair. The bill having passed 
through committee, was reported.

After some discussion as to whether or 
not the House should adjourn, in view of 
the fact that it was impossible for the 
New Westminster Southern railway to 
be opened, to which the members had 
been invited, the House adjourned until 
Monday.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
By Mr. Horne—To ask “Do the 

Government intend to open a Land Reg­
istry office at the city of Vancouver, and,

1 if so, at what date will said office be 
opened, and ready to transact business ?

By Mr. Kitchen—To ask the Attor­
ney General if it is the intention of the 
Government to provide for the payment 
of the Grand J urors, and to increase the 
allowance now paid to Petit and Special 
J urors ?

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Beaven—To move for all or­

ders in Council, correspondence, papers, 
vouchers and receipts relating to the 
issue and cancellation of Crown Grant 
No. 2608, dated 17th June, 1883, and the 
issue of Crown Grant No. 4097 in lieu 
thereof.

By Hon. Mr. Beaven—To insert a 
Chinese restrictive clause in the following 
bills. To ameud the Crow’s Nest and 
Kootenay R. R. Act ; to incorporate the 
B. C. Dyking and Improvement Co. : to 
incorporate the Vernon & Nelson Tel­
ephone Co.; to incorporate the New 
Westminster and Burrard Telephone Co.

By Hd*. Mr. Davie—To introduce a 
bill respecting the corporation of New 
Westminster.

By Hon. Mr. Vernon—To introduce 
a bill respecting land surveyors.

By Hon. Mr. Davie—To introduce a 
bill to amend the- Shuswap Railway 
Guarantee Act.

By Hon. Mr. Robson—To introduce a 
bill to amend and consolidate the laws 
relating to minerals.

By Hon. Mr. Vsbnon—To introduce 
a bill to ampnd the Land Act.

Mr. Horne—To move, That whereas 
the commercial importance of the City of 
Vancouver is daily increasing, and there 
is every reason to believe that during the 
ensuing season and in the future a much 
greater number of ships will bo passing 
in and out ; and whereas, it is desirable 
to increase the facilities of tlie shipping ; 
and it is necessary in the interests of 
"shipping and commerce that certain natu­
ral obstructions in the Narrows and in 
that harbor should be removed, and that 
'certain parts of the entrance thereto it 
ishould be widened by dredging, and that 

I a fog alarm should be placed at the point 
j known as Prospect Point, and that Bur- 
| naby Shoal be removed or a fog alarm

placed thereon; Therefore, be it resolved, 
that a respectful address be presented to 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
praying His Honor to urgently request 
the Dominion Government to take imme­
diate steps for widening and the removal 

| of obstacles in the Narrows at the en­
trance of said harbor, and for the placing 
of a fog alarm on Prospect Point and at 
Burnaby shoal in said harbor. And that 
His Honor be further respectfully re­
quested to transmit a copy of the address 
and this resolution to the Dominion Gov­
ernment.

PBOVfsuiAL LEGISLATURE.

First Session of the Sixth Parllaseeat.

NINTH DAY.
Monday, Feb. 2.

The speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
After routine, the following 

PETITIONS
"were presented :

Mr. Cotton—From the Corporation of 
Vancouver to amend the Act of Incor­
poration.

Mr. Cotton—From Henry Abbott and 
others, to mcoiporate the Vancouver and 
Lulu Island Railway Co.

Mr. Cotton—From H. V. Edmonds 
and others, for a bill to incorporate the 
Liverpool and Canoe Pass Railway com­
pany.

Mr. Cotton—From John Hendry and 
others to iucuiporate the Vancouver, 
Northern and Alaska Railway and Navi­
gation Co.

Mr. Martin—From F. C. Innés and 
others to incorporate the Vernon and 
Okanagon Railway.

Mr. Martin—From the Okanagon 
Land and Development company, Limit­
ed, for a private bill.

Mr. Cotton —From the Corporation of 
Vancouver, opposing the bill to amend 
the Vancouver Waterworks Act.

Mb. Kitchen—FromR. ti. Alexander 
and others, fur a bill to incorporate the 
Burrard Iuleb and Fraser Valley Rail­
road Co.

Mb. Kitchen—From the Westminster 
and Vancouver Tramway company and 
the New Westminster Street Railway, for 
an act to amalgate them as the Westmins­
ter and Vancouver Tramway Co.

THE NEWCASTLE TOWN8ITR.
Hon. Mb. Robson presented a return, 

•bowing that in the grant made to the 
Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway, there 
had been included that part, or section 1, 
Nanaimo district, known as the New­
castle Townsite Reserve, containing 724 
acres, lees the area of the various lots 
which had previously been slienated.

THE KOOTENAY SYNDICATE.
Mr. Kellie moved that a s lecfc com­

mittee be appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Baker, Booth, Kellie, Hunter 
and Brown, to examine the lease 
made by the chief commissioner of lands 
and works, in 1886, with Mr. W; A. 
Baillie-Grohman and others, relative to 
the reclamation and colon zafcion of cer­
tain lands in Kootenay, and to ascertain 
whether the condition of said lease 
has been fully carried out on the part of 
the Kootenay syndicate, limited, and i he 
■aid W. A. Baille-Grohman. Such com­
mittee to have power to send for papers, 

i etc., and to report to this house.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­

specting the corporation of New West­
minster.

Hon. Mr. Robson introduced a bill en­
titled an act relating to gold and other 
minerals excepting coal.

\ LIBEL.
Hon. Mb. Beaven, in moving tho. sec­

ond reading of his libel bill, began by 
■peaking of the respective applications of 
the Dominion and Provincial laws and 
and authority, with respect to libel. The 
existing law of libel waa, m his opinion, 
most defective. Under it the presump­
tion was that a libel waa,in every case, ma­
licious. Taking the case of newspapers, 
and the way in which they were got out, 
and the information obtained, it wa* a 
wrong presumption so to say that every 
libel was malicious. Again, it was only 
right and just when there had been a 
libel committed that the newspaper pro­
prietor should be allowed the opportunity 
of making an ample apology for an inad­
vertent libel. The principles of ethics 
should be made to apply to newspapers 
aa well as to individuals, and the p iblica 
tion of an apology given as wide a cir­
culation aa the original libel should pre­
vent all possibility of a prosecution. 
Then the law ought t.o provide that the 
publication of reporta of public meetings 
should be privileged, while a fair report 
of proceedings in a court of justice 
should render it impossible to enter a 
prosecution. Newspapers were obliged to 
gather news, or they would be behind in 
the race, and should be protected in 
carrying on their legitimate business. It 
ought, too, to be rendered impossible to 
drag anewspaper proprietor to a town, 
ether than the one in which his paper 
waa published, to undergo his trial, and, 
moreover, the newspaper man should 
hate a right to demand security for costs, 
•o as to prevent him being frivolously 
and vexatiously prosecuted on chaiges 
which would not stand investwat.oi . 
Since this bill had been introduced he 
'(Mr. Beavro) had noticed a bill which was 
before the State Legislature of Washington 
that went still further than this bill. It 
provided that where a charge waa not 
proved the person so making accusation 
rendered hiroaelf liable in damages. The 
public demanded news, the telegrams 
came in to the editor’s office, the other

news arrived through various channels, I 
and if the proprietor delayed to make 
minute examinations into every detail 
tiie information would be published «-lse- 
where in advanceof him. Thepresamp ion 
of the libel law, to-day, was that in every 
instance the offence waa malicious. He 
desired to change the presumption and to 
.place matters entirely on the other ride.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he noticed that 
this bill had been, in a measure, taker 
from the libel law of Ontario, and had 
tile member rested there, the bill would 
have been what waa desired. He ad 
m tted that it was only just to allow a 
newspaper proprietor to plead that the 
libel waa not malicious, and waa an 
honest mistake. But this wss already 
the law in this country, being, moreover, 
covered by what was known as Fox’s act 
So much of a mischievous nature wa- 
contained in this bill that if it were de­
feated, as he hoped it would be, he shoulo 
be in a position to bring in a new measnrt 
to follow closely the lines laid dowi 
by the law of Ontario. Ho en tende1 
that unless, in many cases, malice were 
iwferred it would be impossible to con 
vict an oflender, whether against life oi 
property. The same principles applie* 
in connection with libel. By a map’.- 
charac er he was able to live, and there / 
fore the law considered the offence 
more heinous one than even taking awav 
a man’s puree. A newspaper got hold oi 
a piece of information from the enemy oi I 
an individual. The editor published ii j 
and under the presumption of malice tht ' 
party aggrieved could either pun eh tht 

t offender civilly or criminally. But, were I 
theré no presumption of malice, what 
possibility could there be of redress f 
The publishers, however, could proved 
under Fox’s Act, that there had been 
neith r malice nor negligence, in the 
same w»y as the individual charged with 
taking a life or stealing a watch, could 
defend himself. The second dame of 
this Act fell with the tire , but the third 
was positively ludicrous—to compel the 
plaintiff to request a retraction or cor­
rection, when, as every one was aware, 
in making such correction it frequently 
happened that the publisher took' the 
opportunity of perpetrating " a greater 
wrong. The existing law of the pro­
vince gave ample opportunity to the 
publisher to apologize, retract or correct. 
Again, as to makiug reports of public 
meetings privileged, it not unfrequently 
happened that irresponsible persons were 
put up to make scandalous statements in 
order, if possible, that they might find 
their way into the press. The Attorney- 
General warmly objected to the clause to 
make the reports of proceedings in the 
courts of justice privileged, inasmuch as, 
if published, they were calculated to pre­
judice cases whin the matters were not 
really subject for public discussion, upon 
which it would not be right to comment. 
Proceedings before the courts, especially 
in Chambers, ought to be carefully safe­
guarded, or mischief might ensue. There 
was no justice, he went on to say, in pro­
viding that a libel suit should take place 
in a city or town where the paper had the 
power to prejudice the public mind ad­
versely to the party aggrieved, neverthe­
less, there was no provision in the pre­
sent Bill made for a change of venue. He 
regarded this Bill as most mischievous; if 
it passed, not even life would be safe, 
the public would be so calumniated, and 
it would be an evil day, indeed, for Brit­
ish Columbia, were this Bill to become 
law.

Mr. Booth suggested that this bill be 
withdrawn and the Ontario Act substi­
tuted.

Mr. Cotton strongly deprecated the 
placing of a newspaper on the same foot­
ing as taking a man's life or property . 
Supposing^ a newspaper published a fair 
report of a public meeting, duly called 
and advertised, and something had been 
said against an individual to which that 
party took exception. He at once took 
out action and the newspaper was at once 
served with legal proceedings, and con­
siderable expenses incurred. Surely 
ample time should be given for a paper 
to make explanations or apologies. He 
objected io the removal of the pi*ce of 
trial from the place of publication, re­
marking hat he and other publishers in 
the e st had been put to great expense 
and inconvenience by having trials re­
moved to a distance. He wished the law 
to be fair and just to both sides, and 
strongly deprecated anything approach­
ing a muzzling of the press. He hiid 
come here to vote for this measure of the 
leader of the Opposition, but in view of 

j thq promises of the Attorney-General to 
bring down a measure he should vote 
against this bill.

Hon. Mb. Poolby would not support 
a bill which would tend to make the 
press irresponsible. Were this bill passed 
any proprietor of a newspaper could pub- : 
lish any libel on the ground that it had j 
been spoken at a public meeting. But 
were such statements published in the | 
press they could be turned up at any: 
time and to the prejudice of an individual.
He characterized the present bill as tend­
ing to prevent a poor man from defend­
ing his good name, if he had not the 
power to put up the costs. It waa im- 
possible tv aay whether or not a charge 
was frivolous until it had been heard.
Had we not a stringent libel law we 
should soon see, aa was the case iii cer­
tain parta çf the United States, life not 
unfrequently taken in satisfaction for 
* libel.

Hon. Mb. Beaven—And the Engliah 
libel law prevails there.



MR. Sbmlin asked if the Attorney - 
General would introduce a bill based on 
the law of Ontario, were this measure 
rejected? fie could not say from his 
ewn experience whether or not the law 
of Ontario were more liberal than this.

Hon. Mr. Davib said he asketHhe 
members <o vote down this Bill because 
it was pernicious in principle. He wished 
to make no promises on this subject, nor 
had he any desire to influence the votes of 
members by any pledges he might make. 
It was perfectly competent for any mem­
ber to introduce another Bill on the sub-
^ The motion was then put and lost, 
those voting in favor of the second read­
ing being :

Ayes— Beaven, Milne, Semiin, Mac­
kenzie—4.

Nays—Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, 
Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher, 
Robson, ^pavie, Vernon, Eberts, Stod- 
•lart, Booth, Nason, Smith, Forster, 
Keith, Baker, Sword, Kitchen, Cotton, 
Kellie—23. i*,”.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Davie the 
House went into Committee on the 
A- imals’ Contagious Diseases Bill, Mr. 
Smith in the chair.

The committee rose reporting progress, 
aed the House adjourned.

NOTICES Or MOTION.
By Mr. Sword—To introduce a bill to 

amend the Railway Act.
By Mr. Milnb—To introduce a bill to 

establish a pharmaceutical association in 
British Columbia.

Bt Mr. Milnb—To ask for a return of 
all correspondence, etc., not already 
printed, relating to the transfer to the 
city of Victoria of the land known as the 
James* Bay mud flats.

QUESTION.
Mr. Milnb—To ask the Provincial 

Secretary, “ Is it the intention of the 
Government to place a sum on the esti 

j mates for the establishment of a Normal 
! school in Victoria.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE, 
lret Session of the Sixth Parliament.

TENTH~DAY. 
t Tuesday, Feb. 3,1891.

Tl}e Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
After prayers, by Rev. Mr. Macleod, 

the following
PETITIONS

were presented :
Mr. Semlin—From John M. Lefevre 

and others, asking for a 6ill to incorpo­
rate the Nicola Valley R. R. Co.

Mr. Home—From J. W. Sexsmith 
and others, for a bill to incorporate the 
Lulu Island Electric R. R. and Improve­
ment Co.

Mr. Kellie—For a bill to incorporate 
the Kootenay Lake Telephone Co.

Mr. Brown—From Bight Rev. P. 
Durien, O.M.I., for a bill to incorporate 
the Order of Mary Immaculate.

Mr. Rogers—From D. Oppenheimer 
and others, for a bill to incorporate the 
Ashcroft and Cariboo R. R. Co.

Mr. Kitchen—From R. P. Cooke & 
Sons, for a bill to incorporate the Chilli- 
whack R. R. Co.

Mr. Eberts—From W. P. Sayward 
and a large number of manufacturers, 
objecting to any change in the Mechanics* 
Lien law.

NEW BILLS.
Mr. Hunter introduced a bill for the 

protection of certain animals, birds and 
fishes, which was read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill, 
which was read a first time, to amend the 
Shuswap Railway Guarantee Act.

LAND REGISTRY AT VANCOUVER.
In answer to Mr. Home,
Hon. Mr. Robson said it was the inten­

tion to establish a land registry office at 
the city of Vancouver so soon as the 
books and records, which were in process 
of preparation, were ready ; but the in­
crease of business at New Westminster 
had been so great as to seriously impede 
the necessary preparations.

Hon. Mr. Robson submitted a return 
regarding public commons, etc.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES* BILL.
On the order* for the Hojuse to again go 

into committee on the Aàimals Contagi­
ous Diseases bill,

Hon. Mr. Bbavbn submitted that the 
bill, so far, was irregular, as it had not 
been inaugurated by message from the 
Lieut.-Governor or in committee of the 
whole, although it involved a charge 
upon the public revenue. This being the 
case, according to May, all the proceed­
ings so far in connection with it were 
vitiated, and must be begun over again.

Hon. Mr. Davie contended that the 
bill did not contemplate a charge upon 
the revenue. All it provided for were 
inspectors who were Government agents 
already. The bill was merely to prevent 
the spread of contagious diseases among 
animals. The bill did not constitute a 
charge on the revenue, but gave the 
Lieut.-Governor power to provide for the 
remuneration of inspectors in outlying 
districts.

The Speaker said that any charge upon 
the revenue came under the conditions 
cited by the leader of the Opposition, and 
must be ruled out of order as not having 
been introduced by a message from the 
Lieut.-Governor.

THE SUNDAY LAW.
Mr. Milne moved the second reading 

of the “Sunday Bill.” The Sunday 
Law had been introduced in 1863, by Sir 
James Douglas, and the object of his Bill 
was not to change any of its features, 
but'merely to apply it to the entire pro­
vince.

Mr. Hunter noticed that the act re­
ferred to was only a short one, and inti­
mated that it would be well to re-enact it 
over again, in order to save confusion.

Dr. Milnb said he understood the act, 
which was extended to the Province of 
British Columbia, wm the English law of 
1868. All that he wànted was to include 
the, Island of Vancouver.

Hon. Mr. Beaven explained that the 
consolidators had omitted to apply the 
law to Vancouver Island.

Mr. Booth contended that the present 
bill gave nothing intelligible. He wished 
to have the law made such as every one 
could understand.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that the Sunday 
Observance Act had been a dead letter 
for many years, and it would have been 
far better to bring a law t6 repeal it than 
to do anything else. He quoted, to the 
amusement of the House, some 
of the provisions of the old 
English Sunday Observance Law, which 
introduce provisions now antiquated and 
obsolete, prescribed fines for bull bait­
ing, driving, etc., on Sunday, and pro­
vided that no person under the degree of 
gentleman should go out fishing on the 
Lord’s Day. He twitted the junior 
member1 for Victoria for striving to im­
pose upon the province the old feudial 
enactments, of which, possibly before the 
present moment, he had had no know -

Mr. Smith suggested the repeal of the 
old law and the introduction of a new 
measure. Meantime' let the present law 
be made general.

Mr. Brown would not like to see the 
present law repealed until a new one 
one were brought in. Let the old one 
remain even with its peculiarities, rather 
than have no law at all.

Mr. Hunter desired to have every 
provision made which would secure a bet­
ter observance of the Sabbath. He 
therefore would not support the repeal of 
tiie present law unless something better 
were substituted. He suggested the in­
troduction of a new bill made more in­
telligible and specially applicable here.

Mr. Semlin claimed that if the law 
were eood upon the mainland, it should 
be good on the island, and vice versa. 
He therefore approved of the course of 
the junior member for Victoria, though, 
as a rule, he objected to legislating by 
reference.

Hon. Mr. Ro&son said that if the 
House were not pupated to deal with a 
new Sunday law, it would be well to 
apply the law as it existed, imperfect as 
it was, to the entire : province. There 
were many provisions of the old Sabbath 
observance law which were not he ad­
mitted applicable now-a-days, but In- 
differed from the criticisms of the 
Attorney-General, and expressed his 
desire to have a uniform and effective 
Sunday law applied to the whole pro-

Mr. Croft did not object to a Sunday 
Jaw, but took exception to the manner in

which it was brought in. He thought 
the member who had brought in tho 
present Bill would do well to withdraw 
it, and bring in another of a more specific 
character. He moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

Mr Grant did not believe in adopt­
ing old English laws, but wished to see 
legislation of all kinds in touch with the 
ideas of the day. He was in favor of 
keeping within all reasonable Christian 
lines ; but did not believe in incorpora­
ting holus bolus in the laws of British 
Columbia, such provisions as had been 
cited. We ought, he said, to have a law 
in touch with our own feelings.

Hon. Mr. Robson admitted that 
there were many provisions in the old 
statutes which were ridiculous and inap­
plicable here, but there were many pro­
visions that would be most useful. He 
endorsed the remarks of the member for 
Comox, saying that, in default of the in­
troduction of a new law, he should cer­
tainly support the proposal to make the 
Sunday law generally applicable.

Mr. Grant spoke of the experiences of 
miners whose conditions were such that 
they were unable to observe the Sabbath 
in a hard and rigid manner.

Hon. Mr. Vernon gave the member 
for Victoria credit for sincerity, but, as 
the Attorney-General pointed out, there 
Were many provisions in the old law 
which were not applicable here, and 

• were an absolute dead letter and useless. 
If tho member were in earnest, he would 
certainly withdraw his bill and bring in 
a new one.

Mr. Cotton was sure that the members 
from the mainland would be glad to see 
the people of the Island have all the 
benefits of the Sunday law but, after the 
remarks of the leader of the government, 
he thought it singular that, in the bill 
which he had introduced.yesterday, there 
should be a provision 44 that any location 
made upon Sunday shall not for that rea­
son be invalid, any law or statute to the 
contrary notwithstanding.”

Mb. Eberts suggested that the muni­
cipalities might bring in Sunday by-laws 
if they chose.

Mb. Keith recommended that a new i 
law be introduced.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he would not 
vote for the present bill because of its 
absurdities, but should i nly be too ready 
to support a proper Sunday measure. He 
defended the leader of tho Government 
from the reflection by the senior member 
for Vancouver, who appeared to desire, 
for a personal purpose, to make a point 
against the premier. He would find be­
fore long, if he did not know already, 
that he could not succeed in making un­
fair capital in this way. He pointed out 
that the bill was not the work of the 
Government, but the product of the 
labors of the Mining Commission, and 
had been brought before the House for 
them to act upon. To reflect upon the 
Provincial Secretary on account of it, was 
utterly unjust and unworthy. He con­
cluded by inviting the member for Vic­
toria to withdraw his bill in order that
the House might pass an effective law.

Mr. Booth should vote against the 
present bill because of its vagueness. Ho 
was not prepared tu support a measure 
he did not understand.

Dr. Milne said he appreciated the ar­
guments which had been made, and J 
would withdraw the bill.
THE PROPOSED VANCOUVER JUDICIAL DIS-

Hon. Mr. Davib moved the second 
reading of the Supreme Court Bill, 
which merely carried out the resolution 
UHanimously adopted by thik House. As 
he had before said the carrying out of 
the Bill rested entirely with ,tne Domi­
nion Government, without whom the 
Provincial statute would be a dead 
letter.

Hon. Mr. Bbavbn said the House had 
affirmed the principle and he should not j 
oppose the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Davib intimât tHi", there 
was no necessity for forcing the Bill if 
there were any objection, but at the 
same time he saw no reason for delay.

After some discussion the Bill was 
read a second time.

personal explanation.
Mr. Rogers said he fyad been reported 

in the Times as being ih favor of ten 
hours’ work, but there was no one more 
favorable to a reasonable day’s work and 
he merely made this remark to set him­
self right.

MECHANICS* LIEN BILL.
On the motion for the report of Com- 

| mittee on the Mechanics’ Lien Bill
Hon. Mr. Davie said that a petition 

j hadvbeen received in protest against the 
measure and he hoped the motion would 
not be pressed.

Mr. Brown said he was perfectly will 
! ing that the presentation of the report 
; should stand over till Thursday.

RETURNS.
Hon. Mr. Davie presented a return of 

correspondence concerning the seizure of 
the schooner Hesperus and the arrest of 
her crew, also a return of all ordors-in- 
council and other information in the 
matter of Isaac Lehman, of Ashcroft.

The House adjourned at 4 o’clock.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Beaven—On the motion ,to con­
sider the Mechanics’ Lien Act, to move 
to amend section 12 by striking out all 
the words after “behalf” in the fifth 
line down to and including “May” in 
the eighth line, and insert “a pay roll 
containing the names of all laborers who 
have done work for him upon such works 
or improvements, with a receipt in full 
from each of the said laborers, with the 
amounts which were due and had been 
paid to each of them set opposite to their 
respective names, which pay roll shall —”

Also to amend schedulo C so as to 
show the amount earned and the amount 
paid.

Hoe. Mu. Bbavbn—Thursday—To in­
troduce an act respecting actions of libel 
and slander.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

First Session of the Sixth Parliament. 

ELEVENTH DAY.
Wednesday, Feb. 4,1891.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
After prayers, by Rev. Mr. Macleod, 

there were submitted the following
*SL PETITIONS.

Mr. KkluV-For a Bill to incorporate 
the Nelson ana Fort Sheppard Railroad 
Company. \'

Aik. Martin—For a mil £b amynd the 
Act of Incorporation of the New West­
minster Wa'er Works.

MrL Cotton—For a Bill to incorporate 
the Burrard Inlet Electric Railroad and 
Ferry Co.

Mb. Martin presented the report of 
the Committee of Standing Orders and 
Private Bills. It set forth that the riles 
had'been complied with respect to the 
following petitions for private Bills.

New Westminster and Burrard Itilet : 
Telephone Co., Bimited.

The Fraser River Dyking Co.
Crow’s Nest and Kootenay Railroad.
Vernon and Nelson Telephone Co.
Berrard Inlet and Fraser Valley Rail-

Bill to amend-the Act of Incorporation 
of the City of Vancouver.

The Orders had not, been complied 
with by the Okanagon Land and Develop­
ment Co ;

Liverpool and Canoe Pass Rail­
road Co. i

Vancouver and Lulu Island Rail­
road Co. .> ''SB- 1

It recommended that the time for re­
ceiving petitions for Private Bills be ex­
tended fourteen days.

Hon. Mb. Robson said that in the 
past the standing orders with regard to 
private Bills had been practically a dead 
letter. He knew that there was a strong 
feeling this session in favor of keeping up 
tn the rules. But on the other hand the 
House had this year been called earlier 
than usual. While no one desired to 
stand in the way of measures of public 
importance, there must be a line drawn 
somewhere, and possibly for the reasons 
he had mentioned, another week might 
possibly be granted. He should like to 
hear what the chairman of the committee 
had to say in support of the recommend-

Mk. Martin explained that with re­
spect to several bills it "had for some 
reason or other been impossible for the 
parties to carry out the rules as to time.

Mr. Eberts said that delays in the 
mails had also been obstacles in the way 
of the necessary advertising.

Mb. bEMLiN, though a member of the 
committee making the report, urged that 
everything should be done to have the 
rules carried out.
\ffpr remarks from Mr. Sword,
Hon. Mr. Robson expressed the 

hope that the suspension of the rule 
could be unanimously agreed to owing to 
the importance of» a number of the bills 
that were likoly to come up.

After remarks from Hon. Mr. Beaven, 
The motion to suspend the rule was 

carried, and the report was adopted.
RETURN.

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented a return 
showing the instructions sent to the com­
missioners appointed to carry out vete 
192 of last session, together with all eor 
respondence on the subject.

A NORMAL SCHOOL.
In answer to Dr. Milne,
Hon. Mr. Robson said the matter of 

placing a sum in the estimates for 1891- 
92 for the establishment of • normal 
school in the city of Victoria had not yet 
been considered.
SENDING THE MILITIA TO WELLINGTON.

In answer to Mr. Keith,
Hqn. Mr. Robson said that there had 

been no correspondence between the Pro­
vincial and Dominion Governments re­
lating to the sending of a militia force to 
Wellington last summer. Had there 
been it would have been brought down in 
response to the.motion made by the hon. 
member.

Hon. Mb. Davib moved the second 
reading of the Westminster Enabling Act 
Amendment BilL,

After explanations from Mr. Brown,
Dr. Milnb pointed out that the city 

wanted powers to supply private lights, 
which would interfere with the existing 
gas lighting company.

Mr. Brown said, while this was true, 
it was contemplated for the electric com­
pany to buy out the gas company.

The bill was read a second time and 
the House went into committee, Mr. 
lfarfcin in the chair. The bill was re­
ported complete with amendments, but 
the committee advised ite reference to 
the Private Bills committee, with power 
for them to hear any parties by it 
affected, fourteen days’ notioèLeing given 
in the New Westminster papers.

BY mbssaoi.
Hon. Mr. Turner presented a message 

from the Lieut.-Governor, transmitting a 
bill to amend the Assessment Act. To 
be referred to committee of the whole on 
Thursday.

LAND REGISTRY BILL.
The House went mto committee, Mr, 

Semlin in the chair, upon the above 
measure. The bill was reported com­
plete with amendments.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.
* NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Milnb—To introduce a Sun 

day Observance Act. «a
By Mr. Kbite—To move for a select 

committee to inquire into the causes lead­
ing to the late strike or look-out at Wel­
lington, committee to consist of Forster, 
Semlin, Booth, Hall and the mover.

By Mr. Cotton—To introduce a reso­
lution endorsing the reference of the pe­
tition of right transmitted by Samuel 
Greer to the Provincial Secretary, to tho 
Supreme court for a judicial decision.

By Mr. Bbavbn—To move for the in­
sertion of anti-Chinese sections in tho 
Liverpool and Canoe Pass Railway bill.

QUESTIONS.
By Mr. Brown—To ask the Attorney- 

General : Is it the intention of the Gov - 
ernment, during this session, to introduce 
an act to prohibit the sale of cigarettes to 
minors?

By Mr. Brown—To ask the Chief 
Commissioner : Is it the intention of the 
Government, during ihis year, to con 
struct a traffic bridge over the Pitt river,

at some point near its confluence with th< 
Fraser?

By Mr. Brown—To ask the Leadei 
of the Government—“ Would the Gov 
eminent look upon a traffic bridge ove: 
the Fraser at New Westminster as i 
work of provincial importance, ranking ai 
an undertaking entitled to substantial ai<

}from the provincial treasury.
. .“Also, in i he event of the municipal 

| it*63 directly interested undertaking, witl 
the assistance of the Dominion Govern 
ment, to build a traffic bridge or (in con 
junction with a railway company) a com 
bined railway and traffic bridge, acrosi 
the Fraser at New Westminster, wouli 
the provincial government aid the worl 
by a grant of money ?

SAMUEL GREER’S CASE.
Full Text of the Petition Referred to In Mr. 

Cotton’s Notice of Motion.
i ------

The following is the full text of the pe 
tition referred to in the resolution of 
which Mr. Cotton gave notice in the 
House, yesterday :

PETITION.
In the Supreme Court of British Columbia. To 

the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty. 
Columbia ^<^™in8ter* Province of British

The humble petition of Samuel Greer, ef the 
city of Vancouver, in the province of British 
Columbia, a natural born British subject, 
farmer, by his solicitor, J. Roland Hett, of 16 

,#cery Lane, in the city of Victoria, in the 
- sa up province. showeth :

1. J hat by Letters Patent under the Great Seal 
of the said Province of British Columbia, dated 
the thirteenth day of February, 1886, and num­
bered 91, certain lands situate in the district of 
Now Westminster, in the said province, 
namely : Lot Number five hundred and forty- 
one, groim one on the fllcial plan or survey of 
the said district, and also certain pieces or par­
cels of land forming part of the townsite of 

■ Granville, in the said district, and known and 
I numbered on the official map of the said town- 
site, deposited in the land registry office at the 
city of New Westminster, as lots 12 and 13, 
block 2; lots 4, 3, 6, 7. 9, 10,11, 12.13, 14.13 ami 
16, block 3 ; lots 1,2,3, 4, 5. 6, 7. 8, 9. 10, 11.12.13, 
14.15 and 16. block 4; lots 4, 5, 9, 10. 11, 12, 13 
and 14, block 5, and lot 10, block 6. were granted 
unto and to the use of Donald A. Smith and 
Richard B. Angus, their heirs and assigns for­
ever, subject to the reservations and provisions 
m th^8<,id Lcttcr8 Paten contained.

2. That by Letters Patent under the Great 
Beal of the said Province of British Columbia, 
dated the Thirteenth day of February, 1886. 
and numbered to, certain lai.de situate in the 
said District of New Westminster, namely, lot 
number five hundred and twenty-six, group 1 of 
the official plan or survey of the said Disi met of 
New Westminster, a portion whereof was Indian 
Reserve lands, and another portion whereof 
was under lease, were granted unto afad to ihe 
use of the said Donald A. Smith and Richard 
B. Angus, their heirs and assigns for ever, 
subject to the reservations and provisions in 
the said last mentioned Letters Patent con­
tained.

3. That it appears by the said Letters Patent, 
numbered respectively 91 and to, that no pur­
chase money was paid for the lands thereby 
respectively granted.

4. That the lands granted by the said Letters 
Patent, numbered respectively 91 and to, were 
not unoccupied and unappropriated crown lands 
and were not so granted in accordance with 
the provision of “ The British North America 
Act, 1867 " The “ terms of union " of the colony 
of British Columbia with the Dominion of Can­
ada, and the statute of the said province of 
British Columbia, known as the “ Land Act, 
1884. ’ or any other qtatuto of the said province, 
or anv one or more of them.

5. That prior to tho thirteenth day of Feb­
ruary, 1886, portions of the lands granted to the 
said Donald A. Smith and Richard B. Angus 
by tho said Letters Patent numbered 91, ha i 
been appropriated and surveyed by the 
Government of the said province 
of British Columbia as a townsite, and 
an official map thereof had been deposited in 
the Land Registry Office at the said city of New 
Westminster.

6. That subsequently to such deposit anew 
map of tho lands granted by the said Letters 
Patent numbered 91 was with the consent of 
the Government of the said Province of Brit­
ish Columbia made and deposited in the Land 
Registry Office at the <ity of New Westmins­
ter aforesaid, and that by such new map the 
streets and roads delineated upon the firstly 
deposited map were changed and altered with­
out any legal authority.

7. Tha' as to and in respect of, and on ac­
count of the grant of the lands comprised in 
both of the above-mentioned Letters Patent 
the said Donald A. Smith and Richard B. An­
gus never undertook to do and never did do or 
perform any acts or things for tho encourage­
ment of immigration or for any other purpose 
of public advantage.

8. That the said Donald A. Smith and 
Richard B. Angus have sold considerable por­
tions of the land granted by tho said Letters 
Patent numbered to. for their own advantage, 
and not for any purpose of public advantage 
whatever.

9. That prior to the issue of the said Letters 
Patent, numbered 91 and 98 respectively, your 
petitioner objected in writing to the issue of 
the said Letters Patent for any purpose, and 
addressed his objections to the then Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works for the 
said province.

10 That no statute has been enacted or 
passed hr the Legislature ef the said P evince 
of British Columbia ratifying or confirming the 
issue of the said Letters Intent numbered 91 and 
98 respectively.

Your suppliant therefore humbly prays that:
1. The said Letters Patent, numbered 91 and 

W respectively, may be recalled, annulled and
2- He may be granted such further or other 

relief as the nature of the case may require. 
lgHated tho twentieth day of January, A.D.,

(Sgd.) J. Roland Hett.
Solicitor for Samuel Greer.



at some point near its confluence with the 
Fraser?

By Mr. Brown—To ask the Leader 
of the Government—“ Would the Gov­
ernment look upon a traffic bridge over 
the Fraser at New Westminster as a 
work of provincial importance, ranking as 
an undertaking entitled to substantial aid

I from the provincial treasury.
“ Also, in i he event of the municipal- 

i ities directly interested undertaking, with 
I the assistance of the Dominion Govern­
ment, to build a traffic bridge or (in con­
junction with a railway company) a com­
bined railway aud traffic bridge, across 
the Fraser at New Westminster, would 
the provincial government aid the work 
by a grant of money ?

SAMUEL GREER’S CASE.
Full Text of the Petition Referred to In Mr. 

Cotton’s Notice of Motion.
• -------

The following is the full text of the pe­
tition referred to in the resolution of 
which Mr. Cotton gave notice in the 
House, yesterday :

PETITION.
In the Supreme Court of British Columbia. To 

the Quean's Most Excellent Majesty. 
County of Westminster, Province of British 
Columbia, to wit :

The humble petition of Samuel Greer, ef the 
city of Vancouver, in the province of British 
Columbia, a natural born British subject, 
farmer, by his solicitor, J. Roland Hett, of 16 
ChJkcery Lane, in the city of Victoria, in the 

■ sa iff pro vince. showeth :
1. That by Letters Patent under the Great Seal 

of the said Province of British Columbia, dated 
the thirteenth day of February, 1886, and num­
bered 91, certain lands.situate in the district of 
Now Westminster, in the said province, 
namely : Lot Number five hundred and forty- 
one, group one on the ffici&l plan or survey of 
the said district, and also certain pieces or par­
cels of land forming part of the towneite of

! Granville, in the said district, and known and 
numbered on the official map of the said town- 
site, deposited in the land registry offlek at the 
city of New Westminster, as lots 12 mad 13, 
block 2; lots 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10,11,12.13,14. 15 and 
16. block 3 ; lots 1,2,3, 4, 5. 6, 7. 8. 9. 10,11,12, 13, 
14. 15and 16. block 4; lots 4. 5, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13 
aud 14. block 5. and lot 10, block 6. were granted 
unto and to the use of Donald A. Smith and 
Richard B. Angus, their heirs and assigns for­
ever, subject to the reservations and provisions 
in the said Letters Paten contained.

2. That by Letters Patent under the Great 
Beal of the paid Province of British Columbia, 
dated the Thirteenth day of February, 1886. 
and numbered 98, certain lande situate in the 
said District of New Westminster, namely, lot 
number five hundred and twenty-six, group 1 of 
the official plan or survey of the said Diet act of 
New Westminster, a portion whereof was Indian 
Reserve lands, and another portion whereof 
was under lease, were granted unto and to iho 
use of the said Donald A. Smith and Richard 
B. Angus, their heirs and assigns for ever, 
subject to the reservations and provisions in 
the said last mentioned Letters Patent con­
tained.

3. That it appears by the said Letters Patent, 
numbered respectively 91 and 98, that no pur­
chase money was paid for the lands thereby 
respectively granted.

4. That the lands granted by the said Letters 
Patent, numbered respectively 91 and 98. were 
not unoccupied and unappropriated crown lands 
and were not so granted in accordance with 
the provision of “ The British North America 
Act, 1867 " The ** terms of union " of the colony 
of British Columbia with the Dominion of Can­
ada, and the statute of I he said province of 
British Columbia, known as the " Land Act, 
1884," or any other qlAtute.of the said province, 
or any one or more of them.

5. That prior to the thirteenth day of Feb- : 
ruary, 1886, portions of the lands granted to the : 
said Donald A. Smith and Richard B. Angus 
by the said Letters Patent numbered 91, ha i 
been appropriated and surveyed by the 
Government of the said province 
of British Columbia as a townsfte. and 
an official map thereof had been deposited in 
the Land Registry Office at the said city of New 
Westminster.

6. That subsequently to such deposit a new 
map of the lands granted by the said Letters 
Patent numbered 91 was with the consent of 
the Government of the said Province of Brit­
ish Columbia made and deposited in the Land 
Registry Office at the i sity of New Westmins­
ter aforesaid, and thpt by such new map the 
streets and roads delineated upon the firstly 
deposited map were changed and altered with­
out any legal authority.

7. Thai as to and in respect of, and on ac­
count of the grant of the lands comprised in 
both of the above-mentioned Letters Patent 

, the said Donald A. Smith and Richard B. An­
gus never undertook to do and never did do or 
perform any acts or things for the encourage­
ment of immigration or for any other purpose 
of public advantage.

8. That the said Donald A. Smith and 
Richard B. Angus have sold considerable por­
tions of the land granted by the said Letters 
Patent numbered 98, for their own advantage, 
and not for any purpose of public advantage

9. That prior to the issue of the said Letters 
Patent, numbered 91 and 98 respectively, your 
petitioner objected in writing to the issue of 
the said Letters Patent for any purpose, and 
addressed his objections to the then Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works for the 
said province.

10 That no statute has been enacted or 
passed by the Legislature ef the said P evince 
of British Columbia ratifying or confirming the 
issue of the said Letters Patent numbered 91 and 
98 respectively.

Your suppliant therefore humbly prays that: 
1. The said Letters Patent, numbered 91 and 

98 respectively, may be recalled, annulled and
2. He may be granted such further or other 

relief as the nature of the case may require.
Dated the twentieth day of January, A.D., 

1891.
(Sgd.) J. Roland Hett, 

Solicitor for Samuel Greer.
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After prayer by Rev. Mr. McLeod
Mr. Martin presented the report of the 

Standing Orders aud Private Bills com­
mittee, reporting that the rules had been 
complied with in regard to certain -peti­
tions for private bills.

RETURNS.
Hon. Mr. Robson presented returns 

relating to the cancellation of Crown grants 
No. 2608 and the issue in lieu thereof 
of No. 4097 and a return from the Clerk of 
the Crown in Chancery stating.; that it was 
impossible to supply a return showing the 
number of votes cast at the last election.

THE HAW ON LIBEL.
Mr. Davie introduced an Act respecting 

actions of libel or slander, and moved that 
it be placed on <Jhe orders of the day for to­
morrow.

Hon. Mr. Sbavsn objected that it had 
not been printed and moved that it be 
placed on the orders for Monday.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he had no desire 
to rush the bill through, and when it came 
up to-morrow he would be willing to have 
its second reading postponed. He repudi­
ated the pretension of the leader of the 

1 Opposition that the Government were not 
ready with their measure, and this bill was 
(presented and ready to be gone on with.

Hon. Mr. Robson said the Government 
had always been ready to defer bills when 
members desired. It was, he remarked, 
hardly courteous for the leader of the Op­
position to take-the course he had followed, 
since the hill had been brought in by the 
Attorney-General. Besides, the principle 
had been already thoroughly ventilated, 
and there was no need of delay. There 
never, to his knowledge, had been any lack 
of consideration to the Opposition, particu- j 
larly to its leader, when it desired to have a j 
Bill postponed.

Hon. Mr. Beavbn said that, last session, ! 
the Attorney-General had persisted in rush­
ing through the Royalty Bill despite his ob­
jections.

Mr. Bkayen’s motion having been put and 
lost, the second reading of the Bill was fixed 
if or to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Beaven introduced a Bill re­
specting libel and slander, which was 
ordered to he placed on the orders for sec­
ond reading on Monday.

INTESTATE ESTATES.
Mr. Booth moved for returns concerning 

the intestate estate of the late Archibald 
Buckner, specifying therein the amount 
realized, the expenses incurred, and what 
disposition has been made of the balance, if 
any. He spoke at length of the necessity 
that existed for provisions to wind up in­
testate estates, of which the experiences in 
connection with the Buckner estate were 
ample proof.

The motion was adopted.
^ VANCOUVER ARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. Horne moved the 'resolution which 
has been already published in The Colon­
ist, in favor of an address recommending 
the widening and removal of obstructions in 
the narrows and the widening of the en­
trance to Vancouver Harbor, that a fog 
alarm should be placed at Prospect Point, 
and that Burnaby Shoal should be dredged.

Messrs. Horne and Cotton briefly sup­
ported the motion, the objects of which 
must be abundantly manifest to every mem­
ber of the House, the more so in view of the 
proposed establishment of a line of steam­
ships between Vancouver and Australia 
and the general increase of the maritime 
trade of this province.

Hon. Mr. Robson strongly favored the 
resolution. A great deal ought to be done 
for the maritime interests of this province, 
which were possibly growing much more 
rapidly than any othér. Everything showed 
that no steps.should be left undone te make 
the navigation of the archipelago as safe as 
possible. Not only were these improve­
ments necessary to Vancouver, but they in­
volved the vital interests of the province, 
and the entire Dominion. He (the Premier) 
was in perfect accord with the resolution 
that the maritime interests of the province 
should receive better consideration at the 
hands of the Dominion Government.

The motion was adopted.
NEW BILLS.

The report of the committee on Standing 
Orders and Private Bills having been adopt-

Mr. Brown introduced a bill to incorpor­
ate “ the order of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate.”

Mr. Kitchen—Act respecting the 'West­
minster and Vancouver Tramway company, 
and tho Westminster Street Railway com-
pany.

CHINESE RESTRICTION.
Mr. Beaven moved that the committee 

on Standing Orders and Private Bills incor­
porate with the measure the Chinese Exclu­
sion clauses. He dwelt at length upon the 
necessity of restricting Chinese immigration, 
denounced the system of Chinese certificates, 
and said that the $60 tax was not sufficient. 
At one time the province was overrun with 
Chinese, from 900 to 1,000 of them arriving 
every month during the construction of the 
Pacific R. R.. Now that we were receiving 
further encouragement for railway building 
we oùght to adopt the Chinese restrictive 
danses, otherwise white labor would l>e 
completely run out. On one railway in this 
province which had. just been completed 
no Chinese had been employed, and the 
same had Been the case with a railway in 
Washington. There was, it was evident, 
no need of importing or shipping Chinese 
labor. This was a very opportune time 
for the House to tâtera stand, and he hoped 
his motion would meet with approval

Hon. Mr. Robson said. if the House 
thought this clause should be inserted, it 
was for it to take the necessary action He 
did not think this should be done in a side- 
winded manner. When the Chinese issue 
came regularly before hon. members he 
should be ready to deal with it.

Hon. Mb. Beaven submitted that the 
proper place to add this clause was Lu com­
mittee, where the whole matter could be 
more fully and freely discussed, u

Hon. Mr. Robson said the bill, on its 
first reading, was only technically before 
the House. Its principle was not before the 
members at. present, and they could not, at 
this stage, decide whether or not the clause 
.was applicable. Moreover, the House was 
not asked to grant a franchise by this hill. 
He should hold himself ready and free to 
judge of the merits of the measure and de­
cide whether or not the introduction of the 
Chinese clause would interfere with private 
rights and was in the public interest. He 
thought that the leader of the Opposition, 
by pushing the Chinese clauses forward all 

; the time, in season and out of season, was 
prejudicing the question.

Mr. Booth was not ready to go blindly 
for the Chinese resolutions.

Hon. Mr. Pooley held that the bill was 
not at the proper stage to allow of any such 
proposition being incorporated with it. Hi* 
explained English practice. The bill should 
he regularly before the House on its merits, 
and then tne hon. tnember would have the 
opportunity of making his proposition. He 
cited May in support of his pretensions.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the House had not 
only not seen the bill, ‘but might never see 
*1» *as the committee V.iighv never report it. 
V wa8> therefore, wholly out of place for 
r he House to give any instructions regard­
ing it. The Leader of the Opposition had 
said this was the proper time to act in the 
matter, as the committee were going to 
hear evidence on the question. This being 
the case, it was utterly out of place to ■ give 
them any instructions until that evidence 
was heard by them. *It could not justly be 
pretended that members could possibly 
shirk this question, and, therefor^, when 
the matter came up, each member would 
have to assume his own responsibility.

Mr. Cotton thought the proposal of the 
member for Victoria was the best way of 
dealing with this subject. The promoters 
of the bill desired to change their position 
towards each other and the public. They 
came for a privilege, and it was now for 
the members to deal with them as they 
deemed expedient. The petitioners had a 
right to coine to this House, hut the House 
had also a right to impose its own condi­
tions. The overwhelming conviction of the 
people of the province was, be was sure, in 
favor of Chinese restriction, and. to his 
mind, the moat convenient way of impos­
ing it was by the proposal of the leader of 
the Opposition. He trusted the House 
would support the amendment.

Mr. Brown differed from the member 
for Vancouver on one or two points. He 
and other members, did not know as yet 
whether it were right and proper to insert 
the Chinese clause in a measure of which 
they were ignorant. The petitioners for 
this bill asked for no incorporation, but only 
for the amalgamation of the rights they 
already had. If it were possible to pass a 
law prohibiting the employment of Chinese 
he should hold up both hands for it. 
It was not right and proper to 
invite people to come to this 
country and then place them in competition 
with Chinese ltlbor. When any company 
asked for favors or, franchises it would be 
perfectly right for the House, as represent­
ing the people, to make it a condition that 
no Chinese should receive any employment. 
But, as he understood it, this bill only asked 
to put certain matters in a perfectly ’legal 
shape, and he would not feel justified in in­
sisting on the clause.

Mr. Horne thought that where any 
franchise were granted the Chinese clause 
should he inserted, but the proper time to 
insert it was when the bill was regularly be­
fore the House.

Col. Baker remarked that the leader of 
the Opposition had not adopted his present 
method last session.

Mr. Semlin said this was as opportune a 
time as any to discuss the question gener­
ally. Was the House prepared to say that 
the employment of Chinese was detrimental 
to the public interests of the province ? 
Being of that opinion, he should support 
the >motiion of the leader of the Onnoaitinn.

Hon. Mr. Robson said a vote upon the 
abstract question could not be properly 
taken in this connection. No one than he 
more strongly favored Chinese restriction, 
but the present time was not opportune.

Mr. Keith humorously spoke of the 
difficulty young members experienced in 
view of the conflict of opinion. It was hard 
for them to decide what course they should 
take, and he therefore asked what would be 
the effect of adopting the Chinese resolu­
tion.

Hon. Mr. Beaven having given certain 
explanations,

Mr. Keith said, as a member of the 
Private Bills committee, he would not like 
to receive such an instruction from the 
House, when it hereafter might upset all 
that the committee had done by its orders. 
He should prefer to deal with the question 
when the bill was regularly before the 
House. He Was strongly in favor of the 
restriction of the Chinese, and was sur­
prised that members who spoke strongly in 
favor of certain things, always acted in a 
contrary way. He was against double 

, dealing in such matters. He had not yet 
received the necessary amount of political 
education, but might learn tome day. 
Meantime he was opposed to all double 
dealing and shuffling.

In answer to Mr. Croft,
The Speaker cited his ruling of 26th 

January, and said that the motion was pro-1 
perly in order.

Mr. Croft said he should vote against 
the motion of the leader of the Opposition.

The Speaker said, in answer to the mem­
ber fer N >naimo, that the House had full 
power to rescind the Chinese clauses even 
when the bill was reported with them from 
the Private Bills committee. The bill was 
all the time in the possession of the House 
until finally passed.

After " some remarks by Messrs. Hall, 
Booth, Martin and Rogers,

Mb. Grant charged that certain mem­
bers did not like to face this question 
squarely. They did not want to be placed 
on rèeord. There was no doubt in his mind 
that now was the proper time to deal with 
the subject. The House had power to deal 
with a measure at any stage and through

Mr. Hunter said he did not intend to 
enter upon a discussion of the Chinese 
question at the present time ; nevertheless, 
neither he nor any member on his side of 
the House were afraid of it. He could not, 
however, see why, considering as it had 
been said that the Private Bills committee 
might have to take testimony upon and 
consider both sides of the question as 
related to the employment of labor, it 
should be instructed in this manner.. He 
again denied that there was any desire to 
shirk the issue. He charged that the senior 
member for Vancouver had written what, 
it now appeared, he was not prepared to 
repeat here.

Mr. Cotton called upon the member for 
Comox to withdraw that remark.

Mb. Hunter replied that the member for 
Vancouver had certainly said that hon. 
members on this side of the House were in­
clined to shirk the question. He (Mr. 
Hunter) had not one of the hon. gentleman's 
papers with him, but it was not the first 
time that that hon. member had made sim­
ilar insinuations against members of this 
(the Government) side of the House. If he 
(Mr. Hunter) had said anything hurtful to 
the hon. member he was quite prepared to 
withdraw it. Hon. members on his side of 
the House had no occasion to fear looking 
every question squarely in the face, but he 
did not think the present time a convenient

Mr. Smith asked how the House could 
deal intelligently with this clause as ap­
plied to the bill, when they had not the bill 
before them. The Chinese were here and 
he did not think that it would be right to 
prevent them earning their livelihood. If 
this was their policy the proper thing to do 
was to give them free passages home. 
Moreover, he could not see the justice of 
stipulating what class of labor any company 
should employ.

Dr. Milne strongly supported the pro 
posai to deal with the subjeet in the man­
ner proposed, for which he cited precedents, 
saying that the Opposition intended to 
dangle the Chinese question under the nose 
of the public until it was settled. Their 
policy as an Opposition was to deal with 
this 'matter and restrict Chinese labor, 
which was sucking the life-blood of the 
country.

Hon. Mr. Turner showed that the pre­
cedents cited by the last speaker were not 
pertinent. It would be a very bad thing to 
adopt a proposal of this kind. The Chinese 
question would no doubt come up when the 
bill was regularly before the House. He 
denied that members of the Government 
side were afraid to register their votes on 
this subject. He had registered his vote 
before and should be ready to do so again.

Mr. Forster believed that there would be 
many bills before this House in which it 
would nOfe' be proper to introduce the 
Chinese clause. He had no desire to fight 
with blank cartridge, and when measures 
did come up in which it would be proper to 
insert this clause he should have no hesita­
tion in insisting upon it.

The membert^being called in, the notion 
of the Hon. Mr. Beaven was rejected.

Ayes, 6—Beaven, Semlin, Grant, Mac­
kenzie, Cotton, Milne.

Nays, 23—Kitchen, Fletcher, Robson, 
Pooley, Turner, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, 
Anderson, Nason, Hall, Booth, S tod dart, 
Sword, Horne, Smith, Forster, Eberts, 
Davie, Vernon, Keith, Baker, Brown.

9HÜSWAP AND O KAN AGON GUARANTEE.
Hon. Mb. Davie moved the second read­

ing of the Shuswap Railway Guarantee 
Amendment Bill, which was to provide for 
the “bonds,” and not “coupons,” as pro­
vided in the original Bill, being signed by 
means of a printed fac simile of the signa­
ture of the Minister of Finance. It afforded 
further facilities for the issuance of the

The Bill was read a second time, .and re­
ferred to a committee of the Houflfej Mr. 
Cotton in the chair. &

The Bill was reported.
THE ASSESSMENT ACT.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Turner, the 
House went into committee on the message 
of His Honor of 4th February, 1891, with 
the Assessment Act.

After a long discussion, the committee 
rose and reported progress, and the House 
adjourned at 6 o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Mr. Smith—Monday—Returns of corres­

pondence and all papers connected with the 
intestate estate of the late D. M. Martin, 
of Lillooet.

Mr. Cotton—Monday—To introduce an 
Act to amend the Vancouver Incorporation 
Act of 1886, and the Vancouver Incorpora­
tion Act of 1889-90.
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After prayer by Rev. Mr. Madeod
Mr. Eberts presented a petition for an 

act of incorporation for a company to con­
struct a railroad from Victoria City to 
"Reechv BaVe

Mr. Baker—Petition of J. Armstrong 
to incorporate the Upper Columbia and 
Kootenay Navigation, Tramway and Kan-

Mr. Cotton introduced a Bill to amend 
the act of incorporation of the New Y\ est- 
minster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Co.

Mr. Beavin moved that the Committee 
on Private Bills be requested to insert 

TBB ANTI-CHINESE CLAUSES.
Hon. Mr. Robson protested strongly 

against the persistency with which toe 
leader of the Opposition pursued an Ob­
jectionable course and compelled the mem­
bers to waste their time in fighting their 
battles over again. This was not the time 
to discuss the leader of the Opposition’s pro-
^°Mr. Heaven’s motion being put to vote 
was rejected. Nays 17, ayes 5.

Nays—Smith, Brown, Baker,' Kitchen, 
Sword, Fletcher, Hall, Booth, Rogers, 
Stoddart, Croft, Eberts, Vernon Turner, 
Poolly, Davie, Robson—17.

The ayes were Heaven, Semlin, Milne, 
MacKenzie, Cotton—5.

Mr. Kitchen introduced a Bill to incor­
porate the B. C. Dyking and Improve­
ment Co.

iiuN. Mr. Bbavkn again brought up the 
Chinese clauses.

Hon. Mr. Robson repeated that the 
House did not know the provisions of the 
Bill. Hence the utter absurdity of insist- 
ng upon the motion.

The motion was rejected by 17 to 5.
Mr. Kitchen introduced a Bill to incor­

porate the Burrard Inlet and Fraser Valley 
Kailway Company.

On Mr. Be a v en bringing up the Chinese 
•lause,

Hon. Mr. Robson denounced as a mean 
attempt to prejudice hon. members the re­
mark of the leader of the Opposition that 
all who voted against the Chinese clauses 
were adverse to the exclusion of Chinese 
labor.

The vote was i-ejected by 19 to 3, Messrs. 
Semlin. and Milne being absent, while 
Messrs. Keith and Forster had come in and 
voted against the clause.

Mr. Milne introduced a Bill to establish 
a Pharmaceutical Association in the Pro­
vince of British Columbia.

Mr. Sword introduced a Bill to amend 
the British Columbia Railway Act.

THE JAMES BAY FLATS.
Mr. Milne moved for all orders in coun­

cil and correspondence, not already printed 
in the sessional papers of British Columbia, 
relating to the transfer to the city of Victo­
ria, of public land covered with wa­
ter, or otherwise, lying between 
James Bay bridge and McClure street, 
Victoria. He spoke of the nuisance 
which the present common of the .James 
Bay flats were to the citizens of Victoria, 
of the agitation that was going on for their 
improvement, and hoped the Government 
would bring down all the correspondence as 
soon as possible, in order that the public 
might know what was going on.

Hon. Mr. Davie said as far as he could 
see this was a perfectly harmless resolution.

Hon. Mr. Robson did not know that 
there was any correspondence, but, if there 
were, it should be brought down.

Hon. Mr. Bkaven referred to the fact 
#<rf his having discovered in 1879 the transfer 

deed of an acre of property at the head of 
James Bay from Mr. James Douglas to the 
Hudson’s Bay Co., which was said to have 
been subsequently transferred to the Pro­
vince, never having been, it was contended, 
transferred by statute to the Province. The 
land covered by water, he said, was formal­
ly transferred to the city, but nothing had 
been done with the acre of which he spoke. 
Referring to the foreshore question, he con­
tended that the lands between low and high 
water mark were the property of the Pro­
vince. He was satisfied that were Hon. 
Mr. Mowat, premier of this Province, this 
question ana a number of others involving 
provincial rights would long ago have been 
settled. He held that «this particular acre 
of land ought to be transferred to Victoria, 
and hoped that the Government would look 
into the matter.

Hon. Mb. Davie said that it would 
appear that it was twelve years ago that the 
gentleman made his discovery, but this was 
the first time that he had brought the sub­
ject prominently forward. The city council 
were able to take care of their rights. 
Either they had been unaware of them or 
were frery careless with respect to them. 
In the former case much b!ame lay upon the 
leader of the Opposition for not making the 
dtv acquainted with the facts. He was 
fully aware that a point might be made 
with regard to the purchase rights. If the 
Government had ahy correspondence it 
should be brought down. Mr. Davie con- 
clused by a reflection upon the leader of the 
Opposition for having slumbered over the
Îuestion for a dozen years, the more so as in 

886 an order in council had been passed by 
the Dominion Government abandoning the 
proprietorship of the mud flats.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said that he had upon 
a number of occasions drawn attention to 
this subject.

Hon. Mr Robson declared that this was 
the first time he had heard the leader of 
the Opposition draw attention to this acre 
of land.

• Mr. Semlin said he had a strong recol 
lection of having, five or six years ago,heard 
oH/his acre of land from the floor of this

Hc*m. Mr Pooley said that, in 1885, Mr. 
Duck’s resolution only referred to the James 
Bay mud flats, the resolution having been 
passed without any amendment. If this 
acre was known of at that time why was it 
not included in an amendment to the de­
scription of the land abandoned to the citv 
of Victoria! 3

Hon. Mr. Davie said he thought that 
this acre of land was claimed by the Doug­
las Estate. There should be deeds. Where 
were they? Did the leader of the Opposi­
tion secure such documents when in office ?

Hon. Mr Bkavkn said the deed he had 
seen was the transfer from Sir James 
Douglas to the Hudson’s Bay company. Mr. 
Douglas ha<l removed his fences, and the 
Hudson Bay’s property rights had been re­
cognized. "It would be well for the Attor­
ney-General to read the deed of conveyance 
and relinquishment.

Mb. Grant read the deed by
which Sir .Tames Douglas aban­
doned all claim to this acre, and 
signed in June, 1859. The city survey­
or had, by his (Mayor Grant’s) instructions, 
been inquiring into this matter, but had not 
yet made his report. The fact 
having only recently come to his attention 
that there was some of this James Bay land 
the tijble to which was by no means dis­
tinct. Even were the land the property of 
the Government, he claimed that it should 
be transferred to the city in the same way j 
as other cities had received property con- ; 

cessions.__________ ______ ——- - !,
Hon. Mb. Robson agreed with the senior 

nu mber for Victoria city, that the claims 
of a oouniry like this were always worthy 
of the greatest consideration. He showed 
that there was no analogy between the con - 
cessions made by the Crown to the city of 
Westminster and that which was now 
claimed. The Westminster property really 
belonged to the city, and it was only a 
question of transference. He agreed that 
the acre in question would be very valuable 
in connection with the James Bay împroie- 
ment, but he denied that other communities 
hail received greater concessions than Vic­
toria had. He conld assure the House that 
the Government, when the time came, 
would fully consider Victoria’s claims, as 
this acre of land would be a material factor 
in the Jamee Bay flat improvement.

crow’s NEST AND KOOTENAY R. R.
Mr Baker introduced a bill to amend 

the Crow’s Nest and Kootenay Lake R. R. 
Company Act. _ . .

Hon. Mr. Heaven’s Chinese Exclusion 
clauses, as in the case of the other bills, 
Were again offered.

Hon. Mb. Robson admitted that possibly 
this bill might be such a one as the House 
would deem it. expedient to amend by the 
insertion of the Chinese clauses ; but this 
was not the time to do so. The House, of 
course, reserved to itself the right to insert 
them should it deem necessary.

The amendment was lost by 22 to 6, the 
ayes being Messrs. Beaven, Grant, Semlin, 
Cotton, Milne and McKenzie.

questions.
In answer to Mr. Brown,
Hon. Mb. Vernon said that he regretted 

that he was as yet unable to inform Him as 
to the intention of the Government with 
respect to the construction of a traffic 
bridge across the Pitt River, at some point 
near its confluence with the Fraser.

Mr Brown asked : “ Would the Gov 
emment look upon a traffic bridge across 
the Fraser at New Westminster as a work 
of provincial importance, ranking as an 
undertaking entitled to substantial aid from 
the provincial treasury ? Also, in the event 
of the municipalities directly interested 
undertaking, with the assistance of the 
Dominion Government, to build a traffic 
bridge, or in conjunction with a railway 
company, a combined railway and traffic 
bridge, across the Fraser at New Westmin­
ster, would the Provincial Government aid 
the work by a grant of money ? ”

Hox. Mr. Robson replied—yes ; but 
what material aid, if any, the Government 
were prepared to ask the House to grant 
w;;s a matter for consideration.

TL .N. Mr. Davie moved the adoption of 
tin! report of the House on 
THK S HUS WAP RAILWAY GUARANTEE BILL.

Hun. Mr. Turner said the Government 
ha<l full and satisfactory security for mak­
ing the concessions to the company, the ob­
ject of whose bill was to enable them to the 
more readily issue their bonds and place 
them on the market, better prices being ob­
tainable for a large than a small issue of 
securities.

The motion to adopt the report was, after 
a long and bitter personal discussion be­
tween the Attorney-General, the senior 
member for Vancouver and the leader of 
the Opposition, left over.

The Assessment bill was also deferred, it 
being on the order for adjourned committee 
of the House.

THE LIBEL BILL.
Hon. Mb. Davie moved the second read­

ing of his Libel bill, which, he said, was not 
very different from the law of Ontario, 
which much resembled that of England, 
known as Fox’s bill He had left out the 
provision which privileged reports of public 
meetings, absolute latitude in publishing 
the proceedings of which ought to be 
prohibited. Were there absolute lati­
tude in this respect all that would be neces- 
flary to circulate a calumny would be to get 
some one to retail it at a meeting, and in 
that way secure its publication. He saw 
many reasons why the proprietor of a news­
paper should not be notified before proceed­
ings of libel were instituted against him. 
w ere this necessary it would be possible for 
the proprietor of a journal to leave the place 
in order to avoid being notified, the paper re­
maining in the hands of irresponsible indivi­
duals, who meantime would continue to 
publish the libel.

Hon. Mr. Beaven expressed regret that 
several clauses of the Ontario bill had 
been left out. This, çur second 
bill, was based on the Ontario act. He 
should, however, vote for the second read­
ing of this bill, with the hope that the 
necessary amendments would be made in 
committee.

After remarks from Mr. Semlin, who 
thought the Ontario act should have been 
more closely followed,

Mr. Cotton insisted that at least one 
clear day’s notice for a daily paper should 
be given to a newspaper man to make cor­
rections, explanations or apologies, prior to 
proceedings being taken against him. In 
this way needless expenses on the news- 
paper proprietor might be avoided.

Hon. Mr. Davie said if the member for 
Vancouver would introduce an amendment 
he would vote for it, or would insert such a 
provision in his bill. ^

Mil Grant pointed out that there were 
occasions when, in the absence of the pro­
prietor or editor, subordinates in charge 
might make mistakes, and, therefore, pro­
vision should be made to allow the neces­
sary corrections. Indeed, in small com­
munities, even the proprietor frequently 
had so much to do that it was impossible to 
verify the alleged facts.

Hon. Mr. Pooley objected to clause 8, 
and thought that in vindicating his charac­
ter it should not be necessary for a person 
to give security for costs.

The bill was read a second time, and will 
be considered by committee on Monday.

The House adjourned ac half-past five.
NOTICES OK MOTION.

Mr. Sword—Monday—Returns showing 
the acreage, ownership and situation of all 
laud assessed for wild land tax, when the 
acreage in any individual assessment ex- 
ceeds'uOO acres, the acreage, ownership and 
situation of all lands (not being the property 
of the Crown) exempted from taxation, and 
the reason for such exemption ; what tim­
ber lands under lease are assessed, the 
holder of same and valuation ; all existing 
timber leases, the holders, situation of 
limits, terms, and how far those terms have 
been complied with.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—To refer the Chinese 
exclusion clauses to the committee on rail­
ways, with a request to insert them in the 
bills—to incorporate the Nelson and Fort 
Sheppard R. K. Co. ; to incorporate the 
Burrard Inlet railway and Ferry Co. ; to 
incorporate the Chilliwhack R.R. Co.

Mr. Kitchen—To Insert in the Bill for 
the benefit of mechanics and laborers, sec­
tions to provide that all persons contracting 
for supply of timber or logs shall demand 
from the person supplying said logs, a pay­
roll of the wages due to his men ; to make 
the persons receiving the logs liable for the 
men's wages, if payment is made to the 
contractor, without requiring production of 
pay-roll ; the amounts due, as per pay-roll 
to be retained for the men.

Mr. Brown—To introduce a.Bill to pro­

hibit the sale or gift of tobacco to minors in 
certain cases.

QUESTION.
Mr. Sword—Monday—(a)- -What appli­

cations to purchase under section 29 of the 
Land Act are now subject to forfeiture .

lb)—What land has been applied for un­
der this section, the purchase of which has 
not been completed ?

(cx_What are the names of the parties j 
who have not completed the purchase under 
this sectidn, the dates of their application, 
the situations and acreages ?

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Fir t Setelom of the Sixth Parliament.

FOURTEENTH DAY.
February 9, 1891

The «Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
After prayers by Rev. C. Watson, ;
Mr. Martin presented the report of the ; 

.Standing Orders’ committee, stating that 
the rules had been complied with in connec­
tion with the Burrard Inlet Railway and 
Ferry Co.

Mr. Cotton introduced a bill to amend j 
the Vancouver Incorporation Act of 1886, 
and the Vancouver Incorporation Amend­
ment Acts of 1889 and 1890.

MR. GREEK S CASE.

The motion to refer to the Supreme Court 
the petition of Mr. Samuel Greer, for a 
petition of right being called,

Hon. Mr. Davie said he hoped the mem­
ber for Vancouver would bring the matter 
up as quickly as possible, as in the mean­
time the Government could not deal with it, 
thought it was already before them for 
action.

Mr. Cotton said he had been requested 
by Mr. Greer not to bring the subject up 
to-day, but after the statement of the At­
torney-General he would withdraw the 
resolution.

NEW BILLS.
Dr. Milne introduced a bill for the Ob­

servance of the Sabbath.
Mr. Rogers introduced a bill to amend 

the Ashcroft and Cariboo Railway Co.’s 
act.

Hon. Mb. Beaven said he would not at 
this stage bring up the Chinese exclusion 
clauses of which he nad given notice.

Mr. Martin introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Vernon and Nelson Telephone 
company, and to incorporate the Vernon 
and Okanagan Railroad Co.

AN INTESTATE ESTATE.
Mr. Smith moved for all returns, corres 

pondence, and telegrams concerning the in­
testate estate of the late D. Me Martin, who 
died in Lillooet District about the month of 
October, 1889 ; specifying therein whether 
the property was sold oy private sale or 
public auction ; the total amount realized by 
such sale ; the expenses incurred by the 
GovemmenLiirconnection with the estate, 
and whajkaisposition has been made of the 
balance* if any.—Carried.

Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Sumas Railroad Co.

THE WELLINGTON STRIKE.

Mr. Keith moved that a Select Com­
mittee be appointed to inquire into the 
cause that led to the late strike or lock-out 
at the Wellington coal mines, with power to 
send for persons and papers. Said com­
mittee to consist of Messrs. Forster, Semlin, 
Booth, Hall and the mover. He observed 
that by this catastrophe some few men and 
boyB had been thrown out of work and had 
I>een compelled to leave the province, 
causing it to lose a great amount of the bone 
and sinew of the land. What he wanted to 
do was to have an inquiry made which 
should result in such legislation as should 
prevent the recurrence of such a casualty. 
Some weeks after the strike it was hoped 
that an amicable adjustment would 
be arrived at, but instead some 
130 families were turned out of their 
1 louses thus driving the company and the 
men further and further away from each 
other. He spoke of the hardships to which 
the miners, and thp widows and orphans of 
miners had been subi*ted, 130 families 
L"------ 1—» out of their Jiift

amount of murmuring at this, and in order j 
to accommodate them they were obliged to | 
be placed in miserable shacks, built by the 
Chm&men. But miserable as these places 
were they were all the people had. By the 
fcehèrôsity, however, of the cities of Van­
couver and Victoria, canvas had been ob­
tained, out of which were made tents, in 

-yyiiich, during tho winter, many of them 
had been compelled to live. He went on 
to speak of the sending of the troops to 
Wellington and denied that there had been 
any necessity for this. There had been no 
acts of violence committed ; but there was 
nothing more calculated to arouse the feel­
ings of men than to send an ai med force 
among them, ostensibly to keep the peace. 
He generally reviewed the situation at 
Wellington and trusted that his motion 
would be adopted.

Mr. Forster hoped thp Government 
would see their way to' the appointment of 
the committee. He also spoke forcibly of 
the loss and suffering which the strike had 
entailed.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that he did not 
Fee why the committee might not be ap­
pointed. The resolution asked for a com­
mittee to inquire into matters between em­
ployers and employed. It was, he con­
fessed, hard to see how far such an inquiry 
could be made. It would doubtless be 
«.id, on the one side, that such au inquiry 
would be interfering with private concerns. 
On the other it might be fairly contended 
that, in view' of the large number of men 
employed in the mines, the subject was one 
of deep public interest, and should be in­
vestigated with a view to the pa-ssge of 
legislation to prevent the- recurrence of 
events which all must regret. He should 
rather have seen an inquiry into the abstract 
subject, his own opinion being that it would 
have been better to inquire into the rela­
tions of capital and labor generally, particu­
larly with respect to coal mines. However, 
it might be as well that the resolution 
should pass—the inquiry might leady up to j 
something practical. He congratulated the j 
member on having introduced the subject 1 
so moderately and, though in a form which 
did not exactly commend itself to him, the 
Government would allow the resolution to 
pass in the hope that practical good would 
lie the result.,

Mr. Pooley said the resolution was 
aimed at a private company, and, in intro­
ducing the motion, the mover had made 
some very strong remarks against the 
Messrs. Dunsmuir. He described the im­
pressions made upon him by his visit to the 
place, and the intimidation which had beqn 
exercised towards the men who worked dur­
ing the strike. He referred to the proces­
sions of miners and the carrying on a scaf­
fold of the representation of a “ blackleg,” 
declaring that the militia had arrived just 
in time to prevent violence. He denied 
that there had been those hardships which 
the member for Nanaimo had described, 
and objected strongly to the resolution 
being directed mainly against one company, 
instead of being an inquiry generally into 
the conditions of labor and capital in the 
province. He did not think tnc motion 
was in order.

Mr. Brown spoke of the law-abiding 
character of. the miners during the last two 
strikes, and said he had been assured that 
there had been no necessity for sending 
troops to Wellington. The leaders of the 
miners had all along striven to maintain 
peace, and the member for Nanaimo had, in 
his opinion, been perfectly in order, when 
he said there had been no disorder.

The Speaker said that under the Coal 
Mine Regulation Act, this motion was per­
fectly in order, the act manifesting quite a

Eternal regard for the miners. It would 
ve been better had the scope of the en-

, quiry been made wider and broader; never- 
! theless, the motion was perfectly in order.

Mu. Mackenzie testified to the peace­
able character of the miners, and everything, 
he said, showed that their opponents had a 
very poor cause. He spoke of the treat­
ment of the miners as having been a perse­
cution throughout, everything in connection 
with the ti ial h iving been done to secure a 
conviction through thick and thin.

Mr. Booth contended that the scope of 
the resolution should be widened, it being 
impossible to get anything like a satisfac­
tory result by confining the investigation to 
one incident. No one could tell what might 
have happened had not the troops been sent. 
A large body of excited men might have 
taken almoet any action, which the least 
thing might have precipitated.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he was glad the 
motion had been ruled to be in order. The 
inquiry would, he was sure, be productive 
of interest and of good. It would show 
that at the time ,the force was sent there 
was reasonable ground for expecting 
danger. The Attorney - General re­
viewed the circumstances at length 
saying that he believed that the miners had 
no intention to break the peace, but every 
one knew that a word not .intended, or a 
blow1, might have led toabloodshed, perhaps, 
to death. He entered at length into the 
circumstances, insisting that the Provincial 
Government had nothing to do with the 
sending up of the troops, and justifying the 
proceedings which had been taken before 
the courts. He declared that to-day com­
plaints had been received that non-union 
miners were not safe in Nanaimo, and that 
they were jostled and insulted on the 
streets, while over seventy miners had, at 
the time, protested against the removal of 
the troops. He spoke of trials before the 
oourts at Nanaimo, when certain witnesses 
had been insulted in the streets. He trusted 
the committee would also inquire into this 
aspect of the case, as if non-union men 
were not safe at Nanaimo, it might be 
necessary to take further steps for the pub­
lic protection. r
,1.AteL\[e’T r'm,rk« 'rom Mr. Hull, who

fXt d^Ltn," *“ "° neCe"ity ,0r
Mr. Keith said that he took one aide of 

“nd. th= Attorney-General the 
other, both Bides being entitled to be heard.

Md *™PI«queation at the time of 
thS.rtpi“ wee the hour» of labor 

The resolution wee adopted.

*
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being ordered homes, by order j
of Judg® Harrison. There was a great
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THE MUIR CASE.

Mr. Mackenzie moved that a Select com­
mittee, composed of Messrs. Milne, Brown, 
Cotton, Baker and the mover, be appointed 
for the purpose of enquiring into all the cir­
cumstances connected with the refusal of 

i the Board of Examiners for 1890 to grant a 
certificate of qualification to teach in the 
Public schools to J. N. Muir, or to any 
other teacher applying for a certificate, . on 
grounds other than a qualifying examina­
tion, with power to call for persons, papers 
and the documents bearing on the subject, 
and to examine witnesses^ in connection 
therewith, and to report to this House.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that he opposed 
the motion on several grounds. First, there 
was, at the present time, no Board for the 
examination of teachers in existence. The 
duties of the Examining Boards closed 
with the completion of their work and the 
handing in of their reports." . As the board 
was appointed every year' for the time .be­
ing, there was now no board to call to ac­
count. But to take a broader view of the 
case, it was highly improper that a board, 
constituted as this was, should l>e called to 
account for plucking one teacher and pass­
ing another. Were this course to be always 
followed many gentlemen would most as­
suredly object to being called to the posi­
tion of examiner.

j Mr. McKenzie said the reason why Mr. 
j Muir hod been refused a certificate was a 
I political one.
1 Hon. Mr, Robson—Mr, Ladner’s certi- 
I cate to the report presented last session 
took away from it all political significance.

! There could be no doubt that the examiners 
had made their inquiry and report
to the best of tneir conscience 
and belief. It was a great slur 
to make the insinuations which had been 
cast to-day, It had been stated that Mr. 
Muir was possessed of a certificate as to his 
personal character and qualification, but he 
(Mr. Robson) was in a position to say that 
that certificate had been practically annulled 
had been more than taken back, before the 
time came for issuing the certificates. This 
was because on moral and other grounds he 
considered Mr. Muir to be utterly unfitted. 
To refer to the report made last year by a 
committee of the House, they had reported 
that the department had l>een justified in 
decapitating Mr, Muir, indeed, that they 
should have done so long ago. In view of 
all the facts, he asked the House to vote 
down the motion.

Mr. Skmlin admitted that the board 
might have ceased to exist, but the griev­
ance still continued. So long as the wrong 
existed the ground for an inquiry existed. 
He knew nothing of the applicant’s char­
acter, but had heard reflections upon his 
action with respect to the Board of Educa­
tion. The whole amount of his offending 
was that he could not agree with the Board 
of Education. Mr. Muir had occupied high 
positions under the Board of Education, but 
the moment he disagreed with the man­
dates of the dppartir.ent then it was said 
that he was unfitted and incompetent.

Hon. Mr. Davie reviewed the case, say­
ing that he did not think Mr. Muir had de­
sired to have a certificate. He was an 
erratic man, who liked to create trouble, and ' 
might, had he chosen, have made much t 
more money by the practice of the law than j 
at teaching. It was not the present Board j 
of Examiners, the Government or the ! 
Superintendent of Education alone with j 
whom Mr. Muir had had difficulties, but 
his case was the same with every governing 
body with which he had had to deal. He 
was naturally insubordinate, and any board 
of examiners would be doing wrong to grant 
him a certificate.

Hon. Mr. Heaven said that the Provin­
cial Secretary ought to have nothing to fear 
from an investigation. He went over the 
case in considerable detail, and concluded 
by saying that the Premier ought to be glad 
to have the inquiry. He contended that in 
every way Mr. Muir was a qualified teacher, 
while his character had never been attacked 
until the remarks of the Premier to-day.

Mr. Grant deçlared that Mr. Muir had 
letters from sèveral schools expressing the 

j utmost satisfaction with him as a teacher.
1 These were before the committee, but he 
did not find' them in the report. All that 
there was against Mr. Muir had been that 
he had been unable to agree with the De­
partment. It was true that he had found 
more fault with the Depai tment than any 
other teacher, having, in fact, sufficient 
moral courage to talk himself out of the De­
partment.

Mr. Croft, who had been secretary of 
the committee on Mr. Muir’s case, denied 
that any letters, such as had been referred 
to, had been submitted to the committee. 
He cited the report on that case as proof of 
his pretension.

Mr. Grant said he had on the authority 
of a member of that committee the assur­
ance that the letters referred to had been 
produced.

Mr. Skmlin declared that such letters 
had been before the committee, one of them 
havmg been from Mr. Lindley, of Lulu Is-

Mr. Croft—Why did not the member 
say that those letters had been left out of 
the minority report ?

Mb. Sbmlin said he had not looked 
through the printed report until this eveu-

floN Mr/Turner contended that the 
gentleman on the other side had endeavored 
to drag the discussion away from the origi­
nal resolution, which only referred to the 
Board of Examiners, whereas it had been 
made the means of unwarranted attacks up­
on the Government.

Mb. Booth objected to the wideness 
which the discussion had taken.

Dr. Milne was not inclined to think that 
the examiners looked at the subject from a 
political point of view, but he objected to 
the possibility of 'Certificates being can­
celled without consultation with the school 
Trustees. It Was true that Mr. Muir had 
opposed tthe Government, and it looked as 
if he had been punished for this, and in ad­
dition, injorder to impress teachers with the 
fact that they were under the thumb of the 
Government.

Mb. Brown on principle liked to vote for 
investigations os he did npt wish to stifle 
inquiry ; but on this occasion the House 
was not being dealt fairly with. This 
resolution did not declare that Mr. Muir had 

Jifid been done, 
sure that the

apable ot doing 
justice to any one. He did not seehow" the House could pass

. —- —1 Ae resolution.
It would not be doing a fair, graceful or 
proper thing to adopt a resolution to say 
that the Board of School Examiners should 
be placed upon their trial for something 
which was only inferred.

$ply from Mr. Mackenzie, who 
nat if there was no investigation 

a spirit of par- 
e callei’ *

After a rei
no investigation 

the House would manifest a spirit of par­
tiality, the members were called in and 
the resolution lost by a vote of nays 20 ; 
ayes 8.

The ayes were Messrs. Beaven, Milne, 
Mackenzie, Semlin, Grant, Forster, Keith, 
and Kellie.

Hon. Mr. Robson read a message from 
His Honor transmitting a bill entitled “ An 
Act Respecting the Public Schools,’’ upon 
which he moved that the House go into 
Committee to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Beaven submitted that the 
committee should not sit until a later date. 
The bill was a long and important one.

Hon. Mr. Robson agreed that the House 
would go into committee on the bill on 
Wednesday.

Mr. Sword moved for returns showing : 
The acreage, ownership and situation of all 
lands assessed for wild land tax where the 
acreage in any individual assessment ex­
ceeds 500 acres; The acreage, ownership, 
and situation of all, lands (not bein& the pro­
perty of the Crown) exempted from taxation, 
and the reasons for such cxemptipn ; What 
timber lands under lease are assessed, the 
holders of same, and valuation; What tim­
ber lands under lease are assessed, the hold­
ers of same, and valuation; All existing 
timber leases, the holders, situation of lim­
its, terms, and how far these terms have 
been complied with.

The House adjourned at six o’clock.
NOTICE OP MOTION.

Col. Baker—For a request to the Domi­
nion Government for a patrol of Mounted 
Police to be sent during the spring from 
Fort Macleod to Fort Steele in the Upper 
Kootenay Valley, to patrol the country 

i between Fort Steele and the boundary, in 
• view of the warlike actions of the Indians 
I across the border. 9

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

First Sjsslon of ihe 8lnh lari lament.

FIFTEENTH DAY.
After prayeis by Rev. C. Watson,
Mr. Keith presented a petition asking 

for incorporation for the Nelson and Ford 
Mountain Tramway company and the Nel-j 
b(.n Telephone company.

Mb. Brown introduced a bill to prohibit 
the sale or gift of tobacco to miners in cer­
tain cases. k

2thb railway bill.
Mr. Sword moved the second reading 

of his bill to amend the railway bill. The 
bill adds to Section 30 of the British Co­
lumbia railway act of 1890 the following 
section: Section 8: “Notwithstanding
anything contained in the preceding sub­
section, or any other portion of this act, 
the company shall be liable for all dam­
ages done to stock of any description stray­
ing on any part of their right of way, ex­
cept highway crossings, unless they prove 
that such dantftge has been caused by the 
culpable negligence of the owner; and it 
shall not be imputed to the owner as cul­
pable neglect that such stock may have got 
on to the right of way directly from land 
not in his occupancy.”

Mr. Hunter did not think the amend­
ment fair to the railways. There were 
cases in which cattle strayed ten miles from 
home, and then got on the line. No one 
knew to whom they belonged, and it was 
in no way just to hold railroads responsible 
when the proper safeguards were provided. 
In the Dominion act there were strict pro­
visions for farmers’ gates, to be put up by 
the railways but kept closed by the farmers. 
The B. C. act was fair to the public and to 
the companies, and on that account he 
should oppose the present amendment.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that this Parlia­
ment had a perfect right to deal with this 
question, it being peculiarly within its 
province. But if the House had power to 
deal with fencing, its operations should not 
be confined to railways chartered by itself.

Col. Baker thought the Railway bill of 
last session met all the requirements of the 
case.

The debate was, on motion, adjourned.
the libel law.

Mr. Beaven moved the second reading 
of his Libel bill. The great difficulty that 
he found with the Ontario Libel bill was, he 
said, that it was so framed as 
to tie difficult to understand. He 
protested against the absurdity of 
a law assuming that libel was malicious, 
He had proved this Bill on the Ontario 
stat ute, all of whose provisions it contain­
ed. It supplied several sections which 
the A rtorney-General had left out of his 
measure.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there was no use 
for this Bill, members could if they chose 
add the clauses, which the leader of the 
Opposition had taken out of the Ontario 
Act, and which he had omitted. One of 
these points was, that reports of public 
meetings were privileged, but with this he 
could not agree because it enabled an un­
scrupulous man to slander hie neighbors or 
oimonents vicariously, through the publica- 

e papers of slanderous atatétm
which he made on a public platform. He 
characterized some of the editorial remarks 
in the newspapers as written without a

Êroper understanding of this subject. In 
ingland, newspapers did not complain of 

the libel law, and the reason of this war, 
that they attacked measures, not men : but 
throughout this province and he made an 
exception of no paper, they maliciously 
attacked men’s characters, instead of at­
tacking men in connection with their acts 
ançl measures. Failing ability to attack 
measures, they attacked men maliciously, 
and, on this account alone, they complained 
of the libel laws. He saw no reason for 
sending both these Bills to committee, in 
view of the Bill which he had introduced.

Mr. Semun said that if members pre­
ferred the Ontario Act they would vote for 
the second reading of this Bill, when the 
two measures would be before the members 
for action.

Mr. Brown believed that the thing t£ do 
was to pass the Bill to committee, inasmuch 
as it contained the wholf^ntario law, and, 
if the members thought it too long, they 
might shorten it, or, if the Actornev- 
General’s Bill was too short, they might 
lengthen it. He took exception to the re­
marks of the Attorney-General on the sub­
ject of libels in England, and went 
on to point out the necessity that 
existed for newspapers to publish reports of 
public meetings, saying that it would be 
utterly wrong to punish papers for their re 
ports, particularly since it was almost im­
possible to say anything in a paper that 
might not be construed into a libel. He did 
did not see that the clause covering public 
meetings went at all too far. Indeed, if the 
newspapers were shown that the Legislature 
was prepared to treat them fairly, it would ! 

| have a good effects
Hon. Mr. Robson did uot see the neces- 

! aity of sending this bill to committee, since 
it would be perfectly competent for anyone 
to import into the Attorney General’s bill 
any amendments from this or any other 
source which might commend themselves. 
He was bound to say that the general rule 
was that newspapers attacked personal 
characters rather than measures. Far from 
complaining, lie recognized the abuse 
to which he had been subjected 
aB having lieen important factors in his 
career. The oftener and more elaborately 
he had been abused in some papers the better 
satisfied he was. Indeed, when he did not 
find attacks there he scarcely felt happy, 
and so far as taking action forlibel was con­
cerned there had hardly passed a week 
during the last eight or ten years in which 
he had not had good grounds for action; but 
the one action for libel he had instituted 
had lieen, not for himself, but because he 
deemed it due to his colleagues in the 
cabinet. As to reports of public meetings 
the public were entitled* to protection, and 
no newspaper had the right to be the 
vehicle for disseminating caluminies. Indeed, 
the rights of the people ought to be more 
vigorously safe-guarded than in this bill, as 
any hoift^t-v.pewspaper would hesitate to 
publish statements which it felt con­
vinced jvoultk do injury. It could 
not possibly Be—pleaded jthat the 
Dublicatum of slanderous and defamatory 
language \as in the public interest. There 
was far tooVreat a tendency to dabble in 
filth of this kind, and no straightforward 
newspaper man would object to anything 
that would tend'to elevate the tone of the 
press of British Columbia. He should cer­
tainly vote against sèmjing this bill into 
committee, and when thebrtt-of the Attor­
ney-General was in committee he should do 
his best to carry out the objects which he 
had indicated in his remarks.

Mr. Grant was convinced that the press 
was entitled to more protection than it had 
at the present time. The Attorney-Gen­
eral’s bill, he was convinced, did not go 
far enough in that direction. The leader of 
the Opposition had closely followed the On­
tario Act, but the Attorney-General’s bill 
had left out very important provisions. The 
leader of the Opposition^ bill would 
require less mending than the other and 
therefore should not be thrown out. If a 
bill was complete in every particular then 
why substitute for it one which was not?
The principle of the bill of the leader of the 
Opposition worked well in Ontario, why 
should not the same be the case here ? He 
said that the press should have the widest 
latitude, but if it made mistakes and did 
not correct or apologize let it take the con­
sequences. In small communities, where 
the newspaper staffs were small, papers 
were entitled to a great deal of considera­
tion. He sympathized with them because 
he knew what tney had to contend with.

Mr. Booth said that in too many cases al­
ready the law was too strict.

Mr. Cotton asked members to vote for 
this bill. He had had communications with 
all the newspaper men in this Province who 
desired to be placed on the same 
footing as those of Ontario. No 
newspaper man wanted what was 
not fair or asked for undue license 
The Bill having worked well in Ontario, it 
was not asking too much that it might be 
made to apply here. He could not see that 
any newspaper strengthened its position by 
calling nicknames, but they would not be 
prevented by any Bill. As this Bill was 
now before the House, and contained the 
greater number of satisfactory clauses, he 
asked that it might go to committee.

Mr. Keith reminded the Attorney- 
General that he had himself spoken in fa­
vor of the Ontario Bill. This Bill con­
tained, more of the provisions of that mea­
sure. Therefore, let it go to committee, 
and both Bills be dealt with there together.

The motion for the second reading was 
lost on a vote of 17 to 13.

division list.
Ayes—Semlin, Grant, McKenzie, Sword,

; Kitchen, Cotton, Millie, Beaven, Brown,
! Forster, Keith, Stoddart, Booth—13.

Nays—Horne, Smith, Baker, Robson, 
Davie,Vernon, Eberts, Hall, Nason, Pooley, 
Turner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, 
Anderson, Fletcher—17.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Davie the House 
went into committee on Mr. Davie’s libel 
bill, Mr. Keith in the chair.

The Committee rose and reported the bill 
with amendments,

Mr. Davie remarking that the law was 
much the same now as it was before this 
bill was passed.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a message 
from His Honor the Lieut.-Governor en­
closing an act to amend an act providing 
for the collection of taxes on persons.

The bill was ordered to be committed to­
morrow.

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented the report 
of the Department of Lands and Works.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a state­
ment of special warrants issued in 1890.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Davie the report 
of committee on the Shuswap Railway 
Guarantee Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

Mr. Martin presented the report of 
Standing Orders and Private Bills, report­
ing two bills.

| The House adjourned at 5:46.

NOTICES Ot MOTION.
By Mr. Kellie—on Monday :—That 

whereas the owners, resident in the Koote­
nay District, have expressed themselves 
grievously dissatisfied with the effect of cer­
tain of the provisions in the Railway Act, 
1890 ; a respectful address be presented to 
the Lieutenant• Governor, praying him to 
take such steps as may be necessary for the 
speedy removal of such grounds of com­
plaint.

Hon. Mr. Davie—on Thursday—To ask 
leave to introduce a bill, entitled “ An Act 
to amend the Summary Convictions Act,

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. j 

P.v6t Site on of the Sixth Parliament.

FIFTEENTH DAY.
February mj, j 

After prayers by Rev. C. Wats'
Mr. Brown presented a petiti An from the 

Women’s Christian Temperance t Union, ask 
ing for the prohibition of 
•igarettes to minors.

Mr. M artin presented f „„ «port „f the 
Committee on Private B j|, an(j Standing 
Orders, recommending the sospenaion of 
Ibe Standiog Orders, r à regard to private 
bills, until the 26th in 

Rule 77 having ber jn suspended,
Mr. Kitchen moved to reduce the 

quorum of the cp mmittee on the Munici­
palities Act from four to three. Tabled.

Col. Baker moved : “ That whereas 
eonsiderable '.«xcitement is created, in the 
minds of the Upper Kootenay Indians by 
the warlike action taken by the Indians 
across the boundary ; and whereas such ex- 
eitement is likely to lead to trouble if it is 
not allayed ; therefore be it enacted, that a 
respectful address be presented to the 
Lieut. Governor, praying him to move the 
Dominion Government to cause a patrol of 
mounted police to be sent, during the com­
ing spring, from Fort McLeod to Fort 
Steele in the Upper Kootenay Valley, there 
*> patrol the country between Fort Steele , 
and the boundary.” He said he made the 
motion on the principle that prevention was I 
better than os re. The Canadian Kootenay j 
Indians were quiet, but a por- j 
lion qf the tribe to the south 

boundary were not. He 
described the action which had been ne­
cessitated in connection with the Indians 
several Xeare ago, when the mounted police 
had been sent up, and urged that on the 
occasion of the existing disquiet some ac­
tion was necessary.

Hon. Mr. Robson said there could be no 
objection to the motion, and it was to be 
hoped that the object which was contem­
plated would be obtained.

The motion wvs adopted.
SUNDAY OBSERVANCE.

Dr. Milne moved the second reading of 
the Sunday Observance bill. It was, he 
said, based on the law of Ontario. He ex­
plained its provisions at considerable length, 
after which

Hon. Mr. Davie said he should not give 
a silent vote on this subject, nor should he 
vote in fa-or of the second reading of the 
bill. He believed in freedom, and that a 
man, eo long as he did not infringe on the 
rights of hie neighbors, was free to act as he 
thought fit, the responsibility resting be­
tween him and his maker. He did not 
believe in such legislation as this. The in­
ference from the third clause, which set 
forth the acts which were prohibited on 
Sunday, was that the acts bad as they 
were, might he committed six days out of 
the seven. Moreover, such acts were dealt 
with by local regulations in a far mere 
< ffective manner than under the proposed 
Act. Then as to the games and pursuits 
prohibited, there were far worse" matters 
that were not dealt with, which were more 
improper than those mentioned. In a very 
skilful and humorous manner, the Attorney 
General showed up the peculiarities of the 
Bill, adding that, singular to say, the Bill 
provided for the payment of informers. 
This Bill discriminated against the magis­
trates, who instead of being allowed to shut 
up shop on < he Lord’s Day, were bound to 
dispose of cases brought before them, even 
though it were on the Lord’s Day. lie 
regarded this as a retrograde, rather than a 
progressive measure. .

Col. Baker referred to the fact of Rev. 
Charles Kingsley associating with young 
men in the innocent game of cricket on the 
afternoon of the Lord’s Day, by means of 
which he was enabled to get them to church 
in the evening. He sympathized with the 
remarks of the Attorney General, and ob­
served that, even in England, Certain art­
icles were allowed to be sold on the Lord’s 
Day, out of church hours. He should not 
Tote against the second reading of the Bill, 
m there were some clauses in it which might 
be amended and beneficially retained, but 

, there were others that were entirely wrong, 
f Mb. Brown said he believed that a cer­

tain old book meant what it said, and he 
was sufficiently old-fashioned to believe that 
it insisted upon the observance of the Sab­
bath, and he had, therefore, been surprised 
to hear the Attorney-General denounce 
Sabbath legislation. In so far as concerned 
private individual», their actions at their 
nomgs were for "their own “ regulation, 
but, this being a Christian country, 
we had no right to sanction the 
opening of stores or such practices as offend - 
ea our neighbors. The broad question was 
whether it was not time that we had an act 
cf this kind in order to prevent practices 
v hich were a nuisance and annoyance to 
other people. 'I he Attpmey general had 
endeavored to cast ridicule on the bill, and 
therefoi e he objected to what he had said. 
He went even farther than the bill, and said 
that if it were not proper to keep their 
stores open on Sunday, it should not be 
proper to run trains or transfiiit Her Maj­
esty’s mails. All over the continent the 
demand for seven day’s labor was being 
made, and it was being endeavored to take 
away the seventh day's rest He referred 
t-> the possibility of all this leading up to 
the employment of seven days’ labor for six 
dxys’ pay. There were hundred of thou­
sands of men on the continent who had only 
the seventh day’s rest between uninterrupt­
ed, grinding toil, and if we did away w.th 
the sancity of the Sabbath, we were acting 
b* the direction of taking away that little 

|-wyeiith^ dsy’e oasis m the desert of labor. ,



Mr. Sword hoped ' to, see the bill very 
much amended before it was passed, as he 
considered it to be jn the interest of the 
laboring classes.

Hon. Mr. Robson considered the present 
Sunday law, in force in one part of the pro 
vince, not what was desirable. The pre­
sent bill was entitled to more favorable con 
sidération than its predecessor this session. 
The Bible was the foundation stone upon 
which the British nation rested, and British 
Columbia, a portion of the créât Empire, 
would do well to enact a thorough and 
workable Sunday law. The question could 
be discussed on secular grounds alone. The 
Sunday was meant for man, a day for re­
laxation and rest. This one day whs agreed 
upon, and it was right and proper, there 
fo-e, to legiilate to control the observance of 
this public day of rest. In order to make tht 
Sunday what it was meant to be, hubinest 
would of necessity have to be universal!) 
suspended. The merchant or saloon keepei 
who kept his place of busineus opened 01 
the day of common rebt, jwas tret-passim 
on the rights of his neighbors. In order t 
be fair, then, one day hud to be coinu.ouiy 
observed. Lookiig at the question fron. 
the standpoint of religion, no one would tax 
that a man had a right to do as he chose oï 
the Sabbath. The great nations of the 
world were those which observ ed the Sab 
bath; the observance of the diy was th 
bul « ark of the work ing man. He admit et 
that the bill before the house had its lauit- 
but it had also its v-rtues, and he felt bount 
tos ipjwrt i s second read ng.

Hon. Mr. Pooley did not favor this clas 
of legislation. A man’s consuiei ce shout- 
be his guide, in directing hie. how to ol> 
*crre the Sunday, Ho one should lecia-, 

'late in wgard to a man’s actions; he was a 
free agrnt. The Premier had said that it 
was a-standing disgrace to British Colum­
bia that she had no Sunday Observance law 
on her statute book; he "(Hon. Mr. Poolev) 
took an entirely opposite view. He bad 

! lived 28 years in British Columbia, and the 
country was as orderly and the people as 
sober, iuduhtrious and well behaved, now, 
as a quarter of a century ago. They did 
not rtquire a law, such as was proposed, to 
compel them to adopt a certain line of ac­
tion. If people did not want to see 
cricket, football or baseball played 
on Sunday, they need not frequent 
the grounds where such games were in prog­
ress. He had never teen such games played 
on Sunday, but if they were indulged in, it 
was the way chosen by the players to enjoy 
their day of recreation. They did not say 
to the church goers that they should not go 
to church, and then enjoy a walk after; no 
more right had the churchmen to say to 
those who differed from them in opinion, 
that they should not enjoy their day of rest 
as suited them best. He believed m going 
to church; considered it to be a duty, but 
was not prepared to say to his neighbor, 
“You shall do as I do, and you shall be­
lieve as I be ieve.”

Mr. Rogers considered that legislation 
could not improve morals, and British Col­
umbia did not need such a measure as the 
one before the House. There had not been 
a criminal case in his district for ten 
years past, and this spoke volumes for 
the morality of the people.

Mr. Smith disapproved of the bill, it 
was not needed. He also opposed the prin­
ciple of offering a bonus to informers.

Mr. Martin, while believing in men go­
ing to church on Sunday, and the saloons 
closing during church hours, thought that 
the bill now under consideration, if passed, 
would take from the laboring man his one 
day of freedom ana recreation. 
He had heard a clergyman up country 
advise the young men of hie congregation, 
not to go to the saloon after service, but to 
enjoy a game of football—and that clergy­
man had himself joined in the game, and he 
(Mr. Martin) honored him for it. The 
House might legislate people into the 
churches, but they could not make them 
pray.

Mr. Booth favored the principle of the 
bill, and endorsed the remarks of Mr. 
Brown and Hon Mr. Robaon.

Mb. Forstkr considered the bill a force 
bill, and was therefore opposed to it. A man 
could be a gentleman and a worthy citizen 
and yet enjoy bis Sunday as a day of recre­
ation. The essence of the Cbristion religion 
was toleration, and it ivas the carrying out 
of this principle that made England great.
If Sunday steamboats were stopped, Sunday 
street cars, hacks and railway trains would 
have to stop, too. This meant that the 
poor man could not enjoy the pleasures of 
holidaying, left open to the wealthy.

Mr Croft thought the bill was against 
the workingman. The hon. leader of the 
government had said that England’s great­
ness arose from her respect for the Bible, 
and her observance of the Lord’# Day ; any 
ordinary ol«erver wouldseethat as England’s 
greatness increased, her Sunday laws were 
relaxed, and the art galleries, studios and 
museums were opened for the benefit of the 
laboring men. By leaving the crowded 
cities and going oat into the green fields, 
men were brought nearer to their Maker.

Mr Keith spoke at length on the bill, 
which he characterized as narrow in the 
extreme. It was by the Sunday excursions 
that the poor man enjoyed hie day of rest and 
recreation : and in Great Britain more Sun­
day excursions would be found on one 
Sunday than could be in British Columbia 
in, a year. He thought the enactment of ! 
such a tow would be most unjust to the | 
miner, who spent bis working week under- ! 
ground, shut out from the sunlight and 
pure air. The sooner the public libraries, 
art galleries and museums were thrown 
open on Sundays the better for the people.

Hon. Mr Turner considered that the 
section in regard to Sunday excursions was 
unjust to the working men ; he endorsed 
Mr. Keith’s lemarks in regard to Sunday 
excursions in the old country. There were 
very many things in the bill to which he 
disapproved, as they interfered with the 
freedom of the subject, but there were 
good things in it, too, and he would, 
therefdre, support the second reading, 
hoping to see many amendments made in 
committee.

Mr Horne did not see the necessity for 
placing such a law on the Statute Books ;, 
the question was, very generally one for 
municipal legislation. He intended to vote 
♦gainst the second reading.

Mr. Cotton would vote for the second 
reading, hoping tc see many necessary 
amendments made in committee.

Mr. Grant regarded the Bill as the tail 
end of the blue laws of Connecticut, and 
was thoroughly opposed to it. Freedom of 
action was the heritage of every Briton, 
and the passage of such a measure tvould be 
very disastrous to a young province like 
ours, especially to the mining community. 
Sunday excursions were a great 
boon to the working men and 
should be encouraged, not suppressed. 
People and their ideas were constantly 
changing; the religion of 20 years ago would 
he rega-ded hs unbearably illiberal to day. 
Even if British Columbia had no Sabbath 
obserx’ance law, no other province in the 
Donrni-.n could be pointed to as better or­
dered, or producing fewer criminals. Mod- 
era-ion amt tolerat on were requited in di­
recting the fortunes of a rising young coun­
try, and if the blue laws of o.den dnys were 
to come iu here, there were many like him­
self who were rea ly to pack up and leave 
for a more liberal land. The present bill 
mule a point of stating that no political 
meet ngs should be held on Sundays; he 
hoped this would, if the bill should be 
pas-ed, prevent certain parsons holding 
little political caucusses after their sermons. 
(Laughter.) If “tippling” and the other of­
fenses enumerated were wrong for 
a Sunday, were they not wrong 
for any of the other six days 
of the week? Wrong was wrong, 
equally so on any day of the seven. Many 
of the offences in the list were already pun­
ishable by law ; then why particularize 
them iu an act of this nature ? If the Sun­
day was made tor man, man should enjoy 
it in the way most beneficial and most 
pleasing to him.

Mr Hunter thought there was a neces­
sity for a Sunday bill in British Columbia. 
He would not be afraid to go in for the 
whole bill, aa beneficial for the province. 
If legialation did not make people better 
and happier, what was dhe use of legisla­
tion? In formera would -not profit if this 
bill was passed, should the people respect 
and obey the law.

Hon. Mr Bkaven, while admitting that 
the bill had faults, was of the opinion that 
the defeat of its second reading would be to

S renounce against the proper observance of 
unday in British Columbia. He thought 

that the observance of the Suiiday could be 
greatly improved by shortening the hours

Col. Baker, having reconsidered his 
decision, announced that he felt bound to 
oppose the second reading.

Mr Nason referred to the effect, in his 
district, of the passage of such a measure as 
the one before the House He felt bound 
to record his vote against the second read-

Hok. Mr. Vernon opposed the bill, and 
briefly reviewed his reasons for so doing. 
The bill did not meet the circumstances of 
the country.

Mr. Anderson approved of the principle 
of the Bill, and would support the second 
reading. He hoped, however, to see manÿ 
necessary amendments made. in commit­
tee.

Mr Ebf.rts would vote against the 
seaond reading of this bill, for the same 
reasons which he advanced when the pre­
vious bill was under discussion. If munici­
palities, which were principally concerned, 
lid not deem it recessary to pass by-laws 

dealing with the Sunday question, the 
blame did not rest upon the legislature.

Mr Semlin, while admitting that the 
bill was far from perfect, would vote for 
the second reading.

Mr. Mackenzie was in favor of having a 
•Sunday tow on the Statute book, and 
w*mld support the second reading of the

On a division the second reading was

Yeas—Robson, Turner, Hunter, Stod- 
dart. Booth, Anderson, Brown, Kellie, Cot­
ton, Sword, McKenzie, Beaven, Milne, 
Semlin.—14.

-Nays—Poolcy, Davie, Vernon, Martin, 
Eberts, Croft, Rogers, Fletcher, Nason,' 
Biker, Keith, Forster, Smith, Horne, 
Grant and Kitchen.—16^

VANCOUVER WATER WORKS.

Mr Martin introduced a bill to amend 
the Vancouver Water Works Act. Read a 
first time, and referred to the private bills 
committee.

Mr Hunter, rising to a question of 
privilege, said that there are no less than 
^0 railway bills now before the House. It 
was impossible for any member to legislate 
intelligently, unless a general irihp was pro­
vided with all the prospective railways 
marked thereon.

Hon. Mr Davie called attention to the 
fact that that the order paper contained the 
notices for the second reading of two libel 
bills, both of which had been discussed and 
debated. There was no necessity for these 
-dead issues encumbering the order paper. 

The House adjourneefat 5:50 
notice of motion.

By Mr. Pooley— To «move to strike out 
see. 9, on consideration of the report of the 
Libel Bul, No. 17.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Fiist Belli m of the Sixth Parliament.

SIXTEENTH DAY.
February 12, 1891.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
After prayers by Rev. C. Watson,
A petition was presented by Mr. Keith, 

of the Nanaimo Electric I ramway Co.
Col. Baker presented the following re­

port of the
railway committee.

The Standing Committee on Railways 
respectfully recommend to the House that 
before any of the present Private Railway 
bills before the House are taken into con- 
sideiation the Government be requested to 
consider the advisability of amending the 
present Railway act by introducing a clause 
which will provide that the right of eminent 
domain, upon special conditji ns, but with­
out the necessity for a special charter, be 
granted as a right to applicants for rail-

KEW BILLS.

Mr Cotton—To incorporate the Burrard 
Inlet Railway and Ferry company.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Robson the Hfuse 
went into committee on the message of His 
Honor the Lieut-Governor with 

THE SCHOOL BILL.
After a long discussion as to the proper 
stage at which the bill should be discussed 
on its merits, the bill was reported by the 
Committee and read a first time ; second 
reading Monday.

Mr Cotton asked that the second read­
ing he delayed a.little longer.

Hon. Mr Robson replied that there was 
no undue desire to push this Bill through, 
and on Monday if necessary, further time 
would be allowed.

Mr Cotton said he bad reason to believe 
that a number of members would not be 
here on Monday, and they desired to have 
communication with thetr respective School 
Boards on the subject of this Bill. If 
further time were given it would afford the 
differ ent School Boards the opportunity of 
considering the matter.

Mr. Brown said that unless they travel­
led on Sunday, members who went to the 
Westminster Southern Railroad celebration 
conld not be back here for Monday’s session. 
He thought the principle of toleration 
should be allowed. Moreover, postal com­
munications on Monday were always some­
what unsatisfactory.

The second reading was fixed for Tuesday, 
the Premier remarking that members could 
readily get hack on Saturday night, never­
theless he was ready to give them every 
facility to consult with those whom they re­
presented.

REVENUE TAX BILL.

On motion of Hon. Mr Turner, the 
message of the Lieut.-Governor with the 
Provincial Revenue Tax Bill, to provide for 
levying a tax on persons, was considered in 
committee, Mr. Forster in the chair, and 
the Bill founded upon it introduced and 
read a first time as “the Revenue Tax 
BilL” The object was explained to be to 
hand over the personal taxes to the corpora­
tions of Victoria, Vancouver, New VVest- 
minster and Nanaimo.

The House again went into committee, 
Mr. Mackenzie in the chair, on the message 
of the Lieut. -Governor, accompanied by 

JHE ASSESSMENT BILL.

Mb. Semlix to th„= ><1«» of re
licving the Cuiadian , lcl6c Railway from 
taxation. This, he «lid, WM mo,t mjtut 
to the stock-raisers, whose (arrests l,a'l 
ta, , kv— ■••««I* - » » i * al nresence °$en very iua*v,u prejuuiceu oy me * i<rge 
of the railway. He complained of the .. _ 
number of animals which had been killed on I 
the track without any indemnification to j 
their owners. He denied that it was pos- j 
aible, as was proposed in this instance, j 
to apply here the laws of Ontario. He j 
referred to the neglect of the company j 
to fence their track properly, and deelared ; 
it whs impossible for stockholders to fence, 
the land, because it was not their property 
and they could not purchase it, as they had 
been time and time again informed by the 
Dominion authorities. As to the claims of 
the stock-raisers for damages the law was 
always in favor of the railroad. The pro­
vince, he considered, had one lever with 
which to protect the settlers in their rights. 
Let them say to the C.P.R. Co. when they 
asked the Government to do justice to 
them : “You do justice to the settlers 
and then we’ll do justly by you.” The 
C. P. R said they were much overcharged 
in their taxes. Let them put up their 
fences and then they might approach the 
Provincial Government with elf an hands. 
Let, he said, the railway clauses be taken 
out of the present bill, and so far as the 
railway was concerned, let the Government 
retain their present attitude.

Hon. Mr. Dame said this was not the 
time to take up this question. The member 
for New Westminster had some days since 
brought in legislation in the direction indi­
cated by the last speaker, when he (Mr. 
Davie) had informed the member, that the 
Government would give it consideration, 
and it was mo-t probable that before the 
House prorogued the ueceaaoiy legislation 
might be expected. The proper course was 
first to make the law and then make the C. 
P. R. act up to it. The matter had to be 
dealt with as a whole. The Government 
was desirous, of collecting something from 
the C. P. R. Co., and have the taxation 
placed on a proper basis. In the past the C. 
P. K. asse sment had been a matter of 
arrangement, and the Provincial legislation 
on the subject hod consequently been likely 
to be disallowed. If the measure were not 
just the matter would have been taken from 
court to court, tod the Proivnce would have 
gob nothing. It was with the Government 
iu this matter a case of Hobson’s choice. 
He thought that though the C.P.R. had its 
charter from Dominion authority it might 
be dealt with from the point of view of 
property and civil-rights, in which direc­
tion he repeated, legislation was contem­
plated before the session had concluded. It 
was but on experiment, as no province had 
as yet undertaken to deal in the way pro­
posed with Dominion railways.

Hon Mr Beaven said the contention of 
the member for Yale was entitled to every 
consideration. The act proposed to relieve 
the C.P.R- from a large portion of their 
taxation, and now most eertairfly was the 
time to obtain redress from them for the 
settlers for the loss ol" their cattle. There
was no time for action like that which wo
now had control of.

On the motion that the committee rise 
and report the bill.

Hon. Mr Beaven moved an amendment 
to the motion to the effect that the amend­
ments are insuttic ent, more especially as 
there is no provision to make a distinction 
between tlie value of the laud itself and the 
improvements made upon it by the actual 
set'1er or owner—other than those by a 
railway corporation upon their roadbed— 
ao as to exempt them from taxation, or 
reduce their taxation on improvements.

Th 3 amendment was lost and the motion 
was adopt d > ud th-bill reported.

On the motion to adopt the report,
Hon. Mr. Be wen moved the amend­

ment which he ha l offered in committee. 
He contended that the movement to exempt 
the improve menti of a wealthy corporation 
and not to exempt those of the actual set­

tlers was not a move in the right direction.
Hon. Mr Robson had always regarded 

it as improper in theory to tax improve­
ments. It looked as if it was encouraging 
people not to improve their property, ana to 
discourage them by taxing tnem for ii 
pi oving it. This was an undesirable state 
of ma'ters, as he had always regarded it. 
The cities had power to exempt improve 
ments from taxation, but had they ut-ed it? 
This being the case, the Govet muent would 
have been much to btome for making ex­
emptions from taxation. They would have 
been going ahead of the public sentiment 
and rex olutionizing the system of taxation, 
which should not be done until, at any 
rate, the four cities had given an in­
timation of their feeling in this direction. 
Yet the House was called upon to vote a 
want of confidence in the Government. The 
opportunity would come this session when 
any honorable member could act in the nut­
ter ; then the House would give the subject 
every consideration, and if their opinion 
was in that sense the Government would be 
prepared to listen, appreciate and take 
can ful action— not a revolutionary leap.

Mr Sword said he wanted assessors to 
be instructed to intimate, in their returns, 
the amount they taxed on the value of the 
land and what they assessed on the im­
provements.

Mr Semlin said the leader of the Gov­
ernment had his full sympathy, as though 
he approved of the recommendation of the 
Opposition, it would mean the defeat of the 
Government.

After further remarks from Mr. Semlin 
and Mr. Foster, the latter of whom said he 
was not prepared to go ' beyond expressed 
public opinion.

The amendment was put and lost. Nays, 
23 ; ayes, 5.

Ayes—Beaven, ^Milne, Semlin, Grant, 
Mackenzie.

Nays—Sword, Kitchen, Kellie, Horne, 
Smith, Brown, Forster, Keith, Baker, Rob­
son, Davie, Vernon, Eberts, Stoddart, 
Booth, Hall, Nason, Pooley, Turner, Croft, 
Hunter, Rogers, Fletcher.

The report was adopted and the bill was 
introduced and read a first time ; second 
reading, Monday.

Hon. Mr Davie moved the adoption of 
the report on the

LAN& REGISTRY BILL, 

which was carried, and the bill was adopted 
and read a third time.

One motion of Hon. Mr Davie the 
House went into committee on

THE SUPREME COURT BILL, 
constituting the Vancouver judicial district. 
Dr. Milne occupied the chair.

The Commit* ee rose and reported prog­
ress, and the House adjourned at 6 o’clock, 
it being understood that when the Home 
rose Friday night it would stand adjourned 
till Tuesday.

NOTICE OF MOTION.
By Mr Cotton—To introduce a bill to 

amend the Companies’ Act.
Hon. Mr Davie—Monday—Bill to

amend the Supreme Court Act.



PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
F ret 8-ss!oa of the Sixth Parliament.

SEVENTEENTH DAY.
February 13th, 1891.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
After prayers by Rev. C. Watson,
Mr. Keith introduced a bill to incorpor­

ate the Nelson & Fort Sheppard Railway, 
which was referred to the railway commit­
tee.

Mr. Keith submitted a report of the 
committee on the Wellington stnke or lock­
out, asking for authority to appoint a sec­
retary. 'fixe report was adopted.

PRIVILEGE.
Mr. Horne rose to a question of privilege. 

He drew the attention of the house to the 
resolution adopted by a recent meeting at 
Vancouver endorsing Mr. Cotton's vote on 
the Chinese question, and censuring him 
(Mr. Horne) for be ng absent. This motion 
of .censure was, he saul, unjust and uncalled 
for, he having been sick at the time of the 
presentation of the resolution. He had 
never shirked a vote, he was always man 
enough to give his vote for or against as he 
might think proper. He thought this ex­
planation should be sufficient.

Hon. Mr. Heaven considered that the 
gentlemen present at that public meeting 
must have been misinformed when they 
supposed that he had shirked the vote. He 
(Mr. Heaven) knew that Mr. Home was 
unwell and in bed, and when they knew 
that fact they would chunge their opinion. 
The meeting had accidentally and uninten­
tionally, he was sure, done Mr. Home an 
injustice.

Hon. Mr Robson said that he knew that 
not only was Mr. Home sick but he was 
very ill at the time, and the resolution was un­
just. Sometimes organizations condemned 
in a precipitate way those who were their 
very best friends. This showed how care­
ful these oiganizations should be not to con­
demn and antagonize those who were really 
their friends.

Hon. Mr Heaven said it went without 
saying that Mr. Home did not shirk his 
vote. He described it as a healthy sign 
when people took an interest in public mat­
ters, though in this case they had been mis­
informed.

Mr Keith testified to the confidence he 
had in Mr. Horne and said that but for 
miners he would have been here.

Hon. Mr Davie presented a return 
showing the disposition of the intestate es­
tate ef the late Armstead Bnckuer.

EMINENT DOMAIN.
Col. Baker brought up the report of the 

çailwuy committee with reference to 
the right of eminent domain. The rail­
way committee was to meet on Monday and 
he thought the Government should give 
the committee some idea with respect to 
the subject, in order to facilitate them in 
the discharge of their duties. They wished 
to know now they should treat bills now 
before the committee. His own opinion 
was that the committee was bound to go on 
with the bills now before them.

Hon. Mr Robson—Let the committee 
on with their work irrespective of the 

iovernment, and then report.
Col. Baker asked that the promoters of 

railways should submit to the committee 
maps and profiles of the enterprises in 
which they were interested.

Mr Hunter referred to the vagueness of 
much of the information which was supplied 
with railway bills.

Hon. Mr Heaven said that the member 
for Kootenay, in view of the importance of 
the repdrt, should give notice of his inten­
tion to 'move its adoption, in order that 
members might consider the question.

After further discussion, Col. Baker 
gave notice that he would move the adop­
tion of the report, on Wednesday.

THE MECHANICS* LIEN BILL.
On the motion 4o receive the report on 

the Mechanics’ Lien Bill,
Hon. Mr Heaven moved to amend sec-

K

tien 12 by striking out all the words after 
“ behalf ’’ on the 5th liue down to and in­
cluding “ may ’’ on the 8th line, and insert 
—“ n pay roll containing the names of all 
laliorers who have done work for him upon 
such works or improvements, with a receipt 
in full from each- of the said laborers, with 
the amounts which were due and had been 
paid to each of them set opposite their re­
spective names, which pay roll shall.”

Also to amend Schedule C, so as to show 
the actual days worked, the amount earned 
and the amount paid.

After some remarks, Hon. Mr Da­
vie said he was sure that were 
the present bill passed it would be only a 
matter of a short time before it was re­
pealed. He referred to the petition which 
had been presented to the House against 
this bill, whose adoption would, it was held 
by some people, be most disastrous. Dwell­
ing upon the extent of present building 
operations, he declared that under the bill 
building operations would be thrown in the 
hands of a few contractors who,’unable to 
do all the work they had undertaken, a ces. 
sation would be put to many works. By the 
new bill, the original contractors’ laborers 
were protected ; but the employees of other 
contractors would have to wait until claims 
under the first contractor were satisfied. 
For the present he held the existing law to 
he ample. He did not think that, during 
the last six months, there had been such a 
change in public sentiment as to demand 
this radical alteration. He hoped the re­
port on the bill would not be adopted.

Hon. Mr Heaven’s motion having been 
read a first time, on the motion for its 
second reading,

Mr Booth moved that the bill he re­
committed.

Mr Brown cited a number of petitions 
from working men in favor of an Improved 
lien law, and opposed the re-committal of 
the bill, holding that the measure now be­
fore the House met existing circumstances. j 
The only petition against the bill had come 
from Victoria, though some of the material 
men at New Westminster and Vancouver 
had talked adversely to it. With an honest 
contractor there was no lose, but with a 
dishonest contractor it inevitably fell upon 
the owner, the material man or the laborer, 
the latter of whom had to take his. chances

Hqn. Mr. Robson believed it would be 
wisdom to refer the bill back to committee, 
as there were some members favorable to 
the bill who desired certain amendments. 
For one, he favored confining the lien of the 
workingmen to a month's wages instead of 
allowing them to run indefinitely. The 
workingman ought to have a first claim for 
his wages allowing the material man to 
come next. The labor having enhanced 
the value of the material, the laborers’ 
claim should be made absolute and supreme, 
after which the material man was amply 
provided for. If the material man had no 
recognized claim the result would be disas­
trous, as putting a check upon building 
operations generally.

Mr Booth said he knew at least one 
case in which a material man had informed 
a contractor that if this bill became law it 
would be impossible to supply the material.

After remarks by Messrs. Smith and 
ti tod dart,

Mr Hunter said the bill had liec-n re­
ceived and debated and the principle ac­
cepted, and he for one would not stultify 
himself by going over the whole thing again.

Mr. Croft opposed the bill, saying he 
had been informed by a lumber manufac­
turer that it the bill passed it would very 
considerably reduce the demand for material, 
as it would materially curtail building oper­
ations.

Mr Sword moved an amendment that 
the bill be recommitted for the purpose of 
inserting the amendments proposed by Hon. 
Mr. Beaven and by Mr. Kitchen, also to 
prevent the presentation of bogus pay rolls 
and to limit the laborers’ claim within a cer­
tain period.

Mr. Keith objected to re committing the 
Bill for the sake of dragging in the material

After a protracted discussion on the mo­
tion to refer the Bill to committee,

Hon. Mr Davie advocated the simplifi­
cation of matters so as to allow the work­
man, if he did not get his wages either from 
the contractor or the owner, a summary 
right of action-on application to the courts. 
Then the material man should be provided 
for, otherwise the material could not be sup-

Çlied, and settlement would be prejudiced.
/ere this Bill moved into unlimited com­

mittee, he would draw out a clause to pro­
tect the laborer to at least a month’s wages ; 
also, to protect all the other parties whose 
claims had been laid before the House. If 
some member would move the adjournment 
of the debate, he would have these amend­
ments drafted, and which, being on the or­
der paper, would be regularly before the

On motion the debate was adjourned.
THE PHARMACEUTICAL BILL.

Dr Milne moved the second reading of 
the “Pharmaceutical Bill,” whose provisions 
he explained at some length. He com­
mented on the necessity of such a measure 
in the public interest, and described it as 
very liberal in its provisions. He enlarged 
upon the safeguards which ought to be 
placed around the sale of poisons.

Mr Smith thought that a clause should 
be placed in the bill to provide that the 
original or a certified copy of a prescription 
should be given to the persons presenting

Dr. Milne said the prescription belonged 
to the party who obtained it from the 
physician.

After further discussion,
Dr. Milne said that if the credentials 

presented by practitioners from foreign 
countries were satisfactory, they would not 
be required to submit to examination.

Hon. Mr Beaven said that he had read 
the bill very carefully and it was not a 
measure for whose second reading he could 
vote. He was opposed to legislation of this 
kind. The association proposed would have 
unlimited power to frame by-laws and there 
was no limit to this. It might be that this 
bill would be establishing one of the cloeest 
corporations ever established in the prov­
ince. He could not, he said, see the neces­
sity of making practitioners from foreign 
countries pass examinations, which might be 
insisted upon by subsequent by-laws. He 
moved the adjournment of the debate—

The House adjourned at 5:50 p.m.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr Cotton—Tuesday—For a select 
committee, composed of Messrs. Semlin, 
Eberts, Hall, Forster and the mover, to in­
vestigate all matters connected with the 
seisure of the Hesperus and her orew, with 
power to call for persons and papers, and to 
report to the House.

Mr Kitchen—To amend section 12 of 
the Mechanics’ and Laborers’ Bill, by pro­
viding that a contractor shall put up on the 
works or improvements a copy of the re­
ceipted pay roll, from the hour of noon un­
til 1 p. m., on the first legal day after pay 
day.

Mr Brown—To amend sub section 2 of 
section 23, of the Mechanics’ and Laborers* 
Bill, so as to secure to laborers six week’s 
wages instead of a month.

Hon. Mr. Davie—Certain amendments 
to the JLâbel and Slander Bill, when np on 
third readiug.

Hon. Mr Beaven—Certain amendments 
to the Libel and Slander Bill, when it comes 
up for third reading.

HIOVIXC1ÀL LEGISLATURE.
First Session of the Sixth Parliament.

SEVENTEENTH DAY.
After prayers, there were presented the 

following
petitions.

Mr. Ebbrts—From P. C. Dunlevy and 
others, for a bill to incorporate the Hot 
Springs and Goat River Tramwoy Co.

Mr Martin — From the Vancouver 
Water Works company, opposing the act 
to amend the Vancouver Incorporation Act 
•f 1886.

Mr. Cotton—From the Ministerial asso­
ciation of Vancouver re Public School act.

Mr Brown—From the Grand Lodge L 
O. G. T. of British Columbia, re liquor 
traffic on Sunday.

Mr Martin—From J. F. Allison and 
others, asking for a bill to incorporate the 
Nicola, Kamloops and Semilkameen Railway

Mr Martin presented the sixth report 
of the committee on Standing Orders and 
Private bills, as follows : “Your commit­
tee beg leave to report that the standing 
orders in connection with the petition of 
the Victoria and Beecher Bay Railway com­
pany have not been complied with, and 
your committee have no recommendation to 
make, as the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Rail­
way company have agreed to build tha 
branch line to Beecher Bay aa soon as a line 
connecting the American system of railways 
with Port Crescent or Port Angeles or some 
other point opposite Beecher Bay is con­
structed, and will complete the construction 
of the line, and receive freight as soon as 
the American lines are in a position to 
tranship.”

The Committee also reported favorably 
on the petitions for certain Bills, and also 
the Bill to incorporate the order of the 
Oblatcs of Mary Immaculate in British Co-

new bills.
The following bills were introduced:
Hon. Mr. Vernon—An Act to amend

the Land Act.
Mr Cotton—An Act to amend the 

Companies Act, 1890.
THE HESPERUS AFFAIR.

Mr Cotton moved that a Select Com- 
mitte be appointed, composed of Messrs. 
Semlin, Eberts, Hall, Forster, and the 
mover, to investigate all matters connected 
with the seizure of the vessel Hesperus, 
and her crew; with power to call for per­
sons and papers, and to report to the

Hon. Mr Davie said there would be no 
objection to the motion, though there was 
ground for much complaint as to the man­
ner in which the government had been 
treated in the matter. He explained the 
circumstances of the case, the papers in 
which were very voluminous. The

’ Hesperus had been charged with
selling liquor to Indians, but the
Crown, owing to the necessity
of bringing witnesses fiom the north at 
very great expense and other matters, 
among them the condition of the law, had 
allowed the case before Justice Harrison to 
go by default. Though some of the evi­
dence t&Aen was direct, he did not con­
sider the case a very strong one. Not un­
naturally, the owners felt that they had a 
grievance, and, therefore, had taken this 
method to obtain an inquiry. But, instead 
of this, they should have, at first, ap­
proached the government with a regular 
complaint. A lady had, about two months 
ago, approached him and showed him a cor­
respondence in the newspapers, which he 
had never seen. He deprecated such a 
round-about method of procedure, first ap­
pealing to the papers, and then to the 
House, but never to the Government direct.

Hoy. Mr Robson corroborated this 
flta^fment, and said that he had, about two 
months ago, been approached in the same 
way as the attorney-general, and had ad- 
rise^ t^ajb the jnattçr be laid in proper 
«haijp tiefoÿe (he fi6y*fimen(. bijj this had

not oeen uoue. , r
Hon. Mr Davie introduced a Bill “ to 

amend the Summary Convictions Act,” 
which was read a first time ; also one “to 
amend the Supreme Court Act.”

So?! Turner moved the second
heading of

TUB Assessment bill,
whose provisions he explained.

Mr Semlin protested against certain 
provisions of the measure, nmoug them the 
remission of taxation upon the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, as he bad previously ex­
plained. Petitions had been prepared 
in his and other constituencies 
against this feature of the Bill, 
the original of which had not yet arrived, 
but a draft of which he had received. It 
asked that no remission of taxation to the 
railway be made until it had fenced its 
road and paid remuneration to the owners 
of the stock which had boen killed by the 
trains. There were individuals in that 
neighborhood who had lost as many as 200 
head of cattle since the C.P.R. had been in 
operation. The people concerned, had, he 
contended, adopted the proper course in 
this matter, and he appealed to the Govern­
ment and to his colleagues in this House to 
see to it that the assessment on that road 
was not modified until they had paid in­
demnity for past losses and taken steps to 
prevent their recurrence in the future.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the member 
for Yale appeared to think that the way to 
remedy one wrong was to perpetrate an in­
justice. The bill before the House did not 
cover one railway tilone, but all that were 
now in operation and might be hereafter 
constructed in this Province. The Govern­
ment had found on investigation that it was 
exceedingly unwise and improper to tax 
railways nnder the conditions of the old act. 
Indeed, the Dominion Government had given 
it to be understood that if the taxation were 
nob made more nearly to approximate the 
railway taxation in the other provinces, 
the act itself would run the risk of being 
disallowed. Moreover, the Government 
had eoncluded that it was right and just 
and politic to make the proposed changes, 
and even now the basis ot railway taxation 
was much higher than 'n the other pro;

rinces. Other railway companies bad bad 
no difficulty in obtaining immunity 
from taxation for a certain number 
years, afcd it was deemed advisable 
to arrive at something definite in order that 
those who invested their money might know 
what to expect, There had never beei\ any 
petition presented to the House bn the sub­
ject ; but if the facts were as stated by the 
member for Yale it was outrageous, and 
there mu-t be a remedy, and lor tlÿs the 
Attorney-General was now preparing It 
was to his mind—whatever the other pro­
vinces might do or sayg—clearly the right of 
this House to legislate in this direction, and . 
he believed the other pioviuces would pur­
sue a similar course. He thought irrespec­
tive of the grievance, the members should 
consider whether or not the bill liefore them 
was fair and just.

Hon. Mr Beaven thought it would have 
l»een well if all correspondence on this mat­
ter were before the House. Indeed, this 
was the practice.

HoN. Mr Robson said thé bill was before 
She House on its merits, and the correspon­
dence as to the remission of the tax had been 
before the House last session.

Hon. Mr Beaven said that without the 
information liefore the House it would be 
impossible to say whether the measure was 
ffgl.t or wrong.

Mr. Cotton spoke of the importance jtfie 
land and taxation question had assumed 
during the last elections, and on this account 
he wished to have had the Land Act and 
the Assessment Bill before the House at the 
same time. It was not proper, he thought, 
to force the present measure through to-day. 
He objected to the clause relating to exemp­
tions on improvements which did not meet 
all that was desired.

Hon. Mr Robson having given satisfac­
tory explanations,

Mr Cotton said he agreed that the 
second reading should not be opposed for 
the reasons assigned by the member for Yale. 
He wished to see the clause amended that 
dealt with the wild land tax. This bill did 
not go far enough, and the only way to 
deal fairly with it was by an ad valorem 
tax. No man should be allowed to lock 
up his land until it had been improved by 
the work which has been done by his neigh­
bors. He referred to what had been styled 
the unearned increment. There was nothing 
to induce or compel people to improve their 
lands and allow them to be opened up to 
settlement.

Dr Milne moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

Mr Martin spoke of the fencing which 
had already been done by the C.P.R. in 
the vicinity of Kamloops. The company 
fully recognized the injury which had been 
done by accidents to cattle, and were com­
pleting their fencing with all possible expe-

Hon. Mr Robson ridiculed the idea that 
the provisions of this bill relating to the 
Canadian Pacific should not be passed until 
the company had completed their fences.

After some discussion,
Dr Milne withdrew his motion to ad­

journ the debate.
Mr Brnwn advocated the recognition of 

the principle that no man had a right to 
hold large tracts of land and lock them up 
from settlement. The principle of “loseit 
or use it ” should be the rule. He, there­
fore, supported the idea of an ad valorem 
tax. This tax of ten or twelve cents an 
acre on some lands would be unjust ; but 
there were others, the holding of which in 
a wild condition was injurious to the coun­
try. The one thing to do was to recognize 
and adopt a broad principle without con­
sidering special cases.

Mr. Boom held that the Government 
were moving in the right direction. If 
there were any exemptions, the railways 
should be exempted as much, os possible. 
He should support the second reading of 
the Bill, though lie should suggest several 
amendments in committee. He scarcely, 
however, saw his way clear to support the 
ad valorem principle.

Hon, Mr Davie spoke in favor of the 
Bill o« submitted, in preference to the ad 
valorem system. Nothing was as well cal­
culated to make people improve or dispose 
of the lands they held than legislation like 
this.

After some further discussion, the Bill 
was read a second time and referred to com­
mittee,

On motion of Mr. Brown, the Bill regu­
lating the

SALE OF TOBACCO TO MINORS,

was read a second time. He would not 
elate it as a Moral Reform Bill. It was 
much like the law which prevailed in Onta­
rio, and was calculated to promote the phys­
ical and mental development of the youth. 
He did not ask for legislation against the 
see of tobacco generally, but what he de­
sired to regulate was the use of tobacco by ( 
juveniles before they had got their growth. 
Tobacco had the effect of making them half 
men, both physically and mentally.

Hon. Mr Davie supported the second 
reading of the Bill, which had his warm ap­
proval.. He thought the use of tobacco by 
lads ought to be prohibited. He did not 
say so with regard to grown up men, which ; 
was a different thing. He smoked himself. | 

| ^on. Mr. Beaven thought the onpstkm '
oplill» BhloKing "“S'" with, P»-

| ticularly among minora- As iar as this bill
went he should etipport the second reading.

I Much, Ke was convinced, could be done to 
I prevent tobadco smoking by minors by 
i means of education.

Mr Semlin said this was one of those 
acta which he could heartily support. He 
believed in the right of the state to inter­
fere in questions of thia kind, and not only 
with respect to tobacco smoking, but to the 
use oÇ etcoholic beverages also.

Mr Booth supported the bill, adding 
that if boys were * found in possession of 
tobacco they should be punished.

Mu. Martin, while approving of thia 
idea, thought thut provision should be made 
so as to prevent a boy being punished when 
he was sent to purchase tobacco.

Mu. Forster scarcely favored legislation 
of this kind, but was, however, prepared to 
allow the proposed measure to be tried. He 
thought more could be done in the schools 
than was done at present to teach the chil­
dren the ill-effect of tobacco.
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be brought to see that the fact of the Chi­
nese bringing down prices, was beneficial, 
as he knew that he was better when get­
ting $5 a day than when he earned $2.50. 
If more Chinese came here the important 
problem would have to be solved, of what 
shall we do with them and what must be­
come of white labor? The fact of white 
Ialwr at the East lieing so cheap, showed 
that it was advisable to make it worth 
its while to come here, and was another 
reason why the Chinese should be excluded.

Mr. Booth agreed with the remarks of 
the member for Coraox. The Chinese were 

I &n *lien race, and it was not advisable that 
we should have them here. There was no 

! need for our having Chinamen ; we could 
i obtain all the labor from the East that was 
j required, the only difficulty being that 
jthat labor was too poor to come here. All 
that had to be done was for capitalists to 
assist Eastern labor to come. We had 
nothing to do with the question, of the 
friendliness oj unfriendliness of the Chinese 
government. That people would buy our 
goods if they wanted them. He should not 
vote, either for the amendment or the main 
motion.

Col. Bakxr moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

Mr. Srmlix saw no necessity for prolong- 
mg the discueeion. ' Th. general «action 
wu now before the House, end mem here 
coaid toy for tbemeelvee, whether they 
Chinra °r employment of

Mb. Bbowx took en opposite view. The 
amendment contained eo meny "whereeeee" 
thet it wee difficult to underst&nd it He 
took it, thet the other dey the Hooee hid 
settled the question, by determining to in­
sert the Chinese denies in bille, asking for 
consideration et the hind, of this Hnnse 
A» the metier stood now, he should vote 
egsmst both it and the emend- 
meui, to which he hid in imendment 
to offer it the proper «tige He did not see 
wm «e should on iny question ippeel to 
the ouprame Court. We ought to be su­
preme in our own concern,. His own ob­
jection to the Chiniman was because be 
wopld not settle do.n .nil become . citisen. 
n he would do bo, be would not be obiec- 
tlonable, but, as it was, . Chinaman, with- 
out family or any ties, could work and 
make money at wages on which other peo- 
Pie would etarv-e. If enterpriee. could not 
be prosecuted so as to benefit our own peo-

filied pockets, for hi, part, he should not 
cere if onr resources were never developed. 
If affair, were conducted in the manneVin 
Which some people prosecuted them, the 

”“ntry would come down with a 
w™, Ve ' he »d.led, in.i.t that if 

to »“cb larÿe aid to railroad 
and other enterprise,, th„ House had the 
ffrfect right to impose it, condition»,»
ooÔL, !■ b ï'd .h*ve * laW “d pmeperous 
populatiun, beginning st tie very bottom 
The on!y time from which thia country be- 
ha. ProlPer wae when we commenced to 
have permanent settlement.

A Robson did not egree tbit thie 
Honse had determined to insert the Chinese
thiTnW e,ery biU Mkic* f'>f benefit from 
thu House. He proposed to deal with every messnr, <» it, „mrit,. and Hid, 
therefore, oppoaed every clap-tran re»l„ tion which had been brought up. P “
. Rbown's amendment was ruled out 

of order, and Hob. Mr. Pooiey and Mr 
Forster urged the hon. lender of the Opno •ition to withdraw hie amendment. PP^ 
ho,h‘Ln>°T,?S reiftteated the withdrawal of
He did ™?*Lre“ “tl0“ “d BhtePdinent. 
He did not believe in interfering with Im- 
Rti and dominion legialation on the 
( hineae question ; be did, however Ulieve 

k,M>w "““‘heir lebor 
wae not needed or wanted here To in
XT-'u <&“ toX to *100 woeld have little
encet, if Chinese were not given e-nnlnv ment they would stay away P P‘°V 
wouM ‘SS tboilff*1.t that Hon. Mr. Beaven 
strongly condemned 'th^orlginafresol'ution*.-.danced in favor », anTfe 

Mb. Csorr did not favor Chinese labor

mfraod^h^rhï^^—"-

NANAIMO LIGHT.

air. Mackenzie asked the Attor­
ney-General: — Did any person. ver­
bally or otherwise, consult with or 
communicate with the Provincial Gov­
ernment or any of its members or deputies 
concerning the sending of the militia to 
Wellington last summer, prior to the call­
ing out of that force ? If so, what was the 
purport of the consultation or communica­
tion, and what course was advised ?

Hon. Ms. Davie replied, that, on behalf .nu>. -Uli. LJ-X » I r. S1S..V, sea. ua.aa.aa
of the Attorney-General and Deputy Attor- : 
ney-General, he would answer, officially. ] 
“No.”

SUMMARY convictions act.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­

ing of the Summary Convictions Bill, whose 
object is to render liable the president or 
secretary of any corporation committing or 
being suspected qf committing any offence 
over which the Legislature of British Col­
umbia has legislative authority.

After soiv.e discussiou, during which it 
was pointed out that the proposed Bill 
would place presidents and secretaries in a 
very equivocal position, while, ou^tbe other 
hand, it was contended that there must be 
some means of reaching corporations, which 
proverbially had no souls,

Mr. Hunter moved that the Bill be read\ 
I a second time this day six months. He de- !

, scribed its provisions as an outrage on the 
liberty of the subject.

Hon. Mr. Davie had expected that those 
who had carped at the bill would have sug­
gested something better. The object was 
to reach offending corporations. If the bill 
were defeated he would remind members 
that it was a rejection of the principle in­
volved. He had certainly expected that, at 
least, it would have been allowed to go to 
committee, where its details might have 
been considered.

Mr. Cotton approved the principle of 
the bill, aud suggested^that it ue not read 
now, but that time be allowed to consider ! 
the details.

Hon. Mr. Robson said he should vote for 
the six months’ hoist, because he believed 
the object might be reached in a better way.

Mr. Hunter said this was one of the 
worst bills ever introduced into the House.

The motion for a six months’ hoist was 
lost by 17 to 7.

Ayes—Grant, Milne, Beaven, Robson, 
"Pooiey, Hunter, Anderson—7.

Nays—McKenzie, Sword, Kitchen, Cot- 
: ton, Kellie, Smith, Brown, Forster, Keith, . 
; Davie, Eberts, _Stodd<rt, Booth, Hall
Nason, Rogers, Fletcher—17.

The motion for a second reading was car-1 
! ried on a division of 15 to 9.
! Ayes—McKenzie, Kitchen, Kellie, Smith, I 
! Brown, Forster, Keith, Davie, Eberts, j 
! Stoddart, Booth, Hall, Nason, Rogers, 
Fletcher—15.

Nays—Grant, Sword, Cotton, Milne, I 
Beaven, Robson, Pooiey, Hunter, Ander- j

The House adjourned.
By Mr. Brown—To request the Lieut.- 

Governor to take steps towards having the j 
Dominion Government increase the Chinese | 
poll tax from $50 to $*200.

FKOVINUIAL LEGISLATURE.
Fiwt l.isl ii of the >lxth Parliament.

TWENTIETH DAY.
Friday, Feb. 20, 1891.

After prayers by Rev. Mr. Dobbs,
PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Brown rose to a question of privi­
lege, to deny that he had, as stated in the 
Vuacouver Telegram, made an annexation 
speech on the occasion of ihe railway cele­
bration at Blaine. All he had done was to 
make uae of friendly expressions, such as | 
emgbt to pass between neighboring nations, t 
but that he was an annexationist, he most |
imphatictilly denied. ,

Col. Baker presented the report of the I---— —«.jnnKUBtu VUG icjiurv U1 Hit I
Railway Committee, which transmitted the I 
Burrard Inlet and Fraser River Valley J 
Railway Bid with amendments.

The repoi t was adopted.
Mb. Smith submitted the report of the

MIXING COMMITTEE,

Mr. Keith introduced & bill to incor-

Çirate the Nanaimo Electric Light and 
ramway Co.
Hon. Mu. Beaven said he was happy to 

see that it contained the Chinese restriction 
clause.

Mr. Semlix introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Nicola Valley Railway Co.

QUESTION.
Mr. Kellie osked: “ Would the Gov-, 

emment be willing to grant a land or cash * 
subsidy to assist the establishment of re­
duction or refining works at Nelson, or some 
other convenient point on Kootenay lake?”

Hon. Mr. Robson said the policy and 
earnest desire of the Govern meut was to

?>romote the erection of reduction works 
or such ores as could be effectively treated 

in this province, and any scheme with that 
; object in view seeking assistance, either in 
I land or money, would received the best con- 
1 sidération of the Government.

Mu. Mackenzie asked : (a) Have
the Provincial Government paid any 
money or incurred any pecuniary lia- 

j bility in consequence of the militia having 
been sent to or maintained at Wellington, 
last year ?

| ^ (b)^ If »o, to what amount or to what ex- j

(c) Have the Dominion Government or 
any of its employes, or any corporation, 
commercial firm, party or person made or 
preferred, verbally or otherwise, any claim 
against the Provincial Government in con­
sequence of the militia having been sent to 
or maintained at Wellington, last year? 

(d) If so, of what nature or amount?
Hon. Mr. Robson replied to a—No ; to 

e—No. These covered the whole of the' in-

whieh reported the BiU relating to gold and ' 
ether n ineiale, excepting coal, with some 
amendments.

EMINENT DOMAIN.

Col. Baker moved that thia Honse take 
into consideration the adoption of the re­
port of the standing committee on railways, 
namely: “Your committee respectluily
recommend to the House that before any of 
the present private railway bill» before the 
Honse are taken into consideration, the 
Government be requested to consider the 
advisability of amending the present rail­
way act by introducing a clause which wiU 
provide that the right of eminent domain, 
npon special conditions, but without the 
nece-eiiy of a special charter, be granted as 
a right to applicants for a railway line.” 
He added that the members of that commit­
tee had unanimously passed that nport 
and dee r< d to have an expres-ion of the 
opinion of the Government on the subject.

Hon. Mr. Robson said he was entirely 
■ the dark as to the object of the hon. 
member in bringing forward this resolution. 
If his object was to kill off all the railway 
bills now befote the House, his motion 
would meet that case, but the Govirnmcnt 
would with to have an expression of the 
sense of the hon. gentleman.

Col. Baker said that thie wae the report 
•f the railway committee, and, at the sug-

Ction of the leader of the Opposition, he 
l had it placed on the order page.

Hox. Mr. Robson was surprised that the 
member should bring forward and press 
this motion. It would be well to leave over 
the matter for a future time.

Col. Baker said he merely made the 
motion as a matter of duty, but would fur 
the present withdraw it.

provincial revenue tax.
Mr. Cotton asked—What were the 

amounts received during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1890, and during the half 
year ended December 31, 1890, from the 
provincial revenue tax in 'he cities of Van­
couver, Victoria, New \Vestmim>ter and 
Nsnainm ?

Hon. Mr. Turner said that, during the 
year ending 30th June, loUU. th- r. tun a 
had been Victoria, $8,619; New Westmin­
ster, $3,033. At that t iriH neither Vancou­
ver nor Nanaimo hud made reparaie 
amounts, but had bee-i inc'uded in Viet na 
and New Westminster. For the half yea-. 
ending December, 1690, the figurts had 
been Victoria, $921 ; Nanaimo, $564 ; New 
Westminster, $522 and Vancouver, $990.

Mb. Cotton moved the second read-

TUB COMPANIES BILL

e r:

which he explained at some length.
Hon. Mr. Davie said he had examined 

She bill, to which he saw no reason to tike 
exception. Its object wae to allow joint 
stock companies to issue preference stock, 
which, in some instances, became very 
accessary. The provisions for preference 
stock were only permissive, and it was open 
So investors to take ud stock or not as th* y 
plea«ed. knowing as they would the exist­
ence of that law.

Hon. Mr. Beaven objected to the re 
tractive features of the bill, but as for com 
panics to be formed in-the future he saw no 
objection.

Mr. Cotton pointed out that the pro­
vision would only come into operation by 
wniniinous consent.

The bill was read a second time, and will 
he committed Tuesday

On moti n to receive the report of com- 
siittee on the bill relating to

actions for libel and slander,
Hon. Mr. Davie moved to amend the 

fourth clause by ad ling the words demurn r 
so as to make it read “ In any action for de­
famation where the d- fendant has pleaded 
not guilty only, or has suffered judgment 
by default or judgement has bet n given 

;ainFt him by demurrer or * by admis-

The amendment was adopted.
Hon Mr. Davie moved to strike out the 

following clause : “ No such action shtll lie 
unless and uutil the plaintiff has given to 
the defendant notice in writing, specifying 
the staterne-its complained of, such notice 
to be served in the ■ une manner as a p’ain- 
tiff's statement of cl-tim is served, or by de­
livering the notice to some grown-up person 
at the place of bu iness of the defendant,” j 
making al-o a few fmther amendm*nts in 
it. He bitterly complained of the manner 
in which the press were accustomed, when 
they mad» explanations or corrections, to 
aggravate the orig nal offense. After some 
ether observât one, he spoke of what be 
eontrnded wae »n injustice done to him the 
other day. He had been repoi ted ns having 
made a staten ent, inferring that a lady had 
“approached" him. What was meant 
was that an endeavor had been
made by a lady to get the
premier and himself by a corrupt offer 
to recognize a certain claim. The news- 
paper he referred to bad misunderstood and 
misrepn eented him, and the day after he 
had made his explanations had trusted the 
premier and himself to a paragraph of per­
fect Billingsga e, headed, “Evil to him 
who evil th-nks.” This inference was that 
he was an evil-minded man. and that the 
cap fifed him. Friend end foe on the floor 
ef this Hou*e must admit that he (Mr. 
Davie) wa< right and the paper was entirely 
wrong. Experience hid shown that such 
was likely to be the case hereafter. 
The editor of that newspayer had sai I, re­
ferring to the Libel bill, that the edit t 
had asked for bread and he had given them 
a ston-*. He thought if .reference we-e also 
made to the scripture* he could find annihe1 
illusir ti'in. H- (Mr. Davie), in thia cose, 
had a-ked for a fish but they had given him 
a serpent. The public would find this to b 
the wav in which they would b-* tretted if 
the jiress wire gi\>n more latitude He 
did not know that the public should lit 
allowed to he exposed to calumnies such a* 
he had >hown them to he now liible. Mem­
bers of the House would see how unjustiti 
able had been the attack upon bim-elf. It 
was on ac ount of the circumstances t 
which he had a’luded that he hail con 
eluded to ch-nve the cliuac. It was, in 
effect, m-rely leaving out the provision fiti 
s notice. Tife difficulties fn the way 
of, or the trrievances of newspapers 
So which aFuaion h*d been made, 
were more imaginary than real There

could l>e no difficulty arising out of the fact 
of a newspaper ’ not being notified. If it 
chose to retract immediately on being served 
with a writ, the costs would am uut to a 
mere matter of $10 or $15. To put in this 
clause hé had moved to at'ike out would 
only save this expense, whereas, on the 
other hand, the injuetice done to the party 
attacked would have been grave enough 
indeed.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that it 
would be a serious mistake to strike out 
those words. Ue could not see why the 
pre s should be deprived of the oppoitunity 
given by the clause. He could ipenk on the 
subject from his personal exp- rience. He 
had never instituted a libel suit, though he 
had had many favotable opportunities. As 
at present, the suit was begun by the mere 
i»sue of the writ, which did not set 
forth the offence complained of. 
That was only known at a later stage, and 
he therefore did not see why that particular 
part should be struck out. He contended 
that the proposed change would nece»sit#te 
a number of minor changes in the bill as a 
consequence of the Attorney-General's pro­
posed amendments.

Mr. Cotton would not say that he had 
asked the Altomey-General for a fish and 
had received a aerpent, but he had asked 
for one clear day's notice between the pub­
lication and the i*sue of a writ.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he had no objection 
to give one clear day’s notice. If that 
would be satiriacWf'y/vi'ben the bill were 
referred back to* commtUee, such a pro- 
vision would be inserted. 1 hat would give 
ample time for a correction, provided no 
malice were intended.

Hon. Mr. Davie’s amendment was, after 
some discussion, adopted.

Several minor amendments having been 
adopted

Hon. Mr. Pooley moved to strike out 
Section 9, providing that security for costs 
be given by the plaintiff in any suit which 
might lw brought under the Act. It was 
contended, during the discussion, tint the 
fut ntshing of costs would prevent " the poor 
man defi nding his character.

H6n. Mr Robson said he would support 
the resolution b-cause the clause was nut 
fair to the poor man and would not bffvct 
the tich. It stood in the way if the poor 
man getting juriice. As a journalist for 16 
or 17 years, he said he had always In en care­
ful not to injure pef-p e’s characters in 1rs 
criticisms, ami the contingency vf men of 
straw putting new spapers to unwarranted 
expense was too iemote t « render it nvcee- j 
sary to aflonl further protecti-.n.

Dr. Milne a*id he did i ot think the j 
leader of the Government had an niu-.h love ! 
for the p^or man a* he pretended. S nee | 
the opening of the Hou-e the Opposition ha 11 
been adx o. ating the rights of i lie p< or man ! 
by asking for anri-Chv e?e legislation, hut 
did the Premier support that kin I of lega­
tion? No! he did not. He (Dr Milm) 
did not think that the epposuiou to the 
clause reft ried to was mer-dy in the 
interest of the poor man. But 
some of the mtmbeie of the Govern- 
ment wished to curtail the legishtion 
favoring the pre»s. The Atturney-Geneial 
waa coutinually finding tault with the press 
in this city ; but the press in Victoria 
would compare favorably with ihepn-s 
e'aewhere. The critievm of the A t'rney 
General in refer* nc« to Tub Colonist, he 
considered uncalled for, and he (Dr. Milne) 
could say of The Colonist, al houwh op- 
posed to him in politv**,it wasalw. ys fair as 
an opponent. The bill now under con­
sideration was in force in Ontario, aud, j 
prepared as it was bv some of the best legal 
authorities, he'consid-red it only fair that 
it should lie enjete 1 in this province.

Mr. Eberts thought that by a trivial 
amendment clause 9 might be made per­
fectly practicable, so as to leave the deci­
sion in the hands of the judge to deci le as 
to whether or not, security was required.

Mr. Brown argued that the provi-ions of 
this clause give sufficient protect.on to the 

No honestpoor man. No honest poor man would be

I unable to get security for cost*. Some pro­
tection ought to be given the newspapers, 
whose duty it was oftentimes to say cer- 

' tain things which in law ate libellous
Mr. Skmlin did not know with what class 

of jouruals the Attorney-General had to 
deal. From what he said they must he such 
a notorious and depraved class as he had 
never met. He pn-eio'y had had a d sagree- 
ment with hie own organ and hie immediate 
editor, which heal canned him to be thus vi­
tupérât i\*e.

Mr. Booth siid that all the Attorney- 
General had said showed the necessity of re­
taining the ninth clause.

Hon. Mr. Robson drew attention to a 
paragraph in the New Westminster L* dger, 
which contained some altogether incorrect 
end mi-lending statements aa to the condi­
tion of the public documents at that pi ice.

Mr. Grant made a strong speech in favor 
of the press of the city and the province, of 
which be spoke in the warmest teima.

Mr. Cotton hoped the House would not 
consent to the amendm-nt He thought 
the pub ic and the poor men were quite sale 
under this section.

Hon. Mr.,Davie said he wss decidedly 
of opinion that the clause should be stiuck 
out. Its effect would be to al'ow a news­
paper to prejudices trial before it came

The members were called in after still 
further discussion when Mr. Pooley’s 

1 amendment was rejected by 15 to 14, the 
1 division being as follows :

Nays—Beaven, Milne, Semlin, Grant, 
McKenzie, Sword, Kitchen, Co'Ion. Kellie, 
Brown, Forater, Eberts, Stoddart, Booth 
and Turner—16.

Ayes—Robeo^ Pooiey, Martin, Groft, 
Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher, Hall,
Nason, Vernop, Davie, Smith and Ke.th— |

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House went 
into committee on the hill to incorporate 
the order of Oblate» of Mary Immaculate, 
Mr. Smith in the chair. The bill passed 
through committee, and will be reported 
Tuwday.

Hon. Mb. Turner presented a copy of

PUBLIC ACCOUNT»,
and moved that they be referred to tbe | 
Public Accounts commit'ee. Carried.

Mb. Semlin resumed the debate on

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL BILL.
ti had. be said, been expia ned that the 

object was to approximate ih«* law to the 
law of Prince Edward Island and Nvw 
Brunswick, in order to do away with the

Ciraonal character of the department. He 
id not shown tbit the public dvsiied this 

change, and he further claimed that this 
overnment did not really know that, in 

| thi* respect they represent'd the majority 
j of the people. He contended that the edit 
i ration 11 conditions of this province w*re 
! very different to those which existed in th*~ 
easr. Hi ro it was possible for the depart 

i m uit to be very unmet upd dominedring to 
' 'he extent pn-judi ing the educational in­
terests. He d»nied tha' this Bill would he 
in any sense decentralizing. The govern- 
inent had, moreover, taken to them-e v- ■ 
additional powers, having removed from the 
people the power to eleot th ir own trus- 
t e«. He asked if the o- nduct of the de­
partment in the pa-t had be-n such as to | 
warranu the House in according them more 
power. He never could see why

it had been 
sive acts to!__ |
trustees. In some provinces! 
most fell control, but under 
trustees were to be made a no: 
in the cities and in the rurale 
deemed that it had been si 
trustees here were not quite] 
they were elsewhere. He coul| 
elude that the idea was toll 
school control in the minis! 
department. If the Governm] 

‘trol of the schools as we 1 [ 
mental managi meut they hid 
own regulations, and he inst 
of Mr. Muir, who, in face! 
and mandatory character of] 
been refused a renewal of n 
The clause had in thjl 
broken by a minister by J 
been introduced. I ~ |Thehe said, to make the House l!e|j 
the conduct of certun tvuchoi tT 
ed to the Department theig 
would have been cancelled, r 
mitted a dereliction of du y. ! 
had been cancelled which sho 
been cancelled, and others coi 
ought to have been cancelled. 
Who Would act in thie matt 
parties to be entrusted wi 
power? He declared that the 
of trustees by the Governmei 
grade step. The minister 
'that because t^e City Council 
to the standard which he shou 
he"proposed to raise them 
their hands the appointment 
tees. The fact would be tl 
change made, instead of the 
purified they would degrade t 
they proposed to exalt.

At the suggestion of the 
Semlin moved the adjournim 
bate.

Mr. Brown here rend an ex 
Colombian, being an emphatû 
of the report of the Ledger 
d ition of the public docutr 
Westminster. Mr. Brown i 
temperary offices at New Wei 
jin first class order, and thel 
charge was a thoroughly firacl 

Hon. Mb. Robson anoounl 
1 there would be night r 

fcy, Wednesday and Friday,F 
"The House adjourned at 6 <1 

NOTICES OF MOTljl 
Mb Eberts—On the 

.report of the bill respect! 
and slander, to movd 

tdment : In section 9, fcol 
ii nth line the word “or S 

lieu thereof the word “and.1! 
j Hon. Mr. Beaven—On 
the report''of the Libel Bill, tl 
Itiop 8, line 9, by striking oui 
■srting “ and ; ” also, in lin« 
u or judge that the action is

—
PEOTINCIAL LEGISl

Fir* Session of the Sixth I

TWENTY-FIRST I 
Monday, Fl

After prayers by Rev. D. - 
There were presented the 1

PETITIONS.
Rogers—From J.

•e, re wagon road in Chil|

Milne—From Mr.l 
lore, re extension of elect*) 

• women.
Kitchen—From resiJ

|»ck, opposing Bill giving j 
t waters of Veddar river id

Ir. Semlin—From J. B.
re, re stock killed by C. 

f right-of-way.
Sword—From Alphi 

, and oth«s, of Nloomen 
options from provisions 
*ng Bill.

. Swoed—From resident 
h and Langely Province, 
i Fraser River Dyking

Ir Martin presented th« 
hmittee on Private Bills 

j reporting Bills to ii 
non and Nelson Telepl 
b amendments; and askiaj 
eider the Bill to amend tl 
| k Nelson Tram wa y com^ 
Tol. Baker presented th* 
nding committee on railw] 

amendments, Chilli 
; Vernon and Okanagan 

I Nicola Valley railway | 
jend Ashcroft and Cariboo

new bills.
Eon. Mr Robson introduj 

tied, an “Act for the obsei 
i’s Day, commonly called I

SECOND READING
i siotien ef Mr Kitchei | 

itiag the Westminster a 
•■way Company, and th 
~«et Railway Company, wi 

I time. The mever explaiij 
I enable these two ccmpanii 

■is motive power, and anrl 
to prevent needless di| 

6 was no objection to tb 
'the Chinese clauses. The 

nitted sn Wednesday.
Iol. Baker meved the seel

t Upper Columbia Navigati 
y Uo‘s Bill Carried, the

l to the Standing Ôrdei 
s Committee.
Ir Sword moved the d:| 
1er for the eecoad reading c 
1 “ he intended ^to intr | 

Carrie1 ts take its place.



Hon. Mr. Davie «id h« h»d no objection : *7" on. c ear day', no, ice. If Z, 
ould be «UtfactjN^ifben the bill ,cr, 
derred Imck to commktee, ,uch a pro. «on wonld be maerted. >h„ would L, 
nple time for a correction, provided* no 
•lice were intended.
Hon. Mr. Davie's amendment waa, after 

■me discussion, adopted.
lopted**1 min°r ament^men,e having been

Hon. Mr Poolev moved to .trike ont 
coon », providing that aeourity for c,„„

I- 7'7' rV lhe p'amtiff in any auit which 
ilihtli. brought cd. r the Act. It waa 
jnienderl, during the diacueaion, th.t the 
miahing of coal a would prevent the poor 
rui def. nding his character.
HO.n. Mr Robson said he would support 
e resolution b-vauae the clause was not 
r to the pour man and would not eff.ct 
eiicli. I, .lord in the way if ihe .«v 
m getting juvtice. Aa a journaliat for iti 
I < } ears, he said he had always lx en care- 

i net to injure per.p e'a chamcl.r, in h a 
liician-a, and the contingency if nnnof 
law putting new agiapera to unwarranted 
lient» waa loo remote 11 rendir it necee- 
ly to afford fui ther prolecii. n.
I>R Milne and he did , ot ihmk the 
Ider ot the ( .ovcrnmrnt had a, mu h love 
]lhe poor man aa he pretended. S nee 
I opening of the Hou-e theOppoaition ha I 
an aiii o. ating the right, ef .lie p. or man! 
|aakmg for an'i-Chn ere legUIation, Imt 

Ihe Premier eupp. rt that km l of legi- 
' "Of he did not. He (Dr Milne) 
not think th.t Ihe opposnion to ihe 

ae reftned to was mer. ly in the 
|eiest of the poor man. But 

of the mtmbcis of the Covirn- 
nt wished to curtail the legislation 

loriiig the press. The Att .rney (icneial 
1 eouunoaUy 6n.li..g fault ai.h the press 
this city ; but the pres, in Vieiotia 

«l«t compare favorably with ihepr . >s 
where. The mtici-m of the A t ruey 
ir ial m ref»-r* nc« to The Colonist. he 
-tdered uncalled for, and he (Dr. Milne) 
hUuy of Thk Colonist, al houwh op-
I! to him in politic,it waaalw. ys fair as 

opponent. The bill now under con 
ration was in force in Ontario, and, 
sn d aa it was by some of the best legai 
'-ritie*, he'consid- red it only fair that 

hould lie emete 1 in this province.
Ik. Krektb thought that by a trivial 
ndinent clause 9 might be made per- 
ly practicable, so as to leave the d.ci-
in the hands of the judge to deci le as
hether or not, security was required.
R. Brown argutd that the provi-iooe of 
clause g*ve sufleient protect on to the 
tnan. No honest poor man would be 

hie to get security for ooet< Some pro 
[ion ought to he given the newspapers,
I duty it was oftentimes to say cer- 

thinge which in law are libellous 
R- Skmlin did not know with what class 
ournals the Attorney-General had to

I From what he said they must l e such 
torious and depraved class as he had 
r met He po-eib'y had had a d sagree-

Ii with "his own organ and hie immediate 
>r, which had caused him to he thus vi­
ral ive.

a- Booth said that all the Attorney- 
irai had said showed the necessity of re- 

ng the ninth clause.
Mr. Robson drew attention to a 

aph in the New Westminster L dger, 
i contained some altogether incorrect 

|mi-lending statements as to the condi 
of the public documents at th»t pi ice.
- Grant made a strong speech in favor 
press of the city and the province, of 
It he spoke in the warmest teims. 
i Cotton hoped the House would not 
tnt to the amendai nt He thuu.-ht 

ub ic and the poor tneu were quite sate 
r this section.

in. Mr.,Davie said he wss decidedly 
inion th.it the clause should be stiuck 

Its effect would be to al'ow a news- 
to prejudice a tiial before it came

1 members were called in after still 
1er discussion when Mr. Pooley's 
ment was rejected by 15 to 14, the 

|<>n being us follows :
i—Beaven, Milne, Semlin, Grant, 

izie, Sword, Kitcnen, Co»ton. Kellie, 
For.-ter, Eberts, Stoddart, Booth 

furrier—15.
«—Robso*, Pooley, Martin, Groft, 
f"r, Rogers, Anderson, Fletcher, Hall,

, Verno^, Davie, Smith and Ke.th—

I mot ion of Mr. Brown, the House went 
r>mmittee on the hill to incorpoiate 

der of Ohlatee of Mary Immaculate, 
mith in the chair. The bill passed 

{h committee, and will be reported

ây- ^• MR- Turner presented » copy of 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS,
noved that they be referred to the 
î Account* commit-ee. Cirried. 

r Semlin resumed the debate on 
THE public school bill.

tad. he said, been expia ned that the 
was to approximate tho law to the 

f Prince Edward Island and Nvw i 
wick, in order to do sway with the 

al character of the department. He 
)r ehown tint the public dt-siied tlii*- 
s, and he further claimed that thii 
«ment did not really know that in 
«peer they represent.d the majority 
people. He contended that the edit 
‘■I conditions of this ‘province w. re 

ifferent to those which existed in th. 
H« re it whs possible for the depart 
© be very unmet apd domineering to 
lent of pr< judi in/ the educational in- 

i. He ibnied tha* ih-s Bill would l e
Il srnse decentralizing. The govern- 

ha<l, moreover, taken to them e v s 
mal powers, having remove.I from the 
the power to elect th ir own true- 
Ho asked if the c ndnet of the de- 
int Jn Pa't had be n such ae to 
it the House in according them more 
He never could see why

it had been the policy by succès-1 
eive acts to. restrict the powers of 

! trustees. In some provinces they had al­
most full control, hut under this bill the 
trustees were to be made a nonenetity bo-h 
in the cities and in the rural districts. He 
deemed that it had been shown that the 
trustees here were not quite as capable as 
they were elsewhere. He could only con­
clude that the idea was to centralize the 
school control in the minister and in the 
department. If the Government had con­
trol of the schools as we 1 as the depart­
mental managi meut they hud broken their 

I own regulations, and he instanced the case ( 
of Mr. Muir, who, in face of the specific 
and mandatory character of the law, had j 
been refused a renewal of his certificate. | 
The clause had in this esse been ; 
brokep by a minister by whom it had 

l been introduced. The premier sought 
he said, to make the House believe that had 
the oonduct of certiin teachers been report­
ed to the Department their certificates 
would have been cancelled. Here he ad­
mitted a dereliction of du-y. Certificates 
had been cancelled which should not have 

, been cancelled, ami others cont nned which 
ought to have been cancelled. Were parties 
who would act in this matter the proper 
parties to be entrusted with additional 
power? He declared that the appointment 
of trustees by the Government was a retro 
grade step. The minister had declared 
that because t^e City Council were not up 
to the standard which he should like to see, 
he"proposed to raise them by placing in 
their hands the appointment of school trus- 

i tees. The fact would be that, were the 
change made, instead of the Council being 
purified they would degrade the body which 
they proposed to exalt.

At the suggestion of the Premier, Mr. 
Semlin moved the adjournment of the de- 

j] hate.
Mr. Brown here rend an extract from the 

Columbian, being an emphatic contradiction 
of the report of the Ledger as to the con­
dition of the public documents at New 
Westminster. Mr. Brown added that the 
temperary offices at New Westminster were 
in first class order, and the gentleman in 
charge was a thoroughly first class man. I 

. Hon. Mr. Robson announced that, next 1 
week, there would be night sittings, Mon- I 

: day, Wednesday and Fiiday, hereafter, 
j The House sojourned at 6 o’clock.

NOTICES of motion.
Mr. Eberts—On tho consideration of 

; the report of the bill respecting actions for 
and slander, to movp the following 

amendment : In section 9, to strike out in 
[■yninth line the word “or” and insert in 
MB!;thereof the word “and." 
p Hon. Mr. Bravkm—On consideration of 
i the report^of the Libel Bill, to amend sec­
tion 8, line 9, by striking out “ or” and in- 
I'EErting “and;” also, in line 18, to insert 
f4or judge that the action is trivial or frivol-

mr. m’namee’s olaim. I

He*. Mr. Robson asked permission of 
the House to move, without the usual no­
tice, fer the appointment of a select cem- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Davie, Grant, 
Swerd, Croft and Martin, to inquire into 
the circumstance» under which local part­
ners were admitted with Messrs. F. B. Mc- 
Nasaee & Co. into the contract for the con­
struction of the Esquimalt graving dock, in 
erder that a satisfactory settlement might 
he reached.

Ho*. Mr. Bobsok explained that it was 
advisable to have some information as to 
the application of the deposit and the fin­
ancial position of matters at present. Mr. . 
McNamee was now here, and wished to j 
have a settlement. The idea was to make j 
aa arrangement without the aid of the 
courts. The Government therefore wished, 
under the circumstances, to have certain i 
matters in evidence.

After some remarks front Hon. Mr. 
Beaten the motion was adopted.

Dr Mil*b withdrew his Sunday Obeer- 
anoe Bill, which was down for a second
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i After prayers by Rev. D. Fraser,
< There were presented the following 

PETITIONS.
He. Rogers—From J. B. Nason and 

■s, re wagon road in Chilcotin, Cariboo

Milne—From Mr. Boddy and 
tors, re extension of electorate franchise 

jjSTromen.
___ Kitchen—From residents of Chilli-
lack, apposing Bill giving power to direct 
| waters of Veddar river into the Lu-cu- 
ck river.
K&. Semlin—From J. B. Leighton and 
jere, re stock killed by C. P. R. on rail-

Î right-of-way.
& Sword-—From Alphonse Des Rein- 

I, and othws, of Nloomen, settlement, re 
Biptions from provisions of Fraser river 
'ng Bill;

r_JL Sword—From residents in Township 
; and Langely Province, re exemption 
i Fraser River Dyking Bill.

Hr Martin presented the report of the 
limittee on Private Bills and standing 
‘era, reporting Bills to incorporate the 
non and Nelson Telephone company,
'i amendments; and asking leave to re­
dder the Bill to amend the Toad Moun- 
i k Nelson Tramway company. Adopted. 
Tul. Baker presented the report of the 
nding committee on railways, reporting 
h amendments, Chilliwhack railway 
; Vernon and Okanagan railway Bill,

I Nicola Valley railway Bill, also to 
pnd Ashcroft and Cariboo railroad Act.

new bills.
Bon. Mr Robson introduced a Bill en- 

Ued, an “Act for the observance of the 
i’s Day, commonly called Sunday.”/^

SECOND READINGS.
i motion ef Mr Kitchen, the Bill fè- 

ding the Westminster and Vancouver 
■way Company, and the Westminster 
let Railway Company, was read a sec- 

1 time. The mover explained that it was 
■HEable these two companies to use the 

pie motive power, and announced, in or- 
r to prevent needless discussion, that 
ire was no objection to the introduction 
the Chinese clauses. The Bill is to be 

nitted on Wednesday. 
k)L. Baker moved the second reading of 

» Upper Columbia Navigation and Tram- 
7 Co’s Bill. Carried, the Bill being re- 

1 to the Standing Orders and Private 
i Committee.

Hr Sword moved the discharge of the 
1er for the second reading of the Railway 
1, as he intended to introduce another 
Ji to take its place. Carried.

On the motion for the second reading of 
Hen. Mr. Beaven’e Libel Bill,

Hon. Mr. Bhaven said, “stand ! ”
Hon. Mr Davie said ‘he had certain 

further amendments to offer to the Libel 
Bill, but had not proposed to hand them up 
until the bill waa printed, because he did 
not know where to place them until he had 
seen the amended measure. On com­
municating with the Queen’s Printer he 
discovered that the bill would not be re­
printed as amended because there had been 
so order of the House to that effect. At 
the suggestion of the senior member for 
Vancouver he had stated on Friday that he 
should have no objection to have a clause 
introduced, and, indeed, ho was prepared to 
more it, allowing one day to ellipse be­
tween the publication of a bill and the 
issue of a writ. He saw, however, in the 
Colonist that he was reported as having 
promised to bring in a measure, giving one 
day’s notice. He had not said so, and was 
nowhere else reported as having said ao.
For some reason or other the Colonist had 
chosen to roiareport what he did say on the 
subject, and, moreover, had based two lead­
ing articles of abuse on its erroneous.report 
of what he had said in the House.
. Mr Cotton said what he had understood 
wal^thet-the Attorney-General would be 
prepared to allow one day to pass after 
publication, so as to allow the newspaper 
to make explanations before the issue of the 
writ.

Mr Davie said that the Colonist had 
not announced the rejection by the House 
of the amendment of the member for Vic­
toria to provide for notice being given. He 
had said, and said so still, that he would 
move in the infection suggested by the 
member for Vancouver, t> allow one day to 
elapse before the issue of a writ to give a 
newspaper the opportunity of making mat­
ters better or worse.

The bill is to be reprinted as amended.
the pharmacy bill.

Dr Milne’s motion for the second read­
ing of the Pharmaceutical Bill was adopted 
and the House went into committee, Mr. 
Hunter in the chair.

After some discussion,
Mr. Hall complained of the time wasted 

•n thie bill, of which he could not approve, 
as treating an immense trade union. He 
thought it should have the six months’ 
hoist. He moved, therefore, that the com­
mittee rise.

Some farther discussion arose as to the 
necessity for such legislation, which, on the 
one side, was described as being of a class 
and of a local character. On the other 
hand, it was contended that the safety of 
human life demanded such an act, which in 
no way constituted a trades union. It was i 
further pointed out that such a law was 
specially needed in cities and towns.

Dr Milne moved, in amendment to Mr. 
Hall’s motion for the committee to rise, that 
the committee rise, report progress and ask 
leave to sit again. Carried.

The committee having reported,
Col. Baker presented the report of the 

Committee on Railways, asking for a ruling 
certain points of committee practice.
It being six o’clock, the Heuae rose, the 

Speaker saying that in future no strangers 
would he allowed on the floor of the House, 
admission to which must be confined to 

members, officers ef the House, and heads of \ 
departments.

The House resumed at 7:30 p.m., and 
i went into committee of the whole on the 
Summary Convictions Bill, Mr. Kellie in 
the chair.

In Committee,
Hon. Mr Davie proposed an amendnv :• 

to insert “one or more of the Directors" iu 
j place of “Secretary.” The Committee rose 
without reporting.

The Speaker announced that he would 
give his decision to-morrow on the Report 
of Private Bills Committee, asking if they 
could consider a petition against a Bill after 
that Bill was reported. This was in., refer­
ence to the Petition opposing Crow’s Neat 
and Kootenay’s railway bill.

Hon. Mr Davie moved the second read- 
, ing of the Supreme Court Bill, and re­
marked that in Westminster District es­
pecially, business would be facilitated by 
County Court Judges being able to transact 
Supreme Court business. The second read­
ing passed, and the bill was committed, Mr. 
Stoddart in the chair.

After some amendment to the first sec­
tion, the Committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked to sit to-morrow.

Adjourned debate on the second reading 
of the School Bill was taken up 

Mr. Semlin continuing his remarks of 
Friday, accused the Government of wishing 
to centralize the power in themselves by 
taking away the power* of trustees, and 
said the members of the Government could 
not devote themselves properly to their own 
departments aid the school department also.

I The teachers were quite capable of man­
aging their own institutes without Govern­
mental interference. The School Bill was 
retrogressive, and those interested in educa­
tional matters criticised it severely. .

I The second reading was carried, however, 
without a division ; the bill to be com-, 
mit ted to-morrow.J The House rose at 9:40 p.m.

notices of motion.
j By Mr Cotton—To add to the West­
minster and Vancouver Tramway bill a sec­
tion “ That’the company shall complete and 
equip that portion of its works, equipment, 
line and roadway, lying and situate be­
tween the boundaries of the cities of Van­
couver and New Westminster, before Dec. 
31, 1891.By Mr. Sword—To introduce a bill re­
specting damages to stock.

By Mr Sword—To move the adoption 
of the report from the committee on Rail­
ways, providing that the right of eminent 
domain upon special conditions, but with­
out the necessity of a special charter, be 
granted as a right to applicants for a rail­
way line.By Hon. Mr. Beavbn To add the 
Chinese clauses to the following bills : To 
incorporate the Burrard Inlet and Fraser 
Valley railroad ; to incorporate» the Chilli- 
whack railroad company ; to incorporate 
the Vernon and Okanagan railway ; to in­
corporate the Nicola Valley railroad ; to in­
corporate the Ashcroft and Cariboo rail­
road ; to incorporate the Vernon and Nel­
son Telephone Co., to incorporote the Toad 
Mountain and Nelson Tramway Co.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Urol Session of the Sixth Pnrilament.

TWENTY-SECOND DAY.
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 1891.

Mr Speaker took the chair at two

After prayers by Rev. D. Fraser,
Mr Cotton remarked that it had been 

reported that the second reading of the 
School Bill had been carried without divi-, 
sion, when a division had been taken. He 
kad hoped to speak on the subject ; but had 
expected the Land Bill to have occupied the 
entire session, and, in justice to himself and 
his associates, should be sorry to let it go 
abroad that it had gone without a division.

Hon. Mr. Robson said it had passed 
without division.

Hon. Mr Beavbn said the Speaker bad 
put the question, and it had been carried 
en division.Hon. Mr Robson—The House was not 
divided. PETITIONS.

By Mr Cotton—of 570 odd inhabitants 
et Vancouver, against the passage of the 
Sunday law.Mr Kitchen—of residents of Sûmes, 
against the British Columbia Dyking Co.’s ,
Bill. I

Mr Grant—of a number of residents of 
Victoria, opposing the passage of the Sun-

speakkr’s ruling.
The Speaker presented his ruling on the 

questions raised yesterday by the Standing 
•ommittee on railways.I am asked A rule on a question of privi­
lege raised by the hon. member for East 
Kootenay, upon the following points :

“ If a private Bill comes before the 
Standing Committee on railways or pri­
vate bills, and is passed by the committee 
with or without amendments, and the re­
port from the committee is received and 
adopted by the House, can petitions after­
wards be brought before the House against 
the Bill on its second reading, or on the 
future s ages of the Bill ?”Neil her May nor our own rules and 
orders place any restrictions on the right to j 
petition the House on any subject that is ! 
not in violation of the rules of the House. 
According to rule 57 of this House, ivl peti­
tions before or against a bill are considered 
as referred to the committee on Private 
bills; but, if the time limit for the considera­
tion of a petition by that committee shall 
have expired, it would be an arbitrary and 
■■constitutional stretch of authority to. 
deny the petitiçners the right to approach !

-, the House on the subject. The House is ,
1 entitled to all the light that can he thrown, 

by petition or otherwise, on a measure upon 
which it is asked to legislate. In the in­
stance before me, I think thé interests of 
the petitioners occupy a secondary position 
—the value of the information contained in 
the petition to the House being the first 
consideration.May (8th edition, page 022, says : “ When 
petitions relate, to any bill, or the subject 
matter of any motion appointed for con­
sideration, a member may present them be­
fore the debate commences, at any time dur­
ing the sitting of the House.” So jealously 
is this right of petition guarded in the 
House of Commons, that on one occasion a 
motion for the Speaker to leave the chair 
was withdrawn, in order to enable a mem­
ber to present a petition, and was repeated 
ns soon as the petition had been received.

I rule that the presentation of a petition 
to the House, under the circumstances set 
forth by the hon. member for East Koote­
nay, is in order. D. W. Higgins, 

Speaker.
On motion on Hon. Mr. Robson the 

ruling was ordered to be placed on the votes 
and proceedings.

reports.
Col. Baker presented the report of the 

Railway committee, reporting the bill of 
the Nelson & Fort Shepard railway com­
pany with amendment?. The report was 
adopted.Mr. Martin presented the report of the 
Private Bills and Standing Orders com­
mittee, reporting as correct the petitions1’ of 
the Toad Mountain k Nelson Tramway 
qompany, the Vancouver & Lulu Island rail­
way company, the Liverpool k Canoe Puss 
railway company.

NEW BILLS.
Mr. Kellie introduced a bill to incorpor­

ate the Toad Mountain k Nelson Tramway 
•ompany—Private Bills committee.

Mr. Cotton introduced the bill to incor­
porate the Vancouver k Lulu Island tail way 
company—Railway committee.

Mr Cotton—To incorporate the Liver­
pool k Canoe Pass railway company—

Mr. Martin—Bill to enable tho Okana­
gan Land and Development company, , 
limited, to construct telephone lines and | 
tramways in the towns of Enderby and 
VerBoB—Railway committee.Mr Horne—Bill to incorporate the Van­
couver k Lulu Island Electric Railway and 
Improvement company—Railway com-

After some discussion between Hon. i 
Mesar.-, Robson, Beaven and Peolejr aa to • 
what constituted a division, Mr. Speaker i 
said that the ayes and nays had been called, I 
on the School Bill.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
Mr Brown moved, seconded by Mr. 

Forster : “ Whereas the introduction of 
Chinese into the province is highly prejudi­
cial to the beat interests of the country, as 
Chinese can never become citizens in any 
true sense of the word ; therefore, be it re­
solved, that an humble address be pre­
sented to His Honor the Lieut.-Governor, 
praying him to take such steps as may seem 
best to him to induce the Dominion Govern­
ment to increase the tax on Chinese coming 
into the country from $50 to $200.”

He said his real object was to bring up 
the principle which could readily he pro­
nounced on. He did not ask the House to 
hind itself to the amount he had given fôr 
tiie poll tax, which could he made larger or 
smaller, as the House might desire. The 
best plan would be to keep the Chinese out 
of the country altogether.Hon. Mr Robson said he was prepared 
to go the length of $100, and would sup­
port $200 or $500 if he thought there were 
any chance of carrying it. But ha was sat­
isfied that tliero was much more likelihood 
of succeeding if the amount were placed at 
$100. Othorw.se the House would defeat 
ihe object it had in view. A reason 
able lequest would be granted, and 
one higher would be regard* d as a hostile 
act and would he refused. Hu thought the 
province ought to have two-thirds of the 
tax instead of what it now received. The 
Chinese came here to the detriment of the 
province, ond against the will of the pro­
vince. The better way to deal with them 
would he,to keep them out as much as pos 
sible rather than refuse them employment 
when they were here.Mr Horn b said if there were any chance } 
of getting a $500 poll tax he would pupport 1 
such a step. Thé best plan was. to keep 
Chinamen out of the country, not when 
they came here to prevent them exercising 
hoLCst labor. Let it be shown that we 
would tax them heavily for coming.

Mr Semlin favored a $200 rather than a

$100 tax, which would, he thought, tend ! 
altogether to prevent the Chinese coming. 
Let this House say what it thought would 
be effectual and ask for that. It the piin- 
ciple were to keep out the Chinamen, let us 
keep them out.

Mr Martin did not think this resolu­
tion would keep out the Chinese. He was 
an anti-Chinese man on principle, but to 
contended that every man should be at . 
erty to employ what labor he liked. He 
spoke of the service which the Chinese per­
formed at the canneries, but was sure that 
$200 would not keep them out. As well 
put it at $1,000 as $200. If anything 
would debar the Chinese it would be a tax 
of $100.

Mr Hunter said that John Chinaman 
was a far more important individual than 
he was supposed to.be. During the present 
session he had been spoken of on a number 
of occasions. Hie (Mr. Hunter’s) own views 
were well known. The Chinese were awere wen &uuwi.. —--------
detriment to the province, and on‘this ques­
tion, if the Dominion Government told this 
province to mind its own business he should 
not be surprised. The province he held to 
have all necessauy power to make its own 
legislation, to regulate and restrict Chinese 
labor, and he proposed to do so by prevent­
ing their employment on all public works.

Hon. Mr. Davie traced the history 
I of anti-Chinese legislation, saying that since 
; the poll tax had been imposed the ill 
effects of their presence had been the less 
felt. He believed that the poll tax was 
far better than all the laws which went to 
deny Chinamen the right to earn their 
bread while here. He was not prepared to 
go to the extent of such Chinese restric­
tion acts, as he would have done had there 
been no poll tax. Once the Chinaman was 
here, after having paid his poll tax, he had 
the right to work and earn his daily bread. 
There were, it was true, sonic cases in 
which he should be excluded from work.
He referred to public works to which con­
cessions were made. He pointed out that 
there were no restrictions against the Japa­
nese who were just as injurious as the 
Chinese, and should support this resolution, 
but believed it would he better to make the 
tax $100 instead of $200. Having a tax ; 
of $50 increase is a good poéition to get in 
the $100, which would be putting in a 
further portion 61 the wedge.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he had an amend­
ment to offer which went further than the 
present motion and thought, should be 
adopted by the House. That there was 
now, no necessity for an influx of Chinamen 
at the present time was manifest. They 
were not now employed in the adjoining 
state of Washington This was the most 
favorable portion of the North Pacific 
for the Chinese to land, which showed 
tbit our law was wrong. This was a 
question in which all were interested, and 

[ it was hut right that we should ask the Do- 
! minion Government to take more vigorous 
action. One reason v hy there was nothing 
done was because there w»s no cabinet mem­
ber at Ottawa from the Pacific Coast.

Hon. Mr. Davie—Why did not you get 
elected, and go into the cabinet yourself ?

Hon. Mr. Beaven—Because I should be 
very sorry to part with my old friend, the 
Attorney-General. Mr. Beaven went on to 
complain that the official interpreters ought 
to bo English rather than Chinese. Vessels 
should be restricted from carrying as many 
Chinamen aa they did at present. Then, 
the return certificates ought to be abolished. 
The system of return certificates was highly 
detrimental. If the members of th s Homo 
could not agree on many matters, be trusted 
they would be able to agree on this subject, 
knowing that the introduction of Chinese 
was most detrimental to this province. He



Mr. Braven moved, in amendment, sec­
onded by Dr. Milne, to strike out all the 
words after ** country ” in line 2, down to 
including “ $200” in line 6, and insert :

“ And whereas the ‘ Chinese Immigration 
Act of Canada ’ has proven in a great mea­
sure beneficial, but is in some respects de­
fective, more especially in that its third 
section permits the employment of a Chi­
nese as interpreter, and we consider it would 
be preferable that a suitable person of our 
own race should be obtained ;

“ And whereas the 5th section permits 
vessels to carry one Chinese immigrant to 
any part of Canada for every ton of its ton­
nage; but we are of opinion that a much 
larger restriction should be imposed, and 
fewer Chinese carried on each vessel, or 
their importation prohibited;

“ And whereas the 8th section imposes 
only an entrance duty of $50 on every per­
son of Chinese origin entering Canada, when 
$200 is in our opinion the lowest entrance 
duty that should be charged, if Chinese are 
allowed to enter Canada ;

“And whereas the 4th sub-section of the 
8th section provides that the entrance duty 
of $50 shall not apply to any Chinese per­
son who resided or was within Canada on 
1st January, 1886 ; and the llithsuL-seetion 
authorizes the issuance of a cei tificate of 
leave to depart and return to Chinese who 
wish to leaye and çeturn to Canada ; but, ia 
our opinion, the entrance duty shoulj) apply 
to all Chinese other than those «Mentioned 
in sub-sections (0.-/6nd (b.) or section 8, 
and the issuance of the above.mentioned 
certificates should be entirely abolished ;

“ Be it therefore Resolved, That a re­
spectful address be presented to His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council re­
questing him to take such steps as may 
seem best to him to move the Dominion 
Government in this matter.”

Mr. Reaves' continued—This $200 tax 
was manifestly insufficient, because itr whs 
well, known that even with the small,, 
amount of public works going on, contract- M 
ors had been ready to pay the present tax 
to get Chinamen. The sum. should not be 
less than $500 ; but it being useless in the 
temper of this House to stretch out for what 
this country would endorse, he had fixed the 
figure at not less than $200.

Col. Baker said that last week he had : 
been informed by an American contractor ! 
from Spokane that hundreds of Chinese j 
were employed on the railways on that side. , 
He pointed out that many of the Chinese ' 
who came here were British subjects from i 
Hong Kong, and the question arose had this 1 
country the right of taxing British subjects? j

Hox. Mr. Beaven spoke of the intense j 
feeling in the state of Washington, and in- ! 
stanced the city of Tacoma and Pierce j 
county, where even the ladies would not em­
ploy Chinese.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that in recently j 
going tp-tind coming from California he had i 
seen long lines o.f Chinamen employed on 
railways, and was informed that th«-y vt ere ! 
principally employed on such works. The i 
present was a quest ion of principle and of ; 
expediency als >, and the reason he was op­
posed t> a larLe figure was because he 
feared it would prejudice the who'e case, 
and prevent the obiainment of what was 
desired. He believed in excluding Japanese 
just as stringently as the Chinese. Indeed, 
they had not as strong claims as had the 
Chinese.

Hon. Mr. Torner said it looked as if 
many peop'e here h id Chinamen on the 

j brain, but he believed that if they had

I votes there would not be so much said 
against them. He did not say that there 
were too many Chinese at the present 

I time; they were not all bad ; they 
I helped the industries of this country 

very greatly. Indeed but for Chin­
ese labor many1 of them could, not 
have been started and carried on. Take the 

• aalmon iodusiry, some 420,000 cases were 
packed last year. The average cost of put­
ting them up was $3 75 per case, sometimes 
more. Out of this $1 went to England for 
freight, or $420.000 in alb All the Chinese 
received was about $2l0,dï)0, leaving $940,- 
000 expended among! wc rkirig people in j 
British Columbia. Man} of them, it is ' 
true, Indians, but tpe 1 irgest proportion 1 
were whites. Then/as regards the clearing 1 
of land ; large tracks had been cleared by 
Chinamen and sold to /white men. List j 
year owing to the lacy of Chinamen white 
mm had had to bs employed to clear lands 
at Saanich, in consequence of the cost of 
which it had not been possible to sell the 
cleared lands to white settlers. Chinamen 
did a considerable amount of good, and not 
all the harm laid at their doors. The 
Chinese were not, it was true, the most de­
sirable neighbors, but that could be regu­
late l by the authorities. At the canneries 
he hal had Japanese employed, and 
they were on much the same footing as the 
Chines*. He urged that no hatred of the 
Chinese should be allowed to exclude them, 

-and bring in the Japanese who were much 
like the former, but as one of his foremen 
.had said, had the white man’s vices.

M FoRSTRk said that the question of, 
reVum certificates had been well brought 
up by the leader of the Opposition, 
and he believed the system should 
be improved. Though he had seconded the 
motion, the amendment met his views bet­
ter than the original motion, and he should 
Support it.

Hon. Mb. Poolby did not believe in all 
the Chinese nonsense that he had heard 
talked here. He spoke of the important 
element the Chinese were in the salmon in­
dustry, saying that without cheap Chinese 
labor many industries could not he carried 
on. Of 1 ite years about half the Chinamen 
had left the country, and more were prepar­
ing to do so, while some of the Chinese 
merchants, on Cormorant street, were also 
talking a'«out closing up. There must, in 
this country, be a certain amount of cheap 
labor or we should not be able to get along. 
The impression was being formed, on com

Ctsnt authority, that the Chinese were to 
the future servants of the world. We 

had not too many Chinamen at present, and 
he wotild not vote to put them out. If they 
were totally excluded it would be a very 
serious loss. So far the Chinese had not 
contested the poll tax ; but if it were made 
much heavier they would do so. He spoke 
of the experiences of Queensland, where 
they had contested the tax, and we should 
tom hive the results of the’r contestations.

Mr. Cotton stated that he should sup­
port the amendment of the leader of the Op-

K-ition. Hs contended that what had to 
d me to get ri I of the Chinese was not to 

give them employment, and lie, for one, 
should see to the insertion in all possible 
Bills of the Cbiness clauses. Until such 
action were vigorously taken, the Chinese 
evil would not ha removed.

Hon. Mr. Davie reiterated his conten­
tion that unless the Japanese were re­
stricted they would cause the same amount 
of trouble as that which was now caused by 
the Chinese. He move ! an amendment to 
the amendment of the leader of the Opposi­
tion in effect to add the words “ and Japan­
ese,” wherever the word “Chinese," oc­
curred.

The Speaker ruled that the Attorney- 
General’s amendment could not be put to 
the House until it had been decided whether 
or not the words should be struck out,
which the leader of the Opposition proposed 
to substitute by his amendment.

Mr Skmlin contended th*t the Attor­
ney-General had handicapped the effort to 
restrict the Chinese by bringiug in tne 
J apanese. He was convinced that this would 
kill the proposition when laid before the 
Dominion authorities. They bad already 
dealt with the Chinese, and this was only 
increasing the tax upon them ; but they had 
never been caused to co isider this aspect 
of the Japanese question. If he did not 
give the Attorney-General credit for sin­
cerity, he should be inclined to think he 
bad brought up this proposition in order to 
kill the motion.

Mr. Keith said that he was prepared to 
a’low the Chinamen who were already here 
the opportunity of earning their livelihood, | 
but lie did not want to tee any more of 
them b. ought here. He complained that 
the amount of the proposed tax was not 
sufficient y large, and moved, in amend- j 
ment, to make the poll-tax $500, nothing 1 
less than whi h would keep them out, as 
contractors would pay it.

Mr. Hunter would like to know who 
those contractors were ?

Mr. Keith said he did not just remem­
ber, but he would; later on, inform the hon. 
member. He insisted that if this House 
favored the $50t) tax, it would show the 
Dominion authorities what this province re­
quired-

The Speaker said the amendment was 
out of order, at present, but could be moved 
at a sub-equent Stage.

Mr. Smith thought that the nateral de­
crease of the Chinese under the piesent 
system would accomplish all that was 
needed. No one was compelled to employ 
Chinese, He read a letter from his consti­
tuents opposing their employment.

Mr. RiMiBRS said that it was only a mat­
ter of time when the ill-paid laborer of the 
East would come here, and he for one would 
be prepared to put iu the heaviest restric­
tions upon ’he Chiue-e.

Mr. Hall said the cannery business 
could not be carried on for two-thirds more 
than its present cost without the*aid of the 
Chinese. He deprecated so much waste of 
time on the question. He believed that we 
should legislate for matt-re as they came 
along. His own hatred of Chinese w&s not 
at present as high as $200 a head. He had 
foun t the “Japs” a very desirable people on 
the coast, and he hoped the Hou -e would not 
commit itself to this almost lunatic legisla-

Dr. Milne consider'd every whiteman 
equal to five Chinamen in the interests of 
the country. He quoted at c<>n-iderable 
length the resolutions edopted in this House 
in 1885, and urged that everything possible 
be done to get rid of the Chinese nuisance. 
Indeed he was surprised to see the manm r 
m which there appeared to be a desite to 
shift this question.

Mr. Croft thought that if more atten­
tion were i aid to matters terrestrial than 
hadr c ntly been given to " matte»s celes­
tial the public intereus would have been 
better subserved. He pointed out the 
great use of the Chinese e'ement in the 
canning industry, and indicated that they 
might be turned to very great advantage in 
fruit growing. He drew a comparison be­
tween the Chinese and Japan se, the reason 
for bracks1 ting whom with the Chinese he 
could not imagine.

Hon. Mil Robson said he had never said 
a word which cou'd be construed into 
favoring the employment of Chinese labor 
on public works, and was annoy, d to see 
that S'ims members had misconstrued him.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said that on the East­
ern coist of America there we-e noChinese, 
and labor regulat-.d itself. But here the 
cose was different. We had so close to us

all the American railways and| canneries 
carried on with the aid of Chinamen at a 
low price, unless the Chinamen 
were excluded from the United 
States, we could not afford to exclude them 
here. He should vote against both the 
motion and amendment, believing it — 
all things considered—to be satisfied as we

Mr. Brown said that we must have a 
laboring class. If we wanted to have a 
prosperous country we must have vigorous 
and enterprising white labor, which could 
not be had with the presence of the 
Chinese. He should vote for the amend­
ment, but if that were not carried he 
should vote for his own jnotion. The ques­
tion was : should we have Chinese labor and 
the consequent backwardness or should we 
have a piospei ous growing country with the 
aid of white labor.

Mr. Grant said that there was certain 
industries which could not be carried on in 
this country without the aid of Chinese. He 
was satisfied, however, that even the 
Minister of Finanee would not care to 
assimilate with them. It was right to keep 
their numbers as small as possible, and he 
anticipated that in a few years there would 
be but few of them in this provinee. They 
had of late considerably decreased, so that 
it was impossible to supply all the Chinese 
labor that was asked for. The price at which 
Chinamen were to day working left them 
very little to send home. He could not go 
as far <fn this question as did the leader of 
the Opposition. Indeed, had he (Mr. Grant) 
been as well treated by his own people as 
by the Chinese he should have been much 
better of. But he could not say they were 
a very desirable class of inhabitants. With-. 
out them it would he impossible to compete

with the labor of the Frenchmen of Quebec, 
who were content to work lor 75 cents per 
JS*. rjieae were facts He thought the 
$5U head tax had done much for white labor, 
and deprecated the idea of entirely doing 
away with return certificat! g, which would 
be doing a very great injustice, and 
he would not <lo an injustice either to an 
Indian or a Chinamen.

M& Booth said cheap white labor was 
’ not likely to come in here for some time, 
a-d m the interval we must have the 
Chinese. He should vote in favor neither 
the motion nor the amendment.

Mr. Robson said he should vote against 
the amendment of the leader of the op- 
posit i m with the hope that the main 
motion would carry with the Attorney 
General s amendment tacked on it.

Mr Grant said he should vote for the 
amendment of the leader of the opposition, 
although he did not approve of the clause 
to do away with return certificates, in the 
hope that that portion of it would not be 
acted upon.

Hon. Mr. Bbayen’s amendaient was 
carried by 16 to 14,

Mr. Brown hoped the Attorney General's 
amendment would be voted down in such a 
way as to prevent similar action being taken 
again, as he was satisfied that it would de­
stroy the effect of the amendment, as the 
Attorney General must know well. It 
would raise an international complication 
that would put the matter out of court and 
cause the resolution to be pigeon-holed.

Mr. Hunter ha id that the member for 
Westminster had instated the matter from 
ihe first. The conditions of this province, 
w-ere such that he ventured to say that on 
the 1st of June, if the honorable gentleman 
came here in search of Chinese labor, he 
would find it difficult if not impose 
to obtain. He knew in fact that nmuufaot- 
urers already contemplated the obtain ment 
of labor from Japan in view of the uoasi 
bility of the Ch mse being kept out.

Mr Eberts took the ground that it had

never been contemplated by the poll tax to 1 
totally exclude the Chinese. Moreover, 
when the Chinamen came here it was not to 
be supposed that they were to be totally ex-1 
eluded from work. Any Chinaman could 
leave his country, hut a Japanese could not 
do so without getting a special permit from 
the government, and that was the reason 
they were not here in the same hordes as 
the Chinamen. The Japanese were wonder-1 
ful coal miners.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Robson, the de­
bate was adjourned, and the House ad-1 
journed at 5:45 till to-morrow, on which ' 
day there will be no evening session.

First Session of the Sixth Parliament

TWENTY THIRD DAY.
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 1891. 

After prayers by Rev. D. Ffaser, 
petition.

Mr Brown presented a numerously sign­
ed petition from New Westminster in favor 
of woman franchise.

REPORTS.
Col. Baker presented the report of the 

Railway Committee, reporting the Burrard 
Inlet Railway and Ferry Co. Bill . with 
amendments, and asking for an extension of 
eight days on the time for reporting Bills.

Col. Baker said that unless this report 
was agreed to, several bills would not 
possibly be dealt with.

Mr Martin said that he had also a 
report from the Private Bills Committee, 
asking on extension for two weeks.

As the messenger was conveying the re­
port of thé Railway Committee to the

Hon. Mr Beaven secured possession of 
it, for which he was reprimanded by the 
Speaker; bat he protested that he had 
asked for it before the Speaker had demand­
ed it.

The report of the Standing Orders Com­
mittee reporting the Bill of the New West­
minster and Burrard Inlet Railroad Co., 
also asking for an extension of time of two 
weeks for receiving reports on private Bills, 
was adopted and the extension of time 
granted.

Col. Baker withdrew that portion of the 
railway report relating to the extension of 
time, and as amended the report was 
adopted.

privilege.
Mb. Smith rose to a question ot privi­

lege, saying that he had found on his desk 
a paper entitled, “ Suggestions to the Min­
ing Commission.” He would like to know 
whether this was a regular document.

Mr Kellie said the Mining Commission 
had never authorized that paper to be 
placed on the desks, and whoever placed it 
there should take it off.

new bills.
Mr Cotton introduced a Bill to incor-

Eirate the Vancouver Northern, Peace 
iver and Alaska Railway and Navigation 

Co. Railway Committee.
Mr. Kellie introduced a Bill to incor- j 

porate the Nicola, Kamloops and Similka- j 
tneen Railway. Railway Committee.

Mr Smith said that the letter which he | 
Mad read yesterday from his constituents j 
said that if the Chinese were driven out ! 
farming would be starved out. It did not ; 
favor their further restriction.

RETURNS.
Mr. McKenzie moved for a return show­

ing the area of all that portion of the land 
•onveyed to the Dominion Government un­
der section 3 of an Act intituled, “ An Act 
relating to the Island Railway, the Graving 
Qççk Fid Rajlw— lands 'of the Pro- 
vlLoe,,< lying to the noithwatd of 
a lihfc running east and west half­
way between the mouth of the Courtenay 
River (Comox District) and Seymour Nar­
rows ; also, for a return showing the aiea 
of the lands alienated up to 19th December, 
1883, by Crown grant, pre-emption or oth­
erwise, within the limits of the grant men­
tioned in section.3 of the Act entitled, “An 
Act relating to the Island Railway, the 
Graving Dock, and Railway Lands of the 
Province,” and for a return showing the 
school reserves, Indian Reserves, naval or 
military reserves, and reserves for general 
public purposes within the limita of the 
grant to the Esquimalt and Nanaimo rail­
way company, the several areas, and situa­
tions thereof. Carried.

Mr Sword introduced a bill entitled an 
Ac* respecting damage done to stock.

Mr. Eberts introduced a hill to incorpo­
rate the Hot Springs and Goat River Tram­
way company.

Referred to Railway committee.
EMINENT DOMAIN.

Mr. Sword moved that the following re­
port from the select standing committee on 
railways be adopted :

“Your committee respectfully recommend 
to the House that before any of the present 
private railway bills before the House are 
taken into consideration, the Government 
lie requested to consider the advisability of 
amending the present Railway Act by in­
troducing a clause which will pro­
vide that the right of eminent 
domain upon special conditions, but with­
out the necessity of a special charter, be 
granted as a right to applicants for a rail- 
wav line. ”

Hon. Mr Robson suggested that the 
motion be postponed.

Col. Baker said the object was simply to 
ask the Government to take this subject in- 
to consideration.

Mr. Sword consented to allow the mat- 
!?nt£,ta“1' “J the debate was adjourned 
till Tnesday.

SETTLEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

Mr Anderson moved that in the opinion 
of this House the time had arrived when 
greater interest should be taken in the 
settlement of the public lands. Twentv- 
two years ago he had taken up public lands
hi,?* %l,Ch ?,iatrlct’and “ke many others 
had not been able to clear more than 25 per 
cent, of his land, which wa, a Iom not 
alone to the settlers, but to the count™ at 

epoke of the large quantities of Und which explorer, had shU toUopaa 
for settlement, If, meantime, they had not 
teen elienated. But in order to induce
thin.6 10 *ettI<L ‘I. te.mote <li“ricta some 
thing more should be done than now
,!d°r“ver' frequently Ending Miller, went 
into the interior and not finding land the- 
was not taken up came back to the towns 
dïc?nr*gtd' V the Government had some 
officials whom they ooald send ont with car 
ties who required lande to section. tSÜT, 
were really available many people woold go 
ont, and with favorable inducement. 
down. The fact was that too mZ1.ÜÎ 
had taken up more land than they Lulr^‘ 
and were in fact land boor. Were 
laid off in plota of 00 or 60 ocras it wouldT* 
^ help both t. the settle^end^the j

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.



ISLATURE-
th Parliament.

D DAY.
Feb. 25, 1891. 

». F Amer,

numerously sign- 
itminster in favor

te report of the 
ing the Burrard 

Go. Bill with 
|r an extension of 

sporting Bills, 
ilen this report 
sills would not

he had also a 
ills Committee,

iveying the re- 
imittee to the |

i possession of 
nanded by the 

that he had 
er had deroand-

t Orders Com­
be New West- 
Railroad Co., 

of time of two 
on private Bills, 
snsion of time

portion of the 
he extension of 

report was

estion ot privi- 
ind on his desk 
ms to the Min- 

like to know 
ocument. 
g Commission 
paper to be 

oever placed it

Bill to incor- 
them, Peace 
d Navigation

Bill to in cor­
and Similka-,

imittee. 
iter which he ! 
constituents j 

re driven out I 
• It did not '

return ehow- 
of the land

Ivemment un- 
ed, “ An Act 
, the Graving 
if the Pro- 
tthwaid of 
West half- 

le Courtenay 
eymour Nar-

!ving the aiea 
th December, 
ption or oth- 
ie grant men- 
ntitled, “An 
tailway, the 
Lands of the 
ihowing the 
res, naval or 
for general 
limits of the 
maimo ra il­
ls, and situa-

entitled an

to incorpo- 
iRiver Tram-

.Uowing re- 
gommittee on

recommend 
the present 

b House are i
government 

isability of 
Act by in­
will pre­

eminent 
but with- 

lehartev, be 
* for a rail-

that the

simply to 
subject in-

|w the mat-
adjourned

the opinion 
rived when 
ten in the 

Twenty- 
ublic lands 
'«ny others 
han 25 per 

11 loss, not 
country at 
«antities of 

be op»n 
?y had not 

Jto induce 
ricts some- 
Ihnn now. 
[tiers went 

land that 
the towns 

• had some

Iwith par­
tions that 
would go 
°ts settle 
•y settlers
required,

* the land 
I Would be 
Fr *nd the i

Hon. Mil. Robson said he fully agreed with 
the remarks of the last speaker, who, if he 
only knew what the Government was doing, 
would discover that they were only carry­
ing out his ideas. The Government had 
several schemes, one of them to bring from 
the old country a number of eligible settlers 
who would be placed out without a finan­
cial charge on the country. The legislation 
which the Government had in hand was to 
discourage land speculation and to encour­
age small holders. The Government had 
already sent out survey parties and was 
seeking all possible information as to public 
lands so that there might be in the public 
offices all information with respect to the 
condition of the different parts. The 
trne policy was not to bring people here to 
look for a needle in a hay stack. Mean­
time the Government was acquiring infor­
mation and was developing schemes to place 
out settlers among, them about a hundred 
old country people now residents in the 
United States. The remarks of the honor­
able gentleman fully-met with the approval 
*>f the Government, and now, having ob- j 

tained the information he sought, he trusted 
he would withdraw his motion.

Hon. Mb. Beaven said that the Govern­
ment had almost refused to make surveys, 
and it was evident that, in the opinion of 
.the member for Victoria District, the Gov­
ernment was not entitled to his confident 
He did not think the motion should bewi .i- 
drawn. There ought to be a land office at 
Vancouver to prevent people going across 
the Sound. He denounced the existing land 
system, but admitted that the Government 
had made some surveys, about which be 
regretted that little was known.

Mr. Andkrson asked to withdraw his 
motion, saying that hie. object had been at­
tained in the encouraging announcement 
made bv the leader of the Government.

Mb. Semlin said that the new Land Act, 
now before the House, did very little to 
facilitate settlement He asked the leader 
of the Government to let the House know 
all about those hundred families who were 
to be brought from the (States.

The debate was postponed.
QUESTIONS.

Mr. Sword asked the Commissioner of 
Lands and Works : (a.) What applica­
tions to purchase, under section 29 of the 
“Land Act,” are now subject to forfeiture ?
(b.) What land has been applied for under 
this section, the purchase of which has not 
been completed ? (c.) What are the names 
of the parties who have not completed their 
purchases under this section, the dates of 
their applications, the situations, and acre-
^Hon. Mr. Vernon replied that the hon. 

gentleman would findinformation astothisin 
the journals of 1889, since which time there 
had been applications for some 250,000 
acres, a number of which had not yet been 
completed. During the last six months 
about 54,000 acres had been applied for un­
der section 29. As to the other questions, 
the commissioner stated that so comprehen­
sive and voluminous were the documents 
that it would be well if the hon. gentleman 
would call at the Lands and Works office, 
where perfect access could be had to all the

THE WELLINGTON TROUBLE.
In answer to Mr. Mackenzie,
Hon. Mr. Pooley said it was 

not to his knowledge that any 
person, verbally or otherwise, con­
sulted or communicated with, the Provin­
cial Government, or any of its members or- 
deputies, concerning the sending of the 
militia to Wellington last summer; prior to 
the calling out of that force.

VANCOUVRRjt'ATBR WORKS.

Mr. Martin moved the second read­
ing of the Vancouver Water Works Bill.
Most of the points of difference bad, he 
said, been settled and he did not think that 
there was anything which could not be set­
tled in committee.

Mb. Cotton asked that this bill be not 
pressed. He had only seen the bill last 
night as amended, and it was only fair to 
postpone it until he had been able to send 
it to the mayor and corporation for their 
VOnsi^Hion. They were the parties most, 
concerned.

In answer to Mr. Hunter, I
Mb. Martin said that the member for I 

Vancouver had had sufficient opportunity to I 
consult his constituents. It seemed to him j 
that the object of the Vancouver Corpora­
tion was to compel the Water Works com-1 
pany to sell out to them at a nominal 
figure. .

Mr. Horne said it would be unfair to 
press the second reading to-day. The copy 
he had in his hand was the first he had 
seen. He did not think it would be fair to 
press it.

After a long discussion, the second read­
ing was hold over till Tuesday.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
In resuming the debate,
Hon. Mb. Robson said that he believed 

the whole performance of yesterday, in 
connection with the Chinese question, was 
calculated to prejudice the entire matter, 
and he wished it could be got rid of so that 
something more moderate would pass and 
something be secured from Ottawa. But 
the majority ruled, and he waa convinced 
that mischief would have been done in the 
minds of the Dominion Government.

Mr. Skmlin objected to the tacking on of 
the Japanese question, which would render 
the resolution nugatory.

Mr. Keith thought that, for the success 
of the movement, it might possibly be well 
to withdraw the Japanese reference. Their 
influence had not yet been felt here.

Hon. Mr. Robson—Prevention is better 
than cure.

Mr. Keith said he agreed with what the 
Attorney-General had said on this subject, 
but he believed it would be better not to 
pass that amendment.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that had the course 
he proposed been adopted fifteen or sixteen 
years ago with respect to John Chinaman 
there would not have been the trouble there 
was now. The Japanese he believed to be 
just as objectionable as the Chinese. They 
worked for just as small wages as the 
Chinamen, and were, therefore, especially 
objectionable to the working people. He 
was prepared to withdra w his motion be­
cause he did not wish to have it said that 
he had been the means of preventing the : 
necessary regulations.

Mr. Booth suggested to reconsider the 
action of yesterday and to substitute $100 
for $200.

Hon. Mr. Robson contended that it 
would not do to wait till the Japanese 
camé. An ounce of prevention was worth 
a pound of cure, and should be applied 
now. Why should the Chinese be legis­
lated against and not the Japanese ? To 
tack on a Japanese resolution would not in­
jure the object in view.

Mr. Brown hoped the amendment would 
be withdrawn.

Hon. Mr. Davie having formally with­
drawn his Japanese amendment,

The original motion of Mr. Brown, as 
amended by Hon. Mr. Heaven’s amend­
ment, adopted yesterday, was rejected by 
16 to 13.

The question, as proposed, was—“ Shall 
the resolution us amended pass.” The fol­
lowing is the division : Yeas—Semlin, 
Grant, McKenzie, Cotton, Kellie, Milne, 
Heaven, Horne, Brown, Forster, Keith, 
Davie, Stoddard, Fletcher—14.

Nays—Sword, Kitchen, Smith, Baker, 
Robson, Vernon, Booth, Hall, Nason, 
Pooley, Turner, Martin, Çroft, Hunter, 
Rogers, Anderson—16.

The House went into committee on the 
Westminster and Vancouver Street Rail­
way company bill, Mr. Smith in the chair

The committee rose and reported pro­
gress, and the House adjourned at 6 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE- 
First Session of the Sixth Parliament.

TWENTY FOURTH DAY.
Thursday, Feb. 26, 1891. 

Mr. Speaker took the chair at two

After prayers by Rev. D. Fraser, 
PRIVILEGE.

Hof. Mr. Beavkn rose to a question of 
privilege, with reference to a matter which 
occurred yesterday, when the report from 
the Railway Committee was introduced.

The Speaker said that he had an ex­
planation to make which he thought would 
render any remarks by the hon. member un­
necessary. He (the Speaker) had directed 
the sergeant-at-arms to convey the report 
back to the member for East Kootenay. The 
sergeant-at-arms, having been previously 
asked by Mr. Beaven to bring the report to 
him, and not understanding, (as be has 
■usee explained) the direction of the 
Speaker, carried the report to Mr. Beaven, 
who, being unaware of the Speaker’s in­
struction, retained it. A few minutes later, 
continued Mr. Speaker, I was amazed and j 
annoyed to find that the report was in the 
hands of the leader of the Opposition, in­
stead of Col. Baker’s hands, and, knowing 
nothing of the request of Mr. Beaven, com­
mented severely upon what I conceived to be 
an irregularity on his part. Since yester­
day the matter has been explained by the 
sergeant-at arms, and I have now no hésita 
tion in saying that the leader of the Opposi 
tien was in no sense to blame for what oc 
curred, and I offer him an apology for what 
I said.

Mr. Beaven expressed himself entirely 
satisfied with the explanation, and the mat­
ter dropped.

FEW BILLS.
Hof. Mr Vernon introduced a bill re­

specting land surveyors.
Dr Milne—Bill to amend the Graveyard

Act.
Mr Sword—Bill to amend the British 

Columbia Railway Act.
mail service 

Mr Martin moved “That whereas at 
the present time the mail service for the 
Oso>oo8 District ia a monthly service to 
Camp McKinney, to the great inconvenience 
of the inhabiiante of the said district; And 
whereas it would be for the greatest benefit 
of the inhabiiante ot the said Osoyoos Dis­
trict to have the said mail service extended 
to Rock Creek and changed to a fortnightly 
Instead of a monthly service; Be it therefore 
Resolved, That a humble address be pre­
sented to His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor in Council, praying him to take steps to 
cause the said mail service to be extended to 
Rock Creek, in the Osoyoos District, and to 
change the Sime to a fortnightly instead of 
a nv nthly service. ”

The motion was carried.
Mr Cotton moved the second reading 

ef the Bill relating to the New Westmins­
ter and Burr aid Inlet Telephone company’s

Mr. Cottton explained that the Bill was 
to enable the company to extend its opera­
tions in the Westminster district. They 
also sought power to amalgamate with 
other companies so as to be able to supply a 
more efficient service. The motion was 
carried, and the Bill read a second time.
FEW WESTMINSTER AND VANCOUVER STREET

RAILROAD.
Mr Kitchen moved the House into 

Committee on the Bill relating to the West- 
minster and Vancouver Street railway com- 
panv, Mr. Smith in the chair.

Mr Cotton said he had no wish to era- 
harass the company, and was therefore pre­
pared to allow of a clause to enable the 
Lieut-Governor in Council, if he deemed it 
necessary, to extend the time.

Hon. Mr. Robson thought that a reason­
able extension of time should now be made, 
suggesting that it be to June or July. He 
re«d a t-levram from thecompanytanounoing 
that two miles of the road were graded, and 
that the material had been shipped, hut 
that the company desired to provide against 
all possibility of accident. He thought it 
beat not to burden the Lieut-Governor in 
Council with such a duty aa that the mem- 
W fnr Vancouver contemplated.

""on n.oliou of Mr. Colton the foltowing I 
__ opetion was added: That the Com 

pany «hall complete and equip that portion 
of its works, equipment, line, and roadway 
lying and situa: e between the boundariea 
of the cities of Vancouver and New West­
minster. before March 31, 1891.

Mr Cotton said that he would be Pre­
pared to allow some concession ; but, if the 
vompany did not proceed with their work, 
a new organization would, he had under­
stood, be desirous of obtaiuiug powers from 
this House next session. He would not in­
ject to an extension to March 31st, loir-, 
instead of to 31st December, 1891.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved to add the 
Chinese clauses to the bill.

Mr Kitchen said that, on the introduc­
tion of the bill, he had said that there 
would be no objection to the Chinese 
clauses ; but, yesterday, he had received a 
telegram from the secretary of the company, 
Mr. Forin, saying that the contracts hud 
been given out and that the work had been 
begun. On this account, the insertion of ; 
the Chinese clauses might complicate mat­
ter-. while, so far, no Chinese had been em-

Mr Be xvkn said that the insertion 
of the clauses instead of injuring the com­
pany would benefit it. It was manifest 
that no Chinese were to be employed, and 
therefore the clause could not injure them 

Hon. Mr. Robson argued that this was 
not a public work, and that the insertion of 
the clause would be an interference with 
private rights, and at the same time be : 
taking a mean advantage of the company.

Mr Cotton said that it waa true neither 
o* the companies had Chinese clauses in j 
their original charters, but it was stated by 
them last year that they had no object one 
to the Chinese clauses. Now, however, 
after the rejection yesterday by a small ma­
jority of 16 to 14 of the Chinese resolutions, 
they plucked up courage and said “don t 
put in the Chinese clauses.” Let the House 
give practical oroof of their desire to re­
strict the * hi*" c. There was ample white 
labor in Vn c /er and New Westminster, 
and it would be considered an outrage were 
Chinese to be allowed to world' on this enter-
PrHoN. Mr Robson said he had been burn­
ed in effigy in New Westminster because he 
had objected to the employment of Chinese 
labor on the railway leading into that city. 
The line should be drawn so as to prohibit 
Chinese only on enterprises which were re­
ceiving a provincial grant, but to interfere 
with this company which sought no money 
grant waa just as much as to say to any 
householder that he should not employ a 
Chinaman to cook his dinner. 1

Mr Cotton said the case was altogether 
different to the condition of affairs at the 
time to which the leader of the Govern­
ment referred. Then there was a short sup­
ply of white labor, and it was desired to 
push thr-ugh the mad, but, to-day, the case 
was utterly different.

Mr Horne insisted on the insertion of 
the Chinese clause. ,

Mr Kitchen stated that though he had 
Mow been requested to secure the non-in­
sertion of the Chinese clauses, he had an­

nounced, on the introduction of the bill, 
that the clauses might be inserted without 
objection, and he should therefore vote for

After a long discussion on the insertion of 
the Chinese clauses, they were lost on a 
vote of 15 to 13.

Hon. Mr Beaven announced that lut 
would bring up the clauses when the bill was 
reported to the House.

The committee rose and reported.
. Mon. Mr Robson presented a petition, 

signed by over 1,500 people, with relation 
to liquor licenses.

The bill relating to gold and other min­
erals was set down for second reading to­
morrow.
BURRARD INLET AND FRASER VALLET R R

Mr Kitchen moved the second reading 
of the Burrard Inlet and Fraser Valley 
Railway bill. The company, he said, bad 
not made their locations, but the road would 
open up a valuable section of country and 
would have a branch into the Chilliwhack 
valley. He could not say when the surveys 
would be completed, but work was to be be­
gun within two and completed in five years. 
Carried. To he committed th-morrow.

Mr Rogers moved the second reading of 
the 6

I ASHCROFT AND CARIBOO RAILROAD BILL.
1 Mr Semlin objected that this was 
merely a promoters bill, as the road could 
not manifestly be built for the capital pro­
vided by the amended bill.

Col. Baker said that roads were gener­
ally built by syndicates, who issued bonds, 
which they guaranteed. The capital stock 
in itself had but little to do with the build­
ing of roads. They were built upon the 
bonds.

Hon. Mr Beaven pointed out that, irre­
spective of the land and money grant for a 
wide or a narrow gauge road, the company 
waa entitled to a mineral royalty. He 
held that, on this heavily bonused road, the 
desire was to take away the safeguards pro­
vided, and materially reduce the amount of 
the. capital stock. He had understood and 
believed it to be true t-hat this enterprise 
had been offered for sale at an exorbitant 
figure before the original charter passed the 
House last year. He knew that persons 
had made large profits by merely obtaining 
charters and selling them.

Hon. Mr Davie was not prepared to 
throw the hill out. There might be a good 
explanation, though he had not heard it.
The incorporation of this company and the 
building of the road were of the utmost 
importance to the province and the dis­
trict of Cariboo. The amount of the 

. original capital $10,000,000 might have 
been more than enough to build it. He 
regarded the selling of charters to capita­
lists as perfectly legitimate. Capitalists 
did not usually procure charters, but if the 
E^n!^tera were *blo to sell them for 
$20,000 or $50,000 each, there was a 
guarantee that the road would be built. In 
that way great advantage would be done to 
u* province. He could only wish 

that the promoter» of the Canada 
Western could sell their charter for a good 
round sum, as in that way the building of 

ro*® would be assured. In order that 
there might he more information before the 
House he moved the adjournment of the 
debate. !

Mr Cotton regarded the construction of 
this road as of the utmost importance. 
Bonds, he explained, were the first charge 
upon the company, but he wanted explana­
tions as to why the capital stock was to be 
reduced from ten millions to one. He 
differed from the Attorney-General, as to 
the practice of selling railway charters.
We had a country rich in mineral 
resources yet he would like 
to know why, though we gave such heavy 
land grants and royalties we could not get 
railways built. On the other hand, in 

! W ashington they were proceeding rapidly.
He hoped the discussion would be postponed 

: until the resolution as to eminent domain j 
of the member for New Westminster Dis­
trict brought up yesterday, were taken up 
and disposed of.

Mr. Brown should support the Bill, for 
which he would go further than for most 
bills. He pointed out thi^t the country was1 
not yet ready for so many proposed railways.
In a large number of cases roads could not1 
be built without land grants. We were, 
however, living too much on capital. It 
was a poor and wasteful policy to grant 
charters to promoters for the mere sake of 
allowing their charters to be sold.

Mr Nason agreed with the proposed ad­
journment of the debate, saying tnat on a 
future occasion he knew his colleague could 
give better explanations.

Col. Baker said that this road connected 
with the Canadian Pacific railway, and 
therefore came under the Dominion Act.

Mr. Kellie said he understood the Gov­
ernment were going to take steps to do] 
away with the royalty clauses, and he for ! 
one should like to see the debate adjourned 
until the Government’s intentions were an­
nounced.

Hon. Mr Robson said the motion for a 
bill to repeal the royalty sections was on 
the paper, but he did not see why that fact 
should iutei fere with the second reading.
He was perfectly satisfied to accept the bill 
when dealt with by the railway committee.
It could be easily understood that the large 
capitalization of the company had been au 
obstacle in the way of forming the company, 
the law providing that a certain amount of 
capital must be subscribed and p^id up be­
fore work was commenced. The cost of the 
road, however, did not depend on what the 
amount of capital was, ana if the company 
thought it best for their interests to reduce 
their stock, he should not object. The road 
was one of the most important in the coun- j 
try, and should have a particularly strong | 
claim upon the province owing to the Im­
mense advantages that it would confer.

Mr Rogers said there were 73 farmers 
in the Cariboo district,and three flour mills, 
with immense tracts of land open for culti­
vation, all that was required being means 

: of access. It was in addition to the 
mineral resources an immensely well- 
favored district.

Mr Horne dwelt on the importance of 
this road, and held that every encourage­
ment should be given, by every legitimate 
means, to roads which would open up the 
country.

Mr. Grant said that without Cariboo, 
British Columbia would have been very 
little, and with railways to it old Cariboo 
would astonish the province and the entire 
world. He had been largely interested 
there and he was sure that railways would 
do immense things for it, but all the other j 
advantages and resources were as nothing j 
io what might be got out of the j 
mines, and when the Cariboo mines 
were developed a market would be 
found for all the immense natural products 
of the district. What was wanted was 
railways- He should, after the explana­
tions which had been made, vote for the 
second reading.

Hon. Mr. Beaven complained that the 
company formed last session had done 
nothing. The question was, would this 
House, by passing this hill, assist in the 
construction of the road or "merely place 
money in the hands of speculators ?

Mr Nason reiterated that the sale of the 
charter would ensure the construction oj 
the road. He described Cariboo as one o 
the richest mineral countries in the world, 
which could only be developed by a rail-

| way. It was so far inland that it waa 
| almost impossible to work a mine. It bad 
been proved that even the low grade orea 
could be worked at a great profit, end he 
trusted every member would give this bill 
his hearty support. He spoke of the diffi­
culties in the way of road building, bus as 
far as route was concerned it was a com­
paratively easy line to build, and would be 
built provided the concessions were granted.

Col. Baker explained that last year not 
a few railroads and steam lines had been 
hindered in their inauguration by the finan­
cial crisis, which was one good reason why 
the road had not been commenced. He 
should vote for the railway, and all railways 
that came up.

Mr Skmlin withdrew his opposition to 
the second reading.

Dr Milne asked how the company were 
going to start the road on one million dol­
lars, when it would take eight million dol­
lars to build it

Mr Stoddard explained the changes in 
this bill from the original one, and said that 
they had been well considered and devised.

Mr Kellie thought the railway policy 
of the country was all wrong. He believed 
in developing the country, but reflected 
that the province would bitterly regret 
granting such large tracts of land. The 
land grants on the island and mainland had 
materially retarded progress.

The bill was read a second time.
On motion of Mr. Kitchen, the 

CHILLIWHACK RAILWAY 
I Bill—a length of 25 miles—was read a sec- 
I ond time.

Mr Kitchen spoke of the resources of 
the section and the necessity it had for be­
ing brought to the Vancouver market.

Mr Martin moved the second reading 
of the

VERNON AND OKANAOON RAILWAY
Bill. He said it would traverse a district j 
very similar to that of the Cariboo road, : 
and would open up a similar country. It 
would be of the utmost benefit to the sec­
tion and to the entire province. The chances 
were that the mines that would be reached 
would be of the richest and most product!--


