


Purpose of Transvestia
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  our s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  i n  t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  o f  her  p e r s o n a l i t y  are  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  to  and r e p r e s s i v e  t o wa r d  t he  m a l e  who  d i s 
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m a l e  d o e s  n o t  irrply s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t he  n e e d s  of  t he  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who  has  d i s c o v e r e d  t he  e x i s t a n c e  of  
hi s  or her  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and s e e k s  to  e x p r e s s  i t .

T R A N S V E S T I A ,  t h e r e f o r e  is p u b l i s h e d  by,  for,  and 
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

E N T E R T A I N M E N T - - E D U C A T I O N -  - EXPRESSION
by m e a n s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ’ s p u r p o s e  is to  h e l p  i t ' s  r e a d e r s  to  p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MIND
It ' s  p o l i c y  is t o  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  o f  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
to t he  f i e l d  o f  t he  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Wi t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of  any  k i nd  t he  f i e l d s  of  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and 
d o m i n a t i o n  are  l e f t  to  o t h e r s  to d e v e l o p .

T R A N S V E S T I A  has ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  in i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and to 
a i d ,  by any  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t he  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  k n o w
l e d g e  of  t he  f i e l d  to  f u r t h e r  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t  by 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r 
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e a r  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t o o  l ong  
b e e n  t h e  l o t  o f  t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It i s  h o p e d  t h a t  TR A N S 
VES TI A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  wi t h  o t he r s ,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

ft####«##$$#$*#####

" Whe n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  t w o  o n e .  . . and w h e n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  
MALE AND THE FEMALE I NTO A SINGLE O N E . . . t h e n  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  of  Jesus" f rom  
t he  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to T h o m a s " .
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tf-o-beuesi

by  F r a n  ( 4 9 - C - l )  F P E

As I s i t  h e r e  i n  t he  q u i e t  of  a warm s u m m e r  a f t e r 
no o n  l o o k i n g  over  t he  b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  my  
l i f e  s e e m s  v e r y  p e a c e f u l .  A g e n t l e  b r e e z e  i s  l i f t i n g  
t he  b r a n c h e s  o f  t he  t r e e s  a b o u t  as i f  to the  r hyt hm of  
a l o v e l y  w a l t z .  In t he  d i s t a n c e  t he  d e e p  b l u e  wa t e r  
of  a l a r g e  l a k e  f l o w s  t o wa r d  t he  h o r i z o n  to b l e n d  i n t o  
a s e r e n e  p i c t u r e  of  n a t u r e ’s b e a u t y .  I c a n ' t  h e l p  but  
g a i n  a f e e l i n g  of  t r a n q u i l l i t y  w i t h i n  my  h e a r t ,  a f e e l 
i n g  of  p e a c e  of  mi n d  t h a t  I h a v e  not  kno wn u n t i l  onl y  
t he  r e c e n t  y e a r s  of  my l i f e .

It  s e e n s  so l o n g  a g o ,  a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  f rom the  
p l a t e a u  of  h a p p i n e s s  I now e n j o y ,  t ha t  my e x i s t e n c e  
was a n y t h i n g  but  t r a n q u i l ,  for I h a v e  kno wn a l i f e t i m e  
of  u n h a p p i n e s s  and d e s p a i r  in my  t h i r t y - o n e  y e a r s .  How 
c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  c a n  be w h e n  i n s i g h t  is g a i n e d  
i n ,  t he  p e r p l e x i n g  desires t ha t  h a u n t  s o m e  me n  from 
t he  dawn of  t h e i r  m e m o r y  to the  dusk y e a r s  of  t he i r  
e x i s t e n c e .  How t r a g i c  b o y h o o d  c a n  be  wh e n  l o c k e d  in  
t he  h e a r t  of  a c h i l d  is the  s t r a n g e ,  c o m p e l l i n g  d e s i r e  
to enjj<$y t he  l o v e l y  t h i n g s  of  the  f e m i n i n e  w o r l d .  How 
d i f f  i c u l t  i t  i s  for a y o u n g  boy  to c l i m b  the  l a d d e r  of  
ma n f i o o d ,  l i v e  up to the  e x p e c t a t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h e  by un
k n o w i n g  p e o p l e  , and at  t he  s a m e  t i m e  suppress  the  c o n 
s t a n t  h u n g e r  to be  l i k e  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l s  he  s e e s  and a-  
d o r e s .  How n a i v e  h i s  l i t t l e  mi n d  is  wh e n  he  t h i nks  
t h a t  one  m o r n i n g  h e  w i l l  wa k e  to f i nd  h i m s e l f  c h a n g e d  
i n t o  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l  he  d r e a ms  h i m s e l f  to b e .

I c a n  w e l l  r e m e m b e r  the  p r a y e r  of  my c h i l d h o o d :
" God b l e s s  M o m m y  and Da d d y  and p l e a s e  m a k e  m e  a 
l i t t l e  g i r l ! ” As far b a c k  i n t o  t he  pas t  as I c a n  rem em 
ber ,  my e m o t i o n s  we r e  c o n f u s e d  wi t h  d e s i r e  to l o o k  like 
a g i r l  and be  a b l e  to dress  as o n e .  T h e r e  was  no appar
e n t  r e a s o n  for th i s  d e s i r e  to  w e a r  p r e t t y  dr e s s e s  because  
I was  not  f o r c e d  to do so or was  i t  e v e n  s u g g e s t e d .  In 
t rut h ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  was  a s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e 
t w e e n  b o y s  and g i r l s  u n t i l  I was  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  l a d .  
P e r h a p s  t he  c u r i o u s i t y  of  i g n o r a n c e  l e d  me  to t he  d r e s s 
er d r a we r s  of  my m o t h e r  and s i s t e r .  None-  t h e l e s s ,  o n c e  
e x p o s s e d  to t he  c l i n g i n g  f e e l  o f  s i l k  I b e c a m e  addicted  
to i t .  A b o u t  t he  a g e  o f  t e n ,  my f a t h e r  l e f t  to  work on
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the West  C o a s t  and n e v e r  r e t u r n e d .  Wi th h i m  w e n t  my  
blurry i m a g e  of  m a n h o o d  and a b i g  p o r t i o n  of  w h a t  happ-  
ness  I had k n o w n .

It w a s n ’t l o n g  a f t e r  my f a t h e r ’s d e p a r t u r e  t h a t  my  
de s i r e s  s t a r t e d  to  b l o o m .  T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom one  p iece  
of c l o t h i n g  to d r e s s i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  was  m a d e  q u i t e  f a s t  
n a t u r a l l y .  By t he  a g e  of  e l e v e n  I was  d r e s s i n g  up in my  
s i s t e r ’s c l o t h i n g  at  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  and wi t h  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  c o u r a g e  p r o g r e s s e d  to c l o s e t s  of  t he  l a d y  who  
r e n t e d  an a p a r t m e n t  u p s t a i r s .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  I was  
c a u g h t  by the  l a d y  r e n t e r ,  but  s t r a n g e l y  n o t h i n g  was  
done  and I m a n a g e d  to m a k e  s o m e  sort  of  e x c u s e  a b o u t  
wo n d e r i n g  how I wo u l d  l o o k  as a g i r l .  T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  
c a m e  h o w e v e r ,  i n  the  form of  s e l f -  g u i l t  w h i c h  I carried  
for y e a r s  a f t e r .  I b ur i e d  my h u m i l i a t i o n  and g.ui l t  in 
the  a c t i v i t i e s  of  b o y h o o d .  From t h a t  m o m e n t  on I tried  
to e x c e l  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  t ha t  I d i d .  Thus  a p a t t e r n  of  
l i f e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t hat  I f o l l o w e d  for a l m o s t  20 y e a r s .  
The  d e s i r e  to dress  as a g i r l  would b e c o m e  so g r e a t  that  
that  I was  f o r c e d  to surrender  to i t .  I vd uld e n j o y  a 
happy  f e e l i n g  of  s e c u r i t y  and f e m i n i n i t y  and s t ay  dress
ed as l o n g  as p o s s i b l e ,  e a c h  t i m e  w i s h i n g  I c o u l d  l i v e  
as a g i r l  the r e s t  of  my l i f e .  Af t e r  t a k i n g  the  c l o t h e s  
of f  and p l a c i n g  t he m n e a t l y  a w a y ,  I w o u l d  f a l l  i n t o  a 
de e p  d e p r e s s i o n  and t hen p l u n g e  h e a d l o n g  i n t o  the  
m a s c u l i n e  wor l d  to f o r g e t .

From grade  s c h o o l  to h i g h  s c h o o l  the  p a t t e r n  r e 
m a i n e d  and onl y  wh e n  dre s s e d  as a g i r l  did I know any  
f e e l i n g  of  w e l l  b e i n g  and p e a c e  of  m i n d .  I was  d r i v e n  
to b e c o m e  the b e s t  at  w h a t e v e r  I d i d .  In sport s  I e x 
c e l l e d  and was  a l w a y s  e l e c t e d  the  c a p t a i n  of  the  t e a m .  
S i n c e  t h i n g s  we r e  not  t o o  g o o d  f i n a n c i a l l y  at  h o m e ,  I 
worked  at p a r t - t i m e  j o b s  t hr ough h i g h  s c h o o l ,  but  s t i l l  
m a n a g e d  to r e c e i v e  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  i n  sport s  and b e c o m e  
c a p t a i n  of  the  f o o t b a l l  t e a m .  T h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  I 
d i d n ’ t dress  was  dur i ng  f o o t b a l l  s e a s o n  b e c a u s e  of  a 
f ear  t ha t  God wo u l d  pun i s h  me  i f  I wore  a n y t h i n g  f e m i 
n i n e .  My pr aye r  c h a n g e d  d ur i ng  t h e s e  y e a r s  to  : "Please  
God, t ake  a wa y  my d e s i r e  to d r e s s - u p  and m a k e  me  a 
good b o y ! "  I b e g a n  to h a t e  my s e s s i o n s  wi t h  f e m i n i n i t y  
but  c o u l d n ’ t o v e r c o m e  the urge and s oon wo u l d  g i v e  i n .  
As a s e n i o r  in h i g h  s c h o o l  I b e c a m e  an honor  s t u d e n t ,  
c h a i r m a n  of the  s t u d e n t  c o u n c i l  and was e l e c t e d  c l a s s  
pre s i d e n t .
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Al l  t hr ough  t h e s e  y e a r s  o f  a d o l e s c e n c e  and i n t o  t he  
t eens  I had the  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  of  a g i r l  f r i e n d ,  I a d m i r 
ed g i r l s  so mu c h  t ha t  I w a s ' l o s t  wh e n  one  r o m a n c e  ended  

and woul d  q u i c k l y  f i nd  a r e p l a c e m e n t .  I had no p r o b l e m  
in m e e t i n g  g i r l s  or i n  g e t t i n g  t h e m  to go w i t h  me  b e 
c a u s e  t h e r e  we r e  no a p p a r e n t  a s p e c t s  of  my p e r s o n a l i t y  
to worry a n y o n e  but  m y s e l f .  D e e p  i n  my h e a r t  and deep 
in a trunk i n  the  b a s e m e n t  we r e  l o c k e d  my s e c r e t  desires. 
A pair  of  p i nk p a n t i e s ( s l i g h t l y  f r a y e d ) ,  a n y l o n  s l i p ,  a 
gar t er  b e l t ,  bra and s t o c k i n g s  w i t h  runs i n  t h e m  m a d e  
up my s e c r e t  w a r d r o b e .  T h i s  was  q u i t e  l i m i t i n g  of  
c o u r s e ,  so I t o o k  a dress  or two f rom my s i s t e r  and k e p t  
t h e m for a w h i l e , m a k i n g  b e l i e v e  t h e y  we r e  my v e r y  own. 
T h e r e  we r e  s e v e r a l  narrow e s c a p e s  w h e n  a f r i e n d  w o u l d  
c o m e  to the  door  or a m e m b e r  o f  the  f a m i l y ,  w o u l d c o m e  
h o m e  to s o o n .  On t wo  o c c a s i o n s  I was  f o und  c o m p l e t e l y  
dr e s s e d  by my m o t h e r .  She n a t u r a l l y  b e c a m e  u p s e t  and  
and as ke d  a l o t  of  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  I c o u l d  no t  a n s w e r .  I 
was t o l d  t ha t  t h i s  was  wr o ng  and b o y s  j u s t  d i d n ' t  we a r  
g i r l ’ s c l o t h e s ,  but  I m a n a g e d  to c o n v i n c e  my m o t h e r  that 
I h a d n ’ t dr e s s e d  s i n c e  the  l a s t  t i m e  she had f o u n d  m e .
My s t r a n g e  b e h a v i o r  was  s oon  f o r g o t t e n  a l t h o u g h  I know  
i t  c a u s e d  my m o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  wo r r y .

Af t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  I m a d e  a g o o d  l i v i n g  at  c o n s t r u c 
t i o n  work,  but  h a t e d  i t .  Lat er  I t r i e d  d r i v i n g  r a c e  c a r s  
to p r o v e  m a s c u l i n i t y  to the  w o r l d .  A f t e r  t wo  s e a s o n s  in 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  r a c i n g  and a f e w  ne ar  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w i t h  
d e a t h ,  I d e c i d e d  to j o i n  the N a v y  but  was  r e j e c t e d  due  
to f l a t  f e e t .  Soon  a f t e  r , h owe  ve  r , U n c l e  S a m d e c i d e d  to 
draf t  me  i n t o  the  Ar my ,  f l a t  f e e t  and a l l ,  so I l e f t  my  
ski r t s  b e h i n d  and t r i e d  to wi n  t he  Ko r e a n  War.  For almost 
a y e a r  t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  to dres s  was  l o s t  and my d e s i r e s  
d i m i n i s h e d  a g r e a t  d e a l .  When I c a m e  h o m e  on l e a v e ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  f e l l  b a c k  i n t o  p l a c e .  I was  s o o n  d r e s s e d  in  
c l o t h e s  I bo t h  l o v e d  and h a t e d .  W h i l e  on a n o t h e r  leave, 
my d e f e n s e  was  c o m p l e t e l y  s h a t t e r e d  w h e n  I saw a lovely 
l a c e  t r i m m e d  s l i p  in the  w i n d o w  of  a dres s  s h o p .  B e f o r e  
I kne w wha t  had h a p p e n e d  I had p u r c h a s e d  a c o m p l e t e  
o u t f i t  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  d a i n t y  red p u m p s .  C h e c k i n g  i n t o  
a m o t e l ,  I e n j o y e d  a p e a c e f u l  w e e k e n d  as a l a d y  of  
f a s h i o n .  It  was  at  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  v e n t u r e  out
s i d e  of  the  l o c k e d  r o o m s  of  f e a r .  F i r s t  for a f e w  s t eps ,  
t h e n  a wa l k  anS l a t e r  a d r i v e .  T h e  f r e e d o m  of  b e i n g  
a w a y  f rom h o m e ,  p l us  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  I c o u l d  pass
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as a g i r l  we r e  t h r i l l i n g  and o p e n e d  a n e w era  o f  my  
l i f e .  Ea c h  t i m e  I w e n t  out  d r e s s e d  the  t h r i l l  b e c a m e  
g r e a t e r  and t he  p e a c e  of  m i n d  I r e c e i v e d  l a s t e d  lon ger.

T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r om an a r my  u n i f o r m  to a c o l l e g e  
c l a s s r o o m  b r o u g h t  ne w h o p e s  t h a t  a f resh  s t ar t  i n  l i f e  
was  t he  a n s w e r  to  my  a n x i e t i e s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  
c o l l e g e  I b u r n e d  a l l  t he  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  I had i n  a futile 
a t t e m p t  at  f r e e d o m .  I was ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  v e r y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  
by e x a m  t i m e  to f i n d  m y s e l f  r u m m a g i n g  t hr o ug h  the  
s e c o n d - h a n d  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e s  for a dress  and s h o e s .  Af t e r  
a f e w  s e s s i o n s  o f  d r e s s i n g  i n s t e a d  of  s t u d y i n g  I a g a i n  
d e s t r o y e d  my  d r e s s e s  and f e l l  i n t o  a l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  d e 
p r e s s i o n .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a m e  so bad t h a t  I d e c i d e d  
to c o n s u l t  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  in h o p e  o f  g a i n i n g  s o m e  measure 
of  r e l i e f  f r om t he  o v e r p o w e r i n g  t e n s i o n  t ha t  was  haunt
i n g  m e .  i ,  l i k e  m o s t  of  us,  t h o u g h t  I was  the* o n l y  
m a n  on t he  wo r l d  wi t h  t he  s t r a n g e  d e s i r e  to dress  as a 
w o m a n .  I e v e n  b e g a n  to r e s e n t  my d a t e s  b e c a u s e  of  
itherel l o v e l y  c b t h e s .  T h e  f i r s t  a p p o i n t m e n t  wi t h  t he  
p s y c h i a t r i s t  b r o u g h t  o n l y  mo r e  worry b e c a u s e  as he  put  
i t  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e l p  c o s t s  m o n e y ” . I p a i d  h i m  my  
e n t i r e  s a v i n g s ,  ar o und  $100 d o l l a r s  and d i d n ’ t e v e n  find 
out  t h a t  I was  a t r a n s v e s t i t e .  He was  k i nd  e n o u g h  to  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  I s i g n  m y s e l f  i n t o  t he  s t a t e  m e n t a l  hospital 
w h e r e  t he  t r e a t m e n t  was  f r e e .  P e r h a p s  h e  did h e l p  me  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s h o c k  of  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  b r o u g h t  on t he  r e a l 
i z a t i o n  t h a t  I had to s o l v e  my  p r o b l e m  s o m e  way  and 
p r o b a b l y  by m y s e l f .

S o m e  m o n t h s  l a t e r  t h i n g s  b e g a n  to l o o k  g l o o m y  
a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  I c o n f i d e d  i n  a v i s i t i n g  p r i e s t  i n  the  
p r i v a c y  o f  a c o n f e s s i o n a l .  A f t e r  t e l l i n g  the  p r i e s t  
e v e r y t h i n g  but  w h a t  I s h o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  h i m ,  I f i n a l l y  
s u m m o n e d  a l l  of  m y  c o u r a g e  and b l u r t e d  'out, ” I dress  
i n  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s ,  Fa t he r "  and b e g a n  to c r y .  Hi s  words 
t o o k  m e  f r o m h y s t e r i c s  to  s h o c k .  "So w h a t " ,  he  s a i d .
" If  t h a t ' s  a l l  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g ,  y o u ' r e  t he  b e s t  
c u s t o m e r  I h a v e  had a l l  d a y " .  He e x p l a i n e d  s e v e r a l  
t h i n g s  to  m e ,  e n d i n g  up by s a y i n g ,  "I f  y o u  d o n ' t  ha r m  
a n y o n e  i n  any  wa y  and i t  s e e m s  t h a t  y o u  r e a l l y  mu s t  
put  on y o u r  d r e s s e s ,  t h e n  by a l l  m e a n s  do s o " .  For the  
f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my  l i f e  I f e l t  l i k e  a d e c e n t  h u m a n  b e i n g .  
A f t e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  f e e l i n g  c o n s t a n t  g u i l t  I f e l t  some 
d e g r e e  of  p e a c e  and s e l f  r e s p e c t .
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It was  a y e a r  l a t e r  t h a t  I m e t  a v e r y  l o v e l y  g i r l  
and b e g a n  d a t i n g  her  e v e r y  e v e n i n g  t h a t  I w a s n ’ t study
i n g .  By t h i s  t i m e  I was  a j u n i o r  i n  c o l l e g e  and l i f e  
l o o k e d  b r i g h t e r  t han  e v e r  b e f o r e .  We w e n t  t o g e t h e r  
and b e c a m e  e n g a g e d  in the  S p r i n g .  Du r i n g  t h e s e  months 
my d e s i r e  to dress  d i s a p p e a r e d  and I was  t r u l y  h a p p y .
We m a r r i e d  in the  F a l l  and I l e a r n e d  s o o n  wh a t  true  
h a p p i n e s s  was  r e a l l y  l i k e .  I d i d n ’ t t e l l  her  a b o u t  my  
s t r a n g e  d e s i r e s ,  b e c a u s e  by t hi s  t i m e  I was  t r u l y  c o n 
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o n e  f o r e v e r  and my pas t  was  best 
f o r g o t t e n .  S e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e  h o w e v e r ,  
t h i n g s  b e g a n  t o  h a p p e n  as t h e y  had a t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  be
f or e  and my  d r e a m s  and h o p e s  w e r e  c r u m b l e d  i n t o  a 
m i l l i o n  p i e c e s .  Fi r s t  s o m e  p a n t i e s ,  t h e n  a bra;  n e x t
n y l o n s ------- . I r e m e m b e r e d  wh a t  t he  p r i e s t  had s a i d .
But now i t  was  d i f f e r e n t ;  I w o u l d  be  h u r t i n g  s o m e o n e  
t h a t  l o v e d  and t r u s t e d  me  v e r y  m u c h .

With C o l l e g e  b e h i n d  and t he  c h a l l e n g e  of  a new  
c a r e e r  f a c i n g  me  I m a n a g e d  to o v e r c o m e  t he  c o n s t a n t  
t e m p t a t i o n s  to  d r e s s .  Wo r k i ng  day  and n i g h t  and w e e k 
ends  a l s o ,  my  s e c r e t  d e s i r e  was  k e p t  s e c r e t  and at  an 
a b s o l u t e  m i n i m u m .  Hard work c a n  s o m e t i m e s  s o l v e  one's 
p r o b l e m ’s but  hard work a l o n e  w i t h o u t  an o u t l e t  for the  
f r u s t r a t i o n s  of  l i f e  c a n  p r o d u c e  u n b e a r a b l e  t e n s i o n .  I 
d e c i d e d  t h a t  I w o u l d  rid m y s e l f  of  f e m i n i n e  o b s e s s i o n s  
o n c e  and for a l l  by g o i n g  t o  a g o o d  p s y c h i a t r i s t  and  
s t i c k i n g  w i t h  h i m  no m a t t e r  wh a t  t he  e x p e n s e .  A b o v e  
a l l  e l s e ,  I d i d n ' t  wa n t  to hur t  my  w o n d e r f u l  w i f e ,  so  
o f f  I w e n t  to  a s e c o n d  c o u c h .  T h e  d o c t o r  was  f rank  
and s e e m e d  to know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  T V i s m .  He t o l d  
m e  t h a t  i f  I r e a l l y  w a n t e d  to g e t  rid of  the  p r o b l e m  i t  
c o u l d  be  d o n e .  Af t e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  w i t h  t he  psychiatrist 
we w e r e  p r o b i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  my  c h i l d h o o d .  It  s e e m e d  
t h a t  we w e r e  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  e x c e p t  for one  t h i n g . w h i c h  
was worse than my  o r i g i n a l  p r o b l e m .  Af t e r  e a c h  s e s s i o n  I 
w o u l d  b e c o m e  so d e e p l y  d e p r e s s e d  t h a t  I c o u l d n ’ t e v e n  
w o r k .  I t r i e d  to  rid my  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t he  b o t t o m  of  a 
b o t t l e  and s t a r t e d  c o m i n g  h o m e  ” h a l f - h a p p y  " w h i c h  
r e a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  my  w i f e .  She  k n e w I was  h a v i n g  p r o b 
l e m s  and k e p t  a s k i n g  w h a t  was  t r o u b l i n g  m e .  She  wa n t 
ed to h e l p  m e  but  I w o u l d n ’ t l e t  h e r .

One day  I g o t  c a r e l e s s  and l e f t  an a p p o i n t m e n t  card 
i n  a s h i r t  p o c k e t .  My w i f e  w a i t e d  a f e w days ,  but  f i n a l 
ly,  a f t e r  w o r r y i n g  h e r s e l f  s i c k  a b o u t  m e ,  t he  b i g  question
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c a m e .  We we r e  l y i n g  i n  bed  l a t e  on S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  
wh e n  she  s a i d ,  " I kno w th e r e  is  s o m e t h in g  s e r io u s  
b o t h e r i n g  y o u ,  h o n e y ,  and I know th a t  y o u  a r e  s e e i n g  
a p s y c h i a t r i s t  a b o u t  i t .  I w a n t  t o  h e l p  y o u ;  why  won't. 
y o u  l e t  m e ” ? How c a ii  I t e l l  h e r  I h a v e  to  d r e s s  i n  
w o m e n s  c l o t h e s  or go  c r a z y ?  What  w i l l  she  t h i n k  of  
m e ?  P u l l i n g  m y s e l f  t o g e t h e r  as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e  I knew 
t h a t  t h i s  was  t he  m o m e n t  o f  t r u t h .  I had t o  t e l l  h e r  
now!  It w a s n ' t  f a i r  to  g o  on k e e p i n g  h e r  i n  c o n s t a n t  
w o n d e r .  I f i n a l l y  m u m b l e d  s o m e t h i n g  a o b u t  h a v i n g  a 
c o m p u ls io n  to  w ea r  d r e s s e s .  H er rem a rk  c a m e  l i k e  > , 
l i g h t n i n g  and s t r uc k  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  my  h e a r t .  ” Is t h a t  
a l l  i t  i s ;  my  G od, I t h o u g h t  i t  wa s  s o m e t h i n g  s e r i o u s . " 
We t a l k e d  for s e v e r a l  h o u r s ,  e a c h  hour  b r i n g i n g  m o r e  
r e l i e f  to  my> b u r d e n e d  h e a r t  > and u n i t i n g  us th r o u g h  t h e  
bond o f h er  Lmve and, c o m p a s s i o n .  ^ Wi th t he  g l i t t e r i n g  
rays  o f  d a w n  c a m e  t h e  b ir th  o f  n e w h o p e  and h a p p in ess . 
We b o t h  f e l t  a s t r o n g , t o g e t h e r n e s s  t h a t  w i l l  l a s t  a l i f e 
t i m e .  ~ ’ f ; . ' ' • • — '•■VfS *'■' "■■■*"' ■

T h e  d a y s  t h a t  f o l lo w e d  w ere  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a new 
and w o n d e r f u l  c h a p t e r  i n  my  l i f e .  T h e r e  w e r e  o f  course, 
m a n y  u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t io n s  on b o th  o f  our p a t f s  b u t weV" 
we r e  now s h a r i n g  t he  p r o b l e m s  and a n x i e t i e s  t h a t  had  
b u i l t  up be  c a u s e  o f  iny f e a r s *  A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  my  
w i f e  p h o n e d  me  at  my  o f f i c e  to t e l l  m e  t h a t  a b o o k  had 
a r r i v e d  f r om C a l i f o r n i a  and a s k e d  i f  s h e  m i g h t  r e ad  i t  
b e c a u s e  I had p u r c h a s e d  i t  for b o t h  of  us .  When I c a m e  
h o m e  she had a l r e a d y  f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g  ” T r a n s v e s t i a  " 
and her  f i r s t  s t a t e m e n t  was ,  " W e l l  h o n e y ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  
we'le no t  a l o n e ” . I e x c i t e d l y  read e a c h  p a g e  r e a l i z i n g  
that  at  l a s t  I had f ound a w o n d e r f u l  s o u r c e  of  k n o w l e d g e  
w r i t t e n  a b o u t  p e o p l e  w i t h  d e s i r e s  and p r o b l e m s  e x a c t l y  
l i ke ,  my o w n .  I i m m e d i a t e l y  g a i n e d  a d m i r a t i o n  and r e 
s p e c t  for Dr.  P r i n c e  or m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
h e r e  was s o m e o n e  who  k n e w t he  h e a r t a c h e s ,  g u i l t  and  
f ears  t h a t  I had k n o w n  a l l  o f  my  l i f e  and y e t  had t h e  
u n s e l f i s h  c o m p a s s i o n  t o  r i sk h i s  own r e p u t a t i o n  and  
s e c u r i t y  i n  order  to  h e l p  o t h e r s .  My p r o b l e m s  s e e m e d  
so very  s m a l l  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  p e r s o n  
from C a l i f o r n i a .

A f e w da y s  l a t e r  I r e c e i v e d  a g i f t  f r om my  w i f e ,  
and on t he  p a c k a g e  w as a c a r d  s a y in g ,  " T o  Fran w i t h  - 
Love ” . I n s i d d  w e r e  t wo  d r e s s e s  she  had b o u g h t  for  m e ,  
my f i s t  f e m i n i n e  g i f t *
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The y  d i d n ’t f i t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  but  h o w  h â p b y  I was  to  
have a dress  of  my own t o  h a n g  i n  t he  c l o s e d 1 and not  in 
the trunk of  my c a r .  From t h i s  p o i n t  we e x p e r i m e n t e d  
t o g e t he r  and i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e  Fran had  h e r  own  
l o v e l y  t h i n g s  to we a r  w h e n e v e r  she  w a n t e d  t o .  T h a t  
summer  we t o o k  a t h r e e - w e e k  v a c a t i o n  and at  t he  s u g 
g e s t i o n  of  my w i f e  we  t o o k  Fran a l o n g .  For t h e  f i r s t  
t i me  in my  l i f e  I was  a b l e  to  w e a r  my  l o v e l y  c l o t h e s  
in p u b l i c  w i t h o u t  f e a r  or g u i l t .  We d r o v e  a c r o s s  t he  
e n t i r e  c o u n t r y  as g i r l  f r i e n d s  e a t i n g  in t hé  parks ,  v i s i t 
ing a l l  the  s c e n i c  p l a c e s .  At  my s i d e  was  t h e  g i r l  I 
l o v e  , a l w a y s  r e a d y  to h e l p  m e  b e c o m e  a l a d y  and there
fore in turn,  a b e t t e r  m a n .

The  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  m a n y  b l e s s i n g s  
i n t o  my l i f e .  H e a d i n g  t he  l i s t  are t wo  b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  
da ug ht e r s  w h i c h  I w o r s h i p ;  t wo  mo r e  r e a s o n s  for l o v i n g  
my w o n d e r f u l  w i f e .  T h r o u g h  T r a n s v e s t i a  and V i r g i n i a  
I h a v e  l e a r n e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  m y s e l f  and r e p l a c e  g u i l t  
with p e a c e  of  mi n d  and f e a r  wi t h  c o n f i d e n c e  in t h e  
f u t u r e .  I h a v e  m e t  m a n y  T V ’s t h r o u g h o u t  t he  c o u n t r y ,  
f i n d i n g  t h e m  a l l  v e r y  f i n e  p e o p l e  and c o n s i d e r  t h e m  my  
dear f r i e n d s .  Each  t i m e  I dress  i n  my b e l o v e d  c l o t h e s  
F r a n ’s p e r s o n a l i t y  b e c o m e s  mo r e  m a t u r e T 1 I f i n d  h e r  a 
w o n d e r f u l  f e m i n i n e  c o u n t e r p a r t -  to my m a l e  s e l f .

Fran is  at l a s t  f r e e  to  l i v e  in t he  o p e n  as she  a l w a y s  
d r e a m e d .  She c o m e s  and g o e s  as she  p l e a s e s ;  g o e s  
s h o p p i n g ,  a t t e n d s  c h u r c h ,  t a k e s  t r i ps  a l l  by h e r s e l f  or 
r e l a x e s  in the  p r i v a c y  of  her  b e a u t i f u l  c o u n t r y  h o m e .
Her g i r l  f r i e n d  t a k e s  her  to m o v i e s  and on p i c n i c s  w i t h  
the  c h i l d r e n .  F r a n ’ s g i r l  f r i e n d  ( my b e l o v e d  w i f e  ) i s  
e x t r e m e l y  thought ful  w h e n  s h o p p i n g  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  i n  
ma n y  l o v e l y  f e m i n i n e  g i f t s .  Th i s  p a s t  C h r i s t m a s  was  
the  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  of  F r a n ’s e x c i t i n g  ne w l i f e .  A m o n g  
the m a n y  n i c e  t h i n g s  t h a t  she  r e c e i v e d  was  a b e a u t i f u l  
l a d i e s - w r i s t  w a t c h  w h i c h  is v e r y  p r e c io t i iT o  he r  h e a r t .  
When Fran g o e s  s h o p p i n g  she a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r s  to p i c k  
s o m e t h i n g  up as a s ur pr i s e  for he r  g i r l  f r i e n d  b e c a u s e  
she knows  how t h r i l l i n g  i t  i f  for t he  f e m t d i n e  e g o  to  
r e c e i v e  an u n e x p e c t e d  p i e c e  of  l i n g e r i e  br j e w e l r y .  
Wh e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e  Fran h e l p s  wi t h  t h e  f rbusework or 
wi t h  the  c h i l d r e n  so t ha t  t he  w o m e n  of  rth e  h o u s e  c a n  
e n j o y  a f e w hours  of  w e l l  d e s e r v e d  r e l a x a t i o n .  Last  
y e a r  Fran m e t  t h e  g i r l s  of  t he  Be t a  C h a p t e r  and e a c h  
mo nt h  she puts  on her  p r e t t i e s t  dress  and d r i v e s  to
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C h i c a g o  t o  v i s i t  wi t h  he r  f e m i n i n e  f r i e n d s  and do some 
s h o p p i n g .  On a r e c e n t  re t ur n  t r i p  f rom C h i c a g o ,  Fraft 
b e c a m e  a l a d y  i n  d i s t r e s s  by r u n n i n g  out  o f  g a s .  Thaink 
g o o d n e s s  th e r e  are g e n t l e m e n  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  one 
c a m e  a l o n g  and t o o k  c a r e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  Fran s t o o d  by 
i n  a l a d y l i k e  m a n n e r  w h i l e  t he  m a n  put  gas  i n  her  cat;  
she  t h a n k e d  h i m  for h e l p i n g  h e r  and c o n t i n u e d  on her 
wa y  h o m e .  A n o t h e r  w o n d e r f u l  t h r i l l  for Fran i s  to  attend 
c h u r c h  on S u n d a y s .  Wi th a p e r k i e  l i t t l e  hat  or a s i l k  
s c a r f  on h e r  l o v e l y  l i g h t  brown t r e s s e s  she j o i n s  t he  Sun
d a y  p a r a d e  of  l a d i e s  who  s how o f f  t h e i r  n e w e s t  d r e s s e s .  
On one  s uc h  o c c a s i o n  Fran f ound h e r s e l f  s i t t i n g  n e x t  to 
h e r  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  who  t h o u g h t  s he  was  j u s t  a n o t h e r  wom
a n .  A f t e r  she  c o m p o s e d  h e r s e l f  she  n o t i c e d  how i n t e r e s t 
ed  h e r  b r o t h e r  s e e m e d  in he r  n y l o n  c l a d  k n e e s ,  so wi th  
t h e  i m p i s h n e s s  o f  her  f e m i n i n e  e g o  she  e n j o y e d  t e a s i n g  

Turn w ith  a s l i g h t  t ug  on he r  h e m l i n e .  She  c o u l d n ' t  help 
but  w o n d e r  wh a t  h i s  r e a c t i o n  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i f  h e  knew 
th e  g i r l  s i t t i n g  n e x t  to  h i m  was  a ls o  h i s  y o u n g e r  brother.

How d i f f e r e n t  my l i f e  i s  t o d a y  t ha n  i n  t he  past . ,  I j 
h a v e  n o t  o n l y  l e a r n e d  to e x p r e s s  my  f e m i n i n e  d e s i r e s ,  
b u t  a l s o  t o  t a k e  my p l a c e  i n  a m a n ' s  w o r l d .  Each  y e a r  
I do  my  s ha r e  for  s o c i e t y  by w o r k i n g  on s e v e r a l  com m u- 
i t y  p r o j e c t s .  For t he  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  I h a v e  b e e n  nomiE 
a t e d  for t h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  Award w h i c h  g o e s  to J 
t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  y o u n g  ma n  of  t he  y e a r  i n  my c o m m u n i t y ]  
My a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  t he  t r a n s v e s t i c  d e s i r e s  i n  my h e a r t  
ha s  c h a n g e d  c o m p l e t e l y ,  a l l o w i n g  me  to rid m y s e l f  of  
g u i l t  and f e a r .  Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  I t o l d  a g o o d  f r i e nd  a l l  
a b o u t  my  d e s i r e  to dres s  as a w o m a n  and e x p l a i n e d  the  
t r e m e n d o u s  r e l i e f  I h a v e  f ound by b e i n g  a b l e  to e x p r e s s  I 
m y s e l f  f r e e l y .  Hi s  r e a c t i o n  was  w o n d e r f u l .  He not  onl y  
w a n t e d  to kno w a l l  a b o u t  T V i s m ,  but  w a n t e d  to m e e t  
Fran i n  p e r s o n .  S i n c e  he  k n e w my  m a s c u l i n e  h a l f  v e r y  
w e l l ,  h e  was  n a t u r a l l y  s ur pr i s e d  to  f i nd an e n t i r e l y  d i f f 
e r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  Fran.  T h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  my  f r i e n d  
s u g g e s t e d  was  t o  h a v e  a d a t e  wi t h  Fran w h i c h  t urned  out  
t o  be  a w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  for bo t h  of  us .  In the  pas t  
f e w  w e e k s  my  f r i e n d  has  p r o v e d  hfow w o n d e r f u l l y  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  a n o n - T V  c a n  b e .  On our d a t e s  he  t r e a t s  me  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  and d i g n i t y .

In p a y m e n t  for t he  h e l p  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  
t o  r e c e i v e ,  I h o p e  t h a t  I c a n  i n  turn h e l p  o t h e r s .  I 
b e l i e v e  t he  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  g a i n i n g  a c c e p t a n c e  by o t he r s
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i s  t hr ough  b e t t e r  s e l f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on t he  part  of  the  
F P . V i r g i n i a  has  b r o u g h t  us k n o w l e d g e  t hr ough  t rans -  
v e s t i a  but  i t  i s  up to us to  f o l l o w  her  e x a m p l e  o f  c o u r -  j 
a g e  and c o n t i n u e  to h e l p  o u r s e l v e s .  By o r g a n i z i n g  i n t o  
l o c a l  g r o ups  we  c a n  g a i n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o ur 
s e l v e s  and e x t e n d  a h e l p i n g  h a nd  t o  t he  t h o u s a n d s  of  
T V ’s who  are  s u f f e r i n g  t he  g u i l t ,  and f e a r  we  a l l  know  
so  w e l l .  I was  r e c e n t l y  a b l e  to h e l p  o r g a n i z e  t he  Theta  
C h a p t e r  o f  FPE and h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  w i t n e s s  t o  i t s  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  T h e t a  i s  g r o w i n g , n o t  o n l y  i n  member*  
sh ip , but  in p u r p o s e  as w e l l .  Each  t i m e  a s i s t e r  TV 
u n l o c k s  t he  door  of  f e a r  we  a l l  grow s t r o n g e r  in m a t u r 
i t y  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  How c a n  a n y o n e  wh o  has  known  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  f e m i n i n e  and m a s c u l i n e  h e a r t  and r e 
c e i v e d  t he  h e l p  of  o t h e r s  n o t  e x t e n d  h i s  had to  t h o s e  
s t i l l  i n  d i s t r e s s .

T h e  sun i s  s e t t i n g  now on t h i s  l o v e l y  s u m m e r  day  
w h i c h  i s  c o m i n g  to an e n d .  My h e a r t  i s  no l o n g e r  fi l led 
w i t h  g r i e f  and u n h a p p i n e s s .  I am no l o n g e r  a s h a m e d  of  
m y  f e m i n i n e  d e s i r e s ,  but  f e e l  proud of  t he  g i r l  w i t h i n .  
T h e  p e a c e f u l n e s s  of  t h i s  da y  i t s  l i g h t  s u m m e r  b r e e z e ,  
t he  g r e e n  c o u n t r y s i d e  and g o l d e n  s u n s e t  r e f l e c t s  t he  
t r a n q u i l i t y  and b e a u t y  o f  my  l i f e .  My d a i l y  p r a y e r  has  
c h a n g e d ;  wi t h  a t h a n k f u l  h e a r t ,  I now ask;  " O God,  
g i v e  m e  s e r e n i t y  t o  a c c e p t  w h a t  c a n n o t  be  c h a n g e d ,  
c o u r a g e  t o  c h a n g e  w h a t  c a n  be  c h a n g e d ,  and T h y  wisdom  
t o  know o n e  f rom t he  o t h e r " .

F e m i n i n e l y ,

Fran 4 9  C- FPE

THE MARINES HAVE LANDED  
by PHYLLIS 22 - A - 1

i h a v e  a f r i e n d ,  a r o u g h ,  t o u g h  Ma r i n e  
T h e r e ’ s l i t t l e  h e ’ s n o t  d o n e  and h a s n ' t  s e e n .
"A m a n  o f  t h e  w o r l d " !  do I h e a r  y o u  s a y ?
T h a t  he  i s , h e ’ s a S a r g e a n t  o ut  P e n d l e t o n  w a y .
T o  t he  b o y s  i n  h i s  c o m p a n y , h e ’s k n o w n  a s , " O l d  Sarge".  
But a t  n i g h t ,  wi t h  h i s  o wn ,  we  a l l  c a l l  h i m ,  " M a r g e " .
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This issue of TRANSVESTIA finishes our fourth 
year of publication— somewhat to your Editor's sur
prise I must add in all honesty. The next issue will 
start our fifth year and this calls for a reappraisal 
of the job that the magazine has done and is doing, 
with an eye to finding out how it can do that job bet
ter. An Editor's job is a somewhat thankless one, it 
seems, in that rather than not being able to fool all 
the people all the time as Lincoln said, he is not able 
to pleast all the readers ail the time.

Readers of TRANSVESTIA differ among themselves in 
several general ways; 1) Some are still in locked rooms 
living a furtive, fear-ridden life, unable to communicate 
with anyone and much worried about their "problem", while 
others have achieved a measure of self acceptance and 
even acceptance from others such as wives; 2) Some are 
unfortunately of too masculine a build to ever go out 
or to show themselves to other than sister TVs, while 
a few get into the outside world from occasionally to 
frequently; 3) Some are capable of a degree of intro
spection into their inner selves and thus have been 
able to come to some conclusions about TV on their own, 
while others are not gifted with insight and look else
where- for enlightenment and guidance; 4) Some are still 
in the fetish-compulsive stage while others have begun 
to recognize and to build femmepersonalities, and their 
are other dividing lines. What this means to me as your 
Editor is that I have to try with each issue to have 
something which will prove of interest, help or enter
tainment to all these diverse types. This is not easy.

So now is the time ta take aim at Virginia. Word 
reaches me in various ways that there are a number of 
complaints being made about my about my management and
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policies. It is generally true that criticisms of any
one in a position of leadership are made without being 
aware of all the problems of that leader, and doubtless 
many of those being leveled at me are in this catagory. 
^here are many things that I would like to do but which !
I am prevented from doing for lack of time, money, abil
ity or help, but I try to serve the needs and interests 
of the readers of TRANSVESTIA to the best of my ability, j

But let it not be said that I am unwilling to act
on constructive criticism when it is within my abilities! 
and not destructive of the idea and purpose of the pub
lication tc do so. Sc lets hear if something is eat
ing you. I'd like to start off our fifth year incor
porating such changes as may be suggested which will 
add to the readability and interest of the magazine. 
Please grade your preferences for the following type 
of material using "I" for most. Bo it on a separate 
3 x 5  card or sheet so I can save and compile the re
sults. Please also add to it any other ideas you have. 
I'll print a selection of the most interesting comments 
in coming issues, but do this NOW and mail the card so 
that I'll have something to report on.

Fiction Articles Histories
Medical Articles, Fashion Notes Letters
Pictures Book Reviews Editorials

But lets not make this reappraisal one sided. Tell I 
me what I can do for you all right, but please also tell 
me what you can do to help too. Various ones of you have! 
done or offered to do various things in the past, but I'd 
like to compile a file of the talents of my readers for 
such as Artwork, Story Illustration, Original Cartoons, 
Reworking Cartoons, Story Revision or Completion, Repeat
ed Feature Contributions whether as a cartoon series, 
Fashion Features or any other you can suggest. These 
contributions should be considered for the FemrneMirror 
as well as for TVia. With such a file I would know wdio 
to call on v:hen needed. And dont forget there is the ser
vice side of all this too, that is the dissemination of
information outside of our own ranks. So.... there's
the invitation, Ready, Take Aim, Fire.... at VIRGINIAc
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Jh[eRetfinA'
b y  D orette  ( 1 4 - P - l )  F P E

When I was  2 7 ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  a f a c e t  o f  my p e r s o n -  
a l i t y - - m y  ve r y  b e i n g - - t h a t  o n l y  t h e  p a s s a g e  of  t i m e ,  
and T V i a ,  has  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  r e c o n c i l e  i n  a c c e p t a b l e  
p e r s p e c t i v e .

My w i f e  had one  day c a s u a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  her  
bras ,  her  h o s e  and her  p a n t i e s  a l l  s e e m e d  to be  w e a r i n g  
out  at  t he  s a m e  t i m e .  B e c a u s e  our w e d d i n g  a n n i v e r s a r y  
was n e a r ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  s ur pr i s e  her  w i t h  a c o m p l e t e  s e t  
of  a l l  the  t h i n g s  she n e e d e d  for d a i l y  u s e - - p l u s  s o m e  
g l a m o r o u s  i t e m s ,  t o o .  It t ur ne d  out  to be  a s u r p r i s e  
for mo r e  t han one  p e r s o n .

S o - - h a p p i l y  I s h o p p e d  in the  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s  of  
our c i t y  m a k i n g  q u i t e  a da y  of  i t .  I b o u g h t  her  s e v e r 
al  p a i r s  e a c h  of  r e g u l a r  w h i t e  p a n t i e s ,  bras ,  e t c . ,  t he  
t h i n g s  she  wore  day  i n  and day o u t .  I k n e w her  s i z e s  
and had q u i t e  a p l e a s a n t  t i m e  w i t h  t he  s a l e s g i r l s  p i c k 
i n g  out  t he  v a r i o u s  i t e m s .

At one end of  t he  c o u n t e r  in one  of  t h e  s t o r e s ,  t h e r e  
was a m a n n i k i n  w e a r i n g  a b l ack  t o r s o l e t t e .  T h i s  
c a u g h t  my f a n c y  and t h o u g h  i t  was  e x p e n s i v e ,  I d e c i d e d  
to  g e t  i t  for A n n e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  out  o f  her  
s i z e .  But my i n t e r e s t  in t h i s  b l a c k  c r e a t i o n  s t a r t e d  me  
on q u i t e  an u n u s u a l  p a t h - - o n e  I s t i l l  w a l k  t o d a y - - w i t h  
l o v e .

I was  e n t h u s e d ,  and a s k e d  a b o u t  b l a c k  n e g l i g e e s ,  
b l a c k  p a n t i e s ,  p r e g n o i r s ,  w a i s t - c i n c h e r s  and t he  l i k e .  
T h e  s a l e s g i r l s  i n f o r m e d  me  t ha t  t he  m a i n  f l o o r  d e p a r t 
m e n t  did no t  c a r r y  t h e s e  e x o t i c  i t e m s .  T h e y  w e r e  s o l d  
by t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y  shop on the  f our t h  f l o o r .  So o f f  I 
w e n t .

T h e  s p e c i a l t y  s hop did h a v e  a l l  t he  i t e m s  I was  now  
l o o k i n g  f or .  And e v e n  t h o u g h  t he  p r i c e s  w e r e  h i g h e r - -  
I d i d n ’t m i n d .  I p u r c h a s e d  b l a c k  p a n t i e s  in s e v e r a l  
s t y l e s ,  a s h e e r  rblack n e g l i g e e ,  a m i n t - c o l o r e d  p r e g n o i r t 
a b l a c k  w a i s t - c i n c h e r ,  a b l a c k  bra ,  a b l a c k  g a r t e r  b e l t  
t ha t  had red bows  on t he  g a r t e r  s t r a ps ,  and a s h e e r
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b l a c k  baby  d o l l  n i g h t i e .  I had a g r e a t  d e a l  of  p l e a s u r e  
b u y i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  but  I l i t t l e  r e a l i z e d  wh y .

T h e n  t h e  t h o u g h t  s t r uc k  me  t h a t  Anne  w o u l d  r e a l l y  
l o o k  g o r g e o u s  p a r a d i n g  t h r o u g h  the  h o u s e  in t h e s e  t h i n g s  
i f  she w e r e  a l s o  w e a r i n g  f u l l - l e n g t h  b l a c k  h o s e  and 
h i g h - h e e l e d  b e d r o o m  p o u f f s .  So o f f  1 w e n t  a g a i n .  The  
h i g h  h e e l e d  b e d r o o m  s l i p p e r s  w e r e  e a s y  to f i n d - - b u t  
the  f u l l - l e n g t h  o p e r a  h o s e  w e r e  n o t .  F i n a l l y - - a  s a l e s 
g i r l  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I try a t h e a t r i c a l  c o s t u m i n g  h o u s e ,  
and I d i d .  T h e y  had t he  h o s e ,  so a l l  was f i n e .

T r i u m p h a n t l y  I c a r r i e d  a l l  my b u n d l e s  h o m e .  Th e y  
.were a l l  w r a p p e d  s e p a r a t e l y  and c a r e f u l l y  and c o n c e a l 
ed t h e m  u n t i l  t he  n e x t  d a y - - t h e  day of our a n n i v e r s a r y .

T h a t  e v e n i n g  we w e n t  out  to  d i n n e r  and a n i g h t  
s pot  wi t h  s o m e  f r i e n d s .  But e a r l i e r ,  as she b e g a n  to 
dr e s s ,  I b r o u g h t  out  t he  l i n g e r i e  and g a v e  i t  to her  
w i t h  the  h o p e  t h a t  she  wo u l d  we ar  s o me  of  i t  on our 
date.

I g a v e  her  t he  w h i t e  p r a c t i c a l  i t e m s  f i r s t ,  t hen  
h a n d e d  her  t he  mo r e  g l a m o u r o u s  t h i n g s .  She  l a u g h e d  
a m u s e d l y  as she  u n w r a p p e d  e a c h  i t e m  of br ac k  s p i c i n e s s  
and l a i d  t h e m  a s i d e .  I was  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  wi th m y s e l f  
and a n t i c i p a t e d  her  w e a r i n g  t h e m  for me  to a d m i r e .
But she  m a d e  no such m o v e .  S o - - f i n a l l y ,  I aske ' :

" An n e ,  w o u l d n ’ t y o u  l i k e  to  we a r  s o m e  of  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  t o n i g h t ?  Y o u ’re w e a r i n g  a b l a c k  dres s ,  and t h e s e  
w o u l d  be f i n e  u n d e r n e a t h . ”

She l a u g h e d  and r e p l i e d :  "No t ha nks ,  h o n e y .  The
w h i t e  p a n t i e s  and bra are f i n e ,  but  I f d f e e l  l i k e  a 
hus s y  in the  b l a c k  o n e s .  Y o u ’re i m p r a c t i c a l  and I l o v e  
y o u  for i t ,  but  I j us t  c a n ' t  we a r  a l l  th i s  f r i v o l o u s  s t u f f .  
I’h e y ’ 11 r e f u n d  your  m o n e y  as l o n g  as I d o n ' t  wear  
t h e m  and y o u  c a n  add t he  m o n e y  to our v a c a t i o n  f u n d . ”

I was  s u r p r i s e d ,  d i s a p p o i n t e d  and mo r e  t ha n  a l i t t l e  
hurt  as I a s k e d :  "You c a n ’t be s e r i o u s - - y o u  m e a n  you
wo.n' t  we ar  any  of  t h e s e  p r e t t y  t h i n g s ? ”

" D o n ' t  be  s i l l y - - o f  c o u r s e  I w i l l .  T h e  w h i t e  g a r -

1 8



me n t s  are f i n e - - a n d  the  m i n t  p r e g n o i r  i s  b e a u t i f u l .  I 
l o v e  i t !  The  h i g h  h e e l e d  m u l e s  are f i n e ,  t o o .  But y o u  
c a n  re turn the  r e s t . ”

"But y o u ' d  l o o k  so e x c i t i n g ' i n  t h e m ! "  I p r o t e s t e d .

"Now,  J a c k ,  l e t ' s  be s e n s i b l e .  T h e y ’ re j us t  not  
for m e .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  r i g ht  in t h e m -  - and i f  I d o n ' t  
f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  in b l a c k  l a c e  and c h i f f o n  d e c k e d  out  
l i k e  a M o n t m a r t i e  " f i l l e  de n u n " ,  how c a n  we h a v e
fun t o g e t h e r ? "

"Oh,  I d o n ' t  k n o w , "  I s a i d  d i s c o n s o l a t e l y «  T h e n  
h o p e f u l l y - - I  a s k e d ;  "Le t ' s  k e e p  t h e m  for a f ew d a y s - -  
m a y b e  y o u ’ l l  l i k e  t h e m mo r e  wh e n  you  try t h e m  on and  
wear  t h e m  around t he  h o u s e . "

" N o - -  I do ubt  i t .  I c a n ’ t p a r a d e  a r o u n d  the  h o u s e  
l i k e  a h a r e m  c o n c u b i n e  and s t i l l  do the  h o u s e w o r k .  
R e a l l y  now,  be a dear  a b o u t  t h i s .  I l o v e  you  and I 
t hank  y o u  for t h e m ,  but  I d o n ’ t i n t e n d  to  use  t h e i n - -
r e a l l y !  "

I t r i ed  for one  l a s t  s tr a w S i n c e  y o u ' r e  not  f u l l y  
dre s s e d  y e t ,  c o u l d  I j us t  s e e  how the  b l a c k  n e g l i g e e
l o o k s  on y o u ? ”

Re si gne d  ly - - she  put  down her  h a i r br us h  and a s k e d :  
"i f  I do,  w i l l  y o u  a g r e e  to t ake  t h e m b a c k 0 " I a g r e e d  
s a d l y  and r e l u c t a n t l y .

She s l i p p e d  i n t o  the b l a c k  l e g l i g e e  and f l u f f e d  out  
her l o n g  b l a c k  ha i r  over  her  s h o u l d e r s .  T o  m e ,  she  
was a. d r e a m w a l k i n g .  When sh i put  on the  h i g h - h e e l 
ed m u l e s ,  I c a u g h t  my b r e a t h ,  she  was  so g o r g e o u s !
It was  j us t  as I had i m a g i n e d  i t  to b e - - s h e  was  s e x y  
and g l a m o u r o u s .

"Oh,  H o n e y - - y o u  l o o k  g o o d  e n o u g h  to e a t ,  p l e a s e  
k e e p  i t ! "  I u r g e d .

She  p a u s e d  b e f o r e  a n s w e r i n g :  "J a c k - - p l e a s e  d o n ’ t
be d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  m e .  I t ' s  , u s t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  f e e l  
l i k e  a w o m a n  who we a r s  b l a c k  i h i n g s  u n d e r n e a t h .  I ' m  
just  me ,  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l  f rom R o c k f o r d ,  and d r e s s e d  l i k e  
thi s ,  I f e e l  l i k e  a c h e a p  i m i t a t i o n  of  L i l y  S t .  Cy r .
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T h i s  b l a c k  l a c e  and c h i f f o n  b i t  i s  t o o  s e x y  for an e v e r y 
da y  w o r k i n g  g i r l .  "

" Y o u ’re ma r e  t h a n  a w o r k i n g  g i r l  t o  m e ,  " I o f f e r 
e d .  "I h a p p e n  t o  be  c r a z y  a b o u t  y o u . "

" Go o d !  But I j u s t  c a n ' t  s e e  m y s e l f  i n  i t .  S h a l l  
we s ay  no  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s ?  I t ’ s our a n n i v e r s a r y - - and 
w e ’re a r g u i n g .  L e t ’s g o  out  and l i v e  i t  u p ! ”

I r e a l i z e d  at  l a s t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was  h o p e l e s s  as 
she  f o l d e d  t he  n e g l i g e e ,  p l a c e d  i t  b a c k  in the  box and 
t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  d r e s s i n g .  I p a c k e d  up a l l  t he  o t her  
i t e m s  she had r e j e c t e d  and p l a c e d  t h e m  ne ar  t he  front  
door  t o  be r e t u r n e d  t he  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d a y .

T h e  r e s t  of  th,e e v e n i n g  was  a h a p p y  o n e .  We had  
a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  and I f o r g o t  a b o u t  t he  d a i n t y  t h i n g s  
at  h o m e .  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  S u n d a y ,  she  had to v i s i t  her  
b r o t h e r ' s  w i f e  for a f e w  hours  in t he  a f t e r n o o n .  I read  
t he  p a p e r s  and w a t c h e d  t e l e v i s i o n .

One of  t he  p r o g r a m s  was  a r e - r u n  of  t he  m o v i e  
" G i l d a "  f e a t u r i n g  Ri ta H a y w o r t h  d e c k e d  out  in v a r i o u s  
t y p e s  of  s e d u c t i v e  d r e s s .  I was  r e m i n d e d  of  the  l i n g e r 
i e  i n  t he  b o x e s .  I g o t  i t .

In t he  b e d r o o m ,  I s pr e ad  e a c h  i t e m  out  on the  be d ,  
w i s h i n g  Anne  h a d n ' t  b e e n  so a d a m n a n t  a b o u t  w e a r i n g  
t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  s h e e r - - a n d  f e l t  s o f t  and s m o o t h .  Be 
c a u s e  S u n d a y  was  a l w a y s  our l a y - a r o u n d  d a y ,  I had  
c h a n g e d  to T - s h i r t  and p u t t e r  pa nt s  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  
f rom c h u r c h  t h a t  m o r n i n g .

So w h e n ,  I know not  by wh a t  i m p u l s e ,  I s t o o d  in 
f r ont  of  t he  f u l l  l e n g t h  mi r r or ,  h o l d i n g  the  m i n t  p r e g -  
noi r  i n  f r o n t  of  m e - - t h e  e f f e c t  was  h u m o r o u s  and I 
c h u c k l e d  to  m y s e l f .  As I l a i d  i t  down,  and p i c k e d  up 
t h e  b l a c k  n e g l i g e e ,  a m a d n e s s  c a m e  ove r  m e .  I was  
w a r m e d  by t he  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  t h o u g h t :  "Why not  try t h i s
b e a u t i f u l  g a r m e n t  on m y s e l f ? "  I f  for no o t h e r  r e a s o n  
t h a n  to s e e  i f  i t  had t he  s a m e  t h r i l l i n g  e f f e c t  on m e , 
as i t  g a v e  me  t o  s e e  Anne  w e a r i n g  i t !

Q u i c k l y  I s t r i p p e d - - t h e n  s l i p p e d  i n t o  the  s h e e r ,  
h e a v e n l y  g a r m e n t .  T h e  war m e x c i t i n g  s h o c k  I r e c e i v e d
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as i t  c l u n g  s o f t l y  to my f o r m,  t h e n  s w i r l e d  and b i l l o w 
ed as I p i r o u e t t e d ,  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t he  w o n d e r f u l  
k i nd  of e c s t a s y  t h a t  m u s t  s u r e l y  be t h e  c o m m o n  d e n o m 
i n a t o r  of F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n .

The  n e x t  t wo h our s  p a s s e d  as a wi l d  p l e a s a n t  d r e a m  
for  me ,  e v e n  as I l o o k  b a c k  on i t  n o w.  I h ad  s c a r c e l y  
b e g u n  to e x u l t  in  my p l e a s u r e  whe n  I r e a l i z e d  I c o u l d  
be d i s c o v e r e d  any  s e c o n d !  I r a c e d  to t he  f r o n t  door  
and f l i p p e d  t he  b o l t ,  f e e l i n g  I c o u l d  use t h a t  m u c h  
w a r n i n g  and o f f e r  s o me  l a m e  e x c u s e  for  a b s e n t - m i n d e d 
ly l o c k i n g  i t  i f  Anne  a r r i v e d  h o m e  t oo  s o o n .  As I 
t r e m b l e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t ,  I knew I w a n t e d  to e n j o y  
t h i s  new t h r i l l  as l o n g  as p o s s i b l e !

Back b e f o r e  t he  b e d r o o m  m i r r o r ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
a l l  of me  as r e v e a l e d  t h r o u g h  t he  s h e e r  f o l ds  of t h e  
n e g l i g e e  was i n c o n g r u o u s ,  so I d a r i n g l y  s l i p p e d  on the  
b l a c k  s a t i n  p a n t i e s .  I was  m o r e  t h a n  s u r p r i s e d  a t  how 
n i c e l y  t h e y  f i t t e d  m e .

T h e r e !  In t he  m i r r o r  I l o o k e d  m u c h  m o r e  n a t u r a l  
as I p r e e n e d  and p o s e d .  I s a t  on t h e  e d g e  of t he  bed 
and c r o s s e d  my l e g s ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  t h e y  l o o k e d  a w k w a r d .  
I had  to p r a c t i c e  for  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  I l e a r n e d  
to cross  t h e m  as a w o m a n  d o e s .  Th i s  was t he  f i r s t  
t i m e  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w o m e n  cros s  t h e i r  l e g s  d i f f e r e n t l y  
t h a n  do m e n .

T h e n  I r e m o v e d  t h e  n e g l i g e e  and p u t  on t h e  b l a c k  
b a b y - d o l l  n i g h t i e .  Ye Gads!  Did t h i s  do t h i n g s  for  
me!  I t  l o o k e d  and f e l t  so g ood ,  I d a n c e d  a b o u t  t he  
a p a r t m e n t  h a p p i l y .  In f r o n t  of t he  m i r r o r ,  my l e g s  
l o o k e d  e x t r a  l o n g ,  due  to t he  b r i e f  l e n g t h  of  t h e  n i g h t 
i e ,  and I d e c i d e d  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d e d  to  s e t  t h e m  off  
was a p a i r  of h i g h - h e e l e d  s h o e s .  I f i n a l l y  s q u e e z e d  i n 
to A n n e ’s b l a c k  s u e d e  s p r i n g - o - l a t o r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  
no t  h a v e  t o  f i t  i n  t he  h e e l .  Ov e r  b a r e  s k i n ,  t he  shoe  
was h a r d  t o  s l i p  c o m p l e t e l y  on,  so t h i s  l ed  to my p u t 
t i n g  on t he  f u l l  l e n g t h  b l a c k  h o s e .

Th i s  t a u g h t  me  how n i c e  and e a s y  e v e n  t i g h t  s hoes  
c o u l d  be  s l i p p e d  on i f  one  wore  n y l o n s .  When I t o t t e r 
ed t o  my f e e t ,  I g l o r i e d  i n  my a p p e a r a n c e  as r e f l e c t e d  
in the  m i r r o r .  I m i n c e d  a b o u t ,  t u r n i n g  t h i s  way and 
t h a t ,  l o o k i n g  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r ,  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t h e  s e a m ,
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e t c .  T h e  h i g h  h e e l s  we r e  so l o v e l y  and m a d e  e v e n  my 
l e g s  l o o k  s h a p e l y  and  f e m i n i n e .

F u r t h e r  r e c o u n t i n g  woul d  be  a r e p e t i t i o n  of " t h e n  I 
d i d  t h i s ,  e t c ,  e t c . "  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  say t h a t  I t r i e d  on 
e v e r y t h i n g ,  e v e n  to s t u f f i n g  t h e  bra  cups  wi t h  f a c i a l  
t i s s u e .  At  s o me  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  a d v e n t u r e ,  my wi f e  p h o n 
ed  and  b l e s s e d l y  g a v e  me  t he  e x a c t  t i m e  she i n t e n d e d  
t o  r e t u r n  by a s k i n g  me  to  s t a r t  our  e v e n i n g  m e a l  p o t a t 
oes  b a k i n g  i n  an  h o u r .  1 r e l a x e d  and u n b o l t e d  t he  do o r .

I was  t h e n  e m b o l d e n e d  t o  t ry l i p s t i c k ,  p o wd e r  and 
m a s c a r a ,  and t o  wr a p  my h e a d ,  t u r b a n - s t y l e , wi t h  a 
y e l l o w  b a t h  t o w e l .  I t  was n a r c i s s i s s i t i c  of  me ,  I guess ,  
b u t  i t  was s t i l l  d i f f i c u l t  for  me  to  g e t  used to  how n i c e  
I l o o k e d ,  and  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  how f e m i n i n e I l o o k e d .  
Wi t h  l o n g  p e n d a n t  e a r r i n g s  and  a r h i n e s t o n e  c h o k e r  
n e c k l a c e ,  I b e g a n  t o  f e e l  I was  r e a d y  t o  c h a l l e n g e  
M a r i l y n  M o n r o e .  T h e  s t u f f e d  b r a s s i e r e  rose  and f e l l  as 
I b r e a t h e d  s l o w l y  and  d e e p l y .  My m a s c a r a e d  e y e l i d s  
w e r e  h a l f - c l o s e d  a l a  T h e d a  Bara ,  as I r e v e l e d  in  t h i s  
new s e c r e t  p a s s i o n  I h a d  d i s c o v e r e d .  Al l  t oo  soon,  the  
t i m e  p a s s e d  and  I h ad  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t he  m a s c u l i n e  a p p e a r 
a n c e  I was n e v e r  t o  p r e f e r  a g a i n .

N e e d l e s s  t o  s ay ,  n o n e  of  t h e  i t e m s  we r e  r e t u r n e d  
e x c e p t  for  l a r g e r  s i z e s ,  and t h e y  we r e  h i d d e n  for  my 
p r i v a t e  use f r o m t h e n  on.  For  m o n t h s  a f t e r w a r d -  - w h e n 
e v e r  a l o n e - - I  wore  my g l a m o r o u s  p o s s e s s i o n s .  I b o u g h t  
s e v e r a l  p a i r s  of  s a n d a l s  and  p u mp s  to we a r  and h o s i e r y  
p r e s e n t e d  no p r o b l e m .

S e a r s  R o e b u c k  p r o v i d e d  me  wi t h  my f a v o r i t e  bra ,  
a b l a c k  l a c y  s t r a p l e s s  4 0 - C  wh i c h  m a d e  me  f e e l  so 
v e r y ,  v e r y  f e m i n i n e .  I l o v e d  s t r u t t i n g  a b o u t  w i t h  t h e s e  
m o u n d s  s l o p i n g  f r o m my c h e s t .  I l o o k e d  f o r wa r d  t o  
e v e r y  m o m e n t  whe n  I c o u l d  s a f e l y  be a l o n e  l ong  enou-gh 
t o  w e a r  my t h i n g s .

I n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e  d ay  c a m e  wh e n  I b e g a n  t o  wo n d e r  
i f  I was  on t h e  r o a d  t o  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  T h e r e  was no 
V i r g i n i a  P r i n c e  t o  c o n f i d e  i n ,  no o t h e r  T V ’s t o  r a t i o n 
a l i z e  w i t h ,  and  I b e g a n  t o  c o n d e m n  m y s e l f  for  a s o f t 
nes s  of  t h e  b r a i n .

J u s t  a t  t h i s  t i m e - - Ch r i s  t i n e  J o r g e n s o n  b u r s t  o n t o
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t he  s c e n e .  How w e l l  I r e m e m b e r  t he  n e w s r e e l  sho t  of  
he r  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d ,  on h e r  r e t u r n  f r o m D e n m a r k .
She was w e a r i n g  a m i n k  c o a t  and s p o k e  so n a t u r a l l y  
f e m i n i n e  I c o u l d n ’ t t a k e  my e y e s  of f  of h e r .  I r e a d  
e v e r y t h i n g  t he  n e w s p a p e r s  and m a g a z i n e s  s a i d  a b o u t  he r  
c a s e .  As V i r g i n i a  so w i s e l y  r e a l i z e d  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  
t h i s  was t he  b e g i n n i n g  of my s c r a p b o o k  d a y s - - l a t e r  to 
be a u g m e n t e d  by e v e r y t h i n g  I f ound  a b o u t  C o c c i n e l l e ,  
Bambi ,  C h a r l o t t e  M c C l e o d ,  e t c .

As t i m e  we n t  on,  I c o n t i n u o u s l y  a n a l y z e d  my f e e l 
i ngs  a b o u t  w o m e n  and t h e i r  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  and 
was a b l e  t o  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e  t h a t - - w h i l e  I d i d n ’t know 
wji_a_t I m i g h t  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h r o u g h  my l o v e  for  c r o s s -  
d r e s s i n g - - !  had  c e r t a i n l y  no t  b e c o m e  a h o m o s e x u a l .
In f a c t ,  due  p e r h a p s  t o  an ov e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  on my 
p a r t ,  I c a m e  v e r y  c l o s e  to s e r i o u s  ex t r a - m  ar i  t a l  i n v o l v e 
m e n t  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s .  But ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  e v e r y t h i n g  
b a l a n c e d  out  n i c e l y .

T h e n ,  l i k e  m a n y  a n o t h e r  TV,  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  a n 
o t h e r  p e r i o d ,  a d i s m a l  one ,  w h e r e i n  I c a l l e d  m y s e l f  by 
e v e r y  n a m e ,  and d e s t r o y e d  e v e r y  v e s t i g e  of f e m i n i n i t y  
I o wn e d .  ( T h i s  c a n  g e t  t o  be  d a m n e d  e x p e n s i v e  and  I 
d o n ' t  do i t  a n y m o r e )  I f e l t  I was f r e e  and ’’n o r m a l ” 
a g a i n  wi t h  no w a r d r o b e  to  t e m p t  m e .  T h i s  l a s t e d  o n l y  
a l i t t l e  mo r e  t h a n  a y e a r .

Due to  t he  e x t r e m e  m a s c u l i n i t y  of my f e l l o w  w o r k 
er s ,  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  " de r i g e u r ” a f t e r  a r e t i r e m e n t  
d i n n e r  or s t a g  p a r t y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r i p - t e a s e  
n i g h t  c l u b s  t h a t  used to  a b o u n d  in t he  s u b u r b s  of C h i c 
a g o .  And,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  we r e  t he  u s u a l  c a j o l i n g ,  
and s o m e t i m e s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  ’ B” g i r l s  to f r o l i c  w i t h .

One g i r l  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  a ’’ Bobbi e  S i n c l a i r ” , I 
f ound  ve r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  She war  ve r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  s l i m ,  
b e a u t i f u l  h a i r  and l o v e l y  l e g s .  She k n e w me  o n l y  as 
" V a n ” .

One e v e n i n g ,  I h a p p e n e d  t o  m e n t i o n  h e r  n a m e  to 
a b a r t e n d e r  i n  a n o t h e r  n i g h t  c l u b  and  r e c e i v e d  q u i t e  a 
s hock  whe n  he  i n f o r m e d  me  t h a t  Bobb i e  was a m a n - - a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r !  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y - - I  
saw Bobbi e  t h a t  s a m e  n i g h t  and found  o u t  i t  was  t r u e !
At t h i s  t i m e  she was t he  f e a t u r e d  s t r i p - t e a s e r  a t  h e r

23



c l u b .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  (1 957)  s t r i p p e r s  w e n t  a l l  t he  
w a y - - n o t  e v e n  a G - s t r i n g - - and wh e n  Bobbi e  t ook  i t  a l l  
o f f - - s h e  was  u n d e t e c t a b l e !  She h ad  n o r m a l  b os om d e 
v e l o p m e n t ,  t o o .

So-  - as you  m a y  gues s ,  my own d e e p l y  b u r i e d  TV-  
i s m c a m e  b o u n d i n g  b a c k  to l i f e  a g a i n ,  and h a s  s t a y e d  
a l i v e  e v e r  s i n c e .

For  t h o s e  who m a y  wo n d e r  w h a t  d e e p ,  a d o l e s c e n t ,
T V - i n i t i a t i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e s  I may  h a v e  h ad  wh i c h  l a t e r  
b u b b l e d  to t he  s u r f a c e ,  I was r e a d y  t o  a n s we r :  ’’ T h e r e
we r e  n o n e . ” But I r a c k e d  my m e m o r y  and c a m e  up 
w i t h t h e s e * .

As a y o u n g  b o y - - I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  w a t c h i n g  my a t t 
r a c t i v e  m o t h e r  e x p e r i m e n t  wi t h  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of e a r r 
i ngs  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  h e r  dres s  b e f o r e  g o i n g  out  of an 
e v e n i n g .  T h e n ,  when  my p a r e n t s  we r e  g o n e ,  I t r i e d  
t h e  e a r r i n g s  and n e c k l a c e s  on m y s e l f .  I was 3 or 4 a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  on l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  I c a n  r e c a l l  was p l a y 
i n g  t he  p a r t  of an I n d a i n  m a i d  in a h i g h  s c h o o l  T h a n k s 
g i v i n g  p l a y  wh i c h  m i x e d  up t he  P i l g r i m s  and P o c a h o n 
t as  in a New E n g l a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  p o t - p o u r r i .  T h i s  was 
an a l l  boys  h i g h  s c h o o l  and s o m e b o d y  had  to be t he  
maidens?

I t  m e a n t  n o t h i n g  to me u n t i l  t he  day  of t he  p l a y  
whe n  one of  t he  t e a c h e r s  m a d e  me  up.  Wh i l e  she was 
d o i n g  i t ,  I s a t  s t i l l  and p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .  But when 
she was d one  and I f i r s t  saw m y s e l f  i n  a m i r r o r ,  I was,  
oh,  so p l e a s a n t l y  s h o c k e d  to see  wh a t  a p r e t t y  I n d i a n  
g i r l  I m a d e !  I wore  f a k e  b l a c k  b r a i d s ,  a h e a d  b a n d ,  
and l o t s  of b e a d s  and b r a c e l e t s .  I guess  she r e a l i z e d  
I was p l e a s e d ,  b e c a u s e  I was t he  on l y  b o y - m a i d e n  who 
f a i l e d  to o b j e c t  to  e i t h e r  t he  m a k e u p  or t he  c o s t u m e s .  
T h e r e  we r e  four  of us ’’m a i d e n s ” and she m a d e  me  up 
f i r s t .  T h e n  whe n  t h e  o t h e r s  we r e  f i n i s h e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  b u c k s  wi t h  t h e i r  g a l a  w a r - p a i n t ,  and I was a l o n e  
w i t h  h e r  ( she  was a l s o  my E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r )  she s a i d :

” Si t  down,  J a c k - - I * l l  p a i n t  y o u r  n a i l s . ”

I sa t  down,  f i g u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  t he  o t h e r s  had  a l r e a d y  
h a d  t h e i r  n a i l s  p a i n t e d .  She p a i n t e d  e a c h  n a i l  b r i g h t  
c r i m s o n  and  a g a i n ,  I l i k e d  t h e  way i t  l o o k e d .



The  p l a y  had  j u s t  s t a r t e d ,  wh e n  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  no t  
only  was I t he  on l y  m a i d e n  wi t h  p a i n t e d  n a i l s ,  I was 
a l s o  t he  only  m a i d e n  wi t h  l i p s t i c k ,  e a r r i n g s ,  and a few 
mo r e  b e a d s  and b r a c e l e t s  t h a n  t he  o t h e r s  h a d .  I was 
i.ure_ I m a d e  a p r e t t i e r  g i r l  t h a n  t he  o t h e r  t h r e e ,  and i t  
m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  to a c t  t he  p a r t .

I r e m e m b e r  w e l l  how r e l u c t a n t  I was t o  s m e a r  my 
f a c e  wi t h  C r i s c o  a f t e r  t he  p l a y  and wash the  m a k e u p  
of f .  As t he  t e a c h e r  c l e a n e d  t he  p o l i s h  o f f  my n a i l s ,  I 
a s ke d  h e r  why she t o o k  mo r e  e f f o r t  wi t h  me  t h a n  t h e  
o t h e r s .  She . a n s we r e d ,  s i m p l y :

" W e l l - - y o u  we r e  t he  C h i e f ’s d a u g h t e r  and y ou  g a v e  
the  i n t o n a t i o n  to the Gods ,  so I t h o u g h t  y ou  s h o u l d  h a v e  
a l i t t l e  mo r e  de c or a t i  on

Th i s  s o u n d e d  p e r f e c t l y  p l a u s i b l e ,  and i t  w a s n ’t u n 
t i l  t he  n e x t  day  t h a t  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  our  I n d i a n  s c e n e s ,  
t he  d a n c e ,  t he  i n t o n a t i o n ,  was d o n e  by t he  l i g h t  of  an 
a r t i f i c i a l  s t a g e  c a m p - f i r e  wi t h  t he  r e s t  of t he  s t a g e  i n  
d a r k n e s s ,  s u p p o s e d l y  d e e p  in a f o r e s t !  No one  c o u l d  
see  my n a i l s  or l i p s t i c k !  Al so,  t h e r e  was no " C h i e f ” 
and I was no t  d e s i g n a t e d  as a " C h i e  f * s "d augh  t e r . M a y 
h ap  th i s  t e a c h e r  was a s ee r  or p r o p h e t e s s ?

I c a n  r e m e m b e r  no o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  i n  my l i f e  w h i c h  
c a n  g i v e  any c l u e  t o  t he  b i r t h  of my  FPi s m a t  27 y e a r s  
of  a g e .  I we n t  t h r o u g h  n o r m a l  a d o l e s c e n s e ,  d a t i n g  
g i r l s ,  e t c .  and I wo u l d  h a v e  i t  no o t h e r  w a y .  I am 
h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d ,  a f a t h e r ,  and  I g e t  a t r e m e n d o u s  
t h r i l l  e v e r y  t i m e  I c r o s s - d r e s s ,  w e a r  m a k e u p  and l o u n g e  
arouj id as a g i r l .  I h o p e  t h a t  my s t o r y - - b r i e f  as i t  i s - -  
w i l l  add one  m o r e  b i t  of  t e s t i m o n y  to h e l p  m a k e  m o r e  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t he  c a s e  for  t he  T r a n s v e s t i t e .

*******************
NURSERY RHYMES PROM TV-LAND  

by TECLA 38-M-2

L i t t l e  Miss M u f f e t  sa t  on a t u f f e t ,
She f o n d l e d  h e r  s k i r t s ,  f u l l  and l o o s e .
So fond  of c r o s s - d r e s s i n g ,
She p o n d e r e d  h e r  b l e s s i n g ;
T o m  t he  P i p e r  h ad  f o o l e d  M o t h e r  Goose!
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tf-afietUo-WflU S aved  2>ay
b y  G enevieve ( 4 3 - W - l )

One a f t e r n o o n  i n  A p r i l  I v i s i t e d  a n o t h e r  c i t y  ( s u p 
p o s e d l y  on a b u s i n e s s  t r i p )  and c h e c k e d  i n t o  a M o t e l  
w h e r e  I s h a v e d  my f a c e  and b o d y ,  s h o w e r e d ,  p e r f u m e d ,  
m a d e  up my f a c e ,  s q u e e z e d  i n t o  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  and 
w e n t  ou t  t o  e n j o y  m y s e l f .

My c o s t u m e  was  f e m i n i n e  and a p p r o p r i a t e  for  t he  
c o o l  e v e n i n g .  I wor e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  u n d e r t h i n g s  to 
c r e a t e  a wasp w a i s t  and  a m p l e  s t u f f i n g  in  my t o r s o l e t t e ’s 
C - c u p s  t o  c r e a t e  a b u x o m  i m a g e .  I wore  a w h i t e  k n i t  
s w e a t e r - b l o u s e . T h e  s k i r t  was b l a c k  and w h i t e  c h e c k  
c o t t o n  w i t h  f u l l  u n p r e s s e d - p l e a t  d e s i g n  h e l d  ou t  in a 
s w i n g i n g  f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n  by a b o u f f a n t  h a l f - s l i p .  High 
h e e l  p u m p s  and p u r s e  we r e  of  b l a c k  p a t e n t .  J e w e l r y  
was  go l d  c o l o r .  Wig was r e d d i s h - b r o w n  i n  a l o n g  s t y l e  
w i t h  b a n g s .  T o  t op  i t  o f f  and  f u r t h e r  c r e a t e  a f e m i n i n e  
i m a g e  I wore  f a s h i o n  g l a s s e s  wi t h  n o n - p r e s c r i p t i o n  l e n 
ses i n  t h e m ,  s e a m l e s s  n y l o n  h o s i e r y ,  and a s h o r t  c a r d -  
i a g a n  t y p e  k n i t  j a c k e t .

Even  t h e  m o s t  s k e p t i c a l  o n l o o k e r  wo u l d  no t  d o u b t  
I was  a w o m a n  i n  h e r  f o r t i e s . . .  p e r h a p s  t h i r t i e s  i n  d i m 
l i g h t !

I s p e n t  a b o u t  an h o u r  wi n d o w s h o p p i n g  i n  t he  d o w n 
t o w n  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  c i t y  and  w a l k e d  a b o u t  a m i l e  or 
m o r e  b e t w e e n  w i n d o w s .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  my s t a t i o n  wa g o n  
and  d r o v e  out  of  t he  d o w n - t o w n  a r e a  i n t o  a s u b u r b a n  
p a r t  of  t h e  c i t y .  T h e r e  I h a d  my s e c o n d  of  t wo e x p e r 
i e n c e s  of  b e i n g  s t o p p e d  by t h e  p o l i c e .  Th i s  t i m e ,  l i k e  
t h e  f i r s t ,  I was n o t  s t o p p e d  b e c a u s e  I was " r e a d "  as b e 
i n g  a m a n  i n  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s .  . .  b u t  b e c a u s e  of  u n r e l a t 
ed c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

As I c a m e  o v e r  t h e  c r e s t  of  a l o n g  h i l l  on an e x 
p r e s s w a y  my  h e a d l i g h t s  i l l u m i n a t e d  a s i gn  w h i c h  s a i d ,  
" S t o p  A h e a d  - D r i v e r s  L i c e n s e  C h e c k  S t a t i o n ” WOW!
Was I e v e r  s h o o k  up!
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I p u l l e d  o v e r  i n  t h e  l i n e  of  c a r s  w a i t i n g  for  t h e  
• f f i c e r s  to c h e c k  t h e i r  d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e s .  I g o t  my own 
r i v e r s  l i c e n s e  ou t  of  my pu r s e  and p u l l e d  up t o  t he  
i f f i c e r . . .  k n e e s  k n o c k i n g .  . .  h a n d s  t r e m b l i n g .  A l o n g  
i d e  of h i m  I s t o p p e d  and h a n d e d  ou t  my l i c e n s e .  His  
l a s h l i g h t  s c a n n e d  i t ,  and he did a d o u b l e - t a k e ,  l o o k -  
ng f i r s t  a t  t h e  l i c e n s e  and t h e n  a t  me  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  
Then he s a i d ,  " Lad y ,  t h i s  is a m a n ' s  n a m e  on h e r e . . .  
4 ay I h a v e  YOUR l i c e n s e  p l e a s e ? "

I s w a l l o w e d  b i g  and s a i d ,  " Yo u  m i g h t  as w e l l  h a v e  
t s t r a i g h t ,  o f f i c e r .  I ' m  a m a n .  . .  and t h a t ' s  my d r i ve r s  
i c e n s e " .  Before  he  c o u l d  say a n y t h i n g  i n  r e p l y ,  I s a i d  
' You  see ,  o f f i c e r ,  I ' m  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p e r s o n a t o r .
: ' ve  j u s t  c o m e  f r om g i v i n g  a p e r f o r m a n c e  for  a p r i v a t e  
) a r t y  in W e a t h e r f o r d  (a  n e a r b y  t o w n ) . . .  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  
p rovi de  a d r e s s i n g  r o o m  for  me  to  c h a n g e  i n .  I w e n t  
:o t he  p a r t y  and am r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  i n  c o s t u m e " .  And,  
i g a i n ,  b e f o r e  he  c o u l d  u t t e r  a word ,  I c o n t i n u e d ,  " H e r e  
Is my i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d ,  and as y o u ' l l  s e e ,  I ' m  a 
Tiember  of t he  A.  G. V . A . . . . T h a t ' s  my u n i o n  c a r d " .

Th e  c a r d  I g a v e  h i m  was l i k e  t h e  one  a t t a c h e d .
[ had  my r e a l  n a m e  f i l l e d  in on i t ,  w h i c h  c o m p a r e d  with 
the  n a m e  on my d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e .  I h a d  i t  m o u n t e d  i n  a 
p l a s t i c  h o l d e r .  Lo oked  r e a l  o f f i c i a l .

He s a i d ,  " W e l l  I ’l l  be d a r n e d . . . I  t h o u g h t  y o u  we r e  
a w o m a n . . . G e t  ou t  of  t he  c a r  and l e t  me  see  y o u " .  He 
had  me  wa l k  a r o u n d  i n  f r o n t  of my s t a t i o n  w a g o n  i n  t he  
l i g h t  of my h e a d l a m p s  and m o d e l  for  h i m . . . s e e m e d  
¡ c o m p l e t e l y  a m a z e d .

When he a s k e d  me  w h e r e  I h a d  p e r f o r m e d ,  I t o l d  
h i m  I d i d n ' t  e v e n  know t h e  n a m e  of  t he  r a n c h  w h e r e  
t he  p a r t y  was,  t h a t  I ' d  f o l l o w e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and a m a p  
to g e t  t h e r e . . .  t h a t  i t  was  a b o u t  six m i l e s  o u t s i d e  of 
W e a t h e r f o r d  on a f a r m r o a d  t he  n u m b e r  of w h i c h  I ' d  
a l r e a d y  f o r g o t t e n .  I b l u f f e d  my way a l o n g  f u r t h e r  by 
s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  i t  was a s t ag,  a f f a i r  m a d e  up of w h a t  I 
t h o u g h t  was s o me  sor t  of  c o n v e n t i o n  g r o u p  of  c a t t l e  
r a i s e r s . . .  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  c a r e  m u c h  who i t  was  as l o n g  as 
t h e y  p a i d  me  t h e  $50 for  t he  p e r f o r m a n c e  (I p r o d u c e d  
$50 in  c a s h  I knew I h a d  i n  my b i l l  f o l d  i n s i d e  my 
p u r s e ) .
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T h e  p o l i c e m a n  s e e m e d  to  a c c e p t  t he  s t o ry  and the 
c a r d  as b e i n g  f a c t  and l e t  me  g e t  b a c k  in  my s t a t i o n  
w a g o n ,  c a u t i o n e d  me  no t  t o  d r i v e  in c o s t u m e  a g a i n ,  
and  s e n t  me  on my wa y .

I a t t r i b u t e  my s u c c e s s  i n  g e t t i n g  away  wi t h  i t  to 
b e i n g  f i r m  and c a l m  i n  my s t o r y  and m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  h a v i n g  t h a t  f a k e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d .

I h a d  m a d e  t he  c a r d  i n  c a s e  I d i d  run i n t o  such a 
c i r c u m s t a n c e .  It  r e a l l y  p a i d  of f .  I u s u a l l y  c a r r y  a 
s m a l l  s u i t  c a s e  i n  my c a r  wi t h  me  f i l l e d  wi t h  mes h  
o p e r a  h o s e ,  l o n g  g l o v e s ,  s a t i n  c o s t u m e  for  d a n c i n g ,  etc 
w h i c h  I p l a n  to  show any  p o l i c e m e n  who s t op  me and th 
f a k e  u n i o n  c a r d  does  n o t  do t he  t r i c k .  I had  f o r g o t t e n  
t o  b r i n g  t he  c a s e  wi t h  me  t h i s  t i m e .  T h a n k  g o o d n e s s  
t h e  c a r d  was a l l  he n e e d e d  to  c o n v i n c e  h i m  I was t e l -  1 

l i n g  h i m  a s t r a i g h t  s t o r y .

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t he  f a k e  c a r d  w i l l  c o m e  in h a n d y  in 
o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  For  e x a m p l e ,  i f  I h a v e  c a r  troubl) 
a f l a t  t i r e  or o t h e r  p r o b l e m  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  for 
me  to c o n t a c t  p e o p l e  and I n e e d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  b e i n g  
d r e s s e d  as a w o m a n .  I c o u l d  n e v e r  " p a s s "  i f  r e q u i r e d  
to  t a l k  t o  s o m e o n e ,  b e c a u s e  my v o i c e ,  t h o u g h  no t  deep 
or t oo  m a s c u l i n e  is,  n e v e r  t he  l ess  n o t  f e m i n i n e .

On c e  whe n  I n e e d e d  g a s o l i n e  and was d o l l e d  up in 
my c a r  w e a r i n g  n o t h i n g  b u t  a s k i mp y  p l a y s u i t ,  I used 
t h e  f a k e  u n i o n  c a r d  as an  e x c u s e  whe n  I t a l k e d  to  t he  
f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t .  He c l a i m e d  he  t h o u g h t  I was 
a ” we 1 1 - s t a c k e d  d a m e "  u n t i l  he  h e a r d  my v o i c e .

O t h e r s  m i g h t  f i nd  such  a f a k e  c a r d  h a n d y ,  i f  caugh  
i n  a s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  n e e d  to j u s t i f y  t h e i r  b e i n g  in 
c o s t u m e .

NOWADAYS A SMART GIRL DOESN'T PUT ALL SHE 
HAS INTO HER CLOTHES!
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Sam e an Q uilt
b y  Kathy 5 - M e -1 )

Mo s t  T V ’s h a v e  s u f f e r e d  or a r e  s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g  
f r o m  one  f o r m or a n o t h e r  of  g u i l t  i n  r u n n i n g  c o n t r a r y  
t o  s o c i a l  s t a n d a r d s .  I t  b e c o m e s  a n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  c l e a r l y ,  and ,  o n c e  and  for  a l l ,  as t o  why 
t h i s  g u i l t  e x i s t s ;  and w h e t h e r  or n o t  i t  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  
t o  do so.

T h e  l e g a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  of  T V ’s has  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a 
r a t h e r  p e c u l i a r  a t t i t u d e  on t h e i r  p a r t  w h i c h  is s u m m e d  
up a l l  t o  o f t e n  w i t h  t h a t  p h r a s e ,  " I f  t h e  w o m e n  c a n  
w e a r  m a s c u l i n e  a t t i r e  i n  p u b l i c  - why n o t  t he  m a l e  
T V ?  Let  us be  r e a s o n a b l e  f i r s t ;  f a i r  i n  our  d e m a n d s  
i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ;  and t h i r d l y ,  l e t  us c o n s i d e r  c o m 
m o n  t a b o o s  of  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  a f f e c t  e v e r y o n e  r e g a r d 
l e s s  of  s ex .

S e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  on t h e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  l e v e l  is 
l e g a l  - b u t  o n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  pr i vacy,  of o n e ’s h o m e  or 
e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s i d e n c e .  Bod i l y  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  e q u a l l y  
b o t h  n a t u r a l  and l e g a l  - b u t  a g a i n ,  o n l y  i n  t he  r e s 
i d e n c e  or p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  m a i n t a i n e d  for  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  
L e g a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  w h a t  you  do i n  yo u r  own h o m e  - is 
y o u r  own d o i n g  and  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r .  H o w e v e r ,  j u s t  as 
so m a n y  of  us b l e a t  ou t  a b o u t  our  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Rights 
j u s t  so m a n y  of  us f a i l  to r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e s e  r i g h t s  
do n o t  and  c a n n o t  e x i s t  for  us u n l e s s  we f i r s t  g r a n t  
t h e m  to our  f e l l o w m e n .  If  we i n d u l g e  i n  e x t r e m e  
l ou d  m u s i c ,  p r o f a n i t y  t h a t  c a n  be o v e r h e a r d ,  e n g a g e  
i n  an y  a c t i o n  w h i c h  is m a n i f e s t e d ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  
an y  way  - e i t h e r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or u n - i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
t h r o u g h ,  or by t h e  use  of  any  of  t h e  f i v e  p h y s i c a l  
s e n s e s  t o w a r d  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  or g r oup  - we h a v e  
o v e r s t e p p e d  our  r i g h t s ;  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  i n f r i n g e d  on 
t h o s e  of  o t h e r ’s.

C i v i l i z a t i o n  h a s  p r o d u c e d  s o c i e t i e s  and s o c i e t i e s  
w h i c h  h a v e  p r o d u c e d ,  t h r o u g h  t he  age s  our  c i t i e s .  
T h e s e  c o m p l e x  v o r t i c e s  of  h u m a n i t y  and h u m a n  a f 
f a i r s ,  h a v e  p l a c e d  us i n  c l o s e r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  one  a n 
o t h e r  and  t h i s  h a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l -
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at ions t h a t  g o v e r n  our  l i f e .  I am sure  t h a t  no TV 
would e x p e r i e n c e  any  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l i v i n g  h i s  l i f e  
jus t  as he c h o s e  t o  i n  t h e  d e s e r t e d  p a r t s  of  D e a t h  
Va l l e y .  T h e  on l y  c a t c h  is - who w i l l  s u p p l y  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h i n g ?  T h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o s m e t i c s ?  Who 
wi l l  b u i l d  t h e  h o u s e  o v e r  y o u r  h e a d ?  Who w i l l  p r o 
vide t h e  raw l u m b e r ,  t he  r aw f a b r i c s  t o  c r e a t e  y o u r  
s p e c i a l  d e s i g n s ?  T h e  a n s we r  is o b v i o u s  - m a n y  p e o p l e !  
So i t  is t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  of  o n e s e l f  w i l l  a l w a y s  o b l i g a t e  
one to a s s o c i a t e  wi t h  o t h e r s .  T h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  is a t w o -  
way s t r e e t  - a t  a l l  t i m e s !

S o c i e t y  has  n e v e r  d e n i e d  t h a t  i t  is c o m p o s e d  of 
many  t y p e s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  - b o t h  s o - c a l l e d  n o r m a l  and 
a b n o r m a l .  S o c i e t y  d e s i r e s  to  s ee  t h e  s e x e s  r e p r o d u c e  
t h e i r  k i nd  - e x p e r i e n c e  has  s hown t h a t  such  c a n  r e a d 
i l y  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  p r i v a t e  - i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  
( e v e n  t h o u g h  s o me  f i nd  i t  so) to  i n d u l g e  i n  p u b l i c .  
S o c i e t y  is g e n e r a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o m o t i n g  an i n 
d i v i d u a l s  h a p p i n e s s  - b u t  no t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  a n 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  or g r o u p .

T h i s  is why I c a n  so e m p h a t i c a l l y  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t he  
i d e a  b e h i n d  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  - t h e  i d e a  of  " f i n d i n g  a 
p l a c e "  bo t h  on a m e n t a l ,  as w e l l  as a p h y s i c a l  l e v e l  
wh e r e  T V ’s c a n  p u r s u e  t h e i r  s t a t e  of  h a p p i n e s s  and 
y e t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  no t  i m p o s e  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  or 

| t h e o r i e s  on o t h e r s .  I b e l i e v e  i n  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  
when  I m y s e l f  c a n  h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  b e n e f i t s  
a l l  p e r s o n s ;  b u t  I t h i n k  m o s t  p e o p l e  e s p e c i a l l y  T V ’s 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  h a v e  to  a d m i t  t h a t  our  b e l i e f s  and  p r a c 
t i c e s  n e v e r  we r e  and n e v e r  w i l l  be  u n i v e r s a l .  So,  our  
a c t i o n  s h o u l d  on l y  be d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  g a i n i n g  our  own 
p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m s  w i t h i n  t he  c o n f i n e s  of  t h e  s o c i e t y  
i n  wh i c h  we l i v e .  We w i l l  g e t  m u c h  f u r t h e r  i f  we a r e  
t o  use a p a s s i v e  b u t  p u r p o s e f u l  a p p r o a c h  in w h a t e v e r  
we do to g a i n  t h a t  n i c h e  in  S o c i e t y ' s  c o m p l e x  s y s t e m .

T h o s e  who d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  - and 
m a n y  w i l l  - a r e  t h o s e ,  who i n  t he  c o u r s e  of  p u r s u i n g  
t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  h a p p i n e s s ,  h a v e  n u m b e r e d  a m o n g  
t h e s e  h a p p i n e s s e s  t h e  " d e s i r e  for  a p p r o v a l  by o t h e r s , "  
d e s i r e  to  be s e e n  and e v a l u a t e d  by o t h e r s ,  d e s i r e  to 
l e t  o t h e r s  know a n o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n  
n a t u r e  i n  m a n .

i
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Let  us be r e a l i s t i c  and see  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  of  t h e s e  
i m p e l l i n g  and i m p u l s i v e  " d e s i r e s ” i n c l u d e  t h e  d e f i n 
i t i o n  of  " o t h e r s " .  We j u s t  d o n ’ t h a v e  t he  r i g h t  t o  i n 
f r i n g e  on o t h e r s  - a n y m o r e  t h a n  we d e s i r e  t h e m  to i n 
f r i n g e  on our  h o p e d - f o r ,  l i t t l e  c i r c l e  of  u n i q u e  and 
s o m e t i m e s  v e r y  a r t i s t i c  p e o p l e  who,  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  
e x t r e m e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of  n a t u r e ,  f i nd  n o r m a l i t y  on a n 
o t h e r  l e v e l  of  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n .

T h e r e  is no g u i l t  t o  be f e l t  - none  n e e d e d .  You 
a r e  w h a t  y ou  a r e  - u n l e s s  you  a r e  an e x p e r i m e n t e r  i n  
T V .  W i t h o u t  g u i l t  - t h e r e  is no s h a m e .  When you 
s e e k  t he  c o m p a n y  of  f r i e n d s  or m a t r i m o n i a l  m a t e s  - 
n o t  y o u r  own s e l f i s h n e s s  and i t s  d e s i r e s .  On l y  t h e n  
w i l l  you  m e e t  t h o s e  who u n d e r s t a n d  you  and wi t h  
whom you  c a n  s h a r e  s o me  of  t h e  g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i z e d  
t a l e n t s  t h a t  a l l  p e r s o n s  a p p l a u d  and a c c e p t .  Th i s  is 
w h a t  m a k e s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  a c 
c e p t a b l e  t o  S o c i e t y  - he  has  used  hi s  t a l e n t  for  a c t 
i ng ,  d a n c i n g ,  v o c a l i z i n g ,  m i m i c r y  and c h a r a c t e r i z 
a t i o n  as a u n i q u e  and p e r f e c t  a r t .  T h i s ,  as any  of  
t h e m  c a n  t e l l  you ,  d id n o t  c o m e  e a s i l y  - t h e y  s w e a t e d  
for ,  and g a i n e d ,  i n  t he  e n d ,  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  d e 
s i r e .

For  t h e  r e s t  of  us,  i n c l u d i n g  m y s e l f ,  w i t h o u t  t he  
n e c e s s a r y  f e a t u r e s  or b u i l d  to r a t e  a t a l e n t  for  m i m 
i c r y  a c c e p t a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c ,  we m u s t  s e e k  a way t o  
c o m m u n i c a t e  wi t h  e a c h  o t h e r  - to h e l p ,  i f  p o s s i b l e  - 
t o  e x p l a i n  i f  n e c e s s a r y  to t h e  n e w c o m e r  who is s u d d e n 
ly e n g u l f e d  wi t h  t h e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  c o n t r a r i n e s s  of  hi s  
p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  s e l f ,  and t hus  g a i n  for  our  g roup  
t he  c o m f o r t  t h a t  c o m e s  f r om c o m m u n i o n  wi t h  l i k e  
p e r s o n s .

And,  l a s t l y ,  w h i l e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  of  TV l e t  us 
n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e r e  a l w a y s  w i l l  be two s i des  of  
e v e r y  i s s u e  to be c o n t e n d e d  wi t h  - our  s i de  and t he  
o t h e r s .
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Sunuival b y D onna L o u is e  (5 - A - 4 )
He d r o v e  s w i f t l y  and s t e a d i l y  and a b o u t  four  h o u r s  

l a t e r  he e n t e r e d  d o w n t o w n  P i t t s b u r g h .  T h e  snow was 
a l l  m e l t e d  b u t  i t  was s t i l l  c o l d .  His f i r s t  s t op  was  a 
ha i r  goods  shop ,  wh e r e  he s e l e c t e d  a b e a u t i f u l  wi g  and 
put  i t  on.

Ne x t  he  p a r k e d  by a h u g e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e ,  wh e r e  
he b r o k e  in by b r e a k i n g  t h e  g l a s s  w i t h  a t i r e  i r o n  as he 
had  done  a t  t he  wig s h o p .  He was h u n g r y  so he  c h a n g e d  
i n t o  a w a i t r e s s ’ u n i f o r m ,  b r o k e  i n t o  a r e s t a u r a n t  a c r o s s  
t he  s t r e e t  and c o o k e d  a good m e a l .  Th i s  t i m e  he  d i d 
n ’t b o t h e r  to wash t he  d i s h e s ,  b u t  h u r r i e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e .

S e v e r a l  hour s  l a t e r  he  e m e r g e d  w e a r i n g  a b l a c k  
c o m b i n a t i o n  b r a  and p a n t y  g i r d l e ,  b l a c k  h o s e ,  b l a c k  
s l i p ,  b l a c k  s h e a t h  d r e s s ,  r ed s l i p p e r s ,  r ed  h a t ,  r ed  
p u r s e ,  and r ed  e a r r i n g s ,  n a i l  p o l i s h  and l i p s t i c k  to 
m a t c h ,  t o p p e d  of f  w i t h  a l u x u r i o u s  fur  c o a t .

He w a l k e d  b r i s k l y  down t he  s t r e e t ,  t h e  c l i c k i n g  of 
h i s  h i g h  h e e l s  a p l e a s a n t  s o u n d - i n  h i s  e a r s ,  t i l l  he  
r e a c h e d  t he  C a d i l l a c  a g e n c y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d o ws  he 
saw a p i n k  c o n v e r t i b l e  i n  t he  s h o w r o o m ,  a b e a u t i f u l  
c a r ,  j u s t  wh a t  he w a n t e d .  He b r o k e  i n ,  f i l l e d  t h e  c a r  
a t  t he  gas  p u mp  and ,  o p e n i n g  t h e  b a c k  d o o r ,  he  d r o v e  
b a c k  to t he  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e .

He s t a r t e d  p a c k i n g  c l o t h e s  i n  s u i t c a s e s :  Bras,  p a n -
t i e s ,  g i r d l e s ,  c o r s e t s ,  s l i p s ,  h o s e ,  g a r t e r s ,  s hoes ,  
d r e s s e s - - any t h i n g  he  saw t h a t  a p p e a l e d  to h i m .  He 
h a l t e d  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  wh e n  he r e a l i z e d  i t  was g e t t i n g  
d a r k  i n  t h e  s t o r e .

In t he  w o m e n  e m p l o y e e s ’ l o u n g e  he f o u n d  a h o t  
p l a t e ,  a r e f r i g e r a t o r  and a s o f a .  He h u r r i e d  a c r o s s  t he  
s t r e e t  to t he  r e s t a u r a n t  and b r o u g h t  b a c k  s o m e  food  i n  
a c a r d b o a r d  box for  h i s  s u p p e r .  N e x t  m o r n i n g  he  c h a n 
ged i n t o  h i s  w a i t r e s s  u n i f o r m  and c o o k e d  a g ood  b r e a k 
f a s t  in  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  He h a d n ’t s l e p t  v e r y  w e l l  on 
t he  so f a ,  so w h i l e  he  a t e  he  d e c i d e d  to  l o o k  for  a p l a c e  
to l i v e ,  an a p a r t m e n t  wh e r e  he c o u l d  r e a c h  hi s  s o u r c e s  
of s u p p l y  for  f ood and c l o t h i n g ,  y e t  a w a y  f r o m t h e  b o d 
i e s .

When he  l e f t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  h e  c a r r i e d  a box f i l l e d



w i t h  c a n n e d  g o o d s .  As he w a l k e d  he n o t i c e d  t h e  e a s e  
wi t h  w h i c h  he  w a l k e d  c o m p a r e d  t o  hi s  h o b b l e d  s t r i d e  
t h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  i n  t he  t i g h t  d r e s s .  He r e s o l v e d  in 
t h e  f u t u r e  he  wo u l d  do hi s  " s h o p p i n g ” i n  n i c e  c l o t h e s ,  
t h e n  r e t u r n  i n  " s e n s i b l e ” c l o t h i n g  t o  p i c k  up hi s  " p u r 
c h a s e s ” for  r e m o v a l  to h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  He s e t  t he  
box in t he  C a d i l l a c  and s t a r t e d  to g e t  i n  and d r i v e  of f .

"No ,  " he s a i d  a l o u d .  " I ' m  g o i n g  h o u s e  h u n t i n g .
I ' l l  w e a r  c l o t h e s  s u i t a b l e  for  w h a t  I ' m  d o i n g .  I ' m  a 
w. ea l t hy  y o u n g  w o m a n  l o o k i n g  for  a l u x u r y  a p a r t m e n t ,  
and I m a y  as w e l l  dres s  t he  p a r t . ”

So he  d r e s s e d  i n  e x p e n s i v e  c l o t h e s .  Ove r  b r a  and 
g i r d l e  he  pu t  on a s l i p ,  a f u l l ,  d a r k  b l u e  s k i r t ,  a wh i t e  
s i l k  b l o u s e .  Be i ge  h o s e ,  b l a c k  c u b a n  h e e l  shoes ,  and 
w h i t e  p u r s e  and g l o v e s  f i n i s h e d  hi s  c o s t u m e .  He p i c k 
ed up a n e w s p a p e r  i n  t h e  w o m e n ' s  l o u n g e  and t u r n e d  to 
t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c t i o n .  M a r k i n g  s e v e r a l  l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  
a d d r e s s e s ,  he w e n t  to l o o k  a t  t h e m .

T h e  t h i r d  p l a c e  he  l o o k e d  a t  was j u s t  wh a t  he 
w a n t e d .  I t  was  two s t o r i e s  of two a p a r t m e n t s  e a c h ,  
w i t h  a sor t  of  p e n t h o u s e  on t o p .  Th e  p e n t h o u s e  had  
t wo b e d r o o m s ,  t wo  b a t h s ,  k i t c h e n ,  d i n i n g  r o o m,  l i v i n g  
r o o m ,  e n t r y  h a l l  and l a n d s c a p e d  c o u r t y a r d .  I t  was 
r e a c h e d  by a p r i v a t e  e l e v a t o r  and by a s t a i r w a y  f rom 
t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .

Th e  b u i l d i n g  was a b r a n d  new one ,  i n  a n e wl y  d e 
v e l o p e d  s u b u r b a n  s e c t i o n  j u s t  n o r t h  of t he  c i t y .  I t  
was no t  y e t  o c c u p i e d ,  t h o u g h  he  f ound  c l o t h i n g  i n  the j 
m a n a g e r ' s  q u a r t e r s  in t he  b a s e m e n t .  Al l  t he  a p a r t m e n 
ts we r e  f u l l y  f u r n i s h e d  i n c l u d i n g  d r a p e s  and c a r p e t s .
He wo u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  to g e t  l i n e n s ,  d i s h e s  and cook
i n g  u t e n s i l s .  In t h e  b a s e m e n t  he  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  an 
a u x i l i a r y  e l e c t r i c  g e n e r a t o r  p o w e r e d  by a g a s o l i n e  
e n g i n e ,  and a w e l l  c o m p l e t e  wi t h  p u m p .

Back a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e ,  he " s h o p p e d "  for  
work  c l o t h i n g :  A d o z e n  p a i r  of  s e r v i c e a b l e  c o t t o n  pan-i
t i e s ,  a l ik e  n u m b e r  of  b r a s  and s l i p s  of t he  s a m e  ma t -  ] 
e r i a l ,  and s e v e r a l  h o u s e d r e s s e s ,  a l o n g  wi t h  a n k l e  socks!  
and  f l a t s .  C h a n g i n g  f r o m " s h o p p i n g "  c l o t h e s  to work 
c l o t h e s ,  he  l o a d e d  t he  c a r  wi t h  t he  work  c l o t h e s ,  the ] 
s u i t c a s e s  he  h a d  f i l l e d  t he  day  b e f o r e ,  and s h e e t s ,



pi l lows ,  s oap ,  d i s h e s ,  and o t h e r  h o u s e h o l d  i t e m s  he  
c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .

By the  t i m e  he  had  a l l  t h i s  u n l o a d e d  a t  t h e  a p a r t 
m e n t  h o u s e  and t a k e n  up to  the p e n t h o u s e  by t h e  e l e v a t o r  
he was h o t  and h u n g r y  and c o v e r e d  wi t h  p e r s p i r a t i o n ,  
so he  b a t h e d ,  p u t  on c l e a n  u n d e r w e a r  and h o u s e d r e s s .
He t h e n  c o o k e d  and a t e  a l a t e  l u n c h .  He s p e n t  t he  r e s t  
of t he  day  p u t t i n g  away  hi s  " p u r c h a s e s ” i n  h i s  b e d r o o m  
and k i t c h e n .  I t  was d a r k  whe n  he  f i n i s h e d ,  so he p u t  
on a f i l m y  n i g h t g o w n  and w e n t  to b e d .

Ne x t  m o p n i n g  he h e a r d  s o m e t h i n g  s c r a t c h i n g ,  a r o u n d  
o u t s i d e  t he  a p a r t m e n t .  O p e n i n g  t he  door ,  he  was  h o r r 
i f i e d  to see h a l f  a d o z e n  b i g  r a t s  in t he  e n t r y w a y .  T h e y  
m a d e  a dash  t o wa r d  h i m  and he s l a m m e d  t he  do o r ,  c a t 
c h i n g  one r a t ' s  h e a d  b e t w e e n  t he  door  and t he  j a m .  
T e r r i f i e d ,  he o p e n e d  t he  do o r  a l i t t l e  t o  t ry t o  k i c k  
h i m  o u t .  Th e  o t h e r  r a t s  s e i z e d  h i m  and p u l l e d  h i m  out  
of t he  way,  d e v o u r i n g  h i m  as t h e y  w e n t .  He s l a m m e d  
t he  door  a g a i n  and l o c k e d  i t .

He r an  to  t he  wi n d o ws  and l o o k e d  o u t .  He c o u l d  
see  s e v e r a l  r a t s  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  in t he  c o u r t y a r d ,  and 
down b e l o w  on t he  s t r e e t s  he c o u l d  see  h o r d e s  of t h e m ,  
c o m i n g  f rom t h e  n o r t h ,  and e n t e r i n g  e v e r y  h o u s e .  For 
t wo  days  he  c o w e r e d  i n  s l e e p l e s s  t e r r o r  w h i l e  t he  r a t s  
s q u e a l e d  and f o u g h t  o u t s i d e  h i s  d o o r .  T h e  s e c o n d  
n i g h t  he f e l l  a s l e e p  i n  u t t e r  e x h a u s t i o n .  When he  woke  
up n e x t  m o r n i n g  i t  was s t r a n g e l y  s i l e n t  o u t s i d e .

C a u t i o u s l y  he o p e n e d  t he  d o o r .  S e e i n g  no r a t s  he 
we n t  down to t he  o u t e r  door ,  wh i c h  he had  i n a d v e r t a n t 
ly l e f t  o p e n ,  and t h r o u g h  wh i c h  t he  r a t s  h a d  e n t e r e d  
t he  b u i l d i n g .  He saw on l y  a few s t r a g g l e r s  s c u r r y i n g  
s o u t h w a r d .  He m a d e  a t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and found  none  of  t he  r o d e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  he  saw w h e r e  
t h e y  had  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  g e t  i n  t he  o t h e r  a p a r t 
m e n t s .  He n e v e r  saw t he  r a t s  a g a i n ;  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r e d  
as m y s t e r i o u s l y  as t h e y  had  c o m e .  He l a t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h e y  h ad  e a t e n  e v e r y t h i n g  e d i b l e  to r a t s  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  g e t  to,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  d e c o m p o s i n g  b o d i e s ,  and 
t h e n  had  g o n e  e l s e w h e r e  in  s e a r c h  of f o o d .  Wi t h  t he  
b o d i e s  p i c k e d  c l e a n ,  t he  a i r  was c l e a r e d  and i t  s m e l l 
ed f r esh  and s w e e t  as he now b r e a t h e d  i t .
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T h e  n e x t  few days  he  s p e n t  d u s t i n g ,  c l e a n i n g  and 
c o o k i n g  in h i s  work c l o t h e s ;  in  t he  e v e n i n g s  he  woul d  
d r e s s  up i n  f o r m a l  e v e n i n g  we a r  or s ome  o t h e r  n i c e  co s 
t u m e ,  and  e a t  t h e  d i n n e r  he  had  had  c o o k i n g  d u r i n g  the 
d a y ,  s o m e t i m e s  e a t i n g  by c a n d l e l i g h t .

One m o r n i n g  he woke  up to  a b e a u t i f u l  s p r i n g  d a y - -  
wa r m s u n s h i n e ,  b a l m y  a i r ,  s i n g i n g  b i r d s - - w h i c h  m a d e  
h i m  f e e l  g l a d  to be a l i v e ,  and g a v e  h i m  an i d e a .  He 
q u i c k l y  a t e ,  d r e s s e d  i n  ’’s h o p p i n g ” c l o t h e s  and d r o v e  to 
” h i s ” d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e .  T h e r e  he  s e l e c t e d  a w a r d r o b e  
of  s po r t s  c l o t h e s ,  s u n s u i t s ,  s ho r t s ,  h a l t e r s ,  s w i m s u i t s ,  
and a l s o  p i c k e d  up s e v e r a l  b o t t l e s  of s u n t a n  l o t i o n ,  and 
a t e n n i s  r a c q u e t  and s e v e r a l  t e n n i s  b a l l s .

R e t u r n i n g  to h i s  a p a r t m e n t  he  p u t  on a t e n n i s  c o s 
t u m e  wi t h  p r e t t y  l a c y  p a n t i e s  and s p e n t  a h a p p y  hour  
i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d ,  h i t t i n g  t e n n i s  b a l l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l .  
When he was ou t  of b r e a t h  f r om so mu c h  e x e r t i o n ,  he 
s h o w e r e d ,  r u b b e d  s u n t a n  l o t i o n  on hi s  bo d y ,  d o n n e d  a 
s u n s u i t ,  and s t r e t c h e d  h i m s e l f  out  in t he  sun i n  t he  
c o u r t y a r d .  He d o z e d  a wa y  t he  e n t i r e  a f t e r n o o n ,  and 
e v e r y  day  a f t e r  t h i s  he s p e n t  s o me  t i m e  s u n n i n g  h i m 
s e l f ,  a c q u i r i n g  a n i c e  t a n .

He f ound  a b ook  on f e m i n i n e  b e a u t y  c a r e ,  and b e 
gan  to s pend  an h o u r  or so e a c h  day on t he  c a r e  of hi s  
n a i l s ,  f a c e ,  h a i r ,  s k i n .  His  b e a r d  had  n e v e r  b e e n  
h e a v y ,  so he  k e p t  t he  whiskers  p l u c k e d  out  a l o n g  wi t h  
p l u c k i n g  hi s  e y e b r o w s .  He p r a c t i c e d  a bus t  d e v e l o p i n g  
e x e r c i s e  r e c o m m e n d e d  i n  t he  book ,  wh i c h  d i d  s ee m to 
h e l p  a l i t t l e .  He l a i d  i n  a good  s upp l y  of  b e a u t y  a i ds ,  
as c l e a n s i n g  c r e a m s ,  c o s m e t i c s ,  h o m e  p e r m a n e n t s  ( t o  
use whe n  hi s  h a i r  b e c a m e  l o n g e r ) ,  m a n i c u r e  se t s ,  e t c .

He wor e  c o t t o n  g l o v e s  to p r o t e c t  h i s  h a n d s  and 
n a i l s  wh e n  he was  h a n d l i n g  h e a v y  m a t e r i a l  and r u b b e r  
g l o v e s  wh e n  he wa s h e d  d i s h e s .  His c o m p l e x i o n  b e c a m e  
c l e a r  and h i s  s k i n  s o f t  and l o v e l y .

He f i l l e d  t he  s w i m m i n g  p o o l  in t he  b a c k y a r d  and 
w e n t  s w i m m i n g  e v e r y  d a y ,  c o m b i n i n g  t h i s  w i t h  hi s  s un 
b a t h i n g .  T h e  t a n  he  a c q u i r e d  by d o i n g  t h i s  g a v e  h i m 
m u c h  p l e a s u r e  as he l o o k e d  a t  hi s  f i g u r e  i n  t he  f u l l  
l e n g t h  m i r r o r  w h i l e  d r e s s i n g .  He c o u l d  see  t he  c r e a m y  
w h i t e  sk i n  b e g i n  w h e r e  t h e  t a n  e n d e d  a t  h i s  s w i m s u i t
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l i n e - - j u s t  l i k e  a g i r l ’ s!

He b e g a n  a c c u m u l a t i n g  a h u g e  w a r d r o b e  of  v a r i o u s  
types of f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y .  He wou l d  d r e s s  i n  v a r i o u s  
cos t umes ,  p r e t e n d i n g  to be t h e  t y p e  of g i r l  he  t h o u g h t  
would we a r  a p a r t i c u l a r  k i nd  of c l o t h i n g .

Th e  w e a l t h y  y o u n g  w o m a n  in t he  p e n t h o u s e  w o u l d  
be his r e a l  s e l f ,  he d e c i d e d .  Her  n a m e  wo u l d  be  C h a r 
l ene  ( a n d  f rom t h i s  t i m e  on he a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  of h i m 
s e l f  as C h a r l e n e ) .  She wo u l d  we a r  on l y  t he  m o s t  e x p e n 
s ive  c l o t h i n g .  She wou l d  i n s t a l l  a m a i d  i n  t he  o t h e r  
b e d r o o m  to do t he  c l e a n i n g ,  c o o k i n g ,  s h o p p i n g .  C h a r 
l e n e  woul d  shop on l y  for  h e r  own c l o t h e s .

Th e  m a i d  A n n e t t e ,  d r e s s e d  in  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  i n e x 
p e n s i v e  c l o t h e s ,  w a l k e d  to t o wn ,  " p u r c h a s e d ” a new 
C h e v r o l e t ,  t h e n  s h o p p e d  for  a c o m p l e t e  w a r d r o b e ,  w h i c h  
she p u t  away  in h e r  b e d r o o m .  She s p e n t  m a n y  p l e a s a n t  
hour s  c l e a n i n g  h e r  m i s t r e s s '  a p a r t m e n t  and c o o k i n g  for 
h e r .

Th e  e l e c t r i c i t y  w e n t  off ,  and C h a r l e n e  w e n t  t o  t h e  
b a s e m e n t  to t u rn  on t h e  a u x i l i a r y  e l e c t r i c  s y s t e m .  She  
saw t h a t  t he  gas  was low in t h e  t a n k  and t h a t  she  wo u l d  
soon h a v e  to f i nd  m o r e  or be w i t h o u t  e l e c t r i c i t y .  She 
knew t h a t  t h e r e  wo u l d  be  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  do,  l i k e  s t a r t 
i ng  t he  p u mp  on t h e  w e l l  whe n  t h e  w a t e r  s y s t e m  b r o k e  
d o wn .  She d e c i d e d  to  h a v e  a m a n a g e r  to t a k e  c a r e  of  
t h i s  wo r k .  So she b e c a m e  Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  on t h e s e  o c c 
as i ons  .

Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  was a m i d d l e  a g e d  wi d o w wi t h  g r e y 
i n g  h a i r ,  and s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to do t he  h e a v y  wo r k .  T h e  
c l o t h i n g  a l r e a d y  in  t he  m a n a g e r ’s a p a r t m e n t  was t oo  
l a r g e ,  so she t h r e w  i t  a w a y  and Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  g o t  a 
new w a r d r o b e .  She was a l i t t l e  old f a s h i o n e d ,  so she  
wore  b l o o m e r s ,  h e a v y  c o r s e t s ,  l o n g e r  d r e s s e s  and low 
h e e l e d  s h o e s .  She d r o v e  a V o l k s w a g e n  wh e n  s h o p p i n g  
for  h e r s e l f  and used a p a n e l  t r u c k  wh e n  h a u l i n g  g a s o l 
i n e  or a n y t h i n g  for  t he  b u i l d i n g .

Before  C h a r l e n e  knew i t ,  a u t u m n  h a d  c o m e  wi t h  
c o o l  n i g h t s  and n i p p y  m o r n i n g s .  I t  was t u r n i n g  c o l d  
e a r l y ,  and she h e a r d  g e e s e  o v e r h e a d  f l y i n g  s ou t h  m u c h  
e a r l i e r  t h a n  u s u a l - - a  s i gn  of a h a r d  and e a r l y  w i n t e r .
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So she  h ad  A n n e t t e  l a y  in  a good supp l y  of f ood ,  and 
Mr s .  A c k e r m a n  h a u l e d  s e v e r a l  b a r r e l s  of g a s o l i n e  for  
t h e  e n g i n e  t h a t  r a n  t he  e l e c t r i c  g e n e r a t o r .  I t  was  h a r d  
wor k  p u m p i n g  t he  f u e l  i n t o  t he  t an k s  wi t h  a h a n d  p u m p ,  
and  she was e x h a u s t e d  wh e n  she f i n i s h e d .  So she b a t h 
ed ,  a t e  a c o l d  s u p p e r ,  and w e n t  to bed  t h a t  n i g h t  as 
Mrs .  A c k e r m a n .

Ne x t  a f t e r n o o n  c l o u d s  c o v e r e d  t he  sun,  a c o l d  wind 
b r o u g h t  in s l e e t ,  and the  t e m p e r a t u r e  d r o p p e d  way b e 
l ow f r e e z i n g .  Wa t e r  p i p e s  b u r s t  a l l  o v e r  t own and a l l  
t h e  w a t e r  r an  ou t ,  so she s t a r t e d  t h e  w e l l  p u m p .  Th i s  
c o l d  wa v e  l a s t e d  s e v e r a l  days ,  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  a few 
day s  of w a r m e r  w e a t h e r .  Du r i n g  t h i s  wa r m s p e l l  C h a r 
l e n e  s e a r c h e d  t i l l  she f o u n d  a w a r e h o u s e  f i l l e d  wi t h  
w i n t e r  c l o t h i n g ,  and  h ad  A n n e t t e  l o a d  t he  p a n e l  t r u c k  
w i t h  t he  g a r m e n t s  she h a d  c h o s e n  and b r i n g  t h e m  t o  h e r  
a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e .

One d a y  when  l e a d e n  s k i e s  h ad  d r o p p e d  snow so 
t h i c k  t h a t  v i s i b i l i t y  was a l m o s t  z e r o ,  a s u d d e n  wind 
b l e w a wa y  t h e  c l o u d s ,  and t he  sun c a m e  out  b r i g h t l y  
for  a l i t t l e  w h i l e .  Q u i c k l y  d o n n i n g  a f u l l  woo l  s k i r t ,  
s w e a t e r ,  k n e e - h i g h  s p o r t  hos e  and s po r t  s hoes ,  C h a r l e n e  
r u s h e d  o u t d o o r s .  She e n j o y e d  t he  f e e l  of  t he  wind as 
i t  w h i p p e d  h e r  s k i r t ,  and w h i s t l e d  a r o u n d  h e r  b a r e  
t h i g h s  u n d e r  s k i r t  as she r a n  a b o u t  t he  c o u r t y a r d ,  s h o u t 
i n g  and l u a g h i n g  and t h r o w i n g  s n o w b a l l s .

S u d d e n l y  t h e  wi nd  d i e d  and t he  sun w e n t  b e h i n d  a 
t h i c k  c l o u d .  She l o s t  a l l  h e r  g a y e t y  and  f e l t  g l o o m ;  
and d e p r e s s e d .  She r a n  i n t o  h e r  b e d r o o m ,  t h r e w h e r 
s e l f  d o wn  on the  b ed ,  and c r i e d  h e r s l e f  to s l e e p  in l o n e 
l i n e s s .

She  f e l l  i n t o  a sor t  of r o u t i n e .  A n n e t t e  wou l d  c o o k ,  
C h a r l e n e  wo u l d  e a t ,  A n n e t t e  wo u l d  wash t he  d i s h e s  and 
c l e a n  up t he  k i t c h e n .  Ever y  w e e k  or so Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  
w o u l d  c h e c k  t h e  e l e c t r i c  g e n e r a t o r  and t h e  w a t e r  p u m p .  
One m o r n i n g  C h a r l e n e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  g o i n g  to t he  
t r o u b l e  of d r e s s i n g  as A n n e t t e ,  so she j u s t  a t e  s ome  
dry  c e r e a l  and  c a n n e d  f r u i t  w i t h  c o n d e n s e d  m i l k  for  
b r e a k f a s t .  She t o o k  to  l e a v i n g  on h e r  n i g h t g o w n ,  m e r 
e l y  t h r o w i n g  on a n e g l i g e e  ov e r  i t  i n  t he  d a y t i m e .  She 
s a t  a r o u n d  r e a d i n g  and l i s t e n i n g  to m u s i c  on t h e  p h o n o 
g r a p h  a good  d e a l  and a t e  n o t h i n g  b u t  s a n d w i c h e s  and
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sweet s  l i k e  c o o k i e s  and c a n d y .  She s e e m e d  to  be  i n  a 
t o r p o r .

Jus t  b e f o r e  d a y l i g h t  one m o r n i n g  she a w o k e  f e e l i n g  
c h i l l y .  She f l i p p e d  t he  l i g h t  s wi t c h  and t h e r e  was no 
l i g h t .  F r i g h t e n e d ,  she l e a p e d  out  of b e d ,  f l u n g  on a 
robe and r an  to t he  e l e v a t o r .  It  w o u l d n ' t  wo r k .  F r a n 
t i c a l l y  she h u r r i e d  down t h e  t h r e e  f l i g h t s  of s t a i r s  to 
the b a s e m e n t ,  u s i n g  a f l a s h l i g h t .

The  g a s o l i n e  e n g i n e  t h a t  d r o v e  t he  e l e c t r i c  g e n e r 
a t o r  was s i l e n t ,  ou t  of  f u e l .  She was b r e a t h i n g  h e a v i l y  
and the  p e r s p i r a t i o n  f r om h e r  u n a c c u s t o m e d  e x e r t i o n  
was b e g i n n i n g  to c h i l l  h e r .  She h u r r i e d  i n t o  Mrs .  A c k 
e r m a n ' s  a p a r t m e n t  and b e g a n  t o  d r e s s :  T h e  b l o o m e r s ,
t hen  a wool  k n i t  s l i p .  To  s ave  t i m e  she l e f t  on t he  
bra  she was a l r e a d y  w e a r i n g .  She s t e p p e d  i n t o  a wo o l  
b u t t o n  f r o n t  d r e s s - - a n d  c o u l d n ’ t b u t t o n  i t !

Q u i c k l y ,  for  t he  b u i l d i n g  was g e t t i n g  c o l d e r ,  she 
l e f t  t he  f r o n t  of t he  dres s  u n b u t t o n e d ,  f a s t e n e d  t he  
b e l t ,  and r u s h e d  to t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m .  She p u m p e d  t he  
t a n k  a b o u t  one f o u r t h  f u l l  of  gas ,  and s t a r t e d  t h e  m o t 
or .  T h e  l i g h t s  c a m e  on f i r s t ,  t h e n  t h e  e l e c t r i c  h e a t e r s  
b e g a n  to f u n c t i o n .  G r a d u a l l y ,  w h i l e  she f i n i s h e d  f i l l 
i ng  t he  t a n k ,  t he  h e a t e r  w a r m e d  t he  r o o m .

Back in  Mrs .  A c k e r m a n ' s  a p a r t m e n t ,  wa r m  a g a i n  
now,  she l o o k e d  in  t he  m i r r o r .  She was a s t o n i s h e d  a t  
wh a t  she saw:  A s c r a g g l y  b e a r d  s p r o u t e d  on h e r  f a c e ,
h e r  h a i r  was u n c o m b e d ,  h e r  c o m p l e x i o n  h a d  a p a s t y ,  
u n h e a l t h y  p a l l o r .  She r e a l i z e d  she h a d n ’t b a t h e d  or 
e v e n  b r u s h e d  he r  t e e t h  for  a t  l e a s t  t wo  w e e k s .  She 
l o o k e d  a w f u l !

The  e l e v a t o r  was w o r k i n g  now,  so she h a s t e n e d  up 
to C h a r l e n e  's a p a r t m e n t ,  wh e r e  she u n d r e s s e d ,  b a t h e d ,  
s h a v e d ,  p l u c k e d  h e r  e y e b r o w s ,  c o m b e d  h e r  h a i r  ( i t  was 
g e t t i n g  f a i r l y  l o n g ) ,  t r i m m e d  and p a i n t e d  h e r  n a i l s ,  
pu t  on m a k e u p .  T h e r e !  She l o o k e d  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .
But she woul d  h a v e  to we a r  g o w r s  and n e g l i g e e s  t i l l  
she c o u l d  r e d u c e .  She  we n t  on a s t r i c t  d i e t ,  d r a n k  
lo t s  of f r u i t  j u i c e s ,  and t ook  p l e n t y  of e x e r c i s e  for  t h e  
n e x t  s e v e r a l  w e e k s .  At l a s t  she was b a c k  to h e r  p r o p e r  
s i z e  and c o u l d  we a r  a l l  h e r  c l o t h e s  a g a i n .  And h e r
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She  w e n t  t o  a h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  and b r o u g h t  b a c k  a 
s u n r a y  l a m p ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  she l a y  a w h i l e  e v e r y  day  i n  
s h o r t s  and h a l t e r  t i l l  she a g a i n  h a d  a n i c e  t a n .  She had 
Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  c o m e  up and s h o v e l  t he  snow o f f  t he  
p a t h s  in t he  c o u r t y a r d .  T h e n  d r e s s e d  in wa r m c l o t h i n g ,  
C h a r l e n e  w a l k e d  in  t h e  c o l d  wi n d ,  r an ,  t h r e w s n o w b a l l s ,  
t i l l  h e r  c h e e k s  g l o w e d  p i n k .  She f e l t  good  and s l e p t  
and a t e  w e l l ,  and  wh e n  s p r i n g  c a m e ,  she was f u l l  of 
good  h e a l t h  and  v i g o r .

B e c a u s e  of an a c c i d e n t  C h a r l e n e  c o n c e i v e d  t he  i d e a  
of p u t t i n g  a ’’ t e n a n t ” i n  e a c h  a p a r t m e n t .  She was in 
t h e  k i t c h e n  s l i c i n g  one  of  t h e  l a s t  of t he  o r a n g e s  An n 
e t t e  h a d  b r o u g h t  f r om t he  s u p e r m a r k e t ,  whe n  the  k n i f e  
s l i p p e d  and she c u t  h e r  f i n g e r .  T h e r e  was no  a n t i s e p t 
i c  of  any  k i n d  t o  p u t  on i t ,  and  no b a n d a g e s  t o  wrap  i t  
i n .  She w r a p p e d  i t  i n  a c l e a n  di sh  t o w e l  and  d r o v e  to 
a d r u g s t o r e  to  g e t  s o m e  m e r e  u r o c h r  ome  or s o m e t h i n g  to 
p u t  on i t .

When she u n w r a p p e d  t he  c r u d e  b a n d a g e  she saw t h a t  
i t  was  on l y  a s l i g h t  c u t .  But she r e a l i z e d  t h a t  she 
m i g h t  g e t  h u r t  s e r i o u s l y ,  or e v e n  b e c o m e  i l l  s o me  day,  
and she r e s o l v e d  to l a y  in  a s u p p l y  of m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s .

’’Why d o n ’ t I p l a y  n u r s e  w h i l e  I g a t h e r  t he  m a t e r 
i a l s , ” she a s k e d  h e r s e l f  a l o u d .  "I  c o u l d  p l a y  nur se  
l i k e  I p l a y  A n n e t t e .  I c o u l d  g i v e  h e r  an a p a r t m e n t - -  
l e t ’s say No .  4 a t  t he  f o o t  of t he  s t a i r s .  Her  n a m e  
c a n  be " F l o ” .

So she g o t  s e v e r a l  nu r s e s  u n i f o r m s  c o m p l e t e ,  a l o n g  
wi t h  such  s t r e e t  we a r  as she t h o u g h t  a nu r s e  wo u l d  need .  
She a l s o  g o t  a Ford for  F lo  to d r i v e ,  and p u t  i t  i n  i t s  
own s t a l l  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  wi t h  t he  o t h e r  c a r s .  F lo  m a d e  
s e v e r a l  t r i p s  to d r u g s t o r e s  to p i c k  up m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s .  
O n c e  she d r o v e  to a h o s p i t a l ,  and w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  some 
of  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  and i n t o  s e v e r a l  r o o ms ,  p r e t e n d i n g  to 
be a nu r s e  on d u t y ,  b u t  i t  was t oo  g r u e s o m e ,  and she 
n e v e r  d id i t  a g a i n .

One day  in May she saw a b r i d a l  gown i n  a shop 
wi n d o w and d e c i d e d  t o  add a n o t h e r  t e n a n t - - a  b r i d e ,  
’’L u c i l l e ” . So L u c i l l e  d r e s s e d  up and w e n t  s h o p p i n g
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for her  t roussea .u for  a J u n e  w e d d i n g .  In h e r  a p a r t m e n t ,  
No. 1 on t he  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  she p u t  on h e r  w e d d i n g  c l o t h 
es.

She f e l t  l i k e  a b l u s h i n g  b r i d e  as she  d o n n e d  t he  
t r a d i t i o n a l  g a r b :  S o m e t h i n g  o l d - - a n  e x q u i s i t e  h a n d m a d e
c h e m i s e  f r om t h e  r o o m of  a w e a l t h y  P i t t s b u r g h  s o c i a l i t e  
( r e a l )  g i r l ,  who h ad  b e e n  i n  Eur ope  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
d i s a s t e r ,  s o m e t h i n g  n e w - - a  b r a n d  new p e r m a n e n t  i n  h e r  
ve r y  own h a i r ,  wh i c h  was  now l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  wa v e  p e r 
f e c t l y ;  s o m e t h i n g  b o r r o w e d - - a  p e r f e c t - f i t t i n g  b r a  wi t h  
i n f l a t a b l e  i n s e r t s  b o r r o w e d  f r om C h a r l e n e ’s w a r d r o b e ;  
s o m e t h i n g  b l u e - - a  p a i r  of  h e a v e n l y  b l u e  g a r t e r s  L u c i l l e  
had  f ound in  a b r i d e ’s shop j u s t  t wo  days  b e f o r e .

She d r o v e  t o  a n e a r b y  c h u r c h  i n  a new P o n t i a c  (a 
w e d d i n g  p r e s e n t  f r o m C h a r l e n e ) ;  w a l k e d  up t h e  a i s l e  to 
t he  s t r a i n s  of  t h e  w e d d i n g  m a r c h  p l a y e d  on a p h o n o g r a p h ,  
h u r r i e d  b a c k  down t he  a i s l e ;  and d r o v e  b a c k  to  h e r  
a p a r t m e n t  wh e r e  she h a d  h e r  " r e c e p t i o n ” , c u t t i n g  and 
e a t i n g  a p i e c e  of t h e  w e d d i n g  c a k e  and d r i n k i n g  a g l a s s  
of p u n c h ,  b o t h  m a d e  by A n n e t t e .

Af t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  p o s i n g  she c h a n g e d  t o  h e r  
g o i n g  away  s u i t  and d r o v e  of f .  But  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no one  for  h e r  t o  " h o n e y m o o n "  wi t h  k e p t  
c o m i n g  i n t o  h e r  m i n d .  She f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  and 
d r o v e  b a c k  to  t he  a p a r t m e n t .  She a t t i r e d  h e r s e l f  i n  
h e r  s h e e r  w e d d i n g  gown and n e g l i g e e ,  and h e r  l o n e l i n e 
ss so o v e r c a m e  h e r  t h a t  she l ay  down on h e r  b r i d a l  bed  
and o n ce  m o r e  c r i e d  h e r s e l f  to s l e e p .

C h a r l e n e  w a n t e d  t o  p l a c e  a n o t h e r  t e n a n t  i n  t he  
b u i l d i n g ,  s o m e o n e  who wo u l d  w e a r  d i s t i n c t i v e  c l o t h e s .  
She b r i e f l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a p o l i c e w o m a n ,  b u t  h e r  d i s t a s t e  
for  p o l i c e ,  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m h e r  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  Hugh  
T a t u m  was t oo  s t r o n g .  T h e n  she t h o u g h t  of a WAC o f f 
i c e r -  - p e r f e c  t } She d e c i d e d  to i n v i t e  C a p t a i n  B a r b a r a  
D r a p e r  of t he  W o m e n ’s Ar my  C o r p s ,  t o  b e c o m e  a t e n 
a n t  i n  a p a r t m e n t  No.  2 on t he  g r o u n d  f l o o r .  She s e l 
e c t e d  a Bui ck  as a c a r  for  B a r b a r a  and  d r o v e  i t  t o  a 
WAC e n c a m p m e n t .  T h e r e  she f o und  a c o m p l e t e  c h a n g e  
of c l o t h e s  t he  r i g h t  s i z e  and  d o n n e d  t h e m .

• C a p t .  D r a p e r  t h e n  m a d e  a t o u r  of i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  
e n t i r e  WAC b a r r a c k s ,  p i c k e d  up a l l  t h e  g a r m e n t s  of
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p r o p e r  s i z e ,  a l o n g  wi t h  such i n s i g n i a  as wo u l d  be  n e c 
e s s a r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  h e r  as a c a p t a i n ,  and l o a d e d  t h e m  in 
t h e  B u i c k .  She d r o v e  to t he  b u i l d i n g  and t o o k  o v e r  h e r  
a p a r t m e n t .  L a t e r  she s h o p p e d  for such  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  
as she  t h o u g h t  she m i g h t  n e e d .

C h a r l e n e  d e c i d e d  no t  to p l a c e  a p e r m a n e n t  t e n a n t  
i n  No.  3 a p a r t m e n t .  S h e ' d  r e s e r v e  i t  for  use by any 
f e m i n i n e  c h a r a c t e r  she m i g h t  d e s i r e  to  p l a y  for  a day 
or so .  At  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  she p l a y e d  an a i r l i n e  s t e w a r d 
ess ,  a b e a u t y  o p e r a t o r  ( i n  t h i s  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  she d r e s s 
ed  t h e  wi gs  for  t h e  o t h e r  t e n a n t s ) ,  a ch o r u s  g i r l ,  a 
v i s i t i n g  t e a c h e r  f r o m t h e  M i d - W e s t .  By p l a y i n g  A n n e t t e ,  
F l o ,  C a p t .  D r a p e r ,  Mrs .  A c k e r m a n ,  L u c i l l e ,  and t h e s e  
o t h e r s ,  she p a s s e d  t h e  t i m e  p l e a s a n t l y .

One day  she d i s c o v e r e d  a s t o r e  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  in  
i m p o r t s  f r om J a p a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  J a p a n e s e  c l o t h i n g .  H a p 
p i l y  she d r e s s e d  h e r s e l f  as a J a p a n e s e  g i r l .  Th i s  g a v e  
h e r  t h e  i d e a  of i m p e r s o n a t i n g  t he  g i r l s  of o t h e r  c o u n t 
r i e s ,  so she used  t h e  p h o n e b o o k  to f i nd  s t o r e s  t h a t  i m 
p o r t e d  such  c l o t h i n g .  T h e  m a g n i t u d e  of h e r  s u c c e s s  
a m a z e d  h e r .  She f ound  s u f f i c i e n t  c l o t h i n g  i n  such 
p l a c e s  to i m p e r s o n a t e  g i r l s  f r o m F r a n c e ,  E n g l a n d ,  G e r 
m a n y ,  Russ ia ,  I t a l y ,  C h i n a ,  I n d i a ,  E g y p t  and  M e x i c o .

So t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  p a s s e d  p l e a s a n t l y  e n o u g h ,  
and  t h e n  f a l l  h ad  p a s s e d ,  she h a d  an e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t  
of f ood  s t o r e d  in  t he  v a r i o u s  k i t c h e n s ,  e n o u g h  c l o t h i n g  
t o  k e e p  h e r  h a p p y  w i t h  m a n y  c h a n g e s ,  and g a s o l i n e  for 
t h e  g e n e r a t o r  e n g i n e  so she wo u l d  h a v e  p l e n t y  of e l e c 
t r i c i t y .  She c o n s i d e r e d  h e r s e l f  a l l  set  for  t h e  w i n t e r .

Ab o u t  t he  m i d d l e  of M a r c h  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  to 
t h e  e l e c t r i c  g e n e r a t o r ,  and  Mrs .  A c k e r m a n  c o u l d  n e v e r  
g e t  i t  t o  p r o d u c e  any  m o r e  e l e c t r i c i t y .  Th i s  c u t  off  
a l l  l i g h t ,  h e a t  and  w a t e r .  She t o i l e d  l o n g  hour s  b r e a k 
i n g  up t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i n  t he  a p a r t m e n t s  and c a r r y i n g  i t  
up t he  s t a i r s  to bu r n  in  h e r  f i r e p l a c e .

She b e c a m e  so w e a r y  she q u i t  t r y i n g  to  p l a y  e v e n  
A n n e t t e .  She  was c o n t e n t  to be  p l a i n  C h a r l e n e  Newman 
a y o u n g  w o m a n  a l l  a l o n e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  She c o n t i n u e d  
t o  t a k e  c a r e  of h e r  s k i n ,  h a i r  and n a i l s  as w e l l  as she 
c o u l d .  She  was c o m p e l l e d  to  m e l t  snow for  w a t e r  to 
d r i n k ,  b a t h e  and  c o o k  w i t h .  She c o o k e d  in  t he  f i r e 



p l a c e ,  m e r e l y  o p e n i n g  a c a n  of v e g e t a b l e  or m e a t  or 
w h a t e v e r  and  w a r m i n g  i t  o v e r  t he  c o a l s  i n  a s a u c e p a n .  
C a n d l e s  f u r n i s h e d  w h a t  l i g h t  she n e e d e d ,  w h i c h  w a s n ’t 
m u c h ,  as she was so t i r e d  she s l e p t  t h r o u g h  m o s t  of  t he  
hour s  of d a r k n e s s .

When s p r i n g  c a m e  h e r  bo d y  was i n  good  c o n d i t i o n .  
Th e  work of c a r r y i n g  t he  wood up t he  s t a i r s  h a d  k e p t  
he r  s l e n d e r  i n  w a i s t  and h i p s .  T h e  use of  g l o v e s  and 
c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  wi t h  h a n d  l o t i o n s  h a d  p r o t e c t e d  h e r  
h an d s  f rom s c r a t c h e s  and c h a p p i n g .  R e l e a s e d  f r o m t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  of u s i ng  so m u c h  t i m e  g e t t i n g  f u e l ,  she p r e 
p a r e d  to e n j o y  h e r  f e m i n i n e  f a c i l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t he  s u m 
m e r .  She swam i n  t he  p o o l ,  d o z e d  in  t h e  sun,  d r o v e  
a r o u n d  the  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  p l a y e d  h e r  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  
d e v o t i n g  h e r s e l f  to e x t r a c t i n g  a l l  t he  p l e a s u r e  she c o u l d  
f rom wh a t  she now knew wo u l d  be h e r  l a s t  s u m m e r  in 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  for  she d e c i d e d  to l e a v e  b e f o r e  w i n t e r  s e t  
i n .

H o w e v e r ,  she c o n t i n u e d  to p l a y  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  f r o s t .  
She t h e n  b e g a n  h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  to j o u r n e y  s o u t h .  She 
s e l e c t e d ,  d i s c a r d e d ,  s e l e c t e d  and  d i s c a r d e d  a g a i n  and 
a g a i n ,  t i l l  she h a d  a w a r d r o b e  of  w h a t  she t h o u g h t  she 
wou l d  a b s o l u t e l y  n e e d  and w h a t  she l i k e d  to w e a r  t he  
b e s t .  T h e s e  she p a c k e d  i n  t h r e e  s u i t c a s e s ,  and  she 
f i l l e d  an o v e r n i g h t  b a g  wi t h  he r  b e a u t y  a i d s .  She d i s 
c a r d e d  a l l  t he  wi gs ,  as she wo u l d  f r om now on use  he r  
own h a i r .  She p u t  t h e  s u i t c a s e s  b e h i n d  t he  s e a t  of  t h e  
C a d i l l a c ,  s e t  t h e  o ' n i g h t  c a s e  on t h e  f l o o r  a c r o s s  f r om 
t he  d r i v e r ’s s e a t ,  p u t  s o me  b l a n k e t s  i n  t h e  c a r  t r u n k ,  
and d r o v e  of f .

She p l a n n e d  to d r i v e  due  s ou t h  to  C o l u m b i a ,  So u t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  t h e n  p e r h a p s  to  F l o r i d a .  But  she  h a d  to  d e 
t our  f r e q u e n t l y .  T r e e s  h a d  f a l l e n  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d s ,  
c o m p l e t e l y  b l o c k i n g  t h e m  in m a n y  p l a c e s .  T h r o u g h  
m o u n t a i n  s t r e t c h e s  s l i d e s  h a d  o f t e n  c o v e r e d  t h e  r o a d  or 
t o r n  g r e a t  gaps  i n  t he  p a v i n g .  She s o m e t i m e s  h a d  to  
r e t r a c e  h e r  j o u r n e y  m a n y  m i l e s ,  and s e v e r a l  t i m e s  h a d  
to t ry four  or f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  r o a d s  b e f o r e  f i n d i n g  a way 
t h r o u g h .  T h e  r o a d s  we r e  r o u g h  a n y w a y  f r o m l a c k  of  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  and she was a m o n t h  r e a c h i n g  C o l u m b i a .

She p r o v i d e d  h e r  food by s i m p l y  b r e a k i n g  i n t o  a 
s t o r e  and g e t t i n g  wh a t  she w a n t e d  wh e n  she was  h u n g r y .

4 3



She u s u a l l y  a t e  a c o l d  l u n c h ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  she 
wo u l d  f i nd  an e m p t y  h o u s e  t o  spend  t he  n i g h t  i n .  She 
wo u l d  b u i l d  a f i r e  o u t s i d e  ( t h e r e  was a l wa y s  p l e n t y  of 
wo o d ) ,  c o o k  h e r  d i n n e r ,  t h e n  go to b e d .  Ne x t  m o r n i n g  
she  wou l d  co o k  b r e a k f a s t  and r e s u m e  h e r  j o u r n e y .  On 
c o o l  e v e n i n g s  she b u i l t  h e r  f i r e  b e f o r e  she w e n t  t o  ge t  
f ood .

She a r r i v e d  a t  C o l u m b i a  one e v e n i n g  l a t e  in Oc t obe r .  
T h e r e  had  b e e n  a d r i v i n g  r a i n  t i l l  w e l l  p a s t  noon  and the 
a i r  was  d a m p  and c o o l .  C h a r l e n e  f ound  a h o u s e  wi t h  a 
"For  R e n t ” s i gn ,  w h i c h  t o l d  h e r  i t  was e m p t y .  She b u i l t  
a f i r e ,  h e a t e d  w a t e r ,  b a t h e d ,  and pu t  on c l e a n  u n d e r 
w e a r ,  s k i r t  and s w e a t e r .  She t h e n  s t a r t e d  w a l k i n g  to the 
s u p e r m a r k e t  she c p u l d  see  j u s t  a few b l o c k s  a w a y .

At  t h e  do o r  of t he  s t o r e  she s t o p p e d  i n  a m a z e m e n t  
and h e r  h e a r t  s t ood  s t i l l .  Th e  g l a s s  in  t h e  door  was 
b r o k e n .  She t o l d  h e r s e l f  t h a t  s o me  a n i m a l  h ad  run 
a g a i n s t  t he  g l a s s  and b r o k e n  i t .  But whe n  she r e a c h e d  in 
t o  u n l a t c h  t he  door ,  she f ound  i t  a l r e a d y  u n l a t c h e d .  She 
l o o k e d  a r o u n d  i n  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t .  She knew t h e r e  
m u s t  be  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  a l i v e ,  b u t  she c o u l d  see  no s ign 
of  a n y o n e .  I t  was now a l m o s t  d a r k  and she r an  b a c k  to 
t h e  h o u s e ,  h e r  h i g h  h e e l s  c l a t t e r i n g  on t h e  s i d e w a l k .
Her  m i n d  was b o i l i n g  wi t h  t h o u g h t s  of  t he  unk n o wn  p e r 
son or p e r s o n s .

" P e r s o n s ! ” she t h o u g h t .  " T h e r e  m a y  be m o r e  t h a n  
o n e .  T h e r e  m a y  be a b u n c h  of m e n .  Wha t  wou l d  happen 
i f  t h e y  c a u g h t  m e ? "

In a p a n i c  now,  she t o o k  o f f  h e r  s hoes ,  h e l d  t h e m  
i n  h e r  h a n d ,  and r a c e d  to  t h e  c a r .  She l e a p e d  in ,  t u r n 
ed t h e  i g n i t i o n  key  and p r e s s e d  t he  s t a r t e r  b u t t o n .  The 
m o t o r  t u r n e d  o v e r  b u t  d i d n ’t s t a r t !

" O k a y ,  s i s t e r , "  g r o w l e d  a v o i c e  f r om t he  da r k n es s ,  I 
" g e t  ou t ,  w i t h  y o u r  h a n d s  up! T h a t ' s  i t .  Now,  ove r  by I  
t h e  f i r e . "

In t e r r o r  she o b e y e d .  She saw a h a n d s o m e  you n g  
m a n  s t e p  ou t  f r o m b e h i n d  t he  h o u s e  and c o m e  i n t o  the 
c i r c l e  of  t h e  f i r e l i g h t .  He c a r r i e d  a s m a l l  r i f l e  of some I 
k i n d .



To o  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  s p e a k ,  C h a r l e n e  n o d d e d .

" G e t  busy t h e n , "  he  c o m m a n d e d ,  s t e p p i n g  b a c k  t o  
t he  c o r n e r  of t h e  h o u s e  and  p i c k i n g  up a s m a l l  c l o t h  
b a g  of c a n n e d  goods ,  w h i c h  he  t o s s e d  a t  C h a r l e n e ’s 
f e e t .

S i l e n t l y  she o p e n e d  t h e  s a c k .  She f o u n d  a c a n  of  
pork  and b e a n s  w h i c h  she p u t  i n  a s a u c e p a n  and  s e t  on 
t he  c o a l s  t o  w a r m .  She t h e n  m i x e d  s o m e  w a t e r  w i t h . a  
b r e a d  mi x  f rom t he  b a g  of g r o c e r i e s  and  p u t  t h e  d o u g h  
i n  a s m a l l  p a n  on t h e  f i r e .  When t h e  f ood  was  d o n e  
she r e m o v e d  i t  f r om t h e  f i r e .  Her  own ins  t a n t ' c  of f e e  
was s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and she m a d e  c o f f e e  w i t h  i t .  T h e  
m a n  b r o u g h t  a k n a p s a c k  f r o m t h e  c o r n e r  of  t he  h o u s e ,  
r u m m a g e d  a r o u n d  i t  t i l l  he  p r o d u c e d  p l a t e ,  s poon ,  and  
c u p .  C h a r l e n e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  h a d  h e r  own d i s h e s .  Wi t h  
h e r  t a b l e  k n i f e  C h a r l e n e  c u t  t he  b r e a d ,  p l a c i n g  a p i e c e  
of i t  on e a c h  p l a t e .  She t h e n  s p o o n e d  s o m e  b e a n s  o n t o  
e a c h  p l a t e .

W i t h o u t  a word t h e y  a t e .  C h a r l e n e  wa s h e d  t h e  
d i s h e s  i n  t he  s t i l l  w a r m  w a t e r ,  d r i e d  t h e m  and  s e t  t h e m  
do wn .  She t h e n  s a t  down  on t h e  p o r c h  s t e p s  s t i l l  w i t h 
i n  t h e  c i r c l e  of  l i g h t  f r om t he  f i r e .

F e a r f u l l y  she s a t ,  c o v e r t l y  w a t c h i n g  t he  y o u n g  
m a n  as he  g l a n c e d  a t  h e r  f r o m t i m e  to  t i m e .  F i n a l l y  
he  s e e m e d  t o  r e a c h  a d e c i s i o n .  He rose  and t o s s e d  t h e  
gun out  of s i g h t  i n  t he  d a r k n e s s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  of 
t h e  h o u s e .  T h e n  s q u a r i n g  h i s  s h o u l d e r s ,  he  w a l k e d  
o v e r  and s a t  down b e s i d e  C h a r l e n e .  She h a d  p u t  h e r  
h i g h  h e e l s  on a g a i n ,  and she kn ew i t  w o u l d  be u s e l e s s  
t o  r un ,  as he  c o u l d  a l w a y s  g e t  t h e  gun  and  m a k e  h e r  
r e t u r n .  So she s a t  m o t i o n l e s s ,  t h i n k i n g  s w i f t l y  a b o u t  
w h a t  c o u l d  h a p p e n  wh e n  he  f o und  o u t .  " H e ’l l  be a n 
gry,  " she t h o u g h t .  "Or  he  m i g h t  be  l i k e  Hugh T a t u m .  
I ’l l  d i e  i f  h e ’s l i k e  t h a t !  Or m a y b e  h e ’s l i k e  Ed H o l 
d e n .  "

"A g i r l ,  " t h e  y o u n g  m a n  s a i d ,  " c a n  y o u  c o o k ? "

T i n g l e s  of p l e a s u r e  r a n  up h e r  s p i n e  as she c o n t e m 
p l a t e d  t h i s  l a s t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  to f a d e  q u i c k l y  i n  f e a r  as 
he p u t  an a r m a r o u n d  h e r .  She  s h r a n k  a w a y ,  b u t  h e
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p u l l e d  h e r  to h i m  r o u g h l y ,  and k i s s ed  h e r .  Th i s  t h r i l l 
ed h e r  so t h a t  she f o und  h e r s e l f  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  k i s s .  I t  
was  now hi s  t u r n  t o  p u l l  b a c k .

He l o o k e d  a t  h e r  o d d l y ,  t h e n  m u t t e r e d ,  ’’Any old 
p o r t  i n  a s t o r m , ” and  o n c e  m o r e  p u l l e d  h e r  t o  h i m .
He d i d n ’ t p u l l  a w a y  wh e n  she r e t u r n e d  hi s  n e x t  k i s s .  
S u d d e n l y  she f e l t  h i s  h a n d  on h e r  k n e e ,  and she f r o z e ,  
p u l l i n g  a w a y .  He p u l l e d  h e r  t o  h i m  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  
m o r e  g e n t l y ,  and  c o n t i n u e d  k i s s i n g  h e r .  Ne x t  t i m e  he 
l a i d  h i s  h a n d  on h e r  k n e e  she g a v e  no s i gn ,  e v e n  whe n  
t h e  h o t  h a n d  r e a c h e d  b a r e  f l e s h  a b o v e  h e r  s t o c k i n g .
He s q u e e z e d  h e r  t h i g h  g e n t l y ,  k i s s i n g  h e r  p a s s i o n a t e l y ,  
and  she r e s p o n d e d  by t h r o w i n g  h e r  a r ms  a r o u n d  h i m .  
S w i f t l y  now hi s  h a n d s  e x p l o r e d  h e r  t h i g h  and r e a c h e d  
h e r  p a n t i e s .

He s t i f f e n e d ,  j e r k e d  hi s  h a n d  awa y ,  f e l t  a g a i n ,  
t h e n  j u m p e d  up,  s h o u t i n g ,  ’’Y o u ’re a m a n ! ”

C h a r l e n e  c o u l d  o n l y  l o o k  a t  h i m ,  t e r r i f i e d  and 
s p e e c h l e s s .  " H e r e  i t  c o m e s " ,  she t h o u g h t .  " Wh a t  w i l l  
h e  do?  K i l l  m e ? "  T h e n  she r e a l i z e d  he  was s h o u t i n g  
q u e s t i o n s  a t  h e r .

" W h a t ’s t h e  m a t t e r  wi t h  y o u ? "  he  was s a y i n g .
" Yo u  h a v e n ’t s a i d  a word s i n c e  we m e t .  C a n ’ t you  
t a l k ? "

" Y e s , "  w h i s p e r e d  C h a r l e n e .

" W e l l ,  t h a t ’s s o m e t h i n g , "  t he  y o u n g  m a n  s a i d .
" Y o u  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  me  f o o l e d .  I t h o u g h t  you  we re  a 
g i r l - - j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  g i r l  I e v e r  s a w . "

C h a r l e n e  b l u s h e d  wi t h  p l e a s u r e  a t  t he  c o m p l i m e n t .

" W e l l ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  w e ' r e  s t u c k  wi t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  " 
he  c o n t i n u e d .  " So  f a r  as I know w e ’re t he  on l y  p e o p l e  
a l i v e  i n  t he  w o r l d .  So m a y b e  we o u g h t  to g e t  b e t t e r  
a c q u a i n t e d .  D o n ’ t y o u  l i k e  g i r l s ? "

"Oh,  y e s , "  C h a r l e n e  a n s w e r e d .

"I m e a n ,  " he  p e r s i s t e d ,  " i f  t he  wor l d  was s t i l l  l i k e
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" Yes ,  yes ,  " C h a r l e n e  s a i d ,  T h e n  she b e g a n  to  c r y .  
" I ' m  sor ry ,  " she s o b b e d .  I c a n ’t h e l p  b e i n g  a b o y .
I t ' s  no t  my f a u l t .  You d o n ’ t h a v e  to  p i c k  on me  b e 
c a u s e  I ' m  n o t  a g i r l .  I ’m j u s t  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  I j u s t  
l i k e  to dress  l i k e  t h i s .  I ’m sor ry  i f  i t  m a k e s  y ou  a n 
g ry .  ”

" A n g r y ? "  t he  y o u n g  m a n  s h o u t e d .  " A n g r y !  H o n e y ,  
I ’m so t i c k l e d  I c o u l d  y e l l .  I t h i n k  I w i l l .  W h o o p e e !
W h o o p e e !"

A f t e r  he h ad  q u i e t e d  down a few m o m e n t s  l a t e r  he 
s a i d ,  "My n a m e  is J o e .  W h a t ’s y o u r s ? "

" C h a r l e n e " ,  she a n s w e r e d  f r o m t he  h a b i t  of  m o r e  
t h a n  t wo yea r s*  t h i n k i n g .

Whi l e  she w a t c h e d  h i m  i n  g r e a t  p u z z l e m e n t  he  
t ook  h e r  h a n d s  and p u l l e d  h e r  to  a s t a n d i n g  p o s i t i o n .

" C h a r l e n e ,  " he r e p e a t e d .  "A p r e t t y  n a m e  for  a 
p r e t t y  g i r l .  I ’ve g o t  a s u r p r i s e  for  y o u .  Y o u ’re a boy 
who w a n t e d  to be a g i r l .  We l l ,  I ' m  a g i r l  who w a n t e d  
to be a b o y ! "

C h a r l e n e ’s i n c r e d u l i t y  was e a s i l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  e x 
p r e s s i o n  on h e r  f a c e .  S e e i n g  t h i s ,  J o e  t o o k  h e r  h a n d s  
and q u i c k l y  and s i m p l y  p r o v e d  w h a t  he  h a d  t o l d  h e r .
I t  was t r u e !  When J oe  k i s s e d  h e r ,  she t h r e w  h e r  a r ms  
a r o u n d  hi s  n e c k  and r e t u r n e d  his ki ss  p a s s i o n a t e l y ,  
p r e s s i n g  h e r s e l f  a g a i n s t  h i m .

"Oh,  wh a t  a w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g  ha s  h a p p e n e d ! "  J o e  
s a i d .  "How did you  m a n a g e  to l i v e  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h i s ? "

T h e y  s a t  down on t he  s t eps  a g a i n  and  C h a r l e n e  t o l d  
h e r  s t o r y .  Joe  t h e n  t o l d  h i s :

"I was b o r n  J o s e p h i n e  R a n d o l p h .  My p a r e n t s  owne d  
a b i g  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a .  I a l w a y s  w a n t e d  to  be a 
boy and when  I was l i t t l e  I used t o  p u t  on s h i r t  and  
j e a n s  and r o a m  a l l  o v e r  our  p r o p e r t y .  We h a d  s o me  
h i l l s  on t he  p l a c e ,  and  I f ound  s o me  c a v e s  i n  t h e m .

it used to be, would you want to marry a girl?”
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I used  t o  f i sh  and  h u n t  i n  t h e  woods  and o f t e n  s p e n t  
a w e e k  l i v i n g  i n  t he  c a v e s  d r e s s e d  as a b o y .  T h a t ’s 
w h a t  I was  d o i n g  wh e n  t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e  o c c u r r e d .

‘’ When  I c a m e  out  I f o u n d  my p a r e n t s  in t h e  h o u s e  
a l o n e ,  d e a d .  I b u r i e d  t h e m  on t h e  p l a c e .  I t h e n  s e t  
ou t  to  f i n d  s o m e o n e  e l s e ,  b u t  s oon  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  I 
was  a l o n e .  I t  h i t  m e  p r e t t y  h a r d  Tor a w h i l e ,  b u t  I go t  
o v e r  i t  and d e c i d e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  b e s t  of i t .  I got  a new 
p i c k u p  t r u c k  wi t h  a c a m p e r  t op on i t ,  l o a d e d  i t  wi t h  
p r o v i s i o n s  and  p l e n t y  of a m m u n i t i o n ,  and  d r o v e  a r o u n d  
a l l  ov e r  t he  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  In w i n t e r  I we n t  b a c k  to 
my old h o m e .

"I  was  on my way b a c k  h o m e  wh e n  I saw t h e  s mo k e  
of y o u r  f i r e .  No one was a r o u n d ,  so I j u s t  t o o k  t he  
r o t o r  ou t  of  y o u r  d i s t r i b u t o r ,  and w a i t e d  t i l l  you  s h o w 
ed up .  ”

" I ’m so g l a d  y ou  d i d , "  C h a r l e n e  l a u g h e d  h a p p i l y .

"I  h a v e  one  m o r e  q u e s t i o n , "  J o e  s a i d .  " C h a r l e n e ,  
w i l l  y ou  m a r r y  m e ? "

" Yes ,  yes ,  y e s ! "

T h r e e  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  t he  w e d d i n g  t o o k  p l a c e .  T h e y  
h a d  w i r e d  t h e  b i g g e s t  c h u r c h  i n  T a l l a h a s s e e  and s e t  
a t a p e  r e c o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  w h o l e  w e d d i n g  c e r e 
m o n y .  A p h o n o g r a p h  p l a y e d  t h e  m u s i c ,  a t a p e  r e c o r d 
er  p l a y e d  a m i n i s t e r ' s  v o i c e  s a y i n g  t he  c e r e m o n y .  They  
a n s w e r e d ,  "I  do,  " i n  t he  r i g h t  p l a c e s .  C h a r l e n e  was 
d r e s s e d  i n  t he  c o m p l e t e  o u t f i t  she had  s e l e c t e d  for 
L u c i l l e  i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  Af t e r  t h e  c e r e m o n y  t h e y  r an  
down t h e  a i s l e  and  out  t he  do o r  t o  t h e  c a r .

At t h e  c a r ,  C h a r l e n e  s t ood  a l o n e  w h i l e  Joe  r an  up 
on t h e  s t e p s  and  t h r e w  s o m e  r i c e  on h e r .  T h e y  b o t h  
t h e n  g o t  i n  t he  c a r  and d r o v e  off ,  t he  old shoes  t i e d  to 
t h e  b a c k  of  t h e  b u m p e r  b o u n c i n g  on the  p a v e m e n t .

J oe  l o o k e d  do wn  a t  C h a r l e n e ,  and  g r i n n e d  h a p p i l y .  
C h a r l e n e  l o o k e d  up a t  J o e ,  and s m i l e d  d r e a m i l y .  She 
s n u g g l e d  up c l o s e  t o  h i m  as he p u t  h i s  a r m a r o u n d  he r  
and  d r ew h e r  c l o s e .  T h e  c a r  s t o p p e d .  T h e i r  l i p s  me t  
i n  a t e n d e r ,  l i n g e r i n g  k i s s .  T h e  c a r  m o v e d  o n .............
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R e m i n i s c e n c e

b y  S h a r o n

I was b o r n  i n  1902 ,  and a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  I am 60 
y e a r s  o l d .  I h a v e  b e e n  a TV a l l  my l i f e .  Only  a few 
p e o p l e  know t h e  way i t  c a m e  a b o u t .

I was t he  y o u n g e s t  i n  a f a m i l y  of  e l e v e n  boys .
As I l ook  a t  old p h o t o g r a p h s  and c o m p a r e  t h e m  wi t h  
s t o r i e s  and a r t i c l e s  by o t h e r s  l i k e  m y s e l f  i t  s e e ms  as 
t h o u g h  m o t h e r  m u s t  h a v e  w a n t e d  a g i r l .  At  any r a t e  
i n  a l l  p h o t o s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  me  I am t he  on l y  one wi t h  
l o n g  h a i r ,  and s o me  show me  in d r e s s e s  and i n  one or 
t wo  I h a v e  a r i b b o n  i n  my h a i r .

As y ou  know t h i s  was s t i l l  t h e  e r a  of t he  b l a c k  
l a c e  c o r s e t  ( s t i l l  is for  me)  I h ad  s ee n  m o t h e r  and m y '  
au n t s  l a c i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  and wou l d  f e e l  f unny  a l l  over  
whe n  I saw t h e i r  c o r s e t s .

When I was a b o u t  t e n  I f o u n d  a d i s c a r d e d  c o r s e t
i n  t he  a t t i c  and p u t  i t  on.  As I was s m a l l  i t  did no t
f i t  t oo  s n u g l y  b u t  was s t i l l  t i g h t  e n o u g h  for  me  to 
know t h a t  I w a n t e d  to we a r  a c o r s e t  for  a l l  t i m e .

I wou l d  pu t  on t h i s  old c o r s e t  e v e r y  c h a n c e  I go t
for  t he  n e x t  t wo y e a r s .  T h e n  one day  m o t h e r  c a u g h t
me  and a f t e r  a l o t  of  q u e s t i o n s  I t o l d  h e r  I l o v e d  to 
w e a r  t h e m  and wou l d  do so e v e r y  c h a n c e  I g o t .  She 
s m i l e d  and t o l d  me  she did no t  m i n d  my h o b b y  and she 
wo u l d  h e l p  me  l a c e  up.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  she c a l l e d  me  to h e r  r o o m and 
g a v e  me  my f i r s t  c o r s e t .  As she l a c e d  me  in t he  
g r a n d e s t  f e e l i n g  c a m e  ove r  me  and I k e p t  s ayi ng,  , 
" t i g h t e r " .  M o t h e r  t i e d  t he  l a c e s  and t o l d  me  t h a t  my 
w a i s t  l o o k e d  l i k e  an h o u r  g l a s s  i t  was so s m a l l .  She 
t h e n  showed  me  a f a s h i o n  c a t a l o g u e  and I s a i d  I w a n t 
ed my w a i s t  to  be l i k e  t h o s e .

She m e a s u r e d  my w a i s t  and i t  was s i x t e e n  i n c h e s .
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he sa i d  t h a t  in o r de r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  my g o a l  t h a t  I 
rould h a v e  to w e a r  my c o r s e t s  e v e r y  d a y .  I a g r e e d  
nd sa i d  i f  n e c e s s a r y  I wou l d  s l e e p  i n  t h e m ,  and soon 
was,  for  I soon f ound t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be  l a c e d  t i g h t -  

r i f  worn for  l ong  p e r i o d s  a t  a t i m e .

One day m o t h e r  t o l d  me  I c o u l d  h a v e  a dress  i f  
d e s i r e d .  Soon she h ad  me  in  hos e ,  b l o o m e r s ,  c o r s e t  

over ,  p e t t i c o a t s  and s h i r t  w a i s t .  She was p r o u d  of 
l e and my w a i s t  was a j o y  to s e e .

We sold t he  m i n e r a l  u n d e r  our  l a n d  ( c o a l )  and 
l o v e d  to a n o t h e r  s t a t e .  Of c o u r s e ,  now I was a l l  g i r l  
nd for t he  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  d r e s s e d  t he  p a r t .  But t h e n  
ly m a s c u l i n i t y  b e g a n  t o  show ( b e a r d )  so b a c k  to 
rouser s  I w e n t .  God!  how funny  t h e y  f e l t  and did I 
a t e  t h e m .

I woul d  not  g i v e  up my c o r s e t s  t h o u g h  and wore  
hem u n d e r  my t r o u s e r s  wi t h  b l o o m e r s ,  hos e  and c o r -  
et  c o v e r .

Of c o u r s e ,  wi t h  my t w e n t y  i n c h  wa i s t ,  I h ad  to 
ave  t r o u s e r s  m a d e  for m e .  How t he  t a i l o r  l o o k e d  
h en  he was g i v e n  t w e n t y  i n c h  w a i s t  and t h i r t y - n i n e  
ips ,  and how c a r e f u l  I had  to be s l i p p i n g  t h e m  on so 
s not  to r i p  t h e m .

Wel l ,  s t y l e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  bu t  I s t i l l  s t i c k  by my 
Id s t y l e  c o r s e t s .  I wea r  p r e t t y  p e t t i p a n t s ,  s l i ps  and 
y l ons  a l l  t he  t i m e .  I g e t  a t h r i l l  b e i n g  a r o u n d  t he  
[adies in  s t o r e s  and t a l k i n g  wi t h  t h e m ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  
ny u n m e n t i o n a b l e s  a re  j u s t  as p r e t t y  as t h e i r s .

A l t h o u g h  I am v a i n l y  p r oud  of my s m a l l  t w e n t y -  
ix i n c h  wa i s t  and wish I d a r e d  to f l a u n t  i t  o p e n l y .
d i s g u i s e  i t  wi t h  a s po r t  s h i r t  h a n g i n g  l o o s e  o u t s i d e  

ly t r o u s e r s .  I wo n d e r  w h a t  t he  l a d i e s  wou l d  say i f  
hey  knew t h a t  u n d e r  my m a l e  o u t f i t  was a c o r s e t ,  
l i p ,  p e t t i p a n t s  and n y l o n s ?

And wha t  woul d  t h e y  say o n ce  t h e y  know t h i s  i f  I 
n v i t e d  t h e m  a l l  h o m e  for  t e a  and t h e n  g r e e t e d  t h e m  
t t i r e d  c o m p l e t l y  as a f e m a l e ?
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T I

Ro-oJi Review-
C I TY OF NI G H T , by J o h n  R e c h y .  410 p p . ,  Gr ove  Press ,  
New Y o r k , 1963 .  $ 5 . 9 5 .

T h i s  n o v e l ,  b y :  y o u r  Ed i t o r^  s t a n d a r d s ,  has  no p lace  
i n  T V i a  as i t  is e n t i r e l y  c o n c e r n e d  wi t h  t h e  homosexual 
w o r l d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  ha s  b e e n  on t he  best
s e l l e r  l i s t  for  20 we e k s  (as  of  No v .  19) pu t s  i t  i n t o  a 
s p e c i a l  c a t e g o r y .  S o m e  250 ,  000 p e o p l e  h a v e  p r e s u m 
a b l y  r e a d  i t , -  and  t h e  TV w i l l  n e e d  to know wh a t  they 
h a v e  r e a d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  do e s  n o t h i n g  to i m p r o v e  _ojur 
p u b l i c  i m a g e  !

T h e  v i e w  g i v e n  of  t he  " gay  " wor l d  is a d e l i b e r a t 
e l y  u g l y  and g r i m y  o n e ,  as i f  t h e  a u t h o r  knew i t  w e l l  
and  was  r e p u d i a t i n g  i t .  T h e  w h o l e  s c e n e ,  f r om " m a l e  
h u s t l e r  " to " q u e e n  " ,  is p r e s e n t e d  in an u n d e r w o r l d  
c o n t e x t  r e e k i n g  of  n a r c o t i c s ,  p e t t y  c r i m e  and c a s u a l  
v i o l e n c e .  ( A m a t e  h u s t l e r  is a m a n  who p a r t i c i p a t e s  
o n l y  for  p a y ;  t h e  n a m e l e s s  n a r r a t o r  of  t h e  s t o ry  is in 
t h i s  c l a s s ,  and  t h e  b o o k  c l o s e s  w i t h  h i s  f r a n t i c  r e t r e a t  
wh e n  h e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  c r o s s e d  t h e  l i n e  to ac tiv e  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y .

For  T V ’s, t h e  m a i n  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  l i e  in  t he  s ec t i o n s  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  d r a g  q u e e n s  of  Los A n g e l e s  ( p l 0 2 -  129 ) 
and  New O r l e a n s  a t  M a r d i  Gras  t i m e (  p 3 1 5 - 4 0 7  ) . Ne v e r  
b e f o r e  h a v e  I s e e n  so m u c h  p r i n t  on t h e s e  m y s t e r i o u s  
p e o p l e ,  so l i k e  us i n  w e a r i n g  d r e s s e s  b u t  so u t t e r l y  aliea 
i n  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s .  In t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  a l so  l i e s  
t h e  d a n g e r  t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  r e a d e r ,  h a v i n g  d i g e s t e d  
t h i s  p a c k a g e ,  w i l l  " know a l l  a b o u t  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  " , 
t h o u g h  t h a t  word  is n o t  u s ed  i n  t h e  b o o k .  T h e  d i s t i n c 
t i o n  b e t w e e n  q u e e n s  and  T V ’s as we know t h e m  s hou l d  
be  o b v i o u s  - and r e a s s u r i n g  - to t he  m o r e  d i s c r i m i n a t 
i n g  r e a d e r .  Any TV who is w o r r i e d  a b o u t  h i s  p o s s i b l e  
d r i f t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  m a y  t a k e  c o m f o r t  in t he  obvious 
w i d t h  of  t h e  g a p ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p a s s 
a b l e .
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Ûte Sec
by W in fie  ( 5 - B - l )

" A l l  v i s i t o r s  a s h o r e ! ” P a s s e n g e r s  b e g i n  to  l i n e  t h e  
r a i l s ;  v i s i t o r s  p o u r  down t h e  g a n g w a y s  and  g a t h e r  on t h e  
wh a r f ;  s t r e a m e r s  f l u t t e r  down to t h e m ;  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r i s e s  
and s hou t s  f r om sh i p  to  s h o r e  and b a c k  b e c o m e  m o r e  
n u m e r o u s  and h i g h - p i t c h e d  as e x c i t e m e n t  r i s e s ,  as i t  
a l w a y s  do es ,  wh e n  a l i n e r  is a b o u t  t o  s a i l .  C h i l d r e n  
c a u g h t  up i n  . the e x c i t e m e n t ,  s t a n d  w i d e - e y e d  wi t h  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .

Ah,  t h e r e  goes  one  g a n g w a y  and l o o k !  One or  two 
l i n e s  h a v e  b e e n  s l i p p e d .  P i l o t  and c a p t a i n  a r e  on t h e  
s h o r e s i d e  wi n g  of  t h e  b r i d g e .  At  l a s t ,  c a l l  is m a d e  for  
a l l  v i s i t o r s  t o  l e a v e  b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  g a n g w a y  is l o w e r e d ,  
and t ugs  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  h o v e r i n g  by c l o s e  i n  on t h e  
s h i p .

T h r e e  l on g  b l a s t s  a n d ,  on t h e  d o t ,  w i t h  s h o u t s  of  
f a r e w e l l  and s o me  t e a r s ,  t h e  h u g e  l i n e r  b e g i n s  t o  m o v e  
and l e a v e  t h e  w h a r f .  Ab o v e  t h e  n o i s e ,  s o unds  of  s t i r -  
a i ns  of  t h e  s h i p ’s b a n d  p l a y i n g  n o s t a l g i c  m u s i c .

Now t h e  sh i p  is t u r n i n g .  A few l a s t  w a v e s  and  t h e  
c r o wd  b e g i n s  to  d r i f t  t o w a r d s  t h e  e x i t s .  P a s s e n g e r s  on 
b o a r d  m o v e  f r o m t h e  r a i l s  and  mak e  t h e i r  way  to c a b i n  
or l o u n g e s .

J o h n  m a d e  h i s  way  s l o w l y  b e l o w  d e c k .  E n t e r i n g  h i s  
c a b i n ,  he  s t o o d  for  a m o m e n t  i n  t h e  d o o r w a y ,  t h e n  h e  
s w i t c h e d  on t h e  l i g h t .  M e d i t a t i v e l y  h e  c l o s e d  t h e  d o o r  
and t h e n  p u s h e d  t h e  c a t c h .  I f  t h e  s t e w a r d  k n o c k e d  h e  
c o u l d  n o t  e n t e r .  J o h n  w a n t e d  t o  be  a l o n e  f o r  a t i m e .
He h a d  c o m e  for  one  r e a s o n ;  t o  t e s t  h i m s e l f  o u t .  He 
knew h e  was  s a f e  i n  s o m e  d e g r e e .

He was  g o i n g  o n l y  as f a r  as H o n o l u l u  so h e  wo u l d  
not  h a v e  t o  pas s  t h r o u g h  c u s t o m s  h e  f e l t  s u r e .  His  b a g s  
l ay on h i s  b u n k  j u s t  as h e  h a d  p u t  t h e m .  T h e  c a b i n  
s t ewa r d  h a d  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  t o o  busy t o  c o m e  i n  t o  p u t  
his t h i n g s  a w a y .  P e r h a p s  he  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h e  m a n  a

53



c h a n c e  t o  do so.  J o h n  t h e r e u p o n  u n l a t c h e d  t he  door  
and  b u s i e d  h i m s e l f  a b o u t  t h e  c a b i n .

Soon  c a m e  a k n o c k  on t h e  d o o r  w h i c h  was t h e n  op 
e n e d ,  ye s ,  i t  was  t h e  c a b i n  s t e w a r d .  C o u l d  he  be of 
h e l p ?  J o h n  t h a n k e d  h i m  p o l i t e l y  b u t  s a i d  t h a t  he  co u l d  
m a n a g e .  A f t e r  t h e  m a n  h a d  l e f t  J o h n  a g a i n  l o c k e d  the  
d o o r .  T h e n  he  u n l o c k e d  one of  t h e  l a r g e r  s u i t c a s e s .
Had an i n v i s i b l e  m a n  b e e n  w a t c h i n g  he wo u l d  h a v e  c o n 
c l u d e d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n s  t h a t  J o h n  h a d  t a k e n ,  
he  m u s t  be  up to  s o m e  n e f a r i o u s  s c h e m e .  Th i s  was no t  
t h e  c a s e  t h o u g h .  J o h n  d r ew f r o m t he  s u i t c a s e  an e x 
q u i s i t e  n e g l i g e e  w h i c h  he  h e l d  b e f o r e  h i m s e l f  as he 
t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  m i r r o r .  A l o o k  of  p l e a s u r e  s p r e a d  
o v e r  h i s  f a c e .  G e n t l y  he  s t r o k e d  t he  f i n e  m a t e r i a l  and 
t h e n  l a i d  t he  g a r m e n t  on t he  b u n k .  In t u r n ,  v a r i o u s  
l o v e l y  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s  c a m e  i n t o  v i ew i n c l u d i n g  a 
v e r y  l o v e l y  e v e n i n g  g o wn .  T h e n ,  t u r n i n g  to  a s m a l l e r  
c a s e  J o h n  u n l o c k e d  i t  and  l i f t e d  out  a ve r y  h a n d s o m e  
w i g .  Had i t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  p e e r  ove r  h i s  s h o u l d e r  
a c o m p a r t m e n t  c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  
m a k e u p  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n .  S m i l i n g  to h i m s e l f  J ohn  
b e g a n  c a r e f u l l y  t o  r e s t o r e  e a c h  a r t i c l e  to i t s  p l a c e  and 
t h e n  l o c k i n g  e a c h  c a s e  t i d i e d  h i m s e l f  and l e f t  t he  r o o m .

T h e n  f o l l o w e d  a d ay  or t wo  of  r e l a x a t i o n  and e n 
j o y m e n t .  J o h n  p a i d  no f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  two 
s u i t c a s e s  or so i t  s e e m e d .

Each  m o r n i n g  J o h n  e a g e r l y  s c a n n e d  t h e  s h i p ' s  n e w s 
p a p e r  and  t h e n  c a m e  t he  t i m e  wh e n  he s e e m e d  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  h a p p y .  Our  i n v i s i b l e  m a n  wo u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  
t h e  F a n c y  Dress  Ba l l  was t o  be h e l d  t h a t  n i g h t .  T h e  
i n v i s i b l e  m a n  c o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  t o l d  us t h a t  e a c h  n i g h t  
J o h n  c a r e f u l l y  l o c k e d  hi s  do o r ,  t h e n  a f t e r  b a t h i n g ,  d o n 
n ed  a l o v e l y  n i g h t g o w n  and  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  b e f o r e  t he  
s t e w a r d  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d ,  b r i n g i n g  f r u i t  j u i c e  or c o f 
f e e ,  J o h n  wo u l d  r e l a x  i n  h i s  l o v e l y  n e g l i g e e .  But t o 
n i g h t  was  t o  be t h e  t e s t .

A f t e r  s u p p e r  t h a t  e v e n i n g  J o h n  l o c k e d  h i s  c a b i n  
d o o r  and  s e t  to  w o r k .  R a p i d l y  he  s a v e d  c l o s e l y  ( he  h ad  
a l r e a d y  s h a v e d  h i s  w h o l e  body  t h a t  m o r n i n g )  and t h e n  
t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  b e g a n .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  l a t e r  
J o h n  o p e n e d  t h e  c a b i n  door  and c o n f i d e n t l y  m a d e  hi s
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J o h n  did n o t  e n t e r  t he  c o n t e s t  for  t h e  b e s t  d r e s s e d  
w o m a n  or for  any  o t h e r  p r i z e s .  He t o o k  h i s  p l a c e  a m 
ong t he  s p e c t a t o r s  and  l a t e r  wh e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n t e s t 
an t s  p a r a d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a l l r o o m ,  he  a p p l a u d e d  wi t h  
t he  r e s t .  F i n a l l y  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  we r e  a n n o u n c e d  and  
t h e n  t he  e v e n i n g  was  g i v e n  ove r  to  d a n c i n g .  T h i s  was  
J o h n ’s c u e .  T h i s  was  t h e  t e s t .

He was c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  h i s  r a t h e r  p r e t t y  f a c e  wo u l d  
no t  b e t r a y  h«im; t h a t  h i s  n e c k  was  m o r e  l i k e  t h a t  of  a 
y o u n g  w o m a n s  and t h a t  e v e n  hi s  a r ms  l o o k e d  r a t h e r  
w e l l .

Weeks  of p r a c t i s i n g  t h e  a r t  of m a k e u p ,  w h i c h  an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wi g  m a k e r  and a r t i s t  h a d  h e l p e d  h i m  
wi t h ,  b o l s t e r e d  hi s  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  W h i l e  t h e  j u d g 
i n g  of t he  c o n t e s t a n t s  h a d  b e e n  in  p r o g r e s s  he  h ad  p a s 
sed s e e m i n g l y  m o r e  or l e s s  u n n o t i c e d ,  t h o u g h  h e  di d  
t h i n k  t h a t  one or t wo  w o m e n  h a d  g l a n c e d  h i s  way and 
he f e l t  sure  t h a t  a m a n  or t wo  h a d  l e t  t h e i r  e y e s  l i n 
ger  on hi s  b e c o m i n g  g o wn .

But  now,  now was  t h e  t i m e .  Wha t  wo u l d  h a p p e n ?
A c o u p l e  rose  and b e g a n  t o  c i r c l e  t h e  f l o o r .  T*hen 
o t h e r  c o u p l e s  j o i n e d  t h e m .  Wi t h  a h e a r t  b e a t i n g  w i t h  
a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  no t  f e a r ,  J o h n  w a i t e d .  Was t h i s  t h e  
m o m e n t ?  A m u s c u l a r  r a t h e r  good  l o o k i n g  y o u n g  m a n  
was  a p p r o a c h i n g .  T h e  n e x t  m o m e n t  he  was  b o w i n g  
b e f o r e  J o h n  and i n t r o d u c i n g  h i m s e l f .  M i g h t  he  h a v e  
t h e  p l e a s u r e ?  He m i g h t ,  and  t he  n e x t  m i n u t e  h e  was 
b e i n g  l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  s t r a i n s  of t h e  e x c e l l e n t  o r c h e s t r a .

T h e  n e x t  f ew h o u r s  p a s s e d  as t h o u g h  on w i n g s .
T i m e  and a g a i n  a m a n  wo u l d  c u t  i n .  J o h n  soon f o u n d  
h i m s e l f  t alking e a s i l y  ( he  h a d  m o d u l a t e d  h i s  v o i c e  
t h r o u g h  p r a c t i c e )  and  t h o r o u g h l y  enj  oyed  e v e r y  m i n u t e .  
He g a v e  h i s  n a m e  as S h e l l e y ,  b u t  s k i l l f u l l y  a v o i d e d  
g i v i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  of h i s  c a b i n .

As t h e  e v e n i n g  wor e  on a p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r s i s t e n t  
p a r t n e r  c a m e  b a c k  t i m e  and  t i m e  a g a i n  and f i n a l l y  
s u g g e s t e d  a t u r n  on t h e  d e c k .  S h e l l e y  t o o k  h i s  p a r t 
ner s  a r m and t h e y  l e f t  t h e  b a l l r o o m .  U n d e r  t h e  f u l l

way to the ballroom.
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s h e e n  o f  t h e  f u l l  m o o n  t he  t wo  s t ood  a t  t he  r a i l  and 
t a l k e d .  S u d d e n l y  S h e l l e y  f e l t  an a r m a b o u t  h i s  w a i s t .  
E x c i t e m e n t  r ose  i n  h i m  as h e  t h o u g h t  "now I am l o v e d  
as a w o m a n  m i g h t  b e ” . He e v e n  v e n t u r e d  t o  r e t u r n  a 
k i ss ,  b u t  t h e n  c a u t i o n  r e t u r n e d  and he  s k i l l f u l l y  a v o i d 
ed any  f u r t h e r  e n t a n g l e m e n t .  A f t e r  s o me  s m a l l  t a l k  
he  e x c u s e d  h i m s e l f ,  m a d e  hi s  way d a i n t i l y  b e l o w  and 
l e t  " h e r s e l f ” i n t o  her c a b i n .

A w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  s u f f u s e d  h e r .  She  s e a t e d  h e r 
s e l f  b e f o r e  h e r  m i r r o r  and s a t  a w h i l e ,  l o o k i n g  at  t he  
a t t r a c t i v e  p i c t u r e  she m a d e .  S u d d e n l y  a k n o c k  was 
h e a r d .  Wha t  now?  He r e a l i z e d  :t h a t  i t  m u s t  be t h e  
c a b i n  s t e w a r d  b u t  why?  T h e  bed  was a l r e a d y  t u r n e d  
d o wn .  T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  for  i t  b u t  to o p e n  t h e  door  
and f a c e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  s t e w a r d  was t h e r e .  No f l i c k e r  of  s u r p r i s e  
c r o s s e d  h i s  f a c e  as h e  h a n d e d  S h e l l e y  a s m a l l  e n v e l o p e  
and  t h e n  l e f t .  S l o w l y  and wi t h  a p a l p i t a t i n g  h e a r t ,  
S h e l l e y  a g a i n  l o c k e d  t h e  door ,  s ank  on t h e  bu n k  and 
wi t h  t r e m b l i n g  f i n g e r s  o p e n e d  t he  e n v e l o p e .  She drew 
f o r t h  a c a r d  w h i c h  g a v e  of f  a d e l i c a t e  f r a g r a n c e .  In 
f e m i n i n e  w r i t i n g  we r e  t h e s e  words :

" Yo u  m a k e  a c h a r m i n g  w o m a n .  I saw you  
e n t e r  t h e  b a l l .  I saw you  l e a v e  yo u r  c a b i n  
b e f o r e  t h e  b a l l .  I saw you  e n t e r  i t ,  l a t e r .
Your  s e c r e t  is s a f e .  I know j u s t  how you 
f e e l ,  b e c a u s e  I t o o  am l i k e  y o u . "

P a t r i c i a .

S h e l l e y  r e a d  and  r e a d  t h e  wo r d s .  Was h i s  s e c r e t  
s a f e ?  Wha t  of  t h e  s t e w a r d ?  Did h e  t h i n k  she was 
w a i t i n g  for  J o h n ?  Woul d  P a t r i c i a  w r i t e  a g a i n ?  He 
wo u l d  w a i t  and s e e ;  t h a t  was  a l l  he  c o u l d  do a n y w a y .

" S h e " / " h e " ,  r e t i r e d  t h a t  n i g h t  wi t h  m i x e d  f e e l i n g s  
T h e  t h o u g h t s  of  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  t h e  n i g h t  k e p t  h i m  
a w a k e .  In a way an  e x p e c t a n t  f e e l i n g  e n t e r e d  h i s  b e i n g  
and  s u d d e n l y  he  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was  b u t  one  m o r e  day 
b e f o r e  he  wo u l d  l e a v e  t h e  s h i p .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  he  
h o p e d  and  w a i t e d  b u t  no n o t e  c a m e .

T h e n  c a m e  t h e  day  of  b e r t h i n g .  T h e  p i l o t  was 
p i c k e d  up and  w i t h  h i m  a b a n d  of  H a w a i i a n s  l a d e n
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wi t h  l e i s .  As t h e  sh i p  n e a r e d  t h e  wh a r f ,  a l l  t he  p a s 
s e n g e r s ,  w e a r i n g  t h e s e  l o v e l y  f l o r a l  n e c k l a c e s ,  c r o w d e d  
t h e  s i de s  of t he  sh i p  and t h e  s c e n t  was  a l m o s t  o v e r 
p o w e r i n g .

T h e  f a m o u s  w e l c o m e  of  H a w a i i  r ose  i n t o  t he  a i r  
as t h e  b and  g r e e t e d  t h e  l i n e r .  Soon t he  sh i p  was m o o r e d  
and t he  e x o d u s  b e g a n .  J o h n  we n t  t o  h i s  c a b i n  to g a t h e r  
h i s  l u g g a g e .  One ,  t wo,  - t h r e e ,  f o u r . . . . b u t ,  w h a t  was 
t h i s  p a r c e l  d o i n g  t h e r e ?  Ye t  hi s  n a m e  was  on i t  b u t  i t  
was p r i n t e d .  Wha t  m i g h t  i t  b e ?

H u r r i e d l y  J o h n  s e a r c h e d  for  a n o t e .  Yes,  h e r e  
i t  was .  Was i t  f r om P a t r i c i a ?  Yes,  t h e  w r i t i n g  was 
t h e  s a m e .  He l i f t e d  t h e  p a r c e l  and t h e n  saw a s m a l l  
n o t e  a t t a c h e d .  T h e  words  " o p e n  a f t e r  l a n d i n g ” we r e  
.on i t .

He c o l l e c t e d  a l l  h i s  b e l o n g i n g s  and t he  p a r c e l  
and m a d e  hi s  way to  t h e  g a n g w a y .  He h a i l e d  a t a x i e  
and was w h i r l e d  to  h i s  h o t e l .  When he  was s e t t l e d  
he  t o o k  t he  e n v e l o p e  and r e a d  t h e  n o t e  i t  c o n t a i n e d .

’’ De a r  F r i e n d :  I s h a l l  mi s s  y o u .  He r e  is s o m e 
t h i n g  to r e m e m b e r  me  b y .  I h a v e  w a t c h e d  o v e r  you  
d u r i n g  y o u r  t r i p .  You h a v e  s e e n  me  e v e r y  day  w i t h o u t  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  I am P a t r i c i a .  Your  C a b i n  S t e w a r d .

John  t h e n  saw t h a t  he  h ad  a b s e n t m i n d e l y  t a k e n  
f rom t he  box a s m a l l  p h o t o .  A p l e a s a n t  l o o k i n g  g i r l  
l o o k e d  b a c k  a t  h i m .  Yes,  t h e r e  was s o m e  r e s e m b l a n c e  
to  t h e  c a b i n  s t e w a r d .  I f  on l y  he  h a d  k n o wn  t h e y  m i g h t  
h a v e  h ad  l o n g  t a l k s  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t h e n  he  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
P a t r i c i a  m i g h t  h a v e  f e l t  t h i s  was  n o t  i n  o r d e r .

J o h n  t h e n  l i f t e d  t h e  t i s s u e  p a p e r  t h a t  f i l l e d  t h e  
b o x .  An e x c l a m a t i o n  of  d e l i g h t  e s c a p e d  h i m  as he  
d rew out  a l o v e l y  n e g l i g e e .  How di d  P a t r i c i a  know hi s  
f a v o r i t e  c o l o r ?  P e r h a p s  i t  was  h e r s  t o o .

S p e e d i l y  J o h n  s e t  a b o u t  t r a n s f o r m i n g  h i m s e l f  i n t o  
S h e l l e y  and t h i s  t i m e  d o n n e d  t he  g i f t .  As she d i d  so 
she t h o u g h t ,  "Who k n o ws ?  M a y b e  s o m e  day  t h e y  w o u l d  
m e e t .  He wo u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  as " s h e "  and  on 
t he  s a m e  sh i p  t o o .
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In t h e  m e a n t i m e  he  c o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h e  S t e w a r d ' s  
n a m e  as i t  was  p r i n t e d  on t he  f r a m e d  c a r d  on t h e  c a b i n  
d o o r .  He wo u l d  w r i t e  and  p e r h a p s  t h e y  wo u l d  d e v e l o p  
a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  yes ,  s o m e  t i m e  soon,  he  m u s t  
s e l e c t  s o m e t h i n g  d a i n t y  t o  s end  t o  P a t r i c i a .

T h e n  t h e  t h o u g h t  s t r u c k  h i m .  S o m e  p e o p l e  go to 
s e a  t o  d r i n k  and p l a y  c a r d s ;  s o m e  to r e a d  and r e l a x  
and  an o c c a s i o n a l  one  to  allow, for  a t i m e  t he  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  e m e r g e .

His  s e c r e t  h a d  b e e n  f o und  ou t ,  b u t  he  h ad  g a i n e d  
a f e m m e f r i e n d .

IT HAS PROBABLY BEEN PRINTED ALREADY

L e t t e r s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a s k i n g  q u e s t -  
t i o n s  t h a t  ha ve  l o n g  s i n c e  bee n  a n s w e r e d  i n  e a r l i e r  
i s s u e s  o f  TRANSVESTIA. Alm os t  a l l  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  o u r  f e m m e l i f e  h av e  bee n  d i s c u s 
s e d  a l r e a d y  an d  i t  i s  recommended t h a t  t h o s e  w i t h  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  g e t  t h e  e a r l i e r  i s s u e s  and s e a r c h  
o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Some t imes  we have  t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  b e c a u s e  an  i s s u e  o f  a m a g a z i n e  i s  n o t  t h e  c u r 
r e n t  one t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  o u t  o f  d a t e  and  n o t  w o r t h  
r e a d i n g .  F o r  TIME o r  NEWSWEEK t h i s  wou ld  be t r u e  
b u t  n o t  f o r  TRANSVESTIA. The s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  and 
p i c t u r e s  a r e  j u s t  a s  t i m e l y  and i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  i s s u e s  a s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  o n e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  f o r 
mat  an d  l a y o u t  may n e t  h av e  bee n  a s  g o o d .

So,  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r i c e  on back 
i s s u e s  o f  6 f o r  $20 a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r i c e  of  
$4 p e r  i s s u e  and c o m p l e t e  y o u r  l i b r a r y .  A l l  i s s u e s  
f r om  #3 on a r e  a v a i l a b l e  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  Look o v e r  
y o u r  s t o c k  o f  TVias  and  see  wh ich  you a r e  m i s s i n g  and 
s e n d  i n  f o r  t h em .  They w i l l  n o t  be  r e p r i n t e d  when 
t h e y  a r e  g o n e ,  and, t h e  day w i l l  come when t h e y  w i l l  
be a l m o s t  c o l e c t o r ' s  i t e m s ,  so send  f o r  them  now.
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GIRLS AT A DANCE

ICONICA
3 5 - L - 5

P l o p p e d  i n  d a r k n e s s  I c a n  see  h e r  n e a r ,  
Sof t  and g e n t l e ,  she c o m e s  to  me  
Wi t h o u t  n e c e s s i t y  of s o c i a l  f e a r .
For  I show t o  h e r  my f e m i n i n e  g l e e .

She s tops  a g a s t , h e r  e y e s  g l a n c e  my s i l k ,  
T h e y  r e s t  g e n t l y  on my m a n l y  f a c e ,  
she knows ,  my b r e a s t s  c a n n o t  h o l d  m i l k ,  
Nor  am I a l l o w e d  t h i s  f r i l l y  l a c e .

I r a i s e  my h o t  c i g a r e t t e  t o  ruby l ips,
And s uck  in  t h e  t i g h t n e s s  of  my dr e s s ;
Her  t o u c h  on my k n e e  is l i k e  a ki ss ,
I c l o s e  my h a n d s  and l e t  h e r  g u e s s .

Who am I bu t  wh a t  I a p p e a r ?
She is she w i t h o u t  p a i n  or f r i g h t ,
Ye t ,  I am she b e f o r e  t he  m i r r o r ,
And I d a n c e  w i t h  h e r ,  a g i r l ,  t h i s  n i g h t . . .
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"Oh yeah? You wouldn't have 
had the nerve to talk to me 
like that BEFORE my operation!"

"Oh, I wouldn't worry about the 
boss finding out, Max. But, please 
stop referring to me as your 
' buddy

"It's not that I 
really mind, doc, 
but I was just 
curious about the 
pills you gave me 
to cure my stomach 
trouble..."
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"SUSANNA S A Y S ... *

As I w r i t e  t h i s  c o l u m n  I am w e a r i n g . . . a  d i s g u s t e d  look 
on my f a c e .  You s ee ,  t h e y  a r e  t e a r i n g  down t h e  bui l d ing  
n e x t  door  and you  know how p e a c e f u l  d e m o l i t i o n  c r e w s  
c a n  b e .  I am m a k i n g  an e f f o r t  to c o n c e n t r a t e  i n a s m u c h  
as V i r g i n i a  ha s  u r g e d  me  to send h e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  as soon 
as p o s s i b l e .  T h e r e ’s l o t s  of  t h i n g s  t o  w r i t e . .  I c o u l d  
p e r h a p s  d e l v e  a l i t t l e  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  TV c h i l d r e n  p r o b 
l e m .  I " v e  h a d  a few t a l k s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  a f t e r  my last 
c o l u m n  and i n  one i n s t a n c e  a ve r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  GG 
s a i d :  " Wha t  wou l d  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n  i f  y o u  l e t  t he  k i ds
k n o w? "  I t ’ s a h i g h l y  d e b a t a b l e  q u e s t i o n ,  and t he  m a j o r 
i t y  o p i n i o n  was t h a t  i t  was p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  and s a f e r  no t  
t o  t ry  t he  e x p e r i m e n t .  T h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k  
a b o u t  t he  " f a t h e r  i m a g e  " s u b j e c t  and s o m e  p o o - p o o e d  
the  e n t i r e  c o n c e p t  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e r e ’s no s uch  t h i n g  in  
our  p r e s e n t  A m e r i c a n  l i f e .  O t h e r s  s a i d  t h a t  a k i d  c a n  
grow up w i t h o u t  a f a t h e r  i m a g e  and s t i l l  be a p r e t t y  
w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  c h a p ,  t h a t  m a y  be we we r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
a m i r a g e  t h a t  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  m i n d  
of s ome  " p r o g r e s s i v e  " psy ch- i a t r i &t  • • • •  S o m e  one e l s e  
p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  p a r e n t s  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  
t h e c h i l d w i l l  t a l k  t oo  m u c h  i n  t he  n e i g h b o r h o o d  and e x 
pose  t he  c a r e f u l  g u a r d e d  s e c r e t .  To  t h i s ,  t he  GG a b o v e  
q u o t e d  s a i d ,  t h a t  how do you  e x p l a i n  t h e n  t h e  way t h e  
c h i l d r e n  i n  C o m m u n i s t  c o u n t r i e s  l e a r n  to k e e p  t h e i r  
m o u t h s  shut  r e g a r d i n g  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s  a t  h o m e  t h a t  
woul d  be  s e v e r e l y  s a n c t i o n e d  by t he  Red a u t h o r i t i e s  i f  
t h e y  e v e r  f ound  o u t .  She a s k e d  why c o u l d n ' t  a TV c h i l d  
be t a u g h t  t h a t  " t h i s  is a s e c r e t  " j u s t  b e t w e e n  us .  Or 
e l s e  she s a i d - - w h y  c a n ’t t he  p a r e n t s  show t he  c h i l d  t h a t  
t h i s  is n o t h i n g  t o  be  a s h a m e d  of .  A n o t h e r  m e m b e r  of t he  
g r oup  j u m p e d  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  s uch  
an e x a m p l e  wou l d  d e f i n i t e l y  s t e e r  t h e  b o y ’s i n t e r e s t s  t o 
wards  T Vi s m  and wou l d  h a r m  h i m  in s o m e  u n d e f i n a b l e  
wa y .  I r e t o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r g u m e n t  h a d  no v a l i d i t y  b e 
c a u s e  T V i s m  is d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  c a t c h y .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  
of i n s t a n c e s  to  p r o v e  t h i s .  I am a f r a i d  I d i d  no t  convince 
m a n y  wi t h  my v i e w p o i n t ,  b u t ,  a n y w a y  we a l l  d i d  q u i t e  a 
b i t  of  t h i n k i n g  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .  I h o p e  t o  d e v e l o p ,
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Ri gh t  now h o w e v e r  I am t h i n k i n g  of  t he  p l e a s u r e s  t h a t  
c o m e  our  way whe n  we fo r m TV f r i e n d s h i p s .  T h e r e  is so 
m u c h  f r e e d o m  to be o n e s e l f  and t a l k  f r a n k l y  and openl y ,  
t o  say n o t h i n g  of t he  f a s c i n a t i n g  b i t s  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  we 
u n c o v e r .  J u s t  t h e  o t h e r  d ay  a new TV d r o p p e d  in  to see  
m e .  Eva is e n g a g e d  in  t he  f a n t a s t i c  t a s k  of c r e a t i n g  a 
l i f e - l i k e  f o r m p a d d i n g  for  h i p s  and u p p e r  t h i g h s .  T h e  
way  she d e s c r i b e s  h e r  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s  up to  t he  p r e s e n t  
p u t  a g l e a m  i n  any  T V s  e y e s .  T h e  j o b  is no t  y e t  completed,  
b u t  she says  i t  w i l l  l o o k  and f e e l  l i k e  r e a l  f l e s h ,  n one  of 
t h i s  f o a m  r u b b e r  mes s  we a r e  a l l  s t u c k  w i t h .  I p r o m i s e  
t o  l e t  yo u  a l l  know how i t  c o m e s  out  when  ( a n d  if)  i t  is 
c o m p l e t e d .  Eva h o w e v e r  i m p r e s s e s  me  as t he  k i nd  of 
p e r s o n  who w i l l  f i n i s h  t he  j o b .  She is a t r u e  p e r f e c t i o n 
i s t .

I i m a g i n e  m o s t  of  you  ga l s  h a v e  r e a d  Dr.  I r i s 1 a r t i c l e  in 
T V i a  23 e n t i t l e d  'The M a k i n g  of  a TV.  " I f  you  h a v e  a 
n a s t y  l i t t l e  m i n d  ( l i k e  m i n e  ) y o u ’l l  t h i n k  " how on 
e a r t h  d i d  V i r g i n i a  l e t  s uch  a s u b j e c t  be p r i n t e d "  . . b u t  
a f t e r  you  r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e  you  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t he  t i t l e  had  
a n o t h e r  m e a n i n g .  Al l  k i d d i n g  a s i d e ,  Dr I r i s  has  c o m e  
up wi t h  s o m e  v e r y  s t i m u l a t i n g  th o u g h t s . . .  and i f  she does  
n o t  m i n d  I ' d  l i k e  to e n t e r  h e r e  my d i s a g r e e m e n t s  as w e l l  
as my c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  I h e a r t l y  e n d o r s e  t he  l a s t  s t a g e  
w h i c h  she d e s c r i b e s  as t he  " C r e a t i v e  S t a g e "  in t h e  l i f e  
of a T V .  T h a t ’ s g r e a t .  But I c o u l d  no t  d i s a g r e e  m o r e  
v i o l e n t l y  wi t h  h e r  f i r s t  " S e x u a l  S t a g e " .  I f e e l  t h a t  
t h i s  is  a a t t e m p t  to  o v e r - s i m p l i f y  a v e r y  c o m p l e x  s u b j e c t  
and to s k i p  a f u n d a m e n t a l  m y s t e r y  wh i c h  s t i l l  a w a i t s  for  
a f i r m  a n s w e r .

Dr .  I r i s  says  t h a t  " a t  s ome  p o i n t  i n  h i s  l i f e  t he  p o t e n t 
i a l  TV m a k e s  h i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e  wi t h  f e m a l e  c l o t h i n g ,  
u s u a l l y  u n d e r w e a r . "  T h e  t r i c k  h e r e  is in t he  word "potent
i a l " .  Wha t  m a k e s  s o m e  boys  " p o t e n t i a l  " T V ’s ? What  
is a b s e n t  f r om t ho s e  who a r e  no t  " p o t e n t i a l " ?  We a l l  
know t h a t  t h e  i m m e n s e  m a j o r i t y  of boys  m a k e  t h i s  acquaint
a n c e  q u i t e  e a r l y  i n  l i f e .  T h e y  see  t h e i r  f e m a l e  re l a t i ves  
a r o u n d  t he  h o u s e ,  t h e y  c o m t e m p l a t e  l i n g e r i e  h a n g i n g  in 
t h e  b a t h r o o m ,  and q u i t e  a few of  t h e m  in g a m e s ,  a t  Hallo
ween,  or j u s t  for  t he  d e v i l  of  i t ,  don a d ress  or s k i r t .

something more solid on this subject in a future colum.
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The mys t e r y  h e r e  is why mo s t  of  t h e m  a r e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  
ky this e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w h i l e  TV boys  a r e .  Where  is t he  
lifference? Is i t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t he  bo d y  c h e m i s t r y ?  Is 
I tsomething i n b o r n ?  Is i t  s o me  e x p r e s s i o n  of s o m e t h i n g  
king a c q u i r e d ,  and i f  so,  how ca n  i t  a p p e a r  so e a r l y  in 
lome TV' s  l i v e s ?  Is wh a t  m a k e s  i t  so .  t he  m i n d  of t he  
[Vboy? Is i t  d i f f e r e n t  f r om t h a t  of t h e  n o n - T V ?  T h i s  
is ent i r e ly  s k i p p e d  by Dr .  I r i s .

She goes on to  say t h a t  t h i s  e a r l y  e n c o u n t e r  is d e f i n i t e l y  
[elated t o  t he  sex e n e r g y  o f  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and d e s c r i b e s  
is an i n t r i n s i c  p a r t  of  t h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e  t he  e l e m e n t  of  s ex
ual s t i m u l a t i o n .• I a sk ,  wh e r e  does  Dr .  I r i s  l e a v e  t ho s e  
TV's who do no t  f i nd  any s e x u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  a t  a l l  in 
[Vism, a t  any  t i m e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ?  Ca n  t h e y  be l e f t  out  
ifthe p i c t u r e ?  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  t h i s  " S e x u a l  S t a g e  ” 
loes not  c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  p i c t u r e .  I 
iould say t h a t  t h e r e  is sex s t i m u l a t i o n  and t he  i n d i v i d -  
lal j us t  s t ays  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e n  we a r e  n o t  d e a l i n g  with 
Vism, bu t  wi t h  a b a s i c  f o r m of f e t i c h i s m  and n o t h i n g  
iise. T r u e ,  we do f i nd  T V ’s who f i t  Dr .  I r i s '  c l a s s i f i -  
ation, b u t  we mu s t  l ook  for  a w i d e r  t h e o r y  t h a t  w o n ' t  
eave out  t h o s e  who ar e  no t  e r o t i c a l l y  a r o u s e d  by f emi ni ne  
¡arments.  Dr .  I r i s  is t o o  F r e u d i a n  for  my t a s t e .  T h e  sex 
Irive is a p o w e r f u l  one  i n  t he  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  b u t  i t  is NOT 
he ONLY p o w e r f u l  f o r c e  w i t h i n  us and I t a k e  e x c e p t i o n  to 
)r. Iris a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i v i t y  r e l i g i o u s  Love ,  
itc. . .  a r e  "ex a m p l e  s of t h i s  sex e n e r g y "  d i v e r t e d  i n t o  other 
ihannels.  S u r e l y  t h e r e  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  wh e r e  Dr .  I r i s ' theory 
its, but  she is s q u e e z i n g  r e a l i t y  t oo  m u c h  to m a k e  i t  f i t  
neatly i n t o  h e r  c a t e g o r y .  J u n g  and Ad l e r ,  as Dr .  I r i s  w e l l  
knows, did no t  c o n f e r  u pon  t he  sex d r i v e  t he  t r e m e m d o u s  
importance t h a t  Fr eud  a t t a c h e d  to i t .  Dr .  I r i s  w o n d e r s  
which one of h e r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w r o t e  wh a t  p a r t s  of  h e r  
article.  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  d o c t o r  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  
and t h a t  I r i s  wr o t e  a b o u t  t he  t h i r d .  T h e r e f o r e  I c o n g r a t u 
late I r is  for  h e r  b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e m e n t :  "by c r e a t i n g  t h i s  
woman in t he  m i r r o r  we h a v e  a c t u a l l y  d o n e  a b i t  of divine 
juggl ing." And f i n a l l y ,  a b i t  of a d v i c e .  Why n o t  t ry  and 
let Iris d e l v e  a l i t t l e  l o n g e r  on t h a t  " f i r s t  s t a g e " ,  ma y  
be i h e c o u l d  c o m e  up wi t h  a b e t t e r  a n s we r  t h a n  t he  one 
given by t he  d o c t o r  w i t h  such a s i m p l i f i e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n .

Now, b a c k  to b i t s  of c o n v e r s a t i o n s  r e c e n t l y  h e l d  a m o n g  
friends. S o m e h o w ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  to be a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  
of en g i n e e r s  a m o n g  T V ’s. Our  f r i e n d  S h e i l a ,  b e i n g  one 
herself, r e c a l l s  t h a t  as a s t u d e n t ,  t h e r e  was a C o l l e g e
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song  in  wh i c h  t he  e n g i n e e r s  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  " to 
b u i l d  a b r i d g e  to Mars  or a t e n - f o o t  s h a f t  to H e l l ” . 
S h e i l a  s ays  t h a t  " i n  an  a t m o s p h e r e  of t h a t  so r t ,  who 
wo u l d  f e a r  a l i t t l e  p r o j e c t  l i k e  r a i s i n g  a s e c r e t  s i s t e r ? ”
It  is i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  T Vi s m cu t s  a-  
c r os s  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and t h a t  i t  is ve r y  
d i f f i c u l t  to e s t a b l i s h  any  so r t  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
t h e  t y p e  of  work one  does  and t he  p r e s e n c e  of t he  "g i r l -  
w i t h i n " .  I ' v e  n o t i c e d  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s hou l d  t ry 
to  d r aw a ny  h a s t y  c o n c l u s i o n s  f r om t h i s ,  t h a t  a good 
m a j o r i t y  of T V ' s  a r e  R e p u b l i c a n s - - and a good n u m b e r  
of t h e m  i n  t he  C o n s e r v a t i v e  r a nks ,  how a b o u t  e l e c t i n g  
a TV P r e s i d e n t  s o me  d a y ?

It  is i n t e r e s t i n g  ( a n d  p e r h a p s  e a s i e r  to u n d e r s t a n d )  to 
n o t e  t h e  n u m b e r  of  T V ' s  who a r e  a v i d  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  
f a n s .  Are t o  p e r c h a n c e  t r y i n g  t o  f i nd  THE s t o ry  i n  
wh i c h  T V ’s a r e  r e a l  h e r o e s  ( oops ,  I m e a n  h e r o i n e s ? )
I ' v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  such a s t o r y  for  s o me  t i m e  and I; 
h a v e  c o m e  up wi t h  a p l o t .  I j u s t  wi s h e d  I h a d  t he  t i m e  
to s i t  down  and w r i t e  i t  i n t o  a good  n o v e l e t t e .  P e g i e  
Va l  A d a i r  liked the- s t o r y  and p r o m i s e d  s h e ' d  b l o c k  i t  into 
c h a p t e r s  for  m e .  Wha t  a b o u t  i t ,  P e g i e ?  A n y wa y  . h e r e ' s  
t he  i d e a :

T h e  y e a r  is s o m e t i m e  i n  t he  f u t u r e .  T h e  R u s s i a n s - - a s  
u s u s a l  - - h a v e  v i o l a t e d  a n o t h e r  t r e a t y .  Th i s  t i m e  i t s  the 
n u c l e a r  t e s t  b a n .  Both s i d e s  h a v e  b e e n  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  
l i k e  m a d  for  s o me  t i m e .  T h e  f a l l - o u t  is i n c r e a s i n g .  
S u d d e n l y  a s c i e n t i s t  spot s  an odd f a c t .  T h e  n u m b e r  of 
b i r t h s  of  b a b y  g i r l s  is d e c r e a s i n g .  S c i e n c e  g e t s  to work]  
b u t ,  t o no a v a i l .  T h e  n u m b e r  of  g i r l  b i r t h s  k e e p s ,  dropp
i n g  on l y  boys  a r e  b e i n g  b o r n .  Our  s t o ry  b e g i n s  when  
i t ' s  b e e n  20 y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  b a b y  g i r l  was b o r n .  
M a n k i n d  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  i t  is d o o m e d  t o  t o t a l  e x t i n c t i o n .  
T H e r e  a r e  on l y  a few women l e f t .  T h e s e  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  
p r o t e c t e d  by s o c i e t y  in t h e  h o p e  t h a t  by s o me  m i r a c l e  
t h e y  m a y  a g a i n  be  a b l e  to  g i v e  b i r t h  to g i r l s .  T h e  popula
t i o n  of t hé  wor l d  ha s  s h r u n k  a t  a d i z z y i n g  r a t e .  What  
ha s  h a p p e n e d  to  t h i s  s o c i e t y  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  m a d e  of  men? 
Many  of  t h e m  h a v e  t a k e n  t o  h o m e s e x u a l  a t t a c h m e n t s ,  
o t h e r s  h o w e v e r  just.work and  l i v e  to t r y  and  f o r g e t  the 
b e a u t i f u l  p a s t  and  no t  t o  t h i n k  of  t he  i n e v i t a b l e  oblitéra-
i o n  o f  t he  r a c e .  T h e  c o n c e p t  of  f a m i l y  l i f e  has  b e e n
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d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  and  we f i nd  now v e r i t a b l e  f r a t e r n i t y  
h o u s e s  as t h e  s t a n d a r d  f a m u l y  u n i t .  Wha t  a b o u t  f e m i n i 
n i t y ?  Men  mi s s  i t  t e r r i b l y .  I t  i s n ’t j u s t  sex h u n g e r ,  
b u t  s p i r i t u a l  h u n g e r  as w e l l .  S o me  h a l f - h e a r t e d  attem pts 
a r e  m a d e  t o  k e e p  a v a s e  w i t h  f l o we r s  on t h e  d i n i n g  room  
t a b l e .  At  p u t t i n g  up p r e t t y  c u r t a i n s .  At  s p r e a d i n g  t h a t  
m a g i c ,  c h e e r f u l  s o f t n e s s  on l y  g i r l s  kn ew how t o  s pa r k  
an d  s u s t a i n .

At t h i s  p o i n t  i n  our  s t o r y  ( a n d  I ' m  sur e  y o u  a r e  way 
a h e a d  of  me)  t h e  TV m a k e s  h i s  t r i u m p h a n t  a p p e a r a n c e  
i n  t h i s  d y i n g  s o c i e t y .  He b e c o m e s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  
of f e m i n i n i t y .  He a l o n e  knows  how to k e e p  i t  a l i v e .  
Ever y  h o u s e h o l d  f e e l s  p r o u d ,  and c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  l u c k y ,  
to  h a v e  a TV in t h e i r  m i d s t .  T h e  c l i c k i n g  of  h i g h  heels, 
wh i c h  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  is h e a r d  o n c e  a g a i n  
in  a p a r t m e n t s  and s i d e w a l k s .  T h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of 
c o s m e t i c s  and  p e r f u m e s  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  s o me  c u s t o m e r s  
t o  t a k e  c a r e  of .  Long h a i r  for  TV is now u r g e d  and 
e x t o l l e d .  L o v e l y  p r i n t s  i n  s i l ks  and s a t i n s  a r e  a g a i n  
s e e n  i n  t he  s t o r e  wi ndows  and e v e n  b e a u t y  p a r l o r s  
b e g a i n  t o  r e o p e n  t h e i r  door s  i n  e v e r y  c i t y .  I t  is certainly 
n i c e  to h a v e  T V ' s  a r o u n d  t o  k e e p  t h e  m e m o r y  of  GG' s  
a l i v e .  An i m i t a t i o n  t r u e ,  b u t  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g  a t  a ll. 
T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  is w e l c o m e d  by m o s t  bu t ,  ( a n d  h e r e  t he  
p l o t  t h i c k e n s )  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t h o s e  who h a t e  T V ' s  simply 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  b r i n g  m e m o r i e s  of b y g o n e  d a y s .  T h e y  see 
i n  T v ’s, n o t h i n g  b u t  c r u e l  t a n t a l i z e r s ,  a m o c k e r y  of 
s o m e t h i n g  i n t e n s e l y  d e s i r e d  b u t  h o p e l e s s l y  ou t  of  r e a c h .  
T h e  T V - h a t e r s  e m b a r k  in a m e r c i l e s s  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  
T V ’s. T h e  c a m p a i g n  e r u p t s  i n  v i o l e n c e  and TV l i v e s  
a r e  l o s t  i n  t he  s t r u g g l e .  ( T h e r e  o u g h t  to be l o a d s  .of 
a c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  c h a p t e r s ! ! )  T h e  c l i m a x  is r e a c h e d  
when  s u d d e n l y  a r a d i o  b l a r e s  f o r t h  a s e n s a t i o n a l  bulletin: 
" A b a b y - g i r l  has  b e e n  b o r n  t h i s  m o r i n g  in  R o c h e s t e r ,  
New Y o r k ! "  Ho p e  r e t u r n s ,  m a n k i n d  is s a v e d  and T V ’s 
c o n q u e r  r e c o g n i t i o n .  ( I gues s  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  of  
t he  n u c l e a r  f a l l - o u t  h a v e  worn  of f  by n o w - - o r  e l s e  we, 
h u m a n s  h a v e  b u i l t  up a r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  i t . ) , . ,  w h a t  
l ed me  to d r e a m  up t h i s  p l o t  was t he  f a c t  t h a t  I was 
s i ck  and t i r e d  of  t he  d o t i n g  m o t h e r  who d r e s s e s  up t he  
boy,  or t he  d o m i n e e r i n g  a u n t  who t a k e s  p l e a s u r e  i n  
f o r c i n g  t h e  k i d  i n t o  f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y .  Th i s  s e e m s  to be 
the on l y  p l o t  , t h a t  c a n  be c o n c e i v e d  in r e g u a r d  to t r a n s 
v e s t i s m .  I ' m  sure  y o u ' v e  r e a d  t h a t  s t u p i d  s e q u e n c e  a 
m i l l i o n  t i m e s .
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S p e a k i n g  of  p l o t s ,  i t  is f a s c i n a t i n g  to  s e a r c h  through 
l i t e r a r y  works  l o o k i n g  for  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  s c e n e s .  There 
a r e  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  in  t h e  c l a s s i c s  wh i c h  I am c e r t a i n  
you  m o s t  h a v e  s e e n .  J u s t  as an e x a m p l e  I found  t ha t  
t h e  Span i s h  w r i t e r  C e r v a n t e s  used  TV b i t s  q u i t e  frequent
ly  i n  h i s  wo r k s .  In "Don  Q u i x o t e ” we f i nd a s c e n e  at  
a s m a l l  t own  s q u a r e  w h e r e  s o me  sor t  of  f e s t i v a l  is in 
p r o g r e s s .  Al l  t h e  y o u n d  g i r l s  i n  t own  a r e  p e r f o r m i n g  
a d a n c e  r i t u a l  w h i l e  t he  c r o wd  e n j o y s  t he  s p e c t a b l e  
and t h e  M a y o r  a p p l a u d s .  S u d d e n l y  two g i r l s  l e a v e  
t h e  g r o u p  of  d a n c e r s  and a p p r o a c h  t h e  M a y o r .  One of 
t h e m  t u r n s  out  t o  be t he  M a y o r ' s  son who is now asking 
h i s  f a t h e r  to p l e a s e  l e t  h i m  m a r r y  t he  g i r l  of  h i s  dreams. 
S i n c e  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  g i v e  h e r  p e r m i s s i o n  to s ee  h i m ,  he 
h a d  to r e s o r t  to t h i s  s u b t e r f u g e  in o r d e r  to be wi t h  her 
and t a l k  to  h e r .  T h e  M a y o r  is u p s e t  and i n d i g n a n t ,  bu t  
Don Q u i x o t e  p l a c a t e s  t he  old m a n  and a l l  en d s  w e l l .
In a n o t h e r  of  C e r v a n t e s '  work t h e r e  is a l o n g  n a r r a t i v e  
a b o u t  a P r i n c e  who s a i l e d  to  Nor t h  A f r i c a  to f i nd  and 
r e s c u e  h i s  d a m s e l  who h a d  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  by Moorish 
p i r a t e s .  As t h e  sh i p  a p p r o a c h e s  t he  c o a s t  of A f r i c a ,  a 
f r i e n d  p o i n t s  ou t  t o  t he  P r i n c e  how m u c h  e a s i e r  hi s  
s e a r c h  wo u l d  be i f  t he  P r i n c e  s h o u l d  p r e t e n d  to be a 
P e i n c e s s  and l e t  h i m s e l f  be k i d n a p p e d  by t he  p i r a t e s .  
T h e  P r i n c e  t h i n k s  t h i s  is a t e r r i f i c  i d e a ( a  TV no doubt), 
goes  down to hi s  c a b i n  and e m e r g e s  a c o u p l e  of hour s  
l a t e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a v i s i o n  of l o v e l i n e s s .  Cervantes  
d e f i n i t e l y  o v e r d o e s  t he  s c e n e  wh e n  he  says  t h a t  ” She 
was a v i s i o n  of  b e a u t y  as f a i r  of  t h e  f a i r e s t  m a i d e n s ” . 
O b v i o u s l y  he  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  T V ’s n e e d  a l o t  of  practice 
and he  c o m p l e t e l y  f o r g e t s  to t e l l  us wh a t  t he  P r i n c e  
us ed  for  f a l s i e s  and h i p  p a d d i n g .  Anyway,  t he  e n t i r e  
c r e w  is a m a z e d  a t  t h e  c h a n g e  and t he  p i r a t e s  f a l l  for  
t he  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  T h e  ” p r i n c e s s  " is d u l y  t a k e n  to  
t h e  c a v e  or p a l a c e ( I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  wh i c h )  wh e r e  a l l  
t he  f e m a l e  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  k e p t .  T h e  P r i n c e  l ooks  so 
g o r g e o u s  t h a t  e v e n  hi s  s wee  t h e a  r t - - wh o does  no t  r e ad  
h i m  r i g h t  a w a y - - f e e l s  a t w i n g e  of e n v y .  I wo n d e r  wh a t  
k i n d  of a TV w i f e  she wo u l d  m a k e !  And of c o u r s e  she 
is r e s c u e d  and  t h e  P r i n c e  d i s c a r d s  hi s  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .
I a m sure  t h a t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  to i n d u l g e  l a t e r  
on,  b e i n g  so p r e t t y ,  y o u  k n o w .

A g a i n  i n  S p a n i s h  l i t e r a t u r e , !  r a n  a c r o s s  a s i x - v o l u m e
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h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  a b o u t  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of one of t he  
Sou t h  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  An e n t i r e  v o l u m e  d e a l s  
wi t h  t he  a d v e n t u r e s  of a y o u n g  p a t r i o t ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  of 
t he  f r e e d o m  f i g h t e r s ,  who  is w o u n d e d  by t he  Spani sh  
d u r i n g  t he  s e i g e  of  a t o w n .  T h e  t own  f a l l s  i n  t he  hands 
of t he  S p a n i s h  and  our  h e r o  is s av e d  in  t he  n i c k  of t i me  
by a GG who h a p p e n s  to  be s e c r e t l y  i n  l o v e  wi t h  h i m .  

She d r ags  h i m ,  u n c o n s i o u s ,  i n t o  h e r  h ous e  and q u i c k l y  
d r e s se s  h i m  in one  of  h e r  b e s t  d r e s s e s .  Th e  f a s h i o n  of 
c o u r s e  was p e r f e c t  for  T V ’s in  t hos e  days  of  e a r l y  1800‘s. 
Long s l e e v e s ;  h i g h  n e c k s ,  and sk i r t s  t h a t  c a m e  way down 
t o  t he  f l o o r  wi t h  l o t s  of  p e t t i c o a t s  u n d e r n e a t h .  T h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t  a l s o  l o o k s  g o r g e o u s  and  whe n  t h e  S p a n i s h  
s o l d i e r s  b r e a k  i n t o  t he  h o u s e  t h e y  f i nd  t h e m s e l v e s  apologi
z i n g  for  h a v i n g  d i s t u r b e d  t h e s e  two l o v e l y  l a d i e s !  T h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  p r e t e n d s  ’’ s h e ” has  l os t  h e r  v o i c e  ( t h e  a u t h o r  
n e v e r  t a l k e d  wi t h  F e l i c i t y ,  I ’m sure)  and is s o l i c i t o u s l y  
p r o t e c t e d  by a t o u g h  S p a n i s h  C a p t a i n .  T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
goes  t h r o u g h  a good m a n y  a d v e n t u r e s  o n c e  he  r e a l i z e s  
how good he r e a l l y  l ooks  as a g i r l .  He e v e n  e n t e r s  i n t o  
an i n c r e d i b l e  s e q u e n c e  wi t h  a r e a l  GG who does  no t  know 
w..hy she f e e l s  such a s t r a n g e  a t t r a c t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h i s  
l o v e l y  ” g i r l f r i e n d . ” N a t u r e  f i n a l l y  e n t e r s  t he  p i c t u r e  
and t he  GG f i nds  out  t h a t  h e r  i n s t i n c t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  
a l l .  T h e  r e a d e r  c a n  t e l l  t h a t  t he  a u t h o r  was no t  a T V.  
Very l i t t l e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i f  any of t he  d r e s s e s  he wo r e ,  
and t o t a l  n e g l e c t  on t h e  shoe  p r o b l e m  and w h a t  h e  d i d  
a b o u t  h i s  b e a r d .  Al l  we a r e  t o l d  is t h a t  he  l o o k e d  attrac
t i v e  and c o u l d  f o o l  a n y b o d y .  We l l ,  f a n t a s y  is f a n t a s y ,  
a f t e r  a l l ,  bu t  no h a r m  i n  d r e a m i n g .................

A f i n a l  b i t ........... s o m e o n e  t o l d  me  t h a t  t h e  M u m m e r ’ s
P a r a d e  h e l d  e v e r y  J a n u a r y  1 s t ,  i n P h i l a d e l p h i a  s t e m s  
f r om a h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  i n  wh i c h  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  p l a y e d  
an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t .  It  s e e ms  t h a t  a g r o u p  of A m e r i c a n  
p a t r i o t s  m a n a g e d  to  f o o l  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n t o  a l l o w i n g  a l l  
t h e  w o m e n  to l e a v e  u n m o l e s t e d  as p a r t  of  t he  t e r m s  of 
t h e i r  s u r r e n d e r .  When t he  Br i t i s h  e n t e r e d  t he  f o r t ,  t h e r e  
was n o b o d y  l e f t .  T h e  A m e r i c a n s  h a d  g one  t oo ,  a l l  
w e a r i n g  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s .  Ah,  t h o s e  we r e  t h e  d a y s ,  
b u t  t h e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  is p r e t t y  n i c e  t oo ,  r i g h t ?

Love ,
S u s a n n a
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WANT
TO
(gil& M I
MY
SEX! 4 4 Posed by professional models

The following letter, received by this magazine, 

was referred to the eminent international authority 

on "sex change" problems. Harry Benjamin, M.D.
DEAR DOCTOR:

What can I do to end my misery? In body I am looked at by others 
as a male, but in my mind and heart I see myself as a woman.

Life has played a dirty trick on me, forcing me to live with the 
outer appearance of a man, but the inner feelings and emotions of a 
woman. Although my sex is male, I really think I am very much on 
the feminine side. Except that I do not have breasts, I have a womanly 
figure. On occasion, while dressed as a female (something I feel com
pelled to do quite frequently to ease my emotional tension) I have 
been told that I am quite beautiful. People look at me with respect 
and admiration. Not so when I am dressed as a man.

Perhaps I could live always dressed in a woman’s clothes; but then 
I would always live in fear of being recognized and arrested. That will 
not help. Even now, I feel that I am a true woman hiding in the false 
physical shell of a male.

I understand that some people like me have been able, after years 
of torment, to find relief and happiness by actually becoming female 
through treatments and an operation. I am convinced that this is what 
I really need to end my misery.

I want to change my sex. Can you help me ? — F. T. S.

DR. BENJAMIN'S REPLY: yours, although not too many and
not always too well.

Medical science and modern sur- An operation to have your sex 
gery have indeed helped cases like “changed” is probably foremost in
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S E X  R O L E  P R O B L E M

your mind. Sometimes you may 
feel that such an operation is all 
you live for and that, without it 
and without the change you can 
accomplish that way, life is not 
worth living. This is an under
standable emotional reaction to 
your deep-seated ambition to go 
through life as a woman.

You must realize, however, that 
emotion, especially if unusually in
tense, is not always rational and 
may well conflict with sound rea
son. Therefore, you should make 
an effort to think over your prob
lem as unemotionally as possible, 
and to do so more than once. Let 
me help you to do it by supply
ing a little more knowledge and 
common sense. It may prove use
ful for your entire future life.

First of all, sex is determined 
at the moment of conception and

I
 therefore never can be changed. 

The so-called “change” by surgery 
concerns only those organs that 
make you physically and legally a 
man (or a woman). A serious 
major operation or series of opera
tions are required to change the 
external appearance from male to 
female.

The difficulties of finding a com
petent surgeon are great. Few hos
pitals at the present time will 
allow such operations. Complica
tions may arise afterwards, more 

! operations may become necessary 
and the outcome is never certain. 
The artificial vagina that can be 
created by plastic surgery may or 
may not function to your later 

| satisfaction in marital relations. I 
am speaking from experience with 
more than a single patient.

D r. B e n ja m in  is  a  p ro m in e n t N . Y. 
I e n d o c r in o lo g is t a n d  s p e c i a l i s t  in  
I g e ro n to lo g y . H e  w a s  c o n su ltin g  en - 
I d o c r in o lo g is t o f  th e  C o lle g e  o f  th e  
I C ity  o f  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  h a s  co n - 
I t r ib u te d  to  n u m e ro u s  sc ie n tif ic  a n d  
I m e d ic a l jo u rn a ls .

Furtherm ore, the operation , even  
i f  su ccessfu l, does not ch ange you  
in to  a w om an. Your inborn (g e n e 
tic )  sex  will rem ain  m ale . You m ust 
be aware o f  this fact, a lthough  it 
m ay have no practical m ea n in g  fo r  
your later life  as a w om an. If the  
surgeon  castrates you  as part o f  the  
operation , you  w ould be, tech n ica lly  
and from  the g land ular p o in t o f  
view, ne ither  m ale nor fem ale: You  
would be a “ neu ter .”

Only your psychological sex is 
female. (Otherwise you would not 
have wanted the operation in the 
first place.) If the surgeon mere'y 
places your testicles in the ab
domen to make them invisible, you 
would have to be considered a 
male, from a glandular viewpoint 
as well as legally.

Yet, it is true, you could look 
like a woman in the genital 
region and f unc t i on  as one 
after the operation. Even a climax 
(orgasm) during sex relations has 
been reported by most such pa
tients. But remember, a time may 
come when sex is no longer impor
tant. Would you still want to be 
a woman then? Constant glandu
lar treatment with hormone injec
tions or tablets — off and on — 
probably would be necessary for 
the rest of your life.

Is your general appearance and 
physical build such that you can 
pass as a woman, or is it possible 
you will look more like a man 
dressed up as a woman?

Don’t ask the mirror. Take the 
word of an objective outsider.

Masculine f ea t u r es ,  a heavy 
bone structure, a height above the 
average, a prominent “Adam’s 
apple” could be handicaps because 
they cannot be changed.

The law too may cause you 
many difficulties and complications, 
even after the operation. Much red 
tape stands in the way for you to
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THIS WOMAN. Elizabeth Kimberly Belve
dere Hughes, was formerly James Ernest 
Hughes until he underwent a sex change 
operation.— European.

have your birth certificate read 
“female” instead of “male.” But 
you may need that for a new job, 
or if you should want to get mar
ried as a woman.

And then, please remember that 
you are not alone in this world. 
You undoubtedly have relatives, 
parents, brothers and sisters. You 
must ask yourself how they would 
feel, having a daughter instead of 
a son. a sister instead of a brother. 
Their attitude and their happiness 
deserve your consideration before 
you undertake such an irrevocable 
step as a “conversion operation.” 
You can only hope that they will 
put your happiness before their 
own preferences.

Religious convictions may trou
ble your conscience. Find peace

and clarity before you decide on 
something that cannot be undone.

Even if all obstacles (including 
the important financial one) have 
been overcome and the operation 
has become possible for you, you 
should remind yourself once more 
that when you awake from the 
anesthesia, you are not a woman 
by any means.

When you have recovered from 
the pain and the after-effects of 
the operation, after a few weeks or 
months, your real work begins— 
to change into a “woman.” You 
have to learn how to behave like 
a woman, how to walk, how to use 
your hands, how to talk, how to ap
ply make-up and how to dress. Ex
isting handicaps would require 
special attention.

Of course, you may have had 
your experience with dressing, etc., 
for some time already, but it was 
then more or less a game. Now it 
would be so much more serious 
because it is permanent. Also, 
your beard and body hair may re
quire long and costly electrolysis 
to be removed.

F inally, but h igh ly  im portant, 
how do you know you can m ake  
a liv ing as a w om an? Have you  
ever worked as a wom an b efore?  
I assum e that so far, you have only  
held  a m an’s job and have drawn 
a m an ’s salary. Now, you m ay have 
to learn som eth ing  entirely  new. 
Could you do that? Could you  get 
along with sm aller earn in gs?

Again, I ask you to think over 
all these problems carefully, sensi
bly and unemot ional ly .  If you 
could try, perhaps with the help 
of a psychologist, to adjust your
self to your present male status, 
making the best of it in whatever 
form or manner, you may certain
ly save yourself immense compli
cations in your future life and 
probably many sacrifices too.
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If you can. discuss the prob
lem with someone who is under
standing but who does not have 
the handicap of emotional involve
ment. If everything seems favor
able, a doctor—preferably an ex
perienced psychiatrist—should still 
be asked to approve of the step 
you want to take. If he agrees with 
you and recommends the opera
tion, then I would say “by all 
means, go ahead and the best of 
luck.”

The above advice was written 
with the male transsexual in mind 
who desires to become a woman. 
But there are also female trans
sexuals who want to become men 
and live and work as such. They 
are much rarer, but their emo
tional problems are the same. My 
explanations and warnings, in prin
ciple, apply equally to them.

The operations they are seeking 
with the same emotional intensity,

naturally are different. They want 
a reduction in the size of their 
breasts, in order to appear mascu
line, the removal of the womb, so 
that there is no menstrual period 
to fear anymore, and sometimes 
the closing up of the vagina.

More complicated plastic opera
tions on the genitalia are practi
cally never reques t ed .  For in
stance, the construction of a penis 
that could be of use would require 
a series of complicated operations, 
costly through long hospitalization, 
and highly uncertain as to results.

Glandular treatment with hor
mones and psychological guidance 
are as important for females as for 
males, but naturally hormones pro
duce no permanent changes. Those 
can only be accomplished through 
surgery, which in turn requires as 
much m a t u r e  and unemotional 
consideration as the parallel pro
cedures in men.

The  p r e c e e d i n g  a r t i c l e  was  r e p r i n t e d  by p e r m i s s 
i on  of  t he  E d i t o r  of S e x o l o g y  w h e r e  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  a p 
p e a r e d ,  and a t  t he  r e q u e s t  of  i t ’s a u t h o r ,  Dr Ha r r y  Ben
j a m i n .  I t  was wi t h  f u l l  w i l l i n g n e s s  t h a t  y o u r  E d i t o r  
c o n c u r r e d  wi t h  t h i s ,  for  I t oo  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  c a n  
h a r d l y  be o v e r  e m p h a s i z e d .  Wh i l e  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
t r u e  t r a n s s e x  u a l i  sts who m a y  be b e n e f i t e d  by s u r g e r y ,  
bu t  who s h o u l d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n s i d e r  t he  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e h a n d ,  t h e r e  is a s t a g e  in  t h e  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  of a TV t h a t  l e a d s  h i m  tasr t h i q k  t h a t  s u r g e r y  wo u l d  
be t he  " a n s w e r ” . I say a " s t a g e ” b e c a u s e  w i t h  a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m o s t  of  us ¡ c o m e j t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t h i s  is no t  t he  a n s w e r  a t  a l l .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is  to h e l p  
t he i n d i v i d u a l  to d e v e l o p  pas t :  t h i s  p o i n t .  A c l e a r  c o n 
s i d e r a t i o n  of  t he  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d ,  s uch  as Dr .  Ben
j a m i n  has  g i v e n  in  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  one  of  t h e  b e s t  ways  
of h e l p i n g  such p e o p l e  to o u t g r o w  t h i s  f e e l i n g  and to 
a c c e p t  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and to s e e k  
t h e i r  h a p p i n e s s  w i t h o u t  s u r g e r y .
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T h e  t i t l e  of  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  n o t  d i s t u r b  a g r o u p  such as 
t h i s ,  t h o u g h  i t  wo u l d  u p s e t  t he  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  s i n c e  
M f e m i n i n i t y  " i n  a m a l e  sounds  i m m o r a l  and a b n o r m a l ,  j 
T h i s  is b e c a u s e  we h a v e  v e r y  a r t i f i c i a l  and s e m a n t i c a l l y  j 
i n c o r r e c t  i d e a s  a b o u t  such m a t t e r s .  I t  w i l l  be  w e l l ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  to  g i v e  a m o m e n t ’s a t t e n t i o n  to  t he  s ens e  in 
w h i c h  I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  use t he  words  Sex and G e n d e r .  I 
s p e a k  of  sex as a m a t t e r  of  a n a t o m y  and p h y s i o l o g y  and 
g e n d e r  as a m a t t e r  of  p s y c h o l o g y  and s o c i o l o g y .  Or to 
p u t  i t  i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  sex is l a r g e l y  b e l o w  t he  b e l t ,  
g e n d e r  is l a r g e l y  a b o v e  i t .

Sex and G e n d e r  a r e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o f t e n  used in t e rchange
a b l y  or in  ways  t h a t  l e a d  one  to t h i n k  of  t h e m  as insepar
a b l e  - m a s c u l i n e  wi t h  m a l e n e s s  and f e m i n i n e  wi t h  female
n e s s .  Lower  a n i m a l s  h a v e  sex d i f f e r e n c e s  b u t  on l y  t he  
r u d i m e n t s  of  g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  T h a t  i s ,  m a l e  and f e 
m a l e  a n i m a l s  show l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in g e n e r a l  b e h a v i o u r  
e x c e p t  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a c t ,  b i r t h  and the 
r e a r i n g  of  o f f s p r i n g .  In t h e  h u m a n  s p e c i e s ,  h ow e v e r ,  there 
a r e  m a n y  ways  i n  w h i c h  m a l e s  and f e m a l e s  d i f f e r  on 
p u r e l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  l e v e l s  no t  d i r e c t l y  r e 
l a t e d  to  t h e i r  a n a t o m i c a l  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  ! 
G e n d e r  t h e n ,  is l a r g e l y  a h u m a n  i n v e n t i o n  and a b y - p r o d 
u c t  of  h u m a n  s o c i e t y .  S i n c e  s o c i e t y  is a l s o  a ’human phe 
n o m e n o n  ( l e a v i n g  ou t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  s o c i a l  i n s e c t s  ) and | 
is n o t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  b a s e d  and ,  s i n c e  i t  e x i s t s  in a g r e a t  
m a n y  f o r ms  and d e g r e e s ,  i t  is o b v i o u s l y  an a r t i f i c i a l  
c r e a t i o n  of m a n  and n o t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  t e s u l t  of  b i o l o g 
i c a l  n e c e s s i t y .  T h e  p s y c h o - s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  
h u m a n  m a l e s  and f e m a l e s  wh i c h  c o l l e c t i v e l y  a r e  temed 
g e n d e r ,  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  i n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  a r b i t r a r y  and 
a r t i f i c i a l .  Wha t  is c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r  m a s c u l i n e  or fem i |  
i n i n e  b e h a v i o r  or a p p e a r a n c e  i n  one  c u l t u r e  or p e r i o d  of J 
h i s t o r y  m a y  be  e x a c t l y  t he  o p p o s i t e  in o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  or 
i n  t h e  s a m e  c u l t u r e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  Th i s  p o i n t e d  out j 
t o  h e l p  d e s t r o y  t he  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we a l l  h a v e  t h a t  wha t  IS J 
a t  t h e  m o m e n t  is wh a t  s hou l d  be ,  and h o p e f u l l y  e i l l  be 1 
i n  t he  f u t u r e .  Wi th  t h i s  s ense  of  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  and per-  1 
m a n e  n e e  p u t  of  the way we c a n  m o r e  e a s i l y  p r o c e e d  to I
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e x a m i n e  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  i s  s e l d o m  c o n s i d e r e d  in  t h i s  
l i g h t .

Looked  a t  f r o m t he  b r o a d e s t  v i e w ,  a h u m a n  b a b y  h a s  
m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of  b e h a v i o u r ,  e m o t i o n s ,  r e a t i o n s  
and c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  a v a i l a b l e  to h i m  f r om w h i c h  he  
mu s t  b u i l d  a p e r s o n a l i t y  as he  g r ows .  In s o me  s m a l l  
ways ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  sex ,  t he  g e n e t i c  
p a t t e r n  and t h e  g l a n d u l a r  f u n c t i o n s  of t he  i n d i v i d u a l  
e f f e c t  t h e  k i n d  of t r a i t s ,  p a t t e r n s  and e m o t i o n a l  express
i ons  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d s  i n t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  dur
i ng  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  by fa r  the g r e a t e s t  de t e rminant s  
a r e  c u l t u r a l .  Thus  m a l e s  a r e  s u p p o s e d ,  i n  our  c u l t u r e ,  
to be ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  s t r o n g  and b r a v e ,  d i g n i f i e d  
and f i r m ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  d e c i s i v e  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and to 
e x h i b i t  t h e s e  t r a i t s  p r i m a r i l y  in  an e n v i r o n m e n t  based 
on r e a s o n .  F e m a l e s ,  on t he  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a r e  p erm itted  
and e x p e c t e d  to be t e n d e r  and g e n t l e ,  l o v i n g  and c o m 
p a s s i o n a t e ;  t i m i d ,  i n d e c i s i v e  and c a p r i c i o u s .  T h e  cloth
i n g ,  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  f u r n i t u r e  e t s .  of  bo t h  s e x e s  r e f l e c t  
t h i s  in  t h e i r  d e s i g n ;  t h e  m a l e ’s b e i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  large, 
he  avy,  t h i c k ,  d a rk ,  r ough  , p l a i n  and c o n s e r v a t i v e .  T h e  
f e m a l e ' s ,  on t he  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a r e  s m a l l ,  l i g h t ,  t h i n ,  bright, 
sof t ,  d e c o r a t e d ,  i n t r i c a t e ,  d a i n t y ,  p r e t t y ,  e n d l e s s l y  c o l o r 
ful  and e v e r  c h a n g i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  in  t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t he  y o u n g  h u m a n ,  t he  
t o t a l  of  p o s s i b l e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  and b e h a v i o u r  pat terns 
a v a i l a b l e  as t h e  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  of  i t s  p e r s o n a l i t y  b e 
g i n  to be l i m i t e d , r e s t r i c  t ed  and p r o h i b i t e d  to h i m  from 
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d .  I t  is c o n s i d e r a t e  u n m a n l y  for  a boy 
to be g e n t l e , d a i n t y ,  and c o n s i d e r a t e  or to c ry  or be 
t o u c h e d  e m o t i o n a l l y  by e v e n t s  and s c e n e s .  He s h o u l d  
not  pos ses s  or e n j o y  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  a r e  sof t ,  s m a l l ,  detailed, 
d a i n t y ,  c o l o r f u l  and b e a u t i f u l .  He is f o r c e d  to d i s c a r d  
and suppr e s s  t hos e  p a t t e r n s  and t r a i t s  which hi s  p a r t i c 
u l a r  c u l t u r e  says  do no t  c o n f o r m  to t he  s t a r d a r d s  of h i s  
s ex .  Gi r l s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  l i m i t a t i o n s  t oo ,  b u t  no t  in 
q u i t e  t h e  s a m e  ways  or to t he  s a m e  d e g r e e .  T h e y  a r e  
p e r m i t t e d  m o r e  f r e e d o m .  Thus  " t o m b o y "  d o e s n ' t  carry 
t he  s t i g m a  of  " s i s s y . ”

Be c a u s e  s o c i e t y  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p e o p l e  t h a t  m a k e  i t  
up,  t h i n k  of  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of s e g r e g a t i o n  of  c h a r a c t e r
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t r a i t s  and b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r s  as b i o l o g i c a l  and t h e r e 
f o r e  as b e i n g  n a t u r a l  and i n e s c a p a b l e ,  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  
is g i v e n  to t he  o t h e r  s i de  of  t he  p i c t u r e .  Wha t  becomes 
of  s u p p r e s s e d  and u n u t i l i z e d  t r a i t s  and p e r s o n a l  desires 
w h i c h  t he  boy  w i t h i n  h i m  ha s ?  Th e  an s we r  v a r i e s  wi t h  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  S o me  h a v e  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  q u o t a  
of  c u l t u r a l l y  d e f i n e d  f e m i n i n e  t r a i t s ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  s p r e a d  ou t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  e x t r e m e s .  S o me  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  c i r 
c u m s t a n c e s ,  b e c o m e  a w a r e  of  t h e s e  s u p p r e s s e d  b i t s  of 
p e r s o n a l i t y  and h a v e  to  do b a t t l e  wi t h  t h e m  for  m u c h  
of  t h e i r  l i v e s .  In o t h e r s ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  is t h e r e  b u t  i t  
is n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  for  w h a t  i t  is and t h i s  r e s u l t s  in forms 
of  c o m p e n s a t i o n  or t e n s i o n  a d j u s t m e n t  s o m e t i m e s  of  
a s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  n a t u r e  and s o m e t i m e s  n o t .  In 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  is m o r e  or l ess  s u c c e s s f u l .

But  our  i n t e r s t  c e n t e r s  i n  t ho s e  who h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  
t h a t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t he  f e m i n i n e  s i de  of' 
t h e i r  n a t u r e .  T h e  t e r m  " f e m i n i n e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  " 
a p p e a r s  o f t e n  in t he  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  no t  so o f t e n  is t he  
c o n c e p t  d i s c u s s e d  and . d i s s e c t e d  i n t o  i t s  p a r t s .  A 
g r o w i n g  boy  s ees  a f e m a l e  i n  t h r e e  ways :  (1) as t he  
b i o l o g i c a l  f e m a l e ,  t he  s e x u a l  b e i n g ,  t he  m o t h e r ;  ( 2 ) t h e  
w o m a n ,  t he  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b e i n g ,  a p e r s o n  who t h i n k s ,  
a c t s  and o p e r a t e s  on a d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e  and by d i f f e r en t  
m e t h o d s  t h a n  his f a t h e r ;  and (3) t h e  l a d y ,  t he  s o c i a l  
c r e a t u r e ,  a p e r s o n  whom he  m u s t  t r e a t  d i f f e r e n t l y  and 
be  t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by t h a n  boys  and m e n .  She i t  
is whom h e  b e g a i n s  l a t e r  in a d o l e s c e n c e  and y o u n g  
m a n h o o d  to i d e a l i z e ,  to g l o r i f y ,  to i d o l i z e ,  and who 
c o m e s  to be t h e  s y m b o l  of  t he  g ood ,  t he  b e a u t i f u l , the 
v i r t u o u s .  On an a n i m a l  l e v e l  he  m a t e s  wi t h  No.  1, 
t h e  f e m a l e  and  goes  t h r o u g h  c e r t a i n  p r e m a t i n g  rituals 
as do m a l e s  of  m o s t  s p e c i e s . Af t e r  m a r r i a g e  he  l i v e s  
on a day  to day  ba s i s  wi t h  N o . 2 ,  t he  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
w o m a n ,  b u t  he  r e a l l y  woos  and c o u r t s  t h e  s o c i a l  b e i n g  
No .  3 who h e  has  p l a c e d  on a p e d e s t a l  and seeks  to 
m a k e  h i s  own .

T h e  s u p p r e s s e d  " f e m i n i n i t y  " w i t h i n  t he  m a n  w i l l  
be  r e l a t e d  to w h i c h e v e r  of t h e s e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  of  
w o m a n h o o d  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  was  m o s t  i m p r e s s e d  wi t h  
i n  h i s  g r o w i n g  p e r i o d ,  and t e n d s  to be m a n i f e s t e d  in
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t he  s a me  m a n n e r .  Thus  boys  whos e  c o n c e p t i o n  of  woman 
b e c o m e s  a t t a c h e d  to h e r  s e x u a l  a s p e c t s  and who h a v e  
a q u o t a  of  f e m i n i n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e m  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  
t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  w i l l  l i k e l y  e x p r e s s  i t  on a 
s e x u a l  l e v e l .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  p e r f o r m ,  
w i t h i n  t he  l i m i t s  of  a n a t o m i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  a f t e r  t he  
m a n n e r  of  a w o m a n  in sex r e l a t i o n s  wi t h  a m a n - - s u c h  
a p e r s o n  b e c o m e s  a h o m o s e x u a l .

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who t h i n k s  of  w o m e n  p r i m a r i l y  on h e r  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l e v e l  is l i k e l y  to wish to  e x p r e s s  h i s  
f e m i n i n i t y  i n  t he  s a m e  wa y .  He w i l l  say t h a t  h e  IS 
a w o m a n  i n  a m a l e  body ,  t h a t  he t h i n k s  as a w o m a n  , 
f e e l s  as a w o m a n  and c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  f u n c t i o n  in a 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  m a s c u l i n e  way i n  l i f e .  He s e e k s  to make 
hi s  p l y s i c a l  body  c o n f o r m  to h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e l f  and 
so d e s i r e s  to  h a v e  e m a s c u l a t o r y  s u r g e r y  p e r f o r m e d  to 
b r i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  h a r m o n y .  T h i s  is t h e  t r a n s s e x  u a l . Th i s  
is no t  to say t h a t  o t h e r  t y p e s  no t  p r o p e r l y  c l a s s i f i a b l e  
as r e a l  t r a n s s e x u a l s  h a v e  n o t  s o u g h t  and o f t e n  o b t a i n e d  
s u r g i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  Such  p e o p l e  o f t e n  a w a k e n  to rhe 
l a t e r  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  a " s o l u t i o n ” 
a l l  r i g h t  bu t  t h a t  i t  was t he  s o l u t i o n  to  a p r o b l e m  t h e y  
did no t  h a v e .  T h e  t r u e  t r a n s s e x  u a l  , h o w e v e r , w i l l  h a v e  
a c h i e v e d  by such s u r g e r y  a d e g r e e  of h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  
t he  p h y s i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  of  hi s  t o t a l  s e l f  
and w i l l  f e e l  t h e r e b y  m o r e  f i t  t o  d e a l  wi t h  l i f e .

T h i r d l y ,  is t he  boy who r e l a t e s  h i s  f e m i n i n i t y  t o  t he  
s o c i a l  a s p e c t  of w o m a n h o o d - - t o  t he  w o m a n  he  s ees  on 
t he  s t r e e t s ,  in s t o r e s ,  a t  p a r t i e s ,  e t c .  He sees  h e r  as a 
p e r s o n  who r e p r e s e n t s  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  is no t ,  who w h i l e  
p e r m i t t e d  to do,  to be ,  and to w e a r  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  is p e r m i t t e d  to h i m ,  s t i l l  h a s  h e r  own wor l d  apa r t ,  
a wor l d  he  is NOT p e r m i t t e d  t o  s h a r e .  It  is a wo r l d  of 
s i l k  and s a t i n ,  of  l a c e  and p e r f u m e ,  of  g r a c e ,  b e a u t y  and 
a d o r n m e n t  and ,  i d e a l l y ,  of  v i r t u e .  A d m i t t e d l y , h e  s ees  
in  i t  a g l o r i f i e d ,  i d e a l i z e d  and e x a g g e r a t e d  wa y ,  bu t  i t  
is r e a l  to h i m .  T h i s  wor l d  is t he  one  in wh i c h  h i s  t y p e  
of f e m i n i n i t y  s ee ks  e x p r e s s i o n .  He d i s c o v e r s  t h i s  t he  
f i r s t  t i m e  he  pu t s  on s o me  a r t i c l e s  of  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  
w i t h e r  out  of  c u r i o s i t y ,  as a p r a n k ,  p a r t  of  s o me  s t a g e  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  or on a d a r e .  Such  a boy b e c o m e s  i n  due  
t i me ,  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  and h i s  g r e a t e s t  d e l i g h t  is to t a k e
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f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a l l  t h e  w h i ms ,  c a p r i c e s ,  v a r i a t i o n s  
and f r e e d o m s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e ,  m a k e u p , p e r 
s o n a l  a d o r n m e n t  and b e h a v i o u r .  Hi s  a m b i t i o n  is t o  be 
a b l e  to f a l l  so co m p le te ly  i n t o  t he  f e m i n i n e  r o l e  i n  
c l o t h i n g ,  m a k e u p ,  h a i r d o ,  g e s t u r e s ,  wa l k ,  e t c , t h a t  he  can 
m e l t  i n t o  a c r owd  on t h e  s t r e e t  and be " j u s t  one of the 
g i r l s . ”

Be i ng  j u s t  a w o m a n  wi t h  w o m e n  is an end i n  i t s e l f .  For 
now i n  t h i s  wor l d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  ’’ l e t  h i m s e l f  g o . ” 
Mor e  t h a n  t h a t , h e  c a n  g e t  r i d  of  H I M s e l f  e n t i r e l y  and 
g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  to  H E R s e l f - - t o  a l l  t h e  e m o t i o n s ,  a c t i ons ,  
m a n n e r i s m s ,  e t c .  t h a t  he  was f o r c e d  to  suppress  l ong  
a g o .  He c a n  be g e n t l e ,  g r a c e f u l ,  l o v i n g ,  and a l l  t he  things 
he  m u s t  n o t  and c a n n o t  be in  t he  m a l e  r o l e .  Th i s  release 
f r o m t h a t  r e p r e s s i o n  and c o n t r o l  is e n o r m o u s l y  r e l a x i n g  
and s a t i s f y i n g , and a c c o u n t s  for  t h e  g e n e r a l  f a i l u r e  of 
the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and p a y c h i a t r i c  p r o f e s s i o n s  to " c u r e "  
such  p e o p l e .  It  is n o t  e a s y  to  be a t r a n s v e s t i t e  in t e rms  
of  s o c i a l  and  d o m e s t i c  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  f e a r  , g u i l t ,  e x t r a  e x 
p e n s e , e t c .  b u t  t o  g i v e  i t  up is e v e n  h a r d e r  b e c a u s e  i t  
d e p r i v e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  of  s o me  s a t i s f a c a t i  ons t h a t  are 
b a s i c .  Bas i c  in  t he  s ens e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e e p e r  t h a n ,  and 
b e y o n d  any  c u r r e n t  s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s .

Th i s  d e s i r e  to e x p e r i e n c e  t he  f e m i n i n e  is no t  accompanied 
wi t h  any  i d e a s  of  s u r g e r y  nor  any y e a r n i n g  fo r  sex e x 
p e r i e n c e  wi t h  a m a l e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t he  word " t r a n s 
v e s t i t e "  h a s  b e e n  a p p l i e d  ac r o s s  t h e  b o a r d  to any m a l e  
a d o r n i n g  h i m s e l f  wi t h  f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  
for  t h e  i n t e n t  and d e s i r e  behind such a c t i v i t y .  Th i s  f ac t ,  
c o m b i n e d  wi t h  t h e  p u b l i c  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  t h a t  a l l  h o m o 
s e x u a l s  f a v o r  f e mi n i n e  a t t i r e ,  l e a d s  to t hè  f a l s e  c o n c l u s 
i o n  t h a t  any m a l e  e n j y i n g  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  mu s t  q . e . d .  
be a h o m e s e x u a l .  Th u s ,  i t  b e c o m e s  d i f f i c u l t  i n  bo t h  
l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t he  h e t e r o -  
s e x u a l l y  o r i e n t e d  m a l e  who seeks  e x p r e s s i o n  for  h i s  inner 
f e m i n i n i t y ,  f r om t he  h o m o s e x u a l l y  " q u e e n  " whose  m o t i 
v a t i o n s  a r e  on t h e  s e x u a l  l e v e l ,  when  b o t h  a r e  t e r m e d  
" t r a n s v e s t i t e s . "

In an a t t e m p t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n s  of  t h e  n o n 
h o m o s e x u a l  m a l e  who e n j o y s  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i  ng,  e t c . I 
h a v e  c o i n e d  t h e  word " Fern m eP er  s on a t  o r , " a d m i t t e d l y  
n o t  an e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t e r m ,  b u t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of

76



s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r  i t  is a t  l e a s t  a new word wh i c h  c a n  be 
d e f i n e d  t o  s u i t  i t s  p u r p o s e .  T h o u g h t  i t  sounds  l i k e  IM-  
p e r s o n a t o r ,  t h e  I M - i s  m i s s i n g .  Thus  a Fem m ePersonator 
is one who ” p e r s o n a t e s , ” t h a t  i s ,  m a k e s  a p e r s o n  out  
of and b r i n g s  l i f e  t o ,  h i s  f e m i n i n e  s e l f .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be 
d one  by a m a l e  g a r b e d  i n  t h e  u s u a l  m a l e  a t t i r e - - h i s  
i n h i b i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  e x p r e s s i n g  a n y t h i n g  g e n t l e ,  g r a c e f u l  
or p r e t t y  in h i s  o r d i n a r y  r o l e  a r e  t oo  s t r o n g .  To g i v e  
l i f e  to h i s  i n n e r  u r g i n g s  he  mu s t  of  n e c e s s i t y  b r i n g  hi s  
body  i n t o  a p p a r e n t  c o n f o r m i t y , f r om thi s  p o i n t  of  v i ew 
of  a p p e a r a n c e ,  w i t h  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  who s o c i e t y  p e r m i t s  
to e x p r e s s  g r a c e ,  b e a u t y  and g e n t i l i t y .  Thus  t he  t r a n s 
s e x u a l  and t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e  bo t h  a t t e m p t  to r e m o v e  the  
i n c o n g r u i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  e x t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e  and their 
i n n e r  f e e l i n g ,  bu t  one  does  so on t h e  p h y s i c a l - a n a t o m i c a l  
l e v e l  and t he  o t h e r  on th.e p s y c h o - s o c i a l  l e v e l .

I t  is w o r t h w h i l e  to p o i n t  out  h e r e  t h a t  t he  use of  t h e  word 
’’f e m i n i n i t y  ” in t h e  t i t l e  of  t h i s  p a p e r  is o n l y  a c o n d e 
s c e n s i o n  t o  c u r r e n t  c u l t u r a l  c o n c e p t s .  For ,  as indicated 
e a r l i e r ,  m o s t  of w h a t  we t e r m  f e m i n i n i t y  and masculinity 
is no t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  to s ex .  When we s p e a k  of  
’’f e m i n i n i t y , "  t h e r e f o r e ,  we r e f e r  o n l y  to v a r i o u s  patterns, 
a c t i o n  and t r a i t s  t h a t  a r e  d e n i e d  to m e n .  T h e  word i s ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  d e f i n e d  by i t s  use for  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  
c o m e  w i t h i n  t he  c u r r e n t  s o c i a l  l i m i t s  of  t he  appropriate be
h a v i o u r  or i n t e r e s t  of  t he  m a l e .  Ob vi  ous l y  , any  t h i n g  
d e f i n e d  on t he  p r i n c i p l e  of  e x c l u s i o n  has  t o  be arbitrary 
and a r t i f i c i a l .  Thus ,  i n  r e a l i t y  , m a s c u l i n i t y  and f e m i n 
i n i t y ,  c o m i n g  as t h e y  do f r om L a t i n  r oo t s  m e a n i n g  manly 
and w o m a n l y ,  s hou l d  e i t h e r  be r e p l a c e d  by two t e r m s  
wh i c h  do no t  h a v e  a s e x u a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  or s h o u l d  be 
c o n f i n e d  to t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  p a t t e r n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  
wh i c h  do h a v e  a d i r e c t  b i o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h  s ex .  
To c o n t i n u e  to use t h e m  as we a l l  do m e r e l y  p erp e tu a tes  
a b i t  of  s e m a n t i c  c o n f u s i o n  i n t o  o t h e r  f i e l d s  of t hought  
and t e n d s  to o b s c u r e  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

By r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e a t  sex is an a n a t o m i c a l  and  p h y s i o 
l o g i c a l  a f f a i r ,  t h a t  g e n d e r  is p s y c h o - s o c i a l  in n a t u r e  
and t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  on l y  a s m a l l  a r e a  of  o v e r l a p  w h e r e  
t h e r e  is a d i r e c t  and n e c e s s a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p , we a r e  
a b l e  to s t udy  t he  l a t t e r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  One d i r e c t  r e 
su l t s  of  such a new s e m a n t i c  p o s i t i o n  wo u l d  be t h a t  
f o r ms  of  h u m a n  b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  a r e  no t  s e x - r e l a t e d  b u t  
a r e  g e n d e r - r e  1 a t e d , as is t he  c a s e  wi t h  t r u e  t r a n s v e s t i s m ,
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or F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  i f  you  w i l l ,  wo u l d  n o t  p r o p e r l y  be 
l i s t e d  as Sex - D e v i a t i o n s  or S e x - V a r i a t i o n s . Whi l e  i t  
s ounds  a l i t t l e  a w k wa r d  i t  wou l d  be  m o r e  p r o p e r  t o  r e 
f e r  t o  t h e m  as G e n d e r  d e v i a t i o n s  or e v e n  b e t t e r  " a l t e r -  
g e n d e r "  or " c o n t r a - g e n d e r "  e x p r e s s i o n s .  F a i l u r e  to m a k e  
t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and psych ia
t r i c  p r o f e s s i o n s  ha s  b r o u g h t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  g u i l t ,  shame,  
f e a r  and m i s e r y  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  of  a g r e a t  m a n y  pe r s o n s  
who h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to f e e l  t h a t  by d e f i n i t i o n  t h e y  were 
i m m o r a l ,  p e r v e r t e d ,  d e v i a t e s ,  h o m o s e x u a l s  e t c . ,  when  
t h e y  we r e  n o t .

T h e  h u m a n  m a l e  is i n  a c u l t u r a l  c a g e  a l t h o u g h  mo s t  of  
t h e m  d o n ’ t know i t .  A c a g e  m a y  be d e f i n e d  as any a r e a  
s e p a r a t e d  f r om or d e s i g n a t e d  as d i f f e r e n t  f r om s ome  other 
c o n t i g u o u s  a r e a  by any t y p e  of  b a r r i e r .  Ba r r i e r s  in t he  
p h y s i c a l  s ens e  c a n  be  a wi r e  f e n c e ,  w a t e r  m o a t ,  a s h e e r  
d r o p ,  e t c . ,  b u t  a l l  b a r r i e r s  a r e  no t  p h y s i c a l ,  s ome  are  
py s c h o l o g i c  a l . Th u s ,  t h e r e  is a b a r r i e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  c u l 
t u r a l l y  p e r m i s s i b l e  b e h a v i o u r  of m e n  and w o m e n .  When 
a g r o u p  of  a n i m a l s  is pu t  b e h i n d  a b a r r i e r  t h e r e  a r e  some 
i n  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  wa n t  o u t - - w a n t  to  g e t  to 
and e x p e r i e n c e  wh a t  l i e s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i de  of  t he  b a r r 
i e r .  A m a j o r i t y  s i m p l y  d o n ’ t c a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a
b a r r i e r  t h e r e  as l on g  as t h e y  a r e  fed , w a t e r e d  and h a v e  
a p l a c e  to s l e e p  and e x e r c i s e .  But  a m o n g  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  
c h a l l e n g e d  by e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  b a r r i e r  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
few who w i l l  p e r s i s t  u n t i l  t h e y  l e a r n  to cross  i t .  When 
t h e y  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  how,  t h e y  c ross  i t  a t  w i l l  and r e 
t u r n  to t h e i r  own a r e a  whe n  r e a d y .

P e o p l e  a r e  m u c h  l i k e  a n i m a l s  i n  m a n y  ways  i n c l u d i n g  
t h i s  o n e .  T h e r e  is a b a r r i e r  b e t w e e n  t he  sexes and t he  
m a l e  is t h e  one  e n c l o s e d  in t h e  s m a l l e r  a r e a  wh i c h  gets 
s m a l l e r  e v e r y  d a y .  Wo me n  h a v e  f o u g h t  t he  e x i s t e n c e  
of  t h i s  b a r r i e r  for  a l o n g  t i m e  and t h e y  h a v e  pu s h ed  i t  
b a c k  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  More  o v e r , e v e  ry f o o t  t h e y  h a v e  
g a i n e d ,  t h e  m a l e  has  l o s t .  Why? Be c a u s e  t he  m a l e s ,  
i n  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  s mu g n e s s ,  h a v e  l i k e d  to t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  
o c c u p i e d  t he  o p e n  t e r r i t o r y  and t h a t  t he  b a r r i e r  enclosed  
t he  f e m a l e s .  H a v e  you  w a t c h e d  t he  m o n k e y s , i n  a b i g  
c a g e  a t  t h e  z o o ?  Groups  of p e o p l e  w a t c h i n g  m o n k e y s ,  
and g r o u p s  of  m o n k e y s  w a t c h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e !  Ha ve  you 
e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  w h i c h  g r o u p  was i n  t h e  c a g e ?  Ca g e s  
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e f i n e d  as t h e  s m a l l e s t  of  two areas 
a n d  b a r r i e r s  do no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  k e e p  s o m e t h i n g  IN.
T h u s  t he  p e o p l e  a r e  j u s t  as p r o p e r l y  c a g e d  o u t_ of  t he
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m o n k e y '  s wor l d  and t h e  b a r r i e r  k e e p s  t h e m  ou t  as t he  
o t h e r  way a r o u n d .  In t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  way me n  l i k e  to 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  on t he  o u t s i d e  and t h a t  w o m e n  a r e  
u n d e r  c o n t r o l  and I N s i d e .  Mos t  w o m e n  know t h a t  this 
is n o t  so bu t  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  s m a r t  e n o u g h  n o t  t o  l e t  
t h e i r  m e n f o l k  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  know i t .  Th u s  t he  m e n  
l i v e  in  a c o n t i n u a l l y  c o n t r a c t i n g  a r e a .  It is c o n t r a c t 
i ng  b e c a u s e  w o m e n  a r e  i n v a d i n g  m o r e  and  m o r e  of  t he  
m e n ' s  f i e l d s  of  a c t i v i t y ,  m o d e  of  b e h a v i o u r ,  o c c u p a t i o n s  
dres s ,  e t c .  T h e  l i m i t s  of  t he  w o m e n ’s wo r l d  g e t  w i d e r  
e v e r y  d a y ,  and as soon as s o me  new t e r r i t a r y  is s t a k e d  
out  as open  to f e m a l e  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  t h e  m e n  b a c k  away 
f rom i t ,  b e c a u s e  to be c a u g h t  t h e r e  in w h a t  ha s  b e c o m e  
a f e m i n i n e  a r e a  wou l d  be u n m a s c u l i n e  or s i s sy .

*  sje a t s§t >je. #  #  $  $  «

I t  is in o r d e r  now to l ook b r i e f l y  a t  t he  o r i g i n s  and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t he  t r a n s v e s t i c  i n d i v i d u a l .  Mos t  of 
t he  p s y c h i a t r i c  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  o r i g i n a t e s  
in c h i l d h o o d  and t h a t  t he  u s u a l  c a u s e s  a r e  t h a t  t he  
p a r e n t s  w a n t e d  a g i r l  and r a i s e d  the  boy a c c o r d i n g l y ;  
t h a t  t h e  f a t h e r  was a b s e n t  or p r o v i d e d  a poor  i ma g e ;  
t h a t  t he  boy was k e p t  i n  d r e s s e s  and c u r l s  t oo  l o n g ;  
or t h a t  he was p u n i s h e d  by b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  we a r  g i r l ’s 
c l o t h e s  wh i c h  he  s u b s e q u e n t l y  g r ew to e n j o y .  T h e r e  
i s  no q u e s t i o n  b u t  t h a t  p e r s o n s  wi t h  t h e s e  t y p e s  of  
h i s t o r i e s  do e x i s t  and t h a t  t h e y  t u rn  up i n  t he  o f f i c e s  
of  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t he  p s y c h i a t r i s t  on l y  
sees  a s p e c i a l i z e d  s a m p l i n g  of t r a n s v e s t i t e s  and t h e r e 
for e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  d r a wn  a r e  b a s e d  on a b i a s e d  p o p u 
l a t i o n  of  c a s e s .  G e n e r a l l y  speak ing , t he  on l y  c a s e s  t h a t  
go to a d o c t o r  a r e  t ho s e  t h a t  e i t h e r  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  there 
by l e g a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a r e  f o r c e d  to  c o m e  by wi v e s  or 
p a r e n t s ,  or a r e  q u i t e  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e i r  d e s i r e s  and s e e k  
h e l p .  T h e  w e l l  a d j u s t e d , h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d  and out  of  
t r o u b l e  t r a n s v e s t i t e  does  n o t  go to t he  d o c t o r  and h e  
is t h e r e f o r e  no t  s t u d i e d  nor  c o u n t e d  in t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
of  c a s e s  f r om w h i c h  mo s t  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  d r a w n .  A 
s u r ve y  of m e d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h i s  subj  ec  t, r e v e a l s  a 
mo s t  c o n f u s e d  and m i x e d  up s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s .  C a s e s  a r e  
l a b e l e d  as t r a n s v e s t i c  whe n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  is a s i de  l i n e  
to a l l  m a n n e r  of c o m p u l s i o n s ,  f e t i s h e s ,  and p s y c h o p a t h i c  
c o n d i t i o n s  e v e n  to e p i l e p s y  and o t h e r  o r g a n i c  b r a i n  c o n 
d i t i o n s .

79



B e c a u s e  of  t h i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a t e  of t h i n g s  an  attem pt 
has  b e e n  m a d e  to c o l l e c t  d a t a  f r om a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of 
t r a n s v e s t i t e s  by m e a n s  of  q u e s t i o n a i r e s . T h e  r e s u l t s  
p r o v i d e  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  o u t l o o k  on t he  p r o b l e m .
I m a y  say to  b e g i n  wi t h  t h a t  I am a w a r e  of t h e  s h o r t 
c o m i n g s  of  q u e s t i o n a i r e s ,  bo t h  as to how c a r e f u l l y  t hey  
ar e  se t  up and how good t he  m e m o r y  and h o n e s t y  of the  
r e s p o n d e n t s  i s .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  v a r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m s  c a n  be 
l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  m e a n s  of  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  
was  used and I b e l i e v e  t he  r e s u l t s  to be  v e r y  i n d i c a t i v e  
of t he  n e e d  to r e v a l u a t e  the e t i o l o g y ,  d i a g n o s i s  and p r o 
gnos i s  of  t h i s  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n .

T h e r e  w e r e  272 q u e s t i o n a r i r e s  r e t u r n e d .  Of t h e s e  only  
33% showed  any h i s t o r y  of  any of  t h e  o r t h o d o x  " c a u s e s "  
r e f e r r e d  to a b o v e .  M o r e o v e r ,  on l y  51% i n d i c a t e d  a first 
e x p e r i e n c e  b e l o w  t he  ag e  of  10, wh i l e  37% p l a c e d  i t  
b e t w e e n  10 and 18 t e e n  and a s u r p r i s i n g  (by o r t h o d o x  
s t a n d a r d s )  9% o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t he  age  of  e i g h t e e n .  The  
e x i s t e n c e  of  such  a p e r c e n t a g e  of l a t e  s t a r t e r s  shou l d  
s t i r  s o me  i n t e r e s t  in wh a t  i t  is t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t he  s t i mu
lus  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I t  w i l l  i m m e d i a 
t e l y  be c l a i m e d  by s ome  t h a t  i t  is p u r e l y  and e r o t i c  
and f e t i s h i s t i c  m a t t e r .  Wh i l e  i t  is o b v i o u s  t h a t  e r o t i c  
a s p e c t s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t he  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  thi s  
s h o u l d  n o t  be a l l o w e d  to o b s c u r e  t he  f a c t  t h t  t h e r e  a re  
o t h e r  and d e e p e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a n  j u s t  a t e m p o r a r y  erotic 
r e l e a s e .  One i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s ,  is t he  f a c t  t h a t  the 
r e p l i e s  t u r n e d  up a c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  of i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  ag e  r a n g e  of 60 to 83 who we r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  in 
t h e i r  c r os s  d r e s s i n g  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  we r e  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  
of l i f e  whe n  e r o t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  g r e a t l y  l e s s e n e d  or 
a b s e n t .  T h e r e  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o t h e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  to be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  No a t t e m p t  is m a d e  to d eny  the s e x u a l  
a s p e c t s  of  t he  m a t t e r ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e r e  a l m o s t  as a m a t t e r  
of  d e f i n i t i o n  s i n c e  a n y t h i n g  h a v i n g  to do wi t h  t h e  f e 
m a l e  has  s o me  d e g r e e  of s e x u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and r e l a t 
i o n s h i p  to a m a l e .  But  t h e r e  is such  a g r e a t  t e n d e n c y  
to d e a l  wi t h  the " o b v i o u s ” t h a t  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  and 
e v e n  e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t s  of a p r o b l e m  ar e  o f t e n  overlooked. 
I t  t oo k  m a n k i n d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s  y e a r s  to d e v e l o p  a 
C o p e r n i c u s  who c o u l d  see  p a s t  t he  ” o b v i o u s  " f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  sun w e n t  a r o u n d  t he  e a r t h  f r om e a s t  to wes t  and on 
to t h e  r e a l  t r u t h  of  m a t t e r .
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T h e  s u r v e y  s howed  f u r t h e r  t h a t  74% of  t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  
we r e  m a r r i e d  and  t h a t  69% of  t h e m  h a d  c h i l d r e n .  I n 
v e r s e l y  r e l a t e d  to t h i s  f a c t  was t h e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  o n l y  
25% r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  h a d  any  h o m o s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  
a l l ,  T h i s  f i g u r e  is a p p r e c i a b l y  l o w e r  t h a t  t h e  37% for  
t he  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l a r g e  g i v e n  by t h e  l a t e  Dr.Kinsey. 
T h i s  wou l d  s e e m  to e l i m i n a t e  a c t i v e  or l a t e n t  h o m o s e x 
u a l i t y  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  c a u s a t i v e  f a c t o r .

Wha t  t h e n  ar e  t h e  c a u s e s ?  T h e r e  a r e  a s p e c t s  t o  t h e  
f e m i n i n e  wor l d  t h a t  p r o v i d e  n o n - s e x u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n s .
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  p r i m a r y  m o t i v a t i o n s  to be  s t u d 
i e d  and I c a n  do l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  m e n t i o n  t h e m  h e r e .
(1) T h e  u r g e  t o  s e l f  a d o r n m a n e t - a n d  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
e x p r e s s i o n  t h a t  goes  wi t h  i t ,  such a d o r n m e n t  and  p e r s o n 
a l i t y  p r o j e c t i o n  i s ,  I t h i n k  and i n h e r e n t  p a r t  of  m a l e 
ness  wh i c h  a q u i r k  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  
has  r e m o v e d  f r o mi  t he  m a l e  and a w a r d e d  to t h e  f e m a l e .  
R e g a i n i n g  s o me  of  t h i s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  to 
s i m u l a t e  a f e m a l e  to do i t ,  p r o v i d e s  s o m e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
for  w h a t  I b e l i e v e  is a b i o l o g i c a l  n e e d .  ( 2) T h e  d e s i r e  
t o  a c q u i r e  v i r t u r e  and to  e x p e r i e n c e  b e a u t y ,  a t t r a c t i v e 
ness ,  g o o d n e s s  and a c c e p t a b i l i t y  i n  o n e ’s own e y e s ,  by 
t he  s a m e  c r i t e r i a  c o m m o n l y  used  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  to 
e v a l u a t e  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  o t h e r s .  T h i s  f a c e t  is d i r e c t 
ly t he  r e s u l t  of  t he  t e n d e n c y  of  m e n  t o  i d e a l i z e  w o m e n  
and to e n d o w t h e m  wi t h  q u a l i t i e s  whi ch ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  r e l a 
t i v e l y  few p o s s e s s .  ( 3 ) A l o v e  of  and f e e l i n g  for  women 
t h a t  i m p e l s  a m a n  to w a n t  t o  j o i n  t h e m  and p a r t a k e  of  
t h a t  wh i c h  he  a d m i r e s  and r e v e r e s .  T h i s  is t he  i d e n t i f i 
c a t i o n  wi t h  t he  s o c i a l  w o m a n - - t h e  l a d y - - r e f e r r e d  to e a r 
l i e r .  ( 4) T h e  s y m b o l i c  r e l i e f  f r om t he  s o c i a l  r e q u i r e 
m e n t s  of  m a s c u l i n e  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  m o r e  p a s s i v e  
and q u i e t  f e m i n i n e  r o l e .  S o me  m e n  s i m p l y  g e t  t i r e d  
of  a l wa y s  h a v i n g  to  be  a g g r e s s i v e ,  d e c i s i v e ,  s t r o n g ,  c o m 
p e t i t i v e  , b o l d , f o r t h r i g h  t,  e t c  . T h e y  a r e  so t r a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e y  c a n n o t  be o t h e r w i s e  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  r o l e s  b u t  i n  
l e a v i n g  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  r o l e  and a s s u m i n g  a new one  t h e y  
f i nd a d e g r e e  of  r e l a x a t i o n  and p e a c e  t h a t  surpasses-* by 
far  any of  t he  m o r e  c o m m o n  r e l a x a t i o n s ,  such  as g o l f  or 
b o w l i n g .  " J a n e "  is n o t  e x p e c t e d  to be and to  do wh a t  
" J o h n  " mu s t  be and do .  R e l a t e d  to t h i s  is ( 5 ),  t he  
r e l i e f  f r om s o c i a l  e x p e c t a n c y - - f r o m h a v i n g  t o  be w h a t  
p e o p l e  e x p e c t  of  y o u .
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T h i s  is r a t h e r  l i k e  p o i n t  4 b u t  d e p r i v e d  of  g e n d e r .  
S o c i e t y  c o m e s  to e x p e c t  f r om e a c h  of  us t h e  c o n t i n u 
a t i o n  of  t he  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h i c h  we h a v e  b u i l d  for  o u r 
s e l v e s  and by wh i c h  o t h e r s  c o m e  to know us.  But  
t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  wh e n  e a c h  of  us wo u l d  l i k e  t o  s top 
b e i n g  o u r s e l v e s  and m a n i f e s t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  we 
h a v e  g r own  to b e .  Who has  n o t  h ad  t h i s  f e e l i n g  a t  
one  t i m e  or a n o t h e r ?  Ye t  u n d e r  o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t 
a n c e s  we c a n n o t  l e a v e  o u r s e l v e s  b e h i n d  by any u s u a l  
m e a n s .  T h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e  is a b l e  t o  do t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
and m o r e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h a n  wo u l d  be  p o s s i b l e  i n  any 
o t h e r  w a y .  Th u s  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  and p e a c e  of wh i c h  
so m a n y  of t h e m  s p e a k  in  t r y i n g  to e x p l a i n  t he  s a t i s 
f a c t i o n  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  a r e  a c h i e v e d  by t a k i n g  co m - 
p l e t e  l e a v e  of t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  a g g r e s s i v e ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  
l i f e  and t h e i r  e v e r y d a y  s e l f  and p e r s o n a l i t y .

So m u c h  t h e n  for  t h e  c a u s e s  and t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  of 
t r a n s v e s t i s m .  Wha t  is t o  be d o n e  a b o u t  i t ?  Th e  p s y 
c h i a t r i c  f r a t e r n i t y , b e i n g  a b r a n c h  of  m e d i c i n e ,  i n c l u d e s  
m a n y  who a r e  i m b u e d  wi t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  out  
of  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s h o u l d  be " c u r e d ,  " t h a t  i s ,  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  to a c o n d i t i o n  of  c o n f o r m i t y  wi t h  s o c i e t y ' s  customs. 
Th u s  t h e y  s e e k ,  by v a r i o u s  m e a n s ,  to m a k e  t he  t r a n s 
v e s t i t e  f o r g e t  h i s  e n j o y m e n t  of  d r e s s i n g  in f e m i n i n e  
a t t i r e  and e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  f e m i n i n e  s i d e .  T h e y  h a v e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  e m i n e n t l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d o i n g  t h i s .
T r u e ,  t h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  h e r e  and t h e r e  in  t he  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  m a n y  of  t h e s e  we r e  n o t  t r u e  c a s e s  of 
t r a n s v e s t i s m  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  b e i n g  pe r s o n s  in wh i c h  
t h e  t r a n s v e s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  i n c i d e n t a l  to or p a r t  of 
a l a r g e r  and m o r e  c o m p l e x  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n .  R e c e n t l y  
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of  s uces s  wi t h  a v e r s i o n  
t h e r a p y ,  u t i l i z i n g  e i t h e r  t he  n a u s e a t i n g  e f f e c t s  of  
a p o m o r p h i n e  or t he  d i s c o m f o r t  of  e l e c t r i c  s hock  applied  
w h i l e  t h e  p a t i e n t  was a t t i r e d  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g ,  i n  
o r d e r  to  c o n d i t i o n  h i m  a g a i n s t  h i s  d r e s s i n g .  It  i s ,  to 
my m i n d ,  a sad c o m m e n t a r y  on t he  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e g r i t y  
and m e d i c a l  w i s d o m  of  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  or p s y c h i a t r i s t s  
d o i n g  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  a p p a r e n t l y  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  f o r c i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  to c o n f o r m  t h a n  i n  f i n d i n g  
ou t  w h a t  r e a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  h i m .  I t h i n k  i t  wo u l d  be 
g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  such  n e g a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n i n g  m i g h t  
r e m o v e  t h e  s y m p t o n  of  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g ,  b u t  wou l d  do l i t t l e  
t o  d e s t r o y  t he  d e s i r e s  u n d e r l y i n g  i t  or t he  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  
a t t a i n e d  by i t .  T h u s  a l l  t h a t  is d o n e  by such t r e a t m e n t
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is to d am up an o u t l e t ,  wh i c h  w i l l  s ee k  o u t l e t  in  o t h e r  
ways ,  o f t e n  m u c h  m o r e  s e r i o u s  and s o c i a l l y  u n d e s i r a b l e  
t h a n  t he  one t h e y  r e p l a c e .

I h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  m e t  p r o b a b l y  a 150 t r a n s v e s t i t e s  and 
m a i n t a i n  a m a i l  c o n t a c t  wi t h  5 or 600 m o r e  and I v e r y  
mu c h  d o u b t  t h a t  any one of  t h e m  wou l d  s u b m i t  h i m s e l f  
to a c o u r s e  of  a v e r s i o n  t h e r a p y .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  
t h i n g  one  c a n  do,  is to h e l p  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a c c e p t  t h e m 
s e l v e s  for  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  and n o t  t o  f e e l  g u i l t y  or s h a m e 
ful  a b o u t  it;- t o  h e l p  t h e m  r e a l i z e  t h a t  b e i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  
in g e n d e r  a s p e c t s  of  w o m a n h o o d  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
i m p l y  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  s e x u a l  a s p e c t s  and t h a t  t h e y  
s hou l d  t h e r e f o r e  s top w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  b e i n g  a homosexual ;  
to l e t  t h e m  know t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l o n e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
t h o u s a n d s  mo r e  who f e e l  j u s t  as t h e y  do;  and l a s t l y  to 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t he  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t he  g e n t l e  f e m i n i n i t y  t h a t  
is w i t h i n  t h e m  does  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m p r o m i s e  or d e 
s t r oy  t he  m a s c u l i n i t y  t h a t  is t h e i r  m a l e  b i r t h r i g h t .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  wh e r e  t h e r e  is a wi f e  i n v o l v e d ,  as t h e r e  
u s u a l l y  i s ,  c o u n s e l i n g  s h o u l d  a l so  be p r o v i d e d  for  h e r  
to a s s i s t  h e r  in  a n s w e r i n g  t he  q u e s t i o n s  and f e a r s  t h a t  
n a t u r a l l y  c o m e  to h e r  m i n d .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  by t he  wi f e  
c a n  p r o v i d e  m o r e  p l e a s u r e  i n  the l i f e  of  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  
t h a n  any o t h e r  one  t h i n g .

So f i n a l l y ,  a word a b o u t  t he  s o c i a l  p r o g n o s i s  of t he  
m a t t e r  of " f e m i n i n e  " e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t he  m a l e .  It  has  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  m u c h  of w h a t  is c a l l e d  
f e m i n i n e  is a r b i t r a r y  and s u b j e c t  to s o c i a l  r e v i s i o n .
Due to t he  a d v a n c e  of w o m e n  i n t o  w h a t  was previously 
e x c l u s i v e l y  m a l e  t e r r i t o r y ,  t he  t i m e  is f a s t  a p p r o a c h i n g  
when  t he  e m a n c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  w e s t e r n  m a l e  w i l l  become 
a necessity , j as t  as t he  e m a n c i p a t i o n  cf w o m e n  has  b e e n  
a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  h u n d r e d  yea . r s .  When m e n  l e a r n  t h a t  
g e n t i l i t y , c o m p a s s i o n ,  p a s s i v i t y  and t e n d e r n e s s  a r e  bu t  
h u m a n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and no m o r e  u n m a s c u l i n e  t h a n  
d i r e c t n e s s ,  d e i s i v e n e s s  and e x e c u t i v e  a b i l i t y  a r e  u n f e m -  
i n i n e - - a n d  t h e s e  a r e  d e m o s t r a t e d  d a i l y  by w o m e n  in 
b u s i n e s s - - t h e n  t he  a r b i t r a r y  d i s t i n c t i o n s  of g e n d e r  w i l l  
a l so  b e g a i n  to d i s a p p e a r .  When t h e y  do t he  e x t e r i o r  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  i t  w i l l  d i m i n i s h  a l s o ,  so t h a t  t h e  day  
w i l l  c o m e  whe n  t he  m e m b e r s  of  e a c h  sex w i l l  be  p e r 
m i t t e d ,  nay e x p e c t e d ,  to m a i f e s t  a l l  t h e  a b i l i t i e s ,  traits 
and q u a l i t i e s  wh i c h  t h e y  ma y  posses s  for  t h e  g e n e r a l  
good of s o c i e t y  and t h e m s e l v e s .  When t h i s  h a p p e n s



t h e  s e l e c t i o n  an d  use  of  c l o t h i n g ,  c o s m e t i c s ,  a d o r n m e n t  
e t c .  w i l l  be  e n t i r e l y  a t  an  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d i s c r e t i o n .
When s o c i e t y  c o m e s  to t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  a w i f e  who is a 
good  b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e  c a n  go o u t  and e a r n  t h e  l i v i n g  
w h i l e  a h u s b a n d  who m a y  be a good  c o o k  and h o u s e 
k e e p e r  c a n  s t ay  h o m e  and l oo k  a f t e r  t h e  h o u s e  and k i ds  
and  n o b o d y  t h i n k s  any  t he  l es s  of  h i m  for  d o i n g  so,  
s o c i e t y  w i l l  h a v e  f i n a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  m o s t  of  t h e  a r t i 
f i c i a l  and f a l s e  g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  c u r r e n t  t o d a y .  Under  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  a c h i e v e  Fu l l  
P e r s o n a l i t y  E x p r e s s i o n .

TEN DAYS OF " LIFE "

On N o v e m b e r  11,  I r e t u r n e d  to Los A n g e l e s  f r o m 
w h a t  was u n d o u b t e d l y  o ne  of  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  of  my life. 
I w i l l  h a v e  to g i v e  y ou  a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  as I know 
y o u  c a n  a l l  l i v e  v i c a r i o u s l y  w i t h  m e .

On F r i d a y  N o v e m b e r  2, Mrs .  V i r g i n i a  Bruce  ( I 
use  t h e  n a m e  Bruce  for  my s p e a k i n g  e n g a g m e n t s  and 
o t h e r  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s )  t o o k  h e r  t wo new b a g s ,  and 
m a r c h e d  up to t h e  c o u n t e r  of TWA A i r l i n e s  i n  Los 
A n g e l e s .  M u c h  to my a n n o y a n c e  I go t  s t u c k  wi t h  
$ 8 .,80 for  e x c e s s  w e i g h t .  TWA d i d n ’ t know i t  b u t  
C h a r l e s  g o t  t h e  c h e a p e s t  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  y e t  i n  h i s 
t o r y ,  for  a l l  t h a t  e x t r a  10 l b s .  was  His  s u i t  and h i s  
s hoes  i n  MY b a g .  (And t h e y  s t a y e d  t h e r e  t o o .  I 
h e a r d  h i m  c a l l i n g  f r o m i n s i d e  t he  b a g  o c c a s i o n a l l y
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( a l a  C h a r l i e  M c C a r t h y . )  But ,  I n e v e r  l e t  h i m  o u t .
T a l k  a b o u t  l o c k e d  door s  w h e r e  h e  us e d  t o  k e e p  m e !  I 
g o t  e v e n  w i t h  h i m  a l r i g h t .  I k e p t  h i m  for t e n  d a y s  
l o c k e d  i n  t h a t  s u i t c a s e .  Now h e  k n o ws  w h a t  i t s  l i ke #  
But ,  a f t e r  t h a t  was  p a i d  I m a r c h e d  up to t he  l o a d i n g  
p l a t f o r m  and c a j o l e d  t he  n i c e  ma n  at  t h e  d e s k  o ut  o f  
a w i n d o w  s e a t  b e c a u s e  " I had n e v e r  f l o w n  b e f o r e ” .

T h e  f l i g h t  to  Ne w York was  v e r y  p l e a s a n t .  T h e  
p l a n e  w a s n ’ t v e r y  f u l l  and t he  t wo  s e a t s  n e x t  t o  m e  
w e r e  v a c a n t .  A l i t t l e  f i v e  y e a r  o l d  g i r l  n a m e d  J o y c e  
c a m e  a c r o s s  t he  a i s l e  and g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  m e .  ( I 
was  s t r u c k  by t he  s y m b o l i s m  o f  h e r  n a m e .  We f l e w  
not  far a b o v e  F o r e s t  Lawn w h e r e  r e s t s  OUR J o y c e  and  
I c o u l d n ’ t h e l p  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  she  t o o  wa s
g o i n g  to Ne w York for a v a c a t i o n  and a m e e t i n g  w i t h  
e v e r y o n e  at  S u s a n n a ’ s R e s o r t . )  T h e  l i t t l e  J o y c e  and  
I b e c a m e  r e a l  c h u m m y  and she s t o o d  t h e r e  w i t h  m e  and 
l o o k e d  out  t he  w i n d o w  s he  t o l d  me  a b o u t  h e r s e l f  and  
her  f a m i l y  e t c .  When l u n c h  was  s e r v e d  he r  M o t h e r  
l e t  h e r  s i t  wi t h  m e ,  we  had  l u n c h  t o g e t h e r ,  l i k e  M o t h e r  
and d a u g h t e r .  It  g a v e  m e  a v e r y  m a t e r n a l  f e e l i n g  to  
l o o k  a f t e r  h e r ,  c u t  h e r  m e a t  e t c .  It  was  a g o o d  auguary 
for a w o n d e r f u l  t r i p .

A r r i v i n g  i n  Ne w Y o r k . ,  I f o u n d  t h a t  F e l i c i t y  was  
u n a b l e  to m e e t  me  as p l a n n e d ,  so I t o o k  t he  bus  i n t o  
t o w n .  Had d i n n e r  at  t he  A i r l i n e  T e r m i n a l  and t h e n  
had the  p o r t e r  t a k e  my  b a g s  o ut  t o  t he  t a x i  e n t r a n c e .  
It was  a r a i n y  n i g h t  and t a x i s  w e r e  s c a r c e .  A n i c e  
g e n t l e m a n  a s ke d  w h a t  pa r t  of  t o wn  I was  g o i n g  to and  
f i n d i n g  t h a t  i t  was  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  we  d e c i d e d  to share 
a c a b .  Thus  I a r r i v e d  a t  F e l i c i t y ’s a p a r t m e n t  w h i c h  
she had i n v i t e d  me  to s h a r e  and m a k e  my  h o m e  for as 
l o n g  as I was  i n  Ne w Y o r k .

S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  I g o t  up e a r l y ,  f i x e d  m y s e l f  up 
as p r e t t y  as p o s s i b l e  and c a u g h t  a t a x i  to go  d o wn  t o  
t he  h o t e l  w h e r e  t he  m e e t i n g  o f  t he  S o c i e t y  f or  t he  
S c i e n t i f i c  S t u d y  o f  Se x  was  i n  s e s s i o n .  My pa r t  o f  
t h e  p r o g r a m  di d no t  c o m e  t i l l  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  so I had  
n o t  t r i e d  to m a k e  t h e  m o r i n g  s e s s i o n .  I had  l u n c h  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n a n t  m e m b e r s  o f  the  S o c i e t y  and  
w i t h  Dr.  Bur c har t  of  G e r m a n y  who  was  a l s o  to be  o ne  
of  t he  p a n e l  s p e a k e r s .
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It  was  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t  t he  i d e a  o v e r  to h i m  t h a t  
T V ’ s w h e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u r g e r y .  In 
f a c t ,  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  was  a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g  the  a f t e r n o o n  
s e s s i o n  t o o .

F i n a l l y  l u n c h e o n  was  o v e r  and we  a d j o u r n e d  to the  
a u d i t o r i u m  and I t o o k  my p l a c e  on t he  s t a g e .  T h e  
p a n e l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Dr.  Harry B e n j a m i n , w h o  s p o k e  f i r s t  
and r e p o r t e d  on a n u m b e r  o f  t r a n s e x u a l  p a t i e n t s  in hi s  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  any  c o n s i d e a b l e  n u m b e r  of  
s uc h  p e r s o n s  had  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  on to a s c i e n t i f i c  me e t 
i n g .  T h e n  c a m e  my turn and I p r e s e n t e d  my  p a p e r .  I 
h a v e  r e p r i n t e d  i t  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  t h a t  a l l  r e a d e r s  
w o u l d  be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ho w t h e  s u b j e c t  was  p r e s e n t e d  
to  t he  m e e t i n g .

I was  f o l l o w e d ,  by Dr.  Bur c ha r t  o f  G e r ma n y  and Dr.  
P a u l u  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r e g o n  t h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  
q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  n e e d e d  
to be  s a i d ,  i n  my  o p i n i o n ,  s e v e r a l  c o r r e c t i o n s  to be  
m a d e  to s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  by s o m e  of  t he  o t h e r  speakers,  
h o w e v e r  t h e r e  was  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e .  I was  p l e a s e d  
t h a t  t w e l v e  or f i f t e e n  o f  our group w e r e  in t he  audience 
and t h a n k  t h e m  for g i v i n g  m e  a b i g  h a n d .  We sat  around 
and v i s i t e d  a b i t  a f t e r  the  m e e t i n g  and t h e n  w e n t  b a c k  
to t he  a p a r t m e n t  to p r e p a r e  for t he  p a r t y  at  S u s a n n a ’ s 
t h a t  n i g h t .

T h i s  p a r t y  for me  was  a l o t  o f  fun,  r e n e w i n g  a c 
q u a i n t a n c e s  f r o m p r e v i o u s  v i s i t s  and m e e t i n g  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  w h o m  I had  no t  m e t  p r e v i o u s l y .  We had the  
u s u a l  g o o d  t i m e  and d i d n ’ t g e t  to  bed t i l l  a b o u t  3: 00AM 
b u t ,  e v e n  so,  t he  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  f rom t he  u s u a l  d e f e c t  
o f  s uch  a f f a i r s ,  t h e r e  s i m p l y  w a s n ’t e n o u g h  t i m e  to 
s e e  and say  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o .

M o n d a y  I w e n t  s h o p p i n g  as V i r g i n i a  o f  c o u r s e , think
i n g  t h a t  I w o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  M a c y ’ s , G i m b e l s ,  S aks ,  and Ohr- 
ba c h* $ ,  G o l l y ,  I n e v e r  g o t  out  o f  M a c y ' s ,  wh a t  a S t o r e -  
- - e v e r y  t h i n g  , and t w i c e  o v e r .  I p i c k e d  out  t h r e e  dres s 
e s , !  t o o k  t wo  and put  a d e p o s i t  on a n o t h e r  p e n d i n g  what  
I f o u n d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  s tores  l a t e r  in t he  w e e k .  I d i d n ’ t 
f i n d  a n y t h i n g  s u i t a b l e  and c a m e  b a c k  and p i c k e d  up this 
dress  on F r i d a y - - I t  i s  b e a u t i f u l  e t c h e d  b l a c k  v e l v e t  >
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o v e r  b e i g e ,  v e r y  e l e g a n t .  A " l e c t u r e  " dress  t h a t  
w i l l  " k n o c k  ’e m  c o l d  " n e x t  t i m e  I g e t  a c h a n c e  to  
use i t .

Mo n d a y  e v e n i n g  I had d i n n e r  w i t h  M a r y e t t a  and  
Gi na in t h e i r  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e s e  n e w f r i e n d s  are  t wo  
o f  t he  n i c e s t  p e o p l e  I*ve m e t .  M a r y e t t a  ( t he  w i f e  ) 
i s  a l i t t l e  D r e s d e n  d o l l .

We l l ,  the  w e e k  w e n t  e n t i r e l y  t oo  f a s t  for m e  . I 
s p e n t  t he  n i g h t  at  t he  b e a u t i f u l  b e a c h  h o m e  o f  a d o c 
tor f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  ( I s h o u l d  say  o f  ours ,  as h e  and his 
n i c e  w i f e  are  v e r y  S y m p a t h e t i c  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  
our ki nd Had a w o n d e r f u l  d i n n e r  w i t h  Dr.  & M r s .  H.  
B e n j a m i n  and Dr.  B e i g e l  w h i c h  t o p p e d  i t  o f f .  I was  
t a k e n  to l u n c h  by Mr.  Hug o  G e r n s b a c k ,  Dr .  Rubin and 
two o f  t he  e d i t o r s  of  SEXOLOGY M a g a z i n e .  Mr.  Ge r n s 
b a c k  was  t he  f o u n d e r  and p u b l i s h e r  o f  the  m a g a z i n e  
and tlve grand o l d  man  of  t he  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t 
i o n  on the  s u b j e c t  s e x .  We a l l  o we  h i m  a d e b t  b e 
c a u s e  i t  was  he  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t he  o u t l e t  for Dr.  Cauld-  
w e l l ’ s w r i t i n g s  on t he  s u b j e c t  o f  TV w h i c h  g a v e  a 
m o d i c u m  of  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to  m a n y  
of  us i n  the  dark a g e s  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o .

I had a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  in t he  s tores-  a l t h o  t he  
w e a t h e r  was  t e r r i b l e  b e i n g  bo t h  h o t  and r a i n y .  I 
w o u l d  c o m e  h o m e  to t he  a p a r t m e n t  j u s t  as w e t  on t he  
i n s i d e  f rom p e r s p i r a t i o n  as on t he  o u t s i d e  f r om r a i n .  
And I was  t he  o n l y  w o m a n  on t he  s t r e e t s  o f  Ne w York  
t r o m p i n g  around wi t h  o p e n  t o e d  C a l i f o r n i a  t y p e  s t rap  
s a n d a l s .  I rode  s u b wa y s  and b u s e s ,  w e n t  to  a p l a y ,  
b o u g h t  d r e s s e s ,  was  t a k e n  to  l u n c h e s  and d i n n e r s ,  and 
w a l k e d  t he  s t r e e t s  a g r e a t  d e a l  a l l  as a w o m a n ,  and 
I l i v e d  and l o v e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  i t .

Fr i d a y  n i t e  I e n d e d  my  s t ay  as I had  b e g u n  i t ,  
w i t h  a p a r t y ,  t h i s  t i m e  at  G a i l s  and had  a l o v e l y  t i m e  
r e n e w i n g  o l d  f r i e n d s h i p s  and m a k i n g  a c o u p l e  o f  n e w  
o n e s .  But t i m e  is so s hor t  on a o n c e - a - y e a r  t r i p  t h a t  
t h e r e  we r e  so ma n y  p e o p l e  I d i d n ’ t g e t  to  t a l k  wi t h  
e n o u g h .  But d e p a r t u r e  t i m e  c a m e .  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g ,
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I t o o k  a t a x i  t o  t h e  E a s t s i d e  T e i m i n a l  and g o t  t h e r e  
j u s t  b a r e l y  i n  t i m e  to  c a t c h  t ha  bus  to  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  I 
h a d  a l o v e l y  t r i p  to  C h i c a g o .  My s e a t  m a t e ,  a n i c e  
g e n t l e m a n  w h o s e  b i r t h d a y  i t  wa s ,  i n s i s t e d  on b u y i n g  m e  
a d r i nk  ( g i n g e r  a l e  ) to  h e l p  h i m  c e l e b r a t e  i t .  Th i s  
b r o u g h t  f or t h  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

I wa s  m e t  a t  C h i c a g o  by Fran of  W i s c o n s i n  and d r i v e n  
up to h e r  l o v e l y  h o m e  i n  M a d i s o n .  T h e r e  I s p e n t  a 
w o n d e r f u l  e v e n i n g .  Fi r s t  I m e t  F r a n k s . w i f e  who  
i s  as grand a TV w i f e  as V ve  m e t ,  a r e a l  w o n d e r f u l  
t y p e  g i r l .  And t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  2 l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  o n e  a 
ba b y  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  to  w a l k  w i t h  h e l p  ( and I h e l p e d  
h e r  ) and t h e  o t h e r  a y o u n g  l a d y  o f  f o ur .  I p l a y e d  
m o t h e r  t o  b o t h  o f  t h e m .  I g a v e  t he  l i t t l e  one  her  
b o t t l e  and had Fran t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of  t he  p r e t t y  m a t e r 
n a l  s c e n e .  Lat er  I had t he  p l e a s u r e  o f  m e e t i n g  Edwi na  
1 3 - M - F P E  , C a r o l  2 3 - S - F P E  and G e r a l d i n e  4 9 - K - 3  FPE 
and t he  l a t t e r ’ s w i f e  N i c c i .  She  i s  a d o l l  t o o  and was  
o n e  o f  t h o s e  f i n e  w i v e s  wh o  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  for " THE 
TV AND HIS WIFE " c h a p t e r  T h e t a  o f  FPE i s  t he  group  
t h e s e  g i r l s  are  par t  o f .

N e x t  m o r n i n g ,  S u n d a y ,  Fran and hi s  w i f e  d r o v e  m e  
to t h e  C h i c a g o  A i r p o r t  a g a i n ,  but  s e v e r a l  hours  a h e a d  
o f  p l a n e  t i m e  so t h a t  I c o u l d  go to  a l i t t l e  g e t  t oge t her  
put  on by t h e  m e m b e r s  of  Be t a  i n  C h i c a g o .  T h i s  w a s n ’ t 
a dres s  m e e t i n g  e x c e p t  for M a r i e  1 4 - K - 2  FPE and m y 
s e l f ,  but ,  I was  v e r y  g l a d  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to m e e t  
s o m e  o f  t he  Be t a  g a n g  n o n e  o f  who  e x c e p t  for M a r i e  
and B o b i e  1 3 - D - 2  FPE had I m e t  b e f o r e .  He r e  t o o , i s  
a g o i n g  g r o u p ,  t h a t  i s  e n j o y i n g  t he  p l e a s u r e  of  h a v i n g  
f r i e n d s  who  are  T V ’s and c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r .  
Both o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  Be t a  and T h e t a  are  p l a n n i n g  to  
g e t  a p r o j e c t  u n d e r w a y  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  to  
s p r e a d  t h e  n e w s  and k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  T V i s m  to s o m e  of  
t h o s e  who  o u g h t  to be  i n f o r m e d .  We n e e d  mo r e  a c t i v e  
g r o u p s  to  t a k e  on p r o g r a m s  o f  s o m e  k i n d .

T h i s  g e t  t o g e t h e r  c a m e  t o  an end  t o o  s o o n  wh e n  I 
had t o  hurry o f f  to c a t c h  my p l a n e  and b e g i n  my f i n a l  
t r i p  h o m e .  You a l l  kno w f rom my own s t or y  i n  T V i a  
# 17 t h a t  I go  out  a l o t  . I h a v e  g i v e n  a n u mb e r  of
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l e c t u r e s  as V i r g i n i a  e t c . ,  but  t h e s e  w e r e  a l l  on a o n e  
day  b a s i s .  T h i s  p a s t  w e e k  had b e e n  d i f f e r e n t .  I had  
b e e n  on my own a w a y  f rom h o m e  and l i v e d  i n  a w o m a n ' s  
wo r l d  for 1@ w h o l e  d a y s  and d o n e  e v e r y t h i n g  a w o m a n  
w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  on s uc h  a v a c a t i o n .

What  was  t he  e f f e c t ?  W e l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  i f o u n d  t h a t  
I had  sunk much m o r e  f u l l y  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  t h a n  e v e r  b e 
f or e  due  t o  t he  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e .  But ,  
t h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t .  I l a y  b a c k  and  
c l o s e d  my e y e s  and t r i e d  to f i n d  d e s c r i p t i v e  w o r d s .
T h e y  w e r e  n o t  e a s y  to  f i n d ,  b u t  t h e s e  c a m e  t o  m i n d . .
. . . Q u i e t ,  o p e n ,  p e a c e f u l ,  c o n t e n t ,  r e l a x e d ,  m a t e r n a l ,
" r i g h t  ", c a p a b l e  o f  l o v e ,  c o m p o s e d ,  a t  r e s t ,  gent le^ 
a f e e l i n g  of w a n t i n g  to  c u d d l e ,  h o l d ,  s h a r e  and l o v e  
s o m e o n e  e l s e ,  o f  w a n t i n g  to  g i v e  of  m y s e l f .  S i l l y  
t h o u g h t s  for  an o t h e r  w i s e  n o r m a l  m a l e ? ? ?  Mo s t  pe o p l e  
wo u l d  t h i n k  so,  but  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t hey d o n ’ t r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h i s  sort  of  t h i n g  l i e s  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  a 
l o t  o f  me n ,  i j u s t  had t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b r i n g  i t  o u t .
It was  t r u l y  an e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  ” p a s s e t h  u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g  " - - - - e x c e p t  for  t h o s e  who  h a v e  a l s o  l i v e d  i t . . . .  

Yours ,  V i r g i n i a .

' •

v

VIRGINIA AND ADOPTED DAUGHTER
CAROL,  FRAN 

VI RGI NI A,  EDWI NA
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I ,  I ' M NOT P S YCHI C:  S Ev e r y  now and t h e n  I g e t  a
l e t t e r  j u s t  s i g n e d  w i t h  a  f e m m e n a m e  and s o m e t i m e s  
w i t h  a s t r e e t  a d d r e s s  b u t  w i t h  no c o d e  n u m b e r  or l a s t  
n a m e .  I k n o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  w e l l  e n o u g h  to f i nd  your  
c a r d ,  but  m a n y  o t h e r s  I  do  n o t .  S i n c e  c a r d s  are  f i l e d  
by l a s t  n a m e  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  go  thru t h e m  a l l  t o  f i nd  
m e r e l y  a s t r e e t  i n  a g i v e n  c i t y .  P l e a s e  h e l p  me  to  
s erve  y o u  by i d e n t i f y i n g  y o u r s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y .  Your  
c o d e  n u m b e r ,  and n a m e  and a d d r e s s  s h o u l d  be  p l a c e d  
on m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  f or  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I s o m e t i m e s  
p r i n t  m a t e r i a l  a n o n y m o u s l y ,  as I h a v e  n o t  r e m e mb e r e d  
t o  t r a n s c r i b e  t he  n a m e  f r o m t he  a c c o m p a n y i n g  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  | |

I I .  MY T HANKS  TO YOU:  I ’ d l i k e  to e x t e n d  b r i e f
t h a n k s  to  t h o s e  o f  y o u  who  c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h e  c o s t  o f  
t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  i n  Ne w Y o r k .  I was  v e r y  h a p p y  to  
m e e t  t h o s e  who  c a m e ,  I ’m sorry t h a t  m o r e  c o u l d  not  
a t t e n d .  S e v e r a l  who  di d n o t  c o m e  s e n t  i n  t h e i r  c o n 
t r i b u t i o n ,  so to  a l l  I s a y  " T h a n k  Y o u .  "

111*  C O N T A C T ; A r e m i n d e r  o n c e  a g a i n  t h a t  any
l e t t e r s  i n t e t i d e d  t o  be  s e n t  on t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e  mu s t  
c o m e  t o  m e  t h r o u g h  C O N T A C T  at  4 9 2 4  West  P i c o  Blvd.  
Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .  I am t he  o n l y  o n e  to  g e t  t h e m .  
But ,  to k e e p  my  s k i r t s  ( y e a )  c l e a n  w i t h  t he  P . O .  I 
c a n n o t  r e c e i v e  m a i l  f or  f o r w a r d i n g  a t  t he  Re g u l a r  CHEV. 
PUBS ,  a d d r e s s  o f  Box 3 6 0 9 1 ,  L . A . 3 6 .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  
t e n d  to f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a $ 1 . 0 0  forw. ardi ng  c h a r g e  
w h i c h  a p p l i e s  to  a l l ,  i n c l u d i n g  FPE m e m b e r s .  T h o s e  
who  h a v e  j o i n e d  C O N T A C T  h a v e  p a i d  for s uch s e r v i c e  
w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e .

I V .  DI FFERI NG OPI NI ONS:  I h a v e  b e e n  as k e d  i f  I
w o u l d  p r i n t  m a t e r i a l  o f  d i f f e r i n g  o p i n i o n  to my  o w n . I  
h a v e  d o n e  so i n  t h e  p a s t  and w i l l  do so a g a i n .  I m a k e  
o n l y  o n e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  T h e  p h i l o s p h y  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  
i s  t h a t  PEACE OF MI ND i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i n  the  
l i f e  o f  a TV and t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  a c h i e v e  t h i s  i n  an e n 
v i r o n m e n t  o f  l o n e l i n e s s ,  g u i l t  and f e a r .  T h e r e f o r e  t he
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m a g a z i n e  e x i s t s  to  f i nd  t h e  T V ,  to  a s s u r e  h i m  , he  i s  
n o t  a l o n e , h e l p  h i m  to  c o n q u e r  g u i l t  and f e a r  by h e l p 
i n g  h i m  to u n d e r s t a n d  and t o  a c c e p t  h i s  f e m m e s e l f .  
Now t h e r e  m a y  be  v a r i o u s  w a y s  o f  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h e s e  
and I ' m  p l e a s e d  to  p r i n t  t h e  i d e a s  o f  o t h e r s .  H o w e v e r  
I draw t h e  l i n e  at  u s i n g  t he  p a g e s  o f  T R A N S V E S T I A  to  
f o s t e r  the " SICK,  SI CK,  S I C K ” p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  s o m e  
e s p o u s e .  If  t h i s  be  g r o u n d s  for a c c u s a t i o n s  t hat "  I ,  
o n l y  p r i n t  v i e w s  t h a t  a g r e e  w i t h  m y  c o n c e p t ” , t h e n  
m a k e  t he  m o s t  o f  i t !  I ' v e  w o r k e d  t o o  l o n g ,  and far  
t o  h a r d ,  and h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t o o  m u c h  to e s t a b l i s h  
t h i s  m a g a z i n e ,  to  g i v e  i t  a c e r t a i n  s t a t u r e  and respect
a b i l i t y  to w a n t  to u n d e r m i n e  i t s  work  j u s t  to  g a i n  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  o f  t h o s e  who  p r a t t l e  o f  ” o p e n  m i n d e d n e s s .  " 
Jus t  as f r e e d o m  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  g r a n t i n g  l i c e n s e  to  
u n d e r m i n e  t he  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  f r e e d o m ’ , so o p e n  mi nded
ness  d o e s  no t  r e q u i r e  v e n t i n g  o p i n i o n s  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  
t he  v e r y  m e d i u m  t h a t  p e r m i t s  t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n .  So ,  
w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  t o wa r d  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g ,  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s  I ' l l  p r i n t  anythi ng ,  
w h e t h e r  I a g r e e  or n o t ,  but  o n l y  i f  i t  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e s e  
e n d s ,  or i t  w i l l  h a v e  to  go  e l s e w h e r e  to be  p r i n t e d .

V.  CARELESS U SE OF NAMES:  A word of  c a u t i o n . . .
F a m i l i a r i t y  n o t  o n l y  b r e e d s  c o n t e m p t ,  i t  b r e e d s  c a r e 
l e s s n e s s .  A n u m b e r  of  t i m e s  I r e c e i v e  l e t t e r s  or tapes 
w h i c h  r e f e r  to s o m e  o t h e r  r e a d e r  by h i s  l a s t  n a m e ,  or 
wi t h  e v e n  t he  c i t y  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  m e n t i o n e d . P l e a s e  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a reader' s  n a m e  i s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  
and shou l d  n e v e r  be  g i v e n  to o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  h i s  p e r 
m i s s i o n .  You w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  t o  us e  h i s  car  w i t h o u t  his 
p e r m i s s i o n ,  so do n o t  us e  h i s  n a m e  e i t h e r .

V I .  PICTURES : T h e r e  ha s  b e e n  a p a u c i t y  o f  p i c t u r e s
s e n t  i n  for p r i n t i n g  i n  T V i a  r e c e n t l y .  T h e y  h e l p  
l i g h t e n  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and c r e a t e  i n t e r e s t ,  so s end them 
i n .  At  t he  s a m e  t i m e  p l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  p i c t u r e s  s e n t  
i n  are  a s s u m e d  to be  s e n t  for  t he  us e  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e  
u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m a r k e d  " NOT for  PUBLI CATI ON"
I am h a p p y  to  r e s p e c t  s uc h  r e q u e s t s ,  but  s o m e o n e  g o t  
a n n o y e d  b e c a u s e  he r  p i c t u r e  was  p r i n t e d  w i t h o u t  g e t 
t i n g  s p e c i f i c  p e r m i s s i o n  w h e n  i t  was  s i m p l y  a s s u m e d  
t h a t  i t  was  s e n t  i n  to  be  p r i n t e d  i n  T V i a .
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M2JJ£JLl Us e  of  t he  "Pe r s on  to Pe r s o n"  c o l u m n  is  l i m
i t e d  to m e m b e r s  of  FPE and to t h o s e  w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  form w h i c h  w i l l  be  s e nt  on re -  
g u e s t .  Addr e s s  a l l  a n s we r s  to adds  a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  to:
" CONT ACT "  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  Bl v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .

FE-S-1 TV wishes' to correspond with other TVs in
England or Europe. All answered GRACE

9-S-5FPE Sngl. TV, 35, like meet and corres. with
other TVs or undrstg.women. Particularly in
terested in any TV living completely as a 
woman. Reside in Miami area. DOTTIE

14-K-gFPE Chicago area FPE members get information 
on Beta Chap, monthly meetings. MARIE

"ACROSS THE SEX BORDER by Georgina Turtle"
This is the title of a new book by one of the most 
recent and best publicized cases of "sex change".
You may remember her as the former British Navy Den
tist who changed sex and subsequently married. While 
most books and articles written by changelings have 
been self-justifying and self-serving documents, Miss 
Turtle has done a masterful job of surveying the 
whole problem. Certainly any who think surgery is 
the "way out" for them should read this book. Altho 
it deals primarily witji the transsexual pr obi em, there 
is, nevertheless, a great deal of good reading in 
the book for TVs as well as TSs.
The book is hard bound, 319 pages and has a forward 
by Kenneth Walker, co-author of "Sex and Society". I 
am importing a few from England, Deliv. price $6.50
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DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST

"TRANSVESTI A" . . . A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by ,  for,  and  
a b o u t  m e n  w i t h  a ’’F e e l i n g  for t he  F e m i n i n e ” . P u b 
l i s h e d  1st .  of  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  at  $ 4  c o p y .  Back  
i s s u e s  f r om # 3  on a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 i s s u e s  
for $ 2 0 .
” FEMMEMIRROR” . . . A 16 p a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  and g o s s i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i c h e d  15th of  e a c h  
m o n t h  at  $1 c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  12 for $ 1 0 .
’’CLIPSHEET ” . . . Ne ws  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n 
a t i o n  around the  w o r l d .  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n  by r e a d e r s  
for s c r a p b o o k  u s e .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  
Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
’’T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME FICT I O N ” . . . 16 p a g e  s h o r t  s t o r 
i e s  wi t h  T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  
at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
N O T E : - - B a c k  i s s u e s  of  Mi rror  and C l i p s h e e t  are  a v a i l 
a b l e ,  r e d u c e d  to  6 i s s u e s  $ 3 .  Order m a y  be  m i x e d .
GROUP S UBS CRI PTI ON.  . .  6 i s s u e s  T V i a ,  12 Mi r r or s ,  4 
C l i p s h e e t s  and 4 T V - T a l e s  $ 4 0 .  B ough t s ep ar a t e  ly $ 4 8 .

S e p a r a t e  Books
’’THE TRANSVESTI TE AND HIS W I F E . . .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
f rom bot h  p o i n t s  of  y i e w . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 p a g e s  o f  l e t 
ters  f rom u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  W r i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  
and d i r e c t l y  to  h e l p  w i v e s  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d .  . . $ 3 .

’’ FATED FOR FEMININIT Y ” . . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t or y  of  a h i g h  
s c h o o l  boy  who  wa n t s  t o  be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and e n d s  up as 
Be a u t y  Q u e e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  b r i d e  of  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .
I l l u s t r a t e d ,  90 p a g e s ............................................................................. $ 5 .
” 1 AM A MALE ACT RES S ” . . . Rep or t er  i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
s tar  m a k e s  h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s tar ,  t h e y  l i v e  as s i s t e r s  I l l u s .  100 p a g e s . . .  $ 5 .
’’THE S CARCI TY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.  . . A 
c o l l e c t i o n  of  5 s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I l l u s 
t r a t e d ,  77 p a g e s ......................................................................................  $ 5 .
• REVERSE SEX " . . .  C o m p l e t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o 
g r a p h y  of  f a m o u s  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y - - C o c c i n e l l e  .
120 p a g e s  o f  s t o r y ,  64  p a g e s  o f  p i c t u r e s  d r e s s e d  and



u n d r e s s e d  t o  s ho w r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  I m p o r t e d  
f r om E n g l a n d ...................................................    $ 3 .

" C U S T OM MADE DRESSES FOR TRANS VESTITES ” . . .  C a t a 
l o g  # 2  D r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  l o u n g e  w e a r ,  l i n g e r i e .  
Ma d e  to  y o u r  m e a s u r e .  F u l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for y o u  to  
m e a s u r e  y o u r s e l f ........................................................   $1.
WI G- WI S DOM"  . . .  L e a f l e t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t y p e s ,  c o s t s  
s t y l i n g ,  c a r e ,  m e a s u r i n g  for m a i l  order  e t c . . . . . .  $1.

M e r c h a n d i s e
SPECIAL B R A . . .  w i t h  i n f l a t a b l e  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s . . . .  $ 5 .
JELLY K I T . . . f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s ..................    $ 5 .

T h e s e  t w o  i t e m s  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a v e r y  n a t 
u r a l  b u s t l i n e  for w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s ,  " b o u n c e "  e t c .  A 
MUST for  g o o d  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
for  m a k i n g  and f i l l i n g  j e l l y ,  m a k i n g  c l e a v a g e  e t c .
WIG BLOCKS . . .  P l a s t i c  . N e c e s s a r y  for w i g  c a r e . . . $ 5 .  

C L A M P . . . F o r  w i g  b l o c k s ,  T i l t s  and c l a m p s  . . . . . . . $  5 .

ORDER BLANK-----P l e a s e  t e a r  out  and u s e .

To  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
Box 36 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  36 ,  C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e ____________ __  _  Co d e  No .

A d d r e s s _________________________ C i t y ________________S t a t e _____

I e n c l o s e  $____________ . P l e a s e  s end m e  t he  f o l l o w i n g
i n  a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

___________________________________________________$

___________________________________________________$

_________________ _______ :_________________________ $

___________________________________________________$



Publication Policy

TRANS VES TI A is m a d e  up p r i m a r i l y  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b 
m i t t e d  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  Ca s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n 
c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  p o e m s  and  
p i c t u r e s  are  w e l c o m e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t he  v a r i e t y  t h e  
mo r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t he  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is  
s o l i c t e d  on t he  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :

1. Mos t  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  i s  o f f e r e d  w i t h o u t  e x p e c 
t a t i o n  of  c o mp e  ns a t i  o n - f  or t he  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l ,
2 .  H o w e v e r ,  f i c t i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a r t i c l e s  
r u n n i n g  10 p r i n t e d  p a g e s  or m o r e  w i l l  be  c o m p e n s a t e d  
at t he  ra t e  of  $1 per  p a g e .  T h i s  d o e s  no t  a p p l y  to  
short  s u b j e c t s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and t h e  l i k e .
Th i s  p a y m e n t  is no t  l a r g e ,  but  i s  o f f e r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
a u t h o r s h i p .
3.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  no t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e 
q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
4 .  Th e  Edi t or  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  t o  be  s o l e  j u d g e  of  
wha t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and to  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e 
l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  w h e n  i t  is  d e e m e d  i n  t he  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  m a g a z i n e .  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  and  
p i c t u r e s  w i l l  no t  be p u b l i s h e d  and t h e r e  f o r e  s h o u l d  
not  be  s u b m i t t e d .

#**##**####*
PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To  p r o t e c t  t he  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r om  
t he  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a f e w  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  to l i m i t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h o s e  wh o  h a v e  b e e n  
s c r e e n e d .  If  y o u  wi s h  to use  i t  ask for t he  f r e e  p e r 
s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  Re t ur ne d  w i t h  $5  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e .  If a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5 b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  
ads ( $2  e a . )  or answers;  ($1)  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r s  
of  PHI PI EPSILON n e e d  no f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a d 
v e r t i s e  or r e p l y  to ads  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s  of  $2  and $1

ft#*#*#
A l l  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  for r e m a i l i n g  MUS T be  s e n t  t o:  
C O N T A C T  at  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .
GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  on r e qu  
e s t .
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