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Provincial Minister As] 
Reeve of Burnaby for 

Information.

1

“NOT PUBLICLY,”
SAYS PRITCHARD

B.y|)SE
Tax Shuffle Looms—Pro-] 

posai to Reduce Size 
Of Legislature.

Anxious to Provide Work BUDGET BULKS
OVER EVERYTHING

Governmeÿ Preparing for 
Attack on Relief 

Management."
TTICTORIA, Djbc. 6.—Easily the 
i y most important session of the 

British Columbia Legislature 
since .the Great War is in tne mak­
ing here now. À complete overhaul 
of provincial finances and taxation; 
redistribution of electoral ridings; 
state health insurance and an un-.| 
employment enquiry, any one of 
these would make a session notable, 
as sessions go here. Combined they 
can not fail to leave the financial, 
electoral and political map- of the 
province drastically altered. ;

As the government snatches time for 
sessional preparations these days be­
tween unemployment conferences, party 
meetings and the Columbia by-election, 
it finds that there will be plenty of 
business to take up the time of the 
House and make the longed-for short, 
•nappy session as Impossible as ever.

And besides, though Premier Tolmle 
has told his party that he has no plans 
for an, election until 1083. that does 

“ be,election,

posais of last session there-will not 
much left of them. As a matter ol 
fact, however, the government Is pre­
paring to stand firm on a well-thought- 
out programme and Is*confident of Its 
Jiadoptlon.
TAX SHUFFLE

!in offing.
Taxpayers, of course, will be In­

terested less In these Internal man­
oeuvres than in the final effect of them 
on their pocketbooka. They will have 
to wait for the budget to come down. 
Until then no one can be sure what 
last-minute changes made. But
at the moment a ywytiHU shuffle cf 
taxation, rather1 -ÀtblrtU any serious 
alteration of existing taxes, seems most 
likely. This shuffle may meet the 
municipalities problem by cutting 
down their grants and giving them 
wider taxation powers, a plan known to 
be under consideration.

It may also, and probably will, in­
clude changes in income taxation, 
with the rearrangement of exemptions 
and rates. Any change Id rates will 
only be in one direction. That direc­
tion will not be down.

On top of all that, unquestionably 
the gasoline tax will be raised If the 
government can succeed with other 
provlncla" governments in making the 
oil-selling companies absorb It. Per­
haps there will be an Increase anyway.

Redistribution Is another keg of 
political dynamite. The government1 
would like, to reduce the Legislature

to a new low. It would like to cut 
flown the representation of the lower 
mainland and Vancouver Island. It 
would like to lump several interior 
constituencies together. But when it 
comes tr the sticking point—when it 
comes to the point ol voting oneself 
out of membership in the House, the 
average member becomes a human 
being flrsu and a legislator afterwards. 
Ti ers is no record of any member wil­
lingly abolishing his seat, nor of any 
riding willingly losing its identity. 

Stout d John Oliver tried to abpl-

For Individuals,
Not Trucks.

Earnest invitation to Reeve W. A.
Pritchard of Burnaby to disclose any 
cases of political patronage in allotment 
of relief work was given Saturday morn­
ing by Hon. R. W. Bruhn, provincial 
minister of public works, and Mr. If. H.
McGeough, assistant in B.C. to Domin­
ion director of unemployment relief 

Answering the double invitation of 
the two government representatives,
Reeve Pritchard said that he would be 
glad to communicate Information he 
had in hand but would not do so in 
public. The incident was part of what
---- ied out to be a quiet, friendly die-

ion between representatives of 
I Burnaby and the government on the 

ibject of relief administration In that 
lunlclpallty.
It was mutually agreed that technt- 

| cal representatives of Burnaby and the 
! two governments shall confer with a 
1 view to arranging work so that less 
money is paid for truck hire and more 
to Individual destitute in the relief pro­
gramme under way in that municipal­
ity. Burnaby officials declared that In­
vestigation of all relief cases is under 
way.

Promise made publicly by Reeve 
Pritchard that he “had enough Infor­
mation to blow the lid off Provincial 
and Dominion relief matters" was re­
ferred to only indirectly.

Mr. McGeough said that he had heard
th»t Reeve Prltch.nl toj cerUln In-Jnot mwn there wm __ _» EssrEtâ&srxi

Mc" end *> 1. the governmental!^
Oeough have the lntoimetlon. ceee It ma, decide to teke the plunge,
DEMANDS information. ln Isf?- I* make ell preperatlone1
c^r^rJenTavr^^

--------
out," declared Mr. Bruhn. j*” mUet ** p™ te <*?**' » >35

"I assure you that I have nothing (BUDGET BMLK* 
to hide.” continued the minister," and [OVER EVERYTHING.
if there are such cases I want to know I Thé budget, of course bulks f nection with It* .about them so that I can punish offi- {everything and It 1, golS^tobrîarîS Pendltures is betog asJmbkdnow®^ 
dais responsible. If there have been k financial session > No nn* knn».8.-* meet all th* „ 8€mnow toglaring of political favor»,™ ifc, th.T la S i ta Hh." b”dg^ S^’to"1 n^CU^,H.Wlll<!l‘ « «'
want you to aa, ao. All I am trying [not «van the govenbment. It la known'1 ~-----
to do la to carry out thla work ln the however, thit the^budget will «ont™ 
falreat way to the poor people." a drastic scaling dome of crpcndltur.sReeve Pritchard said that, aa the and . eurtallmlnt of grantata Mh»" 
minister had stated earlier, aU people boards and municipal councils It la 
make mistakes. Perhaps^ they have|aafs to predict that the fiercest battles

tbe seeelon will be fought about this r ta liment.
Already mungdpalitle. are alarmed at 

proepect. , They eay that it the 
«ta Ite grants 1* dill be 

the trouble on to them 
h»m to the overtaxed 

Communications along 
‘aml»g here thick and 

from individual muni- 
Their union no doubt will 

due course, and there will be 
jgnmmf fcttempt *° head oft this pro-

JONES DENIES 
PARING RELIEF

Minister Says Tom Reid Does 
Not Know What He Is 

Talking About.

SOUGHT MORE MONEY

them ln Burnaby. He said that 
there was the threat of cutting 

In hie municipal!

ish Esquimau ln 1924, and by the time 
Esquimau was finished with him and 
had burned his effigy, he was glad 
enough to leave It alone. Now Omln- 
eca, threatened with partition and 
amalgamation with Skeena and Prince 
George, Is up ln arms, and Its Conser­
vative organization Is protesting, that 
It will be abolished, Just as tbè long- 
desired defeat of A. M. Manson, K.C., is assured.

With the claims of Peace River for a 
new seat to be considered and with the 

? lower mainland undoubtedly entitled

to more members on a population basis, 
it is going to be hard to reduce this 
House. In the end It may very well 
turn out to be a question of keeping 
eight»*1 to its present total of forty-

LIBERALS SEEK 
BELIEF PROBE.

The session's customary unpleasant­
ness will centre this year around unem­
ployment and the government's hand­
ling of it. The opposition is obviously , 
squaring away for a complete investi- |
gatton of these matters and its wishes 

1 will not be refused. The government 
] not only «expects such an inquiry, but 

is preparing for it. Every fact ln con-

I bernmee10 now ,rom to« opposition
1, Health Insurance tall come up ln the 
form of a final report of th. nmm,..report of the commis- 
•ton which' has been considering it 

will recommend a 
Insurance and it

The commission v 
]: definite scheme of

government*
mimleijklities must not 
"* landowners.

. .— the govern- 
Within a few days the 

warning 
1 already 
' Jfcey

will probably be adopted in that, or 
amended form. The government is ex­
pecting this plan to relieve Its hospital

&nA dovet&11 l»to Its bud­get programme.
Another project which Is sure to cause lengthy debate ln the Conserva?

CxfUCU8 18 the proposed creation of a highway commission which Is strong- 
^ favored by some members of the govenuoant, apd then ttaîSuS, ÏÏÎ 

in addition many nil
to*ba th. °ften th,7 turn outos the most spectacular.

VICTORIA. Dec, 11.—Flat denial thatS 
he had cut British Columbia's unem-P, 
ployed relief work programme either 
ln municipalities or in unorganized ter-p! 
rltory was made today by Hon. J. W.l 
Jones, minister of finance, in reply to 
charges by Tom Reid, M.P. for New . 
Westminster.

Referring to Mr. Reid's speech in Gol­
den this week Mr. Jones said. "Mr. 
Reid obviously doesn't know what he, 
Is talking about. The schedules deal­
ing with work ln municipalities were^ 
never seen by me. They were approved!, 
by the unemployment committee ofq 
the Provincial Government consisting 
of Mr. McKenzie. Mr. Bruhn i 

: Howe, and handed to me ln . 
on the evening I left for Ottawa, 
handed them ln Ottawa to the Federal' 
minister of labor. I was Informed ont 
the following dajFthat the Federal Gov-i] 
eminent had approved works to cost'] 
82,760,000 ln municipalities, and thlsM 
was on the basis of the schedules sub-1] 
mltted. Some of the municipalities: i 
had not yet sent In their schedules]; 
when I left for Ottawa, and these were§ 
to be submitted later on. I have no 
knowledge as to what was done with 
them, as I am not on the unemploy­
ment committee of the government. I 
don't know to this day the total 
amounts submitted to the Federal Gov­
ernment.
WELCOMES EXPENDITURE.

"I would gladly welcome as much 
expenditure on works by municipali­
ties as possible, as it would be much 
easier for me to finance that portion 
of our relief to municipalities, rather 
than to carry on works ln unorganized 
districts or to finance direct relief. 
The Provincial Government is only re­
quired to pay 26 per cent, of the labor 
costs ln municipalities, whereas in un­
organized territory we pay 60 per cent, 
of the cost of labor and materials. In 
direct relief we pay 33 1-3 per cent. li_ 
municipalities and 60 per cent, ln un­
organized districts. Any public i 
with the simplest Idea of finance car 
easily see that the Provincial Govern­
ment would be better off to have th< 
municipalities handle a larger muni 
of works than do them Itself. i

"I have nothing whatever to do with 
the work schedules ln any way, and 
could not out them, as suggested by 
Mr. Reid. These are submitted by th*1 
municipalities to the unemployment 
committee and its officials. I never see 
them. They are forwarded to Ottawa 
and approved by the Federal Govern­
ment. All I do is to undertake to; 
finance our share Of the cost Involved.

“The Federal Government, not I, 
cut the provincial works programme] 
submitted to lk I had nothing to do]
With It. The Federal Government 
simply approved of certain hlghwa; 
projects and stated that It was 
pared to pay Its share of work totauin* 
$6,000,000 ln municipalities and un­
organized districts."



dualities to assume. Municipalities 
lad their plans approved to the ex­
tent of nearly «2,750,000, for 31 per 
lent of the problem; while the Prov- 
nce was asked to carry on with 
3,125,000 Covering the remaining 69 
Jer cent of the unemployed. If 
15 per cent of those registered did 
lot stand in real need of help, It 
till left 31,323 persons who did, he

R. W. Bruhn Gives 
Clear-Cut Outline 

Of B.C. Problems IN BY-ELECTION
Thomas King Given Ma 
jority of 305—Conserva­
tive Forces Undismayed

Minister of Works Predicts Successful Outcome of 
Employment Measures and Praises Co-oper­

ation Shown bv Dominion Government
GOLDEN, Dec. 21 (CP).—Three 

missing polls reporting today raised 
the Liberal majority in ColumbiaSPEAKING before Saanich Conservatives at Marigold| 

Hall last evening, Hon. R. W. Bruhn, Minister of PubKcj 
Works, gave a clear-cut outline of the whole course of| 

unemployment relief problems in British Columbia for the last} 
two years, and soundèd a note of encouragement in the suc-i 
cessful outcome of one of the heaviest problems the province 
and country at large had ever been called on to face. }

He spoke will full ^appreciation of '

Ê riding, in which a provincial by- 
election was held Saturday, to 305 
votes. Thomas King retained the 

' seat for his party by defeating F. W. 
Jones, Conservative.

The complete vote was:
Jones 621, King 926. V
The campaign was featured by 

the presence of Premier S. F. Tol- 
. mie, Hon. T. D. Pattullo, Liberal 

leader, and prominent members of
* both parties, who addressed the 

J electors.
£ ARE UNDISMAYED
in Government forces were undis*
* mayed by the result of the Colum- 
ï- bia by-election on Saturday. Con- 
is servative workers pointed out that

the riding had voted Liberal for 
twenty years, and that the majority 
secured by the new member-elect, 
Thomas King, was the second small- 
est in the history of that period. 
The smallest majority was in 1928, 

I when the late John A. Buckham 
lt was returned with less than 100 

votes to spare.
J The election of Mr. King to the 
al Columbia seat will not change the 
le standing of the Provincial House,

| to take care of all transients and 
men without dependents; the mend 
were to be employed through the) 
Employment Service of CanadaJ 
who found it sometimes difficult to) 
distinguish between those really in) 
need and those who were not; and 
instead of the allocation of small! 
sums for work in local settlements, 
the whole plan was based on speci­
fied highways, where camps had! 
been erected; and lastly, the num­
bers of unemployed concerned had 
grown, through the exhaustion of' 
their resources in continued de­
pression of general business condi­
tions.

After visits to this province of 
Hon. H. H. Stevens and Hon. Gid­
eon Robertson, on behalf of the 
Federal Government, a forking un­
derstanding nad been arrived at

(between the two Governments, Mr. 
Bruhfc recalled. The agreement 
reached as at August 19 last was 

’ and balance our ledger. We find in|j that work was to be proceeded with 
this year 1931 that there is a greater 1 at once on certain highways; that 
abundance of food, and cheaper 

' food, than there was in the years; 
prior to the war of 1914. We find 

' that commodities have been pro­
duced in such quantities that they 
cannot readily be consumed. We 

. find that average savings accounts 
land the money on deposit in bai * 

r are actually embarrassing 1
H | banker to find remunerative Invest- 

I merits for the money. #
NH D “At the same time the general 

standard of living, particularly 
r^.. here ,in British Columbia, in practi- 

; cally every walk of life, is very !
much higher than it has ever been 

HV before. But on the other hand, we , 
f . find that partly because of thU 
I -, over-production there is now a1 

■V natural lack of employment; that j 
because of credit selling, and, 

k'-v." because of a too-rapid increase in'
I|; | the standard of living there is, 
rr J particularly among the wage-]

tives, ten Liberals and one Inde­
pendent Laborite, as before.

LOCAL CONDITION?
Older heads among the Conserva­

tive ranks attributed the failure of 
the Government to capture the seat 
to local conditions in the area, com­
plicated by general hard times, with 
their attendant dissatisfactions.

On the Government side, how­
ever, there was no attempt at an 
alibi. Inner circles of the ministry

work, and not direct relief, was to 
be provided; and that no responsi­
bility for delay in creating work 
would be accepted by the Dominion , 
authorities after that date. 

PROGRAMME CURTAILED 
On September 4, Mr. Bruhn con- 

the tlnued, Rt. Hon. R. B. Bennett wired 
Premier Tolmie that the Dominion 
Government was particularly inter- ; 
ested in immediate action being 
taken to relieve the unemployment; 
situation in large centres, also re­
questing advice on what undertak- : 
ings were under way and the nun»-L 
ber of men employed. Premier 1 
Tolmie, he said, replied In detail, J 
setting out the work commencedJ 1 
and the fact that 44,000 had reglsJ 1 
tered at that time, and that the» 1 
expenditure would largely depend; ] 

ion the numbers for which provi-

is all too general,” Mr. Bruhn con­
tinued.

CANADIAN OBLIGATION... „ . J relief work; the Federal Govem-
‘ As long as there is an abundance ment was to pay half of municipal ’ 

of commodities and genffine unem- prop06alS| including materials, and! 1 
ployment, I consider it the duty or would finance by way of loans the 1 
'be Canadian people to see that Government in respect ,
these people are supphed w™*™® to all municipal relief undertakings; 
necessities of Me without having to and Bl, transients and men without! 
endure Indignity. w® 11 *° dependents domlcUed In the prov-l 
ourselves, and to the economic sys- ]nce were to be placed In camps con-
tore lsW no want Tn the m^sH ** ^«taking,. :
plenty. It is merely common sense LARGE NUMBER REGISTERED 
to recognize the deplorable condition Acting on this clear understand- 
that exists. lng, said Mr. Bruhn, and in accord-

“Money expended on unemploy- ance with various telegraphic ad-| 
ment relief will ultimately have to vices received, the Provincial Gov-1 
come out of the taxpayers’ pockets, emnpent commenced to carry out its* 
but I have a great deal of faith ip programme, by establishing camps 
the taxpayers of British Columbia, land starting works. The registre-1 
and I do not believe they will objection showed 60,259 persons who had’ 
to any reasonable increase in taxa-.sworn to the fact that they were 
tion should such be found necessary.m urgent need of assistance, and, 
as long as the money is used for 37,153 of these were In munlclpall-
ii.-1 ...mneo on#1 fhaf. rvnmnsp nnlv.” fine KAlf r\f nrhnm more morrlsH onrithat purpose and that purpose onl»."'i 
Mr. Bruhn declared.

PROVISION NECESSARY 1 
“In this connection I can assure? 

you that I fully reallae the finan­
cial difficulties In which this Prov­
ince and the Dominion find them­
selves today, but even In this world-, 
wide crisis we cannot fall to provide]

the gen-

mIMMIM

TPTTH .



But

Cheque in Mail When Teach­
ers’ Salaries Withheld by 

Reeve William Crouch

|RELIEF MONEY IS
ALSO DUE TODAY

“Only this afternoon Reeve Wil­
liam Crouch and myself talked over 
the whole matter, and I told him 
that cheques for the teachers* sal- 

w. T .ary grants to the municipalities had 
already been put in the "mail and

minion Government. 'The Provin­
cial Government on Monday began 
mailing the individual agreements 
to some sixty British Columbia j 
municipalities. In respect to Saan­
ich, its, agreement was plaeed in the 
hands of the municipal clerk yes­
terday.

NO DELAY
The Minister of Finance made it 

clear that the Government decision 
still held and that Saanich had 
only to'present its agreement, duly 
signed, and it would get action with­
out delay.

Saanich, as a matter of fact, has 
not only drawn benefits under the 
National Employment plan, but has 
been directly aided by considerable 
Provincial Government road work 
in the area and also by Federal 
road work in regard to Observatory 
Road on Little Saanich Mountain. 
The Provincial Government itself j 
has taken hundreds of men from1 
the municipality for work on Pro­
vincial highways this Fall.

At last night's meeting of the 
Saanich Council the agreement on, 
relief tvork was read and the coun­
cil expressed surprise that the total 
had been cut from $50,000 to $47,500.) 
Reeve Crouch said that the munici-! 
pality had received no money from 
the Government so far and that the 
overdraft at the bank already ex­
ceeded by $20,000 the municipality's1

enjoys Lull
Municipal Problems May Be 
Subject of Early Govern­

ment Pronouncement

that cheques for the pari-mutuel 
distribution and liqupr profits would 
be in the hands of the municipali­
ties before the end of the year.”

Hon. J. W. Jones, Minister of Fi­
nance, last night made this declar­
ation when questioned regarding 

I the action of Reeve. William Crouch 
[in suspending teachers' cheques be- 

he alleged, the Government 
| had not made payments on their 
grants and the bank would not ex­
tend the overdraft

OVERDRAFT $85,000 
Reeve Crouch, at a special meet- 

ling of the Saanich Council, held 
last night, said tlie municipality's 

[relief appropriation had been cut to 
[$47,500 and that, unless the Gov­
ernment made payments on the re- 

j lief work and grants, Saanich would 
[be faced with an overdraft at the 
end of the year of $85,000, of which 

| $57,000 would be due to-nonpayment 
of Government moneys.

Officials of the Provincial Go vern­
it were at a loss to account for 

[the ./Ctlon of Reeve Crouch in re­
porting to his council on relief mat­
ters. While the reeve, in address- 
ling council, had attempted to lay 
blame at the door of the Provincial 
Government for Saanich difficul­
ties, Mr. Jones made it clear that 
Saanich had been given the utmost 
consideration on relief matters. 

CHEQUE PROMISED 
‘T made it plain, I thought, to 

]| Reeve Crouch that if Saanich signed 
the agreement tonight and returned 
it in the morning (that is Wednes­
day morning), the Provincial Gov­
ernment would have a cheque ready 
for Saanich by the. same night, and 
to this end would make special ar- [ 
rangements to check the necessary j 
vouchers,” the Minister of Finance

Affairs of government moved 
quietly for the Province yesterday, 
with half of the Cabinet absent on 
business or through ill health. Pre­
mier Tolmie, Hon. N. S. Lougheed, 
Hon. S. L. Howe, Hon. W. A. Mc- 
|Kenzie and Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe 
Were at their desks as usual.

Hon. R. W. Bruhn and Hon. J. W. 
Jones paid flying visits to their 
constituencies in the Interior. Hon. 
R. H. Pooley, K.C., and Hon. Wil­
liam Atkinson were suffering with 
colds taken at the Christmas season, 
but expect to be about again 
shortly.

REVISE ESTIMATES 
The period between Christmas 

____ _ and New Year’s coincides with a
leira! limit wi'V» *wT O™__s , ■ l1111 ln demands on the Govern-
«M3 to y 01 !nent’s “»e. the respite being taken

by all departmental heads as an 
CHEQUES HELD UP opportunity to revise their esti

Reeve Crouch said he had con- mates for the next fiscal year, an<
ferred with the manager of the —--------------- -
Bank of Montreal and had been

to make sonie headway on suggest 
legislation for the next session. i 

• Officials of the Works Department' 
were busy mailing municipal agree­
ments for relief programmes, and 
those of the Finance Department 
were at work on the distribution of 
liquor profits and pari-mutuel re­
ceipts by cheques to the various 
municipalities.

Delegations, usually heard at the 
rate of four or five a day, dropped 
to a low minimum, and the routine 
of government moved smoothly for­
ward, without excitement.

MUNICIPAL REVENUES
Early in the new year an an­

nouncement is expected of what the 
Government intends to do in rela­
tion to grants to municipalities in 
the fiscal year 1932-33. Those from 

, the Department of Education, it has 
already been intimated, will bej 
materially less.

It is considered likely, however, 
that any reduction in cash grants 
to be received by the municipalities 
next year will be made up ln addi-l 
tional revenue opportunities to bel 
placed in the hands of these centres. 
Just what form these measures will 
take has not yet been outlined, but 
the principle of direct municipal 
collection is believed to be a part of 
the plan.

told that no further extending of, 
the overdraft could be granted until! 
the matter w*j taken up at head-1 
quarters. In view o! this, thSj 
reeve said, he had held up thej) 
teachers' cheques, amounting In all 
to $12,000. His action was con­

curred in by the council.
Provision had been made, how­

ever, to pay relief workers on Thurs-j 
day night by holding back other ac- 
fcounts.

The council decided to sign the| 
relief programme agreement, but 
declined to accept the Provincial 
Government’s offer of financing, it1 
being felt the municipality could do 
this better itself. AU^relief work 
will cease on Thursdtt, but im­
provements to Observatory Road| 
.will be resumed on January 4.

Co/on /jV~ 
Xjcv*1 /0.

SAYS CREDIT 
MPPU

Hon. J. W. Jones Scores T.D. 
Pattullo for Mainland At­

tack on Ministry

OBLIGATIONS REDUCED
“We do not owe the bank $10,000,- 

000 as alleged by Mr. Pattullo. Our 
obligations to the bank are $3,500,- 
000 less than they were when the

The fact is self-evident to anyone| Government, of which Mr. Pattullo 
who-reads the newspapers. Hence.! was a member, handed over the, 
ft is extremely unfortunate for the business of the province to the Tol- j 

L of British Columbia, during |jmie Government, 
universally critical times, that 
* ider of the Opposition should 

ly distort the condition of
___.^jovincial finances in a futile
attempt at self-aggrandizement," 
continued the Minister of Finance.

“No Government contemplated! 
the sudden change in international! 
finances encountered with all gov­
ernmental financing today, and ' 
hardly think that the Leader of the]

“With respect to-short term fl-i; 
nanclng, when this Government as-' 
sumed office there was outstanding- 
approximately $22,000,000 which 
matured within six months, all of 
which could have been disposed of 
on long term issues at most attrac­
tive prices. However, due to the; 
procrastination of the late Govern-. 
ment, and in spite of the most emi­
nent advice to go to the market for 

Opposition could foresee what was| long term issues, they failed to do

"W« w doing our utmost to ex-L Getegerisal Answer to________
--------- ..------- -------- - -'«wilted to T. D. Pattullo, Lead'

of the Oc—■**— mm "
we have gone more than had 

II way to meet Saanich to the diffll 
|culty. Reeve Crouch has been 
| «instant communication with 

* end knew the facts.

Hon. j. w,

belief appropriation

explained further
had been gi 

by Federal
an

It must be cleadîi.^ made In a recent
more thaï .e1’”1

not apparent to the most eminent 
experts of the world. Therefore, it 
is not only absurd but extremely1 
childish to blame this or any other 
Government for the existing state 
of world-wide conditions.

“One day the Leader of the Op­
position speaks in glowing terms of 
the recuperative powers of British 
Columbia; the next day, with politi­
cal motives, he endeavors to em­
barrass the Tolmie Government. 
One day he states that he would do 
nothing to injure the credit of this 
province, and then, with a very sud­
den and convenient lapse of mem­
ory, emphatically does so," Mr. 
Jones continued.

HOW IT BALANCED 
"Mr. Pattullo is quoted as saying: 

‘The first thing that the Liberal 
Government did was to take steps 
to balance our budget.’ It is in­
teresting to recall that during 
nearly twelve years in office the 
Liberal Government had only two 
small surpluses aggregating $452,124,

| compared with ten deficits aggre­
gating $17,109,399, or a net deficit 
during the period of $16,657,275.

by Mr.

Jones, Minister of Fl-| 
lay, In a" prepared'

, ch was Issued with 
of the Provincial Gov-! 

The statement charged! Ü3Mr- PAttulto with an etteck on thef 
, CTedlt ot the province,,ani repudl-"P0*®4 Mr-Jones con-ated assertions as to ltd financial 
I chided. standing.

The statement issued of the Public Works De-Jones was as follows:
Hnl* "The recently reported remarks of

le Leader of, the Opposition at 
a. &ncouver concerning the finances MtWjof this province were most untimely 

put lr unwarranted and calculated to lm- 
»e credit o: British Columbia. ” 5? «?ï5fTWere U not tor 01,8 toot the 

W-500 lr innuendoes and misleading 1 
---------- ootid be tieegai

«fftei-
Obvlouoly the finances

Expenditures during that period Iroee from $9,349,000 per annum in 
1917-1918, to $26,580,400, In 1928-29. t "In view of this I think Mr. Pat- 

jitullo would be well advised to be 
more circumspect in his criticisms, 
especially when he refers to the 
Tolmie Government, ‘indulging In a 
mad orgy of spending.’ He is either 
conveniently forgetting or disre­
garding facts when he forgets to 
mention that the gross public debt 
of this province as at March 31, 
1917, was $25,521,860, and that the 
liability handed over to the Tolmie 
Government in August, 1928k j* 
Increased to a total oi $117,4»Sfc" 
said Mr. Jones.

"Mr. Pattullo advocates 
policy, apparently also

loss to the Lj

IfU
a land

with a resultant 
province of $2,598,702.

“The amount of our own short 
term financing, which has been 
done at exceedingly low interest 
yields, is much less than that of 
the former Government. The last 
provincial loan, a five-year term is­
sue, was purchased in May last at; 
a cost not exceeding 4.29 to thef 
province.

"In dealing with the exchange 
situation the Dominion Government, 
has come to the assistance of a.11 f! 
provinoes, not only British Colum- 

l bla, in connection with New York 
maturities. As I have already said, 
the condition is one over which no 
Government has any control. This 
province has no maturities falling 
due in New York until December, t 
1932, and these are for a compara- [ 
tively small amount which were f 
floated there some two years ago. j 

UNWARRANTED ASSERTION 
“The unjustified insinuation of 

the Leader of the Opposition that 
we are using trust funds is very 
misleading. With regard to the 
Superannuation Fund and Teach­
ers' Superannuation Fund these

1 contributions are all invested as and 
when the receipts come in, allow­
ing only sufficient cash to pay out 
the monthly vouchers. To date all 
funds available are invested. All 
other funds, such as Official Guard­
ian, Intestate Estates, Suitors’ 
Funds and Liquor Funds are dealt 
with strictly in accordance with 
statutory authority. The inference 
lof the Leader of the Opposition is, 
therefore, entirely unwarranted,' 
Mr. Jones declared.

"It is very much to be regretted 
that, in critical times such as we

■are passing through, Mr. Pattullo 8 
should stand out so conspicuously g

that the Ï80 for8etting (among the men in public life today
was a of wl*kh he (throughout Canada as the sole and

expend $26JumveZ ^ necessary[Rentable example of a politician,I 
pen $26,580.399 in ioqooa (who, thinking more of hlpiself than} 

of the welfare of our people, shouRfl 
*oop to criticize in the manner he 
has ^adopted the financial stability I 

tlsh Columbia. One mayf 
tl»e columns oi the press to«

JaS-SttESSto volume so



PAÎTULLO FAVORS '1b. C. Election I
AID FOR SETTLERS ! nfe,sTip

Declares Unemployed NeedUnemployed 
of Assistai!Measure ot Assistance 

To Get Started.
T~. p-. Pattulo, leader of the Lib- 

fj*1 ln British Columbia has
Issued the following statement:
I n^dihth?fenm?e which
nohîï ™ a vl8°rou8 land settlement 

5°?*>red by the Dominion 
to conjunction and oo-op- eratlon with the province and the two 

ehouId ^ carried out! 
” T*p*per despatches state that In 
aVOttïL^Z. aug*Mtlon » high official 
a tSfw t ™ad,® a statement that such 
a ^Vpy.hsd already been Inaugurated
42oonhm.»Urlng Iaat tone months 
4^000 men, women and children had 
been placed upon the land without cost 
to the government.
fj™? the good; the benefits
î0®,1.??.1 J?® Increasingly felt, and It 
is wel! that the pubUc should have the 
Information. It should be pointed out, 
however, that this does not fully meet 
the suggestion made by me. The 42 000 
persons referred to , as having been 
placed without cost to the government 
must have had some means. To assist 
In solving the unemployment problem 
I have stated that of the large number 
of unemployed, a very considerable 
number could be placed on the land 
with benefit to themeslevs and the state, 
but obviously they must have a measure 
of assistance until they can get their 
land Into production.

"I am not aware that any concerted 
action along this line has been taken 
The problem of land settlement should 
be dealt with ln generous scale upon 
a continuous basis, and public pro­
nouncement should be made in respect 
thereof from time to time ln order to 
reassure the public mind."

\$20jm,000 “ Wasted” By 
j Tolmie Government, j 

He Charges.

Co/ox'/ sT~.-

C75-/7 /* '/&*■

BUMEY
Length of Legislative Ses­

sion Depends on Desire 
of Members

PRINCE RUPERT, Jan. 14.—At thef 
annual meeting of the Prince! j 
Rupert Liberal Association, T. D/j 
Pattullo, leader of the Liberal party j 

ln British Columbia, and member for i 
the district, made a fighting speech In 
which he roundly attacked what he 
characterized as the Incompetency of 
the Tolmie administration. He declared; 
that ln 1916 the Liberal administration 
had been called upon to pull the coun­
try out of its financial difficulties, so 
now he expected to be called upon to 
do the same and bring back prosperity 
to the province. While he did not 
crave the position, somebody had to 
clean up the situation, and he was 
prepared to do It, he said.

Mr. Pattullo declared that the pres­
ent government experiment had cost 
the province more than $20,000,000 
that had been wasted. Road machin­
ery had been purchased, and there now 
was no money to operate it. Camps 
had been built, and there was no 
money to utilize them. He charged 
that there had been an outrageous orgy 
of partisan expenditures, and asked 
why it was that, even ln the city of 
Prince Rupert, some party magnate 
was lording It over the others, and not 
allowing a man to get a Job without 
applying to him and Joining the party. 
The government today owed the bank 
more than $10,000.000, and was In the 
disgraceful situation where Its cheques 
had to be held back because there was 
no money to pay them, he said.

While the government had from fif­
teen to eighteen months of legal life, 
Mr. Pattullo said he believed it would 
go to the country this year, forced to 
do so by the financial situation. Dur­
ing the coming session, the opposition 
would demand an investigation into the 
employment and financial situation, 
and put all the members on record 
In regard to it.

Finally, the speaker said that it had 
been rumored that he would seek a 
seat ln Southern British Columbia, but 
he assured them that, If Prince Rupert 
wished to have him as a candidate, he 
would stay right here. He suggested 
it would be a rather nice thing to 
extend his sixteen years of representa­
tion Into twenty.

If Sold P.G.E. Must 
Be Constructed Into 
Peace, Says Premier

Completion of Line at Both Ends Will Be One of 
Terms in All Negotiations—Legislature 

Must Ratify Any Agreement

VANCOUVER, Jan. 22.—Completion1 of* the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway, both into the Peace Rivet area and into 
North Vancouver, definitely will be one of the terms' 

under which the railway will be sold, Premier S. F. Tolmie
declared here tonight.________________

Premier was en roule to Vic-i
toria after addressing the fruit 
growers at Vernon.
[for the Capital.

Tomorrow morning the 
and his committee will discuss 

j terms of sale with the representa­
tives of one of the several bidders! 
for the railway.

NO DETAILS BEADY 
Dr. Tolmie stated, however, that 

they were by no means on the verge 
of a sale yet, and for this reason he 
[could not divulge any details as toi 
who was making the offer or what 
was being offered.

For one thing, the Premier ex­
plained, the Government must be 
thoroughly convinced of the re­
sponsibility and financial backing

knew they had to work to be suc- 
He left later cessful, and that if they failed they 

did not have a Government to fall 
Premier back on.

RESPECT TO FLAG 
The Premier did not see why an 

outcry should be raised about Hon. 
Joshua Hihchliffe, Ministér of Edu­
cation, and "flag waving." Surely, 
he suggested, teaching the young­
sters to respect the flag can do no 

' harm. For many of the young for­
eign settlers in the country, he be­
lieved, it was an excellent plan to 
teach them what the flag stood for. 
Waving the flag and saluting it wi 
at least harmless, he said, and in] 
many cases might do a great dealp 
of good.

Personally, the Premier declared,

Britisher, and was glad to pay re­
spect to the flag any time.

1 before a deal can be; was pr0ud of being a British Co-'
lumblan' a Canadltm' and a g00d

|to be submitted to the Legislative 
j Assembly for consideration.

AID FOR UNEMPLOYED 
Regarding relief arrangements for] 

unemployed. Dr. Tolmie is hopeful 
I that the men ln camps can be put 
to work again very shortly. A com­
mittee now is considering this mat­
ter. He could nqt yet say what 
hours the men will work or whatr 
the remuneration will be, but hej 
intimated it would be sufficient forj

While Government plans for leg­
islation to be introduced at this ses­
sion of the Legislature will not be 

.tjffll revealed until they are disclosed to 
a caucus of Conservative members, 
a desire for a short and intensive 
working session was evident in of-' 
ficlalÜircles yesterday. The budget, 
it is indicated, will be brought down 
early and will be accompanied by 

■ the Government’s programme of 
I other legislation in rapid order.

Spokesmen for the Government 
■made it clear that they have no 
■intention of avoiding a second sit- 
■ting of the Legislature after the 
■Easter holidays if this is found nec- 
lessary; on the other hand, many 
■believe that the business to go be- 
Ifore the House can be disposed of 
■before Easter. Night sittings may 
■be employed early in the period to 
■expedite the passage of bills before 
|the House.

Members on the Government side 
■said no attempt would be made to 
■muzzle criticism, a certain amount 
■of which appears to be indispensable 
|to the usual course of 
■On the other hand, the public, it is 
I believed, is in no temper to stand 
■for two-hour harangues about griev- 
■ances which may have existed in 
■the dim annals of history, and the 
■raking up of which will contribute 

lothlng to the solution of an en- 
Itlrely different set of problems of 
■today.

Champion long-distance orators 
the Legislative Assembly 

r to be bridled by their political 
hieftains early in the session, 

■with twenty-seven working days be­
fore Easter there will be Ilf 
nor verbal displays in the face of aj 

inuine programme of 
1 waiting to ‘

IAH DICK QUITS 
IS TOM TREASURER

:riends Claim He Was Dis- ] 
satisfied With Conduct 

Qf Association.
VICTORIA, Jan. 19.—William Dick.

M.LA., of Vancouver, has resigned as 
treasurer of the British Columbia Con­
servative Association. His resignation 
was announced here today by Lindley
Crease, K.C., president, who said he , . -------—‘«“‘«o
had received a telegram from Mr. Dick, £***:by dlnt.................. 01 nam work and nernslratinn Thogiving no reason for his retirement.

Mr. Dick’s closest political friends 
here said that he had been dissatis­
fied for a long time with the conduct 
of the association, particularly its 
finances. He threatened to resign last 
year If the cause of his complaints 
were not removed. At the recent 
Nanaimo meeting of the association 
he was ré-elected by acclamation along 
with all the other officers.

The Nanaimo convention ordered the 
provincial executive to form a com­
mittee to confer with XKincqpver Con­
servatives on the Internal difficulties 
of the party there. This has not yet 
been done, but action will be taken

[them to pay their board and some­
thing over to buy smokes and socks. 
In this way» he said, the men would 
not feel that they were the objects 
of charity.

Furthermore, he added, the work 
done on the roads will be worth 
something to the province also.

CLEARING FARM LAND
He expressed agreement with tile 

I proposal of the Minister of Land, 
Hon. Nels Lougheed, that some of 
the unemployed be put to work] 
partially clearing suitable agricul­
tural lands ln the Fraser Valley. He 
was not in accord, however, with 
any suggestion that men be placed 
wholesale on the land to work as 
farmers.

Great discrimination, he stated, 
must be shown in actually placing 
men on the land. They must 
demonstrate their adaptability for 
farming, and he intimated that 
some financial resources were 
necessity.

At Vernon, he remarked, 
pointed out that the older farmers

. w*k «id Perpetration. The 
attitude of some of the present 
generation, he said, had rather 
suggested they might be antl-per- 
splrationists. When the older farm­
ers first went on the land they

.'V
'

'
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