


"Anarchy doesn'l meOll OIU of cOlllrol;;t
means out ofthe;' c01llrol, .. •• Jim Dodge,
American bWJ.-regionalist1

Traditionally, anarchists have relied on
lWO main strategies to bring about social
change: syndicalism and propaganda of
lite tked. Syndicalism involves the
organizing ~ syndicaus or trade unions.
their federation into"one big union", the

comroI, and where ....... is the stuff that is
put on display in "museums". AJUOIIOmOMS
clUtll.Tes permit the individual 10
participate in and orJbenefil from the
ongoing process of "cultural selectioo"4,
and 10 organize themselves on a
"subsistence" basis •• able to produce for
their own needs independently of the
fonnal economy (see "Shrinking the
Economy" in KIO MI5). Members of
autonomous cultures do not eat corporate
deathburgers, wear designer jeans, get
lheir rocks off li.stening 10 heavy metal ~
walChing "Porky's" or "Friday the 13lh,

N;CllTOIIMJ ....To,edter. StICh
iNIi,ertOMS clllhuu Itrivillg witJIiJt
domillDlllSOCieties for tltdr aMIoNHrry
ItarJe been called 1M FOIITUI World."
• edilOriaI, T/w N... CIlIIl/1SI6

All over the globe, capitalism (and
"communism") are seeking 10 replace
autoncmous culture with domesticated
culture. In the words of Peter Berg.
"Global Monoculture dictates English
lawns in the desen., business suits in
indonesia, orange juice in Siberia. and
hamburgers in New DeihL'" Thousands

ways d Io<*ing .. lhe wcrId. dilfemu
values, dilfemu S)'SIeDIS of "'1·
government, different perspectives 00 life
and on what cootribules to its quality.
Every time one ~ Ihese cultures dies. it's
like John Donne's poem ...... if a clod be
washed away by the sea, Europe is the
~ss": we lose the possibility of
transcending our own culture, of
appraising it critically. and of opting for
different lifeways.

TIarft KiDds of Auloaomous Cuhurts

It is useful to distinguish dlree k.inds of
autonomous cultures: ;ndigetwMS. folk,
and cOJUl/er-clUlurai. Indigenous cultures
are those Fourth W~ld cultures referred
to above. TIley are tribally-based, and
have lived by hunting and gathering.
herding and nomadism. or by means of
horticulture. TItey occupy specific hie-.
regions, and have an animistic cosmology.
TItey tend 10 have a ceiebratory altitude
IOwards life which contrasts sharply with
"honkyism". Hontyism is a disease of
Northern Europe characterized by sexual
repression. alienation from the body. a
fondness for the anificial, an obsession
with material goods, and a wiUingness to

make a fool of oneself in order to gel that
brand new refrigerator ("Let's Make A
Deal". etc.). If you've ever gone 10 a
funeral or a wedding, you know about
honIcyism. Las Vegas, Nevada is the
Mecca of bonkyism.

By contrast, indigenous peoples possess
dignity and Style. One might say they
come by it "natwally". I remember seeing
a mm in fltSt year anthropology aboul the
Nuer of Sudan. I was captivated by their
grace and sensuousness. Indigenous
cultures·· under assault allover the globe
•• still have much 10 teach, especially in
relation 10 understanding the ecological
crisis. As Jay Mason, Native activist. has
said. -People know we have to respect the
tanh and hwnan life. It's noc. idealistic
and utopian. We have 10 respecalife. It's
our ancient knowledge. We've taught
whites just about everything else - com,
beans, squash, couon, rubber, how 10
govern. Now this too." IO

,Folk cultures are those which have
existed under conditions of feudalism or
despotism. bul which have maintained
strong community roots. and their
relationship 10 the soil. Folk cultwes 
primarily or peasants -- are cIIanc:IaUled
by colourful <kess, their _ lestivals

e~~ti~j~+tht"ill~fthl ~A Nb~the1tf\HffirJAti
_ • ...-.-J~ ..... _._ oF' Aan: m" on video, and, as much as or unique eullUres have been IOSL 'The

\be means of production, and the possible, avoid working as data COb)' Beothuk, the Caribs, the Yahgans. the
establishment of systems of self-managed clerks, doing telemarketing, or scrubbing Yahis. aborigines of Tasmania. the more
production. "Propaganda of the deed" bathrooms at McDonald's. The use of the than one Amazonian hundred tribes
involves anarchist militants engaging in tenn "domesticated" is deliberate. Like decimated in the sixleenth century -- these
direct action against persons or propeny household petS, domesticated peoples are among the peoples that have
with the aim of empowering people and have had the "wildness" bred out of them, disappeared II the hands of European
making society increasingly and are dependent on handouts from culture.
ungovernable. While it is beyond the benevolent mastel'S. This is not always With the rise of the nation-Sleue, even
scope of this article 10 discuss these evident because of the shimmer of gold uaditional peoples in Europe have been
Slrategies in detail, each is problematic in plating on our dog chains. forced to give up their language and
its own way. Autonomous peoples have resisted customs. Only a centW)' ago, Scouish and

The problem with syndicalism is that assimilation. They have had to be dragged Welsh children were beaten in school for
the traditional wort.ing class, shrinking in kicking and screaming into "civilization". using their native Gaelic tongue (this
size, no longer commands strategic power This is understandable in the case of same practice in relation to Native
in the economy. Moreover, it has become Africans and Indians who chosc to children was carried out in Ontario until
domest;caluJ, i.e. has very little of ilS own commit suicide rather than submit to the 1940's), and bagpipes were outlawed
culture and tradition 10 nourish a radical slavery. But even where autonomous temporarily in Scotland during the
coosciousness.2 peoples have been offered houses and eighteenth century.8 In Czechosovakia

TIte probiem wilh "propaganda of the money in exchange for their "insecure" today, the Prag~ Jazz Section, an
deed" is thai. it lends 10 speak to the and "poverty·stricken" way of life, many· important prqx>nent of avant.garde
already converted. and doesn't educate • like the Navajos at Big Mountain or the culture, is being suppressed. As Czech
and empower those not alrcady Gypsies in Europe •• have chosen to retain emigre writer. Josef Skvoreclry has
convinced. Moreover, it lands the best previous lifestyles.5 Autonomous peoples pointed out, sponWX:OUS,libera1ory music
activisas in jail, and the public perception have always neeckd and valued freedom (largely African.dczived) has threalened
of spiralling "violence" and "disorder" can more than the bangles and baubles of a the Communists just as much as the
actually increase peoplc's tendency 10 put civilized world. fascists. because it promises 10 undermine
faith in Slale authority. the authoritarian character structure on

And then there's a third strategy: The Original "Cullures or which both systems are based.
radical populism, which advances its Resistance"; Aboriginal Peoples And yet the very cultures which
goals by building "cultures of resistance". colonialislS and nation.StaleS oppress have

WhaI are Ihese "cultures of resistance"? ....industrial society seeles to deslroy given the world uncountable treasures.
Picture culture as a continuwn. At the one aborig;nal culuues....this ;s 1be Indians of the Western Hemisphere
eAtreme is domesl;caled culture; at the historically what the process of have contributed up to one-half of the
Olber, OJllOlIOmoUS culture. Gene LisilZky ;ndustrialisatwn •• or 'c;vili"zolwn' •• food crops of the entire globe: com, aU
hu written of one autonomous culture, has alWGP done. The alienated, bul two variety of beans. p:>tatoes,
the Hopi, in the foUowing Ienns: lhey Uulivwualed, and centralized pseudo. tomalOeS, squash, pumpkins, celery,
all dance. EvC'Z)'OllC is both an artist and a culture of the ;ndJ£strial stale. world- peppers. avocados, peanUlS. rhubarb.
pricsL Everyone has the opportunily to wilk, can only arise from lhe melons. sunflowers, tapioca, buckwheal.
express both himself and the common lkstructwn of coherent. integrated vanilla. maple syrup, chocolate, popcorn.
desire, and everyone has the responsibility cOmmwtities and cultures. The and non-food prodocts like cotton and
for helping to direct nature in the path it resistance of such cullures to this IObacco.9 From African-based cultures,
should take."3 process htJs occurred since history we have gotten music forms like rock,

ConIJ3St this with our domesticated began and cont;,,~s to lhis day 1101 reggae, jazz, soul, soca. mariachi, and
aaIture where people go to concerts just;" North America but ;n Norway. gospel ··10 name but a few.
struaurcd like fascist pep rallies, where New aaland and AusuaUa as weU as But. more imponantJy than food or
Ibe Pope tells us it's a sin 10 use birth ;" cOlUllriU of lite Tltird World, like music, indigenous cultures have different
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Nahue dek&Gtu e"teri~ tile United Nat;OIU HeadqUGrlert
i" Ce"eClll- I" rhe word. ofone delepu: "We 1114)' "et'm
,.moll yet-but we re",e..e"t the CUpirariOIU of miUiotU _d
miUioru ofpeopk-,.mall MhOIU which will he rec~ed. ..

bart< badt '" popnism. and lhey reIain
Ycstigial fonns of village self·
government. Their music - "Colk music~ .
• has cenain common feauues whether in
lhe fonn of jigs, reels, waltzes or polkas.
Bill Devall and George Sessions. aulhors
of _P E<oIou. have d=ribed Ihe
Wesu:m "minority tradition", which
includes folk cultures. as being
"docenb'll1ized. oon-lUerarchical. [and]
democralic," and as possessing such
charac1Crislics as ~small·scalecommunil~

local autonomy, mutual aid. self
regulation and non-violence. ~ 11

CounlCt..cultures emerged within the
belly of the beast. Unlike folk cultures.
which lend to be the preponderant cullUre
even where subjected to feudal norms,
counter<ultu:res rmd themselves in a
hostile environment. a'C often based in
urban areas, and .. bound lOgethcr by
ideologic8l. nuher _ geographical. ties_
These ties range from religion (as wilh the
non-conforming "congregationalisr." seclS
of the English revolution) lO music. dress
and common values (as in the case of
punks and hippies) '" a combination of all
of1beoe (as in die case of Rastifariaos).12

Increasingly. lOJUlllOlllOUS cuhun:s of all
kinds are camillg 10 recognize they have a
lot in common, and are beginning to fonn
al1ianc<s. Faced willi poIIulion !wards
and the dimination of species. indigenous
and folk cultures are banding together 10
fight for me preservation of the ceo
sySICIDS ... which Iheir lives depeud They
.. being joined by counl«-cuJlUnl1is1s
who recognize Iheir kinship willllhe earth
and all iIs emuures. All du<e IypCS of
IUIOOOmOUS cultures are linked by their
desire 10 prescn'C cultural diversity and·
.......y in Ihe face of Ihe "Global
Monoculture". In ocher words. we are
seeing the cmcrgence of cullUJ'e of a new
&ype - cullures. in order 10 survive. a'e

becomlog """"'-,. potiDcaI. Ukewise.
plIilicII _ faced wilh Ihe

necasi1y 10 "m, in" for Ihe Ioog haul and
rumU1heir memI>as' needs. are becoming
..... cuIIuraI.

Tbe EmerJfllU 01 the Plandariat

What 1rtlw tMy done to I~ earth?
What have tMy tJone to 01lT fair
sister?

Ravaged apd pllUUlered and ripped
hulJlldbilh.r,
Stuck her with knives in the side of
.hedawn
And lied her wilh fences and dragged
Iter dowN.
I heQf' a vuy gelltle sow
Willi yow ear dowII to tlte growuJ...
We WCUIl die 'WOrld 0IId ~ waN

it...NOW!

- Jim Morrison

1 call this convergence of autonomous
cultures the "planetaria1". One of the
characlerislics of the planetariat is
exemplified by the slogan, "think
globally, act locally." As bio-regionalist
Peter Berg says, "There's no effective
way to f~ion regard for the planelary
biosphere without auention to the distinct
regions lhat make it up. For our heads to
be everywhere. our feet have to be some
place." 13 The planelaria1 is a unity-in
diversity. "Without the partS there can be
no whole. The pans must, therefore, not
only be retained but encouraged to pursue
their I181Wa1 diversity." 14

1 have chosen four groups to illustrate
this process of coo""'llence: Ihe Founh
World, Ihe peace and ecology movements.
feminism. and the youth and "bohemian"
coumer<uJlUteS.

Founh World peoples are ... Ihe front
lines of die suuggJe between Ihe
planelaria1 and Ihe leChnocnlCY.
Everywhere, their ancestral lands are
under attack from a system whose
voracious appetite induces it to gobble up
everything it can get its hands on. From
the Amazon rain forest to the Black Hills
of Soulll Dalr.0Ia, from die Poor Comers
area or the American Southwest 10 the
OUIet" islands of Indonesia. tribal peoples
are threatened with extinction and the loss
of their 1andbue. The lcnn "Fourth
World" was coined because it was found
that lhesc peoples had very different needs
and aspinllions from Iheir "Third World"
compalrioLs. The lauer, in some ways.
wUhed 10 emulale Ihe "development"
model oflhe West and. once in cootrol of
SIIIe power. often posed u much of a
_10 indigenous peoples as Ihe fonne<
coIonialisl powers. This 1enSion in values
is evident in the conflict between the
Sandinistas and Ihe Mistilo Indians of
Nicarqua's AdaIIlic .....

Indi...,.. peoples ha.. lqan 10 rmn
global alliances. 0rptiZlIIi00s lite Ihe
World Coouw:U of11fdi1e..... 1'«>pks and
the Uttiled NtllitHts WortiIIr Group 011

IndireMlIS PopMlations have rome into
existence, and groups like ClIJtllTai
Survival and SJlTVivalllllernolionoJ have
been formed 10 aid indigenous peoples by
publicizing their situation and by
providing them with resources.lS

Because of the scope of the ecological

crisis, and the global nature of the arms
race, the peace and ecology movements of
our time are also international. Of
particular importance is the emerging
global non-aligned peace movement
which is opposed 10 the division of the
world inlO superpower blocs. It believes
in pcopIe-lO-people initiatives, and is
developUtg netWorb of support and
communication between peace activists,
East and West.16 The peace movements
of the East bloc countries have their roots

in the youlh/bobemian counter-cultures
that have survived or emerged under
conditions of state "socialism". Each
movement has a distinctly national
character, and is usually concerned with a
whole array of issues ranging from peace
and ecology to hmnan rights and anistic
freedom. Many of these groups wort.
under the wnbrel1a of the organized
church because, in one group's words,
-the ecclesiastical selling provides the
only possible public arena fIX' peace work
independent of the state." Such grassroots
movements are of particular importance
because they challenge the myth of
-monolithic unity" in the "Communisl"
COUI'lIries cultivated by reactionaries in
boIh blocs, and point to the fact that
ordinary people have more in common
willi each """" 1han lhey do willi Ihe~

respective rulers.
Increasingly, the ecology movement has

been tra.MCending national boundaries as
well. Greenpeace, born out of an
intemalional campaign against an
Wlderwater U.S. nuclear test. has since
grown into an organization with branches
in sevenlCen counuies. As Greenpeace has
become increasingly bureaucratized and
conservative, co-founders like Paul
Watson have split ofT 10 fann direct action
groups like the Sea Shepherd
COlUerva'io" Socul)!. When Watson, who
pursues a slrategy of "aggressive non
violence", interferes with the slaughter of
sea animals through disabling fIShing
vessels and destroying processing plants•
he declares himself", be merely fulfilling
his "planelary obligalion" '" defend life
on earth. For him, the "laws of nabIre"

supersede the laws or nation-states when
it comes to defending victims of corporate
and govemmenw greed. 17

Another instance of inlernalional
collaboration is the current campaign
qaiDSl the desIrucCioa of rain Corrsu,
willi special .....,Iion being paid ., Ihe
role of Ihe World Bank and Ihe fast food
companies. IS Though not concemcd
exclusively with peace and ecology
issues, the Green movement is another
example of an inumationa1 current which
shares a common SCI of values and
ideology in several dispersed parts of the
globe. GrteIl PoUtks: The Global
Promise by Charlene Spretnak: and Friljof
Capra (Dulloo Press. New York, 1984) is
a basic -- though flawed -- source of
further information on this impol'Wll
movement

1be women's movement has also
become increasingly global in recent
years. Though rent by conOiclS over race
and class, there are numerous examples of
women cooperating internationally 10
fight abuses like genital mutilaLion (see
KIO *18) and fO<CCd su:rilization.
lbough not exclusively a "women's
issue", the boycott of Nestles is an
example of people responding to
multinationa1 exploitation of nursing
mothers. In addition, there is concern
aoout multinationals dumping unsafe
methods of blrth control, such as the
Dalkon shield and the drug Depo-Provera,
in Third World countries. lbe women's
peace camp movement and the
demonslnllions at the Penlagon by WOMt'1i

and Life 011 Earth are further examples of
this trend_
And. finally. 1hele is ...prec<dented
cooperation occWTing between punks and
others who correspond with each other
through publications like Maximum
Rock'. Roll and exchange albums and
lapCS around Ihe globe. Amazingly
enough, the punt movement is one of the
nxm inIricaIdy networked of Ihe
movements we have discussed so f., and
a _Ie component of Ihe sonss and
anicles produced by it deal with issues of
war. racism, global exploiWion, and

animalliberaJion -- 10 name but a few (see
"Multinational Death Corporation" in
KIO*'7).

CaD We LearD From Eacll Other?

As aulOOOmOUS cultures begin 10

cooperate, the basis is created for groups
to learn from one another, for cultw'a1
rigidities 10 break down. Already, whileS
are being challenged on their racism,
Rastas arc reexamining altitudes IOW8rds
women. Rastas and Native people are
discovering that they have a lot in
common musically and spiritually, and
Westerners arc leaming from the
ecological wUdom of indigCDOUS peeples.
When we meet one another, we are
pocentially meeting as cullUnl1 cquaIs 
confident or we are and yet open 10

learning from Ihe sumgths of """"
cuItun:s. For people of European origin.
this is particularly difflcult as we tend 10
exhibit Wesaem arrogance or develop an
inferiority complex based on the
honkyism of our own culture, and the role
imperialism plays in the lives of other
peoples. Some people respond by
becoming what the Chinese used to caD
-rate foreign devils- (Chinese who were
ashamed of their Olineseness and soughl
to behave like fcnigners). White radicals
become fake Nicaraguans, fake Indians or
fake Rastifarians. We have to respect
ourselves to respect others. We have to
discover our own cultural roots. 19

There 1ft au1OOOmOUS e1emenls in even
die honItiest of cultures. Amongst Ihe
English. 1hele is a love of tI8IUre and of
animals. and a belief in the right or aIIlD
walII: Ihrouah Ihe COUIlUy regardless of
boundaries. itself' a relic of the pncUce of
"the commons". Amongst Italians we fm4
a society which is intensely social and
~ arnorw.cr l<N....j,~ •

.... for life. _ soIidariIy and

afl'cetioa. and amongsl Jews we find a
_ Illlditioll of mutual aid. Even
0lrisImas and Eastor are vestigial forms
of ancient pagan holidays. Throughout
sociely, indigenous and folk elements
persist and can be presctved and expanded
upon. Of course, b"y as we mighl, for
white North Americans, much of our
herilage has been irrevocably IosI (for
lrish-Canadians. it may consist or green
beer on St Patrick's Day). But thai only
means that we have 10 work that much
harder to create a new culture. lbe hippies
did an admirable job in the 60's, the
punks are doing it today, and feminists
have also been quite successful al building
an alternative milieu. Only when we have
Ihe freedom to define our own cultural
identities, can we begin to challenge the
SIaluS quo and work for ilS u1tima1e
abolition. 20

POSTSCRIPT:

Laure A., in a letter in this issue, poses
the question: is .here an "untJduJteraJed,
underlyi"g NJ'lITe of luunanil)'." I wowld
argue .ltere is, .hoMgh, for tlte reasoIU
LaJUe e/UUnl/!raus, .his is impossible to
trove. I see Iuurtcut beings eu beiIIr
eltlJurNed willi siz major ftxlJh~s:

inlellec', imui.ion, tlte MIUU, will,
emotion, and desire. The tt«ds
corresponding to etxh are for ITlUh,
values, beauty, freedom, loW! and
satisfac.it;m. I" addition, two major
implllMs -- ilNJgillQtion and eros 
correspond to two ftuther tt«ds for Itope
and for s~lf~Skem.Whell peoph become
alieNJt~ from .heir own Meds, false
Meds ariu - Meds for QJUItoriry, power.
order and cOlllToI, MClU'ily, StQlllS,

waskfid COIUpi£1I01U COnswnptioll, aIId so
on. DomutictU~ clIJ'lITe and tlte
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On "lighting the eighth fire" an interview with

Traascribecl b, L. Susan Brown

TIt£ followill, iNO'View wilh Natiw
elder, An SoIoInmt. was co1tdllCr.ed in
Toroll1O ITy Roo Hayley. Q_ .,.n:
_ ITy Roo Hayky aNI AIuaodro
Dew»t. An Ittu 11«11 active willi life

ClIIItJdimI AlliaIIce ill Solid4riry willi
NtIIi"" P«>p/es (CASNPi, ill _-prison
tUttI prUolt SJIPPOf'I wort. and In setlin, up
CWIIVaJ alur1laliws for Native people. He
is of 1M lanislwlbe tribe. tJNJ lives MQT

Parry SoIUld, OIllOrio.

R.. ""ylo,., Wbal cIlaop have you
seen in Native people's auiIudes lOWatds
lbeir own cWlUre in yo..-liCetime?
Art SoIomoa: Well, 'Ne have been
devasI:alcd by the Cbristian civilized
society, but we're still here. What's
bappeued in Ihe past rlftcen years or so is
that our people are turning back to the
Native spiritual ways, seeing how
important it is 10 revive the language
again.

1bey have depended 10 a large extent
on govunmenL Now we have come 10 the
point where. in my perception, lheY'Je
seeing the government has nothing 10

offC'S except extinguishment of a people.
So the counlerpart to that is the
realizalion among lhe people foc a number
of years now thai. we have to learn again
who we are and what we are about as a
people. And that's right across the land.
So the language is important and also it's
importanl. at least in the minds of some
people, 10 Ieam Ihe language of "Ihe
man". which is a language of deception,
essentially, &hal's whaJ. it is. So, it is
Ia*ing beaa- all Ihe lime and I have
never been so c:ettain and so fum where
ifs all going.

Yau see we are lhe original people of
this land who were pul here, we didn't
come across lhe Bering Sb'aiL We were
put here, we are listening again 10 the
crcabon stories of people, that come from
the beginning. And the people are turning
more and more to the need for spiritual
nourishment Many of them have tried
many religions and a good many people
now doo.'t have any religion, or their
religion is DOt as significant as It once
was. Let's not condemn religion, but our

people are tmning away from that and
coming back and looIting hard at what our
ways are. There is DO questioo that We are
desIiIuIe. we·... go< 10 Ieam all of !hose
Ihinp opin. We doo', have 10 have Ihem
all qeIher before we come lOgether
ourselves.

For me the fmal meeting with the fU'Sl
ministers [Brian MuJrolte'y and 1M
provinciDl pnmiers - eeL) was proof for
me - whicb I didn"t need anyway - that it
is pointless to negotiate with government
because they have ooly me purpose and
Ihal is 10 grab every1hing Ihallhere is IefL
And those people who call lhemse1ves
Olristian and civilized wherever they
have put their hand on the earth and on
Ihe people of Ihe eanh anywb= they
ba... brought death 10 Ihe people and Ihe
land. Thal's why it is tbal people are so
concancd today about the environment
They have called it "progress" and
"development". We have another name
for il. which is the opposite, and that is
death and destruction. We only have to
look around us: just the air that we breathe
is proof of il. the water that we drink is
proofofit
RH: What kinds of things are native
people doing to strengthen their culture?
AS: What they are doing is they're going
bocIt 10 learning their language again and
particularly the spiritual ways. h's
phenomenal how fast that it is coming
together. The spirit people are moving
people, preparing, and what is essential to
that is to find the spiritual nourishment
We were given a way to respond to the
Creator. It has always been our
undersranding lhat we cannot hann what
belongs 10 Ihe Creator. II belongs 10 Ihe
Creator from Ihe beginning. and will
always belong to the Creator. We are not
the owners, we are the keepers of the land.
Our wort is to keep it into infinity. To
leave it more beautiful than when we
came.

So the people are turning back. to the
spirilUal, which really is the highest form
of Ihe potitical. The sacred parts ha",
been coming back. They were almost non
existent In facl. the ways of the Indian
people were almost ~xistern not very
far back. So Ibere's a whole renewal, a
renaissance, of 1ndian people coming back
to see that. it's not in the money, it's not in
Ihe possessioos Ihat Ihe reaJ Ihinp are,

Ihat happiness lies.
There's an awful b of suicide and

despair among many people because lhey
don't have access or they don't go to
where the teachings .e. Here's an
example here: the fltSl elden coofc:rence
Ihat they bad here r. co"'..<o<. ofNtIIiw:
elMrs Mid at 1M NaliW! Ce1lll'e ill
To'01tlo atlended by NatiW! lUId Mil·

NtIIi"" -" of 011 .gu _.J. and
somebody exp-essed the notion thai this
building [the NaliW! Centre - eeL) was
higher than the CN Tower for those three
days Ihat they wen: lOgether. The people
are listening. It was said in the prophecies
the time would come wbcn our young
people woold 00 longer lisIen to US, to the
oklcr ones. but it "'&$ also said that the
time would come wbcn our people would
ccme back again and ask. And that's what
they're doing.

One example in Canada is what is
called Alkali l...aU where it was almost
l()()% alcoholism. The people were totally
messed up. They had to start from the
bottom. Once they can't go down any
farther they realize they have to start
coming back up. So it was a woman and a
man who decided something had to be
done. They poun:d ak:ohol down Ihe sink
and they began 10 straighten themselves
OUL That's a very hard thing because you
know the truth is that if we want to
change the world, if we want to make it a
more beautiful place, then we have to
begin with us. You can't go out there and
make a more beautiful world. You have to
begin from inside. As individuals become
more beautiful people, that is the pattern,
and that is the recipe, and that is the
medicine that we have to use. I see to a
large extent people will go and loot for
the medicine. It's like going to a doctor,
when you're really in a bad shape, and
you ask the doctor for some medicine, and
the dockr wiD do his best ~ her best to
provide you with the medicine. Then if
you take the medicine and you go put it
on the shelf and you never use it,
obviously it's not going to help you. So
the medicine is there where the sickness
is, it's right there with every one of us.

So in Alkali Lalte, after having gone
right to the bottom, they began 10 come
up. It's an inspiration to see how a whole
people in a community began to suaighten
themselves OOL They chased the

businessman, Ihe free Inlder, 00' of Ihe
village and they boogtu him 00' and 1001<
it over themselves and they're a going
coocem, a going business now. They're in
control of Ibeir own destiny. There is very
tiule aIcoIlOOsm lhere, if lhete·s any lhete
oow.
RH: What province is that in?
AS: Thal's in British Columbia.
RH: It', clear 10 me Ihat unleas there is.
pro(oand~ R:VOIudon amongst
North Amc:ric:an peopl\, the way we
reIaIe 10 Ihe eanh and ...~ kind of cui....
and civilization we have is not going 10

change, it', not going to stqJ its
trajeclOt)'. Yoo say Ihat a lot of Nab...
people are coming back 10 the message .
AS: Not a lot, but a signifICant number,
but that's increasing more daily.
RH: Right. And is lhete "y indication
that non-Native people are beginning 10

pick up on that same message, are
beginning to recognize the profound
change needed in their own thinking?
AS: During TM Longelt Walk [0 march of
Nal;ve people. primmUy eltkrl, which
occlUTed in /977 from tM Well Coast 10
Washington, D.C. _. cd.) there were these
Buddhist monks who accompanied us,
wearing only sandals in the soow and the
rain. They had an undctstanding which
was sort of like a puphesy that the Native
people of the Western hemisphere would
give the leadership. We would become, in
fac~ Ihe leadetship 10 show Ihe rest of Ihe
wttld how to get out of the mess that
they're in.

That was their understanding. And they
said, when are you going to start? They
were not aware, I guess, that we were
already started. That's what the American
Indian MOW!1IWnt (AIM) was abouL It was
primarily polilical. bu. i, lhc2l became
more spiritual.

In It'nnS of spiritual, there ~ some
who are saying well, we need new cas ••
we need some help from you, God. But at
the same time they're destroying God's
creation. That's a dicholomy that can't
keep going.

So the destruction that has been done by
people who were Ouistian and civilized
has to be accounled for. So, there will be a
purification, and it's not far away. It's
very, very close, really, in Iem'lS of human
history. You know, at no time in the
hisIOty of Ihe human family has lhete



CULTURES OF RESISTANCE

Zambia have provided ample proof of
that. The SADF has ultra high tech
weapons of war and equipment that
enable them to move freely mto any
neighboring stale. These attacks have
been bloody and quick. usually leaving
several innocent people dead or wounded,
the public in a stale of panic, and the
street litttted with propaganda (see
example below from the raid on
Gaborone. Botswana, (985).

Lesotho is one country that has always
been a virtual captive of Soulh Africa
(geographically surrounded) and feU
victim 10 a ncady engineered coup last
year when Pretoria choked off all supplies
gomg mla the -island kingdom". After
that we saw the myslerious death 0(

Samoca Mache1. 1eader of Mozambique's
FRELIMO and a progressive African
revolutionary, apparendy having aasbed
on October 19th, 1986 over South African
territory when flying home from a
meeting in Zambia.

It is s:.cange how a war can be fought in
a region wilhout the rest of the world
reaDy recognizing il Backed by our
iUlIS1rious "Big Bro<htz"(s). Ihe aponheid
regime is waging war oa the people of
AzaoUaiSOUlh AIrica, Ihe S1OIOUlIding
Front Line staleS, IOd in a t.o.der sense,
Africa as a whole.

I find this type of "oc elop, ent" ....;;ry
depressing (Botswana used 10 seem so
pure) but take comfort in the thought that
the wisdom which is brought out by
people's genuine and honest way of living
will make Ihe propaganda appa<ent. In
Botswana Ibis uuthful stale 0( being alive
and genuinely happy seems to be what
helps people get along with such
refreshing harmony.

Unfortunately, hannony is not. always
left in peace, and the African sub-con
tinent is no exception. The region has
such a diverse collection of peoples that
the political and economic issues are not
only fought with great vigor and loss but
become highly complex and mindbending
10 those concerned with finding a
comfortable solutioo for all peoples.

In the past few years South Africa has
Slepped up its campaign against the "Fronl
Line" states by malting frequent raids.
allegedly ....gel<d at ANC [African
NaJional Congress •• cd.] people working
out of or living in any of these countries.
Whar. is particularly frustrating 10 people
living m the countries that are attacked is
that practically nothing can be done to
slop the SOlUh AfricaJt Defense Force
when they have orders to desIroy a target.
The raids that have been staged oVQ' the
..... lM:e years inoo Botswana and

Objibway people have laIks about a time harmony with us.
when there would be a people come 10 So the People of the Seventh rue would
this land. and they would have hair like be the ones who would go bact on the
Cue. but they would not Slay very long. uall to fOld what they have missed. whal
Then after them would come a people they have k>st. And it says if the People of
with white faces. and they would have no the Seventh Fire are able 10 light the
eyes and 00 cars. and they would have Eighth Fare, that there would be peace on
two faces. One Was' a face of brotherhood the earth from that poilll 011.

and one was a face of anger. And it was Now the process of lighting the Eighth
said that if they come with a face of anger, Fue means that people will begin 10
it will be Vtty, very hard for Indian understand what it is wc're talking abouL
people. If they come with the face of They will listen to what we're saying.
brocherbood. everything win be all rigilL There will be peace on the earth. It win

Now Ihe people wi'" Ihe hair like f... no< be deslroy<d. Bid • will be cleaned.
were the Norsemen who came, and they because Ihere stiD must be an accounting
stayed not very loog. Then after them for all the destruction thai. was done. and
came others., with white faces. with no is stiD being done.
eyes and no ears. Which meant that we So, that's the way the prophecy of the
talked 10 them a long time ago, and we Seventh Fire goes. And people are
have continued 10 try to talk to them, lislming. And the World COWleit of
about the destruction that they were Cluuches has said that the Native spiritual
doing. And they would say ·Yes, I can see ways are among the greaJ. faith tr3ditions
whal you mean. I bear whal yoo're of the world. And we must come and lcam
saying: And they would tum around and from them. Thal's what's going happen in
do exactly the same thing, only worse. November: a consultation with maybe
And it would continue 10 deIcrioraIc - fif1eerl ex twenty medicine people and
those wml< ""'" no< used. but. ......s spirilUa1leadcB. 1happen 10 be one of Ihe
obviously what ha happened. It also people who is a key person in il
spoke of the migrMion of the Objibway So we're in lhe fmals now. This is the
people from Ihe GT<at Salt W_ in Ihe begjruUng 0I1he fma1s. And .·s coming
East 10 Wisconsin. You see there were 10 its conclusion very fasl And if people
seven major migrations which were don't want 10 listen 10 what we are saying
complelCd. But lhey Ia1ked about the ex what we have been saymg for so long,
"Pcople of the Sevenlh Fire". Now, the thai. is going la be their problem. But there
Pcople 0( the Seventh Fue are those who will have 10 be a payment made fex all of
wouJd go back 10 lind whallbey have left "'is des1ructioo. 0
behind on the trail .- which means their T~ CtJJllUlilUt Alli4ltu Ur SDUdtufIy
spiritual ways. their ways 0( willi NtIliH 'eople (CASNP) is ill ~rious
undersUnIing the creation. and how to n«d of flUUls. KIO IITgu rea«n 10 seltd
live in hannooy wi'" Ihe ......... IIlJ( dottations 10: CA.SNI', 16 Spadino Road,

1J)'Ul& 10 fom: Ihe aeaJion 10 live in ,.T..DrOI'7''''''....' 0.,""""'.._'::'M:::;IIIlSR..2_Sl_."""::

, .....,. ·.\1
ReSistance is Only Natural

. . ":.:',.~'.:~Jk \#,.-,:

exlema1) it alwa returns to give a sense
of continuity in daily life. This could be
said 10 be a result of any number of
factors such as the hot weather or low
levels of "development". However. it is
quite p1cin that the social "set up" has a
lot to do with maintainmg Ibis more
natural rhythm of things. Social adequacy
is what I think of it as, and by this I mean
the degree of contenlment and happiness
thai people s'.i11 enjoy through interacting
with each other openly from the heart.

In Southern Africa the different peoples
of the region have had to resist colonial
domination in the past and are stiD
fighting to preserve their cultures from the
onslaught of foreign aggression and
meddling that is so common today.

While I was in 8ocsw.-.a (also Zambia.
Namibia and Zimbabwe) OVCI" the past
Chrisunas visiting friends, I found that the
amount of activity by U.S. and Soviet.
backed factions in the region had esca·
la1ed lremendous1y. A good example of
this is an agreement recendy signed be·
tween the governments of Botswana and
the U.S. which allows the U.S. to buy land
near a village called Sebele and 10 openue
two massive radio transmiuers from
which the "Voice 0( America" broadcasts
will now OVCJ' the African sub<ootinent
and beyood.

Well. Ronny Raygun is not going to
have his Star Wars. You see, the key to all
of that is that individual people like you
and I are coocemed that the environment.
that the world, should continue. That thue
should nOl be a nuclear holocausl Ronny
Raygun and Margaret Thatcher have
wanted to involve us in a final orgy of
death. We can taUc about limilCd nuclear
weapons and so OIl, nUCQ war. 8U1
.....·s no< going 10 happen foc Ihe simple
reason thai the Creator is DOl going to
allow his creation 10 be cIesIroyed by Ihe
hands 01 fools. The a1lm1alive 10 IhaI, IIld
wbat's working against it. is lhallbere are
milfions of poopIe around Ihe wocId who
insist on afTuming life for everything that
is here in Ibis creation. Because, what is
here in this creation has a right 10 be here:
the stones and the trees, the animals, the
birds and Ihe fISh. Ihe warer. and
everything.

And we have a right 10 be here. That is
the power thai. is working against Ronny
Raygun, but it's invisible. But it's real.
So, from millions of people. every day,
every hour 0( the day and night. are going
up millions 0( prayers. From out of their
hearts. from QUI of who lhey roaIly are. 10
say no, you can't do thaL We can't allow
that to happen. That is the power that. is
transforming it right now. And it's been
in process for a while.
RH: Is thue anything yoo want 10 add, or
close with, duu's been on your mind?
AS: Well, Ih<ze is a prophecy among Ihe
Objibway people. and there are many
prophecies across this land. and even from
500'" America Ihe same kind of
prophecies with different language, saying
Ihe same lhings. So. Ihe prophecy ..... Ihe

been such a destruction and a deseaation
done by those who cal1 themselves
civilized and Christian.
RH: An. how do we survive? How do we
maintain our culb1re in the face of such
tremendous odds, malerial odds,
economic odds, spiritual odds? How do
we maintain ounelves so duu we can
eventuaUy emerge on the other side and
create a new workl that will preserve the
aeation?
AS: We fltSl of all have to look at the
question of humility. We have 10 become
humble people. just ordinary people
learning again how 10 honour and respect
each Olher -- and thal means between
men, women, chil<k'cn and the rest of
creation. So that. humility is essential if we
are going 10 preserve and create a new
world.

And just. as it is us human beings who
have destroyed the creation, so it will be
human beings who restore the creation. It
is not going 10 be without the hand of
God. That is the most powerful and the
mosl important point about it all. There
wiD be a new world. 1bere wi11 be a new
realily. This wor-ld wiD not be destroyed
by Ihe hands of fools, such as Roony
Raygun and Margarel Thatcher.

And Gorbachev. the laleSl king in
Russia, is a man of inlelligence and. I
think, integrity. He has made offers 10

Ronny Raygun for a six month
moratorium on nuclear testing. He said to
Ronny Raygun, "WiD you do the same?"
And Reagan said. "No damn way." So
they have gone bact 10 nuclear resting.
Roony Raygun has beco given several
opportunilies DOW, and he's wmed lhem
all down. He's going fCl' Star Wars.

by Bob Wilson
Bob Wilson is a member of the Kagiso

Shambhala grollp, a New Age
orgtJllizalion promoting cKitural UJ:NJnge
between Canoda and BotswaNJ. He has
lived in Botswalto on sewraJ occasions,
and plaJu to ~1tJually establish a
cooPUaUw there.

Resistance is something that. occurs
naturally when humans are subjected to
treatment by others duu is threatening to.
or disrespectful of, their existence. The
nature ex form of a particular people's
resislance will oflen reflect its spiritual,
social and economic state of being, as
weD as its oppressors' choice of tactics in
restricting their freedom.

Ultimately, a people's resistance 10

domination or assimilation will be suc
cessful only if their social and spiritual
fabric is strong enough to withstand
whatever auaek is put forward. In
Southern Africa it would appear that the
best defense against the erosion of culture
has been the strength of the culture itself.
The existence of a strong degree of social
cohesion am6ng many African people is
an obvious sign of this cultural srrength.

There is a defmi1e pa:e 10 life in Africa.
Allhough it is inlCmlplCd from time to
time by dc:sbUCtive influences (usually



-.

The atmosphere varies depending upon
which country you might be in. Some are
relatively peaceful and preserved
(Bocswana). others are sb'Uggling for
liberation. whilst countries like Mozam
bique and Zimbabwe are dealing with
their post- revolution realities. Both urban
and rural peoples have felt the struggle in
their lives. although there is still a large
gap between rural and urban experiences.

All of this sounds (and is) preuy de
pressing but there are also a 101. of positive
things going on Ihal change the picbJl'e
somewhat. The Non-AligMd MoVte~fIl

held ilS 12th Annual Summit meeting in
Harare. Zimbabwe last fall, wilh a
membership of 102 nations primarily
(rom the Southern Hemisphere. The
member nations are detcnnined 10 plot a
Sb'8lCgy or intttdependence and c0

operation lha1 wiu free their staleS from
foreign domination. Again, this is one
ambition that has been shared by Ihird
World" nations before and has been met
with $evcre opposition (absolute sabotage
in fact) primarily from the West.

Every inch of progress is fought for in
one way or another. making the SbUggle
seem uphill. An inresesting thing lhat was
a "hol item" in the locaJ. DreSS when I was
there is somelhing known as "sanction
busting". This involves several sneaky
practices companies are using to avoid the
resuairus the sanctiOM have placed on
their profits nwgins. South African goods
are labeUed "Made in Swaziland" (or
some other country) before being
eJlpMed to other nations. Meanwhile, the
big multirwionals. with great fanfare,
have relcasod news of their withdrawal
from South Africa while setting up
operations in neighboring swes where
1hcy ... seMc:e the South African _
..... Thus far I u...·, ..... anything in
dle ..... h=.- this si_ wbkh
.... -.tingly slipped by the very JlC'lIlIe
who hive spent so long worIcing for
comprehensive sanctions.

PwbIwhile, batt in Africa, people are
busy living! It's undersIood that life is a
sauggle a1 times but the good things are
always cdebraled with a passion. Otange
isn't expected to occur as rapidly as it
might elsewhere -- maybe because it
wouldn't fit the pace. It should be re
mcmbcml thai the exploitation or
Africans has been happening for close to
four hundred years now. and will end only
when il is bcaaen for good.

As the Mother Continent, Africa has so
much wealth. Likewise. the potential for
positive growth and change is enonnous,
if only the aentaeles of control can be
severed.

A LMta Continua! 0

SOLDIERS OF THE
BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE

SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS ARE
ATTACKING ANC POSITIONS
CLOSE TO YOUR BASE.

THESE ANC GANGSTERS
INFILTRATE INTO OUR COUNTRY
TO MURDER INNOCENT WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

WE REGARD THE
SOLDIERS/PEOPLE OF BOTSWANA
AS OUR NEIGHBORS AND
FRIENDS. WE HAVE NO FIGHT
WITH YOU.

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY PLEASE
DO NOT INTERFERE.

OUR ONLY OBJECTIVE IS TO
ELIMINATE THESE ANC
GANGSTERS.

GREETINGS TO OUR FELLOW
SOLDIERS !
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This ;lIurvi~ was cond~ted by
CalMrlM Tammaro, an artist tutivt ill
lhe Toronto arts seeM. SM is clUTenlly
working as art director in 1M Puuk
Factory production, Who's Crazy Now?

Elly Litvak is (J former psychiatric and
l~ jolUlder ofl~ Puule Faclory Thtaln
Troupe in Torollio. Puzzle Factory
performs al psychiaJric hospitals for
palients and worurs of 1M profusion, OJ

drop-in centers, high schools, andfor t~
gefU!raJ public. The Puzzle Factory
provitks group support and teadles
coping skilLs.

100: Well, EUy, Jet me stan by aslUng
you: just what is the "Puzzle Factory"?
Elly: O.K., the Puzzle Factory is a theatre

.company comprised of former psychiatric
patients originally as a work employment
program. toward "rehabilitation", utilizing
theatre as a 1001. Most of the people that
come lO Puzzle Factory come via the
grapevine of the former psychiaaic
community.

There is one. I woo't call it a happy
community, but it's out lhere. lbey're in
<1rop. in cencers, they're in houses. they're
in the cafeteria -- the coffee shop at the
Clarke [Institute of Psychiatry] -. and
friends of friends. People tell people
through the grapevine...
KIO: What do you hope 00 accomplish by
bringing these people lOgether?
EDy: WeD me aims are two-rold. One:
there's a creative outlet in a sare
environme'll ror vocal expression. And
two: lhe lheaue experience is such thallhe
rocus is on creativity. You're noI. just
sitting around having a group therapy
session, and if it sounds like thal, weD, it's
aU 10 a creative end. 1be shows are lhe
voice oflha1 pon;e.... group.
100: So you'", e.poessing cocums
JII>ou~ fO' edrnpIe how .... psychiolrizoll
individual copes wilh being overdrugged
and racing social stigma?
FJly: All that -- but in real ways _. in
ways that differ rrom what the mainstream
society would have you bctieve. The
experiences are lhc're in living colour. I
hesilale 00 use me word "process", but the
lheatrical process, is terribly therapeutic.
That's how me Puzzle Factory began. It
was more bencf.cial than anything I'd
ever e,;perienced in a psychiatric ward.
100: Why?
FJly: Because I really trusted the people I
was working with, I relt safe and okay
about who I was, without stigma. It gave
me real scI( esteem to know that I had
people that I could be comrortable with.
Even so, breaking down all those barriers
with people is a process within a process.

Coming together like we are in our
present show, this process will probably
stan happening more quickly. It's been
building up over the year. People have
been working together in workshop so
that in the ne,;t month, berore we do our
show, we'll solidiry as a group and that
will be evident in the show,l'm sure.
KIO: Please tell us more about the show.
Flly: It's called Who's Crazy Now?, and
so rar it's a series or vignettes, various
people giving testimonials, pieces taking
place in a donut shop involving a whole
bunch or people. AU very real situations.

1bere's a scene that's a registralioo scene
at the Clark Hiltonl. My appearance in
the show is going 10 be very special!
That's all I'm going 10 say about it. I can't
believe I'm doing this to myself -- I'm
pUlting my life on tIlL liM!{laughs) There
is going 10 be a lot or music. or course,
Catherine, you know about all the
wonderful people because you yourselr
are involved.
KIO: Right, something I'm enjoying.
EJly: We have a great group or people,
Cast troupe and staff -- it's corning
together really quickly. It's going to be at
Joseph Workman Auditorium which is in
the ramous Queen Street Mental Health
Facility.
KIO: What kind or a reaction have you
gotten from Queen Street? Do you meet.
with a lot of resistance in your own
community, as well as rrom the general
public? Ir so, how do you handle it?
EDy: Right orr the top or my head? To
pan or the community, and 10 all those
olhcr people, we are seen as a threat.. We
are an alternative, a creative aI&.c:mative -
somelhing very grassrootS and reasonable,
and I think that a lot ordoctors really have
a problem with thaL As far as dealing
with the system at Queen Street. it's just
the same bureaucratic shiL It's a matter or
playing their game to get what you need.
We're really only another theatre
cemparlY. They have no real knowledge
that we are a jOrl'l1er psychiatries theatre
cempany.
KIO: Because no one's told them, or
because they just choose 10 ignore the
ract?
EDy: Well interestingly enough the Chief
or Staff at Queen Street knows about us.
We have a ~Iovely" lener or endorsement
rrom Dr. Malcolmson. The people who
take care 01 booking the auditorium. have
DO idea who we aze. I calked 10 them.
1IIey men_ ....e or .... Ihingo.ln Ibe
contract to me like making noise. I IOId
them we'd be doing music. She said that it
was just a concern of theirs. They didn't
want us to wake the patients up. WeD
there are no patients in the administration
area which is where the audikrium is! I
mentioned that if we did get noisy and get
aU the way down thai. long...Iong..Jong...
hallway [rolls Mr eyes] and woke some
patients up. well -- maybe they could
come and enjoy me show! After all, they
could JUSt take time out and drool in the
theater! (laughs) That's the kind or
menlality you're dealing with. I used 10
think that they should be getting degrees
in ECE [Early Childhood Educationl, but
I wouldn't even wish that upon children.
KIO: Do you reel that you have a political
responsibility as an artist?
Elly: At fU'St I used to say "I'm not a
political animal~!

Now it's just like politics has
everything to do with the an. and
creativity that I personally do. I see that
ror Puzzle Factory as a whole. Now the
people that are involved in it, I can't
really speak ror them. I just know that
everybody initially has something to say
and is actively working towards change.
That's how I reel an is creatively working
toward social change in the theatre and in
my own writing - dramaticaI1y mirroring
my own e,;pcriences. I think people have
10 be e,;posed 10 thaL I think they have 10
be educated. I think: awareness has to be
cr<ated, and I think ail Ibe forms of
creativity are among the most pleasant
ways or being educated. Why not? Pay
seven, ten, twenty bucks and go see a
show. Maybe go out thinking things over,
God forbid! [laughs) Gu. I might
actually hire somebody lhal's been in the
bin!!!

[NUl we look. a/ IIlL advutising jea/we
section of a local M:WsptJlKr. It says
"Discover MenJal Heallh Week". It shows
afew distlUMdpeopie on thefronl cover.
There's an article covering halfway
homes in IIlL city: "Work For A Positive
Auilutk! Mental l//ness. It's a problem.
bUI we're facing jt! AETNA CANADA ")
KIO: O.K., you have some reelings about
the CMHA? It stands ror the...
EDy: ...CallQdian Mental Health
Association.
KIO: What abouuhem?
Elly: I've had some really bad
experiences with them. They sort or
picked up on the Puzzle Factory concept
and wanted to use Puzzle Factory ror their
own, wn, what do you call it...ror their
own rundraising.
KIO: They wanted to e,;ploit you.
EDy: It goes even deeper than thaL
When we didn't get runding to do a lOur
of aU their branches, one of our main
volunteers and Board members who
worked there was rorced to resign. Yes, it
was very ugly. Then they had me be the
token rormer psychiatric on their
inronnarioo action committee. U's the
kind or committee that writes the copy ror
the advertising supplement ror "Mental
Health Weet~. Knowing that I had
worked in advertising as weD, they
listened 10 me and they wrote everything
down and they thought everything was
wonderful, then they just went ahead and
did everything their own way. To me, it
was superftcial and dislOl1ed in terms of
what the public knows. I understand that it
may gel pan of the message across, but
Ibe kid on Ibe park beneh and Ibe woman
manager or the musicial you know. It
insults my experience, it's all mainstream.
It's propaganda. It's DOt real. it's .self
serving
100: What is .... J<:aiily?
EUy: The reality is forced iocarteration.
undignified treatment. and it's hunful.
You know recently someone described the
kinds or drugs they use on psychiatric
patients as a ~chemicaI lobotomy". It's
horrifying 10 think that you'U never have
your mind bact because of those drugs.
Loss of friends. loss of ramily, loss or
employment. loss or money - let alone
being depressed or whalevcr brougbt you
inoo that situation.
KIO: What about people like PIIotab:
Rising [a voice or victims of the
psychiatric estabiishmeOl] as opposed 10
the CMHA? Where do you fit in?
Elly: Puzzle Factory fits in everywhere.
It's theatre, it's entenainment. U's been
labeled all kinds or things, depending on
how you see iL Some people are moved 00
tears by what's happening on stage. Isn't
that COW3geouS? But I'm a real advocate
or the non·label...
KIO: Meaning?
Elly: I don't like labels on anything!
KIO: Not even ketchup?
EDy: Ir the ketchup can handle it, I'm
O.K. with it!

Phoenix Rising is a necessary kind or
publication representing probably the
most horrible aspects and negating some
or the more hoperul stories that come
about. In order ror people 00 stan
thinking, a pubtication like Plloeab:
Rising has to circulate more. It seems to
be that only members or that sub-sociery
read iL Personally I can't rtad it; it's very
true and it hlUts! Now on the other end,
maybe that's what's missing from the
CMHA thing. Maybe ir they collalxnted
on their ad campaign,. they might be able
to reach the public.

I just wish people would buy more an,
go 10 more plays. People really have this
patronizing attitude. I want to be seen as
an~ with respect. 0

1. 'The Clartc iJ •~ pcycIUalrie DpiIaI
knowR by fonner IXYdliMrics IU the -Owtc Hi)loa-.



On a warm JPrinI evening, I sal in a
cabin in northern Ontario with Native
elder. An Solomoo. Wilh a tape n:corde>
on a table bclwcen us, I asked for his
thoughlS aboul women. He began lalking
about women and came .uund to the
subject of Ihe relationship between
women and men and sexuality.

He said:
If wt: are to Ittal olUselvts and

become real aboJU who wt: are, we
have to accept OIU unality as tltt
CreaJ()r inlended il and come to tltt
poillJ wlttre we can UJiIe as men and
women logelhtr abo"" OIU sexuality
as though we were IalJcing abow a
Cll{) ofcoffee or tea or a plOlt ofmush
withow il bothtring ILt...We have
been bastardized by those people who
came to lhis country and said, "ux is
bad, sex is evil" whtn in fact (and
thtse were Christian civilized people,
slJPPOsedly) sexuality is a gifl from
Iht Crealor. We haW! a need to
dispense wirh this incredibly bad
concept ofwhat is sexualilY.
It sttuek me how, in many ways,

pornography picks up where the
missionaries left off. Hearing Art raise
this concern as such a central one
coincided with my own feeling that the
pornographic world view is far from being
an isolaltd or simply -women's" issue; it
affects an of us 10 some degree. From the
anorexic 'NOINUl who desperately tries 10
approximaIe !he impossibly pelfecl
models k) Ihe man who sees his partner as
a substitulC for a fISt and a fantasy,
pornography provides an insidious service
of reinfexcing alienation from our bodies
and from a healthy acceptanee of OlD' own
and other people's sexuality.

To explon: ponqraphy is 10 ...ve1 10
!he heart of dartness ofoor dealh-<lrienled
CullWe which promOlCS the haired of
women and the body. Two anti·
pornography activists who lake people on
this journey regularly, in an attempt to
heal this split between ourselves and OlD'

bodies and between women and men, are
Nikki Craft and Alison Kerr. Although
different in their approaches and and on
some issues, both try to strengthen
resiSlallCC in women and men to society's
auempcs to keep us from being whole.
Both try lO balance a critique with a viskm
of how things might be otherwise, not in a
pugrarnmatic way but in a way which
encourages people to explore their own
means of redefming their sexuality and
rejecting oppressive sociaJ nonns.

Nikki Craft, who's been active around
issues of violence against women since
the early 1970's, combines issues of pro.
nudity work with her anti-pornography
campaign. This provides the
positiVe/negative balance which helps
keep her from bunting out. 1 first spoke to
Nikki in the summer of 1986 when
following her (self-proclaimed)
"rampage" against Penthouse l , she was
embarking on a series of planned "shirt
free" actions aimed at helping women
reclaim their breasts from the realm of
pornographers. "topless" clubs and
individual men. The media was going
wild. but not just because of the
sensationalism of the action. People were
picking up on the fact that there was more
at stake than meets the eye. Phil Donahue
had just invited Nikki and members of her
group 10 be on his show when 1 spoke to
Nikki in one of the many conversations
we had U'ying 10 arrange her trip lO
Tore-lto. In her soft Texas drawl she
confided -I feel like we're shaking the
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E ' ~ :-: ,'.: .': .:. rtOtsuehablgtkall"
/' ...:r:.. /; : : .' '. ..' Another hlstoncal companson can be

I -(. \ ' :;. ':. ':. .' .'. made With the actIOn in 1850 when
~ " -:". .... ,Ehzabeth Cady StanlOn, Lucy Stone, lhe

'lill!111!lill!II!!lliii!!§:~E~~~:;
·~f/W> :::;:::;' One would think sinu men coUcctively

illii~liim~f@
wo1d..- At this point. Nikki had been the aspect ofcontrol is.
arrested forty·three limes for being "shirt- At an off-beat parade in Cedar Bluffs.
free" (not IOpless which suggestS that Iowa, on the founh of July, five-women
something is missing and is too calling themselves the Womell's Freedom
reminiscent of the exploitative claims or FrOllJ dressed as SlalUes or Liberty,
sexploitative establishments). wearing robes only from the waist down.

The righl lO be "shin-free" is not one According to one of the women from the
which the feminist movement has paid Front, Melissa Fairley, the action was
much auention to or even approved of in inlended to symbolically reclaim women's
many cases. In the face of the poverty, bodies for themselves from
violence and injustice women face, being pomographtts and repressive lawmakers.
shirt-free might seem trivial to many and "The women were pelted with ice, walet
yet it is a very powerful action and balloons, dog food and even rocks. One
symbol. As Ray Greunich, Nikki's woman ran up and challenged Melissa to
auomey for her fltSt arrest for public take her pants off too. A man pushed his
nudity eloquently states: fist into her chest, grabbed her breast and

Thef~1 lhal the parlicldar bwtkn violently twisted it Fairley said later "It
[being forced 10 cover tlttiT' breastsj was a perfect example of a guy saying,
maybe ofmillOr importanct does nol 'that's not your body.·..
~all that tltt issue is On the same day that the Swues of
trivial...because lhal some Liberty were being pelted in Iowa, Nikki
discriminatioll also relarts ro a Craft was having a shin-free "picnic" with
sySlem of overwhelming exclusion a group of women in Cobb's Park in
from economic benefits and social Rochester, New York. Uninvited visitors
power. lO the event included between four and six

He states fuMber that hundred men. The women had planned to
the small 0(;1 by Rosa Parks of be arrested but found that. when the time

refusing 10 sil OIlht back. of the bus is came to remove their shirts the police had
credited by many historians with left them to the mercy of the drunken
expanding lhe struggle against racial mob. Nikki describes that when the police
injustice from tht Cowls of lawyers left, "The unrestrained men rushed across
and judges 10 the homes and streels the park towards us. Morley Schloss and
ofordi1UJ1'Y people. several others worked for several
Nikki makes these connections even panicked moments 10 put a buffer of about

more explicit when she writes: 25 supporterS between the demonstrators
One easily imagiMs lhose same and the OfHUshess."

angry facts from Rochester's Cobb Before the WOf'Ilm actually removed
Parle yelling as tltt blU-riding blJJcJcs their shirts, Nikki asked the men who
of AllanJa; or Iht r~iSI AIIOltlOJlS supponed them to remove their shins.
screaming 01 IItt topkss womell of Most didn't respond. She then asked the
Rochtsur. The words woldd be supporters to sit down making Ihose who
inlerchmtgeable: "Why doll'l youjlLSl didn't very visible. Ni.kk:i describes OOw,
pJU yow lOpS bad 011. ul yow bras "At ooe point a black man saanding with
sllfJPOrI you! Go sil in tM bad. It's his shirt still on htMd me compare our
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picnic to a civil rights sit-in..J added.
'You're wa&ching history happen, you're
seeing things change.' He lOOk off his
shin and sat down. He'd made the
connectioo and the action had gone a little
further."

Making connections is an important
pan of Nikki's work. not simply between
issues but between movements. She has
done a lot of worlc with the 1IfJIurlsls who
pwport 10 encourage a heallhier
acceptance and enjoyment of the body by
creating spaces where people can be
"clothes freeR. To this group Nikki has
brought a feminist challenge. which
should be, bul isn't always pan of the
nalUrisls' asenda.2 To feminism. Nikki
has helped to bring a naturist perspective
which has the potential of showmg lha1
there can be a life-atruming nudity and
sexuali'y beyond the pomograp/ler's
expIoiIatioo of women. To IIIosc
dcotigrawn of the anli·porn penpcctive.
Nikki has silo... Ihrough her actions that
her n:joclion of pornography has nothing
10 do willi prudery or fear or rejection of
the body. Ralher her a:tions .-e an
aaempllO go beyond the erotic stifling of
human beings that pornographic images
represent to the possibility of a healthier
culture which acceptS and celebrates the
body and all people's self..<Jefined. not
mass-marketed. sexuality.

This same impulse motivates another
anti-pornography activist Alison Kerr.
Founder of Resources Against
POrru:Jgrdpltl (RAP), Alison has
consuucted a series of four workshops on
pornography which she and her co
facllituor lake 10 a variety of audiencc:s.
The flfSl WOfbhop has as its focus a vKleo
which is like a desceru inlO hell.3
Ironically entitled. "Just Enlertainment",
Alison's video includes images <uIIcd
(rom rock videos, movies availab'e &om
comer seon:::s and even .soft cote images
rn- VOl_ and Harptl"s Bazaar.

The resulting production is devastating
to watch (or women and men. Focusing as
she does on the inletmingling o( sex and
violence or the "eroticization of brutality"
in clip after clip (rom fdms such as
Purple Rain. Friday the 13th, Body

IN BRIEF...
by Cbristopber Alice

WE al Kid 11 Over receivt large
• .-Mrs of press releases. more than we
CDlt prilll. Make things easy for us. Write
a short ad liU one of t~ ones here. or
wri~ au DIt article. Olherwise we will do
our best with NO promises.

LOMAKATSI 1900 M SL NW.
Washing1Oll, DC USA 20036.

A new magazine created to provide a
forum foc considering issues, ideas, and
actions relevant 10 "bringing a balance
back to the nature of things." The fust
issue featured an article on the connection
between anarchism and animal liberation.
Fora sample copy, send $1 U.S.

ENLIGHTENED ANARCmSM by
Swami NirrnalatwwIa

From the (orward:: ·When the soul is
awakened where is the place (or disorder
and confusion? When the awareness lhat
the Self in me is the Self in everyone has
dawned on ~I, who is 10 govern whom
and where is the need for a government?"
Available (rom Viswa Shanti Nlkethana,
B.R.Hills P.O, Charnarajanagar 571 313,
Kamatak.a 100.. (Rs. 2.50. 7Op, $.90).

BUILDING THE MOVEMENT
Gathering '87, June 18 to 22.
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Contact Back

Double and The HUDger, she offen the
viewtt a nauseating panorama. lbese are
not esoleric images; none of the videos
has above an ·R" rating. Viewers might
even have seen one or two of the films
£rom which hcs video was made. While
individually. in their respective films. the
scenes would have been frightening or
offensive, the effect of seeing all of those
images being presenled together provides
a viscezal example of women's
unconscious collective experience in a
half an hour. For women this video is a
reminder, and for men it is a crash course
on what a woman feels when she is alone
or on the streets at night or in any
situation she feels Ihere is potential
danger.

Many of the clips show women being
auaeked when they feel they .. safe.
Images which stick in the mind include a
scene where a woman has just made love
in a beautiful outdoor selling. Her k>vc:r
leaves foc a _ and a pair of pden

shears awean from nowben: and slices
her eyes. 0Iher scenes show women being
auaeted in subways, in balhtubs, in places
where they are shown 10 be helpless and
alone, DVing one with the trapped
(ee1ing of living in a nighbnare from
which there's no awakening. As Nikki
says of pornography, "We have been
forced to live with the knowledge that one
day your fantasies will become 'OlD"

reality....It makes us afraid of not only
expressing ourselves but of being
ourselves. And when night closes in. it
comes like a prison." As Alison asks in
the video. "Whal do they (these images)
say about women's chances of living safe
and independe''lIlives1''

Foe Alison, these pomograpIIic images
.e "a teaching I0OI: •• way in 10 explore
dle misogyny of our cullun:: Sbe focuacs
011 ponIOII'IIIphy becaoIe -it". the ....
graplIic n:pn:sen_ of the alli_
IOwRs women which makes all the ocher
abuses possible, such as sexual
harassment, incest, rape, wife battering
and economic inequality." In the second
workshop Alison makes these comections
explicit

The exploration of pornographic im es

Room Anarchist Books, 2 East 27111
SI.(612-879-o312)
•...So please contact us if you plan to
come June 18-22...We suspect lhat more
of you are planning than have informed
us." For those o( you who don't already
know, the schedule (or the galhering is:
THU June 18 Eve: Welcome pany at the
Back Room; FRI: Workshops fonowed
by Banquet; SAT: Workshops followed
by Concert; SUN: Festival in the PaJt and
Wrap-up meeting; MON Noon: Increase
the Pressure War CheSI Tour through
downlOwn Minneapolis.

THE NUCLEAR RESISTER
(newsletter of the National No-NuUs
Prison Support Collecli\Je) P.O. Box
433g3. Tucson. AZ, USA g5733. Their
March 20th issue featured an article on
the largest nuclear test site proteSl evtt
('2(XX) came; 438 were arrested). Free to
prisoners; write foc rates. Send a couple of
$ (or a sample copy.

NEW BLANKS SINGLE! Detroit band,
The BIOJtk.s, have a new single OUL TIle
fU'St side, ·Say Can You See,· deals with
Rambo-ism; side two, -Where There's
Smoke: deals with the deadly trash
incincntor plant being built in Detroit.
For- a copy send $2 U.S. + postage to: The
Blanks, P.O. Box 1010. Binningham, MI
48012.

and their effects are Oily half of the
journey. Pan of the purpose of the
workshops is to try 10 find a way out A
section of the fU'Sf. workshop where the
video is shown is devoted to sharing the
participants' own erotic images or
experiences which are nol degrading. This
is a time for starting to crealC a shared
underslanding of what an erotic p-actice
could be like, rather than only sharing the
common currency of mass·markeled
imagery. This is important for women and
men. For women it is an oppM.unity to
articulate what a female-defined rather
than maIe-defmed sexuality would look
like. For men it is an opportlUlity to
explore alternatives to the rigidly defined
coofines of male: sexuality which has so
effectively COI'JlC'SCd the market.

The last wcrtshop in the series is called
-Yes We Can· and it is in this workshop
thai. women are offered skills in how 10

orpUzc: a self-sustaining action group 10

respond 10 whale... abuses of women that
move them most. While pcnography is
the Sllrting point., for many women it can
be a spriog bc8d 10 otheo" issues, as the
misogyny and powel' imbalance in
pornography can shed light on other areas
of women's experience. Wbalc:ver (orm of
action they decide 10 lake up is up 10 the
panicipanlS. Foe Alison !his has been
most gnllifying. In her words. "Women
come into the workshops without voices
and leave the workshops and feel that they
have a right to speak oul and are doing it·

Foe Alison and Nikki. their aim is 10
expose the lUIUUths and baII·cruths which
make up OW' erotic images and cxpcrienc:e
in a body4enying and misogynist culture.
BUI beyond this, they are working _

the empowerment d women and men in
the fr<eing of dle eroIi< imaginaIion. In
Nikki's-. "I bave acted in the spiriJ
0(.-1 <:n:aIMty lOld bave"""""" aD
10 explore this realm within Ihcmschu.·O

RESOURCES:

Nikki Cran can be conlll<lOd through
Ciliuns for Media Responsibility Wi/ho""
Law (also known as Owlaws for Social
Res nsibiJit), P.O. Box 671, Oshkosh,

HUMAN AWARENESS WITH
RF.'iPECT AND DIGNITY (H.A.R.D.),
an organization of psychiauic prisoners
being held at the Oak Ridge
Penetanguishenc facilily in Ontario need
outsiders 10 help them willa support and
organizational work. To conlact them,
write 10: HA.RD.• <10 Eldon Hardy,
Chairman, Box 5000, Penetanguishene,
OnIarioLOK 11'0.

LEONARD PELTIER is cUlT'ently
serving two life sente:nces in Leavenworth
Prison in Kansas City after having been
convicted o( mlU'dering two FBI agents.
There were numerous irregularities in the
lriaJ, including the fact lhat Ihe FBI later
admiued that they had provided Canada
with false: evidence in order to have him
extradited to the U.S.A. from Canada.

Some of Leonard's supponc:rs include
60 members of the House of Commons,
the Assembly of rU'St Nations, the Native
Council of Canada, the CanaWan
Association in Solidarity with Native
People, 55 memb= of the U.S. Congn:ss.
Amnesty Intematiooal, the U.S. National
Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, Nobel Prize winner Desmond
Tutu. and many ochers. For more
information, write to: the Leonard Peltier
Support Committee, 456 Spadina Avenue,
2nd noor, Toronto. Ontario, ON
CANADA M5T2GI.

WI 54902.

CkJthed With the SUD is a naturist
publication with which Ni.k.k.i is
associaled. Its address is: P.O.Box 132,
Oshkosh. WI 54902.

The EmmD Goldman Resource Group
has republished an intetview with Nikki
which appeared in orr Our Backs.
Copies are available foc $1.25 from:
EGRG, P.O. Box 5811, Sralion A,
ToronlO. Ontario MSW In.

Alison Kerr and Resources AgaiflSl
Pornography can be reached by writing
10: RAP. P.O. Box 695. S_ C,
ToronlO. Ontario M6J 3S 1.

For a copy d several past articles from
IGc:k It Over on the themes of
pxnography, prosliwtion and sex, send
SI.50 10: EGRG, P.O. Box 5&11, S_
A. ToronlO, Onlario M5W IP2•..s ask 10
be sen, dle pomphlet. "Reclaiming Our
Sexuality".

FOOTNOTES
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Feeling the Heat of Censorship
by Varda Burstyn

LESBIMS OR THE LOOSE
Sight Specific at A Space
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AND THE SPOILS OF MDDERRISM
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The Underside of
Canadian History

Searching for
Radical Traditions

by Goor&< Woodcock

TM followillg is Pcut 1 of a longtr
ankle by George Woodcock. Port 2 will
appe(U in iss~ 1120. TM two parts were
origiNJIly in reo;eru order. We have
clttmged their order with rhe alllhor's
permission_

IDtroductioo

Tradition and even history mean
different dUngs 10 the anarchist from what
!hey do 10 !he Communist or !he
conservative. They mean accepting and
learning from the past without being
enslaved 10 it; one of the consuuetive
ways 10 learn from the past is by
considering examples. which reveal not
only those negative aspects of the
collocti~ human experience lhat made
Voltaire remark despairingly Ibat "History
is nothing more than the record of crimes
and misfortunes."

History is in one sense universal, for, as
Donne said, -No man is an Island, entire
of itself," and it has become steadily more
so, as the world has tended toward
cullW'al homogeneity and the distances
that preserved many small cultures more
or less intact have been aeaescoped by the
technologies of uansport and
communications. The falai encounters
between cultures have all taken place, and
we are living in a world where abe
exploitalion of !he poor by !he powerful
has become multinational and where we
share our perils if no< our prosperity.
Nevertheless, C'o'CII wiWin such a world. as
events in Iran and Haiti and the
Philippines and Ullin America have
shown. what oclUl1ly happens at limes of
crisis in specifIC communities lends 10 be
goyem<d os mucb by inDuences com...
out of their local bislcry os by diose Ibat
move out ov« !he world _ !he~
ecaIIeS of CC<JflOIIIic IIld poIiliaI _

like Wosbiogton and Moocow and Ming.
Ifwe lie to pIE tbe kind or action 1hat in
the sbort nm will mate us more free and
in the long ron will enable us to tum a
possible revolwOlWY situation in the
right diRctiDn. we have 10 recognize not
mc:re1y the broader movements of world
bislcry. bot also !he b;,wncs of 1be
regions and the counlrics in which destiny
bas placed lIS. -

This is what makes it important 10

consider 1be dccenlJ'a1ist and
communilarian elements that have
emerged in Canadian history and may be
regarded as constituting the rudiments of a
libertarian tradition. Readers from other
places will, I'm sure, be able to fit in data
from lheir own societies, for the law 10

which all particular instaoces of this kind
apply is, I suggest, the fact that even in
the most coercive of social orders the
volunlarist urge, the spirit of mutual aid,
always continues to assert itself. and
society would, indeed, collapse without it

The Rok of the Canadian State

lbough Canada has never been a
IOIalitarian society, and appears to observe
the classic formulae of a representative
democracy, in whtch the righlS of
individuals are surrendered every four of
five years 10 a ruling political pany, its
history shows an exceptional tendency,
particularly in comparison with the United
SI8ICS, 10 rely on government to provide
essential services and to surrender to the
state wide control over vital aspects of
economic and social life. The
Conservatives came into power in the last
election largdy by suessing the fact that
Canadians are ovtt·govemod, which
nobody can dispute, and that the blame
lay on the Uberal administration of Pierre
Trudeau, with its insaliable urge to

multiply laws and regulations (largely
"lYders in council" arbitrarily imposed by
the Cabinel) and to encompass more and
more of the country's economic life in an
unwieldy and inefficient network of
crown corporations [corportJ!iortS owtILd
by rhe federal or provincial gow:r~lII ••
eel.]. In fact, the Trudeau era represented
merely the crescendo of a process that had
begun long before Confederation and in
which all political parties and factions
have played active roles.

It began in the period immediately after
lhe Anglo--American War of 1812-14.
whtch was foUowed by a large innux of
immigrants who mainly settled in Upper
Canada, 1be _ Onlario. The old

transport network. Ibrougb narrow
walerways, wilh portages where the rapids
were not negotiable by canoe, proved
inadequaIC for 1be needs of seuJemen~nor
did it meet the strategic anxieties of
British military commandets who feared a
renewed American attack. So canals were
built around the worst portages and the
Rideau system was built between
Kingston and OUawa to provide a
waterway by which fairly large craft could
travel weU away from the international
border. Such costly undertakings did not
attract the merchanlS of the time who,like
the Molson family, were making easier
money ruMing the first steamship
services on the SL Lawrence. So the
taXpayers, British and Canadian. were
calied on to foot the biUs. and the stale
began a long career of involvement in
Canadian transport

.... II a. c....-.. IlcdIet rr- a. Ardh'"

A generation or so later, when the
various colonies of British North America
were brought together through

Confedenltion in 1867, the constnJCtion of
a railway 10 link British Columbia with
the original colonies and to open up the
prairies to settlement seemed imperative.
Once again the stale intervened at the
expense of the taxpayer and the capitalists
got 1be beuer pan of 1be deal. The CPR
[Canadian Pacific Railway] was built by a
consortium of Montreal financiers, but ilS
c:cmpletion was possible only because the
government of the day subsidized it with
massive land grants, money grants, and
guaranteeS (or loans. To this day me
sharehokSezs reap the benefits of such
state benevolence, as me land sold 10 the
CPR more than a centwy ago is sold at
vastly inf18led prices.

Laler, early in the present century, the
stale intetfered massively in transpOI"t by
saving a numbc'S of failing railroads (rom

banlcruptey and merging them into the
Canadian National [Railway], which has

been~tedever since. Afterwards
the stale went further into the fields o(
transport and communications by
establishing the C(lNJI./ian BroadctJStmg
Corporation and Air CClnlUkJ, and during
the Trudeau regime the tendency to spread
state control of industry while benefitting
capitalists at the expense of the taxpayc
reached vinually epidemic proportions as
scores of failing businesses were taken
over by heavily bureaucratized crown
corporations. 1bere can be few societies

not avowedly stale scxialisl in which
government has assumed so strong a role,
as erwepeneur and regulator alike. as in
Canada. And this does not take into
account the extent to which the Canadian
welfare state has inhibited voluntary
initiatives and created aniflCw
depcndc:ncies through a failure to face the
r<aI social and CC<JflOIIIic problems
underlying unemployment and preventing
enforced ldIeness from t.w'1Ung into
productive leisure.

But this is only one side of the picture.
and a look .. Canadian bislcry.
particularly if one does not restrict it 10
lha1 of the colonizing groups who are
generally known as the ~founding

peoples". shows a somewhal different
picture. We can begin with the native
peoples. who were once thought of as a
doomed group representing obsolete
cultures •. the "vanishing Indian" and so
forth •• but who in the past generation
have shown not only a reversal of their
apparelll demographic decline but also a
resolution in pressing their claims 10 a
right 10 control their own destinies. The
native people now see themselves as a
number of "nations" with rights to
aulonOmy within Canadian society •• 10

"self-government" as it is sometimes
called. But what they mean by nation
bears no resemblance 10 the nation-state
as the major modem swes, whether
"democratic" or Communist. have
developed iL The "nation" as conceived
by the Canadian Indian or Inuit or Metis
consislS of the community thai. shares a
commoo language and common traditions
and hopes to regain eoough of its land 10

operate again as a distinct cullW'81 entity.
_ does !he "sdC-govanmcn," wbK:b !he

nalive people demand for their "nalions"
approx.inwe the buraucratic state. It is a
conc:epl based on traditions of consensus
rather than coercion thal goes back far
into the past of the various native groups.

It is doublfut. in f8Cl, that ..y IWive
people north of the Valley of Mexico
developed a COOCepi of aulhoritarian
gOvemmenllike that which has held sway

in 1be Middle East and Ewupe from 1be
early days of 1be great MesopoIamian
empires. In the European sense. both the
Inuit and the Indians were politically
unorganized. TIle Inuit. living as exaended
family groups that wandered
independently ovtt the tundra and the ice
and came together only occasionally for
cesemonial and trading purposes. had
vinually no system of authority and
certainly no kind of organized
government. which did not prevent them
from developing a culture perfectly
adapted for ensuring survival in one of the
world's most rigorous environments.
Their life before they were taken over by
the Department of Northern Affairs and
became wards of the welfare syslCm. was
an object lesson in the ability of men and
women to live a good and joyful life even
in harsh conditions without the need for
government

Amoog 1be Indians 1be degroe of
~tion varied from tribe to tribe.
There were wandering groups of northMI
Indians who moved about like the Inuit in
family groups, since the poor terrain
would support nothing larger; the families
would sometimes come together (or short
periods. bu' 1bey bad no permanent
political structures. At the other end were
the confederations of prairie Indians and
of the Iroquois, in which families were
organized into bands, and into lribes, and
among whom thc'ze were also warriors'
fraternities that cut across the band
organization. Fmally the tribes were
formed inlO alliances that shared hunting
grounds and combined 10 keep o1ber miles



CULTURES OF RESISTANCE II

OUL The Iroquois oonfedmlion coosiSlCd
eX six lribcs or -nations-. and lite
BIactfOOl oonfedency of four Iribes,
covering • considerable area of the
pniries bolb nonh ... soulh of die
inIemational bonier.

The institdion 0( chiefdom lhaJ. existed
lIlIlOllg Ihese people "'" oflen been
misinletJttlCd by whire historians. who
bave thought of me chief as the equivalent
of a European absolute ruler. In fae... in
boch die BIactfOOl confedency and die
Six Nabons of die Iroq..... he was ra1her
die rlJ'St among equals. ddegaled to act
mainly as an arbiter in aibal affairs, and
depmding on die __of die council of

elders and 0( the warriors' societies.
_ -.in<d die volunlary discipline

d die lribe duriog hllJllS and wars. During
bunts and ~ expeditions special chiefs
were chosen. who retained no powers
beyond die panjcular occasion. and held
offKC only as long as they had the
approval of die lrihe. As Father De Sme~
an early missionary in the West.
JOmarlced:

If a chitf dotS fIOl succeed in
gaining 1M love of his subjects. they
will cUspue his authority and quit
him on t~ sUgNtst oppositwn on /u's
parr: for the customs of the Indians
admit no conditions by which (My
may enforce respect from their
subjuts.
This kind of delegalCd 8Ulhority,

immedialely revocable and leaving each
individual his or her essential freedom,
was inherited by the Metis [persons of
dual "wan-whitt anustry. usually a
mizIlUt of PlaillS Indian and French
CtJll/Jditm •• cd.l, who rended to live with
virtually no political organization except
at times like the annual buffalo hUlIl and
rheir tWO insurrcctioos against Canadian
_ty. _ a dcgm: of agr«d_-.a-__ Atdle

buffalo hum abe lJunrers would pdter in
.-mbI.y to decide on the rules to c:asure
Wmcss during die hun~and would decl a
council of ten capcains. of whom one
could become die leade< of die expcditioo
because he was regarded as Ihe most
expc:ricftced hunter. His role lasced only
for Ihe period of Ihe hunL Next year a
differenl leader might be picked. and for
me )UI' in between the Metis lived as free
burllers. The idea of a permanent
authority. not subject to rccaJl by the
people. was anathema to the Metis.
Alexander Ross. in his classic book Tb~

Red Riv~r Sdtlemeat, gave a critical
accounl of them which suggestS how
much of nalUraI anarchism entered into
thcir attitudes:

... theu peopl~ ar~ all politicians,
but ofa particuhu cr~ed./OlIOlUillg a
barbcuolLf state of society and ulf
-Mil; for they cordially detest all the
laws and r~SlraUtts of civiliud lil~,

believing all men were born to be
fru. In their own ~stimtJtion they
were all gr~a/ men, and wonderfully
wiu; and SO long as they wanthr
abow on thes~ wild and law/~ss

expeditions, they will nev~r brecome a
thoroughly civiliud peopl~, nor
orderly sllbjects in a civiliud
comnuuaily. Fteling their own
strength, Irom being constantly
llTmed. and Iru from control, they
despis~ all others; bw above all, they
llTe 1PttJTVeilolLfly tenociolLf of their
originalllabits. They cherish fre~dom
as they cheri.rlllif~.

Thege inclinations which the Metis
shared with the Indians and the Inuit have
DOt vanished, any more than the native
pecpIes have vanished. All Ihese peoples
remain resistant to imposed as distinct
from delegllled aulhority. By vUtue of
thcir diff.....llanguages and SIrongly held
tribal traditions they a'e natural

docenlra1isls. The OeM [Indians or die
North] may taIt of lhemsel_ as a
~nation~. but one never hears lilt of a
~nation~ embracing all the nalive peop1c:s.
Self·govemmem. as they see it means each
group governing itself on its own land: it
does not go beyond die concep< of a hand
or, at most. a tribe managing its own
affairs without interference, and choosing
its own form of political structure. Given
native tradilions, in most cases that
struetwe is likely to be a relatively loose
one.

CommDnitariaDism in Cauda

Anothrs direction in which dc:c:entnllist,
experimental and at least. partiaUy
libMarian urges have come 10 lhe surface
in Canadian history has been that of
intentiona1 -- rather than ethnic -- minority
groups. An inaentional rninOOty, as I see
it, is one distinguished by beliefs, polilical
or religious, lhal induce it 10 tty and
establish an alternative form of society;
there is no necessary connection - though
there is sometimes an accidental one -
between the intention of the group and its
ethnic composition. The Doukhobors. for
example, have not been distinguished by
being Russian but by having a religion
that has led them to Illtempt
cornmunitarian living patterns strikingly
III odds with the Canadian society which
they entered as refugees from an even
more hostile Tsarist Russia in the 18905.

In comparison with the United States,
where the mid-nineteenth century saw a
considerable community movement,
involving hundreds of settlements inspired
by die various Utopian cn:eds of RobeR
Owen. Charles Fourie.- and Etienne Cahet.
not 10 mention native anarchist
commooities foUowing thinkers like
Josiah W...... Canada "'" a Idalively
..,.~ of ........ ..-.aiIieL So
far. I h8ve been IIbIe 10 tm::e. Ibe only
0wati1C ccmmunity was that established
by Hemy Jones • Max...,D in Uppe<
Canada in die 18305. and die Ilwgest of die
Canadian secular communities was
Scintilla. a socialist sculcment eslablished
by Fumish miners and loggers on
Hannony Island off the coast of British
Columbia in lhe early 1900s; two
thousand people took pan. in il but the
actual population of Scintula III any one
time can hardly have been more lhan four
hundred.

A combination of personal
incompatibililies, poor management and
sheer misfortune resulted in a short life
for secular communities in Canada.
Religious communities. like monasteries
and those of ascetic sects like the
Hutterites, had a cohesion of belief the lay
comrnunilies lacked and this led 10 a
better survival record, which was usuaUy
paid for in rigid structures and constricted
lifestyles. Even the Doukhobors, whose
resistance to' wars and 10 eanhly
governments was whoUy admirable, were
not in fact the natural peasant anan:hists
Kro)X>t1cin and Tolstoy believed them to
be. They have always been dominated by
spiritual leaders, a kind of theocracy
modified by the strength of the sobranie,
the gathering of the people at which
worship and debale are mingled.

StiU, lhe Doukhobors did show, in their
great British Columbian community of six
thousand people, which IasIc:d for almost
three dc:cadcs and only came to an end
because die hanks foreclosed during die
depression, the viability of a
communiWian allCmalive to the capira1ist
economy. Living in their big community
houses, with whole valleys at their
WsposaI. die Doukhollon did ereae a
largely self«>nlaincd ... communally
owned economy: it was not merely
agrarian, roo- it opeqICd _ and

sawmills, jam factories and Dour mills.
and it was only die excepcionaI
citt:umslances of die 19305 ... die
poIilicaJJy inspired ill will of iu crodi...
thai brought it 10 an end.

To a lesser exte:Dl the communitaian
ideal was also pursued by the Mennonitu,
another waw·resisting sect. frem Russia.
who seuIed on the prairies in village
communities whicb had their own
eff"lCient voIunlarily opcraICd welfare
sySlem long befon: die poo.- _ die old

wete looked afIer in lhe rest of Canada.
The Mennonites did not hold their land in
common, but they did practice various
kinds of mutual aid. assisting each otbc:r
in pulting up huiIdings ... at harvest
time. To this day in Ontario they conlinue
the old pioneer custom of bam·raising
bees, and when the recent tornado in the
Barrie area on Ontario destroyed many
farm buildings, spontaneously organized
teams of Mennonites &eft lheir farms in
die surrounding COURlryside and worked
fo< noIhing replacing die desuoyed
buildings of non·Mennonites.

The community tJ'adilion is not entirely
dead in Canada. During the 1960s it
formed one of the ways in which the
counter-eulture experimented with
alternative models of social organization.
A number of Canadians and of Americans
fleeing the Vietnam War found their way
into the marginal fannlands of Brilish
Columbia, Ontario and the Maritimes, and
set up agrarian communes; others set up
urban living communilies, and working
collectives of many kinds emerged,
publishing beds and magazines and
operating small-sca1e industries. The
people who tofX. part in such ventures
were also aclive among the protc:StCrS

against war and against IhreaIs 10 die
enviroomeoL

The communities and c::oIlectives of the._ baY< IaqoIy _ and die

_ of qalcIdy acJtiey;nS a
ponicipaory democracy which !hey
nur1Ilred baY< evaporaJ<d. But die
netWOrk of proICSl groups survives as a
positive berilage from ..... period. ... -
like the native rights movement .- remains
a foc~ of resislance to the Canadian
1endency to aceepl anbority. In such a
rnovemc:nt Ihe idea of community' as a
prac:ticaI expression of mutual aid still
lingers. When a hundred Ihousald people
march for their future, that is mutual aid.

Regioaa1ism

Fmally there is a _ badilion of
decenora1ization ... mutual aid Ihat has
opposed itself for oVO' a century 10 efforts
• po~tica1 consolidation like John A.
McDonald (the fn Prime Minislc:r of
Canada]'s Nalimtal Policy and Pierre
Trudeau's OM Na/um drive. Whatever
the efforts macIe by the centralists in
OUawa to tum Canada into another
unitary nation stale., it remains obslinately
a counuy of regions, with Newfoundland.
the Atlanlic provinces, the Prairie
provinces, Brilish Columbia and the
northern territories all seeking to defend
their interests in various ways from the
financia14ictatorial power of the great
centra1 Canadian cilies of Toronto and
Montreal and their sateUite industrial
IOwns.

The regions in Canada are not
distinguished merely by economic factors.
HisIOry and geography have made them
culturally different, as one can see by
reading the writing and looking at the art
Ihal comes from them and which reflect
different histaicaI experiences and
different social paaems. A
Newfoundlandec and a British Columbian
may boch be Caladians ... boch speak
English. M they are as diffmnt in their
views of exisIence as a Yorbhireman

from III Australian or, for thai mauer, as a
man from Trois Rivieres [in Quebec] from
aParisian.

The _ ofEnglisll~ have

neve< a:cepced die hegemony of 0llIari0.
anymore thsI the Qll.ebecois have
a:cepced die beganony of Engtish Canada
0< die Jll:adiaAs [French-speaking people
residing on the East coast of Canada] have
a:cepced die hegemony within French
Canada of the Quc:becois. We remain,
IenitoriaUy as wdJ as by ancestry, a
gathering of pecpIes wilh common
in1o"esls, the pinciple of which is our
shared in_ not 10 he _ by die

Unit<d StaleS. To cony die concep< or
unity beyond such klose common inlc:rests
in the direclion of a cennlized swe
always creaIeS more disunity Ihan there
was before. as Trudeau discovered in spilc:
of his blind eye. In separatist movements,
in agrarian movements like the
Progrusive Party, in fringe J*lies lite
Social Cr~dit, even in the CCF-NDP
which started and fn succeeded as an
expression of regional prairie discontent,
Canadians have repeatedly shown dIe~

rejection of centralism, their dogged
adherence to regionalism as lhe pauc:m of
their colleclive life.

Cooperative TeDdtndes

The manifestalions of thai adherence
which I have quoted are all polilical,
showing that, though their disillusion with
politics is growing fast, Canadians up to
now have largely been inclined to show
dIe~ decelllra1ism Ihrough die baUD! box.
But there have also been non-polilical
expressions of rejection of the
concenU3Uon of economic power. The
movement among the prairie r.mers to
lake grain sales 001 of die hands of
enuq>eneurs and orpnize them
c:oopcqIively dlrouah die Gnia Grow<rs'
Asmcialions was ooe eumple.. Anomer
was the Caisse PoplIlaire movement in
Quebec. followed by die Credit Union
movement in the rest of Canada. which in
fact was an adapwion of an old ana'thist
idea, die P<opk's BaN. \hal Proudhon
tried 10 found in 1848 10 aeate a SyslClll
of mutual credit among the workers that
would break die grip of die hanks.

Such movements. staned in resisumce
10 exploitation. have found !heir place
within die economic SUUClUre of Canadian
socieIy. hut in doing so !hey have
modified it. They are not eumples of
IIWthisl aclion; nobody would think of
claiming Ihal. BUI !hey do sItow die
vitality of the idea of mutual aid even in a
world of welfare swcs. and they show
Ihal men and women have a roolc:d
longing fo< independence which may he
ilI-defined and misunderstood even by
Ihose who experience it., but which
demonslrales that large numbers of people
SliU have a capacity for free action and an
awareness of the value of mutual
solidarity. It is these tendencies we have
10 fOSler and support, always seeking new
ways of expressing them, so that if a time
of revolutionary crisis comes, as it has
come 10 many countries in recent years,
people will be so conscious of the
superiority of voluntary organization lhal
they will ftght for liberty rather than
power and recognize the powcr-sect..ing
opportunists such situations always push
10 die surface.

Coadll5ioll:

I have used examples in Ibis essay from
die hislory d my own COUllIry. PecpIe
from ocher 1ands will be able 10 sobllilUle
_ from Iheir own hislory. I tnISl!hey
100 wiD fllld enough essentia1 _

among lhem not 10 accepllbe future • a
time ofdeCe.a. 0



My inspiration for action comes from
Ihe sitnple undetsIanding 1ha11 am alive.
There are many~ hviDg things aroond
me, and we aU need each oIher in order
for all of us lO continue living. I like
having fun. and I like being alive. I wanl
10 do whal r can 10 mate sure I can keep
00 doing what I lite. Sometimes Ibis
inaer-connccledness of living Ihinp is
ca1Jed Ihe "web of life". Sometimes Ihe
inspiraticn and hope and love is caUed a
"spiribJality".

There .e spiritualities we can Ieam
about respect for life from. Buddhism.
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The preceding lUe jOlUnal etllries
written immediately after lhe faerie
gazhering. Aftenwuds, we sfJtru a week
willi Olher fMrie! jllSl down the road
before going bad 10 lhe big bad world....

lealful 'goodbye', Ihe darl< cloud
deseended. Among Ihe v<Zy last 10 leave.
Michael and I wenllO Ihe swimming hole,
hoping 10 fmd Thai and David 10 s!we
mushrooms and laughter wilh. Too tale
and !hey had IefL and J no longer felt like
swimming, or laughing, or getting high. -

"llancinl. singing, making music:, and
maIdng _ ~. SbariDa ...",....
and --. _ and IIeaIiDc. eryaIaIs,_
and maai<. __and ling. 0n:Ies of

<mI...·nino nC joy and pain. A hale
aD J*ience with _ _·s
differaICCS.•

"I mtmeh Ihe magic mushrooms and I
wrlae from my heart as the time begins. I
smoke mugwort for clear guidance as I
begin my voyage of new sighl and
awareness and conununication. The Dies
and abe snakes are near me. Marijuana,
beautiful hetb, and eollSfOOl lea 10 care for
my body. 1eat some more and masturbaIe.
The winds pick up and join me in my
elimax, and Ihe IitIle fISh feed from my
speno. I bII1l from Ihe _. and Ihe
make and I pass by each _ and I write

Ibis, eaI some more, and continue my
journey."

1M following tuticle is a firn puson
accOIllll of a receltl faerie gallluing (a
,.,01 ,_rill, ofspiriJtMJIJy-orieftl<d ,ay
men) ill soillMrfI Oregon. II combines
joIJrNJl eltlr'Us and refkcUons
i.tIkrwowII willi NJn'IItive.

10 be happiu?
In miet to be politicaUy active. we

must 81. some point have come to an
undc:rscanding thai it is not ourselves thai.
are lucked up. but the society around us. I
suppose if we were to be concerned only
with ourselves we could drop out, and no
longer lake part in this hideous

-Michael swam a bit, and I sat on the civilization. by becoming a hermil in the
rocks in gloomy sik:nce wonderinB how I middle of the forest. However, some of us
would ever deal with future life. No words choose 10 remain social creatures.
came from me and we sat sligtuly apart in I have early adolescent memories of
silence. Flnally my Ie8rS broke and my wanting 10 be a pan. of a group of people
sobs crashed Ihe siJence and brough' us made up of aU Ihe oIher people who were

i" '~if, Illfl~l.' ila .t,,;---.
,." 11,1 • I~ ~.I,,~••~ ~~I .,"11.1. .-,i
~.IR.'1.,!.!.,. ",.._V. .,_.!•••,.~ 11..1. _••'~!.!a'• .t"i

IOgethc:r in embrace. 'I want to never ostracized from all of the other groups. Paganism. Various Native religions. As
kave, and the faeries should be together Either that, or the beautiful prince was we try to defme our place in balance with
always.' And my fears expressed. Michael going 10 show up and confum what I rwure, I think one of the fltSl things we
showed the hope thai. we must wort for already knew 10 be IrUe by saying, "Keno, need to be doing is examining our
our dreams. The massive love and it's time Iei' you 10 come bact 10 the language. Language is for
freedom of the faeries has shown me all palace, to live happily ever after. You've communication, and hopefully we want to
me more clearly how we all need a home. only been left 10 live with all lhese commWlieate pleasure to one another. I
And in our joy tosether, we have shown horrible, nasty people to learn me IJ'Ue wonder if words lake ~spiritual~,

that me work does get done." nalW"e of your kingdom." Then again, me "goddess", and ~anarchy" cause damage to
minor could melt, or this could be the me ideas they're supposed to represtnt by
mud puddle I'U step into and gel sucked turning off people who may have similar
into another world where everyone is nice ideas. bul differenllabels.
all me time, with walelfaUs and fresh· When we feel Sb'ODg and IOgelher. we
smelling green grass. I've pretty much are much more confident and happy.
resigned myself to the fact lhallhis is it I When we feel loved. we feel SIroI'lg. We
reaDy doubt lhal I'm going 10 wake up ean Ieam 10 lrUSl by coming lOgelher in a

Overworked. cranky and stressed OUI, and Ihe nightmare will be over. BUI I still circle of friendly folk and opening
u's easy 10 Ihrow ouraelves beyond our like 10 take hallucinogens, and maybe I'U ourselves 10 each 0Ih.:r. Trusting Ihal
own limits, sometimes withoul even get to fuck with Pan someday. And in evayone else has come 10 the circ:1e for
realizing. Ab. Ihe _Ie. And such a such supemalUn1 sex. we woo', need Ihe same opeoing of -.. And lIlal's
gloomy warId.~ cines Ihe inspiraticn condoms! wbere Ihe magieIt begins.
come from in Ihia _ingIy hopeIcss age Hopefully .. aome poin' we have In Augusl '116. I was in san Francisco
or Ihe__? b _ ..y hope .. \eamed SIRSIgIh .-.gh in cunelves 10 with a fellow Toron_ faggot
all? Nuebr _ -a1Ollit: __ ... _ ~ em aaycne eIae. --.. MiebaeL We _ a whnIe

Will we ew:a ..-vive ID baYe me cAnce 1'bis is. 01 COUr1IC" latins n:sponsibilily for community of sissies who call Jbcmsel\'CS
10 chaage Ihia wOOd? cunelves. and ... hving in parasitic- faeries. We alsn _ TllllCIhy in a

So much or our lime is spell' fighting __.wondedand. Whea you've got a _ley qu= bar, and Damy from D.C.
againsIlhe sysIem around us and so or... problem. deal widl iL Don', phone Ihe The four or lIS &ove up Ihe coast. into
it's. fight in self-defense. having been cops. If the plumbing is screwed up. lei's SOUIbem Oregon. 10 a faerie plhcring.
sbovcd up apinst me wall 100 bard, 100 fa it owseIvcs. And we can cut e.:h We!penl IIuee days gc:Uing chcre.

"After such aa amazing aperienee of dim. BUI wbere is Ihe lrUSl? Where is Ihe oIher's hair. And maybe we'U Ieam 1ha1 SIqlping 10 play no Ihe '-1>. We
opal -.. with chcerfuI ·soc you '-. hviDg -Ihe 1ove.1he pleasure? Aren" we food reaUy doesn't come in lillie disrovaed an amazing huge bouIdu no
and 'unlil Ihe na' lime' instead nC fiJIuin& Ihia _ulinn beeause we WlUll cellophane packages in Ihe supennarteL... Ihe sand. We bmlleled undetneah and out

~__~~~!iiiii~~§~.~~~~I!li~~~~~ii~1l lba's malerial, day·lO-day Ihe oIher side. We <limbed up and down.
FAIRIES ARE a eonspinoey nC equals. respnns;bilily. Then _'s Ihe emolionaI and Ihtough Ihe holes. and around ...

Fairies .. acid __ from IIaigbI.Ash. spirilUa1 respnns;bility. Feeling jealousy is ins.... until we came 10 a cav</lunnel
bury. Fairioa .. wandering craftsmen in nne of Ihe most disgusling dlings I've lhing - if you ran fast enough you could
me woods of Orqm. Fairies are . ever done 10 myself. bul wilhout it, I get Ihrough .xl bact out OIMO Ihe beach
support worten in Toronto. F . guess il would be a lot harder 10 recognize wilhoul getting soaked by me waves. We
-=live in, a beyood, me class Ihe partS of myself that need WOIking on. sIepI in Ihe forest. and we speRl our time
Fairlea mate lois cI music. Fairies When I came OUI in ToronlO in 1981, I getting to know one anomer. All four of
whenever we can. Fairies heal was hoping Ihe gay~unitywas ~oing us were going 10 our flfSl faerie galbcring
Ills. Fairies learn Ihe powers 10 be my merry lillie band of mlSfilS. ever. We were aU virgins.
Fairies work for Ihe heal !be Much 10 my dismay (and continued The galhering was abou'lWO hundrod 10
Earth. Fairioa perform ilt disgust), I found a pelhetic world of three hundrod people who aU came
COmpalty, a yuppie sell-oulS 10 Christian capilalism lOgelher for a week to open ouneIves 10
collective. Fairi and ilS fascist morals: "We're, as normal each other and 10 love. Being a galhering
brothers and si as you, we just fuck different. ~ of faggOlS, our loving of one another was
rmd WI)'! of su The anarchisl ccmmunily, with its potentially limitless •• we were free 10 go
native peoples of Ibis ....loI!lIriliS ~",e strongest Limes being at the solstice and as far as we wanted. Being 00 a fann,
rugs, weave magic. weave equinox pOIIuck gatherings, is much secluded in me woods. we were free 10 be
Fairies help OUI in AIDS hasp closer CO my dream world. Or at least il ourselves. Finally free from the
die of AIDS. Fairies spirits includes a bunch of people who wanl 10 omnipresenl, seemingly mandatory,
warm winds of communily. have fun, and would lite 10 see everyone represenWions of helerosexualily. Some
me Sb'Cngth 10 be ourselves. F else having fun 100. We play together days I feel lite I'm going 10 freak out if I
lraShiest drag. Fairies spend Ii some, bUi most of our connection with see one more subway ad wilh ilS ultra·
uees. Fairies commune with each olber is inlelleclUal and political. brile and sanitary glorifteation of nice,
lUreS. Fairies I~ 10 loose Very much in our heads. We so often see normal, straighl family life. When I see
Machine. Fairies are anti- ourselves as ~working IOgelhcr", and noI straighlS necking in public, I want to ask
Fairies are of divers spiriluar "living together-. If we really wanl to SCI them if mey really understand Ihe
ale big on Karma. Fairies circle alii uep up-ro4oU on many faerie up our allemative tribe/communily, we privilege lhey're exC'ZCising. If lhey have
Goddess.. Fairies gaIher in the . gs Ihrough RFD, "a COlUltry have 10 know how lO love each other, to any idea how I feel. The clenched rlSl in
Tribe. Fairies circle with our for Gay Men Everywhere," play IOgelher, 10 heal one another, and lO my SlOmach, the lump in my Ihroat, as I
brothers aI Men's galherings. F d quonerly on ,he eqwnous and cooperate lOgether in making our future feel a mixlUre of anger and sadness. I
lifeless engines. Fairies are al: RlUllling Waler, RoUli! I, Box for ourselves. want 10 scream, and I want 10 cry. I wanl
brow. Fairies are mwtcled in IlllUrsvilk, North ClUolino, USA We help each other 10 find strenglh and to hold my lover's warm back as my
Fairies are polished of me nail. F 28'], try cOIllOCDng the QII~U love for ourselves. We see our reOections hands slide under his shin. Knees between
silent, speaking only wilh Ihe I AlIIlrddsl N~twort:, P.O. Box 6705 in Ibe people around us. We reach OUI 10 knees, and erections pressed together,
eye. Fairies are guardians of the StaJion A. TOt"oltlo, Ontario M5W lX5. each 0Iher because sharing and breathing heavily Ihrough our noses. and
gossip. Fairies work on community news. cooperating is easier Ihan mainlaining between moans and around our lOngue!
papers. Fairies are soong. Fairies are joy. by MIc..... Sm.... absoIule independence. and soft wet hps. A moment or luslful
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Wbea I -biaa Ibis _Ie. I
iDitilDy wilb • lot of "_ ends". I
spate., .1IUIIIbc< of poopIe wbo I boped
mi&bt be possible I<SOllI<CO: TOIOOIO
faninisls, • Chinese feminist scboIar, •
J_ WOllllll prof...,. of East Asian
SIUdies, ... various 00... likely (01" so I
though.) persons.

I was becoming skeptic.al and
discouraged when my enquiries were met
with comments like. "Japanese feminism?
Is lhcre such a thing'r

The foUowing poMl. written by a
Japanese woman in 1911, answered lhal
question forme:

T1te IfIOlUlIaiII-movillg day is coming,
I say SO. yet Olhers dollbl
Ollly G while 1M molilailt sleeps.
Jlllhepast
All molUllDill$ movrd infve.
Yel)O" may fIOt beJ~ it.
Ola man. this alone btlUve.
All slupiJr.g women now awake aNi
_.1_...__..
W_~ ...... foislod upDIl
..._ofAliLMy_doeolllJl__ Tbo_ofJ_

_ • .-,. of ........ wIllch """"y
......... \hellnl8llleoof_in_
_ofIbo_

J... _ • ...-._ ...-.... --.11Ieae_
mate Ibo~ of _ ill J_.
unique and exdtiDa-,..

One of the unique __ ofJ_
feminism is thal Japanese~ ca
trace lheir hisIory bact 10 a society where
strong women fagures pttdominaled.

-Ie&md say> """ in \be beaiooUaa
J_ ... creaIOd by • Cr<alor.ooodcss.
rzanaml The supreme deity of Japon's
InCienI religion was also a woman figure,
Amenltsu, the Sun-<Joddess.

Further 10 the point. ancient society was
ruled by women. Queen Pimiko reigned
from 147 to 190 A.D. Before she came to
power it is said lhat Japan was tom by
"civil war and anarchy"2. She was
succeeded by a female relative. leading to
a marrilineal monarchy that produced two
queens and six empresses. and ended after
the reign of Empress KotteR. Empress
Kokken died in the eighth century.
unmarried and without children. This.
coupled with the adoption of the Tailio
Code, ended Japan's malrilineage. The
Heian Period (794·1185) followed.

The Taibo Code consisIed of new social
laws which were based on the Chinele
family system. Chinese social law W8I
influenced by Confucianism, an eXb'emely
sexisl philosophy which Slates that
wamell are unquestionably inferior to
men.

The Code uplifted Confucianism and
patriarchy, and embodied discriminat.ory
attitudes with regard to property.
marriage, and divorce laws.

During the Heian Period women lost
much of their power. However. despiIB
tbe oppression of Confucianism, anodIer
of Japan's ooique women fi~

cmeti<d. Lady Morasaki Shikiku (970
1(40) is~ with having wrillllll
lbe world's first oove~ Tbo Tal< 01
Gal· This boc* is considered an
IIJIhcxilalive information source on Heian
court oocie<y.

The Kamikura Period (lIgS·1333)
followed tbe Heian. Owing this time
MJRM:n regained some property rights,
Ind Ihey were still held in some regard;
but with the arrival of the Mwomachi
Period (1338-1500), women lost more

ground.
This ... \be era of the "Samunli Ethic",

one of lbe mainslayo of feudalism.
lnilially, the Samurai lifestyle looked
pamising for women. Girls were trained
in the __ virtues and learned

weaponry. The Samurai's wife went 10
live with her husband and helped him
Il'UWlge the property. If he died, she
inherited the property and functioned as
her husband had. as vassallO the lord.3

UnfonunalCly, property rights once
again changed for the worst. The
Muromachi administration was not as
honest as the previous administrntion (the
Kamikura), and women's property rights
were not upheld, despite the legislation.

Property, which had IRvtously been
divided equally among all the children,
now went mainly 10 one chief male heir.
The other children =cived lesser
portions. making them dependent on him.
This altitude supponed bolb palrian:hy
and feudalism.

After the Muromachi Pericxl was over.
there was a period of one hundred yean
(1500-1600) wbeo women were subjocIlO

poIiIieal eq>edieacy. 11ley -.. "Pm' in lllaniap 10 _ •

........ -._.,boboId.-.--erupood.-..................... wi__

lIIOIried, divcR:ed. 01" given oolrigbl as
~ Tbil could happen to • woman
COl _ !baa one ocx:asion dorin& her
Iilelime, In orr.... _ w......._ to

be_lIIdooId by IIIClL
'1100 Tabpwa _ ~ in 1600

lIId _ • 1W, Domng thia ~1lIC

'IbDpara toJ- ~ IdoIJoedCaoar_ lIId .... _ of-.
_-,__1lIIIoeo(1631.
11M). • ,.,... _ of ... -.
......... _ eqIIliaiag * _ 01
_.__~ 7:;

"",
......., /fW

....-..~/II_ ""

...• ..,... -.Saaklllr

..,..,. Iw .-..- I1W II k
_ Iw, /11...""",*_,
It> 1InwIf tIIUI ., ,..,.--_"-'~biaO-

lJDiFb (Grul~ for W"eaJ.
.,.. 10 be IouaiI, 8Id ............ ia-'7""""1

J
__

1Ida period of ____ tbr __ U1

,..., By.......of..T~.Pcriad,__IDIlIIIy_ol ..... lI

.... DOt _ Ibo IICIlI .... \he MoIji
_ ........ _ of Ja--.

_bopolDbo~_.....
By 1bo _ 1IIIl G. 1100'1, cIoIriuI

... period -- • .. Moiji-.nIioa, J_ waa~

CapIIaIlIl ......... lIId .-..-'
-.. lbo ,-.. of __ Japon

_lboW.ra.laopiIadoD,__widoopnlId --'don 10 Ibo

oIipIdIy. ~ ... \he_/tJrF.-._,,,,,*,
RfIIra ......... IIle -..__ Ibo.-.-
_ .........__10

... -.... 01 poIIIIcoI_"___*_1IlCI 00 taxatton

witboul~.

One of \be "reform" groups Iba1
emerged • this time was the Meroksba
(Meiji Six Society). In the early Ig70's
they spate 001 COl the S1alUS of women:

TM low regard/or womell ill JaptJII

was a major COlllribuJor to its
btlckwardnLss... if 'here was 10 be a
real relorm in JtJfXIM~ soc~ry. it

KICK 11'OV1III SUMM1III19l1
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stage in Japanese history. The wen·
educated women from the upper class
(fsuda Umeko, Kishida Toshiko, Fukuda
Hideko, etc.) became aware of women's
suffrage as a challenging intellectual
concept from their readings. Many books
had now been lranslated inlO Japanese on
the subject of women's oppression.

The women from the lower class, the
factory workers, came to realize their
oppression, and their potential for power
due to their value 10 industry at almost the
same time. In 1886 at the Amamiya Silk
Min the first strike to ever occur in Japan
took place. One hundred women walked
off the job in response 10 a cut in pay and
an increase in working hours. Women
were gaining recognition as a force to be
reckoned with. How the state would deal
with this emerging social force remained
to be seen.

The oppressive political structure was
fmally changing. In 1889 a constitution
was adopled as a result of the changing
socio-politica1 environment Japan
adopted a National Assembly with
elections on a pany basis.

By the following year, 1890, it was
clear that women were to have no pan of
the "new" Japan. 1be Peace Preservation
Law was passed in that year. Article 5 of
the Police Regulations (part of the Peace
Preservation Law) prohibited women
from holding, attending, or in any other
way being involved wilh political
meetings. It is quite probable that the Act
was revised to include women as a fearful
reaction to growing feminist activities.
Women had demonsuated an interest in
politics, and men needed the assurance
that the control would remain with them.

By 1894 a mood of conservatism and
nationalism prevailed. Japan was at war
with China By 1898 the Meiji Code was
drafted. ostensibly to "protect" the
existing family system, more realistically
as a reactionary measure to repress
growing feminism. Women were granled
some token rights to create an illusion of
progress. For example, women could now
legally own property, however, their
husbands must "control" the propeny.
Women were allowed to initiate divorce.
but men retained custody of the children.
At best, these were negligible gains.

Other clauses in the Meiji code made
adulU7y by a woman a civil and criminal
offense. Parental consent was required to
register a marriage; therefore a woman's

must begin with the family, and
women must be the center of
cMnge5
Education was the main issue at this

point in time. In 1871 the Minister of
Education sent five girls to America to
study family life, "an action stirring such
wonder in Japan that one contemporary
Japanese writer compares it to man's
arrival 00 the moon".6 One of the girls.
Tsuda Umeko, was to become a Leading
feminist.

This same year (1871) the Ed&U:Qliofi
Ordinance was passed. TIle aim was
"universalliteraey". A number of schools
were built for girls. Overtly, it looked like
women were finally going to get an
education. CovenJy. they were being
uained to be good housewives and
molhers within the school system. This
ordinance beneficed the srate, not women.

The following year, in 1872, a 45 year
old woman name Kasunose Kita wrote a
leucr to the Movement for Freedom, lhe
forerunner of !.he Liooral Party. She
explained lhat her husband had died. and
she. as acting head of the household. had
very serious responsibilities that she must
fulfill. She was forted to lake over her
husband's property and tax liabilities. yet
she enjoyed nonc of the righls or
privileges which were accorded 10 the
head of the household if that person was a
male. This lener crealed a great impact
and it forced the Movement to incorporate
women's rights as an issue.

In 1873 legislation was passed
prohibiting women from cutting their hair.
This issue, in ilself, might seem
inconsequential. but laken in the context
of the time., it takes on much greater
signifIcance.

The Japanese, in their enthusiasm fa'
Western capilalism, had decided to cut
their long hair and wear it in the Western
style. This was seen to be in keeping with
"progress". However, when the women
wished to cut their hair in the Western
fashion a law was passed forbidding them
to do so. They had been told clearly that
progress was only for men.

By 1875 women teachers had appeared
in Japan. This is not such an exciting
landmark in view of the oppressive
curriculum for women. Most women in
the workforce were employed as factory
workers. In fact, by 1876 women
constituled 60% of the labour force in
Japan. (This high involvement remained
conSlant, until the beginning of World
War II, when it rose to 62%.) Here
women appear in Japanese history as
"wage slaves".

The circumslances around factory work
only enhance this statement The factory
owners would contract with poor families
for their daughters. They enticed the
family with the promise of adding to the
family coffers before the young girl was
married and of no further financial benefit
to them. The factory owner then acted as
patriarch when the young women went to
live at the factory.

The factory "donnitories" were more
like prisons. The workday was 15 hours
long, and the work was hard. The
remaining 9 hours were just enough time
for the young women to eat, clean their
dormitory quarters, and sleep. Many ran
away, and some commitled suicide. Their

earnings were given to their households,
and they received no compensation other
than the knowledge that they were acting
as "obedient daughters".

The oppressioo of women in Japan
became more obvious when Japan
compared herself to the West. The
"libera1/refonners" and Kasunose Kita
were drawing attention to the issue of
Japanese suffrage. By 1876 the issue of
women's suffrage finally received
political acknowledgement when it was
raised in the HanuJmfJt$u Prefecture.
UnfOl1Wlately, there was no response to
the raised concern, and the issue remained
wtreCOgnized by the power structure.

Toward the end of the decade, two
books appeared in Japanese translation:
Sheldon Amos's Dirrerences or Sex
(1878) and John Stuart Mill's On the
Subjection or Women (1879). Both had a
significant impact on Japanese women.
Previously, it had been the male refonners
who spoke out for a change in the status
of women. Now, at the end of the 1870's,
women spoke for themselves.

In 1882, Kishida Toshiko was sent 10
the court of the Emperor as a lady-in
waiting 10 the Empress. Although this was
considered a desirable position for a
woman, Kishida found it stultifying, and
left pleading ill health. She had been
innuenced by authors like Spencer and
Jean Juares.

She began to speak out on issues such
as equal education for women. oppressive
sex codes, civil and property rights for
women, as well as the need for economic
independence from men. Her quote, "The
govemmentlords it over the people; men
lord it over women"7. indicates her
awareness of the power structure
dynamic.

Another strong feminist emerged at
about the same lime. Fukuda Hideko was
inRuenced by !Gsh;da Tosh;Jro. and
formed the Kyoto Women's ucture
Society. Literary groups were one field oC
expression left open to women. Fukuda
believed that

lUcepling lhe right of lhose with
superior force lO dominate those who
were weaJcer, whelher man over
woman, or Western Muon over
Easlern nation, was an: argument for
savagery. not civWzauon... if t/Us
notion ofqhysical strenglh was to be
accepted. then Sumo wrestlers should
occupy the /Ughesl posilion ofstate.8
Fukuda's speeches encouraging women

to be active in shaping their destiny were
wen·received by her audiences. Her
popularity did not go Wlnoticed by the
state. One year after fonning her group, in
1883, she was arrested for her speech,
"Daughters Confined in Boxes".

Two years later, in 1885, women nurses
and doctors appeared on the scene in
Japan. This was still not an indication of
enlightenmenL Encouraging women to be
"care givers" was very much in keeping
with the state's image of women. It was
similar to the Education Ordinance in that
it appeared 10 be liberating women while
in actuality re-enforcing their traditional
status.

Women took what they could from
these negligible gains. Two separate
groups of women were evaluating their
status in their own separate ways at this
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father had control over where she would
go even when she married. After she
married, she would be controlled by hu
husband.

Banned completely from direct political
activity, women continued to pursue
feminism in literary and educational
settings. One of the female students who
had gone to America in 1871, Tsuda
Umeko, established . the Women's
University in 1900 to allow more women
10 have access to an institute for higher
learning. (Prior to World War II ooly 40
women attended the imperial universities,
compared to 30.000 men.)

Just the next year the Japan Women's
Patriotic Association was founded,
ostensibly to console the families of war
veterans from the Sino-Japanese war, and
10 impress women with their "patriOlic
responsibilities". In reality this
organization was a tool of the state used to
enforce the traditional role of women.
Discontent wilh this manipulation caused
many Japanese feminists to join
communist, socialist, and anarchist
groups. These groups allowed women to

Figure 1

"civil war and anarchy"
Rule of Queen Pimiko
Japan's matrilineal monarchy,
ended with Empress Kollen
Heian Period, valuable liter
aJY contribution by women
(Lady ShWlbu)
Kamikura Period
Muromachi Period, "Samurai
Ethic". Women's property
rights nol upheld
undetennined, may be con·
sidered Mur<machi c:r Tokugawa
Tokugawa Period, Coofucianism
adopted otrICiaily
Meiji Restention. beginning
of "feminism"

express themselves politically. akhough ;1
was SliD iUega! acoording to Miele 5.

In 1904·1905. Japan was at war with
Russia The mood of
conservalism/nationalism grew stronger.
The left·wing groups where women were
fOOng freedom 10 express themselves
politically became the focus of extreme
repression. NevMhe1ess, women like
Fukuda Hideko continued 10 campaign Cor
the abolition of the oppressive Anicle 5.
By 1907 she had established the Womea
or the World Journal, a forum where
both men and women debated socialism
and women's issues. In an interview in the
Joumal, KOlOku Shusui, the socialist
leader, made this statement

If I were asked what t~ first
requirement of the women's
movement is, I would reply thaI it is
for women to learn about socialism..9
It was dogmatic aU.itudes such as this

that would lead 10 disenchanunent with
socialism (and communism) on the pan of
some feminists. By 1909 the Journal had
closed down, and Kanno Sup, a woman
who was active in socialist circles, began
to publish a newspaper called Free
Thought

When Free Thought was closed down.
Kanno, frusuated by this and other
incidencs of harassment including a one

by Debra Coaley Active
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year jail senlCDCe. turned to violent
activity wilh the socialist leader. KOOJku
Shusui.

The following year (1910) Kanno,.
KOIOku. and 24 others were arresu:d.
charged wilh treason, and sentenced to
dcaIh. Kanno admiued 10 a plan 10 Itill!he
Emperor. She said this was to iUusuate 00
the people thai. "he is not a god."10 Kanno
said that unusual measures were necessary
10 effcct change in such a syscem. World·
wide proIeStS resulted in the sc:nlc:nceS
being reduced to imprisonment for the
0Ibers. but Kanno and KOIOIw were
eUCUI<d.

The next year. in 1911, Hiratsuko
Raicho formed one of the most nocable
feminist. groups in Japanese hiSlOl)'.
HiraIsuka. a former member of the Lady
Writer's Association (formed by Keisha
Bungalcubi in 1901) launched a group
called S~ilosJaa. trans1aled as
BIUCSIOCkings.

B1uesIockings put out a publication
dealing with women's issues liJce
abortion, proslilUtion, and po::iflSm. One
yea- af1e< ds founding, die cditonhip was
Iakal OVQ' by anodic< WOOW1. Ho Noe
(1912). The group was active until 1916,
when it ruaally fokled.

Two yC*'S IaIc:r another Iandnw1c in
feminist history occurred The Rice RiolS
lOOk place in 1918. when a number of
women wttkers demonstraled their
disapproval of lIIllOCCqICabIy bigh rice
prices by refusing 10 load !he rice on
baird ships. This gesture received wide
spr<ad _ and sparked numerous
_ and strikes wlUch rcsulled

in violence and evenwaUy taJSCd the
govanmcnllO fall

Socialism and democTacy were die
dominant political conceplS in !be
inIeIlec:lual aanosphere of post-World
W. J. 1...... feminills were in contact
wiIh North _ and European

feminisU. lshimolo Shizuc SlUdied !he
binh conaol movement pioneered by
NIr'pel Sanger in New York. and
Iauncbcd. similar one in Japan. Ichikawa
n.ae was in CONaCt with Carrie
Olapman Can and Alia: Paul duriog her
four~ visillO the Unilcd Stales.

A1d>ough BIUCSIOCkings had folded
dRc years ear!;cr (1916), lIS member1i
remained politically active. In 1919
Hiralsub Raicho, Ichikawa Fusae. and
other ex·Bluestoekings fonned the
Assocuuwn for New WOmt'1t. They
campaigned for equal rights, women's
suffrage, a labour union for women
'AUkers, and of course, for the abolition
fA Ar1icle 5.
1_ womeo experienced still

IDOIbcr negligible gain. Article 5 was
revised in 1921 to allow women 10 aueM
poIilical meetings. TheY were still not
aUowed to join or c:rganize political
ponies.

In 1923 another violent episode
occurred in the histewy of Japanese
feminism. Ho Nac, ex-Bluestockings
editor, and htz common-law spouse were
arresu:d and Itillcd by poliu as eoem;es of
dIe_.

Women continued to wort: for change
in I_'s oppressive pOOtical and social
_. Lioenry pubIicaIions coolinued as
the main vehicle for feminist expression_
Yosano Atito (who wroce die poem in the
_ 10 dlis paper) was looted

upon wilh susp;e;on because of her anti
war stance. Vagi Akita was jailed many
times for htz link with the anarchist
movcmenL She helped to edit two militant
women's magazines: Women"s Front
and Women & Art. Miyamoto Yuriko, a
communist militant, edited a journal
called Working Women and Sala locko
joined Miyamoto Yuriko in the
Proletarian Wrilel'S' League.

Another feminist anarchist. Takamure
Itsue, arrived on Ihe scene in the early
1920's. Itsue identified betself a an
anarclIisl because she fell that die
socialists and communists were more
interested in creating a new power
structure to replace the old. than in
=ognizing !be profound inequality !hal
existed for women. A qUOle by the
socialist leadtt, KOlOku Shusui, which
appeared earlier in this paper would seem
to indicate that Itsue's criticism was well
founded.

Ichikawa Fusae, an ex-BlueslOCkings.
helped to organize a new group called the
Women's Sfl/fragt! Alliallce. 1be AUiance
campaigoed for three reform bills: I)
women's suffrage, 2) civil righls for
women, aad 3) lifting the ban on women
joining political panies.

1be women's movement was very
much alive during the early 1920's. By
the mid-1920's it had split into four
separate factions. I I By 1928 the SeiyuiUJi,
a leading political pany, had adopIed !he
issue of women's suffrage and the press
had IUmed supportive. Unfortunately, !he
issue was opposed unequivocally by the
Home Minister, Hochizuki Keisuke, and
there was no OUICOmC.

Widespread support for women's
sulTf1I8e lead 10 !he r"" nationa1 meeting
for suffrage in 1930. Five hundred women
aaended. I. has beeo described as a period

fA hope. The 1I<x' year. 193I,!be"-'
HOUJC of the Imperial Diet passed a
modified bill on women's civil righls, but
!he bill was rejected by !he Upper House.
1841062.

The same year (1931) a suffrage
meeting erupted in violence when a man
tried 10 pull IcItiltawa from !be stage.
Ernocions ran high, both outside and
inside the women's movement

It was also in 1931 thal another
inlponanl laodmarlt in lapaoese histoty
occurred. Takamure Itsue. the anarchist
feminist, had been involved in a long
standing debate with MatswnOIO Masae, a
Marxist feminisL Takamure had urged
women to reject socialism. She had
"SIrOOg reservalions regarding the Marxist
vision of the post-revolutionary future;
she felt it embrw;:ed yet another world
planned by and for men into which
women were fined IS an aflel1hought She
compIaioed !hal Mlnisl blueprinlS
conceoInII<d one--side1y upon production
while ignoring rqJrOduction, the main
concern of warnell. "12 Takamure urged
women to build a new world where they
I>::Id reaIpower.

Takamure's vision was greeted with
skepticism by many of htz
contempnries, but Matsumoto Masae
openly ridicukd her. When Takamure
said !hal womeo need ooly look at IheU
own hisIory to see an example of a
wonum-based society. Matsumoto

cha1Jeoged her "' hack up her statemenlS
wiIh hislorical facts. Although die healed

debate had been going on for over a year,
in 1931 Takamure Itsue withdrew from all
other activities to research the fabled
woman-based SOCiely ar. !.he root of
Japanese history. I find it interesting to
note lhat until this time the true heritage
of Japanese women, and hislory itself, had
effectively been dislorted by the dominanl
male culture.

Al roughly lhe same time as the
women's movement was becoming
volatile, Japan had become militaristically
aggressive. Her "expansionist" policies
were finally condemned intemationally
over the occupation of Manchuria
Despite serious oppression the Third
Nalwnal WDmt!,,' s Suffrage Conference
was held. Japan's government policies
were criticized suongly at the conference.
These Women's Suffrage Conferences
continued to be held until 1931, when the
name was changed to the "Provisional
Women's Conference". 1be tone of lhese
conf=oces theo changed dlasticaJly.

Militaristic and .potriolic. slogans were
proclaimed. S~hes ..... made giving
gratilUde 10 ·dIe Emperor's soI<liers, who
continue to achieve such a brilllaN record
abroad.. The womco speakm said ahal
they .....te:d "to be suong in our duty:
IWOItCtion of the home fronl"13

The important research that Takamure
Itsue began in 1931 was completed and
published in 1938. It was a lengthy work
entitled Study 01 MatriUneal Systems.
It's potential for impact was diminished
by the advent of World War n in 1939.
During the war me issues of women's
production and reproduction became
important to me governmenl Women
..... co-opced by relaxed labour laws.

The early women's movement had
become more and more righi-wing since
1931.14 By 1942 the "women's.......-. _ finIIIy __ tile

GretUer JtJfNJM$e Wome,,'s Association,
and the exciting, unique history of
Japanese feminism came to
disappointing end.

CODdusion

1be original Japanese women's
movement died out completely between
the years of 1931 and 1942, but feminism
did not. Allhough there were no outward
signs of feminist activity during the
1940's, it would appear that some
feminisls, like Takamurc IlSue, had
merely gone into hibernation in dangerous
and changing times.

IIsue published her monwnenlal work.,
Studies in UxorUoc:a1 Marri.age, in 1953.
1be deplh of this undertaking makes it
seem quite likely that she was involved in
writing and research during the 1940's
when any kind of direct activity had been
effectively eradicated_

Feminism experienced a rebirth after
World War 11, and is stiD present in Japan
today, but the righls Ihat Japanese women
have now came about as a direct result of
legislation during American
occupalionl5. The unique struggle of.
Japanese feminists which took place
within their own culture (due to Japan's
policy of isolationism) was unable to
come to fruition due to World War II. It is
now impossible to know bow, if, and
wbeu Japanese women would have
obtained rights if it were not for the

westernization which occmred as a direct
result of Japan's defeat and subsequent
occupation by the U.S. in 1945.

Certain details arc not as clear as I
would lilce them to be. bUl my infonnation
sources wcre limilcd, as was my time. I
have questions thai remain unanswered,
such as: What was the outcome of the
slrike 81 the Amamiya Silk Mill? and, who
is the aulhor called MSpencer" (no rU'Sl
name) who influenced Kishida Toshiko?

Towards me very end of my research I
Iocaled a handbook of feminist
~tions (printed in Frerch!) with a
listing fa a Japanese feminist group,
Asian Wome,,' s Liberation. Unfortunately
this did not allow me time to contact
them. I include Ihe address below:

Asian Women's Liberation
Paste Restan1e
Shibuya Post Oence
Tokyo,l50 0
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themes are pain, separation, death, and the
void. 1be skiD of the singer can be
measured by the effect he creates in
whoever is listening.... At fIrst. there is
discrete hand clapping, then a few ole·s.
and fInaDy. ooe cheers the interpreter's
state of grace with anda con dios [go with
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God]. Often the execution turns into a
magic moment. a collective ritual.
Therefore, the hondo singer did not have
an easy life under the Holy Inquisition.
Notwithstanding the prohibition, it
enormously infilttated the ctln1pesino
[peasant] culture in which there is always

RoL

Song oftJu Bealen Gypsy

In Andalusia, gypsies, to whom Lorca
dedicated extensive studies aimed at
verifying the place and origin of their
civilization, blended well with the culture
of that region. So well, in fact. as to be a
worthy model. They were not to be
compared with the English gypsies, even
the less so with the Italian zingari. In
Andalusia the gypsies were masters of
civilization; they possessed fully the arts
of singing and dancing. of music and
metalwork:. In the lyrics of his
Romancero GiltJno [Romantic Gypsy],
Lorca. in his intimate way. seems to
predict the spreading of gypsy ways
throughout all of Andalusia The
Andalusian who associates with the gypsy
becomes one and rakes on expressive
fonns which encompass different cultures.
These include fIrst and foremost the Arab
culture, which is totally excluded from the
history of the Western bourgeois world.

The canto hondo [deep song] is the
ultimate expression of Lorca himself; it is,
as the name suggests. a song with
immense depth, which emerges in the
radical intensity of the execution. Its

wives or lovers who we want to befor
whom they were given...• With those
and other laws we carryon and live
gayfully; we are masters of the fields,
of the Sown land, of forests, of
mountains and rivers. Mountains give
us free lumber; trees, fruits;
vineyards, grapes; springs, water;
rivers, fish; cliffs, shadows... Our
lightness is not bound by chains,
neither by gorges, or retained by
walls; our souls are not bent nor
diminished by tortures of ropes and
irons.... Between yes and no there is
no difference, when it is more
convenielll we prefer to pride
ourselves on our martyrdom rather
than on being confessors.... We work
at day and steal at night, or better
still, we make sure that each is on the
lookout, and mindful of one's own
things. Fear of wasting our labour
does not bother us, nor are we
troubled by the ambition of fostering
it. We do not instigate factions,
neither do we get up at dawn to

prepare petitions nor to escort
magnates or solicit favours...
Paintings and landscapes ofFlanders
are to us whatllQlure offers.... We are
rustic astrologers because, by
sleeping under the sky, we distinguish
the hours of the dayfrom those of the
night... On the whole, we live by our
own sJcill/ulness and acumen, without
having to abide by the ancient motto:
"by church, by sea or royal house. H

We have what we wanI, as we are
satisfied with what we possess.
The epics and lyricism of the gypsy

world are an inspirational source for
ourselves as well as for Lorca; it is a
world of 0U1C8StS and rebels. of
individuals__ from sociely. These
"characletS- appear lhroughout &be dream.
as do love, death. blood and tears. all
expressed in highly emotional 1Ones.
lending themselves to universal
signincance.

Twenty·four slaps;
Twenry-five slaps;
Then, my mother, at night,
Will wrap me up in silver paper.
Patrol guard,
Give me a sip ofwater
Water with fish and boals.
Water, water, water, water.
Ah, chiefof the guards,
Up there in yow room!
There will be no silk handkerchiefs
To wipe my face!

Cordoba
For and lonely.
Black mare,Juli moon
and olive in my saddle bag.
Although I know the way
I will never get to Cordoba.
Across the plain, in the wind
black 1TIiJre, red moon.
Death is looking at me
from the towers ofCordoba.
Ah, what a long way!
Ah, my good mare!
Ah, death is waiting for me
before I will get to Cordoba!

Cordoba.
Far and lonely.

by Carlo Gbirardato

Fifty years -after his death, Federico
Garcla Lorca is remembered as a poet He
was also a playwright. a scholar of
popular culture, a friend of the surrealists
and a rebel. It was cenainly not by
mistake that the fascists [the forces of
General Franco] executed him by decree.

My own unique perspective on Lorea.
which has been stimulated by articles
which celebrate his work, differs
signifICantly from those proposed in daily
newspapers by experts in Hispanic
maucts. These experts only paise the
iMOvative techniques, the depth of
themes, the style of the language, and the
signiflC8DCe of Lorca's poetry. On the
ftftieth anniversary of his death. such
technical specifICity perverts the troe
nature of the anise his revolutionary-On July ]6. 1936 Lorca was in Madrid
debating whether to go to his homelOwn
of Granada for the summer before a
planned trip to Latin America. Fighting in
Seville troubled the poet, who, although
engulfed with premonitions. managed to
reach his home town the same night. Luis
Rosales. a childhood friend as well as
being a poet with fascist ties. secretly
advised 1...a'ca to flee. Lorca, who left
Madrid saying "The will of God will be
done." decided instead to stay with
Rosales. While his friend was away. the
fascists visited Lorca and murdered him.

The following article is being reprinted
from "A" Revista Anarchica, an Italian
anarchist magazine. Garcia Lorca, an
important Spanish poet, is not well known
in North America - which is all the more
reason to publish an article about him.
The era of Spanish history dealt with in
this article was one of social upheaval
and strife. It was also a time of artistic
ferment. In addition to being a poet and a
painter, Lorca was active in the Spanish
gay IUU1ergrolUld and perished only days
before Spain erupted into a civil war and
s;Wsequent revolution. Thanks to Gianni
for all his hard work. Edited by L. Susan
Brown and Ron Hayley.

Rider's Song

Like his own characters, modest and
human, Lorca carries within himself a
sense of destiny. As this sense is internal
it is unlike the extemaUy imposed "fate"
oi the Greek heroes.

Lorea's fate has the same overtones of
the "gypsy drama" so prominent in his
works. The interest for the nomads is
linked to a tradition that goes back at least
to Miguel de Cervantes [author of Don
Quixote]. who gives us a picture of the
gypsies' hwnanity and freedom:
F~ are the possessions which are
not in common with everyone, except

From "A" Rivista Anarchica, no. 140,
October I 1986

translated by Gianni Corini
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Letters Letters Letters Letters

DearKJO:

Violence vs. Nonviolence

P.S. The poem by Marilyn Johnson, on
the back of your Dec. issue is fuckin' A. It
spoke ror and to a lot of us out here.

Steve Stewart
Vancouver, BC

Thanks.

KIO. Particular themes that I have liked
in recent issues have been your coverage
of anarcha·feminism, anarchy in the third
word, and of our roots (An Berthelot
article). I also like the way you have
managed lo discuss relatively complex
issues without alienating those who are
new to anarchism (eg. using lots of
explanatory notes). The only criticism I
would make is that you have a tendency to
be too copy heavy. Often, only the
foreknowledge of your quality writing
gives me the will lo dive into those walls
of print. I know it's hard to ftt everything
into a limited nwnber of pages, but I think:
more people would read more of KIO if
you broke up your copy with a rew more
graphics..

READERS might be interested in
checking out a magazine rrom Britain
called Lib Ed, ftA Magazine for the
Uberation of Learning. ft Overse&
subscriptions are available for 5 pounds
sterling. Send to: Lib Ed, The Cottage,
The Green, Leire, Lcicestershire LE17
5HL, England.

PAGANS AND WITCHES interested in
joining with and helping to build a
network of politically active pagans,
please contact Sam Wagar at Pagans for
Peace, P.O. Box 6531, Station A,
Toronto, Onlario M5W lX4.

Hendrik Mills
Missouri, USA

PUERTO RICAN WOMEN UNDER
AlTACK. Lucy Berrios and lvonne
Melendez, two women members of the
Puerto Rico 15, have recently been
released after being incarcerated for
founeen months as a result or repressive
legislation. To find out more about their
case and how you can help, write to: N~
Haven AClion Committee Againsl
Repression, P.O. Box 2072, New Haven,
Cf06S21.

ftMuch has been said, now much must be
done. ft

Dear KIO collective,

Walls of Print

Hi, I am writing you for a number of
reasons. The ftrst is to congratulate you
for the quality and constructive content of

BUILDING THE GREEN MOVE.
MENT: A National Conference for a
New Polilics, Iuly 2·7 at Hampshire
College, Amherst, MA. For more
information, call (802) 295-)544.

bigger crime, to rob a bank, or to found
one?"

And I would like to add; which is more
immoral. to riot outside a Democratic
Party con...entioo. or to non-violently VOle

for ODe <X' lbc other of \he murdc:rers and-..-.-.-.......the land ofrhe free'!???

~
.... '

..
: 4( .

Tool

Cha....

Social

'01" the 80's

was!!!
It makes me sick to hear people make a

big moral dividing line between those
(good) people who are non-violent and
those (bad) people who are violent. Don't
you know that nice nerdy accountants and
engineers for Mcdonnell Douglas and
other such nnns are far, far guiltier of
crimes against the human race than any
masked Autonomens of West Germany?
For any who don't know, the Autonomen
are self-proclaimed anarchists who,
among oIher valiant things. stoned the
limo that George Bush was riding through
some Gennan city in. For that, many
ftnice" respec18ble ftpeace peopleft

shunned them. I know from my own
family that a lot. of non·violent peace 8C

tiviscs would ralher spend a nice homey
evening with some white-collar person
who carries no weapons but plans death in
his calm little office, than associate for
five minutes with the likes or the Au
tonomen or any other real fighter against
imperialism who is tainted with the words
"violent",

As Mark. Twain once said, ftwhich is a

... a qu."erly subjecl InGell to ~ 150
allem.11Ye publlc.lllona.

SHUT DOWN ROCKY FLATS Nuclear
Weapons Plant! BLOCKADE, PEACE
ENCAMPMENT Aug 4-9 South of
Bouloor, West of Denver, Colorado. Write
to: Sltul Down c/o Penny Lane, 1738 Pearl
SL. Boulder. CO 80302 !3&-443'j¥l

For more information write:
Alternative Pre•• Center
P.O, Box 33109
Baltimore, MD 21218
(301) 243-2471

Get your library to subsCrI:>e to
The Alternative Press Index, If
it doesn't already.
Institutions: $l00Jyear
Individuals and movement
groups: S251year
list of Alternative & Radical
Publications: $2

There is a lot of talk in KJ0 and leuers
10 KIO about revolution vs. evolution,
violence VI. non-vio1ence. 1 would like to
say thai violence can be very Ifberaring.
Of course the violence has to be done by
someone ftWldemeathft against some
overlord. If it's done by someone already
on top, then naturally it's not liberating,
it's just more domination and oppression.
Now anyone can tell that, for example, the
rapist in the movie Extremities (with
Farah Fawceu) who was badly beaten by
his intended victim was not liberated by
that violence. But the women who had
been living in fear of him sure as hell

cullure, a lad of educalion; it gives
the impression ofa wild poet, which I
am not al all. I do not like being
boxed in. Ifeel like they are putting
chains on mL [from a leuer lo 1.
Guillen, surrealist poet].
Like many in his generation. Lorea

joined the SUJTealist movement He found
much stimulation in his friendships with
L. BlUmel and Salvador DaB. Lorca was
influenced by the extremism of the
psychic automatism typical of the French
anists at that time. This influence was
manifested above all in his paintings,
which he had been displaying since his
fIrst one-man show in Barcelona in 1927.
His poetry also reflected this influence.
His expressive techniques always
maintained unaltered the objective data,
treating as real the things to be
communicated: if a child cries, it really
cries. On the other hand. the heated social
situation was inevi18bly pushing him
towards action.

In 1932 Bunuel left the surrealists and
filmed Tierra Sin Pan [Land Without
Bread]. the same year Lorca wrote Poem
elf NlUra York, where his allegiance is
sliD with the oppressed: ftI believe that
being from Granada makes me
sympathetic to and undersrandinJit of the
persecuted: the gypsy, the moor, the jew
and the black who is within each of us. ft

.. Ah! Harlem! Ah. Harlem! Ah,
Harlem! No agony can be compared
to the OM of JOUT oppressed eyes. of
'jOUT blood shwJdered inside the
obscUTe eclipse, of 'jOUT deaf and
dMmb grenode vrolence in lhe
lWilighl, of JOUT greal being prisoMr
dressed lip as a porter...
Lorca does not consider himself

political, but ralhet a revolutionary.
e-y 10 RoliId AIbem he'U _ ...

a membenlrip coni from a potiIicaI~.
Back from the U.S.A.. Lorca became one
of the most fervent intellectuals
committed to social issues. His tie of
friendship with Salvador Dali was broken
because Dali was not interested in giving
up his delirious dreams. At the same time,
Lorca's anxiety to communicate pushed
him to ftbtock at the doors of the theatre.ft

In 1932, thanks to tangible support from
Fernando de Los Rios, the Socialist
Minister of Education of the emerging
Spanish Republic, Lorca founded La
baracca, a theatrical company made up of
university students. This company
produced twenty festivals in various
Spanish town squares. Despite the tum of
events in 1934 which saw the rise to
power of the C.E.D.A. (a right wing
party), Lorca did not give up the struggle
even though his comparJy was in financial
distress. The repertOire was cIassically
Spanish: Miguel de Cervantes, Calderon
de La Barca, Lope de Vega.

I do not believe in art for art's saU...
The lhealre which does nol pick up on
lhe social beal, lhe historic beat. the
people's drama and the awhefllicity
of its passages, with its laughter and
tears, does not have the righl to be~

dLfined as thealre, bill is rat~r an
entertainment salon or lhe lcind of
place where one does ,hat lerrible
thing called "killing time·'.

Such convictions led Lorca lo revise
scripts when the original was too binding.
In FuemeovejllIUJ by Lope de Vega,
l..orca struck the entire last act which
portrays the king as the decisive element
in the solution of the conflict between the
people and a local squire. By cutting out
the intervention of the monarchy, what
remains is a play depicting the triumph of
the people.

Perhaps these insights into Lorca's life
and times wiD wtderIine the poveny of an
analysis that con<:eI1l!J itself only with his
style and leChnique. 0

The guardia civil [police] is a symbol
of deaah and repression. JUSl as me gypsy
is a symbol of revolt and freedom. It is
widt a gypsy's eye Ihat Lorca wrote the
(oUowing:

...T"" city oft"" gypsy!
Tile gendarmes leave
in a llUlllel ofsilence
while you are slUTounded by/lan1es.

T"" city of"'" gypsy!
Who has seen you and does not remLmber
you?
uIIMm search my forehead.
Gamt!s ofmoon and sand.

Horses are blad.
Irons are black.
On/he cloai stains olinJr. aMW4t glitler.
Thry _'ead skldls.
,hal is why they do not cry.
Wilh sows ofsequin
IMy go by in the streets.
HlUlChbacUd and Me/IUna/,
wherever they gO.lhey order
dark rldJber silenu,
andf<arsoffine sand.
They pass, ifl~Y wanl to,
and hitk a vague astronomy
ofnon concrete pistols...

1believe tha1 Lorca felt tha1 his interest
in the gypsies had not been fully
unden:tood. His interest was not a mere
folkloristic representation of a culture. but
rather was an expression of a universal
human condition. an Orphic [mysterious]
journey to the roots of Andalusia. The
success of the Romalluro GlI4no tended
10 place him within a popular tradition.

The myth slUTolUlding my inlerest in
llie gypsies annoys mL. They confuse
my life and my IItJIUTe ... The gypsies
give to mL lhe 10M of a limited

...Suffering or fIOt suffering
it's all suffering 10 me
For fIOl suing you yesterday I suffered
For suing you today I suffer.

...They COmL in by two's.
Double noCIUTna/ ofclOlh.
TM sky, as ifit belongs to t~m
A windowfilii ofSPIUS

TM city, wilJww.fear,
was ,,""liplying ilS doors.
Forty gendannu
Were e1llering to sack....

TMguiIar
MaUl dreams cry.
T"" sobofsolds
Lost
Escapes from its MOwh
Row.
LiUatarOlllUla.
Wmvu a big star
Tosnart! sighs
wlUch will float in ils black
wooden cistUIL

the lriumph of the ·vegetable" ideal of
life.

Th. Six Slrings

Lorca's interest in the canto Iwndc
reflects his commibnent to save it from
the bourgeois intrusion which was
O1lptying it of ilS content By perfonning
it in indoor thealreS the canto hondo was
ttansformed into a folkloristic movement
the zanuela [Spanish musical comedy].
The composers Manuel de Falla and
ZuJoaga. lDgether with the poet Lorca,
organized a F~sla del CatIle Hondo.
Lorca, taken by the idea of the show.
COOlposed the Poelflll del calllO IuJndo in
a free and personal interpretation of the
theme.



CULTURES OF RESISTANCE

EARTH FIRST

vs.
FOOD FIRST
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DearKIO.

I just read a copy of your wiRier 86187
edition and liked what I saw, I was
especially interested in your response 10

the interview with Kirkpatrick Sale
regarding the Earth First/Food First
controversy on the population question
[see oIso "Towards an Inlegl1lled
Approoch 10 Population and Justice" by
Mr. McCormick: in Ea", First! August
1.1986._231....

I agree willl yoor unoomlonabl<aess
_\be Gamu~ EIhic"
.... '- _ an..r~ picIle4 up
..,~ by Ed Abbey, Dive
Fomnan. IIId oIhen of \be d«p ecology
crowd. 1bere is some dlnserous COI1UI'IOO

ground ....., willl \be rocau J<SUfg<nce in
whde separaIisI idcoIogy Ihal would have
the Ku Klux Klan and ocber neo-nazis
paIJOI1ing \be Mc>ican _ 10 keep out

aIllhose who are not "our kind" (while in
fact most CC(DJIIIic and political refugees
coming across the tKrder are of mixed
Indian descent and have at least as much
righl if not a hell of a lot more, 10 live 00
North American soil than we descendanlS
of while invaders do. Not to mention the
fact lhal the mammoth oppressive
bureaucracy that has been aeaaed 10

maintain the INS and ocher border
authorities effectively docs away with any
claim to philosophical anarchism its
proponents may have).

At the same time it is only fair for me lO
say that as someone coming out of the
CaI)wlic Worur!christian anarchist
perspective. I have found &11" First!
one of the most hopeful signs of our day,
and have been greaLly inspired by the
writings of Abbey, Foreman. et al. I think
the deep ecologists are right in lhcir crili·
cisms of Wendell Berry's tired
"slewardship" approach, which argues lhat
we humans were basically pUl here lO
dominate the land, and therefore we oughl
to do a belief job of it I think if lhere is
any "subdividing" lO be done, il is of our
own bloated appetileS and desires. I find
myself heartily concurring with the deep
ecology position lhat. other specaes of life
on the planet have a prerogative 10 exisc. in
their own righl, and thallhe)' are not sim·
ply IOOls in our master plan; which has
been neilher' very masaerful or weD
planned Illus lar.

I also apprtCiale E4TtIt First!'s bold·
ness and willingness lO take direcl action
against me corponue rapislS of the land, 10
stand in (rorll o( the bulldozers and 10 go
10 jail (or lheit convictions (and not jusllO

la1k about it). This is opposed to other
environmenlal groups Ihal have become
so lame mal at times il is difflCUll to leIl
the difference belween them and the
corporations lbemse1ves.

So while il may be lrUe mal the deep
ecology movemenl is still a lillie rough
aound \be edges (just like \be civil righlS.
antiwar, (eminisl. and ocher movemer1lS
have been). I still feel thai. il deserves our
SIrollgcst support, and hopefully willl time
IIId cross·!enilizatioo willl the other
schools 01 Ihoughl can clean up SOOlC of
tbeir miscooccptions aIxd me lifebo8l
1bcory. _ 10 OIL BUll bcaw:a. (c:Rid. Ibal
EMdI FInt! ever become 8DOIber SierrG
CIM/>... Friolds of rite Eon/o.

Leaving aside \be excesses of liMI/I
First! for awhile. I would like 10 move on
\be \be excesses of Francis Moore Uppe.
Josq>h Collins IIId \be Food First
1_. While \be deep ecoIogjsIS an:
wrong 10 have la1Ien IOIder \be speD of
GarTeu Hardin and his highly question.
able notions. Lappe IIId CoDins .....
lillie purpose by gravitating to opposite
end of &he extreme and bending over
back:wank 10 try and ~prove~ lhal over
population has no effea on world hunger.
that lbc:re is more than p~ty 10 go around
and il is only &he multinationals and rich
nations that dcp&ele resources, and mat
poor familaes are ~acting quite rationally~

when lhey have 10 or 15 children _. (even
though half o( lhem will starve or die of
some related disease before they are 5
years old) because this is the only means
that Third World parents have of
guaranteeing their economic secwity. (To
me this latter argument is roughly akin 10
inviting all passers-by inlO a burning

house for dinner .- i.e. the pro-natalist
argument that ~every child lhat can be
born must be bom~ -- and then acting
surprised when they bum up. While it
may be perfectly lrUe that the fU'CS are
being set by a band of greedy thugs who
are gelting rich off of their misdeeds, this
does DOl change in me slightest that. mere
is indeed a fire raging, and to deny this is
neither ratimal nor compassionate.)

Although certainly il'S true that the
econcmic means of food production and
distribution are in me hands of the few
and wrong people. and we ought 10 do ev
erything in our power 10 oppose the ceo
nomic exploitation they have wrought
(and Uppe and Collins have done us a
service by soessing dUs point). at \be
same time I lhint mey have done the en
tire radical movement a disservice by
managing 10 convince large numben of

people (including .- of \be people I
associaI<: willl) of "\be mylh 01 <>vaJlOP'
ulation", as they like to caD iL They seem
to be Ialking as if we already live in some
son 01 id<aI democratically socialized
world where everybody's needs an: and
always will be JXOvided for. and where we
can go 011 using up naIUJaI resoun;es at me
current alarming me. Wdl. if this were
uue, if everybody was equal. if DO human
being ever exploiled anocher. if _
_ 00 Iimils 10 growth .... "1arge is

beau&iful-- • seems 10 be the curreri.
boule cry - Ihea perhaps il would be
"quire _" I.. .-y poor !amily 10
10 011 baviDg ... least a dozea cbikIren•
However. as we aU know noIhing could
possible be lunhcr !rom the ""Ill.

The simple lac. is Ihal it is in \be beat
inIerest of <V<TfO'II!. rich .. poor. red,
yellow. black, .. whde .... we aU begin
to have signiflC8f1l1y smaIJcr number's of
children now, and it is in the best inIc:rcst
of ItO OM Ihaa we wait until the human
popu1alion bas doubled a few more times
and every global problem becomes a
hUDdred times wane. In dUs case
evenlUal1y _ will surdy be a dramatic
dccr<ase in population, however it may
IlOl be 01 \be son we would like. Edwanl
Abbey has wriuen some valuable
scenarios of what such a chronically
overpopulated world might be like, with
increa<ing saandardization of the material.
psychological and spirilUal ...w.s.
ecological nighlmareS, near complete
desInlclion of decenoaJized and
communal self-reliance, growth of inse·
curity and chaos and a corresponding 10

talitarian bacldash o( preempcory social
conlrOls and repression. Il is certainly not
a world lhal I would want 10 will to my
children. What is most repugnant 10 me is
lhat I think Francis Moore Lappe and
Joseph Collins are intelligent enough 10
know this. and yet are deftly obscuring
this issue in their highly publicized lillie
tracts. While they have been gratuitous
enough to concede once or twice in all
their years of writing that overpopulation
might be a problem in its own right., then
mey quick1y move at to page after pege
of analysis (as in their boc*: Food First.
1917) painting advocates of population
control as the ntOSl unsaupuIous racists
imaginable. aU in the service 01 Ihe
Rockefdlers and out 10 serve me world's
poor 00. a silver plaucr. As an advocale of
population coorroI who has worked and
li~ among me poor fm' many yean, I re
sent lhis characlCrizalion. and I ask the
folts in San Francisco: when are you go-

ing 10 wake up and ~l flogging \be dead
hone of \be 1960's Roc1refeUor _ of
"population coorroI as social conuol". IIId
mal;'" Ihallbis is \be 19l1O's IIId~
and his curren' squad of advison aU
subscribe 10 the Hennan KaIuV1u1ian
Simon "Resourceful Earth" coolinuous
growth is good I.. \be pIanct hypolheais
.... an: openly hosti1e 10 binh _I •
challenge you 10 go al1er \be mal __

in our society for a cbaogc!
One fmal.- on binh coouol. The IJIO'

naJaIisIS have had a fldd day JlOiotioI
ad...,... of birth coouoI as wItile
itnpetiaIista fon:inI dleir -.. (II ...
IIIspeClillg _ vi1Iag<ra, IIId
!rom what._ have some_
bosis lew aeating ollis c:aricaIIn. CataiaIy
~ have beeo abuses in how binII
coouollecluUques bas beeo ioaodacod ..
Third World COUIlIries, IIId Ibeoe .......
have set hack \be cause of popuIaDoa
~mi_ immeasonbly.

However. I would like 10 set \be_
straight on one _. There is lllJChiDI
rational .. naIUnII .- \be ......
popu1alion of \be pIlmet ..... p>ing _

less Ihan a billion in \be ye« one....-'
biIJioo in 1950, 10 25 billion in 1970. ID
35 biOion in 1978 10 over 5 billion ill
1986. This growlb rate is more akin 10 a
malignant cancer, and iIs effects .e just
as deadly. So while it may be uue lbIllbc
overall growth ralC has fmally slowed
somewhat, this does not abet in Illy way
the fact dw we an: still growiDg at a nile
unparalleled in 011 01 !mown time, and •
we head onwards 10 6-g·IO billion('!).
lhcre will just a surely come a great crash
as Humpty Dumpty Idl oll \be wail

It seems to me lhat Ibe real question we
have to face is this. do we W8IM. 10 deal
with the population problan now in u
decentralized and humanitarian way as
possible, or do we want 10 wait unlil we
all live in some sort of workI·wide ~
laiilarian dungeon and have Big BfOlber
do il for us (as has happened in 0Una
wiltse they arc now well past one billion,
and an: said 10 haw: IOpSOiIIhat loots like
packed dust). To paraphrase a famous
wriler, popuIalion conlrOl has not beea
lried and lound lacking; ;, has beeo lound
difficult and not tried.

I hope we choose wisely.

Bill McCormid<
1425 Milk< Ave.
Al1an... GA,

30307 USA
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More Balence Needed

De.-K10,
...1, like many people, was a bit pta off

by the tilleof Roo's article. A HenlJJryo!
AIllU'tIuJ-FemUlls.. by a man? Now,
r<alJy. That's jus< a his-suxy by a
different him. I'm not going to take the
hard line approach that for a man to write
such articles 81 all is co-optation pure and
simple (allhough I n:specl those who leel
that way), but let's scrive for a lillie
accuracy in titling, shall we?

Now, to get to the main body or my
problems with the issue: I was troubled by
Alexandra's edilCrial (although I agreed
with everytlling she said - it was what she
didn't say WI was the problem), and
especiaUy, by Susan Brown's anicle, and
what seemed to be the general tone of the
issue. Everyone seemed to be quite eager
10 talk about how much anarchism has 10
offer reminism, but Ihere was liuJe men·
lion of what feminism might have 10 offer
anatdIism, Now I know this is ponJy he
cause I dido', gel pari 2 01 "Jert<-otf
PoliticsM in 011 time (honestly, u's coming
.......... '-), 1li1I, one migbl have
/loped for a bQ haJaaoe. A\ao, I don',
l1UnIr. an anan:hiIt zIne'ls ...ny dle rigbt
place 10 ailici1.e (non.....-chist) feminists
and talIt aboul how much dley all nc<d to
discover anarchism before they'll be as
good as us. Criticism should be directed

home where the people you're criticizing
wiD see it Otherwise, whal's the point?
At best.. you're preaching 10 the
convc:rtod, 81 worst, giving ammunition 10
the anti-feminists in our midst. Beller 10
send articles like that to a feminist. zine,
and use this zine to discuss the problems
in our own movement Although I can
certainly understand why many people
might be reluctanl 10 stick their necks OUI
after the response to "Jerk Off Politics"
(part I) showed how well the anarchist.
Mcommunity" reacts 10 criticism!

I'm not sure where to begin with my
reaction to Susan's anicle. Maybe with
the slyle. Now, O.K., I go 10 school too,
so maybe I'm in no position to complain,
bUI maybe a bit of rewriting might be in

order before aansferring an essay lite that
to the pages of KIO. I don't think our
readers really require the old "In-this
paper-I-will-argue-lhal-" style of intro
duction-body-cordusion.say-cverythirig
three-times overkill.

But more imponantly, I really disagree
with her major thesis. namely, that
"feminism is inherent in anarchism, but
anarchism is not inherent in feminism" oc
that anarchism is complete and perfect.
but feminism is flawed and limited. I
don't know, maybe Susan just hasn't
encountered as many macho. seJl:iSl male
anarchists as I have (must be nice!). If
feminism is inherent in anarchism, there's
a lot of male anarchists who haven't
figured it out yet! Check out Bob Black's
"Feminism As Fascism" for starters, but
there's lots of other oWe anarchists with
the same views, or milder versions. DOl all
of whom are as notoriously Oaky as
Black:. I have always considered how an
ideology is put into practice to be more
telling than how it can be interpreted
Ihecr<tically, and, based on my
experience, I have 10 cooclude that
anarchism as it exists today is
fundamenlally a maIe-<lefined ideology
expressed in a maIe-dominat.ed
movement. which "includes" feminism
and womyn only as long as we agree to
place our concerns as womyn second and
don'( rock the boat 100 much. I can '( go
into 100 much detail about lhis without
saying everything that I'm planning to say
in my next article, so I'D try to keep this
short.

Another big problem I found, with
Ron's article as well as Susan's, was the
emphasis on what might be called
"Anan:h-1SM", !hal is, the use of a par
bcula'label, anarchism in this case, to the
point where Ibc libel becomes more........_...._II_~
.....pIe. all dU 0IftlIhaab COl _

someone MisM or Misn'tM an anarchist.
which seems 10 be detemlined solely by
whether Ihcy have actually used "the A·
wordMin reference 10 lhemselves or not.

How else can one explain Susan's
stalement that Slarhawk is not an
anarchist? Not only is Swhawk's writing
more anti-authoritarian than most or what
I've read by ·official· anarchists, bul she
makes rererences in Dreaming tbe Dark
to black flags, Murray Bookchin, and
various other identirying factors. How
ever, her apparent Iabel·less-ness seems 10
mean that she doesn't qualify.
(Incidentally, at her recent talk in Toronto
she did use the A·word, so I guess now
she "is". Sign her up for the Anarchy
Club, the membership card's in the mail.)
Some or the best anti-authoritarian writing
I've read has been by reminists who don't
call themselves anarchists, especially ear
feminists. So Susan's claim that a
panicular writer ·docs not and cQnllOt"
address the corrupting innuence or power
"because she is not an anarchist" simply
doesn't follow. Issues of power,
domination, and hierarchy have orten
been, and wiD probably continue 10 be,
addressed by aU kinds or people who
don't explicitly identify as anarchists.

I also disagree with Susan's statement
that to see patriarchy as the root cause or
all oppression is necessarily an anti·
anarchisl idea, or implies M8 h~rarchy of
causesM. To me, anarchism means
opposition 10 all forms of domination: il
doesn't necessarily diclate one's priori·

ties. or personal feelings as 10 what forms
are closer 10 the center of the current
mess. Lots of anarchists think that the
existence of the state is the prime cause of
oppression, foUowed perhaps by
capilalism (or vice·versa. for others), with
patriarchy, anthropocentrism, tech,
nocracy, etc., relegated to lesser positions.
Is thaI any less Mhierarchical'''? I think
there is entirely 100 much defining or ex·
aetJy whal one has to think in order to be a
good little member or the Anarchy Club··
why can't we each work on the
oppression(s) W, we leel most deeply,
and leave each othtt alone?

Anyway, this letter is way too long, but
I just. wanted to explain why it was that,
artec reading the issue, I relt a bit
embanassed that I had been selling it to
radical feminist friends at Intemat.iooal
Womyn's Day. Many wornyn already feel
that anarcha·reminism, like other
hyphenated feminisms, is just another way
to C().{)fIt womyn into subordinating their
own interests to a male«rllled political
program •• and I'm not so sure that
they're wrong. If we want anarcha
reminism to mean something more than
that -- and I do·· we have 10 start looking
at il as more than a one-way exchange.

Lynna Landstreet
Toronto, Ontario

On Human Nature

DearKIO,

Was very glad to see some rantastic
articles in the most recenl 100 (I liked
the issue before this also). I'd like 10 use
the "Why Anarcho-Feminism?· article ror
an anlhology I'm compiling 00 anarchist
wrilings _ I l1UnIr. it simply conveys
Ils_vay_, ' __BIact's
'_"'~(IlesaysInne

Abolitioa 01 Won aDd 0tI0<r Essays
that any material in thai. boot may be
1""ly reproduced. lrlIns1aled or adapted.
even without mentioning the source) but

I've been recently flooded with nasty
leuers from people aboul this, much 10 my
swprise. So rather than just notirying L.
Susan Brown that I will be using her
essay, which, judging from my mail, most
anarchists consider an authoritarian acl,
please pass on my address to her so we
can discuss this possibilily.

At the end or the "Why Anarcoo.. .
Feminism?" article, I was glad to see 8 liSl
or important questions added. We discuss
these questions quite frequenl1y here and I
always bring these subjects up over and
over again (much to the annoyance or
certain people I know) because I think
there is a lot to be said aboul them.

Opening up a nice can of worms, I'd
like to make 8 few comments on the
question "Is there a human nature?". First
of all I think you hit the question on the
head. Does one exist.? For so long I was
struggling with the question "What is
human nature?" until I realized that it
wasn'l so much my answers that were
weak, but il was the question itself which
presupposes that a human nature aclually
exists.

From this a few people have already
gathered that I don't really believe in a
human natwe and this is because or many
hours of discussion and thinking about
what is meant by human nature. I think
when you're 'NOlting with terms as

abstract as Mhuman natw'e- you have to
define it first. That's where one of my
primary problems comes up: What does
human natwe mean? Does it mean the
nature of humans as il exists today or does
it mean the unadulterated, underlying
nature or humanily?

My only answer 10 this has to do with
the racl that nobody knows if there is an
unadulterated common humanity, and ir
there is, what il is. Malalesta believed
there was something (see Anarcby), so
did Kropotkin and so did I ror a long
while. I always believed that undcmcalh
people just want 10 survive, to love and be
loved but there is rarely such examples of
people that have not been influenced by
anything (people who are severely
mentally retarded may be in this case, bul
anybody who knows anyone like lhar.
knows that they do not practice mutual aid
because they cannOl reason with the wants
or other people), and there is certainly no
good historical evidence 10 prove thal
people ever existed thaI didn't want to
oppress each other. Swe you can IaIk
about early people working together to
grow food or whatever but lhar.'s only
because that was the way they survived.
The men oppressed women because it
didn't threaten their survival and they
could get away with it Anyway, we can'l

say there is a human nature bUl we can
say there are predominam human
lendencies thaI exisl loday, which some
people will derllle as human nature, but I
won't.

My question on all this is what does il
matter if there is a human nature or if
there isn't? Nobody exists as a human
nature so we have 10 realize this and take
it from there. It's like all these people who
say "People always... (whateverr when
trying to justify something. Mit's human
nature." I...ook., I don't care if they think
it's human nature, or lypical human
JnCtice or what I mink that you define
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Mr. Board not attempt to refute Ibis point,
and change the lOpic after bringing it up?

It is true that more hannful chemicals
are used in growing fruits and vegel8bles,
which is saying a lot, because they use
some preuy scary ones in Ihe animal
foods indOSlries, bot in this case, Mr.
Board is guiky of over·simphfying Ihings.

Pesticide residues collect in the tissues
of liveslOCt, aealing coocenuatioas that
do IlOl occur in fruiJs and vegcllIbIes. As
for his concern over cancer, I suggest a
cornJ&ison between the cancer statisIics
fe< vegewians and !hose fe< !he genmI
poblie,

I as= dill if McDonald's were a
soyborger corporaJion, lbey'd Iikdy boy

from prodocen !hal destroy rainfOlOSlS,
but obey aren'~ and !hey don'~ Meat
production causes massive deslruclion to
rainforests. rivers, Ihe land, human health,
and billions of animals, who have the
same righl 10 live as does Mr. Board.
Meal eating is dangerous in a vtzy
negalive way, and we are aU paying for its
deslructioo. Vegetarianism however. is a
dueal in a very positive way. and we can
all...., __ from ilS spr<ad.

KlO, and offer my support and best
wishes. My SIrongest praise for KlO is
this: Unlike ....y anarchist periodicals
and anarchist indivOlua\s, KlO does not
seem 10 be pret<nlious. Yoor wriJing, I
feel. combines radicalism with some re
alism, noI an easy ac:eomplishmenL I was
mosJ impossed by !he Chomsky
interview, Ihe &nicle by Ms. Landstreet,
and the piece on Soviet-Bloc Grass ROOIS
movements.

I am a universily SlUdeDl slUdying his
tory. and I was (sliU am, I suppose) vtzy
inspired by Ihe hardcore "movemenl". I
am a voracious reader and I like to Mile.
so if you need help in those aspeclS I can
help..

Healthy as can be.
G_ R. IIarriDgoon
l.oadon. 0llIari0

Th8nk You Letter
KlO:

Best Wishes.
David S.
Michigan, USA

A Re)olnder

a<aIUIeS your soul will go 10 Heaven, by
SICrif.cing a human being like me, you
will have IDOft: of Heaven. So you
sacrifa me now and ave these harmless
animals 1=." Saying Ibis, he showed his
neck for his own sacrifICe! The king was
shocked, !he knife he was holding for !he
slaugh... fell from his hand and he
remained speechless while looking at
Buddha. He became Buddha's discipline
and banned the CUSlOm of animal sacrifice
lhroughou. his kingdom.

According to Buddha, Compassion is
the cream of religion. Yel Compassioo
cannot be bought from a shop as we buy a
1V set or a car with money. Only in a
pure heart and mind, kept unified,
sharpened and sensitive by mcdil8tion,
II'Ue Compassion is born. As me sun gives
lighl and wannlh \0 all crealUreS, lhe infi
nile Compassion nowing Ihrough the
helot benefilS all beings. I, is this healing
balm of Compassion that is sorely needed
everywhere in Ihis sorrow-stricken world
rX increasing violence, IUl'bulence and
wrmoil, DOl so moch of me one-sided
head~ with its dry inleUect and
jugglery of wonls wiJhouJ !he correspond
ing development of me heart. DOl so much
of the dazzling material miracles broughl
about by science, lechnologies, factories
and industries. "A good heart is beuer
Ihan aU the heads put lOgelher." We may
boast that we have succeeded to walk on
the moon. BUI have we learnt to live ~
gether in peace 00 eanh? There is a
saying: 'Tdl me wtw you elII, I shaI1 then
leU you what you are." Loot at the
difference in temperament between a
pass-ealing doer and • mea-<llliog Iigerl
_-_ in deep Pblde. blesses

Ibose woo do not kill. ause 10 kill or
banD bCl'chiJdl<ll.

G__ and think you fe< !he issue

Dear KlO. '\' (*14) I asked al,....~ I .. impossed wiIh
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. . I am writing in response to Mykel

Board's informed ailicisms of my article.
"Meal Is Murder", which appeared in
issue 17. I appreciate his concern that}
over·simplifted issues in my articie. but I
assure you. simpliflCalion was not
uninlcnUonal. If I were to include all the
political ramifications of every complex
issue brought up by the article, it would
have been very lengthy, exhaustive, and
uninteresting. I wrote: it in a depth
suffICient 10 IX'Qvoke thought, and a Imgth
sufflc ient to keep the progression of
SUbjeclS comfonable, not exhaustive.

When I said, "It takes about 16kg of
feed 10 produce Ikg of beef," I was IlOl
inferring anything to do with feeding
maInoorishcd people; I was simply
refuting lhe popular anti-vegetarian
wisecrack, "Vegetables is murder". along
with ilS infezmce thai. "vegetarians are
just as bad as rDCII eaters". A vegetarian
diet simply requires less killing.

I am well acquainted with the food
surpl~ issue. and have studied it., and lhal
is why I did IlOl say, "This gnin cooId be
used 10 feed SIlIrVing pcopIe." The fact is,
it could. but il would I'IOl.

As my uncle indicaIes, !he abuse of
antibiolics in animal agribusiness does
result in !be evolution of resislant
bac1eria,. and *creased effectiveness of
many drugs in tteating people. so why did

~~;fi
~\~p.l-
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somethi.og like this? (Points to an
expensive dress in a window.) You know
it would mate you look nice.
M~: Well, who dc:Iennines whal looks
nice and what doesn't? Just because it's
more expensive doesn't mean anything.
The clo<hes doo', make !he person. !he
person makes !he clolhes. Ptople who uy
to get dressed up in expensive clothes are
just clothing themselves in maleria1istic
values, it doesn't make you any better
than anybody else.
Woman: I didn't say it makes you better
than anybOOy else but people dress in a
way that conveys a message about
themselves to other people. You use the
way ~u dress to convey the message that
you're unusual. I don't want to convey
that message.
M~: That's because poopk: are taught that
they should "fit in". The message that
you're trying to convey is that you are
rich when you buy expensive clothes that
.., available in cheaper, equally good
models.
Womaa: And the message you try to
convey is that you're poor. Whal's wrong
with wanting to convey lhat you're rich. I
am rich.
Mr. Saying that you're poor through your
clothes is a political SlalemenL It's saying
that poor people exist. I ooly wish that
more poor people would dress like poor
people instead of as rich people.
Woman: I know that poor people exist.
But they shoukS dress beUO', like rich
people if you will, to give themselves
more dignity.

Elc., eIC.

The poinl is that the wornJm desires to
be rich and wants it known. Is Ibis a II'Ue
_? And if il is (wbich I doubt.lIIleasl
_ I deflllC true _ ShiJ! Maybe

~ iso't .y diffam ..... tuman_>. ilO.K.7

Well. _)'body who WlUlIS 10 sbme his
e< bCI' opinioos please ....me.

"Killll()( for pity's sake," wroIe Edwin
Arnold quoting Buddha in Tb~ Light of
Asia.

Vegetarianism is India's great COntri
bution to the world. The one who was
chieny responsible for turning a large
section of the inleUigenl masses of this
country to non-kiUing and the vegetarian
way of life was Buddha whose hean of
Compassion for all creatures knew no
bounds. The sociely of Buddha's period
blindly practiced Ihe riwalistic tradition of
animal and even human sacrifice for
propitiating their gods. BUI Buddha paid
no heed to Ihose gods who were thirsting
fe< blood. His message Ihroughou. was:
Revere Truth, have Compassion for all
living beings, but don 't a~ gods.
Carrying a lame sheep which !he shephetd
was beating and driving along willi a large
flock, Buddha went 10 !he king seaICd in
the Yaga-sala (special enclosure for
sacrifICial offerings) wh= hondreds of
priesIs were chanting hymns and pe<'
forming ceremonies and where Ihousands
rX sheep and goats were going to be
sacrificed 10 propitiale gods. Looking
slraighl 10 the face of the king, Buddha
said: "By sacrificing these imocent
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your h..... nature; you acale it (of
coune most people use role models
dlough). One of my hopes ... an anan:hist
is lbaf. people always try 10 consciously
make Ibings beaer re< everyone, and
when I say for everyone thai's what I
mean. I am tired of people trying to
legitimize change by fishing fO£ historical
(W cultural examples of people living 000
hierarchically or worse yet by saying that
it's really everybody's underlying human
nature. To me the historical and cultural
examples. when they uuly exist (very
rarely), are fascinating but shouldn't be
relied upon 50 prove a poinL 1be point
dw a small group or pc:ople can make
somelhing work if they want to is
impor1anl. but most examples thrown up
of anarchistic uibes or whatever are not
ooIy bod ......pIes, because !hey mostly
are arwthistic only in their lack of
so-nn-. but because !hey were jUSl
going along hving !he way obey won:
taughllO live and I'm not sure if they ever
considered the idea of other ways 10 live.
Thetc are, however. good examples of
people dropping out and setting up new
societies. but then again they are rarely
referred to when trying 10 rationalize an
exis&ence of human nature.

Anocher question you broughl up is that
of "free will". As I said before, I think that

people have basic underlying desires but
lhis is based on my hopes. not on anything
I've seen. I dlink it's imperative that we
aU discuss things like win, desires.
-.. and so forth, especially in
relation 10 ourselves (because ~ are Ihe
pcopIe lhal we can change) lOll! weed 0Ul
our desires and laSIeS and uy 10 esaablish
some son of knowledge of what has been
influenced by our race. elMs, sex, age,
etc...

One conversatioo I had with a WOOUU1
lhal"made me lbillk about desires Via the
foUowing:
Woms.: Did you ever try to wear
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