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Socred program

Bennett pledges aid 
o cut unemployment]

School grants 
to be boosted

' 4 - V T

: : im

ALTHOUGH CHANGES are 
expected in labor legislation, 
there was no hint of them in 
the speech Irom the throne. 

Creation ot a separata wel 
department will not neces- 

mean appointment ot 
another cabinet minister 

It is expected the mental 
health services, now admlnls- 

by Provincial Secretary 
lack, will be transferred to 

ter Martin and 
turn over his 

to Mr

to Legislature

Special to The Province
VICTORIA — The provincial government 

will take immediate action to attack the grow­
ing unemployment problem, it was indicated in 

* the speech from the throne Thursday.
Lieutenant Governor Ross, in opening the third ses­

sion of the 25th Legislature, said the government’s 
standing committee on labor will be convened immedi­
ately to study ways and means of dealing with unem­
ployment.

Coupled with this, was the announcement the gov­
ernment will increase its education grants to school dis­
tricts and UBC and will reorganize the department of 
health and welfare.

Other proposals are;
® Legislation will be Intro­

duced for compulsory utiliza­
tion, with compensation, of 
privately-owned machinery and 
equipment in fighting forest 
fires.
• The government will ask 

for additional judges of the 
B.C. Supreme Court.
• A trade and industry con 

ference is planned for the late 
spring and a second Interna­
tional trade fair, similar to the 
one held in Vancouver last 
May, is being planned for 1961.
• The government plans to 

Increase the amount of credit 
that may be extended under 
the Farmers’ Land-Clearing 
Assistance Act and to lengthen 
the period of repayment. The 
measures will permit low 
initial payments.

• Benefit» of the poliomye­
litis immunization program 
will be expanded during the

P"

58*# ,

I
THE SPEECH REVEALED 

there will be more money for 
UBC and more bursaries and p 
scholarships for worthy stu­
dents. No hint was given on 
the size of the UBC increase.

Higher fees were being con­
sidered at the university to 
offset mounting costs.

Provisions to expand the 
training and education of men­
tally retarded children will be 
contained in other legislation 
to be introduced.

A HORSE RACING commis­
sion, on the books for the past 
few years, will be set up. It 
is expected it will deal with 

I applications to introduce dog 
racing into B.C.

Amendments to mining 
legislation, with a view to en­
couraging exploration will be 
introduced. Amendments to 
the gas act also are planned.

The speech also proposed 
establishment and observance 
of Douglas Day, Nov. 19, to 
commemorate the founding of 
the first colonial mainland 

I government at Fort Langley 
f in 1858. There was no indica- 
tion that this will be a public 
holiday.

| • * #
THE 6,060-WOBD SPEECH I 

I was one of the longest ever I 
I read at an opening of the ; 

ature.
Much of it dealt with the j 

ons of B.C/S centen-

E

niai year in 1958 when more | 
than 300 permanent projects, ra 
such as parks, community 
halls, museums, libraries were £ 
built to mark the event 

It said "the vast program h, 
of highway construction will B 
be continued." Also predicted g 
was legislation amending the 8 
Highways Act in respect to B 
arbitration of prices on ex- B 

gpropriated property and legis- $ 
lation amending the Ferries B 
Act with respect to subsidies. I

THE ANNOUNCEMENT^
■ to expand the benefits of pot- B 
6 iomyelitis Immunization is be- ■
■ Heved to mean that adults will H 

| be included in the program. I
I Just prior to the opening, BE 
the premier and the attorney- BH 
general introduced Donald L. I 
Brothers, the new member for I 

I Rossland-Trail He came for-1 
I ward, then went back to find |
I a seat in the crowded audi-1 
I torium.

Today the government will j 
[move that the speech from j 
j the throne be accepted, open- j 

ing a two-week debate.
I Then Premier Bennett,
I finance minister, win pres
I^SZIo^ort110^'
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, VICTORIA (CP) — Don 
Brothers, newly-elected Social 
Credit member for Rossland- 
ITrail, isn’t sitting in his pre­
decessor's seat in the Legis­
lature.

Mr. Brothers was elected
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j Dr. Gordon 
3 eutive sécrétai

FIRST INDIAN to become a page boy in the B.C. legislature, John Joe, 13, of 
St Louis College. Victoria, is greeted by Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross at the 

opening of the third session of the twenty-fifth legislature.

The speech From the throne
insistait demands of this newspaper that 
it pay more attention to needs in the 
social service field. A promise of expanded 
provisions for the education and training 
of mentally retarded children will be 
widely welcomed, as will the undertaking 
to introduce new legislation covering 
nursing homes and other similar insti­
tutions.

In the latter connection our columnist 
Jean Howarth has been urging that 
all such institutions should be brought 
under a strict provincial licensing and 
supervisory system.

..... » * * *
The promise of additional judges for 

the Supreme Court comes none too soon. 
The present members of the bench are 
overworked and, despite their unremitting 
efforts, cases continue to pile up. The 
wheels of justice traditionally grind 
slowly, but there is a limit

Appointment of a horse-racing com­
mission will be welcomed by all those 
interested in the tracks. At present the 
only such Canadian commission is in 
Ontario; the results there have been 
highly satisfactory. It is felt that such 
a commission is by far the best way to 
regulate the industry in the public 
interest

I Throne speeches, by custom and usage, 
are rather vague and generalized outlines 
of a legislative program, and the one at 
Victoria on Thursday was no exception. It 
contained a sizable basket of legislation 
but the precise contents were hidden 
under a gauze of polite wordage.

The intention to ask the standing 
| committee to discuss unemployment im- 
I mediately reflects the government’s con- 
| cem in that direction and Vfill be wel- 
| corned. But how much can be done 
remains to bê seen. What did the com- 

! mittee do last year?
! Municipalities will be pleased at the 
idea of increased provincial grants to 
school districts but the cheering should 
be reserved until it is known how large 
they will b» and how they will be applied. 
The same applies to a promise of larger 
grants to UBC and Victoria College.

* » * *
An expanded system of loans, scholar­

ships and bursaries for higher education 
is in line with the increased public 
awareness of the need to encourage bright 
students by minimizing the economic 
barriers to advanced and specialized 
[courses.

There are indications that the govem- 
ment will meet • the continuing and

Current
surplus
declines

VICTORIA (CP)—The prov-1 
I face1» current account showed 
a revenue surplus of almost 
$52,0004X30 to the 1957-58 fU- j 
cal year, It was shown to the 
public accounts tabled to the 
legislature. It was down some 
$17,000,000 from the previous 
year.

The accounts listed revenue 
collections for the year ended 
March 31.1958, at $277,324,400. 
Services charged to that In­
come, Including debt charges, 
public services and hospital In­
surance, totalled $225,544^00,1 
leaving a current account rev-j 
enue surplus of $51,779,600.

Contingent liabilities — gov- 
emment-guacpnteed debts—in­
creased from $241,334,638 to

Snow re 
costs sla
VICTORIA — 

snow removal c 
face $1,064,896 - 
$3,000,000 from 
year.

Public account 
day also ahowe 
teresttng figure 
$68.55 to removi 
the university 
lands.

Vancouver pa; 
snow removal 

i Biggest bill wi 
| Prince Georgs.
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DON BROTHERS
■shifted*

voice misgrvrhgs! 
at program on unemployment]
Others greet throne speech'

Sommers 
seat goes 
to Corbett
VICTORIA (CP) — Don 

Brothers, newly-elected Social 
Credit member for Rossland- 
Trail, isn’t sitting in his pre­

decessor's seat in the Legis­
lature.

Mr. Brothers was elected 
Dec. 15 following the resign» 
tion of Robert Sommers, for­
mer Lands and Forests Min­

ister who resigned his seat 
H after conviction of charges of 
^ bribery and conspiracy.

Mr. Sommers’ seat in the 
1 house has been taken over by 
] Irvine Corbett (SC-Yale), the 
[man who put up the major 
[part of M. Sommers’ bail fol- 
B lowing his conviction.

Mr. Brothers has been seated 
Jin the over-flow section of the 
i Social Credit backbenchers, 
B from where he will make his 
[maiden speech in the house, 
I the reply to the speech from 
I the Throne.

Current
[surplus
declines

VICTORIA (CP)—The prov- 
1 ince's current account showed 
la revenue surplus of almost 
I $52,000,000 in the 1957-58 fis- 
leal year, it was shown in the 
I public accounts tabled in the 
I legislature. It was down some 
I $17,000,000 from the previous 
I year.
I The accounts listed revenue 
I collections for the year ended 
I March 31, 1958, at $277,324,400. 

dees charged to that in- 
including debt charges, 

; services and hospital hr 
ce, totalled $225,544*00, 

aving a current account rev- 
pue surplus of $51,779,600.
Contingent liabilities — ÿ 

I emment-guanpnteed

Medical Association said: “The j; 
association has been hoping [ 
for some time that mental1 
health services would be ; 
brought under the minister of j,'
health,.”

"This pattern has been adopt-

people, and the institutions are 
hospitals.”

On aid for retarded chil­
dren:

Mrs. Win Goepel, executive 
director of the Association for 
Retarded Children, said:

with elation, cautious okay
A government move on unemployment, forecast in I 

the throne speech in Victoria Thursday, was received $F 
here with misgivings by labor.

Comments ranging from elation to cautious tenta- 
tive approval, or outright rejection, followed the outline 
of policy or legislation over a wide range of subjects.

Here are comments on 
the government’s partially- 
revealed intentions:

On a study of unemploy­
ment, Lloyd Whalen, president 
of the Vancouver Labor Coun­
cil said: “I’m pleased to hear 
the government is interested
In the unemployment situation ed in all other provinces. It 
and willing to do something | is a logical step because men- 
about it _ | tal health services are involved

in the physical health care of
“BUT THEY HAVE HAD

time to study ways and means 
— what we need is some 
action.

‘The situation is really seri­
ous. The worst feature is that 
so many more are without any 
benefits than were last year.
There are more than 3,000 job­
less employables on social 
assistance alone.”

* rj*
ON MORE AID to schools, 

the university and Victoria 
College:

‘School districts 
in dire need*
Dean Geoffrey Andrew, depu­

ty to the president of the uni­
versity said: "I am very glad 
to hear of increased aid 

“It is needed if the univer­
sity is to continue to make 
facilities for higher education 
available to the young people 
of the province. Their educa­
tion is essential to support 
growth and development.”

Lome Aggett, past president 
of the B.C. School Trustees 
Association said: "If there 
really is a promise of more 
financial aid then it is a won­
derful thing. Many school dis­
tricts are in dire need."

* • •
ON HEALTH AND welfare:
Dr. Gordon Ferguson, exe- 

| eutive secretary of the B.C.

"Wonderful. We haven’t a
clue what is intended but we
want amendments to three
provincial statutes: Mental ■ ; §
Defectives Act, Schools Act,
and Welfare Act.”

* * •

from 11,334,638 to I 
g the fiscal!

Snow removal 
costs slashed
VICTORIA — Last winter’s 

| snow removal cost the prov­
ince #,064,896 — down about ! 
$3,000,000 from the previous 

| year.
1 Public accounts filed Thurs- 
I day also showed another in- 
I terestlng figure. It cost Just 
I $68.55 to remove snow in the 
] the university endowment 
I lands.

Vancouver pays for its own 
| snow removal

Biggest bill was $140,241 lor 
I Prince George.

ON APPOINTING JUDGES:
John Farris, president of the 

Bar Association said: "This 
will be welcomed. The trial list 
is badly behind. The present 
judges are overworked.

"A lawyer ean be ready with 
witnesses and go to a court­
room and find there is no 
judge present, because he has i 
been delayed in another court

‘Judges need 
time to think
"Judges are working harder 

than they should. They haven’t 
enough time for reflection, and 
they should have."

e • e
ON MINING legislation:
Tom Elliott manager of the 

B.C. A Yukon Chamber of 
Mines said the industry would 
welcome "any changes in the 
mining legislation that will en- jfl 
courage prospecting and — 
ploratlon in B.C.”

The throne speech indicated 
the government would seek 
amendments to the Mineral 
Act with a view to encouraging 
exploration and would seek 
amendments to the Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Act 

• « •
ON COMMANDEERING 

fire lighting machinery:
A logging executive said the 

industry is not in favor of the 
legislation. The reason is that 
operators provide equipment 
for the protection of the forest 
they are working in, and to 
take away this equipment 
leaves them defenceless.

"The machinery Is there,” he 
said, "to protect the ground he 

operating in. If equipment 
commandeered for a fire 

elsewhere, the operator ought 
to be relieved of his responsi­
bility to protect it”

■

-

LIQUOR SALES 
TOP $93,000,000

VICTORIA (CP)—Liquor sales in British Colum-1 
bia in the 1957-58 fiscal year ended last March totalled [ 
more than $93,000,000.

The public accounts, tabled at the opening session 
of the legislature, showed that gross liquor sales to the 
public totalled $66,832,135.95 and to licencees $26,257,- 
969.48 for a total of $93,090,105.43.

The sales brought a profit of $26,838,507.41 into the 
province’s consolidated revenue fund. This was an in­
crease of almost $2,000,000 over 1957 when the revenue 
totalled $25,048,630.26.

TOP REVENUE

Sales tax brings 
in $87 million
VICTORIA (CP)—British Columbia’s five per cerft 

sales tax was the biggest single revenue producer for 
the government in the 1957-58 fiscal year.

The public accounts ____________ ______ ___
tabled in the legislature
Thursday showed the sales 
tax — which is earmarked 
for social security purposes 
—soared to a record collec­
tion of $87,244,382, almost 
$2,000,000 more than was 
collected in the 1956-57 fis­
cal year.

The government Is not ex- 
__ peeled to make any change in 
i M the asks tax structure in Its 

budget which will be presented 
Feb. 6. »

Motor fuel and fuel oil taxes 
realized $27,475,237, property 
taxes $6,463,390 and motor ve­
hicle plates and permits $14,- 
685,519.

On the expenditure side the I

WAITRESSES 
TAKE OATH
VICTORIA—Even the wait-1 

resses In the legislature dining i 
rootrt were sworn Thursday te I 
keep a secret.

A* the staff collected for the Ï 
opening of the Legislature, t 
men and women were lined up j 
outside the office of the clerk [ 
of the house.

In .turn they entered and | 
took the oath of secrecy.

“Why?" a reporter asked.
"Well,” said an official, | 

•they might hear someti 
This keeps them from psa 
It along to someone else.”

The secrecy oath also was I 
taken by attendants and the | 
office, staffs.

accounts showed a new record te»:'®»» 
outlay of $90,000,000 was set In M 
the building and maintenance 
of highways, roads, bridges, rav 
ferries, docks and wharves in || 
the fiscal year,

IT

Things look 
good in ’59, 
says Bonner
VICTORIA (CP) — The 

I provincial department of in- 
I dustrial development, trade 
1 and commerce says things 
I look pretty good for 1959.

The departmental report,
I tabled at the opening of the 
I legislature Thursday, said 
I business activity was less,
I buoyant in 1958. But the year I had closed on a note of optim I ism that prospects would im- 
I prove In 1959.
I The department, which Is 
I the second portfolio held by | 
] attorney general Robert Bon- 
Iner, said In Its report ending 
I Dec. 31, 1958 that It expected 
I British Columbia’s exports- 
I Imports will have a value of 
I $760,000,000 and $440,000,000 
! respectively for the full year 
| of 1958. .

It said that a steady tm- 
| prove ment Is expected in 1959 
les reduced domestic and for- 
leign stocks of materials are 

plenished.
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Tax boost 
on diesel 
fuel asked

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — A royal com­

mission has suggested a higher 
tax lor diesel fuels.

Both gasoline and diesel 
fuels now pay a provincial tax 
of 10 cents a gallon.

A royal commission report 
filed in the legislature Thurs­
day said diesel fuel should be 
taxed at 12 cents a gallon.

The commission, named a 
year ago, had been asked to 
learn if heavy vehicles were 
paying a fair share of highway 
construction and maintenance.

* * •

THE COMMISSION included j 
| Dr. H. F. Angus, the chairman j 
1 of the public utilities commis- 
| sion; George Lindsay, the su-1 
I perintendent of the motor ve-j 
] hides branch; and senior! 
I government officials.

The commissions recom-1
I mended that a department of I 
j motor transport be set up “to
j] protect the highways.”

• The creation of 27 new |
II weigh stations to make sure | 
[ that overloaded vehicles do not [ 
| get onto the highways;

• That there be higher li-
i cence fees on a gross weight I 
| basis, rather than a net weight I 
g basis, for commercial vehides; | 
J (the amount of the increase [ 
g was not suggested).

• That there be some sys-1 
I tem to makç heavy trucks pay I 
I a tax on fuel purchased outside I 
I of B.C. The commission was I 
1 told that big diesel trucks, with I 
I big tanks, come into B.C. and 1 
1 go out again without buying I 
I a dime’s worth of fuel in B.C I

• • •
THE REPORT said that the I 

| general public should pay a I 
I share of highway construction I 
I and maintenance costs, * but I 
I that the heavy users could be I 
[expected to pay a greater] 
I share than they are noW.

- r-
m f-

Government House f 
insurance $256,999
VICTORIA — The{ govem- 

Bment received $256,999 in in- 
! surance on the fire Which de- 
Istroyed Government House in 
j Victoria in the spring of 1957.

The figure was revealed in

the public accounts filr/d in the 
legislature on Thursday,

The item was listed as; 
“(less insurance claims re­
ceived, Government House)” 
in the $8.366,767 construction 
bill for government buildings,

Goglardi's travelling 
expense tops cabinet

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Highways minister Phil Gaglardi only 
it $4,249 In travelling in the fiscal year ending last 
ch 31.irch

The figure was listed in 
I the public accounts filed in 
I the legislature on Thurs- 
Iday. The year before he 
I spent $5,043.
I But the lull total for Mr. 
I Gaglardi 1» yet to coipe. The 
I coat of operation of the alr- 
] plane set aside for him In the 
• highway department will show 
lister in the annual report of 
I the highway department.
I Premier Bennett’s traveling 
I expense was listed st $3,502; 
[ Attorney-General Bonner at

$1,427 and another $1,725 as 
Minister of Trade; Education 
Minister Peterson at $2,392; 
Health Minister Martin at 
$2,435.

Premier Bennett has said 
several times that he Is care­
ful to separate his political 
trips, which he pays for him­
self, from government trips; 
and that actually politics costs 
him some thousands of dollars.
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BRIDGE

PROFITS PILING UP
Tolls show
$1,800,000
VICTORIA—Motorists paid $1,709,328 in tolls on 

the Lions Gate Bridge during the fiscal year which 
» I ended March 31.

Public accounts presented to the Legislature Thurs- 
|j| day also showed that $725,310 in tolls was collected on
Ro.l. n_!J— L.i-------- T S SAM • « - • ASHouse I

256,999
Oak Street Bridge between June 1, 1957 and March 31. ; • 

The B.C. Highway and ^

Bridge showed $161,554 for f,

$12,074 for miscellaneous costs Ï 
and $161,539 as interest on \ 
debt. Net revenue from the | 
bridge was listed at $1,369,993.

Gordon Sloan 
tribute paid 
in legislature

the public accounts filf/d in the 
legislature on Thursday*

The item was listed as: 
“(less insurance claims re­
ceived, Government House)” 
in the $8,366,767 construction 
bill for government buildings. VICTORIA — The govern- j 

ment paid official tribute to ! 
the late Hon- Gordon Sloan in j 
the speech from the throne at | 
the Legislature opening Thurs­
day.

Lieutenant - Governor Ross 
said the province “has suffer­
ed a great loss in the untimely 
death of the Hon. Mr. Sloan.

“As an elected representa­
tive of the people of this prov­
ince, as a minister of the 
crown, as chief justice of the 
Court of Appeal . . and more

eminent ... he served his 
native province with distinc­
tion and integrity.”

Mr. Sloan died Jan. 14-

avelling 
; cabinet

Throne speech isn't new to Tom
in 40 sessions

nlster Phil Gaglardl only 
le fiscal year ending last

he's heard plenty1 and another $1,725 as 
iter of Trade; Education 
iter Peterson at $2,392; 
th Minister Martin at honorable the Labor member 

from Fernie.
"Still fit as a fiddle," he told 

newspapermen when hé ar­
rived for the session,” and go­
ing into caucus with myself."

As the sole Labor member 
of the house, he has no col­
leagues, and therefore doesn’t 
have a caucus. But he does 
have a separate office, a tiny

4dtoW»Wa letter and *20*his

VICTORIA— When Tom 
Uphill of Fernie sat at his 
place in the Legislature 
Thursday and heard the 
speech from the throne, it 
was far from new to him.

It was the fortieth time in a 
row.

•. a a
MB. UPHILL, 85 next June

•rentier Bennett has said 
eral times that he Is care- 

to separate his political
s, which he pays for hlm- 
, from government trips; 
that actually politics costs 
some thousands of dollars.

26, has been in the,
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of motion that he will at­
tempt to get the B.C. Tele­
phone Co. and its subsid­
iaries in B.C. under provin­
cial jurisdiction.

The company is now subject 
to control of the federal board 
of transport commissioners be­
cause it has a federal charter.

HIGH ON THE LIST of Mr. 
Strachan’s targets will be Pro­
vincial Secretary Wesley Black 
for his handling of mental 
health services.

Mr. Strachan adjourned the!

Cars get lùst 
in B.C. potholes, 
says Socred

VICTORIA—An MLA Frl 
day asked the government 
to change lt« road surfacing 
mix because motorist» are 
losing their cars in the pot

William Murray. Prince 
Rupert Social Credit mem­
ber, said potholes in some 
Northern roads were so deep 
“that signa were placed In 
them by unfortunate motor 
ists Baling: 'Please don’t fill 
this pothole in — my ear is 

. at the bottom'
He admitted some exag 

but said the high 
gkould 

using a road surfacing 
“pulvl •mix" on

Strachan plans attack 
over B.C. phone setup

VICTORIA—CCF Leader Robert Strachan primed 
his guns Friday to shell the government on three major 
issues — debt refinancing, mental health services and 
B.C. Telephone Co. control.

Mr. Strachan will get the B.C. Power Commission 
debt refinancing row into the legislature with a ques­
tion on the order paper about bond issues.

He also has given notice
debate in the Legislature Fri­
day afternoon, which means 
he will have the floor Monday 
at 2 p.m. He probably will be 
the only speaker in the after­
noon.

Game violations
show increase
VICTORIA—There has been 

an increase in violations of 
the fishing and game regula­
tions, the government was 
told.

The annual report of the 
Department of Recreation and 
Conservation said that full 

1 figures cannot be given until 
m later.

Trail MLA 
in debut
at session
By GORDON McCALLUM 

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Donald L. 

Brothers was applauded from 
both sides of the House as he 
rose Friday to make his first 
speech In the legislature.

The loudest desk-thumping 
came from the government 
side. That was because every­
one knew the government had 
struggled to a victory in get­
ting Mr. Brothers elected in 
the Dec. 15 byelection at 
Rossland-Trail.

HE REPLACES former 
forestry minister Robert Som­
mers.

Mr. Brothers Who was mov­
ing the reply tto the speech 
from the throne asked for 
development of the Columbia 
River, and suggested speedy 
federal action.

He also sought equalization 
cf freight rates.

He hoped labor leaders “are 
prepared to assurtie their 
places as responsible citizens 
of our community.

Truckers face rise 
in overload costs

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The Road-User Commission, whicl 

studied the contributions trucks and passenger caryi
make toward road costs, has suggested much higher! 
fees, on a mileage basis, for overloads.

The commission report, tabled in the House, t*ad | 
suggested the 10-cent tax on diesel fuel be increased to | 
12 cents a gallon; it did not recommend a change in the I 
10-cent tax on gasoline.

But there would be a new 
system for overloads — 
and it was in overloads, the 
commission was told,

where highways might suf* w 
fer the. most.

THE PRESENT FEE is $3 B
for permission to carry ah K 
overload; under the suggested!? 
system, it would be based fk 
from 10 cents a mile up tojÇ 
an overload of..one ton, up tog| 
$2.74 a mile ftfif an overload 1$ 
of 30 tons.

It also suggested strict en- E 
forcement against vehicles J| 
which carry overloads with-E 
out permission. \

The commission suggested if 
higher licencing fees for a 
trucks and commercial ve-M 
hides, and a system of tak- j! 
ing the gross weight (the [| 
loaded weight) instead of the i 
net (unloaded) weight of ve- 1 
hides. 1

mm

Vi- ■mm
HIGHWAY REPORT RELEASED

Goglardi plane, repairs, 
cost $36,000 in year

«1

VICTOEBfA — The highway department spent 
$36,420 on aircraft repairs and expenses during the 
fiscal year ending last March.

The figure,- disclosed in
the annual report of the 
department, was down 
about $14,000 from the 
previous year when new 
engines were Installed in 
the plane which Highways 
Minister Gaglardi uses.

The item is in the middle of 
an expenditure listing lor 
“roads generally."

Most costly: the nine-mile Can­
yon bridge and approaches at 
$773,918.

There were 184 miles of 
highway constructed or recon­
structed during the year, of 
which the Trans-Canada High­
way had 63 miles.

“THEBE IS NO QUESTION 
that labor unions are a major L 
factor In our province and I 
must take their full share of | 
the responsibility that comes 1 

I with powsr to make sure that 
| the public as a whole are not I 
I Injured by their actions," he 
i said. TjS#H

«on.

DURING THE SAME YEAR, 
$21,28$ waa spent on metropol­
itan road planning in Vancou­
ver, but no findings have ever 
been made public.

The bill for centre line mark­
ing waa $130,287.

It cost $108392 for mainten­
ance of Lions Gate Bridge. 
This bill. Is paid by the High­
way Department rather than 
from toll revenue. Mainten­
ance at Oak Street Bridge cost 
$93,311.

GROSS EXPENDITURE on 
Trans-Canada Highway In the 
province was $26,409,187—with 
the federal government shar­
ing 50-50 In a large part A 
total of $1,404,547 waa spent 
on bridges on this highway.

SIXTY-TWO BRIDGES were 
completed and work was under 
way on 30 more, 16 of them 
on the Trans-Canada High­
way.

There are 22,508 miles of 
highways supervised by the 
department, 3,528 as trunk 
highways, 2,395 as main high­
ways. There were 14,617 miles 
kept clear ol snow.

Total expenditure tor main- 
tenance for highways bridges 
and ferries was $14,621,938.

There were 48 miles of seal 
coating (preliminary hard-sur­
facing) completed.

The entire ferry system 
carried 2,879,758 vehicles. Be- 
sides the drivers there were 
4,245,189 passengers. Busiest 
ferry was at Caatlegar with 
579,007 vehicles.
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Murray said.

IT WAS INCONSISTENT 
that people may buy vodka in 
case lots from the liquor com-

Report shows 
B.C. ordered 
cut in staff

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A government 

document has made it official 
that a 5 per cent cut in staff 
was ordered more than a year 
ago by the B.C. government.

H. C. Davies, personnel offi­
cer in the department of high­
ways, had this statement in 
the annual department report:

"The major undertaking of 
of the year was staff reduc­
tion. In co-operation with the 
civil service and our branch 
heads, replacements were r| 
stricted to a minimum, and 
adjustments were made in the 
operation of the particular 
procedures to reduce unneces­
sary work.

The over-all staff reduction] 
during the year exceeded si 
per cent and at the peakfl 
period of employment our 
work force totalled 5,047; low 
was 3,895.

Liquor for Indians urged 
to erase 'second class' slur

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A Soda! 

Credit backbencher asked 
the government Friday to 
change liquor laws so In­
dians will stop being “sec­
ond class citizens."

And he asked mat vodka be 
sold by the bottle in liquor 
stores.

William Murray, of Prince 
Rupert was seconding the 
reply to the speech from the 
throne.

• • •
INDIANS CAN DRINK in

beer parlors, but they can’t

buy any beer from the parlors 
to take out, nor can they buy 
at liquor stores, he said.

"If I gave an Indian a drink 
in hours outside of the licenced 
sale hours, I would be commit­
ting an offence.”

"Our restrictions make the 
Indians feel the discrimination 
and make them feel that the 
label of 'second-class citizen* 
is being applied to them,” Mr.

mission, or by the glass at 
some licenced outlets, but cat* 
not buy it by the single bottle.

He said an explanation last 
year that vodka is "an odor­
less and insidious drink” is 
hardly consistent with the 
sale by case lots.

"I urge this regulation be 
rescinded,” he said, "particu­
larly in view of its availability 
in Alberta and in the U.S.

Liquor: the profit and loss account
The provincial government should be 

able to spare more of its enormous liquor 
profits to augment the wretchedly small 

: grant it allots to the government-financed 
1 Alcoholism Foundation of B.C.

Public accounts tabled at Victoria 
i show that the government sold $93,000,- 
i 000 worth of booze in the last fiscal year 

■ and made a net profit of $20,838,507, 
” which went into the consolidated revenue 

I fund.
Out of this huge sum the government 

decided at last budget time that it could 
spare only $50,000 for the Alcoholism 
Foundation, a reduction of $25,000 from 
the previous annual grant. The Founda­
tion, which had budgeted $83,000 for its 
meagre operation in 1958, was finally able 

I to convince the government that the 
$25,000 cut should be restored.

* * * *
This year the government should see 

te it that the grant is considerably in­
creased, for the foundation's staff has had 
to be reduced at a time when the number 
of alcoholics in B.C. has risen by 2,000

cases in four years to a total of 22,000 
cases.

It would be penny-wise for the gov­
ernment to consider grants toward curing 
alcoholism solely in the nature of an ex­
pense. Seattle, a city a little larger than 
Vancouver, estimates that alcoholism 
costs there total about $3,500,000 a year 
for policing, jails, psychiatric hospitals, 
traffic courts, lost working time and so

Officials of the Alcoholism Foundation 
hope to be able to. “educate” the govern­
ment to the point where it will consider 
it good business to give the foundation 1 
per cent of its liquor profits to ward off 
the most expensive results of over-drink­
ing.

Economically or morally there is no 
excuse for the government ignoring its 
proper responsibility toward minimizing 
the bad effects of the abuse of liquor.

It should be able to spare 1 per cent 
of its tremendous liquor profit to help 
clear up the wreckage.
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B.C. plans sellout 
of public power
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BCE, Wenner-Gren 
attacked in House

MLA blasts financing 
of Peace River power

VICTORIA — Financing of the proposed Peace 
River power development was criticized by MLA George 
Gregory in the Legislature Monday.

He would be surprised if the general public were 
offered shares in the Peace River Devlopment Com­
pany—the Wenner-Gren-backed company which is in­
vestigating development of Peace River power—at less
than $10 a share, he said. ----- ----- ---------------- ---- —

The Wenner-Gren or- velopment of the Columbia 
ganization got them for 35 and °le Peace rivers, 
cents a share and B.C. Mr. Gregory said he was not
Flectric at "61 a share hittlng at the g°vernment'Electric at $1 a snare. controlled power commission.

Liberal also w. believed the power commis-

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan charged Monday the B.C. Power Com­
mission was being set up as prey for the B.C. 
Electric or Wenner-Gren.

He challenged Premier Bennett to a general elec­
tion, berated Attorney-General Bonner for his handling 
of the Sommers case and accused Provincial Secretary 
Black of misleading the Legislature at the last session 
in his mental services report.

But at the end of the two-hour attack the govern­
ment ranks were still solid and turned down a want-of- 
confidence motion by a vote of 37 to 14.

Mel Bryan, the former 8 " ilHMIifSWr'' ' 
Social Créditer from North ; 45
Vancouver who crossed the |, ÆjHW" B2 
floor last year, voted with
the oppositidn. ,.“jC:

Mr. Strachan charged that " : j
the power commission “la be- : .yjHpl
Ing fattened up for the kill, 
when the time comes to turn Brfl 
It over to a private corpora-
tion “ |VJ “YOU’RE ALWAYS WRO
DENIAL BY PREMIER “You were wrong and

[ "The answer is no," Premier H wer« proven wrong." 
Bennett said. rf|| Strachan said directly to

“I’ve heard you say .no be- |M premier, 
fore,” said Mr. Strachan. “In ■ “You’re always wrong," 

-the past the no has meant yes H premier replied, 
when the chips were down.” On the refinancing ques

Mr. Strachan claimed the HH said Mr. Strachan, evidenc 
premier was afraid to refer Mr. Briggs and former i
the power question to a House missioner H. H. Griffin si
committee. ed there was a refinan

"He gave It to a royal com-1|9 «tcp. 
mission with narrow terms of |9j "The premier says no,

; reference which almost ignored evidence says yes," said 
| completely the allegations of HH Straçhaq. ‘^Everybody is 
the former general manager.” of step but the premier.”
n r,Yffr ,,H- L®* H CITES NEWS STORY
Briggs was fired by the com- _ .,mission after he publicly wB ^ *aid
blasted the governmertt on «MP*T $£5? SSL" 
re inancing arrangement he H ihere w« TTha^Z

The Victoria 
criticized Attorney - General 
Bonner for his handling of the 
Sommers case.

He said the government 
ehould turn the generation of 
power over to a new B.C. 
hydro authority which could 
develop power in the most 
economical way and sell it to ; 
the B.C. Electric and the B.C. j 
Power Commission.

The government should hire 
the best men available to run 
the new enterprise and be will­
ing to pay them appropriate 
salaries, he said.

The lawyer - member said 
one problem in attracting in­
dustry to B.C. was that “our 
power r/ites are too high.”

A hydro authority could get 
to work developing the prov­
ince's power resources on the 
most economical terms, he 
said. It could start with de-

11Ü

Bennett
ignores
Strachan
VICTORIA Premier 

Bennett turned his back 
on CCF Leader Robert
Strachan during part of the 
opposition leader’s address 
in the House on ' Monday.

The premier, as do other 
members, sits on ,a swivel 
chair.

For many minutes, on Mon­
day, he turned completely 
around and faced the cabinet 
members in the row behind 
him. ■.■■■' ,

At other times he examined' 
documents and discussed them 

! with the ministers beside him.
Once or twice Mr. Strachan 

needled him into comment.
Once, on Monday, it ap­

peared that Mr. Speaker Hugh 
Shantz was noticing the fact 
that the premier wai turned 
around!

He called: “Order, please.”,!
The premier partly turned 

his chair.
- “Such disrespect Wait ^or 
him," a CCF voice called.

"Order, please," Mr. Speaker
said again.

Mr. Bennett turned all the
eArxiim/l ^

said the government was de­
manding. The Shrum Com­
mission is now studying these 
allegations.)
CHARGES ‘SERIOUS’

Mr. Strachan said that when 
Mr. Briggs made his allege-

As he 
Premier 
times, a t 
a low voli 

“Calm < 
Mr. Strati 

, point. 
Referrit 

given by 
premier 1 
the prem 
ledged at 
•aid:

"The j 
the repor 
fiction wi 
big so bt 
ties."

fions, the government was re­
duced to questioning his men­
tal condition.

: "The charges made by the 
former general manager were 
very serious," Mr. Strachan
said.

The premier, said Mr. way afound.
But then, there was no 

spokenword indication that 
Mr. Speaker was referring to

(Continued on next
See BIG INTER!

the premier.

_



BLACK ATTACKED
He said government centen­

nial year booklets last year
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s financing 
River power
ncing of the proposed Peace 
t was criticized by MLA George 
*e Monday.
sed if the general public were 
’eace River Devlopment Com- 
-backed company which is in- 
of Peace River power—at less 
id.

velopment of the Columbia 
and the Peace rivers.

Mr. Gregory said he was not 
hitting at the government- 
controlled power commission. E 
He believed the power commis- 
sioners had done their best 
"but you can’t expect the very |y. 
best from men who have al-n 
ready done their life’s work.’’ |

Bennett
ignores
Strachan
VICTORIA — Premier 

Bennett turned his hack 
]on CCF Leader Robert 
Strachan during part of the 

| opposition leader’s address 
in the House on Monday. 

The premier, as do other 
I members, sits on jt swivel 
| chair.

For ipany minutes, on Mon- 
I day, he turned completely 
I around and laced the cabinet 
I members In the row behind 
| him.

At other time# he examined 
I documents and discussed them 
I with the ministers beside him.

Once or twice Mr. Strachan 
| needled him into comment.

Once, on Monday, it ap- 
I peered that Mr. Speaker Hugh 
I Shantz was noticing the lact 
I that the premier was turned 
(around!

He called: “Order, please.” 
The premier partly turned 

I his chair.
1- “Such disrespect Walt ^or 
I him,” a CCF voice called.
I "Order, please," Mr. Speaker
I said again.

Mr. Bennett turned all the 
ray afound.

But then, there was no 
| spoken-word indication that 

"" . Speaker was referring to 
premier.

BIG INTERESTS HIT
chan, “there will be a change 
in government” and we will 
get a decent power commis- 
sion.’ Oh, you are pretty scared 
now, Mr. premier."

"Are you asking for one?
(An election)" demanded the 
premier.

“Any time you are ready,” 
said Mr. Strachan. "You 
wouldn’t dare. You wouldn' 
dare.”

Mr. Strachan said all of BC 
is questioning the government 
in its relationship with the 
Wenne r-Gren organization, 
which proposes to develop 
Peace River power.
•PEOPLE FEARFUL’

"For years this province has 
been dominated by an octo­
pus,” he said,

"No wonder the people of 
BC are fearful of the future 
as long as this government is 
in power."

The policies of the govern­
ment, he said, had made the 
power commission "fair game 
for B.C. Electric or Wenner- 
Gren.”

“It will be a sad day in this 
province if such companies as 
B.C. Electric or Wenner-Gren 
have absolute control of the 
hydro resources."
CRITICIZES BONNER

"This government has 
(made) our province the laugh­
ing stock of Canada," said Mr. 
Strachan.

The Social Credit govern­
ment has disgraced the people 
of B.C. and put their future 
In jeopardy.

Ohce, as he discussed the 
Sommers case, Mr. Speaker 
Shantz called him to order. 
But this did not occur until he 
had delivered a long criticism 
of Attorney-General Bonner's 
handling of the Sqmmers case.

“This government is no long­
er worthy of the conlidence of 
the people,” Mr. Strachan said 
In his motion of non-confid 
ence. “It should resign.” 
GREGORY FOLLOWS 

Mr. Strachan spoke from 
2:12 p.m. to 4:19 and then 
•House Liberal leader George 
Gregory took up the cudgels 
In the attack on the govern­
ment.

Mr. Strachan, a Scot with a 
hint of heather in his voice, 
accused the government of “a 
fear that the government 
might get to know too much.
It has a cringing fear of critic­
ism . .’’

He accused the government 
of denying an border for a 5 
per cent reduction In staff, 
and still “there are not enough 
stenographers around to do 
the job pdoperly of extending | 
the ordinary courtesy of a 

iply (to a letter.)”
SHUSHES BENNETT 

As he thrust and probed, 
Premier Bennett kept, at 
times, a running comment, in 
a low voice.

"Calm down, Mr. Premier," 
Mr. Strachan demanded at one 
point.

Referring to the free space 
given by newspapers to the 
premier for articles of which 
the premier was the acknow­
ledged author, Mr. Strachan 
said: 2»

"The premier has accused 
the reporters of B.C. of beini 
fiction writers. He is not di 
tag so badly in his own

I Tuesday, Jan. 27, 1959
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paid tribute to the pioneers of 
roadbuilding at the same time 
the Social Credit government 
was listing their efforts as "a 
vaudeville job.”

"He ran,” he said of Pro­
vincial Secretary Wesley Black 
on the debate last year on the 
the state of the mental institu-

He said that all through last 
session "he was sitting on a 
report” which, said Mr. 
Strachan, bore out what the 
opposition was saying about 
the department.

■\QUOTES REPORT
"It was a rejection of your 

promise to keep the people in­
formed,” he told the premier. 
It was done for political ad 
vantage. It was a masterful 
display of irresponsibility.”

Mr. Strachan quoted from 
sections of the report which 
referred to a blanket order to 
cut staff by 5 per cent—and 
said Mr. Black had denied last 
year that there was such an 
order; that it reported that 
social services had to be re­
duced and even, in some areas, 
to be withdrawn completely.

Mr. Black, last year, said Mr. 
Strachan, had termed the op­
position charges as mere pro­
paganda "when all the time 
you had the report. You with­
held the information which 
>ou had.”
UBC BUDGET HIT

Other observations by Mr. 
Strachan:
• “There was a miserable 

increase” for UBC in last 
year's estimates;

.'■S "I never saw so many 
(road) surveyors about as I 
did during the Rossland-Trail 
byelection” ;

• This government is the 
"slickest, smoothest, most un­
scrupulous political machine 
this province has ever 
known”;
• “There is now the same 

type of machine in Social 
Credit as that which was so 
freely condemned in the other 
parties."
CITES SOMMERS CASE 

Mr. Strachan again criti­
cized Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner for delaying prosecu­
tion in the Sommers case. 
(Former forestry minister 
Robert Sommers was con­
victed of bribery and sen­
tenced to five years; he is 
on bail pending an appeal.)

This is now the fourth year, 
said Mr. Strachan, because 
there is something before a 
commission or before the 
cofrts, that the House has 
been unable to freely debale 
the case.

He reminded the House that 
Premier Bennett made the

legislature sit all one night 
"just because we adked for 
an investigation. We were not 
asking for prosecution nor for 
persecution, but for an investi­
gation.”

What Mr. Sommers needed, 
he said, was "protection from 
his friends.”

Mr. Strachan, detailing the 
Sommers case, in which there 
was testmony of the repay­
ment of an $8,000 loan, said:

"Only three people know 
about that loan."
HALTED BY SPEAKER
' At that minute Mr. Speaker 

Shantz halted his speech and 
ruled that further references 
were sub-judice (before the 
courts.) Despite a plea from 
lawyer Gordon Dowding, CCF, 
Burnaby, that his ruling was 
wrong, the Speaker stuck to it.

Mr Dowding argued that 
the appeal is not on the evi­
dence and discussion in the 
House would not prejudice an 
appeal.

"This is not a court of re­
view,” said Mr. Bonner. "And 
there would not be additional 
prejudice. The opposition has 
been doing it right along. 
INVITATION BY BONNER

Mr. Bonner invited that the 
question be raised again dur­
ing his estimates "when I can 
reply with the same heat.”

(Under parliamentary pro­
cedure he was technically 
wrong, as was the premier 
before him, in breaking in 
during this debate).

Mr. Bonner rose to interrupt 
several times and at one point 
declared: "I’ll deal with you 
later, my friend.”
WILUSTON REPUES

Mr. Strachan was followed 
to the floor by Mr. Gregory 
and by Lands and Forests Min­
ister Ray Williston.

Mr. Williston said Mr. Stra­
chan had got up "quite a head 
of steÆm” but his assertions re­
minded the minister of the 
sputterings of a rocket that 
was finally lost in space.

He said not one of Mr. 
Strachan's assertions that the 
B.C. Power Commission was 
being "fattened for the kill" 
to be taken over by the B.C. 
Electric Company or the Wen­
ner-Gren interests could be 
substantiated.

When the "full story” of the 
power commission became 
known it would be anything 
but the story Mr. Strachan was 
trying to write.
BACKING ADVANCES

The facts behind the govern­
ment's financial proposals for 
the commission were simply 
that it was trying to give 
proper backing to advances

made to the commission in the 
past.

He told Mr. Strachan he 
would not say the commission 
was not meeting its debts.

The power commission "has 
been paying but the rate at 
which it was paying back 
would not have retired its 
debts on the due dates.”

Referring to the opposition 
leader’s criticisms of a 17-per- 
cent increase in freight ra^es 
on the government-owned Pa­
cific Great Eastern Railway, 
the minister said the PGE is 
committed to follow the course 
of the national railways in 
freight rate matters because it 
has to meet the same wage 
scales.
TO ANSWER TODAY

Mr. Williston said the 17- 
per-cent rate hike would apply 
to only a very few of the com­
modities carried by the lin| 
and would "not affect the 
economy of this province very 
much."

The minister promised that 
today he will go into the 
matter of power and Mr. 
Strachan’s charges about the
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Peace River 
power vital
m six years

-Williston
By GORDON McCALLUM

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Peace River (Wenner-Gren) power 

elopment will help avert a critical power shortage in 
. in the next six or seven years.
Lands and Forests Minister Ray Williston made

Itljis declaration in the Legislature on Tuesday as he de­
fended the government’s encouragement of power de- 
v|lopment on the river.

a speech of one hour 
30 minutes, he said:

\ 7è B.C. power demands are 
\ géifig up at more than 9 per 
£cèit every year.

3# Even if all the difficulties 
Jof Columbia development co- 
[ operation were solved now, 

‘ avy power could not be ex­
ited from it before 1967;
Ji The door is open for both 

I public and private investment 
I lit this (Peace | River) scheme;

13® The people of B.G should 
b* thankful there is activity 
lrf the Peace River now;

;(i Power development in 
BiC. will be the magnet for 
industry, Just as the Bonne­
ville project in the U.S. acted 
a( a magnet for the north­

west United States.
r. Williston got little need­

ling from the opposition as 
| h< spoke.

Peace River project is fairly 
simple in execution when com­
pared to the Fraser or Colum­
bia. Site selection is limited 
to three or four locations and 
already some of these have 
been abandoned because of 
poor foundation materials."

He declared that at the pres­
ent time no other major hydro 
power development is under 
way or projected in B.C.

Columbia plans 
more complex
he «aid final engineering on 

t>$ Columbia, in addition to 
the conclusion of the down­
stream benefits question, “is 
a -much more complex prob- 

than that on the Peace 
tt.

claimed that the present 
Bvemment has not 
Iaw for an agree- 

mtnt with the United States; 
that U.S. Interests dictated a 
ptficy of delay in negotiating 
a-Columbia settlement up to 
t)$ point where B.C. could be 
so-power-hungry that it would 

an unreasonable settle-

___ that the Wenner-Gren
dflrriopment Is being planned, 
he said, "We are in a much 
belter bargaining position as 

as ^the Cdt&nbid Is con-

Ir. WUUston declared that 
Columbia development 
iges many dams, 

the other hand, "the

‘Less obstacles 
to be overcome’ ^
"No other major source of 

power is presently in this 
statement of development. 
There seem to be less obstacles 
to be overcome on the Peace 
to deliver electricity than from 
any other present source.”

He said there had been 
claims that power could not be 
transmitted over the long dis­
tance from Peace River to the 
Lower Mainland; but he said, 
competent engineers have said | 
it can be done.

He estimated that by 1975. * 
B.C. will need the power from 
both the Columbia and the | 
Peace River.

"It is mandatory that a ma­
jor river development be har­
nessed to supply the provincial 8 
power needs by 1965 unless we | 
are to turn more completely | 
to relatively expensive thermal j 
generation.

"By 1975, a substantial por­
tion of all the available energy 
which I have listed will be re­
quired. By the year 2,000, we 
will be looking toward the 
Liard, the Upper Stiklne, and 
the Taku for future sources 
of electric power.”
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BUDA BROWN APPEALS

Student aid
plan backed

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

. VICTORIA — Mrs. Buda Brown asked the Legisla- 
| ture Tuesday for more help for UBC and for develop- 
iment plans for university endowment lands, 
t "— The lone woman on the

ova
By GOIg

ProvlnF

Uphill appeals 
for more aid 
lo Fernie area

VICTORIA — Tom Uphill, 
the veteran, independent | 
member from Fernie, won 
applause from both sides of j 

I the House Tuesday when he 
| called for more government |
I aid for his area.

He said Fernie has lost | 
200 persons since the coal 
mines closed a year ago and i 
now it has also lost a second | 
industry, a brewery with 
$100,000 payroll.

He called Xor road and 
other developments to take 
up the slack in employment

government side of the 
house, representing Point 
Grey, said she was pleased 
that the throne speech said 
more loans and bursaries 
would be made available to 
UBC students.

"Living close to the univer­
sity, I have been able to ob­
serve how many of our worthy 
young people work at many 
kinds of jobs and I think they 
often do without even neces­
sities in order to put them­
selves through.

“These are the students who 
will find a raise in tuition fees 
almost insurmountable.

Turning to Lands and For­
ests Minister Ray Williston, 
she added:

"May I again make a special 
plea for the master plan of 
the university endowment 
lands to be brought forth.

"This is my constituency 
and the people living there 
are getting a little anxious re­
garding the opening up of the 
lands.
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MIA claims
workers back 
Wen-Gren
VICTORIA — Peace River 

Power Development will “be 
the turning point in the devel­
opment of the northland,” a 
Social Credit MLA told the 
House Tuesday.

Hugh Shlrreff, Skeena, who 
lives at Kttlmat, said he 
couldn't understand why the 
CCF opposition would oppose 
the (Wenner-Gren) develop­
ment.

“The workers were amazed

I when there was opposition to 
it because to them it will 
mean a vast pool of work.
“It will mean an Influx of 

I cheap power.”
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DON McCALLUM
ce Victoria Bureau

Buda Brown asked the Legisla- 
help for UBC and for develop- 

ty endowment lands. 
ma31 The lone woman on the 

government side of the 
house, representing Point 

™ Grey, said she was pleased 
Hj 1 that the throne speech said 

more loans and bursaries 
would be made available to 
UBC students.

“Living close to the univer- 
H sity, I have been able to ob- 

serve how many of our worthy 
young people work at many 
kinds of jobs and I think they 
often do without even neces­
sities in order to put them­
selves through.

“These are the students who 
will find a raise in tuition fees 

I almost insurmountable.
Turning to Lands and For­

ests Minister Ray Williston, 
she added:

“May I again make a special 
plea for the master plan of 
the university endowment 
lands to be brought forth.

“This is my constituency 
and the people living there 
are getting a little anxious re­
garding the opening up of the 
lands.

MLA claims 
workers back 
Wen-Gren
VICTORIA — Peace River 

[ Power Development will “be 
I the turning point in the devel- 
I opment of the northland,” a 
I Social Credit MLA told the 
I House Tuesday.

Hugh Shirreff, Skeena, who 
I lives at Kitimat, said he 
B couldn’t understand why the 
I CCF opposition would oppose 
I the (Wenner-Gren) develop- 
I ment.

“The workers were amazed 
I when there was opposition to 
I it because to them it will 
I mean a vast pool of work.

“It will mean an influx of 
I cheap power.”

ennett 
battles 

over debt
By GORDON McCALLUM

Province Victoria Bureau 1
VICTORIA—The Legis­

lature voted unanimously 
at 11:25 p.m. Tuesday to 
have the labor committee 
study the problems of un­
employment and thus 
meekly ended hours of bit­
ter debate.

The house had argued. In 
an unexpected night sitting, 
whether a committee of the 
whole house, as wanted by the 
CCF, should study it, or 
whether it should go to the 
labor committee, as suggsted 
by labor minister Lyle Wicks. 
CCF JOINED IN

When the legislature turned 
down the CCF amendment, the 
CCF then joined the govern­
ment in passing the original 
resolution.

The final vote came after a 
vigorous defence by Premier 
Bennett of his debt repayment 
policies, after the CCF had re­
ferred to them.

He said that only by reduc­
ing the net debt, had the 
government been able to get 
millions lor expansion by 
government agencies and 
guarantee school borrowings.

"The financial policies of 
this government will make free 
enterprise work,” he said.

He said B.C. pays the highest 
social assistance rates in all 
Canada, and the greatest con­
tribution to municipalities. 
ATTACK ON 8TBACHAN

In a direct thrust at CCF 
leader Robert Strachan, the 
premier recalled an earlier by- 
election when Harold Winch 
was CCF leader.

"The CCF had good leader­
ship then,” he said. "Who 
would have put on the scene 
that the present leader did to­
day?”

“We had a courteous pre­
mier then, too,” Mr. Strachan 
snapped.

For every dollar of debt re­
duction, he said, there had 
been many more dollars spent 
on the expansion of B.C. 
CREATED JOBS

That (debt, reduction) Is 
the reason we have been able 
to create all this employment,” 
the premier said.

The net debt position will 
enable the government to get 
“the hundreds of millions nec­
essary” for public develop­
ment of the Columbia River.

CCFer Ran Harding sought 
to placate both sides of the 
house.

“We deserve to get Into the 
trouble we do," he said. “It. is 
the foolish attitude the gov­
ernment takes, and possibly 
ourselves, which puts us In 
the position we are in.”

v>\. HW_____ -ET. ' - ■ y
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Parliamentarians or schoolboys?
It’s time our elected representatives 

stopped the name-calling game and got 
back to business—the public’s business.

We’ve had the opening run of exhibi­
tion circusing in both Victoria and Ot­
tawa. Derision tactics accomplish only 
one thing: cheapening both the individual 
members and the House as a whole in the 
public’s eyes.

;> * » V * *
How can you blame .the public for its 

“who cares?” attitude on important public 
issues when the exchange of taunts seems 
to be the main course in our legislature?

Thjjg repartee of ridicule from op-

K'onto government (and vice-versa) 
erangs. The public loses interest... 

and respect.
* * * »

We believe that Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan won no converts in his 
scathing attack on the government Mon­
day—not because of the issues raised but

because of the terms in which many of 
his remarks were couched.

And Premier Bennett, who joined the 
cross-fire of taunts and at one point turned 
his swivel chair and his back to Mr. 
Strachan while the opposition leader was 
speaking, did not set a good example.

Small things in themselves, perhaps. 
But it appears this sort of behavior is be­
coming the norm, not the exception.

* * * *
Not that anyone wants legislative de­

bates to become heavy and dull. But 
where are the knife-edge wit, the sparkling 
repartee, the scathing retorts with which 
former hard-hitting parliamentarians like 
Gordon Wismer, Harold Winch and the 
late R. H. Pooley, Duff Pattullo and R. L. 
Maitland enlivened former legislative ses­
sions?

Nobody is naive enough to expect that 
the politicians will stop putting on a show. 
But let it be a lively, entertaining one. 
Not an exchange of schoolboy insults.

RECESS CALLED
At 11 p.m., the House had 

voted 32-14 against a CCF 
move to send the question to 
a committee of the whole 
House.

The night sitting developed 
when Mr. Speaker Hugh 
Shantz called a recess at 6 pm 
and then at 8 had to hear a 
debate, then call another re­
cess, to decide if it was a new 
aitting of the House, or a con­
tinuation of the afternoon one.

The ruling: It wai « new
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Bennett to seek 
more aid for B.C
Meets P.M. Fewer accidents in 1958 
on Friday but death toll higher
By GORDON McCALLUM

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier 
Bennett will be absent 
from the Legislature today 
and Friday while he con­
fers in Ottawa with Prime 
Minister Diefenbaker.

Both sides of the House 
on Wednesday wished him 
well on his trip.

Premier Bennett has not | 
specifically said what B.C. 1 
is asking of the federal gov-1 
emment, but, basically, it 0 
might be described as “give [ 
us more."
PREMIER'S BEQUESTS

The premier will ask, It is j 
expected:
• More federal assistance In l 

highway construction, extend-j 
ing the costsharing to second-j 
ary roads, besides the Trans-J 
Canada Highway:
• Subsidies on the exten-l 

slon of the Pacific Great East-1 
era railway to Port St John { 
and Dawson Creek; 
forest fires
• Federal sharing In the! 

high cost of fighting forest! 
fires (It was more than $4,-| 
000,000 last year.) B.C. will! 
argue that Canada gets taxi 
earnings from corporations I 
which make money from the! 
forests and should assist B.C.J 
In protecting *tbe 
menti"
• Mort aid lor universities; j
• A federal-provincial | 

scheme to help unemployment. |
Credit member from Gomox. I 
said the premier is also ex-f 
pected to ask the : 
government to share m a I 
120,000,000 road program to I 

up the eg tire 
of Vancouver Island.

VICTORIA—B.C. traffic fatalities increased 
to 282 in 1958, 30 more than in the previous year.

The number of persons injured increased by 
78 to 9,599.

However, figures released Wednesday by the 
motor vehicles branch showed a drop in the num­
ber of accidents and property damage.

There were 24,424 accidents, a decrease of 
1,530, and property damage amounted to $11,810,- 
051, down $241,258.

The fatalities occurred in 246 accidents, indi­
cating there were a number of multiple deaths.

Invest-j

RAPS OTTAWA

Bonner urges 
fiscal parley

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Deficit financing by the national gov­
ernment “has dangerously expanded the money supply,” I 
Attorney General Robert Bonner told the Legislature I 
on Wednesday.

Speaking as minister of industrial development, he I 
tqld the Legislature deficit financing and monetary I 
expansion can contribute to general recovery, but only | 
if it avoids adding costs to production.

He said dominion-provin­
cial conferences can do 
much to “improve our sit­
uation,” and "certainly 
such a conference concern­
ing the national economy is 
now overdue.”

Mr. Bonner said there are 
some disturbing problems in 
B.C.'s general economy, but 
“we begin 1959 with great con­
fidence in the future.”
BUSINESS BEPOBT 

His address covered eco­
nomic conditions, freight rates 
and the Industrial expansion 
which play be expected.

"Employment is a barometer 
of our economic health and It 
is obvious that we have passed 
through some very heavy
_ jjj tjjs provins» j,e

. Bonner called for closer 
1 action in Canada,

“One thing Is not debatable 
and may be derived from our 
own national experience—that 
Is that so far as fiscal measur­

es of government are concern­
ed, national improvement can-1 
not be other than accidental or I 
incidental so long as the 101 
provincial governments andj 
the federal government pursue I 
individual, possibly 11 diverg-[ 
ent, policies.”

He declared that a provincial I 
balanced budget could be 
wiped out by a month of cur­
rent national deficit.
PGE FREIGHT BATES

Mr. Bonner defended the in­
crease of PGE freight rates— 
at a time when the govern­
ment opposed the freight rate 
increase of the national rail­
ways — by saying that 95 per 
cent of the PGE Increase was 
decided by the change In Cana­
dian rates or changes tin 
American rates. And, he said, 
the PGE always has accepted 
the awards made on wage 
rates to employees of the na- 
tonal railways.
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MLAs get knuckles rapped 
told to mind their tongues

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Both sides 

of the Legislature were 
sharply rebuked by Mr. 
Speaker Hugh Shantz on 
Wednesday for unparlia­
mentary language, 
x Mr. Speaker was deliver­
ing his prepared decision 
on a procedure hassle 
which had developed in 
the House on Tuesday 
night. It was a technical j 
decision, appreciated only! 
by the-MLA’s.

But the Speaker added: 
QUESTIONS ADJECTIVES

“I shall ask the honorable 
members in future to make a 
greater effort to contain them­
selves to the matters before 
the House. I shall exercise 
more care myself in seeing 
that they do.

"I also suggest that some of 
the adjectives which have been 
used are not parliamentary 
words. I ask the honorable

members to watch their lan­
guage more closely.”

And when Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner rose to speak 
a few moments later, he said 
humorously: “I appreciate 
your ruling, Mr. Speaker. I

shall now throw away three 
pages of my notes.”

Mr. Bonner was exagger­
ating, but he did change some 
of his speech.
A SLIGHT DIFFERENCE

His prepared text, typed 
before the Shantz ruling, said 
of CCF opposition leader 
Robert Strachan:

"His remarks emphasize not 
I only ignorance of this subject, 
but what is worse, an indif- 
ference toward discovering 
the real answer."

But when Mr. Bonner got 
to it, he said: “His remarks 
indicate an unawareness of 
the true state of facts.”

And, clearly, there was a 
difference.
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AGREE WITH MLA

Cariboo 
getting new 
look-MLA

bedfellows

VICTORIA fCP) — The 
historic Cariboo, not' long re- 

jjj moved from the pack horse 
and Kerosene lamp, is "on 
the move" from Clinton to 
Prince George.

So said William Speare, 
who represents the Cariboo, 
when he addressed the legis­
lature Thursday!

The Social Credit member
S; said 
H. into

new roads are going y
the land where gold 

seekers trekked. Schools and 
hospitals are going up and 
new industries moving in.

The abandoned town of 
Barkerville, once the centre 
of the Cariboo gold seekers, 
was already attracting tour­
ists.

But, he warned the govern-
ment’s job didn’t end with j
"primary” development of the ■Sfej
Cariboo. There would be "sec-
ondary” problems and the
government should give them
serious consideration.

Good bridges were needed. 
I He mentioned particularly a. 
i bridge across the Fraser to 
[ serve the Chilcotin and pos- 
I sible replacement of a sus- 
1 pension bridge near Quesnel.

VICTORIA—It was an em­
barrassing moment in the 
legislature Thursday night 
when Works Minister William 
Chant talked about highway 
speed.

He was extolling the new 
highways in B.C. and said 
there is much more safe high­
way "as long as you stay 
within speed bounds."

All eyes turned toward high­
ways Minister Phil Gaglardi, 
three times convicted of 
speeding, with his licence 
twice suspended.

Mr. Chant took him off the 
hook this way: "I doubt if 
there is a member of this 
house who has not exceeded 
the speed limit at one time or 
another. If there is, let him 
stand."

No one stood.

Curb asked 
on new 
game hunters

Court house 
promised 
for Victoria

Province Victoria Bureau VICTORIA — Works minis- 
I ter W. N. Chant told the Leg- 
I islature Thursday that a start 
[ would be made soon on a new 
[ court house in Victoria.

Remembering that Mr. 
Chant made the same promise 
publicly three years ago, Lib­
eral MLA George Gregory 
asked:

‘This year?”
But he could get no com- 

I mitment. "In the very near 
future,” said Mr. Chant 

The minister covered other 
I Victoria building needs in his 
j speech.

T see no reason why we 
I can't envisage not only a uni- 
] versity and a museum, but 
[also, in due course, and I 
| trust not too lar in the future, 
| an auditorium.”
| An auditorium would at- 
I tract, conventions and enter- 
I tainment “and mean added 
I revenue and activity for this 
* city.”

Unister, he said, T 
the building 

whole province 
> is great urgency for 
ildlngs.”

VICTORIA—A Social Credit 
MLA , Thursday advocated 
"learners’ licences” for hunt­
ers as part of a better hunting 
safety program.

Don Smith, member for Vic­
toria, also suggested lifetime 
suspension of a hunting licence 

I if the-holder is involved in a 
J shooting accident.

The MLA said a learner's E 
[licence would make It manda- 

lis! tory that a hunter, licenced 
I for the first time, could hunt 
I for the first year only in the 
I company of an experienced 
| hunter.

“There are high-powered 
I weapons in the hands of idiots 
I who sometimes can’t even load j 
I them properly,” he said.

Used car dealers 
endorse bonding

esa Vancouver used-car dealers agree with Socred MLA 
. ||Alex Matthew that they should be bonded—but some 

think he exaggerated his case a little.
Mr, Matthew told the legislature Wednesday: “It’s 

about time this province raised the used car industry out 
of the gutter.”

He suggested bonding 
and quoted opinions that 
10 per cent of the dealers 
are "downright dishonest, 
and 20 per cent operate on 

,™« the fringe of respectabil-
§H ity-”

R. H. Butcher, president of 
Roy’s Car Sales Ltd., said:
“Bonding would clear up the 
situation so the public would 
know whom to trust
BOMB ‘SHADY’ DEALERS 

"There are four or five 
deal-rs who are a little shady, 
but generally it’s just like any 
other business."

J. 1» Cunàrd, secretary-man­
ager of the Automotive Re­
tailers’ Association of B.C., 
also supported Mr. Matthew.

He said! “Our board of di­
rectors recently agreed that 
bonding would be evidence Of 

I stability, and reputable firms 
1 could not possibly object"
’ “WE KNOW THEM”
| Edwin T. Orr, manager 
j Vancouver Motor Dealers’■

sociatton commented: "If re­
sponsible people believe there 
is a need for regulation, then 
there should be regulation.”

And another dealer who 
didn’t want his name used 
said: “The number of out-and- 
out thieves is very small, and 
we know them all. Bonding is 
a goo4 thing, but I don’t know 
if it would put these men out 
of business, because I think 
they could get a bond any­
way.”

Oi■Rights biM 

parley
demanded

s1?” “|
I ment to seek a federal-provm-1

sm c?n^ien“ on a Canadian! I bill of rights.
I Archie Gibbs, Oak Bay, has l 

placed a motion on the order I I paper.
| He said that Canada has in-1 
I traduced "a measure to pre- 
I serve human rights,” and such 

legislaüon, to be made fully 
I may require parallel
| legislation in the provinces.
I He suggested that the con- . 
Iference would decide what con- 
I etitutlonal amendments ma 
I be necessary to "give full .
I feet to a Canadian bill

Wicks sees 
a London 
on Fraser

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — A great dock 

and wharfing area along the 
Fraser River up to Mission 
City was envisaged by Labor 
Minister Lyle Wicks in the 
Legislature Thursday.

He declared the FraSer 
River basin covers an area 
of 90,000 square miles.

"One of the world’s great­
est ports Is situated on the 
Thames River, a much smaller 
river than the Fraser,” he said.

"There is no reason why 
the banks of the Fraser could 
not become the second city of 
London with docks and wharf 
facilities as far inland as Mis­
sion City, 35 to 40 miles up­
stream, or even further.

"As a matter of fact we all 
know that Yale was at one 
time the head of navigation 
100 years ago so the feasibil­
ity was long ago established."

Wild animal sanctuary 
to honor Winch urged

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Creation of a wild animal sanc­

tuary to honor the memory of Ernest Winch, long­
time CCF member for Burnaby, was suggested m 
the Legislature Thursday. , _

Mrs. Lois Haggen, CCF, Grand Forks-Green- 
wood, said it would “be a very fine thing to do, as 
a memorial. „ ,

“As most of the members of this House know, 
Ernie Winch was a man who loved not only all 
human beings, but all of God’s creatures.”

The request was directed across the floor to 
Recreation Minister E. C. Westwood. He gave no 
indication of his reaction.
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Council hinted 
to help solve

labor problems
By GORDON McCALLUM I

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A hint that 

B.C. will name an advisory 
council for labor problems 
was given in the Legisla­
ture Thursday by Labor 
Minister Lyle Wicks.

He said such a council 
had some value in Austra­
lia, and he felt that men 
kfid women of the high 
principles needed could be 
found in B.C.

But his suggestion was 
that it be examined fur­
ther; he did not definitely 
say that such a council 
would be named.

In Australia, he said, the 
group advised the labor 
minister.

It was the only hint of labor 
legislation which the minister 
made.
HIGH CALIBRE

“Whether it is possible at 
this time in our evolution or 
at some time in the future to 
constitute a council patterned 
along the lines of that in op­
eration in Australia, I do not 
know,” the minister said.

He said it appeared that per­
sons selected “are of such 
high calibre and are so dedi­
cated that they are prepared 
to put their country or their 
state first

“I believe that such persons 
can be found here.” 
ATTRACTED INTEREST

The minister declared that 
actually there were fewer in­
dustrial disputes, 29, last year 
than in 1957 when there were
ans...

“The industrial disputes last 
year .attracted far greater 
than usual citizen interest,” 
he said, “because they affected 
morç directly the well-being 
and personal comfort of the 
general public.”
MAKES APPEAL 

Mr. Wicks declared that 
areas which have a system of 
labor courts or compulsory 
arbitration did not have “the 
complete answer. They all had 
strikes and lockouts and they 
had time-losk from these 
causes''

In an appeal to both labor 
and management, he said:

“The government has view­
ed past events with some anxi­
ety, and we have been 
upon many for action. 

1Terhaps labor and manage-

said Mr. Wicks, “younger still 
in terms of a background in 
industrial relations.

"Canada's experience in this 
field has been largely explor­
atory. If we have reached a 
stage in our development that 
we- are all prepared to put

-;'W

ment should take a very care­
ful look at their method of 
operation and, even more 
pertinent, perhaps re-examine 
their own position and atti­
tudes.”
YOUNG COUNTRY

He declared that last year 
some industrial groups recom- first things first, then it seems 
mended compulsory arbitra- ; to me that such a move (the 
tion, but at the same time Brit- naming • of an advisory coun- 
ain was abandoning compul- cil) might prove useful to the 
sory arbitration. people of the province of

“We are a young country," 1 British Columbia.”

Murray 
to head 
committee

VICTORIA—W. H. Murray, 
Social Credit, Prince Rupert, 
was named chairman of the 
legislature’s select standing 
committee on labor.

This is the committee which, 
directed by the house, wiU 
study unemployment. f

Mr. Murray said an organiz­
ation meeting will be held to­
day when it will be decided 
who is to be called to give 
evidence. Both labor and man­
agement representatives are 
expected to appear.

Business sessions are not 
expected to start before next 
Wednesday. ^ j

3S
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Urge aid 
on older 
houses

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A Social 

Credit backbencher urged 
in the Legislature on Thurs­
day that municipalities be 
enabled to allow tax 
exemptions, for limited 
periods, on improvements 
made to residential prop- ,{ 
erty.

Don Smith, Victoria, said 
many owners of older proper­
ty “have a darned hard time 
making ends meet." They are 
discouraged from improving 
their homes because their 
assessments, and thus the 
taxes, would gg up.
LEAVE IT AS IS

"In short," he said, “they 
feel they are better off in 
leaving their property the 
way it ii instead of inviting 
higher taxes"

He said such a scheme 
jj| w o u Id encourage improve­

ments and help avoid the 
creation of alum areas.

A deadline would have to 
be set far the start of im­
provements, perhaps the end 
of 1959, and he suggested that 
the period of tax-exemption 
on the improvement might 
extend to live years.
LACK OF BEPAIK 

Mr. Smith said the city of 
Milwaukee and the State of 
New York has legislation sim­
ilar to that he is proposing.

"The plague on our older 
tauses is lick of repair, and 
the thing that is tearing them 

inability *n| 
lers."

g| 'WELFARE SUFFERS’

| Ben nett'obsession'!
? rapped by CCFer

Province Victoria Bureau HV
VICTORIA—Premier Bennett was accused Thurs- I 

1 day of “an obsession" to pay off the debt “and of doing |
I It at the expense of human welfare."

Mrs. Lois Haggen, CCF, Grand Forks-Greenwood,
I told the legislature that she believes in debt reduction, 
j and all good governments should.

"But not," she said,
“when it is accelerated to 
coincide with a possible 
election; not when it is 
done at the expense of 
human welfare as I think 
is being done at this time."

She declared that “most 
definitely the services in 
practically all departments of 
the government have deteri­
orated as a result of the prem­
ier’s obsession to create what 
he calls a debt-free province.

‘I cannot calmly contem­
plate what the situation will 
be with another one or two 
years’* continuation of the 
policy."

She expressed "cautious 
optimism" the throne speech 
declaration that there would

mmt\..

ns

be increased grants to school 
districts and to UBC.

Mrs. Haggen said she was 
pleased that there will be ex­
panded facilities for mentally- 
retarded children.

But she urged that there be 1 
a companion seminar for the j 
parents of mentally retarded ; 
children so that it would help 
ease the physical and emotion­
al stress they are undergoing.

Wicks critical 
of bonds deal

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA—Labor Minister 

Lyle Wicks told the Legisla­
ture on Thursday Ottawa Is 
spending more on refinancing 
charges, than on creating jobs.

He said the reconversion of 
federal bonds last fall will 
mean an extra $90,000,000 a 
year.

He said the federal govern­
ment has authorized $41,000,- 
000 worth of projects on Its 
cost - sharing plan with the 
municipalities. But he said, 
the federal government actu­
ally will be contributing only 
$6,000,000, which would moan 
jobs for 7,500 for 60 days.

If $90,000,000 had h* 
for the projects, it would" mean 
jobs for 112,500, he said.
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SOCRED TELLS HOUSE:

Vancouver needs 
more aid, MLA's

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A Vancouver MLA Friday asked for 

more MLAs and more money for Vancouver.
Fred Sharp, Social Credit member for Vancouver 

East, called in the House for redistribute of the legis­
lature’s 52 seats according to population.

He also said a new 
formula is needed for 
grants to Vancouver.”

Mr. Sharp said the city has 
only nine MLA’s to represent 
one-third * *of the population of 
the province.

He said Vancouver gets a 
total of $35 million for all 
purposes from a provincial 
budget of nearly $300 million, 
or “less than 13 per cent." 
MORE HIGHWAY AID

Mr. Sharp also asked for 
more assistance to Vancouver 
for arterial highways “on 
the same basis as surround­
ing municipalities.”

He said that highways lead­
ing into Vancouver through 
Burnaby and Richmond are 
entirely paid for by the pro­
vincial government, and then 
Inside Vancouver, the highway 
assistance is meagre.

On the question of repre-j 
sentation, Mr. Sharp compared 
his own riding with two seats 
lor 74,107 voters to Victoria’s 
three seats for 21,502 voters

and Esquimau’s one seat for 
12,708.

OTHER REQUESTS
Mr. Sharp also:
• Called for approval of a 

Vancouver School Board re­
quest to sell Moberly School 
property at Fraser and Marine 
so the school can be relocated;
• Urged the government 

undertake full costs of op­
erating Vancouver Vocational 
School ;
• Asked for a revised for­

mula for sharing school costs 
to help Vancouver taxpayers, 
and called for an extension of 
kindergarten facilities.

Economic planning 
urged by Nimsick

VICTORIA (CP)—A,CCFer held the attention off 
j the Legislature for more than an hour Friday and told 
j Social Credit members the unregulated free enterprise | 
j they preach is outmoded.

Leo Nimsick (CCF-Cran- 
| brook) said the system has 
| failed to solve B.C.’s eco- 
j nomic problems.

A commission of experts 
I should be established to come 
| up with the best economic 

m„ It was a "scientific prob- 
n” that would not be solved 

| by political thought.
He believed it should start 

public power. The gov- 
should establish an 

ublic power sys- 
“giving away* 

private in-

of his spéech to an attack on I 
the CCT’ brand of socialism. " 
He saw the CCF government | 
of Saskatchewan now is I 
pleading with private enter-j 

prise to get it out of the hole." I 
Mr. Rekl also urged park! 

development In the Shuawap ! 
Lake area and praised the I 
royal commission report on| 
the tree-fruit Industry.

VICTORIA (CP) — Previn-1 
dal welfare director, J. S. Sad-1 
1er will be Invited to 
before the B.C. Legislature's j* 

mg committee on labor to g 
on

jdoyment

MLA protests 
car insurance I 
‘youth rate’
VICTORIA (CP)—Leo Nim-1 

j sick (CCF, Cranbrook) told 
the legislature Friday it is 

jj “rank discrimination" to make 
J boys up to 25 pay higher — I 
|,almost double—normal car in- 
Ksurance rates.
|y “If a person doesn't drive 
J properly, take away his li-1 
licence," he said, “but the ma- 
I Jority of these young people [ 
i Are good drivers.

•' “It is definitely wrong to ! 
g let the insurance companies j 
I decide who is to drive and i 
1 who can not. H you are a risk j 

[ you shouldn’t be driv

CRITICIZES UHG
Mr. Peterson criticized Lib-1 

eral Leader Arthur Laing who, I 
at an Oak Bay meeting, had 
discussed the financial affairs I 
of the school board in Rich-1 
mond.

He produced a letter from 1 
the Richmond board which I 
ended:

“The board view» with die- 
I taste this interjection of its at-, 
I fairs into the political arena I 

dissociates itself, without! 
"Iflcation, from the report-1 
“elements made by Mr. I

Student 
aid plan 
forecast
Peterson reports 
to legislature
By GORDON McCALLUM

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A new plan 

| to help students get 
through university was 
forecast in the Legislature 
Friday by Education Min- 

I lster Leslie Peterson.
He gave no details but told 

| the legislature he felt it will 
be “heartily endorsed by all 
the honorable members of this 
House.”

Mr. Peterson was making 
his report to the Legislature.

He cited what the govern­
ment has done for the uni­
versity.

But, he said, “more im­
portant than the division of 
the budget between student 
fees and government grants is 
the principle that everyone 
with the necessary ability who 
wants to undertake university 
should be at liberty to do so 
without regard to his financial 
standing or that of his par­
ents.”
STUDENT MUST WORK

Mr. Peterson said he did not 
believe a university education 
should be free.

“X believe that every student 
should be called upon to make 
some investment in his future 
career,” he said.

He said the Social Credit 
government has, Increased 
university loans and bursaries 
by “well over 300 per cent;" it 
has increased the university 
grant from $1,900,000 to $4,- 
334,000; the contribution has 
increased from $149 per stu­
dent enrolled to $460.
GRANTS CITED

Ten years ago, he said, stu­
dent feep accounted for more 
than 60 per cent of the univer­
sity budget; now, federal and 
provincial grants account for 
70 per cent.

The education minister said 
B.C. has sharply stepped up 
its vocational education pro­
gram. He said that in B.C.’s 
industrial expansion, many 
skilled workers have been at­
tracted to B.C., but there is 
still the need to train more. 
CENTRALIZE TRAINING

He said the primary pur­
pose of the new vocational 
school in Burnaby will be to I 
provide men for skilled trades. 1

"Several centres” had re-1 
quested the establishment of! 
vocational training centres;! 
but, he said, costly equipment I 
is required and up to now 
has been necessary to cent 
tee this training.-
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COSTUMES SMART, PRACTICAL

Opening Well Attended 
In Spite of Weatherman

and Mrs. Lila Chen all now of 
Vancouver.

In apite of the weather the 
House, including galleries, was 
packed and when everyone 
had scurried through the rain- 
to the Empress for . the 
premier’s reception, there were 
hundreds and hundreds lined 
up to shake the hands of the 
government leaders and their 
wives and happily mill around, 
teacup in hand.
SPRING FLOWERS

Premier Bennett, members 
of the executive council and 
their wives lined up in1 three 
receiving lines leading to the 
crystal ballroom whose decora­
tions were the e x q ji i s i t e 
masses of bright spring 
flowers grown in the Govern­
ment House greenhouses and 
first seen at HisvHenor’s state 
dinner Wednesday night.;

The many guests lingered in 
the Empress lobby and ho one 
seemed to want to go home for 
hours. But finally the crowd 
thinned out, the atmosphere 
suddenly seemed relaxing and, 
as my elevator |»irl said while 
I rushed for the midnight boat, 
“It's either a feast or a famine 
around this place, so to speak.’*

roesbuds was Mrs. Lloyd Tur­
ner’s. The hat was a perfect 
complement to her light suit 
of rough Italian silk under fur 
jacket, Mrs. W. C. Mearns was 
in vivid red coat with little 
hat in light shaded petal effect. 
BOUTONNIERES

Black is certainly smart. But 
on such a day as Thursday we 
were glad for even the men’s 
gay touches — the red Liberal 
rosebuds worn by MLAs P. A. 
Gibbs and George Gregory; 
CCF Robert M. Strachan’s 
white heather boutonniere; this 
perky bow ties worn by vet­
eran Laborite Tom Uphill, Hon. 

:R. O. Çampaey and former 
Speaker of the House Tom 
Irwin who told me he is now 
strong enough to lick his 
weight in wild cats. Looks as 
though he could, too.

Some of the most attractive 
guests at the opening were in 
the Chinese delegation, the 
women in charming costumes 
of their native land. They in­
cluded the new Chinese Consul 
General Çhe Yin £hou and his 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Kee, 
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Wong

were a happy contrast to the 
dark skies outside.

Red robes worn by Most 
Rev. Harold Sexton, Chief 
Justice Sherwood Lett and Mr. 
Justice N. W. Whittaker looked 
grand.

Then there was the vibrant 
blue of Mrs. Frank Ross’s 
little hat, and the pretty green 
worn with mink by the pre­
mier’s wife.

Mrs. John MScD Lecky’s 
smart cherry red wool dress 
with matching quilled hat and 
mink stole, was another gay 
touch in the House.

Mrs. Buda Brown, MLA, was 
in a gorgeous bright royal blue 
ensemble happily allied with 
small flowered hat in just the 
right shades of green. Another 
bright blue was worn by the 
Minister of Health’s wife, Mrs. 
E. C. F. Martin.

Mrs. Lois Haggen, MI^A, was 
in a pretty gold shade, with 
wide fur-bordered collar, and 
Mrs. JL O- Campney smart in 
beige wool with fur jacket and 
bronze coq leather toque.

The honor of wearing the 
only spMng straw hat in the 
House, a lovely creamy na- 
tufal shade nodding with pink

By JANET PARTRIDGE
VICTORIA — Main topic of 

conversation in Victoria Thurs­
day wasn't the opening of the 
legislature, but the weather, 
Which didn’t behave at all well. 
In fact, It was horrid and 
grounded on the Mainland 
many people who, at the last 
minute, were unable to make 
the state dinner Wednesday or 
the opening.

Furs and feathers and every­
thing else dripped. .Lieut.-Gov. 
Frank M. Ross, in his plume 
hatted uniform, stood at salute 
in the rain for the 15 guns, 
inspected the RCÀF honor 
guard from Comox, climbed 
the House steps to be greeted 
by Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
and, soaking wet, read a very 
long speech from the throne. 
It covered much to be proud 
of in the centennial year.
SMART COSTUMES

In deference to the season 
and the weather, most wemen 
guest# were costumes that, 
while smart, were on the prac* 
tical and not tee colorful side. 
Uniforms of members ef the 
RCMP and bright costumes of 
seme of the women guests

m w

tradian Strikes First Blow
Ices annual report, made avail­
able to members ol the House 
only after the session pro­
rogued last year, bore out 
what the CCF had said and 
what Black had denied.

Strachan used the Incident 
to argue that all such reports 
should be tabled early In the 
sessloh and made available to 
MLAs.

"The report contained state­
ments which the minister had 
denied all during the last' ses­
sion,” Strachan said.

Premier Bennett acknowl­
edged the admonishment with, 
‘The government will take 
note of the remark of the 
leader of the opposition.”

What could have touched off 
the session’s first explosion 
was over In minutes before 
most of the opening day vial- 
tors realized what was happen­
ing. The premier moved ad­
journment Immediately.

C VICTORIA — It passed al­
most unnoticed.
; But Opposition Leader Rob­
ert Strachan Thursday threw 
Ms first serious accusation at 
Social Credit cabinet benches 
Airing the pomp and formal­
ly of opening day In the legls-

t premier and his minis- 
had just tabled some 

I dozen departmental and 
■ reports, when Strachan 
quietly to accuse Previn- 
Secretary W. D. Black of 
épreienting the contents 
me such report to last 
s legislative session, 
was a serious charge, 
minister, said Strachan, 
throughout the 1958 set. 
denied CCF charges con- 

toy outbacks In mental
ROBERT STRACHAN W. D. BLACK

first Mowmental health serv- under fire

mm
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MARCHING PROUDLY as he went to open third 
session of 25th legislature In Victoria Thursday Is 
B.C.'e Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross. —Bill 
Permet photo. __________________________ _
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$100,000 
Daily to 
Hospitals
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VICTORIA (CP)—The Brit­
ish Columbia hospital insur­
ance plan is close to being 
$100,000-a-day operation.

The annual report of the 
B.C. hospital insurance service 
—run by the government as a 
social service—said Thursday 
payments to hospitals now are 
running close to that mark.

The report, tabled at the 
opening session of the legis­
lature Thursday, said the big­
gest bill ever paid by the serv­
ice was $39,266. It is on behalf 
of a patient who entered hospi­
tal In August, 1951, and is still 
In need of acute hospital care. 
T7ie patient Is not Identified. 
TEN YEARS

The service has been In oper­
ation for 10 years. In that 
time, the report—-up to Dec. 
31, 1958—said $248,000,000 has 
been paid on a hotel of 2,160,- 
000 hospital accounts. In addi­
tion, $21,000,000 has been ex­
pended to assist hospitals with 
construction costs and pur­
chase of equipment.

The average annual hospital 
bill was $135 and the average 
length In hospital per patient 
was 10 days. But many indivl- 
dual bills totalled $5,000 to 
$10,000, said the report 

The report said that since 
Its Inception 10 years ago the 
plan had witnessed 38-per-cent 
population Increase. In the 
same period 69 major hospital 
projects had been completed 
with an Increase of 2,934 
acute beds, 368 chronic beds 
and 643 staff and nurses’ beds. 
The total cost was $34,000,000. 
$1 PROJECTS 

At present there were 37 
major hospital projects under 
way, the report said, with a 
potential of 2,800 beds at a 
cost of $47,000,000.

Under the B.C. plan the pro- 
,.1 vlndal government pays half 
" ’ of the approved costs, plus one- 

third of all approved equip­
ment for both acute and 
chronic hospitals.

The report said that the 
standards-of care h» B.C hos­
pitals and the rapid growth of 
facilities in the last 10 years 
had almost tripled the cost of 
hospital operation. In 1948 the 
total expenditure by B.C. hos­
pitals was $15,800,000; In 1958 
It was $444100,000.

Problems 
Face New 
Department

VICTORIA (CP)—The de­
partment of recreation and 
conservation, in its first report 
to the legislature since its 
formation, said Thursday it 

I had at least nine major prob­
lems.

They are:
J —Pollution of sport fish 

areas.
J—Prevention of harm to 

sport fish.
3— The search for more game 

preserves.
4— Eradication of coarse fish 

—especially killer fish—
and the erection of barriers 
for that purpose.

8 5—Predator control.
6—Game damage to fertile 

areas.
■Beaver control.

8—Hunting accidents.
9—Public relations, This, says 

the department, "Is the 
most necessary in any game 
management program.”

The department also listed 
an Increase in game and fish­
ing set violations, but said full 
and complete figures cannot 
yet be supplied.

__ The department said that 
"unfortunately" there was an 
Increase In hunting accidents, 
although again no figures 
were supplied, but said in each 
case of an accident the Ure- 
»rme licence of the person re­
sponsible was lifted 
mmm

Travel Bill 
I For Cabinet
$31,157

[still shortage

[STAFF CUTS 

TOP PROJECT
By San Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — Major proj­

ect for Highways Minister 
p. A. Gaglardi’s personnel 
officer, H. C. Davies, In the 
1957-58 fiscal year was re­
ducing staff, as ordered by 
Premier Bennett.

Davies’ comments on the 
subject were included as 
part of the report of the de­
partment for the year, 
tabled In the legislature 
Thursday by Gaglardi.

Said Davies: “In co­
operation with the civil serv­
ice commission and branch 
heads,
restricted to a :
The over-all 
ceeded five 1

Teachers 
Not Fully 
Qualified

VICTORIA — About 22 per 
! cent of British Columbia’s 
I secondary school teachers haye 
I ‘less than regular qualifica- 
| tton.”

A continuing shortage of ful- 
jly qualified secondary school 
I teachers Is working a "hard- 
I ship” on Interior parts of the 
| province.

These facts were made 
I public Thursday In the annual 
| public school report filed by 
| Education Minister Les Peter-1 

at the opening of the|

num..
Hie report said $1 per centl 

of elementary school te "
1 i "less than regular <

The report also said 229 per t 
ent of elementary teachers t 
Bd 29.6 per cent of secondary B 

1 had high
| than required

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — Travelling ex- 

penses for members of the 
B.C. cabinet during the 1957- 
58 fiscal year totalled $31,387. 

Highest expense tab was 
led In by Highways Min­

ister P. A. Gaglardi. It was 
for $4269. Premier Bennett 
entered an account for $3,502. 
Lyle Wicks spent $3,192 trav­
elling as labor minister and 
$321 as railways minister, for 
a total of $3,513.

The figures were contained 
in provincial government ac­
counts for the year, tabled in 
the legislature Thursday by 
Premier Bennett 

Other cabinet ministers’ 
penses:

Robert Bonner: $1,427 
[attorney-general ; $1,795

ide and industry 
griculture • Minister 

Iteacy: $1920. Education 
Leslie Peterson, $2,392. 

Health and Welfare Minister 
!c Martin.' $2,635. Lands and 

’crests Minister Ray Willis- 
$1,615. Mines Minister 

leth Kieman, $3,605. Wes- 
Black: as municipal af­

fairs minister, $1,029, as pro­
vincial secretary, $920.

Public Works "
N. Chant: $1,922. 
and Conservation

-

| Min-1

Minister

Vestwood: $1,7
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The speech proposed improved terms on govem- 
t-backed loans for farmers wishing to open up new

9 Problems 
Face New 
Department

VICTORIA (CP)-The de­
partment of recreation and 
îonaervation, In Its first report
10 the legislature since its 
formation, said Thursday it 
liad at least nine major prob­
lems.

They are:
]—Pollution of sport fish 

areas.
2— Prevention of harm to 

sport fish.
3— The search for more game j 

preserves.
4— Eradication of coarse fish 

—especially killer fish—
and the erection of barriers 
for that purpose.
5— Predator control
6— Game damage to fertile 

areas.
7— Beaver control, 
g—Hunting accidents.
9—Public relations. This, says 

the department, "Is the 
most necessary in any game 
management program.'’

The department also listed 
an Increase In game and fish­
ing act violations, but said full 
and complete figures cannot 
yet be supplied.

The department said that 
“unfortunately” there was an 
increase in hunting accidents, 
although again no figures 
were supplied, but said In each 
case of an accident the fire­
arms licence of the person re­
sponsible was lifted.

Travel Bill 
For Cabinet 
$31,387

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Travelling ex­

penses for members of the 
B.C. cabinet during the 1957- 
58 fiscal year totalled $31,387.

Highest expense tab was 
turned in by Highways Min­
ister P. A. Gaglardi. It was 
for $4589. Premier Bennett 
entered an account for $3,502. 
Lyle Wicks spent $3,192 trav­
elling as labor minister and 
$321 as railways minister, for 
a total of $3,513.

The figures were contained 
In provincial government ac­
counts for the year, tabled In 
the legislature Thursday by 
Premier Bennett

Other cabinet ministers' ex-

Robert Bonner: $1,427 as 
attorney-general; $1,795 
trade and Industry 1 
Agriculture’ Minister 
Steal*: $1,620. Education Min­
ster Leslie Peterson, $2,382.

Health and Welfare Minister 
Eric Martin: $2,635. Lands and 
Forests Minister Ray Willis- 
ton: $1,615. Mines Minister 
Kenneth Kleman, $3,605. Wes­
ley Black: as municipal af­
fairs minister, $1,029, as pro­
vincial secretary, $920.

Public Works Mil 
N. Chant: $1,922.
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Most Groups Hail 
Gov't Promises

If But Some Express Skepticism 
: About Throne Speech Proposals

British Columbia labor leaders, farmers, educators 
1 and medical men greeted Thursday’s speech from the 
j ‘throne with a mixture of skepticism, cautious optimism 
j -and elation.
I'. The 6,000-word speech was delivered by Lieut.- 
! "-Gov. Frank Ross at the opening of the new session of 
j the provincial legislature.
I • Here is the reaction to the key proposals:

^EDUCATION

; The speech promised 
;from the elementary school 
‘ Mrs. Everett Crowley, chalr- 
•man of the Vancouver School 
'Board: "We have to give them
• credit for saying they will up 
"the school grants. But the 
-speech is worded very care- 
"fully, with no reference to the 
; basic wage scale.
• “What the board has been 
".after is a change in the basic

j -wage formula—so the govem- 
j "ment will pay a bigger share 
| ;ef teachers' salaries.”
I ^ Frederick Rowell, deputy 
1 .chairman, Vancouver School 

■Board: “It's very gratifying 
•that the government is going

more money for education 
te the university level

to provide more money for 
education.

“However, until we have 
more details it is hard to say' 
how Vancouver has been dealt ij 
with and whether this will off-1 
set the declining percentage | 
of education costs that the city e 
has been receiving since 1955."

Dr. Norman A. M. MacKen-1 
rie, president of UBC: “Tm j 
always glad of anything we I 
get and I'm grateful for this E 
evidence of improvement. But! 
that’s all I can say until more | 
details are released."

B.C. Surplus Funds 
Cut $27,900,000

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 

VICTORIA—Social Credit government debt reduc- 
Ition policies and investment losses accounted for the 
I major part of a $27,900,000 reduction in the province’s 

surplus funds in the 1957-58 fiscal year.
As a result the surplus ---------------- —

ij account was left at Its lowest 
■ level — $13,200,000 — since the 
£H Socred government took office 
Sin 1952.

Premier Bennett tabled pub- 
:-§ilic accounts at the opening of 
ïpjthe B.C. Legislature Thursday 
Kl showing this.
:-V They disclosed that the 
$|| March 31, 1957, surplus of 
•rr: $41,169,800 built up by “fat”

• revenues of previous years,
6 had been reduced to only 

$13,228,800 by the end of 
M March, 1958.

‘CREATE JOBS’
The premier told reporters 

the main reason for the use of 
a large part of his "nest egg" ; 
was to create jobs through 
spending on public works.

The accounts, however, 
listed the use of the surplus M WS8Ï: IH ■BF

nue over expenditure, current* 
operating account—$51,779,600. p

Total cash on hand — $324,- f 
598,600 (including current reve-! > 
nue, plus $41,169,800 accum- 
mulated surplus from previous \) 
years, and $6,104,400 in final! 
payment from Ottawa on a! 
previous federal-provincial taxi 
rental agreement.)

Total expenditures — $311,-j| 
366,414 ( including current p 
operating expenditures, plus-’ 
$62,640,200 in capital projects, ! 
$21,104,400 in supplementary 
debt reduction, and $2,076,814 
in investment losses) «
. Balance of surplus—$13,228,- 

800. 1

UNEMPLOYMENT
The speech promised that the legislature select 

■standing committees on labor will start an Immediate ! 
study of the unemployment problem, meeting with “all 
Interested Individuals and groups—labor employers and • 
others — and conduct an inquiry Into the ways and 
means of Improving the situation."

Lloyd Whalen, president of

funds for these purposes: 
$21,104,000 for debt reduction?! 
above the amount required by­
law for annual debt repay­
ment; $2,076,814 for “net loss 

j on sale of Investments,” and 
[the balance for miscellaneous 
j over-expenditures.

No details were given on the | 
(investment losses.
I FINANCIAL STORY

This was the financial story 
I of the B.C. government for the 
51957/58 fiscal year:

Current revenue — $277,324,- 
j 400: current expenditures— 
-$225,544,800; surplus of reve-

WBÊ& ■fSgpç

Vancouver Labor Council; 
!“Tha federal and provincial 
governments have had ample 
Jtime to atudy the problem. 
JVow is the time for positive 
Jaction.”

I ! Pat O’Neal, secretary of the 
i -B.G Federation of Labor, took 

le same view: “We don’t 
■ant just promises. I hope

something constructive and | 
concrete will be done to take | 
care of the very great need 
that exists. We have made our 
proposals — our thoughts on 
unemployment"

BID Black, president of the 
B.G Federation of Labor: “It’s 
promising, but it Isn’t a great 
deal to go on until we see the 
terms of reference.1:

S mm

e
HEALTH SERVICES

The speech announced that, government health ;| 
uding mental health—will be Incorporated ' 

ent and welfare will become a separate

FARMERS

lepartment.
James D, Ward, executive 

i jdirector, Vancouver branch of 
■ the Canadian Mental Health 

I dissociation: "Wonderful This 
4s definitely a step in the right 
Idirectlon. The confusion with 
the two phases of health serv- 

i has been a major problem, 
ier this system the mental

health service Is where lt| 
should be.”

Dr. Gordon Ferguson, execu-j 
live of the B.C. Medical 
dation: “The association wel- j 
cornea the change. We havi 
wanted the change for — 
time. life vetygood."

jnent-backed loans for fi 
agricultural land.

Bert Craig, of Aldergrove, 
president of the B.C. Farmers' | 
Union: "That won’t butter 
many parsnips. It’s fine as far ; 
>s it goes and the farmers will 
Appreciate it But it doesn’t 
get to the root of the problem.”
: Ted Kuhn, of Ï Cioverdale, 
district president of the B.C. 
Farmers’ Institute: “It’s good 
as far as new land clearing is 
concerned. We’ve been after 
|hia for years.'
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\CAPITAL COLUMN

House Opening 
Wet—and Windy

By JAMBS K. NESBITT
hm VICTORIA—It was a sombre opening of the

1 Legislature this year, in keeping with the drenching 
rain beating down on Captain Vancouver high on the 
dome.

m
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For the first time in years 
there were empty seats in 

i the legislative chamber, and 
some of the ladles left their 

I new spring hats at home, 
rather than arrive looking 

j like drowned ducks, 
i A lot of familiar faces 
Î were missing. We missed 
: former Ueut. Governor and 
| Mrs. Hamber, and U.B.C.'s 
§ Dr. Norman Mackenzie, and 
I former Chief Justice Gordon 
I Sloan.

But we were glad to see 
some former members of 
the house — Senator Nancy 

j Hodges, who used to be 
a madam speaker, in the coal- 
j ltlon days of Premier Byron 
I Johnson; Mr. Justice Nor 
1 man Whittaker, longtime 
] Mr. Speaker; and another 
$ ex-speaker, Tom Irwin, ap- 
f peering fully recovered from 
I a long illness and the shock 
a of losing his Ottawa seat 
1 last March; Judge Joseph 

Clearihue, a Liberal mem­
ber in the days of Premier 
John Oliver.

Perhaps the most dis­
tinguished guest was Hon. 
Robert Mayhew, confidante 
of Prime Minister Macken- 

| tie King and Louis St Laur- 
1 ent, and one-time Canadian 
1 ambassador to Japan.

* * *
■ Old Tom Uphill, as al­

ways, caused a bit of a stir, 
when he sat down in the 
premier’s chair, but not for 
long.

For soon Mr. Premier, all 
smiles, came striding down 
the red-carpeted aisle, bow­
ing this way and then that, 
and pausing to shake hands 
with CCF Mrs. Lois Haggen 
and her chief, Mr. Strachan. 
The politeness between 
these two will soon disap­
pear.

■ There was a political
■ note when the premier and 

Attorney • General Bonner 
marched Donald Brothers, 
new Social Credit member 
for Rossland • Trail, before 
Mr. Speaker Hugh Shantz.

* * *
The attorney.general 

didn’t say just "the mem­
ber for Rossland-Trail;” no 
indeed.

Instead, he seized the op­
portunity to say the Social 
Credit member for Ross­
land-Trail.

Now, this may have been 
a smart way of letting the 
place knew it wasn't a Lib- 
era!, or a Conservative, nor 
a CCF’er who was elected, 
but a Socred.

But MLA’s aren’t suppos­
ed to have party tags as far 
as Mr. Speaker’s concerned. 
Perhaps Mr. Speaker will 

severely to the A.G. 
— not that it will

ft* m ■

throne, prepared by the 
premier, and read by Lieut- 
Gov. Frank Mackenzie Ross 
was one of the windiest in
history.

It took his honor 30 min­
utes to read it.

He did it very nicely, 
showing he had done his 
home work well, and his 
soft Scottish accent was 
heard to good advantage.

He appeared at ease, de­
spite what must be one of 
the most uncomfortable uni­
forms since the knights of 
old wore armor.

* * *
The speech from the 

throne, the premier’s pride 
and joy, dealt more with the 
past than with the future.

It even listed the Import­
ant dignitaries who had 
come calling on B.C. In cen­
tennial year — this design­
ed, no doubt, to impress the 
public, so they won’t howl 
too much when they find 
out it cost them millions of 
dollars to stage our big 
birthday party.

As forecast here a few 
days ago, the speech from 
the throne had political 
nuances and patted the gov­
ernment on the back. It had 
this praise for what the pre­
mier calls the brightest gem 
in Social Credit’s diadem: 
"The Pacific Great Eastern 
railway is now a great asset 
to the people of British Col­
umbia. The decision of my 
government to complete the 
railway into North Vancou­
ver and to locate the north­
ern terminus in the Peace 
River area has proved to be 
a vital step toward the as­
surance of the future pros­
perity of this province.”

* * *
Now. all this may happen, 

and everyone hopes It will, 
but it hasn’t happened yet 
and the PGE is by no means 
at this moment a paying 
proposition, though the pre­
mier would like everyone to 
think it is.

The session may, or may 
not be quiet depending on 
your political viewpoint but 
if it follows the pattern set 
by the Speech from the 
Throne, it sure will be 
windy, and won’t produce 
too much.

The government’s biggest 
plums are being saved for 
next year’s session, on the 
eve of a general election.

% Wmî
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PGE Profit Sagged 
To $15,600 in '57

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Profits of the government-owned 

jj Pacific Great Eastern Railway nosedived from $1,304,- 
728 in 1956 to $15,600 in 1957.

^ ( This was disclosed Thursday
$256,999 
RECOVERED

VICTORIA — The public 
works department recovered 
$256,999 in Insurance for the 
loss of government house by 
fire in the spring of 1957.

Public accounts Jor 1957-58 
tabled Thursday contained a 
notation.

The House was told the 
new government house, now 
under construction and ex­
pected to cost about $1,000,- 
000, will be opened in time 
for the visit of Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip 
this summer.

E35»

In public accounts presented to 
the Legislature by Premier 
Beânett, president of the PGE.

With the slim profit left 
after 1957 operations, the rail­
way would be unable to make 
any substantial payment to­
wards its debt obligations.

Operating revenues totalled 
|T8,767,502 In the PGE’s fiscal 
year ended Dec. 31, 1957. The 
previous year revenues were 
$8,810,326. Expenses were $7,- 
604,203 in 1957, up from the 
previous year’s $7,068,339.

In 1957 revenue exceeded 
expenses by $1,240,788 com­
pared with $1,796,728 in 1956.

Deductions for depreciation

Cid Interest on funded debt 
tailed $1,226,188, leaving the 
railway only $15,600 in net In­
come.
The funded debt of the PGE 

at Dec. 31, 1957, is listed at 
$74,500,000. Current liabilities 
totalled $12,832,082 including 
$9,025,402 in “loans and bills 
payable.”

The balance sheet shows net 
income for 1954 at $265,056, 
for 1955 $769,358, 1956 $1,304,- 
728, and for 1957 $15,600.HI
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t.C. Liquor Profit 
Shows Slight Drop

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—British Columbia liquor profits are | 

slipping instead of rising for the first time since the end , 
of the war.

This was shown in a rei>ort 
tabled by Attorney-General 
Bonner in the Legislature 
Thursday, covering the six 
months’ business ended Sept.
30.

Sales were up slightly, over 
the same period in 1957, but ™ 
both gross and net profits 
were off.

The trend since the war has 
been big lumps in both sales 
and profits.

Saies from March 31 to 
Sept. 30 last year totalled $46,- 
900,000, up $787,800 over the 
same period of 1957, but gross C:[ 't 
profits for the six months last 
year were $14,691,100 (down 
$14,400), with net profit $12,- 
451,500 (down $80,550).

In the year ended March 31,
1958, sales totalled over $93,- 
000,000, net profit $26,800,000.
This was nearly $5,000,000 
more in sales and $1,790,000 
more in profit than 
previous year.

Probers Ask Higher]; 
Tax on Diesel Fuel

Commercial Vehicles Should Bear! 
More Road Costs, Gov't Told
VICTORIA — Higher licence ■ fees and a 2-cent

(increase in diesel fuel tax for commercial vehicles in 
B.C. have been recommended by a royal commission. 
———--------------------------ws
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Mr. Bennett Offers Hopes
Yesterday’s speech from the throne 

creates a strong first impression that the 
Social Credit government is about to turn 
over several new leaves.

Perhaps the adverse winds from the 
Rossland-Trail by-election last month had 
an effect on government theory.

The positive assurance that there win 
be legislation for enlarged education 
grants, loans, scholarships and bursaries 
in higher education, is welcome news 
indeed.

Particularly is this so when for some 
time the public has been disturbed by 
rumors of pending higher student fees at 
UBC. Municipal authorities have also 
been agitated by the apparent disregard 
of Victoria for the financial pressures 
besetting property owners.

We’U wait, of course, for the full 
revelation of government plans before we 
unloose a full-throated cheer.

But there seem to be other intriguing 
things In prospect

The Unemployed perhaps can't throw 
their cape in the air over the proposal to 
aet up a legislative committee to deal with 
their troubles.

This committee may be useful In 
ferreting out preventives for future 

ployment but can't be much present 
Such a committee met during the 

■Mltive session—and this winter 
unemployment Is higher than ever. >

It la significant that the promise to 
improve training facilities for mentally 
retarded children, so long agitated for by

welfare associations, Is coupled with the B 
announcement of Important administra- ^ 
tive changes.

Mental health matters are to be 
divorced from the provincial secretary's ® 
department. They are to be lumped with j 
the general field of health, which In turn y- 
is going to be separated from welfare.

This seems to be a tacit admission that 
the opposition’s criticism of the general S 
administration of such services is well- A 
founded.

At any rate, the days when such a load 
could be carried by a single minister are 
gone.

Summing up, the government’s legisla- ;/ 
tive plans promise an Interesting eight >;■ 
weeks of debate. A lot of questions could E" ÿ 
be asked—and no doubt win be answered, 
about the plan to promote settlement In 
central B.C. and the Peace River block 
by giving better terms to farmers taking 
up new lands. Continuation of a marine 
park* development program “to cater to 
the needs" of pleasure boat owners Is a 
reminder that the new department of 
recreation and conservation hu been 
slow getting off the ground. 1

Since this was not the budget speech 
there's no mention of taxes, new or old.
But forecasters of new taxes may note 
that the lieutenant-governor's speech 
refers to “measures to cope fully with 
current needs and . . . economic 
growth..

Which may mean a lot or nothing.

Report of the commission, | ] 
headed by Dr. H. F. Angus, IP 
chairman of the Public Uttti-J 
ties Commission, was tabled in 
the legislature Thursday by 
Premier Bennett.
MORE THAN GAS

It said the diesel fuel tax i 
should be increased from the x.i 
present 10 cents per gallon to W 
12 cents, two cents more than ■[ 
the gasoline tax.

By 1960-61 commercial 
vehicles should be assessed 
$10,000,000 more than they 
now pay towards provincial 
road costs, to bring their share 
more in line with revenue 
raised from non-commercial 
passenger vehicles.

The commission was ap­
pointed last April to investi­
gate road-users’ charges.

With Dr. Angus on the com­
mission were A. J. Bowering, 
assistant chief engineer in the 
highways department; George 
Lindsay, motor vehicles super­
intendent; and W. F. Veitch, 
assistant deputy minister of 
finance.

They urged establishment of 
a central government agency 
or department of motor trans­
port with five main functions:

To protect highways against 
destructive use;

To enforce revenue laws 
more rigidly than they are 
now enforced;

To negotiate reciprocal 
agreements where multiple 
taxation occurs;

To make and administer 
safety regulations;

To continue research and 
maintain statistical informa­
tion on road costs and 
propriate cost-sharing. 
$2,000,000,000

The commission estimated 
that by 1975, the province with 
federal help must spend 
$2,281,000,000 on road con­
struction and maintenance, or 
an average of $127,000,000 per 
year.

Ideally, said the commission, 
provincial road costs should 
be paid for equally, one-third 
by commercial vehicle owners, 
a third by private passenger 
vehicles and a third by non­
road-users.

At present the proportion is 
33 per cent private passenger,
21 per cent commercial and 46 
per cent non-users.

ap-
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$1,370,000 Pro#
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The tolls trill stay on, how- * 
ever, until both the Lions Gate Eg 
bridge and the new Second 
Narrows bridge, not yet open, §»:' 
are paid lor.

To the end ol last March, K,
It had made a net profit of jQ 
$3,550,000 on toll collections BR 
totalling $5.500,000.

In the last fiscal year, Lions SB
Cat, nintnalata naU (1 700 70S 1

By Sun Stuff Reporter
" VICTORIA — Lions Gate 
Bridge continues to be one of 
the Social Credit government’s 
beat Investments.

At Its present rate df earn­
ing It will have more than paid 
for itself by the end of March, 
I960. The government took it 
over Jan. 1, 1955, at a cost of 
$6,054,000. Gate motorists paid $1,709,328 ■ I

in tolls, or 28.2 per cent of 
what the bridge cost.

After deducting all operat­
ing expenses and a major por­
tion of interest on all toll high­
ways and bridges authority 
debts, the net profit from 
Lions Gate was $1,370,000, or 
22.6 per cent of its cost

Figures for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1958, were

contained in public accounts 
filed in the legislature Thurs­
day by Premier Bennett 

They showed excess of rev­
enue over expenditure for all 
toll authority operations to­
talled $1,812,000—more than 
75 per cent of it from Lions 
Gate. That excess was down 
$365,500 from the previous 
year.

Second big earner in the toll 
bridges was Oak Street In 
the first nine months of its 
operation, June 29,1957, to the 
end of March, 1958, Oak tolls 
brought in $725,310.

With expense and debt in­
terest deducted, it realized 
$442,150. The other 25 per 
cent of the revenue above ex-

ire figure for all

Agasetz-Reeedale bridge col­
lected $146,800 and the prov­
ince had to pay a grant of
$11383 for it to meet its ex­
penses; Nelson Bridge, in its 

I five months’ operation, col- 
| lected $Cf,400, Just enough for
I expenses; Okanagan Bridge,
wasn’t covered by the report with $4,477,500 in

I III
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BENNETT PROMISES:

B.C. to Boost 
School Aid

—
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ISIoan's Death 
I'Greai Loss'

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — The death of 

I Gordon Sloan, former chief 
justice of: the B.C. Appeal 

I Court, was) termed a "great 
Lieut.-Gov, Frank

Throne Speech 
Tells Gov't Plan

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 

VICTORIA—More money for education—from the 
elementary school to the university level—was promised 
today by the Social Credit government

This declaration highlighted the speech from the 
I | throne read to the opening of the new session of the 

legislature by Lieut-Gov, Frank Ross.
Four other major government proposals were 

disclosed in the speech:
|—The government health services—including mental
■ health—will be incorporated into one department 

and welfare will become a separate department
2—B.C. Horse Racing Commission will be established
■ to police racing on a province-wide basis.

19—The legislature select standing committee on labor 
will start an immediate study of the unemployment 
problem.

I—Farmers wishing to open up new agricultural land 
r will be given improved terms on government- 

backed loans in a bid to increase settlement in the 
Peace River and central B.C.

More Loans, Scholarships
On education, the speech said:
“You will be asked to authorize increased grants to 

J school districts as well as to the University of B.C. and 
|j the Victoria College.

“An expanded system of loans, scholarships and 
U bursaries will be made available. To facilitate the 
[ achievement of higher standards of education by 
1 students of senior matriculation standing, of the Univer- 1 -“-'OfRC. and of Victoria College, youwill be asked to 

horize an increased measure of assistance
l encouragement”

_JThe proposed reorganization of the health and 
[mental health services indicated creation of a new 
\ «bi®? post, with • possible general cabinet shuffle.

-, «Won of the health services was first 
last year by CCF opposition leader Robert

.. J* «fid the administration of health and welfare 
I mam** m*n^er MArtin) was too big a job for one

■ , Strachan suggested mental health services, now
I *£*52* dePartment> 1,6 induded

g separate health department, incorporating general 
t services as well as hospital insurance.
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For Mentally Retarded
also referred to the survey of mental health services to 
be undertaken “at an early date" by the American 
Psychiatric Association.

The move followed opposition attacks on govern* 
j ment cutbacks in spending for such services.
I The speech promised legislation would be intro- 

' provisions for the education and train- 
retarded children. No further details

i ne »pca.,i no details on the proposed
establishment of a horse racing commission.

It did say the government is "deeply concerned with

accelerated program and a huge and

duced to expand 
ing of mentally 
were given.

The speech Included

the government is "deeply concerned with 
unemployment.” .

"Despite an accelerated program and a huge and

‘the problem remains serious, 
1 * See: "Speech"

ment buildings, works higl 
ment,” the speech said, "

Please Turn to Page Turn

Speech From Throne Offers 
Health, Farm, School Aid

Continued from Page 11 Agricultural- assistance will
,__A J__ j be in the form of “substantial"

increases in the amount of 
credit that may be extended 
under the Farmers' Land 
Clearing Act, and to lengthen 
considerably the period of re­
payment by ."bona fide” estab­
lished farmers who wish to 
increase the size of their 
present holdings."

There also will be measures 
permitting low initial pay­
ments, substantial credit, and 
a “generous repayment plan" 
for the clearing of raw lands 
with a good agricultural poten­
tial.

An additional aid to agricul­
ture, said the speech, will be a 
consolidation of all legislation 
[relating to diking and drain- 
| age.

About a third of it was taken rj 
up by a resume of B.C.’s Cen­
tennial Year, with reference to 
some 300 Centennial projects K 
undertaken, the visit to B.C. | 
of Princess Margaret and | 
other dignitaries.

Other legislation forecast by | 
the speech:

A new Wills Act "of inter­
est to every citizen of the 
province."

Amendments to mining leg­
islation to recognize "scienti­
fic advancement in the field of 
exploration and to encourage 
exploration."

Amendments to the Gas Act.
Technical amendments to 

the Municipal Act
Continuation of a marine 

parks development program 
"to cater to the needs of an in­
creasing number of pleasure 
boat owners and enthusiasts." 
HELD FOB BUDGET

Littie mention was made of 
government finances. It was 
expected this, particularly 
statements about elimination 
of the provincial debt, would 
come in the premier's budget 
speech, likely on Feb. 6.

"The ways and means for 
supply to be granted to Her 
Majesty during the ensuing 
year embody measures to cope 
fully with current needs and 
the economic growth experi­
enced in the province," was 
the only reference to financial 
affairs.

cedented expenditure of public 
funds on government build­
ings, works, highways, 
bridges, parks development," 
the speech said, "the problem 
remains serious.
AID FOB FABMERS

"For this reason my govern­
ment will recommend the 
select standing committee on 
labor be convened immediately 
for the purpose of studying 
this problem. It is desirable 
tbat this committee meet with 
4dL6lterested individuals and 
■■S—labor employers and 

and conduct an in- 
mmflUto the ways and means 
mam^ng the situation.”

The government said its 
"vast program" of highway 
construction will be continued.
LAND DISPUTES

In connection with arbitra­
tions of disputes over land 
acquisition by the highways 
department, the speech said 
there would be amendments 
to the Highway Act, but did 
not indicate their intent.

An amendment to the Fer­
ries Act "in regard to sub­
sidies" will be proposed. The 
government is expected to in­
crease limits on subsidies it 
pays to private operators who 
run ferries in uneconomic 
areas. *

Last summer's disastrous 
forest fire season in B.C. was 
noted and at the same time 
the government forecast legis­
lation "respecting the compul­
sory utilization with compen­
sation of machinery and equip­
ment suitable for the suppres­
sion of forest fires.”
LENGTHY SPEECH

The throne speech, about 
6,000 words In length, was one 
ol the longest ever delivered 
In the B.C Legislature.
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MLA Urges 
Liquor 

(Changes
By ALEX YOUNG 
Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—A Social Credit 
I backbencher Friday recom- 
! mended amendments in liquor 
I laws to end discrimination
■ against Indians and to permit 
1 purchase of vodka by the 
I bottle in government liquor 
y stores.

William Murray (S.C.-Prince 
J Rupert) told the legislature,
1 in seconding the address in re- 
S Ply to the throne speech,
I liquor laws as they applied to 
i natives were “medieval if not 
I obsolete" because Indians 
I could order drinks by the glass
■ in beer parlors but hot buy 
I bottles of liquor.
(excessive drinking

He said there should be a 
I federal royal commission to 
9 study liquor laws as they af- 
§fect Indians.

“These laws lead to exces- 
Isive drinking during the clos-
■ ing hour at a beer parlor,” 
■said Murray. “Bootleggers 
I flourish. It builds up resent- w*™
■ ment and a feeling of discrim- ||
| inat ion.”

Murray said Attorney Gen- 
leral Robert Bonner was “not
■ too realistic” in his opposition 
I to sale by the bottle of vodka
■ in B.C. liquor stares.
B Bonnet last session said 
I Vodka should not be freely 
Isold because it was “odorless 
Hand insidious.”
I If it is all right to permit 
I purchase of Vodka by the case,
| by special requisition through 
H the liquor board, he said, then 
I "It is completely contradic­
tory” to prohibit purchase by 
I the bottle.
I "IKE” AND RUSSIA

Murray 'also defended the 
* government’s “pay as you go”
I debt reduction policies.

Evidence that they were 
I proper has come from the U.S. I 
iPresident Eisenhower and
■ Soviet Russia, because both]
1 countries are operating bal- 
1 .need budgets, said Murray.

• Murray referred to problems I 
nail hospitals in B.C. in 
wage negotiations with 

^oyees. He said a plan 
did be worked out whereby 
If hospitals negotiated ;a 

er agreement with their 
nployees so that wage rates 

t be stabilized.
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Columbia Power 
Speedup Urged

Rossland-Trail MLA Blames 
Ottawa for Delayed Negotiations

By HAL DORNAN 
' Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—Speed-up of negotiations to permit 
Columbia River power development was urged in the 
legislature Friday by Rossland-Trail’s new Socred MLA, 

Donald L. Brothers.
Delay in that development 

feÿ and in equalization of freight 
rates are the two factors im- 

: • peding development of his
constituency, he said.

He blamed Ottawa for both. 
Brothers, the young Trail 

lawyer who won the Dec. 15 
by-election, holding the consti- 

_____ I mi iiihi—iiwwi 11 tuency for Social Credit fol-
lowing the resignation of Rob­
ert E. Sommers, was making 

• his maiden speech, 
j To underline the importance 

of the Rossland-Trail victory, 
Premier Bennett had the new 
member move the address in 
reply to the speech from the 
throne.
"EYES OF ALL CANADA” 

Brothers dealt mainly with 
the economic problems of his 
area, but he followed up the 
sustained desk • thumping re­
ception given him by Socreds 
when he rose to speak with a 
little, quiet gloating over his 
victory. .

He said Social Credit had 
been returned “victoriously,”' 
in Rossland-Trail, and since 
the eyes of B.C. end all Can­
ada j*ad been on* the riding, 

1 the Legislature were placed It was fitting he should dis-

CCF Queries 
Edge-In on 

CaseBriggs
VICTORIA — Two questions 
which could bring some of 
former B.C. Power Commis­
sion. manager H. Lee Briggs’ 
charges ,into early debate in

:

HOUSE WILL 
|S/7 AT NIGHT

VICTORIA — A motion 
providing lor night sittings 
through the current session 

t o 1 the legislature will be in­
troduced Monday by Premier 
Bennett.

It will permit calling ol 
night sittings any day Irom 
Tuesday till the session 
ends.

An average of three night 
Sittings a week is expected.

on the order paper Friday.
Both concern BCPC bonds 

and are asked by Opposition 
Leader Robert M. Strachan 
and directed to Premier Ben­
nett It is expected the premier 
will submit written replies to 
both questions early in the 
session.
BOND COMMISSIONS 

One of the questions seeks 
details of commissions paid to 
investment dealers on power 
commission bonds taken up by 
provincial agencies.

The other inquires about 
1955 power commission bonds 
and whether they were taken 
up by any government agency 
or for trust funds of any pro­
vincial commission or board, 
and if so on whose adVice. 

The BCPC finance questions 
I were only two of 36 put on 

the order paper on the second 
l day of the session.
1 OVER WIDE BÀNGK

«. from both Opposi- 
Socred MLAs, cover 
la wifle range of subji 
I eluding refusal to allow i 

I boards to open kindergai 
health services,

;, strengths of stajfs in 
I various controversial services. 
| labor disputes, workmen's com- 

nsation. monopoly tax
■ the Liquor Act

cuss the by election.
He said he found failure of 

Liberal leader Arthur Laing 
and Tory leader Deane Fin- 
layson to run irt Rossland- 
Trail a mystery.

If they had been sincere in 
their desire to lead strong, 
united parties "they would 
most certainly have allowed 
their names to stand as candi­
dates,’’ he said.

Out of traditional respect to 
“maiden" speakers, his by- 
election analysis wasn't 
heckled by the opposition,
B.C ‘HANDS TIED’

Brothers said the provincial | 
government's hands are tied 
on Columbia River's develop­
ment until Ottawa and the U.S; 1 
negotiate downstream benefits. ” 
He hoped Premier Bennett . 
would be able to speed 
those negotiations when 
meets with Prime Minister

nis: of

Ottawa

Brothpvrates

to our are 
minatory 

ualized.”
lions 
rates: 

future 
he
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House Hears MLA Claim 
That Ike's a Sacred, Too

■

By JAMBS K. NESBITT
VICTORIA — The speech- 

making got under .way in 
the legislature Friday, with 
4 new MLA making his 
rpaitien legislative talk, and 
another discovering • that 
Eisehhbwer is a Socred too. 

* Donald Brothers, elected 
last month in Rossla^d- 
Trail, spoke but 20 minutes, 
in a quiet, business-like 
voice, and started no fire­
works.

He and Socred William 
Murray of Prince Rupert, 
who followed, duly praised 
the premier and his govern­
ment, as is expected of the 
mover and seconder of the 
address in reply to the 
speech from the throne.

★ * *
Social Credit, said Mr. 

Brothers, was returned vic­
toriously in Rossland-Trail, 
a statèment which caused 
some CCFers to murmur 
something about 30 per cent 
of the votes, meaning 
Brothers had more people 
against him than for him.

There were many inequali­
ties before Social Credit 
came along, said Brothers, 
but all is well now, for our 
premier, in his capable and 
guiding way has corrected 
them.

We hear a litfcle about 
bank clearings in Trail,' and 
retail sales there, and then 
Brothers said that all gov­

ernments before Social 
Credit were only interested 
in perpetuating themselves.

This sounded rather odd, 
for the premier says Social 
Credit is going to last 50 
years in B.C.

★ ★ ★
Brothers said he has no

worry about any problems 
facing this province because 
he knows Bennett’s Social 
Creclit government will at­
tack them with its usual 
vigor.

The premier listened to 
every word Brothers uttered, 
and appeared in complete 
agreement. Why shouldn’t 
he?

The leader of Her Majes­
ty’s Loyal Opposition, Rob­
ert Strachan, mostly read 
government documents as 
Brothers spoke.

Murray, attending only his 
third session, showed a new 
polish and sureness, and the 
promise of becoming a first- 
class talker.

It’s constantly amazing to 
this column how quickly 
most MLAs lose their shy­
ness and get their teeeth Into 
thir jobs, and usually do 
good jobs.

* * *
Murray Ignored this, as­

sured Brothers that he can 
bask warmly in the knowl­
edge that his was a great 
and a real victory in Ross­
land-Trail, the resiilt of 
which, to Murray, means

that Bennett's government 
enjoys the support and con» 
fidences of the highest court 
in the province—the people 
of British Columbia.

All of which was sweet 
music to the premier’s ear, 
though sometimes he must 
have his private doubts.

Then Murray announced 
he had discovered -that 
President Eisenhower, by his 
financial policies, is really a 
Social Créditer, which will 
shocks the presdent, if he 
ever hears about it.

.
:
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B.C. Takes 
Untrained 
Teachers'

Almost one-quarter of Bri­
tish Columbia’s secondary 
school teachers in 1958 lacked 
qualifications for their posts.

Their deficiencies were over­
looked because of the prov­
ince’s teacher shortage, accord­
ing to the annual report on 
public schools.

The document, filed in the 
legislature Thursday by Edu­
cation Minister Les Peterson, 
showed 2.3 per cent employed 
as- teachers had no training 
whatsoever.

On the secondary level, 22.3 
per cent did not have the re­
quired training. On the ele­
mentary level the figure was 
only 3.1 per cent.

On the other hand, 29.6 per 
$ent of secondary teachers, 
and 29.9 per cent elementary 

j teachers, had more qualifica­
tions than their positions de­

manded.
The report also showed that 

[ there were almost as many 
adults as children going to 
school last year.

It listed a provincial total of 
277,070 children and youths 
enrolled in regular classes, and 
222,331 persons registered in 
adult classes.

In addition, 3,535 students 
enrolled for correspondence 
courses in 1958.

08

CCF to Seek Government 
Control of Telephone Firm

VICTORIA—A motion urg- 
[ ing the provincial government 
I to «eek control over B.C. Tele- 
1 phone Co." Ltd. and its sub- 
I sidiaries will be introduced in 

the legislature Monday by Op- 
I position Leader Robert M. 
| Strachan.

The company operates under

a federal charte  ̂and the CCF 
leader daims it is subject only 
to “limited control" by the 
Federal Board of Transport 
Commissioners.

His motion will ask the pro­
vincial government to apply to 
have jurisdiction over BCT

phone rates and services in | 
B.C transferred to the prov­
ince’s Public Utilities Commis- | 
ston.

Mr. Strachan Is scheduled to I 
open opposition debate on the 
speech from the throne Men- } 
day.

aEm fil
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STRACHAN'S CHALLENGE

Socred MLAs Close Ranks, 
Back Gov't on Sommers WM
By HAL DOBNAN 
Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — B.C.’« Social 
Credit government Monday 
crushed an opposition motion 
calling lor its resignation over 
the way it handled the Som­
mers case.

The motion was made by l 
Opposition leader Robert M. ! 
Strachan. It was defeated 37 t 
to 14 in the first recorded vote | 
of the session. Two Libérait 
and two independent MLAs | 
supported the CCF.

The government victory in a f 
House of 38 to 14 wasn’t sig- | 
nificant.
NO MORE DEFECTIONS

What was, was the fact the 
cabinet won full support from 
Socred backbenchers, indicat­
ing that any threat of further 
defection over the case has 
been overcome in caucus.

Strachan introduced his non- 
confidence motion at the end 
of a two-hour speech In which 
he blasted Socred politics and 
gpHtics.
'•After reviewing cabinet 
handling of the Sommers case, 
he said:
STRACHAN ‘SHOCKED’

"I am shocked that in B.C. 
we have people in government 
who ding to office with cal- 
~ « disregard Of traditions of

our parliamentary heritage l 
people who remain unconcern- E 
ed about the damage they have I 
done to the good name of I 
British Columbia, people who I 
shout their innocence while I 
striving desperately to cover I 
their guilt 
, "For these reasons I think E 
the government should resign. [ 

"You no longer have the | 
confidence of the people. ■ 

"You have made our prov-l 
ince the laughing stock of | 
Canada.” ,

His motion would have I 
added these words to the I 
legislature's thanks to Lieuten-[ 

it-Govemor Frank Ross:
"But we regret that the ac-l 

tions of the executive council | 
(the cabinet) have brought j 
stigma, disgrace and je 
to the democratic 
mentary traditions of 
people. I
LIBERAL PERSISTS 

"For political purposes, they I 
have acquiesced in the failure [ 
Of the attorney-general to i 

the normal judicial I 
demanded ley his hij

"They are no longer worthy 1 
if the . confidence of our |

)lte the result' of the! 
Liberal MLA George I 

who spoke afl 
i persisted in dema:

ing explanations from govern­
ment benches.

He said it was evident the 
attorney-general had provided 
Sommers with information be­
cause Sommers had launched 
a slander and libel suit against 
David Sturdy, based on In­
formation In Charles Evers- 
field's statutory declaration.

"When the attorney-general 
speaks on this matter,” said 
Gregory, "I challenge him to 
tell us how this information 
got into the hands of his then 
fellow cabinet minister.

Gregory pressed two Socred 
MLAs, Tom Bate, of Vancou- 
ver-Polnt Grey, and Bert Price, 
Vancouver-Burrard, to offer 
some explanations to the. 
House of statements they had] 
made to the effect that Som­
mers had committed no wrong 
doing.

"I want you people who had 
been so pious to stand up and 
say what you do think now,” 
demanded Gregory.

During his discussion of the 
case, Gregory said he could 
remember Sommers "standing 
up and saying he wasn’t guilty 
of wrongdoing, but that a 
conspiracy was out to wreck 
him and the government.”

"Wasn’t there a conspir­
acy?" asked Orr Newton, 
cred MLA for Columbia.

| EVIDENCE BARRED
Sy-achan's review of Som-! 

I mers case highlights was in-| 
I terrupted by Speaker Hugh 1 
IShantz, who ruled that evi-[ 
Idence In the Sommers trial! 
I could not be discussed.

But Strachan had words of 1 
I sympathy for the former for-1 
I qsts minister, Robert Som-1 
I mers, now awaiting hearing of I 
I his appeal from the five-year f 
I jail sentence.
| PERSECUTION HIT

“The CCF asked for an In-1 
Ivestigation,” he said. "Wef 
\ didn’t ask for the prosecution 

we certainly didn’t ask 6 
for persecution, such as that I 
”dt by the RCMP at 1:30 in I 

s morning. We don’t kick a| 
| man when he’s down.

,"We sympathize with the I 
I former minister for the suf-| 
I lering and anguish caused him I 
I while the government dtUied I 
I and dallied. He has my sym* I 

What he needed wasl 
froid his «o-calledl

{LIBERAL CAN'T SELL 
!SOCRED MEMBERSHIPS

VICTORIA (CP) — Victoria Liberal MLA 
George Gregory told the legislature Monday he 
tried all weekend to sell membership cards in the 
Social Credit League—but couldn’t find one taker.

Gregory had offered to be Works Minister Wil­
liam Chant’s campaign manager if Victoria got a 
new courthouse.

The building was promised for this year and a 
Social Credit MLA sent a book of Social Credit 
membership cards to Gregory.

[MLAs hiss, splutter,
\SNEER, SNARL AND SNIPE

Opposition Leader Robert M. Strachan called 
Social Credit the “slickest, smoothest, mast 
unscrupulous political machine” ever seen in B.C., 
as he led off the opposition's Throne Speech debate 
,in the legislature Monday.

Lands and Forests Minister Ray Williston 
countered by likening opposition attacks on the 
government with unsuccessful U.S. space rockets 
that “just sputtered” and didn’t get off the ground. 

Full details on Page 34. f '

{BENNETT DECLINES TO 
{PUNCH TORY MP IN NOSE

i By Sun Staff Reporter
JfICTC™h, ~~ P1*™61, Bennett Monday de­

cked a suggestion that he punch in the nose Vic­
toria’s Progressive 
Conservative member 
of Parliament Bert 
McPhillips for refer­
ring to Bennett as a 
man who "struts 
around the province 
like a barnyard 
rooster."

Libera] MLA for 
Victoria George Greg­
ory said:' “If he (the 
premier) goes to Ot­
tawa, I wonder if he 
might punch the mem­
ber for Victoria City 
in the nose, for I don’t 
think anyone without 
the courage to run for 
this house should go 
there and criticise our 

minister like

Bennett smiled 
l shook his head.
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Mystery Man 
Role Queried

VICTORIA — Rod Gibbons,
the "mystery man” of the 
Rossland-Trail byelection, was 
back in the news Monday.

Gibbons is an old-time Van­
couver politician who was
prominent in directing the So­
cial Credit campaign in TraiL

What made him a mystery 
was that while he worked for 
them, the Socreds claimed 
they didn’t know who hired 
him.

His part in the byelection. | 
was referred to by Opposition 
leader Robert Strachan.

WmÊmmmmam__ IH
Socreds Hit as 
Slick, Unscrupulous

By HAL DORNAN i net, on a swivel chair, deliber-
Sun Staff Reporter ately turned his back on the 

VICTORIA — "The slickest | Opposition leader and chatted 
smoothest most unscrupulous 1 tDith nah,npt ministers.

B.C. Public Power 
Authority Urged

By ALEX YOUNG 
Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—Victoria Liberal MLA George Greg­
ory Monday suggested a public power authority instead 
of private enterprise develop future major hydro-electric 
resources in B.C.

:0Æ

political machine this province 
has eVer seen."

That description of Social 
Credit in British Columbia 
was used in the Legislature 
Monday by Opposition Leader 
Robert M. Strachan.

The 45-year-old Scot, now in 
his third session as CCF lead­
er, made the charge In a two- 
hour blast as he led off the 
Opposition’s Throne Speech 
debate.
UNCHALLENGED 

And apart from a mumbled 
objection from Attorney-Gen­
eral Robert Bonner, that it 
waa "pretty unparliamentary 
language,” the description 
went unchallenged.

Strachan’s attack ranged 
from the nature of the Socred 
campaign in Roasland-Trail to 
the premier's power policies; 
from mental health services to 
the Sommers case; from edu­
cation finance to the premier’s 
refusal to answer letters.

■He succeeded, without chal­
lenge, In discussing evidence 
before the Shrum Royal Com­
mission Investigating the RC. 
Power Commission.
PREMIER UP, DOWN 

He drew the premier to his 
feet when he said: “You're a 
pretty scared man, Mr. Pre­
mier. That’s why you won’t 
call an election.”

“Are you asking for oner- 
demanded the premier, jump­
ing up. .

A chorus of "Yes, yes,” "any 
time,” “you wouldn’t dare" 
came from opposition benches, 
and the premier sat down.

Strachan accused the pre­
mier of double-talk regarding 
power commission financing; 
of writing fiction In his three- 
page free - space newspaper 
series; of limiting the Shrum 
commission’s terms of refer­
ence “so that through it he 
cm have the power commis­
sion dragged down and 
gobbled up by the B.C. Elec­
tric, Wenner-Gren, -or both.”

I Tot much of Straehan’a 
however. Prem

with cabinet ministers.
At one point, Speaker Hugh 

Shantz called for order, obvi­
ously meaning the premier.
The premier ignored the 
Speaker, and Opposition voices 
called: “Wait for him,” and 
“Such disrespect.” • |

When Mr. Speaker called 
“Order” again, the premier 
swung half around, with his 
back to Mr. Speaker.

Strachan opened his two- 
hour performance with these 
words; “As the man said, this 
is going to be a quiet session.”

Then he soon accused the 
premier of “playing the same 
old hurdy gurdy, only faster” 
and threatened. “At this ses­
sion his nonsense is going to 
be exposed.”

Of the Speech from the 
Throne, he said: “I don't know 
who wrote it, but it waa an 
imposition on His Honor, and 
It contained little information 
for the people of the province."

The government, he 
charged, “is imbued with fear 
that the public will get to 
know too much; with reluc­
tance to have its policies de­
bated; with a cringing tear of 
criticism.”

It was this "cringing fear of 
criticism,” he charged, that re­
sulted in the premier “blud­
geoning the press of B.C. Into 
printing three pages of his 
nonaenae.”
ATTACKS BLACK 

His bitterest attack was di­
rected at Provincial Secretary 
Wesley Black for “deliberately 
keeping the mental health ser­
vices annual report from 
members of the' Legislature.”

He said Blaçk had the re­
port throughout the last ses­
sion and denied Its contenta, 
tabling it only on the last day.

“That was a rejection of 
your promise to keep people 
informed, a denial of the fun­
damental rights of a tree I 
parliament, a manipulation of | 
our cooatitutti
of political «PtlHILmon. | 
strous display 
bfllty. It

Gregory said he offered the 
idea because of his concern 
over the proposed Wenner- 
Gren development of Peace 
River power and the B.C. 
Electric’s connection with it, 
as well as present power rates 
of the BCE.

"It might be a good idea to 
put our new sources under the 
B.C. Power Commission, or 
have a B.C. Hydro which 
would sell to the BCE and the 
B.C. Power Commission,” 
Gt-egory told the legislature.
“BAD CHARACTER”

Axel Wenner • Gren, said 
Gregory, was a "thoroughly 
bad character” and should be 
kept out of RC. resources' de­
velopment.

During the Second World 
War, Gregory said, Wenner- 
Gren was collecting royalties 
on Bofors guns, used by both 
the Allies and Axis, at the 
same time as he was collect­
ing royalties on a book advo­
cating peace.

The BCE, Gregory said, may 
“have become too big for Its 
own good and for the good of 
the people of the province.”
CITES SHARES QEAL

He noted that the BCE had 
paid $1 each for shares in the 
new Wenner-Gren firm, Peace 
River Development Company, 
while Wenner-Gren B.C. De­
velopment Co. had paid only 
3^ cents.

"When that happens Wen­
ner-Gren Isn’t playing with 
marbles," he said.

As well as paying 33 cents, 
Gregory stated, the Wenner- 
Gren company also exchanged 
for shares the memorandum 
of agreement with B.C. gov­
ernment. under which Wenner- 
Gren had agreed to undertake 
railway, industrial and power 
development In the northeast­
ern comer of RC 

Wenner-Gren bought 8,000,- 
000 shares at 33 cents each, he 
said, for a total price of 32,- 
700,000 plus the memo.

If the memorandum had no 
value, as stated by the govern­
ment, asked Cregory, how did 
it receive $8,000,000 worth of 
Shares for only $2,700,0007 

"I suggest the difference be­
tween $8,700,000 and $8,000,000 
is the true value of this 
’valueless’ document," he said.

'LIKE ROCKET'

Critics Out 
Of Orbit— 
Williston

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Opposition at­

tacks on the government Mon­
day were likened by Lands 
and Forests Minister Ray 
Williston to unsuccessful U.S. 
space rockets that “just sput­
tered and didn’t get off the 
ground."

He was replying briefly for 
the government to criticism 
Welled earlier in Throne 
Speech debate in the legisla­
ture by official opposition 
leader Robert Strachan and by 
Victoria Liberal MLA George 
Gregory.

"We have been hearing they 
were going to mount quite an 
attack,” saifo Williston. "Most 
of the criticism was like U.S. 
rockets . . . they gathered 
everyone around, but nothing 
happened. The rockets just 
sputtered.

"In some cases they went 
into space and revolved 
around and went in all direc­
tions but didn’t hit anything 
very specific."

These were some of his re­
plies to criticism:

Mental health service cut­
backs: “In connection with 
statements that more money to 
needed, there is no official 
who can’t say the same thing."

Government treatment of 
the B.C. Power Commission: 
"Statements have been made 
by inuendo, with no founda­
tion. Just words."

Increase of PGE freight 
rates by 17 per cent: “We 
to move in concert with 
tional railways because 
through rates that apply over 
PGE routes.”

Wenner-Gren and 
"Totally irresponsible 
ments.”

*.V
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Gov't Takes It on 
Chin—Survives

By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—The government took it on the chin 

| from two wings of the Opposition Monday—the CCF 
| \ and the Liberals. 1

I However, it managed to 6 
j survive, and when all the I 
j SC’ers stood shoulder to I 

shoulder one realized anew ! 
r j that Bennett's government ÏÎ 

H is in absolutely no danger 1 
,/• of being defeated oil the ,

1 floor of the house, 
j The leader of Her Ma- 1 

S jesty's ’ Loyal Opposition,
Strachan, tried to defeat 
the government, though he 
knew he wasn't going to 
succeed, and he and his

! CCF’ers were joined by the 
' two Liberals, George Greg- 
i ory and Archie Gibbs, and 
| independents Tom Uphill and 

Mel Bryan, who was a 
I SCTer until last session.

It was quite impossible to
ee any weakening in SC 

J ranks in the Legislature, 
j though what would happen 
j if there was a general elec- 
j tidn ne*t month is any- 
1 one’s guess.

★ * *
Strachan made a telling 

j speech. He hit the gdvern- 
I ment in its weakest points.

He gloried in the fact that 
| In last March’s federal elec­

tion not one Liberal or 
S.C’er was sent to Ottawa 
from western Canada.

He was annoyed because 
the premier hadn't invited 
him along on the PGE in- 

| augural to the Peace River 
i last autumn.

Rossland-Trall byelection, 
ji according to Strachan, was 
j not a win for Social Credit 
I but a defeat, and because 
I Social Credit lost votes there 
I the premier decided there’d 

be no general election this 
year. This set the premier 
to ho-hoing, if somewhat 

| artificially.
Strachan was filled with 

complaining. He couldn’t 
get to see the premier all 
year; indeed, it was even 
worse.

The premier wouldn’t even 
reply to the letters sent to 
him by the leader of the 
Opposition.

The premier got up and 
muttered something about 
Strachan wasting time writ­
ing letters on subjects which 
the premier called nothing 
but a bunch of rubbish.

7 -rwmnfWim
Perhaps It was when he

§ discussed public versus pri- 
•x, vate power that Strachan 
I was most effective.

Strachan suspicioned that 
^ the government is getting 
3 ready to sell the B.C. Power 
H Commission down the river.

The Power Commission, 
said Mr. Strachan, is getting 
fattened for the kill — for 
when the time comes to 
hand it over to the privaté 
companies, Wenner - Gren 
and the B.C. Electric.

“The answer is no,” said 
the premier, looking a bit 
grim, but Strachan said he 
had heard the premier say 
no before when he really 
meant yes.

And then Strachan called 
the BCE an octopus, and 
said it had for y^àrs been 
dominating the life of this 
province, and therefore it’s 
no wonder, he said, that the 
people of B.C. are now fear­
ful for the future, because 
it's not a benevolent society 
Wenner - Gren proposes to 
set up.

a

home, end that perhaps he’d 
lose his temper, and say 
something he wanted to 
keep to himself, or was he 
just bored?

One never knows with 
I politicians.

. . ’ * i

Gregory followed Strachan 
and he went after the gov­
ernment, tpjb, but more 
quietly, though, to tell the 
truth, Strachan did. little 

j shouting and roaring, but 
his barbs and his sarcasm 
and hie lambasting of the 

| government delighted the

en a ÇCB”er and a Lib­
eral apeak the same day it’s 
difficult to separate them. 

In their dislike of Ben- 
I nett’a government they ap- 
J Pear to lie ip the same po- 
I litical bed,' which, ojf course, 
I pleases the government, 
I which wants to see the CCF 
1 swallow the Liberals,

Every now and thep 
CCF er takes time out to 
scoff at the Liberals and 
LlbehOs ^wjp take -
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White Rock 
Ferry Dock 
Opposed

VICTORIA — Social Credit 
MLA George Massey of Delta 
will protest to the govern­
ment against use of White 
Rock as a terminus for the 
proposed Vancouver Island 
Lower Mainland toll ferry 
service. _

He said he differed with 
government engineers who 
proposed the White Rock ter­
minus. The landing point, he 
said, should be Tsawwassen 
beach on the delta because it 
was closer to Vancouver Is­
land. .

The Tsawwassen Beach 
terminas is only 24 nautical 
miles from Swartz Bay on 
Vancouver Island while White 
Rock is 34 miles, Massey com­
plained.

THREE MLAS SPEAK

Jails Job for Welfare, 
Declares CCF Member

Special to The Vancouver Sun 
VICTORIA — The govern­

ment was urged in the legis­
lature Tuesday to transfer re­
sponsibility for provincial 
jails from the attorney- 
general to the proposed de- 

—J partment of welfare.
Cedric Cox, (CCF Burnaby), 

made the suggestion in the 
throne speech debate.

The government announced 
in the speech from the tnronc 
that the department of health 
and welfare is to be split. All 
the health and hospital serv­
ices are to be in one depart­
ment and welfare in another. 

! PARK PLAN HIT
The new health department 

will take over mental health 
services now administered by 
the provincial secretary.

Fraser Dam 
Studies to 
Go Ahead

Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — The provincial 

and federal governments have 
agreed to go ahead with engi­
neering studies bn a proposal 
for development of a series of 
11 dams on the Fraser Rivetv| 
that will produce some power 
and allow flood control.

This was announced in the 
legislature Tuesday by Lands 
and Forests Minister Ray Wil- 
liston.

The scheme is “Plan A" of 
the Fraser River Board, 
joint federal-provincial body 
which reported to both govern­
ments in December on the pos­
sibilities of dams on the Fraser 
fok' Roth hydro-elebtric and 
flood control.

Tne power that would result 
from the project, if engineer­
ing studies now authorized 
prove it economically possible, 
would be about 7 billion kilo­
watt hours per year, not 
enough to transmit to the 
lower mainland economically.

' The plan calls for combina- 
lon power-storage dams on 

the McGregory River and on 
*“ie Fraser near Olsson Creek.

wo storage dams and one 
combination dam are proposed 
for the Cariboo, a tributary of 
the Quesnel.

Five dams, three combina­
tion and two for power only,

[ would be located on the Clear­
water, a North Thompson tri-

n “A” is one that would 
ide both power and flood 
"»1 with a minimum of 

to fisheries.

MLAs GET 
GIFT WALLETS

VICTORIA — B.C/S 52 
MLAs Tuesday received new 
wallets, courtesy of Burnaby 
municipal council.

The gifts were distributed 
to support the plea of Bur­
naby CCF MLAs Cedric Cox 
and Gordon Dowding for 
provincial action to help de­
velop Burnaby Lake as a 
major recreation area for 
the entire lower mainland.

Cox suggested the entire 
corrections branch including 
jails, now under the attorney- 
general’s department, should 
be transferred to welfare be 
cause, he said, “rehabilitation I 
is primarily a welfare prob- j 
lem.”

Cox criticized the govern ' 
ment for permitting a private 
development to start in Gari­
baldi Park, arguing *he en­
tire park should be developed 
by the government.
UPHILL MORE SERIOUS

Tom Uphill, 84 year-old 
Labor MLA from Fernie, de­
voted his speech to listing the 
needs of his constituency.

More serious than usual in 
this throne speech appearance, 
he stressed the continuing 
plight of Fernie as a result of 
losing both its coal and 
brewery industries in the past 
year. I

Uphill, now in his 39th year! 
in the legislature, appealed di­
rectly to cabinet ministers op­
posite him to give his con­
stituency special consideration 
in this year’s estimates.

Among other things he ask­
ed for a fish hatchery, access 
roads for tourists, a new peni­
tentiary (“so I can visit my 
friends easier”) and river bank 
protection.
BRIDGE PROMISED

From Highways Minister P. 
A. Gaglardi (he called him 
“Mr. Gee-ardy i he received as­
surance a bridge over the Elk 
River on Highway 93, will be 
in the estimates.

“What we have now is a 50- 
m.p.h. highway and a 5-m.p.!i. 
bridge," Uphill said. “It’s 
crazy to build super highways 
and murderous bridges — 
bridges where there are no 
highways and highways where 
there are no bridges."

Hugh Shirreff (SC-Skeena) 
told the House his northern 
constituency is solidly behind 
plans for development of 
Peace River power.

He appealed to Gaglardi for 
highway work, claiming 
“there has been more black­
top abandoned on the lower 
mainland than we have in our 
entire constituency."

Douk Policy 
Failure, 
Bonner Told

VICTORIA — Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner Tues­
day was told his government s 
policies on Sons ol Freedom 
Doukhobor problems have 
tailed.

“It Is evident from recent 
disturbances, and still more 
from the deep mistrust and 
misunderstanding manifest In 
the Sons of Freedom's attitude 
towards government, that past 
and present government poli­
cies have failed to get to the 
roots of the problem," said a 
brief presented by a five-man 
Vancouver committee on 
Doukhobor affairs delegation.

The group proposed a non­
government body to act as an 
“Intermediary" between the 
government and the sect.

The delegation said the 
government policy of seizing 
Sons of Freedom children who 
fall, to attend school, and plac­
ing" them In the New Denver 
dormitory, Is "open to grave 
doubt."

It was suggested, teachers 
to work In the homes of the 
children, or a special school 
with a curriculum approved 
by the government and Douk- 

irs.

Gov't Asked for 
UBC Lands Plan

Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Vancouver- 

Point Grey Soered MLA, Mrs. 
Buda Brown, said in the legis­
lature Tuesday the government 
should “bring forth” the long- 
prepared master plan for de­
velopment of University of 
R.C. Endowment lands.

She made a special plea to 
Lands and Forests Minister 
Ray WiUiston to release the 
report, prepared some two 
years ago by Dr. David Tur­
ner, then director of conserva­
tion for the lands department

“That (the lands) is my con-
■

stituency and the people living 
there are getting a little 
anxious regarding the opening 
up of the lands,” said 
Brown. “They want to be a We 
to buy or lease some of thgtyl 
sites."

WiUiston has not released: 
the report because it required 
cabinet “study."

Mrs. Brown also told the gov­
ernment it should move the 
headquarters of the Motor 
Vehicle Branch headquarters 
from Victoria to Vancouver be­
cause there are more motorists 
there.

IB.C. POWER 
I SOURCES TOPS

VICTORIA—B.C. possesses 
the greatest untapped hydro­
electric potential on the 
North American continent, 
Lands and Forests Minister 
Ray WiUiston told the legw- 
lature.

Major power rivers, he 
said, are: Columbia—capa- 

‘city of 21.5 bllUon kilowatt 
hours per year; Peace—23 
to 23 billion kwh per year; 
Fraser—7 billion kwh (with­
out major harm to fish­
eries), 45 billion kwh (with 
fisheries damaged); M*

Klfin kkwh.
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Legislature Fight 
Goes on Into Night

Government Succeeds in Plan to 
Form Committee on Employment

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—The B-C. legislature Tuesday erupted 
into bitter name-calling debate on unemployment.

The question was over

strictly Koutine
By JAMES K. NESBITT

Perhaps it’s going to be a quiet session after all, 
as the premier so confidently predicted.

True, the 1959 session has
barely started, but so far 
there have been ho explo­
sions, or even hints of them.

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan made a good 

«speech, but it didn’t raise the 
. jroof. His attempt to defeat 
*the government was purely 
rroutine. The government 

was in no danger.
Tuesday, Lands and For­

ests Minister Ray WiUiston 
gave a long report about 

-hydro power, but he read it, 
«Word for word, and so it lost 
Snuch o|' its punch and 
Effect, and most MLAs 
dozed or wrote letters or 
^hatted with their neighbors 
as Wflhston spoke.

Willlston talked about 
optimum plans and down­
stream benefits, important 

. enough, but it was dull stuff 
■ which only the experts could 
^Understand.
- The hard-working minister 
, blamed the federal govern­
ment for delays and confu­
sion in development- of this 

«province’s water power.
★ * ★

“Wicked old Tories," said
In tone"CCF’s Harding;*™ 

«meant to be withering.
1 “Used to be wicked old Lib-

terals," said CCF’s Strachan, 
meaning “Always blame 
^someone else—never blame 
’•yourselves."

^ CCF’s Mrs. Lois Haggen, 
raof Grand Forks-Greenwood, 

has à cytise—she wants the 
It government to name a pro­
vincial park after E. E. 
SWinch, long-time MLA for 

Burnaby, who died two 
♦years ago.

! It’s a splendid idea, for 
Ernie Winch was a fine pub­
lic servant, and he should 
have this bonor.

It’s the long speech­
making that nearly drives 
Highways Minister Gaglardi 
out of his mind. He has no 
patience with it; he just 
can’t stand it, when he con­
siders all the work pilie^p 
on his desk, when he wants 

\and %ee how the 
idges are

coming along, when he 
wants to fly all over the 

’place, instead of chaining 
himself to a desk. Well, 
Gaglardi will just have to 
accept it as a pennance.

★ * *
It doesn’t seem the same

this session without Miss 
Margaret Bacchus of Van­
couver who, until now, had 
been head CCF stenog­
rapher.

Miss Bacchus couldn’t get 
over to the capital this ses­
sion. There’s definitely a 
personality lacking in legis­
lative corridors.

Backbench SC MLAs are 
all hoping these days—hop­
ing to become a cabinet 
minister.

Because there’s going to 
be a shuffle in health and 
welfare, some people think 
the premier will name a 
new man to his government.

The premier, liking to 
keep his boys in line, dang­
ling the plum, so to speak, 
says nothing, absolutely 
nothing, only looks wise, 
which is an old habit of pre­
miers — keep everyone 
guessing. He’ll make up his 
mind in hi* own good time.

But a new minister would 
give the province 13. Surely 
this isn’t necessary.

The premier, after the 
session, may shuffle his cab­
inet a bit, but it’s highly un­
likely he’ll name a new 
minister.

A cabinet with too many 
members gets top-heavy; the 
present cabinet Is quite large 
enough.

whether unemployment should 
be investigated by the whole 
legislature or by an 11-man 
committee.

Full House debate and im- j than a committee probe, 
mediate action was demanded 
by the opposition.
NIGHT SITTING

The government, with its 
overwhelming majority, easily

“world wide drift to depres­
sion.” The government was 
warned and should have been 
able to offer more this year

"In my riding,” said Hard 
ing, “unemployment is more 
serious than since the depres­
sion of the ’30s.

Gordon Dowding (CCF
I passed its committee proposal, I Burnaby ) said many people
I but not without an unexpected 
I 3%-hour night sitting.

It was almost 11:30 p.m. 
when the government motion 
carried. By then it passed 
unanimously.

are receiving foreclosures on 
mortgages.

Attorney-General Bonner 
said the proposal for a full- 
scale debate was unnecessary 
because the members of the

But before the government Houf were„ *"*. t0 debate un-
won its point, the CCF had 
scored a partial victory by 
forcing the major debate on 
unemployment despite three 
voting defeats.

The flare-up saw Premier 
Bennett accused of trickery 

I and "intellectual dishonesty” 
I (later withdrawn)i and the 
I CCF accused of making politi- 
I cal capital out of the plight of 
I the unemployed.

Much of the debating time 
I was taken up with argument 
I over what rules govern the 
I holding of an evening sitting 
I and who should speak first.
I WORST SINCE ’80s

“I’m asking the premier to 
I be intellectually honest”, pro- 
I tested Opposition Leader 
I Strachan. At one point he was 
I forced to withdraw the re- 
I mark but he insisted that Ben- 
I nett stop his "mental con- 
| volutions,” over rules of de- 
I bate.

Ron Harding (CCF Kaslo 
I Slocan) said there was a

employment during the formal 
debates on the throne speech 
and the budget.
MONKEY WRENCHES

“It’s easy enough to sit on 
our fannies,” said Leo Nim- 
sick ( CCF—Cranbrook ) “and 
draw our $5,000 per session, 
and ministers get $15,000 a 
year,- and say: ‘Well, it’s too 
bad about the unemployed.’ ”

"The CCF is riding the 
backs of labor," said Highways 
Minister Gaglardi. “If I was 
an unkind man I would say 
we have monkey wrench poli­
ticians, that is, just an instru­
ment with a loose jaw.”

Premier Bennett blamed un­
employment on the former 
Liberal federal government’s 
“tight money" policies.

'We said it would create a 
recession,” he said, “but the 
leader of the opposition dis­
agreed. I am getting a little 
tired of his overbearing atti­
tude ... his sneers ... al­
ways getting up and lectur­
ing the house.”
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Peace Power Vital 
To Meet Shortage

B.C. to Face Critical Need Within 
Six Years, Williston Tells House

Into Night
Succeeds in Plan to 
tee on Employment
ÆX YOUNG 
iun Staff Reporter 
C. legislature Tuesday erupted 
debate on unemployment.

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—Development of Peace River power is 
■‘critical” electricity shortagethe only solution to a

expectea to develop in ______ ________ ,
Lands and Forests Minister Ray Williston said Tuesday.

The Columbia River can’t 
be depended upon to answer 
the shortage because of inter - 
nation complications involved, 
he told the Legislature in a 
major policy speech on power.
FRASER OUT

The Fraser River is out, too. 
because of the fish problem, 
said Williston. *

A power - flood control 
scheme, to be studied in co­
operation with the federal 
government, is limited in its 
hydro - electric potential, he 
added, and would be able to 
provide qnly token aid in 
meeting he anticipated short­
age.

Williston forecast that B.C. 
will need a yearly increase in 
power production of 9.6 per 
cent until 1975, and 4.7 per 
cent annually after that.

By 1961, developments under 
construction will add 16 billion 
killowatt-hours, while 18 bil­
lion KWH are required.
CRITICAL PERIOD SEEN 

"Conditions are expected to I 
become very critical in the I 
period from 1962 to 1967," he I 
said, and the need may arise I 
for large imports of energy j 
in the interval, or the con-1 
struction of further large I 
block of thermal power."

He noted that the interna-1 
tional joint commission took I 
14 years to complete a “feasi-l 
bility” study on Columbia de-1 
velopment.

Before any construction of I 
Columbia dams in B.C. can I 
start, he said there are formid-1 
able problems, including agree-1 
ment on how much B.C. should 
get in downstream benefits, 
and lengthy engineering stud­
ies of an over-all Columbia 
development scheme in B.C.
HITS FEDERAL GOV’T 

Williston criticized the fed 
eral government for failing 
to cooperate with B.C. in 
striving to reach international 
agreement on downstream 
benefits (B.C. believes it 
should get half of the 23 bil­
lion KWH in extra power ' 
made possible in the U.S. by j 
the B.C. development).

During negotiations with 
the U.S., the lands and forests 
minister stated, it became 
evident that "our friends 

I south of the border were sure 
r we were desperate for power, 

and that in the near future we 
would have to develop the 
Columbia — agreement or no 
agreement."

For this reason, Williston 
said, the Wenner-Gren pro­
posais for large scale power 
generation on the Peace 

j placed B.C “in much stronger 
I bargaining position.”

‘world wide drift to depres- 
The government was

warned and should have been l 
I able to offer more this year | 
; than a committee probe.
; "In my riding," said Hard- 
I ing, "unemployment is more j 
serious than since the depres-11 

; sion of the ’30s.
Gordon Dowding (CCF 

1 Burnaby) said many people 
! are receiving foreclosures on 
mortgages.

Attorney-General Bonner 
said the proposal for a full- 
scale debate was unnecessary 
because the members of the 

j House were free to debate un­
employment during the formal 
debates on the throne speech 
and the budget.
MONKEY WRENCHES 

! “It’s easy enough to sit on 
our fannies,” said Leo Nim- 
sick (CCF—Cranbrook) “and 
draw our $5,000 per session,

! and ministers get $15,000 a 
year,- and say: ‘Well, it’s too

RAY WILLISTON
B.C. needs power

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR
He gave these other argu­

ments in favor of the Wenner- 
Gren project:

Need for developments to 
create jobs; decentralization 
of industry in the atomic age, 
occupation of remote areas to 
develop and protect resources 
and establish basic routes of 
communication.

To anyone who might sug­
gest that the 22 to 23 billion 
KWH potential of the Peace 
has no market, Williston. said 
no one could foresee the de­
mand for power which would 
be generated at Grand Coulee 
in Washington State, when 
the project was started in the 
depression.

“It acted as a magnet which 
attracted much of the present 
industry to the whole Pacific 
northwest region of the U.S.,"
he said.
B.C. NEEDS MAGNET

“B.C. requires an equally 
strong magnet to attract 
people and industry to the vast 
unsettled regions of this prov­
ince, so that the rich natural 
resources may be utilized."

The Peace development 
promises to give the first 
large block of power. The Co­
lumbia gives no assurance of 
any quantity of power by 1967, 
he said.

Within one month the Wen­
ner-Gren interests will be able 
to announce they have chosen 
sites “for the detailed engineer­
ing work which would lead to 
the preparation of construc­
tion drawings."

Liberal federal government’s 
"tight money" policies.

"We said it would create a 
recession,

?ro-

_____ he said, "but the
leader of the opposition dis­
agreed. I am getting a little 
tired of his overbearing atti­
tude ... his sneers . . . al­
ways getting up and lectur­
ing the house."

SVr-



Bigger Bonus
uiycu lui c

Pensioners :
VICTORIA—the proving 

government was urged V#i
nesday to Increase the costipf- 
llving bohus paid to some Sld 
age pensioners. S

Social Credit MLA tor tipv

an increase “at an early data." 
Matthew also asked the gnv-
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'Good Year' Due, 
(But Parley

Federal-Provincial Talks Needed 
For Economic Progress, Says Bonner

I By HAL DOBNAN 
■j Sun Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA — Attorney-General Robert Bonner 
Wednesday said an early Dominion-ProVlndal confer­
ence is essential to Canada’s economic improvement.

Without it, any improve- 
gent will be accidental be- 
figktse the 10 provinces and Ot­
tawa pursue “individual, if 
not divergent” fiscal policies, 
tie told the legislature in the 
throne speech debate.

Bonner reported as minister 
of indu striai development, 
trade and commerce. His re­
port on the attorney-general’s 

j department will come later.
GOOD YEAR AHEAD

190-minute analysis of the 
fcvince’s economy, unem- 
byment problems and the re- 
psion here and in the U.S. 
lied down to this: the prov- 

_ isn’t out of the woods,
, but 1959 looks like a good 

Investment should re­
st about the 1958 level 

. . 2,000,000) ; in the petro- 
Um field it will exceed 1958. 
dost of the encouragement 
■ anticipating the “good 
»r,” he said, comes from an­

ils of what Is happening to 
: U.S. economy. 

t'The U.S. remains by far 
Hr best customer,” he said.

1 follows that, beyond correc­
te measures which we can 
bploy as a nation and as h 

dnce, we must look to the 
l health of the U.S.’ 

,ION ON WANE 
he significant factor In tlie 

1}£. Is that there are 64,000,000 
tiployed compared with 62,- 
1,000 at the worst of their 

he said.
he consensus there is that 

recession has “bottomed 
’ and this is one of the 

pst significant indications 
r own economy, he said, 

in the US. of $13 
on and in Canada of $100. 

0,000 per month “contribute 
ntlÿ to inflation, which 

i been correctly recognized 
Investors,” with the bond 

hrket at Its worst since the 
and the stock market 

S its highest point, he said.

Effects of Individual, “pos­
sibly divergent,” fiscal policies 
of the provinces and Ottawa 
could be Improved by periodic 
Dominion • provincial confer­
ences and one is now overdue, 
Bonner said.
DEFICIT MENACE

A balanced budget, pay-as- 
you-go, orderly debt retire­
ment and the rest, which we in 
B.C. have -stressed, can be

ARCHIE GIBBS 
...queries costs

OVER ESTIMATES

wiped out by one month of 
current national deficit,” he 
said.

He said B.C. had Urged such 
fiscal conference since 

November, 1967, when Preipier 
Bennett warned the Conserva­
tive federal government of the 
Impending unemployment 
problem.

The problem of agreement 
on downstream benefits on the 
Columbia is far from settled, 
Bonner claimed.

The whole principle of such 
benefits is being challenged 
by the US. la the “compara­
tively inconspicuous problem” 
of Skagit River flooding south 
of Chilliwack, he said. 
AGREEMENT FOUGHT

A lump-sum payment agree­
ment by the coalition govern­
ment, Involving benefits 
Seattle got from flooding t.000 
Canadian acres from Skagit 
River dams on the American 
side, has been fought by B.C. 
before the International Joint 
Committee, he said.

The Socred government has 
agreed to ah interim gS.OOO-per- 
year payment by Seattle, but 
IJC has been asked to make 
B.C. accept the 1942 agree­
ment, a flat $250,000 payment, 
he said.

Bonner asked for, and re­
ceived, opposition support for 
B-C’s stand on the Skagit dis­
pute.

Probe of 
PGE, Bridge 
Costs Askedl

VICTORIA —Oak Bay Lib-1 
eral MLA Archie Gibbs wants | 
Pacific Great Eastern construc­
tion costs investigated.

He charges large over-ex­
penditures on the northern and 
southern extensions of the 
government-owned railway and 
in new toll bridges.

He said the public accounts 
committee of the legislature 
should be given authority by 
the House to investigate ex­
penditures “on all these pro­
jects, to call witnesses and to 
obtain Such papers and things 
necessary to ascertain the 
reasons for this excess expen­
diture over estimates."
PLANS MOTION 

The MLA gave notice 
he will ask the House to ] 
a resolution to that effect 

In his motion he charges! 
that coats of northern and I 
southern extensions of the gov­
ernment-owned PGE 
to be in excess of $82,1 
while the government origi­
nally estimated the cost at 9 
$45,000,000.

Thia is an over-expenditure | 
of 88 per cent, he said.
CITES BLUE BOOK 

The original estimate was 
contained in a blue book en­
titled “Report on Extensions 
of the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway,” tabled in the House 
in 1954 by Premier Bennett.

The toll highways and 
bridges authority, said Gibbs, 
has over-spent by 40 #er cent 

i projects it has undertaken. 
Gibbs did not give figures of 

original estimates and final 
expenditures of the toll au- 
.thority.

\ SERUM COST 

*350J000
VICTORIA — The provin­

cial government has spent 
$360,000 on apti-polio vac­
cine since 1955.

Health and Welfare Minis­
ter Eric Martin said today 
there were only 13 polio. 
cases in B.C. last year.

\ SURETY

MLA Asks 
Car Dealers 
Be Bonded

By ALEX YOUNG 
Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — Vancouver 
Centre MLA Alex Matthew 
Wednesday asked the provin­
cial government to take action 
to “keep a lot ol crooked 
dealers" out ol the used car 
business.

“It is time the province j 
raised the used car industry [ 
out ol the gutter,” he said. f

He suggested in the ieglsla-1 
turê that the government! 
should "make them put up a| 
surety bond.”

“It would keep a lot oil 
crooked dealers out ol business I 
and put the business on a I 
much higher level,” he said. | 
"It has been done in Alberta.”

Matthew later said he | 
thought he had Attorney- 
General Robert Bonnei 
“pretty well convinced" that 
legislation .should be brought | 
In.

He said the Alberta govern­
ment surety bond was $10,- 
000.

Matthew’s action was 
backed by J. L. Cunard, sec­
retary-manager ol the Auto­
motive Retailers' Asaoclation 
ol B.G.

(The Vancouver Sun in a 
series of articles by reporter 
Jack Cahill last October re­
ported a flourishing used car 
racket in Vancouver.)

ML^Toud^l 
$600 Million 
Wengren Plan

VICTORIA—A Peace River 
MLA told the Legislature Wed­
nesday that he expected Wen- 
nerGren interests Jo invest 
"up to $600,000,000” in its pro­
posed northeastern B.C. pro­
jects.

“With that kind ol invest­
ment," asked Stan Camell 
(SC—Peace River South), who 
can fail to appreciate what it 
will do for employment?

Camell saw some tourist 
attractions in the Wenner-Gren 
proposal to dam the Peace 
River near Dawson Creek, Car- 
roll's home town.

“We would have a wonder­
ful triangle tourist route from 
Dawson Creek, Fort St John 
and Hudson's Hope,” Camell 
said, "if the highways depart­
ment would only complete the 
10-mile gap in the route.”

~ ‘ 'e in northern B.C. have 
against development

I Columbia River, said the 
MLA, but they are “pretty 
solid” on Peace power plans.

"We're on the move,” he 
said, and nobody is going to 
stop us.’ •
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MLA Asks 
Car Dealers 
Be Bonded

By ALEX YOUNG 
Sun Staff Reporter 

VICTORIA — Vancouver | 
Centre MLA Alex Matthew ! 
Wednesday asked the provin-1 
cial government to take action I 
to “keep a lot of crooked I 
dealers’’ out of the used car| 
business.

“It is time the province I 
raised the used car industry | 
out of the gutter,” he said.

He suggested In the leglsla-1 
ture that the government) 
should "make them put up a| 
surety bond.”

“It would keep a lot of I 
crooked dealers out of business I 
and put the business on a I 
much higher level,” he said. [ 
"It has been done in Alberta.”

Matthew later said he I 
thought he had Attorney- [ 
General Robert Bonnet 
“pretty well convinced” that j 
legislation should be brought 
jn.

He said the Alberta govern­
ment surety bond was $10,- 
000.

Matthew's action was fl 
backed by J. L. Cunard, sec- j 
retary-manager of the Auto-1 
motive Retailers’ Association J 
of B.C.

(The Vancouver Sun in a I 
series of articles by reporter! 
Jack Cahill last October re-1 
ported a flourishing used car g 
racket in Vancouver.)

MLA Lauds 
$600 Million 

|Wengren Plan
VICTORIA—A Peace River 

I MLA told the Legislature Wed- 
I nesday that he expected Wen- 
| ner-Gren interests Jo invest 

"up to $600,000,000” In its pro- 
I posed northeastern B.C. pro- 
! Jects.
I “With that kind of invest- 
I ment," asked Stan Camell 
I (SC—Peace River South), who 
lean fall to appreciate what it 
I will do for employment?
I Camell saw some tourist 
■attractions in the Wenner-Gren 
■proposal to dam the Peace 
[River near Dawson Creek, Car- 
|nell's home town.

“We would have a wonder- 
Iful triangle tourist route from 
I Dawson Creek, Fort St John 
land Hudson’s Hope," Camell 
[said, “If the highways depart­
ment would only complete the 
110-mile gap in the route."
| People in northern B.C. have 
I nothing against development 
[of the Columbia River, said the 
| MLA, but they are “pretty 
[solid” on Peace power plans.
| “We’re on the move,” he 
[said, and nobody Is going to 
| stop us.’

MLA's Told to Boost'Tone'; 
Adjectives Unparliamentary

By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA — Speaker 

Hugh Shantz the Social 
Credit MLA for Month Ok­
anagan,' is out to improve 
the tone of the legislature.

He didn’t say so, but he 
evidently thinks that some­
times it’s very low.

Wednesday he warned 
MLAs that he doesn’t like 
some of the adjectives they 
use when they’re talking 
about their political oppon­
ents.

Too often, said Mr. 
Speaker, with dignity and 
severity, some of the adjec­
tives are not parliamentary, 
and he’s just not going to 
let MLAs get away with 
such adjectives any longer.

Last year Mr. Speaker 
ruled that an Hon. MLA 
may not refer to another 
Hon. MLA’s opinions as 
garbage.

And, while he was in a 
lecturing nibod, Mr. Speaker 
said MLAs are not staying 
with the subject under dis­
cussion, but are roaming all 
over the place.

After this, said Mr. Speak­
er, they’re not going to get 
away with it.

* * *
What Mr. Speaker means, 

but is too parliamentary to 
say, is that too many of your 
MLAs are too windy.

And Mr. Speaker

might move to stop the 
reading of speeches.

There’s nothing so boring, 
and falls so flat, as a speech 
that’s read.

And this includes long 
reports from cabinet mini­
sters, most of which are a 
waste of time because no­
body listens.

★ ★ ★
Attorney-General Bonner,

rising to speak, said Mr. 
Speaker’s ruling about un­
parliamentary adjectives had 
caused him to toss out three 
pages of his speech.

. And, indeed, Bonner was 
more polite than he iritended 
to be.

He was going to say that 
Opposition leader Robert

m

Strachari, when he speaks, 
emphasizes not only ignor­
ance, but what is worse—an 
indifference towards discov­
ering the real facts.

★ ★ ★
However, the tone won’t 

long stay high.
Mr. Speaker will have lo 

keep his ears constantly 
wide open, and he’ll have to 
be tough if he’s to keep it 
high.

However, Mr. Speaker, 
don’t keep the tone too high; 
it’ll be awfully dull in the 
legislature if you do.

~

m
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8 Standing Committees in 
House-One, Labor Has Job

[Gibbs Asks 
Provincial 
Bill of Rights

| VICTORIA —Okk Bay Lib-1 
I era! MLA Archie Glbba served | 
I notice to the Legislature hej 
j will ask a provincial bill of I 

rights. I
Gibbs said the federal legts-1 

I lation, still to be approved ln| 
| Parliament, “would appear to | 
1 require parallel legislation | 
I with the provinces, to be fully [ 
I effective." |

His motion asks the provin-[ 
government to “seek a I 

ral-provincial conference I 
1 for the discussion of such con- j 

Ututional amendments as may | 
■ necessary to give full effect j 
i a Canadian bill of rights.”]

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Eight select 

standing committees of the 
B.C. Legislature have been ap­
pointed but only one—labor— 
has been given any assign­
ments so far.

The labor committee of 14 
members will Inquire into the 
problem of unemployment 
that in recent months has ap­
peared “to exceed totals nor­
mally associated with seasonal 
factors.”

The committee was appoint­
ed after Tuesday’s bitter 
wrangle in the Legislature 
between the opposition and 
government.

The opposition wanted a 
full-scale house debate on the 
problem, but the government 
won out in Its insistence to 
place the question before a 
house committee.

Here is a list of the com­
mittees appointed:

IABOB: William Murray ISC, 
Prince Rupert), convener; DonaM 
Brothers (SC. Rossland-Trall); 
Herb Bruch (SC, Esquimau); Dan 
Campbell (SC, Comoxj ; George 
Massey (SC Delta); Bert Price

SVancouver-Burrard ) ; Don 
lnson (SC, uflooet); Hugh 
nf (SC Skeen»); Fred Sharp 
ancouver East; Labor Min-

FC .la); Tom

Dowdlng (CCF, ,Burnaby); Rae 
Eddie; Arthur Tamer (CCF, Van­
couver East): Gregory: Mel Bryan 
(Ind., North Vancouver).

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND 
PRINTING: Irvine Corbett (SC 
Yale); Arvki Lundell (SC, Revel- 
stoke): Matthew; Franch Richter 
(SC Simllkameen) ; Shlrreff: Don 
Smith (SC Victoria): William 
Speare (SC Cariboo); Public 
works Minister W. N. Chant; 
Health Minister Eric Martin; gan 
Harding (CCF. Kaslo-Slocan); Leo

Nlmslck (CCF, Cranbrook): Archie 
Gibbs (Lib., Oak Bay); and Uphill.

MINING AND RAILWAYS: Tom 
Bate; Wm. Asselstlne (SC. Atlln); 
Brothers; Stan Camell (SC. Peace 
River South); Lundell; J. A. Reid 
(SC, Salmon Arm); Hal Roche 
(SC, Peace River North) ; Shel- 
fordT COx; Nlmslck; Mrs. Lois 
Haggen (CCF, Grand Forks-Green- 
wood); Glbba and Uphill.

V &'• • -4.V •”v;iV’.vt

mÊmm

); Gibbs and Upl 
AGRICULTURE: Richter. Car­

nell, Gibson, Massey. Orr Newton 
(SC, Columbia): Red l, Roche, 
Shelford Shlrreff. John Tlsdalle 
(SC, Saanich); Agriculture Minis­
ter Newton Steacy: Recreation 
and Conservation Minister Earle 
Westwood; Mrs. Haegen, Opposl- 
GregorydCr Robert Strachan, and
„ MUNICIPAL MATTERS: Bruch. 
Camell. Gibson. Murray.. Newton. 
Price, Reid, Richter. Smlther, Tit- 
dalle, Mrs. Brown, Eddie, Nlmslck, 
Squire, Turner, Gibbs, Uphill and 
Bryan.
„ FORESTRY AND FISHERIES: 
Speare, Bate, Corbett. Carnell, 
Massey, Murray. Newton, Robin­
son, Mines Minister Kenneth Kler- 
nan, Lands and Forest Minister 
Ray Wllllston, Tony Gargrave 

CCF,. Mackenzie); Squire, Greg-

I® A < ■* ■ * . ..:

tijf Ml

t vvr, jviauneii^ie; , oquiri
ory, Bryan and Strachan.

SOCIAL WELFARE AND EDU­
CATION: Price. Bruch, Campbell, 
Smith. Speare. Tlsdalle. Mrs. 
Brown. Martin. Education Minister 
Les Peterson. Dowdlng, Gargrave. 
Harding, Mrs. Haggen, Gibbs and

WM

Ulrc (CCF, 
prj-

f Alex Matthew 
. centre) ; , Tom \ ver Potot <

WÈm

■ lip
WÊÊmm

B.C. JOBLESS PROBE 
TO OPEN NEXT WEEK

VICTORIA—The B.C. legislature labor com­
mittee will open its investigation of unemployment 
next week, probably on Wednesday.

» This was announced today by William Murray, 
Social Credit MLA for Prince Rupert. He was 
elected chairman at the committee's first meeting 
this morning.

Murray said the committee will meet again 
Friday to decide who to call as witnesses. Five 
days’ notice must be given witnesses, he said, thus 
the actual probe likely won’t get started until next
Wednesday. ..

Oftf-V;’.'.-,’
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Compensation 
Appeals Advocated

Alberni MLA Asks Independent 
Board to Hear Workmen's Pleas

By ALEX YOUNG 
Sun St*ff Reporter

VICTORIA—An independent board to hear appeals I 
against decisions of the Wokmen’s Compensation Board | 
was advocated in the Legislature Wednesday by John | 
Squire (CCF-Alberni).

He said there is a "mush­
rooming” problem in B.C. be­
cause there is no “proper 
means for appeal” against 
WCB rejection of claims.

"The final court of appeal is 
the workmen's compensation 
board itself,” Squire told the 
house. “They are asked to 
make decisions on things they 
already have decided upon.

“The government is derelict 
In its duty if it lets this sort 
of thing go on.”

Squire said there is "more 
heartbreak and social problems 
being created by this question 
than on any other single is­
sue.”

Dealing with a problem of 
| his constituency, Squire called 

on the government to force 
MacMillan and Bloedel, giant 
B.C. timber firm, to pay full 
school taxes on its property in 

| the Alberni Valley.
The Alberni school district 

would lose thousands of dollars 
in revenue unless the govern­
ment acted, he said.

Squire explained that in 
1946 the company was granted 
an assessment fixed at $800,- 
000. This was approved by the 
legislature.

The school tax can be levied 
on this amount only, despite 
the fact that the firm’s prop- 
erty has increased in value to 
some $31,000,000, ,

He said there was a “deep 
moral responsibility" resting 
on the company “despite the 
fine legal points involved.”

'GE Freight Rate 
leasts Defended

Sun Stuff Reporter "
VICTORIA — Recent PGE freight "fate increases 

ire defended in the legislature Wednesday by Attf
y-General Rpbert Bonner.__________ -

JjHe said they were not only
l business but “95 per cent

Ïond the control" of the 
vincially-owned railway, 
hey will bring the PGE 
0,000 to $300,000 extra rev- 

! In 1959, he added.
I like was replying to criticism 
I Siler by Opposition leader 
Ibert Strachan, that the 

j KE’s 17 per cent freight rate 
frease was inconsistent with 
Be .province’s opposition to 
fc same increase on national

I *J8T STAY IN BLACK 
I SJ’Both the PGE and the gov- 
, aliment would be criticized if 

by failed to maintain the

I «way's operation in the 
Bek,” Bonner said. “Similar- 

j (they) would be criticized 
[ they breached their long- 
he policy of paying national

for train-brotherhood rates 
men.

"PGE wage rates, are those 
of the national lines and for 
.the most part, the PGE Is a 
feeder line either to Canadian 
or American Unes," he said.

Estimated cost of the PGE 
In 1959 is $500,000, Premier 
Bennett interjected.
POOR ALTERNATIVE

Bonner said the PGE could 
keep its freight rates lower 
than national lines, but the 
only effect would be to give 
the provincial line a smaller 
share, of "through .rate 
charges.”

The alternative would be 
"combination rates” \frhich, he 
said, “would Invariably be 
higher than a through rate."

"I don’t think this result Is 
wanted by shippers, govern­
ment or opposition," he add»'
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brotherhood rate» for train­
men.

"PGE wage rates, are those | 
of the national lines and for j 
.the most part, the PGE Is a j 
feeder line either to Canadian | 

for American lines," he said.
Estimated cost of the PGE I 

In 1959 is $500,000, Premier j 
Bennett interjected.
POOR ALTERNATIVE

Bonner said the PGE could 
keep its freight rates lower 
than national lines, but the 
only effect would be to give 
the provincial line a smaller 
share, of "through .rate 
charges."

The alternative would be 
"combination rates” *hich, he 
said, “would Invariably be 
higher than a through rate.”

“I don’t think this result is 
wanted by shippers, govern­
ment or opposition,” he ad'

Is 59 Mortgage-Burning
---------- ——

By HAL DORNAN 
Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—Will Premier 
Bennett be able to keep his 
promise of declaring B.C. 
debt-free in August?

It didn’t appear so Thurs­
day when one of his cabinet 
ministers, a member of the 
treasury board, casually told 
the legislature “1960 will 
see an end to the province's 
net debt.”

The statement was made 
by Labor Minister Lyle 
Wicks in the throne speech 
debate.

It was in direct conflict 
with the premier's repeated 
promise of a monster mort­
gage-burning ceremony in 
August, marking completion 
of seven years of Social 
Credit government in B.C.

The premier’s original 
debt-free deadline was for 
1961 but in the past few 
years he has advanced it 
first to 1960 and then to 
this year.

In Ottawa, Bennett was 
asked whether his statement 
still stands.

“Everything the premier
■illlli BgMUBimi

Bill Would Repeal 
Shaughnessy Act

A private bill td abolish the controversial Shaugh- 
sy Heights Building Restriction Apt of 1922 was 

^introduced in the legislature Wednesday.
Repeal of the act would 

place the Shaughnessy area 
under zoning control of Van­
couver city council. The act 
was passed to protect the area 
from encroachment of room­
ing houses and commercial de­
velopment.

Council will decide at a pub­
lic hearing Feb. 9 whether it 
Will pass a special bylaw to 
continue this protection in 
First Shaughnessy, Sixteenth 
to Twenty-fifth.

The bill, introduced by Tom
Bate (SC-Vancouver Point 
Grey) was one of two private 
bills affecting the city.

-v-S' The other, introduced by
Bert Price (SC-Vancouver Bur-
rard), covers a number of 
amendments to the city 
charter.

They include provision to
permit British subjects to vote
in Vancouver civic elections.
At present only Canadian citi­

m zens are eligible.

says still stands," he replied. 
“If it is paid off in August, 
it will be paid off in 1960, 
won't it?”

But what the labor minis­
ter said appeared to confirm 
political speculation, that the 
premier can't — for various 
reasons — keep his August 
promise.

(This speculation is en­
tirely apart from dispute 
over whether the debt-free 
claim would be valid, no 
matter when the proclama­
tion goes out.)

One reason for postpone-
îent might be the action 

taken by former B.C. power 
commission manager H. Lee 
Iriggs.

Whÿt are the others?
M Opposition politicians think 
jthe recession, dropping reve 

'jnues threw the big monkey- 
v wrench into Bennett's plans, 
jj | They can’t see how he 
| could possibly, this year*
: continue putting much- 

needed revenue into supple­
mentary — unnecessary — 
debt retirement.

The Briggs issue put a 
technical road block in the 
premier's way.

Despite the premier's de­
nials, evidence befdre the 
Shrum royal commission 
has linked the government's 
request for B.C. power com­
mission refinancing directly 
to debt-retirement claims.

Briggs and power commis­
sioner H. H. Griffin refused

. __

to go along with the request 
to refinance $26,000,000 ad­
vances to the power com­
mission from the govern­
ment. They said the scheme 
would increase commission 
interest costs by more than 
$200,000 per year.

Because of their refusal 
and the big blow-up it cre­
ated, the commission debt 
still hasn't been refinanced.

Unless it is by March 31, HgMBkMgm* 
end of the current fiscal 
year, the province's public 
accounts next year will still 
show the $26,000,000 com- flHgi 
mission obligation as pro- 
vincial debt.

That would make the debt- 
free proclamation tenuous y 
at best.,

If Premier Bennett has, in 
fact, abandoned his August 
goal, it's likely he will put 
the blame on Ottawa rather 
than either the power com­
mission or short money.

'

I FRASER SEEN 
12ND THAMES

VICTORIA — A giant 
dock and wharfing area on 
the Fraser River compar­
able to that on London's 
busy Thames was envisaged 
in the Legislature Thurs­
day.

Labor Minister Lyle Wicks, 
pointing out the Frastr 
basin covers 90,000 square 
miles, said: “There is no 
reason why the banks ol tjie 
Fraser could not become a 
second Port ol London, with 
docks and wharl facilities 
as far inland as Mission 
City.

“One of the world’s great­
est ports is situated on the 
Thames, a much smaller 
rives." -

Howe Sound 
Land Sold for 
$95 an Acre

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — A Vancouver! 

firm headed by Derek M. Gung 
dèrson has purchased almost | 
100 acres ol Crown land ad- £

; jacent to the Pacific Great : 
Eastern Railway near Horse- Ï, 
shoe Bay for $95 per acre, a 
reply tabled in the legislature f 

| shows..
The firm, Centennial Hold- 

ings Ltd., paid $9,500 for 99.7 
acres, Lands and Forests Min­
ister Ray Willlston reported.

Gunderson is the son of 
Elnar Gunderson. PGE execu­
tive vice-president and a di­
rector of the toll authority.

The question about the deal 
was asked by Oak Bay Liberal 
MLA P. A. Gibbs.

With Gunderson in Centen­
nial Holdings, according to 
company office records here, 
are Richard E. W. Fairletgh, 
1315 Broughton, Vancptwer: 
George F. Caldough. 1026 
Eyremount, West Vancouver; 
Patrick D. Ryan, U50 West 
Georgia, Vancouver, and Her­
bert G. Stevenson, Prince 
George.

Socreds 
Woo CCF'sl 
Harding

VICTORIA — Ran Harding,

I
CCF member of the legislature, 
for Kaslo-Slocan, is finding 
himself the object of growing 
iffection from the Social 
jCredit ranks of the legislature.

Tuesday night, during the 
legislature's lone and heated 
debate over unemployment, he 
-vas praised by Premier Ben-

I
 nett, Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner and other Socreds as 
the only CCFer who spoke 
rationally on the subject.
He was told he would be

I
 welcome to join Socred ranks 
at any time.
He indicated with a smile 
|that he wasn't interested.

On Thursday Social Credit

I
 MLA Don Smith, of Victoria, 
told Harding he was “head and 
shoulders above the rest of the 

opposition.
“They should follow his ex-

I ample and make a more 
stately and effective opposi­

tion,” said Smith.
Again, Harding laughed at

[the Socreds and shook his 
head to signify he was.still 
with the opposition.
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? Adjectives, Yes;
| Hang the Details

By JAMES K. NESBITT
5 VICTORIA—Has debate in our Legislature sunk
to an all-time low? ------- —_ . should have more money,

Sh?f u15 now that Vancouver alder- 
-worried about this He has men have voted themselves 
slectured.MLAs on their un- $3 600 a year 
parliamentary adjectives. MLAs receive $5,000 from
I Certainly, so far this ses- the publlc purse and they're 
-^ion, debate hasn’t been convinced they work harder,
high. Perhaps never before are more important and have

, have so many of your MLAs more prestige than Vancou- 
^Wasted so much time on Ver aldermen, 
platitudes and nonsense and However, Premier Bennett 
long-winded nothings. won’t allow any more for

If they shortened their your MLAs this session or 
speeches, like Fernie’S Tom next.
Uphill, they’d be far more It's not that our elected ' 
effective. representatives get too much

. * * * in the way of pay. It’s that
But, as to those adjec- there are so many of them, 

fives Mr. Speaker was talk- As one looks down on your 
; ing about. legislature, one keeps won-

Opposition Leader Robert dering Why it’s necessary 
Strachan, for instance,, for us to have 52 MLAs,

| called Social Credit the * *' * ’
ithest, slickest and most Chant is proud of the new

, ___ rupulous political ma- government house, the exact
chine in the history of this cost of which nobody yet 

■ province. This is intriguing, knows—probably $2,000,000,
■but why didn't Strachan which is going to make a 
give us some details? lot of people mad.

Why does Strachan, if he I4eut.Gov. Frank Ross 
knows, keep them to him- has told MLAs they're go- 

"telf? ing to be invited to a party
Public Works Minister S. there before anybody else, 

N. F. Chant, instead of get- probably in April, 
ting right down to talking Chant’s department re- 

. about his department, fell ports: “The new structure 
•all over himself dabbling in consists of a four-storied re- 
ipolitlcs. lnforced concrete structure,

He called the CCF a clad with granite and Had- 
■ motor with a distorted dington Island stone on the 

I manifesto crankshaft, whiçfi north face, and stucco, with 
[ ■jtmust be said, was pretty cedar siding in lull panels 

eavy going, and had little on the less conspicuous ex- 
D do with public worjis. terior lacés.

* * * “A feature of the new de-
Chant, not easily dlseour- sign will be a nine-by-nine 

pged, went on about Liberal panel which houses the pro- 
a n d Conservative motors, vincial crest, located on the 
and Strachan called out: exterior face of the south 
“Tell us who greased the wall of the ballroom, and 
wheels,” a rhetorical ques- which will be illuminated at 
tion meant to intimate So- night by floodlights.’’ 
cial Credit had lots of 
money to throw around in 
the recent Rossland • Trail 
byelection.

Ah, campaign funds. The 
tantalizing smell of them.
But nobody can ever prove 
anything. v ■

Therefore, why talk about 
them.

Labor Minister Lyle Wicks 
' dabbled in politics, too.

He said the Socred win in 
Rossland-Trail proved be- 
rond a doubt that Social 
2redlt is really popular in

I',CCF Tony Gargrave of 
I ’Mackenzie said: “I wouldn’t 

ount on that” and CCF 
lordon Dowding of Bur- 

iTnaby wanted to know how 
I much the Socred vote drop- 
Iped in Rossland-Trall com- 
■‘pared to the last election.

Wicks’ only answer: The 
CCF wasn’t doing so well, 
either.

* * *
Some MLAs

Labor Peace Up To] 
Unions, Employers

Compulsion Out, Advisory Council 
Being Studied, Wicks Indicates

By HAL DORNAN 
Sun staff reporter

VICTORIA—Labor Minister Lyle Wicks Thursday 
told the Legislature a prerequisite to industrial peace in 
B.C. is for management and labor both to re-examine 
their “positions and attitudes."

In his first major address of
the session, Wicks gave no 
hint of any major change in 
B.C. labor legislation.

What he said in effect was 
that new legislation isn’t the 
answer to, the labor-manage­
ment strife that rocked the 
province last year.
NO COMPULSION

Apart from that, he indi­
cated two things:
Compulsory arbitration won’t 

be introduced.
Appointment of a Minister 

of Labor's Advisory Council, 
modelled on boards in Britain 
and' Australia, is being con­
sidered.

Even that appointment, he 
hinted, will depend on a change 
in “attitudes” in B.C.’s labor 
management relations.
SIX NOMINEES 

The council would include 
three nominees from labor and 
three from business, would 
meet quarterly “to study mat­
ters of public interest and con­
cern in the field of labor-man­
agement relations.”

He listed unemployment, em­
ployment trends, economic con­
ditions, productivity, automa­
tion, labor relations, hours of 
work, as topics.

He said later such a council 
would In no way supplant the 
Labor Relations Board.

| HAS MERIT, BUT , . .
“Such an advisory body 

[ seems to me to have consider­
able merit — but the experi- 

I ence in this province with ad- 
I visory councils or boards has 
| not always been a happy one.

“Many have been used as 
I political sounding boards and 
I thereforê have not fulfilled 
I the purpose for which they 

were set up. That is not the 
I case in Australia.

“Whether it is possible now 
I or at some time In the future 
I to constitute a council pattern-1 
I ed on Australia’s. I don’t know. 1 
I It may be that there the per- j 

ons selected are of such high 1 
I calibre and so dedicated that I 
I they put their country or state I 
I first—not politics.”

He said he believes such ]

people can be found' in B.C. 
and invited them to come for­
ward.

“Will the reply be a whis­
per or a shout,” he asked.

In the corridor, asked if 
he was “flying another kite," 
Wicks replied, "Yes, but I 
think this is a pretty good 
one.”
DEFENDS RECORD

Earlier, in defending the B.C. I 
strike and lockout record, he j 
said there were fewer work­
stopping disputes under his ! 
department’s jurisdiction dur­
ing J958 than the previous jj 
year, 29 compared with 35.

He said again that no free | 
country has solved labor-man­
agement problems completely, I 
whether they use labor courts, 
compulsory arbitration or I 
other systems, and that B.C.’s 
record is no worse than the | 
rest of Canada’s.

Both sides have submitted | 
briefs on what legislative ac­
tion they consider necessary, j 
he said.
MERIT ON BOTH SIDES

Management groups had pre­
sented logical arguments fav­
oring compulsory arbitration, 
but labor had countered with 
equally logical arguments 
against

“If we have reached the 
stage in our development when 
we are all prepared to put first 
things first, put principles 
above party, but principles and j 
policies first, the advisory 
council might now prove bene­
ficial to the people of B.C.” 
Wicks said.

“If we can do that, I believe 
this problem of labor-manage­
ment relations can be licked.”



Bond Costs3Qce Up To
Could be Job

Employers Aid-Wicks
I*** THE VANCOUVER SUN: Fri., Jan. 30, 1959

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — The federal 

government missed a chance 
to solve unemployment in 
Canada, B.C. provincial Labor 
Minister Lyle Wicks claimed 
Thursday.

Criticizing the federal gov­
ernment's reconversion bond 
issue, Wicks said in the legis­
lature the-extra interest and 

charges of the

)ut, Advisory Council 
, Wicks Indicates

IAL DORNAN 
staff reporter

r Minister Lyle Wicks Thursday 
rerequisite to industrial peace in 
it and labor both to re-examine 
tudes."
ss of - ---------

carrying 
scheme could have been used 
to help unemployment.

“I estimate this amount to 
be $90,000,000," he said.

"It could have easily been 
used to solve unemployment 
problems."

In its winter employment 
scheme, he said, Ottawa cre­
ated $41,500,000 worth of pro­
jects by contributing less than 
$6,000,000 to labor costs. That 
amount created jobs for 7,500 
men.

"The $90,000,000 on the 
same basis would have created 
112,500 jobs, and with second­
ary effects would have prac­
tically solved the unemploy­
ment problem in Canada," he

He called the reconversion 
issue “the most Inflationary 
force Canada has been sub­
jected to in years." 

j "The additional unwarrant- 
] ed cost to taxpayers is so high 
J it can’t be calculated," he said.

legislature in the Throne 
Speech debate, Thursday, new 
roads are going into the land 
where gold-seeders trekked 60 
and more years ago, new 
schools and hospitals are go­
ing up and new industries 
are moving in.

The old, abandoned town of 
Barkerville, once the centre of 
the CaribcK) gold seekers, was 
already attracting tourists, 
and Cariboo people were 
thankful for government plans 
to make it a historic site. 

DOESN’T END THEBE
But, warned the 43-year-old 

! member who operates a dude 
ranch and makes Quesnel his 
home, the government’s job 
didn’t end with "primary" de- 

I velopment of the Cariboo.

There would be "secondary" 
problems and the govern­
ment should give them serious 
consideration.

The country was threaded 
by great rivers that needed! 
good bridges.

He mentioned particularly a 
bridge across the Fraser to 
serve the Chilcotin country 
and possible replacement of a 
suspension bridge across the 
Quesnel River near the town 
of the same name.

CUT OFF NORTH
If this bridge went out it 

could cut off the country to 
to the north.

The Cariboo member said 
many old bridges were giving 
out under the weight and 
volume of new traffic.

The government, he sug 
gested, might also take note 
of the fact that while forest 
stands were great in most 
areas of B.C., the Cariboo was 
suffering from over-cutting of 
trees.

In some sections there was 
only enough timber left for] 
the next ten years.

VICTORIA (CP) — A 
Complete economic study of 
British Columbia’s cattle 
ranching industry will be 
undertaken this spring, as 
Agriculture Minister Steacy 
announced Thursday.

He said that the study 
will be conducted as early 
as weather permits by the 
B.C. staff of the federal 
department of agriculture’s 
economics division under 
the direction of E. D. Wood­
ward of Vancouver. Last 
study was made almost 20 
years ago.
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B.C. Nimrod 
Nailed Roast 
Of Jaloppy

>uncll 
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I VICTORIA—A B.C. hunter 
I once shot his car three times 
I In the belle! It was an animal, 
I J. Donald Smith (SC Vlctorla) 
I told the Legislature Thursday. 
I He said a brown blanket the 
I hunter had previously placed 
I over the hood of the car 
I caused him to make his mis­
take.

Smith told this story seri. 
ously while urging a "better 
hunting safety program* In 
B.C.

He proposed that hunters 
should have to obtain a 
"learner’s licence* and that 
licences of "idiot* hunters 
Who kill or malm others 
should be suspended for life.

"We do it with drivers,"
I said Smith. "Why can’t we do 
It with hunters?

"I would suggest," he added 
In the throne speech debate," 
that when a hunter is Involved 
in a shooting accident his 
right to carry a firearm be 
suspended for life» ™

"Ibis, If nothing else, wspld 
serve as an example, to 
others.’’
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SATURDAY, JAN. 31, 1959Long-Term Student Loans
Promised UBC by Pete

I Continued From Page 1
"I have endeavored to dis­

cuss as fully as rules and tradl-1 
tions permit, all the important 

- announcements in the speech 
from the throne that come1I I under my jurisdiction.”

Asked later why, in view of 
that statement, he hadn't men­
tioned public school grants, he 
said it was an oversight and he 

education

New Loan Scheme 
For UBC Students

■y HAL IX1RNA.N 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—Increased Uni­
versity of British Columbia 
grants and "a completely new

scheme of financial assistance 
to students’" were promised in 
the legislature Friday by Edu­
cation Minister L. R. Peterson. 

Principle of the scheme willI would deal 
finance in the budget debate.

It appeared, however, that 
the increased school grants 
hinted in the throne speech 
will be the result of normal 
Increases in school enrollment, 
and not the result of a new 
deal for schools districts, as 
urged by the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities and other 
groups.
HIGHLIGHTS OF SPEECH 

Highlights of Peterson's 90- 
i minute report:

University assistance 
When details of the in- 

Creased university grants and 
the "completely new scheme" 
of student assistance are re­
vealed, the government ex­
pect» they will receive “the 
same generous public ap-

that “no one with the neces-

Isary ability should be denied 
university education because 
of lack of funds," he said.

"I have tried to evolve a 
plan that will bring us closer 
to that goal, a goal that hasn’t 
been reached by any province 
in Canada.
PLAN “FORMULATED*

"We have formulated such 
a plan and I am confident it 
will be endorsed by every 
member of this House.”

Details will be revealed" dur­
ing the budget debate, he said.

It Is expected the scheme 
will combine scholarships and 
bursaries with long-term, low-
*■“----- " is to students

Uc records meet 
testions.

Speaking In the throne 
speech debate, Peterson 
stressed three impending edu- ■ 
cation Improvements In gov­
ernment legislation.
MUM ON GRANTS 

They were university assist- . 
snee; “a major step forward*
In educating mentally retarded jj 
children, and a survey to de- £ 
termine B-G's needs In the N
field of schools for advanced

- - - -

pro val* already given plans to 
extend education assistance 
tor mentally retarded children, 
Peterson said.
, But be pointed out uni­
versity grants under Social 
Credit have more than doubled 
in seven years, rising from 
*1,900,000 in 1951-52 to $4,334,- 
000 In 1956-59.

. Compared with provincial 
«Wits of $149 per UBC stu­
dent 10 years ago, the provin­
cial government now pays $460 
per student And where 10 
■years ago, student fees pro­
vided 60 per cent of the uni­
versity budget today federal 
and provincial grants com­
bined provide 70 per cent
NO ONE MUST BE DENIED

“More important than the 
division of budget between 
student fees and government 
grants is the principle that no 
one with the necessary ability, 
Who wants to undertake 
University studies, should be 
denied that opportunity be­
anie of lack of funds," the

whose

•SAID YEARS AGO’
;-eThat’« what they said about 
subite school education a few 
rears ago," commented MLA 
John Squire (CCF—Albemi). 
I Peterson said the Socred 
government has increased 
Joans and bursaries by over j

7—, .— —■™— «uvanccu
technical training.

He made no mention of in­
creased public school grants or 
révision of the school-grant 
formula, though he concluded:

Please Turn to Paps Two 
See: “Long-Term”

$00 per cent, and B.G taxpay­
ers now pay, including all 
forms of assistance, more per

“I told the House a year ago
that I subscribed to that prtn-

iple and since then I have
«blest students to univer-to evolve a plan that

Would bring ua closer to that
foal, a goal that has not been
realised by any other province. 19 The problem of providing 

éducation 1er mentally-re­
tarded children of school age 
Was hot recognised in B£- 
until three years ago, Peter-1 
|on said. (At that time per l 
Capital grants were Introduced | 
for children in school 
|ted by local chapters

1 "With assistance front my 
Colleagues, particularly the 
attorney-general, we have 
formulated such a plan and 11
feel It win be heartily endorsed 
by all members of this House." 
• He added he does not sup 
$ort the view that university 
education should be absolutely 
free to the student <

of the
for Retarded Chil-

As a result, 300 to 400
Per year have *teel nuts up to $1 a ton.receivedPeterson said.

the work of
hut added he

1-1» j I

___



fURDAY, JAN. 31, 1959

feme
re...

-v

Kh|‘

»y ;

»d

■cd

v'itHS'
’ '• 1

■I •err I .f -g, \ • «!«. * I

TO RESCIND 
■EL BOUNTIES

—A change of the mining 
ire the legislature by Mines

served notice on the legislature 
■y that he will introduce a motion 

which provides for bounties on 
of pig iron and steel, 
for pig iron runs up to $3 a ton, 
H Steel runs up to $1 a ton.

mm

MLA Demands CPR 
Restore Daily Runs

Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—Restoration of 

daily service on the Canadian 
Pacific Railway’s Kettle Val­
ley line was demanded in the 
Legislature Friday by Leo 
Nimslck, CCF MLA for Cran

He said reduction of the 
service to a twice-weekly basis 
last year was done under the 
guise of bombing threats but 
was really a “deliberate at­
tempt by the CPR to get rid 
of its passenger service in the 
Kootenays.”

"Its excuse," he said, "was 
bombs on the track but that 
wasn’t the real reason. It 
seems to me that it’s just as 
dangerous to run the train 
two days a week as it is on the 
days it isn’t run."

Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner told the Legislature 
last year the service was re­
duced because of the threat of 
contact mines placed on the 
tracks by terrorists, who have 
often been suspected of being 
members of the Doukhobor 
Sons of Freedom sect.

-'W:
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United Front 
On Columbia 
Power Urged

VICTORIA — All British 
Columbia political parties 
were asked by a Social Credit 
MLA Friday to band together 
and present a united front to 
ensure that B.C. gets ade­
quate downstream benefits 
from Columbia River power 
develpoment.

J. Allen Reid (S.C., Salmon 
Arm) said the prospect of 
hydro-electric development of 
the Columbia in B.C. “offers 
the greatest possibilities for 
development of EC in the 
next 100 years.”

“We must get a proper 
deal,” said Reid. (The Cana­
dian and U.S. governments are 
currently negotiating over 
what B.C. should get as its 
share of extra power that Is 
generated in the United States 
downstream from B.C. as a 
result of the proposed B.C. de­
velopment.

Reid’s power statements 
Were in opposition to claims 
by Leo Nimslck (CCF, Cratv 
‘ ik) that the Social Credit 

iment isn’t properly 
ig development of B.C. 

power resources.
In fact, Nimslck told the 

House, the B.C. government is 
giving away power rights to 

’enner-Gren interests.

MLA Scores 
Leniency for 
Gaglardi

By Sim Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Highways 

Minister P. A. Gaglardi was 
given preferential treatment 
when his driver’s licence sus­
pension was reduced to one 1 
from three months, Leo Nim- I 
sick, CCF MLA for Cran-1 
brook, charged Friday.

"In my area," he told the 
Legislature, "if someone were 
caught for speeding three 
times they would have the 
book thrown at them.

"It would seem there are 
two laws in the land. It is 
hard to tell our young people 
to drive carefully if we aren't 
going to do it ourselves."

Nimslck also spoke against 
insurance company policies 
that “make young people up 
to 25 years of age pay almost 
double for car insurance 
rates." The majority of young 
people were good drivers, he 
said.

"Insurance companies 
shouldn’t be given the right to 
decide who is to drive and 
who can’t," Nimslck said. "You 
shouldn’t bo driving if you are 
a risk."

Peterson Attacks 
Strachan, Laing /

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—Education Minister L. R. Peterson | 

Friday levelled accusations of irresponsibility at both 
CCF leader Robert Strachan and Liberal leader Arthur f 
Laing.

1

m

He said Strachan puts his 
own political aspirations ahead 
of genuine concern with the 
province’s education problems.

He accused Laing of making 
| "irresponsible and false state­
ments" on education finance 
merely to get his name and 
picture in the paper.

Peterson made his state­
ments in the legislature.

His attack on Strachan was 
over a letter circulated to 
school boards by the opposi­
tion leader, asking for copies 
of their budgets.

Peterson said the letters had 
implied that he (Peterson) had 
refused to release the informa­
tion.

He said he had written 
j Strachan that the education 
I department considered the 
\ budgets the property of school 
8 districts.
| "IS THAT A THREAT?"
I “He is merely trying to 
| destroy the good relations bo 
I tween the department and 
£ school boards,” Peterson told 

the Legislature. “In future I 
will be content to deal with 
him at arm length.”

L "Is that a threat that you’re 
; going to continue to refuse to 
1 give me information?” asked 
h Strachan.

! "The opposition leader 
I knows his rights ... he can 
» get information in this house 
I . . .’’ the minister replied.

"Once a year?" asked 
| Strachan. "I’d suggest you be 
1 out of the house next time I

Jobless Probe 
I Will Open * 
I On Tuesday

VICTORIA —The house la- 
U her committee’s inquiry into 
■ unemployment will open Tues- 
g day with presentation of a re­

port on the severity of the 
unemployment problem by pro­
vincial welfare director J. S. 
Sadler.

At its organizational meet­
ing Friday the committee was 
told by Labor Minister Lyle 
Wicks that he would present 
an Interim report on studies 
on unemployment by the B.C 
Research Council.

Groups to be Invited to ap­
pear before the committee are: 
International Woodworkers of 
America, Prince Rupert Fish­
ermen’s Coop; ShuswapOkan- 
agan Dairymen’s Coop; Con­
solidated Mining and Smelting; 
B-C. Electric, B.G Telephone, 
Powell River Co., Aluminum 

of Canada, B.C. Peace 
ndl and MacMillan-Bloedel, 

nd B.C. Federation of Labor. 
In additiqp “all interested 

artles” are invited to make 
ubmlssiqps.

Socred 
Asks More 
City Aid

By ALEX YOUNG 
8tin Staff Reporter

VICTORIA—A Social Credit 
MLA Friday called on the pro­
vincial government to give 
Vancouver more financial aid 
and more representation in 
the legislature.

Fred Sharp ( Vancouver j 
East) told the House in the 
throne speech debate that a 
new formula was required for 
grants to the city and that 
the city, with about a third of 
the population of British Co­
lumbia., needed House repre­
sentation greater than Its 
present 17 per cent.

Additional financial assist­
ance was needed, he said, to 
meet school and road costs in 
the city.

He noted that the govern­
ment pays only some 35 per 
cent In Vancouver school oper­
ating costs, while on a prov­
ince-wide basis it pays 50 per 
cent.

"There Is a need for a re­
vised formula for sharing 
Vancouver school costs" 
Sharp told the government be 
supports.

He also said the government 
should back expansion of 1 $ 

ild I 3
speak because I’m going to ___ __
li’ll the truth about this whole j kïndérgartin" fadùtiçs" should 

establish in the city a school 
for retarded children, place all

tv

affair.
Peterson then turned his at­

tack on Liberal leader Laing, 
over statements he made about 
the Richmond school district.
HAD TO BORROW

That school board had to 
borrow from the bank recent 
ly because the government 
hadn’t sold Richmond's 1958- 
'57 school bonds (guaranteed 
by the government),' Laing 
said.

Peterson read excerpts from 
a Richmond ?tchool board let­
ter which said, in part, "the 
board views with distaste the 
interjection of its affairs into 
the political arena and disas­
sociates itself, without quali­
fication, iront the reported 
statements mg de by Mr. 
Laing."

vocational schools under 
jurisdiction, including Van­
couver’s, and approve replace­
ment of the old Moberly 
school annex at .Fraser and 
Marine Drive.

Redistribution of legislature 
seats was needed to "give full-] 
est democratic representation 
according to population,” Mr. 
Sharp declared.

n ■■■■ —

ROYAL 1SNUB' 
IRKS MLA

■an Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Royal visit 

planners have been slighting 
the people of .the Kootenays, 
Leo Nimslck (CCF-Cran- 
brookl told the legislature 
Friday.

He said he had been dis­
pleased that the itinerary of 
Princess Margaret’s visit 
last summer ignored the 
Kootenays and now was un- 
hàppy that the area was 
passed over in the Itinerary 
for this summer's scheduled 
visit of Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip.
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CAPITAL COLUMN
m CCFers Deplore 

'Bad Manners' ,*■
By JAMES K. NESBITT

VICTORIA — Social Credit cabinet ministers, 
according to CCFers, don’t know anything about good 
manners. ----------------------------------

Opposition leader Strarhan 
considers it very rude of the 
premier not to have invited 
him On the PGE inaugural 
to thé Peace River country 
last Autumn.

Stràchan complains bitter­
ly because the premier 
wouldn't see him at all last 
year. He's annoyed, too, be­
cause, he says, cabinet mini­
sters, including the premier, 
won’t answer his letters.

cation wouldn’t tell him a [ 
thing, that he wanted to hide | 
public business.

As Peterson considered k 
Strachan’s manoeuvre, he ? 
worked himself into a- bit of (» 
a frenzy, but a nice, con- ^ 
trolled frenzy.

He pointed a stern finger ir 
at Strachan, and, hands on 
hips, he said in a cold and ; 
calculating way: “The leader ’ 
of the opposition puts his 
own political aspirations 
first, and education second 
—many of the school boards 
resent attempts to bring 
their affairs into a political t

<*F 1*0 T. Nimsiek of 
Cranbrook expresses annoy- 
anc* because when the cabi­
net met in his riding he 
wasn't even so much as ad­
vised they w e re coming. 
Nimsiek felt snubbed, de­
spite the fact he suspects 
quite a bit of Socred poli­
ticking when the cabinet 
trots around the province, 
holding meetings here and 
there, showing itself off, 
looking for votes, in Nim- 
eick's considered opionion.

Nimsidc has another com­
plaint He says that when he 
phones a cabinet minister in 
Victoria on public business 
(paying the phone bill him­
self) ân account of the con­
versation is immediately 
rushed back to the biggest 
Socred big-Wig in Cranbrook.

That’s not good enough, 
Mr. Speaker. It’s rude.

This set some CCFers to 
muttering how Mr. Peterson 
wouldn’t be long in the 
house, certainly not after the 
next election, and Peterson’s 
reply to this, in a dignified 
way, and there was no doubt­
ing his sincerity, was this: 
“What interests me most is 
not how long Un going to 
be in this house, but what I 
do while I am here.”

Nimsiek made note of how 
Socreds this session are 
praising CCFer Ron Hard­
ing of Kaslo-Slocan. Nimsiek 
said the government, having 
run out of cabinet material 
in its own ranks, is starting 
to woo Harding.

certainly strange, very odd 
Indeed, and Nimsiek must 
know whereof he speaks, be­
cause not a cabinet minister 
said him nay.

Education Minister Peter­
son made note of Strachan’s 
complaint about cabinet min­
isters not answering opposi­
tion letters.

Well, Peterson had an­
swered a Strachan letter, 
and. what did Strachan do?

In Peterson*!

“WeH have all the cabinet
poets next time,” said Hard­
ing. matter-off a ctly. 

Peterson was provocative. 
He kept saying, in effect. 

*Tve got some good stuff 
coming up. but I can’t tell 
you about it yet”

When the full government 
program is unveiled, said 
Peterson, everyone will be 
happy, which is an over 
statement of course, be- 
cause oppositionists are 
never quite really happy 
about anything the govern­
ment does.
• It was a treat when Peter­

son didn't keep referring to 
“your Social Credit govern­
ment."

Cabinet ministers have 
this habit — "your Social 
Credit government" 

Peterson just said "the 
government.- and that’s 
what It should hé caned.

opinion, 
played politics with

ton 1er eB the wheel
ta »• province.

taM Shorten
*rto«i hoards him-

saviitp the
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New Cabin

w Welfare Separation of tht 
welfare depart me 
pected to mean nai 
minister to the pre 
cabinet. It is els 
present Health ai 
Minister Eric Ma 
retain the health : 
ministration, with 
cabinet minister bi 
to welfare.

The proposal ha 
licly made repeat* 
past by the legisla

There were no gi 
a start would be n 
re shuffling of resp 
due to the fact, al 
the throne speech, 
vey of mental heal 
is about to be tal 
American Psychia

The news of a si 
on Victoria's new 
has been long-aw 
government alread 
chased land oppo.1 
Church Cathedral a 
ducted surveys.

Attorney - Genera 
Bonner has sugge 
offices within his c 
concerned with jus 
istration, will be i 
the new building.

He has also note 
for additional Supr 
Justices due to rt 
lays in passage tl 
courts of various c

There was no ela 
the proposal for edi 
training of menta 
children. But on set 
the speech said:

"An expanded 
loans, scholarships 
saries will be mad 
To facilitate the a 
of higher standarc 
students of senior 
tion standing, of l 
Victoria College, y 
asked to authori: 
creased measure c 
assistance and 
ment."

The establishrm 
horse - racing < 
would give B.C. ; 
control of the spot 
is held in Ontario.

The speech said, 
eminent is deeply

Branch
In Revised

B.C. Folic
Separate Health 
Plan Revealed 
InThroneSpeech

Division of the department of health and 
welfare into two is the major forecast of the 

; speech from the throne, delivered at the open­
ing of the B.C. Legislature today by Lieuten­
ant-Governor Frank McKenzie Ross.

A new Department of Health Services and Hospital 
Insurance will include administration of mental health 
services, now carried out by the provincial secretary’s 

’office.
The Welfare Branch will become a separate depart- 

I ment.
i The speech was read to the third session of the 25th 
! legislature at 3 p.m.. following entry of the lieutenant- 
I governor.

The speech traditionally indicates the legislation
which the government proposes to introduce in the 
session—expected to last eight weeks.

Also forecast in the throne speech:
• Construction of a new Victoria courthouse starts 

this year.
• Expansion of education and training for mentally 

retarded children.
• Legislation to increase grants to school districts 

to UBC and Victoria College.
• Legislation for establishment of a horse-racing 

commission for B.C.
• The government will recommend immediate sit­

tings of the select standing committee on labor 
to study ways and means of decreasing unem­
ployment.

• Provision of additional judges for the B.C. 
Supreme Court.

• Legislation for compulsory use of machinery and 
equipment, with compensation, for suppression 
of forest fires.

• Increased credit extensions to applicants under 
the Farmers’ Land-clearing Assistance Act to 
help bona-fide farmers increase their holdings.

• Amendments to the Highways Act with respect 
to arbitration, and amendments, to the Ferries 
Act regarding subsidies.

• Establishment and observance of Douglas Day, 
Nov. 19, to commemorate the founding of the 
first colonial mainland government at Fort 
Langley in 1858.

... about 
Calling for immedii 
of the special com 
speech added, “It i 
that this committee 
*11 interested indiv 
groups. ,
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New Cabinet Minister Expected
, The speech reviewed the 

province’s centenary and 
noted continuation of the plan 

1 to restore Barkerville as an 
j historic shrine and public

Separation of the health and 
welfare departments is ex­
pected to mean naming a new 
minister to the present 12-man 
cabinet. It is also expected 
present Health and Welfare 
Minister Eric Martin would 
retain the health services ad­
ministration. with the new 
cabinet minister being named 
to welfare.

The proposal has been pub­
licly made repeatedly in the 
past by the legislative’s Oppo-

There were no guesses when 
a start would be made on the 

| re shuffling of responsibilities, 
I due to the fact, also noted in 
the throne speech, that a sur- 

1 vey of mental health services 
is about to be taken by the 

Psychiatric Asseo­

it noted completion of re­
ports by five royal commis­
sions which will be considered 
at this session—including the 
McPhee inquiry into the tree 
fruit industry, the Sloan in­
quiry into a dispute between 
the IWA and Foiest Industrial 
Relations and the Goldenberg 

Continued on Page 2 
f-”—■ ■■■mi imiiiiiriwi ■ ■

Six Private 
Bills Ready 
For Session

THRONE SPEECH
Continued from Page 1 j reports from the enquiry by 

report on union management ' Chief Justice Sherwood Lett
relations in the plumbing and '0,„,he ^cond Narrows Bridge 

, , . ... . . collapse and the report of Dr.
electrical Industries. H. F Angus into road user

Also to be considered are charges.

Credit Assistance for Farmers
On agriculture, the speech presented as well as some 

from the throne noted benefits amendments to other unnamed 
are expected for B.C. livestock provincial statutes, 
producers through the Federal The new forest legislation 
Freight Assistanct Policy, now indicated the government wish- 
applicable to shipments from, ps to he in position to cc.m- 
the Peace River via the PGE. mandeer any equipment from 

Farmers generally would ! l)r*va,e firms which may he 
benefit from the proposed leg-. necessary to prevent tragic 
islafion to permit low initial forcstry loss€s such as occur- 
payments and "substantial ; red last summer when esti- 
credit" on borrowings for land mat0^ cost f°r provincial fire­
clearing. fighting was over $4.500.000.

"A consolidation of all egV "Gencral develoPme"t °<
dr,ainlnge;'‘iLnoSwU|dhekinKhan,rt '^'^7^1™ 7,

(ed g 8 1 be subml " my government to be sure that
the public interest is served 

A new Wills Act is to be . . .” the speech went on.

American

The news of a start in 1959 
on Victoria's new courthouse 
has been long-awaited. The 
government already has pur­
chased land opposite Christ j 
Church Cathedral and has con- : 
ducted surveys.

Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner has suggested other ; 
offices within his department, | 
concerned with justice admin­
istration, will be included in 
the new building.

He has also noted the need 
for additional Supreme Court 
Justices due to repeated de­
lays in passage through the 
courts of various cases.

There was no elaboration on 
the proposal for education and 

| training of mentally-retarded 
' children. But on school grants, 
i the speech said:

"An expanded system of 
loans, scholarships and bur­
saries will be made available. 
To facilitate the achievement 
of higher standards ... by 
students of senior matricule- 

| tion standing, of UBC and of 
| Victoria College, you will be 

authorize an in-

health and 
scast of the 
at the open- 
by Lieuten-

5 and Hospital 
mental health 
ial secretary’s

Special Tribute 
Paid to Sloan 
In Throne Speech

The B.C. government paid 
official tribute to the late Hon. 
Gordon Sloan in the Speech 
from the Throne delivered by 
Lieut.-Governor Frank Ross 
at the opening of the third 
session of the 25th legislature 
this afternoon.

The province, it was said, 
“has suffered a great loss in 
the untimely death of the 
Honorable Mr. Sloan on Jan.

creased measure of financial 
assistance

pa rate depart-
encourage- j

The establishment of a 
horse • racing commission j 
would give B.C. an over-all; 
control of the sport, such as! 
is held in Ontario.

The speech said, "My gov­
ernment is deeply concerned,
. . . about unemployment.’* 
Calling for immediate sittings 
of the special committee, the 
speech added, ‘It is desirable 
that this committee meet with 
pll interested individuals and 
groups. .

(
on of the 25th 
he lieutenant-

the legislation 
oduce in the

house starts

for mentally

oo 1 districts

torse-racing As an elected representa­
tive, as a minister of the 
crown, as chief justice of the 
court of appeal and as adviser 
to the government he had 
served with “distinction and

mediate sit- 
ee on labor 
ising unem-

Integrity.the B.C.

chinery and 
suppression

ants under 
nee Act to 
ir holdings, 
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Bennett 
Dips Into 
Nest Egg'

Revenue Surplus 
Lowest in Years

■y PETE LOUDON 
Times Legislative Reporter
The B.C. government dipped 

$27,937,422 out of a surplus 
built up in former years to 
make its revenues meet its ex­
penditures in the fiscal year 
ended last March.

One of the expenditures was 
$21,104,422 placed in a supple­
mentary sinking fund for debt 
reduction

The transfer of funds from 
the revenue surplus account 
reduced that account to $13,- 
288,821—the lowest it has been 
in years. April 1, 1956, it stood 
at $49,365,603.

The action of drawing on 
past surpluses to reduce debt 
was revealed Thursday when 
the public accounts were re­
leased to the press from the 
premier’s office. The accounts 
were accompanied by a mimeo­
graphed press release.

TTie release claimed a cur­
rent account revenue surplus 
of $51,779,600 existed last 
March 31. However, after ar­
riving at this "surplus” the 
current account listed addi­
tional expenditures which more 
than wiped it out.

The revenue side of the 
ledger also added ih $6,104,422 
which was transferred from a 
suspense account—final settle­
ment on the tax rental agree­
ment of 1947.

DIFFWKNCR- , 
tacked-0n- expenditures 

whichNmade all the difference 
included a Iom of $2,076,814 ex­
perienced on a sale of "invest­
ments.”

Also included was expendi­
ture for $62,640,180 for what 
are described as "capital ex­
penditure odt of income"— 
roads, bridges and ferries, 
forest development, mining 
roads, park development, flood 
control, water investigations, 
power studies and/buildings. I 
The other expenditure was the 
transfer of $21,104,422 to debt 
reduction.

Premier Bennett told a news 
conference the money taken 
from revenue surplus • was 
used to expand employment.

; "We did not have to borrow 
because we saved our money I 
In the good years Of 1953 and 

11956," he said.
On the balance sheet of the 

I accounts a jump was shown, 
however, in provincial borrow-j 
Ings for "contingent liabili-l 

i ties.-” These are agencies, 
such as toll bridges and high- 
ways and the PGE which are 
expected to liquidate their own 
debt Hence these borrowings 
do not show aa part of the 
provincial debt.

I They. Increased in the last, 
fiscal year from $241,334,638

JANUARY 23, 19

STRACHAN STARTS EARLY

Opposition Gun Fires
Opposition Leader Robert 

Strachan went to work on the 
| government almost before the 
'xi band and honor guard 

1 marched away from the open- 
ding of the House Thursday.

He asked that members re- 
11 ceive copies of departmental 
E$ reports as soon as possible. 

Over a dozen were tabled, but

some of these were not print­
ed yet, and usually they are 
not available before esti-

Last year, he said, in was a 
significant omission that the 
mental health services report 
was not tabled . . . "in fact was 
not presented until the last

Premier Bennett said the 
government would take node.

f .1—-----------—=_

Legal Lights Cheer 
Start of Courthouse

i Judges, lawyers and court- 
d house employees were jubilant

I
 today over the B.C. govern­
ment’s announcement that con­
struction of Victoria’s new 
:Écourthouse opposite Christ 
’ijChurch Cathedral will start 
this year.

When Lieutenant - Governor 
Frank Ross read this from the 
Throne Speech during Thurs­
day’s opening of the legisla­
ture, Liberal MLA George

: V

"This is excellent news," 
commented Judge J. B. Clean- 
hue. "The amount of law busi­
ness in the capital city has long 
outgrown the present facili­
ties.

John G. McIntosh, vice-presi­
dent of Victoria' Bar Associa- j 
tion, said the new courthouse 
"is a matter for great jubila­
tion, not only in Victoria, but 
all over British Columbia.”

He pointed out that the
Gregory signified approval by I Court of Appeals hears cases 
thumping on his desk and that originate in many parts
shouting: “Three cheers!”

!_

PGE PROFITS DECREASE 
BY MORE THAN MILLION

Pacific Great Eastern Railway profits went west dur­
ing the fiscal year ended December, 1957.

The report of the year’s operation, contained in public 
accounts tabled in the Legislature Thursday, showed a drop 
in operating profits from $1,304,728 to $15,600.

There has been no full financial report tabled since 
extension of the PGE to the Peace River area last fall. The 
extension Is expected to boost incomes.

1 Operating revenues for the year reported came to 
$8,867,502, which was reduced about $33,000 from the year 
previous. Operating expenses climbed about $500,000 and 
revenues generally were down about the same amount 
--------------------------------------- .

*

of the province and there are 
at present no facilities for 
members of juries, witnesses 
and litigants.

“We are hopeful that the 
new courthouse will provide a 
special room where adminis­
trative tribunals and royal 
commissions can be held apart 
from formal court hearings.

"There is also a desperate 
need for extra accommodation 
for the Land Registry Office. 
At present many legal docu­
ments have to be stored in a 
warehouse."

Government surveys are now 
proceeding on the site of the 
new courthouse.

A spokesman for the public 
works department said speci­
fications and requirements are 
now being examined.

l5Q IN RED; NINE IN BLACK

Ferries Lose $860,617
Only nine of British Colum­

bia's 59 government-controlled 
ferries are revenue-producing 
and only three of these showed 1 
a profit in the fiscal year end- ™ 
ing last March.

These were the Ladner ferry 
($26,532), the Kelowna ferry, 
now replaced by a bridge j 
($9,641) and the Kootenay 
Lakes ferry ($20,992).

Tbtal expenditure for ferries 
was $1,581,082. The overall loss 
to ferry operation was $860,617.

The ferry operations were 
outlined in the annual report 
of the department of highways, 
tabled in the Legislature on 
Thursday. ' l/. i ;

m

m
{MEMBERS' SPEECHES START;
! STRACHAN TO SPEAK MONDAY

Opposition Leader Robert Strachan will open debate j 
on the Speech from the Throne in the Legislature Monday, [ 
probably at 3 p.m.

Between that time and the budget presentation, 
pected about Feb. 6, most members will speak on any and -I 
all subjects. There will be as many aa four speeches each 
day. . I

Newest member of the RC. Legislature, Donald L. i 
Brothers (SC, Roseland-Trall), was to make his maidei 
speech today—the reply to the Speech from the Throne.



Seperate Health Department 
Plan Wins General Approval

' Throne Speech forecasts of new legislative and ad­
ministrative changes met generally favorable reaction 
today. . Hospital, said the reorganiza-

Consolidation of the health tion is "a sign of the times 
branch, mental health services ; and a step forward” because 
and hospital insurance into a ; it recognizes that mental 
separate health department, ! health is one of the major 
and formation of a separate . illnesses of modern times, 
welfare department, was Royal Jubilee Hospital ad- 
hailed as a major step in im- ministrator George Masters 
proving both health and wel- said the departmental shuffle 
fare services. is in “the better interest of all

Dr. E. N. Boettcher, medical health services. It brightens 
superintendent of St. Joseph’s | the whole health picture.”

Bring End to Confusion
Glen Hamilton, secretary of . Owen Kam. Silver Threads’ 

the Community Welfare Coun- nrp«iripnt m. „ ,ell of Greater Victoria and ex- ' sa,d hls organ,z»-
ecu live director of the Silver ,lon had Pressed for uniform 
Threads Service, said the ere- regulation of nursing and 
ation of a separate welfare de- ; boarding homes for the aged 
partment would end confusion j “and we are delighted to learn 
in licensing procedures of #haf. , „„„ . . . . .
nursing homes. : that thls * translated

"Right now, for instance, j *n*° °ffic*al action.”
of the places— William Hooson, city welfare

er Bennett said the 
tent would take note.

GAME REPORT FILED

More Cougars 
Prowl Island

Iheer
thouse

Another section of the re­
port states closure of lands to

Cougars are on the increase | 
on Vancouver Island and the j 
B.C. interior according to B.C. j 
fish and game branch inspec- ; 
tors.

Annual report of department 
of recreation and conservation 
was made public Thursday and 
tabled for consideration of the 
legislature.

The report stated under the j 
heading “predator control” that 
sightings of young cougars has 
mounted.

It was also noted that in the 
Courtenay • Campbell River 
area, 28 foxes were destroyed 
during 1958 — 263 throughout 
the province.

Total of 1,437 poison stations 
were employed in the killing 
of wolves tô protect game in 
other parts of the province, 
and 93,000 individual baits 
were set out for rodent pests.

The game department said 
an increase in game law viola- j 
tions is expected to be appar­
ent when all returns are in. 
No increase is expected in 
the number of accidents de­
spite increased numbers of 
hunters. Estimated increase in 

j game department revenues is 
$50.000.

The department will issue 
12,000 questionnaires to hunt­
ers this year, 3,000 more than 
last year, to assist in reckon­
ing the size of the annual 
“game harvest.”

is excellent news,” 
ited Judge J. B. Cleari- 
The amount of law busl- 
the capital city has long 
vn the present facili-

j public shooting on the main- 
| land is increasing at an “alarm- ; 
ing rate.” More noticeable 
than ever before are the large 
number of gun clubs with ex­
clusive hunting rights on pri­
vate farm lands, 

j “At the present rate, it will 
, be but a short time before the ij 
average hunter will have to f 
pay for the privilege of pheas- j 
ant and duck hunting on most i 
of the better farm lands of the j 
Fraser River and Fraser River L 
delta areas.”

The department listed at j 
least nine problems it thought L 
were major in its operation. 
They were:

1, Pollution of sport fish 
areas.

2. Prevention of harm to 
sport fish.

j 3. The search for more game ' 
preserves.

4. Eradication of coarse 
fish—especially killer fish— 
and the erection of barriers for 
that purpose.

5. Predator control.
6. Game damage to fertile 

areas.
7. Beaver control.
8. Hunting accidents.
9. , Public relations. This, 

says the department, “is the
i most necessary in any game 

management program.”

two-thirds _____ ________ _ e ^ „cliai
boarding homes—in Greater administrator, said "the change 
Victoria giving such care have “was long overdue.” It will 
only city trade licences,” he eliminate overlapping func- 
sakl. I tions.

Labor Welcomes Inquiry
Victoria labor officials wel­

comed the government's inten­
tion to convene the standing 
committee on labor immediate­
ly for an inquiry into the un­
employment problem.

“This will give labor a 
chance to get its ideas across 
to .the public,” said Victoria .
Labor Council president Rob­
ert Barrie. "If it’s for the | 
benefit of labor, we’ll testify 
or do anything necessary to 
help,” he said.

Ed Haw, VIC vice-president, 
said the inquiry “will guaran­
tee that (a B.C. Federation of 
Labor delegation coming here 
Feb. 2) will be heard. It shows 
they (the provincial govern­
ment) are at last starting to 
treat this unemployment prob­
lem seriously.”

Lldyd Whalen, president of j 
the Vancouver Labor Council, 
commented : “I’m pleased to 
hear the government is inter- ! ;
ested in the unemployment i _____  _____
situation and willing to do j for protection of the forest 
something about it.” , they are working in; an<| fb

“Won-

have to be stored in a 
ouse."
ernment surveys are now 
ding on the site of the 
mrthouse.
pokesman for the public 

department said sped- 
ns and requirements are 
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22.3% IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS■S START;
AK MONDAY

trachan will open debate j 
l the Legislature Monday,

budget presentation, ex- 
?rs will speak on any and 
ny as four speeches each

X Legislature, Donald L.

■HH

B.C. Teachers Lack Qualifications
The report also showed that.! ance at day schools was 91.13 
îere are almost as many percent. ^

À shortage of secondary ! This was reported in the | 
:hool teachers in British Co- annual report of public schools | 
imbia during the last school filed in the British Columbia 
ear resulted in 22.3 per cent Legislature Thursday by Edu- 
t the teaching posts being cation Minister Leslie Peterson, 
eld by teachers without regu- Balancing this situation, said 
ur qualifications. the report, was the fact that
No teacher training had been 29.9 per cent of elementary 
iken by 2.3 per cent of these, school teachers and 29.6 per 
At the elementary level, 3.1 cent of secondary school teach­

er cent of the teachers lacked ers, had more qualifications 
roper qualification. than their position demande!.

At the beginning of the 
school year, there were 175 
classes on shifts in British 
Columbia, but the number was 
reduced to 81 by June. "Sev^ 
eral” classes were closed tem-1 
porarily due to short-period 
lack of teachers. The shortage 
was described i* "continuing-1 
•t the secondary level

bia today. There are 277,070 
children and youths enrolled as 
compared to 222,331 persons 
registered In adult classes.

Total of 3,533 students were 
enrolled in correspondence 
courses.

Percentage of regular attend-

was to make his maicH 
peech from the Throne.

m
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NORMAN
CR1BBENS

IN THE LEGISLATURE

'MOST TRAVELLED' 
TITLE TO GAGLARDI

A review of the Public Accounts, tabled in the 
B.C. Legislature Thursday, showed Highways Min­
ister P. A. Gaglardi to be “most-travelled" member 
of the cabinet.

Not counting costs of air travel in his depart­
ment-rented plane, his travel costs in the past fiscal 
year reached $4,269.

Mines Minister Kenneth Kiernan spent $3,605, 
Labor Minister Wicks $3,513. The premier spent 
$3,502 and Attorney-General Bonner $3,223.

You've noticed how two champion boxers al­
ways shake hands before battering each other to 
pulp.

That is the way it was at the opening of the Legislature 
Thursday afternoon when Premier Bennett strode over to 
CCF Opposition Leader Robert Strachan and extended a 
friendly fist.

Lean, good-looking Mi. Strachan rose from his seat on 
the Oppositioi, side of the House and grasped the premier’s 
hand. Both smiled, but it could well have been the smile 
of the tiger in the Roman arena . .

However, the premier made a handsome gesture—one 
I have never seen before in this chamber—and Mr. Strachan 
responded handsomei>.

College Hoping 
For New Building A $10,000, 
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Tom Uphill, beginning his 39th year as a member of 
the Legislature, was up to his old tricks. The 84-ye»r old 
Labor MLA, elected in 1920, waltzed across the floor of the 
House and sat in the premier’s chair.

But he retired to his own place on the Opposition side 
well before the premier entered the chamber, ahead of the 
lieutenant-governor.

“Premiers come and premiers go,” Tom confided later. 
“I’ve had fun with them all. I could tell you tales of Pre­
mier McBride, Premier John Oliver, Premier Pattullo, Pre­
mier John Hart, Premier Johnson and ...”

But that would take a whole newspaper to recount.
★ * *

The 100-man color guard of the RCAF assembled at 
the steps of the Buildings was soaked to the skin long be­
fore Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross arrived.

The rain ran down their cheeks and into their tunics, 
but they'stood stalwart until the ceremony was over.

And Mr. Ross, wearing a black cloak over his blue and 
red Uniform, inspected not only the guard but the RCAF 
Band as well.

The Royal Canadian Artillery guns which fired the 
15-gun salute were pointed toward the Black Ball Ferry 
Building, yet only smoke and noise issued from their black ' 
barrels.

ing of the legislature Thurs- j 
day noted that increased j 
grants to Victoria College, Uni- J 
versity of B.C. and school | 
districts would be proposed at 
this session.

“We are glad of any in-1 
crease that may be made,” 
said Judge Clearihue, “but we 
don’t know exactly what it is 
that the government proposes.

"We have been asking for

lid: "I am very glad to hear 
[ the increased aid.”

Defying the wet outside, the ceremonies of the open­
ing day followed the usual pattern—the lieutenant-governor1 
in gold-braided uniform and cocked hat, the naval, military 
and air force officers splashed with‘red, blue and gold; thej 
solemn voice of the chaplain intoning the prayers; the 
packed galleries and the fashionably dressed women in I 
weird and wonderful hats occupying special seats on the I 
floor.

To one person, at least, this panoply of tradition had, 
a spice of novelty. Donald Brothers, the new Social Credit1 

I member for Rossland-Trail—who succeeded Robert Som­
mers at the Dec 15 election—found It thrilling.

"I loved every minute of It,” he told me. “It was a 
great and inspiring occasion.”

* * *
The procession into the chamber had that curious 

medieval atmosphere that seems so out of keeping with j 
the spirit of a new country, yet may even be part of it— 
Mr. Speaker in his three-cornered hat; the Archbishop of j 
British Columbia in his scarlet robes; the lieutenant- 1 
governor in his cocked hat and tight-fitting blue uniform; 
the aides in their brilliant dress and sheathed swords.

And then the sergeant-at-arms (what could be more, 
medieval?) carrying the golden mace.

* * *
Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross read the marathon 

Speech from the Throne In a calm, dignified voice and only 
once, In spite at its great length, called for water.

Then, in spite of Uie solemnity of his address, he won 
l.a laugh from the fashionable audience. And that was 
when he said:

"The construction of a new courthouse in the capital 
city ef this province will be commenced this year.”

Not very funny, you might think, yet almost everyone 
from floor to galleries laughed. * ' : M.

* * *
Throughout; this address Premier Bennett listened With 

* strained expression, as if he feared* the lteutensnt-gover- 
nor might not tngkç ihp most of the speech he had writ­
ten. And his pride in every word sftoken was evident.

On the opposite 'side of the House, dignified Mrs. Ben­
nett listened Intently and her daughter, Mrs. G. H. Tozer,

SPEEDERS FACE BAN 
FROM SMALL LAKES

Use of power boats on small lakes may be cur­
tailed, it was indicated in the annual report of thé 
Department of Recreation and Conservation tabled 
Thursday by the minister, E. C. Westwood.

A review of the question is being conducted 
because, he noted, they are “apparently becoming a 
nuisance” to other lake users.

$7.7 Mli

Between the strange hats worn by the women you 
could discern, many laminar laces—Tom Irwin, the former 
Speaker ol the Legislature, who won a aeat In the Ottawa 
House ol Cpmroous and, lost It; Senator Nancy Hodges; 
Conservative leader Deane Flnhtyson; Einar Gunderson; 
Social Credit organizer Noel Murphy; Lloyd Turner ol 
Westcoait Transmission; Eric Charman ol the Victoria 
Progressive Conservatives . . . and many others.

* * *
Perhaps the most significant remark In the Throne 

Speech waa llu announcement ol legislation to Increase 
grants to school districts, to the University of British 
Columbia and Victoria College.

While many received this announcement Jubilantly, the 
question In the minds ol the majority waa:

“How much?”_______________________

The British C 
Control Board 
profit of $26,83 
fiscal year endi 
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$2 MILLION HIGHER THAN '57

Sales Tax Revenue Up
British Columbia’s 5 per cent 

sales tax brought in increased 
revenues in'the fiscal year end­
ing last March 31, despite fears 
they would be reduced by the 
recession.

Premier Bennett, in Ws dual 
role as finance rtlinister, 
showed total income from this 
source to be $87,244,382—an in­
crease of $2,111,183 over the 
previous fiscal period.

It was the largest single | 
revenue item.

The largest single expendfc | 
ture was $49,945,187 for educa- i 
tion —up $4,059,514 from the | 
previous year.

ISIEI

Commission Suggests Increase 
In Commercial Vehicle Taxes

A $10,000,000 boost In Av­
enues from commercial veh&le 
owners through increased 
licence and fuel taxes was 
recommended to the B.C. gov­
ernment Thursday by a royal 
commission inquiring into road 
user charges.

The commission, headed by 
Dr. H. F. Angus, was estab­
lished in April last year by 
the government. A. J. Bower- 
ing. George Lindsay and'W. F. 
Veitch were other members.

Terms of reference asked 
inquiry into the proportion 
which revenue from road 
users bears to provincial road 
costs, and the shades that the 
different classes of road users 
contribute.

The commission found that 
at present private vehicle own­
ers contribute 33 per cent of 
road costs and commercial 
vehicles pay only 21 per cent.

The commission’s recom­
mendation was that private 
passenger car owners should 
contribute one-third? commer­
cial vehicle owners should con­
tribute one-third, and ppn- 
toad users, one-third.

| UP TO 1915
This would apply for the 'I 

I period up to 1975. For the Ü

period 1960-61 aim should be 
| to increase income from road 
users to 58.4 per cent of road 
costs, the commission stated, 
thus, ‘‘the maximum in­
crease that should be contem­
plated for the near future is 
$10,000.000.”

Two proposals for legisla- 
; tion toward that end combined 
increases in licence fees, ac­
cording to vehicle weight, with 
an increase of from 10 cents 
to 12 cents of the tax on one 
gallon of diesel fuel.

! The commission also rec­
ommended establishment of a 
motor transport department 
to regulate and enforce rules 
governing road use by heavy 
vehicles and supervise safety. 
WEIGHING STATIONS 

Establishment of 27 new 
permanent weighing stations, 

i bringing the B.C. total to 40, 
and an increase in personnel 
from 37 to 80, also were rec- 
ommended. Personnel at

i weighing stations should be 
I uniformed and classed as spe­
cial constables, the commis- 

, sion said. It estimated an ad- 
i ditlonal annual cost of $300,- 

000 would be involved.
A further recommendation 

was for negotiation for recip­
rocal agreements with other 
provinces and American states 
covering commercial hauling.

1 If

' .
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$7,7 MILLION MORE LAPPED UP IN YEAR

B.C. Gets 'High' on Liquor Profits
The British Columbia Liquor i House, Thursday, showed pub- : additional $394,200. A total of i inspection, and $125,589 for' * ‘ *** wowioeliieo/uw « O., I matntananra rtf nrfsnners.

Control Board showed a net 
profit of $26,838,507 during the 
fiscal year ended March 31 last 

I year—an increase of $1,789,877 
over the year previous.

The balance sheet and profit 
and loss statement tabled with 

1 the public account* in the

lie sales totalling $66,832,135 
and sales to licensed outlets of 
$26,257,969. Gross profits on 
sales was $30,982,656, which 
was reduced by merchandising 
expenses and administration 
cost.

Licence fees brought In an

$158,000 was collected in a 2c j maintenance of prisoners, 
per gallon levy against beer 
parlors.

Law enforcement in connec­
tion with the beer, wine and 
liquor trade also is charged to 
the Liquor Control Board —
$100,521 for enforcement and

'■vm
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Strachan Bids ! 
For Province ! 
Phone Control I

NORMAN
CRIBBENS

IN THE LEGISLATURE
Provincial control of B.C. 1 

Telephone Company rates arfd 
services will be sought Monday || 
in a motion by Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan.

He will argue that the prov- 
ince should apply to the fed- \P 
eral government for the juris- |i| 
diction now held by the federal m 
board of transport commis­
sioners in this regard.

Notice was filed of 32 ques- j| 
tions to be asked by various ij| 
government departments on ]|j 
matters such as mental 
health, unemployment, educa- gj 
tion workmen’s compensation,

most of them •••'

It’s really too bad Liberal MLA George Gregory 
wasn’t in the House Friday afternoon. For he 
missed the chance of retaliating to a suggestion 
he had joined the Social Credit Party.

The suggestion came from William Murray (SC- 
Prince Rupert) in the form of a book of Socred 
membership tickets which he sent across the floor to 
Mr. Gregory’s desk.

Voluble Mr. Murray recalled that George Gregory 
during the last session said that, if Public Works Minister 
W. N. Chant built a new courthouse in Victoria, he would 
be his campaign manager.

"We welcome the third member for Victoria to this 
side of the House,” said Mr. Murray amid general 
laughter, "and I have pleasure in sending him these 
membership tickets to sell.

"He must be very happy to know that a start will 
be made on the new courthouse this year.”

"He is!" smiled P. A. Gibbs, the only other Liberal 
member of the House.

But Mr. Gregory was away—appearing as counsel in- 
a case at the old courthouse—and the Socred tickets 
were laid on his desk in front of an e. ipty chair.

No doubt he will reply later.
* ' * *

Mr. Murray is a capable and convincing speaker and 
rumor has it he will he made minister of welfare ere long.

It’s expected the government will create a new 
portfolio now it has decided to separate the health and 
welfare departments hitherto presided over by Health 
Minister Eric Martin.

Such a division has been suggested repeatedly by 
the Opposition.

and education, 
by P. A. Gibbs (Lib., Oak Bay) 
and Mr. Strachan.

The House sits at 2 p.m. 
Monday.

Columbia Power 
Bid by New MLA

Development of Columbia , partment to his riding, calling il 
River power and action to de- for an imnrnvoH hat-H tnn miv it 
crease freight rates were 
named as major requirements 
for advancement of the Ross- 
land-Trail area by Donald L.
Brothers, newest MLA, in his 
maiden speech in the legisla­
ture Friday.

His address was devoted 
mainly to a description of the 
economics of his riding, a de-

The first day of the Throne Speech debate, following 
Friday’s'opening session, was of the “tea and crumpet” 
variety with members behaving as politely as If they 
were chatting in Ye Olde Empress lounge across the way.

The only sign of acrimony came when Mr. Murray 
spoke of "wise and dynamic leadership” in’the Social 
Credit government. This produced a mild chorus of 
jeers from the CCF benches—but the jeers were allowed 
to pass without comment.

However, when CCF Leader Robert Strachan ad­
journed the debate (indicating that he would be addressing 
the House Monday afternoon), Tony Gargrave (CCF- 
Mackenzie) shouted to the government benches:

“Keep your heads down!”
* * *

The newest member of the House—35-year-old Donald 
Brothers from Bossland-Trall—made a personable first 
appearance. His 20-minute maiden speech was largely 
straightforward party talk but it was clear and to the 
point

He received a welcoming ovation from both sides of 
the House.

government 
mental health program and a 
plea for labor - management

The desk-thumping which 
preceded his speech was more 
enthusiastic than the hearing 
given him by members on 
both sides of the House. As 
is the case with most reply- 
to-the-throne speeches, at least 
20 members, including four 
cabinet ministers continued ; 
reading or writing throughout. ;

Mrs. Brothers, seated in the j 
ladies’ gallery, gave rapt at-1 
tention.

W. H. Murray (SC-Prince 
Rupert) seconded the reply-to- 
the-throne speech. He asked 
atention of the highways de-

Two fashionably-dressed young women sat demurely 
behind the government benches and listened respectfully 
but non-committally. They were the premier’s attractive 
dark-eyed daughter, Mrs. G. H. Tozer, and his daughter- 
in-law Mrs. W. R. Bennett.

Competing with them in the field of fashion were 
Mrs. Buda Brown (SC-Vancouver Centre) in sky-blue 
dress and Mrs. Lois Haggen (CCF-Grand Forks-Green- 
wood) In a charming beige costume.

The desks of both lady members were adorned 
with choice blooms—Mrs. Haggen’s with pink, carnations, 
Mrs. Brown's with red roses and chrysanthemums.

* * *
The life of a cabinet minister is a full one. Soon 

After the. House rose Friday afternoon, Labor Minister 
Lyle Wicks flew to Haney to address a political meeting.

mm,

MORE LIQUOR LAPPED 
BUT PROFITS GO FLAT

For the first time since the end of the Second World 
War, British Columbia’s liquor profits fell off during

Sales were up slightly during the six-month business 
ended Sept 30, 1958, but both gross and net profits were 
down by comparison with the 1957 figures.

This is revealed In a report tabled by Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner in the Legislature.

Sales from March 31 to Sept. 30 last totalled *46,900,- 
000, up *787,800 over the same period in 1957.

But gross profits for the six months last year»'™ 
64,611,000 (down *14,400), with net profit $12,451,506 
(down *80,550). .

iWv""
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Legal Muffler 
On Sommers
In Legislature

Full, open discussion of the 
Sommers bribery - conspiracy 
case is still expected to be muf 
fled in speeches by the Opposi 
tion at this session, of the 
Legislature.

Former land and forests min 
ister Robert Sommers was con 
victed in November of accept 
ing bribes, and sentenced to 
five years. But he is appeal 
ing his case Feb. 16.

CCF Leader Robert Strachan 
said today he is of the opinion 
based on parliamentary piece 
dent,” “we can’t refer to 

§g charges or say he was guilty’ 
because of the appeal,

sSP?1 ■, J'JPgL ,■?$ V t Wk
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CCF Fights 
House Gag 
On Sommers

By PETE LOUDON, Times Legislative Reporter
British Columbia’s Social Credit government Mon­

day survived its first test of the current session when 
its ranks stood firm against a vote of non-confidence. 

A motion for resignation of
the government over handling 
and outcome of the Sommers 
bribery-conspiracy case was 
made by Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan, climaxing a 
two-hour attack on the gov­
ernment.

It was supported by all 10 
CCF members, the two Liberal 
members, Labor member Tom 
Uphill of Fernie and J. M. 
Bryan (Ind., North Vancou­
ver) who crossed the floor last 
session over the handling of 
the case by Attorney-General 
Bonner.

All 37 government members 
voted against the motion.

Mr. Strachan submitted his 
motion after a lively and bitter 
address which brought the

premier to his feet to ask if the 
Opposition leader wanted an 
election this year.

Speaker Hugh Shantz 
ordered Mr. Strachan to avoid 
mention of "anything given 
in evidence or which may be 
presented as evidence,” in the 
appeal next month of former 
lands and forests minister 
Robert Sommers.

Gordon Dowding (CCF, 
Burnaby), a lawyer, protested 
the ruling. He said it is not 
improper for the speech to 
refer to evidence given by the 
defendant.

“I have looked up all the 
precedents.”

The attorney-general sup­
ported the ruling.

Bonner to Reply 'With Same Heat'

Attorney-General '
But he was not too scep­

tical to get in touch with his 
colleague and tell him what 
to do. It was obvious, he (the 
attorney-general) was deeply 
Involved since the beginning."

Mr. Sommers, he said, had 
told the court he was acting on 
advice of the attorney-general 
He believed the attorney-gen 
eral was acting on the advice 
of Disraeli, famed British 
statesman, who said, "Damn 
your principles, stick to your 
party.”

Mr. Strachan said the attor- 
ey-generai dawdled for 707 

before taking action.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1959'f

He said If the Opposition 
leader wanted to attack his 
(Mr. Bonner’s) handling of 
the case, he should do it when 
the legislature considers the 1 
attorney - general’s estimates, 
“when I can reply with the 
same heat.”

Mr. Strachan said the ruling 
denied members of the legis­
lature from discussing things 
“which have been in all the 
newspapers.”

He said it is the fourth 
session in which there has not 
been freedom to discuss the 
effects of the case on the gov­
ernment.

Mr. Bonner said Mr. 
Strachan had opportunity to 
debate this during platform 
speeches in the recent Ross­
land-Trail by-election but Mr. 
Strachan pointed out the at­
torney-general did not take 
part in any four-party meet­
ings, although in the past it 
was his custom to represent 
his party in these circum 
stances.

Mr. Strachan said the 
appeal of the Sommers case 
“doesn’t concern us here. . . .

I am concerned to the damage 
done to the parliamentary in­
stitution . . . the damage to 
the people’s interests by 
people who cling to office, who 
shout their innocence while 
striving to cover their guilt. 
For this reason, the govern­
ment should resign."

"They are no longer worthy 
of the confidence of the 
people.”

Before the uproar, the Op­
position Leader had worked his 
\yay to the Sommers case by 
mention of the Dec. 15 by- 
election at Rossland-Trail.

He had welcomed victorious 
Socred candidate Don Broth­
ers. From the election results 
he gathered it was no longer 
necessary to fool all the people, 
paraphrasing Lincoln, but only 
30 per cent, the approximate 
percentage of the vote for the 
Sacred candidate.

“But neither in the press nor 
the throne speech, has anyone 
discussed what precipitated the 
Rossland-Trail by election.” He 
recalled the attorney-general 
was "sceptical" of evidence 
presented in the Sommers case.

Deeply Involved'
He said the CCF had asked 

"investigation” not prosecution 
or “persecution”—in reference 
to the delivery of a summons 
to Mr. Sommers at 1.30 a.m.

“They roast a man over a 
slow fire, push the knife slowly 
into his back—what he needed, 
was protection from his 
friends.”

Mr. Strachan related various j 
items of evidence and com­
mented on "a reference 
Social Credit campaign fui 
by some of the witnesses.”

It was at this point 
Shantz ruled further 

Continued on Page 2

MECHANICS' GALORE—STRACHAN

Socreds Powered 
By Slick Machine
Social Credit campaigning 

now employs the “slickest, 
smoothest, most unscrupulous 
political machine this province 
has ever seen,” Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan told | 
the B.C. legislature Monday.

He said he had never seen 
the number of surveyors as 
were working in Rossland- 

. Trail during the December by- 
f: election.
1 He suggested they were 
there to create an impression 

8 of major projects to come.
The CCF leader recalled the 

statement attributed to Rob­
ert Sommers, former cabinet 
minister now appealing a con­
viction for accepting bribes— 
“My conviction was the best 
thing that ever happened for 
Rossland-Trail ... I never 
realized the way to get these 
things ( projects he had re­
quested for his former riding) 
was to go to jail.”
PRESS BLUDGEONED

Mr. Strachan said the cam­
paign was crowded with Social 
Credit advertising and public 
relations men, radio, television 
and slick publication advertis­

ing by Social Credit was very 
heavy.

He accused Premier Bennett 
of "bludgeoning the press into

nonsense." He gave as an ex­
ample the premier’s written 
statement that his party was 
elected by a large majority.

Mr. Strachan said this 
amounted to 45 per cent of the 
votes cast.

“Twelve words, one hyphen 
and two dashes, and he's al­
ready off the facts.”

r
Continued 

ysion of evidence out of order. 
| Victoria Liberal George 
‘j Gregory, who followed Mr 
I Strachan. said Sommers was 
| "lying” when he said he had 
| been guilty of no wrong doing 
3 in connection with the 
I suance of forest management 
j licences.
jl “What has become of the 
I long-established principle that 
ij a member of this House speak 
B the truth?” asked Mr. Greg-
9 ory-
!' “At a previous session we 
;i heard the then minister of 
t lands and" forests stand up 
I and say tye had been guilty of 
! no wrong doing and it was 
I nothing but a conspiracy. We 
a now know he was lying.
| REPUDIATE HIM
| “Surely somebody, perhaps 
I the Premier (Mr. Bennett),

I should now get up arjd repudi­
ate the man.”

At his trial, he continued, 
I Sommers had testified that he 
■ told Premier Bennett and 
lEinar Gunderson (former fi­
ll nance minister) that he had 
I been receiving money from 
a sources connected with the 
I forest industry.

I Then on the advice of the 
attorney-general he made Im­
mediate arrangements to pay 
the money back.

“What we should know is 
when did the attorney-general 
first become aware that Som­
mera was taking money from 
Gr*y?” Mr. Gregory asked.

The attorney - general was 
not in the house at the time.
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Labor Focus on Wicks 
As New Laws Hinted

«sas##*?By PETE LOUDON 
Times Legislative Reporter <

Big question of the cur-’ 
rent B.Ô. legislative ses­
sion: Will there be new la­
bor legislation ?—may be 
answered Thursday when 
Labor Minister Lyle Wicks 
is slated to speak in the 
Throne Speech debate.

Sources close to the govern­
ment are speculating the 
weight of lobbying and the 
repeated presentation of briefs 
by industrial-commercial or­
ganizations within recent 
months, will have some effect.

Said one source today: “I 
have never seen so much in­
telligent public interest, nor 
has the government ever re­
ceived so many briefs on the 
subject.”
Big Delegation

Latest was presented Mon­
day by a 17-man delegation 
from Vancouver Board of 
Trade. Recently representa­
tives of the heavy construction 
industry made similar re- 

; quests.

Suggestions call for unions i 
to be registered under the So- l| 
cieties Act, which would make j| 
them easier to sue for dam- j 
ages in event a strike was de- j 
dared illegal. They call for !; 
r e s t r ictiohs on picketing, J 
abandonment of conciliation j 

, boards and closed shop agree- 1

i| tions Board be returned,to full- 
if j time status. Observers feel 

this is one of the safest and 
l&Sj surest steps for the labor min- 
Ü-:4 ister to recommend.

No one appears to expect 
startling changes in the act 
Every government speaker 

i., from the premier down has 
, J rejected any consideration of 

. all-out compulsory arbitration.
Using Courts More

It is felt, the minister has

ments, sympathy strikes, and 
a speed up in negotiation be­
tween disputing parties, as 
well as wider use of the gov- 
ernment supervised secret 
ballot.

; Most of the briefs have been 
I in accord with labor groups 
jin requesting the Labor Rela-

It is felt, the minister has 
been experimenting with cur­
rent legislation and may at 
least be thinking about wider 
use of the courts in settling 
labor disputes. Twice in the 
past month, he has submitted 
disputes for a rule on legality.

This occurred when Black 
Ball ferry workers struck be­
fore Christmas and this month 
when Flavelle Cedar em­
ployees walked out <jf the 
Fraser Valley plywood mill.

In each case the men went 
back to work before the matter 
came up in court—and the min­
ister withdrew his application.

Decertification
Hanging over the heads of 

the strikers was the threat that 
if their actions were ruled 
illegal, a loss of certification 
and cancellation of existing 
agreements was possible.

The submission of the ques­
tion of legality to the courts' 
had never been done before 
and the withdrawal of the ap-| 
plication when the men re-i 
turned to work, wets called "an 
abuse” of the courts by Mr. 
Justice A. M. Manson.

If the minister does indicate | 
more restrictive labor legisla- j 
tion is on the books, excite- i 
ment can be expected next I 
week at the buildings. Monday 

’and Tuesday, B.C. labor repre-j 
sentatives will converge on Vic­
toria for their annual labor j 
lobby.

Warlike Trend 
Must End—MLA

Voluntary arbitration as a means of settling 
labor disputes was called for in the Legislature Mon­
day by George Gregory, Liberal MLA for Victoria.

In the debate of the Throne Speech Mr. Greg­
ory said:

“These stoppages are a serious matter. If we 
lose the confidence of our trading customers we 
shall all suffer the consequences.”

Mr. Gregory said the time has come for both 
labor and management to settle their disputes in a 
less warlike manner than in the past.

He said the Labor Relations Act should be 
changed so that a strike vote is a vote to go on 
strike.

“I do not advocate compulsory arbitration ex­
cept in essential services,” he added.
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STRACHAN FLAYS HANDLING OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

,lo full­

est and
‘Remember your denial of j workers available for employ-1 
ff cuts?” the Opposition : ment were contacted and in- 
der asked Mr. Black. ! terviewed . . . and the 13
Then he quoted the letter to ' staff vacancies existing could 
cabinet ministers which was have been filled, if the sala- 
v'ealed recently at the Shrum ries offered had more nearly 
iyal Commission on Power, equalled those prevailing in 
stated the number of provin- local agencies . . .

Wa,V°Abe /T curtail coverageiced by 5 per cent by April 1,5g . . this staff shortage
Mr. Strachan quoted from ha'' reduced the services the 
ie report • social service department is

. . demands for admis- able 10 Pr°vide' , « bas been
on to Woodlands School nacessary ,0 cdrtail ,he area
•eatly exceed accommoda- cnmoT.t wUh*
on . . . there are 300 there has been complete with-
ill in the mental hospital drawal of semces ' ' '
waiting transfer. Mr. Strachan went on to

T,,RvnvK« ouote from the report concern-
j/9 ivvr.it ing the social service départ­

it is now operating

Later in the afternoon, J 
Lands and Forests Minister, 
Ray Williston spoke in the 
Throne Speech debate.

He challenged anyone in the 
House to read the excerpts 
read by the Opposition Leader, | 
in context.

He said the report merely j 
showed a growing demand for) 
the service.

I ‘‘Any dedicated public serv- ! 
I ant can see a demand for a job 
over and above what he is 
doing at the present time.’’

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan hacked at mental 
health administration Monday, 
using the government’s own 
annual report as a cutting i

The tirade brought a red j 
glow to the neck of Provincial 
Secretary Wesley Black, who 
administers mental health serv­
ices. Premier Bennett turned 
his back on Mr. Strachan.

The blast had been expected 
since last spring, when the

expect 
the act 
speaker 
wn has 
atiofi of 
itration.

lore
fter has j 
ith cur- ji 
may at : 
it wider j 
settling ' 

t in the ; 
ibmitted 
legality. 1 
l Black 
•uck be- 
5 month 
ar em- 
<jf the 
mill.

?n went 
* matter 
the min- 
lication.

ran for his life," said Mr. 
Strachan.

He said during the last 
session Mr. Black had denied 
every charge made against the 
administration of the depart- 

| ment and had also denied there 
were widespread staff cuts.

with approximately 47 per cent | 
of the normal complement of Jj 
staff."

He said the recent action of jj 
the minister in arranging a h 
survey of mental health serv-j 
ices by the American Psychia- :| 
trie Association “. . . puts it jl 
under the rug for another 12 
months."
CHALLENGE

"I challenge any member of 
the House to read this report 
and then stand up and brag 
about reduction of debt ... a 
stain on the reputation of the 
province, and all the debt re-

11 . . . child guidance 
teams are not able to handle 
the volume of work referred 
to them, and it has not been 
possible to expand this service 
during the past few years 
. . . in addition we had the 
misfortune to lose two spe­
cialists . . . (they) could 
have been retained if salaries 
had been adequate . . .

. . toward the end of 
16 trained social

eads of| 
eat that 
» ruled 
lication 
existing

ie ques-j 
courts' 
beforei 

the ap-

f
ien re­
led “an 
by Mr.

the year

indicate 
legisla- 
excite- 

id next 
Monday 
• repre- 
on Vic- 

l labor
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‘Æ wonder \

That relentless campaigner for new courthouses, Vic­
toria’s own George Gregory, was in a, playful mood Monday 
afternoon. But, even when teasing the government and 
touching on delicate matters now before the courts, he was 
the very soul of courthouse decorum.

He was always good-humored and his vigorous thrusts 
at the government benches were artfully interlaid with 
such felicities as:

“The prime minister (Premier Bennett) and I know how 
to keep our tempers in this House; but there are always 
these hot heads,” with a vague gesture in the direction of 
the CCF benches.

Again:
“I was going to say something very nice about 

the prime minister, but if he keeps interrupting me I 
won't .. .

This effectively silenced Premier Bennett while Mr. 
Gregory continued:

“I was going to suggest that when the prime minister 
goes to Ottawa, if he should run into that man who repre­
sents Victoria in the House of Commons (A. de B. McPhll- 
lips), he should punch him in the nose for me.

“I don’t think a. man who hasn’t the courage to run for 
this House should criticize our prime minister as he has 
done. I say I was going to suggest this, but if the prime 
minister is rude to me . .

Leaping to the bait, Premier Bennett replied :
“I assure the third member for Victoria I will never 

be rude to him or any other member of this House."

The Liberal lawyer then had considerable fun at the 
expense of W. H. Murray (SC, Prince Rupert), who 
claimed that Mr. Gregory had promised to be campaign 
manager to Public Works Minister W. N. Chant if he built 
a new courthouse in Victoria.

As the government has promised the new courthouse 
will be started this year, Mr. Murray sent Mr. Gregory a 
book of Social Credit membership tickets to sell.

True to his promise, Mr. Gregory tried to sell these 
tickets but without much success. The only people willing 
to buy them were two youngsters and they hadn’t got the 
money.

“They offered to buy on the instalment plan,” Mr. 
Gregory said, “but I told them by the time they had bought 
their membership, the Social Credit party would be 
dead . . .

“I fear I am going to have a tough time getting Mr. 
Chant elected."

“Unless,” interrupted Mr. Chant, laughing, "you change 
your selling tactics.”

' w
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CCF leader Robert Strachan, wearing a new kind of 
tartan lie, also Indulged in a little droll humor between his 
stormy denunlcations of government policy.

Extending a welcome to the newest member of the 
House—Socred MLA Donald Brothers from Bossland-Trsll 
—he said:

“I wish him what I wish every other government mem­
ber of this House—a happy stay, a successful stay and a 
brief slay.”

“Don’t kid yourself!” retorted Health Minister Erie 
Martin.

The public galleries were packed Monday afternoon 
and they included men and women of all ages from high 
school youngsters to 77-year-old Herbert Murrell, who has 
watched B.C. governments in action for 17 years past.

A special guest on the floor of the House, sitting be­
hind tin government benches, was publicity commissioner 
George I. Warren.

In these early days of the session an air of gaiety 
Ungers over the Chamber ... Mrs. Buda Brown (SC, 
Vancouver Point Grey) laughing merrily behind her flower- 
banked desk, her brilliant blue bracelet winking In the 
kmp-Ught . . . Works Minister Chant displaying a 

tie . . . Highways Minister P. A. 
Gaglardi bouncing in and out of the House and joking with everyone he meet* • >

The grimmer dayi lie «head.
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'B.C. Hydro' Setup Urged 
As Gregory Lashes BCE

these shares which cost Wen­
ner-Gren 33 cents each and the 
B.C. Electric $1 each do not 
cost the people about $10

Electric might not have be­
come a little too big for its 
own and the province’s good,” 
he said.

‘‘If a corporation i* to en­
joy a monopoly it has an ob­
ligation not to make mislead­
ing statements and I suggest 
the B.C. Electric has made 
such statements.

"I hope sincerely that the 
financing arrangements of the 
Peace River Power Develop­
ment Co. < supported by the 
Wenner-Gren interests) will be 
very carefully scrutinized^’

Mr. Gregory said many con­
stituents viewed the govern­
ment's concessions to Wenner- 
Gren with much concern.

“I wouldn't be surprised if

Establishment of a provin­
cial government-owned agency 
to develop B.C.’s hydro re­
sources was proposed in the 
legislature Monday by George 
Gregory, Victoria Liberal 
MLA.

The utility, he said, should 
generate all B.C. power in the 
most economical way and sell 
it to the B.C. Electric and B.C. 
Power Commission.

He suggested it be called 
“B.C. Hydro.”

Earlier, Mr. Gregory at­
tacked both the Wenner-Gren 
interests and the B.C. Electric, 
questioning their association 
In the development of B.C. re­
sources.

wonder whether the B.C.

In the early days of the war, 
Axel Wenner-he continued,

Gren was receiving royalties 
on Bofors guns sold both to 
the Allies and to Germany and 
at the same time royalties on 
a book advocating peace.

“I sta.te quite frankly that 
I don't like to see B.C. Electric 
associated with Wenner-Gren,” 
Mr. Gregory said. “If anyone 
thinks Wenner-Gren is here 
for our good he is very much 
mistaken.

“If we are going to attract 
new industries to B.C. with 
low-cost electricity our rates 
may be too high for that pur­
pose and we should then con- ! 
sider methods of producing 
cheaper power.”

He urged the government 
to keep ‘‘a very wary eye” on 
Wenner-Gren and said it 
should obtain the very best en­
gineering estimates as to the 
relative merits of the Peace 
River

HYDRO
Continued from Page 1 

Strachan dealt at length on 
the power controversy.

He charged the B.C. Power 
Commision "is being fattened 
up for the kill, when the time 
comes to turn it over to a 
private corporation.”

“The answer is no,” replied 
Premier Bennett.

"I’ve heard you say no be­
fore." said the CCF leader. 
"In the past no has meant yes 
when the chips were down."

Mr. Strachan said the pre­
mier is afraid to refer the 
whole power question to a 
committee of the House.

"He gave it to a royal com­
mission with narrow terms of 
reference which almost ignored 
completely the allegations of 
the former general manager.”

(H. Lee Briggs was fired 
after he publicly blasted the 
government on a refinancing 
arrangement he said the gov­
ernment was demanding.) 
PROVEN WRONG'

Mr. Strachan recalled the 
premier denied trying to juggle 
the debt of the power commis­
sion, but testimony by Dr. J. 
V. Fisher before the Shrum 
Commission “proved beyond a 
doubt that there was to be a 
switch in debt."

"You were wrong and- you 
were proven wrong," he said 
to the premier.

"You’re always wrong," re­
plied the premier.

Mr. Strachan said evidence 
by Mr. Briggs and former com­
missioner H. H. Griffin showed 
there was a refinancing step.

. “The premier says no, the 
evidence says yes. Everybody 
is out of step but the pre­
mier,” said Mr. Strachan. 
‘NOT IN STRUCTURE’

The CCF leader recalled the 
premier said in an article in 
;the Victoria Times that there 
was no change in debt, at the 
very time'the Shrum commis- 
slon was hearing evidence that 
there was.

' Not in structure,” Premier 
Bennett replied.

"0on’t talk double-talk," said 
Mr. Strachan. "Yes is no to 
you; black is white to you."

"You don't know anything 
‘about finance," said the pre­

power and Colun 
River power.

Earlier. Opposition Lei 
Continued on Page 2
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NORMAN
CRIBBENS

IN THE LEGISLATURE

Spring came early to Victoria Tuesday. Dogs 
barked, worms turned, fish sported, mice, scam­
pered, rabbits scuttled in the bright sunshine. And, 
moving a few steps higher in the animal kingdom, 
the B.C. legislature was all busy and about.

There was CCF leader Robert Strachan calling on the 
government to resign. Tom Uphill, the oldest member of 
the House, pleading for a new bridge for Femie. Mrs. 
Buda Brown (SC. Vancouver-Point Grey I asking for more 
•financial aid for U3C students. Cedric Cox demanding 
recognition for Red China.

■

gg t
Mr. Uphill, after 39 years ÿi the legislature, has devel­

oped a peculiar art of wheedling whatever government hap­
pens to be in power.

He said Highways Minister Phil Gaglardi had promised 
to build a bridge over the Elk River at Fernie. And (wear- 
ing a pious expression) Mr. Uphill was equally sure the 
minister would keep his promise.

To which Mr. Gaglardi, seated in the government 
benches, nodded vigorously.

Mr. Uphill went on to eulogize the place he has repre­
sented since 1920 as “a very small town at the foot of the 
Rockies with a very large cemetery.”

And then, in one of his delightful dissertations, he said:
“In British Columbia there are bridges where there are 

no highways, and highways where there are no bridges."
Mr. Gaglardi laughed, Premier Bennett laughed. And 

so did everyone else, for there is something about Tom Up­
hill that defies solemnity. He is always the incredible 
Urchin.

•*■ * *
The galleries were crowded when I^ands and Forests 

Minister Kay WllUston began his review of power devel­
opments In the province.

Alas, they were half empty before he had finished, for 
It takes a science-fiction writer to make this subject allur­
ing to the public.

Yet no member of the uabinet Is more respected than 
1 Bay WllUston. Whatever people may say against the 

Social Credit government, you.never hear a Word against 
-‘Sim. His integrity is unquestioned.

* * *
Twenty-five high school students from Campbell River 

had seats in the Speaker's Gallery and one of them—-a 
girl, of course—wanted to know why there are only two 
women in a House of 52 members.

“It looks as if there is lots of room for women in pol­
itics," she said. “I think women a.re backward in British 
Columbia. They do so much more in other countries."

This is undeniable. Women are driving trains in Rus­
sia and lady priests seem to be springing up all over the 
world. Furthermore, women Members of Parliament seem 
to be on the increase in Britain.

* * *
The usnaUy serious CCF member for Burnaby, staid 

dignified Cedric Cox, coined a new tourist slogan by de­
scribing Garibaldi Park as “the Switzerland of Canada."

“If we develop our resources as the people of Switzer­
land have done, we shaU have one of the greatest tourist 
attractions in the world," Mr. Oox said.

* * *
Premier Bennett is as optimistic as he is irrepressible.
At the first night sitting of the current session, he pre­

dicted the Social Credit government will be in power in B.C. 
for another 50 years.

This is net the first time he has said this. At one of his 
press conferences last summer, Mr. Bennett suggested both 
hè and the party might live another 50 years.

"With the present advances in medical science, no one 
knows but what I might still be leading the party in 2008," 
he grinned.
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Parking Plan to Go 
lefore Legislature

-

Victoria Social Credit MLA | said while they had once 
J. Donald Smith will carry his j hoped to get 5,000 names they
fight against Victoria’s down 
town parking scheme to the 
legislature when he speaks in 
the Throne Speech debate on 
Thursday.

He said today, he will pro­
pose amendment to the Munici­
pal Act to prohibit presenta­
tion of money by-laws without

ent is 30 days.
He said; Victoria’s by-law 

was "rushed through” last 
December.

Commenting on support of 
fared his crusade bv a local

now expect to get 10,000.
He added his investigations 

show that the city is wrong In 
claiming the plan will provide 
space for 350 more cars down­
town. Actually, he says, the 
figure is 131.

“This is a farce,” he added. 
Cost would be $7,000 per car 
instead of $1,000 a car—the 
generally accepted estimate 
for such projects.

He cautioned ratepayers 
against investing $1 of tax 
money in the venture, let 
alone $1,750,000, which he 
says the scheme will cost with

ratepayers’ organization, he, interest included.
nmsM—m
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Grey Cup 
Fever Left 
Buda Cold

If adults heave mattresses 
out of hotel-room windows 
during football game celebra­
tions, how can the youth of 
B.C. be expected to accept 
moral standards and disci­
pline, Mrs. Buda H. Brown 
(SC, Vancouver-Point Grey) 
asked in the legislature Tues­
day.

“How did the older people 
act at Grey Cup time — the 
throwring of mattresses out of 
windows, almost permanently 
injuring a lady . . . may be 
we should do a little soul 
searching, and place some of 
the blame (for juvenile delin­
quency) exactly where it be­
longs."

Mrs. Brown, speaking In the 1 
Throne Speech debate, showed 
a concern for youth through 
most of her speech.

She welcomed news of more 
provincial bursaries for UBC 
students and proposed a plan 
for assistance to sincere col­
lege students in financial 
trouble.

At the same time, she called 
for a greater measure of dis­
cipline in schools and more 
organized sports in schools.

Mrs. Brown called for camp­
site» and speed restrictions 
against “morons" — those 
people who use speed boats 
just f$r the kicks,

M&ji :.y

Red China
Recognition
Urged Here

Canadian recognition of Red 
China its a -first step in de­
veloping friendly relations 
with that country, was urged 

™ » brief brought Aotoday In a brief brought 
the Legislative Buildings by I 
a delegation representing the | 
B.C. Peace Council.

The delegation, led by Lawr-1 
ence Gardner oi Vancouver, I 
arranged to present then I 
brief to caucuses of the van-1 
ous parties. There was no for-1 
mal meeting with the cabinet I 
scheduled. f

The brief said friendly Cana­
dian relations with Commun-1 
i«t China “would contribute! 
greatly to the strengthening I 
of world peace.”

"Trade and normal relations I 
with China are preferable and! 
essential as compared to the 1 
devastating effects of nuclear! 
warfare, which would destroy! 
civilization as we know it." I 

B.C. would benefit most| 
from China, the brief said, and 
urged the legislative assembly 

| “to add its voice to the manyj 
that bave already been raise 
in demanding immediate r- 
ognition of the People's 
public ei China."

Gov
By PETE LOU 

Times Legislative

The problem of B 
Jobless was referred 
lative committee Tu< 
a three-and-a-half-h 
battle on the flo<

The standing con 
labor, which spent t- 
on the question of 
ment last year, is n< 
to meet for at least

CCF, Liberal and 
ents in the House 
night sitting on 
Uled debate.

They said the 
situation is so seriou 
be investigated in 
not in committee, I 
floor of the House.

They charged a si
mittee last session br 
ward recommendatio 
never were endorse 
government.

They called for gu 
the premier and cab 

They, challenged th 
| ment to provide aid 

palities, as the federi 
ment has done, so 
spread, job-making v 
gram could begin

Nineteen member.1 
in the fight which 
minutes short of 
Each side charged 
with using labor as 
football.

Jibes, sarcasm, < 
and withdrawals s 
the beat of the 
gavel.

Premier Bennett, 
General Bonner, 
Leader Robert Strt
Highways Minister 
held forth in speech 
fire.

There was a lengtl 
within a dispute, o> 
mentary procedure, 

A ruling by the 
Hugh Shantz was c 
and a recess ordei 
parliamentary proce 
examined and 
argued in the corrkl 

There was 
calm while Randolp] 
(CCF, Kaslo-Slocan 
that the problem w 
than politics, the 
should unite In me 
emergency.



s HouseFight Roc
Gov't Accused of Trickery

By PETE LOUDON 
Times Legislative Reporter Back to Fray

But when he finished, the 
legislators revived their inter ! 
party battle.

For people in hlrf riding "it jj 
1s the worst year since the 
30s."

Arthur Turner (CCF, Van­
couver East) set the jobless 
total at 68,000.

The battle began late in the 
afternoon when Labor Minis­
ter Lyle Wicks introduced a 
motion for establishment of 
the standing committee on 
labor. He did not enter into 
the ensuing discussions, al- [ 
though he was the subject of * 
scathing criticism from CCF 
members.

Mr. Turner immediately 
moved an amendment that g 
the unemployment question be 8 
debated on the floor. He said a • 
similar committee last year 
delayed the question two 
months, then its report was \ 
referred to the B.C. Research I 
Council and never heard of a 
again.
Sitting Recessed

John Squire (CCF-AIbemi) $ 
was speaking in the same vein j 
when the Speaker recessed the [ 
sitting until 8 p.m. CCF mem- t 
bers believed he would be able . 
to continue at that time.

At 8 p.m.. Premier Bennett 
paused outside the legislative 
chamber and told the attorney- 
general to be prepared to start 
his speech.

Mr. Bonner’s response was 
"Are you kidding?"

In the House, the premier 
explained house rules in effect 
separated the evening session 
from the afternoon session, 
and as the Throne Speechyre- 
plies had been adjourned to 
the next sitting, this was It. 
But Mr. Bonner could speak 
briefly, then adjourn the 
Throne Speech debate, and the 
question of committee or leg­
islative debate on unemploy­
ment could again be discussed.

This action placed the gov­
ernment In position of being £ 
magnanimous and permitting") 
the job question to come up.g

‘T’m asking the premier to ; 
be intellectually honest,” safd| 
Mr. Strachan, and was imme- jj

Idiately ordered to withdraw jj 
the remark. He withdrew and 
said instead, ‘T’m asking the 
premier to stop his mental 

l convolution*”

n to Go 
slature

32-71 Vote ^ Politics First
j T h'e y charged the govem- 

£ | ment is concerned more with 
||l cutting staff 5 per cent to cut 
>' j debt and achieve a politically 
si advantageous position, than it 
Kyi is with unemployment.

I The Social Credit members 
1$, 1 said labor leaders favored 

committee action, last year's j 
: j committee forked well, thé 

government is interested Jfx\ 
job-making through expand- 

V. ing the PGE and the B.C. 
jjg;' Power Commission.

Highways Minister P. A. ! 
H Gaglardi blamed the CCF for 

politicking with the job ques- 
1 i tion. He said his department 

alone had poured $110,000,
: 000 ‘‘into the bloodstream of
jjj|$ the province”—proof of the 

i government’s concern to make
Bj J°bs-

Mr. Strachan told him, the 
; minister should have been in 

HI Harbor Lights Shelter at Van- 
couver last week, where he 

■ would have met a plumber,
, who used to work in the build-j 
, ings and was laid off.

He hoped the minister would ; 
i .appear before the committee to 

justify departmental staff cuts, 
k And he hoped the premier 

would appear before the com­
mittee to explain $40,000,000 in 
supplementary debt reduction, 

H while the municipalities were 
asking for assistance.

'Sow It Coming'
H Premier Bennett said: “We 
É were the government which 
E saw this (recession) coming, 
P and asked the federal govern-
I ment to participate 50 per 
r cent in social assistance." ,

He said B.C. pays the highest 
in Canada "yet the leader of 

-, the CCF tries to sneer at 
everything. No wonder he can't

II win a by-election."
"Why would we reduce the 

debt? If we didn’t reduce the 
net debt, he said, the govern* ; 
ment could not have sold its ! 
bonds, expanded the PGE and 
the B.C. Power Commission, , 

j: bought the Lions Gate Bridge 
j and ordered new ferries . . .
j! “That’s been a good speech 
j for six years,” said Mr. 

H; Strachan.
i]j "I want to tell you, the *. 

j people listen to it, and they l 
: vote for it,” replied the pre* j, 

â] mier.
6 Arthur Turner (CCF, Vap- I 

couver East) ended the debate, f 
& The amendment was defeated!

34-2 and the motion was car s 
: ried unanimously after Mr. 

Turner explained, with the jj 
amendment lost, his party| 

ê would give full support to ” 
I committee investigation.

The bait over procedure 2 
waged on until George Greg- ÿ 
ory (Lib.-Victoria) challenged !k 
the premier's proposal, which |S 
now was accepted by the J| 
Speaker. There was a division, ip 
and for the second time this | 
session, the Social Credit mem- 1 
bers stood as one. The vote, I 
32 to 11.

Speaker Shantz declared a 
recess to confirm his ruling.

When the House again was | 
seated, Mr. Turner called to jj? 
the premier: "I didn’t know !| 
you believed In trickery, what f 

you're cer- [Î

The problem of B.C.'s 68,000 
Jobless was referred to a legis- ! j 
lative committee Tuesday after I 
a three-and-a-half-hour night ' 
battle on the floor of the ; 
House.

The standing committee on 
labor, which spent two months r 
on the question of ùnèmploy- 6 
ment last year, is not expected |i< 
to meet for at least a week.

CCF, Liberal and independ- 
ents in the House forced a 
night sitting on an unsched- j| 
Uled debate.

They said the out-of-work i| 
situation is so serious, it should f| 
be investigated immediately, j* 
not in committee, but on the [> 
floor of the House.

They charged a similar com- 5!
mittee last session brought for-jl 
ward recommendations which J 
never were endorsed by the |j

;aid while they had once 
toped to get 5,000 names they 
low expect to get 10,000.

He added his investigations 
show that the city is wrong in 
claiming the plan will provide 
space for 350 more cars down- 
own. Actually, he says, the 
igure is 131.

‘‘This is a farce," he added, 
lost would be $7,000 per car 
nstead of $1,000 a car—the 

estimate
are you afraid of 
tainly helping the unemplo>ed ■; 
for sure."

The attorney-general spoke , 
briefly, then adjourned the *1 
Throne Speech debate.

Mr. Squire again spoke to ù 
the amendment that unem- fi 
ployment be probed in the

Job-Makers
He called on the premier ; 

to make money available for 
job-making projects. Tony 
Gargrave (CCF, Mackenzie), 
Mr. Harding, George Gregory 
(Lib., Victoria). Gordon 
Dowding (CCF. Burnaby), Mr. 
Strachan. Leo Nlmsick (CCF, 
Cranbrooki. and Mr. Turner, 
each supported this view.

Premier Bennett, Highways 5 
Minister Gaglardi, N. G. Mas- ? 
sey (SC. Delta), J. D. Tis- | 
dalle (SC. Saanich). W. G.j

ienerally accepted 
[or such projects.

He cautioned 
igainst investing $1 of tax 
noney in the venture, let 
done $1,750,000, which he

They called for guidance by 
the premier and cabinet now.

They , challenged the govern­
ment to provide aid to munici­
palities, as the federal govern­
ment has done, so a wide­
spread, job-making works pro­
gram could begin.

Nineteen members engaged 
in the fight which ended 40 
minutes short of midnight. 
Each side charged the other 
with using labor as a political 
football.

Jibes, sarcasm, accusations 
and withdrawals sounded to 
the beat of the speaker’s 
gavel.

Premier Bennett, Attorney- 
General Bonner, Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan and

Red China
Recognition
Urged Here

Speare (SC, Cariboo), F. M. 
Sharp (SC, Vancouver East), 
Bert Price (SC, Vancouver- 
Burrard), Dan Campbell 
1 SC, Comox) and Herbert 
Bruch (SC. Esquimau ), all 
loudly opposed the amend-

The opposition said free 
enterprise won’t risk capital 
to provide jobs, the govern­
ment must take the lead. The 
worst lay offs lie ahead. There 
must be a lead from the cab 
inet. Unemployment will climb 
9 per cent this year.

Highways Minister Gaglardi
held forth in speech and cross­
fire.

There was a lengthy dispute 
within a dispute, over parlia­
mentary procedure.

A ruling by the speaker 
Hugh Shantz was challenged, 
and a recess ordered^ while 
parliamentary procedure was 
examined and members 
argued in the corridors.

There was a thoughtful 
calm while Randolph Harding 
(CCF, Kaslo-Slocan) pleaded 
that the problem was bigger 
than politics, the parties 
should unite in meeting this
emergency.

rjPPfl*!

in demanding immediate 
ognition of the JPeople s
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[Compulsory Insurance 
iFor Cars Advocated

The British Columbia govern- ] 
| ment was urged to enter the j 
| auto insurance business by | 
I Cedric Cox, CCF member for | 
< I|umaby, speaking in the Legis­
lature Tuesday.

F Mr. Cox said the government 
should amend the Motor 
Vehicles Act to make it man- 

l datory that a car owner, before 
; receiving new licence plates,
I must produce public liability 
I insurance.

“That has been done success- 
1 fully in Saskatchewan,” he 

declared, “and it should be done 
| here.”

Speaking in the Throne 
5 Speech debate, Mr. Cox also 
H called on (the federal govern- 
| ment in Ottawa to recognize 
$ Red China.

“We, being nearest to China 
j would be the first to benefit 
from trade with Red China,” 
he said. “We should put a stop 
to these dictatorial companies 

j In the United States forbidding 
t to export to China.

“The Chinese are human be- \ 
ings and need our help as much 
as we need theirs —”

The CCF member called for 
a reduction of the expenditures 
for war. He recalled that when 
war was declared in 1939 huge 
sums of money became avail­
able overnight and men and 
women were conscripted and 
fed and clothed to save “out 
way of life.”

“But is our way of life worth 
saving if we are going to be 
faced with wars and heavy un­
employment every few years. 
Surely we would do better to 
spend money for peace and the 
good of humanity.”

Mr. Cox commended the B.C. 
government for setting up a 
welfare department separate 
from the health department, as 
indicated in the Throne Speech. 
But he urged the need for a 
liaison officer to act between 
the various sections of the two 
departments to “track down 
relative problems.”

Referring to a speech by Vic­
toria Liberal ML A George 
Gregory, in which he called for 
an end to work stoppages, Mr. 
Cox said:

“I wish the honorable mem­
ber were as concerned about 
the unemployment situation as 
he is about strikes and lock­
outs.”
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Columbia Action Doubted
Peace Power 1 
Project 
Defended
Lands and Forests Minister 

Ray Williston Tuesday ex­
pressed "sincere doubt” that 
any positive action has been 
taken by the federal govern­
ment toward freeing the Co-' 
lumbia River for hydro de­
velopment.

The minister talked for al­
most one and a half hours in 
the Throne Speech debate, re­
iterating his stand that the £ 
Peace River must have pre-1M 
cedence in the over all power J|| 
development scheme.

He said the Columbia is still 
tied up in negotiations with the, 
U.S. on downstream benefits^] 
and the vision of power from 
the Fraser system is blocked 
by a necessary three years of 
engineering studies.
JUST NOT ENOUGH

“Even if it were economic, 
it would not be sufficient to 
meet the expanding need,” he 
said of the Fraser.

The minister referred to a 
Victoria Times story of Jan. 20 
which quoted federal Re- 
sources Minister Hamilton: 
“Talks are going on now be­
tween Canada and the United 
States on co-operative develop­
ment of the Columbia ... it 
would be inappropriate to 
make further comment.”

“If this is so,” said Mr, Willis- 
ton, “We have no idea as to 
what has been proposed ps a 
basis for negotiation, not who 
is charged with specific respon­
sibility for carrying out the 
talks. We sincerely doubt any 
positive action has been taken 

surqly it is inconceivable 
> that a satisfactory settlement 
[ of the problem relating td this 
I major water resource could be 
1 finalized between Canada and 
[" the United States, without tak- 

: into account the views of 
! province responsible . ,

RAY WILLISTON
. . . just the facts.

CHALLENGE HURLED
Mr. Williston recalled that 

Progress lve Conservative 
Leader Deane Finlayson had 
asked why B.C. had not ac­
cepted a federal proposal to 
assist in speeding Columbia 
development.

“I said the federal govern­
ment hadn't made proposals 
for Columbia River develop­
ment,” the minister continued.

CCF voices called out: "Have 
you contacted Ottawa?"

“On numerous occasions,” re­
plied the minister.

“Then file the correspond­
ence,” said Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan.1

Mr. Williston’s speech con­
tained a wealth of data onj 
B.C.’s power potential and 
power need, his expressed aim |Hffi 
being to provide detractors I».,—» 
With full facts and put an end !«N P 
to uninformed and irrespons- 
ible statements.

He could see an average ||jl 
annual increase in provincial IF 
power demands of 9.6 per cent, || 
each year until 1975, and an™ 
annual need of 4.7 per cent 
thereafter. In 1958 provincial 
consumption was 11.7 billion 
kilowatt hours, more than 
three times the power use of 
10 years ago.
CRITICAL PERIOD

By 1975 the power need will 
have reached 50 billion kilo­
watt hours. Most critical period 
Will be between 1962 and 1967, 
he said.

Undeveloped rivers provide a 
I potential of 78 billion, not 
I counting the rivers of the far 
I north, the Columbia 21.5 plus 
123 (billions) returnable from 
I the U.S. in downstream bene- 
I fits, the Peace 22 billion, the 
I Fraser 7 billion (without dam- 
I age to fish) and the Homathko 
16 billion.

"It is mandatory that a 
I major river development be 
I harnessed to supply provincial 
I power needs by 1975. Jf not,
I costly thermal unita would be 
I required.

Delving into the background 
I of international agreements 
[for developing power in rivers 

$ing the border, Mf. WUUs- 
men tipped the estaltfiiitV 

nternationat joint
gW.........

OTTAWAB.C. KNOWS U.S TAOF

by Williston
j IMPOSSIBLE TO WIN

He indicated U.S. authorities.
have been unwilling to make 
any agreements because “wé 
came to the conclusion that our 
friends south of the border 
were sure we were desperate 
for power, and that in the near 
future we would have to de;

] velop the Columbia, agreement 
! or no agreement."

He felt if there was such 
; development the case for re? 
turn of benefits later would be 
almost impossible to win. g

This brought a need for an 
alternative source of power. 
But at the same time, the gov­
ernment of B.C. set up studies 
of the Columbia and to date 
has spent $400,000 on this 
project.

The firm of Crippen-Wright 
was engaged, “aqd only in re­
cent days have they presented 
their findings to the comp­
troller of water rights,”

The minister felt the report 
will be helpful In developing a 

m unified portion betweep fhe 
Hgovernments of B.C. and Can­
ada in further negotiations 

with the U.S.
“In any event there is no | 

use sowing the seeds of con-1 
flict in Canada by taking up an I 
established position in British ! 
Columbia prior to the presen-j 
tation of the international board 
of engineers to the joint com­
mission next March.”

Going ahead with the Peace 
River development “is import­
ant to British Columbia for 
many reasons.”
NORTH NEEDS IT

There is no hydro develop­
ment in the northland, which 
would hasten development, af­
ford protection to the forests 
from fires, create jobs and 
“challenge the free enterprise 
concept.”

Mr. Williston joked: “I 
would not be surprised if the 
residents did not plead for 
secession if some present atti­
tudes did not change.”

The Peace development will 
forestall the need to develop 
the Columbia without bene­
ficial agreements with the 
US. It is the only power | 
source available from B.C. 
rivers in time to meet B.C.’s 
critical needs expected in 1965. 
Engineering is less complex 
than on the Columbia or the 
Fraser. Transmission special­
ists say Peace power can be 
brought cheaply to the lowei 
mainland, and gradually it wlllj 
all be* used in the north 
development increases.
Then he explained hi, fee-

i ‘ sons tor not advocating the 
■Peace be developed as a public 
I power project, “apart from the 
_ovemment philosophy which 

Estates. there should be both 
J]public and private power.”

"It has been stated the Co­
lumbia will be developed as a 

jj public power river” and it will 
I require huge sums to finance

and the B.C. Power Commis­
sion Is still expanding.

"Those not charged with re­
sponsibility loosely talk about |||| 
the ability of governments to®®®* 
assemble huge sums of money 
for practically any purpose.”

He indicated the province 
was fortunate to have private 
investment for the develop­
ment.
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■
Firm Should Be Forced 
To Aid Albernis, Says MLA
The R.C. Government was asked in the Legisla­

ture Wednesday to “force” MacMillan & Bloedel tim- 
:jber company to pay full school taxes on all of its
property in the Albernis. , --------------------------------------

John Squire, CCF member! could have cost the company 
for Alberni, said these taxes ! an additional $250,000 per year, 
should be paid despite an ex- The company agreed to 
emption granted to the com-j fixed assessments of $100,000

Conference

pany 13 years ago. 
Speaking in the

! for land and $700,(KM) for im- 
Throne ■ provements when it entered a

Speech debate, Mr. Squire said j contract with the city in 1946 
the cities of Alberni and Port that will expire in February, 
Alberni were losing thousands, 1965.
of dollars because of this ex-| Assessment now is $27,000,
emption. : 000. Additional taxation was

“It is not very comforting to sought by the city under the 
l our people when they read in ; Assessment Equalization Act

the newspapers that the school of 1957, which states that lands 
I treasury is empty; then learn j an<j improvements should be 
J that a big lumber firm has assessed at their actual value 

won an appeal on the schools information obtained from
tax issue.

“This company has a moral
responsibility to pay these por, Alberni rouncU a let. 
school taxes. They should go | (er which ,, has undertaken

f 1 not go into effect until 
1960 taxation year.

In the meantime the com­
pany has also guaranteed to 
pay the city’s court costs for 
both the court of appeal and 
supreme court cases.)

Mr. Squire added that he 
was not criticizing the com­
pany over its administration 
in the Alberni Valley nor on 
its labor relations. But he 
would suggest that the com­
pany’s directors were “too far 
from the Alberni Valley.”

He said the company em­
ployed men and women whose 
children were receiving their 
education in School District 
70.

“By virtue of a very sharp 
pencil and the accumulation 
of very brilliant minds, they 
have systematically shifted 
their own tax load of social 
responsibility onto the treas- 
urise of Alberni and Port Al­
berni,” Mr. Squire declared.

“Where is the balance to 
come from—the city, the pro­
vincial government or the 
company?” Mr. Squire asked.

!HC
MacMillan and Bloedel is that 
the company has already sent

now to the city council in Al­
berni and tell the council they to pay the school taxation on
are prepared to accept their the full^e^ent *or the 
responsibilities and pay these j years and
taxes imposed by the provin­
cial government.”

Last week in the B.C. Court 
Of Appeal MacMillan & Bloedel 
won an appeal against demand 
toy the city for school taxes on 
Its land at Port Alberni that

amounts to $404,399 for 1958 
i and will approximate $420,000 
i for 1959.

(This means if the city 
wishes to take the case to the 
Supreme Court of Canada any 
judgment by that court will

M
mÿm &

Oak Bay Liberal MLA P. A. 
Gibbs will ask the B.C. Legis­
lature to arrange a federal- 
provincial conference to dis­
cuss" necessary changes in pro­
vincial legislation to give a na­
tion bill of rights full effect 

■i,«m The federal government has** 
H introduced a measure to pre-g 

serve human rights and the® 
provinces would require paral­
lel legislation, the member 
said in a motion filed today. WBÊ 

There is no way of knowing 
fl when the motion might come 

before the Legislature.
Mr. Gibbs said their are sev­

eral phases of a national bill 
of rights which may step into 
provincial rights—especially In 
the field of labor.

“There should be some co­
ordination of all our law to 
accord with what the federal 
house brings down.” He sug­
gested the proposed national 
conference could be attended 
by premiers and attomeys-gen- 
eral.

He felt a further important 
feature is freedom of the press, 
which could vary in some prov-

Mr. Bonner on Trial
pending, members of the Legis­

lature may not offer comment on 
the Sommers’ case. It is not pro­
posed here to discuss the merits 
of a case now before the court. But 
no legal barrier impedes discussion 
of the action, or lack of action, by 
the attorney-general on matters 
prior to the criminal trial.

Opposition members in the 
House have served due notice to 
that effect They have again ques­
tioned the fitness of th& incumbent 
to carry on the duties entrusted to 
him. They have every right to 
raise that question and to empha­
size the manner in which dilatory 
action, long delay and an unneces­
sary blanket of secrecy were used 
to obscure matters on which the 
people were entitled to immediate 
information.

Such action has unquestionably 
shaken public faith in the Govern­
ment. The most favorable construc­
tion that can be placed on the 
handling of Mr. Sturdy’s original 
“body of evidence” Is that the at­
torney-general was Incompetent.

The public memory is not so 
short that It has forgotten the pleas 
for a speedy judicial inquiry into 

Mr. Sturdy, 
ht the proper

response the administration would 
not now be under the cloud which 
early evasiveness and lack of frank­
ness have created.

Events have disclosed the errors 
committed by the attorney-general. 
All humans, of course, are subject 
to error. In this instance, however, 
stubborn refusal to recognize mis­
takes for so long a period casts 
serious doubts on the capacity of 
Mr. Bonner to do his job.

Nor is the attorney-general 
alone involved in this criticism. 
Why did Mr. Bennett permit his 
lieutenant to pursue such a course 
—or did he encourage it? In what 
position are other members in the 
Government benches placed by 
their supine acceptance—with one 
exception—of the dictates of their 
superiors?

The premier has said on many 
occasions that members think for 
themselves. What kind of thought 
process has been defined here? Is 
it any different from that of the 
flock which follows automatically 
when the bell wether leads the way?

What public confidence can be 
placed in an administration stigma­
tized by a refusal to give prompt 
and due attention to the public in­
terest for as long as Mr. Bonner 
and Mr. Bennett declined to act?

Bridge Blast 
Apology Due, 
Strachan Told

CCF Leader Robert Stra- 
chan was asked in the legisla­
ture Wednesday to apologize 
to Highways Minister P. A. 
Gaglardi for an "untimely out­
burst” following the collapse 
of the Second Narrows bridge 
in Vancouver. 7

Alex Matthew (SC-Vancou- jg 
ver Centre) said just after this 
“unspeakable tragedy” Mr. 
Strachan came out in the press 
blaming the highway minister 
for it.

“He was playing politics,’” 
Mr. Matthew said, "and it was 
a most untimely outburst. I 
call on him to apologize to the 
minister for this indiscretion.”

There were cries of “shame” 
from some of the government 
benches but Mr. Strachan was 
not in the House at the time. 
He was notified of Mr. Mat­
thew’s request later by Arthur 
Turner (CCF-Vancouver East).

Mr. Matthew also lashed out 
at the CCF for questioning 
government members’ election 
campaign expenses.

“I have my own personal I 
accounts to show what I have 1 
to pay out for campaign ex | 
penses,” jjie said.



mister Optimistic on
Conference 
\sked on 
Rights' Bill
Oàk Bay Liberal MLA P. A. 

ribbs will ask the B.C. Legis-B 
iture to arrange a federal- |L 
rovincial conference to dis- EÜ 
uss‘ necessary changes in pro- 
incial legislation to give a na- 
ion bill of rights full effect 
The federal government has 
troduced a measure to pre- 

erve human rights and the 
irovinces would require parai- 
>1 legislation, the member 
aid in a motion filed today.
There is no way of knowing 

when the motion might come 
>efore the Legislature.

Mr. Gibbs said their are sév­
irai phases of a national bill 
of rights which may step into 
irovincial rights—especially in 
he field of labor.

"There should be some co­
ordination of all our law togj 
accord with what the federal 
house brings down." He sug­
gested the proposed national 
conference could be attended 
by premiers and attomeysgen- 
eral.

He felt a further important 
feature is freedom of the press, 
which could vary in some prov­
inces.

wmmm

Bridge Blast 
Apology Due, 
StrachanTold

CCF Leader Robert Stra- 
chan was asked in the legisla­
ture Wednesday to apologize 
to Highways Minister P. A. 
Gaglardi for an "untimely out­
burst” following the collapse 
of the Second Narrows bridge 
in Vancouver.

Alex Matthew (SC-Vancou- 
ver Centre) said just after this 
"unspeakable tragedy” Mr. 
Strachan came out in the press 
blaming the highway minister 
for it.

"He was playing politics,”* 
Mr. Matthew said, "and it was 
a most untimely outburst. I 
call on him to apologize to the 
minister for this indiscretion-’’

There were cries of "shame” 
from some of the government 
benches but Mr. Strachan was 
not in the House at the time. 
He was notified of Mr. Mat­
thew's request later by Arthur 
Turner (CCF-Vancouver East).

Mr. Matthew also lashed out 
at the CCF for questioning 
government members’ election 
campaign expenses.

"I have my own personal 
accounts to show what I have 
to pay out for campaign ex­
penses,” he said.

conomy
RHHMl

An optimistic forecast for] general's department during generals remarks contained while the figure In Britain 
of British Co-1 the budget debate. j no insults. j was only 2 per cent "Clearly

we have something to learnj the economy 
himbia was presented in the 
B.C. legislature Wednesday by 

| Attorney-General Robert Bon­

ner.
Speaking entirely in his ; 

capacity as minister of in- i

This would ^permit question- j He presented figures on un- 
ing and he felt opposition employment which differed them

. ... from those supplied by the The minister said he felt
members might have ques- Tuesday. He said there time was overdue for recon-
tions regarding the Sons of were 47,000 seeking work in j vening of a dominion-provin- 
Freedom, for instance. j B.C. in December. Arthur' cial conference held in 1957 on

His grin indicated he ex Turner (CCF Vancouver the employment question. But 
East) had placed the total at at the federal level at this time

dustrlal development, trade! Peeted other questions also j ggQQQ

and industry, he promised hej 
would discuss the attorney-

but he did not mention his 
handling of the Sommers

His speech was preceded by 
a warning from Speaker Hugh 
Shantz that the heated de­
bate Tuesday had brought 
comment from the floor in

Cabinet Would Flee 
To Mainland in War

j “There are no such plans.'
VMPI nvm vT „p ! sP*akin* on freight rates the
EMPLOYMENT UP attorney-general said there was

Mr. Bonner said, "on the no inconsistency in the British 
brighter side” there were : Columbia government first op- 
15,000 more people employed j posing a rate boost and then 
in B.C. than a year previously, i declaringMhe boost in effect on 

"During 1958, the bes 11 the provincially-owned Pacific 
months saw more than 5 per1 Great Eastern Railway, 

language something less than i cent of our labor force unem- KEPT TN BLACK’ %
parliamentary. The attorney- ! ployed, and 10.5 per cent dur-l ,u„ Dor u

j"* ~ worst period. The na * “ffldSd £ fhfgoTrï 

k luWesstota1 m Decern- ment too if it failpd t0 keep its 
ber was 440,000^ — highest in j operation in the black.” or if it 
postwar years, 7.2 per cent of did not pay national railway 
the working fôrce. * brotherhood rates to its em-

In the United States in De- ployees. He added that on the 
cember 6.3 per cent of the PGE. 95 per cent of any rate
work force was unemployed, increase is beyond the control---- ----------

m
Plans to move the seat of 

government to the mainland in 
event of war are being studied 
by the provincial civil defence 
committee, Attorney - General 
Robert Bonner said Wednes­
day.

The scheme is part of a na­
tional plan involving discus­
sions between Ottawa officials 
and all provincial CD authori­
ties. It is thought likely some 
government institution in the 8 
Fraser Valley or the interior K 

§ would be chosen for a reloca­
tion in this province.

Establishment of a pro- |
visional, skeleton government ...
on the mainland would elimbv B 
ate possible difficulties in BBt®”*" 
Island - mainland communica­
tion if war occurred.

1*11
pMjp

m

ÏMLA URGES BONDING

Car Crooks Hit
The B.C. government was estimate 10 per cent of d*al®js j 

asked Wednesday to require |:in that city are dlsh™*sJ^ He t 
bonding of all used car dealers proposed a bond of 510,000 as jj 
as a public protection against | is required in Alberta.
“crooked dealers.”

A. S. Matthew (Vancouver 
Centre) told the Legislature: 
"It’s about time the province 
raised the used car business 
out of the gutter.”

He said Vancouver Better 
Business Bureaus and police

| Mental Health 
Report Demanded

Opposition Leader Robert I 
I Strachan Wednesday renewed I 
his request for an early sub-1 
mission ta the Legislature of j 
the 1958 mental health services |

| report.
At closing of the House he I 

| asked Provincial Secretary W. | 
E. Black when the report could I 

j be expected and was told, "it I 
| is in the hands of the Queen’s j 

printer.”
“Isn’t it filed and then print-1 

| ed?” asked Gordon Dowding j 
(CCF-Burnaby). Mr. Black | 
said no.

"You did last year,” several | 
i CCFers replied.

Murray Heads 
Labor Team 

11 In Legislature
W. H. Murray (SC-Prince 

Rupert) today was named 
chairman of the Legislative 
select standing committee on

Two Greater Victoria mem­
bers, George Gregory (Lib.- 
Victoria) and Herbert Bruch 
(SC-Esquimalt) serve on the 
committee along with 12 
others, including the minister 
of labor Lyle Wicks.

Mr. Murray said a further 
organizational meeting will be 
held Friday morning when it 
will be decided who will be 

3} called before the committee 
in investigation of the prob­
lem of unemployment.

The committee is not ex­
pected to begin business ses- \ 
sions before next Wednesday.

Other standing committees 
meeting for organizational 
purposes Friday morning are 
Municipal Matters. Mining 
and Railways, Welfare and 
Education. Standing Ordera 
and Private Bills and Public 
Accounts and Printing.

of the railway and is decided 
by national railways or 
changes in American rates.

Mr. Bonner quoted from his 
recently issued summary of 
business activities in his sub­
mission of encouraging indus­
trial expansion.
EXPRESS CONFIDENC E

"Since 1955, the investment 
for capital purposes in British 
Columbia has not been below 
the $1,000,000,000—ra sizeable 
expression of confidence in the 
people of British Columbia and 
the resources at their dis-

He felt major forestry opera­
tions would invest a little more 
in 1959 than last year and hous­
ing is expected to remain at 
the current boom level. - :

"The prospects for resource- 
based industries appear very 
favorable from the vantage 
point of the first quarter of 
1959. Already the recent devel­
opment of our petroleum and 
gas resources has provkted
strong impetus for capital^ 
projects ... for 1959, surveys | 
of my department show that | 
investment levels should signi-1 
ficantly exceed those of 1958,1 
especially in the petroleum 8 
field.”
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If there is a Mr. Pickwith in the house it could 
be Alex Matthew, the deputy speaker and second 
member for Vancouver Centre.

Jolly rotund Mr. Matthew fairly brims over with 
Pickwickian benevolence and his mellifluous voice is a 
tonic for jangled nerves.

When he rose in the Throne Speech debate and began 
his address with "Mr. Spea-kerr!” on a rising intonation, 
it sounded as if he were calling on Mr. Speaker Hugh 
Shantz to come out of some underground- air raid shelter.

Mr. Matthew dwelt on the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of Rabbie Burns, the Scottish bard, and said he had 
noticed that CCF leader Rabbie Strachan was to propose 
a toast to the Immortal Memory next Saturday.

“It was last Saturday." corrected Mr- Strachan.
“Ah well,” said Mr. Matthew, peering over his Pick­

wickian spectacles, "it’s all the same. I was going to 
remind the honorable leader of the Opposition of the 
Burns philosophy that the individual is the greatest thing 
in God’s creation . . .

"And that,’’ he added, "is our philosophy in the Social 
Credit party."

In honor of the recent Rabhie Burns* anniversary, 
Mr. Matthew told the 999th story exemplifying Scottish 
thrift

He told of a Scot who had trouble with his chest and 
had an X-ray taken.

“I can’t afford to give you anything for Christmas,” 
he told his wife. "But I’m going to give you a copy of 
this X-ray to show you my heart Is In the right place.”

In reminiscent mood Mr. Pickwick Matthew men­
tioned that this was the seventh occasion on which he 
had taken part in a Throne Speech debate.

Then, still beaming on the house, he said:
“It has been a most happy association."
Mr. Pickwick, you’ll remember, spoke almost the same 

words when dissolving the Pickwick Club more than 100 
years ago. But then, as Charles Dickens tells us, he filled 
his glass with a trembling hand and drained it.

John Squire, the outspoken CCF member for Alberni, 
was a little miffed to notice that when he talked about 
workmen’s compensation Labor Minister Lyle Wicks was 
not in his place in the cabinet benches.

“He never seems to be around when I have some­
thing to say,” Mr. Squire said.

He also regretted that there was no mention of work­
men’s compensation in the Throne Speech.

Mr. Squire remarked that the Albernis, in terms of 
what they produce, should be the richest area in B.C.

“But when measured In terms of recreational facilities 
and other services, we fall far behind other communities,” 
he said.

Capt. Fred Higgins, who has been keeper of the 
golden gate outside the legislative chamber for 11 years 
past, is retiring at the end of this week.

His place will be taken by ex-Squadron Leader Bart­
ley Philp, a pioneer aviator in the First World War.

“I am leaving with many regrets,” Capt. Higgins told 
me. “It has been a pleasant association, but frankly I 
find the job tiring, with so many night sittings, and my 
limbs are not as well as they were.”

Mr. Philp confessed that his friends have been call­
ing him * Saint Peter" since he agreed to look after the 
golden gate.

.
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HLA Impertinent' 
To City Taxpayers 
Scurrah Charges

Victoria MLA J. Donald Smith today was charged ; 
with “impertinence” to the city’s taxpayers by Mayor 
Percy Scurrah.

Mr. Smith, a defeated alderman, told the legisla­
ture Thursday he will ask Municipal Affairs Minister 1 
Wesley Black to order a re-submission of the $1,000,000 
off-street parking bylaw passed by ratepayers last t 
month if city council doesn’t do it first as he has de- 

| manded.
Mr. Smith recently opened 

j a well-advertised campaign de­
manding that the mayor de­
bate the merits of the parking 

j problem with him on a public 
j platform.

The former alderman has 
I asked city council to scrap its j council.

again. If it does not, I shall 
ask the municipal affairs 
minister to order the council 
to put the question to another

‘ Mr. Black said today he 
was not aware of the back­
bencher's ultimatum to city

plans for developing parking 
facilities and turn the scheme 
over to a group of private 
businessmen. The city should 
expropriate land for the pri­
vate development if necessary 
and guarantee repayment of 
the private borrowings if the 
venture should fail, he has

“I will not go out on a 
public platform and discuss a 
decision by the city’s tax­
payers,” the mayor replied to­
day. “That would be an im­
pertinence on my part.

"Mr. Smith had the same op­
portunity as everyone else to 
voice his objections to the plan 
before the vote.
IN HAWAII

“If he was away at the time, 
it’s an impertinence on his 
part to think that the voters 
can't make a decision without 
him here,” the mayor said.

(Mr. Smith said he was away 
from the city on real estate 
business in Vancouver and on 
vacation in Hawaii, for most 
of the time between Oct. 28 
when the downtown improve­
ment plan was recommended 
and Dec. 11 when ratepayers 
approved it.)

The mayor said that although 
it would be improper for him 

j to debate publicly, “anyone at 
| all is free to phone or visit 
city hall and obtain any infor­
mation whatsoever about the 
plan.”
AVAILABLE TO ALL

I “It's public property and I» 
available to anyone.”

He pointed out that Greater 
Victoria motorists will pay off 
the $1,000,000 View Street de­
velopment through parking 

^ meter increases.
Mr. Smith, claiming inter- 

i est charges on the 20-year 
debentures will total $750,000, 
told the legislators:

“I am trying to get the 
council to present the bylaw

(The bylaw was approved j 
by his department in the nor­
mal manner.)

Asked if he would order I 
city council to re-submit the | 
bylaw’, Mr. Black said:

“I haven't looked into it.”

WON'T BE WOOED

'Love That 
Boy' Chorus 
For Harding
A plea for unity of political | 

parties in the B.C. Legislature | 
by Randolph Harding (CCF-1 
Kaslo-Slocan) didn’t bring im-l 
mediate action on unemploy-1 
ment as he requested Tues-1 
day, but it brought words of 1 
praise from the government I 
later.

First the premier and then j 
the attorney-general praised g 
him. Then on Thursday, J. I 
Donald Smith (SC-Victoria), I 
Works Minister W. N. Chant I 
(SC-Victoria) and Herbert I 
Bruch (SC-Esquimalt) joined f 
his fan club.

“He has something on the I 
ball ... hé makes it a more | 
stately legislature,” they said. I 

CCF friends patted him on I 
the back, but rather suspic-I 
iously—until he told the gov-1 
eminent group: “I’m not join-1 
inf Social 'Credit”

HE'S GOT FRIENDS

Why Did Waldo 
Ride Deadhead?

The CCF members in the House asked Thursday 
why Victoria insuranceman Waldo Skillings had a free 
ride on the inaugural run of the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway, and not the leader of the Opposition?

The question, never answered, came up during the 
Throne Speech debate speech of Public Works Minister 
W. N. Chant

Mr. Chant praised the ministers who had faith in the 
PGE and saw it through to completion of steel to the 
Peace River.

Opposition Leader Robert Strachan said he wasn’t 
invited.

Health and Welfare Minister Eric Martin replied: 
“You didn’t earn it”

“I suppose you did. How did Waldo Skillings earn 
it? Tell us about the guest list," chimed in several voices 
from the Opposition side of the House.

Mr. Skillings is a dose friend of Premier Bennett

Clinic Urged for Parents 
| Of B.C. Retarded Children

ed for help for students wish­
ing to carry on their studies 
jat the University of British 
j Columbia.j “Many have said that any in­
crease in fees would mean they 

j would have to give up their 
: university training. We should 
| give a clear lead in the field 
of education.”

“I strained my ears during 
the Throne Speech to hear 
something about junior col­
leges in other places besides 
Vernon, and, being in a rural 
constituency, I am convinced 

I that many boys and girls are 
. denied higher education be- 
j cause they cannot cope with 
jail that is involved in getting 
; to UBC or Victoria College.

Establishment of a seminar 
| for the guidance of parents of 
I mentally retarded children 
1 was urged irt the Legislature 
I Thursday by Mrs. Lois Hag- 
1 gen, CCF member for Grand 
| Forks-Greenwood.

It should be designed, she 
1 said, to provide lectures, group 
I counselling and demonstrations 
1 to assist parents in the care 
land management of retarded 
1 children.

"The situation is an un- 
I natural one and parents can- 
! not be expected to know how
I to cope with it in its entirety.”

Such help, Mrs. Haggen said,
II was particularly needed in 
| rural areas.

The CCF member also plead-

(Welfare Head Called 
By Labor Committee

Provincial welfare director 
| J. S. Sadler will be invited to 
I appear before the legislature's 
I standing committee on labor 
I to report on severity of cur- 
I current unemployment.

He will report specifically 
| on the number of known un- 
I employed who are no longer 
I entitled to unemployment in- 
I eurance benefits.

.The committee, which met 
11$rig ..morning, also will invite

representations by urban com­
munity chests.

Labor Minister Lyle Wicks 
told the committee he would 
present an interim report on 
studies on unemployment by 
B.C. Research Council. The 
report of the 1958 standing 
committee was referred to the 
council previously.

B.C. Federation of Labor 
lobby Monday will be asked to 
attend the Tuesday commit­
tee session.
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Near Future' 
Courthouse 
Start—Chant

It might have been a slip but it sounded very 
much like an innuendo

Victoria MLA J. Donald Smith opened his contribu­
tion to the Throne Speech debate by saying: “As a mem­
ber for the City of Victoria, the oldest Inhibited com­
munity of our province ...”

Mr. Smith hastily changed the word to Inhabited but, 
since he was pleading for the relief of tax-ridden home 
owners who cannot afford to arrest the deterioration of 
their homes, the first adverb could be the more approp­
riate to his meaning.

* * *
When he wasn’t fighting for old-home owners and 

old age pensioners, or berating careless hunters who mis­
take human beings for deer, Mr. Smith appeared in a 
benevolent mood.

He expressed great admiration for the Opposition 
members since they had Such a tough job to do. Said 
Mr. Smith: “It is tough because we hdve such good gov­
ernment in this province that it is hard to pick holes in 
it.”

Then he tossed an unexpected bouquet in the direc­
tion of the CCF benches by saying that both sides of the 
House could take lessons in debate from Randolph Hard­
ing, the youthful-looking CCF member for Kaslo-Slocan.

Public Works Minister W. N. Chant Thursday de-

Decreased sH 
B.C. are "the I 
Premier Bern* 
with creating I 
debt-free provH 
Haggen (CC* 
Greenwood) tH 
ture Thursday!

Speaking ;■ 
Speech debate! 
ber said: I

"I cannot I 
plate what thl 
policy will bel 
for another y<l 

She said til 
Sir Richard Ml 
a debt-ridden I 
two years, witl 
of his fini 
brought abouti 
plus in B.C. I 
ation and in fl 
off the whcl 
debtedness. I 

In another I 
province was I 
position of beil 
a cheque for til 
indebtedness J 

But the grel 
j Bride is not b| 
I for that.
I “I don’t thin! 
I debt reduction 1 
! eràted with tm 
3 coinciding wil 
I election. I do I 
9 good when it is 
| pense of humai 
! Mrs. HaggeJ 
I continuation oil 
J of Barkerville 1 
I province’s gij 
I assets” and fol 
| ment of a san 
I animals in men 
I Ernest Winch, 
I CCF member i

university, a museum, and also, happened was “a sparkplug 
somehow, an auditorium.” misfired”. (This xyas taken as 

Without expanding on this, a reference to the downfall of 
he added: former cabinet minister Robert

"But as minister, I must con- Sommers, now appealing sen- 
slder the building needs of the tence on bribery charges.)

Socred Motor Hitting on All 72
The motor is hitting now on 

all 12 cylinders. (There are 12 
cabinet ministers.)

No motors could replace this 
1 " piston

Mrs. Lois Haggen. the gracious CCF member for 
Grand Forks-Greenwood, has an unmistakably academic 
air. She speaks slowly and with faultless precision so 
that you cannot quite escape the impression of a history 
teacher addressing her class.

Fortunately she is never interrupted. If she were, I 
feel sure the offender would be rebuked with one of those 
"Have you nearly finished?” expressions.

History is one of her pet concerns and her plea that 
the B.C. Archives and Museum should be housed in a sep^ 
arate fireproof building received respectful attention from 
the House.

In her lighter moments Mrs. Haggen reveals a coy 
sense of humor. She thanked the government for provid­
ing adjustable “goose-neck" microphones so that she and 
the other lady members of the House (Mrs. Buda Brown) 
did not have to lean over their desks when speaking.

“The fact that these goose-necks were borrowed from 
piggery lamps does not make us any the less grateful,” 
she said.

Mrs. Haggen then had fun at the expense of her Im­
mediate neighbor, bald-headed Leo Nlmslck from Cran- 
brook. who had a bowl of pussywillows on hi* desk.

“They match his hair and they suit his demure na­
ture. The bouquet Is small because he does not need 
much adornment”

obtaining U.S. agreement that 
this country is entitled to 
downstream benefits if the 
Columbia hydro is developed.

"They wouldn’t give B. C. 
credit for forcing their hand. 
B.C. is the one who fought for 
it” he stated.

He felt the pending Peace 
River development, abetted by 
the B.C. government, was re­
sponsible for the U.S. change 
of heart, rather than negotia­
tions by Ottawa.

His address ended with a dis­
course on the theory that un­
employment would not exist 
if the country would solve its 
distribution problems.

engine. CCF needs 
rings and has a distorted mani­
festo crankshaft. Liberals have 

I loose bearings, brass-lined 
shells and a built-in knock. 
The Conservative model has 

I loose and tight parts and all 
three alternatives have frost- 
cracked heads.

Mr. Chant answered a ques­
tion submitted by P. A. Gibbs 
(Lib., Oak Bay) regarding a 
sign on the Kelowna Court 

! House.
"Yes, the building has a 

neon sign. We are proud of our 
buildings and wish to draw at­
tention to them . i

He reiterated his contention] 
that a marriage between the] 
CCF and Liberals "would sur­
prise no one.” He gave as an | 
authority the Dec. 27 article in

In a lively review of his department's work, Labor 
Minister Lyle Wicks recalled that he was once employed 
ae first-aid man in a factory.

For that reason he was the more aware of the terrible 
cost of accidents in human suffering and anguish as well 
as in dollars and cents.

He spoke enthusiastically of the success of the Cen­
tennial Safety Awards Campaign.

The second night sitting of the session produced some 
lively exchanges between Herbert Bruch, the willowy 
Social Credit member for Eaqulmalt, and the CCF oppo­
sition benches.

Mr. Bruch repeatedly needled the Opposition for what 
he called “destructive,1 uninspired criticism.”

“There is far too much character assassination In this 
House and not enough constructive thinking,” he de­
clared.

* * *
, ^ Studehts from five high schools in Vancouver sat in 
the public galleries and listened attentively to the speeches. 
Tftey are here as part of an “education in democracy”They are here as part of an 
Campaign.

* *
Stanley Roach, the good-humored Socred n 

North Peace River, is as enthusiastic as ever 
extension of the Pacific Great Eastern Railws 
mighty Peace River country.

"Four grain elevators have been built in my constitu- 
ency” he said in a corridor chat, "and application for 
f<rur more are pending. Our farmers are saving thou- 
sands of dollars through being able to ship their grain 
direct to Vancouver."

iter for
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Future' 
house 
-Chant

W. N. Chant Thursday de-I 
ure exactly when Victoria’s T 
ted.

I whole province, and there is a r a 
1 great urgency for new build- J 
ings:

The minister mixed meta-1 
phors in a denunciation of 1 
opposition parties who should | 
get off “the wrecking gang” ! 
after blaming the ship of state | 
with disaster when all that | 
happened was “a sparkplug { 
misfired”. (This lyas taken as I 
a reference to the downfall of | 
former cabinet minister Robert | 
Sommers, now appealing sen­
tence on bribery charges.)

Ing on All 12
obtaining U.S. agreement that! 
this country is entitled to 1 
downstream benefits if theL 
Columbia hydro is developed. B

"They wouldn’t give B. C. | 
credit for forcing their hand.l 
B.C. is the one who fought for h 
it,” he stated.

He felt the pending Peace | 
River development, abetted by E 
the B.C. government, was re-| 
sponsible for the U.S. change j 
of heart, rather than negotia-1 
tions by Ottawa.

His address ended with a dis-1 
course on the theory that un-1 
employment would not exist | 
if the country would solve its | 
distribution problems.
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Plea Made for Owners 
Of Old Victoria Homes

harder task in scraping up* 
enough money to pay fore 
much needed improvements — | 

! new roofing and siding, fences, | 
paint and general repairs.”

Victoria is faced with a grave i buildings, but over the past 40 
problem In the deterioration of to 60 years they have deteri- 
its older homes, Victoria MLA orated—and that deterioration 
J. Ronald Smith told the legis- ! is being compounded year by 
&ifryo Thursday. 1 year.”

“Most of these were once Mr. Smith s^id the "plague”; PENALIZED
were once impressive, fine old on Victoria's older homes was ; ,, c •, rvi.MV ....... urea

lack of repair due to the finau- i J™".ï.?,d..!n.any.u0”n‘"H 
cial inability of their owners 
to repair them.

"The owners of these proper- ; 
ties have a darned hard time i 
making ends meet, what with 
taxes, utilities, fuel and the 

jjH like. They have an even

Reduced Social Services 
Blamed on B.C. Debt Slash

Decreased social services in 
| B.C. are "the direct result of 
I Premier Bennett's obsession 
1 with creating what he calls a 
3 debt-free province,” Mr8. Lois

Mrs. Haggen further sug­
gested extension of the pro­
vincial archives.

She urged that the archives
I Haggen (CCF-Grand Forks- should be a showplace in the 
1 Greenwood) told the Legisla-i capital .city which would in- 
\ ture Thursday. ! terpret to visitors the history

Speaking jn the Throne j of the province.
I Speech debate, the lady mem- Mrs. Haggen said there is 
3 her said: j still available space for the

"I cannot calmly contem- J building of such a showplace 
I plate what the result of this ! in the vicinity of the Legisla- 
| policy will be if it continues ; live Buildings. The present 
j for another year or two.” j quarters had become crowded,

She said the late Premier 
Sir Richard McBride took over 
a debt-ridden province and in 
two years, with the assistance 
of his finance minister, 
brought about the second sur­
plus in B.C. since Confeder­
ation and in five years wrote 
off the whole bonded in­
debtedness. ™

In another five years the 8 
province was in the unique 
position of being able to write 
a cheque for the entire bonded i
indebtedness of the province.

But the great Premier Mc­
Bride is not best remembered 
for that.

“I don't think it is good that 
debt reduction should be accel­
erated with the object of its 
coinciding with a probable 
election. I do not think it is 
good when it is done at the ex­
pense of human welfare.

Mrs. Haggen pleaded for 
continuation of the restoration 
of Barkerville as “one of the 
province’s greatest tourist 
assets” and for the establish­
ment of a sanctuary for wild 
animals in memory of the late I 
Ernest Winch, for many years

cluttered and antiquated and 
could no longer be considered 

ilace of safe keeping.

BRUCH CHARGES:

'

CCF Comforting 
Ottawa Tories

The responsibility for unem- ! he said. “We have one book 
ployment in Canada must be for contingent liabilities and 
placed "squarely on the shoul- another for direct debt. In 
ders” of the federal govern- Saskatchewan they have four 
ment in Ottawa, Herbert j sets of books.”

S Bruch (SC-Esquimalt) told the Mr. Bruch said the Saskat-
B legislature Thursday night. chevfran CCF government was

He said the CCF opposition afraid of listing its contingent 
“comforted” the federal g0v- i liabilities. It called them pub*

™ eminent by telling them they j *ic utility debt.”
I could “pass the buck” on to The CCF opposition, he add- 
I provincial and municipal gov- ed- had nothing constructive to *8$ 3 
“ernments. i offrir.

Mr. Bruch told th’e opposi- ALTERNATIVE?
_ .... tioin members they should be “They didn’t like our solu-
Ernest Wmch, for many years w grateful to the B.C. Social tion of the Black Ball ferry 111
CCI? membgr for Burnaby. J Credit government. strike because we invoked

E* “If it were for Premier Civil Defence Act. But they 
■ Bennett’s far-sighted policies 8t™ don’t know what to do as 

you would see soup kitchens an alternative.” 
up and down this province to- i Mr. Bruch said RCMP per- 
day.” jsonnel should not have the re-

««rre sponsibility of collecting dog
iOUR SETS licence fees.

The Esqtiimalt member then “They have more important 
attacked the opposition for things to do. I suggest the 
saying that the B.C. govern- SPC A should be given this re- 

wh ment kept two sets of books.' sponsibility, as was done in 
61 “We have never denied that,” Esquimau.”

■É ' ; : ^

J told him that, when they dldjM 
find the money to improve Be 
their homes, the taxes weraf™ 
raised.

“In short, they feel they are 
better off leaving their prop­
erty as it is rather than invit­
ing higher taxes.

"This policy affects the en­
tire community property value 
adversely, because if one good Iran 
property is sandwiched in be- i|pp|| 
tween two poor properties, 
then the market value of the 
good property is greatly de­
preciated.

"If this problem isn’t faced, 
and faced soon, it will become 
disastrous and perhaps even pj*| 
outright insoluble."
WOULD PROVIDE JOBS

Mr. Smith urged the stand­
ing committee on labor ( now j|yj 
discussing unemployment) to 
consider that large-scale re­
pairs to older properties in 
Victoria and throughout B.C. 
would bolster the use of build­
ing materials and labor in the 
next few years.

He said the city of Milwaukee 
and the state of New York hg* 
enacted legislation forego! 
tax increases on rehabilitated 
property to the extent of thé 
improvement.

- "I believe this legislature 
should adopt similar legisla­
tion, granting our municipali­
ties the right to enact bylaws 
that would say to the owners j 
of older properties:

“‘If you take out improve-; 
ment permits at any time dur- 
ing the next two years, we 
shall grant you tax exemption 
for a period of, say, five years 
on the amount of improve-

|

Almost 85 per cent of 1,* 
135,000 Christmas trees eut in 

I East. Kootenay area were 
shipped to the United States, 
I .and* and Forests Minister 
Ray Wiiliston reported Thurs-

He.was answering a question 
placed on the order paper by 
Leo Nimslck (CCF, Cran- 
brook). He said 1.6 per cent 
of the Christinas trees cut 
shipped to British Coli 
points, 13.8 per cent to Prairie 
points and the balance to the 
United States.



FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 1!

ICKS ASKS WORKERS, EMPLOYERS

Advisory Labor Council 
Suggested by Minister

The idea has been tried in 
! both Australia and England 
i and is “one that seems to me to 
carry considerable merit.”

{ In Australia the council

were other matters such a. 
council would undertake to

“The experience in this prov­
ince of advisory councils or 
boards unfortunately has not 
always been a happy one . . 
some boards have been used as 
political sounding boards . . 
the minister added.
DEPENDS ON PERSONS

He did not know whether 
labor and management here 
would show sufficient respon­
sibility to make such a board 
work—but they have worked 
elsewhere. The minister felt it 
would depend on the persons ! 
elected to serve being “Of such i 
high calibre and so dedicated 
that they are prepared to put 
their country or their state 
first.”. In this connection he 
mentioned with regret the 
passing of the late Hon. Gordon 
Sloan, whom he felt was a 
model citizen.

Appointments to the board 
would be by the minister, he 
felt, and not be mixed with 
politics.

I "... Can democracy find 
capable men and women who 
will put principles before poli­
tics, policies before party?” Mr. 
Wicks asked.

. . I believe they are 
among us in large numbers. 
But will they make known in 

la strong, clear voice their deep- 
will their

New legisiatioi 
versity students 
the Throne Spee 
B.C. close to ful 
tion of the princ 
sity for all with f 
financial standin 

This was the 
Education Mini! 
Peterson, speal 
House Friday. I 
the principle “t 
with the necessai 
wants to underti 
studies, should b 
do so without i 
financial standin 
his parents.”

He added, “I 
ored to evolve 
would bring us 
goal—a goal that 
reached by any 
Canada. With t 
of my colleague! 
the attorney-gem 
formulated such 
I feel wiïl be hea 
by all "

The minister vt 
he did not belie 
should be abs 
“Every student si 
upon to make son 
in his career.” 
shouldn’t be afn 
some money ai 
some of his fut 
he stated.
NOT ENOUGH Y

Mr. Peterson s 
provincial grants 
ties are consider 
in B.C. contribut 
do taxpayers in c 
Canada.

“Nevertheless, 
not a large enou$ 
which students 
without putting 
for repayment.” 
is a need also fo

Is a whisper or a shout,” he told1 
reporters following his address ' 
in the Throne Speech debate of ! 
the B.C. Legislature.

Also in interview, the min­
ister said such a council would 
not be a replacement of the 
Labor Relations Board.

He expressed the possibility 
of setting up an advisory coun­
cil which would be a six-man 
board, with equal representa­
tion of labor and from the busi­
ness world.

HON. LYLE WICKS 
. . . offers change

meets on a quarterly basis to 
study . . . "matters of public 
interest and concern in the 
field of labor management re­
lations." Unemployment is a 
major field of study.

Employment trends, eco­
nomic conditions, productivity, 
automation and labor relations

est convictions 
' reply be a whisper or a shout?”

This was the only indication 
In Mr. Wicks’ speech that he 
contemplated any change in 
B.C.’e labor regulations or set-

OTTAWA BLAMED
Also on non-provincial mat­

ters, he blamed the federal 
government for Canada’s woes 
— inflation and unemployment. 
He said last fall Ottawa re­
financed $6.4 billion in govern­
ment bonds.

“What’s the logic of add­
ing millions of new interest 
charges to be tacked onto 
prices, of adding millions for 
sinking funds and debt retire­
ment, to be tacked onto prices. 
All these additional costs 
passed into taxpayers mean 
higher taxes?”

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan asked, “Isn’t that 
what Mr. Briggs was complain- 
about?” "

arships.

(Former B.C. Power 
| Commission general manager 
H. Lee Briggs lost his job 
jWhen he opposed refinancing
of BCPC bonds which would 
have increased rates to BCPC 
customers, he felt.)

T don't follow your point,” 
answered Sr. Wicks.

•t'.'v.

■



SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1959

Strachan in

Student Loan Plan 
Promised by Peterson

New legislation to assist uni- 
I versity students, promised in 
the Throne Speech, will bring 
B.C. close to full implementa­
tion of the princple of univer­
sity for all with ability, despite 

| financial standing.
This was the message of 

I Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson, speaking in the 
House Friday. He referred to 
the principle “that everyone 
with the necessary ability, who 
wants to undertake university 
studies, should be at liberty to 
do so without regard to his 
financial standing, or that of 
his parents."

He added, “I have endeav- 
I ored to evolve a plan that 
would bring us closer to that 
goal—a goal that has not been 
reached by any province in 
Canada. With the assistance 

| of my colleagues, particularly 
I the attorney-general, we have i formulated such a plan, which 
' I feel win be heartily endorsed 
by all ... "

The minister went on to say 
| he did not believe university 
should be absolutely free. 
“Every student should be called 
upon to make some investment 
in his career." A student 

! shouldn’t be afraid to borrow 
some money and mortgage 
some of his future earnings, 
he stated.
NOT ENOUGH YET

Mr. Peterson said when all 
provincial grants to universi­
ties aire considered, taxpayers 
in B.C. contribute more than 

i do taxpayers in other parts of 
I Canada.

“Nevertheless, there is still 
I not a large enough fund from 
| which students can borrow 
| without putting up security 
| for repayment.” He felt there 
is a need also for more schol- 
arshlps.

The minister disclosed that 
a survey will be conducted in 
B.C. to determine requirements 
for technical specialists in 
order that technician training 
courses could be widened.

The survey will be carried 
out by a technical specialist 
and an assistant sent from 
Ottawa, at no cost to B.C.

Mr. Peterson said that al­
though B.C. had an excellent 
vocational and trades training 
program and university pro­
gram for the professions, 
there was a category between 
the two which should be fur­
ther investigated—the techni-

“By way of example, there 
are engineering technicians, 
electronics technicians and 
dental technicians.

“These technicians receive 
less than a full university 
training, but an engineering 
technician, for example, would 
have enough engineering the- jg| 
ory and mathematics to aid 
an engineer . . . With the

assistance of a technician, the | 
engineer is relieved of routine fl 
or repetitive tasks, such 
drafting, running chemical | 
analyses, or computing from [ 
mathematical tables."

a
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l PETERSON RAPS LAING, TOO

Disgrace'
Education Minister Leslie 

I Peterson feuded with leaders 
of the CCF and Liberal par- , 

I ties in the legislature Friday.
He told Opposition Leader 

I Robert Strachan he would 
“deal with him at arm’s 
length" from now on. Any in- 

I quires from him, he can re- 
I quest on the order paper.

The minister then charged 
I Liberal Leader Arthur Laing 
I with untruths in a speech Mr. 

Laing gave at Oak Bay last 
I month.

Mr. Laing’s statements were 
I "irresponsible and false,” the 
| minister said.

The blow-up with Mr.
I Strachan followed a speech by 
1 the Opposition leader Monday.
I Mr. Strachan said he had 
I askede for information on 
I school board budgets and the 
I minister said the budgets be- 
] longed to the school boards,
I and he should write them for 
I the answers.
I NO CO-OPERATION

Mr. Strachan said he did so 
I but the education minister 
I also wrote all the boards and 
I indicated his unwillingness to 

co-operate.
Mr. Peterson replied that in

fact he had furnished Mr. borrow $450,000 from a bank 
Strachan with names and ad- and make minor additions to 
dresses of proper contacts in j school it had now.
each school district. Mr. 
Strachan had told the school 
boards, said the minister, that 
he had been refused co-o-pera- 
tion of the education depart-

This was putting politics 
ahead of education, said Mr. 
Peterson. Mr. Strachan would 
be dealt with at arm’s length.

“Is that a threat?" asked Mr. 
Strachan ... “Are you refus­
ing to give me information?"

“He knows his right to ask 
me questions here on the order 
paper," said the minister.

“Once a year," replied Mr. 
Strachan.
COULDN’T INTERRUPT

The education minister then 
turned to Mr. Laing, who 
doesn’t have a seat in the 
House and couldn't interrupt.

Mr. Laing said Jan. 14 that 
the B.C. government had re­
fused to approve a $2,600,000 
school building by-law in Rich­
mond, that Richmond bonds 
from a previous building pro­
gram were still unsold, and 
that the school district

Mr. Peterson produced a let­
ter from Richmond School 
Board stating it had never been 
impeded in the slightest by | 
lack of funds, the department ; 
of education had co-operated in 
every instance, and the board 
“views with distaste the inter- j 
jection of its affairs into the 
political arena, and disassoci­
ates itself, without qualifica- ; 
tion, from the reported state­
ments of Mr. Laing."
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Free Enterprise
Makes Joble

Only Cure Is Different System 
CCF Member Tells Legislature
The only cure for unemployment is “genuine demo­

cratic self-government superseding the present un­
regulated free enterprise and competition," Leo Nim-
sick, CCF member for Cranbrook, told the legislature 

Friday.
"Very soon,” he added, “we 

shall have to choose between 
these systems, and the present 
system of making profits pre­
cludes any possibility of solv­
ing the problem. The law of 
supply and demand regulates 
business and men’s lives as 
well.”

Mr. Nimsick said the B.C. 
Social Credit

NORMAN
CRIBBENS

IN THE LEGISLATURE government 
claimed to have done more for 
unemployment than any other 
province.

"But even with all the capi­
tal expenditures this govern­
ment has made, we still have 
68,000 unemployed. These 
things are just palliatives . . . 
doling out unemployment in­
surance is like trying to

British Columbia's 52 legislators from far and 
wide are resting this weekend after the first week 
of the Throne Speech debate, and a pregnant silence 
dwells over the stately chamber where so many 
battles have yet to be fought.

So far, 16 members have spoken in the debate and 
the rest will be heard before* next Friday when Premier 
Bennett brings down his anxiously-awaited budget.

The session up to now has been as quiet as the pre­
mier predicted, but there is little likelihood it will con­
tinue so. The CCF is in fighting mood over unemploy-, 
ment in B.C. and the two Liberals will have lots more to 
say about Wenner-Gren and the Peace River power pro­
ject

* * *
Most members think highly of the suggestion from 

Victoria MIA J. Donald Smitli that tax relief should be 
given to owners of old homes In the city who wish to 
spend money improving them.

Mr. Smith said many such owners are afraid to Im­
prove their properties for fear of Inviting higher taxes. 
He recommended tax exemptions to the extent of the Im­
provements made.

“This Is the most sensible proposition we have heard 
this session,” commented a CCF member. “I hope the 
government will act upon it”

* * * '

Wearing a bright red tie and matching carnatioh, 
Mr. Nimsick was in lively form as he twitted the govern­
ment with being short of cabinet ministers. ‘

He hinted that the many compliment* showered on 
CCF member Randolph Harding by government members 
were intended to lure him over to the Social Credit ranks.

“Are you so short of cabinet material?” asked Mr. 
Nimsick. •

Mr. Harding supplied the answer.
“We will have all the cabinet posts at the next elec­

tion,” he said.
My own impression is that government members are 

flattering Mr. Harding In a deliberate effort to discredit 
CCF leader Robert Strachan; and Mr. Harding Is a much 
less formidable opponent He is so quiet and reasonable 
that he might almost be called Liberal (with a small L).

cure
-,___e each

pimple.”
The CCF member recalled 

that during the “hungry 30s,” 
people thought prosperity was 

----- - - 'but itjust around the corner, 1 
was a long, long corner.

“Why should the individual 
have to worry about where his 
living is to come from if hé 
is contributing his share to 
society?" *

Mr. Nimsick regretted that 
“large shares in our province”

Liberal side of the House. ' 
Mr. Nimsick: “It is still a 

commission.”
He insisted that B.C. could 

not have “a half and half ar­
rangement” whereby private 
enterprise competed with pub­
licly-owned power.

When Education Minister Leslie Peterson stated that 
everyone who really wants university training should 
have the oportunlty to get It, CCF member Tony Gargrave 
from Mackenzie remarked:

“I haven’t had mine yet”
Mr.' Gargrave has taken two years of the arts course 

at the University of . British Columbia and Is now study­
ing for law.

*3Ve wish him good fortune in his university career,* 
Mr. Peterson said, “and we hope he will graduate In due

aipf
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More Than $2,000,000 
Higher Than 1957

$ Biggest single revenue producer for the provincial gov­
ernment during the last fiscal year was the five per cent 
social security sales tax which soared to a new record of $87,- 
244,382, more than $2,000,000 higher than in 1957.

Motor fuel and fuel oil taxes 
realized $27.475,237.36, prop­
erty taxes $6,463,390.95, and 
motor vehicle licences and 

I permits brought In $14,685,
$519.08, according to Public 

! Accounts released yesterday 
I in the legislature.
I $90,000,600 RECORD

On the expenditure side a 
new $90,000,000 record was 
set by the building and main­
tenance of highways, roads, 
bridges, ferries, docks and

DEBT RETIREMENT
The government spent $30,- 

332,000 on debt retirement and 
$11,020,303 on grants in aid 
of local government. Subsidy 
paid to the Toll Highways and 
Bridges Authority was $1,457,- 
184. compared to $632,727 in 
1957.

Total gross expenditure was 
$351,302,764.34 and gross rev­
enue was $322,434,348, with 
money from the current 
account, revenue surplus 
account and capital account 
being used to make up the 
balance.

First Indian Page Boy
First Indian page on floor of the House is 13-year- 
old Johnny Joe, 15 Cooper Road. He is talking over 
duties with deputy provincial secretary Laurie 
Wallace. Johnny is a member of Songhees band, 
attends St. Louis College.

■■

Needed for Advance Study

Strachan Asks for Reports
$6,028,716^5.
AID TO AGED

The provincial government 
spent $15,047,543.12 on aid to 
the aéed and $8,806,032.49 on1 
social assistance. Child wel- 

! fare cost $2,295,737.40.
Some $43,000,000, an Increase 

I of nearly $4,000,000 over 1957, 
i wag paid in grants, aids and 
I services for schools operated 
I by local authorities and an- 
I other $6,689,278 to universities, 
| colleges and normal schools.

year and in fact was not pre­
sented until the last day.”

Premier Bennett said he 
would take notice of the re­
quest.

Opposition Leader Robert , MLAs until department esti 
Strachan took an unscheduled j mates are discussed. Some of j 
part in yesterday’s formal | the reports are not yet printed. ! 
opening of the Legislature Mr. Strachan said MLAs ! 
when he rose to ask that mem- ; should have the reports to 
bers be provided with depart- ! study before the various de­
mental reports as soon as pos-> partments come up for discus­
sible. sion.

In the normal course of I He also said it was “a sig- 
events the reports, although | nificant omission that the 
they were tabled yesterday, j mental health services report 
would not be available to | was not tabled. It was also
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Portfolio for Bruch?
1 Reorganization to Split 
Health,Welfare Branches

Continued froth Page 1
I his government program, 
I would indicate a light session 
I as Premier Bennett predicts, 
I but opposition members have 
p other ideas and have already 
| been noticed boning up on the 
I McPhee Tree Fruits Report, 
I the Sommers case and Wenner- 
I Gren development, 
j But the surprising part of 
I the speech was that no men- 
§ tion was made of labor legis- 
I lation, and for months now 
I Premier Bennett has been 
I devoting major portions of his I 
| speeches to the fact the B.C. I 
I government will not be pushed j 
I around by labor or manage-1 
I ment At feast half a dozen i 
I organizations have presented I 
I briefs to cabinet asking for 
1 labor legislation changes.
| DEEPLY CONCERNED 
I But the Throne Speech did 
g say the government is deeply 
I concerned with unemployment 
1 and that despite an accelerated 
| program and a huge and un- 
I precedented expenditure pf ! 
| public funds on government ! 
I buildings, works, highways, j 
I bridges, park development and j 
j other programs, the unem-j 
I ployment problem remains j 
I serious.
I it said the government will; 
j recommend that the select 

standing committee on labor 
be reconvened immediately for 
the purpose of studying the 
problem.

I The Throne Speech said “it 
is desirable that this commit­
tee meet with all interested i 
individuals and groups—labor, 
employers and others — and 
conduct an- inquiry into th» 
ways and means of improving 
the situation.”

Out of these meetings new 
labor legislation may be devel­
oped and new proposals to, 
alleviate unemployment.

Legislation will be intro-. 
duced to expand provisions for i 
the education and training of 1

ment $4,000,000 in fire-fighting 
| costs and industry another 
! $1,000,000, it is intended to sub- 
: mit new legislation respectingHealth Branch I compulsory utilization" with 
| compensation, of machinery 
and equipment suitable for 
forest fire suppression.

Legislation will be intro­
duced to create Douglas Day, 
first celebrated last year on 
Nov. 19, as an annual day of 
observance.

Other Throne Speech high-

By ALEC MERRIMAN
A reorganization of the provincial department of 

health and welfare and mental health services was 
called for in the Speech from the Throne read by 
Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross at yesterday’s legis­
lature opening.

The move, first predicted in The throne speech said defi- 
The Daily Colonist Jan. 1, calls nitely that a start will be made 
for a new department of health this year on Victoria’s new 
services and hospital insurance courthouse. The Colonist said 
tp combine services now ^an* 1 that the long-awaited 
rendered by mental health $1.500,000 to $2,000,000 court- 
services under the provincial house would be started in 
secretary with the health October as a winter work 
branch and hospital insurance program, but completion will 
service now under the health n°t be until 1960. 
and welfare department. Yesterdays throne speech,

The welfare branch will now which was actually written by 
become a separate department. I Premier Bennett and outlines 
NEW MINISTER 

It can be assumed that thisljl 
will call for a new cabinet 
minister, with Eric Martin con- 
tinutng as health branch and 
hospital insurance minister 
and the new minister directing 
the new welfare department.

Thought to be a possible 
candidate for the new minis- H 
ter's post is Herbert Bruch 
(SC, Esquimau», who is the I 
Social Credit caucus leader, I 
convention chairman and! H 
sparkplug of political cam- ». fjj 
paigns for the Socreds.

: lights:
1. Legislation will be intro-.

; duced to establish a horse rac- 
I ing commission.
| 2. Provision will be made for'
additional B.C. supreme court 

I judges. Attorney-General Bon- 
1 ner had earlier said he will 

ask for two more judges, rais­
ing the total from 12 to 14.

3. A new \yills Act, of in­
terest to every citizen of B.C., j 
will be introduced.

4. It is proposed to increase 
substantially the amount of 
credit that may be extended

! under the Farmers’ Land

advanced technical training' 
programs are now being sur­
veyed.

7. The Ferries Act will be 
brought to the floor of the 
House to discuss subsidies.

8. The Forest Act will be 
brought in line with other 
legislation.

9. Amendments of mining 
legislation will be proposed 
to recognize scientific ad­
vances in the field of explora­
tion and to encourage explora­
tion.

10. Benefits of poliomyelitis 
immunization will be expanded 
during this year.

His
Dean of 
year-old 
Fernie N! 
session o 
terday w 
before 1 
emor a 
opening 
dependei 
down in 
trying ii 
has bee 
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Courthouse News 
Draws a Chortle

First laugh of this year’s 
sitting of the Legislature

When Lieutenant-Governor 
Frank Ross appeared the j 
youngster observed • to his J 
mother: “So that’s the left- 
hand governor. Do they ever | 
have-a right-hand one?"

mehtally retarded children. 
INCREASED GRANTS

Authorization will be asked 
for increased grants to school 
districts as well as to the Uni-| 
versity of British Columbia 
and Victoria College.

An expanded system of 
loans, scholarships, and bur­
saries will be made available, 
to facilitate achievement of 
higher standards of education 
by students of senior matricu-1 
lation standing at Victoria ; 
College and UBC.

Still not yet recovered from 
last year’s disastrous forest 
fires, which cost the

Victoria’s courthouse.
CCF MLA Tony Gargrave 

and Liberal members Archie 
Gibbs and George Gregory 

[ chortled.

Donald, Brothers, newly- 
elected Social Credit member 
for Rossland-Trail, isn’t sitting Power Chief 

Takes Seat 
In Hot Spot

They have been 
needling the government lor 
several years about a new 
courthouse lor Victoria.

Premld 
grand er 
lative as 
day. Hi 
nervous 
the aisld 
only to s 
Lois Hi 

; Forks), 
member 

Mrs. 1 
flowers 

; but the 
; Mrs. Bil 
i-couver-F 
I even ha

B.C. Power Commission 
chairman T. H. Crosby was 
seated in a hot spot at yester­
day's opening o 1 the Legisla­
ture. On his right was Elnar 
Gunderson, a director ol the 
Peace River Power Develop­
ment 'Company. On his left 
was William Meams, a vice- 
president ol the B.C. Electric, | 
and behind him was Bernard 
Gore, chief representative 61 
Wennei-Gren Interests here.

Enrolment in B.C. schools 
Increased during the year end­
ing last June from 260,069 to 
277,070, Education Minister 
Leslie Peterson said yesterday 
in his annual «port tabled in 
the Legislature.

Sortie 47,000 adults attended 
various schools including 36,-

govern-
One New Building I 
Every Five-Week* 

During the last three years 
a new major public building 
has been completed by the pro­
vincial government at the rate 
ol one every live weeks, Lieu­
tenant Governor Frank Rois 
said in his Speçh from the

611 at night schools.

rltis mnciatlon of 
rant" as "lel- 
me confusionled to

mind ol Leonard
[chairs
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Steady Rain Soaks
eremony

Only a handful of specta- 
| tors, a few seagulls and the 

military braved a steady rain 
I which marred outdoor cere- 
B monies accompanying open- 
I lng of the third session of 
I British Columbia’s 25th Legis- 
3 lature.

His 40th Session
Dean of the legislature, 84- 

I year-old Thomas Uphill, 
Fernie MLA. started his 40th 
session of the legislature yes­
terday with a little clowning 
before the lieutenant - gov­
ernor arrived for official 
opening ceremonies. The in­
dependent labor member sat 
down in the premier's chair, 
trying it out for size as he 
has been doing at House 
openings for years.

The seagulls left soonest— 
at the booming sound of the 
first round of a 15-gun salute.

The spectators stayed a few 
minutes longer, until Lieuten­
ant-Governor Frank Ross en­
tered the legislature buildings, 
on his way to read the Throne 
Speech.

-HM

The color gqard of 100 RCAF 
men, plus band and officers, 
stayed on to the bitter end.

ernor arrived for the official j 
opening of the House the! 
RCAF color was paraded for j

Speech from Throne

Pomp and Dignity 
Opening Keynote

Lieutenant-Governor Frank Ross took 30 minutes 
to read the Speech from the Throne at the opening yes­
terday of the third session of the 25th Legislature.

His Honor entered the legis­
lative chamber with all the

So did the detachment of the j the first time at a legislature ] 
5th Medium Battery, RCA, j opening.
which fired the ceremonial! The color party carried the ® 
salute. ^ j Queen’s color of the RCAF as

I When the lieutenant - gov-1 well as the air force color, ill

These colors are kept atj|| 
5 Air Division Headquarters, ^ 
Vancouver, and are only used 
for ceremonial occasions.

The lieutenant-governor took! 
the salute standing on thei 
rainswept steps of the main! 
entrance to the legislature.!v

-

traditional pomp 
mony that goes

Premier
Enters
Alone

, Premier Bennett made his 
grand entrance into the legis- 

I lative assembly alone yester- 
! day. He appeared slightly 
| nervous as he walked down 
| the aisle, smiling, and stopped 
j only to shake hands with Mrs.
I Lois Haggen (CCF, Grand 
I Forks), one of the two women 
I members.

Mrs. Haggen had a vase of, 
[flowers placed on her desk,
[ but the other woman member 
Imvs. Buda \ Brown (SC, Van- 
g-eouver-Point Grey) didn’t 

ren have a desk. She sat in 
le, second row of chairs, 

tept for the front row, 
usually used by MLAs 

been removed so more 
| chairs could be used for 

uesti.

and cere- 
with the' 

House opening. His aide-de­
camps, marching in pairs and 
including Brig. John Adam, 
Lt.-Cmdr. J. C. Davie, Wing 
Cmdr. J. D. D. Campbell and 
RCMP Inspector T. A. Horn, 
entered the hushed chamber 
first, followed in single file 
by Government House secre­
tary Cmdr. Garfield Dixon and 
sergeant-at-arms Denzil Ashby 
carrying the mace. His Honor 
mounted the dais as his aides 
stepped to each side.
SAME DIGNITY

Then he read the Throne 
Speech and left the chamber 
with the same dignity.

There were close to 600 per­
sons in the legislative chamber 
to see the official opening.

Before the lieutenant- 
governor entered, Donald L. 
Brothers, recently elected 
Socred member for Rossland- 
Trail. was introduced to the 
législative assembly and took 
his §eat in the House as MLAs 
from both sides of the floor 
thumped their desks.
BANG THREE TIMES

Then the division bell rang 
three times to signal the 
lieutenant - governor was ap­
proaching.

After he left, the House got 
down to some minor business 
before adjourning until 3 p.m. 
today.

Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner, Works Minister W. 
N. Chant, I. F. Corbett (SC, 
Yale), opposition leader Robert 
Strachan, and Archie Gibbs

(Lib., Oak Bay), were named 
to a committee to name select 
standing committees.

Alex Matthew (SC, Van­
couver Centre) was elected 
deputy speaker.

Attorney-General Bonner in­
troduced Bill No. 1, “An Act 
to amend the Interpretation 

'Act.” — »
About 15 annual reports 

were tabled.

$142,729,384

Millions
More

Borrowed
An increase of $143,729,- 

348.40 in contingent liabilities 
(government guaranteed bor­
rowings) was noted in Public 
Accounts brought down by 
Premier Bennett at the Legis­
lature yesterday.

They increased from $2( 
334,638.58 in 1957 to $385,11 
986.98 in 1958.
MORE THAN $100,000,900

The previous year cont) 
gent liabilities increased 
more than $100,000,000.

Less than 100 yards away six- 
pounders slammed off the 15- 
gun salute. Thick acrid smoke 
drifted over the scene.

The colors, and most of the 
few spectators who turned out, 
were considerably wilted by the 
rain when Lieutenant-Gover­
nor Ross arrived, wearing a 
cloak over his court dress.

Ignoring the rain, the lieu­
tenant-governor inspected the 
full guard and then went over 
to salute and speak to the band.

The crowd, estimated at well 
under 200, stood huddled under 
umbrellas and raincoats. It 
dispersed rapidly as soon as 
the official party entered the 
building!

To keep warm at their post, 
while ceremonies went on in­
side the chamber, the guard of 
honor marked time on the 
spot and the band played cheer­
ful music. The rain never let 
up.

At one time during the long 
wait there was a ripple of 
laughter down the ranks as a 
boy oh a delivery bike pedalled 
down the front rank and cut 
loose with an admiring whistle-

Then—one final salute and 
the official cars with motor­
cycle escorts pulled away.

Fit. Lt. Allan Robinson of 
North Vancouver, personnel 
administration officer at 
Comox, was guard commander, 
with FO Robert Burnie, a 
guard officer.

The Queen's color officer 
was Fit. Lt. Hugh Hamilton, 
and the RCAF color officer 
was FO Raymond Chapman.

Capt. T. G. Dalzell comman­
ded the 5th Medium Battery.
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Had Money, Says BennettDidn’t Have to Borrow

$25,860,000 for Jobs
$34,074,800 for Hospital In- $6,104,400 from transfer to cur­

rent income of final settlement
Premier Bennett said yester- were recorded at $648,829,000, 

day the provincial government j or an amount $40,721,000 
used up $25,860,600 of revenue j greater than for the preceding 
surplus to expand employ- year.
ment during the fiscal year He said liabilities amounted 
ending March 31. 1958, “but I to $432,244,000 and the excess 
we did not have to.borrow be- over liabilities increased by 
cause we saved our money in $66,831,000 during the fiscal 
the good years of 1953 and year.
2956 " Revenue collections amounted

In presenting the Public Ac- to $277,324,400 and current 
counts to the Legislature yes- services charged to income in­
terday he said the value of eluded $11,221,600 for debt 
provincial assets in the fiscal charges, $180,248,400 for gen- 
year ending March 31, 1958, i eral public service, and

surance Service, leaving a cur­
rent account revenue surplus by the federal government 
of $51,779,600. under the 1947 tax rental

Expenditures for capital agreement, and $25,860,600 
projects such as roads, from revenue surpluses of 
bridges, ferries, forest develop- former years.
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Gaglardi 
Travels 
Cost MostHealth Shuffle 

Wins Approval B.C.’s cabinet ministers 
spent $31,388.61 in travelling 
expenses, the Public Accounts, 
released yesterday, disclosed.

Highways Minister Gaglardi 
retained the distinction of 
being the cabinet’s most 
travelled minister. He spent 
$4,269.77 and costs of his air 
travel could be added to this 
total when highways depart­
ment accounts are considered 
later in the session.

Mines Minister Kenneth 
Kiernan was second with 
$3,605.92 in travelling ex­
penses, and Labor Minister 
Wicks, along with his second 
portfolio of railways minister, 
was next biggest spender at 
$3,513.69, just nosing out 
Premier Bennett, who spent 
$3,502.86 in travelling. Attor­
ney-General and Trade Minis­
ter Robert Bonner spent 
$3,223.26.

The B.C. government’s health 
department shuffle “gives 
recognition to the fact mental- 
illness is one of our major, 
health problems' today,” a city 
hospital director said last 
night

Dr. E. N. Boettcher, medical 
superintendent of St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, was commenting on 
the Throne Speech announce­
ment that mental health serv­
ices will no longer be under 
the provincial secretary.

Mental health, along with 
hospital insurance service and 
the health branch, will form 
one department. Welfare 
branch will form another.

‘The whole move is a sign 
of the times and a step for­
ward,” he said.

“Provincial welfare has been 
growing rapidly and has be­
come too big a task to be 
handled in a department which 
is already handling other serv­
ices," he said.

“It’s a good idea,” said 
George Masters, Royal Jubilee 
Hospital administrator.

‘The mental health depart­
ment is so large it should be 
under its own commissioner.”

He said the reorganization is 
in the "better interest of all 
the health services.

“It brightens the whole, 
health picture.”

B.C. May Curb 
Power Boats

Itish Colombia may soon take steps to cur- 
> of motor boats on small lakes, Recreation 
ir Earle Westwood indicated in his annual 
tabled in the Legislature yesterday, 
iotor boat use on certain small lakes is ap- 
y becoming a nuisance to other users," he 
A review of all aspects of this situation is 
undertaken and It is anticipated that some 
problems can be solved by amendment of 

g federal statutes which would permit the 
ce to regulate motor boat use under special

BEE
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IHit Truckers Harder | 

Road Probe Urges
Commercial truckers should 

3 pay a greater share of road 
I costs, a commission of inquiry 
J into road-user charges said 
j yesterday in a report tabled 
jin the legislature.

The commission, headed by 
Dr. H. F. Angus, said that 
private non - commercial pas­
senger vehicles should pay 
one-third of road costs, com­
mercial vehicles should pay 
one-third, and non-users should 
pay one-third.

It recommended much 
higher overweight fees for 
commercial vehicles and bas­
ing of licence fees on gross 
weight instead of net weight. 
TWO-CENT BOOST

It also recommended an in­
crease to 12 cents, from 10 
cents a gallon, for diesel fuels.

The report said 27 more 
permanent weighing stations 
should be established and per­
sonnel increased to 80, from 
37, at an increase in cost of 
$300,000.

The report also calls for 
establishment of a central 
agency or department of 
motor transport to protect the 
highways against destructive 
use, to enforce revenue laws 
affecting commercial vehicles, 
to make and administer safety 
regulations and to conduct 
continuing research into prob­
lems of equitable taxation.

Ig'ii

Progress, with Caution

IN spite of its prolixity in seven 
typescript pages and some 3,600 

words, the Speech read by His Honor 
■ st the opening of the B.C. Legis­

lature contained a guarded outline of 
1 the program it the Social Credit ad- 

istration for the coming fiscal 
j year. In the light of the economic 

conditions of the times, the decision 
| seems to be to go ahead with caution 
on pressing matters, and in some part 
to await the developments of the 
year before undertaking extensive 

j commitments In any direction.
Thus, the Department of Health 

I and Welfare, too large now for proper 
administration, is to be split in two, 
with the possible addition of one 

| cabinet minister.
Additional provincial grants are 

I to be given to B.C. school districts, to 
Victoria College, and to the Uni­
versity of British Columbia. Victoria 
City is promised its new courthouse, 
on the cabinet’s honor, with con­
struction unequivocally to start this 
year. The government will name a 

) standing committee of the House to 
| deal with unemployment.

Applying more generally through- 
l out the province, additional judges 
! are to be named to the Supreme 
] Court, as urged by both bench and 

bar. Land clearing is to be facilitated

in connection with settlement farms.
Logging machinery may be co-opted 
to fight forest fires in emergencies.
The administration proposes the 
creation of a horse-racing commis­
sion. “Douglas Day” is to be estab­
lished on Nov. 19 annually, as the 
last step tt the highly successful 
CentenniajyY ear.

Theiwis no hint in the Speech of 
altered taxation, nor of any crucial 
change in the present forms of jeasesjaa gg 
revenue collection. An important L' .fei 1» 
paragraph pledges extension of edu- ", 
cation and training for mentally re- , 
tarded children, a move that has long 
been popularly urged. For the rest, j 
the administration’s pronouncement 
indulged in what amounts to a stage 
by stage recital of the unusual events 
of the Centennial Year. It notes, with 
pleasure, that Queen Elizabeth and >
Prince Philip will be the first official ? 
guests-to be received at the new Gov- jgi 
emment House after it is completed 
this year.

After three years of deferred 
action, and many on and off the cuff S 
promises, it will be a pleasure to Vic- 
toria citizens to read the reference ’ 
to the courthouse. It states, and we ü 
quote: “Construction of a new court­
house in the capital city of this i™ 
Province will be commenced this .
year.” That is for the record.

’ \

>2,000,000 More Spent 
By Drinkers in B.C.

British Columbians drank $2,000,000 more 
liquor last year than they did in 1957.

Sale of Bquor in B.C. for fiscal year ending 
March SI, 1958, brought $26,838,507.41 to the 
province’s consolidated revenue fund, public ac­
counts showed yesterday.

It was up nearly $2,000,000 from 1957 when 
revenue was $25,048,630.26.

Gross liquor sales to the public amounted to 
$66,832,135.95 and to licensees, $26,257,969.48, for 

k total of $93,090,105.43.
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\ Legislature Roundup

Eat Crow, Gregory Told
One Vase 

For
Thursday?

Mrs. Buda Brown (SC- 
Vancouver-Point Grey) natl 
two vases of flowers on her 
desk when tile legislature 
sat yesterday, probably to 
make up for the flowers she 
didn’t have for the House 
opening Thursday.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (CCF- 
Grand Forks • Greenwood ), 
who had a vase of flowers on 
her desk for the opening, 
had another vase of flowers 
on her desk yesterday.

They are the only women 
MLAs.

Victoria Liberal MLA George E9 
Gregory was called upon to £ 
eat crow at yesterday’s sitting 
of the legislature, but he 
wasn’t there to do it.

W. H. Murray (SC, PrinceB 
Rupert) reminded the House  ̂j 
that Mr. Gregory had said dur- ( *
ing the last session that he 
would be campaign manager 
for Works Minister Chant if 
he builds a Victoria court­
house.

Thursday’s Throne Speech 
said the courthouse would be 
started this year and the 
Prince Rupert member, in his 
speech seconding the reply to 
the Throne Speech, reached 
into his pocket and pulled out 
a book of membership tickets 
in the Social Credit League.

A page boy took them over 
and placed them on the desk 
of Mr. Gregory so he could 
start his job as campaign man­
ager.

But the butt of the joke 
was absent.

* * *
W. H. Murray, the Social 

Credit MLA for Prince Ru­
pert, told the legislature that 
Attorney-General Bonner's ex­
planation why vodka is not 
sold by the bottle in B.C. 
liquor stores is “not realistic."

“I believe vodka was de­
scribed as an odorless and in­
sidious drink and because of 
these characteristics it was 
not deemed wise to offer it for 
sale by the bottle,’’ he said.

“Such a ruling, apart from 
its universal unpopularity, is 
entirely contradictory and in­
consistent with the practice of 
selling It by the case to those 
who can afford it and by the 
glass in private clubs,’’ he said.

There were 184 miles of 
highway constructed or recon- 
structed last year, of which 63 
miles was Trans-Canada High­
way, the department of high­
ways report shows.

Sixty-two bridges were com­
pleted and work was in prog­
ress on 30 more, 16 on the 
Trans-Canada Highway.

Gross expenditure on the 
Tranà-Canada Highway in B.C. 
wa* $26,409,187, with the fed­
eral government sharing 50- 
50 in a large part of the total.

The highway department 
spent $36,420 on aircraft re­
pairs and expenses down $14,- 
000 from the previous year.

* * *
Victoria Social Credit MLA 

Donald Smith indicated that 
when he speaks to the Throne 
Speech in the House, Thurs 
day. he will ask the govern­
ment to titter on a share-the- 

it With the B,C. 
transporta- 

provide free 
l-age pen- 
lumbia.

A master wage agreement 
covering all job classifications 
in the smaller hospitals of the 
province was urged by William 
Murray (SC, Prince Rupert). 

★ ★ ★
Meetings of a joint commit­

tee of municipal and provin­
cial government officials, to 
study à complete revision of 
provincial-municipal financing, 
have been postponed, Provin­
cial Secretary Wesley Black 
said.

Mr. Black, chairman of the

Fcommittee and municipal 
I affairs minister, said meetings 
I may be held toward the end 
| of the session.

* * *
It became obvious yesterday 

| that the controversial B.C.
I Power Commission financing 
arrangements, disclosed in 
November by H. Lee Briggs,

I who was later fired as com- 
I mission general manager, will 
] become a lively part of the 

current spring sitting of the 
| legislature.

Opposition Leader Robert 
I Strachan took the offensive 

when he placed, on the order 
] paper a series of questions 
I about power commission 
I financing

One point the CCF leader 
j queries is the alleged broker- 
I age fees paid for loans taken 
I up by government agencies or 
J trust funds.

Oak Bay Liberal MLA 
I Archie Gibbs, the opposition

I financial expert of the House, I 
I asked a number of questions p 
Ion PGE Railway borrowings§ 
I and financing, the Govern-1 
I ment Liquor Act and forest | 
I management licences.

There were 36 questions I 
I placed on the order paper! 
J yesterday, most of them by g 
j Social Credit members.
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| Joint Commision Asked

‘Out-of-Date’ Indian Act 
Amendment Requested

The B.C. government was urged yesterday to ask ,1 
the federal government to amend the Indian Act and 
establish a joint federal-provincial commission to study l| 
the intricate problems of the native Indians of B.C |[ 

W. H. Murray (SC-Prince |

J'V ** *v* **

&

Rupert) told the legislature 
that the existing Indian Act, in­
sofar as West Coast Indians 
were concerned is “entirely put 
of date.”

“Oui1 Indians have advanced 
socially and in every other 
way at a rate exceeding that of 
Indians of the prairie prov­
inces and of Eastern Canada,

by and countenance the en­
forcement of an Act which, in- 
so far as our Indian people | 
are concerned, is entirely 
medieval, if not obsolete.”

Object of the Indians is to ||| 
eliminate discrimination.

He said liquor restrictions §1 
put on Indiâns can “only lead |r 

“ feeling pf discrimination j®

m

i1 he said. ‘ We cannot stand idly i an(^ 0f second class citizen-
■■pHH ship”

mmi|m
■ ' T* '• i y i

(

:. Vi-a ' y\ ^

|g|j|g|MwÆ

m il

“It is quite in order for me 1 
to drink with a native friend | 
during the hours that licenced I 

rv premises are open, but if 11 
^ dared have a drink with him I 

™eB before or after these hours, 11 
would be guilty of an offence,’1 
he said.

He pointed out an Indian | 
could buy liquor by the glass p 
in cocktail bars or public}] 

SEjj houses, but could not buy jj* 
|| liquor in the liquor stores or a p ' 

I'.i/M bottle of beer in a public house.
S Such a situation leads to ex- F 
$jji cessive drinking during the]

■ 4 last hour of sale before clos-1 
Sl ing time, because he knows 1 
H full well that he can’t obtain E|l 
S| another drink until the licenced ||| 

premises open again, Mr. Mur- 
MB ray said.

He said the situation builds I 
up a “violent, resentment 1 
against this type of law and | 
against those whose unpleas­
ant duty it is x to enforce the | 
law.”

|M mffyiiM i1 i|'i" 
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\Peaceful Session 
Highly Unlikely
It seems likely that CCF | Telephone Company rates and

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan will upset Premier 
Bennett’s prediction of a quiet 
session when he takes the 
floor of the legislature tomor­
row.

The 45-year-old Glasgow-

(born Scot is not expected to 
pull any punches.

He already has served notice

I he intends to attack govern­
ment policy in power, labor, 
financing and other matters. 

He is expected to call for 
I provincial control of B.T

services.
Mr. Stachan may also have 

i something to say about the- j 
i case of former Socred lands 
! and forests minister Robert 
! Sommers, sentenced to five 
years for bribery and con­
spiracy.

Sommers is appealing but ] 
his appeal won’t reach the 
courts until next month.

Mr. Strachan will lead off 
! the opposition in the throne 
! speech debate in which speak­
ers have' unlimited leeway on J 

1 the subjects they may cover.



Power 
Topic 
Today

Lands and Forests Minister 
I Ray Williston will outline the 
I power policies and plans of 
| the Social Credit government 
I when he continues his speech 
Sin the Throne Speech debate 
jin the legislature today.
I Yesterday, Mr. Williston de- 
I livered the first part of his 
| speech, largely a rebuttal of 

the scathing attack delivered 
I on the government earlier by 
I Opposition Leader Robert 
J Strachap.

Mr. Williston said not one 
I of Mr. Strachan’s claims that 
\ the B.C. Power Commission 
jwas being "fattened for the 
I kill" to be taken over by the 
I B.C. Electric or Wenner-Gren 
^interests could be sub- 
[J stantiated.

When the full story of the 
I power commission becomes 

known, he said, it will be any­
thing but the story Mr. 

I Strachan was trying to put 
8 over.

Referring to Mr. Strachan’s 
I criticism of a 17 per cent in- 
g crease in freight rates on the 
j government-owned PGE rail- 
gway, Mr. Williston said it 
I must follow the national rail- 
I ways in freight matters be- 
I cause it has to meet the 
I wage scales.

To Consolidate B.C. Needs

'New Power Colossus 
by Gregory

Gregory Tries

Can’t
Sell
Cards

rtctNtiaLib mupm 
j GregorjnSold the legislature 
j yesterday he had been trying 
| to sell membership tickets to 
B thé Social Credit League all 
| weekend, but had found no 
( takers.

At Friday’s sitting, William 
j Murray (SC, Prince Rupert) re- j 
t called that Mr. Gregory had 
1 offered to be Works Minister 

ftnt’s campaign manager 
fen Victoria gets its new 

house. In the Throne 
eh Thursday, a start on 
courthouse was promised 
year. Mr. Murray sent a 

j book of Social Credit member- 
| ship cards over to Mr. Greg­
ory's desk.
S OUT AND STUMP

"My recollection was that I 
I said I would get out and 
I stump for him when the court- 
j house was built,” Mr. Gregory 
| said yesterday.

“You are backing away j 
| fast,” Mr. Chant retorted.

"We are in a pickle and we I 
! haven’t got a Hansard,” Mr. j 
I Gregory replied with a smile, j 
I “But no one has ever accused }
I me of being a welcher.”

Mr. Gregory said he started j 
| trying to sell cards on Satur- a 
day. “I am telling you, Mr. fl 

j Chant, you and I are going to I 
J have a tough time to get you ! 
j elected,” he said. “We are “ 

[oing to have an uphiU battle.” | 
“Unless you change your| 

j attitude,” laughed Mr. Chantj | 
(FuU account of Mr. Gref. ' 

i speech on Page IS.)

Formation of a new government-owned j 
utility to generate all British Columbia power 
needs was urged in the legislature yesterday 
by George Gregory (Lib.-Victoria).

He suggested it be called 
B.C. Hydro and that it should 
develop the province’s hydro 
resources in the most eco­
nomical way and then sell the 
power to the B.C. Electric and 
the B.C. Power Commission. 
SLOAN PRECEDENT

He said the new company 
could start with development 
of the Columbia and the Peace 
River and asked that the very 
best men be hired as leaders 
of the company. “And we 
should be willing to pay 
them,” he said, and referred to 
precedent having been set by 
the $50,000 forestry adviser job 
filled by the late Hon. Gordon 
Sloan.

Mr. Gregory said he was not 
hitting at the B.C. power com­
missioners. “I think they have 
done their best, but you can’t 
expect the very best from 
men who have already done 
their life’s work,” he said. 
RATES TOO HIGH

He said that part of the 
trouble British Columbia has 
experienced in attracting in­
dustry is that “our power 
rates are too high.” He 
thought under his B.C. Hydro 
plan and with the best engin­
eers available power costs 
could be reduced.

Speaking in the Throne 
Speech debate, Mr. Gregory 
ranged over a number of sub­
jects and touched on some 
points of the Sommers case, 
although he said he would re­
serve most of his comments 
until discussion on the attor­
ney-general’s department esti­
mates when the attorney- 
general would be able to reply. 
TWO QUESTIONS

He said there were two 
questions he wished the attor­
ney-general to be ready to 
answer.

One was to tell who in­
formed former lands and for­
ests minister Rqbert Sommers 
of the charges made by 
Charles Eversfield and David 
Sturdy In Mr. Bonner’s office.

The second was to teH when 
the attorney-general first be­
came aware that Sommers 
had been taking money from 
Gray.

Mr. Gregory said only three 
people knew of the declara­
tion made in Mr. Bonner’s 
office by Charles Eversfield.
BATHER OBVIOUS 

"It is rather obvious who 
ifcgd,” he said. ,<9o we have 

itten into evidence of a civil

into the hands of a colleague fj 
who used it to try to get| 
money.”

Mr. Gregory referred to they 
time Robert Sommers rose in ] 
the House and said he had ! 
done nothing wrong.

"What has become of the 
long - established principle in I 
the House that members speak § 
just the truth and we all be- * 
Heve?” asked Mr. Gregory.

"I can think of no one better jl 
than the prime minister (Ben-j 
nett) to repudiate the man,” j 
Mr. Gregory challenged. 
PREMIER SILENT

But Premier Bennett said P 
nothing. He turned his chair | 
around so his back was facing I 
Mr. Gregory as he had done § 
through most of his speech.

"Unless hç repudiates him J 
we can no longer accept the| 
fact that only the truth is | 
spoken in this House,” Mr. | 
Gregory again challenged and | 
the premier carried on with a| 
conversation with Highways J 
Minister Gaglardi.

At one point in his speech fj 
Mr. Gregory said he would j 
like the premier during his li 
trip to Ottawa to look up the J 
Victoria MP there and “punch : 
him in the nose for me.” But 
Mr. Gregory didn’t get al 
chance to outline his reasons, f 
NEVER BE RUDE

“I would never be rude to a 
him or any other member,” j 
Premier Bennett said.

Mr. Gregory said “the time 
has come for both labor and ? 
management to settle their;; 
disputes in a less warlike Lj 
manner than in the past."

He said the Labor Relations y 
Act should be changed so a s 
strike vote is a vote to go on lj 
strike. “I do Rot advocate 6 
compulsory arbitration except | 
in essential services,” he said.
IS IT TOO BIG?

Mr. Gregory 
the connection 
Electric with * 
interests. "I ca 
ing if the 
not gotten too bi» foi 

iblic |

ick out at £ 
the B.C.J 
jer-Greng! 

•Ip wonder-1 
lectric has! 
for its own! 

good and the public good," he j 
said.

He said he wouldn’t be sur-1 
prised if shares in the Peace *! 
River Power Development 
Company, which cost Wenner-1 
Gren 33 cents and the B.C. j 
Electric $1. cost the general fi 
public $10 when they are put g 
on the general market.

"Anyone who thinks Wen- ^ 
ner-Gren is here for our good lj 
is thoroughly mistaken," hef
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Strachan Flays 
Bennett Policy

By ALEC MERR1MAN
Opposition Leader Robert Strachan (CCF- 

Cowichan-Newcastle) yesterday delivered a lengthy 
denunciation of Social Credit government policy and 
attitude which at times had Premier Bennett and other 
cabinet ministers squirming in their seats.

At the end of his hard­
hitting speech, Mr. Strachan^ 
called for a vote, asking for! 
the resignation of the govern-1 
ment and charging the govern­
ment with mishandling the 
Sommers bribery • conspiracy 
charges.
MOTION DEFEATED

The . non-confidence motion j 
was defeated, 37-14. Liberals,
CCF and the two independents 
voted together.

Strongest attack came on 
the mental health branch, but 
the CCF leader's speech ran 
the gamut through the im­
position on the lieutenant- 
governor to ask him to read 
such a lengthy Throne Speech, 
the government’s taking over 
of the Black Ball ferries under 
the Civil Defence Act, PGE 
freight rates, school budgets, 
power policies and power finan- 
cing and the Sommers case.

—T
BENNETT UNHAPPY 

Several times Premier Ben­
nett snapped back denials, 
questions and dares at the 
Opposition leader. The prem­
ier's (ace alternately was red, 
and all smiles. Part of the 
time the premier turned his 
back on Mr. Strachan and; 
talked to Highways Minister 
Gaglardi. After VA hours of 
listening to the speech the 
premier left the House, ob­
viously unhappy at the unre­
lenting attacks.

At one point, it looked like 
the premier might be goaded 
into an election this year, al­
though he has repeatedly said 
there won't be an election.
CHANGE FORECAST

After hitting hard at the 
power commission refinancing 
controversy Mr. Strachan said: 
“One of these days there is 
going to be a change and there 
will be a government which be­
lieves in proper development 
of natural resuorces.’ ’

He mentioned the close re­
sults of the Trail byelection. 
“You are pretty scared right 
now, Mr. Premier,’’ he taunted.

“Are you asking for one,” 
the premier shouted.

“Yes. You wouldn’t dare,” 
said Mr. Strachan.

FATTENED FOB KILL
Mr. Strachan charged the 

B.C. Power Commission was 
being “fattened for the kill” 
and that the “action of this 
government has brought the 
power commission to its 
knees. It has put the power 
commission in a position 
where it is fair game for the 
B.C. Electric and the Wenner- 
Gren interests."

He said the government 
should resign because its 
handling of the Sommers case 
has "made our province the 
laughing stock of Canada. It 
is no longer worthy of the 
confidence of the people."

OPPOSITION LEADER 
STRACHAN

. , . promises, promises'

But the government mem­
bers were unshaken by the 
Opposition leader’s words and 
stuck solidly together when 
the division bells sounded. If 
any government member had 
in mind crossing the floor of 
the House at this session thei 

Continued on Page * /

*
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FATTENED FOR KILL
Mr. Strachan charged the 

BiC. Power Commission was 
being “fattened for the kill” 
and that the “action of this 
government has brought the 
power commission to its 
knees. It has put the power 
commission in a position 
where it is fair game for the 
B.C. Electric and the Wenner- 
Gren interests.”

He said the government 
should resign because its 
handling of the Sommers case 
has "made our province the 
laughing stock of Canada. It 
is no longer worthy of the 
confidence of the people.”

the government mem- 
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Ition leader’s words and 
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Mental Health Policy Flayed

Strachan Hits Out
■ r- ■

....... Continued from Page 1
H call for division was his oppor- 
■ tunity to do so. And not one 

government member even 
j absented himself from the 
I floor of the House.

SLICK, SMOOTH 
Mr. Strachan charged the 

I Social Credit party "which 
| came in with such pretensions, 
I is now one of the slickest, 
jj smoothest political machines 
| this province has ever had 
I . . . promises, promises every- 

where ... we now have the 
| same type of machine operat-

■

as we condemned in the old- 
|| line parties.”

He pointed out the 367 
H majority by which the Socreds 
S won the Rossland-Trail by- 
H election was a long way down 
|| from the 2,000 it won by in 
■ 1956.
|E “It seems now you don’t 

even have to fool the majority 
Hi of the people — just 30 per 
|H cent," Mr. Strachan said. 
m SPEAKER’S RULING

Mr. Strachan ran into 
”j» trouble from Speaker Hugh 

*1 Shantz when he attempted to 
I discuss the Sommers case, 
j “You are not allowed to dis- j cuss anything given in evi- 
I dence or which may be given 
1 in evidence at a retrial,” Mr. 
| Speaker said.

Gordon Dowding • (CCF— 
H Burnaby) jumped to his feet 

S to protest the Speaker's ruling 
™ and Attorney-General Robert 

| Bonner jumped up to agree j with the Speaker.
“I suggest the speaker 

(Strachan) speak to this sub­
ject during discussion of my 

I estimates when I may reply 
to him with the same * heat 

I with which he is addressing 
I me," Mr. Bonner said.

"Are you not even going 
to allow a quote from a news­
paper. This is the fourth ses­
sion we have not been allowed 
to freely discuss this matter," 
Mr .Strachan said.
SPEAKER ADAMANT 

The Speaker held fast to his 
I huling, but Mr. Strachan. con­

tinued his attack on the 
attorney-general.

“Evidence at the trial 
j showed how deeply the gov- 
j eminent was involved . . .
there was mention in evidence 

I of Social Credit party com- 
paign funds an<*, the like,” Mr. 
Strachan charged. The 

[ Speaker then intervened.
Mr. Strachan tharged the

brought the matter out in the i cent staff turnover and of gen- 
open by laying criminal eral staff unrest and dissatis- 
charges. faction. It said “the teams are

“We of the CCF asked for not able to handle the volume

ai

ing within the Sacred party volved ln this slnce me be_

of work referred to them.” It ; 
said staff vacancies could have 
been filled if the salaries 
offered had more nearly 
equalled those prevailing in 
local agencies.

Mr. Strachan said there was 
no need for the American 
Psychiatric Association to 
make an investigation (the 
association is scheduled to 
start an inquiry soon on gov­
ernment request) because the 
mental services report tells 
exactly what is needed.
NOT INVITED 

The Opposition leader said 
the attorney- he wanted to put it on record 
Strachan said, j that he did not get an invita-

an inquiry. We charged 
one ... we didn’t ask for per­
secution either . . . serving , a 
man a summons at 1.3Ô in the 
morning.”

Of Sommers he charged the 
government with "roasting a 
man over a low fire . . . twist­
ing a knife in his back . . . 
what he needed was protec­
tion from his friends.”

“It is obvious the attorney- 
general has beqn deeply in-

ginning. Just how deeply we 
didn’t know until Mr. Som­
mers, himself, told the court 
he had been acting on the 
advice of 
general,” Mr.
MENTAL HEALTH

Mr. Strachan took a hard 
hitting smash at the govern-

tion to go on’ the inaugural | 
run of the PGE Railway “de­
spite the statements made by

merit’s action in the field of I high-priced public relations of-
mental health.

He said Provincial Secretary 
Wesley Black had, on the last 
days of the session last year, 
filed a report on mental 
health which showed cuts had 
been made in mental health 
services staffs . . . cuts which 
the minister had denied 
throughout the session.

Mr. Strachan quoted from 
the report and said the Pro­
vincial Secretary, in "deliber­
ately” keeping it from the 
House was guilty of “manip­
ulation of parliamentary pro­
cedure for political purposes.” 
It was "a monstrous display 
of irresponsibility and shame­
ful neglect,” he said.
RAN FOR LIFE

“He tabled it on the last 
day of the House and then 
ran for his life,” he said. The 
CCF leader looked at Mr. 
Black and said: “Had I been 
in your place, I would have 
tabled the report and ran, 
too.”

"It is unfortunate a few 
dollars should stand in the 
way of greater progress . . . 
I challenge any member in 
this House to read the report 
and then brag about debt re­
duction . . . Don’t brag to me 
about debt reduction when 
these conditions exist ... I 
would resign in shame, espe­
cially if I had joked about the 
situation.”

Mr. Strachan quoted at 
length from the report of Dr. 
A. H. Gee, who was director 
of mental health services when 
the report was tabled last

government “ s t a l l e d and I session, 
dawdled for 707 days before.it ' The report told of a 35.6 per

ficials.’
He criticized the government 

for increasing PGE freight 
rates after it had waged a 
fight to have no increase in | 
national railway freight rates.

He got into an argument 
with Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson when he said he had 
not been able to get copies of 
school budgets from him.
HALF TRUTH

“The minister refused to _
make this information avail- |H| 
able to me,” Mr. Strachan '
said.

"That’s a half truth,” Mr. 
Peterson retorted.

"The fact Is I haven’t got 
it,” Mr. Strachan replied.

Mr. Strachan said he then 
wrote to all school boards and (| 
that Mr. Peterson got hold of 
the letter and wrote the school 
boards saying he didn’t re­
fuse him.

“That is false,” Mr. Peter­
son replied.

“Will you let me 
them,” Mr. -Strachan shot 
back. “He doesn’t want the 
people of B.C. to correlate 
and gather the information,” 
he said.

On power, Mr. Strachan 
said it was “timg the B.C.
Electric lost an election in 
this province.” He said it 
looked like the power com­
mission was being "fattened 
up for the kill, so that when 
the time comes it can be 
turned over to a private com­
pany.”

“The answer it no,” inter­
jected the premier.

ISiiii
■

have gwMpt

■gills
«pif
• ■



ÎNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1959

Bitter ML As Plead
In Vain for Debate
Opposition members of 

the
The time was 6 p.m. and 

legislature were ! Speaker Hugh Shantz inter- 
. , - , . . rupted and said: “The Housethwarted last night in a

long, strong and bitter 
attempt to have unemploy­
ment problems debated-im­
mediately on the Vloor of 
the House rather thtm by 
the select standing com­
mittee on labor.

is recessed until 8 p.m.”
FIREWORKS START

For more than three hours 
CCF an^i Liberal members 
pleaded, begged and threat­
ened the government members 
to let the legislative assembly 
as a whole debate unemploy­
ment.

3 FILIBUSTER
Member after member on 

I both sides of the House rose 
I to speak. It was almost a 
I filibuster.

“Problems like this tran- 
I scend all political parties. As 
I far as I am concerned when 
I unemployment is before this 
I House there is only one party 

-the people's party,” Ran- 
I dolph Harding (CCF—Kaslo- 
I Slocan) argued.
I AMENDMENT LOST

The fireworks really started 
as the House reconvened at 8 
when Premier Bennett said it 
was an adjournment and the 
House would have to go with 
the Throne Speech debate. 
The unemployment question 
couldn't come up.

“I am asking the premier 
to be intellectually honest,” 
Robert Stradhan, opposition 
leader, shouted across the 
floor at the premier.

“Shame, shame,” came the 
cries from the government I 
benches.

“I now call on the member I 
from Albemi to resume the| 
interrupted debate," he said.

Mr. Squire then moved an | 
amendment to Mr. Wlck’i 
motion that instead of the un-1 
employment situation being I 
referred to the select standing I 
committee on labor it be re-1 
ferred to the House as a com-| 
mittee.
HOW MUCH AVAILABLE?

“What point is there in this I 
committee if we have no idea I 
how much money is available,” | 
he said.

A CCF amendment to have 
I the House as a whole discuss 
I unemployment was defeated 
I late last night by 34 to 12. 
I Still later, at 11.25 p.m., the 
I original motion to have the 
B committee on labor meet to 
[discuss employment was 
[ passed unanimously, jj Government members, led by 
| Premier Bennett, did their best 
[to stop debate on the unem- 
| ployment subject and then At 

tomey-General Bonuner paved 
! the way for it to continue, 
j HOW IT STARTED

WITHDRAW DEMAND
“Withdraw,” the premier de­

manded.
“If you think it is an in­

ference, I will certainly with­
draw^," Mr. Strachan said 
under pressure.

The Speaker then ruled the 
Throne Speech debate should 
continue.

Opposition members argued 
a recess had been called and 
the unemployment debate 
should continue. George Gre­
gory (Lib.-Victoria) challenged 
the Speaker's ruling, but lost 
when division were called.
BONNER’S MOVE

Herbert Bruch (SC—Esqui­
mau) said he opposed the 
amendment because the com­
mittee would be able to hear 
reports from many groups and 
organizations interested in the 
unemployment problems and 
with ideas to help solve it “If 
we were to go to the House 
we would be refusing these 
people the right to be heard,’* 
he said.
LACK OF COURTESY

H The subject arose when,
I after the Throne Speech ad-
II journment. Labor Minister 
II Wicks moved a resolution to

Ihave the select standing com­
mittee on labor convene to hear 
submissions from interested 
parties on measures to pro- 

11 mote employment and to report 
[jits findings to the House.
I SPEAKER INTERVENES
| John Squire (CCF, Albemi) 
| rose to speak to the question 
I and said: “If this government 
I is serious let it indicate to the 

I committee how much money 
it is prepared to spend." He 

; started to propose an amend­
ment

Attorney - General Bonner j 
then rose to deliver his 
speech in the Throne Speech 
debate. He spoke for a few 
minutes on what he intended 
to say the next day and then 
moved to adjourn until the 
sitting of the House today.

Mr. Strachan jumped to his 
feet and asked about the labor 
debate. “I am anxious to have 
it clarified. How do we ex­
tract it out of limbo?” he

Tony Gargrave (CCF—Mac-1 
kenzie) started off by attack­
ing the premier.

"I think the premier h a s 1 
tried to intimidate the Opposi- [ 
tion,” he said. "Frankly I ami 
fed up with the lack of cour-1 
tesy from the premier. That is I 
the way I feel. This House I 
can’t function without that | 
courtesy."

He said he “would have [ 
hoped the government would [ 
have come to this House with a | 
plan to combat unemploy- 
ment.”

“Here we are one full year | 
after throwing the same reso- 
lution to the same committee | 
which is going to bring the 
same group of businessmen 
before it that it heard last | 
year,” Mr. Harding said.
WHOLE DAY ASKED

RECESSED
The House was recessed for 

15' minutes while the Speaker 
studied his former ruling.

He returned and said he 
would support his regular rul­
ing because when he recessed 
the House at 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. he ,in effect brought it 
jnto another sitting. If he had 
recessed it until anytime be­
fore 8 p.m., the debate on 
unemployment could have con­
tinued.

He said the unemployment l 
situation "is far more serious 
than we realize.” He sug­
gested the legislature set aside 
a day to discuss it and then 1 
go into the labor committee | 
and get down to brass tacks I 
to pull this province out of 
the tailspin it has gone into."

Attorney-General Bonner| 
said unemployment could bel 
discussed by any member ia| 
the Throne Speech debate and, I 
in fact, he intends to 'refer to I 
it today.

VA M
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Bennett Defends Policies 
In First Night

[ht that the debt- 
imment has created

the is

Premier Bennett said Tuesday n 
I reduction policy of his Social Credit go- 
i employment on a ,We wouldn.t have ^ ab;
I vast scale. to take on these projects, t<
| Rising in a debate on unem- give this employment il wi 
g ployment as the legislature en- hadn’t reduced our net debt.’ 
8 goged in its first night sitting ,
I of the nèw session, the prem- ABBl'oWINGINC*
I ier mentioned the Pacific The premier, in good voici 
R Great Eastern Railway, the and arm-swinging mood, wa 
I B.C. Power Commission works, answering CCF oppositioi 
Ithe purchase of the Lion’s criticisms that his governmen 
| Ga*e bridge and the huge Deas actually created unemploy 
i Island tunnel project and ment by cutting governmenta 
N declared: staff.

He said the opposition knew 
nothing about economics, 

creation of em-about the 
ployment.

If i the government had| 
“played politics like other | 
political parties, we would let! 
the debt soar.” But his gov-i 
emment was “planning for ! 
20 years from now because, f 
as I have said before, we are | 
going to be the government! 
of this province for the next|
50 years.’

La borfor Wenner-Gren 
In North, Says MLA

River, the 10 Social Credit because labor there wants this 
members of Ue noi uiern uv development," he told the CCF 
terior “will be here for a long members, 
time." “We do not take kindly to

“You claim to represent this . . . talk down . . . and 
labor. You don’t represent talk against this great develop- 
labor where 1 come from ment," he said.

Hugh Shirreff tSC— 
Skeena) told opposition mem­
bers in the legislature yester­
day that if they keep on 
opposing the Wenner - Gren 
development of the Peace

Hj-
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Williston Says

Top Power Policy
Affecting B.C

Must Be Resolved
The time for a specific declaration of top power 

policy for British Columbia is fast approaching, lands 
and forests minister Ray Williston told the legislature 
yesterday. '

But, he said, the next step of Pey River power
In B.C.-. power development with the resultant industrial 
will not come until agreement »<®"ty which will naturally 
has been reached on the Co- „ . ... ,
lumbia River or a decision p®rh.aPs n,0,hin» ,ls m"e 
. „ „ th_ p---- difficult than to convince thehas been reached on the Peace ,__. oni,, D ..p, people living in southern Bnt-
^ ish Columbia that fair-minded

In his outline of the power encouragement rather than 
requirements of B.C., Mr. condemnation should be given 
Williston said: those who exercise vision,

1. The Peace River is fairly backed by a faith which they
simple in execution when com- are willing to support with dol- 
pared to the Fraser or Colum- iars, for Peace River develop- 
bia Rivers. ment.

2. Within one month specific 7. The province will be in a
sites will be chosen for de- critical power position in six 
tailed engineering work on 0r seven years.
the Peace. 8. The province, because of

3. Transmission qf p o w e r the Peace, is in a much
from the Peace to Iiower stronger bargaining position 
Ma|jiland is a real challenge now, but the need for electri- 
to free enterprise, but trans- city in B.C. could, before the 
mission specialists with inter- Peace, have forced develop- 
national reputations say it ment of the Columbia on the 
can be done. best downstream benefit

4. Users of large quantities terms the province could nego- 
of low-cost electricity will be tiate under emergency circum- 
given time to establish in the stances.
north. 9. At present there is no hy-

5. No single p-r 0 j e c t has dro development of any sig- 
united the residents of the nificance throughout the en- 
northern area more than the 1 tire north-central region.

Job Producing Need
10. There is a growing need 

for developments which will 
create jobs, and in an atomic 
age decentralization of produc­
tion is essential.

11. Three years of detailed 
engineering work are still re­
quired before it will be defin­
itely known whether the 
Fraser River power and flood 
control development proposed 
by the Fraser River Board can 
actually be contructed.

12. The federal government 
has never made any proposal 
for a development on the Co­
lumbia River.

13. Report of the Inter­
national Joint Commission on 
the Columbia River has appar­
ently been submitted to the 
federal government, but not 
to British Columbia.

14. The very fine liaison on 
the Columbia problem, which 
had ‘been established on the 
technical level with British 
Columbia and the federal 
authorities, became ineffective 
when the Conservatives took 
power.

15. B-C.’s own Crippen- 
Wright report has been re­
ceived, but there is no use 
sowing seeds of conflict in 
Catiada by taking up an estab­
lished position in British 
Columbia prior to the presen­
tation of the report of the 
International Board of Engin­

eers to the International Joint 
Commission next March.

Mr. Williston said the pro­
vincial government had initi­
ated a study of future power 
needs for this province which 
showed that an annual aver­
age increase in the use of 
electrical energy in the order 
of 9.6 per cent can be expected 
until- 1975. After that the 
annual compounded increase 
tfviïî be not less than 4.7 per

"The whole provincial use of 
electricity at the end of 1958 
wâs about 11,700,000,000 kilo­
watt hours—more than three 
times the consumption in 1948.

Demands on Vancouver 
Island and mainland systems 
are expected to Increase 
beyond presently planned 
projects in a very short time, 
Mr. Williston said.

He said plants now under 
construction in B.C. should 
provide an additional 4,200,- 
000,00b kilowatt hours of 
energy by the end of 1961, 
bringing total available to 
16,000,000,000 kilowatt hours 
annually.

This, Mr. Williston said, is 
not expected to satisfy de­
mands at that time—likely to 
exceed 18,000,000,000 kilowatt 
hours in 1691.

By 1975 requirements will i 
have risen to 50,000.000.000 ; 
kilowatt hours annually, Mr. 
Williston predicted.

& -’trv.i
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Many Disturbing Problems’ in Economy — Bonner

Job Confi

eers to the International Joint 
Commission next March.

Mr. Williston said the pro­
vincial government had initi­
ated a study of future power 
needs for this province which 
showed that an annual aver­
age increase in the use of 
electrical energy in the order 
of 9.6 per cent can be expected 
until 1975. After that the 
annual compounded increase 

be not less than 4.7 per
lent.

he whole provincial use of 
I electricity at the end of 1958 
|wàs about 11.700,000,000 kilo­
watt hours—more than three 
times the consumption in 1948.

Demands on Vancouver 
Island and mainland systems 
are expected to increase 
beyond presently planned 
projects in a. very short time, 
Mr. Williston said.

He said plants now under 
construction in B.C. should 
provide an additional 4,200,- 
000,oob kilowatt hours of 
energy by the end of 1961, 
bringing total available to 
16,000,000,000 kilowatt hours 
annually.

This, Mr. Williston said, is 
not expected to satisfy de­
mands at that time—likely to 
exceed 18,000,000,000 kilowatt 
hours in 1691.

By 1975 requirements will 
have risen to 50,000,000 000 
kilowatt hours annually, Mr. 
Williston predicted.

Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner said yesterday that a
federal-provincial conference 
on unemployment and the na­
tional economy is overdue.

He said national conditions 
could not be improved, other 
than by accident, if the 10 pro­
vincial governments and the 
federal government pursue in­
dividual and possibly diverg­
ent policies.

Mr. Bonner, who spoke m 
the Throne Speech debate in 
the legislature yesterday, 
mainly in his capacity as trade 
minister, indicated that Brit­
ish Columbia and Canada will 
have to follow the lead of the 
United States in solving un­
employment problems.
BEST CUSTOMER

“Our dependence upon for­
eign matters cannot be over- 

| emphasized,’* he said. “The 
United States remains by far 

1 our best customer. 
i “In addition to corrective 
measures which we can em­
ploy within the nation or in 
this province, we must look to 
the commercial health of the 
United States. Their current 
experience, therefore, is worth 
our experience.
CONFIDENCE, PROBLEMS

“We-begin 1959 with great 
confidence for the future, but 
with many disturbing prob­
lems apparent in our general 
economy,” Mr. Bonner said.

During 1958, he said, the 
best months saw more than 

j five per cent of our labor 
force unemployed and 10.5 per 
cent unemployed during the 
worst months.
BRIGHTER SIDE

He said conditions improved 
in December when national fig­
ures disclosed 47,000 without 
jobs and seeking work in Brit­
ish Columbia and, “on the 
brighter side, we had employ­
ed in total 15,000 more than 
for the same period last year.”

Mr. Bonner said the national 
total for mid-December was 
440,000 a post-war record rep­
resenting 7.2 per cent of tiie 
labor force.
large increase

In December, American un­
employment increased by 300,- 
000 to a total of 4,100,000, rep- 
resenting 6.3 per cent of the 
labor force.

But he noted that the UJS. 
was pulling itself out of the 
recession with 64,000,000 now 
employed as against 62,000,000 
at the worst of the recession.

Mr. Bonner said it is fore­
seeable the United States will 
end its fiscal year with a $ 
000,000,000 deficit and that

Canadian government is run­
ning a deficit in recent months 
of $100,000,000 a month. 
ALREADY ALARMED

He said both countries could 
learn something from the 
United Kingdom, which is 
already alarmed over unem­
ployment totalling 500,000 peo­
ple or two per cent of the 
labor force.

Mr. Bonner answered 
charges made earlier by Op­
position Leader Robert 
Strachan concerning the 17- 

f per-cent freight rate increase

which followed the same in­
crease imposed by the national 
railways.

He said PGE wage rates are 
the same paid on the national 
lines.
LESSER SHARE

For the most part, he said, 
the PGE is a feeder line to 
Canadian or American lines 
and if the freight rates were 
lower, the PGE would receive 
a lesser share of the “through 
rates” on national lines.

He said the rate increase 
only hits five per cent of the

principal PGE users, because 
95 per cent would be under the 
through rates levy.
NATIONAL PROBLEM

Mr. Bonner expressed con­
cern over the national freight 
rate problem and said that 
since a 21-per-cent increase in 
1948 brought the dollar rate to 
$1.21, successive increases 
have jumped the dollar rate OHBM 
to $2.57.

On industrial expansion, he 
said annual investment in 
British Columbia has been 
$1,000,000,000 “which is a siz-

Appeals
Switch

A strong plea for en 
Independent tribunal to hear 
appeals of Workmen’» Com­
pensation Board decisions was 
made In the provincial legisla­
ture yesterday by John Squire 
(CCF—Albemi ).

He said that now a person 
appealing a compensation 
■board decision has to appeal 
to the same people who origin­
ally made the decision.

Adjectives
Improper

Speaker of the legislature 
Hugh Shantz yesterday 
warned MLAs to watch 
their adjectives during 
speeches.

He said adjectives used 
by both sides of the House 
had not been exactly in 
accordance with proper par­
liamentary procedure.

Name-calling started early 
this session.

able expression of confidence.”
"A remarkable upsurge in 

residential and institutional 
investment was accompanied 
by a gratifying boost in capital 
expansion of transportation 
and utility companies,” he 

! said.
He said another international 

trade fair is planned in 
Vancouver in 1961 and that the 
first industrial and trade con­
ference, sponsored by the de­
partment of trade and com­
merce, will be held in Van­
couver in May,

"PRESUMABLY it would be a tame 
-*• session of the Legislature if no 
voices were raised in emphasis, if no 
passion were aroused, if there were 
no give and take of honest and 
robust debate. A touch of verbal 
dynamism gives strength and force 
to discussion, particularly w h e n 
members are moved by the sincerity 
of their convictions. Noise and rude­
ness apparently for Its own sake is a 
different matter, however.

MLAs are elected to legislate for 
the good of the province as a whole. 
Theoretically then they should 
approach their task with a large 
measure of even temper, with respect 
for the gravity of the problems in­
volved, with some indication of ma­
turity of both judgment and manners. 
In practice one would sometimes 
doubt if these considerations loom 
very large.

Members quite obviously turn up 
primed to do battle. This is what is 
called the party game, and it seems 
inevitable to our political system. 
The opposition is bent on discrediting 
the government on every point, great 
and small, while for its part the gov­
ernment is bent equally on scoring 
off its opponents. No other existing

Lanners
organization of mankind would 
approach its duties In this frame of 
mind, but happily enough the system 
work?.

It would work much better how­
ever if there were less personal insult |[ 
and invective bandied around. In the 
Ottawa house the same kind of rude 
conduct is often to be noticed, but 
that adds no grace to the James Bay 
scene. Grown men even if of differ­
ing political persuasions should be 
able to meet and argue their points 
of view without behaving—as some­
times they do—like spoiled children. 
Some of the remarks exchanged, and 
the general attitude of disrespect for 
opposing views and opinions, are in 
fact most depressing when set j 
against the importance of the matters 
Involved.

Possibly this adds to the “liveli­
ness” of the session and no doubt it 
entertains the gallery spectator?, but 
it is a queer way for adults to under­
take what after all are grave respon­
sibilities. It would be refreshing if 
there were more reasoned and 
serious discussion and less bad- 
mannered quibbling and offensive 
phrase. Sometimes a little more 
ordinary courtesy would enhance the 
dipiity of the Legislature.
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Friendship
Flowering?
Attorney-General Bonner 

i mi wearing a boutonniere 
\ when he delivered Ida speech 
; In the legislature yesterday 

and he told the members It 
was a gift from Victoria Lib­
eral MIA George Gregory.

Mr. -Gregory has been a 
consistent opponent of Mr. 
Benner, especially In con­
nection with the Sommers 
case.

“It appears the possibility 
exists in which we may bury 
the hatchet other than In 
each other’s head," Mr. Bon­
ner quipped.

1

Jm
Thousands at Stake

Make Timber Firm Pay Up 
Alberni Member Urges B.C.

John Squire (CCF-Albémi) 
called on the provincial govern­
ment, Wednesday, to force a 
big timber company to pay 
taxes on its property in Al-

wmssamm

■ '-ismSkz

.

bemi, if the company doesn't 
voluntarily pay up.

The company is MacMillan 
and Bloedel Ltd., with whom 
the City of Alberni entered an 
agreement in 1946 to assess 
company property $800,000 a 
year for 20 years. The Legis- 
lature endorsed the city’s 
action.

But now, Mr. Squire told the 
legislature the city is 
being forced under the provin­
cial Equalization of Assess­
ment Act to collect 12 mills on 
the company’s property, now 
valued at more than $31,000,- 
000.

LOSE THOUSANDS
The Alberni school district 

stood to lose thousands in rev­
enue unless action was. taken. 
Justice could be done, Mr. 
Squire said, either by the com­
pany voluntarily offering# to 
“pay taxes on the full assess­
ment or by the government 
taking action.”

He felt the company had a

B.C. Should Bond 
Used Car Dealers

■ deep moral responsibility. But 
the legislature too had been 
party to the original agree­
ment then later had changed 
the assessment laws.
SHARP PENCIL

“This company by virtue of 
a very sharp pencil and an ac­
cumulation of very brilliant 
minds have systematically 
shifted their own tax load and 
social responsibilities onto the 
treasuries of Alberni and Port 
Alberni,” Mr. Squire charged.

He said Port Alberni was 
only asking for school taxes, 
based on a minimum 12-mill 
rate on fully assessed value of 
lands and improvements, but 
had made no claim on $250,000 
to $300,000 in general taxes. 
SUPREME COURT 

The fixed assessment agree­
ment will probably be tested 
before the Supreme Court of 
Canada.

A Vancouver MLA told the 
legislature yesterday it was 
time "the used car industry 
was raised out of the gutter.”

Alex Matthew (SC—Vancou- 
| ver Centre) said it could be 

t if the government would 
act to bond used car dealers 
like it does real estate dealers. 
This would protect the public 
against unscrupulous opera- 
:ors.

He said many Vancouver 
„ .'1 , J being victimized
| by used car dealers. The Better

found that 10 per cent of the || 
used car dealers were “dis­
honest.” Another 20 per cent 
were “Just on the verge of 
respectability.” One judge had 
described dealers brought be­
fore him as “cold-blooded” and 
deceitful.

Mr. Matthew, speaking in 
the throne speech debate, said || 
he agreed with the judge.

Alberta required a $10,000 
bond from used car dealers, 
Mr. Matthew said. It was time 
British Columbia raised “the 
used car industry out of the

Last week the Appeal Court 
in Victoria upheld the com­
pany's argument against the 
B.C. Supreme Court decision of 
Mr. Justice Arthur Lord who, 
on Oct. 14, 1958, decided in 
favor of the city in the case 
involving some $5,000,000.

Reasons for the Appeal 
Court’s decision have not yet 
been released.
PERSONAL OPINION

Mayor Loran Jordan, of 
Port Alberni said it was his 
personal opinion that the city 
should go “all the way and file 
an appeal in the Supreme 
Court of Canada.”

The dispute involves the 
fight of the city to collect 
school taxes on property 
covered by the fixed assess­
ment; agreement. The corpora­
tion contends that the prov­
ince’s Equalization of Assess­
ment Act had abrogated the 
agreement in so far as it con­
cerns the levy for school pur­
poses. Mr. Justice Lord sup­
ported the city’s contention 
when M. and B. took the mat­
ter to court.
AGREED TO PAY

Before appealing the judge's 
decision, the company agreed 
to pay some $300,000, the en­
tire amount in dispute for 1958. 
The company also agreed to 
pay an amount equal to the 
school taxes in 1959, which 
would be collectable if the 
fixed assessment agreement 
had not been in effect. It 
further agreed to pay all the 
city’s legal costs in the Appeal 
Court and Supreme Court if 
the case were takén to Ottawa.

The fixed assessment agree­
ment expires in 1965. It in­
volves property on which the 
company has since built its 
multi-million dollar pulp and 
paper mill.
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Smith to Ask B.C. Intervention 
If Parking Vote Plea IgnoredChant Looks Ahead

electors its $1,000,000 off-street 
parking bylaw he will ask the 
minister of municipal affairs 
to intervene.

He said the scheme will cost 
$750,000 in interest charges.

He said he is trying to get

council to present the bylaw 
again, but if it doesn’t he will 
ask the municipal affairs min­
ister to order it to put the 
question to another vote.

(See other Smith stories on 
Pages 2 and 7.)

J. Donald Smith, Victoria 
Social Credit MLA and former1 
Victoria alderman, said in the 
provincial legislature yester­
day that if Victoria city coun­
cil does not re submit to theLast week the Appeal Court 

i Victoria upheld the com- 
any’s argument against the 
,C. Supreme Court decision of 
[r. Justice Arthur Lord who, 
n Oct. 14, 1958, decided in 
avor of the city in the case 
ivolving some $5,000,000. 
Reasons for the Appeal 

lourt's decision have not yet1 
een released.
•ERSONAL OPINION 
Mayor Loran Jordan, of ! 

>ort Alberni said it was his 
tersonal opinion that the city : 
hould go “all the way and file 
n appeal in the Supreme 
:ourt of Canada.”

The dispute involves the 
eight of the city to collect 
ichool taxes on property 
covered by the fixed assess- 
nent; agreement. The corpora-

Cause of Blight, Says SmithAlbernis

Tax Relief UrgedPublic Works Minister 
Chant told the legislature last 
night that he envisages an au­
ditorium for Victoria in the 
“not far distant future,” but 
he didn’t say if it would bel 
built with provincial govern­
ment aid.

He also forecast a university I 
and a museum in Victoria ini 
the future.

“An auditorium could bring I 
a great deal of revenue to Vic-1 
toria through entertainments I 
and conventions,” he said.

On Older Homes
Tax concessions for owners i ability on the part of owners 

of older-type homes who seek ! to repair them, 
to make improvements were I “In order to clear our slums 
urged in the provincial legis-1 and blighted areas and to im- 
lature yesterday by J. Donald prove our communities, we 
Smith (SC-Victoria). must eliminate the causes of

He said that Victoria, especl- slums and blight, 
ally, is faced “with the very “The owners of these prop- 
great and pressing problem in er,jfs ha''e a har‘* 
regard to the deterioration of ™akln« nteet-what with 
our older homes" axes, utilities, fuels and the

“Most of these were once Jj^e, ^e said. They have a 
imoressive and fine old build- harder time scraping up

A Victoria Social Credit 
MLA, J. Donald Smith, last 
night put his support behind 
CCFer John Squire in his plea 
for help to Alberni and Port 
Alberni in their predicament of 
having a fixed assessment of 
$800,000 on $32,000,000 worth 
of MacMillan & Bloede! prop­
erties in those cities.

“I believe all municipalities 
should assist Port Alberni in 
taking this to the Supreme 
Court of Canada for a de­
cision,” he said.

I “Victoria,” he said, “has 
[many fixed assessments — the 
grain elevator, the Empress 
Hotel. Why the city fathers 

I have not pursued this, I don't 
know, but there is a pursuit 
of home-owners for taxes.

“If this Port Alberni case 
does go to the Supreme Court 
of Canada and the company

Socreds
Claim
Credit

ion contends that the prov- 
nce’s Equalization of Assess- 
nent Act had abrogated the 
agreement in so far as it con­
cerns the levy for school pur­
poses. Mr. Justice Lord sup­
ported the city’s contention 
when M. and B. took the mat­
ter to court.
AGREED TO PAY 

Before appealing the judge’s 
decision, the company agreed 
to pay some $300,000, the en­
tire amount in dispute for 1958. 
The company also agreed to 
pay an. amount equal to the

Credit for yesterday's news | 
that the U.S. has given tacit 

downstreamagreement 
benefits on the Columbia wasj 
given yesterday by Works I 
Minister Chant fo... Premier! 
Bennett and Lands and Forests! 
Minister Ray Williston.

(See Page t)
“It is a major victory fors 

B.Ç.,” he said. “It is indisl 
putable evidence of what wel 
are accomplishing. Canada! 
will benefit, but B.C. fought! 
for It.”

Socreds claim proposals for 
development of Peace River 
gave bargaining strength for ! 
Columbia River downstream 
benefits,__________________ _

school taxes in 1959, which 
would be collectable if the 
fixed assessment agreement 
had not been in effect. It 
further agreed to pay all the 
city’s legal costs in the Appeal 
Court and Supreme Court if 
the case were takén to Ottawa.

The fixed assessment agree­
ment expires in 1965, It in-

Little Man Squeezed Out—Bruch

Orchards Big Enough
report. Bigger loans weren’t 
the solution either.

Small holdings presented 
the present-day worker on a 
fixed income the best oppor­
tunity to supplement that in­
come. If operations kept 
getting bigger and bigger “we 
eventually will have one of 
those Russian and Chinese 
operations.”

Mr. Bruch said he could not 
see subsidization for the fruit 
farmer unless the government

every other type of operation. 
If the fruit farmer got it, 
others would scream for it

Herbert Bruch (SC—Esqui­
mau) rose in the legislature 
last night to criticize the recent 
royal commission report on 
B.C.’s tree-fruit industry.

He said the report turned 
in by Dean E. D. MacPhee 
recommending bigger fruit 
holdings and bigger loans to 
fruit farmers, was “not a 
satisfactory solution.”

In fact, he saw it as another 
step in the trend by which

fellow is
was prepared to

if orchards
10 acres or

■apè



Woman MLA Chargeât
In the Legislati

‘Obsession ’ Hits 
Social Services Waldo, Cows, 

Docks, Fumesagement of the retarded 
child."

The seminar could establish 
a program of lectures, group 
counselling and demonstration 
sessions by professionally- 
trained end experienced lead­
ers.

She believed there “must be 
parents in rural areas who 
need help with their problems 
and who are finding a con­
siderable physical and emo­
tional burden.

"This aid to the parents 
should be carried out along 
with any contemplated pro­
gram for the children."

(CCF,Mrs. Lois Haggen 
Grand Forks Greenwood) told 
the legislature yesterday that 
decreased social services in 
B.C. are the "direct result of 
Premier Bennett's obsession 
with creating what he calls a 
debt-free province.”

Speaking in the Throne 
Speech debate, the lady mem­
ber said she could not calmly 
contemplate what the results 
of this policy would be if it 
continued for another year or 
two.

The late Sir Richard Mc­
Bride took over a debt-ridden 
province more than 40 years i 
ago and in two years had end­
ed its indebtedness. But he 
was not best remembered for 
that.
GOOD IN PRINCIPLE

"Debt reduction is good in 
principle and all governments 
believe in It by making provi­
sion for normal debt retlre- 

I ment," she said. "But I don't 
I think it is good that debt re 
I duction should be accelerated 
I with the object of its coincid- 
I ing with a probable election.
I "I do not think it is good 
I when it is done at the expense 
I of human welfare ...”

Mrs. Haggen welcomed the 
I government’s proposal to ex- 
I pand facilities for the educa- 
I tlon and training of mentally 
I retarded children. But she said 
I the government should go a 
I step further and establish a 

| "seminar for

Public Works Minister Chant 
suggested that exhaust fumes 
from trucks and buses could 
cause cancer.

He said no heavy vehicle 
should be allowed to operate 
on B.C. highways unless its 
exhaust pipe was eight feet 
from the ground.

He said trucks and buses 
with exhaust pipes coming 
from beneath were almost 
nauseating to drivers behind 
them.

Work» Minister W. N. Chant 
referred to Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan's complaint 
of not getting an invitation to 
the inaugural PGE trip.

"He didn't earn it," quipped 
Health Minister Eric Martin 
from across the floor.

"How did/ Waldo Skillings 
earn it?" snapped back Mr. 
Strachaiu

Mr. Skillings was a guest 
on the trip and is a close friend 
ef Premier Bennett.

Herbert Bruch (SC-Esqui- 
malt) last night asked for a 
change in the pound law to 
make owners of cows and 
other animals responsible for 
keeping their animals at home.

"It is ridiculous that people 
have to build fences to keep 
out one or two cows in the 
Esquimau district,” he said.

He also asked that the B.C. 
Government Travel Bureau, 
now on Superior Street, be 
moved to where it would be 
handy to tourists.

Labor Minister Wicks en­
visaged a great dock and 
wharfing area along the 
Fraser River up to Mission 
City.

“There is no reason why 
the banks of the Fraser could 
not become the second city of 
London with docks and wharf 
facilities as far inland as Mis­
sion City, 35 to 40 miles up­
stream, or even farther."

Randolph Harding, the lik­
able CCFer representing 
Kaslo-Slocan, is rapidly be­
en m i n g the legislature's 
"golden-haired boy."

Tuesday night he won com­
pliments from both Premier 
Bennett and Attorney-General 
Bonner, and the approval of 
public gallery spectators, when 
he said he considered the un­
employment situation above 
politics.

Yesterday he was heaped 
with praise by J. Donald 
Smith (SC, Victoria), Works 
Minister Chant CSC, Victoria) 
and Herbert Bruch (SC, 
Eaquimalt ).

“He has something on the 
ball," Mr. Chant said.

"He makes It a more stately 
legislature," said Mr. Smith.

"I am not Joining your 
party," replied Mr. Harding, 
obviously embarrassed.

MLA Seeks
Rights Billparents of 

mentally retarded children, 
designed to meet the various Conference .

A federal-provincial confer­
ence to prepare an outline of 
necessary changes in provin­
cial legislation which would 
affect a national bill of rights, 
is being sought by Oak Bay 
Liberal MLA Archie Gibbs.

Mr. Gibbs said the bill of 
rights legislation now being

roblems encountered by 
«rents in the care and man- Cattle Study 

Set for B.C.
A complete economic study 

of British Columbia's cattle 
ranching industry will be 
undertaken this spring, just 
as early as weather conditions 
permit, Agriculture Minister 
Steacy announced Thursday.

He said the study will be 
conducted by the B.C. staff of 
the federal department of agri­
culture’s economics division.

considered in Ottawa could in­
terfere with provincial rights, 
especially in the field of labor.

Provincial
Buildings

Galore

Ready Soon for Briefs

House Labor Group
Sets Hearings DateW. N. Chant told the 

legislature last night that

Rupert) was yesterday elected 
chairman of the labor com­
mittee, which will hold an 
organizational meeting today, 
to decide what groups and 
individuals should be invited 

I to appear before it

The legislative assembly’s 
standing committee on labor 
is expected to start hearing 
briefs from Interested groups 
by Wednesday.

W. H. Murray (SC-Prince

of public works the govern­
ment has built major build

ÜËKM. t,
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Cows, 
Fumes

Public Works Minister Ghent 
suggested that exhaust lûmes 
lrom trucks and buses could 
cause cancer.

He said no heavy vehicle 
should be allowed to operate 
on B.C. highways unless its 
exhaust pipe was eight leet 
lrom the ground.

He said trucks and buses 
with exhaust pipes coming 
lrom beneath were almost 
nauseating to drivers behind 
them.

* * *
Labor Minister Wicks en­

visaged a great dock and 
wheeling area along the 
Fraser River up to Mission 
City.

‘There is no reason why 
the banks ol the Fraser could 
not become the second city ol 
London with docks and wharl 
lacilities as lar inland as Mis­
sion City, 35 to 40 miles up­
stream, or even larther.”

* * *
Randolph Harding, the lik­

able CCFer representing 
Kaslo-Slocan, is rapidly be­
coming the legislature's 

‘golden-haired boy."
Tuesday night he won com­

pliments lrom both Premier 
Bennett and Attorney-General 
Bonner, and the approval ol 
public gallery spectators, when 
he said he considered the un­
employment situation above 
politics.

Yesterday he was heaped 
with praise by J. Donald 
Smith (SC, Victoria), Works 
Minister Chant (SC, Victoria) 
and Herbert Bruch (SC, 
Esquimalt).

“He has something on the 
ball," Mr. Chant said.

“He makes It a more stately 
legislature," said Mr. Smith.

"I am not joining your 
party,” replied Mr. Harding, 
obviously embarrassed.
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Advisory Board\ 
Hinted by Wicks

By ALEC MKRRIMAN
Labor Minister Lyle Wicks delivered a 90-minute 

speech in the legislature yesterday, but what he didn’t 
say was more important than what he did say.

He talked about Gen. Charles

miër'

de Gaulle, NATO, municipal 
affairs, the Mission tree farm, 
centennial safety awards, the 
Second Narrows bridge col­
lapse, Indians and labor rela­
tions.

But he said nothing about 
new labor legislation and 
nothing about giving full 
liquor rights to Indians, two j 
things that had been expected

prepared to put their country 
or their state first.

Mr. Wicks said he believed 
there are such men and 
women. “I believe they are 
among us in large numbers, 
but will they make known in 
a strong clear voice their deep­
est convictions?”

His support for a labor ad- 
from the labor minister. He visory council appeared to be 
advanced no plan for relieving more “ he flying of » kite to 

get opinion from labor and 
management than a serious in- §unemployment.

Only thing that could be con-

LYLE WICKS 
. whisper or shout?

Federal Policies Lashed
Mr. Wicks lashed out hard at 

federal fiscal policies and 
praised the provincial govern­
ment’s debt reduction policies.

He said 1960 will see the 
end of B.C.’s net debt which 
will free $20,000,000 a «year 
formerly used to pay interest 
charges. He said that money 
will, then be used for work- 
creating projects, to augment 
social services and other desir­
able benefits.

He said the total interest 
bill of the federal government 
this year will be about $629,- 
000.000.

“Ottawa seems bent on load­
ing Canadians with debt—so 
much that every Canadian 
family will this year be re­
quired to pay approximately 
$148 in taxes for interest end 
servicing charges.

“I'm sure if every family 
was billed each year for this 
amount, the practice of piling 
up debt would quickly stop.”

On municipalities, Mr. Wicks 
said in 1943-44 government as­
sistance to local areas 
amounted to $3,500,000, but 
that in 1958-59 it ‘iwill amount 
to the astonishing aum of $63,- 
000,000."

H He said that the provincial 
Indian Advisory Committee 
has now adopted a policy of 
rotating its membership, which 
will mean that periodically 
new faces will be added to the 
committee.

“In this way new and per­
haps broader points of view 
will be obtained to guide the 
government on matters pertin­
ent to this committee,” he 
said.

He said "the government

this province and the people 
are looking forward to the day 
when Indians, through in­
creasing education, vocational 
training and other means, will 
be integrated into the life of 
the province in a much fuller 
degree than they are at 
present.”

strued as even a hint of new ! 
labor legislation was an in­
terest he expressed in estab­
lishment of a labor advisory 
council, similar to one in Aus­
tralia.

But, he said, establishment 
of a labor advisory council in 
British Columbia depends on 
finding men of such high cali­
bre and so dedicated they are

dication of impending labor 
legislation.

"Will the reply be a whisper 
or a shout?v he asked.

Mr. Wicks admitted his de­
partment looks upon existing 
labor problems with anxiety 
"and we have been called 
upon by many for action,” but 
he threw the ball back to labor 
and management.

Re-examine Position, Attitudes
“Perhaps labor and manage­

ment should take a very care­
ful look at their method of 
operation and, even more per­
tinent, perhaps re-examine 
their own position and atti­
tudes,” he said.

He said many briefs had 
been presented with many 
employers and individuals rec­
ommending compulsory arbi­
tration and labor saying it is 
unalterably opposed to com­
pulsory arbitration.

He said the case was dif­
ferent in Britain where trade 
unionists protested a govern­
ment plan to end compulsory 
arbitration in the form of in­
dustrial dispute courts.

“British Columbia is in the 
peculiar position of being out 
of step. Here we have free 
enterprisers advocating com­
pulsory measures and labor 
supporting an opposite posi­

tion to its brothers across the
sea.”

He said the Australian 
government’s labor advisory 
council "seems to me to carry 
considerable merit."

He explained it consists of 
three nominees of labof and 
three from the business world 
under chairmanship of the 
minister of labor. It meets 
quarterly and studies matters 
of public interest and concern 
in the field of labor-manage­
ment relations such as unem­
ployment, employment trends, 
economic conditions, produc­
tivity, automation and labor 
relations.

Mr. Wicks said experience 
in province of advisory boards 
"unfortunately has not always 
been a happy one. Some boards 
have been used as political 
sounding boards and therefore 
have not fulfilled the purpose
for which they were set up.”_
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In the Legislature

Long Faces Greet 
Night- Work News

There were long laces 
among MLAs in the legisla­
tive buildings yesterday when 
it was learned there will be 
at least three night sittings 
next week—Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday.

On top of that, committees 
are expected to get down to 
serious business and MLAs 
will be working close to 15- 
hour days.

Scheduled to speak Monday 
are Agriculture Minister New­
ton Steacy, New Westminster 
CCFer Rae Eddie and Socreds 
Dan Campbell of Comox, John 
Tisdalle of Saanich, Cyril 
Shelford of Ornineca, Donald 
Robinson of Lillooet and 
Harold Roche of North Peace 
River.

On Tuesday Highways Min­
ister P. A. Gaglardi will start 
off, with Gordon Dowding 
(CCF — Burnaby), Archie 
Gibbs (L—Oak Bay) and I. F. 
Corbett (SC—Yale) speaking 
in the afternoon. In the 
evening Bert Price (SC—Van­
couver - Burrard), N. George 
Massey (SC—Delta) and Mel 
Bryan (Ind — North Vancou­
ver) will speak.

★ ★ ★
Education Minister Leslie 

Peterson told the legislature 
yesterday he was annoyed 
with Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan for sending letters 
to school boards saying the 
minister had refused him 
copies of school board budgets.

“I told him we considered

jHigh Premium 
Injustice 

To Youths
It’s “rank discrimination" to make youths up to 25

age pay higher
(CCF-r - -

car insurance rates, Leo 
Cranbrook) told the legislature yes-

the law whereby a jail sen­
tence is mandatory for a per­
son convicted for the second | 
time for impaired driving.

“There should be a cutoff | 
period. If a person goes two | 
years or some particular time | 
without an accident, I don’t I 
think a jaU sentence should be :: 
mandatory.”

years of 
Nimsick 
terday.

"It a person doesn't drive 
properly, take away his 
driver's licence,” he said. But 
many of these boys are good 
drivers, responsible men and 
married men with families—I 
don't think It is right."

“It is definitely wrong to let 
the Insurance companies de­
cide," he added. “If you are 
a risk, you shouldn’t be driv- 
lng."

Mr. Nimsick took a sidelong 
swipe at Highways Minister 
P. A. Gaglardi.
THROW THE BOOK

"Our own cabinet minister 
has been convicted for speed­
ing three times," he said. “If 
someone in my area were 
caught three times, they would 
throw the book at him."

"It’s two laws. For a min­
ister of the cabinet, three 
times is too many. It is going 
to be pretty hard to tell 
young pepple of our province 
that 'speed kills’ If we are 
going to do it ourselves.”

Mr. Nimsick also criticized

ms

CCF-Type 
Socialism 
Criticized

The CCF brand of socialism | 
1 was sharply criticized in the ] 
I legislature yesterday by J. A.
I Reid (SC—Salmon Arm).
I A pointer to the way thii 
I were going, he said, was 
I fact that the CCF government 
1 of Saskatchewan now was I 

"appealing” to private enter. | 
| prise to get it out of a hole. I 

On the question of power, I 
e urged all parties to join in 1 
united front to ensure that) 

got “a proper deal" 
im benefits on 

Columbia Rl\

them property of the school g 
boards, but gave him names [Jjj 
and addresses of sdhool board B 
secretaries,” Mr. Peterson |j 
said.

“I can assure him I will bell 
continuing to deal with him B 
at arm’s length, and from W 
now on he can get what Infor- 
mation he wants from the S 
floor of the House.”

“You are going to refuse B 
me information,” snapped Mr. m 
Strachan.

* * *
CCF members were a little || 

worried about the loyalties of 11 
Gordon Dowding (CCF—Bur- II 
naby) for a while yesterday. I

Education Minister Peter-11 
son, rapping Opposition Leader i 
Strachan for his comments 
about not being able to get 
information from the educa­
tion department, said he had 
always encouraged opposition 
members to psk for whatever 
information they wished.

"I’ve been there,” said Mr. 
Dowding from across the floor.

“And you had a good recep­
tion?” Mr. Peterson asked.

“Dam right,” said Mr. Dowd­
ing.

“Whose side are you on?” 
asked several CCF members.

★ ★ ★
“The way we try to cure 

unemployment is like trying 
to cure smallpox ... by treat­
ing each pimple,” asid Leo 
Nimsick (CCF—Cranbrook).

“We must do something to B 
find a permanent solution. It F 
is no use hiding our heads in I 
the sand any longer.”

. He said there are a lot of 
unemployed people who should 
be attending college, but if 
they do they can’t collect un- g 
employment insurance.

* * *
Answer to a question by 

Oak Bay Liberal MLA Archie 
Gibbs has disclosed that a 
Vancouver firm headed by 
Derek M. Gunderson has pur­
chased almost 100 acres of 
Crown land adjacent to the 
PGE near Whytecliffe, for $95 
an acre. t

Derek Gunderson is son of 
Einar Gunderson, PGE execu­
tive vice-president, a director 
of the Highways and Toll 
Bridges Authority and a close 
associate of Premier Bennett.

Lands and Forests Minister 
Ray Williston said the sale 
was advertised and there were 
two bids.

Just Call Me 
Spang Bang

Brio Gault, of Cawston, 
B.C, In the southern C" 
gan, has applied to i 
his name to Spang ™

His application 
this ' ‘
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Loans to Students 
Easier to Obtain I 
In New Mr. Plan

Education Minister Leslie Peterson told the 
legislature yesterday that a completely new 
scheme of financial assistance to university 
students will be presented in the form of new 
legislation.

He indicated part of theH 
g scheme would include setting f:

I
 up a fund from which stu-£ 
dents could borrow without | 
putting up security for re- g 

S payment.
I He also said that during the J 

course of budget debate a plan f 
Hj of increased grants to univers- 
B ities will be disclosed. Mr. Pet- f;
B erson didn't say whether Vic-1 
B toria College would be indu* |
■ ded in the increased grants, jj 
H but the Throne Speech sped-1 
■ fically mentioned the College. J
9 CAREER INVESTMENT J 

“I am not one of those who [ 
subscribes to the view univers- i 

^1 ity education should be abso- 8

I
lutely free to the student,"
Mr. Peterson said. “I believe 
that every student should be 
called upon to make some in­
vestment in his future career."

It is not fair, he said, to call 
m upon the taxpayer, many of 
I whom have not had the advan- 
S tages of a higher education,
Ej to pay the entire cost of 
| educating his fellow man in 
9 university.
I ASSISTANCE ROCKETS

He said that during the |
§ Social Credit term of office J 
| the amount of financial assist- 
H ance made available from tax |

I
 revenue to students by way of 
loans and bursaries has in­
creased by well over 300 per 
cent.

Taxpayers in British Colum- 
^ bia, he said, are contributing j

I
' more money through the f 

provincial government to the I 
university than taxpayers in | 
any other province.

ATTRACT ABLEST 
More scholarships should be 

made available and academic 
■ I achievement must be recog- 
i nized by society to the end I

IN that the university will attract J 
I the ablest young people.

Mr. Peterson said there is I 
still not a large enough fund I 
from which students can 1 

i borrôw without putting up jj 
| security for repayment.

MORE IMPORTANT 
He said that "more impor­

tant than the division of the 
budget between student fees 
and government grants is the 
principle that everyone with 
the necessary ability, who 
wants to undertake university 
studies, should be at liberty to 
do so without regard to his 
financial standing or that of

iiSÉ
He said legislation will be 

introduced this session to ex­
pand the provisions for the 
education and training of ! 
mentally retarded children.

Provision for per capita j 
grants on behalf of children] 
being trained in schools op­
erated by local chapters of the 
Association for Retarded Chil­
dren of B.C. were introduced in

1956 by the Social Credit 
government.

j "As a result 300 to 400 chil­
dren per year are receiving the 
benefit of this training,” he 

| said.
STEP FORWARD

"Nothing gives me greater 
pleasure than to say that the 

1 day has now arrived when we 
| take another step forward in 
I the education of the mentally 
j retarded child.”

Mr. Peterson said an imper­
il tial and objective survey to 
\ determine requirements for 

! advanced technical training in 
| British Columbia will be made 
l soon by a technical specialist 
f, and assistant from Ottawa, 
£ who are being made available 
S by the federal government at 
I no cost to the province. 

ASCERTAIN NEED
He said the survey will as- 

! certain the need in the field of 
a trained personnel who rank be­

tween skilled trades level and 
| the professional level.

- “We frequently hear that 
i there is a shortage in Canada 
j of professional engineers, but 
1 the view now is being ex­
pressed that the real problem 

in this country is not a short­
age of engineers, but a misuse 

| of engineers, and that the cure 
I for this difficulty is to pro-

StracHan Bids for

Gregory Fails 
In Socred Sales

he would be Mr.promise — __ _
Chant's campaign manager if 
he built a courthouse in Vic­
toria.

Mr. Gregory didn’t sell one 
ticket. He claimed it wasn’t 
his salesmanship, but rather 
the product that caused him 

| to fail as campaign manager.

1 Works Minister W. N. Chant 
| told the legislature Thursday 
I that Liberal George Gregory

H had failed as his campaign
■ manager.

I He offered the Job to Op-
■ position Leader Robert Stra-B chan, who said he is "willing 
H to stand up any time to de- 
g scribe the Social Credit party." 
H Mr. Chant apparently didn’t
II like the tone of the word 
18 "describe.”

j "He apparently is not will- 
Hl ing and I doubt if I would ac- 
§H cept him after the Trail by- 
B| election," the minister said. 
|j| The by-play started when
III George Gregory last weekend 
™ undertook to sell Social Credit 
H League membership tickets ' 
SI for Mr. Chant to fulfill a

Colum-
rant of


