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WINTER SOLTICE GREETINGS! 

If you are all wondering what 
happened to the Fall Equinox 
Issue , well much has been 
happening in my life and many 
changes taking place. 

This the Year of the Dragon 
has been more than eventfilled. 
I was born in 1928, which 
was a Fire Dragon Year, and 
thus caused happenings this 
year of great moment! Dreams 
and visions finally coming to 
fruition and how this all 
began ..••• 

In March of this year two 
women appeared on my windy 
storm-swept doorstep, we spent 
two days talking of our lives, 
fantasies, of living together 
as youngers and elders, and how 
instead of talking about this 
why not start living it? 
Later in the year one of the 
women came back and she and I 
looked for, and found land 
with a large house and pottery 
studio. Alison, a potter, was 
very excited, and I slightly 
bemused, fell in with the 
wonderful idea of creating the 
reality of Crone Haven. 
Meanwhile, Lisa back in 
Ontario was sent photogr~phs of 
tae land express mail, called 
and said - DO IT. So we did. 

The large garden has been 
cleared for Spring planting, 
mulched and prepared. There 
is an orchard and wonderful 
raspberry canes, and oneday 
who knows, maybe some sheep 
and a goat or two. 

SO NOW YOU KNOW WHY THE 
FALL EQUINOX ISSUE NEVER 
APPEARED': 

2. 

Fortunately Maya a German woman 
traveller has been here to help with 
lots of the outdoor work, but there 
is still lots to do. So, if in 
the Spring you are feeling the urge 
to travel North, the house needs 
lots of finishing, inside and out, 
carpenters, planters of seed, walkers 
in woods, swimmers in ocean, 
dreamers of dreams - come and see 
the vision manifested, and share in 
her growth. Energy, good feelings, 
and any cash inflow would be more 
than welcome. Letters of support 
too. 

PLEASE WRITE OR PHONE BEFORE COMING. 

Now to the Web of Crones -

This is her 4th year; and I'm f~eling 
ready to let go of the Web and pass 
this newsletter on to someone else. 
My personal writing has been published 
and I feel I want to devote more time 
to this, as well as Crone Haven. 

You have all ben wonderful women to 
meet, in the mails, in person and the 
world wide connections have gillen.;are. 
great joy. 

To all the artists, book reviewers, 
writers, poets, heart sisters I say 
THANK YOU. The women who through 
their generosity have enabled this issue 
to be published, and all previous issues 
must also receive heartfelt thanks. 

IF THERE IS SOME WOMAN OUT THERE OLDER 
OR YOUNGER WHO WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS 
OVER, I WOULD BE HAPPY TO PASS ON ANY 
AND ALL ARTWORK, POETRY ETC. 

These years have been interesting, stimulating 
at times frustrating, but I would not have 
missed them for worlds. 

EMMA JOY CRONE 
RR II l 

Hornby Island, B.C. 
VOR lZO Canada.· 



LESBIANTICS (reprinted from RITES - see Resources for address) 

REFUSING TO BUY AN RRSP>r, .by Tannis Atkinson. 

As a girl I had so few images of what old women could be. I only knew one 
unmarried woman my grandmother's age; my Aunt Ferne. I knew her mostly as 
someone the whole family would visit. My parents and sisters and I would 
arrive at her tiny one-bedroom apartment in Downtown Winnipeg for Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and a Papperidge Farm cake. Those visits had the feel of duty. 
Aunt Ferne was quite self-sufficient. She had left the farm as a young woman 
to become a nurse and she worked as one until she retired. We visited her 
at her apartment until she was in her eighties Then one year a nephew 
decided she'd gotten too old and the police removed her to a retirement home 
with concreteblock walls. 

To be ripped from your home. When poverty means this kind of loss 
of control, why is it a surprise that women wonder what retirement will mean? 
Is it an accident that the mythic land of menopause "post-fertility" - is 
only now being described from a woman's point of view? And that aging is 
described to women as the worst that can happen to us? 

The image of the seedy Insurance salesman bravely conning his way 
across the scarce prairie has gone the way of the Fuller Brush man. Instead 
insurance salesmen (and women) are the experts on mutual funds, RRSP trans­
ferability and the meaning of Black Monday. They are becoming personal 
economic forecasters. The insurance salesman who recently conned me made 
sure I knew the majority of poor people were women; particularly unmarried 
ones. He then described how an insurance policy, cashed at age 65 would make 
up the difference between the cost of living and the Canada Pension Plan. 
This same company had denied me long term disability coverage. This fact 
forced me to think about what could happen that would leave me vulnerable, 
without an income. With this grim possibility in mind, I was convinced 
that I needed life insurance. Later I realized I would rather enjoy my-·moaey 
now than have unexplained monthly deductions from my bank account. 
Unfortunately I was given no copy of the policy, so I had no way of knowing 
the procedure for cancelling it. The salesman did not return my calls. 
Finally, in frustration, I wrote a snarl of a letter to cancel my policy. 
I had to write to cancel this thing I myself did not have in writing. 

The prospect of growing old would be so much easier if we could each 
only find a bundle of money. That option, is regrettably outlawedJ This 
month a few bags of money fell out of a Loomis truck on a Toronto freeway 
in rush hour. A blizzard of money. A police office appears on The Journal, 
proud he was luc½Yenough to be wearing his uniform at the scene. He warned 
that he wrote down licence numbers of commuters who fled the scene. Is it 
any wonder the RCMP is the symbol by which Canada is known internationally? 

Earlier, this century, perhaps the connection between savings and the 
police was clearer. Once there were War Bonds. When I was eight Canada 
Savings Bonds- twenty years of money in gradual denominations-were the prize 
savings for some children. Now we have RRSPs. Half of all Canadian house-
holds own one. So what brings me to wonder what happens to the $8.5 to $9 Billion 
tQat was 'pumped' into RRSPs this year? 

Several months ago, I was struck by the ferocity of the RRSP ad competition. 
It seemed a greater spending spree than Christmas. News stories the week of 
the RRSP deadline highlighted the fact that next year's limit will be 
$15,000. That way, if your income is a mere $83,000 you will be able to claim 
the maximum tax deduction 

If, like some women I know, you will never earn enough to be able to 
use an RRSP as a tax deduction, what will become of you? You will be accused 
of not planning for the future. BAG LADIES, as is widely 'known' are women 1 

who have rejected family ties. So we are told now to work now to buy our 

future. If we do t h b no earn enoug , anks compete to lend us money to allow 

3. 
Susan e. Anthony 



RRSP's contd. 

us to buy RRSPs. Retirement on credit. Sign up today. Such convenience. 
Monthly deductions. 

Can the future @e worse than the present? Last week, a woman I know was 
raped in revenge for taking a man to court for assaulting her. It reminded m 
how close violence always is for women. What sense does retirment planning 
make? How can I retire from that fact that millions are spent to give the 
RCMP new uniforms, while rape crisis centres must make public appeals for 
funding to continue operating? The incentive to support a cause you understnd 
and support is not a tax deduction to the same scale as an RRSP 

What is this land of RRSPs doing for women who want to live? Women 
are taught to fear aging We are encouraged to indebt ourselves now. We are 
taxed while much-most about our lives is ignored. Women singlehandedly 
raise children, women live together, women are lovers: none of this is 
reflected in allowable tax deductions. 

This year, I decided it was an act of civil disobedience to refuse to 
buy an RRSP. 

Oh, wol'lanhood 
How You have learnt to 
Suffer. 

Your suffering seel'ls 
Endless, 
Its variety, 
Its depth. 

When, when 
Co!'les that day 
Of joy end 
Celebration? 

When wi 11 the 
Law 
Of power end force 
Be broken end die? 

Sisters, 
Can we not create 
A new world? 

We have dreamt 
Of it 
Often enough. 

(_fRsP - Retirement Savings Plan) 

OLD LESBIANS PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

~ The Plennlng:Commlttee for the second 
W9"·~Celeb~tlon for Old Lesbians, 

. ~schedu~.for June, 1989 In the 
Bay Area, .meets iecon<(;s~~v:o,;eyery 
~h at Operation Concern, 1853 Mprket~ 
St:,~n\franc!sco,.(rp11112 to 2 pm. Th!t · 
t C9,!!l!l)l~W8!llf,!01C~'1,e {l~qonftr8QC8 . 
that Jooka.at 188Ues wfllch :affect the llves'o . 
all Lesbians over lk>. 11;esbi~s.ofcolor are 
~larly urged to ~pate 1,{.shapjn,g 

~~~r~~~ 

•woman Who Beat KKK' 
Beulah Donald, 67, Dies 

' Mrs. Beulah 
-Mae Donald, 
who fought to 
see two Ku 
Klux Klan 
members con­
victed of hang­
ing her 19-
year-old son 

&ulaJl I»n.ald and won a $7 
million judgement against the 
hate group, died recently of natu­
ral causes in Mobile, Ala. She was 
67 years old. 

Mrs. Donald endured years of 
legal red tape and trials before 
justice was served in the murder 
of her son Michael, 19, who was 
beaten to death and found hanged 
in Mobile in 1981. Mrs. Donald, 
who will be remembered as the 
woman who beat the Klan, said of 
the hefty judgement against the 
KKK: "If I hadn't gotten a cent, it 
wouldn't have mattered. I wanted 

· to lmow how and why." 
Morris Dees, who along with at­

torney Michael Figures, were 
counsel for the Donald family, 
said, "I just think she was a brave 
and courageous mother whose 
love for her son ensured that he 
did not die in vain." ;J;_.,. 1,1,-0/,r 

Alison Bowe:. .. 
w :4'NTED:. Correspondence m , UP AND COMING, 
with lesbian couples who 
have had a ceremony of ~ ayetville, Arkansas. 
bonding/commitment, for 
upcoming book. Please 
write CONANT, BOX 744, 
BUFFALO NY 14209 USA 
and I will respond. Thanks. 4-. 



CALL ME WOMAN, by Ellen Kuzwayo 
1985, Spinsters Inc. 

Ellen Kuzwayo's Autobiography 
CALL ME WOMAN reads like a 
diary of the life J~ a black 
South African woman must 
lead under the restrictions 
and degredations of apartheid 
law. Ellen Kuzwayo writses 
the history of raw effort 
and struggle of a woman 
creating a place of dignity 
and worth in a society which 
by its definition of the black 
woman as a minor of inferior 
intellect and morals, denies 
her even the basic consider­
ation of humanity. 

CALL ME WOMAN is an important 
historical document, recording 
the conditions of oppression, 
the actions and words, the 
monumental tasks of organiz­
ation and reconstruction under­
taken by black women during 
Ellen Kuzwayo's lifetime. 
Kuzwayo breaks the silence 
surrounding the life and history 
of a black woman in present 
day South Africa. 

Reading CALL ME WOMAN is 
an act of empowerment for all 
women. Kuzwayo's personal 3t 
struggles are often universal 
but doubly courageous because 
of the conditions of her history 
and society. Hearing Kuzwayo's 
voice we know that apartheid 
has failed and this woman 
triumphed. 

Amanda 

Ellen Kuzwaygo at the 3rd Inter­
National Feminist Book Fair, 
Montreal, 1988. 

* * * * * * * t 

A recording of the English poetry 
reading June 18/88 during the 
3rd International Feminist Book Fair 
in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
The title inspired by Gillian Hanscombe's 
poem "No one is Proud of Dykes", Suniti 
Namjoshi, moderator for the reading, 
introduces each poet. An 85 minute tape . 
Part of .the profits from sale of this 
tape will go to the 4th International 
Book Fair. 



A WEB OF CRONES will be 
carvying the Almanac 

described below - $12 Can.+ $1:00 
shipping. 

'tnOOH 
. :AC '&'1 ' 

THINKING OF TRAVELLING SOUTH???? 

OASIS - AN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CENTRE. 

is located l½ hrs. from Mezico City in 
TEPOTZLAN, a loYely magical village 
surrounded by powerful mountains. 

Ote The Centre offers camping $3 (U.S.) 
Sleepinn $3. + $2. for use of kitchen (U.S.) 

,1/1 ,~/ 
!. 

· ~ AN A6CROl,OQ1CA.1.. 
• i-. m~ CAl,eHl>u POil" 
$8.95, ~ 159' ducount on orders of 3 or more. 

As well OASISoffers an international 
Library, possibilities for concerts & work­
shops. It works locally, regionally and 
nationally and is the only womynspace in 
Mexico. 

J>ayable to: Motltn 'lbngu, Jnlc, cb 
Vesta; P.O. Box 5474, Eu,ene, Ore,on 97405. ••o 

If not travelling and would like to help 
keep this Centre available for womyn, you 
can send, feminist books & magazines (in 
small parcels) bedding, blankets, sheets, 
pillows, office supplies and money for 
running OASIS. 

THANK YOU THANK YOU 

FEMINIST GRANDMOTHERS OF CANADA 

WRITE BEFORE GOING THERE TO: Safuega, 
OASIS, Lista de Correos, TEPOTZLAN, Morelos 
62520, Mexico. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * for your acknowle~gement of A WEB in 
your September, 1988 newsletter. 1 

Write for your :.copy of this and inform-; 
ation on what this exciting new group 

STATUS OF WOMEN ACTION GROUP FOR RIGliTS OF 

OLDER WOMEN - G. R. O. W. VICTORIA. 

is up to:- Jane Evans, RR II 3, 1 is starting a support group for women of 
Noble Road, Armstrong, B.C. VOE lBO. ,middle years, from the age of 40 to retire­
or Donna Stewart 2700 Maitland Road · 'ment. Topics to be discussed:-
North Vancouver, B.C. (phone 986-9604)' 
/5~4- ~Health, money, housing, retirement, the 

* * * * * * * * ,"empty nest" , loss of friends and 

A new newsletter coming to my 
desk, and FREE is from Michigan, 
923 Virginia, S.E. Grand Rapids. 
PRACTISING ANTI-RACISIM 

THIS GOES TO 26 STATES OF THE 
U.S. 3 Canadian provinces, New 
Zealand, Switzerland, Japan, 
Nigeria, England, Niger & 
Australia. SEND S.A.E. for 

your copy NOW . 

.. 

· :relatives, changing status, self-esteem, 
'positive aspects of aging, and anything else 
;decided on by the group. 
I 

ILed by Jean Ostrowski it will meet at 
!suite 320, 620 View St. Sat. mornings 
1Bring lunch, coffee and tea provided. 
I 

SWAG 
11 am - lp.m. 

'There will be a party in December to celebrate 
:aging. Car pool- for members having difficulty 
1getting to the meetings. Info. call 381-1012. 



Thoughts, Autumnal Equinox 

I am in the autumn of my years 
Sun in Libra 

Balanced between 
The Woman The Crone 

The Fulcrum 
The Child 

My emanations are crimson of the sunset, 
golden of the sleepy maple 

Silver is my crown, like the sheen 
of cool water 

under the harvest moon. 
I gather my blessings around me 
To keep the chill from my bones, 
For Winter nips playfully 
At my slower footfall. 
My blessings are carefully polished 
To set forth upon my table 

~'(\'\8€.Q 

$' ~o'-
';' R· ·S-'I ~ Ar1 from women In prison 
~ w 

J'~ c,~ Coming over the walls to you . .. 
€'J?s ,{' 

For more Info wrtte: R· O· S· 1 

Attn: Sherron or Pebbles 
2000 Center Street. Suite 1077 
Berkeley. California 94704 

for all to share 
To know me 

Spirit Knowledge Silence Volition Daring 
In balance I look back fifty years. 

My children's children will plant the next Spring 
Gazing through dry cornfields ahead 
Transformation awaits 

In the Summerland. 
There I will take my bounty, 
and play in the warmth, forever. 

Miriam Carroll 

(Miriam is in the process of publishing a book 

of p_6.etry) 

• Interesting places to olslt 
• upcoming women's eoents 
• herstory hlghllghts 
• trooel tip• 
• ln/ormatloe articles 
• the only tro.,el magozlld 

/or lesbian• In the wor 
Send for your !tee 1 year (4 issues) 

supscription! $.1,50 suggested 
donation payable to: 

Fountain Institute 
for Women 

l1. O. Box lll V 
• Corle Place, N.Y. 115U 

.HAG RAG 
WISCONSIN'S LESBIAN-FEMINIST PRESS 

New Rage Thinking 
HAG RAG IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY AND WE 
WELCOME WRITERS AND VISUAL ARTL5TS TO SUB­
MIT WORK ON RADICAL FEMINIST .ANALYSIS, 
SEPARATISM, LOOKSISM, LINGUISTICS, CLASS CON­
SCIOUSNESS AND THE WORLD-WIDE LESBIAN 
CONSPIRACY. 
S9 yr./individuala, $15 yr./1u1taining, S20 yr./in1titution1 

$1.75 sample copy 

HAG RAG, PO BOX 93243, MILWAUKEE WI 53203 

ln t735 witchcraft was banned in ~nglanri. 
This law was not repealed until t9SL •. ln 
April of i9-88 a new law was pr~po~ed 1.n 'f. 
Parliament--to ban witchcraft 1.n ~ngland-



The f ollowing is a n article from Older Women's Network, Mendocino, Ca. 

from Shevv-J Healey 
see Resources for address. 

I started to call myself an old woman when I became 62. I have said the wards, 
"I am an old woman" many times in the last four years since ·r first began that practice. 
And almost always I get the same response. "Don't talk that way. Age is only a state 
of mind. If you feel young, you are young." 

The almost universal response to me is to be "kind", to attempt to extend comfort, 
to assuage f ear, somehow to ignore or minimize the catastrophe of being old, to reassure 
that being old doesn't really mean being OLD! For what could be worse! We are, 
the ref ore, "senior" or "elder" or "older" ( than whom?), or in our "golden II years. 
While those labels attempt to disguise the "shameful" fact of old, our colloquialisms 
say the opposite. To be old means you are "fading fast","over the hill", "down the 
drain", "out of date". The American Association of Re ired Persons even tried to run 
a contest to find another word for "old!" Small wonder, for "old" has become a category 
of denigration, not simply a biological tim~ of life. 

How many times have you heard, "Age m,3ans nothing to me 11 , as though to bypass our 
age is courageous and enlightened. It is precisely because age is terribly important in 
our ageist society that we have so many euphemisms for "old" and so many cheery ageist 
homilies, al l disguised as so-calied compliments. We keep hearing ageist sayings so 
often we hardly notice: "Age before beauty". "You must have been a child bride". "You 
look young enough to be her sister not her mother". "You don't look that old". 

:ihen we use these euphemisms, we buy into those terrible stereotypes that to feel 
young is to feel good, to feel old or to be old is to feel bad, to be bad. ~·Je thus 
e-qu~te youth tfi.th beauty and desireability, old age with ugliness and powerlessness. 

So I deliberately choose to name my age. I do so, first of all, to maintain my 
sense of myself with respect. Secondly, I do so as an opening wedge in combatting my 
own hidden ageism and that of those I meet. By telling my age, I feel myself personally 
challenging the myths of aging, refusing to collude with the euphemisms that serve as 
apologies for my time of life! 

And as we all break our silence, as we confront ageism and name our oppressors, as 
we fight ,tith all our power and passion, we truly come into our own! 

Action for seniors 

On February 9, 1988, the Honourable Jake Epp, 
Minister of Health and Welfare, and the Honoura­
ble George Hees, Minister of State for Seniors, 
announced a new Seniors Initiative. The initiative 
will add another $30 million annually to federal 
government contributions to improve the quality 
of life for seniors in Canada. Elements of the 
Seniors Initiative include a Seniors Independence 
Program; additional resources for the New 
Horizons Program; a new research fund for dis­
eases affecting seniors ' independence; and an 
increased budget for the National Advisory Council 
on Aging. For further information on the Seniors 
Initiative, contact: Seniors Secretariat, 10th floor, 
Jec1nne Mance Building, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0K9. 

t> g. 
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OURSELVES, GROWING OLDER 1987 

They've done it again! The Boston Women's Health ~Collective 
in collaboration with Paula Brown Doress, Diana Laskin Siegal 
and the Midlife Older Women Book Project have put together the 
first really comprehensive reference for us. Their positive 
focus on "the potential of the second half of life" is a joy 
to re ad . 

I dipped into the book first from the well-organized index 
to subjects of particular interest to me, but soon found myself 
following threads through the whole work and finally couldn't 
put it down until I'd read it all. 

They 've covered everything! From lifestyle, work and 
relationships; childbearing, money and health; housing, common 
problems and dying to changing society and ourselves. The 
print is clean; women's voices come through in italics; 
summaries, guidelines and suggestions in well-marked boxes. 
There are clear diagrams, wonderful photographs and lists of 
r es ources - groups, organizations and publications. 

I f you've just turned forty, sixty-five or ninety, borrow 
this book from your library or Women's Centre. Or share the 
cost of buying it with a friend or two. Here at last is solid 
information, all in one book, to help us make intelligent choices 
on every aspect of "aging well with knowledge and power." 

Sarne large, paperback format as their other books. 
$16:00 (U.S.) from Simon and Schuster 

New York. London. Toronto. Sydney. Tokyo. 

Or order through your local women's bookstore. 

Silver OakWoman. 



IT'S TIME A nove l by Jana Bluejay 

Tough Dove Books . PO Box 548, 
Li ttl e River, Ca . 95456 Price $7.95 
U.S. 

I r eally dnre you t o read th is 
thoug ht provoking, I ns i ghtfu l novel, 
tha t shares with us ma ny truths , wha t 
is ha ppening to our Mo ther the pla ne t, 
our own ways of rela ting to each other 
and a s women who car r y inside our ­
s e lves t he secr e t o[ how we can a nd 
mu s t work towards c li ,rnge. . I fo und 
much beau t y i n the verba l dra wi ng of 
pictures of na ture, the way wom en 
were finding ways t o overcome their 
diffic ulties, and the fun and de light 
of some of t he rela t ionships. The 
harshness of rea lity is ther e t oo . 
However , it confirmed my be lief in 
the magic and power held wit~,us all 
as women. 

Tough Dove Books als o have print ed 
some new and ver y l ovely TAROT CARDS. 
The ins tigator of the words and 
lovely l ine drawings is JESSE COUGAR. 
As I have bee n a l ong time stud ent of 
the Ta rot I was exc i ted to rec eive 
this deck . It is one I can r e late 
to more easily tha n others, as I 
found the drawings les s 'busy' than 
most o t her dee ks I hav e used. The 
simpli city of line a nd the i mages 
in the major Arcana of powerful 
woman is rea lly exci t i ng . Wo r d s 
on the back of the cards may be 
distracting to s ome, but the messa ges 
printed ther e ma kes us aware of 
our tru ths j n t he l ife we lead , a nd 
how we may ov ercome. Thought f illed 
and beautiful i nd eed is this new deck 
and c omes t o us wrap ped in pur e s ilk. ' 

Write Tough Dove Books (addres s abo~¢) 
for your d eck , include $14 .95 + $1 
shipp ing (U .S . f und s ) $2 :50 Ca nadian 
for s hipping cos ts. 

, 

FIREWEED - a feminist quarterly 
published two issues on CLASS -
Gert Beadle reviews below the 
Fall, 1987 issue. E9ited by 
Cy-Thea Sand, thanks to whose 
encouragement Emma Joy submitted 
her first piece to get published . 
Cost $3.75. Write PO Box 279 
Station B. Toronto, Ont. MST 2W2 

Fireweed has always provided 
us with a gut level perspective 
on the issues that should con­
cern us, Race, Sex and clas s, 
the bones of universal oppression. 
Why I Can't Write About Class, 
by Nym Hughes is a classic 
piece that covered most of the 
bases as seen by a thoroughly 
politicised working class mind 
that has the intellectual honesty 
to chalhlge the movement for 
its shallow presentation of 
the subject. 

This disappointment with the main 
stream feminist community runs 
through most of the articles in 
Fireweed's Class issue, the 
acceptance that it is a middle 
class effort, the self•stigmat­
izing degradation of seeing 
the gap between the cleaner and 
the lecturer as the reality 
between the classes of feminists. 

What emerges is an under class 
of the working class which is 
mainly women struggling not 
for a middle class rung but a 
secure footing on decent 
e· ·mployment. 

Mary Bill from 'In the Turning' 
expresses the reality of that 
struggle and the rage of her 
powerlessness to change it 
even within the feminist Centre. 

Joy Sykes who writes from both a 
feminist and socialist back 
ground is familiar with the 

Anger is a tool for change when it challenges us to become more of an expert on the self 
and less an expert on others. . 
- Harriet Goldhor Lerner, PhD, The Dance of Anger 

\ o. 



FIREv,EED re view 'QClllttd.) 

polit ics of class consciousness 
has used her exper iences to con­
firm hersel f as equal if not 
superior . ~s worki ng class 
feminists 1ve are aJ.l aware or 
should be, of the uncivilised 
indiff eren1 e with wh i"c h our 
governments manage immigrated 
women, i t ;s an insult to us 
all, and tl1c more we hear their 
story and .,;upport t h em , the closer 
we c ome to the ideal of a 
UnivE·r sa ] :, i sterhood where Ch1ss 
is of Jes s i111port,1nce. 

The mov ement has not made a 
. -

determined effor t to come to terms 
with it's own denials in this 
are<j. slipp.ing into eli tism almost 
unconsciously , as even the half 
priviledgecl are known to do. 

* * * * * * * * * 
LESBlAN COUPLES by D. Merilee 
Clunis and G. Dorsey Green. 
Seal Press, Seattle, Wa. $10.95 
u. s. 

On f i rst skim Lesbian Couples 
readf: ns an elementary guide for 
lesbnins encountering the begin­
ning struggles in lesbian love 
relat:ionsh .ips. On further r.ead­
ing, therapists Clunis & Green 
dive into the stages of relation­
shipi; and provide examples, insights 
and altern;i tives to the experiences 
that lesbia n couples face living 
and/or lovi.ng together. Some 
chapt:ers such a s the one on 
lesb i an cou ples and children 
are weak i11 terms of practical 
informat ion for parenting dykes 
and other sec tions such as under­
standing e:1c:h other present clear 
effectiv e communication skills. 

Cluni s & Green begin to address 
racinrn ' s arrec ts o n couples and 
follow bhi 0 ; chapter with another 

on differences, including class, 
age, politics, values, spirtual path 

and definition of sexual 
orientation. 

Lesbian Couples. has some 
suggestions for disabled and able­
bodied partners, discusses issues 
around recovery and attempts not ··to 
pass judgement on monogamy/non 
monogamy. 

As a past partner in a few 
long term relationships I can cry, 
laugh and love reading the chapter 
EndJngs. The final chapter is one 
on Beginning again with some questions 
to help ourselves understand the past 
with guidelines that we should 
probably memorise and put to work before 
chasing a new partner. If you are in, 
wanting or working with partner/ 
relationships, · you will want Lebian 
Couples on your required reading list. 
If not, you may want to pick up a copy 
and reaffirm your choice. One thing 
for certain upon reading Lesbian Coupls 
we are reminded that we are all different 
in our sameness. 

Jody McMurray. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The OLDER WOMEN'S LEAGUE-or OWL­
is working to win decent, affordable 
health care for midlife and long­
living women-and all Americans. We 
have made some important gains, though 
much still remains to be done. WE 
URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP to improve the 

1• "picture of health" for women as they 
grow older. In addition to health 
care, OWL's national agenda targets 
the issues of Social Security reform, 
pension rights, caregiving, budget 

IL 

, cuts, employment, and staying in con­
trol until the end of life. $10 for 
1-year membership. OWL, 730 11th St. 
NW, Suite 300, Washington DC 20001. 



NIGERIAN WOMEN CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION -
A campaign t o educate rural .women 
in Afr ica about the dangerous 
and oppressive ~onsequences of 
traditi onal practic e s such as female 
genital mutilation and forced 
feeding of women to increase 
their a ttrac tivenes s to men has 
been l a unched in Nigeria. The 
educat ional campaign will in-
clude house- to-house visits in-
rural communit ies, countryside 
'enlight enment tour s where field 
worker s will speak to rural women 
in markets, r i.e lds a nd roads id es; 
radio TV and news pa pers ads; plus 
distirhut i.on of printed mater ials . 
"We ar,~ unan lrnous iu recognizing 
that the r j_g/Jt ls ours and do 
not accept c ampaigning methods 
imposed on us from outside" 
writes Ha nnah Edemikpong of the 
Nigerian Wom " n 's Cen tr-e. Con­
tribut i ons Rr e urgently needed to 
help carry 011 this c mapaign. 
Donations ma'.f be made by persona l 
check, bankd r af t, International 
money order, or banknotes , in an 
currenc:y to Jla nnah Edemikpong, 
Women' s Cent r e , Box 185, Eket 
Akwa Ihom Sta te, Nigeria, W. Africa. 

(reprint ed from · ATALANTA 
a Gerogia women's newsletter) 
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* * * * * * * * * Come walk along the beach with me 
said the woman to her friend 
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tell me siories of yourself 
what you feel and all the rest 
from the sad to the very best 
for all these things are you 
later on I'll share my thoughts 
so you can know me too ... 
Corne walk along the beac h with me 
said the woman to her friend. 

Come walk along the bea ch with me 
said the woman to her lover 
holding hands we walk in silent step 
bursts of voice and laughter 
playing tag, skipping waves 
finding shells of midnight skies 
telling stories all woven together 
a radiant smile upon our lives 
Come walk along the becah with me 
said the woman to her lover. 

B 
y 

Bern 
Mabel 
Bradshaw. 



A WIDER GIVING - published by Chicory 
Blue Press, Connecticut 06756. 
1988 - $14.95 U.S. plus $1:00 shipping 

This collection of poe~ry and prose 
is a pa:inful reminder of a common 
thread :in the generation U:ow writing" 
the exp eriences of how it was for 
that woman with the c reative impulse 
to write - without time or encourage­
ment. It has an unspoken promise that 
when the chores are done we might spend 
a little time a t inconsequential things 
that please us. Like the man said 
"my wif e can do anything she wants 
but not on my time." The collection 
would encour.;:igt> us to believe we have 
two liv es to Live , and the fr ustra tions 
if the first one would provide grist 
for the second. Those who sold out 
the second for the doubtful first are 
a legion. 

Those of us who, in later life, 
have picked up the promise of that 
second life and refused to be silenced 
have a wide experience to draw from as 
the collection shows, but more than 
this, the sup port and encouragement of 
other women are everywhere documented. 
This is part icularly pleasant to me, since 
I have long come to believe, any 
encouragement from the distaff side 
will have a hook in it. 

Obviously the de t ermination 
to not only write but write weli is 
the motivat ion here, I notice a recog­
nition by some, of the advantage of 
being old enough to have nothing to 
lose makes candour less painful . On 
that point, ma y I say, in these offer­
ings at least they have been a credit 
to their backgrounds. 

Review by Gert Beadle. 

Gert sent a letter with 
the review opposit which 
she gives me permission 
to quote:-

"This was a hard review 
for me - it reminded me 
of a lot of things and mane 
me ana._ry These wom 0 n, 
middle-class educated 
from backgrounds of scholars 
and creative endeavours, 
li~ing the protestant ethic 
of Women's Role, had all 
the tools. Some poetry 
that struck a chord.· No 
passion, no outrage. 

No education, no peers, 
No money no encouragement 
I grew through the cement. 
The difference is, they 
wanted to be writers, I wanted 
to be a revoluntionary." 

* * * * * * * 
I hope readers are not 
tired of book reviews - but 
as they (the books) keep 
coming, even as I do this 
newsletter, which is to be 
the last - maybe - I have 
to mention -

•~ound Goddesses - Asphalta 
to Viscera" as revealed 
to Morgen Grey & Julia Penelope 
New Victoria Publishers, Vermont 
Price 7 . 9 5 • U • S • 

The play of language, the fun 
. the humour makes this a lovely 
,bedside or favourtie coffetable 
(tongue irt cheek) book to have 

,around, when you feel blue, pick 
it up and laugh and laugh at the 
wit, the naughtiness, the love 
and fun. 

Emma Joy Crone. 



Growing up in the late 1940s, '50s, and '60s, they are Black, white, 
ian, Latina, Jewish , fat, disabled and much more. Their family photos 

nd personal accounts tell the tale. That their adult lives are complex and 
sometimes contradictory is sensitively portrayed by the photographs of 
Cathy Cade, a nationally published lesbian feminist photographer. Lois 
Rita Helmbold, lesbian feminist historian and activist writes a historical 
essay about the common forces surrounding these women's lives. 

A handsome paperbound book of 150 photographs, 
144 pages, 81/2 x 91/4. ISBN: 0-9618453-2-5. 

Cathy cade . b Lois Rita Helmbold 
. . 1 Introduction y 

With a Histonca 

..; 

Please send me ___ copies of A Lesbian Photo Album by Cathy Cade. ($14.95 per copy. 

Order from: 

\Vaterwomen Books 
3022 Ashbrook Ct. 
Oakland, CA 94601 

Phone (415) 532-3545 

California residents add $1.04 sales tax per copy. Publisher pays shipping and handling.) 

~AME _________________________ _ 

ADDRESS ________________________ _ 

CITY/STATFJZJP ______________________ _ 

□ Enclosed is my check for _____ _ 
D I am interested in having Cathy Cade come talk about her book or other lesbian issues 

with my community, class, bookstore, etc. 

/t. 



Some opposition is being met to these 
Games - please write to :_ 

CITY HALL, VANCOUVER, B.C. 
stating your support that these Games be held. 

C E L E B RAT I O N '9 0 G A Y G A M E S I I I A N D C U L T U R A L F E S T I VA L 

Dear Supporters of Celebration '90, 

There are only 28 months to~ before 10,000 visitors, both athletes and spectators, ooscend 
upon our city for a glorious 10-day celebration of our lifestyle and culture. Plans are pushing 
aheoo at an alarmingly quick pcl':e - a p~ that most of us have difficulty keeping up with. We 
hope that you are just as excited about Celebration '90 - Gay Games 111 and Cultural 
Festival, as we are. 

However, the cold hard focts are that it takes a lot of support, moral and especially financial, 
from many people, businesses, and organ1zations ....... as many as we can possibly find and then 
ma1ntain. We need you to bocome a part of that tremenoous, g3nerous support that will help our 
dream become a reality. If many people become financially supportive in a small Wft./ then it 
w111 help to give everyone a sense of owning this tremenoous unoortaking. 

We neaj your help! We want you to feel an overwhelming sense of pr1oo and ownership when you 
walk into the Opening Ceremonies of Gay Garnes 111 in 1990. In oroor to oo this we need your 
financial help •.• NOW I 

How can you help? You C8n help 1n the fo11ow1ng woys ..... . 

...... Sign up as a new member for Celebration '90( see the small form on the 
bock of the newsletter) 

...... Make a lump sum oonation 

...... Have every member of your teem or organization join 

...... Sponsor a fundrais1ng project for Celebration '90 in your city 

...... Order a Celebration '90 T-shirt 

Being a canooian supporter. you have the opportunity to r£:£eive a tax ooductib le receipt for next 
year's taxes. Simply make a oonation to Pf AME - Celebrot1on '90 and forward to the 
M.V.A.A.A. 

We hope that you will see it in your heart to help in sharing in the ownership of what we see as 
the most exciting event in Canooian Gay History. Get involved .... be a part of the celebration and 
support it as best as you poss1bly can. 

Thnnk you for your continued ond generous supportl 
(from the newsletter) 

Slncere!y,~--

~t 

buy a $10 Membership today 
HERE'S MY $10 for Celebration '90 

Membership ........................ . 

Name: 

Fundraising Chair 

Street: 
City: Postal Code .......... . 

Metropolitart Vancouver Athleti~ And Arts Assn. 
ll70 .. Bute __ l/t.r..~t.., __ y_~n_<;gl}y~:r.L ~'. __ .: .-Canada V6E 1Z6. 

l~ 
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ANGLES, Gay/Lesbian newsletter. PO Box 3287, Vancouver, B.C. $12 Can. 
ATLANTA, Lesbian/Fem. " PO.Box 5502, Atlanta, GA. U.S. $12:00 U.S. 
AGLOW (Assn. Gay/Lesbian Elders) PO Box 75195, Washington, D.C. 20013. $ 25:00 U.S. 
BREAKING THE SILENCE - Mag. for all women. PO Box 4857. Ottawa, Ont.$10.00 · Can. yr\~ ;~, 
BROOMSTICK, Bimonthly periodical for & about women over 40. 3543 18th St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110 ($20.00 Can. $15.U.S. yr.) 
CIRCLES OF EXCHANGES , Listing women's spirituality groups, Free send S.A.E, 
PO Box 28521, Seattle, Wa. 98118. U.S. 
CRONE PAPERS - Spiritual newsletter for all. PO Box 181 , Crossville, Tn. 38555. $7:00 
GALA (Gays & Lesbians Aging) newsletter. 519 Church St. Toronto, Ont. M4Y 2C9 send SAE 
GO. Newsletter for Gay/Lesbians PO Box 2919, Stn. D. Ottawa, Ontario. Drop in 
Centre and referral service 318 Lisgar St. Ottawa. 
GLOE (Gay/Lesbian OUTREACH FOR ELDERS) monthly newsletter,1853 Market St.San Francisco. 
GOLDEN THREADS contact publication for lesbians over 50, Send S.A.E. PO Box 3177, 
Burlington, VT. 05401, Sample copy mailed discreetly Intro copy $5:00 U.S. 
HECATE's LOOM, Women's spirituality newsletter c/o HOPDG, Student Union Bldg. 
Universi~y of Victoria, Box 1700, Vic. B.C. V8W 2Y2, $5:00 Can. $6:00 U.S. 
HERLA.'-ID. newsletter, 1630 NW 19 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 73106 $10:00 U.S. 
ILIS: Intl. Lesbian Info. Roxenstraat, 8 1016NX, Amsterdam, Holland. 
IMAGES, B.C. Newsletter of W. Kootenays. 307 Vernon St., Nelson, $4:50 6 issues. 
KINESIS, Newspaper for women by women,, 301-1720 Grant St. Vancouver, B.C. V5L 2Y6 $17:50 
LESBIAN CONNECTION, PO Box 811 E. Lansing, Michigan.US. $12:00 free to women of low income 
MAIZE, Lesbian Country Worn. Mag. c/- Word Weavers, PO Box 8742, Minneapolis, MN 55408 
MAMA BEARS, Bkstore/coffe house, Newspaper listing current books, 6536 Telegraph 
Ave. Oakland, Ca. U.S. 94609. 
MATURE WOMENS NETWORK, 411 Dunsmuir St. Vancouver,B.C .. $10 yr. newsletter. 
NOGA, Feminist mag. in Hebrew. PO Box 21376, Tel Aviv, 61213, Israel. 
OF A LIKE MIND, Intl, newsletter of woms. spirituality. PO Box 6021, Madison WI. $3.ea. 
OLDER WOMEN'S LEAGUE, 1325 H/ DY. NW Lwr. Level, Washington, D.C. Donations 
OUR OWN (Older women's Networking newsletter) Box 1494, Mendocino Ca. $10:00 U.S. 
OPTIMIST, Feminist newsletter, 302 Steele St., Whitehorse, YUKON, Canada. $5:00 yr. 
RITES, Gay/Lesbian newsletter, PO Box 65 Stn. F. Toronto, Ont. $14.50 Can. yr. 
SAGEWOMAN. Spiritual/Feminist newsletter PO Box 5130 Santa Cruz, Ca. 95063. $20 U.S. 
SENIOR ACTION IN A GAY ENVIRONMENT, 208, W. 13th New York, NY 10011. Outreach and 
newsletter. Send S.A.E. more information. 
SHARE , Newsletter for Older lesbians/Gay men. Box 755, Stn. E. Victoria, B.C. $8:,00 
SPIRITUAL WOMEN"S TIMES. newslettr, Box 51186. Seattle, Washington, 98115. 
UP & COMING NEWSLETTER, PO Box 718, Fayetville, Arkansas, U.S. $5:50 U.S. 
VANCOUVER LESBIAN/Gay Community Centre, #1-1170 But St. Vancouver, B.C. 
VANCOUVER LESBIAN CONNECTION, 876, Commercial Drive, Vancouver, B.C 
HAG RAG, Lesbian Feminist Press, PO Box 93243, Milwaukee, WI. 53203. Newsletter 
VISIBILITIES PO Box 1258, Peter Stuveysant Stn. N.Y. N.Y. 10009. Lesbian mag. $23:00 Can. 
DIVERSITY, Lesbian newspaper, PO Box 6610r, Stn.F. Vancouver, $15 Can. $18 U.S. 
GEMMA, BM Box 5700 London, England, WCl 3XX Intnl newsletter networking for disabled 
handicapped , differently abled lesbians. 8 international reply coupons 1 yrs. sub. 






