


fifth edition, by Joseph; Constitutional 
Documents of Canada, Houston; Ben Hur, 
Wallace ; Life and Letters of Stonewall 
Jackson ; the Franco-German War, by 
Count Von Moltke ; Von Moltke’s Letters to 
his mother and brother ; History of Canada, 
Vols I to VI, Kingston ; Pharaohs, Fellahs 
and Explorers, Edwards ; Hansard De­
bates, Statutes, Journals, Sessional Papers, 
etc., from Dominion and Provincial Govern­
ments ; Report of Proceedings Royal Col­
onial Institute, 1891-92 ; Production of Gold 
aud Silver in the United States, 1890-91, 
Leech ; Early Biography of Ontario, Kings- 
ford ; Ontario Gazetteer, 1892 3; and Cana­
dian Mining Manual, B. T. A. Bell.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE-
Sixth Parliament.

daily colonistI introduced on Wednesday, as a general 
I rule, after the public bills are disposed ol 
! there is not much time wasted in proroguing 
the House, and if this is to be the case this 

! session members having private bills in 
I charge will do well to have them placed on 
the order paper to "be dealt with as soon as 

1 possible.

Third Session of the
THIRD DAY.

February 1, 1893.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers t; XT'"' A™’hJ«u»nn Scriven.

TO CONFIRM

Hon. __
confirm the title to certain

Bill read a first time ; sc 
morrow.

INSANE ASYLUMS ACT.
Hon. Mr. Davib introduced a bill to 

amend the Insane Asylums Act. Read a 
first time ; second reading to-morrow.

ARBITRATIONS.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­

specting arbitrations. Read a first time ; 
second reading to-morrow.

NOMINATION OF COMMITTEES.
The following members were nominated 

to constitute the various committees ;
Private Bills and Standing Orders—By 

Hon. Mr. Davie, Messrs. Eberts, Smith, 
Hunter and Martin ; by Hon. Mr. Beaven, 
Messrs. Semlin, Kitchen and Dr. Milne.

Public Accounts—By Hon. Mr. Davie, 
Messrs. Martin, Croft and Rogers ; by Hon. 
Mr. Beaven, Messrs. Grant and Cotton.

Printing—By Hon. Mr. Davie, Messrs. 
Anderson, Fletcher and Hall ; by Hon. Mr. 
Beaven, Messrs. Biown and McKenzie.

Railways—By Hon. Mr. Davie, Messrs. 
Booth, Hunter, Rogers, Eberts, Stoddart, 
Nason, Punch, Croft, Horne, Anderson and 
Dr. Watt ; by Hon. Mr. Beaven, Messrs. 
Sword, Forster, Brown, Keith, Kellie, Mc­
Kenzie and Grant.

Mining—By Hon. Mr. Davie, Messrs. 
Smith, Rogers, Stoddart, Punch and Dr. 
Watt ; by Hon. Mr. Beaven, Messrs. Kellie, 
Cotton, Grant and Keith.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Hon. Mr. DaVie, rising to a question of 

privilege, said be wished to make a state­
ment in connection with something that had 
been said at the last sitting of the House in 
regard to the railway belt.

Hon. Mr. Beaven interrupted the hon. 
Premier, who, he said, had no right to 
make any statement without giving notice 
of it in the form of a motion, so that all 
members of the House could be prepared to 
debate it.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the remarks he 
was about to make were of great interest to 
the House and to the public, and the sub­
ject matter could not very well be brought 
up on a special motion.

Hon. Mr. Beaven insisted on a strict 
observance of tbe rules of the House.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that if the remarks 
he was about to make would be objected to 
by the hon. leader of the Opposition, he 
would let the matter rest for the present, 
although he well knew that he was within 
his rights, and he felt sure the hon. mem­
bers of the House would, if asked to do so, 
grant him by their votes the privilege be

The matter then dropped, and the House

Monday, Feb. G, 1893.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.

PETITIONS.
The petition of the B. C. Southern Rail­

way Co. was read and received ; also that 
of the city of Victoria to consolidate and 
amend the Official Map Act.

by Ven. Archdeacon Scriven.
... mineral claims.
Col. Baker introduced a bill to 

in mineral claims, 
second reading to-

The librarian's room adjoining the Legis 
lature library has been opened, and placed 
at the disposal of members of the pres* 
gallery. It is a comfortable room, afford­
ing easy access to the members while the 
House is in session, aud the change is 
appreciated.

PUBLIC SCHOOL ACT.
The House went into committee, Mr. 

Smith in the chair, to consider the mes­
sage of the Lieut.-Governor, enclosing a bill 
to amend the Public School Act.

Hon. Col. Baker moved that the bill be 
reported.

Hon. Mr. Beaven wished some explana­
tion. He thought it should be discussed at 
this “stage of the game." (Laughter.)

Hon. Col. Bake^ pointed out that it was 
not the custom for mepbers to exercise the 
right they had of discufting bills which 
were sent down from His Honor in Commit­
tee of the Whole, and the effect of such 
discussion would be to obstruct the business 
of the House. There was plenty of time 
and ample opportunity afforded for the full

I Messrs. Nason and Keith were the only 
' members not in their seats yesterday. Mr. 
Nason is still in the hospital and will 
probably not be out for a month, and Mr. 
Keith has not yet come down from Nanaimo 
Among the latest arrivals Mere Mr. Ander­
son, of Saanich, and Mr. Rogers, of Yale.

According to the new arrangement of 
seats, Hon. Mr. Davie moves up to the desk 
formerly occupied by Hon. John Robson, 
Hon. Mr. Vernon being next to him and 
Hon. Col. Bnker taking Mr. Vernon’s old 
seat. The other Cabinet ministers retain 
their old places.

The new rules of order of the Douse are 
in force this session, and present some im­
portant changes in procedure. One of these 
changes makes it improper, unless uudtr 
urgent circumstances, to have a bill read a 
second time, committed and passed the 
same day.

Hon. Col. Baker said he would reserve 
what he had to say until the bill came be 
fore the House at the proper time.

Mr. Semlin supported the view of the 
leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Mr. Davie showed that it would 
be a waste of valuable time to discuss 
measures at such a time as the hon. leader 
of the Opposition proposed. Other mem- | 
hers of the House wished to get through 
with the business of the Province without 
wasting time, so that they could get back to 
their private business. There was a pro­
per, orderly way in which to discuss the 
bill, and every member could say what he 
wished then.

After further remarks by Hon. Mr. 
Beaven,

Mr. Brown said that he wished to enter 
a protest against the theory that a member 
was out of order in diecuesing a bill sent 
down by His Honor when it first went into 
committee. He had no objection to this 
particular bill ; but there might be others

measure and know what they were taming

The bill was reported and read a first

IABOR STATISTICS BUREAU.

The House went into committee, Mr. 
Sword in the chair, on the message of the 
Lieut.-Governor transmitting a bill to 
provide for the establishment of a bureau 
of labor statistics and also of councils of 
conciliation and arbitration, for the settle­
ment of industrial disputes.

Hon. Mr. Beaven raised the same ob­
jection to the procedure, which he said was 
an insult to the House.

Hon. Col. Baker remarked that if the 
hon. leader of the Opposition wished, he 
could move that the committee rise, and 
thus kill the bill.

Mr. Semlin—Yes, we could do that.
Hon. Mr. Davie—Try it. (Laughter.) |
The bill was reported and read a first

HOME FOR DESTITUTE PERSONS.

The House went into Committee, Mr. Hall 
in the chair, to consider the message of the 
Lieut.-Governor transmitting a bill for the 
establishment and maintenance of a Provin­
cial Home for destitute perrons.

Hon. Mr. Beaven and Mr. Semlin raised 
the same onestion «peaking at some length.

The.bill'waa reported “d re*d a fir,t 

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT*

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a message 
from His Honor the Lieut.-Governor trans­
mitting a bill respecting the public health. 

provincial voters* act.
Mr. Brown introduced a bill to amend 

the Provincial Voters’ Act. Bill read & first 
time; second reading Wednesday.

incorporation of railway companies.
Mr. Kellie introduced a bill relating to 

the incorporation of railway, tramway, tele­
phone and telegraph companies.

carpenter creek claims.
Mr. Kellie moved “that a select com-1 

mittee be appointed to inquire into the 
claims of certain applicants to purchase 
land near the mouth of Carpenter creek, and 
at the head of Slocan lake, West Kootenay 
district, with power to call for persons, 
papers, and examine witnesses and report 
to the House as occasion may require; said 
committee to consist of Messrs. Grant, 
Booth, Rogers, Croft, and the mover.” Car-

bills introduced.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced the follow­

ing bills, which were- read a first time, 
second reading to-morrow ;—

“To amend tne ‘ Breeding Stock Act.’
“ To amend the ‘ Homestead Act.*
“Respecting Agisters of Cattle and 

Livery Stable Keepers.
“To amend the * Married Woman’s Pro­

perty Act.*
“To amend the 'Companies* Acte.’
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RULES OF THE HOUSE.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved to amend the 
Rules and Orders of the House by striking 
out the words “ after the second reading it 
ahull be ordered for committal on a subse­
quent day,” and by inserting in lieu thereof, 
the following, “ but the committal of a Bill 
may proceed on the same day of its second 

. reading.”
He s. Mr. Davie said he did not wish to 

cast .ny reflection on the committee which 
had prepared the new rules, but he thought 
mature reflection would show that the old 
practice was best.

Hon. Mr. Beaven opposed the amend-

Mr. Brown wished for more time to con­
sider what the amendments would mean,

Hon. Mr. Vernon moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate.

APPOINTMENT OK A LAW CLERK.
I Hon. Mr. Beaven inquired if the House 
' was to have a law clerk.

Hon. Mr. Payik said yes. It was only 
an accident that the law clerk had not been 
present to-day.

CONSIDERATION OF THE SPEECH.
Hon. Mr. Turner moved, seconded by 

Hon. Mr. Pooley, “ That the Speech of His 
Honor the Lieut. Governor, be taken into 

■ consideration on Wednesday next.” Carried. 
ARCHITECTS ACT.

Mu. Hunter introduced a bill respecting 
the profession of architects. Bill read a 
first time; second reading to-morrow.

SETTLED ESTATES.
Mil Eberts introduced a bill respecting 

settled estates. Bill read a first time ; sec­
ond reading to-morrow.

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, ETC.
On the consideration of the report of Com­

mittee of the Whole,
Hon. Mr. Davie moved certain amend­

ments to facilitate registration, and also to

Srovide for legal proof of registration by 
eputy registrars.
After some discussion, the report was laid 

over for further consideration.
mineral bill.

Hon. Col. Baker moved the second read­
ing of a bill to confirm the title to certain 
mineral claims. He briefly explained the 
provisions. The bill was read a second 
time ; to be committed to-morrow.

.arbitration bill.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­

ing of the Arbitration bill, which he said 
would be found to be a useful measure. He 
briefly explained its conditions and pro­
visions.

Hon. Mr. Beaven and Mr. Brown con­
gratulated the Government on the measure, 
which they thought could be somewhat 
amended in committee. The bill was read 
a second time.

insane asylum act.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­

ing of a bill to amend the Insane Asylums 
act. He explained that the growth of com­
merce and opening up of means of transport- 

j ation had resulted in a number of insane 
persons being sent into the Province, where 
they became an immediate charge upon the 
public. The bill gave authority to the 
Lieut.-Governor in Council to return these 
people to the place whence they came. The 
new bill will also provide that medical men 
should examine the supposed insane person 
separately and give separate verdicts.
There was also provision for the arrest and 
imprisonment of dangerous lunatics.

Hon. Mr. Beaven supported the bill, 
which was read a second time and put down 
on the orders to be committeed to-morrow, j 

The House adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
legislative notes.

At yesterday’s session every item on the 
order paper was advanced a stage.

Hon. Col. Baker presented a return yes­
terday of refunds of all tines under the 
liquor license laws.

Mr. Kellie’s motion, passed yesterday, 
is to settle some complaints over property 
in the Slocan district. _ .

The bill to amend the Companies act, is 
to give companies, whether registered or 
not, status as mortgagees.

Mr. S. Y. Wootton is to be law clerk 
this year, and will attend the House every 
day during the balance of the session.

The Private Bills committee is called to 
meet this (Tuesday) morning at 11 o'clock 
for organization, and to consider the peti­
tions already in hand.

| Hon. Mr. Davie’s bill to amend the 
! Breeding Stock act gives authority to Pro- 
1 vincial Police Officers to detain animals run­
ning at large, etc., and to sell them under 
the provisions of the general act.

The members of the House are all de­
lighted with the way the Government has 
its business in hand. Everything is ready 
now for steady sessions and night work 
may be expected to begin soon.

The restaurant was again opened yester­
day. It is in the same efficient hands, M. 
k L. Yohng, with the genial Louis himself 
in charge as of yorer. All the members of 
the House and press gallery have tickets is­
sued by Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Nason took his seat for the first time 
yesterday, and was warmly welcomed by I 
members on both sides of the House. He I 
is not yet recovered by any means, and had 
his head done up in bandages, but he 
expects before long to be his own old self

SThe Married Women’s Property act 
amendment bill, is to make the provisions 
of the act workable in country districts. 
The order of protection may, under the 
new bill, be made by a police or stipend iry 
magistrate or two justices of the peace.

Hon. Mr. Davie’s bill to secure uniform 
conditions in policies of fire insurance con­
tains the statutory conditions which shall 
form part of all policies issued on property 
in the Province. If these conditions are 
varied in any way the variation is to be in 
conspicuous type and in ink of different 
color, otherwise they shall not apply.

The act to amend the Bills of Sale act 
will make the law in this respect apply to 
“transfers or assignments of the rolling 
stock or other moveable property of any 
railway company, if. by the said instrument 
of transfer or assignment any real property 
of such company is included.” The new |

bill will also enab'e the Lieutenant Governor- 
iu-Council to define districts elsewhere than 
on Vancouver Island.

Under the provisions of the Homestead 
act personal property is exempt from 
seizure up to $500. The bill introduced by 
the Attorney-General yesterday, proposes 
to amend the act sec. 10, by adding the 
words “ provided that nothing herein con­
tained shall be construed to exempt any 
goods or chattels from seizure in satisfac­
tion of a debt contracted for or in respect 
of such identical goods or chattels.”

PR0YÏ&IAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Pail lament.
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1803.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. P. McF. Macleod.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mu. Kellie, from the select committee 

appointed to inquire into certain claims to 
land near the mouth of Carpenter creek, 
Kootenay district, repotted, asking leave 
to employ a stenographer to take down the i 
evidence. Report received.

PUBLIC HEALTH BIIX.
The House went into committee of the 

whole to consider a message from His Hon­
or the Lieut.-Governor transmitting the 
Public Health Act. The bill was reported 
and read a first time ; second reading to­
morrow.

LABOR eiSPUTBS m,L.
HoN. Col. Baker moved the eectud 

reading of a bill to provide for the estab­
lishment of a Bureau of Statistics, ami-also 
for the appointment of a Board of 
Conciliation and Arbitration for fcfao set­
tlement of labor disputes. He said:
In moving the second reading of this bill I 
cannot help feeling tome diffidence, lest 
through -any want ôf ability or abort-com­
ing on my part I should fail to convince the 
House of the duty it owës to the commun­
ity at large to mate the purport of this 
bill the law of the Province. But the great 
importance of the cubject to the vast ma- ■ 
jority of the people will, I treat, command 
both the attention and patience of the 
House while ! use my best endeavors to do 
justice to the arguments which undoubtedly 
are in favor of the measure. It must be 
apparent to every thinking “man who takes 
the trouble to study the situation that the 
relations between capital and labor have 
become so acute as to -demand the most 
serious consideration of statesmen. The 
late melancholy proceedings at Homestead 
have simply emphasised a state of 
affairs which previously existed. 'We 
see there capital and labor ar­
rayed against each other, armed to 
the teeth and ready to break out into in­
ternecine war. Capital on the one side 
demands that it shall be free to employ 
whom it pleases and at what remuneration 
it pleases. Labor on the other side de­
mands that it shall be free to dictate the 
value of the labor which reproduces and 
adds to capital. It is impossible to regard 
such a position of affairs except with feel­
ings of the profoundest pain, as well as 
anxiety, because when we realize, as we are 
obliged to do, that the very existence of 
man is dependent upon the co-operation of 
capital with labor, we are coaotrained to 
acknowledge that the harmonious working, 
one with the other, of these abjolute factors 
in production, must be, from theuatureof the ' 
case, the fundamental principle in the general 
prosperity of any society of human beings. 
Therefore any legislative action wide». will 
have the effect of producing peace and har­
mony between capital and labor must be of 
incalculable benefit to the general commu­
nity. Now, sir, as 1 am about to deal with 
the relations between capital and labor, it 
will be advisable to review briefly the posi­
tion of each party to the question, and in 
order to do so in an intelligent manner I 
must first define clearly what capital really 
is and how it has attained the extraordinary 
power which it undoubtedly wields in the 
present age. Capital may be defined 
as a product of the earth utilized by labor, 
and since it cannot be created without 
labor it may be termed V concrete labor.” 
Capital first came into being when primi­
tive man fashioned his bow and arrow or his 
spear -in order to slay wild animals to pro­
vide his daily food ; and let it be noted that 
the capital which he thus acquired 
was the product of his own labor ; 
lit was not the product of the 
1 labor of others. He was a simple capitalist 
in contradistinction to a compound capital­
ist ; the latter was created by which might 
be termed “original Bin.” The strong 
primitive man stole the capital from his 
weaker neighbor, and then forced that 
neighbor to work with the stolen property i 
in order to produce more capital for the j 
despoiler. It was thus that war was first, 
created between capital '"and labor. The] 
stronger dominated the weaker, the savage 
side in the nat ure of man was in the ascend­
ant, the doctrines of Christianity were un­
known. This war hac been waged for 
thousands of years with varying degrees of 
intensity, with the result that, in the long 
run, capital has always been in the ascend­
ant, and the .reason of t hat ascendancy is 
that, since the very existence of man is 
dependent upon labor, and since capi­
tal is concrete labor, therefore the 
accumulation of capital in the hands 
of the few gives to the minority power 
over the veiy existence of the majority. 
Thus it is that we learn that although it is 
absolutely necessary, in order to carry on 
tjie affairs of life, that capital and labor 
should go hand in hand, yet, through the 
taint of original sin, the grasp of the hand 
is, too often, nob that of friendship, but 
rather the iron grip of coercion. And, sir, 
it is in order to mitigate that coercion, and, 
if possible, to bring about a friendship be­
tween the two combatants, which is the ob­
ject of this bill. Looking back then upon 
the past, we find that capital has been in­
creasing by reproduction and addition step 
by step, through different phaoea of civili­
zation, until it has culminated in that vast 
financial machinery which actuates the so- { 
cial life of naan in the present day. But, t 
sir, although capital has gone on increasing 
through past ages the rate of increase has 
been very far from uniform, and it is only 
within the last century that the wonderful 
discoveries in science have given such a mar- 

1 vellous impetus to the development and 
accumulation of capital as to intensify to 
an alarming extent the old standing war 
between labor and capital. And further 
than that, Mr. Speaker, it is only within 
the last fifty years that the subtle and 
widespread mechanisms of finance have so 
increased the velocity for the segregation of 
capital in the hands of the few as to pro­
duce an oligarchy of wealth whose despotic 
power bids fair, in some cases, to bring 
about a social revolution. But in justice to 
capital we must not lose sight of the fact 
that the evils of accumulation and segrega­
tion are not chargeable to any defiance of or 
abuse of the law. It is the system which 
has been in fault, and society

so inebriated by the plethora oi weaiuu 
which has been thrust upon it by means of 
scientific discovery that it has failed to 
grasp the proportionate responsibility for 
distributing that wealth in an equitable 
manner. Competition between capitalists 
themselves has forced them to exploit labor 
to their own advantage, and as competition 
became intensified they sought protection 
from it by the formation of ring», trusts and 
combines which added enormously to the 
wealth of the few at the expense of the 
many, but it was all within the law. When 
we turn to the side of labor we have seen 
that forced labor or slavery wus fjrat estab­
lished when the strong primitive man stole 
the capital from his weaker neighbor and 
forced him to work with the stolen property.
As time rolled on it was found that nature 
was bountiful in her natural gifts in the 
thape of vviml and of water which she offered I 
lor the use of man, aud thus it was that

machinery waa firat l-egottan. Now, bv 
means of that machinery, the slave could 
produce ten times more capital in the labor 
of one day than ho oould before ill dis­
covery, end thus the capital of his mssrer 
increased and accumulated in like pw.por. 
tion Civilization continued to -advance 
unti labor in the form of slavery wae 
abobshed, and the laborer wa/ said 
to be free. Was he? No. the whip 
?/ . the. eJave dri^r dnappeared- 
Sj* true~but to place was
taken by a scourge almost as galling.
Let mî’rfw h f88h °C hUD^y competition. 
Let me dwell for > mornes upon this quea-

LlC,°Tpet,>,?‘’ beo<rj8e “ with capital 
so with labor, it la the head and front of the 
antagonism between tie two. Among all 
classes of men, whether among the highest 
aristocracy or the-poorest laborers, we find 
* very great divarsity -of individuality. 
Howe are by nature, or the force of circum- 
stances, brutes, while others are gentlemen, 
and there is every degree of variety be­
tween the two extremes. Pray let it be un 
derstood that by the term gentlemen I do 
not mean the'possession of the simple gilded 
tinsel of mere manner, but the higher attri- 
bates and qualities of the tree mu, which, 
happily, are not dependent -upon class.: 
N°w it is fhe baser sort of men—the drunk­
ards, the idlers and the drones, and all 
those othersi whose moral fibre is so flaccidthat 
it cannot withstand the adverse pressure of 
circumstances—it is these baser sort of 
men who help materially to plait up what 
t term the lash of hungry competition, 
rorpno sooner does honest labor attempt to 
assart its own rights than capital can in- 
floently fall back on these baser sort of men, 
who, half starving through their own vices, 
are ready to work temporarily upon starva­
tion wages. It is thus that a reserve of 
labor is placed at the disposal of capital in 
case of emergency. But these baser sort of 
mon do not by any means form the whole of 
that reserve, there is an honorable contin- 
gent to it in the form of men, women and 
children, who from bo fault of their own 
are thrown out of work either by temporary 
sickness or by some other causes. Now, it 
must be remembered, that as society is at 
present organized, labor is the servant of 
capital, and that if it does not get employ­
ment-well, what then ? It starves. There­
fore it is that hunger drives the members of 
tbis labor reserve to compete for employ­
ment and to accept as wages the bare neces­
saries of life. Some idea of the 
extent of this competition may be 
inferred when I mention that it has 
been proved by statistics that this industrial 
reserve army, or as I would prefer to caII it, 
this flourishing labor army, foims nine per 
cent, of the total laboring population of 
Lreat Britain. It is thus that the right 
arm of capital is strengthened. Let me 
now pass on to the important change which 
has taken place and is still taking place in 
the relation between capital and labor by 
the utilization of steam and electric power 
within the last century. It has intensified 
an hundred fold the old standing war be­
tween capital and labor. Man now becomes 
a mere automaton as a laborer compared to 
his position in former times. With the 
assistance of science he can now do one 
hundred, nay, one thousand times more 
work in the labor of one day than he could 
then. \\ itness, for im-tance, the Nasmyth 
steam hammer, which can be operated 
by a boy, and which can strike one 
hundred five ton blows in one minute ! 
Now, the effect of these scientific discover­
ies has been to change to a great extent the 
ratio in a manufactured commodity between 
the amount of capital expended upon mach­
inery and the amount of capital expended 
upon labor. In other words, the importance 
of capital in a manufactured article, is far 
greater than it used to be. But, side by 

; side with this effect wo happily find that 
the amount of surplus capital produced by 
means of machinery is so prodigious as to 
create a proportionate demand for labor in 
order to utilize it. In fact, by scientific 
discovery, the wealth of the world has been 
enormously increased, and with this wealth 
there has grown desire, with desire there 
has come demand, with demand there has 
come supply, and so the great circle of pio- 
auction has been completed. Another effect 
of scientific discovery has been to localize 
labor in factories and towns, and thus again 

| to greatly increase the power of 
capital, because the laborer, no 
longer requires to be so skilled as formerly, 
and therefore capital can always fall buck 
upon the famishing labor army in case of 
emergency. ^ In (fact -scientific discovery 
has greatly increased competition. It has 
also increased the power of capital by the 
facility which it affords for the localization 
and consequent organization and sub-divi­
sion of labor to such an extent that the 
laborer himself becomes almost a part of 
the machinery, which is operated at plea­
sure by the capitalist. Now, sir, there is 
nothing wrong in the spectacle of a great 
industrial organiziliou for the production 
and increase of capital ; on the contrary it 
is commendable enterprise, fortified by ere- 

\ ditable energy, and it is the object of this 
\ bill to provide the means for adjusting the 

rewards of this energy so that they may be 
fair and satisfactory to the parries con­
cerned. Let us now turn to the considera­
tion of the workingman himself, andAlet 
us take him, the honest Working- 

let «• '«ok at him 
n A * j® P-emtU(ie °* his strength and in 

all the dignity of his manhood. What does 
he represent? He represents the expendi- 

I £ure of £°fTe,r. labor- His flesh and hie 
J bone and his blood are the products oj



iooa ana tne oouitng and the shelter which j 
it has taken to rear him, therefore, just as 
capital may be called “concrete,” labor to 
the adult working man may be called 
“potential” labor. But he requires more 
food and more clothing and continued 
shelter in order to keep him alive and 
strong enough to work, therefore he is a 
consumer a s'well as a producer cf capital. 
Again his labor is for sale, therefore it is a 
commodity, and like all other commodities 
it is subject to tlje law of supply and de­
mand. Capital will strive to buy it in the 
cheapest ; labor will strive to sell it in the 
dearest market. But now let us see what it 
is that the labor of this working 
man has to produce. Let us suppose 
that he sells his labor to a capitalist for one 
day. It then becomes the property of his 
employer for that time. How is this pro­
perty to be utilized, what are its responsi­
bilities ? First, a portion of the daily labor 
has to be set aside or credited to assist in 
reproducing the workingman himself, other­
wise death would annihilate all labor. The 
workingman must accomplish this repro­
duction through liis family, who with him­
self must be fed, olothed and housed 
Again, another portion of the daily labor 
must be credited to making good the weu 
and tear ot the implements, machinery or j 
raw produce, the capital, in fact, which the 
laborer may lise in his work and which are 
supplied by the capitalist. Now these are 
what are termed the necessary portions of 
daily labor, that is to sa.y what are neces­
sary to keep the working man and his 
family in the bare necessaries of life 
and to mike good the wear and 
tear of the machinery which he uses in 
his work, and it is evident that without 
these necessary . provisions, the stock of 
capital and labor would in course of time 
disappear. Now, it has been proved 
by experience and by careful investi­
gation that from five to si* bonrV

work, in the day is sufficient to pro­
vide this necessary labor, and that all work 

i tieyond that time produces surplus capital, 
which goes into the pocket of the employer, 
or rather, to be more accurate, it does not 
go into the pocket of the laborer. But why, 
it may be asked, should not a portion of 
this surplus capital go into the pocket 
of the laborer ? Why should he be left with 
the bare necessaries of life for himself and 
family, which have been produced — to­
gether with the capital employed—in six 
hours out of a day’s labor of, say, ten hears ? 
Because at this point there falle upon the 
working man the lash cf hungry ccmpeti- 
tion, and just as the strength of a
rope is its weakest point, so the 
measure of his daily wages will 
be that point at which the
famishing labor army is ready to work. 
Therefore, whether the woc&ing day is 
eight or ten or twelve hours, the wages will 
eventually be brought down to the bare 
necessaries of life. Of course, I am now 
speaking of the general law of wages and 
net of isolated cases here and there, but the 
economic forces which, under the present 
organization of society, combine to create 
that law, are inexorable, and although they 
may be temporarily checked by local cir­
cumstances, still as water will eventually 
find its own level, although it may fre­
quently be checked in its course, so surely 
will the social economic forces eventually 
bring wages down to this level I have indi­
cated. By that.. law of wages it can be 
shown that, where there is no scarcity of 
labor, the greatest injury a working­
man can do to his class, is to habitu­
ally work overtime, because by so 
doing he robs some other man of his fair 
share of labor. Piece work has a similar 
effect, and it is that which has given rise to 
that cruel system of labor which is known 

: as the “ sweating system,” and which so 
demoralises the laborer and so dehumanizes 
the employer. When piece work is adopted 
the employer soon finds out how much work 
oan be done in the day and he then fixes the 
price so that a maximum of work shall only 
cover a minimum of wages. It is easy to 
see that when, by competition, wages are 
brought down to a bare existence, fluctu­
ations in trade may inflict a degree of hard­
ship upon laborers amounting to starvation 
for themselves and families. Where work­
ingmen realize this fact, they are prone to 
measure their grievances against society by 
the opulence of the wealthier classes who 
surround them. The result has been a pro­
tective organization against the despotism 
of ^ wealth by the formation of trades 
anions, and as competition became 
intensified this protective organizition 
sought for some sharp method with which 
to arouse the lethargy of public opinion 
and force it to recognize the rights of labor­
ers to a fair share of the products of their 
own labor. Unfortunately for the labor 
ers as well as for society at large, the 
method which was fixed upon was the suici­
dal system of strikes. Suicidal to capital­
ists because it tends to divert trade from 
its customary channels, suicidal to 
laborers because the diversion of that 
tradex must mean ruin and starva­
tion to the workmen and because 

I all_ wealth being the product of labor a 
strike means a reduction of labor and con­
sequently of wealth product, and this means 
an increase in the cost of the necessaries of 
life, which falls most heavily upon the 
workingman in addition to the hardships 
and privations he-has to endure during the 
strike. Therefore strikes are economically 
a mistake to all parties concerned; 
they are equivalent to killing the 
goose which lays the golden egg. 
But how, then, it may he asked, is labor 
to obtain a recognition cf its grievances ? Is 
it to resort to force in order to obtain its 
just demands ? God forbid that labor 
should ever be so mad or so wicked cr so 
foolish as to attempt to resort to force in 
order to obtain its just demands, for by so 
doing it would inevitably bring the most 
frightful calamities on its own head in the 
shape of that hideous monster Anarchy, 
which it would be sure to arouse. No sir, 
thanks to the electoral freedom of the 
people, at least in Anglo-Saxon-speaking 
countries, there is always a legitimate way 
open by which labor can arrive at justice, 
namely, through the representatives of the 
people, and, therefore, it is on the floor of 
this House that the cause of labor 
in this Province should be fought out to 
a satisfactory and peaceable conclusion 
It is the object of this bill to offer the bal­
ance of justice between capital and labor 
and the working of it will benefit one m

much m the other by the 
Strikes. It will be seen that the bill 
divided into three perte. 1 trst, there te e 
Bureau of Labor Stati.ttce ; second, » Board 
of Conciliation at the “rv,fce c'". 
ployer snd employed in ease of dUspii Mi,
and lastly, as a dual appeal, a Board ot 
Arbitration is provided. The Bureau of
Labor Statistics has for Its objeo. the ob
Lining cf information of the state of labor 
and trade throughout the 1 rovince eo that 
the people, through the Government, can 
have access to that information. Similar 
bureaus are established over the greater 
part of the United States to the great ad 
vantage of the governments. The informa- 
tion which will be derived from the bureau 
in this Province will assist in forming the 
terms of the equation of justice between 
capital and labor. In cases of dispute 
between employed and employer they can 
at once submit their differences to 
the Board of Conciliation, and fortunately 
we have experience to guide us in the forma­
tion of these boards, as a bill very similar 
to the one now before the House has been 
placed on the statutes of New South \\ ales, 
and another, nearer home, in Nova Scotia. 
There is also one organized in London, and 
in every case they have been found to give 
the greatest satisfaction l}oth to employers 
and employed. Wc thave the evidence of j 
that veteran employer of labor61 not only in , 
England but also in foreign countries, Mr. ; 
Boulton, who says that, although he was at 
first prejudiced against-eueh legislation, and 
was also a bitter opponent of trades unions, 
the experienced hue gained by the working 

j of boards of conciliation baa completely 
j converted him to the great advantages 
to be gained by such institutions, not only 
by labor but also by capital. He describes 
the meeting round a table todiseuss their dif­
ferences, ^s an education both te employers 
and employed, and that, in nine cases out 
of ten, they are able to come to a« arrange­
ment which Is satisfactory to Lot.it parties 
without going to the Board of Arbitration. 
He also bears willing and cordial testimony 
to the surprise he experienced at the very- 
able, temperate and business-like manner in 
which the delegates from Trades.Unions 
took part in these discussions. Then again, 
Sir George Dibbs, the Premier of New South 
Wales, gives similar testimony, and says 
that, in twenty cases out of twenty-one, the 

| disputes are amicably settled aud strikes 
prevented by simply meeting round a table 

j with a view to fair play, at a Board 
1 of Conciliation. Mr. Fielding, the Premier 
of Nova Scotia, has similar evidence to give 
of the excellent effects of these boards, and 
on being asked whether, in case of proceed­
ing to the Board of Arbitration, the em­
ployes were ready to abide by the award 
when it was adverse to them, he replied 
that in the great majority of cases they did 
so, as they considered it a point of honor 
that, having appealed unto Oeaar, they 
should abide By big decisigy. Û) .

weary the House by citing t-vidence from a 
host of other employers of labor, but it is 
overwhelming in f^voc of these boards and 
the benefit they are to trade in the pre­
vention of str;‘gps. When we go into com­
mittee we 'van discuss the details of the 
bill, what we have now to do is to discuss 
its principle» Well, sir, with regard to that 
principle and the necessity for such a 
bill, I have endeavored .to show, I 
fear but imperfectly, that competition 
among capitalists and competition among 
laborers has arrived at such a pass as to en­
danger the safety and well-being of society; 
that the cause of this competition is the 
plethora of wealth which has been thrust 
upon society by means of scientific discov- 
ery; that the effort upon the part of labor to 
stem the tide of competition by means of 
strikes is not only suicidal, but it is paving 
the road to anarchy ; that it behoves every 
thinking man to rouse himself to a proper 
appréciatif of the critical situation 
of affaire. recognise that a great
change has conte over th “'world, which 
must be met by an adequate organization. 
The old structure of society, which was 
reared upon a feudal foundation with cen­
turies as its corner stones, has in reality 
been swept away and its place has been 
taken by a great manufactory of wealth, 
operated by selfishness and wherein men- 
kind are struggling with each other who 
shall gain most of the much-coveted trea­
sure, success alone at any cost being the 
passport to eminence. Aud out of this 
great incubator of cupidity there has been 
hatched a very strange peculiarity, and 
that is, there is no such thing as xatiety, but 
the greater the individual wealth the greater 
appears to be the individual capacity for 
greed and for power, until it has become a 
recognized axiom of society that the greater 
capitalist swallows up the smaller capitalist. 
If riches increase, set your hearts upon 
them ! But fortunately for humanity there 
is a safety valve to this inversion of a great 
Christian principle. The, corrective lies in 
the education ofjthe people, and as that edu­
cation is advancing and becoming universal, 
as facilities of inter-communication are tend
ing to disseminate knowledge, there falls upon 
the ears of statesmen a warning voice,
swelling like a strain of music with har­
monious sounds of justice, and demanding 
that the needs of the majority shall take 
precedence of the greeds of the minority. 
We are in duty bound to give heed to that 
warning ; we who, living in the boasted 
civilization at the close of this nineteenth 
century, have with shame to acknowledge 
that the working classes were far more 
secure in the necessaries of life as far back 
as the fourteenth century than are the 
working classes in the present age, and ! 
shame upon shame that the number of peo­
ple who in Great Britain to-day are starv­
ing and have no prospect of any ameliora­
tion of their wretched existence are more 
than equal to the whole population of Great 
Britain in the fourteenth century. These 

j are stern facts to set against the fiction of 
general prosperity. There are volumes of 
reports ftnd statistics which agree in show­
ing that in manufacturing districts and 
large towns not only in Great Britain but 
also in Europe and America the laborers both 
male and female are in many instances so 
overworked and underpaid and live amidst 
so much vice, disease and misery, the 
natural products of the loss of self respect, 
that they have become a degenerated race 
of men and women, who are breeding a race 
still more degenerate than themselves. In 
fact, sir, we have only to lift that veil of 
selfishness and luxury, which partially

obscures the moral vision ot plutocracy, and 
then to look out with a clear gaze upon the 
battle field of capital and labor ; aud, ah! 
what a melancholy spectacle meets our 
view ! We see there the dead and the 
dying of starvation, we hear the agonized 
cries of the wounded in heart, the wounded 
iu mind and the wounded in spirit, praying 
to be released from a world which offers so 
little hope of rest and comfort to their 
weary souls, and beyond all these we see, 
yonder in the distance, some half starved 
ranks of labor struggling in the tight, in the 
hope that, perchance, they may win for 
themselves, what ? The bare necessaries of 
life ! Shall we not stretch forth the right 
hand of fellowship to such as these? With 
God’s help, I will endeavor to do so by mov­
ing, tir, that this bill be read a second time, 
now. (Continued applause. )

Mr. Brown congratulated the hon Pro­
vincial Secretary on the eloquent aud able 
speech he had just delivered. He might 
say that he had never listened to any re- 
mat ks in the House more w orthy the states­
man or the Christian. (Applause.} He 
had been glad to hear the evidence which 
had been brought before them by the mover 
of the bill, of the successful working of such 
measures elsewhere. He had doubts as to 
whether this bill would go far enough to 
remedy the evils which hud arisen on ac­
count of over-competition. The remedy of 
what was called over-production was not to 
legislate against it, but to broaden the op 
portimities of labor. Digressing from the 
matter of the bill itself, he said the discus­
sion would show the necessity of refraining 
from putting large tracts of land, coal 
properties, etc., in the hands of men who 
would hold them as a monopoly. Why was 
it, in a new country like British Columbia, 
that it should be necessary to legislate to 
prevent difficulties' between capital and 
labor ? He thought that it would not be 
necessary if the opportunities of labor were 
opened to every man. The more 
chances given to honest and industrious 
labor, the more men would be found 
in the ranks, and the fewer would be th ; 
drones. It should be a matter of imposa- 
bility for any induatrions man to be de­
prived of the means of making his exi g­
ence, and legislation should be such that no 

; man would have to depend for employment 
on the caprice or will of another. In con­
clusion, he once more congratulated the 
hon. Provincial Secretary for his able 
speech, and promised his best aid in com­
mittee in making as good a bill as possible.

Mr. Keith, joined with the honorable 
member for New Westminster City in com­
plimenting the hon. Provincial Secretary, 
not only on his speech but also on the measure 
he had introduced, which was the most 
practical, in fact the only practical attempt 
that had ever been made to settle the dis­
putes between capital aud labor in 
the Province of British Columbia. He 
was of opinion that it was high time some 
thing were done in the way suggested for 
the workingman because he had always 
found that, in the past, capital had always 
been able to protect itself—not so the work 
ingman. He expected great things from 
the Board of Conciliation. Workingmen, 
as had been said, were not unreasonable nor 
was capital unreasonable, but it had been 
found that in some individual cases, both 
workingmen and capital were unwilling to 
settle. Ho thought the arbitration clause 
should be made compulsory, although he 
knew it would be going further than had 
ever been gone before, but why should not 
British Columbia lead ? He, however, 
while giving full credit to the introducer of 
the bill, who ho knew was honest 
in his views, could not help wondering if 
the bill was a political “ catch,” for political 
purposes. He did not know if the House 
was on the eve of a general election; but if 
so, was this bill brought in to catch votesv 
I^p hoped pot, He thought the bill ought

also to go further, aud regulate the hours of 
labor.

Hon. Mr. Beaven slid h) did not pur- : 
pose to allow a bill of this character to puss j 
without miking some remarks. That he 
was in favor of ihe principle of the bill, he 
did not think he needed to say, as he had 
long advocated it, but he thought the work­
ing of the bill would b j found unsatisfactory 
and would assist the Government in putting 
a measure on the statute books which would 
be found to be what was expected. He 
hoped for the assistance of the hon. Provin­
cial Secretary in carrying the amendment 
he (Mr. Beaven) proposed, to make eight 
hours constitute a day’s labor. He thought 
something too should be done to prevent 
Chinese labor being brought into the 
Province, as with this undesirable class of 
people kept out, the interests of both’labor 
and capital would ba protected. This last 
matter was one of more importance to the 
Province than any other. He trusted that 
the present legislation would last far longer 
than the next general election. All the 
legislation of the past few years, he said, 
had been in favor of n renopoly, but he 
hoped the Government would change its 
views. He gave the Government tha credit 
to which it was entitled, and would 
give hie vote in support of the second 
reading.

H-on. Mr. Davie said : I am sure we all 
feel deeply indebted to the hon. Provincial 
Secretary for his statesmanship in introduc­
ing the bill under discussion, as well as for 
the vast amount of information he has given 
us in the speech to which we have just lis­
tened with eo much pleasure. (Hear, hear.)
I cannot help thinking though, Mr. Speak­
er, that while we are so deeply indebted to 
that hon. gentleman, we must be to a cor­
responding degree disappointed at the nar­
row-minded views expressed by the hon. 
leader of the Opposition. That gentleman, 
sir, cannot apparently deal with any sub­
ject, net even with one like this, without 
descending to suspicion or without express­
ing views which are a credit neither to him­
self nor to the country he lives in. And not 
only that, but, sir, I regret to say 
that ho tries to appropriate to 
himself the credit and the honor which 
should properly belong, and does belong, to 
those on this side of the House, who are re­
sponsible for the introduction of this meas­
ure. He tries to tell us that the bill before 
us is a sign of the success of himself and the 
few who follow him, in bringing this Gov­
ernment to see things in the light in which 
he sees them. Heaven forbid that this 
Government should ever be brought to see

public questions in the light in which he 
sees them, for, sir, such a thing would not 
be for the advantage of this or of any other 
progressive community. He says that, the 
present bill is a sign of tha success he has 
had in bringing about the changes ho has 
advocated. That is a remark similar to one 
he made the other day when ho declared, on 
the floor of this llouio, that certain 
measures foreshadowed in the Speech 
from the Throne had been “wrung 
from a reluctant Government.” I 
beg to Bay, sir, ihet whatever tnay be the 
credit one way or the other to which the 
Government is entitled for bringing in this 
measure, it has not f jllowcd in the 
wake of the hon. leader of the Opposition or 
any of hie small party, in this or in any of 
the measures for the pob'ic good which 
.have been intr duccd. When, i would like 
to know, did ever the hon. leader of the 
Opposition, or any of his followers, who 
with him are attempting to take some 
credit to themselves for what we are doing— 
when, I would like to know, did he or did 
they do anything but content themselves 
with carping aud finding fault > • I would 
like the lion, gentleman to point to some 
important speech of his delivered^ at any 
time,,whether in this House or out of it, 
and reported in his own party organs or in 
any other newspaper, wherein he made any 
of the suggestions he now claims as his own, 
or any important speech of his in which he 
ever outlined a proposed .bill such as 
the one we are now considering? Has 
he ever done anything of the kind ?
No, lie has not. All that he has done, all 
that ho claims to have done, has been to 
bring up- his anti-Chinese resolutions time 
and time again, until the very persistency 
with which he firings. them before, the 
House makes them nauseating to the mem­
bers and destroys what chance he might 
otherwise have of convincing some honorable 
members that he has a complaint. His he 
ever in bringing up any public question,
Mr. Speaker, taken the trouble to go into 
the subject in the way in w hich my honor­
able friend the Provincial Secretary did 
to-day ? No, he has not, and I s*y more, 
sir, that he his never done anything but 
find fault and waste valuable time iu useless 
carping. I would like him to point out a 
single occasion when he has advocated - any 
measure for the benefit of the Province. 
True, he has found fault with what the 
Government has done, both this Govern­
ment and every one before it to which he 
was in opposition for the past ten 
years, and endeavored to hamper them 
by his opposition, but I want hun to prove 
his claim and show mo what bills we have 
brought forward and what measures we 
have adopted that he advocated in times 
past. Did he ever propose a bill to aid the 
old and infirm people of the Province, or 
did he ever suggest anything like that ? 
And yet he says this is one of those meas­
ures that have bceu wrung from a reluctant 
government. Did he ever propose a measure 
for the conciliation of labor * disputes and 
the settlement of those unfortunate difficul­
ties which sometimes arise between capital 
and labor ? Not a bit of it. On the con­
trary, he has used his best endeavors for 
political purposes to intensify those differ­
ences and to widen the breach, and now he 
comes here and tells us that lie ought to 
hav6 the credit for the bill which has been 
introduced to conciliate them. He confines 
himself to finding fault aud does nothing 
else. I have .heard him point out the 
troubles and difficulties of the laboring 
classes, but has he ever done any­
thing, as he now suggests, to find 
a way to bridgo over the chasm 
and surmount those difficulties? Did you 
ever find him introducing a bill like the 
Insane Asylums Act to try and rid the 
Province of a class of unfortunates who 
come here or are sent here and immediately 
become a charge upon the Province ? Did 
you ever hear him propose an amendment 
to the school law on the lines of that now 
proposed by the Government to give the 
trustees a per capita grant, and leave the 
matter of the school management in their 
hands ? No sir. I say that neither he nor 
any one of hie party ever proposed anything 
of the kind, and now when the Government 
brings up measures of this kind, we find the 
hon. gentleman and his friends t ying to 
take to. themselves credit to which they are 
not entitled on any grounds whatever. 
This Government, eir, is not following in 
the wake of the hon. leader of the 
Opposition or any of his narrow­
minded followers. We are origin­
ating a policy, and a progressive, 
business policy in the interest of the Pro­
vince, and I am proud to say that in doing 
so we are having the support of the greater 
part of the members of this House. My 
hon. friend from Nanaimo says that he is 
afraid this bill is a trap to catch votes. I 
There is no desire at present that I know of 
to catch votes. That is not the oUftcL-PU 
the legislation of hon. members on thiX 
aide of the House. I am perfectly aware I 
that my hon. friends opposite are given to 
playing to the galleries on every possible 
occasion, but with us it is different, and 
there is no reason for anything of the kind.
I am not aware that any election of any 
member of this House is pending. Wc arc 
now in the early stages of the third session 
of this House, and I do not see any reason 
for supposing that the general elections are 
to take place soon. Of course, we cannot 
tell what may occur, or what may appear to 
be in the true interests of the country 
in the near future, but so far
as I can see now, I do not know of 
anything pointing to a desire on the part of 
the Government to catch votes. That is 
the policy of the hon. leader of tho Opposi­
tion, who makes it his business, whenever 
he can, to introduce catchpenny resolutions, 
but so far as we are concerned we 
need none of it, so that my hon. friend for 
Nanaimo may be perfectly satisfied that if 
he supports this measure, and the policy of I 
tho Government generally, he ia supporting 
measures that are for the true interests of ' 
tho country. And, Mr. Speaker, so far as 
the amendment suggested by the hon. 
leader of the Opposition is concerned, I will 
say now that we will not consider, in con­
nection with this bill at all, the eight-hour 
question, or any other amendments of the 
same character. I hold that there ought 
not to be an eight-hour clause inserted in 
this bill, and that any such provision, if 
made, would be fatal to the best interests 
end to the prosperity of the country. 
"”|eçe are some considerations, it is true,

where the eight-hour syste 
good thing, and in some case 
hours of working than eight 
advisable, and even necessar 
that in all cases, the tigh 
should be enforced, would 
the spirit of the present t 
to what we believe iu. Ther 
a clause in this bill at all etc 
hours of labor for any empli 
be. It is to settle matters 
that this act is being pass 
particular industry the lui 
that, on account of the cl; 
would be better to have th< 
tern, or,the seven-hour systen 
hour system, then they can 
visions of the present bill, br 
before the Board of Concil 
Board of Arbitration. I 
hon. friend from Nanaimo w 
cause he is a reasonable man 
will see that any such euggt 
the hours of labor should be 
tho way mentioned, would be 
the bill, which leaves matters 
to the Boards of Arbitration 
much more satisfactory rest 
general principles of this bill 
feet accord. I am sorry that 
of the Opposition has seen fit 
it up with the Chinese questi 
tion will come up upon its me 
might say that while the hon. 
in office many years, he nevei 
do not Bay thaUit was his fan 
not succeed iu getting the 
the Dominion to pass such re 
lation as was obtained by th 
which followed. But while I 
in the country, and I will eaj 
gladly see them supplanted 
class of labor, they should ' 
tunity of earning a living, 
this is the time to discuss tha 
ever. The present bill, as 
stated, is to conciliate the 
the employed, and put an e 
ences which sometimes arise 
and I think we have heard 
convince us that it is at leas 
right direction. (Applause.

Mr. Forster said he différé 
Provincial Secretary in some 
arguments in support of th 
he could not but congratula 
introduction, which show 
heart was in the right 
advocated the single tax 
measure which would strike 
the evil.

Hon. Mr. Poole y said 
free country, and a man shot 
to do as he pleased so long a 
law. When the eight-hour 
before the House he would ' 
discuss it on the same 
always been. Replying to whi 
by the hon. member for Nan; 
the arbitration clause should 
pulsory, he would say that 
possible to make it so, and i 
made compulsory it would si 
people of British Columbia I 
days of slavery, for three ar 
then be able to say to so mat 
“ You shall work so long 
pay ,and to the capitals

Eay so much money per day 
[e was sure the good sense 
of the House would enable 

through the House without 
clause which would intir 
whioh was now looking with 
wards British Columbia, anc 
ally towards the great Koo 
There was nothing so timid 
trusted that the bill would 
that would frighten it out. 
part he would work vigorouf 
to assist in producing a bill 
workable as possible.

Mr. Cotton humorously 
one of the first questions w 
referred to the Board of Con 
be the differences between tl 
aud the leader of the 
warmly congratulated 
vincial Secretary oc 
and courage in tackli 
important labor question, ai 
for one was nob disposed to 
way the motive of the Goveij 
ing the measure forward. IF 
nothing more than to esta 
basis the Bureau of Statist! 
of great utility, for such s 
furnish valuable informât 
many who were now laborii 
misapprehension. He did 
the hon. member from Nanai 
tration clause should be mai 
nor did he agree with the hi 
Opposition that tho eigl 
should be inserted in the 
was in favor of eight hours 
work on Government cont 
elusion, he said he would h; 
cure in supporting tho eccc 
the bill.

Mr. Hall expressed su 
lion, leader of the Oppoaiti 
lowed his usual custom of tl 
a measure introduced by tl 
That hon. gentleman (Mr. I 
he could add something to i 
could. He could never sug 
beneficial measure of this 
one was brought forward 
ment then he (Mr. Beaven) i 
“ Ob, yes, I can add so 
After generally criticism] 
speeches of hon. members, 
gratulated the House on * 
itself into a mutual adm 
(Laughter.)

The bill passed its second 
HOME FOR THE DE

Hon. Mr. Davie moved 
| ing of a bill to provide f ir 
and mainteni'Bce of a Hoi 
persons. Ha t'lid that he 
a bill which was worthy 
steps of the one \.vhich ha 
discussion. While Due < 
the bill which had Jue* 1 
House was to provide Wt»ri 
muneration for people wiho 
willing to work, so the pro 

. the purpose of finding a su; 
j a reasonable* amount of c< 

who would work if they cc 
longer able to do so. Thi 
provide a Home for those! 
their residence in this conn 
worn out in their work and



questions in the light in which he 
hem, for, sir, such a thing would not 
the advantage of this or of any other 

esaive community. He says that, the 
at bill ia a sign of the success he has 
i bringing about the changes ho has 
iated. That is a remark similar to one 
ide the other day when ho declared, on 
floor of this Homo, that certain 
uree foreshadowed in the Speech 

the Throne had been “wrung 
a reluctant. Government.” 1 

to say, air, tint whatever may be the 
t one way or the other to which the 
rnment ta entitled for bringing in this 
ure, it has not fallowed in the 
i of the hon. leader of the Opposition or 
of hia small party, in this or in any of 
neaaures for the public good which 
been intr duccd. When, 1 would like 

now, did ever the hon. leader of the 
oaition, or any of hia followers, who 
i him are attempting to take aomo 
it to themselves for wh it we are doing— 
n, I would like to know, did he or did 

do anything hut content themselves
i carping and finding fault ? I would 
tiie hon. gentleman to point to some 
Drtani speech of- hia delivered^ at any 
vwhether in this Home or out of it, 
reported in his own party organs or in 
other newspaper, wherein he made any 

he suggestions he now claims as his own, 
ny important speech of his in which he 
• outlined a proposed bill such as

one we are now considering? Has 
ever done anything of the kind? 
he has not. All that he has done, all 

t he claims to have done, has been to 
ngup-his anti-Chinene resolutions time 
l time again, until the very persistency
ii which he brings, them before, the 
use makes them nauseating to the mem -

and destroys what chance he might' 
lerwise have of convincing some honorable 
mbers t hat he has a complaint. H is he 
•v in bringing up any public question, 

Speaker, taken the trouble to go into 
subject in the way in w hich n.y bonor- 

.* friend the Provincial Secretary did 
day? No, he has not, and I sey more,
, that he has never done anything but 
d fault and waste valuable time in useless 
ping. 1 would like him to point out a 
gle occasion when he has advocated any 
insure for the benefit of the Province, 
ue, he has foiind fault with what the 
ivernment lias done, both this Govern- 
nt and every one before it to which he 

in opposition for the past ten 
ars, and endeavored to hamper them 
his opposition, but I want him to prove 
claim and show mo what bills wo have 

ought forward and what measures we 
ve adopted that he advocated in times 
sfc. Did he ever propose a bill to aid the 
:1 and infirm people of the Proviuce, or 
d he ever suggest unythiug like that ? 
id yet he says this is one of those meas­
es that have been wrung from a reluctant 
vernment. Did he ever propose a measure 
r the conciliation of labor ' disputes and 
e settlement of those unfortunate diflicul- 
s which sometimes arise between capital 

id labor? Not a bit of it. On the con- 
ary, he has used his best endeavors for 
ilitioal purposes to intensify those differ- 
ices and to widen the breach, and now he 
unes here and tells us that he ought to 
ive the credit for the hill which has been 
troduced to conciliate them. He confines 
mself to finding fault and does nothing 

I have ^.heard him point out the 
oubles and difficulties of the laboring 

:s, but has he ever done any- 
ling, as he now suggests, to find 

way to bridge over the chasm 
id surmount thm-e difficulties? Did you 
/er find him introducing a bill like the 
isane Asylums Act to try and rid the 
rovince of a class of unfortunates who 
une here or are sent here and immediately 
ecome a charge upon the Province ? Did 
on ever hear him propose an amendment 

the school law on the lines of that now 
ropostd by the Government to give the 
■ustees a per capita grant, and leave the 
latter of ihe school management in their 
ands? No sir. I say that neither he nor 
ny one of hia party ever proposed anything 

the kind, and now when the Government 
rings up measures of this kind, we find the 
>u. gentleman and Ins friends t ying to 
ke to themselves credit to which they are 

ot entitled on any grounds whatever, 
his Government, sir, is not following in 

wake of the hon. leader of the 
pposition or any of bis narrov-
inded followers. We are origin-
,ing a policy, and a progressive, 
isiness policy in the interest of the Pro- 
mce, and I am proud to say that in doing 

we are having the support of the greater 
art of the members of this House. My 
on. friend from Nanaimo says that he is 
raid this bill is a trap to catch votes, 
here is no desire at present that I know of 
catch votes. That is not the olile£L-0f, 

the legislation of hon. members on thiX. 
lide of the House. I am perfectly awaie 
;hat my hon. friends opposite are given to 
playing to the galleries on every possible 
iccasion, but with us it is different, and 
there is no reason for anything of the kind.
[ am not aware that any election of any 
member of this House is pending. We arc 
low in the early stiges of the third session 
)f this House, and I do not see any reason 
or supposing that the general elections are 
,o take place soon. Of course, we cannot 
;ell what may occur, or what may appear to 

in the true interests of the country 
the near future, but so fur 

I can see now, I do not know of 
anything pointing to a desire on the part of 
;he Government to catch votes. That is 
be policy of the hon. leader of the Opposi- 
ion, who makes it his business, whenever 
îe can, to introduce catchpenny resolutions, 
)ut so far as we ure concerned we 
iced none of it, so that my lion, friend for 
Nanaimo may be perfectly satisfied that if 
le supports this measure, and the policy of j 
lie Government generally, he ia supporting 1 
neaaures that are for the true interests of 
ho country. And, Mr. Speaker, so far as 
he amendment suggested by the hon. 
eader of the Opposition is concerned, I will 
ay now that we will not consider, in con- 
icction with this bill at all, the eight-hour 
ueation, or any other amendments of the 
ame character. I hold that there ought 
ot to be an eight-hour clause inserted in 
hia bill, and that any such provision, if 
lade, would be fatal to the best interests 
nd to the prosperity of the country, 
'heçe are some considerations, it ia true,

where the eight-hour system would be a 
good thing, and in some cases even shorter 
hours of working than eight hours would be 
advisable, and even necessary, but to eay 
that in all cases, the tight-hour system 
should be enforced, would be subversive of 
the spirit of the present bill and contrary 
to what we believe in. There should not be 
a clause in this bill at all stating what the 
hours of labor for any employment should 
be. It is to settle matters of that kind, 
that this act is being passed. If in any 
particular industry the laborers contend 
that, on account of the class of labor, it 
would be better to have the six-hour sys­
tem, or,the seven-hour system, or the eight- 
hour system, then they can under the pro­
visions of the present hill, bring their cause 
before the Board of Conciliation or the 
Board of Arbitration. 1 think that my 
hon. friend from Nanaimo will see this be­
cause he is a reasonable man—I think he 
will see that any such suggestion as that 
the hours of labor should be controlled in 
the way mentioned, would be subversive of 
the bill, which leaves matters of that kind 
to the Boards of Arbitratidn and will give a 
much more satisfactory result. With the 
general principles of this bill I am in per­
fect accord. I am sorry that the hon. leader 
of the Opposition has seen fit to try and mix 
it up with the Chinese question. That ques­
tion will come up upon its merits later on. I 
might say that while the hon. gentleman was 
in office many years, he never succeeded—I 
do not say thateit was hie fault—but he did 
not succeed in getting the Government of 
the Dominion to pass such restrictive legis- i 
lation as was obtained by the Government I 
which followed. But while the Chinese are 
in the country, and I will eay that I would 
gladly see them supplanted by a different 
class of labor, they should have the oppor­
tunity of earning a living. I don’t think 
this ia the time to discuss that matter, how­
ever. The present bill, as has been ably 
stated, is to conciliate the employers and 
the employed, and put an end to the differ­
ences which sometimes arise between them, 
and I think we have heard enough now to 
convince us that it is at least a step in the 
right direction. (Applause.)

Mr. Forster said he differed with the hon. 
Provincial Secretary in some of the economic 
arguments in support of the measure, but 
he could not but congratulate him on its 
introduction, which showed that his 
heart was in the right place. He 
advocated the single tax on land as a 
measure which would strike at the root of 
the evil.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said that this was a 
free country, and a man should be allowed 
to do as he pleased so long as he obeyed the 
law. When the eight-hour question came 
before the House he would be prepared to 
discuss it on the same terms as he had 
always been. Replying to what had been said 
by the hon. member for Nanaimo City, that 
the arbitration clause should be made com­
pulsory, he would say that it would be im­
possible to make it so, and if it should be 
made compulsory it would simply bring the 
people of British Columbia back to the old 
days of slavery, for three arbitrators would 
then be able to eay to so many workingmen,
“ You shall work so long and at so much 
pay;1’ .and to the capitalist, “You shall

Say so much money per day or per year.”
[e was sure the good sense of the members 

of the House would enable the bill to go 
through the House without containing any 
clause which would intimidate capital, 
whioh was now looking with great favor to­
wards British Columbia, and more especi­
ally towards the great Kootenay country. 
There was nothing so timid as capital,and he 
trusted that the bill would contain nothing 
that would frighten it out. For his1 own 
part he would work vigorously in committee 
to assist in producing a bill as complete and 
workable as possible.

Mr. Cotton humorously suggested that 
one of the first questions which should be 
referred to the Board of Conciliation should 
be the differences between the hon. Premier 
and the leader of the Opposition. He 
warmly congratulated the hon. Pro­
vincial Secretary on his ability 
and courage in tackling such an 
important labor question, and said that he 
for one was not disposed to question in any 
way the motive of the Government in bring­
ing the measure forward. If the bill did 
nothing more than to establish on a firm 
basis the Bureau of Statistics, it would be 
of great utility, for such statistics would 
furnish valuable information to a great 
many who were now laboring under some 
misapprehension. He did not agree with 
the hon. member fromNanaimothatthe arbi­
tration clause should be made compulsory, 
nor did he agree with the hon. leader of the 
Opposition that tho eight-hour clause 
should be inserted in the bill, although he 
was in favor of eight hours beiug a day’s 
work on Government, contracts. In con­
clusion, he said he would have much plea­
sure in supporting tho second reading of 
the bill.

Mr. Hall expressed surprise that the 
lion, leader of the Opposition had not fol­
lowed hia usual custom of throwing mud at 
a measure introduced by the Government, 
That hon. gentleman (Mr. Beaven) had said 
he could add something to it. No doubt ho 
could. He could never suggest or frame a 
beneficial measure of this kind; but when 
one was brought forward by the Govern­
ment then he (Mr. Beaven) was ready to say, 
“Ob, yes, I can add something to it.” 
After generally criticising some of the 
speeches of hon. members, Mr. Hall con­
gratulated the House on having resolved 
itself into a mutual admiration society.
( Laughter. )

The bill passed its second reading.
HOME FOR THE DESTITUTE.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read-
| ing of a bilf to provide f >r the establishment 
and mainten;'»'*! of a Home for destitule 
persons. Ho L'»id that ho thought this was 
a bill which was worthy to follow in the 
steps of the one vv!bich had just been under 
discussion. While oue of the objects of 
the bill which had" just been before the 
House was to provide vTurk and suitable re 
muneration for people wiSo were able and 
willing to work, so the present bill was lor 
the purpose of finding a suftaMe home with 

| a reasonable amount of comfort for those 
who would work if they oouM, .but were no 
longer able to do so. The object was to 
provide a Home for those who had made 
their residence in this country uad had been 
worn out in their work and in the service of

the country, and he wished it understood" 
that a bill of the kind did not in any way 
infer that the country was not prosperous, 
for there were old and infirm in 
the most prosperous as well as in the poorer 
countries. The present prosperous state of 
the Province of British Columbia was large­
ly due to the energy of these pioneers of the 
Province, many of whom did not have that 
good luck and success which hid been the 
reward of others. Many of them had been 
here in the old gold days, and it was the 
gold-fields of the Province that had brought 
the country into prominence in the first 
place. These gold-fields would never have 
been discovered, if it had not been for the 
labor of these men, many of whom were now 
penniless, and while they had not gained 
for themselves that pecudiury reward which 
they deserved, the country had profited by 
their labors, and it was due them that in 
their declining years a Home of some degree 
of comfort should be theirs. He was quite 
prepared to admit that much in this direc­
tion had already been done by the munici­
palities. Ha thought that a Home con­
ducted by the Province could be 
better managed than any Home under- 
the direction of a municipality. For in­
stance, take the case of the Home in Vic­
toria that had done so much good,for which 
he gave it every credit ; but it was cramped 
up on one or not more than two lots, and 
the inmates, many of whom would be wil­
ling to do some work if they could, had 
not the scope, and were compelled to live in 
enforced idleness. He did not think this 
was a desirable condition, and thought it 
could be very much bettered, and the Home 
to be established by the Government under 
the present bill could be made self-support­
ing, or nearly so, by the. work of the in­
mates. The plan which he thought would 
he adopted would bo to have the Home on 
some considerable tract of land, which 
would give those that were disposed to 
work a chance of doing so. In this way, for 
instance, all the vegetables for the institu- 
tion could be grown, and in other ways too, 
useful work might be done, so that the 
home would be to some extent made 
self-supporting. Besides this an oppor­
tunity would be afforded to the benevolently 
inclined to contribute towards the mainten­
ance of the pkce. This bill, it would be 
noticed, did not make it compulsory for 
municipalities to contribute towards the 
support of the institution, us they need not 
avail themselves of its benefits if they did 
not feel so disposed. Municipalities could, 
if they wished, instead of establishing a 
home of their own, have their old and in 
firm people taken care of by the Province 
by paying a certain variable sum to be made 
up as au average of the cost of maintenance, 
so that the municipalities would save money 
by using tho Provincial Home. On the 
whole he-thought it would be seen that the 
bill was one of sufficiently liberal provisions 
and which gave sufficient safeguards to all. 
(Applause. )

Hon. Mr. Beaven opposed the measure, 
which he suggested was a continuation of the 
policy of the hon. Premier, which he de­
clared was one of interference with the rights 
of the municipalities. It was a species of 
revenge on the part of the hon. Premier 
against the city of Victoria for not having 
elected him again.

Hon. Mr. Datie—I didn’t ask them. 
(Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Beaven continued, that the 
hon. Premier could not have been elected if 
he had run in Victoria. He said the city 
of Victoria would retain its present Home 
for the aged and infirm even if the present 
bill did pass. He charged that the Govern­
ment, with all its anxiety for the aged and 
infirm, had, on a previous occasion, disposed 
of the first and only Home the Province had 
ever had.

Hon. Mr. Turner replied that when the 
old Home, mentioned by the hon. leader of 
the Opposition, was disposed of, an arrange­
ment was made by the Government that all 
the inmates should be taken care 

I of for life by the Provincial 
Royal Jubilee Hospital. The present bill 
was not to interfere with the municipalities 
in any way, but a Home was necessary, as 
was shown recently by an incident which 
he related. An old infirm man came to the 
Government for assistance. It was a most 
deserving case, and the Government, inas­
much as it contributed -25 per cent, to the 
cost of tho Victoria city Home, thought 
that, he should be admitted there. But 
when they came to try this it was found 
that tho Corporation had passed a by-law 
without the knowledge of the Government, 
which by-law prevented anyone being ad­
mitted to the Home who had not lived a 
certain length of time in Victoria. This 
was just one case, and there were others.

Mr. Grant said that no matter what part 
of the House such a measure as the one 
under discussion came from.it should receive 
the hearty support of every member. He 
differed with some of the details of the bill, 
which could be amended in committee, but 
the principle was right and was one which 
he had always advocated.

Hon. Mr. Davie explained that, the 
other ymditions being complied with, the 
bill would admit foreigners and females.

Mr. Kitchen was also in accord with the 
principle of tho bill, but thought the Home 
should be Provincial in its support as well 
as Provincial in its character. He did not 
think the municipalities should have to 
bear any of the expense. Tho bill, ho 
thought, was a one-sided one.

Mr. Booth supported the bill because he 
thought it was in the interests of the coun­
try and of the public, but he was afraid 
there would be some difficulty in carry­
ing out the scheme unless the in­
stitution was made self-supporting. He 
thought tho Government should pay the

I bills in the first place and see thit they 
made it up again. He believed that the 
experience would be that the least deserv­
ing men would be the most persistent in

(getting in.
The bill was read a second time, to be 

committed to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

notice of motion.
By Mr Kellie : That the report of the 

, committee to inquire into the claims of 
I certain applicants for lands at Slocan Lake 
be adopted.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

SEVENTH DAY.
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. P. Mc. F. Macleod.

PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented as follows :
By Mr. Martin : From D. Oppen 

heimer, J. B. Pike and W. D. Bardia, for 
power to construct a ship canal between 
Burrard Inlet and Pitt River.

By Mr. Croft : From C. T. Dupont, H.
S. Mason and others, for power to construct 
the Kootenay Central Railway from Nelson 
to Carpenter Creek, in West Kootenay.

By Mr. Croft : From C. T. Dupont and 
F. B. Pemberton, for power to construct a 
railway from Sheep Creek to the Trail 
Creek mines, West Kootenay.

By Mr. Martin ; From C. G. Major, J. 
Wulffsohn and A. W. Jones, for power to 
incorporate the Nakusp and Slocan Rail­
way Co.

By Mr. Cotton, from J. M. Browning, 
land commissioner C.P.R.

By Hon. Col Baker, from J. J. Camp- j 
bell and other residents of Golden, that the 
control of water powers be not granted 
within a radius of 25 miles of Golden ; also 
that no charter for a railway from Golden 
to the international boundary be granted, 
with guarantees being given for completion.

By Mr. Croft, from the Nelson Electric 
Light Co., for extension of time.

reports.
Mr. Martin, from the Private Billa com­

mittee, reported that the rules had . been 
complied with in the case of the petition of 
the B. C. Southern Railway Co. for a pri­
vate bill.

The first annual report of the Librarian 
was received and adopted.

SUPPLY.
Hon. Mr. Turner moved, seconded by 

Hon. Mr. Vernon, that supply be granted 
to Her Majesty, and that the House go into 
committee of the whole on Friday next to 
consider the same. Carried.

COAL MINES ACT AMENDMENT.
Mr. Keith introduced a bill to amend 

the Coal Mines Act; bill read a first time, 
second reading Wednesday next.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES BILL.
Hon. Mr. Beaven moved, seconded by Mr. 

Keith, as an instruction to tbacommittee of 
the whole on a bill to provide for the establish­
ment of a Bureau of Labor Statistics, and 
also of Councils of Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion, and for the settlement of industrial 
disputes, an amendment empowering the 
committee to provide in the bill that eight 
hours shall constitute a day’s labor in oar-1 
rying on Provincial and Municipal public | 
works, and that a clause be inserted in all i 
contracts for such to the effect that the 
hours making up a day’s work of the work­
men and laborers to be employed under it, 
shall not be more than eight, under a 
penalty for the violation of such provision.

Hon. Mr. Beaven supported his motion 
in an extended speech. If men were com­
pelled, he said, to work long hours, it was 
a matter of „ impossibility for them to get 
the necessary amount of recreation, the 
result being that they deteriorated. An­
other fact was that if eight hours were to 
be a day’s labor, there woul4 be more men 
èmplôÿèu, thus furnishing the solution of 
many of the labor difficulties. •

Hon. Col. Baker said that he had td 
confess that he thought the hon. leader of 
the Opposition had chosen a very unfortu­
nate moment' to bring forward this eight- 
hour question, and more especially to en­
deavor to introduce such a clause as the one 
proposed into a bill which, in fact, had no- ’ 
thing to do with the question whatever, j 
The bill which the hon. leader of the Oppo­
sition was so desirous of amending was t) 
deal with conciliation and arbitration, and 
to establish a Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
and was not for the purpose of laying down 
any huMÊjelerence to hours or wages, or 
anythXBjlfc Such a clause as was pro- 
possdaHPreroduced in tbe bill, would only 
complicate it and produce nothing but con­
fusion. Whatever might be tbe merits of 
the eight-hour question, and it had some 
merits, this was not the time to discuss it. 
The question had been discussed all over the 
world, and there was a great divergence of 

1 views on it, not only among legislators but 
also among workingmen themselves. He 
was not prepared to discuss the question 
until the workingmen themselves could 
make up their minds what they wanted, 

j for if in the meantime legislation 
! of the kind were introduced, the result 
would be that workingmen would be work­
ing against each other, and the people 
would receive no benefit. Even were the 
principle proposed by the hon. leader of the 
Opposition to be brought up at another 
time, it would require great consideration 
—much giyater consideration in fact than 
the hon. gentleman had given it. But to 
introduce the clause into this bill would be 
to turn a useful measure into ridicule and 
deprive it of its advantages. He would 
certainly vote against the motion.

Mr Keith seconded the motion and 
argued that it would have a great edu­
cational effect.

Mr. Cotton said he would oppose the 
motion for three reasons: first that it would 
arbitrarily fix the hours of labor, which 
would be contrary to the very spirit and 
intention of the bill. Secondly, because it 
was opposed to the principle of muni­
cipal rights; and he was surprised at 
the inconsistency of the hon. leader of 
the Opposition in attempting to do what he 
had so long opposed, viz., directly interfere 
with the prerogative and authority of the 
municipal councils. Thirdly, he opposed 
the motion because its working out would 
be unsatisfactory and impracticable, and 
would only result in confusion and disaster. 
He would be in favor of a law making the 
hours of work on Government contracts 
conform with the local custom, which might 
be eight or nine hours or more, as the case 
might be.

Mr. Booth also opposed the motion, 
whioh he characterized as one which at 
tacked the best interests and rights of the 
workingmen, and would have the result of 
interfering with the material prosperity of 
the country. ,.

Mr. Brown said he could not support (

the motion ot the hon. leader ot the Oppo­
sition, whioh would tend to make a bad 
system worse. For his own part he believed 
in eight hours as a day’s work, but had 
generally found, as his own experience, 
that he had to work eight hours 
before dinner and eight hours afterwards. 
The result of such a principle carried into 
effect would be to lower wages, and true 
friends of labor, who had gone carefully into 
the question, had decided against it.

Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to reply, and had 
been speaking for some minutes when

Hun. Mr. Turner rose to a point of

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he knew he was 
,out of order all the time. (Laughter.)

The moticn was lost on the following 
division, viz. :

Ayes—-Messrs. Beaven, Milne, Grant, 
McKenzie and Keith—5.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, Davie, Vernon, 
Pooley, Turner, Eberts, Stoddart, Booth, 
Hall, Nason, Martin. Croft. Hunter, Rogers,

Anderson, Fletcher, Watt, Kellie, Cotton, 
Punch, Kitchen, Brown, Sword, Smith and 
Forster—25.

HOME FOR DESTITUTE PERSONS.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the bill to provide for the estab­
lishment of a Provincial Home for destitute 
persons ; Mr. Kitchen in the chair.

The words “ British subject ” were struck 
out of clause 7, to permit of aliens, other 
than Chinese and Indians, who had fulfilled 
the other conditions, to be admitted to the

After some other amendments to the .rules 
of admission,

Hon. Mr. Davie announced that he 
would move an amendment at a later stage, 
that the municipalities which have a Home 
of t^eir own may elect whether they will 
keep their own poor there or not.

The committee rose, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ DAY.
Hon. Mr. Davie drew attention to the 

fact that, udder the new rules, Thursday 
was private members’ day.

The House adjournèd at 5:45 p.m. 
legislative notes.

There is a larger attendance in the gal­
leries this session, so far, than usual.

The vote on the eight-hour question was 
25 to 5. Messrs. Horne and Semlin were 
not in their seats.

The Librarian’s report recommends that 
some of the old records of ’59-,60-,61-,62, 
etc., which are of historical value, should 
be preserved.

Night sessions are to begin next week. 
This shows a disposition to get through 
business as speedily as possible, consistently 
with careful work.

A bill is to be brought in by Mr. Keith to 
amend the Garnishee Act in such way as to 
prevent workingmen’s wages up to a certain 
amount from being attached.

Petitions came in yesterday like a flood. 
There will be more to-day, this being the 
last day for receiving them. If the time is 
to be extended, a recommendation to this 
effect must come from the Private Billa 
committee, and it is said to be doubtful if 
the members will consent to it.

Hon. Mr. Beaven will move on the con­
sideration of the report of committee of 
the whole on the bill to provide for the 
establishment of a Provincial Hojme for 
destitute persons, that the salary of the 
superintendent shall be only such as shall 
be voted by the Legislative Assembly.



PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

EIGHTH DAY.
Thursday, F.b. 9, 1S93. 

The Speaker took the ch;-iv at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. P. McF. Macleod.

PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented as follows :
By Mr. Cotton : From the Corporation 

of the City of Vancouver, to amend their
charter.

By Mr. Punch : From A. Ewen, D. J. 
Munn and otbers, to incorporate a railway
company.

By Mr. Horne: From C. D. Rand, A. 
W. Vowell and others, to construct a canal 
from Burrard inlet to Pitt river.

By Mb. Stoddart : From A. Holman 
and others^to incorporate the Osoyoos andand others, to incorporate tne vsoyoos anu 
Okanagan Railway Co.

By Mr. Croft : From J. S. Robertson
and others, to incorporate a railway com­
pany to build in West Kootenay.

By Mr. Croft: From G. Castleton and 
others, to incorporate a telephone and cable 
company.

By Mr. Horne: From A. T. Ceperley 
and others, to operate a smelter and reduc­
tion works in Vancouver.

By Mr. Horne : From the trustees and 
officers of the B. C. Methodist Conference,
to incorporate the B. C. College.

Bv Mr. Horne : From the Vancouver 1.By
M. C. A. for incorporation.

By Mr. Kellie.: From P. C. Dunlevy, 
Robert Irving and others, to incorporate 
the Lardean £ Kootenay Railway Co.

By Hon. Mr. Beaten: ^rom Masonic 
lodges for incorporation.

The following petitions re read and re­
ferred to the Private Bill* mimittee :

From C. G. Major, J. Wulffsohn and A. 
W. Jones, to incorporate the Nakusp and 
Slocan Railway Company •

i C. T. Dupont and F. B. Pembertfon, 
V rporate a railway company, Trail 
C. and Sheep Creek ;

brum C. T. Dupont, H. S. Mason and 
others, to incorporate the Kootenay Central 
Railway Company ;

From J. Campbell and others, residents 
of Golden and vicinity, opposing private 
bill rt Water Works and Railway at 
Golden ;

From the Nelson Electric Light Com­
pany, Limited, to amend their corporate 
act.J

reports of committees.
Mr. Martin, from the Committee on 

Standing Orders and Private Bills, reported 
that the rules had been complied with in 
the case of the petition for a bill amending 
the Victoria Official Map Act ; also advis­
ing that the time for receiving petitions for 
private bills be extended ten days.

On motion the rules were suspended for 
the consideration of the report.

Mr. Martin moved the adoption of
^Ir. Sword moved in amendment 

the fees for all petitions presented after 
ten days had expired should be doubled.

The amendment was ruled out of oi er 
and the original motion was carried. 

carpenter creek claims.
Mr. Kellie moved, seconded by Mr. 

Cotton, “ that the report (re stenographer) 
of the committee to inquire into the claims 
of certain applicants for land at Slocan 
lakfrTie adopted.”

Hon. Mr. Davie said that the matter of 
the employment of a stenographer was an 
important one, inasmuch as if there was 
very much evidence to be taken the expense 
of reporting it would run into a very large 
amount.

Mr. Speaker saicl that the 'custom of the 
House had been to have requests of this 
kind made from the committee to the 
House, but the stenographer could not be 
employed without the vote of the House.

Mr. Kellie said that the committee asked 
for a stenographer-on the ground that there 
were conflicting interests, and the work 
would be very much facilitated by 
having the evidence officially reported.

Hon. Mr. Vernon assured the House 
that the present inquiry would be a short 
one, and the expense of a stenographer 
would not theref&e be very heavy.

Hon. Mr. Day it said that under these cir­
cumstances he Would withdraw his opposi­
tion, but he wished it understood that it 
must not be taken for granted that every 
committee should have a stenographer.

The motion to adopt the report carried.
SETTLED ESTATES ACT.

Mr. Eberts moved the second reading of 
a bill to amend the Settled Estates Act. He 
explained that this would enable trustees of 
estates to mortgage the property under 
their charge for rebuilding, repairing, etc.

The bill was read a second time, to be 
committed next Thursday.

provincial voters act.
Mr. Brown moved the second reading of 

a bill to amend the Provincial Voters Act 
in such a way to extend the franchise to 
women. He said that at present, under the 
law regarding voting, women were classed 
in the same category as Indians, Chinese, 
lunatics and felons.

Hon. Mr Beaven—No, no.
Mr. Brown continued that the women’s 

franchise movement had of late years ex­
tended very much, and, in view of the gen­
eral qualification for voters in the Province, 
it behoved those who opposed the bill to 
show that women were inferior to men. 
From the public school reports he saw that 
there were five medalists last year, of 
whom fom were girls. The general reports 
showed that the girls were the more pro­
ficient students. These and other returns 
showed that women were fully as compe­
tent, if not more competent than men, to 
exercise the rights of the ballot.

Mr. Martin said he had In former years 
taken a stand against the principle of the 
bill, and he proposed to do so again. He 
did not say that women were not as com-

Etent as men to exercise the right of the 
Hot, but if they accepted the privilege of 

voting they must accept the responsibilities 
m well. And he did not think it was 
woman’s place to appear jn public life, 
notwithstanding the fact that elections in 
this Province were conducted most decor 
ouely.

Mr. Semlin and Mr. Keith spoke in 
support of the bill, the latter suggesting 
*t'nr If ladies were elected to the Legisla­

ture and one were placed beside the hon. | 
Attorney-General and one beside the hon. I 
leader of the Opposition their presence 
would have a restraining influence. (Laugh­
ter.)

Mr. Forster also spoke in favor of the bill.
Mr Hall opposed it. He said that one 

of the best arguments against it was that 
the great majority of women themselves 
did not want the franchise which was tried 
to be imposed upon them by a number of 
gentlemen who wished to cultivate popular­
ity with the fair sex. (Laughter.)

Dr. Milne thought the subject was being 
treated too jocularly—not with the earnest­
ness it deserved. He thought the House 
should be willing to accept the bill with an 
amendment to prevent the ladies being elect­
ed to the Legislature.

Hon. Mr Davie said he had had the honor 
of casting a vote on this subject on several oc­
casions in the past and he was prepared to 
do so again to-day. The reasons of the hon. 

member tor Yale (Mr. Martin) were suffi­
cient to show that the measure was not a 
wise one. The House was asked here to sup­
port a change and a very radical 
vhahge, and while he was not one of 
those who on principle oppose every change, 
at the same time he took the position which 
he thought was one that every prudent man 
would take, to advocate no change until he 
was satisfied that that change would have a 
good effect. (Hear, hear.) So that the first 
thing which presented itself for consider- 
tion was this—was there any advantage t> 
be gained by the enfranchisement of 
women, and if so what advantage 

it! He cou'd only see one
possible advantage which the bill would 
have, and that would be to duplicate the 
□'umber of votes cast at Provincial elections. 
This, he said, might be one effect of the pas­
sage of snch a bill ; bnt judging from ex­
perience with the right of franchise given to 
females in municipal and school trustee 
elections, in which cases they had not 
availed themselves of it to any very consid­
erable extent, it would hardly have 
even that effect. The ladies themselves 
would think that one of the last places they 
would wish to frequent would be the election 
booth. They would much rather be at home 
with their children, enjoying the quiet of 
their own firesides. But assuming for the 
sake of argument that the measure, if 
brought into effect, would have the advan­
tage of duplicating the vote, would that ad 
vantage compensate for the disadvantages 
that would result ? How about the little 
children ? He would like to know what was 
going to happen if their mothers were en­
couraged to leave them and go away to the 
polling booth. He heard some hon. mem­
bers say they would have their nurses 
and their servants, and so forth. 
That would be all well enough in 
its way if all were well enough off, but all 
were not so circumstanced. That being the 
case, if the mothers were to be running 
about attending election meetings and go­
ing to polling booths, what would happen 
to the poor little children ? The hon. mem­
ber for Victoria City (Dr. Milne) said the 
ladies should be allowed the privilege of 
voting, but should be kept out of the 
House. He entirely disagreed with him, 
for if they were to have the privilege of 
voting they should also have the other 
right. If it was desirable that the ladies 
should have the right to vote, then it was 
equally desirable that they should be 
elected members of the House and take 
their seats upon the floor. If th«y were to 
vote they must vote Intelligently. There 
was no use in allowing them to vote at all 
unless they were to be given the means of 
informing themselves, for they ought to be 
able to form an intelligent opinion. If it 
were otherwise, why the working out of 
the measure would be subversive of its I 
principle and its power. The woman who 
voted ought to know why she was voting, 
so she would read the newspapers, and be­
sides reading the two papers she would 
have to go to public meetings—not to one 
public meeting, but to all of them, and then 
what was to become of all the poor little 
children ! Notwithstanding what had been 
■aid by his hon. friend (Mr. Brown) he still 
differed with him in the opinion that the 
ladies had a desire for this measure. They 
had no desire whatever to have their homes 
interfered with. He knew that amongst 
the ladies of his acquaintance he had not 
found any strong desire for voting. His ex­
perience had been that they had very little 
to say upon the subject, and when they did 
■peak it was generally to express an opinion 
adverse to it. He was unable to see that 
there was any advantage to be gained from 
the measure to equalize the disadvantages. 
It would be found that the vote on this ques­
tion wouldjfairly reflect the opinion formed 
in the Houe», and that that sentiment would 
be largely against the measure.

Dr. Milne explained that he would pre­
fer to see ladies in the House, but had sug­
gested the change in the bill to meet oppo-

Hon. Mr. Beaven expressed the opinion 
that in Provincial matters the women did 
not desire a vote. He suggested a plebiscite 
to find out what they did want, and moved 
in amendment that the question should be 
submitted to the women themselves for a 
decision.

Mr. Speaker ruled the amendment out 
of order, inasmuch as it had to do with the 
revenue. Moreover there was no provision 
in the constitution for a plebiscite, as had 
been decided on the opinion of some eminent 
Dominion authorities.

Hon. Mr. Beaven did not agree with 
Mr. Speaker on the point of order, but did 
not appeal.

Mr. Grant opposed the bill on the same 
grounds as the hon. leader of the Opposition 
had done.

The second reading of the bill was lost on 
the following division :

-Ayes—Messrs. Brown, Nason, Milne, 
Semlin, McKenzie, Kellie, Keith, Watt, 
Forster and Sword—10.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, Davie, Vernon, 
Eberts, Stoddart, Hall, Pooley, Turner, 
Martin, Croft, Hunter, Rogers, Anderson, 
Fletcher, Beaven, Horne, Grant, Punch, 
Cotton and Kitchen—20.

architects incorporation bill.
Mr. Hunter moved the second reading 

of the Architects bill, which he explained 
was one which would raise the standard of 
architecture in the Province, snd would 
give ample protection to the public, who 
were now practically at the mercy of any 
men who wished to cell themselves archi

Mr. Semlin opposed the measure on 
principle, inasmuch as it would make an­
other close rporation.

Hon. Mi Pooley supported the bill, 
which he argued was oue which would be 
of very great ..se indeed to the public, aud 
would benefit them considerably by pro- 
tecting them against men who were not 
qualified.

Messrs. Hall, Smith, Croft and Keith 
spoke in opposition.

Hon. Mr. Beaven objected to the bill­
being read a second time because it would 
form a close corporation for architects with­
out being of any benefit to the public.

Hon. Mr. DAVitfsaid that on questions 
of a similar nature as this he had always 
been in opposition to the hon, leader of the 
Opposition, who seemed to have entirely 
lost sight of the fact that it was not a mat­
ter of protecting the members of the profes­
sion at all, but of protecting the public 
There should be a standard un which the 
public could depend so that people could 
have some guarantee that men were quali­
fied in their professions. Otherwise incom­
petent and unskilled men would be able to 
impose on the public. This bill and other 
bills of the kind were for the purpose of 
creating a standard, the same as was done 
in other provinces and in other countries. 
There were some matters in which this bill 
went too far and Vould require amendment 
in committee if the bill passed its second 
reading. He alluded to the clause requir­
ing architects to be British subjects and to 
have practised five years, besides one year 
in this Province. He considered that 
whether an architect came from Great 
Britain, France, the U. S. or anywhere else 
he should be on the same footing as those 
from other countries.

The second reading was lost.
HOMESTEAD ACT AMENDMENT.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­
ing of a bill to amend the Homestead Act, 
which he explained as being a measure to 
prevent fraud.

The bill was read a second time ; to be 
committed to-morrow.

provincial legislature.

Third Session of tha Sixth Parliament.

NINTH DAY.

AOI9TERS BILL.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­

ing of the Agisters bill.ig of the Agisters bill. y ^
Bill read a second time ; to be committed ' 

to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 5:35 p.m,

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Hall: Asking to have pointed 

out to the Dominion Government the very ur­
gent necessity existing, for providing an effi­
cient mail service on Northern Coast route, 
by steamers of good speed and accommoda 
tion. The present requirements are : Vic 
toria to Port Simpson, Naas and way ports 
every week, and Victoria to Queefi Char­
lotte Island points every four weeks.

By Mr. Brown : To ask for copies of 
correspondence not printed with tne ses­
sional papers of 1892, between the Govern­
ment of this Province and the Government 
of the Dominion, relative to the census of 
1891.

By Mr. Sword : To amend the Rules 
and Orders by adding to section 58 the 
words : “ Private bills brought in on peti­
tion presented after the first two weeks of 
the session shall be subject to double the 
regular fees.”

By Dfc, Watt : To introduce a bill to 
amend the Medical Act.

By Mr. Hall : To introduce a bill to 
amend the Game Protection Act, 1892.

By Mr Keith : To introduce a bill to 
abolish the attachment of wages.

By Mr. Stoddart : That a select com­
mittee be appointed to inquire into the 
question of tne protection of winter cattle 
ranges and the desirability of defining cer­
tain boundaries ip which sheep may be de­
pastured. Such fcommittee to consist of 
Messrs. Martin, Semlin, Rogers, Watt, 
Smith and the mover.

By Mr. Martin : That ths^imsjor pre­
senting private bills and Teceiving"r8p<n;ts 
from tne Private Bills committee be extern 

I ed ten days.
NOTICE OF QUESTION.

By Mr. Skmun : To ask the Attorney- 
General : “ Will the Government object to 
the institution by petition of aright of an 
action in the Supreme Court of British Co­
lumbia by J. P. McLeod against the Crown 
for damages sustained by tne cancellation of 
his certificate in December. 1891 ! Wilt 
the Government advise Hie Honor the Lieu­
tenant-Governor to grant his fiat ‘That 
right might be done ’ to such petition of 
right.’

I LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
Mr. Horne has recovered from hia indis­

position and was in hie seat again yesterday.
There will likely be an interesting debate 

to-day. Government business will be gone 
on with.

The Mining committee will meet this 
morning. Some changes in the act are con­
templated.

A deputation from the Victoria Board of 
School Trustees had an interview yesterday 
with the Minister of Education.

The Speaker has ruled that bills like the 
| Architects bill, introduced yesterday by 
Mr. Hunter, shall hereafter be considered 
to be private bills.

j The time for presenting petitions for pri 
vate bills having been extended ten days, it 
follows that the time for receiving the last 
report of the committee will also be ex­
tended.

The petition from H. T. Ceperley and 
others of Vancouver, re the establishment 
of a smelter in the Terminal City, has been 
ruled out of order as it asks the Government 
to guarantee five per cent, interest on a 
million dollars worth of bonds.

Friday, Feb. 10, 1»93. 
Thu Speaker took the chair at 2 u’cluua. 
Pruvers by Rev. P. McF. Maolecd.

1‘ETiTlONS.
Petitions were presented as fobews•
By Mu. Brown : From Bishop Sim we ot 
e Die
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the Diocese of New Westminster, for incor 
poration.

By Mr. Brown : From the R. C. Bishop 
of New Westminster, for incorporation.

By Mr. Cotton : From Sir Donald A. 
Smith and R. B. Angus, to secure certain 
deeds and transfers.

By Mr. Horne : From D. Oppenheimer,
H. J. Gambie and others, to incorporate 
Whetham college.

The following petitions were read and re­
ferred to the Private Bills committee :

From the Corporation of the City of1 Van­
couver, to amend their Corporate Act ;.

From John Hendry, D. J. Muqn and 
Alexander Ewen, re railway along Koote­
nay river to Kootenay lake ;

From C. D. Rand, A. W. Vowell and F.
8. Barnard, re ship canal, PitÇ river to Hur­
raed inlet ;

From Andrew Holman, E. E. Wootton 
and P. C. Dunlevy, to incorporate the Oso­
yoos and Okanagan Railway Company ;

From J. R. Robertson, J. B. McKilligan 
and H. G. Ashby, to incorporate the Bed- 
lington and West Kootv.ay Railway Com­
pany ;

From the Right Hon. Baron Castletown 
and others, re gulf cable and telephone

From Joseph Hall, J. F. Betts and others, 
to incorporate the British Columbia College.

From J. Rogers, J. T. G. Campbell and 
others, to incorporate the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Vancouver, B. C.

From P. C. Dunlevy, W. H. Ellis and 
others, to incorporate the Lirdeau and 
Kootenay Railway company.

From Victoria Columbia Lodge, No. 1 ; 
Vancouver Quadra Lodge, No. 2, and Col­
umbia Royal Aich Chapter, No. 120, A. F. 
and A. M., to incorporate the Masonic 
Temple Association of Victoria, B. C.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin, from the committee on 

private bills and standing orders, reported 
that the rules had been complied with in the 
case of the following petitions: To incorpor­
ate the Nakusp & Slocan Railway Co.; to 
incorporate the Kootenay Central Railway 
Co. ; to incorporate the Red Mountain Rail­
way Co.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES HILL.
Mb. Hunter inquired when Work on the 

Industrial Disputes Bill would be con­
tinued.

Hon. Col. Baker replied, on Monday. 
ARBITRATION BILL.

The House went into committee of the 
whole on the Arbitration Bill, Mr. Smith in 
the chair.

The committee rose, reported progress 
and asked leave to ait again.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
Hotf, Mr- Turner moved the second 

reading of iuv Uubiio Health Act. He 
drew attention to the that this was a 
very important measure, and re­
viewed some of its chief provisions. In C.1?* 
first place it provided for the establishment 
of a Provincial Board of Health to 
consist oi five members, four of whom 
should be medical men. Ihe duties of this 
Board would be extensive. Amongst other 
things they would have to arrange for the 
appointment of local boards of health, 
which would have the carrying out of the 
regulations made by the central organiza­
tion. The Provincial Board of Health 
would also arrange for the collection of 
statistics and general information relating 
topiealth and sanitary matters with a view 
of using this material in such a way as to 
enable local boards of health to deal with 
disease and epidemics, should such unfortu-1 
nately occur, and in the meantime to guard 

" * i. Tb........................... .... ,L

5

against them. The local boards of health i 
were given extensive powers to arrange, in j 
their own jurisdictions, to prevent the in­
troduction and spread of disease, to regu- j 
late drainage, cleanliness, etc. ftleo—an j
important matter—to regulate unwholesome 
trades, these being often very detrimental 
to the public health. He also drew atfei. 
tion to the fact that this bill was, to • B 
great extent, compiled from acts on the, 
statute books of other provinces of the ! 
Dominion and of other countries. The 
Ontario Public Health Act, for instance, 
had been the result of a rather severe ex­
perience during the smallpox epidemic of 
1885, and the effect of the Ontario legisla­
tion had been very beneficial and very suc­
cessful. There had been to some extent a 
feeling of antagonism between certain dis­
tricts and municipalities because the 
methods of each were different, but the 
present bill would remove this by making 
one uniform system to cover the whole 
irovince. This would prevent different 
listricte having different systems or methods 

to combat disease, and there was 
also a provision in the bill to 
enable municipalities to combine for health 
purposes, so that the expense to each would 
be in this way reduced. Legislation of a 
similar character to the bill now before the 
House was becoming universal, and the 
trend of it all was to centralize the system 
so as to more adequately protect the public 
health. It had been found by experience 
that it was beat to have the districts and 
municipalities all working together for the 
one purpose and in the same way, so that 
when disease appeared they were all pre­
pared to cope with it intelligently and 
effectively. He was sure the bill would 
be received with favor by the House.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said that he was satis 
Cod the intentions of the hon. Finance 
Minister were good, but should the present 
bill become law, instead of it having a 
beneficial effect, it would create hostility 
and friction between the Province and the 
municipalities. The Government had quite 
enough to do to look after its own affairs 
without interfering with the municipalities. 
If the Government was going to interfere 
with the cities and appoint a lot of incoinIVIl UIU v.v.vu U^wviuv « IIIU v* âu vu HI
.jtent men as had been done, they should 
lave to pay the bills. To say that an irre-

With power to interfere with u| 
oipajities, was entirely contrary 
®P*rit of constitutional governm 
iad some experience of the kind 1 

mer, when the hon. Attorney 
attempted to resurrect an
aw, and on the strength 
volved a conglomeration 

tradictory and unintelligible 
^Rulatione which no one could nnl 
roasibly this might pass in Britial 
bia, but it would not be tolerated 
else in the British Empire, 
this was a matter of the past, an 
authority for these regulations did 
and never existed.it did not make 
ference. He had not expected t 
•n this measure would have bee 
o-day, or he would have shown 
kW under which the hon. Attorne- 
lad presumed to act was out of dat] 
tong been repealed. The hon. Prd £one further, too, and had passed a|
there ehould.be no appeal to thecof 
endeavoring to set aside the power) 
courts, a proceeding which would ' 
allowed anywhere except :- 
lJ rhopa not. even there.

uaa propoaed by the prel 
to perpetuate this kind of thing.

, not have opposed the appointnj 
Provincial Board of Health under1 
circumstances, but when such i 
propositions as were made in this I 
put before him, he could not do J 
and would certainly oppose the sej

Hon. Mr Davie replied to 
leader of the Opposition in a forcilf 
in which he reviewed the event) smallpox outbreak of last sumf 
showed the cause of the «.ctioil oi 
ernment in issuing the rules and rf 
re public health, and the benefi 
they had produced. The Cover 
said, had taken hold at a time 
panic, and had done no more thi 
bounden duty. It had not 
interfere, and worfld not hav.

.no^ been forced ir 
by the inactivity of the ci 
It was all well enough now fo 
leader of the Opposition to say t 
under which the rules were issu 
solete and had been repealed, 
those ruler were before the Supr 
they were upheld and enforced 
tion, and this would not bave L 
they had not been legal. He ag 
out the faot that similar legisla 
force in other countries, and th 
was simply following the precei 
universally laid down.

Dr. Miln b said that there wa 
cal man in the world who had a 
ough belief in the efficacy of c 
laws than he had. Prefacing h 
with this statement, he reviewe 
tory of the smallpox outbreak ii 
Victoria last summer, and argue 
Government had unwarrantably at a time when the cily officials] 
everything in their power and that could have been expecteil 
circumstances. He claimed I 
differences of opinion between! 

| and himself he had always be<l 
had been shown by the subseqif 
letters of the Provincial Health 
debate had come on unexpe 
consequently, he was unprepai 
documents. He therefore mo- 
journment of the debate.

The House adjourned at 5:5( 
LEGISLATIVE NOTES

Two returns were pr< 
- ~ol. Bal

-------- presen|
ucj by Hon. Col. 1__
of copies of corresponded 
the Provincial and Domf 
ernments on the question 
public works ; the other was a 
judgment of the Supreme Coul 
upholding the validity of Provl

Two witnesses were examinJ 
select committee on Carpenter! 
yesterday. Another meeting * 
mittee will be held on Tuesda 

The debate on the Public 1 
set down to be continued on 
will probably last for several 

The anti-Chinese resolution 
again this year by Mr. Smith, 
was given yesterday.

Nigi.t sessions will not prl 
until towards the e.id of next 

Sod. Mr. Beaven is prepari 
ment to thé Municipal Act. ■ 

The Private Bül« çommitt 
again on Monday.



jVINCIAL LEGISLATURE, 

lesslon of tha Sixth Parliament. 

NINTH DAY.

f Friday, Feb. 10, ls9.‘l.
eakcr took the chair at 2 u’cloctt. 
i by Rev. P. McF. Maulecd. 

1’ETiTIONS.
Ins were presented as follows : 
ï~ Brown : From Bishop Sillitoe of 
^se of New Westminster, for incor-

m Brown : From the R. C. Bishop 
■Vestminster, for incorporation.
Ik. Cotton : From Sir Donald A. 
lid R. B. Angus, to secure certain 
Id transfers.
gt. Horne : From D. Oppenheimer, 
Zambie and others, to incorporate 
m college.
Mowing petitions were read and re- 
> the Private Bills committee : 
the Corporation of the City of'Van - 
to amend their Corporate Act ;.
John Hendry, D. J. Muqn and 

1er Ewen, re railway along Koote- '
:r to Kootenay lake ;

1 C. D. Rand, A. W. Vowell and F.
wd, re ship canal, PitÇ river to Bur- 

let ;
| Andrew Holman, E. E. Wootton Ic. Dunlevy, to incorporate the Oao- 
|d Okanagan Railway Company ;
I J. R. Robertson, J. B. McKilligan 
|G. Ashby, to incorporate the Bed- 
1 and WTest Kootv.ay Railway Com-

Ji the Right Hon. Baron Castletown 
|hers, re gulf cable and telephone

^i Joseph Hall, J. F. Betts and others, 
Irporate the British Columbia College, 
p J. Rogers, J. T. G. Campbell and 
J to incorporate the Young Men’s 
|an Association of Vancouver, B. C. 

l P. C. Dunlevy, W. H. Ellis and

I, to incorporate the Lardeau and 
lay Railway company, 
n Victoria Columbia Lodge, No. 1 ; 
aver Quadra Lodge, No. 2, and Col- 
Royal Aich Chapter, No. 120, A. F.

.. M., to incorporate the Masonic j 
a Association of Victoria, B. C. 1 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Martin, fiom the committee on 
■e bills and standing orders, reported 
Le rules had been complied with in the 

T the following petitions: To incorpor- 
i Nakusp & Slocan Railway Co. ; to 

-orate the Kootenay Central Railway 
lo incorporate the Red Mountain Rail-

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES BILL.

I, Hunter inquired when Work on the I 
trial Disputes Bill would be con-

. Col. Baker replied, on Monday. 
ARBITRATION BILL.

■ House went into committee of the 
on the Arbitration Bill, Mr. Smith in 
air.

committee rose, reported progress 
pked leave to sit again.
PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.

Mr- Turner moved the second I

Iig of iu£ Public Health Act. He • 
attention to the /a*f' that^thie was a 
important measure, and re-

d some of its chief provisions. In C.*?* 
lace it provided for the establishment 

Provincial Board of Health to 
0' five members, four of whom 

be medical men. The duties of this 
would be extensive. Amongst other 

they would have to arrange for the 
Intment of local boards of health, 

ji would have the carrying out of the 
allons made by the central organiza- 

I The Provincial Board of Health 
» also arrange for the collection of 
itics and general information relating 
alth and sanitary matters with a view 
sing this material in such a way as to 
le local boards of health to deal with 

Ise and epidemics, should such unfortu- ! 
|y occur, and in the meantime to guard 

ist them. The local boards of health 
given extensive powers to arrange, in 

own jurisdictions, to prevent the in­
action and spread of disease, to regu- 
Jdrhinage, cleanliness, etc., also—an j
irtant matter—to reguiate unwholesome 

, these being often very detrimental 
,e public health. He also drew alter, 
.to the fact that this bill was, to* 6. 
jt extent, compiled from acts on the 
ite books of other provinces of the 
inion and of other countries. The 
irio Public Health Act, for instance, 
been the result of a rather severe ex- 

ence during the smallpox epidemic of 
i, and the effect of the Ontario legisla­
ted been very beneficial and very sue- 
.ul. There had been to some extent a 
ing of antagonism between certain dis- 

,ts and municipalities because the 
(hods of each were different, but the 

ent bill would remove this by making 
uniform system to cover the whole

B rince. This would prevent different
ricte having different systems or methods 
combat disease, and there was 

a provision in the bill to 
|ble municipalities to combine for health 

poses, so that the expense to each would 
n this way reduced. Legislation of a 
ilar character to the bill now before the 
ise was becoming universal, and the 
|id of it all was to centralize the system 

^s to more adequately protect the public 
llth. It had been found by experience 
t it was best to have the districts and 
nicipalities all working together for the

Ii purpose and in the same way, so that 
sn disease appeared they were all pre- 

ed to cope with it intelligently and 
ctively. He was sure the bill would 
eoeived with favor by the House.

[on. Mr. Bkavkn said that he was satis 
the intentions of the hon. Finance 
fister were good, but should the present 

become law, instead of it having a 
eficiel effect, it would create hostility 

I friction between i he Province and the 
Jmcipalitiee. The Government had unite 
lUgh to do to look after ite own allkire 
hoot Interfering with the municipalities, 

he Government wee going to Interfere 
li the oltiee and apnofnt a lot of incoin 

lent men aa had been done, they should 
to pay the bills. To «y that an irre- 

Jn.ible executive ehould have power to 
fuint_an irreefiaaeiblo Board of Hcalili

f»‘th power to interfere with uro uiuui. 
0,palitiee, was entirely contrary .to the 
®P*rlt of constitutional government. He 
>ad some experience of the kind last* sum- 
mer, when the hon. AttorneyGeneral 
attempted to resurrect an obsolete
evol’vod““d 0n ‘t10 *,rMKth of this 
evolved a conglomeration of con
tradictory and unintelligible rules and 
regniatmos which no one could understand 
t-osaibly this might pass in British Colum-
eÙé bi“n ‘.t|,W0Un1,°0a b!,,0,er»t«<l soywhere 
eue in the British Empire. However 
this was s matter of the past, and aa the 
authority for these regulatiooe did not exist 
and never existed, it did not make muchdif- 
hrence. He had not expected the debate

/ Sj. meMIlre would have been reached 
he. w?u1^ h»ve shown that the 

l* undtr "hieh the hon. Attorney-General 
p.re,aired *9 »ct «ta» out of date and had 

long been repealed. The hon. Premier had 
A ne further, too, and had paused a rule that
there should be no appeal to the courte, thus 
endeavoring to set aside the power of those 
courts, a proceeding which would never be 
allowed anywhere except in Russia 
It reaps not. even there. And now 
it was proposed by the present bill 
lo perpetuate thia kind of thing. He would 
not have opposed the appointment of a 
Provincial Board of Health under ordinary 
circumstances, but when anch monstrous 
propositions as were made in this bill were 
put before him, he could not do otherwise, 
and would certainly oppose the second read-

I Wot- Mr Davit: replied to the hon. 
leader of the Opposition in a forcible speech, 
in which he reviewed the events of the 
smallpox outbreak of last summer, and 
showed the cause of the «.ctioti of the Gov­
ernment in issuing the rules and regulations 
re public health, and the beneficial result 
they had produced. The Government, he 
said, had taken hold at a time of general 
panic, and had done no more than was its 
bounden duty. It had not wished to 

LD^r • aDd worfld D0fc have done so 
had it not been forced into action 
by the inactivity of the corporation.
It was all well enough now for the hon. 
leader of the Opposition to say that the act 
under which the rules were issued was oh 
solete and had been repealed, but whet 
those ruler were before the Supreme court, 
they were upheld and enforced by in j une 
tion, and this would not have been done il 
they had not been legal. He again pointed 
out the fact that similar legislation was in 
force in other countries, and that this bill 
was simply following the precedent almost 
universally laid down.

Dr. Milne said that there was no medi­
cal man in the world who had a more thor­
ough belief in the efficacy of good health 
laws than he had. Prefacing his remarks 
with this statement, he reviewed the his­
tory of the smallpox outbreak in the city of 
Victoria last summer, and argued that the 
Government had unwarrantably interfered 
at a time when the city officials were doing 
everything in their power and everything 
that could have been expected under the 
circumstances. He claimed that in the 
differences of opinion between Dr. Davie 
and himself he had always been right, as 
had been shown by the subsequent acts and 
letters of the Provincial Health Officer. The 
debate had come on unexpectadly, and, 
consequently, he was unprepared with his 
documents. He therefore moved the ad­
journment of the debate.

The House adjourned at 5:50 p. m. 
LEGISLATIVE NOTES.

Two returns were presented- yester­
day by Hon. Col. Baker. One was 
of copies of correspondence between 
the Provincial and Dominion Gov­
ernments on the question of Federal 
public works ; the other was a return of the 
judgment of the Supreme Court of Canada 
upholding the validity of Provincial legisla­
tion.

Two witnesses were examined before the 
select committee on Carpenter Creek claims 
yesterday. Another meeting of the com 
mittee will be held on Tuesday.

The debate on the Public Health Act is 
set down to be continued on Monday. It 
will probably last for several hours yet.

The anti-Chinese resole tion will be moved 
again this year by Mr. Smith. Notice of it 
was given yesterday.

Nigi.t sessions will not probably begin 
until towards the e.id of next week.

Sod. Mr. Beavcn is preparing his amend­
ment to thé Municipal Act.

The Private BUfo committee is to 
again on Monday.

FEBRUARY 12 1893.

HON. MR. DAVIE’S SPEECH, |

The Premier Makes a Rattling Rvply 
to the “Obsolete and Repealed’’ 

Complaint.

Ample Justification of the Govern­
ment Taking a Hand During 

the Smallpox Outbreak.

Owing to the pressure upon space, the 
speech delivered by the Premier, Hon. Mr. 
Davie, in the Legislature on Friday after­
noon could only be summarized in the 
regular report, but as it contains mat- 
tsr of so much interest to the public the 
following extended report is given :

Hon. Mr. Davie said:: Anyone would 
think* Mr. Speaker, from hearing the 
remarks of the hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion, who has just spoken, that it was pro­
posed by this Government in the bill no* 
before the House, to do something, to adopt 
a line of conduct and of policy, which was 
an entire novelty in this or any other coun­
try. But, sir, when you were told by the 
hon. Minister of Finance, who introduced 
the bill, that the plan of this measure was 
the plan already adopted in other countries 
and in other provinces of the Dominion, you 
were told what was exactly right. This is 
a bill, Mr. Speaker, the provisions of which 
are founded upon experience. It is meant 
to deal with exceptional cases. It is in- j 
tended that the provisions of this bill shall ! 
not be put into operation, nor called into 
requisition, in ordinary cases, but only if 
pestilence or epidemic threatens tke coun­
try. On occasions of this kind it becomes 
necessary that the general Government 
should step in, so that uniform measures 
should be adopted for.. fighting disease.
Th * it he policy whicu dictates such a 
measure as this ; that was the policy which 
made it imperative last summer for the 
Government to avail itself of what the hon. 
leader of the Opposition now calls an obso­
lete and repealed act, but which, so far from 
being obsolete or repealed, was upheld in 
every way by the courts. It was this, I 
say, the presence of a threatening epidemic, 
that was the occasion for calling into requi­
sition the provisions of the Health Act, 
which, although it has been upon 
our statute books in British Columbia 
for some 23 or 24 years, is on the 
same lines as the provisions of measures 
which have since been adopted in other 
countries and in other provinces of
the Dominion. Now, what occurred 
in British Columbia last summer I shall 
attempt very briefly to explain. In
the month of June, and for some time be­
fore, isolated cases of smallpox had oc­
curred. There had been very little in Vic.1 
toria, or, at any rate, very little had been 
known of it here, until on towards the be­
ginning ol the month of July. There had 
Been several cases in Vancouver, but the 
municipal authorities there had been vigi­
lant and had been successful, and fortunately 
the cases of smallpox in that city were 
pretty well under control, so that the dis­
ease did not spread as it did here. The 
same may be said of Nanaimo, where, owing 
to the good fortune and the vigilance and 
energy of the Health authorities, they were 
fortunate enough not to have any cases at 
all.

There were, as I have said, no cases of 
smallpox in Nanaimo, and I think it canbe 
said to the credit of the Health Officer and 
of the Municipal Council, that it was due to 
their efforts that the city was kept free 
from the disease. On or about the 6th of 
July there were smothered reports in the 
city of Victoria that things were not as they 
should be. The yellow flag was out in sev­
eral places. Although no authentic informa­
tion was to be had, there was a pretty 
general alarm, and having obtained a report 
from the Provincial Superintendent of Po­
lice, I wrote the Mayor of the city the fol­
lowing letter :

Victoria, B.C., July 6,1892. 
Robert ÀBeavcn, Esq, Mayor, Victoria.

Sir,—It is reported to me by the Superin­
tendent of the Provincial Police, as the result 
of inquiries which he has been instructed t ) 
make, that, at the present time, it is estimated 
fully thirty cases of smallpox exist in the city, 
and that tue disease is rapidly spreading. The 
estimate is formed upon information supplied 
bv medical men and others having knowledge 
of the facts.So far as I can ascertain, some five or six 
cases have been removed from the city to the 
quarantine station at Albert Head, but it is 
sported are there unattended by a medical

I would suggest the following a—istance to 
the sufferei i and preventive measures:

1. That a medical man bo at onee detailed to 
attend the quarantine s' tiion, and that proper 
medical supplies bo provid-1. (I uude..;tand 
that a nurse has already been sent. It will 
prubaibly be necessary t j increase the staff.)

2. That the offlceuof the Police be detailed 
to wait upon each medical man in the city with 
a view to gathering the number and particu­
lars of all cases which exist.

3. That the city secure sui' able premises 
within or immediately without the city limits, 
and furnish the same as a hospital.

4. That all persons now suffering f.-om the 
disease bo invited to enter the hospital.

5. That, with those who refuse to be or are 
not, removed to the hospital, strict quarantine 1 
in their own dwellings be enforcen, and that 
the medical men, attendant, be requested to 
see that a yellow flag is hoisted and that the 
police bo instructed to enforce quarantine and t 
the hoisting of the flag.

6. That one or more medical men be em- ‘ 
ployed by the city to perform vaccination free 
of charge, and that public notice be given of 
the fact.It seems to me that the precautionary meas­
ures which I have indicated, and others which 
may bo recommended by competent men, are 
imperatively due by the city to the inhabitant^. 
The Superintendent of Police has been in 
Btiacted to consult with the civic authoriti- ' 
in this matter, and to render every assistance 
In his power.There is certainly no time to be lost if a dan­
gerous spread of the disease is to bo avoided.

Your obedient servant.
(Signed) Theodore Davie,

Attorney-General.
That, sir, was the first action on the part 

of this Government, and I think that letter 
of itself shows that there was nothing of a 
desire or disposition shown on our part to 
interfere with the civic authorities. On the 
contrary, attention was called to the fact 
that there were some 30 cases of smallpox 

led to exist in the city, that the

disease was spreading unduly, and that 
there seemed to be a lack of proper precau­
tions against it and a want of proper care for 
the unfortunate sufferers. The so-called 
accommodation at Albert Head was simply 
a delusion, and in view of these facts I 
simply placed the Provincial police officers 
at the disposal of the Mayor and the City 
Council, and instructed those officers to 
render every possible assistance to the city 
officials in the matter. This was on the 6th 
of July, and on the 8th, two days later, I 
received the following letter in reply :

[copy.]
Victoria, B.C., July 8,1892. 

Hon. Theodore Davit, M.P.P., Premier, Vic-

Sir Your letter of the 6th July Is before me.
I am much obliged for the suggestion therein 

contained. Without entering into detail I 
might say that having been informed some 
time ago that smallpox was epidemic in certain 
cities m Japan, I drew the attention of the 
Sanitary Officer and Chief of Police to the 
necessity for vigilance, and up to the end of 
June we had omy one genuine case of smallpox i

I case to prevent the epread of infection, and * 
save the life of the patient. I have urged vac 
clnation and isolation, tne Health Officer being 
instructed to procure pure vaccine and distri­
bute it gratis, and, so far as my knowledge ex­
tends, this has been done. One great difficulty 
< Vj City has met with has been the procuring 
of a suitable piece of ground upon which to 
er.eta building for smallpox patients. We ob­
tained from the Dominion Government the 
right to temporarily use the Quarantine Station 
at Albert Head, the City paying all expense, 
but its distance is a disadvantage, and the I ~~ s-----that he requires ]

mv” acqhlesced in the City
taking possession of the old Asylum for the In­
sane, oni the Indian reeer>atlon, and I have 
been endeavoring to obtain the consent of the 
Indian Department to our doing so, but with- 
no 7 8?/ar' We decided to repair thePortion and add a building 60x18, 
witb| a cooking! annex, and1 use it for stnalL 
pox patients, but no sooner did we begin than 
legal proceedings are taken to prevent us. It 
is somewhat singular that the number of cases 
ofAmallpox you mention ehould have devel- 

the first of the month. As far as I 
i «i T“°f1 Cfl 1 (with one notable
j exception) complies with the law and reports I 
1 ®*nalm<)x cases to the Health Officer, and our agree with the number you 1 
mentioned at the date of yeur letter. I sup­
pose ignorance of the by-law and not a desire 
to ignore is the cause of the omission I men-

As matters exist to-day, I think it is the duty 
r o?Z?ryt0nS to exorcise every precaution, but jL^trpngJy deprecate any action which tends to 
goocL6 a pan c among tinfld people and does no

n6. °fflcials, I believe, have endeavored 
!?/io their duty. If you know of any derelio- 
tion on their part which can be brought home 

ihoI>e you will acquaint me with it.
Athat the ‘Dfection has 

been mainly introduced to the city through the 
importation of Chinese and Japanese merchan­dise which has been distributed!

.boen eudeavoring with Mr. Prior’s 
kind aid to reconcile all objectors to the city 
putting u j a temporary building on the Indian 

80 far with°ut sucoese, and the 
mission0 Qovernmont bas to day refused per-
hi,hB°„;id„thh"d;r,'”zi^^0tt'’rros,!,rday

I have the honor, to be, Sir, 
ia.. Your obedient servant,(Sd.) Robert Beaven, Mayor. L

Now, with thirty cases of smallpox in the 
city and the disease spreading, there 
seemed from the Mayor’s letter to be apathy 
and lack of knowledge in connection with 
the matter, and a failure to appreciate 
the danger and the necessity for prompt 
action; the number of cases was not known, 
and although the disease was spreading, no 
place had been provided in which to put 
the sick who were then confined in their 
own houses and there seemed no certainty 
of any proper accommodation being found 
within reasonable time. That being the 
case, I came to the conclusion that some­
thing had to be done, and that at once. As 
a result that same evening I gave a notice 
which appeared in the morning newspapers 
of the next day, the 9th of July, calling 
a meeting of the medical men of the city 
to discuss the whole question and de­
cide what steps were to be taken. 
A® a result of this notice, there 
was a meeting held on the 9th of July in 
the morning at my office in the city. It 
was then shown what position matters were 

nrffiM‘ ne' *hoJWM then the City 
Health Officer, reported that at leaat some 
J5 cases were then known to exist, so that 
you can see the number reported to me only 
two or three days before that, was nor far 
from correct. There were at that time 
some cases that had been removed to 
Albert Head, but the station there 
was utterly devoid of any proper 
accommodation, and in fact, as was proven 
afterwards, was a dangerous place to Bend 
the patiente to. At this time a telegram 
had been received from Ottawa Baying that 
the Indian reserve building could not be 
used as a hospital, and in consequence the 
Mayor had authorized the erection of a 
building at Roe. Bay for a hospital, where 
w„ h'ft *ome>nd. baton to the time 
we held that meeting, everything was in a 
state of unreadiness, the building only met commenced and the residents of Rosi itav 
clamoring against a smallpox hospital beinir erected there at all. Instead of having thee? 

* *?11 p,i,enl" ““ their houses with
n?,nt gf1-De ,0a them' ,her« had been 
?™lf havo h«d a building for a
hoopual erected, and to have had that ho«- 
£I™i a°,tVre operation, to that those 

Ipeople wou,d not have been, as they 
TnWl * to ‘be safety of the
mblio, and ecattered all over the town, 
t was under these circumstances that the 

meeting of medical men was called, and it 
was then that the whole matter wa« laid 
before them. It wu not the Government 
? Ü ( ”r,any other individuel that at. 
tempted to dictate what should be done HUt,ntWa* ‘kmeeti,°8 to consider, irreepec’ 
tiveof anything else or any other conoid.
than M’ What,Wa,be"tin the ‘utc'resto of 
ihîaSi « A|nonget others who were at 
Ihat meeting were the hon. leader of the 
Opposition and the hon. member for Vic 
ton. city (Dr Milne), and they, too, joined 
Thîh d“°u”,on of what should be done
lowin ‘ 1 f,h® ““‘mg WM that the fol-
lowing resolution was passed :
Dnï'owe'if “tÏ'.ml?",vla'seconded br

This was the first practical move that had 
oeen made towards getting hospital ac- oommodation, at once. y

Hon. Mr. Beaven—There wu another

if?’

! resolution. _ . .
Hon. Mr. Davie—Yes, I was going to 

read the other presently. It is as follows :
Moved by Dr. Hanington, seconded by Dr. 

Leitch: That this meeting is agreed to sup­port the Municipal Boanl in erecting the build- 
ing for a smallpox ho-pltal at Ross ti»y city 
reserve, considering it the best site under the 
circumstances, and not threatening danger to 
the surrounding inhabitants.

As soon as this resolution was passed the 
meeting adjourned, and afterwards it was 
proposed by the Jubilee hospital authorities 
that temporary buildings should be erected 
on their grounds. That afternoon there 
was a meeting held, at which there were 
present the Mayor, Dr. Milne, Dr. Davie, 
Mr. Joshua Davies, the Superinten­
dent of Provincial Police, myself and 
some others, and after continued 
and repeated urging, the Mayor at last con­
sented to the proposition to put up the 
buildings at the Jubilee, and gave the order 
to Mr. Chas. Hayward to go on with the 
building. A meeting of the Hospital Board 
was held that night to confirm the action 
that had been taken by the President, Mr. 
Joshua Davies ; but in the meantime tbe 
men were at work. The carpenters worked 
all night, and in consequence the 
buildings were ready in a very short 
time, next day in fact, to receive 
the patients, so that you can all see 
for yourselves how, in a very short time, 
when action had been taken in the right 
way, there was a place provided to put the 
patients.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—I don’t like to inter­
rupt the hon. gentleman, but he should say 
that the building at Roes Bay was finished 
that same Saturday night and tfy§, key was 
handed to me, so that we had a pJaoé to 
take the patient o.

Hon. Mr. Dav* '/-Yea, that may be per­
fectly true, but >^.8 fact remains that the 
patients were not taken there and the 
Jubilee Hospital buildings were considered 
by all to be the ft® was shown by the L

consent of all parties to thé taking + 
patients out there. We all know th Jirpe 
arrest of smallpox depends more thau any­
thing else upon one thing, that is isolation. 
It was necessary besides having a place to 
put the patients, to have a place where 
the suspects could be placed, not those 
people who have the disease themselves, but 
those who are suspected of having been 
infected and who are in danger of develop­
ing it. The tflan that was adopted was to 
use the Jubilee hospital for a smallpox sta­
tion and the Roes Bay building for suspects. 
It was on the 9th of July that this meet­
ing of medical men was held, as I have said, 
and by the llth of July the place was ready 
for their reception. Then it was that the 
Government issued the first of thèse regula­
tions. They were prepared hurriedly, It ia 
quite true, because they were published on 
Monday morning and there was not much 
time to consider them. But to show you 

, t those regulations were not considered 
0,1 the Opposition and their friends so r 

fe as the hon. leader of the Op- 
àition now says they. were, I will 
,d to you what was said of them by 

i. e organ of the Opposition. But first let 
j nVe read to you what was said in that same 
| paper before those rules were issued at all. 
This is what it said :

The comments of the people on the streets 
as to the efforts of the authorities—or rather 
the apparent lack of effort—to suppress the 
disease, were pointed and emphatic. To some 
extent the general censure has been deserved, 
and especially in respect to theunprepar«lnees 
of the Sanitary department of the city govern­
ment to grapple with the disease. The Coun­
cil seemed to have trusted in God, but they 
failed to * keep their powder dry.

Now then, let’s see what the organ had to 
I say about the Government regulations which 
the leader of the Opposition now denounces :

WISE MOULATIONB.
The regulations issued by the Government, 

copies of which are enclosed in th» number o 
the Times, are framed to meet the present 
emergency, and if rigidly enforced, as "e have 
no doubt they will be. •«allpox will roon be 
driven from the sity. The aDpointmentofa 
Provincial Health officer and of Municipal 
Health officers, who are vested with ample 
power to enforce compulsory vacomation and 
strict quarantine in the case of all dwellings 
where the disease is known to exist, will have 
the approval of every person. Penalties ere 
provided for evasion of the provisions of the 
proclamation, and wherever it may be neces­
sary to enforce them there will be no hesita­
tion we trust, in giving the offenders the full 
benefit of the law. The public will support 
any drastic remedy at the present juncture 

The knowledge that tnese regulations are 
now in force, and that the Health Officers are 
acting under them will all the diligence pos 
Bible, will restore public confidence, within and 
withouc the city. The scare has been the re 
suit largely of the fear that the discaae was not 
being successfully grappled with, but this fear 
will now be dispelled. Kvery known easels 
now, either in the hospitals or q,uaranUnedin 
a private residence. In a day or two the effect 
of the work now done during the past two 
days, and of the sensible regulations issued by 
the government, will be demonstrated by the 
lessened number of cases reported, and ultim­
ately by the disappearance of the disease alto-

An hon. member—That ia from the Col­
onist, isn’t it?

Hon. Mr. Davie—No, indeed, it is not ; 
it is from the Times, the organ of the hon. 
leader of the Opposition. (Laughter.) I 
think that so far the hon. members will see 
that the Opposition organ was right at that 
time, when it caracterized what the Gov­
ernment had done as wise and necessary. 
The effect of our action was soon shown, for 
the regulations worked like magic, add it 
was not long before the disease was entirely 
under control. Of course the dieoMO in- 
creased for a considerable length of time. 
W ith 35 cases known before any action was 
taken, it was only reasonable to suppose 
that there would be a number of cases incuba­
ting, but the ultimate result was that ; 
the disease was brought under control, j 
It was forcibly pointed out then that if the 

' plan was persevered in of quarantining peo­
ple in their own houses the disease would 
never be stopped, and one of the first things 
that had to be done was to accomplish what 
the city authorities could not do or would 
not do, and that was to remove the patients 
from the houses to the hospital. In doing 
this the first actual interference of the Gov­
ernment with the city authorities oc­
curred. The City police were placed under 
the control and direction of the Superin­
tendent of Provincial police, a course which 
would never have been resorted to 
except in an extraordinary case. The 
Municipal Act, however, very prop­
erly provides for this being done, 
and having exercised that right the 
Superintendent of Provincial Police was in­
structed ««« that these renaovale took



„ . w
authorities would not undertake the 
movals, and seemed paralyzed, so the Gov­
ernment had to undertake this most dis­
agreeable task, and one not unattended 
with danger to the officers who had to do it.

Dr. Milne—You killed one poor fellow, 
too.

Hon. Mr. Davie—There were forty or 
fifty removals and one man unfortunately 
died just after being taken into the hos­
pital. The man had a bad case of small­
pox and would have died in any event. He 
was removed with all the possible care and 
attention that could be had, and you would 
not visit upon those officers of the law who 
were charged with the duty of removing 

: the patients the burden of having been 
responsible for his death. This pa­
tient, before his removal was under 
the care of one, if not two, medical 
men, and the fact that the removals were to 
take place was known to every one. Now, 
in the case of several medical men, although 
they did not like their patients to be 
removed, although they would have pre­
ferred that their patients be allowed to stay 
where they were in their own private houses 
until they had recovered, yet the doctors 
recognized that what was being done was a 
public necessity, and they acquiesced and 
rendered all the assistance in their power in 

' carrying out the regulations, and some of 
theqi, sir, I may mention, Dr. Hanington, 
in particular, attended and superintended 
the removal of their own patients. If they 
desired any reasonable delay it was accord­
ed. Now, in the case of this man wbd 
unfortunately died, it was known for days 
that all the patients were to be removed, 
and would be removed at an early date. 

i The medipal man who was in charge of this 
particular'p&tient, McKay, knew that he was 
going to be removed along with the 
others, yet never raised one word of 
protest, nor ever even suggested that he 
should not be removed. " The doctor was not 
present at the time the man was removed, 
although he well knew that the removal 
was to take place, and it was his duty, if 
there was any reason why the patient 
should not have been removed, for the 
doctor to have been th^e and to have 
said why. 1 do not lay the blame on any­
one. It was an unfortunate occurrence, 
but if there was any fault in the 
matter at all, it was the fault of the medi­
cal man who was supposed to be attending 
to that patient and who was not there when 
the patient was removed, and did not tell 
the officers, if he thought so, that it would 
be unsafe to effect the removal. A nice 
time it was, Mr. Speaker, after the man 
had been removed and after the death, 
for the medical man to come for­
ward and say that he should not have 
been removed. A nice time, I say, to blame 

1 t.he Provincial police officers and the medi- 
! cat man who had charge of the removals,
I for* canying out the regulations and i 
I doing what the city authorities had I 
shown themselves utterly unwilling and un­
able to do Then there was some 
difference of opinion between the city 
Health Officer and the Provincial Health 
Officer. I am not going to say who was 
right or who was wrong—that is a matter 
which is not now in question—al­
though I have my own opinion about it, 
but the fact was there was a difference of 
opinion as to the carrying out of the rules. 
The Provincial Health Officer gave instruc­
tions that all the patients should be re­
moved to the hospital and the suspects 
should be removed out to the Ross 
Bay station at once. It was in the 
interests of the public health that 
these patients and suspects should be re­
moved at once. The Provincial Health 
Officer was rigid and would not give way in 
this. The CUty Health Officer advocated a 
plan that vu not quite so rigid, and at any 
rate there was a difference of opinion be­
tween the two. It was a time of emergency. 
There was no time to argue the question. 
We could not have a divided authority, and 
the Government had to decide between its 
own officer,Jthe one they had appointed, and 
the officer of the City. The Government 
had either to uphold its own officer or dis­
charge him. The Government eame to the 
conclusion that it was best to uphold its 
own officer, and as we could not have two 
officers, on my advioe as Attorney- 
General, the Government passed those 
regulations suspending Dr. Milne so 
far as smallpox was concerned. It 
was an active step. We all knew that it 
was that, but it was a necessary step for the 
purpose of carrying out the regulations and 
stopping the spread of the disease. My hon. 
friend the leaner of the Opposition now says 
that those rules were obsolete and were not 
worth the paper they were written on. 
Well, the matter was brought by the City 
Health Officer before the Supreme Court. 
Then was the time for my hon. friend the 
leader of the Opposition to come
forward with his legal objections
and say that those regulations were not 
worth the paper that they were written 
on. He says that those regulations were 
based upon an act that was repealed years 
ago, and that since that time the Govern­
ment has had no authority to interfere as 
it did. If that is the case, sir, then was 
the time for my hon. friend to have shone, 
and have come forward and raised his ob­
jection that the Health Act was obsolete, 
and the regulations waste paper. But did 
be do it ? No. Points were raised about 
the construction of the regulations them­
selves, but it was never contended, it was 
never even suggested, that the Government 
had no power to pass them. What was the 
result? An injunction of the court was 
issued upholding those regulations 
and enforcing them, and restraining Dr. 
Milne from acting, and do you suppose that«urne trom acting, and do you suppose that 
the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
would have done that if there had been the 
slightest doubt about the validity of the 
regulations, or if the Government had had 
no power to pass them ? No, the result 
would have been different ; and now my 
hon. friend comes and says that those regu­
lations were based upon an Act that was 
repealed and obsolete. It is just like the 
result in other matters in which my hon. 
friend puts forward his knowledge as a legal 
man against the knowledge of others who 
are qualified and who know what they are 
talking about.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—Do you mean to say 
that I went into the Supreme Court and 
argued the question ? It is preposterous.

Hon. Mr. Davie—No, that is not what I

said. Those rules were contested in the 
Supreme Court on behalf of the city.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—No, they were not.
Hâù. Mr. Davie—But I say yes ; the 

City Barrister appeared and contest 2d the 
rules on behalf of the Medical Health Offi­
cer of vhe city, with the result that the re­
gulations were enforced by injunction of the 
court. Will the hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion toll me that he was not there in court 
and heard the argument? Will he tell me 
that he had no right, and that the city had 
no right through him, is-1 elect id represen­
tative, to instruct the City Barrister to 
adopt any line of argument that he chose ? 
Oi course my hon. friend had the right, end 
if he thought that the act under 
which the rules were issued, was 
obsolete and repealed, was it not 
his privilege as well as his duty to then 
have instructed the City Barrister to take 
that line of argument? If he had thought 
that he had a case, or that the act wpt obso­
lete, would not he have stated so through 
his counsel ? Of course he would have done 
"so, but he did nothing of the kind, or if he 
did try that his counsel thought that it was 
not worthy of argument and did not bring 
it forward. And now, after having had the 
chance to bring this contention before the 
Supreme court and have the matter settled, 
and having failed to do ao he comes to this 
House, where, of course, he can raise any 
cont on tion he likes, and tells us that the rules, 
which he never questioned when he had the 
chance, are void. This, Mr. Speaker, was 
the extent of the interference of the 
Government, or of myself, with the 
corporation of the city of Victoria and the 
occasion for it. It was our duty to inter­
fere, at the time we did, and we should have 
been unworthy as a government if we had 
not. It was no agreeable task. Do you 
suppose for a moment that it was a matter 
of choice on our part or a matter of choice 
with me that I should have taken the steps 
I dich? Do you suppose it was with any de­
sire to interefere with the hon. leader of the 
Opposition or that it was with the desire to 
undertake what would be an agreeable task, 
that the Government, or that I took the ac­
tion I have mentioned? We could have left 
things exactly as they were, but we did not 
think we would be doing our duty if we 
did. For my own part I would have 
been only too happy to have gone 
away to the country with my wife 
and my children for a while instead of 
staying here to look after matters which my 
duty compelled me to take up. And, more­
over, what the Government did was en­
dorsed and sustained by nine-tenths of the 
people of this city and of the Province at 
large. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 have gone int'- 
the facts of the matter to the extent of the 
cooeplaint my hon. friend has against me 
and against this Government for our inter­
ference with the city during the smallpox 
epidemic. It has never been my idea or 
desire to interfere with municipalities ex­
cept in urgent cases where the law compels 
it or where the highest interests of the 
public and of society demand it. I re­
cognize as clearly as any one docs the 
rights of the municipalities to self-govern­
ment, but there are cases where the great 
principle of justice to the interests of the 
public demand the adoption df such regula­
tions as will insure the proper carrying out 
of measures for certain purposes. We must 
in health matters have uniformity. Other 
Governments have seen it and we have seen 
it. In health mutters as in other matters, 
if everything is being done by the muni­
cipalities that can be done, there will be no 
interference, but if the public health, above 
all things, is threatened, it is the duty of the 
central Government to step in. This bill now 
before the House is based upon good precedent. 
British Columbia, you are all aware, stands 
in a different position in many respects 
from other provinces of the Dominion, but 
the general scope of the bill is not different 
from legislation in other parts pf the 
world, although certain provie’ona are 
varied to meet the different circc -tances. 
Where the circumstances of the e. ry re­
quire a change, we have made it, but -here 
no change was necessary, we have fobowed 
the lines laid down in other countries. 
These are the principles of the bill which 
has been brought forward by my hon. friend 
the Minister of Finance, and I am sure it 
will be read with favor by hon. members of 
this House, more particularly in view of 
our experience of last summer.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

TENTH DAY.
Monday, Feb. 13. 1S93.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 Velock.
REPORTS OK COMMITTEES.

Mr. Martin, from the Private Bills com­
mittee, reported that the rules had been 
complied with in the case of the following 
petitions : City of Vancouver re amend­
ments to the charter ; re Kootenay river to 
Kootenay Like Railway ; re Osoyoos and 
Okanagan Railway ; re Masonic Temple 
Association, of Victoria ; re Cable Company 
between Vancouver Island and Mainland ; 
re Lardeau and Kootenay Railway.

FEES ON PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr. Sword moved, seconded by Mr. 

Horne, “ To amend the rules and orders by 
adding to section 58 the following, words : 
Private bills brought in on petition pre­
sented after the first tw weeks of the ses 
sion shall be subject to double the regular

Hon. Mr. Davie said he thought it 
would be better if the hon. member would 
not proceed with bis resolution. All 
hon. members, he said, understood the 
laudable object the hon. member trom 2 sw 
Westminster district had in view, buv .3 
(Mr. Davie) thought it would not be qui » 
fair to those who had private bills in char1 
and to promoters of private. bills, to pass 
the motion now. Next session something 
of the kind might be incorporated in the 
rules.

Mr. Semlin supported the resolution
Hon. Mr Davie said his objectioi as 

that the rule would, under the résolu:, n, 
come into force this session.

Mr Horne said that as seconder of . ie 
resolution he understood the principle 
would not apply until next session.

On suggestion of the hon. Premier f 16 
motion was allowed to stand over r 
amendment.

ATTACHMENT OF WAGES.
Mr. Keitii introduced a bill to abol' a 

the attachment of wages. Read a fi- ’t 
time ; second reading Thursday.

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR PRIVATE BILLS
Mr. Martin moved, seconded by Mr. 

Stoddart, “That the time for presenting 
private bills and receiving reports from the 
Private Bills committee be extended ten 
days.” Carried.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT
Dr. Watt introduced a bill t "end the 

Medical Act. Read a first ti .. .* ; second 
reading Thursday.

PROTECTION OF CATTLE RANGES.
Mr. Stoddart moved, seconded by Mr. 

Smith: “That a select committee heap- 
pointed to inquire into the question of the 
protection of winter cattle ranges and the 
desirability of defining certain boundaries 
in which sheep may be depastured; commit­
tee to consist of Hon. F. G. Vernon, Messrs. 
Martin, Semlin, Rogers, Watt, Smith and 
the mover.”

Mr. Stoddart said : In moving this 
resolution fur a select committee, which, 
you will notice, is composed of. hon. mem­
bers who represent districts that are largely 
interested in stock raising, I would say 
that my reason for wishing to have this 
committee appointed ie to try to amend 
the Cattle Ranges Act of 1888, which was ao 
amended by a slight error last session in 
introducing a je in the Commons Act 
that it was foum „o be unworkable. My 
idea is to so amena the Act that the differ­
ent stock raisers’ associations throughout 
the Province will have a certain amount of 
control over the ranges in the different 
polling divisions, Lnt I certainly think 
that the parties who have invested their 
capital in sheep are also entitled to some 
nrotection. In the district which I have 
the honor to represent there have been im­
ported within the last two years several 
thousand head of sheep from Oregon and 
from Ontario—I think something over 
15,000 head— and I am informed that there 
will be large importations this year. It is 
a well known fact that cattle and sheep will 
not thrive on the same grazing land, especi­
ally in a dry section of country, and some 
people are of the opinion that sheep should 
not be allowed to pasture on public land, 
especially in a bunch grass country. This 
Province, however, is large in area, and I 
think there ought to be room for both cattle 
and sheep, providing the Act is so amended 
as to give justice to the owners of both. 
The Cattle Ranges Act of 1888 gave the 
stock-raisers north and east of the Cascade 
range, power to form themselves into an 
association by having a two-third majority 
of the qualified resident holders of land, 
and was found to work well, with very few 
exceptions, and I am still of the opinion 
that cattle raisers should have ample range 
for their cattle as they are the oldest set­
tlers in the Province and have the bulk of 
their capital invested in that enterprise. 
The principal di pule is in regard to the 
winter ranges, which are principally situat­
ed along the banks of the different rivers 
and in ordinary winters cattle and sheep 
can be pastured without any serious loss. 
I sincerely hope that this committee will 
be able to so amend the act as to give gen­
eral satisfaction to all the parties interested 
in stock-raising.

Mr. Smith said that in seconding the 
resolution he did so with the idea in view 
that the result of the work of the commit­
tee would be to find a solution of the 
question. He thought that men who had 
lived for a length of time in the country, as 
the cattle men had, should have a certain 
amount of protection. It was generally 
conceded that sheep would destroy the cat­
tle ranges, and he hoped legislation would 
be had to prevent the grazing being all de­
stroyed.

Mr Semlin supported the re­
solution, but thought it should in­
clude summer as well as winter ranges.

Hon. Mr. Vernon thought that the re­
solution was a good one, which should com­
mend itself to every hon. member of the 
House. The subject was a very difficult 
one to deal with. Parties who invested 
their money in sheep claimed the same 
rights as other citizens to the use of a por 
tion of the public domain On the other 
hand, the cattle men bad been in business 
for many years, and felt that they should 

l allowed to

hp ------. . 6 0 iiiqniry,!wniCn,th« V?1*!’ wcu,d reeult in lhe settlement of.
\imUeh vexed question, 

whioh 1KM^,N drew Httent‘°° to the rules 
nnt h provide that select committees shallnot have more than Bve mer,lher,

Alter some considerable discussion,
11 on. Mu. Davie said that there was 

every reason why the committc should
11r‘. ,0f the ro.mhcra from the in- 

t. ed dl8tncts- The question before the 
ticu te was one which had given the Gov­
ernment much concern, and he was sure the
infnimauon wh,„h would be gathered by
the committee would be of great use and 
assistance m aettlmg the difficulty.
whl/m" n supported the motion,which was carried unanimously.

* "*• 0 SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

ih=MB rM,z :rbdr %’kbm i° «™-d i
She U. G, Southern Railway Act • -ead a |

first time and referred to Railway com­
mittee.

KOOTENAY CENTRAL RAILWAY.
Mr Croft introduced a bill to incorpor- 
e tbe Kootenay Central Railway Co.; 

read a first time and referred to Railway 
committee.

RED MOUNTAIN RAILWAY CO.
Mr. Croft introduced a bill to incorpor­

ate the Red Mountain Railway Co.; read a 
first time and referred to Railway com­
mittee.

BREEDING STOCK ACT.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­

ing of the Breeding Stock act, which he ex­
plained as being for the purpose of permit­
ting a constable to take charge of stock 
running at large.

The bill was read a second time, to be 
committed to-morrow.

AGISTERS BILL.
Tbe House went into committee of the 

whole on the Agisters bill, Mr. Kitchen in 
the chair. The committee reported the 
bill complete with amendments.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Hon. Mr. Beaven, rising to a question of 

privilege, said that he saw by the votes 
and proceedings of Friday that » couple of 
amendments he had made to the Arbitra- 
tion bill in committee, were not printed in 
tbe votes and proceedings as now laid 
before the House. He suggested that 
the amendments should be printed 
from day to day in the votes and proceed­
ings so that omissions of the kind, if 
any, could be rectified.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the amendments 
to the bill wers only to rectify what might 
be called printer’s omissions. They ap­
peared in the amended bill.

Mb. Smith explained that he was chair­
man of tbe committee, and the two “amend­
ments” the hon. leader of the Opposition 
referred to as being omitted from the votes 
and proceedings were the words “ in ” and 
“to.” (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Beaven wanted the amend­
ments inserted in the records.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he thought it was 
carrying the matter altogether too far i ' 
every time an i was not dotted or a t wau 
not crossed a record must be made upon the 
votes and proceedings He drew attention 
to an error in the Agisters bill where a word 
had been wrongly spelled. Because ope let­
ter was out of place or a word was mis­
spelled was a record of the correction to be 
made? All substantial or material amend­
ments would be recorded, but there waa 
such a thing as carrying the thing too far. 

* ped.

not be injured by sheep being

The matter droppei
MINERAL BILL.

The House went into committee of the 
whole on the Mineral bill, Mr. Booth in the 
chair. Bill reported complete with amend-

IN9ANE ASYLUMS BILL.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the Insane Asylum’s bill, Mr. 
Rogers in the chair.

There was a lengthy discussion on the 
clause as to who should have the power of 
committing a lunatic to the asylum. Fin­
ally the clause passed as in the bill.

After further discussion the committee 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again.

PETITIONS.
Hon. Col. Baker presented a petition 

from certain residents of Golden against a 
private bill to grant certain water rights.

The following petitions were read and 
referred to the Private Bills committee :

From the Lord Bishop of New Westmin­
ster, to incorporate the Synod of the Church 
of England in the Diocese of New West­
minster.

From the Right Rev. Paul Durien, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of New Westminster, to 
incorporate the Catholic Bishop of New 
Westminster.

From D. Oppenheimer, J. C. Keith, and 
H. J. Gambie, to incorporate Whetham 
College.

From D. A. Smith and R. B. Angus, to 
validate certain conveyances of real estate 
executed by the petitioners’ attorneys in 
fact.

The House adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

By Hon. Mr. Beaven; For a return 
showing the section of the act under which 
the land was purchased, the minerals of the 
Crown grant (if any), the name, acreage, 
price per acre, and district from which the 
sum of $213,519 41 has been received at the 
treasury from the sale of Crown lands for 
the fiscal year 1891-2.

By Hon. Mr. Beaven : For a copy of the 
opinion given by Dr. Bourinot as to the 
power and privileges of the Legislative As­
sembly, for which a fee of $100 was paid, as 
per public accounts for 1891-2.

By Hon. Mr. Beaven : For the names of 
each mining recorder and mining district in 
the Province, date of appointment and 
establishment of same ; also for the date 
upon which each recorder was notified by 
the Minister of Mines that the Mineral Act 
1891 Amendment Act 1892 had been 
passed by the Legislative Assembly.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
By Mb. Beaven : To ask the Minister of 

Finance and Agriculture what was the total 
revenue and expenditure from July 1 to 
December 31, 1892 ? What was the amount 
of revenue brought to account at the Treas­
ury during the first six months of the fiscal 
year 1892 93, on account of land sales?

■

I W nat amount bad the Uoveri 
! credit or debit at the Governme 
31st December, 1892, and on 
ary, 1893, and what was thecas 
the Deputy-Treasurer’s fund at

legislative notes. 
A minrterial dinner is to bi 

night at tiT^residence of Hon. C 
The select committee on th 

Creek claims meets this mor 
o’clock.

I S. R. Robb, of the Vancoi 
' was in the press gallery yester 
here on a short holiday.

'The Mining committee me 
morning and heard the views c 
tion of Kootenay miners, as t 
the act.

Amongst the vi. rs to th 
terday were. Jas. Orr, ex-M.P.F 
and Dr" y Sheriff Thos. Ai 
Vancouver.

Dr. Watt’s bill to amend the 
provides for tbe fixing ef the 
fee by resolution or by-law of 
and for the registration of gen 
ing an Imperial qualification.

A deputation of trades unio 
ed upon the Government yesteri 
some some slight amendments 
trial Disputes bill. They expre 
as much' pleased with the

The text of the judgment of 
Court of Canada in the Count 
peal case, sustaining the validi 
cial legislation, was distributee 
yesterday. It appeared in 
some tinfe ago.



the management ot the smallpox m Vic­
toria, as had been come to by the bon. 
Attorney-General and the Chief Commis­
sioner. He took credit to himself for hav­
ing been re-elected Mayor of Victoria, a 
fact which he claimed showed conclusively 
that the citizens of Victoria approved of 
what he had done during the smallpox out­
break. Reviewing the history of the ener­
getic steps he had taken to stamp out the 
smallpox, he blamed the hon. Attorney- 
General for a panic having been caused in 
the Province. He also blamed the Attor- 
ney-General for the death of McKay while : 
being removed to the hospital, and 
in this connection read a letter from 
C. D. McKay censuring the Government 
and the officers who had charge of the 
removal. Referring to remarks made by 
the hon. Attorney-General as to his (Mr. 
Beaven’s) contention that the Health Act 
under which the Government acted last 
summer was obsolete and repealed, when 
he (Mr. Davie) wanted to know why these 
objections had not been raised in the 
Supreme court in argument on the Milne in­
junction, he replied that then was not the 
proper time to do so. In attempting to 
show that he was right, he read some 
voluminous correspondence re- u case 
stated,” as suggested by the Government in 
October, 1892. Continuing, he charged 
that the Provincial Health Officer was afraid 
to act in the same manner in Vancouver as 
he did in Victoria. Dealing with the re­
marks of Dr. Witf t, he said that the reason 
of them was th^nersonal dispute between 

• Drl Watt, jr., and himself over the pay­
ment of an account for medical services, 
which he ( Mr. Beaven) had on several oc­
casions declared to be excessive and extor­
tionate. This was the personal reason 
which would make Dr. Watt say what he , 
did about lack of energy. He said he oh-j 
jected to the compulsory removal clause of 
the Public Health bill, and would oppose
the putting of any such power in the hands 
of any executive in the Province. The 
Government had last summer acted illegal­
ly and were afraid to bring their “ laws ” 
before the Supreme court, for if they had 
done so they would have been so beaten on 
their own arguments that they would have 
had to fall back upon their servile majority 
in the House, the same as they 
did in the Kennedy case last session.

As regards the hon. Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works, he thought that 
gentleman should have been the last one in 
the world, after the kindly way he had been 
treated by the city last summer, to com­
plain about what the city officers had done. 
The city had then caused cottages to be 
built on the Jubilee Hospital ground, one 
of which cottages was occupied by Hon. 
Mr. Vernon when he had the smallpox, and 
he had never paid a cent, for it. He j 
thought that after the city had treated i 
Hon. Mr. Vernon like that, no complaint 
should have been made by him about the 
negligence of the city; on the contrary, 
that gentleman should have been grateful.

Dr. Watt replied to the hon. leader of 
the Opposition, who he said had been un­
charitable enough to impute certain motives 
to him. He entirely repudiated those mo­
tives, and warmly declared that the censure 
heaped upon the head of the leader of the 

; Opposition was so well deserved that even 
! his (Mr. Beaven’s) own friends were the ones 
| who were loudest in their complaints. It 
| was not until after eight or nine days of the 
epidemic had gone by that the Mayor at all 
realized the serious nature of the outbreak.
So far as the statement that the action of 

j the Government had created a panic was 
j concerned, he would say that the panic was 
already created before the Government took 
charge, and their action instead of creating 
a panic had allayed it.

Hon. Mr. Vernon asked leave to make 
an explanation in reply to the statement of 
the hon. the leader of the Opposition, that 
he owed a debt of gratitude to the city for 
providing him with a cottage at the Jubilee 
smallpox hospital. It was perfectly 
true, he said, that he had a cottage there, 
but he had never received any bill for its 
use, nor had he ever heard that he owed [ 
anything for it. He had been out of pocket 
over $1,000 on account of having had small­
pox, in addition to his being confined to the 
quarantine grounds, but he had never made 
any claim against the City for anything, as 
others had done. More than this, if the 
City had any claim against him he would 
be happy to settle it if they would send him 
the bill. When the City or anyone else 
had any bill against him he wanted it to be 
sent in and he would attend to it. (Ap­
plause.) j

Hon. Mr. Davie said^at without going 
over any of the ground covered in the debate > 
on Friday last, he would have a reply as' 
brief as possible to make to the remarks of 
the hqn. leader of the Opposition and the 
member for Victoria City (Dr. Milne). In 
doing this he would endeavor to avoid the 
path which both the hon. members had 
trod—that of personal abuse and personal j 
reference. He thought it was much to be j 
regretted that hon. members could not de­
bate a public question without descending, 
as they had done, to attacks first upon one 
hon. member of the House and then upon 
another. Possibly there was some excuse 
when they made a personal attack upon 
him, because he was not only a member of 
the Government, but had taken an active 
stand in the matter. When, however, they 
descended to a personal attack upon a 
private member of the House and brought 
up personal matters in relation to 
wnat had occurred between them, he 
thought they were going very much beyond 
the ordinary usages and customs of debate. 
Although these were the methods of the 
hon. leader of the Opposition he (Mr. Davie) 
would try to avoid them ; but he would at 
the same time set right some of those thil 

j on which the hon. gentlemen had inge 
ously and without explanation tried to mis­
lead the House. He would refer at the out- 

! set to the fact that the hon. leader of the 
Opposition had recently been re-elected 
Mayor of Victoria, and had, in the course 
of this debate, taken credit to himself for 
having thus had his action in connection 
with th# smallpox outbreak approved and 
endorsed by the citizens. If the hon. gen­
tleman when he had been running for 
Mayor and was canvassing for votes 
had made the smallpox question and 
his action thereon the issue ; if 
he had brought the matter up
and asked for the opinion of the people on 
|t. there might h*ye been some reason for

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

ELEVENTH DAY.
* Tuesday, Feb. 14,

The Speaker took the Chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. J. E. Coombes.

PETITIONS.
The petition from H. E. Beasley and 

ethers opposing private bill to grant certain 
water rights near Golden, was read and re­
ferred to the Private Bills committee.

GAME PROTECTION ACT.
Mr. Hall introduced a bill to amend the 

Game Protection act; bill read a first 
time, second reading on Thursday.

CENSUS RETURNS.
Mr. Brown moved, seconded by Mr. 

Kitchen “ That a respectful Address be 
presented to His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor requesting him to cause to be 
sent down to this House copies of all cor­
respondence, not printed in the Sessional 
papers of 1892, between the Government of 
this Province and the Government of the 
Dominion, relative to the census of 1891.”

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin, from the Private Bills com­

mittee reported that the rules had been 
complied with in the case of the following 
petitions: From the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of New Westminster, for incorporation; 
to incorporate a railway company to build 
from Lardeau river to the International 
boundary.

PETITION OF RIGHT.
Mr. Semlin asked the hon. Attorney- 

General the following questions, which the 
attached answers were given;

Q. Will the Government object to the 
institution by petition of right of an action 
in the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
by J. P. McLeod against the Crown for 
damages sustained by reason of the cancel­
lation of his certificate in December, 1891 ?
A. The Government will not object.

Q. Will f.he Government advise His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor to grant his 
Jiat “ that right be done ” to such petition 
of right I A. Yes.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
Dr. Milne resumed the adjourned debate 

on the Public Health Act, and reviewed the 
history of the difference of opinion between 
him and the Provincial Health Officer dur­
ing the smallpox outbreak last summer. He 
claimed that he had been unjustly treated 
in being deprived of the right of acting as 
Health Officer, and that when the Provincial 
Government took hold of it there was one 
law for the rich and another for the poor. 
There was also a law for those who were 
opposed in politics to the Government, and 
a law for those who supported the Govern­
ment. The Provincial Health Officer after 
having deprived him (Dr. Milne) of power, 
fell in with the suggestions he had made. 
The hoo. Attorney-General had said in his 
recent speech that he (Dr. Milne) had run 
away from his post of duty

Hon. Mr. Davle—Allow me to correct 
the hon. member. I said nothing of the 
kind—but a guilty conscience needs no ac­
cuser. There were a number of other 
things to which I might have referred; but 
I was as easy upon the hon. member as pos­
sible. (Laughter. )

Dr. Milne continued, explaining that he 
had gone East on private business, which 
could not be neglected, but fully a week be­
fore going had notified the Mayor and the 
Health Committee. He read a letter from 
Dr. Bryce of Ontario, which, he claimed, 
showed that he was right and Dr. Davie 
was wrong. After the Attorney-General 
had ousted him from the position of Health 
Officer, he (Dr. Milne) had appealed to the 
Courts and had been re-instated by the 
Chief Justice, although, as smallpox was 
rampant at the time, the Provincial Govern- 
ment were allowed to have control of that. 
(Laughter. ) Then the Attorney-General had 
passed an order-in-council to put the 
Sheriff in charge of the city of 
Victoria if the Mayor did not 
comply with his demands ; but the Attor­
ney-General had never dared use the power 
and would never dare to take such power to 
himself again. He found fault with the 
bill, which he claimed was an exact copy of 
the Ontario Act of 1888, but had not the 
amendments which had since been made, 
and without; which it would be unworkable. 
To show that Dr. Davie was not consistent 
in his treatment of smallpox cases and sus­
pects, he alluded to a case of smallpox 
which had been taken from the New York 
hotel last October, and said that although 
the patient had been in the hotel a week 
under the supposition that the disease was 
typhoid fever, Dr. Davie had not ordered 
the hotel to be quarantined, nor had he 
quarantined the suspects.- If he (Dr. 
Milne) had done such a thing during the 
epidemic he would have been strongly cen­
sured ; but after the epidemic was over Dr. 
Davie could do it without any complaint 
being made. He appealed to the hon. mem­
ber for Cariboo (Dr. Watt) to bear him out 
in thib statement.

Dr. Watt fully approved of the bill be­
fore the House, which would be of great 
benefit to the Province, and which, when 
once in operation, would meet with very 
little opposition. As regards the personal 
difficulty between Dr. Davie and Dr. Milne, 
he knew very little, but had some knowl­
edge of the smallpox outbreak, having been 
here at the time of the first alarm. Nearly 
all of the first cases of smallpox hftH been 
reported through himself, and he saw from 
the first that the matter was likely to be 
serious. It might have been easy to stop 
the progress of the disease if there had been 
any preparations made to meet it in the way 
of a contagious disease hospital. He knew 
that Dr Milne had done all in his power to 
cope with the disease with the appliances 
at his hand, but the advice he gave to the 
Mayor had not always been acted upon as 
promptly as was possible. With another 
Mayor there might have been a dif­
ferent story to tell. Even Mayor 
Beaven’s own friends were complaining of 
the lack of energy and action—this he (Dr. 
Watt) knew of his own knowledge, as he 
was present and heard many complaints 
made. Dr. Milne was then working on a 
magnificent salary of $2 a day, while the 
Mayor, who was so lax in his duty, was 
getting much higher pay. So far as the 
dispute between Dr. Davie and Dr. Milne 
wsb concerned, he had only to say that Dr,

Davie’s position was like that of a general 
commanding an army. His orders must be 
obeyed and should have been obeyed, and 
the discussion of them could come in after­
wards. He fully approved of the action ef 
the government in taking the management 
of smallpox affairs into their own hands 
and making the orders of the Provincial 
Health Officer supreme. This was a matter 
in which the whole Province of British 
Columbia was concerned—it was not a mat­
ter of Victoria alone, and whether they 
were right or wrong the orders 
of the Provincial Health Officer 
should have been obeyed. (Applause.)
As regards the New York House case, he 
corrected Dr. Milne. The case had not 
been in the hotel for a week but only for 
one day, and the only person really exposed 
was one girl who slept in the same room 
with the patient and who was removed to 
the suspect station. This girl did not after­
wards develop the disease. What had been
done in this case, had been whac he (Dr 
Watt) thought was right and proper, and 
his opinion had been endorsed upon consult­
ation with Dr. Davie. Subsequent events, 
too, showed that the precautions taken to 
prevent the spread of the disease had been 
all that were reasonably necessary, as no 
cases developed from this source. More­
over, there was no general epidemic at this 
time. If there had been, it might have 

| been better to have erred on the side of 
strictness, but there being none, everything 
necessary was done and the disease did not 
spread.

Hon. Mr. Vernon regretted the dreary 
discussion into which the House had drifted, 
which had been brought about by the re­
marks of the hon. leader of the Opposition, 
who, no doubt, smarting under the apparent 
indignity of last summer, when, for manifest 
reasons, he had been deprived of the power 
to deal with smallpox matters, now had to 
give vent to his feelings. And he would not 
be at all surprised if the hon. leader of the 
Opposition was already preparing an amend­
ment to the motion in order to get another 
opportunity of airing his views. (Laughter.) 
With regard to the remarks of the hon, 
member for Victoria city (Dr. Milne), all 
he would say was that everyone was liable 
to error, and there was no doubt that Dr. 
Milne had made a mistake last summer in 
his method of dealing with the smallpox 
outbreak. He did not think that a baker’s 
dozen of people in Victoria could be found 
who would say that Dr. Milne had 
not made an error, and a serious 

too. It was an unfortunate
thing that the hon. leader of the Opposition 
was also Mayor of the city of Victoria, for 
the particular bete noir of the hon. gentle­
man was the Attorney-General, and what­
ever the hon. Attorney-General did, no 
matter how much in the direction of the 
general public good, no matter how wise 
and beneficial, would be criticized and 
carped at by the hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion, who seemed utterly unable to give the 
Government the least credit for anything 
whatever that might be done. If it had 
been simply Hon. Robert Beaven, Mayor of 
Victoria, and not also leader of the Oppo­
sition, the Mayor might not then have been 
so blinded by his political prejudices, and 
he would, no doubt, have worked in har­
mony with the Government for the common 
welfare and advantage, and the Government 
would not have been compelled to take the 
whole control out of the power of the Cor-

Cation. If Hon. Mr. Beaven had not 
n a politician anxious to make every 
possible point against the Government of 

the day, there would have been no friction, 
and, instead, harmonious work could have 
been done by the Government and city 
officers.

Mr. Semlin—I quite agree with you. 
Hon. Mu, Vernon continued that when 

it was found that smallpox matters were 
being mismanaged the Government realiz­
ing the importance of having them handled 
iroperly, made a move in this direction. 
Chen, as was his wont, the leader of the 

Opposition had to do exactly the opposite. 
Continuing, he ridiculed the idea that the 
Government would have taken any action 
had they not been forced to it, and while 
he himself had been in the hospital at the 
time the Government came to the rescue, 
he heartily endorsed everything they had 
done and was sure the action would like­
wise be endorsed and applauded from one 
end of the country to the other. He re­
ferred feelingly to the unfortunate McKay 
death, which the Opposition were trying to 
make a political handle, and concluded by 
hoping that the report of the Royal Com­
mission would shortly be presented as it 
might be of considerable use in the disous-

Mr Brown regretted that sanitary mat­
ters generally in the Province did not re­
ceive that amount of consideration due 
them, and was glad the present bill would 
provide for a central board, the work of which 
would have a beneficial result. He criti­
cized some of the clauses of the bill, more 
particularly that referring to compulsory 
removal, which he said was hostile to his 
feelings. An improvement, he thought, 
could be made in the bill, by attaching as a 
schedule the Sanitary Rules issued by the 
Government last summer, which, with some 
slight amendments, would be excellent laws.

Mr. Semlin continued the debate, argu­
ing that Victoria and its Mayor were last 
summer, for political reasons, made a mark 
for the Provincial Board of Health. He 
claimed that the Provincial Board of 
Health had tried to take by the 
throat the Victoria city authorities, who 
probably at first were somewhat derelict 
in their duty, but who afterwards grappled 
with the disease, and then, just when the 
city authorities were getting some results 
for their work, the Provincial Government 
stepped in and tried to take all the credit. 
(Laughter. ) He moved, seconded by Mr. 
McKenzie, that the further discussion of 
the bill be postponed until the Royal Com­
mission report be received.

Mr. Forster favored centralization of 
power in health matters, and would sup­
port the bill.

Hon. Mr. Beaven supported the motion 
for the adjournment of the debate until the 
Royal Commission report should be brought 
down. He was sure the commissioners had 
done their duty in collecting evidence, etc., 
and he was sure also, when the report 
oaroe down, it would contain many and 
valuable suggestions. If the commissioners 
reported facts and truths, they could not 

— ho any such conclusion in regard to

I W Hat amount had the Government to us 
I credit or debit at the Government bank on 
31st December, 1892, and on 31st Janu­
ary, 1893, and what was the cash balance in 
the Deputy-Treasurer’s fund at the same

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
A ministerial dinner is to be given to­

night at 'tifèhresidence of Hon. C. E. Pooley.
The select committee on the Carpenter 

Creek claims meets this morning at 11 
o’clock.

| S. R. Robb, of the Vancouver World,
' was in the press gallery yesterday. He is 
here on a short holiday.

The Mining committee met yesterday 
morning and heard the views of a deputa­
tion of Kootenay miners, as to changea in 
the act.

Amongst the vi. rs to the House yes­
terday wçre Jas. Orr, ex-M.P.P., Sam Greer 
and D-7" y Sheriff ThoB. Armstrong, of 
Vancouver.

Dr. Watt’s bill to amend the Medical Act 
provides for the fixing ef the registration 
fee by resolution or by-law of the Council, 
and for the registration of gentlemen hold­
ing an Imperial qualification.

A deputation of trades union men wait­
ed upon the Government yesterday tosuggest 
some some slight amendments to the Indus­
trial Disputes bill. They express themselves 
as much1 pleased with the measure as a

The text of the judgment of the Supreme 
Court of Canada in the County Courts ap­
peal case, sustaining the validity of Provin­
cial legislation, was distributed to members 
yesterday. It appeared in the Colonist 
some tinte ago.

Mr

After

|e'"2 “• tie would h„e much
£E«re m assisting in the inquiry, which 
honed, would remit in the settlement of 

ich vexed question.
Semlin drew attention to the rules 
provide that select committees shall 
Ve more than five members, 

some considerable discussion,
Mr. Davie said that there was 

eason why the committc. should 
° , ‘‘»ll of the members from the in- 

districts. The question before the 
ewss °„e which hid given th.Goi- 

,eut much concern, and he was sure the 
'«nation which wculd be gathered hv committee would he of great ÜsT.nd 
■stance m settling the difficulty.
ich'wHl,'NT™_,e"l>P?rted l|ie motion 
i -h Was carried unanimously. ’

, *• C. SOUTH .CRN RAILWAY.

B oT “trMU7 Ml ‘o -mend 
»• V. §optfoern Railway Act • -ead a

Hr

it time and referred to Railway com- 
ttee.

KOOTENAY CENTRAL RAILWAY.
Mr Croft introduced a bill to incorpor­

ée Kootenay Central Railway Co.; 
d a first time and referred to Railway 
nmittee.

RED MOUNTAIN RAILWAY CO.
Mr. Croft introduced a bill to incorpor- 

the Red Mountain Railway Co. ; read a 
it time and referred to Railway com- 
ttee.

BREEDING STOCK ACT.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read- 
{ of the Breeding Stock act, which he ex- 
lined as being for the purpose of permit- 
g a constable to take charge of stock 
nning at large.
The bill was read a second time, to be 
mmitted to-morrow.

agisters bill.
The House went into committee of the 
lole on the Agisters bill, Mr. Kitchen in 

chair. The committee reported the 
1 complete with amendments.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
Hon. Mr. Beaven, rising to a question of 
vilege, said that he saw by the votes 
d proceedings of Friday that » couple of 
endments he had made to the Arbitra- 
n bill in committee, were not printed in 
a votes and proceedings as now laid 
fore the House. He suggested that 

amendments should be printed 
>m day to day in the votes and proceed- 
;s so that omissions of the kind, if 
y, conld be rectified.
Hon. Mr. Davie said the amendments 
the bill wers only to rectify what might 

called printer’s omissions. They ap- 
red in the amended bill.

Mr. Smith explained that he was chair- 
in of the committee, and the two “amend- 
nts” the hon. leader of the Opposition 
[erred to as being omitted from the votes 
d proceedings were the words “ in ” and 
to.” (Laughter.)
Hon. Mr. Beaven wanted the amend- 
ints inserted in the records.
Hon. Mr. Davie said he thought it was 
■rying the matter altogether too far i ' 
ery time an i was not dotted or a t wa# 
t crossed a record must be made upon the 
tea and proceedings He drew attention 
an error in the Agisters bill where a word 
d been wrongly spelled. Because ope let- 
■ was out of place or a word was mis- 
elled was a record of the correction to be 
ide ? All substantial or material amend- 
nts would be recorded, but there was 

ch a thing as carrying the thing too far.
The matter droppei

MINERAL BILL.
The House went into committee of the 
îole on the Mineral bill, Mr. Booth in the 
air. Bill reported complete with amend-

INSANE ASYLUMS BILL.
The House went into committee of the 
lole on the Insane Asylum’s bill, Mr. 
igers in the chair.
There was a lengthy discussion on the 
iuse as to who should have the power of 
remitting a lunatic to the asylum. Fin- 
y the clause passed as in the bill.
After further discussion the committee 
>orted progress, and asked leave to sit

petitions.
Hon. Col. Baker presented a petition 
m certain residents of Golden against a 
vate bill to grant certain water rights. 
The following petitions were read and 
erred to the Private Bills committee : 
’rom the Lord Bishop of New VVestmin- 
r, to incorporate the Synod of the Church 
England in the Diocese of New West-

Trom the Right Rev. Paul Durien, Roman 
tholic Bishop of New Westminster, to 
orporate the Catholic Bishop of New 
sstminster.
rom D. Oppenheimer, J. C. Keith, and 
J. Gambie, to incorporate Whetham 

lege.
Yom D. A. Smith and R. B. Angus, to 
idate certain conveyances of real estate 
icuted by the petitioners’ attorneys in 
t.
'he House adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

notices of motion.
ly Hon. Mr. Beaten : For a return 
wing the section of the act under which 

i land was purchased, the minerals of the 
>wn grant (if any), the name, acreage, 
ce per acre, and district from which the 
n of $213,519.41 has been received at the 
saury from the sale of Crown lands for 
i fiscal year 1891-2.
ly Hon. Mr. Beaven : For a copy of the 
nion given by Dr. Bourinot as to the 
ver and privileges of the Legislative As- 
)bly, for which a fee of $100 was paid, as 
’ public accounts for 1891-2. 
ly Hon. Mr. Beaven : For the names of 
h mining recorder and mining district in 

Province, date of appointment and 
ablishment of same ; also for the date 
>n which each recorder was notified by 
Minister of Mines that the Mineral Act 

1 Amendment Act 1892 had been 
sed by the Legislative Assembly.

NOTICE OF QUESTION, 
ly Mr. Beaven : To ask the Minister of 
ance and Agriculture what was the total 
enue and expenditure from July 1 to 
iember 31, 1892? What was the amount 
evenue brought to account at the Treas­
uring the first six months of the fiscal 

r 1892 93, on account of land sales



this argument;this argument; .aiu uk «i «.ho mat^ar 
waa the horf.'gentleman took very good 
care to be “down" oh that subject and to 
refrain from introducing it in his speeches. 
If he had made the attempt, as he would 
now let the House believe he had, to justify 
his own action, it would have been a differ­
ent matter; but he had studiously avoir1 1 
the question, knowing fall well tu c 
although the citizens of Victoria were 
lenient, although they recognized, as all hon 
members of the House did, many good 
qüalities in him, still he knew that beyond 
all measure this would be a dangerous ques­
tion for him to refer to. Hence it was 
that when he was canvassing, he took 
good care to say nothing about matters 
which he to-day debated.

Hon. Mr. Beaten—You are altogether

Hon. Mr. Davie replied that he was 
not wrong.. The hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion had taken good care to discuss all sorts 
of civic matters, but never once did he 
make mention of what he now called the 
Government’s interference. He (Mr. Beaven) 
might have said something of health mat­
ters and doubtless he did so, but he took 
good eare never on the public platform dur­
ing the election, to challenge the Govern­
ment’s action in regard to the smallpox. 
Continuing, Mr. Davie said that he had, on 
Friday last,showed that there was every rea­
son why the Government had interfered as 
it did, and, moreover, the Government would 
have been untrue to its duty if it had not 
done so, and that the consequences would 
have been very serious, indeed, if there had 
been no intervention. He would now claim 
the indulgence of the House while he briefly 
replied to some of the statements of hon. 
gentlemen opposite in regard to what oc­
curred after that. Owing, however, to the 
lateness of the hour, he would move the 
adjournment of the debate.

The House adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

By Hon. Mr. Beaven : To cause to be 
brought down copies of all orders-in- 
council nut published referring to the out­
break of smallpox in the Province last year, 
and any correspondence between the mem­
bers or officers of the Government and the 
various municipalities in the Province on 

I the same subject.
LEGISLATIVE NOTES.

The Mining committee meets this morn-

To-day is Ash Wednesday. The House 
will sit as usual.

A number of petitions were printed and 
distributed yesterday.

Invitations are out for a Speaker’s dinner 
on the evAiBtfg €F?9e 22nd.

I Mr; Hall was in his seat again yesterday 
after a trip up the Fraser valley, _

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

TWELFTH DAY.
Wednesday, Feb% 15, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. J. E. Coombes.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Cotton presented a petition from 

;he Burrsrd Inlet and Fraser Valley Rail­
way Company for an extension of tipie in 
their original Act.

REPORTS OF COMMITTÈES.
Mr. Martin, from the Private Bills com­

mittee, reported that the rules had been 
complied with in the case of the petition 
from His Lordship Bishop Sillitoe for incor­
poration.

NORTHERN MAIL SERVICE.
Mr. Hall moved, seconded by Mr. Booth, 

“That a resolution be presented to the 
Lieut.-Governor requesting that he will 
cause to be pointed out to the Dominion 
Government the very urgent necessity 
ifbiçh exists for the providing of an effi­
cient mail service on wnat is known as the 
Northern coast route of this Province by 
steamers of good speed and accommodation, 
equal in all respects to the American 
steamers plying to Alaska. The present 
requirements are as hereunder, viz: Vio-

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. that nothing would ever be done to take it 
away from them. But assuming, for the sake 
of argument, that the Government would 
have passed a measure of that kind, surely 
in the nine or ten months since that matter 
was before the House before there had been 
time for them to bring their action ? And 
in that time what opportunity would the 
Government have had to come before the 
House and ask for legislation ? The hon. 
gentleman had said on Friday fast that the 
debate had come upon him unexpectedly or 
else that he would have been prepared to 
have shown that the Health Act under 
which the rules and regulations were issued 
last summer, was repealed and obsolete. 
He (Mr. Beaven) had had another chance 
yesterday to favor the House with this argu­
ment, but nothing had been beard of it then 
Replying to what Dr. Milne had said about 
the Government trying t.o deprive him of all 
the powers of Health Officer for the city of 
Victoria, he said the Government wanted to 
do nothing of the kind. They simply 
wanted to have control of smallpox matters, 
which were being mismanaged by the city, 
and the Government did get this control, 
and exercieed it until they had stopped the 
spread of the disease. He briefly recalled the 
circumstances of the “ case stated ’’ which 
had been proposed to be submitted to the 
Supreme Court, and which would have been 
submitted bad not the City Council, after 
asking the Government for aid, made other 
arrangements so that the money asked for 
was not required. As to the charge that 
the Government had threatened to put the 
sheriff in charge,all hewouldeay was thattbe 
Citÿ^efused or hesitated io pay certain b lit 
contracted for labor, supplies, etc., and the 
Government came to the rescue and, having 
paid the bills, provided a means for collect 
ing the money from the City, but it had 
never been necessary to use that process to 
collect it as the Council repaid every dollar 
of the money expended on its account,

i unfair thing now to attack th
I lent for thelractive endeavors to 
f ipread of the disease at a time 
'were placed in such an awkward 
(Hear, hear.) Concluding, he woi 
those hon. gentlemen who had iHon. Mr Beaven moved, seconded by 

Mr. Semlin: That an older of the House be 
gr.nled for the following : (a) The n.me. of 
moh mining recorder .od mining di.trict in 
the Provmee the date of appointment .nd 
eetoblwbing of the ..me ; (b) the d.t, npo„ 
which each mining recorder was notified bv
a”, woi‘t!r0f JMines ,hlt ,h« ‘Mineral 
Act, 1891, Amendment Act, 1892,’ bad been 
pawd hv the Legislative Assembly.”

Hon. Mr. Davik said there was no ques­
tion about giving the information, but it
w°" ;"V>0,‘8,h!e tn *ive that Mked for in
psrt (b) of the resolution.

AIK hunter thought it would be better 
for the hon. leader-of the Opposition to with­

draw his motion, whiÿfwould not result in 
any good. *"*'

Hon. Mr. Vernon moved in amendment 
that clause (b) be struck out.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said that the way the 
government was acting in this matter just 
ihowed that the ministers were a lot of in­
competent nobodies, who didn't have 
brains enough even to notify a mining re­
corder of changes in the Act.

Hon. Mr. Vebnon—Very clever! (Laugh­
ter.)

Hon. Mr. Beaven—Yes. (Renewed
laughter. )

Hon. Col. Baker said the Government 
would indeed be showing a want of brains 
if ;t would permit such a stupid and ridicul­
ous motifcu U> gi? through the House. Such 
resolutions were only brought forward by 
the hon. leader of the Opposition for effect 
—there was such a short distance between 
bis mouth and the gallery. (Laughter.)

The amendment carried on the following 
division

Ayes—Messrs. Fletcher, Rogers, Hunter, 
Croft, Martin, Turner, Nason, Hall, Booth, 
Stoddart, Vernon, Davie, Baker, Watt, 
Smith, Kellie and Punch—17.

Nays—Messrs. Semlin, McKenzie, Sword, 
Kitchen, Cotton, Milne, Beaven, Brown, 
Forster and Keith—10.

QUESTIONS.
Hon. Mr. Beaven asked the hon. Finance 

Minister the following questions :
1. What was the total revenue and ex­

penditure from 1st July to 31st December, 
1892?

2. What was the amount of revenue 
brought to account at the Treasury during 
the first six months of the fiscal year 1892- 
93 on account of land sales !

3. (a ) What amount had the Govern­
ment to ita debit or credit at the Govern­
ment bank on 31et December, 1 <92, (6) and 
on 31el January, 1893, and what waa the 
cash balance in the Deputy Treasurer's 
hands at the same dates ?

The replies given were as follows :
1— Revenue, $468,850.87 ; expenditure, 

$685,090.98.
2— $156,612.74.
3— (o)Cr.; $580,160.23; \b) Cr., $602,- 

100.70.
Cash deposited in Deputy-Treasurer’s 

hands 31st Dec., 1892, $11,169.88 ; 31st 
Jan., 1893, $7,307.08.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
Hon. Mil Davie resumed the adjourned 

debate on the Public Health Act. He said 
that the amendment of the hon. member 
for Yale (Mr. Semlin) had undoubtedly been 
moved for only one purpose, and that was 
to allow the debate to be continued by the 
hon. leader of the Opposition. The House 
had no guarantee of when the report of the 
Royal Commission would be sent down, or 
if it would be sent down at all in time for 
the present session. That report would no 
doubt contain very many valuable sugges­
tions, which would, however, not be of very 
much use in framing the Health Act, which 
was drawn upon the lines adopted in other 
parte of the world ; but when it came to 
passing rules and regulations under the Act 
which was now being considered, those sug­
gestions would be very useful indeed. He 
approved of the suggestion that had been 
made during the course of the debate by

Ithe hon. member for New Westminster dis­
trict to add to the bill aa an appendix the 
rules and regulations in regard to sanitary 
matters that had been issued by the Gov­
ernment last summer. The suggestion was 
well worthy of consideration, and very 
likely before the Uffltiwaa through committee 
of the whole, the xlonae would have the

amendments to be .made in commi 
the Government would bq nappy 
any Amendment In the direction of 
clple of the bill—the preeorVatioi 
public health.

The second reading of the bill w 
and the amendment rejected on th 
ibg division, vit.;

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Davie, 
Stoddart, Booth, Nason, Pooley, 
Rogers, Croft, Hunter, Martin, 
Fletcher, Watt, Keith, Forster, 
Smith, Horne, Kellie, Cotton, Pm 
chen, Sword—25.

Nays—Messrs. Beaven, Milne, 
and Semlin—4.

married women’s property
Hon. Mr. Davie moved the 

ing of a bill to amend the Married 
Property Act.

Bill read a second time ; to be c< 
to-morrow.

registration of births,
On the motion to consider the 

the committee of the whole on tb 
amend the Births, Deaths, and * 
Act, several amendments were 
Further consideration was postpom 

VANCOUVER INCORPORATION à

Mr. Cotton introduced a bill 
the Vancouver Incorporation Act. 
first time and referred to the Pri’ 
committee.

BREEDING STOCK BILL.
The House went into committ 

whole on a bill to amend the Breed) 
Act. Bill reported complete 
amendment. Report adopted and 
a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at 6:30 o’cl

poor, he instanced the case of the removal 
i of Hon. Forbes G. Vernon, who, though he 
j wou'.d have liked to have remained in bis own 
| house, where he was as comfortable as any 
man could be under such circumstances, 
had been one of the first patients to 
be taken out to the Jubilee quar­
antine station. Dealing again with the cir­
cumstances of the unfortunate death of the 
man McKay, he showed by indisputable 
evidence that both the medical health of­
ficer, Dr. Milne, and the medical 
gentleman. Dr. Crompton, who had 
charge of the case, knew the re­
moval was to take place and had 
not raised one word of protest against it to 
the officer who had charge of the removals. 
The inevitable contusion to be drawn from 
this fact was that they anticipated no 
danger or they would have made some ob­
jection. He (Mr. Davie) did not blame any­
one for the man’s death, but he now blam«d 
the hon. gentleman opposite for so disingen­
uously trying to cast a calumny on the 
authorities for what they never complained 
of at the time when it was their duty to 
have done so, if they had seen any cause. 
For hon. gentlemen opposite b» 
say there had been any politioal an­
imus in the action of the Govern­
ment during the smallpox outbreak 
was a foul untruth, for a ghastly time it 
would have been to mix. up politics with 
health matters when the.ïe was aanger of the 
loathsome disease Spreading to all parts of 
the Province, because of the neglect of the 
Victoria City authorities in handling the 
disease until ithere were thirty-five to fifty

had been done for the British Columbia 
Coast settlements by the Dominion Govero-
____  He compared the excellent service to
Alaska by the American liners, with what \ 
the Canadian Government had given its * 
people, and concluding aaid he hoped the 
resolution would not only be carried, but 
would be urged upon the Dominion Govern­
ment by the Executive of the Province.

Hos. Mr. Turner, after congratulating 
the mover of the resolution on his persist­
ency in bringing forward the question year 
aft- r year, promised in this case more

Crticularly that the subject matter ahould 
urged upon the Dominion Government. 

T1 • cost of a mail service to the Northern 
Coast would not be very great, as it 
was all waterway and would not coat so 
much as overland. He was sorry to spy, 
however, that the efforts of the Provincial 
Government to get justice from the Do­
minion Government were not always as 
successful aa they ahould be. He would Be 
very glad once more to urge this Important 
matter upon them.

The resolution carried.
DR. BOCRINOT'a OPINION.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved, seconded by 
Mr. Semlin, “ That an order of the House 
be granted for a return showing the section 
of the act under which the land was pur­
chased, the numerals of the Crown grant (if 
any ’he name, acreage, price per acre, and 
dl ■ t, from which the anm of $213,519.41 
bae ..era received at the Treasury from the 
s*l • Oçwn lands for the fiscal year
X -82."K ----— ... woo,d b.gJ.J

dn.n st the

--Hi. TTniw». .Tnitg. Rote, of New W^min.

ster, had a seat on the floor of the House 
yesterday.

Mr. Keith having failed to move his anti- 
Chinese resolution on the day for which it 
was set, under rule 25 it drops from the 
order paper. It will be brought np again, 
however.

The committee to inquire into the claims 
of certain parties to lands near the mouth
of Carpenter Creek met yesterday morning | 
and examined the witnesses. It meets ' 
again on Friday.

Members of the Vancouver bar had an 
interview with the Government on Monday 
to orge amendments to various acta. They 
also want aid from the Government for a 
law library in Vancouver.

privileges
which a fee of $100 was paid, as per page 24 I 
of the Public Accounts for 1891-92.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he did not know j 
how much the opinion was worth, Mr. 
Bourinot being some officer of the House of 
Commons—librarian, he thought—and he be­
lieved the author of some constitutional 
work. When the Kennedy Bros, were 
at the bar of the House last year, he (Mr. 
Beaven) was of opinion that a mistake had 
been made, and evpreeeed the opinion that 
the Speaker and every member of the House 
were personally liable to an action for 
damages. He did not blame Mr. Speaker, 
who no doubt was acting conscientiously, 
but waa-wrongly advised by the Attomey- 
Generpl.

Hoi. Col. Baker rose to a question of 
privilege. The bon. leader of the Opposition 
was i* sting a reflection on a previous vote 
Ot th' ouse.

H« . Mr. Beaven continued, when,
> . Hajx rose to a question of privilege, 

calling attention to the fact that the hon. 
leader of the Opposition was talking to the 
galleries, end was not confining himself to 
the question. ( Laughter. )

Mr. Speaker ruled Mr. Beaven in order.
Hon. Mr. Beaven continued that he had 

no doubt if the House had not been pro­
rogued last year when it was, the courts 
would have decided that the Attorney- 
General was wrong.

Hon. Mr. Davik said that the hon. leader 
of the Opposition and his friends the Ken­
nedy* need have no apprehension that the 
Government would ask for an act to in­
demnify them for what had occurred in con­
nection with the Kennedy matter. The ob­
servations of the hon. gentleman about 
what had been done by the House last ses­
sion would only remind hon. members of 
the House that his legal opinions were gen­
erally almost exactly opposite to the opin­
ions of legal tribunals of the land. There 
would be no objection to the opinion of Dr. 
Bourinot being brought down, when it 
would be found^tojtie exactly in accord with

a thing of the past now. When there had 
been danger and widespread panic the Gov­
ernment had come to the rescue, and then 
the men who were now vilest in their at­
tacks had nothing but praise for them;

It was an-
but when the atmosphere had cleared, then 
there was nothing but abuse, 
other illustration of the old

“When the devil was sick
The devil a monk would be.
When the devil got well.
The oevll a monk wes he."

Mr. Cotton said that a number of the 
hon. members on his side of the House were 
agreed that a measure such as the Public 
Health Act waa advisable. He would like 
to see the rules appended, but was well 

j aware that for oases of epidemic and emer­

gency no rules which would cover every- “ 
thing could be made until the epidemic or 
emergency arose. The principle of the bill 
had his hearty support, and he was satis­
fied that in committee some minor amend­
ments could be made, which would com­
plete it so that it would work satisfactorily.

Dr. Milne again spoke, covering the 
same ground a» previously.

Mr. Hunt*? said that he would support 
the measure on ita merits, and if its provi­
sions were strict they were just what was

(Mr. Dai

required /or the Province of British Colum­
bia.

Mr. H*#ne considered the general provi­
sions of the bill good, but some amend­
ments in committee would improve it. He 
would support the second reading.

Hon. Mb. Pooley continued the debate, 
and warmly repudiated the suggestion that 
had been thrown out by hon. members op­
posite that the Government had, last sudd 
mer, acted in the emellpox matter with a 
politioal motive. What the Government 
had done was done in the cause ot humanitythe opinions of_the court, supporting the

House, they mold rest assured and for the public good alone, and it was



t nothing would ever be done to take It 
from them. But assuming, for the sake 

! argument, that the Government would1 
ve passed a measure of that kind, surely 

! the nine or ten months since that matter 
s before the House before there had been 
ie for them to bring their action ? And 
that time what opportunity would the 
wernment have had to come before the 
buse and ask for legislation ? The hon. 
ntleman had said on Friday Jast that the 
pate had come upon him unexpectedly or 
be that he would have been prepared to 
Ive shown that the Health Act under 
hich the rules and regulations were issued 
Bt summer, was repealed and obsolete, 
b (Mr. Beaven) had had another chance 
Isterday to favor the House with this argu­
ent, but nothing had been heard of it then 
fplying to what Dr. Milne had said about 

Government trying to deprive him of all 
powers of Health Officer for the city of 

|ctoria, he said the Government wanted to 
nothing of the kind. They simply 

ited to have control of smallpox matters, 
pich were being mismanaged by the city, 

the Government did get this control', 
exercised it until they had stopped the 

read of the disease. He briefly recalled the 
Icumstanccs of the “ case stated ’’ which 
Id been proposed to be submitted to the 
Ipreme Court, and which would have been 
Emitted bad not the City Council, after 
ting the Government for aid, made other 
l-angements so that the money asked for 

b not required. As to the charge that 
Government had threatened to put the 

Briflf in charge, all he would say was thatthe 
bÿWused or hesitated 10 pay certain b lit 
jntracted for labor, supplies, etc., and the 
Ivernment came to the rescue and, having 
*" 1 the bills, provided a means for collect- 

the money from the City, but it had 
rer been necessary to use that process to 

llect it as the Council repaid every dollar 
I the money expended on its account, 
ie $4,000, showing that they regarded it

à just and proper claim. He ridiculed 
statement made by the hon. leader of 
Opposition that the Health Rules 

Ere unintelligible, etc., and had to be 
■ended from time to time, showing 
it there had really been no amendments 
de, and that the supplementary rules 

a but additions for particular purposes, 
x) the charge that the Government had 

i law for the rich and another for the 
|>r, he instanced the case of the removal 
|Hon. Forbes G. Vernon, who, though he 

u'.dhave liked to have remained in his own 
Lee, where he was as comfortable as any 

, oould be under such circumstances, 
been one of the first patients to 

taken out to the Jubilee quar- 
a station. Dealing again with the cir- 

istances of the unfortunate death of the 
i McKay, he showed by indisputable 

jdence that both the meu'cal health of- 
Dr. Milne, and the medical 

Itleman, Dr. Crompton, who had 
Irge of the case, knew the re- 
Tal was to take place and had 
I raised one word of protest against it to 
I officer who had charge of the removals, 
p Inevitable conclusion to be drawn from 
i fact was that they anticipated no 
iger or they would have made some ob- 
iion. He (Mr. Davie) did not blame aoy- 
I for the man’s death, but he now blamed 
J hon. gentleman opposite for so disingea' 
lsly trying to oast a calumny on the 
■horities for what they never complained 
It the time when it was their duty 
|e done so, if they had seen any cause, 

hon. gentlemen oppoaite t» 
there had been any political an- 

i in the action of the Govern- 
lt daring the smallpox outbreak 
1 a foul untruth, for » ghastly time it 
lid have been to mix. up politics with 
|th matters when the.ïe was danger of the 
Ihsorae disease Spreading to all parts of 
1 Province, because of the neglect of the 
Jtorta City authorities in handling the 

a until (there were thirty-five to fifty 
The Government was taunted be- 

a it had not interfered with the City 
Ihorities in Vancouver, New Westmin- 

j- and Nanaimo. Why should they have 
|e so when those City authorities were 
jling promptly With the disease and taking 
|ry necessary step to prevent its spread ?
1 took decided exception to the statement 
lion, gentlemen opposite that the Gov- 
Ement had employed unqualified men, 
lit was a well known tact that they had 
lired the services of the very beat men 
Eilable, men who, like Dr. Davie, Dr.

tell and Dr. Wade, stood high in the 
Iks of their profession. Concluding, he 
Irred to the f ict that the smallpox was 
Jiing of the past now. When there had 
En danger and widespread panic the Gov- 
Iment had come to the rescue, and then 
I men who were now vilest in their at- 
ks had nothing but praise for them; 
jwhen the atmosphere had cleared, then 
Ire was nothing but abuse. It was an- 
|er illustration of -the old saw:

“When the devil was sick 
■The devil a monk would be.
EWhen the devil got well,
|The oevil a monk wee he.”

. Cotton said that a number of the ,
. members on his side of the House were / 
led that a measure such as the Public 

h Act was advisable. He would like 
the rules appended, but was well 

i that for oases of epidemic and emer- / |

no rules which would cover every- P 
could be made until the epidemic or 

jency arose. The principle of the bill 
iis hearty support, and he was satis- 

Ehat in committee some minor amend- 
could be made, which would com- 

|it so that it would work satisfactorily. 
Milne again spoke, covering the 

ground a» previously.
,. Hunter said that he would support 
ieasure on its merits, and if its provi- 
were strict they were just what was 
ed /or the Province of British Colum-

. Hw#ne considered the general provi­
nt the bill good, but some amend- 
[ in .committee would improve it. He 

b the second reading.
Ïb. Pooley continued the debate, 

repudiated the suggestion that 
i thrown out by hon. members op- 

b the Government had, last sum'
___ l in the smallpox matter with a
ial motive. What the Government 

a was done in the cause ot humanity 
r the public good alone, and it was

I
f i unfair thing now to attack the Govern- 
I lent for their active endeavors to stop the 
I ipread of the disease at a time when they 
| were placed in such an awkward position.

I (Hear, hear.) Concluding, he would say to 
I those hon. gentlemen who had suggested 
I amendments to be .made in committee, that 
! the Government would be nappy to âOûfept 
I any Amendment In the direction of the prin- 
! clple of the bill—the preservation of the 

publie health.
rThe second reading of the bill was carried 

and the amendment rejected on the follow­
ing division, vît.:

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Davie, Vernon, 
Stoddart, Booth, Nason, Pooley, Turner, 
Rogers, Croft, Hunter, Martin, Anderson, 
Fletcher, Watt, Keith, Forster, Brown, 
Smith, Horne, Kellie, Cotton, Punch, Kit- 

I chen, Sword—25.
Nays—Messrs. Beaven, Milne, McKenzie 

[ and Semlin—4.
MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­
ing of a bill to amend the Married Women’s 

| Property Act.
Bill read a second time ; to be committed 

|| to-morrow.
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, ETC.

On the motion to consider the report of 
the committee of the whole on the bill to 
amend the Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
Act, several amendments were inserted. 
Further consideration was postponed. 

VANCOUVER INCORPORATION ACT.
Mr. Cotton introduced a bill to amend 

the Vancouver Incorporation Act. Read a 
first time and referred to the Private Bills 
committee.

BREEDING STOCK BILL.
r. The House went into committee of the

II' whole on a bill to amend the Breeding Stock 
Act. Bill reported complete without, 
amendment. Report adopted and bill read 

| a third time and passed.
The House adjourned at 5:30 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament. \

THIRTEENTH DAY.
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. J. E. Coombes.

PETITIONS.

Petitions were presented as follows :
By Mr. Horne : From T. Dunn, H. T. 

Ceperley and others, to incorporate the 
Vancouver Smelter Co.

By Dr. Watt : From D. Oppenheimer, 
H. Abbott and o.-hers, re Ashcroft and Cari­
boo Railway Co.

By Mr. Kitchen : From the Chilliwack 
Railway Co. for an extension of time.

The petition from the Burrard Inlet and 
Fraser Valley Railway Co. for a private 
bill was read and referred to the Private 
Bills committee.

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT.
Mr. Keith rose to move the second read­

ing of a bill to amend the Coal Mines 
Regulation Act.

Hon. Mr. Pooley asked the hon. mem­
ber to allow his bill to remain over, as he 
would shortly have information which 
would be of interest to the House.

The second reading was postponed.
MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.

Dr. Watt moved the second reading of a 
bill to amend the Medical Act, which he ex­
plained was for the purpose of permitting 
the registration of gentlemen holding an Im­
perial qualification.

_ Dr. Milne stated that the Medical Coun­
cil wished to have the power of making 
English graduates pay a fee.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said he would support 
the second reading of the bill, which he 
thought was a move in the right direction. 
He thought it was proper that English 
graduates should pay their fee when they 
came here.

Hon. Mr. Vernon thought there should 
be a limit to the fee which the Couàcil could 
fix.

Mr. Cotton wanted to know if it was the 
intention of the Council to impose one fee 
for those passing the examination here and 
another and higher fee for English gra-

Dr. Watt explained that the Council had 
no such intention.

The bill was read a second time.
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES BILL.

The House went into committee of the 
whole on the Industrial Disputes bill. Dr. 
Watt in the chair. The committee rose and 
reported the bill complete with amend­
ments.

ADJOURNMENT.
Hon. Mr. Vernon suggested that the 

House should consider if, in the absence of 
the hon. Attorney-General, it would sit to­
morrow (Friday).

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought the House 
could get along quite well without the At­
torney-General. (Laughter.)

Mr. Cotton drew attention to the fact 
that the time for receiving petitions for 
private bills expires on Friday, and it would 
not be keeping faith with the promoters of 
such measures if they should be shut out 
from presenting petitions.

The matter dropped, and the House ad­
journed at 5.30 until 2 p.m. to-morrow 
(Friday).

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Hon. Mr. Beaven : For an order of 

the House for a return showing the revenue 
collected at Ainsworth, Kootenay, under 
the different heads of receipt during the 
fiscal year 1891-1892, and from 1st July 
to 31st December, 1892.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
By Hon. Mr. Beaven ; To ask if the 

smallpox commission have reported to the 
Government; if so, on wh&t date was the 
report received by the Government ?

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
One of the bills to be discussed to-day 

will be that to amend the School act. There 
will be some debate.

Tenders for the new Vancouver court­
house were opened yesterday, and are now 
under consideration. The contract will be 
awarded in the course of a few days.

To-day is the last opportunity this session 
for presenting petitions for private bills. 
There are several of them yet to come in 
and the time will not be further extended.

There are-twenty-three private and pub­
lic bills now before the House and others

Jet to come. Some of the members are 
oping that a good deal of the work will be 
cleared off before the piece de resistance, the 

Redistribution bill, is brought down. 
Yesterday’s session of the Legislature was

Îuiet and of little interest. The Labor 
Hsputes bill went through committee with 
few amendments—none of any importance. 

There were some amendments proposed, 
he wever, but after a short discussion they 
were withdrawn, and will come up on re-

l2$)VINCIAL legislature.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament. 

FOURTEENTH DAY.
Friday, Feb. 17, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. J. E. Coombes. 

petitions.
Petitions were presented as follows :
By Mr. Kellie : From S. H. Green, E.

E. Coy,vJ. F. Wardner, E. -C. Kilbourne 
and others, for incorporation as the Kaslo 
Electric Light, Power and Water Works 
Co., Limited.

By Dr Watt : From John M. Buck, 
Henry Anderson and C. D. Mason, for in­
corporation as the Kaslo Tramway and 
Electric Lighting Co., Limited.

By Mr. Eberts : From J. H, Brownlee 
and others, to incorporate a company to 
build a motor line of railway from Victoria 
City to Cordova Bay.

By Mr. Martin : For a charter to build 
a railway from Nelson to the Upper Arrow 
Lake.

By Mr. Martin : Prom residents of Yale 
district, for a grant for a wagon road. (Ruled 
out of order. )

By Dr. Milne: From J. N. Muir re 
teacher's certificate.

The following petitions were read and re­
ceived :

«FrCm Thomas Dunn, A. St. G. Hamers- 
ley and H. T. Ceperley o incorporate the 
Vancouver Smelting ar Mining Company.

From the Ashcroft a . Cariboo Railway 
Company, to amend t. r Corporate Act.

From the Chilliwac Railway Company, 
to amend their Corporate Act.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin, from the Private Bills com­

mittee, reported that -th rules had been 
complied with in the case- of the following 
petitions : To construct a "ship canal from 
Burrard inlet to Pitt river ; to incorporate 
Whetham College ; to incorporate the B.C. 
College; to incorporate the Y.M.C.A.; to 
extend the time for the construction of the 
Bnrrard Inlet railway.

The repQrt was received.
CHINESE RESTRICTION.

Mr. Keith moved, seconded by Dr. Milne,
'* Whereas the ‘ Chinese Immigration Act 
of Canada ’ has proven in a measure bene­
ficial, but in some respects defective, more 
especially as the filth section permits vessels 
to carry one Chinese immigrant to any part 
of Canada for every fifty tons of its tonnage; 
but we are of opinion that a much larger re­
striction should be imposed, and fewer 
Chinese carried on each vessel or their im­
portation prohibited ; and whereas the 
eighth section imposes only an entrance 
duty of fifty dollars on every person of Chin­
ese origin entering Canada, when five hun­
dred dollars is, in our opinion, the lowest 
entrance duty that should be charged if 
Chinese are allowed to enter Canada at all ; 
and whereas the fourth sub-section of th%'

of fifty dollars shall not apply to any Chi­
nese person who resided or was within Cà'.'tf 
ada on first January, 1886 ; and whereas, 
under the provisions of chapter 25, 55-56 
Victoria (1892), intituled “ An Act to fur­
ther amend the * Chinese Immigration 
Act,’ ” which was passed by the Parliament 
of Canada as a substitute for section thir­
teen of the “Chinese Immigration Act;” 
chapter 67 of the Revised Statutes of Can­
ada, enables a Chinese to leave and return 
to Canada on payment of only one entrance 
fee ; Be it therefore resolved, that a re-

rtful address be presented to His Honor 
Lieutenant-Governor, requesting hint 

to move the Dominion Government to cause 
the ‘ Chinese Immigration Act of Canady ’< 
to be made more restrictive in the manner 
Indicated.”

Mr. Keith quoted statistics 
contention set forward that the 
were spreading all over the 
argned that if there were not great**- Kf- 
strictions placed on their coming into RrH-1 
ish Columbia the country would u oa£-'\ £ 
overrun with them. He claimed that* 
15,000 Chinese here sent away two to tj 
millions of dollars each year to China.

Dr. Milne also spoke.
Hon. Mr. Turner congratulated the 

hon. member on his consistency -and 
sincerity in bringing up the question from 
year to year; but at the same time he could 
not agree with him in many material points 
and could not see his way clear to vote for 
the resolution. After showing that a great 
many figures which had been given by hon. 
members who had spoken were unreliable, 
he emphatically declared that he did not 
stand in his place as an advocate of Chinese 
immigration. But the question was a 
serious one for many of the industries of the 
Province. Take for instance the salmon 
canneries, which could not be run this year 
without Chinese. Either this industry 
must sink or else cheap labor must be em­
ployed, either Chinese or some other 
class. There were say 1,500 Chinese 
employed in the canneries tod over 
a thousand white men who got good wages. 
This year there would be at least one ( mil­
lion dollars paid out in the Province in-iaon- 
nection with the salmon canneries, niil .nef 
this money coming direct from tha>:dld1 
Country. He combatted the stateq&flt 
that the Chinese employed in the canneÿes 
did not spend much money. He could 
show from the books of various concerns 
that this was not correct, but on the con­
trary the fact was that they were large 
buyers of various kinds of goods of Canadian 
and British manufacture. Dealing with 
some of the figures advanced by the hon. 
member for Victoria city (Dr. Milne) he 
showed how little value oould be placed 
upon these as an argument against the 
Chinese. Amongst other things raw mater­
ial was imported at say $1, and exported at 
say $2 ; but in the meantime any num­
ber of men had had employment in manu­
factures. Speaking of the petitions 
which had been presented from Ontario and 
Quebec, be drew attention to the fact that 
lower wages were being paid in Montreal 
and Quebec to white labor than were paid 
here to Chinese. A Montreal manufacturer 
had gone into the question to see what could 
be done, if he could get Chinese labor 
cheaper than white. He had gone into 
the matter thoroughly, and as a result had 
found that the Chinese would cost three 
times as much as the whites. Another

thfrig was that if the resolution were acted 
upon it would result in an injury being 
done to the shipping, which was now, all 
over the world, in such a critical state that 
it was hard work to make the regular lines 
pay. Inasmuch as the trans-Pacific ship­
ping 'to British Columbia was most import­
ant k ) of much benefit to the Province, he 
would not like to see any action taken to 
deprive them of what was now an important 
patKof their trade. For these and other, 
reasons he proposed to vote against the 
motion.

Mr. Cpoft mov d “ that th ; question be 
now put.”

Mh. cspfaker ruled that this was not the 
form in which i bu previous question should 
be put.

Hon. Mr. Beaven c-nrlnu-d the debate, 
arguing that Chinese immigration wbs re­
sponsible for the introduction of disease into
the P-ovfhn»».

Mr. Forster followed at some length.
Mb. Martin moved the previous ques­

tion, which was lost on the following divi­
sion :—

Ayes : Messrs. Baker, Vernon, Eberts, 
Hall, Nason, Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, 
Hunter and Smith—11.

Nays : Messrs. Stoddart, Booth, Rogers, 
Milne, Beaven, Horne, Forster, Keith, 
Watt, Kellie, Cotton, Kitchen, McKenzie 
and Semlin—14.

Hon. Col. Baker opposed the motion, 
which he argued would injure the working 
classes by preventing trade and commerce, 
and would have a material effect in prevent­
ing the development of the enormous re­
sources of the rich country so long now lying 
dormant.

Mr. Semlin twitted the hon. members 
opposite because the Government was com­
posed of what he said were “ all English 
gentlemen,” and on which fact, he claimed, 
the members of the Government prided 
themselves. He argued that cheap Eastern 
Canadian labor should be imported to take 
the place of Chinese. He employed Chinese 
on his own ranch, but had to do so because 
the Chinese labor had possession of the 
country.

Mr. Hunter said he could not but won­
der the inconsistency of the hon. junior 
member lot Y tie (Mr. Semlin) who carried 
on a large business, and carried it on entire­
ly by Chinese, and who yet came to the 
Legislature year after year and voted for 
additional restrictions on these same Chin­
ese. (Laughter.) No wonder the hon. 
gentleman's appearance showed that he 
would rather be anywhere else than here, so 
as to avoid giving a vote on the question^ 
(Renewed laughter.) Continuing, he dealt 
with a number of “ well k> .. t *.•- ” ad­
duced by hon. members who had taken part 
in the debate, tod inquired why they did 
not go into minute details ? The real ques­
tion was, if the Chinese restriction tax were 
sufficient or were not? Were the Chinese 
increasing in the country, or were they not ?

I He maintained that the numbers were de­
creasing, and this being the case would like 

j to know why increase the poll tax.
' Dr. Watt and Mr. Booth supported the 
I motion.

Hon. Mr. Vernon suggested that as the 
Government had promised to meet a depu­
tation of gentlemen from New Westminster 
at 5 o’clock, and it was now getting well 
on towards 6, it would be well to adjourn 
the debate.

Mr. Keith expressed his willingness to 
accede to this proposition. He said he 
wished the right to close the debate.

Hon. Mr. Vernon then moved the ad­
journment of the debate, but at Hon. Mr. 
Heaven’s suggestion Mr. Keith waived his 
right to reply and the vote was taken, the 
motion being defeated on the following di-

Ayes : Messrs. Semlin, MôKenzie, 
Kitchen, Punch, Cotton, Kellie, Milne, Bea­
ven, Horne, Forster, Keith, Stoddart, 
Booth, Watt—14.

Nays : Messrs. Grant, Sword, Smith, 
Baker, Vernon, Eberts, Hall, Nason, 
Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, Hunter, 
Rogers and Anderson—15.

‘ lardeau-kootbnay railway.
Mr. Kellie introduced a bill to incor­

porate the Lardeau & Kootenay Railway 
Company; read a first time and referred to 

! Railway committee.
NAKUSP-SLOCAN RAILWAY.

Mr. Martin introduced a bill to incor­
porate the Nakusp & Slocan Railway Com­
pany; read a first time and referred to Rail­
way committee.

OSTOOS AND OKANAGAN RAILWAY.
I Mr. Stoddart introduced a bill to incor- 
i potato the Osyoos & Okanagan Railway 
: Company; read a first time and referred to 
I Railway committee.

r. c. BISHOP of n. w.
Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill to incor- 

porate the R. C. Bishop of New Westmin- | 
ster; read a first time and referred to 

1 Private Bills committee.
The House adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Kitchen : To introduce an Act 

to amend the Constitution Amendment 
Act, 1890.

By Mr. Kitchen : To introduce an Act 
for the preservation of the public roads.

By Mb. Semlin : That a select commit­
tee, composed of Messrs. Martin, Stoddart, 
Smith, Riegers and the mover, be appointed 
to inquire into the claims of John Wilson 
and B. F. English in reference to the re-, 
ward offered by the Government for the ap­
prehension tod conviction of the perpétra-’ 
tors of the stage robbery in July, 1889.

By Mr. Forster : For returns Showing 
the business done in the different County 
courts of the Province for the years 1889, 
1890, 1891 and 1892, showing in each dis­
trict for each year respectively the number 

I of plaints issued, total amount claimed, 
number of garnishee summonses issued, 
total amount claimed ; number of judgment 
summonses, amount involved, number of 
Chamber applications, number of Speedy 
Trials.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
Dr. Milne ; To ask thq Minister of Edu­

cation : ,
(1) Why was a teacher's certificate re­

fused to J. N. Muir in July, 1892?
(2) Why was a “ removal ” refused to J. 

N. Muir in July, 1892 ?
(3) Why was a temporary certificate to 

teach in the Comox school refused to the



ecnool traeteea when asked for by them in ( 
favor of J. N. Muir, in 1892 !

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
The Railway committee meets for organ­

ization on Monday.
Amongst the first babiuess to be taken up 

next week will be the School Act amend­
ment bilL

Mr. Brown was not in his seat yesterday,1 
having gone up to New Westminster on a 
short trip.

I Deputations of private bills promoters 
1 are beginning to arrive. Next week there 
will be swarms of them.

The amendments to the Vancouver city 
charter will be considered by the Private 
Bills committee on Tuesday.

The Chinese question debate occupied the 
whole of yesterday. It was just a repeti­
tion of the speeches of former years.

Copies of the Toronto Daily Mail and 
Toronto Daily Globe are to be ordered for 
the Legislature library during the session.

According to the ruling of Mr. Speaker 
yesterday the cloture is to be moved as fol­
lows: “I move the previous question.” 
The motion will then be put from the chair: 
“That this question be now put.”

The Carpenter Creek Claims committee 
met yesterday morning and heard addi­
tional evidence. They will probably have 
to meet once or twice more before the work 
will be completed.

There are certain “annuals” in the way 
of private bills which bloom every spring 
just about the time the Legislature meets. 
Some of them are : To a'mend the Munici­
pal act ; to amend the Vancouver Incorpor­
ation act ; to amend the Coal Mines Regu­
lation act : to amend the Chinese Immigra­
tion act ; to amend the Franchise act; to 
amend the Game act ; to incorporate the 
architects—and so on ad lib. |

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

FIFTEENTH DAY.
Monday, Feb. 20, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock* 
PETITIONS.

The following petitions werôjfiad^nd re­
ceived :

From John H. Brownlee, G. F. Cairnie, 
and Emil S. Levi, to incorporate the Mount 
Tolmie Park and Cordova Bay Railway 
Company.

From C. G. Major, A. B. McKenzie, and 
others, to incorporate a company, re rail­
way from Nelson via Slocan, New Denver, 
and Nakusp Pass.

From J. M. Burke, Henry Anderson, and 
others, to incorporate a company, re tram­
way from Kaalo to Bear Lake.

From A. H. Green, E. E. Coy, and others, 
Xo incorporate the Kaslo Electric Light, 
Power, and Water Works Company, Lim­
ited.

From J. N. Muir, asking for repeal of 
section 56 of the School Act, 1891.

Mr. Cotton presented a petition from 
H. 0. Bell-Irving and others, re private bill 
to amend Vancouver City charter.

Mil'Kitchen presented a petition from 
John Hendry and others, against the grant­
ing of a charter to the Kootenay Central

way.
ing 
rail!

reports op committees. 
u. Booth, from the Railway commit, teef reported the bill. re B. C Southern 

railway and re Red Mountain railway. 
returns brought down.

Hok. Col. Baker presented a return of 
the annual report of the Aeylum for the
1D£n. Mb. Dat«-STjiJ oTwK

the annual report ot 1M 0’S •
01 H<Î!?Col Bun presented • retornjo 
an order of the Hones hr «.pies of cor 
respondents re census of 1891.

DELATED PBltATB BILLS. |
Mr. Sword moved to amend the roles 
a hv adding to section 68 the fol-1and order, by adding ln

the firat two
weeki of the session, «hall be eobjeot to 
d°HoN.tMlJ<K!vu moved so amendment
providing thetehould It be <*”f"^ advia
able to extend the time then bill» bnmgnt 
in nnder the extension ehonld pxy double

The amendment carried.
municipal act amendment.

Hot. Mb. Braveh introduMd a bill to 
amend the Municipal Act ; bill reed a Brat 
time, second reading Thursday next.

CARIBOO STAGE ROBBERY.

Mr Srmlin moved, seconded by Ur. 
Milne • “ That a .elect committee, compos­
ed of "Messrs. Martin, Stoddart, South, 
Rogere and the mover, be appointed to m- 

into the claim» of J °hix W ‘loonorndi B. 
F. English, in referenoe to the reward offer 
ed bvthe Government lor the apprehension 
and conviction of the perp«tr.‘tor " P?™? 
tea tore of the stage robbery in July, 18»». 
and to report to thi» Boom.

Hon Mr. Davie eaid he understood 
there were »ome rivid f°r .th*; ^
ward. A man named Well» claimed to 
hare been the Bret one to give information 
to the enthoritiee. He had no obieotion to 
the committee, which would relieve him of 
the responsibility of meking an inveatiga- 
tion he had decided to hold.

The motion carried.
BOYAL COMMISSION ««PORT.

Hon. Mr. Beaven asked the Hon. Pro­
vincial Secretary the following question, to 
which the attached answer was given.

Q. “ Have the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the causes which led to the 
recent outbreak of smallpox in the Province, 
and the beet means of preventing a recur­
rence of smallpox and the introduction of 
other epidemic and endemic diseases, made 
their report to the Executive ? If so, 
on what date was it received by the Gov­
ernment?” A. The report of the Com- 
miaaioners was received to day.

industrial disputes bill.
On the consideration of the report of the 

committee on the whole on the Industrial
D*Sr. Hunter moved an amendment giving 

workingmen or employers the authority to 
be represented upon the Council of Coi 
ciliation, whether organized or not.

The amendment carried. Several other 
minor amendments were made and the re­
port as amended was adopted.

ORDERS DISCHARGED.

Hon. Mr. Dav« moved that the orders 
for the second reading of the Companies 
bill and the Bills of Sale bill be discharged 
Carried.

REGISTRATION of births.

On the consideration of the report of com­
mittee of the whole on the bill to amend the 
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages
*°Hon. Mr. Davie moved »n amef flment to 
permit the undertaker who takeëjçharge of 
the body for intermeùt, to report Aie death.

Dr. Milne asked that the amendment be 
placed on the orders ) giv< time to* further 
consideration. ‘

Consideration of r *ort postponed.
ARBTT ION BILL.

The House i ito committee of the 
whole on the a on bqi, Mr. Anlth in
the chair. Th ittee roee aitf reported
the bill oompl i amendment».

DEATH Or »,/ W. GORDON, M.P.
Hon. Mr. Davie, in rising to move that 

•« this House at its rising do stand adjourned 
until 2 o’clock on Wednesday next,” eaid 
that it was hie painful duty to refer to a 
visit which the grim reaper Death had naid 
to the P- itinoe, taking away a gentl tan 

Well kn i to all hon. members of the 
House, a. d to all In public life, as one who 
tor many years had been a representative in 
this House, sad who recently had been 
elected a m .W*.of the House of Commons 
of Canada. Is life-time he had been 
highly honor °for hie Integrity, his 
opinions had always been received with 
great respect, and hie ability was 
/ery generally recognized. He (Mr. Davie) 
referred to the lateB.-W Gordon, M.P., 
grhr v ~ pMhoii .mo _on Sup-

h/u£0 w‘.rf- hon; m'mb*n of th.
xxonee were desirou. of attendrai; the
TTWl ’ Th,Cï rnld h* held to-morrow 
(Tueeday) and he (Mr. Davie) 
desirous of attending, and he would there *-• Hone. edjonrn’untU

saying that he did ro wUhlroltoM 070ti°”: 
regret that the Province .ho£SV.v?hIÏ 
one whom it could eo ill , * 11
the late D. W. Gordon MP ^,''*7.' 
mm, bed been in thi. HouUfor^^*'

eion. and he (Mr. Beaven) had
h’*»’'H *nii.r“l,ect with which e 

thing he had said had been liatened te I when he (Mr. Gordon) bed gon J 
Dominion Parliament, there t*

h£rd wi,th xthe -ms w-
<Mr' bed been , ,
how ill Mr. Gordon Wee, antu-,
Britiah”!- îh" £? ' "W i e f”U not only to ' 
•Bnttih Columbia to Canada.
Gordon had been a pioneer and had worked 
well, and while he (Mr. Beaven) regretted 
the painful duty he felt that out of respect 
the House ought to adjourn.

Mr. Cotton was sure all hon. members of 
the House would join in the motion of the 
hon. Premier, much as they regretted the 
occasion for it. He had had the pleasure of 
the acquaintance of Mr. Gordon since he 
(Mr. Cotton) had been in the Province. 
There was a sincerity and an earnestness in 
Mr. Gordon’s life which had interested the 
people of British Columbia, and which ap- 
pealed at once to all who knew him. The 
deceased gentleman had commanded great 
respect and attention from members on 
both sides of this House and of the House 
of Commons at Ottawa, and he (Mr.Cotton) 
felt that the Province had by bis death sus­
tained a loss whloh it would be hard to re-

The motion carried.
INSANE ASYLUMS BILL.

The House went into committee of the 
whole on the Insane Asylums bill, Mr. 
Rogers in the chair. The committee re­
ported the bill complete with amendments.

HOME FOR DESTITUTE PERSONS.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the bill to provide a Home for 
destitute persons, Mr. Anderson in the 
chair.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved an amendment 
to permit a municipality to have a Home of 
their own, and to relieve them from all re­
sponsibility. Also to limit the contribution 
of other municipalities to 75 per cent, of 
the cost.

After considerable discussion,
Hon. Mr. Davie said that inasmuch as i the Government only proposed the measure ' 

m the endeavor to make it satisfactory to 
all concerned, he thought that probably it 
might be well to make something of a 
change In the provision for maintenance.
He tnerafcfce suggested that it be provided 
that the entire cost of the Home should be 
paid by the Province, but if the municipali­
ties wished to avail thètoielves of the ac­
commodation of the Home they should pay 
a fixed rate which would be the average 
cost of maintenance of each, itthiate. He 
promised to draw some amendments to the 
bill looking towards this end.

The Committee roee, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again.

ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT.
Hon. Mr. Davie presented the report of 

the Royal Commission on Epidemic Diseases.
VANCOUVER COURT HOUSE TENDERS.

Hon. Mr. Beaven asked the hon. Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works She fol­
lowing question, to which the attached an­
swer was given :

Was any tender for the Vancouver 
Court House received at the Lands and 
Works Department, Victoria, after 12 
o’clock noon, on the 15th inst. ? If so, 
will such tender be received and con­
sidered ? " A. »One tender was received 
by the registered mail from the poet office 
at 1 p.m., and was at once put unopened 
into the looked tender box. At 2:30 p.m. 
the tenders were opened by the Deputy 
Commissioner in the presence of the archi­
tect.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
notice of question.

By Mr. Horn» « I» it the intention of the 
Government vo repeal or modify the tax on ; 
mortgagee sssessed and collected under the 
provisions of the Assessment Act ?

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
Mr. Brown, of New Westminster, was 

not in hie seat yesterday.
Invitations are out for a dinner at the 

Lieut.-Governor’s on the 23rd. i
Mr. Horne has a notice of question on 

the order paper re taxes on mortgagee.
The Railway committee met ana organ­

ized yesterday morning. Mr. Booth was re­
elected chairman.

Hon. Mr. Beaven’s bill to amend the 
Municipal act was received with laughter. 
It has not yet been printed.

The School bill, which was to have come 
on for its second reading yesterday, was 
again laid over. It will in all probability 
be taken up on Wednesday.

The census correspondence presented to 
the House yesterday shows no new develop­
ments. All the important documents in 
this connection were laid before the House 
last year by the late Hon. Mr. Robson.

V

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament. , 

SIXTEENTH DAY.
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Coverdale W ateon.

PETITIONS.
The following petitions were read and

From H. O. Bell-Irving, opposing private j 
bill to amend Vancouver City Corporate*

From the Kaslo and Slocan Railway Com­
pany, opposing private bill to incorporate 
the Kootenay Central Railway Company.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin, fro* the Private Bills com­

mittee, reported that the rqlee had been 
complied with in the following petitions ; 
Re Chilliwack Railway Co., to incorporate 
the Kaslo-Slocan Tramway Go., to incor­
porate the Mount Tolmie Tramway Co. 
Abo recommending that the time for're­
porting be extended three weeks.

Tf he report was adopted.
ANGLICAN ’BISHOP INCORPORATION.

Mr. Bbostn introduced a bill to inter- 
porate the Anglican Bishop of New West­
minster ; read a first time and referred to 
Private Bills committee.

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT.
Hon. Mr. Vernon presented the annual 

report of the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works for 1892.

WHBTHAM «COLLEGE INCORPORATION.
Mr. Horne introduced a bill to incor­

porate Whet bam College ; read a first time 
and referred to Private Bills committee.

REVENU® REGEL PTS.
Hon. Mr, BkàVkn moved, seaonded' by 

Mr. Semlin, “ That an order of the House 
be granted for a return showing the rev< 
collecte*' '

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Ueotedat Ainsworth, Kootenay, under the 
different heads of receipt during the fiscal 
year 1891-92, and from 1st July to 51st 
December, 1892.’” Carried.

Hon. Mr. Turner presentoC the return.
PUBLIC roads.

.Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill fcr the 
preservation of the public roads ; 'read a 
first time, second reading Thursday.

€K)N8TnrjTION'Attr.
Mr. Kitoken introduced a bill to amend 

the Constitution Amendment Aet, 1890: 
read a first time, second reading Thursday.

COUNTY COURT 'BUSINESS.
Mr. Forster moved, seconded by Mr. 

Keith, “ That an addrese 'be presented to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, requesting him to 
cause to he laid before the Howie returns 
showing the business done in the different 
County Courte 42 the Province fcr the years 
1889, 1860, 1891 and 189ft; showing in each 
district, for each year respectively, the 
number of plaints issued, bctal amount 
claimed ; number of garnishee summonses 
issued, total «.mount claimed, number of; 

/judgment summonses issued, total amount 
involved; number of ohamber applications; 
number of Speedy Triala.” Carried.

MR MUIR'S OMRTIFIC IlTE.
Dr. Milne asked the hen. Provincial 

Secretary the following Questions, to wnioh 
the answers attached were given :

Q. Why was a teadeer’s certificate re­
fused to John N. Muir in 'July, 1892? A. 
Because he failed to -satisfy the require­
ments of Section 56 of the School Act.

Q. Why eras a “renewal” refused to John 
N. Muir in July, 1862? A. Because he 
failed to satisfy the requirements of Section 
66 of the-School Act.

UQ. Why-evas a temporary certificate to 
teach in the South Coin ox--school refused to 
the school trustees, when asked for by them 
im favor of «John N. Muir in August, ISM? 
'A. Because-the trustees failed to satisfy 
the requirements of Section 53 of the School 
Act.

jflTDBLIO SCHOOL ACT.
'Hon. Col. Baker moved the second 

reading of a bill to amend the. School Act, 
the scope tif which, he eaid, had already 
been foreshadowed in the-Speech fro tke 
Throne. The bill was tc give em *ed 
powers to oky school boards, and the in- 
eiple which had actuated the Gov err »t 
in bringing forward this -measure jen 
the very grave responsibility which t . 3d 
to .the position of city echool tr. 
and-consequently the necessity whi 1 a.»», 
arisen for the, people to take espeoL.i pains, 
in selecting those who were-to fill such im­
portant positions. It must be evident, he 
thought, that there would be very great 
difficulty in getting the best citizens to 
stand dor such a position if there were any 
restrictive regulations as to powers, etc. 
In view of these considerations it had been 
decided by the Government to give the 
trustees as much freedom ef action as pos­
sible consistent with publie aorvioe, and he 
thought that the^present bill together with 
certain -amendments, of whieh notice had 
been .given, woetid meet aU the require­
ments of the case. Under the Public 
School act as it mas at present law, the 
Government paid to the four cities, of 
Vanoonvor, Victoria, New Westminster and 
Nanaimo, .the amsnnt of the Provincial 
revenue tax oolleetod in those cities, and 
•Iso paid one-half of-the salaries of teachers. 
Under the ,new bill the Board. , of School 
Trustees were to hase the fixing and pay­
ment ef tha-calaries of the teaoharo. Now, 
if this .power were to be .given to 
the Board of School Trustees and the Gov­
ernment were still to oontinue to contribute 
one-half of the amount for salariai there 
would, for obvious ressens, very soon be a 
great deal of friction between the Education 
Department and the .various school hoards.
It was prspossd do meet this difficulty by j 
paying to the city boards the sum i f $10 
per capita based en the average actual daily 
attendance of pupils in the various jhools.
It might be interesting to hon. members of 
tile House to see what difference th s would 
make in the amount of pecuniary i id given 
by the Government. The figures for 1861- 
1892 showed that the amount paid per 
capita to Nanaimo had been£9.27, to New 
Westminster $9.25, I# Vancouver $9 24, and 
to Victoria $8.07, so that it was quite clear, 
the cities would derive a considérai le ad-1 
vantage by the proposed grant of $10 per 
head. But there was another advantage. 
Suppose, for instance Aero was s school l

teacher wbo had in hie room i 
attendance of 30 pupils, 
an-.e were increased to 40 ii 
that there was at once an 
revenue of the Board of $ 
without any corresponding i 
expenditure. As a matter o 
be found that the Governme 
most liberally with the cities 
thid would result in increasin 
of their schools. In regard i 
had to say that he thought so 
did not recognize the great 
that attached to the duty of

Œ. The position of a tei 
l upon as one of the r 
and responsible positions a mi 

could aspire to. (Hear, h< 
members Would only think of 
realize this, for to be a to 
most extraordinary quail 
as character yras cone 
temper and firmness, coi 
rery great adaptability,

were qualities whiéh Were nc 
day or in every pelrton. Tt 
said, how very careful shoul 
tion of these whom he n 
architects who would have tc 
future character of British 
would be his endeavor, not i 
near future, to establish a 
for teachers so that the Frovii 
an adequate supply of epecif 

I teachers to meet the demand 
of British Cohrabia. Conti 
about to discuss the amendai 

i he had given neftice when,
Hen. Mb. Bbavrn called I 

insisting that he should confie 
to the bill and to it alone.

Hon. Gol. Baker eaid thi 
leader of the Opposition had a 

I reason’for -mot having the am 
ousted, he would, of course, 
them over, tot he though 
was the most suitable tii 
to expkrin them. . He woq 
explain why it was that the al 

! which he had given notice we 
porate in the main bill. Ti 
that was that the boards of so 

‘having been only recently i 
thought it would be advisat 
them, and he first wished t 
time to consider and digest 
amendments. The annual s 
which had already been pre 
House showed that educatio 
vince was in a most satisf 
There were 149 schools in op< 
number of pupils 16,778, an 

!1,ol3. There had been 21 
established daring the past 

‘average attendance was 67.8 
5 attendance which was not ext 
other province in the Dominion, 
penditurefor the psstyear had b< 
of which $49,192 had been for 
and repairs. He was glad to si 
ing the coming year it was estin 
would not be necessary to 
amount by more than '$6,000 
although there wee an ever-incri 
her of pupils. He-bad been sc 
it grudgingly stated in some qu 

, too much in proportion to the U 
of the Province -was being ei 
education. - He vrould point 
House that the money beuq 
education was filtering into e 
every trade and every business 
vince, and would come back 
hundred-fold. ((Hear, hear.) < 

.mesteyT Why, education wai 
| mainspring whiof x operated the 
I of the Province, ana he hoped t 
be no attempt made to reduce tl 
in what he -might call a nigge 
Continuing, he^aaid he would ha 
the indulgence of the House u 
iuded to a certain question wh 
ceived some-attention in the pat 
religious instruction in the pub 
As hen. members were aware 
been seme correspondence abeut 
in the newspapers, and he wiehet 
in fact it was due the tievai 
House and-himself that he should 
he foee wae responsible for wh 
oiq’tÜ, and te had acted as he d 
oa*4 iting <*is colleagues. He 
asy^ir ~ the*whole responsibility, 

ifmr' sty. that he did 
tl tst regret what he 1 
T .qkt' BOt perhaps be koei 
uMm. -ioembers of the House that 
to «iqilgloustinstruction thesebooh 
Coieoibia-occupied the unonviabk 

! of being 1 the only ones in the 
whigomone-was practised. This ' 
and-could'be proved by the differt 
of the various provinces. Sectioi 
British - Columbia School Act pro 
the Lord’s rtPrayer may be used a 
mencement or termination of 
school work. May be used! T 
tial ima/y instead of the imperativ 
though it were some doubtful qi 
question of - doubtful morality ! 
confess that he for one would 
this changed. The question of 
education In the public scl 
now being discussed all c 
civilized world, as hon. membe 
find if they chose to study the 
Secularism ■ had been tried and 
found wanting. Commissions 1 
established to look into the questit 
Zealand, Australia, France and I 
yes, and even in that stronghold ot 
ism, the (United States. The peopl 
countries were now awakening to tl 
which wee lying at their veiy dooi 
strong «action was setting in in 
some sort - of religious inetructio 
public schools. That being the oai 
felt himself'fnlly justified in takir 
tion he haditaken solely upon his 
sponsitJUty. - One of the argumet 
against. religious instruction 
unfortunate fact that there 
certain manmber of unbeliever 
were kMmn In the world as 
man anA women - whose minds w 
in such Bb analytical mould that 1 
oonstitntftfl Reason as their denor, 

( and had. V* magnified it at the ex 
Faith that the insulting fraction, tl 
oeptlv»J*outtyl,'Was reduced to an 1 
imal %*»ntity. ,It was difficult 
Uevers.to understand the possibility 

j » conclusion ; because they natural!;
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SIXTEENTH DAY.
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1893.

ie Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
»yere by Rev. Coverdale \\ ateon.

PETITIONS.
ie following petition, were read and re- y

"om H. O. Bell Irvin,’ oppoeing private 
to amend Vancouver 61ÿ7oi£,r.ï j

"°m tlle K«lo and Skoan Railway Com- 
y.oppoetng private biU to incorporate 
Kootenay Central Railway Company.

REPORTS OP "COMMITTEES. 
k. 1IAKT.N, from the Private Bill, com.1 
ee, reported that the rule. hadbmn
ïimJLÏ iiîn**” fî.i;°wi"8 petitioM ; 
XUllwack Railway Co., to incorporate 
Kaelo-Slocae Tramway Co to iaoor 

tie the Mow Tolmie Tramway Co.
) rerommeodtng that the time for te, 
-mg be extended three weeks, 
he report was adopted.

ANGLICAN 'BKMKÿP INCORPORATION.
Ir. Brown introduced a bill to inoec- 
ite the Anglican Bishop of New West 
Bt?r LT* a fir?t time Md referred to 
pate Bills committee.

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT, 
to.w. Ma. VwavON preeentod the einnal 
ort of the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
Works for 1892.

WeBTHAM NCOLLKOe INCORPORATION, 
la Horn! introduced a bill te inoor. 
ate Whethem College ; reed a #rat time 
referred to Private Bills committee.

■ bvznb* receipts.
tow. Ma Beavkn mored. eeeonded'by 
^Semlm, That an order of the Honee 
Iranted for a return showing the revenue 
ectedat Aineworth, Kootenay, nnderthe 
event heed» nf receipt daring the decal
r 1891-92, and from' let *5, to 
icmber, 1892.'’ Carried.
Ion. Ma Tcrner preeeotot the return.

PUBLIC ROADS.
la Kitchen intrednoed a bill fcr the 
eervation ol the pnblio roads ; iread a 
L time, second reading Tharsday. 

CONSTrrjTION AOT.
la Kjtwen introduced* bulk) amend

Constitution Amendment A«t, 1890 ■ 
d a first time, aooond reading Tnnraday.

OWTNTY roOBI TOElNEla 
**• l’ots™ moved, eeoonded by Mr. 
It . ■ That an address <ba presented to 
Lientonent-Oovernor, requesting him to 

»e to he laid before the How« return, 
wing the business done in the diffenmt 
uity Courte C the Pros'inoe fcr the year, 
fi, 1860, 1891 and IMS; showing in each 
“*“*• 'S' “?h roapectively, the 
nber of plainte issued, trial amount 
Imed; number of garnishee eummooeee 
led, total amount claimed; number of 
gment aummonees ironed, total amount 
olved ; number of ehamber ipplioatione 
nber of Speedy Trial*." Carried.

isa,-w crca's «MOTiraiTK. 
la. Malm aeked the ban. Provinoiw 
T«ary the foUowmg/ljueetiona, to weieh 
1 Boswers ett&ched were given : 
j. Why was a teadrer’a certificate n- 
•d to John N. Muir in 'duly, 1892! A. 
lauae he failed to uatiafy the reqafce. 
nta of Section 66 of the School Act.
:. Why was , •‘renewal’ refused te John 
Muir la July, M2! A. Because fce 
led to satisfy the requirement. of Seotieo 
of the-Seboo! Act.
3. Whyavae a temperary certificate <e 
oh in too South Comox- -echool refused to 
i achool trustées, when naked for by theei 

■favor of I*’ oho N. Muir In August, iAM?
■ Becauae-the trustees tiailed to satisfy 
• requirement. of Sectiae 63 of the Sohaol

y DBLIC SCHOOL ACT.
Won. Oku Beast moved the eeeoed 
Bding of s bill to amend, the . School Act, 
F Eoope df which, he said, had already 
Fn foreehadowed In theSpeech fro the 
Mono, The bill was te give enl ted 
■•ere to oity echool board., and the in- 
lie which had actuated the Cover. 
Mriogiog fcr ward this measure «n 
| very gram reaponaibiliSy which e- id 
■the position of city .school tr.
■1 oonscquoctly the nnesssity whi 1__,
■•B for the, people to take especL.i mtimi 
■electing those who were-to fill each in­
stant position*. It must be evident, he 
■qgbt, that there would be very créât 
Konlty in getting the best oitisen. to 
Md dor such a position if there were any 
Brictive regulations as te powers, etc. 
■new of them ooneidcrMione It had been 
Mded by the Government to give the 
MtEEs se much freedom of action aa poe 
Ie "■£•■£<publie eorvioe, md he 
Bight that the^remnt bill together with 
Bain amendment!, of which notice had 
■n gfren, woMJ meet ail the require 
|ite ol the cam. Under the Public 
■oolant ai It érai at promut law, the 
Bern ment paid to the leur — 
Boonvor, Victoria, New Wrote 
Baimo, -the amaont of tbe Provinciel 
Bone tea ooUaotod in thorn oltiee, md
■ paid one-haU of.the mlariro of teachers, 
■ar the jaw bill the Board of School 
■*kse mesa to hear the finis' and nav- 
|t of theaalarle. of the toaoWe.
Iw Nero to be given to
■ Board 0f School trustee» and the Gov

«'• utBE to oontinne to contribute 
BhaEof th* amount for salarie! there 
Eld, for obvious reaecne, very soon be . 
Bt deal of friction beteveen the Education 
■artment and the .verfona schooliboerde. 
Bee prepend to meet this difficulty by 
Bng to the city boards the sum of $10 
■eroita bawd en the eaerage actuel daily 
■ndanceof pupil, in the varlon. jtoole. 
K#ht b* in tome ting to hon. members ol 
■Mnnm to me wfiat difference tb e would 
goto the amount of peoenUry .. id given 
ghe Government. The igurw forlWl- 
B , **d {but the amaont raid per 
gta to Nanaimo had bmm<9.2;. to New 

*» y»°uw.r «9 24, sod 
w* quite clear 

r“*t w°uld <*«**• a ooneldera le ad-, 
1*8" bT “a prepemd grant of |10

tCh;„ld.™tW

teacher who had in hie room an average daily 
Attendance of 30 pupils. _ If this attend­
ance were increased to 40 it would be seen 
that there waa at once an inoreaae in the 
revenue of the Board of $100 per annum 
without any corresponding increase in the 
expenditure. Aa a matter of fact, it would 
be found that the Government waa dealing 
moat liberally with the cities, and he tipped 
thifl would result in increasing the efficiency 
of their achoola. In regard to teachers, he 
had to say that he thought society in general 
did not recognize the gréât responsibility' 
that attached to the duty of instructing the

ŒThe position of a teacher should be 
upon as one of the most honorable 
and responsible positions a man or a woman 

could aspire to. (Hear, hear.) If hon. 
members Would only think of it they would 
realize this, for to be a teacher required 
most extraordinary qualities so far 
ns character was concerned, tact, 
temper and firmness, combined with 
very great adaptability, and these

were qualities which Were not found every 
day or in every portion. This showed., he 
said, how very careful should be the selec- 

| tion of these whom he might call the 
I architeots who would have to determine the 
future character of British Columbia. It 
would be his endeavor, not now, but in the 
near future, to establish a normal school 
for teachers so that the Province might have 
an adequate supply of specially instructed 
teachers to meet tfie demand for the whole 

lot British Colombia. Continuing he was. 
about to diseuse the amendments of which 

I he had given neftice when,
Hon. Mb. -Heaven called him to order, 

insisting that he should confine his remarks 
to the bill and to it alone.

Hon. Col. Baker said that if the hon. 
leader of tbs Opposition had any particular 
reawn:for wot having the amendments dis­
cussed, he wonld, of course, have to pass 
thstn over, but he thought the present 
was the most suitable time in which 
te expkrin them. „ He woijld, however,

| explain why it was that the ataendmenta of 
which’he had given notice were not incor­
porate in the main bill. The reason for 
that was that the boards of school trustees 

‘having been only recently appointed, he 
thought it would be advisable to consult 
them, and he first wished to give them 
time to consider and digest the proposed 
amendments. The annual school report 
which had already been presented to the 
House showed that education in the Pro­
vince was in a most satisfactory state. 
There were 149 schools in operation, total 
number of pupils 13,773, an increase of 

j'î.SlS. There had been 21 new schools 
established during the past year. The 

I average attendance was 67:6—an average 
' attendance which was not excelled in any 
other province in theDominion. The total ex- 
penditurefor the past year had been$173,378, 
of which $49,192 had been for new schools 
and repairs. He was glad to say that dur­
ing the coming year it was estimated that it 
would not be necessary to exceed this 
amount by more than $6,000 or $7,000, 
although there was an ever-increasing num­
ber of pepHs. He’had been sorry to hear 
it grudgingly stated in some quarters that 
too ranch in proportion to the total revenue 
of the Province -was being expended on 
education. - He would point out to the 
House the* the -money being spent on 

I education was filtering into every heme, 
every trade and every business in this Pro- 

. vince, and would come back increased a 
hundred-fold. ((Hear, hear.) Grudge this j 
menoy:! Why, education was the very 
mainspring whidti operated the mechanism 

j of the Province, and he hoped there might 
1 be no attempt made to reduce the amount, 
in what he might call a niggardly spirit. 
Continuing, belaid he would have te asked 
the indulgence of the House while he al­
luded to a certain question which had re­
ceived some-attention in the public press- 
religious instruction in the public schools.

J As hen. members were aware, there had 
been some correspondence about this matter 
in the newspapers, and he wished te state—

I in fact it was due the Government, the 
House and himself that he should state that 
he tone was responsible for what had oo- 
our *d, and-Le had acted as he did without 
coe 4 iting <t:is colleagues. He wished te 
asK-nr’T'tho*whole responsibility, -and would 
fui- s#^ that he did not in 
tl ist 'régret what he had done.
T A^at-eot perhaps be known to all 
„.<m. iioembers of the House that in regard 
to rçkigious-ûnatruction the schools of British 
Coieoibia-occupied the unenviable notoriety 
of being - the only ones in the Dominion
whqgerBone- was practised. This was a xacc, 
and «Quid’be proved by the different reports 
of the various provinces. Section 62 of the 
British • Columbia School Act provided that 

. the Lord’s «Prayer may be used at the com- 
mencement or termination of the day’s 
school work. May be used ! The poten­
tial ‘tnqy instead of the imperative shall, as 
though it were some doubtful question—a 
question of- doubtful morality ! He had to 
confess that he for one would like to see 
this changed. The question of religious 
education . in the public schools was 
now being discussed all over 
civilized world, as hon. members wuuiu 
find if they chose to study the question. 
Secularism 1 had been tried and had been 
found wanting. Commissions had been 
established to look into the question in New 
Zealand, Australia, France and England— 
yee, and even in that stronghold of secular­
ism, the (United States. The people of those 
countries were now awaken' ' '
which was lying at their vi
strong reaction was setting — — ------ >,.
some sort «of religions instruction in the 
public schools. That being the case, he had 
felt himself -fnlly justified in taking the ac­
tion he had-.taken solely upon hie own re­
sponsibility. • One of the arguments raised 
against , eeligious instruction was the 
unfortunate fact that there were a 
certain n,number of unbelievers, who 
were kitomn In the world as atheists, 
man an<L women whose minds were cast 
in such ah analytical mould that they had 
oonstituWl Bsassn as their denominators, 
and had. VT magnified it at the expense of 
Faith that the tiesalting fraction, their per- 

><b (faculty* was reduced to an infinites- 
for be-

oeptlvo 4
imel VWtity. It wae difficult foi 
lie fere, to nnderetaad the poeeibilitv of 

I* conclusion j because they naturally ar

that so soon as any human being became 
conscious that he waa blessed with the gift 
of reason he must, by the very force of that 
reasoning power, become aware that he pos­
sessed an inventive iaoulty which enabled 
him to direct the forces of nature and to 
become a factor in creation ; he realized that 
he was potent, and the very fact of his 
being potent necessitated that there must 
be some other who was Omnipotent, the 
Almighty God, the ^Father of all. 
Thfr'Xrgument that wae advanced was this : 
Bert?ose we lived in a free country, because 
thefW.jr« a few atheists in the world and 
bedMseïtLéy contribute to the revenue of 

a ' -rtion of which was spent in supfflJft '.fional institutions, there-
5 fè Üiefl? ** vsy r right to demand that 
tj flWshfc» i » _io religious teaching in the 
sdtfools because forsoi-th they did not be­
lieve in religion 1 But V'£a not that also an 
r rgument which would come with tenfold 
force in the opposite directionî -Could not 
the Christian ssy that living as he was in a 
Christian country, surrounded as he was by 
a great majority of his fellow subjects who 
were also Christians—had he not the 
right to demand since he paid hie foxes in 
the same way, had he not a right to demand 
that his children should be taught come 
form of reverence for the Almighty t. That 
argument, he thought, came with foUfold 
force on this side of the question, but un­
fortunate, strange, and preposterous as it 
might appear, the great objection to reli­
gious education did not come from the 
atheist., but from some of the members of 
the various religious denominations them­
selves. They said that unless their dogma 
could be taught they would consent to 
nothing at all. These were the men who 
most strenuously objected to religious in­
struction in the schools. On the other hand 
he might say that most of the letters he had 
received in answer to his inquiry, were in 
favor of some sort of religious instruction. 
The others said no. They said there were 
Sunday Schools to which the children could 
go and where they could get all the relig­
ious instruction they required. That was

■ • -- - - ...i_ j«.i nt.
I the case, but it should be borne in mind j 
that there were rural districts where they 
had no Sunday Schools. However, it was i 
not his intention to press the sub- \ 
ject upon the House at the present 
time by making any substantive 
motion, which course he believed would 
only counteract the object he had in view, 
which was harmony and not discord. All 
he could say was that he would cast the 
bread upon the waters in the hope that it 
would return before many dr*ys. He con­
sidered it hi* r1n*-.*r —fc«- " -

— “no a ruvmce to think on these things, 
because there was a great danger lurking at 
the doors of every home.

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought the bill was a 
step in the right direction but that the am­
ount of the proposed pec capita grant was 
not sufficient. He thought it should be con­
siderably increased, hie experience having 
shown that the City of Victoria was “ out " 
about $25,'0OO on the currying out of the old 
law- The muniorpalities acting under the 
General Municipal Act were limited ie the 
amount of reven as they could collect and 
if more cesponsi biiities were piled on the re­
sult would be. 4hat remedial legislation 
would have to ’oe asked for. Dealing with the 
question of religion in the public schools, he 
argued that the letter waa not sent out by 
the Minister of Education as a -private in­
dividual but rather in hie ministerial ca­
pacity and without consulting his exfl- 
leagues. H.efMr. Bears*) would not have 
brought th’oi matter up but for the con ten 
tion set up. ky the hon. Minister of -Edcea 
tion that 'ae could divest himself df his pc 
sition as * minister of the Crown. H< 
would nr »t mow discuss the 'question ef re 
ligion i n the schools, his views being 
well kn ms, and moreover there was eothi 
about i t in the Act.

Mr. See lin looked with favor upon the 
bill, VAbich would give extended power to 
the school trustees. He bad to say, how­
ever, with regard to the explanaticn of the 
hon. Minister of Education that the ques­
tion if -religion in the publie schools was not 
by iuay means a now one. Twenty years

T, long before this Province had the honor 
affording a bomo to the hon. Minister, 
the question was already discussed right in 
this very room, and it was decided in the 

internets of tye public schools and to pre­
vent the public money being frittered away 
on poor separate schools, that religion should 
not be fought at all. It was not in defer­
ence 4o atheism or deism,'or anything else 
of tbe kind tkat religion was-not allowed to 
be fought. The proper -method of teaching 

' children religion ana a reverence for their 
l Creator was to teach them at home.
I !Bon. Mb. Turnbr objected to the diver­
sion of the debate from the bill before the 
House to a personal matter as ito P certain 
circular ; but he still more obj|fctefd to the 
theory set up by the hon. leader of the 
•Opposition that.a cabinet minister could 
have no personal opinions. He (Mr. Turner) 
had not known anything about the inquiry 
being sent out by the hon. Minister of Edu­
cation, bet even «in face of that he would say 
that he agreed with the importance of the 
questions and he hoped it qjpuld be found 
that even yet various religious bodies would 
agree on some form of moral instruction 
which would be agreeable to all and con­
sistent with theit views. He read from 
various reports shewing that there was a 
fear that the secularization of education 
wae having a deteriorating effect upon the 
children. In Ontario, he -understood that 
there was a certain amount of moral in­
struction provided for. Coming back to the 
tyill, he thought it was in the right direc­
tion and he hoped it wonld meet the ap­
proval of the House.

Mr. Cotton congratulated the Provin­
cial Secretary on the soqpeand tenor of the 
bill and referred to previous efforts of the , 
Independents to get such a bill as the pre­
sent. While be took some credit to him­
self and hie colleagues for the new bill, he 
did not wish to detract from the credit due 
the Government, for the results of the bill 
would be to place almost the entire control 
of the schools in the hands of the Boards of 
School Trustees. He thought the |bill 
should be amended in committee so as to 
give the Soheel Board absolute control, 
within certain limits, of course, of the 
revenue and expenditure of the schools. He 
wished to discuss the amendments of which |

/
notice bad been given, but waa called to 
order by

Hon. Col. Bailer, who -said that having

the present time.
Considerable discussion on the point of 

order followed, Mr. Speaker holding that 
the discussion must, in accordance with the 
rules, be confined to the bill "before the

The second reading of the bill carried, 
MASONIC TKMBLE ASSOCIATION.

Hon. Mb. Beaven introduced a private 
bill to incorporate the Masonic Temple As­
sociation of B. C. ; read a first time and re­
ferred to Private Bills committee.

VICTORIA OnOLCIAL MAP.
Hon. Mr. Beaven introduced a bill re 

Victoria Official Map ; read a first time and 
referred to Private Bills committee.

MOUNT TOLMIE TRAMWAY.
Mr. Eberts introduced a bill to incorpor­

ate the Mount Tolmie Tramway C-o.; read 
a first time and referred to Private Bills 
committee.

RULED OUT or ORDE 
Mr. Speaker announced that^ 

chen'a ’till to amend the Constiti 
was out of order.

VANCOUVER Y. M. C. A.
Mr. Horne introduced a bill to incorpor­

ate the Vancouver Y. M. C. A.; read a first 
time and referred to Private Bills committee. 

PUBLIC HEALTH (BILL.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the Public Health Act, Mr. Grant 
in the chair.

The first discussion arose on section 4, 
which provides for the appointment of a 
chairman of the Provincial Board of Health. 
The salary proposed to be paid was $2,500 a 
year, and a number of the members of the 
House thought that the chief health officer 
of the Province should be the chairman. 
An amendment by Mr. Booth to this effect 
was voted down by 14 to 12.

During the discussion much amusement 
was created by the hon. leader of the Op­
position declaring that he believed a great 
many of the so-called smallpox-cases here last 
summer were nothing more or less than 
chicken-pox and measles.

Hon. Mr. Davie drew attention to the 
fact that the hon. leader of the Opposition 
could not agree with anyone. He aid not 
wonder at his not agreeing witly the Gov­
ernment, but Mr. Beaven seemed at “outs" 
with everyone, including not only his own 
supporters, but the Royal Commission as 
well. (Laughter. )

The committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again.

B. I. AND F. V. RAILWAY.
Mr. Cotton introduced a bill to amend 

the Burrard Inlet and Fraser Valley Rail­
way incorporation act; read a first time and 
referred to the Railway committee.

VICTORIA OFFICIAL MAPS ACT.
Mr. Cotton nreaent&d ft petition of Amor

DeCottttos against certain provisions of the 
Vkftoria Official Maps act.

The House adjourned at 5:40.
LEGISLATURE NOTES.

Night sessions begin next week.
The estimates will probably be down 

early next week, and the budget speech is 
expected a few days later.

A deputation from South Vancouver 
waited upon the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works yesterday morning. They i 
were ihtroduced by Messrs. Horne an''a 
Sword, and made a request that a cerf Ajn 
Government reserve in their municipality be 
removed. The delegation •consisted o\ Reeve 
Lawson, Conn. McLaohlen, Gib 40n and 
Douglas. Hon. Mr. Vernon promised to 
consider their request.

The following gentlemen vyere geests of 
Hon. D. W. Higgins last Evening at the 
first Speaker’s dinner of 'che session, viz : 
Hon. Mr. Davie, Hon. >4r. Vernon, Hon. 
Mr. Pooley, Hen. Mr. Turner, Hen. Col. 
Baker, Messrs. Hall, Hunter, Brown, 
Boeth, Semlin, Milne, M.P.P.’a, Messrs. 
Wm. Wilson, R. P. Rithet, Robert Ward, 
A. C. Flumertait, W. S. Gore, Dr. Powell 
wnd Capt. Fewer.

A meeting of the Private Bills committee 
was held yetftorday morning to consider the 
bill to make certain amendments to the 
Vancouver City charter. Mr. A. St. G. 
Hamersley, oity solicitor, appeared for the 
city, backed up by Mayor Cope, City Clerk 
McGuignn, Aid. MoCraney, Anderson, 
C. S. Beuglas and others. Mr. E. V. Bod- 
well appeared in support of the counter 
petition of H. O. Bell-Irving and others, 
The -argument was continued until ISO, 
when the committee adjourned for luncheon. 
The bill will be further considered at a 
meeting to be held to-day at the usual hour. 
The clause in the amending bill to which 
the great opposition arises is that legalizing 
the bonus to tbe Northern Pacific railway 
6o build to Vaeoouver.

A deputation -composed of Messrs. Sully, 
Sexa nith, Wm. Fâirall, C. D. Rand and J. 
Cum ingham waited upon the Hon. Minister 
of t manoe yesterday morning to urge that 
the ax om mortgages be repealed. They 
wer introd foed (y Mr. Cotton. Hon. Mr. 
Tmmr, in ieply, -aid Vuat the Government l 
could not at pro#n . nuo its way clear to 
compay with thetret .c t, but would take 

, the matter into coiffllti - -tion. The revenue 
last year from thivsthuve v,'»s about $48,000.

I The schedule of h8*Kts *( arbitration as 
attached to tbe arbWfcMor? bill is as follows: 
To each arbitrator for every meet­
ing where the cause i* n >ti proceeded with, 
but an enlargement r postponement is 
made at the request of either party, in ad­
dition to all necessary travelling expenses, 
not lees than $1.60, nor more than $6; to 
each arbitrator or umpire for every day’s 

/.sitting, to consist of not lee^han six hours, 
in addition to all neoeeaaiy<|raveHing ex­
penses, not leas than $5, nor more than $25; 
to each arbitrator or umpire for every sit­
ting not extending to sue hours (fractional 
parts of hours beirt eluded), where 
the arbitration U u -, i W * redwith, 
in addition to * to*» jo ung ex­
penses, for t’4 , u. such pro­
ceedings, at the rak of ax, less than $*.50, 
nor more than $6; t every clerk, eeotf fory, 
or reporter for each hour occupied in oon-1
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The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. Coverdale W atson.

PETITIONS.
The following petition wae read and re-

Amor DeCosmos opposing Private 
Bill to amend Victoria City Official Maps 
Act.

On the motion to adopt the report,
Hon. Mr. Bkavkn said that as far as his 

knowledge was concerned he thought Mr. 
DeCosmos had no cause to complain and 
would find out when he came before the 
Private Bills committee that he had no real 
grievance.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mil Martin, from the Private Bills com­

mittee, reported., the preamble of the fol­
lowing bills proved :

An Act to incorporate the Roman Catho­
lic Bishop of New Westminster.

An Act to amend the Vancouver Incorp­
oration Act.

The report called attention to the fact 
that section 9 of the bill did not appear to 
have been contemplated either in the notice 
or in the preamble of the bilL

Mr. Booth, from the Railway committee, 
reported that having in view the great im­
portance to and necessity of the Kootenay 
country obtaining coal for the development 
of the smelting industry, the following 
reeolation be adopted :

« Whereas the British Columbia Southern 
mQway has applied to the Dominion Gov­
ernment for the usual subsidy of $3,200 per 
mile of railway for the first and second sec­
tions of line, being 90 miles and 120 miles 
respectively ; and whereas such application 

1 has been pressed upon the Dominion Gov­
ernment for the last three years, but has not 
received any satisfactory reply ; and where­
as the construction of the British Columbia 
Southern railway is of great importance to 
the Province, in order to develop the coal 
fields ef Crew’s Nest Pass and to convey the 
ooal to the smelters already erected and which 
would be erected if such coal supply were 
forthcoming ; and whereas the obtaining of 
such coal would give a gréât stimulus to the 
mining industry in Kootenay and would be 
productive of a considerable increase in the 
trade and wealth of the Province ; There' 
fore, be it resolved that an address be pre­
sented to the Lieutenant-Governor, praying 
him to move the Dominion Government to 
grant the British Columbia Southern Rail­
way Co. the said subsidies, inasmuch as it 
would tend materially towards theproeperity 
of the Province.”

tax on mortgages.
Mr. Horne asked the Hon. Attorney- 

General the following question, to which 
the attached answer was given :

Q. Is it the intention of the Government 
to repeal et modify the tax on mortgages, 
assessed and collected under the provisions 
of the Assessment act. A. The matter is 
under consideration.

■SETTLED ESTATES BILL.
The House went into committee on the 

Settled Estates bill, Mr. Anderson in the 
chair. The committee reported the bill

COAL MINES REGULATION BILL.
Mr. Keith moved the second reading of 

the Coal Mines Regulation bill, which he 
said had now come before the House for the 
fourth time. He thought hon. members 
understood the question thoroughly, and he 
need not, therefore, go fully into the 
question.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said that on previous 
occasions he had opposed this bill, and as 
nothing had transpired in the meantime to 
change his views he would still oppose it.

The second reading of the bill was lost on 
the following division :

Ayes—Messrs. Beaven, Milne, Forster, 
Keith, Watt, Brown, Cotton, Kitchen, 
8word, McKenzie, Semlin and Fletcher —12.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, Davie, Vernon, 
Eberts, 8 tod dart. Booth, Nason, Horne, 
Smith, Pooley, Turner, Martin, Croft, 
Hunter, Rogers, Anderson—16.

ATTACHMENT OF WAGES.
Mr. Keith moved the second reading of 

the bill to abolish the attachment of wages. 
He said that he did not know that he could 
charge this Government with not being de­
sirous of furthering the interest» of the 
workingman,-for he thought the Govern­
ment was anxious to do all it could in this 
direction. He had gone into the question 
somewhat carefully and had found that for 
six months there were about fifty garnishee 
summonses per month, and it would be 
found that ou these there had been paid an 
average of over $10 per claim in addition to 
tiie legal debt. He instanced one case in 
which a man was siek and the sick benefits 
had been garnisheed. It was surprising to 
know to how great an extent the garnishee 
business was carried on in Nanaimo. The 
abolishment of the attachment of wages 
would not prevent orders being made by a 
■County court judge that a man should psy 
so much a month. As it wss, a great hard­
ship was caused to workingmen.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that some years 
ago he had introduced a bill somewhat 
aunilar in principle to the present one, and 
in doing so had been impressed with the 
view that hardships frequently happened by 
taking away from a laboring man the only 
means which he had for his actual livelihood 
-and leaving himself and possibly bis family, 
if he bad one, in a state of starvation. He 
had not pressed the bill at that time because 
he had felt that the general sense of the 
House wae against it. He was afraid, in 
fact he knew, that the bill now before the 
House went entirely too far when it pro­
posed to abolish the attachment of all wages 
or salaries of any clerk, employe, etc*. That 
merely meant that aU warn or salaries of 
any person who worked for a stated sum 
should not be subject to attachment. 
While he was perfectly willing to support 
a reasonable amount of protection to work­
ingmen who might, through no fault of their 
own, get into difficulties, he could not bring 
himself to vote for such an extensive meas­
ure sa the present, because he felt it would 
be simply making a method by which die- 
honest people could swindle their creditors. 
It would, m-
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that any
moreover, establish the principle 

man who worked for wages or sal

ary, whether he got $25 per month or $500 
per month, could pot be trusted as there 
was no means of collecting from him. He 
thought that the ..bill was not a good one 
either from the point of view of the interests 
of trade generally or of the recognized just 
rights and position in society of those who 
earn wages. He had occasion, while 
in _ Nanaimo a few days ago 
to discuss the matter with a deputation of 
tradesmen, and had explained to them his 
own views, but had not then been aware of 
the extensive scope of the measure as now 
introduced. Up to a limited amount he be­
lieved that there should be some protection 
to the workingmen, say for married men 
$40 to $50, and .for single men $20 to $25, 
This wculaleave sufficient to keep the wolf 
from the door and enable an honest man to 
get out of his difficulties. The real griev­
ance which had brought the matter up now 
was that arising from an amendment to the
County Court Act, made last year by a 
private member of the House, permitting 
the garnisheeing of wages before judgment 
was obtained. However, he had already 
drafted a measure somewhat on the lines he 
had suggested, but in the meantime, for the 
reasons he had stated, would have to vote 
against the" present bill.

Messrs. Sword, Kitchen, Brown, Booth, 
Forster and Semlin continued the debate, 
all agreeing that the bill went too far.

Hon. Mr. Pooley opposed the second 
reading, because it would prevent honest 
men from getting credit, but would help dis­
honest men to be rascals. With this bill 
passed the only way to collect small debts 
would be by an order of the court, and if 
the order were not obeyed the result would be 
the imprisonment of the debtor, a step 
which no creditor liked to force. Honest 

would always pay their debts, dishonest
_never would if they could help it.
Mr. Cotton moved the adjournment of 

the debate.
KOOTENAY, LAKE SHORE AND LARDO RAIL­

WAY.
Mr. Punch introduced a billto incorpdr- 

ate the Kootenay, Lake Shore and Lardo 
Railway ; read a first time and referred to 
Railway committee.

B. c. COLLEGE.

Mr. Horne introduced a bill to incor­
porate the B. G College ; read a first time 
and referred to Private Bills committee. 

PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND CABLE CO.
Mr. Croft introduced a bill to incor­

porate the Pacific Telephone and Cable Co. ; 
read a first time and referred to Private 
Bills committee.

KASLO-SLOCAN TRAMWAY OO.
Dr. Watt introduced a bill to in cor- j 

porate the Kaslo-Slocan Tramway Co.,! 
read a first time and referred to Railway 
committee.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.
The House went into committee on the 

bill to ameLd the Medical Act, Mr. Sword 
in the chair.

The fee for the registration of English 
graduates was fixed at $160, and it was 
provided thiv the fines for contravention of 
the act should go to the Crown.

The committee reporting the bill complete 
with amendments.

THE GAME BILL.
Mr. Hall moved the second reading of a 

bill to amend the Game Protection Act, 
which, he said, merely asked to make it 
legal to export deev hides from the Pro-

After some discussion,
Mr, Anderson said he hoped the second 

reading would carry, not because he agreed 
entirely with the bill, but because he 
wished to move an amendment to prevent 
the discharge of firearms within a certair 
distance of the public roads.

The second reading was lost by a show of 
hands, 4 to 14.

- MUNICIPAL BILL.
Hon. Mb. Beaven moved the second 

reading of a bill to amend the Municipal 
act, the provisions of which he explained.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he would support 
the second reading of the bill, but in com­
mittee proposed to move some amendments 
dealing with the control of the police and 
the appointment of the Board of Licensing 
Commissioners.

Mr. Cotton said that the feeling was 
that in the small cities the police should be 
less under the immediate control of those 
who might in some cases prevent them 
doing their duty, but, at the same time, 
there was a strong feeling that as the city 
had to pay for the police they should have 
as much control as possible. He favored 
increasing the powers of the Licensing 
Boards.

Mb. Hunter thought the control and 
government of the police should be entirely 
taken out of the hands of the City 
Councils and placed in the bands of a 
Board of Commissiorers. He did not be­
lieve that the police of Victoria were free 
agents te carry out the law, nor would they 
and otl •‘-city police forces in the Province 
be so u —7 they were entirely removed from 
the control-of the Mayor and Aldermen. 
With regard to liquor licenses, he would say 
that he believed the system us in force in 
the Province was a failure, and had made 
up his mind that high license wae the only 
thing which would afford protection and 
curtail the liquor traffic.

Mr. Grant advocated the giving of 
greater powers to the municipalities. He 
dealt at some length with the license ques-

I The bill p* <ed its second reading ; to be 
! committee > ; week.

FC ROADS PRESERVATION.
Mr. Kn v moved the second reading 

of a bill the Preservation of Public 
Roads, w* e explained was to prevent
narrow ti ng used on country roads.

Hov. I L vie wondered that the hon. 
leader of tje Opposition had not expressed 
an opinion on the bill. He (Mr. Davie) re­
membered when the subject had been be­
fore the House on a previous occasion his 
hon. friend (Mr. Beaven) had opposed it, 
■•ying that the only difference Between a 
wide tire and a nafcrow tire was that a wide 
tire would make a digger hole. (Laughter.)

Mr. Brown humorously objected to the 
hon. At* rney-General trailing his coat on 
the nfii 1 for the hon. leader of the Op- 
poei , tread upon it (Laughter.)

H $ x. Bravesi opposed the bill, ad- 
i suggested that a wide

one. (i igbter.) Wide tires made heavier 
work foi he horses, and he claimed that ex­
perience ad shown they cut the roads up 
more.

Hon. C r~ Baker suggested that when 
the hon. leader of the Opposition went 
home he r ould get a round ruler and try, 
to cut a piece of butter, instead of using L 
knife. (Laughter.)

The second reading carried.
MOUNT TOLMIE TRAMWAY.

Mr. Cotton presented a petition from 
Amor DeCosmos against the Mount Tolmie 
Tramway Co. incorporation.

The House adjourned at 5.40 p.m.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

By Hon. Mr. Davie—To introduce an 
act to further amend the Railway Act.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.
By Mr. Semlin—To ask the Attorney- 

General : “ Will the Government in any 
action that may be brought in the Supreme 
court by J. P. McLeod against the Crown 
for damages sustained by reason of the can­
cellation of bis certificate, advise the Lieu­
tenant-Governor as follows : That, for the 
purpose of having the matter tried and set­
tled judicially on its meeits, the Crown 
waive the plea of tort and the plea that the 
said certificate was cancelled in the exercise 
of discretion vested by statute in the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in-Council, and the plea 
that the discretion so exercised is not re- 
viewable by the court, and any other plea 
or pleas that may tend to frustrate, preju­
dice or impede the trial of the case on its

“(2) And that the action be tried as if it 
were an action brought by one subject against 
another subject, and solely for the purpose 
of deciding whether injustice has or has not 
been done to the said J. P. McLeod, and 

| whether he wae or wae not guilty, of un­
professional conduct and gross insubordina­
tion, as alleged in the report of the Council 
of Public Instruction of date November 27, 
1891, and what damages (if any) he is en­
titled to !

legislature notes.
The time of the Railway committee was 

occupied yesterday in hearing argument on 
the Kootenay Central Railway bill. Mr. 
Bodwell appeared for the petitioners ; Mr. 
J. 8. Yates for the Kaslo-Slocan company. 
The bill will be further considered to-day.

The Private Bills committee met again 
yesterday morning and passed the Vancou­
ver Incorporation Amendment Act, includ­
ing the section re Northern Pacific Railway 
Company’s bonus, to which there was so 
much opposition.

A deputation has waited upon Hon. Mr. 
Vernon to solicit aid in building a bridge 
from Lulu Island to the Mainland. It is 
understood they received assurances that 
the Government would be recommended to 
assist the project to the extent of about 
one-third the estimated cost, which is $15,- 
000. The bridge will be about two milei 
nearer to New Westminster than the pre 
sent one.
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pesions.
The following petition was read and re­

ceived :—
From A. DeCosmos, opposing private bill 

to incorporate “The Mount Tolmie Railway 
Company.”

Mr. Martin, from the Private Bills com­
mittee, reported that in the case of the 
petition of Sir Donald A. Smith and R. R. 
Angus for a private bill, the rules re ad­
vertisement in the Gazette had been com­
plied with, but not so as to the advertise­
ment in a local newspaper. The committee , 
recommended, however, that inasmuch as 
no private interests were affected, the 
petition be heard.

SCHOOL BILL.
The House went into committee on the 

School Act amendment bill, Mr. Kellie in 
the chair.

On the discussion of Sec. 3,
Hon. Mr. Beaven raised the objection 

that the per capita grant of $10 proposed 
by the Government was not sufficiently 
large.

Hon. Col. Baker showed by figures 
already quoted that the proposed allowance 
was a most liberal one. In Ontario the 
average cost per pupil was, he said, some­
thing like $14.90, and of this the Govern­
ment only paid about $5.50.

Quite a discussion was raised on this 
clause, also as to what should be understood 
by the words “average actual daily at tend-

Hon. Col. Baker explained the way in 
which this average was arrived at. The 
monthly reports showed the prescribed 
school days, days school was in session, total 
daily attendance and total actual attend­
ance. The “ average actual daily attend­
ance” is found by dividing the “days school 
was in session ” into the “ total actual at­
tendance.”

An amendment was made that the Gov­
ernment should pay the grant quarterly.

On the discussion of Sec. 4,
Hon. Col. Baker moved an amendment 

to give the School Boards power to appoint I 
officers and servants, etc., as may be deemed I 
necessary to secure the efficient manage­
ment of the schools.

It was explained that the addition to 
Clause 6, re voters, only made it necessary 
that before voting for trustees those quali­
fied under the Municipal Act to vote for 
Mayor, etc., should show that they had 
paid their Provincial revenue tax.

Hon. Mr. Beaven objected to the clause 
giving the trustees power to make a deman.d 
on the City Council at the beginning of the 
year for the full amount of the estimated 
expenditure for the whole year.

The section was then amended so that the 
money should be paid “ from time to time 
as required.”

During the discussion,
Mr. Cotton drew attention to the word 

" incurrable ” in the bilL He said there 
was no such word m the English language. 
It was agreed that the House should 
“ coin ’’ the word, the meaning being very 

v apparent.
Hon. Mr. Beaven drew Attention to the 

fact that the money was to '*e- oaid over to 
the secretary of the Sohoo? fJL'oard, who 
gave no bonds as the City Tn /»: er did.

Mr. Hunter did not see wh. .JU e secre­
tary of the School Board co not give 
bonds. v ! ,

Hon. Mr. Davie—How much)» >*ry does 
the secretary get? z f

Hon. Mr. Beaven — Aboui. $25 per

Hon. Mr. Davie—How are yv« going to 
get a man to give $20,000 bonds os a salary 
of $25 per month ?

Hon. Mr. Beaven expressed the opinion 
that the money should be left in the hands 
of the CounciL

Hon. Mr. Davie suggested that the 
money should be left in the hands of the 
City Treasurer, to be paid over on. the or­
der of the Board of School Trustees. This 
would practically make the City Council 
bankers for the School Board.

The hon. Premier’s suggestion was adopt­
ed, the clause being amended accordingly.

Hon. Mr. Beaver strenuously objected 
to placing the control of any funds raised by 
the Council, a responsible body, in the 
hands of the Board of Trustees, an irrespon­
sible body.

Mr. Cotton wanted to know how it 
that the Board of Aldermen, an elecj^d 
liody, was a responsible body, while 
Board of Trustees, als- an elective b , 
was what the hon. 1er c r of the Opposition 
called a totally irresponsible body.

Hon. Mr. Beaven referred Mr. Cotton 
to the Municipal Act.

Mr. Cotton said it c e down to this : 
Would the Chairman a- Secretary of the 
Board of School Trust îsue fraudulent 
orders or not ? He did ns think there was 
any reason for distrust.

Hon. Mr. Davie reviewed the provisions 
of the School Act, showing that al1 money 
for school purposes was to be paid into the 
hands of the City Treasurer, whe x it would 
be perfectly safe. Then the money was 
paid out to the parties to whom i was dne, 
by the City Treasurer, on the oi or of the 
Board of School Trustees. What could be 
safer than this ! He thought the hon. 
leader of the Opposition wae most unreason­
able if he wanted any more restrictions than 
these.

Hon. Mr. Beaven argued that the On­
tario Act was a much better one.

Dr. Milk 6 also wanted the Ontario Act.
Mr. Cotton inquired hat more the hon. 

gentlemen wanted than tne present bill was 
giving ? He looked upon this as a moatr 
reasonable and fair proi osition.

The committee reported progress and 
asked leave to sit again.

B. AND W. K. RAILWAY.

Mr. Croft introduced a bill to incorpor­
ate the Bedlington and West Kootenay 
Railway Co. ; read a firs* time and referred 
to the Railway enissittas.

VICTORIA rnClAL MAPS.

Mr. Cotton asked leave to have the 
standing raise sad orders —nended so that



i might refer to » P®^0^ "."hm”0' ^ I 
jbemoe re Victori» Official Maps bill.
|HON. Mr. Beaven said the bill was not 
#>w in the House. It had not yet been be­
tte the Private Bills committee. When it 
fid go before them Mr. De Cosmos might

iHoN. Mr. Davie recited the procedure 
fty which t*he petitioner might have a status 
to oppose a bill before the Private Bills 
committee. ,

: Mr. Semlin explained that it was alleged 
In the petition that the standing ordets 
bad not been complied with as reported.

Mr. Cotton said that he would give 
éotioe ot a motion to refer the report back. 
In the meantime the petition will be printed.

Si House adjourned at 5:50 o clock. 
NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. Kitchen—To introduce a bill to 
d the Municipal Act, 1892. ■
Mr. Kitchen—To introduce a bill to 
lidate and amend the Drainage, Dyk- (

ing and Irrigation Act and amending acts. 
NOTICE OF QUESTION.

By Mr. Semlin—To ask the Chief Com­
missioner of Lands and "Works: “Does 
the Government still own the machinery for 
artesian boring ? Does the Government in­
tend sinking artesian wells in the Spallum- 
oheen or Okanagan Valleys country during 
the present year ? ”

By Mr. Brown—To ask the Minister of 
Education, “ Do you intend to have the 
Public School acts of 1891, 1892 and 1893. 
printed in consolidated form and issued ae 
soon as possible to the school trustees and 
teachers as a departmental paper ? ” 

LEGISLATURE NOTES.
The Private Bills committee will not meet 

again until Tuesday morning.
Mr. Kitchen has a large number of 

amendments to the Municipal act, of which 
he will give notice. There are various 
amendments also suggested by other mem­
bers of the House.

A meeting of the select committee to in­
quire into the claims of certain parties'to 
land at the mouth of Carpenter creek, West 
Kootenay, was held yesterday morning. 
Another meeting will be held to-day.

The Railway committee had another long 
session yesterday morning discussing the 
bill to incorporate the Kootenay Central 
Railway Company. There is a great deal 
of opposition to the granting of the charter.

Two propositions have been made to the 
members of the House to have their photo­
graphs taken. One is by J. Savannah, who 
wants to make a panel group^for one of the 
local World’s Fair publications. Some of 
the members want a guarantee that the cuts 
to be made from the photographs will not 

be hideous caricatures.
Prospects ox a “ normal ” session seem to 

improve day after day. Matters on which 
protracted debates were expected, go off 
smoothly and quietly, and less time by far 
is taken up than even the most sanguine 
supposed. Unless the private bills provide 
a good deal of discussic^, the session will 
not be nearly so long as» was anticipated 
when the speech from the# throne outlined 
such heavy work to be-OTought before the 
Legislature.

The provisions of the Bill relating to the 
British Columbia Southern Railway are to 
the following effect : “ The General Rail­
way Act is proposed to be departed from in 
the following respects, viz.: (a.) Sec. 10 
of the General Act contemplates the plans 
and surveys and construction of the road 
being proceeded with a«- a whole. This 
bill contemplates bail i- the railway by 
sections, (b.) The al Act contem­
plates the company taking a railway. 
This act proposes tc ir on the company 
additional powers f u xding, milling and 
mining. The folio» og are the acts pro­
posed to be amène by this bill : The 
British Columbia » them Railway Com­
pany Act, 1888 ; 1 .e Crow’s Nest and 
Kootenay Lake Rai1 /ay Company Amend­
ment Act, 1890; ohe British Columbia 
Southern Railway Act Amendment Act, 
1891.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.
NINETEENTH DAY. / 

Monday, Feb. 27, 1893.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Rev. Canon Beanlands.

PETITIONS.
Mr. Cotton presented a petition from 

the corpora Lion of the city of Vancouver in I 
support of their bill to amend the city 
charter.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin, from the standing commit-, 

tee on Private bills, reported that the news- j 
paper and Gazette notices re the application , 
of the Nelson Electric Light Co. were in- j 
sufficient by three days, but as no private! 
interests were prejudiced the committee ad- • 
vised that the notices be deemed sufficient. 

The report was received and adopted. I 
Ms. Booth, from the Railway committee, I 

reported the preamble proved of a bill to ! 
incorporate the Kootenay Central Railway 
Company, and reported the bill with 
amendments.

The report was received.
Mb. Kellie, from the select committee 

appointed to inquire into certain claims to 
land at the mouth of Carpenter creek, re­
ported that having heard the evidence ad­
duced they were of the opinion^ that the 
claim of Angus McGillivray, who had 
staked the land, duly advertised it and sur­
veyed it, etc., was the prior one, and recom­
mended that it be recognized.

NJZIflON ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY.
Mr. Croft introduced a bill to amend 

the Nelson Electric Light Company’s In­
corporation Act ; bill read a first time, and 
referred to Private Bills committee.

TO VALIDATE CERTAIN CONVEYANCES.
Mr. Cotton introduced a bill to remove 

doubts concerning the validity of certain 
conveyances of land ; read a first time, and 
referred to Private Bills committee.

RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill to fur­

ther amend the Railway Act ; read a first 
time, second reading on Wednesday.

B. C. SOUTHERN RAILWAY.
Mr. Booth moved, seconded by Mr. 

Kellie, the followimz resolution : “Whereas I 
the British Columbia Southern Railway1 
Company has applied to the Domin­
ion Government for the usual subsidy 
of $3,200 per mile of railway for the 
first and second sections, their line 
being 90 miles and 120 miles respectively ; 
And whereas such application has been 
pressed upon the Dominion Government for 
the last three years, but has not received 
any satisfactory reply ; And whereas the 
construction of the British Columbia South­
ern Railway is of great importance to the 
Province in order to develop the coal fields 
of the Crow’s Nest Pass and to convey the 

, coal to the smelters already erected, and 
which would be erected if such coal supply 
were forthcoming ; And whereas the ob­
taining of such coal would give a great stim­
ulus to the mining industry in the Koot­
enay District, and would be productive of a 
considerable increase in the trade and wealth 
of the Province : Therefore be it resolved, 
that a humble address be presented to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, praying him to move 
the Dominion Government to grant the 
British Columbia Southern Railway Com­
pany the said subsidies, inasmuch as it 
would tend materially towards the prosper­
ity of the Province.”

Hon. Mr. Beavbn said he thought the»| 
resolution deserved more discussion than 
had been given it. The House had never 
heard any reason why the Dominion Gov­
ernment had not granted the subsidy which 
had been applied for, but there might be 
some very material and substantial reason 
for such refusal.

Hon. Col. Baker said that, as represent­
ing the district which would be immediately 
affected by the construction of the railway, 
he was able to give some explanation to the 
hon. leader of the Opposition. The resolu­
tion was introduced by way of a report from 
the Railway committee with a recommenda­
tion to the House. The British Columbia 
Southern Railway company had been before 
the Legislature on various occasions. The 
company was endeavoring to get the rail­
way built, and had applied to the Dominion 
Government for the usual grant. But there 
were sometimes contending interests which 
the Government considered, and while they 
had not refused the grant, still they had 
not given it. As all hon. members of the 
H rose knew, the Province was to a certain 
eitent suffering from the niggardly grant of 
the Dominion. The Province paid into the 
Dominion something like a million and a 
quarter, and received in one way or another 
only about $500,000. This being the case, 
the Province had a right to expect 
if the resolution were carried some sort of 
reasonably generous treatment from the 
Dominion. What would be the advan­
tages Î The Kootenay mining interests 
were now what would be called “ booming ” 
but on a very sure and safe foundation. 
The mineral wealth being discovered there 
was something simply extraordinary—and 
what were the means for development? 
Although these ores were taken out there 
was no means of smelting them and they 
naturally went out of the country. True 
some smelters had been erected, but there 
was now an outcry for coal, for there 
was no use having smelters without coal. 
In the Crow’s Neat Pass through which 
this railway would run, there were some of 
the largest and most valuable ooal fields in 
the world. The object of building the rail­
way was to get the coal down to the smelt- j 
era and keep |the ore in the Province. The 
company which was now asking for the 
grant considered that grants to railways 
had in the past been given by the Dominion 
Government on a most liberal scale, and cer­
tainly the Dominion had been moat liberal 
in this Province when any appli­
cation had been made on behalf of 
theC. P. R. (Hear, hear.) The company 
only asked for equal liberality, more espec­
ially when the Province would derive such 
benefit from the construction of the line. 
They asked for a subsidy for 90 miles and 
120 miles respectively. The 90 mile section 
would open up the coal fields and distribute 
the coal into the mining country bv the

Brnner’e Ferry route. The 120 mile section 
v -ild then be built so that the coal might 
g Into the rich Lardeau country. These 
v jre the two points. The company we 
f yidy to build, and had given the best gua 
ki'itee that they were ready to go on, and 
uiey only asked the Dominion Government 
'f-6 give tûe usual assistance which this Pro­
vince had a right to ask and to expect. This 
was a very simple explanation of the position 
the company took, and he could not see in 
any way how the House would be doing 
wrong in placing the subject as forcibly as 
possible before the D >u>i. iou Government. 
Some of the financiers who were in the rail­
way company had made use\f the expres- 
aion that the Dominion Government would 
■ever do anything so long as they only 
“ kicked with moccasins.”

Mr. Semlin said that this was a inâtW 
in which the House should go sickly. "If 
the Dominion Government were to make 
auch a suggestion to this House it would be
looked upon as impertinence. He did^ not, 
think the passage of the resolution w oui<j 1̂ 
treating the Dominion Government properly. 
He agreed that the construction ' j ^ roa(i 
would be very much in t’ae interests 
of the Province, but he would, hesitate very 
much before voting for the motion.

Hon. Mr. Poolex exp,cessed surprise at 
the tone of the remarks of the hon. member 
for Yale. The resolution was not a die- 
troial one bub siirmly a request. When 
other resolutions of such a kind were 
brought up, for instance, re improved mail 
service and navigation on the rivers, was it 
not proper for the House to pass them and 
make a request of the Dominion Govern­
ment?

Hon. Mr. Davie said that judging from 
what had been said by hon. members oppo­
site, an outsider who happened to drop in 
upon the House would at once come to the 
conclusion that it was a mere debating soci 
ety and that some hon. members opposite 
were always exercising their privilege of 
talking simply for the salie of having some­
thing to say. *For instance, one hon. gen­
tleman (Mr. Semlin) was perfectly in accord 
with the principle of the motion but thought 
it was out of place, that this House was go­
ing out of its way to make any represent­
ation to the Dominion Government. This 
line of argument was wrong. All that the 
House would be doing in passing this 
motion would be to draw attention to the 
great need of the railway and the benefit 
that would result from it. If the House 
followed nut the principle that hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Semlin) advocated 
the Province would simply be 
sitting down under all the indignity and 
neglect from the Dominion Government of 
which so many complaints were now being 
made. The hon. leader of the Opposition 
wanted to know where the mater ■■or the 
motion came from. That questroc could 
only be asked in ignorance. The report was 
from the Railway committee which reported 
certain facts to the House and the House 
was bound to assume in the absence of any 
proof to the contrary, that there was 
material to run on. The committee vas, no 
doubt, jn possession of the facts and could 
call witnesses, etc., and get the fa(ÿs. 
Apart from all this, the direction of the 
resolution was in the interests of the Prov­
ince, and when once he (Mr. Davie) satisfied 
himself that a motion before the House was 
in the interests of the Province, he did nob 
propose to waste any time in raising little 
points of order and procedure as the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were continually doing. 
He heartily supported the resolution.

Mr. Kellie said he would have much 
pleasure in supporting the resolution, as if 
this House could bring any pressure to bear 
upon the Dominion Government to get this 
subsidy, it should take that action. This 
railway would make Kootenay Lake the 
great mining centre of British Columbia. 
At the present time there were 30 to 50 
tons of ore per day going into Kaslo, and he 
was satisfied before another year passed 
there would be hundreds of tone of ore 
going down. The whole upper country was 
going ahead very fast, but it was a neces­
sary factor in its development and in the 
development of the rich mines that there 
should be cheap coal such as would be had 
when the railway was built to open up the 
Crow’s Nest Pass fields.

The motion carried.
drainage act.

Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill to amend 
the Drainage and Dyking Act ; read a first 
time, second reading to-morrrw.

county courts act.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill to 

amend the County Courts Act ; read a first 
time, second reading to-morrow.

CROWN LANDS SURVEYS.
Hon. Mr. Vernon presented the annual 

report for 1892 of the Surveyor-General.
THE M’lKOD CASE.

Mr. Semlin asked the Hon. the Attorney- 
General the following questions :

1. Will the Government, in any act 
that may be brought in the Supreme ct 
by J. P. McLeod against the Crown tor 
damages sustained by reason of the cancel­
lation of his certificate, advise His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor as follows ;

That, for the purpose of having the mat­
ter tried and settled judicially on its merits, 
the Crown waive the plea of tort, and the 
plea that the said certificate was cancelled 
in the exercise* of discretion vested by 
statute in the Lieutenant-Governor-in- 
Council, and the plea that the discretion so 
exercised is not reviewable by tfawcourt, 
and any other plea or pleas that m . tend 
to frustrate, prejudice or impede ÿrial 
of the case on its merits ;

2. And LhM the action be tried if it 
were an accfcrn brought by one 4>ject 
against another subject, and sole! ‘the 
purpose of deciding whether inj.Jt ‘has 
or has not been done to the said j. * Mc­
Leod, and whether he was or was not guilty 
of unprofessional conduct and gross idsub- 
ordination, as alleged in the report of the 
Council of Public Instruction of date No­
vember, 27, 1891, and what damages (if 
any) he is entitled to ?

Hon. Mr. Davie replied as follows : 
“ Having already informed the House that 
Hie Honor will be advised to grant a peti­
tion of right, I have nothing to add. SH^Md 
the Crown set up pleas tending to fru^' fr 
the trial of the ease on ite merits, the 0 ' i> 
will on application strike them out.”11

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the Public Health Act, Mr. Grant 
in the chaip.

The salariy of the chairman of the Pro­
vincial Board of Health it was decided 
should not exceed $3,000 for any one year.

On the discussion of section 5,
I* Mr. Brown moved an amendment to 
make the secretary of the Provincial Board 
of Health chief health officer for the Prov­
ince. He argued that unless this was done 
the secretary of the Board would be a non­
entity, and when he gave orders the people 
of the cities to whom such orders were given 
would not jump “stiff-legged.”

Hon. Mr. Davie replied that the orders 
<ef the secretary, or of any other officer of 
constituted authority, would be obeyed— 
there was no question about this. It must 
be remembered that the present bill was leg­
islation not for an ordinary time but for an 
extraordinary time," when no divided au­
thority could be allowed.

After some debate,
Mr. Brown said that there were Win­

chesters enough on the Mainland to prevent 
the orders of anyone being carried out if the 
people did not want to obey them.

Mr. Hunter in opposing the amendment 
said it was all very well for the hon. mem­
ber for WeStminster district to talk about 
Winchesters and the like, but he (Mr. 
Hunter) had always found in his experience 
that the men who bragged moat about their 
courage and their wonderful nerve were the 
very first ones to go to the rear when there 
was a row. (Laughter.)

The amendment was defeated by a vote 
of 17 to 10.

The section was then passed.
The salary of the secretary, who is to be 

a medical man and a member of the Board, 
was fixed at $2,500 per annum.

Mr. Hunter moved to authorize the 
Board of Health to employ a chemist, san­

itary engineer, etc., if it were found neces­
sary.

The amendment was held over.
On the discussion of section 10,
Mr. Kitchen moved to strike out the 

words “and no person shall daring the 
prevalence of such disease make such dis­
tribution (of literature, circulars, etc., re 
disease) unless the approval of a member of 
the Board shall have been first had and ob-

Hon. Mr. Davie said he did not object j 
to these words being struck out. In his 
opinion they did not go far enough, and he j 
proposed to introduce a separate section on 
the subject later on.

The words were struck out.
The committee rose, reported progress 

and asked leave to sit again. , -*■. a
[industrial disputes bill, ■**'’•

The Industrial Disputes bill was read a 
third time and passed.

The House adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
notice of motion.

By Mr. Kellie: “That whereas no satis­
faction can be obtained relating to the pur­
chase or pre-emption of lands in the 20 mile 
belt; and whereas the inactive policy of the 
Dominion Governmet is retarding the settle­
ment of land in Kootenay; and whereas 
purchasers of lots seven years ago in 
the Revelstoke townsite have been un­
able through litigation to perfect titles to 
said lots : Therefore, that the Lient.-Gover­
nor be asked to take such steps as will best 
promote the settlement of said lands and 
allow purchasers to perfect titles to said 

'. lots in Retelstoke.”

I!



PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament.

TWENTIETH DAY.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1893. 

Prayers by Rev. Canon Beanlands.
ELECTION OK SPEAKER PRO >KM.

In the absence of Mr. Speaker,
Hon. Mr. Davie moved seconded by 

Hon. Mr. Turner, that Mr. Martin take the 
chair as speaker pro tern.

The motion carried and Mr. Martin took 
the chair.

PETITIONS.

The following petition was read and re- 
Delved :

From the Corporation of the City of Van­
couver, for leave to present a petition for a 
private bill to validate By-law No. 166.

Mb. Mackenzie presented a petition from 
residents of Nanaimo re School bill.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Booth from the Railway committee, 

reported the preamble proved of the follow­
ing bill and reported the same with amend­
ments : “ An Act to incorporate the Lar- 
dean and Kootenay Railway Company.”

The report was received-
ARTESIAN WELLS.

Mb. Sbmlin asked the hon. Chief Com- 
misnoner of Lands and Works the following 
questions :

(a.) Does the Government still own the 
machinery for artesian boring ?

(b.) Does the Government intend sinking 
artesian wells in the Spallumcheen or 
Okanagan country during the present year ?

Hon. Mr. Vernon replied: (a.) Yes. (b.) 
No ; the Government has no intention of

PRINTING of school act.
Mb. Brown asked the hon. Minister of 

Education the following question :
** Do you intend to have the Public 

School Acts of 1891, 1892 and 1893 printed 
in consolidated form and issued, as soon as 
possible, to school trustees and teachers as 
• departmental paper ? ”

Hon. Col. Baker replied : “ The usual 
course will be followed in that matter as to. ! 
consolidation.”

MUNICIPAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Mr. Kitchen introduced a bill to amend 

the Municipal Act; read a first time; 
second reading Thursday.

SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the School Act Amendment bill, 
Mr. Kellie in the chair.

An amendment was introduced by Hon. 
Mr. Beaven, permitting the cities to have a 
separate polling booth for the election of 
school trustees.

Dr. Milne moved an amendment to 
amend sec. 6, sub-sec. 10, so as to prevent 
the cancellation of teachers’ certificates by 
the Council of Public Instruction except for 
immorality.

Hon. Col. Baker said he would have to 
firmly oppose the proposed amendment, as 
it was necessary beyond all question of a 
doubt that the power should remain^* it 
was in the hands of the Council of Public 
Instruction. He showed what the law was 
in Ontario and Manitoba, and that in those 
provinces the matter of cancellation or re­
voking of certificates was placed in not 
such high hands as the Council of Public 
Instruction, but in the hands of subordin­
ates of the Department, such as inspectors.

Dr. Milne referred to what he called 
•‘ the unjust treatment ” of J. P. McLeod. 

Mb. Sbmlin brought up the Muir case. 
Hon. Col. Baker was compelled by what 

had been said by the hon. member for Yale 
(Mr. Semlin) to bring up the Muir matter 
again and to read to the “ climax ” of the 
correspondence between himself and the 
Board of Trustees of Comox. He did not 
wish to go through the whole of the volumin­
ous correspondence, but would read the last 
letter he had written, which was as fol-

“ Victoria, Nov. 7th, 1892.
*' To the Board of School Trustees, South

Comox:
“ Gentlemen I have the honor to ac­

knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3ra in * , informing me that in accordance 
with the instructions conveyed in my letter 
of the 26th ult., you have notified Mr. Muir 
that he can no longer teach in the South 
Comox school and that he has tendered his 
resignation, but that you have felt it in­
cumbent upon you to resign your position 
as trustees, as you find it impossible to 
carry out the wishes of the parents of the 
children, who are unanimous in speaking 
very highly of Mr. Muir.

“ With every desire of this Department 
to meet the wishes of the parents of 
the children who attend the South 
Comox school, it is quite impossible 
that it can do so in the case of Mr. Muir, 
and I feel sure that if those parents were 
cognizant of all the circumstances of the 
case they would be the first to acknowledge 
the justice of the decision of the Depart­
ment of Education.

“ It is not the ability of Mr. Muir to 
teach, which is in question, but his conduct 
to this Department, which is the directing 
-------- over the public schools of thispower ov 
Province.

‘ In 1889, Mr. Muir held a first-class 
grade A certificate of qualification as a 
teacher, which was cancelled for persistent 
neglect to obey the rules and regulations 
prescribed for the government of public 
schools, as well as for gross insolence 
shown to the Department of Education.

“ Mr. Muir persisted in his attacks upon 
this department both in the public press 
and in his correspondence, and he had his 
case brought before a select committee of 
the Legislative Assembly. Four out of the 
five members of that select committee, after 
an exhaustive examination of the case, re­
ported

“‘That we can only characterize Mr. 
Muir’s correspondence with the Education 
Department as showing insubordination and 
insolence to those in authority. From the 
evidence adduced and the correspondence 
presented, we consider that the earlier can­
cellation of Mr. Muir’s certificate would 
have been in the best interests of education, 
as we believe that for a considerable time 
he was not a fit and proper person to have
Allure* rtf tnv rmhlin «nhnnl ’

the Board of Examiners nave since re­
peatedly refused to grant Mr. Muir a certifi-

Section 52 of the Public School Act, 
1890, expressly states that * No person shall 
be appointed or retained as a teacher in any 
public school, unless he shall hold a first, 
second, or third class certificate, or a tem­
porary certificate of qualification.’

•• Mr. Muir has been granted a petition 
of right by which he can have his case 
against the Government tried in a court of 
law if he pleases to do so.

“Since I have had the honor of being 
ilaoed at the head of this Department, 1 

nave received, letters from Mr. Muir vilify­
ing Dr. Pope ànd one of the inspectors of 
schools, and also threatening to myself, and 
this at the very time when he was seeking 
for a temporary certificate which would 
have placea him under the control of the 
very officers he was vilifying.

“ The only charitable construction which 
can be placed upon such conduct is that

El

Mr. Muir has a craze for notoriety, which 
would certainly unfit him for the discipline 
which is necessary in a large department 
such as that of Public Education.

“ I can only reiterate that, with every 
desire to meet the wishes of the parents of 
the South Comox school children, it is im­
possible to do so in this case, for the rea­
sons given, and I must, therefore, request 
that the Board of School Trustees will at 
oncd appoint a duly qualified teacher to 
the school.

“ 1 have the honor to be, gentlemen,
“ Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ James Baker,
“Minister of Education.”

To show what kind of a man Mr. Muir 
was he read the following letter written to 
himself by Mr. Muir ;

“ Comox, Sept. 1, 1892.
“ Hon. Col. Baker, Minister of Education

“ Dear Sir :—I sent you some time ago 
about four or five pages of foolscap giving a 
few sketches of the history of two in your 
office (Supt Pope and Inspector Wilson). 
I feel it to be my duty to warn you of these 
so that if you ever get caught making any 
false statements in the House, as was the 
Hon. Jno. Robson about February 27, 1887, 
on educational matters on the authority of 
Superintendent Pope, you will have your­
self to blame. I warn you also because I 
would scorn to adopt the tactics of the late 
rotten department over which you have now 
the honor to preside, viz., to stab a man in 
the back and then cut his head off (meta­
phorically). I give you fair warning, and 
if anything should occur in the Education 
Department deserving censure, be sure you 
will get it. Are you prepared to have it 
flourish in the papers and in dodgers that a 
Minister of the Crown put his name to a 
letter containing false statements? Yet that 
is what the late Hon. John Robson had to 
suffer, and as it was true he had to grin and 
bear it. But that was nothing to what poOr 
teachers suffer from the abominable tactics 
of the late Education Department ”----- and

Did ar
wish any further proof as to whether or not 
Mr. Muir was a fit and proper person to 
teach children ? No, he thought not. He 
did not wish to weary the House further, 
and there was no need for it.

Mr. Mackenzie charged that when he 
had been Superintendent of Education a 
conspiracy had been gotten up against him. 
He ridiculed the idea of cancelling a 
teacher’s certificate for impertinence.

Hon. Mr. Davie reviewed the circum­
stances of the Muir and McLeod cases and 
the investigations by select committees of 
the Legislature. In the Muir case the re­
port of the committee, one of the members 
of which was the first lieutenant of the hon. 
leader of the Opposition, only censured the 
Government of the day because they had 
not sooner cancelled the certificate. In the 
McLeod case the report of the minority 
found Mr. McLeod guilty of a gross breach 
of discipline, but thought the punishment 
too severe. Continuing, he said that the 
law, as it stood on the statute 
book, was admitted to be the cor­
rect one, and even hon. gentlemen 
opposite only complained that the law was 
not properly carried out, yet they knew full 
well that they dared not go to the country 
and state as a point against the Government 
that it was a Government that would under 
all circumstances enforce the law.

Mr. Croft created much laughter by 
reading from the Times a letter in which 
Mr. McLeod freely expressed his opinion of 
the hon. members for Vancouver City 
New Westminster district (Messrs. Cot 
and Kitchen).

Mr. Kitchen opposed the amendment.
Mr. Cotton said that as one of the mem­

bers of the McLeod select committee of last 
yeyur, he was prepared to stand by every­
thing he had done, and he did not propose 
to pay any attention to what had been writ­
ten in the newspapers. He opposed the 
amendment, advising the hon. member for 
Victoria City (Dr. Milne) to withdraw it.

The amendment was lost on a show of 
hands—5 for, 21 against.

The committee rose and reported the bill 
complete with amendments.

public health bill.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the Public Health Bill, Mr. Grant 
in the chair.

After some discussion, an amendment 
made by Mr Brown to permit the Legisla­
ture to frame the general rules was voted 
down.

The committee rose, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again.

The House adjourned at 5:55 p. m. 
legislative notes.

Mr. Speaker Higgins was engaged at the 
law courts yesterday until lab 
afternoon.

kte in the

Wednesday (to-day) is private bills day. 
There are several such measures to be ad- 
vanned a stage.

The estimates are expected some day this 
week. The night sessions will begin as 
usual when the House goes into supply.

The evidence and report of the Carpenter 
Creek committee will probably be printed 
and laid before the House to-day.

There is a report of the Private Bills com­
mittee which was to have been presented 
yesterday, but was left over on account of 
Mr. Martin being in the Speaker’s chair.

tendance at schools of children between the 
ages of seven and thirteen. He has not 
moved any amendment, but wished to have 
the idea considered by the Government.

The act to further amend the Railway 
Act deals principally with registration. 
One clause permits a company or indi­
vidual, corporate body, etc., to be a 
trustee, and as such to register a bill of 
sale, etc., in the Province without becoming 
incorporated under the Cqmpanies Act.

Mr, Kitchen, who was one of the members 
of the select committee appointed last ses­
sion to inquire into the cancellation of the 
teacher’s certificate held by J. P. McLeod, 
declared yesterday that he had never used 
the words, “ gross breach of discipline,” in 
the minority report. He afterwards looked 
the matter up and explained to the House 
that he was mistaken.

A deputation from Kaslo City waited up­
on the Government yesterday and urged 
their claims to consideration. They repre­
sent the parties Who had the road built 
from Kaslo to Fish Creek and vicinity, in 
which enterprise they expended and made 
themselves responsible for in the neighbor­
hood of $33,000. They ask the Government 
for some assistance. The members of the 
Government who were interviewed promis­
ed to give the matter oaçeful consideration.

provincial legislature. "

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament. 

TWENTY-FIRST DAY.
Wednesday, March 1, 1893.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. Canon Beanlands.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. Martin from the Private Bills com- 

mittee reported the following bills : An 
Act to incorporate Whetham college. An 
Act to incorporate the Masonic Temple 
Assbciation of Victoria, B.C.

QUESTION OF PROCEDURE.
Mr. Eberts asked Mr. Speaker’s ruling 

on the following question of procedure : 
Has the Private Bills committee any power 
to make any material alteration "in a bill 
before it without giving due notice of the 
same to all parties interested who may then 
be present?

Mr. Speaker after some discussion de-1 
cided that the committee had not.

The report was withdrawn.
railway committee report.

Mr. Booth, from the Railway committee, 
reported the preamble proved of a bill to 
Incorporate the Nakusp and Slocan railway, 
and submitted the same with amendments. 
They also drew attention to section 5, which 
seemed to ask for privileges not contem­
plated in the notice, and recommended, in 
the interests of the public, that these privi­
leges be granted.

RULED OUT OF ORDER.
The petition of John Riggs was ruled out 

of order.
REVELSTOKE townsite lands.

Mr. Kellie moved, seconded by Mr. 
Cotton, “ That whereas no satisfaction can 
be obtained relating to the purchase or pre­
emption of lands in the Twenty-Mile belt ; 
and whereas the inactive policy of the 
Dominion Government is retarding the set­
tlement of lands in Kootenay ; ana whereas 
purchasers of lots made seven years ago in 
the Revelstoke townsite have been unable, 
through litigation, to perfect titles to said 
lots ; therefore be it resolved, that an hum­
ble address be presented to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, praying him to take such steps as 
will best promote the settlement of said 
lands, and allow purchasers to perfect titles 
to said lots in Revelstoke.”

Mr. Kellie said that he brought this 
resolution up in this way for the purpose of 
getting some information on the matter. 
The fact was that parties who had tried to 
get land in the townsite, parties who bought 
from the Dominion, were unable to perfect 
their titles. They could not acquire pro­
perty by purchase or pre-emption, or in any 
other way, and wished to have the difficul­
ties which were in the way removed as soon 
as possible. He was sure the Government 
would do all in its power in this matter, 
smd could assure non. members of the 
House that anything done in this direction 
would be received as a great service by 
people in that section of the Province.

Hon. Mr. Davie in the course of 
hie remarks said that there was not 
much more to add to what had been 
said upon this subject in the de­
bate on the address to His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor and subsequent­
ly. At that time he took occasion 
to say that the House would be asked to 
provide the money necessary to uphold the 
rights of the Province as against the claims 
of the Dominion before the proper tribunal, 
the Privy Council. As was stated at that 
time, the Dominion Government was assum­
ing the status of a freeholder and had un 
dertaken to give grants of land in the 
Revelstoke townsite and elsewhere in Her 
Majesty’s name. So far as the present 
motion went, he presumed that the pur­
chasers referred to in it, were purchasers 
from the Dominion Government. The rea­
son why those land titles could not be 
registered was that a Crown patent had al­
ready been issued by the Province to Mr. 
Farwell. No steps had been taken to have 
this patent rescinded, and so long as it was 
in existence no other title could be regis­
tered. Last year an action was begun by the 
Dominion Government to have this title re­
scinded, but the judgment of the Exchequer 
court, in which the cose was tried, had not 
yet been given. When it was given there 
was little doubt it would be taken further, 
either by the Dominion Government or by 
Mr. Farwell. In conclusion, he hoped, 
now that the information had been ob­
tained, the motion would not be pressed.

The motion was withdrawn.
B. C. SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

Mr. Smith moved the second reading of 
the bill to amend the B. C. Southern Rail­
way Incorporation act ; bill read a second 
time, to be committeed to-morrow.

RED MOUNTAIN RAILWAY.
Mr. Croft moved the second reading of 

the bill to incorporate the Red Mountain 
Railway.

Hon. Mr. Beaven suggested that the 
method of granting railway charters was 
wrong, as a map of the Province looked 
like a gridiron, while the actual railways 
were few and far between.

Hon. Col. Baker drew attention to the 
fact that the charter was but the initial 
step in enlisting capital to build roads, 
which were very much needed in order to 
develope the Province.

The bill was read a second time ; to be 
committeed on Friday.

VANCOUVER INCORPORATION ACT.
Mr. Cotton moved the second reading of 

the Vancouver Incorporation Act amend 
ment bill, which he briefly reviewed.

Hon. Mr. Davie was not opposed to the 
bill, but said caution would have to be ex­
ercises in the retroactive legislation asked 
for re the railway bonus.Jr

The bill was read a second time, to be 
committeed on Friday.

R. C. BISHOP OF NEW WESTMINSTER.
Mr. Brown moved the second reading of 

the bill to incorporate the R. C. Bishop of 
New Westminster; read a second time, to be 
committeed Friday.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
The House went into committee of the 

whole on the Public Health Act, Mr. Grant 
in the chair.

(The first amendment of importance was

Hon. Mr. Davie said that 
were legislating with feelings 
regard, etc., for hon. membc 

! and their friends with respect 
j ment in all cases of illness, tk 
1 induced to vote for the amendi 
ter judgment should not be se 
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compulsory removal in no t 
guage. Having regard to the 

I duty and to the best interests 
health, there must be compul 
in cases of virulent and contag 
although he thought that it mi 
able to have a medical certifie 
removal could take place with< 
the life of the patient ; and fui 
was necessary in order to prevt 
of the disease.

The amendment was lost. 
The committee rose, repor 

and asked leave to sit again.
private bills repc 

Mr. Martin presented the 
port of the Private Bills comn 

The House adjourned at 5:5 
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The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Pray era by Rev. Canon Beanlanda.

REPORTS OP COMMITTEES.
IMr. Martin from the Private Bills com- 
ittee reported the following bills : An 
ct to incorporate Whetham college. An 
pt to incorporate the Masonic Temple 
ubciation of Victoria, B.C.

QUESTION OP PROCEDURE.

Mr. EHERTS asked Mr. Speaker’s ruling 
i the following question of procedure : 
as the Private Bills committee any power 

make any material alteration "in a bill 
fore it without giving due, notice of the 
me to all parties interested who may then 
present?
[r. Speaker after some discussion de­

led that the committee had not.
|The report was withdrawn.

RAILWAY COMMITTEE REPORT.
|Mr. Booth, from the Railway committee,
' orted the preamble proved of a bill to 

arporate the Nakusp and Slocan railway,
Id submitted the same with amendments! 
\ej also drew attention to section 5, which 
pmed to ask for privileges not content- 
ited in the notice, and recommended, in 
e interests of the public, that these privi­
es be granted.

RULED OUT OF ORDER 
^ tie petition of John Riggs was ruled out

RBVBL8TOKB TOWNSITE LANDS.

IMr. Kellie moved, seconded by Mr. 
ftton, “That whereas no satisfaction can 
| obtained relating to the purchase or pre-

Iiption of lands in the Twenty-Mile belt ; 
a whereas the inactive policy of the 
iminion Government is retarding the set- 
iment of lands in Kootenay ; ana where&s 
rchasers of lots made seven years ago in 

Revelstoke townsite have been unable, 
»ugh litigation, to perfect titles to said 
i ; therefore be it resolved, that an hum- 
address be presented to the Lieutenant- 

kvernor, praying him to take such steps as 
111 best promote the settlement of said 
lids, and allow purchasers to perfect titles 
| said lots in Revelstoke.”

1r Kellie said that he brought this 
Dlution up in this way for the purpose of 

fcting some information on the matter.

(e fact was that parties who had tried to 
i land in the townsite, parties who bought 
m the Dominion, were unable to perfect 
air titles. They could not acquire pro- 
rty by purchase or pre-emption, or in any 
per way, and wished to have the difficul-

IB which were in the way removed as soon 
possible. He was sure the Government 
uld do all in its power in this matter, 

oould assure non. members of the 
le that anything done in this direction 

|uld be received as a great service by

file in that section of the Province. 
on. Mr Davie in the course of 
remarks said that there was not 

nre to add to what had been 
Id upon this subject in the de- 

i on the address to His Honor 
Lieutenant-Governor and subsequent- 
At that time he took occasion 

I say that the House would be asked to 
Uide the money necessary to uphold the 
Ihts of the Province as against the claims 
|the Dominion before the proper tribunal, 

Privy Council. As was stated at that 
e, the Dominion Government was assum- 
the status of a freeholder and had un­
taken to give grants of land in the 
relstoke townsite and elsewhere in Her 
jesty’e name. So far as the present 
tion went, he presumed that the pur­
sers referred to in it, were purchasers 
h the Dominion Government. The rea- 
why those land titles could not be 

istered was that a Crown patent had al­
ly been issued by the Province to Mr. 
well. No steps had been taken to have 
patent rescinded, and so long as it was 

sxistence no other title could be regis- 
d. Last year an action was begun by the 
linion Government to have this title re­
ded, but the judgment of the Exchequer 
•t, in which the cose was tried, had not 
been given. When it was given there 
little doubt it would be taken further, 
er by the Dominion Government or by 

Farwell. In conclusion, he hoped, 
that the information had been ob- 

ed, the motion would not be pressed, 
le motion was withdrawn.

R C. SOUTHERN RAILWAY. 
r Smith moved the second reading of I 
nil to amend the B. C. Southern Rail- 
Inoorporation act ; bill read a second 
, to be committeed to-morrow.

RED MOUNTAIN RAILWAY.
R Croft moved the second reading of 
>ill to incorporate the Red Mountain 
way.
>N. Mr Beaven suggested that the 
od of granting railway charters was 
g, as a map of the Province looked 
fc gridiron, while the actual railways 
few and far between. 
in. Col. Baker drew attention to the 
that the charter was but the initial 
in enlisting capital to bnUd roads,

3 were very much needed in order to 
ope the Province, 
ebill was read a second time ; to bel 
litteed on Friday.
VANCOUVER INCORPORATION ACT. 

l. Cotton moved the second reading of 
ranoouver Incorporation Act amend- 
bill, which he briefly reviewed. 
n. Mr Davie was not opposed to the 
iut said caution would have to be ex­
's in the retroactive legislation asked

Vhn,r*ilw*y »araic - »B bill was read a second time, to be 
dtteed on Friday.
0. BISHOP OF NEW WESTMINSTER 

. Brown moved the second reading of 
ill to incorporate the R. C. Bishop of 
Westminster; read a second time, to be 
itteed Friday.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT. 
i House went into committee of the | 
i on the Public Health Act, Mr. Grant 
i chair.
i first amendment of importance was | 
r. Brown, to do away with .

|raL After some discussion.

Hon. Mr. Davie said that if "the House 
were legislating with feelings of sympathy, 
regard, etc., for hon. members themselves 
and their friends with respect to their treat- 

| ment in all oases of illness, they might be 
j induced to vote for the amendment, but bet­

ter judgment should not be set aside on ac­
count of personal feelings. He drew atten­
tion to the language of the report of the 
recent Royal Commission, which advised 
compulsory removal in no uncertain lan­
guage. Having regard to the stern sense of 
duty and to the best interests of the public 
health, there must be compulsory removal 
in cases of virulent and contagious diseases, 
although he thought that it might be advis­
able to have a medical certificate that the 
removal oould take place without danger to 
the life of the patient ; and further, that it 
was necessary in order to prevent the spread 
of the disease.

The amendment was lost.
The committee rose, reported progress 

And asked leave to sit again.
PRIVATE BILLS REPORT.

Mr. Martin presented the amended re­
port of the Private Bills committee.

The House adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

By Mr. McKenzie : That a select com­
mittee composed of Messrs. Fletcher, Stod- 
dart, Semlin, Anderson and the mover be 
appointed to investigate the case of John 1 
Bitfgs.of Nanaimo,in the mattei of the seizure 
of his cattle in 1879 by the Sheriff of Na-' 
naimo.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
The amendment made in the Private 

Bills committee to the bill to incorporate 
the Anglican Bishop of New Westminster, 
has in view the principle of having the 
clergymen appointed on the choice of the ! 
wardens, sidesmen, etc., instead of by the 
Bishop.

Mayor Curtis and others of the deputa­
tion from New Westminster, had a second 
interview with the members of the Govern­
ment yestercUy, on the subject of the bridge 
across the Fraser. The Government is con­
sidering the matter.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 
^Thursday, March 2, 1893.

A deputation of gentlemen representing 
the Board of Fire Underwriters had a satis­
factory interview with Hon. Mr. Davie yes­
terday re the fire policies bill, to which cer­
tain amendments are wanted.

The Spealtlir took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
Prayers by Key. Canon Beanlanda.

REPORTS’bF COMMITTEES.

Mr Martin, from the Private Bills com­
mittee, reported the bill to incorporate the 
Y.M.C.A. at Vancouver, with amendments.
Also the bill to incorporate the British Colum­
bia College. With regard to the bill to in­
corporate the Kaslo Electric Light and 
Tramway Company, the committee reported 
the preamble proved so far as the notices re 
water works and electric light are con- 
oerned, but that no notice seemed to have 
been given as to the tramway.

The report was received.
MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Dr. Watt moved to amend the Medical 
Act Amendment bill by adding a clause 
which would prevent litigation by declaring 
all fees which have hitherto been paid to the 
Medical Council to have been legally im-

The. clause carried, and the report of the 
committee was adopted.

MUNICIPAL ACT AMENDMENT. "

When the order for committee on the 
bill to amend the Municipal act was called,

Hon. Col. Baker suggested that inas­
much as there was another bill to the same 
effect (Mr. Kitchen’s) it would be well to 
refer the two bills to committee at the same 
time, so as to avoid confusion.

Hon. Mr Beaven said that the two bills 
were quite different.

The House then went into committee of 
the whole on the bill, Mr. Semlin in the 
chair.

Mr. Brown moved to amend Sec. 29 of 
the Municipal act, 1892, in such way as to 
extend the franchise and prevent anyone 
voting in more than one ward. In support 
of his amendment he claimed that the 
present system was so cumbrous that it 
could not be worked successfully, and he 
wished to substitute a simpler and more 
workable form.

Hon. Mr Beaven opposed the amend­
ment. He believed in manhood suffrage for 
the Legislature ; bub did not think it would 
be right for the city councils. He
argued that the corporation was 
just like a joint stock company, the 
directors being the aldermen, ana it was a 
principle which might be taken as estab- 

j lished that every director should own a 
; certain amount of stock in the concern, in 
other words, the aldermen should have a 
certain property qualification. The argu­
ments advanced by the hon. member for 
New Westminster (Mr. Brown) were indeed 
plausible, but when examined they were 
found fallacious. 1 

Hon. Col. Baker drew attention to the 
fact that the amendment proposed required 
that a property holder attest to the bona 
fide* of the man who was asking for a vote. 
This showed that the principle had to be 
recognized that a property qualification was 
necessary in some cases at least. If the | 
principle was right it was right at all times 
and in all places, but it could not be half 
right and half wrong.

Hon. Mr Davie said he thought the 
amendment was introduced as a joke in the 
first place, and he did not think the mover 
intended to seriously press it. The amend­
ment struck directly at the root of the princi­
ple of municipal government, and was sub­
servient of all those well understood princi­
ples . laid down for good government in 
municipalities. Its tendency was to re­
duce the thrifty and hard working, 
man to the same footing • as the 
drone and the sluggard. There must be a 
reward to merit, and the man who just 
lived on the exertions and labor of his fel­
low men should not be placed on the same 

, footing as men who worked hard -*nd did 
the country some good. He was glad to 
hear hon. members of the House, independ­
ent of politics, oppose the' amendment.

Mr. Forster supported the amendment.
He claimed that the majority of the people 
of New Westminster wanted it.

Mr. Brown assured the hon. Attorney- 
General that there was no joke in the amend­
ment, and that the great majority of people 
in British Columbia wanted it. If anyone 
wanted to find the enemiek of the common­
wealth and of good government, look for 
them amongst the rich or moneyed men in 
the city. He ridiculed the joint stock com­
pany idea, which he said made him sick and 
weary and did not apply at all. Hon. 
members who did not agree with the pro­
posed amendments had better study the 
question. If they wanted tutors he oould 
find them dozens of men working with their 
coats off at the plow -tail and at the bench 
who could give them lessons for all time to 
come in political economy and economi­
cal science. (Laughter.) He would go 
further and say that if the House 
did not agree with the principle of the 
amendment it was because it did not repre­
sent the country.

Hon. Mr Poolby opposed the amend­
ment, which would give those who had no 
interest in the city an opportunity of dic­
tating to those who had, and of taxing their 
property and spending their money. People 
wanted to deal with their own property and 
spend their own money.

Mr. Hunter drew the attention of the 
House to the fact that the City Council of 
New Westminster, which had been asked to 

I endorse the amendment, had refused to do 
so, and had referred it to a committee, 
which would evidently report against it.

The amendment was lost.
Various clauses of Hon. Mr. Beaven’s bill 

were discussed up to seo. 20.
The committee then rose, reported pro­

gress and asked leave to sit again.
The House adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

legislature rotes.
The estimates are expeoted down to-day, 
Mayor Cope, of Vancouver, and Aid. An 

derson occupied seats on the floor of the 
House yesterday.

The Municipal Act Amendment bill, of 
which Mr. Kitchen is “father,” will be 
taken up in committee" some time next week.

The fall report of the select committee 
appointed to inquire into the claims of cer­
tain applicants to purchase land near the 
mouth of Carpenter Creek, was distributed 
yesterday. It is printed along with the 
evidence taken.

Third Session of the Sixth Parliament 

TWENTY THIRD DAY.
Friday, March 3, 1893.

Prayers by Rev. Canon Beanlanda.
In the absence of Mr. Speaker, .
Hon. Col. Baker moved, seconded by 

Hon. Mr. Beaven, that Mr. Martin take the | 
chair.

Mr. Martin took the chair.
Mr. Booth, from the Railway committee, 

reported the following bills : To incorpor­
ate the Osoyoos and Okanagan Railway Co. ; 
to amend the Burrard Inlet and Fraser Val­
ley Railway Co. Act, 1891 ; to incorporate 
the Kootenay, Lake Shore and Lardo Rail-

The report was received.
ROYAL COMMISSION EVIDENCE.

Hon. Mr. Beaven asked the hon. Pro­
vincial Secretary when the evidence of the 
Royal Commission on Epidemic Diseases 
might be expected to be printed.

Hon. Cor Baker replied that the manu­
script was now in the printers’ hands. He 
could not say when it would be printed, 
but would make inquiries.

JOHN bums’ complaint.

Mr. McKenzie moved, seconded by Mr. 
Semlin, “That a select committee, con­
sisting of Messrs. Fletcher, Stoddard, Sem- 
lim, Anderson and the mover, be appointed 
to investigate the case of John Biggs, of 
Nanaimo, in the matter of the seizure of his 
cattle in 1879 by the Sheriff of Nanaimo ; 
with power to call for persons and papers, 
and to report thereon to the House.”

Hon. Mr Vernon asked that the matter 
be laid over until the hon. Attorney-General 
should be present.

Mr Sword moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

public school act.
On the motion to adopt the report of com­

mittee of the whole on the Public School 
Act Amendment bill.

Mr. Sword moved an amendment to 
exclude from the per capita grant 
the pupils attending the High schools. 
He argued that the High schools 
should not be free, and as only a limited 
number of children were able to take ad­
vantage of these schools, they should not be 
maintained at the cost of the people of the 
Province generally.

Hon. Col. Baker had to confess con­
siderable astonishment at the views ex­
pressed by the hon. member for New West­
minster district. The proposition put for­
ward involved two principles—first, the 
taking away of free education in the high 
schools, and second, the reducing of the 
Government grant to the cities. Speaking 
of the first of these, he said he hoped every 
hon. member of the House would agree 
with him that the very highest education in 
the Province should be open to all children 
free, that they should all be able to take ad­
vantage of the highest education the Prov­
ince could give. There was a very great 
variety of capability in all children; some of 
them were geniuses, others could not rise 
beyond a certain level. This being the 
case the means of the highest edu­
cation should be open to all for 
it was the case very frequently 
that those who were poor had within them 
the germs of genius which only needed to 
be cared for in order that they might 
flourish. Sach children as these, or their 
parents, ehoilld not be put to the expense of 
a costly education. He drew attention to 
the fact that an amendment had been Intro­
duced this session permitting the school 
trustees to charge fees to those that could 
afford to pay them. The right principle 
was that the doors of the highest public 
educational institutions in the land should ! 
be open to the poor and the rich alike and 

J>n the same footing. As regards the second 
proposition, to cut down the *^r capita 
grant, as one of the member- 0f the Gov­
ernment he might look w\tll pleasure upon 
a proposition which ^uid reduce the 
amount the Govern^,^ to pay, but it 

■Vas opposed to c^e principle the Govern­
ment itself adopted, and he would
oppose it*

Hon, Mr. Beaven opposed the amend­
ment, which he believed was founded on a 
misoonception of the true relation of Hig.i 
xnd Common schools. The High schools he 
might define as simply the upper form oi 
continuation of Common school education.
He did not think the grant was large 
enough now, .and should certainly vote 
against any motion to decrease it,

Messrs. Milne, Forster, Cotton, McKen­
zie, Booth and Hon. Mr. Turner opposed 
the amendment, which was lost without a 
division.

The report was adopted ; third reading 
of bill to be set down for Monday.

B. c, southern railway act.
The House went into committee on the 

B. C. Southern Railway bill, Mr. Rogers in 
the chair. The bill was reported complete 
with amendments.

RED MOUNTAIN RAILWAY.
The House went into committee on the 

bill to incorporate the Red Mountain rail­
way. The bill was reported complete with 
amendments.

LARDEAU AND KOOTENAY RAILWAY.
Mr Ksllik moved the second reading of 

a bill to incorporate the Lardeau & Koote­
nay railway. The second reading c irried.

MASONIC TEMPLE ASSOCIATION.
Hon. Mr Beaven moved the second 

reading of the bill to incorporate the 
Masonic Temple Association. The second 
reading carried.

The House adjourned at 5:10 p. m.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

^ By Mr Kellie—That the report of the 
select committee on Carpenter Creek land 
claims be adopted.

By Mr Cotton—(1) For a return of 
papers and evidence taken before Mr. 
Chancellor Boyd and the decision given by 
him in reference to the claim of the late 
John Angus to lot 11, block 3, old Gran­
ville townsite, and in regard to the claim of 
Wm. Mash iter, to lot 1, block 17, old Gran­
ville townsite.

By Mr. Kellie—That the standing com- 
mitte on Private Bills and Standing Orders 
be asked to report whether or not the 
Standing Orders should be suspended, so as
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