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Pomp ond Ceremony Returns

B.C. Legislature Opens Today
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA—Third session of
(British Columbia's 21st legisla­
ture (a fourth session means a 

neral election is just around 
s comer) will be opened this 

I afternoon by Lieutenant-Gover- 
Inor Charles A. Banks, amid all 
Ithe pomp and ceremony which 
[this capital eagerly anticipates 
| each spring.

There will be a 15-gun salute 
as His Honor, in a shiny gov­
ernment house limousine, roars 
across the causeway, led by a 
police motorcycle escort, and 

i turns into the curving driveway 
of the legislative buildings.

pire civil uniform of the second 
class — white satin knee 
breeche% cocked beplumed hat, 
tunic heavy with gold braid, 
slippers with silver buckles— 
His Honor will inspect naval 
and military honor guards and 
then ascend the steep stone 
stairway to the golden door 
main entrance to the chamber. 
The steps will be lined with boy 
scouts. •

In the main rotunda His Honor 
will be greeted by Premier 
Byron Johnson, and escorted 
into the .crowded legislative
chamber. He will sit on the 

ALIGHTING FIÉOM his car, I speaker’s dais and read the 
resplendent in the British Em- speech from the throne, outlin-

- V’; I • " '■I

' pfar;iaUfai
ing government policy for the 
session.
THE NEW SPEAKER, R. H. ™—»
Carson will be formally elected, !vg 
his nomination being moved by 
Premier Johnson, seconded by 
leader of the opposition Harold 
Winch.

The two new members of thefl 
House, Walter Hogg of Cariboo 
and Arthur' Ash of Saanich, 
elected in by-elections last week, 
will be unable to take their 
seats until next Monday, when 
the official count is complete.

Debate on the speech from 
the throne will start Wednes­
day, k
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Serious Times For Legislators
It is going to be a serious session 

that members of the B.C. Legislature 
begin in Victoria today, for the over- 
rosy days of the last few years for 
politicians seem to be more or less 
ended.

For six years B.C.’s revenues had 
been soaring with reported surpluses; 
there was no unemployment—people 
were living in easy-money times and 
they were spending their money. 
When people are working and have 
good incomes, they are happy and the 
government is mostly free from any 
public attack.

The Johnson-Anscomb Coalition

fovemment is faced with having to 
o something that all governments 

dread—impose new taxes. In this 
case it might well be some kind of 
sales tax. If may be absolutely neces­
sary if increasig old age pensions, 
hospital costs, aid to municipalities 
and increased salaries to civù serv­
ants are to be met. No one wants the 
$10 monthly bonus to our old age 
perfsoners, for instance, to be lopped 
off. The government is naturally 
worried about financial conditions, 
and so are its M.L.A.. supporters. 
This is understandable, for M.L.A.’s 
know people don’t like paying extra 
taxes and are liable to seek revenge 
at election time. However, in many 
sections of North America such sales 
taxes are working satisfactorily. The 
public is annoyed for a little time, 
but then approves, realizing the tax 
i* being used for the good of all.

There are other important matters 
to be dealt with by our legislators in 
the next few weeks. The Labor Act 
will come up again and there will be 
another fuss about the government 
supervised strike vote clause. Hon. 
Herbert Anscomb, deputy govern­
ment leader, in the recent Cariboo

and Saanich by-election campaigns 
said the clause will remain in the 
act—though how he could tell, with­
out consulting the legislature, is more 
or less a mystery. Both branches of 
organized labor, however, have told 
the government in the last few days 
they oppose this clause.

Important to the good name of Can­
ada in general and of British Colum­
bia in particular, will be the debate 
on the Canadians of Japanese blood. 
It seems inconceivable that our elect­
ed representatives—the first citizens 
of the province, generally looked 
upon to be the most intelligent and 
the leaders of public opinion—would 
end their labors at Victoria this year 
without righting a wrong—the de­
liberate and unreasonable disfran­
chisement of a minority group of 
Canadians.

It is probably too much to hope 
the legislature will do anything about 
ti.C.’s quaint liquor laws. For some 
reason or other successive assemblies 
have been terrified of amending the 
old-fashioned Liquor Act. It is hope­
lessly outdated; beer and light wines 
with meals in restaurants would be a 
sensible step. Even cocktail bars are 
not sinful; they are merely expensive, 
report returning travellers from Cali­
fornia and Ontario. But at this mo­
ment it would seem our M.L.A.’s are 
quite prepared to approve B.C.’s beer 
parlor guzzling and bottle-under-the- 
table program at dances.

Many other matters affecting all 
the people will be debated in the capi­
tal in the next few weeks. The pub­
lic would do well for themselves by 
watching the proceedings of the 
House with care—and, by taking part 
themselves, which they can do by let­
ting their members know their feel­
ings on contentious matters.
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Finance Troubles Face 
BC Legislature Today
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I VICTORIA—(CP)— Financial |
I problems, despite highest rev-1 

enues in British Columbia's his- | 
ij tory, face legislators at the third I 
I session of the 21st legislature g 

opening today.
| Expenditures, caught in the j 
inflation tide that has boosted 
costs in the last 12 months, have 
overtaken incomes and in the 
next year will likely exceed 

jj revenues.
Labor and social service prob­

lems and a plan to meet in-bib 
creased educational costs will 1»e 

' considered.
Premier Byron Johnson, 

heading into his first session as 
f, head of the Coalition administra- » 
. tion, and Finance Minister Her- g| 
bert Anscdmb have had the leg­
islative program under advise­
ment for many days.

Last year’s budget of $58,888,- 
830 is expected to be exceeded 
by one of $65,000,000 or more 
while 1947 expenditures of $58,- 
781,334 also will be increased to 
approximate revenue.

Wgges and salaries, cost of 
operating hospitals, and con­
struction, replacement and main­
tenance costs have soared.

To meet ascending social 
service costs, most observers be­
lieve Finance Minister Anscomb 
will propose a sales tax, main­
ly for education.

There were reports that the 
government has considered a 
three per cent levy on all but 

I essential foods, with one per 
/ cent marked for distribution to 
1 municipalities.

The government also may in­
troduce a hospital insurant* 
plan under which a fixed levy 
would be made on family unlts| 
in return for guaranteed hospi­
tal care.

Amendments to the new la­
bor code, daylight saving andi 
the Japanese question will be] 
considered, ' (

1

Ash May Enter 
House March 15

VICTORIA—(CP) — Arthur 
J. R. Ash, Coslition government 
member elected Feb. 13 in the 
provincial by-election in Saan­
ich, i« expected to take his seat 
in the British Columbia Legis­
lature on March 15.

Robert Brydon, returning of­
ficer for Saanich, reported Mon­
day that he would begin making 
the official count for the by- 
election today. The count is ex­
pected to take two days. Ten 
clear days must pass after the 
official count before the elec­
tion writ is formally filed. This 
would mean that Mr. Ash will 
be able to take his seat in the 
Legislature about March 15.

Walter Hogg, the n*w mem­
ber for Cariboo, will probably 
not be able to take his seat in 
the house until à few day# later, 
•ince the official count will be 
held later this week.

;

DAY IN THE HOUSE

21st Legislature 
In That New Look

By J. K. NESBITT some mysterious reason, clat-
Speciai to The News-Herald | tered from the speaker’s tableVICTORIA.—Even the House to the floor

AS SOON AS hi, honor iefi
,. . . , . ,. , __ j ! the chamber, the speakerdistinguished in his black and :

gold dress uniform, with cock-1 brought in B,ll no 1-an act to 
id, beplumed hat, opened the »mend the Vancouver Enabling 
third session of B.C.’s 21st Leg- c *
islature. i This in itself is an unimpor-

The spring sun was shining, tant act, but it was introduced 
outside and in the marble pil- ] just to prove the people’s bus- 
lared chamber there were new iness comes before the King’s, 
faces in the seats of authority] Cabinet ministers filed an- 
and new looks on the women ! nual reports and it was announ- 

j guests. | ced the usual standing commit-
I VICTORIA’S FAMOUS fight- j tees would be appointed.

Ing 16th Canadian Scottish. PREMIER JOHNSON moved 
! Regiment, in full kilts of scar- and Opposition leader Winch 
j let and black busbies, skirled seconded a vote of sincere re- 

their pipes and sailors gave gret at the death of Louis Le-1 
forth with nautical airs • as His Bourdais, former member for | 

jj Honor arrived from Govern- Cariboo, who will indeed be f- 
I ment House. 1 greatly missed hereabouts.

With his naval, military and j And now about that Legisla-j 
a air force aides he stepped from tive new look. 
a his limousine .and stood at the! it isn’t often there is a new! 
1 salute as 15 guns in his honor premier—but here was Mr. | 
I roared out over the harbor. Johnson, in his native city, play-1 

The lawns and driveways j ,ng the chief commoner’s rolet 
j were crowded with rubber- j jn the province’s most impor-1 
j neckers, who had a fine time, tant assembly and playing it j 

watching the dreçsed-up guests with a great dtIal of finesse
as they arrived.-----  J 0NE WOULD NEVER suspect

! it was his first occasion in so 
role. The new

THERE WAS THE usual ] 
make believe. . His honor enter- .
ed the chamber and, as if he ; ^ , , ... ,
dltin’t know, was informed sPeaker* t0° seemed like » vet- 
there w» no speaker. So he ^an. so sure was he^f h.mse'f. | 
commanded the provincial sec- j
retary that he did not sec fit; . , . i
to open the House until there °f th* ro" c»b,"et benche, 
wac one ■> j Even Mr. Hart had the new look j

While the House decided to ' look. °f buoyant freshness.
do «.mething that had really . Hf ™ tbe P"vate

HI. Hnnnr bers be"che* tor the first timebeen done long ago, His Honor 
left, to await without, while 
M.L.A.’s elected a new speaker.

Premier Johnson, dignified, 
handsome and immaculate in 
cutaway then moved that R. H. 
Carson of Kamloops be named 
speaker. Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch seconded it.

THE TWO OF THEM thep 
! went down the aisle and set 

upon Mr. Carson, took him 
stoutly by his arms and march­
ed him to the speaker’s dais. 
Of course, Mr. Carson has been 
acting as speaker for many 
weeks and his formal election 
was just one of the many pic­
turesque flourishes connected 
with the opening of the House.

Mr. Carson, trying to look 
surprised at the great honor 
that had been bestowed qn him, 
and. succeeding fairly well, 
thanked the Hquse and then 
sent for the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor.

THE SPEAKER TOLD His 
.Honor he is little able to ful­
fill his important duties and 
prayed that if he should fall 
Into error the fault should be 
Imputed to him and not to the 
assembly.

And then, in a firm, clear 
voice, His Honor read the 
speech from the throne, offi­
cially opening the session.

piere was one mishap. The 
mdcc, symbol of authority, for

since 1917 when, for a few I 
weeks he was a private member, 
before being elevated to the | 
cabinet.

NEVER BEFORE has a prem­
ier deliberately demoted him-1 
self. Mr. Hart seemed to enjoy 
his new role and everyone else | 
admired his new look.

Mr. Pattullo was there, full of j 
punch as ever. He wore a red j 
rose for pure and unadulterated i 
Liberalism. Dr. Laird of Simil- j 
kameen also wore a red button­
hole, though he is a Liberal] 
coalesced with the Conserva-1 
tives.

C.C.F. Bert Gargrave wore a; 
bright red tie and C.C.F. Samj 
Guthrie a dull red one, as be- ] 
coming a mellowed radical.

SAANICH’S MEMBER- 
ELECT Arthur Ash was in the 
chamber, way back against the 
marble pillars. He can’t take his 
seat for some days, until the of­
ficial count is complete.

All was fuss and feathers 
Tuesday. No one felt like work 
on such a gala day; besides his 
honor and his lady were giving 
a party at* Government House.

Today the speech-making will 
start. All the M.L.A.’s say they 
aren’t going to talk much this | 
year, but early get down to 
business. This, of course, is a lot i 
of nonsense, for, once they start, | 
ML.A.’i love talking.
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MR. PEPYS GOES 
TO HOUSE OPENING

PEOPLE TELL ME Al Williamson

m

By BARRY MATHER
VICTORIA — Tuesday 

afternoon to the house where 
they open the new session. 
And here Is a great crowd of 
citizens and a mighty crush 
to get scats In the galleries.

And presently through the 
streets comes my lord the 
Lieutenant - Governor Banks 
in his great black and silver 
coach from Government 
House. And, as he comes up, 
the guns on Belleville Street 
go off. And they (Jo give tiim 
a 15-gun salute. At which he 
do stop and get out to inspect 
the navy and army guards. .

But lord; the lieutenant- 
governor mighty fine in his 
civil uniform of the second 
class, with a plume in his 
cocked hat and much gold 
braid on his coat. And looks 
most brave. As to which, 
seeing that it be but his 
Second class uniform, it sets 
me wondering what his first 
class uniform is like. But I 
believe it much the same, 
only more so.

,MY LORD THE LIEUTEN­
ANT-GOVERNOR soon done 
with his inspecting of the 
guards and seems to find no 
great fault with then! And 
so he to House where now 
is come Premier Johnson to 
meet him. And together they 
go into the House with the 
deputy sergeant at arms of 
the house crying out, ‘Make 
way for the lieutenant-gov­
ernor.” (Which, I hear, he 
hath been practising at cry­
ing out the night before.)

My Lord the Lieutenant- |! 
Governor comes into the g 
House with full escort but || 
says he understands they B 
have po speaker and that he g 
will not act until they choose H 
one. And so out he goes ® 
again and comes back after Epi 
the members elect a speaker. E

An ill thing methought Bg 
was, after the speaker being B 
installed, the great golden B 
mace of the House falling by H 
some misadventure from its H 
place at the table and rolling H 
upon the floor. But it is soon m 
picked up and very little H 
made of it.

AND SO MY Lord the Lieu- ■ 
tenant-Governor do sit on the B 
dais, the speaker’s dais, and Eg 
do read out his speech in yS 
which he tells what the gov- B 
emment hath a mind to do agrm

■
this netir session.

As to which the main thing 
is, it seems, that the govern- hq 
ment now intend to do some- Wi 
thing about the hospital and ® 
social security situations. But r™ 
what it is they plan to do he J 
does not say.

A thing I was glad to hear j 
Is that the* government also j 
hath a plan to bring in a new 
method of getting into men­
tal hospitals. Which is I be­
lieve a very timely intention.

As to the members and 
their work this session my 
Lord the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor prays God help them.
And so is done.

TEMPUS IS FUGITING: As Har­
old Winch, bowed down with re­
sponsibilities and a severe attack 
of flu, said to us in the lobby of 
the P a r 1 i a ment 
Build ings: "The* 
years arc slipping 
by.” The Leader 
of the Opposition 
looked very seri­
ous and shook his 
head sadly as he 
recalled that this 
was his 17th year 
in the legislature.
His years of serv­
ice and his responsibilities were 
weighing heavily on the once- 
youthful C.C.F. leader as he pre­
pared for the business of this, the 
third session of the 21st Legislature. 
He felt his years and he faced a 
revivified Coalition government 
which is still glowing with the 
pride and strength of two recent 
victories at the polls. At the mo­
ment, Mr. Winch was tired of it all.

THIS OLD PROVINCE: In the
space of years, Mr. Winch’s time 
in the Legislature is comparatively 
short. Legislatures have been 
meeting in this ornate old pile for 
exactly 50 years. The Parliament 
Buildings were officially opened 
with a meeting of the Legislature 
on Feb. 10, 1898. The opening of 
the third session of the 21st Legis­
lature on Tuesday was a golden an­
niversary occasion.

And it opened under auspicious 
circumstances. Apart from „ the 
fact that the weather was what 
Victorians boastfully call “typical” 
—it was a lovely, sunny, calm 
day—the Legislature was opening 
under new management. Premier 
Byron I. Johnson was taking the 
chair for the first time and there 
was a new “Mr. Speaker” on the

p.C.'s Liquor ‘Binge 
Tops $74 Million Mark

Hfc
There are now 

oons in B.C. with 
couver; 43 veterans’ 
79 cocktail and other

Special to The News-Herald 
VICTORIA.—British Colum­

bians had their greatest liquor 
binge in history in the 18-month 
period from April 1, 1946, to 
Sept. 30, 1947 — when they 
drank $74,219,235 of “alcoholic 
beverages,” as the Liquor Con­
trol Board calls the stuff.

Profits to the government in 
this period were $22,165,321.

Those facts came to light In 
the legislature Tuesday when 
Attorney-General Gordon Wis- 
mer filed the annual report of 
the Liquor Control Board.

THE REPORT was in two sec­
tions, for the fiscal year ended 
last March 31 when the total 
liquor bill was $47,961,515 and 
profits $14,634,291; and for the 
next six months ending last 
Sept. 30, when the total liquor 
sales were $26,257,720 and prof 
its $7,531,030.

The increase for the 1946-41 
fiscal year was $9,218.059 over 
:he previous year. Profits in that 
12-month period alone were up 
$3,440,115 over the year ‘

The liquor bill is even hij 
beer parlor profits 

itp'WlS

fiscal year holders of licensesl 
paid $9,609,856 for their beer I 
and fcold it for approximately! 
twice that amount.

THESE COLOSSAL figures, I 
broken down, mean the average | 
man, woman and child in Brit- I 
ish Columbia put out $50 for | 
liquor in one year.

The Dominion government I 
did well, too, from the $47,961,* 1 
515 figure, collecting, in duty, | 
excise and sales tax, a total of g 
$8.552,501.

Vancouver’s six liquor stores 
did an $\8,729,826 business in 
the fiscal year, with the E. Hast­
ings Street establishment doing 
the most—$4,571,117; Beatty 
Street, $2,425.241; Car* all 
Street, $2,36.,945; Davie, $1,- 
689,707; Hornby, $3,022,329; 
Pender, $2,637,143. Sales to 
ibeer parlors were $4,653,487 
and mail order business $407,- 
045.

TWO VICTORIA stores sold a | 
total of $3,908,890.

Vancouver’s drinking bill for] 
the year was $21,774.014. This I 
represents about 40 per cent of I 
the B.C. total. Out of Vancouv­
er’s drinking alone the provin-l 
cial government made a profit |

throne—Robert H. Carson, of Kam­
loops. There was a new minister, 
too, in the person of Hon. W. T. 
Straith, who is guiding affairs of 
the department of education as a 
result of the prolonged illness of 
Dr. George M. Weir. Later, there 
will be two new members—Arthur 
Ash, of Saanich, and Walter Hogg, 
Cariboo—who were recently suc­
cessful in by-elections in their re­
spective ridings.

SIGHTSEER: There was many a 
visitor to Victoria on Tuesday, as 
officials of state, prominent citi­
zens and friends and relatives of 
the legislators poured into the 
capital for the opening ceremonies. 
The session to many is a sort of old 
boys' reunion. Many a former 
member will be seen in the corri­
dors, walking around to look at the 
familiar scenes and shaking hands 
with old friends of days when they, 
too, sat in the marble-walled as­
sembly chamber. There was, of 
course, T. D. Pattullo, K.C., former 
premier and former member for 
Prince Rupert who, living in Vic­
toria, seldom misses any of the 
events of the Buildings. There was 
M. M. Connelly, former member for 
Omineca and long-time government 
whip. There was Capt. C. S. Leary, 
former minister of public works 
and long-time member for Kaslo- 
Slocan, and there were former 
members dating back to even more 
distant legislative sessions.

FIRST-TIMER: Ironical, in the 
fact of the return of so many old- 
timers, was the visit of Oliver An­
derson, well-known manager of 
Harrison Hot Springs Hotel. After 
all these years, Mr. Anderson was 
making his first visit to Victoria. 
It was like a Cook’s tour as he 
watched all the excitement around 
the buildings.
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BC 1947 Surplus 
Tops $10 Million

Special to The News-Herald
•VICTORIA. — B.C. revenue I 

H| surplus in the fiscal year ending 
3 last March 31 was $10,502,(f50, 

according to public accounts 
tabled in the legislature Tuesday 
by Finance Minister Herbert j 
Anscomb.

It was the largest net revenue J 
surplus in the province’s his­
tory. There was a current in­
come of $56,817,944 and cur­
rent expenditures of $46,315293.

EXPENDITURES from the 
surplus, however, totalled $4,- 
652,490—including $238,863 for 
additional cost-of-living bonus 
to old-age pensioners; $75,000 
grant for emergency construc­
tion at U.B.C.; $1 million to off­
set, in part, shortages in the pro­
vincial sinking fund account;! 
$109,930 for grants in aid off 
mining roads and trails, and $2,- J 
074,522 for roads, bridges, fer-1 
ries, paving, garages, machinery | 
and gravel crushing.
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Throne
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Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA. — From the 

Speech from the Throne deliv­
ered by Lieut.-Gov. Charles A. 
Banks at Tuesday’s colorful 
opening of the 21st legislature 
emerged these highlights:

Proposals being studied by 
government ... to find solu­
tion ... to "serious hospital 
situation” . . . measures to alle­
viate numbers of provincial-

Byro! 
wife 
arrivj 
and 
listed 
V. Jd 

| sons| 
§the J 
•jjthe I 
I Russ! 
Idaud

(This is being interpreted as 
meaning some kind of sales 
tax).

Legislation revising the la­
bor laws, "thereby bringing into 
effect further improvements in 
employer - employee relations 

I which is so desirable.”
Further' benefits by increases 

in certain allowances under. 
Workmen's Compensation Act.

Amendments to the Forest 
Act”, thereby improving the 
economy of this important in­
dustry and widening the scope 
of the sustained yield program.”

"Ample provision” for fur­
ther improvement of B.C.’s 
main highways and completion 
of major public works projects 
already undertaken.

Amending legislation govern­
ing agricultural matters "with 
view to improving this import-1 
ant basic industry.”
• Njw method of admission 

to mental hospitals and pro­
visions of a clinic for treatment 
of patients "who may be saved 
thereby from the stigma of be­
ing committed to a mental in­
stitution”

• Establishment of a new'; 
biol6gical laboratory to develop 
EC’s fishing industry
• Amendments to legislation 

governing the mining industry.
TH . THRONE SPEECH paid 

tribute to retire" Premier John 
Hart. It said his retirement was 
regretted by all and "his unsel- j 
fish devotion to the public ser-? ! 
vice during a period of 22 years 
is unequalled in the history of 
British Columbia.”

"The continued confidence of 
the people which he has enjoy­
ed is in itself a tribute to his 
Integrity and an indication of 
the high, esteem in which he is j 
held.

"I feel sure that I express the 
sentiments of my people in 
wishing him every enjoyment 
of those years of leisure to which 
he is so justly entitled.

"His successor, undoubtedly 
is inspired by the same unsel­
fish motives, and j. wish him 
every success in the new re­
sponsibilities he has assumed,”

NEW LOOK -F- Lieutenant-Governor Charles A. Banks leaves packed house after open­
ing the third session of British Columbia’s 21st Legislature. New faces were seen all 
around the house—including that of Premier Byron Johnson, playing for the first time 

| the chief commoner’s role in the province’s most important assembly.

flute in front ofPAGEANTRY — Standing at 
lative Buildings as 15 guns roar o^t in his honor i*L 
Gov. Charles A. Banks with his naval, military an 
force aides. j ~N*w*-Herai

!
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Flower Garden Vista As Ladies ^HDA^ntn^THOUSE 

View Legislature Opening
«----- ... t- -rv. VT.w..,w.p,lH •- - *--------------------Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA.—The galleries in 
the legislative chamber at the 
opening of the House Tuesday 
looked down on what appeared 
to be a great flower garden in 
full bloom—the spring hats of 
the women guests.

It was a gay scene, most of 
the ladies wearing the new long 
styles, over which they donned 
fur wraps. Hats were topped 
with bright flowers—lily of the 
valley predominating. Great 
nosegays of brilliant colors lit 
up most of the coats.

It was a happy day for Mrs. 
Byron Johnson, the pleasant 
wife of the new Premier. She 
arrived, with her son, Byron, 
and the Premier’s brother and 
sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. John 
V. Johnson. The two Mrs. John­
sons sat to the immediate left of 
the Lieutenant - Goverrjbr, with 
the Premier's sister, Mçs. Lillian 
Russell of Vancouver, and her 
daughter, Miss Joan Russell. 
J. V. Johnson and his nephew 
took seats in the main body of 
the chamber, while their brother 

| and father played his new and 
I important part of premier.

U.B.C. PRESIDENT Dr. Nor­
man MacKenzie and U.B.C. 
Chancellor Hon. E. W. Hamber, 
in their red robes, sat next to 
the Bishop of British Columbia, 
Rt. Rev. H. E. Sexton, and the 
Bishop of Victoria, Rt. Rev. 
James Hill, both in scarlet and 
purple. Behind this quartette 
sat Mrs. Hamber and Mrs. Mac­
Kenzie and next to them Mrs. 
Gordon Sloan, wife of the Chief 
Justice of British Columbia.

Mrs. Walter Nichol, govern­
ment house chatelaine from 
1921 to 1926, sat opposite her 
son-in-law and daughter, Rear- 
Admiral and Mrs. E. Rollo 
Mainguy. Capt. F. G. Hart and 
Mrs. Hart were greeted on their 
return here after living some 
years In Halifax. Also in the 
chamber was Mrs. H a r t * si 
mother, Mrs. K. C. MacDonald,

mJÊÊÊÊÊtF

wife of a former minister of 
agriculture.

THREE JUSTICES of the
Supreme Court, Hon. Norman 
Whittaker, Hon. Herbert S. 
Wood and Hon. A. D. MacFar- 
lane, were present and just be­
hind them sat their wives to­
gether. Mrs. G. R. Pearkes, 
wife of the M.P. for Nanaimo, 
came in from her Saanich home 
for the affair.

Mrs, John Hart had a new 
role, and sat far down the cham­
ber, after four years, as the Pre­
mier’s wife, sitting at the top 
of the list. She looked well after 
her recent trip to California, and 
her legislative friends were glad 
to see her.

The two women members of 
the House, Mrs. Nancy Hodges 
and Mrs. F. J. Rolston, sat to­
gether, Mrs. Hodges in green, 
with black hat, and Mrs. Rolston 
in allrblack, her large off-the- 
foce hat set off with sparkliftg 
brilliants.

Two former members of the 
House, Capt. C. S. Leary and 
Sqdrn-Ldr. E. V. Finland, were 
present, with their wives.

Because of the new styles the 
opening was the gayest in many 
years. And top hats were quite 
in order for many of the men 
guests.

MRS. CHARLES BANKS, 
because of a recent injury, was 
unable to attend the House 
opening, but received, with His 
Honor, fat the Government House 
reception from 4:30 to 6. She 
had chosen a Hattie Carnegie 
frock with plain tailleur skirt in 
the new long length, a slightly 
fitted moire jacket and soft 
blue blouse, with diamond rose 
at the shoulder.

Mrs. Hodges Chary 
With Her Bouquets

By J. K. NEGBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA — Mrsv Nancy 
Hodges, tailored and business­
like, launched 1948 legislative 
debate Wednesday. To her fell 
what is looked upon as a great 
honor—moving the address in 
reply to the Speech from the 
Throne.

The MLA so honored is ex­
pected suitably to praise the 
government and everything it 
dbes, and perhaps give a hint of 
government plans. Mrs. Hodges 
gave no hint.

SHE STARTED OFF politely 
—and with much more flowery 
language than she usually uses. 
She handed out. bouquets right 
and left—to Mr. Hart, for what 
he has done, to Premier John­
son for what he will do, to for­
mer Speaker Whittaker, to the 
new speaker, Mr. Carson, to Mr. 
Straith and Dr; Weir and she 
paid tribute to Louis Lebour- 
dais

But these niceties over, Mrs. 
Hodges wasn’t too pleased with 
the government. She didn't say 
it is the finest government B.C. 
has ever had.

INDEED, SHE FOUND it had 
some shortcomings. She dealt 
with the one she promised and 
it appeared to some people she 
wasn’t any too impressed by 
thém. She hoped the govern­
ment Would hurry its . help to 
the municipalities. She did a 
first-class job of painting the 
picture of horror that faces so 
many people- who are financial­
ly crippled by medical bills.

Mrs. Hodges needled away on 
this subject—said the govern­
ment had better get a move on, 
do something about the health 
insurance it had been talking 
about for 12 ygars.

MRS. HODGES, who read 
her speech for the first time, 
asked dower rights for women, 
higher benefits for women un­
der the Compensation Act, 
outlawing of what she called 
undescribable literature. She 
thrust out her jaw, grew quite 
belligerent as she said she 
would keep right on talking 
about such literature until 

i somebody does something. She 
.seemed determined on this.

The women in the galleries, 
proud of their sex in action 
in such high-toned halls, hung 
on to Nancy’s every word.

And they thought it fine 
when Mrs. Hodges, who js now 
a top-flight political speech- 
maker wound up with this: “It 
is the responsibility not only

nt are ||
a fewlSI*

of every legislator in the House, 
but also of every man and § 
woman in Canada, to see that 
democracy should not become 
static or stagnant, but should 
be kept up with a living, vital 
dynamic march towards the 
goal of human happiness and 
well-being in the fullest and 
widest sense of the term.*’

POINT GREY’S Mr. Steven- , 
son followed Mrs. Hodges, He j| 
dabbled a bit in politics, said 
“I might warn those who $|$i 
search for any cleavage be- jf| 
tween the two parties forming gK 
the Coalition government are ™ B 
wasting their efforts.' 
view of what took place 
months back, the C.C.F. snick- §& 
ered. The elder Mr. Winch al- ■ 
most guffawed aloud.

Mr. Stevenson was not on hisKgfs}» 
feet long before he broke into a H 
discourse on Russia and Com- gg;” 
m un ism.

After thoroughly banging 
Communism about, Mr. Steven­
son came back to B.C. He said 
Point Grey is the finest riding 
In B.C., but no one seemed im­
pressed except his fellow Point 
Greyers, Mrs. Rolston and Mr. | ^ 
MacDougall, who pounded their kg 
desks in approval. But even §11 
this gesture didn't bring much 
life to the house. 1

THE PRICE OF MILK en­
gaged Mr. Stevenson’s atten­
tion. He hoped a further in­
crease could be avoided, for, if 
it isn’t fewer people will be 
drinking milk. He didn’t dis- B 
approve of the gas price in- 
crease, but said it should be only 
for two years, to give companies 
time to cut their marketing costs 
and install additional refining ||| 
facilities.

He urged more attention to jll 
the tourist trade, uttered a great lx 
truth when he said B.C. must BBj 
improve the quality of its tour- ra 
1st cabins.

THAT, IN BRIEF, was theg|
first day—and it was all qver™ 
in 76 minutes.

The premier moved and the . 
minister of finance seconded < 
election of Grand Forks-Green- | 
wood’s Mr. Love as deputy ; 
speaker. Opposition Leader g 
Harold Winch moved adjourn­
ment of debate, which means 
he speaks today.

It will be his duty to tear 
into the Throne Speech.

He will tell the government 
there was nothing in It, that 
the government has no plans, 
is merely drifting.

Friday is expected Premier 
Johnson's first policy speech*



!

PjflfA Mental Clinic At Last]
A gratifying feature of the throne 

speech in Victoria is the promise to 
I establish a new system of admission 

1 *^BHHBS to mental hospitals and to provide a
■ clinic for the treatment of patients 

.'«KB w*10 may be saved thereby the stigmaB of being committed to a mental in- 
I stitution.

The new system is needed as much 
B in the interests of the presently con- 

gested institutions as it is in the ih-
■ terests of the patients themselves. 
■ Popular opinion in British Columbia
■ has long inclined to the belief that
■ there are hundreds of persons com-

• to mental institutions prema-B turely and unnecessarily. The men- 
B tal health of such persons is not 

pîVîlB «SSaS thereby improved, and their presence 
M claims the time and attention of the

staff which ought to be devoted to I 
more serious cases.

Still another and by no means un- I 
important aspect of the matter is that | 
unnecessary committals involve tax- 1 
payers in unnecessary expense. The 
fact that the mental institutions of j 
British Columbia are now treating 
nearly 4,000 patients at a cost of 
approximately $2 millions a year 
should ensure taxpayer support for a 
new and better system of dealing 
with mental patients.

The whole purpose of the clinic will 
be to arrest maladjustments and 
derangements in their early stages 
and thus to save the patients for them­
selves and their families. This ap­
proach has been long overdue.

Us
m iU
Ssi
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Stevenson Lays 
World Blame On 
Russ; Warns B.C.

Special to Ttie News-Herald
VICTORIA—L. F. Stevenson 

(Coalition, Vancouver-P o 1 n t 
Grey) in the Legislature Wed­
nesday gave warning that, in 
view of the world situation, 
B.C. as a vital and integral part 
of Canada should get its own 
house in order so “we can carry 
our share of the load and main­
tain our integrity in any eventu­
ality.”

Mr. Stevenson, an R.C.A.F. Air 
Vice-Marshal during the war, 
while not mentioning Russia by 
name, devoted a good part of 
his speech to an attack on the 
Soviet The fault for the present 
unhappy world situation, he in­
dicated, lies with Russia.

“It might assist in our think­
ing if we reflect on conditions 
in Europe in 1942 and 1943 
when we shared our sacrifice 
and precious war materials with 
a country hard pressed and al­
most beaten,” he said. “A coun­
try which now shouts defiance 
at those who gave her the very 
shirts off their backs, A coun­
try which now defeats efforts to 
bring the world back to a fit 
condition in which to live.”

rwniM * ''

Govt. Health 
Plan Urged

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA — Mrs. Nancy 

Hodgee, Coalition Victoria, in 
the Legislature Wednesday urg­
ed the government to get busy 
end do something about health 
insurance.

Some scheme, she said, should 
be launched “to meet the grow- |L 

i ing demand for contributory ■ 
hospital and medical aid in B.C. 80 
—-at least until such time as a H 
national health insurance plan® 
comes into operation."

Mrs. Hodgei said that while 
hospitals are facing a grave cri- 

Isis many potential patienta ara 9 
■ facing an even greater one. F®*

n
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|Govt. 'Derelict' 
In Douk Affair, 
Winch Declares

'

m

m

VICTORIA—(CP)— Govern-1 
ment “dereliction” in handling I 
the Doukhobor situation in the! 
boundary country last year has! 
resulted in the nucleus of a new! 
body which may give as much I 
trouble this year, declared Op-f 
position Leader Harold E.B 

g Winch in the Legislature Thurs-1 
day.

While some of the peace dis-1 
turbers were jailed, the leaders j 
still were free and educated! 

| Doukhobors said quick action |

■

rasAt ' ,,v

His necessary if more trouble is I 
TO to be averted.

B The C.C.F. leader read trans- 
ngj lation of a letter written by “J. j 

J; Veregin,” widely circulated g 
“k* among Doukhobors In the south­

ern interior, setting out plans j 
for a new community under in­
ducement of immunity from j 
police control.

“THE LETTER SAYS mem­
bers of the new group must de-1 
clare they will not be natural- 
ized to any country and that 
any Doukhobor who served in 
the war must surrender any 
medals he wears, give up his 
pension and agree not to fight 
again for this country,” said 
Mr. Winch. Members also must 
pay Mr. Veregin $17 a year.

A second letter, signed] 
“Jesus,” declared “All man­
made laws are superficial and I 
false and cannot be endured.” I 

Mr. Winch also criticized the | 
iovernment for failing to in­
titule a health insurance p_ 

after having spent $234,000 i 
vestfgating the quo 
1934. A satisfactory 
have to be administer 

| province,” he said.
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Crowded Galleries 
Hear Winch Attack

Johnson Presents 
Cold, Hard Facts

By J. K. NESBITT I These are strong words and
Special to The Ne>vs-Heraid they were used effectively. Mr.

VICTORIA—Opposition lead- ! Winch was in good form, 
er Harold Winch held the spot- The OPPOSITION leader 
light Thursday. He attacked the j complained abôut what he call- 

; government. It was his best andj , • •• .......
‘most, telling attack in some j j 
years. He made a thorough job 1 j 
of it. It was a two hour speech j 
that must have taken hours in! 
preparation, so full of facts and : 
figures was it.

The galleries are a barometer j 
of an M.L.A.’s speech. They 
were crowded for Mr. Winch 
and when he was through they ! 
were almost as well filled as i 
when he started.

Therefore, the speech must 
have been a good one. The pub- i 
lie has no patience with dull 
speeches and if they are, soon 
walks out.

MR. WINCH, vehement, dra­
matic, his voice ringing out, cov- ! 
ered all the troubles of the prov- \ 

i ince.
Little the government is do- j 

I ing pleased him, which was to 
I be expected. But his was not de- ;
Instructive criticism.
|. As he tore down he offered j 
■C.C.F. recipes for improvements. |
■These, of course, will not be im- 
Imediately accepted, he said, but 
■sooner or later they will be.
1 Mr. Winch just couldn’t under­
stand why the government does 
I not take C.C.F advice right off 
I instead of waiting years, as it 
I usually does.
I MOSTLY, HE STAYED clear 
I of politics.

He caused a bit of fun when 
I he wondered how it was Mr.
I Anscomb had knuckled down 
I under a Liberal premier when 
I the Tories had said Mr. Ans- 
I comb should be premier. Why,
■ said Mr. Winch, there was pret- 
E ty nearly a divorce and he
■ would sure like to know what
■ made Mr. Anscomb capitulate, 
j “You’d like to know?”

■ queried Mr. Anscomb glumly.
I “I'll hazard a guess," shot

■back Mr. Winch. “It reached a 
■point where the Liberals were 
■preparing to form a minority 
■government and go it alone.’1 
_| Mr. Anscomb kept silent at 
— Johnson,

K. NESBITT , 1
The News-Herald j j

. — When a man , 
irst speech as pre- , 

is being written. , 
i case in the house : 

Hon. Byron John-1 
is new role as head j 
nment.

a feeling of tense | 
abroad. Premier’s j 

tches__ do not come ' 
has had only 24 j 

ce, it joined confed-: 
$71. So Friday was ! 
The galleries were 
ite - comers were! 
r disappointed. 
NSON, it must be, 
d a story of gloom | 

hard luck story ; j 
a sob story he had. | 
other way of look- j 

Dne could feel the i 
ation.
peeled to find bulg- !

Instead, he found. 
ing up, revenues at ! 
war-born surpluses

H shrinking.
He told us about all this Fri- 

I day and he didn’t mince words, I 
I He mif£it well have glossed 
I over B.C.'s troubles, for a new 
I premier likes to sound like a 
S Cassandra. But Mr. Johnson

one will have the right to ex- a 
press his opinion without any H 
intimidation or pressure being g 
brought to bear upon him.”

At the end, the premier hoped 1 
he had not been too gloomy. He 8 
said B.C.’s difficulties are not 0 
insurmountable — but — and he @ 
repeated — increased revenues | 
will have to be found, with re-1 
straint in expenditures. He 1 
didn't explain how this could be I 
done, if he knows, which he 1 

j probably doesn’t at this mo-1

THE PREMIER spoke from a 1 
! prepared text and obviously felt I 
j stifled as a result. Now and then 1 
! he got away from it—and then I 
his spontaneous warmth and I 

! friendliness and determination I 
to do his level best for this prov- I 

I ince and its people could be felt. I 
natural 1

spoiled Mr. Winch and that R| 
j it's time the C.C.F. leader was H 
told he isn’t in the government. H

MR. WINCH twitted the gov- ■
; ernment because health insur- lj®
: ance is still among the missing. I!

All Mr. Winch could find in ■ 
! the Throne Speech about social ifi 
i security was the same old stuff I® 
j Mr. Hart had been talking about || 
j for ages without getting any- |g 
i thing done.
I He hoped the government H 
would be able to keep all its ||i 
Saanich and Cariboo by-election iffl 
promises, even though they S

He became 
speaker—a charming and con- B 
vincing one. But, premiers must H 
speak for the record—hence the B 

i text.
Mr. Anscomb gave forth with || 

an encouraging grin as Mr. m 
Johnson rose—and he listened ffl 
intently as the premier sang a j| 
sort of financial swan song. Mr. I 
Anscomb was no doubt happy, H 

i Mr. Johnson was taking the I 
j shock of a financial gloom from || 
i the Anscomb budget.

FINANCE MINISTERS don’t! 
! like to sound too depressed. The Eg 
! galleries watched the premier— to 
! looked back a few years to the 1 
days when “Boss" Johnson was ffl 

j kicking a football around the | 
j Spring Ridge district of Victoria 1 
j where he was born. It seemed 1 
j but yesterday—and yet here he | 
; was attempting to find some | 
jway of leading his native prov-1 
j ince out of the financial bog into | 
; which almost overnight it b 
i seemed to have plunged.

When he was through every-1 
i one took off the rose colored % 
; spectacles they have been wear-| 
j ing the last few years, decided | 
! that'—well—hateful as the idea 1 

-perhaps a sales tax is|| 
of keeping the 4;

Ince to sign the income tax ! 
agreement. He practically said 
B.C. is left holding the bag—a 
mighty empty bag—having giv- j 
en away its right to income tax 
for a fixed sum—and expecting 
help on old age pensions and! 
health insurance and not get­
ting it.

Mr. Johnson dealt with the 
municipalities, which are cry­
ing hard times and seeking to 
get the government to take over 
full education costs. Mr. John­
son said the municipalities will 
get some more relief this ses­
sion—but he would like them 
to understand—only once more 
—and that will be that.

HE SAID no other plea will is—wedl- 
will be considered “unless the | the only way __ 
municipalities follow the plan j wolf from the door, 
outlined in the Goldenberg 
port.*’ And he would have M

this and so did Mr. 
though It did seem he colored a 

i little.
Mr. Winch then got down to 

ithe Throne Speech, tie said he 
had listened to 17 Throne 
Speeches and the 1948 edition 
was the most bankrupt of them 
all, and "clearly demonstrated 
the stumbling uncertainty and 
indecision of this government," 
and, furthermore, "because of 
the blindness and stupidity of 
Liberals and Conservatives B.C. 
in facing a dark situation.”

the act are good “particuli
Ion deali

_____
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JOHNSON SPEECH 
HIGHLIGHTS

Special to Hie News-Herald
VICTORIA — Highlights of 

1 Premier Byron Johnson’s policy 
| speech presented Friday to the 
| Legislature:

Existing agreements between 
l Dominion and province cannot 
(.be considered fair unless social 
1 security proposals outlined in 
" Green Book are put into effect.

Implementation of social se- 
. curity measures (outlined by 
| Ottawa) are important due to 

rapid rise in costs.
ASSURANCES given by 

Prime Minister King that social 
I security measures would be im­
plemented when a sufficient 
number of provinces signed tax 
agreements.

Green Book proposals esti­
mated 18,670 old-age pensions 
in B.C. by 1948. Actual result 
—17,768 recipients last Octo­
ber and 21,305 at the beginning 
of 1948. Anticipated at end of 
this year—25,000.

Due to change in old-age pen- 
[ slon regulations, B.C. assuming 
greater share of social welfare 
burden of other provinces of 
2,079 persons. Old-age pension 
cases assumed in the past five 
months, 423 or 20 per cent are 
from other provinces and not 
really B.C. cases in the true 
sense.

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE al 
lowances to u n e m ployables 
have risen at the rate of 2,000 
new cases a year for the last 
two years.

Cost of old-age pensions, so­
cial allowances and mothers' 
pensions has risen from $4,100,- 
000 in 1945-46 to an estimated 
$8,900,000 in 1948-49, an in- 
crease of more than 100 per 
cent.

Cost of social services on per 
capita basis has risen from $1.60 
in 1944-45 to $2.07 in 1946, in 
contrast to a per capita rise in 
Saskatchewan during the same 
period from 56 cents to 76 
cents.

AGGRAVATING financial 
situation is serious financial 
plight of hospitals.

Dominion government has 
yet to assume full responsibility 
for unemployment.

As a result of increased 
health and welfare services, 
costs have risen in B.C. from 
$9,300,000 in 1945-46 to an 
tlmated $19,346,000 in 1948-49, 
an increase of approximately 
$10,000,000 or 100 per cent.

Dominion collected for year 
ended last March 31—$139,956, 
000 from income, corporal 
and succession duty taxes
B.C. The provinces recei 
back $23,000,000, or only 
per cent.

OONSSQUXNTLT, Govi 
ment has urged upon the 
inion to bear a larger share 
eld age pensions, Institute coi 
pulsory contributory supei 

"give financial 
i the cost of hospitals 

a system of hi

nt will take 
i to prepai 

to the

granted

"HOSPITAL costs have risen 
100% since 1945-46.

The cost of hospitals to the 
government for 1947-48 was 
$2,359,000 or an increase of 
$1,160,000.

Two courses of action appear 
necessary. First, revenue sourc­
es must be pooled to provide 
adequate services for money 
available. Secondly, hospital 
administration should receive 
strict examination to ensure 
maximum of service for money 
expended.

GOVERNMENT PROPOSES 
to submit measures designed to 
bring hospitalization within 
financial reach of the people.

Municipalities have been re­
lieved of many social burdens 
during past several years; have 
been assisted provincially in 
connection with reduction of 
their debts as well as being 
aided by successive upward re­
visions in provincial financial 
grants for education and in re­
spect to motor license revenue.

Further financial assistance 
to municipalities assured; but 
this assistance will be regarded 
as final.

MUNICIPALITIES should 
implement recommendations of 
Goldenberg Report as has the 
provincial government.

Inflationary costs should be 
met by inflated tax dollar. As­
sessment basis at present is 
deflated.

Provincial administration af­
fected by two factors—Rapid 
rise in cost of social security 
and education and spiral of in­
flation.

SURPLUS REVENUE Ac­
count almost entirely appro-1 
priated so there are no reserves | 
to meet abnormal conditions.

Added revenues required to I 
meet mounting costs and spiral I 
of inflation, and to assist muni-1 
clpalities and hospitals.

P.G.E. negotiations for exten-1 
slon to be resumed this spring.

LABOR LEGISLATION to be E 
revised but broad underlying ] 
principles maintained.

B.C. Power Commission adds! 
4,000 more customers in pasta 
eleven months bringing total to j 
27,000 consumers. |

Rate reductions given in II | 
out of 18 power districts.

NEW BATE reductions to be I 
made effective on Vancouver | 
Island by April 1.

Second 28,000 horsepower I 
enât et Campbell River to bel 
put in operation within next | 
few weeks.

Campbell River power plant! 
expected to reach 100,000 horse-1 
power stage within next 12 [ 
months.

NANAIMO-PUNCAN losd to | 
be transferred to Campbell Riv­
er plant Sunday.

Commission negotiating tq I 
supply further 10,000 horse-] 
power to another new pulp mi" 
on east coast of Vancouver I 
land. Mill expected to be 1 
operation by 1980.

Third pulp mill also 
ideration c 

with an

TENDERS CALLED for gen- I 
erators, turbines and tunnel in 
connection with Whatshan Lake 
25,000 horsepower development 
for Kamloops and Okanagan | 
areas, bids to close April 15.

Commission has been able to I 
pay out of all operating revenue | 
the full interest on capital ad-1 
vances, full sinking fund re-1 
quirements, adequate reserves, 
all administrative and operat­
ing expenses and yet set aside I 
in nine months of this fiscal 
year $186,000 as a rates stabil-1 
ization reserve.

FIRST INCREASE in price 
of gasoline in B.C. over a period 
of six years granted on interim 
basis, increase being 3 cents per j 
gallon.

Revision made as a result of 
heavy importations of refined 
gasoline to meet demand and 
following three upward re­
visions of price of crude oil at 
source of supply. Increase of 
crude oil during past 12 months 
90c per barrel.

NO OTHER revision to be 
given until further examination 
of oil company books.

Price in B.C. still lowest in 
Canada.

Premier sounded optimistic 
note In conclusion. Said prob­
lems of inflation and rising 
social security and education 
costs not insurmountable.

CONFIDENT of B.C.’s future. 
Population growth in past two 
years 95,000. Payrolls stood at 
$402,000,000 in 1946 or $20,000,- 
000 more than previous year. 
Greater gain expected for 1947.

industrial development grow­
ing apace as more power pro­
vided and roads improved and 
new territory opened \ip 
through public works.
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Coalition Will Aim! 
Guns At Ottawa

, | ssm X- Æ
Vf.-S Hh|!

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA — The “Ottawa 
done us dirt” idea, started in the 
legislature last week by Van- 
couver-Point Grey’s L. F. Ste­
venson and turned into a cres- 
ceno by Premier Byron Johnson 
in his policy speeches promises 
to be the theme song of the 
present session^

Coalition members, one by 
one, are expected quickly to 
learn the tune and sing it. The 
C.C.F. will take the opposite 
tune—that a capitalistic govern­
ment, fearing the future, is 
seeking a scape goat. Ottawa is 
a good safe distance away and 
the blame might just as well be 
put there.

SO IT IS that Ottawa is go­
ing to get verbal punishment for 
British Columbia’s unhappy 
financial picture—and Quebec 
and Ontario which have re­
fused to sign Dominion-provin­
cial income tax agreements, 
thereby holding back nation-, 
wide health insurance and old- 
age pensions.

Mr. Stevenson, sending tforth 
the first volley in what is going 
to be a government-sponsored 
“don’t blame us” hue and cry 
said that contact with Ottajva 
might be likened to a cashier’s 
vacuum tube system which sucks 
away a well-filled cannister and 
then returns the empty. “We are 
prying much more than our 
share into the federal coffers 
and getting little in return.”

THE PREMIER said that be­
cause Ottawa has done nothing 
about social security this pro­
vince is in a serious financial 
position and will have to find 

I some new revenues on its own. 
8 Ottawa said the premier, is re­

turning to B.C. only 16 per centI of the huge amount it takes out 

of this province in income* cor­
poration and succession duty 
taxes.

All this places John Hart in 
an awkward position. He came 
home from Ottawa little more 
than a year ago to announce the 
Dominion-Provincial agreements 
he signed put this province in 
good financial shape for years to 
come.

ADDRESSING THE legisla­
ture last year the then premier 
said the agreement “provides an 
expanding revenue to meet our 
growing requirements — takes 
into account the need for greater 
social security and high-level 
employment, enabled the bring­
ing about of what promises to be 
unified action on the part of all 
the provinces so that the Domin­
ion government may be free to 
proceed with the implementa­
tion of those measures designed 
to raise living standards across 
Canada and bring about a great­
er measure of security.”

There is no doubt Mr. Hart 
thought Ontario and Quebec 
would have jumped on the band 
wagon by this time. Then Ot­
tawa would have no alternative 
but to go ahead and do some­
thing about social security, 

which is slowly but sure: 
;ing B.C. today, accoi

However in the last year alTl 
has been silent in Ottawa about I 
such plans, Dominion-provincial I 
conferences seem a thing of the 1 
past, federal authorities being I 
more interested in speculation I 
on Mr. King’s possible retire- j 
ment and who will get his job.

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC I 
continue their defiant fence-sit- I 
ting—and this province suffers. |

Mr. Hart, who is now sitting S 
in the legislature as a private S 
member*will doubtless answer jj 
the present government intima- ! 
tion that the Dominion-provin- | 
cial agreement he made last f 
year was not exactly a good one gl 
for this province after all.

When Mr. Johnson was telling j 
his tale of woe Friday the for-1 
mer premier was observed mat- |l! 
ing copious notes.

His speech should be an in- B 
teresting and informative one. J 
Then the other side of the pic- j 
ture will be presented.
HI

Sales Tax
The State of Washington has no 

income tax and no bonded debt. It 
preserves this enviable position by 
means of a three per cent sales tax. 
The sales tax enables the state to 
adhere to a pay-as-you-go policy.

The provincial government of B.C. 
contemplates a sales tax. Without a 
sales tax, or some similar impost, 
British Columbia will be faced with 
the necessity for a dual income tax at 
the expiry of the present provincial- 
Dominion tax agreement.

At the moment, provincial adminis­
trators have not envisioned a debt- 
free province operating on a pay-as- 
you-go policy. It has not raised its 
sights as high as the State of Wash­
ington. But there’s always the possi­
bility of better marksmanship based 
on clear vision and diligent target 
practice. It would be a feather in the 
cap of Finance Minister Anscomb if 
he should work towards the ideal of a 
province emancipated from the bur­
den of public debt.

The sales tax is not an ideal tax, 
but it compares more than favorably 
with most other arbitrary imposts. 
Every one, rich and poor alike,;pays

sales tax in accordance with his 
spending. Vast numbers of people 
pay nothing at all in the form of in­
come tax.

The sales tax does nothing to dis­
courage maximum production and it 
involves little or no interference by 
the state in the private affairs of 
citizens. The graduated income tax 
does discourage maximum effort and 
it has inquisitorial features which are 
most objectionable to freedom lov­
ing men.

The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating. The State of Washington, 
like the province of Quebec, has a 
sales tax and it is supported by public 
opinion. It is a tax that seems to 
pluck the most feathers with the least 
squawking—a tough but realistic 
criterion of taxation. If we are to 
have a sales tax in B.C., all the 
squawking, as was the experience in 
Washington and Quebec, may be ex­
pected at its inception. When bene­
fits begin to accrue in the form of 
higher standards of public service, 
the squawkings of discontent may, 
here as elsewhere, be transformed 
into the crowings of accomplishment.

I
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^ Back Of B.C/s Financial Troubles

responsibility 
services on a

Much of the present financial diffi- 
| culty of British Columbia and other 
provinces, and of many municipali- 

! ties, la due to the collapse, two years 
"irminirti'TIWwl a60' attempts to effect a nine ■HE province-Dominion agreement which 

F would place fipanclàl 
g for health and social 

BreSlj national basis.
A national social security plan to 

E include contributory pensions and 
^HH contributory health insurance was a 

S keystone proposal of the original 
« Dominion-provincial conference. Cost 

i’ll of this was to be assumed by the fed- 
1S eral government in return for a clear 

B field in the provinces in collecting 
R income and corporation taxes.

When Quebec and Ontario balked 
B at this, separate agreements were 

gg worked out between Ottawa and the 
|| other seven provinces. These pro- 
§2 vided for substantial grants in com- 
” pensation for surrender of the income 

and corporation tax fields, but the 
national health and pension plans 
were blocked by the Quebec-Ontario ' 
dissension.

These federal grants looked good at 
the time they were established last 
year, but inflation, soaring provincial 
costs, and soaring federal tax reve­
nues, have thrown them out of kilter. 
Now, it develops, B.C. is only recov­
ering from Ottawa 16 per cent of the 
amount the federal government takes

spy
WM

Sales Tax Urged 
By MacDougal

)RIA—A sales tax to 
aid education and social ser- 

jj| vices was advocated in the leg- 
gj islature Monday by A. R. Mac- 
“ Dougall, Coalition, Vancouver- 

Point Grey.
An adequate percentage of 

such a tax, . Mr. MacDougall 
said, “would give the munici­
palities—a source of revenue—

I one which they would have I 
reason to believe would, at least | 
in normal times bring in ex- 

j pending revenue, leased on in- 
! creased population and the pros­
perity of the whol$ province.” 

i H the tax is imposed, he said, 
and yields a satisfactory amount, 
and other existing taxes do not 
increase, “the people within a 
year or two of its imposition 
will be well satisfied and will 

I not wish to drop tt* ta* apd rf- 
.n, hth« *>rm „ <

MapsaapsiH

Insurance Rate 
Reduction Urgedj

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA — In view of tre- 

| mendous increase in insurance 
business because of B.C.’s new 
car responsibility law, th e r e 
should be a rate reduction, A. C. 
Hofoe, (Cln .-Delta) told the 
legislature Monday.

“It’s high time the insurance I 
companies got busy and adjust- | 
ed their rates,” Mr. Hope said, I 
adding the Saskatchewan gov-1 
ernment is giving for $6 a year, j 
benefits costing at least $18 a 
year in this province.

“Somebody should tip some­
body off to get busy and adjust 
those.rates,” Mr. Hope said, “it 
they can’t come down I’d sug­
gest certain changes cornel 
about.

CCF MLA Urges 
Hospital Sweeps

VICTORIA — (CP) — Sweep! 
eke, to relee money for hoe-1 

lita s throughout the province | 
cere urged in the legislature 3 
Honday by E. T. Rowh 

I (C.C.F-Omineca).

out of this province in income, cor­
poration and succession duties—only 
$1 back for every $6 that goes out.

In the provincial legislature last 
week both Premier Johnson and 
Leigh Stevenson, Point Grey M.L.A., 
emphasized the extent to which the 
failure to estalÿish nation-wide health 
insurance and old age pensions had 
impaired B.C.’s finances—changing 
the province’s financial position 
almost overnight from one of appar­
ent “prosperity” to one so critical that 
new taxes are being considered.

Premier Johnson has already inti­
mated that he intends to press Ottawa 
for action on this two-pronged social 
security program — even if it has to 
be instituted on a 7-province basis.

This social service collapse is also 
a factor, of course, in the difficulties 
which threaten to bankrupt munici­
palities. It is the growing burden of 
welfare and social services which is 
making it increasingly difficult for 
municipal governments to pay their 
way.

A national social security program 
must come. Britain, the United 
States, Australia already have such I 
plans in operation. A Canadian I 
social security system must be de- | 
vised, not only to protect the health | 
and welfare of every citizen, but also 
to save provinces and municipalities 
from insupportable tax loads.

New Infirmary 
In City Urged

Swtial to The News-Heald
VICTORIA — Renewed plea 

to the government to hurry 
with construction ol a new 
provincial infirmary at Mar- 
pole was made in thç legislature 
Monday by A. R. MacDougall, 
C o a I it 1 o n, Vancouver-Point 
Grey.

"Nothing has been done,” 
Mr. MacDougall said. “Some­
thing must be done if this ad­
ministration ia to fulfill Its duty, 
not only towards the decent 
living of that unfortunate por­
tion of our population which 
has to be admitted there, but 
towards their very safety from 
i possible mejor catastrophe, 
which the existing structure 
Invites.”
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Govt. Experts Draw 
Coalitionists' Fire

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA — There were 
three speakers in the Legisla­
ture Monday—two Coalitionists 
—Point Grey’s A. R. MacDoug- 
all and Delta’s Alex Hope and 
Omineca’s C.C.F. Mr. Rowland.

Usually government support­
ers praise the government to the 
skies. Not so Monday. Mr. Mar.- 
Dougall and Mr. Hope were 
able to find plenty of fault with 
the government.

Mr. MacDougall was pained 
because he heard the premier 
say the municipalities will get 
one more boost and that will be 
all.

THE PREMIER'S harshness 
deeply hurt Mr. MacDougall 
He said it is cruel of a parent 
to bring a child into being and 
then abandon him. Yet here was 
the government merci lessly 
kicking around its very own 
child. Yes,.cruel—that’s what it 
Is cried Mr. MacDougall—and 
he hoped the premier wouldn’t 
mind him saying so. The pre­
mier didn’t appear to care in the 
least.

MR. MACDOUGALL gave a 
hint—probably with a govern­
ment nod that it might be a 
good plan to—well, as he put it 
—“toy with the idea of remov­
ing controls on the price of 
gasoline—restoring its sale to 
the principle of allowing com­
petition to set the price.”

He said there are many oil 
companies in the province so 
there is no danger of -a mono­
poly.

Mr. MacDougall said he could 
not understand why gas should 
be singled out to be sold at a 
loss. And he hurried to ejfelain 
he is in no possible way affected 
by prosperity .or otherwise of 
any oil Companies.

THEN MR. MACDOUGALL 
got back to roasting the govern­
ment. He didn’t think much of 
the way the government has, 
holus-bolus, adopted the Camer­
on and Goldenberg reports. He 
was inclined to blame much of 
the government’s troubles on 
just such reports. •

He didn’t appear to think to 
much of experts who bring in 
reports. He said he would adapt 
the words of an ancient philo­
sopher—that reports of experts 
are like Cologne, water—to lie 
smelled, but not swallowed.

Mr. MacDougall, being a 
good lawyer, used lots of nice 
legal phrases.

FOB INSTANCE, he said 
“----- there must be an immed­
iate adjustment between the 
federal, provincial and munic­
ipal entities in the Canadian 
body politic.”

Mr. Rowland started the an­
nual onslaught against the min­

ister of public works. Mr. Row­
land comes from way back of 
beyond—the rugged and beauti­
ful riding of Omineca. He said 
roads in his part of the country 
are bad, and they’re getting 
worse all the time.

Even , more, he said the de­
partment of public works isn’t 
spending money wisely, indeed 
it is wasting money and creat­
ing ill-feeling by letting some 
of its machinery do jobs for 
private individuals while ne­
glecting the public’s business.

ALL THIS didn’t quite make j^® 
sense to Mr. Rowland. The pub-1 
lie works minister, Mr. Carson, ®| 
made notes of all Mr. Rowland’s H 
complaints. He was smiling, asfflg 
he always is at the start of a ses- ■ 
sion. As member after member ■ 
gets up and howls about roads, H 
Mr. Carson will get cross. He ■ 
usually does.

Mr. Hope made a fighting 
speech. He was very angry with 
the government. It’s all very 
well, he said, for the govern­
ment to say the municipalities 
should put their house in order. Lg, 
How about the government put- Ml 
ting its house in order?

He said he’s sick and tired pf 
hearing the municipalities are 
chiseling, chiseling chiselipg— 
when they’re doing nothing of I 
the sort. ■

MUNICIPALITIES and school 
boards get too much ciriticism 
from this government wailed 
Mr. Hope. Like Mr. MacDoug­
all, he said he was fed up with 
commissions and experts advis­
ing the government. Let 
M.L.A.’s advise the government 
said Mr. Hope and then some­
thing might get done sensibly.

Things these days don’t add 
up, there’s something wrong 
somewhere said Mr. Hope.

He praised Saskatchewan’s 
car insurance plan, which gave] 
the C.C.F. great pleasure and 
Mr. Guthrie sang out “Hear/ 
hear.”

HE DARKLY hinted that un-1 
less car insurance rates come 
down he’d suggest some changes 
—which could only mean one 
thing—that the government go 
into the insurance business.

First message bill came in 
from Hon. R. C. MacDonald. It 
wasn’t, very important, but it 
showed the minister of mines 
and municipal affairs is on his 
toes.

Mr. Winch announced the 
premier is going to give him 
data on increase in gas rates 
after all. Lands and forests min­
ister Kenney answered some 
more questions, which caused 
Mr. Winch to compliment him 
on his speed.

Opening Guns Fire 
Ih Liquor Debate

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA. — The legislature 
got around to liquor Tuesday. 
Everybody knew it would, soon­
er or later. Liquor is one of this 
legislature’s hardy annuals.

Atlin’s Coalitionist, W. D. 
Smith started discussion of this 
Intriguing subject. He said 
people up his way are sick and 
tired of paying high freight 
bates for booze so full of water 
It freezes on the trail.

PRINCE RUPERT’S CCF’er, 
W. H. Brett said if the govern- 
ment wants more money to fin- 

! ! ance education and social serv­
ices let it take over the brewing 

!• and distilling industry.
Mr. Brett said “it is impossible 

to legislate people into giving 
' up drinking but we (the C.C.F.) 

do insist that no individuals or 
corporations should be allowed 

’ to pile up huge profits from ex- 
[ ploitation of human weakness— 
| all profits from the liquor in­

dustry should be in the hands of 
the government to be given back 
to the people.”

THE C.C.F. may insist on this, 
Mr. Brett, but this government 
Isn’t going into the brewing and 

g distilling business.
MR. SMITH handed out a few 

jji bouquets to Mines Minister Mac- 
È Donald. He said the mines de- 
1 partment is doing good work in 
9 Atlin. Like everybody else he 
|| asked the government to hurry 
y up health insurance. Mr. Smith 

did a good job for his constitu­
ents.

He told of their troubles — 
how Telegraph Creek is so iso­
lated no teacher will go there 
and parents who can’t afford to 
have to send their children out­
side to school.

He asked for a new highway to 
Alaska through the western por­
tion of B.C.—because—“in view 
of the present world situation— 
this road ... is of pressing 
need.”

MR. BRETT, being a good 
opportunist, said the Throne 
Speech was notable not for 
what was in it, but for what it 
had left out. There were a few 
vague references, he said, but 
nothing much else. He said B.C. 
has reached a sorry state of af­
fairs when it has to decide be­
tween schools and roads.

He could see a tug-of-war be­
tween the ministers of educa­
tion and public works.

Mr. Brett put forth the needs 
of Prince Rupert.

HE ASKED the government 
have its power commission take 
over Northern B.C. Power

■mu

Company in Prince Rupert 
the people “could be given the 
kind of service they are look­
ing for and at the same time |® 
have the satisfaction of know- 
ing the profits would be used W 
for the benefit of the people in- S| 
stead of going to shareholders 
in eastern Canada and the U.S.”

Mr. Brett said he could tell 
the government lots of places raj 
where it could get more money, tiS 
but admitted there isn’t much |lp 
use giving such advice as the!» 
government “just has not got^R 
the intestinal fortitude to go;i|| 
after it for fear of stepping oni|gL 
the toes of some of its friends '||F 
and interfering with that sacred JH 
idol of private enterprise.”

PEACE RIVER’S C.C.F. Mr.® 
.Corsbie—one of the best speak*® 
ers in the house, one of the si 
most convincing—made a con- Ip 
structive, well-thought out H 
speech.

He asked the government to B 
do something to develop poten- pH 
tial coal and oil resources in the 
Peace River area and build a 
railroad to get them out. This 
was a familiar story.

Mr. Corsbie intimated he is 
fed up with all the delay—and 
so are his constituents.

HE NEARLY caused Public 
Works Minister Carson to fall 
out of his chair when he prais- | 
ed the public works depart- j 
ment. Mr. Corsbie was very 1 
generous in his praise, too, giv­
ing credit where he thought j 
credit due.

He covered a lot of ground, § 
asked health insurance, oppos- 3 
ed further milk price increases. |

Coalitionist A. B. Ritchie i 
from Salmon Arm asked more | 
consideration for the small log*L 
ger and development of thou- pP* 
sands of acres between Salmon §& 
Arm and Ashcroft. He wanted pn 
health insurance, too, a reduc- E] 
tion in automobile insurance m 
rates.

HE TOO, would like to give|| 
the public works minister a§| 
word of comfort before the p 
others get around to giving him! 
a lot of hard knocks. But, just g 
in case Mr. Carson should be- 
come too complacent, Mjh @0 
Ritchie asked him to get a move glS 
on with some more Trans-Can-pr 
ada Highway work—in Salmon § 
Arm, of course.

So Tuesday was back-bench- p| 
ers day. We heard a lot about g 
the far flung reaches of the jj 
province. It wasn’t a lively day, 1 
but M.L.A.’s did what their | 
people elected them to do—§ 
come to Victoria and talk and i 
try and prod the government 8 
into, action. The premier listen-1 
ed, as if deeply interested, and| 
only too willing to learn what a 
the people far away are think- 8
ing-

—mm

.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1948 l, THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1948

'Kennedy's Popticle' Popular

ÏPPLERS LEARN 
SNOT ALL THAT'S

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA.—There’s a new 

kind of drink in the frozen 
north called “Kennedy’s Pop- 
sicle.”

W. D. Smith (Cen.-Atlin) 
told the legislature about it 
Tuesday.

The story runs this way.
B.C. liquor is so low in alco­
holic content these days that 
when trappers and prospec­
tors carry it on the trail in 
cold weather it freezes, breaks 
the bottle and is lost.

But one enterprising fel­
low, recounted Mr. Smith, 
when he found his bottle 
broken and its contents un­
thawed, removed all the 
broken glass and then licked 
his “Kennedy’s Popsicle” and 
enjoyed it •
, Mr. Smith thought that if 

the liquor control board won’t 
stop selling what he called 
“this sub-standard grade of 
liquor” it had better put some 
anti-freeze in the bottles sent 
to Atlin.

However, said Mr. Smith, 
the freezing of Watered liquor 
is one way to distil the con­
tents “as the water freezes 
leaving a core of real ‘stuff.”

NORTH
FROZEN

Rough And Tumble 
Enlivens Session

B.C. Witness 
iFees Doubles

Special to The News-Herald 
VICTORIA. — Witnesses fees I 

ere doubled to $3 a day under I 
amendments to the summary I 
convictions act introduced Ini 
the legislature Tuesday by At-1 

| tomey-General Gordon Wismer.I 
Also provided for is a 35 at 

I day expense account for inter-1 
preters when they are away I 

I from their ordinary place of I 
business, in addition to their | 

I regular (2.50 a day fee.

lies Tax

I to Tl» Newi-H.r-.ld
VICTORIA—Opposition to a| 

| sales tax was heard in the leg-1 
| islature Tuesday frbm J. H.l 
j Corsbie (C.C.F., Peace River).I 

Mr. Corsbie said such a taxi 
i la obnoxious—and one that us,-j 

Uy takes more out of the! 
man’s pocket than he can!

‘ do not believe a more un-1 
or unjust tax can be| 

Mr. Corsbie said. •

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA. — The session’s 
first rough and tumble came j 
Wednesday.

It wasn’t breath-taking, but 
it relieved the monotony of long ' 
speeches. Fort George’s C.C.F. 
Mr. Mclnnis stirred things up j 
by preaching socialism. Coali­
tionists don’t like socialism and 
they don’t like lectures on it.

Before he spoke, North Okan­
agan’s C. W. Morrow had the 
floor. He expressed some an­
noyance at the government.

HE HOPED the Throne Speech 
meant more than it said and 
was not merely a pious hope 
that something might be done.

This, indeed was brave talk 
from a government back bench- 

wSj er. Mr. Morrow, as a matter 
III of fact, at times was downright 

impatient with the government. 
He noted the premier said the 
municipaliies would get final 
aid.

Being a lawyèr, he interpret­
ed the word final as meaning 
latest—or at least he hoped the 
premier meant latest,” and that 
more and more aid to the muni­
cipalities would be forthcom­
ing. The premier didn’t look 
as if he meant anything of the 
sort.

MR. MORROW congratulated 
Public Works Minister Carson 
on one hand and with the other 
knocked him in $,he middle. He’d 
like some priority, he said on 
that stretch—awful, Mr. Mor­
row called it—between Vernon 
and Kamloops — 72 miles of 
grief, that’s what it is, cried Mr. 
Morrow.

However, at the end, Mr. 
Morrow sweetened, up. He got 
back into the government’s good 
graces by saying the Throne 
Speech after all shows the gov­
ernment has walked with the 
people, contained much for the 
mass—not the class.

REVELSTOKE’S Coalitionist, 
Mr. Johnston dealt with the 
problems of his riding. He ask­
ed B.C. Power Commission elec­
tricity up there, hospital insur­
ance, higher old age pensions, 
contributory ones, coupled with 
unemployment insurance, one 
payment to cover both.

M.L.A.’s are coming up with 
some good suggestion's this ses­
sion on tourist trade.

They realize the province may 
have been over-advertising in 
this regard. Mr. Johnston said, 
“The main requirement is good 
roads, with enough gasoline to 
travel on them, good camps or 
other suitable accommodation, 
with good meals at reasonable 
prices, coupled with couAeous 
service. Send your tourist

satisfied and thus a good ad-1 
vertiser.”

MR. McINNIS first dealt with I 
Fort ' George. He asked more | 
money for roads in his riding, 
thought cabinet ministers I 
shouldn’t whizz through Fort I 
George the way they do, but I 
stick around and learn some 
facts; he asked higher salaries I 
for teachers and development | 
of Mount Robson Park.

He insisted on digging up I 
the bones of Cariboo by-elec­
tion. He said Agriculture Min­
ister Putnam and Trade and 
Industry Minister Eyres stayed 
with their own knitting, but the 
other ministers were a little | 
more venturesome.

Attorney - General Wismer, 
said Mr. Mclnnis, may be a good I 
lawyer, but he doesn’t know | 
much about socialism.

Mr. Mclnnis and Lands Min­
ister Kenney had a brief spat I 
about what Mr. Kenney said 
in Cariboo. Mr. Mclnnis insisted j 
on exhuming old hatreds be­
tween Liberals and Conserva-1 
lives.

He said women are more in­
telligent than men—but Mrs. 
Hodges and Mrs. Rolston were I 
out having a talk over the tea 
cups and ro missed this pretty j 
compliment.

Columbia’s Tom King, who I 
jumps in when cabinet ministers | 
fear to, announced, his glasses | 
waving wildly, that complete f 
socialism means everyone in the | 
country works for the govern­
ment. ,

Mr. Mclnnis didn’t quite see 1 
it this way. Later Mr. King I 
said to Mr. Mclnnis “we told I 
you you were in the wrong | 
pew, brother.”

MR. McINNIS said the mess I 
cqming in B.C. is going to be the I 
worst ever. He praised the j 
Labor government in Britain. I 
Mrs. Rolston, who was there I 
last summer said things in Bri- [ 
tain are pretty black.

Mr. Mclnnis silenced her by I 
saying he had a good idea of the I 
class of people she met in Bri-1 
tain. '

He said Attlee Is doing better | 
than Churchill anyway.

THIS SHOCKED Tory Coali-1 
tionists. Then Mr. Mclnnis said I 
in any event a Tory British gov- I 
ernment helped to start the war j 
by building up Hitler. This | 
horrified Coalitionist imperial­
ists, but there are so few of I 
them left In the house they j 
couldn’t get a good argument | 
going on this one.

Mr. Mclnnis wound up by I 
saying that if Coalitionists would I 
read a primer on socialism he I 
would have less foolish inter-1 
ruptions.
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We Must Change Our Tourist Ways
L. F. Stevenson, M.L.A. for Van- 

couver-Point Grey, in a legislative 
H speech the other day, made well- 
I thought-out reference to B.C.’s tour­

ist industry—a reference to which 
all persons concerned should pay at­
tention. Indeed, they should see that 
what Mr. Stevenson advocated comes 
true—and as soon as possible.

Otherwise, this province is going 
to lose out in the competition to at- 

K tract tourist dollars. There are many 
other places on the Pacific Coast with 

attractions as great as this 
province’s—and they are closer to the 
centres of great population than we 
are. People are not going to come 
many miles unless they know condi­
tions are going to be good.

Mr. Stevenson said; “We must 
change our ways and make this great 
natural sports ground more attrac­
tive. We must continue with our road 
programs and extend our roads into

■ scenic

our provincial parks. We must stop 
arterial highways developing into 
main streets for towns and villages, 
we must improve the quality of our 
tourist cabins, hotels and restau­
rants—and, above all, we must make 
our visitors welcome and provide I 
them with the things they want and I 
are prepared to pay for. If we do not I 
make a real effort to get and hold I 
the tourist business it will be lost to 1 
us forever, as others are not idle.” I 

Everything Mr. Stevenson said in I 
this regard is true. He evidently I 
knows a lot of our tourist cabins are j 
not good and that, in most restaurants j 
there is room for improvement—in I 
cooking, cleanliness and service, j 
People to the south of us are experts j 
in catering to the tourist trade. Con- I 
sidering what we in B.C. offer in the j 
way qf amenities, outside the luxury I 
class, the wonder of it is that we get j 
as many American tourists as we do. I

jB.C. Timber Levy Urgedjp 

To Cover Reforestation
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA — Forest manage- 
| ment licenses serve to alienate 
“the public inheritance in per- 

I petuity,” H. J. Welch, Coalition,
I Comox, said Thursday in the 
I legislature, adding it is not right 
| that the minister of lands and 
I forests, by sole decision, should 
I be able to do this.

He asked, “is it right this 
| legislature grant by selection to 
J any one person or persons the 
I right to use of the growing lands 
| of British Columbia in perpet­
uity.

“I feel that it is not.
FURTHER, the act puts the 

I minister of lands and forests in 
J a most unenviable position. He 
I is forced to make decisions be- 
| yond the wisdom of a solomon.” | |

Mr. Welch said the persons 
I who harvest the original crop 
j should- be responsible. Financ- 
| tally and by logging method, for 
I restocking of the forests.”

Mr. Welch said that as a guar- 
B antee of reforestation on all 
I lands logged, all loggers should 
I pay into a reforestation fund 
I operated by the forest depart- 
I ment, a sum which would' cover 
| reforestation.

HE SAID such payment 
I should be on a per thousand 
I basis on the scale bills, collect- 
led exactly in the same way 
| scaling fees are collected now.

This fund, he said, should be 
I used exclusively for reforesta- 
I tion and never become part of 
I the general provincial revenue.
I “I imagine this sum would 
[amount to approximately 25 
I cents per 1,000 FBM-—ah in- 
[come of approximately $1,000,.
I 000,” he said.

BC Coast Guard! 
[Service Urged

VICTORIA — <CP) — Arthur H 
J. Turner, CCF — Vancouver | 
East) said Thursday in the leg­
islature there was an urgent I 
need for a coast guard service 1 
and asked the provincial gov-1 
eminent to make representation g 
to Ottawa in this respect 

He said the coastal steam- § 
ships with passenger accom- fc 
modations up to 300 were not jf 

I compelled to carry wireless op- 8 
H perators under federal shipping j 

laws. Inadequate communica- 9 
tion could prove disastrous inj 
times of emergency 

The Saskatchewan automo­
bile insurance plan was submit-1 
led by Mr. Turner as superior I 
to B.C.’s new plan.

He said B. C. insurance com- 8 
panics “were enjoying a harvest | 
of $4,000,000 new business and!| 
motorists, paying four times thel 
premium here, were not reedy-1 
ing the same protection as in|| 
Saskatchewan where the plan g” 
was under government auspices, n

I Routine Bill 1st 
]To Get House OK

VICTORIA — (CP) — Firstl 
I bill receive third reading in | 
1 the Legislature this session wash 
| an act to validate the 1947 elec-ri 
j tion of three commissioners for | 
I the village of Osoyoos, a routine# 
! measure to facilitate admihis- § 
I tration of that settlen

M.L.A. Assails 
Ottawa Laxity

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA—British Columbia 

has been far too polite with Ot­
tawa and should toughen up, H.
J. Welch, (Cln.-Comox) said 
Thursday in the Legislature.

“It strikes me that a contract 
is a contract on both sides,” Mr. 
Welch said.

“My understanding Is that as 
a reward for. the province va­
cating the income tax field the 
federal government would un­
dertake a very much greater 
amount of social assistance.

“We have fulfilled our part of 
the bargain and Ottawa has sat 
back behind the doubtful excuse 
that Ontario and Quebec have 
not yet entred into the agree­
ment and have refused to fulfill 
their part of the bargain.”

Mr. Welch, said the time has 
come for B.C. to tell Ottawa “in 
no uncertain terms to live up toB 
their commitments right away.” i

BBHHBi

jB.C. History 
'Ignored'

I VICTORIA—(CP) — The fact I 
I that early British Columbia his-1 
I tory is practically ignored in | 
the school curriculum of the fi 
province was deplored in the j 

I legislature Thursday by H. J.{ 
I Welch (Cln.-Comox).

Drawing attention to the lat- 
I est historical work of Bruce J 
McKelvie, recognized as one of 1 
British Columbia’s leading his- 8 
torians, Mr. Welch suggested g 

I that Mr. McKelvie should be re­
tained by the minister of edu- 
cation to write a history of the j 
province for study in the| 
schools.
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Woman MLA Scores 
'Unfair' Sales Tax

H. J. WELCH, the well-liked 
Comox Coalitionist (he says no 
Liberal or Conservative strings 
attached to him) is a lumber- 

he stayed mostly with

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

There were three more 
speeches Thursday, as the] 
Throne Speech debate dragged] 
its weary way on. No business; 
was done. The day was enliven-] 
ed a little by the desperate, j 
unsuccessful attempt of the op-1 
position leader to discuss gaso-i 
line prices.

Point Grey’s persuasive Tilly 
Rolston, as she always does, | 
made a good half-hour speech. | 
She observed changes in thej 
house in the last year—noted ( 
how the new premier isn’t quite' 
so lighthearted, as when he was] 
a private member. As for Mr. i 
Hart—why, Mr Hart, said Mrs. j 
Rolston, is going around with 
a song in his heart.

She told us something of heri 
travels in Europe last summer. | 
B.C. needs some more people, I 
she said, and urged some kind 
of immigration scheme. She 
pleaded for better care for old 
people and said it’s a disgrace 
B. C. has no medical School and 
has to sponge on other provin­
ces.

MRS. ROLSTON WAS most 
impressive when she sailed into 
the government and Said woe 
betide it if there’s any such 
thing as a sales tax. She warned 
the government—the women of 
B.C. won’t stand for it. The 
government should have more 
sense than even contemplate it. 
Doesn’t this government know 
what happens to governments 
that introduce such taxes? They 
commit political suicide, that’s 
what they do.

A sales tax, snorted Mrs. Rol­
ston—retrograde, unsound, un­
fair, a nuisance tax—a tax that 
means tokens to clog pockets 
and clutter up purses and make 
tourists mad. Go easy, stop, 
look, listen, Mrs. Rolston told 
the cabinet—or else have all 
the women Up in arms. Cabinet 
ministers

man, __
the forest act. He admitted he 
had changed his mind about the 
act in the last year. When some 
C.C.F.'ers started to say they 
knew he would, Mr. Welch hit 
back to say he believes, it is a 

. who cannot learn and, 
learned, change his

mmpoor man 
having 
mind.

Mr. Winch didn’t like the 8 
minister of lands and forests a 
being able to alienate in per-j 
petuity (shades of Mr. Pattullo j 
—his favorite word) the public 
inheritance of the people. Per­
petuity, Mr. Welch thought, is 
just too long a time. And be­
sides, such power is too much 
for any cabinet minister — he j 
would need to be a Solomon.

MR. WELCH MADE what ap­
peared to be a very good sug-| 

j gestion—that all logging people 
I pay into a reforestation fund, ! 
operated by the government. — 
the fund to be used exclusively 
for reforestation — and never, 
never, never to go into ge'neral 
revenue.

Mr. Welch was specific about 
this. He knows powers-thàt-be 
have hawk eyes and often 
snatch ear-marked funds for 
consolidated revenue.

Mr. Welch gave a good talk. 
There was criticism, and there 
were ideas, carefully worked 
out. People who know forestry ] 
said afterwards his plan should 

j be studied by government t ex­
perts. I

THE DAY STARTED off In 
interesting fashion, when oppo­
sition leader Winch tried to get 
a discussion going on the gaso- 

I line situation. The government 
I wanted no such discussion. The 
premier said so. He gave the 
hint and all but two of his sup­
porters took it. ,

Mr. Winch tried and tried 
again. Mr. Speaker Carson could] 

j find nothing in Standing Orders ] 
to permit Mr. Winch to talk if ! 
a majority of the house didn’t 

| think what he had to say was 
I urgent public business.
1 Mr. Winch was eventually 
I downed, but he called two 
| standing divisions and had the 
j satisfaction of seeing two Coali- 

Bennett and Dr.

poker faced, 
though once the minister of fin­
ance muttered something to the 
premier, as much as to say,

irhaps Tilly's right.
VANCOUVER EAST’S C.CF. 

Arthur Turner dealt largely
with the controversial labor act. 
He seemed pleased because the 
act hadn’t worked well the last 
year. Mr. Turner wasn’t sur­
prised, recalled cruelly the C. 
C.F. and Mr. Pearson said a 
year ago it wouldn’t work. Mr. 
Turner sighed

tionists,
Gillis join the C.C.F. and Mr. 
Uphill in trying to bripg the 
gasolitie affair on to the floor of 
the house. Mr. Winch no doubt 
will try again.

_ he supposed
“this Tory government is de-r 
termined to retain the super­
vised strike vote — because the 
minister of finance said so.”

Turner,Nothing, 
could be worse than a tory gov­
ernment of blind legislators who 
refused to be guided by the one 
member of the cabinet who 
knows something about labor— 
Mr. Pearson.

“The way to industrial har­
mony,” advised Mr. Turner, “is 
to encourage cooperation and 
responsibility. I am sure that if 
the government would remove 
that insult supei

:

jftÿ-irjii
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B.C. Sales
Tax Slated For All

$12 Million Goal 
Of Disputed Toll Only Good Risks

Get Pink SlipsSpecial to The News-Heraldw me iicna'nauu
VICTORIA—Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb, in 

%is budget address next Wednesday, will announce a sales
tax on all goods but food.

This became clear at the legislative buildings Friday. 
The matter has been thoroughly debated in government 
caucus and while most M.L.A.’s don’t like the idea they will 
support the tax because the government says it is the only 
way of continuing B.C.’s present standard of education agd 
social service. "1 ON THE OTHER hand, A. R.1

The tax will be three cents on | MacDougall, Coalition, Point 
the dollar, one cent for the Grey, favored the sales tax, said 
municipalities and two cents for | once people, get used to it they 
the provincial treasury. It will are strongly in favor of it be- 
yiêld between $12 million and j cause it is a pay-as-you-go tax, 
$14 million a year. Friday, J. H. Cates, Coalition,

ONLY A REVOLT among North Vancouver, gave a hint a 
back benchers could now stave I sales tax is coming, 
off the sales tax. He said he feels “the people

Many of the members are ner- of this province should realize 
vous and unhappy when they that in asking for social serv- 
contemplate going home and ices they must be prepared to 
trying to explain the tax to their pay for them in increased

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA — Only “good 

risks” are being accepted by in­
surance companies for car in­
surance, Sam Guthrie (C.C.F.- 
Cowichan Newcastle) told the 
legislature Friday.

He said two old-age pension­
ers were refused policies by 
three agents in Duncan.

“Coverage which costs $52 
here costs only $16 in Saskat­
chewan and it is time this gov­
ernment considered putting its 
own car insurance scheme in ef­
fect,” he said.

‘W®a

ed the sales tax. She said she 
would warn the government if 
it is imposed the women of the 
province will be up in arms and 
the-government will commit po­
litical suicide.

When she said she is 100 per 
cent opposed to a sales tax, Dr. 
J. J. Gillisr Coalition, Yale,

"You're not
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share of income from their own for­
ests. Total provincial revenues from 
the forest industry in the 1946-47 
fiscal year were $4,831,849: of this 
the province spent approximately 
half on its forests and forestry de­
partment. Against this, the three 
largest lumber companies alone 
cleared more than $12 millions, after 
paying federal taxes. The Dominion 
government, incidentally, takes ap­
proximately as much revenue from 
B.C. forests in taxes as the lumber 
companies take in profits.

Forest Minister E. T, Kenney stated 
Friday in the legislature that the 
province is going to collect more 
money from the timber industry and 
spend more money in developing and 
protecting the forests. Timber royal­
ties will be increased, and the govern­
ment's statutory contribution to the 
forest protection fund will be nearly 
trebled.

There can be no argument as to the 
wisdom of conserving and perpetuat­
ing our forests. Our forests, the back­
bone of our entire economic life in this 
province, must not be dissipated in a 
generation or two. A definite, effec­
tive reforestation plan is a “must.”

I K. J. Welch, Comox M.L.A., ex- 
I tressed the thought in the minds of 
g nany British Columbia people when 
I ic called in the Legislature for

I» ;reater care in preserving this prov- 
nce’s forest heritage.

Mr. Welch, himself a lumberman, 
» proposed a “reforestation fund" into 
j vhich all loggers would pay on the 
I tasis of their operations. Such a 
I tayment would be made on the basis 
» >f so much per 1000 board feet on 
I heir scale bills, collected exactly in 
I he same way scaling fees are now 

collected. If it were just 25 cents 
ter 1000 feet, it should produce an 
mnual fund of approximately $1 mil­
lions, Mr. Welch estimated.

The fund wouid be collected by the 
orovincial forestry department, de­
voted exclusively to reforestation, 
<nd should be earmarked so that it 
could never become part of the prov­
ince’s general revenues.

Two other members of the Legis­
lature, Leigh Stevenson and Harold 
Winch, have already drawn attention 
to the big profits being made from 
the province’s forests and have raised 
the question whether the citizens 
should not be entitled to a greater

Narcotic 'Cure
VICTORIA — (CP) — E. E.

, Winch (CCF—Burnaby) in the 
legislature Monday accused the 

! British Columbia government of , 
“continued failure” to recognize 

I i|p responsibility in stamping out, 
traffic in narcotics.

Mr. Winch calléd for immedi-l 
ate action to establish a hospital j 
for treatment of drug addicts j 
with a view to their rehabilita-1 
tion. He also suggested legalized; 
medical clinics for treatment of 
certified chronic addicts.

Since the last session, Mr. 
Winch said he sent question-

That Give-Yotir-Wife-A-Holidoy Idea
W. J. Johnston, Coalition member 

of the Legislature for Revelstoke. 
said in the House that people who 
want lots of holidays with pay never 
take $100 and say to their wives, 
“Now, look, dear—you’ve been work­
ing hard all year; herefc some money 
you go and have yourself a nice holi­
day somewhere."

This would, on the surface, appear 
to be a very nice gesture to the hard­
working housewives and mothers, 
who must get sick and tired of pots 
and pans and lively youngsters. But. 
surely Mr. Johnston knows that if 
the average husband said any such 
thing to his average wife she would

promptly become suspicious. In 
effect, she would say, “Now. look 
here, why do you want to get fid 
of me? Why do you want to drive 
me out of my very own house for a 
few weeks? What bave you got in 
mind, anyway?”

In theory, the “give your wife a 
holiday" idea sounds splendid, but in 
practice it just would never work out 
—unless, of course, the wife sug­
gested it.

Mr. Johnston was trying to point 
out that if husbands don't give their 
wives vacations with pay employers 
shouldn't be expected to give more

Saanich Gets 
House "Voice7

victoria —(CP).. w . Saanich, 
for the first time in a decade, 
today will have a voice in the 
Legislature, when Arthur J. R.

holidays with pay to the husbands.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1948
ies For Illegal

White Cane Use
VICTORIA—(CP) — lise of 

white canes by other than blind 
persons soon will become illegal, 
In British Columbia.

Provincial secretary George

Without a Coast Guard
W. H. Brett,'C.C.F. member ot the 

legislature for Prince Rupert, did a 
service in a House speech when he 
pointed out need for some kind of 
coast guard service on this coast. The 
need has been stressed before, but 
authorities consistently ignore it. If 
they are hounded often enough per­
haps sooner or later something will 
be done. This province cannot have 
a really worth-while maritime indus­
try Aintil the men and women who 
engage in it know they are as safe as 
possible.

Mr. Brett said to the legislature:
“We have had several serious acci­
dents recently, where the services of a 
coast guard would have been very
valuable indeed to the fishermen and ___
seamen on this coast. It is a sad com- the House

mentary indeed to hear a minister of 
thé fedaral cabinet say the cost of 
such a service would be out of propor­
tion to the need—and to realize that 
value of human lives is computed in 
dollars and cents.”

The Rupert member knows where­
of he speaks, for his town is the home 
port of many men who earn their liv­
ing on salt waters that are often 
treacherous. Mr. Brett suggested a 
coast guard could be worked out in 
conjunction with the navy.

We have a real sailorman In charge 
of the navy on this coast. We feel 
sure he could’plan a program which

Pearson Monday introduced yi 
the legislature a bill to restrict 
to the blind use of white cangl 
in any pubic thoroughfare, pub­
lic conveyance, public place, 
place to which the public h 
access, and to provide for fin
not exceedinig $2$ for wrongf 
use of white canes.

-1 ■
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Farmers' Institute 
Seeks Govt. Actionrcotic ’Cure1

cm Trans-Canada route.
Better roads in the Shuwap- 

Okanagan district.
Completion of the Fort St. 

John cut-off commencing at 
Sunset Prairie and running 
north to a point on the Alaska 
Highway known as Ten Mile 
comer.

VICTORIA____ ,__ -Fifteen.
resolutions were carried by the 
advisory board of Farmers' In­
stitutes in the legislative build­
ings Tuesday to be passed on to 
the legislature’s a g r i culture j 
committee. Four affected the j 
Attorney-General’s department, j 
four aftected the Land and I 
Forests department, and seven | 
the Public Works department. |

Resolutions affecting the At-1 
torney - General’s department 1 
sought: Research to find the I 
most practical method to in-1 
crease the sporting fish pbpula-1 
tion of the 1,000,000 acres of 1 
lakes in the Nechaco district.

More migrator^ bird sanctu-1 
aries established on lakes adja- 1 
cent to main highways in the I 
Shuwap-Okanagan district.

EVERY EFFORT be made by I 
the B.C. Game Commission to 1 
keep down predatory animals, j

R e s o 1 utions affecting the 1
Lands and Forests departments! 
sought:

A forest conservation pro­
gram for the Peace River dis- 1 
trict.

Assumption of greater re- I 
sponsibility by the department I 
in regulating and controlling all 
matters pertaining to grazing 
and range improvement in the j 
East Kootenay district.

A SURVEY OF ALL water 
sheds in the Okanagan Valley, 
and adjacent areas; /allotting 
water supplies and equalizing j 
rates, also ditching and flood I 
control.

Resolutions affecting the de- I 
partment of Public Works | 
sought:

A traffic bridge across the » 
North Thompson River in the | 
immediate vicinity of Little £ 
Fort.

A bridge across the Kiska- a 
tinaw River between Sunset | 
Prairie and Sunrise Valley.

COMPLETION OF the unfin- I 
ished portion of the Jasper- 
Prince George link of the north- I

JTOR1A — (CP) — E. E. 
ti (CCF—Burnaby) in the] 
ature Monday accused the 
ih Columbia government of 
inued failure” to recognize 
sponsibility in stamping out 
c in narcotics.
. Winch called for immedi- 
ction to establish a hospital 
xeatment of drug addicts 
a view to their réhabilita-j 
He also suggested legalized I 
cal clinics for treatment of 
lied chronic addicts, 
ice the last session, Mr. 
h said he sent question- 
* to 900 doctors. The Bur- 

member said 352 favored 
gation with 21 opposed and 
approved the clinical treat- 
with 70 against. 

ft contend that the problem 
isically medical and educa- 
il, and not mainly one of 
e for which the only treat-' 
t is punishment, proved over 
over again to be ineffec- 

” the C.C.F. member said, 
'lace the treatment in the 
Is where it belongs—wity

■■■■■■

Wismer Raps 
Ont,, Que. For 
Tax Attitude

VICTORIA- Attorney 
General Gordon S. Wismer in 
a 90-minute address wound up 
the throne speech debate in the 
legislature Tuesday. The budget 
will be brought down today.

Mr. Wismer said several mem­
bers on his side of the house 
had hammered away at the Mac­
kenzie King government for not 
implementing social security 
proposals in the “greenbook.”

“In the Dominion-Provincial 
taxation negotiations, neither 
Premier Duplessis of Quebec, 
nor Premier Drew of Ontario 
gave any indication they were 
willing to reach a compromise to 
determine the best way to settle 
the question of taxation for all 
provinces.” he said.

THEY WERE PLAYING pol- 
| itics. Had they agreed, as did 
the seven other provinces, the 
way would have been opened 
for implementation of a social 
security policy that would have 
solved many financial problems 
throughout the Dominion.

“Also, both provinces would 
be receiving more revenue than 
they now do under dual taxation.

“I don’t believe Ontario and 
Quebec have any intention of 
signing a Dominion-Provincial 
taxation agreement. They don’t 
like the Mackenzie King gov­
ernment and want to see it de­
feated.’’

Use Sales Tax 
For Education'i^pected, honored, and enforced B 

■o long as it is the law.
“IN NONE OF the illegal | 

■trikes called since the act was 
emended last year, has the 
püpervised strike vote been an 1 
Issue,’’ he declared,

)RIA — (CP) — If the
____ Columbia government

Hi decides to bring in a sales tax
fifSa Ai—2— ....Um 5 4- ctV.zm.1zI Via aQl*.this session, it should be çar-1 

marked for education and social j 
service costs, Don. C. BroWn, I 
(Cln.-Vancouvèr-Burrard) urged j 
during the throne speech debate 
in the legislature Monday.

Only alternative, he said, was 
a tax on unearned increment 
which would go a long way in 
balancing the budget and do 
even a better job for people in 
receipt of social assistance.

“With the federal government | 
budget surpluses running into 

j the hundreds of millions of dol­
lars, social service costs largely 
should b# borne by Ottawa,” be 
said. “It is their responsibility 
and they must give British Co­
lumbia a better deal , in this re­
spect.

Turning to health insurance, 
Mr. Brown said that if Ottawa 
did not do something about it 
this session, British Columbia 
should bring in some sort of a 
contributory plan.

‘Yet the 
Opposition has insisted that t]ie 
Supervised strike vote is un­
democratic and unworkable.

“We have had far too many 
■voidable strikes in this prov­
ince during the past year and 
have tolerated too many illegal 
ones.”

Declaring he was not defend­
ing industrial exploiters who 
Were just as bad as labor rack­
eteers and agitators, Mr. Brown 
■aid many of the recent strikes 
could be traced to Communist 
Influence; many were promoted 
by the Kremlin clique in Mos­
cow through ptalin’s agents op­
erating on this coast.

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE, 
Jtowever, he said was becoming 
less as labor unions of repute 
were expelling known “Reds 
and fellow-travelers from their

nedical and educational pro* 
one.

lanich Gets 
ouse ,Voice/
VICTORIA -(CP)— Saanich, 
the first time in a decade, 

ay will have a voice in the 
iislature, when Arthur J. R. 
l, elected in the by-election 
month, will take his seat. 

Valter Hogg, elected in the 
•iboo to succeed the late 
jis LeBourdais also will be 
ted.
lince 1937 Saanich has ha4 
voice in debates in the Legife, 
are, its members, Honorable 
rman W. Whittaker, being 
taker.

nes For Illegal j 
hite Cane Use i
ICTORIA—(CP) — tise of] 
te canes by other than blind 
sons soon will become illsgah 
British Columbia.
■rovincial secretary George 
irson Monday introduced In 
legislature a bill to restrict 

the blind use of white cane* 
sny pubic thoroughfare, pu|p-

Speaking Of Sales Taxes
is assessed on the prices of goods as 
distributed to the tradé and thus be­
comes part of the price of the goods. 
As such, middlemen and retailers 
legitimately include it in making their 
percentage mark-up on their cost 
price. Thus the original federal tax 
may be swelled to as much as 15 per 
cent by the'time it is passed on to the 
consumer.

Because of it being hidden it is an 
insidious and unduly costly tax to the 
consumer. Yet because this federal 
tax of 8 per cent which runs up to 15 
per cent by the time it reaches the 
consumer is hidden, we shall continue 
to hear few or no complaints about 
it. But there will probably be shout­
ing to high heaven in many quarters 
if Mr. Anscomb today introduces a 
mere 3 per cent sales tax which is 
payable directly by the buyer but ts 
proof against any trade mark-up 
hoists.

Today, budget day, Finance Min­
ister Anscomb may announce a sales 
tax for British Columbia.

It may be a 3 per cent sales tax. 
It will provoke much discussion. It 
will undoubtedly seem quite a lot, as 
we will be always aware that we are 
paying it. It will be in contrast to 
the federal sales tax of 8 per cent 
which everybody pays but of which 
few people know. This is because the 
federal tax is hidden. It is paid by 
the trade and then added into the 
price of goods charged to consumers. 
By the hidden method, the federal 
government is enabled to indulge in 
noiseless, if not painless extraction.

In 1945, before inflation really got 
under way, the federal sales tax was 
bringing Ottawa nearly $400 million 
annually. Today it is bringing in 
much more—possibly upwards of $800 
million. However, this federal sales 
tax is taking more than that sum out 
of the pockets of consumers. For it

conveyance, public place, 
ce to which the public I 
ess, and to provide for fii 
: exceedinig $25 for wrong 
I of white canes.
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'Anscomb An nou nces 
ISales Tax Today'

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1948

Buck, Morgan Listen 
As Wismer Blasts LPP

VICTORIA—Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb is ex- ®
I pected to tell British Columbia citizens today that in future, ® 
j they will have to pay a sales tax of three cents on the dollar 
; on all commodities except food
^(Likelihood of the tax was 

I first forecast by the Vancou- 
I ver News-Heraid in a page one 
j story Feb. 28.)

The announcement is expect- 
! ed to be made when Mr. Ans- 
j comb brings down a record 
I budget of $75,000,000 as against 
| last session’s $58,000,000 figure.

THE RECORD amount may 
| be met partially through imposi- 
jtion of the sales tax which 
| should net provincial finances 

between $13,000,000 and $14,- 
1000,000 annually.

When such a tax comes into 
j force one-third of the total will 
j be given municipalities to ease 
I the burden of school costs.

The remainder will go to 
j meet RC.’s soaring social ser- 
I vice expenses.

WHEN THE MATTER of a 
| sales tax first arose, Vancouver 
I city council members stated 
j they had no objection to the 
| new levy provided it was ear- 
] marked for two things:

• Entirely "for education and 
j hospitalization as municipalities 
I have asked.

• Give each municipality an
l equal per capita share. »

The stand was similar to that 
| expressed by the Union of Brit- 
1 ish Columbia municipalities 
! when the matter was discussed 
|j at their 1947 meeting at Harri- 
|son Hot Springs.

IMPLEMENTATION of the 
jnew tax will probably cause 
| lively discussion from both 
8 sides of the house, especially 
I from back benchers.

Many of the members were 
| nervous and unhappy contemn 
B plating the job of explaining the 
| tax to their constituents. How- 
I ever, they have been persuaded 
\ it will be easier to explain this 
| than a lopping of a $10 a month 
I cost-of-living bonus from old 
h age pensioners, which could 
['happen if the tax were not put 
iinto force.

Premier Johnson did the 
l spade work for Mr. Anscomb, 
announcing nearly two weeks 
ago that the province must find 
additional revenue if it is toj 

| carry on,

VICTORIA. — (CP) — With 
Tim Buck, national leader of 
the Labor Progressive Party, 
and Nigel Morgan, B.C. leader, 
both in the gallery, Attorney- 
General Gordon S. Wismer 
Tuesday in the legislature made 
a slashing atack on the L.P.P. 
tor sendihg a message of con­
gratulation to the new Czecho- 

g Slovakia regime.
“This message of congratula-

Sask. Car Insurance 
Act 'Not For B.C/

Wismer Says $10-A-Year Govt.
Plan Could No Pay Claims

VICTORIA — (CP) — Relative merits of the Saskatch- 
I ewan and British Columbia automobile insurance acts were 
discussed in the legislature Tuesday by Attorney-General 

I Gordon S. Wismer.
While 25,000 persons depend on insurance business in 

British Columbia for their livelihood, the Saskatchewan act 
is administered by 110 civil servants, said Mr. Wismer 

j. The Saskatchewan plan was 
i merely a compensation measure 

and did not protect the driver (| 
from claims and damages. That 
act would not meet the needs of 
British Columbia, he said.

The Manitoba law, after 
which B.C.’s act was patterned, 
has resulted in few accidents 
and deaths, while in this prov-1 
ince, last year both accidents" 
and deaths increased. The new 
B.C. law is expected also to u 
show fewer accidents and fatali- ;|

I ties.
INSURANCE COMPANIES

tion was sent when the Czech 1 
democratic government was Jj 
sprawling in the dust and the! 
Communist minority had risen j 
triumphant by methods of ter­
ror and political manipulation j 
so well known to them.

‘That message was an exhibi- § 
tion of effrohtery by both Labor I 
Progressive Party leaders. Wei 
have had the spectacle of Russia 1 
adopting the same pattern as g 
did the Nazis which led up to j 
the last war.

“This is no time for political I 
leaders to be blasting at long! 
range at the Mackenzie King I 
Government or any other na-| 
tional government. It is a time I 
when Canadians inside and out! 
of politics must close their 1 
ranks, and throw out the ‘trojan § 
horse’.”

mm
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GAMES PROGRAM GIVES 
NEW MORALE TO ASYLUM;

! haven’t made any profits in |
| B.C. for years, Mr. Wismer said. 
Rates were lower than pre-war I 

j and a check will be made by 
1 the insurance department from | 

time to time to see if the rates ]
I can be lowered.

In 1947, with 52 per cent of||
I owners insured, the companies !| 

paid out in claims in B.C. J 
total of $3,192,000, while Sas-1 
katchewan in 21 months ending | 

I December 31, paid out $632,220.]
If B.C. embarked on a gov- 

I ernment - sponsored scheme, I 
! even at $10 a year, and with I 

190,000 drivers insured, the to-1 
l tal collected would be only $1-1 
1 190,000. Such a scheme, with! 
j losses of $3,192,000 paid by pri-1 
j vate companies last year, could g 
not work out.

VICTORIA — (CP) — The 
story of how one man and 
one woman, with little equip­
ment, have raised the morale 
of 3,000 patients in the pro­
vincial mental hospital at Es- 
sondale sky-high, was told 
here Wednesday to the legis­
lative social welfare and edu­
cation committee.

The story was told by W. R. 
Brown,* director of recreation­
al therapy, who is responsible 
for amazing improvement in 
the morale of the patients and 
is satisfied his program will 
cure some patients who other­
wise would never have left 
the institution.

LIQUOR SCHOOL 
SET TO TRAIN 

['HIGH' TEACHERSl
VICTORIA — (CP) — A’ 

course in alcohol education 
designed to provide at least 
one teacher in. every second­
ary school of British Cloumbia 
with an understanding of the 
nature, problems and subject 
matter of alcohol ' education, 
will be given at the Summer 
School of Education to be held I 
in Victoria July 5 to Aug. 6.

Described by the Depart-, ‘ 
ment of Education as a work- | 
shop, which will be of tw 
and one-half weeks' duratio 
the course is a prelii 

ng B.C.’s 
iram

Some of the patients are 
happy for the firstj time in 
their lives, he said, and don’t 
want to leave the hospital.

Mr. Brown’s program has 
covered a wide variety of 
games both indoor and out­
door, active and inactive. 
They are designed to keep the 
patients engaged in their play, 
so that they will forget hal­
lucinations and “voices.”

“I don’t think there is any 
normal community anywhere 
that has the diversified activ­
ity we do,” he said, noting 
that he had as many as 1,100 
participating.

Firefighters Lobby 
MLAs For'Tax'

|To Boost Pension
VICTORIA. — (CP) — A 12- 

I man delegation ot the B.C. Pro­
vincial Association of Pire 
Fighters Wednesday began lob- 

I bying among members of the 
I provincial legislature seeking 
I support for a two percent tax on 
I fire insurance premiums to go 
I to help boost their pension 
I funds.

The lobby is composed of 10 
I members from Vancouver and 
I two from Victoria, headed by 
I James Luse, "Victoria, president 
I of the association, and M. O. 
| Howell, Vancouver, secretary- 

urer.
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Sales Tax 
[Share $1,500,000

Vancouver should get about $1,500,000 as its share of the 
new sales tax, it is estimated at city hall. Acting Mayor G. C. 
Miller, Finance Chairman, says that with this, plus the business 
tax revenue and the higher assessment, he knows it will not 
be necessary to increase the mill rate this year.

Aldermen learned of the sales tax allotment regretfully, 
but realize they can do nothing about it. Union of B.C. Munici­
palities had proposed the tax as a concession to the government 
to ease the burden of education. City delegates to the Union 
convention opposed it at first, fearful lest after it is imposed, ' 
the original purpose will be forgotten by the government and 
that its revenue will be devoted to general purposes.

NEW TAX MEETS 
SOARING COSTS ' •

VICTORIA—(CP)—Pennies will count when B.C.’s new L 
retail sales tax comes into force."........... .............. ~--------------- mm&tâèÆin Bringing down a recora 

I budget Wednesday in the legis- 
I lature, Finance Minister Ans- 
! comb announced, as forecast, a 

retail sales tax act, providing 
for a three-per-cent levy on all 

I retail sales but foodstuffs. He 
I estimates it would bring annual 
I revenue of $12,000,000.

DETAILS WILL NOT be dis- 
I closed until a bill is introduced 
| in the legislature, but it was 
j understood that tokens will not 
I be used in the collection of the 
I new levy.

Mr. Anscomb budgeted for a 
j record revenue of $77,616,309 
jfor the 1948-49 fiscal year, with 
I expenditures of $77,449,869, 
j leaving a surplus of $160,440.

British Columbia will be the 
I third province to have a sales 
tax, this form o* taxation now 
being in operation in Saskatche- 

j wan and Quebec.
Nothing under 15 cents will 

I be taxed, but it was reported 
restaurant meals, liquor and 
cigarettes will come under the 

| new impost.
THE ADDITIONAL revenue 

will be «used for sociaf security, 
social services, health and wel- 

I fare, while $4,000,000 or -1 

I third, will go to the municipal! 
ties.

Winch Wants Taxi 
1'Take' Set Aside

"VICTORIA—(CP).— Major is-l 
| sue of this year’s session of the! 

ovlncial legislature—the three I 
ircent sales tax—may be decld l 
1 on the floor of the legislature! 
day—before the sales tax bill I 

I ever comes into the House, 
f It Is expected that opposition I 

Leader Harold Winch, who will! 
(•tart the budget debate, will I 
I move an amendment to delete I 
(the estimated $12,000,000 salesl 
| tax revenue from the budget. I 

If It is carried, the motion! 
| would defeat the government, f 
1 Such an eventuality, however, I 
I Is so unlikely as to be ruled out I 
| before the motion Is made; but I 
| the division Mr. Winch undoubt-1 
| edly will caU for Is expected îo I 
1 see several coalition members | 
1 oting with the opposition.

New School Tax 
Deal Supported 
|By Govt. MLA

VICTORIA—(CP).—The Leg- 
I Islature’s agriculture commit-1 
tee was told Wednesday that the| 
provincial government will prob-|

I ably have to "start afresh” on|
I school tax measures.
I The statement was made byl 
I Commander C. T. Beard, Coali-g 

tion, Esquimalt, to the commit-l 
I tee, of which he is secretary,!

after it had heard protests from!
I the advisory board of farmers’!
I institutes against the burden oil 

school costs in rural areas.
“THE CAMERON REPORT! 

sounded very fine, and the gov-a 
emment, in its lack of know-1 
ledge, implemented it," said! 
Cmdr. Beard. “Now it has got! 
out of control. You are just re-1 
peating what we as members I 

I are all trying to tell the cabi-|
I net.”

The delegation said farmers!
I and ranches couldn’t support I 
the burden of the school taxes, I 
multiplied several times, in some I 
areas, without an additional be-1 
neft in school service.

The burden must not be taken I 
I off unorganized areas and placed I 

on organized districts warned I 
I James Woodbum, Okanagan de-1 

legate. George Brandon, Skeena, B 
I said there was a “kick all | 

throughout the province” on the g 
school tax problem.

It was the second budget I $332,109,651 or $17,061,777more 
speech for the 56-year-old min- J ^an the year previous. Provin- 

| ister and in presenting an ap- « c*aI liabilities totalled $257,-
praisal of B.C.’s economic con­
ditions, he warned that British 

I Columbia must face up to, and 
1 deal adequately with, current 
j problems.

He said while some measure 
| of increased revenue was avail­

able through higher timber 
royalty charges and from great- 

I er liquor profits, gasoline tax 
and motor vehicle license fees,

I the possible revenue was inade- 
I quate to meet soaring social ser- 
j vice and education costs.

The sales tax was the only 
| source of revenue capable of 
yielding sufficient funds still 

1 open to the province by consti­
tutional right and by terms of 
the existing Dominion-provin- 

I cial tax agreement.
“IT IS MY INTENTION to 

I recommend to the house that 
liberal exemptions be granted 
from the sales tax for food for 
human consumption,” he said. 
“While this will seriously im­
pair our revenue from the tax, 
it meets, in a large measure, § 
the objection that the lower in- ji 

1 come group bears a dispropor-1 
j tionate share of the burden.”

Reason for disposition of the 
j tax is the requirement by a cer- j 

tain part of the population for | 
social security and social ser­
vices.

THE 1948-49 ESTIMATES 
j provide $10,987,915 for public j 
l debt# charges, an increase of j 
5 $364,689; $790,070 for agricul- 

| lure, an increase of $95,770; I 
|] education $12,981,537, an in­
crease of $1,731,960; finance 

| $7,797,890, an increase of $4,- 
| 134,236; health and welfare 

$13,679,691, an increase of $2,- 
611,226; lands and forests $5,- 
425,565, an increase of $1,239,- 
499; provincial secretary $7,- 

1880,892, an increase of $727,- 
578; public works $11,945,392,

| an increase of $1,104,007, and 
j trade and industry $591,380, an 
I Increase of $52,395. Salary 
| changes, not included in supple- 
I men taries, total $600,000.

Total expenditures on capital 
I account for roads, highways and 
j bridges will include $5,000,000 
I from surplus revenues and 
] from borrowings under the loan 
I acts of $4,900,000.

ADDITIONAL BULDINGS 
| for University, of B.C. will cost 
1 $1,750,000 and the works de- ' 
I pa riment will spend $1;300,000|
I for provincial buildings.
| Forest roads under the forest1 
I management scheme will call 
I for a loan act of $2,500,000, re- 
! payable by the forest industry 
I over a number of years and the 
I British Columbia Power Com-i 
I mission expects to spend $11 
I million during the coming year 
I on power development and 
| acquisition of existing plants for j 
I which ample borrowing author-" 
i ity already is available.

Expenditure for provincial 
dial account will aggregate 

00,000 of which $5,000,006 
be derived from revenue 

plus and $23,600,000 from
[ borrowing. ...1........

, ASSETS OF the prov-

059,092, or $9,889,297 more ’ 
than that on the corresponding i 
date the year before. Excess ;j 
assets over liabilities rose fre|pa •: 
$67,878,078 on March 31, 1946, i 
to $75,050,558 on March 31 last *

Gross debt of the province at l 
Dec. 31 last was $165,702,659 1 
with net debt of $122,406,186.

Mr. Anscomb in his economic j[ 
review said that in a period of | 
inflation, self-imposed restraint | 
should be the watchword.

B.C. To Seek 
Another Meet 
With Ottawa

VICTORIA —(CP) — British | 
Columbia will seek another Do­
minion-provincial conference as| 
soon as the legislature adjourns. I

In his budget speech, Finance I 
Minister Anscomb said he and 2 
Premier Byron Johnson were I 
prepared to take a “definite | 
stand” for another conference.

“It will be pressed until we | 
do receive what is our just and I 
right return for the revenues I 
we have handed the federal gov- g 
eminent.”

Seven of nine provinces had 1 
signed the agreement, but Ot-1 
tawa’s promise to call another I 
conference “remains to be im- | 
plemented.’’

B.C. claims that until the soc-1 
lal security proposals made at 1 
the original conference are ! 
brought into effect, it will not I 
consider the taxation agreement!

TrTnwrT?i« TBM
■H Kras

Insurance 
'Boosts' Hit

VICTORIA — (CP) — The | 
Advisory board of Farmers’ In­
stitutes told the legislative agri- j 
culture committee Wednesday j 
that automobile insurance costs j 
had risen as much as $6 since 3 
the government's highway safe- j 

: ty responsibility plan was pass-1 
j ed by the provincial legislature g 
I last year.

“We have no protection! 
I against insurance agents and \ 

consider the charges excessive,” 
the board said in a resolution \ 
submitted to the committee. | 
“We suggest the government j 
carry this insurance and charge | 
for it when licenses are issued.”

A. H. Peppar, loco, reported 
insurance companies used to 
give lower rates in rural areas 
because the hazard was less. 
This year, he said, the rates had 
been raised about $5.

The board called on the cq 
•mittee to use its resources to I 
some changes made this year!
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Sales Tax Comes To B.C Doy In T1
at the expense of good roads, safe 
bridges and general development. If 
all services are to expand, as the peo­
ple demand, revenues must expand. 
That is why we now have the sales 
tax.

There are other increases for the 
year ahead. Cost of general govern­
ment services will rise from a little 
over 17 millions to nearly $17.5 mil­
lions, an increase of $10.5 millions. 
Aid to municipalities alone will rise 
from $8.8 millions to $15.7 millions. 
These staggering extra costs can only 
be paid from the proceeds of extra 
taxation.

The new tax may not be popular 
at the start. Taxes never are popular. 
There is this to be said about the 
sales tax: everybody will pay accord­
ing to his spending power. The cost 
of collection will be negligible. A 
high percentage of the tax dollars re­
ceived will be paid into a special fund 
earmarked for social service and edu­
cation.

There will be a display of opposi­
tion to the tax in the legislature. But 
this will be chiefly for political and 
election reasons on the part of in­
sincere politicians. The opposition, 
however, would never repeal the tax 
if it gained political power, because 
it would not be able to repeal the tax 
without reducing the social services. 
The reduction of the social services 
would be more unpopular than the 
tax.

Key statement in Finance Minister 
\nscomb’s budget speech in the Brit- 

E! sh Columbia Legislature comes in his 
It ntroduction of the 3 per cent sales 
B ax

"It is well to remember.” said Mr. 
la Anscomb, "that the reason for the im-

Ixjsition of this tax is the requirement 
>y a certain part of our population for 
.ocial security and social services, 
n fhis tax will act as a contributory 

Sfievice to afford this section of our 
II copulation continued benefits from 
m cur highly developed social service 
gj crogram. I think it cannot be em- 
r chasized too strongly that such an ex­
il ensive program as that proposed can- 
61 cot be instituted without funds to 
g neet its ever-increasing costs.”

VICTOR 
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That sums up the tax issue and ex- 
clains the financial plight In which 
he provincial government now finds 

Itself. As Mr. Anscomb pointed out, 
3.C. during the 1947-48 fiscal year 
will spend on social services alone, 
approximately $20.3 million or $20.5 
millions including education. This is 
as much as the Tolmie administration 
in the early 30's had as total revenues 
to run the entire In theprovince.
coming year, the account for social 
services, including education, will run 
to $33 million, an increase of $12.5 
million in the year.

Continual enlargement of social 
services has impinged on other public 
services. Unless revenues are elastic, 
social services can be expanded only
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Elections Act Winch Urges Aid
VICTORIA. — (CP — The 

Provincial Government proposes 
to reopen the Provincial Elec­
tions Àct, extensively amended 
during the last session of the1 
Legislature, and a legislative ' 
committee has been set up toj 
consider amendments.

Included on the committee 
are five government members, 
Tom King, Columbia; C. W. 
Morrow, North Okanagan, J. H. |

For Those HitSocialism Said By Suspensions WINCH PRESSES 
'BEER FREEDOM' 
FOR VET CLUBS

Red 'Barrier VICTORIA- 
between 90,1 
men, women and children whose 
health fjeneflts were cut off

(CP)—Plight of
VICTORIA. — (CP) — Com­

munism was Introduced into 
opposition leader Winch’s speech 
in the legislature Thursday 
when he dealt with references 
by several Coalition members 
of Labor-pro gresive Party sup­
port for C.C.F. candidates In the

VICTORIA — (Special)— 
Opposition Leader Winch in 
the legislature Thursday ask­
ed that the Liquor Act be 
amended to allow members 
of Veterans Clubs to take un­
opened beer from the prem­
ises.

He said there should be no 
difference in this regard be­
tween ordinary beer parlors 
and Veterans clubs.

Mr. Winch also asked that 
"the ridiculous.section” of the 
Liquor Act that says no guest 
of a member in a club can 
treat. (Treating is neverthe­
less done. Mr. Winch said 
everyone knows It is) and the 
clause forbidding it should 
be removed from the Act

Cates, North Vancouver; D. C. 
Brown, Vancouver-Burrard; T. 
A. Love, Grand Forks-Green- 
wood; Opposition Leader Harold 
E. Winch, and Herbert Gar- 
grave, C.C.F., MacKenzie.

The committee, set up by a 
resolution of the Legislature 
moved by Secretary George S. 
Pearson, is instructed to report 
to the House not later than 
March 29.

It Is scheduled to meet Mon-

E. Winch, opposition leader. 
These companies show $176,

recent by-elections In Saanlsh B 
and Cariboo.

"On behall of the C.C.F. lg 
have no hesitation In laying g 
that a surrender to totalitarian-g 
lam either from the left or right g 
would be a betrayal of the g 
people,” Mr. Winch said.

"Democratic socialism Is the g 
only safeguard and the United g 
States itate department recog-Q

000 liabilities over assets, he 
said. There is $132,500 in un­
paid claims and $95,442 in pre­
paid premiums owing policy
holders.

Affected numbered 28,904, 
and with ,their dependents be­
tween 90,000 and 1.00,000. 

"THE SITUATION merits the
Immediate consideration of the 
government. They have a def­
inite moral responsibility to the 
people losing out on benefits 
and I am not sure criminal pro­
ceedings should not be instituted 
In some instances.

“The government has been 
derelict in not taking steps to 
protect the insured. Unpaid 
settlements and the responsibil­
ity o< prepaid premiums should

against Communism.

with 1
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PRESSES 
FREEDOM' 

'ET CLUBS!
IA — (Special)— 

Leader Winch in 
lure Thursday ask- 
he Liquor Act be 
to allow members 
is Clubs to take un- 
;er from the pretn-

there should be no l| 
in this, regard be- 

linary beer parlors 
ans clubs, 
ich also asked that 
ilous. section” of the 

that says no guest 
ber in a club can 
‘ating is neverthe- 

Mr. Winch said 
nows it is) and the 
bidding it should 
from the Act.

SHE

:'5j Day In The House:

”CCF Leader Flays 
Sales Tax Burden

By J. K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—The long expected row about the sales M 

tax broke out in the House Thursday. Opposition Leader
U..----IJ T17Î-----1- -11---------1 1 1---------- 1L- TT---------- -- T •' •
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government because of the sales tax. Premier Johnson 
hurriedly said the government took the Winch motion as
a want of confidence motion in the government.__

He and the Attorney General jfl 
had an argument, or two, though 
Mr. Wismer didn’t say very

’ However, two Coalitionists, 
Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Rolston, 
despite this, voted with the
C.C.F. against the sales tax. 
Tom Uphill also joined the dis­
senters.

THE VOTE on the sales tax 
came after Mr. Winch had j 
spoken for two and a half hours! 
—a monumental speech and to 
prepare it he remained up most 
of the night studying Mr. Ans- 
comb’s budget.

Mr. Winch was in good form. 
He insisted on quoting from Mr. 
Hart’s policy speeches of the 

6 last few years—speeches which,
| he said, showed B.C. was in first 
! class financial condition. And 

yet now, said Mr. Winch, condi­
tions appear anything but rosy. 
He composed a poem to show 

à what h» meant:
$ “Old Mother Anscomb looked 

through the transom 
For the plum Hart had left to 

Boss Johnson.
6 But when he looked through, 

the surplus had flew 
1 And now the Coalition knows 

not what to do.”
THE LEADER of the opposi- 

I tion fought the sales tax all 
I down the line. Because he 

said, it bears more heavily on 
the poor than on the rich. In 
effect, a graduated income tax,

[ ■ reversed, for under it the small- 
[| er a man’s income, the larger 

the percentage of it goes to the 
tax. A worker or a farmer 
spends something like half his 

K total income for consumer goods 
m on which sales taxes are levied.

In his verbal opposition to the 
f# sales tax, Mr. Winch was joined 

by Messers Brett, Gargrave, 
Turner, Corsbie on the C.C-F. 
and Mr. Bennett who said tax 

—™ is unfair—he called it "this 
I terrible tax—not a business tax 
J —but a tax that will kill busi­

ness.” Mr. Turner said neces­
sity of such a tax shows the 
government indeed bankrupt. 
Mr. Corsbie said it will drive 
business out of B.C. Mr. Gar- 
grave said the government Is 
now going to tax families which 
don’t earn enough to pay Do­
minion income tax. Mr. Corsbie 
called the tax the worst form 
of nuisance—the most object­
ionable form of tax.

BEFORE HE DEALT with the
I budget, Mr. Winch went on a 

grand tour, answering ail the 
Coalition critics of C.C.F. policy 
this session. He explained why 
he was in a "picket line at last 
summer’s Nanaimo Laundry 
Strike. He said the C.C.F. has 
l)ever called a strike, but when it 
to called, the C.C.F. has no hesi­
tation in joining the protest o| 
the workers' in their fight for 
justice, because the C.C.F. wi 
always stand shoulder to should-j 
er with the workery*agfaS^aBM

f

much. In his attempts to tie the H 
C.C.F. with the Communists, theM_ 
Attorney General seeks to arouse 1 
fear, said Mr. Winch—and thef 
philosophy of fear is not the phi­
losophy of reason, Mr. Winch 
saifl there isn’t any member in H 
on the government side who dis- 
likes Communists more than hei 
does, nor one who knows morel 
about their dirty, despicable tac-l 
tics than he does. "The way tog 
fight Communists is not by hys- | 
terical emotion and red-baiting, 1 
but by taking progressive action 
to remove those things that ■
bother the people in their in-1 
security and fear,’’ said Mr. j 
Winch.

Mr. Winch said B.C. needs a '| 
Bill of Bights, so that all its | 
citizens shall have the vote, sol 
that some hotels in Vancouver 
will not be able to turn away nj 
guests merely because they are B 
black.

The unhappy Coalitionists— ■ 
terrified of their constituents | 

H because of the sales tax—went B 
back to caucus Thursday night ■ 
to see if there might not be some ] 
other way of finding some# 
money. But the government is0 
committed now; there will be a| 
sales tax or the government Kl 

i faces defeat.

Sales Tax Veto 
Defeated 
In Legislature

;:i

1

:

1 non-confidence vote in the 1 
legislature since 1944 was taken! 

! Thursday on a motion by Oppo-1 
sition Leader Harold E. Winch® 
to delete from the budget 1 

| speech the three-per-cent sales! 
tax. The government won 32-13,1 
with Tom Uphill (Labor-Fer-| 
nie). Mrs. Tilly Rolston. (Cln-1 
Point Grey) and W. A. C. Ben-1 
nett (Cln-South Okanagan) vot-1 
ing with the C.C.F.

THE MOVE was made after ■ 
I Mr. Winch had spoken two 

I'hours'and 20 minutes.
Premier Byron I. Johnson 

told Speaker R. H. Carson he 
considered the motion a vote 
of no confidence. This attitude 
was regretted by Mr. Bennett 
who said several Coalition mem­
bers opposed the sales tax and 
should have been allowed to 
express their feelings. James L. 
Webster (Cln-Rossland Trail) 
and G. M. Weir (Cln-Burrard) 
were absent.

I Mr. Winch said a sales tax B 
1 increased the spiral of inflation. f| 

The C.C.F. was opposed to it B 
because it took much more from E 
the poor man than it did from fl 
the rich. It was a graduated in- 8 
come tax reversed for the work- B 
èr and farmer who spent half fl 
their income on commodities af­
fected by the tax.

He said the tax is “class legis­
lation of a vicious sort. The 
government has been derelict in 
not exhausting all other possible 
avenues of revenue before im­
posing such a measure."

SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1948

UBCM Proposes,
i i • ■ r- e
Insurance Firm

VICTORIA — (CP) — The 
| Union of B.C. Municipalities 
Thursday requested the Legis­
lature’s municipal affairs com- 8 
mittee to endorse a plan for a | 
municipal fire insurance com-1 
pany, to handle school and 8 
municipal fire protection on a 8 
voluntary basis.

The suggestion was first pre-1 
R sented before the war but action j 
I was deferred. Since then the I 
| U.B.C.M. has made considerable] 
d study of the plan.

Mayor W. M. Mott, president | 
I of the union, suggested that the g 
I plan might include provincial f 
8 buildings also, and A. J. Turner, | 
B C.C.F., Vancouver East, sug- * 
I bested that it should include | 
I provincial government proper-1

ANOTHER R e s O L UTZON I 
E called for the provincial gov- 8 
I eminent to provide basic pians 9 
I for other municipal buildings 5 
I which could be used by munie- fl 
B ipalities for developing their I 
Ijjuilding programs'. This, the | 
I union suggested, would result I 
B in a considerable saving to the I 
Imunicip alities in architects’ 1 
I fees.

The municipalities also asked 8 
the government to assume the I 
cost of paying police mag- R 
istrates’ salaries. An alternative | 
was that the government should B 
consult municipal councils be-1 
fore making appointments.

The government was asked to 
assume erosion control with the 
federal government of the low­
er Fraser River, where use of 

I the river by shipping has caus­
ed considerable erosion of the 

I banks.

pi

Bennett Hits 
Salaries Of 
LRB Members

VICTORIA.—(CP)—Payment 
of salaries of $5,000 a year td 
each of the four members on 
the new provincial Labor Rela­
tions Board drew fire from W. 
A. C. Bennett (Cln.-S. Okana- 
gan) in the legislature Friday.

Mr. Bennett said he had no 
objection to a $7,500 salary to 
J. Pitcairn Hogg as chairman, 
since he was continuing as pro­
vincial legislative counsel, and 
the addition to his former sal­
ary was “smaIl.,,

But, he demanded: “Why pay 
$5,000 to each of the members, 
compared with salaries paid to 
civil servants? No wonder there 
is a breakdown and a feeling 
of frustration in the civil serv­
ice.

592930
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Day In The Housef

Bennett 'Swan Song' 
Scores Government

By J. K. NESBITT 
VICTORIA — The legislature was treated Friday to the j 

highly unusual spectacle of hearing a government supporter | 
roasting the daylights out of the government.

W. A. C. Bennett (CI.N.-S. L ■»" ,S is no place to go into detail re- 
Okanagan), who is grooming g pl|ed Mr Bennett. The premier 
himself as Conservative candi- 8 disagreed, said Mr. Bennett 
date in Yale federal constitu- I shouldn’t be talking ^enealitles. 
ency, went for the government | MB. ANSCOMB sat glumly, 
on a number of scores. When g unllt cigar stub ready to light, 
he was through, the general | stroking his chin. Coalitionists, 
consensus was that he had made I jt mUst be said, looked glum too. 
an excellent speech—though U1 Mr. Bennett displeased them all 
was difficult for observers to very greatly. No coalitionist, 
believe Mr Bennett was not in fl they figured, should be so inde- 
the opposition. I pendent,. even if he was making

a campaign speech for the Ot-

Women Ask Govt. Ban 
On Liquor Advertising

Mr. Bennett first criticized 
the government for the way it 
is handling education. Handing 
out grants here and grants 
there is no solution, he said— 
there must be a formula. - 

And then he warned the gov­
ernment not to be too smug 
about its victories in Cariboo 
and Saanich.

1 MR. BENNETT, who long 
ago annoyed both B.C. Liberals 
and Conservatives by suggest­
ing a Coalition party, did it all 
over again Friday. He said a 
Coalition organization is neces­
sary to keep the Coalition gov­
ernment going. It would give it 
more democratic control. C.C.F. 
Mr. Gargrave wanted to know 
if the Coalition hasn’t democra­
tic control now. Well, in his 
constituency, said Mr. Ben­
nett; all he could speak for 
was his constituency. He warn­
ed the government not to grow 
too complacent. This govern­
ment can never be defeated by 
the C.C.F. said Mr. Bennett, for 
people won’t go socialist, but 
they might vote against the gov­
ernment one of these fine days. 
All this sounded to Mr. Gar- 
grave like a swan song and he 
said so.

WITH HIS eyes on the great 
green chamber of the House of 
Commons. Mr. Bennett sang 
the praises of the Conservative 
Party, much to the annoyance 
of the Liberals. There was those 
unkind souls who said Mr. Ben­
nett was making a campaign 
speech. Be that as it may, it 
^was a very good one.

Bennett waxed most in- 
iant when he contemplated ' 
sales tax. Jamming his glas- 
on one minute, hauling them 

off and waving them aloft the 
next, turning to the right and 
to the left, Mr. Bennett really 
lit into the government about 
the sales tax. An inflationary 
tax — an ill-considered tax — 
that’s what it is. Attorney-Gen 

■al Wlsmer advised Mr. Ben- 
tt to wait until he saw the 

tax bill; to the A.-G. it appeared 
Bennett was putting up a 

straw man, just so he could 
later knock him down. Mr. 

îtt told the Attomey-Gen- 
not to interrupt. The sales 
he said was the greatest 

1 to ever come mM
for chilli

MV

tawa Tories. It just isn’t done.
The budget, said Mr. Bennett 

may have been one of a very 
capable accountant, but was one 
more for private business than 
for government. Mr. Bennett 
praised Mr. Hart, observed that 
since Mr. Hart left, this govern­
ment doesn’t seem to have much 
heart left in it. Once Mr. Ans- 
comb got up, leaned over to talk 
to Premier Johnson. Mr. Ben­
nett, angrily, wished the Minis­
ter of finance would be quiet. “I 
haven’t disturbed you for an hour y 
and a half,” muttered Mr. Ans-§ 
comb and walked out.

YES, IT WAS quite a day —S 
the great revolt of a Tory mem-F 
ber of the Coalition who has long! 
felt frustrated in Coalition. The I 
government is doubtless glad Mr. | 
Bennett has sung his swan song g 
in this legislature.

Before Mr. Bennett thundered 
forth, the house heard quiet- 
spoken, pleasant Jim Mowat, the 
Coalitionist from Alberni. tie 
stayed mostly with the affairs 
of his own riding—that wonder­
ful stretch of this province that | 
fronts the Pacific Ocean. He | 
wanted some B.C. Power Com-| 
mission development along the! 
west coast of Vancouver Island, [ 
a road to Long Beach and some | 
road connection to Tofino. The I 
people there are tired of looking | 
at a sign that says “The West­
ern End of the Trans-Canada 
Highway” when there'is no road 
at all. Mr. Mowat may be no 
flaming orator, but he’s a hard 
working member of the legis­
lature and, in his own quiet way, I 
does as much, if not more, for I 
his constituents, as the most! 
flamboyant M.L.A.

Mental Hospitals 
Overcrowded In B(

Special to The News-Herald.
VICTORIA — Serious over-1 

| crowding at provincial menti 
>itals at Essondale and i 
tminster was shown 
ilattire in answers to que* 

from E. E. Winch, C.C.F., 
■by. Provincial 

Pearson,
Winch, informs the 
estimated

ila is

VICTORIA. — (CP) — The 
I B.C. Provincial Council of 
| Women Friday asked the Brit­

ish Columbia Government to 
[ abolish all liquor advertising.

The council, more than a 
score strong, in presenting this 
demand to the provincial cab­
inet, called also for the follow­
ing changes in the Liquor Con­
trol Plebiscite Act:

• That no petition for a pleb­
iscite be accepted from any elec­
toral area unless there are not 
less than 300 names of voters j 
registered.

• That no veterans' club li­
cense be granted save by plebis­
cite, and only in areas of not 
less than 500 registered voters.

• That no petition be accept­
ed from an urban electoral dis­
trict unless acceptable petitions 
are presented from the entire 
district.

The council also asked the 
government to bring all domes­
tic workers under the province's 
Minimum Wage and Hours of 
Work Act and the Federal Un­
employment Insurance Act.

The women reiterated their 
plea that the dogwood be adopt­
ed as the floral emblem of Brit­
ish Columbia, and asked the 
government to establish a train­

ing ship for boys as part of the | 
Borstal system.

“IT IS THE OPINION of the I 
Provincial Council of Women,” I 
said the delegation's brief, I 
“that a complete change of en-1 
vironment, together with use­
ful training and discipline | 
would exercise a beneficial ef­
fect upon young boys, whose I 
adventurous disposition has led | 
them to delinquency.”

The government was asked to 
urge on Ottawa without delay 
the appropriation of funds to 
subsidize low-rental housing. 
The council suggested the pro­
vincial government should tell 
Ottawa that it Is willing to 
name a provincial official to 
cooperate with local housing 
authorities.

Free medical attention and 
hospitalization for widows with 
small children was also asked, 
the council reporting that the 
compensation rate for them was 
far below the standard neces­
sary.

-Acre Timber 
I License Due For Firm

VICTORIA — (CP) — C. D. 
Orchard, deputy forests minister 
for the fe.C. government, told 
the Legislature’s forestry com­
mittee Friday that the forest 
management license for the Ca­
nadian Western Timber Co., if 
granted, would at the outside 
cover 100,000 acres of forest 
land.

The company had sought a 
license for 800,000 acres on 
Vancouver Island to supply raw 
material for a big pulp mill de-, 
velopment at Duncan Bay, a few j 
miles north of Campbell River 

Considerable opposition 
this license and the principle — 
forest management licensing— 
the government’s plan to pro­
vide sustained yield forestry— 
has been voiced, particularly by 
small logging outfits. •

Mr. Orchard said the Cana­
dian Western Timber Co. appli­
cation was based on the fact 
that the company owns 135,000 
acres of timber lands, has 
enough timber to continue its 
present operations for 25 years, 
and is seeking a government 
grant to supplement its 
foldings for the pulp mi.

MR. ORCHARD descrih 
forest management licen 

I tern As the orify pract 
I tion to the overcutti 
I timber resources.

This situation, as e 
Orchard, is:

That means there is a 5fl-y4arl 
supply. But it takes 100 years 1 
to grow a tree to merchantable j 
qjze.

“WHAT ARE YOU going to I 
do from the 51st to the 99th I 
year?*’ he asked, adding that it 2 
takes more than 100 years to j 
grow a good tree.

He said the solution is to 
distribute the responsibility for 
management of the forests 
among B.C.’s 2,000 logging com­
panies and induce them to prac­
tice good forestry. The govern­
ment’s role would be to keep a 
close, critical eye on the objec­
tives of the licensee.
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CCF Out, vs. CCF In

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1948]

Harold Winch, leader of C.C.F. 
opposition in the provincial legisla­
ture, is in favor of all the social serv­
ices already in operation and a good 
many more. But he is making a great 
to do for political reasons, about the 
government’s intention to pay for 
these services by means of a sales tax. 
He says he and the C.C.F. are dead 
against sales taxes.

Unfortunately for Harold Winch, 
there is a C.C.F. government in Sas­
katchewan which imposes a retail 
sales tax similar to that proposed for 
B.C. It is thus for Mr. Winch to ex­
plain if he can, why a sales tax.is 
condemned by the C.C.F. in British 

B Columbia and why it is maintained— 
and enjoyed—by a C.C.F. government 

Eg in Saskatchewan.
It is true that the sales tax was in 

H operation in Saskatchewan before the 
JM® C.C.F. government took over. But 

the C.C.F. tfnvemmpnt has not re-lll^jhe^^uF^proemment has not

END TO CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT 
MOVED BY M.L.A.

pealed the tax because it can’t dot 
without the sales tax revenue.

Members of the Johnson-Anscomb 
government are not introducing the j|j 
sales tax because they like it, or be- pst 
cause they are unaware of the initial ift|| 
opposition it will encounter. They g 
are introducing the tax because it is §1 
the only alternative to more radical ||| 
and fundamental tax changes which at Ifi 
present do not command the support ■ 
of any political party or any consider- fflH 
able cross-section of public opinion. ■ 
The government must have money ■ 
or it must curtail services.

A C.C.F. government, too, would j| 
have to have the money or curtail H 
services. Faced with that dilemma, 8 
the C.C.F., if it should come to power $ 
in B.C., would retain the Sales tax just B 
as it has done in Saskatchewan. Tor I 
Mr. Winch to prtend anything else, is I 
just to play the demagogue.

mil
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'Take Over BCE,' 
CCF'er Demands

New York Times Copyright
VICTORIA—The government — 

should take over the B.C. Elec- “ 
trie and West Kootenay Power 
and Light, Randolph Harding 
(C.C.F. — Kaslo- Slocan) said 
Monday in the Legislature.

“OwnéYship of these two 
would help finance other pro­
jects,” he said. “In this prov­
ince we pay too much for power 
and use too little. Power is one 
of the keys to development and 
expansion; it is necessary for 
growing common prosperity. 
Our resources in electric power 
should be used to brighten our 
homes, lighten oui; labor and 
add to employment and pur- 

■ chasing power.”

VICTORIA. — (CP) — A 
move to abolish capital pun-* | 
ishment has been launched in 
the B.C. Legislature by E. E. 
Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby.

He has filed notice of a 
motion calling on the House 
to, send to the Lieutenant- 
Qovemor a request “praying 
that His Honor will cause to 
be conveyed to the Federal 
government the opinion of 
this House that action should 
be taken to abolish capital 
punishment.”

The motion is scheduled for 
presentation next Tuesday, 
but it may be some time be­
fore it is debated.

Log Export 
Halt Asked 
By Mclnnis

VICTORIA—(CP)—John Me 
I Innifc, C.C.F., Fort George, will 

ask the Provincial Government 
to petition the Dominion Gov­
ernment to halt the export of 
logs from British Columbia to 

I the United States.
Mr. Mclnnis fias filed notice 

of a motion to this effect in the 
B.C. Legislature, saying that 
much of Canada’s unfavorable 
trade balance with the United 
States is the result of exporting 
new material and importing 
manufactured articles, process­
ed from raw materials.

“Employment in British Col- 
i umbia is adversely affected by 
! the export of raw materials 
| which could be manufactured 
! in the province,” he said.

k ■! .
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Budget Debate 
Reopens Today

VICTORIA — (CP)—Munie-* 
ipal Affairs and Mines Minister 
R. C. MacDonald will continue 
the budget debate in the B.C. 
Legislature Monday afternoon.

Two other speakers have been 
scheduled for the sitting. They 
are Randolph Harding, C.C.F., 
Kaslo-Sloçan, and Tom King, 
Coalition, Columbia.

The sitting begins at 2:30,
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'Duplicate' Salary 
Snags Budget Debate

• aÿ'vYÀ-" ' f-'ï’X:'

MLA's APPLAUD
BETROTHAL,
ANNIVERSARY

VICTORIA. — (CP)—Po­
litical rivalries were forgot­
ten for a few moments in the 
British Columbia Legislature 
Monday.

C.C.F. Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch told the mem­
bers that his father — E. E. 
Winch (C.C.F., Burnaby)— 
was celebrating his 69th 
birthday. He also noted that 
Joseph Corsbie (C.C.F., Peace 
River) was engaged to Mar­
garet Carr of Victoria and 
would be married before the 
end of the session.

Premier Byron Johnson 
congratulated the senior Mr. 
Winch on his youthful ap­
pearance and told the mem'** 
bers of the splendid work he 
was doing in visiting various 
institutions.

The House vigorously ap­
plauded Mr. Johnson, a native 
of Victoria, as he said Mr. 
Corsbie had shown fine judg­
ment in picking a Victorian 
for a bride.

mmmm
Mil

VICTORIA. — (CP) — Con- provincial 
tending that the estimates to be 
presented this session call for 
11 ministers’ salaries instead of 
10 as provided in 1946, Herbert 
Gargrave (CCF—MacKenzie) on 
a point of order in the legisla­
ture Monday declared the bud­
get debate out of order and un­
constitutional.

He was referring to salaries of 
I $7,500 being provided for Hon. 
j Gordon S. Wismer both as at- 
| tomey-general and M labor 
I minister.

Mr. Speaker Carson reserved
I decision and the debate contin­

ued.
It is believed the mixup oc- 

| curred when estimates for the

secretary’s
were being compiled. That 
fice, as well as health and wel­
fare and labor was filled by 
Hon. G. S. Pearson until No­
vember, when Mr. Wismer took 
over the labor portfolio.

Mr. Pearson received no sal­
aries for health and welfare or 
provincial secretary. This year 
he was shown as receiving $7,- 
500 as provincial secretary and 
the labor minister's vote, which 
he was paid in past years, was 
inadvertently transferred to Mr. 
Wismer.

The labor minister’s vote can 
be deleted when estimates for 
that department come up later.

The minister said “no govern­
ment in the history of this prov­
ince or in the history of any 

j. other province in Canada, can 
| show a finer record of kindness 

and sympathetic consideration to 
the requirements of municipali- 

| ties than has been shown by the 
salary I Coalition government, 
îat of-1 Mr- MacDonald disagreed 

with some members of the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities.

“They apparently were dis­
satisfied with the government’s 
proposed contribution before 
they actually knew what it will 
amount to” the minister said, 
adding that they will receive a 
pleasant surprise.

Mr. Macdonald was critical of 
too-expensive school buildings.
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In Thê House B.C. Awards 
Grant In 
Lieu Of Tax

By JT K NËSBITT
VICTORIA. Monday the budget debate continued iU VICTORIA— The** govern-
«■ involved w.y. During budget debates M.L.A. s hardly ment this year will make a

|Taxes, Sask., Enter 
Mild Budget Debate
long, involved way. During budget -------- ---------- - , - ™
ever mention the budget. They talk about everything else H
under the sun

Hon. R. C. MacDonald, min* 
ister of mines and municipal 

gj affairs, gave a thorough review 
HI of pro v incial-municipal rela- 
O tion», which have not been verf 

happy in recent months.
He showed he does indeed 

know a great deal about provin­
cial-municipal relations. He was 
a little impatient with all the 
hard-luck stories the municipal­
ities have been spreading—and 
he said so in no uncertain 
terms.

‘The financial standing of the 
municipalities is excellent," said 
Mr. Macdonald flatly. "Only two 
out of 96 are behind in their 
sinking fund requirements."

THE MINISTER TOLD school 
boards to go easy in their expen­
ditures, especially where new 
buildings are concerned. “All 
public services are mounting be­
yond reawn. This is y*e very 
reason why this government has 
found it necessary to impose ad­
ditional taxation."

And then he really said a 
mouthful with, '“Extra taxation

■
people of Saskatchewan are Spy 
having a terrible time and are j|| 
sneaking out to B.C. whenever |f|g 
they can. Mr. Harding was 
proud as he told what the ||1 
C.C.F. government has done for 
education, public health, social m] 
welfare. IwfeoBHea

He opposed the sales tax, said co
it would be a great hardship t0
on the working class. He said 
those that can afford to pay- 
the big corporations—should be I 
taxed, if the government needs j 
money. Mr. Anscomb said the ; 
government has no power to j 
levy income tax. Mr. Gargrave 
said that is right, the govern­
ment gave away its right to in­
come tax.

TOM KING FROM Columbia

.i

seems to have perpetual youth.
He has been here since 1934 and 
he appears not to have grown H|j 
a day older. He’s a kindly soul, 
and bickering and fighting dis­
pleases him. So he proceeded 
to lambast the C.C.F. in a lUjJ 
fatherly sort of way.

ia not véry palatable or welcome Mr Mclnnis from Fort George 
at any time, but it people da- ! lsn't rellly , Socialist, said Mr. 
mand these services they must Kjng. he 8 just an advanced 
pay for them. ’ Liberal. This so astonished Ms.

Ç.6.F. Mil. HARDING from Mclnnis he couldn’t speak. 
Kaalo-Slooan noted the confu- The C.C.F., summed up Mr. 
Sion that seems to exist in some King, gets lots of votes because 
Coalition benches regarding Mr. ! it has ro much tripe behind it. 
Winch's title. Mr. Winch, said , And he-d i,ke to bet Effie Jones,
Mr. Harding, is the C.C.F. house I wnen she ran for mayor of Van- 
leader, the leader of Hla Me- coaver, had 95 per cent of the 
jesty'i loyal opposition, and aft- C.C.F. behind her. 
er the next election he will, be He defended the big cor- 
the premier of British Colum- porations from the C.C.F. and 
bla." Such brashness from so Mjd they're not all heartless,

8 special grant to municipali­
ties in lieu of taxation on 
government-owned buildings, 

j used for commercial pur- 
i poses, It was announced 
S Monday in the legislature by 
! Municipal Affairs Minister 
j R. C. MacDonald.

H. Carl Goldenberg, royal 
commissioner who enquired in­

provincial municipal financial 
relations recommended that this 
be done.

Mr. MacDonald said the minis­
ter of finance has placed at 
$17,988,000 the grants munici­
palities will receive ths year— 
as against $11,267,000 last year.

t™ Their financial standing was 
H excellent and only two were 

behind in their sinking fund 
^-reoulrC|pentS-
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iAGE-SHY women force 
VOTE REGISTRY CLOSING

young an M.L.A. ae Mr. Harding 
made Coalitionists just rock 
with derision.

MR. HARDING told the 
Coalition the C.C.F; government j said 
in Saskatchewan is doing s 
good job. Coalitionists, you see, 
delight in announcing the poor l he is glways wrong.

though he did admit some of 1 
them might crush the life out | 
of you if they got the chance.

As for Mr. Guthrie, Mr. King | 
—, If there’s one fine fellow, I 

It's our dear Sam," and thèn he I 
proceeded , to tell Sam where |

VICTORIA—(CP) — Coy­
ness of B.C. electors, partic­
ularly women, about giving 
their ages to registrars of vot­
ers will cause the provincial 
government to abolish the 
central registry office of voters 
set up last year.

After hearing of the prob­
lem from George M. Phillips, 
Vancouver, registrar general 
of voters for the province, the 
special legislative committee 
proposed amendments to the 
provincial elections act Tues­
day decided to recommend to 
the Legislature that the of­
fice be abolished.

MR. PHILLIPS said that in 
Vancouver alone it was esti­

mated that 3,000 persons, ma­
jority of thfem women, would 
be disfranchised because they 
had refused to give their ages. 
Yet the provincial government 
cannot legally require a per­
son to give his or her age.

Purpose of the central 
registry was to eliminate from 
voters’ lists duplications and 
names of persons * who had 
died. The office has needed 
the birth date of all voters as 
a further identification with 
their names. Mr Phillips said 
that without birth dates opera­
tion of the office was impos­
sible for there was so much 
duplication of names.

INCH STATUS IN HOUSE 
QUERIED BY MACDONALD

I VICTORIA — (CP) — Official 
1 status ol Harold E. Winch, who 

rlbed himself xa "House 
I Leader" cropped up In ' the leg- 
I Islature Monday as Municipal 

flairs Minister R C. MacDoti- 
spoke in budget debate. > 

Mr. MacDonald recalled that 
hur J. Turner (C.C.F.- Van- 
ver East) a few days ago de­

clared Mr. Winch was not leader 
of the opposition.

"I now ask the honorable first 
member for Vancouver East 
(Mr. Winch) If he Is the leader 
of the opposition group, or is Co­
lin Cameron, president of the 
British Columbia C.C.F. group, 
the leader," said Mr. MacDonald.

Mr Winch replied he was 
House Leader and was recogniz­
ed by the speaker as the Opoal- I 

Leader.

HOUSE GROUP BAI 
RANCHISE TO
VICTORIA * (CP) —Ef­

forts by opposlthyi leader 
Harold Winch to enfranchise 
all Canadian citizens who have 
been in British Columbia six

[months, failed Tuesday when 
the special house committee 
on Elections Act rejected hit 
request by a 5-i vote.

Mr. Winch’s only supporter 
I was Herbert Gargrave (CCF- 
1 *• ” nxle), with chairman 

1 King

(Vancouver Burrird) 
Coalitionists, voting 
The section of the act *

Mr. Winch would have 
ted, now disqualifies 
Japanese, Doukhobor, Hut1 
ite or Mennonite unless they 
are veterans, also every In­
dian, not a. veteran, or who 
has not been enfranchised un­
der the Indian Act.

It is understood another 
meeting of the committee will 
be held Tuesday, when Men- 
nonites likely will be exempt­
ed from the disqualifying 
section.
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Ottawa Needs Telling
The candidate nominated by the 

Liberals for the Vancouver Centre 
by-election should be one who is fully 
aware of British Columbia’s social 
needs and aware, too, of the burden 
that has been imposed upon our pro­
vincial economy by Ottawa’s failure 
to implement the Green Book propos-

B.C.’s natural resources are the 
sovereign right of the province, yet 
the Dominion government last year 
syphoned $140,000,000 from the prof­
its derived from their development 
and the secondary industries depend­
ent thereon. B.C. received back $23,- 
000,000 through its tax agreement. 
The Dominion government, however, 
spends little or nothing on the con­
servation of those resources, while its 
share of the cost of social security is 
totally inadequate.

As long as social services thus bear 
inequitably on our provincial tax 
structure, we cannot spend on our 
highways, power development, irriga­
tion and other undertakings the 
money that would accelerate the de­
velopment of our resources and the 
industrial growth of our province.

The candidate who champions the 
cause of Liberalism in the Vancouver 
Centre federal by-election should be 
familiar with these problems. He 
should be a man prepared to fight for 
better terms and for recognition of 
our claims from those whose confi­
dence he will enjoy.

British Columbia’s case with Ot­
tawa should be the issue not only at 
the nominating convention, but the 
issue of the election campaign, for 
Ottawa needs telling.

als presented to the provinces by the 
Dominion in 1945.

Both Premier Johnson and Hon. 
Herbert Anscomb have presented a 
good case for national social security. 
The United States for some years has 
been enjoying the benefits of social 
security legislation. Canada should 
not be lagging in this type of social 
reform.

Costs of social services in B.C. 
have increased in three years by 
$8,846,000 to a total of $20,324,000. 
This cost, together with that of edu­
cation which amounts to $12,655,000, 
represents 42.58 per cent of our pro­
vincial revenues. The influx of peo­
ple from other provinces is adding to 
our social welfare burden. During 
the last five months alone, 423 of this 
province’s old age pensions, or 20 
per cent of the total applicants for 
that period, rightfully belong to other 
provinces. This surely is indication 
enough that social security should 
be on a national basis, and that a halt 
should be called on B.C. assuming 
cases other than its own. Our pro­
vincial economy cannot stand it.

1 Ottawa should be told, in no uncer­
tain terms, that our tax agreement

Boo persons, ma- 
B women, would 
led because they 
B give their ages. 
Icial government 
f require a per­
is or her age.
If the central 
lo eliminate from 
Duplications and 
Irsons ' who had 
lice has needed 
l of all voters as 
pntification with 
Mr Phillips said 
lirth dates opera- 
(ffice was impos­
te was so much 
I names.
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nue-prodqcing provincial property 
in Vancouver. In the case of the 
liquor stores, most of the buildings 
are only rented by the province and 
city taxes are paid normally by pri­
vate owners.

On the other hand, buildings owned 
by the Dominion government in Van­
couver are assessed at $15,724,000 
and land at $18 millions, and at least 
two more major revenue-producing 
structures—a new post office and a 
new customs building—are already 
planned. In addition, Wartime Hous­
ing is valued at approximately $3 
millions, and its land at about $50,000.

Mr. MacDonald’s announcement is 
gratifying, in that it recognizes the 
principle of provincial responsibility 
for municipal taxation on its build­
ings—even though Acting Mayor 
George Miller, civic finance chair­
man, says it won’t mean much to Van­
couver. But Vancouver, and all other 
B.C. municipalities, won’t derive the 
benefits to which they are logically 
entitled until the federal government, 
too, recognizes its obligation to pay 
normal federal taxes on its extensive 
holdings of federal properties within 
municipalities. Mr. MacDonald has 
taken a step in the right direction; 
the federal government should fall 
in line.

ipalities in lieu of taxation on pro- 
rincially-owned buildings. The prov- 
nce will authorize a special grant for 
his purpose, with the result that 
nunicipalities will receive $17,988,- 
100 this year as against $11,267,000 
ast year.

Municipal governments have fought 
i long battle to establish the principle 
hat senior governments, both provin-
:ial and federal, should bear their 
ihare of municipal taxation, especial- 
y in the case of commercial or 
revenue-producing government prop­
erties. The Goldenberg report on 
B.C.’s provincial-municipal relations 
recommended that municipalities 
should receive annual compensation 
for such properties. •

| However, buildings owned by the 
province are only à small proportion 
of the senior government buildings in 
Vancouver. Buildings owned by the 
province in Vancouver are assessed at 
$2 millions and land at more than 
$1.5 millions. Most of this provincial 
property cannot be classified as “reve­
nue producing.”

A survey by city officials has re­
vealed that there is little actual reve-

Burrard), lit 
, voting against.

of the act which 
would have delè- 
Jisqualifies every
oukhobor, Hutter- 
lonlte unless they 
s, also every In­
veteran, or who 
enfranchised un- 

an Act.
derstood another 
he committee will 

esdsiy, when Men- 
y will be exempt- 
the disqualifying
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CCF'er Flings Vote 
Challenge At Govt.

A DAY IN THE HOUSE

Kindly Country M.D 
Defends Smelter Co Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA.—The government was challenged Tuesday 
by Herbert Gargrave (C.C.F.-Mackenzie), to go to the 
people immediately on what he called “this disgracefulinto the House—and when he 

talks about the needs of his con­
stituency — which he always 
does—and well he uses his nice, 
quiet, efficient way.

This year he defended Con­
solidated Mining and Smelting 
from the onslaughts of the 
C.C.F. which would tax such 
corporations instead of having a

By J. K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—Tuesday was an 

interesting day in the House. 
There was a maiden speech, 
gome kindly advice from a 
kindly doctor, a first-class tear­
ing apart of the budget by a 
fiery little C.C.F.’er with a bit: 
ing tongue and a keen brain.

Cranbrook’s Dr. F. W. Green, 
as one Victoria native to an­
other, congratulated Premier 
Johnson on his new position. 
There are only three native 
sons of the capital in the house 
—Dr. Green, the Premier and 
Omineca’s Mr. Rowland. Dr. 
Green is the lovable country 
doctor type, a man whose mere 
presence makes the sick feel 
just a little more comfortable 
and optimistic. He brings his 
solicitous bedside manner right

I Speaking in the legislature 
| Mr. Gargrave charged the gov­

ernment with “wanton waste of 
public money and the levying 
of the iniquitous, inflationary, 
regressive sales tax.”

HE SAID the government did 
not have the courage to use the 
recent by-elections in Saanich 
and Cariboo as a sounding board 
for the sales tax.

“Let. them go to the people 
now and get their answer,” he 
said.,

“What are the businessmen, 
the fair-minded men in this gov- 

How are

sales tax. Dr. Green told of all |; 
C. M. and S. has done for the | 
interior of the province—and | 
he made it plain he is not a C. | 
M, and S. shareholder. Dr. | 
Green pleaded for a health in-| 
surance plan—said “it is sadly j 
needed.” He ought to know. He 
argued for a start on a U.B.C. : 
medical faculty. All in all, Dr. | 
Green made a pleasant, fact-1 
filled speech that should be | 
studied.

emment going to do' 
you going back to your people 
and explain away this lavish 
and unnecessary spending by 
your government.”

MR. GARGRAVE said that if 
the government needs money it 
could save by ruthless examin­
ation of expenditures, by capi­
tal gains, of unearned increment 
tax, by a graduated mineral and 
forest products tax “that would 
take care of Consolidated Smel­
ters and the H. R. MacMillan 
companies’ excessive profits,” 
and- by increased government 
monopoly and control, of rev­
enue-producing industry.

Mr. Gargrave said of course 
this wouldn’t be done because 
"this government wants to take 
the easy road—the big business­
man’s road—soak the poor-—the 
widows—the old-age pension­
ers.

UNDER THIS tax the big 
business interests —Consolida­
ted Mining and Smelting, and 
the MacMillans — the Powell 
River Company—yes, even the

CCF Tongue-Lashing
a C.C.F. Bert Gargrave gave 
I. Mr. Anscomb a thorough going 
| over for the budget. Not since 
| the days when Mr. Anscomb 

banged ruthlessly into Hart 
I budgets has any budget had 
B such a piecemeal ripping and 
| tearing apart as that given the 

latest Anscomb budget by Mr. 
§j Gargrave. He is a penetrating, 
I entertaining speaker. Quick as 
$ a flash, never dull. The gov- 
3 emment, said Mr. Gargrave, 
*! has gone hog wild with public 
| funds. He charged gross care-
Ilessrtess in preparation of the 

budget, scored the sales tax as 
Iniquitous. * Deliberately, meth- 

! odlcally, he went through esti- 
j mates, to the annoyance of cab- 

lnet ministers. Mr. Straith and 
i Mr. Pearson protested, said Mr.

Gargrave unfair; Mr. Pçafson 
| said Mr. Gargrave was out of 
| order. Mr. Wismer thought Mr. 
I Gargrave foolish to criticize in- 

creased expenditures before he 
3 knows why more money will be 

needed in the next year.
Mr. Gargrave kept right on; 

| he could find nothing but lack 
y of government supervision in 
I expenditure of the public’s I money. Why, he protested, even 
| health insurance is going to get 
I more money—when there is no 
a health insurance. That, to him, 
I looked as if the government

Mr. Gargrave, are just being 
bamboozled if they endorse 
Mr. Anscomb’s budget.

To Mr. Gargrave it appeared i 
as if cabinet ministers are just j 
running around looking for 
ways to spend public money 
so they can saddle a sales tax 
on the backs of the poor unsus- ! 
pecting people. "This business­
man’s government,” bitingly 
roared forth Mr. Gargrave 
every few minutes. This prof­
ligate spending of the public's 
money — disgraceful, wicked, 
frightful, a sin.

Mr. Anscomb said nothing 
during all this. He no doubt 
considered it merely the tirade 
of an oppositionist without res­
ponsibility who had to talk to 
earn his money. The Minister 
of Finance looked very bored, 
most impatient at times, as if 
to him Mr. Gargrave was just 
uttering old stuff and for good­
ness sakes let’s get on with our 
business and go home. The 
more tired Mr. Anscomb looked 
the hotter Mr. Gargrave got, as 
he kept right on with his theme 
about the government throwing 
the people’s money around in 
a sort of mad picnic.

which Finance Minister Herbert sj 
Anscomb is managing director) 1 
won’t be affected by the sales | 
tax at all. They buy retail I
goods."

He said "this budget will go 
down as the Timothy Eaton and 
Company budget and will drain 
millions of dollars out of this 
province through mall order 
business."

Farm Building
May Be ExemptWalter Hogg Speaks

VICTORIA — <(*) — All 
farm Improvements up to a 
stated maximum should be ex­
empted from educational tax 
except residences, the MacLean 
Commission on school taxation 
recommended in a report tabled 
in the legislature Tuesday 

This would remove one of 
the major objections of farmers

The maiden speech came 
from Cariboo’s new member 
Walter Hogg, who proved him- 
seif a clean, straightforward 
speaker. He showed he is going 
to be a good member—with the 
interests of his constituents at 
heart and a true love of the 
great Cariboo country. He made 
a good Impression, received a 
warm hand from his colleagues,]

He said he knows ranchers up 
his way who are paying school 
taxes that run into thousands 
of dollars a year and yet who 
are faced With the alternate of
paying a teacher out of their 
own pockets or sending their 
children out somewhere to be 
educated. He said. “The farmers 
and ranchers have no objections 
to paying their fair share, but 
they object to having to pay 
such a large proportion and get

other

little benefit,'

19H

mins



[THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1948

Winch Urges City 
Vote For Chinese

éSjàài»».».

VICTORIA—(CP)—A charter 
charter amendment, sought- by 
Vancouver, to allow Hindus to 
vote in municipal elections does 
not go far enough, in the opin­
ion of C.C.F. opposition leader 
Harold Winch.

When the request came be­
fore the private bills committee 
in the Legislature Wednesday, 
Mr. Winch asked why Chinese 
were not included.

Alderman G. C. Miller said 
his city would handle its own 
affairs in its own way. D. E. 
McTaggart, K.C., corpofation 
counsel, commented that it was 
difficult to prepare a list o.f 
Chinese voters, many of whom 
had similar names.

The committee will report on 
the Hindu angle later.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■I

VANCOUVER ALSO asked 1 
amendment to its charter to | 
permit police to appeal from | 
disciplinary action or dismissal 1 
to the attorney-generah (De- j 
tailed story, page 24).

The mainland city also want- J 
ed removal of the $500 license J 
fee ceiling to provide for an j 
adequate tax on those not cov-1 
ered by the proposed business | 
tax; authority to exempt cer- | 
tain classes of business from the j| 
business tax; authority to im- 8 
pose either a license fee or busi- | 
ness tax, whichever is greater, I 
and provision for payment of j 
chairman and members of the I 
Board of Park Commissioners. |

The committee will bring in j 
its report later.

ASK GOVT. CONTROL 
OF B.C. RACE SETUP

Special to The Newg-Henüd
VICTORIA—Horse racing in B.C. should be taken over 

by the government and placed under control of a racing 
commission. A. J. Turner (C.C.F.-Vancouver East) said 
Wednesday in the Legislature,
Mr Turner said breeding I 

could be left in private hands I 
but that the commission should | 
run the actual racing and bet-1 
ting. He said the government I 
should do this in order not to I 
let certain racing interests get I 
away with the -‘bluff1* they are I 
now pulling that they cannot af- j 
ford to operate Lansdowne I 
track tn Vancouver unlesa the j 
government reduces its taxation 1 
on racing. I

--APPARENTLY the B.C 
Turf and Country Club is out I 
for blood and is determined to I 
make the government surrend- [ 
er," Mr Turner said, adding it I 
Is a fact deductions from betting I 
in B.C. are higher than else- I 
where on the coast. Closure of I 
Lansdowne, Mr. Turner said, | 
will favor U.S. breeders.

HE SAID the betting public I 
Is not getting the square deal it I 
should. He approved a sug-1 
gestion that the government I 
give a $500-a-day purse ($35,-1 
000 for the season) in order to I 
keep race tracks open and en-1 
courage the B.C. breeding in-

City May Get $821,000 
As '48 Sales Tax Cut

VICTORIA. — (CP)—Distri 
button among municipalities of
the one-third share of the new cipalities for 12 months

period.”
Estimated share of the muni-1^1

mi provincial1 sales tax will prob- 
■ ably be based on school popula- 

tions *n 1^47, added to estimated 
total populations of 1946, the 

j Union of B.C. Municipalieis 
Jfl Hj learned Wednesday.

I Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb told the union this is 
the plan for distributing the tax 
share. He stressed the percent­
ages worked out are approxi­
mate only.

THE UNION said representa­
tions have been made to the fi­
nance department on payment 
this year and “if the tax is im­
posed without delay and ar­
rangements made for payment 
this year, in all probability the 
payment will cover a six-month

-

&

$4,000,000.
VANCOUVER’S percentage 

amounts to 41.0551, which 
would mean $821,102 of thj 
$2,000,000 which may be pail 
in 1948.

Victoria, Saanich, Oak Ba 
and Esquimau /ill get $23( 
320: the city's share of this 
ing $132,222.

New Wesmtlnster 4.0261 pel 
cent; North Vancouver 1.60205 
North Vancouver 1.0295 (one 
for city and other municipality); 
West Vancouver 1.3064; Chilli­
wack 1.4087; Surrey 3.4160; 
Burnaby 4.9727; Kamloops 
.9358 Kelowna 1.1855; Nelson 
.7787; Prince Rupert 1.0189; 
Revelstoke .3851; Trail 1.3005.

I
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Rigid Rules 
Pending For 
Creameries

Straith, Turner Clash 
Over School Circular
VICTORIA—(CP) — A C.C.F. munity without blackening the

I

attack on the wording of litera­
ture sent out to schools in sup­
port of the Canadian Appeal 
for Children drew spirited de­
fense from Education Minister 
W. T. Streith in the Legislature 
Wednesday.

A. J. Turner (CCF-Vancou- 
ver East) quoted at length from 
a printed circular showing a 

1 harrowing picture of hardships 
? in Europe, and declared:—

“I submit this isn’t good for 
I the morale of our children, 
j There are other ways of spread- 
:j ing appeals through the corn-

minds of little children.”
HIS CRITICISM was direct­

ed at the education department, 
and it brought Mr. Straith to H 
his feet to tell the house:

“The department does not en­
courage appeals in schools, but i| 
it has no jurisdiction over them. H 
It refers them to local school 
boards.

“The paper just read was 
sponsored by the United Na< 
tions and the Dominion of Can­
ada, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that I give it my bless­
ing.”

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA— Creameries and |a 

I dairies will be brought under ® 
more rigid control in amend- HT 
ments to the Creameries and 9 
Dairies Regulation Act intro-P 
duced in the Legislature Wed­
nesday by Agriculture Minister j 

I Frank Putnam.
Among new rules:
Unless a license is obtained.®

I no person shall operate a cream- 
J ery or dairy In which milk or | 
j cream is either pasteurized or|
I dealt with on the basis of the j 

I percentage of butterfat.
No person shall erect, remod- 

I el or establish a building to bel 
used a# a creamery or dairy 8 
without first submitting to the | 
minister plans and specifications I 
together with a statement as to I 
its location, the estimated quan-l 
tity and the nature of the prod- j 

I mets to be handled.
A provincial dairy inspector 1 

I shall have the right at any reas-1 
onable time to enter the prem- j 
ises of any creamery or dairy I 

I and tdktake and remove samples j 
of milk and cream and do such | 
things as are necessary for grad- 

I ing and testing for butterfat.
Where a dairy inspector finds I 

I equipment that in his opinion [ 
is insanitary or unfit to be used j 

I in the processing of dairy prod-1 
1 uct», he sbiU give notice in I 

writing to the owner or person 1 
I in charge prohibiting him from j

E,
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Ancient Cars 
IGet Defense

VICTORIA—(CP)— Greatest 
menace on the highways are not 
people driving old cars, but 
those with a few drinks “under 
their belts,” said Arthur J. 
Turner (C.C.F.-Vancouver East) 
in the legislature Wednesday. 
Mr. Turner urged the govern/; 
ment to take over automobile 
insurance, reduce the “present | 
excessively high rates” and at® 
the same time bring new rev­
enue to itself.
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PUTNAM SEES 
I B.C. POULTRY,
I EGG SHORTAGE

VICTORIA— Poultry pro­
duction to on the downgrade 
end there will be a shortage 
of eggs end poultry meat ia 
B.C. in another year, Agricul­
ture Minister Frank Putnam 
told the Legislature Wednes­
day.

Removal of controls on 
grain pricea to responalble for 
this, the minister said, and to 
also to be blamed for a drop 
in hog production.

Butter and cheese produc­
tion are down, but more Ice 
cream is being sold, Mr. Put­
nam said.
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DAY IN THE DAY IN THE HOUSE
Mixup Over Budget 
Stuns Coalitionists

Laird Asks Action 
On Medical School

packaged. It was interesting» to 
learn where B.C.’s rosy red ap- 

— '* Palestine,
Trinidad, 

South Africa,

By J. K. NESBITT
Specinf to The News-Herald | ____

VICTORIA. — There *•! p|e, go_to Brazil, 
great confusion as the sitting Hong Kong, Malaya, 
started Wednesday. United States, Co.

Opposition Leade- Winch an- Newfoundland. 
nounced he had foi nd the bud- MR puTNAM then delivered I 
get is all haywire that there a lecture on education,
are two different copies of the Education he said, ls all very 
estimates abroad.1 and each had wc„ but the only thlng he got 
a different set of figures. out 0f school was a lesson in

He.wanted to know how the how to th|nk for hlmsel,
He figured that if you can 

teach young people to think for 
themselves and have ambition j

is doing a good job and he dis­
agreed with his colleague Mr. 
Gargrave, who said the depart­
ment gets too much money.

Mr. Mclnnis would like to 
The de-

By J. K. NESBITT
Special to The News-Herald

VICTORIA — There were 
i three speakers in the House, as 
M.L.A.’s prepared to enjoy the 
long Easter weekend. Cabinet 

I ministers brought in some bills, 
I but otherwise most of the busi- 
I ness of the session—if any—is 
■ yet to come.

Young and personable Dr. 
B Laird from Similkameen made 
g his first speech of the session.

see it get more money, 
partment has capable men and is 
getting results.

The minister of trade and in­
dustry, Mr. Eyres looked as if 
he would like to rush across 
the blue-carpeted floor and hug 
Mr. Mclnnis.

noted that
when no one knew what tne 
estimates were.

“WHAT KIND of confusion 
has the minister of finance got 
us into?’’ asked Mr. Winch.

He left a . leg on the beaches of 
Dieppe and when he makes a 
speech in the House he gallant-

MR. McINNIS
some people say the C.C.F. is 1 
in bad company. That’s -right, 1 
said Mr. Mclnnis — but the I
C.C.F. can’t help it if they must 1 
associate each session with Coal- 1 
itionists.

Anyway, he said, there are ■ 
compensations—and if Coalition ■ 
company doesn’t do the C.C.F. ■ 
any good, C.C.F. company no ■ 
doubt helps Coalitionists.

Mr. Mclnnis had a bouquet ■ 
for Mr. Kenney.

He said that minister is il 
capable administrator of his de- I 
partment.

AND AS FOR Tom King—1 
Mr. Mclnnis said he has made 1 
a substantial contribution to the 1 

! House and he marvels at Mr. ■ 
j King’s wit and technique in 1 
, putting it ovzr and he wonder-1 

ed why Mr. King stays in Gpl-1 
den instead of going to Holly-1 
wood where he would doubtless I 
be a success and perhaps get ||

I an Oscar.
Esquimau’s Charles Beard had I 

a lot of good suggestions, the 
best one that there is too much 
talk in the House and M.L.A.’s !

: should be forced to sit down after ; 
30 minutes.

He had great pity for cabinet 
ministers, said they work too 
hard and that there should be at 
least two more. Fellow Coalition­
ists looked about hopefully at 
this. Everyone except Mrs. Hod­
ges wants to be a cabinet minis- 

! ter. Mr. Beard admitted to disil­
lusions since coming to the House 
—the biggest being that a private 
member plays so little part in 

! any of the larger constructive 
I measures of government.
| Mr. Beard came out flat-footed- 
ly, and in defiance of the govern- 

; ment, when he calmly anounced 
this province is overspending.

He said the government had
> better master the situation be- 
. fore it masters the government.
1 AND THEN he said a remark-
• able thing for a government sup- 
■ porter; he said it was probably

futile for him to ask legislation
* to curb iome firms charging too 
i high prices “as we are so wedded
- to the antiquated slogan of “free
> enterprise”—we have too many
- discontented people who will,
, quite rightly, make every effort 
t to put this seemingly helpless 
t government out of power.
t In my opinion we are their pro-

crutches, quite a remarkable 
feat and one requiring courage.

DR. LAIRD—one of the three 
M.D.’s in the House—dealt 

[largely with hospitalization. He 
| spoke from his personal experi­
ence, said there must be more 
hospital beds in this province.

He suggested the government 
immediately inaugurate a plan 
for a university medical school. 
He said “my suggestion is we : 
have the courage to build a j 
500-bed university hospital on 
the campus- and that this hos­
pital should be the nucleus for 
a U.B.C. medical faculty.

“IT MIGHT BE the treat­
ment centre for all social ser­
vice old age pensioners, in­
digents and referred cases from 
the whole province. Dr. Laird 
said a campus hospital in op­
position to many members of 
the medical profession, “be-

Mr. Anscomb and Premier 
Johnson looked stunned at all 
this.

They hastily thumbed 
through their copies of the es­
timates and lo and behold each 
was different.

Mr. Anscomb said it was no 
doubt an error in printing.

ALL THIS, following the 
! C.C.F. discovery that the gov­
ernment is budgeting for 11 
paid cabinet ministers when the

probably do more good. This| 
province was developed by cal-1 
loused hands and no 40-hour 
week either.

MB. PUTNAM felt sure we’d 
all have to get back to bigger 
and better callouses and no fool­
ishness like a 40-hour week.

he didn’t seem toHowever, 
apply this to his beloved farm- ■ 
ers. *

He said young people won’t ■ 
stay on the land because they ■ 
see how hard their parents ■ 
work and how farm women get ■ 
round shouldered carrying wat- ■

Twenty-five per cent of B.C. I 
farmers, he said, have no mod- ■ 
ern conveniences and it’s high ■ 
time conditions were made a ■ 
little easier for farmers and jl 
their wives.

“I’M GOING to tell you,"’ |1 
said Mr. Putnam, “the farmer |1 
is getting pretty well fed up il 
and as long as I’m head of this I 
department I’m going to do my jl 
best to raise his standard of I 
living.'*

C.C.F. Mr. Turner from Van­
couver East came next. He said ! 
all Mr. Putnam did was paint 
a picture of gloom. He said he 1 
had hoped to find something in" 
Mr. Putnam’s speech about the ' 
government’s agricultural pol- 

! icy—but nary one little bit of 
! policy could he find.
! MR. TURNER then told the 
I government to get busy and 
operate Its own automobile in­
surance, as the C.C.F. govern­
ment does in Saskatchewan.

’ ; This would not only make 
| insurance cheaper, he said, but 
! would give the government 
' some extra money for the treas- 
? ury, instead of letting profits 
1 go into private enterprise.
; Mr. Turner, being a devoted 
‘ I Socialist, pleaded for a planned 

j economic program in the north. 
*j But if development la left 
'I to private enterprises, he said.
1 ; there will be no plan, only hit 
B and miss piecemeal exploitation.

I GENERALLY it was not an 
s exciting day.
0 Little business was done.
*• Prorogation indeed looked 
d way in the distance. Members 
'• frequently slipped out fdr tea

and a smoke.
d Mr. King, lucky men, went
* fen»^

very red faced indeed.
Later in the day Mr. An- 

scombe announced it was mere­
ly a mistake in printing, that 
the budget is perfectly in order 
and that he never fires anyone 
just because they make a mis­
take.

THE MINISTER of agricul­
ture, Mr. Putnam, made a 
speech. As always, when this 
honest dirt farmer speaks, the 
House took on a sort of barn­
yard atmosphere. Mr. Putnam 
dug deep into the soil and 
hurled agricultural statistics 
about in orderly fashion.

He. got away from the land a 
little when he said the C.C.F.'ers 
have toned x down in recent 
years. Burnaby's Mr. Winch

lectors and are failing to fulfil1 
our responsibilities in this re­
spect.”

The government isn’t very bu­
siness-like, anyway, said Mr. 
Beard, because there is too much 
dilly-dallying getting the session

his desk



I House Studies 
! Revamped B.C.j 
I Mines Act

VICTORIA — (CP) — British I 
! Columbia's rewritten coal and 8 

metalliferous mines regulation!
J act—product of almost a year's I 
I study by government, industry I 
and labor—has reached the leg- g 

I islature.
Repealing the original actsl 

I and all their amendments, the I 
new acts will become operative I 

I June 1. The two bills were in-1 
troduced by mines minister R.l 

I C. MacDonald and formally put| 
through first reading.

They will be debated on sec­
ond reading later in the session.|

! Both bills in draft form were!
S discussed with management and! 
j labor at public hearings in main!

centres of the province last year,»
I and since both sides reached!
R agreement it is not anticipated! 
a the new act will provoke any!
| battles on the floor of the house.|

Censor Board 
lightens Rules

VICTORIA—In future the mo- 
I tion picture censor may official-1 I ly classify any film he sees fit as 
| adult entertainment. I
1 This is provided for in an l 
I amendment to the Moving Pic- 8 

tures Act introduced in the Leg-1 
islature by Attorney-General 
Gordon Wismer. I

The amendment says “where B 
a film is so classified, the cen-1 
sor may require that there be 
displayed prominently the 

J words ‘adult entertainment’ in 
B such of the advertising of 
8 the film as he deems necessary."

VTURDAY, MARCH 27, 1948 TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 1948

Now The Wear'Em-Out Half
Third session of B.C.’s 21st Legisla­

ture is about half-way through. There 
have been four weeks of solid talk 
and nothing much else. That always 
happens—despite good resolutions to 
the contrary as the session starts each 
year.

It is usually this time in a session 
that the government commences to 
rush in legislation so quickly that no 
one could possibly keep up with it. 
Result in the past has been more than 
one embarrassing mistake in legis­
lation.

The way M.L.A.’s unofficially agree 
among themselves that they are fed 
up and set a date for prorogation— 
and then rush everything through by 
that date is nothing short of indecent. 
M.L.A.’s, encouraged by the gov­
ernment—which finds a legislative 
session a nuisance—seem to forget 
they are conducting the people’s busi­
ness—and that the people are paying 
them $3000 each a year—a total of 
$144,000—to do it. They should do 
it properly.

End of last year’s session was

nothing short of ridiculous. It will 
be remembered the House sat until 
5:30 a.m.—so groggy and tired nobody 
knew what was happening. Because 
of this many mistakes slipped through. 
Such a performance—in the interests 
of what we call democracy—should 
not be repeated. The public may 
think such a wear-’em-out, drag-'em- 
down spectacle is a lark—but that 
will last only for so long.

A few days ago in the legislature, 
two M.L.A.’s, John Mclnnis of Fort 
George and Charles T. Beard of Esqui­
mau, asked the government to start 
the session earlier in the year. This 
should be done. This year, to be sure, 
there was a reason for delay—change 
in premiers and two by-elections. But, 
by and large, the session should start 
not later than Jan. 10 each year.

As Mr. Beard said—the government 
should have its legislation ready. 
There is no excuse for the annual 
delay in this matter. It is not good 
enough to have the House sitting four 
weeks before there is much sign of 
sessional business. And that is the 
government’s job.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1948

Including A Start On Kingsway
Public Works Minister E. C. Carson 

in his report to the legislature Tues­
day listed what he hopes his depart­
ment wiU do in the coming year. It 
sounded impressive. Governments 
always pay political attention to their 
public • works departments as more 
than one election has been won on 
promises of public works.

Mr. Carson once more made refer­
ence to the widening of Kingsway, so 
a city the size and importance of Van­
couver may have a decent approach 
to it. We have heard a lot about 
Kingsway in the past and one would 
have thought something would have 
been started by now. Mr. Carson, 
however, did say tenders for the first 
unit will be called in 10 days. But 
it sounded like old stuff when he 
added, “every effort is going to be 
made to have the work completed at 
the earliest possible date.”

The minister was not so unwise as 
to forecast date of completion of the 
John Hart Highway, from Prince 
George to Dawson Creek—linking 
Vancouver by road with Fairbanks, 
Alaska. He did say it is hoped to have 
the Hope-Princeton-Kaledin highway

ready for traffic this time next year. 
It was a splendid program of bridges 
Mr. Carson put forth. He cautioned 
that their completion will be depend­
ent on supply of materials and avail­
ability of labor. It whs noted from 
his speech that construction of public 
buildings has largely bogged down— 
though it would be unfair to blame 
the department for this. Mr. Carson 
announced no new program of build­
ings—though many are needed—a 
new provincial infirmary to take the 
place of disgraceful, fire-trap Marpole 
and a new boys’ industrial school, so 
that wayward youths may get a 
chance.

Much of the minister’s speech was 
rehash. The public should not be too 
awed with the whole picture. Much 
of what Mr. Carson said has been 
said before. His speech sounded per­
haps a little bigger and more splendid 
than actual conditions warrant. Never­
theless, his department is doing work 
as well as it can, with the money at 
its disposal and considering present 
difficult supply conditions. By and 
large British Columbians may feel j 
satisfied with the progress being | 
made on their roads and bridges.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1948

Day In The House

Bridges Are First 
In Roads Program

B.C/s Rood Program 
To Cost $18,600,000

By J. K. NESBITT
VICTORIA.—The minister of 

public works, Hon. E. C. Car- 
son, held the spotlight when 
the House got back to business 
Tuesday,after the Easter recess.

The youngest member of the 
cabinet—he was born in June of 
1894—gave a careful account­
ing of all the vast undertakings 
of his department, which is al­
ways target for much criticism, 
no matter how good a job it 
does.

At the start of his speech, Mr. 
Carson congratulated his bro­
ther R. H. Carson on his eleva­
tion to the Speaker’s chair. The

Mr. Carson made a nice pres­
entation indeed, showed he is 
alive to the road needs of the M 
province, but is not going to be P1 
stampeded into running hog wild I 
with public funds. He believes 
in a planned program, meth- [EjK 
odically worked out. M.L.A.’s |9Kjj 
hope all his plans will come 
true, for they know there is g 
nothing makes taxpayers and H 
voters so mad as bumpy roads jj 
and rickety bridges.

Peace River’s C.C.F. Mr. Cors- IB 
bie, who will become a bride­
groom next week—the last of [1 
the legislature’s bachelors — 
briefly mentioned the budget PI 

Carson brothers used to have | an(j the sales tax. He said the g 
political differences, the min-1 people of this province do notgl 
ister being a Conservative and j want an increase in living costs, fi 
the speaker a Liberal. However.1 and that is what the sales taxi 
they are now joined in coalition wm <j0< why, said Mr. Corsbie, g 
and see things through the same even some Liberal associations 
political eye — temporarily at are opposed to the sales tax; 
least. j apparently, he said, it’s only the

MR. CARSON told how the Tories who want the sales tax. 
government will spend many | «.THATS NOT SO,” said Con­

servative Mrs. Rolston, who is 
as bitter in her condemnation of 
the tax as the C.C.F. Mr. Cors­
bie then said he is gravely con­
cerned about the amount of 
money B.C. is reaping from 
liquor. This sort of thing, he 
said isn't economic — because 
the more liquor the government 
sells the more money it has to 
spend curing alcoholism and 
trying to patch up broken 
homes.

Mr. Corsbie couldn’t under­
stand British Columbians grum­
bling about price of milk when 
they spend >57,000,000 a year 
on booze. He said liquor adver­
tising should be outlawed an^ 
there must be a program that 
will eventually wipe out all 
liquor consumption.

THEN CAME a political lec­
ture—and Mr. Corsbie was duite 

a condition that work cannot be j good at it. He said the C.C.F. 
further postponed. As he went j has no use for the L.P.P. Mr.

Corsbie said the C.C.F. stands 
for elimination of monopoly

millions in the coming year on 
roads and bridges. As one lis­
tened to Mr. Carson it became 
clear how tremendous in size is 
this province, how sparse the 
population, how costly it is to 
build roads-t-and how the isol- 

| ated farmer figures he has as 
much right to a smart smooth 
Streamlined highway as the folks 
who live in the big city.

The minister took pains to il- 
l lu strate how costs have soared 

in the last decade. For instance, 
he said, the steel work for the 
Pattullo Bridge was fabricated 
and erected, including the con­
crete deck, for $180 a ton, while 
latest bids received for similar 
types of construction are now 

: Approximately $350 a ton.
Priority will be given to 

i bridgea, Mr. Carson said—as 
the wooden structures in the 

| ^province generally are in such 
i condition that work cannot be 
urther postponed. As he went 

through the bridges, he came to 
XJUooet—his own riding — and 
ÿnly found one bridge which 
caused him to remark, he 
doesn’t look after his own dis­
trict very well. C.C.F. Mr. Gar- 

! grave muttered something about 
Lillooet being better looked 
after than his riding of Mac- I kenzie.

ONE OF HIS department’s 
!, major problems Mr. Carson said, 

is how to keep bridge replace­
ments going at a pace that will 
not make it necessary to have 

| to close any to traffic. He an­
nounced he hopes to build 40 
bridges at a cost of $2,457,000 
in the next year. This program 
includes three bridges on 

| much talked of, 
ftill far from 

; Coast road from
where the open Pacific L 
Vancouver Island’s rocks

capitalism. “That’s Commu­
nism,” snapped Mr. McDonnell. I 
Tom King got into this argu-1 
ment and shouted at Mr. Cors­
bie. Mr. Corsbie kept right on 
—the C.C.F. would outlaw the 
policy of putting profits ahead 
of human needs, it would abol­
ish all exploitation and racial 
discrimination, Instead of en­
couraging racial discrimination, 
as the coalition does. The gov­
ernment should go into the auto­
mobile insurance business, in 
order to do away with monoply 
capitalism. “You’re going to be 

►your own monopoly,” observed 
I Mrs. Hodges.

Bo the day went. Sai 
new member was tp make 
maiden meech, but called it 

«B,l when the hour grew late. 1 
1 session so far has made little

VICTORIA — Highlights of 
Public Works Minister Carson's 
address in the Legislature Tues­
day:

1—$18,600,000 to be spent on 
highways and bridges in com­
ing fiscal year.

This is divided as follows: 
$7,000,000 for maintenance 

work, — this is $1,000,000 
more than last year, but will 
not give increased work, extra 

3| money needed because of in-
1®" creased costs.

$3,100,000 for paving 465 
miles of road.

S $5,000,000 for 124 miles of 
new construction.

$2,500,000 for bridges. 
$1,000,000 for new equipment. 
2—ONLY 6a MlLEa will re­

main to be reconstructed on 
sourthern Tran-Provincial High­
way, between Vancouver and 
Grand Forks when coming 
year’s work is completed.

3—Reconstruction work west 
of Lytton will be continued and 
in vicinity of Boston Bar sev­
eral bridges will be eliminated 
by construction of concrete re­
taining walls and fills.

4—Okanagan Highway six 
miles immediately south of Ver­
non will be reconstructed.

5—Cariboo Highway, new 
road will be constructed from 
one mile south of Clinton to 
join up with new highway at 
Mile 57. At Deep Creek, north 
of Williams Lake, approach to 
new bridge at this point Will be 
constructed.

6 — IMPROVEMENTS to 
northern Trans - Provincial 
Highway—including reconstruc­
tion of section of highway ad­
jacent to Prince Rupert city 
boundary leading to new cel- 
la nese plant at Port Edward; 
other work in vicinity of Ter­
race and Kitwanga and further 
continuation of Clucultz re­
vision between Prince George 
and Vanderhoof.

7—Tenders for first unit on 
widening of Kingsway to be 
called within next 10 days and 
“every effort going to be made 
to have work completed at the 
earliest possible date.”

8—New road to be construc­
ted on Island Highway, from 
Duncan to Ladysmith, distance 
of 18 miles.

9—FOLLOWING SECTIONS 
of road Included in paving

gram in coming year:
Lougheed Highway—Vancou­

ver City limits to Maillardville,
7.5 miles; Hatzic to Pitt River,
20 miles. Trans-Canada High­
way, Hope towards Yale, 7 
miles; Trans-Canada Highway 
east of Kamloops, 13.5 miles; 
Nelson-Nelway highway, 20 
milçs; Kajnloops-Vernon road 7 
miles; Kootenay-Columbia high­
way—Golden south, 6 miles; 
Okanagan Highway—Armstrong 
to Enderby, 9 miles; the Island 
Highway—Red Gap to Quali- 
cum and Union Bay section, 211 
miles; and Parksvilie to Cathe­
dral Grove, 20 miles.

10—New bridges to be con­
structed in coming year, if ma-! 
terials and personnel are avail­
able:
Alberni, River Bend, $45,000;! 
Atlin, Bear River, $50,000;: 
Burnaby, Geishon, $15,000 and! 
Burnett, $21,000; Cariboo, | 
Springfield, $140,000 and Lik­
ely, $35,000; Chilliwack, Ved- 
der Canal, $325.000; McGilliv-1 
ray Creek, $15,000; Sumas Riv-I 
er, $45,000; Comox, Coombs, [ 
$100,000; Courtenay Slough,! 
$45,000; Diamond Crossing, f 
$180,000; Cranbrook, Yahkl 
Slough, $70,000; Delta, Canoe I 
Pass, $45,000; Dewdhey, Stave ] 
River, $200,000;.

Esquimau, Tugwell Creek, | 
$16,000, Sandstone Creek, $15,- 
000 < these three on West Coast | 
road between Victoria and Jor­
dan River); Niagra Creek, on| 
Island Highway, $50,000; Fer­
me, Coal Creek, $10,000; Fort| 
George, Garven Creek, $60,- 
000; Grand Forks, three Boun-1 
dary Creek bridges, $70,000; 
Lillooet, Red Bridge, $30,000; | 
Nelson-Creston, Kid Creek and | 
Little Kid Creek, $40,000; | 
North Okanagan, Baxter, $25,- 
000; South Okanagan, Mission I 
Creek, $27,000; Omineca, Shera-I 
ton, $25,000; Peace River, | 
Moose River, $24,000.

Salmon Arm, Sicamous Nar-I 
rows, $135,000; Revelstoke, I 
Eagle River and C.P.R. over-1 
head, $35,000 each; Similka- 
rr.een, Keogan Creek, $15,0001 
and Osoyoos Lake, $28,000; J 
Skeena Suspension, $120,000 |j 
and Porphyry Creek, $50,000; 
Yale, Fraser Canyon bridges | 
generally, $300,000.

Total of these bridges is $2,* I 
457,000.
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B.C. Cabinet 
Readies 
Health Plan

JOHN HART CELEBRATES 
69TH BIRTHDAY TODAY

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA — Today is the 

69th birthday of John Hart, 
M.L.A., who was longer a B.C. 
cabinet minister than anyone in 
the province’s history.

Mr. Hart was bom in Ire­
land’s county Leitrim March 
31, 1879, and came to Victoria 
in 1898.

He was first elected to the 
legislature in 1916 and in 1917 
became finance minister, hold­
ing that office until 1924, He 
left public life that year but re­
turned in 1933 .and was again 
named finance minister, this 
time by victorious Premier T. D. 
Pattullo.

In 1941 Mr. Hart became pre­
mier and also continued to hold

the finance portfolio until the 
spring of 1946. He left the pre­
miership last Dec. 29.

Only other person to near the 
Hart record is Mr. Pattullo who 
was 20 years a cabinet minister. 
But Mr. Pattullo had five years 
as leader of the opposition. Mr. 
Hart never served in opposition.

Mr. Hart is one of the few 
persons to attain such high 
office without tasting defeat at 
the polls somewhere along the 
way. Victoria has elected Mr. 
Hart in 1916, 1917, 1920, 1933, 
1937, 1941 and 1945. He now 
sits in the legislature as a priv­
ate member.

B.C.’s only two. living ex-pre­
miers are Mr. Hart and Mr. Pat­
tullo, who is 75.

VICTORIA—(CP)—The pro-1 
vincial cabinet is expected to 
put before a coalition caucus
shortly British Columbia’s new 
hospitalization insurance 
scheme.

Both the speech from the 
throne and Premier Byron John­
son’s “policy” speech indicated 
that the government would 
place a plan before the legisla­
ture during the current session.

Monday ' Provincial Secretary 
George S. Pearson met with 
medical and hospital leaders, in­
cluding representatives of the 

Association andB.C. Medical 
the B.C. Hospitals Association 
to discuss the hospital insurance 
scheme.

It is expected that the gov- 
work out aernment 

scheme which will provide 
benefits similar to those of the 
Blue Cross to cover all residents 
of the province.

No official announcement has 
been made of the government’s

VICTORIA—(CP) — The spe­
cial committee of the B.C. 
Legislature studying amend­
ments to the Provincial Elec­
tions Act Tuesday heard of 
problems migrating prairie folk 
were causing deputy registrars 
of voters.

G. M. Phillips, registrar gen-; 
eral of voters, read a letter from 
one deputy who reported some 
persons from the prairies were 
being registered who had lived 
in B.C. the required six-month 
period but were probably plan­
ning to return to their prairie 
homes.

Actually these persons are 
not qualified unless they have 
established their homes in B.C.

Mennonite Vote
Left Unsettled

VICTORIA — (CP) — The 
special committee of the B.C. 
legislature studying amendments 
to the Provincial Elections Act 
Tuesday declined to make any 
specific recommendations to BIRTHDAY—Celebrating his 

69th birthday today, without 
a cabinet minister’s worries 
for his first year since 1933, 
is Irish-born John Hart, now 
an M.L.A. (Story, Page 3.)

the legislature on whether or 
not Mennonite* should be ex­
tended the franchise.

The committee discussed the 
question at length and Thomas 
King, Chairman, asked for a 
motion but none was made by 
the committee members. The 
C.C.F. members of the commit­
tee made it clear that they 
would not support any motion 
which discriminated against 
other minority groups while ex­
tending the franchise to Men- 
nonites. . „,

Mennonites were registered 
previous to last year when they 
were i

Dominion Help
Urged For Roads

WorksVICTORIA ___
Minister E. C. Carson said in the 
legislature Tuesday that Britishspecifically prohibited 

from being registered on the 
voters’ list.

He outlined the need for im­
provement of * main, secondary 
and industrial roads, terming it 
dn “important phase in our 
economy.”

“Having in mind the revenue 
presently derived by. the fed­
eral government in effect from 
our natural resources, through 
income .and corporation taxes, 
and the need for American dol­
lars, we should have federal 
aid. Not only on what is pres­
ently known as the Trans-Can­
ada Highway, but also on other 
main east and wést, and north 
and south routes.”

Deputy Minister 
Of Works Retiring

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA. — (Special) — 

Public Works Minister E. C. 
Carson announced to the legis­
lature Tuesday retirement next 
June 30 of his deputy minister, 
A. L. Carruthers.

His place will be taken by 
Norman M. MacPherson, former 
commissioner of highways for 
Alberta, who is now stationed 
here with the department of 
public works.
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Large Deficit 
Faced by B.C.

Budget Short $10,000,000 
As House Opens

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—The British Columbia Legislature opened 

Jits 1948 session today to face the most serious financial 
3 situation since depression days.

The situation developed during a year in which the 
| government was tallying a surplus of $10,502,000, the largest 
Jin provincial history. %

Here is the picture:
I The revenue surplus fund, 

which two years ago amounted 
to nearly $20,000,000, has van­
ished.

The cabinet is in almost con­
tinuous session as it strives to 
balance the 1947-48 budget, 
which at present shows a deficit 
of nearly $10,000,000.
At March 31, 1947, the revenue 

surplus account contained only 
$4,305,000 not allocated, and in­
formed sources say virtually all 
of that has been used to meet 
extraordinary expenditures in the 
past 12 months.
INFLATION REASON 
The reason for the headache:

| inflation.
One remedy: a provincial sales 

| tax.
However, it is anticipated there 
will be concerted opposition from 
rural members to any suggestion 
of the tax being imposed. 
THRONE SPEECH 

This picture was painted by 
government sources today as 
Lieutenant-Governor Charles A. 
Banks opened the house with a 
900-word speech from the throne 
that promised:

Establishmentz of a clinic for 
| treatment of mental patients.

Development of a biological 
I laboratory for the fishing indus­
try.

Amendment of labor laws toj 
I improve employer-employee re- 
I lations.

Consideration of the serious1 
| hospital situation.

New public works.
Increased benefits under the 

| Workmen’s Compensation Act 
A report on developments in 

I the B.C. Scientific and Research 
I Council.
I MENTAL CLINIC

The legislature will be asked 
to approve legislation to “intro­
duce a new method of admission 
to our mental hospitals, and to 
provide a clinic for treatment of 
patients who may be saved there­
by from the stigma of being com­
mitted to a mental institutidn.” 
Dealing with the Industrial,

IAbitration and Conciliation Act 
(Bill 39), the speech said:

‘It is the intention of (the) 
government to submit for ap­
proval legislation revising anj$j 
amending our labor laws, the: 
by bringing into effect furthi 
improvements in employer-en 
ployee relations.” ___

FOREST ACT
Amendments to the Forest Act, 

and legislation dealing with agri­
culture, forecast on numerous 
occasions, were also announced.

The speech said careful study 
had been given to “a number of 
provincial-municipal problems as 
Well as the rising cost of social 
security and other important 
public services, and promised 
action “to alleviate this situa-

Steps will be taken to provide 
new technical personnel and 
facilities for the B.C. Scientific 
and Industrial Research Council 
to deal with problems relating to 
industrial chemistry, physics, ap­
plied biology, mining and other 
important fields.
CARSON SPEAKER 

The house formally appointed 
R. H. Carson, Coalition member 
for Kamloops and brother of 
Public Works Minister E. C. Car- 
son, to succeed Mr. Justice Whit­
taker as speaker.

Then it adjourned to a recep­
tion at Government House.

Earlier, Finance Minister Ans- 
comb tabled the public accounts 
of the government, showing cur­
rent income for the year ended 
March 31, 1947, totalled $56,817,- 
945.

Current expenditures were 
$46,315,294, leaving a $10,502,651 
surplus.

But — the government during 
that year had dipped deeply into 
its revenue surplus account, 
spending $4,652,490 altogether. 
This left only $4,305,000 not com­
mitted definitely.
5,000,000 ON ROADS

During the ye^r the province 
spent $15,019,142 from capital 
borrowings, including aIjnost 
$5,000,000 for highways and 
$7,611,350 for the B.C. Power 
Commission.

The balance sheet showed as­
sets amounting to $332,109,651, an 
increase of $17,061,770 over assets 
at the same time during the 
previous year.

The figures also showed that 
B.C. made a net profit of $14,- 
634,291 on its Liquor Control 
Board operations in ihe year.

That is a new record—far be­
yond the $11,194,176 profit in the 
previous year. It was even about 
$6,000,000 more than the govern­
ment expected.

If sales continue at the same 
pace, the profit for the 1947-48 
fiscal Jpar will approach, $15,-

New Member 
To Take Seat 
In Mid-Month

VICTORIA (CP) — Arthur 
J. R. Ash, Coalition government ! 
member elected in the provincial 
by-election in Saanich, is ex­
pected to take his seat in the> 
British Columbia legislature on 
March 15.

Robert Brydon, returning of­
ficer for Saanich, planned to be-g 
gin the official count for the! 
by - election Tuesday.

It is expected to take two days. 
(Ten clear days must pass after 
the official count before the elec-1 
tion writ is formally filed. J'his 
would mean that Mr. Ash, who 
received more than 1500 votes 
over His closest opponent, will 
be able to take his seat in the| 
legislature about March 15. |

Walter Hogg, the new mem-H 
ber for Cariboo, will probably | 
not be able to take his seat inn 
the House until a few days later, | 
since the official count there will| 
be held later this week.
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We// Dressed Women Add Color 
To Opening of B.C. Legislature

By HELEN EFFINGER 
VICTORIA — The Empress, like the majority of other capital city hostelries has a| 

1‘‘full house” today. Members of the B. C. Legislative Assembly, the majority of them? 
[accompanied by their wives, began arriving Monday from their homes throughout the prov- g 
[ince for the third session of the 21st Legislature, which formally opened at three o clock 6
I this afternoo :nterea(;ed ag Columbians in the ceremonies are the many late winter F
I visitors here from the other side of the Rockies. Easterners who sought the sun in Floridap 
1 in ether years have settled on Victoria to efcape part of the rigors of winters in their p
jprovmces ^ v;sjtor8 were fortunate inlobtaining seats in the galleries to view the 
[opening ceremonies in the Legislative Chamber, where seats were reserved for guests 
I representing the business, church and political life of the province.

Victoria visitors from afarj 
vere also spotted in large |

B throngs lined up outside the par-j 
lliament buildings to see the ar- 
I rival of his Honor Lieutenant-1 
I Governor Charles A. Banks who, I 
^ before proceeding up the granite |
Eg steps to the main entrance, |
I where he was greeted by B.C’sH 
J new premier, Hon. Byron L. I 
■Johnson, inspected the guard of |
$ honor. This was composed of 50 g 
Û sailors from HMCS Naden, and|
150 men from the Canadian Scot­
tish. Three bands were in at­
tendance and a 15-gun salute was]
I fired across the inner harbor.
| YEAR’S mCLIGHT

All this was a most imposing | 
[setting for what is admittedly I 
[the social event of the year ini 
[Victoria. And the feminine 1 
| guests played up to it. En masse | 
[they presented a striking pre- 
8 view of what well groomed wom-1 
I en will wear this spring. As they| 
[filed into the parliament build-i 
lings, there was time only to take!
I mental sartorial notes on a few. I 

Ail eyes of course were on| 
|Mrs. Bryon Johnson, who was!
| accompanied by her son, Bryon, | 
I Jr., who took the day off from!
I University of B.C. to attend the g 
I opening with his mother, she]
I lovely in parma purple crepe, I 
I with sable furs and small vivid!

’ ; satin ribboned touque in shades 1 
Jof purple, green and blue. With| 
■them were Mrs. Johnson’s sis- 
Iter, Mrs. B. D. Thorne of Van-1 
■couver, her black satin dress- 
1 maker suit with its black accents [ 
I topped by a fur coat against! 
[breezes that are far from| 
I springlike. Also in the party was I 
[Premier Johnson’s sister, Mrs. § 
I Lillian Russell and her daugh- ' 
[ter, Miss Joan Russell, who ar-[ 
I rived this morning from Van-| 
[couver.
[HOUSE GUEST HONORED 

Mrs. Gordon S. Wismer, who, I 
■with the attorney general, is en-| 
[tertaining prior to dinner at their | 
| Joan Crescent home tonight for| 
[their Vancouver house guest,[ 
[Mrs. E. Wynne Jones, was in[ 
[that springtime favorite, navy] 
| blue. It was .an afternoon dress [ 
[of fine crepe styled with pen-| 
[til slim skirt draped with navy I 
[taffeta panels from longer! 

hem to waistline. Her! 
were sables and her New! 

York model hat of navy straw | 
[featured a high rolled brim i 
[matching quill. Mrs. G. 
land Mrs. How

of Vancouver, were also in Mrs. | 
Wismer’s party at the opening. [

Special attention, of course, § 
was focussed on the two women | 
members, Mrs. Tilly Rolstoni 
and Mrs. Nancy Hodges, the! 
latter was in bright forest green j 
wool crepe with chic black hati 
feather-mounted on one side,| 
while Mrs. Rolston was in black. [

Her suit had the new longer | 
length skirt and the coat’s waist- [ 
line was nipped in. A large black [ 
lace picture hat was worn slight-1 
ly atilt.

The University of B.C. was] 
represented by the president, § 
Dr. Norman A. M. MacKenzie, | 
who, with Mrs. Mackenzie 
staying at Government House,! 
and by the Chancellor Hon. E. | 
W. Hamber, who arrived at the I 
Empress Monday morning with! 
Mrs. Hamber and Mrs. M. H.| 
Rice. This afternoon, Mrs. Ham* I 
her was wearing a black frock J 
of sophisticated simplicity and] 
beautiful cut Her black felt hat I 
was off face and her furs were g 
sables.

| SABLES OVER SHOULDERS
Sables were also worn over[ 

[the shoulders of a distinctive grey J 
[suit by Mrs. George H. Baillie,I
■ who accompanied her hus-[ 
[ band, CPR vice-president, Paci-1 
Jfic region, when he came over. [ 
[from Vancouver Monday morn-
| ing for the opening. In tone with | 
| her suit was the moqnstone grey 1
■ felt hat worn by Mrs. Baillie, I
■ the broad brim rolled back in I 
[front and caught with a beaded | 
[ cabochon.

Grey, also, a soft moonlit I 
II shade, was worn by Mrs. Gor-f 
J don McG. Sloan with silver foxj 
■cape and model grey hat J 
[wreathed in pastel pink flowers. [ 
[With her was her striking | 
| daughter - in - law, Mrs. David | 
[ Sloan, the former Miriam Line-1 
| ham, who wore a Piccadilly J 
| model of black English Barathea [ 
[cloth, silver fox furs and blaçk[ 
| hat trimmed with osprey tips.

Vancouver’s new U.S. Consul J 
[and Mrs. George D. Andrews, ac-| 
| companied the U.S. consul at| 
[Victoria and Mrs. Leo Callanan,] 
[the latter, tall and willowy with| 
[fair coloring, wearing black.
| CLOUD GREY CREPE

The wife of the new speaker, [ 
[Mrs. R. H. Carson, was in cloud| 
[grey crepe, scintillant 
[beaded embroidery, pink j 
| trimmed black straw 

coat :

"was tne shade of thé i 
by her daughter, Miss Betty! 
Carson, with a grey topcoat and I 
small floral hat of pink and violet! 
toned roses. Mr. Speake r’sj 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. D. J. .Car- 
son, of New Westminster, wore 
a two-piece moire silk model suit! 
and winter white hat with black j 
feather chou. Dr. and Mrs. K. 
B. Casselmann of Vancouver] 
were in the Carson party. 
BOLERO JACKET

A vestee of shell pink em-l 
broidery gave pastel accent to 
the bolero jacket of Mrs. E. T.j 
Kenney’s navy blue suit, worn] 
with navy felt chapeau andj 
brown squirrel coat. Wide taf-| 
feta bands were tailored trii 
on Mrs. Herbert Anscomb’s black 
crepe ensemble. There w e r < 
[old touches on her small black I 
iat. In ballerine mode was the 

|fine beige wool briefly jacketed 
suit worn by the wife of the new 
[minister of education, Mrs. W. 
T. Straith, whose daughter, Miss 
Mary Straith, wore black accents 
[with a powder blue dress.

Due to her recent accident, 
Mrs. Banks was unable to be 
[present at the opening of the 
legislature but received with His 
Honor the Lieltenant Governor, 
at the reception following at 
Government House.



Mace Falls in House— 
Omen for Good or Ill?

By GORDON McCALLUM
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The fellow who used to play football almost I 
within sight of the august legislative buildings completed the I 
hurdle on Tuesday from muddy fields to rich purple carpeted | 
floor.

Byron Johnson made his first appearance in the House I 
ju premier, directing the destinies of a government and a I 
people. The last time he was in the House he was a back-1 
bencher—not an obscure one, but still well back from the! 
front row. This time he was up front, without benefit of | 
previous cabinet experience.

And the legislative veterans agreed he handled everything well.I
But those who worry about good luck or bad luck1 signs are! 

wondering if there was an omen of ill—or good—in something which| 
never happened in the House before. The mace, that symbol of| 
authority, that sacred piece of metal, fell on the floor from its! 
resting place in front of Mr. Speaker. The noise wasn’t very much,! 
but in the great silence of that chamber, it was like a clap of| 
thunder.

* * *
Looking down from the press gallery, reporters could see a wild I 

variety of feminine hats. The milliners and the hair stylists must g 
have had a busy time of it.

The Tuesday afternoon opening sitting didn’t last more than!
| 40 minutes, but it was a cinch some of the ladies had spent hours § 
j roasting under the hair driers at the beauty parlors. And a loti 
| more hours being fitted for dazzling gowns. And then the No. 1§
I social headliner of the year—to sit on the floor of the House—was!
I ever in 40 minutes. Heartbreaking, it was.

* * + --
The man who hobbled outside the legislative chamber as thel 

9 lieutenant-governor and his party entered was Percy Richards, I 
S executive assistant to Premier Johnson. He hobbled because he!
I slipped recently on icy steps at Quesnel and badly sprained an ankle.]
| He's using a cane.

Mr. Richards was secretary to John Hart, ex-premier, for 121 
I years. He’s just carrying on with a new boss.

* * *
I , Mr. Hart, back from a holiday in the southern U.S., looked- 
I fresh as a daisy. And he carried a jaunty air, obviously his shoulders| 
I lightened by giving up the burden of premiership.

This time he's back-bencher. Like Premier Johnson, his position! 
I has been reversed since last session. *

* * *
When Premier Johnson nominated Bob Carson, Kamloops, as! 

| Speaker, and the House concurred, there was another bit oi cere-g 
I mony which has its beginnings wrapped up in history.

Premier Johnson and Harold E. Winch, Opposition leaderl 
I escorted Mr. Carson to the Speaker’s dais. They came up the aisle! 
I arm-in-arm, cosy like. *

But the printed program which aimounced_that Premier Johnson I 
I would move the nomination left a blank space for the name of thel 
I seconder. One could only guess that Mr. Winch didn’t agree until| 
I late to second Mr. Carson's nomination.

B.C. Liquor 
Bill Sets 
New Record

VICTORIA (CP) — British Co­
lumbians spent more on liquor 
during the Liquor Control Board 
fiscal year ended last March 31 
than any other year in history, 
and a statement of the board 
for the first six months of the 
year to end next March 31 indi­
cated the liquor bill of the prov­
ince would be still higher.

Sales for the fiscal year ended 
last March 31 totalled $47,961,515, 
an increase of $9,218,059 over the 
previous period. During that 
year the net profit totalled 
684,291.

For the six-month period 
last Sept. 39, sales to t' 
totalled $26,257,720. Net 
that period was $7,53 
paring with $6,3434105 

ended

During 1946-47 British Colum-I
bians spent $28,594,839 on wines I 
and spirits, and $19,356,674 on I 
malt liquors. During the previous § 
fiscal year $21,198,130 was spent I 
on wines and spirits and $17,564,-1 
324 on malt liquors.

Of the total liquor bill for 1946-1 
47, $8,552,501 went to the Federal | 
government in duty, excise and) 
sales taxes.

Permits issued during that I 
period to individuals totalled I 
349,169, compared with* 549,913* 
during the previous fiscal year. 1

Summary of prosecutions | 
under the Government Liquor! 
Act showed a total of 7793 for| 
the ficasl year 1946-47. Of this! 
total 2957 persons received sus-H 
pended sentence, 122 charges! 
were dismissed, 1428 went to jaill 
and 2719 paid fines. Bail wasT 

estreated for the remaining 567.1 
Fines collected totalled $135,7851 
while the estreated bail totallei 

12,635.

Hospitalization 
Scheme Near
Premier Expected to Outline! 

Plan in Friday Speech
By GORDON ROOT

From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Prospects of a provincial hospitalization| 
| plan on a contributory basis appear brighter as the legislature! 
settles down to its sessional duties.

On Friday Premier Byron I. Johnson will present to the! 
House his first report on government policy and sources 1 
close to the government say he may outline plans for legisla- ( 
tion to provide province-wide hospital coverage.

Details of the plan are not 
I known but it is believed one of 
Ithe organizations now providing 
I hospital care for employ.ee 
jroups would be commissioned 

I to extend its facilities to every- 
jone in the province.

The step which would carry 
I British Columbia a long way to- 
Iward a complete health in- 
1 surance program would be of I two-fold benefit.

CARE FOR EVERYONE
Primarily, it would provide] 

every man, woman and child in 1 
the province with hospital care ] 
when needed.

Secondly, it would increase 9 
hospital incomes, relieving the 8 
desperate financial plight which 8 
now faces these institutions and I 
reduce the drain on government g 
revenues.

The hospitalization, it is under- 1 
stood, will be compulsory for all 1 
who are not covered at present, j 
Rates, which will be nominal, will j 
be collected periodically.

The hospitalization plan, it is I 
expected, will highlight a policy | 
speech which otherwise will not | 
make very pleasant reading.

In blunt words, Mr. Johnson I 
will tell the House that British | 
Columbia is broke.
SPENDING SPREE OVER

He will report that the spend­
ing spree of the past four years I 
is over and the province is faced 8 
with the urgent need of finding J 
additional revenues.

Meanwhile, in the legislature | 
Wednesday, problems of s o c i a 11 
welfare, ranging from contribu- j 
tory old age pensions to widows' J 
allowance under the Workmen’s 8 
Compensation Act, were re­
viewed.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, (Coalition, | 
Victoria) an able and fervent! 
supporter of social reforms, in| 
moving the address in reply to j 
the Speech from the Thron 
told the House:

A contributory hospitalization 1 
program is urgently needed in| 
British Columbia.

Complete health insurance] 
should eventually be set up by j 

| the province if the Dominion fails j 
act.

Increased protection should be |
|provided for deserted wives.

The sale of undesirable liter­
ature should be banned in B.C. ]

(regarded as hint
The Victoria member’s refer-1 

lence to a hospitalization plan was I 
j of 'more than passing interer^ ta1

is traditional that the mover and! 
seconder of the Throne Speech 1 
reply forecast important legisla- [ 
tion which will be considered | 
during the session.

Her reference to the need for I 
increasing widows’ allowances [ 
under the Workmen’s Compensa-1 
tion Act also can be interpreted I 

hint of government action, j
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Vancouver Point Grey Member Scores! 
‘Promotion of Turmoil’ in Canada

By GORDON McCALLUM
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Russia was charged in the B.C. legislature 
Wednesday with defeating almost every effort to restore 
peace in the world, and with directing Communistic efforts to 
promote turmoil in Canada.

The charges came from Leigh Stevenson, Coalition mem- 
ber of Vancouver-Point Grey.
He didn’t mention Russia by 
name, but it was obvious he was 
referring to the Soviet.

Winch Raps Oil Firms 
Will Ask Gas Control

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — British Columbia oil companies were 

severely criticized as Opposition Leader Harold Winch, open­
ing the CCF attack on government policies in the legisla­
ture, examined the price and scarcity of gasoline in this

-ovince. _________j The subject, Mr. Winch admits, 
was well worked over in the by- 
election campaign, but he dis­
closed he will carry his fight for 
government control of gasoline 
distribution to the floor of the 
legislature.

Wednesday in, the House was 
interesting if not sensational.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, who is ad- 
I mittedly one of the finest women 
speakers in Canada, and who, ini 

| addition to representing Victoria I 
in the legislature is president of! 
the National Women's Liberal; 
Federation, devoted her address 
to subject social welfare and sal- 

[acious literatufe.
Air Vice Marshall L. F. Stev- 

lenson (Coalition, Vancouver- 
! Point Grey), covered many of the 
[items dealt with in the thromei 
speech.
[FINANCE AVOIDED
l But neither the mover or sec­
onder of the address in reply

leaves them in the lurch.
“The joker is of course thatj 

those upon the stage whose I 
views appear to be so utterly op-1 
posed are comrades not interest-1 
ed in welfare but in turmoil and | 
unhappiness for others but them- B 
selves.”

But the speaker found that! 
Canada is not blameless in the! 
situation.

“Perhaps we' should not have 
been in this position if our so-1 
called great Canadian leaders 
had spent more time and effort 
welding Canada into a nation . , . 
we are sadly lacking in national 
spirit . . . Perhaps this is why 
some residents in Canada have 
looked elsewhere for leadership. 
Surely this is a state we can 
improve."
URGES PENSION PLAN

On the domestic front, Mr. 
Stevenson dealt with a wide 
variety of subjects. He opposed 
any increase in milk prices, asked 
for legislation to have milk de-1 
liveries made after 7 a.m.; urged 
greater power production; and 
asked that more attention be paid 
to the tourist indusry.

Mr. Stevenson supports a na­
tional contributory pension plan 
“but if this is not quickly ar­
ranged on a national basis, then 
this province must proceed with 
some plan to relieve the situa­
tion.”

Boost Urged 
jin Timber 
[Royalties

I beaten; a country which now 
shouts defiance at those who 

a gave her the very shirts off their 
backs, a country which now de- 
feats almost universal effort to 

ft bring the world back into a fit
■ condition in which to live.”

He urged that B.C. “get our 
own house in order so that as a 

| vital and integral part of Can- 
ada, we can carry our share of 

yj the load and maintain our in- 
tegrity in any eventuality.”

[From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

| VICTORIA.—Prefabricated all- 
kteel buildings can be bought in 
[the east, shipped to the Pacific 
■coast and erected for less than 
Ithe cost of homes built with B.C. 
Dumber “from a yard a stone's 
[throw away.”
I This charge was made in the 
[Legislature Wednesday by Leigh 
[Stevenson, Coalition member for 
[Vancouver-Point Grey.
I He said prices of local lumber 
[and its fabrication into homes and 
[buildings have “passed all reason- 
lable limits.”
KvANTS ADJUSTMENT

He suggested the government 
should adjust its royalties on tim­
ber, saying:

“Our forests are beyond com­
parison to any in the world. I 
Measures now in hand to provide 
[sustained ............. . ..

The member added:
► “Surely those who have been 
blindly following leaders who 
make no secret of the source of 
their ideologies and direction 
must now be having some mis­
givings. It is one thing to rebel 
against customs and conditions 
within a country and take steps 
to try and bring about a change, 
but it is an entirely different 
matter to operate under treach­
erous and treasonable direction 
from another country with 
which apparently we have noth­
ing in common as a people and 
as a Ration.
OUT IN OPEN

“The leaders of these subver­
sive forces crawled under their 
stones during the war, but they 
are again out in the open, spread­
ing their venomous idealisr 
[far too many channels of 
social and industrial life.

; "The Canadian Legion

[stepped into the field of finance, 
the number one problem facing] 
the legislature at its present ses-1 
sion.

Presumably both speakers felt1 
that the subject should be avoided 
until Premier Byron Johnson re-j 
ports on government policy Fri-I 
day.

There was a new addition to I 
the staff in the chamber Wed-! 
nesday. In a secluded corner, 
with a panel of switches in front 
of him, sat the loudspeaker con­
trol operator whose duty it is to 
see that the appropriate micro­
phone is open when a member is 
speaking.
HART PRESENT 

John Hart was there, sitting 
for the first time in 22 years of

K„ ... „ - . effective,
[should provide us with a substan­
tial and stable industry in per­
petuity.

“Despite the highest wages in 
this lan<’ *
industry _ profits 
[from our forests at a. rate which 
well may indicate that the prov­
ince has underestimated the 
[value of its forest resources.

“The government should ex­
amine this matter carefully with 
a view to adjusting our royalties 
before too many long-term man­
agement licences are granted.

i ne Canadian Legion was 
I quick to see the subtle tentacles 
of Communism writhing in their

the House te-appointed Thomas 
Low (Coalition, Grand Forks, 
Greenwood), a» deputy speaker land at 4:18 - 1 • ' -

help to keep them strong and 
clean.”

Mr. Stevenson said tliat on the 
Canadian stage "leaders ol cer­
tain already well-paid groups 
are clamoring lor higher wages

companies be given a better op­
portunity. to study Forest Acl 
amendments. He felt that smallei 
operators did not have this oppor-

p.m. called It a day.
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'aribooMLA Does Chores 
hile Waiting For Seat

By GORDON McCALLUM
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Walter Hogg won’t be admitted to the 
poor of the legislature until somewhere around March 18, 
lut that isn’t keeping him from his new job.

Mr. Hogg, a retired rancher, was elected as Coalitioir.
member for Cariboo in the Feb.
B3 by-elections. He can’t take his 
■eat until all the formalities on 
lote-counting and ballot boxes 
have been completed, and some 
tot the ballot boxes had to be 
transported by horseback to the 
returning officer in Quesnel.
| So Mr. Hogg is in Victoria,

[doing the chores which have to 
I be done for his riding, taking 
I part in the government caucuses 
I—in fact, doing a complete job 
I except going into the legislative 
I chamber itself.
I HE DIDN’T MEAN IT

Leigh Stevenson, Coalition, I 
I Vancouver-Point Grey, didn’t I 
I mean it this way when he said I 
I this in the House on Wednesday:!

“It was the tourists or their!
I war equivalents who have been! 
[responsible for the tremendous!
| increase in our population during| 
I the last five years.”

What he meant was that the] 
| tourists and servicemen who|
■ came to B.C. during the war liked! 
Bit so well, that some of them re-1 
■turned to stay. He^ wasn’t talk-1 
|ing about the birtli rate.

Ex-Premier John Hart strolled I 
Jinto the press room, admitted I 
8that when he goes to work these | 
j mornings, he has to watch him-| 
I self to keep from driving to the! 
g legislative buildings instead of 1 
| his business office. After years | 
I of driving to the buildings eachj 
[morning, it’s hard to change a| 
[habit.
[polished delivery

When Mrs. Nancy Hodges, I 
| Coalition, Victoria, made her! 
|speech Wednesday, her voice was! 
[slightly hoarse as a result of a| 
I cold. But it didn’t stop her from! 
[making the polished delivery for| 
|which she is famous.

Harold Winch, CCFdeader, get-1 
■ting ready for his Thursday! 
■speech, reached his office at the[ 
■legislative buildings at 6:45 a.m.f 
■Wednesday. And he’d been up| 
■until 2:45 a.m. doing research for] 
lit. His fact-hunting had to be done]
■ after Tuesday’s speech from the| 
| throne.
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Press Gallery Fellows 
iPoor Insurance Risks

By GORDON McCALLUM
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — If the insurance companies ever had ai 
look at the steep stairs up which the reporting fellows have|i 
to clamber to reach the Legislature’s press box, they’d!:! 
probably shuddep-and put them down in the “increased risk” 
class.

Duff Pattullo, former premier of B.C. clambered up the j 
Thursday, stayed* r™^"|

was a little fearful that his voice |j 
wouldn’t hold out for all of his t] 
Thursday speech. But when he; 
sat down two hours and many 
words later, it was still strong. I 
Both sides of the House agree;! 
that Mr. Winch is one of the | 
ablest speakers in the Legisla­
ture. There are many who dis- Ij 
agree with his philosophies, but| 
they listen to him.

■ steps on
[throughout Harold E. Winch’s 
[two hour speech, and gingerly 
[made his way down again.
| PORTLY PATTULLO

It wasn’t easy for portly Mr.
I Pattullo. It’s not easy for any- 
I one.

“I wish you fellows had spoken 
[to me about this when I was 
I premier,” he ■ grumbled. ‘I’d 
[have done something about it.”

Mr. Pattullo, who left the 
[premiership when John Hart 
[went in, is around the Legisla­
ture pretty regularly these days 
0 And as honorary president of the 
[press gallery, he gets up to the 
[press box once in a while.
[proud grandparents

About the proudest grandpar- 
Sents in these parts are Don 
§Brown, Coalition, Vancouver Bur- 
Id rard, and Mrs. Brown. For a 
I couple of days now they’ve been 
I parading their son, daughter-in- 
8law and tiny grandson around 
| these August Halls. Any time 
it h i s corner saw the group, 
! Grandpa: Brown was carrying the 
|little fello4frTN=>eemed like no one 
| else could get ^^turn at all, at 
| all.

Harold E. WinchX CCF leader,

| Power Rat 
Cuts Studied 
For Island

a From The Vancouver Dally Province g 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Rate reductions 
| ranging from 30 to 50 per cent 
1 have been achieved by the B.C.
I power commission in 11 of the 
118 power districts it serves. ,

Premier Blron Johnson made 
[the announcement to the legis- 
[ lature on Friday.

He said further cuts may come:
“The commission is studying 

[rates on Vancouver Island and 
| expects to introduce new rates 
I in the Albérni area, the Nanaimo- 
I Duncan areas, and other districts 
| supplied by new John Hart 
| hydro-electric development at 
| Campbell River. }X is expected 
[these reductions will be made 
| by April 1.”

Premier Johnson said a new 
[pulp mill and sawmill at Port 
I Alberni has contracted for 10,000j 
| horsepower, and “the commission 
[is negotiating for a furthër; 
1 10,000 horsepower for another 
| new pulp mill. A third mill is 
9 under consideration for Vancou-J 
Jver Island. If it is constructs 1 
jit will require 35,000 to 50,0'
I horseuower.”

[Here’s Why 
>.C. Faces 
deficit:

t'rom The Vancouver Daily Province I 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Here’s why 8 
British Columbia’s financial sit- g 
uatiôn is bad, according to Pre­
mier Johnson:

The province had expected 1 
| "that by January, 1948, _ there | 

would be 16,670 old-age* pen-1 
sioners. Instead, it had 21,305 1 
and will have 25,000 by De- [

I cember next.
By 1947 agreement, each ap­

plicant is sole B.C. responsi- g 
bility if he has lived in B.C. | 

j more than 18 months.
I PENSION COSTS UP

Old age pension costs were I 
I $1,900,000 in 1945,46; will bel 
I $5,000,000 in 1948-49.

Unemplovables, receiving so- 
I cial allowances, are increasing [
] by 2000 yearly.

Per capita costs of social 1 
I services rose from $1.60 in i 
1 1944-45 to $2.07 in 1946-47. |

More money had to be given | 
| to hard-pressed hospitals.
I SOCIAL SERVICES

Costs of all social services !
I increased from $9,300,000 in § 
11945-46 to $19,346,000 in 1948-49. S 

Municipalities are asking the [ 
| province to pay 60 per cent | 

of educational costs, instead | 
I of 40 per cent.

Expenditures in 1946-47 were! 
| $46,309,000; for 1947-48 they 1 
are estimated at $65,644,000, an j 
increase of $19,344,000 in onef 

I year.
Appropriations from the sur-1 

I plus account have cut it to] 
$4,661,374, nearly all of it com­
mitted fdr school construction. I



BC Seeks More Revenue; 
lEntire Surplus Used Up

I Winch Hits Government
iFor Information ‘Ban’

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—B.C.’^ Johnson-Anscomb coalition govern-1 

I ment was accused in the legislature Thursday with bringing! 
|down the “iron curtain” on information from the premier's! 
I office. _ • _

The charge came from CCF leader Harold E. Winch.
The 40-year-old head of the Opposition turned on his | 

| full oratorical guns to blast away at the government in a£ 
I two-hour speech which was without bitterness.

His ‘iron curtain" charge dealt*
i specifically with information 
1 which he thought that he, as 
a opposition leader, should get 
I from the premier. He complained 
| that Mr. Johnsoq wasn't doing 
| it like John Hart did it when he 
I was premier.

"The former premier," he said, 
1 "gave me every reasonable ac- 
[jcess to information. And the ex­
il premier never had a confidence 
I broken. But now there has come

down a great iron curtain on facts 1 
which should be available to the | 
leader of the opposition.”

Mr. Winch didn’t spaie his ad­
jectives as he walloped the gov-§ 
ernment.

He accused it of “indecision, I 
inactivity and stumbling,” said it I 
was "irresolute and lacking of 8 
courage at a time of auspicious | 
economic circumstances," and,, he | 
said, there was stupidity.

I‘Conservatives Come to-Heel’
When Premier Hart retired, he 

% said, there was left an impression 
| that “everything is rosy; things 
■ were never better." But now, he 
jj] stfid,- just two months after Byron 
| Johnson took over as premier, 
I Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Victoria, in 
I her speech referred to “the most 
I difficult times in the history of 
I the province.”

He said Premier Johnson did 
I not become premier of the Coali- 
Ition government without a battle 
I with the Progressive Conserva­
tives.

Mr. Johnson, a Liberal, he said, 
■fought with “his spouse, the Con­
servative leaders, to a point close 
|to divorce." He wondered what 
[brought them together. N

“You’d like to know," inter­

jected Herbert Anscomb, min-1 
ister of finance and Conservative | 
leader.

“But I can guess," Mr. Winch I 
fired back. “I can guess that the | 
Liberals were prepared to go it | 
alone and form a minority gov-1 
ernment, and then the Conserva­
tives came to heel."
- Mrs. Hodges, said Winch, had I 
now told of a period of difficulty | 
which the CCF had forecast.

“And in doing so, year after | 
year, “we were regarded 
prophets of gloom.

“There was blindness and stu-1 
pidity on the part of Liberals! 
and Conservatives in facing 
situation which you now point! 
out as existing." 1

| Advocates Health Scheme
He described the speech fromjtlons or with the Blue Cross. 

■ the throne as “the most bankrupt I Any plan, to be successful, must 
S of all in stumbling and uncer- be laid down and administered 
gtainty" of the 17 he has heard by the province itself.
I since he has been in the House. 
I Mr. Winch charged that in the 
ICariboo Feb. 23 by-election, 
■people who are dead, or who 
■have left the riding, are still on

“I am convinced that the prov-| 
ince can lay down a self-support-1 
ing plan which will not cost as I 
much to the individual as the I 
present Blue Cross plan of $151

the voters’ list and that others a year to the individual 
Jvoted in their names. He called! “One serious illness can bank- 
lor a revision in the Election fupt the average working class 

I Act ! family for years to come.’*
“The provincial government is! Mr. Winch said B.C.’s popula- 

just asking Ottawa for the same tion is 1,047,000 of whom 756 000 
thing tfhich it has been asking " ... — -
year after year."

There are reports, he said, that 
I the government is going to bring 
|in a health insurance scheme. 

He wanted to remind the House 
at "seven times the CCF has 

defeated on health insur- 
utions brought before

U11 a,uti,uvv UX WllOm VDO.UUO ,
me adults. Deducting Indians and! 
too

overnment does bring

lose covered by veterans’ legis-l 
lgtion, there remain 722,000. I 

He advocated a hospital! 
scheme of $10 a year for the! 
722,000 at $10 each "with no! 
charge for children.’’ To this! 
fund of $7,220,000 he would add! 
tj?e present, $3,000,000 annually! 
contributed to hospitals by the! 
provincial government and mu ' '

I Plan for Education Costs
a If 200,000 persons enter hos- | 
Spital each year, with an average
■ bill of $50, and with administra-! 
Stion costs set at eight per cent,! 
y the total would be $10,800,000,1 
| "very close to the $10,220,000 II 
| suggest as a fund.”
“ The opposition leader scored | 
™Sb government's automobile in-1 
Insurance plan charging that it is| 
■far more costly than the govern-1 
I ment sponsored car insurance ofjl 
■Saskatchewan.
I He noted that the municipal!-1 
Sties are complaining about the§ 
■cost of education and offered the! 
I CCF solutiop, involving the as-|
■ sumption of all school costs by|
■ the province and the establish-1
■ ment of an equitable mill rate! 
I for education throughout B.C.
1 „Such a plan, Mr. Winch ad-| 
Emitted, would not cover current! 
fej expenditures and the amortiza-| 
I tion of capital costs but he ar-| 
|gued that a' portion of the pro-1 
|j fits of the Consolided Mining I 
land Smelting Co., the H. R. Mac-8 
|MiUan Co., and the Canadian! 
1 Western Lumber Co. could be| 
I utilized.
I The report of the MacDonald! 
I Royal Commission on the manu-§ 
| facture and distribution of oil! 
I products returned to the lime-1
■ light as Mr. Winch examined the! 
S price of gasoline and the short-[ 
I age of the fuel in the province.! 
I He noted that 70 per, cent of § 
I the Imperial Oil Company’s stock f 
| is owned by Standard Oil of New L
■ Jersey and that the Standard Oil!
B organization is being investigat- f 
|ed by the U.S. Attorney General 
Ion price fixing charges. L
I Oil companies in British Col-1
■ umbia, he charged, are still using I 
1 the sales realizàtion method of f 
[fixing prices, despite the déclara-1 
I tion in the MacDonald report I 
| that such a method is not satis- f 
I factory.
| Imperial Oil, he found, had I 
g paid in dividends since 19 341 
g more than $13,000,000 each year.
0 The opposition leader then!
■ turned his attention to the Douk- I 
ghobor problem, reading from! 
■the translation of a letter pur-1 
gportedly written by J. J. Verigin I 
■which offered members of the! 
■sect an opportunity of joining a I

iew group provided they agree!
■ to refuse Canadian citizenship 
■refuse to swear the oath of al-g 
■legiance and renounce any wqrg 
■lervice with the Canadian Array.!

The Sullivan report, he said,! 
■should be presented to the Leg-| 

islature so that its recommenda-| 
lions can be considered and 

■solution sought.
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'rentier Johnson Outlines 
Government Program

By GORDON ROOT <
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislature and the people of British 
olumbia learned today the Provincial government:

Has reached the end of its revenue surplus fund ;
Is considering a general compulsory hospitalization plan; 
Will provide further aid for municipalities ;
Must increase revenues and reduce expenditures to bal- 

ince its budget for the coming fiscal year.
In his first report on government policy. Premier Byron 

Johnson painted a gloomy picture of the financial position 
f the province, its municipalities, its schools districts, and its 
iospitals.
*But his only reference to solutions planned by his admlnlitrs- 

on were in generalities.
The Industrial Conciliation Act, Mr. Johnson said, will be 

mended but the government plans to retain the compulsory strike 
ote and the other broad principles underlying the legislation.

Revenue Surplus Fund ‘Empty’
The revenue surplus fund, which totalled more than $16 million 

n April 1, 1944, now contains only $300,000 that has not been 
llotted.

“This means there is little or no reserve left with wtych to 
leet abnormal economic conditions now confronting the province.** 

In the current fiscal year, he disclosed expenditures will total 
H 65,644,000, which is $7,000,000 more than anticipated, 
v. “Every indication points toward a further substantial increase 
, n expenditures during the coining fiscal year.

“The province has been caught between rising costs, due to 
. xpansion of public services, particularly social services and 

ducation, and the spiral of inflation.”
In contrast to the $10,000,000 surplus of 1946-47, the end of the 

>i current fiscal year will produce a slim $356,000 revenue in excess 
k >f expenditures.

He told the municipalities the government has implemented 
ill the recommendations in the Goldenberg report for which it is 

I esponsible, with one exception, and that the municipalities should 
p ‘fulfil their end of the undertaking.”
b The administration, he said, is “prepared to submit to the 
E legislature measures for granting still further assistance."

What form this aid will take, he did not explain, but his 
E declaration that “it meet the desires of the municipalities'* was 
H interpreted here as indicating a form of provincial sales tax.
K Flatly he told the civic administrators of the province that' 

inflated costs cannot be assessed against deflated assessments” 
nd that the assistance planned will be the government's final effort 

d remedy the financial troubles of the cities, towns and villages 
jgflpf the province.

'roblems Covered in Detail
The prepared text in the 90-minute address covered in detail 

jfjthe problems of government resulting from “the spiral of inflation.** 
1-- <Df the plan for providing universal hospitalization, the prepared 

j i text of the Premier’s address said only the government had been 
Jp itudying the problem “and proposes to submit to the House, 
™ümeasures designed to bring hospitalization within the financial 

each of the people.”
At a press conference prior to the opening of the day’s session,

! indicated, however, he might extemporaneously expand this 
ief reference.

The financial difficulties he outlined were as extensive as they 
rere numerous.

The government's share of hospital costs have doubled in the 
it year.

Changes in old age pension regulations and pension increases 
have jumped the province’s share from less than $2,000,000 in 1945- 

$6, to an estimated $5,000,000 in the coming fiscal year.
Social allowances in 1947-48 will be double the amount 

tequired in 1945-46.
I On the revenue side of the picture, Mr. Johnson placed his 

hope for aid largely in the Dominion government’s implementation 
l the social security provisions of the green book proposals.

'ost of Measures Skyrockets
Despite the fact that cost of these measures has skyrocketed in 
British Columbia from $9,000,000 in 1945-46 to an estimated $19,000,w 

1 in the coming fiscal year he indicated curtailment of social 
(ervices is not being considered.
j The Dominion government, he reported, had collected $140,- 

(OO.OOO from income and corporation taxes and succession duties in 
6-47, and current, payments to the province amount to $23,000,000 
16 per cent.

Believing the time has arrived when social security proposals 
hould be discussed with the Dominion government, Mr. Johnson 

dd, he had visited Ottawa to confer with the Prime Minister.
“I was encouraged to believe something would be done in con- 
i. the

P1*

“I, therefore, propose to make the necessary arrangements to 
I prepare British Columbia’s case to be presented to Ottawa for 
I implementation of social security measures.”

There was a hint of a thorough examination of the administra- 
Ition of hospitals throughout B.C. in the Premier's analysis of 
I increasing costs for these institutions.

The 100.per cent jump in these costs in the last' 12 month 
I period, he reported, is far beyond increase in living costs.
I “It would seem,” he continued, “that administration of hospitals 
■ require more strict examination to ensure that the maximum of 
I service is obtained for the money expended.”
I Position on Social Services

Mr. Johnson related to the House the position of the govern- 
Iment on social services, a position that has developed from an 
[increase in per capita costs from $1.60 to $2.07 between 1944-45 
[and 1946-47.

The relaxation of old age pension regulations, which places on 
I British Columbia the responsibility for caring for recipients who 
1 moved to this province 18 months ago has raised the number of 
[new cases by 2000 a year.

Despite the introduction of unemployment insurance on a 
[national scale, the province is still responsible for unemployed who 
[have used up their insurance benefits.

The number of unemployables, who are a charge <m the 
I province, is increasing.

Mr. Johnson urged school districts show greater restraint in 
| expenditures, particularly with respect to the construction of new 
| buildings.
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! Province is Broke, Too; 
Premier Predicts Action

By GORDON McCALLUM
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — B.C. is like the family man who is taking I 
home the fattest pay cheques he ever had. but there’s still j 
not enough to buy the canned peas and milk and bread and 5 
butter for his children.

Inflation in costs has hit the family man. B. C. as a j 
province, has been hit by an inflation in both costs and places 
that it has to spend its money. People are asking for more g 

things. For instance they want| 
the government to pay 60 per| 
cent of educational costs instead | 
of 40 per cent.
NEW REVENUES 

That adds up to revenue* 
sources some place. A sales taxg 
could be one of them. And al-| 
ready there’s a fight there. The| 
municipalities want to cut iii if| 
there’s a sales tax. The junior | 
boards of trade don’t want a g 
sales tax at all. They argue that| 
anything added to costs are hit-g 
ting at the family man who has I 
to buy new shoes for his four of | 
five children next week. The| 
family man’s dollar is pretty thing 
now and he doesn’t want it thin-j 
ner. 1

On Thursday, Harold E. Winch! 
said that when John Hart left! 
as premier, things were said toi 
be “all rosy.” He argued that§ 
obviously they were not.

Friday’s speech by Premier 
Johnson seemed to indicate that| 
he didn’t think so, either.

spend its money.
In the sense that B.C. hasn’t 

enough dollars for what it has 
to ,do, it’s broke; just the same 
as the family man, trying to 
stretch his dollars, feels that he, 
too, is continually broke. There 
just isn’t enough money coming 
in.

The family man has dug into 
his cash reserves.

B.C. did that, too.
SURPLUS GONE 

And now both are wondering, 
“where do we go from here?” .

Premier Byron Johnson frank­
ly told the legislature Friday that 
all the big surpluses of the past 
few years — they totalled around 
$42,000,000 — just aren’t there. 
They’ve been spent. And he 
made it clear that they were 
spent on things that the govern­
ment felt had to be done. On 
things like $15,000,000 for extra 
road maintenance.

In a way it was a pretty gloomy 
I picture which the premier gave 
in his maiden speech as premier. 
PENSIONERS INCREASE 

First of all B.C.’s old age pen­
sioners will number 25,000 by the 
end of the year. The total is 
growing rapidly because of 
people coming from other prov­
inces. All of its social service 
charges have increased.

Mr. Johnson, who generally 
speaks rapidly but without ran­
cor, sounded almost mad as he 
complained that Ottawa takes in 
$139,000,600 this year in income 
taxes from B.C. and pays back 
only $23,000,000 to the province 
on the deal. Part of the pact was 
that Ottawa was going to intro­
duce the famous Green Book 
proposals on social services, 
which would take the old age 
pension load off B.C.’s neck. And 
Ottawa hasn’t done it. And Pre­
mier Johnson is annoyed,

The premier obviously want» 
more to be done for the people,, 
especially on hospitalization. But 
he warned that it will take 
money, and B.C. hasn’t got any— 
that is, any to spare, even though 

I it’s getting lots in comparison, 
with other years.
BUDGET EXPECTED 

The province may know the 
full picture in less than twoj 
weeks. There was talk Friday 
that the budget will come down 
about March 17 or 18.

It’s anybody’s guess what the 
total will be. Last year, expenses 
were budgetter at $58,000,000. It’s 

pretty safe bet the 1948-49 
will be far beyond t 
perhaps even appi 
‘ 000 even wih liquor 

‘ it a new
annual

is maint
tax

B.C. to Resume 
Negotiations 
To Extend PGE
From The Vancouver Dally Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—B.C. will re­

sume negotiations soon with I 
the trâtiscontinental railways 1 
and the Federal government | 
on the extension of the Pacific | 
Great Eastern Railway.

Premier Byron Johnson told I 
the legislature ex - Premier I 
John Hart, as president of the| 
PGE, will represent B.C. ini 
the negotiations. They will beg 
resumed as soon as W. M. | 
Neal, C.P.R. president, returns | 
from a vacation.

premier Predicts Action 
j On Hospitalization Plan

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The Provincial Legislature listened 
I intently Friday afternoon as a new figure, standing in the 
] premier’s place, outlined government policy on social wel- 
Jfare, finance, municipal aid and the price of gasoline.

In an address that, at times digressed completely | 
[from his written text, Byron Ingemar Johnson told the 
■ House that: he will not be in*
I office long before a hospitaliza- 
|tion plan is put into effect.

He is definitely concerned over, 
(the cost of social services.
8 NO MUNICIPAL GRANTS

There is little hope the pro- 
I vincial grants to municipalities 
Ifor construction and maintain- 
lance of trunk highways recom- 
g mended in the Goldenberg re- I port, will become effective this 
I year.

The problem of finding an 
g equitable solution to the compli- 
gcated gasoline price fixing prob- 
I lem is very difficult but a 
g remedy is being sought.

Mr. Johnson, speaking for the 
I first time from the cabinet 
8 benches, lacked the polish of his 
1 two predecessors in the pre- 
Jmier’s chair who listened to his 
8 address.
| DELIVERY BETTER

But his delivery was much 
I improved over public platform 
| preformances in the by-election.

He opened and developed a bit 
I of a. kindred spirit with Opposi- 
| tion Leader Harold Winch, agree- 
ging with the principle, if not the 
| methods, of some of Mr. Winch’s 
I social welfare plans.

Throughout the speech he 
8 generated sincerity that brought 
I new respect from government 
g members.

There weré flashes of humor, 
I too, in his report on recent de- 
I velopments aqd plans shead. 
g FINEST CITY

Biefly he returned to the* role 
3 of a private member to report 
I that New Westminster, his own 
1 constituency, is the ‘‘finest little 
g city in North America.”

He had been to Ottawa re­

cently, he reported, and while i 
there had been well treated, “but ' 
not in the sense some people : 
would,” the*non-drinking premier 
added cheerfully.

To his comment that the ideas 
of the opposition leader on social 
services were not far from his 
own, he at^ded for clarification 
“but it will be a long time be-, 
fore there is a Socialist govern­
ment at Ottawa.”

“That’s what you think,” re- j 
torted E. E. Winch, (CCF Burn­
aby).

At one point during his report I 
on the gasoline price problem, j 
he paused in his prepared text] 
to enter into a lengthy argument 
with the leader of the opposition 
over the price of stove oil and 
crude, an argument that proved ; 
nothing on either side.

His hospitalization plan was 
crystallized in a flat declaration 
that followed a glowing report 
on the activities of the Blue Cross 
and the Medical Services Associa­
tion.
GROUPS PRAISED

If the government, he con­
tinued, could take the services 
provided by these two groups 
and “wrapped them up together 
—we would be doing the finest 
thing for this province that any­
one has ever done.”

He has never forgotten, the 
premier said, that he had to work 
for a living and for the past 15 
years he has been close to other 
men who earned their daily bread 
my manual labor. All of them, 
he had found, were ernestly in­
terested in hospitalization.

For school boards throughout 
the province he had a solemn 
word of warning. Costs are get­
ting out of hand and only es­
sential construction on • new | 
schools should be attempted.

The throne speech debate will j 
resume Monday afternoon with 
the private members taking over, 
A. R. MacDougall (Coalition I 
Point Grey) will open next] 
week’s talkfest in the Legisla­
ture with Alex Hope (Coalition, 
Delta) and E. F. Rowland (Omi- 
neca ) completing Monda y’sl 
roster.



| A Big Step in B.C.’s Social Progress
TIE provincial government’s proposed 

een<general hospitalization plan, referred 
| to by Premier Johnson in the legislature 
last Friday, would be such a long stride 
along our path of social progress that 
nothing should be allowed to stand in its 
way.

Families of low and moderate incomes 
live in fear of hospital bills. One serious 
illness in an average working class family 
can financially hamstring that family for 

| years.
Many men, women and children in 

: need of proper hospital cafe are denied 
! such attention because of the high cost, 

i ™ i «J and overcrowding of existing hospital 
ÿfSfî facilities.

Under a comprehensive hospitalization 
S ' plan we could, through small, week-to- 
Tj week contributions, matched by govem- 
S-ü ment grants, create our own personal hos­

pital funds against the dark day when the 
doctor points his finger at us and tells us 
we must pack off to the hospital.

Hon. Louis St. Laurent reminded the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress in 
Ottawa last Friday that public health plans 
can not be properly established until hos­
pital and convalescent facilities are greatly 
extended. This, of course, means huge 
expenditures, a large portion of which 
would have to be paid by the thousands of 
potential patients involved.

But there are few wage earners who 
would complain of the extra cost of a 
hospitalization plan if they were guaran­
teed against some of the worry and 
financial drain of serious illness.

And those who never had occasion to 
reap the benefits of their insurance 
shouldn’t complain anyway. They will 
have drawn the best dividend—continuing 
good health.

B.C. Sales Tax 
Support Drops

Alternative Plan Likely 
To Balance 1948 Budget

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The case for a provincial sales tax, origin- 
lally suggested by the municipalities as a means of balancing 
I education budgets, appears much less popular here as the 
(legislature opens its second week.

It is now apparent that an alternative measure to bal-
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lance the 1948-49 budget will be 
■considered when the government 
■members meet in caucus to dis- 
|cuss financing.

It is also apparent that, unless 
■very heavy pressure from the
■ cabinet is placed on them, the 
■private members of the Coalition 
■will not approve the sales tax 
■plan.
I WITHDRAW SUM

‘Instead of imposing such a tax] 
I to balance the coming budget, If
■ will be urged that the govern-
■ ment withdraw the unspent $10
■ million of a $15 million grant al- 
lloted at the 1947 session from tl 
■revenue surplus account for high-,] 
|way construction.

This $10 million would make 
up the anticipated deficit in 
1948-49. •

The highway construction pro-! 
[ram would be continued but the 
oney would be obtained by bor- 

owing.
It is argued here now that it is 

bnly proper that expenditures on 
Capital investments should be 
lovered by loans and should not 

i met from current revenue. 
r_ r» RELIEF 

Admittedely the plan
ide relief only for a sing 

... but that period would | 
î province a further <------ 4

the need for immediate impie-1 
mentation of the social security I 
measures in the green book pro-1 
posais.

At the same time other capital I 
charges, now covered by the rev-B 
enue surplus account, including | 
school construction costs, could § 
be transferred to borrowings.

JAY, MARCH 9, 1948

[Bill Introduced
VICTORIA (CP) — First mes-1 

| sage bill of this year’s session I 
lot the legislature was introduced! 
gin the House by Municipal Af-I 
I fairs Minister R. C. MacDonald! 
■ Monday, and given first read-1 
ling. I
1 It is a bill to validate the 19471 
J election of commissioners of thej 
I village municipality of Osoyoi

igislature 
o Argue 

|Jap Rights
By GORDON ROOT 

Dm The Vancouver Daily Province* 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Rights of thel 
■Japanese in British Columbia, an M 
1 important issue in Prc 
I politics for many years wh 
■revived a month ago when the ■ 
■government attempted to bar ™ 
■members of that race from work- 
ling on logging operations on I 
I crown lands, will be threshed |
| out by the legislature.

Opposition Leader Harold !
I Winch today gave notice that he H| 
I will place on the order paper Q|_ 
I this week a * resolution that “no jQ 
I discrimination should be recog- j 
| ni zed by the government, either H 
I in law or contract, against any 
■Canadian citizen because of 
(color, religion, or land of racial ^ 

origin.”
AUTOMATICALLY CANADIAN I 

The preamble to there solu-1 
(tion points out that under the Ë 

anadian Citizenship Act of 1946 g 
tty person born in Canada priori 
► passage of the act is auto-g 

oatically a Canadian citizen.
In spite of this, the Provincial! 

flections Act “denies voting pri- V 
lieges, to certain minorities” | 

and “ineligibility for* inclusions 
Ion voters’ list denies certain citi- I 
Izfsns the right to practice in some | 
[professions.”

LOGGERS 
The action against Japanese I 

■ loggers, 300 of whom are em-1 
[ployed in the interior, was taken I 
[under a motion passed by legis-1 
[lature in 1902 which provided I 
[that in contracts or leases signed I 
[by the government, provision be 1 
| made that Chinese or Japanese [ 
[could not be employed.

HHhhhmhi___
Hope Urges 
Cut in Car 
Insurance

VICTORIA (CP) — New busi­
ness brought to insurance com- J 
panics by British Columbia's new] 
highway safety responsibility | 
law should bring down rates, A. § 
C. Hope (Coalition—Delta) said| 
in the legislature Monday.

He also suggested the govern­
ment might go into the insurance 8 
business itself if rates could not| 
be reduced.

Mr. Hope said the financial [ 
responsibility plan was “aU|_. 
right,” but many people thought |1 
the cost was «too high compared pT 
with Saskatchewan’s compul- m 
sory insurance scheme.

T think the volume of busi-j 
ness the insurance people have | 
picked up must be tremendous,” | 
Mr. Hope said. “It’s high time] 
they adjusted their rates.”

While not agreeing with thel 
CCF opposition that everything I 

j Saskatchewan did was good, he! 
(thought “they might have some­
thing” there in car insurance.

Insurance rates are based on | 
[actuarial experience and can not 1 
■be predicated on future possibil- I 
[ities, it was stated in Vancouver I 
[today by K. M. Sabiston, manager j 
[of the British Columbia Under­
writers Assbciation.

“The driving public makes its] 
[own rates and, if the new B.C. [
I law creates an experience better g 
| than present conditions, insur-1 
[ance rates will automatically | 
[come down,” Mr. Sabiston said. [

“|t is difficult to predicate J 
I rates on the future or on an un-fl 
[known equation,” he said.
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Coalitionists Hit 
! Victoria Policies

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau s e

VICTORIA—The voice of the common people of British 
Columbia rose from the floor of the legislature Monday 
afternoon,swirled through the comparatively well filled gal­
leries, and bounced back from the ceiling with considerable 

Ï force on the benches occupied by the cabinet.
It was an unusual day—an interesting day—ac the 

; private members of the HouseV

■

lltl

opened their annual review of 
affairs in the province.

It was interesting because of 
the thoughtful analysis of a 
dozen subjects offered by the 
two government members and 
the one ÇCF supporter who 
spoke.

It was unusual because the 
only one of the trio who was not 
sharply critical of the adminis­
tration was the opposition mem­
ber.
ATTACKS REPORTS

A. R. MacDougall (Coalition, 
Vancouver-Point Grey) declared 
that a government promise to 
implement the recommendations 
of the Cameron and Goldenberg 
royal commissions before their 
contents had .been thoroughly 
studied amounted to the “very 
negation of responsible govern­
ment.”

Said A. C. Hope (Coalition, 
Delta) “When we say the muni­
cipalities have to put their houses 
in order I think it’s time the 
government put it’s house in 
order."

With an apologetic mien, E. F. 
Rowland (CCF, pmineca) ad­
mitted it would be nice if the 
government could improve the 
1200 miles of highway in his 
riding and provide some form of 
assistance for the crowded, un­
derstaffed hospitals. 
CHAMPIONS

Mr. MacDougall presented to 
the House the arguments of the 
supporters of free enterprise, Mr. 
Hope stood in his place as the 
champion of rights and needs 
of municipalities, and Mr. Row­
land, as the representative of 
his fellow men in Omineca.

The member for Point Grey 
believed that taxes on land in 
British Columbia should not be 
increased, that a sales tax would 
be welcomed by “property tax­
payers, farmers, home owners 
and those wishing to become 
home owners;" and that legisla­
tion controlling the price of gaso­
line should be repealed or sus­
pended.
NOT CARRYING SHARE

With figures to prove it, the 
member for Delta argued that 
the unorganized territories of the 
province are not carrying their 

share of the tax burden;
---- companies dealing in
insurance should reduce 
premiums if they plan to 
in business; and that the

Mr. MacDougall, a successful 
Vancouver lawyer with many 
years of experience at the bar, IF 
presented a more polished, more | 
comprehensive — but no more j 
sincere — study of the problems^ 
confronting the province than his 
fellow speakers.
OPPOSES WINCH PLAN

He was not in accord with the 
argument of opposition leader ] 
Harold Winch that financial dif- £ 
ficulties could be solved by tax-1] 
ing successful corporations whofi 
“have been able to show a tidy g 
profit, to the joy of their share- 6 
holders, who include many! 
widows and orphans."

He renewed the plea for a I 
medical faculty at the University 1 
of B.C., an issue that precipi-l 
tated much debate at the 19471 
session, confessing that he was! 
not competent to deal with the! 
technical problems involved, but! 
argùlqf that somewhere, some- fi 

“how it should be started anyhow. ! 
In the extent of government 

revenue that accrues from the 
sale of liquor Mr. MacDougall 
found reason for alarm, declar- | 
ing that these profits “constitute 
such a large proportion of our I 
total income that it is becoming | 
an nuhealthy sign in our econ­
omy."
REPORTS LIKE COLOGNE

He noted that the municipal-I 
ities have on many occasions re- j 
cently visited the government to 
press for increased aid, and there I 
was considerable sagacity in hisj 
observation that these pleas have if 
been no more frequent and no| 
more fervent than the province’s! 
appeal for help in Ottawa.

The member for Point Grey,'! 
in his lengthy and thoughtful; 
analysis of the financial diffi-ig 
culties of the province, was not! I 
pleased with the outcome of the I 
implemented recommendations of I 
the educational, finance and pro-< | 
vincial municipal royal commise g 
sions.

The reports of experts, he com I 
tended, “Are like cologne water 1 

to be smelled, and not swalr I 
lowed.”

Both Mr. MacDougall and Mr. | 
Hope were perturbed at the com­
ment in Premier Johnson’s policy I 
speech Friday that financial aid | 
to be given the municipalities t| 
|the present session will be con-1 
sidered final until the reconj-l 
nendations of the Goldenbeijgl 

iport are put into effect. 1
INDERELLA CITIES"

Mr. MacDougall, who termed 1 
municipalities, “the Cinder-1 

economy,*’

__„ope, whose directness is’,
noted in the House, was some- ' 
what more suave on this point.

The premier, he was sure, 
couldn’t have made the remark 
seriously. There must have been 
a twinkle in his eye when he 
announced that so much, and no 
more, would the civic govern­
ments receive.

But the Delta member’s suavity 
ended with that brief tactful ef­
fort.

With knuckles bared and 
muscles bulging he tossed full j|j 
length punches at the govern­
ment and the insurance com­
panies.

He had figures to prove the 
administration is letting residents 
in unorganized territory escape 
lightly in the tax field; that mu­
nicipalities must pay a part of 
cost of hospitalization for old age 
pensioners; that the excess cost 
of school construction is much 
the fault of the department of 
education as it is of the munici­
palities.

But it was price of automobile 
insurance that really offended 
the Langley member.

The subject so far aroused 
him that he committed the un­
pardonable sin of confessing that 
the policy of the CCF govern­
ment in Saskatchewan on car 
insurance might not be wrong.
CAR INSURANCE

The minimum cost for financial 
responsibility, he understood, is 
about $18 in B.C. and with every­
one in the province, under the 
amended Motor Vehicle Act being 
placed in a position where they 
must buy it or face the conse­
quences, he believed the rates 
should be much lower.

! “Someone should tip someone 
off and tell them they’d better 
get busy and adjust rates," he 
declared.

“I don’t believe the government 
should go into a lot of things but 
they should suggest that if some­
thing isn’t done there’ll be a 
change."

Anscomb 
To Outline 
Cities’ Aid

I From The Vancouver Dally Province I 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—B.C municipali-1 
I tie» won’t know what extra help | 
I they will receive from the pro-1 
I vincial government until the bud-1 
| get speech.
1 Premier Byron Johnion go in-1 
I formed tfcree UBCM représenta-P 
I lives today, despite their pleal 
I that municipal councils should! 
I know at once so they can pass|
[ their own education budgets.

Finance Minster Herbert An»-™ 
1 tomb’s budget speech is slated! 
I for March 17 but may be «et g 
I back several days.

In his policy speech last Fri­
day, Premier Johnson announ-1 
ced additional aid to municipal!-1 
tie» was forthcoming.

The municipal delegates —- 
UBCM President Mayor W. M.I 
Mott of New Westminster, May# 
Percy George of Victoria an 
R. R. F. Sewell, UBCM 
tary—today told the cabin.. . 
province should not take two ]

' of the pi 
stax a

City Member 
jWould End 
|Gas Control

VICTORIA (CP) — Removal! 
(of provincial gasoline price con-1 
trois, leaving it to competition to I 
hold prices down was suggested! 
in the legislature Monday by A.J 
M. MacDougall (Cln.-Vancouver-| 
Point Grey).

The Dominion Combines In­
vestigation Act could take care I 
of any tendency for a combine to| 
develop.

“No one wants to pay morel 
for any commodity than he is I 
qbliged to do, but why gasoline* 
should be singled out to be soldi 
at a loss is more than I can un­
derstand,” the Progressive-Con- [ 
servative member commented!

He said he saw no reason why I 
the Coal and Petroleum Products 
Control Act should no#t be re­
pealed this year, or its operations 
suspended, subject to the power 
of the executive to reinstate it] 
if that became necessary.

lealth Plan, 
tent Control 

|To Be Debated
G From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Resolutions câ 

| ing for introduction of a pro- 
| vincial health insurance plan and 
j| provincial control of rents in 
I* B.C. will be placed on the legis-. 
|;lature’s order paper this week 
hby Opposition leader Harold E.
5 Winch.

The resolution on rent control 
I refers to the abandonment of 
| control on commercial proper? 
B ties by the Dominion government 
i and Finance Minister Abbott’s 
| comment that “the provinces cai
6 take care of the commercial
8 field now." • ,

The motion fqr health insti 
lance calls for a provincial pla 
5 that would fit into a Dominion 
j government scheme when impie-
|flunk
Omineca Member 

[Wants Sweepstakes] 
[To Aid Hospitals

VICTORIA (CP) — Sweep-] 
stakes to raise money for hos­
pitals throughout the province 
were urged in the legislature 
Monday by E. F, Rowland] 
(CCF—Omineca).
' Reminding the House of it: 

unanimous resolution in 183: 
favoring sweepstakes as 
means of financing hospital*] 
Mr. Rowland said he would 
like to know what represent! 
tions had been mad# to 
federal government and 
answers, if any, were rec< 

There was no reply 
treasury benches.

Mr. Rowland declared 
ing the throne speech 
that one of the two Itq 
in his district had : 
verge of closing don 
summer because it' had j 
ficient funds to 
wages to nurses, 
weeks it had had i 
with
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Resources and Liquor 
Feature House Debate

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The legislature on Tuesday plodded 1 
drearily through the fifth day of the throne speech with re-1 

1 capitulation of a dozen well worn issues. But with few! 
new ideas.

It was a typical rural members’ day in the throne speech | 
debate, a day when the elected*
representatives of the vast and 
sparsely populated regions of 

I'M the province report on the state 
of affairs in the country districts. 
FOUR SPEAKERS

Government and opposition 
were equally represented in the 
four members who offered their 

«. views on the speech by the liçu-
■ tenant governor.

| W. H. Brett (CCF-Prince Rup- 
ert) produced a spark of Social- 

v® ism, raising the perennial cry for 
I® government ownership of power 
|||| corporations and the breweries, 
jïf| overlooked by Party JLeader Har- 
llSold Winch last Thursday.
|fl J. H. Corsbie (CCF-Peace
■ River) created no surprise by

introducing into the debate the 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
and tfie vast coal deposits of his 
riding. *

Tongue in cheek, W. D. Smith 
(Coalition-Atlin) assailed the li- 

vjjquor control board’s watered

GARDEN PANORAMA
| And A. B. Ritchie (Coalition- 

Salmon Arm) painted a pan­
orama of green garden* and or­
chards, a dream, he contended, 
that could be realized through a 
extensive irrigation project in 
his constituency.

The short, perpetually smiling 
Bill Smith from Atlin riding pro­
duced the session’s best laugh.

Watered liquor, he argued is 
an extravagance in his consti 
tuency because it costs no less 
than eight cents a pound to ship 
from the south. Any upstanding 
resident of Atlin will contend the 
[product of the mountain streams 
in that district is as pure and as 
satisfactory as the variety from 
[the Capilano River.
SEES TUSSLE

Mr. Brett was uneasy at the 
[lack of constructive plans in the 
Throne Speech but he suspected 
the failure to enunciate mor 
definite plans resulted from 
tussle between the minister 

, ^finance and his: colleague in 
public works department for 
available funds.

The member for P r i n c 
Rupert also examined the liquoi 
question—but from a slightly dif-| 
ferent angle. It is now obvious, 
he said, that a government can 
not legislate a people into tem- 
(perance. He said'all'the profits! 
from the manufacture of spirits 
and beer should belong to the 
[government.
| He took the premier to task 
for the reference in the policy

speech to the administration’s 1 
plan to retain the “secret bal-1 
lot” in the Industrial Concilia-! 
tion Act.

All labor unions, he said, have | 
provision for the secret strike g 
ballot in their own constitutions, I 
but that does not imply a govern-1 
mept supervised ballot.

There was much merit in the I 
contention of both the member | 
for Prince Rupert and Mr. Smith 1 
that the government should sub-1 
sidize essential mercy flights! 
from isolated outposts to hospi-[ 
tals in populated centres.
COSTLY SERVICE

The cost of chartering air­
craft for such trips places an] 
overwhelming burden on a fish-1 
erman or a rancher who must ! 
fine immediate transportation to | 
medical facilities for a member | 
of his family.

Few. constituencies have afl 
more ardent representative than] 
the Peace River’s Mr. Corsbie.

It was only natural that hel 
should ponder government plans! 
for extention of the Pacific Great | 
Eastern Railway to provide an I 
adequate link for his district and | 
Vancouver.

The much maligned forest man-1 
agement plan drew fresh critic- 
isrin from Mr. Ritchie, whose con- j 
stituency of Salmon Arm con-| 
tains a host of small but thriving g 
logging operations and sawmills. I 
HEALTH INSURANCE

To him the idea of one com-| 
pany taking over a large area of! 
crown timber, on which thesf I 
small loggers must now depend! 
for their operations, was most| 
repulsive.

Out of the day’s proceedings! 
there was just one firm conclu-1 
sion on the temper of the legis-l 
lature this season -—health in-1 
surance, or at least a form of! 
hospitalization, is a major issue in I 
British Columbia.

Police Court 
Witness Fees 
iTo Be Doubled!

VICTORIA (CP) — Police 
I Court witnesses soon will get] 
■double their present fees for at­
tendance at court, under an]
I amendment to the Summary Con-[ 
Evictions Act introduced as a 
■message bill in the legislature by
■ Attorney-General Gordon Wis-j 
|mer.

Present schedule of fees gives 
1 witnesses $1.50 for each day at­
tending trial. New scale will! 
■raise it to $3. In addition, they 
Sand interpreters will get 20 cents 
■one-way mileage, in place of the 
I present 15 cents.

Interpreters’ fees will remain 
I unchanged at $2.50 for each half
■ day of attendance, but in addi­
ction they will get actual living 
[expenses not exceeding $5 a day 
[when away from ordinary place 
| of residence.

The bill also provides for up- 
[wafd revision of other fees in 
[the scale under 30 different
■ headings, including fees to jus- 
[ tices of the peace, clerks, and 
1 constables.

■
-
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‘Kennedy Popsicle’| 
I New ‘Confection’
I For Northern B.C.

VICTORIA (CP) — An anti­
freeze for liquor shipped to I 
Atlin Riding was suggested in 8 
the legislature by W. D. Smith, | 
Coalition member for that rid-1 
ing, as he told of liquor freez-l 
ing and having to be thawed! 
out.'

“Kennedy’s popsicle is the | 
name prospectors give spirits! 
sold by liquor vendors,” he [ 

jsaid. “The stuff freezes, breaks! 
*the bottle and is lost.”

“One man found his frozen [ 
bottle before the contents | 
thawed, removed all the bro-| 
ken glass and then licked his| 
Kennedy popsicle to completes 
enjoyment, as the core was the| 
real stuff,” Mr. Smith told All 
amused house.

Prospectors in Yukon trri-| 
tory had no such trouble, the! 
rum in that region being 35 j 
overproof, the Atlin member | 
said.
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A. LOVE, MLA fo 
and Forks - Green- , 

id, has be6n chosen' I 
uty speaker for the | 

Legislature.
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Legislative Session 
Dull, Devoid of Ideas

By GORDON ROOT
• ■ From The Vencouver Dally Provint* Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Wednesday was the session’s seventh day 
tad veteran members, from cabinet rank down, agree that so 
far, it has been a dull, as uninteresting, as devoid of new 

|j ideas, as any in recent years.
It is apparent that, to a large degree, it was planned 

that way. .
I Premier Byron, Johnson has been in office for a little 
1 more than two months and prior to his elevation to the post 
S of government leader, he had no experience in the cabinet. 
R It was only natural that he*- 
H Should try to get through his first

Veteran Trade Unionist 
Backs Province in House

^^mSDAY, MARCH Uj^48-

eession quickly and ■ quietly, 
avoiding, as far as possible the 
controversies involved in im­
portant new legislation.
LITTLE MATERIAL

As a result, the throne speech 
provided little new material and 
the premier’s own policy report 
was far from being revolution­
ary.

C. W. Morrow (Coalition, 
North Okanagan), the first of 

î. three speakers Wednesday, com- 
âB bined his duty to his riding as a 

rural member with an outline of 
! several province-wide problems 
j he believed should be solved.

He asked for larger salaries for 
Hi} police court magistrates, further 
B®|| aid for old agè pensioners, and 

f the inevitable new roads.
\ John Maclmfis, (CCF, Fort 
| George) fending off a half dozen 
! hecklers from, the government 
! side of the Chamber, staunchly 
j defended his party against the 

charges leveled by Coalition sud- 
porters on the hustings during 
the February elections.

Years ago, he recalled, the Lib­
erals at Election time “went into 
the highways and the byways, 
and even the cemeteries” in 
Search of votes.
ARGUMENT DENIED 

With some annoyance, he re­
ferred to the Coalitionists’ con­
ception of socialism, stoutly deny­
ing a common campaign argu­
ment that under the CCF all the 
people in the province would be 
civil servants

On the. constructive side the

jUBC May Get 
[Medical School 
[By Autumn
I Prom The Vancouver Daily Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—There is every I 

reason for believing that the I 
University of British Colum-I 
bia’s medical faculty, subject j 
of many discussions in the | 
legislature in the past two I 
years, will be a reality this I 
fall.

In the House Wednesday, I 
Charles W. Morrow (Coalition, I 

• Tjorth Okanagan) obviously I 
5 with some knowledge, | 

the medical faculty | 
ranged.

Fort George member recom­
mended to the minister of lands, 
as a site for major park develop­
ment, the grandeur and vastr.ess 
of Mount Robson Park 

He pointed to the shortage of 
school teachers and nurses, and 
to the uninfinished stretch of 
highway between Prince George 
and Jasper as symbols of the 
problems facing the government.

W. J. Johnson, Coalition, Revel- 
stoke, was well pleased, as a 
member of the board of directors 
of Revelstoke’s Queen Victoria 
Hospital, in any government ar­
rangements to eliminate the 
overdraft at the bank. 
OVERHEAD HIGH 

He declared that while oil com­
panies are applying for increased 
gas prices on the grounds they 
are losing money, it is apparent 
that in many instances the over­
head is too high and this matter 
should be investigated.

He stressed the importance .of 
suggested amendments to the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act 
that were placed before the cab­
inet by the railway brotherhood.

Hospitalization was also a 
prominent subject in Mr. Mor­
row’s address to the House.

There is an imperative need, 
he said, for a new hospital at 
Vernon and since the city itself 
can not afford it, and as it serves 
the surrounding community as 
well, he' urged that a bylaw for 
a new building be placed before g 
the residents of the district. j 

Education costs, a bitter pill I 
in both municipalities and un- 
organized territory throughout 
the province, naturally enough 
crops up in the speech of most 
country members..

Mr. Morrow argued that the 
government, instead of making 
minimum grants for the basic 
cost of operating schools, as| 
recommended in the Camei __ 
Report, should pay the whole oJ 
these basic costs.

| COSTS ANALYZED
He analyzed education costs irgfl 

I Vernon, contrasting the finan-l 
Jcial position of his home town! 
j with that of Oak Bay.

“Are there any sewers in Oak 
I Bay?” asked Mr. Turner.

“I don’t know if there are any 
[sewers but there must be some| 
g sewer-rats” was the reply.

The member for North Okana-j 
i was opposed to the busii 

ax but he suggested that it| 
vould not be a hardship to triplt 
ue present trade licences chargei 

i moat mu...........

VICTORIA—A veteran trade 
unionist, who sits on the gov­
ernment side of the legislature 
on Wednesday told the House 
that he has been a subscriber 
of The Vancouver Daily Prov­
ince since 1910 and he strongly 
objects to the inference of 
other unionists that he is sup­
porting a “scab” paper

W. J. Johnson (Coalition- 
Victoria) declared that a for­
mer member of the House of 
Commons and a former mem­
ber of the provincial legisla­
ture had taken him to task 
for his support of the “Prov­
ince.”

“I have been informed, and I 
consider the information re­
liable, that in the ITU local 
there were some 95 member 
employees of the “Province” 
while the rest were employed 
by various other papers.

“But when the vote was 
taken as to whether or not 
“The Province” men would go 
on strike, they all had a vote 
on what was a grievance only 
of the employees of The Prov­
ince.

“I can imagine what the 
employees of the CPR would 
say if the employees of the 
CNR and the' PGE were al­
lowed to vote with them on a 

_ grievance with the CPR, even
I though they belonged to the 

same union.”

*MLA Supports t; 
Trade Union 

[embers’ Wives
VICTORIA (CP)—Wives of 

trade unionists received the 
support of W. J. Johnson (CLN 
Revelstoke.) in the legislature.

He criticized trade unionists 
for “demanding as much as 
four weeks’ annual holiday 
with pay . . . I’ve never heard 
of any of them saying to their 
wives ‘here’s $100, go away for 
a holiday and don’t come back 
to work for a couple of weeks’.’

\ FRIDAY, MARCH 12,1948-

, Legislature 
[May Restrict 
[White Cane Use
I From The Vancouver Daily Province !

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Restriction of J 

the use of white canes in Brit-1 
ish Columbia to blind personal 
will become law in the province 
if the legislature approves a 
bill to be introduced by Pro-1 
vincial Secretary George 
Pearson.

, FRIDAY, MARCH 12,1948

Winch Loses! 
First Round 
In Gas Fight|
From The Vancouver Dally Province r 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—The CCF Thurs-F 

day afternoon lost the first round | 
in its tight to launch a full scale y 
debate on the price of gasoline | 
in British Columbia, but Opposi-1 
tion Leader Harold Winch im-1 
mediately laid plans for a 
second attempt to bring the | 
issue into the legislature. j

The opposition leader was de-1 
tested in his attempt to .adjourn | 
the House at the opening off 
Thursday’s sitting to discuss the I 
government - sponsored increase I 
of two cents a gallon that went | 
into effect at midnight

This morning he filed notice I 
of two motions, one for a return I 
of all documents dealing with I 
the cost of producing and dis-1 
tributlng gasoline, the other to! 
place the issue before the legls-1 
lature’s public accounts commit-1 
tee.
HOUSE DIVIDED

Mr. Winch’s attempt to ad- j 
joum the House brought the first j 
two divisions of the session and t 
the first tinge of political con- j 
troversy the legislature has seen | 
since ft opened 10 days ago.

On the first division, an appeal I 
from a ruling of Mr. Speaker, I 
one Coalition member, W. A. 0. j 
Bennett (South-Okanagan) voted I 
with the 10 CCF members and ! 
Tom Uphill (Labor-Femiej. The | 
appeal was lost 28-12.

In the second vote, taken on I 
the motion itself, Dr. J. J. Gillls | 
(Coalition-Yale) joined Mr. Ben­
nett in supporting the opposi­
tion.

The opposition leader’s at­
tempt to place the gasoline issue j 
before the legislature followed I 
the announcement by Premier j 
Byron I. Johnson that the gov-1 
emment had granted a two-cent | 
increase effective at midnight 
18,000,000 PROFIT

The change in price, Mr. Winch I 
contended, would mean a $5,000,-1 
000 profit for Oil companies this [ 
year.

He contended that unless all I 
documents relating to the gov-j 
emment’s investigation of gaso-[ 
line costs were made public | 
there would be a justifiable sus­
picion among the public that the g 
oil companies and the govern 
ment have something to hide,

The premier opposed the ad­
journment of $he House on the 3 
grounds that the government had 1 
accepted full responsibility for j. 
the increase.

In today’s notice of motion tog 
place the subject before the! 

accounts committee, Mr. | 
asks that the committee I 

iwer to summon wit-1
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Three Speakers Attack 
Administration Policies

• By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Thursday, all counts, was the biggest day I 
to date in the legislature’s 1948 session.

Three speakers in succession levelled potent, effective 1 
attacks on administration policies, and Opposition Leader! 
Harold Winch enlivened proceedings by taking advantage of { 
the government weakness in' 
parliamentary proceedings.

For the first time this year the 
administration was told in lan­
guage that was concise and crys­
tal clear what some of the mem­
bers think of laws now in effect 
and legislation that is planned.

Mrs. Tillie Jean Rolston (Coali­
tion - Vancouver Point Grey), 
dscribed the proposed provin­
cial sales tax as 4tthe most re­
trograde tax that ever could be 
devised.”

Arthur Turner (CCF-Vancou­
ver East), charged that the gov­
ernment’s automobile insurance 
plan, which became law on 
March 1, is “fraudulent.” .

And H. J. Welch (Coalition- 
Comox), attacking the forest 
management plan passed last 
last year, declared that “the 
public domain should not be used 
for the financing of private 
industry.
MR. WINCH EXPLAINS

To top off a bad day, Premier 
Byron I. Johnson’s lack of knowl­
edge on parliamentary procedure, 
understandable enough in his 
first year as government leader, 
proved embarras ing, particu­
larly when Mr. Winch insisted on 
explaining how Bill No. 3 should 
be piloted throught the House.

The bill, validating the elect­
ing of village commissioners at 
Osoyoos, must become law today 
to permit the ' municipality to 
carry on its business.

It was only natural that Mrs:
Rolston, fresh from a lengthy tour 
of the Scandànavian countries 
and Britain, should have some­
thing to say about affairs in 
Europe but her remarks on her 
travels were confined to word of 
praise foj^British Columbia 
House in London and some point­
ed comments on immigration.

It was to the sales tax, that tai-x s . /nil 
the tiret member from Pomt ^JJeUctlG UlOSC 
Grey directed most of her at- ^
“oppo«d the plan, 1 ExpCCtcd 

I portedly sponsored by the cab- P

tained, insurance companies of J 
the province will get an ad­
ditional $4,000,000 in business this 1 
year “without any appreciable § 
outlay.”

Under its terms, he said, 91 j 
per cent of the accident victims I 
of tfce province would not get 1 
compensation.

Collection can only be obtained I 
on proof of negligence and such | 
proof requires court action.

The “unsatisfied judgement g 
fund,” from which persons in-1 
jured in traffic accidents where! 
the motorist can not show finan-f 
cial responsibility, are compen-J 
sated, was described by the I 
member for Vancouver East as| 
“fraudulent.”

“The fact that the attorney-1 
general made an arrangement! 
with the insurance companies tog 
meet any awards from this fundi 
indicates they both must have! 
felt guilty at fpisting this whole g 
costly monstrosity on the motor-1 
ists.”

Mr. Welch, chief represent»-1 
tive in the House of the prov-j 
ince’s vast logging industry, as-j 
sailed the forest management 1 
legislation and urged a return to | 
the government’s former policy! 
of disposing of crown timber g 
through auction.

On several points the Comoxl 
member found logical, practical g 
reasons for opposing the licenc-J 
ing plan.

He contended that the setting | 
up of working circles to operate | 
in perpetuity is impractical since I 

: changes in logging methods and! 
the demand for timber products I 
can change the whole industry I 
over a comparatively brief]

■

i portedly sponsored by the cab- ■ yx t-i • i 
i inet, on the grounds that it would ■llri f VlQpl V 
! impose a new burden on those ■ ________ . Jimpose
I of low income and with large ] 
j families.

“I am opposed 100 per cent,”
| she declared and Dr. J. J. Gillis I 
1 (Coalition-Yale) chimed in] 
Wou’re not the only one.”

Politically, Mr. Rolston con-1 
tfce sales tax would] 

nount to suicide for the govern-1 
■ment that invokes it.

The financial responsibility J 
i plan to protect motorists 
pedestrians involved in traffic ] 
accidents, pet bate of all CCF] 
members, was thoroughly ex­
amined by Mr. Turner, and found | 
wanting.

As a cause of its in 
Hon the CCF member

VICTORIA (CP) — Attorney-1 
(General and Labor Minister Gor­
don S. Wismer will wind up the I 
debate on the speech from the!

I throne in the B.C. Legislature | 
Tuesday night if current plans] 
are followed, and Finance Min-] 
ister Herbert Anscomb will pre­
sent his budget to the House] 
Wednesday afternoon.

Friday afternoon four speak­
ers are scheduled to participate ] 
in the throne speech debate. | 

ley are J. H. Cates, Coalitiôn,l 
'* Vancouver; Tom Uphill,] 

Fernie; Sgm Guthrie, ] 
Cowiqhan-Newcastle, and] 

lolph Harding, CCF, Kaslo-1

, SATURDAY, MARCH 13, :

Shrinking Grain Trade 
[Worries Captain Cates

a By GORDON ROOT
"v From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislature Friday afternoon covered 
I the field of provincial subjects — some relevant, some ir­
relevant, as the throne speech debate neared its windup.

Capt. John Cates, Coalition, North Vancouver, who is 
I admittedly far more at home on the deck of a stout harbor 
I tug than in the marble-pillared '
I chamber of the House, spoke 
I of the diminishing quantity of 
! grain passing through B<C. ports, 
j Veteran Socialist Sam Guthrie 
I (CCF, Cowichan-Newcastle) at- 
I tacked government policies on 
j a half dozen fronts, with special 
1 treatment for the new auto in- 
1 surance regulations* and labor 
I legislation.
j The Doukhobors, their history 
S and misdeeds, were reviewed at 

|U length by Randolph Harding 
(CCF, Kaslo-Slocan).

J PLUGS FOR SWEEPS 
H And the venerable Tom Up- 

J hill (Labor, Ferme) who in 27 
| years of legislative debate has 
1 learned the fine art of humor,
| produced a perennial plug for 
1 government sponsored sweep- 
| stakes.

There were, of course, count- 
I less other subjects mentioned 
I on the eighth day of the Throne 
I Speech debate.
I West Vancouver’s need for a 
I high level road, extension of the 

Deep Cove Road to Indian River, 
and provincial administration of 
the main north shore highway 
through North \ Vancouver were 
included in Mr. Cates’ list of 

I requests from the public works 
J department.

He reminded the government 
J that among thè Goldenberg re- 
|S commendations it has failed to 
J implement are the proposals that
5 grants in lieu of taxes should 
H| be paid to municipalities for

j crown lands within their boun- 
I daries.

But it was on the grain ship- 
I ment issue that the North Shore

6 skipper based his main topic.
Wheat shipments through B.C. 

ports, which ran as high as 100,- 
000,000 bushels a year before the 
war, have 'been reduced now to;
38,000,000 bushels annually, he 
said.

g Figuring that each ocean
I freighter coming into port spends 

$20,000, this loss in cargo would 
mean millions of dollars to B.C.
Worse than that, Captain Cates 

| declared, is the fact that grain 
| is a complementary cargo to 
| lumber and the reduction in 
| wheat shipments would make \it 
| more difficult to get vessels to 
Stake only lumber cargoes, 

i POLICE CRITICISM)
Mr. Uphill’s pleas for sweep-!

|stakes included a sharp criticism!
| of the Vancouver police depart- 
iment for its repeated raids on 
| Chinese gambling houses.
I “Why do they have to go after 
I the poor Chinks,” the Fernie 
] member asked.
] “God knows they have a hard 
[life and here the police are stop- 

ling the only form of amqse- 
..they have.”

recommending a three-man com-1 
mission to operate provincial] 
sweepstakes, a board, he said! 
that should be composed of ] 
former Eire Premier Eamon De| 
Valera, former B.C. Premier 1 
John Hart and veteran Canadian | 
Press correspondent in the legis­
lative press gallery, C. F. Mori- j 
arty.

But there was nothing humor­
ous in his fervent appeal for] 
increased pensions for widows ! 
receiving workmen’s compensa-J 
tion benefits.

He urged that the government ] 
double the present $40 pension] 
received by these women whose | 
husbands lost their lives in in-5 
dustry, declaring that the com-] 
panics should pay the difference. ] 
DOUKHOBOR PROBLEM

New roads were also on Mr. ] 
Harding’s mind but they were! 
secondary for the need of a per-| 
manent solution to the Doukho- 
bor problem. “The solution is| 
'a very difficult one,” he declared, 1 
“and while we must wait for the] 
Sullivan report and study his] 
findings, I would suggest that! 
any solution, to be satisfactory»! 
must come of necessity aloi 
educational lines.”

Mr. Guthrie joined the out-1 
raged chorus in the legislature! 
in-a vociferous condemnation of* 
the financial responsibility sec-8 
tion of the Motor Vehicle Act. I 

He reported that old age pen-L 
sinners had been refused insur-1
ance in Duncan and he described ] 
the rates as outrageous.

The supervised strike vote in] 
the Industrial Conciliation Acta 
also aroused the Cowichan mem-| 
ber’s ire, and he insisted that a] 
Dominion subsidy should |be used g 
to reduce the price of :

[Girls Can Start 
[Hospital Training 
[Now at Eighteen
I From The Vancouver Dally Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Amendments! 

to the Registered Nurses 
to be introduced in the legis-j 
lsture next week by Provin-; 
cial Secretary George S. Pear-a 
son will reduce the age- at ' 
which a girl can enter a b 
pital training school Irom 191 
years to 18.

At the present time, it is I 
pointed out, students planning I 
to enter nurses training must] 
wait lor a year if they com-r 
plete their high school educa­
tion at 18.
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lil Firm Profits Listed 
^Under Higher Gas Price

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Of the three big oil companies in British 
Columbia, only Standard of B.C. showed a profit in 1947.

Details of the findings of Touche & Co. together with 
submissions of the oil companies themselves in their request 
for an increase in the price of gasoline were tabled in the 

j Legislature Friday.
Pertinent facts in the reports 

also indicate that on the increase 
pi of AVi cents now granted to the 
Ç oil companies, Imperial will have 

an estimated profit in 1948 of 
$576,000, Standard, $1,000,000 gnd 
Shell Oil, $607,000.

The figures deal only with B.C. 
operations of the companiesafter 

6the. crude is laid down in Van­
couver and do not cover the 
profits or losses of the operation 
of company tankers which trans­
port the crude from California 
wells.

Gasoline sales of all three 
companies were greater in thé 
first nine months of 1947 than 
the total sales for 1946.

At the same time while the 
gasoline recovery from crude at 
the Standard and Shell refineries 
was substantially increased, Im­
perial dropped from 33.41 per 
cent to 25.78 per cent in its 
gasoline recovery.

The report, showing a monthly 
report on crude oil price for 
each company since Jan. 1, 1946,

reveals a continuous fluctuation 
in the cost.

Standard and Shell, as subsi­
diaries of California Corpor­
ations, the report states, have 
been able to buy crude at a 
lower price than Imperial which 
claims it has had no affiliations 
in California.

Prior to 1947 Imperial was 
purchasing crude from the Stand­
ard Oil Co. of California at a 
price higher than that paid to 
the same company by its subsi­
diary, Standard of B.C.

In the last year Imperial has 
been obtaining an inferior 
product from the General Petro­
leum Corporation, éxplaining in 
part its lower gasoline recovery.

The accountants found that 
Shell has been charging, in its 
books double the normal rates 
for depreciation on the crack­
ing plant completed in 1946.

In nine months of 1947, Stand­
ard charged off $225,000 of the 
$450,000 cost of repainting sta­
tions and purchasing nev^ signs 
in connection with the switch 
over in its Chevron sales policy.

Timber Royalties Up 
As Forest Act Amended

| From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTOR IA — Royalties on j 
1 timber logged in British Colum- 
jbia this year .would be substan- 
I tially increased, but the prin­
ciple of the forest management 
B licence plan will remain un- 
! changed if amendments to the 
I Forest Act, introduced Friday in 
| the legislature by Lands Mini- 
aster E. T. Kenney, are passed 
Jby the House.

The amendments also provide 
1 for the establishment of a wood 
Ilot plan whereby farmers can 
B obtain from the government up 
| to 640 acres of timber land 
1 adjacent to their farms to im- 
6 plement their incomes from agri- 
I culture. *

Royalties are increased as

much as 50 per cent on all | 
timber cut in the province.

In the Vancouver forest dis-1 
trict, No. 1 grade fir, cedar! 
cypress, spruce and white pine! 
will pay $3 a thousand instead of I 
$2; No. 2"grade will be up from! 
$1.50 to $2; and No. 3 grade from I 
75 cents to $1. Hemlock royalties! 
are jumped from $1.50 to $21 
for No. 1; $1 to $1.50 for No. 2;[ 
and from 75 cents to $1 for No. 3.8 

In the Prince Rupert forest Q 
district, fir, cedar, cypress, [ 
spruce and white pine, No. 11 
$1.63 to $2.50; No. 2 $1.85 to $1.75; I 
No. 3 75 cents to $1; hemlock! 
No. 1, $1.25 to $2; No. 2 90 cental 
to $1.25; No. 3 75 cents to. $1.1 

The legislation also provides! 
a $2,500,000 revolving fund to be j 
[|et up by the government to! 
grant loans to logging operators I 
to build roads and bridges into| 
their operations.

Loans from this forest develop-1 
ment fund will be repaid by! 
the logger as he cuts the timber. [ 

The farmers’ woodlot plan al-l 
lows a farmer to cut up to 60,0001 
' " t a year, providing he carries g 

a sustained yield program f 1 
irdance with governmej 
lations. There will be 

ital or taxation on the 
he will pay the no 

talty and stumpage ch

siii

Hart Highway 
Completion 

| Date Extendec
prom The Vancouver Daily Province j 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Hart Highway! 

into the Peace River country! 
will be completed by Dec. 31,1 
1948, Hon. E. C. Carson, minister | 
of public works, told J. H. Cors-8 
bie, member for Peace River, [ 
Friday.

The minister explained that I 
an application made by the con- ] 
tractors building the section from | 
Summit Lake to Azouetta Lake 
for an extension of time for the 
completion of the section, had 
been granted, ontractors build-1| 
ing the eastern section had made jj 
no application.

He told A J. Turner, Vancou-1 
ver East, that negotiations werel 
progressing between the Do-1 
minion and Provincial govern-1 
ments for the building of a road| 
to connect Atlin with the Alaska | 
Highway.

Mr. Corsbie was informed byj 
the Minister of Lands and For-1 
este that lumber production ini 
the Peace River district last year ! 
totalled 23,495,000 board feet, an| 
increase of more than two mil-! 
lion feet over the previous year. ]

Two Speakers 
For House

VICTORIA (CP) — Only two | 
speakers are scheduled to take!

1 part in the debate on the speech j 
I from the throne on Monday after- s 
1 noon in the B.C. legislature. |

They are both Mainland mem- j 
J bers, D. C. Brown, Coalition, Van- £
I eouver-Burrard, and E. E. Winch, $
I father of the CCF opposition j 
I leader Harold Winch, who repre- i 
Isents Burnaby.

Vets’ Homestead 
| Time Extended

VICTORIA (CP) — Veterans j 
I will be given another year to I 
I take up homesteads in British I 
1 Columbia under an amendment [ 

to the Pre-emptors Free Grant 
Act introduced ill the legisla- 

I ture by Lands Minister T. Ken­
ney. Deadline has been extend- 

H to June 13, 1948.

ICommittee Names] 
IT. King Chairman
I VICTORIA (CP)—Tom King, I 
I Coalition, Columbia, today was I 
I elected chairman of the legisla- I 
I tive committee on agriculture. I 
lCmdr. C. T. Beard, Coalition,
I Esquimau, was selected aecre- 
Itary. 1

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 19

^Unearned 
Increment 
;Tax Urged

By GORDON ROOT 
[From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — British Colum- 

Ibia’s budget will be presented to 
the legislature by Finance Minis­
ter Herbert* Anscomb Wednes­
day afternoon but the question 
of a sales tax remains a mystery.

It is now apparent that the 
Coalition caucus has not yet dis­
cussed the issue and that there 
are as many government support­
ers opposed to such a tax as 
there are favoring it.

In the meantime a number of 
other plans for increasing prov­
incial revenues have been sug­
gested to the government. Of 
these the most practical is the 
establishment of a capitaj gains 

$j|or unearned increment tax.
Such a tax would provide rev­

enue from a source that is not 
now tapped by cither the Dom­
inion or Provincial governments. 
It would tax profits on sales of 
homes, business and industrial 
concerns, and other capital turn­
overs.

A capital gains tax could be 
imposed without violating the 

H Dominion provincial agreement. 
In fact, it is pointed out by its 
supporters in the house, Alberta 
already has a similar tax.

Mr. Anscomb’s budget will an­
nounce that the province is 
going to spend a record break­
ing $73,000,000 in the next year, 
and that existing revenues can 
not be expected to provide for 
such expenditures.

He will certainly repeat his! 
warning of last year that the 
costs of social services and edu- 

I cation are increasing at a rate 
that threatens the economic 

I structure of the provincial 
government.

The legislature will hold Its 
first night sitting of 1948 tonight 

[in an effort to wind up the 
[debate on the Speech from thei 
Throne.
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Tempers High as MLA’s 
Clash at Night Sitting

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislature’s first night sitting has 
come and gone—with some of the finest humor, the sharpest 
debating, and most biting criticism of both the government 
and the opposition that the House has heard this year.

Lights burned—and at times, tempers flared—in the 
chamber until 10:45 p.m. as Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac- 
kenzie) and Alan Macdonell (Coalition-Vancouver Centre) 
held the stage in sparkling pres-1*
entations in the throne - speech
debate.

There was considerable differ­
ence in their technique but both 
were effective.

Mr. Gargrave was the stylist, 
the master of satire and wit. 
GRIM, DETERMINED

Mr. McDonell was grim, de­
termined and to the poipt.

Twice he was compelled by 
Mr. Speaker to accept the word1 
of opposition leader Harold

Tie congratulated Attomey- 
iGeneral Wismer “for still hav- 
|ing his job.”

And he congratulated the “hon- 
| or able member from South Ok­
anagan (W. A. C. Bennett, Pro­
gressive Conservative candidate, 
in the Yale federal by-election, 
on “becoming a ‘Tory’ ”. *

Looking around the House, Mr. [] 
Gargrave continued, one was apt 
to become confused about these 
provincial affiliations.

“You get confused without
Winch that charges he had lev- looking around the House,” in- 
•Ued at the CCF were taise. terjected A. R. MacDougall 

There are few ot the chosen (Coalition - Vancouver Point 
representatives of the PffPjf.™ Grey).
B.C. who can excel Mr. Gargrave 
in debate.

The rugged little leader, who 
learned on the docks along the 
Thames that his size dictated a 
powerful tongue rather than 
husky right arm, is deadly ef­
fective in oral combat.

Monday night he was at his 
fighting best, poking verbal jabs 
and dealing haymakers all along 
the cabinet benches.
BOUSES CABINET

His comments on government 
policy, past and present, drew 
replies from Premier Byron 
Johnson* former Premier John 
Hart, Attorney - general Gordon 
Wismer, Public Works Minister 
E. C. Carson and a dozen govern­
ment back benchers.

He charged the government 
had deliberately misled the 
voters in Saanich and Cariboo 
In the by-election campaigns by 
failing to disclose the province’s 
difficult financial position and 
government plans to implement 
a sales tax.

He described the order ban­
ning Japanese from working in 
Interior logging camps as “a dis­
graceful exhibition of racial dis­
crimination on the part of the 
B.C. government.

And he termed the financial 
responsibility plan for automo­
bile insurance, “the great prop­
osition that the attorney-general 
put over on the legislature at 
the last session.”
CHARGES “IMPOSITION”

The proposed sales tax he con­
demned as “an imposition on the

Government claims and pro­
mises in the by-election cam­
paigns, Mr. Gargrave asserted, 
were little short of fraudulent, ! 
and he read exerpts from news­
paper reports of speeches by 
coalition supporters in Ciriboo 
to show that “a new pulp mill, 
a plywood plant and a hydro 
plant are to be built” in that 
constituency.

“Brother, what you’ll do to get 
one seat is nobody’s business!”

“My * friend from Cariboo 
(Walter Hogg, the newly-elected 
member) will be in and out of 
the House before the hydro 
plant is built,” he said.

Mr. McDonell’s flare-up with 
the Opposition leader developed 
when the member from Burrard | 
charged that the CCF and the 
Labor-Progressive Party “have 
formed a second coalition in 
B.C.”
“ABSOLUTELY INCORRECT”

“Absolutely and positively in­
correct,” replied Mr. Winch. 
“There never has been any under­
standing between the CCF and 
the L-PP and there never will 
be.”

Speaker R. H. Carson called 
the House to order, declaring the 
member for Burrard would have 
to accept the Opposition leader’s 
statement.

“I said at the outset that I was 
stating facts from my own know­
ledge,” said Mr. McDonell.,

Again the Speaker intervened 
and Mr. McDonall accepted add­
ing; that “the honorable mem-

—v—- - , . _ - „ ,abers may place their own inter-
ale least able to pay,” and j preUtion, 

lasted the Imperial Oil Co. a Later ^
the monopolistic subsidiary! 

of a monopolistic U.S. corpora­
tion.

With the usual decorum he 
opened his speech'with the for­
mal congratulations that are ex­
pected in the throne speech de- 

i $*te.
In the first mifttite the for­

mality vanished ahd he settled 
down to the task ot embarassing 
the government — with a con- 

! siderable degree ot success.
He congratulated former Pre­

mier Hart “for getting out while
At------— ________ ___ 1 »

Later the Burrard member de­
clared Mr. Winch had said, “we I 
must fight with every means ini 
our power to wipe out capital-1 
ism and private enterprise and! 
bring about national socialistic! 
state.”

Mr. Winch was on his feet “l| 
never made any such statement I 
in my life.”

“He made it in my hearing,”| 
Mr. McDonell retorted.
"MAKE ALLOWANCE"

“Make allowance for senilifc 
interjected E. E. Winch (CCF 
BlMPtMlhy), turning to _

he member for Bur­
rard, at the request of Mr. 
Speaker, accepted the Opposition 
leader’s declaration.

Mr. McDonell, a foundry! 
operator in private life, has long 
taken a keen interest in the de­
velopment of a British Columbia' 
steel industry, - and with the 
completion of a rolling mill 
which will start production in 
Vancouver in April, he foresaw 
the start of such an industry.

Power from Elk Falls, he be­
lieved, would provide energy for 
smelting iron ore by the electric 
process, in a plant which could 
produce and sell 100 tons a day.

He was critical of the legis­
lature’s habit of rushing through 
bills without fully analyzing thefl 
results of such legislation.

Last year the government had 
found it necessary to increase 
the contract prices on work being 
done by private companies be­
cause the legislation had in-1 
creased their operation costs, ffl 
he said.

The same laws, he argued, had! 
also affected costs in the muni-1 
cipalities but similar considéra-1 
tion had not been given to them.

He recommended that a board 
of deputy ministers consider! 
legislation before it is presented 
to the House.
ATTACKS GAS BOOST

Mr. Gargrave condemned the 
Provincial government’s action 
in granting a further two cents 
increase in gasoline prices last 
week, on top of the three cents 
allowed in January.

Quoting from the report made 
to the government by George A. 
Touche and Company, chartered 
accountants engaged by the 
petroleum control board to in-H 
vestigate oil company operations, I 
Mr. Gargrave said the 4 Vi allowed gj 
to the companies represented §, 
|4.75 per cent return on capital® 
to Imperial Company, 12.23 oerH 
cent to Standard Oil, and 11.25» 
per cent to Shell Oil.

He declared Imperial Oil had 
on old, outdated refinery at loco, 
and charged “with 4% cents, you 
are subsidizing an inefficient op­
eration on the part of Imperial 
Oil That’s on the word of your 
own auditors.”

Premier Byron Johnson inter­
jected that Imperial Oil was im­
porting 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 
gallons of gasoline at a high 
price. It was not a question of 
an inefficient plant, he said, but 
of importing gasoline that the 
people of the province must have 
to keep rumiing.

“The company has allowed its 
refinery to get into that position H 
because under this set-up it F 
doesn’t have to worry about re-| 
fineries so long as the govern­
ment protects it as it is doing,” 
replied the CCF whip.

(Bill Restricts 
I White Cane Use
(VICTORIA (CP) — Use of| 

white canes by other than blind | 
persons soon will become illegal | 
in B.C.

I Provincial Secretary George 
Pearson introduced in the legis­
lature a bill to restrict to the 
blind use of white canes in any 
public place, and to provide for 
fines not exceeding $25 for 
wrongful use.

Reds Spur 
B.C. Strikes, 
House Told

By GORDON ROOT 
From The Vancouver Dally Province | 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Don C. Brown 

( Coalition - Vancouver Burrard ) 
charged in the legislature Mon­
day many illegal strikes in B.C. 
in the past year have been pro­
moted in Moscow.

He urged, too, that Communist- 
dominated unions should not be 
recognized by the newly estab­
lished Labor Relations Board.

Dealing with labor problems in 
this province, Mr. Brown de­
clared “the curious fact about it 
all is that here in Canada we 
allow Communists to attack our 
system, our leaders and our gov­
ernments, excite strikes and 
cause all sorts of turmoil and 
trouble.
STALIN AGENTS

“If the truth were known, 
many of the illegal strikes in 
B.C. have been promoted by the

■ Kremlin clique in Moscow,
■ through Stalin agents operating I on the Pacific coast.”I The member for Burrard was I encouraged by indications re­
sponsible labor unions are tak- I ing steps to remove the menace I of Communism from their ranks.
I “Now that we have a Board of 
Labor Relation it is the con­
tention of many people that 
unions that have Communists in 
charge of their affairs, and it 
can be proven they are Com­
munists, should be given little or 
no recognition by the board and 
should not be permitted to use 
its facilities.”

The time has come, he con­
tinued, when all who love 
liberty must speak out against 
Communism.
LARGE SUMS

•The Communists are spend­
ing in B.C. alone very large sums 
of money annually in propaganda 
and Red literature for one pur­
pose only, to destroy our 
democracy and free enterprise 
way of life.

“We are alarmed about what I 
is happening in France and Italy | 
these days. %

“The Bolshevists have confis­
cated in the last year nearly all I 
the small countries of eastern | 

; Europe.
“People say it can’t happen ! 

here.
“It can happen here, and wills 

happen if we are not careful” j

■



to Raise $ 14 Million
Budget Due 
Tomorrow
VICTORIA (CP)—Finance' 

Minister Herbert Anscomb's 
second budget speech, to be 
delivered tomorrow, is ex­
pected to show an all-time 
high of $75,000,000, increased 
from the $68,000,000 figure 
last session.

This record amount is ex­
pected to be met through im- 

|j position of a three per cent 
” retail tax on everything but 

essential foods, expected to 
net between $13,000,000 and 
$14,000,000 annually.
NOT UNANIMOUS 

Imposition of a sales tax is 
by no means unanimous. So 
far this session it has re­
ceived support from several 
coalition members but has 
been blasted by other sup­
porters of the government.

While some supporters ad­
vocate sales tax revenues be 
earmarked wholly for educa­
tion and social service costs, 
it is believed that a third of 
its total, roughly $4,000,000, 
will be given municipalities 
for school costs, with the re­
mainder going to help meet 
social service costs which are 
soaring year after year. 
RUNNING CLOSE 

British Columbia has been 
running close to its revenues 
in expenditures during the 
past two years, only about 
half a million dollars being 
uncommitted.

This session it is expected 
timber royalties will show'll 
increase of a million dollars 
over the $2,100,000 last year. 

Ï APPROVES ijpPB 
Most City Council members 

indicated today they have no ob­
jection to imposition of a three 
per cent sales tax, provided the 
province does two things:

Earmark the entire tax for 
education and hospitalization as 
municipalities have asked.

Give each municipality Its 
share on a popular

«■M

: w

Irown Flays Opposition 
'or Tactics in Strike

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Proposal for introduction of a capital1 
rains, or unearned increment tax as an alternative to the 
;ales tax in meeting the government deficit and a gentle 

-■chiding of Mr. Speaker featured the afternoon sitting of the 
/legislature Monday.

Don C. Brown (Coalition-Vancouver Burrard) declared' 
that, if necessary, the sales tax to be allocated solely for 
educational and social welfare *
measures, should be imposed, but 
he believed an unearned incre­
ment tax would be even more 
equitable.

E. E. Winch, (GCF—Burnaby) 
recalled for Mr. Speaker’s bene­
fit that a former occupant of 
“that high office,” H. G. T. Perry, 
had seen fit to protect the rights 
of all private members in the 
House, contending the govern­
ment was well able to take care 
of itself.
CRITICAL ANALYST

Mr. Brown proved as critical 
an analyst of the opposition tac­
tics and as staunch a supporter of 
the government as the House has 
seen this session.

When his criticism of the CCF 
drew a retort from Arthur Tur­
ner (CCF—Vancouver East) the 
member for Çurrard quelled the 
uprising with a sharp, “you had 
your turn and I didn’t interrupt 
you, so don’t you interrupt me.”

It wasn't the usual manner of 
dealing with such incidents but 
it was effective. Mr. Turner, 
blushing deeply, remained in his 
chair for the remainder of the 
speech.

Opposition leader Winch took 
issue with the member for Bur­
rard when Mr. Brown,' after 
praising the B.C. government’s 
stand in raising old age pensions 
last year, charged that Saskat 
chewan had cut pensions for its 
senior citizens by $5 a month.

It developed into a “they did” 
— “they didn’t” argument and 
finally ended with no one know­
ing for certain what did happen 
in Saskatchewan.
BACKS LABOR ACT

Mr. Brown placed himself 
solidly behind the principles of 
the Provincial Labor Act, and 
raised, for the first time during 
the session, the point that two 
CCF members, Opposition Leader 
Winch and Herbert Gargrave 
(MacKenzie) had appeared on 
the picket line in an illegal strike 
in Nanaimo. ♦

“Let me say that things have 
tome to a pretty pass when duly 
elected representatives of this 
legislature deliberately and flag­
rantly defy a law of our prov­
ince and especially one which 

helped to make.”
himself in favor

W :
”af has"c5mè™ro' my knowledge.1 

! Under such a system, addicts 
i whô do not otherwise violate the 
I l*w would be able to obtain nar- 
8 cotics at cost from a clinic oper- 
£ ated by a physician.

B The exorbitant profits of the 
I trafficker in drugs would be 
I eliminated and dope peddling 
| would be halted, he said.
I The immediate effect, he as- 
I serted, would be the elimination 
I of the source of drugs for new 
1 addicts.
a

her attacked those in opposition 
who had criticized the govern­
ment on the grounds it had not 
been active.

In the past year, he said, Brit­
ish Columbia has been well gov­
erned, the administration has 
made “unequalled headway” in 
its hydro electric developments; 
re-opened the Borstal home; in­
creased gold production; and set 
up the Labor Relations Board.

He praised the introduction of 
an educational program on tem­
perance by the department of 
education and urged that a grant g 
from liquor profits be given to 
Alcoholics Anonymous to aid 
them in constructing a head­
quarters at Homer and Robson 
Streets, Vancouver.

Health insurance must be in­
stituted at the present session, he 
contended, warning that “excuses 
will not any longer be tolerated.” 
COMMUNITY CENTRES

At length he considered the im­
portance of community centres, 
and the need for increased transit 
fares.

Noting that the federal govern­
ment in 1943 had promised as­
sistance in creating community 
centres, he suggested joint financ­
ing with the community itself, 
the municipality, the province 
and Dominion each paying a 
quarter of the cost.

Mr. Winch urged the establish­
ment of legalized clinics for drug 
addicts.

, In support of his attempt to in­
terest the government in such a 
step, the member from Burnaby 
quoted statistics of the U.S. nar­
cotic farm at Lexington, Ky., to 
show victims of the “habit” can 
be cured.
SENT QUESTIONNAIRES

To further prove his point, he 
said he had mailed questionnaires I 
to 900 doctors throughout the 
province and of the 400 who ar­
rived, 352 supported the estab­
lishment of a hospital for treat-j 
ing drug additics while 253 
favored legalized clinics. ‘ . _

He drew extracts from officii 
reports of the RCMP to show 
use of narcotics is costing 
province hundreds of thoi 
of dollars annually because, 
thefts by -......

MLA Claims 
Winch Tried 
To Stir Riot

VICTORIA (CP) — Canadian 
labor union leaders in B.C. now 
have at least a measure of con­
trol over their affairs, Allan J. 
McDonell (CLN — Vancouver 
Centre) said in the House.

No labor management agree­
ments had been signed during 
the last year with American citi­
zens namfed on the bargaining 
committees.

The coalition members charged 
that the labor meeting in Van- 

I couver July 20, 1947, which fol­
lowed the Nanaimo Laundry 
Workers’ strike, was called by 
the B.C. Federation of Labor, 

j “a Communist organization.”
“At this meeting,” said Mr. 

I McDonell, “the opposition leader 
I (Harold E. Winch) tried to jus- 
jtify his advocacy of lawlessness 
and anarchy on the part of a 

I large body of Canadian citizens.”
“If that is not an invitation 

I extended to a large body of the 
I public to lawlessness and rioting, 
I do not understand the English 
language.”
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Make Big Loggers Work With Little Ones

LESS than a month ago, in a speech 
at Queenel, Premier Johnson made 

t promise that his government would 
maintain and expand the timber resources 
Of the province under a'sound reforesta­
tion policy and would protect the interests 
of the small operators. The first fruits 
of that pledge are coming to light in 
amendments to the Forest Act laid before 
the legislature, last week. The amend­
ments make provisions for higher forest 
royalties, for a woodlot plan for farmers 
and for the creation of a revolving fund 
which will help logging operators build 
roads and bridges into their operations.

While the amendments are important, 
•specially the provision for higher royal­
ties, which will build up the forest pro­
tection fund and make possible a larger 
reforestation program, the implementa­
tion of Mr. Johnson’s promise must lie in 
administration rather than in legislation. 
The Forest Act already gives the minis­
ter large powers in the forest manage­
ment license plan and Mr. Kinney has inti­
mated that this part of the act will re­
main.

Forest methods are changing rapidly 
in British Columbia and forest administra­
tion must take cognizance of the change. 
The old hand logger, who could operate 
With an axe and a saw and a couple of 
jacks, is pretty much a thing of the past. 
A lot of capital is required now to

operate a logging show—even a small 
one—and there is danger, as one member 
pointed out in the legislature, recently, 
that the whole lumbering industry of the 
province will fall into the hands of ten 
or a dozen large companies that can 
operate sawmills and plywood mills and 
pulp mills and perhaps even steamship 
lines as well as logging camps.

The big operator has advantages. He 
has the money for expansion and research. 
He can take advantage of market oppor­
tunities or wait for them. He can squeeze 
out the middleman and take his profit. 
Most important of all—certainly from the 
public point of view—he can work on a 
sustained yield basis. The little fellow 
can hardly afford to do that unless he 
gets encouragement and assistance. And 
the sustained yield basis is vital to the 
future of the industry.

And yet the little fellow is important. 
We need him to balance the industry. We 
need him to harvest blocks and corners 
that are not worth the big fellow’s while. 
We need him to control the waste problem. 
We need him to keep the big fellow from 
getting too big and powerful.

It is the job of the forest department, 
under the new circumstances, to make it 
possible and profitable for the big opera­
tors and the small to work together for 
their own advantage and the perpetuation 
and expansion of the forest industry.

Captain Cates Jogs Victoria’s Memory

CAPTAIN JOHN CATES, the Coalition 
member for North Vancouver, has 

reminded the cities and municipalities that 
they have overlooked a good argument in 
favor of better financial treatment from 
the provincial government.

In the legislature the other day he 
recalled that the government has failed to 
implement the Goldenberg recommenda­
tion urging that grants, in lieu of taxes, be 
paid to municipalities for crown lands 
within their boundaries.

Mr. Goldenberg held that on provincial 
property used for commercial purposes, 
guch as warehouses and stores of*the 
Liquor Control Board, the government 
should not only pay sums equivalent to 
normal taxation but business taxes and 
licenses as well.

If there is an “undue concentration” of 
crown property used for governmental 
purposes, or where taxation on such prop­
erty is discriminatory in its effects on

local taxation, the government should 
make a grant in aid of local taxes, the com­
missioner recommended.

This city qualifies on both counts. The 
provincial government owns in Vancouver 
buildings with a total assessed value of 
$2,115,000 and land assessed at $1,597,000, 
all of which is exempt from taxation. If 
the government holdings were taxed at the 
normal rate the city would benefit to the 
tune of around $145,000 a year.

T)iis would certainly seem to discrim- 
nate against the local taxpayer and indi­
cate an “undue concentration” of crown 
property.

The government's failure to act on this 
section of the Goldenberg report was 
pointed out at the last session of the legis­
lature but nothing was done. Special legis­
lation is required to meet the situation and 
if anything is going to be attempted at this 
session the cities and municipalities, 
especially Vancouver, will have to \york i 
fast and forcefully.
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[anticipated cost of government
for the current year is due to 
“the spiral of inflation” and the 
widening scope of social services.

Among the individual depart­
ments of the government the 
greatest increase is recorded izt 
department of finance with a 
budget that exceeds the present 
year’s by $4,134,236. Most of 
this, however, is attributable to 
the plan to turn over an esti­
mated $4,000,000 of the sales tax 
receipts to municipalities.

Health and welfare, with a 
budget of $14,679,691, is up 
$2,611,226, of which $1,150,000 is 
required for the old age pension­
ers’ cost-of-living bonus.

Education will cost the prov­
ince $12,981,537, an increase of 
$1,731,960. The special aid to 
rural school districts will require 
$1,100,000 of this amount

A $400,000 boost in forest pro­
tection fund, salary increases of 
$327,000 and $107,600 for parks 
account for most of the additional 
$1,240,000 in the forest depart­
ment estimates.

In a reminiscent mood, the 
minister turned to the depart­
ment of public works, recalling 
after reporting the department’s 
estimates total $11,945,000, that 
in 1942-43 when he took over 
public works the expenditure 
was $2,402,000.

To pacify those critics vtfio in­
sist the revenues from motor 
vehicle licences and gasoline 
taxes should be utilized for high­
way maintainence only, Mr. Ans- 
comb presented figures to show 
that income from these sources 
does not cover current grants 
and the service and redemption 
of $54,000,000 in loans attribut­
able to highway construction.

Of the general cost of govern­
ment, he reported that in three 
years debt charges have drop­
ped from 21.31 to 14.75 per cent 
of the total expenditures; social 
services have remained almost 
constant at 42 per cent; produc­
tive services are up from 15.45 
to 22.44 per cent; while there 
has been little change in general 
services.

New loans will be e kept to a 
minimum this year, the finance 
minister said because the gov­
ernment still has authority to 
borrow nearly; $40,000,000 for 
various purposes.

Of the $30,000,000 allotted to 
the B.C. Power Commission, $11,- 
105,000 still reipains, enough to 
meet the coming year’s antici­
pated expenditures. ✓

The highway lôan acts of 1943, 
1946 and 1947, can provide nearly 
$13,000,000 for roads," bridges and 
ferries. There is $3,500,000 avail­
able for construction of build­
ings at the university and

Record Budget 
Has Sales Tax

. New Levy on Everything 
Excepting Food

Position
Stable

By GORDON ROOT J 
prom The Vancouver Daily Provlncè 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — British Colurm 

bia, on December 15 sold $5,000,* 
000 worth of debentures at th£ 
lowest rate in the history cl 
the province, Finance Ministef 
Herbert Artscomb told the legis­
lature today, but he added that 
the same low rates could not 
be expected in the future.

Budget details on pages 6, 9 and 25.
By GORDON ROOT

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb an­
nounced today the government plans to impose a three per 
cent sales tax on all purchases in British Columbia, except 
on food for human consumption.

In a budget address that was otherwise spectacular only 
in the vastness of the sums to be collected and expended in] 

the next fiscal year, .the finance 
minister disclosed that:
""T. Revenues and expenditures 
in 1948-49 are estimated at more 
than $77,000,000, a little better 
than double the estimates of 
three years ago.

2. $12,000,000 of the revenues 
will come from the proposed 
sales tax with $4,000,000 of that 
amount being divided among the 
municipalities.

3. While the capital expendi­
tures for the coming year total 
$28,600,000, all but $900,000 of 
this amount is based on prior 
commitments.

4. Rural school districts will 
share in the distribution of 
$1,100,000 as special aid.

5. Increased royalties on tim­
ber will provide an additional 
$900,000 for the government cof­
fers.

6. The government will borrow 
$5,000,000 to cover capital ex­
penditures on the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway and $800,000 of 
this amount will be spent in 1948.

7. The B.C. Power Commission 
will spend an estimated $11,000,- 
000 this year In new construction

ROAD PROGRAM
In 1948, he said, the govern­

ment will spend from its capital I 
account $13,650,000 for construc­
tion of highways and bridges and 
for the purchase of maintainence 
and construction machinery; 
$1,750,000 on university build-

The finance minister disclosed 
that while the gross debt at 
December 31, 1947 was $165,703,- 
000, an increase of $7,556,000 cor­
ing the year, the net debt hafl 
dropped $10,242,000 to $122,406.-
000. I

Cost of servicing the provincial 
debt is now $5,697,000.

The sinking fund at Decern#- 
ber 31 amounted to $24,296,000b 
showing a deficit of $24 million 
if all installments and compound­
ed interest were taken into con­
sideration.
NOT EXCESSIVE

The minister declared he did 
not believe that the provinclil 
debt is excessive but he warned 
the “we shall, in the not too dis­
tant future, be faced with tre­
mendous capital expenditures’*?1 
expenditures of a nature tftjif 
can not, in the ordinary couzm, 
of things, be paid for out ft 
revenue.”

Unless a project is revenue- 
producing, he said, it requiril 
$60,000 for every $1,000,000 bor­
rowed to meet the cost of serv­
icing and- liquidating the debt,

The Pacific Great Eastern j 
Railway has nearly exhausted ! 
its current borrowing authority 
and a loan bill providing $5,000,- 
000 for capital expenditures on 
the railway will be submitted to 
the House.

Of this amount it is estimated 
$800,000 will be used to meet the 
railway’s need for new rolling 
stock, equipment and extra­
ordinary maintainence.

ion-Provincial agreement will 
show an increase of $1,400,000 
over 1947.
STRONG POSITION 

In sharp contrast to the stern 
warnings of financial problems 
ahead that were contained in his 
first budget at the 1947 session, 
Mr. Anscomb today reported that 
British Columbia, in spite of the 
difficult times is able “to face 
up and deal adequately with the 
problems that «onfront us."

$9,350,000 for public buildings,

rovince been “in as strong a 
asition as today with respect 
» its public debt.”
Full provision for sinking fund 
istalments were made for the---- -- uiauc lux me

first time in 14 years in 1946-47, 
the minister said, and these have
een fully maintained in the past I
ear. I
In his address, however, the* 

inance minister did point out* 
hat provincial revenues for the*: 
oming year can not be expected* 
) exceed the estimates and it Si 
rill be .essential for all départiturcs for the coming
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Buck, Morgan in Gallery 
As Wismer Scores L-PP

“The sum total of current re­
quirements for the coming year, 
notwithstanding every effort to 
restrict their extent, scope and 
cost, make it compulsory upon 
us to recommend the imposition By B. A. McKELVIE

• From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — With Tim Buck, national leader of the 

Labor-Progressive party, and Nigel Morgan, provincial head 
of the same Communistically dominated organization in the 
Speaker’s gallery, Hon. Gordon Wismer, attorney-general 
and minister of labor wound up the throne speech debate 
Tuesday with a ringing call for a strong front in Canada against 
Communism.

He branded the message of congratulations sent by Buck and 
Morgan to the new Communistic government in Czechoslovakia, as 
an “exhibition of effontery, which is like a slap in the face.”

“This is a time when Canadians inside and out of politics must 
close their ranks. They must unite in the face of this, the most 
alarming threat to Canada and to our Canadian way of life that 
this nation has yet experienced,” Mr. Wismer declared. There are 
proportionately four times as many Communists in the Dominion 
than in United States, he said.

The attorney-general declared that he accept the assurance

of new taxes.
“It was neither easy nor plea­

sant to arrive at this decision, 
but it was inescapable because 
of economic forces beyond our 
control.

“One thing certain was that 
we had reached a point when 
neither compromise nor deficit 
budget could be tolerated.

“To becloud the real issue and 
I facts would have been an un­
forgivable disservice to the 
people of this province; to have 
done so would only postpone
until the next year the evil to 
face in double measure.”

The most common objection to 
the sales tax, declared the fi­
nance minister has been that, in; 
contrast to the income tax, it 
strikes more heavily at the lower 
"income brackets.

“It would be foolish to deny 
that in it’s all inclusive state this 
is to some considerable measure 
true.

“What must be remembered, 
however, is that the progressive 
feature of our tax system is to 
a considerable measure taken 
care of by the Dominion income 
tax, which is steeply graduated."

He explained that in addition 
to disastrous effects on inflation 
on the government’s

of fearold Winch, as leader of the CCF, that his party was not allied 
with the Communists, but the Communists had supported the CCF 
candidates in recent by-elections.

Supports Automobile Act '
The attorney-general entered into a vigorous defence of the 

recently invoked Drivers’ Responsibility Act. He compared it with' 
Saskatchewan legislation, which he said was not preventive, but 
purely a compensation act.

In British Columbia, he pointed out, the toll of highway acci­
dents and deaths had become so alarming that legislation was neces­
sary to reach the careless driver. An examination was made of all 
similar legislation on the continent. It was found that the Manitoba 
act more nearly fitted the requirements of British Columbia.

Complaints had been made that foreign cars were impounded. 
“It makes no difference to a man who loses an arm or leg in a traf-1 
fic accident, whether he had been struck by a foreign car or one j 
bearing a B.C. licence. His only hope of obtaining redress may rest j 
in the act that a foreign car has been impounded” the attorney- 
general added.

Social Services Board Stays
Mr. Wismer said the financial load in social services will remain ! 

on B.C. until federal government Green Book (social services) 
proposals are implemented. He said Prime Minister King has made

economy, 
the increased scope of social serv­
ices and the expanding demands 
of these services on the treasury 
left no alternative.

The $12,000,000 anticipated as 
revenue from the tax in the first 
year would be net revenue, he 
continued, and would be exclus­
ive of the cost of collecting it

“It is the government’s inten­
tion to devote the two-thirds of 
the net return to purposes of 
a nature such as social services, 
health, and welfare and old age 
pensions, and to distribute one- 
third to municipalities.”

it clear that Ottawa can not implement them until Ontario and 
Quebec join in the plan.The plan, Mr. Anscomb dis­

closed, has been under consider­
ation by his department for 
some time, and considerable re­
search work has been done dur­
ing the past two years.

The tax, it is expected will 
come into force as soon after 
the House prorougçs as the ne­
cessary machinery for collecting 
it can be set up.

The minister’s announcement 
of the impending new tax was 
prefaced with a brief review of 
the conditions that made it man­
datory.
GRAVE DECISIONS

Recalling the warning he had 
sounded last year that expendi­
tures were overtaking the res­
tricted provincial revenues, he 
declared the “day of grave de-

He charged Premier Drew of Ontario and Premier Duplessis 
of Quebec with playing politics. They are refusing to sign social 
service agreements, he claimed, because they want to see the King 
government defeated.

“How long are the people of Canada going eto allow these prov- I 
inces to stand in the way of social security proposals?” he asked.

Mr. Wismer said changes would be made at this session in B.C. 
labor legislation. He was not prepared to say now what they would |Hospitals 

To Receive 
*er Grant
Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Apart from the 
brief mention that hospitals are 
to receive larger grants gen-» 
erally and “a greatly increased 
amount” will be allocated for: 
mental, hospitals and homes for 
Herbert Anscomb gave no in­
dication of government plans of j 
financial assistance to these in­
stitutions.

Estimates for the provincial! 
secretary’s department, which in­
cludes these institutions, show 
an increase of $727,578 for the; 
coming year. j

This amount, said Mr. Ans­
comb, will be used largely for 
hospitals, mental hospitals and 
homes for the aged as well as 
for meeting increases in govern-; 
ment’s contribution to the. Civil 
Service Superannuation Act- 

Early this year the govern­
ment allocated $550,000 from the; 
revenue surplus fund to cover; 
hospital deficits.

This amount, however, was not 
Included in the list of 1947-48j 
expenditures. ,

Budget Highlights
VICTORIA — Here are the highlights of Finance 

Minister Anscomb’s budget speech.
British Columbia is to have a three per cent Provincial 

Bales Tax with one-third of the revenue alloted to munici­
palities.

Expenditures in the coming fiscal year are estimated at 
$77,449,896, highest in provincial history and nearly $19 
million more than in 1947-48.

The budget will be balanced.
Total revenue anticipated from sales tax is $12 million. ! 

Municipalities will get $4 million.
Rural school districts to get additional allotment of

$1,100,000.
Capital expenditures in the coming year are estimated 

»t $28,500,000 but all except $900,000 is on previous com­
mitments.

Total financial aid to municipalities in 1948-49 will be 
$17,988,000 compared to $2,966,449 in 1941-42.

Net value of production in British Columbia in 1947 
estimated at $680,000,000, $120,000,000 higher than pre­
vious year.

Gross debt at December 81, 1947, $166 million, an in­
crease of $7.6 million over previous year.

Net debt $122 million, reduced $10 million from pre­
vious year.

British Columbia in stronger financial position than it 
lias been for many years.

cisions came, perhaps, sooner 
than anticipated.”

“It is very easy for some to 
clamor for drastic cuts in expen­
diture, which one of our services
shall we cut off altogether, and 
which others shall be pruned 
drastically?

“It is no longer a matter of 
thousands of dollars, but rather 
of millions.”

In addition, there had been 
demands for new services and 
pleas for special aid, Mr. Ans­
comb continued, end in the pub­
lic good the government had 
provided for some of these.

beyond that 
ite furtherit. lest

flif
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Coalition Will Press 
B.C. Rights at Ottawa

Increase
In 7 Years ShownFrom TM Vonrouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The two partners in British Columbia’s! 
Johnson-Anscomb Coalition government plan to press on the' 
Dominion government the need for a further Dominion-1 
Provincial conference to discuss social security measures.

In his budget speech today. Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb said that both he and Premier Byron Johnson are 
“prepared to take a very definite stand the moment the 
House adjourns to use every effort and every means pos­
sible to have a further conference called.”

“It will be pressed,” he prom-|
Ised, “until we do receive what 
is our just and right return for 
the revenues we have handed to 
them.”

It was Mr. Anscomb’s opinion 
that the vast majority of people 
in Canada believe that social 
services should be, to a much 
larger measure, a federal respon­
sibility.
PROPER SOLUTION

He noted, too, that in' recent 
years many people have realized 
that the proper solution lies in a 
contributory plan for all social 
services, including old age pen­
sions.

The Dominion government, he 
said, had agreed when the prov­
ince a year ago gave up the in­
come and corporation tax fields 
that social security measures 
would be implemented “when a 
sufficient number of provinces 
had signed.”

“It appears to me that all this 
is conclusive evidence that our 
taxation agreement, which we 
signed in good faith, was pre­
dicated on the definite under­
standing that the government of 
the Dominion would, as soon as 
there were sufficient acceptances 
of the tax agreement, implement 
its promises with respect to so­
cial security measures and public 
investment requirements.
LANGUAGE CLEAR

‘The language used ‘that when 
a sufficient number of provinces 
had signed’ is surely clear 
«lough.

“Seven out of nine provinces 
have signed, and yet there has 
not been any indication from the 
Dominion that they propose to 
implement their promise.”

On the formula agreed to when 
British Columbia signed its 
agreement with Ottawa, Mr. Ans­
comb explained, the revenue 
from the Dominion in the coming 
fiscal year will amount to $22,- 
705,771, an increase of $1,413,000 
aver 1947-48.

Since 1940, the last year ini 
which the province collected in­
come tax, the gross national pro­
duct has increased from $6708 
million to 13,052 million, but the 
minister added it was impossible 
to say whether or not this in­
crease would have resulted in a

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — These figures were presented to the 

legislature today by Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb to 
show the increase in grants to municipalities in the 'past 
seven years.

1948-49 
(estimates) 

$4,000,000 
5,848,000 

250,000 
702,000 

1,600,000 
$15,400,000 

1,800,000 
360,000 
188,000 
60,000 
70,000
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1941-42

One-third retail sales tax ___
Education salary grants, etc.

Conveyance of pupils 
Pensions to teachers . 

Share of motor vehicle licences _.

$1,774,328
86,100

570,000
$2,525,821

Indigent relief in municipalities
Indigent medical services____
Hospitalization of indigents .... 
Keep and transport of prisoners

415,000

Local roads
Interest on certificates of loans in con­

nection with municipal pension 
plan ----------------------------------- 110,000

$2,965,449 $17,988,000;

Anscomb
Blames
Inflation

Revenue
Exceeds
Estimates
From The vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
Revenue for the

From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Finance Minis­
ter Herbert Anscomb, told the 
legislature the financial picture 
today is not particularly bright 
due to continued inflation.

Reviewing the rise in living 
costs Mr. Anscomb declared that 
froin January, 1943 to January

VICTORIA 
fiscal year ended March 31, 1947, 
totalled $56,818,000, exceeding 
the estimated income for that 
year by $14,665,000 and providing 
a surplus of $10,503,000, the 
largest in the history of British 
Columbia.

Chief explanations for the in­
creased revenue, Finance Minis­
ter Anscomb told the House, 
were found in the fact that liquor 
profits exceeded the estimated 
return by $3,565,000, that motor 
vehicle licence monies were 
$1,240,000 more than anticipated, 
and that the gasoline tax re­
turned $1,352,000 more than es­
timated.
LAND SALES UP ,

Other sources of income that 
substantially exceeded the esti­
mates were: succession duties, up 
$1,195,000; land sales and water 
fees, up $428,000; and timber sales 
and royalties, up $540,000.

In the latest revision of gov­
ernmental costs and income fal 
the fiscal year ending on Marsh 
31, briefly reviewed by Premw 
Johnson in his policy speech, lK 
Anscomb reported that whj|t 
revenues are expected to tira 
$66 million, $7 million more thjB 
anticipated, expenditures haft 
jumped an equal amount

It is now expected the currant 
year will end with a surplus of

1946*the cost of living index had’ 
risen less than three points to 
119.9.

“Then it rose by 7.2 per cent 
during the next 11 months, re­
mained at the 127 level for three 
months, then leaped upward by
23 points in the following 12 

j months.
“Anyone reliably informed, on 

our fiscal structure will appre­
ciate immediately our relatively 
fixed provincial income can hot 
keep pace with the automatic 
inflation as weU as growth in 
service costs.

“A national survey of business j 
conditions during 1947 reveals ! 
a year of great activity and ac­
complishment.

“The consideration of economic

VICTORIA (CP) — Advisory 
board of Farmers’ Institutes told 
the Legislative Agriculture Com­
mittee that automobile insurance 
costs had risen as much as $6 
since the government’s highway 
safety responsibility plan was 
passed by the provincial legisla­
ture last year.

“We have no protection against 
insurance agents and consider j 
the charges excessive,” the board 
said in a resolution submitted 
to the committee. “We suggest! 
the government carry this in-' 
surance and charge for it when 
licences are issued."

“ A. H. Peppar, loco, reported; 
insurance companies used to 
give lower rates in rural areas 
because the hazard was less. Thi|j 
year, he said, the rates had beep 
raised about $5.

The board called on the coip-; 
mittee to use its resources to ftf| 
some changes made this year.

developments, however, suggests 
the possibility of critical times

| ahead."
I Conditions had never been 
better in British Columbia than 
during 1947, he found.

Whether or not these levels 
are to be maintained is depend­
ent on Canada’s export trade and 
the ability of her traditional cus­
tomers to secure dollars for pay-
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Third of Sales Tax1 
Revenue for Cities

BC Legislature to Hear 
Farmers’ Resolutions

VICTORIA, (CP) Fifteen resolutions were carried by 
the Advisory Board of Farmers’ Institutes in the legislative 
buildings Tuesday to be passed on to the legislature’s agri­
culture committee. Four affected the Attorney-General’s De­
partment, four affected the Lands and Forests Department, 

the Public Works

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb todayented to the 
; Anscomb to 
\ in the *past flatly advised the municipalities that one-third of the income 

H from a new provincial sales tax is all that they can expect.
; Taking cognizance of the com- jjfment" readily admits that since 
plaints of civic officials that the a| the recommendations of the Gold- 
government apparently planned Wenberg report were put into ef- 
to “hog” the tax revenues, Mr.■feet, the country has been swept] 
Anscomb denied the contention*by inflation, creating new finan-i 
of the municipalities that they ■rial difficulties for the munici- 

! had originated the idea in B.C. ffl palities.
! He went to considerable length ■ "But let us not forget that 
! to point out that while probably ■ Commissioner Goldenberg took 
$9,000,000 of the sales tax revenue H great pains to assess the prob- 
will come from municipalities, "it « lems and to suggest, not pallia- 
would be most erroneous” to as- ■ tives, but long term solutions for 

| sume that "all sales made within, ■ them.
I a municipal area are of articles ■ “Let us likewise remember that 
j for use therein.” ■ it was the stated belief of the
vrvr rnTiiTiRir ■commissioner that municipalities

(NOT EQUITABLE ■ generally were in a satisfactory
“When we consider that a great ■ financial position.”

Ideal of the heavy machinery andH M a result oZ ^ Goldenberg 
equipment that would be Pur‘B report, the minister declared, the 
chased within municipalities■ governmcnt had increased its an- 
would be utilized outside suchHnual ,s t0 municipalities by 
areas, and that the tax on such M ,j 807 qqq 
should not equitably be con- (■ \ , , . .sidered a municipal share, we fl Added to the cost of lmple- 
will find the proposed grant ofgm/nt,”.e th.e Camergn report on 
$4,000,000 rather than being onegeducat™n ,f‘nance the Previou8 
third of the total is approximate-■ yfa.r’ ,the total ?ncr,ease ln mu" ly 80 per cent of the «turn from ■ nlclPal, f*nl8 ‘«° seMlora 

■ - • such municipal■amounted to >4'328'000'

and seven 
department.
BIRD SANCTUARIES 

More migratory bird sanctuar-1 
ies established on lakes adjacent! 
[to main highways in the Shus-j 
Iwap-Okanagan district.
I Every effort be made by the I 
IB.C. Game Commission to keep I 
[down predatory animals.
I Continued bounties on preda- 1 
jtory animals, with an increased 9 
[staff of predatory animal hunt- I 
lers and provision of a game fund | 
[in connection with both matters. 1 
FOREST PROGRAM 

Resolutiohs* affecting the| 
Lands and Forests Department! 
[sought:
I A forest conservation program! 
Ifor the Peace River district.
I Assumption of greater respons-| 
libility by the department in regu-1 
llating and controlling all matters! 
Ipertaining to grazing and range! 
■improvement in the East Koot-[ 
lenay district, particularly in the! 
ICranbrook grazing area.
I Removal of charges on re-| 
■verted government land, so asj 
■to be open for pre-emption.
■water shed survey
1 A survey of all water sheds! 
■in the Okanagan Valley, and ad- 
Ijacent areas with a view to tak- 
ling over all irrigation systems 
■in the Okanagan and putting 
■more land under cultivation, al- 
I lotting water supplies and equal­
izing rates, also ditching and 
I flood control, and that every ef- 
Ifrot be made to enlist the Domin- 
lion government’s assistance
■ along the lines of the Prairie 
I Farm Rehabilitation Act.
I Resolutions affecting the De-I 
Ipartment of Public Works sought:] 
I A traffic bridge across tjhe
■ North Thompson River in the
■ immediate vicinity of Little Fort.
■ bridge asked
I A bridge across the Kiskatinaw 
1 River between

1948-49 | 
(estimates) 

$4,000,000 
5,848,0001 

250,0001 
702,0001 

1,600,000 
$15,400,000 

1,800,000 
360,0001 
188,000 
60,000 
70,000

School Tax 
Demands 
Fresh Start

VICTORIA (CP)—The legls-1 
lature’s agriculture committee | 
was told today that the provincial è 

| government would probably have p 
to “start afresh” on school tax | 
measures.

The statement was made by] 
Cmdr. C. T. Beard (Coalition,] 
Esquilmalt) to the committee, of 
which he is secretary, after the] 

I committee had heard protests ] 
[from the Advisory Board of Far-1 
mers* Institutes against the bur- i 
den of school costs in rural area. I

"The Cameron report sounded] 
[very fine and the government in ] 
|its lack of knowledge impie-] 
Imented it,” said Cmdr. Beard.
I "Now it has got out of control 
[Yoù are just repeating what we 
[as members are all trying to tell | 
I the cabinet.”
S The delegation said farmers | 
land ranchers couldn’t support; 
I the burden of the school taxes, I 
■multiplied several times, in some 
lareq, without an additional bene- 
Ifit in school service, 
g The burden must not be taken 
■off unorganized areas and placed

110,000

$17,988,000;

iue

tales
sales within 
areas.”

The Goldenberg report, con-1 
Itinued the minister, emphasized 
the fact that much of the wealth] 
finally spent in municipal areas] 
originates in the hinterland.

•The needs of the province 
must be considered as a whole, 
and not with relation merely to 
various separate parts.”
needs clarification

I Mr. Anscomb said he had hoped: 
jthe findings of the Goldenberg
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commission had settled "once aftd 
for all” the question of munici­
pal claims to a share of the pro­
vincial income.

"Apparently, however, the mat­
ter requires farther clarification.”

"The main basis of argument] 
would seem to be that inasmuch] 
as a large part ofcsuch revenue: 

| is collected within their corpor­
ate limits, it, or some major per- 
Icentage of it, is the rightful prop-

J£S UP , 
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Sunset Prairie 
and Sunrise Valley.

Removal of brush along the 
[sides of highways.

Installation
erty of the municipal authorities.

“This, of course, is not an ac­
ceptable viewpoint, either in] 
theory or practice.”

I "The idea that physical loca­
tion of the tax base should de- 

| termine its distribution is fallaci-

power equip­
ment to spray roadsides to kill 
noxious weeds.
SEEK BETTER ROADS

Completion of the unfinished 
portion of the Jasper-Prince 
George link of the Northern 
Trans-Canada route.

Better roads fin the Shuswap- 
Okanagan district.

Completion of the Fort St. John 
cut-off commencing at Sunset 
Prairie and runping north to a] 
|point on the Alaska Highway] 
[known as Ten-Mile Corner.

ANOTHER FACTOR 
“There is also the most Impor­

tant factor to be considered, that
I distribution according to origin 
in many cases benefits areas toi 
an extent much greater than they 
have either need or can use to 
advantage.”

| The main.reason for imposing] 
the sales tax, the finance minis-1 
ter declared, Is to meet the in­
creasing cost of serial services,
and while in the past these had 
been considered a municipal re­
sponsibility, the province has |
voluntarily shouldered much oi 
this burden* in recent years.

I Dealing with provinclal-mu-

m*

sisl®
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Big Budget to Pay For Big Services

{Group 
Aid to Halt 
Soil Erosion

By GORDON ROOT 
From The Vancouver Daily Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Assistance ol the I 

p provincial government in pre-l 
“ venting erosion along the banks 1 
iof the Fraser River from Hopei 
to Sea Island was urged beret 
by representatives of the Union | 

go! B.C. Municipalities..
R. R. F. Sewell, secretary oil 

the union, and Reeve R. M. E 
Grauer ol Richmond, said some I 
assistance Iront the dominion has I 
been obtained and the munici-1 
palities allected have been con-1 
tributing to the work but addi-| 
tional help is required.

The perennial question ol tag-1 
ation on pole lines ol public util-1 
ity companies was raised again I 
with the municipalities com-1 
plaining that the three per cent! 
tax recommended in the Gold-1 
enberg report is returning less! 
income than the former system. I

A co-operative lire insurance I 
plan for municipalities was also I 
suggested and the municipal al-1 
lairs committee was asked to I 

is lor authorization ol such a I

$77,000,000 budget which Finance 
Minister Anscomb laid before the 

Legislature, yesterday, would be alarming 
hi Its proportions were it not that the 
people of the province are well aware of 
the circumstances which made necessary 
such great demands of a public nature. The 
public as well as the private dollar has 
shrunk in purchasing power. The popula­
tion of the province has increased. And 
our ideas of the services the government 
should provide have expanded greatly.

These circumstances were, of course, 
eqnsidered by the government, which saw 
that it had to accept one of two alterna­
tives. It had to reduce its services to cor­
respond with its available revenue and the 
dollar’s diminished purchasing power; or it 
had to ask the people to provide more 
money. It chose the latter course in the 
belief that that was the course the people 
Wished it to choose. If It was wrong, the

Asks HlB.C. Firemen
Propose Tax 

iFor Pensions
VICTORIA (CP)—A 12 - man I 

I delegation of the B.C. Provincial | 
(Association of Fire Fighters!
■ today began lobbying among 1 
I members of the provincial legis-g 
llature seeking support for a two!
■ per cent tax on fire insurance! 
|premiums to go to help boost!
■ their pension funds. '
■ The lobby is composed of 10| 
I members from Vancouver and!
■ two from Victoria headed by| 
■James Luse, Victoria, president! 
(of the association, and M. O.B
■ Howell, Vancouver, secretary-1 
■treasurer.

[Victoria’s Hall 
[Bill in Hands 
[Of Committee

VICTORIA (CP)—Petitionl 
for a private bill to give Vic-1 
toria authority to lease or sell I 
Its city hall aite subject to a| 
plebiscite is before the private | 
bills committee ol the legis­
lature.

Petition was alio received! 
from the City ol Vancom 
and another to incorporate t 
National Fidelity ~
Company. -

The committee chose C. W. I 
Morrow (Coalition, North Ok-1 
anagan) as chairman, and A. ! 
R. MacDougill (Coalition, Van-1 

-, eouver-Point Grey) as sea 
I tary.

people will tell it so at the next election. 
Meanwhile, the people will receive the ser-1 
vices and pay the bill.

It is unfortunate that the government, I 
in its search for extra revenue, could see 
no sufficiently lucrative source except the 
sales tax, which has many faults and few j 
merits. So the sales tax we are to have. 
The severity of this tax will be softened | 
somewhat, however, by the government’s 
decision not to impose it on food.

On the capital side of his budget, Mr. 
Anscomb was able to present a favorable | 
picture. While the province’s gross debt 
is up $7,500,000 to $166,000,000, the net | 
debt is down to $122,000,000, $10,000,000 
below last year’s level. At no time in | 
thirty years, as Mr. Anscomb put it, has 
British Columbia’s debt position been so I 
satisfactory. After fourteen years of j 
milking the sinking fund, more or less, it 
has been possible, during the past two | 
years to make full provision for It

[Immobile 
Patients 
Treated

| From The Vancouver Dally Province B 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA.—Amazing story of I 
| recreational therapy in a mental j 
I institution was unfolded before I 
I the Social Welfare and Health I 
| Committee of the legislature. |

W. R. Brown, director of re- 
| creational therapy at Essondale ( 
| Mental Hospital, described how B 
I patients who had been com-1 

pletely immobilized had been re-1 
I turned to a normal physical life. I 
I He cited the case of a patient | 
I who at times did not move a| 
1 muscle for a day, and who I 
I through treatment was able to! 
| climb to a 10-foot diving board.

In other cases patients tensed ! 
through insulin treatment had I 

I been relaxed on the archery I 
I range.

Mr. Brown declared that al-l 
| though there has been startling I 

progress in the two years he has I 
been at the hospital, he believes 1 
that with proper facilities much! 
more important progress can bel 

I achieved.
He stressed the need for a re-1 

I creation building, larger staff | 
I and additional equipment

Plan Course 
In Alcohol 
Education

VICTORIA (CP) — A course [ 
| In alcohol education designed to g 
S provide at least one teacher in ( 
j every secondary school of Brit- B 
! ish Columbia with an under-1 
■ standing of the nature, problems g 
I and subject matter of alcohol | 
I education, will be given at the § 
summer school of education to be | 

[ held in Victoria July 5 to Aug. 6.1 
Described by the department | 

[ of education as a workshop, which ! 
[ will be of two and one-half 
week's duration, the course is a I 

| preliminary to getting B.C.’s alco- ( 
[ hoi education program underway | 
[ in the secondary schools of theg 

province next fall.
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REPORT FROM VICTORIA I He regretted the premier’»; 
mere la describing the amend-1 
ment as a went of confidence j 
motion, but he had already made] 
his position clear:

"This i* an unfair tax.*
To J. r. Conbie (CCF-Peacej 

River) the tax looma a» a defi­
nite threat for the country re­
tailer.

People in the country, he said, 
will order from mail order houses 

|on the prairies rather than pay 
j an additional three per cent 
! In hi» own district Mr. Cors- 
Ibie continued, farmers buying 
«machinery would cross the Al- 
Iberta border to make their pur- 
fchases without having to pay 
[from $10 to $1000 additional tax. 
| "The more 1 think of the sales 
Itax,” ssid Arthur Turner (CCF- 
’ Vancouver East) "the more I

Opposition Asks B.C. Bill of Rights
To assist in solving the prob-By GORDON ROOT 

From The Vancouver Dally Province!
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The budget de-! 
bate openea in the legislature 
Thursday, with a pot pourri of 
international developments, so­
cialist policies in Canada, some

lems of British Columbia’s muni­
cipalities, he urged that a pro­
vincial-municipal conference be 
called this year with representa­
tives of the government, the 
municipal groups and the legis­
lature present.
L-PP TIEUP

Staunchly he disavowed any 
linking of the CCF with the 
Labor-Progressive Party.

For the benefit of those gov­
ernment critics who had glee­
fully capitalized on the L-PP 
support of the CCF, he recalled 
that the Communist-dominated 
party had in 1945 backed the 
Liberals in the Dominion elec­
tion.

"There is no member on the 
government side of this House 
who dislikes Communism any 

. more than I do: who dislikes 
totalitarianism any more than II 

I do; who knows more of their j 
despicable tactics in Canada than | 

! I do.”
| Mr. McDonell and Mr. Winch! 
are political adversaries of some! 
years' standing.

In addition, the oppositionj 
leader is probably the best-1 
informed member on procedure.
A SHOCK, SORT OF

It was a bit of a shock, there­
fore, when the member for Van­
couver Centre interrupted on a 
point of order to contend that 
Mr. Winch could not reply to 
criticism levelled at him by 
government members in the

New Tax 
Gets By 
In TestOpposition Leader Harold E. 

Winch, as the CCF’s chief fiman- 
eisl critic, had the floor for 
the day, but his analysis of the 
province’s financial position were By GORDON ROOT

From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — British Co­
lumbia’s proposed provincial 
sales tax passed its first test 
in the legislature Thursday.

After being warned by 
Premier Byron I. Johnson 
that an opposition amend­
ment to the budget motion, 
proposed by CCF Leader Har­
old E. Winch, would be con-

less notable than his review of 
national and International events, 
and other provincial issues.

And to cap proceedings, Alan 
McDonell (Coalition - Vancouver 
Centre), revealed a knowledge 
of parliamentary rules that
startled most of the veteran j 
member» of the House.
DIFFICULT DUTY

It la one of the most difficult I 
duties of the opposion in any! 
parliament to cull the subject] 
metier of a budget address and] 
in 24 hours produce a competent] 
criticism of that address.

Unless the critic is a financial] 
genius — end the CCF is not] 
possessed of such e wizard —] 
there is little that can be done 
except what Mr. Winch did.

He replied to government con­
demnation of himself and his 
party; he dealt with provincial 
political scene as a minuscule 
part of event» in an unsettled 
world, and he flatly denied 
any CCF affiliation with the 
Libor-Progressive Party. 
PICTURE OF PROJECTS

He presented the opposition’s 
picture of major projects that 
should be undertaken this year 
by the administration including; 
the introduction of a British 
Columbia Bill of Rights, the as­
sumption by the province of the 
financial responsibilitiea of six 
health insurance associations 

! whose operations have been aus- 
i pended, and minor amendments 
| to the government Liquor Act.
! Of the budget itself, Mr. Winch 

was faithfully critical
It appeared to him, as sll bud-1 

gets appear to all opposition 
leaders, as a defiant budget

He noted that the government 
has attributed all of its trouble»

[ to inflation and cost of social 
[ services, but he wondered why 

it was the cost of purely edminis- 
| trative development* had in- 
j creased in the past four years 
I by 76 per cent.
I Mr. Winch’s reference to the 
! liquor act would be the first of j the opposition. '

FOB VETERANS
He asked that the section pro- 

| hlbiting guests of a member of 
| e club from purchasing drinks 
I from others be removed, and that 
I veterans clubs be allowed" to sell 
I beer by the bottle for consump- 
I tion off the premises.
| Affairs of the National Health 
| Association, which voluntarily 
| suspended operations two weeks 
| ago, aroused his Irç. and he

City Amendments ]
| Amendments being sought by] 
the city to its charter will be co^ j 
sidered by the B.C. Legislature! 
Wednesday. On that day the] 
private bills committee meets at] 
10 a.m.

sidered a want-of-confidence 
vote, 32 of 34 government 
members in the House supported 
the new tax measure.

The new amendment ‘"This 
House condemns the policy, now 
sought to be introduced, of im­
posing a provincial sales tax,” 
was backed by only two govern­
ment supporters along with the 
ten CCF members and Tom Up­
hill (Labor-Fernie).

Mrs. T. J. Rolston (Coalition- 
Vancouver-Point Grey) who last 
week voiced her opposition to] 
the tax, and W. A. C. Bennett! 
(Coalition-South Okanagan) were] 
the lone government supporters] 
of the amendment 
PLANS FIGHT

It is now evident that the CCF 
plans to fight the tax with every 

[means available when the bill 
[itself comes before the legis- 
[lature.

after
Speaker, after some delibera­
tion, reminded the member for 
Vancouver Centre that it had not 
been the practice in the House 
to restrict the subject matter in

Thursday’s 
five Opposition members and Mr. 
Bennett had opposed the meas­
ure. None of the government 
members spoke in support of thfe 
tax.

Mr. Wineh charged that it 
bears more heavily in propor-

| such’debates. _
, Mr. Winch, who had been re­
plying to criticism levelled at the 
CCF by Don C. Brown (Coali­
tion - Vancouver Burrard) said 
he had completed that part of 
his address I rich man; that it is an “income 

I tax in reverse;” and that it 
I increases the cost of living and 
I has an inflationary effect.
I In a balanced tax system, he 
[continued, a regressive levy such 
[as the sales tax might be per- 
[missable, but in Canada the bal­
ance is already typed by the im-j 
[position of other commodity! 
[taxes including the eight per cent 
[Federal sales tax.
| He quoted from the National 
[Tax Policy League: "The sales 
[tax is the child of panic and 
unpreparedness,” and the Brook-j 

[ings Institute of Washington: 
"How long the sales tax con­
tinues will be determined npt by 
its merits but by ability of the 
wealthier groups to shift the 
burdens of taxation to the poor.”] 

(“KILL BUSINESS’*
"This is not a business tax,"! 

said Mr. Bennett, only govern­
ment member to speak, "this is I 
a tax that will kill business.”

anyway, so the 
matter was forgotten.
A PRETTY COMPLIMENT 

Later, the opposition leader 
referred to Mr. McDonell as the 
“second member for Vancouver 
Centre’ and the latter rose to 
lobject that as he is the first 
member from that constituency,! 
the reference was inforrect 

“Mr. Speaker,” asked Mr. 
Winch, “can I refer to him çs the 
hide-bound Tory from Vancouver! 
Centre?”

"You may,’’ replied Mr. Mc-

Mr. McDonell, he said, had on 
Monday made the first fighting

>eech that has come from the 
ivemment benches during the 
resent session.
"He didn’t know what he was 
liking about, but at least he did

asked the attorney-general to
examine the auditor’s report

possible criminal

job of saying it.’
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Ban AsIntelligible? Licence Plan 
Held Only 
Solution

Why Not Make Laws
On Exp•THE B.C. Legislature has appointed a 

A committee to go over the Elections 
Act and suggest changes. It is to be hoped 
the committee and the Legislature, be­
tween them, will, this time, turn out and 
publish an Elections Act that will be intelli­
gible to the average reader.

We had such an act in 1939. It might 
not have been perfect, but at least anyone 
who read it could see what it meant. Al­
most immediately, the Legislature began 
to manhandle it It passed six pages of 
amendments in 1940, six pages more in 
1945 and 33 pages last year. The original 
act consisted of 109 pages. If the Legisla­
ture had directed that the amendments be 
collated with the original and the revised 
act published in the Statutes, that would 
have been intelligent legislation. But as 
the thing stands, now, it is a mess.

And there are even bigger messes in the 
Statute book which contains the laws the 
people are supposed to know and obey.

stands in the revised statutes of ltob, lui 
pages in length. It has been changed 
seven times since and the revisions—92 
pages of them—are scattered through the 
Statutes of these seven years. Who, who 
does not make a business of keeping his 
law books up-to-date, can make head or 
tail of such hodge-podge? And the Forest 
Act is much the same. It has been revised 
nine times since 1936 and 53 pages of 
amendments have been added to the orig­
inal 66 pages.

If the laws are made for the lawyers, it 
may be all right to leave our statutes in 
unintelligible form. But if they are made 
for the people, it would be a good thing to 
put them in such shape that the people 
can understand them. Why are the 
statutes not kept up-to-date? When a law 
is revised why is it not published in the 
revised form? That is the only way it can 
be read.

Of B.C
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From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Forest manage­
ment licences are the only prac­
tical solution to the overcutting 
of British Columbia’s timber re­
sources, Deputy Forests Minister 
C. D. Orchard said today.

Appearing before the legis­
lature’s forestry committee, Mr., 
Orchard denied that the small 
logger is being cut off by the 
issuance of forest management 
licences.

There is no reason, he declared, 
why the wnall operator can not 
himself obtain a management 
licence, except the logger's own 
refusal to accept the respons­
ibility of keeping the province’s 
forest industry intact for future 
generations.

Questioned concerning the ap­
plication of the Canadian Western 
Lumber Co. for a management 
licence on central Vancouver 
Island, he said that the licence, 
if issued, would comprise “from 
25,000 to 75,000 acres and not the 
800,000 acres that the company 
originally applied for.”

The whole problem of forestry 
in British Columbia is one of 
simple arithmetic, he stated.

“We now have 150 billion feet 
of timber left on the coast and 
we are cutting three billion feet 
a year.

“In 50 years at the present rate 
we will be through cutting, and 
it takes 100 years to grow new

Death Pei 
Abolition

VICTORIA (C 
abolish capital 
been launched in 
ture by E. E. W: 
aby.

He has filed i 
calling on the l 
the lieutenant-i 
quest “praying 
will cause to be 
federal governn 
of this House tï 
be taken” to a 
penalty.

istration when it,Coalition admini-----
was first formed has vanished.

Mr. Bennett was not prepared 
to admit the necessity of devot­
ing funds to meet sinking fund 
requirements.
CAN CARRY"DEBT 

“The former premier brought 
us a sound balance sheet each 
year without making allowances 
for the sinking fund, and the 
present minister of finance ad­
mitted himself that the province 
could carry a $75,000,000 debt 
without liquidating it”

The unearned increment tax, 
he argued, would be much more 
effective because it would be a 
tax on inflation itself.

Such a tax, he contended, 
would produce as much revenue 
as the sales tax.

Mr. Bennett’s main attack was 
directed at 4he administration 
but the opposition also felt the 
sting ofjiis lashing tongue.

He graded the members across 
the flodr^with a list of unfitted 
election promises made by the 
CCF in Saskatchewan, and when 
he noted that

Okanagan MLA Assails 
Sales Tax as ‘Iniquitous’

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A Coalition member told the legislature 
Friday that the current budget had been ill-conceived, that 
tiie sales tax is iniquitous, and that things would be different 
fcf John Hart were still premier.

W. A. C. Bennett (Coalition, South Okanagan) rose in
This will be Mr. Bennett’s last “■*- — -- «—— — -

1 session in provincial politics and 
within the next two months he 
will seek the support of the elec­
torate as the Progressive Con­
servative candidate in the Yale 
federal by-election.

It was comparatively easy for 
the staunch backers of adminis­
tration policy to shrug off Mr.
Bennett’s unprecedented attack 
as his opening campaign speech.
POTENT ARGUMENT

It was comparatively easy to 
accept it as an address directed 
at the voters of Yale rather than 
at the legislature.

But to thoughtful members of 
the House, there were many 
points in Mr. Bennett’s con­
demnation of the budget that 
could not be so easily disposed of.

Why, he asked, was at essential 
to devote $2,700,000 to sinking 
fund requirements when for 16 
years John Hart had not found 
it necessapr?

Why hds the budget doubled 
in the past four years and who 
was responsible for permitting

Farmers, already trapped by 
the government’s school taxation 
program, would be forced to pay 
the sales tax on all machinery 
and supplies they buy.

“If ever a man asked for 
bread and was given a stone, this 
is it.”
BY MAIL ORDER

“You can buy a pair of shoes 
by mail order. You can buy a car 
by mail order, because this prov­
ince has no control over inter-1 
provincial trade and they know

Cheap Pôwer 
For Island 
Plants Urged

VICTORIA (CP) — Extension 
of the British Columbia Power 
Commission’s services from Port 
Albemi to Zeballos, Tofino, Uc- 
luelet and Bamfield was advo­
cated in the legislature by James 
Mowat, (Cln-Alberni) to give 
cheaper power to fish process­
ing plants on the isolated west 
coast of Vancouver Island.

More processing plants would 
be established in that region if 
cheaper power were available, 
he said, and added that he could 
see steady development of in­
dustry and the tourist trade if 
electricity and roads were avail­
able to the various settlements 
on the west coast.
• Long Beach would prove a 
mecca for tourists, situated as it 
is on the open Pacific. He hoped 
the west coast road would be 
placed on the preferred list by 
the minister of works.

Dealing with social services,] 
Mr. Mowat advocated old age. 
pensions of $50 a month with! 
ages lowered to 60 for women 
and 65 for men; cost-of-1 iving! 
bozvuses for recipients of j 
jnothers’ allowances and provi­
sion for government employees

He described the sales tax as a 
brick that will be hung around 
the government’s neck.

"I challenge any member of 
the government to stand in his 
place and justify it.”

Alberta had a sales tax, con- 
I ■ tinued the member for South 
1 K Okanagan, but threw it out.

The CCF government in Sask­
atchewan is attempting to get rid 
of the tax in that province at the 
present time.
WANTS IT WITHDRAWN

He urged the government to 
withdraw the budget before it is 
too late and to reconsider the tax.

“I believe there would be no 
sales tax if J6hn Hart were still 
in office.

“It seems to me that since Mr. 
Hart left there has been no heart 
in the government.”

The budget, he asserted, was 
the work of a very capable ac­
countant but it was the budget 
of private industry rather than 
of the government.

‘the opposition 
benches are pretty silent,” Her­
bert Gargrave (CCF Mackenzie) 
replied in a small voice, “We’ve 
got nothing to say.”

Éuch inflation?
I Why, before imposing a sales 
tax, had not the government con­
sidered an unearned increment 
tax, which would not touch the 

| poor and would act as a restraint
on inflation?
“UNFAIR” IMPOST

Altogether it Vas a effective 
an attack on government policy

the legislature has heard for

tax, said Mr. Bei
‘an unfair, retxc

He criticized the expansion 
ivernment expenditures in 
mt years, charging that mi larged at 65

M
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On Export 
Of B.C. Logs

VICTORIA (CP) — John Mc-1 
fjlnnis, CCF, Fort George, is ask-j 
ling the Provincial ftovernment 1 
{to petition the Dominion gov-1 
| ernment to halt the export of I 
Blogs from British Columbia toj| 
| the United States.

Mr. Mclnnis has filed notice of | 
Ba motion to this effect in the] 
I B.C. legislature, saying that ■ 
| much of Canada’s unfavorable I 
| trade balance with the United ] 
B States is the result of exporting | 
B new material and importing man-1 
I ufactured articles, processed | 
I from raw materials.

Death Penalty 
I Abolition Asked

VICTORIA (CP)—A move to I 
| abolish capital punishment has I 
| been launched in the B.C. legisla- I 
| ture by E. E. Winch, CCF Bum- I 
[aby.
| He has filed notice of motion] 
] calling on the House to send to | 
] the lieutenant-governor a re-1 
| quest “praying that his honor I 
| will cause to be conveyed to the I 
] federal government the opinion I 
B of this House that action should I j be taken” to abolish the death j 
I penalty.

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1948

Forest Management Plan| 
I Assures Timber Future

By HUGH WEATHERBY
With the introduction of the new forest management I 

[licence plan and better utilization methods, British Colum: f 
[bia’s dwindling forests are now on their way towards a] 
I sustained-yield basis, which means the annual cut will not] 
[exceed the annual tree growth.
[ Both of these innovations are ‘
[an outgrowth of the Sloan Re- 
[port, in which Royal Commis- 
[sioner Gordon Sloan gave his 
[findings, after an extensive 
[examination of all aspects of 
■forestry within this province.
[ Forest management licences 
[have been devised as a method 
[of allowing private industry to 
[practice sustained-yield forestry.
[ The Forest Service, acting for the 
] provincial government, can allot 
[a sufficient forest acreage to a 
[private mill owner, or other 
[manufacturer of forest products,
| to sustain his ÿidustry for all 
]time, if he practices good 
| forestry.
1 FOREST FARMS

This means, in simpler terms,I that the manufacturer will have 
] what might be termed a forest 
[farm, on which he can produce 
| enough wood each year to meet 
| his needs. So long as he fulfills 
[ his share of the bargain, the land 
[ remains in his possession. He is 
] assured of a wood supply for 
| his plant.

The Forest Service, however, 
holds the reins of control, and 
if any operator fails to use his 
area in a proper manner, his 
licence can be cancelled.
All applications for manage­

ment licences must include bar- 
[ren, non-producing, and second 
] growth areas, as well as mature 
| timber, it these complete 
| natural unit.

Because the licences are in- I tended to provide land upon 
] which timber can be grown, any 
] application including too much 
| mature timber will be restricted,
[and a block of this timber may 
[be set aside as a provisional re­
serve, and can be gven id small 
[operators for immediate cutting,
[even though within tne licenced 
[area.
[use NEW METHODS
[ Where there are small mills 
[already operating within a na- 
[tura llicence unit, the minister 
■of forests can grant the mill the 
■right to log on crown land with- 
lin the licenced area.

I B.C. Sessions 
To End April 15

VICTORIA (CP) — The B.C. I 
I government is aiming at winding I 
I up the current session of the I 
I B. C. legislature by April 15. 
j The session, which began I 
I March 2, will enter its fourth I 
I week Tuesday. A four-day ad-1 
I journment on Thursday of this I 
I week is planned for Easter.

All holders of forest manage-1 
ment licences will be required to | 
keep their land in a state of max-1 
imum production.

The new methods ' of utiliza- [ 
tion, that is the using of smaller | 
logs which were considered to] 
be waste in the past, will add ] 
greatly to the timber resources] 
of the province, and in many | 
cases make the operation of I 
forest management licences] 
possible.

Pulp and paper mills, handle 1 
factories, makers of box shooks, ] 
and others, are learning to use ] 
the small logs, which will prob- ] 
ably constitute the bulk of their ] 
timber supply in the future.
GRADUAL GROWTH

Government foresters, and of­
ficials high in the Forest Service, ] 
one of the being the man who] 
will be responsible for laying out ] 
and supervising the administra-1 
tion of the management licences, I 
says that it was the aim of the ] 
department to make the change] 
over without disturbing existing ] 
industry more than was absolute- ] 
lyf necessary. He said it was] 
hoped that industry would grow] 
gradually from the present era ] 
into the sustained-yiqld period. | 
Every effort will be made, he | 
also jstated, to keep the small | 
operator in business.
LIVE WITHIN MEANS

The forester’s concluding state- J 
ment was: “There is no longer | 
any choice about what we are ] 
going to do. If we intend to re- ] 
main a factor in the timber ] 
markets of the world, we must] 
learn to live within our means.

“The solution in the past has] 
been to simply go out and cut I 
more of our existing timber sup- g 
ply to meet rising demands; in] 
future, we will have to change I 
our methods and grow more B 
timber to cut, because the origi- ] 
nal stands will no longer sustain g 
indiscriminate cutting.”

iJder Winch 
(Celebrates 
|69th Birthday

VICTORIA (CP) — Political | 
rivalries were forgotten for a| 
few moments in the British [ 
Columbia Legislature Monday. | 

CCF opposition leader Har-[ 
old Winch told the members [ 
that his father—E. E. Winch—I 
(CCF-Burnaby)—was célébrât-f 
ing his 69th birthday. He also! 
noted that Joseph Corsbiel 
(CCF-Peace River) was en-1 
gaged to Miss Margaret Carr[ 
of Victoria and would be mar-[ 
ried before the end of the cur-1 
rent session.

Premier Byron Johnson con-1 
gratulated the senior Mr. | 
Winch on his youthful appear-1 
ance and told the members of| 
the splendid work he was do-1 
ing in visiting various in ** 
tutions.

Winch Asks 
Election 
Act Changes^

■ From The Vancouver Dally Province y
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Opposition 1 
|Leader Harold E. Winch today] 
] moved in the legislature’s spe-| 
[cial elections committee to wipe] 
[out all discrimination in the Pro- ] 
gvincial Elections Act.

Describing the present ban on j 
I Japanese, native Indians, Douk-1 
[hobors, Mennonites and Hutter-s 
Bites as a “disgrace to the prov-1 
lince.” Mr. Winch asked that thej 
1 right to vote be extended to all 6 
[who are Canadian citizens under| 
[the Canadian Citizenship Act.
I “This committee has the op-J 
8 portunity of wiping off a dirty | 
iblot on the good name of Brit- j 
| ish Columbia.”

The issue was raised, he said, I 
I because changes in the Elec-1 
[tions Act had banned Mennonites | 
I from voting and “a, certain mem- ] 
jber of the government had found | 
[that a large number of his con-| 
[stituents were disfranchised.” | 
| At the request of Chairman | 
[Tom King the issue was tabled[ 
[until a full meeting of the com-| 
|mittee can be arranged.

A resolution by .Herbert Gar-1 
I grave, CCF Mackenzie, to re-1 
jjduce the voting age from 21 ]
■ years to 18 was also tabled.

I Ànscomb’s
B.C. Budget
Illegal
rrora The Vancouver Dally Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—It may be a gov-1 

I ernment error or, alternatively [ 
it may forecast an impending | 
addition to the cabinet—but injj 
any event Finance Minister Ans- 
comb’s budget at the moment is | 
quite illegal.

Government estimates for] 
1948-49 include salaries of $7,5001 
each for 11 cabinet ministers and]

I under the provincial constitution ] 
the maximum number allowed j 

| is ten.
Beneficiary at present is At-] 

f tomey General Gordon S. Wis-1 
I mer who will also, according to] 
the estimates, receive a salary i 

[ minister of labor.
It could be a mistake because ]

I until last fall, Hon. George S. | 
Pearson was drawing his pay]

[ cheque as labor minister.
When Mr. Wismer took over]

[ the labor portfolio, Mr. Pearson’s 1 
I salary was transferred to the ] 

J provincial secretary’s office and] 
I it may have been that, in draw- ] 

i ing the estimates for the coming ]
[ fiscal year the extra salary was]
' overlooked.

At the same time, it is known ] 
! that Mr. Wismer has been find-1 
I ing the, pressure of the two de-g 
j pertinents too strenuous. It has] 

also been hinted in the past that jf 
: the Progressive - Conservative! 
I wing of the coalition might get! 
i another cabinet seat as a result]] 
| of their acceptance of Libera"
‘ leader Byron L Johnson
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in recent years.
Before the war they were a 

violent red but the dye “must 
have been the same as the stuff 
they used in those wartime sox,”, 
because the color has changed to 
a pale pink.

Like a youngster with a new 
toy, he described the shiny new 
snow plow that arrived recently 
to clear the roads in his riding.

He was opposed to the sales 
tax because he believed it would 
drive the farmers and the log­
gers to Calgary to purchase their 
equipment.

“It means the storekeeper will 
have to absorb the tax himself 
and then it won’t be a sales tax.” 
BEER PARLOR TAX

As alternatives he suggested a 
tax on producing mines and

REPORT FROM VICTORIA

CCF Finds Too Many 
Ministers on Payroll
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From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—The legislature learned on Monday that: 
The government apparently has no intention of in­

creasing the size of its cabinet despite the inclusion of an 
additional ministerial salary in the budget.

The administration, in accordance with a recommenda- 
itid Tom King (Coalition,’ Co 

^thl^vefr on himbia), polished off the day’
.oLromJn, 'h.lodlnj! oratorical efforts with a friendl;
ST? * ffT?, warning that the sales tax i
used for commercial purposes. f .Another Coalition member is dnT* busmcM *W8'
not happy over the plan to im­
pose a «ales tax.

Herbert Gargrave tossed a 
minor bomb into the govern­
ment ranks when he contended 
at the opening of the day's pro­
ceedings that the budget debate 
has been out of order because 
the estimates provide for 11 
eebinet ministers when the con­
stitution only permits 10.

A ripple of amazement that fairs, 
was something akin to eonster- He 
nation swept the Cabinet ben 
benches. fathe

Attorney General Gordon S. tip»1 
Wlsmer, who is generally called Ho 
upon to take care of such tech- Prov 
idealities, was not in his seat at *nce 
the moment, and Premier Byron done 
l Johnson and Finance Minis- rPC01 
1er Herbert Anscomb » tired et*c 1 
blankly at each other. "len*
LAWYER HELPS b“n]

One of the other lawyers in jt 
the House, A. R. MacDougatl m:ni.
(Coalition, Vancouver - Point agrel'
Grey) stepped into the breach. repr,

The fact that the estimates Th 
provide for 11 ministers, he expr 
argued, does not make 11 minis- g0ve 
ten so obviously there had been they 
BO violation of the limitations meai 
laid down in the constitution.

The premier, at this point, ex- , 
plained that salaries were 
planned for only 10 ministers, H*ey 
then his predecessor, John Hart, 
stepped into the picture. „0'

Said Mr. Hart, “The estimates ”un 
do not come into effect until ref.”
April and the point raised by ,atl1 
Ae member for MacKenzie has Ja3I 
not been well taken," co™

Speaker R. H. Carson re- 
served decision on the question f0 \ 
and opposition members agreed abo.
*> continue with the debate in ti 
(he meantime. Kho
A KINDLY GOVERNMENT to ti 

Municipal Affairs Minister R. sinci 
C. MacDonald, first cabinet mini- thej 
iter to ipeak since the budget in a 
debate opened on Thursday, Mr. 
painted the Provincial govern- two 

: ment as the kindliest of parents at a 
to dealing with the municipali- visit

tax on producing 
liquor control board levy on beer 
parlors.

If, as had been reported, a beer 
parlor proprietor in Vancouver 
who owned only a licence and! 
the furniture in his tavern could i 
demand $85,000, then it is logical j 
the government should be get- ! 
ting a far greater return.

Mr. Harding, a school teacher | 
and the youngest member in the; 
house, was also opposed to the; 
sales tax.

In it, he found a new burden on 
those with small fixed incomes.

“Already the cost of living has 
soared to such an extent that 
many of our people are in a des­
perate plight and the proposed1 
sales tax will only serve to ag­
gravate the present serious con­
dition.”

ef Scotland, and an ability to

Anscomb Asks 
Highway,
PGE Funds
From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Finance Minister 

Herbert Anscomb on Monday in­
troduced in the legislature three 
bills authorizing the government 
to borrow $12,500,000 for public 
works and the purohasing of 
equipment

Only $1,900,000 of the amount 
is earmarked for the current 
year.

The first of the three bills pro­
vides an additional $5,000,000 op­
erating capital tor the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway. Expendi­
tures from the fund will total 
$800,000 in 1948.

A second $5,000,000 loan will 
make available $4,000,000 for 
road construction in the future 
and $1,000,000 for the purchase 
of road maintenance machinery.

The third loan, for $2,500,000 
will go into the forest develop-; 
ment fund from which logging 
operators may borrow to build 
roads and bridges in their opera­
tions. It is expected that $100,- 
000 of this amount will be loaned 
out this year.

nsurc
VICTORIA

iqce was

•k unless

revenues from tax sale lands 
Lave netted the civic administra­
tions $2,000,000 a year aince 1944 
and that they still hold tax sale 
lands valued at $20,000,000.

Mr. King, the sage from Golden, 
who take» time out from running
a sawmill, farm and general

Ito look after the interests of 
■fellow constituents in Columl 
j Opened up with an attack on

;

'
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Report Urges B.C. Boost 
[Grants for Education

By GORDON ROOT
Prom The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—British Columbia’s problem of educational |
\ finance can be solved, the legislature was advised Tuesday by :

Substantial increases in government grants now being I 
| made in accordance with the formula laid down in the recom-1 
I mendations of the Cameron Royal Commission.

Appointment of an assessment commission to equalize I 
| land and improvement values for school taxation purposes |
| throughout the province.

Governmental control of expenditures in all school | 
I districts. T

These basic recommendations against the school tax was I 
I of the inuter-departmental com- 
I mittee appointed last fall to con- 
! eider the volatile school taxation 
I problems were released when 
I Education Minister W. T. Straith 
! tabled the report in the House.

Their findings:
That inflated prices have 

i raised school costs beyond the 
level originally contemplated.
EQUILIBRIUM UPSET

That assessment problems are 
go varied in different municipal- 

! Ities as to upset the equilibium 
| of school taxation.
I That id some cases school 
j boards reave budgeted beyond 
I the means of the taxpayers in 
their districts, while others have 
xceeded their budgets.
The increased financial aid for 

Schools recommended by the 
committee would amount to an 
estimated $1,799,000 annually but 
in view of the government pro­
gram, announced previously, to 
provide $4,000,000 from sales tax 
revenues for municipalities and 
an additional $1,100,000 for rural 
school ' districts, it is unlikely 
any action will be taken this 
year.

In some districts, also, the 
School boards have failed to 
grasp the significance of Dr.
Cameron’s program for a basic 
standard of education and have 

! extended their educational facili- 
! ties far beyond this minimum, 

the report said.
The committee reported that 

the number of people protèsting

[LA 
lealth

Urges

Insurance
VICTORIA (CP) — Health in-1 
ance was “sadly needed and| 

' by the people," declared 8 
W. Green, (Cln.-Cran- 8 

K>k) in the legislature today, | 
i no scheme of that sort would ij 
rk unless it had the co-opera-1 

? * medical men.
suggested representatives f]

! the. Medical Services Associa- L 
—d of the Blue Cross, both! 

ations being non profit | 
L medical schemes, be B 

i a committee to study P 
i insurance problem, 

iember urged an early | 
i medical faculty at the I 

; that part of the sales I 
be used to set up| 
, similar to tuber- - 

i veneral disease clinics. I

‘comparatively small.’
Loud protests have been I 

heard from those areas in which | 
there has been an increase 
school taxes, but no represents-1 
tion or comments were received j 
from districts such as the former | 
district of Casino where the mill I 
rate was reduced from 46 mills! 
to 6.31 mills.

The report notes a determined I 
effort in some districts to equal-1 
ize assessments since the Cam-1 
eron report was implemented 1 
two years ago but finds t h a 11 
“Complete uniformity of the as­
sessment has not yet been at­
tained.”

It ehrefore recommends the I 
appointment of an assessment I 
commission to conduct an educa-1 
tional program for instruction of I 
assessors; to re-assess any parcel I 
of land or all of the land in a I 
municipality or ditrict; and to I 
make orders requiring the. ad-1 
justment of the assessment base I 
of any municipality or other area j 
for school taxation purposes.

Recommended increases in | 
agrants by the government in-| 
elude: an additional $200 per g 
teacher, to cost $992,000; an ad­
ditional two dollars per pupil 1 
in meeting school expenses with} 
a minimum of $500 per class­
room, to coast $337,000, an al­
lowance of at least $500 for iso­
lated schools, ($388,000), that thel 
province’s share of school trans-1 
portation costs be. increased to 1 
70 per cent ($82,000).

The report also recommends | 
introduction of a dormitory sys­
tem for junior and senior high I 
schools in rural areas with the] 
province and the School districts 
sharing the cost of construction! 

maintainence.

? Deserted Wives 
|To Get Boost

VICTORIA (CP)—Good news I 
[ for deserted wives in British I 
I Columbia was contained in an I 

amendment to the Deserted I 
I Wives’ Maintenance Act intro-1 

duced in the legislature by At-1 
I torney-General Gordon Wismer. r 

Taking into account the rising j 
I eost of living, it empowers I 
magistrates to order payment of I 
maintenance not exceeding $30 a g 
week, where desertion is proved. | 
Present maximum under the act!

I if $20.

City Police 
| To Get Rightf 
! Of Appeal
j From The vancouver Dally Province § 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Members of Van- 

j couver Police Force will likely 1 
I be granted the right of appeal |
, llrom dismissal or disciplinary 8 
! action through amendments to j 

the Vancouver City Charter this! 
j year, but the nature of the ap-| 
j peal remains in doubt.

Corporation Council t>. E. Mc-|
[ Taggart told • the Private Bills |

1 Committee of the Legislature 8 
| today that the City Council is I 
I willing to concede the policemen I 
I the right of appeal, but want that I 

appeal taken to the attorney-g 
; general.

Fred Dougherty, president of]
; Vancouver Police Union, asked j 
! that City Council sit as the ap- 
j peal board.

The attorney-general, Mr.I 
; Dougherty pointed, is responsible fl 

Dougherty pointed out, is res-g 
ponsible for the appointment of I 
two of the ’three members of g 
Vancouver Police Commission. 1 

I He quoted Hon. Gordon S. Wis-1 
( mer as saying he believed the ap-1 
I peal should be taken to City | 
CounciL

Mr. McTaggart argued that the I 
I Council is opposed to “turning | 
the clock back 30 years” to thel 
days when the police force was afl 
political issue in Vancouver.

A. R. MacDougall, CLN, Point 1 
I Grey, suggested that appeals I 
I might best be taken to a Supreme |
* Court judge and the committee 1 
agreed to consider the whole | 
problem.

Education 
Help Urged 
For Cariboo

I From The Vancouver Dally Province I 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Cariboo’s needs |
I were outlined by Walter Hogg, [ 
I newly elected Coalition member | 
I for that senior riding.
I The member, in his maiden I 
| speech, pressed upon former I 
■Premier John Hart to endeavor g 
Ito bring negotiations for the sale 8 
| of the Pacific Great Eastern Rail- fl 
■way to an early termination.
I He asked that something be II 
■done soon about school taxation. 
■There were big ranchers in his I 
■ district paying large sums for] 
■schools, and then had either to ! 
■hire a teacher or sent their chil- I 
Idren outside to be educated. One I 
Isuch rancher, he said, paid $2500 I 
I in school taxes; and then had to 1 
■employ a teacher at $100 a month I 
Band board, there being no school I 
|in the locality. [

Cariboo was fortunate, said I 
dr. Hogg, in having almost un- I 

|limited potential power, but he I 
isked that the B.C. Power com-1 

tsion take action to make a I 
vey and develop some of the | 

(available resources.

New Tax
Money
Allotted

City to Get
$1,642,204

VICTORIA — Vancouver’s 
share of the proposed three 
per cent provincial sales tax 
would be approximately #1,. 
642,204. Victoria would get 
about $264,444.

Finance Minister Anscomb 
has advised the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities that the 
amount given municipalities 
will be figured on percentages 
“based on a total of the school 
population for 1947 and the 
total population of each 
municipality for 1946.”

The sales tax is expected to 
raise $12,000,000 per year and 
the municipalities share one- 
third—$4,000,000.

Announcing percentages, Mr. 
Anscomb emphasized they are 
“approximate only.”

Shares in the $4,000,000 tax 
allotment of the larger munici- 

; palities would be as follows:
%

! Vancouver —-41.0551
- Victoria ___ 6.6111
i New West. __ 4.0261 ($160,800)
[ N. Vancouver:
[ (City) .... 1.6020 ($64,000)

(District) __ 1.0295 ($40,800)
l West Van. — 1.3064 ($52,000)

Delta _____ .6 ($24,000)
f Surrey __ — 3.4160 ($136,000)
[ Chilliwack __ 1.4087
l Burnaby ---- 4.9727 ($196,000)
[ Trail ... ... 1.3005
. Revelstoke __ .3851
| Prince Rupert 1.0189

Nelson------- .7787
. Kelowna---- 1.1855
. Kamloops__ .9358

Langley .... 1.3 ($52,000)
[' Richmond__ 2.3 ($92,000)

Alberni -------  .3150
Courtenay_.2606
Cumberland - .1249
Duncan ____   .3683
Ladysmith __ *2466
Nanaimo___ .8304 ($33,216)
Port Alberni - .8880 
Esquimalt _« <5845 

|, N. Cowichan- .6550
Oak Bay___ 1.3304
Saanich-------- 2.990

The executive of the Union of 
Municipalities said repoçsenta- 
tion has been made to the 

I ernment for payment Ip the i 
! Icipalities this year.

“If the tax is imposed without \ 
delay and arrangements made ! 
for payment this year, in all! 
probability the payment 

[ cover six months,” St was said. I
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GRAVE FLAYS GOVERNMENT

B.C. Budget Charged‘Wanton Waste of Money’ in
By GORDON ROOT

From The Vancouver Dally Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — British Colum­
bia’s $77,000,000 budget was crit-

facts and that these matters 
! would be explained when the 
estimates are under considera­
tion.

“That’s fine,” replied Mr. Gar- 
grave, “but your explanation had 
better be good.”

He noted an increase in the 
cost of operating the provincial 
museum, adding “if you keep 
spdhding public money like 
you’re spending it now there will

Move Fails 
To Widen ! 
Franchise

VICTORIA (CP)—Efforts by. 
Opposition Leader Harold Winch

paratively few.
With simple facts and in simple 

Gargravel 
flayed the 

‘extrava- 
in a

language, Herbert 
(CCF, Mackenzie) 
administration for its 
gant use of public funds,’

I manner reminiscent of bygone! 
[years.
I Mr. Gargrave’s criticism was® 
thorough—and, at times, effec-8 
tive. With all the instincts of the| 
parliamentarian of an earlier era,| 
he developed his theme in a| 
storm of superlatives, limited 1 
only by the rules of the house. I
“GROSS CARELESSNESS” 

j He declared there was “gross! 
|carelessness in setting up the! 
I budget.”
i He charged the administration! 
I with “the blundering, wasteful | 
land disgraceful handling of pub-1 
flic money”
| He challenged the government! 
I to call an election on “this wan-| 
Eton waste of public money and| 
the levying of the iniquitous, in-1 
flationary, regressive sales tax.”]

The picture presented by the] 
member for Mackenzie was a ] 
picture of detail, culled from the] 
estimates for the coming fiscal] 
year.

But back of it all was the main 
query—why have the expendi­
tures of the province jumped 

Ü from $37,000,000 to $77,000,000 in 
|three years?
| Scornfully, he contended. that 
the province’s “business man’s 
administration is looking after j 
big business”; that the govern-] 
ment has gone “hog-wild” in its 
efforts to spend all of the money 
that will be realized from the 
three percent sales tax.

excessive ex-

to enfranchise all Canadian citi-| 
Izens who have been in British! 
Columbia six months, came tog 
naught when the special House 1 
committee on the Elections Act! 
rejected his request by a 5-21 
vote.

Mr. Winch’s only supporter I 
was Herbert Gargrave (CCF- E 
Mackenzie), with Chairman 
Thomas King (Columbia), C. W. I 

IMorrow, (South-Okanagan), John j 
ICates (North Vancouver), and j 
IDon Brown, (Vancouver - Bur- 
grard), all Coalitionists, y.oting! 
I against.
1 The section of the Act which 
I Mr. Winch would have deleted, 
I now disqualifies every Japanese,
■ Doukhobor, Hutterite or Menno- 
inite unless they are veterans, 
| also every Indian, not a veteran, 
g or who has not been enfranchised 
Bunder the Indian Act or because 
She is not resident on an Indian 
■reserve.
| It is understood another meet- 
ling of the committee will be held 
I Tuesday, when ennonites may 
I be exempted from the disqualify- 
Bing section.

minister (Hon. L. H. Eyres) and f 
his deputy are going to make to 
England at the taxpayers’ ex-j 
pense.”

The trip, maintained the mem­
ber for Mackenzie, was not neces- c 
sary because the province already | 
has an agent general and a trade 
representative in the Old 
Country.

[ Mr. Gargrave attacked admin­
istration costs in the department! 
of health and welfare and Pro-] 
vincial Secretary George S. Pear- i 

j son replied that the criticism was 
] unfair and out of order because 
[the estimates are not being con- 
I sidered.
| “You say this is unfair,” re- 
! plied the vociferous CCF mem-i 
jber, “well so is the imposition, 
j of a three per cent sales tax on 
B the people of this province byj 
jthe government.”
I GENERAL ATTACK 
| The attack was as general as: 
lit was thorough.
I Private members on the coal- 
I ition side of the house, he 
I charged, were being “bam-

Delinquency
Rate Highest
In Better Areas

VICTORIA (CP) — Mr». 
Tilly Rolston, chairman, told 
the legislative social welfare 
and education committee 
that her experience on the I 
Vancouver Parks Board had 
Shown that juvenile delin­
quency rate was highest in 

areas where well-to-do persons 
live.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Coali­
tion, Victoria, said that she 
had noticed the same thing 
when she had attended the 
Juvenile court in Vancouver.

The remarks were made dur­
ing a presentation to tjse com­
mittee by Hugh- McMillan, 
president of Boys’ Clubs in 
Vancouver, of the work ofj 
movement.

By reducing 
penditures; by overlooking the. 
sinking fund payments as John! 
Hart had overlooked them; and 

i by levying a capital gains tax, he 
argued, the sales tax could have 

I been avoided. VIC’ 
a ‘Provin 
three roy 
introduce 
Straith d 

Duties o 
be to eqi 
school dis 
province t 
able balan 
of school 

For the 
i planned l 
| Sion's acti

To back up his charges of in- 
I efficiency, negdence and careless- 
[ness onthé part of the admini­
stration, he reviewed some of the 
estimates for the coming year, 

j CITES INCREASES j In 1945-46 the vote for the 
j civil service commission amount­
ed to $47,980. Last year it was 
$6000 to $55,020, but for the com­
ing year it has jumped $18,000 totrro nnn ~$72,000.

- The administration section of 
the public works department, Mr,
Gargrave declared, has increased 
$220,000 in a single year; th ec­
onomics and statistics branch, 
which had a vote of $58,000 in 
1945-48, wiU get $108,000.

| Three years ago, he continued, ] 
the cost of operating the sherrif s
[offices was $22,380. Next year it 
[will be $38,180.

“As far as I know there are no 
old age pensions in the sherrif| 
office, although there may be 
some political friends,” Mr. Gar-

- V

■ 1 ■"
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Has Everybody Forgotten Economy?
SOMEONE was asking# the other day, if 

the word “economy" had been 
dropped from the vocabularies of the 
members of the B.C. Legislature. Appar­
ently it has, for the word has hardly even 
been whispered, this session.

The government is spendng more 
money, this year, than any previous gov­
ernment ever spent and is budgetting for 
a still more magnificent expenditure, 

| while the opposition, though questioning 
8 the government’s method of increasing its 
y revenues is not questioning the scale of 
I expenditure. The emphasis is on “spend, 

gpgn(j ” No one is ringing the changes, as 
hi past sessions, on the necessity of saving 
and paring and making-do.

There are two principal arguments for 
finding more money. The first is inflation, 
which has reduced the purchasing power 
of the dollar. The second is the popular 
demand for more and better social ser­
vices. The arguments are powerful argu­
ments. There is no possibility of ignoring

them. But are they final? A lot of 
people, in the conduct of their personal 
affairs, have had to face the fact of infla­
tion and cut their expenditure according 
to the cloth at their disposal. They have 
had to economize and they would have 
more confidence in a government that 
economized than in one that splurged.

Economy, indeed, is one of the impor­
tant qualities of good government, taking 
its place beside such other great qualities 
as honesty and enterprise. If the John- 
son-Anscomb government has ambitions 
to be a good government and so earn the 
continued confidence of the people of 
British Columbia, it dare not neglect 
economy, even when it thinks the people 
want expenditure.

The people want expenditure some­
times; they want economy at all times, and 
they will not be disposed to deal leniently 
with any government which can be proven 
extravagant, even if it can show that it 
thought the people condoned extrava­
gance.

■ f .. -I
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B.C. Assessment 
Commission Urgedj

Board to Prepare Report 
On School Costs

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A bill to authorize the establishment of 
a ‘Provincial Assessment Commission, recommended by 
three royal commissions in the past three years, will be 
introduced, in the legislature by Education Minister W. T.
Straith during the present session._____________________

Duties of the commission will
be to equalize assessments in 
school districts throughout the 
province to obtain a more equit­
able balance on the distribution 
of School costs.

For the present, however, it is 
planned to limit the commis­
sion’s activities largely to rural 
areas.

ppointment

eron Royal Commission on edu-| 
cation finance in 1945.

The recommendation was re-i 
peated in the Goldenberg Report! 
and again in the report of the! 
MacLean Commission which was! 
tabled in the House on Tuesday.!

The MacLean Commission! 
found that while there has 
Some attempt to equalize assess-| 
ments since the Cameron Report 

lamented there are still 
in the collec«| 

:es.

Estimates 
E stimated 

I Incorrectly •
By GORDON ROOT 

f From The Vancouver Dally Province 1 1 Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The harassed I 

| Coalition government talked its ] 
1 way out of another budget mud- 

I die Wednesday.
It took the better part of half I 

; an hour to convince Opposition I 
( Leader Harold E. Winch that I 
j there was not something wrong I 

about the estimates, but it was I 
achieved and the House settle^! 
down to a pithy legislation of the 1 
achievements and problems of 1 

! farmers of the province.
As members eased back in their I 

I upholstered swivel chairs, pre-1 
pared for another day of legisla- E 
tive oratory, Mr. Winch rose to I 
announce an astounding dis-1 
covery.

In his hands he held two copies I 
of the estimates, and he reported I 
that there was a difference of I 
$300,000 in the abbreviated list I 

^of expenditures in the two books. [ 
Hastily Premier Johnson and I 

finance Minister Anscomb hud-1 
lied for a comparison of their I 
opies and discovered the same I 
liscrepancy. —

Mr. Winch argued it was ira- 
I possible for the House to con-1 
f aider two different sets of ex­

penditures.
The error, apparently over-1 

looked in the printing, developed! 
in the special grant to aid rural I 
school districts, with one set of J 
nooks showing the grant as $800,- 
000 and the other as $1,100,000.

In his budget address, Mr. j 
comb had announced the as 
ance at the latter figure and 

ie to report that the 
ount was obviously

Shortage 
(Of Eggs
iForecast

VICTORIA —r A shortage of 
I eggs in British Columbia in the 
Inear future was forecast in the 
B legislature Wednesday by Agri- i 
I culture Minister Frank Putnam, i 
I Mr. Putnam said that while in 
11947 the poultry population of 
8 the province was. 57 per cent 
8 higher than in 1945, the removal 
I of ceilings and subsidies on feed 
a grain has sharply reduced the j 
3 number of hens. Only 50 per 
8 cent of last year’s output is being 
I hatched.
1 The minister also reported a I 
I sharp reduction in cattle because j 
I of the increase in feed prices but j 
I said the slaughtering has resulted j 
Jin culling out the poorer breeds. | 
[The quality of aniihals is now J 
| considerably higher.
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Victoria Pays Its Municipal Taxes
ON THE FACE OF IT, the Provincial which held that such grants should not 

Government has made a generous only include the sum equivalent to taxes 
gesture toward the municipalities by an- but business taxes and licences as well, 
noundng that it will make special grants Victoria seems prepared to ignore Mr. 
to them in lieu of taxation on government Goldenberg’s second recommendation on 
buildings used for commercial purposes, the same subject. He urged that if there 
' But there were no details of how this is an undue concentration of crown prop- 

largesse will be dispensed and a little rough erty, or where the tax exemption of such 
arithmetic shows the concession will property is discriminatory in its effect on 
neither strain Victoria’s pocketbook nor local taxation, the government should 
help the cities and municipalities much. make a grant in aid of local taxes.

Vancouver, which can expect as much In this city there are provincial build­
er more than any other city, will qualify tags with an assessed value of $2,115,000 
for only âssmall donation. The govern- and land assessed at $1,597,000 which, if 
ment’s chief husjness buildings here are taxed in the normal way, would net the 
its liquor stores, and some of those are city between $125,000 and $150,000 
leased from private owners. Its biggest annually.
holding in this respect is the Beatty street Vancouver taxpayers can be excused 
liquor warehouse on which, if the govern- for considering this exemption is discrim­
inent pays a sum equivalent to normal inatory. And when they consider there 
taxes, the dty will net a meagre $1500 is more than $20,000,000 worth of tax 
a year. exempt federal property in this city as

In making the special grants the gov- well they will begin to have some idea of 
emment is tardily following a recommend- the municipal tax loads the two govem- 
ation of the Goldenberg Commission, ments are escaping.

>AY, MARCH 27,1!

FEW NEW ISSUES BEFORE HOUSEjj^BWMBI
Members Urge Profit Control Sales Tax Reduction

By GORDON ROOT licences to permit firms to do]® presented to the House be con- |
From The Vancouver Dally province business but has anyone heard 

of a man or a firm being put out 
of business for overcharging 
since the Dominion government 
gave up controls?

“If we do licence people to do 
business we should stipulate that 
charges shall be fair, otherwise 
the licence will be withdrawn.”

Commander Beard wound up 
with the recommendation that 
members of the legislature 
should be called to Victoria a 
week before the House opens 
to expedite the business of the 
session.

Irrigation problems In the 
Okanagan were again laid before 
the House by Dr. Laird who 
asked for the establishment of 
an Okanagan irrigation author­
ity. ,

The Dieppe veteran, who lost 
a leg as a result of wounds re­
ceived in the disastrous battle, 
dealt at length with the prob­
lems of hospitalization, but he 
found time to admit his un­
questioning faith in the adminis­
tration and its actions.

The proposed hospitalization 
plan he argued, will require 
additional facilities in existing 
hospitals.

Overlooking the fact that there 
is much' opposition to the use 
of current revenues for capital
•■roMwU*.,— v- ---------

solidated; that the sales tax, 
while perhaps essential in prin­
ciple, be reduced to two per 
cent; and that rates be reduced 
on automobile insurance.

Small loggers in his district, 
said the member from Prince 
George, are worried, since the 
introduction of the forest man­
agement plan, over their future

Victoria ’ "Bureau 

VICTORIA — Three back 
Witchers, who held the floor in 
the legislature through Thurs­
day’s two hour sitting, recom­
mended to the government the 
immediate establishment of a 
medical faculty at the University 
of B.C.; control of profits in pri-

Scheme
| timber supply.

Obviously, at the end of four 
weeks of debate there are few 
new issues to be placed before
the House and it takes a fair 
amount of ingenuity on the part 
of a private member to keep his Bill Expected
colleagues awake.

The fact that Commander 
Charles Beard (Coalition, Esqui­
mau) Dr. R. R Laird (Coalition, 
SbnHkameen) and John Mrlnnis 
(CCF Port George) accom­
plished the feat was due in part 
to their brevity.
MORE MINISTERS

Commander Beard contended 
that the government lacks ef-

This Session
i

From The Vancouver Daily Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Government 
Sources here today declared 
the administration plans to in­
troduce legislation at the pres­
ent session to provide for a 
province - wide contributory 
hospitalization plan.

The government’s interest 
In such a project was hinted

_e______ 0 vasw O C D O I U It
March 2.

Several days later in his policy 
speech, Premier Byron I. John­
son told the house he would like 
to see a scheme based on the pre­
sent Blue Cross 1-------------
plan provided for 
of the province.

Details of the

-avicoaw uj me
tn million budget for the com- 

fiscal year the opportunity 
of extending these facilities.

earlier
Mclnnis joined Corn-labor entire] proposed bill

.------ «— —— disclosed, but]
it is understood the plan would 
provdafor periodic payment into

Beard In urj that theof the

mmTTJTëT
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Widening of Kingsway 
To Start Immediately

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA^—Widening of Kingsway through Burnaby I 

rill begin immediately.
Tenders will be called within 10 days for the first unit! 

ef the reconstruction.
The artery will carry four lanes of traffic and have]

two parking lanes. ïvery effort I 
will be made to complete the! 
project “at the earliest possible! 
date.”

Works Minister Carson made I 
the announcement to the Legis-| 
lature this afternoon in a 90- 
minute address in which he re­
vealed:
TO BE ARTERY

The Southern Trans-Provincial 1 
highway is to become one of the I 
main arteries of the province. By I 
the end of the year, only 65 miles I 
of reconstruction will remain on I 
the Vancouver-Grand Forks sec-| 
tion.

Trans-Canada, Cariboo, Island I 
and Okanagan highways also will] 
be improved.

The public works department!
I will build 124 miles of new high- ]
I way, 40 bridges and lay 465 miles |
I of paving.

Hope-Princeton Highway will I 
j not be open this year. It is hoped!
I to have it ready for traffic early I 
| in 1949.
I HART HIGHWAY DELAYED

Mr. Carson said construction on I 
Ithe John Hart Highway, linking!
1 Prince George and Dawson I 
j Creek, also has been delayed. He] 
[set no date for its opening.

Commenting on i n c r easing 1
■ costs, the minister explained an[ 
1 all-time high of $7,000,000 will! 
| be spent on maintaining roads, I
■ bridges and ferries, yet it will! 
j accomplish no more than the | J $6,000,000 voted last year.

Bridge construction is a serl- 
1 ous problem, he said. The price | 
I of steel—when it is available—1 
I is much higher; wages are up | 
| 25 per cent.

“Effect of these increases is] 
I that only a little more than half j 
] the structures will be built that | 
| had been planned.

“However, the wood structures! 
tare in such condition, the work] 
j can not be postponld.”

Here are other details of high-1 
| way construction:

Lougheed Highway will be | 
S paved from Vancouver city lira-J 
lits to Maillardville and from Pitt] 
! River to Hatzic.

ISLAND Highway will be re-| 
(constructed from Duncan to| 
(Ladysmith.

OKANAGAN Highway will bel 
(rebuilt for six miles out of Ver-| 
(non toward Kelowna; improved! 
| between the ferry and Westbank;f 
I construction between Kamloops ( 

and Vernon, Posthill and Wingate] 
(will be extended.

TRANS - CANADA Highway] 
[will be widened and straightened] 
I near Boston Bar, south of Lyt$on[ 
| and between Lytton and Spences | 
(Bridge. It is hoped reconstruc-g 
I tion east of Kamloops will be| 
(completed to Chase.

SOUTHERN TRANS - PROV-I 
BlNCIAL Highway between Kale-| 
| den and Penticton will be wid 
lened, eliminating sharp 
(reconstructed between\ Ing 
[Bridge and. Midway, west 
I Grand Forks and east of Cm 
[brook to «

[INTERIOR PROJECTS
Paving projects planned for the( 

[interior and Vancouver Island:( 
[Hope toward Yale, seven miles;]
I Trans-Canada Highway east of]
■ Kamloops, 13.5 miles; Nelson-1 
iNelway, 20 miles; Kamloops-] 
[Vernon, seven miles; Kootenay-]
I Columbia Highway, Golden] 
[south, six miles.

Armstrong-Ederby, nine miles; I 
|Red Gap to Qualicum and Union! 
[Bay section, 21 miles; Parks ville g 
I to Cathedral Grove, 20 miles.

The Northern Trans-Provincial | 
[Highway will be rebuilt between] 
[Prince Rupert and Port Edwards; 1 
[construction will be carried out] 
[in the vicinity of Terrace and! 
[Kitwanga, Prince George and g 
J Vanderhoof.
[bridge projects

Biggest bridge projects this I 
[year will be a $325,000 span] 
j across Veddar Canal in the Fraser | 
j Valley and a $200,000 span over I 
[stave River. Bridges through the I 
[Fraser Canyon on Trans-Canada] 
[Highway will be replaced at a | 
[cost of $300,000.

The Duncan-Ladysmith revi-1 
[sion on the Island Highway, larg­
est single project ever undertaken |
[ on Vancouver Island, will require |
118 miles of reconstruction.

On the Cariboo Highway, con- 
| strcution of an approach to a new | 
[bridge over Deep Cove north of]
1 Williams Lake will be under-g 
[taken. It will invilve removal of I 
[400,000 cubic yards of material—| 
[heaviest single cut ever under-| 
[taken by the department.

Emphasizing importance at-1 
Itached to the Southern Trans-1 
[Provincial Highway, Mr. Carson] 
[said:

“It is the highway boàrd's I 
[ recommendation that construe-1 
j tion be continued until it is re-1 
[constructed and paved to the| 
[Alberta boundary.”

Mr. Carson revealed that the] 
[government is constructing build- 
lings worth $2,500,000, and others] 
worth $3,200,000 at UBC are being] 

j built. He announced no new| 
[undertakings.

Failure of the government to] 
[assume additional costs in con-] 
[struction and maintenance of] 
[highways through municipalities]
I—recommended in the Golden-^ 
[berg report — was due to a staff] 
[shortage in his department, he]
I said.

He discussed the question of] 
[assistance to municipalities ini 
[building through highways, and] 
[said it was essential the whole] 
[matter be reviewed.
[purpose defeated

“In certain areas ribbon busi-| 
[ness development is detracting 1 
[from the usefulness and original] 
[purpose of our present highway] 
(design.

“Our modern highways in cer­
tain sections are merely another] 
[street, with comparative hind-] 
[ranees to the free flow of motor] 
[traffic.”

Reporting on accomplishments I 
Jin 1947-48, Mr. Carson said worlfl 
|had been undertaken on 214 1

pf construction and reconstruct 
on at a cost of $7,580,000.

evenues from the three-centl 
(gasoline tax allotted to paving] 
I had covered hard-surfacing of] 
1238 miles of highway.

Four bridges were completed,] 
116 are in process of construction, I 
(and 17 have been replaced by I 
(permanent culverts and fills, he I 
(said.

Mennonite 
Franchise 
Rejected

■ From Hie Vancouver Dally Province I
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The legislature’s j 
I Elections Act committee today j 
(decided not to recommend to the| 
1 House that Mennonites in Brit- [ 
I ish Columbia be given the Iran- [ 
|chise.

A motion by Don Brown (Coa- 
I lit ion, Vancouver Burrard) to I 
J enfranchise the Mennonites I 
(failed to reach a vote when CCF] 
(members on the committee] 
(charged it would be discrimina-] 
(tion to allow members of the sect] 
(to vote if Doukhobors and Hut- ] 
I ter it es, who are also barred, are] 
(not included.

The committee agreed to the 8 
(principle of prohibiting indepen-] 
(dent candiates in provincial elec- i 
j tions from using identifying titles ]
■ similar to those of major polit­
ical parties.

The move would ban such titles | 
[as “Independent Liberal” and] 
I “People’s CCF.”

[Committee 
I Hears Voting 
Problems

VICTORIA (CP)—The special 
(committee of the B.C. Legislature 
I studying amendments to the 
(Provincial Elections Act today 
I heard of problems that migrating 
(prairie folk were causing deputy 
(registrars of voters.

G. M. Phillips, registerar gen» 
[eral of voters, read a letter from 
I one deputy who reported some 
(persons from the prairies were 
(being registered who had lived 
lin B.C. the required six month 
(period but were probably plan­
ning to return to their prairie 
I homes.

Actually these persons are not 
I qualified unless they have estab­
lished their homes in B.C.
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pulsory Hospitalizat REPORT

Bill To Be Introduced
■SMOOMMI • From Th

1 VICTORL 
|| the government 
3 15 other subjei 

ft knows, 
/a Kenzie) was ou 
I debate was out of 
j At Tuesday’s twi 
I the house learned 
I Works Minister E. C 
I highways will be co 
H paved in 1948; from 
I castle Corsbie (( 
I River), a country m 
I of numerous varie 
I from Speaker R. E 
I fact that a governm 
I not fatal.
I Mr. Speaker e H opinion in a writtei 
I to the house.
| OUT OF ORDER
I He ruled that M 
I argument that th< 
a bâte was out of < 
I the estimates provit 
I inet ministers wher 
1 tion provides for 
I ill founded.

The estimates, Mi 
| are submitted to t 
I for consideration 
I of supply and can 
I at that time.
I Mr. Corsbie, wh( 
I 34 years of bacheL 
1 altar next week, i 
I in a talking mood.

The member for 
I is a bookkeeper bt 
I uents in the main 
1 and as a faithful s 
I people he represe 
I largely with farmi; 
| He believed tha 
3 lumbia was ill advi 
I ing the financial 
1 Dominion - provinci 
I without getting the 
* ty provisions outl 
% Greenbook proposa 

International ta 
I ments, he declared 
I ously affect B.C.’s 
I the Dominion 
| coarse grain policy 
I the farmers and th 
3 erally, and the boa 
9 commissioners hac 
I province a grievous 
I lowing a straight 2 
I crease in freight i
| MEMBER GIVES 1
| At this point. Art 
I (Coalition Saanich)
■ ed to deliver his r
■ following the mem 
I River, looked at t
■ put his notes back i 
I The Peace River 
■been on his feet 
■hour and it was obv
■ was getting a little 
I With all of the
■ new convert to t 
■launched into a len 
I tion of the CCF i
■ the Labor-Progress 
I The CCF, he as;

■always advocated t 
■principle—“The prii
■ things together tha
■ alone/*__________

MMMH

Blue Cross Hospital Plan
Special to The Vancouver Dally Province

British Columbia’s new compulsory hospitalization 
plan is similar to the Blue Cross Hospital Plan, already in 
operation.

Here is what the Blue Cross system does :
Provides hospital care at standard ward rates, use of operat­

ing room, diagnostic X-ray, physiotherapy, serums, diets, dressings 
(except special drugs and oxygen), clinical pathology and other 
specified services. Hospital care is given for 30 days in the first 
year, increasing five days yearly to a maximum of 50 days, with 
an additional 60 days for bone fractures.

Monthly rate for any employed group:
Single employee ________________________ $1.25
Married employee with family--------------------- 2.75

Maximum Family Payment 
Of $33 Yearly Scheduled

By, GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A compulsory contributory hospitalization 
plan to cover every resident of British Columbia will be in­
troduced in the legislature immediately, Premier Byron I. j 
Johnson announced today.

Details of the plan, which will call for a maximum family j 
payment of $33 a year, are not contained in the premier’s | 
press announcement but it is understood they will approxim- j 
ate the Blue Cross plan.

Exemptions will be allowed only for persons already ] 
covered by comparable hospitalization insurance.

Cost of the project will befMedical Services Association ‘The scheme to be instituted,
will bring hospitalization with­
in the financial reach of every­
one and it is hoped that as the 
plan is put into practical opera­
tion, other improvements may 
be made from time to time as 
the funds warrant.’*

| covered by a $2 million stabiliza- 
1 tion fund to be drawn from rev- 
IBenue surplus, plus the provin- 
vflcial and municipal grants to hos- 
I Ipitals of 70 cents per patient 
1 I day.
| j FROM TAX FIELD

| In addition the provincial gov- 
\ ernment will take over the 
| amusement tax field when the 

Dominfbn withdraws and receipts 
from this source will be ear- 

j j marked for the hospitalization 
I scheme.

“The stabilization fund, there- 
1 ! fore will be built up from four 
i different sources,” the premier

Many B.C. persons, in addition to hospital insurance 
under Blue Cross, also have medical expense protection 
under the Medical Services Association, generally known 
as MSA. The new B.C. compulsory plan does not include 
any services given by the IlSA.

The MSA scheme :
Provides medical and surgical care, limited to employed 

groups. Eligible groups are 10 employees or 75 per cent of a staff, 
whichever is greater.

Monthly rate based on even division of men and women 
employees:

Single employee_________________________ $1.72
Married employee and family______________ 4.66

This rate increases if proportion of women employees is greater.
Initial registration fee of $1.50 is charged.

Hart Marks 
Birthday

FormerVICTORIA ... ,
Premier John Hart, a B.C. cab-1 
inet minister longer than any­
one in the province’s history, 
celebrated his 69th birthday to-1 
day.

The Irish-born minister moved 
I to Victoria in 1898 and was first 
I elected to the legislature in 1916.
I He served as finance minister 
I from 1917 to 1924, and was again 
I named finance minister in 1933. 
I He held the finance portfolio

■

Plan Aggravates
Hospital Problem

until 1946. He was named pre­
mier in 1941 and left the premier-1 

I ship last Dec. 29.

take more patients even if the patients could afford it.
Dr. R. A. Seymour, medicall One insurance firm-fiii 

head of General Hospital, said said he estimated a hospi 
his institution ‘‘just won’t be able tion scheme such as outlin 
to take care of an increased de- the government would coi 

Inland.” He said present patients tween $45 and $50 if handl 
are accepted on an “emergency a private company. 
merit” system, with more serious -Percy WardT chief inspec 
patients getting immediate at- hospitals for the provincial

arid that collectors will be used 
to pick up payments from per­
sons engaged in their own busi- Exemptions

(Growing
VICTORIA — Exemptions in 

the Provincial government’s pro­
posed sales tax will be far more

iThe government will contract 
with the hospitals to supply ward 
and diagnostic service on a com­
plete essential basis.

“It likewise will continue to 
provide hospital services for all 

[recognized social indigent pa- 
Itients.”
ENTIRE FAMILY

I ' "This takes in such pensioners 
[as old age pensioners, mothers 
pensioners and those in receipt

tention and others being puf on 
a waiting list

He said, however, the plan 
would be a boon to the hospital’s

[finances —. “that is if everyone ____ ___| 1, ,, n._ „U1
is covered, including social as- (Health Minister Pearson), 
sis tance cases.” ™~1- —*-----

W. G. Welsford, executive di­
rector of Blue Cross hospitaliza-j 
tion plan, said his group has 
found a shortage of beds in Van­
couver, New Westminster and

ernment, said: “British Columbia 
has more hospital beds per 1000 
of population than any other 
province.”

“I feel sure that the minister
------ ------- - will

work out some feasible plan so 
there will be hospital space for 
any who require it.”

extensive than at first anticipat­
ed, it was learned here today.

Opposition to the measure is 
developing in the coalition caucus 
and it is how likely that many| 
articles apart from “food for hu-l 
man consumption" will not bei 

[taxed.
| 'Among the items likely to be; 
[exempt are children’s clothing

of social allowances.”
The $33 payment will provide

hospitalization insurance for an 
entire family including all chil­
dren up to the age of 16 yean

ictoria. The Blue Cross does 
ot send patients to private hés­
itais.
Major Insurance firms in Van- 
>uver report they handle little 
capitalization insurance, and 
îe government compulsory plan

more general list of f<
After that they will apply as 
single persons.

“The only persons exempted
from the government’s hoi 
insurance scheme will be 
who already have coverage 
other organizations or compi

conflict with their

Qipflttli
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REPORT FROM VICTORIA

! House Hears of Works
1 REPORT FROM VICTORIA

House Honors John Hart
I And 15 Other Subjects ■ On Sixty-ninth Birthday

By GORDON ROOT
• From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau -

VICTORIA—The Legislature now knows all about! 
g the government’s public works program and a little about! 

15 other subjects.
ft knows, too, that Herbert Gargrave ( CCF Mac-| 

Kenzie) was out of order in his contention that the budget
debate was out of order.

At Tuesday’s two-hour sitting 
the house learned from Public 
Works Minister E. C. Carson what 
highways will be constructed and 
paved in 1948; from Joseph Hard 
castle Corsbie (CCF Peace 
River), a country member’s views

“That’s the Communist policy** 1 
interjected Alan McDonell j 
Coalition Vancouver Centre). 
THAT'S DIFFERENT

That may be,’* replied Mr. I 
Corsbie, “but they do it in a dif-1 
ferent way.”

The CCF member was staunch-1
of numerous varied issues, and iy opposed to the greatly in­

creased liquor sales in British] 
Columbia.

In the coming year, he charged, I 
17% per cent of the provincial ! 
income will be derived from the] 
sales of alcoholic beverages and! 
this accounts for a comparatively | 
small percentage of the money I 
spent in B.C. liquor stores.

from Speaker R. H. Carson, the 
fact that a government error was 
not fatal.

Mr. Speaker expressed his 
opinion in a written presentation 
to the house.
OUT OF ORDER

He ruled that Mr. Gargrave’s 
argument that the budget, de- 
bâte was out of order because] 
the estimates provide for 11 cab-' 
inet ministers when the constituai 
tion provides for only 10, was 
ill founded.

The estimates, Mr. Carson said, 
are submitted to the legislature 
for consideration in committee 
of supply and can be amended 
at that time.

Mr. Corsbie, who will forsake 
34 years of bachelorhood at the 
altar next week, was obviously] 
in a talking mood.

The member for‘Peace River I 
is a bookkeeper but his constit- ] 
uents in the main are farmers ] 
and as a faithful servant of the! 
people he represents he dealt | 
largely with farming problems.

He believed that British Co-| 
lumbia was ill advised in accept­
ing the financial terms of the] 
Dominion - provincial agreement | 
without getting the social securi­
ty provisions outlined in the] 
Greenbook proposals.

International tariff agréé-1 
ments, he declared would seri-l 
ously affect B.C.'s fruit crop;!

| the Dominion government’s I 
coarse grain policy was b^d for] 
the farmers and the people gen- [ 
erally, and the board of railway | 
commissioners had done th i s I 
province a grievous wrong in al-1 
lowing a straight 21 per cen#in- ] 
crease in freight rates.
MEMBER GIVES UP

At this point, Arthur J. R. Ash I 
(Coalition Saanich) who was slat-1 

ed to deliver his maiden speech I 
following the member for Peace! 
River, looked at the clock and! 
put his notes back in the drawee |

The Peace River member h 
been on his feet for over < 

iout and it was obvious the hou. 
was getting a little restive.

With all of the fervbr of an E 
new convert to the cause, he| 
launched into a lengthy explana­
tion of the CCF abhorrence of| 
the Labor-Progressive Party.

The CCF, he asserted, have] 
always advocated the same basic] 
principle—“The principle of doing] 
things tpflfthar that jig can’t do ] 
alone.”

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Former Premier John Hart beamed gra- 
■ clously as, for a brief moment Wednesday, he once again 
i became the central figure in the legislature.

In front of him on his desk lay a bouquet of red roses, 
acknowledging his 69th birthday,' 
and in turn Premier Byron L.
Johnson and Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch wished him well.

Then he, in turn, rose to his 
feet, and in the longest address 

i he has made in the House as 
a private mepiber he told “those 
of you who have the responsi- 

I bility of government and those 
who in the future will take over 
that responsibility, the people 
will expect from you vision, cour­
age and confidence.”

I COSTS QUERIED
Apart from the opening tribute 

I to the former leader of the gov­
ernment, the day’s proceedings 

| included some pertinent queries 
on operating costs in the hos­
pitals of trfe province and some 
flattering comments on the prod­
ucts of the farm lands of Grand 
Forks and Saanich districts.

Arthur J. R. Ash, whose previ- 
j ous political experience was ac­
quired in Ottawa, confined his 
subject matter in his maiden 
speech largely to the constitu 
ency of Saanich which in the 
February by-election placed him 
in the legislature.

.Stressing the agricultural mer 
Its of his riding, Mr. Ash de- 

‘ elared that the production could 
be greatly increased through ir­
rigation.

He asked that a project to pro­
vide additional water for the land 
be undertaken with the property, 
the Provincial government and 
Ottawa sharing the cost, and, 
a preliminary step urged that 
a committee be set up to study 
the problem.

The government’s plan to pro­

vide hospital insurance is most] 
praiseworthy, continued the] 
Saanich member, but he warned] 
that full health insurance could] 
not be undertaken on a basis that ] 
would amount to confiscation of! 
a doctor’s skill.

Winch Urges 
Shift in Jail 
Management

1 VICTORIA (CP)—E. E. Winch I 
■ (CCF-Burnaby), Wednesday in 8 the legislature called on the gov-L 
Bernment to remove jail-adminis-| 
Itration from the attorney- gen-1 
leral’s department and place it I 
■under the department of educa-l 
I tion.
1 He maintained problems of cor- 
|rection, particularly in juvenile! 
■delinquency, related primarily to] 
| education.

“We have failed to give our I 
■youth an opportunity to make! 
■something out of their lives and! 
■gain a proper social concept.” I 
1 Mr. Winch noted that of those! 
■admitted to Oakalla last year, 14] 
g per cent were under 21 y^ars] 
lof age and 40 per gent under

SUBSIDIZE STUDENTS 
A more equitable plan, he con­

tended, would be to subsidize | 
medical students in return for a| 
period of service under a health] 
insurance plan.

He plugged «for government! 
support in improving the roads | 
in his constituency; a constructive I 
immigration program for the 8 
province, and for government ac-1 
tion to provide the people of the| 
province “with opportunities fori 
employment, social security and| 

higher standard of living.”
E. E. Winch (CCF, Burnaby),! 

perennial champion of the sick,] 
both physical and mental, dis-" 
covered discrepancies in the op-| 
crating costs of hospitals through-1 
out the province.

It was understandable, he ad-g 
mitted, that there should be al 
difference in patient diem costs Q 
at Williams Lake and in Van- 
cquver but he was not prepared j 
to accept the variations existing 
between St. Paul’s Hospital and 
the General.

He criticized conditions it] 
Oakalla prison farm, charging] 
that the 29 cents per prisoner] 
per day that is paid for the food] 
is insufficient to provide health­
ful meals.

As usual, much of his addre: 
was devoted to an examination! 
of conditions in provincial institu-[ 
tions generally and to a plea fori 
a cradle-to-grave social security! 
plan, but he found time to deny] 
the assertion of Municipal Af-] 
fairs Minister R. C. MacDonald! 
made in a radio address Monday! 
that the Labor-Progressive Party | 
is infiltrating the CCF.

] ACTION URGED
He deplored the government’s! 

] failure to take action in the bank-1 
|rupted health societies, declaring | 
|that criminal action should be] 
g taken against some of the offi-| 

:ers and that subscribers should] 
reimbursed.

The administration, he said, de- 
]served every credit for building! 

vo homes for aged patients at| 
ondale but he argued that two § 

|more are needed.
L Seed growing at Grand Forks g 
nd the Victory Highway, pro-1 

jected Southern Trans-Provincial I 
highway link that would pass! 

trough the State of Washington,! 
iccupied the attention of Torn] 
ove (Coalition, Grand Forks- 

■Greenwood).
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Sales Tax of 
3 Pet. Hinted

Legislature Opens With Promise
Of Aid for Municipalities

By LESLIE FOX 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 2.—Aid for B.C. municipalities wasi 
promised today at the opening of the third session of British! 
Columbia’s 21st Legislature.

The pledge was among seven items of legislation fore-a 
shadowed in the Speech from the Throne delivered by Lt.-| 
Gov. Charles A. Banks at the colorful opening ceremony.

The speech did not say 
the cities will be assisted.

While the speech refrained 
from mentioning any new taxa­
tion, observers here were quick 
to interpret the carefully-chosen 
words of the text as indicating 
that the proposed sales tax will 
be submitted to the House. 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

It was noted that the govern­
ment, in the Throne Speech, 
lumped together the problems 
of municipalities with the rising 
cost of social security and other 
important public services.

It went on to state that the 
[government is aware of the situa­
tion and “proposes to place be­
fore you measures designed to 
alleviate the situation.”

I Reports current around the 
legislative buildings are that a 
three percent sales tax is being 
considered on all but essential 
food stuffs.
WOULD YIELD $12,000,000

It is calculated that a 3 per­
cent levy would produce about 
$12,000,000 in new revenue for 
the government.

Out of this $4,000,000 would be 
[allocated to relieving municipali­
ties of school costs, and the 
other $8,000,000 either put into 
general revenue to pay or high­
er social service costs, or defin­
itely earmarked as a social se­
curity levy.

The Throne Speech also avoid­
ed a definite commitment on the 
rumored hospital insurance plan 
and limited comment on the nos- 

ital finance problem to the fact 
:hat it is being studied and the 
[overnment hopes to find a solu- 
ion.

| OTHER LEGISLATION'
Other legislation promised byj 

[the Throne Speech:
I ] —Revision of Bill 39, the Laboij 

Code.
12—Benefits of the Workmen's 
| Compensation Act to be iff 
H creased.
3—Important amendments to thd 

I Forest Act to widen the scop 
I of the sustained program.
|4—A further public works pr<
1 gram and completion of major! 
| undertakings now under way.
I 5—Establishment of a new sys-| 

tem of clinical treatment fori 
mental patients to save them I 

I from committal to mental instil 
tutlone. With this will be a new I 
method ot admitting patients toi 

I the institutions. 1
1 A—Legislation covering agricul l 
Ie" tural matters, which 1 

not defined.
} 7—Revision, the mining |

laws.

Ip
It!

HEALTH INSURANCE 
The Throne Speech also disclos l 

ed that the government is pender-l 
ing the problem of hospital tin-1 
ances and said "proposals are be-l 
ing. studied with a view ot lind-r 
lng a solution to this problem." 1 

There has been speculation 
here about a hospital insurance! 
scheme, but it was not menlionedg 
In the speech.

It was announced that a newg 
biological laboratory will be estab-| 
lished to aid development ot theg 
fishing industry.

It is also planned to enlarge! 
the technical staff of the B.C.g 
Science and Industrial Research! 
Council to improve research into] 
Industrial problems.
FIFTIETH YEAR 

His Honor referred to the tact I 
that today’s ceremony marked! 
the 50th year since British Coium-1 
bia s Legislature Buildings wereg 
opened. „ . .Much has been accomplished I 
since that date and I am confi-g 
dent that the passage of anotherg 
50 years will witness develop! 
ment tar surpassing anything ex-1 
perienced In the history of theg 
province. I

A tribute to ex Premier John! 
Hart was paid by his Honor. I 

His unselfish devotion to theg 
public service during a period | 
of 22 years is unequalled in theg 
history ot BC., he said. |

He congratulated Arthur J. R.| 
Ash and Walter Hogg, the two g 
new members elected in Febru-I 
ary 23 by elections In Saanich g 
and Cariboo. I

Hon. W. T. Straith was wel-g 
corned as the new Minister otg 

location.

B.C. Digging Into 
jWartime Surplus

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 2.—In the fiscal year ending March! 

131, 1947, the Provincial government had a current revenue! 
Isurplus of $10,502,650, the largest in its history, Finance! 
I Minister Herbert Anscomb disclosed to the Legislature this!
| afternoon.

But, he disclosed, $4,652,4901 
I was spent out of surplus account!
| during the year.

While he showed a net balance! 
Bof $27,844,350 unspent at last!
I March 31 out of the accumulated! 
[surpluses of the war years, the!
■ finance minister explained that!
I all of this sum has been earmark-! 
led for expenditures except for|
| $4,305,000.

Mr. Anscomb’s statement show- j 
Bed that provincial revenues!
I reached $56,817,942, the largest j 
I in history, and exceeded the es-1 
Itimates by $14,000,000.
I INFLATION FELT

Current expenditures totalled |
I $46,315,293, which was $1,700,000 j 
! higher than the estimates.
I In addition to the regular ex-1 
I penses the $4,652,490 spent out of j 
[ revenue surplus brought total ex- 8 
Ipenditure to $50,967,783. The ex-1 
B tra expenses included $2,074,522 8 
B on roads, $238,863 for cost of liv- j 
E ing bonus to old age pensionsers, j 
I $1,000,000 put into sinking funds, [
1 $109,930 on mining roads and I 
[trails and a $75,000 emergency!
| grant to UBC.
I The essential point of the ac-l 
I counts presented by Mr. Anscomb I 
I today is that they cover only the I 
[period up to last March 31, Since!
■ then the inflationary boom has!
I hit the treasury.
g On all fronts revenues in-1 
[ creased during the year. Liquor I 
[profits were the largest single! 
litem of revenue, with a total of! 
[$14,759,257 derived from the gov-1 
1 ernment sales. Auto licenses pro-1 
[duced $4,457,794, an increase of! 
I $1,200,000. Motorists paid an-l 
[other $5,682,093 to the treasury! 
[from gasoline taxes, an increase! 
[of $1,300,000. The horse races! 
I tax produced $525,101, an increase! 
[of $50,000.
1 ASSETS INCREASED
I From various timber royalties! 
land other land department® 
[revenues the treasury collected! 
[$6,266,835, an increase of nearly! 
[$1,000,000. The game branch col-1 
[ lected $605,786, an increase of | 
| $160,000.

On the expenditure side social!
■ service through the provincial! 
[secretary’s department jumped! 
1 $1,600,000 to $12,865,802. Educa-I 
jtion costs soared by $3,700,000 tog 
| $9,029,385.
1 The provincial balance sheet! 
[disclosed an Increase in assets of! 
| $17,061,777 to a total of $332,109,- 
1651; liabilities increased by! 
■$9,880,297 to $257,059,092 this gave I 
Ban increase in the surplus of I 
Bassets of liabilities from $67,878,- \ 
1078 to $75,050,5

BIG BUSINESS

Profit on 
Liquor at 
Top Peak

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 2.—T7 

liquor business is still boon

Reports filed in the Legis-| 
iture this afternoon by At- j 
•mey-General Gordon Wis-I 

mer disclosed that sales by I 
*he Liquor Control Board fori 
{six months ending last Sep-1 
.tember 30, totalled the all-1 
-time high of $26,257,720.| 
? Profits were $7,531,030.

Total sales were $3,600,0001 
|greater than in the correspond-# 
■ing six months of 1946, and the I 
profit was $1,200,000 greater.

On the basis of the six months’! 
ireport, sales of well over $54,000.-[ 
000 for the full year are fore] 

least 
{record
' In filing the six months' re-| 
■port, Wismer also tabled the Li-[ 
quor Board’s full report for thej 

j f iscal year ending March 31, | 
§ 1947, which showed total sales in [ 
$ the 12 months of $47,981,515, also [ 

an all time record. Profits for[ 
the year were $14,634,291. 
than in the previous year, 
increase of $9,218,059, and the! 
profits were $3,600,000 greater!

The 194647 sales showed an|
On the basis of the report,! 

British Columbians spent approx- r 
imately $47.90 per capita on 
liquor, including every man, 
woman and child.

The biggest jump was in sales! 
of spirits which went up by $7,-l 
000,000 to a total of $27,189,985,1 
because the supply situation had| 
started to ease.

Sales of beer, ale and other! 
malt liquors amounted to $19,-1 
366,674, an increase of $1,800,000. |
GOVT PROFITS

British Empire wines brought | 
in $990,004, an increase of $222,-f 
000.

Besides the $14,634,291 collect-1 
ed by the provincial government! 
on liquor sales, the Federal gov-| 
ernment took in $8,552,501 by g 
way of duty, excise and sales g 
taxes.

So that out of the $47,961,5151 
paid by the public for its liquor, g 
the two governments profited ton 
the extent of roughly half, or g 
$23,186,792.

Vancouver’s drinking bill for| 
the year was $21,774,014, or about 1 
40 percent of the provincial total, J 
and out of it the government! 
made a profit of $6,648,432.

Sales at the individual stores in g 
Vancouver were: Beatty Street, [ 
$2,425,241; Carrall Street, $2,367,- j 
945; Davie, $1,689,707; Ha *—B

t=i
beer patrons, 14,653,487; mail! 
order business, $407,045. I

The two Victoria stores soldi 
$3,908,890 worth ot liquor. I

The report shows there arisl 
now 373 beer parlors In the prov-f 
lnce, of which 63 are in Vancou-i 
ver; 43 veterans’ clubs, and 791 
other dubs licensed.
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Health Insurance 
Hinted in House

Legislature Hears Liberal Woman 
MLA Urge Action at Once

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 3.—The Legislature this afternoon 

got a broad hint a government hospital insurance scheme is 
— El the offing. "the mercy of their husbands.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, MLA for j belongings instead of being at I 
H Victoria, moving the address in She asked for an increase in I repiy to the Speech from the Workmen’s \ °0*i |

Throne, called upon the govern-:that t^ere are discrepancies un-®*
ment either to put the Health 
Insurance Act of 1936 into opera­
tion or bring down a similar 
scheme of hospital and medical 
aid on a contrlbutary basis.

By tradition the mover of the 
I address in reply speaks with the 
ear of the goyemment. Mrs.

| Hodges’ remarks were interpret­
ed as meaning that such 

! scheme may be brought do' 
this session,

She said that recent suspen­
sions of six health and accident 
associations, showing that thou-g 
sands of people had signed up” 
into insolvent health schemes, 
disclosed clearly the public de­
mand for such protection.

Members have received com- 
I plaints since the suspensions! 

took plice, she said, and the 
peopîe are demanding govern­
ment action.

Mrs. Hodges also called on the 
government to submit early in1 
the session its proposals for dea" 
ty^^with the municipal financh

She urged the government to 
bring down legislation control­
ling undesirable comic and pulp 
magazines, and she declared it! 
should not only ban the sale of 
such literature coming from the 
United States but also anything 
of the nature published in 
Canada.

The Victoria member renewed 
her plea for laws giving dower 

l rights for women, so that when 
wives are deserted by their hus-| 
bands they will have at least a 
joint interest in their home and

der present regulations so that 
while the widow of a workman 
who is killed gets only $40 a ) 
month, a mother draws $42.50m 
under mothers’ allowances. jfSL 

Nor, she said, do widows draw-g* 
ing compensation get hospitals 
and other benefits which go to| 
those being assisted under thei 
other government social service!

m

I Bridge Being 
I Paid for Now

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March li.—Tolls on 

the Pattullo Bridge across thé 
Fraser River at New Westmin­
ster are now producing nearly 
$500,000 a year, and are slowly 
overcoming the deficit toward 
paying for the $4,OOOAXX) bridge.

Public Accounts statements 
filed in the Legislature show 
that the deficit on the bridge 
account was reduced from $784,- 
496 to $641,592 between March, 
1946, and March, 1947.

Revenue from tolls; for fiscal 
year 1946-47 was $497,947, an ‘in­
crease of $111,000 from the 
previous year. Expenses of staff! 
and operating the bridge were 
$75,735, leaving $42.'J,212 which 
went towards payingf the inter-i 
est and sinking fu pd on thei 
bridge bonds.

Sinking Fund 
Bill Entered

VICTORIA, March 3.—T bel 
first bill introduced In the Legls-I 
lature Tuesday, the traditional I 
bill which asserts the priority I 
01 the people's business, dealt { 
with the City of Vancouver.

The bill, an enabling act fori 
Vancouvei, allows the city to pull 
its own debenture» Into the sink ! 
mg Mind to cover any shortages! 
t v,t lave occurred because of I 
fdiiiie to levy for them. The! 
>, nturefc may not be sold, but 
■ i, itv mn levy for their repay-
"**» li

Xi 'i t burnt time,, the bill pro- 
wct»*.- '.hat proceeds from tax 
sal.- ^upemes must be put Into 
the smkine fund.

1 ne b*F at»«) validates an agree- 
mtf/v between Vancouver City] 
and Wartime Housing Ltd., for 
const! v.ctioi *>t GOT houses in 
the Vane uivet and gives
the dty powei tv enter agree­
ments for mote no rue.1

Overlook Something, Mr. Johnson?
The speech from the Throne delivered by 

Jÿeutenant Governor Banks at the opening of 
die legislative session was disappointing in 
dhe important respect. There was no mention 
df a provincial immigration policy. People 
interested in the expansion of this province 
liope that it was an oversight. The govern­
ment should have something up its sleeve to 
tpatch what Alberta and Ontario are doing, 
j Federal Agriculture Minister Gardiner 

has called for a program to build Canada’s 
population to 25,000,000 by 1963. That’s 
rfbout twice the present estimated population 
df 12,600,000. But Mr. Gardiner’s colleagues 
la the cabinet, are evidently still somewhàt 
ijervous about French-Canadlan opposition 
to encouraging the growth of the English- 
speaking provinces. Mr. Gardiner wants tis 
ip set an immigration pace of 500,000 a year, 

I but we have nothing like that in sight at

presept. Therefore it behooves British Co-. | 
lumbla to be doing something on its own 
account.

Ontario’s Minister of Planning, Hon. 
Dana Porter, predicts an increase of 1,000,000 
in Ontario’s population in ten years. Hon.
A. J. Hooke, Alberta’s Minister of Economic 
Affairs, at present busy ip London opening 
“Alberta House,” says he expects his prov­
ince to absorb 400,000 in ten years.

What does British Columbia’s govern­
ment expect to have in ten years? Of course, 
we know that British Columbia’s climate and 
other advantages will attract newcomers, no 
matter who brings them in. But this is not 
planning.

British Columbia needs a Ministry of | 
Immigration, or Planning—the name doesn’t 
matter. The Legislature should be asked to 
set if up now.

Mace Takes 
Tumble as 
House Opens]

VICTORIA, March 3—(CP)
I No one could say if it was al 
1 good or bad omen, but the mace, I 
I symbol of Royal authority, fell I 
I from its table to the floor at thei 
I opening of the third session of I 
I British Columbia's twenty-first |
I Legislature, Tuesday.
I The new Speaker, R. H. Car-] 
Ison, bumped into a little table!
I which was set on his dais to hold I 
[the mace, because of crowded! 
[opening day conditions in the! 
[chamber. The three-foot golden! 
[rod, surmounted by a crown,! 
[rolled from its cushioned rest-1 
[ing place, bumped down thei 
[three dais steps and landed on I 
[the floor. I
| The Speaker sat down. TJie| 
[cabinet, opposition members and| 

stators gasped, and the ser-| 
nt-at-arms quickly scooped up I 
rod and put it back. I

ners said it probably was I 
' i history the mace F

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1948

IWho Guards Our Morals?
By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 4. — Attor- 
Iney General Gordon Wismer said 
IIn the legislature Wednesday 
I that the question ot whether the 
(Dominion or the provincial gov- 
lemmènt has the power to curb 
I sale ol salacious literature has 
Inot been settled.

Mr. Wismer made the state. 
Iment when Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
|MLA lor Victoria, calling tor

government control of bad «et 
les and sex and murder poj| I 
magazioes, said power to regu­
late them lies with the province.

The Attorney General declared 
his department is now discussing 
the issue with the Justice Depart- 
ment at Ottawa.

Mrs. Hodges called on the gov. 
emment to pass legislation at the 
present session to ban the sale | 
of such publications.
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[BoostiriTimber 
Royalties Hinted

Stevenson Raps Gov't for Premature 
Forest Legislation, Urges Higher Levy!

j By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 4. — Leigh F. Stevenson, Coalition I 
MLA for Point Grey, told the government in the Legisla-1 
tyre Wednesday it had been too hasty in forcing through |

I its forest management legislation last year.
[ He said it would have beenf~ 
milch better to let the new law upon conditions in Europe ini 
Stand over in draft form for a j 1942 and 1943 when we shared! 
year while the people in the log- our scarce and precious war!. .—.   ” ’ »-■ materials with a country hard!

pressed and almost beaten—a I 
country which now shouts dell-1 
ance at those who gave her the! 
very shirts off their backs, af 
country which now defeats al-J 
most universal efforts to bring 
the world back into a fit cond 
tion in which to live.”

■a

industry studied it 
,_te way it worked out, he said, 

the big companies with staffs of 
experts, had been able to analyze 
the bill and make some repre­
sentations which resulted in 
changes.

But the small operators did not 
have time to learn how they were
effected.
HIGHER ROYALTIES

| The Point Grey member who 
ms seconding the reply to the 
’hrone Speech, dropped a hint 
|e government may be consider- 

■ an increase in royalties on| 
iber in view of the high prices 

aerators are getting, 
ye said the government may j 

give underestimated the value of | 
nber resources suggested a 
ding scale of royalties, based on 
i retail price of lumber.

Stevenson declared the 
! of lumber has gone beyond 

enable bounds. It is cheaper, 
claimed, to erect a prefabri- 

Irated all-steel building imported 
| from the east or the south than 

i build a lumber house within a 
one’s throw of a mill yard.

| OPPOSES MILK BOOST
He advised the government not 

I to agree to an increase in the 
rice of milk now under investi- 

geation, until a more efficient dis- 
Ifrlbutlon system has been tried 
Iout.

The plan of cash payments for 
■milk has not worked out well, he 
I said, because milk men have to 
I go back several times to collect 
! their money.
I He suggested deliveries should
■ not start until after seven in the 
I morning, so milkmen could con- 
Itact their customers on delivery.
I TEMPORARY HIKE

He declared there seems no 
I alternative to another increase 
■in the price of gasoline, but sug- 

•sted it be for a temporary 
irlod only until the oil compan- 

_s can enlarge their refining 
I capacities and cut their market- 
ling costs.
I Along with this, he said an at- 
I tempt should be made to put the 
I liquid fuel business on -a more 
I competitive basis.
I Mr. Stevenson pleaded for pro- 
Ivinclal support for war veterans 
I who have gone into the poultry 
I business with limited capital I under the Veterans’ Land Act
■ Hundreds are now finding they 
I have not enough to feed their I birds to the egg producing stage. 
I Either the federal government 
lor some other agency must help 
I fhem.
| HITS COMMUNISTS

The Point Grey member, a- 
| former Air Vice-Marshal in tin
___  , took a sharp crack at
| Communists and left no doubt 

what country he was refer- 
I ring when he said:

“ft might assist in bur think- 
ling at this time If we reflect

Speeches 
Often Read 
In B.C. House

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 4.—B.C.’s 

legislators and experienced par­
liamentary observers smiled 
with amusement when they read 
of the hot protest made by 
James Sinclair, MP for North 
Vancouver, and George Cruick- 
shanks, MP for Fraser Valley, 
against reading of speeches in 
Commons.

In the B.C. Legislature the 
practice has been winked at for 
several years.

By strict parliamentary cus­
tom a member is permitted to 
have notes but not to read a 
speech verbatim.

A few years ago in the B.C. 
House a new member, usually 
a bit nervous, was granted a cer­
tain amount of latitude the first 
time he spoke, and Mr. Speaker 
looked the other way If he hap­
pened to read a written speech 
word for word.

After that he was supposed 
to avoid reading text.

But in these days of micro-
Ehone amplifiers for the mem- 

ers, and a lectern on the desk 
many of the B.C. members read 
their speeches and no one calls 
them to task.
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I Budget Due To Be 
I Submitted March 17|
1 VICTORIA, March 5.—Finance! 

Minister Herbert Anscorab will! 
submit the provincial budget tof 
the legislature March 17, accord- 

ling to present plans.

Spending Surplus 
Blunder, Says Winchj

'Wrong to Use on Public Works 
Instead of Holding for Emergency'

By 8un.SUff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 5.—B.C.’s government committed a 
“major financial blunder” when it spent its wartime sur­
pluses for public works, and thus now finds itself caught 

U short by rising costs of social and other government services.
This was the charge levelled in* 7 

the Legislature Thursday by CCF : lumber interests which netted 
Opposition Leader Harold Winch j $7,128,129 last year and Canadian 
when he spoke in the opening : Western .umber Company 
debate. which cleared $9,000,000, all of

For two hours Mr. Winch th i operating on the country’s 
flayed the treasury benches. j resources.

After painting rosy pictures of Winch declared that, while Con- 
finances for years, right up to solidated made a $23,000,000 pro- 
the time of ex-Premier John fit, the treasury collected only 
Hart's retirement, the adminis- $718,000 in taxes from the opera 
tration is now talking about "the tions, and MacMillan's paid only 
most difficult times in history," j $102,577 by way of royalties and 
the opposition leader asserted. j stumpage. ^ fj|

He said road building costs "There’s something for the gov- ||| 
g should have been funded and the ernment to think about when it fflj| 

treasury surplus saved for emerg- needs money,” he said, 
ency. He charged the govern- j Mr. Winch demanded wiping sjjp 
ment with indecision, inactivity out 0f a)j raciai discrimination B 
and stumbling uncertainty but a'ln provincial laws, calling the EM 

banning of Japanese from lumber

WHERE B.C. STANDS

reliance on the self-hypnotic sug­
gestion of invulnerability.” ! camps—an order since suspend-

Touching on nearly a score of e(j_«.one 0f the most despicable 
current topics Mr Winch called policie8 in the history of the Brit- 
for a hospitalization scheme ish commonwealth.” 
along the lines of the Saskatohe-1 
wan plan, an auto insurance] 
scheme on the Saskatchewan line, ] 
and a complete revamping of the 
financing of education.

Mr. Winch claimed that a 
hospitalization scheme could be 
operated by the government for 
a charge of $10 per y^ar on each 
adult over 18; he urged the gov­
ernment not to turn over its 
mooted hospitalization scheme to 
the Blue Cross, * as has been 
rumored, but to run it as a com­
plete public service.

! "I concede that to give full 
|surg benefits, medical and 
pharmaceutical aid is a bit diffi­
cult, but vç can start on hospi­
talization and be ready to tie in 
with a national health insurance 
scheme if oui Liberal friends in 
Ottawa ever get around to it,” 
he declared.

For education, Mr. Winch in­
sist'' " the government should 
bear the entire cost and take 
lover as well the present debts for 
|schools; then levy a flat educa­
tion tax on lands which are as­
sessed uniformly throughout the 
[province. To raise the extra 

loney that would Le necessary 
it should go after such big com­

ics Consolidated Mining 
Smelting which earned $23,

,000 net in 1946; MacMillan

* i

[pGE Dicker 
Reopens Soon

J VICTORIA, March 5—(CP)—| 
I Negotiations for the extension! 
I Of the government-owned Pacific! 
I Great Eastern Railway will beg 
I resumed in the spring, Premier! 
I Byron Johnson told the Legisla-j 
■ turc today. L
I He said a proposal for a joint I 
I undertaking in connection with! 
I the northern extension will beg 
I placed before the Canadian Pa-g 
Icific and Canadian National g 
I Railways, and the Dominion | R Government.
I John Hart, former Premier,! 
I will continue as president of the g 
I board of directors of the PGl™ 
land will continue the negoti 
I tions he started during 
I tenure of office.

Highlights 
Of Johnson 
Program
Provincial govern ment 

must have increased rev­
enues—a hint of new taxes.

* * *
Government’s big wartime 

revenue surpluses now all 
spent, or allocated.

* * *
Municipalities to get finan­

cial help, but it will be 
"final.” They must put in . 
Goldenberg plan, which in­
cludes business tax.

* * *
Hospital plan proposed to 

“bring hospitalization within 
financial reach of the 
people.” No details given.

★ ★ ★
Electric light rates on Van­

couver Island to be reduced 
April 1 by B.C. Power Com­
mision.

★ ★ ★
Tenders called for $4,500,- 

000 Whatshan Power develop­
ment scheme for Okanagan 
and Thompson River region.

* * *
B.C. to prepare detailed 

ease demanding Ottawa bring 
down social security plans of 
Green Book.

* * *
Health and welfare service 

costs have more than doubled 
hi three years.

* *
B.C. is penalized because 

of pensioners and welfare 
cases coming here from other 

'nee* “ " ' ‘



FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1948 FRIDAY,

■■■I

ohnson Hip' New B
Taxes: Hospital T >

Municipal Aide
Blunt Warning Province

Winch / 
Gov't Be 

jFirm Fin
By Sub SUM

) VICTORIA, M 
1 leader Harold Wi 
fin the Legislature 
Jthe government pr 
reports on oil 

| which the recent 
j crease was based.

Claiming he ha 
"iron curtain" of 
him any informât 
ports, Mr. Winch 

! public must be to 
fore it could decit 

jincréase was justi 
a further increasi 
lowed to end the “i

He declared the 
Pidgeon, general 
Imperial Oil Con 
company is losing 
operations, does 
because he said 

| to the MacDonalc 
ijsion ir. 1938 and 1 
Jer flatly refused

This, said Wir 
I the company u 
| realization systei 
[costs of its pro 
(the commission > 
tenance.

Mr. Winch said 
from Dr. W. A. ( 
and Petroleum I 
that the company 
system in deteri 
—except on refin 

Ils imported. No

à ViV

He said assurances were then fiscal year Ç 
i given by Prime Minister King $139,958,000 in 
[that as soon as sufficient num- from B.C. but 
ber of provinces had signed tax way of grants 
agreements, the social security or 16 percent, t 
plan would be dealt with. ince has a full

Following up his visit to Ot- the social sec 
tawa on the subject in Febru- even if only on

From Other Provinces
The facts are, he maintained, 

that B.C. is being burdened with 
social service cases from other 
provinces because of the better 
climate on the coast.

Under the tax deal, he said,
I B.C. made financial concessions 
I to the “less fortunate provinces”
I —the prairies—but now is called 
Ion to pay a greater social ser- 
I vice load because their people 
I are coming out here.
I Between October last year and 
I the end of this year the number 
I of old age pensioners in B.C. will 
I have increased from 17,768 to 
[25,000, he announced, , and be- 
I cause of a new ruling any pen- 
I sioner who has lived here a year 
land a half before applying for 
I pension must be considered a 
I B.C. pensioner. One-fifth of the 
I new pensioners since last Au- 
I gust have not been British Co- 
I lumbians. Only the Green Book 
I plan for old age pensioners can 
I eliminate this injustice to B.C.,
I he asserted.
I The Premier said old age pen- 
[sion costs to the province have 
B risen from $1,900,000 two years 
I ago to $5,000,000 in the coming
■ year; social allowance costs have 
B jumped from $1,700.000 to S3,- 
1400,000, and mothers’ pension
■ costs upped from $480,000 to 
I $500,000.
É Taklnfg all health and welfare 
■costs into account, Mr. Johnson 
|said they have risen from $9,300.- 
1000 in 194546, to $19,346,000 this 
[year, an increase of more than 
1100 percent
I He spent considerable time on 
[the municipal problem, detailing 
I what has been done in recent 
I years through the Goldenberg 
land Cameron reports.
I The government- has carried 
lout the entire findings of the 
I Goldenberg report, he said, ex- 
Icept for the one point of ex- 
Ipendtture on trunk roads within 
I municipal areas, which It still 
I has under consideration.
I But not one municipality has 
I carried out the proposals Commis- 
I sioner Goldenberg said they 
I should do.
I “It therefore cannot be de- 
Itermined what the real improve- 
I ment In provincial-municipal at

VICTORIA, March 5.—British Columbians had their 
first official intimation today they will probably have to pay 
new provincial taxes this year, 
h Premier Byron Johnson, making his first speech to the 

Legislature this afternoon since he assumed office, bluntly 
warned that the government must increase its revenues to 
meet the spiralling inflation of costs.

Although a three percent sales tax has been rumored 
here for several weeks the Premier did not specifically men­
tion what form the new revenues will take.

"The province,” he said, "hasi
been caught between rising costs, can only be met by increased 
due to expan don of public serv- revenues on the one hand and re­
ices, particularly social services stralht in expenditure on the 
and education, and the spiral of other.”
inflation that has depreciated the Premier Johnson spent a good 
purchasing power of the dollar, deal of time explaining the sharp 
Burdens on all governing bodies reversal of the provincial finan- 
as well as business enterprises cial picture since the war years.

Expenses Soaring

■" “There Is one thing that u 
certain. A basis must be found 
whereby municipalities can oper­
ate without constantly appealing 
to the province for financial aid, 
just as there must be some settle­
ment between the Dominion and 
the provinces so that our econ­
omy may be sound.

"The government feels that the 
municipalities should fulfill their 
end of the undertaking as out­
lined in the Goldenberg report

"In addition the government 
Is prepared to submit to the Log­

is imported, 
it segregate the 
its B.C. opera tier 
ness in other part 

Quoting the \
Exchange manua 
that Imperial Oi
paid regular dlvii

In the current fiscal year, he pluses built 
said, expenses have soared to 1940’s has bi 
$65,644,000, about $7,000,000 more ed so that th 
than the Finance Minister esti- left—“little 
mated last year, and $19,344,000 the abnorma 
more than they were in the 1946- fronting the 
47 year. And another big in- These sur 
crease is certain for the next $42,291,374 a 
fiscal year in the new budget tailed how tl 
now being prepared. It is er- much of it o 
pected to total $75 million. on special g

After years of millions of tais and seb 
I dollars surpluses the treasury of living bo: 
I will finish the present year on sioners and 
I March 31 with a balance for the Now the 
112 months of but $356.000. the point w
I At the same time, the Premier log of ready 
I declared, the huge treasury sur- for the full

Aid 'For Last Time'
I With this in mind, the Premier 
I announced for the benefit ot mu- 
I nicipal leaders that while the 
I government will give them some 
I financial help this year, it is the 
I last they can expect and they 
Itnust carry out their share of the 
I Goldenberg report, which in-

1934, with sever 
the Investing pi 
the company ii 
when the com: 
quoted at $15 a 

1999 odd shares 
issued,” he said.

islature measures for granting
still further assistance. That aid,: 
I feel sure, will meet the de­
sires of the municipalities. In 
giving them this assurance, how-) 
ever,. let me say that the aid wills 
be considered final. No other plea] 
could possibly be given serious 
consideration unless the munici­
palities themselves have taken 
action to assume those respons­
ibilities outlined in the Golden­
berg report.”
SCHOOLS MUST ECONOMIZE

The Premier coupled with this 
a plea to school districts to cut 
down on their expenditure es­
pecially for new schools. Untilpecially for new schools. ___
construction costs the building 
of new structures must be lim- j; VICTORIA, 

light rates for

ruver Island,
C. Power Con] 

I reduced April ll 
Johnson announl 
Mture this aftel 

5 He ssid the I 
ebver the Albeti 
naimo-Duncan )l 
parts of the Islal 
the John Hart I 
Campbell River I 
_ The Nanaiml 
will start gettinl 
Campbell River I 
Premier said,
' Mr. Johnson I 
[commission hasl 
[reductions rangl 
BO percent in 111 
districts it supp] 

Since last yel 
8000 new subs! 
areas and now M
aumara-______ I

tied to emergent necessities, he 
said.

Mr. Johnson forecast resump-
quate service for the money 
available At the same time, the 
administration of hospitals will 
have to be checked to see that 
full service Is being given for 
the money expended 

He said the hospital proposal 
will be ao designed that It could 
fit into a federal health scheme 
whenever this is I:
And he still ha* hop 
tawa will pay sometl 
hospital construction.

The Premier served notice that 
he is going to battle the federal 
government for a social security

Srogram along the lines of the 
Ireen Book—better old age pen­
sions, contributory superannua­

tion and health Insurance

lion of negotiations with the na­
tional railways for extension of 
the Pacific Great Eastern Rail­
way as soon as W. M. Neal, 
president of the CPR, returns to 
his office from a holiday trip.

Amendments in Bill 39, the la-J 
bor code, will retain the prln-i 
ci pies of the original bill and 
mainly be designed to remove 
some cumbersome machinery, 
the Premier declared The goV-

toward
zation scheme will be brought 
down this year. He gave no de­
tails, but said that It will be “de­
signed to bring hospitalization 
within the financial reach of the

surmountable. With the Bo$ 
tion of the province now i 
new high of 1,040,000 pei 
total payrolls at $402,161,61 
1946 the province can look 
ward to a period of unp: 
dented development.

ary. Premier Johnson said he
which the

with Ottawa j

fairs w<

■*V :'S

■ grant of some $23,000,0
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Gov't Bare Oil l§ We Pay $7, Get $1 Back
Firm Finances

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 5.—CCFl 

leader Harold Winch demanded! 
in the Legislature Thursday that! 

•the government produce financialj 
reports on oil companies on! 
which the recent gas price in-1 
crease was based.

Claiming he had run Into an! 
"iron curtaiaL’ of refusal to give! 
him any information on the re-| 
ports, Mr. Winch insisted the! 
public must be told the facts be! 
fore it could decide whether the! 
incréase was justified or whether! 
a further increase should be al-1 
lowed to end the “sitdown strike."! 

j He declared the claim of R. M.j 
Pidgeon, general manager fori 
Imperial Oil Company, that his g 
company is losing money on B.C.jj 
operations, does not hold water g 
because he said the same thing! 
to the MacDonald royal commis-1 
sion ir. 1938 and the commission-1 
er flatly refused to accept it..

This, said Winch, is because! 
the company used the sales! 
realization system for deciding! 
costs of Its products, and this! 
the commission would not coun-r 
tenance. L

Mr. Winch said he had learned! 
from Dr. W. A. Can-others, Coal g 
and Petroleum Board chairman,! 
that the company still uses this! 
system in determining Its costs! 
—except on refined gasoline that! 
is imported. Nor, he said, does| 
it segregate the accounting of I 
its B.C. operations from Its bust- r 
ness in other parts of the country. I 

Quoting the Vancouver Stock! 
Exchange manual, Winch claimed 1 
that Imperial Oil of Canada has I

I the investing public can't 
Ithe company is losing money! 
I when the company's stock ill 
■quoted at $15 a share for 29,999,-1 
1999 odd shares that have been g 
| issued,” he said.

Lower Power 
! Rates for 
Island Areas

By Sun Staff Reporter
| VICTORIA, March 5.—Electric I 
light rates lor people on Van-1 
jouver Island, supplied by the! 
I.C. Power Commission, will bel 
Educed April 1, Premier Byron I 
fchnson announced In the Legis-I 

I llture this afternoon.
1 He said the new rates will t 

I eéver the Albernl area, the Na-I 
àimo Duncan region and other I 
(trts of the Island supplied from [ 
he John Hart development at I 
iampbell River.

■ The NanaimoDuncan region! 
I Ml start getting its power from 
I Campbell River on March 7. the 
I Premier said, I
1# Mr. Johnson said the power! 
.-•commission has now made rate I 
|reductions ranging from 30 to 
160 percent in 11 of the 18 powej 
I districts it supplies.
! Since last year, It has added] 
18000 new subscribers in n 
I areas and now serves 27,000 i 
I eumgrs.

Members of the B.C. Legislature prob­
ably sat up with a jerk when Premier 
Johnson told them yesterday that last year 
Ottawa raked in $140 millions from cor­
poration and income taxes in this province 
and gave back only $22 millions..

That’s six dollars for Ottawa and one 
dollar for Victoria. Victoria gets its one 
dollar for promising to stay out of this par­
ticular tax field. It isn’t enough. But British 
Cblumbia can’t get any more for five years 
because it signed an agreement.

The deal was the best ex-Premier John 
Hart could make at the time. We don’t think 
he would have any part of it today. Not with 
costs climbing and demands growing. Pre­
mier Johnson said that his government is 
being driven to new taxation to balance its 
1948-49 budget. He most certainly cannot 
be blamed for that.

He is, however, striving to obtain the 
social security program with which Ottawa 
baited the tax-rent hook. Provincial ex­
penses for social security have more than 
doubled in two years, but Ottawa still hasn’t 
made good on its offer of assistance.

Pressure to force the Dominion into the 
picture is growing rapidly under Mr. John­
son’s leadership. In addition to his provin­
cial allies, both the Canadian Congress of 
Labor and the Trades-and Labor Congress 
of Canada are demanding action by the 
federal cabinet.

That will take time. Right now, Premier 
Johnson indicated in his policy speech, new 
sources of revenue must be tapped. What 
sort of a tax it will be—and how much— 
will be a secret until Finance Mirtister 
Anscomb brings down his budget.

For the year ending March 31, the Pro­
vincial Government is spending more than 
$65 millions. That’s $20 millions more than 
last year. Costs will be higher still in the 
year starting April 1.

These astonishing figures are not so 
alarming as they appear. Population Is up 
200,000 since 1940 and still rising. Naturally, 
mo* services are needed. Extra services are 
also insisted upon by the people themselves. 
These have got to be paid for at today’s 
prices.

The Premier said, for example, that he 
is yielding to the cry for more assistance to 
municipalities. This Is a break from Mr. 
Hart’s policy. Last year Mr. Hart told the 
municipalities they could expect nothing 
until they obeyed the Goldenberg Report’s 
recommendations, including a business tax 
levy. Mr. Johnson says he will give the 
municipalities something now, but thereafter 
they will have to “help themselves.”

His news that there will be a provincial 
scheme of hospitalization insurance prom­
ises to remove some of the economic terror 
of sickness. Further comment must await 
submission of details.

Other nuggets of encouragement in the 
Premier’s speech include announcement of 
the pulp mill to be built at Albemi, fed by 
Campbell River power, and the new $4,500,- 
000 Okanagan power project. Industrial 
expansion continues.

That assurance is more important than 
the news that the province is running out of 
spare cash. Like so many individuals, the 
government has used up Its wartime savings 
in the form of budget surpluses. It piled up 
a kitty of $42 millions after 1940 because 
shortages and patriotism dictated a stand­
still on construction. Since then most of the 
money has been spent or ear-marked—for 
public works, roads, pension bonuses, new 
schools and new hospitals.

From now on the government will have 
to go back to budgeting each year for its 
current needs. There’s nothing very un­
usual about that

B.C. Hospital Plan 
Still Indefinite

By Sun Staff Reporter
: VICTORIA, March 6.—Premier Byron Johnson’s policy! 

speech to the Legislature Friday left members still in doubt I 
at to what sort of a hospitalization scheme the provincial [ 
government proposes to bring down.

The Premier said what he|
Éld really like to see Is a I 

kaged scheme’’ ol both the I 
: Cross hospital plan and the! 
ical Services Association I 
me lor medical aid that could I 

be ottered to ail the people In thel 
province instead of to selected! 
groups, as they now are.

’That would be the finest I 
thing we could do.’’ the Premier! 
declared. f

But. In forecasting the govern ! 
ment’s action, he confined his re-1 
marks to stating that there will! 
brC /‘in a very short time, a I 
scheme that will give the people I 
softie^ control over their hospital I

The Premier spent a good deal I 
of time telling about the financial I 
difficulties a working man faces! 
when up against a serious Illness! 
and said that so far as he per-1 
aonally is concerned, "there tol 

g to be a hospital plan before!
, because I have no desire fori 
c office without such a thing | 
erati

[Boards Ask
That Poll Tax 
[Be Abolished
„ VICTORIA, March 6.—Junior! 
I Board ol Traders gbt around the I 
I banquet table here Friday night j 
I with leaders or both the govern-1 
I ment and the opposition party in j 
Ithe legislature.
I They had a talkfest on the de-1 
■tails of the legislative brief they!
■ had submitted to the government jj 
I earlier In the day.

It calls tor elimination of the!
■ poll tax, opposition to the sales a
I tax. Inauguration of a selective! 
I immigration policy, construction I 
I of a medical faculty at UBC, re-1 
I vision of the labor code and ac-| 
Icords Premier Byron Johnson! 
I full support In his fight for a! 
I Dominion social security pro-f 
I gram. 1
I Premier Johnson brought with! 
■him Works Minister E. C. Csr-S 
Ison and Municipal Minister R. C. I 
iMacDonald.

The opposition was represent ! 
ed by Leader Harold Winch, chief I 

I whip Herbert Gargrave, J. H I 
Corsble of Peace River and Johnj 
«aclnncs of Fort George.
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lov't May urop 
Gas Price Control

Premier Johnson Hints B.C. May 
Let Competition Adjust Cost

By Sub Stsff Reverter
VICTORIA, March 6. — Premier Byron Johnson con­

ceded in the Legislature Friday that the government is in 
a quandary what to do about the price of gasoline.

His remarks set observers to wondering whether it will 
propose the policy of fixing gas prices be wiped out entirely 
and companies put back on an open competition basis.

The House spent more than

Hi

Bminutes on the gas problem; most 
Jof it an explanation from the 
g Premier why the recent three 
g cents a gallon increase was nec- 
gessary, with interruptions from 
| Opposition Leader Harold Winch 
| to argue details.

At times they were both on 
1 their feet.

The Premier appealed to the 
| oil companies not to make further 
1 cuts in gas deliveries for the next 
■ week while the government is 
1 pondering the issue.
1 He made the following aignifi- 
leant statements:

“If we want gasoline we’ve got 
| to pay for it if we expect to get 
| it under the conditions it is now 
|for sale. It is a sellers’ market.

“I don’t know how you can get
formula that will protect the 

■public and keep oil company 
1 profits to reasonable levels, but 

ve are going to try and work out 
la plan.”
I The Premier clashed with Mr. 
1 Winch when he was quoting the 
g large increases in crude oil prices 
jin the last week, and the effect 
1 they’ve had on costs of gasoline. 
I The Opposition Leader imme- 
Idiately asserted that crude oil 
I advances were not the only 
1 criterion for gas prices. The 
I retail price of fuel oil for stoves, 
[not under government control, 
I has doubled, he said, and thej 
I companies themselves can decide 
I how much fuel oil they take out 
I of the crude.

Mr. Johnson waved him aside 
| by declaring, “we’re not talking 

about the price of stove oil, but] 
I about gasoline/'

lip i '
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More Revenue From Timber
The Johnson-Anscomb Coalition Govern­

ment, scanning the horizon for new revenue 
to meet mounting costs of public service, 
ehould consider earnestly the possibility of 
getting more tax money out of the province’s 
timber resources.

If it does so, it may find it possible to 
avoid the need of putting an extra sales tax 
on the people of British Columbia.

Two members of the Legislature, Opposi­
tion Leader Harold Winch and Leigh F. 
Stevenson, Coalition MLA for Point Grey, 
already have indicated the way. Both, ap­
parently, have been Impressed by the profits 
of big companies whose figures are public 
knowledge.

Publicity has been given to the $7,128,000 
profit of the H. R. MacMillan companies, to 
the $3,556,000 profit of Canadian Western 
Lumber Co. and the $2,565,000 net earnings 
of B.C. Forest Products. These three com­
panies alone, operating on provincial forest 
resources, between them cleared more than 
$12,000,000 last year.

They are among the few public com­
panies in the forest Industry whose figures 
are available to the people. But their fig­
ures indicate that many, many millions in 
profits are taken out of the woods of British 
Columbia annually.

Mr. Stevenson, seconding the address in 
reply to the Speech from the Throne, sug­
gested that the government may have 
“underestimated the value of timber re- 
fources.” His further suggestion that tim­
ber royalties ought to be increased was 
Interpreted in some quarters as a hint that

doingthe government may be considering 
just that.

Mr. Winch added a thought when he said 
that the MacMillan companies, netting a 
profit of $7,128,000 last year, paid only 
$102,577 by way of royalties and stumpage 
on the timber it used.

Mr. Winch might, have added another 
interesting fact that the MacMillan com­
panies paid to the dominion treasury some­
thing like $7,500,000 in excess profits and 
corporation taxes in 1947, before arriving at 
its net income.

B.C. Forest Products, with its $2,565,000 
net profit, paid in addition $1,980,000 to the 
dominion in excess profits and corporation 
taxes.

It appears that for every million the lum­
ber companies take from B.C. forests in net 
income, the Dominion Government takes a 
more or less comparable amount in taxes.

No wonder the dominion is able to enjoy 
a take of $140,000,000 yearly in income tax 
from British Columbia—of which, by the 
way, this province currently gets back 
$22,000,000 as compensation for staying out 
of the income tax field.

To the minds of the ordinary citizen it 
would be more just for British Columbia to 
ask its timber industry to pay a little more, 
rather than pass the load on to the mass of 
people in the form of a sales tax, which hits 
indiscriminately at rich and poor.

A sales tax, incidentally, would apply on 
lumber for building, as well as on other com­
modities, thus adding more to the already 
high retail price of that particular com­
modity.
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Greater Victoria Could Feed Itself
Perhaps the provincial Department of 

j Agriculture will get busy now on its part in 
I the plan for a Metropolitan Water Board in 
gtfie Greater Victoria area.

The municipalities served by the present 
| Bystem owned by Victoria alone have agreed 
I to set up a board patterned after the Greater 
j Vancouver Board formed more than 20 years 

■go. In fact, they have done it on the advice 
f of Dr. E. A. Cleveland, the board’s chief com- 
' Inissioner.

Ratepayers of Victoria, Saanich and Oak 
Bay will vote on the plan as soon as possible, 
but legislation providing for it is being sought

Gov't Rapped by 
Its Own Members

Two MLA's Think Treatment of
Municipalities All Wrong

», Son Stolf Boportor
VICTORIA, March 9.—The B.C. government was 

roundly attacked by two of its own supporters in the Legis- 
lature Monday for its handling of the municipal financial 

A. R. MacDougall (Cons.-Cln., problem.
Point Grey) declared Premier 
Byron Johnson was “cruel" when 
he said in the House Friday that 
whatever aid the government
f'tves the municipalities this year 
s final.

Alex Hope (Cons.-Cln., Delta) 
demanded the government put its 
own house in order before talk­
ing to the municipalities this 
way. . j

It was a minor uprising in the 
government ranks and reflected 
the keen feeling here on the land 
tax question and the retail sales 
tax that has been suggested to 
solve the financial difficulties.

Mr. MacDougall charged the] 
government with being too “com 
missioned-minded" when it insti­
tuted the Cameron school tax] 
plan, the one that is causing all| 
the trouble now.

“This,” he charged, "was a 
negation of responsible govern­
ment.”

He declared it was the govern­
ment's own fault that school 
boards have embarked on large 
spending for new schools, be t 
cause the government had adopt­
ed the Cameron Report "bolus 
bolus," which Included the gov-| 
emment paying half the cost of 
new schools.

Dealing with his own riding. 
Mr. MacDougall urged immediate 
establishment of a medical fac­
ulty at UBC and a new Marpole 
infirmary.

He dealt finally with the gaso­
line price problem and urged the 
government to consider lifting 
all controls on gasoline prices 
and letting thr companies go into 
free competition.

Mr. Hope, coming into the de­
bate at the end of the day, dealt 
lharahly with the government on 
the municipal issue.

While, he said, the government 
urging school boards to cut 

own on their expensive school 
julldings, the government Itself 
sets the standards for the build­
ings.

"Every school doesn't have to 
have an auditorium and gymnas­
ium, especially when there’s a 
community hall in the district,”
he said.

"When you talk about munici­
palities putting themselves In 
order, I think the provincial gov­
ernment had better jrot its own

Mr. Hope demanded that the! 
government forget about special I 
commissions and appoint a com-1 
mlttee of the Municipal Depart-1 
ment, the Education Department I 
and the Union of B.C. Munich I 
palities to redraft both the School I 
Act and the Municipal Act and| 
settle the problem.

by a joint committee at this session of the 
House. Such co-operation should set an ex­
ample for the Department of Agriculture to 
follow Dr. Cleveland’s suggestion for capi­
talizing on the farming possibilities of 
Saanich.

The new metropolitan service is intended 
to improve the water supply of the whole 
district. Dr. Cleveland thought this should 
lead to the creation of hundreds of small 
farms in the Saanich peninsula. It could be 
turned into an ideal garden spot, with an 
assured market in Victoria for milk and vege­
tables. Lack of water has held it back so far, 
but the water is now on its way.

^ Winch to Get Gas 
# Quiz Statistics

By San Staff Reporter
, VICTORIA, March 9.—Harold I 

Winch, CCF leader, withdrew in [
| the Legislature Monday a mo-1 
| tion calling for the government I 

to produce all the documenta and I 
! figures dealing with the increase 1 
i In the price of gasoline recently. I 
1 He said he had been assured I 

by the Premier he would get all I 
the documents.

B.C. Hospital 
Sweep Urged

I VICTORIA, March 9—(CP)—I 
Sweepstakes to raise money fori 
hospitals throughout the prov-l 
ince were urged in the Legis-1 
lature Monday by E. F. Rowland!

1 (CCF, Omineca).
Reminding the House of its I 

I unanimous resolution in 19381 
favoring sweepstakes as a means j 

■ of financing hospitals, Mr. Row-j 
| land said he would like to known 

what representations had been I 
made to the federal government, I 

1 and what answers, if any, were I 
received. I

There was no reply from I 
treasury benches. 1

Mr. Rowland declared that one I 
of the two hospitals in his 1 
district had been on the verge of I 

Î closing down last summer I 
; because it had insufficient funds I 

to offer fair wages to nurses. I 
For some weeks it had had I 

to carry on with the matron as 1 
\ Its only trained nurse.

Mr. Rowland charged that I 
[ public works funds are not being | 
\ spent fairly or wisely. e

Provincial Rent 
jControls Sought

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 9. — Thel 

| B.C. Legislature will be asked I 
I to give the provincial govern-1 
I ment control over rental rates! 
I following the withdrawal of fed-a 
leral control over commercial f 
g rents.

Harold Winch, Oppositi 
[leader, announced this today in] 
■ filing a notice of motion on 
I House order paper.
[ He states commercial tenants! 
[expect to have protection from I 
E extortionate rentals and notesi 
[that Finance Minister Abbott! 
I declared last week "the province| 
Jean take care of the commercial! 
I field now."

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1948

^FREEZES IN NORTH

B.C. Whisky
[Forget New 
Alaska Road

'Kennedy's JJCorsbie Urges 
Popsicle

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 10.—Here it [ 

|is at last—the real proof.
There’s so much water in B.C.’s j 

|whisky that up in the north] 
1 country where men are men andl 
[the mercury drops to 85 below,J 
[ the stuff freezes and breaks the| 
| bottle.
[ Or at least, that’s what W. D.
| Smith, Coalition MLA. for Atlin,
| told the Legislature Tuesday. I 
1 Pity the poor trapper, he said,! 
I who battles the snow drifts all! 
1 day long and Then discovers his I 
I warming "nip” frozen solid. I 
S-"'Except, he said, for the fellow] 
| who got round to it immediately, I 
| and after wiping off the broken | 
| glass enjoyed a “Kennedy pop-| 
I sickle."

Yes, said Mr. Smith, put some! 
I anti-freezé into the stuff for us I 
I fellows up in the cold north land.l 
I He mentioned, in passing, that! 
I this whisky freezing happens up! 
I In the region near the famous! 
I Snag airport where the then 
J mometer dropped to a world’s!
I record low last winter.
I House roared.

VICTORIA, March 10. — For-| 
I get about any new roads tog 
I Alaska and concentrate on the| 
J one you’ve got.

This was the advice tendered! 
|to the B.C. Legislature Tuesday! 
j by J. H. Corsbie, CCF, Peace! 
| River.

He said the costs of building I 
| another north road along the 8 
I coast would be enormous.

Meanwhile, the Alaska High-1 
I way from Dawson Creek has j 
[now been thrown open to public! 
J traffic with no restrictions. Very! 
J soon—when the Hart Highway is! 
[completed—it will be linked with I 
I the B.C. road system, as well j 
J as Alberta, and there is plenty g 
I of room for development there [ 
S before money is spent on any-f 
| thing else.

Mr. Corbsie also advocated!
Public ownership of the distri-J 
ution of milk in the larger areas! 

1 of the province as a solution fori 
B the current argument on milk I 
[prices. (Some producers are! 
[ seeking a two cents a quart in-| 
| crease and hearings have 
| held by the Milk Board.)



Where to Get Revenue

.>. i
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.'Mercy 
j Costly,

Only 'Well 
Laid Down

t
Provincial revenues from B. C. forest 

.jounces have climbed since the war, a sure 
Ign that the forest industry is prosperous. 

Jut they should be much higher. The total 
■revenue for the fiscal year 1946-47 'last year 
for which figures are available) was 
$4,831,849.

In these columns we recently pointed out 
that three of the largest public companies 
engaged In the forest industry last year made 
between them more than $12,000,000 net 
after federal taxes. The total direct rev­
enues of British Columbia from the com­
panies which make such profits are obviously 
modest, the total “profit” the province 
makes from the forests, after allowing for 
the expenses incurred in servicing the for­
ests, is even more modest.

Government expenditure on forests in 
:1946-47, including salaries of the forests 
'department, ran about $2,250,000. That 
leaves a “profit” to the government of around 
;$2;581,000.
; The government, up to now, has never 
Tun its forests department with the idea of 
extracting large amounts of revenue for gen- 
:eral purposes. But if new sources of revenue

Flights' Too 
MLA States

-to-Do' Can Pay Charges 
by Air Transport Board
By Sun Stuff Reporter

I VICTORIA, March 10. — The high cost of "mercy! 
flights" engaged the legislature Tuesday. I‘ Igiine administration and put in|I It was one of the human]

—J? benchers, the Coast route
from the north country ridings 
of AUin and Peace River. Princel 
Rupert and Salmon Arm.

W. D. Smith (an,

Mr. Brett, from the CCF side, I 
called upon the government to I 

Iwlden the operations of the B.C. I 
lpower Commission to take over! 
the lucrative city electric opera-1 
tions.

He also wanted it to provincial­
ize the brewing and distilling in­
dustry as a means of getting! 
extra money for social services.

He urged the government to 
take more money out of the for­
est Industry—a suggestion that 
had already come from Coalition­
ist Leigh F. Stevenson, Point 
Grey, and pressed for a coast­
guard service on B.C. coastline.

J. H. Corsble, CCF, Peace 
River, claimed Canada could 
save a lot of U.S. dollars by In­
creasing Its own production on 
such things as coal and gasoline

-AUin),
«peaking in favor of a govern­
ment hospitalization scheme, said 
places like Telegraph Creek and 
All In are about the worst in the 
province to get sick in from a 
cost standpoint.
DOING GOOD WORK 

A high cost chartered airplane 
is the only way to get to doctor 
and hospital service for most of 
the people of his riding, he 
declared. ■

W. H. Brett (CCF—Prince 
Rupert), said the pilots and crews 
carrying out mercy flights along 
the wild reaches of the northern 
coast do a magnificent job—so 
do the local agents in arranging 
the flights on the spur of the 
moment.

But the charges, laid down by
I the Air Transport Board, are soEli/:n-L a,- flat (Znc 

heavy that only well-to-do people! ™ lllvli TO Oct OU3 
can afford them.

He told how a girl was recently]
I flown from Massett in the Queen 

Charlottes to Prince Rupert, only 
70 miles, but the flight undoubt­
edly saved her life.
The charge for It, which he did 
not state, was out of all propor­
tion to the time and distance In­
volved, he said.

Mr. Smith put In a strong plea 
for construction of B.C.’s 30-mlle 
share of a 60-mlle road that will 

‘ with the Alaska
' e’s Corner.

I Quiz Statistics
VICTORIA. March 10.—Hi 
'Inch, CCF leader, withdrew 
,e Legislature Monday a 
in calling for the goven 
produce all the doeum 
:ures de-ting With the 
the price of gasoline 

He said he had been a

ild that

are reqiHtetî,"TT "the financial plight of the 
government and the municipalities which are 
its children is so calamitous that the serious 
step of a general sales tax is contemplated, 
then the" possibility of getting more revenue 
from the forests should be considered.

The province’s net take of $2,581,000 from 
the forests must not only be compared with 
the millions which the logging- companies 
take as net profits, but. with the additional 
millions which the dominion government 
extracts from those companies each year.

Compare, for example, the provincial 
government’s net take in 1946-47 from the 
forests with what the dominion took last year 
from one company alone—$7,500,000 from 
the H. R. MacMillan interests.

If companies can pay such taxes and still 
show a large net profit, it would seem fair 
for the province to increase its “stumpage” 
tax for the benefit of the public whose re­
sources produce the income. And a stump- 
age increase, being a primary production 
tax, would in effect come about 50-50 from 
the companies and the federal government, 
two parties currently well able to afford such 
contributions.

- i:' «P»
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Voluntary Hospital 
[Insurance Urged

Ir Sen Staff Reverter

VICTORIA, March 11.—A non-compulsory hospital in­
surance plan for B.C. along the lines of the Blue Cross, but 
provided by the government, was proposed in the Legisla­
ture Wednesday by Charles W. Morrow. (Cln., North 
Okanagan). — —:---------------------  ~™

Mr. Morrew said he though, $m*iiK£
^capitalization could be offered from the government? 
at rate* of $1 a month for singleL““—“ '

I persons and $1.50 for married,
I such as Is done In private hos­
pital schemes now.

The proposal of Mr. Morrow, 
who is acting government whip, 
was seen here as a straw in the 
wind on the hospitalization 
scheme the government has 
promised to submit to the House.

Mr. Morrow said he would not 
force people to take hospital In­
surance, but the government 
should make It available for all 

He declared that If an overall 
compulsory scheme Is adopted- 
guaranteeing money for hospital 
costs and buildings, local hospital 
boards would do the same thing 
school boards have done under 
the Cameron Plan—embark 
expansive building programs,

Night Session for 
Legislature Tuesday

By San Staff Reverter
VICTORIA, March 11—The 

B.C. legislature, which started 
the annuel session much later 
than usual this year, la planning 
to speed things up.

Plane today call for tha Hoi 
to have a night session 
Tuesday to wind up the Th, 
ipeech and clear decks for
—* Minister Herbert /------

jet speech, We"

in

Anscomb 'Low' 
On Estimates

Br San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 11.—C W I 

Morrow, Coalition, North Okana-l 
gan, urged Finance Minister AnsJ 
comb, in the Legislature Wednes 
day, to be “more realistic” in hi- 
estimates of revenue in the bud get.

He pointed out that in the 1 
47 budget, liquor profits v, 
estimated in advance at $8^
000, bu* actual receipts 
$14,500,000. A

•He suggested that, with 
sales still at a high peak, Jj 
should figure on a return i 
about $18,000,000 in the 
budget.

In other revenues, a sin... 
policy has been followed; If j 
government budgetted m <3 
closely on Its estimated reve 
it would give the House a.r 
picture of what to exp
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Jew Motoring Law 
I'Will Prove Itself'

By Sun suit *ieerier
VICTORIA, March 11.—Attor-I 

I ney-General Gordon Wlsmer said I 
I Wednesday that troubles arising I 
I out of the new financial respon- [ 
I slbillty law for motorists will all | 
| die down as people get used tol 
I the workings of the law.
1 He said there had been slm-l 
I liar experience In Manitoba, and I 
I several parts of the United 1 
[States, when the same type of I 
| law went Into operation, but peo-1 
| pie soon became accustomed to it I 

ye_ pointed out that, whllel
_ a -pin* »*>P" *• ,h,l_ protection for a motorist. I 

jre are other methods provid r 
in the act for proving finan l 
, responsibility In case of an|

\"UNJUSTIFIED"
I CRIES WINCH

By Sun Stiff Reporter
VICTORIA, March ll._ 

CCF leader Harold Winch de­
clared today the latest in­
crease in the price ol gaso­
line is unjustified until the 
full financial facts, as dis­
closed in submission of oil 
companies to the petroleum 
nature of a confidential gov- 
o*f chartered accountants on 
these, are made public.

Mr. Winch announced he 
will endeavor to force dis­
closure of these reports in 
the legislature.

He declared he has been 
supplied with these reports 
himself by the premier, but 
they are at present in the 
control board, and the report 
ernment report.

DAY, MARCH 12, 1948

LA's Back Gov't 
in Gasoline Price
Legislature Rejects CCF Motion 
To Adjourn for Debate on Boost

By Sun Staff Reparler
VICTORIA, March 12.—Premier Byron Johnson told the I 

B.C. Legislature Thursday afternoon the government "takes j 
I' full responsibility" for allowing a further increase in the j 
' price of gasoline.

The House supported the gov-1 
■ernment on the gasoline issue by |
■rejecting 2713 a CCF motion tol 
■adjourn regular business to dis-| 
jcuss the question as “a matter | 
lef urgent public importance.”
I Two Coalition MLA’s, W. A. C. I 
■Bennett of South Okanagan and!
|Dr. J. J. Gillis of Yale, voted! 
lagainst the government, and!
■with the solid CCF ranks and!
■Thomas Uphill (Labor, Fernie)!
|in demanding the gas debate.
| The issue arose after Premier!
■ Johnson read a statement that!
■ the government felt it essential!
■to allow the price increase to en-1 
Heure an adequate supply of gaso-|
[line and sell it at previous prices,| 
las fixed by the government. I 
| Harold Winch, CCF Opposition I
■ leader, declared he had "definite!
Band conclusive reasons” for chai-1 
[lenging the latest increase. |
| He said he had received from I 
[the government, in confidence, I
■ reports of the companies fin-1 
[ances. He had also received re-1 
| ports from the chartered account-1 
[ants who investigated them.
| “Until these are made public!
[there will be a justifiable sus-1 
Epicion in the public mind as to|
[why the increase was allowed,”
■ he declared.
! There were two house divisions!
[an the issue.
| First came when Speaker R. H.|
[Carson ruled Mr. Winch's move!
■ for an adjournment was lost, but!
■ Mr. Winch insisted that since |
[more than nine members had|
1 stood with him he was entitled!
[to go ahead. I
[ On the first -division, Mr. Ben I 
[nett voted with the Opposition|
[against the speaker's ruling. [
| On the second division, which |
I decided whether the House should |
[discuss the gas question, Dr.I 
1 Gillis also swung over. But the!

New Forestry 
Plans Hit by 

[Logainq MLA
By Run Staff Reparler

VICTORIA, March 12.—British!
I Columbia’s new iorestry man-[ 
Sagement scheme, designed to put! 
[the lumbering industry on a sus-g 
gtained yield basis, is not working]
I out properly.

This opinion was given in the! 
■Legislature Thursday by Herb-| 
|ert J. Welch (Cln., Comox), who] 

in the logging business him-j 
Iself.

He delivered a sharp attack on I 
I the forestry scheme and admit-1 
H ted that, in doing so, he was g 
P changing his mind from last]
1 year, when he supported the! 
I original bill.

He listed the following objec-l 
Etions to the way the scheme will| 
| work :
1 ] —The forest branch will be-1 
J come highly bureaucratic be] I cause its decisions will settle whoj 
[gets the forest crops.
12— Timber tied up in manage-1 
| ment licenses might well bej 
Bbetter used for other purposes] 
I under good forestry practice.
13— There is no reason why the] 
I Legislature should tie up “in I 
I perpetuity” forest resources for| 
g any specific interests.

As an alternative, Mr. Welch] 
[proposed that every person who! 
[logs land should be responsible! 
I for reforesting the area he cuts.] 

He also suggested the refores-l 
Station charge be paid the same] 
away as scaling fees and he estil 
[mated it might work out at 251 
Scents per 1000 board feet.

[Nurses Training 
To Start at 18

VICTORIA, March 12.—The! 
age at which girls can enter! 
recognized nursing schools in I 
B.C. will be reduced from 19 toj 
18 years under ah amendment to 
the Nurses Act to he put before* 
the legislature by Provincial | 
Secretary George S. Pearson. | 

Purpose of the bill is to elimin-1 
ate the “waiting period'' between I 
the time a girl leaves the ordinal 
ary schools until she takes up| 
the nursirig profession.

[First Assent
, VICTORIA, March 12—(CP). 
First bill to receive third read-] 
ing in the Legislature this ses-| 
sion was an act to validate the! 
1947 election of three commis-[ 
[sioners for the village of Osoyqps,| 

routine measure to facilitate, 
listration of that settleme

\WHITE CANES 
I FOR BUND ONLY\

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 12. — 

British Columbia is to have a 
law restricting the use of 
white canes to blind persons.

Provincial Secretary George
S. Pearson gave notice of the 
bill today. He said there 
have been abuses of the cus­
tom of carrying white canes, 
and other provinces have 
found it necessary to have 4

[Early B.C. Story 
['Ignored' MLA Says

VICTORIA, March 12—(CP)—l 
Tie fact that early British Colum-1 

[bia history is practically ignored | 
■in the school curriculum of the] 
[province was deplored In the Leg-1 
Jislature, Thursday, by H. J. Welch | 
| (CLN, Comox.)

Motorists 
[Unmoral/ 
[Says CCFer

By Sub Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 12—“Motor-1 

ists are the most unmoral group! 
we have in the province,” accord-8 
ing to Arthur J. Turner (CCF,| 
Vancouver East) who urged in| 
the Legislature Thursday, appli- 9 
cation of Saskatchewan's govern- f 
ment-operated compulsory insur­
ance law in British Columbia.

He quoted Police Chief Walter] 
Mulligan of Vancouver as saying! 
that “chronic repeaters in bads 
driving” are responsible for a loti 
of the losses in auto crashes. |

He said, also, more stringent! 
penalties for lesser driving [ 
offenses would have a better! 
effect in cutting down accidents! 
than any insurance plan.

Mr. Turner said the new B.C.S 
law does not protect the pedes-1 
Irian or other individuals as the! 
Saskatchewan law does.

He asserted 91 percent of those! 
injured in car accidents do not I 
get compensation under private] 
insurance because it is usually a| 
matter of going to court tol 
collect.

The Vancouver member esti-1 
mated that the new financial re-1 
sponsibility law will give private! 
insurance companies an extra! 
$4,000,000 worth of business with-| 
out much effort.

He attacked the “unsatisfied] 
judgment fund’ ’of the law as] 
fraudulent because a person has] 
to get a court order before draw-] 
ing upon it.

He said insurance is rightfully! 
a public business, not a private! 
one, because it produces no | 
wealth and doesn't add to the! 
country’s economy. It is, he said, | 
a parasitical business, just 
glorified system of bookkeepii 
on which profits are guarantee

Mr.- Wismer challenged him:| 
“Would you make fire and life] 
insurance a public matter?” |

“Well, life insurance is a dif-.l 
ferent matter,” Mr. Turner said. ] 
"But I’d make fire insurance af 
[public matter.”

Coastguards 
Demanded by 

1CCF Member
„ VICTORIA, March 12_(CP)- , 
ti Arthur J. Turner (CCF—Vancou l 
Bver East), said Thursday in the! 
■ Legislature there is an urgenti 
| need for a coastguard service, | 
Band asked the provincial govern-] 
I ment to make representation to| 
| Ottawa.

He said coastal steamships with!
Ksenger accommodations up to| 

are not compelled to carry! 
■ wireless operators. Inadequate# 
| communication could prove dis ! 
[astrous in times of emergency. I 
| The Saskatchewan automobile I 
B insurance plan was submitted by| 
■Turner as superior to B.C.’s new] 
■ plan.
| He said B.C. Insurance com-] 
[panies "are enjoying a harvest of] 
| $4,000,000 new business."
| The Industrial Conciliation and! 
[Arbitration Act providing for a| 
8 government • supervised strike! 
[vote is not satisfactory to labors 
[in general and that objectionalÿg 
I feature should be removed,
| said.
| The combination of an Atti 
| ney-General, versed in the cv 
[logic of the law, also attempt!.
| to deal with human relations I 
[Labor Minister, drew objectif 

om Turner.
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B.C. Urged to Get 
More U.K. Settlers

Missing Opportunities, Mrs. Rolston 
Declares in Legislature

By Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 12.—Mrs. T. J. Rolston (Cln., Point I 

Grey), called on the B.C. Government Thursday for an| 
immediate start on a program of selective immigration fromj 
the United Kingdom.

Speaking in the Throne Speech I 
debate, Mrs. Rolston told how, I 
on a visit to London last year, I 
she saw hundreds of young I 
people lining up at Ontario| 
House to come to Canada.

Australia has an assisted im-| 
migration policy.

Other provinces of Canada are I 
seeking immigrants, she said, I 
adding “we don’t want to lag! 
behind.”

The point Grey member read! 
to the House a resolution calling| 
for such a policy from the people! 
of her own district.

She also gave support to a I 
provincial hospitalization scheme, [ 
for help to ârthritis sufferers! 
and establishment of a medical! 
school at UBC.

She roundly condemned pro-fl 
posais for a provincial sales taxT 
claiming it would hit the low! 
Income groups and the house-1 
wives who are struggling tofl 

| balance family budgets.
"You can’t sugar-coat this pill. I 

| The public will know it for whatl 
It's worth—the most retrograde! 
step that could possibly be de l 
vised,” she declared.

iSix Planes 
[For Forestry 
iPatrol Work

By Sun Staff Reporter
1 VICTORIA, March 13. British 

I Columbia’s aerial forest patrols 
will be increased this year, it was 
learned here today. The forest,, 
branch will have six aircraft on'I 
call for fire- spotting and for 
[transporting crews to sudden out-jj
| Contract for supplying the for­
estry aircraft has been let tol 
Central B.C. Airways of Vancou­
ver and Prince George, forestry 
j officials announced. This com­
pany, which gave the service ini 
1947, was the only bidder on;| 
tenders called by the depart

Two of the aircraft will bej 
stationed in the Prince Georgej 
[areas, two at Kamloops, 

at CraICastlegar and one ranbrook.j

las Price Boost 
ISaves Oil Firms

By Staff EeperWr
VICTORIA, March 13.—The new price of gasoline will! 

| enable some of B.C.’s oil companies to avoid deficits this| 
i year and allow others to make substantial profits.

B.CJjmake $1,039,901 tor the year 
imler lg.81 percent on employed ca]

This was Indicated to the , 
g Legislature Friday when Premier 
SByron Johnson tabled a mass of 
I financial statistics covering the 
| oil companies’ submissions to '
| Coal and Petroleum Coni 
«Board and the findings ot the 
Bboards auditors in their investi, 
g gâtions of the companies.

Gas prices are five cents a 
Igallon higher than last year.
I Tabling ot the reports had been 
I demanded by Opposition Leader 
1 Harold Winch.

Alter receiving the returns this 
I morning, Mr. Winch said he pro- 
eposes to call for further debate 
| on the gas issue.

According to the report ot 
iGeorge A. Touche and Co., char- 
Btered accountants who probed f 
I companies' claims, the Impel 
lOll Co. stood to lose $1,476,1 
lover the full year If no Increase 
|in price was granted.

On the basis ot a four and one- 
I halt cent increase—the amoi 
■given to the oil companies 
I the new price boost—In 
Ishould realize a profit of 

i or 7.3 percent on its e 
capital, which income 

reduce to 4.75
OU of RC.
. a alight

eU

orl
percent on employed capi-l 

tal. which Income taxes would | 
reduce to 12.23 percent.

SheU Oil Company faced a I 
loss of $221,224 on the old price, I 
according to the accountants’! 
estimate, but at the new rate! 
should have a profit of $667,129, [ 

17.3 percent on employed I 
capital, which Income taxes will I 
reduce to 11.25 percent.

These are the three major I 
companies which have refineries! 
ta B.C.

Others covered In the Investi I 
gation were Home OU, McColI-l 
Frontenac, United OU, and Brlt-f 
ish American OU Company.

The accountants’ reports on I 
these companies' 1947 operations! 
showed a profit of $122,894 or| 
5.71% on employed capital 
Home OU; a toss of $93,947 
McColl-Frontenac; a profit of I 
$48,169 or 27.07% on employed! 
capital fm-United OU and a profit! 
of $513,890 or 7.84% for British!

[B.C. Told to Press 
[For Grain Cargoes

North Shore MLA Asks Gov't Act 
To Protect Lucrative Coast Trade

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 13.—Provincial government action I 
I to press for a greater movement of grain through Port of! 
I Vancouver was urged in. the Legislature Friday by Capt. I 
1 John H. Cates (Cln., North Vancouver).

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1948

I Land Grants Extended
VICTORIA, March 13— (CP)- 

| Veterans wül be given another! 
ar to take up homesteads lnl 
ritish Columbia under a: 

nt to the Pre-Emptor 
i Grant Act introduced In V

Capt. Cates declared B.C. ports, | 
which have handled as high as|

1100,000,000 bushels of grain 
year, will ship only 35,000,0001 
to 38,000,000 during 1947-19481 
because of federal controls.

“Although the actions of the I 
Canadian Wheat Board cornel 
under federal jurisdiction, I feel 1 
It is up to us in B.C. to make! 
ourselves heard and see that we I 
get a fair share of the grain I 
being exported from Canada in | 
ocean-going vessels,” he said.

He estimated that every deep- 
sea ship loading in Vancouver! 

[is worth $20.000 in business to I 
I the port. On that basis, he said,! 
700 ships now calling each year! 
at coast ports were worth a total I 
of $14,000,000 in business.
AIDS LUMBER EXPORT 

Capt. Cates, who is himself In]
|i the towing business, declared the 
grain trade is a natural adjunct! 
of lumber exporting, B.C.’s main] 
export trade.

A ship with 2000 tons of grain] 
in her lower holds can take al­
most as much lumber as she! 
could if taking no grain at all. [ 
Such loading gives her better! 
stability, and naturally means] 
that lumber can be shipped more] 
cheaply.

Capt. Cates disputed a point! 
raised by Arthur Turner (CCF.I 
Vancouver East) who claimed I 
Thursday that coasttal shipping] 
does «not have adequate wireless 
protection.
TURNER CHALLENGE 

Mr. Turner challenged him tol 
state that ship-to-shore communi-| 
cation is completely satisfactory! 
on the coast.

“I do so, and if the honorable! 
member would like to come down] 
to my dock in North Vancouver,] 
I’ll give him a demonstration,” I 
Capt. Cates replied.

Taking up matters affecting his | 
own riding, he urged the govern ] 
ment to give North Vancouver] 
a grant in lieu of taxes on 501 
acres of Pacific Great Eastern] 
Railway property in the district;] 
ând to press the Federal Govern-1 
ment to pay North Vancouver] 
City taxes on the unused water- ] 
front under Harbor Board con-] trol.
| ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

He urged the government to go I 
■ahead with the plan for a new I 
I high-level road through West] 
■Vancouver, extend it to Squamish 
|and open up Garibaldi Park. 

Widening of Marine Drive in 
Vest Vancouver and completion 

■of the road link to the new Cutter 
8 Island bridge were other projects 
She urged, as well as extension of 
■ the Deep Cove road along the 
■North Arm of Burrard Inlet to 
I Indian River.

He declared the new road tol 
I Mount Seymour Park is pr 
I greasing fairly well, but wamt 
I the government to build it right . 
I up to the ski grounds or the pub- 
I lie will not be satisfied.

Soles Tax 
Plan Faces 
'Rough Ride'|

By LESLIE FOX
Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 13.—An til-1 
time record provincial budget of 
more than $75,000,000 will be un- I 
folded in the Legislature next I 
Wednesday by Finance Minister I 
Herbert Anscomb.

He will propose a three percent | 
retail sales tax in order to balance !| 
it.

This prediction came from I 
reliable sources today as the'] 
House neared the end of its open­
ing debate.

The three per cent, sales tax, j 
which is expected to produce i 
$13,000,000 or $14,000,000 a year,] 
will be applied on all sales but] 
those of essential foods.
ONLY WAY OUT

It is to pay for mounting costs | 
of education and social services. I 
According to present plans one! 
per cent, of the levy, or some-1 
thing- over $4,000,000 will bel 
given the municipalities to help] 
them handle the cost of schools.] 
The balance will go into the ] 
general treasury of the province! 
to finance social service charges.]

It is expected the sales tax] 
plan will be given a rough ridel 
in ’the Legislature. Several] 
members who have spoken so far | 
have expressed opposition to the] 
idea, but government supporters] 
have been told by the Cabinet] 
that It is the only way to balance] 
the budget and maintain service] 
at the present standards.
UP $17 MILLIONS 

The new budget will represent] 
an increase of some $17,000,000] 
[from that of the present fiscal] 
[year which ends March 31.

Interest in the budget speech] 
is greater than it has been for] 
years because of the financial] 
problem brought about by soar] 
ing costs.

Mrs. Anscomb, in announcing! 
the new tax, is expected to give] 
the details as to how the portion] 
allotted for municipalities wiB| 
be distributed. He will also ana­
lyze the reasons for the mount-, 
ing expense of government.
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Boost in Timber 
Royalties Planned

£ Proposed Increase to Aid Forest 
E: Protection and Development

By Son Htmtt Reporter
fe VICTORIA, March 13.—The provincial government Is I 
Tjoing to collect more money from the timber industry and!

:5

Km
•' v?

g

E. T. Kenney * introduced! ^ed^hareV^ SB
amendments to the Forest Act ber 1 a Ilxed charee Dcr 1000
ister

which will:
—Increase timber royalties as 

*Z much as 50 percent in some construction 
v&f the top grades. ; going.

Raise the government statu;
*<»■• tory contribution to the for*|
VgSt protection fund from $250,000 
Jo $650,000 annually.
3—Set up a $2,500,000 forest de- 

velopment fund which will be 
3)sed to finance the construction 
e£ logging roads, so small opera*

^Jors can log their holdings more 
^efficiently.
«ASM WOOD LOTS

fixed charge per 10001
feet cut.

Thus the money will be kept! 
Jr constant turnover to keep the 

of logging roads |

While the act makes no major! 
.«changes in the principle of the! 
'Ttiuch-debated forestry manage-1 
'iiibent plan set up last year, it I 
*|Joes provide for a new system | 
» farm wood lots.
•w-Under this scheme a farmer I 
JHll be able to hold up to 6401 
•Acres, or an area sufficient to I 
J&Fovide a yearly timber crop up I 
£6 10,000 cubic feet of timber per V 
-year, whichever is less in area. 
^>.He will get this free from I 
■ordinary land taxes, but will I 
'3'ave to pay stumpage and royal-1 
ities as -he cuts the timber, and I 
Jfgust do his logging under for-1 

branch supervision so it will| 
•jw done in accordance with 
proper management plan.
**»The increase in timber royal- ] 
ttps applies all over the province. ! 
;Jlr. Kenny, in a press interview, 1 
Reclined to disclose what extra I 
4fevenue will be brought in by \ 
‘the increase. He said it will be | 
Announced in the budget.
-^ But on the basis of revenues :l 
J&r the last year it will probably 1 
Aet more than $1,000,000. 1
ftOYALTIES UP 
;-7In the big coast forest district!

! loyalties on No. 1 grades of fir, I 
ïjSdar, spruce, white pine, cypress I 
end cottonwood go up from $e[ 
ft $3 per thousand board feet; L 
gtade two from $1.50 to $2; grade! 
•three from 75 cents to $1. Hem-1 
®ck royalty goes up from $1.501 
id $2 on grade one, $1 to $1.50 on I 
grade two, and 75 cents to $1 on I 

i grade three.
*'In Prince Rupert district the! 
^crease is from $1.65 to $2.50 in I 
Wade one of the main species, I 
jî.te to $1.75 on grade two, and I 
2S.,c6nts to $1 on grade three; on I 
hemlock $1.25 to $2; 90 cents to I 
$1.25 and 75 cents to $1.

In the interior of the province I 
royalties on white pine jump! 
from $1.50 to $2, on yellow spruce I 
Iron- $1.05 to $1.50, and from 751 
rents to $1 on other timber. I

Pulpwood royalties go up from! 
40 toJ§ cents per cord, and there I 
arertSanges in charges on inci-1 

f dental woods.
LOGGING LOANS

Mr. Kenney explained the new! 
forest development fund will be| 
a revolving scheme, w‘tit $2,500,- 
000 earmarked to begin it.

The government, he said, willl 
loan money from the fund to I 
logging operators to build roads! 
through their limits which they!

ME

SiB

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1948■
The Expanding Budget

British Columbia will know within the 
next 48 hours the details of the 1948 provin­
cial budget which is expected to reach the 
unprecedented sum of $75 millions.

That is a lot of money by anyone’s stand­
ards. We are living in lavish times and there 
$S no question but that the Johnson-Anscomb 
Coalition is assuming that the public wants 
no penurious view taken regarding the al­
most universal demand for more and more 
social services. In these departments there 
Will be spent today as much as was the 
éntire cost of government not so many years 
ago. The administration is determined to 
Support the cause of better hospital accom­
modation, so that the expenditure in the 
business of distributing more comforts and 
services to the people will increase rather 
than fall during the coming months.

To achieve all\this and at the same timfe 
to build roads and bridges and carry on the 
Vast business of government, new sources 
of revenue must be tapped. It may be taken 
for granted that the government will have a 
sales tax, three percent on transactions other 
than food purchases.

In Washington State these taxes bring 
$n $25 millions annually for each million of 
population, so that the estimate currently 
considered by the British Columbia govern­
ment of $12 to $15 millions for the first year 
seems on the modest side. In any event it is

IP

mjk

likely the municipalities would get $5 mil­
lions or even more as their third share of this 
revenue. Vancouver’s share would probably 
exceed $1.6 millions which, with new busi­
ness taxes here, would provide about $3 mil­
lions in extra revenues over previous years. ■

Mr. Hart’s Ottawa taxation deal may ■ 
turn out better than expected in the coming 
budget calculations. The minimum under 
that Ottawa agreement was set at $18 mil- J 
lions. But our population is up and the I 
national income at $12 billions is much 
higher, so it would be no surprise if we get 
$24 millions from this source—a small share, 
really, when one considers B.C.’s vast con­
tributions to federal revenues.

Provincial surpluses attained during war 
years when revenues were high and road­
building at a standstill have been about swal­
lowed up in higher costs of the last two 
years. Giving ourselves a high standard of 
living as involved in a $75-million budget, 
we must balance out-go and income, hence 
the sales tax. The timber industry, making 
unusual profits, will be expected to con­
tribute more.

Altogether it is a gopd-times budget and 
one that will provide precedents difficult to 
overcome if business encounters a serious 
slump. In the meantime, however, we look 
for the best and go ahead, hoping in the near 
future to get substantial new help from 
Ottawa via the Green Book route.

jTwo New MLA's 
[Take Seats Tuesday!

By Sun Staff Reporter i
VICTORIA, March 15.—Ar-1 

Ithur J. R. Ash and Walter Hogg, I 
■the new Coalition members -if I 
Ithe Legislature from Saanich I 
land Cariboo, respectively, willl 
■probably take their seats In the I 
I House Tuesday afternoon.
I Although they were elected ini 
I by-elections on February 23, the! 
I official procedure takes time fori 
Ithe return of writs and these I 
■ have now just come In to the I 
I Provincial Secretary’s Depart-1 
I ment.
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amount Is

[mLA Urges Unions 

Get Rid of Reds
No Labor Relations Board Aid for 
Communist-Led Organizations

MLA Would 
'Earmark' New!

jAge Lowered 
;For Students

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 16.—What would amount to a purge 

m Communists from labor unions in British Columbia 
through official action of the Labor Relations Board was 
proposed in the Legislature Monday.

I Of

The idea came from Don C.
3 Brown (Cons. Cln., Vancouver 
"Burraid) in course of a slashing 
«attack on the whole Communist 
l theory and the current actions of 
I the Soviet government.

Many people, he said, contend 
jthat unions who have proven 
«Communists in charge of their 
§ affairs should be given little or 
fno recognition by the Labor Re- 

1 lations Board and should not be 
ha permitted to use its facilities.

|i Mr. Brown charged that the 
I United States in the last year 

, -Ihas banned Communists from 
I ty Canada crossing their border.
I) vi “We have permitted Communists 8 

from Seattle, Portland and SanR 
Francisco to come up here and y 
hold their meetings tor the pur-P 
poses of discussing with Com-1 
munists here ways and means of g 
killing democracy."

The federal government should | 
[long ago have acted to bar Reds If 
from the country as It has now| 
done.

I He asserted the Commuists are!
! spending huge sums in B.C. each 1 
iyear on Red literature aimed | 
only at destroying the free way! 
of life.

He warmly applauded action! 
that has been taken by ‘labor! 
unions of repute" to pluck Com- 6 
munism from its ranks, and by g 
the Canadian Legion.

In connection with the bill he I 
criticized opposition leader Harold! 
Winch and "two other members I 
of the opposition" for flagrantly! 
defying the law of the province! 
when they went on the picket! 
line in die Nanaimo laundry j 
strike last year.

Steel Industry 
ISeen for B.C.

By M*H ■•porter
_ VICTORIA, March 16. - B.C.'s I 
«industry has a great chance pew I 
jto go Into basic Iron and steel I 
I production, according to Alan I 
IJ. McDonell (Cln., Vanoeuycr f 
■Centre).
I Mr. McDonell told the Leglila j 
gture Monday soaring eosts of I 
■coke and coal In the .United! 
Estates, tpe huge jump In price I 
got scrap stwl needed for blast! 
(furnace production, and the sup, j 

ply of cheaper electric power fnl 
[B.C. make a Heel mill using the! 
[electric furnace process perfectly I 
'easible here.

Using native ores and B.C. I 
ower, It could produce steel to I 

ete with that turned out hy I 
"ices great open hearth and! 

: furnace mills.

•Sales Taxes llOf Nursing
De Onn G tmtt Itann.t.. ! 1 i S 7T <"• I * I 1 V A S S 1 a m

Legalized Sale 
Of Drugs to 
Addicts Urged

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 16.—Legal-! 

lized sale of drugs to chronic drug'
I addicts In British Columbia was 
I proposed in the Legislature Mon­
ti day by Ernest E. Winch the vet- 
|eran CCF member for Burnaby.

This was part of an entirely 
| new plan for handling the prob- 
ilem of crime induced by drug 
1 addiction advanced by Mr. Winch 
lin an hour-long address to the 
1 house on the subject.
1 He declared a large majority 
jof 400 B.C. doctors whom he cir- 
jcularized on his proposal have 
I expressed themselves in favor.
1 TWO FOLD PLAN

It is twofold. First, would be 
I establishment of a hospital pure- 
lly for drug addicts, where the 
Iraain stress would be on cures 
Band rehabilitation.
I Then he would set up legalized 
g medical clinics to treat certified 
I chronic addicts and give them 
| the minimum amount of drugs 
■they need to carry on normal 
I work. j

Then they would not have to
■ resort to the underworld for!
■ drugs at exorbitant prices a
■ practice that so often leads to: 
| holdups and other crime.

Mr. Winch insisted the drug
■ problem, even that of drug crlm- 
I Inals, cannot be solved just by 
I throwing them in jail as Is now 
I done. Basically, it must be solv- 
Bed by medicine and education.
1 MONEY WELL SPENT

The money for his program, 
■the member declared, would be 
| well spent, for it is already con- 
I ceded drug addiction is costing! 
■the public millions. He estimât- 
led 10 percent of the prisoners 
I committed to Oakalla in the last
■ nine years were addicts.
| He told of success gained by
■ treatment at the U.S. Narcotic 
I Farm, Lexington, Ky., where
■ large numbers are cured and do
■ not again get into the toils of
I the law. _____________■ - -T

\BUDGET WILL
|Sf 7 RECORD

' VICTORIA, March 16 — 
(CP) — Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscomb's second 
budget speech, to be deiiv- 
ered tomorrow, is expected 
to show an all-time high of 
$75,000,000, increased from 
the $58,000,000 figure last

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 16.—If B.C. I 

I has to impose a sales tax—a levy | 
j that rumor says the budget will I 
announce tomorrow in the Legis-1 
lature—it should be specifically! 
earmarked to finance education! 

[and social services.
This opinion was expressed!

$ Monday in the House by Don C.r 
j Brown (CLN, Vancouver-Bur-1 
l|rard).
I Mr. Brown said he is con-1 
8 vinced that the sales tax is an B 
1 “equitable and realistically- con-|
I tributary way* of getting extra | j revenue the government needs.

The only alternative he sug-| 
gested was a tax on unearned in-1 
crement.

He insisted, however, that, inj 
l the final analysis, Ottawa must Jj 
pay the greater share of social |

I services.
Mr. Brown put in a plea for] 

wovincial government aid in | 
wilding community centres and! 
government aid on main high-f 

jways leading in and out of Van- 
I couver.

He proposed the treasury give! 
some financial aid to Alcoholics | 

j Anonymous for the new building I 
they are planning at the comer | 
of Robson and Homer Streets in I 
Vancouver, allocating the money I 

j out of liquor profits.

Inch Denies 
1'Coalition'
Iwith LPP

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 16.—Alan I 

[McDonell (CLN, Vancouver Cen-I 
Itre) clashed sharply in the Legis-I 
glautre Monday night with Opposi-I 
îtion leader Harold Winch, whom] 
[he charged with forming a coali- 
|tion with the LPP Party.

He alleged Mr. Winch, speak- 
ling in Vancouver at the time of I 
! the Nanaimo Laundry strike at a 
[meeting called and dominated by 
[Communists, had invited every­
one to join him in fighting to 
[wipe out capitalism, including 
[the Communists. Soon after-! 
[wards, the Communists accepted! 
land withdrew their candidate inj 
(Saanich.

"Don't be silly," sang out E. 
IE. Winch (CCF., Burnaby) as 
s Harold jumped to his feet, declar- 
led he had never invited the 
| Communists, never had any un-1 
[derstandlng with them and there] 
[would never be a coalition be- 
[tween them.

When Mr. McDonell tried to re-1 
[peat his assertion the Speaker 
[called him to order and insisted 
[he must accept Winch’s state-1 
[ment.

He later quoted Winch as hav- 
[ing said that "we must fight with] 
[every means in our power to I 
[bring about a national socialistic! 
[ state." Again Mr. Winch declar- 

Id, “I never made any such state- 
pent in my life."

VICTORIA, March 16_(CP)—I 
Minimum entrance age for stu-| 
dents in nursing schools is low­
ered from 19 years to 18 In an 
amendment to the Registered 
Nurses Act introduced By Pro­
vincial Secretary George Pearson 
in the Legislature Monday.

The bill makes no change In 
educational requirements, which 
will continue to be high school 
graduation with university en­
trance or Its equivalent.

The bill was one of four Intro­
duced by Mr. Pearson.

Two others, amending the In­
dustrial School for Boys Act and 
the Industrial School for Girls 
Act, provide authority for the 
superintendent of child welfare 
to recommend removal of in­
mates to any common jail or 
mental hospital.

An amendment to the Medical ■ 
Act will allow the council of any] 
College of Physicians and Sur-| 
geons of B.C to apply funds to| 
the assistance of members and| 
former members and their de-| 
pendents.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans-| 
comb introduced a bill to amend) 
a section of the Trust Companies | 
Act relating to reserve funds.

I Weir Expected in 
mouse Wednesday

By Ban Staff Reporter
VICTORIA,

! M. W«
. ------ ,—, March 16.—Dr.,
| George M. Weir, former Minister 
I of Education, who has been 
| seriously III for some six months, 
[is expected to resume his seat 
lin the BC. Legislature Wednes- 
■ day. Dr. Weir is Coalition MLA 
I for Vancouver Burrard.
| In the reshuffle at the end of 
I last year, W. T. Straith, KC: of 
I Victoria, was named Minister of 
| Education,
| Also on the Legislature’s sick 
[list is James L. Webster (Cln., | 
[Rossland-Trail), chief govern- 
I ment Whip.
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'Perpetuity' Is a Long Time
The Truck Loggers’ Association and 

others who dislike the government forest 
policy are not going to be contented with the 
bill brought into the Legislature Friday by 
Forests Minister Kenney “to improve the 
Forest Act"

It does little or nothing to remove any 
of the grievances which the truck loggers 
aired angrily at their convention last Décern­

as they go. The public, facing the prospect ol 
having to give the government mere revenue, 
probably feels, however, that the hike in tim­
ber royalties is disappointingly small and the 
Truck Loggers will not be appeased by the 
concession to farmers.

The very day that Mr. Kenney introduced 
his amendments two logging companies 
operating In the Coast Forest District, claim­
ing to represent the 114 companies in the

ber. They were agitating then- against the. Truck Loggers’ Association, urged that all
policy of perpetual forest management 
licenses, which, they said, menaces the prov­
ince's No 1 industry with- perpetual monop­
oly of big timber barons. What they got 
then from forestry officials was a vague 
intimation of amendments at this session 
which would reduce the discontent. The 
truck loggers were skeptical and their skepti­
cism seems to have been well-founded.

Mr. Kenney’s amendments consist chiefly 
In financial changes. Royalties on timber are 
to be hiked as much as 50 percent; the forest 
protection fund is to be increased, and the 
government is to take steps to finance con­
struction of logging roads. So far as the for­
est management principle is concerned, the 
government proposes to create a system of 
farm wood lots.

These changes are ail to the good, so far

Oil Firms Move to 
[End Control Alleged!

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 16. — Herbert Gargrave (CCF,| 

(Mackenzie) charged in the Legislature Monday night that! 
“90 percent of the trouble about the price of gasoline is I 

[caused by an attempt by the oil companies to break our|
I control legislation over petroleum products. ’ ’ _______
I “They won't be satisfied until^owea them Standard would 
(they have broken it—and they 11 still make 8.87 percent and Shell 
(likely get away with it the way;7.04 percent, and Imperial would 
I this government Is babying break even, 
jthem," he said. Premier Byron Johnson imme-
I He demanded the government 
«set a ceiling price lor gas and 
I force the off companies to com- 
I pete with each other below that 
I level.
I Mr Gargrave alleged that, on 
I the basis of the government's 
I own reports tabled in the Leg is- 
llature last Friday, the 414-cent 
I gasoline increase given the oil 
I companies “subsidizes the in- 
leffidency of the Imperial Oil 
I Company, that great monopoly 
I in oil business."
I This, he said, was clearly 
I shown in the fact that the latest 
1 Increase, according to the ac- 
jeountant’s report, gave Shell Oil 
I Company, which has recently 
I opened a new cracking plant in 
I the province, a return of 11-25 
I percent on capital employed;
I Standard, also with a modern 
I plant, 12.23 percent; Imperial,
I which has an old and outdated 
I refinery, can make but 4.75 pér­
irent.

If only a 3.2 cent increase wasj

applications for forest management licenses 
be held in abeyance pending further discus­
sions between the industry and the govern­
ment.

The same thought was expressed in the 
Legislature by H. J. Welch, the member for 
Comox, and other members have expressed 
their misgivings about the legislation they ap­
proved a year ago. Mr. Welch is alarmed that 
the hundred firms which have already filed 
applications for licenses will gobble up every­
thing. He suggests that after suitable grant* jj 
have been made for the Canadian Western 
Lumber Company's proposed pulp plant at ■ 
Duncan Bay—to which the government ■ 
seems to have committed itself—action on 
others should be postponed for further study 
of the act’s operation. This is the least the 
government can do.

;- :■

diately interrupted Mr. Gargrave! 
and insisted that it isn’t the re-1 
fining costs in B.C. that cause! 
the trouble, but the cost of bring-1 
ing refined gas into the province I 
from California.
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Municipalities 
Not Satisfied 

[With Sales Taxi
By Sen Staff Reparler

VICTORIA, March 17. — The| 
(sales tax announced by Finance| 
I Minister Anscomb today is “com.( 
(pletely unsatisfactory" to Britiehl 
(Columbia municipalities.

Mayor Percy George vire-presi-L 
dent of the Union of British Co-| 
lumbia Municipalities, reiterated | 

(this stand today in comment on( 
(the budget speech.
I He Intimated the government! 
(was taking advantage of a sales( 
(tax proposal put forward by the( 
(municipalities to fill its own| 
I coffers.
I Mayor W. M. Mott of New I 
(Westminster, president of the( 

, is in Victoria today to dis ( 
I tax with other executive ( 

1 of the union, and a pro-1 
nst the tax is exp

S»

jCloser Tieup 
lUrged With 
U.S. Economy

I VICTORIA, March 17.—A clos- 
|er economic tieup between Can- 
|ada and the United States was 
(urged in the Legislature this af- 
(temoon by Finance Minister 
(Herbert Anscomb, in discussing 
(Canada’s austerity program, 
I which, he said, is designed to, ln- 
I crease Canadian production, 
(greater use of Canadian dollars, 
I and the saving of US. dollars.
1 “One cannot escape the reflec­
tion that much of the "austerity1' 
(could have been prevented had 
(trading been based more closely 
(on the real value of our dollar 
(rather than on a dollar pegged ar­
tificially," he said, 
r "One thing the austerity pro­
gram will do is to hurt American 
land Canadian business, and, in 
I my view, an over valued Cana- 
Idian dollar prevents the influx of 
(lAmerlcan dollars for investment.

"This should compel the 
bought that the solution rests on 
ntegrating the economic strength 

both countries to their

jPact Balked 
By Duplessis, 

|Drew-Wismer
By Sun Staff Re»ert«r

VICTORIA, March 17.—Attor-- 
ney-General Gordon Wismer 8 
wound up the Throne Speech de­
bate in the Legislature Tuesday 
with a two-hour speech, in which 
he:

Charged Premiers Drew and 
Duplessis of Ontario and Quebec 
with ."playing politics” against ta 
the national well-being by refus-■ 
ing to sign taxation agreements 8 
with Ottawa.

Challenged the CCF to admit® 
it cannot put Socialism into ef­
fect in the province.

Warmly defended the new 
auto Financial Responsibility 
law and sharply criticized thei 
Saskatchewan compulsory insur­
ance law.

Made a sharp attack on Com­
munists and warned of Trojan 
Horse” dangers in Canada.

Mr. Wismer said he is con- 
evinced neither Drew nor Duples-
■ sis have any intention of making
■ agreements with the King gov­
ernment at Ottawa because they

don’t like it and want to see it 
driven out of power.

Of Socialism, he said the BNA 
Act does not permit socialist pro­
vincial economies since financial 
and banking powers are vested 
in Ottawa.

On the new auto law, Mr. Wis­
mer asserted there is no com­
parison between private auto in­
surance and the Saskatchewan 
scheme, which he attacked at 
length. There, the government; 
forces the people to take what 
is in essence a compensation 
plan only, and any autoist whoj 
wants to be adequately protected 
against damages in an accident 
must take a private policy 
•well.
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Production 
In B.C. Sets 
New Records

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 17. — In 

dollar values British Columbia's 
production in 1947 hit new highs 
ail along the line, according to 
figures submitted by Finance 
Minister Anscomb in his budget 
speech to the Legislature this 
afternoon.

Production of the four basic 
Industries he placed at $506,000,- 
000, an increase of $98,315,000 
over the 1946 figure, or nearly 
25 percent.

He estimated the industrial 
payroll at $440,000,000, an 
increase of $37,000,000, or 9 per­
cent:

On the basis of Dominion 
statistics he gave the value of 
overall production at $680,000,000, 
an increase of $119,000,000.

Sales of life Insurance Jumped 
about 13 percent to $104,000,000. 
The index of wholesale sales 
soared 43 points to 314 and that 
of retail sales by 29 points to 
250.

Electric power consumption 
lumped more than 10 percent to 
3,011,763 kilowatt hours. Freight 
loading on railways was up near­
ly 20 percent to 9,700,000 tons.

"The business situation at the 
eloee of 1947 by all standard In­
dicators was one of considerable 
etrength," Mr. Anscomb said in 
his general summary of theae 
—idltions.
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Soaring Costs Bringj 
Record Budget

Continued from Page One i
Mr. Anscomb drew special 

attention to the fact that in his 
budget last year he had warned 
that some other source ef 
revenue must be found if costs 
of schools and social services 
continued to mount the way 
people want them.

He placed the blame for the 
huge budget—and its new taxa-j 
tion — on inflation which has | 
caused price indices to leap up 
23 percent in the last 12 months.

He warned: "It is poSsible we 
have not reached the limit.”

Nor, he said, was the govern^ 
ment, in face of repeated demands 
for new and costly services, able 
to do wholesale pruning.

“It is very easy for some to 
clamor, for drastic cuts in ex­
penditure,” he said. “Which one 
of our services shall we cut off 
altogether and which other shall 
we prune drastically? Is it the] 
provision of law and order, thej 
development and protection of; 
our vital assets; the care of those! 
needy or ailing; education, or 
public works? It is no longer a 
matter of thousands of dollars 
but rather of millions.”

B.C. May Yet Go 'In RecT
Mr. Anscomb warned that even 

the huge budget he presented 
might become unbalanced if the 
Inflationary spiral continues, be- 

! cause the cost side of the ledger 
i has been based on present prices.

Besides collecting $12,000,000 
In extra money from the sales 

! tax, the government hopes to 
reap $900,000 more from the tim­
ber industry out of the new 

! royalties announced last week.
All the ordinary sources of rev- 

| en ue are expected to keep going 
up: a further $1,900.000 from 

I liquor profits; $1,400,000 from 
j motor vehicles; $675,000 from the 
eas tax, and even the Dominion 
taxation agreement will give B.C.

$1,350,000 more than in the last! 
year because of the higher popu-1 
lation and production.

But these high returns still! 
lrave the treasury short by $12,-| 
000.000 without the new sales tax.I

On the expenditure side, he! 
emphasized that costs of health,! 
welfare, social security, inStitu-l 
tional and other social services! 
will cost $20,324,000 next year,! 
or as much as the entire province! 
was. operated with 20 years ago.!

Health and welfare depart-! 
ments alone will cost $13,679,691,1 
an increase of $1,461,000, and I 
charges for the provincial secre-1 
tary's department go up $727,5781 
to $7,880,892.

Larger Hospital Grants
^J16cations in the lands and In the public works depart-1 

§ forests branch include an extra ment the current allotments call G
nAnn ____for $11,945,392, an increase ofK0,0)0 lor the forest protect.oni$1100fl000 Because of higher! 

zund, plus $327,480 for general costs this will only enable the! 
forest branch work; $107,600 department to keep up its pres-1 
more lor provincial park develop- ™t work, t -on non He noted that barely six years*5?Uh 0k?n‘ «KO the /works estimates were I 

I agan irrigation project, an extra hut «o 40=1436 I, *133,760 for the surveys branch, when lie turned to exnendi l 
i ",l°,h"™"0ra'nrrefSCS ... tores on capital account. Mr.I 

h «n™ rHaiKnnPiar«so iwi 'e* Anscomb disclosed that “bonus’’I 
ïrante nn u.nf0'?0 !?r payments paid to contractors last!
grants on mining trails and roads, year because of rising expenses!

Larger grants for hospitals had cost the government morel 
i were forecast as well as for than $2,000,000 |
! operation of mental hospitals This was the bonus granted I
i Anscorntfgave nïtis.  ̂ by Mr’

$28 Million for Works
. The $28,600,000 budgeted for 
j capital expenditures this coming 
| year are segregated as follows: 
j $9,900,000 on new roads, high- 
i ways and bridges, of which $5,- 
| 000,000 will come out of surplus 
j revenues (voted last year) and 
I the remainder from new borrow^ 
i ing; $2,750,000 as a special allo- 
I cation for steel and concrete 
i bridges ; $1,000,000 for purchase 

of heavy road construction and 
maintenance machinery; $1,750,- 
000 for new buildings at the uni­
versity (part of program already 
under way); $1,300,000 for new 
government buildings generally- 
$800,000 on rolling stock and 
equipment for the PGE Railway 
and $11,000,000 by the B.C. 
Power Commission.

The government already has 
iuthority to .borrow most of this

I money, but will submit two new 1 
lloan bills to the House: one to I 
! increase borrowing powers fori 
;PGE purposes by $5,000,000 and» 
the other to borrow $2,500,000 to I 
set up a new forest development I 
fund, previously announced.

p/,700,000 FOR 
\CITY FROM TAX

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 17. — 

Vancouver city stands to get 
about $1,700,000 this year 
out of British Columbia’s 
new sales tax, according to 
unofficial calculations here.

And if the tax produces 
more than the $4,000,000 esti­
mated by Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscomb, the Van­
couver amount will go up 
proportionately. -

New Westminster will 
probably get about $140,000 
and other municipalities and 
villages in ratio of popula­
tion. b*K,’ $

How Inflation Hits 
B.C.in Pocketbook

Sales Tax Helps Revenues Keep 
Pace With Soaring Expenditures
VICTORIA, March 17.—Here, in brief, is what inflation 

S and increased social services have done to the cost of govern- 
l ment in B.C., as shown the Legislature by Finance Minister 

Anscomb. ,,The figures cover current expenditures of departments 
and do not take into account outlays for capital works projects.

1946-47 1947-48 1948-49
Revenues ................ $56,817,944 $66,000,000 $77,616,309
Expenditures ......... 46,315,293 65,673,991 77,4,49,869

The ligures for 1946-47 are actual, and lor the other two 
vears are close estimates. It should be noted that' the 1948-49 
budget contains $12,000,000 the government expects to receive 
from its new three percent sale^tax^

Sales Tax Self Help 

For Social Security
Finance Minister Anscomb Explains 
It as a Contributive Levy

By Ban Staff Reparler
VICTORIA, March 17.—The “Anscomb Sales Tax” is I 

to be regarded as a means by which people of B.C. who need | 
social services can contribute towards paying for them.

This formula was laid down by*
the finance minister In his budget 

[ speech today.
"It is well to remember,” he 

said, “that the reason lor the im­
position of this tax is the re­
quirement by a certain part of 
our population for social security 
and social services.

“The tax will act as a contribu­
tory device to afford this section 

| of our population continued bene- 
I fits from our highly developed 
social service program.

I FUNDS NEEDED
“I think it cannot be empha­

sized too strongly that such an 
I extensive social program as that 

proposed cannot be Instituted 
without funds to meet its ever- 
increasing costs." V

Mr. Anscomb gave the House 
a long explanation of the rea­
sons for the new 3 percent levy 
on retail sales and said his de­
partment has been thinking 

I about such a tax for the last 
I two years.
I The proceeds of 1 percent, 
I estimated at $4,000,000, will go 
I to the municipalities, and they 
I can spend it as they see fit.
I The other 2 percent, Mr. 
I Anscomb said, will be earmarked 
I for social services, health and 
I welfare and old age pensions.
I TAX DEFENDED 
I Defending the tax as a sound 
I one, the finance minister said:

I "Over the period of the last 
I 15 years there has been a 
I rather considerable revision in 
I the thinking with regard to this 
| tax, and It is now accepted as 
‘eing a logical source of funds, 
articularly where the Increased 

1 costs of social service make 
I greater revenue necessary.

“At the present time there are 
1 states in the United States 
nposlng a retail aales tax in « 

form or another, while two prc 
tnces in Canada, Saskatchewi 
and Quebec, are firmly in 

! field.
"The present government 

askatchewan was -
olitical plai 
oltsh it. It

there quite recently stated hej 
had no intention of doing so.

“Probably the most commonly 1 
voiced objection to the sales tax I 
has been the fact that it is in I 
some measure regressive; that in I 
contrast . to the income lax, it I 
bears more heavily on the lower | 
income groups of our society.

“It would be foolish to deny I 
that In Its all-inclusive state this I 
is to some considerable measure I 
true. What must t)e remember-1 
ed, however, is that the progrès-1 
slve feature of our tax system is I 
to a considerable measure taken I 
care of by the Dominion income « 
tax, which is steeply graduated. 1

"What the sales tax Is applied I 
upon is the residual portion of I 
the income after such tax. It is I 
my intention to recommend that I 
liberal exemptions be granted I 
from the tax for food for human I 
consumption. While this willl 
seriously impair our revenue j 
from the tax, it meets, In a large I 
measure, the objection that the I 
lower income group bears a dis-1 
proportionate share of the bur r 
den."
MUNICIPAL AID

Answering argument of mu-1 
nicipal leaders that they should I 
get at least half of the proceeds! 
from the tax Mr. Anscomb esti-l 
mated about $9,000,000 of it! 
would be actually paid on sales! 
in municipal areas and many of! 
these sales would be for equip-8 
ment and other goods used else-| 
where in the province.

So that by getting $4,000,0008 
out of the tax the municipalities! 
would redeve close,to 50 percents 
of what is paid within their| 
bounds '
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3 PERCENT SALES TAX FILLS BILL

-.m

B.C. to Spend $100 
In Next Year, Says

Million 
Anscomb

By LESLIE FOX 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 17.—A three percent tax on retail 
ales in B.C. will be levied by the B.C. government.

Only foods for human consumption will be exempt.
This was announced by Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 

_pmb when he submitted his 1948-49 budget to the Legisla- 
! ture this afternoon.

The current expenditure for the coming year is placed 
„ at $77,449,869, an increase of $11,800,000 over expenses of 
I 'the fiscal year that is just finishing; and $31,134,575 more 

than in the year of 1946-47.
The government will also spend $28,600,000 on capital 

projects for roads, bridges, buildings, power development 
and other items—a total outlay for the year of $100,049,869.

The sales tax will produce $12,000,000 annual revenue 
for the government and $4,000,000 of this, or one-third of 
whatever it produces, will be turned over to municipal coun- 

i Cils.
The balance will be allocated to paying for social se- 

I curity, social services, health and welfare.
Rural school taxpayers are to get $1,100,000 of relief.

! Votes for roads and other works maintenance will be 
jumped by $1,100,000.

1 ■ -■< ! -r-j

pjSSli
| ?l
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rOnly Alternative'
Mr. Anscomb has finally made 

|‘official the reports that have 
been current for weeks that 
British Columbians would be

Additional budget reports on 
Pages 3, 6, 7 and 11.

called upon to pay the sales tax 
so that the government can 

I balance its “fattest” budget on 
record caused by inflated costs.

The finance minister conceded I 
the government had been up 
against a hard decision in de­
ciding to levy a sales tax, but 
he called it the “only altera­
tive.”

All along the line government 
I expenses will soar, 
j Mr. Anscomb made a typical 
"hard businessman’s budget 
speech.”

He proudly told how he had

reduced the net debt by morel 
than $10,000,000 in the last year;! 
how he is now setting aside all I 
the necessary funds for future! 
debt repayment; and declared he I 
will resist more capital spending | 
“on any project that is not I 
basically essential,” even though I 
B.C. can now borrw at its lowest | 
rate in history.

The plain fact, Mr. Anscomb I 
intimated, is that if people insist | 
on having more social services 1 
and better education they’ve got! 
to pay for them through higher I 
taxes.

“Were it not for my faith ini 
this country and my sincere hope I 
that stability will be restored in I 
the not too distant future, then I 
I would view with the utmost I 
alarm the volume of our pro-1 
posed spendings.

Self Reliance Needed
"If I appear critical of undue 

paternalism in government ad- 
minisWatlon, it is mainly because 
I have a deeper faith in measures 
designed to rehabilitate the indi­
vidual and promote self reliance, 

t "It is only a well-trained, adapt- 
| able and self reliant population 
that will garner and enjoy the 
abundance that British Columbia 
so freely offers.

I "Whenever anyone truly de- 
| serves aid or protection, let us 

by all means be generously help­
ful, but let us not allow that gen­
erosity to create undue, constant 

I and unwarranted, reliance on 
government assistance."

By far the high point of Mr. 
Anscomb’s budget speech was his 
committal of the government to 
the new sales tax.

He gave very few details how 
It will work. He 
whether

_____  did not mention
B.C. will have tokens as

ip Washington State, or collect it| 
by other means.

Nor did he list the exemptions! 
on food that will be granted,! 
although he said they will be! 
"liberal.” These will be disclosed| 
when the actual bill Is submitte" 
to the House.

'It was neither easy nor pleas-! 
ant to arrive at this decision,’’! 
he said, "but it was inescapable! 
because of economic forces be-| 
yond our control.

“One thing certain was that! 
we had reached a point when! 
neither compromise nor a deficit! 
budget could be tolerated.

"To becloud the real issue and! 
facts would have been an un-l 
forgivable disservice to the! 
people of this province; to have! 
done so would only postpone un-l 
til the next year the evil to bel 
faced in double measure." • ■

IT A GLANCE

B.C. to Seek New 
Parley on Taxes

Another Dominion-Provincial 
Conference Held Urgent

By Sub Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 17.—Finance Minister Herbert Ans- fl 
eomb announced in the Legislature this afternoon that he* 
end Premier Byron Johnson will press for another Dominion-g 

| Provincial Conference as soon as the Legislature adjourns, g 
He said they will continuetosënTlâlly for'thFcommbn bene-jf 

pressing for such a meeting until fit of the province and their! 
B.C. gets its just and right re- respective municipalities; that!

I turns for the income tax reven- the pooling of these resources,! 
lues that were handed over to the together with the provincial aids 
j federal government. from the Dominion would ensure!
I B.C. claims that until the social sufficient funds for adequate!
I security proposals made at the. social security and social andB 
I original conference are brought health services, and give materialr 
I Into effect it will not consider the issistance in the development of]
I taxation agreement fair.
I «WHEN PROVINCES SION' 
j “I do not think,” he said,
I "there can be any argument used:
I against a further conference on 
I the definition of *when a suf- 
I licient number of provinces have 
I signed up.' ”

Mr. Anscomb announced that I 
I in the coming year B.C. will get !
I $22,705,771 from Ottawa under 
I the tax agreement, an increase 
of $1,413,051 over last year, be­
cause of the higher national pro­
duction and B.C.’s larger popula­
tion.

I He also advised corporations 
I that the five percent corporation 
I tax now levied by British Colum­
bia (but collected by the Domin­
ion) is likely to continue, be­
cause there are no indications 
that either Ontario or Quebec in­
tend to enter the taxation agree­
ment
HOW IT WORKS

(The way this corporation tax 
j works is this: When the Domin­

ion signed up the tax agreements 
j it dropped the corporation tax by 

ten percent in all provinces so 
that those who did not want to 
sign could go back into the field.

But the provinces which did 
sign had to levy five percent 
of this so that their own cor­
porations paid more toward up-ffl 
keep of the provincial govern- W 
ments. Only when all provinces I 
sign up will this be wiped out. I 

In Ontario now' the corpora-1 
ttons pay a seven percent pro-1 
vincial tax by comparison.) H 

Mr. Anscomb stated that ifj 
| B.C. had not signed the tax agree-1 

ment, and had gone back intofl 
the income and corporation taxi 
field, it wo^ld now collect a “very | 
considerable sum” which he did I 
not estimate. I

| This Is because of the enor-l 
mous industrial expansion and! 
population increase that has[

I taken place in B.C.
FOR SOCIAL SERVICES 

He continued: “We signed the!
I agreement in good faith, know* I 

ing full well that a goodly pro-1 
I portion of our people’s income! 
would be used to aid other areas! 
not so favored .as British!
Columbia, but we sifened in thel 

| belief that the surrender valu 
of our tax rights would f

Budget 
Program 
For 1948

Three percent tax on all 
retail sales in B.C. except 
human foods.

* * *
Tax calculated to produce 

$12,000,000, of which munici­
palities will get one-third.

* * *
Rural taxpayers to be 

assisted by $1,100,000 on school 
costs.

* * *.
larger hospital grants plann­

ed; and heavy increases for 
mental institutions.

* * *
Total current budget to be 

$77,449,869, an increase of 
$11,800,000.

* * *
Capital expenditure of

$28,600,000 will make total 
provincial outlays for year 
$106,049,869.

* * *
Net debt decrease $10,242,377 

in one r ' "

--V-

■\r* ■
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Improving Legislation
important legislation always comes in at the 
last moment. There is little time for thorough 
combing of sections and subsections for their 
implications and possible effects.

It is a fact, too, that the provincial law 
officers whose job it is to draft the legis­
lation are often rushed to distraction in the 
short time at their disposal. Sometimes they 
don’t do the best job possible in making pur­
poses clear.

Mr. McDonell suggests that “an internal 
board” of deputy ministers of the various 
departments be set up to study the bills before 
they are dealt with by the cabinet. This 
would be a help, perhaps, but it should not be 
forgotten that it is the responsibility of the 
MLA's to study the legislation and approve 
it. They should not become rubber stamps 
either for the cabinet or a board of bureau­
crats.

The MLA’s should resign themselves to 
longer sessions of the Legislature and adopt 
the practice of sending government legis­
lation to standing committees for thorough 
study. In this way representations could be 
heard from interested parties and from legal 
experts. •

The business of a million people deserves 
some consideration and sacrifice.

What was said in the British Columbia 
Legislature this week by Allan J. McDonell, 
Coalition MLA for Vancouver Centre, about 
the need for" eliminating “blunders” in legis­
lation, has considerable sense. In the past, 
he said, some bills have been faulty because 
not enough advance study was given to the 
“implications” of the legislation.

Citizens can think of two very important 
pieces of legislation which were passed at the 
1947 session and certainly have faults. One 
is “Bill 39,” the revised Industrial Concilia­
tion and Arbitration Act «which the govern­
ment itself speedily found to be defective in 
some important respects. The other is the 
Forest Act of 1947, which is still creating a 
storm.

Some people will say that it ill-becomes 
a member of the Legislature to complain 
about faulty legislation. After all, members 
are elected to go to Victoria to write good 
legislation.

Provincial legislators, however, have not 
as much time to devote to churning over new 
laws as have members of Parliament at 
Ottawa. They meet for six to eight weeks and 
spend at least half their time listening to for­
mal debates. Legislation usually gluts the 
Order Paper in the dying weeks and the most

$12 Million for Anscomb Tilts at 
Municipalities

Denies Gov't Niggardly; Raps 
Big Civic School Programs

___  By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA. March 17. — Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb flatly denied in the Legislature this afternoon that

I New B.C. Roadwork
VICTORIA, March 17.—British Columbia's road con­

struction and highway improvement program, launched in 
1946, is to be continued despite the huge increase in the 
provincial budget IBHHHHHHHBHHi

Anscomb! Finance Minister 
H made this clear In his budget 
H speech.
H And only when the principal

highways are all hard-surtaced 
can some easement of costs be 
expected, he said.

In the coming year, the Works 
Department ' will spend $12,650, 
000 on new construction.

Part of this Is for projects 
already under way, such as the 
Hope-Princeton and Hart High­
ways.

Included is a special allocation

the government has been niggardly in its financial treat­
ment of the municipalities. ~The school population will be' 

In a special table of figures he added to the estimated total 
showed that in the coming fiscal population of a district and the 

J94849. the government s pèrcentage of this to the popula-Snoumt ütnn SlTOSRm^hv6*^1 tirin and school figure for all will 
Amount to *1T,988,000 by com^ bp the Amount pnrh rppnivo& parison with only $2,965,449
eh years ago.

In the laat two years the gov­
ernment had voted $1,807,000- 
extra aid under the Goldenberg 
scheme and $2,521,000 under the 
Cameron school tax plan, he

Games Help Cure 
Mental Patients

By San Stuff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 17.—At 

ing results obtained at Essoij

asserted.
In the coming year, the cities 

will get direct grants alone of 
$15,400,000, including $4,000,000 
from the sales tax, $6,800,000 on 
current education costs, $3,000,- 
000 towards school buildings and 
$1,600,000 from motor license 
fees.

They get an additional $2,588,. 
000 assistance In an indirect way

Mental Hospital by physical re­
creation pursuits were described 
to the social welfare committee 
of the Legislature this morning
by W. R. Brown, director of reo-
raaflnt.reation.

“Since we started this program- 
some patients say they b*V|! 
never been happier in their lives 
and say they don’t ever want j#| 
leave the hospital,” he said.' ■ -M

through assumption of a large 
government share of costs of 
indigents and other services,r ,oct vipca,
policies which were started last year.
„ The Finance Minister soundly

as we had during the riae el 
Nazlism," he declared.

He declared on authority ol
ea by Don Cameron e 
tor, Ontario (published ej 
«ely in The Vancouver Sun)

now have applications be- 
e government for $40,000,-

000 worth of new schools, of 
Which the government would 
have to pay $20,000,000. I
The formula to be used in dis-

Canada has one Commi
up withunder

greaterthis, he said, di Inited States,care, within $915,123,
coats of highway mi

EGww--:

■5.5‘HI / y*.}
ffrjjflfc1
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SOARING EXPENDITURES SHOWN

$31 Million Jump in 
Costs in Three Years

•c tt o.

VICTORIA, March 17. — Growth of B.C. government 
expenditures from $46 millions in 1946-47 to $77 millions in 
1948-49, as a result of increased costs and services, is shown
in the following table:
Debt Chargee 
Sinking Fundi

J2 c >c<W
• 6,454,000 I 5,494,000 $ 5.739.0001le and Debt Redemption..! 

Total ...........................................

Percent of total expendlturee ...................
Social Services:

Public Welfare, Including Provincial 
Institutions, Maintenance to Hos­
pitals, Mothers' Allowances, Old Age 
Pensions, Public Health, Labor, etc. 

Education .............................. ........................

Total .............. ............................

Percent of total expendlturee ..............
Productive Services:

Agriculture ....................................................
Public, Domain: Forests, Mines and

3!414,’000 5,505,000 5,681,000

■ = &.

5s1 %s
Grand Total •46.315,000 •65,674,000 •77.450.000111 ■

Debt Cut Bright Spot in 
B.C/s Financial Picture

These figures reflected howl 
the wartime boom and contraction « 
of dollar values have enabled the i 
province to cut down on its 
fixed charges and debt burden.

Because of the higher popula­
tion, the per capita debt load is 
reduced to $116.58 from a high 
figure of $177.74 in 1941. 1

Per capita interest charges are \ 
down from $8.42 to $5.43.

The finance minister put the! 
damper on people who say thet 
government could easily borrow; 
more money for various services: 
it needs.

He warned that in the next few | 
years it may have to make large, 
capital expenditures and borrow; 
for the purpose.

But, he said: “Some peoplej 
seem to think that all we havej 
to do is borrow and the Lord will ! 
take care of the rest of the prob-1 
lem. I assure you that is not how i 
things work out.”

By Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 17. — The 

one bright spot in Finance Min­
ister Anscomb’s “inflation bud­
get” to the Legislature today 
was his announçement that the 
net debt of the province was re­
duced by $10,242,377 between De­
cember 31, 1946, and December 
31 1947 '

It now stands at $122,406,186.
I Mr. Anscomb boasted to the 
House how he is now making 
full payments to the sinking 
funds and paying off debts as 
they come due.

He declared “at no time during 
the past 30 years was the prov­
ince is as strong a position as 
today with respect to its public 
debt.

“It’s full carrying charges now 
require less than 15 percent of 
our total revenue instead of the 
30 percent and more payable a 
few years ago.”

j Since November, 1941, he de­
clared, the province’s gross debt 

[has increased

ter Herbert 
ternoon that 
ancial treat-
lation will be
itimated total 
strict and the 
to the popula­
te for all will
:h receives.

;lp Cure 
itients
aff Reporter
larch 17.—AmaZ- 
ined at Essondale 
L by physical ro_l 
:s were described 
-elfarc committee] 
ure this morning 
n, director ol rec-

imt*

__  _______  only' $775,376
(mainly because ot heavy bor-| 
rowings lor the sell-liquidating i 
power commission) and the net] 
debt has been reduced by $22,957,- 
301.

The annual interest charges 
now are $5,696,676, a reduction ol 
$1,189,6037

rted this progra 
say they ha 

pier in their Ms 
on’t ever want 
tal," he said, 
been wonderlul 
erves ol patict 
din treatment,

ttremely nerve 
: taking Injectfo 
r getting on i 
they steady ri|

• 9,868,000 •10,999,000 •11,420,000
21.31 16.75 14.75

•11.478,000 •16,452,000 •20,324,000
9,011,000 11,203,000 12,655,000

•20,489,000 •27,655,000 $32,979,000
44.24 42.11 42.58

• 502,000 • 613,000 • 705,000
3.360,000 8,293.000 6,411,000
3,295,000 9,548,000 10,267,000

• 7.157,000 •15,454,000 •17,383,000
15.46 23.53 22.44

• 2.127,000 • 2,300.000 • 1,164.000
283,000 444,000 257,000

5,113,000 7,026,000 •,622,000

1,278,000 1,796,000 6,625,000
• 8.801,000 •11,566,000 •15,668,000

19.00 17.61 20.23
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B.C. Gov't 
Overspent by 
$7,000,000

The 'Biggest Budget'
social security, hospitals, education, then that 
community is prepared to pay the shot. And 
people generally will agree that it- is better 
to do it now that to postpone for another year 
an inevitable decision.

The budget on the whole is vastly encour­
aging, Net debt is down $11,000,000, and Mr. 
Anscomb is able to announce that the per 
capita debt—the share, that is, which falls 
upon each citizen is down from $177 to $116. 
That speaks volumes for the benefits of an 
expanding population.

The budget figure of $77 millions does 
not tell the whole story of provincial expendi­
ture in the coming fiscal year. Together with 
capital expenditures of roads, public build­
ings and the like, the total will be above 
$106,000,000. The extra money comes from 
appropriations and loan bills. Whether this 
money will actually be spent in the coming 
year depends to a large extent on avail­
ability of money and materials.

The government now has to face the re­
action of the municipalities to the decision 
to give them one-third only of the extra 
revenue from sales tax. An outcry can be 
expected, but when the budget comes down 
it is clear that the government’s mind is 
made up. The people who object to having to 
pay the sales tax must derive what satis­
faction they can from the knowledge that the 
proceeds are going into hospital beds, into 
increased social welfare and social service, 
and to better the educational opportunities 
of the province’s children.

Mr. Anscomb’s 1948 budget has more 
than fulfilled advance expectations. The Sun 
on Monday estimated a $75,000,000 budget 
for 1947-48 but Mr. Anscomb has raised 
that by nearly $2,500,000. To understand 
better what that means it is only necessary 
to recall that two years ago the government 
budgeted for $46,000,000 or so, and that 
this was considered a terrific figure for a 
province which 15 years ago got along on 
•bout $20,000,000 for its government 
Services.

Some of this almost four-fold advance hr 
20 years is due to the inflation which makes 
Pur dollars of less value than they were a few 
years ago. But the population of British 
Columbia is up more than 300,000 since those 
times. More population compels the spending 
Of more money, but it also spreads the cost

The three percent sales tax makes it 
Impossible for any citizen to take this phase 
of governmental affairs casually. It is some­
thing about which there is bound to be a 
controversy in the country. It took courage 
to impose it. But Mr. Anscomb’s words must 
be listened to with patience. He said:.

“One thing certain was that we had 
reached a point where neither compromise 
Bor a budget deficit could be tolerated.”

A budget deficit is out of the question in 
what have been described as "lavish” times. 
The finance minister sees the country pros-

] VICTORIA, March 17.—B.C.’* 
, provincial government overspent 
1 its appropriations In the fiscal 
I year which ends on March 31 by 
j nearly $7,000,000.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 
Kgcomb, in his budget speech, blam- 
@ed it on the "inflationary spiral." 
j This had made it impossible to 
[ilive within the budget, he said,
‘ ’despite warning to all depart- 
8 ments'to watch their expenses 
|;during the year, 
v He went through each depart­
ement showing how soaring costs 
ij had shot his estimates of last 

session to pieces and that against 
' j prospective costs of $58,781,334, 

the actual expenditure is closer, 
.. to $65,674,000.
”, Instead of the huge surpluses 

BB.C. has been boasting this year 
he will have a margin of only 

p. $320,000 in revenues over ex- 
j penses, he said, 
y The finance minister also sub- 

Emitted details on where the huge 
i,j accumulated surpluses of the war 
't years have been spent.
L' Altogether these revenue sur­
it pluses had totaled $41,935,374, but

by April 1 last year all of this 
but $4,305,374 was either spent or 
allocated.

■■

Ottawa Has 
Addict Plan rrous and he has the right to assume that 

a prosperous community demands extra­
ordinary new expenses for social services,

CONFIDENCE VOTE NO DECISION YET ON 
LANSDOWNE RACINGMajor H ouse 

Fight Over 
Sales Tax

division on a recent visit to Ot­
tawa, but was not at liberty to 
divulge details yet.

However, he added, it would be 
i somewhat along the same prin- 
clples as the proposals made by

VICTORIA, March 18 — (CP)—The ques­
tion of horse racing at Lansdowne Park m Vancouver 
this year was discussed at a round table conference 
here Wednesday between track operators of the main­
land, members of the legislature and attorney-general 
Wismer. No conclusions were arrived at and further 
discussions will take place, Mr. Wismer said.

All Vancouver members, John H. Cates, member 
for North Vancouver, and A. C. Hope, Delta member, 
joined in the conference.

E. E. Winch, CCF—Burnaby, In 
the House Monday that they
should be treated as medical cases 
rather than outright criminals. VICTORIA, March 18. — The 

"battle of the sales tax” opena In 
earnest here today.

CCF leader_ HHV Winch,,
when he starts the budget debate 
In the Legislature this afternoon, 
will make a motion of non-confi­
dence in the government because

($25,000 Vote for 
(Arthritis Research

By Sen Staff Reporter
! VICTORIA, March 18. — The1 
B.C. government has allotted 
$25,000 for research Into control 
Of arthritis in the province, It was 
disclosed in estimates in the 
Legislature Wednesday.

I This is a new vote, and Is 
understood to be part of the na­
tional campaign against this dis­ease.

Doubled In the estimates Is a 
vote for research into cancer con­
trol, which now totals $50,000.

Money for public health serv-

Finance Minister Herbert An­
scomb Wednesday. i

Mr. Winch’s motion this after-: 
Upon will bring an Important

IRMA Asks Ban on 
Credit Advertising

By Sun Staff Repartcr
VICTORIA, March 18. — T1 

B.C. Government was asked We 
nesdav by the Retail Merchani 
Association to bring in legisl 
tion prohibltln the advertlsii 
of credit terms.

A delegation headed by Georj 
R. Matthews, managing seci 
tary, told the cabinet that .11 
tion in “$1 down and $1 a wee] 
schemes has reached a point 
parts of the United States whe 
it has completely upset reti

feat of the government.
The CCF will vote 

against the government 
Issue. They have alre 
noiinced that Intention.

Quite possibly the government 
may lose some of Its supporters 
when the vote comes, but will 
still have a solid majority.

Municipal leaders began their j 
fight before the municipal com-

solidly

I marketing.
ices In metropolitan areas has
been raised to $119,000,
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1 Gov't Wins Test 
Over Sales Tax 1

2 Coalitionists Bolt Ranks, Vote 
With CCF in Opposing New Levy

By Sun Stiff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 19. — The provincial government’s! 
I three percent sales tax plan survived its first test in the I 
Legislature Thursday, but two Coalition members refused to I 
go along with the cabinet in its plan for financing rising j 

} education and social service costs.
i yesterday’s Van- 
i. Tlllie J. Rois ton,

As forecast in
I couver Sun, Mrs.
8Point Grey, and W. A. C. Ben- 
Bnett, South Okanagan, bolted 
■party ranks when Opposition 
8 Leader Harold Winch moved to 
2condemn the government for Its 
| sales tax scheme.

By 32-13 the house rejected 
3 Mr. Winch’s motion after Pre- 
amier Byron Johnson said he re-’
; garded it as a resolution of want 
of confidence.

The entire CCF group of 101 
E members voted against the gov- 
S ernment, supported by Labor 
it member Thomas Uphill of Fer- 
| nie, and the two Coalitionists, 
j TWO MIA’S MISSING

Only two members were miss- 
j Ing—Dr. George M. Weir, Bur- 
j ard, and J. L. Webster, Rossland- 
I Trail, who are on the sick list.

In a 35-minute debate on Mr. 
a Winch’s motion condemning the 
1 tax, six members spoke against 
j the levy.

The vote came after Mr. Winch 
I had opened the budget debate.

The government side made no 
I attempt to answer the opposition 
I critics, relying on the arguments 
1 advanced Wednesday by Finance 
I Minister Herbert Anscomb that 
I the tax is the “only alternative”
1 to balance the inflation-soared 
| provincial budget. -*-«*

Mr. Winch declared: "The CCF 
j Is unalterably opposed to the
8 sales tax.” __
3 WORKERS HIT

He said It places the main 
■burden of paying government 
I services on the working 
I because at least one-half of their 
(income is spent on consumer: 
(goods which will be taxed, while 
(the rich man does not spend that 
(proportion of his Income on tax­
able goods.

“It will have an Inflationary 
■effect on our economy. It-is the
9 worst kind of tax, and most un- 
]lust,” he declared.

The basic principle of any tax 
| should be that it should be just, 
(he contended, and should not hit 

ne group more than another. 
“What It amounts to is an up- 

I side down income tax based not 
ion ability to pay, but inability 
lot the small man to resist. It is 
(class legislation of thé most 
|victoüs sort.”

He declared the best tax ex- 
3 pelts hold that a sales tax <s 
| “the child of panic and unpre-
pansdness” and insisted it was 
just another attempt to shift the j 
cost of government from the 1 
wealthy to the poor.

OF PANIC”
He told the government tot 

lore revenue from the ”pro*x> I 
Ive enterprises of the province" I 

Ilf it needs the money. I
W. H. Brett (CCF-Prlnee Ru-I 

. ,'who seconded his leader’s | 
emnatlon resolution, readj

____from the Retail Merchant*!
Association protesting the new| 
tax.

As an alternative the Retail | 
Merchants suggest the prov 
wait till the Federal Government I 
reduces its present eight ;

* s tax, i

Premier Johnson rose Briefly I 
Ito state he would regard Mr. I 
(Winch’s motion as a want of con-1 

Idence move and that there I 
ouid be plenty of time later in | 
ie session to discuss the sale

| GOVT MIA’S MUZZ,LEO
‘Tm certainly disappointed the I 

I premier takes that stand,” de-] 
clared Herbert Gargrave (CCF, i 
Mackenzie), "because It doesn’t 
give the government’s supporters 
chance to express their real feel­
ing on the issue.”

He called it a "rotten and un­
just tax” because It hits the low 
Income families that even the 
federal government does not 
charge on the income taxe.

"It’s Just, another way of 
I gouging a few cents more out of 
the workers,” he declared. “Cer­
tainly a business man’s tax."

J. H. Crosby (CCF, Peace 
I River) declare! the farmers of 
his riding are solidly against the 
new levy because their feed and 
machinery will cost more. He 
warned that a lot of people in 
his district will buy their ma­
chinery, ears and other things in 
Alberts where there Is no such 

Itax.
IAIL ORDER DODGE
What’s more, he added, people 

I all over the province will buy on
■ mail order iront supply houses 
| In other provinces in order to

scape the levy.
Arthur J. Turner (CCF—Van- 

! couver East) said the sales tax
■ proposal showed dearly the 
I government’s "bankruptcy of 
I ideas" about getting new revenue. 
I One avenue he suggested was to 
I take over the brewing and dis- 
I tilling business if the government 
I needs money for social services.

B.C. Urged to Take! 
Over Health Groups

CCF Would Have Gov't Pay Off Claims! 

And Carry On Operations of Societies
By Sun Staff Reverter

VICTORIA, March 19.—Harold Winch, CCF opposition 1 
leader, opening the budget debate in the Legislature Thurs-1 
day, urged:
]—The government bring in 

| a bill of rights guaranteeing!
; freedom of speech, freedom off 
; assembly, protection from false I 
! arrest and the voting franchise!
| for minorities.
2— The government to take over| 

the health and accident asso-l
dations that have recently been I 
suspended, pay the overdue! 
daims of members and carry on| 
their schemes.
3— An amendment to the Liquor | 

Act so that members can buy !
drinks for other persons in pri-B 
vate clubs and so that members! 
of veterans' clubs can buy bottled 1 
beer to take out.
4— Close scrutiny of the rising | 

administrative costs of the|
government which, he said, have| 
risen 76 percent since 1945.
“CRIMINAL ACTION"

On the health and accident sus-| 
pensions, he said Attorney-Gen-1 
eral Wismer should consider! 
“criminal action" in some cases.

He declared that from the six! 
associations which have been in-[ 
vestigated in the last year there |
Is a total of $132,000 outstanding | 
in unpaid claims and $96,442 of! 
threatened loss in prepaid pre-| 
miums.

This hits 28,904 members of the! 
associations and possibly 90,0001 
to 100,000 altogether when con-| 
aidering their dependents.

Mr. Winch spent two hours and| 
15 minutes in launching the bud-|
Set debate, but spent most of his I 

me on other subjects than the! 
budget.

Outside of the sales tax issue, ! 
his main attack on the financial g 
policy of the government was|

I that it should have floated loans] 
for the $15,000,000 it appropriated | 
from revenue surpluses last year] 
for road purposes.

"I told you that myself yester-1 
day," interjected Finance Minis-1 
ter Herbert Anscomb.

"Yes, but you’re the one who| 
brought the bill in last year," 
Winch retorted.

"Certainly, and you Voted fori 
It along with every other mem-1 
her of the House," said Mr. An- | 
scomb.
REDS AND CCF 

Mr. Winch spent a good deal of II 
time on the so-called Communist || 
tie up with the CCF.

"I want to make this perfect­
ly clear," he said.

“There is no member on the I 
government side or anywhere ln| 
tills House who dislikes the Com- V 
munists any more than I do, or I 
objects to totalitarianism any I 
more than I do, or hates their I 
dirty tactics In Canada any more, j 

“We in Canada intend to solve I 
our own problems in our own I 
way and certainly so far’ as we I 
are concerned, intend to do it by P 
democntieSmethods.

14 surrender to I 
whether troml 
left, is unthink- f 
be a denial of I 

. faith of our f
ople in the democratic tradi-

iov't Urged to 
:ight Erosion

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 19. — The I 

Union of B.C. Municipalities made I 
a bid to the Municipal Committee j 
of the Legislature Thursday for | 
provincial assistance in combat-1 
ng erosion along the Fraser I 
River, from the Coast inland to !

The union’s secretary, R. R. F. I 
Sewell, and Reeve R. M. Grauer I 
of Richmond, reported land is be- [ 
ing washed away with loss of L 
property.

Reeve Grauer said Richmond 1 
may have to spend $24,000 in 
prevention work this year. I 

The committee will receive a! 
survey on the contention that the j 
three per cent tax on pole lines 
is bringing 1 revenue than pre- j 
vious methods of taxation on the s 
lines, although the new percent-1 
age tax was a recommendation | 
of the Goldenberg Commission, t 

The municipalities asked for a | 
public company to carry munia- j 
pal fire insurance only.

jjGov't Boosts 
iSome Grants

By Sun Staff Reparte*
Victoria, March 19.—The I 

•rovincial Government grant tog 
I the Boy Scouts’ Association will 
Ibe raised from $1000 to .
■this year, it was shown in the < 
Itimates tabled in the Legislatun 
■The Girl Guides will get 
| grant for the first time.
| The allotment for the B.C. 8 
| Branch of Canadian National In-1 
Istitute for the Blind will bel 
I raised from $30,000 to $33,300. A g 
Ispecial grant of $25,000 for the If 
■institute has also been revoted, g

Victorian Order of Nurses wills 
;et an increase from $6000 tog 
8000 in their allowance.
Other grants for charitable as*g 

Rsociations, unchanged, are Cana-1 
Idian Red Cross Society B.C. divis*H 
lion, $1600 Fairbridge Farm Schofi 
lion, $1600; Fairbridge Farm! 
■School, $12,500; Junior Red Cross,!
g 00; Salvation Army Rescue! 

ome, $2000; Vancouver YWCA,g 
Victoria YWCA, $400.
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Making Good Use of Wood Refuse

OPINION MIXED ON FOREST
By Roy W. Brown

MANAGEMENT POLICY
When H. R. MacMillan recently announced 

he would erect a pulpmill on Vancouver 
Island, probably at Nanaimo, which would 
operate on the waste products bf his logging 
and sawmilling activities in adjacent areas, 
It seemed to me the wisest development pos 
sible In the timber Industry o* this province.

Questions relating to timber have a tend­
ency to become over-complicated, what with 
official inquiries and investigations by com­
missions and otherwise, and it is not easy to 
keep our eye on the main issues.

Tnat, to my way of thinking, is to 
bring about a system whereby the life of 
the existing forest will be extended. The 
secret of accomplishing this is to compel— 
perhaps induce would be a better word—the 
timber operators to use up the immensely 
valuable source of fbrest refuse as they 
go along.

The MacMillan announcement was pre- • 
ceded by publication of the proposals of 
the Canadian Western Lumber Co. to erect a 
plant at Duncan Bay, near Campbell River. 
This company intends to go into the news­
print industry as well as the manufacture of 
wood-pulp. The C.W. Co. would have an 
output of 225 tons of pulp daily—about the 
same as MacMillan's—and in addition an­
other 250 tons of newsprint. MacMillan's 
would operate entirely on waste accumu­
lating from logging operations and sawmills 
Wider the same ownership. The C.W. Co. 
has no Vancouver Island sawmills, but

lagging Company operations in the adjoin­
ing district.

The latter local supply might not be 
sufficient for a mill with an output up to 
500 tons daily, so the Canadian Western 
applied for second-growth timber on adja­
cent islands in the Gulf of Georgia to as­
sure themselves of an adequate supply in 
years to come. The application touched 
off opposition and the whole system of 
“management licenses" is now again under 
review. This is the system recommended 
by Chief Justice Sloan in his report of a 
year ago. On it, the legislature based its 
1947 enactment.
Kenney's Views

Hon. E. T. Kenney, forest minister, has a 
big plan of development predicated on the 
production of pulp from waste. He feels 
quite certain there Is an opportunity for a 
big pulp-mill at Prince George, another at 
Arrow Lakes in Kootenay and two or three 
more on Vancouver Island. There are sev­
eral sawmills at Prince George but not 
enough to provide waste sufficient for a 
pulp plant and the proposal there is to 
provide under “management license” an al­
ternative or supplementary supply of tim­
ber for the pulp operation.

Much of the interior timber is of a low 
class, stunted in growth as compared with 
coastal timber where the trees grow six

times as rapidly as they do on the tableland 
of the Interior. Broadly the pulp-mill prop­
osition is based on the idea of using waste 
products of present mills, supplemented by 
sufficient standing timber to ensure a con­
tinuous supply. The same viewpoint is 
held in Ontario where the government has 
a tentative plan to provide 11 areas where 
sufficient third-class timber is available to 
ensure a supply that will induce investment 
in pulp-making concerns.
The Other Side

Last Thursday I visited the legislative 
session at Victoria, listened to H. J. Welch, 
member for Comox, who is concerned be­
cause there have been 100 applications in 
all for “management licenses" under last 
year's legislation. He thinks the whole tim­
ber economy of B.C. will be overwhelmed 
if these are granted. It was all a mistake 
and We had better rectify it, he argued.

Mr. Welch would grant the Canadian 
Western proposal, because the government 
is obligated to it, but quite soon after that 
he would call off the whole plan until a 
new one could be worked out.

The Minister of Forests has since declar­
ed in a broadcast that there are ample 
supplies left for truck-loggers and other 
smaller concerns. In any event, he in­
tends to give the "management license” 

1 glan a fair trial, before throwing it over-

The physical picture in this coastal 
area is something like this: Including 
Vancouver Island there is an annual out­
put ol logs of three billion feet. It is a 
recognized fact that for every million feet 
of timber logged off an area, another 25 
percent is lost as refuse or small logs not * I 
worth booming. Twenty-five percent of 
three billion feet would be the equivalent 
of 750 million feet. To be conservative, 
let us pull • this figure down to 500 mil­
lion. That alone would be sufficient to 
turn out several thousand tons a day of 
pulp and newsprint. There ' would be lots 
left over if MacMillan’s and Canadian West­
ern and Powell River and Ocean Falls were 
all running full blast on REFUSE alone.
Government Policy

It is generally conceded that within 30 
years we shall reach the end of that pri­
meval forest, the original five-foot butt 
trees of the coastal area. We can post­
pone the threatened end of that, original 
forest only if we make adequate use of 
the offal from the forest floor and an in- 
telligent use of the area? of second growth g 
available now for products that are dif­
ferent from house flooring and doors and 
bridge frames Thus the policy of the gov­
ernment should be to induce the pulp and 
newsprint makers to lay off the first-class _ 
timber and instead to make good use of g 
what we have been recklessly wasting for 
many years in these parts.
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Sales Tax 'Brick 
Round tiov't Neck'

Bennett Makes Slashing Attack 
Against Anscomb Budget Measure

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 20.— A slashing attack on British 
Columbia’s proposed three percent sales tax was delivered 
in the Legislature Friday by W. A. C. Bennett, Conservative,

action member for South Okanagan, 
e called on the government'

to take the unprecedented step 
et withdrawing the budget tor re­
consideration by experts.

■lVl1!1. Bennett was making what 
is probably his last major speech 
in the Legislature. He is the Con­
servative party nominee tor the 
Yale federal by-election, to oe 
held some time this summer. But 
he showed no mercy* in flailing 
the provincial Conservative chie- 
tain, Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb, whose budget contained 
the sales tax plan.

He declared the government 
does not have to levy a sales tax 
to balance the budget.

By putting on a capital gains 
tax, cutting down administrative 
expenses, and returning to former 
Premier John Hart’s policy >t 
setting aside only essential sink­
ing funds the government could 
have overcome the gap between 

iditure and revenues.
LITTLE ‘HEART’ LEFT

"Yes," he said, "this is the 
budget of a capable accountant, 
but Is a budget of private busi­
ness and not for the public.

"Nobody needed any business 
acumen to propose a sales tax 
like this.

"Yes, since John Hart left the 
government there’s little heart 
left in it"

At one stage in his speech 
Mr. Bennett had a personal clash 
with Mr. Anscomb.

The finance minister was on 
the point of leaving the House 
for a moment, and leaned over 
to whisper briefly to Premier 
Johnson.

“I wish the finance minister 
would be quiet," shouted Mr. 
Bennett, "I didn’t interrupt him 
when he was speaking the other 
day."

Mr. Anscomb straightened up 
sharply and shot back; "Why I 
haven’t disturbed you for an hour 
and half."
. -8MER CLASH
When Mr. Bennett declared the 

j sales tax will drive all business 
[ to the mall order houses of the 
i prairies, where there is no tax,
1 and said the whole thing is ill- 

considered, he ran into an inter- 
; lection from Attorney-General 
Wlsmer.

"Perhaps if you wait until the 
I bill comes down' you'll find you 
I are setting up a straw man. Walt 
I till you see the terms of the bill,”
1 said Mr. Wlsmer.

“It may be a straw man," re­
torted Mr. Bennett. "But don’t 
forget bricks Are made With 

I straw and" this thing will be s 
I brick _ around this government's
-VHe said Alberta bad once had 
a sales tax but discarded it 
Saskatchewan has now. but all 

, political parties are pledged To 
get rid of It, leaving only Quebec
W“Don’t teffme British Columbia 

I la going to model its policy on 
Quebec.

He attacked the payment of 
$27,500 in salaries to the new J Labor Relations Board as an in- 

l stance of the steadily expandl—- 
I administrative costs of the gi

SCHOOL COSTS HIT
“It'll only be a part-time board. I 

anyway, when the new act gets! 
functioning. But the members 1
fet $5000 each,” he charged. 1 

luge outlays for a health insur-1 
ance commission that never pro-F 
duced anything was another case, J 

“There certainly isn’t the econ-J 
omy in this government that I 
there used to be when the coali-1 
tlon was first formed.”
“ He said people will send to Cal­

gary to buy cars or anything! 
that is expensive to save the tax; I 
and charged that farmers, who! 
are supposed to get some relief! 
in school taxes this year will find I 
themselves paying the govern-1 
ment more through the Sales! 
levy.

“This is certainly a classic case I 
of people asking for bread andfl 
getting a stone,” he said.

Elsewhere in his address Mr. B 
Bennett sharply criticized the I 
government’s handling of the 1 
education cost problem in both] 
rural and urban districts.

—»He warned the government! 
not to be too proud of its recent ] 
by-election victories. It should | 
realize that the chief reason fori 
the return of Coalitionists is I 
because of a countrywide swing | 
against the leftism of the CCF, j 

“I’m not saying the CCF can! 
defeat this government. I say! 
they never can, but sometimes! 
the people defeat a government! 
if they are fed up.”

IHydro Power Urged 
(For Cannery Towns

Alberni MLA Says Cheaper Power 
Needed in West Coast Plants

VICTORIA, March 20.—Hydro-power development by I 
[the B. C. Power Commission for such West Coast Vancouver! 
I Island points as Zeballos, Tofino, Ucluelet and Bamfield was! 
[urged in the legislature Friday by James Mowat, (CLN),1 

;t Alberni.
^^o^Tê^a 'cost oT living jMr. Mowatt said fish process- 

ling plants along the coast need 
|cheaper power, particularly since 
■ they are installing a new type of 
I “ribbon" ice-making machines 
Sjwhch need low-cost electric cur- 
I rent.

Speaking in the budget debate,
I Mr. Mowat voiced high praise for 
| what the power commission has 
I done for the Albernis, the first 
I area linked to the big Campbell 
I River hydro, and for the new 
I$7,000,000 pulp mill it made pos- 
I sible.
I ROAD “IMPASSABLE”

The Alberni member urged 
I that contractors building the'I 
1 highway at Cameron Lake be 
1 speeded up because they are notj 
I keeping the road passable at 
g present.

For several weeks traffic has 
[been dragged through the new 
[section by bulldozers.

He urged construction of a 
! Sproat Lake to Tofino road,
I stressing particularly what a 
[great tourist attraction the fam- 
[ous Long Beach would be, if 
[people could get to it by road. 
[HIGHWAY “TERMINUS”

“Tofino residents still have a 
(sign posted which says ‘western 
lend of the Trans-Canada High- 
Iway,' and they’ll keep it there to 
[remind the governments that the 
1 job is not yet completed,” he 
I said.

tonus tfor mothers’ pensioners a 
and increase in old-age pensions? 
to $50 a month, at 60 for women, 9 
and 65 for men.

Mr. Mowat announced that | 
formation of the larger school» 
district in the Alberni area has I 
been benefited the community.! 
He paid tribute to the work of, 
the school board coping with a g 
problem of greatly increased | 
school attendance and lack of| 
classroom space.

iEnd Death Penalty,! 
|Winch Motion Asks-

By Sen Staff Reverter
VICTORIA, March 20.—British] 

| Columbia's Legislature will beg 
g asked to pass a motion urging ! 
I the abolition of capital punish-g 
[ment. Notice of the resolution! 
| was given today by E. E. Winchs 

(CCF, Bur ' *

llO-Cent Tax on 
|Coal, Coke Dropped!

After 48 Years Gov't Finds Out 
Levy on Tonnage Output Illegal

By Sun Staff Reverter
VICTORIA, March 20.—A 48-year-old tax of 10 cents! 

| per ton on all roal and coke produced in British Columbia! 
lis to be dropped. After all these.years it has been found to| 
I be aghinst the legal powers of the province,
I Elimination of the tax was dis-|
■closed In estimates filed in thel 
■Legislature which cuts out an| 
litem of $120,000 normally collect 
led on coal and coke production.
| It is expected the government!
|will try to find some other way!
|oI collecting money from the coal!
Icompanies to make up ,or. * „|
|levy, but as yet there has been!
I no announcement from the gov-| 
lernment. ,,, , 1I A recent court ruling In Albe, la I 
I that provinces have no power tel 
■collect an output tax resultedini 
Ithe government decision to drop*
|the old levy. , . . „I The original coal and coke t#xl Iwent Into effect In 1900 
■ then five cents a ton. In IMS «1 
Iwas jumped to 10 cent* a ton anal lhas remained at that fiRure ever I 
■since. So, whenever a household-1
1er boufcht a ton of coal °r cowl 
I in cents went into the provincial [
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frying the Same Trick Twice
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The Legislature is once again being lm- 
ortuned by the Retail Merchants’ Associa- 

1 on to interfere in the field of instalment 
I uying. Last year the association failed to 
I et legislative endorsement of its campaign- 
1 j give the government power to assume the 

-artime credit controls abandoned by the 
: ederal authorities. Now it wants the gov- 

H mment to prohibit the advertising by mer-
■ hants of credit terms. If the cat can’t be
■ Skinned by one method, the RMA is willing 

to try another.
Tf The government and Legislature should 

[/rebuff this new attempt at regulating free 
[/enterprise in merchandising as it did the 
ij first attempt. It is, in the last analysis, an 
E attempt to secure class legislation.

The small consumer, whose income does 
not permit him to lay out large amounts of 
cash is the man who has the best right to be 
heard in this matter. If he can’t use his 
credit he is likely to do without and that does 
good neither to himself, the merchant who 
has to sell the goods or the man who makes 
them. The wartime restrictions on credit— 
one-third down and six months to pay, bn 
most items—were for the definite purpose 
of curbing purchasing power and 
conserving scarce commodities. Merchants 
and consumers alike reject those methods in 
peacetime when the economy, rather than 
contracting, is actually expanding.

It is peculiar indeed, in this country of

free enterprise, to find a group of merchants 
seeking to curb enterprise.

In effect, this is what the new proposal 
to curb advertising of credit terms would do. 
The small consumer can, of course, shop 
around until he finds à merchant whose 
credit terms suit his circumstances, whether 
these be a dollar down and a dollar a week, 
or one-third down and the balance in three 
months. But it is a convenience to the cus­
tomer to know instantly by glancing at an 
advertisement—either in a newspaper or in 
a shop window—where he can get just the 
deal he wants.

If a particular (herchant is enterprising 
ençugh to advertise this information he 
should not be denied the right. Those who 
would deny it to him are those who would, 
if they could, deny both to him and to the 
buying public, the privilege of easy credit 
terms upon which merchandising has been 
expanding continuously in North America 
for many, many years. It is just a case of 
trying to sneak in through the back door 
the restrictions they failed to get in through 
the front door.

If it is lawful for a merchant to offer 
certain credit terms to customers once they 
get inside his store, it would be stupid to 
mgke it unlawful for him to tell them about 
it jin a newspaper ad.

m
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Vote for Minorities 
iDebated in Victoria

Special Committee on Elections 
Gets 50 Amendments to Act
VICTORIA, March 22. — The contentious question of 

I voting rights for Mennonites, Japanese and other minorities 
I in British Columbia is slated to come up before a special 
I committee of the Legislature on the Elections Act, which

l sessions here this morning.

■
iARGRAVE TALKS TOUGH I 
'0 INDOLENT VOTERS

I the i
specific amendments to 

: act, drafted by a special com. 
jmittee of departmental elections 
I experts, were submitted as the 
] hearing opened.

These, it was explained by 
I George M. Phillips, registrar- 
| general of voters, are mainly to 
smooth out the mechanical oper- 

I allons of the new act passed 
j session. Most of them are of al 
j minor nature and are proposed as 
Ij a result of experiences in Saanich 
land Cariboo by - elections Ir 
a February, the first in which 
I new act operated.

Mr. Phillips said the Issue 
■ votes for Mennonites was m 
I covered by the committee’s 

ant, but was left open for the 
louse members. It will be dr'"1 
rlth later.

A pledge that votes fori 
I Mennonites will be considered 
I this session was given by the] 

ent several months 
j discovery that 

I of them In the Fraser Valley, whi 
I had voted at previous 

disfranchised by

Harold Winch, CCF leader, toldl 
The Sun he Intends to raise the! 
entire Issue of votes fori 
minorities, including Japanese,! 
who are Canadian citizens.

The only groups now speclfi-| 
call y barred, on racial or religious I 
grounds, are the Japanese, Douk-g 
hobors, Mennonites and Hotter-1 
ites, except where they have! 
served in the armed forces.

Br Sen Stall Salarier

VICTORIA, March 22.—How far should official­
dom go to making sure that everybody entitled to 
vote is properly registered to cast a ballot?

Some philosophic thoughts on this knotty question 
were expressed in special elections committee of the 
Legislature today.

Herbert Gargrave (CCF, Mackenzie), said: “A 
person has four years between elections to get on the 
voters’ list. If he can’t take the trouble to do so, he 
dam well isn’t entitled to have a franchise.”

C. W. Morrow (Cln., South Okanagan), who pro­
posed that voters be entitled to take an affidavit on 
election day, said: “Human nature being what it is, 
most people don’t think about elections between times, 
but only on polling day. We should make it as easy 
as possible for them.”

Sales Tax Ac 
May Strike at 
Mail Ordering

By 8un Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 22.—There

■ was a lull on the “sales tax 
I front" at the Legislative Build- 
lings this morning but the battle 
| will continue as the budget de- 
I bate resumes In the House this 
I afternoon.
I After the sharp attack deliver- 
led Friday by W. A. C. Bennett,
■ South Okanagan, against 
I government's budget ball 
I proposals, the MLAs are at 
I to find out Just what is going ti 
I be exempt from the three percent
I This will be disclosed when t 

— ‘ of the sales tax bill is I 
*6

of the big objections raised! 
by Mr. Bennett was that the taxi 
will drive business to the "mail j 
order houses" of the Prairies, I 
and that people will send to Al l 
berta for aU their large pur-| 
chases.

However, it is expected thel 
government will put in the bill! 
a similar clause to that contained! 
In th$ Quebec Sales Tax Act! 
which requires that a person pur l 
chasing goods from outside the) 
province must report, the pur-1 
chase to the tax comptroller and! 
pay „th* levy on the purchases

thel
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What Will Be Exempt?
The government will have to be careful 

about applying its sales tax against the 
51 agricultural industry in this province. Aver­

age costs of purchased feed to the livestock 
man will advance about $2 per ton if a three 
percent tax is imposed. Nearly a million 
dollars will be taken out of the cattle and 

I poultry industries, unless they are exempted 
from the levy.

Several incidental problems arise. It is 
j not against the genera! law of Canada, of 

course, for purchases made in one province 
to be used in another. In the case of cattle 
and poultry feeds there would seem to be 

^R|no way of preventing British Columbia users 
from clubbing together and buying grain in 
Alberta in carload lots and shipping it into 
B.C. consigned directly to themselves.

Then there are the cases of some dairy­
men with large land holdings who produce 
their own grain. They would be placed in a 

■ better competitive position against the

farmer Who buys his grain, unless the 
grower-farmer were required to “sell" the 
feed to himself so that the government might 
collect the sales tax.

It should be remembered, too, that the 
Dominion now pays a freight subsidy on feed 
imported into this province. A tax of about 
$2 a ton would cancel out part of the subsidy 
which Ottawa intended as an encouragement 
for a hard-pressed industry. In the case of 
feed for dairy cattle, the tax might be the 
breaking point that would force a boost in 
the price of milk to the consumer.

The question for Premier Johnson and 
Finance Minister Anscomb to decide is 
whether exemptions should not be made in 
favor of farmers when the new tax schedules 
are worked out. The government has said 
that it does not propose to put a sales tax 
on foods, but any sales taxes paid by pro­
ducers would probably be passed on to con­
sumers in the long run.
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Deeper Gouge for Drinkers
There is going to be a sales tax on water 

in this province^—that is to say, on the water 
which the Liquor Control Board sells as 
whisky. Sixty percent of the contents of 
every bottle is water but Finance Minister 
Anscomb is completely without shame. He’s 
going to charge 3 percent more for the stuff.

Not content with a profit of about $17 
millions in the fiscal year 1948-49, he's 
reaching out for another $1.7 millions. It 
should be pointed out here that the profit 
itself is really a tax. It isn’t the risk-taking 
reward of a competitive enterprise, but a 
levy exacted by a government monopoly. 
No matter what you call it—profit or tax— 
It is simply revenue for the public treasury.

And it runs at the net rate of 30 percent 
on every dollar taken in by the Liquor 

rd. If any respectable merchandiser

tried to get away with such a cut, the anti­
profiteering politicians would have him 
ticketed for a jail sentence.

But just because it’s a government 
agency, and because drinkers are supposed 
to be under such a conviction of sin that 
they won’t make a noise, the Liquor Board 
thinks it can get away with any kind of 
shake-down.

People who don’t drink might consider 
the figures before they protest too loudly 
about a 3 percent sales tax. Contrast the 
$12 millions which the government expects 
to raise by a sales tax on everybody with the 
$18 millions which it plans to extract from 
the Liquor Board’s customers. Surely, if 
anyone has grounds for protest, it would be 
the latter. Without the liquor levy, the sales 
tax would have to be about 8 percent.
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i12,500,000 
.oan Bill

iRIA, March 23. —Loan! 
ig the provincial govem-1 
extra $12,500,000 Tn bor-f 

g power were among eight! 
of government legfitladi 

in the Législatif
forward by Finance Min-| 

later Herbert Anscomb they auT
]—Borrowing of another $5,000,-| 

000 for capital works on the| 
Pacific .Great Eastern Railway, 

i 2—Borrowing of $4,000,000 for 
1 road projects and $1,000,000L 

■ buying heavy road construe-8 
n and maintenance machinery. B 
-Borrowing of $2,500,000 to. set| 

up the new forest develop. 0 
| ment fund out o$-which logging 

ators will be financed, on \ 
vlng basis, in the buildln 
ads into their logging Haiti 

i minor amendment to the Co 
enables the government 

•ge a higher royalty than 
|cents a ton on coal from ne 

» that are brought lnp 
atton if the government 
has done some of the pr< 

and development work

[Cheap Power 
|h B.C. Urged

By Sub Stiff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 23. — A| 

I speed-up in B.C.’s rural , electrifi-l 
I cation program was called for ini
■ the Legislature Monday by Ran-1 
ldolph Harding (CCF, Kaslo-Slo-1 
lean).

itWe pay too much and use tool
■ little in B.C.,” the member said. I 
I He said average consumption!
■ for domestic purposes in B.C. i$|
■ less than half that of similar size I 
I communities in Ontario, and the! 
lufiit cost about twice as high. I 
I Just ovei4 35 per cent of B.C.f 
I farmers have electricity for light-1 
ling.
I Mr. Harding proposed a power! 
I commission policy of low-inter-1 
lest, long-term financing to assist I 
I farmers with installation of elec-1 
I trical fixtures once the power) 
| lines arrived in their districts.

i TUESDAY, MARCH 23,1948 
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13 Views Aired 
|0n Sales Tax

By Son Stiff Reporter
, VICTORIA, March 23. — The! 
I legislature heard three points of 
I view on the proposed new three | 
I percent retail sales tax during: 
I the budget debate Monday, one 
I for, one against and one luke-
I Said Municipal Affairs Minis­
ter R. C. MacDonald: “All public 

] services have and are mounting 
beyond reason. Extra taxation ia 
not very palatable or welcome at 
any time, but it people demand 
these services they must pay for 

I them." , , I
Randolph Harding, CCF, Kaslo-| 

I Slocan: "It will work a hardship; 
I on the working class people of 
I the province and upon those who 
I are less able to afford it.”
I Thomas King, Cln„ Columbia 
I “I don’t want to be too severe 
I about it until I'm sure we are] 
| not able to get the money else- 
I where.”

■HOUSE NEWS

j CCF Birthday 
And Wedding 
Felicitated

By Son Stiff Reporter 
VICTORIA, March 23. — The I 

Legislature waa Informed very I 
officially Monday that Ernest E. 6 
Winch CCF, Burnaby, had reach- f 
ed his sixty-ninth birthday and! 
that the “baby of the party,” J. f
H. Corsbie of Peace River, in-1 
tends shortly to marry Miss Mar- i 
garet Carr of Victoria.

Party Leader Harold Winch I 
■ drew these happenings to the at-1 

tention of the MLA's, asking I 
them all to wish happy returns I 
to the senior Winch, “who I’ve I 
known for very many years.”

Premier Byron Johnson join- 2 
ed in the felicitations, and Mr. r 
Winch senior, with a wistful air, L 
said perhaps “I was born 30k 
years too soon,” but “I hope kll f 
the young men here now and in I 
future feel as young as I do at f 
69." I

"Think that over, Harold," he I 
I said, beaming on Winch Junior. I 
t Everyone joined in congratu-1 
stations to the new bridegroom-1 
j to-be, who, it is said, will walk! 
a to the altar before the session! 
| finishes.



j'Tax Grants' for 
jGov't Buildings

Revenue for Cities From Liquor 
Stores, 'Commercial' Premises

.
• -

By lea Stall Besartar
VICTORIA, March 23.—The B.C. government this year Sjjj 

I will give municipalities a grant in lieu of taxes "for govern­
ment-owned buildings used for commercial purposes” within 

1 the organized areas. *
what Is absolutely essential while [ 
building costs are so high.

Municipal Affairs Minister R. 
'C. MacDonald announced this In 

, ;the Legislature, Monday, In 
:? course of a budget debate address 
Spin which he asserted the govern- 

ment has repeatedly helped muni­
cipalities and that they are not 
nearly so badly off as the public 

1 ’may think.
The plan to give them grants 

| for government buildings follows 
6 a recommendation of Commis­

sioner H. Carl Goldenberg. Mr. 
MacDonald explained after his 

' address that It will apply mainly 
a to liquer stores and warehouses 

within municipal districts since 
these are about the only struc- 

; tures the government owns and 
used tor commercial purposes. 

(Vancouver, with seven liqour 
«stores and a big liquor ware- 
; house, will benefit substantially.)
UBCM RAPPED

, Mr. MacDonald criticized the 
! Union of B.C. Municipalities forj 

. attacking the government's aid 
’•program this year before they; 
Seven knew the details, 
i “I want to tell you," he said,] 
I "they are going to receive 
j pleasant surprise." 
j He declared Aid. George Milli 
iof Vancouver said he would bel 
satisfied If the government paid! 

150 per cent of education costs; 
1 there. Other UBCM leaders said) 
1 they would accept a 60 -40 basis.
I “We figured this out, and ill 
jwould have cost the government 
ijabout $1,500,000,” the minister] 
I said. "Instead of that, the mu 
Inidpallties will receive at least! 
1 $4,000,000.'

He recited how the .government] 
| had boosted its contribution from 
3 motor license revenue from] 
| $570,000 yearly to more than 
<$1,200,000; how the municipal! 
j ties got $4,328,000 benefit by the 
I Cameron and Goldenberg re- 
Sports; and that this year they 
’will get a total of $17,988,000 as- 
' sistanee, as compared to $11,267,.
Ù 000 last year.
È IMPROVE POSITIONS

Mr. MacDonald conceded that] 
municipal councils manage their! 

5 affairs will and added that rather 
jthan going behind they are sc­
at ually improving their financial 

isltions. Only two out of the 
i are now short In their sinking 

I fund. Vancouver, the Mg one,] 
3 has reduced Its shortage from I 
S$15H millions between 1940 and 
11946.

Out of six that went Into com- 
Imlssionshlp In depression days, 
8 only two, North Vancouver Die- 

let and Merritt, are still In ti 
ate, he said. Merritt, he addi 

■ 1 go back to responsible gi 
‘ - day and North Vi

rlct has made a 
.j recovery, recently 
: Its debt at a saving 
lion in back tof * '

that ___________
ir some

SCHOOL BOARD CURBS 
He also disclosed that “curb-jj 

lng of school board authority Is E 
now under consideration, because 
it Is a bad policy to have one E 
elected body spending money | 
without having any authority for | 
raising It in taxation.

Turning to the mines depart ! 
ment, which he also administers, £ 
Mr. MacDonald said that even! 
with reduced price of metal, [ 
which Is expected, the prospects fc 
for the Industry in 1948 are 6 
bright and encouraging.

He said there will be an in- i 
crease In government assistance ► 
for building mining traite and] 
roads this coming year, and the I 
grubstaking program for pros-i. 

' will continue.

LA Urges Butter 
Better Than Ducks

By Sun Sin» Bnnnrlnr

VICTORIA, March 23.—People down In the Interior ctj 
j B.C. would sooner have butter than ducks.

That is the way Thomas Kinfe'
(Cln., Columbia) summed up his 

j attitude to the Duck Lake recla- 
jmation project—subject of heat- ï 
led controversy among sportsmen i—when he spoke In the Legisla­
ture Monday.

He estimated the land to be 
reclaimed at Duck Lake will pro- 

tduce enough hay and alfalfa 
that, when fed to cows, will pro­
duce 27 million pounds of butter 

la year.
As for the ducks whose breed­

ing ground will be dried up, they 
can come up the Columbia River 
and nestle around his part of the 

[country, King said.
He also called for a bigger 

license fee for beer parlor oper­
ators, because the sale value of 
their rights has increased enor­
mously.

Y-

Won't Hove 
Eleven Ministers

'Extra' Salary Included in Budget 
Through Clerical Error

By inn Staff Beyerter

VICTORIA, March 23.—Premier Byron Johnson said I 
I today the government has no intention of increasing size]] 

fi of the provincial cabinet to eleven ministers.
DOESN’T MATTER 

Meanwhile constitutional ext 
perte here are wrangling whether fe 
the Induaion of an "unconatitu-r 
tional salary” In the estimates 8 

of throws the whole budget out of| 
line or not.

Ex-Premier John Hart gave hte| 
opinion In the House.

He said that since the pay-K 
rr-nts from the estimates do note 
go Into effect until April 1 It I 
doesn’t matter any way, because B 
the surplus salary item can bet 

“ l the House Is con-|deleted while

Mr. Johnson made this 4 
I in connection with Monday’s 
a flurry In the Legislature when 
3 Herbert Gargrave (CCF, Mac- 
gkenzle) challenged the budget as 
$ unconstitutional because the est!
1 mates provide for payment 

ilaries to 11 ministers.
The premier probably will In.

Sdicate to the House this after.
I noon that he does not propose 
Sto have an 11th csbinet minister 

It appears that the "extra sa
S'” for s cabinet minister crei 

o the estimates through 
iderlcal error.
SHOW IT CAME ABOUT I sidering estimates.

The way it reads In the offlîj 
Idally printed e-”—ates $7500 
Iprovided for payment of 
■ Gordon Wismer as Atti 
«General and another 
^Minister of Labor.

The shift over In the L 
ortfolio from Hon. George 

i to Mr. Wismer last fi 
the cause of all the trouble,I 

|it Is understood.
Pearson drew his „ 
r Minister, although hold 
i other portfolios as we!'

Vhen the new estimates ' 
year were prepared 

” Minister’s salary vote 1
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ioTt Challenged 
Over Sales Tax

CCF Dares Coalition to Call 
General Election on New Levy

By Sen Staff Beeerter

VICTORIA, March 24—The CCF Party, through Herb- I 
ert Gargrave, Mackenzie, chief whip, challenged the B.C. 
Coalition government Tuesday to call a general election1] 
over the levy of the proposed three percent sales tax. 

Speaking in the budget de-',
bate, Mr. Gargrax charged the 
new provincial budget is “stag­
gering and wasteful" and the 
new tax so iniquitous that the 
public should decide whether itj 
goes into effect 

He declared the government 
had declined to sound out the
fmblic on the sales tax idea dur- 
ng the Cariboo and Saanich by- 
elections and stated:
T challenge you to go to the 

people now on this budget and 
the imposition of a sales tax."

(There was no response from 
the treasury benches).

Mr. Gargrave charged the gov 
emment has let expenditure go 
“hog wild” and he detailed de­
partment after department to 
show how spending has increased 

! during the last few years. 
«SOAK THE POOR’

He described it as a “soak the 
poor” budget, and called it
«Ml ' *‘blind budgetting in the name of 
business."

“These businessmen go fast 
and loose with the public money 
when they get in power—not the 
way they deal with their own 
business,” he said.

“Now we’re asked to vote for a 
sales tax which hits the pen­
sioners and the poor so that they 
can carry on with this wasteful 
expenditure.

Mr. Gargrave went through the1 
estimates one by one and de-1 
dared the whole budget showed 
lack of supervision.

“The departments have been 
allowed to spend as high as they 
want because you’re going to
fouge the people for an extra 

12,000,000," he said.
Provincial Secretary George S. 

Pearson called Mr. Gargrave to 
time at one point for discussing 
detailed estimates during the 
main debate — strictly out of 
order.

“So is the three percent sales 
tax out of order," retorted Mr. 
Gargrave.

He declared the finance min­
ister boasted of being a sound 
money man, but added, “It’s not] 
hard to be a sound money man 
when you soak the working man 
for another $12,000,000."

He said the bluiider the gov-1 
emment made in offering esti 
mates for 11 cabinet ministers’ 
salaries instead of the legal 10 
was a clear indication of the 
little care and attention given to 
preparing the budgtef 
NOT EARMARKED 

The government, he argued, I 
has suggested the new sales taxi 
is for social service purposes. I 
but “that’s a lot of nonsense be-1 
cause so long as money from it | 
goes into the general revenue 

and is not earmarked specifically, I 
it can be used for anything " 

attorney i

“No, but you’ve gone hog wild] 
on expenditure," retorted Mr. 
Gargrave.

“You're talking through your 
hat," said Mr. Wismer.

“Maybe I am, but I’ll sure! 
want lots of explanation whenr 
we get into estimates.”

Mr. Gargrave submitted a five- 
point plan to balance the budget 
without imposing the sales tax:

(1) Ruthless examination of 
expenditures.

(2) Impose a capital gains or 
unearned increment tax.

(3) A graduated forest and 
minerals tax so that more money 
can be secured from the large 
corporations making huge profits 
out of natural resources.

(4) More government monop­
olies over revenue-producing in­
dustries such as is now being | 
done with the liquor business.

(5) By passing up commit­
ments of $2,800,000 to the sink- 
lng funds.

As he | 
etal’s es 
Wismer i ■■ 

“Are you i 
figures are -

jr-gjJH
Hon. Gordon! 

nged him.- 
epared to say the| 
ong?” he asked.

2-Cent Tax Boost 
May Ensure Racing

Levy on Bets Would Be Raised to 9 
Percent With Club Getting Two

By Sun SUtf Reporter
VICTORIA, March 24. — If British Columbia’s race 

track punters want to have horse racing this summer they’ll 
probably have to stand for an extra two cents on the dollar
deduction from their bets. ;

This, it was learned from re- does increase a provincial lax 1
• -• —* *-lj“ * -- -« nrHinanliable sources, is the position to­

day as the government ponders 
what to do to meet the com­
plaints of B.C. Turf and Country 
Club that it cannot operate under! 
the existing financial set-up. The 
Club has lost $14,000 in the last' 
two years.
MLA’R SEE CABINET

The proposal was put before 
the provincial Cabinet Tuesday 
by a group of eight Vancouver 
and Lower Mainland MLA’s, fol­
lowing conferences with race 
track operators.

The cabinet has reserved its 
decision until Friday.

is not the same as an ordinar, 
tax increase since it affects only 
those who want to make wagers,H 
and would be imposed for the| 
sake of keeping the sport going.| 

There is no law that makes ag 
person wager on horses if theyg 
don’t want to.

Horse breeders have put upH 
the argument that If the tracks! 
do not operate a large and grow-! 
ing industry will be lost to thej 
province. 1

And if they do not get somef 
decision soon they are going to a 
start shipping their horses tog 
outside tracks.

Another factor for the higher |icision unui xnu«y. Another iacior ior me mguci
Here is the proposal now be- take per dollar is that at the 

fore the government : B.C. tracks, based on experiences
1 The provincial government s all over North America, there 

___ t r\nri-mufhpI tax_ka a roriurtinn in

olice Appeal 
Issue Still 
Unsettled

B, !.. Staff Beperle. .
VICTORIA, March 24.—Right 

appeal by Vancouver police- 
against summary dismiaaal 

by the police commission was 
discussed before Private Bills 
committee of the Legislature

A if parties seemed agreed that 
an appeal should be allowed, but 
undMided was the Issue as to 
which body the officers should 
take their case.

nie city is seeking a charter 
amendment to allow appeals to 
the attorney-general.

Fred Doherty, president of 
Vancouver police union, sug­
gested the city council sit as an 
appeal board. He said he under­
stands Attorney-General Wismer 
prefers this plan because he him­
self recommends appointment of 
two members of the police com­
mission.

D. E. McTaggart, KC, corpor­
ation counsel, argued that this 
would be “turning back the clock 
30 years” to the days when the 
police force was a big political 
Issue in City Council. He noted 
that as thei mayor Is chairman 
of the Police Commission he 
would be sitting as judge on ap­
peals from his own rulings, it 
the appeal la put to council.

A. R. MacDougall (Coalition, 
Vancouver-Polnt Grey) suggest­
ed the best course is to put the 
appeals before a Supreme Court” 
judge.It was suggested Mr. Doherty 
might discuss with his union the! 
appeal to a Supreme Court 1 
judge and see the commlttj 
again next week.

II lie yiuvuiuaiu e>--------------
seven percent pari-mutuel tax 
would be raised to nine percent.

Two percent of this would be 
given to the race track operators 

is a commission fee for collect­
ing the other seven percent.

The operators are now allowed 
a seven percent “take" from pari­
mutuels. so that the arrangement 
in effect gives them the equiva­
lent of nine percent. The gov­
ernment’s revenue would remain 

the same.
FOR ONLY ONE YEAR
The plan would operate for one I 

■year only.I In the meantime efforts will! 
■be made to have the federal gov-1 
■eminent either include the allc 
■able “take” for the trackc or re-g 
■duce its five percent tax on mu-1 
Ituels to leave the field clear fori 
la larger cut provincially. L_
I It would mean that the total M 

“cut" from each dollar bet would f™ 
be 21 cents instead of 19 cents 
at present.Out of this the trat operators II 
would get the equal of 9 cents, 
the provincial government 7« 

cents and the Dominion 5 cents. I
AS SPECIAL GRANT
The extra “cut" proposal was 
reached after discussions that 
have been going on here and in 
Vancouver for nearly two weeks 
to find a way out that the tracks 
can operate.

Both B.C. Turf and the Ascot 
Jockey Club which operates 
Hastings would get the extra 
take.The reason why the scheme in­
volves raising the provincial pari­
mutuel tax is that the province 
has no power by itself to raise 
the “take" allowed to track 

operators.
This is fixed by the criminal 

code.However the province has the
Ipowe~ to make a special grant 

in the interests of horse racing, 
and this is what it would 
amount to.

The MLA’s who have put up 
the plan point out that while it

probably wijl be a reduction in 
betting this year and the tracks 
are certain to face a loss on the 
present percentage.

Reductlo nof purses will not 
meet the situation because horse­
men can go to the prairies or 
across the line and compete for 
higher prizes if they are cut 
here

$1,642,000 to J 
Vancouver as 
Sales Tax Cut

By Su SUII Irftrttr'
VICTORIA, March 24. — Ap-I 

proximathe division of the rev- f 
enues from the new retail tax g 
among municipalities was dis- J 
closed here today.

Vancouver City will get about! 
$1,642,000 if total revenue from g 
one percent of the three percent* 
tax reaches $4,000,000. If it g 
produces more, the city will get| 
more.

Percentages going to the! 
municipalities were disclosed in! 
a letter sent out by R. R. F.a 
Sewell, UBCM secretary, after! 
conversations with the govern-g 
ment.

They are based on school popu­
lation.

With an estimated $4,000,000 to 
divide, the following are propor­
tions which will be received by 
[areas in the lower mainland and 
island region :

Vancouver, 41.05 percent; New 
Westminster, 4.02 percent; Nanai­
mo, .8304 percent; Victoria, 6.6 
percent; Burnaby, 4.9 percent; 
Delta, .6 percent; Langley, 1.3 per­
cent; Richmond, 2.3 percent; Sur­
rey, 3.4 percent; West Vancouver, 
1.3 percent; North Vancouver, 1.6 
percent; North Vancouver Dis- 

1.02 percent.
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Plan to Fight 
Arthritis Gets 
MLA's Praise

By Sun Staff Reporter I

VICTORIA, March 24. — Can­
ada’s new program to combat 
arthritis and rheumatism drew 
praise in the Legislature, Tues­
day, from Dr. Frank W. Cfreen, 
Cln., Cranbrook.

Dr. Green who, since 1941, has 
made an annual plea for govern­
ment aid to deal with arthritis, 
welcomed the setting up of the 
new Canadian Rheumatism and 
Arthritis Society, which is sup­
ported by government funds to 
conduct research and public edu­
cation on the ailments.

A $25,000 vote toward arthritis 
control is contained in the pro-

Tax Draws
But Lifting of 
Trade License 
Ceiling Scored

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 24. — 
Vancouver’s formula for im­
posing the new business tax 
raised no objection when 
hearings were held before 
Private Bills committee of 
Legislature today.

But there was stiff opposition

vincial budget this year.
Dr. Green said it is a good

start but more must be done.

Ballots Made 
More Secret

VICTORIA, March 24. — Toi 
guard the secrecy of the ballot

from the Canadian Manufacturé 
| ers’ Association to the lifting of| 
[ceilings on trades licenses, as' 
proposed by the city.

D. E. McTaggart, KC, corpor 
ation counsel, with Acting Mayor
George Miller and Aid. J. D. 
Cornet t, submitted the city’s case 
for charter amendments.

These give council authority to 
exempt some people from the! 
business tax if they can be re-j 
quired to pay more in trades! 
licenses; to give abatements fori 
one tax against the other; and a 
definition of what constitutes a 
fair rental value for assessing! 
the business tax.
L A. H. Cater, appearing for the 

group|

[in provincial elections, the spe- 
Icial elections committee of the 
I Legislature decided yesterday to i 
I recommend a slight change in, 
| the form of ballot.
| It is only a little thing, but 
I Harold Winch, CCF Opposition 
Leader, said the ballots used in 
the recent Saanich by-election 
were so formed that it was pos­
sible for a noil clerk to get a 
glance at whether a person voted 
for the government candidate or I 
not.

The committee decided to put 
a black margin at the top of the 
[ballot paper.

development,____ not only for in-1
Idustry but for farm amenities to 
solve the problem of keeping
young boys and girls on the! 
[farms.
j Mr. Hogg called for all out war g 
Jon coyotes, wolf, bear and cougar! 
jjtc stop their depredations enl 
ijgame and domestic live stock, 
j He suggested the coyote bounty 
j be raised to $5.

As an ilustration of the dam­
age they do the sheep population Board of Trade, said 

j have no objections.
TO ASK CHANGE

A. H. Robertson, B.C. Electric j 
counsel, asked the committee for| 
ia hearing next Wednesday on an! 
amendment to be proposed by I 

j the company, but he did not give! 
detajls.

| Main battle developed on the' 
city’s plan to lift a ceiling of $500 
on trades licenses of manu-

of B.C. has dropped from 212,0001 
to 105,000 in a few years, he said.

He recommended poisoning 
as the best method to kill wolves, 
proposing a bounty of $40 a head 
and supplies of poison to farmers 
who lay the bait.

The Cariboo member called for 
improvement of the side roads in 
his district and concluded with a 
plea to the government to settle 
[the vexed school land tax ques- 

To achieve control over school j 
eosts the commission suggests 
that all school district budgets be 
approved by the education de­
partment before they become ef­
fective; that there be more super­
vision over the budgeting and 
accounting methods of the

[Delinquency in 
'Better' Areas

VICTORIA, March 24— (CPK- 
Mrs. Tilly Roliton, chairman, 
told the legislative ioctal Welfare 
and education committee today
that her experience* on the Van­
couver Pack Board had shown 
that juyeiflle delinquency rate 
was highest In areas where well- 
to-do persons live.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges ( Coalition- 
Victoria) said she had noticed

accounting methods 
boards.

On the matter of an asseaa- 
anent commission the report lays 
down a five-point formula on 
which assessors can be instructed 
In assessing and adjusting the

[Park Botin
Fees Opposed

By San Staff Report»!-
value of properties so that the privilege which he did not think 

justified.
'This thing is tied up directly] 

with the business tsx. Why not] 
[let it stand over for a year and] 
see how the business tax works! 
out?" he said.

Aid. Miller contended the manu­
facturers get a preferred rating]

“Yes." said Mr. Norris, “bJ 
cause the city has always thought 
It desirable to attract industry -

tax burden can be equalized. ”] 
TWO MAIN FAILURES 

The report concedes that the
Cameron school cost scheme has 
not worked out on two main 
points:

Mill rates In all school district» 
have risen considerably beyond 
the level originally contemplated. 
Variation In mill rates as between 
school districts has been consid­
erably greater than was contem­
plated.

For this reason, It says, the 
new system of grants Is pro­
posed, divided into five different 
sections:
]—Grant per pupil shoul4 be

Wives Get
Gov't Help

VICTORIA, March 24—(CP) 
Good news for deserted wives 
British Columbia was contain! 
in an amendment to the Deserti 
Wives Maintenance Act inti 
duced in the Legislature Tuesdi 
by Attorney - General Gordc

$2200,000 from the busi-
>r $1.200,000 mo 
collects from

of $337, into a<

W!fg
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Taking Our Medicines Gets
Opposition mefnbers of the B. C. Legis­

lature—and even a couple of Coalitionists— 
are sputtering over the sales tax medicine 
mixed by Finance Minister Anscomb. They 
don’t like the taste of it, and they’re sure 
no one else will. In that, they are quite right. 
Nobody does.

But thé economy 6f the province is sick. 
The medicine will cure it. Mr. Anscomb has 
Vainly challenged his critics to prescribe 
an alternative. - All he gets from the CdF 
is the windy quadkery about taxing the big 
corporations, which he has no power to do 
and Which the CCF knows he can’t do. 
Power to tax corporations was rented to the 
Dominion Government under the 1947 taxa­
tion deal.

The trouble is that the rent wasn’t set 
high enough. It won’t cover rising social 
service expenses and Inflated prides of every­
thing that Victoria buys. Ottawa was pro­
tected because It takes an income tax off

the top of all inflated profits and inflated 
wages and a sales tax off the top of inflated 
prices.

Ottawa is taking $140 millions a year 
out of British Columbia in income and cor­
poration taxes, plus about $40 millions in 
sales taxes. B.C. gets back only $23 mil­
lions as its share. This might have been 
adequate if thé recession, freely predicted 
to follow the war, had actually taken place.

It didn’t. Now the province is driven to 
other sources Of revenue. A provincial sales 
tax appears to be the only available method, 
unless and until a new deal can be obtained 
at Ottawa.

That is the big reason why the Provincial 
Government is demanding the fulfilment of 
the Green Book offers of federal help in 
social welfare costs. There is more real hope 
of getting that than there is of amending 
the tax bargain, which still has four years 
to run.

•If Reporter
larch 24. — Can- 
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MACLEAN REPORT PROPOSAL

Gov't Control Over School 
Board Expenditures Urged

► By !«■ 81*11 Be eerier
I VICTORIA, March 24. — Education Minister W. T. 
Straith tabled in the Legislature Tuesday the report/of the
Maclean commission on education finance.___ _________

It made three main recom-* 
mendations:
] —That government grants to 

help schools should be in­
creased by some $1,799,000.

19—That the government directly
MLA Urges DELEGATION TO CABINET

“It might bè hoped that Ot­
tawa will cut down its tax," he 
said, “but the attitude they seem 
to take there is ‘what we have 
we'll hold'."

A delegation of eight members 
from the Lower Mainland wait­
ed upon the Cabinet yesterday 
and urged that something be]

Gov't to Endj~ should exercise more control 
over school board expenditures,. 
3—That a commission be set upency in

Racing Tieup
the school tax burden apply! 
more evenly.

The report, compiled by a com-! 
mission headed by H. Alan Mac-1 
lean, deputy attorney general,! 
was the result of many weeks! 
jof inquiry following protests! 
that the Cameron school tax plan! 
has not worked out

It was received by the govem-l 
ment nearly two months ago. It! 
is understood to be a partial! 
basis for education assistance 
granted in the new budget. This 
included $1,100,000 extra grants 
to rural school districts and the 
proposal that organized munici­
palities get one-third of the new 
sales tax revenue.

A revolutionary proposal of 
the commission is government 
control over local school spend­

er Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 24. - The' 

question of whether British Co­
lumbia is to have horse racing 
this year readied the floor of the 
Legislature Tuesday.

It was raised by Dr. Frank l 
Green (CLN, Cranbrook).

“Do not kill the goose that lays 
the golden e~"s,” Dr. Green said

irch 24—(CP)-»-1 
iton, chairman, 
re social Welfare 
ommittee today

done to end the deadlock over 
racing taxes. ________j

ice* on the Van- 
ard had shown 
elinquency rate! 
reas where well-j
re.
Kiges (Coalition- 
he had noticed 
when she had 

venlle court In

'Vote for All 
Plan Beaten

By Sen Staff Reporter i
VICTORIA. March 24—By a 

vote of five to two, the special 
Elections Act Committee of the: 
Legislature, late Tuesday after­
noon, turned down a resolution 
offered by Harold Winch, CCF 
leader, to give the voting franch­
ise to al! persons of Canadian 
citizenship, regardless of race or 
religion.

This would ha 
Japanese-Canadians.

were made dun 
to the commit- 

dillan, president 
n Vancouver, of 

movement.

Included
The report says: "It is recom­

mended that a greater degree of 
control be exercised over school 
budgets and expenditure.

"It has been suggested that te 
home instances school board»! 
have drawn up budgets which 
are beyond the means of the tax­
payers of the district, and which, 
Or more mature consideration.! 
should have been rejected.’

"Further, It has been noted: 
that some school boards have ex­
ceeded their budgetary expeiWI

rch 24—(CP)
serted wive* 
was contain, 

to the Desert! 
ice Act intr 
ilature Tues# 
tneral Gordc

may be taken to Increase the 
pari-mutuel “take” for track 
operators.

He said the average take at
tracks In the United States ll 
nine and half percent while tr 
B.C. It starts at seven percent 
on the first $20,000 per race and 
then Is graduated down.

Average state tax on par) 
mutuels Is four percent whili 
B.C. takes sevep percent.

discuss the question of votes for 
Menonnltes In the Fraser Valley, 
who, it Is claimed, were dis­
franchised by the new Election*

tures, thereby Imping an im] 
on the district which was 
previously passed by the app 
ing authorities.’’

Act of last year.



S Price Control for 
Farmers 'Unfair'

By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 25. — Agriculture Minister Frank | 
I putnam, speaking in the budget debate in the Legislature 1 
! Wednesday- condemned price ceilings and control for farm I 
: products as “manifestly unfair and unsound” so long as no t 
: other industries are cofltrolled.UHLHUllllI f—«■WBswæ—■

Minister 
Dubious on 
Education

; “No worker end no manu-1 
: facturer In Canada has pulled 6 

•any punches In getting the last -, 
<ent for the products which the,: 
;fanner must buy, yet farmers M 
■Have been compelled to submit J 
to controls, price ceilings andjj 

i price-fixing."
I He declared farmers are the!
1 only people In the country who®
' did not let their standards drop's 

when they were pinned down by ; 
controlled prices during the war. ‘ 
MUST KEEP THEM ON FARM |

He declared rural electridfica-g 
Hon has not been carried half! 
-far enough for the farmers and, 
put It bluntly: "Conditions have* 
rot to be made better on thek 
arms If we’re going to keep thee 
roung people there. That's some-1 
hing of serious concern to every- 
ine.”

He advised the farmers them-1 
: selves not to worry about sur-1 

pluses of goods sending their 1 
prices down.

‘Tf anything, we're going to I 
have a world scarcity,” he added. I 
. When you see women on the I 
farms with round shoulders from I 
carrying water you can realize! 
why the children say “Let's get! 
but of here.”
OUTLOOK FOB APPLE CHOP

Mr. Putnam warned the House! 
that cattlemen are reducing their I 
herds and that only 50 percent asl 
many chickens will be Incubated! 
this year as last, Indicating a I 
shortage of eggs later In the year. I

He said that hopes of the small I 
fruit growers in the Fraser Val-1 
ley and Vancouver Island for I 
marketing their crops this year ] 
depend largely upon how the | 
Marshall Plan works out In | 
Europe.

He gave full details how the! 
huge Okanagan apple crop, abutj 
off from the European market, la I 
now being sold all over North! 
America and elsewhere.

'T hope soon to be able to state I 
that the entire 1947 crop has been I 
marketed,” he said.

Legislature Takes 
j Four-Day Recess

VICTORIA, March 25.—B.C.'sl 
(Legislature will take a tour-di 
(rest for Easter weekend aft 
(this afternoon's adjournment.

It will resume Tuesday, with! 
I an address by public works mln-| 
I later E. C. Carson on his pub 
I works program for the year a 
1 the budget debate probably «
I wind up Wednesday.

April 15 has been discussed as| 
I tentative target data tor 

but It Is hardly 
amount of (

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 25.—From! 

a rugged individualist who bat-1 
I tied his way from nothing up tog 
! one of British Columbia’s most g 

succeSsful farmers, the Legisla-g 
| ture Wednesday heard a few|
I remarks about the value of edu-g 
! cation.

The speakei was Hon. Frank g 
Putnam, Minister of Agriculture 1

“I never had a great deal of I 
education,” he said. “What If 
learned in school didn’t do me$ 
muchîgood. But I did find out! 
that I had a mind and should! 
know how to use it

“It seems to me our education! 
system today robs work of its|

I dignity. We can’t all have white 1 
j collar jobs.

“This province wasn’t built by|
I men who were afraid to have a | 
j few càllouses on their hands.

“It was built by men who were g 
j willing to work hard and who g 
j hadpride In achievement I 
I “The way I see it is our edu-l 
cation system should teach young* 
people how to think for them-1 
selves, give them some ambition, i 

i and then turn them loose on the I 
[world.”

■Wording of 
■Plea Draws 
[Member's Ire

VICTORIA, March 25—(CP)—I 
B A CCF attack on the wording ofl 
■literature sent out to schools ini 
g support of the Canadian Appeal! 
■for Children drew spirited de-1 
Bfense from Education Minister! 
|W. T. Straith in the Legislature! 
[Wednesday.

A. T. Turner (CCF-Vancouverl 
[East) quoted at length Jrom ai 
■printed circular showing a har-l 
[rowing picture of hardships ini 
■Europe, and declared:
[ “I submit this isn’t good fori 
■the moral of our children. There I 
[are other ways of spreading ao-| 
■peals through the community I 
■without blackening the minds of| 
■little children.”
1 His criticism was directed at I 
[the Education Department, and it I 
[brought Mr. Straith to his feetg 
[to tell the House: *
| “The department does not 
■courage appeals in schools, but! 
lit has no jurisdiction over r 
■ It refers them to local 
[boards.

“The paper just read was spon-g 
the united Nations ( 
lion of Canada, 

i no hesitation i

Winch Finds New 
Error in Budget

Anscomb in Jackpot Over Printingj
Mistake in School Aid Estimates

Br Sun SUTI Beuorter

VICTORIA, March 25.— A new attack on the govern­
ment's record budget and three percent sales tax was made 
In the Legislature Wednesday when Harold Winch, CCF 
leader, discovered there was an error in some of the printed 
copies of the government’s estimates.

point ofMr. Winch raised 
I order at the opening ol the House 

and read from two different 
copies of the estimates, one of 
which, In the summary, gave a 
vote of $800,000 assistance to 
rural school districts and the 

| other $1,100,000, as had been an- 
rounced In Finance Minister 
Serbert A n a c o m b's budget 
speech.

"Just what kind of confusion 
is going on In the government?" 
he demanded. “Our members 
don’t know what we're voting for 
at all.

"Maybe the finance minister 
needs a refresher course. The 
debate Is certainly out of order 
Until this Is cleared up."

(On Monday, the opposition 
had claimed the budget uncon­
stitutional because It provides 
for payment of 11 cabinet min­
isters’ salaries, Instead of the 10 
allowed by the Constitution Act. 
Mr. Speaker Carson has reserved 
decision on this point.)
ERROR CONCEDED

When Mr. Winch raised the 
new point, Mr. Anscomb and Pre­
mier Byron Johnson hurriedly 
looked at their copies of the eati-

[Hindu Vote Plea 
Hits Chinese Snag

I VICTORIA, March -25—(CP)—
| A charter amendment, sought by 
[Vancouver, to allow Hindus to 
[vote in municipal elections does 
I not go far enough In the opinion 
I of CCF Opposition Leader Harold 
I Winch.

When the request came before 
I the private bills committee in the 
I legislature W e d n e s day, Mr.
■ Winch asked why Chinese were 
| not included.

Alderman G. C. Miller said his 
I city would handle its own affairs 
I in its own way. D. E. McTag- 
Igart, Vancouver dty solicitor,
■ commented that it was difficult
■ to prepare a list of Chinese 
[voters, many of whom had 
[similar names.
1 The committee will report on 
[the Hindu angle later.,

[Sales Tax 'Cut'l 
[For Towns Set

Method of sharing sales taxi 
(revenue among smaller B.C.I 
| municipalities was announced In I 
I Victoria today.
I Distribution follows: Trail, 1 
| percent, $52,000; Vernon, 1.22 i 
(cent, $48,800; Kelowna, 1.18 per-1 
(cent, $47,000; Prince Rupert, LOI I 

, $40,730; Nelson, 0.77 l 
~ "30.

03150 
06; Cum

ic a n, 0.3683;_

mates and Mr. Anscomb conceded | 
their printed copies differed on| 
the one item.

He offered to recommend ad i 
Joumment of the House. and| 
holding up the debate, until he( 
got the point cleared up.

But, In the meantime, Mr. Car-1 
son called upon the House clerk! 
to produce the estimates copy) 
that had been filed on budget day.|

This he did. and Mr. Anscomb I 
testified that this was the official | 
copy, which gives the rural school I 
districts $1,100,000.

Mr. Winch consented to let the| 
debate go ahead, while Mr. Ans-| 
comb promised to Investigate. 
TEMPEST IN TEAPOT

At the end of the day’s sitting! 
the finance minister told the! 
House It was a fact there had! 
been a printing error In some| 
copies of the estimates.

He added: "That’s what always, 
happens to me. When I’m general 
ous (by Increasing the originally* 
proposed grant by $300,000) I al-3 
ways get Into trouble.

The House seemed satlsfiei 
and put It all down to a “temp 
In a teapot"
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'Start UBC Medical 
Faculty/ MLA Urges

Dr. Laird Stresses Shortage of 
Hospital Beds Here 'Disgraceful'

By San Staff Reporter '
VICTORIA, March 27. —Dr. Reginald R. Laird (Cln.,1 

Siijiilkameen), warned the government in the Legislature! 
Thursday it will have to do something about providing more I 
hospital beds before bringing in a hospitalization insurance! 
scheme. 1*****SHPHMT

He declared the amount oiUuj H , ni
hospital accommodation ih B.C.B I OrGSTTV I 10VI 
is disgraceful, compared wltnH. . . » .

i the need. funder Attack
MEDICAL FACULTY 

He said at least 500 beds are 
needed in Vancouver alone, and 
urged that, as a partial solution, 
the University of B.C. should be 
allowed to go ahead with Its 
medical faculty, which would In­
clude a hospital.

He said he is supporting the 
government’s huge budget be­
cause he realizes more hospitals 
and other amenities lor the ail­
ing are essential.

"My personal belief is that the 
ïuture of this province is such 
we need not retrench, we must go 
ahead,” he said.

Dr. Laird, who spent two years 
in a prison camp after Dieppe, 
argued for an immigration pro-
fram that would give B.C. the 

0,000,000 population it can sup­
port
PROFITEERS

Commander Charles T. Beard 
Idn., Esquimau) called for legis­
lative curbs against firms and 
people who have become rich as 
a result of the war.

He said such laws are essential 
if the "free enterprisers" are go­
ing to offset the "rabble rousers” 
who talk Communism.

Commander Beard charged the 
government is overspending.

He put a new idea before the. 
House—there should be more 
cabinet ministers.

"The province has no right to 
expect so much time and worry 
to be shouldered by so lew," 
he said. ,

From John Maclnnis (CCF, 
Fort George), the House heard 
the first suggestion from the I 
CCF that they might concede a 

I point on the new sales tax.
He suggested it be cut from 

the proposed three to two per­
cent then shared equally with 
municipalities.

Maclnnis exchanged compU 
ments with Lands and Forests]

| Minister E. T. Kenney at one 
point, when he protested • the 
plight of the small logging opera-, 
tors under the forest manage­
ment scheme.

"I must admit the forest min­
ister is a capable administrator, 
and it may need the wisdom of 
Solomon to solve this problenw"

"Must I take the 700 wives as 
well?" interjected Mr. IÇennçy 
with a smile.

"If you don’t maybe some of 
your colleagues wiU," replied Mr. 
Maclnnis.

The CCF member, who sat in 
„ie Hosue 40 years ago, put in
æents for road and park de­

tent in his own riding; 
claimed auto insurance rates
should come down under the----
financial responsibility law,

; lor opening up of the i

Special to The Vancouver Sen
VICTORIA, March 27.—Forest! 

management license plan ior| 
sustained yield forestry came 
under attack before Forestry 
Committee of Legislature Thurs-| 
day, .when spokesmen for inde-r 
pendent logging interests, includ-l 
mg the truck loggers, put their!

! case.
W. Clarke Gibson, Vancouver! 

Island West Coast operator, de-| 
dared all the logging operators! 
are anxious to see sustained yield| 
forestry put into affect in B.C.

“But I am certainly not in! 
accord with the method that has| 
been adopted."

He said the policy of turning! 
large tracts of forest land over! 
!to single interests will result in| 
placing choice timber lands in! 
hands of perhaps 10 or more| 
groups.

As an alternative, he suggested! 
the Forest Service itself take® 
over the entire job of forest! 
planning and reforestation and! 
be supplied with the necessar 
funds for thç purpose.

Film Control 
|For Children

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 27—The B.C. 

[government will segregate films 
not suitable for showing to chil- 

Idren.
Attorney-General Gordon Wis- 

mer introduced the bill in the leg­
islature on Thursday.

| It gives the movie ceftsor power 
I to classifly any film as “adult en- 
I tertainment.’
1 While it does not specify penal­
ties for allowing minors to see 

| the films it provides that the cen­
sor can insist on films so classl- 

Ified, the words “adult entertain- 
[ment must be displayed prom- 

| inently in advertising.

PRICE OF COSTS 
GOING UP, TOO

By Sun Staff Beperter
VICTORIA, March 27.— 

When the “beak" passes sen­
tence in the rural ridings of 
B.C. soon, it will be fine 
Bo and $3 costs” (not $2.50 
costs as It is now).

A bill introduced in the 
Legislature by Attorney- 
General Wismer raises the 
fees payable to magistrate» 
in organized territory by. 
this amount. Mr. Wismer 
said it conforms with fed- 

1 fees.

IMINING ACTS TO| 
|BF OVERHAULED

By Son Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 27- 

Statues governing the regu­
lations of metalliferous mines 
and coal mines in British 
Columbia are to be overhaul­
ed by the Legislature at the 
present session.

Two new bills were Intro­
duced In the Legislature 
Thursday by Mines Minister 
R. C. MacDonald.

In the main they are de­
signed to bring the mines 
laws up to date and were sub­
ject of conferences during 
the winter between the gov­
ernment mine operators and 
miners’ unions.

, MONDAY, MARCH 29, 1948

MD's Discuss 
Hospital Plan 

iWith Pearson
By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 29.—Provin-8 
I cial Secretary George S. Pearson | 
(held a conference this morning I 
■ with medical and hospital leader’s | 
| to discuss plans for British Co-1 
llumbia’s new hospital insurance! 
| scheme.

Representatives of both the! 
I B.C. Medical Association and the! 
■B.C. Hospitals Association made® 
la special trip to Victoria for thel 
■holiday conference.
! The meeting is understood to| 
■foreshadow introduction in thel 
|Legislature shortly of the hospi-|
E tal legislation.
I Pearson confirmed that thel 
■hospital plan was discussed.
I It is,expected that, following] 
Itoday’s conference, the cabinet! 
■will put the hospital plan before] 
[Coalition caucus sometime thteg 
[week.



MONDAY, MARCH 29, 1948

Abolish the Scaffold
in others * more humane form of carrying 
it out has replaced the gallows.

To deprive a man of life is in itself the 
Unlit of human punishment, without making 
a macabre spectacle of his last moments. If 
Mr. Winch’s motion should gain approval of 
the Legislature it wiU serve to bring the 
whole matter officiaUy before the Ottawa 
authorities. If they in turn do not see fit 
to go aU the way with Mr. Winch, at least 
they might be induced to provide in this 
country a more humane method of execution 
than that now used.

As matters stand, citizens can be pros­
ecuted in police court for killing a dog or a 
cat by methods as cruel and sadistic as 
hanging. PubUc opinion should make itself 
felt in revolt against the gallows. Mr. Winch’s 
motion provides a useful occasion for collec­
tive protest,

Mr. E. E. Winch, CCF member for Burn­
aby in the Provincial Legislature, has filed 
notice of motion by which the province would 
urge upon the dominion government aboli­
tion of capital punishment.

Whether or not the death penalty should 
remain as part of our penal system is debat­
able. What seems wholly undebatable is the 
need to rid this country of the barbarity of 
hanging. Two years ago a man was decapi­
tated at Oakalla in this ghastly rite. Last 
October two men were hanged the same 
morning, a sordid and gruesome business 
even when efficiently performed.

The scaffold belongs with the rack and 
thumbscrew. In many enlightened countries 
the death penalty has been entirely abolished:

TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 1948

Details of Year's 
Highway Progran

\CURB PLANNED Sales Tax Bill 
Likely This Week

VICTORIA, March 30_(CP)— 
Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 
comb indicated today that the 
bill to provide tor the levying 
ot the three percent retail sales 
tax in Britlbh Columbia would be 
introduced in the Legislature 
late this week or early next 
week.

Meanwhile, it was learned the 
staff which will be required to 
administer the act will be housed 
in the new temporary office 
building being completed now be­
hind the Ler "

Politicians 
Jealous of 
Party Titles 1

By Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 30—BC.’sl 

politicians are jealous of their a 
party titles and don’t want other! 
•spirants homing in and using |

VICTORIA, March 30.—Following are details of the] 
government’s new highway building, paving and bridge pro­
gram of 1948, as given to the Legislature this afternoon by 
Works Minister E. C. Carson.

Southern Transportation High-
way: Widening of heavy rock 
eut* on the Penticton-Kaleden

miles; Nelson-Nelway, 20 miles: 
Kamloops-Vernon Road, 7 miles; 
Kootenay-Columbia Highway, 
Golden south, 6 miles; Okanagan 
Highway, Armstrong to Enderby, 
8 miles; Island Highway, Red Gap 
to Qualicum, and union Bay sec-
tlon, 21 miles; Parksville to~Ca 
thedral Grove, 20 miles.

Several smaller sections will be 
covered, In addition, and surface 
treatment will be given to sec­
tions ot highway not under con­
struction but ready for paving In

New Bridges; Albernl River Bend 
IK0, %»?!£: At,ln- Belr RiverMO. -ftt, 160,000 Burneby. Geishon 
No. 5, <15,000; Burnett No. 4 <21,000;

For this the special 
Elections Act committee of the 
Legislature this morning decided 
to recommend a new formula for 
the official use of party titles on 
nomination papers and ballots.

They will seek to ban the use 
of such names as Liberal, Conser-

itlve Buildings.

brook; new road between two! 
modem steel bridges at Femie.1 

Trans-Canada Highway: Recon-
Caucus to Hear 
Health Plan Soon

VICTORIA, March 30- (CP) 
The provincial cabinet is expet 
ed to put before a Coalldi 
caucus shortly British Coiut 
bia’s new hospitalization insu 

lance scheme.
Monday, Provincial Sécrétai

•traction west of Lytton to be 
continued; several bridges near 
Boston Bar to be replaced by 
retaining walls and Bus, and be- 
tween Lytton. and Spences 
Bridge; reconstruction work east 
of Kamloops to Chase.

Okanagan Highway: Recon­
struction of six miles .south ot 
Vernon on Kelowna Road; im­
provements between ferry land­
ing and Westbank; construction 
between Postill and Winfield to 
be extended to North Okanagan 
boundary district; reconstruction 
of Kamloops-Vemon Road to be 
continued.

Cariboo Highway: Fourteen 
miles ot new road to link a 
point one mile south of Clinton 
with the new highway at the old 
$7-mile post north of Clinton; 
contracted work between Mile 
70 and Mile 83 to continue; recon­
struction to be completed be­
tween Mile 94,and 100; huge cut 
of 400,000 cubic yards of mater 
111 to be made at Deep Creek,, 
north ot Williams Lake, lor ap-l 
Broach to new bridge; Australian 
Ranch revision to be completed.

George S. Pearson met with 
medical and hospital leaders tomu River No. 28,' <44,000;' Comox, 

Coombs No 203. <100,000; Courtenay 
SJough, <45,000; Diamond Crossing 
No, 37, $180,000.

E
Cï£ï!br??Hi Yakh 41ough No. 5, 

000; Delta, Canoe Pass No. 10, 
IX»; Dewdney stave River. <200,- 

Esaulm.lt, Tugwell Bridge No. 
ys, SIO.OOO; Muir Creek No. 115, 

«16,000; Sandstone Creek No. 58, <15!- 
Niagara No. 124. <50.000; F’ernle, 

Coal Creek No. 48^ <10,000. 
o«pIÏ!,cL-,Gy'<e'. fearven Creek No.

Brltige No. 340, *30,000: NelsonlCres-

discuss the scheme.
It is expected the government 

may work out a plan which will 
provide benefits similar to those 
of the Blue Cross to cover all 
residents of the province.

the amendment for submission 
to the House.

Kingsway Widening 
Bids Called Soon ,

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 30—Works 

Minister E. C. Carson announced 
In the Legislature this afternoon 
tenders will be called within the 
next 10 days for the first unit 
of the Kingsway widening pro­
ject between Vancouver and New 
Westminster.

Plans call for a four-lane traf­
fic highway through with two 
parking lanes and an overall 
width from curb to curb of 64 
feet

Northern
w»y: Reconstruction of b 
from Prince Rupert bourn 
new Celanese plant at Pi 
ward; new work near " 
end Kitwango and continui 
Cludutz revision between 
George and Vanderhoof.

Island Highway: New 
Hnk between Duncan and 
•mlth to be constructed-

U MILLION 
OR B.C. ROADS

I,,,;—,
A total of

r



TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 1948 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1948

Odd Man's Pay Not 
Unconstitutional

$18 Million for 
B.C. Roads in '48

House Upholds Speaker's Ruling 
On Mythical Eleventh Minister

By Sen SUM Reporter
VICTORIA, March 31.— The B.C. Legislature decided 

Tuesday that even if the government's estimates provide for| 
payment of 11 cabinet ministers, instead of the ten provided 
for in the constitution, there is nothing wrong about it. 1 

The decision came on a ralingjHBpHHBgHffiSSSBHll

Record $7 Million for Maintenance 
Work, Carson Tells Legislature

By LESLIE FOX 
San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 30. — British Columbia’s highway 
construction program for 1948-49 was outlined to the Legis­
lature this afternoon by Works Minister E. C. Carson.

It includes: ---------------------------------i-------- ]
Reconstruction and construe- the proposed “Victory Highway 

tion of 124 miles oi main high- through Washington state terri- 
way at a cost of $5,000,000. lory which will link Grand Forks 

Paving of 465 miles of road and Rossland and avoid the big

by Mr. Speaker R. H. Carson.
The point was raised last week 

by CCF's Herbert Gargrave of 
Mackenzie who insisted the 
budget debate should be held up|at a cost of $3,100,000.

Construction of 38 major 
bridges, replacement of 80 small 
bridges with culverts and fills, 
and an allocation of $300,000 for 
bridges in the Fraser Canyon as 
part of a $2,500,000 bridge re­
placement program.

In addition to this, the works 
department will spend $7,000,000 
on maintenance—$1,000,000 more 
than last year and the largest 
allocation in B.C.’s history—and 
another $1,000,000 on purchase 
of heavy construction and main­
tenance machinery.
$18 MILLION OUTLAY

This makes a total outlay of 
$18,600,000 for capital and maln-

Cascade summit.
The scheme, if it is eventually 

adopted by the national govern­
ments, will save B.C. several 
milllong in construction costs, he 
said.

Mr. Carson said the Bridge 
program could be speeded up this 
year as a result of representa­
tions he and Premier Johnson 
have made to Ottawa, under 
which they will get a better share

until the extra salary was de­
leted or the government an­
nounced it would appoint an­
other minister.

Quoting the necessary prece­
dents, the speaker gave a written] 
ruling that there is nothing un­
constitutional about it because 
the House always has power toIs Week

parch 30_(CP)— 
Ir Herbert Ans- 

today that the 
lor the levying 

[rcent retail sales 
olumbla would be

I the Legislature 
f or early next

was learned the
II be required to |

reduce estimates in committee. I 
His ruling was immediately

challenged by CCF leader Harold 
Winch, but on appeal to theof steel imports for construction I 

of the spans.
ENGINEER SHORTAGE 

The department, he said, still 
faces problems of getting enough 
technical men for its enlarged 
building program. Several1 
younger 1 J 1
have beei

House, the speaker was sustained 
| by the coalition majority, with
CCF members

[Federal Road 
Aid Sought

tenance works on highways tor 
the year. •n engaged for the maln-j 

staff, but on June 30 a* 
number of the senior engineers « 
will retire.He mentioned particularly A.f 
L. Carruthers, deputy minister,! 
and H. L. Hayne, chief location! 
engineer, for the fine work they! 
have done in laying out the mod-2 
em highway program. 1

The minister said Norman W.8 
Macpherson, former commis-S 
sioner of highways for Alberta, 1 
who joined the staff at the be-l
Sinning of the year as assistants 

eputy will become the deputy I 
minister. _ ., .1In the ordinary way. the chief 
engineer. Harry Anderson, would! 
have stepped up to this post, but!

In addition to announcing the 
new road projects Mr. Carson 
gave the House a report on the 
large undertakings that have 
been launched in the last two 
years as part of the government's

HAPPY BIRTHDAY John 
Hart, is B.C.'s wish today. 
At 69, ex-premier has 21- 
year record for holding 
cabinet posts. Since retir­
ing from leadership last 
fall, Mr. Hart sits in Legis­
lature as private member 
1er Victoria.

act will be housed 
emporafy ofUflf 
-ompleted now be 
ative Buildings. J By Sen SUM Reporter

VICTORIA, March 31.—B.C.’s 
government will Insist on Federal 
aid for highway building in the 
province. It was Indicated to the 
Legislature Tuesday by Works 
Minister E. C. Carson.

“If we’re going to get 'on top’ 
lof our highway program—to 
get the type of highways we

the mainpostwar drive to brini, -----------
highways up to modem stand­
ards.

The Hope-Prlnceton road wü) 
not be opened this year as the 
government had wanted, but the 
work is to be speeded up and 
should be completed and paved 
by early in 1949, he said.

Adverse weather and heavy 
rock work have caused delays, 
but some additional equipment 
haa been received and crews will 
be put on double shifts.
HART ROAD PROGRESS

Progress on the John Hart 
Highway from Prince George in­
to the Peace River district has 
been slower.

On the 210-mile highway, fol­
lowing is the present progress re­
port Between Prince George and

o Hear 
Ian Soon
March 30—(CP)—I 
cabinet is expect- 

Coalition Doctor Hart, 
Ex-Premier, 
|69 Today

By Sun SUM Reporter
VICTORIA, March 31. — Dr. 

uohn Hart of Victoria celebrated 
Ibis 69th birthday today.
I The only man to B.C,’s. recent 
Ipoiitical history who voluntarily 
surrendered the premiership, re­
ceived greetings from hundreds 
all over the province.

fore a <_____
v British Colurr 
pilaiizallon Insui

bvincial Secretary 
arson met with 
hospital leaders to 
heme.
fd the government 
a plan which will 

is similar to those 
>oss to cover all 
le province. [the province.

No Decision 
On Balloting The doc- 

[tor is an honorary title (LLD) 
from the University of British 
Columbia.

Nearing the prophet's three 
•core and ten, the white-haired 
veteran of political wars today 
appears to better health than 
he has for some years.

He relinquished the govern­
ment leadership In December 
because the strain of public of- 
flee was telling on his health. 

I A month’s holiday to the south 
and lifting of'the cares of duty

four miles partially graded and a 
further 57 miles cleared; from 
Azouzetta Lake to Commotion 
Creek, 57 miles, 48 miles have 
been completed and a further 
four miles partially graded and 
the whole section can be com­
pleted in three months time after 
work resumes; East Pine to Prog­
ress, 31 miles completed.

Mr. Carson gave no forecast 
when the highway will be open 
to travel.
284 MILES IN 1847

Summing up the last year’s 
work generally, Mr. Carson said 
that, in all, 294 miles of new 
construction and reconstruction 
Were completed, part of this 
being on previous contracts and 
pert on undertakings launched 
during the year.

The minister announced a

Special Elections ^'t committee 
of the Legislature yesterday 
declined to make any decision on 
whether Mennnnites should get 
the vote in British Columbia.

After a short discussion com­
mittee members, by mutual agree­
ment, decided to make no recom­
mendation to the House on the 
issue, which will come up again

for main highways in iqunicipali- 
ties of over 15,000 as recom­
mended in the Goldenberg Re­
port. He said the technical staff 
has been so overburdened with 
work it has not been able to get when the Elections Bill goes to 

the floor.
Chief stumbling block on the 

question was the Doukhobors,
with Mennonites in being denied 
the vote because they came into 
Canada on religious agreements 
that they do not have to serve to irlvate member for Victoria to 

he Legislature, and acta as athe armed forces. lenior advisor to the new John- 
lon-Anscomb administration.

locating party will go

—

Æ2

___________
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Compulsory .Gov'trflofpital |lnsuraiKe
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ill

everyone in
Maximum Family 
Cost $33 Yearly
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-

By Sen Staff Bcportar
VICTORIA, March 31.—Everyone In British Columbia 

is going to be covered by a compulsory, contributory hos­
pital insurance scheme.

Premier Byron Johnson announced today that the gov­
ernment has now worked out the details and will introduce 

. a bill for the scheme in the Legislature immediately. The 
hospital plan was forecast in the Premier’s policy speech.

Only those now protected by adequate private schemes 
will be exempt.

Every person earning an income must contribute.
Size of individual assessments! *

m
m

SÉE

| was not disclosed by the Premier, 
I but he said the maximum will be 
! $33 per family per year. This will 
[cover parents and all children 
| up to 16 years.

In return they will get ward 
and diagnostic services on a 
"complete necessary basis."

"The scheme,” said Premier 
Johnson, "will bring hospitaliza­
tion within the financial reach of 
everyone, and it is hoped that 
as the plan Is put into practical

operation other Improvements 
may be made from time to time 
as the funds warrant."

Under the exemption clauses, 
people who are now In the Blue 
Cross will not have to pay the 
government contribution, it Is 
understood.

Similarly people In other jg 
private schemes that measure up « 
to the government plan in the $ 
way of benefits will not have to « 
pay.

Pay Cheque Deduction
All other persons, whether 

d wage earners or working for 
® themselves will have to con- 
& tribute and will get their basic 
8g hospital costs paid.

Kgl To finance the scheme the 
*53 government will set up a stabi- 
Mf lization fund.

This will be made up as fol­
lows:

! J—An allocation of $2,000,000 
out of the treasury’s revenue 

Bsurplus account.
12—The government’s normal 

contribution to hospitals of 
170 cents a day, and the similar 
170 cents a day paid by municipal

■v • - . I
authorities will be diverted into e 
the account
3—When the Dominion govern- ® 

ment withdraws from the s 
amusement tax field, which la ej 
expected soon, the province win if 
boost Its own amusement tax by B 
this amount and put the proceeds 1 
Into the fund.

Finally, going Into the fund SI 
will be the contributions from the 
people covered by the scheme.

Most of the collections will be 
done by deductions from pay 
cheques. These will be taken off 
by employers and paid over to 
the government

mMm
m H

-
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Take Amusement Tax jfisl

Others, who aiq not on pay- 
I rolls, will have to contribute 
| directly to the government.

Along with the hospital legis­
lation the government win bring 
| down this session a bill giving 

• to levy the Dominion’s 
i amusement tax as soon aa Ot- 
Itawa withdraws from the field. 
I The levy is 20 percent on the I price of admission tickets.
I In addition to providing hoe- 
|pltal care under the plan for 

who are earning money, 
vemment wUl continue to 

services for all!

recognized social Indigent pa­tiente. 1
This Includes old age-’ 

era, mothers penstoBja 
those receiving social allowances. I 

Further details of the lneur- j 
ance plan wUl be disclosed when 
the bill Is submitted to the Legia- !
frtwe, posslMy------------

From the mi 
given In the 1
ment of «33 yearly eon tribut! 
per tamUy, 
the levy on Étoile persons wf 
be similar to those In the Bin 
Cross plan, which is «15 a 

The famUv contribution 
it plan Is $33 a year.

-,
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iRebuilt Kingsway Will Be 
B.C.'s Most Modern Highway

Br Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 3L — The 

"new" Kingsway will be the 
Imost modern highway the B.C. 
| government has ever built, ac- 
I cording to Public Works Minister 
8 Carson.

The lour-lene traffic road wHl

have parking lanes at each side 
over a total width of 64 feet.

When he announced In the 
Legislature Tuesday that tenders 
for the first part of the lob 
will be called within 10 days, 
Mr. Carson admitted there have 
been serious delays In 
property, moving " ““

arranging replacement of water! 
mains so the speed highway proj- ! 
ect can get under way. It should I 
have been started last year.

Now the way Is dear and Mr. [ 
Carson said the people of. Van- j 
couver will be proud of it when [ 
it Is Snlshed.

Labor 
On

Lobby
April 8

. A labor lobby of 200 delegate*! 
I will go to Victoria April 8 to pro-B 
1 test against Bill 39, and the retail S 
g sales tax. .1
I The meeting also decided to ask 1 
g the CCL to reconsider its atti-| 
Itude on immigration, and to sup-g 
Sport the Mill, Mine and SmelterS 
| Workers’ Union in its fights 
8 against proposed deportation oiB 
■ their union organizers who have | 
I entered from the United States.

Sales Tax Battled as MLA's 
In Caucus Ask New Terms

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, March 31.—A stiff 

I battle over the proposed three 
I percent sales tax for B.C. is 
I reported to have developed In 
! the Coalition’s secret caucus Tues- 
| day night

Several members are reported 
g to have put up a fight to have 
| the levy reduced from three to 
I two percent

At the same time they are 
Insisting that exemptions pro­
vided In the original draft of the 
bill should be widened in order 
to lighten the burden on low 
income groups.

The government is obviously 
having trouble . getting solid 
caucus backing for the new tax. 
Already two of it* members have

spoken and voted against the
levy In the Legislature.

It Is understood the battle hi . 
caucus has delayed introduction j 
of the sales tax measure in the ] 
Legislature, as several clauses ;
will have to be redrafted.

Until this Is done, the full
details of the tax, and the
exempted commodities, will nog 
be officially disclosed,

Ratepayers 
Premier on

| THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 1948

Besiege 
Taxes

Secretary-Treasurer of Island 
Group 'Thrown Out' of Office

VICTORIA, April 1—(CP) — Persistence of a delega­
tion from a Vancouver Island Ratepayers' Association 
{Wednesday finally won its members an audience with 

Dernier Bvron Johnson. J "Tfie 
put at the start of the inter-

j George Wyndlow, of Oyster 
strict, secretary-treasurer, was 
kduded from the premier's of- 

'-“thrown out,” he himself 
reporters.

“He said I have been dictating 
| to him and trying to run his 

Hce,” Mr. Wyndlow declared 
/■

he delegation came to Vic- 
to press for removal of 
taxation on land gnd im- 

Iprovements, and to protest im-
■ position of a sales tax when no
■ provision was made for relief of 
I land and Improvements from

ation. It charged the govem- 
nt was using the sales tax as 

t excuse to fatten its own rev-

1 PREMIER
main group got In to see 
eii-ier only by button- 
him in the passage as he 

ntering his 'Office.
he was talking to re­

ft Mr. Johnson appeared 
ï corridor, heading for his 

Mr. Wyndlow followed 
out a few minutes 

inform the rest of the 
on:
see you for 10 minutes. 

"« me out”
of the group filed 

Johnson’s office, leav- 
secretary - treasurer 

s heels outside, hi 
vtminutes Mr. Johnso

$1,100,000 to be handed! 
back to rural areas would be less I 
than the amount their residents! 
would pay in sales tax, the dele-1 
gation maintained.
STRONG TERMS

Couched in strong terms, the I 
brief, signed only by Mr. Wynd-| 
low, told Mr. Johnson:

“You have, in short, double-1 
crossed everyone, and chiefly! 
your friends, who have tried to! 
obtain from you some show of I 
justice and fair treatment.”

Repeated threats in the brief! 
included one that the school tax! 
situation would "not be tolerated! 
any longer than it takes to re-1 
move your government from| 
office."

Afterwards, Mr. Wyndlow said! 
the premier had informed the! 
delegation that present measures! 
fur school cost relief were to be! 
regarded as temporary, pending! 
arrival at a permanent solution.!

■■■HHHE*****

(CCF 'Bulwark' 
(Against Reds 
-E. E. Winch

By Sun Staff Reporter
_ VICTORIA, April 1.—Ernest E.l 
[Winch, CCF member for Burnaby,I 
[declared in the Legislature Wed-| 
[nesday the CCF stands as thej 
[“bulwark against Communism” 
[in B.C. L
| “Remove us and you’ll have the! 
[avalanche," the 69-year-old father! 
[of the Opposition leader said as! 
[he told Municipal Affairs Min g 
|ister R. C. MacDonald his at- 8 
[tempts to tie up the CCF with) 
[the Communists are futile and! 
[dangerous to the country.

(Mr. MacDonald, in a radio! 
peech Monday night, predicted! 
he Reds would take over thef 

| CCF).
| The Burnaby member frov 
Ion repeated pleas of hospitals fa 
I more government aid, until they!
■ have put their own houses ing
■ order.
I Statistics showed, he said, ag 
[wide variation in the cost of! 
I supplies for different hospitals. 1 
I « I suggest serious and close! 
■scrutiny of their operational! 
■methods and costs is essential,’! 
|he said, pointing out the hospitals! 
■have raised rates recently but! 
■still keep coming for more!
■ government aid.
■ He demanded the government! 
■reimburse or in other ways help! 
■members of benefit societies who! 
■hive been hit by suspension of!

flve societies in recent months. 
He charged the government 

been negligent because it] 
.yed action after original i 
Ligations were made, and t 

• it failed to bring In a i

Winch Would 
Lift Sunday 

(Concert Ban
/ By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, April 1.- Relaxa-j
■ tion of the Lord’s Day rules sol
■ that Sunday concerts and ath-[ 
lletics can be held In B.C., will be|
■ sought In the Legislature by| 
■Opposition Leader Harold Winch. [
■ Mr. Winch today gave notice of §
■ motion to put the issue on the|
■ floor of the House.

He proposes that the Attorney-1
■ General use his discretionary! 
■powers to allow such perform*! 
lances by non-commercial organ-1 
|izations.

At present, he points out Sun-1
■ day entertainment at which ad-g 
■mission is charged has either g 
(been discouraged or prevented.

The Lord’s Day Act provides! 
■that before a prosecution can bel 
■laid the Attorney-General must! 
(grant a fiat, so that he has the! 
(authority to determine whether| 
(they should be stopped or not.

JMLA Suggests 
(Water Plan

VICTORIA, April 1—(CP)--I 
(Development of an irrigation! 
(scheme for Saanich’ with the! 
■ costs being shared equally by the! 
(-Federal and Provincial goven 
(ments and landowners was ca’*‘ 
(for in the legislature Wednes 
(by Arthur J. R. Ash (C 
|Saanich I.
| In his maiden speech, the! 
| newly-elected member said he! 
(would support a Provincial health! 
■insurance scheme but warned itg 
Imust be based on obtaining tb 
■cooperation of medical me 

nurses, nurses, dentists, hospit 
ninistrators and druggists.
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Id Key Missing but Sun Shines
On 50th Anniversary of Opening

Fifty years ago, in drizzling rain, Lieutenant-Governor 
IT. R. Mclnnes, with a key of solid gold, formally opened ■
British Columbia's Parliament Buildings and the 1898 

j session of its Legislative Assembly.
Yesterday, in a blaze of warm sunshine, Lieutenant-

j Governor Charles A. Banks officially opened the third 
(session of the Province’s 21st Legislature. The gold key 
was missing, but Col. Banks took note of the historic 
occasion. ' chamber, Introduction of BID No. 1

! in his Speech from the Throne, establishing precedence of the 
traditionally totting the wheels of people's affairs over those of the 

i another session in motion, His Honor Crown, passage of formal resolutions, 
Lftld. and presentation of ministerial re-

I "?e «* n*»** °» ** houm

j Buildings were officially opened ^"«t OreyT W^e^ond 

"Much has been accomplished th# ,ormil motlon 0, Ulanks to th, 
| since that date, and I am confi-j Lieutenant-Governor that touches 
dent that the passage of another 50 off each sesslon,g maln debate. 

j years will witness development far Two constituencies were unrepie- 
surpassing anything experienced in i
the history of this Province.” sented when the House opened,

________ _ Saanich and Cariboo. The ;Hous<I YEAR BROUGHT CHANGES passed a standing vote of regret at
i Though the passage of half a tiie death 0f Louis LeBourdais, whose 
[century brought few changes in the cariboo seat will later be taken bj 
[pattern of official opening cere- waiter Hogg, Coalition candidat! 
[monies, the passage of one year in the recent by.eiectlon. 
brought several within the Legis- Saanlch seat fotmerly heW 

slative Chambei. Mr. Justice Whittaker, will be takei
I Premier . Byron Johnson for the by Arthur J. R. Ash on March 15. 
Ifiret time sat at the desk used since pir8t „ be lntroduced ta u,, 
ilSll by john Hart, who sat among House was one „ amend the Van 
^the private members. couver'Enabling Act of 1035. to auth
I Hon. W. T. Steal th was In the orlze tunding ot the cltys sinklni 
■House as Minister of Education, sue- fund sh0rtage, disposition of pro 
Breeding Dr. O. M. Wetr, who Is re- ceed5 from tax sale properties 
gcuperating from serious Illness. validation of agreements with War 
g Robert H. Carson of Kamloops ad- timè Housing Ltd., and authorizatioi 
Idressed His Honor as Speaker of the of future housing agreements. 
(Assembly, marking the Legislature's Th, House appointed J. L. Webste: 
Iflrst change In the Speaker's chair (cln^ Rossland-TraU,. Dr. j. J 
since 1937. His predecessor In office, GUUl (Cln Yale) w A c Bennet 

(Hon. Norman W. Whittaker, sat (cln South Okanagan), H. J 
Ïamong the guests as Mr. Justice w,ich (0in _ comoxi. and Harold 1

My't-.rr
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situatloi 
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| the form j 
or whethej 
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Other | 
briefly r| 
eluded: | 
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Act.

3. Imi 
Forest 
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with pi

[proceeded to the Executive Cham- 
|ber, received fee beribboned Speech; 
from the Throne, and entered thel 
Legislative Chamber with his en­
tourage at 3 pm.
BRIEF DELAY

There was a brief delay In open­
ing of the session when His Honor 
discovered that the House had no
Speaker—soon rectified after CoL 
Bante had retired, when Premier 
JohngQp moved and Opposition 

Harold Winch seconded Mr. 
Oaranh's elevation to the chair.

sdure, with

E2T



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1948

New Municipal Aid 
Indicated on Way 
By Throne Speech

Mace Misbehaves, Falls 
Disturbs House Dignity !

-Dignity of official opening cere- The mace rested "on its small, 
monies in the Legislature yesterday gold-braided cushion on the table 
afternoon was momentarily dis- in front of the chair, indicating) 
turbed when the mace, symbol of that the House was in session, 
authority, fell from the table in Eye-witnesses — and there were!

in disagreement as to whether! 
Mr. Speaker bumped the table with! 
his knee or upset the mace byl 
touching the cushiofi.

Whatever the cause, there was a| 
moment of incredulous hush as it| 
crashed to the floor.

Unperturbed, Sergeant-at-Armsjj 
W. R. Webster, its custodian! 
stooped, picked the mace from the! 
floor, and placed it on the hooks) 
below the table, where it remained! 
until the House rose for the day. j 

Normally, the mace is removed 
from the table only when the House 

Lis in fcommittee.
Oldest members of the Legislature! 

were unable to recall any parallel! 
in the history of British Columbia’* 

I Parliament.
I A superstitious few toyed with the 
I thought that it might be an omenj 
I of something, though they were not

Would Alleviate Rising Costs 
Of Social Security, Services

New measures to aid Inunlcipalities and alleviate thi 
situation caused by rising cost of social security and othei

j public services will be presented to the Legislature durinj 
the present session.

This was confirmed in the Speech from the Throne a1 
the opening of the House yesterc'

While the Speech did not Indicate] 
the form new legislation would take, I 
or whether it would make provision I 
for imposition of a sales tax, the I 
fact that it was named first ofj 

I coming action was taken to meaq] 
that the Government regards it as 
the most important legislation of I 

(the session. j
] “Careful study has been given to 
a number of provincial-municipal 
problems, as well as to the rising 

(cost of social security and other im- 
\ portant public services,” the Speech 
I said.
I “My Government is aware of the 
| situation created thereby and pro­
poses" to place before you measures 
| designed to alleviate this situa-1 
Itton.” !
j It nojed also .that “the serious,
I condition of the hospital situation is! 
j engaging the attention of my Gov-] 
l ernment, and proposals are being 
J studied with a view to fiiiiling a
HsnluHnn tn fhlt nrnhlpm ” I

New Orders in Council Retain 
13 B.C. Areas for Public Use

red to say what.The Government also took ac­
tion to reserve from alienation the 
area on Chase River, south of Na­
naimo, containing ancient Indian 
petroglyphs recently declared to be 
historic objects under the Historic

î Thirteen areas in various parts 
I of the province totaling 273 acres 
were set aside for “recreation and 
enjoyment of the public” by Pro­
vincial orders in council signed yes­
terday. Purpose of the reserves 
is to assure permanent public access 
to beauty spots and fishing and 
hunting areas.

Seven of the areas newly set 
I aside are in West Vancouver, on 
the shores of Burrard Inlet, rang­
ing in size from half an acre to 
three acres.

Those reserved in other parts of 
the province are: 22 acres fronting 
on Seymour Arm of Bhuswap Lake; 
102 acres at the south end of One 
Eye Lake; 39 acres north of Hope; 
15 acres on Glimpse Lake, southeast ; 

I of Stump- Lake; 58 acres at the 
west end of Indian Point Lake, and I 
22 acres at the wedt end of Isaac j 
Lake.

Objects Preservation Act.

Seen in Passing
Hon Robert Henry Carson, Liberal M.L.A. 

for Kamloops, who was chosen Speaker 
of the Twenty-First Legislature yesterday at 
its opening sitting, has probably had more 
hours in the chair of House than any other 
member in it. For more than a decade he 
has acted as chairman of the House in Com­
mittee, and for almost as long as Deputy 
Speaker under successive incumbents.

[solution to this problem.”
Other new legislative proposals I 

briefly referred to by His Honor In-1 
(eluded:

1. Revision of labor laws for “fur-1 
jtber improvements in employer-em-1 
(ployee relations.”
( 2. Increases in certain allowances! 
under the Workmen’s Compensation! 
[Act.
| 3. Important amendments to the! 
Forest Act to widen scope of the] 
sustained yield program.

4. “Ample provision” far further! 
improvement of main highways and! 
completion of major public works! 
projects already undertaken.

5. Amending legislation to im-1 
prove the agriculture industry.

I 6. New method of admission to 
provide for]

Liquor, Gasoline Taxes 
Swell Revenue in B.C.

I Provincial Government revenue 
in the fiscal year ended last March 
bl exceeded the esttinate by $14,-
1665,557.
! Public accounts tabled In the 
mouse after the opening of the 
[Legislature yesterday showed that 
[the Government, which had bud­
geted for total revenue of $42.152,-

Dominion Government grants, 
$13,051,807, showed no variation, 
since the Dominion-Provincial new 
tax agreement did not become op­
erative until after the end of the 
1946-47 financial year.

Timber royalties and sales rev-

mental hospitals to 
[clinic treatment.

7. Provision of new. technical per­
sonnel and facilities for British Co-, 

| lumbia Research Council to deal 
with problems related 'to industrial 
chemistry, physics, applied biology, 
mining and other fields of research.

8. Establishment of a new bio-, 
logical laboratory to develop the

enue totaled *4360947. it had 
estimated at *3900,000.

368. actually took In *56917944..
Expenditures, totaling . *46,315,- 

193, were *1,668930 above the est­
imate.

But even e>, the Province camé 
out with a surplus of *10903,650,

Today in the 
Legislature

3 pin.—Debate on Add**» 
In Reply to the Speech from 
the Throne opens. >

Mover, Mrs. Nancy Hodges 
(Coalition, Victoria) ; seconder,

I Its liquor business, bringing In 
1*6950,000 more than wds expected,' 
[was mainly responsible for the big 
surplus. Estimated at *3900,000, 
liquor profits actually yielded *14,- 
768967.

[ Gasoline tax, estimated at *4,-1 
[050,000, produced *6,633,003. Motor 
|Vehicle Act revenue, estimated ati 
[**,016,000, yielded *4,457,70*.

Succession duties totaled *3,018,- 
010, against an estimate of *1,600,-
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Government House En Fete 
Following Legislature Opening,

Latest Spring Fashions Worn by Guests 
At Opening of 21st Provincial Legislature

of rich wine, matching hat with 
white feather trim; a light blue 
afternoon dress with brown hat was 
worn by Mrs. G. R. Easter, while 
Mrs. Hugh McLeod wore navy blue 
with pale pink applique trim, navy

The newest of colorful Spring fashions were much in Mls_ Percy E George wore « dress! 
evidence at the brilliant ceremony attending the opening 
of the 21st British Columbia Legislature yesterday after­
noon at the Parliament Buildings.

Mrs. Banks, wife of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
was unable to attend the opening ceremony due to a 
recent injury, but assisted in receiving and shaking hands 
with the guests attending the reception at Government 
House held later in the afternoon. Mrs. Banks chose for 

I the occasion an ensemble of black and pale blue, pencil- 
slim black crepe skirt with cocktail-split in front, fitted 

! black moire jacket and pale blue crepe blouse with dia- 
| mente embroidery.

The reception rooms at Government House were 
I beautifully decorated with Spring blooms, making an 
attractive setting for the lovdly gowns worn by the guests.

Mrs. Byron Johnson, making her

ribbon trim.
Mrs. R. C. MacDonald, wife of 

the Minister of Mines and Muni­
cipal Affairs, was in navy blue with 
matching navy hat, while her 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. E. Mac­
Donald, chose black crepe trimmed 
with a large draped satin bow at 
the waistline and pleated black 
satin hat.

Black crepe was the choice

first public appearance as wife of 
the new Premier, was attractive in 

I a purple two-piece suit with grey 
I squirrel coat. Her model hat of 

corded ribbon was in shades of blue,
[ mauve and aqua.

. Mrs. Herbert Anscomb was in black 
with black beret trimmed with gold 
sequin bands and veiling,

. Mrs. Tilly Rolston, MM, was in 
a smartly cut black suit with black 

[ felt hat trimmed with brilliants. Mrs.
Nancy Hodges, MIA, wore a smart 

! dress of bright green crepe and black 
( felt hat with turned brim,
I A light grey suit with model pinkfc 

felt hat trimmed with pink roses and|^* L- ° Eyrawlthsmallblack 
[«silver fox cape was worn by Mrs.
[ Gordon McG. Sloan; Mrs. Gordon 

oWismer was smart in a navy crepe 
^two-piece dress, navy straw beret 
prtth side quill and fingertip sable 
pfcoat; Mrs. Harold E. Sexton wore a 
Sark navy tailleur and navy felt 
i beret; Mrs. G. R. Pearkes chose a 
fenavy and white ensemble, navy and 
7 white polka dot dress with navy 

redingote and navy felt hat.
| Mrs. John Hart wore an afternoon 

i of turquoise blue crepe, brown 
ilor felt hat and brown fur coat;

. E. W. Hamber was smart in a 
crepe dress, black felt model 

|hat with turquoise pompon and 
furs; Mrs. Walter C. Nichol 

Swas in a coral crepe afternoon dress 
I with small black felt hat and seal- 
[skin coat trimmed with mink.

Mrs. E. Rollo Malnguy was in a 
I pastel peach wool with pale blue 
I blouse and tiny felt hat trimmed 
|with grey beige ostrich tips. Mrs.

) J. Oallanan was in a black crepe 
» back panel with fine

hat trimmed with pink, and bride's 
blue topcoat trimmed with Persian 
lamb.

Mrs. E. V. Finland wore an after­
noon dress of cocoa brown with 
matching model hat, while her 
guest, Mrs. A. H. Hull, of Qualicum 
Beach, was gowned in pearl gray 
with blue gray fox fur and i 
sortes.

Mrs. J. B. Munro chose a two-Mrs. E. C. Carson, wife of Mtnister|plece b!ack crepe ^
of4*ubllc Works, wore an afternoon! black grosgndn ribbon and
dress of fine black faille trimmed black bat; Mrs. A. H. Co* was 
with pink, and wide black off-the- smartly attired in a navy blue en- 
face felt hat with wide black satin semble trimmed with pink, navy

blue hat and sealskin coat.

HBbs Joan Coenen Van's Grave- b 
sloot, daughter of the Consul of the 1 
Netherlands, Vancouver, wore a fine | 
tweed tailleur of brown and grey.

Mrs. E. Wynne Johnson of Van-1 
couver was smart in black crepe g 
with black felt hat trimmed with* 
pink roses. Mrs. Edwin Jackson of | 

"Cobble Hill was also in black withl 
smart black hat with sprays of lily 1 
of the valley. Mrs. George Melrose | 
was in * blacl#suit and hat withl 
bright green ribbon trim; Mrs.f 
George Paulin was In soft green | 
crepe with brown calot and brown | 
fur coat; Mrs. G. C. McKenzie wash 
smart in navy and white which was § 
also chosen by Mrs. C. Delbridge of I 
Vancouver. Mrs. J. M. Wood worej 
an afternoon dress of raisin brown | 
crepe and hat of velvet ribbon 
tone.

Mrs. J. Mtowat of Port Albemi was I 
in a black afternoon dress and black I 
hat with rose trim, while Mrs.f 
Frank Hughes, also of Port Albemi I 
was in figured crepe. Mrs. M. L.f 
Greene was in gray and black and! 
Mrs. Leon Lotskar of Vancouver was | 
in black and flower hat.

MTs. P. B. Scurrah wore an after­
noon dress in navy crepe, white I 
straw sailor hat with navy tulle 1 
bow. Mrs. W. C. Malnwaring was I 
smart in a bright blue afternoon 1 
dress and plack model hat

Mrs. E. T. Kenney, chose a navy 
due ensemble with bolero Ji 
nd shell pink blouse, and mate 
iavy hat; Mrs. Frank Putnam 

smart suit dress in wine wit 
> of robin’s-egg blue and 

of robin’s-egg blue and wine] 
5 with matching ribboi 

was accompanied by 
Mrs. G. G.

) worea

off the face sailor model wreathed 1 
with pink poppies. Mrs. W. T.l 
Stralth wore a fine wool beige I 
dressmaker suit featuring ballerina I 
skirt and short fitted Jacket withl 
a large brown corded silk beret,! 
while her daughter, Miss 
Straith, wore a powder blue wit! 
black hat and accessories.

Cloud grey crepe was the choice! 
of Mrs. R. H. Carson with blackg 
straw hat trimmed with pink, 
brown squirrel coat. Her daughter,] 
Miss Betty Carson, wore a 
of deep Violet shade with small! 
hat of pink and violet shadéd roses. I 
Mrs. D. J. Carson of New Westmin-| 
ster chose a two-piece model 
moire silk with Winter white | 
with black feather trim.

Mrs. L. F. Stevenson, wife of AirJ 
Vice-Marshal Stevenson, membi
for Point Grey, Vancouver, wore al 
chic beige suit trimmed with brown | 
squirrel with matching hat 
her daughter, Miss Mary Ann | 
Stevenson, chose a paddy gre< 
dressmaker suit with matching {I(lack straw hat In the new Watteau nre„,melrer .

“ZV'TTj** "TL b°»lCT hat-
also of Vancouver, wore navy blue \ 
with matching hat.

Mrs. David Sloan was striking In I 
black barathea cloth suit 
er fox tor and black : 
with oapre, tips. -| 

J. Welch, of

i Honor the 1
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* Provincial Liquor Bill May Exceed 
! Record $48 Per Capita Last Year

Spendings on liquor in British!
I Columbia during the fiscal year!
I ended last March 31 were equlval-I 

ent to nearly $48 a head, for every!
I man, woman and child in the pro- fl 
I vince.

And they are still climbing. 
Totaling $47,961,515, the province’s!

I liquor bill for the year exceeded!
I that of the previous financial year|
I by $9,218,059 to set another new 
I high record.

It yieVled $14,759,257 net profit!
I to the province, $6,250,000 above 
■ the estimate, and representing!
I roughly one-fourth o* British Co- 
I lumbia** to ta* revenue for the year,!

These were figures given ih the 
I Liquor Control Board’s annual re- 
I port, tabled in the Legislature 
g terday.

An interim report covering the 
| succeeding six months, up to Oc- 
J tober 31 last, showed liquor spend- 
lings soaring even higher, and in- 
jdicated they may exceed $52,000,000 
1 when the current fiscal year is 
8 ended.

Total of sales during the six 
| months was $26,257,720, which yield- 
Jed the province a net profit of 
I $7,531,030, against $6,343,205 for the^™ 
I corresponding six months of the g|| 
| preceeding year.

British Columbia’s. $14,760,000 net 
I profit for the last fiscal year com- 
1 pared with $11,194,000 in 1945-46;
I $7,881,500 the year before, and $6,- 
1946,259 the year before that. I 

The board's report showed that
I $28,594,839 was spent on wines and!
I spirits, $19,366,674 on beer, ale| 
Band stout.

Federal Government took $8,- 
1552,501 in duty, excise anu sales taxi 

Sales to individuals at liquorf 
1 stores totaled $38.351,659, to 
1 licensees, $9,609,856.

Mm

Speech From Throne
Few Speeches from the Throne in a Pro­

vincial Legislature ever say anything. Yes­
terday's was no exception in connection with, 
the opening of the British Columbia Legis­
lature. Its terms committed the Govern­
ment to little, and to that little vaguely. 
There was, for instance, this reference to the 
municipalities, which disclose nothing :

"Careful study has been given to a num­
ber of provincial-municipal problems as well 
as to the rising cost of social security and 
other important public service. My Gov­
ernment is aware of the situation created 
thereby and proposes to place before you 
measures designed to alleviate this condition.”

A good deal more to the point, and to the 
facts as the municipalities have found them 
to be, was the return of the Public Accounts 
for the fiscal year ending March 31 last. 
These showed that British Columbia had 
collected the highest net revenue surplus in 
its history, $10,502,650; while its total 

9 revenue collections amounted to $56,817,- 
944. In that, liquor sales totaled $47,961,- 
515, with net profits of $14,634,291—also 
the highest in histbry.

On the expenditure side, the Province dis­
closed current expenditures of $46,315,293; 
exclusive of outlays from capital borrowings 
of $15,109,142, of which latter the chief 
items wetb approximately ,$5.000,000 from 
capital for roads, and advances exceeding 
$7,500,000 to the B.C. Power Commission. 

I Expenditures from revenue surplus aggre- 
I gated $4,652,490, of which the largest single 
I items were $1,000;000 "to offset in part 
I shortages in the provincial sinking found ac- 

count,” and a further $2,074,552 for roads.
Briefly put, British Columbia as at the end 

of March, 1947, was enjoying higher reven­
ues than it had ever known. In the same 
period the Province gave the municipalities 
thirty-nine per cent of the cost of education, 
one-third of motor registration fees only, the 
40-40-20 disbursement on social services, 
the 70 cents per diem hospital gry«, and 
some building grants on a shared basis of 
cost. ,

The municipalities did not show any 
fat surpluses on that assistance. On the 
contrary, many of them went further into 
the red. That is the condition that the Pro­
vincial Government have to meet, and it has 
become acute now with the rejection of 
school board estimates in British Columbia. 
Not fresh taxation in any form, but a far 
more even disbursement of its existing rev­
enues would seem to be needed. The "mea­
sures designed to alleviate the situation” will 
be anticipated with interest, not alone by the 
municipalities but by the taxpayers as well.
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of Fish in B.C. Too HighjPricc Boost Time Limit 
On Gasoline Advocated Air Vice-Marshal Tells House

For Pre 
First A

I A few words about the price of t 
(fish found their way into debate s 
in the Legislature yesterday after- 

I noon.
I Air Vice-Marshal L. F. Steven- 1 
son (Coalition, Point Grey) said it 1 
was too high by far, and for that ' 
reason British Columbians weren’t I 
eating nearly enough of it.

"It is an astonishing thing to 1 
me that the people of this Province 1 
don’t eat more fish, and that com­
plaints about the high cost of food 1 

Iseeip to hinge on the cost of meat,” 1 
She declared. » <
I “Our West Coast herring is first- ; 
[class food, recognized as such by 1 
[people all over the world, but it's 
[almost unsaleable at home.
I "The price of fish on our local 
[markets is too high, and the fish= 
ling companies themselves should 
[establish markets to sell their own 
jjcatch if others fail to do so at rea- 
jsonable rates.”
IsPEECH ON RESOURCES 
I In a speech devoted chiefly to 
I the Province’s resources, Air Vice- 
gMarshal Stevenson warned that de- 
! spite the highest wages in the land,
I lumber and pulp industries were 
I producing profit from the forests 
I at a rate that might well indicate 
I the Government had under-esti- 
8 mated the value of forest resources. 
I "It should examine this matter 
1 carefully with a view to adjusting 
lour royalties before too many long- 
Iterm management licences are 
I granted,” he warned. "Perhaps some 
I sliding scale based on retail prices 
y might be appropriate.
■ "Price of local lumber and its 
ffl fabrication into homes and build- 
lings has passed ajl reasonable 
I limits.”'
I He considered it regrettable that 
| last year's Forest Act amendments 
g had not been allowed to stand over 
| in draft form for a year, so that

? A suggestion that if any increase | 
< in gasoline prices is found war-1 
| ranted, a definite time limit should! 
be placed on it was put forward] 
in the Legislature yesterday by Air 
Vice-Marshal L. F. Stevenson 
(Coalition, Point Grey).

Calling for action to end the 
I present supply deadlock, he said

jStates People 
Are Seeking 
Medical Aid

Premier Byron 
day afternoon v 
speech in the L< 
of the Coalition 

In it he is e 
in broad outlir 
detail than tha 
Speech from th 
gram of the G 

! present session. 
| Come to be k 
I speech,” the Pr 

considerably 
. fin the Session’s 

Sole speaker i 
iof the House,
I position Leader

CoalitionMrs. Nancy Hodges,
I Member for Victoria and president H 
| of the National Women's Liberal I 
Federation, flatly told the Legisla- B 
ture yesterday the people of British B 
Columbia were looking to the Gov-H 
emment to remove the haunting 9 
fear of hospital and medical bills. | 

I Mover of the motion that started 1 
the Throne Speech debate on its | 
way, Mrs. Hodges devoted the whole 1 

Iof her speech to social problems. 1 
| She warned the Government that I 
I solvency of hospitals was threatened |[ 
[unless more substantial help was J 
[given.
I Pointing particularly to the plight | 
iof white-collar workers and older | 
! people on fixed incomes caught by I 
1 rising living costs, she said there 1 
a was a growing demand for a con-1 
| tributary hospital and medical sys-1 
Item in the Province, and urged the! 
[Government to introduce its dwn[ 
[health insurance plan until the! 
[Federal Government puts • health| 
S insurance on a Dominion-xyide basis. | 
I ASKS REVISED SYSTEM 
I Declaring that present discrepan- a 
|cies in scales of allowances and pen-1 

Usions "just don’t make sense," Mrs. I 
«Hodges said the time was ripe fori 
|a thorough revision of the whole! 
Ssystem of payments, aimed at* 
$ standardization to remove present! 
I Inequalities and injustices. She 
P placed special emphasis on inade- 
I quacy of allowances to widows under 
I the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
| Taking up the cudgels for deserted 
S wives, Mrs. Hodges called for legls- 
5 lation to give dower rights to protect
■ their interest in their homes. She
■ said Provincial statistics showed an
■ alarming percentage of desertions 
land that, because married women in 
I most cases had no legal right to I 
I their homes, many men were taking] 
[advantage of the present law. j

is not a simple matter," he cau-S 
tioned.

Of the agriculture industry, he I 
said adjustments were needed tog 
meet home and export requirements! 
of the future, which looked as iff 
they would have small resemblance! 
to those of wartime and the years! 
immediately following.

He urged the Government to 1 
plead with Ottawa the cause of I 
hundreds of veterans who had estab- [ 
lished themselves in the poultry | 
industry under the Veterans’ Land] 
Act and were now facing ruin. I

"They were provided with chicks, | 
but not the necessary capital to] 
feed the birds until they reached 
the egg-producing stage,” the Point 
Grey member pointed out. "Now 
they are short of capital and their 
credit has reached its limits.”

Air Vice-Marshal Stevenson hadj 
opened his address with sweeping | 
condemnation of everything savor­
ing of Communism.

“The leaders of these subversive j 
forces crawled under their stones! 
during the war," he declared, “but 
they are again out in the open,, 
spreading their venomous idealism 
in far too many channels of our 
social and industrial life.”

j|| will be the solshould be for a limited period ton 
give oil companies time to cut their | 

I marketing costs and methods and| 
jinstal additional refining facilities. | 
I "I would suggest an endeavor bel 
imade to get the liquid fuel business! 
into a more competitive position,” I 
he added.

At the same time, Air Vice-Mar-j 
Sshal Stevenson, seconding the Ad- 
] dress in Reply motion, expressed a 
hope that the Government would 
explore every possible measure to 

[prevent further increase in price 
of milk.

j "Farmers as a group are opposed 
| to an increase, as they know from 
I past experience that consumption 

he declared.

\Forrm 
\Premi 
\Seen i
[ Two former 
[columbia with 
[were in the H 
[noon—one on 1 
[the other In ti 
[ John Hart, 
Hof Governmei 
H Johnson at th 
[retained his s 
fi given the pi 
| immediate ri 
[ benches. For 
I years of Leg 
I in the House 
I T. D. Patt
■ the Premiers! 
I Coalition can
■ watched proc
■ row shelf atx 
I Both he an
■ ary life memt 
I—the only tw
■ in 1946 Mr. P

j will drop,’
1 “The people who need milk sol 
] badly cannot afford to pay more. 
[The previous increase deprived ai 
good many of the milk they Should I 
[have had.”

(Provincial Milk Board will open 
hearings here March 8 on applica­
tion from primary producers and 
distributors for a new two-cent in­
crease on all grades.)

Deputy Speaker -B.C. States Jurisdiction 
\On Literature Not Clear
I Questions of provincial Juristic- crimes,' detrimental to the early 

education of youth.
She recalled that a delegation 

representing 33 parent-teacher as­
sociations and 85 other organisa- 
tient had received an encouraging 
reception from the Attomey-Oeneral 
last November, and had been'led 
to hope that necessary. législatif 
would be brought In this session.

He said discussions were still go-
ig on between his department and 
»t of the Minister of Justice, with 

view to clearing the way for 
ritish Columbia to trh* in its own

Thla statement by the Attceney- 
*neral wee In answer to Mrs. 
ancy Hodges (Cln, Victoria), who 
ad expressed a hope that regula- 
uy legislation would be possible 
>ls session, with "enough teeth in

Today in the 
Legislature

I pm.—Debate on Address 
in Reply to the Throne 
Speech continuée.

Harold E. Winch -(C.OJ. 
Vancouver Bast), leader of 
the Opposition, win be the 
sole speaker.

Thomas A. Love, veteran
papenmn and former mayor
Grand Forks, yesterday was

by Finance
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Friday Chosen 
For Premier’s 
First Address

Premier Byron Johnson on Prl-j 
day afternoon will make his firsr 
speech In the Legislature as leadei 
of the Coalition Government.

In it he Is expected to discloj 
in broad outline, but In greater) 
detail than that contained in the! 
Speech from the Throne, the pro-j 
fcram of the Government for “**' 
present session.

Come to be known as the "policy! 
speech,” the Premier's address will?j 
jtfc considerably earlier than usual! 
Wn the Session's order of business. ■

Sole speaker at tomorrow’s sitti 
of the House, he will follow C. 
position Leader Harold Winch, wh 

I Will be the sole speaker today.

Former B.C. • 
Premiers 
Seen in House

Two former Premiers of British I
I Columbia within less than a decade | 

were in the House yesterday after-g 
noon—one on the floor of the House, § 
the other in the press gallery.
John Hart, who turned over reins 
of Government to Premier Byron 
Johnson at the end of last year, but 
retained his seat in the House, was 
given the place of honor to the 
immediate right of the treasury 
benches. For the first time in 22 
years of Legislative duty, he was 
in the House as a private member.
T. D. Pattullo, who surrendered!

I the Premiership to Mr. Hart when! 
Coalition came into being in 1941, gj 
watched proceedings from the nar-g 
row shelf above Mr. Speaker.
Both he and Mr. Hart are honor-]

I ary life members of the press gallei 
—the only two—and since his defeat] 
in 1946 Mr. Pattullo has consistent! 
exercised hie i

Winch Hits Coalition 'Iron Curtain' 
Around Gasoline Prices, Taxes Data

“Indecision, inactivity, stumbling 
uncertainty, and a reliance on a 
self-hypnotic suggestion of invulner­
ability" were labels pinned on the 
Coalition Government by C.C.F. Op­
position Leader Harold E. Winch 
in the Legislature yesterday.

First Opposition contribution to 
I the Throne Speech debate, his two- 
8 hour address without assistance of 
I notes boiled down to a sweeping con- 
gdemnation of almost everything 
I the Government has done.

He called the Coalition "Irresolute 
and lacking in courage,” and 
charged that it had been derelict 
in its responsibilities, with the 
result that the people of the prov­
ince were facing a situation that 
could have been avoided by far­
sighted preparedness for the in­
evitable problems following cessa-1 
tion of hostilities.

At the same time the Opposition’s 
impassioned No. 1 orator threw at 
the Government a charge that in 
the last two or three months it 
had utilized “iron curtain” tactics 
to deny the Opposition access to 
records, reports, contracts and 
agreements that had freely been 
given when John Hart was Premier. 
CRIES FOR JUSTICE 

“We read the cries of municipal!-1
I tics for justice and-appeals for as-1 

sistance in the cost of schooling.” heg 
said.

“The Maclean Assessment Com-
Imission report has been in the I 

hands of the Government for twol 
or three weeks. It has not been| 
made phbltc.

“Not only that, but the Leader I
I of the Opposition has been refused! 
any access to it whatsoever, though! 
it is a matter that will have to beg 

discussed in the House.”
He declared the same tactics had! 
been used in connection with gaso-i 
line price investigations—a matter g 
that was going to cost the people g 
$3,000,000 on the first price in­

crease alone.
"The public are entitled to know I
I the facts justifying that increase, I 

if it was justified,” Mr. Winch as-' 
serted. “Hie public. got merely a I 
statement from the Premier that it g 

was Justified.”
He said he had never been refused g

I access to statements of the B.C. I 
Electric Railway Company, but had| 
not been allowed to see oil com­
panies’ submissions to the Petro-j 

leum Control Board, and added:
“I think that is a wrong prtn-g

Iciple, and one that should be chal-1 
lenged.”

Turning to social security pro-j 
Iposais, he declared it was high! 
I time the .Government stopped giving! 
Ithe excuse that it was "up to| 
■ Ottawa.”

I ADMINISTER OWN
Ilf the Government intended tog 

bring down a cdntributary hospital-1 
lz&tlon plan, he counselled it tog 
frame one that would be admin­
istered by the province Itself, not g 

tied in with the Blue Cross.
"The Blue Cross plan costs ag 
single man $15 a year and a marrie* 
man $33 for hospital coverage. Wej 
in British Columbia can lay doi 
a provincial plan that will not < 
as much as that," he maintt

Itotal of 722 000 ÎLE? <TmatedS
wowoo now klng JàagMM 

iPravlnce „nd munlcipalltle, v *

Initait b?! ‘ cou,d Provide for hos-1land w! UnU1 "°ttawa wakes up] 
Iplan.''6 a" Ue « Dominion!

mLtr,,rtogth^h~l

education costs
I problem °f thC whole municipal IIwincTj^r °' edUCatton'' Mr.f

kz? “

I
 He called for establishment of 
Ziml" asses5mcnt board, a uni-1 form assessment policy for the wh2l

(
 Mr.wmeh did not consider it poe-l 
|‘ble to remove all education cost I

hôùidVLhênX.10 C°ntr,bUte|

»hJh.l'aCt WaSl he declared, that I^veMePfrnWerC "0t eetti,,g mough| 
h!rf, f exploitation of their 1 heritage In natural resources. * 
Last year, he stated. Consolidated Inrom”fCon’pan5' made] 

he m‘ Tflt ,rom “Potation of Ib23 om the province of 123,- *
P23.000, paid «718.307 to the oro-1jvincial treasury. ^ I

HIGH PROFITS
k7ta8 30iMaCM‘llan ComPany made I 
*7.128394 net profit, paid $102 577 in Iroyalties and stumpege and llîe "

|ooo,mTT,e.COmpared w,th « Ï

I
, "pe Government la naglectlna I roajor sources of revenue while big | 
operators are declaring I

profits," he commented. “
■■”-th<> blg .provincial revenue 

surpluses reported in the last ah rear», only «4.300,000 no, rJZlntd 

and that, Mr. winch 
•«serted, called for an explanationtL^teJ1^' He ma^»d

OOoTfï™ “PProprlaUhg Ms,.
IwtxkT ,h.L rV“ for Publlcl* 8hWW haV«l

I
2.*" 01 =Peech,I™cia, dl^rlSZ ° l

srr proïincbu°Ei«:|

discovered to 1'regularitiesI

ufblie Insurance In place of t

Today in the 
Legislature

3 pan.—Throne Speech de­
bate continues.

Premier Byron Johnson will 
be the sole speaker, delivering 
his first speech in the House 
as Government leader.

Data Sought 
By Member

1. E. Winch, veteran C.CJ*. mem-1 
| her for Burnaby, wants a lot of in-1] 
1 formation from the Government S 
■ about conduct of British Columbia's! 
l| various institutions.

Each session Mr. Winch bombards 
the Provincial Secretary with ques­
tions on institutional care and wel­
fare matters generally, and already 
he has filed more than a score on 
which he wants an answer before 
the present session ends.

He is seeking a complete picture Ë 
of Government measures to combat | 
drug addiction; much information| 
as to what goes on inside OakaUâ;| 
details of capacity, staffing and| 
treatment in mental and tuber-|i 
culosis institutions and the Provin-ij 
cial Hospital, and figures covering | 
payments under the Workmen’s! 
Compensation Act.

mu.
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lew Doukhobor Body Plannet 
jLegislature Advised by Winch

Warnings that there were move-1 
«ente afoot In the Interior to build j 

Sup a new Doukhobor group to defy j I law and order were sounded in the I 
■Legislature yesterday by Opposition |
| Leader Harold Winch.

Mr. Winch read to the House a I 
I translation of a letter signed “J. J.6 
fjveregin” that he said was being F 

circulated in the Interior, setting |
! out plans for a new group under jj 
; an inducement of immunity from g 
' police control.

•That letter urger Doukhobors È 
’ not to be naturalized by any coun- |j 
try, not to take any oath of al­
legiance, and if they have served | 

;}in the armed forces, to renounce jj 
| j that ' service and turn in their J 
| medals—and to pay $17 a year tog 
I J. J. Veregin,,, the Opposition leader g 
I informed the House.

Then he read extracts from an-8 
| other letter being circulated in the kj 
| Interior declaring that “man-made.
| laws are superficial and false and g 
] cannot be endured.”

The C.C.F. leader said Douk-| 
phobor outrages had cost the people | ’ 
|of the province $1,000,000 already ’ 
y and that the Government had been 
Ï derelict in allowing them to eon-| 
j tinue so long.

"Many of the rank and file have! 
| gone to Jail, but their leaders are 
I still going free," he said. "There M 
lare fears that a group in the In- 
ïterlor Is planning and plotting to$ 
| carry on the outrages they 
| before the Royal Commission 1 
I would do if they thought it neees-|

Mr. Winch was referring to hear-| 
Sings before Judge H. j. Sullivan.

He said a serious situation was »- 
s developing, and urged the Gov-9
gemment to release the Sullivan re-| 
a port and consult the Legislature ong 
Ithe best method of handling 
1 situation.
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Hospital Measure 
To Be Submitted

Rail Extension

To B.C. Legislaturi

Parley Slated 
During Spring

Will Come Up at Present Session 
Johnson Says in Policy Speech

Measures designed to bring hospitalization “wlthinl 
s the financial reach of the people" will be submitted to| 
i the British Columbia Legislature this session, Premie 
; Byron Johnson announced in his policy speech In thel 
j House yesterday. , I

How the new hospltalliation British Columbia wme making fin-g
J scheme will be set up and adminls- 
l tered, the Premier did not suggest 
yin fact he told the Legislature a 
'} scheme has not yet been worked 
gout, but will be this session.

He said action was required in 
| two directions:

1. Revenue sources of hospitals 
| must be pooled to provide adequate 
\ services for the money available.

3. Administration of hospitals re­
quires more strict examination to! 
jj ensure that maximum service is ob­
it tained for money expended.
] PREMIER HOPEFUL

In addition, the Premier said he 
vas “hopeful” that the Dominion 

| would be willing to share in the cost 
|i of hospital construction, so that fin­

ancial concessions through the tax g 
agreement to what were termed | 
'less fortunate provinces," while at I 
the same time being compelled to! 
assume a very large share of their 1 
social services because of emigration | 
of their people to this coast.

As a result of increased health I 
and welfare services, costs had risen g 
in this Province from $9,300,000 in I 
1945-46 to an estimated $19,346,0001 
in 1948-49.

Meanwhile, Ottawa collected $139,- 
958,000 in British Columbia last year j 
from income, corporation and sue-1 
cession duty taxes, gave back $23,-1 
000,000, or only 16 per cent.

Negotiations for extension of thel 
■pacific Great Eastern Railway into j
■ Peace River district on a partner-1
■ ship basis with Ottawa and thel 
||two transcontinental railways will | 
Ibe resumed this Spring.
I John Hart, who started them be- i 
I fore he resigned the premiership of l
■ British Columbia, will carry them I 
Ion when O.P.R. President W. M.| 
I Neal returns to Canada, Premier I 
1 Byron Johnson told the House yes- 
|terday.
_ He said that although a general I 
I survey had been made and sufficient I
■ data assembled to determine routes I 
I and costs, many final adjustments | J would have to be made before con- | 
Istruction commenced.
- “In the past, surveys have been 
1 too hurried and revisions omitted l
■ which would have saved hundreds I 
1 of thousands of dollars. It is our | 
I desire to obviate belated revisions,"
| Mr. Johnson stated.
_ Surveys of coal resources were 
■continuing to bring to light a 1 
■greater volume of coal. Analyses I
■ had proved to railroad officials the F 
| province’s early claim to an ex- j
■ tremely high grade, the Premier | 

aid.

t mediate accommodation require-1 
i meats could be met, and prépara- fi 
j tions made for increased demands I 
! should the Dominion implement a | 

health insurance measure.
He maintained that British Co-1 

I lumbia’s tax agreement signed with I 
| Ottawa last year could only be fair I 
to this Province if the Dominion I 

I Government agreed to bear a larger I 
share of the cost of old age pen-1 

j «ions; Implement a system of com-1 
pulsory contributory superannua-j 
tton; give financial assistance in I 
the construction of hospitals and I 
join with the provinces In a system] 

j of health Insurance.
"If these measures are not forth-1

More Refining Facilities Sought] 

For Gasoline in B.C., House Told

I coming,” he said, "then the Province I 
lwOl be compelled to meet the morel 
I emergent problems by Implementing | 
I restricted scheme» of it» own."

Earlier, the Premier said the Fed-1 
I era! Government'» failure to carry I 

the Green Book proposals I 
ma this Province In a very dll-1 
lit situation.”

He said only part at the ] 
n’« promised social ■ 

i had been put into i

Government intention to pr»»s 
for expansion of gasoline refining 
faoUltlw in British Columbia was 
announced by Premier Byron John­
son in the Legislature yesterday.

Ha told the House increased re. 
finery capacity ultimately would 
overcome present Inequalities that 

; made fixing of gasoline prices diffi­
cult

Th» three cents interim Incresee 
tilowsd in January gave to those 

I companies selling only British Go- 
lumbla refined gasoline a reasonable 
nroflt, but it was claimed that 
those depending on heavy impor­
tations of refined fuel still sus- 
tained heavy loss.

"It is felt that to grant any ln- 
I cease beyond what has been given 

requires a further examination of i 
the company books, and this the 

| Government propose» to do

.

He said Touch * Company, char-g 
tered accountants examining 
company operations for ths Petrol, I 
turn Control Board, reported thatjj 
despite the three cents 'increase, | 
one company would lose lioa.Ml U| 
volume of buslnaw in. IMS were I 
to be the same as 1*47.

"Since the demand Is Increasing, I 
It can be assumed that the lose would! 
be even greater," Mr. Jobnsob| 
pointed out.

"The Government feels that it hail 
gone a* far as it can possibly go fori 
the moment. However, it wishes to I 
give every assurance that the pub-1 
lie's interests will be protected with| 
respect to prie»,

"It Is the desire of the Govern­
ment that oil companies should en­
joy » reasonable profit, but 
an excessive one. At the same I 
the Government le desirous that thel 

■ Publie should be supplied with

Small Re 
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Small Revenue Surplus i 
Faces B.C., Says Premier

Standing Committees 
Set Up in Legislature

The Legtilature yesterday set up Labor—Dr. GUUa, W. J. Johnson, 
Its Itandini committees lor the sea- w. D. Smith, L. P. Stevenson, X. R. 
slon, In readiness for committee MaoDougall, A. J, McDonell, J, Ù 

work to be begun next week. Webster, Mrs. Nancy Hodges (Cln.
Committees, with the first-named Victoria), H. J. Welch, X C, Hope, 

in each case as chairman, are as Thomas Uphill, Herbert oar grave, 
follows: A. J. Turner, I. E. Winch (C.CP,

Standing Orders and Private Bills Burnaby), and Samuel Guthrie.
-C. W. Morrow (Cln, North Oka- w Social Welfareanfi Education - 
nagan), D. a Brown (Gin, Bur- Mrs. Rolston, Mrs. Hodges, James 
rard), A. J. McDonell (Cln., Van- Mowat, Dr. Glllls, Dr. Green, Dr. 
couver Centre), James Mowat (Gin., ^Mrd, W. D. Smith, B. E. Winch,j 
Albeml), J. H. Cates (Cln, North RandolPh Harding, and John Mc-

'him T .T TRnlst.on rnin. Innls.

Of all British Columbia's huge, 
revenue surpluses—more than $10,- 
000,000 in the last fiscal year alone 
—little more than $300,000 remains 
uncommitted.

Premier Byron Johnson made that 
disclosure in his policy speech In 
the House yesterday.

“This means that there is little 
or no reserve left with which to 
meet the abnormal economic con­
ditions now confronting the Prov­
ince," he declared.

While the House was left in ignor­
ance as to the Government’s atti­
tude towards imposition of a sales 
tax, the Premier's concluding state­
ment on financial problems was 
taken as an indication that such a 
move is likely.

This Is what he said:
"I am sure members will realise 

why the Government is deeply con­
cerned . . . and why it is so 
necessary that our revenues should 
be Increased, if vse are to maintain 
our public services, particularly 
those affecting social welfare, edu­
cation, municipalities and public 
works, at the high standard the 
public has Insisted upon."
TWO AVENUES

Later on, he said, increasing re­
quirements could only be met by 
increased revenues on the one hand 
and restraint in expenditures on
the other.

Reviewing the financial operations 
of the Province, Premier Johnson
disclosed that estimated expendi­

tures for the fiscal year ending this
H month would total

Make* Policy Speech

dolph Harding (C.CP, Kaslo-Slo- 
can).

Public Accounts and Printing— 
W. A. C. Sennet- (Gin., South Oka­
nagan), Thomas King (Cln., Colum­
bia), A. J. McDonell, A. R. Mac- 
Dougall, Thomas Love (Cln., Grand 
Forks-Greenwood), H. J, Welch

bert Gargrave (C.CP, Columbia), 
J. H. Corsbie (C.ÇF., Peace Elver), 
and H. E. Winch.

Agriculture—Thomas King, A. C. 
Hope (Cln., Delta), C. W. Morrow, 
L. P. Stevenson (Cln., Point Grey), 

Salmon Arm),

PREMIER BYRON JOHNSON
Who delivered his first speech ini 

Legislature yesterday since be as­
sumed premiership of British Co- 

I lumbia. In policy speech, Premier 
[Johnson indicated new taxes were 
jin store for province. A. B. Ritchie (Cln..

Dr. F. W. Green (Cln., Granbrook), 
Omdr. O. T. Beard (Cln., Esquimau), 
W. A. C. Bennett, J. H. Corsbie, E. 
P. Rowland (C.CP., Omineca), Ran­
dolph Harding, and John Mclnnls 
(O.C.P., Port George).
MINING, RAILWAYS 

Mining and Railways—T. A. Love, 
W. J. Johnson (Cln., Reveslstoke),

Expect Budget 
For March 17

W. D.'Smith (Cln, Atlln), J. L. Web­
ster (Cln., Rossland-Trail), Dr. J, 
J. GUIis (Cln., Yale), James Mowat, 
H. J. Welch. Dr. R. R. Laird (Cln., 
^imllkameen), Thomas Uphill (Lab., 
Femie), Samuel Guthrie (C.CP.,

$65,644,000 
fiipjjgt a $58,000,000 budget and 
against actual expenditures of $46,- 
900,000 in 1646-47.

Every indication, he said, pointed 
to a further substantial Increase in

March 17 has been tentatively set 
by the Government as budget day 
in the Legislature.

Present plans call for the Throne 
Speech debate to be wound up on 
Tuesday, March 16, and the formal 
resolution to "ie put to the House to 
clear the way for Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscemb to bring down his 
budget the next afternoon. There 

,Ls a possibility, however, that the 
main debate may carry on for an 
extra day.

Tempo of the debate will be raised

- ____ Samuel Guthrie (C.CP.,
Gowichan-Newcastle), J, H. Cors­
bie, and E. F. Rowland.

Forestry and Fisheries — H. J. 
Welch, J. H. Cates, L. F. Stevenson, 
Dr. F. W. Green. A. B Ritchie, 
James Mowat, Cmdr. C. T. Beard, 
Thomas King, W. A. C. Bennett, 
Herbert Gargrave, W. H. Brett 
(C.CP., Prince Rupert), and John 
Mclnnls.

Municipal Affairs—A. C. Hope, J.j 
H. Cates, D. C. Brown, T, A. Love,| 
C. W. Morrow, A. B. Ritchie, W. A. 
b. Bennett, Mrs. Rolston, W. J. 
Johnson, Samuel thitbrie, A. J.| 
Turner, and Herbert Gargrave.

! expenditures during the coming

‘ unappropriated surplus at April 
1, 1644, amounted to $16,385,940. 
Each year since then other surpluses 
had been added, bringing the total 
to $41,936,374 last March 91.

Anticipated surplus for the fiscal 
year now ending was $356,000, mak­
ing an over-all total of $42,291,3734 

But the premier went on to tell 
House that appropriations had 

^diminished the account that only 
$4,661,374 remained, • nearly all of 
Ifhich had been committed for school 

school

nex*t week, with three or four speak-1 
ers scheduled for each day.

Provisional lists for the first four 
days of the week are:

Monday—R. A. MacDougall (Cln., 
Point Grey), E. F. Rowland (C.C.F., 
Omineca), and A. C. Hope (Cln., 
Delta).

Tuesday—W. D. Smith (Cln., At­
lln), J. H. Corsbie (C.CP., Peace 
River), A. B. Ritchie (Cln., Salmon 
Arm), and W. H. Brent (C.CP., 
Prince Rupert).

ruction. When these 
fitments were met, the surplus 
l be reduced to little ritare than

i enumerated appropriations 
l the surplus account since 
adding up to a total of $37,630,- 
and concluded that it was 

urent the surplus account “was 
to finance many capital under­

age as well as expenditures 
h normally would have been 
iced by consolidated revenue."
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|A id to Municipalities Ends This Year I 
Until Goldenburg Plan Implemented

Municipalities be given further
assistance by the Provincial Govern­
ment this year, but it will be thej 
Government's last act to aid them 
until they themselves have put Into 
effect recommendations of the Oold- 
enberg Report.

That was the olunt statement 
made by Premier Byron Johnson in 
the Hbuse yesterday.

He did not explain what form the 
new assistance will take.

Nor did he give any indication as 
to what the Province hi tends to do 
ibout education costs.
Dealing with the Golden berg Re- 
irt, he said the Provincial Govern-1

J
ment had implemented all its rec­
ommendations with only one excep­
tion, that dealing with main trunk 
roads passing through municipal

"This recommendation is be big 
studied with a view to determining || 
the most equitable manner in which 
to carry them out," he told the

He said the Government had 
passed legislation making It possible 
for municipalities to carry out rec­
ommendations affecting their own 
administration, and that "so far not 
one municipality has implemented 
those recommendations."
NOT DETERMINED 

It, therefore, could not be deter­
mined what the real improvement 
In provincial-municipal affairs would 
be until all the findings had been 
Implemented.

"There is one thing that is cer-1 
tain," the Premier continued. "A| 
basis must be found whereby mu­
nicipalities can operate without con-1 
stantly appealing to the Province for| 

financial aid.
“The Government feels that the) 

_junlclnallt!es should fulfill their 
end of the undertaking as outlined J 
in the Ooldenberg Report.

“In addition, the Government is] 
prepared to submit to the Legls- ■ 

measures for granting still I 
further assistance. That aid, 1 feell 
sure, will meet the desires of the] 
municipalities.

"In giving them this assurance, I 
however, let me say that the ait] I 
will be considered final.

"No other plea could possibly be 
given serious consideration unless 
the municipalities themselves have 

I taken action to assume those re- 
outlined In the Golden-

Report”
Be appealed to all school districts 

to exercise greater restraint In 
school expenditures, particularly on 

buildings.
"Reason must prevail in 

liters, otherwise the education! 
tin will get far beyond thej 

Ity of the taxpayer to 
er Johnson warned.

«traction costs were 
I of line, and until ‘

----------live and

Is the Policy?
If one were to deduce what may be the 

Provincial Government’s policy from Premier 
Johnson’s “policy speech” in the British Co­
lumbia Legislature yesterday one would be 
forced to the conclusion that it will be to 
tax more, spend more and stave off the muni­
cipalities and others by promises left in 
blank. Thus the municipalities are promised 
help of an unstated variety which will meet 
their desires; the public is promised hospital 
relief , in blank: and motorists are assured 
that their interests will not be forgotten on 
the disputed price and volume of gasoline.

In the same breath, Premier Johnson states 
that the municipalities must fend for them­
selves by implementing the provisions of the 
Golden berg report (presumably the business 
tax) ; that the oil distributing companies 
importing gasoline into British Columbia 
are losing money; that this Province cannot 
do much about hospitals or social services 
until Ottawa first acts: and finally that the 
British Columbia Treasury (with $42,291,- 
374 of reported revenue surpluses as at 
March 31) has only $300,000 left that 
it can call its own. It is all very puzzling, 
particularly the suggestion that the Province 
itself spent almost $20,000,000 in one year 
over and above the voted appropriations of 
the Legislature.

One questions what comfort the eighty 
municipalities of the province will derive 
from the Government’s latest pledge in their 
favor, thus: "The Government feels that the 
municipalities should fulfil their end of the 
undertaking as outlined in the Goldenberg 
report. In addition thereto the Government 
is prepared to submit to the Legislature 
measures for granting still further assistance. 
That aid, I feel sure, will meet the desires of 
the municipalities." What aid, and when 
and how will it be applied?

On hospitalization, Premier Johnson’s re­
marks were even more nebulous. He said, 
in part: "The Government has been engaged 
in a study of this problem and proposes to 
submit to the House, for its consideration, 
measures designed to bring hospitalization 
within the financial reach of the people.” 
That is a wide promise for a treasury that 
now pleads exhaustion and the necessity for 
further taxation immediately.

Even if there had been no "policy speech" 
the leader of the newly-formed Coalition 
Government would have been expected to 
say something. We cannot help but feel 
that he has not said it yet. What is the 
policy? How will it be applied? When 
will it be carried out? The taxpayers are in no 
mood to stand for further $65,000,000 bud- 
jets in bUnk. The municipalities, with their 

must know what figures to 
lir current tax bills. Just where

TUESDAY, MARCH 9,

Today in the 
Legislature

3 p.m.—Throne Speech de­
bate continues.

Speakers — J. H. Corsbie 
(C.C.F., Peace River), W. D. 
Smith (Coalition, Atlin), A. B. 
Ritchie (Coalition, Salmon 
Arm) and W. H. Brett (C.C.F., 
Prince Rupert).

First Message Bill 
Appears in House

First message bill of this year’s 
j session of the Legislature was In­
troduced in the House by Municipal 
Affairs Minister R. C. MacDonald 
yesterday, and given first reading.

It is a bill to validate the 1947 
election of commissioners of the 
village municipality of Osoyoos.

Winch Agrees 
To Withdraw 
House Motion
A motion calling for return of', 

all documents and submissions by l 
oil companies on which the Gov* | 
eminent based its January th 
cent gasaine price increase 
withdrawn by Opposition Leade 
Harold E. Winch in the House J 
terday.

Last week Mr. Winch clu 
the Government with "iron 
tain” tactics in denying him m 
to various records.

Yesterday he said he had 
assured by Premier Byron Jo" 
that the information requ..^. 
would be made available to him.

Sees Monopoly 
As Threat 
To Resources

British Columbia's timber 
i sources are in danger of monopf| 
listic control by a few big operate 

That was the warning sounds— 
in the House yesterday by A. C.i 
Hope (Coalition, Delta).

It was the second the Govern?! 
ment has heard from among it* 
own supporters this session.

Last week Air Vice-Marshal L. L 
Stevenson (Coalition, Point Grey 
said profits were being made t 
might indicate the Government L 
under-estimated the valu* of 
forests; hinted the GovemmL-, 
might have been a bit too hgsty ir. 
its Forest Act amendments a yea 
ago, to the advantage of big ovei 
small operators.

Yesterday Mr. Hope said he under­
stood there were to be some chanj 
and cautioned Lands and Fori 
Minister E. T. Kenney to look 
them very carefully.

“We read of certain Interests | 
ting very large blocks, and one w_ 
ders if at some time in the futur|
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Big Municipal Public Works Projects
Are Needed, Says Point Grey MemberSpeech de-

Financial difficulties of munici-j 
palities bulked largely in the Throne [ 
Speech debate in the House yester-[ 

iday.
A. R. MacDougall (Cln., Vancou-I 

! ver-Point Grey), called them the I 
"Cinderellas of the Canadian econ-j 
omy,” said members of the Ex-1 
ecutive Council might get tired of I 
their annual pleas, but pointedly! 
reminded the Government .that:

“The pleas of the municipalities]
to f

H. Corsbie 
ver), W. D. 
Atlin), A B. 
i, Salmon 
Irett (C.C.F.,

jit may be,” he went on. 
j “The municipalities have very 
limited scope in taxation. They 
are all in need of greatly increased | 
funds, both for capital and cur­
rent spending.”

Returning to provincial problems, 
Mr. MacDougall declared it was 
time Ottawa took

Coalition Member Backs 
Imposition of Sales Tax

substantial 
share in highway costs. It should 
assume responsibility for a trans- 
Canada highway and contribute to 
jcost of- construction of highways 
| generally.
j He said it was easy to be critical 
of British Columbia highways in 
comparison with those of Washing-

j A. R. MacDougall (Cln., Vancou- 
jver-Point Grey) is the Legislature's 
[first member to come out in the 
[open in favor of imposition of a 
[Provincial retail sales tax.

There has been much talk re­
cently of a sales tax as the new 
revenue source Premier

“It should be welcomed by prop­
erty taxpayers, farmers and home 
owners, and those who wish to be­
come home owners — the group 
which ipays a major part of the cost 
of government.

“These people should realize that 
a retail sales tax more equitably 
spreads the tax burden within that 
group than does a property tax. The 
reasonable certainty that taxes on 
real property are not going to in­
crease, because of this new immedi­
ate source of revenue, must be an 
incentive for those who wish to 
own their own homes and farms*

A retail sales tax was a pay-as- 
you-go tax, he concluded. The aver­
age man could go to sleep every 
night knowing that his sales tax 
liability to date had been liquidated.

Speaking of the Province’s $15,- 
000,000 liquor revenue in the last 
fiscal year, Mr. MacDougall said?

“Those profits are becoming so 
large, and constitute such a big 
proportion of our total income, that 
it is becoming an unhealthy sign in 
our economy and is in itself argu­
ment for new sources of revenue.*

House j
of this year’s 

lature was ln- 
* by Municipal 
C. MacDonald 

i first reading. 
Udate the 1947 
sioners of the 
of Osoyoos.

Ûieir parent body are probably H 
louder and recently have note 

been made more often than theffl 
pleas of this Government to the! 
Federal authority.”

| He said there must be an im-l 
mediate adjustment between Fed-g 
eral, provincial and municipal en-5 
titles.

If they were to emerge from the I 
backwoods state, the municipalities I 
would have to embark on large I 
public works programs, and “inas-1 
much as they are creatures of I 
this Legislature,” their financing I 

I could not be divorced from provin-1 
jcial financing.

At the same time, he joined 1 
I Premier Byron Johnson in warn-j 
ling school districts against em-l 
I barking on a “spree of new school I 
I buildings" in days of high con-fl 
I struction costs.
I BLAMES PROVINCE 
I But, he said, if that plea went! 
unheeded, the fault would lie with! 

I the provincial administration itself J 
I for having pledged itself in advance I 
I to implement the Cameron Report, I 
| matching new school costs dollar 
I for dollar.
8 That, Mr. MacDougall declared,] 
I offered too big a temptation to a 
I school district that might not be 
SI able to afford $500,000 for new 
I schools, but could afford $250.000,] 
i knowing the province would have] 
I to find the test.
j Touching on British Columbia’s 
| own financial problems, he said the 

sum the province was called dh to 
spend on education and social ser-

Johnson
Isays the Province must find, but it 
remained for the Point Grey Pro­
gressive - Conservative member to 
propose it in the House.

He said a sales tax would meet 
the increased demands of education 
and social services.

If part of it were given to the 
j municipalities it would give them 
Ian expanding revenue based on in- 
Icreased population and the pros­
perity of the whole Province.
| Anticipating opposition, he said a 
[great deal of it would come from 
[“the very sources who are constantly 
[badgering the Government for in- 
gcreased social service and social 
[assistance grants.”
Inot impressed •

I Mr. MaclJougall said he was not 
[impressed with the argument that 
la sales tax would bear more heavily 
Ion the man of small income than 
Ion the affluent.
I. “As a matter of fact,” he main- 
jtained, “assistance to the aged and 
j needy and unfortunate is predicated ; 
on the imposition of such a tax. i

ton State, but sight should not be 
lost of the fact" that the United 

! States Government contributed very 
the state highways,| largely to 

whereas Ottawa did nothing in this] 
province.

Later in the afternoon A. C. Hope 
(Cln., Delta) declared that while 

[main cities might get substantiali 
revenue from implementation of the j 
Goldenberg Commission’s business 
tax proposals, benefit to smaller ; 
municipalities
would be negligible—little

and rural areas | 
more 1

I than they derived now from trade | 
licences.
HITS PROVINCE

He said it was all very well for 1 
Premier Johnson to talk about! 
municipalities putting their houses! 
in order, but it was time the prov-1 
ince did that to its own. 

j A very important part of the 1 
commission’s recommendations was! 
that the Government should accept I 

I responsibility for main highways 1 
! running through organized areas. 1 
, “That has not been done.” hefl 
I said, "and from information I have! 
it now seems doubtful whether it I 
will be done this year.”

He claimed municipalities should 1 
not have to bear any cost of as-1 

Isistance to old-age pensioners, yets 
j they were still having to meet 20 r 
[per cent of the coft of medical care, | 
[plus “a lot of administration.” ;

Then he maintained that munici-1 
palities and school boards had been! 
taking “a little too much criticism,” \ 

| that the tax load was not equitable I 
as between organized and unorgan-1 
ized territory.

Additional annual grants to muni- 5 
cipalities for school purposes in the ; 
last 20 years roughly equalled the ' 
additional $5,000,000 in municipal | 
tax levy; but in the same period ^ 

lj*xts collected in unorganized areas’ 
[had dropped from $3,261,700 to $2,- 
800.000.

I Declaring the province did not 
I need “any more commissions to 
[make any more reports,” he called
8 for setting up of a committee of
9 representatives of the Education 
! Department, Municipal Affairs De- 
g partaient, and Union of B.G. Muni- 
I cipalities to bring down a sound 
I assessment policy that would elim- 
linate present overlapping.
I “If that had been done in the 
Ifirst place there would be none of 
I this trouble," he added, ^

for return of 
submissions by j 
rhich the Gov- j 
January three-M 
: increase was] 
xxsition Leader 
the House ye$-j

Winch chargt 
ith “iron cu 

y in g him ecce

he had
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Gasoline Price Control Removal 
Is Suggestion Made to House

Removal of provincial gasoline He told of exasperated United; 
[price controls, leaving it to competi- States visitors canceling holidays 
tion to hold prices down, was sug- and returning to the States when 
gested in the Legislature yesterday they found they could not get 
by A. R. MacDougall (Cln., Van- enough gasoline in Vancouver, 
cou ver-Point Grey). And he reminded the Govem-

He said he realized that such a ment that with every gallon of gaso- 
move might lead to a combine, but line sold in the Province yielding 
[pointed out that the Dominion ten cents in revenue, it took “no 
Combines Investigation Act could mathematical wizard to deduce that 
take care of that. any drop in sales means a serious

I “No one wants to pay more for drop in revenues.”
[any commodity than he is obliged He 8aid he 8aw no reason why 
to do, but why gasoline should be ^he Coal and Petroleum Products 
singled out to be sold at a loss Is control Act should not be repealed 
more than I can understand," the this year, or its operations sus- 
[Progressive-Conservative member pended subject to the power of the

lable to him.

vices was entirely disproportloriatè| 
to provincial revenue.

"The Dominion should for all time! 
relieve the burden of old-age pen-1 
sions and the like,” he asserted.! 
“However, it seems obvious that! 
we cannot hope that this will bel 
done within the coming year.” 1

While pleased to hear Premier! 
Johnson promise more aid to muni-1 
cipalities this year, Mr. MacDougalljj 
said he was “intrigued” to hear! 
him saÿ this assistance would be| 
final, at least until Goldenberg| 
Commission recommendations were! 
implemented by the municipalities.!

“I must say I was slightly sur- ] 
prised to hear this,” he laid. “Itj 
seems, to say the least, cruel of | 
a parent to bring a child into be­
ing and then, at any stage of its 
existence, to proclaim that under 

[no circumstances will that child 
|receive a parent’s consideration in] 
| the future.”
NEED BASIS

| He maintained that assistance 
| must be based on a yardstick en- 
[abling municipalities to anticipate 
[an expanding source of revenue.
| “It is unthinkable that final as- 
| sistance would take the form of I 
I any static grant, or even by sharing

a’s timber rt- 
ger of monopb* 
ew big operators, 
earning sounded 
erday by A. C. 
elta).
nd the Govern-: 
from among its 
session. '■

ce-Marshal L. F. 
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jeing made that 
Government had 
tie value of its 
he Government 
bit too hasty in 

mdments a year 
tage of big over

tented.
With many oil companies oper­

ating in the Province, there was 
nothing in the nature of a mon- : 
opoly. That being so, and if price 
controls were removed, the situa­
tion should correct itself, and the 
petroleum Control Board would be 
extricated from the "Invidious posi­
tion of having to decide what mar­
gin of profit is proper, not only for 
the industry as a whole but for this 
company or that, because there is 
a wide discrepancy between ôper-

pe said he under­
lie some
nds and Foi
nney to look

ations.
Mr. MacDougall joined his Point! 

Grey colleague, L. P. Stevenson, ! 
Who spoke last week, in warning the 
Province of the grave effect of the 
gasoline shortage on the tourist in* j
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Report B.C. Considering Alternative 
To Sales Tax for Budget Balancing]

Searching for means to balance its budget, the 
I Provincial Govermpent is reported to be considering an 
! alternative to imposition of a sales tax that would not 
place any additional burden on the public.

Coalition caucus is expected to hear this week 
proposals that the $10,000,000 needed to balance the 
budget should be obtained by diverting approximately that| 
amount from surplus revenues already appropriated for 
other purposes. ........

Last year the House approved a 9 
$15,000,000 appropriation from the| 
account for a three-year program | 
of highway construction and recon-1 
struction at the rate of roughly | 
$5,000,000 a year.

Latest proposal to avoid any new I 
form of taxation is said to be that! 
whatever remains of the highway | 
appropriation from surplus revenue | 
should be used for current expend!-1 
tures in the 1948-49 fiscal year, andl 
money required for completion of | 
the three-year road plan should beg 

I raised by loan.

It is known that Premier Byron I 
I Johnson inclines to the view that I 

this is the way capital projects | 
I should be handled.

In his speech in the House lastB 
[ Friday the Premier, enumerating E 
I drawings from the surplus revenue | 
I account, said:

“It is apparent that the surplus I 
I account was used to finance many! 
| capital undertakings, as well as ex- f 
8 penditures which normally would I 
I have been financed by consolidated I 
1 revenue."

A major battle is said to have I 
1 developed in caucus over the sug-1 
J gestion that the province this year 1 
| should impose a 3 per cent sales I 
I tax.

It is understood that several Coali- 
jtionists, including some of the Cab-1
K lnet, recognizing the province's need! 
I for more money, incline to the view! 
| that the new proposals offer the I 

’ay out of a difficult financial! 
tition.

Lower Rates 
Should Follow 
Says Member
New business brought to insur­

ance companies by British Colum- 
jbia’s highway safety responsibility fl 
8law which went into operation this! 
fl month should bring down rates, [ 
land if not the Government should§ 
| make other changes.

This was the opinion expressed I 
I in the Legislature yesterday by A.f 
IC. Hope (Cln., Delta). While nota 
I explaining what the "other § 
| changes’’ should be, he hinted the! 
| Government might geo into the § 
I business itself.

Mr. Hope said the financial re-, 
i sponsibility plan was all right, but! 
I many people thought the cost wasg 
I too high.

Here, coverage up to $5,000 andl 
I$10,000 against death or injury andl 
I $1,000 against property damage cost) 
I from $18 to $23, compared with $61 
I under Sackatchewan’s compulsory B 
I insurance scheme.

“I think the volume of business 1 
I the insurance people have picked I 
I up must be tremendous,” Mr. Hopei 
I suggested.

/‘It’s high time they adjusted | 
| their rates."

While not agreeing with the| 
|C.CJ\ Opposition that everything | 
B Saskatchewan did was good, he| 
I thought “they might have some-jj 
I thing there” in car insurance.

Sweepstakes for .Hospitals 
.CF. Member Urges in House

Sweepstakes to raise money for 
lit&ls throughout the Province 

! urged in the Legislature yes- 
by E. P. Rowland (G.C.F., 
a).

Reminding the House of its un- 
ious resolution in 1938 favoring 

i as a. means of flnanc- 
: hospitals, Mr. Rowland said he 

like to know what, repre 
tentations had been made to the 

deral Government and what an- 
, if apy, were received.

There was no answer from 
r benches.

Year after year the same proposal 
|ie raised in tht House by Thomas 

phill (tabor, Pemie), mover ol the 
t resolution.

Rowland declared during 
lebate yesterday 

t the two hospitals in his 
verge of

it had insufficient funds to offer I 
fair wages to nurses. For some I 
weeks it had had to carry on with I 
the matron as its only trained nurse. |

First of the up-country members I 
on either side of the House to speak | 
In the debate, Mr. Rowland, wh 
riding got the biggest road main-1 
tenance vote in the Province last| 
year, charged that public 
funds were not being spent fairly | 
or wisely.

He said the system of repeatedly ! 
filling potholes with gravel was pif e 
waste of money, and that the i 
partaient was not carrying out ] 
own stated policy of giving first| 
attention to main highways 
roads serving greatest population.

Touching on farmers proble 
he urged that the Agriculture ; 
pertinents land clearing ur 
should have attached to them t 
for breaking the groun
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Municipalities Waiting
British Columbia Municipalities are still 

waiting for the Provincial Government to 
declare what they will do with respect to edu­
cation. hospital and other costs at this session.
So far the Government have missed four 
chances to make this plain; one in the 
Speech from the Throne, two more in the ad­
dresses of the mover and seconder of the main 
resolution, and the «fourth when Premier 
Johnson rose to announce the new Coali­
tion’s policy. Meanwhile in the Legisla­
ture itself private members are hoisting kites, 
guessing what form the promised relief to 
the municipalities—"to meet their desires"— 
will assume.

That is not a strong position for the 
Government. On the contrary, it invites 
the suspicion that the Administration itself 
does not know what it is going to do. The 
Provincial Cabinet told municipal officers 
nothing definite yesterday when they called 
on the Executive Council. They neither 
confirmed nor denied Hon. W. T. Straith’s 

! reported statement that a sales tax "was be- 
! ing considered.” Meanwhile the munici- 
| palities have their budgets open and must 

close them soon. To do that they simply 
must be told what it is that the Province pro- 

I poses to do with their requests at this ses­
sion. Silence is not an answer to anything.

Meanwhile it is becoming abundantly 
clear what it is that the Government should 
do. The disparity of federal, provincial and 
civic revenues taken out of the same urban 
areas in British Columbia has now grown so 
great that it is pinching the Province and 
breaking down the municipalities. There is 
small room on top of the Dominion's $140,- 
000.000, the Province's $65,000,000, and 
the municipalities’ $28,000,000 to impose 

I additional taxation of any kind, either by 
means of sales tax or otherwise..

To restore some degree of equity in that 
situation the Province should press the Do­
minion for a greater realization of its obli­
gations : for help with hospitals, with roads 
and with schools. The Province itself should 
stop trying to do capital works out of 
revenue, and so crippling itself that it cannot 
meet its own current obligations to the muni­
cipalities. Instead of a third-round boost in 
wages and prices, which would do nothing 
only spur inflation the more, the Dominion, 
the Province and the municipalities should 
join in cutting down their budgets to a size 
the taxpayers can afford. .

Even so, the municipalities will have to be 
helped from provincial revenues, which have 
drained them of all but twenty-five cents on 
every dollar of local taxation. No mere 
handout at. this session can cure that. There ‘ 
must be a mors even division of local revenue 
fields, on a basis that will rise and falll^™ 
the level of the times. It is not fresh taxa- 

* tion but a juster division of existing taxation 
that is needed. *



Road Outlet for North Riding 
Requested to Break Isolation

Steering clear of matters of broad I and costly boat trip all the way to | 
Government policy, W. D. Smith ! Vancouver.

| (Coalition, Atlin) pleaded in thej Dealing with additional surveys) 
Legislature yesterday for a road for a proposed new Alaska High-

In Throne Speech debate, he re­
minded the Government it had |

outlet to break the isolation of the way, he said all claims previously I 
Province s northernmost coastal ! made in favor of the western route j 
riding. Ifor ft road to open northern British 2

Columbia had been vindicated. It 
would open many thousands of | 

agreed to build to «hare oi a road I a=r» ^rt-class anvicultuve
to connect the town of Atlin with | ™untry and heavy timber and af-1 
Alaska Highway at a point caUed !(Md ° °r™"d. «°* I
Jake's Comer. So far. Jake is «till coalfleld^ while at to. same time 
waiting for the road. | answering tourists dreams.

Mr. Smith said the agreementl 
was made contingent on Ottawa! 
being induced to build its share j 
through the Yukon Territory, but! 
as yet, there had been no commit-I 
ment from the Federal Government.!

Citizens of Atlin felt that the!
Province should proceed with con-1 
struction of the British Columbia! 
section of 30 miles, as it was as-™ 
sured the Dominion would short!] 
build its 30 miles.

Mr. Smith said in the past year! 
mining in his constituency had| 
taken a new lease of life, and de-1 
spite many difficulties—some of| 
them previously thought insur­
mountable-production was ago! 
becoming Important.

Discussing transportation prob-1 
lems in detail, he said Atlin would!

I welcome health Insurance and hoe-1 
|pltalization becaùse isolation made! 
cost of sickness or disablement ex-1 
tremely high and delay in treat-) 
ment serious.

In some sections, high-cost char-) 
teired airplanes afforded the only) 
means of reaching doctor or hos-1 
pltal. Others must take the long|

Discuss Brief 
On Transport 
(District Board

Draft of a brief to be presented!
|to the municipal committee of the! 
[Legislature calling for creation ofj 
Ian inter-municipal board, was con-J 
Isidered by .the Greater Victoria! 
[transportation committee yesterday,| 
[Alderman H. M. Diggon said. I

"It has been sent back to legal |
|representatives and will again be!
I discussed by the committee early! 
!next week," he said.

The board would be designed to| 
!act for the four municipal councils» 
|of Greater Victoria in matters of| 
public transportation and in . super-1 
| vision of the franchise agreement i| 
|with the B.C. Electric Railway Co.§

There’s No Joy in Atlin 
At Kennedy’s Popsicles

4r's ^'"'sicle" is the name 
iptotois ci Auin—British Colum- 

northern border mining dis- 
;rict—have given to spirits sold by 

Jthe Province’s Liquor Control Board.

He had other Atlin liquor prob-1 
lems to tell the Legislature about Q 
He said there was an agreement be­
tween the United States and Can­
ada that liquor would not be shipped j

The reason? Alcohol content ls.ln sealed mail sacks across each|
so low that in Atlin’s Winter the 

|stjuff freezes, breaks the bottle, and 
Is lost.

That’s the story William Smith, 
toalition member for Atlin,' told the 
iouse yesterday.
“One fellow, fortunately, found 

|his frozen bottle before the contents 
thawed, removed all the broken 
i, and then licked his Kennedy’s 

|popelcle to his complete enjoyment," 
Smith related—to the Legisla­

ture's complete enjoyment, too.
"It would seem that if the Liquor 

is going to continue to supply 
this sub-standard grade of liquor 
they had better put some anti-freeze 

It
"I am told this freezing is one way] 
distil the contents, as the water' 

and leaves a core of real

Yukon Territory recognized the 
fficulty, Mr. Smith said pointedly, 

[it stocked 35 over-proof rum for just

, he told the House Atlin 
didn’t appreciate having to 

r $160 to $160 freight on watered

other’s territory.
Inasmuch as Atlin Riding was| 

geographically situated almost en-| 
tirely behind the Alaskan Pan­
handle, this precluded mailing of I 
liquor to points thus situated. They) 
bad express service, so liquor could) 
not be sent that way either.

"I realize that this Is a Federal) 
matter," Mr. Smith added, "but l| 
mention it to show that the Liquor | 
Act doesn’t give the same privileges ) 
to every citizen in this province."

Develop Peace Rive 
J. H. Corsbie Urges

The voice of the North country 
was heard in the Legislature yester­
day crying for opening up of the 
Peace River district’s vast resources.

J. H. Corsbie, C.C.F. member from 
Dawson Creek, said Peace River 
development would answer all Brit­
ish Columbia's problems, bring new 
prosperity from exploitation of 
foreign markets and ample revehue 
to drag the Government out of its 
financial jam.

In a left-wing speech singularly 
free from the condemnation usually 
highlighting Opposition contribu­
tions to debates in the House, Mr. 
Corsbie even went so far as to 
compliment Public Works Minister 
E. C. Carson on the road policy in 

1 his riding.
GOOD SALESMAN

A salesman in private life, he did 
a first-class job of "selling" the 
potentialities of the North country 
to the House.

He said Canada's form of aus­
terity program, mild though it was, 
was more severe than it need be if 
the Dominion and the Province set 
about developing their own resources 
to build a more stable internal 
economy.

From the Peace River, coal alone 
could solve the problem of a dwind­
ling United States dollar supply. 
There was enough coal in the Peace 
River to take care of the needs of 
Western Canada and the Western 
States for "more years than any of 
us need worry about.”

There was oil there, too, to lift 
Canada out of ite present unsound 
importation of 10 to 12 per cent of 
its oil requirements.

“We are feeling the first waves 
of unemployment already,” he said, 
"In a province as vast as ours and 
with as much of it undeveloped, un­
employment should never become t 
problem.”

Now was the time to plan against 
unemployment, less by a program 
of public works to provide Jobs than 
by planned new development that 
would go all the way towards a 
solution.

lumbia could become a big industrial 
area by provision of outlets through 
extension of the Pacific Great East­
ern Railway and 'of highways and] 
roads to feed the railway.

“Extension of the railway would | 
cost money, but so would unem 
ployment," Mr. Corsbie reminded thej 
House.

“It is no secret that the P.GJS. asi 
it presently exists cannot be ex­
pected to be very profitable, much 
less pay off the backlog of debt that I 
has piled up against it. Only by ex­
tending it into areas that can provide1 
greater tonnage can we hope to see: 
it become a profitable enterprise.

“Thre is no better time to start.”
While commenting that there were 

“no worse roads than ours” in the 
whole of the province, he warmly | 
commended the Public Works De­
partment on the program it launched 
last Summer to give the Pèace River 
a network of gravel roads serving! 
main districts. There was still urgent 
need for links with the Alberta road 
network, however.
HITS GASOLINE BOOST

Mr. Corsbie protested last Janu­
ary’s gasoline price increase as a’ 
hardship on farmers, and questionedj 
why all of its yield had gone to 
wholesalers, with none to retailers, | 
whose costs must have risen in equal 
proportion. That, he suggested, 
showed unfair discrimination against 
a less powerful group.

He was against imposition of a 
sales tax as the ‘$nost obnoxious utj 
all taxes,” taking more out of the 
small man’s pocket than he could] 
afford.

He was all for a plan of health 
insurance, from a prevention as well 
as a cure standpoint; said the hos­
pitalization promised by the Gov-j 
eminent would be an improvement, 
but that full health Insurance was 
the only real answer.

Coming closer to the cities, Mr. 
Corsbie drew a picture of the hard­
ships that would follow any milk 
price increase, and declared a Do­
minion subsidy was the only logical 
answer to producers’ claims; either 
that or public ownership, of milk

The northern part of British Co-| production and distribution.

Increase Fees ENanaimo River 
For Witnesses iPower Source

Police court witnesses soon will! 
get double their present fees for at-1 
tendance at court, under an aipend- l 
ment to the Summary Convictions | 
Act introduced as a message bill in| 
the House yesterday by Attorney- ] 
[General Gordon Wismer.

Present schedule of fees gives wit-1 
nesses $1.50 for each day attending! 
trial. New scale will raise it to $3.1 
In addition, they and interpreters! 
will get 20 cents one-way mileage, | 
in place of the present 15 cents.

Interpreters’ fees will remain qn-l 
changed, at $2.50 for each half-day! 
of attendance, but in addition they! 
will get actual living expenses not! 
exceeding $6 a day when away from) 

place of residence, 
bill also provides for upward) 

of other fees In the scale! 
!$0 different headings, includ-f 
• to Justices of the peace,) 

instables.

A survey of water power potential : 
8 of Nanaimo River showed an esti-, 

18,200 horsepower available] 
|from that source, Hon. E. T. Ken- 

tey, Minister of Lands and Forests,] 
|Informed the Legislature yesterday.

His statement was in answer to 
|a question on the order paper by 

nuel Guthrie (C.CJT., Cowlchan- 
Newcastle), who wanted to know 

■also whether rights had been 
■granted to any individual or cor- 

x>ratlon.
Mr. Kenney said rights for water­

works purposes only had bee: 
nted to Nanaimo city 

(Granby Consolidated Smelt] 
ower Co., Ltd.

b::2
iug &
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[Wait Until Anscomb Budget Speech 

iCabinet’s Answer to Municipalities
I Municipalities will have to wait until Finance Minister j 
I Herbert Anscomb makes his budget speech in the House—^
Iprobablÿ next Wednesday—to find out what additional |
I aid the Provincial Government is going to give them.
I That was the fiat answer a delegation from Union of I 
I British Columbia Municipalities said they got fromj 
I Cabinet yesterday.

Mayor W. H. Mott, of New West-|
I minster, union president; Mayor |
8Percy George of Victoria, first vice-1
■ president, and R. R. F. Sewell, sec-3 
Iretary, spent half an hour with|
I the Executive Council, and camelj 
I away knowing little more than wfypnj 
I they went In.

Said Mayor Mott afterwards:!
I “Well have to be satisfied with I
■ the Government’s answer for thejj 
[present. At least we know now! 
[when we are going to hear whatj 
[the Government proposes to do."
[no committment

According to the delegation, the#
1 Government did not commit itself!

to whether or not it plans tofl 
| bring down a sales tax.

If it does, municipalities will not!
3 be satisfied with a two-to-one |
I division of the proceeds in favor | 
[of the Province, Mayor tieorge told I 
[reporters. He said the delegationB 
Shad reiterated its stand that theN 
[allocation should go the other way:| 
I that the municipalities should be] 
[assured of receiving a two perl
■ cent tax yield, and that anything!
I else should be used for hospitaliza-™ 
|tion and social services.

Both he and Mayor Mott saidj 
[they had tried to impress on the] 
[Government the fact that muni-1 
Icipalities were being hard pushed, I
■ because they had to get their own!
| serve to unload municipal bur dens.g

The suggested business tax would] 
Inot solve the problem. It 
I help in cities, but 90 per cent 
| the municipalities would not 
3 enough benefit from it to pay to 

the cost of setting up the neces-j 
|sary machinery to collect the tax. | 

The delegation also urged 
I Government to give 
[councils more centred over
■ expenditures. It did not ask t«
]j school boards to be abolished, butj 

1 that councils should haw 
; on " them. §]

[budgets through, and had turned! 
1 down school estimates.
| {REITERATE STAND

Mayor George said the delega-l 
I tlon had reiterated Its point that! 

" ^ to «be main should! 
to unload municipal burdens | 

» suggested business tax nrou 
* solve the problem. It 
" > In cities, but «0 per cent i 

municipalities would 'not |t(| 
benefit from It to pay ta 

it of setting up the neces-1 
1 machinery to collect" the tax. | 

delegation also urged:' 
to give «nui 

more control 
litures. It did 

' to be
by

j Cites Marine Disasters 
jin Urging Coast Gnard

Recent marine disasters in Brit-1 
j ish Columbia waters, causing loss | 
of many lives, bring forcibly to light g 
the appalling lack of coastguard!

I facilities on this coast, W. H. Bretti 
(C.CJ., Prince Rupert) declared! 
during Throne Speech debate in the|

I House yesterday.1
He said one case alone, in which! 

no fewer than 48 lives were lost, was[ 
glaringly in point, forcing realiza­
tion that the coast had no facilities! 
even to attempt assistance.

Mr. Brett said he appreciated that| 
provision of coastguard services was I 
a Federal responsibility, but told| 
the House:

“It is not good enough for us to | 
sit back placidly and say it is up 8 
to the Federal Government and not]

I to us to do anything about it.
“We must press on Ottfftva the| 

seriousness of the situation. It ls| 
a sad commentary indeed on our h 
present line of reasoning to hear a[ 
minister of the Federal Cabinet saypj 
that the cost of such a service | 
would be out of proportion to the 1 
need, and to realize that the value! 
of human lives is being reckoned in| 
terms of dollars and cents."

Mr. Brett also took issue with i 
recent statement attributed to| 
Finance Minister W. T. Stralthl 
that British Columbia had ‘‘come to| 
a point where we will have to decide! 
whether we will build schools orj 

aads.” nothing, be said, could I 
greater indictment against the| 

[present administration.
He suggested that the Govern-1 

I ment had promised so much ini 
-h and Cariboo by-election | 

[campaign* that there was nothing] 
for the rest of the Province.

The Prince Rupert member called | 
[for widening of the Province’s elec-6 
[tile power development Held to opsn| 
^ region*, and Government ffl" 

Jtrship of brewing and d

Asks Forest Act Amendments 
For Small Operators’ Benefit

A “X*7hAn fVlmr nv/i thrAl.Mli' j...
Forest Act amendments to en­

able small mill operators and truck 
loggers to carry on were called for 
in the Legislature yesterday bj 
A. B. Ritchie (Cln., Salmon Arm) 

Aligning himself with earlier 
speakers on both sides of the House 

g in the Throne Speech debate who 
have warned of danger of monop­
olies in exploitation of forest re­
sources, Mr. Ritchie declared:

"The small operators aie doing 
a good job of clearing up isole ted 
patches of matured timber with 
which large operators would not 
be bothered.”

In his district, he said, there 
were numbers of small mills and 
operators who cut anything from 
500,000 to 10,000.000 board feet 
during the season.

“This cut is mostly off Crown 
lands, and they feel that with the 
new Forest Act they are out on 
a limb and the Forest Act le 
cutting It off,” the Salmon Arm 
member declared.

‘‘When they are through cutt 
on their present sales they have! 
‘had It’.’’

He pointed out, too, that there j 
were areas of over-mature 
on watersheds that should 
selectively logged. These area*] 
were becoming more a fire hazard! 
than a watershed.

Mr. Ritchie also called for care-0 
ful scrutiny of fishing camp licence | 
applications, warning that over-P 
crowding did not help the fishing.!

He said cheap Irrigation 
needed to develop potential agri­
cultural lands, and urged the Prov-j 
ince to press for extension of as­
sistance under the Prairie Fan 
Rehabilitation Act.

Pointing to hardships suffered | 
many people when closing down of j 
health and accident groups de-I 
prived them of protection, he ex-| 
pressed a hope that "some foi 
of health insurance will be broi 
In.”

C.C.F. Plans House Campaign 
Against Racial Discrimination
C.C.F. campaign against racial 

(discrimination will be carried to the 
floor of the House during the pres­
ent session of the Legislature.

Opposition Leader Harold E.
Vinci) has placed a motion on the 
der paper calling for the House 

■to express opinion “that no dis- 
Icrimination should be recognized by 
■the Government, either In law or 
■contract, against any Canadian citi 
[zen because of color, religion, or land 
|of racial origin.”

The motion is an echo of recent 
Service orders demanding 

Qf Japanese employed in

logging operations on Crown timber [ 
lands, later withdrawn pending rt-j 
view by the House.

Mr. Winch's motion directs at-| 
tention to the definition of citizen-1 
ship In *he 1946 Canadian Citizen-H 
ship Act, and points out that in-| 
eligibility for inclusion on the voters’! 
list “denies certain citizens the 
right to practice in some prof es-1 
sions." WÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊÊtlÊ 

It described any discrimination I 
repugnant to democratic princip] 
and British justice.

A further motion filed by Mr.g 
Winch urges the House to call 
the Dominion Government for a| 

Terence of provinces on sociale 
iurity proposals, and the Provtn-| 

jcial Government to consider plans! 
|n the meantime tt> Initiate a full I 

ital insurance plan that would! 
Into a Federal health scheme] 

It is inaugurated.
Mr. Wlhch, in a third 

of 1 
for
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Coalition Member Requests Action 
On Medical School Project in B.C. Ï,: '

Speedy Government action to aid1 
in establishment of a medical fac­
ulty at the University of British Co­
lumbia was called for in the House j 
yesterday by C. W. Morrow (Coali­
tion, North Okanagan).

He was the second Government] 
supporter this week to warn the 
Legislature that it will incur the 
people’s ill-will if something isn’t 
dohe to meet an urgent need.

A. R. MacDougall (Coalition, 
Point Grey) said Monday a medi­
cal school must be established 
within the province “somewhere, 
somehow, and immediately." 

Yesterday Mr. Morrow voiced dis- 
i appointment that the Throne Speech I 

had made no mention of the school, 
despite two resolutions of the House I 
last session.

“Must we sit idly by and continue ] 
to watch our young people leave!

! this province?” he asked. “Mark 
you, once they leave, they are gone.

| “If passing resolutions has noj 
I effect, I suggest consideration of anj 

amendment to our University Act 
with a view to compeling the Gov-' 
emment to act quickly.
NOT PRIVATE 

“It should be remembered that 
this institution is not a private uni­
versity, but is operated under the 
Government for the great mass of 
the people. Various government 
from time to time have been justly' 
proud of their achievements, but at] 
the present time there is Hanger of I 
all the good work being undone.'

Mr. Morrow said the people would 
hold the Legislature and not the 
university governors responsible “if] 

i we fail our young people at this 
| time.”

Urging creater assistance to htis- 
I pltals, he expressed hope that brief 
I reference to hospitalization in the 
I Throne Speech meant more than 
I merely a pious hope that something] 
I might be done. In Vernon, he said,
I two patients were admitted from 
I unorganized territory to every one 
I from the city, yet the Government 
I persisted in its refusal to finance 
I capital expenditure for a badly 
1 needed new building beyond 
I third.

He said two courses were open to] 
I the Government in any contributory 
I hospitalization scheme. It could 
1 underwrite hospitalization costs en- 
■ tirely, with compulsory registration 
I of citizens, or it could outline a 
I scheme along the lines of the Blue 
I Cross.

“I don't think the people would j 
I stand for compulsory registration,
I and I don’t think it would be a good 
I thing for the Government to un- 
gtierwrite costs," he maintained.
I SPENDING ORGY

“When the Cameron Report was 
I implemented there was an orgy of] 

i new buildings and a] 
dettcy towards bigger 

land more frills. With the Govern- 
Ipient underwriting the costs, hi 
Ipltal boards might not cor 
I themselves enough about ki 

ntenance expenses down.”
Rls view was .that the Government 

I should make coverage similar 
; of the Blue Cross available 
•yone, with a monthly levy 
on single persons and $1.50 on]

to make it available,” he ex-| 
jlained.

The Okanagan member described] 
“fantastic” school estimates ba­

ling placed before local councils for] 
j approval, throwing an unequal 
unfair share on municipalities.. Un-I 
der the present assessment system] 
it was the cities and not the Gov-J 
eminent that were giving relief to]

| unorganized districts, he said.
“In the name of decency, I urge 

[the Government to make additional 
grants to municipalities,” Mr. Mor- 

[row said.
Calling for removal of the anomaly 

[of magistrates being paid by cities 
)ut appointed by the Government, 

[he submitted that they should be 
paid out of consolidated revenue 
and put on a contributory basis for 
pensions.
I At present, a magistrate got a 
[pension at the whim of the city 

)uncil, and he had yet to hear of 
magistrate retiring on a pension. 
“His services are -made use of] 

intil he is 75, and then he is dropped 
ike a hot potato,” Mr. Morrow de­
clared.

Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 p.m. — Throne Speech 
debate continues.

Speakers—Mrs. T. J. Rol- 
ston (Coalition, Vancouver- 
Point Grey), A. J. Turner 
(C.C.F., Vancouver East), and 
H. J. Welch (Coalition, Co- 
mox).

Committees — Municipal 
Matters, Cedar Room, 2 p.m.; 
organization meeting.

Remember Others 
Trade Unions Told

TRADE unions which ask 
for longer and longer 

holidays with pay but seem to 
forget about those who work 
305 days a year without bene­
fit of an Hours of Work Act 
received a verbal slap in the 
House yesterday.

And it came from one who 
has been a member of a trade 
union for 42 years—W. J. 
Johnson, Revelstoke’s Coali­
tion representative in the 
Legislature.

“Some of them are demand­
ing as much as four weeks' 
annual holiday with pay,” 
Mr. Johnson remarked, then 
added:

“I”ve never heard erf any 
of them saying to their wives: 
‘Here’s $100; go away for a 
holiday and don’t come back 
to work for a couple of 
weeks.'”

KÈÜffl

Claims Nurses, Teachers 
Deserve Higher Salaries!

I Increases in salaries for nurses He contended that the district’s I 
land school teachers in rural areas roads, not built for heavy logging| 
|:jWere advocated in the Legislature traffic in the first place, were not § 
^yesterday by John Mclnnis (C.C.F., getting enough attention.
I Fort George). L--------------——----- ----
|| Mr. Mclnnis declared teachers ini 
Àjsome country schools had classes 1 

||j anywhere from 50 to 75 per cent I 
|in excess of the standard maximum 1 
|enrolment, and were entitled tog 
8 more money for their extra work.
I He said there was a shortage 
| nurses in the Province now and ltj 
1 would continue unless additional in- 
Iducement were offered to them. I 
I Discussing labor matters, he op-g 
I posed Government supervision of|
B strike ballots as impractical, but] 
g challenged anyone to say that labor |
I organizations were opposed to sec-1 
| ret ballots.
I "As a matter of fact, they make a |
B better job of it than the Govern-j 
Iment does with its own elections," |
| he added.
B In the main, Mr. Mclnnis direct-1 
Jed a 45-minute contribution to the I 
I Throne Speech debate to the needs I 
I of the Prince George district, urg-1 
ling the Government to make pro-1 
J vision for the great development!
H that would inevitably take place J 
I there.
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"Unnecessary” Patients 
Criticized in Legislature!

Too many patients are in British 
Columbia hospitals, not because they 
need to be, but because doctors find 
it easier to see their patients in one 
morning hospital round than to 
make separate calls at their homes.

That was the statement made in 
the Legislature yesterday by W. J. 
Johnson (Coalition, Revelstoke).

He declared unnecessary hospital­
ization was one of the most diffi­
cult features of the whole hospital 
problem.

Referring to mutual benefit 
schemes covering hospitalization, he 
said contributors were apt to con­
sider that because they were pay­
ing for it they were en Li tied to hos­
pital service, regardless of how 
trivial the sickness or accident 
might be.

“If they aren’t receiving 
benefits than the amount they are 
paying in, either in hospital or for 
drugs, they think it isn’t worth] 
while belonging,” Mr. Johnson said.

Vexed at lack of headway in old] 
age pension improvements, the] 
Revels toke member said it was 
there was a contributory scheme in] 
operation, financed by the Do- 

—, and administered either by! 
{j£r the Province. His suggestion] 

that a contributory

plan should be merged with unem-1 
ployment insurance, one payment § 
covering both, to give a pension i 
not less than $60 and not more] 
than $100.

Like other speakers before him i 
the Throne Speech debate, Mr.l 
Johnson maintained that the Trans-1 
Canada Highway should be a Fed-g 
eral responsibility; that Ottawa g 
either should operate the highway | 
or make a grant to the Province g 
to cover it.

flnpphftjdstng importance of 
tourist trade, ha said main 
quirements were good roads, enough g 
gasoline to travel them, suitablej 
accommodation along the routes, g 
with good meals at reasonab 
prices, and courteous service.
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M1.A. Claims 
Coast Guard 
Urgent Need

Arthur J. Turner (C.C.F., Vancou-

Welch States

B.C. History
| The fact that early British Co­
lumbia history was practically 
ignored in the school curriculum of 
the province was deplored in the 
Legislature yesterday by H. J. Welch 
(Coalition, Comox).

Drawing attention to the latest 
historical work from the pen of 
Bruce A. McKelvie, recognized as 
British Columbia’s leading historian, 
Mr. Welch suggested that Mr. Mo- 
Kelvie should be retained by thé 
Minister of Education to write a 
history of the province for study 
In the schools.

Mr. McKelvie, he said, undoubt­
edly knew more of the historical 
facts of British Columbia than any

Night Sitting 
Tuesday Ends
First Debate

nie Legislature will go into nigh 
sittings unusually early this year.

Present arrangements call for the 
House to sit next Tuesday night, to 
enable Attorney - General Gordon 
Wismer to wind up the Throne 
Speech debate, clearing the way for 
Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb 

I to bring down his budget the follow­
ing day.

Speeding towards completion oi 
the main debate, the House will hear 
four speakers this afternoon, J. H. 
Cates (Coalition, North Vancouver.», 
Thomas Uphill (Labor, Femie), 
Samuel Guthrie (C.CF., Cowiclian- 
Newcastle), and Randolph Harding 
(C.O.F., Kaslo-Slocan).

Only two, p. 0. Brown (Coalition,! 
Vancouver-Burrard) and E. I. Winch 
(C.CF., Burnaby) are slated to ad­
dress the House on Monday after­
noon, because Mr. Winch can usually 
be expected to take about two hours.

Tuesday afternoon CX3JF. Whip 
Herbert Gargrave (Mackenzie) will 
dose for the Opposition, and bel 
followed by A. J. McDoneU (Coali­
tion, Vancouver Cr'—' 1

Mr. Wismer w 
sneaker during: the

Ever East), said yesterday in the] 
B Legislature there was an urgent I 
Sneed for a coast guard service and 
I] asked the Provincial Government 
to to make representation to Ottawa 
B in this respect.
I He said coast steamships with 
y passenger accommodations up to 
'm 300 were not compelled to carry 
K wireless operators under Federal 
|j shipping laws. Inadequate com- 
’ j munication could prove disastrous 

in times of emergency.
3 The Saskatchewan automobile in- 
|| surance plan was submitted by Mr. 
ji Turner as superior to British Co- 

lumbia’s new plan. ,
I He said British Columbia in- : 

H surance companies “were enjoying] 
H a harvest of $4,000,000 new busi- 
laness" and motorists, paying four 
m times the premium here, were not 
H receiving the same protection as in 
M Saskatchewan where the plan was 
H under Government auspices.
| The Industrial Conciliation and' 

B Arbitration Act providing for a 
H Government-supervised strike vote 
|| was not satisfactory to labor in 
§B general and that objectionable fea- 
Bture should be removed.

“That clause calling for a super­
vised strike vote merely tells re­
sponsible organizations they are not 
capable of managing their own af­
fairs,” Mr. Turner said.

One or two instances of un­
democratic methods should not con­
demn the entire trade union move­
ment.

The combination of an Attorney- 
General, versed in the cold logic 
of the law, also attempting to deal 
with human relations as Lsfbor 
Minister, drew objection from Mr. 
Turner. He didn’t think Hon. 
Gordon Wismer, holding both port­
folios, could give the necessary 
thought or time to both of them.

Budgeting “Unrealistic 
Says Coalition Member

__T _.__..‘on Government, which
has taken a lot more rebukes from 
lits own supporters in the past 

(k than is usual on the floor of 
i House, yesterday heard itself

| called unrealistic in its budgeting. I
The criticism came from C. W.

| Morrow, Liberal Coalition member 
kanagan.

While concerned over the fact that] 
I liquor profits formed such a large] 
[part of the provincial revenue, he 

that Finance Minister] 
I Herbert Anscomb, instead of budget- 
ling on the lean side, should be] 
I more realtistic in his revenue es- 
| tifnates.

He noted that liquor revenue in] 
I the last fiscal year had produced] 
I $14,700,000, against an estimate of I 
I only $8,500,000, and that many other j 
I actual revenues were proportion­
ately higher than had been al- 
| lowed for.

“I suggest that this time we 
I should budget for revenues closer 
I to what we can reasonably expect 
[to get,” Mr. Morrow counseled.

51
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public, it is an urgent matter of, 
public importance when a further 
increase 1s granted.

“I have definite and conclusive 
reasons for questioning the justi­
fication for the new increase.”

Premier Johnson said: “This to a 
matter of Government policy and 
the Government takes full responsi­
bility.”

Mr. Speaker Carson then ruled 
that the matter was before the 
House and a rising vote showed W. 
A. C. Bennett (Coalition, South Ok­
anagan) and Tom Uphill (Labor 
Femie) supporting the C.CF. stanc 
that the gasoline price boost shoult 
be discussed. Mr. Winch claim» 
that as more than nine member! 
supported his stand, the gasoljn 
price boost was open for discussal

Mr. Winch then appealed* (ito 
Speaker’s ruling, the Speaker being 
upheld 28-12. Then division 1fee

the motion
and

ion lor

Seen in Passing
There is already a sales tax in this prov­

ince, that imposed by the Dominion Govern­
ment and applying on a considerable list of 
articles in use and demand by the public. If 
the Provincial Government erects a second 
ales tax on top of that it must either apply I 
on the same articles or on additional ones/1 
That may be good for a while for govern­
ment revenues but it will not be good for 
business, and in the long run—like the added 
three-cent tax on gasoline—it may be found 
an embarrassment in itself. Also, its col­
lection will be wholly in the municipalities,
MÊÊÊÊÊmÊÊatmËÊÊÊÊËÊm

Winch Thwarted Twice 
On Price-Boost Issue

Opposition Leader H. E. Winch 
was thwarted twice in the Legisla­
ture yesterday in attempting to 

I have the House adjourned on a mat- 
| ter of “urgent public importance” to 
j open the way for discussion of the 
i two cents price on gasoline an- 
; nounced at the opening of the House 

by Premier Byron Johnson.
Asking leave to move an adjourn- 

! ment, Mr. Winch presented to Mr. 
Speaker R. H. Carson a signed 
statement which read in part:

“This two cents a gallon increase, 
added to another recent order, 
raises the price by five cents a gal­
lon in the province. It to esti­
mated this means an additional $5> 

i 000,009 cost to the purchasing public 
1 “ Government has not made
[ public the findings of George A. 

Touche A Company, employed by 
the Petroleum Control Board to in- 

k of the oil «
bmisslons of. the 
[ for an increase

Member Suggests 
Port Hardy Road

Location of a possible road from 
Campbell River or Sayward north to 
Port Hardy, to complete the Island 
Highway, was advocated in the 
House yesterday by H. J. Welch 
(Coalition, Comox).

His suggestion was that the Public

H. J. WELCH, M.L.A,

Works Department should put a 
location crew over the proposed 
route, and that an arrangement 
should be made with loggers oper­
ating in that area to put their 
roads, wherever possible, on the site 
of the new location.

This, he maintained, would make 
possible completion of a road from 
Victoria to Quatsino Sound in the 
not too distant future.

THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1948
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Province^WSTe Fast Tin? 
Backed by B.C. Minislei

Logger-Member Hits\ 
iB.C.’s Forest Policy \kssible road from 

I Sayward north to] 
Impiété the Island] 
dvocated In the 
by H. J. Welch

Hon. R. C. MacDonald, Minister of 
Municipalities, said last night that 
he is in favor of having province­
wide daylight saving time again 
this Summer and will discuss it with 
members of the Legislature today.

“I’m satisfied that if there was a 
plebiscite on daylight saving, the 
people of British Columbia would 
vote overwhelmingly in favor,” Mr. 
MacDonald said. He added that, 
even though farmers say they are] 
opposed to fast time, it would not 
be feasible to have some sections 
of the province on daylight saving 

1 and other rural communities on! 
[standard time.

“The ideal situation would be tol 
have daylight saving time Dominion-] 
wide,” he observed.

The minister stated that the 
Government would likely introduce 
legislation if members are in favor 
of the action.

, British Columbia’s forest manage­
ment and sustained yield policy, 
brought into operation by last year’s 
amendments to the Forest Act, is 
drawing more and more adverse 
criticism from members of the Leg­
islature on both sides of the House 
|—chiefly from Government sup-

'as that the Public

Yesterday the House heard a 
Yesterday the House heard a

Today in the 
Legislature

3 p.m—Throne Speech de­
bate continues.

Speakers — J. H. Cates 
(Coalition, North Vancouver), 
Thomas Uphill (Labor, Fer­
me), Samuel Guthrie (C.C.F., 
Cowichan - Newcastle), and 
Randolph Harding (C.C.F., 
Kaslo-Sloçan).

Committees — Agriculture, 
No. 1 Committee Room, 10 
•a.m.; Social Welfare and Edu­
cation, No. 1 Room, 2 p.m.; 
organization meetings.

Lnt should put a 
per the proposed 
| an arrangement 
with loggers oper- 
Irea to put their 
[oselble, on the site 
lion.
Lined, would make 
pn of a road from 
slno Sound in the!

THIRD READING
First bill to receive third reading] 

in the Legislature this session was] 
an act to validate the 1947 election 
of three commissioners for the vil­
lage of Osoyoos, a routine measure 
to facilitate administration of that| 
settlement.

JARCII 1SATU

)ebate
Three “NobleV Irishmen 
Urged for Sweepstake
Government - sponsored sweep- 

stakes to aid hospitals, with three 
good Irishmen—Earaon de Valera, 
former Premier John Hart, and C.
F. Moriarty, Victoria Canadian 
Press representative — as commis- 
missioners was recommended in the 
House yesterday by Thomas Uphill 
(Labor, Femie).

Backed by the Government and 
controlled by men of such noble 
character, there was no doubt that 
the sweepstakes would bring in a 
great deal of money into the Prov­
ince, including United States money, 
he said. /

| “What harm was there in sweep­
stakes?” Mr. Uphill asked, pointing 
[out that large numbers of people 
lln the Province already bought them, mcB*t

will go Into nlgh| 
early thla year, 

imenta call for the 
Tuesday night, to 

- General Gordon 
up the Throne 

earing the way for 
Herbert Anscozpb 
budget the follow.

Woman M.L.A. Lashes 
Proposal for Sales Tax

Any move to put a retail sales! “You can’t sugar-coat this pULI 
tax into effect in British Columbia The public will know it for what it's 
was condemned in the House yes- worth,” Mrs. Rolston declared, 
terday by Mrs. Tilly Rolston, Pro- Mrs. Rolston questioned whether | 
gressive Conservative Coalition tjj'g Government proposed to start 
member for Vancouver-Polnt Grey at three per cent, then raise the 

Mrs. Rolston hadn’t one good tax to four, then five, 
word to say for it. If the Government needed more

She called it a retrograde, “soak revenue, she sifcgested it should re- 
the poor** tax, and counseled the vlew the Dominion - Provincial 
Government to stop, look and listen agreement, use its unexpended road 
before doing anything about it be- fund, get a contributory social se­
ca use: curity program going, and collect

.'Vm.ni from mom.„ of more «venue from the forest*.

allowances to keep * pace with the! 
rising cost of living and entered a] 
plea for civil servants, superan-l 
nuated several years ago and now] 
facing great hardship.

The consumer was being left] 
“holding the bag” with current in­
creases in milk prices, Mr. Uphill 
claimed, suggesting that a farm 
board should be set up with rep-1 
resentatives of farmers, labor and1 
consumers to work out a fair 
arrangement on milk prices.

The Government-supervised strike 
vote was resented by labor as a I 
stigma on the union movement. As 
long as he could remember, Mr. 
Uphill said, strike votes had been 
taken by secret ballot. It was no 
more reasonable that the Govern-1

rds completion ci 
)he# House will hear 
s afternoon, J. H. 
North Vancouver.*, 

(Labor, Fernie),
(C.C.F., Cowichan-1 
Randolph Harding 
ocan).
, Brown (Coalition,
d) and E. E. Winch 
1 are slated to ad-j 
on Monday after-] 
Winch can usually] 

re about two hours.] 
toon CjC*. Whip] 
i (Mackenzie) will I 
ippositlon, and bel

nd suggesting that the Federal 
overnment would “wink” at a 
veepstake supported by the 
rovince.
Mr. Uphill objected to the sales! 
tx, claiming the greatest burden! 
ould fall on the largest families!

than that

families, shoes for stand It.

mu*a..

>;Y

BSŒÏ



SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1948

$2,500,000 Forest Aid 
For Small Operators 
Announced by Minister

Increased Royalties on Timber 
Also Provided by Amendments

Increased royalties on timber; a forest development fund 
of $2,500,000, and permission for bona fide farmers to 
operate woodlots on a sustained yield basis were provided 
in amendments to the Forest Act introduced in the Legis­
lature yesterday.

! Increased royalties on timber; a 8 
[forest development fund of $2,500,-1 
1000, and permission for bona fide I 
| farmers to Operate woodlots on a|
|sustained yield basis were provided! 
jin amendments to the Forest Act! 
introduced in the Legislature yester-l 

I day.
! Lands and Forests. Minister E. T.l 
Kenney would make no estimate of I 
the revenue increased royalties would! 
bring to the province, stating the!

[figures would be disclosed in the!
[budget speech.

In the Pacific Coast district, the! 
royalty on fir, cedar, pine and! 
spruce will be increased from $2! 
to $8 per thousand feet for grade] 
one; $1.50 to $2 on grade two and]
76c to $1 on grade three. Hemlock] 
royalties will be increased from $150] 
to $2 on grade one, $1 to $150 onj 
grade two and 76 cents to $1 on grade] 
three.

In the Prince Rupert district, the 
I increase on fir, spruce and cedar 
(will be from $1.66 to $2.50 on grade 

from $1.25 to $1,75 on grade

As “Su

Says Impounding Rules 
Get Ridiculous Results

j The Provi 
further two ce 

3n top of thre 
-riticism from 
;he Legislature 

Quoting from tl 
he Government 
Touche & Compa 
ountants engaged 
Control Board t 
rompany operatic 
pointed out that 
lialf cents allowed 
represented 4.75 i 
capital- to Imper 
11.23 per cent to 
1135 per cent to
SAYS PLANT O 

He declared In 
old, out-dated rei 
charged;
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* Regulations regarding the im- 
>ounding of cars involved in acci- 
lents were resulting in ^perfectly 
idiculous situations” and should be 

North

car promptly Impounded by police 
because he had “no pink card.”

The act, he said, was penalizing 
innocent persons and injuring the 
injured.

He called for the Government to 
demand that the Wheat Board ship 
more grain through British Colum­
bia ports, pointing out’ they once 
handled 100,000,000 bushels, while 
the estimate for 1947-48 was only 
35-38,000,000 bushels. Ships could 
carry 2,000 tons of grain without 
reduction of lumber carried, Mr. 
Cates said, and this would reduce! 
freight rates on lumber. In addi-| 
tion, each ship which called left an 
estimated $20,000 behind for labor 
and supplies.

Turning to the Goldenberg Re­
port, Mr. Cates asked that the Gov­
ernment fully implement the pro­
visions calling for payment of 
grants in lieu of taxes on Crown- 
owned lands.

Subsidies for milk production 
would be necessary to enable the 
producer to stay in business and 
still supply sufficient milk at a 
price which the consumer could af­
ford.

Mr. Cates called for closer scru­
tiny of those wishing to change 
their names; provision of a training

mended, J. H. Cates (Cln. 
ancouver) told the Government 

3 festerday.
He reported the case of a driver 

m Vancouver who reported to po­
lice that someone had struck and 
F damaged his car while it was 
parked on the street and had his

Charge of Steel Cartel 
(Meets- House Opposition
I Samuel Guthrie tC.CJ1., Cowicnaiij left on a farm between Cobble Hill 
Newcastle) launched an attack on and Nanaimo, he claimed, because 
the "so-called" system of private of poor returns from farming. ’ j 
enterprise in the Provincial Lgglsla- Randolph Harding (O.CJF., Kaslo- 
ture yesterday t but concluded his sioc^n# reviewed the troubles Cane-1 

j speech by sayirîg he was afraid hç da has had with Doukhobors ainoel 
the sect first caAie to this country^ 
1Â 1889 and ,189g. Most were ’good 
settlers, but a small minority calling! 
themselves* the Sons of Freedom* h*d 
given % entire clasf a bad nameJ

ture yesterday but concluded his 
spéech by sayiri’g he was afraid hç 
had made no impression on the oppo­
sition behches.

His claim that there was a steel 
'dartel in Canada was met with the 
[cry “poppycock'* from the Govern­
ment side Of the house. It would

lone, from $1-25 to $1,75 on grade 
two and 76 cents to $1 on grade three. 
Hemlock will be boosted from $136 
to $2 on grade one, 95 cents to $133 
on grade two and 75 cents to $1 

Ion grade three. In the Interior, 
[White pine will Increase from $1.68

In his- own riding and near Nelson, 
citizens were compelled to hire 
guards for their homes, schools and 
sawmills .during the recent diffl-

shlp In connection with the Borstal 
system, and increased mothers’ al­
lowances to take care of higher liv-

j 000 to build a steel mill in B.C. to 
break the cartel, he declared, and 
this was a small amount compared 
with the $30,000,000 being spent on 
electric power*

I He claimed bus transportation on 
the Island was a monopoly and de­
fied "any prosperous opposition 

[member” to attempt to establishvâj 
] transportation line on the Island, j 
[ He alleged the government .wqd 
| flouting the will of the people id 
I failing to introduce health insurance! 
[legislation and askefi what the 
[governmeflt was waiting for.
[ONLY GOOD âlSKS . 1
I Insurance companies would only 
[accept good risks, for car insurance 
| Mr. Guthrie declared, stating Cull 
[ coverage in British Columbia cost] 
| $52 in comparison with $16 in Saskat­
chewan. He urged that thé Mines
■ Minister require examination and 
I certification of superintendents and 
Inline bosses; abolition of .the means'
■ test and lowering of the age limit

to $2.00; yellow pine and spruce is] 
increased to $150 and others from] 

176 cents to $1.
The amendments provide a fund] 

of $2500,000 tor loans to private 
timber operators to enable them to 
take oft timber more economically, 

j Mr. Kenney explained that this fre­
quently involved taking timber from 
the rear section of a lot first and 
that many operators could not afford 

hfeiP4

qulties and this cost should be borne] 
by the Government.

"'People were sick and tired of] 
the depredations committed by a 
small ‘group and still being permlt-

namv nn ” lie HonloroH I

tag costs.

Royal AssentContributions to the Forest Pro-1 
tection Fund ate increased from 
$250,000 to $660,000.

The amendments require that the 
farm wood lot must be adjacent to 
farm property and must be managed

Given to Bill
a few yeaîs at
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Royal assent was,given by Lieu-1 
tenant-Qoveraor Charte A. Banks 
ye»tardy to a bill that was rushed 
through the Legislature Thursday 
afternoon.

The Lieutenant-Governor went to 
the Legislative Assembly because it 
was necessary the bill become law 
yesterday owing to a technicality.

to ref ores trstion
The farmer la permitted to take 
the annual growth periodically i 
Is required to pay no tales or ohari

The bill Is entitled “An Aot 
Validate the 1MT Annual Elect 
for the Village of Osoyoos." Wt

old age pensions and subsldifat

'
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Coalition M.LA. Asserts Law 
Deliberately Defied by Winch

Strikes Sparks D. C. Brown (Cln., Vancouver- 
Burrard) declared In the House yes­
terday things had come to a pretty 
pass when elected representatives 
of the Legislature deliberately and 
flagrantly defied a law of the 

I province.
1 He was referring to last year's 
Nanaimo laundry dispute, when, he 
said, Opposition Leader Harold 
Harold Winch and two other C.CJ 
members of the House joined the 
picket line of an Illegal strike.

“If there are any who should set 
an example In strict adherence to 
the laws of our province It Is the 
elected representatives of the peo­
ple," Mr. Brown said.

He reminded the House that Bill 
39 was made law by the Legislature 
last year, and until It was adjusted 
or amended It should be respected 
and enforced. That had not been 
the case In a number of Instances.

He pointed out that the super­
vised strike vote had never been an 
issue In any of the Illegal strikes In 
British Columbia since the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act was made law, yet the Opposi­
tion directed much of Its attack 
against those sections of the act.

"We have had far tdo many 
avoidable strikes In British Colum­
bia during the past year, and have 
tolerated too many Illegal ones," Mr. 
Brown declared.

He said he was not defending in­

result that they were given in­
sufficient study.

He suggested a board of deputy 
ministers to examine thoroughly all 
bills before they are presented to 
the executive council.

Among the blunders were the 
Goldenberg legislation relating to 
municipalities School Act 
amendments, which had placed an 
extremey difficult burden on muni­
cipalities.

It was intended, he said, that the 
Government pay 65 per cent of the 
cost of education, whereas in fact 
this year Vancouver would pay 71.15 
per cent and the Province only 3855 
per cent.

He referred to other legislation 
which had resulted In $1,500,000 in 
payments that the Government wai 
forced to pay to contractors.

"In the light of these dlsçrep- 
Mr. McDonell declared

Opposition Whip Attacks Raise
As “Subsidizing Inefficiency”
The Provincial Government’s action in granting a 

irther two cents increase in gasoline prices last week, 
l top of three cents allowed in January, drew scathing

Rules
\esults atticism from Herbert Gargrave (C.C.F.', Mackenzie), in 

ihe Legislature last night. I
Quoting from the report made to 

by George * Jmpounded by police 
"no pink card." 

said, was penalizing 
is and injuring the I

he Government 
Touche & Company, chartered ac- 
ountants engaged by the Petroleum 
Control Board to investigate oil 
iompany operations, Mr. Gargrave
(toted out that the four and one- 

lf cents allowed to the companies 
iresented 4.75 per cent return on 
pltal- to Imperial Oil Company, 
23 per cent to Standard Oil, and 
25 per cent to Shell Oil. I

iY8 PLANT OLD 
3e declared Imperial Oil had an

ancles,
"there Is something wrong.Ten-Year Silence 

Ends for Saanich

FOR the first time in more 
than a decade, Saanich 

will have a voice In the 
Legislative Assembly today 
when Arthur J. R. Ash, who 
won the by-electlon for Coali­
tion last month, takes his seat 
In the House for the first 
time.

Prom 1937 until last year, 
Saanich was represented by 
Hon, Norman W Whittaker, 
who, while an influence in 
Government caucus, had no 
voice in debates in the House 
from the Speaker’s chair.

Mr. Ash and Walter Hogg, 
who won the Cariboo by-elec­
tlon as Coalition candidate, 
both will be seated when the 
Legislature meets this after­
noon.

Weir Returns 
For Budget

Dr. O. M. Weir, member for Van- 
couver-Burrard and former Minis­
ter of Education, probably will re­
turn to his seat in the Legislature 
to hear Finance Minister Herbert

dustrial exploiters, who were just 
as bad as labor racketeers and 
agitators, but that to a large degree

eld, out-dated refinery at loco, and 
charged:

"With the four and one-half cents, 
you are subsidizing an inefficient 
operation on the part of Imperial 
Oil. That's on the word of your 
own auditors."

Premier Byron Johnson inter­
jected that Imperial Oil was im­
porting 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 gal­
lons of gasoline at a very high 
price. It was not a question of in­
efficient plant, he said, but of im­
portation of gasoline that the 
people of the province must have 
to keep running.

"The company has allowed its 
refinery to get into that position 
because under this set-up it doesn't 
have to worry about refineries so 
long as the Government protects 
It as it Is doing," replied the O.OJP. 
whip.

He maintained that "90 per cent 
of this trouble Is an attempt to 
break the control of the petroleum 
industry that we have in this prov­
ince."

He charged, too, that because 
there was no control over fuel oil, 
there was no end to the increases 
the oil companies were slapping on, 
with the result that users were now 
paying over double what they did

the past year’s strikes could be 
traced to Communist influence; that 
many of them were “promoted by 
the Kremlin clique In Moscow, 
through Stalin’s agents operating 
on the Pacific Coast.”

It was encouraging to note, how­
ever. that many labor unions * pi 
repute were now taking steps to 
pluck out Communism from within 
their ranks, Mr. Brown added.

Later last night Herbert Gar­
grave, C.CF. whip and member for 
Mackenzie, told the House he was 
not ashamed to say he had been 
one of those who joined the picket 
line.

“When I consider an injustice Is 
being done to a group of workers, 
then I am prepared to take my 
place with the workers, right or 
wrong." he declar.d.
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Of White Cane
Use of white canes by other than 

will becomeblind persons soon 
illegal in British Columbia.

Provincial Secretary George Pear­
son yesterday introduced in the 
Legislature a bill to restrict to the 
blind use of white canes to any. 
public throughfare, public convey­
ance, public place, or place to which

"Do you believe in upholding the 
laws or not?" interjected A. R. Mc­
Dougall (Coalition, Point Grey).

Mr. Gargrave replied: “I do. But 
sometimes It may be necessary to 
take action that Is against one's 
own convictions."

DR. G. M. WEIR 
Anscomb’s budget speech toroQC 
row, it was learned at the LegWJ 
live Building» yesterday.

Stricken by illness soon after ti 
end of the 1647 session, Dr. We 
has not since been able to retrn 
to duty. Because of continued 11 
health, he relinquished the educi 
tlon portfolio to Hon. W. T. Strait 
when the new Coalition Govern 
ment was named on December 2 
after retirement of former Premli 
John Hart.

Would Prevent 
“Blunders”
In Law-Making

Means should be devised to en­
able the Legislature to give greater 
consideration to bills to avoid 
"blunders” which have character­
ized law-making in the past, Allan 
J. McDonell (Cln., , Vancouver 
Centre) told the House last night.

Cutting out the time devoted to 
speeches and formalities, he said, 
the House rushed through as many

vide for fines not exceeding $35 
for wrongful use of white canes.a few yeah ago.

“The companies are allowed to 
determlng what proportions they
will refine for gasoline or fuel oil," 
he said.

"What is happening is that they 
are producing more fuel oil because 
they can make more profit.

"The Government has done a 
very wrong thing. If it really be­
lieves that competition is the life 
of trade it should merely set at 
«111», .priced those^ com-

glasses.
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E. E. Winch Attacks Lack of Actionl
In Stamping Out Illicit Drug Traffic

Problems of drug addiction claimed the attention of r"1™™1111"11111* 
the Legislature for more than an hour yesterday, as E. E.
Winch lashed out at what he termed the Government’s 
continued failure to recognize its responsibility for ade­
quate measures to put down the traffic
^Calling for a new approach to the 
problem, the veteran C.C.F. member 
for Burnaby said:

“Year after year we persist in| 
mixing non-addicts with addicts and 
peddlers.

“Year after year I have advocated 
using the women’s jail building as 
a segregation and treatment centre.”

He called on the Legislature for 
immediate action:

1. To establish a hospital for the 
treatment of drug addicts with a view: 
to their rehabilitation.

2. To establish legalized medical 
clinics for the treatment of certified 
chronic drug addicts for the purpose 
of administering the minimum 
amount that xwould enable them to 
carry on their means of livelihood, 
and refrain from having to resort 
to underworld . sources of drug 
supply.
QUESTIONED DOCTORS

Mr. Winch said since the last ses­
sion he had sent questionnaires con­
taining these proposals to 900 doc­
tors throughout the province. Of 
those who- replied, 352 favored the 
first proposal and only 21 opposed 
it, and 255 approved the second, 
with only 70 opposing.

He quoted extensively from 
R.C.M.P. official reports on drug 
addiction to show that while the 
average age of addicts was about 
35 years, two out of every three 
started taking drugs at 17.

While the yearly average over the 
last nine years of commitments of 
drug addicts to Oakalla was 203, the 
| figure rose last year to 345.

In 1935 the price of opium on the
I street was 75 cents a “deck” from 

peddlers. By 1945 it was $20 a grain, 
and today the price for illicit dope 

$10 to $12, though the drug-
I store price on prescription was only 

15 cents a grain.
Mr. Winch noted that R.CJdJ.

[reports said a development of par­
ticular interest during the past year 
was the reappearance, particularly 

i the West Coast, of opium, which
Iftad virtually disappeared from the 

illicit market during the war. 
PRISON WRONG PLACE 

The same reports gave it that the
I prohibitive cost of narcotics forced 

the addict to rob and steal to support 
his habit.

He quoted the Archambault Re­
port also as authority for a state­
ment that the only way to handle 
a drug addict was to ‘confine hint 
or her in an institution, separate 

and apart from all other inmates, 
the period of incarceration 

g should be of an indeterminate term, 
tile no place for them."
Attorney-General is re- 

b to a degree for the policy 
of his depart- 

ind final ro* 
, individually and 

Mr. Winch reminded

the Department of Justice out of I 
jails. Their job, so far as it belongs! 
anywhere, should finish at the | 
gate.”

On othér aspects of social prob-l 
lems, he urged provision of special 1 
facilities and specially-trained teach-1 
ers for instruction of mentally-re-1 
tarded children, and Provincial as­
sistance to boys and girls clubs andj 
community centres.

■
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'Asks Close Earmarking 
Sales Tax Effected

If the Provincial Government 
finds it necessary to impose a re­
tail sales tax this year, the whole 
of the yield should be earmarked 
for costs of education and social! 
services, according to D. O. Brown, 
Progressive Conservative Coalition j 
member for Vancouver-Burrard.

In the House yesterday Mr. Brown 
I differed from his Progressive Con* 
I servatlve colleague from Point Grey,] 
| Mrs. Tilly Rolstûp, who last week 
| roundly condemned sales tax 
g posais.

fbia should make a start on a con-1 
tributary plan. Excuses would not! 
be tolerated by the people anyg 
longer.

Dealing with social services, he 
maintained that if cost of living 
was going to level off at today’s 
figure, old-age pensions would have 
to be increased under a contributory 
scheme of some kind, and other al­
lowances would have to be revised.

Mr. Brown made a strong bid for 
provincial assistance to community 
centres and to Alcoholics Anony-

Entrance Age 
For Nurses 
Cut by Year

Minimum entrance age for stu-| 
dents in nursing schools will be II 
lowered from 19 years to 18 by an I 
amendment to the Registered | 
Nurses’ Act introduced by Provin-I 
cial Secretary George Pearson in| 
the Legislature.

The bill makes no change in edu­
cational requirements, which will 
continue to be high school gradua­
tion with university entrance, or its 
equivalent as certified by the regis­
trar of the University of British 
Columbia.

The bill was one of four intro-1 
duced by Mr. Pearson.

Two others, amending the Indus-1 
trial School for Boys’ Act and the| 
Industrial School for Girls’ Act, pro­
vide authority for the superinten-l 
dent of child welfare to recom-l 
mend removal of an inmate to any| 
common jail or mental hospital.

An amendment to the Medical 
Act will allow the Council of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
jof British Columbia to apply funds 
to the assistance of members and 
former members and their de­
pendents.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans-1 
comb introduced a bill to amend! 
la section of the Trust Companies! 
[Act relating to reserve funds.

Wismer Speech
H.1'raid that il the Oo,enm«nt^ËDNËsD^T!ÂÇcîn7^8l)ef Pnds
x„MrVt malr* ends meet and W—1 ..... ....................■■ ■■>■■■.......... m ^ ^* V/****tJ

Car Insurance
I couldn’t make ends meet and was 

compelled to tap new revenue 
sources, sales tax was the equitable1 
and realistic answer.

“It certainly is in keeping with!
I the ‘ability to pay’ idea, and that] 

is of paramount importance,” Mr. 
Brown said.
He was emphatic, however, that 

there must be a definite and un­
conditional provision that "not one 
red cent could be used for any 
purposes other than to help finance 
education and to pay our share of 

social services.’
• As as alternative, Mr. Brown sug- 

conslderation of a tax on] 
| unearned increment. This, he

ted, would be the best way to 
iep the province's bank accoi
I in good shape and at the same time] 

do a better job for those in ni 
of social assistance. '

Either of those means of finding!
I additional revenue would 

within provincial powers and 
not conflict with the Domini) 

provincial agreement.
He maintained, however, that 

re could be no argument that 
he cost of social services should 

be borne by the Federal
nt, whose budget sqrpl__
i running into hundreds of roll­

off dollars annually.
"It ta- their .rwporudbWty, ,

! they hive got 
ter deal," Mr. Brown

leated Words

Eas Winch 
ties Claims

Allegation by Allan J. McDonell, 
(Cln. Vancouver Centre) that the 
C.C.F. had invited the Communist 
Party into its ranks to obtain with­
drawal of the Communist candidate 
in the Saanich by-election brought a 
heated exchange with Opposition 
Leader Harold Winch in the House 
Monday night. [~
"The statement is absolutely and I

I positively incorrect,” Mr. Winch de-1 
dared and insisted that no member 1 
was permitted to make a misstate-1 
ment about another.
Mr. Speaker ordered that Mr.

I Winch’s statement must be accepted. 
Mr. McDonell was also forced to 

accept a denial that Mr. Winch had 
ever called for a "National Social­

istic state” in Canada.
Mr. McDonell continued, however,
ito inform the House that Mr. Winch 

had appeared on the same platform 
during the Nanaimo laundry strike 
and had on the platform no one 
"lower in rank than thirty-three 

degree Communists."
“The chairman was Harold Prit- 
iett,” he continued. "The meeting 

i called by the B.G. Federation at

Attorney General Gordon Wismer 
told the House flatly yesterday 
that he was not going to be stam­
peded by press reports into aban­
doning the safety and responsibil­
ity law which provides for im­
pounding of motor vehicles.

There’were plenty of adminlstra- 
|tive difficulties, but that did not! 

nean the law was all bad. It was! 
designed to meet the mounting tolls 
of death and destruction bn high-f 
ways, and if Manitoba’s experience! 
could be accepted as a guide, there! 
was little doubt that it would aid g 
greatly in meeting the problem.

Replying to criticisms regarding! 
the impounding of cars of tourists | 
and visitors from other provinces, | 
Mr. Wismer declared “that a person § 
killed by a tourist is just as dead! 
as one killed by a British Columbia g 
car."

The law must either be enforced I
I or not enforced, and police could j 

riot be expected to decide the case J 
of every motorist who did not carry g 
a pink card.
Step by step the minister an-

Ialyaed the Saskatchewan legisla­
tion, which has won praise from the 
C.CJP. benches, and showed that 
there was little protection provided 

fpr public liability.



was time for Canadians inside and 
outside of politics to join together in 
facing the “greatest threat to the 
Canadian way of life which we 
have ever experienced.’’
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Opposition Challenged 
|0n Socialist Question

A challenge to dispute the argu-1 
! ment that socialism is not possible» 
on a provincial basis was hurled at|| 
the Opposition benches yesterday! 
by Attorney-General and Labor! 
Minister Gordon S. Wismer as he! 
concluded the address in reply tog 
the Speech from the Throne.

Under the terms of the B.N.A I 
Act, control of all financial matters! 
rested with Ottawa. Provinciallyl 
there would be no control over the I 
flight of capital which would follow | 
a C.C.F. Government.

The entire economy of Canada had! 
been built up with venture capital! 
and not one dollar would be invested! 
if the C.C.F. had control. Saskat-f 
chewan served as an example of g 
where businessmen and citizens I 
being frightened away, the minister! 
said, quoting figures on the déclin-1 
lng population of' that province. 
"PLAYING POLITICS”

Defending British Columbia's part 8 
in concluding the Dominion-Provin-1 
cial tax agreement, he declared! 
Ontario and Quebec were playing @ 
politics with "this great issue of| 
national unity” in refusing to accepts 
the Hart proposals or to put forth g 

| any of their own.
Prime Minister King had made it g 

| clear, the minister said, that the I 
promised Federal health insurance! 
and contributory pension plans! 
| could not be undertaken until a sut- g 
I ficient number of provinces had I 
I signed up. Since seven had already | 
I signed, it appeared that this meant g 
I either Ontario or Quebec.

Mr. Wismer was convinced that! 
I neither province would sign up with! 
I the King Government “because they! 
I want to see it swept from power! 
H regardless of the crying need ini 
I Canada for social security measures. T 

The financial position of the Gov-1 
[eminent was currently very much! 
I influenced by health and welfare! 
I costs, he stated, and any money from! 
I new taxes must be earmarked fori 
I these purposes until the Dominion! 
I had taken over the burden. Other-f 
[wise there would be no justification| 
| for the tax.

Cornox Steel Mill 
Proposed in House

Establishment at » steel 
mill at Comox using elec­

trical power, from Elk Falls, 
coke ovens at Union Bay and 
high-grade British Columbia 
ore, was predicted in the 
Legislature Monday night by 
Allan-J. McDonell (Coalition, 
Vancouver Centre).

With ample electric power, 
a mill could operate with 
capacity as low aa 100 tons 
a day for which a market 
could be found, whereas with 
blast furnace or open hearth 
processes it was not economi­
cal to produce less than 250 
tons a day.

The speaker said a steel 
rolling mill at Vancouver was 
scheduled to start production 
within a month.

litter Speech
jByC.CF.Whip 
|Hits Finances

Charges of deliberately misleading I
■ the people of the province during 1
■ the Saanich and Cariboo by-elec-1 
[tion campaigns were leveled at the!
I Government in the House Monday!
B night by C.C.F. Whip Herbert Gar-g 
I grave (Mackenzie).

"At no time was any indication 1 
| given of the financial situation of | 
[the Province—that the Minister of I 
I Finance would probably slap on any
■ iniquitous sales tax,’’ Mr: GargraveJ 
1 declared.

“All that was given was a picture I
■ of prosperity under a businessmen’s |
| government. Now we are beginning g
■ to see what a mess of things that!
1 businessmen’s government hasg 
| made.”

Then, turning to statements made [ 
[in the Saanich by-election, he re- 
! called the people there had been| 
1 promised $65,000 for public works [ 
[next yeat, and declared:
I HINTS BRIBERY

“Promises of that kind before j 
I money has been voted by this [ 
j Legislature to my mind approach | 
I bribery.”

Both Premier Johnson and Public I 
[Works Minister E. C. Carson inter-] 
Ejected that the money had been] 
[ approved last year.

Of the Dominion-Provincial tax] 
[agreement, he'Said former Premier] 
[and Finance Minister John Hart] 
[had described it as providing an] 
R "expanding revenue to meet our I 
8growing requirements,” bringing] 
| financial stability for years.

“Now we find that Ottawa was I 
| just a little too smart, and the [
■ Premier and the Minister of Fi-J 
| nance are beginning to cavil at the | 
[deal.

“Right now we should admit we| 
[ didn’t make a very good deal. With | 
| $138,000,000 collected by the Do-1 
[minion in this province last ye*r,[ 
[ certainly our share should be. more | 
| than $23,000,000.”

Attacking the proposed sales tax | 
| as “disgraceful” in indefensible in | 
| modem economy, he said if the I 
J Government needed more money it j 
| should get it from the monopolists I 
| who were showing profits out of ] 
1 all reason.
Isays plan absurd

Covering a ide field in the Op- j 
| position’s final blow of the Throne I 
j Speech debate, Mr. Gargrave dUbbed I
■ the province’s automobile insurance ] 
| plan as absurd.

Of Premier Johnson’s emphasis [ 
| on Green Book proposals, he said I 
| the book would be green with age| 
| before Ottawa got around to carry- 
[ing the proposals out. “We want] 
[to* hear the Premier’s 'plans forj 
| health insurance,” he said.

Dealing with operations of 
| new Labor Relations Board, he j 
| its functions should be made a j 
| clearer than they were now,
[its hearings on proposed chang 

j^the Industrial Conciliation at 
Act should

\ Attorney- General Assails 
{“Trojan Horse99 Tactics

There was a “Trojan Horse” in 
| Czecho-Slovakia as there is now in 
] England, in the United States and 
[Canada, Attorney-General and La- 
[bor Minister Gordon S. Wismer

gratulation to the new Czech govern­
ment was a slap in the face to all 
Canadians, he declared, as both 
men looked on from the gallery.

The present was no time for long- 
lge criticism of the King Govern­
ing Mr. Wismer

attorney-general wismer 
I said in the House yesterday .as hej 
I gave the Communists a tongue-lash- [ 
| lng.

He called attention to “spectacle | 
| of the greatest totalitarian country | 
| in the world ‘liberating’ state after j 
[state in eastern Europe” and asked] 
■ if there was not some similarity | 
| with 1939 in the methods employed. | 

Coming closer to home he pointed! 
| that the methods employed were[ 
[the same as those employed by] 
| Communists in B.C. — gaining con-1 
[trol of large labor unions — and] 
[stated that regardless of whether 1 
|the C.C.F. had Invited Communist] 
[support there was no question that] 
[they were getting it across Canada.| 

Action by Nigel Morgan and Tlm| 
| Buck in sending messages of con- fl

Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 p-m.—Budget speech of 
Hon. Herbert Anscomb.

Committees—Social Welfare 
and Education, 9:30 a.m„ 
Cedar Room: Private Bills, 
10:30 a.m., Maple Room; Agri­
culture, 10 a.m., No. 1 Com­
mittee Room.

\.New Members 
\Assume Seats

Arthur J. R. Ash, Saanich, and] 
|Walter Hogg, Caribou, took their] 
[seats in the Legislature for the first] 
[time yesterday, as by-election re-] 
[suits were officially presented to Mr.j 
| Speaker, R. H. Carson.

Both men wye sworn in yesterday J
[morning. Mr. Ash was led to 
[seat by Hon. Herbert Anscomb i 
| Mr. Hogg by Premier Byron Jol

suggested.

life which

[Report Shows 
Deficit Erased 

[By New Prices
New gasoline prices may eliminate 

I deficits of British Columbia oil com- 
Ipanies and allow some to make] 
[substantial profits.

Last year only Standard of B.C., 
[among the three big oil companies 
[in the Province, showed a profit.

This was indicated when Premier | 
[Byron Johnson tabled in the Legis- 
! lature the report of George A. 
1 Touche & Company, chartered 
1 accountants, who probed oil com- 
| panics’ claims submitted to the Coal 
[and Petroleum Control Board.

Gas prices are five cents a gallon 
I higher than last year, with 4*4 cents 
j going to oil companies and one-half 
| cent to retailers.

The accountants reported that 
| Imperial Oil Company stood to lose 
| $1,476,001 if no increase was granted. 
| With the increase, the company | 
m! should realize a profit of $575,635 ! 
| or 7.3 per cent on its employed 
I capital, whiclî income taxes would 
g reduce to 4.75 per cent.

Standard Oil of B.C. would have 
[shown a slight profit of $20,820 at 
I the old prices and with the new 
I rates stands to make $1,039,901 for 
| the year, representing 18.81 per àent I 
| on employed capital, or 12.j$3 per 
| cent after income taxes.

Shell Oil Company faced a pos- 
1 sible loss of $221,224 at the old price, 
| according to the report, but at the 
I new rate should have a profit of 
117.3 per cent on employed capital, 
I which income taxes would reduce to 
g 11.25 per cent.

For the smaller companies, the 
I accountants’ report showed that, 
S Home Oil showed a profit pf $122,- 
1894 or 5.71 per cent on employed 
I capital for last year; MccColl-Fron- 
j itenac. a loss of $93,947; United OU 
la profit of $48,169 or 27.07 per cent 
| on employed capital and British 
I American showed a profit of $513,890 
| or 7.84 per cent.



THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1948WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1948

House Committee Will Receive 
100 Agricultural Resolutions

More than 100 resolutions havej*J 
been approved by the Advisory®
Board of the Farmers' Institutes ■ 
and will be presented to the Agri-W 
cultural Committee of the House,8 
which holds its first session this! 
morning. i

The resolutions were approved» 
during a two-day session of the» 
board which concluded yesterday |j 

Farmers should be allowed tori 
destroy deer when the animals arefêl 
destroying farm crops, the boardpl 
decided in endorsing a resolution’', 
presented by A. R. Hiscock, repre-r 
senting Vancouver Island and thel 
Gulf Islands.

To increase the number of game 
fish in British Columbia lakes, the 
board wants the Government to 
establish a research plan; and to 
keep down the spread of predatory 
animals appointment of more 
hunters will be requested, 

y The Public Works Department 
will be asked to play a more active 

I part in removing bush fçom the 
| sides of highways and to provide 
power equipment for the spraying 
and killing of noxious weeds at the 
roadside.

Claiming that farmers bear an 
unfair proportion of school taxes, 
the board will ask the Government 
to revise the whole system of school 
taxation.

The board will express dissatis­
faction with rural mail service on 
Vancouver

Thursday, march is, 1948

Commission 
To Require 
$20,000,000

Power Commission requirements 
for the current fiscal year and 
1948-49 will be in the neighborhood 
of $20,000,000, from its total borrow­
ing authority of $30,000,000.

This was announced in the bud­
get speech yesterday by Finance 
Minister Anscomb.

He told the House that up to 
March 31 last, the Government had 
advanced to the Commission a total 
of $9,181,350, of which $7,611,350 waa 
loaned during the fiscal year ended 
at that date. Interest on loans or 
advances so far made had been paid 
by the commission.

He explained that the commission 
would begin to pay sinking funds on 
loans made by the Government four 
years from the start of the loans at 
a rate to permit of liquidation in 
40 years.

The Government itself, however, 
in some cases had borrowed the 
money for a period of half that time, 
so that when the loans came due 
they would not be entirely liquidated 
at the first due date by sinking fund# 
provided by the commission.

In other words, the Government 
would have to refund a portion of 
them.

-Hi
HON. HERBERT ANSCOMB

"Critical Times Ahead’' 
Suggestion to Members

Island; opposition to 
daylight saving time; urge the 
government to oppose any increases 
in British Columbia freight rates 
and stricter enforcement of the 
Pure Foods Act and will request 
that the Government introduce a 
scheme of health insurance in the 
Province.

Closing his budget speech in the 
House yesterday with a review of 
economic trends, Finance Minister 
Anscopib said a national survey of 
business conditions in 1947 revealed 
a year of great activity and accom­
plishment.

But; he warned: “Consideration of 
economic developments suggests the 
possibility of critical times ahead.",

He brought to light the fact that 
the net value of production in 
British Colombia was estimated at 
$680,000,000 last year, an increase of 
$120,000,000 over the year before.

Industrial production showed in­
creasing gains. At no time was 
employment higher -and unemploy-* 
ment less.

Retail sales index, the gauge of 
spending, rose from 194 in 1944 to 
250.5 last year. Bank debits, partly 
reflecting rising prices and specu­
lative activity, climbed to $6,539,- 
000,000.

The minister was apprehensive of

conditions in Europe and their 
effect on Canada’s export trade. He 
said Canada was going through a 
critical exchange situation. Though
it had an export surplus, that sur­
plus was not convertible into United 
States dollars, and thus the country 
could not meet fully payments for 
imports from the United States.

It was his opinion that the cur­
rent austerity program could have 
been prevented had trading been] 
based more closely on the real value 
of the dollar rather than on a| 
dollar pegged artificially.

Speaking of inflation, he said: : 
"Self - restraint should be tfhe 
watchword, for if the rise in prices 
were to continue, normal safe-

Net Debt Decrease Last Year 
Set at $10,242,377 for B.C.

In a review of public debt in his 
budget speech yesterday, Finance : 
Minister Herbert Anscomb announc­
ed a decrease of $10,242,377 in the 
net debt last year.

On December 31 last, gross debt 
of the Province stood at $165,702,- 
659, and net debt $122,406,186.

On a per capita basis, net debt 
was lowered from $177.74 to $116.58, 
and Mr. Anscomb said that so far 
as debt was concerned the Province 
was in a tsronger position today 
than it had been for many years. 
Average rate of interest payable on 
debt was 3.44 per cent 

Value of the provniclal sinking 
funds on December 31 was $24^96,- 
472. Maturities falling due in 1948 
and early in 1949 would be repaid 
from sinking funds. All sinking 
fund installments had been paid for 
during the current year.

Total assets of the Province at 
March 31, 1947, were $332,109,661, or 
#lWL7Ti more than the previous

676, the Minister said. It was the 
Government's intention to have a 
proper evaluation made of the rail­
way's assets in order to determine 
the value that should be inscribed 
in the accounts of the Province.

Largest net revenue surplus in its 
history accrued to the Province dur­
ing the year ended March 31 last, 
when a current account income of 
$56,817,944 exceeded current expen­
ditures of $46,313,293 by $10.502,660. 
Collections exceeded estimates by 
$14,665,000, and expenditures were 
$2^57,565 greater than was antld-

Probable expenditures by the I 
Province for the current year were 
placed at $65,674,000, against an 
original estimate of $58,781,000. 
Authority for that would be supple­
mentary estimates for $3,416,000, 
special warrants already authorised 
of IL259.000, and statutory ever*

$257,059,092, or
at the
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B.C. More Than Doubles

Expenditure of $77,449,869 
Finance Minister’s Estimate; 

Ins Is Nominal $166,4401
levenue Estimate Highest Hope 

Anscomb Tells House in Speech
la three years, British Columbia has more than 

| doubled its provincial budget.
Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb’s second budget 

I presented .to the Legislature yesterday anticipates a total 
! revenue of $77,616,309 — greater by $18,700,000 than the 
estimate for the current fiscal year, and by $40,348,500 
than that for 1945-46.

It estimates expenditures at $77.»
440,869, for a nominal surplus of 
$166,440.

What tl;e actual surplus will he 
only another year’s operations will 
tell. For 1946-47 it was $10,502,660.

Yet Mr. Anscomb prefaced his esti­
mates with this caution:

“The estimate of our revenue re­
flects the most we dare hope to re­
ceive as current income.

*’On the other side of the ledger, 
hdwever, we have costs based on 
present prices. If the spiral of In­
flation keeps rising, it will be next 
to impossible to keep expenditures 

j within the estimated appropria­
tions."
NEW REVENUE

| Major new revenue is the $12,000,- 
[ 000 estimated to come from the three 

per cent sales tax. Increased tim­
ber royalties are expected to yield 
another $900,000. All/other revenue 
sources are calculated to produce 
$64,716,000, nearly $6,000,000 more 
than their original estimated return 
for the current year.

The minister estimates liquor prof­
its in the coming year at $13,600,000.
Though $1,900,000 higher than last 
session's estimate, that is just 
$1,000,000 -ess than actual profit for 
1946-47. and $2.000,000 less than the 
probable profit for the year ending 
this month.

Expenditure estimates are greater 
by $18,668,534 that the amount 
originally anticipated for the cur­
rent year, by $31,134,675 than actual 
expenditures in 1946-47.

However, Mr. Anscomb pointed to 
experience during the current year, 
when supplementary estimates, 
special warrants and statutory over­

tures raised the total of 
^ ^*780,000 to

EXCEED EXPENDITURES
Next year’s -estimates, therefore,! 

would exceed the expenditures anti-1 
cipated for this year by about $11.-1 
800,000.

The minister presented to the I 
House the following summary of I 
estimated 1948-49 expenditures by I 
departments, with increases over j 
current year’s anticipated totals | 
shown in brackets:

Public debt, $10,987,915 ($364,689).g
Legislation, $195,100 ($11,990).
Premier’s office, $30,118 ($2,768).
Agriculture, $790,070 ($95,770).
Attorney-General, $3,793,923g 

($198,552).
Education, $12,981,537 ($l,731,-g

960).
Finance, $7,797,890 ($4,134,236; in-| 

eluding municipalities’ . $4,000,0001 
share of sales tax revenue).

Fisheries, $33,438 ($8,668).
Health and welfare, $13,679,691 g 

($2,611,226).
Labor, $384,685 ($99,600).
Lands and forests, $6,426,6661 

($1,239,499).
Mines, $585,180 ($64,720 decrease).g
Municipal affairs, $69,067 ($34,-1 

067).
Provincial Secretary, $7,880,892 g 

($727,578).
Public Utilities and Motor Carrier g 

Act, «941,761 (146,867).
Public Works, $11,945,382 ($1,104,-1 

007).-
Railways, $18,764 ($1,764).
Trade and Industry, «601,380 ($63,-1 

395) %
Most of the Increase for educa-l 

tlon, Mr. Anscomb said, ws attribut- ; 
able firstly to $1,100,000 special aid I 
to rural school districts to lessen the I 
tax burden on real property ■ 
that was most severe, and' secondly! 
to an Increase In basic grants due| 
to expansion In school attendance.

For health and welfare, morel 
was needed to carry out! 
policy and provide addl-f 

funds for broader scope with! 
to health units, tuberculosis | 
and welfare services gener-|

T Under the beading labor,
1 additional $29,065 was needed fori 
I the Industrial Conciliation and! 
I Arbitration Board, and an additional! 
I$63,820 for the new Labor Relations! 
I Board. (Chairman of the five-man! 
I board receives $7,500, members $5,000| 
I each, plus expenses.)

Most of an extra «727576 for the! 
I Provincial Secretary's Departmentf 
1 was to cover Increase In the Govem-| 
Iment's contribution to civil i 
I superannuation, larger grants 
| hospitals generally, and Increased! 
| operating costs.

Dealing with public works, thel 
I minister said notwithstanding an g 
I all-time record provision In the! 
I main estimates last year of $9,820,- 
1512, the department had found ltl 
I necessary, as a result of price Inf la-j 
I tlon, to over-expend by more than!
I $1,000,000.
I MAINTENANCE HIGH

Amount sought by that depart-! 
I ment was «1,100,000 greater than| 
| actual expenditure this year, to en- 
| able minimum requirements to be! 
I carried out. For maintenance! 
I alone, no less than $9570,000 would | 
| have to be spent

Answering statements that! 
I revenue from gasoline tax and| 
I licensing of vehicles was far In ex- 
I cess of amounts spent on upkeep of I 
I highways, roads and bridges, Mr. I 
I Anscomb presented figures showing! 
I estimated expenditure at $14560,000,1 
I Including debt charges, against | 
I revenue of $13,945,000.

He showed that the Department! 
IOf Trade and Industry was asking! 
Ian additional «23,705 for the Travel! 
I Bureau and «35,990 for the Bureau J 

nomica.

Today in the 
Legislature

3:30 pm.: Budget debate 
opens.

C.CF. Leader Harold Winch 
(Vancouver Bast) will be the 
sole speaker, leading for the 
Opposition following delivery 
of the budget yesterday.

Committees —Municipal 
Matters, Cedar Room, 10 am., 
to receive representations from 

. ynloo of British Columbia 
Municipalities.

Comparison 
Of Costs 

Is Presented
Presenting the problem of mount- 

ling welfare costs to the Legislature1 
g yesterday, Finance Minister Ans­
el comb disclosed that in the coming 
li year the Province would spend more 
| than $20,000,000 on social services.

“That,” he emphasized, “is nearly 
[jas great as the total revenue the 
|.i Tolmie Government (1928-33), at 
libne time, had to run the entire 
| Province.”

Presenting a comparison of costs 
I of productive and non-productive 
0 services, he said the coming year’s 
B $77,450,000 expenditure would be 
| apportioned this way:

Debt services, 14.75 per cent.
Social services, 42.58.
Productive services (agriculture, 

| public domain, highways, bridges 
land ferries), 22.44.

General services, 20.23.
He asked the House to note that 

| the sum to be spent on social serv- 
[•' ices generally was nearly twice that 
I to go to productive services.

“Notwithstanding a very substan­
tial increase in expenditures for 
h productive services—that is, for de­
velopment of our basic economy, 
j] agriculture, forests, mining, high- 
; ways and the like — the allocation 
[jdoes not, in my judgment, represent 

proper proportion of the total,'
|he declared.

“W6 have to face the facts. It is 
jthe money we are spending on pro­
ductive enterprise and the initiative 
land energy of our own people who 
I produce and make a profit, that 
I provides the means for our great 
jS social service structure."
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IB.C. Municipal Aid 
{Total $17,988,000

Legislature Told Provincial Action , 
Generous—Report Adoption Asked

Direct financial aid by the Province to municipalities 
Swill total $17,988,000 in the coming fiscal year, Finance 
l Minister Herbert Anscomb announced in his budget 
| speech to the Legislature yesterday.
| That, he said, compared with a total of only $2,965,449 
!in 1941-42.

Here la how the minister said 
kijthe assistance would be allocated:

One third of retail sales tax, esti- 
| mated at $4,000,000.

School salary grants, transporta­
tion and teachers’ pensions, $6,800,000 

One-half share of new buildings, 
| $3,000,000.

Indigent relief, medical and hos- 
Jpital services, $2,348,000.

Keep and transport of prisoners, 
| $60,000.

Local roads, $70,000.
Share of motor vehicle licences,

I $1,600,000.
| Interest on municipal pension plan 
I loans certificates, $110,000.
1 . “Surely no better evidence of gen- 
1 erosity could be submitted,” Mr. 
I Anscomb declared.

“In addition to this direct aid, 
1 the Government extends annual 
I costly indirect aid by way of grants 
I to hospitals, health and welfare 
5 services, etc. etc., and but a few 
g months ago paid over to the muni 
Bclpalitles giants totaling $2,680,000 
I to either repay debts, re-establish 
I sinking funds, or for capital projects.
I ACCEPT REPORT

Dealing with provincial-municipal 
I relations generally, he said the 
I Goldenberg Commission recom- 
■ mandations, “for all practical pur- 
I poses," were accepted by the Gov- 
J emment in the belief that a firm, 
I equitable, and permanent fiscal re­
lationship had been established; 
I more particularly because the Gov 
| emment already had extended 
I bountiful relief to the municipalities 
I through implementation of the 
J Cameron Réport earlier.

He concluded:
“This Government readily admits 

I that since implementing the Golden- 
Jberg recommendations the spiral of 

ijlhas created new financial 
for the municipalities, 

that once again additional aid 
l have to be extended to them. 

“But let us not forget- that the 
j commissioner took great pains to

assess the problems and to suggest, 
not palliatives, but long-term solu­
tions for them . . .

“It was the commissioner’s stated 
belief that municipalities generally 
were in a satisfactory financial posi­
tion; that many of the grievances 
on which their claims for redress 
were based no longer existed, and 
that some of their claims for addi­
tional revenue were basically un­
sound ... )

“As I pointed out last year, Com­
missioner Goldenberg in several in­
stances recommended important 
changes in municipal assessment, 
taxation, and methods of admin­
istration, which were equally a part 
of the solution of the municipal 
problem.
GAVE LEGAL MEANS

“The Province provided whatever 
legal means were necessary, and it 
is now time for the municipalities to 
meet their own responsibilities.”

Turning to school building pro­
grams, he said Government accept­
ance under the Cameron Report of 
50 per cent of costs had resulted in 
all boards launching on programs 
much greater in extent than they 
otherwise would have done. It had 
led to a looseness.

He disclosed that the Minister of 
Education now had before him ap­
plications for schools to a total cost 
of $40,000,000, which, if the Govern­
ment agreed to them, would cost the 
Province $20,000,000.

“It must be quite obvious to every­
body,” the minister pointed out, 
"that a program of that sort can­
not be financed by the Province out 
of current revenue.

"While we propose to earmark 
$4,000,000 for the immediate present 
out of revenue surplus account, from 
that time on it will have to be 
financed by provincial loans. I do 
not think it will be necessary for 
me to Introduce a loan bill tills 
session on that account, but I shall 
have to do so at the next session.?

No Strings 
On Tax 

To Cities
Municipalities’ one-third share ol 

proceeds from the provincial 3 per 
cent retail sales tax to be imposed 
this year will be paid over to them 
without any strings attached.

“It will be the responsibility of 
each of the municipalities to allo­
cate its respective portion in that 
manner as will best meet its own 
requirements," Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscomb told the House 
yesterday.

“There will be no vestige of co­
ercion as to where or how .the 
money shall be spent.”

Of the $12,000,000 the new tax is 
estimated to yield at the outset,! 
$4,000,000 will be given to munici­
palities, $8,000,000 retained by the 
Province to balance its budget.

The Province will devote its two- 
thirds to "purposes of a nature such 
as social services, health and wel­
fare, and old-age pensions.
NO LIST OF GOODS 

Beyond saying he would recom­
mend liberal exemptions from the 
tax for food for "family” consump­
tion, the minister did not enumerate 
what goods would be taxable, what 
exempt. That will come when the 
Retail Bales Tax bill reaches the 
House.

'Leading up to the Government’s 
determination to levy a sales tax, 
he said it was neither easy nor 
pleasant to arrive at such a decision, 
but it was inescapable because of 
economic forces beyond the Gov­
ernment’s control.

"One thing certain was that we 
had reached a point when neither 
compromise nor a deficit budget 
could be tolerated,” Mr. Anscomb 
explained.

“To becloud the real issue .and 
facts would have been an unfor­
givable disservice to the people of 
this Province; to have done so would 
only postpone until the next year 

| the evil to be faced in double xfteas- 
iure."
VOLUME INADEQUATE x 

While some measure of increased 
revenue was available through 
higher timber royalties and -from 
greater liquor profits, gasoline tax, 
motor vehicle licence fees, and) 

I other sources, the possible volume 
was quite Inadequate.

I Notwithstanding certain munici- 
pal opinion to the contrary, the re­
tail sales tax was not a new 
in British Columbia, tlfe 
continued. It had been c 
by his department many times.

Answering municipalities' 
for a greater share of the tax yield, 
he said that collections within mu­
nicipal areas at 3 per cent, ba 
on population, would amount 
about $9,000,000. But to 
that all sales made within a 
pal area were of articles (or 
therein would be most erroneous. 
NEARLY HALF 

"When we consider," he explaii 
that a great deal of the 

and equipment

$ proposed grant of $4,000,000, rather I 
tjthan being but one-third of the! 
I total, is approximately so per cent!

“There is a further fact to bç| 
j considered — and this was 
I phasized in the Goldenberg Report I 

- that much of the wealth finally! 
I spent in municipal areas originates! 
■ in the hinterland. The needs of the| 
I Province must be considered as a I 
I whole, and not with relation i 
I to various separate needs."

Current Trent 
Reflected 

I In Estimates
Mainly reflecting current trei 

I in salary and material costs, esti-|
I mates tabled by Finance Mini 
I Herbert Anscomb in the Leg
■ yesterday also indicated expansion I 
I some Government departments.

The House, which voted $20,0 
I last year to fight the Province’s dis 
I criminatory freight rates case and l$| 
I now being asked to approve an add!
I tlonal $89,000 in supplementary estl 
I mates, will be called on to appropria]
] ate $25,000 for the case for the com-|
I lng year.

Education Department’s apfrropl 
lation of $12,981,537—$2,850,000 1 
jthan last year—will include near) 
j $1,000,000 more in basic and supple-fl 
I mentary grants; but $22,000 is lopp 
j off last year’s $395,300 for adult| 
I education.
I AGRICULTURAL AID

Department of Agriculture's esti-| 
I mates allow $185,000 for the livestock! 
I branch, against $142,000 last year; I 
1 $15,000 for subsidies on agricultural! 
I lime, against $8,000, and an extra I 
I $2,000 for agricultural fairs, which! 
a last year got $10,000. Votes for soil| 
I surveys, agricultural development! 
land extension, engineering, and land! 
I clearing also are increased, by || 
I roughly 20 per cent.

In estimates of Department of| 
I Health and Welfare appears a| 
I doubled grant of $50,000 for cancer | 
I control and a new grant of $25,00d| 
I for arthritis control. Vote for the! 
I division of tuberculosis control is| 
I increased by nearly $400,000 to| 
| $1,628,775.

Expension of the Government’s I
■ program of surveying and mapping | 
I is indicated in a $230,000 estimate for | 
I that branch, $95,000 more than last| 
I year. Provincial parks will get $182,- 
[600, against last year’s $75,000.1 
[Estimates of the surveys branch are| 
I doubled to $254,720.

Mines Department is asking *for| 
I $50,000 more than last year's $150,- 
1000 for mining roads and trails.

Covered extensively by Mr. Ans-1 
| comb in his budget speech, most| 
| impressive increases in expenditure V 
J estimates are for social assistance,! 
| hospitals and mental hospitals.

Hospital administration andl 
| grants call for $2,265,290, compared J 
[with last year’s estimate of $1,809,- 
1155; mental hospitals $3,076,207. |
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Budget
Meets Prompt
ors See Possibility\May 

\Of Boost
[Capital Projects’ Expenditure

Mill Rate Adds Up to $28,600,000 Total
The Provincial Government’s proposed sales tax not 

jonly does not meet the needs of municipalities for in­
creased revenues to meet soaring costs but makes it almost 
Impossible for them to carry out the Government’s 
recommendation that they help themselves. The result 
may be a zooming mill rate, or virtually no improvements 
to roads and other public services.

This was the reaction voiced fol-jpose a business tax, July 1. 
lowing a meeting last night by 
Mayor William Mott, president of 
the Union of British Columbia Mu­
nicipalities, and Mayor Percy E.
George, vice-president.

I They said a special meeting of 
I the executive of the union would be 
[called to see what action would be 
[taken.
I “We can't say we don’t want this 
I money," they declared, “but it has

Proposed expenditures on capital 
projects in British Columbia in the 
fiscal year add up to a total of 
$28,600,000.

To meet them, $5,000,000 will be 
taken from revenue surplus and 
$23,600,000 derived from capital bor­
rowings, Finance Minister Anscomb 

| informed the Legislature yesterday.
Under its $3,000,000 borrowing 

powers already available, British 
Columbia Power Commission expects 

I to spend $11,000,000 on power de­
velopment or acquisition of existing 
plants.

Last session $15,000,000 was ap­
propriated from surplus revenue for 
highways, roads and ordinary 
bridges, to be expended at the rate 
of $5,000,000 annually. The 1947 
allotment has been spent, and with 
it a little more than $2,000,000 in 
extra payments to contractors, 
recommended by Mr. Justice Sidney 
Smith, because of cost increases 
beyond their control.

The third instalment from the 
$15,000,000, therefore, will be reduced 
by that amount.

I An additional loan bill will be 
asked this session.

| Total expenditures on capital ac­

count for roads, highways and! 
bridges generally will include $5,000.-1 
000, from surplus revenue, and! 
$4,600,000 from borrowings under! 
authority of loan acte of 1943 and! 
1946.

It is anticipated that $2,750,0001 
will be spent on steel and concrete] 
bridges from borrowings under last) 
year’s loan act.

A sum of $1.000,000 will be set 
aside for purchase of heavy road 
construction and maintenance 
machinery.

Cost of additional buildings at 
University of British Columbia Is 
estimated at $1,750,000, and expen­
ditures of $1,300,000 for provincial] 
buildings are contemplated, to be 
charged to borrowings under the 
1943 loan act.

Further borrowings for rolling 
stock, equipment and extraordinary 
maintenance of Pacific Great East­
ern Railway will be met by a loan 
bill of $5,000,000. of which $800,000 
will be spent during the coming year.

Authority will be taken for loans 
of $2,500,000 to set up the revolving 
fund for construction of forest roads, 
repayable by industry.

Pricei
forcéein Vancouver would 

higher than in other cities unlesi 
business men absorb the tax, Mayoi 
George and Mayor Mott contended!

They also listed the following ob-1 
jections to the Government’s fiscal l 
policy:

1. By the Cameron school legis­
lation and revised scales of social 
services the Government had caused 
school costs to soar but had pegged 
its own share of the cost.

2. The Government’s contribution 
to hospitals had been set 25 years 
ago, and municipal councils were 
left to meet all increases since. 
(Victoria paid three times its legal 
requirement last year).

3. Further changes in school and 
social service legislation this year 
could wipe out all sales tax benefits, 
leaving the municipalities worse off 
than before.

4. The Government had failed to 
take the municipalities into its con­
fidence as to intended legislation 
this year, with the result that there 
was no way of knowing what ex­
penditures would be.
NO ASSURANCE

6. There was no assurance that 
i the Government would not eventu­

ally take the whole of the proposed 
: sales tax. A one-third share of 
; amusement and pari-mutuel taxes 
was once granted to the municipal- 

■ ities and later taken away, it was 
pointed out, while the one-third 

! share of motor vehicle licence rev- 
• enue was only restored last year.

Citv May Receive Little 
Of Sales Tax This Year

I Major recommendation of the 
commission was the imposition of a 
business tax by municipal councils.

Imposition of such a tax now, it 
Was pointed out, would in effect re­
sult in a double sales tax, because 

j the business tax would be passed on 
to the consumer by businessmen. 
This was without consideration for 
Federal sales taxes.
: This is what would happen if 
Vancouver follows its plan to lm-

Victoria may receive $282,000 a 
year from the proposed sales tax 
annually, but probably little or 

I none of it this year, 
i This was the interpretation placed 
Lon Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 
comb’s budget speech by Aid. Ed­
ward Williams, City Council finance 
committee chairman, as he ex­
pressed bitter disappointment at 
the inadequate provision for mu­
nicipal aid.

“I Just don’t know how we are 
going to balance our budget this 
year," he declared. ' * ‘

was little likelihood of much being 
done this year.

Said Reeve E. C. Warren of 
Saanich: “I don’t consider the Gov­
ernment has answered the plea of 
the municipalities through the 
U.B.C.M. I feel greatly disap­
pointed.”

Reeve R. A. Wootton of Oak Bay 
said he would like to see how the 
tax would work out before express­
ing any comment.

Aid. Williams drew particular at­
tention to the fact that the budget 
speech had made no direct refer­
ence to hospital aid. Victoria bad 
paid three times its legal require­
ment last year, and was apparently 
being left to continue on this basis 
for the current year. This, despite 
the fact that the Government was 
still basing its own contribution» on 
a standard set 25 years ago.

Opposes Policy

“It to »t least 
I certain that there wilt be no new 
[work. We will be reduced to bare 
I maintenance.’’
I Mayor Percy E. George also 
[pointed out that the city had been 
able to do little since the war in its

ibilitation program, and there

P. E. G1
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B.C. Tœc Agreement 
Seen Short of ‘Fair1

. funds for adequate social securitj
British Columbia’s tax agreement 

signed with Ottawa last year, though 
it will yield the Province an ad- 

’ditional $1,413,000 in the coming year, 
falls far short of a fair return for 
tax fields which the Province sur­
rendered.

Tis was indicated by Finance 
Minister Herbert Anscomb in his 
budget speech in the House y ester- 
ray. He said:

“We ... have every reason toj 
assume that had we retained all our 
taxing rights we would have enjoyed 
an Increased yield from the tax 
fields originally surrendered.

"While it is not possible to sayj 
what our position would have been 
had we not given up (these) tax 
fields, I think it can be assumed we 
would have collected in our own right | 
a very considerable sum.”
RENEW PRESSURE 

Mr. Anscomb said that the moment 
the session ended he and Premier 
Byron Johnson would bring renewed 
pressure to bear on Ottawa for an­
other conference.

“It will be pressed until we do 
| receive what is our Just and right 
return for the revenues we have 
handed to them," the minister 
declared.

He said there was conclusive evi­
dence that the agreement, which 
British Columbia signed in good 
faith, was predicated on the definite 
understanding that, as soon as a 
“sufficient” number of Provinces 
accepted agreements, the Dominion 
would implement its promises on 
social security measures and public 
investment requirements.
STILL NO SIGN

Seven out of nine Provinces had 
signed, yet there had not been any 
indication from the Dominion 
Govednment that it proposed to keep 
its promises to John Hart who, as 
Premier then, negotiated the agree­
ment for British Columbia.

Those promises were:
1. To accept full financial respon­

sibility for the relief of employable 
unemployed.

2. To accept full responsibility for 
pensions of persons 70 years of age 
and over.

3. To share equally with the 
Province cost of old age pensions 
between ages 65 to 70.

4. To assist any province going into 
the health insurance business.

5. A public investment program in 
Which Ottawa would pay 20 per cent 
of actual cost of construction of 
projects, if undertaken at a time to 
which the Dominion concurred.

Mr. Anscomb said the vast major­
ity of the people of Canada believed 

I the Dominion should participate to 
| a much greater extent in social ser- 

already established and initiate 
on a contributory national

“We signed the agreement in good| 
knowing full well that a e 

of our people’s 
__ used to aid other 

) favored Va British <
1 aBa,*ESE:' *1 in the1 f 

I of oùr t 
essentially

security!
and social and health services, andu 
give material assistance in the de-j 
velopment of our resources.

“I do not think there can be any| 
argument against a further con-g 
ference on the definition of ‘When a g 
sufficient number of Provinces have] 
signed up.'

Vote Today\ 
{Indicated

Major issue at this year’s session I 
of the Provincial Legislature, thej 
3 per cent sales tax proposal I 
announced by Finance Minister I 
Herbert Anscomb in his budget | 
speech yesterday, may be decided | 
on the floor of the House today- 
before the sales tax bill is even| 
presented.

It is expected that Opposition I 
Leader Harold Winch, who will! 
start the budget debate this after-j 
noon, will move an amendment tog 
delete the estimated $12,000,0 
sales tax revenue from the budget.!

If it carried, a motion of that! 
kind would defeat the Governments 

: Such an eventuality is so un-1 
PI likely as to be ruled out before the! 

motion is made; but the division! 
Mr. Winch undoubtedly will call fori 
is expected to see several Coalition! 
members voting with the Oppost-g 
tlon.

When he informed the House! 
yesterday that the Government in-| 
tends to bring in a retail sales taxi 
bill, Mr. Anscomb did not say any-1 
thing about machinery for its col-1 
lection or how it will be applied, I 
other than that food for “family |

1 consumption" will be exempted. 
TOKENS UNLIKELY

What is likely Is that:
L tokens will not be used.
2. The tax will apply to liquor | 

sales.
3. It will probably be added to I 

gasoline sales, which would boost | 
the present price one cent.

4. Mr. Anscomb’s reference to! 
"family consumption” rather than g 
human consumption of foods is g 
taken as an indication that restau-1 
rant meals may not escape the tax. I 
Under the “nearest cent” formula, I 
however, morning tea or coffee | 
likely will be exempted.

Expectation is that the levy willg 
be computed to the nearest cent, I 
meaning that chocolate bars and! 

rticies of that nature would! 
apt when purchased singly.! 

Daté wheft the new ta* will 
effect has not been mentioned.! 

,t, too, will be covered by the! 
bill, Probability is that the effec-l 
tive date will be April 1, which is! 
the beginning of the new fiscal year.]

Regard Sales Tax Grant 
[As Helping School Costs

Although the one-third share of I 
jjtbfc 8 per cent sales tax to be passed! 
loo to municipalities will be theirsf

I to disburse as they see fit, the bud- ] 
1 get speech made it obvious the | 
I Government regards the grant 
I a school cost aid.

Here is Finance Minister’s formula ! 
I for distribution by the Province to'
I municipalities:

1. Grants to cities and districts 
I will be computed by adding the 
I school population of 1947 to the 
I municipal population estimate for 
11946 and determining the per cent 
| ratio of these to the total.

2. Village municipalities, which 
I will receive assistance under special
■ grants made by the Education De- 
I partment, will receive an alloca- 
I tlon based on their population only.

Each percentage factor will de- 
I termine the portion payable to local 
I governments.

Mr. Anscomb said he had given 
la great deal of thought to distribu- 
Ition of the estimated $4,000,000.
■ The problem was twofold because 
I villages would automatically benefit
■ from the special aid the Govem- 
Iment proposed to give rural school 
I districts of which they formed part,
I whereas aid to cities and districts 
| embraced all purposes.

Sales Tax 
Highlight 
Of Budget
Highlights of the Provincial I 

I budget announced yesterday in-1 
I elude:

New Taxation — Three per cent I 
■ retail sales tax (essential foods ex-1 
lempted) estimated to yield $12,-1 
1000,000. Municipalities to get one-|
I third, - -wmmimmm

Estimated revenue, $77,616,309; I 
I expenditure, $77,449,869, for a nom-1 
I Inal surplus of $166,440.

Total aid to municipalities, $17,-1 
1988,000. I

Increase of $1,100,000 in aid to] 
•ural areas for education: - ’ » ■-$!§ 

Public works capital projects to | 
| cost $28,000,000.

Highway maintenance vote, $9,- IS 
|370,000.

Social service and education V>U 
8 cost Province $33,000,000, up $13,- jj 
1900,000.

Probable total /expenditure fori 
11947-48, $65,674,000, or nearly $7,-1 
1000,000 more than original estimate. I 

Net debt, $122,406,186, down $10,-1 
142,377. Per capita debt reduced by I 

I $61.16 to $116.58. I
I Sinking fund total, $24,296,472, up I 
I $3,223,550. I
1 Revenue surplus account down] 
| to $4,305,000 from $41 #36,374.

New royalties on timber to : 
$900,000.

Pacific Great Eastern 
■borrowing powers to be 1 

1,000,000, with $900,000 to be i
PÉpMpf

) on c

Supplementary 
Estimates 
IGiven House

Supplementary estimates total­
ling $3,415,236, to cover expenditures I
■ during the past year not provided 
Ifor in the 1947 budget, were tabled 
Iby Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 
|comb in the Legislature yesterday.

Establishing another new record, 
I they compare with $2,657,565 last! 
I year, $920,230 the year before, and 
I $661,428 in 1945.

Unbudgeted Public Works Depart-
■ ment costs account for almost one- 
I third of the total. Amounting to 
I $1,007,500, they include $795,000 
[more for roads, bridges, ferries and 
I Wharves than last year’s estimates 
B allowed, and $119,000 more for main- 
| tenance and repairs to buildings.

Other departmental totals shown 
|in the supplementary estimates are: 

Agriculture, $11,450. 
Attorney-General, $486,600. 
Finance, $75,185.
Education, $704,300.
Health and Welfare, $761,000 (so­

ldai assistance, $332,000).
Labor, $22.800.
Lands' and Forests, $31,000. 
Provindal Secretary, $320,000. 
Railways, $6,000.

Everything 
Year Late 
House Told

The anomaly of a year-eld 
balance‘sheet having to be pre­
sented to the Legislature because 
the session came before the end 
of the fiscal year drew comment 
from Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb in presenting his budget 
to the House yesterday.

It was a difficulty he had noted 
in his Brat budget speech a year 
earlier.
1 He conceded that the situation 
could not be rectified unless the 
doveroment decided to hold Its 
session at another period in the 
year, bringing it closer to the 
closing date of Government busi­
ness, March 11.

“A change like that Is net 
necessarily acceptable or advis­
able,” he remarked, “but It dees 
net alter the fact that, In a mod­
ern, fast-moving world, I am hav­
ing to tell yen of things Just a
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B.C. Budget
Whoever may be pleased by it, the Coali- 

tion Government's current budget of some 
$106,000,000 tabled in the House yester­
day ia likely to cause some thoughtful re­
flection on the part of the provincial tax­
payer. With estimated revenue expenditures 
of $77,449,849 and capital projects totaling 
$28,600,000, the Province is planning to 
spend approximately $100 per capita of 
population in the fiscal year 1948-49. It is 
strange on top of this, the largest budget in 
British Columbia history and more than 
twice as heavy as it was three years ago, to 
hear the Finance Minister warn that "ton- 
aideration of economic developments sug­
gests the possibility of critical times ahead.’’
They will be critical for the taxpayer, cer­
tainly.

There are two direct increases in taxation 
in the budget. One is the 3 pet cent sales 
tax, the operation of which has yet to be 
explained. The other is the increase in tim­
ber royalties. Both together are estimated to 
produce $12,900,000 in the coming fiscal 
year. Estimated revenues of $77.616,309, 
estimated revenue expenditures of $77,44?,- 
869, and a "nominal surplus" of $166,400 
are reported, apart from loan authority and 
loans of $5,000,000 for the P.G.E., $11,- 
000,000 for the B.C. Power Commission, 
and $2,500,000 for the Forest Development 
Fund. Projected capital outlays are placed 
at $28,600,000, to be financed by $23.- 
600,000 of old and new borrowings and 
$5,000,000 from accumulated surplus. Once 
again the estimated receipts seem low, the 
estimated expenditures high, and the "nomi­
nal surplus" fictional.

A good deal of the budget address was 
taken up in explaining what the Province 
had done with some $41,000,000 of accumu­
lated revenue surpluses, including more than j&jg| 
$10,000,000 in the last fiscal year closed. Hg* 
In plain terms it seems to have spent the 
money, and will now produce supplementary 
estimates of $3,416,000 of ordinary over- 
expenditure, $1,259,000 in special war­
rants, and $2,218,000 in over-expenditure 
on statutory accounts. While the Legis­
lature ia being asked to ratify the largest 
provincial tax bill in history, it would do 
well to inquire into such over-expenditures 
without its consent.

Elections Act 
Faces New 
Session Study

Virtually rewritten by the Leals. I 
lature last year, the Provincial Elec-1 
Hons Act Is to be reopened during g 
the present session.

Amendments to be Introduced lng 
the House this year are not expected | 
to Involve any major Issues, butE 
rather to effect changes In elec-1 
tlons machinery as a result of ex-1 
perlence In the Saanich and Cad-E 
boo by-elections, first In the prav-1 
In ce since the act was revised last g 
year.

Before they i 
act will be 
eommlttee of 1 
hold Its first i 

A motion by 1 
O. S. Pearson : 
committee as f

the House, the | 
by a special! 

House, which will! 
next Monday !

row (Coalition, North Okanagan),]
| J. H. Cates (Coalition, North Van-I 

couver), D. C. Brown (Coalition,! 
Burrard), Harold E. Which (C.C.F.I 
leader, Vancouver" East), Herbert I 
Oargrave (C.C.F., Mackenzie), and|

| T. A. Love (Coalition, Qrand Porks- 
Greenwood).

The committee will be consider-! 
ably smaller than that which the! 
House set up two years ago, and| 
which continued to function be­
tween sessions, holding hearings In I 
various parts of the province. The! 
first committee was assisted by a! 
departmental advisory committee I 
made up of officers concerned wlth| 
administration of the act.

A major outcome of Its recom-1 
mentations was enfranchisement of I 
East Indians and Chinese for the| 
first time.

The committee has until March! 
M to present Its report to the House.!

to l ‘~ fM 

■

Another Reveilne Grab
In plain terms, yesterday's Provincial bud­

get means that the Government are preparing 
to use the municipalities as an excuse to dig 
$12,000,000 additional out of the pockets 
of British Columbia taxpayers in another 
revenue grab by means of a 3 per cent sales 
tax, $8,000,000 of which will go direct to 
the provincial treasury. The municipalities 
are to be silenced with a $4,000,000 hand­
out, the collection of which will still further 
reduce the municipal taxation field while 
fattening the provincial one in municipal 
areas. This may be a stop-gap, but it is not 
a solution of provincial-municipal relations 
and everyone knows that.

This paper, which championed the cause 
of municipal relations sincerely, is disap­
pointed. The Province has thrown a crutch 
to the municipalities while taking an arm­
chair for itself. A token vote of $70,000 
for "local roads" in municipal areas is not 
only a clear denial of an explicit Goldenberg 
recommendation, but also a travesty of that 
help for which the municipalities were asking. 
The recounting of provincial munificence to 
the municipalities, in which the budget in­
dulged at some length, rings hollow when 
the municipalities' problems are understood. 
As they asked for help the municipalities will 
most likely accept the minority share, but 
they will understand now the mistake that 
they made.

It is typical of this stop-gap method of 
financing that the new 3 per cent sales tax 
remains even yet unexplained to the tax­
payers. On what will it apply? What 
goods or commodities will be exempt? How 
will it be handled? All the Government 
seems to have seen in it is the $8,000,000, 
the lion’s share, in this fresh dip into the tax­
payers’ pockets. On top of the sequestered 
federal gasoline tax of two years ago, a $12,- 
000,000 sales tax will not bring much new 
business to British Columbia.

“Fresh Start” Foreseen 
On School Tax Problem

Cmdr. C. T. Beard, Coalition 
member for Esquimalt, said yester­
day the Government probably would 
have to “start afresh” on school tax 
measures.

He made the statement before the 
Legislature's agriculture committee, 
of which he is secretary, after the 
committee had heard protests from 
the advistory board of Farmers' In­

stitutes against the burden 
school costs in rural areas.

“The Cameron Report sounded g 
very fine, and the Government, in| 
its lack of knowledge, implemented! 
it,” Cmdr. Beard told the delega-| 
tion.

“Now it has got beyond control.
“You are Just repeating what wej 

as members are all trying to tell § 
the Cabinet."

Members of the delegation said g 
farmers and ranchers couldn’t sup-| 
port the burden of school taxes mul-| 
tiplled several times in some cases,! 
without any additional benefits ln| 
school service.

James Woodbum, Okanagan dele­
gate, warned, however, that the bur­
den must not be taken off unorgan 
toed areas and placed on organized 
districts

George Brandon, Skeena, declared 
there was a "kick all throughout the 
province" on the school tax prob­
lem. Supposed to alleviate 
situation, implementation of 
Cameron report had had Just 
opposite effect.
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Coalition Wins Confidence Vote 
Born of finch’s Budget Attack
The Provincial Government survived an Opposition! 

Ino confidence motion on the sales tax issue yesterday bÿ| 
a margin ot 32 votes to 13.

It was the first want of confidence motion the| 
| Coalition Administration has had to withstand since 1944. j

Opposition Leader Harold E Agriculture, and member* ol the S 
g Winch brought It In as an amend-! House to readjust financial re-8 
Ornent to the routine motion for sponaibility, and reach agreement on |
ri committee of supply, aimed at de­
feating the budget.

Premier Byron Johnson imme- 
|diately rose to inform Mr. Speaker 
;:jthe Government could not accept 
I the amendment, as It was a want 
| of confidence motion.

“There will be an opportunity to 
|discuss the sales tax. later," the 
I Premier said.

The House voted that the words 
I Mr. Winch sought to have struck out 
| of the motion should stand.

On division, two Coalition mem- 
|bers sided with the Opposition: 
| Mrs. T. J. Rolston (Point Grey) and 
3 W. A. C. Bennett (South Okanagan)
I Both are Progressive Conservatives. 
| TWO ABSENT

Two other Coalitionists were 
3 absent from the House through 111- 
jjjnees: J. L. Webster (Rossland-Trail) 
| and Dr. G. M. Weir (Burrard).

Mrs. Rolston, who condemned the 
I proposed tax during the Throne 
1 Speech debate earlier In the ses- 
|slon, did not speak yesterday, but I 
I Mr. Bennett declared:

"I retgret that the Premier has 
| made this a no-confldence motion, j 
| because I made my position clear 
lagainst this unfair tax months ago 
I in a statement to the press.

"I mave Informed the Premier 
I of my definite stand against 
| tax. This Is not a business tax; 
Hit will kill business. I am forced 
y to vote for the amendment.

ACK VIGOROUS
Voting on Mr. Winch’s amend- 

t followed a vigorous Opposlt 
: on the budget sales tax an- 

nt of the day before.
Mr. Winch dubbed It a deficit 

;et, since the Government could, 
riteet Its expenditure require- 
l without introducing ; 

measure.
le same time, he called 
i rising administration 

declared the Government 
r "hog wild," increasing 

'* i by 76 per cent
mW

percentage of revenue to be re­
turned to municipalities.

Mr. Winch asserted the sales tax| 
proposal was a contradiction of I 
Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb's | 
statement In his budget speech that | 
everything possible should be done| 
to check Inflation.

“It Is an upside-4own Income tax I 
based on Inability to resist rather | 
than ability to pay," he said. “It j 
is class legislation of a vicious j] 
sort . . . It is evidence of panic | 
and unpreparedness."

W. K. Brett (OOP, Prince Ru-1 
pert) read a telegram of protest! 
from Prince Rupert Retail Mer-g 
chants’ Association; Herbert Gar-1 
grave (C.C.F., Mackenzie), one fromg 
Powell River Retail Merchants’ As­
sociation.

Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 p.m.—Budget debate 
continues.

Speakers — James M o w a t 
(Coalition, Albemi), W. A. C. 
Bennett (Coalition, South 
Okanagan), and Randolph 
Harding (C.C.F., Kaslo-Slo- 
ean).

Committees — Forestry, 10 
a.m., Cedar Room.

the tiovemment wa 
' any finality ii

j&m

Bal • s i -
City Hall Bill Before Session

Private bill to empower Victoria 
I to lease the City Hall site to the 
| group wishing to build a hotel and 
I to exempt the land and improve- 
I ments from taxation with the pro- 
! vision that the city may accept a 
{fixed tax Instead,, was introduced 
I into the Legislature yesterday by 
I Mrs. Nancy Hodges. It was referred 
| to the private bills committee.

The bill provides that the city 
I may lease the property for not| 
§ more than 99 years or sell It to M. 
BH. King, B. H. Gunning, Robert J. 
IjFancett and Bernard A. Nixon, or 
| a company formèd by them, pro- 
Ivided the proposal is put to elec- 
d tors in a by-law and approved by 
I three-fifths majority.

Other - bills introduced yesterday § 
provided Jor the incorporation of| 
the British Columbia Automobile | 
and General Insurance Company,! 
Vancouver, incorporation of the Na-| 
tional Fidelity and Insurance Com­
pany and a bill to provide amend-1 
ments to the Vancouver Incorpora- § 
tion Act.

Tax Battle Continued
By B.C. Municipalities

Battle between municipalities and 
I the Province over the proposed sales 
g tax flared up again yesterday.

As the executive oi the Union of 
B.Ç. Municipalities concluded its 

■annual presentation of resolutions 
I to the municipal committee of the 

House, Reeve R. M. Grauer, Rich- 
gmond, launched the attack.

He said the Government had taken 
gall the power away from munici- 
Ipalities to regulate schools and 
j social servieces.

“Sometimes I wonder if the 
j Cabinet is running the whole show 
j or not. We go into the Cabinet year 
■ after year and they tell us where 
| we can go and what we can do. I 
g don’t think that’s right"

Municipal representatives ap- 
1 before the municipal commit- 

| tee but saw little results In legis­
lation. The committee was 

I by the people and should have

He recalled that representatives 
of 41 municipalities had appeared 
before the Government and this 
was followed by an hour and a halt | 
meeting between the union and the 
Cabinet on another occasion.

But, he said, “we are still up in j 
the air as to what we are going to I 
do this year. Regardless of what 
you say we have no control over 
school costs, we just get the bills at | 
the end of the year."

It was all very weU to suggest that ] 
school budgets could be submitted j 
to arbitration, Mayor Mott said, but 
municipalities had won in less than | 
1 per cent of the cases.

Mayor Percy George said Victoria I 
had a backlog of rehabilitation work I 
on roads, Sewers and other services, j 
Little had been done since the war| 
and "not one cent" would be avail 
able this year.

I power, he said.
Continuing his attack Reeve 

I Grauer said much had been said 
■ about the wonderful condition 
I the Government a year ago wh 

surpluses were reported 
■now we hear they are broke."

“If the Government thinks we i 
Mled Wlty *4,000,000 they i 
—. We ere In the er 

• no* as we were

Municipality 
To Check Tr;

i
Request for authority to 

^ a board to represent the four 
cipalities of Great Victoria 
pervision of the franchise 
ment with the Vancouver 
Coach Lines Ltd., and the 
Electric Railway Co.. Ltd. 
placed before the Municipal 
mittee of the Legislature y« 
by the executive of the Ur 
B.C. Municipalities.

1

The union presented rest 
adopted at its annual con 
In September and suggested 
ments in legislation.

Aid. H. M. Diggon stated, 
behalf of the Greater ' 
Transportation Committee, t 
present situation requlrin 
municipal councils to be c< 
on minor changes in transp 
service was needlessly cuml 

At the request of Victo 
union asked authority t< 
municipalities to control thi 
ing on private property of 
cars or discarded metal an 
material. Despite repeate< 
plaints from property owi 
garding lowering of proper! 
by this nuisance, Mayo™ 
George told the committee

B.C. Sales T
To Cost Fan
$30 Each Y

Opposition to the propo 
per cent sales tax simmere 
day, with merchants comp 
the “paper work” involv 
preparing a protest demc 
and the man in the stree 
ing about the cost of livi 

Municipal administrât 
disappointed with their 
the estimated $12,000,000

Some businessmen here 
; signed about the tax, 

that something had to be 
most were waiting to see 
the plan before acting.

Main objection is tfaa 
j enue will be collected 

expense to individual 
I with no remuneration, 
j comments from busine 
j ranged from “unpopula:
| some, an awful nuisanc 

grettable" to "fair und< 
i cumstances."

Businessmen may 
opening of the Dominioi 
taxation agreements 

| deal" to meet social i 
spokesman for the 

! Board of Trade said.
It has been estimât 

| will cost the average fi 
I year, and labor sees the 

taking the load. Labor 
I planning a protest lobby 

George I. Warren, 
l Vancouver and Islai 
( Bureau, said that tb 
, not affect thi tourist t 
I U.S. tourists are use 
i such a tax.

He said the Autoi 
members feel that 
not be imposed on | 

i price has a
■ : mstt ' '



Ban Requested 
On Advertising 
Of Credit Terms

Government regulations to pro­
hibit advertising of "easy payment" 
terms on retail purchases were 

Jsqught by a delegation of retqjl mer-j 
jchants of Victoria and the lower 
mainland which met the Provin- 
jcial Cabinet Wednesday.
I It was contended by the group 
that advertising in the United States 
of "dollar down" credit terms had 
reached a point where orderly mar­
keting was upset.

Purpose of representations to the 
1 Government, the delegation said,! 
'was to prevent a similar state of 
j affairs in British Columbia, where 
easy terms advertising already wee 
making its appearance.

Headed by O. B. Allen, VancgjjjH

Aid. Aubrey
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Municipalities Board Proposed 
-To Check Transport Franchise

Request for authority to create 
a board to represent the four muni­
cipalities of Great Victoria in su­
pervision of the franchise agree­
ment with the Vancouver Island 
Coach Lines Ltd., and the B.C. 
Electric Railway Co., Ltd., was 
placed before the Municipal Com 
mittee of the Legislature yesterday I 
by the executive of the Union of 
B.C. Municipalities.

The union presented resolutions 
adopted at its annual convention 
in September and suggested amend­
ments in legislation.

Aid. H. M. Diggon stated, on be- 
behalf of the Greater Victoria 
Transportation Committee, that the 
present situation requiring fqur 
municipal councils to be consulted 
on minor changes in transportation 
service was needlessly cumbersome.

At the request of Victoria, thi 
union asked authority to allow 
municipalities to control the dump­
ing on private property of old motor 
cars or discarded metal and waste 
material. Despite repeated com­
plaints from property owners reT 
garding lowering of property values 
Iby this nuisance, Mayor Percy 
George told the committee the City ;

B.C. Sales Tax 
To Cost Family 
$30 Each Year

Opposition to the proposed three 
per cent sales tax simmered yester­
day, with merchants complaining of 

; the "paper work" involved, labor; 
preparing a protest demonstration, 
and the man in the street grumbl­
ing about the cost of living.

Municipal administrators were 
disappointed with their share of 
the estimated 112,000,000 revenue. 

Some businessmen here were re; 
j signed about the tax, explaining 

that something had to be done, but 
most were waiting to see details of 
tiie plan before acting.

Main objection is that the rev­
enue will be collected with extra]

! expense to individual merci 
! with no remuneration, although!

comments from business leaders]
] ranged from “unpopular,

an awful nuisance, and 
f grettable" to “fair under the 
i eumstances."

Businessmen may press for 
opening of the Dominion-Provincial 

; taxation agreements for a "new]
] deal* to meet social services costs, 

spokesman for the Vancouver 
| Board of Trade said,
| It has been estimated the taxi 
I will cost the average family $30 a 

year, and labor sees the "little man” 
taking the load. Labor leaders are 

I planning a protest lobby to Victoria.
George I. Warren, head of, the 

I Vancouver and Island Publicity 
Bureau, said that the tax would. 

i not affect tiv tourist trade as most 
I U.8. tourists are used to paying 
I such a tax.

He said the Automobile Club 
| members feel, that the tax should 
] not be imposed on gasoline, a», 

price has
ntly.

Council had found itself without | 
power to combat it.

Victoria also asked, through thel 
union, for power to regulate the| 
planting of shrubs and trees 
private property to prevent their 1 
extending .over sidewalks.

“Flirtation With 
Hotly Denied b

Hot denials of Coalition allega- | 
liions that the C.CJ*. was Indulging 1 
gin flirtation with Communists till 

British Columbia were made by Op-1 
§position Leader Harold Winch ini 
^ he Legislature yesterday as he led| 
goff debate on the budget speech.

"No member on the Government!
‘ side dislikes the Communists any! 
|more than I, or dislikes total!-1 
gtarianism any more than I," he de- 

"Nor is there anyone that! 
|knows more of their dirty and de-g 
gspicable tricks."

In an exposition of the C.C-F.I 
Screed, he said .the party was un-F 
B alterably opposed to a one-party g 
| government.

Socialism was recognized as one! 
gof the greatest bulwarks against! 
Icommunism, he contended, and the! 
|Communist menace would be. bests 
gcombated not by hysterical action |

nd red-baiting, but by removal of| 
tfe&r and insecurity. Attorney-Geh- 
I eral Gordon Wismer had attempted I 
[to show that the alternatives were*
I Capitalism or Communism. In fact.0
■ there was a middle course—Social-1 
I ism.

Turning to allegations that thel 
KC.C.F. had encouraged breaking of I

I the law by supporting strikers §
| against "Bill 39," Mr. Winch saldp 

I when there was a question of jus- 
Itice involved the C.C.P. would have!
I no hesitation in joining the strikers § 
g in protest.

He called for a “bill or rights" in g 
I British Columbia protecting citl- 
jzens of every race against dis-g 
1 crimination of any kipd andti 

i British Columbia had si 
i on the North American!

8 continent for racial prejudice andg 

g discrimination.
Amendments to the Liquor Act]

1 should be introduced to allow the 8
■ guest of private club members tog 
[treat since it was done in practices 
I anyhow and veterans’ clubs should g 
| be allowed to sell beer for taking]
I out the same as beer parlors sellii 
■for profit.'

Communists” 
C.C.F. Chief

Tax on a Tax
If the Provincial Government imposes a 

3 per cent sales tax to apply among other 
things on liquor and gasoline, then one of 
the anomalies of this method of taxation will 
come to the front immediately—the im­
position of a tax on a tax. Gasoline is al­
ready bearing a ten-cents-a-gallon provincial 
impost. If a sales tax is slapped on top of 
that it will be taxation on gasoline, and taxa­
tion oA the taxation which now rests on gaso­
line. Likewise with the wares sold through 
the Liquor Control Board's vendors' stores: 
where triple taxation, including federal levies, 
would be involved. As there is already an 8 
per cent federal sales tax in force, the new 
provincial levy—with its extra bookkeeping 
and its split-ceht decisions on retail trad­
ing—is not being welcomed in any quarter 
that understands what will be involved. 
Having boasted for years about its "accumu­
lated surpluses,” the Province did not need a 
sales tax in order to'find $4,000,000 for the 
municipalities, while grabbing $8,000,000 
for itself.
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[Low Pensions 

Plea Subject
Plea for consideration of inade­

quate pensions of superannuated || 
civic servants is contained in a | 
letter being circulated to private I 
members at the Legislature by the i 
British Columbia Retired Civil || 
Servants’ Association.

“We have twice presented our | 
claims to the Provincial Govern-1 
ment," the letter stated, "and we] 
have been twice rejected.

"Of 466 persons receiving pen-1 
•ions, there were 163 receiving less! 
than the $40 a month given to old I 
age pensioners, despite the fact 1 
that former pivil servants had! 
shared equally with the Govern-1 
ment payments into the pension g 
fund." V



SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 1948

Sales Tax Plan Change in Liquor, Pension Laws 
Sought by B.C. Women’s Council

- Abolition of liquor advertising and be granted free hospital and medical I 
| drastic revision of provisions for attention because the compensation!

holding liquor plebiscites was re- rate for such cases is far below the! 
| quested by the Provincial Council of standard necessary” to ensure a I 
I Women in a brief presented to decent standard of living.”

Cabinet yesterday morning. Mrs. That the Province ask the Federal 
Alfred Carmichael, Victoria, was Government for a subsidized low-j 

| spokesman for the group. rental housing scheme to be in-1
y Liquor advertising in papers and augurated without delay.I magaïlnes wu "utterly inconstetent ^ ^ ^lp ^ provWed J
T, wlth the scientific temperance edu- part 0, the BorsU1 ,y8tem for 
| cation given In our echools and wU habmtatlon 0, cteUnquent boy..
I tend to undermine confidence in „8 teachers and schools giving such c°UncU "“e™te<l, Jeque,r
Î instruction,” the brief contended. that the dogwood Ik adopted as the 
| Before any petition caUed for a «°™1 <* British Columbia
I plebiscite on Uquor is accepted. It *nd that domestic worker, be 
1 should be signed by at least 300 brought under act, providing for 
I voters, she claimed. At present 00 mhrlmum wages, hour, of work and 
I minimum is reoulred. unemployment insurance.

B.C. Tim 
Unless Li

Termed Unfair Sharp warning of what will 
pen to British Columbia’s 
industry if drastic measura 
not taken to perpetuate ll 
sounded yesterday by Dr. I 
Orchard, deputy minister of I 
and chief forester for the Prl 

He told the Legislature's I 
ing committee on forestry tm 
past 36 years had been yJ 
growth in the industry, uJ 
four-billion foot cut last yeJ 
declared : j

“The next 36 years are gl 
be years of deterioration. I

To Big Families
Better to Levy Unearned Incomes,
Withdraw Budget, Coalitionist Says !
W. A. C. Bennett, Progressive Conservative Coalition 

member for South Okanagan, yesterday called on the Gov­
ernment to take the unprecedented action of withdrawing! 
Its budget for “reconsideration by experts.”

His condemnation of the budget ere, whose taxes should be at the I 
Introduced by Finance Minister lowest possible minimum, but whof 
Herbert Anscomb, Progressive-Con- will have to pay this tax on all! 
servative leader, last Wednesday their tools, tractor, and ma-6 
was directed at its sales tax pro- chinery."
posais. Mr. Bennett warned the Govern-1

In an attack on the Government ment that the sales tax would result I 
more sweeping even than that from in mail-order offices springing up I 
Opposition benches the day before, all over the Province, driving busl-| 
Mr. Bennett described the sales ness away from British Columbia, 
tax as an easy way to get revenue He described the budget as the 
but a dangerous way for a Govern- budget of a capable accountant, but 
ment to do business, since it did more suitable for private business 
not call for careful budgeting. than for government, then com- 
«WILL ADD FUEL" mented:

He declared- "Since Mr. Hart left the Govern­
ment there doesn't seem to be much 

“It will add fuel to the fire, with bcart m It ” 
new demands for Increased wages He „-000>000 0,
and Industrial strife. gasoline tax for capital expendl-

In what will probably be his last ture on hard surfacing instead of 
speech in a major debate in the putting it

coàie to any other conclus 
“Our inventory is suff 

accurate to indicate the tren 
the coast we have 150,006 
feet of timber left. We are I 
it at the rate of 3,000,000,d 
a year, so that it amounts I 
years’ supply. j

“It takes 100 years to grol 
What are you going to do I 
ber between the 51st and a| 
year?” ]

In a two-hour explanation 
Government’s forest manl 
sustained yield policy, Dr. I 
said the situation was badl 
coast, where the logging I 
was concentrated. j

“Towns, some of thel 
established, are going to I 
predicted. “There isn’t afl 
tion about it. * j 

"It’s sneaking up on ■ 
timber resources of Britisll 
bia have got a pain in thl 
It’s malignant now, and tl 
cure 'for it except drasl 
sures." j
WON’T PRACTICE I 

He said private ownershB 
ally would not practice I 
Outright Government col 
management was not pral 
with 75,000,000 acres of fl 
scattered all over the pI 
would take a staff of mal 
ands of permanent foresl 

I Solution decided on al 
I of study was the nul 
I licence plan, T"(th these I 
| tures: I
I 1. It was a long-terl 
I with title staying in thl 
I ment. I
I 2. It allowed of lo\H 
I charges.
I 3. Regulation was leftH 
1 possible to the man whcH 
I the Job in the bush, H
■ appproval of a plan of H 
H keep the land always H 
I Answering criticism H 

H Government had not glH
■ thought to the plan, iH 
I, aid it had started backH 
Inad been under contiiH 
I for five years before be I
■ The only “little man’ I
■ be excluded was the <>■ 
I not willing to accept a I 
1 bility for his own tin! I 
I "And the quicker he't I

Winch Claims 
B.C. Has 
Responsibility

dations whiçh had had their 
powers suspended or had volun­
tary ceased operation.

He asked Attomey-JGeneral Gor­
don Wismer to consider whether 
criminal action should be taken 
agafnst some people.

Six such companies had been 
closed down or ceased operations 
during the past few months, Mr. 
Winch stated. They had left 
liabilities f #r exceeding assets. 
There were $132,500 in unpaid 
claims and $95,442 in prepaid pre­
miums, or a total of $228,000. From 
90,000 to 100,000 people were de­
pending on the companies which 
they thought safe because of royal 
commissions and legislation by the 
Government.

The Government had a moral 
responsibility toward these people 
and should accept it by taking thel 

I companies over, consolidating and! 
them. *

Labor Board 
Salaries 
Said Too High

! Payment of salaries of $5,000 a j 
I year to each of the four members | 
I representing labor and industry on I 
I the new provincial Labor Relations 
|j Board drew fire from W. A. C. 
Eg Bennett (Coalition, “South Okan- 
Hagan) in the House yesterday.
I Mr, Bennett said he had no ob- 
Hjection to a $7,500 salary to J. 
9 Pitcairn Hogg as chairman, since he
■ was continuing as legislative coun- 
jlsel, and .the addition to his former 
■salary was small.
1 But he demanded: “Why pay] 
8$5,000 to each of the members, com- 
8 pared with salaries paid to civil 
■servants? No wonder there is a 
B breakdown and a feeling of frustrai 
Btion in the civil service.
I “That's the kind of expenditure 
Bin this Province the people don’t
■ ilk»” * ss

into current revenue 
where it belonged, and declared 
that with that $3,000,000 and rev­
enue from a capital gains tax the 
Government would have $12,000,000J 
without imposing a sales tax.

There was a moment of tension j 
towards the end of Mr. Bennett's I 
speech.

Mr. Anscomb, on his way out of I 
his seat, leaned over to speak to I 
Premier Byron Johnson.

‘T wish the Minister of Finance 
would be more quiet. I didn’t in­
terrupt him on Wednesday,” Mr. I 
Bennett remarked.

“T haven’t disturbed you for an I 
hour and a half," snapped the fi­
nance Minister, as he continued on 
his way out.

mous in this Province. You know 
what has happened in real estate,” 
Mr. Bennett declared.

"I think this is a disgrace to any 
Government.

“This is an ««fai1* tax, falling 
heaviest on large families least 
able to bear it. It is hard on farm-

[operat

308 Addicts
Monday in the

Sent to JailLegislature
1:80 pm.—Budget debate

continues. Three hundred and eight 
addicts, M of them females. like.”

Criticizing administrative costs ln| 
Finance Minister Herbert Ansconqb’s 
[budget, he mantalned that the bud­
get could be reduced.

Premier Byron Johnson rose to

sdmltted to Provincial jails 1 
Attorney-General Gordon

Donald, Minister 
and Municipal!tlee,

has Informed the 1 
answer to a question 
order paper by B. 1. 
Burnaby).

Of the total: 
Wxty-two males a:

(C.CH. Kaslo-Slo- mented.
ENOUGH TIMBER 

Specific provision 
take care of the i 
managemeht licence 
In which others 
established.* Enough 
be held out of the He 
present operators to

Thomas

call on'Mr. Bennett to name wl 
reductions could be made.

"I’m not foellsb'enough to m
floor of the House,’maleewere
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IB.C. Timber Industry Said 
Unless Licence Plan Made

Sharp warning of what will hap-1 
| pen to British Columbia's timber j 
§ industry if drastic measures aref 
j not taken to perpetuate it i 
| sounded yesterday by Dr. C. D.l 
I Orchard, deputy minister of forests 1 
I and chief forester for the Province, j 

He told the Legislature’s stand-j 
ling committee on forestry that thel 
I past 36 years had been years of]
I growth in the industry, up to 
I four-billion foot cut last year, and]
1 declared:

“The next 36 years are going to I 
I be years of deterioration. I can’t | 
jcoàie to any other conclusion.

“Our inventory is sufficiently jj 
I accurate to indicate the trend. On |
I the coast we have 150,000,000,000 fi 
I feet of timber left. We are cutting I 
lit at the rate of 3,000,000,000 feet I 
I a year, so that it amounts to a 50 [
| years’ supply.

“It takes 100 years to grow trees.]
I What are you going to do for tim-| 
IJber between the 51st and and 99th § 
■year?”
I In a two-hour explanation of the 1 
I Government’s forest management 1 
1 sustained yield policy, Dr. Orchard I 
I said the situation was bad on thel 
1 coast, where the logging industry] 
jj was concentrated, 
a "Towns, some of them long |
! j established, are going to die,” be j 
|j predicted. “There isn’t any ques- 
jtion about it.
I “It’s sneaking up on us. The|
J timber resources of British Colum- | 
jj bia have got a pain in the tummy, f 
llt’s malignant now, and there's no]
■ cure 'for it except drastic mea-|
1 sures.”
j WON’T PRACTICE
I He said private ownership gener- 

Ijally would not practice forestry. |
I Outright Government control and]
1 management was not practical, for!
1 with 75,000,000 acres of forest land]
|scattered all over the Province it]
! would take a staff of many thous-1 
lands of permanent foresters.

Solution decided on after years ]
I of study was the management ]
I licence plan, -ith these main fea-1 
Jtures: 1

1. It was a long-term tenure,]
I with title staying in the Govern-1 
I ment.
I 3. It allowed of low carrying |
| charges.
| 3. Regulation was left as far as]
I possible to the man who was doing I 
I the Job in the bush, subject to] 
I appproval of a plan of cropping to [ 
I keep the land always productive.

Answering criticism that the j 
] Government had not given enough 
I thought to the plan, Dr. Orchard j 

. aid it had started back in 1920, and I 
■had been under continuous study] 
|for five years before becoming law.] 

The only “finie man” who would J 
| be excluded was the one who was 
I not willing to accept any reeponsl- J 
| billty for his own timber supply. 1 

“And the quicker he’s pushed off,
| the better,” Dr. Orchard oom- jj 
| mented.
1 ENOUGH TIMBER

Specific provision was made to I 
|take care of the situation if Si 
|managemeht licence covered areas]

1 itinerant and is always moving, 
jj anyway.”

Dr. Orchard told the committee 
I there had been an unfortunate 
I misconception of the situation in 
■ connection with Canadian Western 
| Timber Company’s forest manage- 
iment licence application to supply 
lits proposed pulpmill at Duncan 
gBay.

Although the comany had drawn 
| a circle around 800,000 acres, that 
g merely covered the area in which 
lit wanted timber. At the absolute 
1 outside it would get 100,000 acres, 
g probably a good deal less, to supple- 
iment the 135 acres of forest land 
g it already owned.

The deputy minister agreed with 
I A. B. Ritchie (Coalition, Salmon 
I Arm) that Government publicity on 
I the forest management plan was 

"rotten,” but pointed out:
“It is not ethical for a civil aer- 

g vice to go out and try to ‘sell’ what 
| they think is right. ’{That isn’t our 
[function. A judge, after making 
| a decision, doesn’t go out and de­
pend it in the newspapers.”

Car Insurance 
Rates Cause 
iFarm Protest

Vigorous protest against increased!
I cost of automobile insurance since [
I the highway safety responsibility!
I plan was approved last year was!
■ lodged with the Legislature’s agrl-l 
g culture committee Wednesday.
B Advisory Board of Farmers’ Insti-| 
Btutes of British Columbia told the]
| committee: |
g “We have no protection against Ï 
|insurance agents and consider thel 
| charges excessive. J
I*-“We suggest the Government | 
I carry this insurance, and charge [
I (for it) when licences are issued.”
1 A. R. Hiscock, Vancouver Island] 
9 delegate, said farmers had asked for! 
I coverage previously, because they I 
I couldn’t afford to be involved in] 
I accidents without it, but they felt it|
■ should be on a cost and not a profit I
B basis. |

I "My own insurance cost me $6| 
[more this year for the same cover-1 
gage as I had before,” he told thel
■ committee. He maintained that!
Iwith grpup insurance the rates! 
1 should be far leSs. ]
I A. H. Peppar, Lower Fraser Val- 
gley delegate, said insurance com- 
gpanics used to give lower rates in]
■ rural areas because the hazard was]
I less. This year the rates had been] 
I raised about 15. 1
J The committee was called on to| 
| use Its endeavors to “get somei 
I changes made” this year.

Doomet 
Effective |

New Road to West Coast Urged 
By Alberni Coalition Member

Opening of a new road to the 
jlWest Coast of Vancouver Island, 
north of Alberni, was urged in the 

j Legislature yesterday by James 
j|Mowat (Cln., Alberni).

Settlements on the West Coast 
| were isolated except for boat travel 
land access to Long Beach “the
I finest in the world” would bring in
II tourists.

There is a sign at Tofino reading 
| “Western End of the Trans-Canada 
I Highway” and residents were de- 
|termlned that it would stay there 
I as a constant reminder to the 
«Federal and • Provincial Govem- 
gments.

Opening of a steel rolling mill in 
[Vancouver was a yery important 
I development for the Province, he 
9 said, and called attention to the 
1 fact that there was an island of I 
lore near Bamfield; a mountain of 
I ore near Zeballos and large quan- 
I titles of limestone along the Alber-|
| ni Canal.
[commends works

He commended the Public Works! 
| department for the new road from g 
a ParkviUe to Alberni but claimed i| 
[ the Cameron Lake section was not! 
I j being kept passable. For several | 
| weeks cars had been dragged | 
H through, sometimes with the aldl 
| of a bulldozer. This was not easy 6 
| on cars and hard on the tempers | 
Hof drivers.

Firemen Renew! 
[Pension Lobby

Support of private members of g 
]the Legislature for a plan to levy a| 
[2 per cent tax on fire insurance! 
I premiums to boost firemen’s pen-1 
I sions was being sought at the Legis- g 
I latlve Buildings Wednesday by a 12-1
■ man lobby from British Columbia! 
I Provincial Association of Firefighters. F

The association was turned down! 
I by the Government when it made] 
I similar propasafc in a brief pre-| 
I sented to Cabinet some time ago. | 
J Its contention is that holders of| 
I fire insurance, as the people benefit-1 
ling most from firefighters’ services,| 
]should contribute to the pension] 
I fund, and that the proposed 2 per] 
I cent tax would represent only a few I

[cents a year on the average ] 
I premium.

Yesterday’s delegation was headed | 
[by James Lusse, Victoria, association ]
■ president, and M. O. Howell, Van- I 
■couver, secretary-treasurer. It com- | 
I prised ten members from Vancouver j 
land two from Victoria.

The Campbell river power de-| 
velopment would do much to bring | 
industrial development, Mr. Mowatl 
said, and urged that a survey of| 
hydro power potentialities on thel 
West Coast be undertaken to in-1 
dude Zeballos, Tofino, Ucluelet and 8 
Bamfield, where fish processing | 
plants need power.

Mr. Mowat asked increase of old! 
age pensions to $50 a month; re- [ 
duction of age limits to 60 for| 
women and 65 for men, and a| 
cost-of-living bonus for those ini 
receipt of Mothers’ Allowances. He| 
asked what was being done for | 
those working for various depart-1 
ments of the Government who have | 
reached the age of 65 and have y 
insufficient money with which to| 
live.

iGames Found 

Benefiting 
Mental Cases

A program of indoor and outdoor! 
games designed to keep the 3,0001 
patients of the Provincial Mental | 
Hospital at Essondale happy has| 
brought about excellent results, ac-| 
cording to W. R. Brown, director of | 
the institution’s recreational therapy. |

Speaking to the legislative social | 
welfare and education committee,1 
Wednesday, Mr. Brown told how If 
patients, unable to move a muscle| 
for a day at a time, had been! 
trained to go up a ten-foot diving 1 
board: and highly-tensed patients 1 
after insulin treatments had been] 
returned to normalcy through arch­
ery.

Despite progress made in the last I 
two years, Mr. Brown felt that only! 
the surface of possible work has! 
been scratched, and appealed for a| 
recreational building, a larger staff] 
and more equipment.

The recreational program of thel 
institution was designed to keep the| 
patients engaged in their play, sol 
jthat they would forget hallucina-y 
tions and “voices.”

I be Mid < 
I present o

other
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Small Education “Handouts 
Said Little Aid to Finances

Major Municipal Worry 
“Unsolved by Sales Tax1 Just One

In a surprise move in tt 
yesterday, C.C.F. Whip Herfc 
grave sought to halt the 
debate on the ground that 
for 1948-49 tabled by Final 
Is ter Herbert Anscomb id 
were unconstitutional. j 

The member for Macked 
the Speaker's attention to 
that, in contravention of 
stitution Act, the estimates 
salaries for 11 Cabinet J 
whereas the act allowed on 
receiving pay. . I

He was referring to prJ 
the estimates for Horn 
Wismer to be paid I 
Attorney - General andl 
Minister of Labor. Mr. W1 
the latter portfolio over lad

ing to continue to take the benefit 
of taxation from British Columbia 
it must accept some of the cost of 
government here. It should pay half 
the cost of main highways, make a 
per capita contribution towards ed-l 
ucation, and bear 100 per cent of i 
the cost of old age pensions.

One of the most pressing prob­
lems in municipal financing today 
was the ever-increasing cost of 
public school education, Mayor 
Percy E. George declared yester­
day.

With this problem successfully 
disposed of, Mayor George said the 
majority of British Columbia muni­
cipalities could cope with the re­
latively smaller troubles of hospital 
financing, budget increases due to 
rising salaries of municipal em­
ployees, long overdue public works 
programs and needed expansion of 
essential services.

However, he maintained, unless 
adequate means were found im­
mediately to relieve the already- 
heavily burdened land and improve­
ments from this oppressive educa­
tion cost, municipal governments 
would be faced with these alterna­
tives: To raise the mill rate, which 
has already reached the saturation 
point in many areas, curtail es­
sential services, or go into bank­
ruptcy.

The first was economically un­
sound and the second and third 
were even more serious, he said.

The municipality’s share of the 
three per cent sales tax, recently 
proposed by the Provincial Govern­
ment, while providing some meas­
ure of relief, did not remove the 
root of the trouble, Mayor George 
contended.
ONLY STOP-GAP

It was at best only a stop-gap 
measure, destined to be swallowed 
up in a year or two by the ever- 
rising school costs.

While it was true that the muni­
cipalities, at the last convention of 
the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities, approved a similar 
tax, their plans for the use of the 
revenue thus provided were widely 
different from those proposed by 
Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb 
in his Budget Speech.

The municipalities hoped that 
#he Provincial Government would 
Impose such a tax and with this 
added revenue assume full respon­
sibility for all public school educa­
tional expenditure. The present 
education grants, made by the Gov­
ernment

total provincial school budget of I 
approximately $18,000,000, the union! 
felt.
MAXIMUM RATE

Should this scheme not be accept-1 
able to the Provincial Government| 
in this form, Mayor George said he I 
believed the municipalities would I 
agree to set aside a certain maxi-j 
mum portion of their municipal taxi 
levy to assist the Province in this I 
field. A maximum rate for school 
purposes of 5 or 6 mills on land and 
75 per cent of improvements was 
suggested, he said.

Such a plan would relieve the 
municipalities of the present heavy 
school burden, allow closer budget­
ing, and, most important, permit 
municipal governments to use in­
come from real property taxes to 
carry out public works and put into 
effect essential services expansions 
constantly demanded by the public.

Another advantage of the plan 
was that the Province, having as­
sumed full responsibility for school 
costs, could, and no doubt would, 
ensure that such costs did not soar 
beyond reasonable limits nor the 
Government’s ability to pay.

Such was not the case at present,! 
the mayor declared.

Local school boards, while financed] 
by the municipality or municipalities 
in whose areas they operate, were 
governed by the Provincial Public 
Schools Act, which laid down broad 
policies which any board might 
follow—at the expense of the muni-1

Okanagan) told the Legislature 
during budget debate yesterday.

“Little handouts here and there 
are not the solution," he declared.

Describing education finance as 
the Government’s No. 1 headache, 
he said the Cameron Report had 
been blamed for many things, many 
times very unfairly.

The Government had made its 
great mistake in setting up large 
school districts without enough con­
sideration of local circumstances 
and problems, he continued.

I The Government last year had 
failed to deal with the problem ot[ 
rural assessments in a proper man-1 
ner, Mr. Bennett asserted. Result j 
of its action was to play rural areas I 
against organized districts in one| 

| school district.
I “New grants to rural areas willj 
not solve the problem,” he warned.! 

I "We are now going to have a worse | 
I situation than before.”

Turning to last year’s Dominion-1 
i Provincial tax agreement negotiated j 
‘by former Premier John Hart, Mr. 
j Bennett said it had been attacked 1 
in the House most unfairly.

! “Mr. Hart made a splendid deal I 
1 under most difficult circumstances,”] 
Ihe maintained. “He raised the ante 
two or three times and rendered 

| great service to this and other 
I provinces.
I “I believe the Federal Govera- 
Iment has treated us unfairly since, 
| but Mr. Hart took the only possible 
1 course and made a deal much bet- 
I ter than anyone else could.” 
j The Green Book proposals were 
j already out of date, Mr. Bennett 
maintained, and if Ottawa was go-1

“Since this is uncons 
the whole debate is out of 
cannot continue," Mr. 
submitted.

A. R. MacDougall, Vanc< 
yer and Coalition member

I
Grey, maintained that mj 
vision to pay 11 minister! 
did not create an 11th 
lstry.

I Premier Byron Johns 
i amounts provided are 
I ministers’ salaries. The 
I member for Mackenzie I 
«rather technical." 
j Mr. Gargrave suggesl 
[either another paid mil 
I being created, or a mis tan 
I made on the part of til 
I Of Finance.
I Mr. Speaker R. H. | 
I served decision on the pel 
■ raised by Mr. Gargravel 
[that the debate mlglj 
IWantime. I
I JThen John Hart (CoJ 
Itoria), former Premier I 
■ Finance Minister, roee I 
8 House that the estimate 
■come into force until il 
land added: jB “I don’t know whethl 
lis the intention of the I 
■ to add another ministil 
■ my own knowledge 11 
■ that is the case."

cipal council or councils, he stated. I 

NOT IN PRACTICE
Mayor George said civic govern-] 

ments have been informed many] 
times by the Province that the 
former have complete control over] 
the school boards through the muni-j 
cipal purse, but he added that this] 
did not work out in actual practice.] 
True, he said, a municipal council] 
might reject its school board’s esti-l 
mates and ask for a revision. Should] 
the board be unable or unwilling to] 
reduce its estimates, then either] 
party could demand arbitration. At] 
this point, the mayor pointed out,] 
whether the subsequent arbitration] 
was won or lost—and it was a] 
fad* that the municipalities won in] 
not more than 1 per cent of the] 
cases—the municipal council was] 
deprived of whatever vestige of con­
trol it might have had previously.

The decision of such an arbitra­
te board was final. 
f Under the plan proposed by the 
ÛB.CJM. a Provlncially-controUedj 
school budget and a fixed maximum 
levy by municipalities for school 
purposes would relieve the muni­
cipalities of the “growing end" of] 
school costs. At present the Province 
paid the fixed grant and any in­
crease in the overall education cost] 
must be met by the municipalities.] 
Thus, as school costs rose so did the] 
ratio of the municipal share to that] 
of the Province.

“The municipalities would like to] 
see the shoe on the other foot for] 
» change,” Mayor George said. ]
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Tribute 1 
Membi 

At Sess

municipalities, 
would, of course, be discontinued. 

The U.B.OM. proposed a two 
: per cent education tax, based on the 
j sales tax principle, and estimated a

New Mineral Wealth for 1947 
Seen Well Above 1941 Record ' revenue from this ot $10,000,000 an- 

I: nually. This amount, together with 
£ the present provincial school grants 
| ot approximately $7,000,000 would 
h not tall far short ot the estimated

Two members of tb< 
received verbal bouquet 
sides of the House yest 
Winch, veteran membe 

[by, on being 6» years i 
and J. H. Corsble, Pes 
his approaching marrt 
Margaret Carr, ol Vic 

Reference to the Bu 
I ber’s birthday was lntn 
Ison, Opposition Leads 
Winch, and there wai 

[laughter In the Horn 
[elder Winch replied:
I “There la such a th 
[born 10 years too sood 
I the mistakes ot yo 
I catch up with you. Th 
I Harold!”
I Joining In well-wh 
Ic.CJ' members, Pr

New wealth created by British 
Columbia’s mining Industry last 
year will exceed $110,000,000, or $20,- 
000,000 above the record ot 1041, 
Hon. R. C. MacDonald, Minister of 
Mines and Municipalities, said In 
the Legislature yesterday.

Gold mining Industry has been 
caught between the millstones of 
rising costs and a fixed price, but 

[total production will atUl be slightly

lees last year than In 104$, but Its] 
value would he almost double.

Mining pro pec te generally this] 
year, he said, were “very bright and 
encouraging.” I

A brief flurry was provoked when 
Mr. MacDonald alleged that O.CP.I 
members had broken the law by 
participating In the Nanaimo laun­
dry strike las’ year.

Herbert Gargrave (Cln., Macken­
zie) Insisted that the allegation be 
withdrawn because It was e mis­
statement. Mr. MacDonald

but contended the C.CP. hat 
st encouraged others to breal

Winch’s

izs»:

mw
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■«iffilftdrittWi i * w matm



TUESDAY, MARCH 23. 194F

Gar grave Holds Budget ! 
Just One Minister Out

In a surprise move in the House 
yesterday, C.C.F. Whip Herbert Gar- 
grave sought to halt the budget 
debate on the ground that estimates 
for 1948-49 tabled by Finance Min­
ister Herbert Anscomb last week 
were unconstitutional.

The member for Mackenzie drew! 
the Speaker’s attention to the fact| 
that, in contravention of the Con­
stitution Act, the estimates provided I 
salaries for 11 Cabinet ministers,! 
whereas the act allowed of only ten| 
receiving pay. ,

He was referring to provision in 
the estimates for Hon. Gordon 
Wismer to be paid $7,500 as 
Attorney - General and $7,500 as 
Minister of Labor. Mr. Wismer took 
the latter portfolio over last Autumn.

“Since this is unconstitutional, i:

I
 the whole debate is out of order and 
cannot continue,” Mr. Gargrave 
submitted.

A. R. MacDougall, Vancouver law-1 
•jyer and Coalition member for Point I 
3 Grey, maintained that making pro-1 
I vision to pay 11 ministerial salaries I 
B did not create an 11th paid min-1 
gistry.
Premier Byron Johnson: “The I

I
 amounts provided are only ten I 
ministers’ salaries. The honorable I 
member for Mackenzie is getting ( 
rather technical."
Mr. Gargrave suggested thatl

I
 either another paid ministry was J 
being created, or a mistake had been f 
made on the part of the Minister g 

Of Finance.
Mr. Speaker R. H. Carson re-1

1
 served decision on the point of order I 
raised by Mr. Gargrave, and ruled I 

that the debate might continue | 
meantime.
hen John Hart (Coalition, Vic-1 

a), former Premier and former I

I
 Finance Minister, rose to tell the I 
House that the estimates would not I 
come into force until April 1 next, g 

and added:
“I don’t know whether or not it 1

I
 is the intention of the Government I 
to add another ministry, but from! 
my own knowledge I don’t think | 
that is the ease.”

Tribute Paid 
Members 

At Session
Two members of toe Opposition 

received verbal bouquets from both 
sides of toe House yesterday: E B. 
Winch, veteran member for Burna­
by, on being M years old that day, 
and J. H. Corsbie, Peace River, on 
his approaching marriage to Miss 
Margaret Carr, of Victoria.

Reference to toe Burnaby mem­
ber's birthday was introduced by his 
son, Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch, and there was a burst of 
laughter in toe House when the 
elder Winch replied:

"There is such a thing as being 
bom 30 years too soon. Sometimes 
toe mistakes of your childhood 
catch up with you. Think that over, 
Harold!"

Joining in well-wishes 
IX?>.

ns
Winch's

Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 pm. — Budget debate 
continues.

Speakers—Dr. F. W. Green 
(Coalition, Cranbrook), Her­
bert Gargrave (C.CJ\, Mac­
kenzie), and Walter Hogg 
(Coalition, Cariboo).

Committees—P rovlncia l 
Elections Act Special Com­
mittee, No. 1 Committee 
Room, 9:30 a.m.; Social Wel­
fare and Education, Cedar 
Room, 10 am.

Tax Proposal 
Termed Blow 
To Pensioners

Plight of pensioners and others on I 
small fixed incomes when the pro-1 
posed 3 per cent retail sales tax goes I 
Into effect was impressed on the! 
Legislature yesterday by Randolph! 
Harding (C.C.F., Kaslo-Slocan).

”It is an additional heavy burden!

I
 to an already exorbitantly high cost| 
of living,” he declared.

“Already the cost of living has! 
soared to such an extent that many! 
of our people are In a desperate! 
plight, and the present proposed sales! 
tax will only serve to aggravate thef 
present serious condition.”

In particular, Mr. Harding spoke! 
of hardship on senior citizens and! 
those In receipt of mothers’ allow-f 
ances or other social security assist-1 

ance.
He said his opposition to the tax! 

was not voiced with a view to em-I 
barrassing the Government, much! 
less for the sake of political ex-F 
pediency, but in “the sincere belief! 
that it will work a great hardship on g 
the working-class people and others g 

in the lower income brackets.”
The official index today stood at 
150.1, which meant that a family 
spending $100 in 1939 now must 
spend $150 to buy the same goods and 
services. Even that was not a true 
index, for the average family spent 
the greater part of wages on food and 
clothing; and the food index was 
over 180, while that of clothing was 
up to 160.

Mr. Harding admitted the Govern-g 
ment needed money, but maintained I 
it should get it from large corpora-j 
tlons in the province that Were mak-j 
lng huge profits.

'Municipalities Promised 
[lax Grant by Province

Provincial Government will make 
g a grant to municipalities this year 
I for taxes on government-owned 
§ buildings used for commercial pur­
poses in line with Goldenberg Com­
mission recommendations, Hon. R. 

gC. MacDonald, Minister of Mines 
pand Municipalities, disclosed during 
|the debate in the budget speech In 
; the Legislature yesterday.

He expressed regret that the 
municipalities had expressed dis< 
satisfaction with Government con­
tributions this year before they 
actually knew how much they would 
receive and predicted “that they will 
receive a pleasant surprise.”

(Presumably, the minister was re- 
| ferring to the sales tax.)

Strong hint that the government 
j is considering limiting the authority 
j of school boards was given by the 
I minister.

“It is generally agreed that the

I
 policy of giving a public body the 
right to spend large sums of the

Sees Possible 
Racial Issues 
In Election Act

Hint that racial issues may arise

I
 in consideration of amendments to 
the Elections Act was given at 
meeting of the special House com­
mittee at the Legislature yesterday.

Presenting a list of 50 routine 
amendments involving technical 
changes in the Elections Act, the 
advisory committee of civil servants 
suggested that non-controversial 
questions be dealt with first, leav­
ing the question of Mennonltes and 
other controversial matters until 

later.
The committee adopted a sugges-

I
tion that all voters be struck off the 
list except those who have been 
registered on new type forms since 
April, 1947, or who have voted since 

then in a by-election or plebiscite. 
It was contended that present

I
 methods of removing from the list 
those who had moved away was 
extremely cumbersome and ex­
pensive.
Harold E. Winch, C.C.F. leader,!

I
 suggested the Province should work! 
closely with the Federal Govern-! 
ment In an attempt to work out a| 
corresponding voters’ list.
Committee elected Thomas King!

I
(Cln., Columbia) as chairman, and!
J. H. Cates (Cln., North Vancouver) | 
as secretary.

public's money, without any respon­
sibility of collection, is wrong in 
principle, and would never be toler­
ated in a well-conducted business.”

Discounting the pleas of the muni­
cipalities for greater financial aid, 
Mr. MacDonald7 declared that their 
financial condition on the whole 
was “excellent," that they had 
shown a steady reduction of debt 
and a steady increase of reserves 
and surpluses lathe past nine years i 
Total debt was reduced from $122,- j 
780,368 In 1987 to $109,112,341 In I 
1946 while reserves had risen fromll 
$4,055,973 to $7,804,411 in the 
period and surpluses from $26,020,-|j 
768 to $41,826,378.

Pointing out that borrowing from 
municipal works approved this year 
had already amounted to $8,000,000, 
Mr. MacDonald drew attention to 
the fact that costs have jumped 58 
to 100 per cent. He warned that 
they should now go very carefully 
and construct only what 
“absolutely necessary.”

He expressed unqualified opposi­
tion to municipalities entering Into 
agreements with the Federal 
Government for wartime houses 
providing for sale of city lots for 
one dollar and a 40-year agreement 
giving partial tax exemption. The 
municipalities were complaining on 
one hand against the exemption 
from tax of Federal and Provincial 
properties and on the other grant­
ing still other concessions for 
housing.

He felt that housing should be! 
le available for veterans but con-| 

tended it should be entirely 
Federal problem.

(Victoria has 450 houses built or! 
to be built under this type of agree-1 
ment.)

I
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Member Hopes Provincial Plans 
Will Aid Hospitals in Country]

jCity’s Bill Outlines 
I Water Board Desig

S »♦ - -rwvioi wnwtiner rtf the Citvi Under the authority of the tx
Hope that the Government's hos- t 

pitalization plans would afford re- 1 
lief of financial problems of hos­
pitals in rural areas was voiced in 1 
the Legislature yesterday by 1 
Thomas King (Coalition, Colum- < 
bia). 1

In large areas, he pointed out, 
hospitals had their parent muni­
cipalities to fall back on for aid, 
but small hospitals, without anyone | 
but the Government to turn to, j 
found themselves in serious plight 
with costs mounting on every hand.

At the same time he urged the 
Government, in its scheme of hos­
pitalization. to include a clause 
making it compulsory for patients 
to, pay a proportion of cost, even 
if only as little as 30 per cent. 
"WILL WANT TOO MUCH”

“They will clamor for too much 
if they think they are getting some­
thing for nothing, or something 
they’ve already paid for,” he cau­
tioned.

Discussing the proposed 3 per cent 
sales tax. he subscribed to views ex­
pressed by earlier speakers in the 
budget debate, that a tax on im­
plements and machinery would 
drive business out of this province.I I 'If I were an agent in Calgary 
I'd pay the freight to Golden Just 
to get the business.'' he remarked.

Mr. King said if the Government 
couldn't be talked out of the tax, 
he hoped it would not be applied

Maclean R| 
Recommem
Greater control 

ets, grants ampunti 
and appointment c 
enforce uniform as 
recommended in tl 
In the Legislature 3 
Straith.

The commission wai 
last year under the Pub 
Act following province-\ 
regarding tax inequaliti 
amendments to schoo 
under Dr. Maxwell Cs 
port. The commission 
ered to inquire into all 
lating to the sharing 
costs.

I It is believed the 1 

I tions of the commiss 
increased

B*ard.
Under the draft legislation con-1 

sidered yesterday the board will be ; 
composed of four representatives j 
from Victoria and one each from Î 

Oak Bay, Saanich and Esqulmalt 
I The City Council firmly refused to 
agree to a suggestion of Oak Bay ) 
and Saanich that the city's repre- j 
sentation be cut from four to three 
members so as to reduce “the pre­
ponderance of power."

Representatives on the board are 
to be appointed annually and must 
be selected from the respective 
councils of the municipalities.

The chairman of the board will 
be elected annually from among 
the members of the board. Hq will 
be entitled tq vote, but will have 
no casting vote.

■ ■

mean
schools above those ou 
budget speech. The re] 
before the Govemmt 
months and is believed 
considered before the 
Finance outlined the 
included $1,100,000 in 
areas and a one-third 
estimated $12,000.000 
municipalities.

“It has been suggest 
mission reported, “t 
instances school bo arc 
up budgets which ar 

I means of the taxpayc 
Strict, and which, on 
■consideration, shoulc
■ rejected."
I Some boards had
■ their estimates there
■ impost on a district
■ been approved by th 
I All budgets should
■ ject to the approval
■ intendant of educal 
■mission suggested,
■ degree of supervisioi
■ erclsed by the Depai 
H cation over the j
■ accounting procedi
■ boards by requlrini
■ detailed reports an< 
■of uniform account!
I The commission

■ powers for the Pr<
■ ment Commission,
■ right to:

I Conduct an educ
■ for assessors.
I I Reassess any pare
■ in any municipality
■ Make orders requ 
■ment of the asse
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Major Voters’ List Additions 
Sought in Vain by Opposition

Demand that the Provincial Elec- [ that such a controversial question i
tions Act be amended permitting 
every citizen to vote who has been 
in the Province six months and 
qualifies as a citizen under the 
Canadian Citizenship Act was made 
yesterday by Harold E. Winch, 
C.C.F. leader.

He presented his request to the 
special House committee on the 
Elections Act near the close of a 
two-hour session dealing with 
routine amendments.

With two of his Coalition sup-j 
porters absent. Chairman Thomas 
King (Cin., Columbia) quickly ruled

could only be discussed in full com­
mittee.

He gave a similar ruling when 
C.C.F. Whip, Herbert Gargrave, ask­
ed that the age limit for voters be 
reduced from 21 to 18 years.

To implement his request, Mr. 
Winch suggested that Séctlon 5 of 
the Act be amended. The section 
now disqualifies every Japanese, 
Doukhobor, Hutterite or Menonite 
except if he has served in the armed 
forces; and every Indian who has 
not served in the armed services or 
has not been enfranchised under the 
Indian Act or is not resident on an 
Indian reserve.

"We have the Caullan Citizenship 
Act and we are the only Province 
to establish a clause discriminating 
against some classes of citizens be­
cause of their race or color," said 
Mr. Winch. "It is a disgrace to the 
Province. It is time we wiped out 
this dirty blot from British Colum­
bia"

At a meeting following the after­
noon session of the Legislature the 
Committee turned Mr. Winch’s re­
quest down by a vote of five to two, 
With only himself and Mr. Gargrave 
supporting the motion.

Mr. Gargrave's recommendation 
that ago limit of voters be reduced j

Budget Debate 
Is Prolonged

Earlier Government plans to 
complete the budget debate before 
the Easter recess have gone by the 
board.

Present Indications are that the 
debate will be wound up on Tues­
day, when Public Works Minister 
B. C. Carson Is scheduled to close 
for the Government, outlining the 
Province’s works program for the 
coming year.

The House will take only a short 
Easter break, adjourning r" ■
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School Budget Control 
Commission’s Proposal 
To Ease Tax Inequality

Today In the 
legislature

2:30 p.m.: Budget debate 
continues.

Speakers — Agricultural 
Minister Frank Putnam. Dr. 
R. R. Laird (Coalition, Simil- 
kameen), and A. J. Turner 
(C.C.F., Vancouver East).

Committees — Private bills, 
10 a.m., Maple Room- Public 
Accounts and Printing, 2 p.m. 
No. 1 Committee Room.

Maclean Report Tabled in House 
Recommends Uniform Assessment
Greater control by the Government over school budg­

ets, grants amounting to $1,799,000 more than last year, 
and appointment of a commission with wide powers to 
enforce uniform assessments throughout the province is 
recommended in the Maclean Commission report tabled 

the Legislature yesterday by Education Minister W. T. 
Btraith.

The commission was appointed 
last year under the Public Inquiries 
Act following province-wide protests 
regarding tax Inequalities caused by ^ 
amendments to school legislation 
under Dr. Maxwell Cameron’s Re­
port. The commission was empow-1 
ered to inquire into all matters re-5 
lating to the sharing of school gj 
costs.

It is believed the recommenda-1 
tions of the commission will not ta 
mean any increased grants for 
schools above those outlined in the 
budget speech. The report has been 
before the Government for two 
months and is believed to have been 
considered before the Minister of 
Finance outlined the policy. This 
included $1,100,000 in aid to rural 
areas and a one-third share of the 
estimated $12,000,000 sales tax for 
municipalities.

“It has been suggested,” the com­
mission reported, “that in some I 
instances school boards have drawn I 
up budgets which are beyond the| 
means of the taxpayers of the dis­
trict, and which, on more mature I 
consideration, should have been! 
rejected.”

Some boards had also exceeded

I
 their estimates thereby levying an 
impost on a district which had not 
been approved by the “authorities.”

All budgets should be made sub­
ject to the approval of the super­
intendent of education, the com­
mission suggested, and a greater 
degree of supervision should be ex­
ercised by the Department of Edu­
cation over the budgeting *“ 
accounting procedure of school B 
boards by requiring, the filing of 
detailed reports and the adoption | 
of uniform accounting practices.
The commission suggested wide I

I
 powers for the Provincial Assess-j 
ment Commission, including the| 
right to:
Conduct an educational program |
| for assessors.

Reassess any parcel of or all lands | 
i any municipality or district.

i orders requiring the adjust- ( 
of the assessment base

municipal and provincial B 
to produce for f

nt rolls or any docu- 
I relating to assessments, 
fly the cm* ot 

m upon 
it I» <

WM
IpfMl

m

Maiden Speech 
Devoted 
To Own Riding

Cumpulsory system of superan­
nuation was called for in the Legis­
lature yesterday by Walter Hogg 
(Cln., Cariboo), as he made his 
maiden speech during the debate on 
the budget.

The member confined most of

I
 his remarks, however, to problems j 
of his own riding.

He told the House that large tim­
ber operators in his district were 
welcomed, but great care must be 
taken to ensure that a large nro* 
portion of the timber was not held 
in perpetuity by larger operators. 
The interests of the small company 
must be protected.

Calling the district north of Ques- 
nel and into the Peace River “the 
greatest undeveloped empire on the 
North American continent," he 
Called for extension of the P.G.E. 
Rallw'ay to Prince George and the 
Peace River.

Predatory animals were playing

I
 havoc with livestock and game ani­
mals in the district, Mr. Hogg said, 
and called for increases in bounties.
Something would have to be done 
about the school tax on land. Some 
ranchers were forced to pay thous­
ands of dollars in taxes and at the 
same time pay for a teacher or 
send their children away to be edu­

cated.
"Some method must be worked 
|out whereby everyone pays a fair 

and every Child gets an edu- 
tion;” he declared, "and the sys­

tem must be flexible so that the 
roblems of the outlying districts 

lean be worked out.”

Blistering Attack
By C.C.F. Whip 
Hurled at Budget

“Reckless Spending, Waste” 
Charges Voiced by Gargrave

In a blistering attack in the House yesterday, C.C.P. I 
Whip Herbert Gargrave challenged Premier Johnson to I 
go to the people on the sales tax issue and what he de-1 
scribed as “this disgraceful budget."

“You didn’t have the courage to 
use the by-elections a month ago 
as a sounding board,” he declared 

“Not one decent, sound business­
men's organisation in the province 
supports the sales tax. If they knew 
the reckless way the Government 
is throwing money away they would 
be even more bitterly opposed to it 

The member for Mackenzie wentj 
through the blue book from cover 
to cover to show the House how ex­
penditures for administrative pur­
poses alone had multiplied in the 
past year.

“The Legislature Is being asked 
to impose a sales tax to pay for the 
profligate spending, the wasteful­
ness of this Government.

“It is a positive disgrace to ask 
for it when the Government them 
selves can’t find any way to cut 
down on their own extravagant 
spending.
-GOING HOG WILD”

Turning to the private members’ 
benches, he declared:

"You who sit here and let your­
selves be bamboozled by Cabinet] 
ministers are not fulfilling your

“If the minister can’t bring down 
a sounder budget than this, it*» 
time he tried wiring a house.”

Mr. Gargrave asserted the Gov­
ernment could have avoided a sales] 
tax—

1. By studied and, If necessary, 
ruthless examination of expendi­
tures, dealing with public money 
as It would with its own.

2. By a capital gains or unearned 
increment tax.

5. By a graduated mineral and|^ 
forest products tax that would taker ' 
care of excessive profits.

4. By increasing Government 
ownership of revenue-producing in­
dustries.

6. By “forgetting" the $2300,000 
to be allocated to sinking fund.

SHOULD BE EXPOSED”
"This budget is so staggering, so 

wasteful, and the new tax so inlqiti-1 
tous that it is in the interests of! 
all the province that this blunder­
ing and disgraceful handling of 

I public money should be exposed,”
Mr. Gargrave told the House.

He described as nonsense the min­
ister’s statement that the province’s

responsibilities to the people who share of the sales tax would be ear-
I sent you here.”

He asserted that the Government] 
was going "hog wild” with public 
funds for the sole purpose of Justify­
ing Imposition of a sales tax.

“I noted with alarm," he said 
“the air of condescension of the 
Minister of Finance last week when 
he told the leader of the Opposi­
tion “You are an electrician, I am 
a financier/

marked for social services, pointing 
out that anything going into con­
solidated revenue was not ear­
marked for any particular purpose.

Charging that the estimates 
showed lack of proper supervision, 
he declared departments had 
allowed to put in estimates as 1 
as they liked because the Govern-j 
ment was going to “gouge $123 

1000 out of the people with the sal
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Maclean Report Urges Sharp Drop 
In Taxable Share of Farm Property

Age Ma 
Without

crease of $200 in the annual grant
Reluctance of milady 

her age has thrown 
wrench Into new provl 
Elections Act for reg 
voters In British Colum 

And, as usual, it loo 
will have the last wort 

Appearing before the 
mittee on the Provint 
Act at the Legislate 
O. M. Phillips, regl 
asked abolition of the 
try office and of the 
that a person must g 

l date in making appl 
I placed on the voters 
I People, he said, a 
I women, were refusing 
I birth dates. When t<
| not vote unless the In 
1 given, they became 
I angry."
I “it's terrible what I 
B ties have had to put 
I Mr. Phillips. "The w 
Blarly are angry about 
I He was gravely woi
■ fact that many pers< 
i be disfranchised, poll
■ were 700 such cases 
Sand registration was 
Bter completed. The
■ ably be thousands m
I UNWORKABLE
I Central registry
■ more than $600 a m
■ plus overhead, coul
■ fulfil its function
■ double registrations
■ of persons applying
■ asked that it be al
■ of the expense, bee*
■ workable owing to ■
■ the public and becM
■ registration cards *■
■ found illegal on apfl 
B The committee al 
B objections of KennM 
fl ty registrar. Wl* 
Hsions of the act belH 
ffl abolition, he said,
H names and “deadx* 
ET would continue to^B 
fl would be virtually! 
B deaths and transitai 
Btrict to another. ■ 
I “Why worry abo^B
■ ity of less than ofl
■ 37 per cent of th^H
■ don’t use their fra^H
■ perhaps with tl^B 
■however, the ct^B 
■Thomas King (C^B
■ decided to suppc^B
■ of Mr. Phillips. ■

per teacher would amount to $992,- 
000.

An Increase from 60 to 70 per 
! cent in the grant toward transport- 
I Ing pupils to and from schools 

estimated
Landlords Tenantless 
In Gesture of Protest

was suggested at 
$82,000.

Outside of the $1,799,000 In aid 
listed, the commission recom­
mended that grants should be made 
for dormitories in remote areas 
with a boarding allowance of $10 
per pupil.

E. T. Pairey, superintendent of 
education, had presented a brief 
suggesting the Government should 
assume a fixed percentage of school 
costs with the remainder to be 
raised by the districts through the 
application of a province-wide mill 
rate. The commission concluded 
that the scheme was worthy of 
consideration but involved an en­
tirely new method of financing 
education.

Members included H. Alan Mac- 
lean, assistant deputy ' attorney- 
general; B. C. Bracewell, deputy 
minister of municipalities; R. R. P. 
Sewell, secretary of the- Union of
B. C. Municipalities; J. T. Clark, R.
C. Grant and J. H. Stewart. Sittings 
were held throughout the province.

Landlords are keeping rooms and legislation, the only way the land- 
suites vacant in Victoria In many lord can have a tenant move Is to 
cases as a protest against "dicta- have Wm declared obnoxious for 

„ non-payment of rent or for destruc-
torial Antal legislation,* a spokes- tlon of property, it was explained, 
man for the Landlords’ Protective ^ the case 0j non-payment of 
League said last night. rent, the spokesman said the pro-

Ot least 35 rooms in the city are cedure takes a minimum of 45 days, 
not being rented because of rental an<^> as ^ ^he other two cases, the 

. * ... n,„ , 0_, matter has to go to court, involvingcontrol, that are one-alded and ]ega, Md sometlmeE
S» X. ™ “We thing that landlord. In gen-
rf jT h^nLv' eral are the most stable citizen,
hi. otm business,’ the spokesman o( Canad, Md should have toe
8a„" . , . power to run their own business

Under existing domestic rental

programs which were undertaken || 
and many of which were needed, 
in addition to the fact that rev­
enues "were sadly inadequate” to 
meet the “unprecedented rise” in 
teachers’ salaries.

Equality of financial burden could 
only be achieved, the report said, if 
assessments were on a uniform 
basis, and some of its major rec­
ommendations dealt with means, of 
bringing this about.

“The question arises,” it said, “as 
to whether this kind of property 
(personal real estate) is capable of 
bearing the present burden of taxes.
If it is not, it will be necessary to 
remove some of the burden from 
land and improvements by increas­
ing the Government’s share in the 
educational program."

Weight of opinion, with which 
the commission said it agreed, was 
that land should continue to be, 
taxed for schools, but to a lesser 
degree.
RANCIIÈRS’ POSITION

Attention was drawn to the posi­
tion of ranchers and others in re­
mote districts who had been brought 
into school districts. They had to 
pay taxes but received no benefits 
in educational services. The com- 
mi:s>:n recommended establishment 
or dormitories for those from scat­
tered districts and payment of a 
boarding allowance for students. 
Rai^h lands should be re-assessed.

The difference in methods of as­
sessment in municipal and rural 
areas should be brought into line 
and the definition of farm lands 
should be changed so that only 

! bona fide farms could obtain bene- 
1 fits. Fruit trees should be exempted 
! from improvements taxes.

The commission was also critical 
of the general level of assessments 
in the province.

A campaign of education and 
consultation with assessors to bring 
various areas into line and to adopt 
uniform methods was suggested.

Present grants of $16 to $23 per 
pupil were too xigid to take care 
of varying costs, the commission 
contended, and should be based on 
current expenditures for the pre­
ceding year. In addition, grant# per 
pupil, provided under another sec­
tion of the act, should be increase*

1 Voice of Experience” 
Urged in Health Plan
ggestion that representatives of money be devoted to this purpose. 
Medical Services Association He made a stout defence of the 
the Blue Cross, both organize- profits df the Consolidated Mining 

! providing insurance on a & smelting Company, pointing out 
profit basis, be included in a that the company had started with 
nlttee to study a health insur- nothing but a hole in the ground 
scheme for British Columbia into which they had poured iriillions 

given to the Legislature yester- 0f dollars.

oints Value
Of Boys’ Work

I Value of the boys club movement 
I in providing outlets for excess en­
ergy and In moulding character was 
outlined to the Legislature's Social 
Welfare and Education Committee 
yesterday by Hugh McMillan, presi­
dent of Vancouver Boys’ Club As­
sociation.

He said there wàs very little 
Juvenile delinquency today in those

The company now paid 
millions in taxes, brought employ­
ment to thousands and had under­
taken risks in development which no 
state enterprise could possibly justify.

Dr. Green called the sales tax 
an unpopular but bold step but 
asked If anyone had ever heard of

areas whère clubs had been formed 
because the clubs gave boys a place 
to go and an interest in construc­
tive things, to keep them off the 
streets.

“In times like these there should 
be no hesitation about investment 
in boys," Mr. McMillan urged. "A 
little service to youth goes a long 
way. Youth work is a great need 
in the world today.”

Mr. McMillan outlined the growth 
of Vancouver’s- boys' club move­
ment from its Kiwanis beginnings 
in 1936 to its four-club organiza­
tion today, with a total member­
ship of aided by seven full­
time, six part-time and 78 vol­
unteer workers.

Financed largely from city wel­
fare funds, the association had the 
backing of 235 influential business­
men, he explained.

Health insurance was badly I 
needed, but because of “sky high”! 
costs it would prove expensive.

Medical faculty at the University 
of British Columbia was also badly 
needed, Dr. Green said, and the Im­
portant thing at the moment Was 
“to get something started.”

He spoke on behalf of the British

BÜ1 Would Help 
Deserted Wives

Good news for deserted wives in 
British Columbia was contained In 
an amendment to the Deserted 
Wives Maintenance Act introduced 
in the Legislature yesterday by 
Attorney-General Gordon Wismer.

Taking Into account the rising 
cost of living, it empowers magis­
trates to order payment of main­
tenance not exceeding $30 a week, 
where desertion is proved.

Present maximum under the act

GRANTS
to the

» basis similar to
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Age May Be Kept Feminine Secret 
Without Losing B.C. Voting Rights
Reluctance of milady to discloee 1 

her age has thrown a monkey-1 
wrench Into new provisions of the I 
Elections Act for registration of | 
voters In British Columbia.

And, as usual, it looks as If she| 
will have the last word.

Appearing before the special com­
mittee on the Provincial Elections 1 
Act at the Legislature yesterday,! 
G. M. Phillips, registrar-general, [ 
asked abolition of the central regis-1 
try office and of the requirement I 
that a person must give his birth 1 
date in making application to be| 
placed on the voters' list.

People, he said, and especially! 
women, were refusing to give their I 
birth dates. When told they could I 
not vote unless the information was! 
given, they became “very, very| 
angry.”

“It’s terrible what I and my depu-1

I
 ties have had to put up with,” said g 
Mr. Phillips, “The women particu­
larly are angry about it."
He was gravely worried about the j 
fact that many persons would thus 
be disfranchised, pointing out there 
were 700 such cases in Vancouver 
and registration was only one-quar­
ter completed. There would prob­
ably be thousands more. 
UNWORKABLE 

Central registry office, costing 
more than $600 a month in salaries 
plus overhead, could not properly 
fulfil its function of eliminating 
double registrations unless the age 
of persons applying was given. He 
asked that it be abolished because 
of the expense, because it was un­
workable owing to the objections of 
the public and because the present 
registration cards would probably 1 
found illegal on appeal to the courts | 

The committee agreed despite 1 
objections of Kenneth Wiper, depu-l 
ty registrar. Without the provl-g 
slons of the act being considered foi 
abolition, he said, the duplication ofl 
names and "deadwood" on the list^ 
would continue to pile up. There | 
would be virtually no check 
deaths and transfers from one dis­
trict to another.

“Why worry about a noisy minor-

I
lty of less than one per cent when 
37 per dent of the registered voteri 
don't use their franchise?" he asked. 

Perhaps with the ladles in mind,

I
 however, the committee under 
Thomas King (Coaltlon, Columbia) 
decided to support the suggestion 
of Mr. Phillips.

Ramming It Through
Sources in a good position to know assert 

that the proposed provincial sales tax was 
caucused on Monday evening by members of 
the Coalition groups in the Legislature, with 
"less opposition” from those members than 
the Administration had anticipated. If that 
is true it means, of course, that the Govern­
ment will ram the sales tax through the 
Legislature, using that Coalition support. 
Vague hints, meanwhile, are being thrown 
out that the municipalities will "like it when 
they see it," and so forth. It is very easily 
done, no dpubt. It will be done, too. but it 
will not add to the stature of the Provincial 
Government.
' To raid the municipalities of a cool 
$8,000.000 of the $ 12,000,000 a three per 
cent sales tax is stated officially as likely to 
produce, and to hand them the balance of 
$4,000,000 as their share, is very cavalier 
treatment indeed. The municipalities had 
asked that they be covered on the costs of 
education. This will not begin to do that. 
It will merely impose one more tax within 
municipal areas, the main proceeds of which 
wilf go into provincial coffers.

A sales tax will fall on the lowest income 
groups disproportionately with others. It 
will make it harder for the pensioner, the 
veteran and his family, and for the city rate­
payer in his turn. It will add to. and not 
detract from, a far too rapid advance in 
provincial expense, and whet the appetite of 
the British Columbia treasury for more. 
Provincial outlays have risen 300 per cent 
in the same period that British Columbia has 
added barely one-third to its population.

There was, and is, no genuine need for this 
extra bite out of the public's pocket to the 
tune of $12,000,000. By conserving its 
own resources the Province could have helped 
the municipalities without fresh taxation of 
any kind. To ram the sales tax through 
now is to make a mistake which the Ad­
ministration may pay for a year or so hence at 
the polls. The public may be long-suffer­
ing. but it does not forget.

Wismer Draws Cargrave Fire 
On Handling of Mine Dispute

[ Three Loan Bills
Three loan bills mentioned in the budget 

address were brought down in the British 
Columbia Legislature this week. Two of 
them are for the amount of $5,000.000 each, 
net after payment of loan expenses. Both 
these measures authorize the payment of in­
terest rates up to 5 per cent, and both loans 
arc for a period of 50 years unless earlier re­
deemed. The third loan is for the new For­
est Development Fund, to raise $2,500,000 
on similar terms.

All three measures combined constitute 
new or revived loan authority to borrow 
$12.500,000, or 40 per cent of the $28,- 
500,000 which the Province is planning to 
spend in the new fiscal year on capital 
outlays.

The "British Columbia Forest Develop­
ment Fund Loan Act. 1948" has been ex­
plained by the Administration by stating 
that it is to create a revolving account, out 
of which new forest policies can be operated 
and independent timber operators helped. 
Into the fund would go other assets raised 
by the Province in forest appropriations. 
The loan authority is for $2,500,000.

The "Pacific Great Eastern Construction 
Loan Act,1928, Amendment 1948" is a re­
vival of former loan authority under the 
original railway construction statute, and its 
increase by $5,000,000. The Government 
have explained that $800,000 of this sum 
will be spent on capital account on the 
P.G.E. Railway in the coming year. Mean­
while authority is being taken to borrow 
$4,200,000 over and beyond that.

The "British Columbia Loan Act, 1948" 
is the second $5,000,000 measure laid before 
the Legislature this week. It sets out that 
$4.000,000 of the borrowings will be spent 
on capital account on roads, bridges, ferries 
and the like, and the remaining $1,000,000 
on the purchase of equipment and road ma­
chinery in that connection. The three mea­
sures together are equivalent to 10 per cent 
of the current net debt of British Columbia.

Labor Minister Gordon Wismer'r 
handling of conciliation measures 
In Vancouver Island's coal mines 
strike was called Into question In 
the House yesterday by Herbert 
Oargrave (OX!J1- Mackenzie).

He said it was time the Province 
| had a new labor minister, because 

attorney-general Mr. Wismer

I could not give enough time to the 
Job.

"More than L000 miners an on
[strike, and the minister Is sluing! 
I complacently In his office walting|
I for one or other party to oome to I was sent to both parties.
| him," Mr. Oargraves charged.

I “I hope we are going to have 
new minister of labor, even If 
means an amendment to the 
Ututlon Act."

had to handle as attorney-general 
made It foreign for him to turn 
round and deal with labor relations. 
WISMER REPLIES

He said a board of industrial 
commissioners on the coal strike 
had presented a majority report 
two weeks ago, and asked what the 

| minister had done since to bring 
the parties together.

Mr. Wismer replied that it was 
the duty of the minister under the 
act to give the parties an opportun­
ity to settle their own differences. 
When the report was received It

"It I were minister," Mr. Oar-! 
ave retorted, "I would have had 

parties here a week ar —1 
i alt here until son

"If you can’t bring about a sett 
it, then let the Government t 

the coal mines and
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Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 pm.—Speakers, Dr. R. 
R. Laird (Coalition, Similka- 
meen) ; John Mclnnls (C.C.F., 
Port George), and C. T. 
Beard (Coalition, Esqui­
mau).

Committees—Forestry com­
mittee at 10 am., Cedar 
Room. •

Putnam 
As Unfa

Sales Ta 
Estimaitto Nation’s Farmers

I Price-fixing and controls of farmi 
products are “manifestly unfair and 
unsound" when ho manufacturer or 
worker has pulled any punches in 
getting the last cent for produce 
which the farmer must buy, Agri­
culture Minister Prank Putnam de­
clared In the Legislature yesterday.

Farming was not just an Industry, 
the minister said; it was a way of 
life, the very foundation of the 
Canadian way of life, the source of, 
our highest Ideals.

"The basis of agriculture must be 
sound, for on that depends the 
greatness of our Dominion. The 
very essence of a sound agriculture 
Is a free farmer, whose only hope of 
reward for long hours and hard 
work Is a fair price for the product 
of his toll."

Something must be done to raise 
the standards of farm life, Mr. 
Putnam contended, If any young 
people were to be left In farming.

Estimated farm production for 
1947 was $122,000,000 as against 
Imports of agricultural products 
valued In excess of $60,000,000. Re­
viewing agricultural development, he 
recalled that In 1932 production had 
shrunk to $34,300,000 and Imports 
were $10,300,000.

Noting that the Province, had 
sometimes been criticised for Its 
large agricultural Imports, Mr. 
Putnam suggested that every en­
couragement be given to new settlers 
of the right background to Increase 
production of feed grains and other 
products now being Imported from 
the Prairies.

Only ( 2 per cent of British Colum­
bia’s 234,000,000 acres, or 4,700,000 
are suitable for agriculture, and of 
the latter only 1,000,000 acres are 
under cultivation, said the minister.

Concluding a review of the special 
problems In various districts 
throughout the Province, Mr. Put­
nam noted that there was evidence 
of a great trek from Britain to 
British Columbia In which Vancou­
ver Island was playing a large part 
Hundreds of new holdings were 
being developed as part-time farm­
ing In conjunction with employment 
lh togging and other trades. 
major Industry 

Poultry production In the Prov­
ince had become a major Industry, 
Mr. Putnam noted, and would re­
quire the best possible assistance.

The general agricultural situation 
presented a picture of reasonable 
stability tor the next tew years and 
with present world conditions there 
was no reason to be worried about 
overproduction of essential foods.

While the Greater Vai 
will receive more than 
estimated $4,000,000 mui 
of the Provincial Goverrj 
cent sales tax for the 
year, Victoria and its 
municipalities will dlv 
mated $460,000 for the 
If the tax receives the 
the Legislature.

This was Indicated In 
Finance Minister Herl 
to the Union of B.C. ]

Telegraph Firms Garner 
First Sales Tax “Profit”

The Provincial Government’s retail sales tax proposal 
is proving a gold mine for telegraph companies.

Since Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb announced 
the new impost in his budget speech a week ago, there 
has been a daily procession of sessional attendants into 
the legislative chamber to distribute handfuls of telegrams 
to ministers and private members.

By far the greatest proportion of them contain 
protests against the new tax.

By last night it was estimated that more than 200 
anti-sales tax wires had been handed to members of the 
House, from merchants’ organizations, citizens’ groups 
and individuals all over the Province.

ana distributed to un 
yesterday by R. R- 
secretary.

Mr. Sewell said re 
had been made by th< 
the Provincial Depart 
nance for payment ol 
palities* share of the 
this year.

"If the tax Is imi 
delay and arranger™ 
payments this year, 
billty the payment wi 
month period," he sai< 
mean that approxima 
would be available ft 
to the municipalities.

There has been 
from Mr. Anscomb, 1 
how or when the m 
of the tax revenue will

With his letter, 
enclosed a list showin 
mate percentage of 
share the revenue f 
tax to which eacl 
would be entitled. 
PERCENTAGE BAS

Victoria’s share, I 
school population of* 
the total estimated ■ 
1946, would be apprc* 
per cent, or $264,000 
fiscal yqar, he said.

On the same basis,* 
receive 2.99 per cei^E 
Oak Bay, 1.3304 per 
and Esqulmalt, .584^M 
$83,380. *

Vancouver City’s 
fiscal year would be 
or $1,640,000; Bum* 
cent; West Vancoi^B 
cent, and North V^H 
per cent.

Other Island cei^H 
percentage share ai^H 
.8880 per cent; Nai^H 
cent; North Cowi<^B 
cent; Duncan, .3^B 
Albernj, .3150 per 
.2606 per cent; Lad^H 
cent, and Cumbe^* 
per cent.

Larger centres o^* 
and their percent^* 
New Westminster, * 
Surrey, 3.4160 per ■ 
2.3058 per cent; (* 
per cent; Trail, j I 
Vernon, 12230 per* 
1.1856 per cent; Pei* 
cent; Prince Ruj^H 
cent, and Kamtoo$^^

Post-Mortem
The Maclean report on the Cameron re­

port on educational costs is a little like a 
post-mortem and it will have about the same 
effect. The report has been in the hands of 
the Provincial Government for two months, 
so that what has followed has superseded 
the main weight of the report itself. That 
argued that the Government should exercise 
more control over school costs, but as 
the Government have refused to assume 
the costs of education as requested by the 
municipalities the occasion for that con­
trol has lessened. On the contrary, if 
the municipalities are to continue to bear 
the heaviest part of the burden of educational 
financing, the City Councils should be given 
a good deal more discretion over what school 
budgets they will approve. They have virtu­
ally none now.

The undeniable difficulty of the situation 
is that the Province sets the curriculum and 
states what program the schools of British 
Columbia must carry out. As the cities have 
proved, they arc carrying 61 per cent of the 
cost of that program now, to the Province’s 
39 per cent. A two-for-me-and-one-for-you 
provincial division of the proposed sales tax 
will not alter that disparity, but only in­
crease it. Meanwhile not a fe* school 
budgets are going to arbitration now in Brit­
ish Columbia. That was all their respec­
tive councils could do with them. The 
awards of the arbitration panels, however, 
will be final, and in that it remains to be seen 
wherein the municipalities will be any better 
off.

It is beyond argument that school costs 
have risen in the last three years faster than 
the ability of British Columbia communi­
ties to pay them. If the Govei 
think so they would do well 
evening with any British Col 
board while it is considering its

Education Department, and It 
brought Mr. Straith to his feet to 
tell the House:

“The department does not en­
courage appeals in schools, but it has 
no jurisdiction over them- It refers 
them to locai school boards.

“The paper just read was spon­
sored by the United Nations and 
the Dominion of Canada, and I have 
ho hesitation in saying that I give 
it my blessing."

Change Drops 
Nationality 
From Listings

Amending legislation introduced 
In the House Tuesday by Labor 
Minister Gordon Wlsmer removes 
from employers responsibility for 
listing their employees by nationali­
ties In registers required by the 
Male and Female Minimum Wage 
Acts.
** The acts as they now stand say 
the register must show names, 
nationalities, ages and residential 
addresses. Under Mr. Wlsmer’s 
amendment, "occupations" will bft 
substituted for "nationalities."

The minister also Introduced an 
amendment to the Semi-Monthly 
Payment of Wages Act to make It 
applicable to piece-work.

Amendments to the Game Act!

Elaborating his argument that 
farmers were getting the thin end 
of the stick In controlled prices, Mr. 
Putnam noted that minera were
leaking for $14 a day, the

miners were being in oneminers, however,
to 100 per cent

bread, bacon and

her bills!

at In by Mr. Wlsmer ss 
r-Oeneral will include i 
of «nine. Instead of sDecll

all geo
Mbitlon of pit-lamp than 'the
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[Sales Tax Yield in Greater Victoria 
Estimated $460,000 in Fiscal Year

â ■

While the Greater Vancouver areal 
[will receive more than half of the!
8 estimated $4,000,000 municipal share |
|of the Provincial Government's 3 perl 

cent sales tax for the 1948-49 fiscal] 
year, Victoria and its surrounding I 
municipalities will divide an esti-i 
mated $460,000 for the same period 1 
if the tax receives the approval of | 

I the Legislature, 
r This was indicated in a letter from 1 
I Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb I 
g to the Union of B.C. Municipalities I
4 and distributed to union members |[ 
I yesterday by R. R. F. Sewell, jj 
| secretary.

Mr. Sewell said representations 1 
had been made by the UJ3.CM. tol 

I the Provincial Department of Fi-| 
I nance for payment of the municl- ! 
ipalities’ share of the tax, if levied, ] 
I this year.

“If the tax is imposed without 1 
|delay and arrangement made fori 

payments this year, in all proba-1 
billty the payment will cover a six-1 
month period,” he said. This would I 
mean that approximately $2,000,0001 
would be available for distribution] 
to the municipalities.

There has been no indication! 
|from Mr. Anscomb, however, as tol 
| how or when the municipal share | 
| of the tax revenue will be distributed. ] 

With his letter, Mr. Anscomb I 
I] enclosed a list showing the approxi- I 
[mate percentage of the municipal I 
1 share the revenue from the sales | 
| tax to which each municipality | 
I would be entitled.
[PERCENTAGE BASIS

Victoria’s share, based on the I 
[school population of 1947 added to[ 
[the total estimated population in| 

1946, would be approximately 6.6111 [ 
per cent, or $264,000 for the current [ 
fiscal yçar, he said.

On the same basis, Saanich would | 
receive 2.99 per cent, or $119,600; | 
Oak Bay, 1.3304 per cent, or $53,200,1 
and Esquimalt, .5845 per cent, or | 
$83,380.

Vancouver City’s share for this I 
[fiscal year would be 41.0551 per cent, I 
[or $1,640,000; Burnaby, 4.9727 per I 
I cent; West Vancouver, 1.3064 per | 
I cent, and North Vancouver, 1.0295 g 
[per cent.

Other Island centres and their I 
[percentage share are: Port Alberni, 1 
1.8880 per cent; Nanaimo, .8304 per I 
|cent; North Cowichan, .6550 perl 
[cent; Duncan, .3683 per cent; f 
I Albert, 5150 per cent; Courtenay, [
I. 2606 per cent; Ladysmith, .2466 per 1 
[cent, and Cumberland, .1249 per| 
| per cent.

larger centres on the Mainland [ 
[and their percentage share are; I 
B New Westminster, 4.0261 per cent; [ 
[Surrey, 3.4160 per cent; Richmond, j 
12.3058 per cent; Chilliwack, 1.4087§ 
■per cent; Trail, 15005 per cent; [ 
■Vernon, 15230 per Cent; Kelowna, I
II. 1856 per cent; Penticton, 1.1685 perl 

nt; Prince Rupert, 1.0189 perl
[cent, and Kamloops, 5358 per cent.]

\House Thrown Into Brief Confusion 
\By Variance, in Conies of Estimates

Confusion reigned for a few min-1 
utes in the House yesterday when! 
Premier Byron Johnson and Fin-| 
ance Minister Herbert Anscombj 
found that their printed copies 
estimates for the coming year didn*t| 
jibe—by a matter of $300,000.

But they didn’t discover the error! 
until Opposition Leader Harold! 
(Winch had risen on a point of order! 
to wave a blue book in his left hand! 
showing $1,100,000 assistance to rural! 
[areas for education costs, and an-] 
other in his right showing only| 
$800,000.

“I contend that the House doesn’t! 
know what the estimates are, and! 
until it does, it can’t go on with *his[ 
debate,” Mr. Winch maintained.

The two Government leaders, who! 
were embarrassed last Monday when! 
C.C.F. Whip Herbert Gargrave drew! 
attention to the fact that estimatif 
provided two salaries for one cabinet! 
member, put their heads together! 
over their respective blue books and! 
came up looking crestfallen to con-| 
fees that they didn’t agree.

*T ask you, how can we have tw 
estimates of this nature before the! 
Legislature?” demanded Mr. Winch.!

“What kind of confusion has hef 
(the finance minister) got into? I| 
suggest he needs a refresher course! 
in his business!

“This debate is out of order until] 
this is settled.”

Mr. Speaker R. H. Carson ruled] 
that the copy filed with the clerk of! 
the House must be accepted as the] 

j official estimates.
; SUSPENSEFUL WAIT

“Every time we deal with esti-| 
mates do we have to go to the clerk! 
of the House for his official copy?”] 
asked Mr. Gargrave.

Mr. Anscomb, looking somewhat! 
put out, said it was quite obvious] 
there had been a printing error.! 
Only those books showing $1,100,000 J 
were correct.

The House waited in suspense | 
while Clerk R. S. Yates hurried tol 
his office to bring back the official [ 
copy. If it had shown $800,000, rural] 
areas would have got $300,000 less 1 
than they had been promised, on|| 
Mr. Speaker’s ruling.

But it didn’t On the clerk’s re-II 
turn, Mr. Speaker informed the j 
House the official estimates showed | 
the $1,100,000 figure used by Mr.|| 
Anscomb in his budget speech.

Mr. Winch wanted to know how 0 
the error had occurred. Mr. Ans- il 
comb offered to odjourn the House]] 
to find out.

Then Premier Johnson rose tol 
suggest the debate -should proceed,] 

imising that a check would be! 
made in the meantime and that!

ips would be taken to see that all] 
members received correct copies V 

estimates.
Later, as the House was rising, Mr.| 

[ Anscomb informed members 
| error appeared in only a few <
[of the blue book, was in the i 

7 of expenditures only, and ’ 
ected in the general

Committee Advised City’s Bill 
Asks Only Extension of Poiver

Bill to allow Victoria to lease the 
City Hall site to a private company 
for erection of,a $3,00.0,000 hotel was 
presented to the Private Bills Com­
mittee of the Legislature yesterday 

] by. City Solicitor A. J. Patton.
He explained that the city already 

I had power to grant a lease for 20 
j years and was merely seeking ex- 
I tension of the power for a 99-year 
[ lease.

The city intended to grant a fixed) 
!.tax of $80,000 a year, Mr. Patton 
! told the committee, but the city J stood to gain because present taxes 

Would only amount to $77,800.
When questioned as to what would 

happen if the city increased its mill 
| rate or assessments, Mr. Patton 

pointed out this would probably be 
| gffset by a depreciation in the value 

of the structure.
:: Request from Vancouver for power 
to allow Hindus to vote in munici­
pal elections brought a question 
from C.CJF. Leader Harold E. Winch 
to to why Chinese and other Cana- 

| j|ian citizens were not also included.
I SEEK AMENDMENT

Aid. George C. Miller said Van- 
I couver would handle its own affairs 
in its own way, while D. E. Mc- 
Taggart, city solicitor, remarked 
that it was partly a matter of I 
difficulty in preparing a list of 

I Chinese voters, many of whom had 
['similar names.

Vancouver asked an amendment I 
| to its charter to permit police to 

appeal from disciplinary action or 
dismissal to the Attorney-General. I 

j This was opposed by Fred Dougherty, 
Police Union spokesman, who 
pointed out two of the police com­
missioners were appointed by the 
Attorney-General and asked for an 
appeal to the City Council. Nine­
teen men were dismissed last year, 
he said, without any right of 
appeal.

It was agreed that he be granted 
time to consult the Police Union 
on a suggestion of A. R. MacDougall 
(Cln., Pt. Grey) that appeal should 
be made to a, Supreme Court judge.

Vancouver asked to remove the 
$500 licence fee ceiling to provide 
for an adequate tax on those who

would not be covered by the pro-8 
posed business tax; authority to ex-| 
empt certain classes of business | 
from the business tax, and authority 1 
to impose either a licence fee or| 
business tax, whichever is greater. |

| vj

U.K. Journey 
By Eyres 

Under Fire
Next month’s trip to England for | 

Trade and Industry Minister L. H. | 
Eyres and his deputy, E. G. Rowe- 1 
bottom, to shepherd a party of I 
British Columbia industrialists, was 9 
sniped at by Herbert Gargrave I 
(C.C.F., Mackenzie) in the House | 
Tuesday.

Noting that the estimates pro-1 
vided for an increase of $2,000 in 1 
the minister’s vote, Mr. Gargrave I 
wondered whether the increase was I 
to take care of “the junket the [ 
minister and his deputy are going! 
to take to England this year at the | 
expense of the taxpayer."

The province already had a trade [ 
representative and an agent-gen- [ 
eral in London, Mr. Gargrave re-1 
minded the House, and added:

t‘If you are sending the minister | 
for a holiday you ought to send] 
him a lot farther.

"X want the people to know that] 
the minister and his deputy are! 
being sent at their expense and! 

they are going to have to pay | 
tax for this type of thing.”

'• ?-T* > *?«>,.
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NEW PROVISIONS
New provisions for classification 

of motion pictures where such ac­
tion is deemed necessary by the 
censor is contained in a bill to amend 
the Motion Pictures Act Introduced 
In the Legislature yesterday by At­
torney-General Gordon Wlsmer.

Long sought by various welfare

m#**.
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ndemn Forest licence Plan 
By Truck Loggers at Hearing

Praises for Trade Department 
Tendered From C.C.F. Member

Condemning the forest manage- 
it licence plan as unlikely to 

achieve over-all sustained yield, a 
tek Loggers’ Association delega­

tion yesterday presented to the 
Legislature’s forestry committee 
proposals as an alternative to policy 
written into the Foeest Act last year.

In summary, the delegation sug­
gested:

1. All Crown timber when matui 
be sold on a competitive bid bi 
available to everybody.

2. It should be sold in blocks no1 
larger than one natural unit ft 

| logging purposes.
3. Contracts should contain log­

ging practice regulations to achieve! 
reforestation by natural means as 
far as possible.

4. Where replanting is necessaryJ 
| purchasers of mature timber should 
jbe required to pay so much per thou-! 
[sand feet to the department, toj 
be put into a fund specifically for 
replanting and not into general rev-

TOLD COMMITTEE
Clare Smith, association president,! 

told the committee it was possible to J 
count on the fingers of one hand the I 
number of operators who approved I 
of the management licence plan.

“Industry as a whole doesn’t like I 
it," he declared. Larger companies I 
may not be opposed to the principle 1 
of forest management licences, but) 
they don’t like the act.

“There’s too much ministerial con-1 
trol—which is unfortunate for the| 
minister as well as the business.”

Stressing the need for a fund for I 
replanting, he pointed out that while I 
natural reforestation was the cheap-1 
est and most satisfactory method, it g 
was not always practical.

“Due to the topography -of the I 
country in the coastal area, clear! 
cutting—taking off the entire crop! 
—is a policy you can’t get away! 
from,” he said. “Because of the| 
steepness of the ground it is not! 
possible to select certain trees. It’s 9 
too expensive and causes damage tog 
remaining timber."

Both he and W. C. Gibson, an-B 
other association spokesman, as-fi 
sured the committee all operators, F 
large and small, were alive to theft 
importance of reforestation.
BLAMES LEGISLATORS

Mr. Gibson declared blame for the! 
"cut and get out” practice of p*atg 
pears belonged to past legislators,! 
[inasmuch as they had treated foi 
[revenue as general revenue, and \

>t provided sufficient funds to t 
(Up a strong forest department

'« «e much opposed to th*| 
of Crown timber lands i 

‘’'■he said. Most of the! 
tiers in Vancouver forest | 

were not in a position to I 
6 out forest management licences, I 

would not be satisfied to work| 
someone else.

L’s contention ;
the whole coastal area i 

mI as one forest i 
, remaining in thf Crown i 

competition.
D. Orchard, * 

and chief i

"Planting must be spread over the!
responsible parties," he explained.! 
"The department can’t do it all. It’s! 
not practical because of natural! 
limitations.

You’ve got to have long-term I 
tenure to be able to leave seed blocks,| 
so that you can come back later tog 
salvage the timber in those blocks | 
after regeneration has taken place.”

iDoctor-Memberj 

Criticizes 
B.C. Hospitals

1 Hospital accommodation in Brit­
ish Columbia is in a "disgraceful! 
state,” Dr. R. R. Laird (Cln., Sim- 
ilkameen) told the Legislature yes-1 
terday. It was virtually impossible | 
to get hospital beds for those who! 
needed them, he said.

Before any hospitalization scheme! 
could be brought in, the Govern-8 
ment would have to make sure that! 
beds could be provided so people | 
could get what they paid for.

. in its plans for establishing 
medical faculty at the University ofj 
British Columbia, the Government! 
should have enough courage 
start by building a 500-bed hospltalg 
on the university campus and im­
mediately appoint a dean of fac-| 
ulty so organization could get under | 
way. The university hospital could 8 
be used to take care of indigents! 
and old age pensioners, who cao-| 
not now be accommodated at larger | 
hospitals because of the bed short-1 
age.

Centralized homes for “senior”! 
citizens, should be replaced by cot-F 
tage-type homes spread throughoutj| 
the province, Dr. Laird said, so that! 
married, couples could remain to-.g 
gether near their lifelong friends. 
PRESENTS PLAN 

Dr. Laird said he had recently! 
presented an immigration plan forij 
consideration of the Premier. Brit-1 
lsh Columbia was capable of sits-! 
talning a population of 10,000,000, | 
he contended, urging that the Gov-1 
eminent establish a plan to bring! 
the right type of settlers to the| 
province.

Turning to the Government's! 
$77,500,000 budget, Dr. Laird re-j 
marked that that was a lot of money g 
to spend, but he agreed with it.

"My personal belief is that thel 
future of this province is such that! 
we can never retrench, we must go I 
| ahead." ““

He praised the Minister of 1 
I Works for his extensive road-b 
I ing program, because the day i 
I come quickly when the road 1 
I not only be used by citizens but j 
■ transportation of military sup I in defence of the Pacific C<

Unexpected praise for the work! 
of the Department of Trade and In*| 
dustry was heard in the House ÿes-1 
terday—unexpected because it camel 
from a C.C.F. member who con-1 
fessed himself In disagreement wlthg 
earlier Opposition critics.

John Mclnnis (C.C.F., Ft. George) I 
declared the department was doing! 
a very good job and added: "I differ! 
from one of my colleagues that it isg 

[ getting too much money. I think it|
! should have more."
! (Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F. whip,!
\ said Tuesday estimates for Trade |
\ and Industry Minister L. H. Eyres’|
[ department were too high.) 
t "Right now this is one of the most g 
I important departments of govern-1 

ment,” Mr. Mclnnis stated. “It g
f has some very capable men assess- 
! ing possibilities of establishing new I 
i Industries vital to the development |
| of the province.”
J He was not happy about the sales!
I tax proposal, however; said it was!
I not the right place to get extra!
1; money and would have a bad effect.!
J But if the Government were de-1 
I termined to impose it, to reduce! 
I the burden on those in low income I 
| brackets it should cut the proposed I 
i tax from three per cent to two and I 
| share the revenue equally withg 
I municipalities, 
j ASKS TAXES CUT

| 33e called for lightening of school!
I tax burden on farmers, pointing out! 
j that it was difficult enough already | 
I tq keep men on the land and that! 
| their tax burden must be reduced | 
a to the lowest possible minimum.
| .Dealing with problems of his own 1 
9 riling, Mr. Mclnnis said the prob- B 
I Iqm of predatory animals was be- j 
j efming greater every year. Wolves I 
g now were so plentiful that recently I 

a^truck ran down and killed four! 
rifrht on the highway.

-Lands Minister E. T. Kenney: | 
“Four-legged or two?”

.“There are not many two-legged | 
wolves around there, except at elec- | 

utlbn time,” retorted Mr. Mclnnis.
He called for a survey of flood d 

I conditions at Prince George, in co-g 
1 operation with the city and Gana-| 
Idian National Railway; for i 
I road improvements to correct past| 
I neglect and make good damage by! 
I greatly increased logging traffic, | 
land to open up potential agricu­
ltural areas, and for construction of I 
Broad access to Jasper and Mount! 
| Robson Parks.

Amending Bills] 

[Reach House
Five minor bills to amend existing! 

I legislation were introduced at the§ 
I Legislature Wednesday.

An amendment to the B.C. Cor-I 
I poration Income Tax Act would! 
J provide changes to bring it into line! 
I with changes in Dominion statutes, f

Farmers’ Land Clearing Assistances 
I Act amendment would provide that! 
[where land clearing is done by thel 
I Government the owner must file a| 
I lien with the land registry office so@ 
1 that if the land is sold, the pur-F 
S chaser will know a debt is owing tog 
I the Government.

Creameries and Dairies Regulation! 
J Act amendment would tighten con-F 
H trois in pasteurization plants for the g 
J prevention of disease.

Because measures are provided ing 
J other statutes, a bill to repeal thel 
I Codling Moth Control Act was in-™ 
| troduced.

Purely administrative changes are! 
| provided in a bill to amend the § 
I Soldiers’ Land Act.

Snow Delays Tree 
Planting Program

BECAUSE of late snow, the 
British Columbia Forest 

Service will miss Its target of 
13,000,000 trees for this year's 
reforestation program on Van­
couver Island.

Dr. C. D. Orchard, deputy 
minister of forests, told the 
Legislature's forestry commit­
tee yesterday that last week­
end’s snowfall bad stopped 
work In two camps employing 
ISO men.

Planting is limited to two 
short seasons each year, one 
in Spring when enow has gone 
and froet is out of the ground, 
and the other, even shorter. In 
Autumn.
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Esquimalt Member Hits 
Spending by Government!

Criticism of the Government fori 
“overspending" was, leveled in the! 
Legislature yesterday by Cmdr.l 
Charles T. Beard (Cln., Esquimalt) 
giving a further indication that some! 
of the backbenchers are not happy g 
about the fiscal policy this year.

“There is no argument in stating,”! 
he said, “that the public is reluctant! 
to face facts and the hundreds of j 
delegations who come to the Parlia-I 
ment Buildings practically all cornea 
with a request which involves more! 
and more expenditures. I know it| 
is hard to turn down worthy causes,! 
but there is no doubt in my mindfl 
that tjje Government had better! 
master the situation before the Q 
situation masters us."

The one advantage of the sales! 
tax, he held, was that it would bring! 
home to everyone dally the pyramid-™ 
lng costs of government.

"It seems to me that we have! 
got something by the tail and we| 
cannot let it go."

It was hypocritical, the Esquimalt I 
member said, to blame labor en-1 
tlrely lor the increased cost of living.!

The Province granted licences for! 
[the conduct of business, Cmdr. Beard| 
[said, but had anyone ever heard of g 
la firm being put out of business forg 
lovercharging?
I POLITE TERM

"Overcharging," he said, "is afl 
I polite term for theft,” and cited! 
1 numerous cases to back up his con-g 
1 tention.

"It is probably futile for me tog 
I ask for legislation to curb 
| practices as we are so wedded to the g 
| antiquated slogan of 'free enterprise'! 
I before we have too many discon-H I tented people who will, quite rightly,! 
I make every effort to put this seem-| 
Singly helpless Government out of| 
| power."

Cmdr. Beard was firmly of the! 
1 opinion that Government lacks!
■ maximum efficiency because only! 
la few persons carried the whole! 
g burden. He suggested there should beg 
1 at least two more Cabinet ministers! 
land' pointed out that several “have! 
[literally gone sick or died through| 
I overwork."

He thanked the Minister of Public! 
I Works and his staff for the work! 
[done in his district in the face of! 
[material and personnel shortages,! 
[but asked that immediate attention! 
I be given to Port Renfrew wh 
I roads to the wharf had been washed g 
| away by recent rains.

Government memoers should beg 
[called to Victoria one week before| 
[the official opening of the Legls-l 
[lature in order to discuss impending | 
I legislation and the House should! 
I meet in January so that members! 
I could get back to their Jobs earlier in! 
[the Spring “when the whole prov-| 
|lnce is coming to life."

Commending the Attorney-Gen-1 
[era! for "removing" some health in-| 
| surance companies who were
■ financially stable, he asked assur-j 
gance that the minister was endeavor-g

to embark upon an 
heme of its own to give the people]

k feeling of security.

[Asserts Drink, 
lot Old Cars, 

[Major Menace
It’s not people with old cars who! 

are the greatest menace on the! 
highways but those who have "a| 
few drinks under the belt," A. J.| 
Turner (C.C.F., Vancouver East) de-| 
dared in the Legislature Wednesday, g

Discussing automobile insurance g 
rates generally and increase in g 
premiums on older cars in particular,! 
Mr. Turner said:.

“If you look at the papers you'll g 
see that it’s people in modern, high- g 
powered cars who cause the greatest g 
number of accidents.”

He quoted Chief Walter Mulligan g 
of Vancouver as authority for 
statement that worst offenders were] 
"repeaters."

"Most of our serious accidents are I 
late at night or early in the morn-| 
ing, when normal carefulness gives! 
way to recklessness," the Vancouver! 
member maintained. “The trouble is g 
people who feel reckless when they! 
get a drink or two under their belts." g

He called on the Government tog 
step into the insurance field, to cut g 
down present excessively high rates g 
and at the same time create a newg 
revenue source for itself.

"Insurance today is not an in-1 
dustry but a gamble, with the com-1 
panics as bookmakers assured! 
against any possibility of loss," he| 
declared.

mm

Dangling the Money
Sensing the unpopularity of the sales tax, 

the Provincial Government appeared this 
week to be attempting to buttress their posi­
tion with additional arguments. One Gov­
ernment spokesman said that the municipali­
ties were ' in excellent position.” and by in­
ference did not need help. Another said the 
municipalities would "like” the tax when 
they saw it. A third wrote to the muni­
cipalities dangling the money the tax is 
estimated to collect before their eyes. The 
municipalities know now where the money 
will come from, and that is from themselves.

If the Government’s own estimation is 
correct, Vancouver citizens will contribute 
approximately $4,920,000 on a yearly basis, 
of which they will receive back $1,640,000. 
The four municipalities in the Greater Vic­
toria area through their citizens will contrib­
ute $1,379,400, and receive back $459.800. 
The whole point is whose money is it that 
is being dangled in front of municipal eyes? 
It is the proceeds of fresh taxation to the tune 
of some $12,000,000 a year if the Govern­
ment’s figures are correct, and this levy is to 
be raised chiefly within municipal limits. 
Of that $12,000,000 the Province will take 
$8,000,000.

Notwithstanding this, an effort is being 
made to talk the municipalities into the deal 
by stating that if no further objection is 

1 raised and if the new sales tax is applied at 
the beginning of the new fiscal year the 
municipalities would have $2,000,000 to 
split for the six months' period before the end 
of the year. On the same basis, of course, 
the Provincial treasury would take $4,000,- 
000, and their citizens would be finding 
most of the $6.000,000 involved.

Meanwhile it has not been shown that the 
Province needs any additional revenues, over 
what provincial taxpayers are handing to 
the treasury in a succession of collections 20 
per cent more than declared budgeted need#.

Provincial Junket»
If the Province of British Columbia is so 

pushed for revenues that it must exact an 
extra $12,000,000 from the pockets of the 
people by way of a new sales tax, ministerial 
junkets to the United Kingdom certainly 
ought to be laid aside for this year.

The proposal that the Minister of Trade 
and Industry and his deputy minister be 
sent to Great Britain to “shepherd" a tour­
ing party of British Columbia industrialists, 
while all very nice in its way, seems to be 
wholly unnecessary. British Columbia in­
dustrialists, one expects, hardly need "shep­
herding. ” What they can do in the United 
Kingdom will be done anyway, and for the 
good of British Columbia.

To stage such a tout* with dress-suit facings 
in a ministerial parade, with entourage, 
hardly squares with what the Government 
have said about the need for fresh taxation. 
The $2,000 or more that would be involved 
would not be so damaging, perhaps, as the 
principle. Federal action has established 
trade delegations and representatives in the 
main countries of the world. Whatever 
the Province does in the same fashion is in 
one sense duplication.

There may be times when some special 
effort would be worth-while for special rea­
sons. In this instance there seems little need 
to send a Cabinet Minister halfway round 

: world to "shepherd" anybody.
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Racial Issue 
Sidestepped 
By Committee

Decision on the inclusion of racial! 
minorities on the provincial voters'I 
list was sidestepped by the special | 
committee on the Elections Act at I 
the Legislature yesterday.

Question of whether Mennonites 
should be given the vote was intro­
duced by Chairman Thomas King 
(Cln., Columbia).

C.CJ". Leader Harold Winch de­
clared the cotiftnittee had no right 
to discriminate against any racial 
minorities. If the Mennonites were 
given the vote, then all Canadian 
citizens should be included on the 
list, including Japanese and Douk- 
hobors.

"There are Canadians and Cana-j 
dlans,” said J. H. Cates (Cln., North j 
Vancouver). “It depends on the

Biggest V.I. Road JobTuesday in the 
Legislature

3 p.m.—-Budget debate con­
tinues.

Speakers — Public Works 
Minister E. C. Carson, E. E. 
Winch (C.CJ’., Burnaby), and 
A. J. R. Ash (Coalition, 
Saanich).

Committees—P rovincial 
Elections Act, No. 1 Commit­
tee Room, 9:30 a.m.

[To Be Done During ’48
British Columbia’s 

program for the comii 
provision for a total < 
$18,600,000, Public W 
E. C. Carson annoi 
Legislature yesterday.

Tart of it, however 
carry-over from last 
prlations, expenditure 
blocked in many in; 

[ability to procure esse 
and equipment, 

j Here in summary i 
[disposition of funds e 
[department for th
I $7,000,000 for i 

I roads, bridges and 
6000 more than last : 
Egreatest amount evi 
I maintenance, but nc 
fallow of any additi 
I cause of increased c 
| 2. $3,100,000 for 
l for 465 miles—of whi 
l resents unexpended 
Ï the present fiscal ye 
| 3. $5,000,000 for n 
8 from the Governm 
| revenue surplus ap 
s proved last session,
I program. This will 
| new highway, incl 
B between Duncan an 
S 4. $2,500,000 ipr n 
fi rled over from last 
H 000 Loan Act.
■ 6. $1,000,000 for ]

Of improvements to the highway 
to Patricia Bay referred to by Pre­
mier Byron Johnson during the 
by-election campaign, Mr. Carson 
said only this:

“In conjunction with the Federal 
Government,

| The largest single highway con­
struction project ever to be under­
taken on Vancouver Island — th< 
new 18-mile section of Island High­
way betweep Duncan and Lady­
smith — is to be pushed through 
during the coming construction sea- surveys and investi­

gations are being made."
Vancouver Island will get 41 mile* 

of highway hard-surfaced out of 
the department’s 465-mile paving 
program from the 3 per cent 
gasoline, tax taken over from the 
Dominion last year. This allows for 
paving two important sections:

Red Gap to Qualicum and Union 
Bay, 21 miles.

Parks ville to Cathedral Grove,

— ---------:—: «

New Version 
Of Mines Act 
Goes to House

This was announced by Public 
Works Minister E. C. Carson in the 
House yesterday in a detailed de­
scription of provincial works for the 
year. 1

Whether the new highway will

British Columbia's rewritten Coal 
Mines Regulation Act and Metallif-1 
erous Mines Regulation Act—pro- E 
duct of almost a year's study by B 
Government, industry and labor— 9 
reached the House Thursday. § 

Repealing the orgiinal acts and all | 
their amendments, the new meas-1 
ures will become operative on June I 
1. The two bills were introduced by | 
Mines Minister R. C. MacDonald and | 
formally put through first reading, j 
They will be debated on second I 
reading later in the session.

Both bills in draft form were dis-1 
cussed with management and laborl 
at public hearings in main centres 1 
of the Province last year, and since 9 
both sides reached agreement it is P 
not anticipated the new acts wiu| 
provoke any battles on the floor | 
of the House.

Also introduced and given first j 
reading were bills to:

Amend the adoption act, giving to 
all adopted children the same status 
for inheritance purposes as those 

- enjoyed by natural children.
Amend the Apprenticeship Act to 

delete certain wartime provisions. | 
Amend the Magistrates’ Act to 

increase from $2.50 to $3 fees pay­
able to magistrates in cases under 
the Summary Convictions Act orig­
inating in unorganized territory,

any groups forming “watertight 
compartments.”

The committee instructed that an 
amendment to the act be written to 
prevent independent candidates from 
using any portion of the names of 
political parties. This would prevent 
any candidate, for example, desig­
nating himself as an “independent 
C.C.F."

an dI construction 
equipment.

Referring to the 
maintenance vote, 

Iphasized:
[ “it will not, u 
| change materially, 
[partaient to do a: 
9 was * accomplished 
[year.
| “As a matter o 
| costs based on the 
1 days of employmer 
H year, plus the in 
| bridge materials ui 
| account, will amoi 
I Projected 124 n 
I tion and reconstru 

fined for the mt 
Li trunk highways, 
S mostly of contini 
H already started, < 
H between-those coi 
I Work planned f 
§ provincial Highi 
if pieted, will leave
■ reconstructed to
■ from Vancouver 
@ There were 251 i
■ structed when th 
H launched.
■ The Minister 
B Highway Board’
■ that constructioi
■ southern Tram
■ way until the v
■ road was compl
■ the Alberta bou
■ other PROOF 
I Other road

southern part o 
H outlined by Mr.

I He told also
■ ord fill of 400
■ be undertaken e

■ of Williams Lai
■ way, and lmpo
■ to the Northe 

Highway, chief]

take the east or west route will not 
be determined until' the Highway 

[ Board completes studies in about 
| two weeks’ time. If it follows the 
| east line, there will be little dis-j 
Bruption of traffic, it is understood. 
B Intention is that all contracts for
■ the 18-mile section will be let this 
I year.
M Nothing is planned this year for 
Eja new Island Highway outlet from 
H Victoria or a faster link with Pa- 
Stricia Bay airport, other than con-] 
| tinuation of surveys, 
jj Referring to the Duncan-Lady- 
j smith project, Mr. Carson said:

“With the completion of this! 
y project there will only remain the ! 
| section between Qualicum and! 
« Cook’s Creek and a short section I 
Eat Mill Bay to complete the Island] 
B Highway from Langford Lake to
■ Courtenay. The latter projects will
■ be undertaken in 1949."
I In the meantime, he said, sur-
■ veys were being carried out to pro-
■ vide a new entrance into Victoria. 
■Several routes were being investi- 
I gated.
I “No final decision has been made," 
■the Minister stated. “However, the 
■Highway Board hopes to be in a 
■position to make a recommendation 
|tg me within the next three or four

Province’s Sales Tax Bill 
Goes to House This Week

FINANCE Minister Herbert Anscomb will intro­
duce the Government’s new three per cent sales 
tax bill in the Legislature before the end of this 

week, it was learned yesterday.
The bill, likely to provoke the most bitter battle 

on the floor of the House this session, will not be 
brought in until the current budget debate is concluded. 
Lands and Forests Minister E. T. Kenney is expected 
to close the debate tonight or tomorrow afternoon.

Written into the sales tax bill will be a schedule of 
goods to be exempted from the tax. Mr. Anscomb indi­
cated in his budget speech that foods for “family con­
sumption” will not be taxed.

It is understood, however, that there have been 
strong attempts in Coalition caucus meetings to have 
other essential articles freed from the impost

\ Animal Diseases 
\Act Streamlined

Streamlining of measures for, the 
prevention of contagious diseases 
was provided by a bill introduced in 
the Legislature yesterday by Agricul­
ture Minister Frank Putnam.

Entitled “An Act to Prevent the 
Spread of Contagious Diseases 
Among Animals," the bill repeals 

[previous legislation covering the 
same field.

| Some diseases Included in previous 
[acts, but actually falling under Fed- 
[eral jurisdiction, have been removed.

Johnson to Hear 
Budget Protests

P
ROTESTS against various 
sections of the Provincial 

Government budget will be 
aired at 1:30 p.m. this after­
noon during a meeting be­
tween Premier Byron Johnson 
and 40 delegates from id 

branches of the Vancouver Is­
land Ratepayers’ Association. 
The association executive was

Today in the 
Legislature

Budget debate resumes at 
3:30 pjn.

Speakers—T. A. Love (Coali­
tion, Grand Porks - Green­
wood). Arthur Ash (Coalition. 
Saanich) and K. E. Winch

■Bi
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ighway Maintenance Central Item 
f Province Public Works Progran

Touching on improvement of theI British Columbia's public works! 
program for the coming year makes! 
provision for a total expenditure of! 
ttl8.600.000, Public Works Minister! 
E. C. Carson announced in the! 
Legislature yesterday.

"Part of it, however, represents a| 
carry-over from last year’s appro-1 
priations, expenditure of which was! 
blocked in many instances by in-l 
ability to procure essential materials I 
and equipment.

Here in summary is the proposed I 
disposition of funds available to the! 
department for the fiscal year B
1948-49:

I 1. $7,000,000 for maintenance of I 
I roads, bridges and ferries—$1,000,-1 
1000 more than last year’s vote and| 
3greatest amount ever allotted fori 
I maintenance, but not calculated toi 
j allow of any additional work, be-1 
3 cause of increased costs.
3 2. $3,100,000 for paving—enough] 
j for 465 miles—of which $600,000 rep-1 
I resents unexpended balance from] 
| the present fiscal year, 
j 3. $5,000,000 for new construction 
jfrom the Government’s $15,000,000 
I revenue surplus appropriation ap­
proved last session, for a three-year 
I program. This will do 124 miles of 
(new highway, including 18 miles 
I between Duncan and Ladysmith.
I 4. $2,500,000 (pr new, bridges, car- 
Irled over from last session’s $5,000,-1 
j 000 Loan Act.
I 5. $1,000,000 for purchase of new]

Kingsway outlet from Vancouver on! 
: the past year’s program, he said] 
it had been impossible to proceed, 
due to delay in acquiring property, 
moving buildings and replacing 
water mains.

However, the Minister announced, 
preliminary matters were nearing 
completion and tenders would be 

j called within ten days for the first 
| unit of this improvement, 
j Plans for the project provide fori 
|four traffic lanes and two parking 
lanes, giving a 64-foot over-all width 
from curb to curb.

Detailing the 465-mile paving pro­
gram from three per cent gasoline j 
tax revenue,

Peace River Member Alarmed 
By Rising Liquor Bill of B.C.

Alarm at British Columbia’s 
mounting liquor bill, expected to 
run to $57 a head this year for every 
jman, woman and child in the Prov­
ince, was voiced in the Legislature 
yesterday by J. H. Corsbie (C.CJ)., 
Peace River).

“We must adopt a program that 
will not encourage drinking but cut 
it down, with elimination altogether 
as our ultimate goal/’ he declared.

"When one hears people grumb­
ling about the price they have to 
pay for milk, one wonders where 
they get that much money for 
liquor.”

1 Noting that liquor profits ac­
counted for 17% per cent of British 
| Columbia’s total estimated revenue 
| for the coming year, Mr. Corsbie 
Sdrew attention to a $1,009,000 in- 
| crease last year in costs of adminis- 
3 tration of departments that had to 
Ideal with the liquor problem, in 
9 courts, jails, asylums and hospitals. 
3 “It should give everyone a great 
I deal of thought. It is a problem that 
lone day we will have to face,” he 
1 warned.
I OTHER ACTIVITIES
I “We should step up our education 
S program. I don’t think the Minister 
] of Education is going far enough. 
I He should have more money for it. 
■ “We should encourage sports and 
I drama to 'give the younger people 
s something to do and get them away 
! from the use of liquor.”
| Joining in the Opposition attack 
| on the budget sales tax proposals,

Mr. Corsbie warned that it would j 
add to cost of living that was al- 1 
ready “getting to a very serious I 
stage.” People all over the Province J 
were opposed to it, and retailers ] 
regarded it as a nuisance and some- I 
thing that was going to hurt bust- 1

“Even the Dunbar Liberals are 
opposed to it. One wonders who is 
really supporting it,” Mr. Corsbie 
said.
"SPENDING SPREE"

He charged disregard for economy 
in compilation of the budget and 
that the Government had gone on a 
spending spree to justify imposition I 
of a new tax. There would be no 
need for it if the Government took 
a bigger return from the huge 
profits that were being made from 
the Province's resources.

The Peace River member also 
called on the Government to bring 
in'a definite immigration policy to 
relieve overcrowding in Europe and 
fill up the big areas in the Province 
capable of producing food for a 
world in want.

Covering a wide field of subjects, 
Mr. Corsbie urged supervision over 
co-operative associations similar to 
that over credit unions; pressure on 
Ottawa for Dominion marketing 
legislation and movement of more 
grain westward through Pacific 
Coast ports; continued agitation fori 
equalization of freight rates, parti J 
cularly in view of this week’s 21 pejf 
cent over-all increase,, and collab#»

Carson said 252 
miles would be modern hot plant 
mix paving, practically all of it on| 

! work constructed during the pastj 
two or three years. Surface treat- !

maintenance ;construction 
I equipment.

Referring to the record $7,000,0001 
maintenance vote, Mr. Carson em-| 
phasized:

“It will not, unless conditions I 
change materially, enable the de-| 
partaient to do as much work as] 
was'accomplished during the past] 
year.

| “As a matter of fact, increased! 
|costs based on the number of man! 
I days of employment during the pastj 
] year, plus the increased costs of] 
J bridge materials under maintenance] 
| account, will amount to $1,000,000.”
8 projected 124 miles of construe-1 
jtion and reconstruction will be con-1 
I fined for the most part to main 
3 trunk highways, and will consist 
I mostly of continuation of projects 
I already started, or filling in gaps 
I between* those completed.
1 Work planned for Southern Tran-j 

when com-]

ration between the departments of 
1 agriculture and the attorney-gen­
eral in control of predatory animals/

Provincial Highway, 
jpleted, will leave only 65 miles to bel 
reconstructed to complete the road*! 
from Vancouver to Grand Forks. I 
There were 251 miles to be recon- ] 
structed when the 1945 program was] 
launched.

The Minister said it was the] 
Highway Board’s recommendation] 
that construction be continued on 
Southern Trans-Provincial High-1 

I way until the whole length of the] 
j road was completed and paved t$j 
the Alberta boundary.
OTHER PROGRAMS 

| Other road programs for the 
| southern part of the Interior were 
I outlined by Mr. Carson id detail.
I He told also of a provincial rec- 
Jord fill of 400,000 cubic yards txaj 
I be undertaken at Deep Creek, north: 
I of Williams Lake, on Cariboo High-; 
■ way, and important improvements' 
I to the Northern Trans-Provincial

! eating plants and by orders being 
j diverted to other areas because of 
disturbances here.

Despit difficulties, however, the 
214-mile program of road construc­
tion and reconstruction laid dovtot 
last year* was stretched to 294 mile*.

iway, chiefly in the vicinity o
department'» major
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Grumbles in Esquimalt 
Greet Sales Tax Share

Esquimalt Council members 
grumbled over their estimated 
share of the 3 per cent sales tax 
last night and voted to back the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities in ef­
forts to get a "proper solution" to 
the tax question.

Reeve A. I. Thomas said that if 
the tax is begun soon this year and 
is collected for six months, revenue 
to municipalities is estimated at 
$2,000,000. On the basis of the mu- 

population, he

No Aid to B.CSs Cities 
For Keeping Up Roads

E Cities, small or large, will not 
I receive any additional monetary 
| assistance from the Province this 
| year towards improvement and 
B maintenance of arterial highways.
H The Goldenberg Commission of 
11946 recommended that the Provin- 
Icisi Government should participate 
jiin highway works in cities not ex- 
Hceeding 15,000 population, and make 
^special grants to cities above that 
Sj figure for traffic arteries.
I Last session Public Works Min­
ais ter E. C. Carson informed the 
1 Legislature his department intended 
I to have recommendations to im- 
8 plement the commission’s findings 
3 ready for consideration by the 
I Government during the present 
■ session.
| He told the House yesterday, how­

ever:
"Unfortunately, due to the tre­

mendous amount of work presently 
being undertaken by the department 
and a shortage of staff competent 
to undertake a complete study in a 
matter of this importance, the 
highway board has not yet been 
able to place a recommendation be­
fore the Government.

“Not only should this study be 
continued with respect tp the 
recommendations of the commis­
sioner, but also, in my opinion, the 
whole matter of classified highways 
presently operative in municipalities 
should be reviewed in the light of 
present conditions.

"It is my contention that our mod­
em program of highway construc­
tion is designed and carried out to 
move motorized traffic expeditiously 
to destinations.

"In certain areas ribbon and busi­
ness development is detracting from 
the usefulness and original purpose 
of our present highway design. In 
other words, our modern highways 
in certain sections are merely an­
other street, with hindrances to the 
free flow of motor traffic.”

Details E 
As Pearsi

Public Works Program
To those who are mesmerized by millions, 

a Provincial Department of Public Works 
program running to $ 18,600.000 in the 
coming fiscal year will, no doubt, be en­
couraging. There are. however, some strange 
omissions in the program. The promised 
start this year on a new outlet to the Island 
Highway from Victoria is to be deferred, as 
is construction to put through the fast-traffic 
highway to Patricia Bay airport. In spite 
of the Goldenberg recommendations, not one 
extra dollar appears in the votes for arterial 
roads within municipal boundaries.

There is no doubt that the money will be 
spent, and that 124 miles of construction and 
465 miles of paving, some new bridges and 
other improvements, will all have their effect 
on the communications system of the prov­
ince.

The main distribution of the outlay is 
stated as follows: The sum of $7,000,000 
is earmarked for the maintenance of roads, 
bridges and ferries, being the ordinary form 
of repairs that the Public Works Department 
would in any year have to carry out. only 
this year it is costing more than ever. New 
construction of 124 miles, including 18 miles 
on Vancouver Island, will cost $5,000,000. 
Paving and hard-surfacing on 465 miles will 
account for $3.000.000. There remain $2,- 
500,000 for new bridges, including several 
small ones on Vancouver Island: and $1,- 
000,000 for the purchase of new road main­
tenance and construction equipment and ma­
chinery. A portion of the total sum remains 
as a balance unexpended from the authoriza­
tion of last year.

On Vancouver Island, Hon. E. C. Carson, 
Minister of Public Works, told the House 
that it was proposed to complete an 18-mile 
section of the Island Highway between Dun­
can and Ladysmith; to continue "surveys” 
on the Victoria outlet of the Island Highway 
and on the Patricia Bay trunk road; to com­
plete in all 41 miles of hard-surfacing on the 
Island, including Parksville-Cathedral Grove, 
and Red Gap to Qualicum and Union Bay 
sections. Bridge replacement is intended at 
Niagara Creek ; at Tugwell, Muir and Sand­
stone Creeks on the West Coast, and at River 
Bend in the Albernis. There should be the 
earliest possible start with Island Highway 
projects.

niclpality's 
said Esquimalt would get J>8 per 
cent of the total, or about $11,000.

•‘It Isn't much," commented Coun­
cillor G. R. Guillemaud.

"What is the Government's two- 
thirds share of the revenue going 
for?" asked Councillor Alex Spiers.

"Your guess Is as good as mine,” 
"The revenue

Measures fo 
of hospital insu 
moved ahead he

Though it was a 
Legislature and Pro’ 
ment staffs, Provh 
George S. Pearson 
the day in conferei 
of the Hospitals 1 
Medical Association 

No official ann< 
made after the mei 
understood Mr. Pea 
completed a draft 
promised in nami 
Throne Speech and 
Byron Johnson in 1 

Probability is thi 
sation bill will not 
of the House un 
session. It will h 
a thorough going-i 
caucus before it is 
entatlon to the L 

Details of the p! 
worked out are t

said Reeve Thomas, 
should all be to take care of edu­
cation and hospitalization costs.”

A letter from the U.B.C.M. ex­
plaining details of the proposed 
tax was received and filed but 
Reeve Thomas moved that thei

Speaker Rules
Budget Debate 
Constitutional

Mr. Speaker R. H. Carson, In a 
written decision handed down in 
the House yesterday, ruled against 
the Opposition's earlier attempt to 
halt the budget debate on ths 
ground that.lt was unconstitutional.

On a point of order a week ago. 
Herbert Oargrave (C.C.P., Macken­
zie) submitted the debate was In 
contravention of the Constitution 
Act because the act provided for 
ten Cabinet ministers to receive 
salaries,' and printed estimates be­
fore the House provided salaries 
for 11,

Mr. Speaker ruled that estimates 
submitted by Finance Minister Her­
bert Anscomb were for considera­
tion by the House In committee of 
supply; that It was fully competent 
to amend them by way of reduc­
tion, and tha$ the debate, therefore, 
was constitutional and In order.

Opposition Leader Harold Winch
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municipalities gall 
others showed su

Reeve A. B. Ca 
sion said taxes 
basis brought hi* 
annually, wherea 
would bring only 
Electric, he expl 
the old system of 
per cent of tt 
budget.

M. D. Hamiltor 
B.C. Telephone 
the tax would 
another 30 per < 
edged that then 
in resulting pa 
nitipalittes which 
straightened out.
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Views Vary 
On Road Plan
Improvements to the Island 

by WorksHighway, announced 
Minister E. C. Carson in the Legis­
lature yesterday, will have a 
"decided effect not only on the 
tourist industry of the Island, but 
on island transportation generally," 
George I. Warren, commissioner of 
the Victoria and Island Publicity 
Bureau, said last night.

Aid. Dr. J. D. Hunter, chairman 
of the City Council public works 
committee, expressed disappoint­
ment that the Government did not 
see its way clear to provide finan­
cial assistance this year to the 
municipalities towards improve­
ment and maintenance of arterial

the ruling, on the ground

and the Oov-
oent had no power to bring in 
nates contravening a statute of 
^Legislature.
ne House sustained the chair, 
Mr. Winch did not force a divl-
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Plans Move Ahead 
For B.C. System 
01 Hospitalization

Details Draw Nearer Completion
As Pearson Confers With Experts

Measures for establishment of a Province-wide plan I 
of hospital insurance on a contributory basis this year] 
moved ahead here yesterday.

Though it was a holiday for the 
Legislature and Provincial Govem- 

i ment staffs, Provincial Secretary 
| George S. Pearson spent much of 

the day in conference with heads 
I of the Hospitals Association and 
[ Medical Association.

No official announcement was 
I made after the meetings, but it is 

understood Mr. Pearson has almost 
completed a draft of the scheme 
promised in name only by the 
Throne Speech and later by Premier 

] Byron Johnson in his policy speech.
Probability is that the hospltali- 

[ zation bill will not reach the floor 
| of the House until late in the 
I session. It will have to be given 

, thorough going-over in Coalition 
I caucus before it is ready for pres- 
] entation to the Legislature.

Details of the plan that is being 
( worked out are being kept secret

in the meantime, but from reliable § 
sources it is understood the scheme | 
is being formulated to:

1. Bring hospitalization “within I 
the reach" of all residents of the! 
Province, as promised by Premier § 
Johnson.

2. Provide advantages similar toi 
those enjoyed by workers now con-1 
tributing to the Blue Cross groupj 
system.

3. Avoid interference with bona I 
fide hospitalization organizations j 
providing coverage at reasonable |

Full-scale health insurance, which j 
Would cover medical as well as hos­
pitalization costs, will not be intro-1 
duced this year.

Pending completion of the scheme I 
now being crystallized, Governments 
officials remain silent as to how§ 
collections will be handled.

THURSDAY. APRIL 1, 1948

\Overhaul of Legislation 
\On Utility Tax Indicatedl

Overhaul of legislation passed 
| last year imposing a 3 per cent 

tax on the gross revenue of utility 
companies in lieu of fixed taxes on 
pole lines and ordinary taxes on 
buildings and other improvements 

| was indicated yesterday.
Appearing before the municipal 

1 committee of the House, R. R. F.
Sewell, secretary of the Union of 

! British Columbia Municipalities, 
i pointed out there were gross in- 
! equalities in the present law. Some 
! municipalities gained, he said, but 

others showed substantial losses.
Reeve A. B. Catherwood of Mis- 

; sion said taxes on the previous 
basis brought his district $118,000 
annually, whereas the new tax 
would bring only $1,100. The B.C, 
Electric, he explained had, under 
the old system of taxation, paid 76 
per cent of the entire district 
budget.

M. D. Hamilton, president of the 
B.C. Telephone Co., claimed that 
the tax would cost his company 
another 30 per cent, but acknowl 
edged that there were inequalities 
in resulting payments to mu­
nicipalities which would have to be 
straightened out

W. C. Mainwaring, B.C. Kli

vice-president, said under the 3 per g 
cent tax his company’s total tax oh I 
the 3 per cent basis would have I 
been $187,000, or $107,000 less than I 
under previous legislation. The! 
company had agreed, however, that! 
no municipàlity would be paid less! 
than it had received previously, I 
pending revisions in the legislation. I 
This would cost the company I 
$351,000, or $57,000 more than under g 
previous laws.

No one appeared to explain the I 
position of Victoria, which has con-| 
tended that the tax penalized Vic-f 
toria in favor of the surrounding | 
municipalities. Victoria, it is stated,! 
must receive revenue on the samel 
basis as the surrounding areas, but! 
must grant exemptions on buildings,! 
nearly all of which are within the| 
city.

A special subcommittee, includ-1 
ing A. C. Hope (Cln., Delta), C. W. I 
Morrow (Cln., North Okanagan) g 
and C.CF. Whip Herbert Gar- 
grave, was appointed to prepare ! 
amendments to the legislation. Theyg 
will meet with representatives of I 
the utility* companies and the| 
Union of British Columbia Mu­
nicipalities.

Saanich Member Urges 
Shared Irrigation Plan

Development of an irrigation 
| scheme for Saanich with the costs 

being shared equally by the Federal 
I and Provincial Governments and 

landowners was called for in the 
Legislature yesterday by Arthur J.

I R. Ash (Cln., Saanich).
Making his maiden speech to the 

house, Mr. Ash drew tatention to 
the fact that the voting population 

i of his constituency had increased 
I by 30 per cent since 1945., For years,
I however, farmers and residents had 
! suffered because of the lack of 

water.
“With the steady growth of 

population in Saanich and its near­
ness to the City of Victoria, it seems 
to me the conditions existing in 
Saanich are beyond all compre­
hension. Year in and year out the 
people have had to suffer for the 
want of this very necessary utility.

: Now the time has come when our 
j people expect, and should receive, 

a promise from the Government 
of what it intends to do about it.” 
STUDY POSSIBILITIES

He suggested a committee should 
be set up to examine the most feas- 

[ ible plan for an irrigation project! 
! for the Saanich peninsula. Any! 

such plan would be expensive, Mr. 
Ash acknowledged, but it would pay 
for itself in vastly increased agri- 

I cultural productivity.
It was time the Government 

1 realized the potentialities of the 
peninsula, he contended. Agricul- 

I ture could only be expanded if 
water was provided, he said, “and I 
submit this Government can and 
must do something for this im- 

[ portant area.”
Mr. Ash said he would support a 

J provincial health insurance scheme 
It but hoped the Government would 

I not be rushed into an "immature 
j scheme.” Primarily, he said, it was 

, Federal responsibility, and unless 
I the Federal Government took action 
| it would be showing a “shocking

disregard for public opinion and g 
national welfare.”

Any health scheme, he warned,1 
must be based on obtaining the co-1 
operation of medical men, nurses,! 
dentists, hospital administrators! 
and druggists, and numerous oti 
perStffiftëî Without whose co-opera-1 
tion no scheme could properly | 
function.

Mr. Ash wanted greater attention 1 
paid to attracting tourists from! 
Eastern Canada, contending that I 
there were thousands in the habit I 
of going to Florida because they! 
were not aware of the mild climate | 
of Vancouver Island. Further de-| 
velopment of the Marine Drive, a g 
major tourist attraction, should bej 
undertaken.

British Columbia should do some­
thing on its own regarding immigra­
tion. More people in British Colum-1 
bia would bring an extension of! 
industry under the pfesent system | 
of free enterprise, he said.

Today in the 
Legislature

2:30 p.m.: Budget debate 
concludes.

Lands and Forests Minister 
E. T. Kenney will be the only 
speaker before the motion 
for committee of supply is 
put to the House.

Committees — Standing Or­
ders and Private Bills, 10 a.m., 
Maple Room.

-4-
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Another Tax Grab?
If Premier Johnson was interpreted rightly 

in his statement concerning the federal amuse­
ment tax yesterday, the Provincial Govern­
ment plan to take over this impost also if the 
Dominion lets it go. That is what was done 
with the wartime gasoline tax which Ottawa 
controlled. The war ended, the Dominion 
abolished the tax it had evoked, and the 
Province sequestered it. So a wartime levy 
became a peacetime one in British Columbia. 
If that is about to happen all over again 
with the amusement tax when will the war 
really end for the taxpayer? When will 
emergency imposts be repealed and their drain 
on the public be worked out? The British 
Columbia Legislature will be watched by the 
public now to see wh«t action is taken with 
this suggested amusement ox grab. The 
Province already collects a 5 per cent levy in 
that field.
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Premier Byron Johnson, 57-year-old native son of Vic­
toria, smilingly this afternoon began his arduous duties 
as government leader for the session of the British 
Cqlumbia Legislative Assembly, which is expected to con­
tinue for the next eight weeks. The session which opened 

"ay is the first since Mr. Johnson became Premier 
10 weeks ago.
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Mr. Speaker Robert Henry Carson, elder brother of Works Minister [ 
E. C. Carson, this afternoon was elected Speaker of the British Co- j 
lumbia Legislative Assembly. The member for Kamloops, who will [ 
preside over the 48-member Legislature, succeeds Mr. Justice Nor- j 

W. Whittaker, K.C., who last fall was appointed to the B.C. j 
Supreme Court bench after serving for 10 years ap Speaker of the j 

Legislature.

Fifty youthful ratings of the Royal Canadian Navy from H.M.C.S. Naden, commanded 
by Lt -Cmdr (G.) Ted Shaw, R.C.N., formed one of the two guards of honor for Lieu- 

lor charies A. Banks for opening of the B.C. Les,=,”,’,~‘ nftomnnn
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biology/ mining and other im­
portant fields of research.

Establishment of a new biolog­
ical laboratory to develop oui* 
fishing industry, I am sure will 
commend itself to you.

Amendments to existing legis­
lation governing the mining in­
dustry, will be submitted.

The development of hydro­
electric power for the interior of 
the province as well as on Van­
couver'

Throne Speech Points To 
Busy Session Of House Government House

Costs B.C. $36,399
Text of the Speech from the 

Throne read by Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor Banks at the opening of 
the B.C. Legislature this after­
noon follows:

In welcoming you to the third 
session of the 21st Parliament of 
British Columbia, I do so with 
the sincere hope that the busi­
ness of my government will con­
tinue to prosper under the new 
leadership brought about since 
last you met.

Retirement of Mr. John Hart 
Horn the position of Prime Min­
ister, I am sure, is regretted by 
all. His unselfish devotion to 
the public service during a period 
of 22 years is unequalled in the 
history of British Columbia. The 
continued confidence of the 
people which he has enjoyed is 
in itself a tribute to his Integrity 
and an indication of the high es 
teem in which he is held. .1 feel 
sure that I express the senti­
ments of my people in wishing 
him every enjoyment of those 
years of leisure to which he is 
justly entitled. His successor, un­
doubtedly is inspired by the same 

and I wish

Cost to the provincial govern­
ment of maintaining Government 
House during the 12 months 
ended last March 31 was $36,399.

The light bill was $2,144 while 
the water bill, paid to the city, 
was $691. Fuel cost $2,922. Re­
pairs cost $5,629, while expenses, 
including furniture and supplies 
cost $5,517. Maintaining the gar­
dens, including salaries, was 
$17,485.

The telephone bill was $721.

is progressing)Island 
favorably.

The public accounts will bel 
presented and estimates for the 
ensuing year will be submitted I 

many

I am confident that the passage 
of another 50 years will witness 
development far surpassing any­
thing experienced in the history 
of the province.

It .is' with gratification that I 
note the representations made 
to the Dominion Government re­
cently in connection with the 
establishment of an even greater 

of social security than

Legislation affecting 
branches of public service of a! 
character designed to improve 
existing acts will be placed be 
fore you.

I pray that the blessing of 
Divine Providence may rest upon 
your labors.measure _ 

my people now enjoy. The en­
couraging reception accorded the 
plea of my government I am 
sure has been most welcome to 
my people.

The serious condition of the 
hospital situation is engaging the 
attention of my government, 3

Liquor Sales In B.C. Climb 
To Unprecedented $47,961,515

----------------% and
proposals are Taeing studied with I 
a view to finding a solution to I 

this problem.
Careful study has been given 1 

to a number of provincial-muni­
cipal problems as well as the 
rising cost of social security and 
other important public services. 
My government is aware of the 
situation created thereby and I 
propose to place before you , 
measures designed to alleviate | 

this situation.
It is the intention of my gov­

ernment to submit for your ap­
proval legislation revising and 
amending our labor laws, thereby 
bringing into effect further Im- 

in employer-em- 
which is so

unselfish motives,

During the past year, Her 
Royal Highness, the Princess 
Elizabeth was united in marriage 
with His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Edinburgh. This event 
was received with heartfelt joy. 
My government, on behalf of the 
people, extended warm felicita­
tions to the happy couple, accom­
panied by an appropriate gift as ' 
a token of our affection and an 
expression of our good wishes.

Since last you met, we have 
lost two members of the Legis­
lature, one through elevation in 
the public service and the other 
by death.

The appointment of Hon. N. W. 
Whittaker, K.C., former Speaker 
of the Legislature, to the Su­
preme Court of British Columbia, 
is indeed a fitting tribute to him 
as a jurist. His impartiality in 
rtiling on many important ques­
tions coming before this As­
sembly won for him the admira­
tion of all.

The passing of Mr. Louis Le-

provements 
ployee relations 
desirable.

Further benefits will be ex-1 
tended through increases in cer-l 
tain allowances granted those! 
coming within the scope of the I 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. I 

Important amendments to the 
Forest Act will be submitted 
thereby improving the economy 
of this important industry and 
widening the scope of the sus­
tained yield program.

Ample provision will be made
________________  for the further improvement of

jBourdals hasTemoved from our our main highways and the com­
pletion of major public works I 
projects already undertaken. I 

Amending legislation govern-1 
ing agricultural matters will be 
submitted with a view to improv-l 
Ing this important basic industry.

You w}ll be asked to give ap­
proval to legislation, the main 
purpose of which wül be to in-

2 Victoria Liquor Stores Did 
$3,908,891 Business In Year

Victoria's two liquor stores did 
a total business of $3,908,891 dur­
ing the 12 months ended last 
March 31,

The Esquimau liquor store 
sold $891,239 worth of liquor and 
beer.

In Victoria the Johnson Street 
store did $2,013,374 worth of busi­
ness-more than any other store 
in this area. The Humbolt Street 
store sold stock worth $1,893,516.

The store at 230 e Hastings 
Street East in Vancouver did the 
largest liquor business in the 
province of any store selling di­
rectly to the public. Its total 
sales were $4,571,117. British Co­
lumbians also bought $407,045 
worth of liquor by mail.

Sales of other stores on Van­

couver Island lor the period were 
as follows: Port Alberni $731,- 
612, Zeballos $61,030, Courtenay 
$349,415, Cumberland $155,545, 
Campbell River $250,080, Parks- 
ville $76,140, Qualicum $85,927, 
Duncan $539,211, Ladysmith 
$331,560, Nanaimo $893,125, Sid­
ney $181,148.

Four hundred and fifty per­
sons in Victoria were charged 
under the Liquor Act and of 
these 10 received suspended sen­
tence, one was dismissed, 169 
were sent to jail, 11 were fined, 
and 159 forfeited bail. Fines to­
taled $6,400 and ball estreated 
$4,125.

Net profit realized in the sale 
of liquor in Victoria and Esqui­
mau stores totaled $1,452,677.

In high esteem by his colleagues. 
We extend to his family our 
deepest sympathy in their be­
reavement.

It was my pleasure recently to

W. T. Straith,
ceeds Dr. G. M. Weir as Minister troduce a new method of admia-l 
of Education. I am confident slon to our mental hospitals and 
that Mr. Straith will discharge to provide a clinic for treatment

committed to a mental institu­
tion. Other legislation dealing 
with welfare matters will be 
placed before you.

You wtil be advised of the steps 
taken to provide new technical 
personnel and facilities for the 
B.C. Scientific and Industrial Re­
search Council in order to deal

i elected to the Legisla- 
I take this opportunity
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[ospital Aid Indicated 
tn Speech From Throne

Blue-jacketed members of the Royal Canadian Navy and 
scarlet-coated members of The Canadian Scottish Regiment, 
presented arms, army and navy bands played the National^ 
Anthem and cannon boomed a 16-gun salute. In bright sun­
shine before the massive grey pile of the Parliament Build­
ings here the ceremonial opening of the third session of 
British Columbia's 21st Legislative Assembly began at 3 
this afternoon.

New Speaker Takes Office

The Speech from the Throne 
indicated vital legislation on a 
wide variety of subjects would be 
considered at this session. A 
greater measure of social security 
than now enjoyed was forecast.

It hinted that relief may be 
forthcoming for British Colum­
bia’s hospitals which have been 
faced with skyrocketing costs 
since the end of the war.

Further benefits under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act 
were forecast.

“The government is also 
planning to introduce a new 
method of admission to mental 
hospitals and to provide a clime 
for treatment of patients who 
may be saved from the stigma 
of being committed to a mental 
institution,” the Throne Speech 
said.

1

To Help Fish Industry
Plans for a new biological 

I laboratory to develop B.C.’s fish- 
ling industry, and overhauling of 
I the Industrial Conciliation and 
I Arbitration Act, 1947, and the 
I legislation governing the mining 

■ industry were also promised.
1 “Ample provision will be made 

for the further improvement of 
I our main highways and the com- 
I pletion of majpr public works 
I projects already undertaken,” 
| said the Speech.

Hon. Charles A. Banks in the 
civil uniform of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, arrived before the 
Legislative Assembly buildings 
promptly at 3 with his three aide 
de camps, representing the three 
armed services of the nation, and 
his private secretary.

After stepping from his car, 
I officers in charge of the two 
I guards, 50 members of the 1st 
I Battalion, The Canadian Scottish 
I Regiment, and 50 new ratings 
I from H.M.C.S. Naden, gave the 
I order: “Royal salute, present 
| arms.” •

With the completion of the pre- 
I sent arms, three bands, a pipe 
I band of the Scottish, and army 
land navy brass bands, struck up 
I the National Anthem. As the 
I strains of the sixth. bar died 
[away the cannon boomed out the 
[salute, fired in blank across the 
| Inner Harbor by members of the 
15th 3. C. Coast Brigade, which 
I had drawn up four 25-pounders 

» Street.

The Lieutenant • Governor's 
aides, Cmdr. Hew Paterson, 
Lieut.-Col. Brooke Stephenson, 
and Wing-Cmdr D. D. Campbell, 
preceded him zpd His Honor was 
followed by his private secretary, 
Capt. J. G. Cromack. The party 
proceeded to the executive cham­
ber.

In the Legislative Chamber, 
where several hundred guests 
had assembled prior to the cere­
mony before the Parliament 
Buildings, the word of the arri­
val of the Lieutenant-Governor 
was finally heard as the deputy 
sergeant-at-arms called out in a 
loud voice: “Make way for His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,”

The procession of His -Honor 
proceeded through the great 
brass gates, across the foyer and 
into the House, all guests and 
members rising. The Lieutenant- 
Governor proceeded to the 
Speaker’s dlas and commanded 
the members and guests to be 
seated.

Provincial Secretary George S. 
Pearson then said:

“Members of the Legislative 
Assembly: I am commanded by 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor to announce that His Honor 
does not see fit to declare the 
cause of his summoning you at 
this time, and will not do so until 
you have chosen a Speaker to 
preside over your honorable 
body. His Honor hopes to be 
enabled to declare, during the 
afternoon, his reasons for calling 
you together.”

His Honor then retired, accom­
panied by His aides.

Premier Johnson then rose, 
making the motion “that Robert 
Henry Carson, Esquire, member 
for Kamloops electoral district, 
do take the Speaker’s chair, and 
preside over the meetings of this 
assembly.”

The motion was put to the 
House by R. S. S. Yates. Mr. 
Carson was led to the speaker’s 
throne by the premier.

Shortly afterward the Lieuten­
ant-Governor returned and for­
mally opened the session by 
reading the Speech from the 
Throne.

The session opened, His Honor 
left the House, preceded by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms with( the mace 
under his arm and followed by 
his escort and personal retinue.

Prayers then were read and 
the first’ piece of legislation in­
troduced by Attorney-General 
Gordon S. Wismer and put 
through first reading. The mo­
tion giving the debate on the 
Speech from the "Throne “pre­
cedence over all other business, 
except introduction of bills, until 
disposed of” was made by Fin­
ance Minister Herbert Anscomb 
and seconded by Lands and For­
ests Minister E. T. Kenney.

Mr. Pearson and Education 
Minister W. T. Straith made the 
motion calling for the votes and 
proceedings of the House to be 
published.

Mr. Johnson and Works Min­
ister E. C. Carson moved that 
eight select standing committees 
of the House be appointed and 
that the committee to select the 
committees be composed of: J. L. 
Webster, Coalition, Rossland- 
Trail, chairman; Dr. J. J. Gillis, 
Coalition, Yale; W, A. C. Ben­

nett, Coalition, South Okanagan;
H. J. Welch, Coalition, Comox, 
and Opposition Leader Harold E, 
Winch.

Reports of the various de­
partments of government then 
were presented and then the 
House, in a standing silent vote, 
expressed approval to the mo­
tion, put by Mr. Johnson and 
seconded by Mr. Winch:

"That this House express its 
sincere regret at the death of 
Louis LeBourdais, for many 
years a member of this Assembly 
for the electoral district of Cari­
boo, and that the clerk do convey 
to Mrs. LeBourdais and her 
family the condolences and sin­
cere sympathy of the Legislative 
Assembly.”

Mr. Johnson then adjourned 
the House until 3 Wednesday 
afternoon, when Mrs. Nancy 
Hodges, Victoria Coalition mem­
ber, will move the address in 
reply to the Speech from the 
Throne, and Air Vice Marshal L.
F. Stevenson, Coalition member 
for Vancouver-Point Grey, will 
second the motion.

The debate on the Speech from 
the Throne is expected to take 
about 10 days or two weeks. On 
Thursday Opposition Leader 
Harold E. Winch will open his 
attack on the government, by 
leading off the opposition mem­
bers in the debate. '

In charge of the guards ot 
honor for the opening ceremony 
were Lt.-Cmdr. (G) Ted Shaw, 
R.C.N., with Lieut. W. A. Man- 
field, his second in command, 
and Maj. H. S. C. Archbald, with 
Capt. C. Milton as second in 
command. The naval band was 
directed by Lt.-Cmdr. (SB) H. G. 
Cuthbert.

Carrying the Scottish’s regf* 
mental colors was S. E. Park.
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I Spring Styles Predoiiinate At House Opening
High lashion In all Us varia­

tions ol style and color vied with 
traditional pomp and ceremony 
at the opening of the 21st Legis­
lative of British Columbia in the 
Parliament Buildings, this after­
noon at 3 o’clock.

Because of a recent Injury,
■ j Mrs. Charles A. Banks was un- —— 
Si able to attend so Mrs. Byron Hg 
El Johnson, wife of the new Pre- 
pi mier, making her initial appear- 

ance as first lady In parllamen- 
d tary circles, led the procession of 
Hi wives and daughters of cabinet 
‘■r': ministers, private members and 
§j other official guests.

Mrs. Johnson chose a crepe 
1 afternoon gown in hyacinth
* purple tones, featuring the very 
à, new draped sash effect over the 
M hips. With this she wore sable 
H furs and a very becoming model

h hat of matching purple, blue and 
y green satin ribbons.

She was accompanied by her 
’• son, Byron Jr., who came from 

the University of British Colum-
* bla for the occasion, and her sis- 
‘v ter, Mrs. B. D. Thorne, who was

smartly gowned in a black satin 
% dressmaker suit with black' hat 
f, and accessories and brown fur 
S coat.

Mrs. Lillian Russell of Van- 
Lÿ couver, sister of the Premier,
P her daughter, Miss Joan Russell,
« and the Premier’s sister-in-law,

Mrs. J. V. Johnson, were also 
|*j seated with Mrs. Johnson. .
% NAVY BLUB POPULAR 
% Navy blue was chosen by Mrs.
K Gordon Wismer, wife of the At- |

. tomey-General of British Colum- 
EH bia.

Her new longer length after­
noon dress of fine crepe was 
styled with a pencil-slim skirt 
enhanced with draped panels of 
navy taffeta from hem to waist­
line. With this was worn sable 
furs, and a New York model hat 

B of navy straw with high roUed 
brim and matching quill trim.
, Mrs. Wismer was accompanied 

by her house guest, Mrs. E. 
\yynne Jones, Mrs. G. Kissick, 
and Mrs. Howard Forrester, all 
of Vancouver.

Mrs. E. T. Kenney, wife of the 
Minister of Lands and Forests, 
also chose navy blue in the chic 
bolero style with vestee of shell 
pink* eyelet embroidery, match­
ing navy hat and brown squirrel 
topcoat.

Black crepe trimmed with wide 
bands of black taffeta, a small 
black hat with touches of gold, 
afld black seal coat, was the 
choice of Mrs. Herbert Anscomb, 
wife of the Minister of Finance.

Mrs. Frank Putnam wore a 
smart suit dress in wine shade 
with touches of robin’s egg blue, 
and an attractive hat formed of 
robin’s egg blue and wine 
feathers with matching ribbons.
She topped her ensemble with 
the fashion’s newest note for 
spring, the three-quarter length 
cape in ever popular black.

Mrs. Putnam was accompanied 
by her daughter, Mrs. G. G. Mc­
Kenzie of Vancouver, who made 
an attractive picture in her model 

navy

Mrs. E. C. Carson, wife of the Minister of Public Works, 
graciously posed for the photographer in the afternoon 
dress of fine black faille which she wore to the opening 
of the Legislature this afternoon. The collar is of rose 
pink with sequins and the flared cuffs are lined with the 
same rose silk and sequins. With this, Mrs. Carson chose 
a brimmed black off-the-face felt hat with wide black 
satin ribbon trim, and brown squirrel topcoat. Mr. and 
Mrs. J. A. McMillan of Nanaimo and Mrs. Bruce 
Hutchison, Victoria, accompanied her to the ceremonies,

while her daughter-in-law, Mrs 
ID. J. Carson of New Westmin- 
I ster, chose a two-piece suit model 
I of moire silk with winter white 
1 hat trimmed with a black feather i 
I chou and a muskrat topcoat.

Also seated with Mrs. Robert | 
Carson were Mr. and Mrs. K. B. 

jcasselman of Vancouver.
The two women members of 

Ithe Legislature, Mrs. Nancy 
(Hodges of Victoria and Mrs. Tilly 
iRolston of Vancouver, were 
(seated close together on the floor 
(of the House. Mrs. Hodges had 
(chosen a fine off-the-face hat 
(caught with a feather ornament 
(and black accessories. Mrs. Rol- 
(ston wore a smartly-styled black 
| suit with the new longer length 
| skirt and nip-in waistline, a black 
| lace hat trimmed with a large 
| lace bow and black accessories.
I GREY AND PINK

fine white straw off I 
iaBor, trimmed with | 

of navy tulle. Shoes of | 
leaf-green color added a |

nble ! 
iacD 
: Mines I

, wife of I

Accompanying Mrs. MacDonald 
was her daughter-in-law, Mrs. E. 
MacDonald, who wore black 
crepe trimmed with a large 
draped black satin bow at the 
waistline. A pleated black satin 
hat in the new side effect, gold 
toned topcoat with blonde fox 
fur collar completed the en­
semble.
MODISH BLACK

Black crepe was also the 
choice of Mrs. L. C. Eyres. Her 
gown featured the new-for-spring 
bustled peplum in matching taf­
feta. She wore a small black off- 
the-face sailor wreathed with 
pink poppies and a brown squir­
rel coat.

A fine wool beige dressmaker 
suit featuring the charmingly 
ch}c ballerina skirt and short 
fitted jacket with a large brown 
corded silk beret and brown ac­
cessories, was worn by Mrs. W. 
T. Straith. Miss Mary Straith, 
who accompanied her mother, 
wore a powder blue dress with I 
black hat and accessories.

Cloud grey crepe with beaded 
embroidery trim was the choice 
of Mrs. R. H. Carson, with 
black straw hat trimmed wit 
pink and a brown squirrel coa 
Her daughter, Miss Betty Ca 
wore a dress in deep violet si

Mrs. Gordon McG. Sloan, wear- 
ling a modish moonlight grey 
1 dress with silver fox cape and 
| model grey hat trimmed with 
| a wreath of soft pink flower» 
| under the off-the-face brim, was 
(accompanied by her attractive 
| new daughter-in-law, Mrs. David 
| Sloan, wearing an English Picca- 
J dilly model black barathea cloth 
(suit with silver fox furs 
■ black hat trimmed with osi 
Itips.

The United States Consul 
Victoria, Leo J. ' Callanan, 
accompanied by Mrs. Callanan, 
who wore an extremely modish 
black ensemble. Seated with 
them was the new Consul-Gen- 
eral for British Columbia, George H|
D. Andrews and Mrs. Andrews®^ 
who came from Vancouver for I 
the ceremony.

Mrs. John Hart, entering the 
House for the first time in many 
years as the wife of a private 
member chose an aqua blue 
crepe dress, brown topcoat, 
brown beret styled hat with 
leather trim and brown acces­
sories.

I Mrs. Percy E. George, wife of 
Victoria’s mayor, wore a dress 
of rich American Beauty rose 

I tone, matching hat with white 
feather trim and black sealskin 
coat.

Mrs. G. R. Pcarkes was gowned 
in a navy redingote dress, with 
Stetson navy felt hat and silver 
fox furs.

Hon. and Mrs. Eric Hamber 
were seated on the floor of the 
House, the latter gowned in a 
black dress, smartly styled, a 
black felt off-the-face hat and 
sable furs. Mrs. W. C. Nlchol 
wore a dark bottle green suit 
with small overcheck of golden 
brown and matching hat.

Mrs. Henry Hall, wife of Mag­
istrate Hall was wearing a black 
ensemble. Mrs. R. A. Wootton, 
wife of the Reeve of Oak Bay, | 
also choose black —- a suit 
trimmed with Persian lamb, a 
black felt sailor with pink ostrich 
tips.

A light blue afternoon dress 
featuring the new side drape. _ 
brown hat and accessories and ! 
brown fur coat was worn by Mrs.
G. R. Easter. Mrs. Hugh McLeod ■ 
was wearing a navy blue dress R 
with pale pink applique trim, ■ 
navy hat trimmed with pink and E 

| a bride's blue topcoat trimmed 
with Persian lamb.

Mrs. J. R. Johns chose pale 
I yellow for her dress, blue top- 
| coat and hat and silver fox furs. ■ 

SPRING BEIGE
Mrs. J. L. Gates was wearing ■ 

a beige suit with blue fox cape 1 
and beige felt hat. She was ac­
companied by Mrs. W. J. Pat­
terson of Regina, wearing a black 
satin dress, black Persian lamb 
coat and black hat with plaid 
trim.

Mrs. E. V. Finland was seated 
with her guest, Mrs. A. H. Hull 
of Qualicum Beach. Mrs. Finland 
wore an afternoon dress of 
orange amber shade, matching 
Lady Beatrice model hat, cobra 
skirt accesssorles and mink coat. 
Mrs. Hull was gowned in pearl 
grey with blue grey fox fur and 
accessories.

Mrs. D. N. Grubb wore a black 
soft wool dressmaker suit, black 
hat and black wool topcoat ; Mrs.
J. W. Brown a grey dresrf, black 
seal coat, black hat and gold 
accessories; Mrs. J. B. Munro a 
two-piece black crepe dress 
trimmed with black grossgrain 
ribbon, with black hat and brown 
fur coat; Mrs. A. H. Cox, navy 
blue trimmed with 
blue hat and eei

pink, a navy I
coat.

mm®



TUESDAY. MARCH 2, 1948

IÜBHhK

Victoria Member Replies To Speech From Throne
tales Consul at 
. ’ Çallanan, was 

Mrs. Callanan, 
utremely modish 

Seated with 
lew Consul-Gen- 
'olumbia, George 
1 Mrs. Andrews 
l Vancouver for

art, entering the 
rst time in many 
ife of a private 
an aqua blue 

brown topcoat, 
ityled hat with 
nd brown acces-

George, wife of 
r, wore a dress 
;an Beauty rose 
hat with white 

id black sealskin

trkes w as gowned 
igote dress, with 
It hat and silver

*s. Eric Hamber 
the floor of the 

ter gowned in a 
nartly styled, a 
the-face hat and 
rs. W. C. Nlchol 
bottle green suit 
ircheck of golden 
ching hat. 
fall, wife of Mag- 
s wearing a black 
. R. A. Wootton, 
;eve of Oak Bay, 
black —- a suit 
Persian lamb, a 

• with pink ostrich
Mrs. Nancy Hodges, M.L.A., for the second time in provincial annals, will move the 
address in reply to the Speech from the Throne at Wednesday's session of the provin­
cial Parliament. At the opening of the 1941- session, when Mrs. Hodges replied to the 
Speech from the Throne, it was the first time a woman had been chosen for that honor

in British Columbia.
A_____I___ I- 4A» mMOW for the University Endow- |

Lands Administration
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ment
Account, $1,449,376 for conserva­
tion fund.

1947, $27,-spent at March 31,
844,352.

During the year the province 
spent $15,019,142 from capital 
borrowings, including almost 
$5,000,000 for highways and $7,- 
611,350 for the B.C. Power Com­
mission.

Expenditures-from the revenue 
surplus account during the year

British Coliimbia government 
during the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 1947, enjoyed the 
largest net revenue surplus in Parliament Buildingsiates was wearing 

vith blue fox cape 
hat. She was ac- 
Mrs. W. J. Pat- 

la, wearing a black 
lack Persian lamb 
:k hat with plaid

Maintenance Bill
$218,191 For Year

Included $238,864 ior increases in 
cost-of-living bonuses for old-age 
[pensions; $75,000 as a grant for 
[construction of emergency accom-

rlnland was seated 
t, Mrs. A. H. Hull 
each. Mrs. Finland 
ernoon dress of 

shade, matching 
model hat, cobra 

es and mink coat.
: gowned In pearl 

grey fox fur and

lng the 1946-47 fiscal year cost 
the provincial government a total 
of $218,191, public accounts 
tabled in the B.C. Legislature 
this afternoon showed.

Salaries of the heating plant 
employees, mechanical staff, 
janitors, watchmen and ushers, 
along with the head gardener 
and assistant gardener totaled 
$83,898.

Operation of the heating plant 
cost $22,622 but $6,566 of this was 
charge against the King’s 
Printer. Fuel and sundry wages 
cost $20,817.

The power bill was $19,872, 
while the water bill amounted to 
$2,046. Telephones cost $18,338.

modatlon at the University of 
B.C,, $1,000,000 to offset in part
shortages in the provincial sink­
ing fund account, $109,930 for 
grants in aid of mining roads and 
trails, and $2,074,522 for roads, 
bridges, ferries, paving, garages, 
machinery and gravel crashing.

The balance sheet listed assets 
as including $20,205,430 invested 
for redemption of B.C. stock and 
debentures, $20,182,913 for build­
ings and furnishings, $85,989,500 
for highways, $7,021,979 for 
bridges, $10,694 for wharves, and 
$1,097,673 for ferries and ferry 
landings.

Assets listed under projects, | 
loans and advances Included] 
$105,733,676 advanced to the Pad. 
tie Great Eastern Railway Com. 
pany, $2,273,325 for properties 
acquired under the Soldiers’ Land 
Act, 1918; $9,161,350 to the B.C. 
Power Commission; $4,976,735 for 
the Land Settlement Board, $2,.

irubb wore a black 
smaker suit, black 
wool topcoat; Mrs. 
i grey dresS, black 
ck hat and gold 
rs. J. B. Munro a 
ick crepe • dress 

black grossgrain 
ack hat and brown 

A. H. Cox, navy 
with plnjc, a navy

at the1 same time during the 
previous year. On the other hand 
liabilities Increased by $9,889,297 
to $257,059,092.

The surplus by way of 'excess 
assets over liabilities rose from 
$67,878,078 to $75,050,558 or by 
$7,172,480, the accounts showed.

Mr. Anscomb noted that all but 
$4,305,000 of the revenue surpluÀ 
account had been definitely com­
mitted. But actual expenditures

The remainder of the total was 
made up of wages for gardeners 
and cost of supplies for the gard­
eners and supplies for janitors,
Incidental items and repairs.
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fits. But she said there still re­
mained the fact that a con­
tributory scheme, with a removal 
of the means test and the lower­
ing of the age limit, was what ; 
was most needed throughout the ! 
Dominion.

The government was urged to 
introduce early in the session 
the legislation designed to rem­
edy the growing problem of 
rising social security costs In re­
lation to provincial-municipal 
problems. She also expressed 
pleasure that the government 
had again recognized that B.C. 
hospitals had come to a most 
crucial stage in their financial 
structure. While hospitals had 
raised their rates in an effort to 
make ends meet, their solvency 
was threatened until more sub­
stantial help w.fkB forthcoming 
from some source or another.

Mrs. Hodges suggested, how* ' 
ever, that while hospitals were j 
facing a grave crisis, many po-1 
tential patients were facing an 
even graver one, saying that 

sickness hit

But, said Mrs. Hodges, that p 
elation was shortlived when it | 
became evident that the ban si 
might result in bringing a new | 
group of undesirable Canadian | 
“pulps” and comics on the mar- S 
ket which is what happened in | 
1940, when a similar ban was! 
imposed against imports of that | 
nature.

Mrs. Hodges suggested thatti 
the time was ripe for a thorough | 
revision of the whole system of 
payments in allowances and pen- j 
sions so that they may be stand- I 
ardized, removing present in- § 
Equalities and Injustices. Her j 
plea came after she had cited an 
example of the smallness of some 
payments made by the Work­
men’s Compensation Board. The 
Speech from the Throne, she re­
called, had made a brief allusion 
concerning the proposed exten­
sion of further benefits under 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act.

Mrs. Hodges noted that the 8 
widow of a man earning perhans fl 
$150 a month, might suddenly a 
find herself forced to live on an I 
allowance of J40 per month, plus j 
an extra $10 a month for each | 
child under 16—with a maximum 8 
of $80 a month. She is expected 1 
to accept as payment for the 1 
loss of, that husband in industry, | 
the paltry sum of $40 a month 8 
or at most $80, for the support | 
of herself and her family, she | 
said.
NO FREE HOSPITAL CARE

At the same time the provin- 
J cial government paid $42.50 a 
month for a mother with one 
child who qualifies under the 

| Mothers' Allowance plan—plus 
$7.50 per month for each ad­
ditional dependent, but there Is 
no maximum under this scheme, 

j Mrs. Hodges noted also that the 
widow receiving Workmen'* 
Compensation Board benefits 
was not even eligible for the free

Coalition government member, 
called on the B.C. government 
this afternoon to enact legisla­
tion to control the distribution of 
magazines and comics and to re­
vise the whole system of pen­
sions and allowances paid by 
various government agencies.

Moving the address in reply to 
the Speech from the Throne, and 
thus leading off the Throne 
Speech debate which is expected 
to occupy the provincial Legisla­
tive Assembly for the next 10 
days or two weeks, Mrs. Hodges 
said she hoped that the regulatory 
legislation would have sufficient MRS. NANCY HODGES
teeth in it to restrict not only the 
sale of any magazines and comics 
of an undesirable nature pub­
lished in the- United States or 
any other foreign country, but

rising costs 
hardest the so-called white collar 
worker, whose wages had not 
risen to a degree commensurate 
with those in industry, and. older 
persons subsisting on fixed in­
comes which were getting 
smaller as living costs rose.

The suspension of health asso­
ciations, said Mrs. Hodges,

Dignity Of House
Disturbed By Mace

The opening of the British 
Columbia Legislature here Tues­
day, usually timed to the second 
and carried out with dignity and 
mechanical

.--,.-4 re­
calling the announcement of Mr. 
Wlsmer on Monday that three 

haltedI more associations 
I operations, emphasizes more for- 
I dbly than anything the imper- 

i atlve need for some sound and 
| stable system which will afford 

the people the protection they 
seek and to which they are .en­
titled.
ONLY PROVINCE WITHOUT 

Despite the advanced views on 
I social legislation, B.C. was the 
I only province that has not yet 
I provided dower rights for

smoothnes, was 
marred when the mace, symbol 
of authority, fell from the table 
before the Speaker's Throne Into 
the floor of the House.

In the memory of present 
members of the House It was 
the first time such a thing had
happened.

The Sergeant-at-Arms, Capt. 
W. R. Webster, retrieved the 
mace swiftly and with as much 
dignity as possible. He placed It 
on the hooks below the top Dt 
the table, where it remained 
during the proceedings. Normally 
the mace rests on a cushion on 
the table while the speaker is In 
his chair.

Eyewitnesses gave conflicting 
reports on what started the mace 
rolling off Its cushion to the 
floor. It all happened after 
Lieutenant-Governor Charles A. 
Banks had left the chamber. The 
new Speaker, R. H. Carson, was 
presiding over the House and It 
may have been that he bumped 
the small table or touched the 
cushion on which the mam 
rested.

to take into consideration the re­
vision of B.C. laws concerning

House considers the proposed 
l changes In the Workmen’s Com-, 
pensa tion Act, particularly In tunity would be provided, for the 

House to consider this question 
as the women's organizations of 
the province were pressing for 
correction of some of the in­
equalities imposed on married 
women under the present 
Statutes.
' Concluding she warned that if 

Was the responsibility not only 
of every legislator but also of 
every person in Canada during 
the grave and portentous hap­
penings on the other side of the 
world, to see to It that democ­
racy should not become static or 
stagnant but should keep up a 

! living, vital dynamic march to­
ward the goal of human happi­
ness and well-being, In the fullest

view of the appalling number of 
fatal accidents which have hap­
pened in Industry In. the last 
year or two.

Mn. Hodges said that she felt 
sure the optimistic note sounded 
in the Speech from the Throne to 
connection with the representa­
tions made by Premier Byron 
Johnson to the Dominion govern­
ment and the suggestion that his 
visit to Ottawa may result In the 
early implementation of some of 
the Green Book proposals, par­
ticularly those dealing with 
greater measures of social se­
curity, were welcome.
HELP FOB AGED AND BUND

is Cm

recalledVictoria

Imposed a ban on cer-

the U.S. as

exchange. To
She congratulated the govt 

ment for continuing in the fi 
front in its treatment of 
aged and blind, giving
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the second row moving towardit Legis­

lative Assembly formally began 
|ts third session Tuesday alter­

nation, Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb, is on his right. Pro- 

I vincial Secretary and Health and 
Welfare Minister George S. Pear-j 
[son is next He is standing, in-1 
structing the House that it must 
name a Speaker before it pro­
ceeds further with Its business.

| Next to Mr. Pearson is Attorney, 
General and Labor Minister Gor­
don S. Wismer. Other ministers j 
moving toward the camera are 
Lands and Forests Minister E. 
T. Kenney, Agriculture Minister 
Frank Putnam, Municipal Affairs 
and Minies Minister R. C. Mac­
Donald, Works Minister E. C. 
Carson and Trade apd Industry 
Minister L. H. Eyres. Education 
Minister W. T. Straith was next 
to Mr. Eyres but not shown in 
the picture. Behind Mr. John- j

the camera is John Hart, M.L.A., 
former Premier. Other M.L.A.’s 
are in the second row.

In the third row closest to the 
door are the enrobed members of 
the clergy and the university: 
Bishop H. E. Sexton, Anglican 
Bishop of British Columbia, who 
later read prayers; Bishop J. H. 
Hill, Roman Catholic Bishop of

Burnaby, is on his left. Ranking 
officers of the navy, army and air 
force are close by the door be­
hind the Opposition. Directly 
above the Speaker’s throne are 
members of the press, while 
guests in the Speaker’s gallery 
are shown back further still

Itoon in the marble-pillared,
! purple-carpeted assembly cham- 
i ber shown above Lieutenant- 
i Governor Charles A. Banks has 
Uuet arrived and Is seated on the
fcÆgJftt.-Æ
Brooke Stephenson, while on his 
left is Cm dr. Hew Paterson, both 
aides. His third aide is Wing 
Cmdr, D. D. Campbell, on Col 
Stephenson’s right Capt J. G. 
Cromack, private secretary to I 
His Honor, is standing beside I 
Wing Cmdr. Campbell. Capt I 
Cromack is holding the Speech! 
from the Throne which the Lieu-1 
tpnant-Govemor read a few min-1 
Btes later. Capt W. R. Webster, I 
ftergeant-at-Arms, is at the table I 
pear the door on the right. The I 
mace is on hooks just below the | 
top of the table.

At the first desk on the left! 
closest to the Speaker’s throne is 1

tie*, -v
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ready fob business
although ample evidence
A lit» to indicate that the session ol 
the Legislature Just beginning will be 
marked by the discussion ol policies in- g 
dissolubly linked with the changing condi- W 
tlons of the times—with important new jj 
legislation and substantial amendments to 
existing acts—the Speech from the Throne 
with which the Lieutenant-Governor form­
ally set the deliberations in motion yes­
terday was, as Is usually the case, more 
significant for what it did not contain than 
for a particularized forecast. Nor could 
it he otherwise. All that a government can 
include in such documents under our par­
liamentary system is the outline of such 
measures as it proposes to initiate on its 
own account and such readjustments to the 
statutes as experience by trial and error 
may determine. And it is highly probable 
that not a few controversial Issues to which 
no reference was made by His Honor may 
assume legislative shape before the session 
reaches the Easter recess.

Foremost on the agenda will be the 
important question of finance—how the 
province stands at this juncture, what old 
obligations demand satisfaction, what new 
expenditures are deemed necessary, and, 
last but not least, how to provide for them 
and at the same time avoid further inva­
sions of the average individual's purse. 
Gratuitous advice in advance of the finan­
cial statement from the Minister of 
Finance would be presumptuous and a 
waste of time and space. The public 
knows without further reminder that the 
period of spurious prosperity, not uncom­
mon In wartime and during the early pro­
cesses of readjustment, is now making way 
for the stem realities of what we are com­
pelled to call an uneasy peace. This is in 
no way a concession to the theory of the 
inevitability of war. On the contrary, how­
ever, it is essential for all freedom-loving 
peoples to be on their guard—which means 
that one of the best bulwarks against the 
machinations of the aggressor from within 

' as well as from without is the provision of 
that measure of economic stability which 

tat!*/ contributes largely to local, provincial and 
HBF national contentment

Inherent in this philosophy is the 
mutuality of co-operation and understand­
ing between governments and the gov­
erned. This is not possible so long as any 
substantial element of the people remains 
fixed in its idea that provincial or 
national treasuries are out to collect the 
last red cent from the taxpayer and hang 
on to it from a sheer desire to build up 
surpluses to which to point with pride when 
occasion seems to warrant. It nevertheless 
appears to have become a fetish with some 
to believe that guardians of the public till 
are perpetually sitting beside a magic 
spring from which they can cause illimit­
able dollars to flow at win. Every intelli­
gent citizen knows this is pure fantasy; 
governments can spend only what they 
collect; but, by that token, a people de­
manding this and that can have it so long 
as they are prepared to pay for it. There 
is no other way. At this juncture, there- 
<f>re, it is their business to decide what they 
want and what they will do without.

It will be noted with satisfaction that the 
government intends to ask the Legislature 
to canvass the province’s social security 
structure in Its various aspects with a view 
to overdue improvements; that the incr— 
ingly-serious hospital problem shall be 
«mined in its multiple 
tons in the hope that

Compensation Act are categorically fore­
cast in the Speech from the Throne; and 
that the hardy perennial of provincial- 
municipal relations will be subjected to 
more practical and sympathetic treatment 
than has been the case in former years— 
despite various forms of “new deals.’’ The 
foregoing matters form but a few items 
on the bill of legislative fare which the ■ 
Lieutenant-Governor turned over to the 
lawmakers for their consideration. It will 
doubtless grow in volume and variety as 
the session proceeds.

m m
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"MB. SPEAKEB” CABSON
rnHE EXPEDITIOUS MANNER IN 

which he discharged his duties when 
called upon to deputise for Hon. Norman 
Whittaker, from 1937 to 1941, no less than 
his personal popularity and probity, has 
obviously justified the translation of Mr. 
R. H. Carson, Coalition Liberal of Kam­
loops, from his role of deputy to that of 
Mr. Speaker at the current session of 
British Columbia's Legislature. He comes 
to his new post with particular qualifica­
tions. His understanding of procedure, 
gleaned from long experience in the House, 
and the high regard in which he Is held 
by his fellow legislators, equip him well for 
the responsibilities of his new office.

No one who has sat on the floor of the 
House or in the galleries can doubt the 
sincerity with which Mr. Carson has 
worked for the benefit of his province, nor 
the breadth of knowledge—not only of his 
own cattle and orchard country, but of the 
remainder of British Columbia—which he 
has brought into play to advance the wel­
fare of the public. The distinction accorded 
him through his elevation to the Speaker’s 
chair reflects some appreciation ol that 
service.

HI
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>rs to recall 1942 and 1!

Gasoline Shortage 
Hits Tourist Trade, 

? Legislature Told

"we shared our scarce and 
precious war materials with a 
country hard-pressed and almost 
beaten—a country which now 
shouts defiance at those who 
gave her the very shirts off their 
backs, a country which now 
defeats almost universal effort I 
to bring the world back into a 
fit condition in which to live."
AGAINST MILK BOOST

The speaker urged the govern­
ment to explore every possible 
measure to prevent the Increase 
in the price of milk, and sug­
gested that the government 
remove its ban on credit sales of 
milk since they “had not proved 
too successful." .

He said that the mines of the 
province must have more assist­
ance and suggested that royalties 
on timber should be based on a I 
sliding scale geared to retail 
lumber prices.

"Despite the highest wages in 
the land, the lumber and pulp 
Industry is producing profit from 
our forests at a rate which well 
may indicate that the province 
has underestimated the value of 
its forest resources," he said. 
"The government should examine 
this matter carefully with a view 
to adjusting our royalties before 
too many long-term management | 
licences are granted.”

Air Vice-Marshal Stevenson 
also suggested that fish prices 
on the local market were too 
high and British Columbians, 
vociferous in their complaints of 
the high cost of meat, should 
eat more fish.

A national contributory pen­
sion plan, he suggested, was 
imperative and inevitable, but if 
not undertaken quickly the 
province should proceed with 
some plan to relieve the situation.

Policy Indication Expected 
In Johnson Speech Tomorrow

tloned in the Speech from thePremier Byron Johnson, in his
first speech in the B.C. Leglsla-j T1’™ne-

, , , .. . With the session tomorrow inturo since he assumed the leader-,i(s fQUrth day_ fte .lpoUcy.
ship of the Liberal-Progressive speech will come much earlier in 
Conservative Coalition adminis-1 the debate on the Speech from 
tration, tomorrow afternoon will the Throne than Is usual. The 
outline policies on many of the budget address, which Finance 
problems now confronting the Minister Herbert Anscomb will 
Provincial government. deliver in about two weeks, and

A warning that British Colum­
bia’s current shortage of gasoline

Is was turning away tourists was 
given in the B.C. Legislature 
Wednesday afternoon by Air 

ij Vice-Marshal L. F. Stevenson,

I Coalition member for Vancouver- 
Point Grey, who suggested that 

=j any further increase in the price 
i of gasoline be made for a limited 
1 period only, so that oil companies 
I would have time to cut their 
I marketing costs and install addi- 
a tlonal refining facilities.
j “And I .would like to suggest 
1 an endeavor be made to get the 
I liquid fuel business Into a more 
I competitive position,” said Air 
§ Vice-Marshal Stevenson, who 
I represents the Progressive Con- 
I servatlve wing of the adminis- 
1 tration. He was seconding the

about an hour to deliver. Mr. ' mally given at a sess 
Johnson is scheduled to begin provincial Legislature, 
speaking at 3 in the afternoon. '
He is the sole speaker scheduled 
for the Legislature Friday.

While brief details of some of 
| the government’s legislative pro­
gram have been given in the 
Speech from the Throne, read by 
Lieutenant-Governor Charles A.
Banks on the opening day of the 
House Tuesday, Mr. Johnson is 
expected to expand this program 
and make several Important an­
nouncements concerning govern­
ment policy on topics not raen-

he warned. He said that British ■ 
Columbia must be made more i 
attractive to tourists, by im-1 
proving the quality of tourist I 
cabins, hotels and restaurants, I 
developing fishing and hunting 1 
areas, and by continuing to I 
extend roads into the parks of I 
the province.
SCORES COMMUNISM

Air Vice-Marshal Stevenson! 
covered many of the problems I 
now facing the provincial govern-1 
ment in his address and lashed I 
out against Communism, saying I 

I these forces were "again out in I 
j the open spreading their veno-l 

mous Idealism in far too many I 
| channels of our social and indus-1 

trial life."
He said that the Canadian 

I Legion had been quick to see the 
I subtle tenacles of Communism 
I writhing in Its direction and that 
I if common sense and loyal atten- 
I tion to public affairs falls else- 
8 where he looked to the Legion 
I and the army, navy and air force 
S veterans’ organization as the 
d power to set the people straight.

The member noted that on the 
| one side leaders of certain well- 
I paid groups were clamoring for 
I higher wages and shorter hours

Thomas Love To Act
As Deputy Speaker

ÆÆ

ConservativeThomas
Coalition member for Grand 
Forks-Greenwood, again at the 
current session of the B.C. Legis­
lature will act as Deputy Speaker. 

The House elected him Wednes- 
motion of

and longer holidays, while on the 
other the Housewives League "or 
others of that Communistic ilk 
were screaming for lower living 
costs and prices.”

“The joker is of course that 
those upon the stage whose views 
appear to be so utterly opposed 
are comrades, not interested In 

j welfare but in power for them­
selves and servitude for others," 
he said.

He suggested that perhaps the

day afternoon 
Premier Byron Johnson, seconded \ 
by Finance Minister Herbert; 
Anscomb.

The Deputy Speaker presides! 
over the House in the absence of j 
the Speaker and while the House 
is in committee. A considerable 1 
portion of the work of the’law­
makers is done in committee of! 
the whole, including passage ofl 
bills before third reading and 
consideration of the budget eetfcj 
mates.

Canadian leaders were partially 
responsible since Canada lacked
national spirit, had no single
national language and no natio 
flag, and thus residents 
Canada had looked elsewhere 
leadership.

| While not mentioning Rui 
by name, Air Vice-Man 
Stevenson said he did not th 
that any fair-minded person 
any doubt as to why peace wi

V
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Premier Hints 
[New Tax Levies 
(Planned For B.C.

Premier Byron Johnson this afternoon gave a broad hint ; 
in the Provincial Legislature that British Columbians will 
have to dig deeper into their pockets to finance the rising : 

costs of government.
While indicating new taxes were in store the Premier | 

gave no indication in his “policy” speech as to what these 
taxes would be, although there has been much talk at the 
Parliament Buildings since the opening of the current ses­
sion last Tuesday that the government will levy a sales tax.

| $10,000,000 Hospitalization 
Plan Advocated By Winch

The "policy” speech—the first 
| speech of Mr. Johnson in the 
1 Legislature since he assumed the 
! premiership of the province —
! gave numerous facts showing 
that the provincial government,

| while enjoying Increased rev- 
\ enues was unable to finance 
with its current revenues the 

i even more swiftly rising costs 
! of government—particularly so- 
| cial services.

“The province has been caught 
! between rising costs, due to ex- 
I pension of public services, par- 
j tlcularly social services and edu- 
[ cation, and the spiral of inflation 
| that has depreciated the purchas- 
j ing power of the dollar,” he said

Later he reported:
“Under the circumstances, I am 

sure the members will realize 
why the government is deeply 
concerned over the present fi­
nancial position and why it Is 
necessary that our revenues 
should be increased if we are to 
maintain our public services, 
particularly those affecting social 
welfare, education, municipalities 
and public works, at the high 
standard the public has Insisted 
upon."

That the government proposes 
to introduce a hospitalizetli 
scheme—indicated In the Speech 
from the Throne—was further 
indicated when Mr. Johnson said-

"The government has been en- 
I gaged in a study of this problem 
; and proposes to submit to the 
| House, for consideration, meas- j ures designed to bring hospital­

ization within the financial reach 
j of the people."
! ASKED OTTAWA ACTION

The Premier said he had asked 
Ottawa, while awaiting all pro­
vinces to sign Dominion-Provin- 

! cial tax agreements—action it 
j holds as necessary before impie- 
| menting the Green Book social 
j security measures—to:

1. Bear the larger share oi the 
| cost of old age pensions.

2. Implement a system of com- 
I pulsory contributory superan- 
| nuation.

3. Give financial assistance in 
| the construction of hospitals.

4. Join with the provint*' 
a system of

§8§i

make tHe necessary' arrangement ^ 
to propose British Columbia’s 
^ase to be presented to Ottawa | 
for implementation of social se­
curity measures. It is obvious 
that any further advances in 
social welfare must be on a na 
ional basis.” ,

DELAY BUILDINGS 
Speaking of school problems 

In relation to provincial-munici­
pal finance, Mr. Johnson called 
on municipalities to forestall, 
until more competitive bidding 
and more reasonable quotations 
san be obtained, all construction 
but “emergent building neces- 
lities.”

Mr. Johnson assured that fur­
ther assistance would be given 
municipalities, without indicating 
what it would be, but warned:
“In giving them this assurance, 
however, let me say that the aid 
will be considered final.”

rsamansBMHi
M.LA.'s Replaced

The B.C. Legislature Thursday 
named two new members to the 
committee to name lawmakers to 
the eight select standing com­
mittees of the House.

To replace J. L. Webster, Coal! 
tionlst for Rossland-Trall, and 
Dr. J. J. Gillis, Coalition, Yale, 
both of whom are ill, the House, 
on motion of Premier Byron 
Johnson, seconded by Finance 
Minister Herbert A n a c o m b, 
named C. W. Morrow, Coalition, 
North Okanagan, and A. R. Mac- 
Dougall, Coalition, Vancouver- 
Point Grey.

Mr. Morrow will act as chair­
man of the committee in place 
of Mr. Webster.

|3 To Speak Monday 
I In B.C, Legislature

The debate on the Speech from I 
I the Throne will continue next 
I week in the B.C Legislature with 
I three speakers scheduled to give] 
| addresses on Monday.

It is expected that this debate I 
I will wind up about the middle of 
I the following week and Finance 

* ~ nister Herbert Anscomb will 
resent his budget about Thurs-
iay-
Speakers for Monday are A. R. 

MacDougall, Coalition, Vancou 
r-Polnt Grey; E. F.

F., Omlneca; and A. C. 1 
The

’■*

The C.C.F.’s plans for an over­
all hospitalization scheme, to be 
paid for at the rate of $10 per 
adult person and costing alto­
gether more than $10,000,000, and 
for the province to take over the 
entire cost of education with the! 
levying of new taxes on big ii>j 

dustrial undertakings, were pre- 
| sented to the B.C. Legislature 

Wednesday by Opposition Leader: 
Harold E. Winch.

In a two-hour address — the I 
first attack by the C.C.F. on thej 
government since the sessionj 
opened Tuesday — Mr. Winch 
struck out at the government, 
charging it had demonstrated in- j 
decision, inaction, uncertaintyk 

and a self-hypnotic reliance on 
a guy g invulnerability. He also charged 

I that during the past two or three 
‘ *vl * months, since Premier Byron 

Johnson had taken over from 
former Premier John Hart, an'

f: 8 "iron curtain” had been thrown 
T around activities of the govern- ] 
J ment
2 He claimed that while the I 
1 province’s position had been 
j painted in rosy colors during the 
| last days of Mr. Hart as Premier,
| the government today was far 
j ing, according to the press and 
I statements of government mem 

bers, what the C.C.F. had pre­
dicted was inevitable — short­
ages of revenue.

J ROUGH AND BEADY PLAN 

Mr. Winch admitted his hos- 
I pitalization scheme was a “rough 
and ready plan which I think is 

I mighty close to what the govern 
I ment can do if it has the intes- 
1 tlnal fortitude to do it"

He worked it out as follows: 
There are 722,000 persons over 

118 in B.C. (other than those 
covered by the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs and Indians) 

i and if they each paid $10 a year 
| this would provide $7,220,000.

, Add to this the sums munici­
palities and the province already 
pay to hospitals and it is swollen 

I to $10,220,000.
With 158,000 persons admitted 

I to hospital last year and 200,000 
estimated under a hospitalization 
scheme (based on the increases 
occasioned in Saskatchewan) and 
with the average stay at 10$ 
days and the average cost at $50 
per patient (Saskatchewan 

I figures it at $42) that would 
I bring the total annual cost to 

about $10,000,000. The province 
would have to find $800,000 to 
cover the estimated 8 per cent 
(Saskatchewan’s experience) for 

| administration.
Hospitalization; said Mr. 

Winch, must have priority and 
the provincial government must 
act during the current 
He said a hospitalization 
would solve the current 
lems of hospitals and c 
tied in with any Ottawa 

I if and when it were tea]

was

The C.C.F. plan was to set up 
a provincial assessment board, I 
with assessors responsible to this I 
board, while taking over the full ( 
costs of schools, including pres-1 
ent school Indebtedness and in-1 
terest charges.

The increased school costs, Mr. I 
Winch suggested, should be fi-1 
nanced by a flat mill rate assess­
ment applicable throughout the I 
province, and additional cost to I 
be raised by taxation of such I 
enterprises as Consolidated Min- [ 
ing and Smelting Co. of Canada I 
Ltd., which realized a net profit I 
of $23,000,000 last year; H. R. I 
MacMillan Export Co. Ltd., which | 
reported a net profit last year I 
of $7,000,000, and Canadian West-1 
em Lumber Co. Ltd., which had I 
reported a profit for 1947 of f 
$9,000,000. All these companies, I 
he said, secured their profits 
through the application of labor 
on the province’s resources.

“These sources of revenue are I 
there if you go after them in | 
the interests of the people and 
not In the interests of protecting 
profits,” he said.

•WE TOLD YOU SO’
To the Speech from the Throne 

announcements that changes 
would be made in the labor laws, 
in Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
the Forest Act and in the policy 
of admitting patients to mental 
hospitals, Mr. Winch replied: 
“We told you so.” He said the 
C.C.F. had long advocated 
changes In these laws.

While not mentioning Japanese 
Canadians specifically the Leader 
of the Opposition called on the 
government to remove the "rem­
nants of Fascism” in reclal in­
tolerance and discrimination. He 
said there had been a remarkable 
change in public opinion In the 
province and called for a removal 
of this blot on the province and 
the elimination of provisions 
which make first and second- 
class citizens.

He charged that the govern­
ment had been derelict in its 
duty in allowing the Doukhobor 
problem to continue so long, and 
read from two letters which he 
said were being distributed I 
among Dughobors, one signed 
by J. J. Verigin, the other, "sin­
cerely, your resurrected brother 
in Christ, Jesus.” One letter 
called on Doukhobors to Join a 
new organization at $17 per year | 
assessment, the other to renounce . 
their allegiance to Canada and 
abide by the laws of God rather 
than man-made laws.

Mr. Winch criticized strenu­
ously what he called the “iron 
curtain” which had been thrown 
around, particularly the gasoline 
question. He claimed that he 
and the public were entitled to 
study the reports of the Coal 
and Petroleum Control Board to 
the government.

He noted that the government 
has to go to Ontario to study 
accounts of Imperial Oil’s opera-1 
tions In B.C., that 70 per 
of Imperial Oil was owned 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, i 
being investigated by the Un 
States for price fixing, 
another Standard ----------
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lohnson Says Ottawa Tax Deal Without! 
Effecting Social Security Plans Unfair

Premier Byron Johnson, in his 
policy speech to the B.C. Legis­
lature this afternoon, spent al­
most half his speaking time in 
telling of the provincial govern­
ment’s financial problems. He 
gave repeated references to the 
province’s financial dilemma, 
telling how costs of Provincial 
government services were sky­
rocketing while government re­
venues were failing to keep pace. 

! The Dominion-Provincial tax 
I agreement which was hailed in 
j the Legislature last year, Mr. 
| Johnson said, “could not be con- 
I sldered fair without the imple- 
I mentation of the social security 
j proposals outlined in the Green 
! Book and which, as I see it, were 
j a definite part of a complete 
| agreement which was to be ne­

gotiated.”
“The completion of this agree­

ment is of utmost importance to­
day due to the very rapid rise 
in the cost of social services," he 
continued. “The fact that the 

9 federal authorities have not im- 
9 plemented the Green Book pro- 
3 posais places this government in 
0 a very difficult situation.”

(The federal government has 
9 held that implementation of the 
1 Greek Book proposals cannot be 
3 effected until all provinces of 
I the Dominion have signed Domin- 
I ion-Provincial tax agreements. 
I Quebec and Ontario have yet to 
I sign these agreements.)
^ “Upon examination of our so- 
1 clal services, I found that the 
I costs had risen to such a degree, 
H as also had the number of re- 
I cipients, that the existing tax 
1 agreement could not be con­
sidered just under the circum­

stances,” he said.
PENSION COSTS BISE

In 1945 when the Green Book 
proposals were presented it was 
estimated that B.C. would have 
16,670 old-age pensioners in 1948. 
There were 17,768 last October 
and 21,305 now and there will be 
nearly 25,000 by the year's end, 
he said.

An extremely heavy burden 
has been placed on B.C. because 
each province is solely respon­
sible for each old-age pensioner 
\yho has lived in the province the 
larger part of the three years 
immediately prior to applying 
for pension. He said 20 per cent 
of the new old-age pension cases 
assumed by B.C. during the last 
five months of 1947 were not 
really British Columbia cases In 
the true sense of the word.

The Premier found a similarly 
rapid rise in the number of pen 
sons receiving social allowances 
—unemployables. Rising by ap­
proximately 1,000 cases a year 
from 1943 to 1945, the case load 
rose by 2,000 during 194647 and 
Is expected to rise by nearly 
2,000 more during the present 
fiscal year.

“Cost of old-age pensions has 
risen from 31,900,000 In 194546 
to an estimated 35,008,000 in 
194849,” he said. “Social allow­
ances have risen from 31,700, 
in 194546 to nearly an estimai 
----------- 194849. Mi ‘

averaging annually between 
$480,000 and $500,000. In short, 
the cost of these three pensions 
alone has risen from $4,100,000 
in 194546 to an estimated $8,900,- 
000 in 194849 or by more than 
100 per cent."

Mr. Johnson said that the cost 
of social services in B.C. had 
risen from $1.60 per capita 
In 194445 to $2.07 in 194647, 
compared with 56 to 76 cents for 
Saskatchewan.

At the same time hospitaliza­
tion costs had risen and the Do- 
minion government had failed to 

H| assume full responsibility for un- 
■ employment.

1100 PEB CENT ALTOGETHER
I “In reviewing all social services 
| including both health and wel- 
j fare, it was found that costs had 
| risen from $9,300,000 in 1945-46 
j to an estimated $19,346,000 for 
11948-49 or an increase of ap­

proximately $10,000,000 or more 
than 100 per cent,” he said. “I 
do not think that anyone would 

\ suggest that curtailment of ex­
penditures should take place in| 

I our social services.”
He said it seemed to him rea­

sonable that the Dominion gov­
ernment, drawing $139,958,000 
from income, corporation and 
succession duty tax fields in B.C. 
during the year ended March 31, 
1947, and paying back to B.C. 
approximately $23,000,000 or only 
16 per cent, should implement 
the Green Book social security 
proposals, if only partially.

Mr. Johnson said that it now 
costs an ordinary patient $180 
per month to be in a hospital ex­
clusive of special treatment, and 
government assistance to hos­
pitals had increased by 100 per 
cent from 1945-46 to 1947-48. He 
suggested the following courses 
of action:

1. The revenue sources of hos­
pitals be pooled to provide ade­
quate services for the money 
available.

2. Administration of hospitals 
be more strict to ensure that the 
maximum of service being ob­
tained for the money expended.

Mr. Johnson then turned to 
municipal finance problems and 
the assistance the province had 
given municipalities. Latest re­
presentations resolved to the 
fact that the Provincial govern­
ment was asked to assume 60 
per cent of the cost of education 
instead of the present 40 per 
cent The municipalities sug­
gested a sales tax be levied.

“There is one thing that is 
certain,” he said. “A basis must 
be found whereby municipalities 
can operate without constantly 
appealing to the province for 
financial aid, just as there must 
be some settlement between the 
Dominion and the province so 
that our economy may be sound- 

"The government feels that the 
municipalities should fulfil their 
end of the undertakings as out­
lined in the Goldenberg repoyt 
addition thereto, the govemmi 
is prepared to submit to 

[islature measures for _ 
still further assistance.”

UP $19,060,000
The Premier said that whereas j 

Provincial government actual ex- j 
penditures during the fiscal year j 
1946-47 amounted to $46,300,000, 
it was estimated expenditures for j 
the fiscal year to end this month j 
would total $65,644,000.

“Every indication points to 
further substantial increase in 
expenditures during the coming 
fiscal year,” he said.

Yet very little remained in the 
province’s surplus revenue ac­
count, which on March 31, 1947, 
had had poured into it $41,935,374 
and with the estimated surplus 
this year of $356,000 would be 
brought to $42,291,374. Appropri­
ations from this account have 
diminished the amount until now 
there remains only $4,661,374, 
nearly all of which has been com­
mitted for school construction.

“This means that there is fi 
little or no reserve left with f 
which to meet the abnormal eco- j 
nomic conditions now confront­
ing the province,” he said.

He outlined how the money | 
had been spent and said:

“It, therefore, is apparent that 
the surplus account was used to 
finance many capital undertak­
ings as wèll as expenditures 
which normally would have been 
financed by consolidated reve­
nue.”

| Rate Reductions 
I For Island Power 

Planned By April 1

F

PROBLEMS SURMOUNTABLE
Mr. Johnson said that he did 

not wish to leave the impression 
that the difficulties faced by the | 
Provincial government were in­
surmountable. The inflationary 
period was imposing burdens on 
all governing bodies as well as 
business and these could only be 
met by increasing revenue on 
the one hand and restraint in 
expenditures on the other.

He said there were many indi­
cations B.C. was entering a 
period of unprecedented develop­
ment — the pooulation had in- ■ 
creased by 95,000 in the past H 
two years, and payrolls had 
probably increased by $20,000,000 
or more during 1947.

"By improving the trunk high­
ways, giving access to the rich 
resources of the Peace River dis­
trict and in many other ways, the 
government is fostering develop­
ment of our resources which will 
be reflected in business and a 
continuance in the growth of our 
province,” he said. “This general 
improvement in our economy will 
be the means of improving our 
financial position in the years to 
come so that we can, to an even 
greater degree, pass on to our 
citizens not only a larger meas- M 
ure of social security but wider “ J 
fields of endeavor and oppor­
tunities that have been theirs in 
the past”

Indications that electric powers 
rates will be slashed by next S 
April 1 in areas on Vancouver | 
Island served by the B.C. Power 
Commission were given in the 
Provincial Legislature today by 
Premier Byron Johnson.

Reporting that rates reductions g 
ranging from 30 to 50 per cent 
had already been effected in 11 
of the 18 districts of the com­
mission, the Premier said the 
commission now was engaged in 
rate studies on Vancouver Island 
"and expects to introduce new 
rates in the Albemi area; the 
Nanaimo-Durtcan area and other 
districts supplied by the new 
John Hart hydro-electric develop­
ment at Campbell River.”

Mr. Johnson said that the load 
1 of the Nanaimo-Duncan area 
■ would be transferred to the j 

Campbell River plant March 7. ®i 
Tenders for the already an­

nounced Whatshan power de­
velopment of the commission said 
Mr. Johnson, will close April 15.
This project will supply the 
Thompson River and North | 
Okanagan districts.

He said it was reassuring to g 
HI learn that the commission has 

1 able to pay out of operating 
revenue the full interest on all 
capital advances invested in 

83 operating plant, full sinking fund 
requirements, adequate reserves, 
all administrative and operating 
expenses and yet has set aside jj 
in nine months of this fiscal year J 
$186,000 as a rate stabilization \ 
reserve.

Indications of rate reductions 
for the various operations of the | 
commission, including those on 

M Vancouver Island, have been 
M given since the commission took 

i™ over these various operations.

Few Hints of Changes 
In B.C. Labor Code

Little indication of what British 
Columbians could expect in the 
way of new labor legislation was 
given by Premier Johnson today 
in his "policy" speech to the B.C. 
Legislature.

The Premier, however, said the 
principles of the B.C. labor code, 
the Industrial Conciliation 'and 
Arbitration Act, 1947, were good, 
"particularly the section dealing 
with the holding of a secret ballot i 
in connection with strike votes.
A secret ballot ensures that 
everyone will have the right to 
express his opinion without any 
intimidation or pressure being 
brought to bear upon him."

Admitting there was room for 
improvement of the act, the 
Premier said that the govern­
ment proposed to open It up 
“with a view to removing certain 
difficulties that have made its op­
eration somewhat cumbersome." 
He said the amendments to 
submitted the House would I 
based largely on the recommend 
tions of the Labor Relatioi 
Board.
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1 Company To Lose 
More Than $100,000 
If Gas Not Boosted

One B.C. on company will sus 
; tain a loss of $108,241 In 1948 If 
there Is no change In Its volume 

î of business and gasoline Imports 
from 1947, but since the demand 
for gasoline Is Increasing It will 
probably lose more.

That Is unless the Provincial 
i government Increases retail gaso­
line prices still further.

This was pointed out by Pre­
mier Byron Johnson In the Legis­
lature this afternoon. The esti­
mate was made by George A. 
Touche and Company, chartered 
accountants Investigating oil 
companies for the Coal and 
Petroleum Control Board. 

Reviewing the whole gasoline 
; price question, the Premier said 
that the government felt that It 

| had gone as far as It could pos­
sibly go for the moment.

"However, It wishes to give 
eOery assurance that the public’s 
Interest will be protected with 

jrespect to the price," he said. 
"It Is the desire of the govern­
ment that the oil companies 
should enjoy a reasonable profit 
but not an excessive one. At the 
same time, the government Is 
desirous that the public should 
be supplied with an adequate 
quantity of gasoline. . . .

"I think that the members 
will agree that the government 
has made every effort to make 
a thorough examination Into this 
question and that they can be 
assured nothing will be done 
until such time as the Coal and 
Petroleum Control Board Is satis­

fied that the companies operating 
In this province have done every- j 
thing In their power to maintain 
the price of gasoline at the low­
est possible level conducive to a 
reasonable operating profit"

Mr. Johnson said the govern-
I ment would press for the expan­

sion of refining facilities In B.C. 
"so as ultimately to overcome

I the existing Inequalities which 
make the fixing of gasoline prices 
so difficult a problem."

BREAD LINES AND UQLOR
AS FAR BACK AS THE SESSION OF 
A the Legislature In 1944, and again a year 
later, Mr. Winch and his C.C.F. colleagues 
were telling the Coalition administration 
and the public of the province in general 
that unemployment and something akin 
to a bread-line economic condition were just 
about round the mythical comer. This was 
the type of warning argument intended to 
impress the electorate with the opposition­
ists’ contention that nothing was being done 
of a practical nature to anticipate the Impact 
of the aftermath of the Second World War. 
And they selected the drablyst of rhetorical 
colors to paint their verbal picture of pend­
ing gloom.

Their lugubrious artistry, of course, was 
far from original; its impression On the 
minds of the electors fell far short of what 
Mr. Winch and his friends hoped for and 
expected. For when the new Parliament 

, ,’v met early In 1946—with the guns of battle
silent In the major warring theatres—the 
official opposition found itself reduced to 
a membership of 10 instead of the 16 upon 
whom It had been able to Count since 1941.
Six of the C.C.F.’s most able debaters, three 
men and three women, got “left at the post"

! in the province’s first postwar general elec­
tion. Thereby hangs a tale—or, to return 

| to the metaphor, the remains of the gloomy 
picture to which we have referred.

We hark back to this bit of British 
Columbia’s fairly recent political history 
merely to hang another tale which, while 
having no direct relationship to the un­
popularity of the Co-operative Common­
wealth Federation’s philosophy, has a dis­
tinct bearing upon the doleful panorama 
which Mr. Winch and his fellow opposi­
tionists declared they could see in all Its 
sinister design blackening the horizon a 
year or so earlier. To lend emphasis to 
the point, we propose to cite a few brief 
statistics which an important branch of | 
the provincial service has just made public, 
namely, the details of sales of alcoholic 
beverages to the .same British Columbians 
whom the Leader of the Opposition and his 
cohorts had virtually consigned to the bread 
line in 1944 and 1945. In the fiscal year 
•f 1946-1947, for Instance, the "poor" citizens 
•f the province were able to find for liquor 
$47,961,515, or an increase of no less than 
$9,218,059 over the preceding 12 months. 
Let it be clearly understood that this Is 
nothing over which to crow, especially In 
the moral sense. But we are not dealing, 
for the purpose of this argument, in morals; 
nor are we contesting the right of the in­
dividual to do what he or she likes with his 
or her own money.

There is nevertheless a moral: Liquor 
vendors do not take I.O.U.’s; they are only 
interested In the actual legal tender of the 
day. And nearly $48,000,000 Is a lot of 
money. Moreover, at the end of the first 
six months of the current fiscal year, ac­
cording to the official figures, sales had 
amounted to $26,257,720—Indicating fairly 
convincingly that the complete 1947-1948 
business period will reveal still larger reve­
nues for the Liquor Control Board. Win 
Mr. Winch still persist that this outlay In­
dicates a public troubled with a bread line I

; OFF THE CUFF
TT HAS LONG BEEN A PARLIA 
A mentary tradition that the speeches of 
members must be delivered without the aid 
of a manuscript, although notes to help the | 
orator’s memory are permitted. An excep­
tion is made, of course, in the case of ad­
dresses such as the budget speech, in which j 
the Immense amount of statistical material 
could not possibly be delivered in an ex­
temporary manner. The truth, however, is 
that the tradition has been more honored in 
the breach than In the observance in Cana­
dian federal and provincial legislative halls. 
There has been a growing practice of read­
ing speeches In all types of debate, with a I 
consequent loss of force in the address and 
an Increasing doubt that the flowing 

I phrases are In reality the product of the [ 
I membef who gives them voice.

Impatience with the reading habit has 
led two British Columbia members to march 
in protest from the House of Commons, as­
serting that Speaker Gaspard Fauieux "re­
fused” to enforce the rule. Their action 
will arouse a certain amount of sympathy 
in members who must listen to Interminable 
speeches read in a monotone, but there will 
be opposition from those who find it neces­
sary to depend on “notes” which are vol­
uminous to the point of becoming full texts. I 
As the present session of the British Co- j 
lumbia Legislature gets under way, mem­
bers may recollect with benefit to them- i 
selves and their listeners that while a | 
lengthy prepared speech, read In its en­
tirety, may look better In Hansard, a short | 
one, delivered with the sincerity of un­
assisted oratory, will make a better impres- I 
sion on legislative members and public, and | 
earn the member on the floor the reputa­
tion of being a thinker rather than a mere | 
reader.
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JOHNSON'S ‘POLICY SPEECH1 

MOTWITHSTANDING SOME OF THE I 
1 ' unpalatable financial facta which he was 
bound to reveal In specific detail, and re­
gardless of the prospect of some new forms 
of taxation that may be necessary to meet 
the special circumstances of these troublous 
times, Mr. Johnson presented a candid state­
ment on the state of the province to the 
Legislature yesterday afternoon of which 
he has every right to be proud, and for 
which he should receive generous acclaim 
from all fair-minded British Columbians.
In no particular did the Premier mince 
matters, and the volume of the material j 
with which he dealt—after only two months 
of office marked by several Interruptions— 
bears ample witness to the enormous 
amount of work he has put In. This first 
sample of his Industry, moreover, Is an 
encouraging augury for his own future and 
for the administration over which he pre­
sides. And If some parts of his “policy 
speech" may have disappointed those who 
expected more, his references to the mani­
fold potentialities of his native province, 
his implied clarion call for a long pull and a j 
strong pull to greater effort by all British 
Columbians should not fall on deaf ears.

• • *

j^ITER THE MUNICIPALITIES, SOCIAL
reformers, and the general public have 

digested Mr. Johnson’s "story of the sur­
pluses" they win assuredly realize how 1 
rapidly even a huge credit balance has a 
knack of vanishing when the financial de­
mands—Irrespective of their merit—are even I 
partially satisfied. Not enough space Is at 
our command here to recite the progressive 
whittling away process In detail. Suffice It j 
to say that an over-all surplus of $42^91,274, 
as of the end of this month, wUl have | 
dwindled to the insignificant sum of $300,000 
when all commitments have been met. In 
other words, little or nothing Is left In the 
reserve till "with which to meet the ab- | 
normal economic conditions now confront­
ing the province."

One does not require to be an economist 
or even an amateur mathematician to 
deduce from the foregoing the reason why [ 
Mr. Johnson warned the House that the 
Minister of Finance will be obliged to budget 
for higher expenditures for the fiscal year 
beginning next April 1. For what amount 
Mr. Anscomb will ask remains to be seen. 
Some Idea of the size of it, however, will be 
obtained from the fact that while the actual 
expenditures for the 1946-1947 fiscal year 
accounted lor $46,300,000, It is fully expected 
that when the books are closed for the 1947- 
1948 business period at the end of this 
month the actual outlay will reach approxi­
mately $65,644,000—or an increase of $19,- 
344,000 In the course of one year! And, as ! 
already noted, no surplus will be available j 
for transference to the 1948-1949 account.

In the light of the above, therefore, it Is | 
easy to understand why the Premier alluded 
to “the abnormal economic conditions now 
confronting the province" and tempered his 
promise of further assistance to the muni­
cipalities, to the social services, and to the 
hospitals with that measure of prudence 
which the stem reality of all the circum­
stances so patently emphasizes. Mr. John­
son very properly pointed to the Indisput­
able fact that the province—like all other | 
agencies which serve the people—is caught | 
between the Scylla of the high cost of gov­
ernment and the Charybdls of Increased 
demands on the treasury. Hence, If his 
administration Is to meet requests which
all pleaders assure him are the —-----

to retain their

for the size of the appropriations for which 
he will ask. What form of new taxation 
will be essential In such circumstances must 
remain In abeyance for the moment.

p WAS OBVIOUS THAT MR. JOHNSON 
had to be explicit In his reference to the 

possible or potential future of the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway. He emphasized 
two Important points In connection with 
this provlndally-owned line. One was that 
further negotiations could not be resumed 
until the return to his office in Montreal 
of Mr. W. M. Neal, President of the Cana­
dian Patific Railway Company; the other 
was that the government, in view of the 
fact that previous surveys “have been too 
hurried and revisions omitted "which would 
have saved hundreds of thousands of 
dollars," does not Intend to make the same 
mistakes again. Thus the Premier informed 
the House that “It Is our desire to obviate 
belated revisions."

It was Mr. Hart’s desire, as It is that 
| of his successor, to try to interest the two 
great transcontinental railway systems 
and the Dominion government In a four­
way agreement under the provisions of | 
which the P.G.E. could be completed, ex­
tended, and contiguous territory developed. 
Progress toward this objective has been 
neither rapid nor easy. Mr. Hart has used 
every weapon In his arsenal of persuasion 
to convince the executives of the C.N.R., the 
C.P.R., and the Prime Minister of Canada 
that by acquiescing In British Columbia’s
plan for this Important provincial line 
they would be investing In the future 
prosperity, not only of this province, but 
also, by a similar token, In the well-being 
of the country as a whole. Mr. Johnson 
realizes that this contention still holds good; 
he can be depended upon to give Mr. Hart 
all the assistance he may require when he 
takes up the thread of discussion where he | 
left off last year.
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Interior Members 
Speak On Tuesday

Four up-country members of 
the Legislature will participate 
in the debate on the Speech from 
the Throne in the Provincial Par­
liament Tuesday.

They are William J. Smith, 
Coalition, Atlin; J. H. Corsbie, 
C.C.F., Peace River; A. B. Ritchie, 
Coalition, Salmon Arm, and Wil­
liam H. Brett, C.C.F., Prince 
Rupert.

The Throne Speech debate will 
continue throughout this week.

The Legislative standing com­
mittees are expected to hold their 
organization meetings later this 
vyeek, getting down to business 
the following week.

Committees Named 
Of B.C. Legislature

Standing committees for theL 
. current session of the provincial B 

Legislature were set up by the “ 
House Friday afternoon.

The list to as follows, with 
the first name lawmaker being 
the chairman;

Standing orders and private 
bills—C. W. Morrow, Coalition, 
North Okanagan; D. C. Brown, 
Coalition, Burrard; A. J. Mc- 
Donell, Coalition, Vancouver 
centre; James Mowat, Coalition, 
Alberni; J. H. Cates, Coalition. 
North Vancouver; Mrs. T. J. Rol- 
ston, Coalition, Vancouver-Polnt 
Grey; A. R. MacDougall, Coali­
tion, Vancouvrf-Polnt Grey; H.
E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East, and Randolph Harding, 
C.C.F., Kaslo-Slocan. !

Public accounts and printing— H 
W. A. C. Bennett, Coalition, 
South Okanagan; Thomas King. 
Coalition, Columbia; Mr. Mc- L 
Donell; Mr. MacDougall; Thomas B 
Love, Coalition, Grand Forks- P 
Greenwood; H. J. Welch, Coali­
tion, Comox; Mr. Morrow, Her­
bert Gargrave, C.C.F., Columbia;
J. H. Crosbie, C.C.F., Peace 
River, and H. E. Winch.

Agriculture—Mr. King; A. C. B 
Hope, Coalition, Delta; Mr. Mor- ™ 
row; L. F. Stevenson, Coalition, 
Vancouver-Polnt Grey; A. B. | 
Ritchie, Coalition, Salmon Arm;
Dr. F. W. Green, Coalition, Cran- 
brook; C. T. Beard, Coalition, I 
Esqulmalt; Mr. Bennett; Mr. ! 
Crosbie; E. F. Rowland, C.C.F., [ 
Omineca; Mr. Harding, and John j 
Mclnnls, C.C.F., Fort George.

Mining and railways — Mr. _ 
Love; W. J. Johnson, Coalition, H 
Revelstoke; W. D. Smith, Coall- ™ 
tlon, AtUn; J. L. Webster, Coali­
tion Rossland-Trail; Dr. J. J. 
Gill is, Coalition, Yale; Mr. 
Mowat; Mr. Welch; Dr. R. R. 
Laird, Coalition, Slmilkameen; 
Thomas Uphill, Labor, Fernle, 
Smauel Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowl- 
chan-Newcastle; Mr. Crosbie, and J 
Mr. Rowland.

Forestry and Fisheries — Mr. 
Welch; Mr. Cates; Mr. Steven­
son; Dr. Green; Mr, Ritchler Mr. 
Mowat; Mr. Beard; Mr. King; Mr. 
Bennett; Mr. Gargrave; W. H. 
Brett, C.C.F., Prince Rupert, and 
Mr. Mclnnls.

Municipal affairs—Mr. Hope; j 
Mr. Cates; Mr. Brown; Mr. Love; I 
Mr. Morrow; Mr. Ritchie; Mr., 
Bennett; Mrs. Rolston; W. J. 
Johnson; Mr. Guthrie; Mr. Tur­
ner, and Mr. Gargrave.

Labor—Dr. Gillls; W. J. John­
son; Mr. Smith; Mr. Stevenson; 
Mr. MacDougall; Mr. Webster; 
Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Coalition, 
Victoria; Mr. Welch; Mr. Hope;
Mr Uphill; Mr. Gargrave; Mr. 
Turner; E. E. Winch, C.C.F., 
Burnaby, and Mr. Guthrie.

Social welfare and educatlon- 
Mrs. Rolston; Mrs. Hodges; Mr. I 
Mowat; Dr. G tills; Dr. Green; Dr. 1 
Laird; Mr. Smith; E. E. Winch; Ï 
Mr. Harding, and Mr. Mclnnls.
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groceries act liig to

Omineca MemberRetail Sales Tax 
Fairest Way, Says 
Point Grey M.L.À.

Winch Motion Willcomes of the buyer,” he con­
tinued. . . A tax of this sort 
should be welcome by property 
taxpayers, farmers and home 
owners, and those who wish to 
become home owners, the group 
which pays a major part of the 
cost of government. 'Hiese people 
should realize that a retail sales 
tax more equitably spreads the 
tax burden within that group 
than does a property tax.”

Mr. Hope said that while a 
business tax would be of great 
value for Vancouver, Victoria 
and other urban areas, it 
“wouldn’t amount to very much 
in the rural municipalities.” He 
said that trade license fees in 
his area ranged from $15 to $30 
per year while a business tax at 
10 per cent of the rental value of 
premises occupied by businesses 
would provide about $18 a year 
per business more. “It,, would | 
only mean $2,000 to $3,000 a year ;

Criticizes Roads Open Debate On Japs
E. F. Rowland, C.C.F., Omineca, 

charged In the B.C. Legislature 
Monday that money lor roads] 
was not being spent wisely or 
lalrly In his district 
' He told how one oi the best 
sections of road In an area had 
been made into a mudhole, un- 
passable by motor vehicles other 
than jeeps, how works depart­
ment crews continued to spend a 
greater part of their time filling 
potholes with gravel, only to have 
the potholes there again the next

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch has laid the groundwork 
for a full-fledged debate In the 
B.C. Legislature on the question 
of rights of Japanese-Canadlans

The C.C.F. leader has given 
notice that he will move a re­
solution "that this House is of 
the opinion that no discrimina­
tion should be recognized by 
the government, either in law 
or contract, against any Canadian 
citizen because of color, religion 
or land of racial origin.”

Some time ago the government 
announced that the question of 
banning Japanese-Canadlans from 
working on Crown timber lands, 
done through contract, would be 
placed before the Legislature. 
The ban, in effect since 1902, 
was superseded by federal gov­
ernment order during the war 
and was to be reimposed this 
year by the Provincial govern­
ment.

First mention of a provindally 
imposed retail sales tax to help 
meet soaring Provincial govern­
ment expenditures was made to­

day afternoon by A. R. 
MâcDoufcali, Coalition member 
for Vancouver-Potot Grey.

Last Friday Premier Byron 
Johnson had warned that the 
province would have to find new
sources of revenue \o meet sky­
rocketing costs of government, day, how ' a short railway to 

portage boats between two lakes 
had to be rebuilt because the car 
was a different

but he did not mention trie retail 
sales tax, which has been advo-. 
cated by the Union of B.C. Muni­
cipalities and talked of consider­
ably outgde of the Legislature

gauge from 
the tracks, and how Provincial 
government equipment was used 
on side roads leading to sawmills 
when the main joads were in 
greater need of attention.

Mr. Rowland said there were 
1,200 miles of roads to his con­
stituency and they were getting 
in a little poorer condition each 
year.

At the same time the C.C.F. 
member called on the govern­
ment to include machinery for 
breaking land with its land- 
clearing teams, claiming that the 
farmers in his riding had been 
unable to

MMI

Anscomb Next Week
Will Tell Of Aid
For Municipalities Auto Insurance Cutberg, Royal Commission on 

provincial - municipal financial 
relations. The Legislature last 
year approved legislation giving 
municipalities power to levy a 
business tax but the municipali­
ties offered the retail sales tax as 
an alternative.

Mr. MacDougall, a member of 
the Progressive Conservative 
faction of the Coalition adminis­
tration, said that he hoped the] 
new source of revenue would ] 
take the form of a retail salM 
tax, which would bring In 
expanding revenue based onl 
increased population and the] 
prosperity of the whole province.]
OPPOSITION FORESEEN

"I know that there has been 
and probably will be considerable 
opposition voiced to the imposi­
tion of a retail sales tax,” he 
continued. "A great deal of It 
comes from the very sources who 
are constantly badgering the ] 
government for increased social 
service and social assistance 
grants.

"If the money is not there how 
do these people think it Is to be 
found? Admittedly it must be 
found and the only question is 
what is the fairest and most 
likely way in which to find it.”

He said 26 states of the U.S. 
and one .province impose retail 
sales taxes now, and the imposi­
tion was not resented and pro­
vided indispensable revenues.

■T venture to suggest that if! 
the tax is imposed and yields a 
satisfactory amount, and other 
existing taxes do not increase, 
the people of this province within 
a year or two of its imposition 
will be well satisfied and would 
not wish to drop the tax and 
revert to any other form of taxa­
tion," he said, adding that he1 
was not impressed with the 
argument that a tax of this 
nature fell more heavily on the’ 
man of small income than on the, 
affluent.
NO GRADUATED TAX

A three-man delegation of the 
Union of B.C. "Municipalities to­
day was given the assurance of Due, Saÿs Member

The B.C. Legislature Monday 
heard suggestions that insurance 
companies, because of the 
province's highway responsibility 
plan which came into effect 
March 1, had done a trenmendous 
business and it was time they 
reduced their rates.

The suggestion came from I 
A. C. Hope, Coalition, Delta, who | 
said Saskatchewan might have 
something in its government j 
operated insurance business, fptj 
the rate was $6 compared to $lï ' 
or $23 here.

"Someone ought to tip someone 
off,” he said. "If they can’t bring ! 
their rates down, rd be one IJj! 
suggest other changes.”

the provincial cabinet that the] 
provincial government’s plans to I 
help out municipalities would be I 
announced next week by Finance I 
Minister Herbert Anscomb in his | 
budget address in the B.C. Legis- j 
lature.

The delegation had sought I 
some undertaking from the pro-1 
vlndal cabinet on what the as-1 
sis tance would be, but again I 
failed to get it. Previously the 
union officials had attempted a 
showdown with the cabinet on 
what it was going to do to aid] 
the municipalities.

The delegation held firm that 
the province should impose a 
retail sales tax, the greater part 
of 2 per cent of It going to the] 
municipalities to help relieve 
rising costs of education and 
social services. The cabinet de­
clined to indicate whether or not 

- the sales tax would be imposed.
Members of the delegation 

were Mayor W. M. Mott of New 
Westminster, president of the 
U.B.CM., Mayor Percy George 
of Victoria, first vice-president, 
and R. R. F. Sewell, secretary- 
treasurer of the U.B.C.M.

much of the 
recently cleared land because 
there was no equipment avail­
able to break it

Another- Advocate
For Sweepstakes

Sweepstakes were again advo­
cated in the B.C. Legislature 
Monday as a source of revenue 
to help finance hospitals. The 
demand came from E. F. Row- 
lând, C.C.F., Orqineca.

Mr. Rowland told of the diffi­
culties of keeping a.20-bed hos­
pital going in his constituency 
and said that invariably dis­
cussions on how to raise money 
for the hospital came around to 
sweepstakes.
.He recalled that 10 years ago 

the House had unanimously en­
dorsed a resolution approving

To See Submissions
Opposition Leader Harold. 

Winch, who since Premier Byt 
[Johnson announced the three-ci 
I boost in gasoline prices 1 
January has been trying 
secure the submissions of the 
companies to the Coal « 
Petroleum Control Board and 
submissions of the board to 
government, Monday told 
B.C. Legislature the Premier s 
going to let him see them.

Mr. Winch had filed notice c 
motion calling on the goverom 
to make a return. He asked t 
it be withdrawn, because he 1 
secured the _assurance of

had been received.
Mr. Rowland said he was all 

in favor of sweepstakes for hos­
pitals until a hospitalization

Province Rent Control 
Advocated By Winch

Provincial legislation to con­
trol rents 'will be urged by Op­
position Leader Harold E. 
Winch, who has given notice of 
a resolution calling for this leg­
islation.

Mr. Winch said in the notice of 
his resolution that "Commercial 
tenants reasonably expect to 
have legislation protection from 
extortionate rental

Interior Members
:ak Wednesday Premier.

Members from the interior 
Will again hold the spotlight in 
the provincial Legislature here 
Wednesday.

Continuing the debate on the 
Speech from the Throne will be 
C. W. Morrow, Coalition North

increases” 
Federal Finance Minister 
U had indicated that tips 
nces can cars of

few wtj.vm;. M Nil : m'.m liU
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(Financial Yardstick Needed 
iFor Cities, Members Claim 'ne Woman’s. Da’

A. C. Hope, who has had 15 
years’ experience In municipal 
affairs in the Fraser Valley, sug­
gested Monday that the time had 
arrived not for the municipali­
ties, as Premier Byron Johnson 
had suggested, but for the 
Provincial government to put its 
house In order.

Mr. Hope spoke In the Legis­
lature during the Throne Speech 
debate and referred to the state­
ment of the Premier last Friday.

A Coalition government mem­
ber for Delta, Mr. Hope said the 
only part of the Goldenberg 
recommendations not imple­
mented by the municipalities was 
the business tax proposal. Yet 
the province had not implemented 
the section dealing with main­
tenance by the province of 
arterial highways in municipali­
ties and he believed it was un­
likely the province would do any­
thing about the highways this 
year.

He said some taxpayers it) 
unorganized sections of the 
province had claimed that their 
tax bills had risen 600 per cent, 
yet he had found they had only 
risen to $10 or $15.

While municipal taxes had 
risen by $5,000,000 in the past 20 
years and Provincial government 
grants had risen by approxi­
mately a like amount, taxes 
collected in unorganized areas 
had fallen from $3,261,700 In 1926 
to $2,800,000 in 1946.

Mr. Hope suggested that if the 
Provincial government had fol­
lowed the advice of the Union of 
B.C. Municipalities five years ago 
they would not have the current

problem of school taxes. He I 
advocated that no more com-1 
missions be appointed, but rather I 
committees of the union and I 
members of the municipal affairs I 
department, and that the School I 
Act and the Municipal Acts I 
should be redrafted, not by a[ 
commission but by a committee.

A. R. MacDougall, Coalition, I 
Vancouver-Point Grey, said "there I 
must be an immediate adjust-1 
ment between the federal, provin- [ 
dal and municipal entities in the I 
Canadian body politic.” He said I 
if there 'is going to be finality I 
between the province and the! 
municipalities, assistance given I 
municipalities must be baseyi on I 
some yard stick which will enable I 
those municipalities reasonably I 
to anticipate an expanding source I 
of revenue as the province itself I 
grows and prospers.

(Says Price Control Lifting] 
Might Solve Gas Problem

The suggestion that perhaps 
I the simplest and happiest solu­
tion to British Columbia’s gaso­
line problem was the removal of 
price controls, was made here 
Monday by A. R. MacDougall, 
Coalition member of the Legis- 

I lature for Vancouver-Point Grey 
A Vancouver barrister, Mr, 

I MacDougall, during the Throne 
Speech debate in the Provindal 
Legislature, said he had not 
made up his mind/ but If he had 
anything to do with the decision 
he would be sorely tempted at 
least to toy with the idea of 
removing all controls and restor­
ing the sale of gasoline to the 
principle of allowing competition 

I to set the price.

I many oil companies operating in 
I this province,” he said, “so then 
Ils nothing in the nature of aj 
I monopoly. “That being so, the! 
I situation should correct itself] 
I besides extracting the Coal a<
| Petroleum Control Board from 
| the invidious position of ha’
■to

Is proper, not only for the indus-1 
try as a whole, but for that com- [ 
pany or the other, because there I 
is a wide discrepancy between | 
their operations.”

Mr. MacDougall said he was I 
aware this .might lead to a com-1 
bine but that could be dealt with! 
under federal laws. He sug-1 
gested that the operations of the! 
Coal and Petroleum Control! 
Board be suspended, and the! 
cabinet be given power to rein-1 
state the board at any time when! 
It was necessary In the interests | 
of the public.

"This I know, and know full I 
well,” he said, “and that is that I 
the problem is an important one I 
if tourists are not to be driven! 
from the state and if the pro-1

"It so happens that there are vincial exchequer is not to lose I
•from the situation with which we | 
are«now confronted.”

By NANCY HODGES
TALK AND TIMEWELL, HERE WE ARE

«

members will present their views

back in session again and the 
annual talk-fest has started. During the next few weeks, 

vs on a variety of subjects 
ranging from cabbages to kings, with an occasional excursion 
into the field of shoes, ships and sealing-wax.

I always find it interesting to watch the galleries, especially 
in the early days of the Legislature when public interest is still 
ifresh.

Although the acoustics of the Chamber have been much 
improved since the installation of the loud-speaker system, it 
still hasn’t done away with the difficulty of hearing those 
who wander from the “mike," or who speak too quickly. 
MURMURS AND MUMBLING

WITH THE RESULT THAT old gentlemen—and old ladles, 
too—can be seen cupping their ears in an effort to hear 
the murmurs from below.
Failing to do so, they sometimes stalk out indignantly, 

feeling done out of their rights as a voter by such mumblings, 
as one elderly gallerylte expressed it the other day.

But the debate is yet only in its opening stages—that Is,
If one can really call it a debate. When I recall the days 
of the Oliver regime and "Honest John's” heated arguments 
with leader of the Opposition Bowser, it seems that the 
days of real debate are dead.

Instead of fire and crossfire, exchange and banter, repartee 
and reproaches, today's debates—with occasional exceptions— 
devolve into a succession of speeches. And I am fully 
conscious of my own shortcomings!
ELSEWHERE AS WELL
cTHE SAME CRITICISM, it is true, applies to other parlia- 

■* mentary bodies. Two members—or more—may deal with 
the same subject, each stating his—or her—case with complete 
disregard of what the other has said.

This robs debate of the discussion which is one of the 
most stimulating and enlightening features. It Is by the 
Interplay of ideas, the pooling or divergent opinions, that gg 
democracy best functions.

When debate degenerates into a mere parade of prepared 
speeches it tends to lose its vitality, and instead of proceeding 
apace, slows down to what Macbeth describes:

“Creeps in this petty pace from day to day until the 
last syllable of recorded time.”

TIME AND TIDE
CREAKING OF RECORDED TIME, reminds me of another 

weakness of present-day parliamentary debate as practised 
in this province—and elsewhere.

That is the growing tendency to lengthy speeches. From 
time to time the matter of a time limit has been broached, 
but nothing has been done about it. Presumably everyone 
thinks the Implied criticism refers only to the mythical 
George.

In the British House of Commons, the matter has been 
solved by allocating a certain number of days to each debate.
That time is then divided among the various parties, with 
the result that thç whole discussion is got rid of in three 
or four days, leaving time for the real business.
WOT, 40 MINUTES!
TN OTTAWA, MEMBERS are limited to 40 minutes. But 
1 there is nothing to prevent our local legislators going on 
for hours. Some of them do! And I am not speaking of 
ministers who should have that privilege.

Being a woman, I am naturally given to brevity. That* 
why I think there is sound sense in what the Peterboro (Ont) 
Examiner said a few years ago:

"We do not think that they know how long 40 minute» Is.
An act of Hamlet or King Lear can be played in 40 minute».
All but a very few of the world’» great aymphonle» can be played 
within 40 minute». Mr. Churchill or Mr. Roo»evelt could review 
several month» of war In 40 minute». But a member of the legis­
lature feel» himself cramped If he I», aUowed only 40 minute» 
to express himself on a matter of provincial Importance.
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Member Voices PleaMembers Tell Legislature 
Of North Country’s Wealth

imber Complains
For Small LoggersOf 'Watered Liquor1

British Columbia’s small log­
ging and sawmill operators "are 
out on a limb and the Forest 
Act is cutting it off," A. B. 
Ritchie, Coalition government 
member for Salmon Arm, told 
the B.C. Legislature Tuesday.

He called on Lands and 
Forests Minister E. T. Kenney to 
introduce amendments to the 
Forest Act to assure the small 
mill operator and truck logger 
he will be able to carry on.

“When they are through cut­
ting on their present sales they 
have had it,” he said, adding they 
were doing a good job clearing 
up isolated patches ot matured 
timber with which large oper­
ators would not be bothered.

Mr. Ritchie foresaw a two­
fold purpose for irrigation pro­
jects in his district. He said that 
they could give water to the

Ever try a "Kennedy’s pop- 
side ?" According to W. D. 
Smith, Coalition member ot the 
Legislature for the northern Atlln 

i constituency, it’s all right.
Mr. Smith Tuesday afternoon 

told the House that while the 
hardy, hard-drinking residents ot

hospitalization, and told ot the! 
cost ot these services in his con-! 
stituency. To get specialized care I 
it was necessary to go to White- 
horse and Vancouver.

He criticized the raising oil 
trophy fees for big game, since] 
some hunters in the Cassiar dis­
trict of his riding had no warning 
of it until they came back from 
the hunt.

In the westerly route for 
another Alaska Highway, Mr. 

I Smith saw the answer tor dreams 
| of tourists since they would then 
I be able to make a circular route! 
8 north over the westerly route and 
I return by the present Alaska 
! Highway.
I PRESSING NEED 
| "In view of the present world 
I situation, this road and feeder 
8 branches into the Alaska border 
I is of pressing need," he said, 

adding that it would open up the 
coalfield and

River; W. D. Smith, Coalition, 
Atlln, and W. H. Brett, C.C.F., 
Prince Rupert

In the longest of the three 
speeches, all made during the 
Throne Speech debate, Mr. 
Corsbie argued that Peace River 
coal resources should be 
developed to help make Canada 
more self-sustaining in coal needs. 
While admitting Pennsylvania 
could probably supply Ontario's 
coal needs more cheaply than the 
Peace River district, the youth­
ful member suggested the Peace 
River should supply Seattle and 
other U.S. industrial cities of the 
west.

"‘nils would mean a saving ot 
many millions of dollars spent on 
American imports in one year, 
which is well worth thinking 
about,” he said.

"We have the coal, lots ot it. 
It is just as good as any that can 
be found elsewhere and is just 
as close and In lots of cases 
closer to American markets than 
most other deposits of good coal."

He suggested also that the oil 
resources ot the Peace River dis­
trict should be developed to help 
relieve Canada of its huge bill 

| for gasoline from U.S.
Mr. Corsbie said that a lot ot 

British Columbians seem to think 
that all B.C. consists of was a 
few big cities, Vancouver Island 
and the Fraser Valley while 
Prince George was actually just 
about the centre ot the province 
and many of the world’s great 
industrial cities were located on 
the same or a more northerly 
latitude than Dawson Creek. He 
named Glasgow, Edinburgh, Oslo, 
Stockholm, Leningrad, Moscow, 
Riga, Dvlnsk.

"Urns in respect of the rest ot 
the world we are far from being 
what you might call the far 

I north,” he said. “There is also 
no reason why the northern half 
of the province cannot become an 
industrial area with a population 
comparable to other places on 

! the same latitude in the world.”
! WORST ROADS THERE

Mr. Corsbie claimed that the 
rpads of his constituency were 
the worst of the province and 
called on the Provincial govern­
ment to build a road to connect 

! with the Alberta road to the B.C. 
i boundary. He noted tbst there 
was a 15-mile stretch ot dirt road 
which persons using the Alaska] 
Highway would have to travel. '

the Atlin district resented having B B 
to pay $150 to $160 per ton ; 
freight on watered liquor, the 8 , 
extreme cold last winter brought p | 
to light the fact that no longer h | 
can a lonely trapper or prospec- K * 
tor carry a bottle of liquor on the B 
trail from which to have a "nip" n- ; 
at the end of a hard day.

"The alcohol content is so low ]g | 
that the stuff freezes, breaks the ifc | 
bottle and is lost,” he said.

He then told how one fellow 11 
fortunately found his frozen j g
bottle before the contents had 
thawed. He removed all the 
broken glass and then licked the 
frozen liquor, “to his complete 
enjoyment." He called it "Ken­
nedy s popsicle," after the chair-

lands that require it and help 
stop the flooding ot the lowerGround Hog 

thousands of acres of first-class! 
agricultural land, and large! 
sections of heavy timber.

He said many citizens of Atlin I 
also felt that the B.C. govern-1 
ment should proceed with the I 
construction of the B.C. part otjj 
a highway to link Atlln and thee 
Alaska Highway at Jake’s! 
Comer, in the Yukon.

He told of mining development! 
In the Alice Arm area, saying! 
mining there had taken "on a! 
new lease of life with the better! 
price for metals.”

Mr. Brett urged the B.C. Power I 
Commission to take over the I 
Northern B.C. Power Company I 
so that consumers “could be I 
given the kind of service they I 
are looking tor and, at the same I 
time, have the satisfaction of I 
knowing that the profits from j] 
the operation were being used for 1 
the benefit of the people of the a 
province instead of going to the] 
shareholders In eastern Canada] 
and the United States." He said] 
there was also a demand for an§ 
extension ot services not nowl 
receiving power.

He also asked the government 
to see if it could do something! 
about the high rates airline com- j 
panies charge for mercy flights 
in that area.

"The charge for such a service 
seems to be out of all proportion 
to the distance and time in­
volved," he said, adding that It 
appeared there was nothing local 
authorities or the companies 
could do as the rates were set by

Fraser River which had caused 
much damage at times. He sug­
gested the projects should be 
undertaken by the federal gov­
ernment under the Prairie Farm] 
Rehabilitation Act

He contended that automobile! 
Insurance rates were too high! 
and that the farmer who travel! 
only 2,000 miles a year pays fan 
too much.

The government was asked tq 
give consideration to providing 
cost-of-living bonuses for thosl 
receiving mothers’ allowance! 
and other social allowances.

Speakldg ot education costs hi 
said “the municipalities arl 
carrying the straw that broke till 
camel’s back.” He told how il 
one of the municipalities in hil 
constituency school taxes hal 
risen from $14,000 in 1946 tl 
$34,000 In 1948,

across each other’s territory hit 
the Atlin riding hard for there
was no express service and most 
of the district was situated be­
hind the Alaska panhandle.

‘and I dom 
think the councils have any in 
tention of passing them.”

Wants Ottawa To 
Form Coast Guard

W. H. Brett, C.C.F.

Bill To Increase 
Fees Of Witnesses

Amendments to the Summarj 
Convictions Act, introduced Is 
the B.C. Legislature Tuesday 
provide for a doubling of wit 
ness fees and increasing thi 
allowance for witnesses and in 
terpreters traveling to a trial.

The legislation was introduce! 
by Attorney-General Gordon S 
Wlsmer and provides for wit 
nesses to receive $3 for each daj 
attending trial and to receive a 
cents per mile for mileag 
traveled to trial. The previom 
mileage charge was $15.

While the $2.50 per half daj 
fee is continued for interpreters 
the mileage allowance is in 
creased the same as for wil 
nesses and interpreters will Ii 
the future be able to charge id 
actual tiding expenses wheJ 
away from ordinary place of real 
dence. These expenses can nd

. Prince 
Rupert, Tuesday in the B.C. Leg- 
‘s'ature cahed on the Provincial 
government to press for the 
establishment by the federal gov­
ernment ot a coast guard service.

"I fully realize that this Is a 
federal responsibility," he said, 
“but it is not good enough for us 
to sit back placidly and say it is 
up to the federal government; 
and it is not up to us to do 
anything about it We must 
press upon Ottawa the serious, 
ness of the situation.

| "It is a sad commentary, in-ln Nanaimo River deed, on oup present line of rea­
soning to hear a minister of the 
federal cabinet say that the cost

He also protested the 
rise in the cost of gasoline; 
out against the sales tax pit

Lands and Forests Minister E. 
T. Kenney, replying to a question 

~ - Guthrie, C.C.F., Cow- 
/castle, told the RC. 
re Tuesday that the estl- 

tied amount of power avail- 
le In the Nanaimo River was

of such a service would be out 
of proportion to the need and to 
realize that the value of human

increase Provincial
it revenues; expressed lchan-1

ment that no ves Is being commuted In terms 
I dollars and cents.”
He suggested that if the cost of 
le service is such an Important

exceed $5 per day.
water rigi ictor, surely some scheme 

» worked out in coniuz 
1th the navy or the fishepi
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Suggests Study Of 
Milk Distribution

J. H. Corsbie, C.C.F., Peace 
River, told the B.C. Legislature 
Tuesday that milk prices should 
go no higher, yet some way mutt 
be found so that the farmer is 
able to carry on his operations in 
an economically sound manner.

"The conclusion that one would 
come to Is that if all distribution 
was carried out by one agency, 
more money could be returned to 
the producer," he said. “This 
would come about by the elimi­
nation of a considerable amount 
of duplication that exists today."

Mr. Corsbie offered the follow­
ing suggestions::

1. Set up a dairy pool às a I 
central distribution agency.

2. -Enlarge the milk board to^™ 
distribute milk or encourage mu­
nicipalities to do the distributing.

3. Get a free freight policy on 
[feed.
I The speaker saw little likeli- 
I hood of the government taking 

action on either suggestions 1 or 
2 and therefore offered number 3, 
along with the suggestion that a 
thorough investigation of distri­
bution costs should be made by 
the government aimed at reduc­
ing them,

I Mr$. Rolston Speaks 
jin House Thursday

Mrs. Tilly Rolston, Coalition, I 
I Vancouver-Point Grey, will ad-1 
I joum the debate on the Speech I 
| from the Throne In the B.C. Leg-1 
islature this afternoon and will I 
be the first of three speakers to | 
participate in the debate Thurs-1

I day*I Also speaking will be A. J. J 
I Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver East, I 
I and H. J. Welch, Coalition, j 
1 Comox.
| The debate on the Speech from I 
I the Throne is expected to con-1 
|j tinue until Wednesday or, Thurs- j 

day of next week. It will be fol-1 
gl lowed by Finance Minister Her-1 
I bert Anscomb’s budget address.

[Member Asks Inquiry Intel 
I Gas Companies’ Overhead

An investigation of the over­
head expenses of some B.C. oil 
companies was urged in the B.C. 
Legislature Wednesday by W. J. 
Johnson, Coalition, Revelstoke.

"We have been told that the 
oil companies have furnished 
evidence that some are doing 
business at a loss," he said. “I am 
of the opinion that in many in­
stances the overhead is too high 
for what business is done, and 
this should be investigated.”

While endorsing the govern­
ment’s highway responsibility 
plan, saying it would give pro­
tection against reckless and 
drunken drivers, he suggested 
that British Columbians were 
paying too much for too little 
protection.

Mr. Johnson recommended to 
the government the amendments 
to the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act suggested by the railway 
brotherhoods, and told the gov­
ernment that good roads, suffi­
cient gasoline, good camps or n 
other ■ suitable accommodation | 
with good meals at reasonable I 
prices, coupled with courteous | 
service, were necessary to in­
crease the tourist trade. Send the 
tourists away satisfied and you 
have good advertisers, he said.

George
■■■■■■■

iSees Prince 
As Largest City 

lOf Interior B.C.
John Mclnnis, C.C.F., Fort I 

I George, thinks that Prince I 
I George will become the largest I 
I city of the interior and Wednes-1 
I day in the B.C. Legislature he I 
I told the Provincial government I 
I what it should do to make this | 
I possible.
I Like many another up-country I 
I member who has taken part to I 
I date in the debate on the Speech I 
I from the Throne, Mr. Mclnnis | 
1 told of the highway needs of his I 
I constituency.

With 4,000 cars of lumber | 
I shipped out of Prince George, 
land most of it hauled to rail- 
I head over the highways, morel 
I money was needed to maintain I 
[these roads, he said. Trucks now | 
| were carrying heavier loads tlten j 
[intended when the roads wera| 
[built.

He expressed dissatisfaction I 
I that no work had been done last I 
I year on the road from Sinclair I 
| Mills to McBride. This road, he 
I pointed out would permit tour-1 
| ists at Jasper to go through to | 
| Prince George and Prince Ru-1 
[pert.
I Mr. Mclnnis devoted the bulk I 
[of his address to an analysis of j 
| the capitalistic system and what | 
I he called democratic 
I claiming that the march through- j 

ut the world was away from I 
jltallsm. He read of a report | 
i cartels, and said if : 

this report they 
again speak of free enter-1

did, however, say , 
recognition should t 

to teachers and

classes 50 to 75 per cent large^ 
than the recognized standard, j 

He claimed that there was 
no need for the government 
supervised secret ballot for strike 
votes, suggesting the votes taken | 
In many of the unions were just 
as honest as those taken by the 
government In elections.

Says Medical Men 
Overload Hospitals 
To Lighten Visits

' Ï!

Province Accused 
Of Unloading Tax 
On Municipalities

C. W. Morrow, Coalition, 
North Vancouver, told the B.C. 
Legislature Wednesday that the 
municipalities were shouldering 
the burden for the provincial 
government’s school tax relief 
for unorganized territories.

"The municipalities find they 
cannot collect for school pur­
poses in the unorganized districts 
on the basis of 1946 assessments 
and the government refuses to 
allow the municipalities to make 
any change in their mode of fi­
nancing to help the situation," he 
said. “This means in effect that 
the cities not the government are 
giving the relief to the unor­
ganized districts."

The member noted that taxes 
In Vernon were twice those of 
Oak Bay.

He reiterated his plea made 
last year for the Provincial gov­
ernment to pay magistrate'» 
salaries and urged that a super­
annuation scheme for magis­
trates be instituted.

Urging the government to irri­
gate 2,000 acres in the Vernon 
area, he said it would be a cal­
amity to allow this and other 
great areas to dry up when they 
could be brought into service for] 
people in Europe, hungry for 
fruits and vegetables.

Again he asked the govern­
ment to build a road to Silver 
Star Park, 13 miles from Ver­
non. He mentioned the value of 
the park for skiing and as a 
tourist attraction.

Commending the increased ex­
penditures for the Game Branch, 
he said It would be necessary to 
spend even larger sums to main­
tain game birds and fish in the 
future.

The member expressed dis­
appointment that no mention had 
been made in the Speech from 
the Throne concerning a medical 
school at the University of B.C. 
He recommended that the gov­
ernment give the matter earnest 
consideration with the aim that 
an announcement would be forth­
coming from the university be­
fore the House prorogues,

W. J. Johnson, Coalition, I 
Revelstoke, complained in the1 
B.C. Legislature Wednesday that 
doctors were sending too many 
patients with minor ailments to 
Queen Victoria Hospital in Rev- 
elstoke.

A veteran of years of service 
as an engineer aboard C.P.R. 
mainline trains and a member 
of that hospital’s board of direc­
tors, Mr. Johnson told of the 
difficulties of the C.P.R. Em- 
ployees’ Medical Association and 
of the hospital. He suggested 
that doctors were keeping 
patients in the hospital because I 1 
it was easier for the doctor to [I 
visit them there than In their > ' 
homes.

Likewise, too many patients 
consider that they are not get­
ting a proper return on their 
Investment in the health scheme 
unless they receive greater value 
in hospital care than their con­
tributions. ,

Difficulties of the hospital at 
! Vernon were explained by C. W. 
u ■
I Morrow, Coalition, North Okan- g 
I agan, who charged that while the I 
| government would contribute I 
I only one-third of the cost of a I 

ne* hospital there, two-thirds oft 
the patients in tpe hospital came gj 
from unorganized territory. Mr. 
Morrow suggested that amènd- 
ments should be made to the 
Health Act to permit voters in a 
large health area, rather than in 
Vernon city, to vote on the capi­
tal cost of the hospital.

Mr. Morrow spoke out against 
a compulsory hospitalization 
scheme and urged the govern­
ment to try a scheme such as 
the Blue Cross with payments 
of say $1 per month for single 
men over 18 years and $1.50 per k 
month for married men. He 
weuld put those who did not |j 
come under such a scheme in afl 
position similar to those of | 
drivers who carried no automo­
bile insurance.

The member suggested half 
j the. people of the province would 
avail themselves of such a ser- 

5 vice but "you can’t force people 
■J to take out hospital insurance.”

; He asked members to recall what 
g happened to the Jimmy Jones- 
tax and the government that in­
stituted it

Wismer To Wind Up 
Debate On Tuesday

. Attorney-General and Labor 
1 Minister Gordon S. Wismer will | 
I wind up the debate on the Speech [ 
I from the Throne in the B.C. Leg-1 
I islature Tuesday night, if current I

C* s are followed, and Finance i 
ster Herbert Anscomb will I 

present his budget to the House [ 
Wednesday afternoon.

. Friday afternoon four speakers j 
I are scheduled to participate In I 
I the Throne Speech debate. They] I are J. H. Cates, Coalition, North | 
[Vancouver; Tom Uphill, Labor,| 
iFemle; Sam Guthrie, C'"’™
1 Cowlchan-Newcastle, and 
I dolph Harding, C.C.F.,
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C.C.F. Member flays rated as a promoter of Industrial 
peace, It had actually produced 

m Industrial dis-
FOB PROTECTION AT SEA
WITH THE SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED 

in the Legislature relative to the; lack 
ol protection afforded fishermen and other 
marine workers through the absence of a 
coast guard service on this coast, all British 
Columbians will agree. The toll exacted by 
the storms of the last few months is such 
that the deficiency has been disclosed in 
harsh terms.

the greatest 
harmony.

“It Is a serious matter," he 
said. ‘The I.C.A. Act is a tough 
baby.”

He warned that the psycho- 
logical factor must be con­
sidered, and advocated that the 
government supervised secret 
ballot be withdrawn.

For Autos In B.C,
British Columbia insurance 

companies will get a boost of

Some more effective rescue 
facilities than now exist are urgently re­
quired.

This does not imply that a coast guard 
could prevent every accident which occurs 
when seas run high. But It is intended to 
suggest that the men who contribute to 
the economic welfare of Canada in the 
fishing industry deserve more safeguards 
than they are now afforded.

The argument has been advanced in 
Ottawa that creation of a*coast guard would 
be prohibitively expensive. The point Is not 
without weight. On the other hand, could 
not existing marine services be extended to 
afford a higher degree of protection than 
now exists? As we have noted before in 
these columns, the fisheries branch Is ex­
panding, has several excellent craft and is 
staffed by capable men. Any representa­
tions British Columbia’s legislators may 
make to the Dominion Government to Im­
prove life-saving and rescue equipment on 
such vessels would be deeply appreciated by 

I the seaboard residents of this province.

Urges Early Start
On Medical School

Mrs. Tilly Rolston, Coalition, 
Vancouver-Point Grey, suggested 
that British Columbia, in falling 
to build a medical school, was 

I sponging on other medical 
schools.

She urged that some kind of 
medical school be started this 
year, as there were 150 to 20C| 
students now in second-year 
medical studies.

“I’m worried about these boys 
and girls,’’ she said. “If nothing 
is done this year they will pos­
sibly leave their chosen field.”

Mrs. Rolston said that B.C. 
medical students were being 
trained in medical schools In 
eastern universities, U.S., and 
even Chinese universities. She 
questioned how a health lnsur-l 
ance scheme could be carried out] 
without these young people asj 
doctors.

Mrs. Rolston’s plea for a| 
medical school was seconded by I

The fact that Attorney-General 
Ôordson S. VVIsmer had made 
arrangements with the insurance 
companies to meet any awards 
from the unsatisfied judgment 
fund, “indicates that they both 
must have felt guilty about foist­
ing this whole costly monstrosity
on the motorists,” he said.

“I consider the whole thing is 
fraudulent,” said Mr. Turner of 
the unsatisfied judgment fund, 
claiming that it only applied in 
the case of bodily Injuries or 
death and then only if the claim 
exceeded $100, and only after the
injured person had gone through 
the courts.

Mr. Wlsmer asked Mr. Turner 
how else but through the courts 
would awards be made. Mr. 
Turner said he wasn’t sure.

Mr. Turner went on to say that 
he understood only two awards
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had been made from the fund so 
far in Manitoba.

Mr. Wismer suggested that was 
because every one was covered 
with insurance.

Mr. Turner replied that 91 per 
cent of the possible victims were 
not covered.

"Are you serious?” asked Mr. 
Wlsmer.

“Yes.”
"I’d like to see the figures,” 

Said Mr. Wlsmer, pointing out 
that the scheme was not a com­
pensation scheme.

Page Boys Relieved Of School Dufies H. J. Welch, Coalition, Comox, 
who said he was hoping against 
hope that Education Minister 
W. T. Stralth would have an 
announcement to make on the 
subject.

Mrs. Rolston also pleaded that 
the Provincial government insti­
tute an immigration policy, say­
ing that she thought the govem-j 
ment should look to the United 
Kingdom for its immigrants and 
get its policy under way
immerijglely __
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Mr. Turner said he was aware 
of this but what B.C. needed was 
a compensation scheme such as 
that operated by the Saskatche­
wan government 

"Insurance Is one business 
which should rightfully be a 
public enterprise," he continued.

Logging Operators'
Aid Suggested In
Highway Planning

A plan to have logging in 
esta on the northern half of 
island assist in building the 
tension of the Island Hlght 
from Campbell River or J 
ward to Port Hardy was | 
sented to the B.C. Leglsla) 
Thursday by H. J. Welch, Ç 
ition, Comox.

Mr. Welch suggested t 
works department put local 
crews In the area to map out 
road, and then make arra? 
ments with the loggers Ql 
a ting in the area to put tfi 
roads, wherever possible, on 
site of the new location.

"In this way I am sure | 
the public works depart* 
would be able to complete a ■ 
from Victoria to Quatsino Sql 
in the not too distant future#

able for the bookmaker by the 
experience of the past. ... It Is 
parasitical."

to that
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First Legislative Committee Holds Meetingmoter of industrial 
actually produced 

Industrial dis-

irlous matter," he 
".A. Act Is a tough

that the psycho- 
r must be con- 
advocated that the 
supervised secret 
drawn.

■im

cal School
Rolston, Coalition, 

tint Grey, suggested 
Columbia, in tailing 
medical school, was 
in other medical

that some kind ot 
ool be started this 
ire were 150 to 20C1 
»w in second-year 
lies.
ied about these boys 
he said. “It nothing 
year they will pos­

their chosen field." 
iton said that B.C. 
udents were being 
medical schools In 

lversities, U.S., and 
se universities. She 
how a health insur- 
a could be carried out' 
>se young people aS|

The municipal altairs committee became the tirsl ot the Legislature's nine standing committees to 
get under way during the current session. On Thursday afternoon the committee met and named 
A. J. Hope, Coalition, Delta, chairman, and Thomas Love, Coalition, Grand Forks-Greenwood, secre­
tary, and arranged to meet the executive of the Union of B.C. Municipalities next Thursday morn­
ing. ’ Left to right: Seated—W. J. Johnson, Coalition, Revelstoke; Sam Guthrfë, C.C.F., Cowiehan- 
Newcastle; Mr. Hope, D. C. Brown, Coalition, Vancouver-Burrard; standing—W. A. C. Bennett, 
Coalition, South Okanagan; W. H. Brett, C.C.F., Prince Rupert; A. J. Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East; C. W. Morrow, Coalition, North Okanagan; Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, and Mr. Love.

lston's plea for a] 
100I was seconded by 
:h, Coalition, Comox, 
e was hoping against 

Education Minister 
aith would have an 
ent to make on the

Economically Unsound, Says 
Mrs. Tilly Rolston Of Sales Tax

Ottawa Neglectful
Welch Tells House

a woman’s advice to this govern-' 
ment should it be considering im­
posing such a tax—stop, look and 
| listen, because you’ll hear from

The B.C. Legislature, which 
Monday heard strong arguments 
in favor of a retail sales tax to 

coffers,

A get tough attitude with 
Ottawa was advocated for B.C. 
by H. J. Welch, Coalition, Comox, 
Thursday, who said in the B.C. 
Legislature "we are being alto­
gether too polite with Ottawa."

Mr. Welch was referring to the 
failure of Ottawa to implement 
Its Green Book proposals in con­
nection with its Dominion-pro­
vincial tax agreements.

"It Is my impression," he said 
"that we are being altogether 
too polite to Ottawa. As a busi­
ness man it strikes me that a 
contract is a contract on both 
sides, and my understanding is 
that as a reward for the province 
vacating the Income tax field the 
federal government would under 
take a very much greater amount 
of social assistance and hos- 
pi tala."

He said that B.C. should tell 
Ottawa in no uncertain terms 
that it expects them to fulfill 
their commitment» forthwith.

ston also pleaded that 
clal government inati- 
migration policy, say- 
ie thought the govern- swell the provincial 

Thursday heard this orn’ I 
taxation roundly condemned as 
unsound economically and polit-
iCa<5uDDort for the sales tax came I 

A R MacDougall, Coal- 
titon government member from! i ition 8 _ . i c’rpv Condemn-1
y^Ttox wlth aU stops out 
wL Mrs. Tilly R°l8t°n'
government 5iembS:th are pro-
ssrasssr " roi
stoTrS'sares'taxhitsJhe

W ‘"Z™ î'tiês Mlt
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pays the piper-," _ ................

the women of this province ini 
no uncertain manner.

"I'm opposed 100 per cent," 
she said.

Mrs. Rolston suggested B.C. 
should review the Dominion- 
provincial tax agreement, get 
more money out ot the forests.

Id look to the United 
or Its immigrants and 
> o 1 i c y under way

ig Operators

ay Planning

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Coalition, Yale, 
said Mrs. Rolston wasn’t the only 
one who thought so.

"You can't sugar-coat this 
bin,” said Mrs. Rolston. "Alberta 
had It for 10 years. Surely we 
can balance our budget here 
without the aid of this nuisance 
tax."

Brown, Winch Senior 
To Speak On Monday

Only two speakers are sched­
uled to take part in the debate 
on the Speech from the Throne 
on Monday afternoon in the B.C. 
Legislature.

They are both mainland me» 
bers, D. C. Brown, Coalition, 
Vancouver-Burrard, and E. E. 
Winch, father of the C.C.F. Op­
position Leader Harold E. Winch, 
who represents Burnaby.

"Would you have a graduated 
tax?" she asked. "What about 
the tourist trade. Will the nuis­
ance tax endear B.C. to the hearts 
of tourists??"

Mrs. Rolston said she had es­
timated that old-age pensioners

lblic works de] 
x able to complet 
Ictoria to Quatsir 
not too distant fu

would pay $1.35 of their $40 pen­
sion in the tax.

"I am sneaking today to give

JAiLUL
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Logger-M.LA. Suggests Tax 
For Sustaining Forest Yield
The only logger-member of the 

B.C. Legislature Thursday se­
verely criticized British Colum­
bia’s sustained yield forestry 
program, saying that the law In 
its present farm "is not in the 
best interests of the people of 
the province of British Columbia,

' nor the best interests of this gov­
ernment.”

The indictment was made by 
5 Herbert J. Welch, Coalition, 

Comox, who suggested that sus- 
‘ tained yield forestry should be 

I : undertaken by the government, 
j with mature timber being sold 

V to the logging concerns.
Mr. Welch, who operates a log- 

* glng concern on 17,000 acres of 
up-island land, admitted at the 
offset that what he was advo­
cating was a direct reversal of 
his statements to the B.C. Legis­
lature last year when laws to 
provide for sustained yield fores- 

* , try were passed.
Sg “I must raise my voice against 

the policy of alienating the pub- 
"V; lice inheritance in perpetuity by 

the sole decision of a minister 
vi of the Crown to selected con- 

Si cents,” he said, adding that he 
ï^sdid not like the word perpetuity.

"That is too long a time," he 
said. “Is it right that this Legis­
lature grant by selection to any 
one person or persons the right 
to the use of the growing lands 
of the province of British Colum­
bia in perpetuity?” he asked. "I 
feel that it Is not.”

| REFLECT ON GOVERNMENT 
He said that the lands and 

9 forests minister would be forced 
1 to make decisions beyond the 
‘ wisdom of Solomon, and that no 
j matter to what one citizen or 
i company he grants a manage- 
J ment license there will be a greet 
■ many citizens who are going to 
I be dissatisfied. He added that the 
I department would certainly be- 
| come highly bureaucratic, and 
3 that doubt and criticism of the 
j department's actions would re- 
Ij fleet against the government.

Mr. Welch agreed that per­
il petual yield was necessary, but 
i he said he believed that the p 
| pie who should be responsible, 

ncially and by logging 
| method, for the restocking of the 

were those who harvest 
he original crop.

He said that every logger, 
irge and small, working on 

i lands, should as a part of 
cost of his product pay a 

a to the Crown to provide for 
he restocking of Crown lands 

natural restocking Is not 
He added that he be- 

natural restocking can be 
1 by reasonable regulation 

ng with regard to leav- 
trees, and said that he 

that not one of the 
[ Us tract that has been 
has not been restocked

ing guaranteed by the Crown the 
continuity of the principle of 
competitive bidding for new ma­
terials.”

He suggested that by arbitrary 
grant of a perpetual yield con­
tract a company might use this 
contract to finance its develop, 
ment, and such a contract might 
have a very definite monetary 
value. He said he did not believe 
that public domain should be 

| used for the financing of private 
industry.
35c TAX URGED 

As a guarantee of reforesta- 
tlon on all lands logged here- 

| after, Mr. Welch suggested that 
| all loggers pay Into a reforesta­

tion fund, to be operated by the 
forestry department. He sug­
gested a levy of 25 cents per 
1,000 f.b.m. and said this would 

jj bring an income of about $1,- 
000,000.

“It is my belief that should 
the policy of forest management 
by and within the Crown be 
adopted, then the forest service 
would be able sooner than other­
wise, to initiate an overall sus­
tained yield program,” he said. 
"Should this involve a regulation 
of cut it would appear that it 
might thereby encourage greater 
utilization of the forest crop. 
This would be especially true in 
good times when prices are high 
and demand great.”

If the government were com­
mitted in the application for a 
sustained yield forestry unit for 
the proposed pulp mill at Dun­
can Bay, north of Campbell 
River, "it may be advisable to 
grant one or two more, but there, 

respectfully submit, it should 
stop, until such time as Its effect 
on the economy of the province 
has been carefully studied.'

Monthly Sweepstake 
Urged By Uphill 
Before Sales Tax

The House Friday heard Tom 
Uphill, lone Labor member from 
Femle, who probably has the 
ability to provoke more laughs 
and smiles than any other mem­
ber, but always throws in some 
Uphill wisdom.

The oldest member—he will be 
74 next June—who has also spent 
more time in the Legislature 
than any other member—he was 
first elected in 1920 and has won 
every election since—started his 
25 minutes’ address In a serious 
vein, calling on the government 

j to increase the pensions for the 
j aged, for retired civil servants, 
j for widows of men killed in in- 
j dustrial accidents, and for those 

receiving other social allowances. 
_ As in previous years Mr. Up- 
g hill recommended sweepstakes to 

the government, suggesting them 
as an alternative to the proposed 
sales tax to help finance the gov­
ernment.
SUGGESTS THREE-MAN 
BOARD

Mr. Uphill went further than 
in previous years, however, sug­
gesting a three-man board to ad­
minister the sweepstakes. His 
selection: Eamon de Valera, 
former premier of Eire; John

supervised strike vote clause in ; 
the Industrial Conciliation and ! 
Arbitration Act, 1947, was also ! 
recommended by Mr. Uphill. He 
warned that there was no way 
to stop strikes and unions re­
sented the supervision just as Hi 
much as the government caucus Ira 
would resent it if Harold H 
Pritchett or Harvey Murphy ■■ 
supervised their votes. Mr. 
Pritchett is district president of j 
the International Woodworkers J 
of America and Mr. Murphy is j 
regional director of the Inter­
national Union of Mine, Mill and j 
Smelter Workers.

Not long afterwards he ad­
mitted he "had run out of gas” 
and sat down.
■■■■I

Education Seen 
As Solution To 
Doukhobor Problem

Hart, former premier of B.C., 
and C. F. Moriarty, Victoria cor­
respondent for the Canadian 
Press.

Furthermore, Mr. Uphill sug- 
| gested, if Ottawa wouldn’t amend 

its laws concerning sweepstakes, 
British Columbia should proceed 
with its plan anyway, for 'Tm 
sure they would close their eyes."

A sweepstake a month was 
urged by Mr. Uphill, and he 
thought millions would be se­
cured through sale of tickets in 
the U.S.

Removal of the government

iThree Members Give Views! 
| On Keeping Milk Price Down

of three parties of to say, “otherwise there would be |

recognize this] 
and are perfectly 

lags

Members 
| the House told the Provincial 
8 government Friday how to keep 
| milk prices down.

J. H. Cates, Coalition, North 
I Vancouver, suggested a subsidy, 
B saying a further increase In the 
| price of milk might result in in- 
E creased costs for health services, 
j Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan- 
| Newcastle, said surely If the Do- I minion government could eon, 
I tinue to subsidize the steel in- I dustry it could continue to sub- 
■ sidlze feed grains. Tom Uphill, 
I lone Labor member, suggested 
I distribution costs should be 
I slashed by the government tab­
ling over the retailing of milk.

Mr. Cates reasoned as fol- 
| lows: A rise In the price of milk 
I would result In a reduction of 
| consumption, which would result 
| In less milk lor children, which 
| would result In poorer health of 

which would result In 
costs for health ser-

see the

a falling off of production.
Mr. Cates suggested the sub­

sidy should only be for a tem­
porary period—until costs came 
down to the point where the 
farmers could make money.

Mr. Guthrie spoke of the prob­
lem of the farmer, saying he 
didn’t know of a single young 
man on a farm between Cobble 
Hill and Nanaimo.

"I think I can tell the House 
how we can get cheaper milk,” 
he said, recommending the sub. ] 
sidy on feed grains and recall­
ing that these subsidies had been 
withdrawn soon after the end 
of the war while the subsidy 
steel continued.

Mr. Guthrie also recalled 
one-third of the people of 
were engaged in farming wh 
receiving but one-sixth of 1 
national Income.

Mr. Uphill, reporting that 
had seen milk wagons trou 
while going home 
morning, said he 
the present provincial 
- ’ - it take over r

Randolph Harding, C.C.F., 
Kaslo-Slocan, told the B.C. Legis­
lature Friday that any solution to 
British Columbia’s vexing Douk- 
houbor problem must of neces­
sity come along educational 
lines.

Outlining the problem of the 
Doukhobors from 1654, when 
the Introduction of a new prayer 
book in Russia created a religious 
controversy out of which the 
Doukhobor sects arose, Mr. 
Harding claimed that 1947 had 
been the worst year In B.C. his­
tory for parades and burnings, 
and claimed that many persons 
of the southern interior of the 
province lived in constant fear 
of losing their homes “for one 
never knows from day to day If 
our schools, bridges, ferries, will 
be there on the morrow.”

Recommending education as 
necessary to the solution of the 
problem, Mr. Harding said he 
believed also In a strict enforce­
ment of Canadian laws and that 
he believed nothing could be ac­
complished by relaxing regula­
tions in favor of any minority 
group.

Speaking, of the proposed 
reclamation project at Duck 
Lake In the southern interior, Mr. 
Harding said the area was the 
finest resting and feeding ground 
for ducks and geese in the whole 
province and that many hundreds 
of migratory water fowl used the 
area for a refuge during the 
migratory period.

Opposition to its drainage was 
province wide, he said, and came 
from game clubs, the game de­
partment In the US. and from 
other organized groups through­
out the country.

“Drainage of the lake would 
cause the water-fowl to converge 
on other feeding grounds where 
they would be more — 
hunted," he said.
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Province Boosts Royalties! 
On Crown Timber Land Cut
Substantial boosts in the P*p- 

vincial government’s royalties on 
timber cut on Crown lands, pro­
vision for the setting up of farm 
woodlots and plans for a $2,500,- 
000 revolving fund to assist log­
ging companies in building roads 
and bridges, are contained in 
amendments to the Forest Act 
introduced in the Provincial 
Legislature Friday.

The bill, a nine-page affair, 
which is the most important gov­
ernment legislation placed before 
the Legislature to date during 
the current session, was intro­
duced by Lands and Forest Min­
ister E. T. Kenney.

The increases in the royalties 
will increase the Provincial gov­
ernment’s revenue from forests 
by a considerable amount. The 
exact estimate of this increase 
will be announced by Finance 
Minister Herbert Anscomb next 
Wednesday in his budget ad­
dress.

In the Vancouver forest dis­
trict, which includes all Vancou­
ver Island and which produces 
more timber than any other dis­
trict of the province, the new 
royalties, per 1,000 f.b.m., with 
the previous royalties in brackets 

| following, are:
Fir, cedar, spruce and pine— 

i Grade 1, $3 ($2); Grade 2, $2 
I ($1.50); Grade 3, $1 (75c).

Hemlock—Grade 1, $2 ($1.50);
I Grade 2, $1.50 ($1); Grade 3, $1 
I (75c).

The royalty to be paid on 
I shingle bolts is increased from 
50 to 75 cents per cord, while the 
royalty for ties is increased from 

12% cents to 4 cents each.
Under the amendments to the 

I act a bona-fide farmer who does 
not own any forest land or whose 
forest land is not capable of pro­
ducing 10,000 cubic feet of wood 

j per year, may have reserved l?y 
I the minister of lands and forests 
j an area of forest land not to 
I exceed 640 acres, or an area of 
S productive capacity of not move 
| than 10,000 cubic feet of wood 
l per year, or an area sufficient to j bring the combined capacities of 
I the farmer’s privately owned 
gland and the proposed additions j to 10,000 cubic feet per year.
| FARMERS’ WOOD LOTS

The bill provides that where I 
| an applicant farmer is possessed f 
j of privately owned forest lands, I j no farm woodlot license will be I 
I issued unless the privately owned I 
8 lands are combined with the I 
I Crown lands and the whole man-1 j aged as a unit.

The woodlot must be appurten-1 
I ant to the farm property and it I 
I may not be sold or transferred. I 
I Should the farm be disposed of, I 
I the woodlot will revert uncon-1 
I ditionally to the Crown, but the I 
I minister may re-allot the same | 
I woodlot to the new farmer.

It will be required that the I 
I woodlot lands shall be kept I 
I stocked with trees, shall be man- [ 
I aged for a perpetual yield, and! 
I the estimated yield harvested an- f 
Inually or periodically.

A deposit of $5Q is required at: 
i time the license for a wo

> license may!

creased per unit of materials] 
used to a maximum of $250.

The Crown will not collect land | 
tax or forest protection taxes on I 
the woodlots, but the licensee I 
will have to pay stumpage fees.] 

The amending bill has no pro-1 
vision for major changes in prin-1 
ciple on forest management | 
licenses, but does contain some | 
technical changes.

The $2,500,000 revolving fund] 
to be loaned to logging com-1 
panics for building» roads and 1 
bridges will be known as the | 
Forest Development Fund.

The fund "shall be used by the I 
minister at his discretion for the | 
building, or financing of build-1 
ing, of forest roads, road sys-l 
terns and bridges designed for I 
the better, more orderly or more I 
economical harvest of timber and I 
forest predicts in the interests] 
of sustained-yield forest manage- ] 
ment, and for the maintenance | 
and repair thereof,” says the | 
amending bill.

Itc is provided that the forest 1 
department may also use the | 
fund for the same purpose.

Provision is made for repay-1 
ment of the fund at a rate perl 
unit of timber or other forest | 
products carried over the road | 
or bridge built with the loan] 
from the fund. The Crown willl 
have a lien for the amount pay* r 
able and for all expenses of j 
seizure upon all engines, logging | 
plant, equipment, motor-vehicles I 
and material used in the oper-1 
atlon in connection with which | 

te road or bridge was used.

Member Advocates 
Grain Shipments 

I Through B.C. Ports
British Columbia should make I 

I representations to asure that a I 
I portion ol Canada’s huge grain I 
I shipments are routed through I 
I Pacific coast ports, J. H. Cates, I 
I Coalition, North Vancouver, told |
I the B.C. Legislature Friday.

While as much as 100,000,0001 
I bushels of grain had been I 

shipped through B.C. ports per I 
crop year, due to control it is I 
estimated shipments for the I 
194748 crop year will total only I 
35,000,000 to 38,000,000 bushels, |

I he said.
'When it is considered that I 

I each ocean vessel entering and I 
I loading in coast ports leaves an I 
I average of $20,000 for labor ser-1 
I vices, ships' stores, repairs and I 
I other incidentals, a loss of ships | 
I means a loss of revenue greatly I 
1 affecting the economy of our I 
I province when upwards of 7001 
I ocean vessels come here per I 
I year leaving approximately $14,-1 
I 000,000," he said.

Proprietor of a tug boat bus!
I ness, Mr. Cates said that grain I 
I was a complementary cargo to I 
I lumber and for economic ship-1 
ment of B.C.’s forest product 

1 overseas it was most dylrati 
> see grain routed through 
orts. He said a ship cam 

of grain in her lo 
r almost i
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ie could if her cargoluml .
consisted of lumber alone, and 
the grain brought greater sta­
bility.

He said that liners going 
through the Panama to Europe 
also liked grain for ballast and 
for fill-up cargo.

First Night Sitting 
Scheduled For Tonight

Hie B.C. Legislature will hold 
its first night sitting of the cur­
rent session tonight in an effort 
to wind up the debate on the 
Speech from the Throne in time 
to present the budget Wednes­
day.

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, is the first speaker sched­
uled for tonight's sitting. He will 
be followed by A. J. McDonell, 
Coalition, Vancouver-Centre.

Attorney General and Labor 
I Minister Gordon S. Wismer will 
! adjourn the debate tonight and is 
Ithe only speaker scheduled for 
Tuesday.

Guthrie Complains
Car Insurance Plan
Enriches Companies

British Columbia's highway 
responsibility plan, which came 
into effect the first of this month, 
was described in the B.C. Legis­
lature Friday by Sam Guthrie, 
C.C.F., Cowichan-Newcastle, as a 
scheme to enrich the Insurance 
companies rather than a scheme 
to help the people.

Mr. Guthrie said that the 
scheme looked very much like 
compulsory insurance to him and 
charged that insurance com­
panies were taking only good 
risks. He referred to two letters 
from Duncan old-age pensioners 
claiming they had been refused 
insurance by firms there.

"I don’t think they’d do that 
in Saskatchewan,’’ said the C.C.F. 
member. He compared rates for 
automobile Insurance in B.C. with 
those of Saskatchewan, finding 
them more than twice as high.

“The government could do it a 
good deal cheaper and better," 
he said.

Mr. Guthrie took the govern­
ment to task on several ques­
tions, including the Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 
1947. He said he had worked in 
the mines, in the woods and else­
where and had never seen a 
strike vote taken but in a man­
ner similar to a provincial elec­
tion. He said the ballot boxes 
were even similar.

He pleaded for the abolition of 
the means test for recipients of 
old-age pensions, for lowering of 
the age at which pensions could 
be received.

Turning to housing problems, 
Mr. Guthrie charged that Canada 
was lending money to European 
countries to get B.C. lumber to 
build homes there, yet B.C. 
nbeded that lumber.

The member contended that It 
was not the wages of the work­
men but the profits of the build­
ers which were forcing the cost 
of houses up. He quoted a group 
of statistics to support his con­
tention.

Charging that a steel cartel had 
prevented the establishment of 
a steel industry in British Col­
umbia, Mr. Guthrie suggested 
that the government, spending 
$30,000,000 on the development of 

I electric power should spend a tew 
million for a steel mill.

Mr. Guthrie found Soçtallsm as 
the answer to most of the prob­
lems he discussed but feared 
that he could not make the slight­
est Impression on the government 
members and that they would 
return next session with the 
same arguments for the “beloved 
free enterprise” system.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans‘- 
romb will present his budget
Wednesday,
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subsidy after July 1, and exten-

McDonnell ProposesSays Oil Companiession of the policy to grain-grow­
ing sections of B.C.

Arrangement by the govern­
ment for sufficient breaking 
outfits to plow land in the 
Vanderlioof area of Nechaco, 
district which had been cleared 
under the government land­
clearing project.

Alteration of forestry regula­
tions
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Strong argument for the estab 
lishment of an electric furnace 
steel mill drawing power from 
the John Hart Development at 
Campbell River were presented 
to the B.C. Legislature Monday 
night by A. J. McDonell, Coali­
tion, Vancouver Centre.

Operator of a foundry in Van­
couver, Mr. McDonell said that 
since the war price of coal and 
coke, used in tremendous quan­
tities in the blast furnace and 
open hearth processes of pro­
ducing steel, had doubled, but 
the price of electric power has 
not increased.

“That factor,” he said, “is what 
I believe makes possible the 
establishment of a basic iron and 
steel industry based on our native 
ores and produced by the elec­
trical furnace process at a cost 
that will be competative from 
now on with iron and steel pro­
duced in other parts of America 
by the blast furnace or open 

, hearth process."
Mr. McDonell said that deple­

tion of Iron deposits In Min­
nesota, source of ores for nearly 
all the steel mills in America, 
was another factor favoring the 
establishment of a steel mill in 
B.C. Ore from Labrador, being 
investigated as a new source oi 
iron, would cost a considerable 
sum more than that supplied 
from Minnesota, he said.

The member also pointed out 
that it was necessary to add a 
ton of scrap steel to each ton of 
ore put into a blast furnace and 
the cost of scrap steel had risen 
from $7 to $25 a ton. In the 
electric process it is not neces­
sary to add scrap steel.

The steel rolling mill in Van­
couver, expected to be in pro-

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, suggested in the B.C. 
Legislature Monday -that the 
government, rather than boost­
ing the price of gasoline, should 
merely have fixed a celling price 
so that the efficient refining 
companies could compete with 
the less efficient producers.

“What we are doing with the 
414-cent increase is subsidizing 
the efficient operation of the 
Imperial Oil,” he said, quoting 
statistics from the report of 
Touche & Co., chartered account­
ants employed by the Coal and 
Petroleum Control Board, which 
showed that with the 4 Vi -cent 
bopst Standard Oil would make 
a return on its capital after pro­
viding for taxes and other ex­
penses of 12.23 per cent; Shell

requiring win-rows of 
brush, roots and earth left by 
land-clearing machines to be cut 
Into 50-foot lengths before a per 
mit to burn Is granted. It was 
claimed too much work was 
involved.

Appointment of one or more 
weed inspectors for Nechaco 
district.

Active measures and more 
rigid enforcement of weed con­
trol by both the PubMc Works 
Department and rural munici­
palities in Shuswap-Okanagan

Oil 11.25 per cent and Imperial 
4.75 per cent.

The member said that judged 
by modern standards the loco 
plant of the Imperial Oil was 
outdated, while Shell had a new 
cracking plant and Standard had 
a relatively modern plant.

I With a 3.2-cent increase Stan­
dard could have made 8.87 per 
cent on capital, Shell 7.04 per 
ctnt and Imperial would have 
broken even, he said, continuing 
to draw his information from the 
Touche A Co. report.

Premier Byron Johnson inter­
rupted Mr. Gargrave to suggest 

I that the problem was the import- 
ling of gasoline.

Mr. Gargrave went on to say 
that he believed the oil com­
panies were trying to break the 
present control of the petroleum 
industry and they would win this 
if the government continued to 
baby them along.

“The present action is but an­
other example of this govern­
ment’s capitulation to big busi­
ness Interests,” he said.

Mr. Gargrave

Continued bounties on pre­
datory animals, with an increased 
staff of predatory animal hunters 
and provision of a game fund 
in connection with both matters.

Resolutions affecting the Lands 
and Forests Departments sought:

A forest conservation program 
for the Peace River district.

Assumption of greater respon­
sibility by the department in 
regulating and controlling all 
matters pertaining to grazing and 
range improvement in the East 
Kootenay district, particularly in 
the Cranbrook grazing area.

Removal of charges on re­
verted government lands, so as 
to be open for pre-emption.

A Provincial government sur­
vey of all water sheds in the 
Okanagan Valley, and adjacent 
areas, with a view to taking over 
all irrigation systems in the 
Okanagan and putting more land 
under cultivation, allotting water 
supplies and equaulizlng rates, 
also ditching and flood control, 
and that every effort be made 
to enlist the Dominion govern­
ment’s assistance along the lines 
of the Prairie Farm Rehabilita­
tion Act.

Resolutions affecting the de­
partment of1 public works 
sought:

A traffic bridge across the 
North Thompson River in the 
immediate vicinity of Little Fort

A bridge across the Kis- 
katinaw River between Sunset 
Prairie and Sunrise Valley.

Removal of brush along the 
sides of highways.

Installation of power equip­
ment to spray roadsides to kill

C.C.F. Member Says Close DebElectors Misled In
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The B.C. Government deliber­
ately misled voters in the Saan­
ich and' Cariboo by-elections, by 
falling to tell what he called the 
province’s awful financial mess, 
Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, said in the B.C. Leglsla-

juicy crumbs for which they] 
jumped. Brother, what you 
wouldn’t do to get one seit Is 
nobody’s business.”

He also charged that announce- 
“ments of money to be spent on 
various projects before the House 
met "were close to bribery,” and 
that the government tn its Jap­
anese stand had made a “dis­
graceful exhibition of racial an­
tagonism.”

The government, he said, with 
the largest revenues ever received 
by a B.C. government was now 
broke and had to find new 
sources of revenue.

| ‘]We were assured by the Wlz- ...... modgrty

!■■! _ also con­
tended that the oil companies 
were deliberately producing 
more fuel oil because they can 
make greater profit on this than 
gasoline.

He reported that in 1946 out­
put of fuel oil by the plants of 
three companies was as follows: 
Imperial 44.95 per cent, Standard 
59.47 per cent, and Shell 54.86 
per cent. During the same year 
output of gasoline was as fol­
lows: Imperial 33.41 per cent,' 
Standard 28.86 per cent and 
Shell 28.76 per cent

Prices of fuel oil, he said, were 
not controlled and the consum­
ers were paying double what 
they were a few years ago.

years, will need to augment its 
supply of scrap steel by basic 
steel billets and thus offers s' 
market for the products of the 
proposed basic iron and Steel 
industry. X

He added that whUe it was 
not possible to produce steel 
and iron by the blast furnace or 
open hearth process economically 
in quantities of less than 250

ard of Ireland, __ ______
Mother Hubbard (former Pre­
mier John Hart), that the tax 
agreements (with Ottawa) would 
bring financial stability for 
years.” he continued. “Now we 
find Ottawa was just a little too 
smart for us, even for this great

market for thatnoxious weeds. *
Completion of the unfinished 

portion of the Jasper-Prince 
George link of the Northern 
Trans-Canada route.

Better roads in the Shuswap- 
Okanagan district.

Completion of the Fort SL 
John cut off commencing at Sun­
set Prairie and running north to

luantlt;

variety of to]financial wizard."
Mr. Hart jumped up at this

ooint to remind that his deal with 
Ottawa had resulted in Saskat­
chewan getting another $2,000,- 
000 In its Dominion-Provincial 
agreement.

“We’ve got to be frank enough 
to-admit we didn’t make a very

Hmpmh
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New M.L.A, Take Seats TodayM.LA. Blames Moscow Clique
For Many Illegal B.C. Strikes

must keep on their toes In com­
bating this menace.

"The Communists arc spend­
ing In B.C. alone very large sums 
of money annually In propaganda 
and Red literature for one pur­
pose only, and that Is to destroy 
our democratic and free enter­
prise way of life," he said. 
"Please let us get this into our 
heads, that the Communists, by 
Trojan horse and cunning 
methods, are worming their way 
Into our basic institutions for the 
kill and we are not doing very 
much about It.”

He said the objective was to 
set up a world Soviet order.

Speaking of the Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 
1947, Mr. Brown said that he 
believed It was In the best In­
terests of the workers, manage­
ment and the public to have a 
secret government supervised 
strike ballot if conciliation of 
labor disputes fails.

‘To my mind it Is ridiculous 
to allege that this government is 
incapable of carrying out or ad­
ministering its duty hj this con­
nection,” he said. !

If the truth were known many 
of the Illegal strikes in B.C. have 
been promoted by the Kremlin 
clique In Moscow, through Stalin 
agents operating on the Pacific 
coast, D.C. Brown, Coalition, 
Vancouver-Burrard, told the B.C. 
Legislature Monday afternoon.

"The curious fact about it all 
Is that here In Canada we allow 
Communists to attack our sys­
tem, our leaders and our gov­
ernment, excite strikes and cause 
all sorts of turmoil and trouble, 
actions for which we would be 
shot or sent to a concentration 
camp i If committed In Russia,” 
said the member, In the most 
violent attack on Communism 
here In the House during the 
current session.

MT. Brown suggested that labor 
unions with proven Communists 
in charge of their affairs should 
be given little or no recognition 
by the Labor Relations Board 
and should not be permitted to 
use Its facilities. He said Com­
munism was democracy's number 
one enemy, and the time had 
come when those who love liberty 
must -peak out against It, and
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Two new Coalition members of the Provincial Legisla­
ture as they were sworn in at 11.30 this morning. Left 
is R. S. Stuart Yates, Clerk of the House; Arthur J. R. 
Ash, centre, Saanich Coalition member, and Walter 

Hogg, Coalition member for the Cariboo.
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Amendment Eases Only Blind Persons
Restrictions On May Use White Canesall governing bodies particularly Physicians Funds Use of white canes by persons 

other than the blind will be made 
unlawful in British Columbia by 
a bill introduced in the B.C. 
Legislature Monday by Provin­
cial Secretary George S. Pearson.
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Provincial Secretary . George 
Is. Pearson Monday introduced in j 
the B.C. Legislature legislation 
to ease the restrictions on the 
purse of the B.C. Medical Asso-1 
elation.

Amendments to the Medical i 
Act will give the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons power 
to use its funds tç assist mem­
bers, and members of their 
families; to advance scientific 
knowledge or medical education; 
for any purpose related to the 
practice of medicine, surgery or 
mid wifery, or to promote the ob­
jects of the college.

Amendments to the Industrial 
School for Boys Act and the In­
dustrial School for Girls Act, 
also introduced by Mr. Pearson, 
as health and welfare minister, 
provide for the superintendent

Takes Seat Next WeekClose Debate On 
Speech From Throne

The debate on the Speech from 
the Throne, which has occupied 
the House since the day follow­
ing the March 2 opening, was

The bill provides for a* fine of | 
up to $25 for persons convicted 
under the act.

For purposes of the bet a blind 
person is one described as a per­
son registered as blind by the 
Canadian National Institute for 
the Blind, one in receipt of a pen-Attorney-General and Labor 

Minister Gordon S. Wismer was 
the last government speaker in 
the debate which saw all 10 mem­
bers of the C.C.F. Party and 14 
government members, Including 
Premier Johnson and Mr. Wis­
mer, taking part.

The C.C.F. opposition attack on 
the government during the de­
bate was wound up Monday night 
by Herbert Gargrave, Mackenzie, 
whip of the C.C.F. Last private 
member to speak was A. J. Mc- 

iDqnell, Vancouver Centre, a gov- 
(.eminent member.
I The motion, moved by Mrs. 
I Nancy Hodges, Coalition, Vic- 
jtoria, that “We, His Majesty’s i most dutiful subjects, the Legis­
lative. Assembly of British Co- 
j lurnbia, In session assembled, beg 
1 leave to thank Your Honor for 
I the gracious speech which Your 
I Honor has addressed to us at the 
I opening of the present session,” 
I was finally put after Mr, Wls- 
j iner’s speech.
I _ -A.1- J.Lntn In 4Wnni.Afl.

sion for blindness under the Old 
Age Pensions Act or one who ha* 
been certified by a medical prac­
titioner or an optometrist as 
having not more than 6/60 vision 
in the better eye after correc­
tion with glasses. .

Age Limit Cut For 
Nurses In Training

of child welfare to recommend 
admission of boys and girls to 
these schools.

Minor amendments to the 
Trust Companies Act and the 
the Jubilee Hospital Amendment 
Act, 1894, were also introduced 

Minister Herbert

British Columbia, in an effort 
to encourage girls to enter the 
nursing profession, will lower 
the age limit for admittance to 
nursing schools from 19 to 18.

Provision for this is made In 
an amendment to the Registered 
Nurses Act introduced in the 
B.C. Legislature Monday by 
Health and Welfare Minister 
George S. Pearson. The educa- 
cational requirement, university 
entrance,

the first time during the cur­
rent session on Wednesday, the 
Legislature was told Monday 
afternoon.

HI since shortly after the ad­
journment of the last session last 
April, Dr. Weir, who represents j 
Vancouver-Burrard constituency, 
relinquished the education port­
folio to W. T. Straith.

D. C. Brown, Vancouver-Bur­
rard, told the House that Dr. 
Weir, if he is able to effect his 
present plans, will be In the 
House to hear Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscomb present bis 
budget.
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by Finance 
Anscomb and Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
Victoria M.L.A., respectively.

Wants More Control 
Of Cars At Schools or its equivalent, is 

maintained.
Amendment of the act will per­

mit the average girl to go 
directly into a nursing school on 
completion of her high school. 
As the act now stands the aver­
age girl has to wait a year be­
fore admittance.

A new system of traffic regu­
lations for school zones was 
recommended to the B.C. govern­
ment in the legislature Monday 
afternoon.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 
urged the abolition of the present 
all-day 15 m.p.h. traffic rule for 
school zones and clamping the 
control on school zones only dur­
ing hours when the children were! 
not in the classrooms. He sug-l 
gected the control then should 
be more rigid than at the present

While the debate is theoreti­
cally confined to the statements 
in the Speech from the Throne, 
the speakers ranged over a wide
variety of topics.

.
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I Ten members of the advisory bqard of Farmers’ Institutes for B.C. are in session at the Parliament Jff 
j Buildings today screening more than 100 resolutions from various institutes in preparation for pre- ™ 
I senting them to the legislative agricultural committee. Shown in session are, left.to right, seated: A. B.

Smith, Cranbrook; A. H. Pepper, loco; William Harrison, Kamloops, board president; W. J. Bonavia,
I Victoria, secretary; J. Woodburn, Salmon Arm, vice-president; E. Greenlee, Canim Lake; and Kenneth 
I Wallace, Boswell; standing, T. E. Gerhardi, Fort Fraser; George Brandon, Talkwa; A. R. Hiscock,
I Victoria; Ted Dunn, Peace River, and L. W. Johnson, Vancouver, superintendent of Farmers’ Insti­

tutes for the Provincial government. 
WÊÊÊÊÊÊKfÊÊHItUKÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊmiÊKÊÊmÊÊm

C.C.F. Members HoUyResent 
Charges Of Union Until l-r.r.

:

A. J. McDonell, Coalition, Van­
couver Centre, with C.CJ". Oppo­
sition Leader Harold E. Winch 
protesting and Mr. Speaker Car-

E|5 son’s b e 11 clanging, Monday enterprize and bring about a
night told the B.C. Legislature 
that a second coalition of the 

| Labor Progressive Party and the 
C.C.F., had been lormed in B.C.

The member suggested Mr. 
Winch no longer represented the 
C.C.F. but the new coalition, 
alter an invitation had been 
issued by Mr. Winch in a Van­
couver address.

Then the short-lived llreworks 
began.

“Don't be silly,’’ said E. E. 
Winch, lather ol the opposition 
leader who represents Burnaby.

Opposition Leader Winch rose 
to say that Mr. McDonell was 
"absolutely and positively in­
correct.”

“There never has been any In­
vitation," he said. “There never 
has been any understanding be­
tween the C.C.F. and L.P.P. 
There isn’t now and there never 
will be.”

Mr. McDonell tried to continue 
only to be halted by the Speaker's 
bell. He was asked to accept 
Mr. Winch’s statement.

“I said at the outset I was 
stating lacts Irom my own 
knowledge," he continued.

"He must accept that state­
ment,” replied Mr. Winch.

"I suggest the Hon. Mem 
bee’s . . .

Again he was halted by the 
bell and told he cannot place an 
Interpretation on what a member
said.

He accepted Mr. Winch’s state-
- it

Later he quoted Mr. Winch as 
saying that “we must tight with 
every means with our power to 
wipe out capitalism and private

ft . •

Farmers' Institute Advisory Board Meets Here

ms.

Sales Tax Equitable, Says 
Vancouver-Burrard Member

Further support lor a provin-"] The member said that it the

National Socialistic state."
"I never made any such state­

ment in my life,” said Opposition 
Leader Winch.

“He made It that night In my 
hearing,” replied Mr. McDonell.

"Make allowance for senility," 
counselled the elder Winch.

Again Mr. McDonell Will 
forced by Mr. Speaker to accept | 
the denial.

dal sales tax from the Progres­
sive Conservative wing of the 
Coalition government was given 
In the B.C. Legislature Monday 
afternoon by D. C. Brown, mem­
ber for Vancouver-Burrard.

But Mr. Brown said that if 
the government did Institute a 
sales tax there must be à defin­
ite and unconditional provision 
Incorporated In the act that not 
one red cent could be used fbr 
any purpose other than to help 
finance education and pay fbr 
the province’s share of sodal 
services. V

“The more I investigate the 
sales tax method of raising rev­
enue the more I become con- 
vinced that It Is an equitable 
and realistically fine and con­
tributory way of deriving needed 
revenue," said the member. “It 
certainly Is in keeping with the 
ability to pay Idea, and that i* 
of paramount Importance.

Mr. Brown, however, eon- j 
tended that there was no argu- 1 
ment that the cost of social ser- j 
vices largely should be borne by | 
the federal government, es- 
peclally when its budget sur­
pluses are running Into hundreds 
of millions of dollars annually.

“It Is their responsibility and 
"ttawa knows that they have 
:ot to give us a better deal In

I this regard," be said, suggesting 
the sales tax If the Provincial 
ovemment is forced to tap new 

of revenue after the 
1 administration has paid

cost of living Is going to level 
off at Its current level, old age 
pensions will have to be In­
creased under a contributory 
scheme of some kind, allowances 
for unemployable persons, 
mothers and children In need and 
the blind will have to be revised.

He suggested that if Ottawa 
does not do something shortly 
about the urgent need for health 
Insurance, the Provincial govern­
ment will have to make a start 
on some contributory plan. He , 
warned that excuses would not j 
he tolerated any longer.
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Winch Advocates 
Medical Clinics To 
Treat Drug Addicts

Establishment of legalized | 
medical clinics to treat chronic 
narcotic addicts with administ­
ering minimum amounts of 
drugs was advocated in the 
Legislature Monday by E.
Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, who 
ported he had won further sup­
port for this plan from members 
of the B.C. medical profession.

Reporting that he had found 
support of 16 of 17 Victoria 
doctors replying to a question­
naire he had sent out on his 
suggestion previously, Mr. 
Winch told the House Monday 
he had outlined his plan to 900 j 
doctors throughout the province. 
Two hundred and fifty-five had 
expressed approval of his pro­
posal while 70 had opposed it.

Mr. Winch also queried doctors 
concerning their opinion to the 
suggestion that a hospital should j 
be established for the treatment m 
of narcotic addicts with a view | 
to their rehabilitation. This won 
the support of 352 doctors, 
while 21 opposed the suggestion, 
he said.

He urged that treatment of 
these addicts should be placed 
in the hands of the medical and 
educational professions.

"Keep the Department of Jus­
tice out of the jails," he urged. 
"Their job, so far as it belongs 
anywhere, should finish at the 
gate.”

Mr. Winch said that 200 of the 
doctors he queried had made 
additional comments, and he 
read some of them to the House,
A majority of them expressed 
strong approval of his plans. 
BEADS REPORTS 

Most of Mr. Winch's iddress 
was devoted to reading of 
various reports on the problem 
of narcotic addiction.

He brought out the following 
information: That narcotic ad­
diction costs Vancouver $1,000,- 
000 a year; that 10 per cent of 
the commitments to Oakalla 
nrlson farm were addicts; that 
59 per cent of the 52 addicts 
investigated In an R.C.M.P. in­
quiry were found to be of Brit­
ish extraction; that two out of 
three of these were first arrested 
at the average age of just below 
17 years, well before they started 
to use drugs; over half of them 
started using drugs at the aver­
age age of 17; that the price of 
opium on the street was now $10 
to $12 a grain, compared with 
$20 in 1945.

Mr. Winch also read from a 
book which said that In England 
narcotie addicts could receive 
narcotics from doctors, and there 
was leas addiction there than 
in the U.S.

If doctors were permitted to 
give narcotics to narcotic ad­
dicts, Mr. Winch contended the 
drug peddler would disappear, 
new addicts 'would be speedily 
discovered and treatment would 
be easier. The necessity of 
cotic addicts to steal and kill 
to get narcotics would be elim­
inated.
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Municipalities To Get
Third Of $12,000,000,
(Says Anscomb In Budget

larly where the increased costs not including education, was 
slightly more than $20,000,000— 
almost as much as the total 
revenue the Tolmie government 
at one time had to run the entire 
province.

The British Columbia government shortly will levy a 
8 per cent retail sales tax which will draw an estimated 
$12,000,000 out of the pockets of taxpayers, Finance 
Minister Herbert Anscomb announced this afternoon in the 
B.O. Legislature.

Municipalities will get $4,000,000 from the sales tax 
revenues.

In his second budget address, which calls for a revenue 
of $77,616,309 and expenditures of $77,449,869, leaving a 
surplus of $166,440, Mr. Anscomb said there was no alter­
native bnt to levy the sales tax.

“It is my intention to recommend to this House," he 
said, “that liberal exemptions be granted from the tax for 
food for human consumption.

“While this will seriously impair our revenue from the 
tax, it meets, in a large measure, the objection that the 
lower income group bears a disproportionate share of the 
burden.”
After one-third of the tax has if the people as well as n< 

been apportioned among the capital continue to come to B 
municipalities as special aid, the at the present rate,” he said, 
balance of the $12,000,000 will go Mr. Anscomb noted, apparon 
to carry a substantial portion of answering municipal officii 
provincial social service and old- who had claimed that the mu 
age pension costs, the minister cipalities deserved more th 
said. one-third of the 3 per cent ti

What exemptions the govern- that based solely on populati 
ment will grant In the sales tax the collection within municl] 
will not be announced until the areas at i per cent would amot 
bill to provide for its levy Is to about $9,000,000, but to assu: 
introduced in the House. that all sales made within

“The amount of the tax is municipal area were of artic 
anticipated to grow In volume for use therein* would be "a m 
from year to year, particularly erroneous assumption."

of social services make greater 
revenue necessary," he said, 
noting that 24 states of the US. 
and two provinces of Canada 
have sales taxes.

15% Of Revenue For Debt Charge
Some of the highlights of the 

speech follow:
1. 1948-49 debt charges will 

require only 14.7 peg cent of 
total revenue, compared with 21.3 
during present fiscal year.

2. Costs of revenue productive 
services, such as mines,, roads, 
forest, will rise from $7,000,000 
to $17,500,000.

3. Cost of general government 
services, including direct special 
municipal aid, up from $8,800,000 
to $15,700,000.

4. $1,100,000 will be distributed 
as special aid to rural school 
districts to relieve tax burdens.

5. Province's surplus of assets 
over liabilities $75,050,558 last 
March 31.

6. Provincial net debt reduced 
by $10,242,377 to $122,406,186 on 
Dec. 31, 1947.

7. Issues maturing during 1948 
and early 1949 will be repaid 
from sinlÿng funds.

8. Province in strongest posh

10. Belief expressed peak of 
inflationary spiral apparently not 
yet reached.

11. Increases in timber royal­
ties expected to bring $900,000.

12. $9,370,000 required for road 
maintenance compared with 
$4,280,000 spent during 1945-46.

13. Expenditures on capital 
account for highways and 
bridges will total $9,900,000, 
coming from loans and revenue 
surplus.

14. $2,750,000 "to be spent on 
steel and concrete bridges out of 
existing loan acts.

15. $1,000,000 will be set aside 
from a new loan act for public 
works equipment.

16. P.G.E. borrowing powers 
will be increased by $5,000,000.

17. The province will borrow 
$2,500,000 for revolving fund for 
forestry roads program for 
industry.

18. Ottawa called on to hold 
another Dominion provincial con­
ference to implement social 
security proposals.

19. Municipalities will receive 
total of $17,988,000 from province 
during next fiscal year.

20. B.C. Power Commission 
expects to spend $11,000,000 for 
power development or acquisition 
of existing plants.
Further budget details on Page 
Seven.

50% Return For Municipalities
Considering that a great deal 

of heavy machinery and equip­
ment would be purchased within 
municipalities but utilized out­
side such areas and that the 
tax on such should not equitably 
be considered a municipal share, 
“we will find that the proposed 
grant of $4,000,000 rather than 
being but one-third of the total 
is approximately 50 per cent of 
the return from sales within such 
municipal areas,” he said.

The minister emphasized that 
the prime reason for the imposi­
tion of the sales tax was the 

burden of social

Questions concerning how the 
tax will be administered, whether 
by a token system or exempting 
minor purchases, were not 
answered by Mr. Anscomb.

The budget address, which 
contained upwards of 16,000 
words and was 65 pages to 
extent, ,1s on all counts the 
greatest ever read in the B.C. 
Legislature. The expenditure of 
$77,500,000 this year compares 
with the budget appropriations 
of less than $59,000,000 tor the 
current fiscal year which will end 
March 31

Actual expenditures during the 
current fiscal year, however, are 
expected to total $65,674,000, he 
reported.

Mr. Anscomb noted that the

tion in so far as debt concerned, 
with net debt per capita reduced

Winch To Open Debate 
On Budget Thur$day

The budget debate, with C.C.F. 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch leading off, will get under­
way in the B.C. Legislature 
Thursday following the presenta­
tion of the budget address today

increasing

“Over a period of the last 15 
ears there has been a rather 
msiderable revision in the 
linking with regard to this tax,

Finance
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Provincial Debt 
Down $10,242,377; 
Now $116 Per Head

Finance Minister Herbert I 
Anscomb, reporting a decrease I 
In the net debt ol the province I 
by $10,242,377 during 1947, told I 
the B.C. Legislature today that! 
at no time during the past 301 
years was the province In as I 
strong a position as today In | 
respect to Its public debt.

While the net debt decreased! 
to $122,406,186, the gross debt I 
rose to $165,702,639, by $7,536,460.1 
The net debt Is secured by sub-j 
tractlng from the gross debt sink- i 
Ing funds held by the province, I 
amounting to $24,296,472, and the j 
amount of debt Incurred for the]
B.C. Power Commission which Is | 
deemed self-liquidating. This Is] 
$18,000,000.

Of the gross debt $106,197,8591 
Is payable In Canada only; ! 
$7,275,000 payable In sterling I 
only; $48,229,800 In securities | 
carrying Canada and United | 
States payment clauses 1 and | 
$4,000,000 payable In Canada, | 
New York and London.

The average Interest rate was I 
3.44 per cent and $5,696,676 was | 
required to pay the Interest In I 
1947.

The minister said that $1,000,0001 
In 25-year debentures and 1 
$2,000,000 in bonds which wlll| 
mature during the coming fiscal | 
year would be repaid, It was | 
hoped, from sinking funds.

On Dec. 15 last the province I 
sold $5,000,000 worth of five-year I 
debentures with a coupon rate of [ 
:.5 per cent at a cost to the| 
irovlnce of 2.56_ per cent.

IT FAVORABLE TERMS 
"I- would like to point out," he I 
Id, that at no time In the his-F 

:ory of the province was a sale! 
ade on as favorable terms as| 
it on Dec. 15."

He warned, however, that it I 
|was extremely doubtful that | 
similar rates would be obtainable I 
In the future.

Full carrying charges on the! 
public debt now require less than | 
15 per cent of the province’s total | 
revenue Instead of 30 per cent] 
and more payable but a few years | 
ago. While in 1941 the gross debt I 
required an Interest service 1 
[charge of $6,886,279, the debt at] 
the end of 1947 required only! 
$5,696,676.
$11621* PER CAPITA 

The per capita net debt has] 
ten lowered from $177.74 In 19411 

■J $116.58 In 1947, while the per] 
taplta Interest rate has beenl 
owered from $8.42 to $5.43.

He said that tremendous I 
.capital expenditures for public] 
[buildings, roads, power develop-] 
nent, schools and other projects] 
vould be required In the not dis- ] 

_ant future and that If $50,000,000] 
were borrowed it would c 

0,000 a year to service 
s for the liquidation of I 

debt.
A rise of $3^23,550 to $24,2 
; sinking funds during the ; 

r was reported, and 
government made 
provision ' of sii "
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Presents Biggest On All Counts

Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb this afternoon read his second ! 
| budget address In the B.C. Legislature. With upwards of 16,000 j 
f word in the address and with appropriations of $77,500,000 asked to I 
] carry on the services of government, the budget was on all counts | 

the greatest In the history ol the province.

■

B.C. Should Start 
Anew On School Tax, |

I Says Cmdr. Beard
The Legislature’s agriculture ]

I committee was told today that ]
I the Provincial government would ]
I probably have to “start afresh"
| on school tax measures.
I The statement was made by I 
| Cmdr. C. T. Beard, Coalition, Es-1 
] qulmalt, to the committee, of j 
j which he Is secretary, after the] 
| committee liad heard protests ] 
1 from the advisory board of | 
|Farmers’ Institutes against the] 

burden of school costs in rural ] 
| areas.

“The Cameron Report sounded | 
I very fine, and the government, | 
| in Its lack of knowledge, impie-1 
| mented It," said Cmdr. Beard. | 
I “Now It has got out of control. | 
| You are Just repeating what we | 
I as members are all trying to I 
| tell the cabinet.”
| The delegation said farmers | 
| and ranchers couldn’t support | 
| the burden of the school taxes, I 
| multiplied several times, in some | 
| areas, without an additional | 
| benefit In school service.

The burden must not be taken j 
[off unorganized areas and placed] 
| on Organized districts, warns'
| James Woodburn, Okanagan del 
| gate, George Brandon, Skeen 
]sald there was a "kick s 
(throughout the province" on th 

tax problen

Increase Planned 
In Borrowing Power 

I For P.G.E. Railway
The B.C. government will ask I 

I the provincial Legislature during I 
| the current session to approve | 
| the borrowing of another $5,000,
1000 tor the provlnclally-owned ] 
] Pacific Great Eastern Railway.

Making this announcement to- ] 
I day In his budget address, I 
| Finance Minister Herbert Ans-1 
I comb said that much capital 
| work on the railway had been | 
I deferred during the war.

“As the borrowing authority I 
I is nearly exhausted and the re- j 
I quirements for- the next few j 
[years will be large," he said, It] 
[was proposed to recommend an] 
| amendment to a 1928 act to pro-1 
| vide an extra $5,000,000. He said | 
|it was proposed to spend in the] 
[neighborhood of $800,000 on cap-] 
I ital account of the company dur- [ 
| lng the next fiscal year.

The government has advanced! 
(the company a total of $105,733,-1 
1676 In principle, interest and| 
I discounts.

Review Of Contracts 
Costs $2,000,000

Contractors on big road proj­
ects and other undertakings of 
the provincial works depart­
ment will receive a total of more 
than $2,000,000 in excess of their 
original contracts.

The provincial government at 
the last session provided for a 
hearing to inquire into what ad­
ditional sums the contractors 
would need to carry on their 
projects, costs of which had been 
swollen by many factors.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans­
comb in his budget address to­
day disclosed this would cost the 
government an extra $2,000,000 
which would be taken from the 
$15,000,000 allotted to highways 
from revenue surpluses.

To Dispose 
Of Cify Hall Site 
Started On Way

A petition for a private bill to 
give Victoria authority to lease 
or sell its city hall site subject 

| to a plebiscite was received to­
day by the private bills commit­
tee of the Legislature.

The petition was accompanied 
by a filing fee of $300 and an 
additional $300 because of late 
filing. The committee, however, 
suspended the rules to receive 
the petition.

Fee for late filing can be re­
mitted later on special motion.

The committee also took the 
same action on a petition from 
the B.C. Automobile and General 
Insurance Comoanv of Vancou­
ver which also was late in filing 
Its application.

Petitions were also received 
from the city of Vancouver and 
to Incorporate the National 
Fidelity Insurance Company.

The committee chose C. W. 
Morrow, Coalition, North Okan­
agan. as chairman, and A. R. 
MacDougall, Coalition, Vancou 
ver-Foint Grey, as secretary.

Labor Board To Cost 
153,820 In 1948-49

British Columbia’s new Labor!
I Relations Board, a five-man | 

group charged with the adminis­
tration of the Industrial Con- ] 

I dilation and Arbitration Act, Is | 
[expected to cost the Provincial | 

government $53,820 during the | 
coming fiscal year.

This sum is provided for In] 
Finance Minister Anscomb’s bud- ] 
get. About half the sum will go] 
In salaries to the five —*
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•Restraint Urged 
iTo Halt Spiral

The people of British Columbia were warned today to 
do all they can to check inflation and to increase individual 
productivity.

The warning came in the budget address in the B.C. 
Legislature of Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb who said 
that during a period of inflation self-imposed restraint 
should be the watchword and that if the rise in prices were 
to continue normal safeguards would eventually vanish, 
hard-earned savings in monetary form would soon be eaten 
away, and even the bare essentials of life would be beyond 

?«« the reach of most.

No Strings On $4,000,000| 
Allotted To Municipalities

"We know definitely that the 
need for our goods and services 
Is enormous and that to supply 
that demand many years of 
Intense production would be 
required," he said. "We realize, 
however, that most of our poten­
tial customers require aid to re­
establish themselves as solvent 
traders and that Canada can only 
help in a limited way.

'We have the resources; we 
I know that the neetÿ of our cus­

tomers are vast; we hope for 
political stability In the countries 
we trade with. Let us make sure 
that we do not lose the greatest 
trade potential we ever had. . . . 
COULD BE GOOD Y3AB

"The year 1948 could be a good 
year, and British Columbia, being 
more favored than her sister 
provinces with respect to re­
sources and Industrial potential, 
could, therefore, Ajoy a rela­
tively greater measure of pros­
perity. Let us therefore strive 
for objective co-operation and 
endeavor based on sound, proven 
economic practices."

He warned that the economic 
picture was not particularly 
bright because of continued 
Inflation.

“A national survey of business 
nditions during 1947 reveals a 

year of great actvity and accom­
plishment," he said. "The con­
sideration of economic develop­
ments, however, suggests the 
possibility of critical times 
ahead.”

Encouraging factors In the 
national economic picture were:

1. Gross national production 
estimated at $13,000,000,000 in 
1947.

2. Industrial production show­
ing appreciable gains over the

lous year.
3. Employment at the highest 

level In history and unemploy­
ment at the lowest.

4. Value of agriculture pro­
duction substantially higher than 
in 1939 although 80 per cent less 
persons engaged in agriculture.

5. Since 1939 the number of 
persons engaged in manu­
facturing has almost doubled.

OH* RATIO
Anscomb sMd, the 

to Industry had

three persons working in indu» ■ 
try for every one in farming.

Facts on B.C.'s economic life 1 
were presented as follow^:

1. Industrial payroll, declining I 
slightly in 1944 and 1945, turned 
upwards in 1946, and preliminary ■ 
estimates indicate a new all-time H 
high was reached in 1947.

2. Retail sales Index has risen 
from 174.0 in 1944 to 250.5 In 
1947.

3. A marked increase has been 
recorded in the wholesale sales 
Index.

4. Sales of life insurance have H 
shown a marked rise.

5. Population has shown 
steady increase since 1944. fl 
reaching 1,044,000 in 1947. F

6. Railway freight loaded inm 
B.C. down in 1945 and 1946, is 
expected to show a large increase 
in 1947.

7. Bank debits have risen 
steadily.

8. Power consumption has 
shown spectacular growth.
STRENGTH INDICATED

"The business situation at the 
close of 1947 by all standard 
Indicators was one of consider­
able strength," he said. “In most 
cases demands were excessive in 
relation to production. . . . Thus 
there is no doubt but that 1M7 
was a year of great achieve­
ments.”

Mr. Anscomb also reviewed 
implications of the current aus­
terity dollar-saving program and 
of the Geneva trade agreements 
and said;

While admitting there were 
certain merits In the dollar- 
saving program, Mr. Anscomb 
said:

"One cannot escape the reflec­
tion . . . that much of the 
'austerity1 could have been pre­
vented had trading been based 
more closely on the real value 
of our dollar rather than on the 
dollar pegged artificially," he 
said. “One thing the austerity 
program will do is to hurt 
American and Canadian business, 
and in.my view an over-valued 
Canadian dollar prevents the 
influx of American dollars for 
investment.

“Any measures designed to act 
as temporary palliatives are apt 
to impair the long-term needs of 
both. Both Canada and the 
United States are so depe: ' 
on each others’ prosperity 
they should pursue most 

rally policies i 
ite coni

The $4,000,000 which the prov­
ince will grant to municipalities 
from its sales tax revenues will 
be given to the municipalities 
with no strings attached.

"It will be the responsibility of 
each of the municipalities to 
allocate its respective portion in 
that manner as will best meet 
its own requirements," said 
Finance Minister Anscomb in his 
budget address in the B.C. Legis­
lature today. “There will be no 
vestige of coercion as to where 
or how the money shall be 
spent.”

Mr. Anscomb pointed out that
H. Carl Goldenberg, who in­
quired into provincial-municipal 
financial relations, had recom­
mended important changes in 
municipal assessment, taxation 
and methods of administration.

'The province has provided 
whatever legal means were 
necessary, and It is now time 
for the municipalities to meet 
their own responsibilities,” he 
said.
GET $4,328,060

He reported that the govern­
ment in the last two sessions had 
increased municipal aid by $4,- 
328,000 through implementing 
the recommendations of the 
Cameron and Goldenberg in­
quiries. Direct grants and in­

direct aid in 1941-42 totaled $2,- 
965,449, compared with $17,988,- 
000 in 1948-49, he said.

"Surely no better evidence of 
generosity could be submitted," 
he said.

The finance minister said that 
the school building program 
throughout the province called 
tor the expenditure of $40,000,- 
000, of which the province would 
pay $20,000,000 — a program 
much greater in extent than 
could have been undertaken with­
out the province's aid.
LOANS NECESSARY

“It must be quite Obvious to 
everybody that a program of 
that sort cannot be financed by 
the province, as far as its share 
is concerned, out of current rev­
enue; and while we propose to 
earmark $4,000,000 for the imme­
diate present out of our revenue 
surplus account, from that time 
on, it will have to be financed 
by provincial loans,” he said.

Lacking up-to-date statistics on 
population, the government will 
distribute this sum among city 
and district municipalities on a 
basis of 1947 school population 
and estimated total municipal 
population. In villages the popu­
lation basis only will apply.

He said he would review this 
basis when the 1951 census 
figures were available.

i——É

Province To Press Ottawa 
For Further Conference

British Columbia will press in 
Ottawa for a further Dominlon- 
provincial conference to deal with 
social security measures "until 
we do receive what is our just 
and right return for the revenues 
we have handed to them,” Fin­
ance Minister Herbert Anscomb 
told the B.C. Legislature Wednes­
day,

Reviewing the Dominion-pro­
vincial tax agreement in his bud­
get address, the finance minister 
said it appeared to him there was 
conclusive evidence, that B.C.'s 
tax agreement was predicated on 
the definite understanding that 
the federal government would 
implement its promises with res­
pect to social security and public 
investment as soon as there were 
sufficient acceptances of the tax 
agreement.

'The language used 'that when 
a sufficient number of provinces 
had signed the agreement’ surely 
is clear enough," said Mr. An­
scomb, referring to the assurance 
given by Prime Minister King to 
former Premier John Hart. 
"Seven out of nine provinces have 
signed, and yet there has not 
been any Indication from the Do­
minion government that they 
propose to Implement their prom­
ises to our then premier.”

that he and 
Johnson were 

to take a very 
moment the

House adjourned to use every • 
effort and means possible to have 
a further conference.
SIGNED IN GOOD FAITH

“We signed the agreement in 
good faith, knowing full well that 
a goodly proportion of our 
people’s money would be used 
to aid other areas not so favored 
as British Columbia," he went on 
to say, “but we signed in the 
belief that the surrender value 
of our tax rights would be used 
essential’.- for the commoon I 
benefit of the provinces and their | 
respective municipalities; that I 
the pooling of these resources, I 
together with the provincial aid 
from the Dominion, would ensure I 
sufficient funds for adequate so­
cial security and social and health 
services and give material assis­
tance in the development of our] 
resources.

“I do not think there can be| 
any argument used against a 
further conference on the defini­
tion of “when a sufficient number 
of provinces have signed up,' 
he said.

British Columbia’s receipts un­
der the Dominion-provincial tax 
agreement during the coming fi» 
cal year have been calculated at 
*1,413,061 more than during the 
previous year, the total being 
$22,705,771. Growth in the popu­
lation and gross national product 
are responsible for this.



Appropriations Asked
Government Asks 
For $77,449,869

Finance Minister Herbert Anscomb this afternoon pre­
sented to the B.O. Legislature the greatest budget in the his­
tory of the province calling for expenditure of $77,449,869, 
$18,668,684 more than originally budgeted during the cur­
rent fiscal year and $31,134,676 more than the actual 
expenditures for the year ended March 31,1947.

Bevenue of the province for the coming fiscal year is 
estimated at $77,616,309, $18,700,000 higher than estimated 
for the current fiscal year. Main new sources of revenue 
ie the 8 per cent retail sales tax, but the government also 
hopes to receive $900,000 from increases in timber royalties 
contained in a bin introduced in the Legislature last week 
and $6,000,000 more from other revenue sources.

for rural school districts, and Trade and industry—$591,380,

High among the Increases anti­
cipated from levies which have 
been collected by the province 
for years is liquor profits. The 
government anticipates a 
$1,900,000 Increase in these 
during the next fiscal year.

The government also hopes to 
increase its collections from 
motor-vehicle revenue by 
$1,400,000, from land registry 
fees by $50,000, the Dominion 
tax agreement by $1,350,000, 
gasoline tax by $675,000, land 
«ales by $110,000, and timber 
sales by $500,000.
‘The sales tax, however, Is the 

only new form of taxation.
Mr. Anscomb outlined briefly 

as follows how the total expendi­
tures will be divided:

Public debt—$10,987,915, repre­
senting $364,689 more than anti­
cipated ' actual expenditures on 
this item for the current fiscal 
year and $703,007 more than esti­
mated for the current fiscal year. 
The main items of increase are 
$184,646 for borrowing; $5,000,000 
more for premium and exchange; 
4432,559 for additional sinking 
fund instalments, a good portion 
of which relate to borrowings on 
behalf of the Power Commission 
and Ultimately refundable to the 
province, and $80,800 more on 
account of redemption of serials 
ând other securities.

Agriculture—$790,070, up by 
$107420 over the current fiscal 
year’s estimate, the principal 
Increases being $42,680 for the 
livestock branch and $19,950 for 
district agriculturists.
* Attorney-General — $3,793,923, 

$193,000 over the current 
year's estimates, bulk of 
lease going to police pro- 
i and jails.

Ion—$12,981437, an in- 
,744,000, $1,100,000 of 

its

posed contribution from the sales | 
tax to municipalities.

Health and w e 1 f a r i 
$13,679,691, an Increase of I
$4,367,226 over main estimates I 
for the current year but a net I 
increase of only $1,461,226 over 1 
anticipated actual expenditures. I 
Additional funds are needed to I 
broaden the scope of health units, f 
the division of tuberculosis con­
trol and welfare services |
generally.

Labor—$384,685, up by $122,400,1 
most of which will go to general | 
office expenses, industrial con­
ciliation and arbitration and the| 
new Labor Relations Board.

Lands and forests—$5,425,565,1 
an increase of $1488,532 over I 
original appropriation for the I 
current fiscal year. Increases I 
include the following: $133,7601 
for the surveys branch; $45,6801 
for the water rights branch; 
$95,000 for surveys and maps; I 
$80,000 for the South Okanagan I 
project; $327,480 for forest ser-f 
vice; $400,000 for forest protec-1 
tion fund, and $107,600 for | 
provincial parks.

Mines—$585,180, increase of I 
$135480, including additional I 
sums for the inspection branch, I 
grants in aid of mining, roads, I 
iron and steel bounties.

Municipal affairs—$69,067, an I 
increase of $34,057, mostly going I 
to regional planning division, r

Provincial secretary—$7,880,892,1 
representing an increase of I 
$1,247,578 over budgeted expendl-1 
tures for current year and I 
$727,578 over anticipated expendl- F 
tures for this year. Bulk of the I 
Increase will go to the govern- r 
ment’s contribution to the Civil | 
Service Superannuation Fund, I 
grants to hospitals, mental hos-l 
pitals operation and operation I 
of homes for the aged.

Public works—$11,945(692, up I 
by $2,124480 over current budget I 
estimates and $1,100,000 morel 
than the sum actually to bel

most of the remainder going to 
increase in basic grants owing 
to expansion in school attendance.

Finance—$7,797,890, increase 
Of $4,134436, $4,000,000 of which 
represents the province’s pro-

representing an increase over I 
sum actually to be spent this I 
year by $52,395, $23,705 of which I 
will go to the B.C. Government I 
Travel Bureau and $25,990 for | 
the Bureau of Economics.

$9,370,000 Appropriation] 
For Highway Maintenance

Maintenance of British Colum­
bia’s highways will cost the 
province $9,370,000 during the 
next fiscal year, Finance Minister 
Herbert Anscomb told the B.C. 
Legislature today in his budget 
address.

» Recalling that when he was 
Minister of Public Works in 
1942-43 the department’s expenses 
had totaled only $2,405,436, Mr. 
Anscomb expressed pleasure that 
the province now was getting a 
real appropriation for roads, 
bridges and public buildings. The 
government is asking $11,945,392 
under ordinary budget estimates 
for the department.

Beside these appropriations 
there are several capital expendi­
tures planned from loans pre­
viously arranged.

"Tliose who are conversant 
with the state of our roads 
throughout the province will 
appreciate that if we are to main­
tain proper means of transport 
and communication for our indus­
tries and ouc people, and if we 
are to attract tourists in large 
numbers, a great deal more will 
have to be done,” he said. He 
noted that there had been no 
recent substantial increase in 
the province’s road mileage.
SPENDS MORE THAN TAXES

Hie Finance Minister presented 
figures to show that statements

!■

that the government collected far I 
more from gasoline tax and I 
licensing of motor vehicles than! 
it spent on roads were ill-1 
founded.

He estimated revenue from I 
these sources along with Motorl 
Carrier Act fees at $13,945,0061 
and said that the government, I 
including the sums to be spent I 
on maintenance, local highways. I 
highway signs and municipal I 
grants, along with debt service! 
charges on money borrowed for ! 
road building would spend a total [ 
of $14,860,123, or $915,123 morel 
than estimated receipts from [ 
motor vehicles.

Speaking of capital expend!-1 
tures, Mr. Anscomb said it was! 
planned to spend $5,000,000 from I 
surplus revenue and $4,000,000 ! 
from loan acts of 1943 and 1946 | 
It was also planned to spend I 
$2,750,000 on steel and concrete! 
bridges provided for from bor- jj 
rowings under a loan act in 1947 F

Mr. Anscomb said the govern- f 
ment also proposed to set aside | 
$1,000,000 for the purchase o£ I 
heavy road construction and I 
maintenance machinery,! 
$1,750,000 for University of B.C. I 
buildings, $1,300,000 for provin-1 
dal buildings to be charged | 
against the borrowings author ] 
toed In 1943.
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Wismer Attacks Communist! 
Infiltration; Seeks Unity

Call for a fight against Com- be achieved, he claimed. There"*!
munlst infiltration in Canada was 
issued in the B.C. Legislature 
Tuesday afternoon by Hon. Gor­
don S. Wismer, Attorney-General 
and Labor Minister, in the 
course of an hour-and-a-half-long 
address which ended the debate 
on the Speech from the Throne.

He pleaded for unity in Canada 
and said it was no time for blast­
ing at long range at the leaders 
in Ottawa. To him the interna­
tional situation today with the 
Russians was similar to that 
which led up to the war with the 
Nazis.

He referred sarcastically to 
Russian “liberation” of countries 
in Europe and Intimated there 
was a familiar touch in the way 
Czechoslovakia had recently been 
taken over. Labor leaders came 
to the fore there, he noted. Was 
there anything familiar in the 
Canadian scene

could not be a group of prt^l 
vinces, all with different philo-1 
sophles. There must be a I 
national government in control. I 

Socialism, to Mr. Wismer, I 
meant ultimate ruin to the I 
province. Under socialism, the | 
province would lose millions of I 
dollars for development and [ 
thousands of desirable citizens. I 
He claimed that business men I 
were being frightened of C.C.F. [ 
Saskatchewan and coming to | 
British Columbia.

B.C. is a free enterprise prov-1 
ince, Mr. Wismer asserted, ad­
ding that a recent poll showed I 
the majority of Canadians pre-1 
ferred free enterprise and that I 
B.C. rated as one of the two 
highest provinces in Canada with | 
this desire.

On the question of Dominion-1 
«iimiai u, me provincial relations, Mr. Wismer 
he wanted to turned his attack on Ontario and

know. There is a Trojan horse in 
England, the U.S. and Canada, he 
warned. There were elements in
B. C. which actually hailed the 
new dictatorship in Chechoslo­
vakia, said Mr. Wismer.

He turned his fire on the
C. C.F. Most of his speech had 
been a defence of the Coalition 
and an attack on the C.C.F. The

3S Communists here who heralded 
$3 the Russian success were the 

ones who supported the C.C.F., 
i he alleged, although he did not 

accuse the C.C.F. of wanting the 
Communist support.

In the earlier part of his 
5 j speech, Mr. Wismer discussed the 
B success of the Coalition in the 

Saanich and Cariboo ridings by-1 
elections. To him it was an ex­
pression of the public’s desire for 
free enterprise and a stunning 
blow to the ambitions of the 
C.C.F.

He predicted that when the 
government went to the country 
the two successful Coalition can­
didates in the recent by-elections 
would be returned by an even 
greater majority.

He described the C.C.F. defeat 
in the by-elections as one which 
had been suffered even with 
suplort of the Labor-Progressive 
Party with the full strength of 
the unions behind it However, 
he said, he fully accepted the 
C.C.F. statement that there was 
no allegiance between the C.C.F. 
and I~P.P.
SOCIALISM VS. FREE 
ENTERPRISE

To Mr. Wismer the issue in 
Canada today was dearly one 

socialism and free en­
terprise.

Assuming the policies, ideolo­
gies and platform of the C.CJ. 
were sound, and he did not be­
lieve it. He said there was no 
place in provincial jurisdiction 
for such a society.

The social security___
were not things for which 
allant stood alone, but 
things any government 

In, he argued.
" Party

coni
.;nd„

Quebec. It had been agreed in I 
earlier Dominion-provincial meet- I 
lngs that richer provinces would I 
have to make some sacrifice for | 
the benefit of the whole Domi­
nion. All the provinces recognized I 
the need for a solution except 
two—Quebec and Ontario, he | 
said.

When former premier John I 
Hart had offered his formula, 
said Mr. Wismer, he had been 
acclaimed as a great national 
figure in the search for national 
unity- Quebec, however, had re­
fused to accept the formula and | 
had not offered one of its own.

He charged that Quebec and I 
Ontario had no intention of mak­
ing an agreement with the King 
government because they did not 
like It and wanted to see it swept | 
out of power. In this, said Mr. [ 
Wismer, he was speaking as an I 
individual and as a citizen of| 
Canada.

There must he agreement be-1 
tween all the provinces of the I 
Dominion, he continued. There! 
could be no national scheme oil 
extended social benefits as long I 
as two provinces stayed out.

How long, he asked, were the I 
people of Canada going to allow I 
the two richest provinces of the! 
Dominion stand in the way of| 
the country's progress?

He turned next to a defence of I 
the recently-instituted provincial I 
automobile insurance scheme in I 
B.C. He refuted attacks which! 
claimed the government was, in I 
effect, going out of its way to I 
benefit insurance companies. B.C. I 
had a free enterprise system, he I 
said,-and there was competition! 
between insurance companies ini 
the province where not less than I 
25,000 persons were dependent on | 
insurance for their livelihood.

Saskatchewan, which, he said, I 
had been held up as an example I 
by the C.C J\, employed only US I 
civil servants in Its automobile | 
insurance plan.
MOUNTING DEATH TOLL

B.C., he continued, had been 
faced with a mounting death i 
accident toll, and alter stud 

scheme was found i 
best. The B.C.

; in

nee to prove their woi 
I refused, he said, to be stampeded 1 .'
Ilnto recommending scrapping of F™®™™™ 
[the act before it had been given ;
I a chance.

He had been perfectly willing!
I to learn from the experiences of i I Saskatchewan, he said, but from I 
I what he had found he “believed |
I they had bitten off more than £
I they can chew." Although'profits N 
I had been made previously, steps!,
I by the Saskatchewan govern- f 
I ment to take in public liability !
I Insurance, as well, he believed 
| would change the picture.

Last year, said Mr. Wismer,
|B.C Insurance companies had 
I paid out $3,192,000 for damage |
I which arose solely through the |
I drivers' negligence.

Saskatchewan, with public lia- 
Ibllity insurance not included, had 
I made a profit of $1,209,000 on its j 
Icompulsory insurance plan over I 
I a 21-month period.

H, in B.C., the government had y 
Ian insurance plan covering public 
Inability and charging $10 a year, J 
I expenses would have exceeded 
116,000,000, based on last year's ™
I figures of payments by insurance if*
I companies, he reasoned.

Turning to other aspects of tie 
|B.C. scheme, Mr. Wismer pointed 
lout that if a man was a danger 
Ion the highway, he would not be 
I able to get insurance. This he 
I felt was the only way to stop 
Ithe mounting toll on B.C. higb- 
Jways.

■■■■■■HI

I Farmers Charge 
Insurance Rates Up 

I Since Plan Adopted
The advisory board of Farmers’

I Institutes told the legislative agri- 
I culture committee today that 
I automobile insurance costs had 
[risen as much as $6 since the 
| government’s highway safety re- 
| sponsibility plan was passed by 
[the Provincial Legislature last 
| year.

“We have no protection against 
| insurance agents and consider the 
[charges excessive,” the board 
[said in a resolution submitted to 
[the committee today. “We sug­
gest the government carry this 
[insurance and charge (for it>
| when licenses are Issued."

The delegate for Vancouver 
[Island, A. R, Hiscock, Victoria.
[said farmers had asked for cov­
erage previously, because they 
[ couldn't afford to be involved in 
| accidents without it, but they 
[felt it should be on a cost and 
| not a profit basis.

"My own insurance cost me $6 
I more this year for the same cov­
erage as I had before," he said.

Mr. Hiscock maintained that 
I with group insurance the rates 
|should be far less.

A. H. Feppar, loco, reported 
I insurance companies used to give 
1 lower vsrtes in rural areas be­

cause the hazard was less. This 
[year, he said, the rates had been 
| raised aoout $5.

The board called on the cqm- 
Imittee to use its resources to get 

ome changes made this year.
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Dissatisfaction With Sales Tax 
Expressed By Mayors And Reeves

Dissatisfaction with the pro­
vincial government’s plans to 
aid municipalities by granting 
them one-third of the revenue 
from the province’s 3 per cent 
sales tax was expressed in the 
municipal affairs committee of 
the Legislature today by Mayor 
Percy George of Victoria, who is 
first vice-president of the Union 
of B.C. Municipalities.

"We wanted to get some form 
of control over education,” said 
Mayor George. “Finance Minis­
ter Anscomb’s budget does not 
answer our question,

Mayor George, however, said 
he was fearful that the govern­
ment may feel “we are not ap­
preciative of the $4,000,000.”

"We are,” he said, “up to a 
I point.”

I He said the Union of B.C. B Munclpallties had suggested a 2 
9 per cent education or sales tax 
3 which would bring in $10,000,000 
9 or $12,000,000 and that would
8 unload the municipal costs of
9 education.
S He pointed out that municipall.

ties have a backlog of work on 
m roads and other municipal ser­

vices such as garbage collection 
which should be done, and un­
loading of the education costs 
would make this possible, and 
at the same time settle the muni­
cipal problem of education costs 
once and for all.

The sales tax, Mayor George 
jffi said, would rise and fall with 
a education costs.
I PROVINCE CALLS THE TUNE 
I He suggested that the educa­

tion department was calling the 
tune In education costs and the 
provincial government would be 
less lenient in its education pro­
gram if it paid a greater part of 
the expense.

“You feel, then, that the gov­
ernment has crossed you up,” 
said Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F.,
Mackenzie.

Mayor George agreed.

| Will Spend More On 
1 Tourist Advertising

A slight increase in appropri-1 
I allons for tourist advertising by I I the B.C. Government Travel I 
I Burea is planned for the next fis-1 
I cel year by the B.C. government. I 
1 The government this year is I 

asking $167,400 for the travel I 
! bureau, compared with $143,6931 
I budgeted for the current fiscal I 

year. The planned appropriation I 
t for tourist advertising is $65,0001 
1 for the next fiscal year, com-1 
[pared with $62,000 appropriated I 
j for the current year.

Included in the bureau's esti-1 
mates is a $2,500 item for settle-1 

[ ment literature, not included in I 
he previous estimates.
Also partially aimed at tourists I 

* appropriation for provincial I 
"is will be increased substan-1 
y. Amounting to $75,000 ini 
estimates for the current"! 

r, the .appropriation for the I 
ng fiscal year has been set I 

2,600.

A. C. Hope, Coalition, Delta, 
took exception to Mr. Gargrave’s 
question, and Mayor George said 
perhaps he should have said that 
the government had misinter­
preted the needs of the munici­
palities.

Reevê R. M. Grauer of Rich­
mond said he did not believe that 
the government was carrying out 
the intent of the persons who 
brought in the educational sales 
tax resolution at the Union of 
B.C. Municipalities convention or 
of the municipalities.

“If the government feels we 
are going to be satisfied with the 
$4,000,000 they are badly mis­
taken,” he said.

“We want a fixed rate on land 1 
and improvements. The govern­
ment should carry the rest,” he 
continued, pointing out that the I 
municipalities felt they should I 
bear some of the cost of educa- ! 
tlon and that share should be the 
amount produced by a levy of 5 
mills on land and improvements.

T think the municipalities j 
would be satisfied then,” he said, | 
HIGH AND DRY 

Mayor W. M. Mott of New ! 
Westminster, president of the 
U.B.C.M., pointed out that the 
municipalities had been left 
high and dry” for this year, 

since they don’t know when the 
tax is going to be imposed and ! 
the extent of their grants, yet 
they have to balance their bud- ] 
gets by April 1.

If the tax did not come in until | 
July 1, he said, the municipalities 
would only get $2,000,000.

Reeve Grauer pleaded for close I 
co-operation of the municipalities 
with the Legislature’s municipal ] 
affairs committee and charged , 
that the educational problem ■ 
should have been decided by the 1 
committee and not by the provln- ] 
clal cabinet.

“We're just window dressing, - 
suggested Mrs. Tilly Rolston, | 
Coalition, Vancouver-Polnt Grey, j 

Reeve Grauer agreed.
33

Winch Will Move 
I Non-Confidence Vote

The C.C.F. Opposition this j 
I afternoon in the B.C. Legislature 
I opened up their attack on Fi>
I nance Minister Herbert Ans- 
I comb’s budget.
I The attack was opened by, :0p. I 
I position Leader Harold E. Winch, 1 
I who following his adress is sched- J 
1 tiled to move a vote of non-confl- j 
I dence in the government.
I His motion calls for the strik-l 
ling out of all words after “that’'|J 
1 in Mr. Anscomb’s motion “that 
I Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
I chair for the House to go Into! 
I Committee of Supply” and thel 
I substitution of these words “this I 
I House condemns the policy, now I 
I sought to be introduced, of im- ] 

losing a provincial sales tax.” j 
The debate on the budget wlU j 
ntlnue Friday and into next 1 
ek with W. A. C. Bennett, 1 
alition, South Okanagan, and 3 

i Mowat, Coalition, Albeml, 
to speak on Friday. J

Cost More To Run 
Parliament Buildings, |

I Government House
Maintenance of the Parliament I 

I Buildings, headquarters of the I 
I Provincial government, and Gov-1 
I emment House, home of the I 
I Lieutenant-Governor, is going to I 
| cost the Provincial government I 
I more during the coming fiscal |
I year.

While $268,734 was approprl- 
I ated in the 1947-48 budget esti­
mates for maintenance of the | 
Parliament Buildings and I 
grounds, the government, for the I 
coming fiscal year which starts H 

| April 1, is asking $311,701.
It is estimated the heating I 

I plant will cost $34,647 to operate j 
I during the next 12 months, com-1 
I pared with $29,324 during the I 

year ending this month, while I 
the mechanical staff is estimated I 
to cost $17,700 compared with I 

| $14,100.
The janitor, watchman and I 

I usher service Is expected to cost I 
I $75,900, compared with $51,0201 
I budgeted for the current fiscal I 
I year. The service includes 371 
I janitors, four watchmen, two I 
I ushers, a Janitress, night and day |
| foremen.

The government is budgeting I 
I for $2,000 more for power, light I 
I and water, bringing the total I 
I sum to $20.000, while taxes and I 
I insurance estimates have been |
I increased by $5,500.
I Light, fuel and water for I 
I Government House during the I 
I coming fiscal year are expected I 
I to cost $1,500 more, while cost of I 
I maintaining the grounds is esti I 

mated at $24.500. Total cost of j 
I Government House to the Previn- 
I cial government is estimated at I 
I $44,240, compared with $37,5801 
I for the previous year.
wmammiKtmam

I Sales Tax Forecast 
For Cars, Liquor,

I Cigarettes, Meals
British Columbia's proposed |

I new retail sales tax will be col- 
I lected on cafe meals, liquor, I 
I smokes and automobiles, it was I 
1 indicated today at the Parlamenl |
I Buildings.

Announcement of the tax was I 
I made Wednesday by Finance Min- i 
I ister Herbert Anscomb in Ms ■
I budget address in the B.C. Legis- [
J lature. Mr. Anscomb said that !
8 liberal exemptions would be made '
I on foods.

Full details of what will be I 
I taxed and what won’t be taxed I 
I will be available when Mr. Ans-1 
1 comb Introduces the bill to pro-1 
I vide for the levy.

In the meantime it Is reported I 
I that B.C. will not use tokens as I 
I Washington state does, as this I 
I would make the tax too cumber-1 
I some. It is thought that items I 
I costing but a few cents will be I 
I exempt of the tax, but one cent I 
I may be collected on items costing I 
I more than 15 cents and less than I 
IM two cents from 51 to 84 and I 
Iso on.
H Cigarettes are expected to go I 
I up one cent in price to 36 cents] 
I for 20, while liquor Is expected to I 

st 12 to 15 cents a bottle more. I

Committee Hears 
Municipal Plea 
For Insurance Firm

The Union of B.C. Municipali­
ties today requested the Legisla­
ture’s municipal affairs commit­
tee to endorse a plan for the set­
ting up of a municipal fire in­
surance company, to handle 
school and municipal fire pro­
tection on a voluntary basis.

The suggestion had previously 
been presented before the war 
but action was deferred. Since 
then the U.B.C.M. has done con­
siderable investigating of such a 
plan.

Mayor W. M. Mott, president 
of the union, suggested that the 
plan might include provincial 
buildings also, and A. J. Turner, H
C.C.F., Vancouver East, sug­
gested that it should include pro­
vincial government properties.

Another resolution called for 
the provincial government to pro­
vide basic plans for schools and 
other municipal buildings which 
could be used by municipalities 
for developing their building pro­
grams. This, the union sug­
gested, would result in a consid­
erable saving to the municipali­
ties in architects’ fees.

The municipalities also asked 
the government to assume the 
cost of paying police magistrates’

B salaries. An alternative if this 
I suggestion were voted down, was 

that the government should con­
sult municipal councils before 
making appointments and adjust­
ing salaries of police magis­
trates.

The union told the municipal 
affairs committee that some mu­
nicipalities had suffered loss of 
considerable revenue by the sub­
stitution of a three per cent pole 
tax for the licensing of pole 
lines. The union suggested that 
the municipalities should be able 
to levy the tax or the license, 
whichever produced the more 
revenue.

Committee To Study 
Election Act Changes

The Provincial g o v e r n m ent I 
proposes to reopen the Provincial I 
Elections Act, extensively I 
amended during the last session I 
of the Legislature, and a leglsia-1 
live committee has been set up [ 
to consider amendments.

Included on the committee are I 
five government members, Tom 
King, Columbia; C. W. Morrow, 
North Okanagan; J. H. Cates, 
North Vancouver; D. C. Brown, I 
Vancouver-Burrard, and T. A. I 
Love, Grand Forks-Greenwood, J 
and Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch and Herbert Gargravr 
C.C.F., Mackenzie.

The committee, set up by 
resolution of the Leglslatu 
moved by Provincial 
George S. Pearson, is in 
to report to the House not 1 
than March 29.

The committee is scheduled t 
meet next Monday.
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HIS SECOND BUDGET
I PREDICTIONS THAT MR. ANSCOMB 
j U would present the Legislature with a 
I record budget of something like $70,000,000 

were a little wide of the mark. Against 
an anticipated revenue of $77,616,309 for 
the fiscal year beginning next April 1, the 

i Minister of Finance informed the law- 
i makers and the public generally yesterday 
! afternoon that the treasury expects to dis­
burse no less than $77,449,869, leaving a 
modest surplus of $166,440. And If an 
Illuminating comparison were needed to 
emphasize the growth In the cost of con­
ducting the business of British Columbia's 
government, it can be found in the fact 
that less than two decades ago—during,

gime—the revenue then necessary to run the 
affairs of the province was approximately 

! equivalent to that now required to satisfy 
! the proposed allocations for health, welfare, 

social security. Institutional and other social 
services alone—or some $20,344,000.

No citizen of this province should be 
alarmed at the revenue and expenditure 

; account presented by Mr. Anscomb. He is 
-realistically preparing for the rapidly-ex­
panding business of government, laying the 

i foundations for a stable economy, and trust- 
1 ing the populace to play its full part in 
1 contributing to that state of contentment 

upon which progress and prosperity de- 
| pend. It is not surprising, of course, that 

the professional crepe-hangers who view 
| practically everything with alarm are try­

ing to make out that British Columbia is 
nearing the abyss of bankruptcy, that the 
Minister of Finance should be lopping $10,- 
000,000 off his contemplated expenditures 
instead of increasing them to that extent 
All of which is quite easy to say; but those 
who parade this argument conveniently 
ignore the manifold demands made upon 
the provincial exchequer since the Legis­
lature met a year ago. Mr. Anscomb’s re­
ply is the simple and straightforward one. 
He tells the suppliants that he will be 
glad to satisfy their requirements so long 
as they are prepared to foot the bill. Since 
British Columbians spend nearly $50,000,- 
000 a year on liquor it will not be argued 
seriously that they are ready to curtail the 
social services.

vatlon Is generally regarded as the most 
effective method of providing new aid to 
the municipalities—aid, by the way, which 
a serious inflationary condition has deter­
mined. Nor Is the province immune from 
the exactions of the vicious spiral. Hence 
the Minister of Finance has proposed an 
allocation of $4,000,000 to the civic treas­
uries, or one-third of a total of $12,000,000 I 
he expects "to collect from this source. How 
popular or unpopular this new tax will be 
with the public remains to be seen. Ex­
perience with this form of raising new I 
revenue in many states of the neighboring 
Republic, however, teaches that an initial | 
objection soon gaVe place to satisfaction 
over the amount collected and the worth- 

, while uses to which It was put. So long 
s'! as it does not exceed the rate recommended111,11 ” ----------- - — E as 11 does not exceed me laie leuummenoeo

for instance, one period of the Tolmie re- —and It Is often easier to Increase than

WHILE IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR 
” the citizens of the province to study 

all the details of revenue and expenditure ! 
—with which the Minister of Finance liber­
ally punctuated his able speech—in order to 
understand changing economic conditions, 
the guardian of the treasury presented one 
or two significant comparisons regarding | 
what he termed the functional application 
of public moneys. By this means he sought I 
to emphasize, for example, that whereas in ] 
1946-1947 the debt charges required 2L3% 
of the total revenue, next year they will ab­
sorb only 14.7%, On the other hand, social 
services, including education, will rise from 
approximately $20,500,000 to nearly $33,- 
000,000. Then again, revenue productive and I 
development services, during the same 
period, will expand from a little more than 
$7,000,000 to nearly $17,500,000, while 
general improvement services—including 
$5,600,000 of direct special aid to the nul­

lities—will be Increased from $8,800,- I 
J to nearly $15,700,000.

«use of the foregoing contemplated 
I in the government’s cost of doing j 
plus the satisfaction of other ex- 

i from various sources, :
I he had no alternative

to reduce taxation—its reception will prob- | 
ably be generally favorable.

ANOTHER MATTER WHICH HAS Ex­
ercised the public mind for some time 

came "in for specific reference in Mr. 
Anscomb’s financial statement In view of | 
what he termed repeated statements made 
by uninformed persons as to the disposition I 
by the government of the revenue from 
the gasoline tax, the minister showed that 
these funds, plus the fees received under 
the Motor Canters’ Act, will amount during |

I the current fiscal year to $13,945,000, where-1 
| as expenditures on highways, bridges and | 
ferry maintenance will aggregate, $11,090,- 
000, while the service charges required for I 
debts ’incurred in the construction of roads I 
and bridges amount to $3,770,000. Thus the! 
total cost works out at $14,860,000, or I 
approximately $915,000 more than the I 
revenues whose allocation had been selected I 
by critics of this phase of the government’s 1 
business as a favorite grumbling pastime. I 
And It is to be noted, incidentally, that the I 
estimated " expenditure on capital account 
for roads, highways, and bridges from the I 

] revenue surplus of $4,900,000 from existing I 
! loan acts will amount to some $5,000,000 | 
j in the next fiscal year.

It will be seen that in the space at our I 
I disposal here It has been possible to deal 

with but one or two of the more important | 
of the numerous items of revenue and ex­
penditure to which Mr. Anscomb referred I 

| in his commendably lucid and candid exposi- ! 
tlon of the affairs of the province. Alii 
that remains to be said is that the minis f 
ter, remembering the warnings to which j 

! he gave voice in his first budget speech I 
last year, and recognizing the stem realities 
of the times through which the province, 
in co/nmon with the nation as a whole, I 
is passing, presented the elected represen-1 
tatives of the people an adequate and com-1 
pelting picture of the financial condition of 
a part of Canada of whose ultimate destiny 
none but the confirmed pessimist has the | 
least apprehension.

I Hears Hindu Vote Plea
Authority to give naturalized I 

I Hindus the franchise in muni- j 
cl pal elections was asked today I 
by the Union, of B.C. Municipal-1 
lties during a meeting with the I 
Legislature’s municipal affairs | 

I committee.
I The committee will decide I 
I later whether or not the request J 
| will be recommended to the g 

Pt

j Province Grants To 
'Help Control Of 
I Cancer, Arthritis

The Provincial government 
I this year will double its grant in 
aid of cancer control and grant 

($25,000 toward arthritis control
Provision is contained in the 

j government's estimates for the 
for the coming fiscal year for 
$50,000 to be appropriated for 

j cancer. It is understood that the 
I $25,000 to be appropriated lor 
j arthritis will go to a national 
I committee studying arthritis.

A substantial Increase is 
planned in appropriations for 

I public health service In metro-1 
j politan areas, bringing the total I 
I for the coming year to $119,000, [ 
j and for the 16 health units In the I 
g province, a total of $285,558 is I 
j being asked, compared with $158,- j 
jj 658 during the current fiscal year. !

The new health unit in Saanich j 
I and southern Vancouver Island I 
8 is budgeted to receive $20,9651 
Imore than its revenue, estimated I 
j at $7,925, while the unit in the I 
central part of the island Is a 

I scheduled to have a budget of I 
I $51,180, compared with $40,390 a 
I during the current year.
I The government has planned ! 
I appropriations for $1,628,775 for j 
I tuberculosis control, including j 
I $52,850 for traveling clinics, com- 9 
I pared with $45,975. For the cur- a 
I rent fiscal year the government j 
I asked $1,252,638 for the division g 
f of tuberculosis control.

Social Service Costs 
| $13 Per Capita

Provincial Secretary George S.l 
I Pearson, replying to a question of I 
IK E. Winch,-C.C.F., Burnaby, In I 
I the Provincial Legislature, Wed-1 
I nesday reported that the esti-1 
I mated per capita cost of social I 
Uwvices for the current fiscal 5 
I year in B.C., other than pension I 
I provided for old-age pensioners, I 
I was $3.75.
I Mr. Pearson said he had no fig-1 
I ures available on the cost of this I 
I service provided by the munici-1 

polities.
He added, however, that the I 

J total per capita cost, including I 
I gross old-age pensions, was $13 J 
1 per capita, not including adminls- j 

trative costs.
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First No Confidence Vote In Legislature 
Thrown Out By Majority Of 32 To 13

The C.C.F. opposition Thurs­
day afternoon lost by a big mar­
gin the first round in its battle 
against the proposed retail sales 
tax.

The House voted 32 to 13 
against an amendment to the 
motion of Finance Minister Her­
bert Anscomb that the House go 
into committee of supply. Voting 
with the 10 C.C.F. members were 
Mrs. Tilly Rolston, Vancouver- 
POint Grey, and W. A. C. Ben­
nett, South Okanagan, both Coa­
lition government members, and 
Thomas Uphill, lone Labor mem­
ber of the House.

The C.C.F. motion, proposed by 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch, would have substituted 
for Mr. Anscomb’s motion one to 
the effect that the House strongly 
condemn the proposed sales 
tax. Premier Byron Johnson 
announced the motion would be 
taken as a motion of want of 
confidence.

The division, calling for a 
standing vote, was asked by Mr.
Winch.

Mr. Winch moved the resolu­
tion after a two hour and 20 
minute address, the first in the 
budget debate following the pre­
sentation of the budget by Mr. 
Anscomb Wednesday. A con­
siderable part of Mr. Winch’s 
speech was devoted to condemn­
ing the proposed sales tax.

The amendment was seconded 
by W. H. Brett, C.C.F., Prince 
Rupert. Speaking in support of 
the amendment were Herbert 
Gargrave, Mackenzie; J. H. Cors- 
bie, Peace River, and A. J. 
Turner, Vancouver East. Mr. 
Bennett announced his position. 
DEFICIT BUDGET

Mr. Winch suggested that the 
budget presented by Mr. Ans­
comb was really a deficit budget, 
to the extent of $12,000,000, and 
that was why the government 
had to impose the new tax.

“The government, on the sur­
face, seems to be going hog wild 
on expenditure and administra­
tive costs," he said. "We're go­
ing to question very closely the 
estimates as they go through."

He questioned specifically 
some of the appropriations asked 
by the government and said that 
the increases asked for depart­
ments doing purely administra­
tive work was 76 per cent. • •

"All that can't be expie 
away by increased salaries 
costs,” he said.

The Opposition Leader charged 
that the sales tax would tend to 
increase the inflationary spiral 
and the C.C.F. were unalterably 
opposed to it since it placed the 
main burden of government on 
the poorer people.

"It is a graduated income tax 
In reverse," he said, adding that 
the tax would be levied on con­
sumer goods on which workers 
and farmers spend one half their 
income. "This tax increases as 
income decreases. "
TO DEPRIVE FAMILIES

The small income family will 
be deprived of some necessities, 
he continued.
« "It is based on the inability to 
resist rather than the ability to 
pay."

Mr. Winch said a ‘government 
should only impose a sales tax 
after it has exhausted all other 
possible sources of income. Ex­
perience, he said, has shown that 
the tax gained a foothold as an 
emergency measure which was 
hard to dispose of.

He described the tax as "the 
child of panic and unprepared­
ness" and added that it had been 
condemned in all scientific 
studies.

He advocated that the govern­
ment collect more royalties and 
take over certain productive en­
terprises as new sources of 
revenue.

Mr. Brett, saying the retail 
sales levy was "not an equitable 
tax,” said the tax appealed to the 
government as a simple method 
to raise money, putting the re­
sponsibility of collecting the tax 
on retailers.

Thb Prince Rupert member 
predicted that the sales tax 
would cut down retail sales 
volume, since the people would 
not have so much money to 
spend and read a telegram of 
protest from a Retail Merchants' 
Association.

Mr. Gargrave also referred to 
protests from retail merchants’ 
groups in Powell River and West- 
view in his constituency and said 
that using statistics prepared by 
the Toronto Welfare Council he 
had estimated conservatively 
that the tax would apply to pur­
chases on which the average 
worker spent 40 per cent of his 
income.

Claiming the tax did not take

the interests of workers and 
farmers into consideration, he 
said the government was going 
to tax families which the federal 
government recognized as unable 
to pay taxes. He was referring 
to income tax exemptions.

Describing the tax as unsound, 
rotten and unjust, he said 
hundreds in his constituency 
were opposed to it and it was 
just another method of gouging 
a few cents out of the workers.
WILL HIT FARMERS

Mr. Corsbie contended that the 
tax would reduce returns for 
farmers because the people 
would have to cut down on some 
items to pay the tax, and these 
would include products of the 
farms.

Suggesting the position of the I 
farmer should be improved, the I 
government through the sales I 
tax would also be dealing the I 
farmers a blow by increasing the I 
price of farm machinery and I 
automobiles. I

"The farmer is going to have 
to pay through the nose in in­
creased costs," he said.

And he added that levy of the 
tax on feeds, seed and fertilizer 
might tend to increase the cost 
of milk, which was trying to be 
held down.

Mr. Corsbie also suggested that 
the tax would tend to halt the 
movement of business to B.C. 
for persons buying from mail 
order houses would tend to place 
their orders «1th firms outside 
the province and the govern­
ment would not be able to col­
lect taxes on these items.

He predicted also that farmers 
in the Peace River district would 
go across the provincial bound­
ary into Alberta to buy farm 
machinery and all things of 
value.

Labeling the tax as the worst 
form of nuisance, he suggested 
the government would need a 
strong force of inspectors to 
check up on retail stores.

"It is the most obnoxious form 
of tax we can think of," he said.

Mr. Turner advocated the gov- 
ernment increase taxes on liquor, 
and take over breweries and dis-1 
tillerles, and go into the insur­
ance business in an effort to 
raise revenue rather than impose 
the sales tax.

W'
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Raft Of Adjectives 
I Fired At Sales Tax

British Columbia's proposed re-1 
I tail sales tax was submitted to I 
Ian intense adjectival bombard-1 
I ment from the C.C.F. Opposition I 
I Thursday in the B C. Legislature. I 
I Here are some of the words and I 
I phrases the five C.C.F. members I 
I who spoke on the measure used; I 
I Unfair, unjust, nuisance, vicl-l 
j oust rotten, unsound, iniquitous, I 
I Inflationary, unequitable, busl-l 
I nessman's proposal, unscientific, I 
(graduated Income tax in reverse, I 
I class legislation, upsidedown taxi 

nd the child of panic and unpre-| 
ness.

Puts Responsibility 
On Provinces For 
Health Societies

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch charged in the B.C. I 
Legislature Thursday that the 
Provincial government had a 
moral responsibility to take care 
of the 90,000 to 100,000 men,] 
women and children who had 
relied on health benefit associa­
tions which have been closed 
down recently.

The Royal Commission 
appointed to investigate these 
societies, Mr. Winch alleged, had 
immediately given members a 
feeling of security. Within 10 
months of the report and action 
by the Provincial government to 
control the societies thousands 
on thousands of persons had lost 
their claims and prepaid 
premiums because the societies 
had been suspended, either volun­
tarily or on order of Attorney- 
General Gordon S. Wismer.

Mr. Winch said that the liabili-1 
ties of the suspended societies I 
totaled $176,000, Including I 
$132,000 in unpaid claims, some j 
of them dating back to last June, j 
He estimated prepaid premiums I 
at $95,000.

The suspended societies had a I 
total membership of 28,924 plus I 
dependents, he said, bringing the I 
total number of men, women and I 
children r,elying on this service I 
to almost 100,000.

Mr. Winch also requested Mr. 
Wismer to consider seriously I 
whether or not criminal action I 
should not be taken against some | 
of the officers of the societies, 
for falsification of reports and j 
other matters.

He contended that the govern-1 
ment should accept the responsi- f 
bility of paying unpaid claims I 
and take over prepaid premiums, I 
assuming the operation of the I 
suspended societies and con-1 
solidating them.

! Liquor Act Changes 
| Proposed In House
■ Two amendments to the Pro-1 
I vinclal Liquor Act were proposed j 
i In the B.C. Legislature Thursday I 
by Opposition Leader Harold E. j 

j Winch.
I Describing the system as | 
I ridiculous, he advocated aboli- 
! tlon of the rule that prohibits I 
1 the guest of a member of a club I 
j or veterans' club from treating | 
j the member and his friends. Mr.

Winch said it was done all the | 
I time.

Suggesting the regulation may I 
I give trouble in the future and I 
was already causing concern, he I 

j advanced the suggestion that I 
I veterans' clubs should be per-1 
I raitted to sell beer to take out, I 
I since beer parlors had this | 
I privilege.
1 Mr. Winch suggested that if I 

he government were goinj tog 
nt special privileges it sln>ttld| 
» them to the veterans’ ( 

a well as the 
nded beer parlors.
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Orchard Says Canadian Western 
Will Get Less Than 100,000 Acres
| C. D. Orchard, deputy forests 
| minister for the B.C. Govem- 
|ment, told the Legislature’s 
g forestry committee today that 
c the forest management license 
F for the Canadian Western 
; Timber Co. Ltd., if granted,,| 
| would at the outside cover 100,- 
® 000 acres of forest land.
S The company had sought the 
1 license for 800,000 acres on Van- 
I couver Island to supply raw 
I material for a big pulp mill de- 
1 veiopment at Duncan Bay, a few 

miles north of Campbell River. 
Considerable opposition to this 
license and the principle of forest 
management licensing, the gov­
ernment’s plan to provide sus­
tained yield forestry, has been 
voiced, particularly from small 
logging outfits.

! Mr. Orchard said the Canadian 
j Western Timber Co. Lt. applies- 
; tion was based on the fact that 
S the company now owns 135,000 
sacres of timber lands, that lt 
has enough timber to continue 
Its present operations for 25 
years, and it is seeking a gov­
ernment grant to supplement its 
present holdings for the pulp 
mill.

Mr. Orchard described the 
B forest management license 
™Sjoiem as uie umy pracutaj 
g solution to the overcutting of 

B.C. timber resources and said 
the problem was simple arith­
metic which any sixth grader 
could understand.

This situation, as expplained 
by Mr. Orchard, was this:

There are 150,000,000,000 
FJB.M. of timber on the coastal 
area at the present time, and it 
was being cut aat the rate of 
3,000,000,000 F.B.M. per year. 
That means that there is a 50- 
year supply. But it takes 100 
years to grow a tree to mer- 
cantable lumber size.

“What are you going to do 
from the 51st to the 99th year/’ 
he asked, adding that lt takes 
more than 100 years to grow a 
good tree.

Asked by Cmdr. C. T. Beard,
| Coalition, Esquimalt, whether it 
wasn't possible to get faster 
growing trees, Mr. Orchard said 
that the US. Forest Service wa.\ 
spending a lot of money to 
answer that question and B.C 
would be able to get any infor­
mation the service secured.

To emphasize his point con 
ceming the lack of timber, Mr. 
Orchard told of one valley, with­
out naming it, where there were 
four towns, all prosperous, with 
sawmills engaged in cutting 
timber. Thirty-five years from 
now there will only be one, and 
"it won’t be the town lt is to­
day.”

The deputy minister admitted 
that the estimates of the timber 

of the province were

merely estimates and the situa- —_ 
tion, because of cutting and fires 
and other forces, was changing S?S 
all the time. He said that about ■ 
1,000 man years of work had I 
been spent in determining the 8 
timber resources of the province | 
and between $2,000,000 and $3,- | 
000,000.

Mr. Orchard outlined the vari- | 
ous possible steps which could 1 
be taken to preserve the forest I 
resources.

“If the government doesn’t do B 
something about it, nobody elsefi 
will,’' he said.

In U.S., he said, the forest |
lands had been turned over to
private enterprise years ago, but ■ 
now the federal government was » 
buying it back.

“I don’t think private owner- fl 
ship is the answer,” he said.

The other alternative, he sug- B 
gested, was outright government fl 
management of the timber, the fl 
government selling the mature H 
timber as it was ready to the B 
various logging companies.

“We’re In an excellent position j 
to do this in B.C.,” he said, I 
noting that while the govern-1 
ment had disposed of some tlm- j 
ber, it had practiced public own-1 
ership of the land. The E. & N. | 
Railway belt was an exception, 
he said.

While public ownership ap­
pealed to all, it was not practical 
with 75,000,000 acres of forests 
in an area 1,000 by 500 miles.

He said that in England one 
man was employed to manage 
every 100 acres of forest land 
and it was estimated that one 
man should be employed for 
every 20 acres. At that rate,
B.C. would need more than 3,- 
000,000 men to manage her for­
ests, and even if one man were 
employed for every 10,000 acres, 
7,500 men would be needed.

Doubting that the public would 
stand for this army of men look­
ing after the forests, Mr. Orch­
ard said that the solution was to 
distribute the responsibility for 
management of the forests 
among the 2,000 companies now 
engaged in forestry in B.C. and 
Induce them to practice good 
forestry.

He explained that the govern­
ment’s role would be to keep a 
close, critical eye on the ob­
jectives of the -management 
licenses, but leave up to the 
companies the actual work.

He denied that the small log­
ger would be cut off by the 
Issuance of forest management 
licenses and said there was no 
reason why the small operator 
cannot himself obtain a manage­
ment license, except the logger’s 
own refusal to accept the re­
sponsibility of keeping the pro­
vince’s forest Industry intact for 
future generations.

Winch Says Antagonism Of 
Cities, Province Increasing

Granting of one-third of the 
proposed 3 per cent provincial 
retail sales tax revenues to 
municipalities will not solve the 
current fight between munici­
palities and the provincial 
government which each year 
saw the antagonism increasing, 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch told the B.C. Legislature 
Thursday.

In his address in the budget 
debate in which he spent a con­
siderable time lashing back at 
government critics of the C.C.F. 
and its policies, Mr. Winch urged 
the Provincial government to 
call a provincial municipal con­
ference to work out a solution 
to the problem. He suggested 
that attending the conference 
Should be representatives of the 
provincial municipal affairs, pro­
vincial secretary, education and 
Attorney-General's departments; 
the Union of B.C. Municipalities, 
incorporated cities and munici­
palities, the B.C. Federation of 

griculture and members of the 
gislatuçe.

Aim of the conference, he said, 
should be to get an understand­
ing between the province and 
the municipalities and to revamp 
the present relationship between 
the government and munlclpall-1 
ties.

“I don’t see how we are going 
to solve the problem without 
attacking lt on this basis,’’ he 
said, adding that after the prob­
lem had been solved a liaison 
should be established between H 
the municipalities and the pro­
vincial municipal affairs depart­
ment.

| POWER POLITICS
Referring to statements of

A. J. McDonell, Coalition, Van­
couver East, concerning the 
plight of Europe, Mr. Winch 
warned that this had resulted S 
from a war brought about by 
two systems of capitalism and 
the C.C.F. were opposed to power 
politics regardless of what 
nation was employing it.

To the suggestion of Attorney- 
General Gordon S. Wiamer con­
cerning C.C.F. and Labor Pro­
gressive Party relations, Mr. 
Winch suggested Mr. Wismer 
was using the philosophy of fear 
and not the philosophy of reason, 
and that paved highway of demo­
cratic Socialism offered the only 
middle course between the rough 
roads of capitalism and Com­
munism. Mr. Winch described 
democratic Socialism as the best 
defence against Communism, re­
ferring to various countries of 
western Europe.

Charging Mr. Wismer was 
trying to tie the L.P.P. around 
the necks of the C.C.F., Mr. 
Winch displayed newspaper 
advertisements of a tew years 
back, headed: "Tim Buck pro­
poses Liberal-Labor Coalition."

"Quit playing politics, Mr. 
Attorney-General,” he said. | 

"They loved you a few ye

%C. Bill Of Rights 
Needed Says Winch

Enactment of a bill of rights 
to combat the bad name British 
Columbia has received in the 
field of human relations was ad­
vocated by C.C.F. Opposition 
Leader Harold E. Winch in the 
provincial Legislature Thursday.

While not mentioning Japa­
nese, Mr. Winch was referring 
to the stand taken by the Pro­
vincial government against the 
Japanese, and he suggested that 
the criticism of the province was 
a stigma against the name of 
British Columbia. The way to 
clean it up, he suggested, was 
by the passing of a bill of rights 
recognizing Canadian citizenship.

Among the freedoms which 
such a bill of rights should pro­
vide Mr. Winch listed: Freedom 
of conscience, belief, expression, 
assembly, from arbitrary arrest, 
to the franchise; the right to em­
ployment and compensation, 
along with conditions and privi­
leges without discrimination be­
cause of race; the right to en­
gage in any occupation, and the 
right to all educational facilities.

Mr. Winch also advocated tRat 
the bill of rights Include provi­
sion for the admittance of any 
person of any race to a hotel, 

M claiming that it was a disgrace 
I that during the past few years 

some had been denied the right 
j to enter a hotel because they 

were black.

308 Narcotic Addicts 
Sent To Jail In 1947

Attorney - General Gordon $ 
Wismer told the B.C. Leglslatur 

1 Thursday that 212 males and 9 
** female narcotics addicts were at 

mitted to provincial jails durin 
1947.

Replying to questions of E. B 
Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, Mi 
Wismer said that of these ad 
mitted to provincial Jails 2: 
males and one female were tram 
ferred to penitentiary.

He said that 62 males wen 
convicted as addicts, five ai 
peddlers and 146 for other of 
fenses. Twenty six females weri 
convicted as addicts and 74 ol 
other offenses.

One male person was convicted 
as a peddler who was not ar 
addict
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[what is their alternative?
TVfAYORS AND REEVES OF THOSE |
^ communities clustered around the chlel 
coastal ports 6f this province are not ob­
jecting to the government’s proposed sales 
tax, as such; their major complaint is that 
they are not to be allowed to take a much 
larger share o£ the revenue the provincial 
treasury expects to collect from this source. Ihtt* 
We wonder tt these chlel magistrates ever f 
give a thought to what the people of the 
remote regions of British Columbia think 
as they watch the leading lights of the 
densely-populated areas continuing to tread 
the path to the Parliament Buildings with 
hands extended. Those stalwart citizens of 
the province, many of them with but few of 
the manifold amenities of town or city life, 
generally view a problem—financial or 
otherwise—from a practical perspective.

No citizen In his or her right mind will 
underestimate the nature of the difficulties 
with which the municipalities and the prov­
ince find themselves confronted In these 
Inflationary times—difficulties that are part 
and parcel of the legacy of the costliest war 
In history. Courage and Imagination are re­
quired to meet and overcome them. What 
the mayors and reeves of the larger com­
munities who have become extremely vocal 
In their criticism of the sales tax split have 
not shown the government, however, is what 
other form of taxation or what kind of pro­
vincial economy could be resorted to that I 
would yield anything like the $4,000,000 ' 
which the Minister of Finance proposes to 
tip Into civic coffers under the policy he 
announced In the Legislature during his 
budget speech. If they can show Mr. Ans- 
comb and his ministerial colleagues how the 
government might divert other provincial 
revenues in sufficient volume to satisfy 
them and, at the same time, meet the pres­
ent more or less fixed commitments to 
which the province Is obligated, then those 
responsible for civic administration might 
have more solid ground on which to base 
their complaints about the division of the 
proceeds from the sales tax.

As far as Victoria Is concerned, of course, 
the taxpayers are now about to meet the 
full Impact of a policy which cut taxes when 
money was plentiful and Inflation was a 
condition which this newspaper persistently 
warned would Inevitably occur If those who 
continually bombarded the federal authori­
ties to remove controls got their way. And 
these who served on the aldermanic board 
of this city durlpg the mld-’thirtles cannot 
escape their share of the blame for a state 
of affairs now considerably aggravated by 
their failure to carry out essential civic work 
when it could have been accomplished 
at a reasonable cost by the large surplus of 
labor which then existed. The four Greater 
Virtoria communities can help thçmselves 
now, however, by getting on with the sen­
sible business of amalgamation. This is 
their way to economy and greater efficiency 
In management.

Statistics Show 
Essondale Crowding

Statistics showing the over­
crowding of Essondale and the 
provincial hospital In New West­
minster were presented to the 
B.C. Legislature Wednesday by 
Provincial Secretary George S. 
Pearson, answering questions of 
E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby.

The estimated bed capacity at 
I Essondale, Mr. Pearson said, was 
12,287, while the actual number of 
I patients now In residence was 
13,228.

The estimated bed capacity of
I the provincial hospital at New 
Westminster was 466, he said, 
while the present number of in­
mates was 632.

wmmm
Victoria Bill Gets 

j First Reading
The bill which, if enacted, will 

givte the city of Victoria power 
to lease or sell the City Hall site 
was given first reading by the 
B.C. Legislature Thursday, fol­
lowing introduction by Mrs. 
Nancy Hodges, Victoria govern­
ment member.

The bill specifies that the 
lease term may not exceed 99 
years and the sale or lease may 
include exemption of the lands 
and improvements erected on 
them from taxation for q period 
as the council may determine and 
In lieu of such exemptions the 
council may grant a fixed taxa­
tion.

The proposal has to be sub-

Imitted to the council and receive 
a three-fifths majority to be rati­
fied.

nt.£

Embargo Asked 
On B.C. Log Exports

John Mclnnis, C.C.F., Fort 
George, will ask the Provincial 
government to petition the Do­
minion government to halt the 
export of logs from British Co­
lumbia to the United States

Mr. Mclnnis has filed notice 
of a motion to this effect in the 
B.C. legislature, saying that 
much of Canada’s unfavorable 
trade balance with the United 
States is the result of exporting 
raw material and importing man­
ufactured articles, processed 
from raw materials.

“Employment in British Co­
lumbia is adversely affected by 
the export of raw materials 
which could be manufactured in — 
the province,” he said.

End Capital Punishment 
Urges Elder Winch

A move to abolish capital pun­
ishment has been launched in the
B. C. Legislature by E. E. Winch,
C. C.F., Burnaby.

He has filed notice of a motion 
calling on the House to send to 
the Lieutenant-Governor a re­
quest "praying that His Honor 
will cause to be conveyed to the 
Federal government the opinion 
of this House that action should 
be taken to abolish capital 
punishment.”

The motion is scheduled for 
presentation next Tuesday, but it 
may be some time before it is 
debated.

tOE-

mm*
»

MacDonald. 2 Others 
To Speak On Monday

Municipal Affairs and Mines 
Minister R. C. MacDonald will 
continue the budget debate in the 
B.C. Legislature Monday after­
noon. '

Two other speakers have been I 
scheduled for the sitting. They | 
are Randolph Harding, C.C.F^ 
Kaslo-Slocan, and Tom King, | 
Coalition, Columbia.

The sitting will begin at 2.30.
HHHBH

I Cowichan Assessments 
j Reported Down In 1946

Total assessments of the Cow­
ichan assessment district were I 
down in 1946 from 1945, accord-1 
ing to a return made in the B-C. I 
Legislature by Finance Minister f 
Herbert Anscomb.

Replying to a question of Sam 
Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan-New- 
castle, Mr. Anscomb reported 
that in 1942 the total assessment 
for the Cowichan assessment dis­
trict was $5,803,109. The assess- 
ment fell in 1943 to $5,742,100, 
rose to $6,386,315 in 1944, 
still further to $6,432,761 in 19 
but dropped to $5,931,116 In 19

In the Nanaimo assessment 
district total assessment in 1942 
was $12,483,735. The assessment 
in 1943 fell to $11,952,609, and 
has risen since then as follows: 
1944, $12,147,157; 1945, $12,5 
847, and 1946, $12,640,391.
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I
Resources Of Ore On Island

Coalition,Mowat,
berni, expounding the needs of

the westconstituency
coast of Vancouver Island, told

■ the B.C. Legislature Friday of

IConfident Borstal System RlAlberni Member Points To 
To Further Expand In B.C.

Hope lor further expansion 
and development of the Borstal 
system In British Columbia lor 
youthlul offenders, was ex­
pressed by Roxborough Smith, 
who addressed the annual meet­
ing of the John Howard Society 
Friday on “New Haven," the 
first Borstal-type institution in 
Canada.

Mr. Smith pointed out there 
I was only one Institution estab- 
i lished with the result that only 
I one type of offender could be 
i selected for extensive training.
In England, where the system 
was first developed, he said.

: there were several institutions 
i who dealt with offenders on a 
basis of psychiatric examination.

“At the present time we are 
! selecting young offenders from 
i Oakalla whom we feel are cap- 
! able of benefiting from a period 
j of intensive training,” he said.
, “Had we more than an institu- 
l tion, it would be possible to 
’ estalish some sort of classlfica- 
i tion and segregation by instltu- 
3 tlons, placing the more mature 
, and hardened, say, in one and the 
{ young less sophisticated in arv 
| other."

>' Mr. Smith said that should the 
| indeterminate sentence be Intro- 

duced, committals will then be I 
h direct to New Haven from the I 
jo courts. Although his was desir- 
H able, he said, it would mean the 

courts themselves would have the 
sg onus of determining who are and 
v : who are not suitable candidates 
B for New Haven.

1 “This will place a heavy bur- 
S den on the magistrate," he said.

"Hie work of months can be de- 
£ itroyed over night by a handful 

of ill-chosen, unsuitable inmates.”
, Mr. Smith said it was hoped 

j; that with the ushering in of the 
j£ indeterminate sentence provincial 
w legislation would be passed to at 

3 low for an adequate parole sys- 
( tern. “There are many details 
j as yet to be worked out but the
■ future lies promisingly ahead," 

he said.
He said at the moment the At- 

tomey-General’s department was 
working on a system of "after­
care” for youthful offenders 
leaving the Borstal institution.

3 He added that with the full co­
operation and interested public-

■ minded citizens In the province, | 
1 the plan would prove successful I 
I The speaker reviewed the work | 
I done at New Haven. He pointed I 
lout that the Borstal System had I
ne merit apart from the Borstal I 
staff. ‘The foundation of the [

1 system is first the recruitment I 
of the right type of men,” he said. I 
“The personal influence of the | 
staff is everything.”

Mr. Smith said the sdecess and I 
progress of New Haven depended I 
to a great extent on public inter-1 
est and understanding.

"Experiments of this kind are I 
not cheap and there are still I 
those who try to measure the jj 
value of re-training in dollars and I 
cents,” said the speaker. “It hâs I 

wisely said that could we| 
solve this problem,” the i

„ fSS"»'
juld^be beyond i

and visiting chaplain at the Fed­
eral Penitentiary at New West­
minster, appealed to citizens to 
support the John Howard So­
ciety in its effort to bring about 
prison reforms.

Father Carlyle, who is a mem­
ber of the society, said that all 
that had been said about condi­
tions in penitentiaries were true.

“Punishment does very little 
good and is no cure for crime," 
he said. “You don’t cure a 
criminal by imposing upon him a 
medieval sentence.”

He said crime had often its 
origin in the home and steps 
should be taken to protect youths, 
who through no fault of their 
own, had fallen into evil ways. 
He added that present-day reform 
schools and penitentiaries were 
not the answers.

Rev. F. Comley, president, was 
in the chair. A. W. Hammond, 
secretary, gave a detailed report 
on the society’s activities during 
the past year.

T— m
B.C. Lawmakers To Take 
4 Days Off At Easter

B.C. lawmakers, like provincial 
civil servants, are expected to 
take a four-day holiday for 
Easter.

The House will probably ad­
journ next Thursday afternoon 
until the following Tuesday af­
ternoon.

The budget debate is expected 
to continue throughout the week 

land beyond the Easter holiday.
■■■■■■

two iron deposits in that area. 
Speaking of the possibility of 

•1 a steel industry in British Colum­
bia, Mr. Mowat, taking part in 
the budget debate, said that If 
the Texada Island ores should 
run out there was an island of 
iron ore down the Alberti Canal 
near Bamfield and a mountain 
of ore at Zeballos. He also re­
called that there were large 
quantities of limestone on the 
Alberti Canal.

(Texada Island has been men­
tioned in the past as perhaps 
the chief source of ore for the I 
proposed B.C. steel industry.)

Power and roads were what 
the west coast needed, Mr. 
Mowat said, suggesting that the
B.C. Power Commission, which 
had done a splendid Job in the 
development of Campbell River, 
should make a survey of hydro- 

|r_ electric power development sites 
■ in the areas of Zeballos, Toflno, 
jfi Ucluelet and Bdtnfleld. Power 

was needed, he said, for fish 
* plants.
” He pleaded for the opening 

up of a road north from Alberti 
on the west coast, which would 
serve Long Beach, whose tourist 
attractions he outlined, and To­
flno, which hopes some day to 
become the western terminus of 
the Trans-Canada Highway. 
CONTRACTORS SCORED 

While congratulating the gov­
ernment on securing a reserve 
for park purposes on Cathedra] 
Grove, the member charged that 
the contractors engaged on re­
building the Cameron Lake sec­
tion of the Parksville-Alberti 
road were tailing to keep the 
highway passable.

'Tor several weeks the traffic 
has been dragged through, some­
times by the aid of a bulldozer." 
he said. “This is not easy on a 
car, and hard on the temper of 
the driver."

Mr. Mowat expressed hope that 
something could be done to have 
the medical school built in Van­
couver; advocated that old-age 
pensions be Increased to $50 
per month for women over 
and men over 65; urged a cost 
of living bonus be paid those in 
receipt of
other fixed allowances; sad
called on the government to 
something for retired civil 
yarns.

The member endorsed the cre­
ation of larger school districts, 
saying that in his district the 
school board had endeavored In 
every way to render the greatest 

ble service at the lowest 
ilble cost and that the board 
gone out of Its way to take 

a keen Interest in the small 
Schools which previously " 

left to their own 
to some extent, ;

: A -••
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Coalitionist Urges 
Government To 

iScran Sales Tax
nie Provincial government ro­

ll ceived its most severe roasting 
of the session at the hands of 
one of its own members Friday 
afternoon when W. A. C. Bennett, 
member for South Okanagan, 
gave what is expected to be his 
final major address in the B.C. 
Legislature.

And taking the brunt of the 
criticism leveled at the govern­
ment in the one and a half hour 
address was the proposed sales 
tax. Mr. Bennett urged the gov­
ernment to withdraw its budget 
for the next fiscal year—an un­
precedented action—to bring in a 
new budget without the “Ill-con­
sidered,’’ "unfair," “retrograde" 
sales tax.

The attack, which Mr. Bennett 
delivered with all stops open and 
which made many an earlier 
C.C.F. opposition barrage seem 
mild, was also leveled at the fed­
eral government. Mr. Bennett 
shortly expects to reesign his 
seat in the Provincial Legislature 
to file his nomination as Progres­
sive Conservative candidate for 
the forthcoming by-election in 

| Yale
The bombardment of the Pro­

vincial government’s policies 
brought expressions of approval 
from the C.C.F. who the day pre­
viously had lost their first round 
In the battle against the proposed 
sales tax. Three times he brought 
replies from provincial cabinet 
ministers.

Near the end of his speech 
when Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb was talking with Pre­
mier Byron Johnson, Mr. Bennett 
asked him to refrain.

He got a tart reply from Mr. 
Anscomb to the effect that he 
had listened to him without in­
terruption for an hour and a half.

Suggesting t h e government 
should pare administrative ex­
penses Mr. Bennett was asked by 
Mr. Johnson to speak specifically 
and not In generalities. Mr. Ben­
nett replied with the suggestion 
that ’the government set up a 
committee of the House to go 
into every department to see 
where savings could be made. 
TAX UNWORKABLE

Contending that the proposed 
sales tax was unworkable, Mr. 
Bennett was told by Attorney- 
General and Labor Minister Gor­
don S. Wismer that he should 
wait until the sales tax bin was 
introduced before making such 
charges.

Mr. Bennett said Alberta had 
abolished the tax for this reason. 
How are you going to collect 
taxes' in a grocery store which 
sells foods, on which no tax will 
be collected, and other Items on 
which the tax will be Imposed? 
he asked.

Mr. Bennett's solution to the 
problem of rising government] 
costs was to levy an unearned in­
crement or capital gains tax, to 
cut down on sinking fund pay­
ments, and to cut down on ad­
ministrative costs.

The capital gains tax, he sug- 
ested, would not hit the poor 
tan as would the sales tax, 

hit some of ' ” ' '

tionary dollars produced during I 
the postwar period. This tax, he I 
continued, would produce mil­
lions—more than in any other | 
province because the rising popu­
lation had tended to make the in­
flation of property prices higher | 
than elsewhere.

Increasing prices was danger­
ous in business and dangerous In 
government Mr. Bennett warned, 
adding that among the hardest to 
be hit by the tax would be the 
farmers, who take all the risks 
of business as well as of the ele­
ments. He said the Provincial 
government should put pressure 
on the federal government to re­
move its eleht per cent sales tax.

He said the tax would send
B. C. business to Calgary, Winni­
peg and Toronto because British I 
Columbians would buy more | 
through mall order houses out­
side the province whose business 
could not be taxed. Mr. Bennett 
even went so far as to suggest 
that British Columbians, to avoid 
the tax, would order automobiles 
through Alberta firms tor de­
livery in B.C.
ECONOMY LACKING

The member charged that the I 
economy of the government In I 
the early days of the Coalition I 
was no longer present and sug-f 
gested that if former Premier I 
John Hart were still in the! 
driver’s seat the tax would never! 
have been levied.

“Since Mr. Hart left the gov-l 
ernment there doesn’t seem to be| 
much heart left in it," he said.

Among savings Mr. Bennett 
suggested were slashing the sal-i 
aries of members of the Labor! 
Relations Board.

He predicted the imposition oil 
the sales tax would bring at 
round of new demands from I 
labor for wage increases and in-1 
dustrlal strife would be on thejj 
upswing.

A new formula to solve the! 
school cost problem was advo-| 
cated by Mr. Bennett.

“I say it’s most unfair and it 
won’t be solved by a little hand­
out here and little handout 
there," he said, suggesting the 
government should assume 50 
per cent of the school costs abovt 
the basic cost.

Then Mr. Bennett took the j
C. CJ". to task, reading election I 
promises of the Saskatchewan I 
group which had never been im­
plemented by the government.

He said the government could 
never be defeated by the C.C.F. 
It It were defeated It would be 
not because the C.C.F. had won 
over the electors, but because the 
electors were not satisfied with 
the government

mm

Committee Studying
B. C. Election Act

A special committee of the B.C. 
Legislature today began dotting 
the “i’s” and crossing the “t’s” 
in the Provincial Elections' Act, 
which was extensively over­
hauled last year and has since 
been submitted to two tests in 
provincial by-elect Ions.

The committee, which named 
Tom King, Coalition, Columbia, 
chairman, and J. H. Cates, Coali 
tion, North Vancouver, secretary 
started off considering 50 amend 
ments submitted by elections of 
fleers. These, George M. Phillips 
registrar general of voters 
pointed out, were mostly con­
cerned with mechanical details.

Mr. Phillips suggested that 
controversial issues such as 
whether or not the Mennonites 
should be permitted to vote 
should be left until later.

During the discussion of some 
of the proposed amendments,
C. C.F. Opposition-Leader Harold
E. Winch suggested that the 
same voters' lists should be used 
for both federal and provincial 
elections.

[ MONDA Y.- MARCB 22,1948
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Trying To Wind Up 
Session By April 15

The B.C. Government is aiming 
to wind up the current session of 
the B.C. Legislature by April 15, 
it was learned today.

The session, which began 
March 2, will enter Rs fourth 
week Tuesday A four-day ad­
journment on Thursday of this
week is olanned for Easter.. .

Hogg Maiden Address 
Scheduled For Tuesday

One of two new members of 
the B.C. Legislature, Walter 
Hogg, who was elected on the 
Coalition government ticket Feb. 
23, will speak in the budget de­
bate in the House on Tuesday.

Dr. F. W. Green, Coalition,

ICranbrook, and Herbert Gar- 
grave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, are also 
scheduled to speak-on Tuesday.

Hospital Scheme 
With Small Charge 
To Prevent Abuse

A hospitalization scheme with 
the patients required to pay 20 
per cent of the cost of their 
hospitalization to curb them 
using hospitals more than neces­
sary was urged In the B.C. Legis­
lature Monday by Tom King, 
Coalition, Columbia.

Suggesting 20 per cent as the 
patient’s share of the cost, Mr. 
King warned that then "people 
won’t want to be going to the 
hospital so often’’ and doctors 
would not be sending patients to 
the hospital unnecessarily 
because it was easier to care for 
them there.

But Mr. King expressed the! 
hope that something would be j, 
done to relieve the hospital situa- j 
tlon, particularly that faced by j 
small hospitals which do not I 
have the fatherly municipalities | 
to fall back on to cover their j 
deficits.

The member spoke out in 
favor of the proposed reclama­
tion project for Duke Lake in the 
southern interior of the province, 
although this project had been 
severely criticized by game 
organizations which contended 
that the feeding ground for 
migrating fowl would be lost.

Mr. King said there were 
thousands of acres of slough 
lands in the Columbia Valley 
which would provide superior 
feeding and resting places for 
migrating fowl.

He expressed appréciation to 
the government and the B.C. 
Power Commission tor taking 
over the Golden plant and 
reducing power rates.

Teacher-Member 
Seeks Establishment 
Of Junior Colleqes

The only school teacher mem­
ber of the B.C. Legislature Mon­
day during the budget debate 
called on the Provincial govern­
ment to establish junior colleges 
throughout the province to give

[advanced vocational training and 
adult education. The plea came 
from Randolph Harding, C.C.F., 
Kaslo-Slocan.
Mr. Harding analyzed the 
school system in B.C and found 
a need for extension of adult 
education facilities so that citi­
zens of all ages would be enabled 
to attend classes if they desired.

"There is a need for traveling 
lecturers, films, radio, free : 
mer schools, recreational t,., 
ties, an adequate library system, 
all utilized for different pur- 
poses,” he said, adding that edu­
cation for citizenship should in­
clude a study of the parliamen­
tary system.

Mr. Harding also claimed that 
the government should provide 
for further education of retarded 
children and that provision 
should be made so that teachers' 
(Hilaries, school grants and the 
education department are the 
first to have appropriations r '
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Women Refuse To Give Ages; i 
Voters’ Registry To Close

Coyness of B.C. electors, par-1 
tlcularly women, about giving j 
their ages to registrars of voters f 

£ will cause the Provincial govern- r 
hient to abolish the central reg­
istry office of voters set up last 
year. '

After hearing of the problem 
from George M. Phillips, Van­
couver, registrar general of vot­
ers for the province, the special 
legislative committee studying 
proposed amendments to the Pro- 

: vincial Elections Act today de- 
|cided to recommend to the Legls- 
6 lature that the office be abol- 
|ished.

Mr. Phillips said that In Van- 
jj couver alone It was estimated 
'that 3,000 persons, majority of 
jthem women, would be dlsfran- 
Ichlsed because they had refused 
I to give their ages. Yet the Pro- 
I vincial government cannot legal­
ity require a person to give his 
'[or her age.

Purpose of the central registry 
was to eliminate from voters’ 
lists duplications and names of 
persons who had died. The office 
has needed the birth date of all 
voters as a further identifica­
tion with their names. Mr. Phil- 
lips said that without birth dates 
operation of the office was im­
possible for there was so much 
duplication of names.

In Vancouver, Mr. Phillips es­
timated that 700 persons had al­
ready refused to give their ages 
to traveling deputy registrars of 
voters, and It was estimated that 
less than one-quarter of the total 
number of voters had been regis­
tered.

"It's terrible what I’ve had to 
| put up with," said Mr. Phillips,
I saying that deputies had been
I told, "It’s none of your -------
1 business," when asking the ages 
J of voters.

‘Tm gravely worried about it,"
I said Mr. Phillips, contending that 

the 700 who had refused to give 
their ages were so far as he knew 
good citizens.
It has been suggested that

I without the birth dates given the 
registration has not been com­
pleted and therefore the person 

not vote.
Wiper, registrar of 

l here, spoke out in support 
he central registry, and said 

: in the Greater Victoria area 
■ women had refused to give 

birth dates than In Van- 
He said that women who 

refused agreed to give 
birth dates when it wat 

L to them why this Infor- 
jieceaaary.

Columbia Member 
Joins Critics Of 
Retail Sales Tax

A third government member, 
Tom King, Columbia, entered the 
lists Monday against the Pro­
vincial government’s proposed 3 
per cent retail sales tax, but the 
pttack was milder than that 
launched previously by W. A. C. 
Bennett, South Okanagan, and 
Mrs. T. J. Rolston, Vancouver- 
Point Grey.

During the same sitting the 
Ç.C.F. continued" to hammer 
away at thp proposed tax with 
Randolph Harding, youthful 
member for Kaslo-SIocan, de­
scribing the tax as an additional ji 
heavy burden on an already ex- ' 
orbitantly high cost of living. 1 
' Mr. King contended that the 
sales tax would mean that B.C. 
would lose a lot of business, and 
he did not see why a farmer in 
pis district would pay $45 extra 
for a $1,500 machine which he 
could buy in Calgary.- He sug­
gested that a dealer in Calgary 
would be smart to pay the freight 
to B.C. points to get the business, 
*nd there would be nothing 
Unethical in his doing so.

The result, said Mr. King, 
would be that dealers in B.C. 
would have to absorb the tax.

Like the C.C.F., Mr. King sug­
gested that a tax should be 
collected on mines, urging a 
graduated tax which would cover 
a five-year period.

At the same time he urged 
powers be given municipalities i 
to levy a larger fee on beer; 
parlors, and he referred to high 
prices paid for beer licenses in 
Vancouver and the interior, 
claiming these high prices would 
not have been paid if the beer 
licenses had not been restricted 
by the government.

Concluding his discussion of 
the sales tax, Mr. King urged 
that farm implements and feed 
grains be exempt from the tax. 
He likened the position of a 
farmer feeding fowl to that of 
a sawmill operator, the feed 
being merely the raw material 
used 'to produce eggs or turkey*.

Big corporations which had 
made millions in profits were 
suggested by Mr. Harding as the 
source the Provincial government 
should go to for expanding their 
revenues.
■Hj likewise foresaw the loss of 

business to Alberta to avoid pay­
ment of the sales tax, and 
warned that the plight of low 
income groups would be 
worsened by the levying of the

C.C.F. Member Says 
Budget Debate 
Unconstitutional

The contention that the B.C. 
Government’s $78,000,000 budget 
for 1948-49 was unconstitutional 
and therefore the current budget 
debate in the Legislature was un­
constitutional, mas made by Her­
bert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, 
in the House Monday.

Mr. Gargrave pointed out that 
provision made in the budget 
estimates, filed last week by 
Finance Minister Herbert Ans- 
comb, was for salaries to be paid ® 
for 11 ministers and that the™ 
Constitution Act provides for 
only 10 ministers to receive 
salaries.

Mr. Gargrave contended that
I the House could not proceed with 
the budget debate.

Mr. Speaker R. H. Carson sug­
gested that he could reserve de­
cision on the point introduced 
by Mr. Gargrave, and that in the 
meantime the House could pro­
ceed with the budget debate.
C.C.F. Opposition Leader H. E.

I Winch said he was agreeable to 
this.
Former Premier John Hart 
pointed out that while the budget 
estimates had been tabled in 
the House they did not come into 
effect until April 1. Arrange­
ments could be made to amend 
the Constitution Act to provide 
for an 11th minister, although he 
did not think this was the inten­
tion of the government.

The estimates provide for 
salaries for the Attorney-General 
and the Minister of Labor. Both 
of these portfolios are held by 

Hon. Gordon S. Wlsmer.
The House this afternoon ex-i 
pressed congratulations to E. E. 
Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, who to­
day is celebrating his 69th birth­
day and to J. H. Corsble, C.C.F., 
Peace River, who is to be mar­
ried shortly to a Victoria girl, 
Miss Margaret Carr.

Delinquency Highest 
In Well-To-Do Areas

Mrs. Tilly Rolston, chairman, 
told legislative social welfare 
and education committee today 
that her experience on the Van­
couver parks board had shown 
that juvenile delinquency rate 
was highest in areas where well- 
to-do persons live.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Coalition, 
Victoria, said that she had 

■ noticed the same thing when she 
[had attended the juvenile court

i Vancouver.
The remarks were made dur- 

a presentation to the com- 
:ee by Hugh McMillan, presi- 

it of Boys’ Clubs in Vancou- 
:, of the work of the move-

Increase Royalty On 
Peace River Coal

The B.C. government, which 
has spent considerable sums on 
the exploration of coal resources 
in the Peace River district, is 
planning to increase the royalty 
on coal produced from these 
areas in the future to compensate 
for its development work.

Provision for this Is made in 
an amendment to the Coal Act 
introduced in the B.C. Legislature 
Monday by Lands and Forest» 
Minister E. T. Kehney.

The amending bill gives the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
power to set the royalty to be 
paid on licenses or leases for an 
area upon which the government 
has done testing, improvements 
or development. The royalty may 
not he less than 25 cents per ton.

All the other seven pieces of 
legislation introduced Monday 
had been forecast by Finance 
Minister Herbert Anscomb in his 
budget address last week, or pro­
vide for administrative changes 
in acts without changing their 
broad principles.

A $5,000,000 loan bill was 
among them, the bill providing 
that $4,000,000 of this sum may 
be spent on highway construction 
and $1,000,000 for purchase of 
equipment for highway and other 
public works maintenance.

Borrowing powers of the 
government-owned Great Eastern 
Railway will be increased by 

1 $5,000,000 in another bill, while 
a third bill provides for the 
government to borrow $2,500,000 
for the forest development fund. 
This fund will be made available 
to logging concerns to help them 
build roads.

Putnam, 2 Others 
To Speak Wednesday

The budget debate in the B.C. 
Legislature will proceed Wednes­
day with Agriculture Minister 
Frank Putnam leading off.

He will be followed by A. J. 
Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver East, 
and Dr. R. R. Laird, Coalition, 
Similkameen.

M
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B.C. Leads In Assistance To Cities 
Municipal Minister Tells Legislature

Doctor Offers House 
Ideas To Launch 
Health Insurance

A four-party committee,

lornment, which: 
lerable sums on 
[f coal resources 
liver district, is 
base the royalty

been shown by the present 
Coalition government,” he said.

Mr. MacDonald, reporting that 
agreements had been entered 
into by B.C. municipalities with 
Wartime Housing Ltd. to build 
5,300 units, claimed that it was 
not the function of the munici­
palities to grant fixed sums in 
lieu of taxes for houses for 
veterans. ‘He said the Dominion 
government should make these 
grants.

He said he was opposed to the 
sale by municipalities at nominal 
sums of their lots for these 
housing projects, opposed to the 
agreements, opposed to special 
taxes or the exemption of taxes, 
and opposed to 40-year agree­
ments.

Outlining assistance given by 
the Provincial government to 
municipalities, the minister men­
tioned the appolntmenh of Dr. 
E. A. Cleveland, chairman of the 
Greater Vancouver Water Board, 
to Investigate the water situation 
in Greater Victoria.

He recommended the amalga­
mation of water services here as 
a wise move on the part of the 
four municipalities concerned.

Municipal Affairs Minister 
R. C. MacDonald told the B.C. 
Legislature Monday that the 
policy of curbing school board 
authority was receiving serious 
consideration.

Speaking during the budget 
debate, Mr. MacDonald, who Is 
also Minister of Mines, did not 
indicate whether or not It was 
the government which was giving 
the question consideration, but 
he said:

"By and large, school boards 
give good services, and without 
any financial remuneration. But 
it is generally agreed that the 
policy of giving a public body 
the right to spend large sums of 
the public’s money, without any 
responsibility of collection, Is 
wrong In principle, and would 
never be tolerated in a well- 
conducted business.”

Mr. MacDonald blamed rising 
school costs partly on British 
Columbia’s growing population, 
and he noted that the percentage 
population increase in B.C. was 
three times as great as in Quebec, 
the province whose growth 
stands second.

“The other problem, of course,”

he went on to say, "Is not only 
the higher cost of teachers' 
salaries, but also the cost of 
capital construction.”

He reported that a $50,000 con­
tract for a two-room school had 
been approved by a certain muni­
cipality, while New Westminster 
had passed a by-law calling for 
an expenditure of $1,000,000—the 
plan calling for two gymnasiums 
and an^ auditorium to seat 1,500 
people*

The minister had good news 
for the municipalities, saying the 
government was prepared this 
year to make a grant to the 
municipalities to cover taxes on 
government-owned buildings used 
for commercial purposes. He 
also said that Works Minister 
E. C. Carson would explain the 
government’s position on the 
Goldenberg recommendation con­
cerning the province paying 
municipalities for upkeep of 
arterial roads.

“No government in the history 
of this province, or in the history 
of any other province in the 
Dominion, has shown more con­
sideration and financial assist­
ance to municipalities than has

A four-party committee, com 
posed of representatives of the 
Medical Services Association, the|ed from these j 

re to compensate 
fent work, 
this Is made in 

fto the Coal Act 
B.C. Legislature 

pds and Forests 
tehney.
I bill gives the 
rnor in Council 
le royalty to be

I or leases for anj 
I the government 
K, improvements 
I The royalty may 
25 cents per ton. 
seven pieces of 

oduced Monday 
past by Finance 
t Anscomb in his 
last week, or pro- 
istrative changes 
t changing their

iem. Such a scheme was sadly 
needed, since hospital costs had 
gone sky high, he said.

Dr. Green warned that B.C. 
won’t get a hospitalization 
scheme for $5 to $30 as Saskat­
chewan for the government there 
had to pay $3,500,000 to augment 
the funds collected by these 
levies.

The member urged that a medi­
cal school be constructed in Van­
couver, and some solution must 

'be worked out for" the horse- 
tracing problem.

Replying to C.C.F. members 
who had suggested that the Con­
solidated Mining and Smelting 
Company of C$nada Ltd. should 
contribute more to the provincial 
treasury, Mr. Green reported that 
the company, while making huge 
profits, paid huge sums in taxes 
both to the provincial and federal 
governments, paid the highest 
wages of any mine of that type 
in British Columbia, assisted its 
employees to build their own 
homes, sponsored a hockey team 
and helped out employees develop 
their recreational facilities.

"Without it there would be no 
Kimberley, no Trail,’’ he said, 
adding that no government would { 
have ventured in an undertaking | 
of this type.

I loan bill was 
Ihe bill providing 
lof this sum may 
rway construction 
I for purchase of 
lighway and other 
lalntenance. 
[powers of the 
Ined Great Eastern 
Ibe increased by 
mother bill, while 
provides for the 
| borrow $2,500,000 
pevelopment fund, 
be made available 
lems to help them

End Racial Discrimination In 
Elections Act, Urge C.C.F.

to certain racial groups was de­
scribed by Mr. Winch as an "ab­
solute disgrace to the province, 
the Dominion of Canada and to 
■what British justice is supposed 
to be.”

He said British Columbia was 
afforded an opportunity to wipe 
the “dirty blot” from the prov­
ince.

Mr. Winch's motion was sec­
onded by Mr. Gargrave, who said 
he had nothing further to add.

Mr. King noted that the exten­
sion of the franchise had been 
a problem which had caused so 
much controversy In the commit- j 
tee last year and that all mem­
bers of the committee should be 
present when the question was 
discussed.

The suggestion that the age 
of voters be lowered to 18 was 
made by Mr. Gargrave and sec-] 
ended by Mr. Winch. Discussion 
of this suggestion was likewise 
held over by Mr. King, until the 
full committee was present.

At the same time Mr. Winch 
suggested that Instead of recom­
mending amendments to the elec­
tions act that the committee 
recommend consolidation of the 
act. He pointed out that during 
the last two years 150 amend 
ments to the act would be made.

Removal of all racial discrimi­
nation in the Provincial Elections 
Act and lowering the age at 
which a person may vote to 18 
was urged today by C.C.F. mem­
bers of the Legislature to the 
special legislative committee 
studying amendments to the act

The motions, put by Opposition 
Leader Harold E. Winch and Her­
bert Gargrave, Mackenzie, were 
ordered ’by the chairman Tom 
King, Coalition, Columbia, to be 
tabled until the full committee 
could be present to discuss the 
question.

Absent from the meeting today 
were D. C. Brow», Vancouver- 
Burrard, and J. H. Cates, North 
Vancouver. Both were attending 
discussions concerning the fu­
ture of racing in Vancouver.

Mr. Winch urged that all per­
sons recognized as citizens under 
the Canadian Citizenship Act and 
who had lived in the province for 
six months should be enfran­
chised in British Columbia. This 
would include Japanese born in 

(the province.
"I certainly think it is high 

time we recognize this principle,” 
said Mr. Winch. "If the Men- 
nonites in the Fraser Valley are 
entitled to it so are all minority 
groups."

[Wednesday
3 Members To Continue 
Budget Debate Thursday

The budget debate will côn- 
tlnue in the B.C. Legislature 
Thursday with Dr. R. R. Laird, 
Similkameen, and Cmdr. C. T. 
Beard, Esquimau, both govern­
ment members, and John Mein- 
nis, C.C.F., Fort George, partici­
pating.

debate in the B.C. 
11 proceed Wednes- 
[riculture Minister 
n leading off. 
followed by A. J. 

L Vancouver East, 
L Laird, Coalition,

Failure to extend the franchise

moj]
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i Provincial Control Of School Estimates 
Proposed In Report Of Commission

tncroas, Of Provincial covem- Ifihlgh school be increased by », j «falmpTlHfy- amIncrease ol Provincial govern­
ment grants to schools by more 
than $1,799,000 and assumption 
ol control of school board esti­
mates by the Department of Edu­
cation has been recommended by 
the Maclean Royal Commission 
which has investigated school 
taxation questions.

The unanimous report of the 
six-man commission appointed 
last August by the Provincial 
government to Investigate all 
matters relevant to the present 
system of school cost sharing 
was presented in the B.C. Legis­
lature Tuesday by Education 
Minister W. T. Straith. It Is 
considered doubtful that the gov­
ernment will take action on all 
the recommendations of the 
commission since it has already 
announced it will make grants 
of *4,000,000 to municipalities 
for school and other purposes 
from its estimated $12,000,000 
annual sales tax revenue.

The commission recommended 
that an assessment commission 
be set up "to bring about a 
provincial wide equalization of 
assessments."
DUTIES OUTLINED 

Duties of this commission were 
: suggested as follows:

1. To' conduct an educational] 
program for the instruction of 
assessors.

2. To reassess any parcel of 
land or all of the land in any 
municipality or district in the 
province.

3. To make orders requiring 
the adjustment of the assess­
ment base of any municipality 
or other area for the purposes 
of the computations required 
under the Public Schools Act. 

i 4. To compel municipal and 
provincial assessors to produce 
for the Inspection of the com­
mission all assessment rolls and 
other documents relating to as­
sessments.

5. To assess the costs of any 
reassessment upon any munici­
pality In which such an assess­
ment is carried out 

"Provision might well be made 
for the decisions of the 
ment commission 
subject to an appeal 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council,' 

report suggested. 
“Assessment commissions are 

operating successfully in some 
of the other provinces and In 
the United States, and the experi­
ence seems to have been that 
most assessment difficulties can 
be cleared up without the neces- 

of a formal order of the 
Commission." 
that tile commission 

id the opinion that the gov.
pfc of grants Sr" 
failed to meet

ed by school 
of

and that the minimum grant be 
raised from $250 to $500 per 
dally attendance. This, he esti­
mated, would cost the govern­
ment $337,000.

“The combined effect of these 
two recommendations would be 
to afford a substantial degree of 
relief to both municipal and rural 
areas and especially to those dis­
tricts which have schools with a 
small enrollment. 8

2. That the allowance for 
schools in isolated areas be fixed 
at $550 per school and that in no 
case should it be less than the 

■ sum paid in 1947. This, the S commission estimated, would cost 
3 $388,000.
j 3. That the basic grants for 
* teachers’ salaries be revised up- 
| ward to bring them closer to 

i. actual sums paid, the commission 
, suggesting that $200 per teacher 
S Would cost $992,000. 
i: 4. That a grant be made for 
1 dormitories on the same basis as 

is now made for other school 
buildings and that the cost of 
operating such dormitories be 
shared equally by the province 
and the school districts. This 
would apply only to junior and 
senio^ high schools.

In addition a per pupil 
! allowance of, say, $10 per month 

be made to school boards to assist 
;; in the maintenance of students 
1 who are required to board out in 

A, order to obtain their education,
I the report said., 
r 5. That the province’s share of 
. transportation costs for school 
children be increased from 60 to 
70 per cent. This it was esti­
mated would cost $82,000.

On the question of budget con- 
] trol the commission recom­

mended that the budgets of 
school districts be subject to ap­
proval by the superintendent ef 
education before becoming effec­
tive and that a greater degree of 
supervision be exercised by the 
Department of Education over 
the budgetary and accounting 
procedure of school boards.

The commission suggested the

wen uc luauc
of the assegq- 
to be made 

ipeal to the

quire the school boards to make 
comprehensive budget submis­
sions reflecting detailed estimated 
expenditures and monthly reports 
of expenditures; uniform and 
complete accounting records, and 
that the boards provide auditors’ 
reports and financial statements 
to the superintendent, and that 
the department make periodic 
test audits of districts’ records 
and accounts.

The commission sold it did not 
believe it was within the scope 
of its Inquiry to consider a plan 
submitted by F. T. Fairey, 
deputy education minister, which 
he proposed be substituted 
the present system of education 
finance.

“Under the system 
the government would assi 

percentage of the 
cost of education in the _ 
the districts assuming the

the
"The school 

would be raised by 
Ion of an overall 

rate.

ipliafÿ EH may wen 
worthy of further study, it is ! 
apparent that it involves the | 
substitution of an entirely new 
scheme for the ‘present system 
of the school cost sharing’,” the 
commission reported, ruling It 
beyond the scope of the inquiry. [
|‘UNDOUBTED BENEFITS’

The commission said that "we I 
I would like to say that we are I 
1 of the view that undoubted bene- j 
I fits have accrued as a result I 
I of the introduction of the new 
I system of educational finance in I 
j 1946, even although some of the [
I benefits cannot be expressed in |
| financial terms.

"We think that adjustments j j can be made which will result I 
ii in the attainment of tile objec-1 
I tives originally contemplated,
I but we are convinced that I 
1 vigilance should be exercised |
I to insure that economy is I 
I constantly practiced and that I 
I further adjustments are made I 
1 when changed conditions so re-1 
I quire,” the report said.

The commission was headed I 
T by H. Alan Maclean, assistant |
| deputy attorney-general for B.C J 
I Other members of the commis- t 
I slon were B. C. Bracewdl, J. T. I 
I Clark, R. R. F. Sewell, R. C|
I Grant and J. A. Stewart 
I The commission held hearings f 
jin 13 communities of the pro- ;
I vince, including Victoria, Port | 
] Albemi and Nanaimo on Van- [
I couver Island.
I NEW DEFINITION OF LANDS I

New definitions of lands and !
I improvements were urged under I 
I the Public Schools Act the [ 
I Municipal Act and the Taxation 
I Act.

The commission reepmmended S 
I that fruit trees should be dealt f
§ with the same under the Munl- 
S cipal and the Public Schools 
I Acts, suggesting that they be I 
‘^exempted from taxation under j 
I both acts.

“In the case of landowners I 
I such as ranchers, the very I 
S nature of those undertakings I 
I necessitates the use of large I 

i of land, it. is recommended I 
I that all of the range lands used I 
I solely for the purpose of grazing I 
j cgttle be reassessed with a view I 
1 to afford some relief,’’ the com-1 
9 mission reported.
[FARM LAND 
I CLASSIFICATION

The commission also recom-1 
I mended that for the purpose of j 
I computing the government grant I 
| and the sharing of school costs I 
I under the Public Schools Act, I 
I both municipalities and rural I 
I areas should Include in their I 
I assessment basis 75 per cent of I 
I the assessed value of the fariner1» I 
I residence, and exclude all of his I 
[other improvements used solely[ 
| for farm purposes up to a stated 1 
| maximum.

It was also suggested that the ] 
of farm land 

changed so that only bona 
farmers could obtain the I 

the farm land c
Speaking of l _________

the i 
the ]

"On the whole it is felt that 
] the present system of large 
8 school units has been in operation 
3 for so short a time that it is not 
3 yet possible to make any recom- 
j mendations regarding the size of 
j school districts. Further, we 
! think that if the necessity arises 
] for revising present boundaries, 
I it could well be done by the 
I educational authorities In con- 
j sulfation with the assessors of 
! the districts concerned.”

While urging provision of 
1 dormitories at strategic centres 
l! and provision of a grant fpr a 
j boarding allowance claiming this 
j would tend to take education 
J more readily available to those 
I living in isolated areas, the com- 
j mission did not endorse mobile 
] schools, operated in some sec- 
! lions of Ontario with some 
jsuccess.

"We are not sure whether this 
j system would be practicable in 
Î this province as we are inclined 
1 to doubt whether or not there 
3 would be enough pupils to justify 
Sa system of this kind,” said the 
I commission. “We do feel, how- 
j ever, that this scheme merits 
j further study.”
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Greater Victoria May Get 
$230,320 From Sales Tax

Greater Victoria municipalities 
may receive a $230,320 share of 
the proposed 3 per cent B.C. re ' 
tail sales tax this year'.

This was learned today when 
B.C. Union of Municipalities noti­
fied its members disposition of 
the one-third share of the ta* 
to the municipalities probably 
will be based on school popula­
tions in 1947 added to estimated 
total populations of 1946.

Finance Minister Herbert Ana- 
comb told the union this is the 
suggested plan for distributing 
the tax share. Hq stressed the 
percentages worked out are ap­
proximate only.

The union said representations 
have been made to the finance 
department on payment this year 
and “if the tax is imposed with­
out delay and arrangements 
made for payment this year, in 
all probability the payment will 
cover a six-month period."

Estimated share of the munlcl- 
the percentages of the sales tax 
palities for 13 months is 
$4,000,000.

If the six-month period $2,000,- 
000 is paid, thé city, Saanich, Oak 
Bay and Esquimau will get $230,- 

,320.
The city’s share of-.this would 

be $132,222 or 6.6111 per cent of 
the $2,000,000; Saanich, $59,800 or 
2.9900 per cent; Oak Bay, $26,608 
or 1.3304 per cent; Esquimau, 
$11,690 or .5845 per cent. 
Vancouver’s percentage amounts 

to 41.0551 which would mean 
$821,102 of the $2,000,000.

Vancouver Island districts and 
share they will receive, follow:

Albemi, .3150 per cent; Cour­
tenay, 3606 per cent; Cumber­
land, .1249 per cent; Duncan, 
.3683; Ladysmith, 2466; Na­
naimo, .8304; Port Albemi, .8880;

I North Cowichan, .6550.
Other B.C. districts:
New Westminster, 4.0261 per 

j cent; North Vancouver, 1.6020; 
| North Vancouver, 1.0295 (one for 
! dty and other municipality) ; 
1 West Vancouver, 1.3064; Chilli- 
j wack, 1.4087; Surrey, 3.4160; 
I Burnaby, 4.9727; Kamloops,
1.9358: Kelowna, 1.1855; Nelson, 

.7787: " prince Rupert, 1.0189; 
Revelstoke, .3851; Trail, 1.3005.

Whole Coast Area 
As Crown License 

I Urged By Logger
W. C. Gibson, member of the I 

Truck Loggers’ Association, to- 
day told the Legislature’s for­
estry committee that the entire 
coas area of B.C. should be re­
tained as a single management I 
license by the Crown, which I 
should sell timber as it matures [ 
to the highest bidder,

Mr. Gibson told the committee I 
that the truck loggers had no 
quarrel with the forest manage- f 
ment plan but did not approve | 
of the methods adopted in the I 
legislation approved by the | 
Legislature last year.

“If we can * e shown and con- | 
vinced we’re wrong, well go I 
right down the line with you,” | 
he said. He blamed the Legisla­
ture, rather than the operators | 
or the B.C. Forest Service for 
the development of the “cut aftd j 
get out” policy used by opera­
tors in the woods today.

Mr. Gibson contended that I 
revenue from the forests should | 
never have gone into general | 
revenue of the province, but the I 
government should have adopted | 
a policy that every tree cut must \ 
pay for planting of another tree. 1

The forestry department, he I 
claimed, had not been given the 1 
funds it required to build up a I 
strong department, and now it I 
was passing the burden on to | 
private industry.

Claire Smith, president of the I 
association, contended that log-1 
ging companies should be re- j 
quired to pay for reforestation j 
where it was necessary and sug- j 
gested that the government j 
should make a levy for reforests- j 
tion on the same basis as assess- j 
ments for scaling charges. But | 
Mr. Smith claimed that natural I 
reforestation to the extent of 75 I 
per cent can be achieved by care-1 
ful logging and natural regenera-1 
tion was the cheapest and most j 
satisfactory..

[Exnect Resumption 
of Berry Exports

I yope that the Marshall Flan I 
I will make possible the resumption I 
I of exports of B.C. berries in sul-1 
I phur dioxide solution was ex-1 

presstd by Agriculture Minister I 
I Frank Putnam Wednesday in the I 
I B.C, Legislature.
I For years large quantities of I 

berries from southern Vancouver I 
I Island and the Fraser Valley | 
j have been shipped in solution : 

United Kingdom, 
ar conservation 

ver, has cut these o

Reforestation Plans 
Won't Hit Target 

I Because Of Snows
C. D. Orchard, deputy forest I 

1 minister for B.C., told the Legisla-1 
] lure’s forestry committee that I 
I bad weather had held up the gov-1 
I ernment’s current planting pro-1 
I gram, aimed at the planting of I 
112,000,000 Douglas fir seedlings i 
I on Vancouver Island, and the pro-1 
I gram this year would fall short |
I of its aim.

The government, Mr. Orchard I 
j said, had originally aimed at in-1 
I creasing nursery production to|
120,000,000 trees annually, but be-1 
I cause of the shortness of the jj 
I planting season and the huge g 
| labor force required the planting g 
I program had been cut back tog 
112,000,000 trees annually.

Seedlings can only be planted |
I successfully for reforestation dur-1 
1 ing a short period in the fall and 1 
I during about six weeks in the I 
( spring. The fall planting period I 
I is endangered by early frosts, 3 
I while the spring planting period, j j as is the case this year, has been 1 
I cut short by late snows.

Mr. Orchard said that two I 
I camps on Vancouver Island em- 9 
I ploying 150 men had been re- j 
I quired to halt operations by I 
I snows last week-end.

Under the government’s sus-1 
I tained yield forestry program, | 
I now being set up, holders of for-1 I est management licenses will be 8 
I required to shoulder the respon-J 
I sibility of reforestation on the I 
I lands covered by the license. f 

This policy, Mr. Orchard said, I 
| was being adopted because it was | 
I impossible for a single agency to I 
I handle a problem requiring such I 
I a huge labor force and restricted j 
I to such a period.
I Logging companies holding 1 
I management licenses, wh e r el 
I necessary, since natural regener-1 
I ation has not been adeouate. will 1 
I probably put their logging forces I 
I to tree planting during the short 1 
I planting periods of the spring I 
land fall. .

[Salesfax Will Hit 
I Poor, Says Member

B.C.’s proposed sales tax was I 
I assailed In the B.C. Legislature I 
I Wednesday because It was con-1 

tended by A. J. Turner, C.C.F., I 
I Vancouver Centre, It would make I 
I the poor poorer and the sick | 
I sicker.
I Mr. Turner claimed that 111 I 
I health was more prevalent I 
1 among "the poor than the rich and | 

that the tax would lower the I 
standard ol living, thus making I 

I the poor poorer and therefore I 
I Increase sickness and hospitalisa-1 

tion costs.
"Prevention In every sphere ol I 

social life Is cheaper than cure,” | 
I he warned.

(Law-Making Starts 
| In B.C. Legislature

Five bills, all providing lor I 
I minor administrative changes 1 
and repeal ol an act, provisions I 
for which are made elsewhere, I 
were Introduced In the B.C. [ 
Legislature Wednesday alter- )

I noon.
An amendment to the Soldiers’ 

Land Act provides for creation I 
of a separate account in the I 
treasury for funds of the I 
Southern Okanagan Lands Pro-1 
ject at Oliver. At the present j 
time funds from this project go I 
Into consolidated revenue of the| 
province.

The Codling-moth Control Act I 
is repealed, since control bf the! 
pest In province’s orchards is pro-1 
vlded for elsewhere in the | 
statutes of the province.

A bill to amend the Farmers’ j 
Land-clearing Assistance Act pro-1 
tides, for the agriculture depart­
ment to place a lien in the land I 
registry office on land it has I 
cleared and for which It has not j 
received full payment. In some I 
cases purchasers of lands cleared j 
by the government have not been I 
aware that money Is still owing | 
to the province.

Control of creameries, dairies I 
and milk pasteurization plants I 
will be tightened up in a bill I 
Introduced by Agriculture I 
Minister Frank Putnam to I 
amend the Creameries and ] 
Dairies Regulation Act.

Changes already made by the j| 
federal government In Its col­
lection of taxes on corporations I 
are incorporated in the B.C. I 
legislation in amendments to the I 
British Columbia Corporation I 
Income Tax Act introduced by I 
Finance Minister Herbert | 
Anscomb.

Prefers Calluses 
I To College Degree

Agriculture Minister Frank I 
Putnam, who during his liretime [ 
has probably done more hard I 
manual labor than any other I 
member of the provincial cabinet, | 
is strongly in favor of hard work.

Wednesday in the B.C. Legls-1 
lature Mr. Putnam, who has I 
spent many years of his life ! 
farming, suggested that if I 
schools could teach people to I 
think for themselves and senti 
them out into the world with I 
ambitions and missions, they! 
would be fulfilling their purpose. I

“Something in education robe I 
work of its dignity,” he said. "I I 
think that’s bad.

’1 believe calluses on the hands I 
are Just as good as a college I 
degree, and probably do a loti 
more good.”

He said that British Columbia] 
had been built to its present] 
stature by people with calluses I 
on their hands, and ‘T tl "~“ 
that’s what we’ve got to get I 
to."
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Farmer, Soil Preservation Vital Factors 
In Salvation Of World. Savs Putnam

“Th» «nil is nnr mnst nrlMlMs i>ï! Cnoalrmcr nf th» lnw»r“The soil is our most priceless 
possession and our greatest 
responsibility. Freedom has 
never flourished in a hungry and 
impoverished land. God grant us 
the intelligence to respect the 
soil, and the will to conserve it| 
in all ways, so that when our 
period ol stewardship is done we 
may pass on the soil with its fer-j 
tllity and fruitfulness undl-j 
minished. Thus, our children's 
children and their children’s 
children shall not know want, 
and their nation will remain the 
land of plenty and the home of 
freedom.”

Thus, using the words of 
another person, Agriculture 
Minister Frank Putnam con­
cluded an address in the B.C. 
Legislature Wednesday. While 
not a skilled orator—he is a 
farmer himself—Mr. Putnam put 
across to the House his plea: 
Farmers must be given a better 
deal, and the soil must be con­
served, if the people of the world 
are to be well fed.

Making a thorough review of 
the agricultural picture in British

HON. FRANK PUTNAM
I Columbia, the minister’s speech, t 
! which came during the budget I 
I debate in the legislature, con-1 

tained several warnings and ex-1 
| pressions of hope.

He said that he hoped to bel 
I able to announce before long I 
that the government would help I 

I in the digging of dugouts and ! 
I building of dams in the Peace I 
I River district to augment farm j 
I water supplies.

Asked by Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., I 
1 Cowithan-Newcastle, what was I 

going to be done about the water | 
shortages on Vancouver Islan 

I Mr. Putnam said that someth!!
I will have to iie done about thla 
1 and that he had high hopes that! 
1 the formation of a Greater Vic-1 
1 toria water board would br| 1 

In plenty to farms on 
end of Vancouver 

lg a paradise in the !
* to supply produce 1

Speaking of the lower Fraser I 
I Valley, Mr. Putnam warned that I 

some day it may be regretted ! 
that fine agricultural areas had 1 

I been taken over for residential |
I purposes.
| TO IMPROVE GRAZING LANDS I 

He warned" that some of the|
I interior range lands may be |
I over-grazed at the present time, j 
I but it was hoped that expert- '
} meats now being undertaken !
] would make possible improve-1 

ment of these vast grazing lands I 
I by the ' development of new f 
j grasses.

Through development of water |
I and power resources of the jj 

Columbia River, Mr. Putnam i 
j foresaw the development of | 
j 100,000 acres of irrigated land In i 
I the East Kootenay district before I 
I long, and he said that the y 
j development of the river will E 

bring cheap power to that dis- §
| trict.

Farm lands of this area will I 
j be producing long after the Kim- [ 

berley mine is merely a hole in t 
] the ground and Trail is just a | 
I ghost town, he suggested.

“The land should be looked | 
l alter as our greatest resource,” j 
! he warned, adding that the his- J I tory of all nations had shown E 
J that when the land had eroded I 
I and production was lost, that | 
I country began to sink.
I MUST DOUBLE PRODUCTION I

"We’re going just about the j 
| same way," he warned.

Yet the agricultural production I 
I of the world would have to be 
I doubled in the next 15 to 20 years | 
I or people would be going hungry, 

he said, so great is the increase I 
in the population of the world |

I today.
While pleading for conserva-1 

I tlon of the soil, Mr. Putnam I 
j urged that the lot of the farmer j 
I must be improved, for most of I 
I the farming today in B.C. was 
I being done by persons getting on 

in years and farming was attract-1 
J ing few young people.

“If it weren’t for machinery we I 
I wouldn’t have sufficient food to | 
| feed ourselves,” he said.

"The government will be well! 
I advised to develop the country 
I and to make it a better place to | 
I live,” he said.

“Put the farmers on the samel 
I level as the urban people,” he I 
I said. “I think it is a moral 
I honored and dignified industry! 
I than any other we have. If we] 
| don’t see farm production on | 

proper fertilized land, citizenship ] 
| of this province is going to go j 
I down.”

Committee Hears 
Vancouver Tax 

I To Bring $2,200,000
Vancouver’s proposed business 

I tax will raise the revenue of the 
[mainland city from businesses 
I from $1,000,000 presently col- 
I lected in trade license fees to an 
I estimated $2,200,000, Acting 
I Mayor George Miller told the 
I legislative private bills com- 
I mittee yesterday.

Vancouver is asking amend- I ment to the legislation passed at 
I the last session of the Legisla- 
jture to give cities authority to 
I levy he tax to provide for the I collection of either the business I tax or the trade license fee,I whichever is larger; to exempt I by by-law certain persons, and 
] to continue to collect a fee on 
I motor vehicles.

The proposed amendments I were presented to the committee 
| by D. E. McTaggart, K.C., city 
| solicitor for Vancouver.

Mr. McTaggart said that the 
I law as it now stands requires the 
I city to levy the business tax on 
I all businesses, but Vancouver felt 
I that certain groups should be 
| exempted. He suggested private 
| schools should not be taxed 
I under the proposed new levy be- 
I cause each seat provided by 
I these schools reduced the num- 
I her the city had to provide.

Mr. McTaggart also suggested 
I that in some cases the city would I receive more revenue by collect- 
| ing the trade license fee than the 
| business tax and therefore it 
| was asked that the city have 
] power to levy either one or the 
I other. Peddlers, with small offi- 
| ces, would not provide much 
] revenue under the business tax, 
| he suggested, yet they could t 

required to pay in accordance 
I with the size ol their business 
1 under the trade license tax.

At the same time Vancouver 
I is asking to remove the ceilings 
| of $500 for a manufacturing 
| plant and $2 per employee on the 
| trade license fee.

Exception to this was taken by 
I T. G. Norris, K.C., representing 
| the Canadian Manufacturers’ As- 
| s Delation. He claimed the prin- 
] ciple was entirely unsound and 
I that ceilings should continue 
I pending the levy of the business 
I tax and that the city should not 
I have a blank cheque for Uoens- 
|ing businesses.

The new provisions were 
I in amendments to the charter 
I the city of Vancouver.

They have been taken ui 
ation by the

■Orchard Outlines 
! Experiments To Cut 
! Reforestation Costs

Experiments to cut down the I 
expense of reforestation by use | 
of airplanes and other methods I 
were outlined to the Legislature’s | 
forestry committee, today by C. | 

ID. Orchard, deputy forests min­
ister for the B.C. government. 

The question had been opened I 
ip by Claire Smith, president of | 
re Truck Loggers’ Association, | 

[who said that experiments now | 
Ijwere being conducted in loading | 

seeds so that they could be | 
topped trom aircraft.

Orchard outlined several | 
H experiments which had been con- 
H ducted during the last two dec-1 

ades in seeding of forests but | 
indicated, while some of them | 
may in the future be practical, I 

tat the present time all were I 
j either less satisfactory or more I 
I expensive than planting by hand I 
seedling trees grown in nurse-1 

I rles.
With Douglas fir seed costing I 

H$4 a pound and two and a half I 
^ pounds is needed per acre, the | 

■ cost of “broadcast” seeding, he | 
| said, was more expensive than I 
nursery production of seedlings I 
and planting by hand. He pointed | 
out that a considerable portion | 
of the seeds distributed failed to | 

1 grow and loss to birds and ro-1 
dents was heavy.

To cut down the loss to birds I 
and rodents experiments had I 
been conducted into poisoning I 
these pests before the seeding; [ 

I perfuming the seeds so that they I 
j would drive the rodents away I 
and poisoning the seed. None] 

I of thsee techniques had proved | 
encouraging.

In some area seeds were I 
planted with shields over them | 
and the shields were later col-1 
lected but the result was not en-1 
couraging.

The latest experiments are I 
aimed at providing a protection | 
for the seeds against rodents I 
and birds, so that the seeds after | 
being dropped from aircraft I 
would not be eaten up. While I 
this had proved successful for I 
rice and other products, the diffl- ! 
culty with forest tree seed pelt- { 
ing at the present time was to j 
develop a protection which would | 
eliminate the loss to birds and t 

I rodents but at the same time I 
[permit moisture penetration to j 
start the growth of the seed. I 

Mr. Orchard admitted that | 
I something may be developed In | 
! the future to make this possible. I
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mS
FASTING PUBLIC FUNDS
REGARDLESS OF WHEN OR BY WHOM 

It was arranged, there Is an item on 
which the Legislature should hesitate before 

anting funds, and that is a projected trip 
Great Britain ot the Minister ot Trade 

Industry and his deputy. At a time 
when the government is admittedly finding 
|t extremely difficult to budget for its ever- 

nounting cost of public and social services,
(It is hard to reconcile this extraordinary g 

decision to spend thousands of dollars on the 
provision of ministerial clcerones—who, 
incidentally, know little tf anything of 

i British business methods—for a group ot 
Î British Columbia business men who prob- 
! ably know much more.

Since this a matter which already has 
been aired in the House, and because we 
have some knowledge ot Britain and the 
British importer, it is imperative that the 
taxpayers ot this province be alert to this 
stupid proposal to fritter away public funds.
And it must be classed as stupid in the 
light of the inescapable fact that British 
Columbia is fortunate in having in the Bri­
tish metropolis a talented representative 
who, in the last quarter ot a century, has Imp 
been on the spot acquiring an Intimate ■ 
knowledge of British people and the British H 
way ot doing business. And on innumerable I 
occasions he has demonstrated his ability ffi 
to act as our ambassador and commercial ■ 
envoy far more successfully than any ■ 
transient—even of ministerial or deputy- § 
ministerial status.

In addition to Mr. W. A. McAdam, 
C.M.G., the Agent-General to whom we refer 
above, British Columbia also is represented 
in the United Kingdom by a trade com­
missioner, Colonel H. F. E. Smith, whom the 
government appointed only a few months 
ago to assist the province’s senior official 
in the attainment of those very important 
objectives which the minister and his deputy 
pow argue they hope to reach by virtue of a 
few weeks’ visit.

Nothing we have said in the foregoing 
is intended as the least personal reflection 
on the Minister of Trade and Industry or 
his deputy. It is merely said to suggest that 
it is ridiculous to waste public funds to 
send them on a mission for which there is 
not the slightest justification. The delega­
tion of outstanding business men who are 
intending to make the trip at their own 
expense are, we feel confident, thoroughly 
competent to manage their own tour of 
British Industrial centres—especially as 
they are assured of the expert and courteous 
guidance ot Mr. McAdam and his assistant 
in trade matters.
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Urges Government 
Form Commission 
To Control Racing

Taking1 over of British Colum­
bia’s race track industry by the 
government was recommended 
in the B.C. Legislature Wednes­
day by A. J. Turner, C.C.F., Van­
couver East.

This was suggested as a solu­
tion to the problem currently 
being discussed by the govern­
ment, brought about by claims 
that the B.C. Turf and Country 
Club Ltd. was unable to make an 
adequate return on its invest­
ment on two race tracks in the 
Vancouver area.

“Apparently B.C. Turf Is out 
for blood and plans to make the 
government surrender," he said, 
noting that two suggestions had 
been brought forward. One, that 
the government allow the race 
tracks to take another 2 per cent 
out of bets placed, and the other 
that the government put up $500 
purses on each day of racing to 
encourage the racing of B.C.-bred 
and B.C.-owned horses.

Mr. Turner rejected the first 
suggestion, and urged the govern­
ment to take over the tracks and 
set up a racing commission to 
operate them.

He suggested that the plight of 
the company could not be so bad 
since he had learned that an offer 
of $1,000 a day for use of a track 
had been made to the company 
but rejected.

A. J. McDonell, Coalition, Van­
couver Centre, asked Mr. Turner 
for the source of his information. 
Mr. Turner declined to give the 
source, saying he had learned it 
on reliable authority and the 
member would have to be satis­
fied with that.

SATURDAY.

hhhi
! Printer's Error In 
Budget Estimates 

[Puzzles Members
Finance Minister Herbert 

Anscomb told the B.C. Legis­
lature Wednesday that a mistake 

| had been made in the printing 
of the B.C. government’s budget 
estimates for the forthcoming 
fiscal year and jokingly sug­
gested that the mistake resulted 
from his generosity.

Earlier C.C.F. Opposition 
Leader Harold E. Winch had 
brought to the attention of the 
government that some copies of 
the budget estimates presented 
to the House did not contain the 
same figures as others.

The error was brought about I 
apparently by a change in the] 
government’s proposed appropri­
ation for special assistance to] 
rural areas' school taxes. 
Originally the government had 
planned to ask $800,000 for this 
work but later it had upped its 
proposed appropriation to 
$1,100,000.

The change, made after the I 
budget estimates had been I 
printed, apparently was. not | 

| affected in all copies of the esti- 
j mate through an oversight in the 

King’s Printer’s office. Likewise, 
the total appropriations the 
government had asked had not 
been changed in the summary of 
appropriations asked by the 
government.

After the House had decided 
to proceed with the budget debate 
while the question was looked 
into, Mr. Anscomb made his 
statement, assuring the House 
that any members who had 
copies of the estimates in which 
the changes had not been made 
would be presented with the 
revised copies.

MARCH 27. 1948
■i
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Beard Says HouseTalksToo Much, 
Ministers Have To Work Too Hard

Cmdr. C. T. Beard, Coalition, 
Esquimau, thinks that private 
members ol the B.C. Legislature 
talk too much and cabinet 
minister work too hard.

Suggesting that a 30-mlnute 
time limit be set on the speeches 
in the House of private members, 
Cmdr. Beard pretaced his state­
ment by expressing the hope that 
none ol his fellow members 
would take his observation as 
being personal.

“I am firmly of the opinion 
that our form of government 
lacks maximum efficiency be­
cause only a few must carry on 
the burden of government 
throughout the year of this vast 
and fast-growing province by 

[ being numerically insufficient to 
carry on the work involved," he 
continued, advocating that at 
least two more members be added 
to the provincial cabinet.

veral cabinet ministers have 
I or gone sick during 
art time I have been 

S no sick or »

tired minister can give his best 
services to the province," he said. 
"Conversely the province has no 
right to expect so much time and 
worry to be shouldered by so 
few.”

Cmdr. Beard observed that two 
important portfolios were carried 
by one man in the cabinet today, 
apparently referring to the 
Attorney-General and Labor port­
folios held by Hon. Gordon S. 
Wlsmer.

“In my opinion, ministers of 
the government should travel 
extensively if they are to keep 
abreast of the rapid advances In 
B.C., and they cannot take time 
to be away from their desks 
under present conditions," he 
said.

He added that the biggest dis­
illusion he had experienced .was 
the smallness of the part the 
private member plays In the 
larger constructive measures ot 
the government, "and yet a 
private member is given every 
consideration In his efforts to 

> his own constituents.'
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12 M.L.À/S Demand 
! Earlier Sessions

Members from both sides of 
the House Thursday pleaded with 
the B.C. government to call 
sessions of the Provincial Legis- 

I lature earlier In the year so that 
I It would not Interfere with the 

work of members and delegations 
to the government.

John Mclnnis, C.C.F., Fort 
I George, urged the government to 

call future sessions for late 
January or early February, 
noting that the session which 
began March 2 was late this year. 
Earlier sessions, he contended, 
would be more convenient to 
delegations and all others 

! interested in proposed legislation 
) going before the session.
; Cmdr. C. T. Beard, Coalition, 

H Esquimalt, seconded the sug 
1 gestion of Mr. Mclnnis, urging 
i the government not only to call 
! the session in January but also 
| to call members to Victoria a 
i week before the session opened 

so that they could become 
I acquainted will» the impending 
I legislation.

He described as a poor excuse 
| the contention of the government 
that the session could not start 
earlier because legislation was 
not ready.

Massive Mine Bills 
! Before Legislature

Legislation covering almost I 
| every phase of mining in British 1 
I Columbia, superseding present I 
I laws governing coal and metal-1 
I llferous mine operations, now is j 
| before the B.C. Legislature.
I TTte two bills were Introduced I 
I Thursday by Mines Minister R. C. J 
I MacDonald and went through I 
I first reading. Both are the most I 
I bulky pieces of legislation now I 
I before the House.

The Coal Mines Regulation I 
I Act is 81 pages in extent and I 
I includes 94 sections and three I 
I schedules. Governing metal-1 
j llferous mines, quarries and I 
I metallurgical works, the Metal- J 
1 llferous Mines Regulatiqn Act is 
j 63 pages long and has 48 sections J 
j and one schedule. 1

Both bills are the result of 9 
■ a year's work by the minpa j 
I department which held hearing 
j with mine operators and miq 
$ unions. •

Routine amendments to tl|
I Constitution Act and the Apprei 
I ticeship Act are also before th 
I Legislature, having been Intro-1 

;ed Thursday afternoon.

Desionation Planned 
I Of Films For Adults

Provision for classification of 
movies as adult entertainment- 
and advertising of films as adult 
entertainment is made In a pro­
posed amendment to the Moving 
Pictures Act now before the B.C 
Legislature.

Classification of motioiv pic­
tures has long been advocated by 
C.C.F. members of the Legis­
lature, but the amendment intro­
duced by Attorney - General 
Gordon S. Wismer does not go as 
far as C.C.F. members had asked.

It provides that the motion 
picture "censor may, where he 
deems it necessary, classify any 
film as adult entertainment. 
Where a film is so classified, the 
censor may require that there be 
displayed prominently the words 
'adult entertainment’ in such of 
the advertising of the film as 
he deems necessary.”

No provision is made in the 
amending bill to prohibit children 
from attending films classified 
by the censor as adult entertain­
ment-

j Control Demanded 
lOf Coast Ship Fares
j Extension of the powers of the |
I Board of Transport Commis- 
I sioners or creation of a new I 
j board to control passenger fares | 
I and freight charges of British Co-1 
llumbia coastal ships is asked ini 
la motion to be proposed in the! 
I B.C. Legislature by Herbert Gar-1 
B grave, C.C.F, Mackenzie.
I Notice of the motion, to be k 
| moved next Tuesday, has been [ 
(given to the Legislature.
I Mr. Gargrave points out that | 
(many thousands of B.C. citizens n 
I are completely dependent for | 
I their transportation and freight I 
I on the various coastal steamship I 
I companies which, during the past | 
I year, have increased both passen- f I ger fares and freight rates, “with-1 
I out regard to the general public | 
■ interest."
I He will ask the House to peti-1 
Ition the federal government urg-1 
I ing the creation of a board simi- ! 
liar to the Board of Transport j 
I Commissioners, which controls j 
I railway freight and passenger 1 
I fares or extension of these | 
1 powers to the present board.

$3 Court Cost Levy 
Set For Magistrates

I Increase in court costs is pro-1 
vided for in a bill to amend the I 

I Magistrates Act now before the I 
I B.C. Legislature.

Introduced by Attorney-General I 
j Gordon S. Wismer, the bill pro-1 
I vides that magistrates may levy | 
I charges of 83 for costs in cases I 
j originating under the Summary | 

'*■ dctlon Act in unorganh of the province?
- charge is $2.50.1

! More For Cancer 
Urged By Doctor

! Dr. R. R. Laird, who represents 
the Simllkameen constituency in 

I the B.C. Legislature, thinks the 
I B.C.' government may be wise to 
I build up its highway system for 
j military purposes.

“There may come a day, sooner 
I than any of us even dare vision,” 

he told the Legislature Thursday, ™, 
“in which we Will need roads |

I south and north, east and west,
I not only for the purpose of our 

citizens, but for the purpose of 
I military travel, in order that we 

may quickly transport supplies 
I to our Pacific coast to defend us 
I against an Invader.”
] The government member com­

plimented the works department 
j on choice of men, who were 
I capable of not only building 
I roads but also, if the need arises, 

of building air fields.

Road Network Said 
Handy For Defence

The B.C. government, while I 
moving In the right direction by I 
asking twice as much for cancer | 
control this year, is still not doing I 
sufficient, in the opinion of Dr. | 
R. R. Laird.

The government member for I 
Simllkameen also expressed | 
satisfaction in the B.C. Legls-1 
lature Thursday that the govern- j 
ment was planning to grant I 
$25,000 toward arthritis control I 
and was increasing appropria- ; 
lions for tuberculosis control.

Dr. Laird, one of three I 
physicians who are members of I 
the House, suggested that the| 
government should pass legisla-1 

■' tion to make directors of health | 
and benefit societies responsible 
for losses incurred by their | 
patients, and advocated that j 
plans for a medical school on the I 
University of B.C. campus with [ 
a 500-bed hospital be proceeded I 
with.

Esquimalt Member 
Advocates Province 
Regulate Profits

Overcharging is a polite term 
for theft, in the opinion of Cmdr.
C. T. Beard, Coalition govern-, 
ment member of the B.C. Legls- 

iff lature, and the government 
hi should make legislative curbs on 
Q those endeavouring to become 
;â rich as a direct result of the war 
«8 or of conditions brought about 

by the war.
Cmdr. Beard outlined his views 

to the B.C. Legislature before 
the Easter adjournment, contend­
ing that the government should 
have power to license persons to 
do business and should stipulate 
that charges be fair or the 
license would be withdrawn. At 
the present time, he said, the 
government only has power to 
interfere where the financial 
set-up of a company is unsatis­
factory.

He cited as an example 
attempts by furniture-moving 
companies to overcharge a 
person of his acquaintance, and 
said he would gladly substantiate 
his statements before any com­
mittee the government cared to 
set up.

"These are but two cases which 
came to my Immediate notice 
and give me cause to believe that 
hundreds of similar cases must 
exist," he said.

“It is probably futile for me 
to ask for legislation to curb 
these practices as we are so 
wedded to the antiquated slogan 
of free enterprise, before we have 
too many discontented people 
who will, quite rightly, make 
every effort to put this seemingly 
helpless government out of 
power. In my opinion we are 
their protectors and are falling 
to fulfil our responsibilities In 
this respect.
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:ormal Speechmaking Nears Conclusion
As Current Session Enters

"""tnrough the formality of first IThe current session of the 
British Columbia Legislative 
Assembly Tuesday enters its 
tilth week following a four-day 
Easter adjournment and the in­
dications are that with the 
■second long debate scheduled to 

wound up Wednesday the 
[tempo of the proceedings of the 
iouse will be speeded up soon.

Convened March 2—a couple 
bf weeks later than usual and 
pome of the lawmakers have 
pointed out to the government, 
urging that in future sessions 
fetart in January or early 
February—the Provincial Parlia­
ment to date has spent most of 
its time discussing a wide range 
of topics.

Traditionally the first few 
weeks of any session are turned 
over to the debate on the Speech 
from Throne which gives every 
legislator an opportunity to dis­
cuss whatever topic he wants 

Technically the debate on the 
Speech from the Throne is 
limited to the topics mentioned 
by the government in the speech 
read by the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor on the opening day of the 
session but actually a member 
can discuss anything which the 
Speech from the Throne fails to 
mention.

The debate on the Speech 
from the Throne got under­
way during the current session 
on March 3 with Mrs. Nancy 
Hodges, Coalition government 
member for Victoria, leading off 
and making the motion that the 
Lieutenant-Governor be thanked. 
A Air Vice-Marshall L. F. Steven? 
son, another government mem­
ber, who represents Vancouver- 
Point Grey, seconded the motion. 
The debate continued In full swing 
until March 16 when the motion 
was passed.
RECORD $77,000,000 BUDGET 

It was followed the next after­
noon by presentation by Finance 
Minister Herbert Anscomb of the 
record $77,000,000 budget. This 
confirmed that British Colum­
bians faced a new form of pro­
vincial tax—a retaail sales tax 
expected to net $12,000,000 an­
nually. i

The second big debate of the 
Legislature was detonated by 

Anscomb’s budget address 
And this debate will continue1 
Tuesday when the Legislative 
Assembly reconvenes after thjfe 
Easter adjournment.

Like the debate on the Speech 
from the Throne the budget de­
bate, technically confined to 
points raised by the budget, has 
wandered over all questions in 
the minds of the lawmakers.

While the two debates have 
been in progress the legislators 
have started on the job of 
actually making laws, but to 
but one measure has been ff 
passed. It was a law to valii 
an election of village c< 
sioners in Osoyoos and had to 
rushed through so that 
village could carry on its fw 
tions.
IMPORTANT LEGISLATION 

Several other more impo; 
pieces of legislation have 
[introduced during the

reading but the legislation of I 
greatest interest to the people of I 
the province has yet to be I 
brought into the House by the | 
government.

Perhaps the most important bill I 
before the House at the present | 
time is that providing for amend­
ments to the Forest Act which 
Lands and Forests Minister E. T. 
Kenney introduced some weeks 
ago. It provides for increase in 
royalties timber companies will 
have to pay the government for 
trees cut on Crown lands, pro­
vision for establishment of farm 
woodlots and a plan to assist 
logging operators in building 
logging roads with funds ad­
vanced by the government and 
repayable as timber is hauled 
over those roads.

While the government's forest 
management license system to 
provide sustained yiêld forestry 
had been under considerable fire 
since it was introduced a year 
ago, no change in this policy was 
provided for in the amending bill.

With the winding up of the 
budget debate probably next 
Wednesday the Legislature will 
occupy itself with lawmaking and 
formal passing, item by item, of 
appropriations to carry on the 
affairs of the government during 
the forthcoming fiscal year. 
BUDGET ESTIMATES

Passing of the budget estimates 
is done in committee of the whole 
House properly known as com­
mittee of supply. During this 
committee meeting the 10 cabi-r 
net ministers will have to prove | 
to the satisfaction of the legis­
lators the necessity of tne appro-1 
prlations asked, for their depart- " 
Inents.

During the next week or two 
the bulk of the legislation the 
House will consider during the 
present session will also be intro­
duced.

The bill to provide for the levy­
ing of the sales tax will prob­
ably be followed with keener in­
terest by the public than any 
other measure. In it the people 
will learn what foods will be 
exempt from the tax and what 
items will be taxed, how the tax 
system will work and an indi­
cation will probably be given of I 
the date at which the tax will | 
come into force.

Administration of the tax is ex-1

Ipected to require a considerable [ 
force.

The passage of this bill in all 
probability will be preceded by 
the strongest opposition barrage 
of the session. During the bud­
get debate opposition members 
almost without exception have 
expressed their strong opposition 
to the measure, winning the sup­
port of two government members 
in a vote on an amendaient to ] 
Mr. Anscomb’s motion that the
House go into committee of 
supply.

While indication was given in I "to Speech from the Throne and 1 
t the “policy” speech of Premier I 
pyron Johnson of the govern-1 

plans to institute a hos-l 
ation scheme nothing has | 
i heard of this proposal $ 

ovision for financing 
s made tn the budj 

on 1

since the “policy”'speech by cabi-

Inet ministers of the type of I 
scheme under consideration by I 
the government.
The legislators to date have I 
been working on an easy sched- [ 
ule, with but one night sitting I 
held so far. But more night sit-1 
tings are in store for the mem- ! 
bers before they leave for their | 
homes on or after April 15. 

—..........

*
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[Tells Of Big Plans For Department

1 Works Minister E. C. Carson told the B.C. Legislature this afternoon I 
how his department plans to spend $18,600,000 during the forth-1 
coming fiscal year on maintaining, rebuilding and surfacing B.C. [ 

highways and replacing bridges.

124 Miles Of New Construction! 
Scheduled For Coming Season

The Provincial government 
during the forthcoming con­
struction period plans to let con­
tracts for 124 miles of new 
construction and reconstruction.

Details of the program were 
announced in the Legislature 
today by Works Minister E. C. 
Carson who said the new projects 
would be confined for the most 
part to the main trunk highways 
and will consist mostly of con­
tinuation of projects now In 
progress or filling In gaps 
between projects already com­
pleted.

During the 1947-48 fiscal year 
the government, with appropria- 

‘tions totaling $7,580,000 author­
ized, embarked on projects for 

struction and reconstruction

of 214 miles of highway, also con-1 
fined mostly to main trunk roads. 1 
Of this work 84 miles was done! 
by contract and the remaining | 
130 by day labor projects.

Completed during the ye 
were 294 miles of new construe 
tion and reconstruction, Including I 
projects already In progress at | 
the beginning of the year.

Of the total $7,580,000 author­
ized for new construction, 
$5,000,000 was allocated for the 
last calendar year, the remainder 
being allocated for the current 
calendar year. To this will be 
added $5,000,000 for the fiscal 
year to start next Thursday.

Aside from the Duncan-Lady-1 
smith rerouting of the Island! 
Highway, all of the major projects g 
are slated for the mainland
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pi Duncan Project 
jin $18,600,000 
I Works Program

to I Works Minister E. C. Carson announced today the 
Provincial government plans to spend $18,600,000 during 
the fiscal year to start Thursday of this week on main­
tenance and new construction of highways and bridges in 
the province, including construction of a new Island High­
way route from Duncan to Ladysmith—the largest project 
ever undertaken on the Island Highway.

Details of the massive public works department program 
for the coming fiscal year were announced by the minister 
in the Provincial Legislative Assembly this afternoon as 
the budget debate neared the close.

Scheduled for the 1949 program are several other minor 
improvements in the Island Highway which will complete 
the rebuilding of the main island artery from Langford to 
Courtenay which was started during recent years.

3 Per Cent Sales Tax Bill! 
Before Legislature Soon

Mr. Carson reported that 
I ^commendations are expected to 
! be received by the department 
I within three or four months on 
1 the proposed new Island High- 
I way outlet for Victoria.

Of the $18,600,000 program, 
the government is asking 

! $7,000,000 for road maintenance, 
1 an Increase of $1,000,000 over 
1 current fiscal year, but most of 
! this $1,000,000 will be eaten up 
J by Increased costs; $3,100,000 for 
s paving; $5,000,000 for new con- 
jstruction; $2,500,000 for bridges, 
jj and $1,000,000 for new equipment.

The paving appropriation Is 
I expected to put new surfaces on 
I 465 miles of highway, compared 
j with 283 miles of surfacing com­

pleted during the past construe 
tion season. Included in the pro-| 
gram are the surfacing of 21] 
miles from Red Gap to Qualicuml 
and Union Bay, and 20 miles | 
between Parksville and Cathe-1 
dral Grove.

This phase of the overall pro-j 
gram will be financed by thej 
three cents a gallon gasoline tax I 
taken over by the Provincial I 
government last year when the 1 
Dominion government vacated I 
the gasoline tax field. Of the] 
total $3,100,000, $2,500,000 is j
expected to come from the taxi 
during the coming fiscal year | 
while the remainder Is a carry- ! 
over from unspent portions oil 
the tax during the current fiscal | 
year.

To Replace Bridges On Island
Several bridges on Vancouver 

I Island are planned to be replaced 
(with the $2,500,000. These 

;lude replacement of the fol- 
I lowing bridges with the esti- 
I mated costs of the structures as 
I follows: Tugwell Bridge, $16,000; 

Muir Creek, $16,000; Sandstone 
Creek, $15,000—all on the west 

I coast road; and Niagara Bridge, 
I $50,000, on the Malahat; Coombs, 
1 $100,000; Courtenay Slough, 

$45,000, and Diamond Crossing, 
$180,000—all In the Comox elec- 
torial district; and River Bend 

I bridge, $45,000, In the Alberal 
electoral district.

This phase of .the project will 
be financed from the $5,000,000 
loan for bridges provided during 

[ the last session of the Legislature 
and from bridge maintenance 
funds.

Mr. Carson said that every 
effort would be made to have 
the Hope-Princeton Highway, 
providing the first direct high­
way link for the Okanagan Valley 
with the coast, completed and 

■ 1» 1949.
had been hoped that 

Hope and 
been com-

pleted aa a paved highway early! 
in 1948, adverse weather condi-1 
tlons and the encountering of I 
more rock than had been pre-j 
viously estimated, together with! 
other factors, would indicate that ! 
the completion of this Important | 
highway In 1948 Is Impossible,” 
he said.

Mr. Carson gave no Indication I 
in his address as to the date! 
when the John Hart Highway, to I 
provide the Peace River district f 
with its first direct highway [ 
outlet to the B.C. coast, would be | 
completed.

The sections of the Island I 
Highway yet to be reconstructed I 
following the completion of the] 
Duncan-Ladysmith projects, 
elude those between Qualicuml 
and Cook's Creek and a short j 
section at Mill Bay.

Mr. Carson gave no Indication! 
as to which of the two routes! 
for the Duncan-Ladysmith pro-1 
ject would be chosen * 
department. The que 
being Investigated to' 
eussions with civic 
officials at Duncan not 1

For further 
Works Department ;

1$

Finance Minister Herbert Ans 
I comb indicated today that the bill 
I to provide foF the levying of the 
I three per cent retail sales tax in 
I British Columbia would be intro- 
I duced in the Legislature later his 
j week or early next week.

Mn Anscomb said that the bill 
I was not completely prepared yet 
I and it would be two or three days 
I before it was ready for presen- 
[tation to the Legislature.

Meanwhile it was learned that j 
I the staff which will be required 
I to administer the act when it 
I comes into effect will be housed 
I in the new temporary office j 
I building being completed now be-1

Material Shortages, 
High Costs Slow 

I Bridge Replacement
British Columbia’s 1947-481 

I bridge-building program, calling I 
I for the replacement of 61 struc-1 

tures, fell far wide of its mark I 
I because of shortages, Works]
| Minister E. C. Carson told the |
] Provincial Legislature today.,

Of the program, but four!
I bridges were completed and 16 
I are In the process of construction,
110 having foundations completed 
| and awaiting steel, and 17 were 
| replaced by permanent culverts 
| and fills.

"Six other bridges which had] 
I to be substituted for the original | 
I list were constructed in concrete | 
| and steel,” he said.. ‘Tn addition 

to these structures, there were a I 
number of smaller structures | 

| constructed in the various dls- 
I tricts throughout the province."

Mr. Carson went on to say that 
I materials, men and equipment, | 

lacking throughout the entire I 
| year, did not show much sign of I 
| improvement during the coming | 
I fiscal year.

He noted that the mill price of | 
I steel had Increased by $20 a ton | 

during the year and the cost of | 
structural timber had almost [ 

I doubled.
‘Tn addition the wage scale I 

I increased by 25 per cent and 
there is a further advance for | 

| steel prices forecast," he said.
“The effect of these Increases] 

| Is going to be that only a little [ 
more than half of the structures I 

I will be built that had been] 
] planned for from the $5,000,000] 
| allocated by the treasury depart- 
| ment,” he said, adding that one ] 
| of the major problems of thej 

department was to replace 
| bridges so that It will not be | 
[necessary to close any major] 
[structures to traffic.

Mr. Carson noted that while] 
1 work for the Pattullo Bridge | 

fabricated and erected at] 
r ton, latest bids Indicate! 

of constructlo 
per

I

hind the Parliament Buildings.!
The building now is about 85 per I 
cent complete.

British Columbians are ex-L 
pected to know what items will! 
be taxed and what items will be I 
exempted after the bill has been I 
introduced in the House. Some! 
indication of the starting date of | 
the tax may also be given in the I 
bill.

While Mr. Anscomb has an-1 
nounced that liberal exemptions! 
will be allowed foods for family! 
consumption, the tax will be ! 
levied on restaurant meals, cigar-1 
ettes and liquors, it has been re-1 
ported at the Parliament Build-1 
ings. «■■atari

Review Suggested 
Of B.C, Road Aid

Jln I IWorks Minister E. C. Carson 
gj told the B.C. Legislature thisl 
■ afternoon that the whole matterl 

of highways In municipalité 
] maintained by the Provincial! 
j government should be revised ln§ 
| light of present conditions.

The minister said that the! 
] recommendations of the Golden-1 
| berg commission that the! 
| province extend its financial par-l 
Itldpation on highways in muni-1 
fcipalities to cities not exceeding! 
| a population of 15,000, and that1 
| special grants be made to cities! 
| with populations exceeding that! 

tbtal had not been carried out by| 
the Provincial government be-| 
cause of shortage of competent! 

| staff.
“It Is my contention that our| 

I modem program of highway I 
construction Is designed and | 
carried out to move motorized [ 
traffic expeditiously to their j 

| various destinations,” he said. I 
‘Tn certain areas ribbon and! 

| business development is detrac-l 
] ting from the usefulness and I 

original purpose of our present | 
] highway design. In other words I 
| our modem highways In certain I 
| sections' are merely another I 
[street with the comparative! 
] hindrances to the free flow of 1 
(motor traffic.

“Every possible effort will bej 
] made during the coming year to I 
I catch up on our safety and f 
| directional algnlpg,” he continu

Kenney To Wind Up 
I Debate Wednesday

The budget debate, which ha* | 
Ioccupied the B.C. Legislature! 
| since ,Finance Minister Herbert [ 
I Anscomb presented his budget I 
I address Mardi 17, is scheduled] 
I to be wound up Wednesday after-1 
I noon by Lands and Forests Min-1 
I later E. T. Kenney. I

Scheduled to speak that after ! 
before Mr. Kenney are! 
| Love, Coalition govern- 

nber for Grand Forks-1 
Is
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lospitalization Plan 
To Go To Caucus Soon

The provincial cabinet is ex-1 
:ted to put British Columbia’s J 

[iew hospitalization insurance f 
icheme before a Coalition caucus | 
hortly.
Both the Speech from the I 

(Throne and Premier Byron John-j 
(son's “policy” speech indicated | 
hat the government would place j

plan before the Legislature | 
during' the current session.

Monday Provincial Secretary I 
Seorge S. Pearson met with j 
nedical and hospital leaders, in* j 

■eluding representatives of the a 
■B.C. Medical Association and the J 
■B.C. Hospitals Association to j 
■discuss the hospital insurance § 
I scheme.

It is expected that the govern-1 I ment may work out a scheme J 
I which will provide benefits simi- 
liar to those of the Blue.Cross to I 
I cover all residents of the pro-$ 
1 vince.

No official announcement has I 
I been made of the government’s | 
1 plans.

No Action Taken 
On Mennonite Vote

The special committee of the I 
B.C. Legislature studying amend­
ments to the Provincial Elections 
Act today declined to make any 
recommendations to the Legisla­
ture on whether or not Mennon- 
ltes should be extended the fran­
chise.

The committee discussed the 
question at length and Thomas i 
King, chairman, asked for a mo­
tion but none was made by the 
committee members. The C.C.F. 
members of the committee made 
it clear that they would not sup­
port any motion which discrimin­
ated against other minority 
groups while extending the fran­
chise to Mennonltes. ,

Mennonites were registered pre­
vious to last year when they were ] 
specifically prohibited from being 
registered on the voters' list.

| Contractors Face 
[Loss On Projects

Several contractors working 
I on big B.C. road projects, despite 
increases in their contract prices 
provided by the Provincial 
government last year, will lose 

I money, Works Minister' E. C. 
Carson told the B.C Legislature 
this afternoon.

1 Mr. Carson told how the con­
tract prices for some of the coq- ; 
tractors had been increased after 
a hearing before Mr. Justice 
Sidney Smith. This cost the 
province about $2,500,000.

He indicated that those 
gaged in long-term proji 
would suffer a loss, despite 

| increase.
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i Acute Shortages 
|0f Men, Machines)
] Hamper Program

Work of the Provincial Works I 
| Department in rebuilding and j 
modernizing British Columbia’s 
25,000 miles of highways and 
hundreds of bridges has beenL 
hampered by four major factors, ■

| Works Minister E. C. Carson told P 
the Provincial Legislature this 
afternoon.

These, the minister said, were I 
I difficulty in securing adequate ! 
equipment, shortages of construe-1 

! tion material, shortages of man-1 
| power, and difficulty in securing j 
I technical personnel.

“Despite the fact that we had!
I placed orders in the two years I 
| for $1,000,000 worth of equipment I 

soon as authorized by the I 
| Legislature,” he said, “we have j 
only had part -delivery of certain I 

| types, our greatest shortage I 
| being in graders and maintainers. I 

“There still remains unde-1 
livered 22 power graders, six I 
tractors, one shovel, 10 trucks, I 
five Backer-Green loaders, four j 
truck plows and miscellaneous | 
equipment.

*T think that I should also] 
point out that owing to rising! 
prices the equipment on order] 
will cost approximately 35 perl 
cent more than when the orders]

! were placed.”
Included among new equip-1 

I ment purchased, Mr. Carson 
listed the following: Twenty 

I grader snow plows, one rotary I 
snow plow, 32 bulldozer blades, 
five towing winders, 28 tractors, I 
nine power shovels, 47 power 1 
graders, four air compressors, | 
two Concrete mixers, two bitu­
minous mixing plants, one I 
asphalt distributor, five gravel- 

j crushing plants, five five-ton I 
four-wheel drive trucks, one j 

I seven-and-one-half-ton four-wheel | 
drive truck, 157 three-ton main-] 
tenance trucks.

The minister said that 50 more I 
new three-ton trucks were on) 
order.

While five years ago the |
I average age of department ipain- 
tenance truck equipment was 1$ ] 
years, today, with the purchase 
of new trucks the average age 

| is 6.3 years, he said.
%t. Carson said that shortages | 

of steel had htid up the depart­
ment’s announced bridge pro-1 
gqam last year, and this shortage 
was aggravated by the strikes in 
the local fabricating plants and 
by the diversions of steel to other I 
areas which had been allocated |

| to the B.C. area.
| LUMBER STILL SHORT

“With respect to material there I 
1 has been some easing up on the 
lumber situation although costs I 

i are exorbitant when compared I 
with the period prior to the war, j 

- and if steel were available, and 
hqving in mind the longer life, it I 

be advisable to switch to

He reported that represents- 
I tlons had been made to the 

Federal government both by him- 
self and Premier Byron Johnson 
which had brought a promise 

I that a fair share of the import 
I quota would come to B.C.
I LABOR TASK EASED

"In the early part of the 19471 
I season, labor was difficult to I 
I obtain in many districts,” he con- [
I tinued. "This hampered both our I 
I maintenance and construction I 
I work. However, with a revision I 
I of our wage and salary scales I 
I upward and a slacking in cer- f 
I tain industrial lines, the situation I 
I was somewhat better than last j 
I year.”

Mr. Carson said that the I 
I,shortage of competent technical I 

personnel In the works depart- [ 
ment would be aggravated on t 
June 30 of this year when several I 
of the department’s senior en-1 

I glneers will retire. He mentioned I 
j specifically the service given by I 
1 A. L. Carruthers, deputy minister, I 

and H. L. Haynes, chief location |
I engineer.

He added that the department I 
I was fortunate in securing the I 

services of Normal M. Macpher-1 
son, former commissioner of I 

I highwavs for Alhe-ta. who will |
I succeed Mr. Carru there.

"We have also been able toll 
I secure the services of several 

ypunger experienced engineers U 
to augment our maintenance I 
staff, and it is proposed to add I 

j others as and when the oppor- j 
| tunity offers,” he said.
■HH

I Stop independents 
I Using Party Titles

Independent candidates in pro-1 
I vincial elections will not be per-f 
I milted in future to adopt party I 
] titles Including the names of any I 
I of the official parties in provin-l 
I cial politics if a recommendation 1 
I of the special elections committee | 
I to the Legislature is adopted.

The committee instructed thatl 
I an amendment to the Provincial [ 
[Elections Act be drafted to pre-l 
I vent a person running on an In- [ 
I dependent Liberal or People's | 
I C.C.F. or any other ticket asso-1 
I dating themselves with the offi- J 
I cial party when they are not I 
I members.

wm

Prairie Folk Problem 
I For Vote Registrars

The special committee of the I 
I B.C. Legislature studying amend-1 
I ments to the Provincial Elections I 
| Act today heard of problems I 
I migrating prairie folk were caus-1 
ling registrars of voters.
I G, M. Phillips, registrar gen-1 
I eral of voters, read a letter from I 
I one deputy who reported some | 
I persons from the prairies were I 
I being registered who had lived In I 
I B.C. the required six-month pe-1 
I riod but were probably planning I 
I to ref urn to their prairie homes. I 
I Actually these persons are not I 
I qualified unless they have estab-1 
Inched their homes in B.C.
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Compulsory Plan Calls
For Payroll Deductions
Of $33 A Year Maximum

Premier Byron Johnson announced today that legis­
lation to provide a compulsory contributory hospital insur­
ance scheme covering all persons in British Columbia will 
be presented immediately to the British Columbia Legisla­
ture.

The Premier said that the maximum payment per 
family will be $83 per year, and will cover all members of 
a family up to the age of 16 years.

To finance the scheme the government will appropriate 
from revenue surplus account $2,000,000 and set aside a 
stabilization fund for the hospital insurance scheme, Mr. 
Johnson said.
Mr. Johnson said that the gov- The only persons exempt 

emment will contract with the [r0m the government’s hospiti 
hospitals to supply ward and , ÿ scheme wil „e wl 
diagnostic services and will con-
tlntie to provide hospital services have coverage with other orgo 
for all recognized social indi- izattons or companies, who 
gents, Including old-age pen- benefits are equal to the govet 
sioners, mothers’ pension recipi- ment scheme. Mr. Johnson sa 
ente and others received social The stabilization fund, 
allowances. which the pr jvince will cont

It is also the intention of the bute $2,000,000,, will be at 
government, said Mr. Johson, to mented by the 70-cent per patle 
introduce legislation to empower per day controution of the pi 
the government to apply the Do- vilncial government to hospiti 
minion tax on amusement to and the 70-cent per patient p 
the hospital fund should the Do- day contribution of munlcipe 
minion withdraw from this tax ties. To this will be added ct 
field. tributions from payroll dedi

“That Is to say, the moment tlons, provided under the schei 
the Dominion withdraws, the and the revenue to be seçur 
province will take over the tax from the amusement tax shot 

[ for this purpose,’’ said Mr. John- the Dominloii withdraw fr<

Within Reach Of Everyone
No indication was given in the 

Premier’s announcement when 
the scheme would come into ef­
fect. The contributions, it was 
indicated, where possible will be 
made on /he payroll deduction 
plan, the same as is done by the 
Blue Cross.

It is possible that the scheme, 
will provide for contributors to 
get hospitalization treatment 
anywhere in Canada or the 
United States. This is provided 
for under the Blue Cross arrange­
ment that was started in the 
U.S. and is now fn force in all 
provinces of Canada and all 
states of the U.S.

British Columbia thus will be­
come the second province of Ca­
nada to have a compulsory hos­
pitalization scheme. Saskatch­
ewan embarked on a scheme 
somewhat similar to B.C.’s last 
year.

The scheme is expected to be 
a major factor in putting British 
Columbia hospitals out of the red 
and In the black financially. Dur­
ing the past year they went be­
hind to the sum of $1,000,000. To 
help meet this deficit the prov­
incial government contributed 
$550,000, leaving the remainder 
to be made up by local author­
ities.

“The scheme to be instituted 
will bring hospitalization within 
the financial reach of everyone, 
and It is hoped that as the plan 
is put into practical operation, 
other improvements may be 
made from time to time as the 
funds warrant,” said Mr. John-

The scheme amounts to an ex­
tension of facilities provided by 
the Blue Cross Service of the 
B.C. Hospitals Association.

The announcement of the 
Premier followed discussions 
Monday of representatives of the 
hospitals and the B.C. Medical 

| Association with Provincial Sec- 
jretary George S. Pearson.

Mr. Johnson’s announcement 
gave no Indication of what the 
contribution would be for a 
single person. Under the pres­
ent Blue Cross scheme the single 
person contribution is $1.25 per 
month. The family contribution 
is $2.75.

At the present time the Fed­
eral government collects a 20

[‘per cent tax on amusements.
The Blue Cross scheme pro­

vides for maternity benefits after 
a person has been enrolled tor 
nine months. The Blue Cross 
scheme is limited to groups of 10 
persons or more.Budget, Estimates while the Constitution Act 

Amendment Act, 1946, provided 
lor only 10 ministers to be paid. !

“The estimates ol revenue and 
expenditure submitted by the 
Minister ol Finance are for the 
consideration of the members of 
the Legislature, to be dealt with 
in community of supply," said 
Mr. Speaker Carson in his ruling.

“The committee of supply Is 
fully competent to amend the 
estimates submitted, or any 
item therein, by way of making 
a reduction In same.’’

The House continued the bud­
get debate and Is scheduled to 
wind It up later this week.

Ruled Constitutional Debate Wind-up Animal DiseasesMr. Speaker Robert H. Carson 
ruled in the B.C. Legislature 
Tuesday that the budget debate 
in the Legislature was consti­
tutional and in order.

Queston of the constitu­
tionality of the budget estimates 
and therefore the budget debate 
had been raised by Herbert Gar1 
grave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, last 
week, and the House had pro­

debate while

Delayed To Thursday Laws Consolidated
Second night sitting of the cur­

rent session of the B.C. Legisla­ te streamline
turc will be held tonight starting 
at 9. The House Is expected to 
deal with legislation.

A change has been made in the 
program of the House with Lands 
and Forests Minister E. T. Ken­
ney, who previously had been 
scheduled to wind up the budget 
debate today, now scheduled to 
wind up the debate Thursday 
afternoon.

Mr. Kenney Is the only speaker 
scheduled for Thursday after

with themm
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Rising Liquor Bill 
For B.C. Alarms 
Peace River M.LA

J. H. Corsbie, C.C.F., Peace 
River, expressing alarm at British 
Columbia’s rising liquor bill Tues­
day in the B.C. Legislature, 
advocated further control of ] 
advertising and sale of liquor.

Mr. Corsbie, speaking during I 
the budget debate, expressed ] 
alarm that 17K per cent of 
British Columbia’s total revenue 
came from taxes on liquor and | 
that $57 per capita was being 
spent annually on liquor in this 
province.

“It is something that is getting 
really serious,” he said, referring 
to the indirect costs of liquor, 
including those of courts, jails, 
broken homes and institutions.

While admitting it would be 
I hard for the Legislature to 
prevent excessive drinking, the | 
member suggested the Provincial 
government should adopt a pro- g 
gram which will not in any way 
encourage drinking. *He advo­
cated abolition of all liquor 
advertisements and stricter en-1 
forcement of laws governing the g 

| control and sale of liquor.
Mr. Corsbie claimed that 

I British Columbia’s -temperance 
education program, now being 
formulated by the provincial I 

I education department, did not go I 
I far enough and that it needed | 
more money.

I SALE TAX PROTESTS
Speaking of the .proposed 

I Provincial government 3 per cent 
retail sales tax, Mr. Corsbie said 
that people all over the province 
were raising their voices in pro­
test against the tax, but the 
government believed the people 
will have forgotten about the tax 

I by the next election.
"One would almost wonder 

I who is supporting it,” he said, 
claiming that there would be no 

I need for the tax if the govern- 
I ment showed greater economy 
I and took a larger share of the 
I profit of big corporations.

He advocated that the Provincial ■ 
I government continue its battle to j 

have the mountain differential in 
I freight rates removed and claimed 
I that the 21 per cent boost In 
I freight rates announced Tuesday 
I would hit farmers hard since 
I they would have to pay more in 

freight charges on goods brought 
to the farms and on produce 
exported.

Urging that Federal govem- 
I ment market legislation be insti- 
I tuted as a protection to fruit 
| growers whose position has been 
I made less favorable by the loss 
I of the United Kingdom market,' 

Mr. Corsbie urged that the 
Provincial government give 
assistance to development of 
processing plants and to improve- 

I ment of packing facilities.

! Subcommittee Of 3 
[To Study Changes 
I In Utilities Tax

A sub-committee of the Legis­
lature's municipal affairs com- 
Imittee was appointed today to
■ work out a way to assure mtinic- 
Jipalities no reduction in revenue 
I from public utilities.

The committee will consist of 
I A. C. Hope, Delta, who is chair- 
8man of the committee; C. W.
I Morrow, North Okanagan, secre- 
Itary, and Herbert Gargrave,
I Mackenzie. Mr. Hope and Mr.
I Morrow are Coalition govern*
I ment members while Mr. Gar- 
| grave is a C.C.F. member.

At the present time the munic- 
0 ipallties are authorized to collect 
13 percent of the gross revenue of 
I public utility companies opera- 
Itions within their boundaries in 
1 lieu of taxes. There is some 
I question whether or not this tax
■ should be in lieu of taxes from 
B pole lines or on all properties of 
| utility companies but land.

Previously municipalities had 
[collected taxes on assessment of 
[pole lines at $500 per mile in
■ rural areas and $800 per mile in
■ urban areas. Some municipal- 
■lties, particularly of those of the 
■lower mainland claim that the
■ previous method of taxing pro- 
ivided considerably more revenue 
■for them than the 3 percent gross
■ revenue tax.

W. C. Mainwaring, vice-pres- 
| ident in charge of Vancouver Is-
■ land operations of the B.C. Elec-
■ trie Railway Co. Ltd., said that 
I the total amount paid by the 
Jb.C.E.R. under the 3 percent tax 
| was $187,000 compared with $294,- 
1000 paid previously. However, 
I the company has guaranteed that 
[no municipality in 1948 will re* 
[ceive less than it did under the
■ assessment of pole lines, and this 
| would cost the company $351,000.

M. D. Hamilton, representing 
|the B.C. Telephone Company, 
1 said the 3 percent tax had raised 
I their taxes by 30 percent.

Taxation of pole lines and other 
| improvements had long been a 
| problem of municipal officials. 
| The 3 percent gross revenue tax, 
| recommended by the Goldenberg 
| commission, it was thought.
■ would solve the problem,

u

More Duties Urged 
I For Private M.L.A/s

A suggestion for private mem- I bers of the Legislature to as- 
! sume a great legislative burden,
I thus relieving the provincial 
] cabinet, has been made by A. J.
I Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver East.

In a motion, notice of which 
I has been given, Mr. Turner sug­

gests “that this House recom- [
I mends for the consideration of 
I the government that facilities be 
I provided to allow for the hearing 

of representations to the govern- 
I ment for changes in legislation 
for at least 30 days prior to the 

I opening of each session and that, 
j as a means of lightening the 
1 burden now mainly carried by 
I the executive cabinet in this 
I respect, the greater use of pri- 
1 vate members be made for this 
I purpose, and it is recommended 
to the government that it name 

I private members of the Legisla- 
! ture who" shall sit prior to the 
| opening of the session with a 

M representative of each govern- 
ment departm. -it concerned as a 

I committee or committees to hear 
I and study the proposals so 
| made.”

Mr. Turner also suggests that 
S each special committee shal J make a report and recommends 

Etions to the government, whicl 
1 may refer such reports am 

j recommendations t;o the appre 
| priate select standing committee 
j of the Legislature.

There are many matters o 
H public importance presented t< 
jj the members of the Legislat 
■ by bill, motion and résolut!)
W\ during the session on which in- 
Ej sufficient time is allowed to give 

wise and serious consideration,] 
I said Mr. Turner.

m¥. \ ' nv rag® 5$Jp^V - " #
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OAD PROGRAM
JOTHING SHORT OF A MIRACLE 

could satisfy all Interests which believe 
insclentlously that their pleas for road 
instruction should be given top priority 

the province initiates. Even

I PACH YEAR ABOUT THIS STAGE OF 
H 'Ej the annual session of the Legislature 
1 it Is customary to remind the government 

! of a hitherto unfortunate habit of intro- 
f, duclng Important legislation, either new or 
§ in the form of vital amendments to existing 
g statutes, without affording adequate time 
I and thought for intelligent consideration. 
I This practice mikes neither for good law 
| nor for efficient administration. And the 
I people of the province already are aware 
S of the fact that some highly-contentlous 
B proposals are to be laid before their elected 
R representatives before prorogation some 
a time next month. With the budget debate 
I nearly ended, therefore, it is hoped that the. 
8 legislative requirements of the departmental 
| heads are either ready or in an advanced 
jj stage of preparation.

Such proposals as a sales tax, plans 
3 for dealing with hospital problems, and at 
ft least one basic change to the Forest Act

I Amendment Act of 1947, for example, will 
demand meticulous examination and the 
fullest possible discussion. While the pro­
jected measures to give effect to the first 
two departures In provincial policy are at 
the moment in the conversational stage, 
there is no doubt about the government’s 
intent in respect of them. New forest legis­
lation, on the other hand, despite its far- 
reaching implications and relationship to the 
future of British Columbia’s economy, 
should be fully understood by the average 
citizen as one of those measures whose 

' impact is felt because of its direct lmplnge- 
ti ment upon the household budget.

Briefly put, as we understand the intent 
i of a change to the Forest Act Amendment 
j! Act passed at last year’s, session, the Truck 
| Loggers Association of B.C. is requesting 
S the government to repeal that provision in 

the legislation which establishes the policy 
of perpetual Forest Management Licenses. 
In its stead, this organization—which pur­
ports to speak for some 114 companies 
that comprise Its membership—asks that 
the Forest Branch be authorized to place the 
forest lands of the province on an over-all 
sustained yield basis, thereby enabling all 
operators, both big and small, to obtain the. 
forest crops of such properties, wheii 
mature, on a competitive, free-enterprtsi 
method. In Its fundamental aspects, of 
course, this change would protect further 
alienations In perpetuity of Crown timber to 
concerns which today are virtually In control 
of about two-fifths of existing and potential 
merchantable forest resources.

I It Is quite properly pointed out by the 
Loggers Association that all Crown timber, 
when mature, should be sold In blocks not 
larger than one natural unit for logging

Eany program the province inmates, r-ven 
e broad plans laid down by Hon. E. C. 
Carson, Minister of Public Works, in the 

(Legislature yesterday will face inevitable
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On the otljer hand, the $18,600,000 outlay 
earmarked for roads and bridges this year 
represents another forward step in the con­
tinuous effort to bring highways into a 
condition and extend them sufficiently to 
serve the more pressing needs of the popula­
tion. Work that Is listed, It will be noted, 
marks another stage In the over-all plans 
to serve the motoring public—Including 
tourists—to the best of the department’s 
ability under existing conditions.

The impediments faced by the province 
in this effort were briefly sketched by the 
minister. Not only will equipment on order 
cost approximately 35 per cent more than 
when orders were placed, but materials and 
labor, will be considerably more expensive. 
While Increases In wages will presumably 
augment the supply of manpower, the extra 
charges will automatically reduce the road 
mileage which can be laid down. British 
Columbia has a specific sum for the job in 
hand. Of the $7,000,000 fixed for main­
tenance of roads, $1,000,000, or the amount 
by which the figure exceeds that of 1947, 
will be absorbed by higher costs. The 
$5,000,000 for new construction will go just 
as far as these costs permit; and the 
$2,500,000 for bridges will be subject to the 
same limitations, plus those inherent In the 
continuing scarcity of supplies. The acquisi­
tion of $1,000,000 worth of new equipment, 
which the department hopes to obtain during 
the year, should add materially to the 
efficiency of the projects listed.

Good news to the up-island, in addition 
to the projected construction of the new 
Duncan-to-Ladysmlth section, Is the an­
nouncement that substantial stretches will 
be Included in the 465 miles of paving for 
which estimates have been made this year, 
while residents of lower Island communities 
will note with satisfaction the arrangements 
made to replace bridges which have caused 
concern in recent seasons.

When all the money has been spent, the 
highways of British Columbia will not rival 
the elaborate and costly constructions of the 
more densely populated sections of the 
United States. On the other hand, the 
minister should be able to pride himself on 
the progress of a workmanlike Job for the 
people of tills, province.

11

purposes—also bearing in mind, by another 
token, that sales of large blocks eliminate 
many potential purchasers on the score of 
huge equipment and financial resources— 
and that the contract for each crop sold 
shall contain regulations that will make 
certain a maximum of natural reforestation. 
The argument In this latter stipulation, or 
so it would seem to us, is that sufficient 
regard for a sustained yield policy Is not 
required of Jogging operators under the 
law as it now stands. While these matters 
may appear to be out of the layman’s realm 
of discussion, they are indissolubly linked 
with our traditional free-enterprise system
™.d,.thl,!nall,.nable.righte lnh*rent * the
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