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Good Money After Bad?

MR W. J. ASSELSTINE, former min- S 
liter of mines, has said a sensible 

thing in the Legislature about that famous 
hole In the ground at Commotion Creek. | ' 

He tells the government that It should ' 
get responsible advice upon ' the project 
of drilling for oil In the Peace River 
country, and then should either go ahead 
seriously, meaning business, or should 
quit altogether.

“The amount of $100,000 In the 
estimates for the work,” said Mr. Assel- 
stine, “is either too large or too small. If 
work is to go ahead, it is too small. And 
if not, then it is too large.”

The Pattullo government has been 
responsible for spending $400,000 at Com­
motion Creek. The hole has been drilled 
a mile deep, Is still in hard rock, and is 
still by all the signs as far as ever it was 
from striking oil.

It Is now at least a case for expert oil 
men and geologists, not politicians, to say 
whether further public expenditures on 
this prospect are any better than a 
gambler’s throwing of good money (some­
body else's) after bad.

Certainly if we are not prepared to 
spend more than another $100,000 on our 
politician’s hole in the ground at Commo­
tion Creek, we shouldn’t spend any more 
at all.
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Check Promotions

Security Act 
To Be Probed 
At Victoria
^Special to The Dally Province.)' 
VICTORIA Feb. 2,-Full scale j 

Investigation Into the operations i 
of the Securities Act and the! 
mines department’s association 
with the securities department 
In reference to mining promo- ! 
tions, was launched In the mines j 
committee of the Legislature this 
morning. E. K Debeck, commis­
sioner under the Securities Act, 
was on the stand all morning ex­
plaining the workings of his de­
partment

Tom Love, Grand Forks-Green- 
wood member, declared that | 
there was something wrong. 
While he had heard Mr. Debeck’s j 
explanation with interest and 
was not In a position to argue ' 
that the fault lay with the se­
curities administration, there) 
were certain definite facts that j 
required explanation.

His complaint was that a com­
pany took over the old Mother 
Lode at Greenwood. An at­
tempt was made to Interest 
American capital Between 4000 
and 5000 samples were taken. 
When everything was about 
ready to start the government 
Interfered and said that there 

only 50,000 tons of ore In 
: and that It would not pay 

i operate.
The government quoted only 

issay reports and costs of oper- 
[ ation. These costs had been re- 

I to such an extent by mod- 
hilling practices that the

UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

Liquor Under House’s Control 
Not His, Maitland’s Warning

Borstal Home 
May Be Closed

VICTORIA, Feb. 2.—(CP) — 
Suspension of the Borstal-type 
boys’ home in Burnaby for dur­
ation of the war is under con­
sideration, Attorney-General R« 
L. Maitland said today.

Suggestion has been made that 
the home, which now has a staff 
of eight under Superintendent 
Angus Macleod, and 11 inmates, 
might be transformed into a hos­
pital for war emergencies.

; "The matter is under consid­
eration,” Mr. Maitland said, "but 

[ I can* make no detailed statement 
until a decision is reached.”

m

By R A McKELVIE.
Dally Province Staff Correipondent

VICTORIA Feb. 3.—Attorney- 
General R. L. Maitland declared 
his Independence of liquor. He 
made It abundantly clear that 
liquor lobbyists and those who 
seek political favor In connec­
tion with agencies and the sell­
ing of "hard stuff" to the govern­
ment, need not come around his 
office. He wants nothing to do 

s with them.
The attorney-general told the 

Legislature that the Liquor Con­
trol Board la under the control 
of the Legislature. It Is the baby 
of the entire Assembly, and he 
doesn't want to be Its foster par­
ent.

Kicks and complaints of many 
kinds have been registered 
against ministerial incumbents 
In the past; In fact It is the duty 
of opposition to be critical, but 
yesterday saw a new form of 
complaint. It came from Oppo­
sition Leader Harold Winch, who 
took Agriculture Minister Mac­
Donald to task for not spending 
his entire estimates.
MONET LEFT OVER.

Dr. MacDonald, It appears, has 
developed a most unusual prac­
tice. He follows the Instinct of 
the Scottish race and saves a bit 
here and a bit there. The result 
Is that his department usually 
has some money to return to the 
treasury at the end of the year. 
Mr. Winch thought this should 
not be. The minister said Mr. 
Winch always explained, when 
asked, why he did not do this or 
that for agriculture that he did 
not have the money. The min­
ister replied that when a sum

was voted for a specific purpose, 
he used It for that purpose and 
for nothing else.

Fraser Valley farmers are 
bolder than Providence Itself, In 
the opinion of the agriculture 
minister. He told the House 
that the Fraser Valley lads some­
times elected men to represent j 
them on marketing boards, I 
"whom the Almighty never ln-f 
tended for such a purpose."

REBATE IS SLOWER.
E. T. Kenney, the active mem-E 

her for Skeena, put a poser to? 
the government He wanted to j 
know why It was that when the! 
provincial police sold a motor t 
license they demanded cash on j 
the nail. But when there was a t 
rebate for the surrender of a | 
license, it required one or two 
months for the police to part 
with the money.

There was no answer, offi­
cially, although one member 
whispered that It was surprising 
that any money at aû was ever 
recovered trom government

Dr. T. D. Pattullo was sarcas­
tic on Monday night It was 
during consideration of estjpiates 
of the attorney-general, and 
some one had raised the matter 
of Jobs. "I would like to ask the 
attorney-general If this great 
non-political, non-partisan gov­
ernment la going to consider the
C.C.F. in making appointments? 
By the abilities they display in 
this House they should get all 
the appointments."

“Well," acidly retorted Mr. 
Maitland, "they had the oppor­
tunity of joining the government 
and helping direct appointments, 
but they refused.”

'

MRS. STEEVES RAISES QUESTION

Seeks Legal Advice for Poor
I By Dally Province stall correspondent 

VICTORIA.—Poor persons ob­
tain free legal advice, both In 
Vancouver and Victoria, Attor­
ney-General R. L. Maitland told 
Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, North 
Vancouver, during consideration 
of the attorney-general’s esti­
mates.

He stated that the bar of those 
had arranged with Junior 

to give such service 
ugh the legal aid associa­

nt.' T. Stralth, K.C., Victoria 
I member, endorsed the remarks

of the attorney-general, but E. E. 
Winch, Burnaby, told of trying 
to obtain free aid for a deserving 
case In Victoria. It had been re­
fused.

The attorney-general was not 
quite sure as to the practice fol­
lowed In his department In mak­
ing appointments. Where pos­
sible the Civil Service Commis­
sion would be consulted. There 
were cases of technical appoint­
ments, though, which might be 
different He would, in such 
cases In Victoria, consult the 
members for that city.
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Mr. Maitland, said
In the LegislatureMoodie had been “co-ordinating" 

along these lines nearly two 
years.

Mrs. Grace Maclnnis, Vancou- 
ver-Burrard, asked if a policy on'

OPEN FORUM ON A.R.P.

Would Abolish 
Civil Service 
Act in B.C.

Government Affirms Contract 
For Raid Sirens Cancelled

shelters had been decided. 
"Ottawa has advised strongly |

against shelters—I’m not In i 
position to say what we will do,’
replied Mr. Maitland.

Mr. Gargrave said that before 
individuals could do A.R.P. work 
efficiently and enthusiastically, 
they would need "leadership and 
equipment."

The Mackenzie M.L.A. asked 
Mr. Maitland if municipalities 
would be required to bring their 
police and Are forces "up to full t

By PAUL MALONE.
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA—Hon. Dr. K. C. 
MacDonald, minister of agricul- j 
ture, told the Legislative supply1 
committee Monday "In my opin­
ion" abolition of the provincial 
Civil Service Act would be a 
"greatest service.”

The minister was replying to 
questions by Grytt MacNeil, 
C.C.F., Vancouver Burrard, 
about appointments in the de­
partment of agriculture.

He admitted certain appoint, 
ments were not subject to the 
Civil Service Act and that appli­
cants were not required to pass 

It would be im-

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—The contract made three months 
ago for purchase of 75 air raid sirens for B. C. has been 
cancelled and 28 sirens already delivered under the agree­
ment are lying idle in Vancouver, C.C.F. Leader Harold 
Winch charged at a meeting of the legislative supply com­
mittee Monday night. up three months ago to make a

1 Attorney-General R. L. Malt- special study of communica- 
land replied that he understood tions and other A.R.P. problems, 
the contract had been cancelled Decision to cancel the contract 
in favor of purchase of a “two-i was by this committee
tone" type of siren recommended j a**er the National Research 
by the National Research Coun- Council recommended “two- 
cil of Canada. ! tone” sirens and the company

Other developments during a manufacturing them promised 
brisk legislative “open fonrni” speed>\ de,1‘ver>r' the attorney- 
on a report in which C. C. F. ge£h» rrp enu h» w
members fired questions at Mr. 1 d„.^in =
Maitland during consideration ofthe attorney’s veneral’s denart KamIooPs PaPer that no sirens rnînt -.îîl/tL 8 D!f depart- were available in Kamloops, 
ment estimates, were. "To say the least, it seems
1- .b3f, ^r; very confusing and inefficient to

Maitland that all details (of read this when 28 sirens are ly- 
the purchase of sirens) are being tog unused ln Vancouver," Mr. 
worked

examinations, 
possible, Dr. MacDonald main*] 
tained, for appointments in out*] 
lying farm districts to be made] 
according to terms of the Civil j 
Service Act.

When Mr. MacNeil protested! 
all appointments to the federal! 
civil service were subject to the! 
federal Civil Service Act, Dr.J 
MacDonald replied they were in| 
“theory,” but actually there were | 
exceptions made possible by ff 
“temporary appointment.”

The minister added that strict t 
adherence to the provincial Civil f 
Service Act would give Victoria i? 
residents an unfair advantages 
over applicants in outlying areas; 
where examinations were not; 
held.

Bonus for B.C. Civil 
Service In Prospect
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA—There is every 
propect that a ■ cost of living 
bonus will be forthcoming for 
some part of the provincial civil 
service, Premier Hart Indicated 
in answering questions by Mrs. 
Dorothy Steeves in the Legisla­
ture last night.

It was hoped to effect suffi­
cient savings in the estimates to 
provide bonuses for those in the 
lower brackets, and for married 
men at least. It might be that 
something could be done for 
single employees as well._______

out by a committee 
which did a tremendous amount 
of work.”
2. A statement by the attorney- 

general on the “make-up" of
the provincial A.R.P. committee 
now being formed.
3. A prediction by Mr. Maitland 

that provincial authorities
will have power to remove in­
efficient municipal A.R.P. com­
mittees.
4. A report by the attorney- 

general that the B.C. Govern­
ment "policy on shelters” has 
not been decided.
DISTURBED BY REPORTS.

Mr. Winch said he war dis­
turbed by reports that the con­
tract for purchase of 75 sirens 
from a well - known company

Deaf Chief Warden 
Keeps House Lit 

In Blackout
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 3. — Her­
bert Gargrave, C.C.F, Mac­
kenzie, criticizing B.C. A.R.P. 
organization in the Legisla­
ture Monday night, told this 
story:

The chief warden of a Van­
couver Island community is 
"stone deaf and over 70 years 
old.”

When a blackout was or­
dered in December he was un­
able to hear signals and radio 
instructions. His house blazed 
with lights throughout the 
blackout.

No Compulsory 
Auto Insurance
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I

VICTORIA.—There will be no 
legislation to set up compulsory 
automobile insurance this ses­
sion, the attorney-general told E. 
T. Kenney, Skeena.

Mr. Kenney not only wished to 
see the suggestion that he had 
made earlier in the session, that 
the government go into the in­
surance of cars, implemented, 
but he suggested that governors 
be placed on all automobiles for 
the duration of the war that 
would limit speeds to 30 miles 
per hour. ____

B.C. to Validate 
“Illegal" Marriages

(Special to The Dally Province.)
VICTORIA. — A bill validat­

ing marriages involving a di­
vorced person remarried without 
waiting the statutory 90-day 
appeal period after the decree 
absolute wa^paModuced in the 
Legislature Monday by Attorney- 
General Maitland, K.C.

The bill will validate only 
marriages solemnized before 
January 31, 1942.

Many "illegal” marriages, per­
formed in Ignorance of the statu­
tory waiting period, will be af- 
fected, it Is believed. ___

Barge Sold for $20 
Rents at $8 a Day
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—The pub- 
i lie works department sold a, ferry J 
barge on the Arrow Lakes to thé; 
Big Bend Cedar Pole Co. last 
year for $20, and then hired the | 

! vessel back at $8 per day for 20 
days.

This fact was given in answer 
to questions placed on the order 
paper by Herbert Herridge, Ross- 
land-Trail. It supplemented In­
formation given to the public 
accounts committee last week by 

I Capt. C. S. Leary, former min- 
1 ister of public works, that the 
] transaction had taken place. He 
I did not, however, give the prices.
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jpLower Mainland Marketing! Liquor Buying Up to Board 

“Cesspool,” Says MacDonald

È MAITLAND STATES POSITION

By Dally Province Stair Correepondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 3—"We have 

a cesspool on the lower main­
land In respect of marketing. It 
Is the most difficult thing In 
the world to handle," declared 
Agriculture Minister K. C. Mac­
Donald during consideration of1 departmental estimates Monday ™ “,s"r,I"'“‘«sToread 

-afternoon only Portion of the $18 spreadI A major debate arose when J. that roul<1 *** atblbuted to e
ft —— --------------- ——— board was the $1 fee charged by
t! A. Paton, Vancouver-Polnt Grey, it. The spread was not compar- 

asked If steps were to be taken able to that before controlled 
| to correct the marketing setup marketing was Introduced.

In the Fraser Valley, he chal-g 
lenged, there were only 400 reg­
istered potato growers, but there 
were hundreds more who were 
growing tubers. They would not 
register. Something should be 
done about the whole matter of 
marketing potatoes.

The minister retorted that the

on the lower mainland, as re 
1 vealed by the Harper royal com 

J mission.
” The minister defended the 

principle of controlled market­
ing with great vigor.

In respect of the lower main­
land organization In the past he 
was not as positive In his sup­
port “I have often thought 
that producers of the Fraser 
Valley had not always been as 
discreet in the selection of their 
representatives for the boards 
as they might have been. Men 
have been chosen whom the Al­
mighty never intended for such 
a purpose,’’ the minister as­
serted.
feared price drop.

He had often been Inclined to 
ask the Lieutenant-Governor to 
suspend the operation of the 
Natural Products Marketing Act 
on the lower mainland. "But if 
this was done It would just be 
handing the markets back to the 
Orientals. It would mean going 
back to $6 a ton potatoes."

There was a continual war 
being waged In Vancouver 

i against the machinations of 
8 Orientals in the produce busi- 
| ness, "and men of other races 
I who possess Oriental attributes." 

Dr. MacDonald made an at­
tack upon the press, particularly 
The Vancouver Dally Province. 
His complaint was founded upon 
what he declared to be discrimin­
ation in giving greater promi­
nence to evidence given before 
the royal commission that was 
unfavorable to the Marketing 
Act than to testimony in sup­
port of the principle of controlled 
marketing.

He suggested that the brokers 
and wholesalers were In a better 
position to advertise than were 
farmers.

There were men in Vancouver 
who sat up nights trying to cir­
cumvent the act, he told the 
House.

“As far as I am concerned, so 
long as I am In charge of the de­
partment of agriculture, I am 
going to fight this thing to the 
last ditch,” he asserted.
HITS PRICE spread.

Dr. J. J. Glllis, Yale, said that 
If farmers are not prepared -to 
raise crops without compulsory 
laws to help them, then they 
should not be farming.

Continuing, Dr. Glllis said that 
a result of marketing control 

* on a ton of 
pro­

to Vancou-

SCORES FREIGHT COST.
Tom Love, Grand Forks-Green- 

wood, pitched into the debate, to 
complain that Ms district was 
not being fairly treated. This, 
however, was more the fault of 
the railways than the depart­
ment of agriculture. It cost $118 
more to ship a car of canned 
goods east from Grand Forks 
than it did from Penticton.

R. C. MacDonald, Dewdney, 
was of the opinion that the Har­
per Commission had been sitting 
long enough. He wanted to 
know when it would end, and 
what it had cost.

Dr. MacDonald replied that 
the commission had yet to delve 
into marketing in the interior. 
The commission had been set up 
for the whole province and not 
only for the investigation of 
marketing in and about Van­
couver.

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Attorney- 

General R. L. Maitland wants 
nothing to do with the purchas­
ing of liquor, he emphatically in­
formed the Legislature Monday 
night

His declaration that jurisdic­
tion over the Liquor Control 
Board belonged to the Legisla­
ture itself, came after Harold E. 
Winch, opposition leader, had 
charged that both the “public 
and the Liquor Control Board 
are being taken for a ride by 
the distillers.”

Mr. Winch based his allega­
tion on information to the. effect 
that both the board ana the 
public were paying the same 
sums for whiskies of four and 
five years of. age as formerly 
was paid for liquor matured for 
11 years. He wanted to know 
why. •

The attorney-general explained 
that there was apparently noth­
ing that could be done about it 
at the present time, for the 
federal price ceiling affected the 
sale of intoxicants as well as 
other commodities. On one kind 
of liquor, he said, the govern­
ment was losing $12,000 because 
of this.

“I don't want to have anything

ymMU

to do with the buying ol liquor,” 
he »aid. “I don’t want people 
coming to me about agencies. 
I don’t want to have anything to 
do with the selling ol liquor. 
The Liquor Control Board is re­
sponsible to the Legislature, 
and I want it to stay there."

Urge Amendment 
Of B.C. Libor Law
Daily Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Amend­
ment of Section 5 of the Provin­
cial Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act to make bargain­
ing by employers with the union 
nominated by employees compul­
sory, was recommended to the 
legislative labor committee on 
Monday by a delegation repre­
senting Vancouver Island groups 
affiliated with the American Fed­
eration of Labor, the Canadian 
Federation of Labor, and the 
Canadian Congress of Labor, 

il On a motion by Herbert Gar-1 
\ grave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, the t 
] committee referred the recom-1 
* mendation to Labor Minister G. I 
| S. Pearson “for favorable con-| 
j sidération at this session, 
j J. J. Robertson, Victoria, jj 
| spokesman for the delegation, 1 

complained that the act in its j 
present form allowed employers 1 

| to “stall” and attempt to per-1 
: suade employees to abandon the | 
j union they had chosen.

Eighty Pet Cent. Salvage

'J'HE attorney-general’s department has ■ 
under consideration a proposal to 

close New Haven, the Borstal-type home ■ 
for boys in Burnaby for the duration of 

I the war. Economy is one of the motives 
H behind the proposal, and it is suggested 

|H that the institution may be used as a war 
Æ hospital.

War needs must, of course, be satis-
■ ,fntLatnd f NCW Haven or afly other
■ institution is required as an emergency 
SI hospital, plans will have to be made 
Eg accordingly. But the war has not yet 
gj come so close to British Columbia.
1 As tor measures of economy, they are

™?ayS ,n But mone>’ economy is
hot everything. Economy i„ human 
material must come first, and if 
mean anything the New Haven homfhas 
bem, since its inception, productive of 
more real economy than almost any 
other provincial institution that can he

firsfnti? h eW ,Haven was founded 213 
I first offenders from Oakall» p.™. v

Passed through it a
IfoTth k Stated' haVe ***" rehabilitated 
Had they remained at Oakalla the Zv 
centage would have been , Per"
Eighty per cent. s!lvaT j, * 
salvage Indeed and the i 8<x>dcan accomplish such^ÔoT Z" 0,81
not be elosedup wMle itT WOrk should 

* has work to do.

mmM ' -
i&feVï



Farmers Heard
\N0 INCREASE IN SALARY SCALE

Egg. Subsidy 
Plan Viewed 
With Doubt

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1
VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Dr. K. C. 1 

MacDonald, minister of agricul-1 
ture, views with a dubious eye [ 
Ottawa’s system of production | 
bonusing.

“I don’t know where Ottawa is | 
going to get with this subsidiz­
ing,” he said. “They have a nicely I 
painted new boat, but they’ll be I 
getting into shallow water pretty 1 
soon where the fresh paint, will | 
be scraped off.”

The doctor made the • fore-1 
going observation during a gen­
eral discussion In the agricul­
tural committee, where the Ad-1 
visory Board of Farmers’ Insti­
tutes was pressing for provin-1 
cial subsidies for various prod- [ 
ucts.
SUBSIDY ON EGGS.

The farmers asked for a sub- I 
sidy on eggs to bring them to a 
parity with the prices and condi- I 
tions of production in Eastern I 
Canada; they wanted the pro-1 
vincial subsidy on lime, raised I 
from 40 cents to $1 a ton; and 
they asked for assistance in re* | 
spect of grain.

An anomoiy developed when | 
the institutes asked for assist­
ance in respect of grain. For j 
years the government has been 1 
importuned by farmers to obtain | 
lower freight rates on feed || 
grains.

The Dominion Government ab- I 
sorbed the freight rates on feeds 
from the prairies, and today the 
grain growers of Fraser Valley 
and other places in the province 
can not market their feeds in I 
competition with freight-free j 
prairier products.
ASKS FOB DATA.

Dr. MacDonald wanted reliable I 
data on what is a basic price for 1 
egg production. He said some I 
farmers told him that it cost 211 
cents a dozen; others averred I 
that they could get by if they | 
could sell for 14 cents.

One delegate answered that a j 
hen would eat 150 lbs. of feed— I 
costing $3 per 100 lbs., before she I 
said an egg. It required 144 eggs I 
for her to pay her board. An | 
average production ÿom a good | 
bird was 176 eggs annually.

D. E. McKenzie, New Westmin­
ster, asked the government to I 
obtain permits for Fraser Valley 
farmers to export oats to United 
States. He said that although 
there was no sale for oats here, 1 
they could be sold to American I 
buyers at $30 a ton to.b. the barn I 
and in U. S. funds.

CLOSE 23 SCHOOLS; NO TEACHERS

! Temporary Certificates Granted Partially Trained Teachers
By B. A. McKELVIE

I Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA.—Such is the short- 

I age of teachers in British Co- 
! lumbia at present that 23 schools 
! have had to be closed, Hon. H. G. 
1 Perry, minister of education, told 
j the Legislature on Tuesday.

In order to obtain teachers to 
| meet the crisis “between 25 and

40 temporary certificates have 
been issued recently. These have 
been given to persons who may 
be good teachers but who haven’t 
obtained the requisite certificates 
in the past.”

Advisability of setting up a 
“student-teachers” course in high 
schools was advanced by Mrs. 
Grace Maclnnis, C. C. F., Vancou-

—:____________________ !
UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

Christmas Tree Farms Planned! 
I By Provincial Chief Forester!

By B. A. McKELVIE.
| Daily Province Staff Correspondent.

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—British 
I Columbia’s chief forester, C. D.
I Orchard, may not look like Santa 
j Claus—in fact he doesn’t, espe- 
] daily now when he is nursing a 

hand minus a finger or two as 
j the result of an argument with

buzz saw—but he may prove 
| to be a gift-giver to farmers.

The chief forester has worked 
| out a scheme for the utilization 

of loggèd-over forest lands for 
the production of Christmas 
trees. He proposes that farmers 
and bona fide settlers may lease 
contiguous crown lands for the 
growing of Christmas trees. It 

I is a new field of enterprise that 
I Mr. Orchard envisions, and a 
I profitable one as well. Rentals 
will be paid to the (government 

| on a royalty basis.

Hon. Harry Perry stepped in 
I to the ministry of education just 

in time to meet some really big 
problems. First of all there is 
a worry that has not been pres- : 

I ent for many a long day. It ! 
I is a shortage of teachers. So 

serious has this become that 23 
schools have been dosed. It was ;

I only a few years ago that there 
! was such a surplus of teachers 
j that the fees for the Normal | 

schools were raised to discour-1 
I age young men and women from 
I entering the teaching profession.
I Now the suggestion is to reduce 

the cost of Normal tuition^—but 
that will not help greatly, for 
one of the schools is being taken 

I over by the Dominion.

Mr. Perry’s announcement that j 
I the taxation issue is to be re­
viewed will be welcomed in all | 
quarters of the province, for the j 

I demand for a broadening of tax- j 
I ation in order to relieve land \ 
| from bearing the costs of edu­

cation has been a long and insis-, 
I tent one.

For half an hour members of 
I the Legislature argued over the | 
I reduction oi $10,000 in the vote 
I for physical education. Tom j 
I Uphill, Femie’s philosopher 
member, brought it to end when 

I he exploded: “Mr. Speaker, if 
| there were more woodsheds and 
I bucksaws in use today, as there 
I were when you and I were

young, there wouldn’t be any g 
need for this vote at all. And I 
that might go for women as well | 
as boys.”

Tom’s reference to the women j 
came after the minister of edu­
cation had mentioned that many f 
women were taking recreational | 
exercises in order to reduce g 
weight.

Harold Winch, opposition II 
leader, thought that there would I 
be more need for this form of | 
exercise, and reminded the min-1 
iater that the ban on rubber had I 
resulted in a shortage of girdles. I

Under Prop. Secretary

Move Old Age 
Pensions Office 
To New Dept.

By B. A. McKELVIE.
Dally Province Staff Correspondent.

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Legisla­
tion to move administration of 
the Old Age Pension Act from 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Board to the provincial secre­
tary’s department was included 
among five government bills in­
troduced in the Legislature on 
Tuesday.

The mendment to the Old Age 
Pension Act authorizes Hon. G.
S. Pearson to administer the act 

| and appoint “such officers, clerks 
and employees as are required 
for the efficient administration of 
the act.”

A bill amending the Poll Tax 
Act, also introduced, will extend 
to veterans of the present war 
exemptions enjoyed by veterans 
of the last war.

Another bill amends the Iron 
and Steel Bounties Act to extend 
the period under which a bounty 
of $2,000,000 for iron and steel 
production in British Columbia 
may be granted by the govern­
ment from five years to 10 years. 
The bounty total is not changed.

The other bills make technical 
changes in the Forest Act and 
the Local Improvement Act

ver. The suggestion was wel­
comed by the minister who said 
he would discuss it with the 
superintendent of education.

E. T. Kenney, Skeena, told of ! 
the difficulties confronting rural 
districts in obtaining teachers. 
Appointments should be made by I 
school inspectors instead df rural j 
school boards.
NO SALARY INCREASE.

The government “reluctantly” 
has decided against making pro-1 
visions for increasing grants for 
teachers at the current session, | 
the minister reported.

The B. C. Teachers’ Federation I 
had asked that the minimum | 
salary for rural teachers be ad­
vanced from $780 to $900 a year I 
and that city salaries be raised [ 
in proportion.

The government already was I 
supplying grants up to $680 for I 
rural teachers and was unable j 
to increase its assistance at I 
present. It was not prepared to I 
place an extra burden on school I 
boards by ordering an increase I 
in the minimum wage, explained | 
the minister.
SPEEDING UP PLAN.

Hon. Mr. Perry said he would j 
"take under consideration” a sug- j 
gestion by Alex Paton, Conserva­
tive, Vancouver-Point Grey, that |; 
the education system be} 
“speeded up” in view of wartime jj 
labor shortages.

Mr. Paton said he understood j 
that during the depression period j 
the training period for students i 
was extended by one year “to a 
keep children in school as long g, 
as possible.”

Continuance of this extension 
when young men and women 
were anxious to complete their 
educations as quickly as possible |j 
was adding unnecessary expense A 
to the educational system, pro­
viding an added burden for par­
ents, and proving a hardship to 
students.

Farmers Ask 
For Bounties

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—(CP)- 
Farmers representing all sections I 
oi British Columbia today | 
brought their problems before I 
the Legislature's agricultural | 
committee.

The advisory board ot B. C. I 
Farmers’ Institutes comes to Vic-1 
toria each year to ask the gov-1 
eminent to do something to help | 
the people on the land.

This year they ask that boun-1 
ties on predatory animals be set I 
as follows: Cougars, $30; wolves, I 
$20; coyotes, $5. They want a | 
farmer on the game board.

The farmers are also asking I 
that school taxes on land and I 
personal property be abolished I 
and that the provincial treasury, I 
as it once did, shoulder the entire I 
cost of education out of consoli-1 
dated revenue, "and thus equit-f 
ably distribute the cost of i 
cation on ability to pay.” I



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1942

Mining Men and Brokerage Officials Urg 

Revision of Securities Frauds Legislation

SEEN AS CURB 
TOPROSPECTOR

j

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Announce­
ment was made by Frank Put­
nam, chairman ol the mines com­
mittee of the Legislature, that it 
is not the intention of the com­
mittee to conduct "a full scale 
Investigation" into the opera­
tions of the Securities Act, at 
this time.

“The mining committee has 
merely asked those who allege 
that the Securities Act does stand 
in the way of development to be 
more explicit end state wherein 
it is detrimental to the mining 
industry, giving evidence if any," 
Mr. Putnam said.

Representatives of British Co­
lumbia’s mining industry and the 
Vancouver Stock Exchange will 
go to Victoria tonight to lay their 
views on the Securities Frauds 
Prevention Act before members 
of the Legislature's mining com 
mittee.

The delegation will be headed 
by A: N. Wolverton, president of 
the Vancouver Stock Exchange.

Among those who planned to 
go was A. E. Jukes, president of 
the B. C. Chamber of Mines, who 
was in Victoria last week with 
C. P. Browning of Britannia Min­
ing A Smelting Company; A. S. 
Baillie of Granby Consolidated, 
and others protesting against re­
tention of the 2 per cent, mining 
tax.
NUISANCE, HANDICAP.

Dr. W. B. Burnett, head of 
Cariboo Gold Quartz Mines and 
a former chairman of the Cham­
ber of Mines and of the Board of 
Trade’s mining bureau, was 
forced to cancel arrangements 
for the trip because of the neces­
sity to go to Wells with O. H. 
Solibaake, Cariboo director.

But Dr. Burnett made it clear 
to The Vancouver Daily Province 
that he was in favor of drastic 
revision or repeal of the Securi­
ties Act

“The law has been a nuisance 
and a handicap," said Dr. Bur­
nett. "The criminal code and 
the Companies Act give all the 
protection needed by the public. 
I can not think of a single worth­
while accomplishment of the 
present provincial law.”
NO NEW MINES.

Mr. Wolverton said that many 
mining men blamed the securi­
ties legislation for the fact that 
90 per cent, of all British Colum­
bia’s gold production was from 
the same mines that produced 10 
years ago, and that in that period 
only one new gold field had been 
developed in the province.

"Many are of the opinion that 
the law has contributed to the 

nt low state of prospecting 
_ . te-seeker of

ill financial incentive,’’ said Mr.

Sidney Norman, well-known 
mining writer, is already in Vic­
toria urging revision of mining 
laws, co-operation in a campaign 
to enable the Kootenay country 
to ship lead, zinc and silver to 
the United States duty free.

"The situation,” he says, "is 
this. Trail smelter, the only for­
mer outlet, and the only smelter 
of its kind in Canada, is under 
contract, at very low prices, for 
its output of lead and zinc, to the I 
British and Canadian govern- ! 
ments.
coming from the great Sullivan f 
mine, in East Kootenay, and it 
is unable to take care of customs 
shipments.
AREA ALMOST DESERTED.

"Thus in contrast to condi­
tions existing during the First 
World War, the Slocan - Alns- 
worth-Lardeau-Duncan area is 
practically deserted, although 
those best qualified to judge be­
lieve that It is capable of impor­
tant additions to the more than 
$100,000,000 already produced.

Only two mines are In opera­
tion now—the Lucky Jim and 
Standard-Mammoth properties— 
both of which are shlplng zinc 
concentrate, which in the case of 
the latter is being recovered 
from Slocan Lake, into which it 
was dumped by former opera­
tors before zinc became a sale­
able commodity.

to
SggB

Politics and Appointments
TN the discussion of the estimates of the 

attorney-general’s department in the 
Legislature on Monday, Mr. T. D. Pattullo 
asked Mr. Maitland if, when it came to 
the making of appointments, the C. C. F. 
would be considered. Judging from the 
ability members of the party display in 
the House, Mr. Pattullo added, they should 
get all the appointments.

Mr. Maitland’s reply was quick and 
sharp. The C. C. F. had had its oppor­
tunity to join the government and help 
direct the making of appçintments, he 
said, but had refused.

Mr. Pattullo was obviously attempting 
to bait the attorney-general, and so the 1 
reply was perhaps good enough for him. H! 
It is to be hoped, however, that Mr, 
Maitland in his answer was not also giving 
voice to government policy.

Partisanship and patronage have long 
been the curse of administration in British 
Columbia and it had been expected that, 
under the new coalition government, they 
would find no place. In the making of 
appointments only efficiency and merit 
should count. The political leanings of 
the applicant or the applicant’s friends 
should five no

“To Do With Liquor”

THE people of British Columbia will 
note with great interest the declara­

tion on liquor policy made by Attorney- 
General Maitland in the Legislature this 
week.

“I don’t want to have anything to do 
with the buying of liquor,” said Mr. Mait­
land. “I don't want people coming to me 
about agencies. I don’t want to have 
anything to do with the selling of liquor. 
The Liquor Board is responsible to the 
Legislature, and I want it to stay there.”

It will be a good thing for the belated 
cause of good government in this province 
if the new attorney-general is able to 
enforce this declaration of government 
policy. Because it will be something new 
in our public afafirs.

It will be something new if British 
Columbia can find honest cause to say 
that liquor politics are no longed mixed 
up with all sorts of skull-duggeries to the 
detriment of all our other politics.

It is time we had a .cleaner bill of 
health in the administration of our liquor 
laws. It is time that a chief law officer 
of the crown should be able to assure us 
with absolute fidelity, for instance, that 
no part of the price of government- 
controlled liquor Is a rake-off for the 
campaign funds of any political party.

It is the insidiousness of this thing 
that nothing can be proved about it and 
that almost certainly no servant of the 
government dishonestly profits by it. 
Yet it is a system that is notorious in 
the legend of our politics and that will 
remain notorious until a new order of 
things is established.

So the friends of good government in 
this province, who are the great majority 
of its people, will accept; the attorney- 
general’s present declaration as an earnest 
of good intentions and a promise of honest 
performance.

And the Government Liquor Board, 
’hich undoubtedly knows something of 

veiled interference of politics with its 
jwful function in the past, will also be 

id to believe that there is to be some­
thing like a new deal

I
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IC.C.F. Moves to ‘Democratize* U.B.C. 

Governing Board

|‘no control;

SAYS MINISTER
By PAUL MALONE.

| Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Mrs.

I Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., North 
Vancouver, led a C.C.F. attack 
on administration of the Univer­
sity of British Columbia at a 
meeting of the Legislative sup- 

I ply committee Tuesday night 
with an announcement she will 
sponsor a bill “which has as its 

I purpose the democratizing of 
I the board of governors.”

Hon. H. G. Perry, minister of 
j education, admitted that al­
though the Provincial Govern­
ment annually allots a grant pro­
viding half the income of the 
University it has no direct con- 

j trol over its administration.
He had always recommended,

I the minister said, that the Legis­
lature should have some 

I measure of control and be able 
I to study in detail expenditures 
I of provincial boards receiving 
I grants from the government. 

BEYOND CONTROL.
“It is a fine thing to say that 

these boards should be beyond 
I the realm of politics, but when 

you take them out of politics 
I you put them beyond control of 
I the Legislature,” stated Mr.
I Perry.
I Charging that the University 
appeared to be operating in 

I “a sacrosanct vacuum,” Mrs.
I Steeves maintained the institu­
tion should be “more democrati­
cally administered.”

I Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F.,
| Mackenzie, said the Legislature 
] seemed to be "subsidizing a class 
| of society that can afford to pay 
I for itself.

Hon. Mr. Perry explained that 
I the province named six of the 
I nine governors of the U. B. C.
| and the senate three others. The 
1 University had presented esti- 
I mates of $870,000 this year; of 
I which $410,000 was to be raised 
I by student fees, and $431,990 
I through the provincial grant 
[ Short of a change in the Univer-

I sity Act, the Legislature could 1 
1 not require the University to do I
[anything; not even to report to | 
the House on how the grant was 
expended.

HOME ECONOMICS.
Of the $431,000 vote, $413,000 I 

is a general grant; $12,000 for 
teacher training; $990 for re-1 
duced interest in the stadium I 
buildings and $6000, a new vote] 
for vocational education and re-i 
habilitation of discharged and] 
returned men.

In the debate that followed, 
FUght-Lieut L. H. Eyres, Mrs. 1

L. F. Jamieson, Mrs. T. J. Rol- 
ston, Mrs. Nancy Hodges and jS 
Mrs. R. P. Steeves pressed hard 
for the institution of a faculty of jH 
home economics at the Univer-» 
sity. Home économes, they ^ 
pointed out, was taught in the |J 
high schools, but came to a dead || 
end there. Students wishing to 
follow the course had to leave 
the province to do so.

Mrs. Rolston and Mrs. Hodges : j 
pointed out that $17,000 had been j 
collected by women’s organize- j ; 
tions to assist the creation of I 
such a faculty; but that, while v]

promises had been made» 
nothing had been done about the 
matter.

Closer co-operation with re­
search in agriculture: more con-1 
sidération of the position of 
country students, under special 
costs to attend; a department of 
sociology and other suggestions 
were made, before the vote was 
finally allowed to pass, un­
changed.

Dr. Joseph Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
endorsed a complaint by Mrs, 
Steeves that fees at the Univer­
sity were too high.

jHBUMPi*

Full Dress Debate 
On Doukhobor Issue

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Govern- 
ment and opposition members of 
the Legislature joined Tuesday 
night in asking for a full dress 
discussion of the Doukhobor situ­
ation in B. C. before the end of 
the session.

T. A. Love, Conservative, Grand 
Forks, who introduced the ques­
tion, said some Doukhobors in 
the Grand Forks district had 
gone to jail rather than submit 
to registration.

Harold Winch, C. C. F. leader, 
asked for postponement of the 
discussion to enable an absent 
C. C. F. member to speak on the 
subject. Hon. H. G. Perry, min­
ister of education, agreed the 
question should be discussed 
later.

MAY BE MILITARY HOSPITAL

Ottawa Takes Over Victoria 
Normal School for War Aims

(By Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)
VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Victoria’s Normal School has been 

requisitioned by Ottawa for war purposes, it was announced 
in the Legislature by Hon. H. G. Perry, minister of education.

It was while he was speaking on estimates that the min­
ister was handed a note by Premier Hart. “I have just been 
informed by the Premier,” the minister stated, “that Ottawa 
requires the Normal School in Victoria.”

The purposes to which the big V \ :
building will be put were not in- jp < 
dicated, although unofficial re- £> 
ports say It will be a military 
hospital.

The announcement came as 
the minister was discussing the 
suggestion of Mrs. Dorothy 
Steeves, C.C.F., North Vancou­
ver, that the two Normal schools 
be merged.

“I do not know anything about 
the Victoria school,” she said,
“but I do know that many peo­
ple in Vancouver consider that 
the graduates from the Normal 
School in that city are better 
trained as teachers than those 
who graduate from the Uni­
versity.”

E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena, 
was of opinion that normal fees 
should be reduced to encourage 
more young people to enter the 
teaching profession. Better pro­
visions should be made for rural 
teachers, he declared. At present 
they were trained in the country' 
districts and then went to the 
cities. The reverse should be the

Fifty of the 70 students in the 
Victoria Normal School will be 
transferred to Vancouver for the 
completion of their courses, ac­
cording to tentative plans. These 
are students from the interior 
of British Columbia. The 20 
Victoria and Vancouver Island 
students will be taken care of 
in temporary quarters, to be ar­
ranged in Victoria.

The Model School classes of 
children drawn from Oak Bay 
and Saanich municipalities will 
be accommodated in other 
schools.

Especially for Schools

PLAN REVISION 
OFTAXSYSTEMI

By B. A. McKELVIE.
: ! Daily Province Staff Correspondent.

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—The whole 
question ol taxation and espe- 

i dally In respect of education, will 
t, be reviewed this year, Hon. H. G.
| Perry, minister of education, told 

the Legislature on Tuesday after- 
*j noon.

The announcement of policy 
came during the discussion of the 
amount of $450,000 in the esti- ,j 
mates of the department of edu-C 

5 cation as a grant in aid to munl-i 
§ cipalities and school districts.

Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 
3 candidly admitted that the previ- 

, oui government had approxi- 
j mated the grant to cover the ad.

5: ditional costs imposed on school 
i boards by the compulsory con- 
i tributlons to the Teachers’ Pen- 
'i slon Fund.
: LOST $250,000.

A preliminary grant of $250,- 
“ 000 had been given to school 
1 boards. This had been increased, 
i as for last year, to $450,000, but 
I at the same time the new impost 

amounted to $438,000. "So,"
added Mr. Pattullo, "you sec the 
municipalities and school dis- 

1 tricts are really worse off by 
$250,000 in this new budget"

Roderick C. MacDonald. Con- 
j servative, Dewdney, said muni­

cipalities and school districts 
should not have been assessed 
anything for teachers' pensions. 
The fund had got Into a deplor­
able state, but this was due to 
the laxity of the government In 
permitting it
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The Incredible Statute

NOTHING will be done in this session 
of the Legislature to provide for 

compulsory motor car insurance. That 
jg the answer to Mr. Kenney, M.L.A. for 
Skeena, who has been foremost in raising 
the question in the House.
I Mr. Kenney will have much company 
In his disappointment. For the answer 
'given, while it did not explicitly say so, 
leaves little doubt that nothing will be 
done at all. That is to say that nothing 
will be done to improve the present worth­
less law on our statute books which offers 
ho protection for anybody against the 
financially irresponsible motorist.
1 The war and the public preoccupation 
with it is no excuse for the government 
and the Legislature in this business. This 
is a long-standing item of undone public 
business about which something might 
have been done at this time. It can only 
be supposed that the vested interests in 
the present wholly unsatisfactory condi­
tion of affairs have again been influ­
ential enough to prevent any attempt at 
Improvement

The public controversy upon this 
subject has been so complicated and 
bedevilled with 1 special pleading, mainly 
on the part of the insurance companies, 
that it is hard for a plain man not to be 
bewildered. But it ought to be possible 
to insist that a very simple proposition is 
essential here.

That proposition is that no operator 
of any motor vehicle should be allowed 
to operate his dangerous machine on the 
public highway unless he is properly 
insured against his liability for the injury 
or damage that his vehicle may cause to 
the person or property of anybody else.

There is no such protection in the 
present law of British Columbia. All 
there is is a wretched thing, tagged on 
as an afterthought to the Motor Vehicle 
Act. This phony “responsibility” law 
says that if you kill somebody else on 
the road, or injure somebody, or damage 
his property, and if judgment of the court 
is given against you, then you shall not 
be allowed to go out and do it again until 
you have given evidence that next time 
the next victim will be able to collect 

i from you.
! Do you say that it is incredible? Well, 

it ought to be, but that is the sorry state 
| of the law that this Legislature, with time 
| on its hands to argue about everything, 
l will do nothing about

£?■

UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

C.C.F. Counter-Offensivel 
Delays House Prorogation)

By B. A McKELVIB.
Vancouver Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—-Prorogation, originally planned for j 
Friday, may not be reached until Wednesday.

On Tuesday the C.C.F. staged a five-hour filibuster on f 
the estimates of Hon. H. G. T. Perry, minister of education 
It was obviously—and admittedly—a comeback at the min- 
ister for his attack earlier in the session upon the tenets of : 
Socialism as expounded by the C.C.F.

Strange things happen in this •
Legislature.

The unexpected is always just 
round the comer, but the inci­
dent of Wednesday afternoon 
took all but one member entirely 
by surprise. The one member 
was E. E. Winch — Winch the 
Elder—and he provided the sur­
prise. It was commendation of 
Herbert Anscomb, minister of 
mines.

Mr. Winch for years has held 
Mr. Anscomb up as the nearest 
thing to embodied capitalism 
that he could find in the As­
sembly. Mr. Anscomb has re­
garded Mr. Winch as the very 
embodiment of ultra red Social­
ism. They have rowed — good- 
naturedly—for years.

Yesterday, however, the white- 
haired member for Burnaby rose 
to compliment the minister. He 
read a letter he had received 
from Mr. Anscomb upon his tak­
ing office as minister of mines 
and of trade and Industry. It 
had requested the advice of the 
member. This, said Mr. Winch, 
was something new. He ap­
preciated it

Mrs. Tilley Rolston—The gov­
ernment felt the hand-writing 
on the wall.

R. C. MacDonald—A woman 
shouldn’t get married if she can’t 
teach her daughter how to cook.

Sumas reclamation work cost 
a total of $8,160,456, Leslie Eyres 
was told in the House. Total re­
ceipts to the first of the present 
year were $648,233, leaving a 
balance of $7,512,223. For this 
huge sum there are now, after 
30 years of effort, 808 settlers 
on the area. Some 1300 acres 
of reclaimed lands remain to be 
sold. This means that each set­
tler represents a net outlay on 
the part of the government of 
$9296.

The city of Victoria has grown 
by two acres in the past 20 years. 
W. T. Straith, Victoria member, 
boasted to the Legislature of this 
fact He asked that the city be 
formally allowed to annex the 
two acres so that it could legally 
Impose taxes. A bill passed

second reading to permit the j 
Queen City to be enlarged by f 
the two-acre fill In the harbor.

Louis LeBourdais rose in de- ' 
fense of “chechako prospectors." [ 
They might be green as grass, ! 
but sometimes they made good, \

He told ■ of an Irish policeman i 
from Chicago and a window i 
dresser from Lancashire, who E 
came into Cariboo. They camped j 
where old wiseacres said there I 
could be no gold, and they pros­
pected in the vicinity just be­
cause It was close to their tent

They found gold, but the local 
lads would not believe that it 
came from their diggings — as I 
they knew there just couldn’t be 
gold there. But there was gold, I 
and something like $500,000 was 
taken out of the greenhorns’ 
mine.

PROTEST MlS 
ON NOTEE CHANGE

VICTORIA, Feb. 5. — Birtl 
Showier, president of the Van-1 
coûver Trades and Labor Coun-I 
dl, arrived in Victoria today to I 
protest against a proposed I 
amendment to the Fire Marshal I 
Act that would nullify a régula- [ 
tion calling for presence of two I 
projectionists in projection I 
rooms of theatres with a seating | 
capacity of more than 450.

The amendment is stgmsorei 
s, Caritxby Louis LeBourdais, -iboo.

Independent operators of the-1 
atres in Vancouver said today! 
they took the view that one pro-1 
jectionist is enough for one ma-1 
chine.

Projectionists are paid $1.301 
to $1.60 an hour and on the! 
average work 27 hours a week,! 
and make from $35 to $451 
weekly.

Granville street theatres seat I 
from 800 to 2700 persons. There I 
are practically no picture houses I 
in the city seating less than 4501 
persons, although one or two on J 
the outskirts took out some of I 
their seats when the Fire Mar-1 
shais Act was amended, so they! 
could carry on with one pro-| 
jectionist

George J. Gerard, a delegate 
of the Projectionists’ Union 
the Trades and Labor Coun 
charged Tuesday night that the] 
attempt to amend the act agair 
was a “squeeze play" by big in 
terests willing to jeopardize the 

of movie goers for the 
‘ ig made by discharge] 
operator. He 
projectionists were 

• of military f—'
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Anscomb Refuses to Repeal British Columbia!

TO WS OWN DEPARTMENT

Explains Pensions Transfer
B1lue SIky 1Law’

CRIMINAL CODE 
‘NOT ENOUGH’
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 5—As far as 
he was concerned, he would not 
recommend the repeal of the 
Securities Act, Hon. Herbert 
Anscomb, minister of mines, 
bluntly told the Legislature on 
Wednesday.

Tom Love, Grand Forks, and 
several others had declared that 
the Securities Act was hindering 
the development of mining.

"I will not recommend Its re­
peal,” said Mr. Anscomb. “My|j 
honorable friends when they 
urge It forget that the Securities 
Act Is not limited to mining, but 
extends over all manner of en­
terprises.
ATTACKS ENGINEERS.

"What they urge—or mean to 
do—Is that It should be repealed 
as It applies to mining, but I 
don't know about that.” He 
went on: “It has been said that 
the Crimjal Code would give pro­
tection. The code comes Into 
effect after an act Is committed; 
the Securities Act tries to pre­
vent Improper practices.”

Mr. Love levelled an attack on 
resident mining engineers. He 
said that they did not encourage 
mining. Their reports were of 
such a character as to deter In­
vestment In properties.

Mr. Anscomb—As long as I 
am minister of mines, I don’t 
want any engineer to say “yes” 
when he should say “no.”

Mr. Love was also replied to 
by W. J. Asselstine, former min­
ister of mines, who defended the 
resident engineers as being men 
of high calibre, who would only 
put In their reports what they 
saw. It would be a sad day for 
British Columbia if the govern­
ment sought to employ engineers 
who would “try to lure money” 
by their reports.

Dr. T. D. Pattullo also spoke 
In commendation of the work of 

resident engineers.

\ Scandal Denied

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—The story 

of an old ferry on the Arrow 
Lakes that was sold by the pub­
lic works department for $20 and 
was then hired back at $8 per 
day with a tug at $4 per hour 
to pull It, was told In the public 
accounts committee this morn 
ing.

The C. C. F. members of the 
committee did the questioning. 
The story brought out was that 
W. J. Armstrong, mechanical 
superintendent of the public 
works department, condemned 
the ferry at The Needles. It was 
offered for sale.

One advertisement was In­
serted in a local paper and 
notices were exhibited In public 
places calling for bids on the 
boat.

The only tender received was 
from the Big Bend Cedar Pole 
Company, with which Capti C. S. 
Leary, M.L.A., at the time minis­
ter of public works, was associ­
ated. The bid was for $20 and 
the sale was made at that figure.
hired rack twice.

Later, owing to the necessity 
for supplying a substitute ferry 
at Castlegar during repairs to 
that craft, the government ap­
proached the pole company and 
hired the old craft, from which 
the machinery had been removed, 
and the company’s tug to pull it 

It was employed for 16 days. 
Later the government again em­
ployed the old barge for "from 
three weeks to a month” on the 
Columbia River.

While he had condemned the 
craft he knew that it was safe 

I enough to operate temporarily, 
Mr. Armstrong told the commit­
tee.
“HONORABLE” PURCHASE.

Capt. Leary, who is a member 
of the committee, declared that 

I the purchase was made by his 
I company in an honorable manner 
without any thought of ever leas­
ing it to the government. It was 

| required for carrying lumber. _ 
The hull was In such bad 

shape that It required the ex­
penditure of $600 before It was 
serviceable. The old boat was 
half submerged when the Pole 
Co. acquired It, he stated. 
Instead of being criticized, the 

Pole Co. should be commended, 
he thought, fot’’ by leasing the 
boat—at a low rate—back to the 
public works department, a situa­
tion of great inconvenience to the 
public had been obviated during 
the time the Castlegar ferry was 
replaced.

It was Just a case of “scull, 
duggery” about the table, he 
said, glaring at the C.C.F. mem­
bers.

By Dally Province staff Correapondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—Adminis­

tration of the Old Age Pensions 
Act in British Columbia is being 
removed from the Workmen’s 
Compensation Board. It will be 
administered in the department 
of the provincial secretary.

In moving second reading of 
a bill to effect this change Hon. 
George S. Pearson, provincial 
secretary, paid high tribute to 
the manner in which the Work­
men’s Compensation Board had 
carried on, not only in respect 
of the handling of old age pen-

Gray Can Only Hope 
For Better Fraser 

Valley Weather
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 5—Pay­
ments of Interest and sinking 
fund instalments due to dyk­
ing districts in the Fraser Val­
ley will be deferred as a result 
of a bill Introduced by Hon. A. 
Wells Gray, minister of lands 
and given second reading.

The minister explained that 
the measure was made neces­
sary by the loss suffered by 
farmers during the bad 
weather of last fall It was 
expected that they would be 
able to meet their next instal­
ments. The deferred payments 
will be set back to the end 
of the payment schedule, 
which has about nine years 
to run.

“Does the minister ever ex­
pect favorable conditions to 
exist in the Fraser Valley?" 
quizzed Dr. T. D. Pattullo.

Hon. Mr. Gray—I can’t guar­
antee good weather, but expect 
it next year.

L. H. Shepherd—Hope springs 
eternal. . ■

Move to Cut 
Projection Staff
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 5. — Three 
hundred projectionists are af­
fected by an amendment pro­
posed by Louis LeBourdais, Cari­
boo, to the Fire Marshal’s Act 

The amendment would repeal 
the provision inserted into the 
act in 1939, compelling the at­
tendance of two projectionists in 
moving picture theatres having 
more than 400 seats at all times.

Projectionists have started a 
lobby to defeat the amendment, 
while those interested in trying f 
to secure its passage are also 
active..

sions, but in efficiently admin­
istering their own act.

The board itself was anxious 
to get rid of the burden of old- ( 
age pensions, the provincial sec­
retary said. It was also felt that j 
the pensions could be effectively j 
handled within his department, j 
There were times it was felt that 
the government should have 
greater control over matters per­
taining to old age pensions. This 
was particularly so in the mat­
ter of interpretations of grounds 
for pensions. The board had full 
say.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Victoria, 
suggested that the new organiza­
tion should be instructed that it 
would be better to err on the 
side of generosity in dealing with 
the claims of aged individuals.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch declared the’bill was com­
plete justification of the stand 
of the C. C. F. three years ago 
when that body had urged the 
setting up of a definite organiza­
tion to deal with this class of 
pensions.

Dr.*T. D. Pattullo urged that 
pressure should be brought on 
the Dominion Government to call 
a conference of provinces to fully 
discuss the whole subject of old 
age pensions.

To Meet Crisis

DEPARTMENT 
POWER LARGER

posed the 1939 amendment that 
compelled the employment ot 

| double stalls ot projectionists at 
motion picture theatres.

By Dally Province staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 5. — Under 

the present laws, the fisheries 
department ot the province 
could not refuse licenses to 
Japanese fish buyers, Hon. 
George S. Pearson, commis­
sioner el fisheries, told the 
Legislature. He was discussing 
an amendment to the act that 
would permit of wide discre­
tionary powers being given to 
the department for the refusal 
of a license to any person.

He explained that Dominion 
legislation stood in the way of 
specifically banning Japanese, 
but that the desired effect could 
be obtained by an amendment 
to the, provincial act such as he 
was proposing. .

An amendment to the Evi­
dence Act, which was givtn sec­
ond reading, gives courts the 
authority to accept as evidence 
photostatic and photographic 
copies of documents.

The amendment also provides 
ithat barristers and solicitors 

Mr. LeBourdais vigorously op- y „h0 have been disbarred may
isnrl ttiii 1Q9Q a mon rim ont- that . ___. X- ^nmmlooinnoru for §not act às commissioners 

taking oaths.
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Subsidy UrgedLESS PER CAPITA SAY FRAUD ACTWOULD ASSISTB.C. Liquor Consumption Less
HURTS MININGPROSPECTORSol liquor In comparative years 

ol 1930 and 1941 was 7.2 per 
cent. In the same years there 
was a jump ol 38.99 in provincial 
revenues; gas tax collections 
had jumped by 246 per cent— 
from $1,086,346 to $3,759,629— 
and motor fees and licenses 
jumped by 45.5 per cent 

The per capita consumption of 
liquor, as shown by Liquor Con­
trol Board records, of $21.73 
annually works out at less than 
6 cents a day per head—or one 
bottle of beer every three days, 
based on the L.C.B. price of 
$2.10 per dozen.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 5. —British 

Columbia Is consuming less 
Uquor, per capita, than It did 10 
years ago, official figures dis­
close.

Sales totalling $17,590,252 to 
the 809,000 residents of the prov­
ince in 1941 works out at ap­
proximately $21.73 compared 
with sales amounting to $16,498,- 
692 in 1930 to the 694,000 British 
Columbians of that day. This 
was at the rate of $23.76 per 
head, or $2.03 more than it was 
last year.

The value Increase In the sale

VICTORIA, Feb. 5—A N. 
Wolverton, president of the Van­
couver Stock Exchange, claimed 
at a legislative mining committee 
meeting today that the Provin­
cial Securities Act is blocking de­
velopment qf B. C. mineral re­
sources.

Mr. Wolverton led a delega­
tion of mining men and Van­
couver Stock Exchange mem­
bers seeking amendment or re­
peal of the act.

In its present form, Mr. 
Wolverton said, the Securities 
Act made it “virtually impossi­
ble” for prospectors to obtain 
financial backing. As a lesult,

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—Govern­

ment members joined opposition 
spokesmen in the Legislature 
Thursday in urging Increased en­
couragement for prospectors, 
during consideration of depart­
ment of mines estimates.

C.C.F. Leader Harold Winch 
suggested B. C. should follow 
the policies of Australian Com­
monwealth and state govern­
ments—subsidization of pros­
pectors, with the government col­
lecting a share of returns.

Louis LeBourdals, Liberal, 
Cariboo, protested against a re­
duction in the estimates of the 
voe for mine trails and roads.

“Mining development in the | 
past has been just as fast and I 
no faster than available trans- j 

he said.

MAJORITY RULE SOUGHT

Moves to Force Bargaining
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 5—A bill 
that would compel B. C. employ­
ers to negotiate collective bar­
gaining agreements with trade 
union organization nominated by 
majorities of their employees 
was introduced. in the Legisla­
ture Wednesday by Colin Cam 
eron, C.C.F. whip, Comox.

The bill, seeking an amend­
ment to the B. C. Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Act, alms 
at implementation of recommen­
dations made to the legislative 
labor committee this session by 
trade union delegations.

Union spokesmen, addressing 
the committee, claimed the act 
in its present form enables un­
willing employers to “stall” and 
attempt to set back organization 
by suggesting company unions 
and other alternatives.

amendment

by employees to make such ap­
plication, conduct a secret ballot 
within seven days of receipt of 
such application. . .

“Any question of interpreta­
tion or application of this sec­
tion shall be settled by the min­
ister."

Anothe. bill introduced by Mr. 
Cameron seeks a ruling that In­
dustrial settlements consisting of 
50 or more persons in an area, 
of one square mile, shall be com 
sidered "public settlements,” 
with all roads, streets and pas­
sage ways therein deemed “pub­
lic thoroughfares.”

The act would affect factory, 
cannery, logging, mine, sawmill 
and other industrial settlements 
outside municipalities.

portation,’
CITES PRECEDENT.

indorsing Mr. Winch's sug­
gestion, Mr. LeBourdals said 
that in B. C.’s early days the 
government subsidized pros­
pectors and in return collected 
50 per cent, of their earnings.

W. J. Asselstine, Liberal, 
Atlln, former minister of mines, 
suggested school children should 
devote "four or five periods a 
week” to studying identification 
and assaying of minerals.

“This would be far more valu­
able than the study of Hannibal’s 
accomplishments,” auued the 
former minister. ~

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, min­
ister of mines, reported that he 
agreed that prospectors should 
be given "all possible encourage­
ment,” but the problem of giv­
ing them financial support was) 
“an extremely difficult one.”
WORKS WITH OTTAWA.

The B. C. mines department, 
Mr. Anscomb said, was working 
closely with the federal metals 
controller at Ottawa.

Premier Hart promised “an 
early statement" In response to 
a question by H. W. Herridge,
C.C.F., Rossland-Trail, on results 
of conversations between cabinet 
ministers and Dr. G. S. Hume, 
federal geologist, on potentiali­
ties of the government oil project 
at Commotion Creek.

tatorial powers In the act.”
E. K. Debeck, administrator of 

the act, said the only appeal from 
his decision was to the attorney- 
general of the province.

Attorney-General R. L. Malt-

advantage.
Harold Lakes of Nelson, presi­

dent of the Chamber of Mines 
of Eastern B. C, was also at 
the hearing.

For some time the Chamber 
of Mines has urged, by resolution 
and otherwise, that the Security 
Frauds Prevention Act should be 
withdrawn or amended, claim­
ing it has kept capital away from 
prospective or developing prop­
erties.

...........——
i Mechanics’ LienThe proposed 

states:
“The (provincial) minister of 

labor shall, upon receipt of ap­
plication by two officers of a 
trade union, supported by statu­
tory declarations to the effect 
that they have been requested

| Act Bill Defeated
ii By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
| VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—A private 
5 bill seeking amendment of the 
3 Mechanics’ Lien Act to extend 
| the period in which workmen 
3 could file claims from 31 to 60 
$ days, died on the order paper 

Wednesday after Attorney-Gen­
eral Maitland had questioned its 
merits.

The bill was Introduced by 
Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F* Cowi- 
chan-Newcastle,

Mr. Maitland argued the 
amendment would prove more 
beneficial to unethical contrac­
tors than to workmen. Such con­
tractors habitually delayed pay­
ment until Just before a lien was 
to be filed. Workmen concerned 
hesitated to file liens while there 
was a chance they would be paid 
without them.
i Adoption of the bill would give 
contractors an extra 30 days in 
which to delay payment before 
liens were filed, Mr. Maitland
said.
• When the second reading vote 
was called, Mr. Speaker declared 
the motion lost
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To Give Ciliés PowerThe Spirit and the LawBurnaby, Be Tough MAYLEVYTAXA N amendment to the Old Age Pensions 
] Act, introduced in the Legislature 
| this week, authorizes Mr. Pearson, in his 
j capacity as provincial secretary, to remove 
i the administration of old age pensions 

from the Workmen’s Compensation Board 
and to take it directly under his own 
charge.

This move may mean much or nothing 
at all to the persons chiefly concerned, 

| the old age pensioners themselves, but 
I nothing is so far forthcoming to show 
S that it means a great deal. The essential 
1 question is not one of moving administra- 
I tion from one department of government 

to another but it is a questidn of moving 
I the spirit of administration.

For there is abundance of evidence 
to support the widespread complaint that 
the Old Age Pensions law is very much 
what the provincial administration boards, 
in collaboration with the Ottawa depart­
ment of labor, have made of it

What they have made of it, this is 
the essential complaint, is something far 
removed from the original humane inten­
tion of the law.

The charge is, and so far it is not 
effectively rebutted, that the original 
spirit and intention of the act has been 
stifled in the gradual accretion of regu­
lations, made by successive provincial 
and Dominion departments, validated by 
orders-in-council that have not been 
sufficiently reviewed by Parliament and 
the legislatures.

This is not to say that Mr. Pearson, 
who has the reputation of a humane man, 
may not be able by this change of 
administrative departments, to improve 
the lot of the old age pensioners. But 
it is to insist that a mere change of 
departments can do little to effect such 
an improvement.

The effective law, such as it is, is the 
product first of all of concurrent legis­
lation between the Dominion and the 
provinces and in its development of con­
current administration. Parliament can 
not absolve itself of primary and ultimate 
responsibility here.

Mr. Pearson could do nothing better 
than to hammer at the bureaucratic doors 
of Ottawa until Parliament is obliged to 
take notice.

THE ratepayers of Burnaby are asking 
for the restoration of municipal self- 

government, and there is no good reason 
why they should not hav£ it. The munici­
pality was in default but has made an 
agreement with its creditors and refunded 
its debt. It is in default no longer and 
is as much entitled to manage its own 
affairs as is Vancouver or Victoria or 
any municipal unit in the province.

No doubt the people of Burnaby will 
have their municipal franchise restored. 
But they must remember that with the 
franchise will come responsibility—per- 

One reason why

TO PAY A.R.P
Feb. 5.—A. N. 

esldent of the Van- 
Exchange, claimed 
! mining committee 
V that the Provin- 
Act is blocking de­
ll. C. mineral re-

By pally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 6—Authority 

for municipalities to levy for 
and expend funds on A.R.P. 
work, civil protection and disas­
ter relief is contained In a bill 
entitled “Municipalities Civil 
Protection Enabling Act” to be 
introduced by Municipal Minis­
ter A. W. Gray. He has given 
notice of his Intention of intro­
ducing the measure.

At present there Is no author­
ity for the expenditure of muni­
cipal funds on such work. The 
bill not only will permit councils 
to spend moneys, but to cooper­
ate with other governments In 
similar works.

It is not yet clear at City Hall 
if the new legislation will have 
any effect on the city’s tax rate 
this year.
DECLINES COMMENT.

At present, the city is without 
legal authority to levy taxes for 
civil protection purposes, and 
while the government's bill will 
overcome this obstacle, it is not 
by any means certain that the 
City Council will agree to any 
large outlays of civic money for 
this purpose.

As the bill is not mandatory, 
merely giving permissive power 
to make A.R.P. expenditures, it 
does not follow that the council 
will be obliged to authorize such 
costs.

In previous discussions several 
aldermen have taken the stand 
that A.R.P. should be a provin­
cial and federal responsibility. 
Mayor Cornett declines to com­
ment on the situation pending 
further information from. Vic­
toria on the distribution of A.R.P. 
costs.

ton led a delega- 
ig men and Van- 

Exchange mem- 
amendment or re­

ssent form, Mr. 
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C, was also at

I
sonal responsibility.
Burnaby lost its right to govern itself 
and was put under a commissioner was 
that its ratepayers were too lax. They 

:l did not keep a sufficiently strong rein on 
their councillors. They went into debt 
too easily.

If they follow the same course again 
they will fall into difficulties again, for 
Burnaby must remember that it is to a 
very large extent a dormer municipality 
and the path of a dormer municipality is

I
 a rough one. Its revenues are always 
low and the demands upon them always 
high. So it is necessary for the council 
to be tough with the dollars and for the, 
ratepayers to be tough with the cojinclT.

me the Chamber 
■ged, by resolution 
that the Security 
lion Act should be 
amended, claim- 

:apital away from 
developing prop-

Davidson Opposes 
A “Welfare Home
By Dally Province staff Correspom 

VICTORIA, Feb. 6. — 
George Davidson, provincla.

1 welfare director, told the legis 
lative social welfare committee 
today that he was opposed to 
"Institutionalization” of welfare 
dependents except "as a last re­
sort."

"Institutionalization, In my 
opinion, Is the very last thing. 
We were all bom to live in a 
natural, family environment and 
as long as we can leave cases in 
such lnvironment there Is no 
problem of readjustment to be 
faced,” Dr. Davidson said.

The welfare director admitted 
many old age pensioners were 
experiencing difficulty In finding 
home accommodation. Some of 
them would be better off In In­
stitutions but there was no room 
for them.

Dr. Davidson approved a sug­
gestion by Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
Liberal, Victoria, that a “cottage 
plan” be established for old- 
age pensioners.

I



« FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1942 | 
ASSESS• v

UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

PATTULLO ATTEMPTS COMEBACK
t • t * * *

Ex-Premier Tries to Shepherd Erstwhile Followers In Oil Debate
By B. A. McKELVIE.

Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Feb. 6—Dr. T. D. 

Pattullo, former premier, made 
a bold attempt in Legislature to 
re-arrêst some of his potent tn- 

J fluence over his erstwhile fol­
lowers.

It was during consideration of 
the vote for oil well drilling in 
the Peace River country. This 
subject has been dear to the 

, heart of Dr. Pattullo for a quar- 
j 1er of a century. Hon Herbert 
; Anscomb had mentioned a bill 
' that was coming up for discus­
sion which would give the gov- 

i emment power to let private 
i companies drill it the govern- 
; ment decided to cease operations.
] *T will be greatly dis- 
j appointed,” declared Dr. Pat- 
i tullo with a challenging glance 
around the members, "if Liberal 

I members whom. I formerly led 
| vote for this bill.”
ONE MAN’S FAITH.

The great productivity of the 
Bridge River district was due to 
the faith of one man—faith that 
persisted despite all manner of 
discouragements; faith that 
could not be shaken. Some 
thought that he was foolish, but 

| he clung to his conviction—and 
? British Columbia had benefited 

by millions.
j Such was the story told to the 
mining committee of the Legis­
lature by A. E. Jukes of Vancou­
ver. The man?—the man was 
the late Dave Sloan.

Mr. Jukes, speaking of the 
attributes of a good prospector 
and mining man, paid high trib­
ute to Mr. Sloan. It was his 
faith in the eventual richness of 
Pioneer that drew attention to 
the area; that attracted capital 
for the development of the mine, 
and with that development other 
properties came into being. It 
was Dave Sloan’s faith that made 
the Bridge River.
PLUG BY UPHILL.

Tom Uphill managed to get 
his annual plug in for the oil 
possibilities of the Flathead

I country. Each year the Fernie 
] member has a few words to say 
I about that more or less isolated [$; 
I section of his district.

Yesterday, during the discus­
sion on Peace River oil drilling,

1 Tom demanded why the govern­
ment spent money in a hole in 
the ground at Commotion Creek 
when it could go into the Flat- 
head Country and dip oil from 
seepages “right into cars and 

I drive away on it"
He confidentially informed Mr. 

Speaker that Premier Hart had
j b*6” there with another minis- 
‘“ "But we went over the bank 

Mr. Speaker we wus all 
, too.”

I Dr. Pattullq is becoming philo-1 
J sophic. He confided this to the I 
| House on Thursday. “There is I 
I^-n*,ln denying statements]
| made about you, for you can I 

catch up with them. AU I 
of statements have been I 
about me—and I don’t I

Len Shepherd, Delta’s busy 1■
representative, wants the gov- e 
emment to advertise the virtues 8 
of Fraser Valley potatoes. He 
flourished a six-foot lithographed II 
poster of Maine tubers, and j® 
asked the department of trade gg 
and industry to take note of it. ® 
Why not something similar for H 
the Fraser Valley?

Agriculture Minister K. C. @ 
MacDonald soothed: “But those Jg 
are Maine potatoes on that pos- A 
ter. Surely the member is not ti 
comparing Fraser Valley pota- 
toes with those little ones from |gg 
Maine?”

As a matter of fact, the min­
ister said, there was a market in B 
California for all the certified Eg 
seerâwtatoes that could be pro- 8 
duclfl here. All that was de-@ 

1 manded was that they be guaran/t - 
teed as to purity. J a

1 “Free” Auto 
T Riders Given 

Right to Sue
VICTORIA, Feb. 6—,(CP) 

An amendment to the Motor 
Vehicle Act, introduced in the 
Legislature by Attorney-Gen­
eral Maitland, restores the 
right of gratuitous passengers 
in an automobile to sue for 
damages where there has 
been gross negligence on the 
part of the driver.

It also authorizes use of 
one license plate instead of 
two as a war measure to con­
serve metal.

WOULD LIFT RESERVES

B. C. to Seek Power to Lease 
Oil Lands In Peace River Area

‘Useless in War”

Would Kill 
Department 
Of Trade

By Daily Province staff correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.-Dr. J. J. 

Glllis, Yale, urged abolishment 
of the department of trade and 
industry in the Legislature 
Thursday. He thought that it 
was useless during the war and 

| cost a lot of money. Tourist trade 
had stopped.

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, trade 
and industry minister, said that 
the department did much more 
than handle tourist traffic. It 
was true that there might be a 
falling off in tourist travel. He 
had already taken steps to stop 
national advertising for such 
purpose. He hoped to make sav­
ings in the department, but he 
wished to maintain the depart­
mental organization.

FL. L. H. Eyres, Chilliwack, 
is interested in the possibilities 
of silk worm culture. He sug­
gested that the department of 
trade and industry look into the 
potentialities of silk production 
in this province.

Dr. J. J. Glllis, Yale, thought I 
that it was strange indeed that 
in this time of stress, when pri-1 
vate Individuals had to be 
rationed in the use of gasoline 
andoi], that the Provincial Gov-1 
«iraient continued to use on- 
burning locomotives on the P. I
G. E.

Acting Minister of Public I 
Works Herbert Anscomb said I that he understood that the res- \ 
son that coal had not 
adopted as a fuel was 
cost of changing the 1 
from oU to t

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Authority 

to lift reserves on B. C. crown 
lands to permit leases to oil 
companies will be sought by the 
government from the Legis­
lature before the end of the cur­
rent session, Mines Minister 
Herbert Anscomb told the Legis­
lative supply committee Thurs­
day. -

The authorizing bill, an amend­
ment to the Coal and Petroleum 
Act, would enable the govern­
ment to grant leases to private 
drilling interests in the Peace 
River block if it decided to dis­
continue drilling itself.

In a brisk 90-minute debate 
arising from the vote of $100,000 
for continuation of the govern­
ment oil-drilling project at Com­
motion Creek, Mr. Anscomb told 
legislators:

1. Dr. G. S. Hume, federal 
geologist, has advised the gov­
ernment it is unlikely oil could

2. Dr. Hume has recommended 
that a further 1000 feet be 
drilled before the government 
makes a final decision on the 
future of the well
be struck at Commotion Creek 
until a further 3000 feet was 
drilled. (Depth of the well now 
Is 5500 feet)
COST GOES UP.

3. The original drilling con­
tract called for payment of 
$22.50 a foot but cost of further 
drilling will be between $60 and 
$70 a foot.

4. The former government ad­
vanced special grants of $50,000 
and $25,000 to the drilling com­
pany after a drill “bit” was 
lost.

5. In addition to the $100,000 
voted for future drilling in the 
1942-43 estimates, a further 
■'125,000 is available in unex­
pended funds.

6 The government has not 
decided whether it will continue 
drilling indefinitely or whi 
it will opep up the field 
vate companies.

7. If private companies are 
allowed to drill, they will be sub- 
ject to a maximum royalty of 
15 per cent of gross proceeds. 
The former royalty was 214 
cents per 35 gallons.

The estimate vote was

The
•P-

When 
r. D. Pattullo 

"Does

-hether “rl 
to prk

to drill in the same hole at Com­
motion Creek?”

Mr. Anscomb said: "Every­
body knows I’m opposed to the 
government being in business 

But this has no application] 
In the present case because the ] 
government already is in busi­
ness.”

The minister asked how the 
government would dispose of 
oil if the Commotion Creek pro­
ject proved successful. The well 
was 360 miles from sea trans­
portation and 20 miles from a 
railhead. The government either ! 
would have to sell its product 
to oil wholesalers or “go into the 
retail business.”
ASKS ADVICE.

When the present government 
took office it asked the Federal 
Government for services of "its. 
best geologist" for advice on the 
Commotion Creek well.

“He (Dr. Hume) came out 
here and has now gone back to 
Ottawa. He has not been on the 
ground (at Commotion Creek) 
but he went through the volum­
inous data here and presented

report,” continued Mr. Ans­
comb.

The report stated the well was 
"an inconclusive test;” that it 
was in “good shape” for further 
drilling; that even if oil were 
not struck further drilling would 
provide "valuable geological 
data;” that “at least” a further 
3000 feet separated the drill from 
oil beds, and that drilling of an 
additional 1000 feet would pro­
vide “critical information.”

Mr. Anscomb explained that 
the expert advised that drilling 
of a further 1000 feet would re­
veal if the "dip" In strata imped­
ing drilling were such that fur­
ther effort would be inadvisable.

The minister said that the vote 
In the estimates, plus the un­
expended $125,000 would be suf­
ficient to cover cost of further 
drilling recommended by Dr.

T am not saying that the gov­
ernment definitely proposes to 
drill. I do say that this is the 
most difficult problem facing the 
government at present," Mr. Ans­
comb said.

The government was seeking 
amendment of the Oil and Pe­
troleum Act to open up the field 
if it decided not to continue <" ”

" Ü3
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Wismer Defends 
Securities Act

(Special to The Dally Province.)' 
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—The Secu­

rities Act is not only lor the pro­
tection of those who invest in 
mines, but covers a wide range 
of transactions, Gordon S. Wis­
mer, K.C., former attorney-gen­
eral, told the legislative commit­
tee on mining this morning. He 
was speaking in defense of the 
act.

Mr. Wismer said that had he 
H remained in office he would have 

sought to extend the act to deal 
with business chance salesmen. 
He related how in the sale of a 
Vancouver restaurant the patron­
age had been cleverly built up 
for two days. Every time that 
the prospective customer went 
near the place it was busy. He 
bought—and the next day no one 
came around.

"If you are going to carry on I 
mining in this province you have I 
to protect the public that puts I 
the money into the industry," Mr. j 

g Wismer declared.
Charles S. Henley, Victoria 

broker, who also appeared to 
defend the Securities Act as be­
ing for the protection of the 
public, confided to the members: 
"Ninety per cent of people who 
put money into mining shares 
lose It" Any protection that the 
government can provide should 
be given to the public, he added.

I War Orders Prove 
| Value of Bureau

VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—British 
Columbia’s trade bureau at 
Ottawa had succeeded in obtain­
ing millions of dollars’ worth 
of war orders for this province, 
W. J. Asselstine, former minis­
ter of trade and industry, told 
the Legislature when Mrs. 
Grace Mclnnis, C.C.F., Vancou­
ver, asked what the provincial 
representative there did.

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, min­
ister of trade and industry, also 
declared that departmental 
records demonstrated the useful­
ness of representation at Ottawa.

Dr. T. D. Pattullo, former 
premier, added his commenda­
tion. He knew how necessary it 
was to have someone constantly 
on the job at Ottawa if anything 
was to be obtained.

Province gloves to Bonusaon Ôp

TAX DRAWBACK 
«EXPORTS

(Special to The Daily Province.)
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. —, British 

Columbia is going to Impose a 
tax of 17.5 cents per ton on all I 
iron ore mined, with a draw-back 
of the full amount for all ore 
smelted in the province. This Is 
the intent of an amendment to 
the Taxation Act that is being 
introduced.

The effect of the tax is two­
fold. It would prove to be an ex­
port charge on ore shipped out 
of the province, and at the same 
time provide a small additional 
bounty for ore treated in British 
Columbia.

While the province has no 
power to establish an export tax.
It la within the competence of 
provincial jurisdiction to impose K 
a tax on all ore, and it is also • 
within its rights In offering a jj” 
drawback as a bounty, It is 
stated. ■

Mrs. Steeoes’ Plan

TOWN •RELIEF-MINDED’

Dispatched ‘Tough Little Guy 
To Femie After Aid Scandalj

(By The Vancouver Dally Province Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Relief frauds at Femie would have 

been “the greatest scandal In this province" if they had 
.been revealed fully to the public, Hon. George S. Pearson, 
| minister of labor, declared Friday at a meeting of the Legh- 
i lative supply committee.
1 The minister made the statement during a sharp clash 
with Tom Uphill, Labor, Femie, arising from Mr. Uphill’s 
claim that political patronage had played a role in relief 
prosecutions at Femie.

jounty, it is p 

..... ■ J

FARMER, LABOR 
ON UE BOARD
By DaUy Province SUS Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—The for- 
mula Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, 
C. C. F„ North Vancouver, ad­
vocates tor “democatizing the 
University," was revealed Friday 
in a bill seeking amendment of 
the British Columbia University 
Act to change methods of ap­
pointing four members of the 

I board of governor!.
Mrs. Sleeves announced spon­

sorship of the bill Wednesday, 
after Education Minister H. G. 
Perry admitted the Legislature 
has no direct control over admin­
istration of the University.

The proposed amendment 
I would reduce appointments to 
j the 11-member board of gover- 
I nom by the Lieutenant-Governor 

In-council from six to two.
1 MEMBER'S SLATE.

Privileged to elect one mem- 
I ber each—to compensate for 

the reduction in members ap­
pointed by the government — 

i would be: The British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation: the Far-1 
mers’ Institute of British Co-| 

I lumbla; "recognized central labor i 
organizations," and the Parent-! 
Teachers’ Federation of British | 
Columbia.

MFrs. Sleeves suggested no| 
change In continued board mem- 8 
bership for the chancellor and| 
president of the University, and 6 
the three members elected by | 
the senate of the institution.

One clause of her amendment 
would enable high school teach­
ers to bold seats on the board of 
governors. These and employees 
of the department of education 
are barred by term» of the Uni- -, 
versify Act S

Mr. Uphill charged
1. Chief offenders in the re­

lief frauds were “adherents 
of the Liberal party."

2. A relief applicant was 
"driven to the asylum" by a 
provincial relief Investigator.

3. The government pur­
chased "a ton of nails from a 
disciple of Mussolini” without 
"giving Britishers" an oppor­
tunity to tender.

4. "Scandalous things were 
still going on” at Femie.
Mr. Pearson asserted:
L A Femie man was draw­

ing relief for a son attending 
university.

2. The M.L.A. for Fernie 
was “not entirely clear," as 
far as "using Influence” was 
concerned.

“YOU BET I DO."
The dispute began when Mr. 

Uphill asked Mr. Pearson if he 
accepted responsibility as min­
ister in charge of unemployment 
relief for the appointment of 
James Shilling as relief admlnis 
trator in Fernie.

“You bet I do . ,. The reason
I sent Shilling there is because | caused the troubled

IS* _

New Teachers’ 
Pension Setup
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Under an 
amendment to the Teachers’ Pen­
sion Act a new system of pay­
ments into the fund by teachers 
will be set up.

At present teachers’ contribu­
tions are fixed at a straight 4 
per cent of salaries. This mean» 
that collections are usually in 
odd amounts, and these change 
frequently with slight advances 
in salary schedules. It is in- 
teneded to classify salary groups 
and collect stated amounts for 
each group. Thus each teacher 
within a particular group will 
pay the same amount each 
month.

On salaries to <100 per month, 
the deduction will be $3; from 
3100 to $125 a month, $4; and 
up to $150, $5. With each ad­
ditional $25 earned monthly, * 
deduction of $1 will be made,

' Wl

■

rma of^the to

By Dally Province Staff Correspondra 
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — Pro­

posed amendment of the Motor 
Vehicles Act to enable “gratu­
itous" passengers involved in 
accidents to sue drivers for 

gross negligence,” was op­
posed In the Legislature Fri 
day by Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, 
C.C.F., North Vancouver.

Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land explained the ame 
bill would restore a legal rig 
formerly held by B.C. car pas­
sengers. The bill passed 
second reading.

‘Tm afraid this amendment 
would give rise to a great deal 
of ambulance chasing by un­
scrupulous lawyers. ... I 
think it would lead to a lot of 
litigation and trouble," pro­
tested Mrs. Sleeves.

he is a tough little guy. That’S I 
why," replied Mr. Pearson. 1

"The payment of unemploy­
ment relief In Fernie was 
scandal. . . The whole town, waa 8 
relief-minded. . . . You ought to I 
thank me for having sent Shill-1 
ing to clear up the situation,” 
continued the minister.

Some of the offenders had been I 
prosecuted and sent to jail, he ® 
added.Mr. Uphill interjected: "They 8 
were adherents of the Liberal F 
party. . . . Shilling will have i 
to admit that."

There were caaes of people get­
ting relief, the M.L.A. charged, [ 
"purely and solely because of [ 
their political affiliations.”

"Some of the most scandaloua j 
things are still going on there,” j 
he added.

Mr. Pearson—I defy you to 8 
prove Shilling gave relief to any T 
one because of their political j 
affiliations.

Mr. Uphill said he waa not |¥ , , 
"condemning” the minister—"it Be 
was the persons he sent in who 10

Mrs. Steeves 
Fears Ambulance 
Chasers Benefit
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I UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

PATTULLO ATTEMPTS COMEBACK
**• **♦ *•*

Ex-Premier Tries to Shepherd Etgtwhile Followers In Oil Debate
By B. A. McKELVEE.

Daily Province staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Feb. 6—Dr. T. D. 

Pattullo, former premier, made 
1 a bold attempt in Legislature to 

re-arrést some of his potent in- 
1 fluence over his erstwhile fol­

lowers.
It was during consideration of 

the vote for oil well drilling in 
the Peace River country. This 
subject has been dear to the 

j heart of Dr. Pattullo for a quar- 
1 ter of a century. Hon Herbert 
j Anscomb had mentioned a bill 
; that was coming up for discus­
sion which would give the gov- 

<i emment power to let private 
companies drill if the govem- 

j ment decided to cease operations.
\ ‘T will be greatly dis­

appointed," declared Dr. Pat- 
;■ tullo with a challenging glance 

around the members, “if Liberal
■ members whom. I formerly led 
! vote for this bill.”
; ONE MAN'S* FAITH.
I The great productivity of the 
| Bridge River district was due to
4 the faith of one man—faith that 
I persisted despite all manner of

■ discouragements; faith that 
j could not be shaken. Some
5 thought that he was foolish, but 
$ he clung to his conviction—and 
| British Columbia had benefited 
I by millions.
I Such was the story told to the 
J mining committee of the Legis- 
! lature by A. E. Jukes of Vancou- 
1 ver. The man?—the man was 
] the late Dave Sloan.

Mr. Jukes, speaking of the 
attributes of a good prospector 
and mining man, paid high trib­
ute to Mr. Sloan. It was his 
faith in the eventual richness of 
Pioneer that drew attention to 
the area; that attracted capital 
for the development of the mine, 
and with that development other 
properties came into being. It 
was Dave Sloan’s faith that made 
the Bridge River.
PLUG BY UPHILL.

Tom Uphill managed to get 
his annual plug In for the oil 
possibilities of the Flathead
country. Each year the Femie 
member has a few words to say 
about that more or less Isolated 
section of his district 

Yesterday, during the discus­
sion on Peace River oil drilling, 
Tom demanded why the govern­
ment spent money in a hole in 
the ground at Commotion Creek 
when it could go into the Flat- 
head Country and dip oil from 
seepages “right into cars and 

Ive away on it”
He confidentially informed Mr. 

Speaker that Premier Hart had
been there with another minis- 

’ ter, “But we went over the bank
■ 1 —and Mr. Speaker we wus all

sober, too."

Dr. Pattullq Is becoming philo-1 
lophic. He confided this to the I 
douse on Thursday. “There is I 
no use in denying* statements I 

j made about you, for you can I 
| never catch up with them. All I 

of statements have 
about me—and I don't I

Len Shepherd, Delta’s busy»jg

representative, wants the gov­
ernment to advertise the virtues 
of Fraser Valley potatoes. He 
flourished a six-foot lithographed j] 
poster of Maine tubers, and lj 
asked the department of trade | 
and industry to take note of It. | 
Why not something similar for | 
the Fraser Valley?

Agriculture Minister K. C. | 
MacDonald soothed: “But those ji 
are Maine potatoes on that pos­
ter. Surely the member is not 
comparing Fraser Valley pota- ; 
toes with those little ones from [] 
Maine?”

As a matter of fact, the min- g 
ister said, there was a market in | 
California for all the certified y 
seeQlpotatoes that could be pro- | 
ducefl here. All that was de-j 
manded was that they be guaran/1 
teed as to purity. I

i

“Free” Auto 
Riders Given 
Right to Sue

VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—(CP) 
An amendment to the Motor 
Vehicle Act, introduced in the 
Legislature by Attorney-Gen­
eral Maitland, restores the 
right of gratuitous passengers 
in an automobile to sue for 
damages where there has 
been gross negligence on the 
part of the driver.

It also authorizes use of 
one license plate instead of 
two as a war measure to con- 

L serve metal.

WOULD LIFT RESERVES

B. C. to Seek Power to Lease 
Oil Lands In Peace River Area

“Useless in War”

Would Kill 
Department 
Of Trade

By Dally Province Stall Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Dr. J. J. 

Gillls, Yale, urged abolishment 
of the department of trade and 
industry in the Legislature 

gtj Thursday. He thought that it 
y was useless during the war and 
g cost a lot of money. Tourist trade 
Shad stopped.
I Hon. Herbert Anscomb, trade 

S and industry minister, said that 
1 the department did much more 
\ than handle tourist traffic. It 
È was true that there might be a 
|j falling off in tourist travel. He 
I had already taken steps to stop 
$ national advertising for such

___purpose. He hoped to make sav-
gings in the department, but he 

wished to maintain the depart­
mental organization.

FL. L. H. Eyres, Chilliwack, 
is Interested in the possibilities 
of silk worm culture. He sug­
gested that the department of 
trade and industry look into the 
potentialities of silk production 
in this province.

Dr. J. J. Gillie, Yale, thought 
I that it was strange Indeed that 
I in this time of stress, when pri- 
I vate individuals had to be 
I rationed in the use of gasoline 
1 and oil, that the Provincial Gov- 
I emment continued to use oil- 
I burning locomotives on the P.
! G. E.

Acting Minister of Public 
I Works Herbert Anscomb said | 
I that he understood that the rea- 

that coal had not h*en 
I adopted as a fuel was the 
I coat of changing the 
I from oil to <

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Authority 

to lift reserves on B. C. crown 
lands to permit leases to oil 
companies will be sought by the 
government from the Legis­
lature before the end of the cur­
rent session, Mines Minister 
Herbert Anscomb told the Legis­
lative supply committee Thurs­
day.

The authorizing bill, an amend, 
ment to the Coal and Petroleum 
Act, would enable the govern­
ment to grant leases to private 
drilling interests in the Peace 
River block if it decided to dis­
continue drilling itself.

In a brisk 90-minute debate 
arising from the vote of $100,000 
for continuation of the govern­
ment oil-drilling project at Com­
motion Creek, Mr. Anscomb told 
legislators:

1. Dr. G. S. Hume, federal 
geologist, has advised the gov­
ernment it is unlikely oil could

2. Dr. Hume has recommended 
that a further 1000 feet be 
drilled before the government 
makes a final decision on the 
future of the well.
be struck at Commotion Creek 
until a further 3000 feet was 

I drilled. (Depth of the well now 
| is 5500 feet)

COST GOES UP.
3. The original drilling con­

tract called for payment of 
$22.50 a foot but cost of further 
drilling will be between $60 and 
$70 a foot.

4. The former government ad­
vanced special grants of $50,000 
and $25,000 to the drilling com­
pany after a drill “bit’’ was 
lost.

5. In addition to the $100,000 
voted for future drilling in the 
1942-43 estimates, a further 

■ ”125,000 is available in unex­
pended funds.

6. The government has not 
decided whether it will continue 
drilling indefinitely or whether 
it will open up the field to pri­
vate companies.

7. If private companies are 
allowed to drill, they will be sub­
ject to a maximum royalty of 
15 per cent of gfiass proceeds. 
The former royalty was 2% 
cents per 35 gallons.

The estimate vote was ap­
proved.

The debate opened when 
Premier T. D. Pattullo 

Mr. Anscomb: "Does 
■

to drill in the same hole at Com­
motion Creek?”

Mr. Anscomb said: “Every­
body knows I’m opposed to the 
government being In business 

But this has no application 1 
In the present case because the I 
government already is in busi­
ness.”

The minister asked how the 
government would dispose of 
oil If the Commotion Creek pro-1 
Ject proved successful. The well | 
was 360 miles from sea trans- j 
portatlon and 20 miles from a j 
railhead. The government either f 
would have to sell its product t 
to oil wholesalers or “go into the li 
retail business.”
ASKS ADVICE.

When the present government 
took office It asked the Federal 
Government for services of “Its 
best geologist” for advice on the 
Commotion Creek well.

“He (Dr. Hume) came out 
here and has now gone back to | 
Ottawa. He has not been on the 
ground (at Commotion Creek) 
but he went through the volum­
inous data here and presented 
a report," continued Mr. Ans­
comb.

, The report stated the well was 
"an Inconclusive test;" that It 
was In "good shape" for further 
drilling; that even If oil were 
not struck further drilling would 
provide "valuable geological | 
data;” that "at least” a further 
3000 feet separated the drill from 
oil beds, and that drilling of an 
additional 1000 feet would pro­
vide "critical Information.”

Mr. Anscomb explained that 
the expert advised that drilling 
of a further 1000 feet would re­
veal If the “dip” in strata Imped­
ing drilling were such that fm>| 
ther effort would be Inadvisable. ’ 

The minister said that the vote 
in the estimates, plus the un­
expended $125,000 would be suf­
ficient to cover cost of further 
drilling recommended by Dr. 
Hume.

“I am not saying that the gov­
ernment definitely proposes to 
drill. I do sqy that this is the 
most difficult problem facing the 
government at present,” Mr. Ans­
comb said.

The government was seeking 
amendment of the Oil and Pe­
troleum Act to open up the field 
if it decided not to continue drill- 
Ing ltaelf, he explained.
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Wismer Defends 
Securities Act

(Special to The Dally Province.)'
VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—The Secu­

rities Act is not only lor the pro­
tection of those who Invest In 
mines, but covers a wide range 
of transactions, Gordon S. Wis­
mer, K.C., former attorney-gen­
eral, told the legislative commit­
tee on mining this morning. He 
was speaking in defense of the 
act

Mr. Wismer said that had he 
remained in office he would have 
sought to extend the act to deal 
with business chance salesmen. 
He related how in the sale of a 
Vancouver restaurant the patron­
age had been cleverly built up 
for two days. Every time that 
the prospective customer went 
near the place it was busy. He 
bought—and the next day no one 
came around.

"If you are going to carry on 
mining in this province you have 
to protect the public that puts 
the money into the industry,” Mr. 
Wismer declared.

Charles S. Henley, Victoria 
broker, who also appeared to 
defend the Securities Act as be­
ing for the protection of the 
public, confided to the members: 
"Ninety per cent, of people who 
put money into mining shares 
lose it” Any protection that the 
government can provide should 
be given to the public, he added.

War Orders Prove 
Value of Bureau

VICTORIA, Feb. «.—British 
I Columbia’s trade bureau at 
Ottawa had succeeded in obtain­
ing millions of dollars' worth 
of war orders for this province, 
W. J. Asselstlne, former minis­
ter of trade and Industry, told 
the Legislature when» Mrs. 
Grace Mclnnis, C.C.F., Vancou­
ver, asked what the provincial | 
representative there did.

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, min­
ister of trade and industry, also 
declared that departmental 
records demonstrated the useful­

ly ness of representation at Ottawa. 
™ Dr. T. D. Pattullo, former 

| premier, added his commenda­
tion. He knew how necessary it 
was to have someone constantly 
on the job at Ottawa If anything 

i was to be obtained.

Province gloves to Born^ron Op
TAX DRAWBACK 
«EXPORTS

■(Special to The Dally Province.)'
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — British 

Columbia is going to impose a 
tax of 17.5 cents per ton on all I 
iron ore mined, with a draw-back !; 
of the full amount for all ore I 
smelted in the province. This is j 
the intent of an amendment to ' 
the Taxation Act that is being 
introduced.

The effect of the tax is two­
fold. It would prove to be an ex­
port charge on ore shipped out 
of the province, and at the same 
time provide a small additional 
bounty for ore treated in British 
Columbia.

While the province has no 
power to establish an export tax, 
it is within the competence of 
provincial jurisdiction to impose 
a tax on all ore, and it is also 
within its rights in offering 
drawback as a bounty, it is 
stated.

Mrs, Stceoes’ Plan

FARMER, LABOR 
ON UE BOARD
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—The for- 
mula Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves,
C, C. F., North Vancouver, ad­
vocates for “democatlzing the 
University,” was revealed Friday 
in a bill seeking amendment of 
the British Columbia University 
Act to change methods of ap­
pointing four members of the 
board of governors.

Mrs. Steevee announced spon­
sorship of the bill Wednesday, 
after Education Minister H. G. 
Ferry admitted the Legislature 
has no direct control over admin­
istration of the University.

The proposed amendment 
would reduce appointments to 
the 11-member board of gover 
note by the Lieutenant-Governor- 9 
in-council from six to two. 
MEMBER’S SLATE.

Privileged to elect one mem­
ber each—to compensate for i j 
the reduction In members ap-| 
pointed by the government — 1 
would be: The British Columbia f 
Teachers’ Federation: the Far-J 
mers' Institute of British Co- Ï, 
lumbia; “recognized central labor ÿ 
organizations,” and the Parent- $ 
Teachers’ Federation of British | 
Columbia.

MFrs. Sleeves suggested no;j 
change in continued board mem- » 
bershlp for the chancellor andj- 
president of the University, and" 
the three members elected by 
the senate of the Institution.

One clause of her amendment 
would enable high school teach­
ers to hold seats on the board of 
governors. These and employees 
of the department of education 
are barred by terms of the Uni­
versity Act ih its present form.

TOWN ‘RELIEF-MINDED’

Dispatched Tough Little Guy’ 
To Fernie After Aid Scandall

(By The Vancouver Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Relief frauds at Fernie would have 

been “the greatest scandal in this province" if they had 
been revealed fully to the public, Hon. George S. Pearson, 
minister of labor, declared Friday at a meeting of the Legis­
lative supply committee.

The minister made the statement during a sharp clash 
with Tom Uphill, Labor, Fernie, arising from Mr. Uphill's 
claim that political patronage had played a role in relief * 
prosecutions at Femie.

Mr. Uphill charged
1. Chief offenders in the re­

lief frauds were “adherents 
of the Liberal party."

2. A relief applicant was 
"driven to the asylum” by a 
provincial relief investigator.

3. The government pur­
chased "a ton of nails from a 
disciple of Mussolini” without 
"giving Britishers" an oppor­
tunity to tender.

4. “Scandalous things were 
still going on" at Fernie.
Mr. Pearson asserted:
1. A Fernie man was draw­

ing relief for a son attending 
university.

2. The M.L.A. for Fernie 
was “not entirely clear,” as 
far as "using influence” was 
concerned.

“YOU BET I DO.”
The dispute began when Mr. 

Uphill asked Mr. Pearson if he 
accepted responsibility as min. 
ister In charge of unemployment 
relief for the appointment of 
James Shilling as relief adminis­
trator In Fernie.

“You bet I do . .. The reason 
I sent Shilling there is because

he is a tough little guy. That’s I 
why,” replied Mr. Pearson. ,

“The payment of unemploy­
ment relief in Fernie was 
scandal. . . The whole town, was I 
relief-minded. . . . You ought to I 
thank me for having sent Shill-1 
ing to clear up the situation,” | 
continued the minister.

Some of the offenders had been 
prosecuted and sent to jail, he 
added.Mr. Uphill Interjected: “They I™ 
were adherents of the Liberal I 
party. . . . Shilling will have :„A*: 
to admit that.”

There were cases of people get­
ting relief, the M.L.A. charged, 
"purely and solely because of J 
their political affiliations.’’

“Some of the boost scandalous 1 
things are still going on there,” S 
he added. L

Mr. Pearson—I defy you to^] 
prove Shilling gave relief to any Ba™ 
one because of their political pgaHj 
affilia lions.

Mr. Uphill said he was not» 
“condemning” the minister—"It f 
was the persons he sent in who IL 
caused the trouble.”

T--------
■hhhht

New Teachers’ 
Pension Setup
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Under an 
amendment to the Teachers’ Pen­
sion Act a new system of pay­
ments into the fund by teachers 
will be set up.

At present teachers’ contribu­
tions are fixed at a straight 4 
per cent of salaries. This means 
that collections are usually in 
odd amounts, and these change 
frequently with slight advances 
in salary schedules. It is ln- 
teneded to classify salary groups 
and collect stated amounts for 
each group. Thus each teacher 
within a particular group will 
pay the same amount each 
month.

On salaries to «100 per month, 
the deduction will be «3; from 
«100 to «125 a month, «4; and 
up to «150, «5. With each ad­
ditional «25 earned monthly, a 
deduction of «1 will be made.

Mrs. Sleeves 
Fears Ambulance 
Chasers Benefit

; By Dally Province suit Correipondeat' 
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — Pro­

posed amendment of the Motor 
Vehicles Act to enable “gratu­
itous” passengers Involved in 
accidents to sue drivers for 
"gross negligence,” was op­
posed in the Legislature Fri­
day by Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, 
C.C.F., North Vancouver.

Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land explained the amendlni 
bill would restore a legal rigli 
formerly held by B.C. car pas-] 
eengers. The bill ] 
second reading.

'Tm afraid this amendment 
would give rise to a great deal 
of ambulance chasing by un­
scrupulous lawyers. ... I 
think it would lead to a lot of 
litigation and trouble," pro­
tested Mrs. Sleeves.
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Civil Service Act Never ‘Really Operative’ 

! in British Columbia, Admits Minister

(DENIES ‘BOSS’! 
SYSTEM RULES

| By Dally Province staff Correspondent I 
VICTORIA, Feb. 7—The pro-1 

j vincial Civil Service Act has jj 
hi never been "really operative" in 1 
N British Columbia, Hon. George S. ]

I Pearson, minister ol labor, said § 
j Friday at a meeting ol the leg-1 
l islative supply committee.

He clashed with Grant Mac- j 
1 Neil, C.C.F., Vancouver-Burrard, I 
J and Tom Uphill, Labor, Femle, | 
yon thg, procedure lor appoint- 
! ment of provincial civil servants. [
I PATRONAGE CHARGE.

Mr. MacNell charged there t 
I was "a general belief prevailingj 
! in B. C." that "political bosses” f 
and M.L.A.'s used “patronage” ] j to obtain apolntments of friends. ' 

"We have a Civil Service Act I 
I in B. C., but to my astonishment t 
one minister after another gets [ 
up and admits he snaps his 1 
fingers at the act. It Is highly f 
demoralizing when ministers do 
not obsenrice the law," the C.C.F. ( 

I member said.
If ministers were not prepared I 

I to recognize the act, it should I 
j be changed, Mr. MacNell argued. | 

"All public officials should be j 
I jp a position to carry out their J 

duties without fear or favor. 1 
They can't <fe> this when their 

I livelihood defends on the whim 
I of some political boss,” he added. |
I MADE BY MINISTER.

Mr. Pearson said he agreed 1 
1 with Mr. MacNell that the Civil 

Service Act should be changed | 
In regard to method of appolnt- 

| ments.
The minister said. In theory, I 

I appontments were made by the 
Civil Service Commission, but 
actually they were made by the | 

I minister.
"The act has never been really I 

1 operative in B. C.,” stated the | 
] minister.

“Don’t think for a minute that 1 
I appointments in my departments 
I are made by political bosses. IÏ 
I have no use for political bosses,"
I he asserted.

The minister said efficiency I 
I demanded that he have control | 
of appointments in his depart- 

| ments.
The clash between Mr. Pear-1 

ion and Mr. Uphill centred on 
I the minister’s appointment of i 
I relief official in Femie.

t UN PER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME

C.C.F. and Sincerity; Uphill 
And Truth; Winch and ‘Scrag’
* By B. A. McKELVIE.
Dally Province Staff Correipondent.

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Hon.
George Pearson did not say that 
the C.C.F. was playing for pub­
licity. No, Indeed; aÛ he said 

_ was that, “I am not going to say 
I that my honorable friends in the 

opposition are talking for effect 
and publicity."

But Arthur Turner, member 
for Vancouver East, and one of 
the leaders In the party, declared 
that the minister had imputed 
something. He had suggested 
that the earnest efforts of the 

■ C.C.F. members were for effect.

Housing Pacts 
To Be Validated

VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — (CP) —
I Wartime housing contracts en­
tered into between British Col.

I umbia municipalities and War- 
j time Housing Ltd. will be vali­

dated by amendments in the 
lunicipal Act, it was explained 

In the Provincial Legislature. In 
fhe same measure, cities are 

eing given power to set up re- 
erves for works equipment and 
épreciation, and leave to enter 
roup insurance agreements .on 
municipal rlsjcs of anynetute- 
Sitting in double periods, the 

louse last night adjourned for 
its fifth week-end recess, with 

orogation expected by Wednes- 
ay.
By definition in amendments 

[to the Trades School Regulation 
Vet, the province is taking 
authority to include schools of 
accountancy, commercial and in­
dustrial art, advertising, busi­
ness management, general and 
Specialized manufacturing, me­
chanical dentistry, laboratory at­
tendants and technicians, phar- 
nacy, photography, personal 
ervice, chiropody, radio, elec- 
ical, therapeutics, salesman- 
ip, journalism, story-writing, 

home and nursery service in the 
of regulated schools of trade.

He wanted the minister to with­
draw the insinuation.

“But I didn’t say that the pj 
honorable members were seek­
ing publicity,” replied Mr. Pear­
son with an air of innocence. "1 
said that I would not say that 
they were."

The Incident closed for the 
time; but Mrs. Grace Maclnnls 
raised It later. She said (hat the 
new members of the opposition 
might be clumsy, but they were 
sincere, and she did not think 
that anything else should be Im­
puted to them. They were not 
publicity seekers.

INCREASE FOR BELL.
Adam Bell, deputy minister of S 

labor, is now getting "union" j 
p6y. His salary has gone up by I 
$300 annually, putting him in I 
rank with other deputies who [ 
draw around $400 a month. Mr. [ 
Bell was getting less than the l 
others. He had wanted more, but I 
In the hard times of the past few I 
years had to be content

"When I was fired," Labor | 
Minister Pearson explained, “and [ 
someone else was in charge, the 
change was made, and it was 
promised to Mr. Bell.”

The House passed the item I 
without further comment-and [ 
the labor deputy’s wages are now I 
up to scale.

TRUTH PHILOSOPHY.
"My future is spotless,” Tom 1 

Uphill assured the House on Fri- [ 
day night "I never tell an un- 
truth-^xcept when the truth I 
won't answer.” But these few | 
lapses were never to the detri­
ment of the aged, or needy, he j 
declared. He could not say the I 
same for some government "un-1 
derstrappera."

Ministers and deputies and I 
higher officials were always | 
courteous to him, but not so I 
some others. He said that he I 
had been told by the relief ad-1 
mtnlstrator in Victoria that I 
elderly men on relief would not 1 
be required to work in winter I 
weather. But that “kind-hearted I 
man Shilling, from Nanaimo," I 
who was in charge at Fertile I 
had interfered and said “they 
got to work." 1

| SCRAG’S MEANING.
Labor Minister Pearson I 

I learned a new word on Friday.
I « is "scrag.” Harold Winch, j 
I opposition chief, used it He said l 
I he would like to see a law passed I 
I to "scrag" certain individuals.
I "What does it mean?" asked 
| Mr. Pearson.

‘TVs what you do to el 
I f„hlciïï?'s neck before you chop I 
I it oft," elucidated Mr. Winch,

Scores Reports

No Shortage 
Of Labor Here 
Claims Winch

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—There Is 

no shortage of labor in Vancou­
ver and Victoria, Harold E. 
Winch, C.C.F. leader, told the 
Legislature Friday night .Hun­
dreds of men may be seen any 
morning crowding about the in­
dustrial plants of Vancouver 
looking for work.

“I wish that the minister had 
the power to put through a law 
to ‘scrag’ those industrialists— 
and some parliamentarians, too 
_who give out ponderous state­
ments about there being a short­
age of labor," he declared. I 

The declaration of the oppo-1 
sition leader came during the | 
course of a general discussion 

! of unemployment matters dur- 
I ing consideration of the min- 
! Ister of labor’s estimates.
! QUESTION OF POLICY.
' “Is it the policy of the de-1, 
j partaient to compel men of 60 |j 
[ and 65 on relief to work in I 
a severe winter weather?" queried 6 
f Grant MacNell.
1 It was not, the minister re- 6 

plied. I
< Mr. MacNell pressed once | 
j more, as he had on several occa-1 
s slons during the session, for an E 
j enlargement of the government 5 
j employment service. He espe-1 
1 daily advocated placement of-1 

fleers who would seek to find jj 
situations for. elderly Individ-1 
uals.

Mr. Pearson said he under- ( 
stood that the Dominion in- f 
tended to give special attention r 
to finding employment for el- j 
derly workers.
“REJECTED AT 50.”

Tom Uphill, Femie, stated j 
that men of 50 could not find I 
employment in British Columbia I 
coal mines, "and they look ate 
you twice if you’re around 45,” | 
he added.

Dr. J. J. Gluts, -Yale, came to I 
the defense of elderly men. It I 
was foolish to suggest that a I 
man of 55 could not do a good I 
day’s work. “The majority of I 
men at 5$ are as good as those I 
of 35 from a physical stand­
point” .

In the coal .mines at Merritt I 
75 per cent of the miners were [ 
ever 80, stoutly asserted the I 
doctor.

"Are they at Princeton?” 
queried Mr. Uphill.

“Oh, they are organized 
there,” answered, the Yale mem­
ber.
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I Aid Plan for Unemployables
r

A Ceiling on Taxes

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Possibil­

ity that the unemployables now 
in receipt of assistance from the 
government may be removed 
from the jurisdiction of the re­
lief administrator and be brought 
within the scope of the provincial 
secretary’s department, was ad­
mitted by Hon. George S. Pear­
son, minister of labor.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves said 
these men and women, unable to 
longer work to maintain them­
selves, should not be considered 
as relief cases. They should be 
given provincial allowances 
through the provincial secre­
tary’s office, and not be subject 
to these periodical “Means tests’ 
by local relief officials, who

thought that they might be able 
to do a day’s work or so.

The minister said it was pos­
sible that some change in admin­
istrative control might be made. 
A difficulty was that municipali­
ties contributed to the ^mounts 
paid, and therefore wefe entitled 
to some say in the màtter. “The 
whole amount should be paid by 
the province,” said Mrs. Steeves. 
“This would not only clarify the 
situation, but would help the 
municipalities.”

| Old Age Pensions

MINISTERS RAP
ILADY MEMBER

i

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — Mrs. 

Grace Maclnnis, C. C. F. Van- 
couver-Burrard, drew sharp re­
plies from the cabinet ministers 
in the Legislature on Friday 
night when she questioned ef­
fectiveness of the government’s 
old age pension policy.

Describing the $5 old age pen­
sion bonus as only “a quarter or 
half a loaf” when pensioners 
were entitled to “a full loaf," 
Mrs. Maclnnis advocated a “re­
turn to the original humane in­
tention” in administration of 
the Pension Act.

Provincial Secretary George S. 
Pearson, whose department has 
taken over administration of the 
act in B. C. accused the C. C. F. 
member of minimizing effects of 
the bonus.

The Provincial Government, 
he said could not change the 
regulations governing admin­
istration of old age pensions. 
These had been formed by an 
inter-provincial conference and 
they could not be changed unless 
a new agreement was reached 
with the other provinces.

"I would love to see the honor- 
‘able lady member try to per­
suade the other provinces to 
change the regulations,” Mr. 
Pearson said.

Education Minister H. G. Perry 
alleged Mrs. Maclnnis was “de­
preciating what we have done” 
and subjecting the government 
to “carping criticism.”

The B. C. Government now was 
paying 36 per cent, of the cost 
of old age pensions although it 
was called upon by its agree­
ment with the Dominion Gov­
ernment to pay only 25 per cent., 
Mr. Perry stated.

Mrs. Maclnnis replied there 
was "nothing in the regulations 
to prevent their interpretation 
being more lenient.”

Hon. J. L. Hsley, federal 
i finance minister, had advised 
that the Provincial Government 
“can go as high as it likes in 
increasing its share of the pen­
sions,'

C.C.F., Pearson Clash

HARSH WORDS 
ON LABOR LAW

STUDY NEEDED.
Mr. Pearson explained that he 

had not had time to do so, and 
he did not think that they should 
be brought forward without fur­
ther consideration.

“You—YOU — haven’t con­
sidered them—YOU!0 screamed 
Mr. Winch. “You haven’t con­
sidered this the proper time! 
But scores of labor organizations 
have.” The minister’s attitude 
was dictatorial, in the opinion 
of the Burnaby member.

Grant MacNell, Vancouver- 
Burrard, said that the act did not 
protect workers from discrimi­
nation. He knew skilled work­
men who had been blacklisted 
because of their activities in 
union matters.

He had only returned to the 
labor ministry after the session 
started on December 6 and had 
been away at Ottawa for a con­
siderable time since then.

"I’m going to suggest that its 
time the minister stopped stall­
ing,” declared Colin Cameron, 
Comox.

“I’m not stalling," indignantly 
denied Mr. Pearson. 'Tm trying 
to work for the good of all the 
workers in this province.”

He added that the act was de­
signed to benefit the workers 
rather than strengthen the 
position of professional organ-

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 7-Charges 

that he waff*dlctatorial and was 
“stalling” were made by C. C. F. 
members against Hon. George
S. Pearson, minister of labor, 
when the minister refused to 
accede to opposition demands 
that the Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act be opened 
for consideration of amend­
ments asked for by organized 
labor.

"Nearly every trades union in 
the province is dissatisfied with 
the act,” declared Herbert Gar- 
grave, Mackenzie.

E. E. Winch, Burnaby,—You 
said that there were many things 
in the act you would like to see 
altered; things you had found 
as a result of its operation. Why 
not bring those amendments for­
ward now?

izers.

A BILL Introduced in the Legislature 
by Hon. Wells Gray gives British

Columbia municipalities power to do 
various things in connection with air raid 
protection, and, incidentally, the munici­
palities are accorded the privilege of 
raising the money to pay for the things 
they do.

It Is highly desirable that the munici­
palities should be empowered to do the 
things they deem necessary for their own 
safety and which the senior governments 

j are not disposed to do for them. And, of 
course, expenses incurred must be met.

It is highly desirable, at the same 
; time, to remember that the war has seri- 
! ously circumscribed the ability of the 
! people to pay more local taxes. It is true 
I the national income has risen. But the 
: Dominion is taking all the increase and 
1 more in the way of taxes and loans. It 
l has placed a ceiling on wages and salaries; 
; so there is no relief in that direction. And 

the war has reduced the income of numer- 
I ous businesses and wiped out some alto- 
\ gether.

The Dominion authorities are im- 
pressing upon individuals everywhere the 

■; duty of spending less. It is just as im- 
ï, portant that provincial and municipal 

; governments spend less. Even if the Do- 
i minion does not place a ceiling on local 
. taxation, the local governments might well 
] consider doing so.

Seek Substitutes

Jute Shortage 
Hits Spud Men

(Special to The Dally Province.)
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—Increased 

use of boxes and crates for ship­
ping B. C. potatoes and onions 
was recommended today by the 
legislative agricultural com­
mittee after hearing J. B. Munro, 
deputy minister of agriculture, 
testify that cost of sacks had 
doubled in a year.

A serious shortage of jute and 
all fibre materials has resulted 
from the war in the Pacific, Mr. 
Munro said.
PRICES DOUBLED.

Hemp and other fibre products 
formerly were imported from 
the Philippines, the Dutch East 
Indies and Japan, he explained.

“Crates cost approximately 
twice as much as sacks but the 
increased protection they give 
provides good value. Greater 
use of them would be an aid 
to the B- C. lumber industry," 
the deputy minister advised.

Paper sacks were useful for 
potatoes and onions in the cur­
rent emergency but their in­
ability to withstand moisture de­
creased their value, he added.

BEWARE POOR SOIL.
H. W. Herridge, C.C.F., Ross-1 

land-Trail, advocated liaison be-1 
tween the provincial land and 
agricultural departments to dis­
courage settlers from attempting 
to develop poor soil.

Flt.-Lt. L. H. Eyres, Conser- c 
vative, Chilliwack, read a letter [ 
from the Chilliwack Board of [j 
Trade suggesting that fruit and 1 
vegetable supplies for the armed fl 
forces should be purchased 
directly from the producers.

Vi--,

Pattullo If as Prime] 
Minister, Hart 

Is Premier

E

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent^
VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—T. D. * 

Patnyx Liberal, Prince Rup­
ert, complained to the Legis­
lature Friday night people 
have been accusing him of 
“taking on airs," because when 
he led the government he 
preferred the title “Prime 
Minister" to "Premier."

“Both titles mean the same 
thing. They both mean 
chief,” said Mr. Pattullo.

Premier Hart, who does not 
use the "Prime Minister" title, 
advised the member for Prince 
Rupert to “read the Constitu­
tion Act."

Previously, Mr. Pattullo had 
accused Attorney-General R.
L. Maitland of “bragging ând 
banging" about the present 
government’s generosity and

(Y< finesse In completing the Do- 
" J minion-Provincial Income tax

agreement.
The former Prime Minister 

claims the previous govern­
ment, which he led, was 
sponsible for the ag
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\TnTnn*t*rPm»nnMuNDER THE LEGISLATIVE DOME
VICTORIA, Feb. 9.—Provision 

| is being made by an amendment 
to the Civil Service Superannua- 

1 tion Act for the preservation of 
! accrued superannuation rights to 
| provincial civil servants who are 
I transferred to the Dominion 
j service.

When the Dominion Govern- 
t ment set up unemployment in- 
jj surance, it took over a number 
j of civil servants who were pay­

ing into the provincial fund, 
Similarly it is possible that some 
of the income tax staff of the 
province may be transferred to 

[ the federal service.
The legislation provides that 

j the payments made by the em­
ployee, plus the amount of gov­
ernment contribution will remain 
fixed as at the time of leaving 

I the provincial service, and will 
j earn interest from that date 
j until the final retirement of the 
! pensioner from federal service.

■

Wêêêê

Powder for Prospectors
VICTORIA, Feb. 9—Bona tide 

prospectors can obtain powder 
by applying to the mining re­
corders or to the provincia’ o- 
lice in their districts, W. J. Asa 'I- 
stine, former minister of mines, 
told Dr. J. J. Gillis, Yale, in the 
Legislature. Dr. Gillis said that 
prospectors could not obtain 
powder since the war.

g | IImMM
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C.C.F. DRAPE MAITLAND’S DESK
■ri * * * * * *

1 Opposition Members Express Delight at Defeat of MeighenÊ
By B. A. McKELVIB.

Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA. Feb. 10.—Echo of 

the South York by-election, in 
which Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen 
was defeated—C.C.F. members 
of the Legislature decorated the 
desk of Attorney-General R. L. 
Maitland with crepe.

The C.C.F. group paraded into 
the chamber after supper ad­
journment with the women wear­
ing red bandeaux and the men 
red buttonholes.

Tempers are fraying slightly 
at the edges as the House drives 
into its final week in an effort 
to get through by Thursday 
or Friday at the latest.

Louis LeBourdais, Cariboo 
t Liberal and a private in the sig-

...... JHPi.........

GRANTS LISTEDI

nal corps, took a dig at the citi­
zens of Victoria. It was while 
an amendment to the Motor 
Vehicle Act providing for res­
toration of the right of a ’free 
passenger to enter suit against 
the driver of a car in which he 
was injured was being discussed.

Mrs; Dorothy Steeves re­
marked that it might prevent 
people from giving rides to 
soldiers.

“The people of Victoria need 
not fear,” the Cariboo member 
acidly interjected. “They don’t 
pick up soldiers.”

T. D. Pattullo, former Premier, 
sprang to the defense of the 
drivers of Victoria. “I pick the 
lads up,” he declared. “Why, the 
other day I stopped and picked

I By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Alloca- [i 

I tion of funds for roads, bridges,
I ferries and wharves throughout 
| the province for the ensuing year 
1 was announced in the Legis- 
1 lature Monday night as follows:
I Roads—Albernl $22,000. Atlin $18,- 

000, Burnaby $10,000, Cariboo $63.- 
ooo, Chilliwack $28,000, Columbia 
$30,000, Comox $34,000. Cowlchan- 
Newcastle $30,000, Cranbrook $25,- 
000, Delta $25,000, Dewdney $37.500, 
Esquimau $33,000, Fernie $23,000, 
Fort George $42,000, Grand Forks- 
Greenwood $36.000, Kamloops $41,- 
000. Kaslo-Slocan $34,000, Lillooet 
$35,000. Mackenzie $21,000, Nanaimo 
and The Islands $25,000, Nelson- 
Creston $45,000, New Westminster 
$4000, North Okanagan $31,000, 
North Vancouver $3500, Omineca 

I $45,000, Peace River $30,000, Prince 
Rupert $15,000, Revelstoke $29,000, 
Rossland-Trail $18,000. Saanich $21,- 
000, Salmon Arm $29,000, Similka- 
meen $33,000, Skeena $20,000, South 
Okanagan $30,000, Vancouver-Point 
Grey $5000, Yale $25,000; total roads 
$1.005,000.

Supervision $57,610, ferries $300.- 
000. bridges $490,000, location of. 
roads $30,000, snow removal $65,000, 
machinery $73,000. Prince Rupert 
wharf $9000. contingencies $79,960.
ïïtaTiSÏÆo’ <dl'“fledi *10-000;

Motor Act Change

Right to Sue 
Now Restored

| Ten Bills Receive 
■Third Reading in Hour
| VICTORIA, Feb. 10. — The I 
I Legislature got down to business I 
I in good style Monday afternoon I 
J when ten bills were given third 1 
I reading and seven were read a 1 
| second time in one hour.

Those which passed the com-, 
I mittee stage and were given final | 
I reading were: Amendments to I 
1 the Iron and Steel Bounties Act, 1 
I Forest Act, Public Libraries Act,! 
I Divorce and Matrimonial Causes | 
I Act, Water Act, Apprenticeship I 
I Act, Trade Schools Regulati 1 

Provincial Home for Ag*.„, 
Mental Hospitals Act, and 

Vehicle Act

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—The pro­

vision in the Motor Vehicles Act 
which debarred a free passenger 
from collecting damages from g 
the driver Or owner of the car, 
was removed from the statute 
on Monday.

Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land piloted the amendment 
through committee and third 
reading. He explained that sev­
eral years ago the act was 
changed so that tka right of an 

# injured free passenger to collect 
damages by suit was removed.

He submitted an amendment 
that gave the right of action to 
those who could establish “gross 
negligence” on the part of the 
driver.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, North 
Vancouver, and Colin Cameron, 
Comox, argued that the amend­
ment would seriously operate 
against workers who carried 
their fellows to work.

Harold Winch, opposition lead­
er, took issue with his C. C. F. 
followers. He thought that the 
act should be changed to permit 
of a poor person, perhaps per­
manently injured through the 
gross negligence of a car driver, 
recovering damages.

I Provincial Lab. Here 
lis Called “Fire Trap’
1 VICTORIA, Feb. 10. —The I 

Provincial Laboratory (Institute I 
J of Preventive Medicine) on 
I Hornby street in Vancouver is I 
I housed in “a fire-trap,” Arthur l 
I Turner, C. C. F., Vancouver 
1 East, asserted in the Legislature 
I Monday.
I Valuable equipment in the lab- 
J oratory is not insured, Mr.
| Turner said.

Inadequacy of facilities had 
^suited in at least one employee 

‘ntracting “a serious disease,” 
î C. C. F. member stated.

up a private in the Air Force. 1
“When he got into my car he 

said that he was on the way to | 
get married. I was pleased to be { 
able to give him a ride. And II 
gave him a wedding present of [ 
five dollars as well.”

Provincial Secretary George I 
Pearson obtains his salary from y 
the department of labor. When j 
the estimates of the provincial 
secretary’s department came up j 
for discussion he pointed to the 
fact that there was no salary | 
vote for the minister included.

“Well,” chimed in Burnaby’s 
E. E. Winch, “that’s the first 
time I’ve seen a minister listed 
for his proper salary.”

The white haired Burnaby 
member has discovered that 65 
men and three women over I 
superannuation age were in the I 
public service. He called them | 
“old fogeys” and said they should I 
give way to younger men and | 
women.

“Old fogeys,” snorted Dr. T. D. j 
Pattullo, “Why should old fogeys 
be elected to the Legislature ( 
then?”

Mr. Winch—We should all ask f 
ourselves that question.

Health Insurance 
Plan to Be Revised

VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Simpli-i 
lied plans lor health insurance» 
are being devised, Hon. George! 
S. Pearson, provincial secretary, ! 
told the Legislature during an E 
attack upon a vote lor the con-1 
tinuance ol the commission. j 

He explained that Dr. W. T.j 
Barrett, chairman ol the board,! 
was studying possibilities ol an g 
insurance plan that might be ac-| 
ceptable to the Legislature.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, North j 
Vancouver, said that she had been! 
a strong advocate ol state health ! 
insurance, but she thought that! 
surely the commission had gath-I 
ered all the data necessary since! 
the lormer scheme was dropped! 
In 1937.

Mr. Pearson—It Is not Infor-1 
mation on other schemes that is| 
being gathered, but a simplified!: 
form ol insurance that is being! 
worked upon, one that would beg 
less expensive and more accept­
able.

Income Tax Measure 
j Presented by Premier

VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Legisla-1 
I tion Implementing the agreement I 
I between the province and the Do-1 
I minion in respect to collection by I 
I the Dominion ol income and I 
I corporation taxes lor the dura-1 

tion was presented to the Legis-I 
I lature by Premier John Hart on I 
I Monday.

' The bill provides for the pay-
I ment to B. C. ol $12,048,367 by I 

the federal treasury; guarantee I 
of gasoline taxes imposed by the I 
province not failing below $3,-1 
763,625, the figure collected in I

11940-1941; and the refund ol the I
II per cent payroll tax to the pub-1 
I lie on collections lor the first six | 
I months ol 1941.

^
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Rehabilitation Council, First in Canada,

Jet Up by Premier Hart
.Group of Twelve Will Study 

I Projects for Returned Men
k:'i By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
i VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—British 
0 Columbia's post war réhabilita­
is tion legislation—the first of the
I kind in Canada—was introduced 

by Premier John Hart Monday 
afternoon.

It provides for the setting up 
9 a council of twelve persons to 
y be known as the “Post-war Re­
jig habilitation Council, to be ap- 
f$J| pointed by the Lieutenant-Gov- 
y ernor in Council.

I While it is not stated specifi-

Ically in the bill, it is understood 
that it will include representa- 

3,1 tives of the different parties in­
cluded in the composition of the 
Legislature.

Provision is made for a per­
manent paid council, if neces­
sary.
FOR NEW INDUSTRY.

Powers set out in the bill cover 
a wide range of studies for re­
port to the Legislature. They 
include compiling data and mak­
ing estimates of the probable 
number of returned men and

IB. C. UTILITIES 
BOARD SCORED

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.-R. C. 

MacDonald, Conservative, Dewd- 
ney, made another slashing at­
tack on the Public Utilities 
Board, in which he was joined 
by Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
and Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowi* 
chan-Newcastle.

Mr. MacDonald recited the 
grievances which he said Fraser 
Valley municipalities had had 
with the B. C. Power Corpora­
tion in the past. In view of such 
difficulties he had strongly advo­
cated the formation of a public 
utilities commission, but now he 
wanted to see it abolished, and 
control over electric power rates 
vested in the Water Act adminis­
tration.
RECALLS CASE.

He had brought a case before 
the commission last year and 
was told that nothing could be 
done until after the war, or at 
least until after the appraisal of 
the B. C. Electric Railway Com­
pany had been completed.

“The commission is supposed 
to be appointed to look after the 
people, but they are not doing 
it," he charged—“if there is any 
department, of government that 
should be investigated it should 
be the Public Utilities Board.”

The members composing the 
board had not previous experi­
ence in public utilities, yet the 
chairman was being paid $10,000 
a year and the other commis- 

each.

workers displaced In Industry j 
wber. the war ends.

The council is also instructed 
to co-operate with the Dominion 
and municipal governments and 
organizations working to the 
same end.

The council will “enquire and 
report on and advise in the es­
tablishment of any industries in 
British Columbia where it ap­
pears that such industries can 
profitably be carried on; con­
sider and report on scientific 
researches in connection with or 
for the promotion of primary or 
secondary industries,” and "to 
ascertain the future possibilities 
of the various phases of farm­
ing in different parts of the 
province with a view to supply­
ing the demands for farm prod­
ucts on profitable available mar­
kets.”

Salary Survey
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—The gov­

ernment will make a survey of 
the civil service to studying the 
relativity of salary schedules, 
Hon. George S. Pearson, provin­
cial secretary, told Grant Mac- 
Neil, C.C.F., Vancouver-Burrard, 
in the Legislature Monday 
night.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, 
Victoria, suggested that at the 
same time a review be made of 
the payments to those in receipt 
of pensions under the superan­
nuation funds.

Members Clash

mu.
PATTULLO OBJECTS.

T. D. Pattullo, Prince Rupert: 
“It is hardly fair for the member 
from Dewdney to make ex parte 
statements like that when the 
men he attacks are not here to 
defend themselves. The board 
was set up to act like a court 
and like a court should be above 
criticism.”

Dr. Gillis: “I said when the 
board was formed that the chair­
man was not fitted for the posi-i 
tion. I have had experience with 
the board, and I know they won’x 
listen to anyone—not even to 
their own superintendent. They 
are not doing their duty by the 
people.”

\ Pharmacists Hit

iCURB ON DRUG 
STORES URGED

H* By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1/ 
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—C.C.F. ■ 

Leader Harold Winch, speaking p| 
j in the Legislature Monday, de­

manded “a thorough investiga­
tion of the pharmaceutical situ­
ation” in British Columbia.

Asking for amendment of the

ATTACK LEARY 
ON PATRONAGE
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 0

VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Capt. C. 1
S. Leary, former minister of pub- ft 
lie works, and Colin Cameron, I*

I C.C.F., Comox, clashed in the jfijj 
| Legislature Monday night over 

C.C.F. charges of road work (g 
“patronage” in the former ad- jf£ 
ministration.

Mr. Cameron charged that Mr. h 
Leary, as minister of public gj 
works, had disregarded requesfg'Ff 
for road repairs in the Comox || 
constituency.

The C.C.F. member said that ' 
when Mr. Leary visited the con- M 
stituency he avoided him, pre- pj 
ferring company of “two Liberal |;jj 
heelers.” m|

Mr. Leary replied no repre- [;|j 
sentations had been made him |ÿ- 
on behalf of Comox by Mr. Cam- ^ 
erori.
NOT THE TRUTH.

“I'm sorry to say that the kIL 
honorable gentleman is not tell- w™ 
ing the truth,” said Mr. Cam- h 
eron. t

“You made no personal rep- eg 
resentations,” Mr. Leary as- | 
serted.

Samuel Guthrie, C. C. F., Cow-1 
ichan-Newcastle, said road work [ 
patronage in his constituency I

Pharmacy Act to place control i •: i had been so flagrant the Duncan
of pharmacy under the depart­
ment of health, Mr. Winch al­
leged:

JP 1. Drug store operators are tak­
ing advantage of the Phar­

macy Act to operate “general 
stores” after “lawful hours.”
2. Drug store operators are em­

ploying apprenticeship regu­
lations to “evade” terms of the 
Minimum Wage Act.
3, “Too many druggists are 

diagnosing illnesses” and
recommending ineffective patent 
medicines.
DEPARTMENT STORES.

“The Pharmaceutical Council 
doesn't deal with pharmacy,” Ej 
said Mr. Winch. “It deals with @ 

store busi-

Grant to Vancouver 
Hospital Head 

Protested
By Daily Province Staff Corresnondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 10,-Dr. J. J. 
Gillis, Liberal, Yale, protested In 
the Legislature Monday night 
against payment of an annual 
salary grant of $3000 to the sup­
erintendent of the Vancouver 
General Hospital.

Dr. Gillis said he understood 
the grant was in addition to the 
superintendent’s $13,000 salary.

"It is time this grant was dis­
continued. We haven’t been 
given any advice by the doctor ! 
for years,’’ Dr. Gillis said.

Provincial Secretary G. S. 
Pearson said the grant was made 
to help complete a salary agree­
ment with the official when he 
took the post.

Chamber of Commerce had reg- £ 
istered a formal protest.

H. W. Herridge, C. C. F., 
Rossland-Trail, suggested public 
works units should be based on 
“geographical c o n s i derations” 
rather than on constituency lines.
PATTULLO WARNING.

All three* C. G F. members I 
praised a promise by Public I

■ Works Minister Rolf Bruhn that jnZ 
patronage would not be counten- 
anced by the new administration, t 
(See Page 11).

Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 
warned that unless the govern­
ment was prepared to “borrow 
from the capital account” to 
maintain roads there would be 
"deterioration worth millions of 
dollars."

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale,
a commercial drug 

. ness. Ninety to 92 per cent, of ■J their business is not concerned $
«with pharmacy. Drug stores to- endorsed Mr. Pattullo’s warning 

day are like department stores. ■ areuin* that “too much ecnnomv 
“The Pharmacy Act is being

used for the purpose of keeping 
general stores open after law­
ful hours.”

Although pharmacy appren­
tices began work for $6 a week, 
in most stores they were unable 
to study prescription filling due 
to other demands made on their 
time, he asserted.

! CITES VICTORIA CASE.
A Victoria woman sought 

advice of a drug storç operator 
on value of a patent medicine. 
He told her it was worthless 
and refused to sell it to her.

“He was an honest man. But 
the woman was quite huffed. She 
went to another store.

“The salesman there not 
only sold her three bottles of 
the same medicine, he obtained 
a testimonial from her before 
she had a chance to use it.”

arguing that “too much economy | 
now will prove costly later.”
ASKS INVESTIGATION.

Charging that in the past the 
administration of the public 
works department in the Fernle 
district had been corrupt, Tom 
Uphill, Fernie member, asked 
that an investigation be made 
into his allegations.

A tried and trusted road fore, 
man had been approached prior 
to the last election by a political 
boss, who told him he would be 
expected to devote a part of his 
time to furthering the boss' po­
litical campaign.

“When he refused, he was g 
fired," Mr. Uphill said.

He was replaced “by a most 
inefficient man," who had since 
smashed up a government truck. 
Road work had been done in 
such a poor manner that a main 
highway was washed out, hoi 
tog up traffic for <
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In the HouseLow Bid Passed Up The University

Chancellor mckechnie has given I 
a very good reply to the suggestion I 

that the University should be more demo- 1 
cratically administered or that it should 1 
be brought more under the control of the I 
Legislature.

The people of British Columbia, who, I 
directly or indirectly, meet the costs of | 
the University, have every right to have | 
the sort of University they want, and I 
they can make their desires felt through ■ 
the Legislature, which they elect They H 
can say and should say what they want fl 
But they would be very foolish to attempt H 
to direct the affairs of the University in I 
any detail or to bring it under political I 
control.

The government and the Legislature fl 
have, at present, all the control over the 9 
University that is desirable or necessary. I 
The University is administered by a board I 

Two of these, the
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By Dally Province staff CorreioOndent
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—In justi­

fication of the construction of 
the Marblehead bridge across 
the Lardeau River, Capt. C. S. 
Leary, former minister of public 
works, quoted to the public ac­
counts committee, a letter writ­
ten in 1931 by the Conservative 
Association of Kaslo, urging it]| 

! immediate construction.
It was disclosed at the com- j 

\ mlttee hearing that the Big Bend j 
Cedar Pole Co. of Nakusp, with 
which Capt. Leary is associated, 
supplied the timber, although the 
tender of that company was 
$200 above that of the Alberta 
Lumber Co. of Vancouver.

This, it was explained by F. H. i 
Harrison, purchasing agent, was 
not unusual. It was customary 
to give preference to a tenderer 
close to the work if the differ­
ence between bids was not great. 
DID NOT SET POLICY.

Arthur Dixon, deputy minister 
of public works, said that as a p 
subordinate official of govern- f 
ment he had nothing to do with t 
setting of policy. Once it had I, 
been decided to construct a [

By Dally Province staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.— With 

prorogation expected Thursday 
or Friday the Legislature estab­
lished the sessional record for 
late sittings today by sitting 
until 1:15 a-m.

Drowsiness crept over the 
House as C.C.F. M.L.A.’s main­
tained a chain of arguments for 
a bill seeking amendment of the 
Industrial Conciliation and Arbi­
tration Act to compel employers 
to bargain with unions supported 
by majorities of employees.

With yawns increasing steadily 
and gallery attendance dwindling 
to nil, the debate was adjourned 
by Mrs. Grace Maclnnis, C.C.F., 
Vancouver-Burrard.

of eleven governors, 
chancellor and the president, are members 
ex-officio. Of the other nine, three are 
elected by the senate and six appointed 
by the government on recommendation 
of the minister of education, who is a 
member of the Legislature and responsible 
to it.

Besides, the University estimates, pre­
pared by the board of governors, in 
consultation with the deans and heads 
of departments, are submitted to the 
minister and adopted by the Legislature. 
The University Act, under which the 
University operates, is a statute of the 
Legislature. It was passed by the Legis­
lature in the first instance, has been 
amended several times and can be 
amended again.

The board of governors has charge 
of finance, of appointments to the faculty 
and of policy in general. The senate, 
consisting of some ex-officio members, of 
some appointed by the government and 
of others representative of the faculty, of 
convocation, of the affiliated colleges and 
of the teaching profession, is the executive 
body charged with disciplinary jurisdiction 
and with carrying out the curriculum.

I The University is conducted very much 
as most other provincial universities are, 
and, with the limited means at its disposal, 
has been doing very well. The criticisms 
that are offered have mostly to do with 
charges that it is not doing all the things 
It ought to be doing, and the administra­
tion would probably agree with most of 
these. But it lacks the accommodation 

I and the funds necessary for expansion.
I More popular control would not bring 
| the accommodation or the funds and 

ily interfere with the efficiency 
itution.

jË clsion to build it.
| Although a number of firms 

Ë had been invited to tender on 
S supplying the timber, Mr. Har- 
> rison said, only two had done 
8 so—the Big Bend Cedar' Pole 
5 Company at $3106, and the Al- 
I berta Lumber Company at $2906. 
I Harold E. Winch, C.C.F. leader, 
p asking about construction of a 
jj trestle on “A" avenue in Kaslo, 
i,said that he had been informed 
R that F. Rushton of Nakusp had 
Si the hardware for the trestle de- 
S livered on the job before the 
I date set for tenders to be opened. I 

Mr. Rushton received the b.usl- 
i ness.
I TENDERS DETOURED.
I Mr. Harrison said the tenders 
I should have been returned to the 
I purchasing agent’s office. They 
I actually went to the public 
I works department and It was 
I some days after the acceptance 
[date that he obtained them.
I "H they had come to us, Rush-1 
[ton would not have received the I 
[business,” he commented.
| The purchasing agent ex- j 
[plained that he no longer took I 
| the advice of local public works I 
[officials on what mills were I 
[situated in the district from ] 
I whom bids might be expected.] 
He noyr asked the forestry serv-1 
ice to àtWse him, and then re-1 
jested tenders from aU mills in ] 
the area whety the work was to I 
be done.

Complaint was made by Grant I 
MacNeii, c. C. F., Vancouver-1 
Burrard, that piling had been I 
obtained for the Kaslo trestle I 
from Nakusp, when it could have I 
been obtained at "" “

Louis Liberal,LeBourdais,
Cariboo, told the Legislature 

i Tuesday he was withdrawing “at 
least for a year” a bill he intro­
duced to amend a section of the 
Fire Marshal Act necessitating 
presence of two projectionists in 

l projection rooms of theatres 
with seating capacities of 450 
or more.

Mr. LeBourdais gave no ex­
planation of his decision.

For General Hospital
The Legislature gave third 

reading to a bill enabling the city 
of Vancouver to borrow up to
$275,000 for payment of a new’ 
wing of the Vancouver General 
Hospital, and up to $60,000 for 
repayment of loans made for 
sewer construction. of the

- 7—T-— the bridge site, 
-■nils piling Herbert Herridge, 

C. C. F., Rossland-Trail, said be-
longed to a man named



Company Town 
Bill Stirs Row

VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Charges 
of "Fascism In our midst" and 
“foul slander" were hurled In the 
Legislature after midnight Tues­
day while a C.C.F. bill “to pro­
vide free access to company 
towns" was under discussion.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, J 
who sponsored the bill, said re­
strictions on entry to company 
towns frequently had prevented 
him from consulting constituents I 
in the settlements.

Claiming the principle of com­
panies controlling roads and | 
sidewalks in company towns ; 
constitutes "Fascism in our 

g midst,” C.C.F. Leader Harold 
Winch said provincial police had 
stopped him on public highways 
and told him he could go no 
further without company per­
mission.

Tom Uphill, Labor, Femle, 
said that in industrial settle­
ments “police, preachers and 
postmasters" were controlled by 
the companies.

Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land replied Mr. Uphill’s refer- [

I ence to police constituted a foul 
| slander on the provincial police 1 
commissioner.

Premier John Hart termed the I 
Labor M.L.A.’s reference to | 
“preachers" as "nonsense.”

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac-1 
kenzie, claimed his friends in I 
“company towns" met him after I 
dark “for fear of intimidation | 
from the employers."

Mr. Maitland said Mr. Cam­
eron’s bill was unnecessary be-1 
cause all complaints made by! 
C.C.F. members could be recti­
fied under terms of the Company ! 
Towns Regulation Act.

On a division, the Cameron 
bill failed to pass second read­
ing. The vote was 31-15, with 
Mr. Uphill voting with the C.CJ"<

Cassidy Reports 
Now Tabled

VICTORIA, Feb. 11. — (CPI— 
The much-discussed Cassidy re­
ports on British Columbia's so­
cial services have been tabled in 
the Provincial Legislature by 
Provincial Secretary George S. 
Pearson.

The two reports were prepared 
by Dr. Harry M. Cassidy when 
he was director of social welfare. 
Two years ago the C.C.F., by 
resolution, asked th*t they be 
given to the Legislature, but I 
Pattullo government, on diviskwr^i 
killed the motion after opposi? 
tion by former premier Pattullo, 
and former provincial secretary
G. M. Weir, both of whom said 
the Cassidy reports were merely 
the opinion of one person.

This session opposition leader 
Harold Winch again put a reso­
lution on the order paper, asking 
for the Cassidy reports.

Before the House got around 
to discussing the resolution, how­
ever, Mr. Pearson filed the re­
ports. Mr. Winch now will with­
draw his resolution and study 
the reports.

] Income Tax Bill

S1R0IS PARLEY 
ECHOES HEARD

By PAUL MALONE.
I Dally Province Staff Correspondent »

VICTORIA, Fep. 11.—Echoes ip, 
of the Slrois conference sounded 
in the Legislature Tuesday night H 
as the Dominion-Provincial In- Î1 
come Tax Agreement Bill passed 
second reading.

W. A. C. Bennett, Conserva- ji 
tive, South Okanagan, clashed j 
with former Premier T. D. Pat- pi 
tullo when he claimed the prov- M 
ince could have made “a better I j 
bargain" at the Slrois conference : ; 
if discussions had been con- ; i 
tinued.

If British Columbia had ac- \ 
cepted the Dominion’s sugges- : 
lions then, maintained Mr. Ben- 
nett, it would have obtained sat­
isfactory compensation for sur­
render of the income tax and at Ï 
the same time have been re­
lieved of the cost of unemploy­
ment relief.

Mr. Pattullo denied a charge 
by Mr. Bennett that the British 
Columbia delegation had re­
fused to discuss the Dominion’s 
proposals.

"The Dominion Government re-1 
fused to vary its arbitrary i 
agenda. This would have meant ' 
the loss of our income tax < 
rights," the former premier said. !

R. C. Macdonald, Conservative, j 
Dewdney, complained the failure f 
of the conference had been costly ;;[ 
for municipalities.

Mr. Pattullo said Mr. Macdon- 
3 aid would "get in a mess” if he g 
j continued discussion of the con- 
|ference.

“We couldn't be in any worse 
of a mess than you got us into," 
snapped the member for Dewd­
ney.
OBJECTS TO "QUISLING."

The former premier stated he 
I had been "villified across Can- 
| ada" and had been described as 

Quisling" for his attitude at 
| the conference.

His attitude, Mr. Pattullo said, 
was dictated by determination to 
protect British Columbia’s in­
terests in the post-war years.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox,
! argued that the agreement might 
] prevent British Columbia from 
1 taking leadership In Canada’s 
j war effort by stripping it of its 
j medium for providing “equity 

of sacrifice" and “contributions 
of wealth."

2 UNDER THE DOME

Gay Days of Patronage Pass 
In B.C. Highway Construction

By B. A. McKELV IE.
Daily Province Staff Correspondent.

VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Assur- 
ance by Hon. Rolf W. Bruhn, 
minister of public works, that 
the colorful but expensive days 
of wild extravagance and politi­
cal partisanship in highway con­
struction have ended has won 
approval not only from members 
of the Legislature but more par- 

T-'-’
—.

Temperance Plea

8-Hour Day 
Is Urged For 
Beer Parlors

ticularly from men In the de- j 
partaient They know the evils 
of patronage better than do 
others.

Good old Rolf, whom everyone 
likes, is doing something that he 
has wanted to do for 40 years.

* * * V aIt was Just at the turn of the, 
century that the tall, vigorous,!' 

: young Swedish university gradu­
ate ahd lmmlgrantf’entered Brit- : 
ish Columbia on a work train.

1 OTTAWA “IN CONTROL"
‘This bill places the Dominion 

Government in complete control 
of our major sources of Income 
—when we agree to it we will 
have surrendered to the Domin­
ion Government our most im­
portant taxation power.”

Results of the by-election in j 
South York, in which the C. C. F. 
candidate defeated the leader of j 
the Conservative partÿ^ere an f 
indication of the changing trend 
of thought in Canada—the feel­
ing that there should be "equity 
of sacrifice," added the Comox 
M. L. A.

Despite Mr. Cameron’s "ob- 
I Jections," the bill passed second 
I reading unanimously.

(By Canadian Press.) 
VICTORIA, Feb. 11. — B.C. 

temperance workers today asked 
Premier John Hart and his 
cabinet to:

1. Prohibit all advertising of 
liquor.

2. To institute an 8-hour day 
for sale of liquor in all stores, 
clubs and beer parlors, all such 
places to be open at the same 
times.

3. Segregate men and women 
in beer parlors.

4. To co-operate with the Fed­
eral Government in securing 
scientific tests foi- intoxication 
following motor car accidents.

Rev. R. J. McIntyre, secretary 
of the B.C. Temperance League, 
led the delegation.
EXPLAINS REQUEST.

Mr. McIntyre, explaining his 
request that men and women 
be not allowed to drink together 
in beer parlors, said he had been 
told by medical authorities that 
this practice greatly contributed 
to the spread of venereal disease.

Rev. A. E. Cooke of Vancou­
ver, chairman of the social serv­
ice committee of the United 
Church Presbytery, told the 
cabinet drinking is having a bad 
effect on people and is wasting 
resources and income that 
should be expended on the war 
effort.

Mrs. James Gray of Vancou 
ver, provincial president of the 

tiy yv.C.T.U., also represented the 
™ Provincial Council of Women 

and W.M.S. organizations-
MR. RODDAN HEARD.

Rev. Andrew Roddan of Van­
couver told the cabinet much of 
his duties In Vancouver are 
concerned with dealing with 
evils produced by drink.

Rev. W. L. McKay of Vancou­
ver and Rev. James Hyde of 
Victoria were others in the dele­
gation.

“The cabinet gave us a splen­
did hearing,” Mr. McIntyre said. 
“They promised to consider the 
matter and said they were sym­
pathetic to many of our appeals. 
Vft are hoping for some definite 
action before the present ses­
sion ends."

| | He learned the customs of Can­
ada the hard way. In mining 
camps and on construction Jobs 
he labored with pick and shovel.

Then, Just 40 years ago, he 
started working tor the public 
works department. For 16 years 
he tolled on the roads and built 
bridges, becoming a district fore­
man. Then he fell victim to the 
political vendetta of those times.

It was the best thing that ever 
happened to him, for he went 
into business for himself, and 

I prospered, and won the respect j 
J of all who came into contact with ,
I him.

Dr. T. D. Pattullo Is fond of ; 
recalling old Yukon experiences ! 
and characters. On Tuesday, in j 
making his attack on the amend­
ment to the Coal and Petroleum I 

M3 Act, he told a picturesque old j 
j'l sourdough of Dawson, who, ! 

when he did not like anything, 
said it was “a reprobateless j 
thing." It was the ultimate in [ 
his expression of dislike.

“And that’s the way I feel 
about this bill,” Pattullo added.

W. W. Lefeaux, C. C. F. legal 
luminary, and Attorney-General ; 
R. L. Maitland got into an argu­
ment about the exact meaning ! 
of a section in the Post-war Re- à 
habilitation Act. So Hon. Harry ’ 
Perry, as minister of education, 
sought to enlighten the passage : 
with a comma.

That started half a dozen 
others. They seized upon the 
idea of the comma. One sug­
gested that it be put here; 
another that it be Inserted there; 
and still others that it be inserted ! 
elsewhere.

Still more members were seek­
ing the eye of Mr. Speaker to 
offer suggestions for an abiding 
place for the comma, when Hon. 
Herbert Anscomb, minister of 
mines, interjected. He proposed 
that three words be struck out.

This was done and the passage | 
became intelligible to all

Fernie’s Tom Uphill made a 
gallant effort to do something 
for the reporters in the press 
gallery — but at the wrong mo­
ment. It was during the con­
sideration of municipal esti­
mates, when the stentorian voice | 
of Tom was raised.

“Mr. Finance Minister," he 
1 shouted, “have you put aside any 
j money to install air conditioning 
j machinery In this House? The 

here is terrible. Its dulling 
i.the best brains in the place — 
[I mean the lads in the press gal-

“I have nothing to do with 
j heating or plumbing in this 

ling," Mr. Gray replied.
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Pattullo Joins C.C.F. in Vote

Against Oil Lease

WOULD INM 
FEDERAL HELP

By PAUL MALONE.
Dally Province Staff Correspondent.

Feb. 11.—De-
'1n-‘

VICTORIA,
nounclng the measure 
lqultous," T. D. Pattullo, former 
premier, joined with C.C.F. mem­
bers and Tom Uphill In voting 
against the amendment to the 
Coal and Petroleum Act. The 
measure carried second reading 
by a vote of 30 to 16.

The fight developed around 
the provision that would give 
the government the power to 
lease oil lands in the Peace River 
area and elsewhere to persons 
who would give satisfactory 
guarantees of intention to carry 
on exploratory work and drill­
ing operations.

While approving of a section 
in the bill that proposed to in­
crease royalties on any oil re­
covered from the soil of British 
Columbia from 214 cents per 
barrel to 15 per cent, of the 
gross value of such recoveries, 
Harold Winch led the attack on 
the measure.

yC-The C.C.F. leader claimed It 
fcave the power to the govern­
ment to “give the potential oil 
lands over into the hands of pri­
vate interests.” These lands 
should be held for the people 
of the province.
WOULD INVITE OTTAWA.

“The fact that we are stale­
mated in drilling for oil in the 
Peace River area is no reason 
for us to throw up our hands 
and-checkerboard the province 
for the benefit of private inter­
ests,” he said.

Turning to the attorney-gen- ^ggg 
eral he said that If Mr. Maitland 
were in opposition and such a 
proposal came up he would “have 
shouted and pounded his desk."

Then after a pause he added: 
“Sometimes I think that desk- j] 
pounding is to cover inade- j, 
quacy.”

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
said that while favoring the in­
crease in royalties, he would 
oppose the granting to private 
companies of the right to drill ll 
for oil in lands now reserved. \

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan- ! 
Newcastle, protested vigorously 1 
against “the Tories handing the' 
oil possibilities of the Peace area jj 
to the robber barons.”

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac- ji 
kenzle, saw a “nigger in the ; 
woodpile.”

A. Shepherd, C.C.F., Delta, as-! 
serted that the natural resources | 
of the country should be kept j 
for the people.
PERRY IN DEFENSE.

Hon. Harry Perry, minister of 
education, entered into an ex­
haustive defense of the bill. If 
the province had the money to 
go and develop the area in the 
proper way he would be in favor 
of doing so.

The hard fact was that we did 
not have the money, and there 
was little likelihood that it would* 
be available, especially since the gp| 
largest sources of revenue were ||j

iMRS. STEEVES ON HOUSING

Blames Dollar-a-Year Man
|| By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 
| VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—The na- 
! tional housing administration 
i planned to erect workers' houses 

to meet needs in industrial areas,
! but a dollar-a-year man stepped 

In and persuaded the Dominion 
Government to turn the whole 
thing over to Wartime Housing 
Ltd., Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, 
North Vancouver, declared in 
the Legislature on Tuesday.

Mrs. Steeves reiterated her 
allegations about the wartime

vv;tÿs/. = i
M W

housing project in North Van-1 
couver. She said that the houses I 
were small, poorly constructed I 
and unsuited either to the needs I 
of the residents or of the munid-1 
pality. They were reducing I 
values of other properties. I 

She asked Municipal Affairs I 
Minister A. Wells Gray to see I 
that any future houses built un-1 
der the scheme were an improve-1 
ment over those already erected. I 

The minister stated that he I 
had nothing whatever to do with | 
the housing scheme.

■■
I-------------------

POST-WAR REHABILITATION

C.C.F. to Have Voice in Plan!
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. XL—The 
initial board to be set up by 
order-in-council to attack the 
great problems of post-war re­
habilitation will be composed of 
seven members of the Legis­
lature, Premier Hart told the

largest sources of revenue were SMp'l House during a discussion of the 
pegged. He was opposed to using §gE| bm creating the organization.
♦ hû fovnnuors' mnnnu In sncnn.the taxpayers’ money in specu­
lating.

It was only fair then that 8|j 
private interests, 11 prepared to gg; 
venture their money, should be 
allowed to do so instead of hold­
ing back development Provision 
was made to collect a large ||| 
royalty, and if profits were made 1 
they would be largely taxed by 
the Dominion.

Grant MacNell, C.C.F., Van-

At least two members of the 
C.C.F. party will be appointed 
to act upon it, he stated.

The bill was given unanimous 
endorsement on second reading 
and with minor amendments for 
clarification of the meaning of

“A private company would not couver-Burrard, accused the gov- 
go in there and drill if it was emment of not placing all the 
felt that there was no oil to be cards on the table, 
found—if a private concern feels "The public will want to know 
that way, then we have a good why at this session there Is such 
reason for retaining the control indecent haste to discard the as­

surances given by the former I 
government that the oil of the 
Peace River would be kept for

I of the district.1
Former Premier Pattullo was 

I critical of the measure. Work 
I at Commotion Creek had got to the people.”

J a point where the potentialities Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
R of the area could be proven and North Vancouver, said she I 
■ j it was proposed to turn it overt fSnunht i# *h. *i. I

! to the oil companies.
He would sooner see the Do- 

I minion Government invited to 
[join with the province in the 
I development of the area than to 
I have it go into private hands.

"I am satisfied that before 
[next session you will find the 

lies operating there," he 
[declared.

PATTULLO STORMS.
“It Is iniquitous to give the 

ti_~er to the lieutenant-governor

^thought if the government _al-J 
lowed private interests to enter j 
the oil field it would “be taklhg I 
a step the people will reproach | 
US for in years to come.”

Attorney General R. L. Mait­
land, K.C., said B.C.’s mining and I 
lumber industries would not have I 
developed if "private interests" 
had not been allowed to invest | 
in them.

“I haven’t heard any one sug-1 
gestlng there should be no more I 
prospecting or logging activity I 
in the interests of our natural 1

No Change Coming | 
In Burnaby Status

VICTORIA, Feb. XL — No [ 
change is contemplated in the I 
commissioners hip of Burnaby in I 
the immediate future, Hon. A. I 
Wells Gray, minister of munid- i 
pal affairs, told E. E. Winch, I 
C.C.F. member for Burnaby. I

The minister explained that I 
he does not interfere in the opera- j 
tion of any munidpality which ! 
is under a commission form of I 
administration. He was emphatic § 
In his declaration that politics I 
did not enter into appointments j 
in such areas.

undl to handle this without resources," he stated, 
eference to the Legislature," he “This bill entails no definite I 

decision about the oil field. What 1 
I the government is going to do | 

is something we will have to I 
I dedde when it studies the re-1

one or two sedlons, carried | 
through the committee stage.

In disdusslng the principle of 1 
the bill Premier Hart said that 1 
a great responsibility rested I 
upon the government and upon I 
the Legislature in trying to pre-1 
pare for post-war conditions.

He knew that the Dominion I 
Government was thinking along I 
similar lines and that a bill I 
would be introduced at Ottawa 1 
this session to deal with matters j 
that might be fitted into a plan I 
of post-war rehabilitation. AI 
scheme of land settlement would I 
be particularly stressed by the [ 
federal authorities.

R.C.A.F. to Assist 
In Forest Patrol

I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I
VICTORIA, Feb. 11—Close I 

I liaison between the R.C.A.F. I 
and the provincial forestry serv-1 
ice In fighting forest fires this I 
summer was suggested in the I 
Legislature Tuesday by Flt.-Lt. I 
L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chilli- ’ 

I wack.
Both Flt.-Lt. Eyres and Hon. A. I 

I Wells Gray stressed the danger [ 
of enemy Incendiary attack on I 
B. C. forests during discussion if | 

I forestry department estimates.
Mr. Gray said the matter al-1 

I ready had been discussed with | 
I the other forces and he would |
] “take It up" with the R.C.A.F.

-The minister said his depart !
I ment was discussing with I 

Ottawa plans for recruiting of a I 
youth battalion to help guard | 
forests this summer.
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line Promotion and the Law

'T'HE mining committee of the Legis-
lature has been hearing arguments 

for and against the statute known as the 
Security Frauds Prevention Act. The 
argument runs the entire gamut between 
saying that not a line of the law should 
be touched and saying that it should be 
swept away altogether.

There was the witness before the 
committee, for instance, who said that 
90 per cent of the people who put their 
money Into mines lose it and that they 
are the people who ought to have any 
protection that the law can give.

And there was Mr. Gordon Wismer, 
former attorney-general, who is strongly 
in favor of the law and says the virtue of 
it is that it “prevents mining of the people 
rather than the mines.”

But this is not to say that there are 
no honest men with respectable reasons 
for wanting the act, if not repealed, at 
least very considerably amended. Mr. 
Harold Lakes, president of the Chamber 
of Mines of Eastern British Columbia, 
goes as far as saying that the mining 
industry of the province would be glad to 
see an end of the law.

A moderate statement of the case 
against the law would seem to be that 
there is a strong element of gambling 
inevitable in the practical promotion of the 
mining industry, that there is nothing 
unhealthy or wrong essentially in that 
and that you ought not to so much wrap 
up prospecting in swaddling clothes of 
government regulation that you strangle 
the infant in the cradle.

The friends of the present law will 
insist that it is not aimed against honest 
men or honest gamblers but only against 
crooks. It ought not to be hard to recon­
cile the views of honest men in this 
business. At least it is an unassailable 
proposition that nothing in the law should 
be touched that does really protect the 
mining investor from misrepresentation 
and fraud.

1RS. STEEVES CAUSTIC

New University Bill Beatenill
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent | 0f the University. . . The govern- :S 

VICTORIA, Feb. 12—Mrs. ment has had an inclination to f
Dorothy Steeves, C. C. F., North 
Vancouver, asserted in the Legis­
lature Wednesday night that an 
alleged statement by the chan­
cellor of the University of British 
Columbia “A bunch of politicians 
know nothing about education,”
—denoted “a contempt for de­
mocracy.”

She was speaking in support 
of a C. C. F. bill seeking “de­
mocratizing of the University” 
by changing the method of ap­
pointment of the board of gov­
ernors of the institution.

The bill was defeated after g| 
Hon. H. G. Perry stated that its 
provision for representation of 
certain groups on the board of 
governors connoted “class legis­
lation.”

The bill sought reduction of 
the number of board of gover­
nors members appointed by the 
government from six to two, and 
election of one governor each by 
the British Columbia Teachers’ 
Federation, the Farmers’ Insti­
tutes of British Columbia, the 
Parent-Teachers’ Federation of 
Bÿtish Columbia, and “Recog­
nized central labor organiza­
tions.”

Mrs. Steeves alleged that the 
chancellor of the University had 
commented on her bill “rather 
contemptuously” and in a man­
ner which “should be resented” 
by the Legislature.

"There has been some dissati*- 
ion with the administration

the govern- 
i men with no [ 

ùcation affairs to 
governors,” she f,

appoint 
ment and 
relation 
the board of 
stated.

Mr. Perry replied that the 
teaching profession was repre­
sented by four members on the 
Senate of the University and 
labor and agriculture already 
were represented on the board 
of governors.

New Deaf, Blind;: 
I School Is Urged j

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent *1 
VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—New and H 

better accommodation for {he 
school for the deaf and blind at F 
Jericho, in Vancouver, was sug­
gested in the report of the stand- ii 
ing committee on social welfare j 
submitted to the Legislature to- U 
day. jp

The committee also recom- j 
mended increased facilities for | 
British Columbia mental hoa- J 
pitals, and "increasing em­
phasis on preventive measures j 
and on follow-up and after-care J 
in all cases.”

The committee’s report sug­
gested that 400 "senile cases” at S 
Essondale should be moved else-1 
where to provide more room for | 
others.

Superintendents of all pro- 
vincial institutions surveyed by 
the committee were commended, j

Albion Ferry
! Project Aired | House Demands |

More DefensesBy Dally Province Staff Correspondent |
VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—There is i 

a definite prospect of the estab-1 
lishment of a government ferry I 
between Albion and Fort Lang-1 
ley, members of a delegation l 
from Fraser Valley points believe L 
following an interview with Hon. I 
Rolf W. Bruhn, minister of pub- f. 
lie works.

The need for such a ferry con­
nection has been pressed upon £ 
the government for years.

“This is the most satisfactory F 
interview we have had with the f 
government on the matter,” I 
stated Reeve S. Mussallem, off 
Maple Ridge.

At the present time traffic be- jj 
tween areas across the half-mile j 
waterway between Fort Langley ; 
and Albion requires a trip of 50 ij 
miles via New Westminster.

The delegation, which was ac-g 
compartied by three members of ? 
the Legislature, L. A. Shepherd, • 
R. C. MacDonald and J. A. Paton, ; 
consisted of Reeve Mussallem, ;

VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—The 
Legislature in a joint resolu­
tion moved by Premier Hart 
and seconded by Opposition 
Leader Harold Winch called 
the attention of the Dominion 
Government to the necessity 
for strengthening the defenses 
of the Pacific Coast.

The resolution, which came 
in prior to prorogation of the 
House, read as follows:

“This legislative assembly 
of British Columbia, conscious 
of the gravity of the war and 
more particularly in its rela­
tion tor the security of the 
people of the province of B. C., 
consider it our solemn duty 
to call the attention of the 
Federal Government of Can­
ada to' the immediate necessity 
of completing the strongest 
and fullest measures of de­
fense against our enemies.”
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IjC.C.F. Amendment /on Political Patronage 

Is Defeated in House

m Public Accounts Committee 
Report Causes Sharp Clash

By PAUL MALONE
UlyProvIBy Dally’Provlnce Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—A poU- 
tical bombshell exploded unex­
pectedly in the Legislature Wed­
nesday when the C. C. F. sought 
to bar acceptance ot a public 
accounts committee report on 

‘SB the ground that it overlooked 
ntj important evidence given at com- 
BB mittee hearings on malpractices 
B ot the previous government, 

j After C. C. F. claims had been 
debated for 75 minutes, Mr. 

«3 Speaker ruled out-of-order op- 
position amendent which would 

M have prevented the report from 
being accepted by the House. His 

Rfl ruling was sustained on a 
division by a 29-14, straight- 
party vote.

I The C. C. F. objected at:
, 1. The report made no men-

Ration of evidence at committee 
i'/’ hearings that it was the policy 

of the previous administration to 
Ej consult defeated Liberal candi- 

R7;dates in making purchases in 
their respective constituencies.

^ 2. The report failed to com­
ment on the fact that the min- 
later of agriculture sets the 

g trade-in value of used cars in 
his department.

3. The report overlooked the 
f ,,jfact that the former minister et 

public works, (C. S. Leary, Lib- 
j eral, Kaslo-Slocan) was lnter- 
3 ested in companies which ac- 
t cepted public works department 
f contracts.
| HEAVY OBJECTS.

Mr. Leary accused the opposl- 
Vjtlon of "stooping to low-down 

■"«dirty tactics” and "washing 
,! dirty linen in the House.” Their 
J "whole argument,” he said, "was 

wrong, vicious and only for the 
ijpolltical grandstand.”
8 The report that touched off 

the debate was a brief, formal 
(Statement recommending that 
tenders be required for all gov­

ernment orders exceeding $100 
i when "time permits,” and that 
, “valuable documents and papers 

1 *n ibe archives be moved to 
J places of safety after photostrat 
j copies have been taken and left 
j in their places."
! C. C. F. Leader Harold Winch 
j said he was moving the amend- 
il ment because there was no pro- 
| vision for committee minority 
,j reports being presented to the 
J House.

"X regret that the majority re- 
jj Port °f the public works coro- 
| mittee contains no mention of 
I pertain facts looked into during 
j Its meetings,” he stated.
T "VICIOUS PRACTICE.”
! "They were matters of great 
j Importance. For Instance a re- 
I sponsible officer of the govem- 
j mem testified that It was quite 
I common for defeated govern- 
| ment candidates to advise the 

r a

“This is a vicious practice 
when the defeated candidate had 
been repudiated by the electors,"! 
Mr. Winch complained.

"There is also another matterl 
of great Importance—the depart! 
ment of agriculture does not foil 
low the policy of purchases] 
made by the other depart­
ments of the government in the I 
trade-in of cars.

“This is important—the prin­
ciple of one department operat­
ing on a principle different from 
other departments.”

Referring to evidence given in 
the committee regarding Mr. 
Leary’s interest in companies 
which had received contracts 
from his department, Colin Cam­
eron, C.C.F., Comox, said there 
was "no evidence of legal wrong­
doing.”

It was "extremely injudicious,” 
however, that any member of the 
House should allow conduct of 
the government and the legisla­
ture to be "brought into ques­
tion.”
PATRONAGE PROMISED.

H. W. Herrldge, C.C.F., Ross- 
land-Trall, said before an elec­
tion Liberal supporters in the 
Kaslo-Slocan constituency re­
ceived letetrs saying "there will 
be more patronage than ever for 
our boys” if the Liberal candi­
date were re-elected.

A postcript to the letter, Mr. 
Herrldge said, stated:

“For goodness sakes, don’t let 
the Conservatives get hold of I 
this ... They might try to make! 
political capital of it.”
PATTULLO’S DEFENSE. ‘ I

When Mr. Herrldge charged I 
handling of relief applications I 
was being used for patronage I 

I purposes, Hon. G. S. Pearson, I 
minister of labor, interjected to 1 
say there was a standing order! 
in his department providing for I 
the "immediate discharge of any 1 
relief official "taking into con-1 
sidération the political affiliation 
of an applicant"

Former Premier T. D. Pattulto I 
admitted advice of defeated gov-1 
ernment candidates might have I 
been sought if It were considered [ 
"reliable.” Sitting members had I 
the same opportunity to present I 
their views to his government, 
he maintained.

Mr. Fattullo rapped the "pharl-. 
salcal and holier than thou atti­
tude" allegedly adopted by the 
C.C.F. and Attorney-General R. 
L. Maitland. ,
SEES NO PATRONAGE.

Dr. J. J. Gillls, Liberal, Yale, 1 
said that in his 30 years of expe-1 
rience in public life he had 
encountered "very little patron­
age.”

”1 venture to say there was less 

stated.

E. E. wmcn, u.c.f., flur- m
naby, said: “In my nine years In “ 
the House I have never once been 
consulted about the affairs of 
Burnaby.’*

Hon. H. G. Perry, minister of 
education, objected that the de­
bate was out of order.

Mr. Speaker replied: “I have 
realized that for some time, but 
I have allowed it to continue || j 
because of the difficulty of minor­
ity members presenting their P 
views on this matter.”
MINISTERS REPLY.

The House then voted unani­
mously that Mr. Leary and Agri­
culture Minister Dr. K. C. Mac­
Donald should be allowed to 
make statements.

Mr. Leary alleged that at least 
one charge made against him— 
that a bridge he had authorized 
had been unnecessary—was in­
spired by “a disgruntled business 
man.’*

Site of the bridge at Marble­
head had been surveyed 10 years
ago by a Conservative govern­
ment, he declared.

Discussing his lease of a tug 
to the government, Mr. Leary 
stated

“I gave the government good 
service—I ^didn’t charge half of 
what I should."

Pattullo Resolution 
Ruled Out of Order

VICTORIA, Feb. 12—T. D. 
Pattullo’s resolution that at no I 
time shall the province surrender | 
in perpetuity its right to partici­
pate in the income tax was ruled I 
out of order by the Speaker In I 
the Legislature today, as die-1 
fating policy and as affecting I 
crown revenues. On the result­
ant division on an appeal from I 
the ruling, W. A. C. Bennett, I 
Cons.,' South Okanagan, voted I 
with Dr. Pattullo and opposition | 
members.

Oil Bill Passes

B.C. PUTS O.R. 
ON TAX PACT!

By Daily Province StaOÇo respondent I 
VICTORIA, Feb. 12. — The! 

three major government bills | 
introduced at the current session | 
passed third readings in the | 
Legislature Thursday night.

The bills were:
2. An act to authorize and lm-1 

plement the Dominion-pro-1 
vlncial income tax agreement.
2. An act to make provision for I 

Advance planning of rehabila- f
tlon measures, re industrial re-1 
organization and employment I 
projects designed to meet post- [ 
wap conditions. (The act estab-1 
lishlng a B. C. rehabilitation | 
board.)
3. An act authorizing the gov-1 

ment to open the Peace River |
oil block to drilling by companies I 
if further drilling at the govern-1 
ment well at Commotion Creek | 
proves unpromising.

The first two acts and the I 
supply bills enjoyed smooth pas-1 
sage, but the C. C. F. and Mr. I 
Pattullo stiffly opposed the Coal | 
and Petroleum Act amendment |

| AMENDMENTS LOST.
Mr. Pattullo offered three I 

I amendments and forced one dlvi- [ 
] sion on Mr. Speaker’s ruling. I 
j Opposition Leader Winch pro-1 
I posed one amendment and forced | 
] a division on it.

In the final vote the former I 
I premier Joined the C. C. F. In | 
j voting against the bill.

Mr. Pattullo’s first amendment 1 
I called for setting of the royalty | 
J collected by the government on [ 
I any private oil enterprises in the I 
! Peace River block at 12% per | 
I cent. Instead of the flexible "up I 
] to 15 per cent.” clause in the bill. I 

The amendment was ruled out 1 
I of order as a private bill “affect- f 
I lng revenues of the crown.”
1 PROVINCIAL ROYALTY.

The other amendments moved 
| by Mr. Pattullo sought establish- 
I ment of a provisional royalty] 
I until the Legislature had an op- 
I portunity to set an official 
I royalty, and establishment of an | 
] unconditional 15 per cent.
I royalty. Both were ruled out of j 
| order.

Mr. Winch’s amendment! 
I sought a "six-month hoist” fori 
1 the bill. It was defeated on a 
| division.

The former premier was vig-i 
I orous in his opposition to the] 
I government's proposal to open] 
I the Peace River area for explora] 
I tlon by private interests. “We 
■ have handed away enough of 
lour natural resources," he de 
j dared. “The oil should be re- 
stained for the benefit of the 
I people.

"There are some who would 
I like to see a return to the grand 
I old days when most of the min- 
ling was in the pockets of the 
I people.”
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G ARC RAVE REPRIMANDED

House Defeats C.C.F. Bill 
To Amend Arbitration Act
Bv Daily Province staff Corre.pondent

VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—After a 
two-hour debate, a C. C. F. bill 
seeking amendment of the In- 
^stri-U Conciliation and Arbi- 

tration Act to provide for com­
pulsory bargaining between em­
ployers and the union supported
by a majority of their employees
was defeated In the Legislature 
jn » division on strict party

Concluding the debate for the 
c C F. E. E. Winch, Burnaby, 
said that if workers were re­
fused the right to bargain collec- 
tively “within the law they 
would organize outside it.

"I want to say I'll be the first 
one to be a party to it/’ he added.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
reprimanded Herbert Gargrave,
C C F., Mackenzie, lor remark­
ing: "A millionaire racehorse 
owner tells mechanics how to 
drive rivets and how many they 
shall drive.”

The man referred to by Mr. 
Gargrave — Austin C. Taylor— 
was lending “his great organiza­
tional ability” to the war effort, 
stated Dr. Gillis.
AMENDMENT FOB UNITY.

Mrs. Grace Maclnnis, Vancou- 
ver-Burrard, said the desire of 
labor for amendment to Section 
5 of the Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act was closely 
associated with the war effort. 
It would provide a unity and 
freedom from suspicion that 
would be of value.

“No section of the community 
has so much to lose If the war 
is not won as has organized 
labor,” she said.

She repudiated any suggestion 
that organized labor wanted to 

H protect professional agitators. 
3 Labor was dealing with agitators 
gin its own way. It did, however, 

want statutory assurance of pro­
tective power to organize. "True, 
the workers can have unions of

J. their own choice—provided they 
do not use them," she said. "They 
must use some other polite but 
ineffective organization to do 
their bargaining. The effect of 
such legislation is to sabotage 
trade unionism."

| DELAYS FEABED.
The government, she warned, 

“must stop any impression that 
| it is working with the employers 
| to defeat labor.”

Mr. Gargrave asserted that 
unless the government did some­
thing it was "not outside the 
realm of possibility that we may 
see tieups In industries in this 
province that may affect the 
war effort."

Louis LeBourdals, Liberal, 
Cariboo, said 27 delegates of or­
ganized labor had attended the 
labor committee meetings. They 
had urged amendment of the act, 
but they had not pressed for 
such action at this session. The 
amendments of Colin Cameron 
had been brought in too late in 
the session to permit “the other 
side” to present its views.

‘Si
jfiy.

Not Analogous I

Under the Dome

Fear Millions 
In Precious 
Books

By B. A. McKELVIE.
Daily Province Staff Correspondent.

I Harold Winch, the energetic 
I young leader of the C.C.F. oppo­
sition, has his followers in the 
House well organized. The 
group functions as a synchron­
ized unit. When a division is 
called, Mr. Winch snaps his fin­
gers and the members rise as 
one to support him. He must 
have had stiff fingers when the 
sitting ended late Wednesday 
night, for there were numerous 
divisions during the day. 

Cariboo’s Louis LeBourdals
VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—A simple, joined the debate on the In- 

three-line recommendation in the dustrial Conciliation and Arbitra- 
report to the Legislature from tion to explain how lone 
the public accounts committee is telegraphers in the extended
of great importance. It suggests 
that the valuable documents and 
books in the provincial archived 
be removed to a safe place aften 
having had photostat copie^ 
made of them.

Tew residents of British Co

reaches of Cariboo attend union 
meetings. “I belonged to the 
union for more than 20 years,” 
he explained. “We never attended 
meetings up there, but we had 
them all the same—by wire. It 
had its advantages. If you didn’t

lumbia realize the great asset! want t0 ysten to a speaker you 
represented by the archives an have , ,nd mly one man
the Northwest ibrary section.. couW talk lt once.„
The library section of the ar-i , ■, i rilfl-1,-- ■
chives contains practically every , .1 - 
work published on the history < ; 
of the Northwest. The volumes 
represent a current value of ap­
proximately $2,000,000.

Valuable as are these books 
they are not to be compared with 
the historical worth of the docu­
ments, old letters, state papers 
and original journals in the ara- 
chives proper. No money could 
replace the intimate associations 
with the early history of the 
province.

Sir: Your Victoria correspondent, rfr 
porting on a speech by R. McDonald, 
Conservative member for Dewdney, say* 
“He spent much qt his time to show the 
C.C.F. party wa^îiot consistent.

“He complained that Dn^Lyle Telford 
of Vancouver had been ejected from the 
party because he had held two public 
positions. This, he argued, made it in­
cumbent on the C.C.F. leader to clarify 
his position, as he was paid an extra 
amount as leader of the opposition.”

After the members extending closing 
time for 15 minutes in order that Mr. 
McDonald could get this off his chest,
I think they should have given Harold 
Winch one minute more to relieve the 
Dewdney member’s mind from such an] 
intolerable burden.

It would seem that Mr. McDonald 1t| 
passing judgment on something about 
which he is amazingly ignorant. The two 
positions he mentions are not analogous.

The C.C.F. rule in regard to holding 8 
two major positions was made to prevent 
members from neglecting the party in­
terests. Such a position as mayor of Van. 
couver is surely a whole-time job.

But Harold Winch as leader of the 
C.C.F. is extending his energies for the ^ 
party, and thereby doing more for it, not •; 
less. Neither is he holding two jobs, but | 
just one which carries great responsi­
bility, and therefore calls for more re- jj 
muneration.

From where does Mr. McDonald pro­
pose that we should get our leader, the 
Salvation Army, or Timbuctoo? If all 
Mr. McDonald’s speeches take over an 
hour and a half and show such shallow 
study as this item, he would take a long 
time to earn “an extra amount.”

GRACE M. WORTH.
Lumby, B.C.

Words and Commas

Times Change
Prince Rupert’s Dr. T, D. Pat- 

tullo, who when he was premier 
insisted on the maintenance of 
all the amenities can now call 
namea with the best—or worst. 
The present administration he 
dubbed a "phoney government" 
Wednesday afternoon, and in the 
evening he declared it to be 
“a hybrid aggregation." Of Hon. 
Herbert Anacomb, mines minis­
ter, he declared, I have heard 
more wind and less substance 
from him than from any other 
person."

Tucked away in the report of 
the mining committee was a 
suggestion that a section of the 
Securities Act be repealed. It 
was a most significant recom­
mendation; not that it may mean 
a great deal in the way of chang­
ing the operation of the act.

It asked that the doors of the 
courts be opened to those who 
feel that they have been 
aggrieved. For the past 15 years 
the Legislature has been block­
ing appeals to the courts. Act 
after act has been passed barring 
appeals. The recommendation 
of the mining committee is the 
first indication of a trend away 
from bureaucratic influences of

I AN the day when Singapore, once 
i regarded as the great British bastion 

ÿ|î in the Pacific, seemed on the verge of 
y falling, the Legislature at Victoria sought 
I relief from a consideration of problems of 

:j magnitude to discuss a comma.
This least of punctuation marks is a 

I troublesome customer. He can clarify 
an obscure sentence if he sits down in it 

j in the right place; and he can make 
y nonsense of the wisest saying if he gets 

HI into a wrong position.
At Victoria, it seems, the comma got 

K its innings as a result of a dispute between 
two lawyer members, the attorney-general 

I and Mr. W. W. Lefeaux, as to the meaning 
■jfj of a passage in a bill. Mr. Perry sug- 

1 gested a comma. But where to place the 
M comma, that was the rub. The House 
ja could not agree.

Finally, Mr. Anscomb ended the diffi- 
ifij: culty by suggesting the removal of three 
â; words. Then, according to the report, the 
■ 5 passage became intelligible.
§» ; The moral: perhaps there is none. Or I 
g -perhaps it lies in the suggestion that lt 

mid never occur to the lawyer members 
seek clarity by removing words, while

s

m

111
iiii
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War Etiquette Wants 2 Tones

i TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, ^ 1942 §|f[

Uphill Inyokes Echo

City Spurns 28 Air Sirens 
--They've Only One Tone

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, B. C.—Although British Columbia cities are J 

[J^not as yet equipped with air raid sirens, there are 28 of them

Ijin storage in VanCOOVSE Harold Winch, C.C.F. opposition 
5 leader revealed to the Legislature Monday.

■è “I GIVE YOU STARTLING FACTS WHICH I THINK

!>J SHOULD BRING AN EXPLANATION FROM THE ATTOR- 
j NEY-GENERAL.” HE SAID. LOOKING ACROSS AT HON.

J R. L. MAITLAND, K.C.
Mr. Maitland immediately explained that the committee on 

m A.R.P. had decided to obtain two-tone sirens, whereas the 28 in 
Ml Vancouver wr re only one-tone sirens.
j!i One-Tone Êombs

“I’m told that bombs only have one tone,” said E. E. Winch, | 
supporting his son. “I would rather be warned by a one-tone | 
siren than the scream of bombs.”

The C.C.F. leader declared the Dominion had ordered 75 
|||j sirens of five horsepower each for use in Vancouver, Victoria and 
|m| Prince Rupert, from a long-established firm. 

l Some days ago, he continued, 28 arrived in Vancouver, only
If to have the contract cancelled and given to a newer firm. He

111 asked “a clear and concise statement from the attorney-general 
pto preserve confidence in the government.”

. Iji Mr. Maitland explained that the government had nothing to 
H j do with purchase of A.R.P. supplies. The committee recom-1 
mended the change to two-tone sirens with support by the Na- i 

H tional Research Council. Delivery in faster time was also guar- ; 
|y anteed.

“No one in this province is more anxious to see A.R.P. work- |i 
ing smoothly than myself,” Mr. Maitland said.

Doom Advocated... For Horses
By Staff Correspondent) 

VICTORIA. — The echo of 
thousands of wild horses gallop­
ing about the British Columbia- 
Montana border area was heard 
In the Legislature Monday as 
Tom Uphill, Fernie Independent,

SOME BAD NEWS 
FOR DRINKERS

VICTORIA. — As though! 
drinkers were not having 1 
enough trouble with iipports of k 
Scotch reduced, Harold Wlnôh, | 
C.C.F. leader, disclosed in the r 
Legislature Monday night that! 
eleven-year-old rye of a popular | 
brand has disappeared from the f 
liquor store shelves and been | 
replaced by four and five-year- K 
•Id.

“If I am correctly informed, j; 
then both the government and l 
the people are being taken for j 
a ride,” said Mr. Winch, during | 
discussion of the estimates.

asked the minister of agricul­
ture to have them destroyed.

He produced a letter from the 
Waldo Stockbreeders’ Associa­
tion referring to “vast herds of 
useless horses, increasing year­
ly and consuming all the feed 
in the country.”

“There is a war on and of 
what use are these broomtails 
in a war effort?” asked the let- j 
ter.

Hon. K. C. MacDonald said it 
was a matter for the land de­
partment, not for agriculture.

Mr. Uphill said he had con­
sulted Agriculture, Lands and 
Police departments and been 
told to go and shoot the horses 
himself.

“I was going to—I fall into 
traps awful easy,” he told the 
House, “only I found about 600 
of these horses belonged to In­
dians and if I’d started shooting 
their horses they might have 
started shooting me.”

Mr. Uphill said a factory in 
Calgary was canning horse meat 
for dog and fox food and sug­
gested residents of the Waldo 
area be allowed to capitalize on 
such a market.

i
People Tell Me

Too Many Wofyes, Coyotes And Wardens I WILLIAMSON

Report 'Jungle Life' in B.C.
VICTORIA. — British Colum 

bia has too many wolves, too 
many coyotes, too many deer, 
too many bear, pheasants and 
game wardens, according to 
many expressions of opinion as 
the Legislature discussed Game 
Department estimates Monday 
night.

Louis Lebourdais, Cariboo 
Liberal, said wolves were mak­
ing the situation “desperate” in 
his riding for both cattlemen 
and sheepmen.

Colin Cameron and Sam 
Guthrie, Island C.C.F. mem­

ber, both complained of dam­
age being done by deer; Hon. 
K. C. MacDonald said deer 
did the Lambeth Walk on 
verandahs in Columbia Rid­
ing and was supported by 
Tom King’s smiling assertion 
that there were also a million 
coyotes in the district.

B. G. Webber, C.C.F., Simil- 
kameen, complained of damage 
by pheasants in the Okanagan 
and L. H. Shepherd, C.C.F., 
Delta, complained there were 
too many game wardens in his 
district, with not enough land to 
shoot over.

■

f WBÊM
| Victoria Told Of 'Indiscretion'

Cesspool' In B.C.'s Marketing 
Claimed By Agriculture Chief

By Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA. — Likening the 

| situation to “a cesspool,” Hon.
C. MacDonald said he was 

| almost inclined to throw out the 
Vegetable Marketing Act on the 

I Lower Mainland, when consid- 
I Oration of the estimates grew 
I wordy in the Legislature Mon- 
[day afternoon.

“Let the growers on the Low- 
| er Mainland go back to four dol- 
I lars and six dollars a ton for 
j their potatoes; let the Orientals 

Establish the monopoly they 
before,” he said. “That act 

i put money into

of a great many farmers.
Fraser Valley agriculturists 

had not been “as discreet as they 
might have” in their choice of 
representatives on the market­
ing board, the minister declared.

“They elected men whom the 
Almighty never intended for 
such a purpose,” he said.

The minister broke into the 
subject after J. A. Baton, Con­
servative member for Point 
Grey, had asked him to stop im­
portation of early potatoes. The 
minister referred Mr. Paton to 
the Dominion’s trade treaty with 
the U. S.

VICTORIA —The moral of 
this story is that natives of the 
Cariboo have a way with 
women. Louis 
L e b o u rdais 
regaled some 
of the hon­
orable minis­
ters and mem­
bers of the 
1 e g i s 1 ature 
with his re­
port in advo­
cating use of 

jmorc B. C. 
honey to re­
place import­
ed sugar.

A n enter­
prising rancher at Woodpeck­
er, on the Cariboo-Fort George 
boundary, he explained, im­
ported a queen bee from the 
southern United States. To 
make sure of success, he im­
ported some bees, too. But 
upon release from her cage, 
the queen bee spurned the im­
ported drones and fled to the 
woods with some wild, Cari­
boo bees. And she hasn’t 
been seen since.

The farmer had to import 
another queen, but this time 
didn’t release her while any 
of those local drones were 
around.

PROBLEM CHILD: One of 
the major problem’s facing 
Premier John Hart’s new co­
alition government is that oil 
well in the Peace River coun­
try — frequently called the 
“wild cat.” Last week W. J.

used to be 
is, said the 

Ither drill

said, should call in an expert, 
and act upon the expert’s ad­
vice. Yesterday the premier, 
Hon. Herbert Anscomb, Min­
ister of Mines, and Dr. J. F. 
Walker, Deputy Minister, were 
closeted for an hour with Dr. 
G. S. Hume, the federal gov­
ernment’s geologist on oil.

Mr. Asselstine thinks they 
should get an opinion inde­
pendent of government men. 
Dr. Hume advised some of the 
recent drilling which Mr. As­
selstine referred to as “piece­
meal.” Mr. Asselstine is afraid 
he might advise some more of 
that — and the government 
would still be left looking into 
a dry hole.

HOARDER: Frequent com- 
plainer about the smallness of 
his financial vote is Agricul­
ture Minister K. C. MacDonald. 
Yesterday Mr. MacDonald 
even went so far as to déclare 
the vote was “measly.” This 
was the final straw, as far as 
Harold Winch was concerned.

Mr. Winch slyly drew the 
attention of the House to the 
fact that the honorable min­
ister had not spent all the 
money voted his department 
last year — nor the year be­
fore, nor the year before that.

The minister rose to admit 
that he had once turned back 
$40,000 into consolidated rev­
enue. “Just because the money 
is voted I don’t see why I have 
to use it all,” was his point.



Mine Industry Sees 
I Fraud Act Revision

VICTORIA.—(By Staff Cor-jj 
I respondent) — Major amend- 
| ments to the Security Frauds | 
| Prevention Act, long criticized I 
i by mining men for alleged [ 
| strangulation of the mining in-1 
I] dustry, were foreshadowed in | 
!] the Legislature on Monday.

The mining committee con- 
1 ferred with E. K. Debeck, secur- 1 
1 ities officer, on effect of the act | 
j upon the mining industry in the J 
J morning.

On Monday afternoon, Hon. | 
|| Herbert Anscomb, minister of 1 
J mines, introduced a resolution | 
I asking the committee to further | 
j consider this subject and em- j 
| powering it to call necessary I 
! witnesses in order to prepare | 
I a report for the Legislature.

, FEBRUARY 3,

I License Cut WeighedJ
(By Staff Correspondent) 

VICTORIA.— Possible reduc-j 
| tion of motor license fees due 
to expected wartime restrictions 
on motoring are still being given 
“careful consideration,” Attor­
ney-General R. L. Maitland, K,

I C., told the Legislature.
Grant MacNeil, C.C.F.-Bur- j rard, and Sam Guthrie, C.C.F.- 

I Cowichan-Newcastle, both ask- 
| ed questions on the subject dur- 
I ing discussion of estimates for 
| the attorney-general’s depart- 
| ment. Use of governors to con- 
B serve fuel was again suggested 
p by E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skee- 
1 na, for duration of the war only.

Y Locked In Combat'
Provincial and federal auth­

orities “are locked in constitu- 
|tional combat” over right of 
B Wartime Housing Ltd. to ignore 
I the Fire Marshal Act in installa- 
jgtion of chimneys, Hon. R. L.* 
gMaitland said.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F. whip, 
Basked the attorney-general if he 
■knew — as charged at â joint 
Jlabor conference in Victoria —• 
gthat the act had been ignored. 

“Yes, we are locked In con­
stitutional combat on the sub­
ject,” said Mr. Maitland. “I 
don’t know yet whether we 
will win.”

} WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4,. 1342 i

Starting The Day
Below are some snap judgments on issues needing to 

: be faced in moving forward into Wednesday morning:
SPECIMEN.—Not that $140 can be made to seem 

' important during the course of a hundreds-of-billions-of- 
dollars war, yet the Tuesday reference in the Victoria 
House to a quite-inexpensive and probably-unimportant 
barge, does invite mention.

Perhaps nothing more than stupidity was involved, 
j yet the B. C-. Works Department’s record in selling a 
j barge on the Arrow Lakes for $20 and then renting it 
’ back at the rate of $8 per day for 20 days, does suggest 
' how a war already costing hundreds of billions could 
j soon be transformed into one costing hundreds and 
; hundreds and hundreds of billions.

Government To Alter 
Pensions Administration

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA.—An amendment to the Old Age Pensions 

Act, introduced in the Legislature late Tuesday by Hon. 
George S. Pearson, provincial secretary, proposes a sweeping 
change in administration of the act.

iasmm
Cut In Pro-Rec Grant 
Questioned by Opposition

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, B.C.—Reduction of $10,000 from the vote 

for adult physical education (Pro-Rec) caused some concern 
in C.C.F. Opposition benches Tuesday as the Legislature 
moved slowly through estimates of the education department.

Harold Winch asked why the*jj 
vote had been reduced from |
$30,000 to $20,000, and said this 
particular branch of education j 
was one of which he was strong- f 
ly in favor.

“The answer is that we are 
trying to keep the estimates 
down.” said Hon. G. H. Perry.
“In view of the number of men fl

who have enlisted and the fact f,, . — ,,__
that this was designed as an out- MÜÜ _ 
let for many idle persons, I felt ] 
this was the only place where I 
I could justify reductions.” j 

Many persons had written and I 
called urging him to cut out the | 
whole vote, Mr. Perry added.

The new bill proposes removal 
of administration from the 
“W orkmen’s Compensation 
Board” to the office of the pro­
vincial secretary. This has been 
urged for some time by pensions 
prganizations.

In the quietest sitting of the 
session, the Legislature Tuesday 
afternoon progressed slowly 
through the estimates for the 
education department.

With Hon. H. G. Perry an­
swering many enquiries, out­
lining policy and his hopes for 
the future of the department,

| the House discussed teachers’ 
salaries, revision of taxation, 
the training of teachers in the 
urban areas before sending 
them to rural schools, and 
many other subjects.

Before rising, cabinet mem­
bers introduced five new bills. 
Included was an amendment to 
the Iron and Steel Act extend­
ing from five to ten years the 
bounty for production of steel in 
the province.

An amendment to the Poll Tax 
Act extends exemption to veter­
ans of the present war.

j Leaalixe Weddings
VICTORIA — Legalization of E 

I certain marriages performed I 
I within less than the 80-day lim-1 
I it required following a previous j 
I divorce is the aim ot a bill in- 
I troduced to the Legislature on I 
I Monday by Hon. R. L. Malt-1 
I land, K.C., attorney-general. It I 

cts only those persons mar-1 
I riea prior to Jan. 31 of this | 
j year.

THE ODD 
SP#T

VICTORIA—It should have 
come from one of the Irish­
men in the House but it came 
from a Scotsman.

Discussing establishment of 
a chair of household econo­
mics at U.B.C., R. C. MacDon­
ald, member for Dewdney, 
rose in the Legislature Tues­
day night to declare: ‘Any 
mother who is not able to 
teach her daughter to cook in 
the kitchen should not get 
married.”
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DRINK TO KNOWLEDGE.—The pledge by Attorney- 
General Maitland to Keep liquor out of government in 
B. C.—to leave trade in liquor to the Liquor Board set 
up to deal with it—deserves the praise it was given 
yèsterday.

But other lawmakers, and from all parties, appar­
ently turned toward the policy of bringing education into 
politics just as Mr. Maitland insisted liquor was to be 
taken out of it. The exchange could yield little profit.

If a board versed in liquor is to deal in it, then our 
university has an even clearer right to be left under the 
control of educators. In every case where education 
has been made subservient to politics (and universities 
in the states of Washington, Wisconsin and New York 
could testify) education has invariably suffered a tem­
porary blight.

The only benefits have gone to politicians who have 
enjoyed short-term smirks.

• People Tell Me
By At WILLIAMSON

VICTORIA — Back to the 
legislative surroundings on 
Tuesday came Hon. Rolf W. 
Brnhn, minister of public 
works, who t*
has occupied 
a sick bed for 
these past :. 
two months.
Not robust,
but able to / i Jfl 
occupy his of- • 
fice again, JjBi
Mr. Bruhn 
quashed ru- $ 
mors that he 

not be
able to retain I 
the portfolio ■ 
because o f
his health. He may not con­
tinue in office for the life of 
the government because of his 
health but he is determined 
to do one thing before he gives j 
up the job. That is to estab- j 
lish on a proper, independent | 
basis, the highway commission 1 
which he and his Conservative F 
Party colleagues have public- | 
ly supported for many years. §

Future: One of the most im­
portant pieces of legislation 
this sessipn — probably the 
most important—is the move­
ment to establish a committee 
to look after post-war reha­
bilitation. This has been prac­
tically overlooked by both 
legislators and newsmen. 
Right now it is going through 
caucus stage and will come 
before the House in completed 
state in a day or so. So big is 
this subject that there is even 
talk of a separate ministry to 
handle it. After the session 
cabinet members will be able 
to devote more time to it and 
you will see it gradually 
breaking into the headlines. Discussion of Estimates Continues

Expect Government To State Policy
On B.C. Oil Drilling Project Today

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA.—A statement of government policy on the 

oil drilling prçject at Commotion Creek will be given when 
the $100,000 vote for the well is reached in the estimates, 
Premier John Hart told the Legislature Wednesday. It is 

'[expected this will be todays

This was a suggestion made 
by Mr. Bruhn more than a 
year ago. First persons he 
met on his arrival here Tues­
day were the engineers of his 
department.

Better than teaching high 
school students about how Han­
nibal crossed the Alps would be 
regular lessons in geology, W. J. 
Asselstine, former Minister of 
Mines, told the Legislature Wed­
nesday.

Speaking during discussion 
Asselstine

j ~5lr. Anscomb was answering j
a question on the subject by B. 
G. Webber, C.C.F. member for 
Simikameen. The grant— for 
all chambers in the province—is 
raised $1500. The additional 
amount is for use of U.B.C. lab­
oratories during the summer 
months.

Added to grants this year is 
one of $5000 for metalurgic re­
search and tracing of strategic

Many Parts: The govern­
ment should be able to do all 
sorts of things it could not do 
before because of the mani­
fold duties of Hon. John Hart, 
the House has been informed 
by E. E. Winch, the statistical­
ly-minded veteran C.C.F. 
member for Burnaby. Ex­
plained Mr. Winch: "In his 
capacity as minister of fin­
ance, Mr. Hart could consult 
the premier, and should, of 
course, be able to obtain a 
favorable reply from him.” 
Mr. Hart is also the premier.

of estimates, Mr. 
said children should learn to 
know every ore iq the pro­
vince as an aid toward future 
mineral development.
"Everyone can’t become a 

prospector, but the knowledge 
so imparted would be of a great 
benefit to this province,” he said.

unerals.
MB

ouse Handles
Thirty-Six BillsI The Security Frauds Preven- 

I tion Act will never be scrapped 
[while he is Minister of Mines, 
declared Hon. Herbert Anscomb 
in the Legislature Wednesday.

The act, because it retarded 
mining development, should be 
“tom up by the roots,” Tom 
Love, Conservative for Grand

Lumbermen: Maybe you 
haven’t realized what a busi­
ness the collection, distribut­
ing and sale of Christmas 
trees has developed into in 
British Columbia. Reporting 
to the legislative forestry com­
mittee here, C. D. Orchard, 
Chief Forester, said that trees 
are taken out by the carload 
for sale in points as far east 
as New York. Louis LeBour- 
dais added that some Cariboo 
trees were sold In New Or­
leans last Christmas. There 
are, said Mr. Orchard, about 
five thousand trees to the car­
load, and several hundred 
carloads leave this province 
each year shortly before 
Christmas. They go from 
Vancouver Island and various

VICTORIA — (Staff Corres­
pondent)—Devoting most of one 
sitting to consideration of bills in 
various stages, the legislature 
dealt with thirty-six of them on 
Wednesday afternoon. Of the 
total, fifteen were new ones, the

during discussion of estimates.
The Criminal Code was suffi­
cient deterrent to law breakers,

thrown out,” said Mr. Ans­
comb.
“This act affects all sorts of 

promotions. All that would be 
necessary would be amendments 
to the mining section. The cri­
minal code is ureless in this case. 
The Security Frauds Prevention 
Act prevents persons breaking 
the law, the code nabs them only 
after they have broken it.”
Increase Grant

The B.C. Chamber ot Mines, 
in Vancouver, this year receives 
an increase in its grant and is 
doing “splendid work," said 
Hon. Herbert Anscomb, Minis­
ter of Mines, in the Legislature

Trades Schools Regulation, 
Vancouver Enabling, Bn- , 
claimed Money Deposits, In- : 
dustrial Conciliation and Arbi-j 
tration, Village Municipalities^ 
Municipal, Registered Nurses,! 
Home for the Aged, Shopy 
Regulations and Mental Hos-fl 
pliais.

Second reading was given tdj 
the Vancouver Incorporation 
Act, which extends time for lay.] 
ing of a claim against the city. 1 

An amendment to the Fisher! 
lea Act, given second reading,] 
would give the province power]

act, there is no differentation in
on Wedm

(i
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By AL WILLIAMSON
VICTORIA, B.C. — Forty- z 

eight tiring members of the 
Legislature were hopeful of 
getting back to their homes 
this weekend, 
but the ses- 

I sion goes on 
and on. It 

I cannot finish 
I now until 
| next week, 
i) probably 
| Wednes day.
3 Consideration 
I of only two 
g departments’ 

estimates has 
taken as 
much time as 
the total usu­
ally does. Premier John Hart 
put the House into night sit­
tings more than a week ago 
but the more sittings there' 
are, the more the members 
talk, it seems.

INVESTMENT: When Hon. 
R. L. Maitland, K.C., took 
over the attorney-generalship 
he planned tb economize in 
several branches of that de­
partment. The first major 
cut that came to hts mind was 
in the Game Department. It 
was one thing we could do 
without, he thought. But it 
isn’t so, as Mr. Maitland will 
now tell you. The depart­
ment is one of fèw that brings 
in a big revenue for compara­
tively little outlay. In addi­
tion to that, it is the branch 
of government which looks 
after one of our most valuable 
natural assets. Plentiful 
game will bring thousands of 
visitors to the province during 
peaceful times—both tourists 
and hunters—and they will 
leave millions of dollars in the 
province. Legislators who, 
during this session, have com­
plained about losses suffered 
by farmers due to prevalence 
of deer or pheasants are look­
ing through the wrong end 
of the telescope. Sure it 
sometimes riles a farmer to 
lose some of his crop, but 
those “pesky critters” are 
worth millions to this pro­
vince.

TO THE RESCUE: Hul
ing to Victoria Wednesday^ 
came the former attorney- 
general, Gordon S. Wismer, 
K.C., to watch the interests of 
some clients. It seems that 
some changes in the Fire 
Marshal’s Act as it governs 
motion picture projectionists 
are lying discussed in lobbies 
hereabouts and Mr. Wismer 
has for some years champion­
ed the projectionists. Rumor 
says he has a tough job on 
hand.
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Government To Retain Alternate Blocks

Opposition Backs Oil Drilling;
To Open Area On Royalty Basis

VICTORIA —(By Staff Correspondent) — C.C.F. oppo­
sition in the Legislature on Thursday gave its endorsation of 
the Peace River Oil Exploration as Hon. Herbert Anscombe, I 
Minister of Mines, announced introduction of a bill to open1 
the area tç private drilling on a royalty basis.

;riie bill is an amendment to Mr. Pattullo jumped up, “1 
the Coal and Petroleum Act and want to know definitely and un-™ 

| is expected to. open the area on equivocally if the C.C.F. is ing 
l a “checker board” basis with fevor of proceeding,” he said. $ 
the government retaining every There were several cries off 
alternate block. yes, from the C.C.F. benches j

Royalties would be on the with reiteration of support by 
basis of fifteen per «cent, de- Mr. Winch.

| scribed by the minister as two Tom Uphill joined conclusion 
| and one-half per cent higher 0f the debate to say he wouldn’t j 
! than anywhere in the west. oppose further exploration but 

A Art A thought the government should
uomg Mneaa go into the Fiathead district of

The minister’s announcement Fernie “where you can scoop 
and subsequent discussion which up oil on the surface and put in 
occupied full attèntion of the:your cars, Mr. Speaker.”
House for ninety minutes, indi­
cated the government’s inten­
tion of proceeding with oil ex­
ploration in the district.

Debate saw clashes between 
former Premier T. D. Pattullo 
and Attorney-General R. L.
Maitland over contents of the 
contract with the driller, be­
tween Sam Guthrie, C.C.F. Cow- 
ichan-Newcastle and Mr. Ans­
combe over retention of the area 
in government hands on behalf 
of the people, between Harold 
Winch and several Conservative 
back benchers over whether 
drilling should be continued.

Reviewing the history of the 
well, Mr. Anscombe said he was 
and always had been opposed to 
government’s entry into private 
business. But the present gov­
ernment in this case had gone 
into business and it was a situa­
tion that had to be faced as it 
existed.

He read a report by Do­
minion geologists saying drill­
ing had reached 5577 feet, re­
commending an additional || 
thousand feet of drilling and j 
adding the warning that there ? 
might be no conclusive re- Jj 
suits before 8000 feet. ,
Day Labor

Mr. Guthrie questioned the I 
wisdom of going on, on the pres-1 
ent contract basis. He urged use I 
of day labor.

•Wc should go ahead to seel 
whether there is oil there, bull 
on a day labor basis,” he said. I

The contractor would pro- | 
ceed either on a cost plus y 
basis or on a rig rental basis 5 
Mr. Anscombe said.

“It is obvious that this is de I 
finitely a gamble,” said R. C. j 
MacDonald, Dewdney Conserva ] 
tive.

“It is not a gamble in the true 
sense of the word,” said Mr.
Pattullo, who, with W. J. Assel- 
etine, former Minister of Mines, 
was frequently on his feet to 
joiri the debate.

“We have very good reason to j 
believe the oil is there,” Harold [
Winch declared. He believed 
the consensus of opinion was 
that the government should pro- 

i'oeed with the exploration.
“Whether we should do it in 

this bole or elsewhere to * 
matter for the exports not far 
electricians like myself,” he

B.C. To Continue 
Ottawa Bureau

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA — B.C. intends to 

continue a certain amount of 
tourist advertising and will 
also maintain its Ottawa repre­
sentation, it was revealed in the 
Legislature Thursday during 
discussion of estimates for the 
Department of Trade and In­
dustry.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal. Yale 
and Colin Cameron, C.C.F., 
Comox, both said they believed 
the government could abolish 
the department during the war.

Hon. Herbert Anscombe, Min­
ister of Trade and Industry, 
pointed out that several marked 
reductions had been made.

“I am not convinced that we 
should have no vote. We don't j 
know what may happen, nor j 
do we have to spend it,” the | 
minister added.
He spoke highly of work ac­

complished at Ottawa by W. 
Lloyd Craig, representative 
there, and was supported in this 
by T. D. Pattullo, W. J. Assel- 
stinc, and others.

E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena, 
thought it “preposterous that! 
we have to spend $10,000 
year to get our share of war 
orders.”
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• As 1 See It PGE UseBy ELMORE PHILPOTT
certain social changes advocated by the 
C.C.F. Most women are more interested in 
such things than are most men. That is one 
reason why I want to see more women in all 
democratic legislatures. If the ratio were 
roughly half and half, democracy would 
function with a lot more stable ballast, than 
it now does.

There would be less wars qpd better 
housing. There is enough material in the 
practical application of those ideas to pro­
vide the best political platforms ever writ­
ten. For one cannot abolish wars by saying 
one will have nothing to do with them. One 
cannot build new houses simply by saying 
they are needed.
Gathering Strength

The world of today is not something that 
we can properly boast about. But it is a 
bit ridiculous, not to say unchivalrous, to 
blame that on the women. And there is ex­
cellent ljlason to believe that when the 
smoke of battle and the hatreds of this war 
have cleared away it will be the women who 
will have a great part—perhaps the chief 
nart—in so changing things that it cannot 
hapoen again.

The reason why I expect women to play 
an ever increasing part in world government 
is that I expect democracy to come out on 
top; and the science of making democracy 
work is one in which women have more 
native ability than men.

So far the women have not got very far 
in politics partly because they are too lady­
like—and have waited for the men to pro­
pose to them that they should take half the 
jobs formerly held bv them—the men. Ex- 

Be he ever so

Hats Off Men
* Over and over again I have heard a re­
mark about this present legislature of British 
Columbia: On the whole it seems more level­
headed and commonsense 
than the last one.

Various reasons are ad- 
vanced for its higher level I '4
of intelligence. Some say T/
it’s the coalition that did it. jf
Some say the C.C.F. now IgEMH 
sees the day when it will IS? 
be in power, and have tqy r
deliver the goods, and so it *2 /
is talking more in terms of 
present facts and early jp '^8 *.
possibilities. But nobody |> W < 
much admits what is as *>«•■******'• 

plain as the very nose on its face.
That is, there are more women in this 

legislature than in the old one. And every

Coal, Not Oil
VICTORIA—By Staff Cor­

respondent) — Replaceemnt of 
T. D. Pattullo, K.C., and Charles 
Tupper as president and director 
of the P.G.E., and replacement 
of oil-burning equipment with 
coal-burning equipment occu­
pied attention of the Legislature 
almost simultaneously Thursday.

Considering estimates for the 
railway department, Dr. J. J. 
Gillis, Liberal, Yale, said it was ! 
“a shame” to use oil when it 
was so essential for war use. He ! 
asked if the government had 
considered conversion of locomo­
tives to coal, of which thére is 
“an ample supply” in B.C.

It had been considered, but 
the cost was very great, Hon. 
Herbert Anscomb, acting min­
ister, told the House.
Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader, 

then asked about the directorate.
Premier John Hart said the 

board of directors had not yet 
met to consider resignation of 
Mr. Pattullo and Mr. Tupper. 
The latter, a locomotive en­
gineer, was formerly Liberal 
member for Similkameen.

Third Party Risk1
Back In Motor Act

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA — Reinstatement 

of the "third party” risk in the 
Motor Vehicle Act was disclos­
ed in the Legislature late Thurs­
day when a bill was introduced 
by Hon. R. L. Maitland, Attor­
ney-General. The section en-

cuse me ladies while I smile, 
much a gentleman, he will fight like the 
wildest western steer before handing over 
his job. He may raise his hat, give ud his 
seat in the bus—he may even never say an 
unkind word about women drivers—but as 
for handing over his job in politics or anv 
place else—not on your life. So ladies, if 
yw nmnt thrm you have to take them.

Labor Ad
(By Staff Correspondent) 

VICTORIA— Representations 
made by labor groups last week 
to the Legislative Labor Com­
mittee are “contentious” and 
many do not meet with his ap­
proval, Hon. George S. Pear- 
sen, Labor Minister, said in the 
Legislature Thursday.

The suggestions had as their 
objective, amendments to the In­

dustrial Conciliation and Arbi- ' 
tration Act.

“It is my opinion that legisla­
tion should not be opened this 
session,” said the minister, “be­
cause of the shortness of timé: 
and the fact that considerable ! 
thought should be given to it. In 
addition, there is increasing en­
croachment by federal author-
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je People Tell Me
By AL WILLIAMSON

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1942

People Tell Me
VICTORIA—The main at­

traction was moved from the 
j Assembly Hall to the oak 
I and cedar-panelled commit- 
I tee rooms of the Legislature 
yesterday when the Public 

| Accounts and the Mining 
I committees held field days. 

Capt. C. S.
Leary, form-
e r minister 
of public 
works, had to 
answer a 
number of 
questions i n 
the Public 
Works Com­
mittee when 
members ask­
ed about the 
ferry he pur­
chased from 
the govern­
ment for $20, then rented to 
the government for $8 a day. 
As a leading citizen of his 
Arrow Lakes community, 
Captain Leary’s business has 
many ramifications. Even he 
must find it difficult to keep 
track of everything. Commit­
tee members found it all 

| “amusin’ but confusin’.”

WATCHDOG: “You might 
I as well put a policeman in 
every automobile to see that 
motorists know how to drive.” 
That was the way G. S. El- 
dridge, Vancouver assayer, 
described the connection be­
tween the Security Frauds 
Prevention Act and the min­
ing industry. C. S. Arnold, 
who is a lawyer, but who 
once * ran a silver mine, said 

! that if the act wasn’t revised 
1 there would not be any mines 
left in British Columbia after

the 14 operating at present 
had petered out. No others 
would start up because of ob­
stacles the act put in the Way 
of financing. “The people want 
to gamble on mining,” he told 
the Mining Committee. “It’s 
just like a horse race, only 
you usually get a better re­
turn from a mine.” A. N. 
Wolverton, A. E. Jukes and 
others supported him. The 
committee adjourned at the 
call of Chairman Frank Put­
nam. It looks as though the 
act is going to be revised 
very soon. The committee 
was so impressed that it sat 
for nearly four hours to hear 
representations from interest­
ed persons.

THAT’S THAT: Members 
shook their heads when Gor­
don Wismer came racing over 
here to throw a monkey 
wrench Into Louis LeBour- 
dais’ motion picture machin­
ery. Louis was sponsoring 
an amendment to the Fire 
Marshal Act which would 
have eliminated one of the two 
projectionists now in motion 
picture theatres. Mr. Wismer 
got that put into the laws 
some years ago and was not 
going to see it thrown out 
without a fight. When he ar­
rived on Wednesday he found 
the government benches ar­
rayed against him. But by 
Thursday he had “explained” 
the act to so many of them 
that it is now probable the 
bill will be withdrawn. “It 
is last-minute legislation of 
too controversial a nature to 
be dealt with without due 
consideration,” as one digni­
fied legislator put it.”

IÉÉ1

3y AL WILLIAMSON
VICTORIA—From now on, 

only one Crown Counsel will 
appear at the Assizes in Van­
couver. Hon. R. L. Maitland,
K.C., has been putting a 
finger on ex- 

I penditures by 
| previous gov­

ernments and 
I wiping out 
| some of the 

gravy. Now it 
I is a case of 
j every man 
(for himself.
The recent 

I practise of a 
1 p r o s e c utor 

and assistant 
I for every As- 
! size has been 

done away with. Mr. Maitland 
I has chosen his counsel for the 
j upcoming sitting of the court 
I —a prominent K.C.—but has 

to consult the gentleman be­
fore making any announce­
ment. Considerable import­
ance is attached to the Spring 

S Assizes because there will be 
J two murder cases on the list.

Obstacle: Mr. Maitland will 
not be arriving in Vancouver 
this morning as usual. He is 
staying on here for a meeting 
of the executive council to 
deal with plea of Vancouver 
General Hospital for special 
aid in construction of a new 
wing. Mr. Maitland is going to 
assist the delegation in laying 
before the council the follow­
ing problem: Some time ago 
the hospital directors decided 
to build a badly-needed wing 
at a cost of $400,000. Nego­
tiations were started and fin­
ally the city council an­
nounced it would put up half 
the sum if the provincial gov­
ernment put up a similar 
amount. But that was a couple 
of years ago. Since then, build­
ing costs have mounted tre­
mendously, many necessary 
materials have become scarce 
and expensive. The wing will 
cost considerably more than 
the original amount—will the 
government raise the ante?

Out For Keeps? Froi 
J departments in Van]
I has come to the Paj 
I Buildings a brawny delega- 
] tion that would amend the 
I New Westminster and Victoria 
I Superannuation Act to pre- 
I vent re-hiring by any of these 
I police forces of a man who 
I has been superannuated. The 
I delegation has been here a 
I couple of days, but hasn’t 
I given up hope yet. Chief ob- 
| stacle to the delegation’s 
■ hopes is the war. Government 
I members point out that there 
J may be a major disaster here 
I as a result of the war, extra 
I policemen might be needed 
J and the logical men to get 
I would be those with many 
I years of training in the force

of the affected area. The dele- { 
gallon's idea is to obtain pro- a 
motion of r.ien within the | 
ranks by retirement at a cer- | 
tain age—with assurance that y 
the retirement is permanent, j 
The war doubles their task.

Back To Work: The Houa 
got over a lull brought on by I 
the boredom of interminable j 
debate and on Friday sat far j 
into the night in an effort to J 
reach prorogation by not | 
later than the middle of next j 
week. The chances looked | 
good last night. To speed the - 
business, the executive coun­
cil will sit this morning and 
there will probably be both 
day and night sittings for the_ 
balance of the sessi

--------------- --- - - —-----------

Relief In Femie 
Was A Scandal'

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, B. C.—Distribu- j 

tion of relief in Femie during i 
depths of the depression was a I 
scandal, Hon. George S. Pear- ! 
son, minister of labor, told the ; 
Legislature Friday in a brief 
clash with Tom Uphill, inde-1 
pendent member for Femie. ■

“There are people in Femie 
who should have been in jail,” 
he said.

“Why, does the honorable 
member know there was a man 
getting relief in Fernie who had 
a son going to the university?”

Mr. Uphill said he did.
“Certainly it was a scandal, 

Mr. Speaker,” the Femie mem­
ber said. “But all those that 
were prosecuted were adherents 
of the Liberal party. There are 
still scandalous goings on there.”

The argument started when 
Mr. Uphill asked if the minister 
had been responsible for sending 
James Shilling, of his depart­
ment to Fernie as relief adminis-

“If you are, I wish you’d sent 
him somewhere else,” said Mr. 
Uphill.

.“I sent Jim Shilling up there 
because he’s a tough little guy 
and he cleaned up that situa­
tion,” said the minister.

Relief Roll Drop 
Brings Reduction 
In Dept. Staffs
_ (By Staff Correspondent) _

VICTORIA, B.C. — Reduc­
tion of relief rolls is bringing 
about reduction in staffs of 
the Relief Department, Hon. 
George S. Pearson, minister 
of Labor, told the House on 
Friday, in reply to a question 
by Sam Guthrie, C.C J. Cow- 
ichan-Newcastle.

In Vancouver, the staff had 
been reduced by 50 in one 
year, he said, in demonstra­
tion of his point. “Bad man 
that I am, I still feel sympa­
thetic toward the man who is 
looking for a job. For that 
reason I hesitate to make 
drastic cuts,” the minister
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[Pearson, C.C.F. 
Clash Over Act

j C.C.F. Members Differ Over Wisdom Of Proyision

VICTORIA — (By Staff Cor- 
respondent) — Hon. George S.
Pearson, Minister of Labor, was 
told it was “time to quit stall­
ing” over amendments to the 
Industrial Conciliation Act, by 
Sam Guthrie, C.C.F. member, in 
the legislature on Friday during 
debate on the labor department 
estimates.

“If you think I am stalling, 
you don’t know me,” said the 
minister.

“The trouble is that there is^^^"®^ 
too much interest in organiza­
tion of labor, and not enough I 
interest in the employees in this! 
province.”

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F. for 
Mackenzie, said that “almost all 
trades unions in the province 
are dissatisfied with the act as 
at present constituted.”

He was supported by most of 
the C.C.F. members in lengthy 
debate that followed*.

The minister reiterated his 
previous announcement that the 
act was too important to open 
at this late stage of the session.

Fear Motor Ad Amendment To Hit Ride Thumbers
VICTORIA, B.C.— (BUP) 

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
North Vancouver, put up a stout 
fight for servicemen and war 
workers who may lose their 
chincés of “thumbing a lift” to 
work in town through an 
amendment to the Motor Vehicle 
Act.
J The bill, which passed third 
Reading, permits passengers in 
private cars to sue for damages 
for injuries due to “gross neg­
ligence” of the driver.

One successful damage suit

will cut off all free rides,” Mrs. 
Steeves warned.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Co- 
mox, said many lumbermen 
and sailors in his constituency 
would lose their lifts to work 
if car owners were frightened 
out of generosity by the act.
Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader, 

claiming “we don’t regiment 
opinion in this party,” opposed 
his colleagues, saying “we need 
this provision if workers are 
not covered by workmen’s com-

to and

I
pensation while going 
from their jobs.”

Attorney General Maitland 
said it was intolerable that in­
jured passengers should have no 
redress when the driver was at 8 
fault. Proof of “prudent care” 
would excuse a driver, he said.

Louis LeBourdais, Liberal, 
Cariboo, said “there’s no danger 
of a lawsuit in Victoria. Nobody 
picks up anybody here.”

T. D. Pattullo objected, de­
claring, “I pick people up”. el

By AL WILLIAMSC
SANDS OF TIME: For more 

than 40 years a smal} hour­
glass has stood on the desk in 
front of Mr. Speaker in the 
Legislature at Victoria, its j.|j 
purpose shrouded in almost ||| 
as much mys-

B.C. 'Council Of Twelve' 
To Map Post War Plans

m
SAYS HART OnTy

B.C. TREASURER
VICTORIA, B.C. — (By Staff 

Correspondent) — Definition of 
the ..titles “premier” and “prime 
minister” formed subject of a 
brief debate in the Legislature 
Friday night as a tired House 
moved through consideration of 
estimates.

Mr. Pattullo rose ' to inform 
the House that “prime minister” 
was taken from the Latin and 
“premier” from the French. No 
one, he declared, ever heard Sir 
Wilfred Laurier spoken of as 
"prime minister.” Turning to 
Hon. John Hart, he added, in 
conclusion:

“You call yourself premier 
and minister of finance but 
really you are only provincial 
treasurer.”

government 
of only one

tery as its 
origin. But 
the latter has 
now been 
cleared up by 
Mr. Justice 
Denis Mur­
phy, who was 
partly respon­
sible for plac­
ing it there.
His Lordship 
was in Op­
position in the 
Legislature in 
1901 when, the 
had a majority 
member. During passage of 
an important bill, Mr. Speaker 
of the day held up proceedings 
until the one-man majority 
was found and brought into 
the House. The Opposition 
searched through constitution­
al history, found that Mr. 
Speaker could hold up a mo­
tion only so long as the sand 
ran through an hour-glass. 
That night an hour-glass was 
obtained in Victoria and next 
day the subject was intro­
duced to Hon. James Duns- 
muir, then premier. He told 
the Opposition—if it was so 
sure of its ground—to produce 
an hour-glass then and there. 
The Opposition did. ceremoni­
ously placed it on Mr. Speak­
er’s desk. It’s been there ever

VICTORIA B C.—(BUP)—Two important government 
„ measures dealing with war-time tax arrangements and post­
il war planning were introduced in the afternoon sitting of 

UJIU) II— BWIWWfTiliillt 4" Legislature Monday.

Winch Assails 
Pharmacy Body

VICTORIA, B.C.—(BUP)— 
I sharp attack on the operation

the pharmaceutical council, con­
trolling pharmacy throughout 
the province, was voiced in 

| Legislature Monday afternoon 
! by Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader, 
! in debate on the Provincial 
| Secretary Department estimates.

“The pharmaceutical act is 
I not being used to build up 
pharmacy into a profession,”
Winch charges.

mm

laboratories 
IFire Hazard'

It is merely 
$ being used to keep general 

trading stores open after hours 
and to evade minimum wage 
laws of the province.”

“Apprentices have told me 
they do not receive pharma­
ceutical training. They are 
only store clerks in a general 
store, yet they get paid less 
than other clerks,” Winch

VICTORIA — (BUP)—Strong 
I criticism of the accommodation I 
I provided for provincial health 
I laboratories on Hornby Street,
I Vancouver, was voiced in Legis- 
I Mature Monday by A. J. Turner,
I C. C. F., Vancouver-East, in de- 
I bate on estimates. J
I “The laboratories are in three 
I old houses linked by corridors,”
I he .said, “clean, pure air, so nec- 
I essary to the work, is almost 

impossible to get. There is a I 
I bad fire hazard and no staff ac- 
! commodation and .workers are I 
I crowded into the halls,” Turner |

Winch demanded a full in- 
! vestigation of the whole situa- 
! tion with possible control by 
j the Health Department.

“Too many druggists are diag- 
jj nosing. That is a bad practice 
I in any event. It is a vicious one 
| if the store hasn’t even a dis- 
! pensary,” Winch said. He re- 
$ ferred to such a “drug store” in 
I Victoria.

The first measure was an “act 
to -authorize and implement an 
agreement between the Domin­
ion and the province,” which 
would set up the wartime income 
tax arrangements.

The other measure was “an 
act to make provision for ad 
vance planning of rehabilitation 
measuress, industrial reorganiza­
tion and employment projects 
designed to meet post-war meas­
ures.”
Tax Agreement

The Dominion-provincial tax 
A | agreement was drawn up some 
ofB time ago by the two govern- 

L ments and empowers the provin­
cial government to carry out its 
part of the arrangement where­
by in return for a fixed grant, 
the Dominion government re­
ceives full revenue from income 
and corporation taxes. Provin­
cial revenue, from the gasoline 
tax at the amount received in 
1940 is guaranteed by the agree­
ment.

The “post-war rehabilitation 
act” provides for appointment of 
a council of 12 who will formu- 
late plans for training returned 
servicemen for civilian occupa­
tion, “take action” in respect of 
workers thrown out of employ­
ment through cessation of war 
industries, survey resources of 
the province with a view to find­
ing occupations for such re­
turned men and war workers, in­
vestigate the establishment of 
new industries and farming and 
economic opportunities for the 
post-war period.

Gd
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Gargrave Charges

'Company Towns 
Neglect A.R.P.'

VICTORIA, B. C.—(BUP)— 
Complaints that air raid precau­
tions were being neglected in 
“company towns” and demands 
that the provincial government 
investigate the situation were 
voiced in the Legislature Tues­
day by Herbert Gargrave, C. C.
F., Mackenzie.

“I am glad you brought it to 
my attention. I will look into 
it,” Attorney-General Maitland 
replied.

: ""
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'Must Be More Careful of Fire Than Evbr'—■Gray

Forests Face ‘New Danger’ in War)
VICTORIA, B.C. — (BUP)— 

Lands Department estimates 
amounting to $1,646,610 passed 
at the afternoon sitting of the 
House Tuesday, followed by Fin­
ance Department estimates to­
talling $1,954,251.

Debate on the forest protec­
tion fund in the lands estimates 
brought queries frorh Colin 
Cameron, C.C.F., Comox and 
Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, regarding preparations 
for reforestation and fire pro­
tection.

“The Department is glad to 
co-operate^ with logging com­
panies in selective logging ex­
periments,” Lands Minister 
Wells Gray said.

“We have all kinds of equip­
ment to take care of normal 
forest protection requirements,” 
Gray said.

In regards to reforestation, 
Gray said “what’s going to hap­
pen before the end of the war 
is of more concern at present 
than reforestation.”

“This year we must be more| 
careful of fire than ever, espe-1 
cially from war causes,” Gray! 
said.

Cameron suggested high! 
school boys be recruited to helps 
guard the forests against “the| 
new danger.” Gray replied the j| 
matters had been taken up with | 
Ottawa but the Dominion did | 
not quite approve the plan.

Details could not be revealed, | 
he said, but negotiations were g 
continuing.

:.X1

faste. Patronage In Public Works 
l Hit By Department's New Head

VICTORIA, B.C.— (BUP) — 
“Waste, extravagance, favorit­
ism and patronage” in the pub­
lic works department were at­
tacked bjP Hon. Rolf Bruhn, re­
cently appointed public works 
minister, in a statement Tuesday 
in which he outlined establish­
ment of a highway board com­
posed of department engineers 
who will advise oji construction 
programmes, discipline, speci-, 
fications and expenditure.

“What’s the use of beating
I around the bush?” the coalition 
minister demanded.

“Ever since the beginning 
of the party system there has 
been waste, extravagance, 
favoritism and patronage, 
which should not be permit­
ted.”

| System Wrong
Our system of letting con­

tracts, purchasing of plant, 
material, etc., must be correct­
ed,” Bruhn said. “Some officials 
have too much to do, while 
others have too little. There is 
a shortage of equipment and 
much of it is not satisfactory and 
not spread to the best ad­
vantage.”

The minister declared the 
blame for unsatisfactory work­
ing of the public works depart­
ment could not be laid on the 
staff.

“The truth is,” he said, “we 
are all to blame.”

‘.‘Beyond doubt there is too 
much interference by irrespon­
sible parties, having in many I 
cases tneir own selfish interests | 
to serve.”

Some of the appointees to the | 
service are not entirely satis­
factory, and there are too many l 
official cars on the road, Bruhn | 
complained. >,

In making these statements, I 
wish to assure the honorable 
members of the house that I am 
not trying to lay the blame on 
apy particular party or indi­
vidual,” Bruhn said. “These are |

matters which I have pointed 
out on the floor of the legisla­
ture on many occasions.”

Bruhn, who recently returned i ! 
to his office after a lengthy 
illness, described how creation i 
of the highway board from 
senior engineers of the depart­
ment would “correct whatever 
is necessary and improve 
wherever possible the adminis­
tration of public works, to the 
end that we may have a better 
service and finer highways”.

Session's End Expected Thursday

'Laying Up Trouble For Ourselves,' 
Mrs. Sleeves On War Time Housing

VICTORIA, B.C.—(BUP)—Passage of all departmental 9 
and supplementary estimates was completed at the after- r* 
noon sitting of the Legislature Tuesday as the end of the
session, expected Thursday, appeared in sight.

During debate on municipal1 
3 t| affairs estimates, E. E. Winch,

S ! ■ < •!* •
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Seven B.C. Members 
On Post War Board

VICTORIA, B.C. —(BUP) — 
The post - war rehabilitation 
board in British Columbia will 
consist of seven members from 
the House “to start with” Prem­
ier John Hart announced in the 
Legislature Tuesday night.

“At least two of the members 
will be from the opposition,” he 
added, “and the board will be 
appointed very shortly.”

Peace River Oil Bill Advances 
Despite Opposition, Pattullo I

VICTORIA, B. C.—(BUP)— 
In the third formal division of 
the session, the House Tuesday 
passed second reading of the 
Coal and Petroleum Act amend­
ment which will empower the 
gQvernment to lease the Peace 
River oil properties to private 
interests.

The bill would also raise oil 
royalties from' two and one-half 
to 15 per cent.

A prolonged debate marked 
passage of the second reading.

The division was called by

former Premier T. D. Pattullo, 
father of the whole Peace River 
oil venture, to record his pro­
test against the Hll. The divis­
ion showed the Cfc C. F. opposi­
tion, supported %y Tom Uphill, 
Labor, Fernie/ solidly against 
the measure. The rest of the 
House voted in favor, 30 to 16.

Minister of Education H. G. 
Perry stoutly defended the bill, 
saying that if the province did 
not have money available to de­
velop the oil area, it had no 
right to withold it from specu­
lative private development

C.C.F., Burnaby, charged Muni­
cipal Affairs Minister Wells 
Gray and the commissioner he 
had appointed were “delin­
quent” in not restoring a reeve 
and council to Burnaby this 
year.

“The people want the coun­
cil back ” Winch asserted.

“Burnaby is in better shape 
under a commissioner than it 
was under reeve and council,” 
Gray replied. “Expectations 
are that the council will be 
restored next year,” he added.

A final attack on war-time 
housing was made by Mrs. 
Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., North 
Vancouver, as the estimates de 
bate drew to a close.

"To Regret It'
“We’re laying up trouble for 

ourselves in the future,” she 
warned. “There is no long 
range planning and we’re going 
to regret it.”

Mrs. Steeves charged the na­
tional housing plan providing 
permanent dwellings was oust­
ed in favor of Wartime Housing 
Limited The result, she said, 
was that poor quality homes 
were being put up all across the 
country, which later would 
prove unsatisfactory.

The operations of the North 
Vancouver ferry also came un­
der attack by the C.C.F. mem­
ber. She cited a case where the 
ferry engineer died half an hour 
after the ferry docked.

“It could have happened as
the ship docked with a ter­

rible catastrophe to the 
crowded ferry,” she said.
Mrs. Steeves said only one 

man was in the engineroom at 
the time. She asked that the 
government see that an extra 
man was present for an emerg­
ency.Minister Wells Gray agreed | 
«/Hh Mrs. Steeves and said it a
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|| To Eas<$ The Shock |B.C. Emphasizes!
1 Defense NeedsB.C. legislators have been considering a measure 

lor post war rehabilitation. In official language it is 
described as ‘‘an act to make provision for advance 
planning of rehabilitation measures, industrial reor­
ganization and employment projects designed to meet 
post war measures.”

At first glance it may seem futile to be planning for
i the peace when we have yet to win the war and when Harold Winch before proroga­

te our vision of ‘things to come’ is seen but darkly, through 
the smoke of battle. Yet, if there is anything certain I

I yo

I tb about the post war it is this—the change from war to S 
de peace will constitute as terrific a jolt upon our economic ^ 
est structure as was the transition from peace to war.

Planning now tô ease that jolt as much as possible j| 
is only common sense.

The scope of the B.C. measure suggests a practical t 
program and one that could be geared to a Nation P(gt 
War Plan. . 1

If we cap organize Canada for the destructive enter- ^ 
prises of war then assuredly we can organize Canada for 
the constructive enterprises of peace.

Also, if post war planning is worthwhile in the limit­
ed provincial sphere then it is nine times more worth­
while on a federal basis. War and unemployment are 
national problems.

VICTORIA, B.C. — (BUP) —1 
I joint resolution by the gov- ] 
eminent and the opposition w* 
submitted to the House by Prem- 1 
ier John Hart and C.C.F. leader

tion Thursday afternoon.
The resolution read:
“This Legislature Assembly I 

of British Columbia, conscious 
of the gravity of the war and | 
more particularly in its relation­
ship to the ' security of the 
people of the province of British 
Columbia, consider it our 
solemn duty to call the attention 
of the Federal Government of 
Canada to the immediate neces­
sity of completing the strongest 
and fullest measures of defence 
against our enemies.”

1

Mi

IC.C.F. University 
Rejected By House

VICTORIA, B.C.—(BUP)—Representation on the Uni­
versity board of governors came under fire Wednesday 
night in the Legislature as Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
North Vancouver, urged an amendment to the B.C. Univer­
sity Act. The measure failed to pass second reading.

The bill provided for four

Report Causes 
Clash In House
VICTORIA, B.C.—(BUP) - 

! C.C.F. leader Harold Winch call- 
led for a division Wednesday 
j afternoon in appealing from a 
j decision of Mr. Speaker, ruling 
I out of order Winch's amendment 
I to the public accounts committee 
| report.

The vote was lost on straight ! 
(party lines 29 to 14.

The amendment/ asked that | 
(the committee’s report be not! 
I received by the House and pre-1 
Icipitated hot debate on matters 1 
I that had çome up during the! 
I committee’s meetings. B
J Win=h, Colin Cameron, Grant 
l*acNeil and H. W. Herridge, all 
1C.CJ. members, reviewed sug- 
I gestions of patronage in the 
■Kaslo-Slocan and other ridings 
(which had been investigated in 
(committee. They protested that 
(they had not been permitted to 
j ™e * “ùnority report covering 
( the material. 6

I members of the board to repre 
1 sent the B.C. Teachers’ Federa­
tion, the Parent-Teachers’ Fed- 
! eration, the Farmers’ Institutes 
j of B.C., and organized labor.

“There’s rather a radical 
element over there in the Uni­
versity,” Dr. J. J. Gillis, Lib­
eral, Yale, said. “Fd like to 
see a clergyman on the board.”
“The people of the province 

I don't feel they have any say in 
I their university,” Mrs. Laura 
1 Jamieson, C.C.F., Vancouver- 
! Centre complained. “This bill 
I would have changed that.”

H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
I George, said there already was 
$ wide representation on the sen- 
! ate as well as the board of gov- 
I ernors.

mmm

Amend Uphill's 
Internee Motion

VICTORIA.—(BUP)—A re 
lution by Tom Uphill, Labor j 
member for Femie, asking that j 
the legislature recommend 
Ottawa that internees in Canada | 
be given the opportunity to aid j 
the Dominion’s war effort, was j 
passed with an amendment 
the legislature Thursday.

The amendment, introduced 1 
by H. G. Perry, Liberal member j 
for Fort George, asked that the j 
provincial attorney-general in-1 
vestigate cases of all B.C. resi- j 
dents who have been interned \ 
under federal regulations.

C ; v. ■

| ‘Patronage Loophole'
Winch protested the report

“an official ad- * 
•tad govern-

ways called on purchases”;__
that the “Minister of Agricul-1 
lure does not use the purchasing I 
agents services in trading in’ de-1 
partmental used cars.”

“There is too much dirty linen | 
washed in the House,” C. S. | 
I-eary, L , Kaslo-Slocan, declar-1 
ed. “These are dirty, low-down I 
tactics.”

The committee report recom-. 
are allows, mended that tenders be record- I 

allowed to ed for all purchases over *100 |
vtdu«ble accounts re-1 

cords he removed to a place of I

FLIP: The way Canadian 
Airways is shooting planes 
back and forth between Vic­
toria these days you certainly 
can get around. Take the case 
of Hen R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
our new attorney-general. Mr. 
Maitland had breakfast as 
usual in Victoria yesterday 
morning, was in his office iq 
the Parliament Buildings for 
some time, attended the Board 
of Trade luncheon here 
(spending three hours in Van­
couver) and then returned to 
Victoria in time for proroga­
tion of the Legislature at 3 
p.m. Then he returned to his 
office for more work.

Legislature Asks 
| Total War' Stand

VICTORIA, B. C.—(BUP)—A| 
I resolution of J. A Paton, Con-1 
| servative. Point Grey, introduced I 
j at the first day of this Legis-1 
I lature, recommending that the | 
I House urge the Federal govem- 
I ment to implement total war as I 
I its pledge to the 26 Nations' Pact I 
I of Jan. 1, 1942, passed the House I 
1 unanimously Thursday after-1 
J noon. A “call for total war” | 
| made to Ottawa by the Canadian I 
I Legion recently, was also sup- I 
I netted.
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HOUSE PROTEST
Frank Discussion of Air Raid 

Precautions Matters May 
Follow Move

-The outspoken remarks of Harold 
E. Winch, leader of the official Op­
position in the British Columbia 
Legislature, who referred to air raid 
precautions in the budget debate on 
Thursday evening, were taken up 
yesterday in the same spirit in 
which they had been offered Pre­
mier John Hart informed Mr. Winch 
that his letter had been forwarded 
to Federal authorities at Ottawa 
dealing with A.R.P. services.

A copy of the same letter sent to 
the general officer commanding in 
this defence area, it was unofficially 
learned, was being treated with the 
same consideration; and might be 
productive of an invitation to Mr. 
Winch to meet defence authorities 
at an informal gathering for a 
frank discussion of the whole mat­
ter- iCO-ORDINATION 

Meanwhile, in the Legislature, the 
Provincial Government took the 
first occasion offering to show what 
preliminary steps have been taken 
in regard to civilian protection on 
this coast. Attorney-General Mait­
land announced that recent con­
versations with Col. R. J. Manion 
had done much to clear the air, and 
to co-ordinate united efforts here. 
Mr. Maitland showed that $100,000 
of special equipment had already 
been supplied by the Dominion, and 
that another $100,000 worth was now 
on the way.

Exchanges in the budget debate 
during the week served to bring 
both sides of the Legislature much 
closer together than had been the 
case since the session opened.

a

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1942

COST OF LIVING BONUS

It Is axiomatic to expect that the Government 
of British Columbia will pay a cost of living bonus 
to those of its civil servants within the salary 
maximum set for this purpose by the Federal 
Administration. That no announcement has 
been forthcoming to this effect can only mean 
that the intention is to make provision for such 
a bonus in the supplementary estimates. The 
Dominion itself has set the example, and it is one 
which logically would have to be adopted by all 
provincial administrations, since it is expected 
that all industrial firms and many other mediums 
of employment will follow suit. This cost of living 
bonus has already gone into effect on a wide scale 
throughout the country. Action by the British 
Columbia Government should not be delayed any 
longer. There is the belief, as well, that in this 
Province it should be made retroactive to the date 
set by the Dominion Government for its institu­
tion. In the Provincial Civil Service there are 
many low salaries and the recipients are nbw 
experiencing much difficulty because of the 
heights to which the cost of living has risen. 
They are deserving of the consideration that is 
being given to the vast bulk of other types of 
employees throughout the Dominion. To pass 
them over at this time might well have the effect

ÏH of reducing the calibre of those who would have 
any desire to join the Provincial Civil Service 
in the future.

M®
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Amend Divorce Law—Attorney- 
General Maitland introduced a bill 
at the afternoon sitting of the 
Legislature yesterday to amend the 
Divorce and Matrimonial Cases Act 
by the addition of one clause. The 
clause would validate second mar­
riages by divorced persons, con­
tracted after the granting of de­
crees absolute but before the expiry 
of the time limit for appeal against 
such decisions, in such cases where 
no appeal was in fact taken. The 
clause refers to marriages solemnized 
before January 31, 1942. Firet read­
ing followed.

'

Committees Working—The social
welfare committee of the Legislature 
will meet at 9 a.m. today, in con­
tinuation of jits programme. Yes­
terday in the House, the operation 
of the existing Securities Act, as It 
bears on mining, was referred to 
the mining committee, on the mo­
tion of Hon. Herbert Anscomb, 
Minister of Mines. Other commit­
tees have also filed notices of meet-

FIRST SESSION 
NEARING CLOSE

j Week to Ten Days May See | 
Prorogation in British Co­

lumbia Legislature

Prorogation of the first session of 
Ethe Twentieth Legislature in from a 
\week to ten days’ time seemed prob­
able yesterday as the House enjoyed 
jits fourth week-end recess. With 
ft main debates over and one-quarter 
#of Provincial expenditures for the 

À coming year already approved, the 
Inew Dominion-Provincial agreement 
I remained as the chief business be- 
ifore British Columbia legislators. 
gThe bill Incorporating the agree- 

lent is expected to be presented 
| shortly In the House.

Resuming at 3 p.m. tomorrow, the 
I House is expected to continue in 
I double sittings, with legislation and 
I motions In the afternoon and esti- 
I mates review at night. Legislation 
I already before the House has been 
I mainly of a minor character and is 
| well advanced towards completion.

COALITION WORKING
The session so far has shown the 

I new Coalition Ministry working co- 
I operatively, with both Liberals and 
I Conservatives supplying strength to 
j the combination, and with united 
B support from their respective parties 
| in the House.

In the coming week, the Législa­
ture is expected to conclude estl- 
I mates review, and most, it not all, 
I of the legislative programme. House 
I committees have been sitting for two 
I weeks, and are nearing the comple- 
I tlon of their work. The formation 
8 of a permanent postwar committee 
g by statute, to deal with réhabilita - 
8 tlon matters, was the outstanding 
| announcement last week from the 
1 Government side.

I piWÊgSiïaà&ïïm
SAMSUNG AT COMMOTION CREEK

■

The Provincial Government is acting in the I® 
1 interest of the taxpayers when it can increase 6$ 
j the revenues it derives from natural resources ifi 
j without any additional imposts. That can hardly Re 
I be said, however, when It engages in any gambling |S 
j venture with the taxpayers’ money. The drilling || 
j for oil at Commotion Creek has involved a heavy m 
j gamble. During the past four years a sum of m 
j $400,000 has been spent and there Is an appropria- 
j tlon of $100,000 In the coming year’s estimates to if 

continue the work. Geological experts have ex­
amined the ground. For two years, following their 
report, drilling has been In progress. The experts 
predicted that the Peace River shales would be 
encountered at 3,300 feet. Now, says Mr. Assel- 
etine, former Minister of Mines In the Pattullo 
Government, “the hole Is down 5,500 feet and the 
shales have not been encountered. At 3,900 feet 
the slope changed from 8 or 9 degrees to between 

Hi 80 and 90 degrees. Serious cross-fracturing, or 
the top of a cone, had been encountered. The 
character of the rock changed at this horizon to 
an extremely hard kind, and this Is continuing.’’

The former Government was quite'honest in Its 
conviction that oil would be found at Commotion 
Creek. It based Its opinion on the advice of ex­
perts but the prediction of the latter has not been 
fulfilled, and, In the drilling that has been done, 
there Is no encouragement that oil will be struck. 
From the beginning, this enterprise was not one 
in which a Government should engage because It 
was and remains a gambling venture. It should 
have been left to private enterprise. The latter 
was willing to undertake it over twenty years ago 
when such an offer was made by Anglo-Perslan 
oil Interests. That offer was refused, a reserve 
was placed on the Peace River lands and the 
Provincial Government had geological examina­
tions made In a desultory way. If the $100,000 
now In the Estimates Is spent during the next 

; fiscal year then half a million dollars will have 
been sunk In the gamble. In these times of op- 

j presslve taxation such a speculative Investment Is 
’ not warranted. There is little doubt that the 
taxpayers wish it to come to an end. All they 
can do now Is to take their losses without throw' 
tag good money after bad.

03926142
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In the Attoméy-Oen- 
ersl e Depsrtment call for *1977,- 
♦13, compared with $2367327 leat 
year.

The main vote» Include, Provin­
cial Police, 11.013,ISO; game branch, 
$220,760; county Jail», •211,2*1; land 
registry offlcea. $127071; »dmlnl-j 
«tration of Juetlce, $«$,000; Supreme 
and County Courte, $««,915; gen­
eral office, $30,682; companies | 
branch, $23,674; securities branch. 
$24370: fire marshal's branch, $20.- 
54; dim censorship, $11368; sheriffs' 
offices, $25,063; official administra­
tor. $13,040; official guardian, $3332; 
minister's office, $13300. and mlscel-1 
laneous votes of $54,120.

Under

Legislature Passes
TO BE HEARDBudget Items in Day 

Of General Business Will Outline Objections to 
Present Securities Act 

Before CommitteeDffiirtinenlal Outlays for Coining Fiscal Year Arc 
Rsreinsrd by House, Sitting as (Committee on 

Way* and Means—Double Sittings Continue The mining committee of the Leg- 9 
l&iatore decided yesterday to call 9 
representative mining men before it I 
to air their objections to the present 9 
Security Frauds Prevention Act.

At the suggestion of W, J. Assel- g 
stine 'Liberal Premier» the commit- 8 
tee will endeavor to ascertain where 1 
the division between the work of the 1 
Department of Mines and the securi- | 
ties branch lies.

Mr. Asselstine made his proposal | 
after T. A. Love -Conservative, | 
Grand Porks-Greenwood » told the B 
committee that the Department of | 
Mines, using an estimate appearing | 
in its 1914 report, had informed po- F 
tential American backers of the r 
Mother Lode Mine. Greenwood, that | 
the property had only 50,000 tons of I 
ore available. Since then. Mr. Love § 
declared, developers of the Mother | 
Lode have taken out 667.000 tons of | 
ore, and more is in sight.

TAKE MANY ASSAYS
Further, he said, those interested | 

in exploiting the mine had previously | 
secured four or five thousand” ji; 
assays.

E. K_ De Beck, superintendent of | 
brokers and registrar under the Se- j‘ 
c unties Act commented that any Î 
interference with it at present would | 
be “widely disturbing"" to investors, I 
since there is a great deal of money i 
in the hands of small holders.

Mr. Asselstine interjected that the ] 
, Department of Mines “comes in for] 

a great deal of criticism.” and that ; 
any conflict between it and the ] 

| securities branch should be resolved.
I In reviewing the administration 
| of the Security Frauds Prevention 
| Act, Mr. be Beck said that he was, 

not anxious to escrow vendor shares . 
of mining companies, but that the : 

I best evidence of a promoter's good! 
i faith was his willingness to have 
I such shares escrowed and to take 
; his profit from the mine in which 

he is interested.
His office, he said, is “full of rec­

ords of ‘meal ticket companies’
; formed by small groups.” One such 
! company raised $28,000 and, after 

four years, bought a royalty in an 
I adjoining company for $6,000.

Another problem is that of com-

RESUMING ta double sitting» yesterday, the British Co- 
fcefisbéa Legislature ratified more of the budget for the 
cceraog fiscal year. The House sat as a committee on 

way* and means in the afternoon, ratifying votes in the Depart- 
neene of Agriculture, with Flight Lieutenant E. V. Finland, 
depety speaker, m die chair, and Hon. K. C. MacDonald ex- 
iMarasriig itemized expenditure in his department. The House, 
ss an independent mood, forced a two-hour debate on agricul­
tural outlays, before ratifying the items as presented.

2Sr, MaeOBciaM defended market- Provincial Police, he said, had 
hî •Beauei and said returns to the been specially trained, and in turn 
fer»*» tied Seen greater under the would instruct AJR.P. committees 
***** «fas» before its inception, in the smaller areas.

miscellaneous votes are 
included, coroners’ inquests, $15,000; 
litigation, $10,000; bounties on pre-1 
datory animals, $25,000; uniform 
legislation survey, $1,000; after-care 
for youthful offenders. $1,920, and 
$1,200 for contingencies.

TO STUDY BONUS 
Questioned under salary votes in; 

the police branch as to whether the! 
Province intended to pay the cost-! 
of-living bonus to civil servants, ! 
the Administration replied that the, 
point was under consideration. Pre­
mier Hart said that the Government 
had not yet had time to give ade­
quate consideration to what would 
be Involved; but would consider it 
at the earliest opportunity. The 
bonus, if decided upon, could be

Metropoli-
f*. k* said, had been car- tan schemes were recommended in 
vr*r exteiMtve tracts of the coast area, in conjunction with 
toe Ptmce George and Red Cross, 8t. John Ambulance, fire 
Her area* and this work aiMj other services. The Canadian 

«refimjed- In general, Legion had volunteered the help of
10 ttir rstumsd veterans at any point 

increased serrage whtre they help.

ml the Minute. of am At t6e Mme tüne' Mr Maitland
TvT _ u conceded, much yet remained to be

* ***T done; and the Province itself did eemce act m respect of , , ,« under . h I cT he not„have ™ch authority in the 
siting lists of Individuals m,Uer' whlch wai Primarily under 
ap for whom there waa Domtolon AskKl tf the Prov- 

Bate employment. Urged toce hsd considered construction of 
he mitt Inspection In Van- alr rald she|ters at coastal towns, 
>r. MacDonald said the Mr Maitland said that he was not 
■ad no authority for that, *” “ Portion to commit the Gov- 

hla department control ernment on that point. It would be 
m of wild horses in pemle Impossible, he said, to build air raid 
areas shelters everywhere. Citizens were
tale ranged far afield J0*"11» responsible to do what they 
e fourteen types of agri- wul* -o h»l° A.R.P. wort, and 
• BriUah Columbia, and could build home shelters In their 
bated to on a non-political basemenU, If required, 
i all aides of -the House. insurancr
Ul saving $20.000 Of the WAK INSURANCE
ropriation* last year, Dr War risk insurance was being 
A «P* there had been studied by the Dominion, whose rep- 
rhich bis department had resentatives were on the coast re- 
«.000 to the treasury, un- cently, and in his opinion some 

action would be taken at Ottawa 
%GK1 CULTURE on the plan, tjje Attorney-General
» in the Department of re8P°nded- ln reply to further ques- 
e call for $349,106, com- tions. Uniform instructions in the 
i $346,306 last year. schools was a good suggestion, and
n votes include: Livestock 006 that he would be glad to for- 
101.745; horticultural ward, Mr. Maitland said. 
lAtê; general office, $33,- Ten of the fourteen members of 
oops and seed improve- the C.CJF. contributed to the de- 
.630; markets branch, bate, which started when Harold 
nt pathology. $17.990; pest E Winch, leader of the Opposition, 
HflOQ; minister's office, declared a special contract to

pany directors who “do not direct,” | 
and prefer to leave this to one man. g 

jMost of them, however, when the| 
| matter is brought to their attention | 
I by the securities branch, “tend to| 
business.”

During the four and a half years® 
in which he has held office, his| 

[branch has made nearly 350 inves-| 
tigations privately, so that no harm! 
is done if complaints received proved| 

I to be groundless. Some investiga-l 
tions disclose fraud and criminal | 

[acts, and result in prosecutions.j 
|“Prosecutions" Mr. De Beck added,] 
I “are bad advertising, but the public] 
[should know that malefactors are 
|‘going to be punished.”
I He considered that the Securities 
I Act was not standing in the way of ] 
I mine development and remarked 
■ that there was at present a short-1 
I age of promoters and brokers rather 
I than a lack of prospectors.

DISCUSS A.B.P.
K to CCF members, who 
ed In a full dress debate 
” Precautions work when 
«“«“d »t night Attor-

tn the At1

ready to
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TELLS OF DIFFICULTIES
The securities branch has diffl- E 

I culty not with public companies but | 
I with small private concerns, im-g 
] properly set up. “I deplore the| 
I fact," Mr. De Beck remarked, “thatjjj 
1$1 out of $5 put up by the public | 
B goes toward promotion, and I hopefi 
I to see the time when the great bulk | 
i of funds subscribed goes ‘into* the | 
I ground.’ We are working to end the | 
I situation under which $1 of every 1 
S $5 subscribed goes to beating down fl 
I sales resistance.”

At the suggestion of Attorney-1 
I General R. L. Maitland, Mr. De | 
j Beck explained that the Security | 
I Frauds Prevention Act covers inven- | 
j tions and industrial companies as | 
I well as mining concerns.

“Would you believe it?” he ex-1 
i claimed, “over $300,000 of British | 
| Columbia money has gone out of the I 
S province to further the development | 
| of a perpetual motion machine.”

“What the act needs,” interjected j 
I Louis LeBourdais (Liberal, Cariboo),!
I "is a super-salesman like the fellow | 
| with perpetual motion.”

OIL ROYALTIES
Turning to oil royalties, Mr. De fi 

B Beck said that Alberta has one of fl 
B the soundest administrations of se- 1 
9 curity fraud prevention legislation of | 
j any province in the Dominion, and | 
1 that British Columbia works closely f 
a with the Alberta department. Since | 
J the act has been in force, investors | 
| have received a good return on the g 
! funds so invested.

British Columbia, he added, has! 
g contributed more to the develop-1 
g ment of oil wells than any other | 
J province, and he would like to seea 
I more of this money invested in | 
I projects on this coast.

'rovince Bore Chief 
Burden in Refunding 
Teacher-Pension Act

i .. m
| British Columbia Municipalities Covered on Their 

7 Per Cent Levy by $450,000 Special Vote, 
Legislature Told — Teacher Shortage Met

FRANK admission that while British Columbia municipali­
ties would receive $450,000 from the province this year in 
special assistance with the costs of education, the grant 

would do little more than cover the 7 per cent levy placed on 
the municipalities concurrently in connection with teachers’ 
pensions, was made in the Legislature yesterday by Hon. H. G. 
Perry as the House resumed in double sittings on estimates 
review. The province, Mr. Perry pointed out, had already con­
tributed $2,800,000 to put the teachers’ pension funds in order, 
and could not do more at this time.

The Province, Mr. Perry said, had

m.

put in $2,025,000 in debentures and 
$60,000 in cash at the time of the re­
constitution of the pension scheme, 
as well as taking care of a $300,000 
shortage in debentures and cash, 
and placing $302,000 aside in an­
other fund in that connection. In 
addition, an annual charge of $140,- 
000 had been assumed by the Prov­
ince, which could not do more. While 
required to pay 7 per cent, the 
municipalities were given it. At 
the same time, the Minister of Ed­
ucation added, he would like to see- 
steps taken to change the whole 
basis of taxation on land, especially 

kin rural areas, which had had little 
relief as yet.

SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS 
Mr. Perry announced that, while 

no change was being made this 
year in teachers’ salary schedules, 
it was hoped during the coming 
year to give close consideration to 
the whole matter. In a non-partisan 
debate that followed, the Minister 
of Education thanked the House for 
many suggestions dealing with the 

1 improvement of conditions for young 
teachers in training and in rural 
service.

He said twenty-three schools had 
been closed on account of teacher 
shortages, but eight of them had 
since been reopened. The basic sal­
aries in elementary schools appeared 
low. but to raise them now would 
be to throw fresh burdens on rural 
taxation on land. It was still a fact 
that men with $100,000 in bonds 
were taxed on their income, while 
the farmer was taxed on his land, 
which vta£ his capital, the Minister 
observed.

NO CHANGES THIS YEAR 
Votes in the Department of Ed­

ucation were ratified during the 
day, the discussion bringing out 
many points in reference to the 
British Columbia schools system. No 
changes are planned in the curricu­
lum, and textbooks will not be 
changed during the year. Steps are 
being taken to meet the shortage of 
teachers by issuance of temporary 
certificates, forty-five x of which 
have already been granted. Com­
pulsory school ages remain the 

i same, between six and fifteen years, 
inclusively, but trustees are required 
to provide schooling up to eighteen 
years, upon payment of student 
fees, Mr. Perry explained in reply 
to questions.

The largest single item in the de­
partmental votes is $2,435,000 in 
Provincial grants towards teachers’ 

. salaries, increased by $35,000 from 
last year. Of this sum, $1,605,000 
is for grants in city and district 

j municipalities* and $830,000 for

EDUCATION
Estimates. in the Department of 

Education call for $5,070,727, com­
pared with $4,782,543 last year.

The main votes include: Grants 
to teachers’ salaries, $2,435,000; 
statutory grant in connection with 
special aid to municipalities, $450,- 
000; grant to the University of Brit­
ish Columbia, $431,990; inspection of 
schools, $117,720; school buildings,
$ 165,000 ; school transportation, 
$135,000; free textbooks. $62,000; 
correspondence schools, $63,529; in­
dustrial education, $59,580; normal 
schools, $42,040; school for the deaf 
and blind, $46,948; general office, 
$29,560; education of soldiers’ de­
pendent children, $13,000; bursaries, 
in connection with mothers’ allow­
ances, $5,000; school tests, $4,250; 
annual grant to Victoria College, 
$5,000; Minister’s office, $13,100, and 
miscellaneous votes of $102,000.

Under miscellaneous votes are in­
cluded : School libraries, $9,000;, 
Summer schools, $1,500; official, 
trustee, $1,750; board of reference 
in teacher placement, $800; adult 

education, $63,300 (including $20,000 j 
for recreational and physical educa- ^ 
tion for youths over school age) ; g1 
radio-school broadcasts, $7,500; cur­
riculum revision, $13,900; with $4,250 
for contingencies.

The Province, Mr. Perry showed, 
had undertaken considerable work 
regarding technical training, the 
Dominion supporting this effort 
with trade schools for men wanted 
in connection with the nation’s war 
effort.

The House recessed at 5:21 p.m., 
until 8:30 p.m.

U.B.C. DEBATE
Resuming at night, the Legisla­

ture plunged into an hour’s debate 
on the grant of $431,990 to the 
University of British Columbia, of 
which $431,000 is a general grant; 
$12,000 for teacher training; $990 
for reduced interest in the stadium 
building, and $6,000 for a new vote 
for vocational education, and re­
habilitation of discharged and re­
turned men.

Hon. H. G. Perry explained that, 
while the Province named six of the 
nine governors of the U.B.C., and 
the Senate three others, the Gov­
ernment had no direct control over 
the institution. The university had 
presented estimates of $870,000 this 
year, of which $410,000 was to be 
raised by student fees, and $431,990 
though the Provincial grant. Short 
of a change in the University Act, 
the Legislature could not require 
the university to do anything, not 
even to report to the House on how 
the grant was expended.

HOME ECONOMICS
In the debate that followed, 

Flight Lieut. L. H. Eyres, Mrs. L. E. 
Jamieson. Mrs. T. J. Rolston* Mrs. 
Nancy Hodges and Mrs. R. p. 
Sleeves pressed hard for the insti­
tution of a faculty of home eco­
nomics at the university. Home eco­
nomics, they pointed out, was taught 
in the high schools, but came to a 
dead end there. Students wishing 
to follow the course had to leave 
the province to do so. Mrs. Rolston 
and Mrs. Hodges pointed out that 
$17,000 had been collected by wom- 

! en’s organizations expressly to as­
sist the creation of such a faculty, 
but that, while promises had been 
made, nothing had been done about 
the matter.

Closer co-operation with research 
in agriculture; more consideration 
of the position of country students, 
under special costs to attend; a de­
partment of sociology ; and other 
suggestions were made before the 
vote was finally allowed to pass, 
unchanged.

VICTORIA COLLEGE
The annual grant of $5,000 to 

Victoria College passed, without de­
bate. W. T. Stralth, K.C. ex­
plained that Victoria College gives 
first and second years in affiliation 
with the U.B.C.; supports itself on 
student fees, and provides its -own 
city building, without cost to the 
Province in that regard. Last year 
there were 195 first year and 
forty-three second-year students, 
with a high standard maintained in 
both arts and science.

The House, sitting in Committee 
on Ways and Means, rose to report 
progress, after completion of half, 
or some $15,000,000 of the total 
votes in estimates for the coming 
fiscal year.

Third reading, and enactment sub­
ject to assent, followed for the 
Greenwood Bill, under which deben­
ture debt of that municipality will 
be refunded in new debentures, 
with cancellation of the originals 
after their surrender for exchange.

The House rose at 11 p.m., until 
2:30 pjn. today.
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Ci D. Orchard Recommends Use of 
Radio-Equipped Trucks to Com­

mittee of Legislature
Principal Outlines Situation 
Before Social Welfare Com­

mittee of Legislature

Provincial Secretary Will 
Administer Old Age Allow­

ances in Future

B.C. Securities Act to Be 
Retained and Improved, 

House Is InformedSo crowded is the Provincial 
| School for the Deaf and Blind, 
Jericho Beach, that the dormitories 
and classrooms have reached the 
saturation point, and any further 
congestion in the dining-room will 
entail serving meals in two shifts, 
Principal C. E. MacDonald told the | 
Legislature’s social welfare commit- p 
tee yesterday.

The school, with eighty - eight | 
pupils enrolled, already has in its 
dormitories twenty more beds than 
are considered allowable under the 
fire and health laws, Mr. MacDonald 
said. He added that present build- ^ 
ings constitute a fire hazard and \ 
that plumbing facilities are inade- j 
quate. To eliminate the assembling i: 
of large numbers of children in one j : 
building, Mr. MacDonald suggested j -

; j Old age pensions are being re­
moved from the control of the 

I Workmen’s Compensation Board and 
their administration transferred to 

S Hon. O. 8. Pearson, as Provincial 
H ?Ji Secretary, with authority to set up 
H whatever separate staff is neces- 

J; j sary to administer the scheme, the 
; 1 . British Columbia Legislature learned 

! (yesterday, as the covering message
* j bill was presented in the House by 
t Mr. Pearson for first reading.

Mr. Pearson confirmed the pur-
* pose of the measure, which will 
f place the Provincial Secretary’s De- I 
i partment in administration of pen- k

3 % sions for the aged. It was noted,
| | however, that the bill was a procla­

im mation measure; and, as such, would j 
ÿ not take effect until a proclamation ! 
f! had been issued by the Lieutenant- 
<*:,• Governor-in-Council. 
a Premier John Hart introduced a1 i j message bill to exclude veterans of j 
cv the present war from the terms of j 
t the Provincial Poll Tax Act; in thej 
e same manner that veterans of the \ 
$ last ‘conflict were granted exemp- | 
$ tion from Provincial poll taxes. It 
a was read a first time, 
t* Hon. Herbert Anscomb introduced ! 
° a message bill varying the terms I 
P under which British Columbia would ft!

grant a fixed bounty on steel man- U 
a ufactured in thj£ province from local | 

iron ores. The existing statute, the F 
; Iron and Steel Bounties Act, was F 

* passed long ago. It provided, in 
part, for the payment of a provin-

I
cial bounty on steel manufactured 
within the province, at the rate of 
up to $100,000 a year for five years. 
The amending measure would ex­
tend the period over ten years, and 
authorize the payment of a bounty 
up to $200,000 in any one year; not 
to exceed $2,000,000 in the aggre­
gate.

Remaining sections in the origi-

The Provincial Government hasj 
no intention of repealing the Se-] 
curities Act, which is regarded as a 
safeguard to the integrity of min-j 
ing in British Columbia,

numbers of stand-by crews, with 
truck units equipped with fire-fight- 
ing and radio communication equip- | 
ment.

Mr. Orchard told the committee 
that the entire forestry budget jj 
would be used in providing proper j 
protection against this danger to the [j 
Coast, and that the expense is more 1 
than the province can bear, neces- 
si ta ting assistance from the Federal i 
Government.

Plans were completed yesterday | 
for fighting forest fires, particularly | 
in view of war conditions on the j 
Pacific, and arrangements made to jl 

i co-ordinate the facilities of all serv- | 
| ices to furnish protection to the | 
forests.

i Hon. A. Wells Gray, Minister of [: 
Lands; Commissioner T. W. S. Par- | 
sons, of British Columbia Police; G. | 
P. Melrose, assistant chief forester; g 
C. J. Haddon, Vancouver district E 
forester, and representatives of the | 
logging industry attended a joint Ï 
conference at which co-ordination i 
was discussed.

Mr. Orchard told the forestry F 
committee that Christmas trees may 
next year be cut from Crown land | 
under a “trapline system,” whereby I 
a number of bona fide settlers and | 

j farmers will be permitted to cut j 
5,000 young evergreens each on $ 
Crown land. Cutting will continue I

but may]
amend some of its present terms,j 
Hon. Herbert Anscomb said in the 
Legislature yesterday as estimates 
discussion continued. Votes of $229,- 
895 were ratified at the afternoon I 
sitting, the House adjourning at] 
5:30 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. today. Pro­
rogation is unofficially expected on 
Wednesday of next week.

A vote of $100,000 for oil explora- j 
tion in the Peace River was stood 
over. Government spokesmen re-1 
spending to questions concerning I 
negotiations started since the Leg- j 
islature convened. A statement on] 
the result of these discussions will j 
be given shortly to the House, j 
Premier John Hart announced. 1 

ADMINISTRATION 
The discussion on mining votes! 

was sharp at times. Individual f

thSt huts should be built on thej; 
school campus as a remedial meas- [.

MANY ARE INDIANS
Earlier, George Ross, superinten­

dent of the Provincial Industrial 
School for Boys, Port Coquitlam, 
said that 30 per cent of its present 
population is composed of Indians, 
whose presence is accounted for 
largely by parental irresponsibility, 
lack of supervision and the absence 
of proper home environment.

Mr. Ross said he felt that boys t 
should be committed to the school p 
for indeterminate periods. With the I 
accommodation at present available, «

indecisive; that city-bom youths 
were not attracted to the life of a 
prospector in the hills; that assay 
returns should be speeded up at 
Victoria, and that an assay plant 
pledged at Prince Rupert should be 
proceeded with. ,

Responing, Mr. Anscomb said he, 
had only recently taken bver the 
department and would require tlmei 
to become familiar with all its op-1 

He proposed to apply |

it is difficult to segregate inmates to 
the extent considered desirable. 
Boys from fourteen to sixteen years 
of age represent the most trouble­
some element among offenders ad­
mitted to the school. erations.

common sense and business applica­
tion to the subject, and to see that 
no outside influence would be 
brought to bear on the advice of 
trained engineers who knew their 
work. He would say now that the 
Province did not propose to repeal 
the Securities Act, but would retain:

opportunity

nal statute would remain unchanged, 
Mr. Anscomb later explained’. It- 
was his understanding that the 
present statute provided for a $2,- 
000,000 bounty on steel, only over a 
shorter period, he said. First read­
ing was given in the House.

Hon. A. W. Gray introduced mes- j 
sage bills to amend the Forest Act 
and the Local Improvement Act. 
The former sets up a Forest Branch 
boat account, in connection with 
forestry launches afloat; provides

and improve 
served. Votes in the department 
had been cut by $100,000 this year 
because the Province had to curtail 
its outlays all round.,

DEPARTMENT OF MINES
Estimates in the Department of 

Mines call for $329,895, compared 
with $433,020 last year.

The main votes include oil explor- 
ation in the Peace River area, $100,- j 
000; mineralogical branch, $64,825;] 
mines inspection branch, $39,170; i 
general office, $22,050; assay branch, 
$15,760; mine rescue training, $12,- 
120; grants, $10,600; mining roads' 
and trails, $50,000; minister’s office, 
$12,470, and lesser sums for other 
purposes.

The grants include: Canadian] 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, 
$500; mine-rescue and flfst-aidj 
competitions, $2,600; grants to] 
Chambers of Mines, $2,500; metal-j 
lurgical research in war minerals] 
(new), $5,000, and $900 in subsidies] 
to bona fide prospectors for the

wording of several sections in the 
existing law in connection with 
scaling and other matters. First 
reading followed.

Amendments to the Local Im- 
provement Act add a single clause, 
under which councils could by ma­
jority by-law vote assume up to 
one-third of the cost of sewer con- I

purchase of explosives.
ratified all save the oil;

before rising; a de-
be loom-

1ÎH

^24735



RUARY 5, IS

ÜB
WEEK

s Act to Bel 
i Improved, 
Informed

Government has; 
epealing the Se- 
is regarded as a 

Integrity of min- 
lumbia, but may 
s present terms, 
:omb said in the 
lay as estimates 
d. Votes of $229, 
it the afternoon 
î adjourning at 
p.m. today. Pro- 

ally expected on 
; week.
) for oil explora- 
River was stood 
spokesmèn re­

ions concerning 
1 since the Leg- 
A statement on 
discussions will 
to the House, 
announced. 

RATION 
m mining votes 
nes. Individual 
that the Prov- 

no definite plan 1 
on and develop- II 
■eports had been k 
tty-bom youths | 
to the life of at 
tills; that assay 'i 
speeded up at | 
an assay plant | 
Rupert should be f,'

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1942
tmmmm

nscomb said he 
taken Over the 
lid require time 
with all its op- 
>osed to apply 
lusiness applies- 
and to see that 
ace would be 
i the advice of 
rho knew their 
y now that the 
opose to repeal 
ut would retain 
as opportunity 
he department 
00,000 this year 
i had to curtail

OF MINES 
Department ol 
1,895, compared ;
ir.
lude oil explor- 
iver area, $100,- 
iranch, $64,825; 
ranch, $39,170;
; assay branch, 
training, $12,- 
mlning roads 

ainlstar’s office, 
.urns for other

de: Canadian 
ind Metallurgy, 
and first-aid 
grants to, 

$2,500; metal- 
war minerals 

100 in subsidies 
actors for the

LEGISLATURE 
HANDLES LAW

I Thirty-Eight Bills Advanced 
In Various Stages in 

Hour’s Review
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Thirty-eight bills, all of a brief 
character, were handled by the 
British Columbia Legislature in an 
hour, during the afternoon sitting 
of the Legislature yesterday. The 
measures included five enactments, 
sixteen second-readings, sixteen in­
troductions and first readings, and 
one bill killed in debate, when sec­
ond reading was refused.

Measures taken to enactment in­
cluded bills to amend the Collection 
Agents’ Licensing, Mineral, Placer 
Mining, Wills and Notaries Acts.

Second readings were given bills 
to amend the Vancouver Incorpora­
tion, Land, Probates Recognition, 
Fisheries, Taxation, Evidence, Dyk­
ing Assessments Adjustment, Pub­
lic Libraries, Divorce and Matri­
monial Causes, Poll Tax, Iron and 
Steel Bounties, Local Improvement, 
Forest and Old Age Pension Acts; 
as well as the Victoria City Bill, 
and a measure concerning the 
superannuation of a former school 
inspector.

OTHER MEASURES
A bill to amend the Mechanics 

Lien Act, offered by Samuel Guth­
rie CC.CJ’., Cowichan-Newcastle) 
was defeated on second reading, 
after the Government had explained 
that the measure would not fulfill 
the intent of its drafter. At the 
same time, Attorney-General Mait­
land offered to discuss the issues in­
volved in the defeated measure, to 
see what could be worked out in 
practice.

Introductions and first readings 
on new measures yet to be explained 
included a message bill brought in 
by Hon. Herbert Anscomb, to 
amend an amendment to the Coal 
and Petroleum Act. From the Gov­
ernment side there were offered, 
also, bills to amend the Water, Ap­
prenticeship, Provincial Museum* 
Trades School Regulations, Van­
couver Enabling, Village Municipali­
ties, Municipal, Provincial Home for 
the Aged, and Mental Hospitals 
Acts.

The official Opposition offered, in 
addition, bills to amend the Cor­
oners, Industrial Settlements, Un­
claimed Money Deposits, Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration, Shops 
Regulation and Registered Nurses 
Acts.

EXPLANATIONS
Second reading explanations were 

brief and to the point. The Province 
is proposing to dispense with a bond 
in certain probate applications. Fish 
buyers are to be further licensed, 
and authority taken to refuse li­
cences to Occidental or Oriental 
buyers. A crown grant fee of $25 
will be charged in certain reverted 
land transactions. Microfilm and W& 
photostatic evidence will be accep-E3§ 
ted in the courts in cases of miss­
ing persons, and formal notification 
of the death of servicemen in battle 
can be taken as evidence in appli­
cations for leave to presume demise.

Interest on outstanding dyking 
payments under special agreement 
is being reduced to 4% per cent, 
from 6 per cent. Municipal councils 
handling union library rates may 
levy on extra-municipal lands with- 

■

VALIDATE MARRIAGES
A number of servicemen’s mar­

riages, rendered illegal by a techni­
cality as to the time of appeal from 
decrees nisi in divorce causes, will 
be validated. In some instances 
children have been bom of such 
wedlocks, the House was informed, 
involving the issue of legitimacy. I

Men serving in this conflict wills 
be exempted from provincial poll | 
taxes; as were their predecessors,

In the Iron and Steel Bounties | 
Bill, the Province continues a stand- | 
ing subsidy of $2,000,000 for the ? 
manufacture of British Columbia jj 
iron ores into steel billets within the Is 
province; but extends the period f- 
over which such subsidy can be | 
paid from five to ten years, with- 
out changing the $2,000,000 aggreg- h 
ate of such assistance, where earn- | 
ed. The grant in any * one year is 
not to exceed $200,000.

Municipal councils may, by a 
three-quarters majority vote con­
tribute up to one-third of the cost 
of sewer construction begun by 
local improvement levy, it is pro- F 
posed in another measure. Techni- ^ 
cal amendments are proposed in v 
the Forest Act; including extension j- 
of export permits on raw logs from jj 
three to five, under Provincial § 
supervision.

OLD AGE PENSIONS
Old age pension administration is 

to be withdrawn from the control 
of the Workmen's Compensation 
Board and placed directly under the 
Provincial Secretary, with authority 
to fill in whatever staff is required 
to handle this work. Explaining, 
Hon. G. S. Pearson said that the 
board had asked to be relieved of 
the administration of the scheme, 
which, while handled within the 
full letter of the law, had left some­
thing to be desired on other 
grounds.

Differences of opinion had at 
times arisen as to interpretation of 
the statute, and under the new 
plan his department would be in 
charge and responsible to the 
House. Mr. Pearson added his 
thanks to the board for able service 
in a difficult set of circumstances. 
The transfer of administration was 
not to be taken as any reflection on 
the Workmen’s Compensation Board, 
the Provincial Secretary said.

Victoria’s bill was explained by 
W. T. Straith, K.C. It takes into 
civic tax rolls between two and 
three acres of reclaimed harbor- 
front land at Ogden Point, upon 
which stands the cold storage plant; 
validates taxation collected on that 
land in the past, and agrees to a 
fixed assessment of $90,000 for the

— i-

property held under lease by the 
cold storage plant, Mr. Straith said.

Omitting the evening sitting, the 
House rose at 5:30 p.m., until 2:30 
p.tii. today.

mm —Wrfet..

Note and Comment
By 6ANDHAM GRAVES

Non-partisan legislatures, though 
something of a contradiction in 
terms, are working quite well in this 
neck of the woods. If you had heard 
the debate upon education, or more 
strictly on schooling, you would 
realize that. It was a remarkably 
good debate, less perhaps in its 
parts than in its sum. The spirit of 
inquiry was aroused, and it was op­
erating fairly. The marble clock 
heard it all, and the marble clock 
begrudged its speeding minutes, 
which is a very rare occurrence in-

The marble clock heard the hon­
orable member for “Q,” who is a 
Conservative, declare that there 
should be a faculty, or chair, of 
home economics at the university, j 
The marble clock heard the honor­
able member for “Y,” who also is a 
Conservative, declare that the place 
for a chair of economics is in the 
home. The marble clock heard the 
honorable members for several 
alphabetical ridings, Conservatives, 
Liberals and C.C.F. alike, join in the 
debate with their reasons. And rea­
sons have some place in debate.

It was a good debate, as fine a one 
as the marble clock has heard in 
many sessions. The position of 
young women teachers who are sent 
out into the rural areas to take their 
first school, only to find themselves 
faced with students in all eight 
grades, was described by one who 
had had that experience. The mag­
netic attraction of city dollars, that 
draws teaching talent out of the 
country schools, to their detriment, I 
was also mentioned. So, too, was 
the shortage of teachers due to war- 
time conditions. Though all three \ 
parties participated in the debate, j 
the marble clock did not hear any j 
partisan words.

It is, none the less, a dangerous 
experiment. A few more such debates 
on the same high plane, and the 
legislatures of Canadian provinces 
would have an impossibly high 
standard to live up to. We should 
have ministers of the Crown declar­
ing that they, or their predecessors, 
inadvertently made mistakes. The 
infallibility of public office would be 
shattered. And yet, man never 
seems so attractive, so alive and so 
real, as when he is engaged in the 
act of examining the past, and 
agreeing that, given the job to do 
again, he would have acted differ­
ently. For this is growth, both in 
the stature and in the dignity of 
mankind.

It was with some regret that, the 
debate over, the marble clock 
pointed mutely to eleven o’clock, at 
which hour honest legislatures go to 
bed. The marble clock ticked on in 
the darkness, but it lagged with its 
minutes. It was, I think, examining 
time past, and time that had not 
been wasted.

It is true that the hands of the 
marble clock paused distinctly when 
the honorable gentleman in charge 
of the department declared that the 
policy being followed was not per­
fect; that, indeed, there were some 
considerable gaps in it, but it was 
all right, the remarks were received 
in their true, Pickwickian, sense. 
The heavens did not fall. The 
marble clock, however, did pause to 
consider how truly remarkable that 
was. Not before had it happened so, 
since the hand-wound works were 
removed from the clock, and in­
visible electrical impulses substituted 

|j in their place.
The most remarkable thing about 

the debate, however, was that it 
really moved minds. To the marble 
clock it seemçd that there was great 
hope in that; that man is, somehow, 
capable of moving along with chang­
ing times and changing circum­
stances. Nor d^oes it matter, in de­
bate, where one believes that the 
chair, say, of economics, should be, 
in the home or at the university. 
All that does matter is that men 
and women should give of their true 
minds freely, and that they did.

WÈ
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ÏNo Oil Located Yet 
\At Commotion Creek 
mouse Is Informed
I Bore Down 5,500 Feet in Hard Rock, With Agree­

ment Suspended and Geologists Uncertain of 
Result—Royalty Steps Being Considered

the contractors are claiming sums in excess oil thing if we had struck oil before the not proceed? It would be a mar- 
tonal irom the Prov- = eas,' into Initial 'stages." the con- election? Everybody knows the vlewl veloua resource to the Province to

of my honorable friend who is now find oil.

advanced a further $25,000 for new 
work.

“Today the bore is down 5,577 feet, 
and it is claimed that the Govern­
ment owes the contractors a few 
thousand more. There was only one 
thing to do. I asked the Dominion 
for the best geologist it had. We 
were referred to th 2 oil controller, 
and eventually secured a geologist. 
He came to us, and in a few days 
returned to Ottawa. He had not 
been on the ground itself, and all he 
had to go on was what we could 
show him here. He gave us a report. 
There was some difficulty in deter­
mining what was recommended,,y 
Mr. Anscomb said.

“There was a recommendation 
that we go ahead, but there was also 
a definite recommendation that we 
should not go ahead. I asked the 
geologist to put his report into 
simpler terms; and it came down to 
this: The well at present was an 
inconclusive test. Drilling could be

the minister. He is a Tory to the 
backbone.

COST HAS RISEN
Mr. Anscomb: Well, it is a very! 

broad back. But the point is this,!

somewhere between $60 and $70 
foot, or three times as much as be­
fore. I am not saying that the Gov­
ernment will do it.

Dr. Gillies : The Government 
should take the advice of the ex­
perts brought from Ottawa, and 
continue drilling at least for an-

THERE is no clear answer to where British Columbia 
stands in its search for oil in the Peace River area. Some 
$400,000 of the taxpayers' money had been expended. The 

I initial bore at Commotion Creek is down 5,500 feet, with work 
j stopped, and the hole some 2,000 feet short of its intended depth.
I The agreement with the drilling contractors, under which they 
!■ were to have drilled to 7,500 feet at $22.50 per foot, has broken Wouldn’t it have been a wonderful 
down, and

1 $100,000 additional ___ ________
;• ince. So Hon. Herbert Anscomb tractors came to the province, and 
'] told the Legislature yesterday, pre- the administration then in power 
I cipitating one of the liveliest debates . had advanced $50,000 for a brief 
3 of the session. 'j continuation of the work, which was:

The House voted $100.000 under ! to have included the recovery of the 
I the heading of continued oil ex- j! bit. Subsequently the province had 
I ploration in the Peace River area,
I j and had before it a bill under which 
pi the Province proposes to seek au­
thority to lease lands under reserve 
I in the area on a 15 per cent royalty 

, should that course be consid- 
| ered advisable after further geologi- 
h cal adVice has been taken. No such 
\ decision had yet been reached by 

the Government, Mr. Anscomb said.
I after reciting the history of a well 
I which ran into unexpected difflcul- 
I ties, with the loss of drilling tools 
ij and a change in the anticipated for- 
i mation. The problem, he pointed 
I out, was one jhat the present ad­

ministration had inherited from its 
predecessor.

ISSUE DEBATED 
Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 

(Lib., Prince Rupert) launched the 
debate, by stating that he regretted 
to see that the appropriation had 
been reduced this year, and asking 
what the administration intended to] 
do with respect to drilling at Com­
motion Creek.

As present Minister of Mines, Mr.
Anscomb explained that while h# 
personal view was that the Govern­
ment should not enter into business, 
the situation now was that the Prov­
ince was already engaged in drilling 
for oil. The previous administration- 
had entered into an agreement with 
the drilling contractors, who were to 
bore to 7,500 feet at $22.50 per foot, 
of which sum $7.50 per foot was to 
be retained by the Provins until 
completion of the contract terms.
The contractors were not bonded 
nor had the bore been completed.

Even if oil had been found, Mr.
Anscomb continued, the Province 
would have had to settle the ques­
tion of what would be done with it.
It was 360 miles from Commotion 
Creek to tidewater, and eighty miles 
to the nearest railhead. The Prov­
ince would either have to sell the 
oil to the oil companies, or else go 
into competition in the distributing 
field, without much hope of success.

FISHED FOR BIT 
Difficulties had bqcjd encountered

three years. They were favorablyjwere taken, and were examined. But! 
impressed, and recommended that I a great many coal seams have been 1 
we drill. A very large sum has been j encountered; and this coal keeps!

slumping down in the hole. Coal I 
seams, some eight feet wide, were j 
encountered from 5,000 feet on.

A Member: On what basis would] 
the contractor continue?

Mr. Anscomb: The contractor j 
would continue on two bases. He j 
would take on a cost-plus contract, J 
which is not desirable; or on a rental j 
basis for the use of his equipment 
at so much per diem, and that might J 
be the more costly of the two.

Mr. Winch: I recognize the diffl- j 
culty the Minister of Mines is up] 
against. The geologists don’t say j 
“yes," and they don’t say “no.” They 
say “maybe.” The Government 
should continue the work, but take] 
the advice of geologists.

Mr. Pattullo: The geologists rec- I 
ommend that we proceed 1,000 feet I 
in this hole. Why be quitters? Why !

expended for an inconclusive result. 
But the money is not wasted. We 
now have very valuable information 
... I am satisfied that we will get 
oil there, and that it will be a very 
much larger field than the Turner 
Valley. We talk of public ownership, 
and here we have a wonderful op- 
nortunitv. Whv shouldn’t the people 

] do it? We hear criticism that it is 
I a gamble; but isn’t all life a gamble? 
JI say the vote should be considerably 
I larger.

Mr. Pattullo corroborated the facts 
of the statement made by the Min­
ister of Mines, and then resumed:

Mr. Pattullo: I take objection to 
the statement made by the former 
Minister of Mines (W. J. Asselstine) 
the other night that we had pro­
ceeded in a piecemeal fashion.

no one knows yet what Is there; and *h‘ch w°uld ,the Province the 
my friend Is wrong If he thinks that ri*ht t0 lea5e the ‘“X* and uke 
the oil companies are going to faU » 15 "er «"‘royalty on the gross 
all over us. If we are able to make amount “cur*d- wMch ™ 
some arrangements with the con- cen‘ than ls ‘aken by an>
tractor, it would be at a cost ofothCT Provincial Government in

other 1,000 feet. The Government pended from last year will expire 
should prove the field; and then the on March 31. If the Government 
oil will take care of Itself. has not acted by then, the *100,000

Mr. Maitland : The contractors had vote will not be enough. And we 
may be sued by the contractors.

Mr. Paton: Over $400,000 has been 
spent on the hole in the last few

agreed to go through to 7,500 feet, 
at $22.50 per foot. There was provi­
sion also, whereby we could step in 
and use th& equipment. But there; years.
were no safeguards. The contract, Mr. R. MacDonald: The whole 
was not drawn on the advice of the] thing has been a gamble. 
Attorney-General’s Department; but,j Mr. Lebourdais: I would like to

tag had been easy, 1,000 feet being 
put down in two days. Deeper, an- 

8t*ge was reached, with a dé­
structure which was very

time had been 
; for the bit. as the

• .v'-’ii'- —ygj
l be

information might be gathered that 
way. There was talk of triassic river 
beds, and a good deal of technical 
detail, which I do not understand. 
The point was, however, that the; 
test could be made, and that critical 
information might be obtained with­
in the next 1,000 feet. The recom­
mendation was that we continue the 
well another 1,000 feet.

NOTHING SETTLED 
“I may say,” Mr. Anscomb con­

tinued, “that the Government has 
not yet settled anything. We have 
$125,000 left unexpended from the 
vote of this current year. But if it is 
decided to continue drilling, and if 
it Is decided to make a fresh arrange­
ment with the contractor, we have 
that money, besides the $100,000

consideration.
“There is a bill before the House 

now in which the Government is 
asking for discretionary power to 
lease oil lands, if that

alty of 31* cents per barrel, to a 
straight 11 per cent, at which level 
it would be greater than elsewhere

t ta*£n™tuiTAMCQmb su“ed-
Everybody knows 

that this search has been on for 
twenty years. Geologists at the 
UJB.C. made examinations of 

of
the

Mr. Guthrie : Are we sure that it 
won’t be handed away before the 
next session?

Mr. Anscomb : But we haven’t got 
it! Legislation has been brought in

Canada. Without that bill we could 
give it away for 2% cents per barrel.

Mr. H. Winch: The $100,000 vote 
should be passed; and we could 
leave it to the Government to de­
cide as to how it should be expended.

SUIT ENVISIONED 
Mr. Pattullo: The $125,000 unex-

...—-—-— ~ wum ux o jypjnu wiicui, uuv,. awu. .ueuuuruaiù : i would U
continued, and valuable geological I am informed, was drawn by the1 see the Government continue with

•licitor for the contractors. drilling. The Province has put
Mr. Pattullo: I challenge that. The $400,000 into the hole now; and we 

contract was drawn by the thett should be ready to put in another 
Attorney-General (G. S. Wlsmer); $100,000, to prove we have an ace 
and was approved by Dr. J. F. in the hole.
Walker.

Mr. Asselstine : The first contract to drill the extra 1,000 feet?
was presented by the contractors, 
but it was not accepted, 
contract was drawn.

CONTRACTORS OBJECTED 
Mr. Bennett: Is the drilling com­

pany willing to complete the original 
contract?

Mr. Anscomb: No.
Mr. Pattullo: After the drilling'for 1942-43* as presented.

got harder, there was some talk of .. ...
continuing by day labor. It was very 
hard rock, and bits were only mak­
ing as little as seven inches. But

A Member: How long would it take

Mr. Asselstine: There is no saying 
A netj how long it would take.

Mr. Love: Is there oil in the hole 
or not? We should know before we 
throw away half a million dollars. 

Mr. Anscomb: I would say “not.” 
The debate lapsed, and the House 

ratified the $100,000 appropriation

represented in the present vote. It oil companies elsewhere have spent
is one of the most difficult problems *------
before the Government, and the

millions in proving new fields. 
Mr. Anscomb: The—- -— ------- :—. contractor I

Government will give It very careful tells me now that, beyond the tso «n I and the *35,000 given by fte  ̂
lnce last year, he was assured the | 
Province would pay a considerable I 
sum, which might have been well!
over *100,000. The actual cost of I 
recent drilling vas *58 a foot The I 
contractor won’t do It tor less It Is I 
true that we could go In and use I 

but ”h«e would we 
find drilling crews? It would take I 
a technical crew to do it.

COAL SEAMS ENCOUNTERED 
A Member; Were cores taken?

core
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MOTOR FEES 
WILL REMAIN

|Third-Party Risk Restored in 
Accident Cases—Single 

Licence Plates

While there will be no change in 
motor licence fees this year, British 
Columbia motorists will be issued 
with single car licence plates, and 
pedestrians accepting a lift will once 
more be covered by law from acts of 
gross carelessness on the part of 
host drivers, the Provincial Gov­
ernment indicated in the Legisla­
ture yesterday. A bill to amend 
the Motor Vehicle Act was intro­
duced by Attorney-General Mait­
land, and read ortce.

Proceeding at the afternoon sit-

I
ting, the House completed votes in 
the Mines Department, ratifying an 
appropriation of $100,000 for oil ex­
ploration in the Peace River area, 
after an hour’s debate, elsewhere 
reported. Votes in the Departments 
of Railways, and Trade and Indus­
try were completed, and those in the 
Department of Labor opened, before 
the House adjourned at 4:57 pjn., 

| Q until 2:30 p.m. today.
CONSIDER ESTIMATES 

An appropriation of $20,745 for 
the Department of Railways was 
voted, after the Government ex­
plained it was not possible to change 
oil locomotives on the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway to coal burners 
without extensive equipment costs. 
Former Premier T. D. Pattullo; 
M.P.P., has resigned from the presi­
dency of the Provincially-owned 
railway, but the vacancy has not 
yet been filled. Election fortunes 
deprived the House of another di­
rector, in the person of C. H. Tup- 
per, former Liberal member for 
Similkameen, who was defeated at 
the polls.

Passing to the Department of 
Trade and Industry, the House con­
sidered votes aggregating $213,014. 
Some objection was taken to sums 
totaling $43,325 for the Bureau of 
Trade Extension, which showed 
$11,700 in connection with Provin­
cial representation at Ottawa, 
well as sums of $3,600 for a direc­
tor, $2,700 for a trade commissioner, 
and incidental items. The Ottawa 
trade mission, it was explained, was 
conducted by W. Lloyd Craig, from 
quarters in the Chateau Laurier. Re­
sults were being secured, Govern­
ment spokesmen declared, over the 
objection of up-country members 
that Interior manufacturing possi­
bilities had in the past been ignored.

The Province will continue a grant 
of $20,000 to lumber trade extension 
this year, having reduced the 
amount from $25,000 in previous 
years, Hon. Herbert Anscomb ex­
plained at another point. Eighteen 
million cigarettes and 5,000 pounds 
of tobacco have been forwarded by 
the Overseas Tobacco Fund to 
Great Britain through Government 
channels, the distribution service 
this year costing the Province $2,650 
for office help and other expenses. 
Tourist promotion wiU be continued.

but sums spent heretofore 

nated.
trade and industry

0M. compared with $240*.'£

The main votes include- , 
cialTYavei Bureau, $123,840- Bureau of Economics and Statistics £££ 
Bureau of Trade Extension mS
erst •”■■■■" Æ

The Travel Bureau and the

and thTLuer0” orntf5

Bureau^ remainin' ^
the same at “PProximately
$«,425 ,Mt ye“'325' compa/ed with

ratified0*6* *" ““ de^e„, were 

ACT TO REMAIN 
LablTZ0» *° the ^PertmeA of
ssrSF/Szr*

cone^ion and^C^

wfner°‘Undeitat~r

Eive employee, the Lht Z ™’

to thTSLT, ?laC‘ng the ‘n'tMve 
flew, Z” “^executivet union of. 
wa, Departme"t of Labor
would step in where emm'0"' and
Z",t0Mbri;"-™»Tura,dm6:

ai
department op labor

« «ïntSKTa*
however, $2,400 000 it inA u Ch| 
of unemployment relief. ThTgron

yZ, whence,WUhThe mT, f was “"budgeted.
P'o^enTtu^^Z: Sr:
Columbia', share’of^i^V^ 

bonus, «1.476,268- gen-
emLr C!' $S7'59°: industrial con- 
cUlation branch, $17 ion- fo„«. ,Inspection, «floan- ’ factorles
branch $9190- pprentlceshlP 
i-L, „ ' trade schools revu-

"he^Mc, eD°mlnl0n ^ over

sSSsSSS*

hour, Premier Hart, leading
™^ys”nddmthat the 
whkh H ma ?report ino^oss, 

* d*d-‘he Minister',
BenZnZr .?*** 0f toohnlcal ,us- 
pension for the moment. The eve­
ning sitting was canceled.

[FERRY DEAL IS
A deal between the Big Bend 

Cedar Pole Company. Nakusp, and 
the Department of Public Works, 
under which the department sold 
an eleven-year-old Arrow Lakes ferry 
to the company for $20 and rented 
it back at $8 a day and $4 an hour 
for a towing tug while repairs were 
being made to another craft, occu­
pied the attention of the public ac­
counts committee of the Legisla­
ture yesterday.

Captain C. S. Leary, former Min­
ister of Public Wor’xs, said that his 
Big Bend Cedar Pole Company 
spent between $400 and $500 in re­
pairing the ferry and that when the 
company bought it he had no idea 
that the department would later 
require to lease it.

ONLY ONE TENDER 
Afte- condemning the ferry be­

cause dry rot had set in and it was 
too small for service, the depart­
ment advertised it for sale, the 
only tender received being that of 
the pole company. J. W. Arm- 
:‘ronp mcc-anical '^erintendent 
for the Depar' ment of Public 
Works, admitted that the craft 
could have been kept for emergen­
cies for service of short duration.

Hon. K. C. MacDonald, Minister 
of Agriculture, told the committee 
that all purchases of new cars 
would be made through h1*". adding 
that his departmer' was run as 
economically as possible and that g 
po purchases were made without 
his authority.

A. N. Wolverton, J. B. Woodworth,
C. S. Arnold and A. E. Jukes, all of 
Vancouver, told the Legislature's 
mining committee yesterday that H 

—- the Securities Act possessed too 
g many dictatorial powers.

Mr. Jukes said that the act was 
putting the mining industry into 
the hands of the larger companies 
gnd suggested that it should be re­
pealed and a workable measure 
Substituted for it. Harold Lakes. 
Nelson, president of the Chamber of 

J Mines of Eastern British Columbia, 
said that if obstacles were placed 
in the way. Nelson would pass out 

iof the picture as a mining centre.
A. N. Wolverton, president of the 

Vancouver Stock Exchange, felt 
that the provisions of the Criminal 
Code would meet any situation 
arising from the wrongdoing of 
brokers, and Mr. Arnold said he 
would like to see the Securities Act 
abolished. Sidney Norman, mining 

I journalist, remarked : “If you want 
to protect morons, and there are 
plenty of them around, keep the 
act. make it tighter, and kill min- 

■ ins
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GET
IS VALIDATED

Legislature Adjourns for 
Fifth Week-End Recess- 

Prorogation Near

Wartime housing contracts al­
ready entered into between British 
Columbia municipalities and War­
time Housing, Ltd., will be validated 
by amendments in the Municipal 
Act, and municipalities given au­
thority to enter into fresh contracts, 
it was explained yesterday in the 
British Columbia Legislature. In 
the same measure, cities are being 
given power to set up reserves for 
works, equipment and depreciation; 
and leave to enter group insurance 
agreements on municipal risks of 
any nature.

Sitting in double periods, the 
House last night adjourned for its 
fifth week-end recess, with proroga­
tion expected by Wednesday.

By definition in amendments to 
the Trades School Regulation Act, 
the Province is taking authority to 
include schools of accountancy, 
commercial and industrial art, ad­
vertising, business management, 
general and specialize^ manufac­
turing, mechanical dentistry, labo­
ratory attendants and technicians, 
pharmacy, photography, personal 
service, chiropody, radio, electrical, 
therapeutics, salesmanship, journal­
ism, story-writing, home and nur­
sery service in the list of regulated 

! schools of trade.
OLD AGE PENSIONS

The debate on old age pensions 
flared up again, with much of the 
former ground covered. Mrs. Grace 
Maclnnls urged that in the new ad­
ministration of the act the Province 
return to what she said was the 
spirit of the legislation passed at 
Ottawa in 1927. Mr. Pearson replied 
that besides the act there were Fed­
eral regulations, which could not be 
changed without the consent of the 
Dominion and other provinces.

Hon H. G. Perry read the esti­
mates before the House. They 
showed that some $4,216.306 will be 
paid to old age pensioners in British 
Columbia this year; $2.588,676 by 
the Dominion, $1,476,268 by the 
Province, and $151,362 in collections 
from other provinces, exclusive of 
administration charges. The Prov­
ince, paying $764,739 already, was 
adding $711,529 to bring pensions up 
to $25 a month, Mr. Perry com­
mented. In addition, the Province 
had assumed Federal and provincial 
costs on relief totaling $2,400,000 in 
the estimates, and could not be ex­
pected to do more at this time.

T. D. Pattullo reminded the House 
that old age pensions of $20 a 
month had been a grant in allevia­
tion only, and were not intended to 
be a full means of support. If the 
Province was not ceding $6,000,000 in 
income and corporation taxes to the 
Dominion, it might have had more 
money, he declared. The Dominion 
should take over old age pensions 

Mr. Pattullo asesrted.

The debate lapsed, and the House | 
ratified the last vote in the Depart-1 
ment of Labor, after three straight 
sittings on Labor appropriations. At 
11:05 p.m. the Committee on Ways 
and Means rose to report “progress."

CHANGE TEACHERS* SCHEME
Two message bills were introduced 

by Hon. G. 8. Pearson: one to 
amend the Teachers' Pension Act, 
and the other to amend the Civil 
Service Superannuation Act. Mr. 
Pearson explained that changes in 
the f teachers’ pensions measure 
would substitute flat-rate contribu­
tions by teachers into the fund; at 
$3 monthly up to $100 of salary; at 
$4 monthly on $125; and $5 monthly 
on salaries of $150; and in like pro­
portion up to $25 on salaries exceed­
ing $500 monthly.

Changes in the Civil Service stat­
ute refer to employees transferred to 
the Dominion as a wartime need, 
and make adjustments in that con­
nection. Both bills were read a 
first time. The House rose at 11:12 
pm„ until 3 p.m. on Monday.

Committee Meeting — The social 1; 
Welfare committee of the Leglsla- §» 
ture will meet again on Monday at 
9 a.m., according to notice posted 
yesterday in the lobbies of the 
House. Committee work as a whole 
is winding Sip, with prorogation ex­
pected towards the middle of next 
week.

1 4-
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j Government Introduces En- 
■ abling Measure Dealing 

With Raid Emergencies
I -------------

British Columbia's seventy-eight 
municipaltiies will be authorized to 
take whatever steps are necessary 
for civilian protection and disaster 
relief by a bill introduced in the 
Legislature yesterday by Hon. A. W.

The enabling measure gives spe­
cific powers to put into operation 
any plan of air raid precautions, 
civilian protection or disaster relief; 
to make money grants in that con­
nection; to use civic employees In 
any capacity necessary; to purchase 
fire, demolition or other equipment 
necessary against attack; to use all 
city property as occasion demands; 
to demolish private buildings ren­
dered unsafe through enemy ac­
tion, and to spend whatever money 
may be required for these purposes.

The bill was read once at the 
afternoon sitting; when thirty-one 
measures we^e handled. The House 
enacted amendments to the Old 
Age Pension, Local Improvement, 
Land. Probates Recognition, Poll 
Tax, Fisheries, Evidence and Dyk­
ing Assessments Adjustment Acts, 
and a bill to provide for the super­
annuation of a former provincial 
employee. Second readings followed 
for amendments to the Water, Ap­
prenticeship, Trade Schools Regu­
lation, Vancouver Enabling, Village 
Municipalities, Municipal Aged 
Men’s, Home, Mental Hospitals and 
Motor Vehicle Acts.

OTHER MEASURES
The steel bounties measures was 

reworded, without substantive 
change, in committee stages. Forest 
Act amendments were changed to 
eliminate five-year permits for log

tri,

In the debate, the Opposition |
| pressed for amendment to the In- 
I dustrial Conciliation and Arbitra-1 
I tion Act to place a time limit I 
within which employers must meetj 
their employees in labor negotia­
tions. Mrs. Nancy Hodges (Liberal, 
Victoria) supported the request, but 
the Minister of Labor reiterated that 
the act would not be reopened at 
this session.

British Columbia is hari6y^8Ver 
placement services to the Dominion; 
but plans to retain trained officials 
displaced in the move, it was said 
at another point. Civil Service ap­
pointments were again questioned, 
and Mr. Pearson explained that 
while the Civil Service Commis­
sioner nominally made the appoint­
ments, the actual appointments were 
made by the ministers concerned. 
The Civil Service Act should be fol­
lowed or repealed. Grant McNeil 
(C.CJP., Burrard) contended.

Mrs. Steeves (C.C.F., North Van 
couver) invited the Government to 
take over all unemployable relief 
cases in the province; to wind up 

I relief, and place welfare divisions 
j in charge of this work. The House g 
recessed at 5:10 pm. until 8:30 pm.

I exports originally proposed, and the 
j bill approved with that change.

It was explained that under the 
] Vancouver Enabling Act amend- 
1 ments, Vancouver will be empower- 
jed to make a grant of $200,000 to 
I the new wing of the Vancouver 
I General Hospital, the sum to be 
J matched by the Government; with 
I some suggestion that both grants 
J may be Increased. Under the Ap­
prenticeship Act, provision is made 
I for the indenture of apprentices at 
I the age of fifteen, one year earlier 
I than at present.

Nine new measures were introduced, 
I including the municipal enabling 
I measure, dealing with raid pre­
cautions. These included amend- 
I ments to the Taxation Bill already 
I before the House and to the Ani- 
Imals Administration, Game, Court 
I Rules of Practice, Shops Regulation 
I Acts; as well as Opposition measures 
I to amend the University, and Hours
■ of Work Acts. Hon. G. S. Pearson 
I withdrew bills to amend the Regis- 
Itered Nurses, and Weekly Half- 
I Holiday Acts. First readings follow-
■ ed, with the explanations to come 
| later.

DEBATE LABOR LAW 
The House went into Committee 

I on Ways and Means, but was dead- 
1 locked again on votes in the Labor 
l Department. After an hour’s 
j bate, the House ratified the 

I the committee 
5 for the sitting.
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Province Will Waive 
Levy Upon Iron Ores 
Used Inside Borders

PROBLEM FACED
BY PENSIONERS

Elderly People Have Trouble| 
Finding Homes, Social Wel­

fare Committee Told |

îaridA^ISVer I 
e Dominion; 1 
ined officials I 
it was said ] 
Service ap- I 
questioned, l 

>lained that 
ce Commis-1 
the appoint- I 
ltments were ! 
s concerned. I 
hould be fol- I 
rant McNeil 
ided.
North Van- 

wernment to 
oyable relief 

to wind up | 
are divisions j 
. The House 
ntil 8:30 pm.

First Session of Twentieth Legislature Closing 
Programme This Week, With Prorogation on 

or» About Wednesday—Legislation Light Many elderly people receiving old- 
age pensions have been unable to 
find living quarters of their own, yet
they face the fact that institutional 
care is not available to them because 
of lack of accommodation, Dr. 
George Davidson, provincial direc­
tor of welfare, told the Legislature’s 
social welfare committee Friday.

Dr. Davidson added that he be- i 
lieved all welfare cases to be much 
better off in their own homes than 
in institutions. "We were all bom to

X-.

I period of ten years; the bonus not I 
■ to exceed $200,000 in any one year, | 
9 and applying to the production oM 
I steel billets from native iron ores. § 
3 Both measures are regarded as 1 

anticipatory to action that may j 
arise as a result of the Provincial 1 
investigation into steel milling poe-1 
sibilitles in British Columbia. A| 
coast smelter, and steel fabricating | 
plant have long been desired ; I 
though heretoior not even thel 
$2,000,000 statutory offer had been! 
taken up.

PROROGATION NEAR 
Adjourning on Friday night for its j 

1 fifth week-end recess, the Twenti-1

Committees Meeting—Committees
of the Legislature are expected to 
wind up their work early this week, 
with prorogation expected about 
Wednesday. Committees listed for 
tomorrow include social welfare, 9 
a.m.; public accounts, 9:30 a.m., and j 
mining, 10 a.m.

women. Foster homes, he told the 
committee, would not be as expen­
sive to operate as institutions. 

WOULD RETAIN ACT 
Differing from those brokers and

—---- a previous
amending

____ Ly, Vic-
yesterday told the mining

mining men who said at
sitting that they favored •*<»»____
the Securities Act, C. S. Henley, Vic­
toria, y—*— ..
committee of the Legislature that

-----------  great blessing” for
carrying on legitimate 

and that he had never 
any complaints from the 

IvS operation.
... — Love (Con­

servative, Grand Forks-Greenwood)
,vf *—i‘---- _f previous wit-

"I would 
to look over the ]

the act was "a 
the broker 
business,
heard f ___
public about its 

Reminded by T. A.
r---- “ . 7—-
of the testimony of \— 
nesses, Mr. Henley replied 
be more inclined t: —
records of the mines they have pror 
moted. I do not say these men are 

, but the act 
it is for the 
bile. Mining 

my own experience, j

eth Legislature is expected to com­
plete its first session at mid-week; 
with prorogation unofficially ex­
pected on or about Wednesday. The

Dominion-Provincial agree­
ment measure is expected in the 
House shortly, and will be the chief 
legislation of the session. Estimates 
revision is expected to continue at 
night, until completed, about

ï not absolutely sincere, 
should be left where 
protection of the put 
engineers, from r\~ — 
are very visionary.”

He declared that 90 vu.v 
those who put money into mines lose 
it, and are therefore entitled to any 
protection the Government can give 
them. Mr. Henley attributed lack 
of interest in mining at present to 
the fact that the public is now more 
concerned with helping the Govern­
ment financially to fight the war.

Frank Putnam (Liberal, Nelson- 
Creston) and Colin Cameron (C.C.F., 
Comox) said the public wanted to 
be sure its money went to develop

of a routinemostly
Amendments to the Municipal Act 
bring the question of reserves be­
fore the House; municipalities be­
ing given power to lay aside surplus 
receipts, and a portion of the tax 
levy, for the building up of reserve 
accounts for future public works
and equipment replacements. Muni­
cipalities will also be given authority 
to increase their assessment on

r
l lines from $200 to $400 a mile 
large centres, and from $125 to 
$200 in communities of less than 
$10,000 people.

Wartime legislation has included 
an extended moratorium on service­
men’s homes and farms; exemption 
for ex-servicemen from provincial 
polls taxes; security against judg­
ment creditors during the duration 
of the conflict, and other bills deal­
ing with wills’ probation, and the 
settlement of the estates of those 
killed in action. Municipal author­
ity to take any step necessary for 
effective air raid precautions was 
contained in a bill introduced in 
the House on Friday, and pro­
viding autonomy on the subject 
within municipal boundaries.

So far there have been only two 
divisions in the month-old session, 
in both of which the Coalition 
Government was sustained by over­

time mines in which it was interested. 
Former Attorney-General Gordon 
Wismer said the development of 
mining in British Columbia de­
pended upon the public’s receiving 
adequate protection. Col. Erie Pep- 
ler, deputy attorney-general, was 
also heard by the committee.

■ ■
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Premier John Hart 
Presents Dominion 
Agreement in House

B.C. Government Propose Blanket Suspension of 
Interlocking Tax Laws to Give Right of Way to 

Federal Pact—Postwar Rehabilitation Council

PREMIER John Hart introduced the Dominion-Provincial 
Agreement Bill in the British Columbia Legislature yester­
day, the measure under which the Province will forego in­

come, corporation and fishery levies for the duration of the war, 
in return for $12,048,367 in a fixed subvention, a guarantee of 
$3,763,625 in net gasoline tax receipts, and certain other levies 
not affected by the agreement. The bill, which contains the 
text of the Dominion-Provincial agreement, embodies a blanket 
suspension of all Provincial statutes which would be inconsis­
tent with its terms. First reading followed

Nlimhorc nf -*-4"1— ‘

Legislature Speeds 
Estimates Revision 

In Double Sittings
Upwards of $20,000,000 of Annual Outlays Are 

Ratified as House Adjourns for the Day— 
Libraries to Be Transferred in Service

Numbers ot Provincial statutes, 
I directly or indirectly affected by the 
'pact, will be left as they are at this 
session, the covering law giving the 
Province full authority to waive 

n • I collection of income, corporation and 
-i! j other levies affected by the agree­

ment, and also power to take any 
1 step necessary for the carrying out 
'of the pact. Copies of the actual 
agreement itself have been in the 
hands of the members for several 
weeks, the bill superimposing enab­
ling powers to carry out the pact, 
and listing statutes which will be 
affected by the transfer of revenue 
sources to the Dominion.

EXPLAINED IN BUDGET 
The main terms of the agreement 

were set out in the budget at the 
I opening weeks of the session. Brlts- 
j ish Columbia is to forego the interim 
subsidy of $750,000, but will be as­
sured of a fixed return of $12,048,367 

I yearly under income and corporation 
tax rebates, as well as the guaran­
teed sum to be derived from the 
gasoline tax. In addition, the Prov­
ince will have its other and normal 

! means of receipts and revenues out­
side the scope of the agreement.

Premier Hart also introduced the 
Postwar Rehabilitation Bill, the 
measure under which the Govern- 

i ment propose to set up a permanent 
postwar committee to deal with re­
habilitation problems when victory 
has been achieved. The measure 
provides for the creation of a post­
war rehabilitation council of not 
more than twelve members, under a 

j chairman; the council to be ap­
pointed by the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council and to hold office at the 
Province’s pleasure. The chairman 
and members of the council could 
be paid, or voluntary, at the discre­
tion of the Province.

BROAD AUTHORITY 
The duties of the postwar rehabili­

tation council are set out in sixteen 
sub-sections with broad powers to 
'inquire and plan for the actual con­
ditions likely to be faced upon de­
mobilization of large numbers of 
men now with the armed services, 
and also to survey what may be 

j expected in the postwar realignment 
| of civilian occupations and industry.
1 The council would have the powers 
of a commissioner under the Public 
Inquiries Act and would be directly 

: responsible to a minister to be des­
ignated. Provision is made for what-
---- staff may be necessary, with

ises to be borne by the Province 
of consolidated revenue.

Postwar Rehabilitation BIU, 
the Government’s

OTHER LEGISLATION
Proceeding on bills, the House 

gave third reading and enactment to 
measures to amend the Iron and 
Steel Bounties, Forest, Taxation, 
Public Libraries, Divorce, Water, 
Apprenticeship, Trade Schools Regu­
lation, Aged Men’s Home and Motor 
Vehicle Acts, and second reading to 
bills to amend the Fire Marshals, 
Provincial Museum, Animals, Ad­
ministration, Shops Regulation, 
Teachers’ Pension and Civil Ser- 
vice Superannuation Acts, as well as 
to the new Municipal Civilian Pro-1 
tection Measure.

The Government withdrew amend- ;
[ ments to the Game Act which would j£ 
have set up a scheme of licence tag-1 
ging for beaver pelts, and the House f 
completed amendments to the Men- \ 
tal Hospital Act after minor changes

PROCEEDING on estimates in double sittings yesterday, 
the British Columbia Legislature ratified up to some 
$20,000,000 of the total appropriations for the fiscal year 

opening on April 1 next. Estimates in the Provincial Secre­
tary’s Department were opened in the afternoon, the House 
resuming as a committee on ways and means at night, with 
Flight Lieutenant E. V. Finland in the chair. 1 ^

It was brought out in discussion Statutory grants under the Moth- Ej 
that libraries under British Colum- ers’ Allowances Act are shown at ||| 
bia control are being transferred to $775,000 this year, compared with 
the Department of Education from $830,000 last year. Charitable grants

in wording dealing with the dis­
charge of mental patients.

Restoration of third-party protec­
tion to the Motor Vehicle Act was 
supported by Harold E. Winch, 
leader of the official Opposition, but 
opposed by Mrs. D. G. Steeves and 
Colin Cameron of the same group. 
The C.C.F. also had some indepen­
dence of thought, Mr. Winch com­
mented.

air raid bill
Hon. A. W. Gray explained the 

I Municipal Civilian Protection meas­
ure as a means of allowing munici­
palities to act quickly on whatever, 
was necessary in air raid precautions j 
services.

Hon. G. S. Pearson explained 
teachers’ pensions contributions were 
being placed on a flat rate basis per 
unit of salary without substantive 
change in the actuarial basis of the 
scheme. Changes in the Civil Ser­
vice pension plan deal with em- 

I ployees transferred to the Dominion 
service without varying that scheme

Changes in the Shops Regulation 
Act will limit the time that custom- 

jers may stay in stores after the 
official closing hours. Amendments 
to the Animals Act provide for .

I committee to study range Improve­
ment and control. Amendments to 
the Administration Act would delete 
from existing law claims for dam­
ages based on the “joy of living” 
in accidental deaths, though pre­
serving the right of action on other 

I grounds by estates after the death 
of the aggrieved. Changes proposed 
in other statutes were of a technical 
or routine character,

The House passed into Committee 
on Ways and Means before rising at

j that of the Provincial Secretary j. 
I C.C.F. members, under Harold E. 
i Winch, leader of the official Oppo 
\ sition, called for an investigation 

into the operations of drug stores; 
jj which, they said, had progressively 
I taken over the functions of depart- 
j mental stores. Stricter regulation 
j under the Pharmacy Act was pro- 
| posed, with a review of working 
! conditions of apprentices in the 
! calling.

SUPERANNUATIONS 
| At another point, the Opposition 
j pressed for the retirement of men 
| and women in the provincial service 
! at superannuation ages. Govern­

ment benches pointed out that irç 
some instances civil servants with 
unique qualifications would be lost 
in that way, at a time when replace­
ments were more difficult. Provincial 
health and welfare services came in 
for praise, including work in pre­
ventive medicine along several dif­
ferent lines.

Through Hon. G. S. Pearson, thej 
Government promised to take under 
advisement during the year the 
question of extending mothers’ al­
lowances to cover dependent chil­
dren up to eighteen years of age. 
Lack of accommodation at several 
provincial institutions was can­
vassed in a broad and non-partisan 
debate.

PROVINCIAL SECRETARY 
Estimates in the Department of 

the Provincial Secretary call for 
$5,636,261, compared with $5,342,967 
last year.

The main votes include: Hospitals, 
$1,291,990; mental hospitals, $1,217,- 
184; civil service superannuation, 
$460,000; tuberculosis division, $619,- 
011; board of health, general, $163,- 
002; laboratories ‘division, $50,675; 
vital statistics division, $43,525; 
venereal disease control, $82,156; 
Provincial Home, Kamloops, $31,400; 
gen era \ office, $17,112; libraries, 
$51,580; Provincial Museum, $12,760; 
cifril service commission, $24,095; 
administration of Pensions’ Acts, 
$39,195; King’s Printer, token vote, 
$10; Government House, $7,645; 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, $85,- 
000; canteen fund grant, $10,000; 
contingencies, $7,000; health and 
welfare, administration, $90,625; 
collections, $6,060; welfare branch, 
$21,777; indigent care, $40,000; indi­
gent burials, $10,000; child welfare 
branch, $174,750; industrial schools,! 
$78.500; infirmaries, $80,694; Aged l 
Men’s Home, $53,424; special health 
and welfare services, $10,680; grants! 
to resident physicians, $18,000; 1 
charitable grants, $44,460; health in 1 
eurance, $10,000; mothers’ allow- 

j, $775,000; and minister's of-

Include: Canadian National Insti­
tute for the Blind, $2,000; Junior 
Red Cross, $400; Salvation Army 
Home, $1,500; Victorian Order of 
Nurses, $2,700; Y.W.C.A., $1,400;
W.C.T.U., $1,360; and contingencies, 
$3,000. Of the total vote in the de­
partment, $780,200 is fixed by statute.

AT EVENING SITTING 
Resuming after the supper recess, 

the House completed votes in the 
Provincial Secretary’s Department. 
The C.C.F. Opposition appeared 
with red favors in their lapels to 
celebrate the election of a C.C.F. 
candidate at South York, and there 
were brief exchanges over the floor 
of the House.

In discussion, Hon. G. S. Pearson I 
stated that the Government planned | 
to make a survey of the civil serv-1 
ice this year to see what reorgani- 
zatibn would be necessary. Last f 
year 121 permanent employees' had 
been taken on, and 477 temporary j 
employees, exclusive of day labor, p 
In the same year forty-four civil T 
servants had been granted leave of [; 
absence to join the colors.

ONE-MAN BOARD 
A vote of $10,000 for continuation 

of study in health insurance drew ï 
fire. Mr. Pearson explained that 
Dr. W. T. Barrett, chairman of the g 
health insurance board and now its g 
sole member, was engaged on a two- 
year contract, at $5,500 per annum. 6 
With the chairmen were two assist­
ants in office positions. The board 
was drawing simplified plains for j 
health insurance, Mr. Pearson said. | 

Speaking at another point, the 
Provincial Secretary said the Gov­
ernment proposed to go ahead with 
additional building at the Boys’ In­
dustrial School to relieve congestion.

Mrs. Steeves urged the Province, 
to take over control of administra­
tion of relief for the blind, who, she 
[said, did not receive pensions until 
they reached the age of forty. The. 
Public Utilities Commission was 
again challenged, and R. C. Mac- 

| Donald repeated his proposal that 
the Province abolish the commission 
and restore the original water board.

The House passed on, to vote $21,- 
440 for the Department of Fisheries.

PUBLIC WORKS 
The House passed on to estimates 

In the Public Works Department, 
completing them.

Estimates in the Public Works I 
Department call for $3,166,190, com-1 

with $3,163,129 last year.
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The main votes include, mainte-1 
nance vote for roads, bridge^, fer-J 
ries and wharves, $2,119,570; 
pairs and upkeep to Provincial 8 

g Buildings, $427,634; administration, | 
$334,243; maintenance of Legis­
lative Buildings and grounds, $191,-1 
360; maintenance at Government | 
House, $27,300; highways within 1 
municipal areas, $30,000 ; electrical 
energy inspection, $18,842; highway 
signs, $1,350; grant to Dewdney r™ 
Diking Commission, $2,500; steam 
boiler inspection, token vote, $1; 
and minister’s office, $12,300.

DISTRICT ROAD VOTE
The district road vote is detailed 

as follows:
Alberni, $22,000; Atlin, $18,000; 

Burnaby, $10,000; Carlbo, $63,000; 
Chilliwack, $28,000; Columbia, $30-,
000; Comox, $34,000; Cowichan - New­
castle, $30,000; Cranbrook, $25,000; 
Delta, $25.000; Dewdney, $37,500; 
Esquimalt, $33,000; Femie, $23,000; 
Fort George, $42,000; Grand Forks- 
Greenwood, $36,000; Kamloops, $41,- 
QDO; Kaslo-Slocan, $34,000; Lillooet, 
$35,000; Mackenzie, $21,000; Nanai­
mo and The Islands, $25,000; Nel- 
son-Creston, $45,000; New West­
minster, $4.000; North Okanagan, [ 
$31,000; North Vancouver, $3,500; | 
Omineca, $45,000; Peace River, $30,- 1 
000; Prince Rupert, $15,000; Revel- 9 
stoke, $29,000; Rossland-Trail, $18,- I 
000; Saanich, $21,000; Salmon 1 
Arm, $29,000; Similkameen, $33,000; I 
Skeena, $29,000; South Okanagan. I 
$30,000; Vancouver -Point Grey, 1 
$5,000; Yale, $25,000. Total, 1 
$1,005,000.

Supervision, $57,610; ferries, $300,- {8 
000; bridges. $490,000; location of I 
roads, $30,000; snow removal, $65.- 1 
000; machinery, $73,000; Prince | 
Rupert wharf, $&000; contingencies, I 
$79,960; municiF»! roads (classified), 
$10.000. Gross total, $2,119,570.

The annual debate on district 
road votes opened, and lasted for 
an hour. Hon. Herbert Anscomb, 
acting Minister of Public Works in 
the absence of Hon. R. W. Bruhn, 
explained that the Government 
proposed to consult with the new 
committee of departmental en­
gineers in the working out of 
definite road plan for this year.
No capital outlays on roads had | 
yet been decided on. Premier Hart 
replied to questions at another

The House opened votes in the 
Lands Department, with Hon. A.
W. Gray, and passed the minister’s 
salary; before rising to report pro­
gress for the day.

Three new bills were introduced j 
by Attorney-General Maitland, as 
the House adjourned at 11:51 p.m., 
until 2:30 p.m. today. One 
measure provides that the Prov­
ince will follow whatever arrange- I 
ments are made by the Dominion 
on daylight saving time. Another | 
exempts war risks in certain 
classes of insurance contracts. The 
third adds four word to the Truck 
Act. All three were read a first |

Sessional Photograph — Members | 
J of the Twentieth Legislature will I 
I assemble in front of the main steps 1 
I of the Legislative Buildings today at 1 
■ 2:15 p.m., for the annual group pho- j 
| tograph of the House, party whips j 
I announced yesterday.

Committees Ending—Several com-1 
I mittees of the Legislature were I 

„ ufo their work yesterday, | 
Krtth final meetings in camera priori 

I to report in the House. The Public] 
I Accounts Committee will meet today i 
I at 9:30 am., it was announced.

Legislature Closes 
Estimates Revision 

In Double Sittings
Sums Totaling $34,146,126 Approved by Com­

mittee on Ways and Means—Post-War Planning 
Council Will Be Effort to Study Rehabilitation

DRIVING in double sittings yesterday, the British Colum­
bia Legislature ratified the last of the votes in the book 
of estimates, handled twenty bills in various stages of 

completion, and brought prorogation, now mentioned for Thurs­
day, wihin measurable distance. Sums totaling $34,146,126 
were ratified by the House in committee, including $33,094,292 
in estimated outlays for the coming year, $806,970 to balance 
expenditures in the year closing and $245,764 in accounts out­
standing in 1940-41. praised.

In the supplementary estimates land, in lieu of mineral taxes col- 
for the current year were items of lected within municipal bounds, wa*
$50,000 for the Provincial grant to 
air raid precautions services, $40,000 
for storm damage in the early part , 
of the year, $270,000 in payments toj 
farmers who worked out their taxes, j 
$100,000 for immediate bridge re­
placements, and other sums for 
other purposes.

ESTIMATES COMPLETED
With Flight Lieutenant E. V. Fin­

land and R. H. Carson, alternately, 
in the chair, the House completed 
in committee the ratification of all 
budgeted appropriations, ending 
with those in the Departments of 
Lands, Finance, Municipal Affairs, 
and supplementary votes.

Discussion on lands votes was 
light. Colin Cameron asked the 
Province to guard the green timber 
approaches to Strathcona Park, and 
suggested a scheme of experimental 
logging tests that could be carried 
out by the Forestry Service to de­
termine the value of block and strip 
logging. Flight Lieutenant E. H. i 
Eyres suggested the use of demoli­
tion bombs from the air to blow out 
incipient forest fires. H. W. Her- 
ridge praised Provincial help in 
establishing Nakusp Hot Springs 
Park, developing now into a fine 
asset. Hon. A. W. Gray told of re­
forestation efforts, already discussed 
in committee,

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS
Estimates in the Department of 

Lands call for $1,646,610, compared 
with $1,595,034 last year.

The main votes include: Forest 
protection fund, $500,000; depart­
mental salaries, $474,087; miscellane­
ous votes, $296,276; departmental 
expenses, $213,300; under Forest 
Act. $79,500; under Grazing Act, 
$8,333; war service, temporary as­
sistance, $40,000; Land Settlement 
Board, $16,470; temporary assistance 
otherwise, $6,000, and Minister’s of­
fice. $12,645.

The miscellaneous votes include: 
Grant to Canadian Forestry Asso­
ciation, $4,000; timber surveys, 
$10,000; forest research, $14,000; re­
forestation and forest nurseries, 
$120,000; Provincial parks, $20,000; 
water surveys, $30,000; hydrometric 
service, $5,000; under Soldiers’ Land 
Act, $37,500; surveys and maps, 
$52,500; with smaller sums for other 
purposes, $1,000 for advertising and 
$1,275 for contingencies.

passing to votes in the Finance 
Department, the House ratified 
those. The services of Agent- 
General W. A. McAdam, as wartime

SLATION
Its budget completed, save for® 

formalities, the House proceeded oo SÉ 
legislation. Third reading and 
enactment followed for bills top 
amend the Mental Hospitals, Fire 
Marshal’s, Provincial Museum, Anl- ||£ 
mais. Administration, Municipal >§? 
AR.P. (new), Shops Regulation, f 
Teachers' Pensions, and Civil Serv- ; \ > 
ice Superannuation Acts.

Amendments to the Vancouver fH'l 
Enabling. Taxation. Village Munie- '-/M 
ipalitles, and Municipal Acte were ||| 
completed in committee with minor IM 
changes. Under the Vancouver En- :<>f 
abling Act, a proposed municipal i-4 
grant to the Vancouver General 'i% 
Hospital was raised to $275,000 from u 
$200,000; the council being author- 
ized to borrow that sum without by- 
law vote. The Government, it was fv i 
said earlier in the House, will match 
the grant up to $200,000.

Second readings followed for the 
Postwar Rehabilitation Council Bill, fe- 
and measures to amend the Court By 

A grant of $9.600 to Ross-j RUies of Practice, Interpretation,
Truck and Insurance Acts; with | ■ 
brief explanations from the Govern- £? £ 

the sum may bi ment side.ratified, though 
revised next year as such receipt! 
have fallen, it was explained b$ 
Premier Hart.

FINANCE
Estimates in the Department of 

Finance call for $1,954,251, com­
pared with $2,076,996 last year.

The main votes include: Govern­
ment agents and assessors, $599,615; 
motor vehicles’ grant to municipali­
ties, $570,000; civil service superan­
nuation, $360,000; controlling and 
audit branch, $86,200; taxation 
branch, $99,686; general office, $37,- 
740; probate and succession duties 
branch, $22,550; British Columbia 
agency in London, $32,650; postal 
branch, $59,830; Libraries Act, 
$7,000; Coal and Petroleum Board, 
$12,000; Minister’s office. $8,080, and 
miscellaneous votes, $58,900.

Under miscellaneous votes are in­
cluded: Printing, $8,000; interest on 
special deposits, $2,500; delinquent 
extra-municipal school taxes, $25,- 
000; grant to Greenwood, $800; 
grant to Rossland, $9,600; with 
$13,000 for contingencies.

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 
In the Department of Municipal 

Affairs, the House retraced covered 
ground. It was again said that 
Burnaby would return to an elected 
council next year, if the ratepayers 
wish to do so. North Vancouver 
housing was briefly under fire, both ] 
attacked and defended over the j 
same grounds as before. The death 1 
of a ferryman shortly after a public j 
ferry docked led to a proposal that - j 
municipal ferries should be equipped ,r; 
with three-man crews, or else auto-1 
matic safety devices.

E. T. Kenney urged that village 
municipalities with receipts of less 
than $7,500 yearly be relieved of the 
cost of hospital per diem charges at 
70 cents a patient day. The Prov­
ince, he submitted, should absorb 
these costs in less prosperous rural 
centres.

Air rlid precautions were again 
in debate, and it was again explained | 
from the Government side that ne-1 
gotiations with Ottawa are proceed- ji 
ing satisfactorily. Vancouver City’s | 
A.RP. budget is now at Ottawa, 
while those of other areas will be 
forwarded. Attorney-General Mait­
land explained. The Attorney-Gen­
eral agreed to look into what steps 
are being taken in company towns. 
It was largely a question of equip­
ment now, he added. Colonel R. J. 
Manion had been very helpful, and 
most of the initial difficulties had

POSTWAR COUNCIL
Piloting the Postwar Rehabilita-1 

tion Council measure, Premier John | 
Hart stated it was the intention of | 
the Government to carry out the | 
full measure of British Columbia’s a 
responsibilities in that regard. The 
Province would co-operate with the 
Dominion, acting along the same 
lines; and would itself take every 
means of surveying the situation 
that will be met after the war is 
over.

Land settlement schemes of the 
past had been sincere but hurried, 
and not too successful. It was 
hoped in the future to avoid similar 
mistakes; and that where settlement 
was proposed, it would be guided 
and given better means of succeed­
ing. The Postwar Rehabilitation 
Council would be set up, and would 
report back to the Legislature at the 
next session, Premier Hart an­
nounced.

Opposition support for the bill 
was signaled by Harold E. Winch, 
leader of the C.C.F. group in the 
House.

The House recessed at 6:02 pm., 
until 8:30 p.m.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1942
Turning to Opposition measures, 

the Government pressed on past 
midnight and into the early morn­
ing hours. Old-time debates on 
company towns, logging juries and 

several other points to which the 
C.C.F. had previously spoken were 
revived; as, one by one the House

Do not be confused by the storms ' 
and cross-currents on the surface. 
The river of freedom is flowing, deep 
and wide. There is that in men's 
hearts which is carrying them for- 
word, not back to the unregretted 
past. Mistakes there have been, and 
mistakes there always will be with 
human agencies; but it is wrong to 
think that man does not profit from 

He does. In a different

Note and Comment
By 8 AND HAM GRAVES

Prorogation of the first session of 
the Twentieth Legislature of British 
Columbia is near. Presently the sum 
human, which is ever greater than 
its parts—distinguishing men from 
geometry — is about to break up.

cessive divisions. W. W. Lefeaux, 
who brought in a bill to escheat un­
claimed money deposits left with 
corporations, had his proposal com­
mended from the Government side, 
though the measure itself was de­
feated.

The sitting lengthened, with re- 
s ponses .on both sides. At midnight, 
Samuel Guthrie was pressing for 
loggers and miners on accident jur­
ies. At 12:15 a.m., Colin Cameron 
was speaking to autocratic methods 
adopted at some company towns. 
Fifteen minutes later, the House 
reached an Opposition measure to 
amend the Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act, and the fili­
buster was on in earnest.

Dominion Pact Given Second 
Reading by Members of 

Legislature Here

his erorrs. 
age, and in a very different mood, 
the Twentieth Legislature is a 
worthy successor to the long chain 
of parliaments in this province. In 
spirit, it is more closely allied to the 
first Assemblies of Crown Colony 
days; ready to meet life on even 
terms, not afraid to look at its busi­
ness, reflective enough to ponder on 
what it sees.

moods; but they will share some-/ 
thing in common, something that 
was bom of association over a five- 
week period. You would have to 
share that experience to understand jj 
it. You would have to study the j 
living, breathing sum of these human y 
parts to appreciate that what men - 
build is always a little greater than 
themselves; something that is at one 
with the march of all mankind, ■. 
towards freedom.

The Marble Clock, which has seen 
many sessions and a number of dif-■■

Sitting into the small hours of 
this morning, the British Columbia 
Legislature approved of the Domin­
ion-Provincial agreement in prin­
ciple at its evening sitting; giving 
second reading to the measure 
unanimously, after a brief debate. 
The Peace River oil lands lease and 
royalty measure passed second read­
ing on a division of 30 to 16, T. D. 
Pattullo voting with the Opposi­
tion. Victoria City's bill eras read 
a third time and enacted. The 
measure under which the Province 
will act up a Postwar Rehabilitation 
Board was completed in committee, 
without substantial change.

premier John Hart explained that 
the Government proposed to set up 
an initial Postwar Rehabilitation 
Board shortly; composed of seven 
members of the Legislature, who 
win serve voluntarily, except for 
out-of-pocket expenses. To this

I
 later will be added other members. 
Places on the board are to be found 
for two members representing the 
Opposition, Mr. Hart said. The 
name of the body was changed to 
board, the word council conflicting :

I with what may be done at Ottawa.! 
I The main bill of the session, the 
I Dominion-Provincial agreement, was 
I approved in principle with little de- 
j bate. Premier Hart explained that 
■j the measure embodied the text of 
| the agreement already before the 
l House; and under which the Prov- 
1 in ce will turn over income and cor- 
j pc rat ion levies to the Dominion for 
| the duration of the war. in return 
for a fixed grant of $12,048.367 and 
other exchanges.

Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 
made the point that the Province 
was agreeing to the pegging of its 
revenues, whereas in his opinion 
British Columbia should not sur­
render what he termed “participa­
tion” in the income tax as collected 
from year to year by the Dominion. 
He voted for the measure, however, 
after the House returned from an 
[incursion into the findings of the 
Rowell-Sirois report.

The oil lease measure drew re­
newed debate. Mr. Pattullo. joined 

I by Opposition benches, forcing the 
I issue to a division on second reading. 
The bill was approved in principle 

I by thirty to sixteen, coalition groups 
l supporting the measure, with the 
| C.C.F.. Labor, and Mr. Pattullo 
against it. No fresh point was 
brought out in the debate, the Gov­
ernment reiterating that oil had not 
been found, and that the Province 
did not have money enough to prove 
the field on its own initiative. The 
bill, it was said, gave the Govern­
ment discretionary powers to deal 

[with the case when a maturer de­
cision could be reached.

OTHER legislation 
Pressing on with other legislation, 

the House enacted hills to amend 
the Village Municipalities, Taxation. 
Vancouver Enabling, Municipal, In- 

|t«preUttan, Truck, Insurance and

lature. The sum of its human parts 
is a larger and more human sum 
than any we have seen for many a 
year. When prorogation comes, 
when each of the forty-eight Mem­
bers leaves for his, or her, home, 
they will be taking with them part 
of something that did not exist 
before, part of the separate identity 
which is born of every human con­
course, where minds may inter­
change and grow. Growth, no doubt, 
is one of the goals of freedom; and 
here is evidence that it comes where 
it is encouraged, as it is in a par­
liamentary way.

ferent Legislatures, would know what 
I mean. There is a point at which 
men—however diverse in their ways 

That is valu-—think in common, 
able thinking, strained of its imme­
diate and psychological prejudices. 
It is the best part of our free insti- j 
tution of parliament; the place 
where men, and women, can meet 
and disagree. After disagreement 
has ranged its course, human minds 
work around to the other side of the 
same problems, and there they find j. 
much upon which to agree. It is j 
this agreement, all the facts known 
and weighed, that is the essence of | 
the great human sum that is a par- ± 
liament; and one that the Marble } 
Clock would defend against all |

FOLLOW ADVICE
OF FORESTERS

C.C.F. Members of Legisla­
tive Committee Attack 

Construction of Bridge

Before calling for tenders from 
mills in the districts where Gov­
ernment work is to be carried out,
F. H. Harrison, chief purchasing 
agent for the Province, receives ad­
vice from the forestry service, he 
told the public accounts committee 
of the Legislature yesterday.

Under the policy previously in ef­
fect, local officials of the Depart­
ment of Public Works provided in­
formation cm the location of mills.

Though its tender was $200 higher 
than that submitted by the Al­
berta Lumber Company, Vancouver, 
the Big Bend Cedar Pole Company, 
with which Capt. C. S. Leary, former 
Minister of Public Works, is asso­
ciated, supplied timber for the 
Marblehead Bridge over the Lardeau 
River.

EXPRESS DIFFERING VIEWS
C.CJ1. members of the committee 

attacked the erection of the bridge 
as being unjustified, and said that! 
there had been petitions against it. I 
Captain Leary, in reply, read a letter | 
written in 1931 by the Conservative! 
Association of Kalso, urging that the I 
bridge be built.

Purchasing Agent Harrison said] 
the $200 spread was not great, and] 
that it was not unusual to give pref- 
erence to a bidder closer to the 
project to be built if the spread was 
not excessive.

Asked by members of the commit­
tee if be had authorised the build­
ing of the bridge, Arthur Dixon, 
deputy Minister of Public Works, re­
plied: Tm purely a subordinate offi­
cial of the Government. I only do 
as rm told."

Mi. Dixon added that once the 
Government decided to build a 
bridge he furnished advice on the 
proper site for It However, he him- j 
self had not seen The site for ttw 
Marblehead Bridge, though Public

wits are working to some advantage. 
It will be strange indeed If some of 
the problems are not solved, and ably 
solved, during its term of office.

By indirection, no doubt, the Legis­
lature reflects the country it repre­
sents. That is the same broad land, 
with mighty rivers flowing into three 
oceans; with a rock-ribbed mountain 
backbone that will not soon fall 
apart; with fertile valleys favored 
by the best that Nature has to offer; 

j with forest cover still unique among 
[ the nations of the world. But it is 
i a great empty land ; where roads, 
schools, hospitals, and all the serv- 

I ices that human beings require, have 
had to be added sparingly, and 
almost one at a time. It is, too, the 
land of hope; nor will you find 
defeatism in the sum that is the 
Twentieth Legislature. Particularly 
from the frontiers of our province

human skill



I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12,1942

1

B.C. Session Enters 
Closing Hours With 

Prorogation Today
Debates Flashing as House Speeds Programme 

Begun on January 8—Propose Photographing 
of Valuable Records as Wartime Measure

SUPPLY IS GRANTED i The amendment was ruled out of 1 
Resuming at night, the LegisJ order, as one that could reduce the I 

lature granted Supply to His Maj-I revenues of the Crown. The ruling f
esty in the sum of $34,146,026 ;1 was sustained on division, by 28 to |_
taking the Supply Bill through all! 16, and the House continued on the jpjjj 
stages, piloted by Premier John! bill.
Hart. Of the votes, $33,064,292 is MEASURE PROCEEDS
for the coming fiscal year, $805,970! Mr pattullo offered two other® 
for the year closing, and $245,764 to I amendments, in succession, in an bgi 
balance books of the year 1940-41. effort to have the fixing of the roy-gg 

alty rate confined to direct action by I

. RIVING towards its close, which is expected this after-
WÈ II noon, the first session of the Twentieth Legislature was 
ffi dying hard yesterday. It began on January 8. All through
p afternoon and evening sittings, debates were flashing afresh on 
!H retraced ground. Labor relations, governmental purchasing, 

preservation of public records in wartime and many other mat- 
were canvassed as the House proceeded with committee

m rep0rtS in the aftern00n' The social welfare committee com-
| Among the recommendations made mended work being done by the 

by the Public Accounts Committee Province through psychiatrists; 
was one that valuable records in the urged the removal of 400 patients 
Provincial Archives be copied by from Essondale to other quarters, to 
photostatic means and the records; lessen crowding, and reported on 
themselves removed for safe keeping.1, examinations made generally into 

was a^° proposed that, where time institutions for the feeble minded. 
m Permits, the Province caU tenders for The labor committee told of two

the purchase of all supplies over $100 meetings held in connection with _
in value. The committee’s report industrial disputes and the present ture, teachers and parent-teachers 
that the^ public accounts had been machinery for dealing with them,

« j *■* provoked and of representations made by
labor groups for the repeal of Section 
5 of the Industrial Conciliation and

On public bills in private hands, 
the House agreed to the withdrawal 
of a bill by E. E. Winch to amend 
the Registered Nurses Act; after 
assurances by Hon. G. S. Pearson 
that the subject matter would be 
looked into during the year.

Hon. H. G. Perry opposed a bill 
to amend the University of British 
Columbia Act, offered by Mrs., 
Steeves, which would have changed 
the method of electing eleven gov­
ernors. Mrs. Steeves proposed that 
three governors be elected by the 
Senate, two by the Government, 
others by different groups, Includ­
ing Farmers’ Institutes, organized 
labor, British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation, Parent-Teacher Asso­
ciations, and directly from high 
schools.

Responding, the Minister of Edu­
cation said representation by occu­
pation or calling would not work 
out. Under the bill, labor, agricul-

examined and approved 
the first debate of the day.

REPLY IS MADE 
For an hour the House discussed j Arbitration Act on the ground that 

issues already aired before the Public ^ statute in that particular had 
Accounts Committee in connection not worked well, 
with construction of the Marblehead Government benches reiterated 
Bridge in Kaslo-Slocan, and car pur- that the statute would not be re­
chases in the Department of Agricul- opened this year, because there had
ture. Captain C. S. Leary, former 
Minister of Public Works, and Hon. 
K. C. MacDonald, Minister of Agri­
culture, rose in reply.

Captain Leary said that the serv­
ices. of the Big Bend Cedar Pole 

H Company, in which he had an inter­
est, in connection with the supply 
of piling and ferry operation had 
helped the Province, and that the 
Marblehead Bridge had been de­
manded by residents in his riding for 
twenty years. An effort had been 
made, he asserted, to discredit him- 

jH!g self, on the word of a man who had 
been disappointed in not receiving a 
job.

Dr. MacDonald explained the 
method of car purchases followed in 
his department, where the trade-in 
of old cars was involved. It had been 
his practice to have the old cars

been Insufficient time to consider the 
implications involved.

LABOR RELATIONS
General debate on the whole sub­

ject of labor relations followed, on a 
bill by Colin Cameron to amend 
the Industrial Conciliation and Ar­
bitration Act; by repealing Sec­
tion 5, by reducing the period in 
which negotiations for union recog­
nition would take place, and by 
rewording the collective bargaining 
clause in the statute.

The C.C.F. Opposition declared 
that the Province had been dilatory 
in the field of labor relations, and 
had not taken steps to make labor 
a full partner in the war effort, as 
had been done in the United King 
dom^and elsewhere. The change 
proposed in the statute was a slight 
one, and fully under the supervision

driven into a garage and examined, and control of the Department of 
to ascertain their proper trade-in Labor. Action now would improve

New cars were then pur- ; labor relations, and establish new 
through the purchasing j morale in the war effort, Opposition

w'ould each name governors; while 
all other groups would be denied, 
and the Government’s own repre­
sentation would be cut from six to 
two members. As matters stand, 
Mr. Perry showed, teachers, or­
ganized labor, industrial and other 
bodies are represented on the board.

The measure was defeated on a 
show of hands.

OIL BILL DEBATED
The C.C.F. group withdrew two 

bills containing amendments to the 
Shops Regulation Act, dealing with 
heating in stores; and to the Hours 
of Work Act, on other points, upon 
Government representations that 
these matters would be looked into 
between sessions. The House passed 
on to the Peace River oil measure.

Harold E. Winch opposed the 
lease clause in the Oil Lease Bill, 
one to amend the Coal and Petrol­
eum Act. Under its terms, he said, 1 
the Province could remove the re- § 
serve on the Peace River lands, and 
lease the land upon any terms it 
desired. The C.C.F. believed that 
the reserve should be maintained, 
and the lease clause struck from 
the bill. Mr. Winch moved to that

T. D. Pattullo returned to an at­
tack on the measure he had opened 
earlier in the session. The Gov­
ernment should continue drilling at 
the site, and deal with the situa-

Lhe Legislature. One proposed that] 
royalty rates would remain as 
until other rates were provided by|jflflj 
the Legislature. That was defeated! 
on a show of hands. Mr. Pattullol 
then reworded his amendment tol 
read, that the rates of 15 per cent, 
as in the Government measure, re­
main until other rates were set by 
the Legislature. That was also de­
feated, on a show of hands.

The House proceeded with other 
sections of the measure, ratifying 
the royalty clause as presented in 
the bill, and a subsequent section 
dealing with discretionary right to 
make regulations governing the 
whole area in which oil exploration 
has been going on.

Harold E. Winch moved a six 
months’ hoist before third reading 
of the bill, stating that the Opposi­
tion was opposed to the principle of 
relinquishing natural resources to 
private control. The Opposition 
called for a division on the Winch 
amendment, and the six months’ 
hoist, which would have killed the 
measure, was defeated 29 to 16, with 
Mr. Pattullo and Mr. Uphill voting 
with the fourteen C.C.F. members in 
the House.

FINAL BILLS PASS
Sustained on all divisions on the 

measure, the Government called for 
third reading and enactment of the 
oil bill, which then carried. Minor jj||j 
amendments, dealing with reword- 
ing only, had been written into the 
bill. «

The Dominion-Provincial agree­
ment went through third reading 
and enactment, without debate or 
change, being the principal legisla­
tion of the session. Its legislative 
programme completed, the House 
passed on to motions on the order 
paper, sitting late. Prorogation is 
expected at 3 p.m. today.

¥

I value.
■pitied ..
1 agent, with allowances for exchanges! members contended.
Iso determined. He had no apologies
I to make for that system, he declared. | would be's^d^during the “ an<j *hen ftomf “ 1
• T™, comm“'*e, s r=p^.w" coming year with a view to seeing pe ,be“CVed J f * ,ou"d- h« | 
Icelvri on a division of 26 to It, th= what ^ wouM be practical dKlared "

Li,™ Ü””05 *" and might improve the working of
the measure, Government benches 
made no further reply. Coalition 
members, however, rose in defence 
of the Minister of Labor, who, they 
said, had come in for personal

I the findings of the panel.
OTHER REPORTS 

The agricultural committee re com- 
| mended the addition of a farmer to 
I the game board; the relaxation of

looting regulations to permit de- attack. Few men had done more
j struction of pheasants damaging 
j crops; assistance with lime deliveries 
J at the rate of $1 a ton, and regretted 
I reduction of the bounty on predatory 
I animals in recent years. Resolutions
I presented by Farmers’ Institutes and second reading, which was refused. 
I the Farmers’ Advisory Board were The C.C.F. Opposition, with Thomas 
I reported, and a number re com- Uphill, Labor, voted for the measure.

nded as endorsed by the com-

for labor in the last twelve years 
than Hon. 
sponded.

The bill was pressed to a division, 
and was defeated 27 to 14 before

'flMr. Pattullo rehearsed 
the history of the oil companies’ 
dispute with the Province two years | 
ago; and supported the Winch mo­
tion, which was defeated on a show § 
of hands. The lease clause was re­
worded, and ratified.

Mr. Pattullo returned to oppose 
the next clause, that dealing with 

G. 8. Pearson, they re- the authority of the Government to 
1 deal with private or other interests, 
and to charge a royalty to be fixed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, not to exceed fifteen cents 
an acre plus fifteen per cent of the 
gross proceeds from the sale of crude 
petroleum or natural gas. He pro­
posed an amendment, to have the 
Legislature fix a definite royalty of 
12 1-2 per cent, subject to review 
by the Legislature from time to 

’time.

Hon. R. W. Bruhn, new Minister 
of Public Works, was welcomed 
back in his seat after a prolonged 
absence due to ill-health.

The House recessed at 6:06 pm., 
8:30 pm.

{Legislature 
Prepares to 

End Sessionl
The. British Columbia Legislature I 

■ swept its order paper clear of bills I 
1 and estimates yesterday before ris-I 
ling at 11:35 pm. until 10:30 am.I 
I today. Prorogation is expected tol 
I follow at 3 p.m., if motions on the P 
I order paper have been disposed off 
I by them.



:
A similar reply was made to B. G.l 

Webber, M.PP., who urged that the 
Government take steps to insure 
adequate teacher training in the 
war period, and revision of teacher 
salary schedules. If the Province 
acted to bring in new schedules, he 
said, the Crown should absorb the 
cost of any increases recommended 

Clearing its order paper in the] 
morning period, the House approved 
of a recommendation offered by the 
Leader of the Opposition and 
urging the Province to study the 
creation of a British Columbia 
Research Institute, to take advan­
tage of the spread of science in 
relation to raw materials. Another 
resolution asked the Government to

—---------------- inquire into the status of non-
», sandham ORAVB ! enemy mlien» to internment who I

mit d u r> l . . . may wish to volunteer for service I
rih. British Columbia Legislature was prorogued by Lieu- in the armed forces of the Crown. 
tenant-Governor W. C. Woodward at 3:23 p.m. yesterday DOMINION PACT APPROVED 

u , .,r th,rty-fiv« *»tt*ngs commenced on January 8. The Among thrf acts of the session.
House s last action was the passing of a solemn warning to the now assented to. outstanding meas- 
uominion Government on the gravity of British Columbia’s j ures were the Dominion-Provincial

' nent on the transfer of Pro- 
,1 taxation Avenues during the 

war period; upward revision of old 
age pensions; provision for the 
immediate establishment of a Post 
war Rehabilitation Board; and the 
Peace River oil lands measure.

So ended the first session of the 
Twentieth Legislature, and the first 
under Coalition Government in 
British Columbia; a session in 
which the new Administration was 
firmly established, and ably sup­
ported in the House.

B.C. Legislature 
| Urges Dominion 

To Speed Defence
Twentieth Assembly Endorses Canadian Legion 

Call for Total War Effort, and Pledges Prov­
ince’s Full Resources to Canada’s Fighting 

Cause—Fifty-Three Acts Passed

T

g| position on the Pacific, which followed unanimous endorsation 
of the Canadian Legion's call for total war effort.

Supplies

-

-

were granted to the 
Crown In the sum of $34,146,026; 
fifty-two other acts received final 
assent by His Honor, and Members i 
rose at their seats to sing the Na­
tional Anthem. The battle of 
sional papers, a tradition with Bri­
tish Columbia Legislatures, a 
emitted, as the House rose to 
serious mood.

His Honor was attended in the 
House by Lieut.-Col. Vincent Mc-| 
x*nn>i M.c , and Lieut. NeU Fraser,

f R.CN.VÜ. tti the prorogation 
speech, Hon. W. C. Woodward 

j thanked the Twentieth Legislature! 
- for its labors, mentioned the chief

“Therefore be it resolved that, 
without any desire to encroach 
upon the rights and privileges of 
the Federal Parliament, we urge the 
Government and Parliament of 
Canada to implement the pledge 
given as a signatory to the Twenty- 
Six Nations' Pact on January 1, 
1942. wherein each Government 
pledged to employ its full resources 
against those members of the Tri­
partite Pact and its adherents with 
which such Government is at war. 
by a compulsory national selection 
of manpower and the mobilization 
of the whole resources of Canada, 
both human and material, for the 
purpose of victory:

“And further be it resolved that 
it concurs in the ‘call for total war* 
made to the Prime Minister of

Acts of the first session and pro­
rogued the House.

Canadian war planes on patrol! _____ _____________  — _
droned through the skies as the, Canada by the Canadian Legion of| 
---- *“--------------------------1 ‘‘ ~ the British Empire Service League

I
 session ended. In Its appeal to Ot­
tawa, the Legislature did not mince 
words, passing the following resolu­
tion unanimously:

This Legislative Assembly of Brit-1

I
ish Columbia, conscious of the) 
gravity of the war and more parti­

al Ottawa, on October 21, 1941.
Debate on the motion had been 

completely non-partisan, and the 
resolution itself was carried unani­
mously: after brief speeches by the 
mover and seconder, and an elo-

I
cularly to its relation to the secur- quern appeal by C. G. MacNeU, 
ity of the people of the Province of M PP.. in which he called for -pro- 
British Columbia, considers it our duction for victory.” All three men 
solemn duty to call the attention of speaking to the motion were veter- 
the Federal Government of Canada ans from the conflict of 1914-18, in 
to the immediate necessity of com- which, they reminded the House,

-------- * * iqore than 60,000 Canadians had|and fullest

mp
I % ;

y?-, ;

ill*

-H :■* fr : A'.'
j pie ting the strongest 

neasures of defence ___ ___
Demies.” 'laid down their lives in the same|
The nwtV» was made by Hon.cause for world freedom.

I
H. G. Perry in the name of Premier END SESSIONAL PROGRAMME 
Joim Hart, and was seconded by Though the motion to sub- 
Harold K. Winch, leader of the of- squently defeated, a resolution by R] 
kial Opposition. W. w. Lefeaux, MJPP. for the ap- ™

ADOPT LEGION’S CALL pointment of permanent public 
Before that the House In a four- Prosecutors, in place of Individually- 

hour working sitting in the mom- briefed counsel in British Columbia 
tog endorsed the Canadian Legion's criminal trials, gained the attention 
call for total war effort, ip the fol- of the House. Mr. Lefeaux argued 
lowing resolution, moved by J. A. ***** $71.000 had been spent last 
Paton. M4VP., and seconded by *.*ear for legal fees, and that whole- 
T. Kenney, MPP.: Mme prosecutors would give greater

This Legislative Assembly of efficiency at less cost. Government 
I British Columbia, recognising the benches promised to take therecom- 
! grave perils facing the British Com-mediation under advisement.

n wealth of Nations and ail those I 
|United Nations of the world now!

to war the aggression of 1 
| the Axis powers, hereby pledges the | 

of the Province 
I Canada for the i
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 31,1942] 
_____

; ; Statutory B.C. Committee 
^To Discuss Post-war Plans

^MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2,194f|

■Frauds Prevention Act Debated

Armchair Prospectors 
Cause of Difficulties

A permanent committee to dis- 
[ cuss postwar planning will be set 

up by the B.C. Legislature, At- 
! torney-General Maitland said Fri-,
| Gay.

The government, he said, will 
l bring in an act to this end.

C.C.F. members applauded en- 
l thuslastically.

The committee will plan for 
! the return of the soldiers after 
i the war.

"We don’t want any repetition 
of the last post war period,” Mr. 
Maitland said.

To the C.C.F. the Attorney- 
j General said, "We don’t want any 
? tearing down—we want building 
[ up—we want fair criticism and 
) your suggestions—we have a 
■ grim task ahead of us and in that

task the war effort must come J 
first.”

Mr. Maitland said that in C.C.F. I 
speeches he could not detect one | 
word of encouragement to any I 
young man to join the forces or I 
to anyone to buy war bonds or fl 
savings certificates.

The C.C.F., he said, is discour-1 
aging people. The men who I 
joined up are not asking for new I 
orders or new deals, they are ask-1 
ing only for equipment.

"Get behind these men and | 
help them,” the Atomey-General g 
said. "If you don’t help them, 
these boys won’t come back.” L

The 'C.C.F., he said, has not! 
made one statement about win-! 
nirig the war "without a red or 1 
pink tag attached with an ‘if or F 
a ‘but’.”

Close Borstal Home
Suspension of the Borstal Boys’, 

Home in Burnaby for duration 
of the war is under consideration, I 
according to Attorney-General ! 
K, L. Maitland.

Suggestion has been made that ! 
the home, which has a staff of I 
eight under Superintendent I 
Angus MacLeod, and 11 inmates, [ 
niight be moved into a hospital I 
for war emergencies.

'The matter is under con-1 
sidération,” Mr. Maitland said, I 

hut_ I can make no detailed 
statement yet.”

The Legislature’s mining com 
1 mittee, after detailed explanation 
I of the Securities Frauds’ Preven-

, STUMBLING BLOCKS
"I am and always have been 

ready to assist the prospector to 
» tion Act by E. K. deBeck. com- free shares and if possible

missioner of the act, will hear to have cash—it is the broker and 
evidence from prospectors and the financier who are the stumb- 
promoters who consider the* act ]ing b'oe’rs, and in all probability 

I detrimental to the mining indus- they could not finance a deal sult- 
I try in B.C. able to the prospector. Let us

W. J. Asselstine, former Min- i0ok at whether the further re*
ister of Mines, said that in the 
opinion of the public there was 
conflict between the Mining De­
partment and the administration 
of the act, and this should be 
cleared up.

Mr. deBeck said the act was 
beneficial to the public, but that 
it was not understood.

Members of the committee 
were of the opinion the act 
should be sold to the public. 
PROSPECTORS OBJECT

frioval of supervision and restric­
tions would help the prospector. 
I am of the opinion it would not. 
There is probably a far greater 
number of armchair prospectors 
than legitimate prospectors. 
These are merely claim stakers. 
In any new field of excitement 
there are unlimited numbers of 
claims staked!”

Mr. deBeck Instanced Bridge 
River and Zeballos and said: "I 
doubt there is any business or

Several letters were read from professional man who, during 
prospectors objecting to the act. these excitements, has not been 

“I’ve come across several cases approached by someone who says 
where I thought the prospectors he is on his way to stake some 
got a pretty raw deal,” said At- claims and for a consideration is 
torney-General R. L. Maitland. willing to stake claims and give 

Mr. deBeck said he deplored the person putting up the money 
the fact that $1 out of every $5 a one-half interest. The existence 
went to the raising of money for of such parasitic gentlemen gives 
investment. He said he would a bad name for the legitimate ones 
like to see sufficient confidence to find a market for financing the 
in B.C. projects so that the bulk prospect. In other words, the 
of the money would go into the prospector needs some protection 
ground. and the only protection he has is

Objection to the act, Mr. de- for constant vigilance and fre- 
Beck said, came from promotersj quent investigation of promotions 
largely. of the private company type.”

He said his department wasl 
continually faced with the prob- 

| lem of "the directors who do not 
1 direct—they leave it to one man.”

Tt is with great reluctance 
I we interefere with boards of di- 
j rectors so long as they direct 
I properly,” Mr. deBeck said. "We 
| sometimes ask ‘are ym attending 
j to business?’—and sometimes 
I threaten to advertise the facts in 
j the papers, if they don’t attend 
I to business.”

"A vindictive, disgruntled share- 
9 holder can create a great deal 
I of trouble,” Mr. deBeck said. "To 
I have an honest promoter accused 
I of criminal acts and all sorts of 
I skullduggery, and held up as a 
| crook, liar and thief, discourages 
9 others, equally honest.”
I FREEBOOTING DAYS

Regarding dissatisfaction of 
| prospectors, Mr. deBeck said 

"some people, ' Including many 
I bona fide prospectors, believe the 
] Securities Act is responsible to 
la whole or large extent. This 
1 situation, however, has been ex- 
I plotted by those who would like 
I to see the act abolished, with a re- 
I turn to the freebooting days, us- 
ling sympathy for the poor 
I prospector.”

He said he was of the opinion 
I the act was in no way responsible 
I for the condition.

"On the contrary I am of the 
I opinion the act, under a sound 
I administration, is beneficial to 
I prospectors,” he said.

His greatest trouble today, he 
I said, was with small exempted 
j companies and. syndicates.

"There hardly any limit to 
! some of

B.C. People Invest 
In Perpetual Motion

British Columbians are evi-| 
dently a gullible people.

E. K. deBeck, before the Legis-I 
lative mining committee today, I 
disclosed that more than $300,0001 
had been invested by British Co-1 
lumbians in a perpetual motion J 
machine.

He said he had great trouble I 
watching inventions, for people I 
loved to invest in them.

"I don’t want to stand in thel 
way of speculative investment, as 9 
long as they are sound,” he said, r

Tiie securities commissioner I 
disclosed that his department is I 
continuing to investigate specu-l 
lative companies, particularly I 
mines. In , the last four and half I 
years nearly 350 firms have been I 
investigated, unknown to the | 
public.
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House Committee Approves 
Abolishing Company Unions

The government will be re­
quested by the Legislature to 
amend the Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act so that em­
ployers must bargain with the 
Union which employees desig­
nate as their bargaining agency.

The Legislature’s new labor 
committee Monday night voted 
in favor of the change in the act, 
which now says the employer 
may counter with a suggestion 
of a company union.

The committee, through the 
Legislature, will ask considera­
tion of this change by Labor 
Minister Geo. S. Pearson at the 
present sitting of the House.
BIG DELEGATION

In the crowded, smoky Maple 
Room, committee members met 
26 delegates representing unions 
affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, the Cana­
dian Federation of Labor and the 
Canadian Congress of Labor. J. 
J. Robertson of Victoria was 
chairman.

The delegation, In its «brief, 
pointed out that employers now 
may delay start of bargaining 
Employers, it was said, when 
they learn their employees wish 
to make agreements, try immedi­
ately to form a company union 
or attempt to break up the em­
ployees’ union.

The brief asks that the Depart­
ment of Labor, notified that the 
majority of employees have se­

lected their bargaining agency, 
shall appoint a representative of 
the department to conduct a vote 
of the employees by secret bal­
lot “within a specified time of 
short duration.”

The brief continues “if he' is 
satisfied the majority of the em-J 
ployees designate the union in­
volved as their bargaining 
agency, he shall immediately 
notify the employer to this ef­
fect. We believe it should bel 
made unlawful for the employer, 
upon receipt of communication 
from the Department of Labor, 
to seek in any^ manner to restrain 
his employees from belonging to 
the union of their choice.” « 
HEALTH INSURANCE

The labor brief also asked that 
the B.C. government take imme­
diate steps to bring low-scale 
wages “frozen” by the federal I 
government up to a level consis­
tent with “the increased wages 
that are general throughout most 
industries”; that health insurance 
be put into effect; that a repre­
sentative of labor be included on 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Board; that sufficient funds and 
equipment be made available for
A.R.P. work; that cost-of-living 
bonuses be made retroactive toj 
August, 1939, and that Industriel j 
now working their employees j 
more than eight hours a day re­
vise their present method of em­
ployment to eliminate overtime 
as far as practicable.

Deer, Wolves, Coyotes 
I Menacing B.C. Farms

Agriculture Minister K. C. 
jH| MacDonald, in the Legislature 

j rij Monday night admitted deer are 
i becoming a menace to the 

|] farmers of British Columbia.
] Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 

j I and Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowi*
[ . j chan-Newcastle, said deer are 

1 doing much to destroy crops in 
a their constituencies of Vancouver 
1 Island. «

| Louis LeBourdais, Liberal, 
Cariboo, urged the Attorney- 

ill General to reconsider the vote 
11| for destruction of predatory 
m animals. The vote has been cut 
f?| $5,000.
J j He asked appointment of an 

S agricultural man on the game

Blind Children Crowded 
Into Fire Trap School

B.C.’s School for Deaf and 
II Blind Children at Jericho Beach 
J is dangerously overcrowded, C. 
IE. MacDonald, superintendent, 
I told the Legislature’s social wel- 
I fare committee today.

The institution houses 20 more 
I children than fire regulations al- 
| low, Mr. MacDonald said.

As for health conditions, he 
[told how 33 girls have one batli- 
1 tub, three toilets and six wash- 
1 basins; 23 younger boys have one 
I tub, two toilets and three basins 
I and 21 older boys have two tubs, 
I two toilets and two basins.

Classrooms and dormitories 
I have reached the saturation point 
I and soon students will have to

Marketing Control
Hon. K. C. MacDonald de- II 

I fended marketing control from I 
I Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, in [j 

the Legislature Monday.
I Dr. Gillis said a minority is II 
I ruling In B.C. marketing, 40C or l 
180 farmers saying what nearly.! 
I 2,000 shall do.

"The Marketing Act is not I 
what it should be,” Dr. Gillis 1 

I said.
Dr. MacDonald admitted some J 

flaws In the act and blamed “the | 
lack of loyalty of producers them-1 
selves—producers who are unwil-1 
ling to stay within the confines I 
of their organizations.”

dine in two shifts, so crowded is 
the dining-room. "We reached 
our limit in 1925,” Mr. Mac­
Donald said. All the teachers 
but one are women, as it is dif­
ficult to obtain men teachers. 
ACCIDENTS NOT V.D.

There are at present 88 chil- 
dren in the school. Mr. Mac­
Donald said there is public mis­
conception regarding the chil­
dren, most people believing they 
are there because of venereal 
disease. On the other hand, he 
pointed out, they are there be­
cause of dynamite caps, knives 
and scissors, and because of scar­
let fever and other such diseases.

I Barge Sold for $20
Acting Public Works Minister 

I Herbert Anscomb has informed 
I the Legislature, in reply to ques- 
I tions from Herbert Herridge, 
1 C.C.F., Rossland-Trail, that the 
I Big Bend Cedar Pole Company 
I purchased a ferry barge on the 
I Arrow Lakes from the govem- I ment for $20.

The government has rented a 
I barge on the Arrow Lakes, Mr. 
I Anscomb said, from the Big Bend 
I Cedar Pole Company as a substi- I tute ferry at $8 a day for 20 days.

I Victoria A1P. 
jin Poor Shape, 
i Says Gargrave

In Greater Victoria is a serious 
I situation in regard to A.R.P., Her- 
jbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mackenzie, 
I said in the Legislature Monday 
j night.

“In the Victoria area you have 
B one municipality pulling away 
a from another—from the general 
| scheme,” he said. “I believe a 
I metropolitan scheme should be 
j developed.”

Mr. Gargrave told of A.R.P. in- 
I adequacy at Shirley, west of 
| Sooke.

“In that small but important 
I community the chief A.R.P 
[ warden is a man over 70 and 
I stone deaf—and on the night of 
[the last blackout he didn’t hear 
jthe air raid warnings over the 
B radio and the result was that the 
I warden’s house was the only one 
g that wasn't blacked out,” Mr. 
g Gargrave said.

In Victoria, Mr# Gargrave 
thought, perhaps too much atten­
tion is being paid to whether the 
warden was friendly or not with 
certain people In authority.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch said 28 air raid sirens had 
arrived in Vancouver in recent 
days, but are not being put up be­
cause the contract of which they 
are part has been canceled and 
another placed.

Attorney-General Maitland, re­
plying, said he knew nothing 
about the original contract, but 
did know experts said Vancouver 
needed two-tone sirens.

Mr. Gargrave thought the B.C. 
government should have more 
authority in A.R.P. work.

Mr. Maitland said fine work 
had been done in the matter of 
transportation, shelter and feed­
ing, should air raids occur.

board. Such a man would be I 
able to protect the interests of I 
the farmers, who now appear to I 
be discriminated against in I 
favor of the sportsmen, tie said. I

Wolves, coyotes and black bear J 
are becoming a serious mena 
in the interior, Mr. Le Bourda 
said, . killing sheep, cattle and! 
colts.

He suggested that serious con- { 
sidération be given the recom-t 
mendation of the farmers’ insti­
tutes of the Cariboo that the [ 
game act be administered by the I 
forest branch. He pointed out | 
that the farmers’ advisory board j 
had come year after year to Vic-1 
toria and passed resolutions call- i 
ing for increased bounties, but [ 
nothing had been done.

WOULD ABOLISH 
CIVIL SERVICE ACT

Agriculture Minister K. (X 
MacDonald in the Legislature 
Monday said that if he had his 
way he would abolish the Civil 
Service Act.

This would, in his opinion, bo 
the “greatest service.”

He was replying to questions 
from Grant MacNeil, C.C.F.. 
Vancouver-Burrard, who wanted! 
to know how appointments are 
made to the Department of Agri­
culture.

The minister said some of his 
appointments are not subject to 
the Civil Service Act. It is im­
possible, he said, for people in 
outlying farm districts to come 
to Victoria to write examinations.

Tie pointed out that if the act 
was strictly adhered to, Victoria 
and Vancouver residents would 
have an unfair advantage over 
people in distant parts of the 
province. He said he preferred 
certain people, with farm back­
grounds, in his province, rather 
than eity people who were sub­
ject to the Civil Service Act

SSI

I Free Legal Aid
Attorney-General R. L. Malt-1 

land, K.C., and Wm. T. Stralth, 1 
K.C., Liberal, Victoria, Monday 1 
night said In the Legislature no I 

. | person need do without legal ad-f 
vice or assistance because he j 
lacked funds.

The Attorney-General explain 
I operations of the junior Van-1 
* couver bar's "legal aid to the I 
poor" and Mr. Stralth followed I 
it with a description of the simi­
lar Victoria, system.

Mrs. Dolly Sleeves, C.C.F., j 
North Vancouver, who raised the j 
issue, suggested the free legal aid I 
he organized and publicized by j 
the government.

■E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, I 
stated he had tried the free legal I 
aid In Victoria on behalf of a drug I 
addict. The junior barrister to I 
whom the case had been as-1 

Igned had refused to take it un- 
■ss paid $35, he said.
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From Crown Lands No Increase inConsider ForestHart Says
Christmas trees next year may 

| be cut from Crown land, Chief 
| Forester C. D. Orchard told the 
i Legislature’s forestry committee 
j today.

Next summer, Mr. Orchard 
I said, his department will experi- 
I ment with a “trapline system” of 
j Christmas tree cutting, in which 
H a number of bona fide settlers 
1 and farmers will be permitted to 
1 cut 5,000 young évergreens each 
1 on Crown land, 

jj Until now the forest branch has 
1 forbidden Christmas tree cutting 
§ on Crown land. Cutting, however, 
$ will continue to be forbidden in 

coast areas where timber may be 
Ê more profitably reserved for log- 
i ging.

I The department expects to 
H issue between 75 and 100 permits, 
| charging $5 each for the permits, 
Ü Mr. Orchard said. The branch 
F; may also collect a small royalty, 

he said.

Teachers’ Grants
The provincial government is I 

not prepared at present to in i 
crease its grant toward* school I 
teachers’ salaries and is conse-l 
quently not ready to order a raise! 
in the minimum paid teachers, I 
Minister of Education H. G. Perry! 
said in the Legislature Tuesday. I 

The B.C. Teachers’ Federation,! 
he said, had asked that the mini-1 
mum salary be raised from $7801 
to $900 a year. The government I 
allows a grant up to $680 a year! 
for each teacher. The remainder I 
Is met by the local school board. I 
In view of the fact the govern-1 
ment was not ready to Increase I 
its grants, It was not prepared I 
to force the boards to shoulder I 
the increased burden, Mr. Perry I 
said. They could raise salarie» I 
themselves if they wished.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., I 
North Vancouver, submitted the I 
teachers sought the Increase I 
from the government, not front I 
their own boards. The new cur­
riculum, excellent though It was,

I entailed higher costs. She was 
I sorry, she said, to hear the min- 
j ister’s announcement. In North 
I Vancouver, she said, students 
I eraduati’'-» from high school were 
I getting shipyard Jobs that paid 
I them more than was received by 
I their teachers of a month or two 
I before.
i J. A. Paton, Conservative, Van- 
a couver-Point Grey, asked if the I 
I minister had considered speeding 
1 up education, saying the school 
I leaving age had been increased 
B to keep youths away from the 
I labor market during the depres- 
I slon. Now there were opportun!- 
| ties for them in the war industry 
1 field, he said.

Arrangements were completed 
yesterday for co-operation of all 
services in protecting forests of 
British Columbia

Consideration will be given to 
cost-of-living bonuses for civil 
servants, Premier

^____ from fire
I under possible emergency condi- 
| lions this summer, said a state-

Iment issued today by a forest 
branch representative. Govem- 

I ment officials and representa­
tives of the logging industry at­
tended the meeting.

Plans were completed for for- 
| est fire fighting, particularly in
3 main nf uior /VMlfHHftnc r\n tko Pa.

John Hart 
said in reply to Harold Winch, 
Opposition Leader in the Legist 
ture,-Monday night

When an opportunity arose he 
intended to go into the matter 
fully with the civil service com­
missioner, the Premier said, ex- 
pressing particular sympathy for | 
the lower-paid group. The gov- • 
emment had the authority to t 
give the bonus, he said.

In reply to A. J. Turner, C.C.F., !■ 
Vancouver East, the Premier said j 
cost-of-living bonuses would not J 
be dependent on the savings | 
made on the estimates now under 
review.

He was asked by E. E. Winch, { 
C.C.F., Burnaby, if the cost-ofr | 
living-bonus question received fa- j 
vorable consideration, would they 1 
be made retroactive?

“I am not in a position to state j? 
that, but it will be given con- if 
sidération,” the Premier replied. |

, raw mIf- :■ ■
Today before the Forestry 

Committee of the Legislature, C.
D. Orchard, chief forester, re­
ferred to serious conditions which 
his department might face.

Mr. Orchard said an expanded 
lookout service was necessary. 
It was also imperative that large 
numbers of stand-by crews be 
employed, with truck units equip­
ped with fire-fighting and radio 
communication.

“Adequate protection against 
this danger to the coast would 
cost us approximately our entire 
forestry budget,” Mr. Orchard 
said. “This is more than British

j School Traffic Signs
Establishment of more distinc-1 

tive school traffic signs was! 
urged in the Legislature Monday 1 
night by L. A. Shepherd, C.C.F., 1 
Delta.

On roads carrying two lanes of J 
traffic in one direction existing j 
signs were useless, he said, sug-1 
gesting a middle line marking in 
contrasting color. He also sug­
gested the speed for school zones 
be raised from 15 miles an hour 
to 20 and rigidly enforced at the 
latter.

Questioned by Grant MacNeil, 
C.C.F., Vancouver-Burrard, over] 
possible action to change the 
automobile license scale brought 
a reply from the Attorney-Gen­
eral the issue was under con­
sideration. Need for transporta­
tion, which led many war work­
ers to buy heavy, old-model cars,

(would enforce, on them a hard­
ship if the old license scale were 
maintained, Mr. MacNeil thought.

Dominion government help 
was naturally required, he said.

Not Co-operating
There is no connection between 

the U.B.C.’s agriculture depart­
ment and thé Provincial Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Agriculture 
Minister K.C. MacDonald told the 
Legislature Monday.

L. A. Shepherd, C.C.F., Delta, 
asked the minister if he thought 
there should be some control of 
the university’s agriculture de­
partment by the government de­
partment.

“If I were to answer that truth­
fully,” Dr. MacDonald replied, “I 
might embarrass some of my 
friends at the university.”

“The sooner there is some co­
operation the better,” said Dr. J 
J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale.

Administrators'
Duties Explained

W. A. C. Bennett, Conservative, 
South Okanagan, in the Legisla­
ture asked the Attorney-General 
what are the duties of an of- 
tie'll administrator.

The Attorney-General said of­
ficial administrators are appointed 
for the purpose of taking charge 
of estates when no other person 
entitled and willing to handle an 
estate is available.

The Attorney-General said that 
unfortunately the Impression had 
got abroad that it is necessary 
or advantageous to employ an 
official administrator to handle 
estates. Such is not the case.

Official administrators are ap­
pointed to act in respect of 
estates:

(1) Where a person dies with­
out leaving a will and there Is no 
relative in the province who is 
ready and competent to take out 
administration.

(2) Where a person dies and 
leaves a will but fails to name an 
executor, or the executor named 
refuses to act and there is no 
relative within the province ready 
and competent to take out ad­
ministration.

YOUNG WHISKY Montana Keeps Out
AT OLD PRICE B.C. Wild Horses

j “I gather both the govern­
ment and the public of British 

[Columbia have been taken for a 
[ride by the distillers of this pro­
vince," Harold Winch, Opposition 
Leader, said in the Legislature 

^Monday night
“Iliere’s been a change in our 

whisky. You can’t get 11-year- 
old now. Now you get four Jt 
five-year-old, but there’s been no 

l change in price."
I "The Liquor Control Board 
I was purchasing by brand, not 
(age,’" he said.
I Attorney-General R. L. Malt- 
[land, K.C., said he had received 
[Information on that point. He 
[would draw it to the attention 
kf the commissioner, he said.
I Imposition of price ceilings,

Tom Uphill, Labor, Femle, in 
the Legislature, Monday, asked
that wild horses be shot, and 
tpore bulls loaned to farmers.

He said in his constituency 
wild horses are interfering with 
grazing lands of cattle. Montana, 
he said, is considering erecting a 
fence along the border to keep] 
out B.C. wild horses.

Six Indian families, he said, 
had more than 600 wild horses I 
roaming the range.

Mr. Uphill told the House a 
firm In Calgary is canning horse) 
meat for foxes and dogs, and I 

I here is an opportunity to capital­
ize on the wild homes, he said, i 

Regarding the bulls, Mr. Up­
hill said it is necessary for B.C. 
to add to its herds, as after the 
war good stock will be de

Milk Pasteurization 
Urged By Dr. Gillis

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
in the Legislature, Monday, 
came out strongly in favor of 
pasteurization of milk. ;

Falling this, he said milk 
plants should be m»dically in­
spected.

Agriculture Minister MacDon­
ald said it would be Impossible to 
bring in regulations forcing pas­
teurization all over the province. 
In Outlying sections It would be 
Impossible to pasteurize, as it 
would be too costly.

However, he said, cities such as 
Vancouver should be able to say 
what kind and type of milk It

___
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Broken Homes Fill 
I Industrial School

Geo. Ross, superintendent of 1 
I the Boys’ Industrial School at Co- 
I quitlam, told the social welfare I 
I committee of the Legislature 
I Tuesday he would prefer boys be I 
I committed to the school for an I 
] undetermined length of time, I 
3 rather than for a certain period. I 
g In this way there would be no re-1 
I sentment among the boys.
B Most of the boys are domesti-1 
I cally neglected and come from 
1 broken homes, Mr. Ross said. I 
g Two-thirds require medical care, j 
lfor they are largely undernour- 
3 ished. More than 50 per cent, I 
1 after they leave the school, are | 
| never heard from by authorities] 
| again. About 50 per cent get into I 
I trouble again.

Tom King, Liberal, Golden, j 
I wanted to know if a fatherly talk- 
1 fng to would be of any help in 
| keeping the boys from the school.

Mr. Ross thought it would in) 
| many cases.

• E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 1 
| thought many of the fathers j 
I should be given a fatherly talk- j 
| ing to.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal,
I Victoria, observed that perhaps 1 

J the boys could be kept from the j 
[school if some of the parents 
1 could be sent to a reform school.

Boys are admitted between 12 
I and 18 years, Mr. Ross said. The 
I most difficult age is 14,15 and 16.
I About 30 per cent are Indians, 
Mr. Ross said.

B.C. FOREST ACT 
TO BE AMENDED

Amendments to the Forest Act 
introduced in the House Tuesday 
clarify some clauses in the act. j 

! One change provides for a crown 
lien upon logging plants and j 
equipment that have been en- J 

I gaged in the logging operation. 
In the past some lawyers claimed 1 
that the crown lien upon logging 1 
plant and equipment was only in J 
effect while such equipment was l 
actually engaged in the logging 1 
operation and not when removal I 
has taken place.

Another amendment extends ] 
the time under which authority 
for log export is permitted from 
March 31,1942, to March 31, 1947.

Further amendment provides 
an offence against the act if pro­
perty is removed when under 
seizure, without the written con-1 
sent of an officer or employee of j 
the Forest Act.

Another amendment regulates 
cutting of cascara bark and such 1 
minor products as burls or | 
medicinal roots.

A fund also is established for 
the replacement and major repair 
of boats. 1

Soldiers Freed 
| Of Poll Tax'

Y^terans of the present war,
I when they return home, will I 
I never again have to pay poll tax, [ 
Iwhich in Victoria is $5 a year, 
f* An amendment to the Poll Tax I 
I Act, introduced in the Legislature I 
I Tuesday by Premier John Haiti 
I extends exemptions to soldiers I 
I of this war, as well as soldiers [ 

of the 1914-18 war.

Saanich Suffers,
I Says Mrs. Steeves

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,
I North Vancouver, in the Legis­
lature Tuesday asked the govern­
ment to urge the Dominion gov- 

! ernment to aid Saanich tax- 
I payers in meeting increased cost 

of taxation because of crowded 
I conditions in schools there, due to 
I influx of air force personnel.

“The ratepayers of Saanich 
I can’t possibly take chre of this 
situation," Mrs. Steeves said, 
pointing out that a new school 
in North Saanich had been forced 
to close because an ammunition 

I dump had been placed next to it.
Mrs. Steeves said the situation 

I is probably only temporary and 
will right itself after the war, 
but until then she thought the 
Dominion should do something 

I to help.
j SCHOOL DEBATE

Up-country members of the 
I Legislature feel teachers should 

have a year’s experience in city 
schools before they are sent to 

I rural schools.
Bernard Webber, C.C.F., Simil- 

| kameen; Mrs. Steeves and E. T. 
Kenney, Liberal, Skeena, felt 
teachers fresh from school should 

I not take charge of rural schools 
j immediately.

Education Minister Perry. 
| agreeing with the situation, said 
it would cost the municipalities 
more to handle new teachers in 

| their schools.
Mr. Perry announced no 

I changes in textbooks are content- 
I plated in the next year.
I LACK OF TEACHERS

The Education Minister told 
I the House 23 schools have been 

closed because of lack of teachers 
[and that^40 temporary permits 
[ had to be issued to teachers with 
j uncompleted courses.

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Van- 
I couver Centre, asked that school 
I inspectors, be appointed solely on 
j merit. In the past, he said, some 
[ inspectors had been appointed 
j solely, for political reasons.

Mr. Kenney felt some teachers 
I in rural schools had been selected 
“for whom they know, rather 

| than for what they know.”
Mrs. Steeves, asking for closer 

[ co-operation between the Van- 
j couver Nofmal School and the 
I U.B.C., said it is common talk 
j among teachers that graduates 
I of the Normal are better equipped 
j to teach than graduates of U.B.C.

She and Mr. Kenney asked that 
I fees for teacher training be re­

duced.

I Taxation Inquiry 
I Coming, Says Perry

Hie government will this year 
J thoroughly go into the question 
I of taxation In regard to educa- 
I tion, Hon. H. G. T. Perry, Min- 
I Ister of Education, announced- in 
I the Legislature Tuesday.
I "We have reached the time to 
I fix a proper system of taxation 
I particularly on land—the time has 
I come when It should be dealt 

with thoroughly," Mr. Perry said

Mrs. Steeves

Says University
University of British Columbia 

is a class institution, Mrs. Dbfo- 
thy Steeves, C.C.F., Vancouver 
North, said in the Legislature 
Tuesday night.

“Young men and women of this 
province who have fine brains 
should be going there, but they’re 
not going there, because they 
haven’t the money,’’ said Mrs. 
Steeves.

She thought the university 
might be run a little more demo­
cratically.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
supporting Mrs. Steeves, said 
fees at U.B.C. are too high.

Mrs. T. J. Rolston, Conserva­
tive, Vancouver-Point Grey, urged 

chair of home economics at 
the provincial university.

Education Minister H. G. T. 
Perry, responding to pleas that 
the university be made more 
democratic, said he thought every 
board or commission, as well as 
the university, should be more 
under the control of the Legis­
lature.
LOSE CONTROL

“But. when you try to keep 
them out of politics they get out 
of control of the Legislature.” 
Mr. Perry said.

Development of the university’s 
sociology course along research 
lines which would be of value In 
rehabilitation activity after the 
war was suggested by Mrs. Laura 
Jamieson, C.C.F., Vancouver- 
Centre. She thought the pro­
vince was losing the value of Its 
young people to too great an ex­
tent to other centres.

As other C.C.F. members called 
for establishment of a home 
economics chair in the U.B.C., 
R. C. MacDonald, Conservative, 
Dewdney, declared the place for 
such a chair was in the home.
L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chilli­
wack, disagreed. Home econ

DoukboborIssue 
To Be Discussed

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince I 
Rupert, in the legislature, Tues-1 

^ day, called on T. A. Love, Con- 
| servative, Grand Forks-Green- \ 

wood, for his remedy for the] 
Doukhobor problem.

The call presaged a full-dress | 
creoate on the question as Mr. I 
Love expressed his willingness I 
to reply and the Speaker, on a 1 
suggestion by Education Minister I 
H. G. Perry, set the matter over| 
for future discussion.

Mr. Love had said the Doukho-1 
bors had failed to respond to 201 
years ^favorable treatment along ] 
educational lines.

“Are you still going to penalize | 
us $1,000 a year to make the j 
country fit for the Doukhobors?" I 
he asked. They were living on I 

B tax-free lands and were defying I 
1 authorities on the registration I 

question, Mr. Love added, saying | 
the ordinary farmers who en-, 
gaged them were persecuted be-1 

| cause the employees did not | 
I comply with regulations.

The question arose in discus­
sion of educational estimates re-1 
garding payment for official ] 
trustees.
QUERY POLICY

B. G. Webber, C.C.F., Similka-1 
meen, asked the minister if the | 
government planned extension | 
of the official trustee move to | 
bring educational administration | 
directly under the state.

Mr. Perry declined a reply, I 
saying one would be presump* | 
tuous on his part.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves pressed | 
the point, voicing opinion regions I

which school administration I 
had been taken away from school | 
boards should be restored to | 
them when possible to preserve | 
democratic institutions.

Mr. Perry said he appreciated | 
the useful functions of school | 
boards. Administrative districts | 
had come more by accident than | 

omics was one course which g design, he said.
.nA.,1.1 Knil/3 un tVir\ hAmn Viti CQÏrî S T> P Ti4n/.riAnawould build up the home, he said, g n. u. Macuonaia, conservative, 

The Victoria College $5,000 [; Dewdney, said the official trustee
vote passed, with W. T. Straith, j 
K.C., Liberal, Victoria, declaring j, 
the Craigdarroch institution" 
yielded more, dollar for dollar, 
than any other vote taken up dur­
ing the night. Victoria paid for 
its own building and the standard 
of graduates was at least equal 
to that of those who had taken 
their first two years at U.B.C.. 
he said.

Pensions Act 
Change Coming

R. C. MacDonald, Conservative, I

had functioned so well in his I 
area he would favor return to [ 
no other system.

To question by Harold Winch, | 
Opposition Leader, over the | 
government’s reduction of the | 
1941 vote of $30,000 for physical j 
education of youths over school J 
age to $20,000, Mr. Perry said [ 
that vote offered an opportunity j 
for pruning. There was less call I 
for it owing to the reduction of | 
unemployed, and the vote repre­
sented only part of a $40,000 j 
expenditure for that purpose.

H,e Old Age Pensions In
ministration of which has caused rnere w .
considerable trouble and debate, ,hc ^gl" have <?mXl'n“ 
«-.be taken from the Work- » %?£££ S 
men's Compensation Board an ;“* Jich ,he board admlnis- 
brought under the supervision of ; act. t0 the letter ol the
the Provincial Secretary’s De- faw. wjth n0 sympathy given to | 

special cases.
The government, tackled 

the subject, said It had very littl 
control over the board. Now 
through the government, the act 
will be more or less administerr 

‘ ture Itself.

De­
partment.

Provincial Secretary 6eo. S. 
Pearson, in the Legislature Tues­
day, introduced an amendment 
tc the act which will make this 
possible.

When the change comes about, 
itratioi
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Dealing on Old Ferry 
Debated by Committee

Tempers flared and the chair­
man’s gavel pounded for order 
today when the Legislature’s pub­
lic accounts committee, in a con­
fused sitting, probed details of 
the government’s dealings with 
the Big Bend Cedar Pole Com­
pany.

Opposition Leader Harold I 
Winch and Colin Cameron, C.C.F. $ 
whip, led the barrage of ques­
tions.

There were cries of "trivial,” 
"nonsense,” “we’re wasting time” 
as the C.C.F. asked question after 
question of J. W. Armstrong, 
mechanical superintendent of the 
Public Works Department, and 
Capt C. S. Leary, Liberal, Kaslo- 
Slocan, a member of the com 
mittee and former Minister of 
Public Works, who is associated 

; with the Big Bend Company.
Mr. Winch asked Mr. Arm­

strong if it were true the govern­
ment sold a ferry to the Big Bend 
company for $20 and then rented 
it back, three months later, for 
$8 a, day, plus $4 an hour for a 
tug, owned bv the Big Bend com­
pany. Mr. Armstrong said this 
was true.

In reply to questions, Mr. Arm­
strong said the ferry was useless 
because of dry rot and because it 
was too small. He had not seen 
it after repairs had been made.

Capt. Leary said his company 
spent between $400 and $500 put 
ting the ferry in shape. He ad­
mitted the ferry was not taken 
from the water for repairs. This 
would have cost $1,000, he said.

"Do you wish to imply that I, 
as Minister of Public Works, 
bought that ferry to make money 
out of it from the government?” 
Capt. Leary asked the C.C.F.

"As Minister of Public Works 
you must have known that ferry 
would have been necessary for 
government service again, and 
should have been kept as a re­
serve,” Mr. Winch replied.

Mr. Armstrong said he didn't 
know, at the time it was sold, 
that it would ever be needed 
again. He said he didn’t consider 
it worth repairing; it was 10 or 
11 years old. For a reserve he 
thought the government should 
have built a new ferry.

Chairman E. T. Kenney, Lib- 
•ral, Skeena, objected to H. W. 
Herridge, C.C.F., Rossland-Trail.

Questions of Capt. Lear$\ 
Mr. "Herridge is not à member of 
the committee, but was called a.® 
a witness by Mr. Winch.

"Let him whisper his ques­
tions to Mr. Winch and let Mr. 
Winch ask them,” contributed. 
W. T. Straith. This was done.

Capt. Leary said his company 
really helped the government by 

I renting the ferry when it was 
needed.

“I’m just getting a little fed 
] up on the charges of skulldug­

gery that are handed out around 
this table,” the former minister 

ented.

Minister Sells 
His Own Cars, 
SbortCutsRoutine

Agriculture Minister ,K. C. 
MacDonald and F. H. Harrison, 

— «'TV bse* chief B.C. government purcha's-were called ior sale of theferry, g 8 , ^agreed today on the
hi if tho nnl v nne received was 8e M 6 . * .

Reeve R. C. MacDonald, Con., 
Dewdney, said the whole enquiry 
was "smtfll and ridiculous.” Tom 
King, Lib.,, Columbia, said "the 
whole thing is too trivial.”

Mr. Armstrong said tenders

but the only one received was# 
from the Big Bend Company. He jp 
said he didn’t know for sure it 
had been repaired when the 
government hired it back.

iMaylWy 
Pension Act

The Old Age Pensions Act was 
on the floor of the Legislature 
Wednesday.

Provincial Secretary George S. 
Pearson, explaining the amend­
ment to the act which will bring 
it under his department, said the 
Workmen’s Compensation Board, 
which has always administered it, 
wished to be relieved of the re­
sponsibility. The board had given 
no reason for its request, Mr 
Pearson said.

"I am of the opinion an organi­
zation can be set up in the social 
service department to deal with 
the act effectively and with econ­
omy,” the minister said.

There has been some differ­
ences of opinion, he admitted, be­
tween the government and the 
board regarding the interpréta 
tion of the act.

"We have felt the board has 
been rather severe in its interpre­
tation of the act,” he said. "The 
board has been perhaps overduly 
cautious.”

With the change, Mr. Pearson 
saw some modification of the con- 
ditions the act imposes.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, 
Victoria, felt the act should be 
administered in not quite so cold- 
blooded a manner as in the past 
—it should be administered more 
in the spirit of the act than ac­
cording to the strict letter of the 
law. She felt it would be better 
to err on the side of generosity 
when dealing rçith old age pen- 
sioners.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch commended the minister 
for the change and reminded the 
government the C.C.F. had long 
pressed for just such a change.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince 
Rupert, sajd the change might 
create considerable difficulty. He 
urged the government to press 
Ottawa to make old age pensions 
uniform across Canada. He felt 
the Dominion should take over 
the entire cost and that everyone 
should have pensions, irrespective 
of their financial means.

way the agriculture department 
sells its used cars.

The matter was aired in the 
Legislature’s public accounts 
committee.

Opposition Leader Harold 
j Winch said the department of 
î agriculture is the only govern- 
f. ment department that doesn’t 
’ go through the purchasing agent 

f? when trading in its used cars.
Dr. MacDonald said his depart­

ment is being run more econ­
omically than any other govern­
ment department.
MINISTER DECIDES

"These things for the agricul­
ture department are going to be 
decided on by me,” said Dr. Mac­
Donald.

"I consider it my responsibility 
not only to pass on purchase of 
new cars, but also on trade-in 
values,” Mr. Harrison said, add­
ing he had often managed to get 
Increases on car trade-ins.

"I recognize my responsibility 
to my department and to the 
people of British Columbia,” the

Big Mining Men 
Against Ad

Representatives of B.C.’s big I 
mining interests today said th 
Securities Act possesses too| 
many dictatorial powers.

A. N. Wolverton, president i 
the Vancouver Stock Exchange,! 
told the Legislature’s mining! 
committee the Criminal Code was! 
capable of handling any situation! 
that might arise from wrong-■ 
doing of brokers.

He said development of mining! 
in this province demanded some! 
change in the act.

During its 10 years of opera-1 
tion, Mr. Wolverton said, the Se-1 
curities Act had crippled the | 
B.C. mining industry. The nor-1 
mal channel for development of I 
mining should be the old-fash-[ 
ioned channel of prospectors, I 
syndicates and sound financings 

C. S. Arnold of Vancouver I 
said : "I don’t think the Securi-1 
ties Act is any good and would ! 
like to see it abolished.”

A. E. Jukes of Vancouver said I 
promoters did not know where I 
they stood or when they would I 
get their promotion money back. I 
The act, he said, was driving the | 
mining industry into the hands I 
of the larger companies. This! 
province, he said, contained 69 ofl 
74 known minerals, yet promo-1 
tion money was lacking. He said] 
the act should be repealed and! 

minister replied. "There is not replaced “by something that will 
car bought in our departments^" 
until we’re convinced there’s a 
necessity for it. I invite the 
closest scrutiny of every pur­
chase in my department.”

Dr. MacDonald said "the pur­
chasing department in Victoria 
can’t know the value of cars in 
various parts of the province, for 
instance, as far away as Peace 
River—they have to take the 
theoretical value.”

"No, sir,” replied Mr. Harrison.
“I object to that.” He pointed 
out the drivers of the cars know 
their trade-in value.

"I’ve satisfied the other depart­
ments I get value for their used 
cars,” Mr. Harrison said.
CUTS BELOW 

Mr. Winch said Dr. MacDonald 
is cutting below the whole estab* j 
lished policy of unified purchas- ' 
ing control.

work.”
Others called as witnesses Sn-fl 

eluded Harold Lakes, president of l 
the Kootenay East Chamber of ] 
Mines; G. S. Eldridge, assayer of] 
Vancouver and executive of the!
B.C. Chamber of Miqes; Sidney] 
Norman, mining editor, and A. E. | 
James of Grand Forks.

"Dr. MacDonald is merely re- ! 
lieving the purchasing depart- ‘ 
ment of that responsibility,” 
commented W. T. Straith, Lib- 1 
eral, Victoria.

"That's just what he shouldn't | 
be doing,” replied Mr. Winch, i 
Dr. ‘MacDonald said his depart- | 
ment gets better value for its ! 
used cars than any other depart­
ment.

T.™. not Prepared to admit 
that, Mr. Harrison said. "The 
doctor gets good value, but I do. 
too.”

I Marriages Legalized
Marriages that have ta]

I place in B.C. in less than twoi 
j months after the principals have| 
I obtained divorces will be legaliz 
I by an amendment to the 
Ivorce and Matrimonial Causes 1 
I Act,” put through second read!
I in the Legislature Wednesday.
I This has become necessary, At-1 
| torney-General R. L. Maitland ex-1 
] plained, to help divorced memb 
I of the armed forces who, not | 
I realizing they were acting ilk*! 
] gaily, were married, with the re-1 
j suit their wives could not obtain | 
] dependents’ allowances.

From now on, divorcees inten 
I tig to be™ married will be w 
lit is illegal to wed until 
1 months after the divorce 
| taken place.
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These, Your M.L.A.?s
When B.C.’s law-makers really 

stop their talking and get down to 
work they move quickly. Tues­
day they moved with the effi­
ciency of a machine. Under the 
leadership of Premier John Hart 
they went through a dozen intro­
duction of bills, passed several 
second readings, made a number 
of act amendments final. It was 
not very exciting and the galleries 
were so bored they went home.

Change Sought 
In Labor Act

Overhaul of provincial arbitra­
tion machinery is sought by Colin 
Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, through 
an amendment to the Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 
notice of which has been given in 
the Legislature. *

Mr. Cameron’s amendment, if 
passed, would provide as follows:

“1. It shall be lawful for em­
ployees to organize for the pur­
pose of bargaining collectively 
with their employers.

"2. Employees may select their 
organization by a majority vote 
of those affected; and the em­
ployer shall then deal with such 
organization in all negotiations 
affecting relations between em­
ployer and employee.

“3. Any change of organization 
shall be made by secret ballot 
with at least 24 hours advance 
notice in writing to all available 
employees affected.

“4. Organizations may be rep­
resented by any person or persons 
duly appointed by the organiza­
tion.”

Interpretation or application of 
the amendment would be settled 
by the Minister of Labor, Mr. 
Cameron said. On receipt of an 
application by two officers of a 
trade union, supported by a statu­
tory declaration to the effect that 
they had been requested by em­
ployees to represent them in col­
lective bargaining, the minister 
would within seven days take a 
secret ballot of employees af- 

II fected.

ESTIMATING THE C.C.F.
From Toronto Globe and Mail 

At a luncheon party the other Ï 
8 day a great Canadian industrial-!

The sword is not always drawn 
between C.C.F. ranks and those 
of the Conservative section of the 
government. E. E. Winch gave 
public acknowledgement in ,the 1st was asked what he thought of 
Legislature Tuesday to a courtely ■ the C.C.F. in British Columbia, 
letter from the Mines Minister of­
fering a sympathetic ear for any 
of Burnaby’s mining problems.

They discussed, in a business- 
I like way, marriages and divorces, 
I old age pensions, mines and for- 
j ests, fisheries and farms, fi- 
1 nances, local improvements.

Mr. Pattullo was on his feet 
! half a dozen times. He gives his 
1 well-seasoned advice freely. He 
I frequently questions the min- 
1 isters. In the old days, when he 
] was chief, he never questioned 
I the ministers in public. He told 
I them what to do, in private.

Mrs. Jamieson looked a little 
I embarrassed when she got mixed 
] up in introducing a bill. She 
I looked relieved when Attorney- 
] General got mixed up, too. There 
j is a long proceedure to go 
I through and everyone makes mis- 
J takes except Mr. Speaker Whit- 
I taker and Mr. Pattullo. Even the 
1 Premier gets a little mixed at 
I times.

Mr. Pattullo scored on Mr. Ans- 
comb in a paternal admonition in 
the House. Mr. Anscomb had 
told A. J. Paton he "should not 
think, should not have ideas," 
when the Vancouver-Point Grey 
Conservative said he “thought" a 
mining engineer had condemned 
Zeballos. That that was his “idea" 
of the matter.

“The Minister of Mines surely, 
didn’t mean the member should 
not think, should not have ideas," 
the former premier said. “He got 
a bit irritated. He should learn 
to keep his temper, like me."

Every high school boy in B.C. m 
should be able to Identify the min- ÿ 
erals of the province, W. J. As- |&j 
selstine, former Mines Minister, |f 
said. Courses providing that 
knowledge would be far more |j j 
valuable than those devoted to |1 ! 
Hannibal crossing the Alps, he 
said.

[Securities Act
The mines committee of the I 

I Legislature is not as yet consider-1 
I ing a probing of the "Securities I 
I Act’* 1 nor a full scale investigation I 
1 into the operations of the act. | 
I Chairman Frank Putnam said.

Representations have been I 
I made to the members of the Legis-1 
I lature that the act stands in the I 
I way of development of mines in I 
I British Columbia, "without inti-1 
I mating in what way it does stand I 
I in the way of development and I 
I without giving any instances | 
j where it has,” Mr. Putnam said.

"The mining committee merely I 
I asks that those who allege the act I 
I does stand in the way of develop-1 
I ment to be more explicit and state I 
I wherein it is detrimental to the I 
I mining industry, giving instances, [ 
I if any," Mr. Putnam said.

In all, 16 bills were introduced. 
jThey have to do with coroners, 
I industrial settlements, water, ap- 
! prentices, the Provincial Museum,
I trade schools, unclaimed money, 
I registered nurses and mental hos­

pitals. Most of the Opposition 
j bills will no doubt go the way of 
j Sam Guthrie’s Mechanics’ Lien 

Act Amendment, which was 
thrown out Wednesday on the 
advice of Attorney-General Malt- 

I lanjl.
Mines Minister Herbert Ans- 

| comb, answering a barrage of 
I questions as he was piloting 
I through his department’s estl- 
I mates said there is nobody who 
I knows so little as he about mines. 
I But he would learn and what the 
j department needs is common 
j sense, and business sagacity and 
j it will get both under him.

Tom Uphill thinks there ought 
j to be more fairness in divorce. A 
I woman has to prove lots more 
j than a man, he reported, and he 
I thought this should be changed, 
j Modesty, he said, forbade him 
j from going into details. He asked 
j the attorney-general to read the 
I Russian divorce act.

“If and when the new order 
1 arrives I may have to read it." 
[replied Mr. Maitland, by way of 
I refusal.

Agricultural Minister MacDon- 
I aid announced he was so anxious 
■ to save money for the people that 
Ihe is doing without the services 
lof a private secretary, thereby J saving $2,400 a year. He called 
I his vote of $300,000 “measly.'' 
I Harold Winch wanted to know 

why the minister talked that way 
j when he never spends his entire 
I estimate. Dr. MacDonald replied 
I that, just because the money was
I allotted to him, was no reason to 
I spend it. He then told how he 
(usually turns money back each 

• to the treasury.

Report Facts 
On Mines Only

Non-committal opinions of 
mining engineers came in for cen-1 
sure from T. A. Love, Conserva­
tive, Grand Forks-Greenwood, in 
the Legislature Wednesday.

The reports, he said, did not en­
courage capital.

W. J. Asselstine, Liberal, Atlin, 
and Mines Minister Herbert Ans­
comb sprang to the defence of 
the engineers. Both stated the 
mining engineers reported on 
facts as they saw them.

The brush came after Louis Le- 
Sourdais, Liberal, Cariboo; E. T. 
Kenney, Liberal, Skeena. and 
Arthur Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East, had spoken in favor of en­
couraging prospectors along 
grub-stake lines.

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Vancou- 
ver-Burrard, asked if it were not 
possible to take special measures 
to stimulate production of min­
erals urgently needed at present. 
CLOSE CO-OPERATION

Mr. Anscomb said the depart­
ment was working in close co­
operation with the federal gov­
ernment on that question. The 
government, he said, was dealing 
with the problem of assisting 
prospectors and hoped to get 
somewhere on the matter.

Mr. Asselstine outlined mining 
training courses during his term 
as minister, but noted war condi­
tions had caused curtailment.

In reply to question by H. W. 
Herridge, C.C.F., Rossland-Trail, 
over a conference in the premier’s 
office on oil drilling operations at 
Comotion Creek, the Premier said 
a statement would be given 
shortly.

The mines minister said the 
vote for metallurgical research 
had been increased this year to 
extend use of U.B.C. equipment 
and junior students in the field 
during the vacation —

the C.C.F. in British Columbia.! 
'They’re alive," he said after a ! 
pause. “I don’t say I'd vote for 1 
them ; matter of fact they’d prob-1 
ably put me out of business if j 
they became a government. | 
Nevertheless, they’re the only 
party I have any respect for." 
This man’s career and business 
interests and associations would 
suggest that he is an* old-fash- § 
ioned Tory. Probably he votes 

1 Conservative. But he is an ex- SI 
*S tremely shrewd observer, and m 

1 frankly reported what he had ” 
It seen happen under his own eyes, 
j He went on to say that the 
I C.C.F. members paid their dues 
1 regularly and took an interest in 1 

public affairs. Thev read 4he E 
papers, discussed what they read B 
with each other, and made their 
private investigations. For in­
stance, if milk prices seemed out B 
of line in one community they | 
would find out why. Then they T 
would get busy writing letters fl 
and calling meetings, and soon j| 
the milk price would be reduced. 
They were always attacking 
some little abuse.

The other parties, he said, were 
I by comparison dead. Their mem- 
1 bers were satisfied to vote at elec- 
j tion, or perhaps make campaign i 
1 contributions when asked for I 

them. But they were not visibly | 
active in the public interest be­
tween elections. They were not 
campaigning or crusading as 
were the members of the C.C.F. 
from one year’s end to another. | 
They were not making friends 

| and winning converts. They were 
not obviously seeking some un- 
selfish end, trying, so far as they B 
could, to make the world a bet- (“ 
ter place to live in. “As regards |j 
the C.C.F. Party," the man said,
I take off my hat to them.’

SiySilijr
■ Êmm
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Under Mr. Pearson
f\LD AGE PENSIONERS THROUGHOUT 
^ the province will have learned with pro­
found satisfaction that the Act under which 
they are paid their small monthly allowance 
will in future be administered by the depart­
ment of the public service over which Hon. 
George Pearson now presides. Hitherto the 
Workmen’s Compensation Board has had 
charge of this part of the province’s busi­
ness; but the impression has gained ground 
—and numerous instances to support it have 
been cited in recent years—that this body 
has been too efficient in its observance of 
the precise requirements of the law, whereas 
only by a more elastic interpretation of the 
provisions of the Act is it possible, in hun­
dreds of cases, to implement the beneficent 
spirit and intent in which the legislation was 
originally conceived. This is no reflection 
whatsoever on the Workmen’s Compen­
sation Board. Its record, and particularly | 
that of its able chairman, Mr. E. S. H. Winn, I 
K.C., over the years has been an admirab’e J 
one. Nor is it any secret that for some time p 
past it has expressed the wish to be re'ieved | 
of the exactions which the administration of 
the Old Age Pension Act have imposed upon § 
it. The government is to be congratulated 
upon the change it now proposes to effect.

Legislators Hear 
I Farmer's Problems

Farmers representing all sec-1 
I lions of British Columbia Wed-1 
j nesday brought their problems |
! once more before the Legisla- 
[ lure’s agricultural committee.

The advisory board of the B.C. I 
ES farmers’ Institutes comes to Vic-1 

toria each year to ask the govern-1 
| ment to do something to help |
I the people on the land.

This year they ask that boun- 
I ties on predatory animals be set I 
I as follows: Cougars. $30; wolves, I 
I *20; coyotes, $5. They want a i 
I farmer on the game board. They j 
I urge the Agriculture Department I 
j request the federal government !
I absorb freight rates and put the J 
! B.C. poultry Industry on a parity I 
J with the same industry in eastern |
I Canada.

The farmers are also asking I 
I that school taxes on land and per-1 
I sonal property be abolished and I 
I that the provincial treasury, as it I 
I once did, shoulder the entire cost I 
I of education out of consolidated 8 
I revenue "and thus equitably dis- f 
I tribute the cost of education on | 
| ability to pay."

Hon. Dr. K. C. MacDonald, I 
I Minister of Agriculture, attended! 
| the meeting.

Delegates were Sydney Pickles, I 
I Vancouver Island and Gulf I 
1 Islands; C. J. Killer, Skeena and 1 
I Bulkley Valley; R. Blackburn, I 
I Nechaco; Wm. Harrison, Kam-1 
| loops; D. E. MacKenzie, Lower I 
I Fraser Valley; O. B. Appleton, I 
I West Kootenay; R. Wood, Shu-1 
] swap-Okanagan; W. Hogg, Carl-1 
I boo; William Dicken, East Koote- [ 
I nay; T. Jamieson, Peace River.

le. S. Henley

Securities Act 
Helps Brokers, 
Protects Public

The Securities Act is a great 
blessing for the broker carrying 
on legitimate business, C. S. 
Henley of Victoria told the Legis­
lature’s mining committee today.

“It is the greatest blessing to 
know a mine has been thoroughly 
investigated,’’ he said.

Mr. Henley said 90 per cent of 
people who put money into mines 
lose it, and any protection our 
government can give, well, they 
are entitled to it.” Mr. Henley 
pointed out the people who invest 
in mines are largely ones who 
can ill afford to lose their only 
$100 or $500 as the case may be.

He said he had never heard 
from the public any complaints 
about the Securities Act.

T. A. Love, Conservative, Grand 
Forks-Greenwood, asked Mr. Hen­
ley what he thought of the testi­
mony of A. E. Jukes, Sidney Nor­
man, A. N. Wolverton, A. E. 
James, C. S. Arnold, J. B. Wood- 
worth and C. S. Arnold, all of 
whom told the committee Thurs­
day thpy are in favor of amend­
ments to the Act.

| VISIONARY
“I would be more inclined to 

| look over the records of the mines 
1 they have promoted,” Mr. Henley 
I replied. “I do not say these men 
J are not absolutely sincere, but 
B the act should be left where it is 
I for the protection of the public.
■ Mining engineers, from my own 
J experience, are very visionary.”

Lack of interest in mining at 
I present, Mr. Henley said, in his 
I opinion is because there has 
j been a general change in mind 
3 on the part of the public, who are 
I now more interested in financially 
I helping the government fight the 
| war.

Frank Putnam, Liberal, Nelson- 
I Creston, and Colin Cameron, 
1C.C.F., Comox, said, the public did 
I not mind a gamble, but wanted to 
I be sure their money went to de 
Ivelop the mine in which they 
| were interested.

“What they want Is to be sure 
I their horse starts,” agreed Mr.
I Putnam and Mr. Cameron.

“If they (Thursday's delega- 
Jtlon) have mining securities to 
I place before the public, the act 
I will permit them to do so and will
■ also protect the public,” Mr. Hen- 
| ley said.

Former Attorney-General Gor- 
J don Wismer, called as a witness,
■ said mining development in B.C. 
| depended on furnishing adequate 
1 protection for the public.
I “It is the public which puts up 
I the cash money,” Mr. Wismer 
I said, as he described the act as 
I legislation “to prevent mining of 
I the people rather than of the; 
| mines.”

Col. Eric Pepler, deputy attor 
I ney-general, was also called be

■ fore the committee.

Pearson Opposes 
[Labor Act Debate I

jgj Labor Minister Geo. S. Pearson I 
|j announced in the Legislature on I 

Thursday he is opposed to open-1 
U ing the Industrial Conciliation I 
I and Arbitration Act this session. I 

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, I 
| asked the minister if he would do I 
anything about the request of a I 
labor delegation, asking that em-1 
ployers be forced to deal with I 
unions recognized by employees. I 

Mr. Pearson said the employers I 
should have stated their case be-1 
fore the Legislature’s labor com-1 
mittee.
CONTENTIOUS 

The matters suggested by the I 
H| labor delegation were highly con-1 
§ tentious, he said. Giving his rea-1 

sons for opposing reopening of I 
the act, the Labor Minister said I 
the Dominion is invading the I 
labor field more from day to day I 
and would probably go farther. I 

“The act, as it is now, gives full I 
power to employees to organize,” I 
Mr. Pearson said. “The initiative | 
is in the hands of the employees.”

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan- 
Newcastle, said companies, in 
negotiations, cause undue delay. 
One company kept the men wait­
ing two months. He felt the act 
should make it obligatory for the 
company to meet its men within 
a specified time—from seven to 
10 days.

Mr. Pearson said there is a de­
finite obligation on the part of 
the employer to negotiate. If em­
ployees felt they were not getting 
action they should so inform the 
labor department, he said.

Because of this, he explained, 
reopening of the act is not neces- 

U sary. He said he had dozens of | 
,1 changes he wants made in the i 
U act. There are undesirable fea-1 
I tures for.both sides, he admitted.
I UNSCRUPULOUS

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Vancou- 
ver-Burrard, said there are some 
unscrupulous employers, despite 
the war situation, who will take 
advantage of loopholes in the act. 
Work is stopped largely because 
this type of employer will not 
recognize the unions.

“Any group of employees can 
organize in any way they like,” 
Mr. Pearson said.

“They are then often exposed 
to intimidation,” Mr. MacNeil re­
plied.

“The act enables organization 
under any kind of union the em­
ployees desire—employees can af­
filiate themselves with anyone 
they like,” Mr. Pearson said.
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Mr. Pattullo’s Baby Care in HomesM.L.A.’s Warm Up on Peace River Oil; 
If Found, What Shall Be Done With It? Best If Possible

Plight of many people on old 
age pensions is more pathetic 
than if they had been institu­
tionalized, Dr. Geo. Davidson, pro­
vincial welfare director, told the 
Legislature's social welfare com­
mittee today.

When the Old Age Pension Act 
came into being it was figured 
people on the pension could quite 
happily find their own accommo­
dation, Dr. Davidson noted. This, 
however, has not been the case. 
Many of the old people would be 
much better off in institutions, 
but there is no room for them.

Dr. Davidson said, in his opin-

Is there oil in the Peace River?
Should it be developed by the 

government or by private inter­
ests?

Should the government con­
tinue exploring or give up the 
entire project?

These are subjects that are 
always good in the Legislature 
for hours of talk.

Oil, or expected oil, or no oil 
at all, in the Peace came up 
Thursday and nearly everyone 
had his say. Only the five women 
were silent. Chief debater was 
former Premier T. D. Pattullo, 
whose “baby” is the oil drilling 
in the far north.

It all started when the $106,000 
vote for oil exploration came up 
in the estimates.

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, Min­
ister of Mines, announced he 
would bring in a bill which might 
open the oil area to private in­
terests on a royalty basis.

Mr. Pattullo started the debate 
when he asked the government 
if it would continue drilling
DOESN'T APPLY

Mr. Anscomb, replying, pre­
faced his remarks by saying he 
is and always has been against 
government in business, but that 
didn’t apply in this case “because 
we are already in business.”

He wanted to know what the 
government would do with the 
oil if oil was found. He said he 
had never had that satisfactorily 
explained by the old government. 
It would either have to sell the 
oil to the existing oil companies 
or go into the retail business. 
The present government, he said, 
had asked the advice of an emi­
nent Ottawa geologist, who said 
there might be oil and there 
might not be. In any event, there 
was $125,000 left for this purpose 
from last year, in addition to the 
$100,000 for the next fiscal year.

“We have enough money to 
carry us through to some defi­
nite conclusion,” Mr. Anscomb

Mr. Anscomb: “I haven’t any 
idea—the Mikado might be here 
before then.”

fLater Mr. Anscomb said, "We 
have no intention of handing 
away anything.”

“I’ve every reason to believe 
someone is going to get it,” Mr. 
Guthrie said.
‘DON'T QUIT'

Mr. Pattullo urged the govern­
ment not to be a quitter.

“Find out what is there,” he 
said.

"No one has said we’re going 
to quit,” Mr. Anscomb replied.

“The only difference between 
us,” said Mr. Anscomb of Mr. 
Pattullo, "is that I admit I know 
nothing about this and he won’t 
admit he knovte nothing.”

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
said the government is now in 
the oil business, rightly or 
wrongly, and he thought the 
drilling should continue The 
government, he felt, must haye

ion all welfare cases are much 
better, if at all possible, in their 
own homes than in institutions.

“Institutionalization, in my 
opinion, is the very last thing,” 
he said. “We were all born to live 
in a natural family environment 
and as long as we can leave cases 
in such environment there is no 
problem of readjustment to be 
faced.”

He said he is also convinced a 
foster-home program is not as 
expensive as institutionalization.

In reply to a question from 
Mrs. Laura

HERBERT ANSCOMB
people of this province if this 
asset is handed over to private 
enterprise. It has been said this 
is all a gamble. Well, life, gen­
erally speaking, is a gamble— 
but to me this looks like a pretty 
safe gamble, The Minister of 
Mines has a fetish about private 
endeavor. He would give private 
enterprise everything—the public 
nothing.

“Wouldn’t it have been a great 
thing if we had struck oil before 
the election?” asked Mr. Pattullo 
wistfully, and the House laughed.

Criticism of the oil exploration 
is going on ignorantly and with 
sinister intentions, Mr. Pattullo 
said, adding he is disappointed 
that the Liberals he once led con­
template supporting the oil royal­
ties bill.

Mr. Anscomb objected to the 
sinister remark, and Mr. Pattullo 
said he didn’t mean Mr. Anscomb 
was sinister, although “he’s Tory 
to the backbone.”

At one point Mr. Pattullo said 
to the minister: “My hon. friend 
is only getting deeper in the mire 
of ignorance.”
DAY LABOR

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan- 
Newcastle, said he is disturbed, 
and so are many people, by the 
rumor that the oil may be handed 
over to private business. He said 
the former Premier assured^him 
it would be held for the people. 
Mr. Guthrie asked, “If the oil— 
if there’s any there—is going to 
be no good to us, how can it be 
of any use to private interests? 
—if there’s no oil there, why 
should they want it? I think we 
should go on with the drilling 
and do it by day labor. Don't 
let us be fooled by the contrac­
tors. I would like the minister 
to assure us he is not going to 
hand it over to private capital.”

Turning to the minister, Mr. 
Guthrie asked, “Have we your 
assurance that this oil won’t be 
handed away before the next ses­
sion of this House?”

“We haven’t any oil to hand 
away,” Mr. Anscomb replied.

Mr. Guthrie: “Well,’ the area 
then.”

had some encouragement or it 
wouldn’t have started.

“I think there must be oil there 
somewhere,” he said.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch, noting Mr. Pattullo’s re­
marks, said he was glad to wel­
come Mr. Pattullo to the ranks 
of those who support public own­
ership.

“I believe we are faced with a 
difficult question, whether to 
continue or stop," Mr. Winch said! 
“The geologists don’t say yes and 
they don’t say no—they say may-

Jamieson, C.C.F., 8 
Vancouver Centre, Dr. Davidson | 
said he thought health insurance 8 
or some sort of state medicine | 
would help prevent cases of pre-1 
ageing.

Answering E. E. Winch, C.C.F., jjj 
Burnaby who favors Oakalla 
under the welfare department, 
Dr. Davidson said Oakalla is 
coming to be regarded more as a 
treatment program and in time 
it might very well be considered 
health and welfare.

Dr. Davidson admitted the 
presence of senile cases in Esson- 
dale mental hospital is hamper­
ing the effectiveness of the ac­
tive work.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, 
Victoria, asked if some sort of 
cottage plan would not take shape 
to look after elderly couples, so 
that men and women wolld not 
have to be separated. Dr. David­
son said such a plan is feasible.

He advised, however,# that the 
exploration be continued.

Reeve R. C. MacDonald of Co­
quitlam, Conservative, Dewdney, 
said the whole thing is a gamble 
and he asked if the government 
is prepared to go Into the gam­
bling business.

Mr. Pattullo said it is not a 
gamble as the public understands 
gambling.

Louis LeBourdais, Liberal, 
Cariboo, said the drilling should 
be continued, although he ad­
mitted it was like a poker game. 
The government already has an 
ace in the hole and might get a 
royal flush in the next hand.
OIL BY THE SPOON

Tom Uphill, Labor, Fernle, 
said if the government is going 
into the oil business it should 
choose an area where it is defi­
nitely known there is oil, like the 
Flathead area of his district, 
where oil can be scooped up in 
a spoon.

Mr. Anscomb warned that the 
present contractor might be un­
willing to continue the opera­
tion.

“The government has always 
been made a goat of by these 
people,” commented Mr. Guthrie.

Mr. Anscomb wanted to know 
what Mr. Guthrie meant by that 
remark.

“Anyone who has a fetish for 
private interests, as the Hon. 
member for Prince Rupert notes, 
can very easily be held up,” Mr. 
Guthrie replied.

.... .........——

P.S.E. Directorate 
To See Changes

There have been certain resig­
nations on the directorate of the
Pacific Great Eastern Railway, 
Premier John Hart told the Legis­
lature Thursday.

Replying to a question from 
Opposition Leader Harold Winch, 
the Premier said the board of di­
rectors had not yet met to make 
new appointments.

T. D. Pattullo, when he was 
premier, was president of the 
P.G.E. C. H. P. Tupper, former 
Liberal member for Similkameen, 
defeated at the last election by 
Bernard Webber, C.C.F., was a 
P.G.E. director.

Legislative circles believe Mr. 
Pattullo, although his resignation 
has been submitted, may be asked 
to corftinue as president of the 
B.C. government’s railway, link­
ing Squamish with QuesneL
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ant Industries 
In B.C. Interior

fe

M

Up-country members of the j 
Legislature want some of British 1 
Columbia's war industries in the B 
interior of the province.

In the Legislature Thursday 1
M.L.A.’s from far-distant places | 
of B.C. put in their pleas in this g 
regard to Hon. Herbert Anscomb, | 
Minister of Trade and Industry. |

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, | 
deplored the fact the interior has 
not a single war industry. There 
is too much waste and expense, 
he said, citing the Hotel Vancou­
ver barracks, which is so expen-1 
sive, he said, that people are fi 
talking about it.

Reeve R. C. MacDonald of Co- '{ 
quitlam, Conservative, Dewdney, | 
said war industries should not be 
congregated too much in the con- f 
gested areas of the coast.

Flt.-Lieut. L. H. Eyres, Conserv- J 
ative, Chilliwack, asked the mip-1 
ister to do something to keep tne 
bulb industry established and to E 
start tobacco and silkworm in- j 
dustries. L

Mr. Anscomb said, as far as he H 
could see, the bulb growers of 1 
Vancouver Island are not asking g 
for any assistance. Development | 
of markets is not necessary; what I 
is needed is production develop-1 
ment, he said.

L. A. Shepherd, C.C.F., Delta, I 
asked the department to boost S 
export of potatoes from the 1 
Fraser Valley.
• Dr. Gillis said he couldn’t see | 
any use voting money for the 
tou^st industry, when he couldn't 
see many tourists here this year | 
because of the war.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
wtaaded to know what the travel 
bureaus are going to do this year. I

Mr. Anscomb, replying, said the f 
situation is extremely complex. I 
He noted Oregon and Washington 6 
had made heavy reductions in I 
their tourist votes and said the 1 
B.C. department will not do any | 
national advertising this year. I 
But he thought the vote should be I 
left in, because conditions are so I 
uncertain.

Dr. Gillis asked the minister to 
use coal on the P.G.E. instead of 
oil

The House debated the office of 
the B.C. trade commissioner in 
Ottawa.

Mr. Anscomb said Lloyd Craig’s 
duties are to see what can be done 
to secure war industries for B.C.

“He has been successful—he 
has done a good job,” the minister 

.paid.
E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena, 

thought it disgraceful the govern­
ment had to spend money to seek 
war contracts, when Canada 
needs everything it can get. He 
paid the situation is “preposter­

ous.”

Pearson and Uphill 
Fight on Fernie Relief

House Discusses 
Union Activity

(Heated charges of political scan 
dais and evils and civil service 

demoralization were heard in 
the Legislature Friday. 

Contributors to the electrifying 
I half hour were Tom Uphill,

The Powell River man, the 
minister said, was discharged be­
cause many pecnlq objected to 
his manner. Even the doctor had 
objected. True, he said, some of 
the objectors may have been in­nail Iiuur wuc i —j-------- -- ——v    - -—** —

Labor, Fernie; C. Grant Mac-1 terested in politics, but “we came
Neil, C.C.F., Vancouver-Burrard; 
Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, and Hon. George Pearson, 
Minister of Labor.

Mr. Uphill, roaring with rage, 
started the dynamite-charged bail 
rolling when he wanted to know 
who was responsible for sending 
a certain relief administrator into 
Fernie.

“Did you appoint him to my 
district?’’ asked Mr. Uphill, lean­
ing forward, challengingly.

“You bet I did,” replied Mr. 
Pearson, equally challenging. “I 
take full responsibility.”

“Then I wish you’d ship him 
back into your own district,” re­
plied Mr. Uphill.
EXPLANATION 

Then Mr. Pearson explained 
why he had appointed the man 
Mr. Uphill didn’t like.

“Why, Mr. Chairman, admin­
istration of relief in Fernie was 
a scandal—it was the greatest 
scandal this province has ever 
seen,” Mr. Pearson said.

He explained he hired the new 
administrator because “he was 
a tough little guy.” He said he 
didn’t mean he was tough to the 
people rightfully on relief, but 
“he was tough to the road bosses ! 
and the head of the Liberal As-] 
sociation.”

Everybody in Fernie—“the 
whole city”—wanted relief, said 
Mr. Pearson. One Fernie man 
applied for relief for his son who 
was attending the University of 
British Columbia, the Labor Min­
ister disclosed.

Mr. Uphill frequently inter­
rupted to say people in his dis­
trict are getting relief "purely 
and solely” because of their po­
litical affiliations or because 
they belong to certain orders.

Mr. Pearson defied Mr. Uphill 
to prove that sort of thing was 
going on under his appointee. He 
said Mr. Uphill wasn't entirely 
free of trying to use his influ­
ence.

“Well, there are still some 
scandalous things going on in 
Fernie,” said Mr. Uphill, adding 
that Mr. Pearson’s appointee is, 
the cause of all the trouble. “We| 
want to see this graft and cor- 
rupation cut out.”

0n€ man, related Mr. Uphill,
‘a disciple of Mussolini’s,” got 
a contract for a ton of nails, while 
good Britishers” were ignored. 
Another Fernie rpan, said Mr. 

Uphill, was driven to the asylum 
because the administrator was 
so tough.
POWELL RIVER 

Mr. Gargrave asked Mr. Pear 
son if it were true the relief 
administrator in Powell River 
was discharged just before the 
election because of his politics.

Mr. Pearson replied that some 
people had a bogey about politics 
and political reasons for this and

to the conclusion he wasn’t sat 
isfactory — his manner of ap­
proach was upsetting.”

Mr. MacNeil, who has asked M 
each minister how appointments Bj 
are made to his department, rose, gH 
as usual, to ask the same ques- jjj 
tion of Mr. Pearson. |M

The Labor Minister said ho H 
understood Mr. MacNeil had “a g
bug” about government appoint­
ments.

"This is the only way I can 
find out what is the government 
policy in this respect,” he said. 
"To my astonishment, so far I 
find one minister after another 
snapping his fingers at the law— 
the Civil Service Act—and this 
is demoralizing to the civil ser­
vants—the ministers, I find, do 
not observe the law—in the Brit­
ish Commonwealth even cabinet 
ministers are not above the law.”

“Political bosses are making 
the appointments and doing the 
firing,” Mr. MacNeil charged. 
“This is the root of all our po­
litical evil.”
WANTS TO KNOW 

Mr. Pearson said, “I want to 
know who is coming to my de- j 
partment — I want to see and j 
know who they are.”

The minister said there are 
many things in the Civil Service 
Act that should be changed.

“But don’t think my appoint­
ments are made by political 
bosses,” he said, “for I haven’t 
much respect for political bosses.”

Mr. Uphill then wanted to know 
why the deputy labor minister 
is having his salary raised $300 
a year, while employees in lower 
brackets are not getting any in­
creases.

Before answering this ques­
tion Mr. Pearson wondered why 
Mr. yphill, "who isn’t often in 
this House,” was there every 
minute of the Labor Department 
estimates.

Mr. Uphill replied he thought 
one of his own bills was coming 
up, otherwise he wouldn’t have 
been there.

The deputy labor minister, Mr.* 
Pearson explained, for a long* 
time was looked upon as a glor­
ious office boy. Now, with labor 
problems to the fore, he had 
much to do and the increase only 
brought him in line with other 
deputy ministers.

However, Mr. Pearson went on,
“I was fired for a time, as you 
know,” and during that time the! 
deputy went to headquarters andi 

! obtained a promise of more pay.” j 
Although he didn’t recommend 

it, Mr. Pearson said, he was in j 
favor of It

I

If proof is provided to show 
employers have discharged and 
black-listed men for union activ. 
ity, they could be forced to take 
the men back, Hon. George S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, said 
in the Legislature Friday.

He admitted, however, proving 
such facts was difficult.

The minister made the state­
ment in reply to question by 
Grant MacNeil, C.G.F., Vancou­
ver-Burrard, who asked where 
the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act protected work­
men against such vicious prao 
tices.

He knew skilled artisans 
needed in war industries who had 
been black-listed because of their 
union activities, Mr. MacNeil 
said.

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac- 
Kenzie, and E. E. Winch, C.C.F, 
Burnaby, asked the minister to 
reconsider the act and open it up. 
The minister's refusal in face of 
requests for»such action from 
trades unions had been dictatorial, 
Mr. Winch -said.

"If you are going to deal with 
the act, it should be done thor­
oughly,” the minister replied, 
saying adequate time had been 
available to go into the question

■ in committee.
HI Labor was interested in the 

one point—the right to organize 
and bargain collectively, Mr. Mac. 
Neil said. Labor held that right 
had been declined and that the 
act failed to protect them from 
intimidation on the part of un­
scrupulous employers. 
IMPERATIVE RIGHT

"Legally the men have the 
right to organize—actually they

■ have not,” said Colin Cameron,
■ C.C.F., Comox.

“I'm going to suggest it's time 
the minister stopped stalling 
around,” he said.

“I'm not stalling—I am trying 
to work for the good of the work­
ers of this province,” the minis­
ter replied, commenting the act 
was not aimed aUatrengthening 
the position of professional or­
ganizers more interested in or­
ganization than in improving 
conditions for the workers.

Mr. Cameron charged the mill, 
mter with taking action against 
Pioneer Mine strikers but declin­
ing to take the employers to 
court through fear of having his 
legislation taken to the Privy 
Council and thrown out.

Mr. Gargrave, Sam Guthrie, 
L.C.F., Cowichan-Newcastie, and 
Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, Vie 
toria, spoke in favor of elimina­
tion of the time lag between 
opening union negotiations and 
Uieir completion. They saw no 
reason why employers should not 
tneet employees within a reason­
able time on the issue.

The lag, Mr. MacNeil said, 
provided opportunity for action 
against organizers by employers 
who, in some cases, fired the ac­
tive figures.

Mr. Guthrie said it gave em- 
wealTk, th<? chance 10 work «0

I
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tese, Your MJL.A/s
The Legislature Friday night 

heard an academic debate on the 
use of the terms “Premier" and 
“Prime Minister."

Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 
referred, when talking on old age 
pensions, to “the Prime Minister" 
and then said “I should say the? 
Premier."

“It’s not the Prime Minister 
any longer," Mr. Pattullo said. 
“When I was Prime Minister and 
used the term, I was accused of 
trying to put on airs.”

He pointed out that when “dear 
old Sir Richard McBride was 
head of the government,” he used 
the term Prime Minister.

“There is no difference—they 
both mean chief,” Mr. Pattullo 
said.

He then went on to say both 
terms were derived from the 
Latin—Prime Minister was Angli­
cized and Premier was French. 
He noted Sir Wilfred Laurier 
was never referred to as the 
Prime Minister, always the Pre­
mier.

Premier John Hart said the 
Constitution Act used the word 
Premier.

Mr. Pattullo admitted this is 
so, but said in every other prov­
ince of Canada the head of the 
treasury is referred to as Pro­
vincial Treasurer. In British Co­
lumbia the Constitution says he 
Is the Minister of Finance.

During this spontaneous de­
late, which had the House mysti­
fied, because It all had nothing 
to do with the case, Mr. Pattullo 
said Attorney-General Maitland 
was “bragging and banging" 
about the way the coalition gov­
ernment had completed the in­
come tax agreement between 
Ottawa and the provinces.

Mr. Maitland, who looked tired,

said: “You can’t get me arguing L 
tonight." However he did come 1 
back with something about “what i
you’ve been doing for the last 
seven years.

When things begin to drag, the 
galleries and members alike look 1 
for an enlivening “Uphillism.” § 
Tom gave them a few Friday | 
night.

“My future is spotless,” he | 
said. “I mean my word is as good 
as my bond. I never told an un­
truth—only sometimes when the 
truth wouldn’t answer.”

He didn’t like the “understrap­
pers" in the relief office in his 
district who thought “the only 
way to justify their salaries is 
to trim every way."

The session is dragging on, 
with the Opposition holding up 
the votes in the various depart­
ments. Friday afternoon Pre­
mier Hart said the Legislature 
would finish with labor estimates 
and get on with the Provincial 
Secretary’s Department by mid- I 
night. But, when 11.30 p.m. Fri- 6 
day came, the House had only fin­
ished with the Labor Department.

Labor Minister Geo. Pearson 
must have stood up 100 times 
during six hours of debate on 
Labor Department estimates. He 
must have answered a thousand 
questions.

Mr. Pearson has another ter­
rific day ahead of him Monday ™ 
when he will have to put through B 
the Provincial Secretary’s esti­
mates. This is one of the biggest 
departments of government and 
one of the C.C.F.'s pets. Mr. Pear­
son no doubt, on Monday, will be 
up and down again for six hours.
C.C.F. members are tireless when 
it comes to asking questions and 
giving advice and suggestions.

■■

Legislature Passes* 
Deanes Pension

The Legislature Friday passed 
an act to give superannuation to 
George Herbert Deane, retired 
municipal inspector of schools 
In Victoria.

There was some debate, Dr. J. 
J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, fearing 
there were other cases like Mr. 
Deane’s and that the Legislature 
was creating a precedent.

Provincial Secretary Geo. S. 
Pearson pointed out the case was 
extraordinary, that Mr. .Deane 
had been in public service for 
many years, but had left pro­
vincial education to take up 
similar work elsewhere In B.C. 
service. Mr. Pearson pointed out 
Mr. Deane had contributed to a 
pension fund for many years and 
could take out what he put In, 
at 5 per cent, but is desirous of 
superannuation.

It is a matter of fairness and 
justice,” the Provincial Secretary

Hr. Gillis said many long-time 
residents of British Columbia, if 
they went away for four years 
would have to wait 20 years in 
B.C., on their return, before they 
could secure the old age pension.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince 
Rupert, said it Is only fair to give 

superannuation to Mr. Deane, 
out there may be

Hindi Denies 
Labor Shortage

other similar cases. Dr. Gillis 
also said he was not against the 
act but wanted to know what 
would happen to other cases of 
a like nature.

SHORTEST SPEECH 
From Port Alberni Advocate

James Mowat, M,L.A. for Al­
berni, created a sensation in the 
Legislature the other day. He 
made a short speech, one of the 
shortest on record, and the Press 
Gallery were unanimous in re 
cording that he said more in a 
few minutes than more experi­
enced politicians would say in an 
hour.

Last week local municipal 
authorities went to Vancouver to 
negotiate certain business with 
the government. Their report 
reads: “. . . to express apprecia­
tion of Mr. Mowat's assistance in 
the interviews, and the matters 
generally pertaining to Port Al­
berni.”

When more M.L.A.’s learn 
what Mr. Mowat seems to know 
intuitively, that the people who 
sent them there are considerably 
less interested in talk than they 
are in action, we might be able 
to look with more sympathy on 
the publicity that emanates from 
Victoria, dur congratulations to 
Mr. Mowat for setting a very 
laudable example.

“I only wish the minister had i 
the power to enact a law to 
‘scrag’ certain individuals, big 
industrialists and some parlia­
mentarians, too, who do this 
country a great disservice by giv­
ing out ponderous statements 
about the shortage of labor,” ) 
Harold Winch, Opposition leader, 
said in the Legislature Friday 
night.

“It’s not true,” he said. Men 
by the hundreds gathered before 
war industrial plants in Vancou­
ver every morning looking for 
work and could not get it, he 
said.

He spoke as debate continued 
on employment services and the 
unemployment relief votes.

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Vancou- 
ver-Burrard, Tom Uphill, Labor, 
Fernie, and others spoke of the 
position of men 50 and over who 
could not find work.

A more efficient placement 
service was urged for the em­
ployment bureau by Mr. MacNeil.

“I hear employers say they 
can’t get workers. I hear work­
ers say they can’t get work,” he 
said.

Minister of Labor George S. 
Pearson stated the federal gov­
ernment had indicated its inten­
tion of extending the placement 
system. The province had al- 

i ways adopted a lenient attitude I 
! to older men, relieving them of
I1 the necessity of working out re­
lief in difficult weather, he 

. added.
OLDER WOMEN NEED AID

Earlier Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, 
C.C.F., North Vancouver, had 
asked similar placement consider- 

j \ ation for ’trained women of 50 
and 60 who could not compete 
with younger groups.

The matter was under federal 
| jurisdiction, Mr. Pearson said, 

adding, ‘‘We are hopeful some­
thing may be done.”

A. J. Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East, raised the question of al­
leged inadequate training given 
youths by some welding^ schools, 
saying their work sometimes do- 
troyed expensive plates. A wider 
labor policy could avert the 
trouble, he said, through a closer 
check on the schools and estab­
lishment of standards.

Mr. Pearson challenged Mr. 
Turner’s knowledge of the weld­
ing situation, saying particular 
attention had been given that 
trade, definite inspection was 
carried out and standards main­
tained for schools.

Harold Winch urged establish­
ment of one central authority for 
relief, saying the province could 
aid municipalities by assuming 
complete responsibility for finan­
cing and administering unemploy­
ment At present, he said, re­
sponsibility was shuttled around. 
He said in some cases municipali­
ties were requiring unemployed 
to work extra time to earn the 
bonus which had been given 
them.

Mr. Pearson said he thought 
the time had come to take stock. 
He sometimes wondered if the 
province should not restore the 
relief burden to the municipali­
ties and allocate some other 

;o them.

If he had a bag of funds with 1 
io bottom, he would like to take | 

the whole thing over, he said. It 
could be administered more effi­
ciently and, he added, could be 
run to save as much as 20 per 
cent. No other province in Can­
ada paid anything like B.C.'s 
scale, he said.

B. G. Webber, C.C.F., Similka- 
meen, asked if the province had 
set up any policy to meet the de- | 
mand for seasonal labor in the 
Okanagan which found much of 
its men, declined relief through 
age rulings, drifting to th^ 
larger centres and leaving a labor 
scarcity in their own regions.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
answered some criticism on the 
lack of employment for older 
men, saying 75 per cent of the 
coal miners in Merritt were over 
60 years of age.

He was asked the situation in 
Princeton. In Princeton, he re­
plied, the miners are organized.

Mrs. Ste/tvI
mSBm
es Wants

Labor, Fanners 
For U.B.C. Board

Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves’ bill to 
“democractize the university,” as 
she announced earlier in the 
week, was introduced in the Leg­
islature Friday.

The present “British Columbia 
University Act,” says the board 
of governors, shall consist of 11 
members, thé President and 
Chancellor as ex-officio mem­
bers, with the Chancellor as 
chairman; three members elected 
by the Senate, and the remaining ] 
six by the Lieutenant-Governor- 
in-Council.

The act further says no princl- ! 
pal or teacher in any high school 
shall be on the board of gov­
ernors.

Mrs. Steeves’ amendment 
would take this clause out and 
have the board of governors com­
posed of: The Chancellor and 
President, with the Chancellor as 
chairman; three members elected 
by the Senate; one member 
elected by the B.C. Teachers’ 
Federation; one member elected 
by the Farmers’ Institute of B.C.; 
one member elected by organized 
labor; one member to be elected 
by the Parent - Teacher Federa­
tion of B.C., and two members to 
be appointed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-Council.
ECONOMICS CHAIR

When the University vote of I 
$400,000 came up earlier in the I 
week, Mrs. Laura Jamieson, I 
C.C.F., Vancouver Centre, and | 
Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, Vic­
toria, asked that a chair of home ] 
economics be instituted.

Mrs. Hodges pointed out that I 
20 years ago a group of Victoria I 
women raised $11,000 for this I 
chair, and this fund had now | 
grown to $14,000.

“It is so unusual for anyone to I 
come to the government bearing I 
money, that I hope consideration | 
will be given to the need to urge I 
the University Senate to make I 
the necessary steps to establish | 
this chair,” Mrs. Hodges said.
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Perry Mends 
B.C.’s Actions

Power to Cities

ifer Old People
C.C.F. members in the House 

Friday night said they would 
never be satisfied until old-age 
pensioners in B.C. receive $30 a 
month, and members of the 
government pointed out BiC. is 
doing more for its aged than any 
other province in Canada.
BONUS VOTE

The matter came up when the 
House was voting $711,000 for 
the $5 a month bonus for B.C. 
old folk.

Mrs. Grace Maclnnis, G.C.F., 
Vancouver Burrard, said there is | 
“absolutely nothing in the regu­
lations of the act to prevent this 
government from being a great 
deal more liberal.”

She said the act was drawn up 
by an inter-provincial conference 
and Ottawa is not dictating in 
respect to pensions.

“We asked for a loaf of bread 
—now we have half a loaf. That’s 
good, fine, but the old people 
have waited too long for this 
half loai If this government 
wants to look after the old people 
it doesn’t have to wait for Ottawa. 
More is due. The $5 a month 
extra this legislature is giving is 
long overdue. The 'old people 
need a lot more than they’re 
getting.”

Education Minister H. G. T. 
Perry said, “I think British Col­
umbia is making a very fine con­
tribution, when the province is 
only called on to pay 25 per cent 
of the pension costs. This is a 
contribution that should not be 
depreciated by the Opposition. 
We hope it will be accepted as a 
national responsibility, which it 
is, and not as entirely a provin­
cial responsibility.”
35.6 PER CENT

Mr. Perry pointed out the B.C. 
government is now contributing
33.6 per cent of the total pensions 
to B.C. aged. In addition to the 
bonus it pays another $700,000 
each year.

Provincial Secretary Pearson 
said “we can’t do anything 
further unless we can persuade 
the other provinces. We didn’t 
make the present regulations. 
We must keep within the regula­
tions that are laid down.”

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
North Vancouver, urged the 
government to call an inter-pro­
vincial conference to deal with

le pension problem.
^Be bold once in a while,” she 

"In doubtful cases let us 
the whole pension ourselves, 
if Ottawa objects.”

Asks B.C. Funds Har» d Winch Sayt

B.C.’s municipalities will be | 
allowed to raise and spend money 
for civilian protection when a bill 
entitled “Municipalities Civil Pro­
tection Enabling Act” is passed 
by the Legislature.

It was introduced for first 
reading in the House Friday by 
Hon. A. Wells Gray, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs.

Under the present Municipal 
Act there is no authority for 
cities and municipalities to spend 
money on such work.

The bill is officially described 
as “An act conferring power upon 
municipalities to take precau­
tions against hostile attack.”

It says municipal councils 
shall have power to organize, 
establish and put into operation 
any plan or scheme for air raid 
precautions, civil protection and 
disaster relief; to co-operate with 
and make grants of money to 
any committee set up to under­
take the organization of air raid 
precautions; to authorize any 
employee of the municipality to 
perform any services that the 
council may deem to be in fur­
therance of A.R.P.; to acquire by 
purchase or otherwise fire, de­
molition and other equipment or 
materials that the council may 
deem necessary or useful in the 
case of enemy attack; to auth­
orize the use of real property or 
any equipment or chattels be­
longing to the municipality for 
the furtherance of A.R.P.; to 
authorize any employee of the 
municipality to demolish or re­
move any privately-owned wall, 
building, structure or works made

Seeking government funds to 
help building costs* Dr. A. K. 
Haywood, medical superinten­
dent of the Vancouver General 
Hospital and directors Frank 
Burd, Norman Cull and James 
Thompson Saturday met Pro­
vincial Secretary Geo. Pearson 
and Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land.

The directors, after the confer-1 
ence, said the ministers gavel 
them a favorable hearing, but 5 
made no promises.

We need more money because I 
building costs have risen,” Mr. | 
Burd said.

; v
New Tax Imposed 
On Iron Ore

A tax of 17.5 cents per ton will I 
be imposed on all iron ore mined I 
in British Columbia, with a draw-1 
back of the full amount for all ore | 
smelted within the province.

This is the main feature of an I 
amendment to the Taxation Act.j 
introduced in the Legislature Fri-I 
day by Premier-Finance Minister | 
John Hart.

Car Drivers Liable 
If Accidents Occur

Legislation which excused the | 
driver of a gratuitous passenger 
from liability, should an accident 
result, hasn’t worked out very

«well, Hon. R. L. Maitland, Attor­
ney-General, explained in the Leg­
islature Friday when putting I 
through second reading of an ! 
amendment to the Motor Vehicle 
Act.

The amendment will make the 
driver of a car liable if “gross 
negligence” can be proven.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
Vancouver North, said she feels 
rather doubtful about the amend­
ment, that it will mean a lot of 
litigation and trouble. She fore­
saw a great many free rides be­
cause of gas rationing.

B.C. Drug Stores 
Evade Laws

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch, in the Legislature Monday 
called on the government to con­
duct a sweeping investigation of 
the pharmacy situation in British 
Columbia.

“The Pharmaceutical Council 1 
doesn’t deal any more with phar*| 
macy,” Mr. Winch said, “but with I 
a commercial drug store, almost a | 
department store.

“The Pharmacy Act is being I 
used, not to build the profession I 
of pharmacy, but to keep a gen-1 
eral store open after lawful hours I 
and to invade the minimum wage I 
laws of this province,” Mr. Winch | 
said. .

He told of one apprentice in a I 
j drug store who, in two years, had I 
I not seen six prescriptions filled, j 
I APPRENTICES

“Those boys, called apprentices, 
are actually working in a general] 
store—any other store has to pay; 
the minimum wage of $15 a weel 
but these drug stores can sign 
young men and young women on 
as apprentices and they don't] 
reach $15 a week until the sixl 
six-month period,” Mr. 
said.

Too many druggists are diag- 
rtosin.g, Mr. Winch said. People 
are now going into drug stores] 
and asking for advice, and the; 
druggists says: “Why don't you! 
try this, or why don’t you try: 
that,” Mr. Winch said. Patenj 
medicines are recommended.

"This is detrimental to the 
I pharmacy profession and it is! 
J also detrimental to the health of| 
I the people of this province,” he 
I said.

“The Pharmaceutical Council] 
should recognize its business is 
pharmacy and not how to sell 
electrical appliances or sportl 
goods,” he said.

In Victoria, Mr. Winch re­
counted, a woman the other day 
went into a drug store and asked 
her druggist what he thought of 
a certain medicine. He said he 
wouldn't sell it to her, considering 
the nature of her complaint At 
another drug store the man sold 
her three bottles, and before she 
left the store, got her to sign a 
testimonial to the alleged benefits 
of the tonic.

| PATENT MEDICINES
Another store in Victoria, not 

complying with the pharmaceutir 
cal regulations, had its dispensary 
removed, but carried on with] 
patent medicines and goods of aj 
.general nature.

“Drug stores have developed 
into a commercialized business— 
they, are no longer operating afj 
pharmacies. Active control of; 
pharmacy should rest in go' 
ment and be a department of 
health department, so that it “ 
be built up as a pharmacy,” J 
Winch said.

No Hij; 
At Pre
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Commission 1to Serve on CouncilNo jlighway 
At Present Says Bruhn |Of B.C. Rehabilitation

* t Nnt mnra fhan 19 rmrenne onH >n nt
The time will come when 

an independent highway com­
mission may be set up in 
B.C., but in the meantime 
a highway board, staffed by 
senior engineers, will advise on 
the province’s road problems, 
Hon. R. W. Bruhn, Minister of 
Public Works, announced today.

A full-fledged highway com­
mission would be undesirable 
under present conditions for 
several reasons, Mr. Bruhn 
pointed out.

“In the first place sufficient 
data is not available bp’ the 
constitution and functions of 
highway commissions in other 
provinces and states,” Mr. 
Bruhn said. “There seems to be 
considerable doubt as to their 
success in handling public 
works affairs. Too often it has 
been found that these commis­
sions have had little or no 
value. If and when I am con­
vinced a commission will make 
for better administration, I will 
have a proposal to make.”
NO COMPLAINTS 

Mr. Bruhn said that if depart­
ment employees were given the 
opportunity and freed of political 
interference to carry out their 
duties at all times in the best in­
terests of the. people of B.C., 
there would not be the com­

plaints now being made.”
"There is no question that at 

the present time there is general 
concern and dissatisfaction with 
the manner in which the Public 
Works Department is being ad­
ministered and the slow pro­
gress being made in providing 
adequate highway facilities,” 
Mr. Bruhn said. The new high­
way board, Mr. Bruhn said, will 
act as an advisory council and 
that one of its chief functions 
will be to gather data on all 
public works affairs for use of 
the department.

Board members, Mr. Bruhn 
said, will be located close to Vic­
toria, where they will be avail­
able on short notice. One en­
gineer will act as liason officer, 
keeping contact between projects 
and headquarters, in order to 
standardize and supervise the 
work, and keep men and equip­
ment working at top efficiency.

Board expenses, he said, will 
be light, and will be taken care 
of entirely without increase in 
present cost of administration.

wtt

_ The construction and main­
tenance of roads in British Co­
lumbia is necessarily high,” Mr. 
Bruhn said. “The funds are 
low, with the result that ad­
ministration and other overhead 
charges appear proportionally 
high.”

Blame for dissatisfaction with 
B.C. highways cannot be laid 
entirely on the staff, Mr. Bruhn 
pointed out.
ALL TO BLAME

“The truth is,” he said, “we 
are all to blame. Beyond doubt 
there is too much interference 
by irresponsible parties, having 
in many cases their own selfish 
interests to serve. What's' the 
use of beating around the bush? 
Ever since the beginning of the 
party system there has been 
waste, extravagance, favoritism 
and patronage, which should not 
be permitted. Our system of 
letting contracts, purchasing of 
plant and material must be cor­
rected. Some officials have too 
much to do; others too little. 
There is a shortage of equip­
ment and much of it is not sat­
isfactory and not spread around 
to the best advantage. Matters 
of little consequence require 
far too much time and traveling, 
hence there are too many offi­
cial cars on the road. Some of 
the appointees to the service are 
not entirely satisfactory.

“With so little money now 
available for highway mainten­
ance there is certainly no time 
for waste of time, material or 
money. Right now we must take 
stock of ourselves and our prob­
lems and arrange our plans and 
direct our energies to what is 
necessary and worth while. 
Owing to the tremendous re­
sources of this province and the 
idea that these could never be 
exhausted, we have simply got 
into soft, extravagant and badly 
directed ways and this must now 
be changed.

Great highway transforma­
tion in B.C. is impossible at 
present, Mr. Bruhn warned, 
partly because B.C. and other _ 
Canadian provinces don't draw | 
federal aid, as do the states 
south of the line.

“In my opinion,” Mr. Bruhn 
said, “this is the only way our 
Canadian highways can be de­
veloped to compare with those 
of the United States.”

Not more fhan 12 persons 
will constitute B.C.’s Postwar 
Rehabilitation Council, and the 
members will be appointed by 
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-coun- 
cil, * to hold office during 
pleasure, according to a bill in­
troduced in the Legislature Mon­
day by Premier-Finance Minis­
ter John Hart.

The bill is known as “An act 
to make provision for advance 
planning of rehabilitation meas­
ures, industrial reorganization 
and employment projects- de­
signed to meet post-war con­
ditions.” In short it is to be 
known as the Post-war Re­
habilitation Act.

The remuneration of the chair-
tan and of the other members 

be determined by the 
Lieutenant • Governor-in-council, 
says the bill.

The duties of the council shall 
be to form an estimate of the 
probable number of returned 
men who will be released from 
the defence forces at the war’s 
end and become available for.

man
will

and in need of civilian employ- * 
ment in this province.

The council will also make a 
survey to estimate to what extent ffi 
persons will be thrown out of H 
employment when war industries II 
in the province close down.

A survey of the natural re-1| 
sources and industries of the pro- §1 
vince will be made by the coun-1| 
cil, whose members will ajpo 
confer with operators of indus- 
tries, agriculturists, organiza- g| 
tions of employers and em- 
ployees, municipal councils and 
others, “with a view to the l 
creation of opportunities for the 1 
reinstatement of returned men 1 
and of persons displaced by ces-1 
sation of war industries, in use- a 
ful and gainfiÿ occupations.”

The council will also make a « 
study to determine to what ex-1 
tent war industries can be con- §j 
verted into peacetime industries b 
and to make a survey of agri-1 
cultural lands to determine the | 
extent to which they lend them- i 
selves to self-sustaining or pro- B 

,Jitable settlement.
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These, Your MJLA.’s
The 14 C.C.F. members of the 

Legislature had a little celebra­
tion of, their own Monday night 
in honor of the election in York 
South of C.C.F. candidate J. W. 
Noseworthy and the defeat of 
Conservative Leader Meighen. In 
fact, they rubbed the victory well 
into the Coalition benches, but 
Liberals and Conservatives took 
it in good part. One or two Lib­
erals reminded them that Liber­
als also had been elected.

Some Customers Stay | 
After Closing Hours

I Some customers get into a I 
I store two minutes before closing I 
I hour and remain there until they I 
have completed their shopping. I 

Labor Minister George S. Pear-1 
I son, explained this in the Legisla-1 
I ture Monday when an amendment | 
I to the Shops Regulation Act was I 
I put through second reading.

Tlie amendment will make it I 
possible for municipalities to say I 

I in° a a c“stomer may remain |
closing hours

I Before Legislature
B.C.’s “Dominion - Provincial 

Agreement Act,” jjghich will 
authorize the province to turn 
over its income tax sources to the 
Dominion government for the 
duration of the war, reached the 
floor of the Legislature Monday.

It was introduced by Premier- 
Finance Minister John Hart. It 
contains the various understand­
ings and details of the vast finan­
cial change, agreed to by the 
Premier and Attorney-General R. 
L. Maitland in Ottawa two 
months, H

All C.C.F. members wore red: 
thé men had red tags in their but­
tonholes, the three women 
M.L.A.’s wore red bandeaux in 
their hair. They marched into the 
House together, behind their 
leader, Harold Winch, who told 
his fellow legislators he thought 
“we should express our pleasure 
at this off with the old and on 
with the new.” Premier John 
Hart then grinned indulgently— 
for were not two Liberal cabinet 
ministers elected?—and said Mr. 
Winch was quite out of order.

Black crepe hung on Attorney- 
General Maitland’s desk. It was 
there when the House met at 8.30, 
but it was nearly midnight before 
Mr. Maitland discovered it. He 
said nothing, merely that hq had 
not noticed it before.

Tom King, from Columbia, said 
he couldn't understand why black 
was on the A.-G.’s desk. Here, 
said Mr. King, was an opportu­

nity for Mr. Maitland to move to 
Ottawa as Leader of the Opposi­
tion.

That, suggested Mrs. Sleeves 
from across the aisle, could be 
B.C.’s contribution to Canada’s 
war effort.

Mr. Uphill, too, wore red in hi? 
buttonhole, but he came into the 
House by himself.

Mr. Pattullo was on his feet 
more than usual Monday night 
Several times he gave advice or 
explained this and that for the 
Coalition cabinet ministers.

Harold Winch, near midnight, 
said “We are getting along very 
well under the new government 
leader. ... I wish the ex-govern­
ment leader would maintain his 
seat.” Antl-Pattullo Liberals 
laughed aloud in glee.

Mr. Pattullo replied he main­
tained his seat in the last election. 
Then he added "It looks as if 
they (the C.C.F. and the Coali­
tion Liberals) are ganging up as 
they did on Meighen.” This 
pleased the Conservatives, who 
felt Mr. Pattullo was vindicating 
defeat of their national leader.

Mr. Hart apparently worked on 
standard time Monday. He kept 
the House going until the stroke 
of 12. Mrs. Sleeves reminded him 
an hour's sleep had been lost the 
night before. Mr. Hart smilingly 
called quits. ■ ;
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The Legislature will be asked ; 
to approve these changes by pass-1 
ing the act, after which the trans-1 
1er will become law.

The bill is the most lengthy I 
introduced this session. It has 20 l 
pages. There is expected to bel 
little debate and it win probably j 
pass the House unanimously.



Health Plans Few Free Rides

Being Studied
Health insurance made its an­

nual appearance before the Leg­
islature Monday night. It 
cropped up as usual when a 

) $10,000 vote for the Health In­
surance Commission appeared in 
the estimates. It is $3,000 less 
than last year.

Provincial Secretary Geo. Pear- ; 
son said the commission is work­
ing on plans which will eventu- | 
ally be of benefit. He said he ! 
did not know what could be done : 
about health insurance at pres- : 
ent, as there is difficulty in ob­
taining doctors and nurses.
GETTING SOMEWHERE

“The chairman is devoting a 
great deal of time to studying 
plans,” Mr. Pearson said. “He is 
really getting somewhere in new 
ideas and is preparing the way."

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
said: “I’d be ashamed if I were 
doing as little work and drawing 
this money down.” He added 
there is a strong feeling through­
out the province against money , 
going to the commission.

Mrs. Steeves, C.C.F., North Van- , 
couver, said she would again sup- 
port the vote, because “if we 
killed this vote we would kill the | 
last flicker 'of life in health in- | 
surance.”

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, j 
agreeing with Mrs. Steeves, 
said that after the war some j 
form of state medicine will be | 
accepted as necessary, not only j 
by the public, but by the doctors. 
He said hundreds of young doc- j 
tors, discharged from the armed 
services, would find the doors of 
private practice closed against f 
them, and would be forced, eco- j 
nomically, to turn to state medi- | 
cine.

Victoria Drivers 
Cold to Troops

Criticizes Salary 
lût Superintendent

NOT ASKED
Replying to W. A. C. Bennett, 

Conservative, Grand Forks-1 
Greenwood, Mr. Pearson said the 
chairman, whom he named as I 
Dr. W. T. Barrett, had not been j 
asked by the government to 
break his contract.

“I have an idea he earns his I 
money, although I cannot say i 
positively, for I have not yet had \ 
time to go into the question i; 
thoroughly," Mr. Pearson said. I 
“But he is working on plans that ( 
will definitely be of value in the i 
futurç.”

People in Victoria do not often 
give sailors, soldiers or airmen 
free rides, Pte. Louis LeBourdais, 
Liberal, Cariboo, complained in 
the Legislature Monday.

The soldier-M.L.A. made his 
observation when the House was 
discussing amendments to the 
Motor Vehicle Act, which will 
bring back the “three-party” risk 
and make the driver of a car re­
sponsible if “gross negligence” 
can be proved.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
North Vancouver, feared inser­
tion of the clause would do away 
with free rides, especially for the 
armed services, because no driver 
would wish to take the chance 
of being financially crippled for 
life.
NO DANGER HERE

“There’s no danger of this hap­
pening to any motorist in Vic­
toria,” Mr. LeBourdais said. 
“They’re not given to picking up 
anyone.”

He told how he had walked for 
40 minutes in the rain the other 
night and 22 cars passed him, 
and in some was only the driver.

"Car drivers here in* Victoria 
should pick up the troops,” he 
said, telling what a great help 
it is when a man is on leave and 
time is precious.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince j j 
Rupert, said Mr. LeBourdais had 
just been unfortunate. He re­
counted how he picked up an air 
force man the other night. He 
ascertained the airman was on 
his way to his wedding, “so,” 
said Mr. Pattullo, “not only did 
I give him a lift, but I gave him 
$5 also.”

The Legislature, however, in­
serted the clause about “gross 
negligence."

Mrs. Steeves said working 
people are now giving each other 
lifts to and from work. She feared 
this practice might stop, work­
ing a hardship.
CLEVER LAWYER

“With a clever lawyer any­
thing might happen,” she said, 
regarding the “gross négligente.”

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
agreed with Mrs. Steeves. Log­
ging company employees, living 
away from the camps, are now 
giving each other rides to and 
from the camps.

In Comox-Courtenay everyone 
gives lifts to the sailors, he said, 
and he feared this wouWnow 
stop.

“We've practically turned our 
cars into taxis for the navy,” he 
said. “We never go to Cour­
tenay from Comox without three 
or four sailors.”

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch, disagreeing with both 
Mr. Cameron and Mrs. Steeves, 
urged the House to look at the 
other side of the picture. “Pas­
sengers to and from work should 
be covered by Insurance,” he

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
and R. H. Carson, Liberal, Kam­
loops, in the Legislature Monday 
night objected to the government 
paying $3,000 towards the $15,000

j salary of the Vancouver General
J Hospital superintendent.
5 The government pays the $3,000 J under a vote for medical con- 
| sultants.

“He hasn’t given any advice 
that I know and there is no need 
of it,” Dr. Gillis said. “The gov­
ernment can get the advice of 
perfectly good medical men free 
of charge.”

Provincial secretary said it was 
just another case of helping the 

| city of Vancouver, 
j “It is helping a hospital that 

is doing a, great provincial serv- 
’• ice,” he said.
i Dr. Gillis replied he knows the 
> hospital is doing fine work, but 
5 “when the superintendent was 
1 brought here he was going to 
j clear it up and put it on a paying 
j basis and it’s now on a worse 
basis than ever.”

Mr. Carson thought the $3,000 
grant should be taken away. He 
said a man, for nothing, put a 
Kamloops hospital on a paying 
basis.

“I think you’re just throwing 
$3,000 away in this case,” Mr. Car- 
son said.

Utility Board 
Under Barrage

The Public Utilities Commis­
sion came under lire again in the | 
Legislature Monday night.

Reeve R. C. MacDonald ol Co-1 
quitlam, Conservative, Dewdney, 
said the commission is not work- L 
ing in the interests ol the com-1 
mon people ol the province.

"This commission was set up 
to look alter the people and it’s l 
not doing anything about it," he 
said. I

He advocated immediate dis-1 
charge ol the commission.

"The majority ol this board has I 
had no experience in public utility I 
work," he said. “The chairman 
knows nothing about this busi­
ness.”
NO CRITICISM

Ü

Education to Take 
Museum, Archives

Provincial museum, library and I 
archives % are to be transferred 1 
from the Provincial Secretary’s I 
Department to the Education De-1 
partment.

Provincial Secretary, George 1 
Pearson, in the Legislature Mon-1 
day introduced a bill transferring I 
the museum from his department I 
to that of education. Later he I 
announced the archives and I 
library would be transferred to| 
the same department.

The House passed a vpte of I 
$28,180 for the provincial library I 
and archives. The vote showed I 
the department expects $350 ini 
admittance fees from HelmckenJ 
House. The provincial museum 1 
in the next fiscal year will cost! 
$12,760.

W. T. Straith, Liberal, Victoria, I 
spoke of the fine work the library I 
staff is doing in distributing | 
books to the armed forces.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, I 
asked that the salary of the as-1 
sistant librarian be raised from | 
$1,800 a year.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince I 
Rupert, said such a board, like | 
the courts, should be above criti­
cism.

Hon. H. G. T. Perry, Minister | 
of Education remarked.

“I said it was creating a I 
bureaucracy and that’s what it’s | 
proved to be."

Mr. Pattullo said the commis-1 
sion is responsible to .the Legis-1 
lature, but the government has l 
no control over certain sections I 
of it.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, I 
said of the commissioners, "they I 
won’t listen to anyone. When I 
the board was formed I said the | 
chairman was not fitted for it-- 
the more I come to know about it I 
the more I’m convinced I was I 
right. They’re not doing their I 
duty to the people of this pro-1 
vince. I wanted the board re- [ 
sponsible to the Legislature, not j 
to the cabinet."
COULDN'T EARN IT

Sam Guthrie. C.C.F.. Cowichan- 
Newcastle, said “I’d cut the I 
salaries of this board in half at I 
once—they’re getting money they I 
could not possibly earn in any | 
other work in this country—the 1 
thing is wrong—$10,000 a year | 
for 10 years for the chairman- 
when so many people In this pro-1 
vince are on the verge of starva­
tion.”

Premier John Hart cut the de-1 
bate short by announcing "this [ 
whole question has been out of | 
order.”

The vote for the commission is I 
statutory and should not be de-1 
bated in the Legislature.
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Investigating 
Marblehead Bridge

Local public works officials no 
longer advise on what mills are 
situated in the various districts,
F. H. Harrison, chief B.C. pur­
chasing agent, informed the Leg­
islature’s public accounts com­
mittee today.

Instead, Mr. Harrison said, he 
now asks the forestry service to 
advise him and then he requests 
tenders from all mills in the area 
where government work is to be 
done.

C.C.F. members of the com­
mittee said the Marblehead Bridge 
across the Lardeau River was not 
justified, that there had been 
petitions against it.

The Big Bend Cedâr Pole Com­
pany, with which Capt. C. S. 
Leary, former Minister of Publie 
Works is associated, supplied the 
timber for the bridge, although 
the tender of the Big Bend com­
pany was $200 above that of the 
Alberta Lumber Company of 
Vancouver.

Capt. Leary, in defence of the 
need of the bridge, read a letter 
written in 1931 by the Conserva­
tive Association of Kaslo, urging 
it be constructed.

Mr. Harrison said the $200 
spread was not great and it was 
not unusual to give preference 
to a tenderer close to the work 
if the spread was not too great.

Committee members asked 
Arthur Dixon, Deputy Minister 
of Public Works, if he had 
authorized the bridge.

“I’m purely a subordinate of­
ficial of the government,” Mr. 
Dixon replied. "I only do as I’m 
told.”

Once the government decided 
to build a bridge, he said, he ad­
vised on the proper site. In the 
case of the Marblehead, however, 
he had not personally seen the 
site, although engineers of the 
department had.

Capt. Leary said he made the 
decision to build the bridge.

for
Island Roads

The government will spend 
$165,000 on the roads of Van­
couver Island in the next fiscal 
year.

Hon. Herbert Anscomb, acting I 
Minister of Public Works, pre-^fej 
sented the road vote to the Leg*» 
jslature Monday night.

On the island the „ vote Is di- 9 
vided as follows: Alberni, $22,000; 
Comox, $34,000; Cowichan-New- j| 
castle, $30,000; Esquimalt, $33,- « 
000; Nanaimo and the Islands, 
$25,000; Saanich, $21,000.

Largest road appropriations 
are for Omineca and Nelson- 
Creston, $45,000 each. Smallest! 
is $3,500 for North Vancouver.”

The province will spend $1,005,- 
000 in the next fiscal year on its 
roads, making a total vote for 
maintenance of roads, bridges, 
ferries and wharves of $2,119,570.

Ferries will cost $300,000; su­
pervision, $57,610; bridges, $490,- 
000; location of roads, $30,000; 
snow removal, $65,000; machin­
ery, $73,000; Prince Rupert 
wharf, $9,000; contingencies, 
$79,960; municipal roads (clas­
sified), $10,000.

The government only does road 
work in unorganized territory.

■

Asks T.B. Prevention 
Be Taught in Schools

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, In I 
the Legislature Monday urged I 
that prevention of tuberculosis be 
taught in the schools.

British Columbia will not strike I 
l a telling blow against this disease I 

until children are taught to guard 
against it and take precautions to 
avoid it. L

Dr. Gillis advocated that doc-1 
■ tors in all parts ot the province | 
give lectures once each six I 
months to all B.C. school children.

“We can spend all the money 
we like on Tranquille and the pre­
ventoriums, but we won’t get 1 
aheal of tuberculosis until we| 
educate our children against it,” 
Dr. Gillis warned. ,

“Tuberculosis Is a pulmonary! 
I disease, and Is curable," he said. l 
I “We must teach our children how I 
I to keep well." We've got to get I 
I into every part of B.C. and teach I 
1 prevention to the mothers, the ] 
I fathers and, especially, to the 
I children themselves." 1
I He said medical men would be I 
I glad to give free lectures in the | 
I schools. In his opinion, such lec- ] 
I tures would have a greater effect I 
I in promoting health than any [ 
I other measure.

Vote Discussed
Mount St. Mary, new annex to 

St. Joseph’s Hospital, is caring 
for patients who ordinarily would 
go to Marpole Infirmary if there 
was room, Provincial Secretary 
George Pearson told the Legisla­
ture Monday night when a $52,000 
vote for the institution was | 
passed.

In reply to a question from I 
Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 1 
Mr. Pearson said the government 1 
is paying $1.50 a day for its I 
patients.

He said he hadn’t inspected the 
hospital, “but I understand the 
accommodation is very, very 
fine.”

Mr. Cameron brought to the 
attention of the minister two 
cases which had been pointed 
out to him, although he said the 
complaints may not be justified.

One woman patient, Mr. Cam­
eron said, had been taken to 
Mount St. Mary although she had 
a “particular bias against a cer­
tain religious sect and she’s, not 
very happy.”

Another alleged complaint, he 
said, was that some restrictions 
had been put on Seventh-Day Ad­
ventist patients attending their 
own services.

He said he knew nothing about 
Seventh-Day Adventists, “but it 
seems to me they should be al­
lowed to have these services if 
they wish.

Mr. Pearson said both cases 
had been taken care of. /

■Mill illMl TTTW

To Be Surveyed
The entire B.C. civil service 

I will be surveyed by the govern­
ment in the next year, Provin- 

! cial Secretary George S. Pearson 
I said in the Legislature Monday 
I night.
j This will be done, Mr. Pearson 
I said, “to bring it into better 
j shape, particularly in relation to 
I salary schedules.

“It is the intention of the gov- 
I ernment to bring in an expert 
I and see if order can be made out 
1 of chaos,” Mr. Pearson said.
I Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, 
I Victoria, asked consideration for 
I retired civil servants on small 
1 pensions,
I Mr. Pearson said this was 
I treading on dangerous ground, 
I because favoritism is bound to be 
j charged. Mrs. Hodges pointed 
i out the case of a retired servant 
I on $41 a month. She thought 
| perhaps a cost-of-living bonus 
I would be a way out.
I Opposition Leader Harold 
j Winch asked, In the case of $5 a 
I month more for old age penslon- 
lers, who would give the money 
a when the old people are confined 
| to institutions. Mr. Pearson as- 
1 sured Mr. Winch “We will do the 
I right thing.”
I “Then I take it the old people 
I will get the money,” Mr. Winch 
| said.
I “I said we would do the right 6 thing,” Mr. Pearson replied.

«time Houses 
Discussed Again

Plans for better houses at little 
if any greater cost than the struc­
tures erected by Wartime Housing 
Ltd. had been made by the fed­
eral government .before the issue 
had been turned over to a dollar 
a year man, Mrs. Dorothy 
Steeves, C.C.F., North Vancouver, 
said in the Legislature Tuesday. I

The federal government had f j 
been prepared to proceed under!; 
the national housing administra 
tion and to draft plans with a 
view to future as well as present 
needs, she said.

Planning for the future had 
been entirely overlooked and 
Wartime Housing Ltd. had taken 
over the job, she added.

In North Vancouver the type 
of structure being built by the 
company was drawing protest 
from the residents who thought 
the values were, being reduced 
by the new houses. She quoted 
a Vancouver architect to the ef-, 
feet the cost of housing provided 
by the company was exhorbitant,. 
the type of construction notice­
ably cheap, the salvage value 
minute and the creation of poten­
tial slum conditions inevitable.

The occupants were not quite 
satisfied when they learned rent­
als were increased through water 
and other charges, Mrs. Steeves 
said before asking the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs if protection 
could not be provided residents if 
further construction were to be 
undertaken.

The minister had no responsi­
bility for the houses, Hon. A. 
Wells Gray replied.

Mrs. Steeves also asked the 
minister if some improvement 
could not be made in the ferry 
service to North Vancouver. 
Ferries were overcrowded and in­
adequate engine room personnel 
was available when they were 
docking, she said.

There was a danger and means 
of solving the problem were 
under consideration, the minister 
said.

Earlier E. E. Winch, C.C.F., 
Burnaby, had attacked the minis- § 
ter over administration of Burn­
aby municipality. At three pub­
lic meetings he had called there, 
residents had sought return of a 
municipal council instead of a 
commissionershlp, he said.

“They feel you are delinquent 
in your supervision of the muni­
cipality, or your appointee was 
delinquent in not seeing provision 
was made for the election of a 
municipal council,” Mr. Winch 
said.

The minister had previously 
stated the municipality was In 
better shape than it had been 
under a reeve and council.

He said there was no patron­
age in municipal appointments.

“It sounds all right,” said Mr. 
Winch.

“It is all right,” replied Mr. 
Gray.

"I don’t accept it,” Mr. Winch 
added.
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Hot Legislative Debate 
On Peace River Oil Bill

I

Despite opposition of the 14 
C.C.F. members, Tom Uphill, 
Labor, Fernie, and T. D. Pat* 
tullo. Liberal, Prince Rupert, 
the amendment to the Coal and 
Petroleum Act, making it pos­
sible for private interests to de­
velop potential oil in the Peace 
River area, passed second read­
ing in the Legislature Tuesday 
night Coalition Liberals and 
Conservatives voted solidly to­
gether.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch said the government 
already has large interests in 
possible oil and “we should not 
now throw up our^hands.”

“We may feel assured the pri­
vate companies are not going 
in there unless they have some 
certainty there is oil—we are 
strongly opposed to any legisla­
tion that will give into private 
hands any further opportunity 
of exploiting the natural re­
sources of this province”
NO MILLIONS

Education Minister H. G. T.

f Attorney ’- General Maitland 
saw great income for the pro­
vince, great taxation, should 
private companies develop the 
oil. It hadn’t been decided, any­
way, he said, whether the gov­
ernment would go ahead or not 
with drilling for oil.

The former Premier, opposing 
the bill, said it was a retrograde 
step.
BEFORE 1943

“We only know that before 
the next session of this House 
we’ll find the oil companies 
operating there,” he said.

When Mr. Maitland wanted 
to know how he knew this, Mr. 
Pattullo replied: “Sometimes I 
think the ranting and desk 
pounding of my hon. friend is 
to cover up his inadequacy.”

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Co- 
mox, feared private interests 
would exploit the area already 
developed by the government.

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowi- 
chan-Newcastle, said: “This oil 
is going to be handed away, as 
far as I can see. I venture to

liant 8-flour Day 
For Beer Parlors

I B.C. temperance workers today 
I asked Premier John Hart and his 
8 cabinet to:
I 1. Prohibit all advertising of 
I liquor.
1 2. An eight hour day for sale

of liquor in all stores, clubs and 
to

I Perry said “there is a possi- <say there is oil there; otherwise, 
I bility of oil in the Peace River why are my Tory friends going 

-that is all.” He said B.C. to hand it away to the robber
| hadn’t the millions necessary 
[ tc develop It, if it wore found.

“I submit we have not the re- 
| sources to develop that coun- 
I try,” Mr. Perry said. “There ifl
I no purpose putting it on the re- allowed to 
| serve unless we shall have the m0ney in 
1 cash money, in time. I see no; cat.'»
I likelihood of having the neces-1 
Jsary money to spare—with the El 
I môney we need for our various gS®™™™ 
* services we shall have no money |[ i 
| to speculate—but we shall shara |||

I in any profit any companies gg 
make. If private companies 
go in there the money will be 

1 spent largely in B.C. The pro- I 
I vince is bound to benefit. The 
| only thing we would lose is the 
I profits the companies would 
I make. But, always remember, a 
I tremendous percentage of the 
I profits would be taken by the 
I province. We would have 15 per 
I cent of the gross receipts. But 
I the fact remains—we have not 
I yet the money to do it our*
I selves.”
1 UNSEEMLY

C. Grant McNeil, C.CJ*., Van 
I eouver-Burrard, said the act was 
I being rushed through with un- 
I seemly haste in order to help 
I private interests.

“Our past history shows we 
| have left the door open to pri- 

ate interests to loot our natural 
I resources for private profit—
1 here we have an opportunity to 
I do something for the people,”
| Mr. MacNell said.

^Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,
I North Vancouver, feared the 
I bill would “hand ourselves over.

‘ only to the private interests 
Canada, but to, interests 

Canada.”
Oil, she said, is an inter­

monopoly—oil today is 
most desired resource.
“I think we would be taking 

of Canada 
s for r

barons?”
J. A. Paton, Conservative, f 

Vancouver-Point Grey, said he I 
could see no reason why the | 
robber barons” could not be I

I beer parlors, all such places 
be open at the same times.

I 3. Segregate men and women 
in beer parlors.

I 4. Co-operate with the federal 
I government in securing scientific 

jj tests for intoxication following 
■H motor car accidents.

I Rev. R. J. uVlcIntyre, secretary, B 
HI B.C. Temperànce League, led the fl 

delegation, which was introduced ■ 
by Rev. Hugh McLeod, pastor $ 
of Victoria First United Church. 18 

Mr. McIntyre, explaining his re- ® 
quest that men and women be B 
hot allowed to drink together in I 
beer parlors, said he had been 8 

| told by medical authorities that ■ 
j this practice greatly contributed ■ 
| to the spread of venereal disease. ■ 
B Rev. A. E. Cooke, Vancouver, ■ 
I chairman, social service commit- B 
1 tee of the United Church Presby- P 
a tery, told the cabinet drinking is I 
I having a bad effect on people and 1 
I is wasting resources and income I 
fl that should be expended on the §
I war effort.
J Mrs. Jas. Gray, Vancouver, pro- 
J vincial president of the W.C.T.U., 

also represented the Provincial

sink some of their f 
“a Peace River wild f

gy-------- un: * 1 vrinclal I I

g Council of Women and W.M.S. I [ ’’ 
g organizations. I™ "

Rev. Andrew Roddan, Vancou-1

'«Mm

ver, told the cabinet much of
with

Securities Act 
Unchanged

The Legislature’s mining com­
mittee, which examined the Se­
curities Act, recommends to the 
House that the act be given 
further study this year.

Over the signature of chairman 
Frank Putnam, the report says 
the committee, after fully con­
sidering the evidence of 12 wit­
nesses, for and against, has not 
had enough time or opportunity 
to hear as much evidence as it 
should to justify any recommen­
dation, other than repeal of the 
section which says there shall be 
no appeal to the courts from the 
rulings made under the act.

“The committee also feels that 
more publicity should be given to 
the purposes of the act and its 
aims in connection with the min­
ing industry, and that further 
study be given this matter dur­
ing the interval and submitted 
with recommendations at the 

of the Legislature,”

his duties are concerned 
evils produced by drink.

Rev. W. L. McKay, Vancouver, 
and Rev. Jas. Hyde, Victoria, 
were others in the delegation.

“The cabinet gave us a splendid 
m hearing,” Mr. McIntyre said. 
Il "They promised to consider the 
m matter and said they were sym- 
H pathetic to many of our appeals. 
B We are hoping for some definite 
P action before the present session 

ends.”

HpHHUB

Cassidy Reports 
Tabled in House

The Cassidy reports, which the I 
Pattullo government several J 
times refused to let the Opposi-1 
tion see, have been tabled in the 1 
Legislature by Provincial Seer* | 
tary George S. Pearson.

The two reports, dealing with l 
B.C.’s social services, were pre-1 
pared by Dr. Harry M. Cassidy I 
when he was director of social | j welfare.

The C.C.F. Opposition two I 
years ago, by resolution, asked I 
that the reports be given to the I 

[ Legislature. The Pattullo gov-[ 
jj eminent, on division, killed the I 
I resolution, after vigorous opposi- [ 
j tion by former Premier Pattullo I 
| and former Provincial Secretary' I 
| Dr. G. M. Weir, both of whom I 
said the Cassidy reports were 1 
merely the opinion of one person. [

This session Opposition Leader I 
Harold Winch again put a résolu-1 
tion on the order paper asking! 
for the Cassidy reports. |

Before the House got around | 
to discussing the resolution, how- ! 
ever, Mr. Pearson filed the re-1 
ports. Mr. Winch will now with-1 
draw his resolution and study the | 
reports.

Chief points brought out by I 
Dr. Cassidy are : |

1. Unnecessary overlapping and | 
■ duplication of work.

2. Poor co-ordination between 1 
policies and procedures of certain I 
provincial health and welfare I 
branches, which often leads to | 
difficulty.

I 3. Lack of integration of health | 
8 and welfare services in (me de-
Ipartment. or at least two depart* | 

ments, leads inevitably to 
absence of central planning. ^ 

I 4. The municipalities often fail I 
m to provide certain essential sel4-1 
1 vices for which they are legally I 
I responsible.

g 5. There are substantial varia-1 
B tions in social service policies and | 
” procedure from place to place.

6. The province has done but I 
little to set standards of serviced I 
for local authorities and to set up I 
effective supervision of their | 
activities.

War Damage Insurance 
Must Be Specified

An amendment to the Insur­
ance Act, introduced in the Leg­
islature Monday night, relieves 
companies ot war damage unless 
provided for In the policy.

The act is amended by Inserting 
in the statutory conditions the 
following clauses:

In cases other than motor 
vehicle liability policies the in­
surer shall not be liable for loss 
or damage that is caused, directly 
or Indirectly, by bombardment, 
Invasion, civil war, insurrection, 
rebellion, revolution, military or 
usurped power, or by operations 
of armed forces while engaged In 
hostilities (whether war be de­
clared or not), or by civil commo­
tion arising from any of the fore­
going, unless the policy or an en- 
dominent thereon expressly pro­
vides otherwise.

The amendment shall not at. 
tect contracts of Insurance m 
before the date on which the 
« assented to

I Coroners' Amendment 
Defeated By House

Amendment of Sam Guthrie, I 
I C.C.F., Cowichan-Newcastle, to | 
I the Coroners’ Act, which would I 
I place on juries inquiring into the 1 
j deaths of miners and loggers I 
I men who have been employed in I 
I those industries not less than I 
1 three years, was defeated by di-1 
I vision in the Legislature Monday I 
I night. |

C.C.F. members and Tom Up-1 
hill, Labor, Fernie, voted in favor 1 
of the amendment, and Liberal I 
and Conservative coalitionists, f 

I joined by T. D. Pattullo, voted it | 
j down. , _

Mr. Guthrie brings the matter I 
g up every year and it is always d* I 
I feated. He asks that one-third of I 

* jurors be miners and loggpr*
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M.L.A.’s "UCHERSThese, Your
Former Premier T. D. Pattullo 

found himself late Tuesday night 
voting with the C.C.F. and Labor 
parties in the Legislature. It 
was on the matter of Peace 
River oil, which is Mr. Pattullo’s 
pet "baby,” by his own admis-

He believed also that if the bill 
passes, the province will have 
given up the powers by which it 
might have brought about 
"equity of war sacrifice.” He pre­
dicted that fathers and mothers 
of young British Columbians 
may soon be facing the Legisla­
ture with demands as to why the 
surrender had been made.

The by-election in South York, fi 
which brought defeat of the Con-1 
servative Party Leader by a B 
C.C.F. candidate, was an indica H 
tion of changing thought trends Fj 
in Canada, Mr. Cameron said. It | 
showed equity of sacrifice was E 
the Canadian objective.

Ex-Premier
On Tax Affair

Actions of ex-Premler Pattullo 
in regard to the Sirois Report 
came up for criticism as the Do­
minion - provincial income tax 
agreement bill passed its second 
reading in the Legislature Tues­
day night. .

Mr. Pattullo, according to ty.
A. C. Bennett, Conservative, 
South Okanagan, could have 
made a much better bargain for
B. C. at the Sirois Conference if 
he had continued discussions.

Adequate compensation for 
surrender of income tax would 
have been given by the Dominion 
authority if its suggestions had 
been accepted by this province, 
Mr. Bennett maintained. In addi­
tion, B.C. would have been spared 
the cost of unemployment relief. 
PROBLEM

He predicted that while "unem-

vincial chieftain.
mosphere is felt as soon as vlsl- J 
tors step on the docks, from the 
boats. He said his friends in | 
the company towns met him 
after dark for "fear of intimida­
tion from the emnloyer.” In a 
company town, Mr. Gargrave 
said, a man has no time of his 
own-"he’s exploited on the job 
and off the job.”

The bunkhouses in one com­
pany town, Mr. Gargrave related, 
were infested with bedbugs and 
cockroaches. He wondered if 
company towns came under the 
Health Act. In Ocean Falls, he 
said, employees had been forced 
to move into the town from sum­
mer residences they had estab­
lished outside the town limits.

Mr. Maitland pointed out all 
these complaints are covered in 
the "Company Towns Regulation 
Act.”

The C.C.F., with nerves 
slightly frayed at midnight, 
taunted Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
Liberal, Victoria, for not voting 

It was onwith the Opposition, 
the division about allowing any-1 
one, including politicians, into 
company towns.

"Nancy, Nancy, Nancy,” said 
Dolly Steeves, as she stood with 
the Opposition.

“I’ve lost my bet,” cried out 
Ernie Winch, and Mrs. Steeves 
explained the Burnaby member 
bet some money Mrs. Hodges

fcS#Si

Company Towns

The i>|plJature after midnight 
defeatdti a bill introduced by 
Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
that would allow free access to 
anyone to company towns.

This bill is brought, up annually 
by the C.C.F. and is always de­
feated by the government. Tom 
Uphill, Labor, Fernie, joined the 
C.C.F. in the 1942 vote and the 
coalition voted solidly against it, 
joined by T. D. Pattullo.

"I wish to have the rights of 
private property interfered with 
in the interests of the public wel­
fare,” Mr. Cameron said, as he 
told how he had often been bodily 
thrown out of company towns. 
“It is high time,” he said, “that 
the rights of private property 
shall be curbed, when men shall 
now be allowed to talk with the 
person they have elected to this I 
Legislature.”
FASCIST

Opposition Leader Harold; 
Winch said the principle of com-1 
panics controlling roads and side-! 
walks in company towns was j 
Fascist.

towns I have

Mrs. Hodges, still sitting, said 
she had always favored labor, as 
Sam Guthrie called out to her 
"stay with the workers,” and 
Mrs. Hodges replied, "I am one.”

Mr. Maitland accused the 
C.C.F. of always smelling politi­
cal rats. ‘"If you smell one it’s 
easy enough to think you’ve seen 
them,” he said.

The House sat until 1.25 this 
morning, a record for this ses­
sion—a record, in fact, for sev­
eral years. After midnight the 
C.C.F.’s main bill—an amend­
ment to the .Industrial Concilia­
tion and Arbitration Act was 
brought on by the Premier. The 
C.C.F., anxious for adjournment, 
was determined to talk all night, 
if adjournment would not be 
granted. Finally, when every­
one was tired out and many of 
the members had moved to the 
restaurant for a snack, the Pre­
mier called quits for the night

answer for R. C. MacDonald, 
Conservative, Dewdney, who 
felt the failure of the conference 
had resulted in increased costs 
for municipalities.

"If you continue this discus­
sion, you will get yourself into a 
mess,’ he warned. .

"We couldn't be if) a worse 
mess than you got us into,” Mr. 
MacDonald retorted.

Mr. Pattullo said his attitude 
had been dictated by his hope of 
protecting B.C. interests in post­
war years. He had, 
serted, "been villified across
Canada,” and "described as a 
Quisling” for his attitude at the 
Sirois conference.

"Take the power of flexible 
taxation away from any province 
and you leave it powerless,” he 
said.

Because it was a war measure, 
and didn't deprive the province 
of its income tax rights in per- ; 
petuity, Mr. Pattullo said he had I 
agreed to the Dominion-provln- : 
cial agreement bill before the 
House.
CONTROL

dblin Cameron, Ç.C.F., Co­
mox, saw the bill as giving the 
Dominion government complete 
control of B.C.'s major source of. 
income.

"When we agree to it we will 
have surrendered our most im­
portant taxation power,” he pro-

"In company 
been stopped by the police on 
public highways and told I could 
go no farther unless I had the 
permission of the company,” Mr. 
Winch said. "If we were really 
honest in our fight for democ­
racy we would see that we have 
democracy established in this 
province, and control these towns
and companies and see that the 
pest offices and telegraph offices 
are freely opened to the public.”

Mr. Uphill said that in the com- 
’••'ny towns the police, the 

'~cher and the postmaster are 
rolled by the companies.

1 iorney-General R. L. Malt- 
1 defied Mr. Uphill to prove 
•police are so controlled. He 
l e resented such an insult 
' oolfce. That a policeman 

‘ « be under the influence of 
rempany, he said, was a foul]
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Hot Debate in House 
On Political Patronage

The Legislature got itself into 
an uproar Wednesday afternoon 
when charges and denials of poli­
tical patronage flew thick and 
fast for an hour and a half.

The unscheduled debate started 
when Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch moved an amendment to 
the legislative public accounts 
committee’s report. Mr. Winch 
and the C.C.F. wanted the report 
to contain references to certain 
findings of the committee, re­
garding government purchases 
and tenders.

"We obtained, In committee, a 
clear picture of public accounts 

| and purchasing methods,” Mr.
| Winch said. "We have now, for 
! the first time the startling admis­
sion as to policies followed in 
government purchases, yet this 
report contains no mention of 
these matters. We have learned 
it is the practice for defeated gov­
ernment candidates to advise the 
government on purchases—we 
feel this is a vicious principle, be­
cause the defeated candidate has 

i been repudiated by the electors. 
This leaves a loop-hole for patron­
age—it does not give to faith and 
confidence in government.” 
INJUDICIOUS

Colin Cameron, -C.C.F., Comox, 
objected to members of the 
House, "especially when they are 
ministers,” conducting business 
for their companies with the gov­
ernment. He said he was not 
suggesting any wrong-doing, but 
"it is extremely injudicious.'

H. W. Herridge, C.C.F., Ross- 
land-Trail, said that In Kaslo- 
Slocan there has been the great­
est orgy of political patronage 
known in B.C.’s history. He said 
people went to him and said they 
couldn’t do anything else but vote 
Liberal. If people wanted to get 
on relief they had to purchase at 
certain stores. If they didn’t 

H they had to carry their purchases 
m home in the dark of night

Labor Minister George Pearson 
said politics was not allowed to 
enter into unemployment relief.

"So far as I know the political 
affiliations of applicants for re­
lief have never, been taken into 
consideration,” Mr. Pearson said.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince 
Rupert, said he had never ad­
mitted only the elected members 
had the sole right to advise on 
purchases.

"As Premier I would never go 
to the C.C.F., for instance, for ad­
vice—because I know that ad­
vice would be prejudiced.”

The purchasing agent who said 
defeats candidates advised on 
government purchases had been 
a little unfortunate in the way 
he expressed himself, Mr. Pat­
tullo said.

C. Grant MacNeil. C.C.F., Van- 
couver-Burrard, said Mr. Pattullo 
admitted patronage does exist in 
B.C.

Evidence given before the com-! 
mittee by the chief purchasing 
agent, he said, pointed to tin 
fact that he was. under some 

pulsion in his purchases— 
it he was forced to place his 

with supporters of the

NOT SO MUCH
Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, I 

said, “I don’t deny there might | 
be a little patronage in certain | 
constituencies—but not nearly as j 
much as the Opposition would I 
tell you—and less in the last gov-1 
ernment than there would be if I 
the present Opposition were in j 
power today—certainly there is E 
bound to be a little patronage.” I

Dr. K. C. MacDonald, Minister I 
of Agriculture, and Capt. C. S. | 
Leary, Liberal, Kaslo-Slocan, for-1 
mer Minister of Public Works, j 
defended their departments, giv- j 
ing the same evidence as they | 
had before the committee. Capt. [ 
Leary said a "disgruntled Lib-1| 
eral” had something to do with | 
the stories spread about him. Dr. 1 
MacDonald said "I’ve no apology | 
to make—I defy the Opposition y 
to put a finger on any account of jj 
my department that won’t stand I 
the most minute investigation.”

Education Minister H. G. T. P 
Perry, a former Speaker, said U 
the whole discussion was out of | 
order. Mr. Speaker Whittaker j 
said he realized this, but it was Ij 
the only way the committee min-g 
ority could present its views.

Mr. Whittaker then ruled out |j 
of order Mr. Winch's amendment | 
and when the vote was called to I 
sustain the chair all Liberals and I 
Conservatives voted together with I 
the C.C.F. solidly against the I 
Speaker’s decision. Tom Uphill J 
Labor, Fernie, and W. A. C. Ben-1] 
nett, Conservative, paired, and [ 
Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, Vic-1 
toria, and Fit. Lieut. L. H. Eyres, j 
Conservative, Chilliwack, were 1 
absent.

Pattullo and C.C.F. 
Lose Battle for Oil

With the C.C.F. opposition, 
joined by Tom Uphill, Labor, 
Fernie, and T. D. Pattullo, 
Liberal, Prince Rupert, fiercely 
fighting the government every 
inch of the way, the amendment 
to the Coal and Petroleum Act, 
allowing private companies to 
drill for oil in the Peace River 
area, became law in the Legisla­
ture late Wednesday night.

It was one of the most hectic, 
rough-and-tumble sittings of the 
session, with question after ques­
tion and two divisions, appeals 
from the rulings of the chairman 
and intervention of Mr. Speaker.
THREE AMENDMENTS

| Mr. Pattullo moved three 
I amendments to the act, each one 
of which was defeated. Opposi­
tion Leader Harold Winch moved 
one, hoisting third reading of the 
bill six months. This, likewise, 
was defeated.

On the divisions the coalition­
ists voted solidly against the op­
position, Mr. Uphill and Mr. Pat­
tullo. R. H. Carson, Liberal, 

I Kamloops, and Public Works 
Minister R. W. Bruhn- were out 
of the House.

Mr. Pattullo pointed out the 
bill, fixing royalties not in excess 
of 15 per cent on oil taken out by 
private companies was not good 
enough. There was nothing to 
stop the government setting

royalties at 2 per cent, for in-1 
stance. One of his amendments I 
would fix the royalties at 12% per I 
cent.

This was ruled out of order on! 
the grounds it interfered with| 
government revenues.
GAS ARGUMENT

Mr. Pattullo, battling for nearly I 
two hours, tangled with most of | 
the coalition cabinet ministers | 
and frequently tussled with Pre­
mier John Hart. He and Flt-Lt. 
L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chilli-1 
wack, tangled on gasoline prices 
when Mr. Pattullo said he was 
convinced that eventually price 
restrictions on gasoline would be j 
lifted. Mr. Eyres said it was the j 
dealers, not the oil companies 
that lost out. Mr, Pattullo in- j 
sisted his gasoline legislation had 
saved the people of B.C. $2,000,000 
a year.

"Several oil companies have in­
timated to the government, un-1 
officially, of course, that they 
wish to get into that area,” Mr. 
Pattullo said.

He insisted the government 
could find the money to continue 
development for the good of the 
people. The amendment "hand­
ing this over to the companies,” 
he termed “iniquitous.”

He repeated he is convinced! 
oil will, sooner or later, be struck ! 
—"and probably sooner,” he said, j

These, Your M.L.A.’s
Ex-premier T. D. Pattullo and 

his former chief lieutenant, now 
Premier-finance Minister John 
Hart, crossed swords in the Legis­
lature Wednesday.

Mr. Pattullo said he was get­
ting a little tired of 
than thou stuff.” He was refer­
ring to the C.C.F. Then he took 
in Attorney-General Maitland and 
said the same applied to him.

He said the government of 
w hich the A.-G. is a part is trying 
to appear holy when at the same 
time it is preparing to hand Peace 
River oil away to private com­
panies. *

"You’ve no authority to say 
that,” shot back Premier Hart.

"Will my hon. friend deny It?1 
replied Mr. Pattullo.

"I may tell the hon. member 
for Prince Rupert, as the respon­
sible minister In this case, that 
we have no intention of handing 
anything over to anybody for
nothing,” said Jlon. Herbert Ans- 
comb, Minister of Mines.

"Was anyone ever alone among 
so many?” asked Mr. Pattullo 
as he voted with a solid coalition 
block.

ye you gone back to them?” 
Guthrie.

Labor Minister Geo. Pearson 
sat through a two-hour barrage 
of criticism and attack on a labor 
act Wednesday afternoon arid 
hardly said a word. He felt he 
had explained himself time and 
time again, and- seemed to 
say to the opposition, by his 

this holier j snence, “talk away, talk all 
night—you can’t make me mad.”

Mr. Uhhill says he is broad­
minded. After voting with the 
C.C.F. most of the day against 
the coalition, he suddenly turned 
around and on two occasions 
voted with the coalition against 
the C.C.F.

Peace River oil seemed the 
order of the day. It crept into 
the discussions in the most un­
expected places, promoted largely 
by Mr. Pattullo.

Turning to Mr. Maitland, who g 
had done some quiet, polite hëT 
ling, Mr. Pattullo said something I 
about "this supposedly legalistic I 
hair-splitting,” and that the A.-G. I 
is "running with the hare and I 
hunting with the hounds.” Gen-|
erally castigating the govern-1 
ment, he said it is becoming more j 
and more reactionary. The Op-1 
position loved this and applauded. I 
Mr. Maitland found voice long | 
enough to say he wasn’t getting 1 
into an oil discussion with any-1 
one.

All in all it was quite a day. I 
Premier Hart was determined g 
to sit far into the night, discuss­
ing resolutions. But Harold I 
Winch protested, said everyone I 
was tired, but would sit until 4 | 
in the morning if necessary. ; 
Whereupon Mr. Hart called it a I 
day, announced a sitting for the I 
morning and intimated proroga-1 
tion for Thursday afternoon.

Mines Minister Herbert Ans- 
comb, under whose ministerial 
preserve Peace River oil now 
comes, several times intimated 
Mr. Pattullo didn’t know what he 
was talking about, to which the 
ex-premier replied, waving his 
hands "there has been more \ 
and less substance from this hon 
gentleman than from any oth< 
member in the House.”
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UK Bill 
Killed in House

Amendment of Mrs. Dorothy 
Sleeves, C.C.F., North Vancou­
ver, to the University of British 
Columbia Act, which, as she put 
it, “would democratize the uni­
versity” was defeated in the Leg­
islature Wednesday evening, 
after Hon. H. G. T. Perry, Minis­
ter of Education, had opposed it

Mrs. Sleeves’ amendment 
would have composed the board 
of 11 governors of the chancellor, 
the president, three members 
elected by the senate; one from 
the B.C. Teachers’ Federation; 
one from the Farmers’ Institutes 
of B.C.; one from organized 
labor,; one from the B.C. Parent- 
Teachers’ Federation of B.C., and 
two appointed by the Lieutenant-

»

present 
by the 8

Govemor-in-CounciL At 
six members are named by the 
council.
GOVERNMENT FRIENDS

“There has been sonie inclina­
tion in the past to appoint 
friends of the government—often 
businessmen who have no par­
ticular interest in educational 
affairs,” Mrs. Sleeves said.

There had been a rather ridicu­
lous situation in this regard, she L_ 

that a Liberal P

BE
Vancouver Centre, supporting 
Mrs. Sleeves felt workers and | 
farmers should be represented on | 
the board. She said she could f 
see no reason why the university 
should not be accountable to thel 
legislature.

“If this amendment, were ® 
passed the people of British Co- ft 
lumbia would feel they had a 
real part in their university," she % 
said.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
said he agreed largely with the 
amendment, in which, he said, 
he couldn’t see very much class 
legislation.

He said he would like to see a 
clergyman on the board, for he 
knew there are “certain radical 
elements at the university,” he 
felt a clergyman could help to 
combat.

"Personally I am strongly op­
posed to six appointments to the 
board from the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor-in-Council,” Dr. Gillis said.

House Kills 
IC.CF.Bill

said, noting that a Liberal ■ By straight party vote, the 
woman member of the board had ■ Legislature Wednesday defeated 

w Tnimip Hf a C.C.F. amendment to the In­
dustrial Conciliation and Arbitra-

LABORERS HAPPY
Labor conditions in this prov­

ince are good,” continued Dr. 
Gillis. "The laboring people are j 

Pj very happy. Everything is fair 
Jgjj and above board. There may be I 

little delav caused in some 
cases—the labor delegation did 
not ask for immediate action.”

Louis LeBourdais, Liberal,! 
Cariboo, said that in labor com-1 
mittee he had voted for the I 
change. 8

“But I gathered from the labor j 
delegation that they didn’t expect | 
these changes at this time,” he S| 
said. “We voted to have the f 
Minister of Labor consider the 
changes. There has been undue 
haste in this matter—we didn’t 
expect a bill to this effect to be 
brought in a few days later.”

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan- 
Newcastle, said doctors and law­
yers are thoroughly organized i 

| and he thought labor should be 
I also. There is no reason for not 
reopening the act, he said, unless 
the coalition government repre­
sents the capitalistic class and 
is protecting capitalistic inter­
ests.

The vote on division was 27 to 
14. Tom Uphill, Labor, Fernie, 
and Frank Putnam, Liberal, Nel­
son-Crest on, paired. W. A. C. 
Bennett, Conservative, Grand 
Forks-Greenwood ; R. C. Mac­
Donald, Conservative, Dewdney, 
and Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Liberal, 
Victoria, were not in their seats.

been let out when the Tolmie ■ 
government was elected “and she ||| 
lasted only as long as the Tolmie gjg 
government and then the Liberal 
lady was put back.” —,

Mrs. Sleeves drew the attetition 8i 
of the House to a recent state­
ment of the Chancellor who said, 
she quoted, “a bunch of politicans 
doesn’t know anything about 
eduation.”

“This denotes a contempt for 
democracy,” Mrs. Sleeves said. 
“We—àe politicians, In the high­
est sense of the word—should 
deeply r,resent this remark.”

done splendid work, “but its 
work can be extended to do far 
more for the general public of 
the province.”

Many students, she said, go to 
the University of Washington, 
“which is more suitable for stu­
dents who haven’t much money 
to spend.”
LITTLE CONTROL

Mr. Perry felt the government 
would not have enough control 
of university expenditures If only 
two members of the board were 
appointed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-CounciL

The amendment defined 
what classes the board members 
should belong, he said. He 
pointed out there are now repre- 
senatives of labor and farmers 
on the board.

If Mrs. Sleeves* appointees 
were accepted, he said, he saw 
no reason why representatives of 
miners, loggers, fishermen, the 
Canadian Legion—“and I could 
go on ad Jnfinitum, if we are 
going to have class legislation of 
this kind.”—should not also de­
mand inclusion.

He assured the House, how­
ever, he would look into the 
matter during the coming year.

tion Act that would have set a 
time limit for employers to start 
bargaining negotiations with 
their employees.

A two-hour debate preceded the 
vote, one of the most hotly con­
tested of the session. Colin Cam­
eron, C.C.F., Comox, introduced 
the amendment.

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, said the present act rec­
ognized collective bargaining by 
words, “but that doesn’t mean it 
is recognized by law.”

He said “a millionaire race- ft
She said she had evepr admira- B horse owner tells mechanics how 

tion for the university^ it has 8| drive rivets and how many

R

they shall drive.” The proposed 
■ C.C.F. legislation, he said, would 
heighten the morale of the work­
ers.
OUTSIDE LAW

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 
said workers would prefer to 
organize themselves within the 
law, “but if they have to, they’ll 
organize themselves without the 
law—and I’ll be a party to it.”

Mr. Winch asked what interests 
the Minister of Labor represents.

“I feel he represents today less H 
than ever before, the interests of R 
labor in this province,” Mr. 
Winch said. “He hasn’t consulted 
labor in this matter—he may 
have consulted other interests, 
who are well able to speak for 
themselves.”

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
resented what'he called a per­
sonal attack on the Minister of 
Labor.

“If any man has done more 
good for labor in this province 
than the present minister, I want 
to know who he is,” Dr. Gillis 
said. “He has done a great deal 
of good for labor and he should 
be given full credit.”

“He can defend himself,” said 
Mr. Winch.

Bill Killing 
Ends Session

B.C.’s 20th Legislature ended 
its duties today, with a morning 
sitting to debate a host of C.C.F. 
resolutions.

This morning the House de­
feated a resolution of Arthur 
Turner, C.C.F., Vancouver East, 
asking the B.C. Legislature re­
quest the Ottawa government to 
put labor representatives on all 
war boards. Labor Minister 
George Pearson said, that while 
he was not arguing against labor 
representation, he felt the Domin­
ion government knew better 
what to do under the circum­
stances than the B.C. Legislature. 
When a division was called Mrs. 
Nancy Hodges, Liberal, Victoria, 
and Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
voted with the CC.F.

The House also killed a resolu­
tion of W. W. Lefeaux, C.C.F., 
Vancouver Centre, asking the 
Attorney-General to consider ap­
pointment of permanent Crown 
prosecutors. T. D. Pattullo, Lib­
eral, Prince Rupert, and Dr. 
Gillis voted with the Opposition. 
On a verbal vote the Speaker 
said the resolution carried, but 
Premier Hart called for a divi­
sion, which killed it.

Resolutions of Mrs. Laura 
Jamieson, C.C.F., Vancouver 
Centre (asking medical aid for 
recipients of old-age and mothers’ 
pensions were also defeated on 
divisions.

Mr. Pattullo’s resolution ask­
ing that “at no time shall the 
province surrender in perpetuity 
the right to participate in income 
tax with the Dominion govern­
ment” was killed after the 
Speaker ruled it out of order on 
the ground it dictated govern­
ment policy. When Mr. Pattullo 
called a division, Tom Uphill, 
Labor, Femie; W. A. C. Bennett, 
Conservative, Grand Forks- 
Greenwood, and the C.C.F. voted 
with the former Premier.

.. ........... ■ 1 -

I Strongest Defence
The B.C. Legislature this af- 

1 temoon unanimously passed a 
jj resolution calling the attention of 
I the Dominion government to the 
j “immediate necessity of complet- 
;< ing the strongest and fullest 
j measures of defence against our 
l enemies.”

The resolution was moved by 
Premier John Hart and seconded J by Opposition Leader Harold 

j Winch, y*

jiâ
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jhr Legislature
Thursday saw the quietest pro­
bation of the B.C. Legislature 

in years. All the formalities were 
strictly observed, but there was 
no hilarity, no song singing, no 
throwing of sessional papers, in 
time-honored fashion. As soon as 
the Lieutenant-Governor left the 
chamber the members sang God 
Save the King, and quietly dis­
persed.

Premier John Hart, for the first 
time, met His Honor in the foyer 
and accompanied him to the 
throne. Several of the cabinet 
ministers wore frock coats and 
medals.

The two Coalition ladies, Mrs. 
Tilly Rolston and Mrs. Nancy 
Hodges wore corsages, gifts from 
the Coalition caucus.

The House opened Dec. 4, to be 
adjourned immediately until Jan. 
8, when a new premier and new 
cabinet had been Installed. It sat 
five weeks to the day, passed 52 
acts, debated a variety of sub­
jects.

Prorogation Speech 
Voices Confidence

His Honor was accompanied to 
I the Parliament Buildings by 
I Lieut. - Col. Vincent McKenna, 
9 Lieut. Neil Fraser and A. M. D 
§ Fairbairn, private secretary. i

] Archives' Valuables 
lay Be Hidden
Valuable papers and historical I 

| documents In the Provincial * 
| Archives will be stored away for |j 
I the war’s duration, if advice of j! 
$ the Legislature’s public accounts j 
1 committee is taken by the govern- 
| ment.

The committee recommended 1 
| that photostat copies of the g 
| papers and documents be taken [ 
| and left in the usual places in the J 
I Archives.

The papers and documents— | 
| rare old letters, légal bills, royal 1 
j commissions, government orders 1 
I—trace the history of British Co- § 
llumbia from its earliest days.

IHP

- .
' - •mmM
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His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor’s Speech from the Throne, 
proroguing the Legislature on 
Thursday afternoon follows:

Mr. Speaker and Members of 
the Legislative Assembly:

At the close of the First Ses­
sion of the 20th Parliament of 
British Columbia, it is my desire, 
in relieving you from your legis­
lative duties, to express my sin­
cere appreciation of the care and 
earnestness that have character­
ized your deliberations.

It was with deep regret that I 
learned of the recent death of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Con­
naught, our former Governor- 
General. I am pleased to note 
that your Assembly have passed 
an appropriate resolutidn of sym­
pathy with His Majesty the King 
and * members of the Royal 
Family.

I observe with satisfaction that 
this Legislature have ratified an 
agreement whereby are surrend­
ered certain provincial revenues 
to the Dominion government for 
the furtherance of the nation’s 
war effort.

S AGED HELP
I also have noted with gratifi- 

1 cation and pleasure that provision 
has been made for increasing the 

j allowances to Old-age Pensioners, 
| whose domestic and pecuniary 
j position has been disturbed by 
j the exigencies of the war. This 
| provision, I am sure, will do much 
I to ameliorate the situation in 
I which many of these aged people 
j have been placed.

The Act providing for the es- 
I tablishment of a Post-war Reha- 
I bilitation Council, working in 
] close co-operation with the fed­
eral authorities, is a wise mea- 
I sure, providing, as it does, a 
I means of anticipating and en­
deavoring to find satisfactory 

| solutions of the serious problems 
that may arise when hostilities 

I cease.
Acts have been passed to fur- 

I ther safeguard the interests of 
our gallant men in the fighting

services, and I have noted the I 
sincerity of the members in 1 
pledging themselves to any un-1 
dertaking within the scope of I 
their power to prosecute the war | 
until victory is ours.

The further strengthening of | 
British Columbia’s financial posi- ! 
tion by debt retirement, with con-1 
sequent savings in interest and | 
sinking fund charges, I am sure, 
will commend itself to all citizens. I

The assurances that have been | 
given to co-operate to the full in I 
the nation’s war program, and I 
the measures that already have I 
been taken to implement these I 
pledges, are evidence of the gov- j 
ernment’s compliance with the | 
people’s will.
CONFIDENCE

Since you last assembled, many 1 
of our valiant men have been in I 
action in the bitter struggle in I 
which this Dominion, as a mem-1 
ber of the great Commonwealth I 
of Nations, has become involved. I 
We face the outcome of that 
struggle with fortitude -and un­
bounded confidence, and with a 
supreme faith in the rightness of I 
our cause.

I thank you for the adequate 1 
provision you have made for the I 
public services, and I sincerely 1 
trust that the efforts you have I 
put forth during the Session now 1 
closed will result in the continued I 
development and prosperity of all I 
parts of British Columbia.

In relieving you from your I 
legislative duties, I join with you | 
in invoking the aid of Divine L 
Providence for the preservation11 
of those Christian and democratic I 
institutions for which the British f 
Empire and her Allies now are I 
fighting, and trust that, when this 1 
Legislature again convenes, 1 
events will have occurred which I 
will bring us to a closer realiza-1 
tion of that lasting peace so J 
longed for by all free-thinking I 
people. 1
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Ostrich-like Ottawa
DRITISH COLUMBIA’S LEGISLATURE

has sent a resolution to Ottawa to call 
the attention of the Dominion government 
to the “Immediate necessity of completing 
the strongest and fullest measures of defence 
against our enemies.” The amazing point 
about this timely action by the governing 
body of this province is that it should be 
necessary at all—that In spite of all that has 
happened in so many parts of the world, 
and especially since Pearl Harbor, our legis­
lators are figuratively on their hands and 
knees imploring the federal authorities to 
take their heads out of the sand.

Premier Hart’s resolution, Incidentally, 
takes on particular significance in thelight 
of news from the southern Pacific, and the 
probable events that Singapore’s fall may 
foreshadow. One well-known American com­
mentator continues to remind Washington 
of the vulnerability of Alaska; he takes it 
for granted, of course, that this northern 
United States territory is being prepared for 
defence, not only for its own safety, but 
also as a deterrent to Japanese ambitions in 
the north Pacific generally. He argues:

"Has not the whole course of the war 
thus far proved that we must do much 
better than that? This long series of des­
perate rearguard actions beginning in 
Poland in the autumn of 1939—is there to be 
no end of them? Are we of the free nations 
perpetually to wait for attack and fight 
those long, heart breaking rearguard ac­
tions? Are we still thinking In terms of the 
defence of Alaska as we thought of the 
defence of the Philippines and the defence 
of Hawaii? Or are we thinking in terms 
of Alaska as a jumping-off place for an 
attack on the heart of Japan? Alaska can 
be made a threat to Japan. Dutch Harbor 
is actually closer to S8n Francisco than is 
Hawaii, and it is closer to Japan, too. The 
land-based airplane strength that will keep 
a Japanese naval force away from Alaska; 
the bomber strength that will at length 
make Japan feel at home what she has 
visited on a half dozen peoples—these may 
be based on Alaska. Industrial Japan is 
not now within bombing range of the 
Alaskan bases. But new planes, new bases, 
new developments may well put It in range 
a little later.”

We in British Columbia have the right 
to assume and believe that the joint defence 
board set up under the original Ogdensburg 
agreement—negotiated by Mr. Mackenzie 
King and Mr. Roosevelt in the summer of 
1949—has taken into account the whole of 
the coastline between the 49th parallel and 
Point Barrow. If Canada's part of that job 
had not been effectively carried out before 
Dec. 7, if there is still as much to do as the 
Legislature's resolution implies, not a 
minute is to be lost. Remember everything 
—not only Pearl Harbor and Singapore!.

Anticipating the Future
“TRANSCENDING IN IMPORTANCE 
1 * most of the legislation which has just 
passed to the statute books of British Co­
lumbia was an Act to make provision for 
the advance planning of rehabilitation meas­
ures, industrial reorganization, and employ­
ment projects designed to meet post-war 
conditions. This is a matter to which Mr. 
Hart has given considerable and exhaustive 
study, not only because he was Minister of 
Finance when the full impact of the first 
Great War’s aftermath made itself felt in 
this province, but also because as head of 
the provincial coalition government at this 
stage of the Battle of the Continents he is 
anxious, so far as may be possible, to profit 
by the lesson of national unpreparedness in 
1918-1919—which obliged British Columbia 
to embark upon numerous enterprises to 
meet an economic and industrial condition 
occasioned mainly by large-scale demobiliza­
tion. Not that all of those projects launched 
during the regime of the late John Oliver 
were financially risky or unsound In their 
economic conception. Far from it; but it re­
quires little or no imagination to recognize 
the fact that if time and thought could have 
been devoted to them well in advance, more 
lasting benefits to all concerned would cer­
tainly have been obtained.

While space does not permit of a detailed, 
analysis of the measure sponsored by Pre­
mier Hart and approved by the Legislature, 
the Act’s preamble is elastic enough to 
convey to the average mind its comprehen­
sive nature and, at the same time, to con­
stitute a clarion call to the public generally 
to devote careful consideration to a study of 
its prime objective—intelligent anticipation ! 
of post-war conditions. To give effect to the 
plan, a board of 12 persons is to be con-1 
stituted with wide powers to deal, for ex­
ample, with the cases of men released from 
the armed forces; to formulate plans for 
training so as to fit for civilian occupations 
such of these former service men as may re­
quire, and would be benefitted by, such train­
ing; to take action in respect of natural re­
sources, with thé object of dovetailing their 
development into a general rehabilitation 
scheme; and, generally, to establish ma­
chinery that will work effectively as soon 
as It Is required, particularly in co-opera­
tion with all agencies with the one objective 
of cushioning British Columbia during the 
period of transition from war to peace. The 
Act tn all its implications is forward-looking 
In the broadest sense of the term and should 
be studied by every citizen.

it

Coalition a Success
COMPLETELY REFUTING THE POST-1 

election forebodings of those partizans I 
who showed an understandable disinclina-1 
tion to surrender some of the prerogatives | 
of established political custom, Mr. Hart and g 
his coalition ministry are entitled to the g 
warm congratulations of the people of Brit- fi 
ish Columbia on the harmonious and emi-fe 
nently satisfactory manner in which they 
business of the first session of the 20th 
Legislature of the province has been con-1 
ducted. The deliberations of the new House jj 
were noteworthy for the high plane of de-1 
bate, for commendable restraint in these ex-1 
plosive times, and for the manifestation of | 
an evident desire on the part of Liberals and 
Conservatives alike to outlaw all attempts 
at political manoeuvre, and to pool all their 
resources in a common interest—their coun­
try in its hour of peril.

Of this coalition government Mr. Hart 
has proved himself a wise and able head. 
In addition to the heavy role of leadership 
in the experiment to which he committed 
himself,isnd his former and new colleagues, § 
the first minister felt obliged to retain the | 
treasury portfolio, not only because of his § 
thorough familiarity with its intricacies and 1 
exactions, but also because of his desire to 1 
institute practical economy at the top. 1 
Whether he will be able to continue in the I 
dual role of Premier and guardian of the 1 
public till, however, is a matter which he | 
must decide for himself. The human ma- j! 
chine has its limitations.

No reference to the unique session which 
ended yesterday would be doing the 20th 
Legislature justice if it omitted congratula­
tions, too, to the members of the official 
opposition. They performed their task con­
scientiously and well; they demonstrated to 
the members of the coalition party numer­
ous points in organization and strategy 
which no seasoned parliamentarian would 
fail to respect. There is naturally a distinct 
line of demarcation between the fundamen­
tal philosophies to which the C.C.F. and the 
Liberal-Conservative merger subscribe; but 
when it comes to the all-important human­
ities, the principles which the realities of 
the hour compel us all to recognize, the 48 
members of the House find a good deal in 
common. Thus, although Mr. Winch de­
clined to accept, first, the invitation of Mr. 
Maitland—on the morrow of the election— 
and, second, that of Premier Hart, to join I 
in a triple nonpartlzan alliance for the dura­
tion of the war, the public can rest assured 
that all Its elected representatives are also J 
agreed on the requirements of the prime 
consideration—that of an all-out fight against 
the enemy of mankind. _______  j

1
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B.C. Needs More B.C. Control

■

: This province continues to suffer because 
Of excess mileage between us and the central 
seat of government in Canada. We are 
3000 miles from Ottawa—and every mile 
appears to count against us.

Four-fifths of the population and wealth 
of this Dominion are contained in the area 
within 1000 miles of the federal capital. 

I What happens in the farthest fringe, particu- 
!| lariy occupied by British Columbia, is, in 

the nature of things, a matter of after- 
| thought for the government. We allege no 
1 intentional neglect; the trouble is that our 
I importance, in the eyes of the average Ot- 

9g tawa authority, merits only casual attention. 
There exists a choice of two remedies. 

I Eithei would be a tremendous help to us 
I and we believe to the federal government. 
' One remedy would be the appointment of a 

g resident federal minister in Vancouver or 
Victoria. The alternative consists in giving 

i new and extensive authority to departments 
of the provincial government over our na­
tural resources.

Today Ottawa is exercised with national 
problems relating to the war—and properly 
so. Negotiations of tremendous import be­
tween London, Washington and Ottawa, the 
vast consideration that must be given to the 
sources and effect of our united war effort, 
estimates of rehabilitation problems—these 
must claim Ottawa’s first attention. We 
had some experience in these subjects re­

ly when it turned out that most de­
termined and carefully-planned views on dis­
posal of Pacific Coast Japanese had to be 
presented to the government to secure ade­
quate decision on matters relating to the 
defense of this Çoast.

Then there is a secondary group of na­
tional questions, especially having to do with 
natural resources, fisheries, lumber and the 
like, where we get distinctly poor service 
from Ottawa. Cabinet ministers are busy 
with the war, with the result that adminis­
tration of departmental matters is left to a 
bureaucratic staff, which slowly and ponder­
ously triés to do business at long-distance on 
a prewar basis. The inability to face directly 

ito changed conditions which require essen- 
declsions almost on the spot leads to 

_lc results. The old system of red tape 
là applied while officials operate on the 
schedule of the eighteen-nineties, assert their 
authority and set up as realities mere 
mirages of difficulties that do not exist at 

In this way there is vastly too much 
ition in Ottawa and the loss of time 
securing a new viewpoint is ap-

the matter of fixing prices under 
I timber control. This has been under 

attack recently in Vancouver. There

exists no resentment at a necessary setup I 
of prices, but the thing has got to be made 
to work. If the present schedules persist, 
scores of smaller sawmills will be forced to 
close within a few months because logs will [ 
not be produced in sufficient quantities. 
The trend under present timber control is I 
to make it difficult—or even impossible—for 
sawmills to operate without first buying [ 
stands of timber for themselves and Instal­
ling their own logging outfits. The former 8L 
time-honored and perfectly logical system of Wl 
buying and selling of logs in the open market M 
as an incidental commodity in the industry j 
promises soon to be a thing of the past. The i 
regulations will have to be modified to suit j| 
the local situation. What the timber con- j 
troller has decided is good for the Gatineau ! 
or the St. John River, will simply not work | 
out here.

In fisheries, a subject of tremendous im-1 
portance, there exists a great crisis that 
calls loudly for careful immediate study, 
followed by firm and decisive action. In­
stead of which, what are we getting? Well, I 
in Ottawa you have a fisheries department 
steeped in a lot of out-dated traditions, built 
up to protect successive dynasties of officials 
—and here again it is a national setup, per-j 
meated by political expedient and ruled by ; 
red tape that rules the situation.

Here is the crisis; With Japan in the I 
war, and Alaska threatened, United States I 
authorities have decided they must abandon i 
any thought of fishing for salmon in Bristol 
Bay and other places beyond the Panhandle 
coastline. A fifth of the annual pack of j 
Pacific pink salmon has thus disappeared j 
overnight. Naval necessity may also reduce ! 
halibut fishing areas in the North Pacific. 
This year there exists an unprecedented de­
mand for fish to feed Britain and her Allies j 
—and a double load may be put on the 
available coastline of British Columbia to 
produce this food. The season is all but | 
ready to open, but has any official been sent 
from Ottawa to study the business on thei 
ground here, make new surveys of fishing 
areas, to get views of fishermen and packers 
concerning possibilities of expanding output 
during the next few years? Nobody has] 
come, because the bureaucratic mind at Ot-1 
tawa is still geared to what sufficed in 1920 ] 
or 1933.

The plain truth is that a committee of j 
British Columbia officials^ fishermen and j 
packers would agree on a competent course ] 
of action within a week to bring to market 
every available pound of fish needed for the 
war, but arfeasy and natural solution like ! 
that won’t get far in Ottawa. The same | 
principle applies regarding some other sub­
jects we could mention.

louse May Wind Up 
Business in Week

J VICTORIA, Feb. 2.—Proroga- 
I tion of the first session, of the j 
1 twentieth legislature in from a j 

week to 10 days’ time seems , 
probable today.

With main debates over, and i 
1 one-quarter of provincial expend- 
I itures for the coming year gl- ‘ 
I ready approved, the new Domtn-, 
I ion-Provlncial agreement ré-1 
1 mains as the chief business be-1 

fore the legislators.

[Maitland Says 
New Haven 
May Be Closed

VICTORIA, Feb. 2. — New |
| Haven, the Borstal-type boys’ 

home in Burnaby, may be closed I 
as a wartime economy, Attorney-1 
General R. L. Maitland, K.C.,

I told The Vancouver Sun today. | 
“It has been suggested tliat 

the corrective school which has 
a permanent staff of eight 
under Superintendent Angus 
MacLeod, and 11 Inmates, 
might be replaced for duration 
of the war by a hospital for 
war emergency.

“The matter is under con-1 
I sidération,” Mr. Maitland said, §
I “but I can’t make a detailed I 
statement until the proposal has |

| been fully studied.”
Since the school was 

founded, 213 first offenders at 
Oakalla Prison Farm, ranging 
in age from 17 to 23, have 
passed through the school, 
more than 80 percent of whom 
have been rehabilitated toto 
useful citizens.
The school had had an average I 

I population of 30 until recently. I
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larketing 'Cesspool'
[Here, Says MacDonald|

Farmers’ Choice 
Of Boards Rapped

I By Vancouver Sun Staff Beporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—British Columbia should not give 
up marketing control, which has worked to the benefit of 

I vegetable growers, Hon. K. C. MacDonald, Minister of Agri- 
I culture, insisted before the Legislature, Monday.

In a 70-minute duel with his
| critics, the minister admitted the I Lower Mainland is “the cesspool 
I of marketing control,” and added 
I that Fraser Valley producers had 
I been unwise in choosing some of 
I their representatives on the B.C. 
[Coast Vegetable Marketing 
I Board. Nevertheless, he urged 
I that the Natural Products Mar- 
1 keting Act be given a further 

trial.
LACK OF LOYALTY

•"There isn't a real farmer pro- 
I ducing potatoes in B.C. who won’t 
I admit returns made to him arc 
I better than he received before 
I control,” Dr. MacDonald de- 
| dared.

Questioned by R. C. Mac- 
| Donald (Cons., Dewdney), as I to cost to date of the market- 

Ing inquiry, Its probable dupa- 
i| tlon, and whether sufficient 
j evidence had been taken to 
| justify a conclusion, Dr. Mac- 
I Donald parried by replying 
s that the cost is being borne by 
fj the provincial government, not 
| hig department—that the probe 
I is continuing longer than he 
9 had anticipated, but “that no 
I commission ever rose within 
! the expected time”—and that 
| the commissioner couldn’t turn 
1 in a complete report until evi- 
! dence had been hedrd on Into- 
I rior marketing conditions, 
j While he championed control, 
I the minister was not blind to 
I flaws in the existing structure. 
I He gave the reason for control 
I as “the lack of loyalty of pro­
ducers themselves, who were un­

willing to stay within the con- 
I fines of their organizations.”
| GROWERS INDISCREET

Chief headache in administer- 
I ing the act on the Lower Main- 
I land is potato bootlegging by 
I “Orientals and persons of other 

races, with the attributes of 
1 Orientals in their marketing 

views.”
Wheels would spin more 

smoothly, too, If more care were 
I exercised in naming board mem­

bers.
“I have often thought,” Dr. 

MacDonald said, “that the peo­
ple of the Fraser Valley have 
not been as discreet, as they 
might, be in picking their rep­
resentatives on the boards” 
Difficulties of administering 

the act are such that he was 
tempted to seek its abolition, but 
he was prevented, he asserted, 
by the fact that such action 
would force-/growers back to 

I prices of $4 or $5 per ton, and 
| would restore Orientals to con­

trol of the market.

FIGHT TO I.AST DITCH 
“I'm confident that something 

can be done,” he said, “but you 
have on the Lower Mainland 
cesspool of marketing control 
that is extremely hard to deal 
with.”

Allegations that the board 
agency “had failed to the extent 
of $1600” did not convince him 
that it “had failed Ih furthering 
the interests of the producers.”

“There has been,” he ad­
mitted, “a weakness in handl­
ing the product controlled by 
the board,” but that “pales into 
Insignificance when compared 
with the services rendered.” 
Even the partial success 

achieved so far is one of the 
most worthwhile efforts of the 
department of agriculture—“and 
as long as I am minister, I am 
going to fight this kind of thing 
to the last ditch.”

By “this kind of thing,” Dr.

MacDonald referred to actions of 
newspapers and individuals in 
allegedly highlighting unfavor­
able publicity given the board, 
and seeking to overthrow it on 
the strength of asserted weak­
nesses in the agency.
•MINORITY RULE’

He was challenged by Dr. 
Joseph Gillis (Lib.-Yale) who 
said the act is not functioning as 
it should while a spread of $18 
exists between price paid to pro­
ducer and charged to consumer.

“How in the name of common 
sense can anyone get up and de­
fend a situation like that?” Dr. 
Gillis dèmanded. “The trpuble is, 
a minority is ruling.”

The minority, he explained,
Is composed of some 400 farm­
ers who want control, against 
1800 in Fraser Valley who 
don’t. He urged that when the 
Investigating commission 
brings In its report, Dr. Mac­
Donald take steps to correct a 
situation, “which Isn't work­
ing right as long as you have 
this spread.”
In reply. Dr. MacDonald hark­

ed back to 1904 when he stated 
potatoes were bought $6 a ton 
from the producer and sold to 
the consumer for as high as $33 
a ton.

Survey Being Made 
On War Insurance

By Vaneeever Sun Staff Beporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Attorney-General R. L. Maitland I 

revealed to the Legislature Monday evening that a survey 
of opinion is being made in all provinces, with a view to |

------ ----^nkiirVimonf nf u/ar1 insurance* for TXpossible establishment of war1 insurance for person and 
property.

In answer to a question by 
Herbert Gargrave (C. C. F.,
MacKenrie), as to whether any 
such insurance was contem­
plated, Mr. Maitland said that 
a federal representative visited 
British Columbia a few days 
ago to carry out the survey. 
“Opinion has been taken in all 

provinces, and I think you will 
hear something soon,” he stated. 
ALL SERVICES 

Few Opposition members fail­
ed to test the rivets of the Attor­
ney-General’s recent civilian pro­
tection announcement during the 
evening sitting. From him they 
received the following informa­
tion:
L The provincial ARP commit­

tee being established must

V represent all community ser­
vices to be really first-class.

Î Services and number of per- 
j eonnel will be settled by the 

government.
t. Powers of the committee 

will be very much restricted 
by the federal authority, 
which gives this province 
complete freedom only in 
shaping its blackout rules. 
But Ottawa will “go as far 
as It Is necessary” In giving 
financial assistance.

S. The B. C. committee will 
probably be empowered to

I take over direction of muni­
cipal committees which fail 
to do a good job. Munici­
palities won’t be able to 
“profiteer” by relying on the

Free Legal Advice 
'Available to AH'

i By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Attorney- 

General R. L. Maitland and Wil­
liam T. Straith, K.C., Liberal, 
Victoria, Monday night, said in 
the Legislature that no person 
need do without legal advice or 
assistance because he lacks 
funds.

The Attorney-General explain­
ed operations of the Junior Van­
couver Bar’s “legal aid to the 
poor,” and Mr. Straith followed it 
with a description of the similar 
Victoria system.

Mrs. Dolly Steeves, C.C.p. 
North Vancouver, who raised the 
issue, suggested that free legal 
mid be organized and publicized 
by the Government.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 
Stated that he had tried the free 
legal aid in Victoria on behalf of 
a drug addict The junior bar­
rister to whom the case had been 
assigned had refused to take It 
unless paid $35, he said, g

committees to bring their
fire and other standing em­
ergency services up to 
strength "through ARP 
equipment Before receiving 
aid, they will be required to 
have regular fire and police 
departments at standard 
size.

4. ARP responsibility rests on 
the individual as well as the 
government, and many Van­
couver residents have ac­
cepted this by constructing 
shelters in their basements. 
The committee will give all 
>ervice possible, at present 
won’t consider building shel­
ters In all districts of the 
province.

Leader in the critical testing- 
out of Mr. Maitland’s proposed I 
civilian protection policy was Mr. 1 
Gargrave. He said he was “cer- [ 
tainly not enthused over the re-1 
port of the attorney-general” and I 
“didn’t think Mayor Cornett had j 
been particularly pleased over | 
the comments made.”
PUMPS OF LITTLE VALUE

Concerned with “the appalling I 
lack of co ordination between j 
various authorities,” Mr. Gar-1 
grave felt the new committee F 
might offer a solution. One of | 
his main objections, however, | 
was that the province must take | 
Its orders from Ottawa on ARP. j 

“I sincerely hope the Japa­
nese will wait for Ottawa to 
pass on our suggestions and 
recommendations before they 
come over here,” he remarked.

Whacking at the existing 
setup, he pointed ont that the 
100 fi repumps loaned by On­
tario are of little value for con­
flagrations In buildings as tfoelr 
jet isn’t delivered under suffi­
cient pressure.
He roused a chuckle with a tale I 

of ARP in the little Sooke com-1 
munity of Shirley.

There, he said, the warden was j 
“over 70, and stone deaf. He 1 
didn’t hear the blackout warning, j 
and, in consequence, his house | 
was the only one lit up.”

MacQonald Would End 
Civil Service Act

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—While es I 
timates for his department were | 
under consideration in the House | 
on Monday Dr. K. C. MacDonald, | 
agriculture minister, said that 1 
“doing away with the Civil Serv-f 
ice Act would be fine.”

“Most of the civil service ex-J 
aminations are held in Victoria,”; 
said the minister. “I do not j 
tend to senct a stenographer 1 
from this city to interior points] 
when suitable applicants 
available close at hand. I am I 
of the opinion that doing auj _ 
with the Civil Service Act would 
be fine.”
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Gov't to Consider 
Wage Bonus for 
Civil Servants

Hoqse Seeks 
New Rights 
For Unions

Sirens Stored Here- 
Two Tones Wanted

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Question- 
ed Monday under salary votes In 
the police branch It the province 
Intended to pay the cost ot liv­
ing bonus to civil servants, Prem­
ier John Hart said that the gov­
ernment had not yet had time to 
give adequate consideration to 
what would be Involved; but 
would consider It at the earliest 
opportunity.

The bonus, It decided upon, 
could be paid under the Civil 
Service Act. It was desired 
particularly to give considera­
tion to the position of low-sal­
aries groups and married men, 
Mr. Hart said, in reply to fur- 

""Hier questions, WBèiresnmatee 
of the Attorney-General’s De­
partment were under discus-

*t Csneeover lu Staff Beperter
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Opposition Leader Harold Winch 

asked Attorney-General RrL. Maitland, Monday evening, why 
28 RCAF-approved air raid sirens now in Vancouver had not 
been installed, while contract for 47 more had been cancelled, 
and an order placed with another firm for sirens of a more 
complicated and less established type.

British Columbia, Mr. Winch e
said, Is more In danger of air which Is In charge of a special 
attack than an invasion attempt, committee set up three months 
and In consequence warning ago. 
rirens assume first Importance. FASTEB DELIVERY 
Following a conference in Van- .__  “I certainly don t propose to
couver three months ago, 75 five- jnterfere with orders, manu-
horsepower drens were contract- facturers or a th| else „ he
ed for at $40,000 with Federal Sup- sa|d
ply Company, an eastern manu- _. 1
facturer of 30 years standing and . , ““.l* ”~C!Î’
maker of sirens used in Halifax. dec d* %tXfT the
U. S.. Pacific Coast cities, and by “■* Ju,»‘
th» RCA F B two-tone device should be

used. National Research Conn- 
DOESN’T JIBE fit at Ottawa backed I ta find-

"I learned 28 of them reached •“*»- 
Vancouver some days ago," Mr. “First Information given me 
Winch stated “and at approxi- was that deliveries couldn’t be 
mately the same time, the con- made of the Federal Supply 
tract was caneclled. The 28 are Co.’s sirens at that time because 
In storage in Vancouver—the re- of priorities,” Mr. Maitland said, 
maidner are in the Federal Sup- "while the two-tone sirens could 
ply Co. factory waiting shipment be delivered, and were guaran- 

"I understand now that an- teed t0 1)6 here in much faster 
other contract has been let to time than the others, I was not 
Burlec Co., not a long-established spoken to by any company, and 
firm. It doesn’t make the motors, if a0- I would have referred 
and these are the main part of a them to the committee. I don't 
siren, nor does it manufacture Its have anything to do with 
own automatic equipment. This purchasing, and frankly, I don’t 
work would have to be farmed want *°- 
out. I also understand this is not BOMB’S TONE 
a weatherproof siren.” jn ,-gpiy t0 a comment by Mr.

This action, Mr. Winch felt, Winch that he "found it all very 
didn’t jibe with appeals made in confusing," Mr. Maitland re- 
B. C. for ARP equipment minded him that "as I said the

"In view of the Attorney-Gen- other day, there are a number 
eral’s statement of the other day of things to be worked out.” 
(Friday), it would go a long way Here E. E. Winch (C.C.F., Bur- 
toward setting the public mind naby), entered the discussion, 
at rest If he would explain what “It’s worse than ridiculous, it’s 
la taking place." criminal," he remarked. “If

Mr. Maitland replied that his sirens are avalalble, they should 
department has nothing t» do be installed, whether two-tone or 
with purchase of ARP supplies, not A bomb has only one tone.”

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter I
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—The gov- 

I emment will be requested by the 
I Legislature to amend the Indus- 
8 trial Conciliation and Arbitration 
I Act so that employers must bar- 
jj gain with the union which cm- 
I ployees designate as their bar- 
j gaining agency.
i The Legislature’s new labor 
H committee Monday night voted 
g in favor of the chance in the act, 
| which now says the . employer 
5 may counter with a suggestion 
I! of a company union.

•The committee, through the 
[j Legislature, will ask considéra- 

! tion of this change by Labor 
j Minister George S. Pearson at 
i the present sitting.

Committee members met 26 
delegates representing anions 
affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, the Cana­
dian Federation of Labor and 
the Canadian Congress of 
Labor. J. J. Robertson of Vic-

slon in the Legislature.
Attorney-General Maitland said 

that protests had been made 
against chimney construction In 
certain wartime housing, and the 
province was seeking to adjust 
the matter. The province had 
considered training public pros-

in Vancouver shortly.

Lower Auto Licenses
VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—Attorney- 

General R. L. Maitland told the 
legislature on Monday that the 
government will give careful 
consideration to representations 
seeking a reduction in automo­
bile license fees. He was an­
swering a question if license fees 
would be cut because of the re­
striction on tires.

throughout most industries," | 
that health Insurance be puypto 
effect; that a representative of 
labor be Included on the Work-i 
men’s Compensation Board; that 
sufficient funds and equipment 
be made available for ARP 
work; that cost-of-living bonuses 
be made retroactive to August, 
1939, and that industries now 
working their employees more 
than eight hours a day revise 
their present method of employ­
ment to eliminate overtime as 
far as‘possible.-

VICTORIA, Feb. 3.—An amend­
ment to the Divorce and Matri­
monial Causes Act was Intro­
duced In the Legislature by At­
torney-General Maitland Monday 
and given first reading. i

It provides lor validation nl 
marriages solemnized before Jan. 
31, 1942, where either party pre­
viously haa been granted a di­
vorce absolute but the necessary 
time limit has not expired for 
appeal against such divorce, pro­
vided no such appeal has been 
lodged or other Impediment has
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[ 'No Increase' Says Victorio

Gov’t Assailed Over ' 
Teachers’ Pay Grant

By Vancouver Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—Announcement by Hon. H. G. T. 
| Perry, Minister of Education, that the government had de- 
I cided against raising its grant toward teachers’ salarié drew 
I brisk criticism from opposition members in the Legislature, 

Tuesday afternoon.

Blind School | War Brings 
Overcrowded I New Problem

The request for an increase, 
"pressed by B. C. Teachers’ 
Federation, was refused on 
two counts: Additional cost to 
the government would be too 
heavy, and municipalities al­
ready hard pressed for revenue 
would be forced to raise their 
school board grants to carry 
their share of the boost.
Present maximum of govern­

ment assistance to both urban 
and rural schools is $680. Mini­
mum salary set by the Council 
of Public Instruction is $780 for 
elementary schools, $1100 for 
junior high and $1200 for senior 
high.
“WHERE YOU SIT”

If school boards so wish, Mr. 
Perry said, they are at liberty to 
raise salaries, but he personally 
did not favor an order imposing 
an increase on the boards.

Hon. Harold Winch, leader 
of the opposition, was “amazed 
at Mr. Perry's views,” which 
he termed the exact opposite 
of those expressed by the Min­
ister on the floor of the House 
previously, and at the Liberal 
party convention. At thé con­
vention, Mr. Winch said, Mr. 
Perry had introduced a motion 
that education costs be remov­
ed from the land and borne by 
the provincial treasury In fuit
He suggested that “a lot de­

pends on where you sit,” and 
that- Mr. Perry, as Minister of 
Education, had been forced to 
change his views by his col­
leagues.

The Minister vigorously denied 
this, contending that his per­
sonal views were unchanged; he 
believes, as an ethical principle, 
that education costs should be a 
full state responsibility-
TAXES AND EDUCATION

Mr. Perry said that the govern- 
I ment will, this year, thoroughly 
I investigate the question of taxa- 
I tion in regard to education.

“The time has come when 
we must fix a proper system of 
taxation, particularly on land,” 
he declared.

The Minister announced that 
fto changes In text books are 
contemplated during the ensu­
ing year.
He told the House that 23 

I schools have been closed because 
I of lack of teachers and that 40 
j temporary permit* had had to

be issued to teachers with un i 
completed courses. ■
‘RIDICULOUS SITUATION’

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves (C.C.F.,1 
North Vancouver) pointed out j 
that new curricula taught in I 
rural and urban schools make I 
necessary the hiring of experi- f 
enced teachers. Unless rural 
salaries would permit the hiring 
of top-grade instructors, she 
feared a decline in education 
standards throughout the prov­
ince.

- In her own urban riding, she 
said, teachers were being paid 
rural salaries, although living 
costs had Increased. She gave 
minimum elementary salary in 
North Vancouver as $800.

As to high schools, “it is a 
ridiculous situation when a boy 
of 16 can go to a shipyard job, 
and make a salary very much 
larger than that of the teacher 
who was Instructing him a 
month before.”

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Van- I 
couver Centre asked that school | 
inspectors be appointed solely on J 
merit. In the past, he said, some I 
inspectors had been appointed | 
solely for political reasons.

Anscombe Replies 
To Ferry Query

VICTORIA, Feb. 4. — Acting 
Public Works Minister Herbert 
Anscomb has informed the legis­
lature, in reply to questions from 
Herbert Herrldge (C.C.F., Ross- 
land-Trail), that the Big Bend 
Cedar Pole Company purchased 
a ferry barge on the Arrow 
Lakes from the government for 
$20.

The government has rented a 
barge on the Arrow Lakes, Mr. 
Anscomb said, from the Big Bend 
Cedar Pole Company as a sub­
stitute ferry, at $8 a day for 20 
days.

Doukhobor Debate 
In B.C. Legislature

VICTORIA, Feb. 4A—Promise I 
of a “full dress” discussion of I 
the Doukhobor question as it | 
affects the Grand Forks area, 
was promised the Legislature I 
Tuesday night by Tom Love, I 
Conservative member for Grand | 
Forks-GreenwOod.

Mr. Love, complained that 
Doukhobors, who have pur­
chased choicest fruit lands in his 
district, have refused to register 
with the Dominion government 
as required under the War 
Measures Act.

VICTORIA, Feb. 4. — B. C.’s 
school for deaf and blind chil­
dren at Jericho Beach is danger­
ously overcrowded, C. E. MacDon­
ald, superintendent told the Leg­
islature's Social Welfare Com­
mittee Tuesday.

The institution houses 20 mere

I than health and fire regulations 
allow, Mr. MacDonald said.

Giving figures the superinten­
dent told the committee that 33 
girls have one bathtub, three 
toilets and six washbasins; 23 
young boys have one tub, two 
toilets and three basins and 21 
older boys have two tubs, two 
toilets and two basins.

The classrooms and dormi­
tories have reached the satura­
tion point and soon the stu­
dents will have to dine in two 
shifts, so crowded is the din­
ing room.

“We reached our limit in 
11925,” Mr. MacDonald said.

There are at present '88 chil- 
| dren in the school.

The Social Welfare Committee 
also heard Geo. Ross, superinten­
dent of the Boys’ Industrial 
School at Coquitlam, who said 
he would prefer boys be com­
mitted to the school for an un­
determined length of time, rather 
than a certain period. In this wry 
there would be no resentment 
among the boys.

HR

In Forests

Forestry Dep't to 
Encourage Yule 

iTree Cutting
By Vsneeever Sen Staff Reporter

] VICTORIA, Feb. 4. — Chief | 
Forester C. D. Orchard an- 

J nounced to the legislature's For* I 
N es try Committee today that his I 
j service will experiment next \ 
L summer with a “trapline system” 
y of Christmas tree cutting, by 

which a number of bona fide 
settlers and farmers would each 
be permitted to cut 5000 young 
evergreens on crown land.

To date, the Forest Branch 
has forbidden Christmas tree 
cutting on crown land save 
for a few specified areas value­
less for any other form of lum­
bering.
The ban would remain, how-1

I ever, on coast areas where tim- j 
ber-lands could be more profit-1 
ably reserved for logging. 

Farmers and settlers would be I
(educated in conservation methods j 

by Forestry officers.
Christmas tree cutting on suit-] 
able ground is not wasteful, as! 
if proper cutting methods arej 
followed, and depletion avoided, j 
a new crop is ready for the axe j 
in seven years, he said.

By Vancouver Son SUM Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 4. — British 

Columbia, caught with more 
than 100,000 acres of unburned 
logging slash on its hands, faces 
a threat from incendiary Japa­
nese attack so grave that the 
entire provincial appropriation 
of $474,087 would be required to 
cope with it.

This information was given 
to the Forestry Committee of 
the Legislature today by Chief 
Forester C. D. Orchard, who 
stated that a few enemy air­
craft scattering incendiary 
“calling cards” could sow fires 
throughout the coast area.
The chief forester said the 

situation calls for an expanded 
outlook service, and use of stand­
by crews—truck units equipped 
with fire-fighting gear and radio 
communcation — “in numbers 
nevqr before considered.”

“Adequate protection against 
this danger to the coast would 
cost us approximately our en­
tire forestry budget,” Mr. 
Orchard said. “This Is more 
than British Columbia can af­
ford.”
Dominion aid is obviously re­

quired, Mr. Orchard said. Hon.
A. Wells Gray, Minister of 
Lands, has already been in touch

1 with Ottawa, and has reason to 
hope the federal authority will 
back the province by recruiting a 
“forest battalion” of youths, or 
men too old for overseas service, 
as an incendiary guard.

It will require a big organiza­
tion, such as we've never seen 
before, if we’re to make things 
perfectly safe,” Mr. Orchard con­
cluded.

Four billion feet of lumber are 
required from the British Colum­
bia woods this year, and opera­
tors who smashed their all-time 
production record in 1940 are hit­
ting a pace that may see the 
total achieved.

Mr. Orchard said forests yield­
ed $120,000,000, a third of all
B. C.’s primary weath, in 1941. 
Government share in revenue 
was $4,000,Q00.

Charges that the branch had 
Indulged In “wartime profiteer- ' 
ing” by increasing its stump- 
age rates to loggers were un­
justified, the chief forester told 
tiie committee. Bates had risen, 

j but the price paid per thousand 
feet to lumber wholesalers was 
up $7.66.
The coast has 800,000 denuded! 

acres which call for reforesta­
tion, Mr. Orchard said.
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■egislature Seeks More Control 
Over University Spending!!

! Perry Finds 
Little Data 

| On Outlays
Suppose They Found Oil 

At Commotion
Wy Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
Victoria, Feb. 4.—oissaus l

inaction of a number of members ■'§ 
ftof the Legislature with the com- 
Imperative independence of gov- ^ 
j^mment control enjoyed by the 

] I .'University of British Columbia |p 
I found expression Tuesday night ËM 
Ikvhen Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves 

||<<C.C.F., North Vancouver) an- ||gi 
|j hounced she would introduce a|Œ I bill aimed at “democratizing the mb 

1 board of governors of UBC.”
■ 1 ; Hon, H. G. T. Perry, minister ^

J of education, was one of the® 
J group who felt the university h- 
I pursued too free a course in 
I view of the fact that approxi-1|| 
t tnately half of its budget earne d 
I Irom government coffers.
lllO REPORT

Only way In which the Bov ® 
I vrament could assume a dlrec-B 
(! tor’s share of authority, Mr.

Perry said, would be through 
Slmendment of the University 
!*ct. ■

The minister felt that hoards 
JNuch as the UBC governing 

[jbody become most undemo­
cratic’’ When permitted to sheer 

|away from legislative authority- 
“They expect to spend $870,- 

he said. “Of this sum, 
410,00 will be in fees, while 

provide $430,000- We’re 
about half the cost,

.and certainly we’re entitled to 
full report on how It 

i spent.”
: Such s report, Mr. Perry 

erted, is not furnished, an 
nission which he, as newly-@ 

fppointed minister of education, 
nd "amazing.”' Only data 
nlshed him, he told the 

quae, is the "book depart” con- 
ned in the estimates.

C.C.F. members urged a 
> Chair of home economics for 
i the university, backing their 

■proposal by the claim that In 
j its present organization, the 
j university serves only an ex- 
I tremely limited portion of the 
I population.

Dr. L S. Kllnck, president of 
! University of British Colum­

bia, today refused comment on 
atements made In the Provin- 

Legislature Tuesday by 
C.F. members and by the Min­
er of Education, Hon. H. G. T.

Meanwhile, Hie Vancouver I 
i learned that six out of nine 
nbers of the Board of Gov- 

nors are appointed by the Lieu- 
nt-Govemor In Council. In | 
Hon, President

The Legislature feels uneasy about con­
tinued expenditure chasing an oil prospect 
at Commotion Creek.

There was talk of limiting the 1942 ap­
propriation to $100,000; and Mr. Asselstlne, 
whose department under the Pattullo admin­
istration bored for the oil, gave some sage 
advice. Either spend enough to get the oil 
or drop the proposal, Mr. Asselstine chal­
lenged—but don’t merely fiddle with the 
matter to the extent of $100,000. Either 
press the search or quit, he argued.

As ideas go, this is a bright one; but the 
essential question at Commotion Creek is 
something else entirely. Let us suppose 
there is oil at the bottom of that hole, so 
far In solid rock. Let us suppose there is 
oil and that Commotion Creek will yield it 
in vast quantities. What we should like to 
kpow—and this is the question Mr. Assel­
stine says nothing whatever about—is how 
the government or anyone else can get that 
oil to market, and where is the market? 
Freight rates are a tremendous factor.

Commotion Creek is some distance from 
railhead at Dawson Creek. The freight rate 
from Dawson Creek (after you hauled it 
there or piped It) down to Vancouver would

be $31.60 cents per ton. Provincial Bureau I 
of Statistics at Victoria works out the cost j 
of California crude oil delivered in Vancou­
ver at $7.85 per ton. Turner Valley supplies J 
many prairie points, but freight charges arc | 
such that Winnipeg and Brandon can get! 
their oil by other routes cheaper than the I 
train haul from Turner Valley east- j 
ward. Canada has vast fields of coal of its I 
own production, but still imports more than j 
half its coal supplies. Alberta mines can I 
not ship a ton of coal to Ontario without I 
loss. Subventions paid by the people of j 
Canada make up for this loss.

In the Legislature a few days ago a mem-1 
ber made a plea for redress In freight rates I 
so the people of the Peace River would be I 
able to ship their scrap iron and old rubber I 
and other salvage here. They were giving I 
the salvage free, but the freight cost more j 
from point of shipment than the material [ 
was worth when it arrived at Vancouver.

The same thing applies to crude oil. 
From Commotion Creek it would cost, de­
livered here, three times as much as from I 
California, From this standpoint, there is I 
no justification for spending another cent | 
on the government "oil well” in wartime.

Gov't Tokps Over 
Normal School

VICTORIA, Feb. 4. —The Pro- 
vlnclal Normal School at Vic­
toria Is being taken over by the 
Dominion government for war 
purposes, Education Minister H. 
G. Perry announced Tuesday in 
the Legislature. It is understood 
that the building Is being con­
sidered for use as a military hos­
pital.

“The provincial government 
has Just been advised from Ot­
tawa that the Provincial Normal 
School building at Victoria will 
be required by the Dominion. In 
view of that, the position ol 
normal schools generally will 
have to he. reconsidered by the 

“ ’■ Perry said.

New Administration 
For Aged Pensions

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 4.—The Old Age Pension Act will be I 
I transferred in administration from the Workmen’s Com-1 
I pensation Board to the Provincial Secretary’s department, | 
j under an amendment introduced in the Legislature Tuesday I 
J by Provincial Secretary Geo. S. Pearson.

f In the past the provincial sec-j 
retary has had little to say ini 
administration of the act. Now! 
it will come under the personal I 
supervision of Mr. Pearson, who! 
will be able to rule in cases that! 
need personal attention. I

Most of the complaints have l 
I been in regard to administration I 
|°f the act, but the cabinet ha§S
I always pointed out It has had I
I little control over the Workmen's g 
I Compensation Board.

are
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)laim Securities Act 
'Crippled B.C. Mining7

Vancouver Stock Exchange Head Tells 
■ Committee 'Change Is Demanded for

Development'; New Channels
By Canadian Press

VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—A. N. Wijyerton, president of the 
Vancouver Stock Exchange, told the Mining Committee of 

,the British Columbia Legislature today he thought the crim­
inal code was capable of taking care of any situation arising 

^through wrongdoing of brokers, and some of the clauses in 
the Securities Act should be reviewed in detail. Development 
iof mining in the province demanded some change, he sal*.

While the Vancouver Stock Ex-| 00010 TREATMENT 
change had brought millions of Austra a ea 5 inAustralia leads in taking on 

„ the prospector as a partner, he 
ollars Into the province In the to|d |'he House. In certain states 
«st year, it was unfortunate of the Commonwealth, bona tide 
hat much of this money had proapectors in parties of not lees H 
one into old established mines, than two draw fl per man per ■ 
r. Wllverton said. The normal week for rations, receive special ■ 
lannel for development of min- explosives permits, are loaned jg 
ig should be the old fashioned equipment, and get free railway ■ 
lannel of prospectors, syndi- transportation to jumping-off B 
lies and sound financing. The places nearest the areas they B 
ecurities Act had crippled the wish to prospect. They report $ 
nining industry during its 10 ! once a month to the authorities, I
ears of operation, he said. " """"

MacDonald Under Fire

Gov't Cars 
Not Sold in 
Regular Way

SURF INLET 
I- B. Woodworth, Vancouver, 

told the committee of disagree- 
tient with E. K. De Beck, supA- 
ntendent of brokers under the 
Act, as to release of his escrow 
Itock in the Surf Inlet Mine, tfi.
De Beck . said the matter was 
highly controversial and litiga­
tion wn still proceeding.

Attorney • General Maitland 
isked if the mining industry 
Jelieved Mr. De Beck was doing 
[hinge not in the interests of the 
todustry, if an appeal to the 
iourts should be allowed. Now 
Ihe only appeal la to the at­
torney-general.

C. S. Arnold, Vancouver, 
bought Mr. Maitland’s sugges- 
ion was good but that appeal to 
he courts might take from four 
nontha to two years. "I don’t 
hink thé Securities Act is any 
ood and would like to see it 
bollshed,” he said.

A. E. Jukes, Vancouver, said 
iromoters didn’t know where 
hey stood or when they would 
jet their promotion money beck, 
here were too many dictatorial 
ewers In the act and it was 
(riving the mining industry Into 
he hands of the larger com­

mies. This province contained 
j of the 74 know minerals, yet 
fcomotlon money was lacking, 
lepeal the act and bring in some- 
ting that would work, he suy 
ested.

_OVT GRUBSTAKES 
I Government grubstaking of 

ospectors along lines followed 
iy Australia was urged In the 
legislature Wednesday by Har- 
i E. Winch, leader of the op- 

-ultlon.-Such action, Mr. Winch felt, 
‘ould aid In development of 
iritish Columbia’s mineral re- 
lources, and would be of special 

due At a time when “war min- 
} are much in demand.

have skimmed over this 
lor,’! Mr. Winch «aid. "tt’s 

e now that we got down to 
emulating plans for assistance 
| prospectors and others tryin- 

develop our mineral

“The government puts up 
half the cost, and takes a per- H 
centage of prospectors' returns," K 
Mr. Winch said. “But if the values are not there, the stake fl 
is regarded as a gift, not a loan." M 

In South Australia, he added, fl 
the state government even places fl 
diamond drilling gear at the dis- fl 
posai of propectors.Aid to the B.C. prospector B 
was “perhaps more important at H 
the present time than any fl 
other,” he concluded.
VOTE REDUCED

Louis LeBourdals, Cariboo Lib- H 
eral, was sorry to see that Hon, (fl 
Herbert Anscomb, Minister of M 
Mines, had reduced the vote for B 
mining roads and trails (from B 
*55,000 to $50.000) in his 1942 | 
estimates.

“Mining development In the F 
past has been just as fast and « 
no faster than transportation " ^ 
Mr. LeBourdals said.He cited the Manson Creek | 
gold development and the Pincbl I 
lake clnnibar property as in- | 
stances where roads had made a 
quick production possible.In early days, he said, the B.C. I 
Government grubstaked prosper- 
tors on a 50-50 basis.

By VwtiW See llelt Reeerter
VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—The chair­

man’s gavel pounded for order 
today when the Legislature’s 
Public Accounts Committee en­
quired into the Agriculture De­
partment’! purchase of cars and 
the government’s dealing with 
the Big Bend Cedar Pole Com­
pany. j:

Opposition Leader Harold 
Wlnoh and Colin Cameron, C.C.F. 
Whip lead the barrage ofi 
questions.

Agriculture Minister K. C, ' 
MacDonald and F. H. Harrison, 
chief B.C. purchasing agent, 
disagreed on the way the Agri­
culture Department sold Its old 
cars.

Mr. Winch said the Depart­
ment of Agriculture is the only 
government department that has 
not gone through the’purchasing 
agent when selling used cârs.
DECIDED BY HZ’

Dr. MacDonald said his depart­
ment Is being run more economic­
ally than any other Department. 

“These things for the agri­
culture Deportment ore going 
to be decided on by me,” Dr. 
MacDonald sold.

“I consider it my responsibility 
not only to pass on purchase of 
new cars but also on trade-in 
values," Mr. Harrison said.

“I recognise my responsibility 
to my department and to the 
people of British Columbia," the 
minister replied. “There is no 
car bought In our department 
until we are convinced there ii a 
necessity for It. I invited the 
closest scrutiny of every pur­
chase."
‘RELIEVING’ DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Winch said Dr. MacDonald 
is cutting below the whole estab­
lished policy of unified pur­
chased control.

“Dr. MacDonald la merely 
relieving the purchasing de­
depart mCnt of that responsi­
bility.’’ sold W. T. Stralth, Lib­
eral, Victoria.

“That’s just what he shouldn’t 
be doing," replied Mr. Winch.

Dr. MacDonald said his depart­
ment gets better value for Its 
used cars than any othef depart­
ment.

Mr. Harrison said he ,is not 
prepared to admit that.
SOLD FERRY;
RENTED IT BACK

Mr. Armstrong replied this 
was true.

In reply to questions Mr. Arm­
strong said the ferry was useless 
because of dry rot. He had not 
seen It after repairs had been 
made and the government hired 
"it back.

Mr- Leary said his company 
spent between $4000 and $5000 
putting the ferry In shape.

“I’m just getting a little fed 
up on the chargea of skulldug­
gery that are handed out around 
this table," the former minister 
commented.

I

taflHM

Pension Board 
Too Severe, 
Pearson Says

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—The old- 

age pensions act is always good 
for debate in the Legislature.

Wednesday mere mention of 
the act brought several members 
to their feet.

Provincial Secretary Geo. S. 
Pearson, explaining the amend­
ment to the act which will 
bring it under his department, 
said the Workmen's Compensa­
tion Board, which has always 
administered It, wished to be 
relieved of the responsibility. 
Tha board had given no reason 
for its request, Mr. Pearson 
said.

“I am of the opinion an or­
ganization can be set up in the 
social service department to deal 
with the act effectively and with 
economy," the minister said.

There has been some differ­
ence of opinion, he admitted, be­
tween the government and the 
board regarding the interpreta­
tion of the act.

"We have felt the board has 
been rather severe in its inter­
pretation of the act," he said. 
"The board has been perhaps 
overly cautious."

With the change, Mr. Pearson 
saw some modification of the 
conditions the act imposes.

Opposition leader Harold Winch 
commended the minister for the 
change.

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince 
Rupert, felt the Dominion should 
take over the entire cost and 
that everyone should have pen­
sions, irrespective of their finan- 

I cial means.
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B.C. Legalizes. 
Some Speedy 
Remarriages

By Vancouver Sun Staff Beaortcr
VICTORIA, Frfb. 5. — Mar­

riages that have taken place in 
British Columbia less than two 
months after the principals 
have obtained divorces will be 
legalized by an amendment to 
the “Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes Act,” put through sec­
ond reading in the Legislature 
Wednesday.

This has become necessary, 
Attorney-General R. L. Mait­
land explained, to help mem­
bers of the armed forces who, 
not realizing they were acting 
illegally were married, with 
the result that their wives could 
not obtain dependents’ allow­
ances.

From now on, divorced per­
sons intending to 
will be ii minai rrlTTilli i ni to 

-o months after the
Ivoroe.

FEBRUARY 6,1942

Formers Ask Relief 
From School Taxes

VICTORIA, Feb. 5.—Farmers 
representing all sections of Brit­
ish Columbia Wednesday brought 
their problems before the Legis­
lature's Agricultural Committee.

The advisory board of B. C. 
Farmers’ Institutes comes to 
Victoria each year to ask the gov­
ernment to help the people on 
the land.

This year they ask that boun­
ties on predatory animals be set 
as follows: Cougars, $30; wolves, 
$20; coyotes, $5. They want a 
farmer on the game board. They 
urge the agriculture department 
to request that the federal gov­
ernment absorb freight rates and 
put the B. C. poultry industry on 
a parity with Eastern Canada.

The farmers are also asking 
that school taxes on land and 
personal property be abolished

VICTORIA. Feb. 5-_______ _
of the Legislature dismissed at 
the second reading Wednesday a 
private bill asking an amend- i 
ment of the Mechanics' Lien Act | 
to extend the period In which I 
workmen could file claims from > 
“ to 60 days.

The bill, introduced by Samuel j 
Guthrie (C.C.F., Cowichan-New-1 

"i> was opposed by Attorney-1 
R- L. Maitland, who felt 

I give more aid to shady 1 
tors than to workmen t 
back wages.

I $60 to $70 Foot Drilling Costs

Fate of Peace River Oil 
Well Still in Balance

By Vsneearer San Staff Keyerter

VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Debate which preceded the passing 
of a $100,000 vote for continued oil exploration in Peace River 
Block, Thursday, is a mere sample of argument expected 
when legislators tackle a bill, now before the House, calling 
for an amendment to the Coal and Petroleum Act which 
would open the northern reserve to private interests on a 

Closely linked with the bill, basis.
Introduced by Hon. Herbert Ans- """
'comb, minister of mines, Is a 
problem being considered by the 
government In the light of its 
latest geologists’ report; whether 
to continue drilling In the 5300- 
foot Commotion Creek hole, sink 
a new well elsewhere, or aban­
don the search for oil.
3000 FEET MORE 

The import said a further 3000 
feet of drilling would be requir­
ed to reach the shale In which 
oil might be found. Hie next 
1000 feet, it added, would be “of 
critical importance.”

“We have $125,000 still un­
spent in our current estimates,"
Mr. Anscomb said. “If a new 
arrangement could be made with 
the contractor we could put that 
sum to use within the next seven 
and a half weeks. If we did that, 
and used the $100,000 allotted 
(In 1942 estimates) we would 
have enough to carry us to a 
conclusion.”

He stressed the fact that the 
provincial government has yet 
to make up Its mind, however, 
and added a warning that the 
contractor might be unwilling to 
continue the operation.
WHAT TO DO WITH ITT 

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal member 
for Prince Rupert, was skeptical 
as to Mr. Anscomb’s statement 
that the government had not 
reached a decision.

“The government has not de­
cided what it is going to do, but 
It looks pretty evident to me,” 
declared the former premier, 
who battles for retention of the 
government reserve.

Mr. Anscomb had another 
question for the House—what 
would the government do with 
ell If it were found? A pipe­
line of about $« miles would 
be required to bring oil to the 
coast, while railhead was go 
miles distant. British Colum­
bia would be forced either to 
sell • its product to the com­
panies, which have their own 
distribution systems, or go Into 
the retail business with sta­
tions throughout the province.
The original drilling contract, 

he said In a review of operations 
to date, was let at $22.50 a foot.
When a bit was lost, “fishing" 
was financed by an extra $50,- 
000 grant This was followed by 
$25,000 In order that work might 
proceed.
«60 TO $70 A FOOT 

Mr. Anscomb said that when 
the hole reached Its present 5500 
feet—and remained just’s bole— 
an expert geologist was 
rowed from the Dominion gov­
ernment. He did not visit Corn- 
notion Creek, but reWted on 

i strength of di

'Opening of 
Labor Act Not 
Essential Now'

—Pearson

■__________
Langauge of the report wasj 

too difficult for laymen, so on] 
request he furnished a synopsis: 
“such as a business man could] 
understand.” In it, the well wasj 
termed an inconclusive test at Its 
present depth. If the shâle 
stratum dipped steeply away 
from the line of boring chances 
of hitting it were slight, but if 
the dip was moderate, further 
drilling was in order.

Owing to extreme hardness 
of the formation coat of future 
drilling would be from $00 to 
$70 a foot

“We might pay $70,000 to go 
down the next 1000 feet and 
still have nothing to show for 
It,” Mr. Anscomb summarised.

# Arguing a provincial topic, 
members lost the listlessness 
that has marked many of their 
sittings. Mr. Pattullo, In one of 
his several objections to Mr. Ans­
comb’s suggestions, labelled the 
minister “a Tory to the back­
bone,” and accused him of “mak­
ing a fetish of private interests." 
He won a laugh by speculating, 
“Wouldn't It have been a great 
thing it we’d struck oil before 
the last election!"
TAKE ROYALTY 

Mr. Pattullo said the govern­
ment would regret It If private 
companies were to start drilling 
in the area. Mr. Anscomb said 
if there is to be no further drill­
ing, the government would wish 
to assume power to- lease oil 
lands and possible oil lands to 
private Interests. The govern­
ment would retain the right to 
regulate operations, and would 
take a 15 percent royalty Instead 
of the usual 214 cents per barrel, 
he summarized.

Pattullo May Remain 
As P.G.E. President

VICTORIA, Feb. 6. — There Ï 
have been certain resignations f 
on the directorate of the Pacific £ 
Great Eastern Railway, Premier | 
John Hart told the Legislature | 
Thursday.

Replying to a question from 
Opposition Leader Harold Winch, f 
the Premier said the hoard oft 
directors had not yet met to | 
make new appointments. , | 

T. D. Pattullo. when he was! 
Premier, was president of the I 
PGE. C. H. P. Tuppjer, former t 
Liberal member for SlfnUkameen, " 
was a director. .

legislative circles believe Mr. I 
Pattullo, although Ms resignation I 
has been submitted may be asked |.

ildent.

Br Vancouver Sun Staff Kaportcr
VICTORIA, Feb. 6. — Labor 

Minister Geo. S. Pearson an­
nounced in the Legislature 
Thursday that he is opposed to 
opening the Industrial Concilia­
tion and Arbitration Act . this 
session.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., 
Comox, asked the Minister If 
he would do anything about 
the request of a labor delega­
tion, asking that employers be 
forced to deal with unions rec­
ognized by employees.

Mr. Pearson said the em­
ployers should have stated their 
case before the Legislature’s] 
labor committee.

The matters suggested by the 
labor delegation were highly 
contentious, he said. Giving his 
reasons, for opposing reopening 
of the act the Labor Minister 
said that the Dominion is invad­
ing the labor field more from 
day to day and would probably 
go further.

“The act as it is gives full 
power to the employees to or­
ganize,” Mr. Pearson said. “The 
initiative is in the hands of the 
employees.”

Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cow- 
ichan-Newcastle, said that com­
panies, In negotiations, cause 
undue delay. One company 
kept the men waiting two 
months. He felt the act should 
make it obligatory for the com­
pany to meet Its workers with­
in a specified time—from T to 
16 days.
Mr. Pearson said there is a 

definite obligation on the part 
of the employer to negotiate. If 
employees felt they were not 
getting action they should so 
Inform the Labor Department, 
he said.

Because of this, he explained, 
re-opening of the act is not 
necessary.

Grant MacNeil, C.C.F., Van 
couver-Burrard, said there ai*e 
some unscrupulous employers, 
despite the war sltuattofc, who 
will take advantage of loop­
holes in the act. Work Is 
stopped largely because this 
type of employer will not 
recognize Die unions.

I “Aqy group of employees can 
organise in any way they wish," 
Mr. Pearson said.
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Up-Country Wants 
B.C. War Industries

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 19

By Vancouver Son Staff Beoorter

VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Up-country members of the Legis­
lature want some of British Columbia’s war industries in the 
interior of the province.

In the Legislature Thursday 
M. L. A.’s from the interior put 
in their pleas in this regard to 
Hon. Hubert Anscomb, Minister 
of Trade and Industry.
Dr. J. J. Gillis (Liberal, Yale) 

deplored the fact the interior has 
not a single war industry. There 
is too much waste and expense, 
he said, citing the Hotel Vancou­
ver barracks, which is so expen­
sive, he said, that people are 
talking about it. %

FEBRUARY 7.

TOBACCO, SILK URGED 
Reeve R. C. MacDonald of Co­

quitlam (Conservative, Dewd- 
ney) said war industries should 
not be congregated too much In 
the congested areas of the coast.

Flt.-Lt. L. H. Eyres (Conser­
vative, Chilliwack) asked the 
Minister to do ^mething to 
keep the bulb industry estab­
lished and to start tobacco and 
silk worm industries.
Mr. Anscomb said, as far as I 

he could see, the bulb growers of I 
Vancouver Island are not asking 1 
for any assistance. Development 1 
of markets is not necessary; [

what Is needed is production de- ] 
velopment, he said.

L. A. Shepherd (C.C.F., Delta) 
asked the department to boost I 
export of potatoes from the | 
Fraser Valley.
WHAT ABOUT TOURISTS?

Dr. Gillis said he couldn’t seel 
any use voting money for the I 
tourist Industry, when he couldn’t I 
see many tourists here this year] 
because of the war.

Colin Cameron (C.C.F., Comox) 
wanted to know wuat the travel! 
bureau is going to do this year.] 

Mr. Anscomb, replying, said 
the situation is extremely com­
plex. He noted Oregon and 
Washington had made heavy 
reduction in their tourist votes 
and said the B. C. department 
will not do any national advert 
tislng this year. But he thought 
the vote should be left In, be- 
cause conditions are so uncer­
tain.
Dr. Gillis asked the minister ] 

to use coal on the P.G.E. instead | 
of oil.

The House debated the office I 
of the B. C. trade commissioner | 

I in Ottawa.
SITUATION ‘PREPOSTEROUS’ 

Mr. Anscomb said Lloyd Craig’s I 
dupes are to see what can bel 
done to secure war industries for | 

I B. C.
“Hé has beèn successful— 

he has done a good job,” the 
] minister said.
I E.T. Kenney (Liberal, Skeena)
I thought It disgraceful the gov- 

emment had to spend money to I 
seek war contracts, when Can I 
ada needs everything it can get. I 
He said the situation is "prepos-1 
terous.”

Pearson Defends 
War Labor Board

By Vancouver Sun Staff Beportar

VICTORIA, Feb. 6.—Charge» 
of slacknrts In operation ol the 
Regional War Labor Board are 
unjustified, Hon. George S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, told 
The Vancouver Sun Thursday

Mr. Pearson pointed out that 
the Regional Board Is not per- 
mltted to Interpret the wage­
pegging order-in-council wrhich Is 
its chief administrative concern 
in British Columbia, but can 
merely act on by-laws and Inter­
pretations furnished by Ottawa.

Problem has been “to know 
the mind of the Dominion gov-

| emment," the Minister said. One
I set of Interpretations has been 
1 received, and another resulting 
I from the recent conference of 
I War Labor Boards In Ottawa, Is 
| expected this week.

The B.C. Board sat for two 
I days this week, considering 54 
I applications, the majority of 
I those placed before it to date.

VICTORIA, Feb. 6. — An 
I amendment to the motor vehicle 
act Introduced In the Legislature 
Thursday by Attorney-General 
Maitland restores the right of 

J gratuitous passengers In an au- 
| mobile to sue for damages where 
j there has been gross negligence 

on the part of the driver. It also 
J authorizes use of one license 
plate Instead of two as. a war 
measure to conserve metal.

C.C.F. Charges Denied

Pearson Holds 
Legislation 
Fair to Labor I

By Vancouver San Staff Beportei
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — H in. 

George S. Pearson, Minister of 
Labor, countered a C.C.F. c al- 
lenge to reopen the Indust ial 
Conciliation and Arbitration let 
on Friday with a heated delt ise 
of the act as it stands.

Ills defense quickened Uit< a 
verbal blitz against union bt 1- 
ness agents whose, sole oliji > 
tion to the act Is that II pi s 
vents the setting up of unit i 
dictatorships, and employe i 
more concerned with buildin : 
up their unions then uchle . 
lug satisfactory conditions.
"Employees have complet] 

power to organize under the act,' 
Mr. Pearson insisted, .denyini 
Opposition charges that it leavei 
loopholes by which employers1 
can intimidate workers who seek 
to organize ar,d bargain col­
lectively.
‘CONFUSING ISSUE’
. Grant MacNeil, C.C.F. member 
for Vancouver Burrard, high­
lighted the attack with an asser­
tion that intimidation extended 
to war industries, where skilled 
artisans had been discharged and 
blacklisted for union activity.

The storm blew u-t In the aft­
ernoon sitting of the Legisla­
ture when Mr. Pearson, answer- 
Ing Opposition criticism, said 
he didn’t feel that union pro­
tests against the act required 
action at the present time.

Mr. MacNeil told the Minis­
ter he was confusing the Issue.
"The only points asked," he 

said, "were the eight to organize 
and the right to bargain collec­
tively. A union delegation which 
appeared before the Legislature s 
labor committee this week, he 
added, had maintained that many 
workers were denied these rights, 
and were given no protection un­
der the act.

Study of arbitration cases h 
the past year would show that 
employers had been able to es 
cape the provisions of the act, 
Mr. MacNeil stated.
“TIME TO SCARE"

Other C.C.F. members who at­
tacked the act on the ground 
that its provisions are inadequate 
to meet the needs of labor were 
Colin Cameron, Comox, and Sam­
uel Guthrie, Cowlchan-Newcastle.

The latter charged that em­
ployers, under the act, are able 
to stall off attempts at em­
ployee organization “In order 
to get time to scare weak- 
kneed men out of the idea."

Nancy Hodges (Lib., Vic­
toria) “couldn't see why. If Is- 
bor has the right to organize, 
the employer could not be re- , 
qulred to meet his employees 
within a set time.”
Mr. Pearson summed up his 

I defense of the act thus: 
j "There are all powers needful 
« for employees to organize. They 
g can join any union, or make any 
I affiliation they wlslCbut as long 
I as a union Is not recognized, it 
1 hasn’t got the power to enforce 
I its opinion upon the working 
I men."

C.C.F. Urges 
Pensions Be 
$30 o Month

VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — C.C.F. 
members in the House Friday 
night said they would never be 
satisfied until old-age pensioners 
in B.C. receive $30 a month, 
while members of the govern­
ment pointed out B.C. is doing 
more for its aged than any other 
province in Canada.

The matter came up wh,en the 
House was voting $711,000 for 
the $5 a month bonus for B.C. 
old folk.

Mrs. Grace Maclnnis, C.C.F., 
Vancouvér-Burrard, said there is 
“absolutely nothing in the regu-1 
lations of the Act to prevent this | 
government from being a great | 
deal more liberal.”

Education Minister Hon. H. 1
G. T. Perry said “I think Brit­
ish Colombia is making a very 
fine contribution, when the pro­
vince Is only called on to pay 
$6 percent of the pension costs.
Mr. Perry pointed out the B.C. 

government is now contributing 
33.6 percent of the total pensions 
to B.C. aged.

In addition to the bonus It 
pays another $700,000 each year.

| Provincial Secretary Hon. J.
S. Pearson said-“we can't do any­
thing further unless we can per­
suade the other provinces.”
■*■■■■*«■ 
MacNeil Wants Board 
To Administer Pensions

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—C.G. Mac- 
Nell (C.C.F., Vancouver-Bur- 
rard) asked Friday that an ad­
ministrative board be set up to 
handle the Old Age Pensions 
Act, which will be divorced from 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Board by an amendment before 
the Legislature, and placed in 
the Provincial Secretary’s depart­
ment.

Hon. George S. Pearson, Min­
ister of Labor, said the form of 
administration has not yet been 
decided upon,

Henley Defends j 
Securities Act

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—The Se 
curities Act was defended In the 
mining committee, of the Legls- 
ature Friday by C. S. Henley, 
Victoria broker, who asserted 
that In the years before the act 
was passed, “90 percent of those 
putting money Into mining stock 
lost It."

Apathy of Investors toward 
mining development could not be 
charged to the act, Mr. Henley 
said, but to a change In public 
viewpoint brought by the war.

'1 don’t think you’d have more 
development today If the Se­
curities Act was thrown wide 
open," he told the committee. 
"People are more Interested In 
putting their money Into such 
Investments as Victory Bonds."

His own Impression, he said, 
Is that the act should not be 
tampered with, because It pro- 
vides the Investing public with 
needed protection. This was par­
ticularly important for the aver­
age Investor, whose limit isn’t 
much oi
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JBC Change
House Tempers Short [Asked in House I 
As ‘Scandal’ Aired

By Vancouver Sun SUff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — The Legislature Friday heard 
| heated charges of political scandals and evils, graft, corrup- 

1 tion and civil service demoralization.
Contributors were Tom Uphills

(Labor, Ferme); C. Grant Mac- 
Neil (C.C.F., Vancouver - Bur- 
rard) ; Herbert Gargravc, (C.C.F. 
Mackenzie), and Hon. George S. 
Pearson, minister of labor.

I TOUGH LITTLE GUY
Mr. Uphill started the ball roll- 

| ing when . he wanted to know 
J who was responsible for sending 

a James Shilling as relief ad­
ministrator to Fernie.

“Did you appoint him?" asked 
$ Mr. Uphill of the labor minister.

“You bet I did,’' replied Mr. 
Pearson.

Then Mr. Pearson explained 
why he had appointed the man.
“Why, Mr. Chairman, admin­

istration of relief in Fernie was 
a scandal;” Mr. Pearson said.

He explained he hired the new 
dministrator because “he was 
tough little guy.” He said he 

idn't mean he was tough to the 
>eoplc rightfully on relief, but 
he was tough to the road bosses 
nd the head of the Liberal As- 
bciation.”

Everybody in Fernie—“the 
whole city”—wanted relief, 
said Mr. Pearson. One Fer­
nie man applied for relief for 
his son who was attending uni­
versity.

‘Well there are still some scan- 
lous things going on in Fer­

le,” said Mr. Uphill, adding that 
Pearson’s appointee is the 

use of all the trouble. 
'EJECTED TO MANNER 
One Fernie man, said Mr. Up­

hill, was driven to the asylum 
'because the administrator was so 
tough.

Mr. Gargrave asked Mr. Pear­
son if it was true that the relief 
administrator in Powell River 
was discharged just before the 
election because of his politics.

The Powell River man, the 
minister said, was discharged 
because many people objected 
to his manner.
Mr. MacNeil, who has asked

each minister how appointments 
are made to his department, rose 
to ask the same question of Mr. 
Pearson. The Labor Minister 
said he understood Mr. MacNeil 
has “a bug” about government 
appointments.

Tlife made Mr. MacNeil mad 
and he told the House the reason 
why he asks the question.

“This is the only way I can 
find out what is the government 
policy in this respect,” he said. 
“To my astonishment I find one 
minister after another snapping 
his fingers at the law—the Civil 
Service Act—and this is de­
moralizing to the civil servants.

The Minister said there are 
many things in the Civil Service 
Act should be changed.

Mr. Uphill then wanted to 
know why the deputy labor min­
ister is having his salary çaised S 
$300 a year.

Before answering this ques­
tion Mr. Pearson wondered 
why Mr. Uphill, “who Isn’t 
often in this House,” was there 
every minute of the Labor De­
partment estimates.

Mr. Uphill replied he thought 
one of his own bills was coming 
up, otherwise he would not have 
been there.

The Deputy I^bor Minister, 
Mr. Pearson explained, for a 
long time was looked upon as 
a glorified office boy. Now, 
with labor problems to the 
fore, he had much to do and 
the increase only brought him 
in line with other deputy min*', 
isters.

VICTORIA, Feb. 7.—A dust j 
engineer has been appointed by 
the Workmen's Compensation 
Board to investigate silicosis I 
danger in British Columbia 1 
mines, Hon. George S. Pearson, | 
Minister of Labor, Informed the | 
Legislature Friday.

Sun SUff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — An] 

amendment to the British Colum- j 
bia University Act which would ] 
“democratize” the Board of Gov- 
emors has been placed before I 

| the legislature by Mrs. Dorothy I 
Steeves, (C.C.F., North Vancoü-1 
ver).

The amendment would require | 
a governing board as follows:
1. The chancellor and president I 

of the university to be ex-of- f 
flclo members, the chancellor | 
to be chairman.

2. Three members to be elected 1 
from the university Senate.

3. One member to be elected by 1 
the B.C. Teachers*' Federation, f

4. One representative of organ­
ized labor.

5. One member to be elected by jj 
the Parent-Taschers’ Fédéra- g 
tlon of B.C.

6. Two members to be appointed j 
by the government.

Students Disagree With 
Legislature Charges
. Students of the University qf j 
British Columbia expressed dis-1 
agreement Friday with charges t 
laid by Herbert Gargrave in the I 
Legislature Tuesday that the I 

i subsidizing a class | 
the University that | 

afford to pay for itself. | 
have shown that I 

students work for their | 
stated Keith Porter, stu l 

council treasurer,. and Lois I 
president of the § 
:ained that there (si 
! class of society at I 
ty. Other students j 

opinions and I 
work surveys

Doesn't Achieve Aim 
Soys McKechnie

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves’ pro-1 
posed amendment would not I 
have the effect which its design- j 
er says she wants, in the opin- j 
ion of Dr, R. E. McKechnie, chan- j 
celior of the University.

“The protest originally arose I 
against the freedom from legis-1 
lative control which the Unlver-1 
slty was supposed to enjoy," he I 
said.

“The government has always 
recognized labor and the teach­
ers’ group by appointing repre­
sentatives from these organiza­
tions. Yet it retains the power 
of appointment. Mrs. Steeves 
wants to give this power 
away ~

Bill Legalizes 
| ARP Expenditures

VICTORIA, Feb. 7. — British 
I Columbia municipalities may go 
I ahead with their own civilian 
I protection measures il a bill in- 
I troduced into the British Colum- 
! bia Legislature Friday and given 
j first reading is made law.

The bill, introduced by Hon. A.
I Wells Gray, municipal affairs 
I minister, would give each of the 
I province’s 78 municipalities spe- 
■ clfic powers to operate any plan 
I for air raid precautions, civilian 
I protection or disaster relief.
3 It also would allow each muni- 
I cipality to make money grants 
I lor those purposes; to use civic 
j employees in any emergency ca- 
I parity; to purchase equipment 
I necessary to dead with enemy at- 
I tacks; to use all city property 
las occasion demands, and to de- 
Imolish privately-owned buildings 
I rendered unsafe through enemy 
I action.

[jgEBgUAE^jOj,

C.C.F. Ranks Split 
jOn Amendment to 
Motor Vehicle Act

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—First dis- 

I agreement of the session within 
I the C.C.F. ranks came Monday 
I afternoon when Opposition Lead­
er Harold Winch sided against 
Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, North 
Vancouver, and Colin Cameron, 
Comox, on an amendment to the 
Motor Vehicles Act proposed by 

1 Attorney-General R. L. Maitland 
j and passed by the legislature.

The amendment permits pas­
sengers to sue grossly negli­
gent drivers for Injuries or 
property damage suffered In 
automobile accidents.
Mr. Winch supported the bill 

1 at its third reading after his 
party-members had spoken 
against it, on the grounds that it 
would mean fewer “lifts” for 
workers and servicemen.

I Museum Goes to 
Education Dep't

VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Provin-B 
cial museum, library and archives g 
are to be transferred from the 
Provincial Secretary’s Depart-p 
ment to the Education Depart-]

\ ment.
Provincial Secretary George j 

I Pearson introduced a bill trans-h 
j ferring the museum from his fie-1 
partment to that of ediication. j 

| Later he announced the archives 
I and library would be transferred 
j to the same department.

No War Damages 
j Unless in Policy

VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Ant 
I amendment to the Insurance Act I 
1 introduced in the Legislature [ 
I late last night relieves companies j 
of war damage unless provided | 
for in the policy.

The amendment will not affect - 
contracts of insurance made be- j 

I fore the date on which the Act j 
| is assented to.

Dr. Pattullo has an ingenious proposal 
j regarding old-age pensions. Pay it to every 
I one on arrival at the stated age. Tho^e who 
I already have excess incomes will repay it 
| to the government by way of income taxes, j 
| Those who need it will have it. There will 

no cost for administration, no indecent 
ations, no trouble—the whole thing
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B.C. Highway Vote 
Reduced to Million

By Vancouver Sun Staff Beportcr ,

h VICTORIA, Feb. 10.—Warning by T. D. Pattullo, Liberal j 
member for Prince Rupert, that failure to boost the $1 million 

I allocated for roads in Public Works Department estimates 
I would result in an annual depreciation bill of many times j 
I the sum failed to keep the Legislature from passing the I 

f vote, Monday night.
I Mr. Pattullo, in spirited de-1 
I fense* of public works policy I 
I under his regime as premier, I 
I urged that the grant be doubled I 

by borrowing from capital ac-1 
■H counts, in order that the depart-1 

ment could contemplate a long- 
| range highway program.

The trouble with many mem­
bers, he said, was that they 
fall to appreciate the size of 
the province, and the problems 
involved In its communications.
Total vote for maintenance of I 

I roads, bridges, ferries, wharves I 
I and other works was $2,119,570.1 
| Roads will absorb $1,005,000 of j 
I the sum, and funds will be shar* j 
| ed as follows :
I „ Albernl, $22,000; Atlln, $18.000; .
I Burnaby, $10,000; Cariboo. $63.000 I 
I Chilliwack, $28,000; Columbia, $30.- I 
I 000; Comox, $34,000; Cowlchan-Ncw-1 
I castle, $30.000; Cranbrook. $25,000; I 
| Delta, $25,000; Dewdney, $37,500; Es- I 
I qulmalt, $33,000; Femle, $23.000; Fort I I George, $42.000; Grand Forks-Green- I 
I wood, $36,000; Kamloops, $41,000; I 
I Kaslo - Slocan, $34,000; Llllooet, $35,-1 
1000; Mackenzie, $21,000: Nanaimo and I 
I the Islands, $25.000; Nelson-Creston, I 
I $45,000; New Westminster, $4000; f 
I North Okanagan, $31.000; North Van- I 
I couver, $C:00; Omineca, $45,000; 1 
I Peace River, $30,000; Prince Rupert, I 
I $15,000; Revelstoke, $29,000; Ross- 1 
I land-Trall, $18,000; Saanich, $21,000; I 
I Salmon Arm. $29,000; Similkameen,
I $33,000; Skeen a. $29,000; South Okan- ,
I aean, $30,000; Vancouver-Polnt Grey, I 
I $5000; Yale, $25,000. 1

Other costs are:
Supervision, $57,610; Ferries. $300,- I 

1000; Bridges, $490,000; location of I I roads, $30,000: snow removal, $65,000; 1 
I machinery. $73,000: Prince Rupert I I wharf, $9000; contingencies, $79,9i 
I municipal (classified), $10,000.

Company Towns Bill 
Defeated in House

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter „
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—The Legislature after midnight : I 

defeated a bill introduced by Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox,
[ that would allow free access to anyone to company towns.

* This bill is brought up annual­
ly by the €.C.F. and always has 

I been defeated by the govern- 
P j/uLl aH ment. Tom Uphill, Labor, Fer-
Ixly II 1 nie, joined the C.C.F. in the 1942

vote and the Coalition voted sol- jvg 
idly against it, joined by T. D. |

| Pattullo.
wish to save the rights
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[Seek 
To Appeal in 
Mining Act

I Want Court Action Above 
Decisions of Gov't 

Administrator
Special (a The Vaneeuver Sun

Victoria, Feb. 11.^-Mining
I committee o£ the Legislature 
Tuesday^ recommended that the 

I Securities’ Act he amended to 
I permit court appeals from decis­

ions of the administrator. The- 
proposal followed testimony by a 
succession of witnesses called 

| from Vancouver and Victoria.
In his report, Frank Putnam,1: 

I Liberal member for Nelson-Cres- 
I ton and committee chairman,
I said:

“Your committee, In view of 
I criticism of the Securities’ Act, 
thought It advisable to investi- 

I gate it. Twelve witnesses were 
j called to give evidence for and 
| against the Act.

“After fully considering the 
I evidence, your committee feels It 
has not had enough time or op- 

I portunity to hear as much evi­
dence on this subject as should 
justify any recommendation 
other than the repeal of Section 

110, sub-section 4.”
The clause referred to limits 

I appeals to the Attorney-Gen- 
| eral’s department, and refuses 
I the taking of protestszto a fur- 
| ther authority.

The committee also urged a 
I better general understanding of 
the alms of the Act in connection 

I with mining, and asked that fur- 
I ther study be given it during the 
1 recess so that it might be consld- 
I ered at the next session.

Establishment of an iron and 
I steel smelter in British Colum­

bia, and construction of more 
mining roads and trails, was also 
suggested by the committee.

Cassidy Reports 
i Tabled in House

VICTORIA, Feb. 11,» THe | 
1 much-diseussed Cassidy reports j 
1 on British Columbia’s social ser- 
I vices have been tabled in the 
l Legislature by Provincial Secre- j 
[tary George S. Pearson.

The two reports were prepared 
I by Dr. Harry M. Cassidy when | 
I he was director of social welfare.
J Two years ago the CCF asked 
] that they be given to the légis­
lature but the Pattullo goverti- 
1 ment, ôn division, killed the mo-1

of private property Interferred 
with in the interests of the 
public welfare,” Mr. Cameron 
said, as he told how he had 
often been bodily thrown out 
of company towns. “It Is high 
time,” he said, “that the rights 
of private property shall be 
rurbed, when men shall not 
be allowed to talk with per­
sons they have elected to his 
legislature.
Opposition Leadc.- Hard Id I 

Winch said the principle of com-j 
panics controlling roads and side­
walks in company towns was | 
Fascist.

Mr. Uphill said that in com-1 
pany towns the police, the J 
preachers and the postmaster j 
are controlled by the compan­
ies.

Attorney-General R. L. Mait i 
land defied Mr. Uphill to prove I 
the police are po controlled. That | 
a policeman would be under the | 

f influence of any company, he { 
said, was a foul slander.

Mr. Uphill continued that In 
certain company towns the 
preacher Is compelled to preach 
“according to the wishes and 
desires of the company.”

“Nonsense. There’s no such 
thing,” Interjected Premier 
John Hart.
The bunkhouses in one com­

pany town, Herbert Gargrave, 
C.C.F., Mackenzie, related, were 
infested with bedbugs and cock 
roaches. He wondered if com­
pany towns capie under the 
Health Act.

Mr. Maitland pointed out all 
these complaints are covered in .*?■ j 
the “Company Towns Regulation 
Act.”’

Selective Logging 
Experiments Urged

By Vs nr «ever Sa* Staff Reparler
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Selectively 

I logging should be tested by the 
Department of Lands in certain | 
Crown-held limits with a view to 1 

I Improving present cutting meth- j 
ods, Colin Cameron, C.C.F. mem-1 

| ber for Comox, told the Legisla-1 
j ture Tuesday.

He proposed that experi­
ments be carried on either by 
the forest branch or by opera­
tors working on lease and un­
der branch supervision.
Methods proposed were block l 

I and strip logging, which would | 
j leave “staggered” areas of tim- 
I ber for natural reforestation.

Hon. Mr. Wells Gray said his I 
I forestry department would be I 
I willing to co-operate with any I 
I logger eager to make the expert-1 
I ment, but pointed out that limits | 
I suitable for selective logging are I 
I rare in British Columbia.

RUARY 10,

F. Ranks Split 
amendment to 
>r Vehicle Act
neeaver Sun Stuff Reporter
DRIA, Feb. 10.—First dis- 
:nt of the session within 
,F. ranks came Monday 
in when Opposition Lead- 
ild Winch sided against 
lorothy Steeves, North 
rer, and Colin Cameron, 
on an amendment to the 
Vehicles Act proposed by 
y-General R. L. Maitland 
sed by the legislature, 
amendment permits pas- 
» to sue grossly negli- 
rivers for Injuries or 
ty damage suffered In 
)blle accidents.
Vinch supported the bill 
bird reading after his 
embers had spoken 
it, on the grounds that it 
mean fewer “lifts” for 
i and servicemen.

urn Goes to 
ition Dep't ™
■ORIA, Feb. 10.—Provin-| 
seum, library and archives | 
be transferred from the 

:ial Secretary’s Depart-$
:o the Education Depart-f

incial Secretary George a 
i introduced a bill trans-h 
the museum from his jfie-1 
nt to that of education, j 
le announced the archives 
•ary would be transferred 
same department.

ar Damages 
in Policy

’ORIA, Feb. 10,-An 
»nt to the Insurance Act 
;d in the Legislature 
night relieves companies 
lamage unless provided 
9 policy.
oeodment will not affect
i of insurance made be- 
date on which the Act
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1 Bill to Throw Open Peace R. Oil Lands 
Passes Second Reading in Stormy Debate m

s ».

m

Special to The Vancouver Son
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.— The 

amendment to the Coal and Pe­
troleum Act proposed by Hos. 
Herbert Anscomb, Minister of 
Mines, which would throw the 
Peace River oil reserve open to 
private companies on a 15 percent 
royalty basis, weathered its sec­
ond reading in the Legislature 
Tuesday evening.

On a division called for by T. 
D. Pattullo, Liberal member for 
Prince Rupert, the House voted 
30 to 16 in favor pf the bill.

The division, coming after an 
hour of bitter debate, lifted the 
session to the tensest of its frew 
dramatic moments. Mr. Pattullo 
rose alone on the coalition side 
to oppose abandonment of the 
reserve, which 5500 feet of drill­
ing have not yet proved to con­
tain oil. Allied with him was 
the entire C. C. F. block, and 
Tom Uphill, Labor, Fernie.

“You’re in good company now, 
at last!” called E. E. Winch, 
C. C. F., Burnaby.

“We both are,” the former pre­
mier replied with a grim smile.

Fresh from a lengthy caucus, 
government members champion­
ed the bill. Pithiest reason was 
that given by Alex. Paton, Con­
servative, Vancouver-Point Grey.

“I certainly see no reason why 
some of the robber barons can’t 
sink their money in a wildcat 
in the Peace River,” he re­
marked.

“Robber Barons” was Samuel 
Guthrie’s term for the oil, com­
panies. The Cowichen-Newcastle

i

Ottawa Has Own 
Plan for Fire 

l Guard in Woods
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Hon. A. 

Wells Gray, Minister of Lands, 
dropped a hint to the Legislature 
Tuesday that plans for a youth 
battalion to guard British Colum­
bia woods from incendiary haz­
ard may have struck a snag at 
Ottawa.

The plan, forwarded to fed­
eral authorities three weeks 
ago, Is still under discussion, 
Mr. Gray said, but a proposal 
of a different sort is now being 

. weighed. The Minister offered 
no detpil as to tyhat the count­
er-suggestion might be.
Heightened danger to the 

woods, already laid .before the 
forestry committee of the Legis­
lature by Chief Forester C. D< 
Orchard, was aired on the floor 
of the House after Mr. Gray; 
tested bluntly that he was more 
concerned with projection against 
"“Y than with the bogey of pos- 

le Douglas fir depletion,
Herbert Gargrave (C.C.F., Mae» 

le) asked why, if the danger 
! so great, a much larges 

ropriation had not been mad* 
the forest branch.

n a fire starts, we don't

opposition member wanted to 
know “why our Tory friends are 
ready to hand the area over,” es­
pecially when no oil had yet 
been found?

“This roused my suspicions,” 
he said. “There is reason to be­
lieve either that oil has been 
found there, or that oil will be 
found in a short time.”

Mr. Pattullo, waging what the 
vote appears to mark as a losing 
fight to retain the reserve, drew 
on his Yukon experience to ex­
press . his opinion of the bill. 
“This is the most ‘reprobateless’ 
thing I ever heard of,” he de­
clared, quoting a Klondyke old- 
timer. "It is ‘the most unkindest 
cut of all.” It is a retrograde 
step.”

The Commotion Creek hole, 
Mr. Pattullo said, has been sunk 
to the stage where proof should 
be found. He himself was satis­
fied further drilling might yield 
“oil in very large quantities, to 
the benefit of British Columbia, 
Canada and the Empire.”

It would be preferable, he In­
sisted, to ask Dominion co-opera­
tion on the project, especially 
since tapping of a new oil supply 
would have a major war value 
under present conditions. He was, 
he repeated, satisfied that pri­
vate firms would be operating in 
the area before the next session.

With a snap-shot at Attorney- 
General R. L. Maitland—“Some­
times I think he pounds his desk 
to cover his inadequacy”—he 
went on to state his intention of 
asking for the division.

rs. Steeves Hits 
'Short-Sighted' 
Housing Project

"X wish to put the members 
on record lor posterity,” he said. 
‘Posterity too,” he reflected 

might find some writer "perhaps 
casting a little econium on my 
memory lor attempting to save 
this oil lor British Columbia.”

Private companies became 
octopi as well as robber barons 
as opposition members backed 
Mr. Pattullo.

Charles G. MacNeii, C.C.F., 
Vancouver Rurrard, accused the 
government ol not putting all its 
cards on the table.

“I think the House will de­
mand a more adequate explana­
tion Iront the government as to 
why it should turn away from 
its pledge and with such unseem­
ly haste give private interests 
first claim on this province,” he.] 
said. “We are being stampeded 
into this, and suspicion will arise 
that it is being done hurriedly 
and under pressure by interests 
anxious to get their lingers on 
oil prospects.”

Mr. MacNeii urged consulta­
tion with the Dominion govern­
ment, which would be keenly in­
terested in any oil indications.

"Our minister ol mines doesn’t 
know what may yet be proved 
under the soil in this area," he 
said.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 
North Vancouver, "smelled a rat, 
or perhaps an oily smell.” She 
warned against oil interests as 
"octopi governing the private 
monopoly field.”

Hon. H. G. T. Perry, minister 
ol education, believed Canada. 
would be better advised to spend

money on war enterprise» than 
in speculative ventures. It would 
not be right to ask federal aid 
at this time, and moreover, the 
Dominion, with skilled oil men 
in its employ, had made do re­
quest to take part in develop­
ment.

In British Columbia, hard 
pressed to meet Its’welfare and 
maintenance expenses, no fqnds 
were available, nor would they 
be for many years to come.

“If we haven’t the money to 
do the job ourselves, we have 
no right to withold this vast 
area of 50,000 square miles from 
those who wish to develop and 
use It,” Mr. Perry said. He 
favored an opening, with the 
protective precaution that B.C. 
should share in any future pro­
fits.

While private companies were 
developing the area, they would 
be spending money in the coun­
try, the minister pointed out. 
Under government control, 
money spent comes from the 
taxpayer. If oil were struck, 
“the only thing we’d lose is the 
profit—but we’ll have power of 
taxation of profits again when 
the war is over.”

Mr. Maitland drew a parallel 
between oil development as pro­
posed in the bill and operation 
of existing basic industries. 
Mining and lumbering, done by 
men who know their business, 
keep payrolls going and yield 
big tax revenue.

“It’s easy to smell a rat, If you 
like to go round smelling rats,” 
he remarked.
■■■

Pattullo Warmly Defends His Standi
Mr. Pattullo said his attitude I

Br Vancouver Su» BUM E.p.rUr
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Plans for 

better houses at little if any 
greater cost than the structures 
erected by Wartime Housing 
Ltd. had been made by the fed­
eral government before the issue 
was turned over to a dollar a 
year man, Mr». Dorothy Steeves, 
C.C.F., North Vancouver, said In 
the Legislature Tuesday.

Planning for the future was 
entirely overlooked when War­
time Housing Ltd. took over 
the job, she added.

Mrs. steeves quoted a Vanouu-I 
ver architect to the effect that 
the cost of housing provided by 
the company is exhorbltapt, the 
type ol construction noticeably 
cheap, the salvage value minute 
and the creation ol potential slum 

"Itlons Inevitable.
Mrs. Steeves also asked if 

some improvement could not be 
id* in the ferry service to 

North Vancouver. Ferries are 
overcrowded and inadequate en­
gine room personnel H available 
when they were docking, she

was told that the problem

At Sirois Parley
VICTORIA, Feb. 11.—Actiond 

of Ex-Çrcmier T. D. Pattullo) 
with regard to the Sirois report! 
came up for criticism as the Do­
minion - Provincial income tax 
agreement bill passed its second 
reading in the Legislature Tues­
day night. • *A

Mr. Pattullo, accordin'; to 
W. A. C. Bennett (Cons., South 
Okanagan), could have made 
a much better bargain for 
British Columbia aft the Sirois 
conference if he had continued 
discussions Instead of quitting 
the parley.
Adequate compensation for 

surrender of income tax field 
would have been given by the 
Dominion authority if its sugges­
tions had been accepted by this
province, Mr. Bennett main­
tained.

In addition, British Columbia | 
would have been spared the' cost |] 
of unemployment relief.

Mr. Pattullo hotly denied the 
charge that Dominion proposals 
had been left untouched by 

| arbitrary refusal of the British 
Columbia delegates to discuss 
them.

had been dictated by his hope of E 
protecting British Columbia in- J 
terests in post-war years. 1 

Because it was a war measure I 
and didn’t deprive the province | 
of its income tax rights in per-1 
petuity, Mr. Pattullo said he I 
agreed to' the Dominion-Provin-1 
ciai Agreement Bill before the | 
Legislature.

RCAF Aid Urged in 
Fighting Forest Fires

VICTORIA, Feb. 1L—Flight- 
I Lieutenant Leslie H. Eyres, Con­

servative, Chilliwack, urged in 
I the Legislature Tuesday that an 

effective liaison be established

I between the Royal Canadian Air 
Force and the forest branch in 
protecting ihe woods against in- 

| cendiary attack.
Flt.-Lt. Eyrçs proposed that an

taircraft carrying fire-extinguish­
ing boipbs be placed at the dis- 

!posai of the branch.
(Experiments conducted in the

I4J. S. found that the “blast” from 
a heavy bdmb often blow out a 
•small fire.)

n.
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B.C. 'Drys' 
Ask 8-Hour 
Liquor Sale

By Canadien Frees

VICTORIA, Feb. 11.-----B. C..
temperance workers today asked | 
Premier John Hart and his | 
cabinet to:
1. Prohibit all advertising of 

liquor.
2. To institute an eight-hour day 

for sale of liquor in all stores, 
clubs and beer parlors, all 
such places to be open at the 
same times.

8. Segregate men and women in 
I beer parlors.

4. To co-operate with the federal l 
government in securing sc|en:|

! title tests for Intoxication fol­
lowing motor car accidents.
Rev. R. J. McIntyre, secretary 

of the B.C. Temperance League, 
led the delegation.

Mi\ ’ McIntyre, explaining his 
request that men and women beg 
not allowed to drink together in 
beer parlors, said he had been 
told by medical authorities that 
this practice greatly contributed 
to the spread of venereal 
disease. Other members of the 
delegation were Rev. A. E. 
Cooke of Vancouver, chairman 
of the Social Service Committee 
of the United Church Presby­
tery; Mrs. James Gray of Van­
couver, provincial president of 
WCRÎ; Rev. Andrew Roddan 
and Rev. W. L. McKay of Van­
couver, and Rev. James Hyde of 
Victoria.

“The cabinet gave us a splen­
did hearing," Mr. McIntyre said. 
"They promised to consider the 
matter and said they were sym­
pathetic to many of our appeals.’

MocNeill Protests 
Late Calling of 
Arbitration Bill

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 11. — Weary 

legislators rose .at 1:15 a.m. to­
day from their seats, where they 
remained in an effort to bring 
the session to a Thursday close. 
Latest of a succession of bills 
considered was an amendment to 
Industrial Conciliation and Arbi­
tration Act introduced by Colin 
Cameron, C.C.F., Comox.

Debate on the proposed 
amendment, which provides 
that employees may seek the 
organization of their choice by 
majority vote, after which the 
employer would be required to 
deal with that union in labor 
negotiations, was adjourneÿ 
befefe the second reading.
Protest was made by C. Grant 

MacNeill, C.C.F., Vancouver Cen­
tre, that late calling of the bill 
—at midnight Tuesday — placed 
its supporters at a disadvantage 
in arguing it.

|7M.L.A/sOn 
B.C. 'After 
War' Board

Br Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 11. — Seven 

| members of the Legislature will 
bo chosen as a nucleus for the 

I Post-War Rehabilitation Board 
] set up through a bill which was 

unanimously approved on sec- 
i ond reading at the Tuesday 
| night sitting of the Legislature. 

Of the seven, Premier Hart 
stated, at least two will be 

j picked from the C.C.F. op- 
j position.

The bill, as introduced, calls 
for 12 members, but Mr. Hart 
proposed that the number be 
added to from outside the Legis- 

j laturc at a later date.
Mr. Hart pointed out that 

the government and the Legis­
lature faces a heavy responsi­
bility in preparing for post­
war conditions.

Evidence that the federal 
government is also facing the 
problem lay In the fact that a 
bill along somewhat similar 
lines will be Introduced in 
Commons and will lay- stress 
on. land settlement.
Past experiences in land settle­

ment schemes would aid the B.C. 
government in outlining its pro­
gram for returned men.

"They will not be placed on 
I lands without proper tests being 

made," Mr. Hart said, “nor will 
they be put on lands which are 
not suitable. Homes must be 
ready for them—and they must 
not be put on the land with the 
feeling that their backs will bè 
broken in trying to pay for it."

gif;

House in Uproor

Political Patronage 
Charged by C.C.F.

By Vancouver Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—The Legislature got itself into an 
uproar Wednesday afternoon when charges and denials of 

j political patronage flew thick and fast for an hour and a half, 
unscheduled

•THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1942

The unscheduled debate 
started when Opposition Lead­
er Harold Winch moved an 
amendment to the legislative 
public accounts committee’s 
report Mr. Winch and the 
C.C.F. wanted the report to

Kfl

House Rejects 
Ill-Governor 
Plan for U.B.C.

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Feb. 12. — The 

amendmend of Mrs. Dorothy 
Sleeves, C.C.F., North Vancouver, 
to the University of British Co­
lumbia Act, which, as she put it, 
"would democratize the univer­
sity," was defeated In the Legis­
lature Wednesday after Hon. H.
G. T. Perry, Minister of Educa­
tion, had opposed it.

Mrs. Sleeves’ amendment 
would have composed the board 
of 11 governors, of the chancel­
lor, the president, three mem­
bers elected by the senate; one 
from the B.C. Teachers' Feder­
ation; one from the Farmers’ 
Institutes of B.C.; one from or­
ganized labor; one from the 
B.C. Parent-Teachers’ Federa­
tion of B.C., and two appointed 
by the Ueutenant-Govemor-ln- 
Connell. At present six mem­
bers are named by the council.
Mrs. Sleeves drew the attention 

of the House to a recent state­
ment of the chancellor who said, 
she quoted, “a bunch of politi­
cians doesn’t know anything 
about education.”

"This denotes a contempt for 
democracy,” Mrs. Sleeves said.

Many students, she said, go to 
the University of Washington, 
"which is more suitable for 
students who haven’t much 
money to spend.”

Mr. Perry felt the government 
yrould not have enough control 
of University expenditures if 
only two members of the Board 
were appointed by the Lieut. 
Governor In Council.

He pointed out there are now 
representatives of labor and 
farmers on the board.

If Mrs. Sleeves appointees 
were accepted, he said, he saw 
no reason why there should not 
be representatives of miners, 
loggers, fishermen, the Canadian 
Legion . . . "and I could go on 
ad Infinitum, but we are not 
going to have class legislation 
of this kind."

contain reference to certain 
findings of the committee, re­
garding government purchases 
and tenders.
“We obtained, In committee, a 

clear picture of public accounts 
and purchasing methods," Mr. 
Winch said. "We have now, for 
the first time, the startling ad­
mission as to policies followed In, 
government purchases, yet this 
report contains no mention of 
these matters.
•VICIOUS PRINCIPLE’

"We have learned It la the 
practice for defeated government 
candidates to advise the govern­
ment on purchases—we feel this 
Is a vicious principle, because the 
defeated candlate has been re­
pudiated by the electors.”

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., 
Comox, objected to member» of 
the house, "especially when 
they are ministers” conducting 
business for their companies 
with the government He saM 
he was not suggesting any 
wrong-doing, but “It la ex­
tremely Injudicious.”
H. W. Hsrridge, C.C.F., Rosa- 

land-TraU, said that In Kaslo- 
Slocan there has been the great­
est orgy of political patronage 
known In B.C.’s history. He said 
people went to him and said they 
couldn’t do anything else but 
vote Liberal. If people wanted 
to get on relief they had to pur- ' 
chase at certain stores.
PREJUDICED ADVICE

T. D. Pattullo, Liberal, Prince 
Rupert, said he had never admit­
ted only the elected members had 
the sole right to advise on pur­
chases.

"As Premier, I would never 
go to the CCT, for instance, 
for advice—because I know 
that advice would be 
prejudiced.”
Dr. J. J. Gillls, Liberal, Tale, 

said: “I don’t deny there might 
be a little patronage In certain [ 
constituencies — but not nearly 
as much as the Opposition would 
tell you. Certainly there la 
bound to be a little patronage.1
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House Rules 
Out Labor Act 
Amendment

Oil Bill Posses Third 
Reading in Legislature

To Open Peace River Reserves to 
Drilling by Private Interests; 
Pattullo, Winch Contest Move

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 12. — A pro­
posed amendment to the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act by which employers would 
have been required to deal with 
unions of their employees’ choice 
was . defeated by a vofe of 27 to 
14 in the Legislature Wednesday 
afternoon.

As at present constituted, the 
act provides that employers must 
deal with agents chosen by their 

them.

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Feb. 12.—Contested every inch of the way 
by T. D. Pattullo, former premier, the act to amend the Coal 
and Petroleum Act, which will open Peace River oil reserves 
to drilling by private interests passed its third reading in the 
Legislature Wednesday night.

Only formality remaining before it becomes law is ap­
proval by Lieutenant Governor W. C. Woodward, this after­
noon. Bill

Mr. Pattullo, who had the solid 
support of the opposition, looked 
on the oil reserve as a potential 
source of révenue with which 
British Columbia might be able 
to maintain its social welfare 
services. He warned that funds 
for this purpose might be hard 
to come by, with provincial re­
venue slashed by the Dominion 
agreement on taxation.
FORESEES STRIKE

"I’m satisfied that we’re going 
to strike oil sooner or later—and 
probably sooner,” he declared 
earnestly.

Harold Winch, opposition lead­
er, added his voice to Mr. Pat- 
tullo’s.

“We have handed away enough 
of our natural resources in the 
past, and B. C. has not benefited,” 
he said. “We feel very strongly 
that those oil potentialities 
should be reserved for the pro­
vince.”

Mr. Winch saw it as a “strange 
coincidence" that a similar drive 
had been made to open the So­
cial Securities- Act, this he assert­
ed was done by individuals to 
seek a return to the grand old 
days when mining was done in 
the stock market.”

Money for further oil exploita-

personnel to represent 
They are not, however, required 
to recognize any union as a col­
lective bargaining agency.
PEARSON CHALLENGED

Opposition m e mtb e r s, who 
fought for the bill through a two- 
hour debate, warned that failure 
to protect labor interests by the 
legislation suggested might re­
sult in damage to the war effort 
through strikes and industrial 
friction. The Kirkland Lake gold 
mines tie-up was cited as an ex­
ample of what may occur in Brit­
ish Columbia.

Labor, declared E. E. Winch, 
C.C.F. member for Burnaby, In 
a challenge hurled at Labor 
Minister George S. Pearson, is ] 
not satisfied with its treatment. 
“If the law will not adapt itself 

to their needs, they’ll have to do 
it outside the law,” he said.

Mr. Winch added that in his 
opinion,

emment, Mr. Pattullo insisted. 
He lashed out at Hon. Herbert 
Anscomb, Minister of Mines, who 
Introduced the amendment.

"There has been more wind 
and less substance from this hon­
orable gentleman than from any 
other member in the House,” he 
said.
LOSING BATTLE

Mr. Pattullo carried his losing:

with the proviso that the fixed 
figure hold until other rates 
were provided by legislation.

Defeated In this, he then 
sought to peg royalty at a defin­
ite 15 percent of gross proceeds, 
should oil be struck. This would 
be additional to «the annual 
rental of 15 cents per acre as 
provided in the act.

Mr. Winch asked that the third 
and final reading be given six

Pearson "repre­
sents, less than before, even, the 
interests of labor.”

Dr. Joseph Gillis (Lib., Yale) 
resented what he termed a per­
sonal attack on the minister.

“Mr. Pearson has done a good 
job, and should be given credit 
for it," he aaid.
BLAMES AGITATORS 

The Yale member blamed the 
majority of strikes on "highly- 
paid agitators." General work­
ing conditions in British Colum­
bia were satisfactory, and he 
had found labor "happy."

Dr. Gillis clashed with Her­
bert Gargrave (C.CJF., Mac­
kenzie) over an allusion to “a 
millionaire race-horse owner 
attempting to tell men how 
many rivets they shall drive in 
a given time.” Mr. Gargrave 
offered the allegation as an 
ominious sign of a government 
policy which will hamper war 
work by* alienating labor sym­
pathies.
Dr. Gillis didn’t believe the as­

sertion. He pointed out that men 
of wide experience have a valu- 
ablé place in directed war pro­
duction.

B.C. Legislature 
Winds Up Session

Wells
dropped 
Tuesda; 
battaliq 
bla woi 
ard ma 
Ottawa 

The 
era! a 
ago. I 
Mr. C 
otad 

. weigh 
no del

VICTORIA, Feb. 12. — First' 
session of British Columbia’s 
twentieth Legislature was pro­
rogued this afternoon by Lieut- 
Gov. W. C. Woodward, who 
entered the Legislative Chamber 
at 3 pan. to approve the list ol 
bills passed.

Overshadowed by greater 
events at Ottawa and In the Far 
Eaat British Columbia members 
brought In three acts Important 
to the future of the province. 
They were:
1. An amendment to the Coal and 

Petroleum Act opeplng Peace 
River on lands to private en­
terprise on a royalty basis.

2. An act, wide In scope, to pre- 
l pare the way for soldiers who

"-™-- war’s end

Helg 
woods, 
forestr 
lature 
Orchar 
of the 

,t;ated

will return at war’s end 
through a post war rehabilita­
tion committee.
An act, ceding income and cor-

i to the Dominion 

îtn for a fixed


