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ProviNCIAL LIBRARY,
Vicroria, December 10th, 1918. "

The Hon. J. W. de B. Farris, K.C., %
Attorney-General of British Columbia,
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, B.C.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you herewith Memoir
No. IV. of the Archives Department, entitled “ House of Assembly
Correspondence Book, 1856-1859.” This bulletin completes the first
series of publications relating to the inauguration and progressive
development of the Colonial Government of Vancouver Island. The
letters which passed between the Governor, Legislative Council, and
House of Assembly throw light on the working of our earliest !
Legislature and the public questions of that day. It is a pity
that the Ordinances of the Colony from 1850 to 1857 were not *
printed, for some of the references in the Minutes would be still “
more instructive if read with the Acts themselves. It would be ;
interesting to compare the earliest colonial enactments of that for- f
mative period with their modern counterparts. '

With your permission and approval, the next bulletin will be one
dealing with the earliest official reports on the goldfields of the
Fraser River and in the heart of the great Cariboo District. These
documents should appeal to every one in the Province, for they L
stand as a monument to the achievements of that heroic band of
pioneers and adventurers who laid the foundation of the Province
of British Columbia. His Honour Judge F. W. Howay, a high
authority on the early history of the Pacific slope in general, and of
the gold excitement in particular, has very kindly consented to edit
the memoir.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant, 1
E. 0. S. SCHOLEFIELD, ) ;
Librarian end Archivist.
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Between His Excellency the Governor, Legislative Council,
and the House of Assembly.
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12th Aug., 1856. Clerk of House to Governor:
Election of John Sebastian IHelmcken as Speaker;
Robert Barr appointed Clerk; application for books

and grant of Vancouver Island, ete. ...........counns 13
19th Aug., 1856. Clerk of House to Governor: Motion for use of law
AR A ST g o B S DI S RS PR £ T 13
26th Aug., 1856. Speaker to House: Reply to motion for use of law
D gy AR SR S MRS NS S e e B 13
98th Aug., 1856. Speaker to Governor: Application for correct copy of
grant of Vancouver Island ............cooivinnnnenn 14
27th Nov., 1856. Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Colonial Accounts,
U L g b oo 1 AR ey P (. SRR 14
98th Nov.. 1836. Speaker to Governor: Copies of public documents;
funds subject to control of Assembly, ete. ........... 15
6th Dec. 1856. Governor to Speaker: Public Accounts; revenue; coal
royalty ; revenue from liquor licenses ............... 15
Gth Dec. 1856. Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging returns; charges
against License Fund ..........cccviemnnineniiinnnans 16
10th Dec., 18356. Governor to Speaker: Public Accounts; coal royalty
and 1iquor licenSes ......c.cevusreaccecncsncnnsncnnnas 17
10th Dec., 1836. Speaker to Governor: Tendering thanks for message
and information touching Public Accounts of 1856.... 17
13th Dec.. 1856. Speaker to Governor: Requesting census statistics ... 17
17th Dec.. 1836. Governor to Speaker: Transmitting census returns ... 18
18th Dee.. 1856. Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging census returns;
Mr. Robert Barr tenders resignation as Clerk ....... 18
1Sth Dec.. 1856G. Speaker to Governor: Transmitting first Supply Bill
TR A S A B TR o R Y 18

7th April, 1857. Governor to Speaker: Transmitting Supply Bill, Rules
of Court, and Minutes of Council, 14th February, 1856 20

7th April. 1857. Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Governor's mes-

sage of April Tth, IS5T ........cevvicninnnnnnnnnan. 21
Tth April, 1857. Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Supreme Court
Baleghciact o B Rt e S LA ) s i T o 21
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Tth April, 1857.
(Undated.)
Tth April, 1857.
21st April. 1857
21st April, 1857
21st April, 1857.
ath May, 1857.
1Sth May, 1857.
28th May, 1857
1st June, 1837.
1st June, 1857
25th June, 1857.
1st June, 1857
8th June, 1857.
Sth June, 1857.
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ments in roads; Supply Bill ... l. 2 800 Tl
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Supply Bill and
resolution touching license funds .......... PR«
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolution on pub-
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Governor to Speaker: House of Assembly’'s remon-
strance against amendment to Supply Bill by Council ;
post-office ; public roads; Postal and Road Estimates,
2N T g | et U5 s § 2 5 S O PR S S S e et S S
Speaker to Governor: Council amendments to Supply
Bill ' resented Dy HOUSE . . cerrrnssnnanamannsson
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolution on
duties on licensed houses collected in 1856 .........
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting address (See
Minutes of House) and motion for returns of income
A eE PR e s L e e R

Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolution request-
ing copies of laws enacted by Council ...............
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging returns of in-
come and expenditure, 1855 and 1856, and transmitting
resolutions on Reciprocity Treaty and Inferior Court
1] gl 87 ) B £17 L n Lo TR S S e SR e S R e

Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolution respect-
ing royally on Kanaimo eoal ol o6 il e e
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Bill to enfranchise
the Towa of Viekarin ool S0 s s s i
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging copy of Act
regulating Importation of Spirituous Liquors; An Act
prohibiting Gift or Sale of Spirituous Liquors to In-
dians; An Ordinance respecting the Colonial Church at
8 L i) 5 b B 5 O et ey E sl S e AR B 8 e
Governor to Speaker: Transmitting laws enacted by
Governor and Council; information relative to the In-
ferior Court of Civil Justice; letter from the Honour-
able David Cameron, Chief Justice ..........cc.....
Governor to Speaker: Touching Nanaimo coal royal-
tien; no denmand Tor e0Rl ..o\ . 0u SRTE (o e

Governor to Speaker: Reciprocity Treaty and progress
of NeBOHIREIONE ... oo vidm s il dainn TSl Tate aixin/Stakiat s

24

24

26

27

28

29
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16th July,

11th Aug.,

11th Aug.,

11th Aug,

11th Dec.,

11th Deec.,

19th Dec.,

19th Dec.,

19th Dec.,

19th Dec.,

19th Dec.,

29th Apr.,

29th April,

15th June,

1857.

1857.

1857.

1838.
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Speaker to Governor : Transmitting addresses touching
extension of Canadian Reciprocity Treaty with U.S. to
Vancouver Island; non-payment of royalties upon
S T T R SR S e SR I P Sy
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Bill for registra-
tion of Births, Deaths, and Marriages ..............
Speaker to Governor: Return relating to beer-house
R R T ) el St i i L o o, o0 0 e e 9
Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging addresses from
House on beer-house licenses and revision of liquor
B R L o o e L STR 4 S0 A Sk &) S 5 o B o o
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging His Excellency’s
message of August 5th, 1857, dealing with liquor license
T A e a0 N S N R R TR
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolutions asking
for information respecting Bill to enfranchise Town of
Victoria, Bill for Registration of Births, Deaths, and
SRR DT BED 0 §ons o Dhoicaat s et n:ie . w s o i om0 v
Speaker to Governor: Report of Committee on Public
Schools; moving Victoria District School nearer the
Town of Victoria ; dilapidated condition of Craigflower
O T o o e i o . e e e e 1
Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging report of Com-
mittee on Public Schools; school fees ...............
Governor to Speaker: Touching Bill to enfranchise the
Town of Victoria and Bill for the Registration of
Births, Deaths, and Marriages; Public Accounts; grants
oEtiand to @IBEriet SEHOOIS ... . i e i caavidals o o e
Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging Bill for the regis-
tration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages ............
Governor to Speaker : Acknowledging Bill to enfranchise
ARETONIOE FICIOEIR o v ol s e e o @ s e
Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging resolutions re-
specting licenses on beer houses ..............c0u.nn
Speaker to Governor: Touching law relating to licens-
ing of inns, public and beer houses .................
Speaker to Governor: Requesting copy of evidence
given before Committee of House of Commons to en-
quire into affairs of Hudson's Bay Company .........
Speaker to Governor : Transmitting resolutions relating
to conference between the Legislative Council and
ot G R P ENamMDET NS R A M ce s sa s w v ane

30
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30

31

32

34
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Speaker to Governor : Acknowledging returns forwarded
by Governor; duties on licensed houses; reserves of
springs and old well for use of public; Victoria School-
DUDMIBR. = s mis 6 o s 5 g S8 0 i S = I B D

Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging resolutions re-
specting water springs and old well, ete. ............

Governor to Speaker: Transfer of Victoria Colonial
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Governor to Speaker: Public Gaol, Public Hospital, ete.
Governor to Speaker: Duties on licensed houses ....
Governor to Speaker: Return of vessels entered at

Port of Victoria; Customs Regulations ..............
Governor to Speaker: Public Gaol ..................

Governor to Speaker: Removal of Victoria School ...
Governor to Speaker: Duties on licensed houses; ship-
b vl b1 O R S B s G R
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Governor's com-
munication; salary of Collector of Customs .........
Governor to Speaker: Removal of Victoria District
375l e 1) (e o RO S R A P PRI L L
Governor to Speaker: Salary of Collector of Customs,
(1 e R SR © e e R e A e e e
Governor to Speaker: Income returns, 1857 .........
Governor to Speaker: Bill to enfranchise Town of
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Governor to Speaker: Forwarding Inns and Beer
Houses Bill; Supply Bill; License Bill ..............
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging receipt of Bills
Speaker to Governor: Presenting request for public
road from Craigflower to Hospital Road, Esquimalt,
passing barracks at Constance Cove ...........eun.n
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolutions touch-
ing franchise of the Town of Victoria ...............
Governor to Speaker: Act for enfranchising the Town
of Vietoia ;) caluse ol (delay < ol csnoe v il
Speaker to Governor: Requesting Statutes, Journals,
Gazettes of Upper and Lower Canada, and publications
of British Government for use of House ............

36
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25th Jan.,

25th Jan.,

5th Feb.,

oth Feb.,

Sth Feb.,

5th Feb.,

21st Feb.,

15th Feb.,

22nd Feb.,

22nd Feb.,

15th Feb.,

31st March,
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Gth April,
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1859.

1859.

1859.

1859,

1859.

18359.

1859.

1839.

1859.

1859.

1859.

1859.

1859.

1859.

1859.

1859.
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Speaker to Governor: Removal of Indians from Indian
Reservation on Victoria Harbour ...................
Speaker to Governor : Reservations of lands for educa-
tional purposes recommended ......................
Governor to Speaker : Acknowledging resolution respect-
ing proposed reservations of lands for school purposes
Governor to Speaker: Removal of Indians from reser-
vation on Victoria Harbour; Governor’s observations
N RIP AR O IR 0750 & s womciins: 5o wisuddlnimi . 51w a5 4 s/ ln a0 aie
Speaker to Governor: Reservation of certain lands;
removal of Indians from Victoria Reservation .......
Governor to Speaker : Acknowledging request of House
of Assembly for bookS .......iviiuiniininnnnnnannnn
Governor to Speaker: Intimating that Hudson's Bay
Company cannot without much inconvenience continue
to allow use of apartment for meetings of Assembly;
House thereafter to meet in Court-room of new Police
L1 R R et RS KR T SO S R
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting address praying for
immediate removal of Northern Indians from Victoria
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting resolution request-
ing a thorough investigation before rescinding of
charter, or grant, of January 13th, 1849 ............
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Governor's com-
munication with reference to new meeting-place of
Lo 2tk ey TR e R N S A T S
House of Assembly to Governor: Reservations of lands
for educational and public purposes; requesting that
resolution of January 25th be complied with ........

Speaker to Governor: Address praying for Mint ....
Speaker to Governor: Respecting progress of Bill to
entranchise Town of VICtorla ....ccsvccercccasasnens
Governor to Speaker: Bill to enfranchise Town of
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Governor to Speaker: Respecting the establishment
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Governor to Speaker: Acknowledging address with
reference to enquiry into affairs of Colony ..........
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PAGE.
Governor to Captain De Courcy. R.N.: Removal of
NortherR Ta@ianE & O . i L T I 52

Courcy, M. de, Captain, R.N., to Governor, H.M.S.
“ Pylades,” Esquimalt Harbour: Removal of Northern
Indians from ‘Settlement: .. dfis Jo vl Jobie et e R
Governor to Speaker: Reserves of land for school and
general PHEPOSES’ & 3w ws it wh adarma nd atihe o« cilihite i SRR 53
Governor to Speaker: Removal of Indians from Indian
Reservation at Vietorfa ........ccccviiiinanainccinn 54
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Bills respecting
marriages, property of religious institutions, and regis-

tration of conveyances and other deeds ..... v e NI 55
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Bill respecting

macadamizing of certain streets, ete. ................ 55
Speaker to Governor: Transmitting Game Bill ...... 56

Speaker to Governor: Need of buoys in Victoria Har-
17000 et it e mn g e e s e i o s i e L 36
Governor to Speaker: Survey of Victoria Harbour by
Captain George Richards, R.N.; suggests expenditure

O B O e o et aaal <t =1a) = (i e i s o e Bl o 56
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Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Governor's com-
munication with reference to Captain Richard's survey

of Victoria HAXDOIE - s iois nsince ain o eiaiske e avl s winat sfon 57
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OVEE JATREE BBAY " o a i vivis 0inse w5 0w aboe! a1 allslw s i 4 e 6 R 57
Speaker to Governor: New Government Buildings and
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Speaker to Governor: Reporting no funds for placing
buoys in Victoria Harbour .......es.75 .00 SORCEE 58
Speaker to Governor: Captain G. H. Richard's report
on Victoria Harbour ........ R e o ST & R B 59
Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging communication
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Speaker to Governor: Bill for removal of remains of
deceased persons from a deserted graveyard in Victoria
to-a new 'burial sronnd ™. . .. il e e e e A T 59
Speaker to Governor: Returning Bills relating to
property of religious institutions and marriages on
Vancouver's Island ..... RA bR ot el 60
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4th June, 1859. Speaker to Governor: Acknowledging Governor's com-
munication authorizing expenditure of £250 for buoying
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Gth June, 1859. Speaker to Governor: Requesting new writ for elec-
tion of member for Nanaimo District ............... 60
30th June, 1859. Speaker to Governor: Return of John Swanston for
Nanaimo on June 23rd, 1859 ...........cccvennnnnnn 61
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Book. S

1856 to 1859. ,1 ‘ ; Z

VicToriA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
August 12th, 1856. 1] ot

To His Exccllency James Douglas, Esqr., Governor, &ec., &c., &c. :

Sie,—I am instructed by the House of Assembly to transmit &
to Your Excellency the following resolutions passed this day in the {7
House aforesaid:— t ;
It was proposed by Mr. Helmcken, That Mr. Pemberton be | Election of }
appointed the Speaker of the said House. Seconded by Mr. |SPeaker
Kennedy.

An amendment was proposed by Mr. Langford, That Mr. |Hon. J. s.
Helmcken be appointed the Speaker of the said House. Seconded | Hemeken- i
by Mr. Yates and carried.

It was proposed by Mr. Pemberton, That Mr. Barr be appointed | Robert Barr

Clerk pro tem. Seconded by Mr. Yates and carried. flg'fc,,,_ /&
It was then proposed by Mr. Skinner, That an application be | Library !
made to the Governor that proper and efficient books, &c., be |reaured: '
supplied to the House. Seconded by Mr. Pemberton and carried.
It was then proposed by Mr. Skinner, That the House do \
adjourn until Tuesday next, the 19th day of August next ensuing, ’
at the hour of 11 in the forenoon. i/
I am, &ec., &c.,
(Signed) ROBERT BARR,
Clerk pro tem.
T e iy 5
]
i
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
August 19th, 1856. 14
MotioN No. 4. ,'
“That application be made for the use of the law works, the | Law books. ff
property of the Colony.” |
August 26th, 1856. -f‘
REPLY. ‘

The Speaker informed the House that any law books, the il
property of the Colony, could be placed upon the table, the names ' b




14 House of Assembly

26 Aug., 1856. | of such books being given, with this proviso, that none be taken
Kbz away, but given up immediately the House adjourned, as the said
books are placed under the immediate charge of His Excellency
the Governor.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
August 28th, 1856.
MortioN No. 12.

Grant of “That respectful application be made to His Excellency the
Island. Governor for a correct copy of the Grant of the Island and of any
other documents of a public nature calculated to throw light upon
the political position of Vancouver's Island Colony, likewise a
general Abstract of Colonial Accounts since the first formation of
the Colony up to the present time, showing the present income and
expenditure.”
REPLY.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
VicToriA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
27th November, 1856.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

Message. I herewith transmit the documents described in the accompany-
ing Schedule for your information.

Public The Colonial Accounts extending to the close of 1855 are not

S yvet completed, and therefore cannot be laid before the House in

Public lands. | full. You will, however, find among the documents now trans-
mitted a full account of all lands appertaining to the public domain
of this Colony which have been sold up to the 10th day of October
last, and also a classified abstract of the expenditure of the Colony
for the year ending with the 1st day of November, 1855.
Land sales, In addition to the proceeds arising from sales of the public
AR domain appearing in the documents herewith, the sum of £6,193 0 0
has been received from the Hudson’s Bay Company for lands
purchased on their account within the Colony. Further documents
relative to the financial state of the Colony will be sent to the
House as soon as they are made up.
Official I have to recommend that a sufficient money appropriation be
(I made by the House to defray the expense of preparing any docu-
ments required for their information in future, as there are at
present no funds at my disposal for that purpose.

I beg that the Charter of Grant of Vancouver’s Island may be
returned, as I have no other copy.

(Signed) James DOUGLAS,
Governor, Vancouver's Island.

s S
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Extract from Governor Douglas’ Despatch to W. G. Smith,
Esqr., Secretary, Hudson's Bay Company, dated 19th July, 1855.

Extract from Governor Douglas’ Despatch to W. G. Smith,
Esqr., dated 16th October, 1856, containing an Abstract of Accounts
from November, 1854, to November, 1855.

Abstract from Surveying Department showing Sales of Land
from the commencement of the same up to December, 1854,

Copy of the Charter of Grant of Vancouver's Island.

HoUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,

November 2Sth, 1856.

The Speaker begs to inform His Excellency the Governor that
the House of Assembly met yesterday and adopted the follow-
ing resolutions, and ordered the same to be presented to Your
Excellency :—

1st. That the thanks of this House be presented to His
Excellency the Governor for his communication of the 27th Novem-
ber, 1856, and that the subject contained therein relating to a
supply of money for copying documents, &c., will be taken into
consideration at an early period.

2nd. It was resolved that respectful application be made on
the part of the House of Assembly to know what funds are subject
to its control, and, if any, the amount of the same and from what
source derived? Also what fund is the royalty upon coal paid
into?

3rd. T. J. Skinner, Esqr., was elected Chairman of Committee
and Deputy Speaker.

The House adjourned until Saturday next, to meet at 10 a.m.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
Vicroria, V.I.,
6th December, 1856.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have further to transmit with this communication Abstracts
of the Income and Expenditure of the Colony of V.I. for the two
years ending respectively with 31st day of October, 1853 and 1854.

I have received your Speaker’s address of the 3rd day of
December, and highly appreciate your complimentary message.

In reply to the following questions of the House: * What
funds are subject to its control? The amount of such funds; from
what source derived; and to what fund is the royalty upon coal
paid into?” I would observe that I am not at present prepared

27 Nov., 1856,
Returns.

Revenues,

Speaker to
Governor.

Copying
publie
documents.

Revenues.

Coal royalty.

T. J. Skinner
elected Deputy
Speaker.

Message.

Public
Accounts,

Sources of
revenue.
Coal royalties.

[T —y
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House of Assembly

6 Dec., 1856.

Revenue and
coal royalty.

Liquor licenses
only revenue.

Revenue from
liquor licenses.

Speaker to
Governor.

License Fund.

to give the House a reliable and decided answer. My own
impression, however, is that the House can exercise a direct
control only over the revenue raised in the Colony through the
act of the general Legislature. The revenue derived from the tax
on licenced houses is therefore, I conceive, the only fund absolutely
at our disposal; the proceeds arising from land sales, royalties,
and timber duties being remitted and placed to account of the
Reserve Fund in England, which is, however, also exclusively
applicable for Colonial purposes, with the exception of 10 per
cent. allowed by virtue of the Charter of Grant to the Hudson's
Bay Company.

The amount of revenue derived from the duty on licensed
houses for the respective years mentioned is given in the annexed
table :—

Xear S8BT o B i e i b gt (kTR £220 0 0
i BB T e e e e T e e £460 0 0
e R S AL R IR A AR el B L e £340 0 0

These sums are also embodied in the Abstract of the Colonial
Accounts transmitted to the House.
(Signed) JamEeEs DOUGLAS,
Governor, Vancouver’'s Island.

Abstract of Income and Expenditure of the Colony of Van-
couver’s Island for the Year ending 31st October, 1853 and 1854.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMEBLY, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
December 6th, 1856.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the House of Assembly resolved this day:—

1st. That the Speaker be requested to thank His Excellency
the Governor on behalf of this House for the information so
promptly and courteously afforded. and further to apply to His
Excellency for similar information for the year ending November,
1856, as also to ask whether there is any charge against the License
Fund, to come under their control from that date.

The House of Assembly will meet again on Wednesday next
at 11 a.m., and resolve itself into a Committee of Supply.

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
Victoria, 10th December, 1856.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your address through Mr. Speaker’'s com-
munication of the 6th December, and I thank you gentlemen for
your kind message.

I herewith transmit for your information an Abstract of the
Expenditure and Income of the Colony made up to the 31st day of
October last; excepting, however, the income derivable from the
royalty on coals, and the duty on timber, of which a statement
will be sent to the House as soon as the returns are received.

With respect to your inquiry touching the application of the
duty on licenced houses for the year 1856, I have to inform the
House that the whole sum derived from that source of revenue was
paid over to the Hudson's Bay Company immediately after collec-
tion, and was carried with the other proceeds of revenue to the
credit of the General Colony Account, as shewn by the abstract of
the year's income transmitted with this communication.

(Signed) JamEs DoUGLAS,
Governor, Vancouver's Island.

Abstract of Income and Expenditure on account of Vancouver's
Island Colony for Twelve Months ending 31st October, 1836.

HoUSE oF ASSEMBLY, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
December 10th, 1856.

The Speaker, on the part of the House of Assembly, has
respectfully to acknowledge the receipt of a gracious communica-
tion and an Abstract of the Income and Expenditure for the Year
1856 from His Excellency the Governor, and to inform His
Excellency that the House of Assembly unanimously resolved,
*That the thanks of this House be presented to His Excellency
the Governor for the same.”

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoUSE oF ASSEMBLY, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
December 13th, 1856.

The Speaker begs to inform His Excellency the Governor that
the House met this day and adopted the following resolution,
viz. :—

2
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18 House of Assembly
13 Dec., 1856. *“That a requisition be made to His Excellency the Governor
gﬁ:‘g‘;‘t’m for a copy of the last census of the population of the Island, and
other such statisties connected therewith.”
The House of Assembly will meet again on Thursday next at
11 a.m.
(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
VICTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
17th December, 1856.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:
Message. I have received Mr. Speaker's communication of the 13th Day

Census returus.

Speaker to
Governor.

Census returns.

Clerk resigns.

Speaker to

Governor.
First Supply
Bill.

of December, containing the requisition of the House for a copy
of the last census of the population of Vancouver's Island, and I
have in consequence the honor of forwarding with this letter the
documents described in the annexed Schedule.

Not having time to procure copies, I have sent the original
documents, which the House will probably cause to be returned
when convenient.

(Signed) JaMmESs DoOUGLAS,
Governor, Vancouver's Island.

No. 1. Census Returns, V.I. Colony, 1855. No. 2 Indian popu-
lation, V.I., 1856.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
December 18th, 1856.

The Speaker, on behalf of the House of Assembly, begs respect-
fully to acknowledge the receipt of the * census " of the inhabitants
and Indians of Vancouver's Island from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, and has the honor, in the name of the House, to thank His
Excellency for the same, and that they shall be returned at an
early period.

He has also to inform His Excellency that Mr. R. Barr wishes
to resign his office of ““ Clerk of the House " pro tem.

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
December 1Sth, 1856.

The Speaker begs to inform His Excellency the Governor and
Council that the enclosed Appropriation Bill was first voted in
“ Committee of Supply,” and has subsequently passed through the




% iy

;
L_
i

Correspondence Book.

19

usual stages of first, second, and third readings. and that it is
now presented by ovder of the House for the consideration of His
Excellency the Governor and Council.

(Signed) J.S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

The following is the Bill referred to in the preceeding letter,
entitled

A Bill for the Appropriation of certain Moneys for the Use
of the House of Assembly of Vancouver's Isld.

Whereas it is necessary that certain sums of money be voted
for defraying the unavoidable expenses attending the conduction
of the business of this House of Assembly of Vancouver’'s Island:
Be it enacted :—

1st. That £50 sterling be placed at the disposal of His Excel-
lency the Governor to defray the expenses of copying statistics
and documents for the use of this House.

2nd. That £10 sterling be given to Mr. Barr for his passed
(sic) services as Clerk of this House.

3rd. That £5 sterling be granted to Mr. Andrew Muir for his
past services of Sergeant-at-Arms.

4th. That £25 be allowed for the salary of the Clerk of the
House for the year 18357.

5th. That £15 be allowed for the salary of the Sergeant-at-
Arms & Messenger for the year 1857.

Gth. That £20 sterling be granted for lighting, heating, and
furnishing the House for the year 1837.

Tth. That £5 sterling be granted for stationery for the use of
the Members of the House of Assembly.

8th. That the above items be paid out of the revenue derived
from the licenses of July 16th, 1856.

Read the third time this 18th day of December, 1856, and
ordered to be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor and
Council.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

The following resolution relating to the Sth clause of the above
Bill was added as a rider, December 13th, 1856 :—

“That, in the opinion of this House, the revenue derived from
licenses on the 16 day of July 1856 ought to be withdrawn from
the credit of the ‘Trust Fund.'”

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

18 Dec. 1856.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
April Tth, 1857.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I herewith return the Act of the 18th day of December, 1856,
granting certain sums of money for the purpose of defraying the
ordinary expenses of the House of Assembly, which passed the
Council on the 14 day of February of this year, without altera-
tion in any of its material provisions.

I also forward with this communication, for the use of the
House of Assembly, a copy of the “ Rules and Manner of Proceed-
ing of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice for Vancouver’s Island,”
which received the approval of the Governor and Council on the
17th day of February last and was published on the same day.

(Signed) James DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

Schedule 1. Copy of Minutes of Council, 14 Febr. 1857.

2. Rules of Supreme Court.

Copy of Minutes of a Council held at Victoria, Vancouver’s
Island, on the 14 day of February, 1857.

The Council having met this morning pursuant to a summons
issued on the 13th of this present month, the Governor being
present and the following Members vizt.:—

John Tod, Senior Member,
Roderick Finlayson,
John Work,

The Governor then proceeded to lay before the Council An
Act granting the Sum of £130 for defraying the Unavoidable
Expenses of the House of Assembly, which was read a third time
and passed the House on the 18th day of December last.

The Council having read the several clauses of the said Act,
it was proposed as an amendment, That the following words
should be omitted in the preamble, vizt.: “ Attending the conduc-
tion of the business”; and the following words in the 8th clause,
vizt.: *“ Licenses of July 16th, 1856 "”; and that the Act be as
follows :—

A Bill granting certain Sums of Money for the Use of the
House of Assembly of Vancouver's Island.

Whereas it is necessary that certain sums of money be voted
for defraying the unavoidable expenses of the House of Assembly
of Vancouver's Island: Be it therefore enacted.

The clauses following are exactly the same as those in the
original Bill, with the exception of the 8th clause, which runs
thus :(—
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Sth clause. That the above items be paid out of the revenue
derived from the duty charged on licensed houses.
The Act so amended was approved and passed.
(Signed) JaMmEes DouGLas,
Governor.
Victoria, 7 April, 1857.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
April 7Tth, 1837.

The Speaker, on behalf of the House of Assembly, begs to
acknowledge the receipt (of) a copy of the “ Rules and Manner
of Proceeding of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of Vancou-
ver's Island” from His Excellency the Governor; also “a copy
of Minutes of Council, 14th February,” relating to certain amend-
ments proposed in the Bill of Supply.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
April 7Tth, 1857.

To His Euxcellency the Governor and the Honble. Members of
Council :

The Speaker has the honor to transmit to Your Excellency
and the Honble. Members of Council :—

1st. A copy of the report of the Committee appointed by the
House Assembly to enquire into the postal arrangements of Van-
couver's Isld.

2nd. A copy of a petition from certain Colonists, praying for
varieus improvements in roads and extensions of the same. Also
a resolution of the House of Assembly thereon.

3rd. The “Bill for the Granting of certain Sums of Money
for the Use of the House of Assembly,” and also a resolution of
the House of Assembly relating thereto, as regards certain amend-
ments proposed thereim, rejecting the same.

The House will meet again April 21st, 1857,

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

7 Apr., 1857.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND.
To His Excellency the Governor and Honble. Members of Council:

The Speaker. in returning the enclosed “ Bill for the Granting
of certain Supplies for the Use of the House of Assembly.” has
the honor to lay before Your Excellency and the Honble. Members
of Council the following resolution relating thereto:—

“That, in the opinion of this House, the funds derived from
the licenses granted in July, 1856, are under its control, and
therefore that the Sth clause of the Bill remain as it stood in the
original.”

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY VANCOUVER'S ISLAND.
April Tth, 1837.

To His Excellency the Governor and Honble. Members of Council:

The annexed petition was presented to this House, and the
following resolution relating thereto proposed and carried nem.
CONn. :—

“That the consideration of His Excellency the Governor be
earnestly requested to the substance of the petition; at the same
time mentioning ‘That a road to accommodate settlers in the
neighbourhood of Gonzalo Point is still more required, and a road
leading to Cadboro Bay much required. Also that the circum-
stances in this respect of the settlers in the neighbourhood of
Deadman’s River be taken into consideration.”™

(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
21st April, 1857.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker’s
communications of the 7th April, with the accompanying docu-
ments.

With those documents is the *“ Bill providing for the Ordi-
nary Expenses of the House of Assembly,” which the House has
objected to pass as amended by the Council.

I would observe, in reference to that Bill, that the duties
raised on licensed houses for the year 1856 were paid into the
General Colonial Fund and expended, with other proceeds of
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revenue, in the service of the Colony, prior to the Convention of
the House of Assembly in August last, and for that reason are
not at our disposal.

The Council, in amending the Bill, by charging the sums
thereby granted to the revenue derivable from the same source
in 1857, were influenced solely by the knowledge of that fact, and
not from any desire to interfere with the arrangements of the
House of Assembly.

I have received the report of the Committee on postal arrange-
ments and the petition from certain Colonists praying for the
improvement of part of the public roads and for opening new ones
into other parts of the District of Victoria.

Feeling the great importance of the objects recommended in
those papers, I am of opinion that no time should be lost in
providing means for initiating a postal system, securing at once
the twofold object of safety and despatch in the delivery and
transmission of letters, and also that a provision should be
immediately voted by the House for the improvement and open-
ing of public roads.

The Council will cordially co-operate in all measures suggested
by the House for the attainment of those objects.

I herewith annex a scheme of the probable outlay which will
thereby be incurred.

(Signed) James DouGLAs,

Governor.
ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURE.
Postal Expenses.
PoshIRSter, ' SAMAEY o .cvnsssansecsansionsoan £100
RSN P B i vme e sainae 100
ERERRE I LN IR (o5 i s Yo v mi'd p o nnial® 5o m wins 300
£500 £500
Road Exrpenses.
Improvement of public road .............. £200

Opening road from Victoria to Mount Douglas 450
Opening road from Victoria to Point Gonzalo 230

£900 900

£1,400

21 Apr., 1857.
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HoOUSE oF ASSEMBLY,
Vicroria, V.1,
April 21st, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor, on behalf of the House, to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the communication from His Excellency the
Governor relating to certain amendments proposed in the “ Bill
providing for the Ordinary Expenses of the House,” and also
suggestions regarding postal arrangements and the opening and
improving of roads, &c.

The House begs, with every respect, to assure Your Excellency
that it never supposed the Honble. Council intended interfering
with the well-known privilege of the House; at the same time, it
was considered expedient to know with certainty that the money
received from the licenses of 1856 had been expended, of which
there existed some doubt.

In consenting now to the amendments proposed by the Couneil,
“That the various items in the Bill be paid out of the money
derived from the duties on licensed houses for the year 1857,” the
House begs to acquaint Your Excellency that they intend voting
the remainder of such revenue as circumstances may demand.

With regard to the remaining portion of Your Excellency's
communication, the House will take it into consideration this day
fortnight, and give it such attention as the importance of the
subject demands.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
April 21st, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was agreed to by the
House of Assembly this day:—

“That on account of the communication from His Excellency
the Governor explaining that the money derived from the duties
on licensed houses of 1856 had been expended previous to the
creation of this House, this House do agree to the amendments
proposed by the Honble. Council, that the various items be paid out
of the revenue derived from licenses of 1857."”

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.
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HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
May 5th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the House went into Committee this day, and
the following Address agreed to and ordered respectfully to be
forwarded to Your Excellency.

Here follows the Address, for which consunlt the Journal of
the above date.

The following motion was also agreed to.

Here follows Mr. McKay's motion for returns of income and
expenditure, for which see the proceedings of the House of the
above date.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
May 18th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honour to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was unanimously agreed to
this day:—

“That requisition be respectfully made to His Excellency the
Governor for copies of all laws enacted by the Council at present
in force in this Colony.”

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
May 28th, 1857.

The Speaker, on behalf of the House of Assembly, has to
acknowledge the receipt of an Abstract of the Income and Expendi-
ture for the Years 1855 & 56, as also a copy of the Laws and
Ordinances (from 1 to 10) enacted by the Governor and Council,
for which the House passed a vote of thanks to His Excellency the
Governor, after which the following resolutions were unanimously
agreed to:—

“ That requisition be respectfully made to His Excellency the
Governor for information relating to the progress of the negotia-
tions for a Reciprocity Treaty affecting this Colony.”

“ That requisition be made with every respect to His Excellency
the Governor for information relative to the ‘ Inferior Court of
Civil Justice,’ the constitution of the same, and by whose authority
the said Court has been constituted.”

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

5 May, 1857.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
June 1st, 1837.

The Speaker, in compliance with the wishes of the House,
begs to inform His Excellency the Governor that the following
resolution was agreed to this day, as no Member could give the
required information:—

“That requisition be courteously made to His Excellency the
Governor ‘to know whether any royalties upon coal have been
received from Nanaimo for the year 18567 and, if not? the reason
of their being withheld."”

J. S. HELMCEKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
June 1st, 1857.

To His Excellency the Governor and Honble. Council:

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor and Honble. Members of Council that the enclosed “ Bill
to enfranchise the Town of Victoria” was read a third time this
day and finally passed.

J. S. HELMCEKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
June 25th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to acknowledge the receipt from
His Excellency the Governor of the following documents :—

1. Act regulating the Importation of Spirituous Liquors.

2. An Act prohibiting the Gift or Sale of Spirituous Liquors to
Indians.

3. An Ordinance establishing Regulations for the Arrange-
ment of the Affairs of the Colonial Church of Victoria.

4. Copy of a Communication from Chief Justice Cameron,
dated Belmont, 30th May, 1857.

Also three several communications relating to—

1. The Inferior Court of Civil Justice.

2. The Non-receipt of Royalties upon Coal from Nanaimo for
the Year 1856.

3. The Negotiations with the American Government for a
Reciprocity Treaty.

Being the returns moved for upon these subjects respectively.
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The House thanks Your Excellency for the same, and have
appointed a day, July 9th, for taking the same into consideration.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

VIcTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
June 1st, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker's
communication of the 28th May, transmitting a vote of thanks
from the House, which I highly appreciate and receive with the
most grateful feelings.

Copies of certain laws enacted by the Governor and Council,
not previously furnished, are transmitted with this communication
for the information of the House.

In respect to your Address of the 28th day of May, requesting
“ information relative to the Inferior Court of Civil Justice, the
constitution of the same, and by whose authority it has been
constituted.”

I addressed a note of enquiry upon that subject to Chief
Justice Cameron, and herewith forward his reply, containing the
information desired by the House.

I will further remark, in reference to that subject, that the
Court styled in your address “ the Inferior Court of Civil Justice ™
is administered by the same officers and in substance is nothing
more than a subordinate branch of the Supreme Court of Civil
Justice, established by Her Majesty’s Order in Council, dated the
4th day of April, 1856, and is intended for the recovery of small
claims by means of a less costly process than is required in the
case of suits instituted in the Supreme Court.

(Signed) James DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

(Copy of a letter from David Cameron, Esqr., to Governor Douglas,
dated Belmont, May 30th, 1857.)

Sie,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your
Excellency’s note of this date, enclosing an Address from the
House of Assembly, “ That requisition be made with every respect
to His Excellency the Governor for information relative to the
Inferior Court of Civil Justice, the constitution of the same, and
by whose authority it has been constituted.”

25 June, 1857.
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In reply, I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that
the Inferior Court of Civil Justice is founded upon the 9th and
10th Vie., Cap. 95, entitled “ An Act for the More Easy Recovery
of Small Debts and Demands in England, on the 28th Day of
August, 1846.”

English Jurists hold that Englishmen settling or colonizing
new countries carry with them as their birthright not only the
Common Law, but all the Statute Law, which may be suitable to
their circumstances and enacted prior to the foundation of the
Colony.

That this law is suitable and in existence here, as the Colony
was not founded until a few years after its enactment, there can
be no doubt.

As Chief Justice, I have brought it into use to meet the
exigencies of the suitors. Since my appointment suits for petty
debts have become comparatively numerous, and as the process of
the Supreme Court would be too costly and even ruinous to the
<uitors, I have used my discretion and adopted the process of the
9th and 10th Victoria as quoted above.

I have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’s
Most humble servant,
(Signed) Davip CaMERON, C.J.

VicToriA, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
S8th June, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker’s
communication of the 1st June, transmitting a resolution of the
House, to the effect “ That requisition be made to His Excellency
the Governor to know whether any royalties upon coal have been
received from Nanaimo for the year 1856; and, if not, the reason
of their being withheld.”

The House will observe by the Abstract of the Income and
Expenditure of the Colony for the twelve months ending with the
31st day of October, 1856, which I lately forwarded for their
information, that no royalty on coal has been paid in for that
period.

No reason has been assigned for that omission, and I am
really not aware of any law by which the Executive can properly
enforce payment against the proprietors of the coal-mines.

It is known that no coal has been exported, and that none
has been sold within the Colony for the last twelve months; it is
equally notorious that large stocks of coal have been accumulating
at the mines for which there is no demand.
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The coal proprietors may therefore be unwilling, after having
gone to great expense in developing the resources of the Colony,
to incur a further outlay by the payment of duties which probably
exceed the value of the coal.

Whenever the coal is sold the proprietors will be called upon
to pay the royalties; though I hold, as an incontrovertible maxim,
that the taxation of native produce is, in all cases, ruinous in its
effects on commercial enterprize, and directly opposed to every
sound principle of political economy.

(Signed) JaMEs DOUGLAS,
Gavernor.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
June 8th, 185T7.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge your Speaker's communication of the
98th of May, containing the following resolution: “That requi-
sition be made to His Excellency the Governor for information
relating to the progress of the negotiations with the American Gov-
ernment regarding the Reciprocity Treaty affecting this colony.”

I regret to say that I have no other information upon that
subject than is contained in a Despatch from J. F. Crampton, Esqr.,
lately Her Majesty's Minister at Washington, dated 15th February,
1856, which relates that he had addressed a note to Mr. Marcy
stating that the Authorities and the British settlers in Vancouver's
Island had expressed a desire to have that Colony included in the
provisions of the treaty signed at Washington, June, 1854, for a
Reciprocity Treaty of Trade between the United States and certain
British Colonies therein enumerated, and that Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment entirely concurred in the expediency of such a measure,
and had instructed him to ascertain whether the Government of
the United States would be disposed to enter into negotiations for
that purpose.

I have not received a copy of Mr. Marcy's reply to that
Despatch, but Mr. Crampton further relates that when he first
alluded to the subject, Mr. Marcy remarked that, before he could
form any opinion in regard to the expediency of such a measure,
it would be necessary for him to consult some of the representa-
tives in Congress of the States and Territories, who might be
supposed to be more particularly interested in the matter.

Such is the very limited amount of information which I
possess in reference to that subject.

(Signed) James DouGLAs,
Governor.

8§ June, 1857.
Governor

to Speaker.
Nanaimo coal
royalties.

Taxation of
native produce
ruinous.

Reciprocity
Treaty.

Progress of
negotiations.

Colony
anxious for
arrangement.

H. M. Govt.
concurs.

B i




30

House of Assembly

16 July, 1857.

Speaker to
Governor.

Reciprocity
Treaty.

Nanaimo coal
royalties.

Births,
Deaths, and
Marriages.

Governor's
Message on
beer houses.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
July 16th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to forward to His Excellency the
Governor the enclosed Addresses, agreed to unanimously this day.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

1st. An Address in reply to the communication of June 1st
relating to the progress of the negotiations with the American
Government for a Reciprocity Treaty with this Island.

2nd. An Address in answer to a communication of the Sth of
June upon the subject of the non-payment of royalties upon coal
at Nanaimo for the year 1856.

For the Addresses see the proceedings of the House of the
above date—J. S. H.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
August 11th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honour to forward to His Excellency the
Governor and Council for their consideration the enclosed “ Bill
for the Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Van-
couver's Island and its Dependencies.”

J. S. HELMCEKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
August 11th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to acknowledge on the part of the
House the receipt of a Message from His Excellency the Governor
relating to the granting of licenses to beer houses, and containing
a recommendation that the subject be taken into consideration.

The House have appointed the 14th day of August for the
consideration of the subject.

J. S. HELMCKEN.

VicTor1a, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
5th August, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker's letter of the 16th July last,
transmitting two Addresses from the House of the same date,
which shall have my best consideration.
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I have on the present occasion to call the attention of the
House to the Ordinance of the 29th of March, 1853, which author-
izes the licensing of inns, public or beer houses, and regulates
the amount of duty chargeable for general wholesale and retail
licenses, but does not fix the rate of duty chargeable on houses
licensed for the sale of beer only.

An application for a beer license having been made to the
Licensing Magistrates at their late annual meeting by a respectable
citizen of Victoria, it was granted accordingly, and in the absence
of a legally fixed rate, the sum of £20 was charged for the said
license.

I have now to recommend to the House that the license law
be remodelled, or a clause added to that law fixing the amount of
duty to be hereafter charged for licenses to sell beer and other
malt liquors.

(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
Governor.

Receipt of the above acknowledged; see preceeding page.—

J. 8. H.

August 11th, 1857.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

The Speaker has the honor to forward to His Excellency the
Governor the following resolutions adopted by the House this
day :—

The House of Assembly in Committee have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's communication of
the 5th August, 1857, suggesting their consideration of the Ordi-
nance of the 29th March 53, with a view to remodelling the same,
and beg to say the subject shall receive their closest attention
at a future period.

The House is further of opinion that the sense of the House
should have been taken previously to fixing the £20 rate, which
they would suggest was a breach of their privileges.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMELY,
December 11th, 1857.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the House met this day and adopted the following
resolutions, respectfully requesting information thereon:—

1st. For information respecting the “ Bill to enfranchise the
Town of Victoria,” also for the same concerning the “ Bill for the
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.”

11 Aung., 1857.
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2nd. That a copy of the Colonial Accounts for the year 1857
be laid before the House as early as convenient.
3rd. That information be respectfully requested whether any
land be legally attached to the district scheols or not? and, if any,
what extent of land is attached to each.
J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
December 11th, 1S57.

To His Excellency the Governor and Council:

The Speaker begs respectfully to inform His Excellency the
Governor and Council that the report of the Committee appointed
to enquire into the state of the Public Schools, and which is
herewith enclosed, was presented to the House on December 4th
and ordered to be read, after which the following notice of motion
was placed upon the books:—

“That the House go into Committee at its next meeting for
the purpose of considering the propriety of removing the Victoria
Distriet School to a position nearer the Town of Victoria.”

The House met this day, and after some preliminary
proceedings formed itself into Committee, and after discussion
unanimously agreed to the following resolutions:—

1st. That, in the opinion of this House, it is advisable that the
Victoria District School be removed to a position nearer the Town
of Victoria.

2nd. The House would recommend. “ That the school-house
opposite Craig Flower, being in a very delapidated condition, be
thoroughly repaired before being taken off the contractor’s hands.”

It was also resolved that the report of the Committee be
adopted. and that the attention of His Excellency the Governor
and Council be respectfully directed to the matters related therein.

The House then adjourned until December 22nd at 10 a.m.

J. S. HELMCKER,
Speaker.

VIicTor1A, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
19th December, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker's com-
munication of the 11th of August last, transmitting a copy of the
report of the Committee appointed to enquire into the state of
the Public Schools, and also copies of certain resolutions respecting
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the District Schools, which had passed the House in consequence
of the information presented in that report.

I have to thank you for the said report, and to assure the
House that those resolutions shall be laid before the Council for
consideration at an early day.

I herewith transmit for your information the copy of a notice
issued on the 15th instant, respecting the rate of fees authorized
by the Governor and Council in the District Schools of Vancouver's
Island.

JaMmES DoUGLAS,
Governor.

NorICE.

Whereas it appeareth from a report of a Committee of the
House of Assembly appointed to enquire into the state of the
Public Schools of this Colony, and some misapprehension exists
with respect to the District School Fees as authorized by the
Governor and Council :

It is therefore desirable to make known to all whom it may
concern that the Teachers of the District Schools of Vancouver's
Island are, in addition to their annual salary and board allowance
from the Colonial Trust Fund, authorized to receive pupils in the
manner following, and to charge according to the Scale of Fees
bereinafter set forth for each pupil; that is to say, children placed
under the care of the District Teachers for tuition shall be boarded
at the following rates:

1st. Children of Colonists residents

of Vancouver's Island and of ser-
vants of Hudson'’s Bay Company, J

2nd. The children of non-residents, 1 Any sum that may

1 18 guineas per
annum.

not being servants of Hudson's be agreed with
- Bay Company, J the parties.

Day scholars attending the District Schools shall pay at the
following rates for tuition, viz.: Five shillings per quarter of (or)
twenty shillings per annum for the following instruction, viz.:
Reading, English grammar, writing, geography, arithmetic, and
industrial training.

When a higher series of education is given, such as Latin
or other languages and the higher branches of arithmetic and
mathematics, they shall pay an increased rate of school fees to
be arranged between the Governor for the time being and the
Schoolmaster.

3
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In all cases the pupils are to find books and stationery at
their own expense, the same not being provided by the Colony.

RICHARD GOLLEDGE,
Secretary.

Victoria, Vancouver's Isld.,
December 15th, 1857.

By His Excellency’s command.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
19th December, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker's com-
munication of the 11th December, and in ccmpliance with the
request of the House of Assembly, I have to refer you to my
cemmunications of this date for information respecting the “ Bill
to enfranchise the Town of Victoria” and the “Bill for the
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.” I also herewith
transmit a copy of the Expenditure of the Colony for the twelve
months ending with the 31st day of October last, so far as the
returns have been received.

I have also further to inform the House that it is my inten-
tion to make over by way of grant a piece of land for the use
of each of the District Schools, and I have every reason to believe
that the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company
will confirm the said grant.

(Signed) JaMES DoUGLAS,
Governor.

VicToriA, VANCOUVER'S ISLD.,
19th December, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge Mr. Speaker's communication of the
11th of August last, transmitting “ A Bill for the Registration of
Births, Deaths, and Marriages,” which passed the House on the
same day.

It is my intention to submit the said Bill for the consideration
of the Governor and Council at an early day.

(Signed) JamES DoOUGLAS,
Governor.
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VicTor1A, VANCOUVER'S ISLD.,
December 19th, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge your Speaker's communication of the
1st of June last, transmitting “ A Bill to enfranchise the Town of
Vietoria,” which will be submitted for the consideration of the
Council.

JAMES DougLas,
Governor.

VicTtoris, VANCOUVER'S IsLp.,
19th December, 1857.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker’'s communication of the 11th
of August last, transmitting certain resolutions respecting the
licensing of beer houses, which had passed through the House,
and will have my best attention.

(Signed) James DouGLAS,
Governor.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBELY,
April 29th, 1838.

The Speaker has the honor to forward the enclosed “ Bill to
amend the Law relating to the Licensing of Inns, Public and Beer
Houses ” for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor
and Council.

The House of Assembly does not consider any further altera-
tion of the law necessary at present, but, with a view to its future
consideration, have limited its duration to one year.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
April 29th, 185S.

The Speaker, on behalf of the House of Assembly, begs
respectfully to enquire whether a copy of the evidence given
before the Committee appointed to enquire into the affairs of the
Hudson’s Bay Company has been sent for their information; and,
if not, to ask the loan of one from His Excellency the Governor.
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The House of Assembly is further of opinion the copies of
Blue Books containing matters connected with Vancouver’s Island
should be forwarded as soon as published for the information of
the House.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoUuSE OF ASSEMBLY,
June 15th, 1858,

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the House met this day and adopted the following
resolutions.

For which see the proceedings of the House of the above date
relating to a Conference requested between the House and His
Excellency the Governor and Council,

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

Vicroria, V.I,
June 16th, 1838.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker's Address of the 15th inst.
requesting a Conference with me for the purpose of seeking
information on certain subjects which are therein detailed, and
I have to inform you, in reply, that I shall have much pleasure
in meeting the House in Conference at Government House at 3
o'clock this afternoon.

JAMES DOUGLAS,
Governor.

HouseE oF ASSEMBLY,
August 10th, 1838.

The Speaker begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following
documents from His Excellency the Governor, being returns, &c.,
moved for, and on the part of the House to thank His Excellency
for the same:—

1st. Returns of Monies arising from Duties on Licensed
Houses.

ond. Information of Instructions having been given to reserves
the Springs of Water and Old Well with the Land adjacent for
the Use of the Public (July 27th).

3rd. Information regarding the School-house, Victoria, being
Information asked for as per Resolution of the House, August 5th.
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4th. A Communication relative to the Necessity of enlarging
the Prison and raising Funds for the Erection of same and other
matters.
The latter was to have been taken into consideration this day,
but owing to the indisposition and absence of Members the subject
will be brought forward on Tuesday next at 11 a.m.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
August G6th, 1S38.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge your Speaker's communica-
tion of the 27th of July, transmitting a resolution agreed to by
the House on the same day, and I have, in consequence of the
wishes expressed by the House in that resolution, given instrue-
tions to the Surveyor-General to reserve the water springs and
adjoining land, and the well which formerly supplied the Town
of Victoria with water, for the use of the public.

(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,
Governor.

GovERNMENT HOUSE,
Vicroria, August 9th, 1858,

To Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker's communication of the 5th
August on the subject of the transfer of Victoria Colonial School,
and I have to inform the House that through my instructions
arrangements are now in progress for erecting a new School-house
on the Church lands near the parsonage, and when it is completed
the school will be removed thither and the present school-house
be made over to the Customs Department, which will be charged
with the cost of the building.

JAMES DoucLas,
Governor.

10 Aug., 1858.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
VicToria, August 9th, 1838.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Com-
mittee’'s report on the state and discipline of the Public Gaol at
Victoria, as transmitted to me in your Speaker's communication
of the 5th instant.

The painful details given in that report call for the instant
attention of the Legislature. The report shews that the present
gaol is too small for the place, and that a larger and well-ventilated
building is urgently required.

A Public Hospital is also one of those institutions which is
greatly needed for the relief of the casual sick, applications for
medical attendance being of almost daily occurrence at Government
Houses by sick and destitute persons.

I would therefore recommend that the House enter without
delay into the consideration of the ways and means of raising
money for defraying the expense of erecting a Public Gaol, and
also, should the expense not appear greater than the revenues of
the Colony are capable of defraying, the erection of a Public
Hospital.

The cost of those buildings will probably not exceed the
sum of £4,000 sterling, and the House should make provision
accordingly.

JamEes DovucLas,
Governor.

Victoria, V.L,
23rd August, 1858.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the Ilouse of Assembly:

1 herewith transmit for the information of the House a further
return of the 19th inst. of £360 arising from duties on licensed
houses.

(Signed) JamEeEs DoucLas,

Governor.

Amount already accounted for ............ £2650 0 0
Account now transmitted .................. 360 0 0
£3.010 0 0
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Vicroria, V.I,
23rd August, 1838.

To the Gentlemen and Speaker of the House of Assembly:

In consequence of the request of the House, there is herewith
forwarded for their information a return of the number of vessels
which have entered at the Port of Victoria since the 1st March
last and the dues collected on the same, and also of the number
of officers employed in the Custom-house and a statement of the
salaries which they respectively receive.

The Governor and Council have not framed any Customs Regu-
lations; the laws relative to shipping in this Colony being enforced
under the Customs Consolidation Acts, as they apply to the British
Possessions in America.

I have to thank the House for a copy of the report of the
Committee appointed to enquire into the state and discipline of
the Public Gaol.

(Signed) JaMEs DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

Vicroria, V.I.,
23rd August, 1858.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

Your Address of the 17th instant on the subject of the enlarge-
ment of the Public Gaol has been received, and your suggestions
will be attended to.

In waiting the further action of the House, and the graut of
the sums of money requisite for carrying the proposed plans of
improvement into effect, there are two points which I have to
suggest for your consideration:—

1st. That the site of the building used at present as a Public
Gaol is in a very confined situation, and manifestly unfit for an
hospital, where thorough ventilation and pure air are so essentially
necessary for the recovery of the sick.

2nd. The Hudson's Bay Company will not consent to the pro-
posal of the House for enlarging the present building, which belongs
to them, and is merely leased from year to year for the use of
the Colony.

JAaMES DoucGLAs.

23 Aug., 1858.
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now kept to another building which it is proposed to erect on a
more convenient site for the population of the town generally, I
am prepared to admit the cogency of the reason which have (has)
induced the House to express a wish that the proposed arrangement
should not be carried into effect; at the same time, however, I
must inform the House that arrangements have already been
entered into for the erection of the new building, chiefly in conse-
quence of the generally expressed wish of the people, and of the
resolution which the House passed to that effect on the 11th of
December last; and those arrangements cannot now be altered.

Nevertheless, should any evidence be made to appear of a
general desire on the part of the inhabitants of Victoria to retain
possession of the present school-house in preference to the new
building, I will in that case yield to their wishes and order the
new building to be used for some other public purpose.

The House having in the same Address given it as their
opinion that the officers of the Customs should not be provided
with private residences at the public expense, lest the outlay
should become burdensome to the Colony, I have to acquaint the
House that, in the arrangement made with the present Collector
of Customs, the advantage of having a free house forms part of
the salary and remuneration which he receives for his services,
and is not allowed him as a gratuitous favor.

JaMEs DoucrLas,
Governor.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
August 23rd, 185S.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

In reply to your Address of the 17th of August respecting the
unauthorized sale of spirituous liquors at Nanaimo, I would
suggest that any Member of the House cognizant of infractions
of the license law should give information of the same to a
Magistrate, and prosecute before the proper Court all persons
guilty of those offences.

The moneys raised last year from duties on licensed houses
were paid into the General Colonial Fund as per a return then
furnished. The House has consequently the means of ascertaining
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through its own records what sums were voted for the service of
the year, and what balance or if any remains disposable for the
current year. I therefore regret that the House should have had
the trouble of referring to me for information on a subject with
which I am imperfectly acquainted.

The income derived from the dues on shipping must in the
first place be applied to the payment of the officers employed and
the other necessary expenses of the Department, and should any
balance remain after defraying those expenses, the sum will be
applied to meet the general expenditure of the Colony.

When Customs duties are levied in this Colony, which is,
however, not the case at present, the revenue so raised will
unquestionably be at the disposal of the Colonial Legislature.

(Signed) JaMmEs DouGLAS,
Governor.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
August 24th, 1858S.

The Speaker begs to acknowledge the receipt of the several

communications of August 23rd from His Excellency the Governor.

The House intends taking the same into consideration on

Friday next, but previous to that would be glad to know the

salary of the Collector of Customs, the same not being stated in
last returns.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
November 8th, 1838.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

With reference to your Address of September 17th. wherein
further reasons are given in support of the opinion of the House
that the Victoria District School should not be removed from its
present situation, I have to acquaint the House that their wish
has been complied with; and, further, that instructions have been
given to put the said school-house in a proper state of repair, as
requested per resolution of the House of August 17th, 1858.

(Signed) Jaxes DouUGLaAs,
Governor.
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GovERNMENT HOUSE,
November 8Sth, 1838.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

In acknowledging the receipt of your Address of September
17th relating to certain omissions in the returns furnished by the
Collector of Customs, I beg to inform the House of my ignorance
of such omissions, and now state for the information of the House
that the salary of the Collector of Customs to be £700 per annum
with a free residence, and that the salaries of the officers engaged
in the Customs Department are paid out of the revenues received
by that Department.

(Signed) JaMES DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
November S8th, 183S.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to inform the House that instructions have been given
to forward, as soon as possible, “ An Abstract of the Income of
the Year ending October 31st, 1857,” being the returns moved for
by the House, September 17th, 1838.

JameEs DouGLAs,
Governor.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
November Sth, 1S5S.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

In reply to your communication of November 2nd requesting
information as to the progress of the “Bill to enfranchise the
Town of Victoria,” I have to inform the House that the subject
is still under consideration.

(Signed) James DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
November 15th, 1838.

To the Speaker and Genilemen of the House of Assembdly:

I herewith return the following Bills, which have been under
the consideration of the Council and have this day been duly
passed, and copies of which are herewith forwarded, viz.:—
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1st. A Bill to amend the Law relating to Inns and Beer Houses.

ond. A Bill of Supply granting certain Sums of Money for the
Improvement of the Roads and Streets and for the Use of the
House of Assembly.

3rd. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Licensing of
Inns, Public and Beer Houses.

(Signed) James DoOUGLAS,
Governor.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
November 23rd, 1838.

The Speaker begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following
Bills :(—

1st. A Bill to amend the Law relating to Inns and Beer Houses.

2nd. A Bill of Supply granting certain Sums of Money for the
Improvement of the Roads and Streets and for the Use of the
House of Assembly.

3rd. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Licensing of
Inns, Public and Beer Houses.

These Bills were severally laid before the House this day,
and the formular (sic) amendments therein made by the Legisla-
tive Council agreed to mem. con.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
December Tth, 1838.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was unanimously agreed
to this day:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor, praying that a public road be opened from Craig Flower
to the Hospital Road at Esquimalt, passing by the Barracks at
Constance Cove, and also that the old road across the Gorge be
reopened.”

J. S. HELMCEKEN,
Speaker.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
January 11th, 18359.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following motion was brought forward by Mr.
J. Yates (Vietoria) and agreed to:—

“1 beg to move, That this House be informed by the Executive
if the bill for the Extension of the Franchise to the Town of
Victoria, which passed this House on the first of June, 1857, is
likely to be passed or rejected by the Executive.”

The House will meet on Tuesday next at 11 a.m.

IS HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
January 18th, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker’s communication of the 11th
inst. containing the following motion brought forward by Mr.
Yates (Victoria) :(—

“ 1 beg to move, That this House be informed by the Executive
if the bill for the Extension of the Franchise to the Town of
Victoria, which passed this House on the first day of June, 1857,
is likely to be passed or rejected by the Executive.”

I have to inform you, in reply to that Address, that the con-
sideration of the Act for the Enfranchising to (of the) Town of
Victoria has been necessarily delayed in consequence of the condi-
tion of the country and the great pressure of public business; it
will, however, be brought forward for the consideration of the
Council on the first convenient occasion, and the decision of that
body will be communicated to you at an early day after its first
meeting.

(Signed) JaumEs DoUGLAS,
Governor.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
January 18th, 1839.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was unanimously agreed
to this day:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor, praying that His Excellency would communicate with
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His Excellency the Governor-General of Canada or proper authori- |18 Jan., 1859.
ties for the purpose of obtaining a presentation of the following
works :—
1. Statutes of Upper Canada. Books required
by House.
2. do of Lower Canada.
3. Journal of Proceedings of Legislative Assembly.

4. Journal of Proceedings of Legislative Council, )

5. Revised Statutes of Upper Canada. 1

6. Revised Statutes of Lower Canada. ' ‘
F{

-

I el

7. Canada Gazette—Old files as well as new as they come

out, and any other works issued by Government.

And that His Excellency would also hold communication with
the Home Government for the purpose of obtaining the more
recent Statutes as well as a supply of works published by the
Government.”

o it

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
January 25th, 1859.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution passed unopposed this
day:—

“That application be made to His Excellency the Governor | Removal of
for the following information, viz.: Has the Government of this| Fiacrearion.
Island the power to remove the Indians (by purchase) from that
piece of land inside Victoria Harbour known as the ‘Indian
Reservation’? Should Government not have that power, may
it please His Excellency to inform this House “ wherein the Gov-
ernment is powerless.”

N - LR

. January 25th, 1859.

(J. Yates.)
- The House will meet again February Sth at 11 a.m. “
‘ _ J. S. HELMCKEN,
3 Speaker. {
! y
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, l
* ¥
o
i

E The Speaker begs to inform His Excellency the Governor that
k the following motion was agreed to this day:—
“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, | Reservations
praying that one hundred acres of land be reserved in the Districts s
of Esquimault and Metchosen, Sooke, Saaniitch. and Cowwitchin | Purposes.

! for educational purposes, and that one hundred acres of land in
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each of the aforesaid districts be reserved for public purposes,
the said lands to be chosen in the most eligible situations.”
(J. W. McKay.)
J. S. HELMCEKEN,
Speaker.

VIcToriA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
5th February, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have duly received your Address of the 25th ultimo, praying
that certain lands should be reserved in the several Districts of
Esquimault, Sooke, Saanitch, Metchosin, and Cowitchin for educa-
tional and public purposes, and I have to communicate to you, in
reference thereto, that instructions have been issued to Mr.
Surveyor-General Pemberton requiring him to make large reserves
for the general purposes of the Government in the Districts of
Esquimault, Metchosin, Sooke, Saanitch, Cowwitchin and Nanaimo,
and all other districts in Vancouver's Island which may hereafter
be surveyed for settlement.

(Signed) JamEs DOUGLAS.

VIcTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
5th February, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker's com-
munication of the 25th ultimo, containing the following resolution
which passed the House on that day:—

“That application be made to His Excellency the Governor
for the following information, viz.: Has the Government of this
Island the power to remove the Indians (by purchase) from that
piece of land inside Victoria Harbour known as the Indian Reser-
vation? Should the Government not have that power, may it
please His Excellency to inform this House wherein the Govern-
ment is powerless.” (J. Yates.)

In reply to the foregoing resolution, I have to observe that
previously to the grant of the Island to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany the whole Island was vested in the Crown as part of its
domains.

When the settlement at Victoria was formed, certain reserva-
tions were made in favour of the Indian tribes.

First: They were to be protected in their right of fishing on
the coast and in the bays of the Colony, and of hunting over all
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unoccupied Crown lands; and they were also to be secured in the
enjoyment of their village sites and cultivated fields.

Those rights they have since enjoyed in full, and the reserves
of land covering their village sites and cultivated fields have all
been distinctly marked on the maps and surveys of the Colony,
and the faith of Government is pledged that their occupation shall
not be disturbed.

For that reason the Government will not cause them to be
removed, because it is bound by the faith of a solemn engagement
to protect them in the enjoyment of those agrarian rights.

It may further interest the House to know that the title to
those lands is vested in the Crown, and that the Indians of them-
selves can convey no title to any part of their reserves either by
sale or lease.

The presence of Indians near the town is a public incon-
venience, but their violent removal would be neither just nor
politic.

I therefore propose, as a remedy, to enter into arrangement
with their consent to subdivide the reserve adjacent to Victoria,
and to let it out on leases to persons who will undertake to build
and to make other improvements upon it, and to apply the whole
proceeds of those leases to the general benefit of the Indians
interested. That is by providing them with a school-house and
teacher, who will probably be a Missionary Clergyman, for the
education of their children, and to endeavour thus to raise them
morally and socially to a higher position than they now occupy
in the Colony.

By such means a great benefit, worthy of the philanthropy
of our country, will be conferred upon the Indians themselves,
while at the same time the improvement and increase of the Town
of Victoria will not be retarded by their unprofitable occupation
of one of its most valuable portions.

JaMes DouecLAs.

HOUSE OF ASSEMELY,
February Sth, 1859.

The Speaker begs to acknowledge the receipt of two several
communications from His Excellency the Governor:—

1st. Relating to the reservation of certain lands for Govern-
ment purposes in various districts of Vancouver's Island; the same
being in reply to a resolution of the House of January 25th.

2nd. Relating to the removal of the Indians from their reser-
vation in Victoria Harbour, and defining a plan by which the
desire of the House, as expressed by resolution January 25th,
might be obtained.

5 Feb., 1859.
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These several communications were read to the House and
ordered to be taken into consideration on Tuesday next at 11 a.m.,
when certain resolutions will be proposed relative thereto.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

V1CTORIA, VANCOUVER'S ISLD.,
5th February, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have duly received your Speaker’s communication of the
1Sth ultimo, forwarding to me a resolution which had been unani-
mously agreed to on that day, to the effect that the Governor-
General of Canada should be requested to present certain works
as named for the use of the House of Assembly of Vancouver's
Island.

In reply thereto, I would beg to acquaint you that T will
forward a copy of your resolution to the Governor-General of
Canada, and will request a presentation of the works desired.

JaMmeEs DOUGLAS.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, VICTORIA,
VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
21st February, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of House of Assembly:

Having received intimation from the officer in charge of the
Hudson's Bay Company's establishment at this place that he
cannot without much inconvenience any longer dispense with the
use of the apartment in which the House of Assembly have
hitherto met and pursued their meritorious and highly useful
labors, I wish on the present oceasion to inform you that I have
made arrangements that the House should hereafter be convened
in the Court-room of the New Police Office, which I have directed
the Commissioner of Police to prepare for your reception without
delay, in a manner befitting the dignity of your Honourable House.

I have, &c.,
(Sgd.) James DOUGLAS,
Gov.

HoOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
February 15th, 1859.

The Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was agreed to this day:—
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“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, lf‘> Feb., 1859.
praying for the immediate removal of the Northern Indians from e

the Town of Victoria.”
J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
February 22nd, 1859.

The Speaker begs to inform His Excellency the Governor that
the following motion was carried this day:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor,
praying that he will impress upon Her Majesty’s Government the
imperative necessity of sending Commissioners to this Island
without delay for the purpose of making a thorough investigation
into the affairs of the Colony before releasing the Hudson's Bay
Company from their responsible Government."”

(Mr. Yates.)

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
February 22nd, 1859.

The Speaker, having received Your Excellency’'s communica-
tion of February 21st informing the House that the hall in which
they at present meet is required for other purposes and that
suitable accommodation will be afforded in future in the Court-
house, laid the same before the House of Assembly, who acquiesced
in the arrangement.

J. S. HELMCKEN,
Speaker.

To His Excellency the Governor of Vancouver's Island.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

15th February, 1859.
To His Excellency the Governor:

The House of Assembly begs respectfully to acknowledge the
receipt of Your Excellency's communication of 5th February, 1859,
the same being a reply to the resolution of the House of January
25th that one hundred acres of land should be reserved in several
mentioned districts for educational and one hundred for public
purposes.
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The House observes that, in replying to this resolution, Your
Excellency’s remarks “that instructions have been issued to
Mr. Surveyor-General Pemberton requiring him to make large
reserves for the general purposes of Government in the various
Districts of Esquimalt, Matchosin, Sooake, Saanitch, Cowitchin,
and Nanaimo, and all other districts in Vancouver's Island which
may hereafter be surveyed for settlement.”

In reference to this paragraph, the House would humbly
observe that, knowing large reserves to be deirimental to the
settlement of the Colony and at the same time unnecessary, it
had no desire that any more land should be reserved and not for
any other purpose than was explicitly stated, but particularly were
averse to making reserves for the purpose of endowing or support-
ing any religious establishments, considering any reserve for this
purpose unadvisable and objectionable.

The House would therefore humbly request that its resolution
of January 25th should be complied with, and, moreover, hopes
and respectfully asks that in any case it shall be guaranteed that
such reserves shall not be sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of,
made use of, excepting with the consent of the Legislature of
Vancouver’s Island. and respectfully urges that this request be
complied with.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
31st March, 1839.

Mr. Speaker has the honor to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following Address was agreed to this day:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor,
praying that he will urge upon the Home Government the desira-
bility of establishing a mint in this Colony, and also that the
moeney therein coined shall be decimal currency of the same value
as that of the United States of America.”

Proposed by the Hon. Member for Esquimalt.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
April, 1859.

Mr. Speaker begs respectfully to inform His Excellency the
Governor that the following resolution was agreed to by the House
this day:—

“That information be courteously requested of His Excellency
the Governor respecting the progress of the Bill to enfranchise the
Town of Victoria.”
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GovERNT. HoUsE, VICTORIA,
Tth April, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

In reply to the resolution which passed your House on the
6th instant requesting information respecting the progress of the
Bill to enfranchise the Town of Victoria, I have to communicate
for your information that the said Bill was laid before Council
and received its favorable consideration for the first time on the
23rd day of March last.

(Sgd.) Jaumes DoucLas,
Governor.

GOVERNT. HOUSE,
6th April, 1859.

To the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica-
tion from Mr. Speaker dated on the 31st March, transmitting the
following Address:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor,
praying that he will urge upon the Home Government the desira-
bility of establishing a Mint in this Colony, and also that the
money shall be decimal currency of the United States of America.”

I beg to assure the House that I will, without delay, enter into
communication with Her Majesty's Government strongly recom-
mending the expediency and advantage of establishing a Mint on
Vancouver's Island.

Jaumes DoucGLAs,
Governor.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
6th April, 1859.

The Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Address of the 22nd
February last, stating that the following motion was carried that
day:—

“That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor,
praying that he will impress upon Her Majesty's Government
the imperative necessity of sending Commissioners to this Island
without delay for the purpose of making a thorough investigation
into the affairs of the Colony before releasing the Hudson's Bay
Company from their responsible Government.”

7 April, 18359.
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I beg to assure the House that I will transmit, without
delay, a copy of this motion for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government.

(Sgd.) J. DouGLas,
Governor.

Gov. HousEg, V. IsLp,,
6th April, 1859.

To Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have received your Address of the 16th February last,
“ praying for the immediate removal of the Northern Indians
from the Town of Victoria,” and in reference to that subject I
now communicate for your information copy of a correspondence
with Captain De Courcy, R.N., making a demand on that officer
for the assistance of one of Her Majesty's vessels of war to convey,
for reasons therein stated, the said Indians in their canoes as
far as Johnston’s Straits, and communicating his ready compliance
with the demand by detaching Her Majesty's steamship “ Tribune,”
under the command of Captain Hornby, R.N., for that responsible
and trying service.

Their removal was effected with complete success, attended
with circumstances evincing a degree of humanity and sound jude-
ment highly honorable to the gallant officer in command.

JaMEs DouGLas,
Governor.

Vicroria, V.1,
8th March, 1859.

Sie,—There is at the present moment a large number of
Northern Indians encamped in and around Victoria through whom
it is apprehended disturbances may arise, and by whom outrages
may be committed, and as I have been anxious for some time past
to remove these Indians from the place, and to send them to their
homes, I have the honor t6 apply to you on the occasion to know
whether you will spare one of Her Majesty’'s vessels of war to
assist me in my endeavours, by conveying the said Indians in their
canoes as far as Johnston's Straits, which would insure the safe
conveyance of the Indians beyond a point where they would be
likely to commit any outrages on the white settlements, and would
at the same time give them sufficient protection against a tribe
near to that locality whom they represent they are unable to pass
at the present time unless protected.

(Sgd.) James DorGLAS,
Governor.
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H.M.S. “ PYLADES,” ESQUIMALT HARBOUR,
12th March, 1859.

Sie,—In reply to your letters of the Sth and 9th inst., I have
the honor to acquaint you that H.M.S. “ Tribune” will be ready
on Wednesday, the 16th inst., to convey the Northern Indians as
far as Cape Mudge, beyond which point I cannot authorise Captain
Hornby to go in the ship, but will leave it to his judgment as to
the necessity, or otherwise, of conveying the Indians by the ship's
boats for a moderate distance beyond that point.

Captain Hornby will be instructed to receive on board the
“Tribune” whoever you may think necessary to send in charge
of the Indians, and any suggestions you may have to offer shall
be attended to.

&e., &c., &c.,
MicH. DE COURCY,
Captain and Senior Oficer.
His Excellency the Governor.

GoverNT. Houseg, V.L,
6th April, 1859.

The Speaker and Gentlemen of House of Assembly:

I have received your Speaker’s communication of the 3lst
March, wherein reference is made to a communication from me
of the 5th February in reply to the resolution of the House of
the 25th January last, praying that 100 acres of land should be
reserved in certain districts of Vancouver's Island for educational
and 100 for public purposes.

I beg to observe, for the information of the House, that in
surveys of the public domain large reserves of land are invariably
made for the purposes of Government, and that rule has been
carried out in Vancouver's Island in common with other Colonies.

The disposal of such land and its application to special objects
rests with the Crown, except in Colonies where arrangements have
been made for securing a civil list in return for the lands of the
Crown.

In communicating, therefore, to you that I had issued instruc-
tions to Mr. Surveyor-Pemberton requiring him to make large
reserves for the general purposes of Government in all the surveyed
districts of Vancouver’s Island, I, in substance, complied with the
wishes of the House and exercised to their full extent the power
vested in my office.

The House will thus observe that I could not authorize the
application of those reserves for special objects, and for the same
reason I cannot literally comply with the request of the House

12 Mar., 1859.
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as stated in your communication of the 31 March, to the effect
that “ It shall be guaranteed that such reserves shall not be sold,
leased, or otherwise disposed of (or) made use of excepting with
the consent of the Legislature of Vancouver’s Island.”

The House may, however, rest assured that 1 will not fail to
recommend their petition fer the favorable consideration of Her
Majesty’s Government,

JAMES DouGLAs,
Governor,

VicTtoriA, VANCOUVER'S ISL.,
5th February, 1859.

To Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Speaker's communi-
cation of the 25th ultimo, containing the following resolution which
passed the House on that day:—

“That application be made to His Excellency the Governor
for the following information, viz.: Has the Government of this
Island the power to remove (by purchase) the Indians from that
piece of land inside Victoria Harbour known as the “ Indian Reser-
vation”? Should Government not have that power, may it please
His Excellency to inform this House wherein the Government are
powerless.” (J. Yates.)

In reply to the foregoing resolution, I have to observe that
previously to the grant of Vancouver’s Island to the Hudson's Bay
Company the whole Island was vested in the Crown as part of its
domain.

‘When the settlement at Victoria was formed certain reserva-
tions were made in favour of the native tribes.

1st. They were to be protected in their original right of fishing
on the coast and in the bays of the Colony, and of hunting over
all unoccupied Crown lands; and they were also to be secured in
the enjoyment of their village sites and cultivated fields. Those
rights have since been enjoyed in full, and the reserves of land
covering their village sites and cultivated fields have all been
distinctly marked on the maps and surveys of the Colony, and
the faith of Government is pledged that their occupation shall not
be disturbed.

For that reason the Government will not cause them to be
removed, because it is bound by the faith of a solemn engagement
to protect them in the enjoyment of those agrarian rights.

It may further interest the House to know that the title to
those lands is vested in the Crown, and that the Indians of them-
selves can convey no title to any part of their reserves either by
sale or lease.
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The presence of the Indians so near the town is a public |5 Feb., 1839,
inconvenience, but their violent removal would be neither just nor
politic.
I therefore propose as a remedy to enter into arrangements, | Leasing of
with their consent, to subdivide the reserve adjacent to Victoria, B o
and to let it out on leases to persons who will undertake to build
and to make other improvements upon it, and to apply the whole
proceeds of those leases to the general benefit of the Indians inter- ’
ested; that is, by providing them with a school-house and Teacher, ﬁgo"(‘e-:g::i L
who will probably be a Missionary Clergyman, for the education | missionary.
of their children, and to endeavour thus to raise them morally and
socially to a higher position than they now occupy in the Colony. ’
By such means a great benefit, worthy of the philanthropy of i
our country, will be conferred upon the Indians themselves, while
at the same time the improvement and increase in the Town of
Victoria will not be retarded by the unprofitable occupation of one
of its most valuable portions.
(Signed) JaMEes DoUGLAS.
This communication is placed here, having been overlooked
for insertion in its proper place.—J. S. H. *
As a matter of fact this letter Is printed on page 46.—E. O. S. S, Ed. |
HoUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
April 20th, 1859.
The Speaker begs to acknowledge the receipt from the Governor
and Council of—
B 1st. A Bill for the Passage of an Act respecting Marriages in | yr, 1jaces.
! the Colony of Vancouver's Island and its Dependencies. e 'i
2nd. A Bill for the Passage of an Act respecting the property | p.  orey of
of Religious Institutions in the Colony of Vancouver’'s Island and Religious
its Dependencies. Institutions.
3rd. A Bill to provide for the Registration of Conveyances and | p..ictration
v other Deeds. of Deeds.
These several Bills were duly laid before the House this day. i
J. S. HELMCEEN, t
Speaker.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, i
April 20th, 1859. ]
The Speaker has the honor to forward the enclosed “Bill to|afacadamizing
authorize the McAdamizing of certain Streets, the Erection of a ‘:frgg‘;{m 3
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Bridge, and to provide Means for the Same,” which passed the
House this day, and ordered to be transmitted for the considera-
tion of His Excell