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was not sufficient punishment for wh.it 
the government had done. It wonld not 
put the money misspent back into the 
treasury. The only allegation the gov­
ernment made against the public ac- ! 
counts committee reports was that one 
of the reports was in his hand writ I nr. 
That report had been referred to the 
committee and had been thoroughly con­
sidered and sanctioned.

Hon. Mr. Turner contended that .ill 
the abuse came from (he opposition, and 
that his arguments had not been refuted. 
There was a surplus to commence the 
present year with. The trust ami spe­
cial funds could be used as revenue. The 
government were just the bankers for the 
fund and they could use the money as 
bankers used deposits. The acts said the 
funds were to be paid into the revenue 
of the province.

Mr. Booth made a few remarks in snp- 
port of his contention when speaking m . 
the budget speech. He moved in araeud- 

! ment
ix “That all the words after the second 
| ‘the* in the first line, down to the end of 
the resolution lie struck out. and in lieu 

! thereof insert the following: Revenue for 
the present year, to the ?Oth June next, 
is estimated at $l,0S8,flQL. and that on 
the 1st July. 1893, there were on hand 
available funds amounting to $375,2110, j 
and that in addition to this there was .*e- I 
ceived from the Nakusp & Slocan rail- i 
way company $118,400 which, under the 
railway aid act, reverted to the revenue ! 
of the province, making a total real and 
estimated sum of $1,552,388 available for 
the current fiscal year, ending 30th June, 
1894, besides the balance for the time 
being of suitors fund deposits and Intes­
tate estates moneys; and whereas the to­
tal estimated expenditure, including pro­
visions for special warrants and all sums 
shown in the supplementary estimates 
after deducting lapsed balances, will 
amount approximately to $1,425,000 
showing approximately a surplus of more 
than $125,000, exclusive of suitors and 
intestate funds, in favor of revenue, 
which will be fgr mon- than sufficient to , 
meet any contingent liabilities on account : 
of railway guarantees: therefore, be it ' 
^solved, that in the opinion of this house 
roe estimates of revenue and expenditure 
hive been prepared with » due reganl to 
fonomy and the reqalremetiti of the pub- 
no service.”

Mr. Brown said the finance minister had 
acknowledged that the figures on which 
the Hon. Mr. Beaveu’s remarks wen- 
founded were oorrect. Several times It 
had been shown that the government doc­
uments were, unreliable, but as the ma- 
J?rLty .of the ,e*islature seemed to be 
glad that the government had put false­
hoods in their documents what was to 
be done? One had only to consider the 
statement of the minister of finance *n 
make him conscientiously vote for the or- i 
iginal resolution. The finance minister 
Mid the trust funds conld be used as 
revenue, bnt the amount of the trust 
funds would be a liability of the prov- 

tbtTe wou,d ** 8 balance 
of $105,000. but there was $277,000 to 
oe paid The government had misled 
the people by not showing that $277000 
the amount of the trust funds, was’ not' 
railed a liability. Taking the flnauee 
minister a uwo figure. the only thing 
ahead of the government was bankrupt­
cy or the borrowing of more money. The 
actions of the government were reckless 
and against the best interests of the 
province.

Hon. Mç. Davie said British Columbia 
was not alone in having blue min advo­
cates. He read uu extract from a Win- 
mpeg paper, which he applied to the op­
position. It was those who had noth 
ing at «take who were decrying the p<>- ' 
sltion of the province. The government 
did not try to force the estimates through 
the house, and they did not object to n 
fair discussion. The province was not 
a loser by having to pay s few thonsan.l 
**?*!?” JLV*. ■■'Interest „„ th, Umd, 
of the diffmet railways. Ha raferml it 
«orna length I., the act, „f the leader of 
the opposition whan He w«a In power and contended that the governmentTail 
Winded in issuing special warrants. The 
opposition were delaying the progress of H be business ,<Mhat they could “J

Tky would like the alee- 
2?-?» b?jHVwl "til -rat fall or ne,t 

the government waa amious 
to go to the people imniediately.

Mr. Sword said the arguments of the 
government respecting the debt were dif 
feront now from what they were a few 
diy. ago. Bvujbody 
Mon of the iwemier knew what a aiulting 
fund was. It was absurd for the govern-
ST'fZu”7 *“ ,1*'y muU ■« the sink- 
iog fond as revenue.
th^r* **** the premier chargedthe opposition with all kinds of misatM^

SZtirJt?*** TOnld we|1 h"‘"1tma kind of heameaa over to the premier who waa better able to handle it! fi 
the eovernment that waa Irvine té 

dda, tire elections. Théy had made 'n

Irai^L e.Mw„,rf “v1* h,,a*

SOSSp&SS
nn * If tbere were careful menon the government bench#* fhZ i„ would he prevreitcél. 6W don''l'r 

Hon. Mr. Turner said that Mr R,n» had contended fer just whTt “ °Wn

— b,dk,:°

p^»i«'iorn2îh',rp",o,fd,btr
-o member ahall nee „i„^ ; drtl *Mt

Mr. Grant said he <«**;"* 
a free lance, having conferred witn 
neither the government "* ** 
tion. Both the statements of the leaaer 
of the opposition and the finance minister 
were correct. Tte government had no 
doubt etretchcd the authority given to 
thee in the act ami tierhape raceeded it. 
The same had be<-n done in X îotoria, but 
be was satisfied that the money thus ex­
pended was in the interests of the city. 
Nothing had been done to prove that 
there had been corruption in the govern­
ment of the province.

Dr. Milne also believed to spending lots 
of money, but it should be obtained in a 
proper way. One of the strongest argu­
ments in favor of the original resolution 

I was that every statement was correct.
! Thé government should not spend so much 
j money by special warrants. The legis- 
i lflture should say how the money is to
be expended. But five members of the 
legislature, the executive, sat down and 
decided how $135,000 should be qieiit. 
The last speaker had said every govern­
ment bail spent money without authority. 
If that was so, it is time that it was 
stopped.

Mr. Kitchen moved the adjournment of 
the debate, which was carried.

Mr. Brown wanted to know when the 
government would 1>e ready to proceed 
with the business of the country.

Mr. Kitchen wanted more information 
regarding the census.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a message 
from the Lieut.-Governor transmitting a 
hill to establish a provincial library and , 
bureau of statistics.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the redistribution [ 
bill would be taken np in its order.

Mr. Kitchen—What we complain of is 
that the most important bills are left un­
til the end of the session.

Hon. Mr. Davie- promised more regard­
ing the census.

The house adjourned at « o’clock. __

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Continuation of the Debate on the Want 

of Confidence Motion.

WESTON TELEGRAPH BILL ADVANCED

An Evening Session to Vleee the Debut. 
—The «tovermm-nt Members Again 
Whitewash the Executive - Private 
Bills Passed.

February 28.
The speaker took tbe chair at two 

o'clock; prayer» by the ttev. A. B. Win­
chester.

-Dr. XX’att moved that it be an order 
of the house that whenever it is deiired 
to amend a section or sub-se?tiou in 
either a public or a private act, by eras­
ing, substituting or adding words to the 
said section or sub-section, the whole or 
a material part of the said section or 
sub-section be repealed or reenacted ta 
it ia intended it should read. The mover 
said the pre»ent system led to abuse and 
he thought the change -would recommend 
itself to the house.

Hon. 'Mr. Davie considered the motion 
a step in the right direction, but in some 
vases it was not practicable. He sug­
gested that the words “when prao ica­
ble” be inserted in the resolution.

Hon. Mr. Beaven was jdeaoed to see 
that the member for Cariboo was mov­
ing in a direction that he (Mr. Heaven) 
had suggested several times. The rnle, 
however, should be placed in the rules 
or orders, or in the statute*. The rule 
should be absolute, without any qualify- 
:ng words, as suggested by the attoruey- 
ex-neral. If the words were Inserted in 
the resolution it would be iHWctically nn- , 
nulled.

The resolution <wa« adopted.
Hon. Mr. Turner suggested that the 

house should proceed -with tbe debate on J 
the vote of want of confldf-nce. A vote ' 
of want of confidence . lwul precedence j 
ovy everything. „

Hon. (Mr. Beaven said the ministor of 
finance was in part correct, but tbe ques­
tion was -whether it would be wdl to 
I»aw over the private biHs. The consti­
tution provided that public measures, not 
private WUs, should not be passed until 
a vote of want of confidence was dia­
lysed of.

•Hon. -Mr. -Pooley contended that the 
rule applied to both public and private
bills.

The Speaker—I cannot find a:iy au­
thority on the qutwtion.

-Hon. Mr. Davie—You have the auth­
ority of the leader of the opposition.

The Hoo. Mr. Beaven—What 1 
said was that there were many
men present to advance private bills, it 
living private members' day, and they 
might be inconvenienced.

(Mr. Kitchen said the convenience of 
the public should be considered.

Mr. Speaker did not think any distinc- i 
tion could be made between public and 
private bills.

Mr. Kitchen rose to a question of 
privilege. The returns respecting the 
census brought down (by the government 
were incomplete. Iauit evening the at­
torney-general eaid -he could see the 
schedules, but when he asked the libra­
rian for them he said be could not Lave 
them without a formal order. This morn­
ing he said they had been sent to the 
provincial secretary's office.

Hon. (Mr. Davie promised that the 
schedules would lie placed where the 
members could have access to them.

‘Mr. Sword rose to a question of privi­
lege. He contended that the order of 
the house asking for a return of the pa­
per* respecting the Xakwp & Slocan 
railway had not been obeyed by the gov­
ernment. Among the papers there should 
be the report of tbe engineer as to the 
cost of the propbsed line, the conditions 
under which the tenders were called for 
and the engineer’s reports regarding the 
work done upon which advances hod 
been made. He moved that these nddi- 

. *100*1 Papers be returned to tbe hou.

tion. -Mr. Davie held that the mot .on 
was out of order. It would be In order 
when the motion to go :nto ••ommittee 
was moved. The government had acted 
within the provisions of the act and had 
beM advised before they entered into 
any agreement. Most of the advice was 
v tribal All the written information is 
in powwion of the house.

,Mt Sword—Do you mean to say that 
there are no engineer’s certificates on 
which advances were made?

Hoo. (Mr. Davk- said the government 
had no objection to bringing all the pa­
nera down.

(Mr. Speaker did not think the motion 
waa in order. _« ,

Bon Mr. Beaven-It is dearly a ques- 
tion of vriTile*.. The bon. member (Mr. 
Sword) says an order of the house has 
been disobeyed. _ .

Mr. Cotton—The premier htt* admitted 
,hat "the order of the house had not bee# 
obeyed. The government were guilty of
P<'Hon/Mr. Davie—(Members should state 
in their resolution* jwt what they Wont.

iMr Kitchen—We have found out .sev­
eral times this session that the govern­
ment did not send down all the paper* 
called for. The idea of the government 
proceeding with the Naknsp & Slocan 
scheme on veAal Informât n! The road 
might be built for $15,000 a mHc. and 
the government were guaranteeing $25,- 
noo • mile. .

The premier promWnE to bring Jam 
all the Information in the teoeernmeiU’e 
poaaeaeion, the reeolotloo was withdrawn.

iMr. Kitchen eon finned die d*n!e on 
the -rote of want of ewnUdenee. Those 
who were decrying the credit of the pro- 
rince were the men who were roW-edlng 
the people of the prorince and the flaaa- 
riera Of the world. If the loanee min­
cer placed in the reiieed hume of hie 
badge* speech the Agorea that he had 
used In the debate, it wonM make a «nod 
election document for the opposition Ae 
had been shown by the leader of the op­
position. the deficit twas $40(1,000. It 
wonld be easy to make » aorplua If the 
trover Muent used the deposit* mad.1 by 
raHw.iT companiee. Th» «oeenimant 
cotdd wire a railway rabaiitr erery year, 
and thus obtain a depoeit from them and 
om It for the rerenne. But thia conM 
not go on former. A greet deal waa 
«id a boot the d*t of the oitio*. bnt the 
money epent by the cities we, for pro- 
ductlre work,. The gvreroment Bid not I 
take etepe to protect the tirormce when ( 
guaranteeing the bonds of radwaya. Aa , 
tbe attorney-general hail Mid. the gor-1 
eminent proposed to guarantee the bonds 
of the Nakusp A «ocgn railway on ver­
bal Information.. The attorney-general 
said yesterday the opposition waited un­
til the government members had spoken, 
so they could get in the last woid. Huit 
was just what the government did. The 
attorney-general said the C. P. K and 
E. k N. railways supported the present 
government. He did not doubt that the 
E. & N. railway supported the govern­
ment. That company relied on the gov­
ernment for their grant* of coal lands, 
etc. The reason why the C. P. Tt. *»!>■ 
ported the government could be seen in 

, the Nakusp & Slocan raiVxroy papers. Io 
those papers it wae shown that the Na- 

i knap company had to buy old sto* from 
1 the C. P. R. tb build their road. Then 

the O. P. R. were talking of buildjng a 
railway h* fhiriboo. It was hi Mr. Yr.n 
Horne’s interests to rush the attoruey- 

; general off to Montreal to arrange the 
Nakusp scheme. The fact that the op- 

d position wanted the government to bring 
down n redistribution bill last year was 
sufficient evidence that they were willing 

; to aiHteal to the people.
Hon. Mr. Davie **|u*d if. after on 

amendement had been moved, the mover ; I 
of the resolution had the right to reply. 
He was proceeding with an attack on 
the opposition when called to order.

| IMr. 6|x*aker—If the leader of the op­
position epeake to the amendment he 
gives up his right to reply.

I (Hon. Mr. Beaven sniil be did not wish 
to close the debate. The attorney-gen­
eral rose to a ]K>int of order and then 
attacked the opposition. It was a stand­
ing order of tbe attorney-general to rise 

. to a point of order apd then attack the 
opposition. The government com pi lined 
of not being given* * vhttnee to .reply 
when attack** A few days ago chargea 
had been made against the government 
and they were dumb, allowing the queê-, , 
tion to be put before it was discussed.
If the twenty tneuAer* of the govenv 
ment party could not take théîf l,urt 
uyaiuHt half the number of opposition 
members they were iu a pretty bad po­
sition. He wished to point out eome of 

| the dwcrepaiieies that fonad place in iho 
i minds of the government members. ’The 
fact wa« there was a coueidetuble deficit 

i on July 1st, 1893. At first the finance 
L minister said there would be',* surplus 

of $500,000 ou July 1st, 1893, and yes­
terday he said tbe surplus would be only 
$705,000. This showed a large discrep­
ancy in the government’s own figures. 
But he contended that both amount* 
were wrong. There is n deficiency in­
stead of a surplus. Tbe minister of fin­
ance and the premier said if the govera- 
men did as the leader of the opposition 
wished they wr»trtd place tbe trjwt funds 
in the bank and leave them there. What, 
he contended was that the ueoney should , 
be kept for the purposes for which it j 
was deposited. The money could earn j 
interest while in the bank. If the money I 
deposited on account of the Shuswap & 
Okanagan railway was used, how were 
the liabilities incurred by the govérnment 
on account of the railway to be paid? 
The proportion of the earnings received 
by the provlnc* waa. vmy small compared 
with the amount tbe goverwpeut has to 
pay as interest on tbe bonds of the rail­
way company. The amendment propos­
ed by the meuibqt lor the Islands. A 
passed, would mike a grand campaign 
document for the opposition. That 
amendment was prepared by the premier 
and finance -minister, who placed It 
in the bend» of the inen*er for the Iel- 
»ml«. Tbe number for Como* Mid
ornments — ----
been a mot
ran*» than aw ise nresenr govi

During the ten yeàrs that he.was a mem­
ber of governments the whole sum spout 
by special warrants did -not amount to 
$50,000 nil told. The conditions were 
very different twenty years ago. when 
sometimes it took a week to go from X’ic- 
toria to New Westminster. Most of the 
time that he was a member of govern­
ments no special warrants wore issued. 
But even if ths* treasury waa loot'd in 
the seventies, that was no reason why 
it should be done in 1804. No member 
ever said the province was bankrupt. 
The contention was that the government 
could not meet the appropriations and 
pay the special and trust funds unless 
there was another loan or the taxes wtre 
increased. The premier continually re­
ferred to his {Mr. Beaven’s) private nf-. 
fairs. It would take a great deal of 
temptation to uuike him stoop to refer 
to the private affairs of 'member*. It 
did not make any differeuce whether a 
member was worth two cents or two 
ni. I lion dollars.

(Hon. Mr. Davie—What have you been 
doing with Cdl. BnketY 
. Hon. (Mr. Beaven—That was a puWiv 
affair. The provincial secretary went to 
England at the expense of the province.i 
He wonld not have done his duty if he ! 
had not called the attenlion of the house |J 

| to that a Averti semen t that appeared in 
i the Times.
j Hon. Col. Baker—Why did you discuis 

the value of my property?
Hon. Mr. Beaven denied that be had 

discussed the value of the bon. gentle 
mun’fl property. The all-night s-sslon.

I for which the opposition ha<l been blam- 
, ed, was caused by the tactics of the gov- 
I erument. They persietenfly refusal to 
1 make an explanaiion asked for b.v a 
, member.

iMr. Speaker—Are you in order to refer 
to what occurred in committee of tbe 
whole?

•Hon. Mr. Beaven—You allowed the 
premier to refer to it.

(Mr. Speaker—I do not think the at­
torney-general referred to what yeeurred 
in committee.

•Hon. Mr. Beaven—He is report*) in 
the Colonist as having referred to the 
all-night session. Perhaps he had re­
marks placed in the report that he did 
not make In the houee.

Mr. Speaker—Allow me to eee the pa­
per.

H5on. (Mr. Bear eu—I will do so with 
pleasure. I could not blame you for 
reading it aftpr having heard the 
made by tbe premier. As he waa 
ing when Interrupted, the atl night 
aion wns caused by the members of. flu 

| government refusing to answer a ques­
tion and then trying to force the esti­
mate* through the house. The attorney- 
general referred to anarchy. What was 
anarchy? It was where brute force was 
used to do aotne*bing that rooM not be 
done by legal methods. The estimate*
hud been forced through by brute fort*, : 
not by law. The attoruey-geoeral eaid ; 
the government had drowned out the op- *| 
position. Perhaps they had; liquid had 
caused much of the trouble that bad oc- 

‘ curred the other evening. The premier 
had also said that he (Mr. B.?aven) had 
initiated the scheme to guarantee the j 
interest on the bonds of the Victoria & 
Sidney railway. That statement was vb- ; 
eolutely devoid of truth. You may call I 
that what you like. The bill to guaran­
tee the interest on the bonds of that 
company, on conditio» that tbe city of 
Victoria did the same, was Hitroduo-d by 
the government. How could he be re­
sponsible for that? He did not say 
whether he opposed the by-lay to do this 
or not. He conld not withhold his sifr 
nature from thf law when it had been 
assented to by the dtticèns of Victoria. 
The government had not refuted his 
statements about the cost of the con­
version of the loan. The attorney-gen­
eral said the government were anxious 
to appeal to the country. Action* speak 
louder than words. The government 
voted dawn the proposition moved by 
Mr. Kitchen, that would have brought 
about a speedy dissolution.

Hon. f’oL Baker rose to an explana­
tion, pnd contended that the leader of 
the opposition had reflected ou the value 

f of bis private property.
Hon. Mr. Beaven—If I told the hou. 

gentleman the number of gentlemen who 
condemned him for his action he would 
be astonished. <In f«ct. a number of 
gentlemen wished to take the matter up 
in another wny. Although he did not re­
fer to the value of the property, he would 
have been quite within his rights had he 
done so. Hh friends complained that he 
had handled the question too gingerly. . i 

Hon. Col. Baker—A number of per-1 
«om have told me that they would not 
vote for the leader of the opposition ; 
again on account of this matter.

IMr. Hunter complained of the leader j 
of the opposition occupying so «inch 

! Mr' ®ee*en misquoted hkn.
! He (Mr. Hunter) did not refer to special 
j warrants in the seventies. The special 
I warrants he referred to were 'n»u**d in 
1880. Of course he knew that the lender 
of the opposition initiated the system „f 
special warrant*. He would now wek
hto the b0n geutieman 10 to

•Hon. air. Beaven—All he had proved • 
was that be knew It. I thought he did ; 
not know it, and was charitable luiough 
to supposa that he did npt know it.

Mr. -Hunter, continuing, said the leader 
of the opposition did tbe same as be 
accused the government of .doing, only 
I» a more serious manner.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—You do not know 
anything about it.

•Mr. Hunter said tbe leader of tho op­
position had been preaching Mue ruin 
for seventeen years out of the twenty- 
three years that the province had been 

r to existence. The hou. goikle.uan had 
only been in power for five years and 
six -mouths out of the twenty-three 
years. \

iHon. Mr. B-aren—You raunot -even 
make that celeelstion rorrerefc -

OtK of I

Air. Cotton said if the lendel 
government knew how to lead tl 
he would have no cause to 1 
Hh.mt the way the debate was c* 
tie was sure the premier knew 
tie about the conversion of the d 

j government lmd not succeeded ii 
goon”* ,ll€ 8tatement that it w< 
c’«<K),(>00^ t<> convert the loans 
and' 1887. XV-hen the govern me 
^legislature to eanction tjie 

they acknowledged that i 
co*t over $400,000 to convert tl 
out it Was shown by the public 
that it wonld cost more than th 

i finance minister had said the try could be used as the banks usJ 
its. How would it be if a bank 
deposits to pay the aalury of t 
nger and clerks? The province 
right to act as a bank. The ni 

, the member for the Islands sho 
a man’s political morality coult 
lued by being connected with thi 
government. -That gentleman 
gued that it would be better ,to 
innocent man to jail than to lei 
three rascals go free. He had < 
although the government bad doi 
they should be retained. Tbe| 
boasted that. the ploqopolists 
the govcrniiMfUt. Of course th 
olistrt supported a government ; 
conld milk..

'Hon. Mr. Beaven quoted from! 
onist to show that he had quoiel 
marks of 'Mr. Hunter correctly! 
ing the special warrants. r-Hon. Mr. Davie sail before I 
special warrants were called ovl 
ditures. ■

'Mr. Hunter said he kne 
about what appeared in the Cel 

Hon. -Mr. Beaven said he jul 
the Colonist-to show that the i 
he had mode was correct,

(Mr. Keith advised the -mei 
drop ancient history and dieeil 

Irions of interest to-’duy. No rr 
about what was done in the ' 
the government had been so ai 
appeal to the country they wol 
passed the redistribution bill le1 

The house rose at six o'clo

EVENING BHSMONl 
Mr. Croft continued the dell 

contended that same of-the sal 
by special warrant were allowef 
ute, and other some were for I 
and nnforceeen works. The| 
spent on the Boundary rood 

aa It prevented comme re# 
s ing diverted to American terril 
J government had done evèrythk1 

to encourage settlement.■Mr. Booth’s amendment to ll 
Beaven’s motion was adopted f 
vision by 17 to 9, Mr. Grant vJ 
the government. 1

The Delta* New Wrotinh 
bill was finally passed.The house went into commitl 

I Grant in the chair, and coni '1 
Greatl Western1 Telegraph _ 
Brown moved an amendment 
fed that the company would 
obtain the confient, of cities wl 
proposed to enter eueh citv.

(Mr. Hfoerte said he did not 
councils having the right to re 
erection of poles, bnt ft was 
able to say that the council 
whether the company should r 
in their cities. What was 
pawing the bill if the cities wl 
whether the company was tof 
ness? I

Mr. Brown changed hie amel 
provide that the councils eh~" 
the erection of polea and the t 
wire*. 'By assent the at ton- 
added to the amendment that! 
and wires in the outlying distrf 
be under the direction of the L 
misaioner of lands and worttsl 

The amendment was adopter 
other tqfihnical amendments v 
and the bill was reported oomri 

The house went into comnL 
Smith in the chair, and consl 
B. C. Southern railway biH, 1 
reported complete.

The house adjourned at 10.Î
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i no special warrant# wore Issued.
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 intention was that the government 
not meet the appropriations and 
ie Hpecial and trust funds unies# 
vas another loan or the taxes wire 
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It would take a great deal of 
|tion to make him stoop to refer 

private affairs of members. It 
make any difference whether a 

r was worth two vent* or two 
dollars.
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I
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nld not have done hi# duty if he' 
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t advertisement that appeared in !

Col. Baker—Why did you discuss] 
lue of my property?

Mr. Heaven denied that be had 
the value of the -hon. gentle 

|property. The nil-night session, 
the opposition had been btam- 

i caused by the tactics of the gov- 
They persistently refusal to 

|an explana ion asked for by a

icakw—Are you in order to refer 
it occurred in committee vf the

Mr. Bmtmi-Yoo alltmvd the 
■ to refer to It.

kei^-I do not think the at- 
lierai referred to what jcv-irted 

nittee.
I Mr. Beaten—He i« reported in 
Honlal ea haring referred to the 
It «étalon. Perhaps he had re 
|planed In the report that he did 

In the hooae.
her—Allow me to «ee the pa

| Mr Beeren—I will do ao with 
1 coold not blame you for i 

| it aftpr haring heard the ■ 
the ptetnler. Aa he waa 
Interrupted. Hie allnight 

|s caoeed by the member» of the! 
ient refuting to anawer a quto-i 
I then trying to force the eati-'

Ihrough the bonne. The attoraey- 
referred to anerehy What wa,

• ** *"•» where brute force waa 
do aMDrthhlt tut roold not be 

legal method*. The eetlmatea
,. ,erc^J_ throngh by brote fonte, : 

llww. The attoniey genetal raid 
I'rnmcttt Un.l drowned out the op-1 

Perhapa they had; liquid had 
nneh of the trouble that had oc- 

|he «ber errant*. The premier 
•aid that he (Mr. Beaten) had 

the acheme to nuarattlee the 1 
|on the bond» o# the Victoria *

Iatlway. That etotement waa eb- 
derotd of troth. Ton may call 

it you like. The bill to gnnran- 
mtvrwt on the bottda of that

I on condition that the city of 
tlld the name, waa mtrodac-d by 
rmneot. How could he be re-
ifor that? He did not aay 

he upttoaed the by-lay to do thia 
He eoold not withhold hi» fig. 

om tht law when It had been 
to by the dtlaena of Victoria 
•rliment had not reftu.td hi»

I abont the coat of the coa- 
f the loan. The attornry-gen- 
Ihe gorernment were aniiont 

to the country. Actlone apeak 
Wurda. The gorernment 

the propoaklon moaed by 
on. that wotHd hare brought 
etly diaaolntion.
I Baker roae to an exptana- 

rontended that the leader of 
lion had reflected on the raine 
rate property, 
r. Bearen—If I told the bon. 
the number of gentlemen who 
hro for hi» action he would 

f””- 1» fact, a nutnher of
I wished to take the matter up 
Iwiyr. Although he did not re­
value of the properly, he would 
quite within hi* right» hail hr 

in» friend» eoaoplaineil that he 
'aa queetion too gingerly, 

«alter—A number of per- 
Itold me that they would not 
he leader of the oppoaHloti 
onnt of thla matter.

Her complained of the t.-ader 
K>««»n occupying «,J ®Mfen hail misquoted him 

|unt.T) did not refer to «petal 
th«- aerentlea. The iqacial 

n-ferred to were *«u--d In 
. ... 1 "«>«* that the Jend.-r 
Jattlou Initiated the .ygern of 

•ate. He weokl now w eit 
gentleman to apologie to

| Bearen—All he had proved 
1 knew It. I thought he dl.l 

lue charilaMe enough 
|hat he did npt know it. 
r, continuing, «Id the leader 
oitlon did the aame as he

I
 wrernuient of .doing, „t,ly j rioua manner. 1

Bearen—You do not know 
ut It,
r 'he leader of the op.

hern preaching Hue ruin 
o. 0,u of the twenty.

Pro”1-1'» had been 
riTie hon. gentleman bail 

' Z?TetJar. 4t® P tira «nd 
<*it of the twedty-three

l^îartStT c£Uetfr°"0t N*r"
•g aa the t

■ssts

'Mr. Cotton said If the leader of the 
government knew how to lead the house 
he would have no cause to complain 
about the way the debate was conducted.

! He was sure the premier knew very lit- 
tie about the conversion of the debt. The 

. government had not succeeded in oontro- 
1 verting the statement that it would cost 
$000,000 to convert the loans of 1877 
and 1887. When the government asked 
the legislature to sanction the loan of, 

i 1891 they acknowledged that it would j 
« o*t over $400,000 to convert the loan#, ' 
but it -Was shown by the public account# 
that it would cost more than that. The 

i finance -minister had said the trust funds 
1 could be used as the banks used depos-r 
-its. How would it be if a bank used Its 

; deposits to pay the salary of the mau- 
! nger and clerks? The province had no 
| right to act a# a batik. The remark# of 
,’the member for the Islands showed how 
a man's political morality could tie du- 
iued by being connected with the present 
government. Thut gentleman ha-1 ar­
gued that it would be better to send one 
Innocent man to jail than to let two or 
three rascals go free. He had «aid that 
although the government had done wrong 
they should be retained. The premier 
boasted that the fnoqopolists supported 

I the government. Of course the monop- 
I'olistis supported a government that they 
1 could milk..

•Hon. Mr. Heaven quoted from the Col­
onist -to show that he had quoted’ttie re­
marks of Mr. Hunter correctly regard­
ing the special warrants.
: Hon. Mr. Davie sail before 1879 the 
special warrants were called over-expen­
ditures.

Mr. Hunter said he knew nothing 
j Shout what appeared in the Colonist 

Hon. Mr. Heaven said he just quoted 
the Colonist to show that the statement 
he had made was correct.

I IMr. Keith advised the -memibtq;» to 
I drop ancient history and diocuop ques­
tions of interest to-day. No one. cared 
[about what was done in the past. If 

the government had been ao atixidu# to 
appeal to the country they would have 
passed the redistribution bill lost year. 

The house rose at six o’clock for re-

EVENING B859SION.
Mr. Croft continued the debate. He 

contended that some of the sums spent 
by special warrant were allowed by stat­
ute, and other sums were for necessary 
and unforeseen works. The $12,000 
spent on the Boundary rood was well 
qient, a# it prevented commerce from be­
ing diverted to American territory. The 
government had done everything possible 
to encourage settlement.

•Mr. Booth’s amendment to Hon. Mr. 
Heaven’s motion was adopted on a di­
vision by 17 to 9, Mr. Grant voting -with 
the government.

The Delta A New Westminster railway 
bill was finally passed.

The house went into committee. Mr. 
Grant in the chair, and considered the 
Greet) Western1 Telegraph Mil. Mr. 
Brown moved an amendment to the ef­
fect that the company would have to 
obtain the consent of cities when it wa# 
proposed to enter «ooh city.

(Mr. Ebert# said he did not mind the 
councils having the right to regulate the 
erection of poles, hot ft was unreason­
able to say that the council should say 
whether the company should do business 
in their cities. What was the use of 
passing the bill if the cities were to say 
whether the company was to do busi­
ness?

Mr. Brown changed hie amendment to 
provide that the councils should direct 
the erection of poles and the stringing of 
wires. By assent the attorney-general 
added to the amendment that the poles 
and wires In the outlying district# should 
be under the direction of the chief com­
missioner of lands and work#.

The amendment was adopted. A few 
other technical amendments were made 
and the bill was reported complete. \ 

The house went into committee, Mr. I 
— Smith in the chair, and considered the ! 
K B. C. Southern railway biH, which was i 

reported complete.
The house adjourned at 10.35.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
The Speaker’s Decision on the Coal 

Mines Regulation Bill Sustained.

MR. DAVIE TURNS A SOMERSAULT

Advlies the Speaker to Role the Bill 
Out of Order and Then V«-te< Against 
the Ruling—I>r. Wutt’e Motion Ruled 
Out.

March 1st.
In the absence of the speaker, Mr.

Martin took the chair at 2 o’clock.
Prayers by Rev. A. B. Winchester.Dr. Watt moved, seconded by Mr. j 
Brown, that a select colnmittee, consist­
ing of, Messrs. Booth, Croft, Brown,
Forster, and the mover, be anointed to « 
take into consideration the subject of the j 
settlement of the provincial lands on live 
single tax or other equitable system of 
ix-rmtinent but not freehold tenure, with­
out taxation of improvements, ip. order 
to the encouragement off tfie settlement 
of such lands, and to report to the house, 
with any rocomuïendàtion# to fhe'iegls- 
lation which shall tend to the: more rapid 
occupation and tillage of the; agrWAiI- 
tr.ral lands of the province! ' ; ,

Mr. Semlin did not fed disposed ,to op-^ 
luise the resolution, but he would lttte-i 
the mover to explain how lie vXpectc V 
the motion to work itself out.

Mr. Brown thought the proper time to 
discuss the matter was when the report 
of the committee wfls presented.

Mr. Booth considered the motion pre­
mature. He did not know of any better 
way of settling the land than by the free­
hold system.

Mr. Forster said the house wa# not n 
debating society so he woùld not discuss 
single tax. If the committee could find 
a better way of settling lands it would 
do some good.Hon. Mr. Davie could not support the 
motion, a# it made the house admit that 
sivgle tax was au equitable method of 
taxation. He was uot prepared to admit 
that the siystem was an equitable one.

Mr. Anderson thought the best way to 
settle the lands would lie to make them 
easy of access, anil give the settler» u 
small piece of cleared land.

Mr. Keith could see uo reason why the 
house could not appoint the committee.
It would not cost the province anything 
and it would give the yommittee- an oi»- 
portunity to express an opihion.

Mr. Sword moved to strike out th-» 
word equitable.Hon. Mr. Pooley said the amendment 
would make no difference. He proposed 
to make the house commit itself to the 
single tux or other system. There was 
uo more liberal system than the free- 
bold system. As he understood single 
tax, it meant a perpetual rental.

Mr. Home did uot think that there 
could be a more liberal law than at pre-
H-nt. ,Mr. Forster said the president of Uie
council had in his mind the leasehold not 
the single tax system. Single tax men 
did not -wish to change the preeent
method of holding laud. \

The speaker ruled the motion out m 
order. The right of dealing with lands 
was left in the bands of the crown.

Mr. Horne moved for a return of all 
correspondence, papers, orders in council, 
or other representations relating to the 
necessity of stationing a #upreme court 
judge in the city of Vancouter.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there had been a 
tremendous amount of correspondence on 
the matter, but the government would bo 
pleased to bring it down.

The resolution was adopted. ;
Dr. Watt moved, aeconded by Mr Kel­

lie that while thid house would welcome 
a substantial reduction In the import du- ; 
ties on all classes of goodo—not luxuries \ 

-consumed but not manufactured or 
produced in the province, it deeires espec­
ially to urge on the Dominion government 
that machinery and appliances of all 
kinds used in the reduction of oven or In 
general mining, whether or not wholly or 
in pert only manufactured in the Dom 
inion, should be admitted free of duty, 
that hi* honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
be respectfully requested to send a copy 
of this resolution to the Hon. Minister of 
Finance of Ottawa. The mover said it 
would do much to develop the quart* 
mines of the province If the duty was 
taken off. He reed a speech made by 
Mr. Mara in the Dominion house iu sup­
port of the ahoUiie» of the duty on much-

Mr. Booth supported the resolution. 
One day the members voted for the abol­
ition of the duty and the next day Acy 
voted for the continuance in sending 
members to the Dominion house who sup­
ported the tariff. He moved an amnnd- 
ment that ogrieultoral machinery be in­
cluded. . .Mr. Hunter wanted coal mmmg ma- 
rh'hiary Included. No doubt other mvm- 
tH'ie would wlah to Include other (fl**!*-
ao that all Canadian facto*» worn! be
clneed down. .Mr. Rop.ra «aid there waa no compim- 
,on between rolnint and uftrlcnltural 
machinery. Good apknltnral machinery 
waa made In Canada, but ao far miner» 
had to *3 to the other aide for their ma-
chinery.Mr. Adams supported the resolution as 
amended.Mr. Croft thought the motion would 
have more force in Its original_ state.

Mr. Smith said both miners and farm- 
**rji were suffering from the high price 
if machinery and the Canadian made ma­
chinery is inferior to the imported ar­
ticles. Everything possible ;t*ould be 
done to encourage the industry of min­
ing.Hon. Ool. Baker would support any­
thing that would in anyway remove im­
pediments that prevented trade.

Dr. Milne did not know whether he 
would vote for either resolution or am­
endment, as they were both milk and 
water, very poor milk and very poor 
water. He would support the firot two 
lires of the resolution which read: That 
this house would welcome a substantial 
reduction in the import duties on all 
«•lasses of goods. He would like to see 
w.me definite resolution introduced.

Hon. Mr. Beaten said the mover of the 
n-solution wanted to be a free trader 
and a protectionist and did not know 
where he was. He seemed tu want to 
Uo something for his constituents in op­
position to hi# colleague, Mr. Adams.
The house had already expressed their 
opinion in passing Mr. Adam’s resolution.

The speaker did not know whether the 
motion ]gps in order. A similar motion 
had been dealt with during the present 
session. He ruled the motion out of

Mr. Sword moved for a return show­
ing the prices at which the trustees for 
the sinking funds under the loan acts,
1877 and 1887, bought B. C., inscribed 
stock.

Mr. Adams moved that whereas there 
is a very large area in the province north 

j of the Canadian Pacific railway with uo 
! immediate prospects of railway facilities; 
and whereas there are no industries 
which may be prosecuted profitably with­
out such facilities, viz., dairying and hop- 
raising; therefore be it resolved, that it 

1 would be most advantageous if practical ’ 
dairymen and hop grower* could be in- ! 
duced to come into that section of the 
province to prosecute those industries, 
and that it is desirable tlmt this house 
appoint a select committee to consider 
this matter, with the view as above net | 
forth. The comgnitteee to consist of 
Messrs Booth, Anderson, Semlin, Martin 
and the movjer. 'The mover said that 
with' à Tittle encouragement the dairy­
ing tàid hbp industries could be profitably 
prosecuted. There were thousands of 
acres of rpaatifre tond and the propCv 
climate for the Industries, '

The resolution, wa# adopte^ ? rr 
Mr. Sword asked the chief comiûitisiuJi> 

j er if there was any condition inserted qL 
contracts for tfie-construction of tlrn par­
liament buildings stipulating a minimum 
wage for laborers? If not, why not?The -chief commissioner answered thut ! 
no spoti" condition was inserted in the con- ] 
traef.Hon. Mr. Benven said the more he had- 
looked at the Nakusp railway papers, the 
more it became apparent that there was 
a great deal of information that had not 
been brought dowu. Ho would like to 
know the distance from one point to an­
other along the line of railway.

Mr. Kitchen moved the second reading 
of the wide tire amendment bill. The 
motion wa# negatived.

The house went into committee on the 
message of his honor the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor, enclosing An act to establish and 
maintain a library for the use of the 

I legislative assembly, and to constitute a • 
bureau of statistics.” The act was re- i 

! porter! to the house. I
I On motion to go into committee of the | 
j whole on message of his honor the Ineu- i 
tenant-Governor with bill respecting the j 

I Nakusp and tilocan railway. Hon. Mr. , 
Benven said the bill should be pawed j 
until all the information had been | 
brought down by the government. ^

Hon. Mr. Davie consented to allow the 
bill to stand over.The bouse went into committee, Mr. 
Keith in the chair, to consider the county 
courts act. A large number of amend­
ments were made and the bill was report­
ed complete.Mr. Speaker Higgins having resumed 
the chair the adjourned debate on ap­
peal from the decision of the chair on the 
second reading of the bill to amend the 
‘coal mines regulation act' and ‘amend­
ing act, 1890,’ waa continued.

Mr. Speaker's ruling wa# T rule bill 
(No. 18) intituled "‘An Act to amend the 
‘Coal Mines Regulation Act’ and ‘Amend­
ing Act, 1890,’ ’’ out of order, for the fol­
lowing reasons:—First, because it aim* 
to oppose indirect taxation, contrary to 
the provisions of the B. N. A. Act; and, j 
second because it has been decided by I 
the Supreme Court of the province that 
the power to impose unequal taxation 
does not reside with the provincial legis­
lature. See ruling January 29th, present 

' session.) ’Hon. Mr. Davie said he did not quite 
understand the reason» for the speakers 
ruling a» printed. Tbe ‘J£
ation dill not arwe In the bill, rue 
ground he took againat the bill wne that 
it w iinioliatilutlonal. Tlerei waa no
tax imposed by the bill.Mr Speaker «aid ke was perfectly 
clear in the matter. 'The bill proposed 
to tux employers of I'.hinamcn.Mr. Kitchen sal.) If mdirvet taxation 
waa levied by bis bill it waa levied m lie 
general act, as tbe geaernJ act provided 
for a penalty for the employment of 
Chinamenl Its certain: capacities » route 
the min,». He simply wkhqd to make 
the act clear am! idaia.Mr Forster said the general act which 
imposed a penalty waa jatredneed by a 
private member and was not ruled ont. 
Every act Imposed a penalty and if that 
was called a tax. every art Introduced bs 
a private member was out of order.

Dr Milne said the phanancy art pass­
ed similar legation, liât hill provided 

I n fine for chemists who eaiployed meom 
^ potent clerks.* - —___ -«j i* i»o# never been

Hon. Col. Baker said it was just beat­
ing the wind, to discuss the bill in view 
of the decision of the supreme court.

The chair was sustained on the fol­
lowing div Liions.

Aye»—Messrs. Baker, Pooley, Vernon. 
Martin, Croft, Eberts, Hunter, Stoddart. 
Booth Rogers, Adams, Anderson, 
Horne, Smith and Punch»—15. Nays— 
Messrs. Davie, Milne, Semlin, Brown, 
Grant, McKenzie, Sword, Kitchen. 
Brown, Forster, Keith, Cotton and Watt 
—13.

The house adjourned at 5:45.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Redistribution Bill Passes Without Much 

Discussion.

THE PREMIER DOES NOT SPEAK ON IT

Mr. Keith’s Motion to Stop the 8»le of 
Liqnor Around the Legislntlve Hall 
Toted Down, Rut no More Llquorj 
Will h# Sold. 1

MARCH 2.
The Speaker took the chair at two \ 

o’clock. Prayers by Rev. A. B. Win- '

The private bills committee reported the 
drainage end dyking bill to the house.

Mr. Keith moved the following as a 
new rule to be added to the rules and 
orders of the legislative assembly: Rule 
No. 113—No wine, spirits, beer, porter, or • 
other fermented or intoxicating beverage 
shall be brought, supplied, sold, bought, 
given, used, or consumed injor about the 
premises or buildiugs where the legisla­
tive assembly holds its sittings, or in any 
of tbe rooms, buildings, restaurant, or 
premises adjoining the same, or in its or 
in their immediate vicinity, or within.the 
limits of the jurisdiction where the rules 
of the legislative assembly are appli­
cable." The mover said the motion should 
commend itself to the house.

Hon. Mr. Vernon sAid the principle 
might be all right bat he did not thjnfc it 
was a desirable rule. The Speaker had 
complete control of the assembly aud he 
could make rules to deal with the ques­
tion.

Mr. Grant said he would like to see 
anybody go to his pocket# to see if he 
had a bottle of liquor on his person.
Those who did uot wish to use liquor did 
not have to use it.

Mr. Rogers said he had signed a paper 
against the sale of liquor in the house, 
but it with the understanding that 
no motion would be Introduced. The 
matter could be dealt with without a rule.

Mr. Semlin did not wish to curtail any­
one’s privileges but he thought it would 
be in the interests of good government 
to pass the resolution.

Mr. Croft said if the resolution was 
passed it would reflect on the capabilities 
of hon. members to resist drink. He 
had signed a petition to prevent the sale 
of liquora on the premises, but he could | 
not support a motion to place such a 
rule in print.Hon. Mr. Pooley sahMf U wà6^ptonos«ui 
to say what members should have at their 
lunches it would be better to do away 
with the lunch room.Mr. Kitchen supported the motion. It 
was time to stop the use of intoxicating 
liquor on the premises when an hon. 
member got up In the house aud wanted 
to sing “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.” 

j Mr. Speaker—No such thing ever oc* 
j curred in the house. -

Mr. Kitchen—It certainly did.
Mr. Speaker—I deny it. It never oc­

curred, unless it occurred during the two 
hours whit* I was absent yesterday af­
ternoon.Mr. Kitchen—It occurred in committee.

Mr. Speaker—You cannot refer to what 
occurred in committee.

Mr. Kitchen said he would like to see 
the motion amended to do away with the 
refreshmeqt room.Mr. Booth said tie considered the mo­
tion a reflection on the Speaker. The 
Hotise was under control of the Speaker 
and he was well able to reflate it.

Hon. Col. Baker said the actions of 
some member*.^of the opposition might 
lead the public 'to believe that they vtere 
intoxicated, but he did not think any­
one had been drunk. It was in the 

' power of the Speaker to deal with the 
matter.Mr. Martin said the mover of the reso­
lution wa# fouling the nest in which he 
belonged, the legislative essembly. The 
motion might be considered a good elec­
tion dodge by the mover, who was a tem­
perance advocate. All members were in 
favor of temperance, but the motion was in bad baste. He was referring to the ! 
proceedings in committee the other night 
when called to order.Mr. Hunter said" he would support the 
motion if the matter could not be settled 
in» a quieter manner. They had a per­
fect right to protect themselves and fami- 

; lies from the liquor traffic. If the mover f 
would not withdraw the motion and have 
it settled quietly heswould vote for the 
motion.Mr. Brown considered that the passage 
of the resolution would not reflect on the 
member# of the house. It would strength­
en the hands of the Speaker in enforcing 
the rule asked for in the round-robin. , 

Mr. Horne and Mr. Adams thought the 
matter should be left in the hands of the

Mr. Booth said it had never 
phown in the house that Chinamen .as n , 
clnM were more dangerous than other
people.Mr. Sword said the bill was not any 

i different than -be act now on the statute
book.Dr. Watt thought it was better to al­
low doubtful legislation to pas* the house 
and then let the courts decide on its con­
stitutionality. It was in the province of 
the legislature to deal with the China­
men. But in view of the promise of the 

. attorney-genera! to bring in a bill, he 
j thought Ike till ffcoutil be withdrawn.

m

Speaker.Mr. Cotton moved, seconded by Mr» 
Sword, thut the debate be adjourned to 
give the Speaker an opportunity to con­
sider the round-robin.

!j Hon. Mr. Davie jumped excitedly to 
| his feet and objected most strenuously 
' to the adjournment of the debate. He 

said the matter had beeu brought up to 
slander the members of the legislature. 
The round-robin referred to was in hie 
hand, having beeu handed to him by the. 
.Speaker. He had referred it to hie cjI-. 
leagues and had received two notes, in 
bpth of which members of the executive 
agreed to prevent the sale of liquor in 
the refreohment room. If the motion had 

I not been brought up, the government
---' •- MaHcr Z A 'ti



Mr. Cbtton said the attack madè by (tie 
premier was a cowardly one. He had 
not signed the round-robin as he did not 
know that liquor was sold in.the.-e- 
freshment room and because he thought 
the Speaker would deal with the matter. 
He -denied that he wished to slander the 
house. He had moved the adjournment J 
of the debate to allow the Speaker to I 
deal with the question. •

Mr. Sword—I seconded the motion foi
the same reason. „

Hon. Mr. Davie said he did not mean 
that the «embers who moved the id- 
jourmnddt of the debate wished to slan­
der the «embers, but their motion, f 
carried,; would cover up the slime that
had been thrown.

Mr. Cotton withdrew his motion.
Dr. Milao said he had signed the round- 

robhi because he thought it would l>e 
better h> deal with the matter without 
bringing it before the house. He would 
'ike to see the sale of liquor in the lunch 
! tm stopped, but he did net believe in 
fjs-iweting a man from having liquor at 
hi* meals if be wished it.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—It has been said that 
the mattar should be left in the hands of 
the Speaker. The Speaker could not 
make a rule "that would be effective with­
out the' consent of the legislature. Some 
of the remarks that had been made about 
Mr. Keith should not have been applied

to him. He was doing what he consid­
ered to be his duty. The introduction of 
liquor into the house might safely be ar­
gued ns a breach of the privileges of the 
house. If it deterred the members from 
dealing with the business of the house 
it was a breach of the privileges. It 
was laid down in all constitutional au­
thorities that anyone preventing a mem­
ber from dealing with the bnsiney of 
the house was guilty of a breach of prm- 
lege- It *»» not fur to throw the re- 
spooelhility on the Spelter, who could 
not enforce the rale unless it wss sine- 
tinned by the house. The round-robin ; 
hsd been signed by 20 members snd the 
executive should comply with the reqneit. 
He would vote for the motion ss It wss. 
Although ho seldom used the lunchroom 
himself he did not think tint it should 
be sbolished. It wss « grest convenience 
to members who had to attend commit­
tee meetings in the morning and be back 
at the opeping of the house at 2 o'clock. 
He did not know that liquor was so d 
in the lunchroom. If it was, it was in 

l i infraction of the liquor license law of 
Victoria.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he disclaimed any 
insinuation that he considered the mem­
bers voting for the resolution, with one 
exception, were doing so to slander the 
house. He did not stand second to the 
hon. member for Comox in an earnest de­
sire to bring the liquor traffic under such 
control ns to bring freedom and happiness 
to the household. Whenever a general 
motion came before the house to restrict 
the liqqor traffic he would know bow to 
deal wifc it as Society demanded. One 
hon. member had taken the opportunity 
to throw slime. You (Mr. Speaker) call­
ed that gentleman to order when he said 
an hon. member had got up and wanted 
to sing “For He's * Jolly Good Fel­
low.” He commenced to read a little 
poem on scandal mongers when called to 
order by

Mr. Brown, who said that the attor­
ney-general had no right to use lies pub­
lished in the provincial papers in the de­
bate.

Mr. Speaker called the premier to or­
der and referred him to rule 15, which 
states that no member should use offen­
sive language.

Hon. Mr. Davie—I was just reading a 
little paragraph. If the cap fits the hon. 
member who rose to a point of order all 
right. The junior member for Yale, Mr. 
Semlin, insinuated that the public would 
attribute the heated debate the other 1 evening to liquor. If so they would at- j 
tribute the language used by the leader j 
of the opposition—

Mr. .Speaker—Order! order! order!
Hon. Mr: Beaven—Oh, let him go on.
Mr. Speaker—The premier cannot refer 

to what occurred in committee.
Hon. Mr. Davie—I am afraid I cannot 

debate without getting out of order. 
(Hear! hear!)

Mr. Keith closed the debate. He de­
nied that he brought in the resolution for 
the purpose of throwing slime or slander­
ing the members of the house. After 
having circulated the round-robin, he 
found that he would have to bring the 
matter up ns he had done. The only 
names called were those that had been 
called by the attorney-general. That hon 
gehtieman must feel disgusted with him 
self when he used such contemptible lan 
guage as he had done. It was the at 
torney-general who was the scandal mon- j 
ger. Only the other day he had re/j 
peated in the house something that he 
had heard in the lobby.

Mr. Speaker—Out of order.
Mr. Keith—I know I am oat of order.

The attorney-general, when called to or 
der, wotld pot talfe his seat until'he hqd. 
had his miserable say. What would the 
people think if there was a bar in tbo 
supreme court and the judges, jurymen 
and lawyers went out during the session 
to take a drink? But this was done in 
the legislature where the laws administer­
ed in the courts were framed. The reso­
lution did not reflect on the members.

The resolution was negatived on tin- 
following division:

Ayes—Messrs. Semlin, Milne, Beaven, 
McKenzie, Horne, Brown, Sword, Kitch­
en, Forster, Keith, Cotton, Stoddari, 
Kellie and Hunter—14.

Nays—Messrs. Grant, Smith, Punch 
Watt, Baker, Pooley, Davie, Turner. 
Vernon, Martin Eberts, Croft, Booth, 
Rogers, Hall, Anderson, and Adams.—

Hon. Mr. -Davie, after the division wns 
taken, stated that the government had 
given orders that no more liquors Were 
to he sold in the refreshment-room.

i

Hon. Mr. Turner said respecting th * 
‘return asked for, showing the prices al 
which the trustees of the sinking fund 
had bought 'British Columbia inscribed

ka.l Kmm riw-eiv.'il
had bought Britisn i oiumoia umctimm 
stock, that no returns had been received 
since January, 1808, on account of the
illness of one of the trustees.

iHon. Mr. Vernon moved the second 
reading of the redistribution bill, which 
he said was one of the most important 
measures that could be introduced. He 
referred at some length to the history of 
the early governments and parliaments 
of British Columbia. The composition 
of the legislature at the time of confeder­
ation was 12 members from the Island 
and 13 from the Mainland. At that 
time, although the population of the Is­
lam! was the larger the representation 
was the smaller, because it was known 
before long that the population of the 
Mainland must become larger than the 
Island. There was no census of British 
Columbia taken until 1881. so the vo­
ters' lists had to be taken as signs of the 
population. According to the lists ‘he 
Imputation of the Island was larger thm 
the Mainland for 13 years. In 1886 ^ic 
number of 'Representatives was increased 
by two members, one for the Mainland 
and one for the Island. In I860 »he 
membership was again increased, the 
Mainland being given 17 and the Islan 1 
16 members. The present bill gave the 
Mainland 19 and the Island 14 members. 
From confederation to the present time, 
neither area, revenue or population had 
been taken for a basis upon which to 
form a redistribution bill. The govern­
ment, in preparing the present bill, de- 1 
tided that 33 were sufficient to represent 
the country during the next four years. 
It was considered that it would be un­
wise to decrease the number of mem­
bers and it was agreed not to increase 
the number, so a redistribution methoM 
was decided upon. ft was decided ro 
give the cities representatives according to 
their population, and the cities were gfr- 
e» one member for every 4000 peojtle. 
Westminster was entitled to one and a 
half ,tmt not to two members, but no 
doubt it wopld soou be entitled to an- . 
other. The'*,dtfes were given 9 mem j 
hers to represent their 49.000 people, leav- 1 
intr 24 members to represent the 55.000 
[•eople in the rural districts. Although 
tin- Indians were looked after by the Do­
minion government and did not pay taxes, 
they had to be taken into^ consideration 
e • were also the Chinaman who d’rt con 
tribute to the revenur. It would be im­
proper to alone take into consideration I the population in considering the repre- 

I seutation of the rural districts. The 
| white population of Cassiar amounted to 
[about 500 and the Indians about 4700,
I ho if the Indians were not considered,
I Cassiar would not even be entitled to one I 
* member; in fact all the representatives 

would be grouped in New Westminster 
I and Yale districts. The bill before fàej 

house, he was sure, would satisfy rb.* 
electors as a whole. So far uo criticism 
of the bill had been beard. The press 
had been very silent and he thought if 
there was anything objectionable it 
would have berô heard before now. Vic­
toria was left as it was. So had Esqui­
mau, which was entitled to two mem­
bers in view of the works being carried 
on there. Victoria district and the Is- r1 lamia had two members, whereas they 
formerly had three. Alberni had been 
merged into Cowiehan and the combined 
district was given two members, where 
the two districts now return three mem­
bers. Nanaimo City and district re- I 
turned the same number of members as j 
formerly, three. The boundaries of j 
mox had been extended while Cassiar 1 
was decreased. Both returned one mem- 

| be*. Westminster district and Vaneou- I 
ver city had each been given an addi- , 
tional member. Westminster city an l-J 
Yale district were about the same, with 
the exception that the boundaries of Yalo 
had been slightly changed. Lillooet was 
about the same, while Cariboo had one 
member less. It was hoped that the 
population of Cariboo will soon be largely 
increased and It would theu be entitled 
to the same representation that It has 
now. East Kootenay remained the same; 
while an additional member had been 

I given to West Kootenay, the population 
I of which had largely increased. He had 
not gone into details of the imputation 

I of each district as they were dry and 
could be better discussed in committee. 
The change in the management of the vo­
ters’ lists was absolutely necessary, as I 
many men whose names were on the list, 
had passed away and other names were 
duplicated. It was in the interest of 
the province to have corrected voters'! 
lists. He was satisfied that the bill 

I would meet with approval from all parts 
Df the province, as an equitable and jn-«t 
I measure. The bill before the house 
showed the fallacy of the charge that i‘ 
was a gerrymander. The district» de­
creased were represented by government j 

j supporters while those increased were re-i 
presented by opposition members. li j ! could not be denied that the basis of n- 
presentation In the cities was a fair ona/] 
He hoped the measure would be apprTfivTi- | 
ed in an unbiased manner, and that pro- I 

I vinchil, not district 'iuterests, would Tie j|
I considered. The details of the bill coulb 

be altered in committee.
! Hon. Ûlr. Heaven was i>are that thvl 
moderate language used by the chief 
commissioner of lands and work* must 
commend itself to hon. members. The 
actions of hhe government could only be 
judged by the measures that they intro­
duced in the legislature! All agreed that 
the people should be properly represent­
ed, but the bill before tfye house did lot 
carry out this prospect in its entirety. 
There were different opinions as to bow 

I the country shuld be represented. Some 
argued that the population should be the 
basis of representation, others that in­
terests should be the basis, others that 
property should be the bask, and atm 
other» that territory should be the bask. 
Most people, however, adroit ted that men 
should be represent; as far a# possible.
The majority of thé>oters should decide 
the way In which the province should be 
legislated for. It would he difficult ft 
frame a mea«nveriest would bring about

this principle in its entirety, but after 
the delay there had been In bringing 
down the measure it was to be expected 
that it would be of more useful and 
permanent benefit. The chief commis­
sioner bad referred to the iutrod.vtion 
in this province of responsible govern­
ment. He made a mktake when he said 
that representation had never been based 
on population or interests. The first con­
stitution act passed in the province was 
framed on the basis of interest» and in­
terests alone. He could not say what 
influenced the government of which the 
chief commissioner was a member when 
they increased the number of members 
by six. The various interests of the pro­
vince were the basis on which the first 
constitution bill, which brought the pro­
vince into existence, was batted. The 
first change was made by a government 
of which he was a member. One mem­
ber was taken from the mining district 
of Kootenay and given to the mining 
district of Cassiar. to which district a 
large number of miners were moving. 
He was one of those who objected to 
this change, as he argued that the min­
ing representative of Kootenay could re­
present the mining district of the north. 
He also Objected toibon the ground that 
the population of Kootenay would in­
crease again, as he was glad to say it 
had. The same was the case with Cas­
siar, which district the miners had left, 
but would return to. Then there was 
Cariboo, which was not ns prospérons as 
formerly, but was regaining its popula­
tion, and was to be developed. The chief 
commissioner also referred to the patri­
otism of Home members who had assisted 
in the framing of the bill. He did not 
know that there were more than five 
members of the executive. After the 
time that had been spent in framing the 
bill the province was entitled to a meas­
ure that would give proper representa­
tion. The general complaint was that 
the minority rule the province. What 
was wanted was a radical change where/ 
by the majority wi^ule. A mere change 
of the boundaries 7*afc.|he division of 
some of tiÂ^stÿcla Into ridings was 
not what was waited. The biU just in­
creased the representation of »he ni-» 
nority. If the bill was passed the ma- i 
jority would not fee heard in the legisL&,| 
tive hall. It could ; tint be the wish df 
the government that they should have 
the minority of those enjoying the fran­
chise supporting $»ero. What was want- 

! ed was that the -Wjority of the people 
j entitled to vote shrfuld rule, not tue urn- I jority of the representatives. He *as 
| sorry to hear frequent references to the 
Island and the 'Mainland, as if they were 
two separate portions of the province.
He challenged any one to point out a 
division of the house by -which the rei 
prwentativee of thé Island had arrived1 
themselves against the representatives of 
the Mainland, or vice versa. The bal­
ance of powedr referred to -was unly Vis­
ionary. He regretted to see that in the 
census returns brought down the gov­
ernment had gone to the trouble to ob- ! 
tain the population of ihe Island and of 
the Mainland art" if they were two dif­
ferent provinces. There was no O.her 
theory underlying the returns. The in­
terests of the citizens of Victoria were : 
bound up with the int«-eets of the mirer 
or settler in the most remote portion of 
the province. It was mischievous to try 
to divide the1 province into two portions
by referring to where the largest popula­
tion was. If the basis of the representa­
tion was founded on the population, all 
the representatives would be massed in 
the southern portion of the province. If 
representation had been based on the 
population in early days, Cariboo would 
have had all the representatives. It was 
disappointing that after so long a delay 
the government could not bring down a 
bill that would give the majority of the 
people the right to say what laws should 
or should not be passed. The biH should 
he placed in the waste paper basket and 
a better one introduced. The bill was 
not worth all the talk with which ;ts in­
troduction had been heralded. After the 
anouncemente -made by the late premier 
and the present government, it was to be 
thought that a broad and statesmanlike 
measure would be brought down! He 
would be very sorry to hear of any vio- 
tonee being attempted in the province, 
but the measure before the house, one 
that allowed the minority to rule, wss 
such a one as caused the violence that 
was heard of In different parts of the 
world. The basis of representation woe 
wrong as long as it allowed the minority 
to role. As long as thk lasted there 
would be dissatisfaction and distrust. The 
basis of representation had been going 
from bad to worse. No one had ever at­
tempted to tfhow to him that it was nvc- 
«wary to have tiiirty-tbree members. The 
six members added in 1800 had been lo
hîliî?2î,!i.t0 Lhe proTinM: io be
”™*7edtJhe ^hange had been a detri-

"S* object o1 the bill was 
that the minority should make the laws 
and say wiho should administer :hcm.

Mr. Brown after showing up tnc 
| cowardly tactic» of the government in 
,7'u;ln* 10 «U their opponent, hn.l
tZ.”'nPmCü?ed 10 a"lw" «»»• ®t the 

*>;• ,Mr- Vernon. Th. old liL? ! 13 ” 1,land and 13 Main- 
lend made at confederation, hail reuog-
£* ®f outlaying constituée■
An !»j.u7^.P?,x>rti0Date representation.
All admitted that cities should not have
t!.")!.™ In Proportion as conn
trTconatltuenclea, and In tkoee rtaya, 
wrge part of the population of

land cities had at least as much popula­
tion as the two on the island. But hé 
had not dwelt upon that, and did not 
mean to. He felt assured that the mass 
of people in all four were a unit in their 
desire for good government, and a man 
who came to the house to advocate that 
was a good representative, no matter 
where be came from. What made Mr. 
Vernon*» statement an unfortunate one 
for the government was. that the same 
rule had not been carried out in other 
cases, and they could not plead that they 
had not thought of it. If it was right, as

of course it was, in the case of the Jit- I 
ies, It was right in other cases also- all ! 
t-onetitueucies of the same das» should 
have been dealt with, as among them 
selves, on the basis of population. The ! 
government, not having done this wa* 
self-condemned. Esquimau, Mr. Ver 
non had said, was entitled to retain Us 
present representation, as Its population 
was Increasing and large works were tu | 
go forward there shortly. And almost 
immediately afterwards he had told us 
that Cariboo had been reduced one mem 
ber, but that work» now going on and 
to be undertaken there would, no doubt, 
speedily bring it up to its old standing. 1 
Now Cariboo, a sparsely settled, out 
lying district, of immense area, was eu- 
titled to greater representation in prop 
ortiou than Ekquimalt, yet under the bill 
it was to be given just the same, al­
though it had more voters than Esqui 
mult, and had increased more in six 
or eight mouths than Esquimalt had in 
four years. After congratulating Mr. 
Veruou on the smooth way in which he 
had slipped over the dangerous points 
of the bill, Mr. Brown proceeded to his 
own criticism of the measure. He said 
one could not but be struck with the in­
grained sectionalism of the government 
as displayed both in the bill itself, a ad 
the comments made upon it both in this 
house and in the government organs. The 
bill divides the country into two camps 
—•Mainland and Island—and proceeds up- i 
on the assumption that these are t;ii 
In themselves and hostile to each other. 
The bill was an invitation to the people 
of the province to consider themselves not 
British Columbians, but Mninlanders or 
Islanders as the case might be. In con­
trast with this the steady demand of the 
it dependent party for fair and «quai 
representation of the whole people of the 
province, in the legislature, stood out, 
broad, statesmanlike and patriotic, 
against the narrow, sectional policy of 
the government. Thk was even more ap­
parent when one came to look into de­
tails a little. We were told that, us be­
tween Mainland and Island, the division 
was exactly according to poulutlon. In 
his peregrinations up and down the conn 
try, at the country's expense, the preui 
1er had endeavored to make it appear 
that the Independents were demanding 
all the representation fpr the cities. The 
false statement had been accompanied by 
a declaration that the government would ■ 
be careful to guard the interests of thi 
outlaying, sparsely nettled districts, 
large area. The bulk of the lutter 
course lay upon the Mainland, und « 
whose expense had their 4 interests l**ti 
guarded? If we take a division of th^ 
province which recognizes both the na­
tural boundaries, anil not one only; if 
we divide the province into three parts 
by the gulf and the Cascades, we find u 
large proportion of voters to population, 
tdiowing at once one strong reason why 
they should have large representation iu 
proportion to their population. Dealing 
with the figures as we have them before 
us—a course which made his argument 
less striking than it would be had we sh« 
correct figures for West Kuoteuay—we 
find that thk trans-Cascade country is 
given by the bill one member for each 
890 of white population, and each 364 
voter». This, of course, ia according to 
the figures as we have them before us. 
iu the cis-Caocade region, or lower Main­
land, we have rather more thun 3,OJU 
population, and about 900 voters per 
member. Now if we compare this latter 
division with the Island division, we tiud 
that there 1» little difference betweeu 
them, iu respect of the things which en­
ter into a calculation like the present.
The 'Mainland division) ha» a little the 
better of it in the inhabited territory. In 
Imputation and in voters,but the divisions 
may be taken as practically equal, and 
what difference there is strengthens tin? j 
argument. It follows, of course, that we 
should find the same difference in pro­
portion of representation to popolation 
and voters betweeu the trons-Cascudc 
division of the Mainland and the MauduifiBiuu VI 141c .uoiuiuuu uuu IUC irnairi,
that we find between the two" divisions 
of tiie ’Mainland. But do we?' On the
•ontrary, we find that 540 and some 2,0UU

, __» ,« muw nays, 1
_ — X.» the population of the whole

province, according to the beet date he 
had, was in Victoria. It was noneence to 
talk about balance of power, that was
got UP bv Wi-fret"----- ‘ "____ vuinuce or power, that wasgot up by certain eapatalistic and mon­
opolistic clique, who saw a chance by
Its aid to govern the province In their 

1 own interest *«'1 v "____ __ govern the province In their
11 own interest, and they had done it, too, , 
I more or lew, from that day to thi*. Mr. 
j Vernon bad said that no government since 
confederation had been able to agrée up- 
on any basis of representation—nither 
area, intercuts, nor opposition, but this ij 
bill had established the MH of represen- | 
tut ion by population as far a* the cities 
were concerned. Mr. Brown showed that ! 
thk was hart#» correct, asdhitWo Main

---vuu.iBI/, WÇ uuu mal »rw uuu 0UIUC •••'-
white population ou the Island arc Lo--—| 
have as much political power as 900 on 
the lower Mainland. Except pure and 
unadulterating sectionalism, no reason 
can be advanced to justify this. , Com I 
paring the two divisions^ we find city 
population, agricultural and other pop | 
ulation, both about equal to each other, 
with the advantage a little to the credit 
of the Mainland division, and yet the | 
Island division is to have a majority of | 
five in the legislature. This Is, as bus al- | 
ready been said, treating the Mainland 
and the Iriand a* two, not que. A strong 

I er -bid for that separation. Tnl- which w" 
have heard so much—a sgteegn argu­
ment for those who advocaté St—it would 
be hard to find. It Is true that Comox I 
hie been extended to include bart of ih - 
Mainland, but it Is also true that Cassiar | 
has been made to include what was for­
merly part of Oopiox, so timfthc argu I
mtnt from population and JfoWBi is not |
materially affected. Perhaps tnk point 
would be beet brought out by way of an 
illustration. A"certain prince came in- ' 
to possession of some territory in a coun 
try distant from hi* own, and sent out 
his (wo sou* to manage it. They were to 
arrange details between themselves, and 
to mn tithe gross revenue to hi* tn-** 
urer, who would send them what appear 
ed from their report to be •-

enable them to live decently ati 
for the management of the est 
report was that the estate embi 
•quare miles of territory, and 
square miles of it needed little, a 
be managed at the rate of |200 , 
but the remainder 30 square mil| 
^oire a larger expenditure, ea; 
per square mile. A river made i— 
division of the territory, and eadH 
took one side of it. The younge* 
was called away just as they ag 
this, and the report was writti 
rider. He did not think It net 
mention that the whole of the 
<>f expensive territory, in additio* 

of the other, lay in that 1 
«state east of the river, which „ 
er brother had undertaken to 
«° that the treasurer sent the ! 
the whole amount of >84,000 
Sow k will be aeen that the divg 

reed upon was: The elder bvoi 
Square miles at $200, $12,000; the 
er brother, 60 square miles, and 
square mile» at $2,000, $72,0<
accident had kept the younger br< 
his own territory nil this time, 1 
finit he knew about the receptio 
application had met with was t 
from the elder brother, whose nai 
Theodore, running like this: “O 
posai to base allowance from hi 
a rate p»r mile has been accept' 
the sum of $84,000, equal to 
mile, has been sent me. I have 
tu waive any daim I might have 
rider, and to retain only my exi 
portion—60 miles at $560, equal 
000, and therefore enclos.* you y 
share, namely $50,400." And tt 
went around and told what 
brother he was, and what a ji 
exact division he had made, and 
toadies of his little court sang his 
but hû» brother did not take tha 
He wired him a short message: ‘1 
ominaible scoundrel, if you want 
whole bones in your skin, don't c 
my side of the river." And to 
there- are people who insist rhi 
younger brother is a man of unj 
violent temper, whom nothing *vil| 
fy. He had shown that the bill 
nized, endorsed, perpetuated eectii 
ns the ibasis of re-presentation in 1 
islature. Turning to the discuss® 
the measure, as it should have beei| 
ed, that was, by constituencies, it 
be found to be almost as involvf 
mystifying ns a Chine*» puzzle, 
for iustatree, the two ends of the 
’Squimalt and Comox. Under thi 
arrangement, Oomox will uot bel 
behind 'Squimalt iu actual nwm| 
voters, or in population, indeed, 
probable that its population will t 
er. Its territory is immensely larg® 
as an outlaying, sparsely settled 
it is entitled to tarter proportion] 
presentation than 'Squimalt. Evd 
acknowledged that, the bill itself 
nized that argument in other casj 
course, a» compared with other ou 
constituencies, no injustice was 
Comox; it was treated pretty 
the outlaying constituency on the 
land was treated, If one could ven 
talk about "average" in discussing 
a hotch-potch of a bill. But thk 1 
uot only more clearly the enorini 
voritism with which 'Squimalt ha 
treated. Even in contrast with 
an Cowiehan, 'Squimalt was 
the white-headed boy, while 
tinst with Comox and N
the favoritism shown it amounti 
scandal. Y« the fact that the 
mi nt had not dared to divide it, 
of risking one of the seats, show, 
wen this pet government const 
contained amongst its voters a 
of good British Columbians, broa- 
ed, provincial men, and he hope| 
would be able to muster strength" 
election to read the government f 
on the result* of petty, sectional 
istration. Someone should offer a 
for the discovery of the system 
which the trans-Cascade constif 
have been dealt with, for his 
gave it up. He might notice h* 
exceedingly dmracteristic trick 
had been plaÿed in the extending 
mox to the coast district of what 
Westminster district, so that its 1 
to Comox would not threaten tin 

, influence there, while It would em 
government to claim the relative] 
revenue of that part of WestmTi 
“Island’* revenue. As he had sr 
instance of “purloining" was ei 
characteristic. Another chara 
trick was the cutting of the pr 
about the registration of voters i 
bill. In 1890, these had been ei 
in a separate act. Even in 180 
the change made was a little 
detail, caused by the annexation 

_ toria city of certain small stripe 
N surrounding districts, two bills b 

introduced, one to ameqd the consl 
and one to amend the voters* act.l 
we had a most important amendm 
the constitution, and a radical 
ment of the voters’ act brought 
house in one and the same bill, 
title which did not refer to eitheil 
acts it amended. A^ he hud saidl 
a trick, and a Very small, contc| 
trick at that. It was don^ of 

hi oh

■

to divert attention from thi ob 
registration provisions. An exan 
of these clauses governing the regi 
of voters would show that they h 
carefully constructed on the prin 
putting the lists absolutely at thi 
of the government. The provk 
an appeal from the verdict of th< 
tor—a provision which had been 
statute book for 20 years—wai 
a way; not only were collectors m 
solute dictators but machinery 1 
vided by which they could harass 
or undesirable voters with nil 
queetious, and a savage penalty 
and costs or imprisonment with 
bor, was held over the head of nr 
cant to vote, who could be cauf 
ping in his answers to any of the 
tions. And for fear even theiie 

. Ing provisions should prove ineff<
1 10 yuote tfae tanguate of the bill1
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ame it was, in the caee of the dt- / 
was right in other cases also; all 

tueuciea of the same class should 
been dealt with, ae among them ! 

on the basis of population. The I 
meut, not having done this was 
ude in tied. Eequimalt, Mr ’ Ver 
ad said, was entitled to retain it* 
t representation, as its population j 
icreasing and large works were lo I 
nvard there shortly. And almost 
lately afterwards he had told us 1 
ariboo had been reduced one meuv 
at that works now going on and 
undertaken there would, no doubt ! 
w briog it up to its old standing! I 
•ariboo, a sparsely settled, out 
istrlct, of immense area, was eu- 
Lo greater representation in prop 
than Esquimult, yet uuder the bill 

to be given just the same, ul- 
it had more votera than Esqui 

ind had increased more in six 
months than Esquimalt had in 

•are. After congratulating Mr. 
on the smooth way in which be 

Pped over the dangerous point! 
bill, Mr. Brown proceeded to his 
ticism of the measure. He said 
Id not but be struck with the m- 
sectionalism of the government 

uyed both in the bill itself, and 
ments made upon It both in this 
ad in the government organs. The 
dee the country into two camps 
md and Island—and proceeds np- 
assumption that these are 1:11 
telvee ami hostile to each other, 
was an invitation to the people 

•oviuce to consider themselves not 
Columbians, but Mainlanders or 
i as the case might be. In eou- 
:h this the steady demand of tin* 
ent party for fair and equal 
lation of the whole people of the 

in the legislature, stood out, 
statesmanlike and patriotic, 
the narrow, sectional policy of 
ument. This was even more ap- 
hen one came to look into dc- 
ttle. We were told that, as be- 
ainland and Island, the division 
;tly according to poulation. In 
inations up and down the conn 
ie country’s expense, the preui 

endeavored to make it appear 
independents were demanding 

presentation fqr the cities. The 
ement had been accompanied by 
ion that the government would 

to guard the interests of the 
sparsely settled districts,

The bulk of the latter 
upon the Mainland, and 

>ense had their » interests 
If we take a division of 
rhich recognizes both the nu-' 
idaries, and not one only; if 
the province into three parts 

f and the Cascades, we find a 
ortion of votera to population, 

once one strong reason why 
have large representation in 

to their population. Dealing 
gures as we have them before 
ie which made his argument 
; than it would be had we tii* 
ires for West Kootenay—we 
his trans-Cascade country is 
he bill one member for each 
ite population, and each 304 
is, of course, it* according to 
as we have them before us. 

ascade region, or lower Maiu- 
ave rather more than 3,tk)U 
and about OUU voters per 

low if we compare this latter 
h the lalaud division, we find 
» little difference between 
jpect of the things which en- 
calculatlon like the present, 
nd division; ha» a little the 
in the inhabited territory, in 
ml in voters,but the divlsioas 
en as practically equal, and :
•nee there is strengthens the 
,t follows, of course, that we 
the same difference in pro- 
epreseutation to population 
between the trous4Jascade 
ie Mainland and the Island, 

between the two' divisions 
land. But do we?' On the j 
find that 540 and some 2,00u 
lion ou the Island arc to 
h political power ns 900 on 
fainland. Except pure and 
ig sectionalism, no reason 
need to justify this. Com 
iwo division», we find city 
fcricultural and other poi>- 
•feout equal to each other, 

antage a little to the credit 
land division, and yet the 
n is to have a majority of 
filature. This U, as has ul 
aid, treating the Mainland 
d as two, not one. A strong 
at s« pa ration of which we 

much—a 4ftcgti argu- 
who advocate It—it would
I. It ie true that Comox 

tided to include part of ibe­
lt is also true that Gaasiar 

e to Include what was xor- 
Coiuox, so thnf'tbc argu- 
mlntion and .voMk Is not 

ectod. Perhaps this point 
brought out by way of an 

certain prince came ln- 
f some territory in a coun 
om hie own, and sent out 
i manage it. They were to 
a between themselves, ami 
rro«* revenue to his truss- 
Id «end them wh»t npiv ir 

MMMHMI to

^aMe them to live decently and provide 
*or the management of the estate. The 
r<i>ort was that the estate embraced 150 
miuare miles of territory, and that 120 
square miles of it needed little, and could 
be managed at the rate of $200 per mile, 
but the remainder 30 square miles would 
^Qoire a larger expenditure, say, $2,000 
per square mile. A river made a natural 
division of the territory, and each brother 
took one side of it. The younger brother 
was called away just as they agreed upon 

Q-bd the report was written by the 
elder. -He did not think it necessary to j 
mention that the whole of the 30 miles 
ef expensive territory, in addition to the 
<i0 of the other, lay in that part of the 
«state east of the river, which the young­
er brother had undertaken to manage 
so that the treasurer sent the draft for 
the whole amount of $84,000 to him. 
Sow it will be saçn that the division ag­

reed npon was: The elder brother, 00 
Square miles at $200, $12,000; the young­
er brother, 00 square miles, and also 30 
square miles at $2,000, $72,000. A.i
accident had kept the younger brother in 
his owu territory all this time, an.I the 
timt he knew about the reception their 
application had met with was a letter 
from the elder brother, whose name was 
Theodore, running like this: “Our pro­
posal to bane allowance from home on 
n rate p»r mile has been accepted, and 
the sum of $84,000, equal to $500 per 
mile, has been sent me. I have decided 
to waive any claim I might have as the 
elder, and to retain only my exact pro­
portion—60 miles at $500, equal to $33,- 
000, au-.l therefore enclose you your full 
share, namely $50,400.” And then he 
went around and told what a good 
brother he was, and what a just and 
exact division he had made, and all the 
toadies of his little court sang his praises; 
but hi» brother did not take that view.
He wired him a short message: “You ab­
ominable scoundrel, if you want to keep 
whole bones in your skin, don’t come on 
my side of the river.” And to this day 
there are people who insist that the 
younger brother is a man of unjust and 
violenutemptv,^ whom nothing will satis­
fy. He had shown that the bill ae • g 
nize.d, endorsed, perpetuated sectionalism 
as the basis of representation in the leg­
islature. Turning to the discussion of 
the measure, as it should have been fram­
ed, that was, by constituencies, it would 
be found to be almost as involved and 
mystifying as a Chinese puzzle. Take, 
for iustawce, the two ends of the island, 
’Squimalt and Comox. Uuder the new 
arrangement, Oomox will not be much 
behind ’Squimalt in actual number of 
voters, or in population, indeed, it is 
probable that its population will be larg­
er. Its territory is immensely larger, and 
as an outlaying, sparsely settled district, 
it is entitled to larger proportionate re­
presentation than ’■Squimalt. Everybody 
acknowledged that, the bill itself recog­
nized that argument in other cases. Of 
course, as compared with other outlaying 
constituencies, no injustice was done to 
Comox; it was treated pretty much as 
the outlaying constituency on the Main­
land was treated, if one could venture to 
talk about “average” In discussing such 
a hotch-potch of a bill. But this brought 
nut only more clearly the enormous fa­
voritism with which ’Squimalt had been 
treated. Even in contrast with Victoria 
an Oowichan, ’Squimalt was evidently 
the white-headed boy, while in con­
trast with Como* and Nanaimo, 
the favoritism shown it amounted t<f a 
scandal. Yet the fact that the govern­
ment had not dared to divide it, for fear 
of risking one of the seats, showed that 
even this pet government constituency 
contained amongst its voters a number 
of good British Columbians, broad-mind 
ed, provincial men, and he hoped they 
would be able to muster atrength at the 
election to read the government a leaaon 
on the reaulU of petty, aectiooal admin 
ietrntion. Someone ahould offer a rewant 
for the discovery of the system upon 
which the trana-Caarnde constituencies 
have been dealt with, for hla part he 
gave it up. He might notice here, the 
exceedingly clmracterietic trick which 
had been pla#vd in the extending of Co­
mox to the const district of what to now 
Westminster «strict, so that its addition 
to Comox would not threaten the ruling 
influence there, while It would enable the 
government to claim the relatively largo 
revenue of that part of Westminster as 
“Island” revenue. As he had said, this 
instance of “purloining” was eminently 
characteristic. Another characteristic 
trick was the cutting of the provisions 
about the registration of voters Into this 
bill. In 1890, these had been embodied 
in a separate act. Even in 1861, when 
the change made was a little matter of 
detail, caused by the annexation to > le 
toria city of certain small strips of the 
surrounding districts, two bills had been 
introduced, one to ameqd the constitution 
and one to amend the voters’ act. Now 
we had a most important amendment of ( 
the constitution, and a radical amend 
ment of the voters’ act brought Into the 
house in one and the same bill, under a 
title which did not refer to either of the 
acts it amended. ,Ap he had said, it was 
a trick, and a Very small, contemptible 
trick at that. It was done, of course, 
to divert attention from the obnoxious 
registration provisions. An examination 
of these clauses governing the registration 
of voters would show that they had been 
carefully constructed on the principle of 
putting the lists absolutely at the mercy 
of the government. The provision for 
an appeal from the verdict of the collec­
tor—a provision which had been on our 
statute book for 20 years—was swept

I
 away; not only were collectors made ab­
solute dictators but machinery was pro­
vided by which they could harass doubtful 
or undesirable voters with nil sorts of 
questions, and a savage penalty of $500 
and costs or imprisonment with hard la­
bor, was held over the head of any appli­
cant to vote, who could be caught trip­
ping in his answers to any of these ques­
tions. And for fear even these sweep­
ing provisions should prove ineffectual.—■■■■HhHhnpmH itself-

“to «•to- to five fall and due effect)* 
toe me»oin«r flm¥ intent of the provision» 
contained in this act," which mean», of 
course, in order to secure to this gov­
ernment if possible, another lease of 
power, the legislature 1» commanded to 
sign away Its functions, to hand over the 
power of legislation in this whole mat­
ter to the government, so that they shall 
be empowered to repeal, alter or amend 
any provision of the Mil, even to make 
e new redistribution by order in council.
It seemed Impossible that such a propo­
sition should be made to a British legisla­
ture in the evening of the 19th centurr. 
but an examination of clause 21 would 
snow that he had not overstated the case. 
Returning for a moment to the manner 
in which representation bad been appor­
tioned, and constituencies had been eut 
and carved, he wished to point out how 1 
completely the government had discredit- 
ed its own excuse for the postponement 
of redistribution—-that It was waiting for 
correct information as to population. Not 
only had population been disregarded in 
ail instances, In the apportionment of 
representation to constituencies, with per- 
hape one exception, but the old bound­
aries had been shifted and confused mi' 
ÎTBt.^enieU(’h information aâ was to 
be obtained from the. printed census about \ 
the population of former constituencies. "î.!?Vr °* Mtfle in discus-

had refused to briug it down. As they 
had used the money of the province to 
liay for their electioneering tours, so 
they had used it to pay for information 
which enabled them to carry out tbeir 
gerrymander. In the vase of West Koo­
tenay, but he believed in that case only, 
the increase of population since the cen­
sus had been taken into account—in other 
cases it had been ignored. He had -il 
ready pointed to the scandalous case of 
’squimalt, as contrasted with other con- ; 
stituencies on the Island, and that was 
by no means tfif only scandal. He could , 
point to constituencies of the name class 
—which should have exactly the same] 
treatment in the matter of proportion of 
representation to population—which were 1 
so differently treated in the bill that a 
voter in one of them represented six 
times as much political power as a voter 
in the other. Hé would not occupy time 
now in comparing constituencies. Put- j 
ting the bill alongside the voters’ lists, [ 
any man could see for himself whnt a j 
jumble it was. He would turn for | ) 
moment to the question: How should the 

The considéra- 1bill havve been Jpramed? 
rhich lmw entered i:

of} the bill as we had it, were apparent 1 
enough. The government had gone to a '• 
certain length in the direction of recog- j 
nizing the right of the people to fair repre- ; 
sentatiou in the legislature, and the aim 
of the bill was to minimize ns much as 
IHissible the good effect of these forced 
concessions. The people would not be 
slow to see’ this, and he believed they 
would not be slow to resent it. Wheré- 
ever he had spoken -on this . subject 
throughout the province he had found 
unanimous acknowledgment that the fair 
plan of British Columbia mis to give 
large, sjsiraely settled districts represen­
tation which should be over the average, 
cities representation under the average, 
amlt hè comparatively well settled agri­
cultural districts whnt he would call fair 
average representation, and to treat all-' 
districts of the same class alike, as near­
ly ns It was possible to do so. The bill 
went just far enough in the direction of 
recognizing this principle to emphasize its 
unfairness. This was especially true in 
tjie matter of treating alike all constitu­
encies of the same class. Esquimalt, for 
instance, should belong lo the class of 
comparatively well-settled agricultural 
eonstituenceies, yet it would have a uiem 
ber for 233 voters, while some of the out- _ 
lyinK constituencies would have to put up 
With a member for six of seven hundred 
voters. Why, again, should Yale be put 
off with a member for 000 voters, while 
its next dor neighbor had one for 130? 
The bill was a slight mitigation, merely, 
not a change of the present system. The 
principle of the bill was the principle un­
der winch we had been working—that the 
few should rule the nuiuy. A small con- 
cesion to populqr right had ben wrung 
from the. government, and the govern­
ment was arranging to offset this by 
cooking the voters’ lists, by a subsidized 
press/ by bribes to constituencies, to cor­
porations, to syndicates. But he believed 1 
that 'the people were awake—were resolv­
ed that the general eiction of 1894 should 
sound tlie death-knell of autocracy and 
corruption in British Columbia.

Col» Baker said the govern inept were 
to be congratulated on the very mild 
criticism that their measure had been 
treated to by the members of the oppo­
sition who had already spoken. If the 
majority were to rule the cities would 
rule the rural districts, and in fact would 
be entitled to 21 members out of the 
33 When Mr. Beaven referred to West­
minster being entitled to more represen­
tatives than Nanaimo, he did not tike m- 

to consideration the fact of an import- i 
ant industry carried on at Nanaimo that 
was not carried on at Westminster. Es­
quimau was entitled to two mémoire. 
The voters of that district were princi­
pally married men, and the population 
was a fast increasing one. (Laughter ) 
The bill would do away with eeetlml- 
iam, the Island and the Mainland having 
been joined by the extension of Comox 
to the Mainland. , , . . w

Mr. Semiin said the people had been 
waiting for four years for the bill. Af­
ter four yea re’ incubation the people dW 
not have a measure that they wished. 
The government admitted that faults ex­
isted in the present act, and a» the same 
system was followed in the measure be­
fore the house, faults also existed in It. 
Whnt was wanting in thfcTwesoat bill 
was equality between the differ» it cou- 
stltuenoies. The same discrepances oc- 
oarred in Lho bill ae occurred m the act. 
He was satisfied that in some «cêstlt- 
nencies it would take fbur elcotonl to have 
a» much powi»r as one In another con­
stituency. If Yale were represented on 
the same basis as Eequ-malt Yale would 
be entitled to M * was

fair to give the cities representation ac­
cording to population, the same system 
would be fair'in the districts.. If the 
government were right in dividing cer­
tain districts into ridings Why were ell 
districts not divided into ..ridings? If 
the system was not a just one why in­
troduce it in certain districts? Hie con­
tention was that the legislature should 
deal carefully with the voters’ lists. The 
present biH gave the government power 
to strike every individual voter off the 
list- If the government, through their 
subalterns,’ said any one skmild not be a 
voter, there was no appéal against it. 

j He hoped that he did not understand 
I this provision rightly. The government 
had the power to disfranchise every voter 
in the province. The bill should be 
brought in as two. bills, one dealing with 
redistribution and one -with the registra­
tion of voters. He knew of one c ase 
where one of the oldest residents of the 
province when he Went to vote at the 
last general election was told by cbe re­
turning officer that he wae dead. The 
voter showed that he was very much 
alive, but that did not regain, for him 
his right to vote. No name should be 
removed from the list without good 
reason being given. There were different 
manners of gerrymander. Under the bill 
there wtis a sign of gerrymander. The 
government could when they saw that 
the accumulated vote would be in their 
favor but the distributed vote would not 
■divide the accumulated vote from the dis­
tributed vote by forming ridings.. He 
could not vote for the bill.

Hob. iMr. Pooley contended that the 
remarks of the leader of the opposition 
were more in favor of than against the 
bill. His criticism, however, had been 
very fair. Every interest in the pro­
vince was fairly represented. There 
were ten representative» of the mining 
Interests, thirteen of the agricultural in­
terests, five of thé fishing interests and 
nine from the cities. The first objection 
that he heard against the bill came from 
the hon. members* for New Westminster 
city and Yale, The settlers of Eequi- 

i malt were all. permanent settlers, and be- 
! «ides this some extensive works were to 
be constructed.

Dr. Milne could not see why the new 
Oowichan district could not be divided 
into two districts, the two portions being 
•so far apart. Nanaimo district had been 
divided, and it would have been equally 
as reasonable to have divided Oowichan 
into two districts. The government 
should explain why they divided Nanai­
mo district. It looked very suspicious. 
They had placed Wellington in one dis­
trict so that one party could control 
those votes. There was certainly a sem­
blance of gerrymander in the bill. From 
what he had heard from Nanaimo dis­
trict, he understood the government hired 
all their employee from one district so 
as to try and make that a sure district 
for them. The collectons of yotere did 
not have to have a standing in the com­
munity. He supposed they would be . 
good supporters of the government. The i 
men who revised the Dominion lists had 
necessarily to be barristers, and even | 
then there were very often complaints ! 
about them. Great powers were given 
to the collectons by the bill. They can I 
ask a man any question, and may make ! 
the questions very distasteful to tlie op-! 
ponents of the government. They were 
also revisers of the lists, and the col­
lectors and revisers should be responsible 
men. They will have great power, being 
more or less acquainted with the politics 
of the districts for which they are ap- ' 
pointed. He read an opinion of Hon. E. 
Blake on the franchise, in which he se­
verely criticized the system of revising 
lists contained in the bill and suggested 
that judges should be the revisor». He 
thought this opinion condemned the bill, 
which went further ihan the Dominion 
Set to which Mr. Blake referred. Tlie 
deposit of $200 required of a candidate 
should be abolished. This came particu­
larly hard on fanners, who just about 
eleptiou time required al thir spare cash, 
election time required all their spare « ash. 
gether or materially decreased.

lion. Mr. Turner said all the argu­
mente of the opposition had been answer­
ed. The fact that there were so many 
names of dead men on the lists was the 
best argument in favor of a revision of 
the lists. There would be no more favor­
itism for the government than for the op- 
pojijtkui. There will.be ,a provision for 
an i appeal. There was a great deal of 
saok and very little bread in the speech of 
the. member for/Westminster city.

Mr. Brown—You’ll get the sack all 
right.

Hon. Mr. Turner—Under the new sys- 
j tem of registration every man will have 
1 his, vote, there will be no impersonating 
; and there will be no dead men voting. 
It would enable every man who was 
qualified to vote to be registered.

A division was taken at 10.30 "and the 
second reading was carried on the follow­
ing division: Ayes—Baker, Pooley, Dff- 
vie, Turner. Verpon, Martin, Eberts, 
Craft, Stoddnrt, Hunter, Bboth, Rogers, 
Hall, Adams, Fletcher, Grant, Horne, 
Smith, Punch, Watt and Kellie—21. 
Nays—Semlin, Milne, Beaven, McKenzie. 
Sword, Kitchen, Brown, Forster, Keith, 
and Cotton—10.

-The house adjourned at 10:45.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Consideration of the Redistribution Bill 

in Committee.

A LONG GOOD-NATURED DISCUSSION 1

The Session Lasts Until Nearly Mid­
night, Bat no One Loses His Temper 
—Government Adopt a Number of Re­
commendations Made by Opposition.

March 5.
The speaker took the éhair at two 

o’clock. Prayers by Right Rev. Bishop ' 
Perrin.

Mr. Punch moved and it was resolved.) 
that whereas the navigation of the Nko- 
mekl, Serpentine and Campbell rivers is 
at present much impeded by log jams and 
by short curves, all of whitih could be 
removed at a comparatively alight cost; 
and whereas /the Dominion government 
have already expended different sums on 
the Nïkomekl and Serpentine with great 
adivantage to these streams, and a very 
small aditional expenditure would largely 
extend the navigable portion of them; 
and whereas the cleaning ont of the nav­
igable portion of the Campbell river wiuld 
enable the settlers on the upper part of 
the stream to utilize the river for neces­
sary drainage and also provide an out’et 
for timber, of which there is a large « 
supply belonging to the Dominion got* 
©romant; 'be it therefore resolved that a 
respectful address be presented ro His; 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor praying 
him to urge upon the Dominion govern­
ment the necessity of taking steps to 
carry out these suggested improvem *.ats.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
Martin in the tihaSr, to consider the re­
distribution bill.

In consideration of clause 2, Hon. Mr. 
Beaven said he could not see the neces­
sity of thirtyMbhroe members for a pro­
vince where there are but 65,000 white 
people. Many of the cities of the east 
had more voters than the whole pro- j 
vince. 'He could not see the utility of 
having thirty «three members.

Hon. Mr. Davie said a legislature of 
sufficient numbers made it a. more in­
dependent one. Sir John Macdonald hml 
said the province could not be properly 
governed by a legislature of twenty-five 
member©. The government in i»ower 
would have complete control of a small 
legislature; in fact, there could not be 
proper responsible government without a. 
legislature of sufficient numbers. Those 
who were advocating the cutting down 
of the number of legislators were strik­
ing a blow at responsible government.

Mr. 'Brown said the premier knew 
quite well that there was no responsible 
government in the ibiN. What was want­
ed was a new bill. It would be li’ificult 
to amend the present one to decrease the 
number of members. He would not ad­
vocate a decrease to the old number of 
twenty-five members, but he thought 
twenty-nine members would be sufficient. 
All governments were at present re-1 
trentihing. The government of this pro-; 
vine© bad even given it out to the world ’ 
that they could do without $12,000 worth . 
of clerks this year.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended thuc the 
argument of the attorney «general that 
a move to reduce the number of mem­
bers was an a tack on responsible gov­
ernment did not hoOd good. The prov­
ince had not had a semblance of respon­
sible government for a number of years. 
What -was the foundation of responsible 
government? There must be an execu­
tive which should consist of five mem­
bers. That executive should formulate.; 
a policy and submit it to parliament as­
sembled. The process of the present 
government was not to formulate their 
policy until all the members had arrived^ 
to attend parliament. Then all the gov- j 
era ment members met in a private room j 
aud decided on the bill to be bro ight 
down. When the practical working of 
the government of the provfrnee wag ex-; 
amined it was found that there was no- 
such thing as responsible government 
here. The best statesman in the world 
could not by argument change the opin­
ions of hon. gentlemen opposite. Every­
body knew that they were ready to hold 
Up their hands no matter what arg nuonts 
were advanced. The attoruey-goix ral 
had asked him what the number of mem­
bers should be. The bill was so d îfsetive 
that it could not be amended; an entire­
ly new bill would have to be brought in.
It has been said’ by a British statesman 
that it was time enough for a physician 
to prescribe when he was called in. It 
would be time enough for him v> pre­
pare a bill when he was called up;>n to 
do so.

Mr. Hunter, said if it could be s iown 
him that the province could bé properly 
represented by less than thirty-three 
members he would be ready to support 
a reduction, in the number. The first 
question was whether it would be (larir- 
able to do so, and secondly, how could n 
it be done? The cities were fairly re- : 
presented, while some districts were too1! 
well represented.

Mr. Brown eaid the government did 
not attempt to defend their bill. If they 
desired to do so, the government could 
ask the committee to rise and consider 
the question of decreasing the represent-

flr. Kitchen—I thought the premier 
would be man enough to get up and de­
fend hie bill

Hon. Mr. Davie, referring to whit Mr. 
Beaven had said, contended that the 
members of the house were îonaulti-ig 
physicians, and they should lend rheir 
assistance to perfect the bill.

Hon. 'Mr.. Beaven—.What is the use 
of us proposing amendments when, we 
know that a majority of the members 
are prepared to hold up their bands 
against such amendments?

(Mr. Kitchen, speaking on the clause 
referring to Westminster district, point­
ed out that the eastern boundary <-f the 
district cut the settlement of Agassiz in 
two, pant being in Yale and part In XVcst-
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V Mr- Verooo eaM the people ▼hoi 
been taken into Yale district *-ad 

for the change, many of then» 
h^rfng alwsy.* voted in Yale.

®£* ”Wonl contended that th* tiding*
1 a JPg?*1* district had been mfvurty 
dealt wfcfa. There were more people m 

the ridings than there wen» in 
tjOwichan or Esquknalt. He moved in 
awemlment tbafceaeh riding of West­
minster district *e given two mmnhe-N i

iHon. Mr. Vernon contended in it the 
amendment was out of order.

Mr. Sword—The premier has just ask­
ed us to say how many members we 
thought there ought to be.

Mr. Kitchen considered it very strange 
that after the premier had promised a 
fair bill that Cowiehan with 466 voters 
had two member#, while the ridiug of 
Chilliwack had only one member. In 

} the municipality of Chilliwack there are 
' 966 voters, ami there are two otaor mu- 
i nicipalitiee in the same riding.

IHon. Mr. Vernon contended that the 
bouse had passed the principle >f thirty- 
three members, and this could not bo 
changed:

iMr. Brown—-I never knew of #ueh a 
rotten contention. If the members could 
not amend the bill they might as well

evening session.
The dehate on the tnotkinof Mr hlto.1

go home.
The chairman ruled the amendment

ll

out of order.
(Mr. Swond appealed to the speiker; 

and the amendment was referred to the 
speaker. !

The speaker having taken the coair, , 
Mr. Sword asked him whether a member , 
could introduce an amendment to increase ' 
6^ decrease the number of members.

Hon. iMr. Davie—Our contention is that 
the house has committed itself to the 
principle of thirty-three members, and 
this number could not be increased, as 
rt would increase the charge on the f.o- 
rince.

Mr. Semlin—The house only voinroVcd 
itself to the principle of redistribution. 
It did not commit itself to the number of 
members.

Mr. Speaker—The house has decided 
that there shall be thirty-three members. 
The number cannot be increased, but K 
is competent to decrease the number. 
The amendment is out of Older.

iMr. Kitchen said there was nothing 
fair in giving Westminster city only one 
member for 1.600 voters. He did rot 
wish to increase the representation of 
Westminster city, but he thought the 
other cities were over-represented.

Hon. Mr. Davie—The voters’ lists can­
not be depended upon. The cities wire 
given one member for every 4.000 peo- 1 
pie. Westminster, which ha<l 5,000 i«co­
pie. conld no* have a member and a 
half.

Mr. Semlin, speaking to the danse deal­
ing with Yale, said the late premier bud 
promised that when there w-*re l.i»00 
voters in Yale district it would be en­
titled to another member. There were 
now nearly 2,000 voters in the JhI r.vt. 
A fourth riding could easily be esnblished 
for Yale.

Mr. Kitchen said the district of Yale 
had been very unfairly dealt with. In 
that dietiifct one member represent'd as 
many voters as Esquimalt nad two for.

Hon. Mr. Vernon thought that d..npflr- 
isons should be avoided. In the rural 
districts population could not Ve the 'inly 
consideration.

iMr. Brown—Why is one mm >n Ul- 
looet equal to four men in Yale? The 
districts are very much the sure.

Hon. Mr. Davie referral al *nne 
length to die speech deliver si by Mr. 
Brown on Friday, He was dealing with 
the bill in a general way when called to 
order.

iMr. Brown objected to the attorney- 
general being allowed to have his say 
and then being called to ord ;r so that 
no one could answer him.

Hon. Mr. Davie, continuing, said the 
’ hUl was a fair one and. the people w.te 
1 pleased with it, although of course there 

were some anomalies in it.
Mr. Brown said the atio/a-ty-general 

had tried to make the gxlleri * btlitve 
that he (Mr. Brown) was rnnuiug «town 

; the *lnud. What be want.fd w-is fa:r
j J^dentatk>n for all parts of the pro-
j Mr. Sword moved *»n ame idment to 
j do away with one of "be members for 
j Lillooet.
j The chairman rang the bell before he 
! had put the question thr «e times.

Mr. Kitchen rose to speak, hut was
called to order.

'Hon. Mr. Beaven explained ‘hat the 
j question must be put tbrte tiuvs Ivfcre 
I the bell was rung.

Mr. Kitchen, being allowed to speak, 
said that he was not in ac: »rd wtn the 
move to decrease the membership for 
Lillooet.

IHon. -Mr. Davie—Oh! yon want a con­
stituency.

Mr. Kitchen—Indeed I Jo not. 1 do 
not bave to leave borne for * constitu­
ency, as the government members have

Mr. Semlin suggested that the bon. 
mendier .withdraw his motion.

The motion was put sod defeated, 
Messrs. Sword and McKenzie I-ting the 
only ones to vote for it.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved an a meut, ment 
to increase the size of the north riding 
of West Kootenay by taking in a por­
tion of the south riding. The amend­
ment was adopted:

Dr. Watt regretted that it ,.ad been 
found necessary to decrease the number 
of members for Cariboo. But the matter 
bad to be looked at from a broad pro­
vincial standpoint.

Mr. Rogers did not like the idea of 
hie district losing a member, but he 
knew that it was in the interests of the 
province. Before long the district would 

* again be entitled to three members.
flop. Mr. Beaven pointed out that the \ 

boundaries of the Victoria city electoral 
district were not the same as the dty 
boundaries.

IHon. Mr. Davie promised to alter this 
when the bll comes up for report.

» IMr. Sword moved to do away with 
'the member for South Victoria district 
This motion was under discussion when 
the house rose at 6 o’clock.

S-ric.
Ho». M, Vernond-Sb « .»».«.« «V

dletriet and divide Mend- Into Tb, vuten I»
toe coa*£?L« “2e «11 permme.it *et-

lie», wx "*« awty so-mw-
,«ho are here 'aï? make heir h'.mee ■ 
row. Th«f »‘üe» »»««-
io the tti.nVt. «nd*»«ee The
oration then toe fion at
Jonric1 had,1^ ^en t.T toe Dill,

LTtot SÎ
W«t Kootenay, where toe 
been wonderful.

,Mr. Broiyi «laddered that the Miller» 
in Weettmoster dietrkt had ou. hetn 
dealt with as fairly a. had tile settle» 
in Esquintait and Victoria Hatreito.

Hoe. Mr. Bearen «id it would be a 
lioirie* ta* to correct all the anomal- 
i« in the bin. The proper ray wnu.d 
be to throw it ont on the second rendu.*. 
The till wan only a piece of poKhwwIt 
at the beet. To attempt to rectify the 
glaring errors in it would inly make it 
worse The bill was .imply t.. •
rlnss of politicians. He advi-ed Mr. 
Sword to withdraw the amendment.

The amendment was defeated.
Hon. Mr. Davie moved an imvi intent 

to change the name of the 
electoral district to the Oowkhaa-Albimi 
electoral district. Adopted.

Mr. Semlin wanted to know if the end 
system of registering voters would be Unturned. By toe bill the whole bet 
of voters could be dropped. The priwent 
act would give more satisfaction than 
would toe proposed changes.

Hon. Mr. Darie—It ia not to be attp- 
noeed that the collector of rote* will 
abuse the power conferred on him. lue 
new ayetrtu would do away with a lot 
of confusion. A man who did not fire 
an address would hare hie name dropped 
from the list and advertised. Many 
namee were duplicated on the lists. In 
Victoria those applying for registration 
had given their names in such a wry 
that there were few duplicates, hut in 
Vancouver ami New Westminster there 
were many names without addressee, 
ami it was presumed that many were 
duplicates.

Mr. Brown sail in cities where tiiere 
ia a letter delivery it is more likely for 
addressee to be given.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said one of the roa- 
s-ina «bat had caused much discussion 
in the registration of voters was that 
men were going around and asking vot­
ers if they intended to vote for the gov­
ernment. The collectors of vote» should 
not tie appointed by the government, but 
by some third party. The colliaors 

| could drop the names of those who op- 
I posed the government from the 1(1.11.

Mr. Semlin comddered that the present 
registration system was better thau the 
one proposed by the bill. Many n.«i 
would sooner not have a vote than have 
to answer all the interrogatories that a 
collector might pnt to him.

Hon. Mr. Davie said many men signed 
the present forms without so much ns 
reading them. When the questions are 
asked him a man’s attention will be call­
ed to what -he is declaring to. The pres­
ent system was perfunctory.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—WHI you ask them 
if they are government supporters?

Hon. Mr. Davie—A man will have to 
show that he is entitled to vote before 
bis name is place-1 on the list.

Mr. Semlin said his experience had 
been that men generally read wha: they 
were going to sign. A -man would sooner 
not have a vote than go thro igh a lot 
of machinery.

Mr. Kitchen said he could point out 
cases where three or four mej of the 
same name and address were on the list, 
and each one .was entitled to vote. In 
some municipalities a man coaid n t g ve 
an address outside of the municipality in 
which he lived.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the bill was inther 
hurriedly drawn, and the provis’on re­
quiring addresses to be given all over 
the province might not be perfect. The 
rule requiring that full address should 
lMi given might only apply to cities and 
towns, not to rural districts. He would 
have no objection to amending the

■Mr. Booth said he had never beard 
of a voter being impersonated in the 
province. (Laughter.)

'Hon. Mr. Beaven—I have known a 
white man to vote for a colored may.

Hon. Mr. Davie—tAnd I have knocn a 
dead man to vote twice.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the house slmuld 
carefully consider the question of tue ap­
pointment of collectors. It migut cause 
n good deal of trouble to revise the lists 
just before a general election. A roan 
going to the polls on election «lay and 
finding his name off would have uo rem­
edy. Something should be done to "pre­
vent voters in rural districts from voting 
at two or more polling places.

Mr. Sword moved an amendment pro* 
vWlng for the collector of votes to show 
that he could not find the voter to be a 
resident of the district before dropping 
his name from the list. The araerdmett 
was lost.

-Another amendment was moved pro­
viding that a name should not he «lroi»pod 
from the Hat untti diligent Inquiry had 
been made as to hie residence in the 
district. The amendment was lost.

'An amendment wa* adopted doing 
away with the provision that a collector 
could put interrogatories oeavV-e those 
contained hi the schedule.

The penalty for mating false atn'o- 
ments hi the registry form was decreas­ed,

After passing clause fourteen the com­
mittee rose and reported progress.

Hon. Col. Baker introduced a bill to 
amend the school set.

The house adjourned at ll.hO.

Redistribution Bill Reported 
With Amendments.

Complete

PRIVATE BILLS READ A SECOND TIME

N.ksap and gloss» Hallway ■»! to be 
*£!« • Seeosd Tim. — Frld.y- 

Bets* Paaaed Through 
Without Delay.

March 0.
The soeaker took the chair at two 

v’d«* rwe™ to ven- Arclidescon ,
6 Mr” Kitchen presented a petition 
—w the Santas dyking eeheme.

Mr Keith introduced a bill to amendMr. Keith introduced
Ü*Hm.arMrCÏ Turner introduced a bill 
for toe extermination of weeds and the 
_ LLuimiiKiiiflif of dairying.

The hottee continued to crmtmittee un 
the rodistritmtion bid, Mr. Croft taking 
the chair ia the ateence of Mr. Mar-
tin.

Mr. «!

tent of the ^”’^en^ento apecitied 
set, or of any ot the « Ueutenant
to section one of tU« » ' ” regulation» 
Gotentor to. council t^W «r
protide t°r “JhP^2rprorielou has 
thing for '«tiicb exp«“ ehlch only 
not been hereto made, » msde, or 
partial prortooa baa  ̂y, the form»
wbe«u,“7to ^aed”l«to tbl. sot, or 
contained into^h enacttnents.T
to say of tite eatu or where it
may be fouad neee^ry allowed to.had be fooaid that toe tun® lHerl.
do any act » .ad any

S^-eni tbereou.
«iteration oi uai« the Lieu-
slxall appear to be ^ may declare, ;
tenant-Governor m notjficatkm in the
either by »i«*ette that snob al-
Brrtiah and thereupon
teratkm id take effect

“rrf to .trite out 
^^ords afterjmade-intoe^^ 
Une down to and inclndtag 
in the eighth line. was uselew

eu-» w-
not give the government power to pe 

Mr. Beaven presumedChat
'to ^ g^ment never
«i«m to tom. ™ ^ a ,imlia, claoee
■ “^thetori* redietPtottilou bill. The dauae
m 'JJÎ of 1890 gave the government 
it, the Ml of I»» gare the

T^Tmthlthepoto, -a. that 
.h^pn^toJT. 1—

SiTS.,°cttho? SnSTi* r.tringent^^ cfan^ tXe toeTon». It wa. 
*f. afve them the right to cor-

the act, tot the, abrntld 
not he given the power to alter any 
speeded enact men ts of the d

MtT Brown’s amendment was lost on 
the clause was passed.

The bill waa reported compiHe wtUt 
aroendmeuta. The report will he con 
sidered ou Friday.

Hon. Mr. Vernon moved the second 
reading of a biM to authorise the crown 
Mntof «owosite of Three Forks. Tbe 
bill was introduced, he said, by request 
<>f a number of residents of West Koot- eosy e^Ul m • petition. A lar^ 
number of people had settled on the pre- 
envtion, who wanted the crown grant 
two months sooner than it would natu­
rally Issue. The gold commissioner had 
reported that the statements in the peti­
tion were correct. A number of peopj® | 
had erected buddings, but could not ob­
tain the title to their land. In rkw of 
certain protests against he waited tor 
some time before introducing the bill. 
These who had protested against it on 
account of mineral claims had withdrawn 
their protests. The grant would not is­
sue if everything was not clear Every­
body’s rights would be protected.

«Hon. Mr. Beaven said the bill was a 
peculiar one. It waa, is fact, a private 
one, end should have gone to some com-1 
mktee, «where the facts could be thrash­
ed out. There were also some extraor­
dinary departures from the usual prac-, 
tioe in the bill. If the pre-emption clause 
was being abused the lands and works 
department should Inform the house and 
request it to remedy it. The bill pro­
posed to make it easier for a speculator 
to deal with his pre-emption than it was 
for s bona tide settler. It seemed to be 
an extraordinary thing <o do this, when 
the Object of thè land act was to settle 
the country.

Hon. (Mr. Davie said there was a great 
deal in iwhat Mr. Beaven had said. But 
it roust be remembered that there were 
a hundred or more people who were ask­
ing tor relief. A number of people who 
bad established their homes on the pre- 
emption were asking for the législation, 
not the original pre-empt ora. Whatever 
rights the holder of the mineral daim 
ha* will be preserved by the bill. Sev­
eral who had at tiret protested against 
the bill hqd withdrawn their protests. 
He did not like the provisions of the bill, 
bet the government could not turn a deaf 
ear to the settlers. The original pre- 
eroptors, be did not believe* Would make 
any profit by the passage of the bill.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the law said 
— pre-emptor could not transfer any 

to his land until he had been given 
a crown grant. How, then, conW the 
settlers have a legal claim to the tond? 
The legislature had nothing to do with 
anybody bat the pre-emptore.

(Hon. (Mr. 'Dwvie understood that the 
people were just squatters.

Hod. (Mr. Yemen said the people had | 
built on the strength oi receiving a tide 
when the erow* greet <*-»-*

(Mr. Semlin eaM what had been said by 
tbh government should guide the mem­
bers in. not voting tor the bill. It was 
oaseDtiaHy a private bill, and should have 
been brought in as one. Then if any one 
bad an *#wtkm to ft they could appear 
before the private bills committee. If 
they oopld get their grant iu two month» 
why wa* there such a hurry about it?

Mr. Sword said it was certainly pri­
vate legislation, and should not be passed 
until the private bills committee bad 
considered it and any cue protesting 
had had an opportunity of appearing. He 
moved that it be referred to a select 
committee for report, the committee to 
consist of Messrs. Hunter, Eberts, An­
derson, Kitchen and Brown.

iHon. Mr. Davie objected to the amend­
ment, He thought it would lie better 
to have the petition and other papers 
printed. The debate was adjourned to 
a How the papers to be printed.

On the motion to go into committee of 
the whole to consider the message of 
His Honor the 'Lieutenant-Governor 
transmitting the INakusp & Slocan rail­
way bill, Mr. Sword said he would like 
further information. There must surely 
be an engineer’s certificate showing why 
the road was going to cost $25,000 a 
mile.

'Hon. Mr. Davie said there was no en­
gineer’s report, but there was other iu- 

i formation that would be printed.
The house went Into committee, Mr. 

Croft in the chair, to consider the mes-

SI!

sage.
Mr. Sword asked the premier to ex­

plain the Mil.
iHon. Mr. Davie said it was not the 

practice to discuss the matter in com­
mittee. !

Hon. Mr. Beaven—That k just what | 
the house goes into committee for. The 
premier and his predecessor had esfab- ; 
liehed the rule referred to by the pre-

<Mr. Brown contended that the premierJ 
should explain the biH to give the mem­
bers an opportunity to consider It before 
the second reeding was moved.

Hon. Mr. 'Davie said there was a greet \ 
deal of opposition to the bill, but when 
it was explained the people would see 
that the government had introduced a 
wise measure..

(Hon. Mr. Beaven explained that he 
bad mot yet made up hie mind on the 
bill. That was why the opposition were 
seéking all the information possible.

Mr. Cotton said the government must 
have known that they had the papers 
that were not yet printed. The govern­
ment should give the house all the infor­
mation it has before the second reading

(Hon. Mr. Davie said every scrap of 
information in the possession of the gov­
ernment would be before the house be­
fore the second reading came on.

The bill was reported to the bouse, 
the report was adopted and the bill was 
read a first time. 'It will be read a sec­
ond time on Friday.

(Hon. Col. Baker moved the second » 
reading of the school bill, the object of 
which was to allow the dismissal of a 
trustee who was guilty of some offence.

Hon. Mr. Beaven, said the amendment 
was a necessary one, and would com­
mend itself to the house.

The bill was read a second time.
On consideration of the report of the 

Great Western Telegraph bill, Mr. Eb­
erts moved an amendment to allow the 
company to build a line from Nanaimo to 
Victoria.

Hou. «Mr. Beaven moved an amend­
ment to strike out the provision exempt­
ing the company from provincial taxa­
tion or impost.

The amendment was adopted.
Hon. Mr. Beaven moved a similar 

amendment respecting municipal taxa­
tion. The municipal act, he said, pro-fl 
vided that the municipality could do that 
under certain conditions. It would be un: 
wise to allow the private act to over­
ride the general act.

The debate was adjourned, and the 
house rose at 6 o’clock.

EVENING SESSION.
Mr. Eberts continued the debate on 

Hon. Mr. (Beavea’s proposed amendment 
to the Great Western Telegraph compa­
ny’s bill. He saw no reason why a mu- 
nldlpellly * should not be allowed to as­
sist the company if it so desired.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said «the municipal 
act gave cities the power to assist enter­
prises of the kind.

Mr. Eberts did not think the, general 
act gave cities the power to assist tele­
graph companies.

(Hon. Mr. Beavenr-If that is the case 
an amendment ia required to the general 
act

The amendment waa negatived.
'Hou. Mr. iBeaveu moved an amend­

ment to strike out the clause giving cities 
the power to exempt the company from 
taxation or other impost. The clause, he 
said, conflicted with the general act. \ i

The amendment was tost and the re- \ 
port of the Mil was adopted.

The B. C. Southern railway bill waa 
finally passed.

iMr. Stoddart continued the debate on 
the motion for the second reading of the 
Cariboo railway trill. He did not wish 
to be undenstoed as being opposed to the 
bUl, but the company had had a charter 
for six years and bad done nothing ao 
Car. The company proposed to enter 
Cariboo by the back door, which he did 
not think wks in the best interests of the 
agriculturists of Cariboo. The house, 
having made a land grant, should say 
which route the company most follow.

Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a point of 
order. A recommendation of the crown 
was necessary to transfer a land grant 
from one company to another. The 

ot had been made to the Ashcroft Agrant bad been made to the Ashcroft * 
Cariboo railway company, and the pres­
ent company was the Cariboo railway

the company 
company, the

r^Watt contended that 
was the same as the old o 
name having simply been changed.

(Hon. (Mr. Beavea—The grant has also 
lapsed, and it requires a recommendation 
of the crown to revive it.

Horn. air. liavie «aid the 
cowld certainly transfer the land] 
to another company, but if the 
had lapsed it was a different "S-,J 
course if the company had no i 
could be no harm in the MIL 

The bill was read & second 
Mr. Horne moved the second 

of the Consolidated Electric Bail 
tight company's bill. The bill — 
to amalgamate the Vancouver 
Iright and Railway company and 
vouver and Westminster tramwi 
PWX.

(Mr. Martin opposed the Mil. 
toen, he said, wire had put their 
in the Vancouver company 
properly protected by the bill, 
not appear before the private Ml 
niittee, (because they /were misled 
title. He moved that the bill ‘ 
this day six months.

Mr. Brown said he felt decided I 
picioue of the bill and thought rtf 
be well to lay it over until soi 
more was heard about it.

Mr. Semlin said if there was 
sibility of an injustice being d« 
bill should go batik to the privai 
committee.

•Mr. Grant moved the adjourn! 
the debate, which was carried.

Mr. 'Eberts moved the second 
of the bill to give the Hall Mil 
pany the power to build a ti 
from the Silver King mine to K< 
lake and to erect a concentra tin.
The mine was the largest in K« 
and the company needed a tra: 
transport their ores. This com 
would l>e a lasting benefit to th< 
vince. The company did not ask 
usual privileges. The value of 
to be expropriated would be di 
arbitrators.

Mr. Brown supported the Mil, 
said that the minister of justice < 
to the province giving companies 
to take water from navigable rlv«

? wm necessary to give a company! 
to expropriate lands for a tramwr 
it was not necessary for build in 
man might as well be given po« 
expropriate land for a private 
or a business block. It would 
mischievous -to give a company I 

f power.
Hon. Mr. Davie agreed will 

Brown. He could not see why t! 
Pamy, if they wished to erect a mill 
not purchase their land in the usas 
The company were no doubt sped 
large amount of money in the pi 
but he thought the company wei 
ing for too much in the bill*.

Dr. Milne considered the object I 
the expropriation of lands for bi 
were well taken.

The bill was read a second til 
'Mr. Anderson moved the secoi 

ing of the Victoria Electric Ilail 
Light company’s 6H1, which, ’ 
was to increase the usefulness 
« ompony’tj system. It gare the 
the right to carry freight sad 
sides passengers. , J

The bill was read a second 
IMr. Kiflfchea. moved the second 

of the Ohflliwack Drainage bill,I 
asked the legislature to validate 
law. If this was not done the 
pality would have to repudiate 
tract. The mover went fully i 
circumstances. The supreme co 
dared the by-law valid, but the 
iourt, against which there was 
peal, decided that assessments coi 
be collected under the by-law.

iHon. Mt, (Davie supported the 
reading of the bill, which was 
remove a technical point.

iHoin. Mr. 'Beaven and Hou 
non contended that it was u< 
attach the (by-law to be validate 
bill.

The deba te was adjourned until 
day.

The bill to make perfect the 
ratiou of the Brunette Saw Mill cl 
was read a second time.

The KosloiSlocan railway 
bill was read a second time.

Mr. Eberts moved the second 
of the Cariboo Hydraulic Mini 
pany'e bill. The object of the b| 
obtain for the company crown gi 
the mining claims that they 
taiued a lease of.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there w« 
clauses in the bill of a startling! 
ter. The aim of the bill was to ' 
tain properties out of the 
government. He did not agree 
bill in the shape it was drawn.

Mr. Adams said a similar bill 
twenty years ago was found to 
prejudicial to the mining interes 
be thought it would be well to f 
company certain lands, although 
not support the bill in its presei 
The company should be cornai d 
nothing should be done to 
general mining interests.

'Mr. Hunter hoped the com pan) 
receive every consideration frJ 
house. The bill had bee®, full* 
ered by the private bills commit* 
could be improved, in committed 
whole. Nothing should be thP 
the way of the company, which! 
pending a large amount of moil 
one took any notice of the grow 
the company had spent a large! 
of money. ■

(Mr. Smith said, the general 
laws should be amended to place 
ponies on; the same footing- 
company whose bill was -before 
wished to be placed on. There v 
faults in the bill. If thel comj 
granted rwfoat they asked for 
put a stop to prospecting in 
trict.

Hon. Cd. Baker said there w| 
provisions in the tyll that wt 
to be carefully considered.

Dr. Watt said he had receive 
letters opposing the bill as it 
luitUy Introduced, tout it had « 
modMed. He moved the ad; 
of the debate, which waa adon ! The «too* adjourned at 11*



Hooi. Mr. lfavie said the company 
cotrfd certainly transfer the labd grant 
to another company, but If the grant 
had lapsed it was a different thing. Of 
course if -the company had no rights there 
could be no harm in the bill.
The bill was read a second time, 
dir. Home moved the second reading 

of the Consolidated Electric Hallway & 
'Light company’s bill, The bill proposed 
to amalgamate the Vancouver Electric 
Light and Railway company and the Van- 
vouver and Westminster tramway com­
pany.

Mr. Martin opposed the MU. Those 
men, he said, wire had put their money 
in the Vancouver company were not 
properly protected by the bill. They did 
not appear before the private balls com­
mittee, because they were misled by the 
title. He moved that the bill be read 
this day six months.

Mr. Brown said he felt decidedly sus­
picious of the biU and thought it would 
be well to lay it over until something 
more was heard about it.

IMr. Semlin said if there was any pos­
sibility of an injustice being done the 
bill should go back to the private bills 
committee.

Mr. Grant moved the adjournment of 
the ddhate, which was carried.

Mr. Eberts moved the second reading 
of the bill to give the Hall Mines com­
pany the power to build a tramway 
from the Silver King mine to Kootenay 
lake and to erect a concentrating plant. 
The mine was the largest in Kootenay, 
and the company needed a tramway ;o 
transport their ores. This concentrator 
would t>e a lasting benefit to the pro­
vince. The company did not ask for un­
usual privileges. The value of any laud 
to be expropriated would be decided by 
arbitrators.

'Mr. Brown supported the bill, but he 
said that the minister of justice objected , 
to the province giving companies power j 
to take water from navigable rivers. It ' 
was necessary to give a company power 
to expropriate lands for a tramway, but 
it was not necessary for building**. A 
man might as well be given power to 
expropriate land for a private residence 
or a business block. It would be very 

f mischievous -to give a company this 
power.

Hon. Mr. Davie agreed with Mr. 
Brown. He could not see why the com­
pany, if they wished to erect a mill, could 
not purchase their land In the usual way.
The company were no doubt spending a 
large amount of money in the province, 
but he thought the company were ask­
ing for too much in. the bill.

Dr. -Milne considered the objections to 
the expropriation of lands for buildings 
were well taken.

The bill was read a second time,
'Mr. Anderson moved the second read­

ing of the Victoria Electric Railway & 
Light company’s bill, which, he said, 
was to increase the usefulness of the ; 
company's system. It gave the company ; 
the- right to carry freight and mails be­
sides passengers.

The bill was read a second time.
IMr. KiflBhen. moved the second reading 

of the Chfltiwaek Drainage bill,' which 
asked the legislature to validate a by­
law. If this was not done the munici­
pality would have to repudiate a con­
tract. The mover went fully Into the j 
circumstance»; The supreme court dc-! 
dared the by-law valid, but the courtly ' 
court, against which there was no ap­
peal, decided that assessments could not 
be collected under the by-law.

iHoo. Mr. iDavie supported the second 
reading of -the bill, which was only to 
remove a technical point.- 

(Hop. Mr. 'Beaven and Hon. Mr. Ver­
non contended that it was necessary to 
attach the (by-law to be validated to the 
bill.

The debate was adjourned until Thuns-

The bill to make perfect the incorpo­
ration of the Brunette Saw Mill company 
was read a second time.

The KasloSlocan railway company*» 
bill was read a second time.

IMr. Eberts moved the second reading 
of the Caribop Hydraulic Mining com* 
pany’e bill. The object of the bill is to; 
obtain for the company crown grants for 
the mining claims that they have ob­
tained a lease of. i

Hon. Mr. Davie said there were many 
clauses in the bill of a startling charac­
ter. The aim of the bill was to take cer­
tain properties out of the hands of the 
government. He did not agree with the 
bill In the shape it was drawn.

Mr. Adams said a similar bill passed 
twenty years ago was found to be very 
prejudicial to the mining interests. But 
he thought it would be well to grant the 
company certain lands, although he could 
not support the bill in its present aape. 
The company should be considered, but 
nothing should be done to prejudice the 
general mining interests.

'Mr. Hunter, hoped the company would 
receive every consideration from the 
house. The bill had been- fully codsmI- 

1 ered by the private bills committee. It 
could be improved in committee of the 
whole. Nothing should be thrown in. 
the way of the company, which was ex-1 j 
pending a large amount of money. No ! 
one took any notice of the ground until 
the company had spent a large amount 
of money.

(Mr. Smith said- the general mining 
laws should be amended to place all com­
panies on the same footing—that the 
company whose.-bill was 'before the house 
wished to be placed on. There were many 
faults in the bill. If thel company were i 
granted rwihat they asked for it would 
put a stop to prospecting in the dis­
trict.

iHon. Col. Baker said there were many 
provisions in the hjll that would have 
to be carefully considered.

Dr. Watt said he had received several 
letters opposing the bill as it was orig­
inally introduced, but it had since been 
modified. He moved the adjournment 
of -the debate, which was adopted.

The house adjourned at 11 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Yesterday Was Anotler of the Very 

Quiet Days in the House.

THE G. W. TELEGRAPH BILL PASSED

Victoria Electric Light and Ballway 
Comyauy’# Bill Before the Committee 
of the Whole House—All Afternoon 
Spent on It.

, l

March 7.
The speaker took the chair at two' 

o’clock. Prayers by Ven. Archdeacon 
ticriVen.

■Mr. Smjth presented report» from the 
mining committee recommending amend­
ment» to the placer mining and mineral 
acts. Received.

Mr. Adams presented a report from 
the select committee on dairying, reeom- 
mending that an expert dairyman be 
sent through the province.

Mr. Home introduced a bill to repeal 
the wide tire act, 1893.

Mr. Horae moved and it was resolved: 
“That whereas the commercial import­
ance of the harbor of the cky of Van­
couver is rapidly increasing, end there is ' 
commerce on the Pacific coast; and where- j 
future it will become one of the wont l 
important in the interest of shipping and 
commerce on. the Pacific coast; and where 
as it is necessary in the interests of 
shipping and commerce that a certain 
natural ehoal in- the said harbor (known 
as Burnaby shoal) should be removed; 
therefore be it resolved that a respectful 
address be presented to- His ‘Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, prayi'ug His Honor 
to urgn-tly request the Dominion gov­
ernment to take immediate steps for the 
removal of said ^Burnaby shoal.

Mr. Horae dropped his long motion 
respecting Point Roberts.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
McKenzie in the chair, to consider the 
Cariboo railway bill.

'Mr. Adams moved in amendment that 
the route of the road should be approved 
by the house, not by the executive, com­
mittee. j

Dr. Watt thought the amendment might 
hinder the construction- of the road, as 
the company might wish to commence 
work during the recess.

Mr. Adams said the farmers should 
be considered. The railway might be 
built in such a way that the market for 
the far me re’ products would be taken

Mr. Booth argued that it would be bet­
ter to allow the government to deal with 
the matter; the house might make a 
mistake.

Hon. Mr. Beaven considered the am­
endment was a desirable one.

Hon. Mr. Verhun said it would virtu­
ally kill the bill. No company would 
make surveys if there was a chance of 
the route being changed by the house.

Mr. Brown could not agree with the 
chief commissioner.

Hon'. ;Mr. 'Beaven said the arguments 
of Mr. Vernon were insults to members. 
•He as much as said that membens of the, 
house were not capable of dealing with ■ 
the matter, which the members of the 
executive were.

IMr. Roger» di$ not think there need 
be any fear of the company ignoring the 
agricultural portion of Cariboo.

Mr. Adams said he did not wish to 
cast any reflections on- the government. 
The company, it was said, wanted to 
connect with the C. P. R. at Kamloops, 
not at Ashcroft. If this change was 
made tihte road would enter Cariboo by 
the back door, as it were.

Mr. Forster—If the company intend. 
to build through the agricultural district, i 
what objection could they have to the} 
amendment? The amendment was in the j 
right direction.

(Hon. -Mr. Vernon eaid the selection of 
the route shtoold be left to the engineer 
and the company.

Mr. Stoddard considered the amend­
ment a good one. The interests of the 
farmer should be respected as well as 
those of the miner. The company could 
jnot show that it would be cheaper to 
build the road by not going through the 
farming district. . )

Mr. Kitchen said the fact was that > 
the promoters of the road were the men 
who were asking for grants of land for 
hydraulic mines. If the road is to be. 
assisted it should be built through the 
farming country. If it did mot go through 
that country the farmers of Cariboo 
would be prevented from selling their 
supplies to the miners.

■Mr. Brown said he was more in favor 
of the amendment than ever. When bull­
dozing was resorted to he -made up hie 
mind that there was something wrong. 
It had been said the company would not 
buBd the road If the amendment was 
made. That was bulldozing.

Dr. Watt moved to rise and report 
progress, to have time to confer with 
the promoters.

Th» motion we» defeated and the 
amendment was put and declared to be 
carried. „ ..

Hon. CoL Baker disputed the ruling; 
the member for Cowichan did not vote.

Hon. Mr. Beaven-df he did not vote 
he should be counted in the affirmative. 

Mr. Croft—I did vote.
The kill was reported complete with 

amendments.
The Great Western Telegraph compa­

ny’s bill was finally passed.
The house went into committee, Mr. 

Sword in the chair, to consider the Vic­
toria Electric light and Railway compa 

! n/e bill.- , . :
Horn Mr. Beaven objected to the 

danse exempting the company from tax­
ation for four years. It would require 
the sanction, of the crown to do thin. 
The proper time, however, to take a 
point of order on this would be when it 
*eT proposed to read the blU a third

Horn. (Mr. ituggius said the company 
were working under peculiar circumstan­
ce». They had" suffered materially by 
a disastrous fire, and being of great 
benefit to the cky they should be en­
couraged and pieced on the same foot­
ing as the mainland companies. What 
the company want is exemption from pro- 
vincial, not municipal, taxation.

Hon. Mr. Beaven had no doubt that 
the company had done a great deal of 
good, but it was not fair to other tax­
payers to exempts the company.

IMr. Eberts said the clause should be 
allowed to remain in the Mil. Four 
years’ exemption from provincial taxa­
tion would not entail any hardship.

The committee rose and reported pro-

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented additional 
papers respecting the Nakusp & Sloean 
railway.

The house adjourned at 5.50.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

HE VOTES AGAINST THE MEASURE

A Long Discussion oe the Clause Allow­
ing the Hall’s Mine Company to Ex- 
propriété Land fdr Building Purposes 
- Dentistry Act Passed.

March 8. ^
The speaker took, the chair at two, 

o’clock. iPirayers by Ven. Archdeacon 
ticriven.

(Hon. Mr. Turner introduced a bill for 
the regulation of the department of ag- 

- ricutture, and fei* defining the powers 
and duties of the minister and of the 
officers of the department.

Mr. Kellie Introduced the tramway, 
telephone and telegraph incorporation act. 
The object of the bill was to simplify 
the formation, of tramway companies in 
West Kootenay. The Interests of the 
crown and private individuate were guar­
ded by the bill. A company formed un­
der the act could not build tramway 
until they had advertised their intention 
and had obtained permission from the 
Lieutenant-Governor in council.

IHon. Mr. Davie said he thought a 
similar bill had been ruled out of order 
last year.

Mr. Kellie explained that two years 
ago a similar bill, giving greater powers, 
was defeated on a division; Last year 
be had withdrawn the biM.

Mr. Speaker said there was nothing 
fcu the bill for which he thought it could 
be ruled out of order. The claused in 
italics, of course, would have to be 
brought In by the government.

Dr. Milne thought that if the princi­
ple of the bill was good for one district 
it was good for the whole province.

iHon. Mr. Davie said that in. his opin­
ion such législation was pernicious and 
should not be allowed. The present bill 
made *t necessary for people who wanted 
the privilege» asked for to apply to the 
house by means of a private bill.

Mr. Kellie explained that a company 
•ould not act under the act without the 
consent of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
eonmeti.

IHon. Mr. Davie-It is far safer to leave 
the matter in the hands of the bouse.

(Mr. Sword pointed out that no road 
could be built if e protest was lodged 
against üt, unless such, legislation was • 
overruled by the chief commissioner. The ; 
ball, he thought, would be of great advan- : 
tage to companies washing to build short 
tramways from their mimes. At present 
they had to go to the expense of a pri­
vate bill when they wished to build a 
short line.

Mr. Eberts said the whole object of 
the Ml was. to allow companies to ex­
propriate land. Any company could 
build a tramway on, their own property, 
n.nd the mineral act allowed companies 
to build tramways in connection with, 
their mines. V ,

iMt. Forster said he could see nothing 
objectionable in the bill.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said if the bill was 
of a general character and had been 
constitutionally launched he might take 
a different view of It. If the principle 
was good for Kootenay it would be good 
for the whole province. He could see 
eio utility in voting for the bill, how­
ever, os it could mot have any force un­
less mtrotiuced by the government.,

Dr. Watt thought the bill a desirable

Mr. Hunter supported it and Mr. Booth 
opposed it.

1 On a divMon 15 membens voted for and 
15 against the bill, as follows:

A!ye»—Messrs. iSemlln, Grant, McKen- 
eie, Sword, Kitchen, Kellie,, Brown, Fors­
ter, Keith, Watt, Stoddart, Hunter, Hall, 
Adame and Fletcher—15.

iNays—Milne, Beaven, Home, Smith, 
Gotten, Punch, 'Baker, Pooley, Davie,- 
Eberts, Croft, Booth, Rogers and Ander- 
eou—15.

Mir. Speaker said he would be pleased 
to vote for any measure introduced by 
the member forx West Kootenay, but he 
could not vote for this bill, so it was | 
defeated.

Dr. Watt moved the second reading of 
the dentistry bill.

Mr. Semlin asked if the bm was a pub­
lic one.

Mr. Speaker said that in his opinion 
such bills were private, but there were j 
several rulimgs that such bills were pub- 

| lie, which he did not care about over-
ruMmg.

The hid passed its second reading on 
a vote of 12 to 10.

The bill to establish and maintain a 
library for the use of the legislative as­
sembly and to constitute a bureau of 
statistics was read a first time.

The dairying biM was read a second 
time, Horn, Mr. Turner explaining that 
it explained itself emd carried its own 
rooommemdatiion. The Ml had been 
framed from the Ontario act.

Mr. Speaker Called on to Give His 
Casting Vote on Mr. Kellie’s Bill.

Bon. Mr. Turner moyed the second f 
reading of the bill to eradicate noxious j 
•weeds. One only needed to drive along, 
the country roods to fee the necessity of i 
such, a measure. I

Mr. Semdin hod no doubt that the in- ; 
temtkm of the bull was a good one, but 
it would be impossible for the govern­
ment and tihie people to eradicate noxious 
weeds. f ‘

IMr. Kitchen and Mr. Booth pointed out 
that many of the things called noxious 
weeds in, the bill were food for cattle.

Mr. Speaker ruled the bill out of order 
on the ground that as It imposed a 
charge on the province it must originate 
from the government. j

The bill will be re-introduced.
The house went into committee, Mr. 

Rogers in the chair, to consider the Halle 
mine bill, ifise. Brown moved an amend-, 
ment to the preamble to croes out the. 
provision giving the company power to- 
appropriate land for building and smelt­
ing works.

Hon. (Mr. Pooley supported the amend­
ment. A company should not be given, 
power to expropriate land» for any spec­
ulation they might wish to go Into.

Mr. Eberts said he would be willing 
to cross out the clause giving the com* 
paay power to expropriate lands for à 
smelter and other buildings, but it was 
absolutely necessary to allow the com­
pany to expropriate lands for concen­
tration works. Tlie success of the town 
of Nelson depended on tihe success fifth* : 
Silver King mine hud the mines adjoin­
ing it owned by the company. In one 
breath the législature said the company 
could bring their ore down to the Koot­
enay river and in the next breath it said 
they could not Greet concentrating works 
there to work the ore. (No one could be- 
injured by the provisions of the bill. The 
only place the power works could be 
erected was on crown lands, so no pri­
vate interests could be hurt by that.

IHon. Col. Baker could not support the 
dause. Thfe company could buy any 
lands they needed for buildings.

ftlr. Kellie said the land the company 
needed was unoccupied and would not 
be valuable until the works were built.
It was not right that the owners of the ; 
land should be able to take the company 
by the throat and: force them to pay any 
price for the land.

Mr. Kitchen1—By the way the members 
speak one would think there was only 
one small piece of land In the vicinity.

(Hon. Mr. Beaven said the proposition 
contained in the bill was a dangerous 
one. Private rights should be respected.
If the company ooufld not purchase one 
piece of land they could purchase an­
other piece.

Dr. Milne said the indiLvidual as well 
os the corporation should be protected. 
There was lots of land along the stream 
that the company could obtain by pur-

(Mr. Groft said there was only a small 
area where it was necessary to build 
the concentrator.

(Dr. Watt considered that a man who 
obstructed such an enterprise should be : 
compelled to give up his land by arbitra­
tion.

Mr. Brown—iThe house should not say 
to a man, you must sell your land to the 
company or have it taken from you.

Mr. Croft said it might be well to 
limit the company to five acres.

•Mr. Eberts—The company did not say 
that they could not btiy land, but there 
was a bare possibility that they ooirid 
not buy the land. would then have to 
wait a year before they could get power 
to expropriate.

(Dr. Watt said thfe value of tihe land 
had been given ta it by the promoters of 
the scheme.

'Mr. (Sward moved an amendment to 
strike out all the words in the original 
amendment with the exception of the 
words “smelting works.’’

There was a long discussion as to

f
how tihe amendments should be offered 
to the house, during which the Hon. Mr. 
•Beaven offered some suggestions.

' (Mr, Eberts said it looked very much 
like a dodge of the leader of the oppo-1 
sition’s to defeat the clause.

(Hon. IMr. (Beaven—I might add that 
from the way the hon. member in' charge 
of the b® is acting it looked as though 
hie is being paid to pass it through the

Mr. Eberts—That ils an unquaified un­
truth, and he knows that it is untrue. 
He dare not say such a tiling outside of 
the house. It is an unqualified lie. I 
do not like to speak to an old, gray- j 
headed man, like this.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—That is very un- 
seemly language and should, not be al­
lowed in the house. Perhaps I touched | 
a tender spot.,

Mr. Eberts—There are certain mem­
bers who think that when e professional | 
gentleman, takes charge of a bill he. is 
paid for it. (Mr. Croaadaile is a friend 
of mine, and I took charge of it for him. 
There is not a cent in it for me. It 
would be against the orders of the house 
for me to accept anything, and if I did 
so I would not be allowed to retain- my 
seat in the house. I apologize to the 
member for any unparliamentary lan­
guage 1 may have used.

Hon, Mr. Beaven—We*, then I will 
withdraw aniy thing unparliamentary I 
may have Bail.

After a long discussion it was finally 
decided that tihe amendment to the 
amendment should be put first. It was 
put and carried, as was also the original 
amendment. That left the dause as it’ 
was, with the exception that the company 
should' not be allowed to expropriate 
lands for smelting purposes.

11 Ion-. Mr. Vernon then pointed out 
that the blouse had done something that 
was out of order. It was .not possible 
to amend the preamble. The house had 
never before been asked to give a com­
pany power to expropriate lands for 
building purposes.

The committee rose and reported pro-1 j

(Hon-. (Mr. Turner presented a return j] 
showing a statejaént of special warrants 
issued.

-Hon. Mr. Vernon, presented papers * 
spec tin g the Three Forks legislation.

The house adjourned at 6 oclock.



Private and Public Measures Advanced 
In the House Yesterday.

HORNE’S MOTION RE POINT ROBERTS

Victor!» -
Company's Bill 
Committee of the Whole—Govern­
ment Measures Have to be Passed 
•ver, Not Being: Ready.

March 9.
iThe epeaker took the chair at two 

o’clock. Prayers by Rev. Arch deaeon 
Scriven.{The committee appointed to consider 
the municipal act and amendment sub­
mitted a report enclosing farther amend­
ments.IMr. Horae moved that whereas the 
boundary line between British Columbia 
and Alaska is likely to be defined at an 
early date; and whereas that piece of 
land situated south of the 49th parallel 
of north latitude, and known as Point 
Roberts, containing about four square 
aides of territory, is so isolated from the | 
United States of America that the only ! 
means of communication by laud is I 
through British Columbia; and whereas| 
during the summer months a large num­
ber of ’Indians and others congregate on 
the said Point Roberts and cause great 
annoyance to settlers in the vicinity of 
the mouth of the iFraser river, in British 
Columbia; and whereas there is growing 
up at the said Point Roberts a salmon 
fishing and canning industry, which, be­
ing in United States waters, is wholly 
uncontrolled by such strict regulations 
as those of British Columbia fisheries; : 
and Whereas the salmon caught by ;hose;' 
fishermen are on. their way to the Fraser j 
river and are entrapped by means which 
are illegal in British Columbia, and with­
out any weekly close season; and W.icr*w 
os the trapping and fishing at Point Rob­
erts seriously interferes with the fishing 
and canning industry on the Fraser riv­
er, it is of the utmost importance that 
it should be, either by consent or ar­
rangement. brought under some interna­
tional arrangements in harmony with 
those on the ’JFYaser river; and whereas 
It is desirable for the protection of the 
fishing interests of the Fraser that home 
international arrangement should be en­
tered into between the United States 
and the Dominion of Canada for pre­
venting the catching and destruction of 
salmon at Point Roberts by methods, 
which are illegal in the adjoining waters 
of British Columbia: and whereas if j 
would be of great advantage to British ! 
Columbia and the fishing industry of the 
Fraser river if 'Point Roberts were part 
of Canada; therefore be it resolved that 

‘His (Honor the Lieutenant-Governor be 
.respectfully requested to call the atten­
tion of the Dominion government to the : 
desirability of placing before the joint 
commissioners (appointed by the Urn ted 
States and Canada m the summer of 
1892 to settle the boundary line between ! 
Alaska and British Columbia) the detir- ; 
ability of Canada acquiring the said Point 
Roberts, either by purchase or' by giving 1 
a piece of land in British Columbia i.d- 
joining Alaska in exchange for the said 
•Point Roberts; and that His Honor be 
respectfully requested to transmit a copy 
of -this resolution to the Dominion gov­
ernment.

Mr. Home gave a number of reasons 
why the motion should be passed, most 
of them being the same as set forth in 
the preamble of the resolution. Hu 
thought that Point Roberts might be 
purchased by -the Dominion or exchanged 
for another piece of land.

Hon. (Mr. Turner considered the reso­
lution an important one. There was 
some evidence that the United States 
government might be approached on the 
question and asked to exchange Point 
Roberts for a small piece of land to the 
south of Alaska. Point Roberts was a 
great deal of trouble to the United States, 
as it was the headquarters of smugglers 
and caused much trouble to the Fraser,} 
river canneries. The fact was that the 
canning industry of British Qolurabia

toot obfcrtion to tbit If 
a judge thought he waa right be might 
not gnu* the appeal..

Mr. Kitchen thought it would be well 
to show cause for an. appeal before 9 
supreme court! judge, but a litigant 
should not have to obtain leave from a 
loonrty <x>urt judge to appeal.

iHon. (Mr. Davie said the provision to 
obtain leave only applied to cases re­
volving an amount under $100. It 
must be held that the judges are honor­
able men and would allow an appeal if 
they thought there should be oue.

/Mr. Kitchen said what was wanted 
was an appeal on points of law, not on 
points of fact. He could not see why 
there should be any objection to appeal 
on points of law.

iDr. Mtine did not think there should 
be an appeal in cases involving amounts 
under $100.

,Hoo. Mr. Davie said the point was 
whether an appeal should be allowed on 
leave of the county court judge who 
tried the case or by application to a su­
preme court judge.

■Hon. 'Mr. Pooley introduced an amend­
ment allowing appeals cm point of law 
in cases involving amounts under $100.

The amendment was adopted and the 
bid! was reported complete.

Hou. Mr. Davie in the absence of Mr. 
Hall introduced a bill for the better pm 
teetione of bottlers and manufacturers 
of beverages.

iHon. Col. Baker moved the second | 
reading of the legislative library and 
statistical bill. The office proposed to 
be established under the bill would be 
of incalculable benefit to the province. 
An efficient officer had been appointed 
to take charge of the office.

The bill passed its second reading 
without discussion.

The hotkie went into committee, Mr. 
•Adams in the chair, to consider the 
British Columbia Railway act -tmeud- 
ment bill. The bill was reported com-

The bouse went into committee, Mr. 
Horne in the chair, to auitnd the school 
act.

Hon. Mr. Beaven pointed out that the 
bill was introduced to amend the sohoal 
act of 1891, and it proposed to amend 
the act of 1893.

The question was referred to the 
speaker, who suggested that the order 
for the committee be discharged. This 
was done, and a new bill will be intro-

The house went into ««remittee on the 
dairying hill, which was reported com-

The house again went into committee 
on the Victoria Electric Light and Rail­
way company’» bil. There was another 
batch of amendments moved and adopt­
ed. They had been approved of at a 
conference between the city solicitors 
and the solicitous for the company. They 
provide that the work done by the com­
pany on tbe streets shall be on the ap­
proval of the city engineer and that they 
shall leave the streot in as good a con­
dition as they found it. Tbe company 
is empowered by one of the new da uses 
to eject drunken or other obnoxious 
characters from its cars. The cars must 
surrender tbe right of way to fire en-

The amendment» proposed by Dr. 
Milne, as follows, were also accepted: 
“Provided that nothing herein contained 
shall he deemed to authorize or empow­
er the said company to lay any rails or 
bonstruct or operate any of the works 
authorized by this act within the limits 
of Beacon Hill park or on Dallas road, 
in said corporation, and the rails used 
must be approved by tbe city engineer"’

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments.

The Hado-81 wan railway bill was con­
sidered In committee and reported com-

)Mr. Eberts moved the second reading 
of a bill to authorize certain drainage 
and dyking works in the district of 
New Westminster. The company, to make 
their sribeme successful, have to turn 
the waters of Vellar creek, which rune 
out of the Sumas prairie. The bill was 
opposed in the private bills committee 
by farmers owning about 2,000 acres, 
which might be or might not be affected 
by the scheme. The committee decided

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
The Premier Moves the Second Reading 

of Nakusp Bill.

DEBATE ADJOURNED EARLY IN DAY

was very critical at the present time. The’j that the company should be allowed to
industry here could not be carriiHl on 
as cheaply as it could in other countries. 
Hundreds of cases of salmon had been 
sent to England which could not 
be sold, and word had been sunt out 
from England to cause several canneries 
to be closed down. Everything possible 
should be done for the industry.

Mr. Semlin said he was in favor of 
obtaining Ppint Robert» for the Domin­
ion, but the Dominion could not afford 
to give away any of their coast line on 
the Pacific for the Point. In fact, it j 
would be well to obtain for the Domm- i 
ion that portion of Alaska that forme 
the -western boundary of the Dominion

Hon. Mr. Beaven pointed out that a 
resolution to obtain Point Roberts was 
passed in 1888. The boose should know 
what the Dominion government had done 
with that resolution. It went without 
saying that the province, not the Domin­
ion, should acquire the land. The Unit­
ed States government was very liberal 
with its land, and might be inclined to 
*eU R to the province. From the resolu­
tion it would be inferred that the Do­
minion should ««quire the land.

Mr. Horne wished to amend hi* mo­
tion to provide that the province should 
acquire the land, but the government ob­
jecting he left it as it was and it was 
passed.

Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill to 
amend the companies act.

Hon. Col. Baker introduced bills to 
amend the placer mining and mineral 
sets.

The county courts bHl was re-commit­
ted, as amendments formerly made in 
committee were not inserted a» intended 
by the house. One of the amendments 
provided that the leave of a connty 
court judge would have to be obtained 
before an appeal could be taken against 
ms judgment,

carry on- the work uniter certain provis­
ions. The scheme would reclaim be­
tween twenty and thirty thousand acres 
of land.

IMr. iSemlmr-iAfteir the bill passed ;he 
committee another petition Was present­
ed by certain parties who wished to re 
claim 2.000 acres of land themselves.

M.r. Kitevhem said he was thoroughly 
in accord wit]i the principle of ihu bill. , 
In regard to the last petition, it was 
from men who owned hnd that could be j 
reclaimed more cheaply than under the 
general -scheme. The first petition wan 
signed by mfluy people from the State* 
and the side of the river not affected 
by the «-heme. ,

Hon. Mr. Beaven said be.did not know j 
whether the petitioners would be affect­
ed, but nevertheless their petition should 
be considered by the committee.

(Mr. Sword said tbe general act gave 
the company power to act within a certain 
jurisdiction. What they wanted in the 
bill was to go outside the jurisdiction. 
Thu petitioners had an appeal to the 
court of revision j He did not think any 
harm could be done by the bill.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill to 

amend the municipal act.
Mr. Speaker pointed out that the privir 

lugu.s of the house were abused in com­
mittee of the whole when the preamble 
of the bill was discussed before the body 
of the bHl. The clause» should be paused 
first and then the preamble.

Hou. Mr. Beaven—That rule refer# to 
public, mot to private bdls.

•Mr. Speaker—I can. aee no reason why 
there should he a difference.

L qdaiaoaoqd 3*1 Buiqmo» 01 -pueMtf -oo 
Lojd ïaiAOm aq> q»l»M iqlfui moi1 Uq, 
Loth. JO uqraaa aiuii « o|oq deed « I „„„ 
\ ftqqooi je psei»Ti! uaqL -uoara » I 
<1 tuaiutq opera jo eeeom Jq eoiinopl i w
ill fet» «Mti *™l* *> SdeoiKnoqd I -op

Government Anxious to Bring the Ses­
sion to » Close Before Easter - A 
Batch of Private Bills Disposed of 
Last Evening.

MARCH 12.
Mr. Speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock. Prayers by Rev. P. McF. Mae- 
leod.

Dr. Milne introduced a bill to amend 
the elections regulation act.

Mr. Grant introduced a bill to amend 
the municipal act.

Mr. Sword moved for a return showing 
the results of the revised census in each- 
enumerator’s division, with a statement 
showing in which of the new electoral 
districts, or ridings of districts, each 
enumerator's division was.—The motion 
was adapted.

Mr. Semlin moved and it was resolved 
that a respectful address l>e presented to 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
praying that an additional polling place in 
the electoral district of Yale be establish­
ed at Boundary Creek.

Hon. Mr. Beaven asked the chief com­
missioner what is the cause of delay in 
commencing work upon the parliament 
buildings?

Hon. Mr. Vernon answered that the 
matter was in the bands of the contrac­
tor who was responsible for the delay. 
The cause was that the contractor could 
not use the stone that w‘as beiqg dvliv- | 
vred. „ \

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a message 
from the Lient.-Governor enclosing a bill 
resisting tiie. Nelson & Fort Sheppard 
railway.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­
ing of the Nakusp & Sjorau railway bill 
which was. one of the enterprises includ­
ed in tbe railway aid act of last year. 
Under section 2 of that act the govern­
ment were empowered to guarantee in­
terest upon an amount sufficient to build 
and equip the road, but not to exceed 
$25,000 per mile, and section 0 limited 
tbe amount of the guarantee to interest , 
on $925,000, or the cost to tbe company 
of the said railway enterprise, whichever • 
might be tbe smaller sum. The measure 
passed the house without division unani­
mously, as had also the Shuswap & Okan­
agan guarantee act at a previous session. 
Soon after the house rose the government 
took the enterprise up, and couceiving the 
Nakusp & SI oca n road to be the most 
urgent the government took steps to en­
quire fully into its merits, and taking ad­
vantage of the assizes, at which he had 
public business to transact, he (Mr. Da­
vie) had gone to the spot, and it did not 
take long to convince him of the vital im­
portance to the country of Immediate 
construction of the road to preserve the 
Kootenay trade, which otherwise would 
be diverted to. the south, and lost to 
British Columbia. The projected road 
would give access to one of the greatest 
mining regions of the world, the trade of 
which, without the road, would be 
drained.

Mr. Davie read the number of extracts 
showing the amount of ore shipped out 
of the Kootenay country- The desir­
ability of prompt construction being es­
tablished and a commencement made at 
once—the question arose how to begin, 
what was the cost of the road and how 
was the money to be found. Fortunately 
he had valuable aid at baud to solve both 
questions. From u gentleman who bap* 
pend to be travelling in Kootenay,, cou- 
nected with oue of the strongest financial 
bouses in Loudon, he became convinced 
of the undennrability of issuing interest 
guaranteed bonds. They were not looked 
upon as a desirable investment, and could j 
only be sold at a heavy discount. Interest 
guaranteed bonds can, in fact, only be 
sold at just such a rate as would give 
the investor margin sufficient out of the 
interest and discount to form a winking 
fund which would make good the prin­
cipal by the time the loan expires, lo 
have allowed the project to remain over 
for a year to obtain further legislation 
would have l>een as injurious, or more so, 
than to make the sacrifice in money, njt 
only on account of the delay, but because 
the trade would in the meantime have 
been diverted, and as is well known 
when a market is once lust it is a dim­
wit matter to recover it. Vast quanti­
ties of ore waiting shipment, and mines 
waiting a railroad to develop their wealth 
—the country would not have justfied the 
government in waiting; the people :ire 
impatient for the development of this 
country, and tbe only way in which Brit­
ish Columbia -will benefit by the trade of 
its development is by this road. To have 
ascertained by bilk of quantities and en­
gineers’ measurements exactly what the 
road would cost, would .have meant a 
year's delay, which the country would 
not have tolerated any more than they 
would have countenanced waiting another 
year’s time to consult the legislature In 
the matter of floating bonds. He (Mr. 
Davie) (went to Montreal, and Mr. Van 
Horne ascertained from his engineers on 
the spot what the probable cost of con­
struction would be, what tbe O.P.R.. 
with the facilities which they had at 
band, could construct the road for, and 
that cost was placed at $17,500 a mile. 
He, Mr. Davie, pressed upon Mr. Van 
Horne to build die line, but he did not 
cate to undertake It He agreed, how­
ever, that hie engineers -would superin­
tend the constructios, and that the com­
pany would leaee the Hue, paying 40 pet 
«•eot. of the gross m*4»te as a rental. 
He, Mr. Davie, then arranged with the 
Nakusp and Hloean Railway Co., to build 
the road, aud concluded an agreement 
between the Pacific# company and the 
Nak**P atgl Slooan, which Is now before 
the house, under which tbe C.P.R. super-

for 25 years under a ) 
penalty of $50 per day. The company 
had to put *p the sum of $118,400. Mug 1 
the asnount of the Dominion subsidy in 
oash. To have built the nufti by internt 
guaranteed bonds, would have required 
all of the bonds—^for under the act the 
company were to have “the cost to them 
of their enterprise.’’ Having therefore 
the cost of construct ion at $17.509 per 
mile for thirty-seven wiles, the length of 
the road, amounted to $047,(Xk). Add to 
this the discount of bonds, which would 
have been pkrt of the “cost of the en­
terprise,” cost of the organization, engin­
eering, right of way and one tiling and 
another, would have footed up fully to 
the $925,000, and no company could then 
have been procured, nor now, so fur us 
he knew, to undertake the work, and 
put up the $118,000—under the whole of 
the lK>nds and there was no time to hunt 
up others if the work was to be com­
menced at once. In fact the company 
lia<l called for tenders for construction, 
payable in bonds, aud the lowest hid whm 
for all the Minds at $25,000 per mile. 
With these facts before the government, 
it would be suickfcti to build the rends 
with only the Interest on the bonds guar­
anteed The cosfiof the road was $047,- 
000, butNrf til«^$\l8.000 is paid us a sub­
sidy by the DoifilWknr 'government. The 
government made t\e stipulation that the 
amount received as '4<y per cent, of the 
earnings should, after paying the inter­
est, lie allowed to accumulate as a sink­
ing fund to wipe out the principal. The 
provision that the company should not be 
allowed to charge a higher rate than 
that Hi urged on the main line in 
British Columbia, would l>e an advantage 
to the settlers in that district. It will be 
for the government t«i say whether the 
district should be given lower rates, or 
whether higher rates should he charged 
to relieve tbe exchequer. The real 
would not only cost the company the ac­
tual cost for construction, but they would 
pay the cost of negotiating the liond*. 
With this the road could not be built for 
low ilian $25,000 a m le. 'Hhera would 
Is* $31.440 a year to pay as Interest and 
linking fund, and at the end of the time 

! the province would liitve a road. By the 
I system of interest guaranteeing bonds 
; the government would have to pay $32,- 
000 a year for interest aud at the en l of 
the term tlp'V would have nothing to 
show for it. There was no doubt that 
the plan proposed to be adopted was a 
saving one. For the Victoria & Sidney 

j railway the government were payiug five 
per cent, on $900,000, while they only re­
ceived $270,000. If they had borrowed the 
money right out they would have saved 
<iver $4.000 a year which in time would 
have paid for the road. He read ab­
stracts to show that there would be im­
mense amounts of ore to lie ahippe 1 over 
the Nakusp road after it was burned. 
Estimating on 40 tons of ore daily, which 
is a very fair one, the road would earn 
$04,800 for ore only; thee there would lie 
$31.000 for merchandise ami stock, ami 
$34.000 for pawengera and mail. Of 
this the government would receive $48,- 
000 yearly, ns the 40 per cent, of the 
earnings, so that there would be no 
dinger in guaranteeing $31,000 a year. 
The government has an engineer under 
whose superintendence the work will be 
done. Then the (MMl., who have to 
operate the road for 25 years, will h ive 
an engineer. The comimny will want a 
well constructed road to carry U:eir 
trains. Tlie C.P.R. in their agreement 
have provided that the road must be well 
constructed. The Nakusp company could 
not draw money from the bank without
* certificate from the government and 
C.P.R. engineer*. He was satisfied that 
the C.P.R., having to operate tbe road 
for 25 years, subject to a penalty of $50 
a day, would not take over a road that 
was not well built. Then the Dominion 
government had deposited $118,000 which 
the ounqwny could not draw until the 
road had passed muster at Ottawa. ; 
Those who said old rails were to be used, 
did not know what they were talking 
nlmnt. The rails that were to be used on 
the-Nakusp.road had only been down on 
the C.P.R., for two years. They were 
not old or. (jauiuged, the life of a rail 
being about 30 years. It could not lie 
classed as old material. The company 
w ere fully justified in using them and the 
government were justified in approving 
of the rails. He read a memorandum 
from the government engineer showing 
that the curves on the road were not 
sharp and the lied and treaties were well 
constructed. On the whole it would lie 
Seen the scheme was a bona fide one 
ami the 40 per cent, of the earning* 
would he sufficient to pay the interest and 
leave a balance for a sinking fund to 
pay the principal. The plan of guarantee 
ing principal" and interest waa by no 
means a new oue. The government 
could after seeing the road worked for 
two years, purchase a half interest in 
the road for the province. He quoted a 
number of cases where the plan proposed 
in the Nakusp scheme had been adopt»*! 
In ether colonies. lu fact, he said, the 
plan proposed by the government was 
a moderate one compared with the plans 
adopted abroad. The government had 
not jumped at the conclusion; they bud 
thoroughly considered the matter during 
the recess. They had tieen pressed to 
adopt the same jdau with two other 
roads, hut they did not consider that they 
could do that until they had consulted the 
house. But in the ease of the Nakusp 
road there was urgency. They would 
next year "know whether their plan had 
been successful, which he -was sur; It

| would be. The government did nut con-
• shier that they eould assist the Nicola 
i road until the country was fully ex­
plored. It would not do to 4o too m«' b

; on the credit of the province or g'v“ 
everything to railways. In a few daj* 
a measure iwoidd^fe}' brought down to 
facilitate drainage and dyking In N«*w 
Westminster district. He would 
something about the ChHIlwack railway 
litter. . - -

’ ■am

m

Hon. Mr. Beaven said that
ihe information that the attorney 
had grven the house was not conb 
the papers that had been présentai 
house. The government must 1 
great deal of information that ti 
not given to the bouse. He was 
0t the way in which the attorney- 
had placed the responsibility for 1 
way aid act on the shoulders of tl 
Jnture. He had also tried to'plat 
responsibility on the city of Victx 
tiie Victoria & Sidney scheme, 
body knew that the railway aid 1 
Submitted to the house hy the 
ment. The attorney-general tr 
make it apjxuir that the nseasu 
been forced on the government 
bouse. -He did not know what tl 
eminent mem liens made tbe gove 
<lo, but he was sure the legl-latu 
not forced the in-ns urc on the 
ment. Any one who had- listened 
attorney-general must have come 
the promoters of the scheme thifn 
for the province. Then the a l 
general said because, he (Mr. t 
was the mayor of the city, he was 
tilde fop the Victoria & Sidney s 
The ratepayers authorized the pas: 
the by-law to guarantee the intei 
the bonds of that company. He 
not give the attorney-general the 
faction of knowing whether he con 
that scheme wise or unwise, 
house was going to pledge the cr 
the province to such an extent tl 
vince had better build the toad. If t 
viuee has to advance the money ti 
the road the province had better « 
All that the attorney-general ha 
should further convince the bons 
ouch was the case. Railways b’ 
the way proposed were not «ilvaut 
to the province. In view of the fa 

|j the attorney-general had given the 
j a lot of information not contained 
! papers, the debate should be adjour 
j allow the members to consider that 
j mation. The figures quoted by t 
. torney-genenil should b.; explained 
1 figure* should have been in the 
j laid before the house aud not givei 

ely in a speech. The attorney-#; 
said the government could in two 

I obtain a half intere.st in the road, 
j was not the case; the government 

only obtain 49 per cent, of the trtoc 
: could not say that 49 waa half of 
j dred. The attorney-general trh 
ÿ make it appear that iq cu»e the g 

ment took an interest they would Î

Icnnftoling intere-d.. The fact wnt 
the company would have the com 
interest. The gowrnment were ]j 
t all the money into the scheme, the 

I what could the company hâve b 
j The province would build the ra 
j give it to the company and then 
| minority of the stock buck from 
j He moved the adjournment of the d 
I which motion was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the 
1 rutitBUi’g »>f the biH to regulate t 
| partmeiu of agriculture, which ; 
1 plained in- a few words. Read a 

'I trine.
! (Huai. Col. Baker moved the 

reading of the bill to amend the 
;! mining act. The amendments wea 
; gestod by the mining committee, i 
j us minister of mines presented it 

bouse. Read a second time.
1 The second reading of the mine; 

was also moved by Hon. Col. 
who explained it in the same way 

J explained the placer mining act. 
»j second reading was passed.

On coustideratiou of the report - 
! KotiltdSlooan railway biM, -Hon. Mi 
! vt«i asked whether the company 
j receive the same lucid grant for 
! row gauge road es it had been, pr 
1 to give for a broad gauge road. 

i| Utïon, (Mr. 'Davie—There will hi 
! be « dhamge in the Band grant, 
j have to be the subject at' another 

iMr. Hunter eanli it was uud» 
that there would be a dUange i 
grant. But even if it was not ti 
way would be m the same positi. 
otihier railways .which received laud 
from the gvvemjment.

The report was adopted. 
iMr ‘ l'unoh continued the debate 

ChiilL.vAck draSnage bill. The 
hiad been attached, end the bill 

I order. He hoped that it would pat 
! bill was rend a second time.

Hioii. Mr. Beaven rose to a q 
of privilege, as to whether the pr 
of a private bill rfiould be pawed 
the nest of tbe Mil. The practk 
bed been followed in- this house v 
the same as in- the .EnglEsh hk»t 
commons, as there a private bill v 
c<**i%2ered in committee unless th«

I
 of the crown were affected. He ex 
at some ltuigtih the sytiem in K 
There the MB was considered b: 
l«it committee, which took up t 
amble firat mid €Wen. the clause», 
course of procedure iu this hou 
In* accordance with, the proeedure 
DbmMon house ef commons, 
necessary to di*cu»s the premah 
as that was the basis of the bill.

Mr. Speaker said the discuss on 
very uimeceasaiy one. He saw i 
011.60 cihtange his ruling. If tin 
wished to <-han(ge tihe ruling the 
ueewpory to discuss the preamfc 
read, but nbt considered first. I 
worth changing this session, but t 
speaker can thke it up.

The 9*)use went Into commit 
Hunter in the chair, to consider t 
nette Saw Mill compomye bLH. r 
was reported complete.

Tbe (house rotte at G o’clock.



Hon. Mr. 'Heaven Haiti that ^
the information that the attorney-'general 
had given the house was not contained in , 
the papers that had been presented to the - 
house. The government must have a 
great deal of information that they bad 
not given to the bouse. He was amused 
at the way in which the attorney-general 
had placed the responsibility for the rail­
way aid act on the shoulders of the legis­
lature. iHe had also tried to place some 
responsibility on the city of Victoria for 
the Victoria & Sidney scheme. Every­
body knew that the railway aid bill was 
Submitted, to the house by the govern­
ment. The attorney-general tried to 
make it appear that the measure had 
been forced on the government by the 
bonne. -He did not know what the gov-, 
eminent members made the government 
do, but he was sure the legislature had 
not forced1 the m-nsnre on the govern­
ment. Any one who had- listened to the 
attorney-general must have oome to the 
the promoters of the scheme than it was 
for the province. Then the attorney- 
general said because, he (Mr. Heaven) 
was the mayor of the city, he was respon­
sible for the Victoria & Sidney scheme. 
The ratepayers authorized the passage of 
the by-law to guarantee the interest on 
the bonds of that company. He would i 
not give the attorney-general the satis­
faction of knowing whether he considered 
that scheme wise or unwise. If the ’ 
house was going to pledge the credit of j 
the province to such an extent the pro­
vince had letter build the road. If the pro­
vince has to advance the money to build ! 
the mad the province had better own it. • 
All that the attorney-general had sai l ! 
should further convince the house that ! 
such was the case. Railways built in i 
the way proposed were not advantageous j 

I to the province. In view of the fact that 
il the attorney-general bad given the house 

a lot of information not contained in the 
! I*i*I>ers, the debate should be adjourned to 
j allow the members to consider that infor- •
! mation. The figures quoted by the at- • 
torney-general should be explained. The j 
figures should have been in the papers i 
laid before the house and not given mer- 
el y in a «q ieevh. The attorney-general 
said th«y government could in two years 
obtain a half interetft in the road. This 
was not the case; the government could 
only obtain 41) per cent, of the stock. He 
could not say that 4i> was half of a hun­
dred, The attorney-general tried to 
make it appear that iq vase the govern­
ment took an interest they would have a,* 
vontroling intertill, The fact was that > 
the company would have the ooutroliug | 
interest, The government were putting !

, all the money into the scheme, therefore 
) what could the company hâve to sell. . 
j The province would build the railway,
| give it to the company and then buy a 
| minority of the Stock back from them, 
j He moved the adjournment of the debate,
I which motion was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the secoml 
1 reudfccg »>f the WH to ee#nleté the de- 
| partaient of agriculture, which he ex- 
1 plained ini- a few words. Read a second 

'I trine.
! iHuoi. Col. Baker moved the second 

reading of the bill to amend the pkicer 
;! mi ning act. The amendments were su g 
; g<t»ted -by the mining committee, and he 
j as minister of mines presented it to the 

house. Read a second time.
The second rending of the mineral act 

was also moved by Hon. Col. Baker, 
who explained it in the same way as he 
explained the placer mining act. The 
seooiid reeding; was passed, 

li On cousii<leration of the report on the 
; IvotiloiSIdcian railway bill, -Hon. Mr. Bea- 
! vmu asked whether the eompiuiy would 
| receive the same bund grout for a unr- 
- row gauge road ns it had been, proposed 
i to give for a brand gauge road, 

if I iHJuai. (Mr. -Davie—There will have to 
! be « change in the Band grant. It will 
j bave to be the subject of' another bill, 

iMir. 'Hunter sakli it was understood 
that there would l*e a dhhngo in the 
groat. Hut even if it was not the rail­
way would be fan the same position as 
otihiar railways .which received laud grautk 
from the government- 

The reptort was adopt el. 
iMr ' t'unoli (iogitûn-ued the debate on the 

ChfiL.atik dralinage bill. The by-law 
had been attached, ami the bill was in 

! order. He hoped that it would pass. The 
! bill was road a second time.

Horn. Mr. Beaveet rose to a question 
of privilege, os to whether the preamble 
of a private bill tfiould be pawed before 
the nest of the bill. The practice that 
had been; followed in- this house was not 
the same as in the Engltsh bouse of 
commons, as there a private bill was not 
v«V* altered in committee unless the rights 

I of the crown were affected. He explained 
at some length the sytetem in England. 
There the liB was considered by a se­
lect oomimtitee, which, took up the pre­
amble 6rat and thten. the clauses., The 
course, of procedure iu this house was 
in1 aoootdauce with, the procedure of the 
Dominion house of commons. It was 
ne<oasoiry to disc»» the preamble first, 
as that was the basis of the bill.

Mr. Speaker said the discussion was a 
very unnecessary one. He saw no reas­
on. <x> «htmge his ruling. If the house 
wished to «■hange dhe ruling they could 
iu*ca«ary to disette» the preamble first, 
read, but nbt ooiwidemnd first. It I» not 
worth changing this aemlon, but the next 
speaker can take it up.

Tie hteuee went into committee, Mr. 
-Hunter in the chair, to consider the Bru­
nette Saw Mail company® biM. The bill 
was reported complete.

The house rose at 6 o’clock.

EVENING SESSION, 
fttr. Horne moved the second reading 

of the fall to validate certain, public 
works in the township of Richmond. The 
obO’eot of the bill was to validate a by­
law and a contract for certain public 
works done by McLean, Brothers.

'Hon. Mr. Beavon rose to a point of 
order. The bill proposed to validate a 
ountract and a by-law, which, were not 
attached jto tine bill.

Mr. Speaker—The point of order is well 
taken*

The by-law and contract were distrib­
uted, having been, printed.

Mr. Slword said the bill did not recite! 
the case as fat actually was* It would 
have been, .well if tine private bills com- ! 
mût tee Itad submitted to the house an’ 
alrt-naat of the evidence given before the 
committee. There would be no injustice 
dtote if the bill was read this day six 
Œjourth», the 00*1 «ration having paid Mc­
Lean Brothers what they were welling to 
reoeive. He moved that the bill be read 
this day six irumn-tthfr 

iMr. Gromit supported the second read- 
u* of the bill.

Mr. Heaven, said it seemed1 that the 
corporation of Ri-ahinicxad had acted very 
liberally with, (McLean Brothers. The 
oQijKCatfion had agreed to pay them what 
it awed them* although the court ho»i 
«add that it did not need to pay. It 
would be veiy highhanded for the leg- 
isîwture to set a aide a judgment of the 
supreme court and make the corporation 
pay MciLeiaa Brothers more than they 
contracted to do the work for. He would 
be very loath to net abide a judgment 
of the supreme court.

Aft. Booth said the judgment fred been 
decided on a mere technicality., After, 
the case had bean thrown1 out the cor­
poration would pay the amount for the 
work, but would not pay the costs of 
court, which were more than the amount 
involved.

Mr. Martin aaid the bill had been Ahor- 
ourfhly considered by the private bills, 
committee and passed by the committee, j
McLean Broth)w had been uon-suiïed on 
a point of law, the judge remarking that 
it was with reluctance thut he gave the 
judgment that he <Ed.

Mr. Ki-tehen reviewed the case from 
the time the money was raised by by-law 
ujwl the contract was let. The corpora 
tion agreed to confess judgment for $4, ! 
U7U ami th» IMdLeun. Brothers agree»! i 
to accept this. But they did not do this. I 
They sued the corporation for $4.!>70; 
mad interest and damages. They lost ! 
the ea*e mwl the corporation passed n ! 
by-law and ptiid the amount of the con- j 
tract. He was in flavor of validating 
the contract, but he dEd not believe in 
making the legislature a court for thk? 
collection of «nail debt»*. McLean Bro­
thers were not entitled to $710 costs, as 
they need not have incurred these costs 
if they had accepted oonfessed judg 
men*.

Hon. Col. Baker «aid Mr. Kitchen ac­
knowledged that the MaLeon Brothers 
were entitled to the a mo unit luid excused 
the corporation by saying that it did not 
have the money to pay it. It would be 
disgrace *o the proVEaice and municipality 
if the eontraetor» were not fairly dealt 
with.

Mr. Bmowcii -supported the nix moiuthu’ ; 
hoist. The hint spieaker !md deliberately ‘ 
mitrepresented Mr. KDdohen.

iHocv Mr. DavtLe ettid the corporation 
had tied weed MnLcau Bros, to bring a 
suit and then by a tedhntoality defeated 
the action thlat they requested should be 
brought The corporation hcv.1 evidently 
.been all advised. They could have paid 
the money into court or allowed the judg- j 
man* for the amount they ml minted to 
gp by deflault. He did not by any vote 
of his mean to allow any municipality to 
treat iukltviduai# untftiiriy.,

IMr. Sword said the debate should tie 
adjourned to allow tfiee petitions a gainst 
the bill to -be printed.

A motion to adjourn1 (the debate was de­
feated.

Mr. Semi In opposed the bill. The conn- 
«1 had pafid the MoLctm Brothtere the 
amount of their contract, but they de­
clined to pay damages. DEd it look Hke 
a diehaneot tramsaction, when’ the council 
haxl paid tflte amount although the court 
had deeded against the contractors? As 
long as the .council was adtrng fairly 

•the hotise *hou3d no* interfere. The house 
was mot a debt collecting agency, a-ml it 
would be ndoirtnlng a very bad precedent 
to pass the hllL Every contractor who 
had a grfevtunce against a municipality 
would appeal to the legislature. The 
court was the place to settle such dis­
putes. -Hq was willing to support the 
hïM as fur nh it vaKdated the by-law end 
rontnact, but the house should n-o* say 
that the mmv'-djmKty owes the contractors 
a certain amount of money. The house 
should be very careful in interfering 
with the powers of municipalities.

Mr. ‘Brown wished to speak again, but 
the speaker ruled that; Mr. Brown bad 
spokan to the principle of the bfll.

Mr. -Brownr-T beg your pardon. I 
spoke to the adjournment df the de­
bate.

Mr. Speaker—You discussed the prim- 
ciîAe of the bill.

Mr. Brawn—I beg your pardon. I 
did not.

Mr. Speaker—Yrai have already Bpok- 
enl Shall the bill be read this day six 
months ?

The question that the bfll be read this 
day «X mouth» was defeatcl.

iMr. (Foreter stwl before he heard the 
evidence gjven lx fore the private bills 
comnulltec he had intended to vote for 
the bill, but after hearing i* hte could 
not db so. The a-rgument of the premier 
watt very unfair to both the council and 
the member for WerrtmLtwftvr, Mr. Kit­
chen-. The coamcH had trie<l to pass the 
to--Jaw to pay MteDemr Brothere as soon 
as pwtiMc. The council took step» to 
pay the money neariy a year before Mc- 
jA-an Brothers gave notice of their in­
tention to av* for the passage of a pri­
vate bill. The bill wgfc making the house 
a court to dtK-hle on- a debt, and they did 
iwj* hbive all the evidence before them. 
The reason-,why the petition wee signed 
by Victorians wus becauee the deputation 
from Richmond found when they arrived

here that they could not be heard before] 
tine private billy committee without a 
petition»- -The private bells committee 
were mat justified [In coming to the eon- 
cluetioo they did on the evidence received.

The bill pmwed its second reading on 
a vote of 19 to 8.

‘Mr. Brown, rose to a question of privi­
lege. He wished to know if a member 
spoke to a motion to adjourn the debate, 
could he no* afltenwùrdb sjiealc to the 
priuetple of the bill. IHe would like to 
have a dear, tmderytandïng on thfie que»

Mr. Speaker—If a member speaks to 
the adSmirnnwnt of the debate he can 
afiterwairdb qpeak to the princljile of the 
bill, but if tie speak® to the principle of 
the bin under the guise of speaking to 
the judgment, he cannbt afterward® apeak 
to the principle of the 1111.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
Forster in the chair, fo cotislder the den­
tistry hill. The bill wtajs reported com­
plete without amendment.

•Dr. Wiatt moved the second reading of 
the pharmacy bill. The measure, he said, 
was for the protection- of the public by 
preventing the careless htimtiting of poi- 
sods by unqualified person®.

(Hoax Mr. Heaven, said the bill was only 
a-nk)tiicr »tep in the wrong direction. The 
daiuee providing that a man who was 
qualified in other countries would have 
to pass an examination before being al­
lowed to practice in the province -was 
not flair. The bill was not for the public 
benefit,

Mr. Semlm opposed the bill, as he had 
opposed all it» predecewone. The bill 
wate not for the protection of the public; 
it we» for hhe benefit of a das», the 
druggists. The bill also provided that 
druggist» should wo* do jury duty. Why 
should druggie*» be exempt from jury 
duty any more than, any one else? -Poor­
er men than druggists had to serve on 
juries. There was no reason why drug­
gie*» should mot be allowed to take hi 
a partner who was no* a druggist.

The bill wab passed on a division of » 
to 7. ;UV

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Opposition Ask for More Information re 

the Nakusp Railway.

RliHMIKR GIVES EVASIVE ANSWERS

tio.«rnme.1t B«fu»e to Delay tl.e Dehate 
Until All the Information is Before 
the Houne-Ho». Mr. Heaven Speaks 
ou the Question Until Time tor 
Adjournment.

MARCH l:l.
The Speaker took the chair at ti o'clock 

l'ruyers by Rev. 1'. McK. Mueleotl.
Dr Watt moved: That in uecordiuiei 

Whh the practice in this and other prov­
inces, and in the Dounmou, hut for tne 
more efficient carrying out thereof, it 1c 
an order ef this house that as soon as the 
public accounts or other departmental te- 
iorts are printed and ready for distribu­
tion the Queen's Printer he and is here­
in- directed to send a copy to each of ti c 
members of this house and to the 'aro-w 
newspapers and public libraries in ■ the 
province.

lion Mr. Bvaven said the motion hav­
ing been passed over yesterday two days 
notice was necessary.

Mr Speaker sustained the objection.
Mr. Sword said the premier had prem­

ised to give all information respecting the 
Nakusp & Sloean railway and on th. 
second reading he said tile ho«8= bn^ ”‘' 
the necessary information. lhin were 
however, a Dumber of pointa upon aWQ 
he would like to be informed. He asked 
the premier the following questions. v\ ho 

re the shareholders of the Nakusp A 
ilocau railwayÏ Who are the eoutnu 
, 1rs for the w,,rkV What were the terms 
of tender? What tenders were received i 
and the amounts'? Who acted as engin 

r for the C. I*. It? What amount is 
ad UP of N. & S. capital? C'orrespon. 
mice as to the price at which lire bon,)*-, 

could lie sold? Duchesnaya eatmtate 
of the cost of the work? Copy of th, 
contract? Any further particulars as to

‘’HomMrBeaven asked tin, pretnier for 
the orders-in-eouncil approving of h - 
„„reement between the Nakusp & Si-tan 
railway and the otvler approving of the

asked if .he «ovvrntnen, 
had an alignment of the road that was
,0Hm"Davie said he thought he 

,nld a newer most of the questions irn- mXw He did not know^who th,*
I :?ae,;ht0ltoere^."“rHe' did not know

Wvmii,rhed.COnH“CdM "not 'know'wh^the

individual members or directors of the 
",mmnv were. He could not say what 
Ihe^erms of the tender were, nor the 
number of tenders received ur the u mount 
of them, but he had been told that the 
MweBt tedder waa tor the qA,
which they were Ihutted, van, 
at 4 per cunt., per unie. I 
know who acted as cugraeer f<w t«te C. 
F K. hut thought he could n»ct uto. - 
He had not inquired a® to the a™°“” 
3 die capital et«ck of the eenpany. He
wU act aware of asuy eorreapondeace fM; 
rher than (that beflure the hoaiae respevt 
iag the price at which tlic b<md» wi-r'!

All the tmtoimnluun respects? Du 
XL,™ osdmttte of the coot of the 
vvorit he tiioiviflit, wad before the hou®*. 
'The government did not have a ctW ^
the Attract, hut J^“UJ!neSu(g 
Fbr any further iufunmWlina rewpecm«
^®thf WWffi h^Miverld V Monday.

! tTwoCu»d hsy thSu Wore ÛJ
how». He thought the house h«<l all 
the Jnforanrtiou, in the bends of the gov
‘r^e“d»ro«kjn wns poooeedSng whc“ 
the exeker d«*tred It to be irregular.

aaàed Ibe dhietf commis-' 
«oner: Is it the iffltentuon of the govera- 
mietit to appoint one or more offix.-ial sca­
lers of timber? to 9o. rwhen?

Hton. Mr. Veruou- aoiswerod that a hill 
wouM be Introtiniced ahortiy for t!he pur­
pose. He could not say iwlheu the ap­
pointment» -would be made.

Hon. (Mr. Dnvüe said the government 
had a uumber of amendments to pro­
pose to the redistribution bdM, so tiiey 
would not be ready to don»uler the re­
port before Friday.

The tioitee wetit imito cxxmontttee, Mr. 
.Adhm» imi the cfcair, to oonnider the leg- 
wlaitfive library bill. An amendment was 
aldjoplted prevonttfijog the government from 
appointing æâsitetan't® to tihe librarian 
wdbhouit .the am sent of the legislature.

(Hon. -Mr. Heaven objected to the clause 
providing that murnOdpalitie», school 
hoBiti® and public imtfctiutlons should be 
forced to give any information asked for 
to the oolledtor of dtatMim.. He to* 
shanoed a case where the city of Victoria 
hlad to engage a special deck to obtain 
iniflonmlaition asked flor by (the provtnrial 
Mcrdtory. Ht was al right for institu­
tion» which received government aid to 
be forced tx> give the information. t 

(Hon. Mr. Davie said the information 
was for the puibKc good; it was not only 
for the use of tihe government,

Mr. Heaven said tihe miumcdpaj and 
school h*oard officers would be wilhng to 
give the government any reasonable in- 
floimatioei, but he flor one objected to 
tihe officers being forced to give the in- 
foumtitioik'

Hon. -Mr. Davie said the danse must be 
good, as 6t was in the Ontario adt.

Mr. Keith—The government should 
tinkc the Ontario rtabrites and put them 
all ia force in British CcHunn/bda.. Then 
it -would be unnecessary to frame new 
taw». The councils and school boards I 
would give reasonable information with- 
odt being forced to do eo in fear of a - 
fine of $50.

(Mr. Bnorwm—Tile government of Brit- 
it* Columbia oopied Ontario where they 
dhould not and ignored Ontario where 
they should dopy it. 'The clause before 
the bouse went a great deal further than 
the Ontario adt.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—I suppose the at- 
torney-general wall apologize now.

-Hop. Mr. Davie contended that there 
was no difference between tihe clause be­
fore the house and the one in the Ontario 
art.

Mr. Hunter hloped that the leader of 
the opposition and Mr. Broiwn would j 
atop heehawing cut one another end al- J

( low the house to proceed 'with business.
I They reiwated. again anti again their or- 
, g-uaneniDs.

IMr. Brown—df the government com- 
buiiue to repeat (their mSsrepresjjKjratiou®' 
we will have to repeat ou-r jffgwm'iii*. 
We will uiot allow reasonaMZpropositio'nH 
to be buried by a lot of pot», smoke 
and irtubTAsQi.

Hun. (Mr. Turner ivdas afraid that the* 
member for New XVsibmilletter would be 
known as “Sltink Fdt” Brown- instead 
of “NN^indiester" Brawn if he continued 
to me the word srtfink ix«t. (-Ixmil laugh­
ter by the premier,!

-Hon. (Air. Beavoiv—Simili things onwifio 
ffliuall (minds. There had been sour- nice ! 
language -uecd fan tlie legislature during I 
the present seesioiK He was surprised j 
to hear tihe etimister of finance use enali I 
language unless it was to make the ut- ' 
torney-general laipgli. Of eouwe nothing ' 
1 xibber -couiM1 be expected from the at-j 
tomey-general. "Stink jH>t” was a nice 
-name flor the finadice minister to airily 
to fetiowsnember of tihe legfisltitur<‘.

•Hem Mr. Turner—Whitt I eaid was 
tiiat II wtt® afraid the livu. member for 
Now WestiminBtor would be called that if 
he continued to use the words.

Mr. Broiwa—I ini glut be called anything 
if I wen* to Mloufcrvul lo lie about my 
poti-tical opponent».

Hon. Mr. Beaveai"» amend-mvut was 
negatived.

(Mr. KitCheui suggostoil that a du use 
might l>e inserted iu the bill i>roviüiug 
that the uM-mbers of the government 
should be fined when they gave the house 
misleading or untiutSifui tuidwor® to 
quositioiiti ur refused to answ-er them at 
all. There had been too mucfli of that 
sbr* of thing this session.

The liiLH iwus ri^jorttvl oomplotv. .
The cleric called up the ndjouniml de­

bate on the Nakusp & Sloean rail-way 
hill and tile government wished to go on 
with fat.

Hon. Mr. Heaven said the house sliouhl j 
Juive aJâ -the iunfiomuLliou on the question ;
1 hi tore proceeding with the debate. The ; 
o,rder in QOtnuoil, on which the whole i 
scheme hinged, had jkj* Ix-e-u, brought ! 
down. He would like to have all the • 
pajiers before vouitlnuiiig the debate.

Hon. -Mr. Davie could not conceive 
what iuifoimation the hon. leader of the j 
<>l*po®itioti exi>ecited to get from a simple 
order ki cou-ucdl atiproviug of something. ! 
He iwas not sure that such am- order In 
ooiuik-hI had been dra-wm up. He would 
like to hear what tlie oinxisirion had to 
say. They Quid heard iwtiat he had

Voices—You have said uut.hiug which 
gtves Luformation.

iHou. Mr. Beu veil—The basis of the 
whole sm!ierne should be an order in 
council, which he foa- one would like to 
see. The house would do wrong fan al- 
krwtkig the govenmment to withdraw such 
an important douunnvnt. rH>e house had 
wltited two imMiith» for the jxqiers. If 
there was no such- order in council the 
whole thing was illegal. t

Hon. (Mr. Davie said there was an or-1 
der fan the inpera 4x.-fwe the house ap-1 
proofing of the agreement between the I 
chief pon*niaf.aier and- the company, 
whfijch was based am tihe ngreememt be- j 
tween the (J. E. iR. and the Ntokuap j 
Company.

Mr. Cotton—We consider that the at- j 
torney-general has not given us informa- j 
tion Which we req-uire before we cpn dis- 
Vite® tflie quedrion. We have asked for 
the information and cannot get it before 
(tomorrow., If the guvetimient say the»' 
will not #?ive u® tihe (information we and 
'the oouuitry wtti know what to think.

Hon. Mr. Davfie said hie had answered, 
as flar oh pos»ift>ie, the questions asked by 
Mr. Sworii. The upposition could gain 
intonmation regarding the company just 
u® easily as (held the «oovemoieai*.



PROVINCIAL LIOISLATVRE.Mr. Kihcbeea-Tke documents brought 
(knvTi dhow that there î» other ânfbruMUiou 
or there should be other imfortnation. 

Hon. Mr. Davie—There might be nn- ! other iufortmttl order lu council, but there 
is nothing <4se.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said the plans and 
profiles of the fine of railway were in. the j 
ta.rn.lti and works department, which could | 
be seen by the members. The govern-1 
meut had tried to give all the Informa­
tion they have.

iMr. Kitchen—‘Why did you not let us 
see the plans and profiles before?

Mr. Sword—'I auked for those plans 
and profiles at the beginning of the ses­
sion. One minute the premier said all1 
the popery were befiore the bouse and i 
the next minute the thief commissioner 
eaid he tod the plan» and profiles. They 
should have been placed where the mem- j 
bert* could see them.

Mr. Somlvn—The dilatory actions of 
the government were enough tv make the 
mâchera suspidous. It was necessary 
that the house should have nil the infor- j 
am tiou at-ked for.

Mon. Col. Baker said the members had . 
not atiked for the profiles. The profile I 
could not be called a paper.

Mr. Cottuur-I would like to have a j 
distinct aiMwer from the government. I 

Dr. Milnv said there were many ru­
mors about the road, and the government 
should place everything before the hou«ie.

Hon. Mr. Brovcn—Mr. Sword aske<l 
for the plans to-day, oud the premier 
said be had nothing. The pin ns were 
under the chief cOmmfiasioniera. desk the 
whole time.

The government refusing bo lay the 
matter over until all the papers were 
down. Hoc. Mr. Bcoven oontioued the 
debate on the second reading of the bill. 
(He said to uudert*unkl the question it 
was neoewary to go back no the nail way 
Bid act. where would be found the eondi- 
tionti under which the bonds were gnar- 
euteed. The attwrney-gencrtil laid great 
stress on the statement that the railway 
eM act had been fJMned unanimously. 
That was not no. Because a division 
wstt not taken, that did not mean Chat 
the bid had be«i passed unanimously.
Of course as the ribatconeot dame from 
the attorney-general it might not have 
any weight The potier of the govern­
ment in guaranteeing the bonds of cer­
tain railways tod been criticized adverse­
ly. The attorney-general made a further 
Statement respecting the Victoria & Sid­
ney railway, and lnfid unction to his soul 
in the foot that the ratepayers of Vic­
toria tod passed a by-law guaranteeing 
pant of the interest on the bonds of that 
railway. The attorney-general said be­
cause he (Mr. Beuven) wns mayor of 
the city at the time the by-tow wne pa*- 
ed he was respond Me for the by-law.
He might jus* a# well say that he wns 
regunwitie for eveiything that the at­
torney-general did in the legislature. Be­
came he was mayor St did not mean that 
be voted for tlie by-law. The legislature, 
in the mihvny aid act, aiithurized the 
government to do somefhii ng. The gov­
ernment exceeded thfcit authority un every 
way pO**blc. It wus not an hfle thought 
phnit mule the legifdatiire place iu the 
smitutc a chiUKe providing thdt the lieu 
teraanit-g>>v«Tiior in council should jmss 
nn order iu numi-il before tile bonde of 
the Nakusp & Blocan railway company 

i were guaranlets]. The premier had said 
I that there wipe m ouch oh 1er iu council.
I He read the clause in Che railway act, 
j iwfaldh expressly rffcutm that there must 
1 lie «y on 1er in oonnvil approving of an 
agreement between the C. P. R. or some 
orhvr <s«m*iiiiy -ami the Nafcutsp & Sloiau 
raSiwny company toft ire At- bonds were 
guaranteed. The fact that there was no 
i*Kfn order in council went to show how 
<lirt4e*fly the provL<anH of the Mil were 
being carried out. The whole bash* of 
the stfiieme tringed on an order in wmn- 
cil wtofli tine government said lra<l no 
existence. The actions of the govern- 
ment were enough to make one believe 
that there was something behind the 
«theme that wtwM not bwvr the tight of 

] <lay. Ev«vi if the onler m council was 
in existence ithe government biul exeeed- 

: e«l the pmv tenons of the railway nkl «<•*. 
j He toped it wou-ld be shown that the 
, government were -not aattiutcd by v«>r- 
j impt motives jn ariting-ae they did. The 
I next provision in the ra lway aid art was 
, dhiut the Nakusp txxppnny should give 
j BeoHiHy for the pnynnent by the coln- 
. puny <»f the interest on the bonds during j ttlbe period <rf vonstmrtfioii. There is ’
L ««tiling to show that thrs provision of 

•the a<tt has been complied with.
Hon. Mr. Du vie—You -will find the 

I bond on page seven of the paper*. ,
Hon. 'Mr. B»aven r-a-1 the bond re- j 

; forrel to by the premier. He said he 
* did not care to Criticise it. but it hardly j 
mmpliiil with the statute. The railway; 
aid act ««id the amount guaramteed 
Hhmd.l not exceed Interest at the rate' 
of 4 per cent. per mm mm upon the sum 
of $92o.OOO. or the ctXt of the railway. ; 
whichever should be the smaller sum. It ■ 
seemed very peculiar that the govern i 
uieiut dhuukl take the maximum amount, 
$925,000, or $25,000 u mile, while they 
«hemstdves aud h would tix>t cost more 1 
thati $11.500 a mile. 1 n the face ol" thix 
;<wy guaranteed the tond» tu the extent 
of $2.*,000 per mile. If there were mem- ' 
berrt of the company iu the executive 

i tais flpûgfct be expected, 1«* a goveruiaietit 
world n g in the interest* vf the people ,
•xwM liiir.Hy 1* exported to guarantee1 
$2.»,000 p«*r mile on a railway that they ! 
wy will only <**« $17,500 per mile. He, |

| however, would *h/«v ^ 1

«n Brui.* msSR*" " K- ifSSs a
about railway ooiieftnurtton, and having
lived in the province ever since the com- 
vletion uf ilie C. P. >1. he rniderstande 
the country. In a kite d:eq*utvh Mr. Ab­
bott said the engineer hfcid left no margin 
for ooutfrngtwies, but the estimate of 
the tiost uf different branch* of the work 

| was very liberal, and that it was not 
i kletfruMe tk> undcrinke the work until 
| 15 iK-r cent, was added to dlie estimate, 
i In considering this quedtiou. tw'oroed 

Mr. Beaven. we dhouW kt^ep in mind the 
engineer*ti figure», $152200 per mile. The 
Hu verraient said the railway would vont | 
$17,500 per mile, and they tod guaran- j 
teed $25,000 per mile, sSanply because the 1 
tiititmte gave them power tv do so. But j 
the statute Hand cf the rood test leen than j 
$25,000 per 1118*.* The tanaller amount 
should be acted upon. The whole basis | 

, of the attorney-general ’ti urgunnubt was 
I duvt it would cost the pri»ince let# to I guarantee the principal uïud iinterest than 
! it would oust to guarantee the interest 

only. It was plain that the government 
had done suimrthiug that the legislature 
tfid no: authorize tCiean tv do. He 
could nut see how members oouid have 
confidence in a government that abuse<î j 
the powers placed in their hands. A 
railway engineer said the railway would 
cost $15.200 per mile, Mr. Abbott said 
that was a liberal estimate, the Govern- 

j ment said it would cost $17.500 per mile I and the government guaranteed $25.000 
lier mile. He stated when the Shuswup 
& Okanagan guarantee bill was 1m1- 
fore the house that the engineer’s esti­
mate of the cost of the road was far be­
low the amount of that company’s bonds, 
upon which the government guaranteed , 
interest. Now it was common report 1 
that the Shuswap & Okanagan railway ; 
was built for less than the guarantee. 
With this experience in their possession i 
the government should know totter than 
to repeat the mistake in the Sloeau rail­
way. With that knowledge before them, 
it appeared as though there was some 
subtle influence in the executive to make 
the members of that body -act as they 
did. The government would have 'o 
answer to the country for this abuse of 
power. It was also provided in the rail­
way aid act that no guarantee shall be 
given until the work had been approved 
by the Dominion governuivut, and the 
Dominion subsidy of $3200 per mile had 
been paid. The Dominion government 
had not yet accepted the work. It is 
true that the company had paid into the 
provincial treasury $118.400. the amount 
they expected to receive as Dominion 
subsidy. The public accounts committee 
had found out that this amount had been 
paid in, but they could not obtain the 
agreement under which it bad been paid.
The member for Cassiar asked the gentle­
man in charge of the treasury for the 
agreement, but he said he did not have 
it. The provincial secretary and the 
minister of finance were asked for it, 
and it was then learned that it was in 
the attorney-general’s office. After a 
number of excuses had been given why 
it should ncA be laid before the com­
mittee, the attorney-general said i»oint 

, blank that he would not allow the eom- 
! mittee to see it. This was an example 

of the obstacles placed in the wav if 
1 committees who were endeavoring to ib- 
i tain information for the members of the 
I house. As far as the official was con­
cerned he did everything he could for 
the committee, but he could not make 
the attorney-general produce . the. agree­
ment. That agreement was one of the 
mysteries about this matter. The amount 
l*ikl in by the company hud been absorb­
ed. How then was it to take the place 
of the Dominion subsidy? Of course 
the province was responsible and good for 
it, and it was placed iu the hands of 
the government for a certain purpose and 
under certain conditions It would have 
to be returned to the company. The# 
question ans, what authority had the 
government for doing what they had 
dune? They had treated the legislature 
us a nonentity and had taken the whole 
matter into their own hands. Was the [ government right in guaran twin g the j 
maximum amount allowed by the statute i 
with the information they had?

It being six o'clock, and the goveru- 
! ment having decided not to sit in the 
’evening. Mr. Bcaren moved Hie.adjourn 

ment of the debate, which was carried 
and the house adjourned.

Several Public BUI* Killed by the 
House Yesterday Afternoon.

■March 14.
The speaker took the chair at two 

o'clock. Prayers by the Rev. P. McF. 
Maoleod.

-Dr. Watit tuoved that in accordance 
with the practice iu this and other pro­
vinces and iu the Dominion, but for the 
more efficient carrying vut thereof, it is 
an order of tki» house that as soon us 
the public accounts or other departmental 
reports are printed and ready for distri­
bution, the Queen’s printer be and is 
hereby directed to rteud a copy to each 
member of this liowc and to the various 
newspaper* and public libraries in the 
province. Dr. Watt said it was the prac­
tice iu other provinces to do this.

Hua. Mr. Beaven said it would no 
doubt be beneficial to do the same iu 
British Columbia. The practice here, 
however, wus to first refer the reports toiHowever, wus 10 nrst reier me reports to 
tlie Lieuleuaut-tiovernor, who Instructed 
the members of the executive to pre­
sent them to the house. He moved in 
luueudmeut to strike out ail the words 
after that and insert “ a respectful ad­
dress be presented to His Honor the 
i eu teua u t-Q over nor informing His Hon­
or that this huutie of opinion that t.s 
soon as the paiblic accounts and 
other reports have bevu printed and re­
ferred to the Lieuteauit-tiovernbr they 
nlioukl be scut to the tnemfiiens uf the 
house and otherwise made public.”

The amendment was a erupted and the 
resolution wus passed.

Dr. Watt moved that whereas many 
of the Indian reservations throughout 
the province, wpecia*> in the interior, 
comprise vast areas of the tost agricul­
tural lands, which are either altogether 
uucidtivateti by the Indians, or if culti­
vated, then in unuiy cases in such a 
slovenly way a* to injure rather than; 
improve the laud, seeding it ns well as 1 
adjoining proi*Tty with -noxious Weeds; 1 
and whereas in. must cases a much small-1 
vr area would suffice for the wants of she 
Indians, and the surphis rf thrown open 
to settlement for whites would to of per­
manent eulivunhtge to the province; there­
fore, resolved, that in the opinion of this 
house steps should be takeu at ouce to 
acquire buck the interests of the tribes 
in those reservations, or portions there­
of, suitable for agriculture, on equitable 
term» of purchase or exchange, aud that 
thereupon such re-ttequired lauds Will be

Mr. Croft thought it Would be doing 
a» indtwtice to the company tot 10 ex- 
«apt them from taxation iu view of the 
fart tha t they had assisted in dev Hop­
ing the snbUitbB of Victoria.

Mr. Grant considered that the clause 
rihould remain iu the bill. It was nec­
essary tt> assist the company.

The amen<$ment was negatived and 
the report was adopted.

Mr. Speaker «aid the dause could rot 
! have any effect until it had been ap­

proved by the government.
The Ku*do-Slurtui Railway company’s 

bill was finally passed.
■Mr. Sword rose to a point of «nier 

on the Consolidated Udectdi Railway & 
Light comtJUti.v"» bill. The biM, he - lid, 
provided for something that was neither! 
mentioned in the advertisement nor m‘| 
the petition. 'Neither the petition nori 
advertisement mentioned the Vancouver : 
and New- Westminster Traanhvuy compa-i 
ny, which was inentiot.od iu the bill. Ho;i 
would like to know if the bill was in or­
der.

■Mr. 'Speaker reserved liis decision.
The Chilliwack Drainage bill passed 

through committee ami was reporte.) 
without amo.ufonent.

The report on the Cariboo railway 
bill was adopted.

The Brunette Saw M .11 company's bill il 
wjwi pa*»ed throtigli the same rtatrev

In «unmiuw «"tiie" l/iriJaTlwi r-'
works iu thy tmru.h'.. 1»:

_____ ,uc v u iviaung tu i! putilic works iu the township of lUeii- i 
moud, Mr. Savoixi Inovetl an amendment] 
to Htrike out in clause 13 of tiiiv prenm 1 
Me the Word» “and to provide fot the j 
paymtoil by rhe said imuiiapnl corpora* | 
tiou uf the toavnsliip of Hivlibniul of the! 
damages awarded by the jury on the] 
trial of the said notion and the costa of i 

; the said suit."
lion. Mr. Davie said in mercy to all

' parlies the litigation should !..

thrown open for settlement on such terms ■ 
as may be agreed upon.

The mover said a similar resolution had 
been introchiced in the Dominion house 
wome time ago, and he read from Han­
sard some of the argument» used in fa-

Hon. Mr. Vernon said the government 
tod always held that the Indians should

____ _ ..,.6«i4uu numrni to* viukxl.
j The aiuendiuent HvOuW only prolong 1 ti- 
I galion.

lion. Mr. Beavim «kid it was a very 
objeclionabie thing tv brin* iu a to 
del a si. le the verdict uf a court. There 
would be no objection to the bill if it 

! provided for thu_ phyunent of n.uiicy due ; 
McLean. Bros., but there was an objection . 
to paying McLean Bixw. damage». ' 

There was a long discusdiuu oil the j 
proposed amcu<liuent, being very mm-lii 
a repetition of what was staid on the} 
siK-oud reading. Mr. Horne and MY. { 
Brown got a little personal, but nothing) 
serious resulted. Mr. Grunt made a re-! 
mark that Mr. Brown considered as u i 
reflection ou him.

Mr. Brown—1 would to ashamed to ' 
state so anany dolltorute mitnuths and ; 
mlsreprcemtdt i on*.

Mr. Grant—‘My tCiarac.ter for truthful : 
ness is just us well established as is ( 
that of the hvn. gentleman from New 
Westminaîer city. Nothing totter could 
be exported from the member for New 1 
Weetmiutiter city. |

The committee rose and reported pro-

--- tiou. (Mr. Du vie presented a meenagv tod always held that the Itidians should friJllu the Lieutenant-Governor enclosing
be given the same rights as the settler, u vespecting the British Columbia
udooflyiug lands adjoining the reserva-. Southern railway.

a» —- —4 * The house rose at six o'clock.

__ _ per mile. H«*,
rover, would snow ihuit the ertinmfe I of $17,500 per mite wua an exaggeration. 

I There iwati another dfwrte|âuicy, u small 
i. it was true. The eoirineor u.w «n-JBP.--i.-oc; The engineer Miid the 

|| raihvay would be 30 miles long, while 
! ttlhe attorney-general said it wodhl to 37 | ! uiiles long, a dtfferauce of $17,600—u j 
j auere bagatelle, mo dbdtit, to the attor- ; 
1 i ey-geueral. The attJtvniey-gtsieral said | 

the discount 01. the bo mis should be con-1 
aidtfcd us part trf the voA of the rail­
way. The <3. P. H. engineer in bin re­
port /slid the cost of 'dhe railway would 
be $15,200 per mile. In telegraphing to 
Mr. Van Horne reigieatfng thi» report, 
Mr. AbbaBt. of the C. P. U., wild :be 
.N*huuivte was a very liberal one. Mr. 
AJbbotit wtis no uovnoe ip railway budding

w .. ,„v ——x. .,Buid a» iue wtiiv
occnpyiug lands adjoining the reserva 
tiona. It was not easy to prove that 
the Indians had a larger area of land 
than they needed. They were increasing 
the size of their farina year by year and 
were producing a huge amount of grain.
Ueilewi the Indians would agree to it, 
he did not see how the resolution could 
to of any use. After a discussion of the 
matter he toped the resolution wouM to 
withdrawn. .

IMr. Speaker ruled the resolution out of 
onler, as it would lead up to the expendi­
ture of public money.

iMr. ’Forster moved that whereas a 
return of the house has been printed 
showing, aauong other thing» a tietailed 
statement of the expenditure in connec­
tion with the bureau of labor statistics*, 
and whereas in said statement certain 
item* appear as follow»: Collector of 
statistics. 7th September to 31*t Octo­
ber, 1893, at $100 per mouth, $179.02; n 
clerk, 7th September, 1893, to 31st Jan- [I 
uary, 1894, at $00 per month, $288; ppr ,
<*a*e of buggy for eolleytort $1^0; i-sir- 
chase of team of hontes Ybi' coHeotor, |
$180; purchase saddle home for collector, j —~ -*•"« 
$50; purchase of saddle, harness, etc., l "OOth in the 
$71.50; care of horses and horse-kiteA _®i.
$14; expense» in travelling, $158.2n, and|

; whereas Sn said statument no explanation 
is given as to the object for which such 
expense was incurred nor the locality in 
which the money was spent; therefore 
be it readved that a further return be 
granted giving the name of the collec­
tor of statistic* the name of the clerk, 
the localities in wfiLch they operated aud 
nil wtatistiw collected. The mover said 
what he objected to was that the retain 
was deficient. He would like to know 
what had beeb done for the money. A 
cotiector who had a home and buggy 1 
should be able to eolect a great manyj 
statistics. But he had not seen any sta- 
tistkw.

Dr. Wut< asked the minister of mines 
the ft#owing question» re Inghtning 
creek, Cariboo, lease: 1. What sums have 
been paid iqto the treasury since the 
lease weg granted: (a) by the original 
grantees, 'Harper & Cameron; (b) by the 
liresetit holders of the lease. 2. Who 
are the prevent holders off the lease; when 
was it granted to them, for whet period, 
and on what term» as to rent end work71 
3. Have the term» of the lease been com- j 
plied with as to the work tp be done; 
and, if pot, i» the ground now <^>en for 
location by othera?

Hon. Col. Baker answered: 1. (a) $800;
(b) $l,000i 2. J. C. Provost and H. S.
Jlawm, the receiver of the «ttate of T. 
lierper; lease granted to them on March 
Slat, 1661, for 16 yeara^ wkb privilege 
of renewal for ten year», at a rental of 
$60 annually for two years, and $1,000 
•««ally for the remaining thirteen yea re; 
the tern» of the lease have not been 
campbed with, and the ground is now 
upm for location by othera.

Hon. Mr. Beaven, on considérât! m of 
ÎÏ? t0 incorporate the
Victoria Electric Iitfu and Railway com 
Bang, moved to strike out danse 23, 
whkh provMes for the exemption of the 
««many’s property from provincial tax- i 
•t*n. U the company was exempt from 
taxation other property woiid have to

EVBNiEXG 8K8BION.
The house again, went into committee 

on the bill relating to certain works iu 
the township of Hiohmoud. The division 
on Mr. Sword’s amoudun-iu was 8 to 8, 
and iMr. Ktoddart, who was in the chair,1 
voted uguinst it, leaving the preamble us 1 it was.

Mr. Sword introduced other *u^*ad- 
meiibs with the same object in viewt*«iad 
they were aleo negatived. The bill was 
ngiorted complete.

'Mr. Speaker delivered n ruling on Mr. 
towond’* i»oiut uf older holding that the 
Consol.dated Electric Railway & Ligat 
company's bill /was out of order. The ! 
speaker ruled that the point was well 
taken, as the preamble of the bill did 
not agree -with the petition and the 
advertisement. He was willing to con­
sider any siiggymtg)iM as to a menas of 
toy tria»-ttox bifl;
- ,Tho-Tt$>ort oq the dentietry b'H wiws 
a,lopted. A

The bouse wet into oouxmlltee, Mr.
irvÂtfwnatiçr the phur- 

—«kw».w’oCTfer moved that the., 
committee fls6. The motion adopt­
ed. thus kiking the bHl.

The ordor for the second reading of 
(Mr. Keith’s pharmacy bill was discharg­
ed.

iHou. ’Mr. Davie moved the second 
reading of the bill to protect the bottlers 
and manufacture»* of beverages. The 
object of the bill was to prevail the pur- 
■killing of battlee. (Laughter.)

(Mr. 8«ntiu eaid he was not satisfied 
that the measure was a necessary ou-v] 
The bill would be e greet inconvenience.
If u man purchased a bottle that bottle 
belonged to him.

(Hon. Mr. Beaven eaid the legislature 
should stop at protesting bottles. Were 
the police to prvsocttte a buy for selling 
bottle»?

Mr. Hunter thought the biM might be 
workable if it referred to label». It 
would be rather Inconvenient for a man 

! to send to England to obtain permission 
■ to have in. bis pisweeaiou a bottle be- 
; longing to some English firm.
I The second reading .was negatived.

■Mr. Grant moved the second reading of 
the municipality act amendment bill. He 
explained that the bl* wns prepared by 
n committee, aud would be open to 
amendment in «mântiee of the whole.

The blM wa* read a second time, a» 
was also Hon. (Mr. Davie’s municipal 
bill. Both wHl be conaldered in commit­
tee tomorrow.

The house adjourned at tea o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LECISLAT
Mr. Sword’s Motion for Move 

tlon re the Nakusp Schemil

GOVERNMENT AGREE TO THE ll

•Dr. Milne'. Election Re.ulwt.c 
Defeated—All the Oo.ernm.it 
bers Vote Against It— Aiifem 
to the Redistribution Bill.

Man-
The epeaker took the chair 

o'clock. Prayers by Veil. Arctl 
Scriveu. I

Mr. Horne presented a p;*titron | 
a bill to validate a drainage by-1 
the municipality of ChilBwac*.

The select committee on the gu| 
reported a bill to amend the ae 
a; first time.

Mr. Sword moved for a return| 
formation as to who were the . 
of the Nakusp & filocao railway t 
When the contract for bonstructldl 
signed? Who are the contractor! 
a firm or company, who arc the m| 
of the firm or com|MU(> ? What 
were received, and for what anil 
Who acted as engineer for the Ca| 
Pacific railway? What is the 
capital of the 'Nakusp & Sloeau 
company? What have they t-‘ 
of that the govern usent should pnj 
$69,200 for 49 per cent, of their I 
-Also, copy of the forms uf ten! 
sued; statement of the grounds on I 
tfce govermneut assume<l that the! 
tould only be sold at a large die 
Oudhewuay’s estimate of the cost [ 
work; copy of the cootvnet under I 
construction proceeded.

Mr. Sword eaid the government I 
remember that there was a hlghetg 
to appeal to than the house. TTiat 
court wqa tlie country. The memll 
the house had asked lime amj 
again for the information, pirn 
which had been brought down.

H011. 'Mr. Davie said there 
obflectiou to the motion, but the bill 
go on without all the informatianE 
fur. The questions were inquiriej 
other peoide’a busineos, lrut the 
mem would try to get the infonj 
The menÂers could obtain most 
Information just ns easily as th| 
ernment can. The information 
would not aid member^, in |he diseffi 
of the bill. The house had beforeg 
the information upon which the 
«lent proceeded in the matter. He I 
two amendment» which, be said, f 
simplify the resolution.

Hon. (Mr. Beaven said the premifl 
the government were always on r 
defence, but -when they were a«kecj| 
tiona they refused to answer theinj 

Hon. Mr. Davie—We have not i 
any information.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—You refuse® 
bring down the order iu conm-if 
which the whdle scheme Should

Hon. -Mr. Davie—There is no s<| 
order in council.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—That makes 
the worse. The premier when 
question» either refused to anewe 
or tried to justify hi» act» by 
"The leader of the opposition di 
when he was in power or when 1 
mayor of the city." The premh 
the member for Westminster 
tain the information from the coj 
What ha» Mr. Sword got to 
the company ?

Hon. Mr. Davie—What have wt| 
do with the company?

(Hon. Mr. Beaven—Why. you 
cry thing to do with the company, 
a government was assuming re*|fl 
ity for a company it should know® 
thing about it. In other went* 
government would not ineorporT 
vomgiainy before it proved that itl 
bona fide company. It showed til 
of bueioees capacity of the gov«r 
when the leader asked, “What IE 
to do with the company?" Th® 
should not be asked to vote on t* 
turn before all the information T 
the posses»ion of the members. I 
government had no informât ionl 
should have It. They should bf 
It before entering into an 
•What view he took of the Shal 
Okanagan railway and the Vicf 
tiidney railway did not have any! 
do with the Nakusp & Slocan rzT 

iHon. Mr.* Davie said he did I 
that the government knew not hill 
what die bond» eold at. Th™ 
everything about it. It was not P 
of the government to concern *ts| 
the dharehcMers to the company 

Mr. Brown, contended that it I 
Antiy of the government to find Ï 
tjie menfoers of the company werj 
t)ie government guaranteed the c 
bonde for $17,500 a mile when I 
could not cost more than $15,0i)i 
&e hoxiae should know who the I 
If the company were. (Lf other I 
had the same information that! 
they would not move a step u| 
had a «.worn statement as to r 
member* of the company are. I 
government know that the \?s| 
placed on the road are rotten? 
of a government guaranteeing 
of the comfW.my before they ha 
formation!

. iMr. Cotton aaid the debate ol 
gboiild not proceed until the ini 
had been brought down. The | 
the Shin»wap & Okanagan 
should make the members care* 
proceeding with tbi« scheme, r 

The resolution as amended wl 
The third reading of the dcn| 

was defeated on toe follow.1 
vkyes—tMvuurs. Baker, Davivl 

1er, Croft, Milne, KellieT
Êîaye—Mewrs. Martin, flteddl 

Fletidher, Kekh, Cot g
VU. Klfcohen-Brown, Kitchen. Hwvil 
MdKengje, Beaven al



PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE,
Mr. Sword’s Motion for More Informa­

tion re the Nakusp Scheme.

GOVERNMENT AGREE TO THE MOTION

J>r. Milne's Election Regulation Bill ‘ 
Defeated—All the Government Mem- ' 
be re Vote Against It—Amendments 
to the Redistribution Bill.

March 15. j
i The speaker took the chair at two 
o’clock. Prayers -by Veil. Archdeacon^ 
Seri veu. I

Mr. Horne presented a petition against 
a bill to validate a drainage by-law in 
the municipality of Chilliwack.

The select cammfiittee on the game act 
reported a bill to amend the act. lteud 
a first time.

Mr. Sword moved for a return of in­
formation ns to iwiho were the directors 
of the Nakusp & tMoeau railway company 
AVhen the contract for construction, was 
signed? Who are the contractors? If 
a firm or company, who are the members 
of the firm or company? What tenders 
were received, and for what amount j? 
Who acted as engineer for the Canadian 
Pacific railway? What is the paid-up 
capital of the 'Nakusp & Slocau railway 
company? Wlmt have they t<> dispose 
of that the government should pay them 950,200 for 40 per cent, of their stock ? |
- Also, copy of the forms of tender is- ; 
sued; statement of the grounds on yvhidi 1 
the government assumed that the bonds, 
could only be sold at a large discount; j 
Duoheeuay’s estimate of the cost of the 
work; copy of the contract under which 
construction proceeded.

•Mr. Sword said the government should 
remember that there was a higher court 
to appeal to than the house. That higher 
court iw^s the country. The members of 
the house had asked lime and time 
again for the information, part only of 
which bad been brought down.

1H011. ‘Mr. Davie said there was no 
objection to the motion, but the bill coftld 
go oa without all the information isked 
for. The questions were inquiries into 
other people’s business, but the govern­
ment would try to get the information. 
The members could obtain most of the . 
Information just ns easily as the gov- ! 
eminent can. The information wanted ! 
-would not aid member* in fin» discussion 
of the bill. The house had before it all 
the information upon which the govern­
ment proceeded in the matter. He moved 
two amendments which, be said, would 
simplify the resolution.Hon. (Mr. Heaven said the premier and 
the government were always on their 
defence, but when they were asked ques­
tions they refused to answer them.

Hon. Mr. Davie—We have not refused 
any information.

Hon. Mr. Heaven—You refused to 
bring down the order ia council upon 
which the whole scheme Should be brs-

Hon. -Mr. Davie—There i# no such an 
order in council.Hon. Mr. Heaven—That makes it nil 
the worse. The premier when asked 
questions either refused to answer them 
or tried to justify his acts by <aying 
“The leader of the opposition did that 
-when he was in power or when he was 
mayor of the city.” The premier said 
(he member for Westminster could ob­
tain the information from the company. 
What has Mr. Sword got to do with 
the company?Han. Mr. Davie—What have we got to
do with the company?(Hon. Mr. Heaven--Why. yon nave ev­
erything to do with the company. When 
a government was assuming responsibil­
ity for a company it should know « very- *J— nity for a company it bum—------thing about it. I11 other coos tries 
government would not incorporate company before it proved that it was a | 
bona fide company. It showed the want 
of business capacity of tthe government 
when the leader asked, “Whet have we 
to do with the company?” The house 
should not be asked to vote on the ques­
tion before all the information was in 
the possession of the members. If the 
government had no information, they 
should have it. They should have bad 
ft before entering into an agreement, r- 
•What view he took of the Shaaswap & 
Okanagan railway and the Victoria & 
Sidney railway did not have anything to 
do with the Nakusp & Slocan railway.

iHon. Mr.* Davie said he did not nay 
that the government knew nothing -about 
what the bonds sold at. They knew 
everything about it. It was not the duty 
of the government to concern tts-4f about 
the shareholders to the company.IMr. Brown contended that it was the 
duty of the government to find ont who 
tdie members of the company'were. When 
the government guaranteed the company's 
bonds for $17,500 a mile when the road 
could not cost more than $15,000 a mile, 
the house should kno>w -who the members 
of the company were, df other members 
had the same information that ne bad 
they would not move a step until they 
had a sworn statement as to who toe 
■members of the company are. Did the 
government know that the cars being 
placed on the road are rotten ? The idea 
of a government guaranteeing the bonds 
of the company before they had any in­
formation!• iMr. Cotton said the debate on the bill 
should not proceed until the information 
had been brought down. The result of 
the Shiuswnp & Okanagan guarantee 
should make the members careful before 
proceeding with this scheme.The resolution as amended was pass'd. 

The third reading of the dentistry bill 
was defeated on the following division: 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Davie, Vernon, 
1er, Croft, MUne, Kellie and Watt

lays—Messrs. (Martin, 68toddart, Booth, I 
"Vue, Flettiber, Kedtb, Cotton, Fors- 

Brovu, KltcheuT Bword, Smith, 
[ne, MdKenxie, Heaven and tiemliu

-la»’, depo.it from $2lHl L", ‘"’i"
-would like to «tcSko ft, 1 , ’ He 
out, but be left illbefhWb0e Umouilf

Horo<‘ who wished to be cnn,II-

f ‘ eet th9 »™tw of votea,
-in order to overcome the objection that 
there would be too many candidates he 
had an amendment providing that a can­
didate’s nomination paper should be ;igi- 
ed by ten electors. He imposed that the 
polw-whould lie opened from 8 a. m. to 

P-m-. thus giving more time in which 
to vote. This was the same as the Do­
minion act. In England the polls were 
open twelve hours, from 8 a. m. until 
8 p. in. The counterfoil with a number 
on it he proposed to do away with, ns 
the counterfoil was cumbersome and of ! 
no use. There would be a stamp on the ■ 
ballot jmper.

IMr. Croft rose to a point of order. The i 
b.ll proposed to repeal a tax of $200. ! 
which a private member could not move • 
to do. 1

'Mr. Booth—It also affects the consti- • 
.tution.

Mr. -Speaker^-This is not a constitution i 
bill. I do not think -Mr. Croft’s point j 
is well taken,

Hon. Mr. Heaven—I have in trod need ; 
several amendments to the regulation j 
b.ll as a private member.

Mr. Speaker did not think the $200 de­
posit, could be called a tax. The bill, 
he thought, was properly before the 
house.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he was |>erson- 
ftUy <>t(posed to any deposit being requir- 
o<l of a candidate. Requiring a deposit 
was going batik to the time when a pro* 
perty qualification, was necessary for a 
member of the legislature. The bill, 
however, was a trtup in the right direc­
tion. There was an objection i<> the 
regulation that ten electors should sign 
the nomination paper, as it would dis­
close lu>w those nil'll intended to vote.

Hon. Mr. Davie could not sec anything 
m the bill to recommend it to the house;
The clause providing that ten elector* 
shall sign the nomination paper wat. open 
to the Object iou stated by the leader of 
the opiKMtiion. The $^UU deposit was a 
very good plan. The same amount was 
required of a candidate for the Domin­
ion house. It prevents expense to the 
government of men running who had nut 
the slighteset chance of being elected.
He did not think the poll* should réuni 11 
oi»en until 5 o’clock. The poll should be 
closed at 4 o’clock, and have the agony 
over. The law would have to be mate­
rially changed before the counterfoil on 
he ballot paper coidd be done away with.
Jf this was done there would be no way 
of preventing double or triple voting.
He would vote against the second read­
ing of the bill.

Mr. tirant thought the provision to 
decrease t-lie deposit was a good one, al­
though he would sooner see the amount 

: abolished altogether.
Mr. Forster said the ballot paper vould 

not show if a man had voted more :hau 
once. The Ust showed that. The Aus­
tralian ballot act, adopted by several 
states, did not provide for the number­
ing! °f the ballot papers. The premier 
had not studied the bit!. If lie had he 
would have seen that the bulloHhad to 
be slumped by the returning officer, to 
there oould be no stuffing of the box.

Hon. (Mr. Davie gave an exhibition of 
how ballot boxes were stuffed.

Several Voices—Is that how you do
itv v.Mr. Brown sold the proper way to 
prevent the stuffing of the ballot box was 
for the attorney-general to see that those . 
who did it were punished. But of course ! 

j those who did that voted for the govern»- 
; meut. The present form of ballot could ;
1 be held in tcrroruiui over the heads of 

employes of large companies. He did 
not think the $200 deposit was a good 
provision. -It prevented good men from 
coming out.Dr. Watt said it was a vicious prin­
ciple to require a candidate to make a 
deposit of $200. It was a bet of $200 

: between the province and Ihe candidate. 
The bill before the house also provided 
a deposit of $50, which wag as bud as 
the $200, the principle being the same. 
•No deposit was required of a candidate 
in Ontario, and the members of the On­
tario house were equally as capable as the 
members of the Dominion house. He 
approved of the change in the ballot pa­
per. (He could not vote for the bill, as 
it proposed to peipefcuate the vicious 
principle of requiring a deposit.

Mr. (Booth approved of the act provid­
ing for a deposit of $200.

Mr. tSemlin would vote for the bill, as 
it would remove restrictions from the 
electors. If a deposit of $200 was nec­
essary, why not make it $2,000, and let 
the government run the whole province? 
The principle was a wrong one, and he 
hoped that when the bill went into com­
mittee it would be still further modi-

1 ire second reading of "the bill was 
negatived on the following division :

Ayes—Messrs. (Milne, Sernlin, Beaveu, 
Grant, McICeime, Sword, -Brown, Fors­
ter, Kitchen, Keith and Cotton—11.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, Pooley, Davie, 
Turner, Vernon, Croft, Martin, Hunter, 
Stoddart, Booth, Rogers, Anderson,

, Fletcher, Ada-ms, Watt, Punch, Kellie,
! Smith and Horne—19.

The bills respecting the British Colum.-’j 
bia «Southern and Nelson & Fort Shop- • 
panl railways were considered in com- j 
mit toe and reported to the house. (They 1 
were then read a first time. J

On consideration of the report on the 
supreme court biK, H011. Mr. Davie 
moved an amendment providing that as­
sizes should be held at the following 
places and dates:

Nanas mo, first Tuesday in May and 
fourth Tuesday iu November; New West­
minster, second Tuesday in May and- 
first Tuesday iu November; Vancouver, 
third Tuesday in iMny and second Monday 
in November; Victoria, last Tuesday in1

T

tied.Mr. Keith considered that the legisla­
ture should be open to everyone. He 
never could agree with the principle of re­
quiring a deposit of $200 from a candi- _ 
date. The fact that the Dominion re- i 
quired a deposit di-d not make it a good 
principle. He would even like to nee 
ihe $50 deposit struck out. He was sur­
prised at the member for Cariboo, Dr„ 
(Watt, .who while advocating the principle 
of no .deposit would not vote for the 
bill. The deposit was a barrier against 
workingmen entering the legislature. 
They could not very often obtain the 
necessary $200. Every man, rich or 
poor, should be allowed to become a can­
didate. There were some provisions in 
the bill that he could not agree with, but 
he would certainly vote for the second 
reading of It.■'Mr. MvKeuzie said he would vote for 
the bill, »» it would open the doors of the 
legislature to the workingmen.

... w-»runmr; vicuna. j-newwy
May and MrJ Tuesday, j0 Jtovember:
Clinton, first Wednesday in Jufiè and 
fii-st Monday iu October; Kamloops, sec­
ond Monday iu June and second Monday 
iu October; ltkihtield, last -Monday in 
September; Lyttou, second Friday in Ou- ■ 
timber. Provided, however, that if therè 
ure u6 prisoners awaiting or co id mi tied ' 
for trial, or if there are no caste, or if 1 
there is otherwise no business to come, 
before any of the courts, there shall be-', 
no necessity for the holding -of the same. 
Provided always that it shall be lawful ; 
for the /Lienteuant-tioveruor in council? 
to appoint times for holding additional 
and other courts of assize. The amend 1 
mentis were adopted.

H011. 'Mr. Davie moved an amendment 
providing from an appeal from a county : 
court on questions of nmniripal assess- ! 
meats.

H011. Mr. Beaven did not think the ' 
amendment an advisable one. The imsi- 
ness of a municipality could be tied up 
for months while the appeals were being 
considered.

■ The amendment was adopted and fur- 
! ther consideration of the report was de­

ferred.
Hon. (Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­

specting the union of certain Methoa-st 
churches in Canady,

On consideration of the report on the 
British Columbia railway act amend­
ment bill, Mr. H-untcr muve<i a number 
of amendments, many of which were of 
a technical nature-

One amendment yvould allow a railway 
company to make a deviation from their 
main line under certndn conditions. By 
the present act a company could not. de­
viate their line even a hundred yards 
without obtaining the consent of the leg­
islature.

This amendment was laid over and fur­
ther consideration of the report was post- 
pdned.

The report of the dairying b.ii was 
adopted.0» consideration of the report qu the I 
redistribution bill an amendment was 
adopted correcting the boundaries of the 
electoral district of Victoria city. A 
number of technical amendments were 
also adopted, as was also one providing 
that any one who claims that his mime 
has been wrongfully droiiped from the 
list must appeal against it within four 
weeks after the publication of the cor­
rected list in the British Columbia Ga­
zette.

Another important amendment adopted 
• was one providing that iu the eb-ctornl 
distincts of Vauicouver city, New West- ! 
minster city, Naua.mo city and Victoria I 
city the collector shall drop from the reg- ! 
ister the names of all those persons par­
ticulars of whose residences are not given 
ui»on the register of voters.

tiou. (Mr. Daviie moved that the in­
terrogations put to a prospective voter 
may -be given either iu the presence of 
the collector or of some credible person 
as a witness, but in either case must be 
subscribed by the applicant and the wit­
ness. lit was adopted.

The following was added as a new 
section: "Any person dissatisfied with 
the decision of the collector of voters in 
leaving any name off or placing any name 
on the register, may, within forty-eight 
-hours after the decision complained of, 
give written notice to the collector of ap­
peal to the county court judge having 
jurisdiction in the district, and such 
judge, or any acting judge, shall there­
upon forthwith hear and determine such 
appeal, and may direct the name iu ques­
tion to be retained or omitted, as the case 
may require. The judge, or acting judge, 
shall be at once notified of such appeal, 
and the same shall be brought on for 
hearing at the earliest time when ihe 
judge can sit to dispose of the same, 
which he may do iu a summary manner; 
and in. default of being so brought oa 
shall be deemed to have been abanuvned.
An appeal shall not stay the collector iu 
Completing and certifying his register, 
or iu doing or completing any other mat­
ter or thing required by law, but after 
so completing or certifying his register 
he shall amend the same if the decision 
of the court of appeal shall require it.”

(Mr, Brown mowed to do away with the 
provision that the government could 
change any enactment of the act. This j 
was voted down.Mr. Brown moved the following as a j 
new section :

"No spirituous or fermented liquors or 
strong drinks shall be sold or given ut any 
hotel, tavern, shop, or other place within 
the limits of any electoral district during 
the whole of the polling day at any elec­
tion for a member or members to serve 
in the legislative assembly of this pro­
vince; and every one who violates the ; 
provisions of this section shall be liable, i 
for every such offence, to a penalty not 1 
exceeding one hundred dollars, and not 

: leas -thaa wenty-five dollars, and costs, 
j and to imprisonment for a term not ex- 
[ ceeding six months in default of payment 

of such penalty.”Hon. Mr. Davie supported the amend­
ment and moved the adjournment of the 
debate, a motion that (was adopted.

The house adjourned at 0 o’clock until 
Ll-A*ai<irfc_ un nn Friday.

MARCH 1(5.
The Speaker took the chair at 11 a.in
Mr. Kitchen introduced bills to amend 

the line fences and water courses acts.
Dr, Watt moved that the house resolve 

itself into committee of the whole on 
Monday on bill No. 44, intituled “An act 
to further amend the Pharmacy Act, 
1891.” This is the bill that was nega­
tived by the house a few days ago. In 
moving the house into committee. Dr. 
Watt said he did it as he believed the 
house had not fully considered the hill 
when they killed it.

The resolution was negatived by a 
large majority.

The dairying bill was read a third time 
and passed.

The house went into committee, Mr.
■ Rogers in the chair, to consider the agri- 
H cultural department bill. It was report­

ed complete with amendments.
The placer mining bill was consklered 

in committee. Mr. Kitchen in the chair, i 
The bill was reported complete with j 
amendments. -i

'Phe house rose at 1:10_. 1

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Adoption of Important Amendments to 
the Municipal Act.

MARCH 10.
AFTER RECESS.

The mineral bill was partly considered 
in committee, Mr. Grant in the chair. It 
was referred back to the mining commit

The house went into committee 011 the 
municipal bills introduced by Hon. Mr.
Davie and Mr. Grant.

Mr. Keith objected to the increase in 
the property qualifications for mayor and 
aldermen to the cities of Victoria and 
Nanaimo.Hon. Mr. Turner did not think there 
was any necessity for raising the qualifi­
cation. He also thought that there was 
no necessity for the qualification being ; 
almve a mortgage.Hon. Col. Baker moved to strike out ; 
the wonl mortgage.Mr. Keith moved to strike out the 1 
whole clause.

Mr. Brown favored -the striking out or 1 
the whole clause and amending the old ! 
act by striking out the word mortgage. !

Mr. Keith’s motion was lost and on ! 
motion the property qualification for ! 
mayor was left at the old figure of j 
$1000.Mr. Grant moved to strike out the 1 
word mortgage wherever It appeared in I 
the section. Hon. Mr. Beaven and Mr. j 
Kitchen considered that if this rvas done j 
the whole property qualification might -is f 
well be struck out. The motion was 
adopted.The projierty qualification of aldermen 
was brought back to the former amount 
of $500.The committee adopted Mr. Grant’s 
clauses referring to qualifications of vo­
ters, Hon. Mr. Davie withdrawing his.
'Ihe only difference in the two was that 
Hon. Mr. Davie’s bill provided that a 
voter should simply be assessed for prop­
erty while Mr. Grant’s bill provides that 
they must be registered owners.

Mr. Brown moved an amendment which 
would give lodgers nn opportunity to 
vote. It was negatived.

Mr. Grant explained that the a mend- 
- ments to sections 40 to 43 provided that 

names could be added to voters’ lists af­
ter ithey had been closed.

Hon. Mr. Davie withdrew the provision , 
in his bill that a municipality could bor j 
row money by either resolution or by-law 
and in iie township municipalities it 
was left to the option of the council ti 
say -whether the ratepayers should lose 
bis vote if "he does not pay his taxes by 
a certain date.After passing a number of clauses th> 
committee rose, reported progress and ask­
ed leave to sit again.Mr. Croft introduced a bill to amend 
the fire companies aid act.

The house rose at 0 o’clock.

EVDNŒNO SESSION. 
tMr. (McKenzie moved the suspension , 

of the standing orders to allow the re- ; 
enoval of Mr. Hall’s name from the Gauv- j 
reau expedition committee. This was , 
adopted.I The house again went into committee 
on the municipal bills. The provision 
in Hon. iMr. (Davie’s bill, providing that 
by-laws, etc., must be published in news- ; 
papers published in the districts to which 
by-laws, etc., referred, if tbqre ia a paper 
published in the district, was voted

The clause providing that 7 per cent, 
should be charged on delinquent taxes 
could be registered against the property, 
was struck out.The date on which taxes should be , 
paid to save the one-sixth rebate vas ; changed from October 31st to December j 
let.A clause was inserted for the exemption 
of private as well as public hospitals j 
from taxation.

IHon. (Mr. Davie moved an amendment ; 
to strike out of the general act the clans- ; 
ea providing that those who obtained 
liquor licenses since 1891 should be made 
to advertise and apply every six months 
for a renewal of his license. He did not 
see any necessity for the distinction be­
tween the licenses issued before 1891 
and those issued after 1891.

Hon. (Mr. Beaven objected to the 
amendment. This was taking away the 
few restrictions placed ou the issuing of 
licensee.(Mr. Se-mlin explained that Hou. Mr. 
Davie was one of those who insisted 
that there should be a distinction be­
tween the old and the new license hold­
ers.(Hon. Mr. -Davie’s motion was carried 
by a vote of 13 to 10.
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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Another Batch of Bille Finally Puled 
and More Introduced.
AFTER RŒ0HB6.

MARCH 19.
Mr Speaker said lie was of opinion 

tkat the Hall mines bill asked for great­
er powers than were asked for in the 
notice of application. He suggested that 
as Mr. Horne had a: notice on the order 
papers to refer the Consolidated Electric 
railway and Light coaupanyVs bill back 
to the private bills committee, the Hall 
mines bill should be included in the 
motion.

in the absence of Mr. Horne, Mr. 
Grant moved the motion to refer the 
Consolidated Electric railway and Light 
company’s bill ha<* to the committee. 
Mr. Booth moved in amendment that 
the Hall mines bill be dealt with in a 
similar manner. The resolution as uin- 
ended was passed.

On the second reading of the five com­
panies bill Mr. Heaven raised the point 
that the bill proposed to amend a private 
act, which a member could not do with­
out complying with the rules and orders 
respecting private bills.

Mr Sneaker thereupon ruled the bill

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the .second read- j 
ring of the companies act amendment bill, j 
which proposed to carry out the régula- j 
tions of the act of 1890, which was am- ' 
biguoua. The bill was read a second 
time.

<On a- Question of privilege Mr. Grant, 
said he had hoped that the government 
would have made provision in the sup­
plementary estimates for .the exploration 
of the northern portion of the province 
In the vicinity of the Yukon country.

'Hon. Mr. Vernon snid the member for 
Oassiar had considered the estimates for 
that district were sufficient.

The house adjourned at 5.50.

‘the following PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

A Number of Bill* Finally Pa**ed at 
This Morning’s Session.

March 19.
The speaker took the chair at 11 

o’clock.
•Mr. Martin moved for a copy of the 

Keefer & Smith, 0.
or offer for «ale, or to purchase, any 
goods, chattels, or any other personal 
property, or any real estate whatsoever, 
or to do or exercise any worldly labor, 
business or work of his ordinary calling 
(conveying travellers or Her Majesty’s 
mails, by land or by water, or the oper­
ation of railways or street railways, the 
business of hack driver and livery stable 
keepers, the selling of drugs and medi­
cine, or other works of necessity and 
works of charity, only excepted). Any 
person summarily convicted before any 
justice of the peace of any act herein 
declared to be not lawful, upon the oath 
or affirmation of one or more than one 
credible witness, or upon view had of 
the offence by the said justice of the 
peace himself, shall for every such of­
fence be fined in a sum not exceeding 
fifty dollars, nor less than five dollars, 
together with the costs and charges at­
tending the proceedings and conviction.”

The mover said many people in Victoria 
and other cities were advocating such a 
provision. The proprietors of barber 
shops, for instance, were in favor of it, 
but could not do it as one would dp it 
while others would not. When business 
was carried on on Sunday it was by 
compulsion, as if a man did not do it 
his neighbors would, and thus the one 
closing would be forced out of business. 
There were certain lines of business that 
it was necessary to carry on.

Mr. Grant said he couhl not agree 
with the amendment as a whole. In 
mining districts Sunday was often the 
only day on which a miner could go to 
town to purchase his provisions. He 
contended that It was a matter of neces- j

report of Messrs. --------
E.’a, regarding the proposed bridge nt 
Kamloops. Adopted.

Mr. Martin moved for ft return of the 
reporta of the government inspector of 
coal measures in the Nicola country. 
Adopted.

On consideration of the report of the 
legislative library bill, Hon. Mr. Beaven 
moved to strike out the part of a clause 
providing that __ municipalities, school 
legislative library bill, Mr. Heaven mov- , 
Pd to strike out the part of a clause pro- ’ 
viriding that municipalities, school boards 
and all public institutions should be com­
pelled to give tliei statician information. 
He did not think the municipalities and 
school boards should under fear of a pen­
alty, be compelled to give information. 
The board would give all information 
voluntarily.

The amendment was lost and the re­
port was adopted.

The placer mining bill was finally 
passed.

The Cariboo railway and Brunette 
sawmill Mils were finally passed.

Trie report on the Chilliwack drainage ' 
bill was adopted.

Iu committee of the whole on the Hall 
mines bill, Mr. Sword pointed out that j 
the -preamble of the bill did not agree 
with the notice of application. It was 
referred back to the speaker who re so tv- : 
ed his decision.

On the second reading of the Horsefly 
hydraulic mining company’s bill, Hon. 
Mr. Davie stated that the government 
could not assent to either this bill or the 
Cariboo hydraulic company’s bill. Tlio 
government intended to bring down a 
bill to give the companies fair and just 
franchise. They could not nsoc-nt to the 
bills in their present shape.

A discussion arose as to whether the 
government had the power to introduce 
such a bill. Mr. Speaker unile.l the dis­
cussion out of order and the bills were 
laid over.

•Mr. Martin moved the second reading j 
of the game protection bill which he ex- j 
plained clause by clause.

Mr. Grant thought the legislature did 
not have the power to prevent people 
from exporting deer skins. Skins were j

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE,
Premier Davie Looks After the Interests 

of His Sunday Paper.

SUCCESSION DUTIES BILL PASSES

Steps Taken by the Pollen to Prevent 
Crime Along the Northern Coast of 
the Province—The Land Bill Bead a 
Second Time.

MARCH 20.
The speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock. Prayers by Rev. Dr. Camp-

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a petition 
from the school board asking the legis­
lature to take some steps to have the 
powder magazine removed from Beacon 
Hill park. Received.

The message from the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor enclosing a bill to aid in the con­
struction of the Fraser river bridge was 
considered in committee and the bill was 
reported to the house.

Hon. Mr. Vernon presented a copy of 
the report of Messrs. Keefer and Smith, 
C. E.’s, regarding the proposed bridge at 
Kamloops and the reports of the gov­
ernment inspector of coal measures in 
the Nicola country.

The legislative library bill was finally

sity and convenience to open barber shops 
on Sunday.

I Mr. Brown wanted the resolution to 
apply to cities 'Working under special ; 

j acts.
Hon. Mr. Beaven said he thought it 

would apply to all municipalities.
The amendment was adopted.
Hon. Mr. Davie said he thought that 

the clause providing that the health officer 
or reeve of a municipality should say 
when an inquest is necessary was a dan­
gerous one.

Mr. Kitchen said it would do away ' 
with a lot of unnecessary expense, j 
There were cases in which the coroner j 
had to -travel many miles, and the munie!- I 
parities had to pay the expenses uml a 
large fee.

The 61ause was adopted.
Mr. Grant moved the following as a 

new clause, at the request of the Victoria , 
council :

■Notwithstanding any law to the con­
trary, it shall ami may be lawful for the • 
council of every municipality to make, 
alter and repeal by-laws for the following 
purposes, or in relation to matters inci- | 
dent to the purposes hereinafter men­
tioned :

“For assessing any or all real proper­
ty directly or indirectly benefited by any 
main, common or branch sewers or drains 
constructed, or to be constructed, or for [ 
levying and collecting the amounts of ! 
each assessments at such times and in • 
such manner as the council may deem J 
advisable. ~

most members desired to adjourn oeiore 
Easter. He would, however, leave the 
matter in the hands of the house.

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that it was 
a departure from the rules not lo discuss 
the bill in committee.

The bill was reported to the house and 
was reed a first time.

Hon. Mr. Vernon introduced a bill to 
amend the land act.

Mr. Croft moved to revive the bill for 
the better protection of bottlers and man­
ufacturera of beverages. He intended 
if the bill was revived to amend it in 
many particulars.

Mr. Speaker said if the' member in­
tended to bring in a different bill he 
should ask leave to introduce it. He 
would decide on the question later iu the 
day.

iOn consideration of the report of the 
supreme court bill, a number of clerical 
errors were corrected. The dates for 
the assizes were slightly changed.

The British Columbia railway act am­
endment bill was finally passed.

vA number of technical amendments 
were made to the redistribution bill on 
consideration of report.. Hon. Mr. Da­
vie moved an amendment to assist the 
returning officer to find out if a voter in 
country districts voted at more than one 
polling place. The amendment provided 
that at the final count the returning offi­
cer shall examine ballots rejected by the 
several presiding officers, and shall serm 
tinize the marked copies of the register 
of voters received from the several deje 
uty returning officers for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any person has vot­
ed more than once, and the decision of , 
the returning officer at the final count as ; 
to any question arising in respect of a j 
ballot paper shall be final, subject to re- j 
versai on petition questioning the election , 
on return. The amendment was adopt-

Hod. 'Mr. Davie__ . moved the second
! reading of the succession duties bill. He 
i did not think it could be disputed that 
! the taxation under the measure would 
i be equitable. Similar acts were in force 
Î in every colony and the provinces of the 

Dominion. As he had stated, the duties 
; would be modified. The scale in the bill

I lower. The rates in the bill compared 
! favorably with the rates Imposed in the 

Australian colonies. The proposal to re­
duce the duties would no doubt be more 

! in conformity with the wishes of the 
people in the province.

Hon. Mr. Beaven was aware tbrit s:m- 
i ilar bills had been introduced m the 
other provinces, but he thought the house 
should not forget, that by the biH the 
province was taking from legatees of 
estates what was important to them. 
'Hie government should have placed be­
fore the house the bill that they thought 
was fair. The house would have to deal 
with the bill before it, ns they could not 
read what was in the minister of finance’s 
mind. The bill would allow the govern­
ment to step m and take from a family 
the money they needed for their daily 
bread. He knew of cases where the 
estate was nominally worth a large 
amount, but enough could not even be 
obtained from the estate to pay the taxes. 
The measure was just au experimental 
one. Mauy estates worth $25,000 did 
not earn a cent and were very often only 
an Micumbrance. -In such a case the gov­
ernment could step in and take what 
little a family had for their daily bread. 
If It was intended to levy the duty it 
should be levied in aM case*, whether 
the money was bequeathed to families or 
outside the family. He, however did 
wot think the bill was one that should 
commend itself to the house.

Ho». Mr. Turner thought the last 
speaker had overlooked certain provis­
ions of the bill. He intended to increase 
the amount of an estate that was to go | 
free from $25,000 to $50,000. Then be 
also intended to do away -with the duty 
in eesew where a member of a family 

I received $25,000 from an eetate. There 
would therefore be some very lar*e 
la tes that would not be affected. The 
measure had been adopted la other pro­
vinces and countries, and he could see 
no reason why it should not be adopted
htMr. Semlin could not see why property 

taxed before the death of

prevent fraud. The bill was 
second time.

The house rose at one o’clock.

Such assessments may be iu 
the nature of rents, or tax per foot front­
age, or otherwise (whether of corner or 
irregular shaped tracts or otherwise) as 
may be determined by the council.’

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the clause was 
superfluous, and might be mischievous.

Mr. Grant said he had the same im­
pression, but a committee of the council, 
who presented it to him. said the clause 
was a necessary one to carry out the 
sewerage system.

Mr. Hunter ’«said the legal adviser of 
the city told him the clause was a nec­
essary one if the city was to proceed 
with the sewers. He did not think it 
would do any harm.

iHon. (Mr. Beaven said the clause would 
give the council power to assess property 
not directly benefited by the sewer. They 
had all thfc, necessary power to assess 
property directly lieriefited.

The clause was laid over, the commit­
tee rising and reporting progress.

The house adjourned at 11.20.

Mr. Brown’» amendment to close sa­
loons and prevent the sale of liquor on 
election day was adopted.

Hon. ‘Mr. Davie moved an amendment 
to the schedule placing naturalized citi­
zen» on the same footing as natural born 
subjects. The amendment was adopted, 
as was also the report.

Hon. (Mr. Turner presented a message 
from the Lieu tenu n (-Governor transmit­
ting supplementary estimates for 1893- 
94 ami 1894-95.

Hon. Mr. Davie asked the views of 
the members respecting the En*ter holi­
day». He had thought that the house 
could adjourn before Good Friday, but 
it was not possible to do so. The busi­
ness could be completed by the 31st.

A number of suggestions were made; 
An amendment was made to the coun­

ty courts act amendment bill providing 
that a deputy or acting judge can act as 
a county court judge,

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved an amendment 
to the agriculture bill to strike out the 
clause compelling farmers to answer all 
question put by the gatherer of statistics. 
The answera should be voluntary. Men 
Should not be forced to. answer question A 
about their private affaira 

Hon, Mr. Turner said it must be sup* 
posed that the questions would be rear 
eonable ones.

Mr. Semlin «aid he thought the bill 
FVMlld be a better one if the (Jaune was
eliminated.

The amendment was defeated and the 
bl“ Anally paeaed.

IHon. Mr. Davie moved the aecond read' 
“* of it, BdtMi Columbia Southern 
railway bill, the object of which is to 
•dupt the land grant to the amendment 
adopted rrl,,re bi"- The motion was

mor9d th,! «cond read- 
-f.°L,?le^Lekon * Fort Sheppard rail- 

nL °Tiginal *« provided that 
the railway ahould run to Nelson. There 

,* W* « •» "1-ether It actually 
ron t° Nelson and the bill before tbe 
house propos t0 «tend the time to 
JTJf 4?. “m»*-!' an opportunity to com­
plete their line. The motion wss adopt-

that was beiiiug taxed before me aeann <« 
the owner and would be taxed after bis 
death ahould be taxed a large amount 
.imply becanae It changed banda. 11 
looked very much as though it was pro- 
poaed to make it a crime to die. »e 
bill proposed to tax property juet where 
it would be hardest to pay the »»• A 
better aystero, leas objectionable, could 
be adopted.

Hob. Ool. Baker said the measure 
could be called a tax on the wealth for 
the benefit of the people. It haJ 
tried in other colomee and bad .worked 
suoeeaafully................... . ... ___u



Mr. limiter wee dit faVor-of the prin­
ciple of the bill, but he could not see 
why the preamble of the bill should read 
as it did. There were other clauses that 
should be amended.

The bill was read a secoua urne.
The supreme court amendment bill was 

finally passed.
The redistribution bill passed through 

the final stages.
The house wont du to committee to con­

sider the municipal bill. Mr. Grant mov­
ed the following as a new clause by re­
quest of the city council of Victoria:

‘‘Notwithstanding any law to the con­
trary it shall and may be lawful for the 
council of every municipality to make, 
alter and repeal by-laws for the following 
purposes, or far relation to matters inci­
dent fto the purposes hereinafter men­
tioned: For assessing any or all real 
property directly or indirectly benefited 
by auy main, common or branch sowers 
or drains constructed, or to be construct­
ed, anxl for levying and collecting the 
amounts of such assessments at such 
times and in such manner as the council 
may deem advisable. Such assessments 
may be in the nature of rents, or tax 
per foot frontage, or otherwise (whether 
of corner or irregularly shaped tracts or 
otherwise) as may be detemined by the 
council.”

The amendment was defeated on the 
chairman*» casting vote.

Mr. Grant moved aq amendment giv­
ing the councils power by resolution or 
by by-law to declare any building, struc­
ture, or erection of any kind whatso­
ever, or any drain, ditch or witter course 
pond, surface water, or any,-other matter 

!_Qr thing in or upon any private lands, i 
street or road, or in or about any build- l 
ing or structure, a nuisance and danger- 1 
oua to the public health, and may, by ! 
such resolution, order that the same shali 
be removed, pulled down, tilled up, or ' 
otherwise dealt with by the owner, agent, 
lessee, or occupier thereof, as the council 
may determine, after the publication of 
a notice for five days. The amendment 
was adopted.

iHon. Mr. Davie read an amendment 
presented to him by a deputation of the 
city council of Victoria asking that a 
clause be inserted in the act giving the 
council power to place the sinking fund 
in the hands of commissioners, on*1 to bo 
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
council, one by the oou-ucil and one by a 
judge of the supreme court.

Hon. Mr. Beaven and Hon. Mr. Turner 
contended that the principle was a dan­
gerous one.

•Mr. Grant and Hr. Hunter spoke in 
favor of it

The amendment will be printed before 
being introduced*

Hon.' Mr. 'Davie moved an amendment 
to section 30, which provides for the ob­
servance of Sunday. He proposed to 
strike out the Irtwiuese of hack driving 
and livery stables from the businesses 
excepted and to allow hotels and restau­
rants to 'keep open, the delivery of milk 
and the work in connection with Sunday 
I>aper«.

There was a long discussion as to 
whether more work was done on a Sun­
day morning paper than on a Monday 
rooming paper. Mr. Kitchen wished to 
know whether the government intended 
to enforce this clause as loosely as they 
enforced the clause to dose saloons on 
Sunday.

Hon. Mr. Beaveu asked whether the > 
attorney-general intended to enforce the ! 
clause in the districts.

The amendment was adopted and the 1 
bill was reported complete with amend­
ments. There are a number of amend­
ments to propose on report.

(Mr. Brown asked the attorney-general :
1. Has the attention uf the government 
been called to the need which exists for 
better protection to life ami property on 
the northwest coast of the mainland and 
island adjacent thereto? 2. Wha( steps, 
if aaiy, hlnve been taken to afford the pro­
tection needed? 3. Have any steps been 
taken to limit the issue of liquor licenses 
in that part of the province?

Hon. Mr. Davie replied as follows:
1. The officers of the government have 

kept the government informed of the 
necessities of the case from time to time, 
and all reasonable steps have been taken 
consistent with the excellent nature of | 
the settlements and the geographical pe­
culiarities of the districts to render l.fe 
and property secure, and the success of 
such steps m sufficiently evidenced by a 
comparison of the districts mentioned 
with similarly situated districts iu other 
countries and provinces.

2. The government naphtha launch, in 
charge of three constables, has bean en­
gaged in patrol work in the vicinity of 
Valdez, Cortes and Camp islands for 
some time.

3. The only liquor license- held on the 
northwest coast north of Comox is at 
Lund, and such license was issued by a 
licensing court in New Westminster dis­
trict without the government being con­
sulted in the matter- All applications 
made to the superintendent of provincial 
police within the past four yeans have, 
under instructions from the government,

j been refused by that officer, and several 
applications recently received have been 
similarly treated.' Mrs. Moses Ireland, 
storekeeper at Camp island, has recently 
been fined $84 for selling liquor without 
a license, and all similar cases coming 
under the attention of the police are 
prosecuted witfrou-t regard to the ex­
pense. Un November last the steamer 
Ina, with, a cargo of whiskey in charge ef 
three men-, was seized by the police near 
Bute inlet. Each of the men was tried 
and convicted of three separate offences, 
viz., supplying liquor to Indians, and the 
steamer Ina, valued at $3,000, was con­
fiscated and sold by public auction at 
Nanaimo.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a return of 
the eomwpoudeooe respecting the sta­
tioning of a supreme court judge ai 
Vancouver.

The British Columbia Southern rail­
way* bill was oomeidered in committee, 
reported complete and finally passed.

The Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway 
bill passed through similar stages.

act amendment bill was

(Hon. Mr. Davie moved the s&ofid 
reading of the bill to amend the act re 
«peettng the union of certain Methodist 
churches. QPhe amendment was a trivial 
one. The bül was read a second time.

«Hon. Mr. Vernon moved the second 
reading of the land act amendment bill, 
which he explained clause by clause. At 
present farmers in the interior cut hay 
on ithe meadows, and the province did 
not receive any revenue therefrom. By 
the bill before the house pre-emptors 
can lease the meadow lands for cutting 
hay. Land could also be leased for work­
ing stone quarries and fishing stations. 
At present quarries could not be obtained 
without pre-emption, and a man would 
not go and livç on a mountain of rock 
to obtain a quarry.

The bill was read a second time.
The house auaoiirned at 6.40.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Rates of Duty Under Succession Bill to 

be Materially Reduced.

HON. MR. TURNER’S AMENDMENTS

A General Drainage, Dyking and Ir­
rigation Bill Brought Down by 
Message—Lieut. Governor Assents to 
Redistribution and Horticultural 
Bills.

MAKUH 21st. j
The speaker took thé chair at two : 

o'clock. Prayers by Her. Dr. ('amp- ’ 
bell.

Mr. Martin presented a petition from 
the residents of Yule asking for a grant 
for a physician at that place. The peti­
tion was ruled out of order on the 
ground that it asked for au appropria- j

The private bills committee, reported 
that they hud reconsidered bills Nos. ”9 j 
and 33 and amended them to agree with 
the notices ami petitions. They recom­
mended that the rules be suspended so 
that the bills could be placed on the 
orders of the day. Received.

The mining committee reported that 
they had reconsidered the mineral bill, 
and submitted it with amendments. Re­
ceived.

Mr. Kellie asked the minister of. mines 
who furnished the Lu formation on which 
N. Fitzdtubbti, gold commissioner for 
West Kootenay district, based that part 
of his annual report dated the first day 
of January, 1894, .which refers to the 
northern division iü the said district?

Hon. (Job Baker answered that Mr. 
Fitzstubbs furnished his annual report, 
but he was not cognizant of the source 
of the information.

The Chilliwack drainage bill was final­
ly passed.

Hon. Mr. Turner stated that the Lieut.- 
Governor m council was pleased to place 
in the hands of the legislative assembly 
the interests of the crown iu connection 
with the Victoria Electric Light and 
Railway company’s bill.

On consideration of the bill relatiug 
to certain works in the township of Rich­
mond, Mr. Sword moved an amendment 
providing that the dispute between ihe 
municipality and McLean Brothers 
should be referred to arbitration. The 
amendment was ruled out of order and 
the report on the bill was adopted.

The house went into committee, Mr 
Keith in the chair, tc consider the bill 
to authorize certain dyking and drain­
age works in the district of New West­
minster. |

Hon. Mr. Benven asked if the land, > 
the owners of which had petitioned j 
against the bill, was included in the 
scheme,

lMr. Kitcherf explained that the land 
was included in the bill, and it would 
not be advisable to exempt the land 
from the assessments levied under the 
scheme.

:Mr. Sword said the bill would not 
change the position of those who had 
petitioned against the bill.

Hon. Mr. Beaven pointed out that 
clause seven did not agree with the peti­
tion. Clause seven provides that the 
commissioners could use the water of 
the river for generating electricity.

Mr. Kitchen said if the bill was to be 
endangered by the clause he would like 
to see the clause struck out. but if not 
be would like to see the clause remain 
in. It was absolutely necessary that the 
commissioners should be allowed to use 
the water for generating electricity for 
running their pumping machinery.

Mr. Hunter amended the clause to do 
away with the objection.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a message 
from the Lieutenant-Governor enclosing 
a bill for the drainage, dyking and irri­
gation of lands. The message was con­
sidered in committee and the bill was 
reported to the house aud read a first

The Lieutenant-Governor assented to 
the redistribution and horticultural bills.

Mr. Sword asked if the information 
respecting the Nakusp & Slocan railway 
was ready.

(Horn. 'Mr. Davie answered that it was 
being prepared.

The house went into committee. Mr. 
Croft in the chair, to consider the suc­
cession duties bill.

Mr. Hunter moved an amendment to 
strike out the clause exempting property 
bequeathed to religious, charitable or 
educational purposes.

The amendment was carried.
Hori. Mr. Beaven moved to amend 

the clauses providing that the act should 
not apply to estates the value of which 
do not exceed $6.000 by striking out 
$5,000 and inserting $10.000.

Hon. (Mr. Turner said that would be 
covered by amendments that he intended 
to introduce later on in the bill.

The amendment was lost.

Hon. Mr. Turner moved an amend­
ment changing the scale of duties to the following: $100.000. a duty of Z dollar 
on every $100; $100.000 to $200.000 $*> on every $100: S2U0.000 to JfoOOOU, 
on every $100; $700.000 to $1.000,000. 
$4 ou every $100; $1,000.000 or over, 
$•> on every $100. provided th at where 
any property devised, bequeathed or 
passing to, or for the use of anv one 

^emg the father' mother, hus­
band. wife, child, grandchild, daughler- 
indaw or son-in-law of the deceased, un­
der a will or intestacy, the firwt $10,000 
of vaJue of the same shall be exempt, 
and upon so much of the value of the 
property as Ls in excess of $10,000 dutv 

°‘ half tbe •”*"*> «"<■»
IProTidwi Mint all duti.-e under thh net 

eliall be levied and collect,el pro rntn 
upon the whole of the estate of the de­
ceased person liable to the dutv
m',^eh.5:r=edxi,,arDed ,l ",X ',Vlo<k —

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Long Discussion on One Clause of the 

Game Protection Bill.

ALL EVENING SPENT ON THAT BILL !

Several Measures Finally Passed and 
U-KNew Ones Introduced to Fill Up the 

Spaces on the Orders of the Day.

MARCH 27.
In the absence of the speaker, Mr. 1 

Martin took the chair at 2 o’clock. Pray­
ers by Rev. S. Robson.

Mr. Horne moved that whereas it is 
desirable that trade and commerce be- 
tween the Dominion of Canada, the Ha­
waiian Islands and Australia should be 
festered, developed and further encour­
aged; aud whereas the present line of 
stcamera plying between these countries 
are developing a large and productive 
trade, which is of great benefit to the 
whole Dominion aud the mother country; 
and whereas at present there is no direct 
oable or telegraphic connection between 
these countries, which is a serions draw­
back to the increasing trade aud com­
mercial 'relations with them; and whereas 
it is highly desirable, in the interest and 
advancement of trade and commerce be­
tween these countries, to build and es­
tablish a direct line of cable between 
them and British Columbia ; and where­
as the Dominion government have by 
their policy shown an ever ready end 
earnest desire to aid, assist and promote 
the extension of trade relations which 
ere of benefit to -the Dominion; and, 
whereas in order to induce the it vest- ; 
ment of the necessary capital to build, j 
establish aud maintain, a first-class line} 
of cable, and to assure dividends on . 
the capital invested therein, it is neces­
sary that some awl and assistance should 
be given in the way of an annual subsi­
dy; therefore be it realoved that a re­
spectful address be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, praying i 
His Honor to impress strongly upon the j 
Dominion government the urgent neces­
sity for and the great advantages to 
the Domimion to be derived from a first- 
class line of cable between this province 
and Australia, via the Hawaiian Islands, 
and1 also to urge the Dominion govern­
ment to subsidize, and to endeavor to 
induce the Imperial government to join 
with them w subsidizing or aiding, the 
construction and maintenance of such 
cable lme. The motion was adopted.

Mr. Croft moved that the bottlem’ and 
and manufacturers of beverages bill be 
placed on the orders for a second reading 
to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved in amendment 
that the bill be read this day six months.
It was going a little too far to say that 
old bottles Should not be sold.

Hon. 'Mr. Davie «aid he thought tluv 
bill was not thoroughly understood when 
last before the house. The object of the 
bill was to prevent one manufacturer 

j from using the bottles of another manu­
facturer, Some of the provisions of the 
act. however, went too far, as they would 
prevent the selling of old bottles. An 
act that aimed at the prevention of an 
imposition on the public should meet j 
with favor. j |

/Mr. Sword said if the whole s< ope | 
of the bill was as the attorney-general | 
explained, he would like to know whether 
it was not ultra vires, as it dealt with 
trade and commerce. .

(Mr. -Speaker Martin ruled the bill in
UljMr.' Brown said there was a great 
deal more in the bill than the attorney- 
general explained. The amendment 
should be supported.

Dr. Milne said the bill would only 
protect big firms who had their names 
on the bottles. Bottles belonging to the 
firms would have to be returned «°Jj®* 
He knew one man who would lose $3.000 
worth of bottles if the bill was passed.

Mr. Benven’s amendment wr.s ,
^iMr*1 Booth moved that the standing 
ordera of the house be suspended -n re- 
Igard to the bill to authorize the Hall 
(Mines, limited, to construet tramways 
land electrical and other works in the 
vicinity of Nelson, to allow the bill to be 
placed to the position on the orders of 
the dav that it occupied when vt wt« 
ruled by Mr. Speaker not to be properly 
before the house. The motion was pa*s-
e<Mr Horne moved that the standing 
rules and ordera of the house be sus- 
heraledln regard to the bill to ...corporate 
the Consolidated Railway and MJM 
company, to allow the bill to he-i»la'od 
jin the position on the orders of thJ' 
that it occupied when it was ru,ed bj 
Mr. Speaker not to be properly b.for* 
the house. The motion was adopted. |

' Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second] 
reading of the Fraser river bridge bill, 
the object of which was to supplement 
the bill passed last year. The bill before 
the house increased the government 
grant by $3,000 a year. By r'ue set of 
lust year a railway company was author­
ized to construct the bridge, while by 
the present bill the city was authorized 
to construct it and receive the govern­
ment grant. The negotiations between 
the city of New Westminster aud the 
Burrard Iniet and Fraser Valley Rail­
way company had not amounted to

Dr. Milne said the Fraser Valley com­
pany had spent over $00,000 on the road 
and the brxlge, and the government 
should consider all rights before passing 
the bill. Negotiation» were pending be­
tween the company and their financiers, 
and the company had kept up their con­
tracts with the city. The bill before 
the house authorized thev city to say 
who and what should cross the bridge. 
Tbe city could say that the terminus 
of the railway should be in New West­
minster, which would be a blow to the 
company. The bill proposed to wipe out 
legislation passed last year, which would 
injure private interests.

Horn. Mr. Vernon said all parties were 
satisfied if the bill did not come into force 
before May 1st. The agents of the com­
pany said they were satisfied that the 
bill should be brought into force if they 
could not complete negotiations for .he 
construction of the bridge by May 1st. 
It was proposed to place a suspending 
clause in the biM, fto that it should not 
come into force until that time.

'Mr. 'Brown said the people of New 
Westminster iwould not put any obstacle 
in the way of treating th-> company 
fairly. But they did not Wish to see 
tbe work indefinitely postponed Until the 
company was prepared to construct the 
bridge. He hoped the aid proposed would 
secure the construction of the bridge.-* 
which was one of importance to the 
whole province.

•Hon. Mr. Beaven thought with the 
last .speaker that the bridge was of pro­
vincial importance. He was, however, 
surprised that the government had not 
more fully explained what had been done 
iu connection with the scheme. The 
bridge was not only of interest to the 
municipality, but was of interest to the 
whole province, so that the government 
should not leave the whole control of 
the bridge iu the hands of a lesser

Mr. Home supported the second read­
ing of the bill. He understood that the 
railway company would be prepared to 
commence work on the bridge by May 
1st.

Mr. Kellie thought it was going a lit­
tle too. far to parts a -bill of that kind 
to spend a large amount of money for 
on unproductive and unnecessary work.
If the government had so much to spend 
they should spend it in building roads 
in the outlying districts. He could not i 
see how members who claimed that the j 
house was an unrepresentative one could ' 
vote for the bill.

Dr. Milne said after hearing the ex­
planation of the chief commissioner he 
would not oppose the bill. He hoped 
the bill would be hedged ill with the 
guards promised.

The bill was read a second time, Mr. 
Kitchen only voting against it. ..... j

The house went into committee on ihe 
succession duties bill and passed thé i 
amendment to the scale of duties pro- ; 
posed by (Hun. Mr. Turner at the fist j 
meeting of the committee.

Hon. (Mr. Beaven. moved to strike out 
the provision that the executor or ad­
ministrator should give a bond for se­
curity for the duty before filing a will 
fot probate.-

Hon. Mr. Davie said if the provision 
was struck out the government iu some 
cases wouKl be unable to collect the du-

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that the 
present government and every govern­
ment did just what he proposed to do. 
Did any government or council call for 
a land owner to give a bond fog the 
payment of the taxe»? It would be just 
the same to make them give a bond for 
their taxes as it would be to make a 
make aj man give a bond for the succes­
sion tax. The government proposed to 
introduce a new feature in the mutter of 
taxation. The proper way was to appoint 
officers to collect the tax in the usual 
way.

! Mr. Semlto pointed out that the value 
of the property might be much less when 
the estate was settled than when the 
executors gave their bond, ami yet the 
executors would be called on to give a 
bond for 10 per cent, of the value of Ihe

The amendment was lost.
The bdl was amended so that interest 

shall not be charged at the rate of 0 
per cent, until two years after the death ! 
of the devisor. ' j

The preamble was amended by strik-'j 
ing out the word "-whereas this province j 
annually expends large sums for the i 
miiinteuauce of the insane and towards 
the support of hospitals and other chari­
ties, and it is expedient to provide a fund 
for defraying part of the said expendi­
ture by a succession duty on certain es­
tates of persons dying as hereinafter men­
tioned.” ,

he bill was reported complete with 
amendments.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
Granit in the chair, to consider the min­
eral bill. 1

Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a point of 
order on the clause providing that min­
ers should have the surface rights, con­
tending that the bill, not being a gov 
era meut measure, could not deal with 
crown lands.

There was a long discussion on the 
point of order, which was finally settled 
bv the clause being struck out.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments.
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I 'Horn Mr. Davie presented a messige 
; firom the Lieutenant-Governor enclosing 
I bulls to amend vie school act, to inthor- 
i ize the sale of certain lands in West­

minister, and one respecting conn cils of 
arbitration and labor conciliation.
. Hon, Mr. Davie introduced a bill to 
amend the jurors act.

'Hie house rose at 6 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL

year.
Mr. Kitchen said the present act was 

generally acceptable. There was no 
hardship occasioned toy the act. It might 
be improved, but it Should not he repeal­
ed.

Mr. Booth said the men who objected 
to the wide tire act were the cordwood 
farmers. It would not be wise to re­
peal the act.

Mr. Keith’s amendment to read the 
bill this dav six months was carried by 
17 to 8.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
Keith In the chair, to consider the game
bill.

Clause one of the bill was struck out 
and Mr. Grant moved an amendment to 
clause two providing that deer skins 
should be allowed to be exported from 
any district of the province. He con­
tended that the present act disallowing 
the exportation of deer skins was divert­
ing the Indian trade from the cities of 
the province. Eastern manufacturers 
were sendin-g to San Francisco for Brit­
ish Columbia deer skins, which were 
smuggled across the border.

Mr. Hall spoke in favor of the amend­
ment to allow the exportation of deer 
skins. The act preventing it was an in­
terference with trade and commerce, and 
the house could not legally do that. I 

j Mr. Brown said he understood that 
deer had increased since the bill prevent- 

j ing the exportation of hides had been 
j passed.
j Mr. Booth said the best way to protect 
i the deer was to prevent running dogs . 
! ami killing them for their skins.
| Mr. Semlin held that if skins were al­

lowed to be exported the Indiana could 
kill enough skins in the open season to 
kill off all the deer hi a short time. This 
was the second time that the house had j 

been asked to legislate to allow some 
dealer to get rid of a stock of hides.

Mr. Smith moved that the committee 
rise. This motion was lost.

Mr. Grant’s amendment to allow the 
exportation of skins daring the open 
season and sixty days after the eeasoix 
closes was defeated.

Mr. Brown moved to strike out the 
clause providing that skim; taken in 
Caaeiar district could be exporteu. The 
amendment was adopted.

Several amendments were proposed 
with a view of allowing the exportât! mi 
of skins, which led up to a lively tiff be­
tween the minister of finance and Mr. 
Brown. The latter said several mem­
bers seemed to be working very hard to 
allow certain individuals to make a few 
dollars in deer skins.

Hon. Mr. Turner said the member for 
Westminster was continually casting in­
sinuations in respect to the motives of 
other hon. gentlemen. He might just as 
well say that Mr. Brown was being paid 
by some one in Westminster for opposing 
the proposition to export skins.

Mr. Brown said he did not make in­
sinuations. He- said what he Mneunt 
without insinuating.

Mr. Grant said Mr. Brown was too 
fond of insinuating. He brought up the 
few warm words that he and Mr. Brown 
had a^few days ago on the municipal bill 

Mr. Brown said It could mot be true 
that he always casts insinuations. He 
might use a few warm works once in a 
while that ruffled hon. members, out he 
did not make insinuations. He aid' not 
wish to refer to previous debate»*, but 
looking back it would be seen that he 
had not been guilty of all the insinua­
tions, nor the worst oue.

'Hon. Mr. Turner moved an amend­
ment to allow the exportation of deer ; 
skins, which was defeated by the chair- ; 
man's casting vote.

Finally Hon. Mr. Beaven moved an 
amendment which would allow the' ex­
portation of skins of deer, which was 
carried and the house adjourned at 11:05.

Another Day Spent Considering Amend­
ments to Municipal Act.

AND STILL THE BILL IS NOT COMPLETE
EVENING SESSION.

The Victoria Electric railway and light 
company’s bill and the bill relating to 
certain works in the township of Rich­
mond were read a third time and passed.

Mr. Horne moved the second reading 
of the wide tire act repeal bill, 

j Hod. Mr. Beaven said he could con- 
' sistently vote for the bill, as it proposed 
j to repeal the wide tire act now in force, 
j Hon. Mr. Davie said that he could also 
I vote for the bill.

Mr. Keith moved that the hill be read 
this day six months.

Dr. Milne could not vote for the bill, 
as the present act was working benefi­
cially. If the act hud been sprung too 
suddenly it could be deferred for another

Batch of New Bill» to he ltumhed 
Through at the Hud of the Session — 
Hardly Possible for Prorogatlou to 
Tahe Place This Week.

MARCH 28.
The Speaker took the chair at - o’clock. 

Prayers by Rev. ®. Robson.
Dr. Watt presented a report from the 

select committee on forestry as follows*
1. That endeavors should be made on 

the grounds of the provincial home at 
Kamloops aud at any other government 
institution m the upjier country baring 
smlabile lend attached thereto to plant 
shuba and tree» of various kinds, both 
native and imported, so as to ascertain 
what kinds can be most successfully ac­
climated in that portion of the province 
and be most profitably tutthrstad for 
economic purposes.

2. That care should be taken by reser­
vation or otherwise to protect the for­
ests covering the sources of the moun­
tain streams, and also to prevent the 
wasteful cutting or destruction by fire of 
the timber in the neighborhood of the

1,ked " lhn I
Ii«d considered the qnestion of paving I 
grand jurors. In country diatrlcts grand ' 
Iron We." " '° K° * •»“« deal of
«on. Mr Davie said the matter bad 

leva considered, and the argumenta for 
paying grind Jurymen in the country had 
«orne force. Hot in the eitlc, ,,, mên 
who acted as grand juror, could afford to 
give the time. “ IO

Mr. Kitchen said in New Wcturnster 
district farmer, were eallc.1 „n , , . .
V *rand Juror, and had to go to the
"V-"* The voverie
ment should consider ihe matter. i

Mr- B»o'h contended
that ,f grand jones were to he tnalntsln-

tJ w..‘ OB, ,ut'h ah0"ld l* paid. 
The bill was read a eecond time 
The house went into commute.- Mr 

(.rant in the chair, to consider the' Era: 
ser bridge aid bill. An amendment was 
inserted providing that the construction 
to and maintenance of the bridge should 
be under the control of the Lieut.-Goveru- 
or-in-couueil. There was some discus­
sion us to the termini of the bridge, but 
no changes were made. The committee 
rose and reported progress.

The house rose at 5.20.

3. Tha-t the Dominion government 
should be approached wf.th n view to 
the location of an experimental fann 
in the dry belt with, among ocher objects, 
a special view to the investigation of 
what kind of forçat and fruit trees can 
be moot profitably introduced.

4. Thkrt every poaacble effort should be 
made by the officiate of the province in 
outlying districts to prevent the destruc­
tion of valuable timber areas by fire, 
and to punish persons carelessly or in­
tentionally starting forest fires.

The report was received.
'Die house went into committee, Mr. 

Rogers in the chair, to consider the Hall 
Mines bill as amended by the private oills 
committee.

After a long discussion about the dif­
ferent provisions of the bill, lion. Mr. 
Davie said the powers asked for were ex­
traordinary. The company asked to be 
given, control of streets and roads for 
tramways without being controlled in to 
the fares they are to charge. The peo­
ple who brought the bill in deserve tv 
have it thrown out, but he would rot 
advocate that. The bill, however, 
should be put iu proper shape by the pro­
moters, aud the house should not be ask­
ed to do it

Mr. Booth said all the company asked 
leave to do was to buikl a tramway from 
the Silver King mine to a point nr or 
near. Nelson and to carry on works in 
connection with their mine.

Mr. Kitchen said the company owned 
the beat mine in Kootenay aud should be 
allowed to build a tramway to curry ore 
from their mines. The company did nit 
wish to interfere with the companies in 
Nelson. The house should give .hem 
every consideration possible.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the house could 
not properly amend the bill to do justice 
to the company and the pubic, file com­
mittee should rise and allow the com­
pany to amend the bill. He moved iu 
that direction.

Hon. Mr. Davie said it would bo all 
right if the company Just operated the 
tramway and electric light works for their 1 
own use.

The committee rose aud reported pro- '

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a return of * 
additional information regarding the Na- 
knap & Slocan railway.

Mr. Horne moved the second reading pf 
the Consolidated Electric Railway arid 
Light Company’s bill. The object of the 
company is to consolidate the Vancouver 
Tramway Company and amalgamate with 
other companies. The private hill* com­
mittee had amended the bill and Inserted 
clauses to protect all parties interested. 

The bill was read a second time.
The bills to authorize the sale of cer­

tain lands Tito the Bishop of New West­
minster, to amend the school avtgind to 
provide for the formation of couficH* of 
labor conciliation and arbitration were in­
troduced and rend a first time.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read­
ing of the Drainage, Dyking and Irriga­
tion bill. The bill was an amendment 
and consolidation of the .drainage acts, 
but it gave the commissioners more pow­
er. particularly respecting the borrowing 

money. There were large tracts of 
land that should be reclaimed, ami the 
l»resent act would facilitate the carrying 
Al>it of this scheme.

Hon. M. Beaven said it was unfortun­
ate that so many bills were placed be­
fore the house at once at the end »f. the 
session. He had been unable to examine 
the bill and see where the great changes 
occur. From what he could understand 
of the bill he could not favor it md umst 
record his vote against it.

Mr. Booth said as far as

new clause: “Notwithstanding any­
thing to the contrary in the Municipal 
Act. 1862, or in any other act eniteined 
n,» municipality shall hereafter be incor­
porated, nor the limits of any municipal!* j 
ty be extended during any calendar y-ar, 
un leas the petition for incorporai ',ia ,-r.

; the application for extension, a* *lie case I 
may be, ebull have been received at ihv ) 
office of the Provincial Secreta.y on or j 
liefore the 80th day of June in such yenr, ' 
and the letters patent Ineriu.raring \
extending a municipality, as thy .-i*.» may ) 
be, shall take effect and he in fore- from 
mid after the first day of lana irv next 
following the date of anch letters pu, nt.” 
The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Brown moved that nub-section ici 
of section 5 (aa In bill No. flG) be am .«l- 
ed by inserting the following after toe 
word “householder,” in the fourth |in«>- 
‘and every person paying rent of the 

amount hereinafter named for any room 
or rooms used by such person as a dwell- 
mg, shall be held to be a a.noteholder 
within «the meaning of this sec ion.'’ The 
amendment was adopt» d.

Mr. Grant moved an amendment t«. de- 1 
«Toi?6 th£ **0,,8eho,<Ier qualiiDadoi from 
$120 to $60 per annum. This amend­
ment was carried without dissent.

Mr. Hunter moved an amendment pro­
viding that by-laws requiring the .Hs.-nt 
of ratepayers should require roe.vlv a ma­
jority of votes instead of three-fifth* fl.s 
maarted when the hill aa, in lo.nmfr,,..

Mon. Mr. Baa ran raid it voulj no' ha 
(vail to make the proponed change.
Baavan Mr r"m<‘r **reed with Hon. "Mr.

Mr. Grant and Mr. Keith arg.1,1) that 
fejeritj' ehould rule.

tow“ ad0',‘M ,,n ”d,Ti- 
Hon. Mr. Beaven moved an amendment 

providing that to rove the rein', of r.,ia- 
aimn tax-payer* mu,t pay their lav.-, i.v i October 31*t. The wThefoTt* IwZ ! 
propoaed that ,|le ,„tes , ■
wt "a',rrU mb,'r Ut' Tbe

Hoo Mr. Beaven moved au aIln-miia.-i-- 
providing,Urn,application,
• I of a new licence «hall be mille la ll„. 
!ÜM.rl-°'Oimmleiioner,,
.1 open court, and may be made personal­ly °r by aiwnt, end without not/*. J1,|, 
he explained would do away with th,. ", 
[wose of advertising as made u.-aeeraiy 
"f the preaent act. '
UM4 Ha »“ lOTt W.4 df»Wo6

Mr, Dfyi« ™"vad to aman 1
bi „'riHZ ."gol" Suaday "bc-rvaaca, 
ir., , **9* out tile words ‘ûiereîi m .
lr.i,|e»maD, artifleer, inechaale, worku ,n 
laborer, or other," |n line, on^ anî tw "

l“ “keto ‘Ihïch °Ut ,hC W,,ni" b,w ■- 
urackets, which except certain Hum. mrrrr '«* i>r°vi‘|on ti,e «!,„«lo-afur-Lv, S'",doy- “"d subs,in,to 

r;~< -oaTeylng i,n,«engere, H,r 
" nie,i** ,ly laud or by wticr, t|„...... neiu Hi iur as :ic could operating n„.i w 1 lur. uie

gather from ,he bill he thought u wa, ,twt railway,, „d ,
useful one. , tlfai} a>*: hffhting works, feWranh !

The bill was rend a eecond time. tanram^ '•U6lî an<1 °®ce*. hote!s, :i-s-
Hüî' “rVDlrl,' n“,Twl ti-e -aeon I read- ] livery of new-*!?"”*' i™,bli,’lltl'>n, and .1,- 

mg <g the Jurors1 bill, the object of wMch nine ,.1* i M"r>- the hour of
i« to distribute jury duly more fairly. A, ! of milk^tnV'f’a ,b<> ‘n'llin* and ^I'varv 
present only a very few of those „„ ,h,, , Work, l and "“"Ihmc, and

T^.W” Mr. Grant .“ll *a„rJ,y
provided that after a man had .erefr.-d for 
some time he would be released from duty 
for six or seven years. It would also 
make less work for the selectors of ju­
rors. He intended to propose an iimcpdr 
ment providing that every fit person, 
whether be was on the voters’ list-' ir 
uot, will have to serve as juryman. Such 
men would he the first to be culled on. 
It was a duty for everyone to s:?rve on 
juries. The law would be mad.; so that 
those who fall to register would have to 
serve.

tb. '-■•cm 3.”.

SrîHæpySS’"
dgafs, Sind lea ‘ trait Helling
bread, '•*Eair.Ireesing f . ,?d' end couiluctin.f 
and u„a* a.nd b«‘hlng - stablls lw,.r., S,b «"d 'be catching of

J fl«"« he inserted I* thaj£u**tI,'",'b "

EVENING SESSION, 
i Mr. Kitchen rose to a question of pri- 
j vilege. He xvas reported in the Times 
I as having voted against the Fraser River 
! bridge bill. He was not in Victoria 

when that vote was taken.
It was Mr. Kellie, not Mr. Kit-.hen, 

who voted a gains* the bill.
The house continued iu committee on 

the Fraser River bridge aid hill. An 
amendment was inserted providing that 
the act should not come into force miiil 
proclaimed and the bill was reported rotn- 

! plete with amendments.
Hon. Mr. Davie presented messages 

j from the lieutenant-governor enclosing 
i bills for the appointment "of sc tl.-rs < f 
j respecting the Cariboo Hyd-aulic 

Mining Company, (he Horse Fly Min n„ 
Company and to authorise the Uih.il of 

; certain lands to die Wewfminaicr cud 
.Vancouver Tramway t.'ompany.

On consideration <»f the report o-. the 
municipality act amending bill !:r/,. 
number of amendments were proposed.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the following as : 
a new clause: “NutwirhMrmifiii..,

I Mr. Grant’s amendment was lost on a 
division of 14 to 4, and Hon. Mr. Da- 
vie’s amendment was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved an amendment 
providing for a court of appeal front as­
sessments und-r local improvement Li 
laws which was carried.

Mr. Brown ifioved Jhe following as a 
new clause: "271a. All actions again,t] 
any municipality (whether str-h rounici- ! 
polity be incorporated under any general ! 
act or by a special act) for the unlawful 
doing of anything purporting,to have been 1 
done by such municipality tinder tie pow- 1 
era conferred by any act of the leglaMtbre 
of British Columbia, and which might 
have been lawfully done by such muni­
cipality if acting in the manner proscrib­
ed by law, shall be commenced with'n 
six months after the cause of àucb action 
shall have ari»en, or when such ca”sc of 
action has arisen before the passing of 
this act, then within three months mv.r 
the passing of this act, but not-.afthr 
wards: and in any such action wiii<h 
may be duly brought the municipality 
shall not be liable for n larger sum titan 
it would have been liable for if the qqes- 

I tions of the right to recover and the 
amount recoverable were being 
mined in an arbitration under 'he Incor­
porating act, or in any other ae» ;u tiwt 
behalf, instead of in such action."

The amendment was carried.'
Mr. Anderson moved the following, 

which was negatived“To limit and de­
fine an nrea adjoining and etfrroun Vug 
the public markets of the said corpora­
tion. within which area so established 
by the council no fish, game, melt, poul­
try, etc., or other articles which the coun­
cil may deem objectionable, eh ill be sob! 
or exposed for sale, ex-ept at the public 
market or markets within the ai«d area

! “ peaaUy J" aay watraventiun
The house adjourned at 11:35.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

tiaroe ProSeetlon Bill Thrown Oat of 
the House.

MARCH 29.
The speaker took the vuair ut two 

o’clock. IVyyers by Rev. K. Robeon.
Dr. iWatt uivved that whereaa withm 

the past few days a. number of Chkia- 
men have Veen lauiled at Vancouver from 
tibe «teamon Empress of India, one of 
whtom was infected with smallpox; and 
whereas from the facte reported it ap­
peals that two Chinese passengers tak­
en on ait Hong Kong, and found af<er- 
warde to be afflicted with the said dis­
eases, ami were put off the said steamer i 
at Ychoihiama; therefore, resolved, that a 
respectful addntw be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor praying 
him to again strongly impress upon the 
Dominion government the necessity of 
lakh* su till step* as will secure a thor­
ough! inspection by qualified medical in­
spectons at the porte of depart urne of pas­
sengers and goods coming from Asiatic 
ports, ao am to prevent Infected persons 
or cargoes being receded on buarJ ves- ! 
hHn dentiued for Canada; that in tbe , 
opinion of this house such medical in- | 
epeotors nhould be empowered and eu- ; 
joined to require nil Asiatic emigrant ; 
pusseagei* to resnam m quaraotine un­
der medical observation for a period of i 
at least three weekti immediately prior j 
to embarking; and also that *buld As- j 
atic cholera at any time become epidemic i 
in ChhML or Japan all emigrant travel , 
from such countries be strictly prohibit- : 
ed until tine ootnpiete ceH-satiotni of such ! 
epidemic.

Mr. Sword thought the government 
«thouhl be asked to find out who was 
responsible for the state of affairs re­
cited In the preamble of the resolution. 
He moved an amemtimeuit with the vfcw 
of having those who were responsible 
prosecuted.

(The amendment was lost and the reso­
lution was carried.

When the speaker asked if be should 
leave the chair to allow the house to 
consider the game bill.

iMr. Booth1 mowed that the speaker 
leave the chair this day sir months.

It -was pointed out that the speaker 
’would be placed in a peculiar position 
If the motion was egrtried. Tbe motion 
was varied to the effect that the bill be 
exmeidered iu aommftitee this day six 
months.

Mr. Martia roadie am appeal for his 
bill. It was the wish of all to protect j

Sflr. Hunter pointed out that the bill j 
■was different from what it was when- in- ! 
trodwcedi The bill as it was now would 
allow the destruction of the deer of the 
proviki<oev For that reason he would 
vote for the motion that the bill be 
considered in committee this day six

The amendment to consider the bill 
months hence was carried by 13 to

11.
The line fences and water courses bill 

was considered in committee and reported

After a long discussion, in committee 
on the homestead bill the committee rose 
without reporting..

The messages enclosing bills reape-'t- 
im|g the Horsefly Hydraulic Mknitog com­
pany, the Cariboo Mmdng company, to 
authorize a grant of land to the Vancou­
ver * New Wbwtmiinwter Tramway com­
pany and to appoint an official weler of 
logs, were considered in committee, re­
ported to the house and read a first

Hon. Mr. Venuioai moved the second 
reeding of the biH to auth«ori»e the wile 
of oertahn landl* to the Biahop of New 
Westminster, which he explained ie set 
forth In the bill. The bishop was willing 
to pay fix* the land. Although there was 
a doubt as -to whether the see had a 
legal right to the land, there was ro 
doubt that they had a moral right to it. ! 
Tbe land had always been considered as 
a church reserve.

The bill was néad u second time.

! Hoo. Col. Baker moved the » 
reading of the bill to Amend the « 
act. (Lt gave the truetew power to 
ate the high' schools wilà' some umv 
ty. He read the conditions under w- 
a sthool could affiliate with McGill 
lege. This gave many privileges 
affiliated schools. Pupil» could s| 
two years of their university tours 
one of the hign schools of the prov 
ho that they woukl have to 
two years away from home. He b> 
kB the high schools would take ad1 
♦age of this provision. There was a cli 
that would do away with the pov 
magazine at Beaoou. Hill. Other cla 
bonded the school property in the C 
over to the corporation.

Hon. Mr. Beaven questioned whe 
the bill would be the means of remo 
the ]>owder magazine from Beacon 1 
The Imperial and Domain ion govemm- 
could store t-he&r powder whore < 
wished. Of course it would be dewn 
to have the magazine removed. It 
perfectly right to twrd the school p 
enty over to the cities, but the corp 
tiems should not have the power to 
gage it.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Turner moved the « 

reading of the councils of labor, ''one 
tion and arbitration bill. The bill w< 
not clash wkh diffepcot ip-teresta. us 
tbe previous act. It did not provide 
rtnunputeory arbitration!, as in other ec 
tries that system had bean found uui 
tittisf ul, while voluntary con*ilia 
and arbitration had been successful, 
would facilitate the settlement of 
putes, and records of such disputes w< 
be kept.

Mr. Semlin said the result of a prov 
act of a similar nature could not rev 
n*md the bill to this house. If 
wished fro arbitrate they would do 
without reference to an act. lt alw 
had been done and always could be dc 
Lost year’s bin was an expense to 
Teowinoe, bat no benefit was derive

Mr. iForater said he was su-rprise l 
the bill was brought in so shortly a 
$4.000 thlad been, placed in the .3stimi 
for a commission Of inquiry. Where 
interest» of fhte public were involved 
bJfcnation should be compulsory.

Hon. Col. Baker regretted fchu lh^ 
rif last year had not worked satiefac 
iy, but. it was introduced with the 
tention of benefiting the working 
There would tie very little expense 
canted im aairying out the provi-«ona 
♦he present bill. The object of the i 
for a oontmisaion was to obtain ervidej 
80 that a mome extensive bin ooull 
introduced next session.

Mr. Brown would vote for the 
although there were some provisions 
It with which he did not agree.

The bill was read a seed'd tim».
The Fraser river bridge bill was firu 

passed.
The Methodist church, bill was pas 

through commitee and finally adoptee
The house went into committee, 1 

Hall in the chair, to voasid.NT the L 
aot amendment bill. After a short 
vustiion tbe committee rose and repoi 
progress.

The house rose at six o’elo-k.

EVENING SESHdON.
The house continued in committee 

, the laud bill. The bill w’as rupr» 
<-omplvte with nineaulmeuts.

Mr. Grant iiresented a petition fr 
twenty barbers of Victoria asking t 
they be not forced to close their pin 
of hnsMieas on Sunday tuornmg.

The house went into committee, 
Stoddart mi the chair, to consider 
drainage, dyking anti irrigation bill. Th 
was a long discussion on the clauses 
thorizlug guarantees for dyking vur 
Several amendments were introduced, « 
being to the effect that Dominion lm 
should be subject to assessmerut by 
sent of the Dominion governm«uit. 
bill was reported complete with a me: 
mente.

The jurors bill waa considered in <x 
mittee and reported complete.

The bonne adjourned at 11.30.



tine. Col. Baker mered the 
reading of the Ml to imam] the e.*ool 
art. It gave the truetem power to affili­
ate the high1 school» wiio’ some vmiverai- 
ty. He read the «raAkkiii, under whitii 
a ethool could affiliate with McGill col­
lege. This gave man? privilege* to 
afliliited echooli. PupUs uoold spood 
two yeatt* of their university eourae in 
une of the high schools of the province, 
so that they would have to spend but 
two yearns away from iaome. He hoped 
kB the high schools would take advan­
tage of this provision. There was ft clause 
that would do a way with -t he powder 
tnajgazi'ne at Beacon Hill. Other clauses 
hamded tihe school property in the cities 
over to the cor iteration.

Hon. Mr. Beaven questioned whether 
the ball would be the means of removing 
the i>owder ma ratine from Beacon Hill. 
The Imperial and Dominion governments 
couW store their powder where they 
wished. Of course it would be desirable 
to have the magasin*) removed. It was 
perfectly right to hand the school prop­
erty over to the cdties, but the corpora­
tions should not hrtve the power to mort­
gage it.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Turner moved the second 

loading of the councils of labor, concilia* 
tion and arbitration bill. The bill would 
not clash with different interest* as had 
the previous act. It did not provide for 
onanpulsory arbitration, as in other coun­
tries that system bad been found unsuc­
cessful, while voluntary conciliation 
and arbitration had been successful. It 
would facilitate the settlement of dis­
putes, and records of such disputes would 
be kept.

Mr. Semliu said the result of a previous 
act of a similar mature could not recum- 
mfemd the bill to this house. If men 
wished fro arbitrate they would do so 
without reference to an act. It always 
had been done and always could be done. 
Last year’s bill was an expense to the 
urovjn-oe, hot mo benefit was derived.

Mr. Forster said he was surprix»: i that 
the bill was brought in so shortly after 
$4,000 thiad been placed in the estimates ! 
far a commission of inquiry. Where the : 
interests of fhte public were imwoIv.*d nr- ! 
bitnation should be compulsory.

Horn. CoL Baker regrettai hhu ih - M^t ' 
rtf last year had not worked satisfactori­
ly, bult it was introduced with the in­
tention of benefiting the working neo. 1 
There would be very little expense in- 1 
canned iu carrying out the provisions of

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Numertius Public Bills Wiped Off the 

Orders of the Day.

AND SEVERAL NEW ONES INTRODUCED

tfhe present bit!. The object of the vote
for a commission was to obtain evidence, 
so that a more extensive bill coull be 
introduced next sesxibm.

Mr. Brown would vote for the bill, 
although there were some provisions in 1 
it with, which he did not agree.

The bill was read a second tien.
Hie Fraser river bridge bill was finally 

passed.
Hue MeObodist church, bill wag passed 

through committee and finally adopted. 
The house * cut into committee, Mr. 

Hall in the chair, to consider, the land ,

I
aot amendment bill. After a short dis- i 
cu-raion the committee rose and reported I 
progress.

The house rose at six o’clo-k.

EVENING SESSION.
The house continued in committee on 

i Hud bill. The bill was reported 
complete with nmeanlmeuts.

Mr. Grant presented a petition fnnn 
twenty barbers of Victoria asking thatt 
they be mot forced to close their places 
of fbntwiess on Sunday morning.

The house went into ommittse, Mr. 
Stoddart i« the chair, to consider the 
drainage, dyking and irrigation bill. There 1 
was a long discussion on the clauses au­
thorizing guarantees for dyking vorks. 
Several amendments were introduced, cue 
being to the effect that Dominion lands 
wiotild be subject to assessmerut by oom- 
8«?nt of the Dominion government. The 
muitW<W Peported °°aiPlete with a mend-

The jurors bill was considered hi com­
mittee and reported complote*

The house adjourned at 11.30.

A Long Night Session During *Whlt,h a 
Ureat Deal of Business Is Transacted 
—Hydraulic Miuiug Bills Ruled In 
Order.

MARCH 30til.
The Speaker took the chair ut 2 o'clock '( 

Prayers by Rev. E. Robson.
The select committee appointed to con- , 

aider the Cattle Act reported a bill to. 
the house. The bill was read a first J

Mr. Horue moved that whereas by sec­
tion 8 of the Supreme Court Act it is 
provided that not less than three of the 
judges of tile supreme court shall reside 
oh the Mainland of British Columbia ; 
and whereas by section 20 of said act 
Hie Excellency the Governor-General is 
authorized by order in council to direct 
the judges of the supreme court as to the 
judicial district within which they shall 
reside; and whereas by section 17 of the 
send act, as amended by section 3 of the 
Supreme Court Amendment Act, 1892, 
the electoral district of Vancouver City 
and that portion of the electoral district* 
of New Westminster described in said 
last mentioned section, was created a ju­
dicial district; and whereas the volume of 
legal business transacted in Vancouver 
juidttl district is at least equal to that of 
any other judicial district in the province, 
yet it is still without a resident supreme 
court judge, although four supreme court 
judges reside in Victoria; be it therefore 
resolved, that in the opinion of this house 
it is highly desirable aud necessary that 
one of the supreme court judges should 
reside in Vancouver judicial district, and 
that the Dominion government be urged 
to direct oue of the said judges now resi­
dent in Victoria to reside in Vancouver 
judicial district, and in case that another 
supreme court judge should be appointed 
to station him in Vancouver judicial dis­
trict.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he would not op­
pose the resolution but there was a para­
graph in it that drew comparisons between 
different judicial districts which was ob­
jectionable. He -moved an amendment 
which did away with the comparisons.
It was necessary to have a supreme 
court judge stationed at Vancouver.

The resolution as amended was passed. 
Mr. Rogers introduced a bill to amend 

the licenses act.
Hon. Mr. Davie introduced a bill re­

specting the official map of Quamichan.
Mr. Semlln asked .the chief commission­

er if it was the intention of the govern­
ment to construct a wagon roa.l along 
Deudman’s Greek this year, in accordance 
With tiie prayer of a petition of the set­
tlers along said creek for such work ?

Hon. Mr. Vernon said the intention of 
the government would be made known at 
a later date.

Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a point of 
order on the Horsefly Hydraulic Mining 
Company’s bill. -A private bill had been 
introduced early in the session dealing 
with the same matter as the public bill 
before the house. The public bill propos­
ed to benefit a certain cotnpany. Priv­
ate bills of that character must come in 
on petition. The attorney-general would 
no doubt say the bill did come in on peti­
tion and was substituted by a public 
bill. He read from May to show that a 
bill that came in as a private bill could 
not be proceeded witti as a public bill. 
Besides this he contended that thé minis­
ters of the crown should not initiate or 
promote a private bill. The bill before 
the house was in the Interest of a private 
company. He submitted a number of 
authorities in support of his contention.
The rules of the house showed clearly 
what a private bill was.

Hon. Col. Baker held that the bill be­
fore the house did not touch auy property 
not touched in the private bill. The gov­
ernment proposed to consolidate leases 
held by the company and confirm them in 
their water rights.

(Hon. Mr. Davie contended that the au­
thorities quoted by the leader of the Oppo­
sition condemned that gentleman’s argu­
ments. There were certain requests in 
the private hill that the government could 
not consent to, but as the company had 
expended ft lot of money and would spend 
more the government would do something 
for the company and for this purpose the 
government brought down the bill before 
the house. The government were acting 
in a reasonable way. They had not in­
troduced a private hill. They had just 
scrutinised a private bill and struck out 
the objectionable clauses. It was not 
the duty of the government to throw out 
a private bill simply because there were 
a few objectionable features Id it.

The Speaker reserved hie decision on 
this as well as the Cariboo Hydraulic 
Mining Company’s bill which Is of the | 
same nature.

Hon. Mr. Vernon moved the second 
reading of the bill to grant, certain lands 
to the Vancouver aud New Westminster 
Tramway Company. Private parties bad 
granted land and money to the company 
and the Robson government promisedto 
give the company uimilar assistance. I he 
bill proposed to comply with that prom­
ise. Government land was enhanced in 
value by the tramway and the govern­
ment should do the same ns private own­
ers of lend had done. The «mount of 
land given was 180 acres, the actual 
value of which it would be hard to deter­
mine. The company required and were 
entitled to the assistance given. Hie 
property was situated about half way be­
tween the two cities.

Hon. Mr. Beaven thought ll.e house' 
was entitled to Ikuow what 'be laud was 
valued at. Auy arrangement entered in­
to was of no -consequence as the govern­
ment could not deal with crown lands 
without the sanction of the legislature. 
He could not say whether he was in favor 
of the legislature giving public lauds to 
a tramway company. If the • ompany’s 
scheme was unsuccessful it was their 
misfortune. If they bad been immense­
ly successful the company would not have j 
given the province anything. Other en­
terprises were carried on without gov­
ernment assistance.

Mr. Forster contended that the proper 
time to introduce the bill would have been j 
during the session . following the compte- : 
tion of the road. It was three yearn , 

Thé nextjsince the road was completed, 
thing the government would be doing j 
would be to give more laud to the Island 
railway. The land was worth between J 
$!f>0 and $200 an acre, which, with the I 
grants from private individuals would pay 
for the construction of the road.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there was a let­
ter containing the obligation of the gov­
ernment in the matter which the members 
•should have. The undertaking was one 
of great public advantage. When the 
obligation wax entered into there were no 
restrictions on the government respecting 

, «rants to tramway, companies. If the 
j government did not make a grant they 
j Wt>uM be deriving a benefit by the value 
! °f their binds being enhanced by work 
done by private individuals. The road 
was built iu view of the fact that the 
private owners and government had prom­
ised to make grants of land.

Mr. Semi in said when the company's J 
private bill was before the house the com- ! 
puny said they ouly wanted a charter: ! 
they did not wish any aid. It is rather 
late now for the government to come 
forward and say that they had promised : 
the com|«my certain lands. It would 

, have been better for the government to • 
say that the company had been unfortun­
ate and it was in the public interest that 
they should be assisted. He was al­
ways in favor of carefully guarding tin- 
public lands.

Mr. Keith said the house should copsid- 
! er the bill carefully before making the 
j grant.

Mr. Grant snpjwrted the bill, 
j Hon. Mr. Davie read the <-or respond- 
‘ence between the government and the eom-

I Mr. Brown held that the road was not 
| built on the strength of the government 
j land grant. If the present company did 
I not build the road other companies would 
j have built the road without a grant. He 
■ did not wish to descry the road but he had 
J it from good authority that it could have 
I been built for $200.000. The govern- 
I ment had not explained why the grant had 
! been delayed for three years. When 
! the company's bill was before the house 

the government said nothing was to be 
granted to the company.

'Mr. Cotltou contended that the company 
was not losing money. The $400,000 
spent by the company included the work 
in New Westminster city. He did not 
wish to do the company any injury but 
he could not support the bill. The mem­
bers were accountable to their constitu­
ents not to any private company. He 
would like to see the company prosper 
but that was no reason why he should, 
vote for the bill.

Hon. Col. Baker said that the pledge 
made by the late premier should be car­
ried out whether it was right or wrong, 

j Mr. Kitchen said when he proposed to 
put au anti-Chinese clause in'the bill 

! in 1891 the government said the eom- 
I puny were not receiving auy aid from Mu*
' province and therefore the clause should 
not be inserted in it. There was no truth 

: in the statement that the road was not , 
paying.

The bill was read a second time ou a di- ! 
vision of 10 to 9. I

The Speaker gave the following ruling 
on the Horsefly Hydraulic Mining Com- 
iwny's bill which will refer also to the 
Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company i 

On the motion to read a bill (No. 74) 
intituled urn act respecting the ilor.se-tiy 
Htytirenulic Muting company, limited lia­
bility, a second tilne, trie hou. member 
for Victoria city (-Mr. Bea/veo) advanced 
au objection that the bill is out of order 

j as a public bill, us dealing w'itlh a bill 
which had previously been introduced no 

| a private .measure. May, ninth edition, i 
! fumn'^hes many authorities bearing <«
| the point. On page 747 it fcs Stated that 

in 1857 the Thames Conservancy bill, 
and ilk 1882 tike Metropolis Management 
and Floods 'Prevention bill, were intro- 
d-uoed as private bills, on petition ; but 
tide latter was afterwruds withdrawn 
and apublBc 1)6111 rwtrn introduced. Pagès 
748 and 749 states tihialt “private biiUs 
tti<so have ibetrn. solicited for the reform of 
the corporation, (of the city of London) 
itself, while the government have pre­
pared public measures^ in. the interests j 
of the public, for the same object." Oth- : 
er (bills, again, concerning tihe city of 
London, bult at the same time affecting 
public inntererfts, add involving considera­
tions of public policy, have been introduc­
ed and passed as public bills. In 1881, 
and again in 1882 and 1883, the Loudon 
Giity Parochial Charities bill was brought 
ijn as a public bill; and in' 1882 a bill 
for the same purpose was introduced, 
upon petition, as a private bill. In 1861 
the Red Sea and India Telegraph bill, 
which amended' a private act, was intro­
duced and proceeded with us a public 
bail, as it concerned the conditions of 
a government giuiiranteq. Bill No. 74 
does not comt|yre!head a government guar­
antiee, but it does deal with public inter­
ests, in so far as it proposes to demise 
to a private company several properties, 
the title to which) is invested hi the 
crown. May, -page 754, .lays k d)own 
that a “bdU- commenced as a private bill 
cannot he .token' up anti proceeded with 
as a pribbv bill,” and an instance is cited 
where a private bill having been- aban­
doned, Mr. Pope Henmessy gave notice 
that he should prolceed wi-th it os u pub­
lie bill, but it was held that such a pro­
ceeding would .be irregular. Mr. rope

f H«n,ae*ty was not a member of the gov- 
«*nrant, and h#t the government dlcid- 
«I *> proceed vritk the bill as a xovera- 
mart ««anure. I «tin* the objection 
winlki not have been- h«1d 1 gtwd. TV 
government have introduced. brU No 74 
as a jxffife measure, and I rule that 
*ien tin, Horsefly Hydraulta Mmin* 
company» bill (No. 22) shall bave been 
wraiira-m,. bill No. 74 will be in order 
™. lU ei«oud raadin* may be proceeded

On motion of Mr Hunter the orders 
r™.,liug of th<1 Cariboo 

ilydrauhc Mining Company’s and Horse- 
fly Mining Company’s bills.

Hou. Mr. Davie then moved the second 
reading of the Horsefly Hydraulic Miuiug 
Company s bill. He was sure that the 
house as well as the government were 
pleased to give the company the assist­
ance proposed. The franchises asked for 
by the company in the private bills went 
too far altogether as was shown when 
there was anything objectionable in a pri­
vate bill to scrutinize them and do away 
with the objectionable provisions. The 
properties proposed to lease are already 
under lease to other parties from whom 
the government have obtained their title. 
The rental, $o00, was the same as the 
province had always received. A sug- 
gestion that the government should spend 
$o00U a year had been adopted by +ha 
government. The government to grant 
the company a lease of additional lands 
and water rights. Then the lease» ,v,„Id 
be renewed for another 25 years after ‘Le , 
expUÿlon of the first 25 years. The rights !

- °f ^er persons are protected. The bill ( 
aimed at encouraging the expenditure of j 

i capital in developing the mines.
I Hon. Mr. Beaven thought the method to 
bring about the bill was a dangerous one. 
He challenged anyone to show him a , 
parallel case. Of eourae, if no other pri­
vate interests were involved, the govern­
ment should encourage the development 
of mines. But what did the government 
know of the private rights involved. The 
house, too, should know something about 
the leases. There might be large inter- 
ests that the house knew nothing about. 
This was why the present system of in­
troducing private bills was in force. There 
was a proper constitutional way in which 
to proceed.

Mr. Hunter contended that the bill 
simply confirmed leases already held by 
the company.

Mr. Smith lauded the government for 
bringing the bill iu.

Mr. Cotton moved the adjournment of 
the debate aud the house rose at 5

EVENING SESSION.
Mr. Gottou thought the operations."oi 

the companies dealt with in the ' bills 
meant a new era in Gariboo, inasmuch as 
they mean hydraulic mining. He thought 
there should be some general legixLtfon 

i covering the subject with which the meas- 
! lires dealt. Companies should not he re- 
; quired ito apply for private bills; some 
comprehensive measure ought to be intro- j 
diiavd at an early stage of the session, j 
The confidence shown by the men who 
embarked in tihe enterprise was an argu­
ment against the doctrine enunciated the 
day before, that the government was call­
ed on to act as a sponsor for the develop­
ment of enterprises.

Dr. Watt supported the bills, on th** 
ground that the objectionable features of < 
the private bills had been eliminated, 
leases which the bills approved and 'con­
solidated were all on record iu the govern­
ment office at Burkervllle. Mr. Cotton's 
suggestion that there should be a general 
act to regulate such enterprises was a 
good oue, inasmuch as this company 
would be followed by others. There 
would be no objections to these two bills, 
from Cariboo. He quoted the Canadian 
Pacific charter as a precedent for the 
present legislation.

Mr. Adams thought that in legislating 
for this enterprise they might be legislat­
ing for a railway to Cariboo, for the suc­
cess of hydraulic mining there would in 
all likelihood lead to the building of u 
roiid. He justified the comparatively low 
rentals on the ground of the heavy run­
ning expenses to be incurred. The ex­
tra privileges asked by the Horsefly com­
pany were unobjectionable .because of the 
peculiar character of the country.

Mr. Rogers regarded it as very fortun­
ate that capital should be coming in to 
embaifk iu such enterprises, and he 
thought it should be given every encour­
agement. .

I Mr. Grout supported the bills on various 
grounds.

The Horsefly Company .bill was read a 
second time. On the motion to read the 
Cariboo bill,

Mr. Beaven said the point which he had 
taken was not correctly apprehended. He 
was not discussing whether hydraulic min­
ing should be encouraged and Cariboo de­
veloped. but whether the government 
should propose legishatiou for private com­
panies. He referred to the mining legis­
lation of the session of 1890, which had ■. 
to be suspended owing to its unworkable 
nature. No member of the house knew 
to whom the leases iu these k!’ls 
were given, or whether they were proper­
ly acquired by the company. The hous*>

! might be transferring some man’s proper­
ty without his knowledge. There was a 
constitutional way of dealing with private 
rights, which had not been adopted iu this 
case. The rights of free miners lo en­
ter on ground and use water might be 
affected by such legislation. The speak­
er was as anxious as anyone to see Cari­
boo developed and hydraulic miuiug en­
couraged, but he was afraid this method 
was not the proper one.

Hon. Col. Baker raid the leases were 
all properly acquired by the company.

Mr. Smith was averse to giving too 
many privileges to one party, and for that 
reason hoped the government would lx* 
careful in regurdi to what was granted 
under these bills. He did not ,hink ;t 
wise to be too sanguine as to the probable 
results of the operations of these com­
panies. Hydraulic operations would not 
cause the employment of a large nnm- 
l«*r of men, as had been said oy Mr.

i !


