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The Victoria Status of Women 
Action Group was former~. in 1971 
1"1 orner to work for the imple
mentation of the Report of the 
Roye,l Comroi ss1on on the Status 
of Women, to foster public know
len.£5e of the ric.:hts avid status of 
women, an<, to promote full part
icipation of women 1 ''l social, 
eco,'lomic and poli t1cal life. 

p )JAG is a volunte.ry eroup, 
ree;1stere,~ e.s a society, with 
an execut1 ve electe<'I ex1.".1ually. 

President 

V1ce
Pres1ri.ent 
(programmes) 

Vice
Pres1,1.ent 
(projects)· 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

~hirley ~,Torr'l strom 
1429 :.·onterey Ave. 
598- 648 5 V8S !.~V9 

Gwen dtolrns 
1160 Greenwooc.1 A,re. 
383-2502 V9A 5t1 

Avis Rasmussen 
3050 Uplands iid. 
598-3188 VBR 6TI4 

Susan Goldwater 
1422 Wende Ra. 
477-8305 V8P 3T5 

Betty Rozon 

com,aTTEES 

Nembers are encouraged to focus 
their energies on one or more 
committees. This 1s where the 
real work of SWAG goes on. You 
need not be an expert. Call one 
of our cha1rpeople and offer 
your services •••• 

CHAIHS 

Family Law 

Education 

Human Rights 

Health 

Labour 

"'ifirginia f:icCaffrey 
3512 Plymouth st. 
598-7228 V8P 4X4 

Lind.a Plcciotto 
186J -Pel tham Rd. 
477-3576 VBN 2A? 

I-Jorrie Preston 
766 Monterey Ave. 
598-1390 V8S 4V2 

Caroline Megeson 
1616 ?ernwood 
382-0866 

Diana Butler 
2149 Granite 
598-6964 V8S JG5 

#3 - 4391 Torquay Pl. Herstory 
477-5543 V87 JLJ 

Linda Gilligan 
601 Noss st. 
J84-6629 78V 4N7 

l>J embership 
Chair 

Past 
President 

Eary Dick 
2194 Central Ave. 
598~1722 V8S 2R5 

}~imi Robertson 
1149 Wychbury Ave. 
J85-8680 ''9A 5L1 

i".EETINGS/WORKSHOPS 

SWAG meets the fourth 11.onday of 
each month (except when 1t falls 
on a h~l1day) at the Cedar Hill 
Community Centre, J220 Cedar 
Hill Road, at 8a00 p.m. 

*Workshops*Coffee*Guest Speakers* 

f,'.iErCBERSHIP 

Your membership entitles you to 
a subscription to SWAG rJEtlS a 
-a completely volunteer effort 
dependent upon your contributions 
-poems, articles, opinions, 
reports ••• 
all feminist material welcome. 

NEWSLETTER a 

'1"yp1 st a 

Gestetncr: 

Lois iTickery 
552 Victoria Ave. 
598-1704 

Heather Sidor 

Barb Wozny 
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I 
};:E;'-"IC,PAUS:C A :TEU :J~GFi rr:7G 

by Susan Lo 3:er 

c:: ::=, 

l 

Every woman will e:itper1e':1ce menopa.use. Co::-1 sir1 erine;- that fact, it is . 
surpr1s.1n:: a.11ct d.isturbinc: to !lote that for most people menopause is 
still very llluch a taboo subject, a n.·1 as such, there is little '.i1scuss1on 
or information sharin,'.! e.bout 1 t. 

So6iety has conveniently misplace~ women in mi i -11fe by emphasiz1n~ 
the elories of youth an(1 the positive a.tte.chments that ce_v1 come from · 
bein~: not wrinl{ly, not z reyhe.1re<.•. , not sa~;2::in3 e.1•11: not menopausal. 
?he stereotype of a. l'.!lenopausiil woma:ri is not pleasant. The a .-1 ject1 ves 
often usea to describe her includ e bitchy, irrational, moorly, temper
mentP..l an6. depressen.. 1·J e a.re le 'l to believe tha.t O'"lfl ,lay we will wake 
with a hunchbF.1.ck, hair :;rowin['.; 011 our chin, full of Nrinkles, creyha.irecl, 
oven1ei eht an,1. cl eprei:;F.e~1. 

'Z'he che.nges c1 on • t happen oirer.1.i ght but there are hormonal chanr:es 
that occur over a. pE.?riod of ten to t we,"lty years. 1uring puberty, our 
estroe;en level wa.s slowly risinc; an,1 we bega".'I to see an~ feel ch0.l'lees in 
our hofl ies. Lenopause offers the opposite - ·our estro~en level slowly 
0ecl1n.es a:nc'l. a.s f?Uch, we ~.lso see a"J ~ feel che.nges in ourselves. I".'.ost 
l•romen rto n.ot exper1 ence severe or ~11 srupti ve menopausal symptoms. How
ever, whe·!"l a woman enters · the menopause she is urv1 enie,bly confrontec' 
W1 th the fe.ct th8.t she 1.s gettin~ Olf1er an.cl can ~-10 longer have chil<lren. 
As well, menopa.use comes F.1.t a time in a wor!'lan 's 11 fe that usue,lly coin-
ch~es with other mL:_-life events (crises). . 

.i'-':1sinformation am, la.ck of informe.tion h~.,re for so lon,g clou'.'l e ,-1 d 1s
cussion a.bout menopause. However, in the last two years some books a.nd 
pamphlets · ,hav·e been wr1 tten g i vine current a11cl e.ccura te 1:nformatio:n.. 
Exposure ·11ri, the me<lif!. has _beer! sl1 c:ht but it's a first step. A(:ld 1 tional 
steps are ·in ma11y ways tip to ind1 v1dual women to ts.k~. It 1 s ~,ery 
important that women tall{ with one another and share their own experiences 
a.bout ·menopause. The more e. woman k1ows about menopause, the less she 
•will he afraid of What is happenine; to her. .The more informecl she is, 
the better able she will be to me.ke c1ecisions re.c:ard1ng her me01cal 
arv1 psycholo,gica.l conc11 tior1.s. l'he more she 1s able to talk w1 th other 
women her o~m a c;e, the more reassure•.1 she will become that she is not · 
alono. 

II~rn~. in ha"'l•'l with :-l_ispensine in f ormation 8.na shar1nc: experiences 
must come a cha.llene;e to society re.t;:a.r, 11ng olcler women. ·, ,:e must really 
be~in to feel that there 1s nothine wrong with e rayine hair, getting 
wr1·-1kles ••• eetting older. }.lenying a c;i11g is a losine; e.nf\ fruitless ge?Ee. 
To be fe.ir to ourselves we must ac1{nowlerlge a.n ,1 support olr1er women by 
reco13n1z1nt:' .that · they c~ o hf.I.Ve speci f ic neeJs a.n:-1 by encourag b1p.; tbem 1n 
their e-rfortR to become more useful e.n f~ respecteJ · memhers of' society. 
renopausc is · o ;.1ly 0 ·1.E} part of the picture. · 

· There is ;no re~.son why a woman shoul(l.n 't look f .orwarn to her menopausal 
years as a. time when she will be f ree (at last) f iom the hassles of birth 
control, . when hE~r chilrl rcn will be (hopef'ully) lea\'lJne; their ow·,, 11 ves, 
an,1 whei'l . she will be f reer to pursue her own 1nterest·s. ~·: enopause can 
be a new be5 iru11ng if we let it be. 

a ear about PB.r~.3 TL ':E e.t June meetinr;. 



lllf /$ Yo11r members!,,, up fo ,J.ite?'il" *~~ ~OU ?'tCaterdt1.r -\ 
The followinz membershi p s a r e r e 
newe,ble i n July a w: Au gu s t: 
Sharon Antlerson i erry Ca rney 
Lya:'\ :2.aker Jud y Clarlr 
I·.a.rilyn CallA-ha·.1 Larion Cook 
Eileen Can er A:-ieela D1Lelle, 
Patricia Ce,rfra J;.:,1ci rea Fite 
A . Robbins ·,1e x ThomSO"l 
I~aren Unruh Ur s ula :;e,rnct 
Polly '.:1e.l ter 

3encl chequHs ( r)ayable to 
}'.ary •:i icJ{ 
2194• Ce-,1tra.l Av e. 

1 - C ~ , ~ ~ ~ 0 5 Victor a, :1. • , u,J ._.a 

0 . . 
. . 

3 ~-iAG) to: 

4,d-f~ 

l''"JI J AY 1 . · speal{e r - · .1:- ancy ::orrison 
:;•arnily Court Ju(c;e 
: iorth Vancouver 

'con c ert. 
n o-ho s t bar .,. 

SA"i'Urt• . .:AY: worl{s hops ( ten ta ti v ely 
co"rnrins, ) 
poli tic·s 

. money 
haY1.rll1:n°: SCX1 SJ11 
v10·1e:1ce 
hce,l'ch-
:bac1{_ to pa.i d wor!t 

. . . 

Our bes t c6nferenc e ever i s i n the 
wo:rk s _: 
Fla"-1 ·(low t-o attend. a nd_ brin.?-;. a. 
f'rie"'l'i o 

B.e ,sistratio~1. f orms i n the September 
newsletter. 

l•!O n ewsletters /mee tine. s Jul y a ,~-:1 

Aue,ust ( R. and J.. time). 
I f you h8,Ve a. problem anc~ a.re 
unabl~ to contact the chairperson 
o f that . areA-, 111alte con tact with 
a n.other cha.irpe r s on ( f or reroutinz ). 

J U?E 15: 

J U ·.s 1 6 : 

JUHE 211 

JU:~E 22: 

Coalition meetin~ with 
1I1e l'.' ry •·iueste :r. 
1.a pc :aelief · 13enef1 t .. 
sc::G of the SOUL. 
Con ~ere~ce committee 
meetivt5 8 p.m. 
a.ape an(J protection 
work shop 7:30 p. m. 
Es quime.lt J.cc. Centre ~ 

L 

C 

JUT.TE 23: 
527 ? raser. · 
s.oLi-.:.:s P08. :-m•-T t •.rnrm··· 2 
i n t he CH'US"rI AlT CCn::v- tTYi rr' 'Y '' 
Grace Lutheran 7,30 p.m. 1 

J U .,.E .21): SWAG ~e~eral meetinc r 
F1Ir::::I: r.:irn1 . t 

SEPT 25: ~iAG eener~l meetin~ 
VIOLE,11 CE . 

OCT. 27-28 , 7th a.n-0ual .ra.11 co:nf. . 
:·'OCUS 1:f o:,1ET ' . · 

CiiRI /.;/7:I.t~~H TY/I•'EFrn s r. ?? 
mutually exclusi ire?: · 

..,_ 

' r. 

E 
1 

c'1 iametrically .oppose1_? . 
f rnnin1 st s a n c: theolo:s1F)XtS rloYJ.' t ~ 

th1 ·•1k so .. . 
EATHY S~0 ~'1I E 
from Ce.na:~ian \Jomen /:. He11 g1o· 
Professor of Socioloc y 
University o f Sasl{. 
F:2;l · 'S LIVE5 
a ? ilm o~ how we are soc
ia11 ~e( i n to stereotype(l 
roles. 
ROLi!:S ,:;, C ,1 r;EH A ·:7 l,J ()f£U . . 
I'• THE CE~I S7Ll\.'\T c mwm-TITY 

Grace Lntbers.n ( a cross f rom · · 
Ce:1tra l Jr. Hi gh) 
J itn e 23r·1 ?t30 p.I!l. 

QUES~I Cf ~ DISCUSSION PEBIC7 

"JEiJ .PUBLICATIO> S : 
ChR,ng::i.n;; Your ' ie,me in <;anacla, -
1·'o•·· to ,~ o i '- Le 0•,,,,lly . ·3 ~O 4, • .;, Vii , , l., ,_ t 2 ~ I • J 

i nt e r national Self-Counsel Press 

I 

1 

-
l 

306 r. 25 .St., ~:orth Vancouver, '3.C. ~ 
VT ~ 2G1 
ToKar Gs a Pos itive I mage of House 
wi ves d: Tm,;arc1 s a Fo s i ti ve Irna~e of 
~omen i n Sport (free} ~ecretariat 
fo r Social ·•1evelopment, 0'1tar1o 
St a tus of 1~ omm-, Council, Jr:-1. floor, 
801 3ay St., Toronto, Ont. ~r, 5s 121 



Mhe su~mer project 1s pro3ress
i n:..: positively ••• Nith cooperation . 
rrom the Art Galley o f Greater Vic
tori~, the Provincial Archives, the 
uept . o f Hi story i ~ Art at the U~iv. 
of Vict-oria, vo,rious mnseurn ::; a.nr'. 
~allerics out s i 1e Victori a es wall 
a s numerous 1 11(1.i vi,-;l.uals. 

I n t he maki;~,.c; are sli ·1 e shows -ror 
~e~eral public presentation8 on 

,y '.-Jomen an rl the 1~rts i n i3 .C. .'.uch 
1'1forma.t1on he.s recei vec1 little to 
no attention previous ly. We hope 
the materials p:roriucer·!_ will bfJ o f 
benefit to those i n tcrestec~ 1 11 loce.l 
hi story arn1 :Jorn en's 3tu, .ies. 

innon::,:; the suojects bcin~ ,·!_ffvelop
e,~ a,rc the f ollowin 0 ; 
1. Textiles o ~"' Ee Tly i-Jorne,, oettlers 
2. Views o f iiictoria by •·-Iornon 

Painters e,r, ,~ S1-wtcher,, 
3. · lomen as P~ trons AY1C' TolUl1J.tecrs 
l.J.. ,)omen of the Isle.n ·, Arts anrl 

Crar ts Club 
t 5. Arts anr1 Craf t s by ~-., omen o f 

. 1istinct Ethnic Groups 

OT 

6. Arts and Crafts ot .. a.ti ve In<:'l_ian 
i:i omen . . 
Feriors prior to 1930 are bein~ 

t; i ven the .sreates t emphasis. /~on ::: 
the artists who are being vlewe ,·:_ 
(e.s if',e from the i l1evi table Emily 
Ce.rr:) arc 0tatira ~,ramc, -:Vheret:,a 
°\i yld e, the Crease s isters , Grace 
telvin , Caroline Yellows, l enrietta 
·,wo,'1 s ~ Ya theri "lE) Lal t woo (• , ~- ar.?Jtret 
1.1 tto, ;:..;mlly Hoo t°'c S, ~;am~.e Letti ce •••• 

Another wome.n , also s. S1,,AG 1".lember, 
will join us in July whe-11 Yathy 
J rid3e accepts a f ellowship to ~o 
to I"l.-1 ia. The new person is Anv1a 
:·.,,ranlrlin who specializes i n --P..tt ,,e 
In::o.n studies. Ghe has wor1rn '~ with 
ir . I:ar jorie i·; i tchell i n the Ar1thro

nology ',ept. at Ce,mosun Colle':'·e 2.n~ 

l'l ill e~ter the Univers ity o f' Victoria 
thi s fe.11. 

1 .. .-.,,_ art uhow of local women art
ists, preC'erably b1:JAG- :•JAG m8mbers, 
l s beinc; plarme rl as pe.rt of' the 
!St h A'1J'lual ,,iomen 's Conf eren cr~ to 
bE; hel r~ at the U·'1 i 1rers i ty of 
Vi ctoria. The i·iacFherson LibrEi.ry 
Gallery which he,s c oo·' s.ttenclence 
because o f coninn.ien ce is bc1n.::r 
reser-re 'l . The oatet, wtll be those 
preceQine anJ J ur1ne the conference 
weelrnn,1: October 20 - JO. 

Do you want to exhibit your 
wor.l-;: or r~o you know someone who 
wou1 ,1 like to exhibit? If so, 
p l ~ase contact the committee 
,;,1orki n/2" 0 ~1 th1 s show-. '.-! e can be 
reac½.e c'?. throu~h the sum!!le r 
p roject: 
i .. omen a:'lcl the l\.rts bl _. . C • . 
c/o •opt. o f ~ istory 1~ Art 
'Jn1.versity of v1 ctori:::,. 
Victorte., B.C. ,f8;J 2Y2 
!)ho·'le 477-6911 (loc13,l L!-'-!·05, 4l~77) 
o f fice Se ~ee wic~ 53. 

-~8.ncouver ( CP) - City cou:1.cil voter1 
Tucs,lay to uphol ·' its ,~_ec1 s 1on to 
re f use e. ,c;rant to t he Vancouver 
0t~_tus of ··Iornen, d.e :reat1,, .'3 three 
propo sals for ~rants or varying 
amounts. 

'Re jectioYl came a f t£!r council 
h ear ~ a presentation f ro~ Setty 
Gr een , c~airi "A ! o f the Pro-Life 
~ociety of ~.c., tho presente~ 
a h50 via me pcti tion a 11;ai11st :::rant-
1nc mo~ey to the wome~•s 3roup. 

She sai~ taxpayers Shoul~ not 
ha,re to "su!)port the ca.ropai :;ns 
o f political action groups." 

Lee Grill s , prE!Sif~ent of the 
Status of '.-/ omen , ss,1 ,1. the orr-50.Yl
iZP,tion Y1. eer!.s s Q:rA.nt because 1 ts 
prov1n.c1e.l :~rP.. t hari been cut to 
·75,000 this ycBr from ;150,000 
l ~s t year, forcing the ~roup to 
r e r1 u ce staff a.n-.i services. 



Dear i: •, .'~ckincloset · 
Thanl~ you fo:,: your sincert) com

ments TeGre.rn.inc; the tel evision aci.~ 
vertis:i.ng for our :·?mnin:l..ne Hyc;iene 
p1·odt1c ts c 

It ls a caus~ fo1· immecl.ia te 
c~once:c:n to Uf' that the a.dve:.:-tisiJ'Jg 
in question t s v~iowerl unfavcr;.1-re,bly 
b,r anyoneo He are constantly 
a;,a-~e of our resp-:-'."ls:'lbili ty not 
only to co:nsv.mers but to all who 
may be exposed to ou1· advert::.stns" 
lie feel that this stron0 sense of 
respom:dbilt ty has boen d mnonstra.tcd 
in the qm1li ·~y and p1·es-Dnta.tion 
of our products ;;.J the p u.bl i.c-. 

We chose televi8ion t0 ~J vcrtise 
tnis p8.rticula1" pr0du0t because 
we we:;.~e anxtous for you >J know 
;.:,;;_,out it tw1d tho most e f fbo·:_;.ive 
2.:rirl effiG ~u:mt m(0r1. .:. um is televisionc 

:3ased upon available ir-d.3pendent 
l ... · · ~t ~s (!onsu.me1.' rese;;i:;:-e 1 s,;~1.a::.. ct;;~ -~ , J., 

• 1,. . •• 11!",f' > • )A,c, -1.• +-l-' 0 ff"".l. ~ori ~-.. , of OUI' L., ,!.J. ~ L,;: l C-!. .;.:--!-~ 7-~~~-· ? 
neon°:le do not O~)) ·;;C~ 'cc the Etn.•• ~~~--------~ ,. "Torti ~:tnP- of ? mni.n5.:;.1.e Hye~~ 
-or,-:-c.1J,0 :f. S ,..,on-televfsic~n:-:·~n f El,C t c 

....+~11c 7lumb8r ofpeopl8 6bjeGtine to 
television adve~t i s i nB for t his 
prod uc t category i a only s l1 3n~ly 
gref::;_ter than ~;ht) nu(nbe,: ·;tir. o obJc:c t 
to televisi on advart i s\ng of any 
kindo 

In our cngoin3 a t tempts to 
ensnrt; ·i;ha~; we 0..re '.?..im.re cf the 
la'tcst consumer a t .. .;:ttucl cs~ thereby 
nintmizine; the ~~:i.sK c f 0ffe:r;_c1_1nc 
people, our resear ch studias are 
undated reguJ.arl~T ,, Any <t.lf. .. ts 1.n 
c~nsumcr att1 tuc\.0s ::::-cco::,d ecl. since 
the l a st survejl .:.~:c~ neighed tn ~)ur 
decisions I '~eai-d1 ·1g ·::;1-1.?, m,)st ap
propriate ws.y to a.c~_ve:r.ti88 our 
range of F'emlnin·e iiyg ienE: prr)ducts, 

Asa.in, thank you f::>r t~klne the 
time a11c1 interest to ge,; :i.n touch 
with usg 

~.l r-.,hnson & Johnson 

j 
uear Ls :,:1orJstrom: 

If abortion is 11 a me.tter of 
pe:c·son;;;,J. c.;o,1science, 11 and if 1 t 
must be an '' irnU victual decision, 11 
then 81:JAG has alrea1ly taken a 
stand a3a1nst those who would 
remove a wo;:nan' s right to decide. 
Certainly this stand should. be 
made publ1Cc 

Of course the necision to have 
an ~bortio~ is an indlvirrual, not 
a collective decision. 1ro one 
wan.ts a -rote that will force 
somecne -co hav~ an abortion. 
Howeve!·,, some'•::u.zht to Lifers" 
Nant to force women to continue 
unwa~ted pregnancies, even 1n 
cases of rape, thus removing the 
right of the inrli-rir:lual to decide. 

~2i gh·i::; to Lifers11 are vocal and 
nur.Jc;:-ous -. '!'hey cannot be resisted 
~ff8c:ti vely on an inrU vidual, 
person~l bas1sc They must be 
resiGteJ on a collective basis. 
If .SlriAG reme.1ns neutral on this 
issue, it fails as a feminist 
orga.ntzat::.on6 

Cbviously safe and effective 
bi :-0 th cont:r.ol is more palatable 
thl:.n abortiono But totally safe 
anf effective birth control isn't 
a.va:U .. ablf: yet, 1s it? Even if it 
were$ ;how would it help in cases 
of rape? 

l''umerous J.1 ves have been 
ruinerl by -~ _wan.ten preg-nancies. 
Unw&:ntecl. children still e.re not 
8.d equately carer1 for in mal'ly . 
in.st;e.nces throughout North Amer1c:i 
ancl t;'lc worli at lare;e. 

Please do not be wishy-washy 
on this issue. It 1s not possible 
to please everyone all the time; 
but when huuan ri~hts are at stake, 
that is the time to take a stand 
-ev:Jn if j_ t ~.s not popular w1 th 

PRO'IESTS •'\. 2155 31 vd. Pie :;:x 
7 Lontreal ~ Quebe c HlV 2E4 

everyoneo 
I hope 

decision. 
:fou will tell me your 

Carolyn r?.obe 
? ort St,. Joh11. 



:.:- ear Shirley, 
re: The Abor tion Issue 

It is my feeling that SWAG 
I!lust take a. stand 110:·J. We must 
sec to it that women have the 
choice of whether or not to 
have an abortion. 

Each . indi'IT1c1ue.l in t.h1s 
society mus t tal·rn charge of anc 
responsibility for his/her own 
life. Part of this taking 
charge entails controlling our 
own bodies. It is totally in
conceivable to me that any per
son or group of persons such as 
anti-abortionists shoulr'l even 
consider forcing their morals 
upon me or any of my sisters. 
Abortion is ·a matter of person-
al conscience, but S\- AG, repre
sentative of the rights anrl 
status of women, must champion 
the cause of abortion on demana 
in or~er that each of us -can 
choose to abort or not to abort, 
by the dictates of her conscience 
-it cannot be strcssea. · too strong
ly that it be her conscience only, 
not some moralistic ::mti-abortion
i st who will not he.ve to carry, 
rteliver' or care "for this umia;1tea 
child . -· I ca1111.bt fathom ·any 
person, on moral or al:'1-y o'ther 
grounds , advocatin~ the birth of 
an unwanted child as opposed to 
abortion. It is totally un
realistic. 

I feel compelled to bring 
up at this time one point which 
is never stressed when c1 iscuss-
1n~ abortion by such as the 
''right to life" people and that is 
the psychological results of 
carryine, · delivering and then 
givine; up a child . In my est
imation the psychological pain 
of gi vine; up e. child who . h~s 
been kic1ring in your belly for 
months woulo far out~ei ght the 
psychological damage of an 
abortion .. early in the pre~ns.ncy ~ 
This wo:ma,1;·· this person, this 

\ ' mother-to-''be i , should be the 
prime cons: .. l eration in li~ht 
of the psychological advantae;es 
of abortion as opposeu to en
deavouring to care for an un
wa:1.tecl child , or e-;i vi::'18 1 t up 
for a:loption. 

The fact that it is even con
s i dered. to disa.llow abortion on 
a emanrl makes me angry. J\!o body, 
bur 'Ylobo('l. y, has the right to tell 
another 1nc1. i vidual ho~.., to control 
her own body. I can't stress 
that point too stronGly. Abortio~ 
on demand is a rr;US'r . 

? ortv.nately, I personally do 
not have to be afraid of being 
a enier:L an abortion should I de
sire one. I have had a hyster
ectomy. ~1onetheless, as a champ
ion of women's riehts, and a fem
i n ist, I s tand up to be countecl 
in favour of abortion on demand . 
We must te.ke a stand NOW and we 
must not relent 'til we have won 
our total freedom on this issue. 

i)ear Philip: 

Yours sincerely, 
Ea.rinn Henary 

Just what are you saying 
with all that .' 7EY1Y)_g? 

"3a.ck to the lmi tting needles, 
GIRLS? 

Straight from the horse's(?) 
mouth? 

London - A British high court, 
i n what is bel 1 e'lred to be an 
unprecec.entecl legal action, 
has granted an interim injunc
tion asked by a husband seekine 
to prevent his wife from having 
an abortion. 

The ,-=i_ay her husbe.ncJ. went to 
court r. rs. Paton moved out of 
the couple's home, went to stay 
with her parents and 11'1s truc tea 
a lawyer to start divorce pro
cee(11ne;s. 

r'irs. Pa ton• s lawyer said 1 

"She is not 1n c.;ood health and 
it is because of her health 
that she wants to haire this 
abortion. 
RESULT: Joan Paton, a 29-year
olcl housewite who won a court 
case permitting her to have an 
abortion a~ainst her husband 's 
w1$he.s, lef t a Liverpool hosp
ital tou.e.y after havine the 

5 operation . 



TURKEY or- THE 

MtL couvEL-IER 

I f I 

Saanich ~ayor Eel Couvel1er 
voted. al)ainst fun11ne; the Victoria 
Rape Relief Centre Tuesc:1.ay sayin1: 
he was ,:isturbe:'l_ by what he fcl t 
was a low-cut blouse worn by a 
centre representative (~risha 
r ·ary !'-', oon). 

Couvelier was also upset at 
the fact that Rape Relief Centre 
staff spend some of their time 
in Greater Victoria schools 
lecturing both male and female 
stu,l.cnts on the r'l.ane;ers of rape. 

Trish was one of our local · 
people ,;•;rho took part in the 
demonstration aeainst Trident 
( :Sane;or, ,Jashington) • 

GOOD ;·!ORK. 
\J E CA:,T LIVE ~J ITH OUT '1' tiI1JE':-:T. 

·-A:._ f Ro G ~ A ff\ o t L,L.)(,--m e. ~ S> 

rnvs ic --l- -p~+ .Aj 

o:t ~ -~ cJ ,-f ~ u ~LAu-AJ 
- (;J_u~ -1 f~~) 

J. Ue 1<..'f oJJ€ WI= LCo/Yle l)oµr-:rnotVS r7/ 11-t'.£ /Joote_ 

=Pr-oceecJs -L Vic-roy,a, i(~.,+?J.JCet,ieY 
" 
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Pro Life= AFTI CHOICE 

Press release of J· ay 15th: J, 000 Rally for Pro-Life ••• 
"A !.others' Day anti-abortion rally stage:l by Victoria Pro-Life 
attracted between 2,500 an,t 3,000 pe,rticipants Chairman Arl8, :aemlle 
said today." 

As if the sensationalism of the actual rally wasn't enough to 
contenc1 with, now we have to contend with sensa,tionalism in esti
mations. So sorry ChairiiAi'" Arla, you got a little excited. . There 
were only between 250 to JOO anti-CHOICE (pro-life) people there. 

The organization of the rally (speaker system, police patrol, 
sensational placards, etc.) must be complimented. But (with no 
apology intem:le 1 ) the basic content and issues of the rally were 
basically borinc.; if not d.ownrie,ht offensive. · 

No c1.etail need be told as the hard-sell sensational "woro.s of 
wisdom" were all the Bame and certainly have been hcarc1 before. 
Exploitation o:f' an adopted 12-year-old "who was elad he wasn't 
swept away by abortion" anr'l a new mother stancl.ing w1 th babe 1n 
arms and "glad she cl i ,1 it" were the a d(1 e ,.l features. 

The smaller group of believers in freedom of choice as regarns 
abortion is where the attm1tion shoulrl. be focuse:-1. The strength 
and courage of the womo'Yl and men who were able to stand up e.nd 
firmly say "I believe it 1s my choice whnt I do with my bocty," 
was tremendous an.,1 heart warming . 

"All we are asltins is freedom of choice," was sung steadily 
while holdine; a banner stating ·:' reeclom of Choice (which the 
pro-lifers attempted to block out). A Sy!:!.bolic wreath of coat 
he.ne;ers which was held in front of the anti-abortion people ancJ 
the banner Freed.om of Choice ws,s · clear and got its message across. 
A woman politely attempting to speak a few words into the micro
phone was rudely refused (by a jeering pro-life crowd ) which 
further tostif~ed to the close~-mindedness of the pro-lifers. Most 
apparent was the stre!'lgth of the "freedom of choice" people beinc; 
able to stand courageously against a larger and noisier 0roup. 
After the pro'lifers marched off (in a so-called "syrnbolic march") 
to the Victoria General Hospital, a quieting circle was held which 
greatly helped to renew ~trenath and energy. · 

A distressin6 an~ confusing factor was that of being forced 
to rally against 0th.er women. Women pro-lifers who claim that women 
who are economically d1sa,l vantaged shoulrl not have a choice 1n 
rege.rc1.s to pregnancy a.re vinc1 1ct1 ve. 

The path of feminism e.n r1 sisterhood is obviously a. 11 iff1cul t 
one. We are asking for what belonr;s to us ••• our bodies. 

Caroline 



rro request a copy of i'Ta.ncy• s 
stu,-ly (available shortly) 
write to: Iliancy Goldsberry 

525 ·'ort St. 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 1E8 

"It is important to view rape an:l rape justice within a 
historical context rather than as an isolatc0 phenomenon since 
it is definerl (lifferently in various societies an'.l at j iffercnt 
historical period s. :1a.pe -"lourishes in an atmosphere of sexism 
anrl exploitation for inr':. i vi ctual or collective eain." 
(from aenec J< a s inky, "Rape: A Normal Act?", CanarUan ·::;- orum, 
September 1975, p.20.) 

The d e f ini tio~1 o f rape cl epenu s on one• s perspective. 
Changes in the le.w ancl community mores inf luence how ee.ch one 
o f us sees rape. A clee,r rape to one person is not a rape to 
another anL~ this view is rclatoJ to one's own experiences e,n a 
values. 

A o.efinition of rape as sexual penetration of a (womai's) 
vagine. -with a (man• s) penis iti thout the woman's consent, 
outsiJ e of marriaze, is the concept co,lif ier in the criminal 
co J.e of Ca:ne.c-.a. 

Beyond this c~ ef1n1 tion there are subtle and. not-so-subtle 
d 1stinctions made, base~l on concepts the.t involve appropriate 
behaviour for women and men .• 

Almost e.11 r1 ata that supports theories about"who gets 
re.pcr:"'comes from reporte~1 rapes. A woman, once haYing 1ec1cle~~ 
to report a rape is at the lip o f a funnel of events. As the 
case proceed s from police questioning through the le~al system, 
other persons have the opportunity to validate or d iscredit 
her initial 1l ecision. Since only those cases which proceec1 
throu~h this chann el are ava.ilabl~ for most stud ies a biasc,l 
vi9w of the r4pe situation is g iven. 

The hi ~hes t s tatistical estimate for a conviction rate 
on reported rapes is presently 7~ in Canada. 

A ve7:y limi tee":. amount of 1n.rormat1on is kno,·m about women 
who define experiences as rape which are never ever reported 
to the . police. ':.i:'he hi c;hest estimation of rape rcportec1. to the 
police is L~o ;,: , w~ th other estimates rane;ing from a low of 
4;{ to JOi; . A 10 .. ; rate has been quote~1. by crown attorneys in 
the jwi ic1al system and. is the f igure most of ten used by 
RCLP officers in B.C. 

Why so few rapes are reported is one of the subjects for 
d iscussion in Rape in Br1 tish Columbia. '1:'he i:1n1stry of the 
Attorney-General recently contracted Nancy Gold sberry to 
research rape in 3 .C. a:1d to propose the best programmes for 
d. ealinc; w1 th rape. 

The brief d.iscusses the men ical treatment of raped persons, 
the police and the ju0.icial system in respect to the victim of 
rape. A survey of :responses by in-i i vidual women and. e;roups of 
women, the herstory of rape relief organizations ann a sectio1-i 
on sexual abuse of chil,J ren is presented . 

The brief d iscusses the position that "women are trained 
to be rape victims." • • • "Efforts oust be t8.ken to era,l icato our 
inc ivioua.l responses to threatening situations. Specific pro
s rammes o f a.sserti voness training , emotional an ,1. physical self
d efense need. to be offere:1 in a wid e variety of settings for women." 
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:!)ear r r. Vancler Zalma 

He un-:1.erstand that 75% of all 
court-orclerea_ support payments 
to women in Canacta arc ignored 
and. that 70% of all welfare re- -l 
cip1ents in B.C. are women. ~~ e 
woul5 like verification of t he 
last ste.tistic and. a bree,kdoi-m of 
the statistics rcearcling women on J 
welfar e i.e. if they are on wel1-i . 
fare because they are not rece v ng 
(e.) e.ny support pe.yments 
(b) suff icient su:pport payments 
from the ma.rr1a0 e • s traditional 
and long-term breadwinn i n~ spouse. 

He, the .'?amily Law Com:r.ii ttee of 
th0 Status of Women in Victoria, 
have enclosoo a critique of the 
proposecl. Family Relations Amend.ment 
Act (Bill 69) of 1977, wr itten by 
the Women and the Law group of 
Victoria · (a national r;roup 111m 
ourselv~s) e.:v1d our letter sent 
to the J~ttorney-General Hon. 
G. Gardom, Q.c. 

· Yours sincerely, 
Avis Rasmussen 

Dea~ L iss Rasmussen s 

I am i n receipt of your letter re
garcl ing statistics available on 
payment of main t enance and. support 
benef its. 

Having said that, let me fur-_ 
ther point out that I have been . 
endeavouring to ref ine t i n istry · 
of Human Resources processes . . 
i n con junction with those of 
our cour t system i n an eff ort 
to ensure that maintenance 
payments are forthcoming. 

I am of the view that our en
forcement procedures are not 
sufficiently strone to assure 
that court-or:J.erca. payments 
are, in fact, made anrl we have 
bee~ tryine to find a vehicle 
that would assure that these 
benefits are provided . 

While I cannot 1ndice.te to you 
how many ,;·mlf are recipients are 
entitle0 to maintenance payments, 
an informal survey would inQi
cate that e majority of female 
single parents recei ,,1ne; Income 
Assistance woulc't fall into this 
cate~ory. 

~here is a further complication 
i n that the courts seem to per
sist in their habit of granting 
only the .100. per month main
tonance payment that is exempt 
under hin1stry of Hv.rnan Resources 
Income Assistance regulations. 

This has been c, oYie rJ.esplte the 
f act that a spouse, 1n many 
instances, can afford to pay 
much more. 

I am sorry that I ca.n;1ot provi,-ie 
you with any <lata on the pcr
centae;e of court-ordered support 
payments since this :1oes not fall 
under my jurisdiction, and I am 
not sure 1 t 1s even ava.ila.ble 
from ·the office of the Attorney
Gcneral~ 

I would certainly welcome any 
i deas that you have on how we 
mi eht malrn the latrn more enforce-

I aolc and look f orward to your 
-- f uture comments. 

I encourac;e you to mal{e such a 
request of the Hon. Garde Garr.lorn I 
to Lleteri11ine i f this kind of inform-
ation is available . · , 

q 

Yours sincerely, 
~-Im. F. i:rander Zalm 



Dear I~r. Vander Zalm: 

In reference to your letter in which 
you, too, cxp+essed concern at weak 
enforcement procedures for court
ordereo. pa.ymcnts a nd. tho rcsul t 
in a bur1 en on welfare coffers, 
there are two procedures that could 
be effective. 

The Family Law workshop at the 
Justice Council Symposium of 1,:-ov. 
4-6, 1977 propose:l resolution -¥121 
"Be it resolved that sn automatic 
enforcement of maintenance or(lers 
Cana~a-witl e be establisheu with 
the collections to be enforced by 
the -0epartni.ent of "':at1onal Revenue 
payable to the custodial parent, 
guardian or dependent spouse." 

This was passed. by the en.tire 
Symposium. It had been intro
duced by an accountant who was no 
uoubt aware of tho necessary 
chan12·es to the income tax laws. 
The USA made changes in their 
income tax laws to accomodate the 
eight states that have Com..~unity 
of Property laws. 

A court ordered. payment should be 
court enforced . This is r1one in 
Scotland . (See The Family an::1 the · 
Law, by r,. Puxon, I0,8.inte!lancc and 
Property, part four, Ch. 2, Pen-
8Uin 1963.) The courts should 
be respons ible for collecting the 
payments a~a. payin~ the person 
for whom the money wa s spccificrt , 
Then the courts woul(J know whether 
their laws were boine; uphel-c-: . 
Otherwise court orders are an 
expensive, meanin~less exercise; 
expensive and time consumin~ not 
only f: o·r ·the court·s bu.t al so for 
the clients who have other respons
ibilities, namely children. 

In this ·way the courts would truly 
act as a mediator to see that just
ice was carried out and. ensure 
the spouse is maa e responsible for 
her or hi o f e.m1ly. 

JO 

The cost of supporting one famil~ 
should not be dtllrlper1. onto Welfare . 
by a spouse well able to support _ 
the family, i n order to start 
another family. Th1s is happen-
ins at a rapid rate in Victoria; 
~"or a woman who has not worked·· 
outs1 c!.e the home for ten to JO · 
years it is usually impossible 
for her to find a job to support 
herself o.:nci her children for much 
above subsistence level. Welfare 
allows her to look after her child- 1 

ren herself which 1s important for 
the chilc.rcn • s emotional welfare 
when one parent has left. Why 
should c~ildren be penalize~ be
cause their parents are separ-
ated or oivorced ? 7 oster par-
ents receive a suitable amount 
of ~500 or so per month per 
child . Cour t-or,~.ere~. support 
pa yments can be as 11 ttle as ;>50. 

Your ministry mi eht also address 
itself to one basic cause of 
women needine: w0lfare, to the 
fact that a woman who works in 
the home, bears and looks after 
her children, i s not recoznizcd 
to be work1nc; or as of any econ-
omic value i n our society. She 
1s, however, doing one of the 
most important jobs in our society, 
an i ntensive, responsible job 
with no con1renicnt hours. A 
marric11 woman i n B.C. 1s also 
consi 1.erecl lce;0.lly ince.pable 
( seCJ :?unc1.amentals of Canadian 
Law, t" , A. Chapman, LcGraw Hill, 
1974, ch. 8 ) together with Forth 
American I nd ians, Enemy Aliens 
and Convicts . unaer the present 
marriage law a married woman is 
only cnt1:tlcd to support from 
her husband 111 the form of food, 
clothing and shelter for which 
she ~ust remain sexually faith-
ful ani keep his house; in 
short, she is a chattel. Many 
wo~en today arc not intereste1 
in be1ne regarded as such. 



- If marriage was by law con siderecl 
a partnership recognizing that 
both partners contribute equally 
to the family unit re~ar.dless of 
role, if community of property 
joint me.nagoment was effective 
upon marria~c the regard of one 
spouse toward the other ana of 
both spouses toward marriage as 
a truly important commitment 
coupled with economic responsi
bilities would be much c:reatcr 
resultinc in less dopena ency on 
the :;:over'1.ment for help. 

The ?amily Law ComJni ttce on the 
Status of Women was pleas ed by 
your response to our letter but 
was surprised that statistics 
correlating welfare recipients 
to maintenance payments ha~ not 
been considere~ before, We hope 
tho above iQeas will prove useful. 

Yours sincerely, 
r s Avis Rasmussen 

Thanli,: you for your further cor
respondence recardin~ maintenance 
collection. 

I founc'i your comments thought 
provoking ana appreciate this 
ad ditional cons1 ::'l erat1on. 

Sincerely, 
Hm. V. Vander Zalm 

i""AY 20. 
VAT-:COUVER ( CP) Unifi eel family 
courts must be establisher, a.mi 
matrimonial propf~rty le.ws ref orme.-'! 
before no-fe.ul t J. i vorcc laws art1 
broucht before Parliament, Justice 
hinister don Basford said 7 riday. 
,;,amily la.w reform in Cana:Ja is 
co!T1.plicate:l by the fact the.t Parl
iamcn-i:; he.s juris<: ict1o:n over me.rr
iae;e ant i :11 vorce while tho provin
ces have ju=is~iction over matrim
onial property ana civil riehts 
issues. 

THE LATSBT SCAPEGOATS 

Human Rights in B.C. could be 

further erode1 by recent leeislat

ion i ntroclucec'l in the House. People 

in our province coulrl be faceri with 

compulsnry confh1ement for up to 

three years without a criminal 

chareo. If the add icts go now, who 

will he next? 

WRI~E YOUR !<' .L.A. 

TOROHTO (CP) 
Routine is killine marr1a3es, says 
the president of the O~tario Assoc. 
of ~-iarr1age anr1 -.,amily Counsellors. 
" i\ orc anc) more couples are boring 
each other into r1ivorce," Claucle 
Gul r-lner, a Kitchener, Ol\it., sex 
therapist an:i counsellor said in a 
recent intcr1r1ow. 
He rcconimenc-1. ed periodic separations 
as one remedy. 

YOU'VE COJ!.E A LOr G :iAY 3A:RY ?????? 

LCN0ON- Brit1sh-ma~e chastity belts 

are in cl eme.nr all 01rer the world. 

The iro~ contraptions weieh nearly 

fi vc pouncl s each, fit arounn the 

waist a.nrl between the lerrs an<l are 

lockei at the fro~t with a padlock. 

\-J::!El.E' S THE GPAVOL ? 



(lfl 
\'!HAT PRICE HOUSEWIFE? 
OTTAWA (CP) MP 1 s put the economic 
value of housework at between $5 ,300. 
and $10,900. a year during Commons 
debate Friday on whether housewives 
should get pay or pensions. 

"I would find it difficult t o put 
a price on my wife 1 11 said Jim McGrath , 
Conservative social affairs critic, 
adding that he could never replace 
Margaret's maternal influence on his 
family. 

"But if I were to lose her, I 
would have to pay $10,000. a year t o 
a housekeeper." She would be eligible 
at age 65 for Canada Pension Plan 
benefits. 

McGrath, father of six children, 
advocated the government deduct extra 
CCP contributions from the working 
spouse - usually the husband - to 
rnake housewives eligible for retire
ment pensions. 

McGr~th was one of four male MPs 
debating a private members motion by 
Adrien Lambert (SC - Bellechasse) 
proposing the government consider some 

financial benefit to housewives. 
McGrath, MP for St. John"s East, 

called the idea "simple justice." 
Charles Dionne (SC - Kamouraska) 

led the discussion, declaring "no 
mother leaves her children without 
having to." 

"They admit they would prefer to 
stay home but they need the money," 
said the father of six, arguing 
benefits of some kind were necessary 
to entice women to stay home. 

Frank Philbrook (L - Halton) said 
housework "is a very satisfying role to 
many women," but later he said modern 
society "has made motherhood a lonely, 
isolated state." 

He quoted studies putting the value 
of housework at $5 ,300. annually for a 
mother with one child between age 12 
and 17. The work of a wife caring for 
four children, one less than a year old 
was $8 ,400. a year. 
Reprinted from the Victoria Times 

June 3, 1978 

WOMEN'S VOICES, CHILDREN'S ECHOES 

Shirley Wilde, Real Estate Agent 

"Who'd want to be a realtor? After 12 years in the business there are times 
when I ask myself this very question. I suppose lack of real estate knowledge, 
challenge, the desire and need to make money were the motives behind me acquiring 
my real estate licence . 

During my working years I've have two career and two jobs. The jobs provided 
the financial means to enter two different careers. Before I married I served 
seven years with the R.C.A.F. I started out as a policewoman and retired as a 
special investigator. Twin sons kept me running in circles until they were 
enrolled in school - at that time I entered real estate. 

Both careers were equal pay and equal opportunities. In real estate the opportun_: 
ities are unlimited as long as your energy lasts, if the economy is buoyant and 
the industrial base of the community is s9lid. There are no restrictions on 
women in real estate that I am aware of. 

I've sold commercial and residential properties, vacant lots, farms and acreages. 
I've subdivided land for myself and for clients - mind you on a small scale. I;ve 
served as a Director of the Society of Real Estate Salesm-sn and have been involved 
with committees. 

/'1-
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Shirley Wilde - cont. 

My philosophy on responsibility and accountability keeps me involved in many 
things besides being a wife , mother, real tor and member of organizations . I've 
always felt women should get involved in decision making at all levels when it 
concerns the family, home and thecommunity, Instead of letting someone else 
decide what is best for me I'd prefer to decide myself . 

In case I've made real estate sowad like a bed of roses let me con~lude by saying 
real estate is like farming - you have to make hay while the sun shines because it 
is either feast or famine! 

Diane Prior, Government Employee 

My life took a turn two years ago when as a married person I was chalked up as 
another statistic of those classified as separated. 

First thing to do was get a job . Having two children to support needed a substantial 
amount of money plus security of having an income . 

Second, finding babysitters for one school age and one pre- school child . For my 
pre-schooler, daycare was the answer . For my grade one child numerous after
school babysitters - one that taught my child how to leap out of windows,another 
who locked my child out of the house so as to entertain her company and satisfy 
her appetite on anything in the refridgerator, yet another who chose to brow- beat 
~y child thus setting in numerous insecurities . For the past nine months my 
children have been very adE .uately looked after by a woman I went to school with. 
To her I owe a great deal of gratitude for all she has done for my chil&ren and 
myself. 

Having my own income means that I now know exactly how much money I have to deal 
with. Necessities are looked after first - always . I know that what I have in 
the cupboard is enough to last till next pay day . I know that each and every 
household bill is paid monthly, on time . I know that when I can afford something 
extra, I will spend wisely. I feel that I have gained a great deal of respect for 
the dollar, having learned how to manage the finances and make ends meet . 

Having ambition is setting goals for yourself and being persistent enough to 
achieve them. I have just found out that I have been accepted into another 
position with a training program for which I competed. I shall apply myself and 
before long hope to step up tomore responsible positions, thus creating a good 
future for myself in the work force and meeting the needs of my employer . 

Tracy Porter - age 16, High School Student 

As far back as I can remember my mother has worked wbile raising a family. Has 
this affected me in any way? Yes, it certainly has . 

My mother's responsibility towards a job has created my independence. I have 
never felt lonely and afraid when I got home from school and my mother wasn;t 
there to greet me with a plate of my favourit~ cookies in one hand and a nice 
tall glass of cold milk in the other . It has never been that way. I know my way 
to the cookie jar and the refridgerator . More important than that, I know my 
chores and should get them done . 

She hasn't agreed to sit me down on my wedding day and tell me her secrets of 
getting rid of ajax grit in the bathroom sink or the best way toscrub the toilet 
bowl so that all the rust stains flush away . As a matter of fact she has tried 

13 



Tracy Porter - cont. 

to veer me away from an early marriage a.J:ld. towards a career in which T can make 
myself happy. 

I am not trying to place my mother on a pedestal by saying how great it is that 
she can hold down a .job, have time for her various activities, take care of two 
kids and worry about two more. Life is not a Geritol commercial. But I am 
writing this so it becomes more otvious to the reader what kind of individual I 
am. At sixteen, I'm not a whining, snivelling brat who plans on two kids after 
an early marriage. I have goals that will make my happy, and as far as marriage 
goes - who wants to settle down to drudgery before 25 at least. 

That's what a working mother has done for me. 

Margaret Patten - age 23, University student 

The term 'working mother' is a somewhat erroneous one since all devoted mothers 
work very hard, be it in the home or in the outer work force. Simply being a 
mother is a twenty-four hour a day job. 

During my lifetime my mother has never been a part of this outer work force and 
therefore I find it easier to see the advantages of this arrangement. 

There are the obvious benefits of having a mother who spends her days at home: 
eg. having the meals made, having the washing done, being taken care of when sick, 
etc. but I think that the greatest benefits come during the critical years of 
early childhood. In my opinion, no young child should arrive home to an empty 
house. Didn't you ever come home crying during those early years and be 
comforted by your mother? The raising of children is possibly the greatest 
responsibility and the greatest enjoyment of life. I would never, except of 
course through necessity, give up the chance to be a full-time participant in my 
children's lives as my mother has been in mine. 

I fully realise that in many cases a woman works because she has to. However 
if a mother works simply because of an urge to feel useful rather than out of 
economic necessity I would suggest that she consider a few hours of volunteer 
work per week. This can be done while children are in school and there are 
certainly always organizations that desperately need the help. 

I wish to reiterate that I am basically in favour of working women. My only wish 
is that these women be able to spend the greatest amount of time possible with 
their children, especially during the young years •. Too many parents, both men 
and women, spend very little time with their children. This is a very great 
shame. I hope to be available to oversee the upbringing of my children and to 
offer to them the set of values and morals which I hold to be true. 

I wish that all children could enjoy the benefits, both physical and psychological 
that I have experienced in having a mother who works very hard, but in the home 
and for her family. 

Kelly Porter, Chartered Accountant Student 

In May of 1976 I w.ent to w-:.1rk as a teller at one of Victoria's larger and more 
successful financial institutions. Like any other operation where the management 
positions are dominated by men, I was given the old 'you can advance as far as you 
like in this firm, regardless of your sex' routine. 
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Kelly Porter - cont. 

Advancement for any woman hired as a teller i s even more difficult when you soon 
find yourself competing with male tell ers (alias ' management trainees') . 

A typical example is an accountant position another male and I were ' competing' 
for. We both put in hours we weren't paid for in order to train for the job , 
but afterwards it became difficult ~o determine which one of us was the success
ful candidate~ He was awarded the position and the salary that went with it while 
I stayed after work each night completing the work l oad he couldn't handle . It 
makes one wonder why he was awarded the job in the first place since I had two 

years of university compared to his gr ade twelve and I could handle the work whil e 
he could not. 

Don't you ever wonder why you never see your friendly neighborhood teller after 
six month of service? Bankers will tell you the reason for the high turn over 
in staff is women leaving to get married nr travel. They neglect to men tion the 
pitiful salaries and lack of meaningful advancement. 

I lasted 15 ~onths. During that time numerous males came and went as managers , 
loans officersetc. always to higher and greater rewards while the females who 
trained them stayed in their little wickets . 

Today I am a waitress while taking a chartered accountant course . I make almost 
as much money in tips a month as I made in salary i n my tell ers c.age • . You wonder 
why bank workers are starting to organize unions - could it be they finally see 
the worth of solidarity? 

Do you know that at the Bank of Montreal a t Royal Oak a woman who spent 15 years 
working for the bank was fired for trying t o s t art a un i on . Fifteen years of very 
satisfactory work,fired when she was not very many years of f retirement. If you 
are looking for a female ghetto start with your bank , but don 't l ook for me there , 
I would rather be in a non-status wa itress job than in a white-collar pl"'ison . If 
I ever go back to working for a bank it will be as a well paid auditor , I hear 
that's the up and coming fi eld for women ever since the B. C. gove!nment hired a 

female Auditor-General. I wonder if she started in a bank ? 

Carole Day - age 23, government employee 

As the daughter of a 'working mother ' I feel I have a great deal more respect and 
admiration for the woman who is my mother and friend than I would have, had she 
stayed home to push a vacuum around . 

The children of iworking mothers' l earn at an early age what the word responsibility 
means. They are expected to pitch in and help, and hel ping gives a child a f eeling 
of pride at being given the responsibility and being trusted enough to do a ' grown
ups' job. 

Those whb beli.eve that the children of working mothers are neglected and unloved 
believe a myth. I never feit neglected and unloved, if I came home from school 
and my mother wasn't there. My mother a l ways took time to spend with us . I 
always felt needed and loved . · . 

I have als o found, very recently in fact, that working mothers have a much broader 
outlook on life than those who stay a t home. Their ideals seem to change with 
the times rather than grow stale with age and lack of understanding. At the age of 
23, I can talk openly to my mother about my personal life, and I feel proud to call 
my mother my closest friend. Can the chi ldren of non- working mothers do the same? 
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