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- NEXT MEETING .
PRIME TIME
CEDAR MKL REC
JunNE 26, 3 Am,

EVERYONE WELCOME.




The Victorla Status of liomen
Action Group was formed in 1671
in order to work for the imple-
mentation of the Report of the
Royal Commission on the Status

of iomen, to foster public know-
ledge of the richts and status of
women, and to promote full part-
icipation of women in social,
economic and political life.

SUAG 1s a voluntary group,
recsistere? as a socliety, with
an executive elected annually.

President shirley Jordstrom
1429 onterey Ave.
593-6485 V83 47Q
Vice- Gwen ostokes
President 1160 Greenwood Ave,
(procrammes) 383-2502 9A 501
Vice- Avis Rasmussen
President 3050 Uplands Hdd.
(pro jects) 508-3188 VB8R 634
Secretary Susan Goldwater
1422 Wende R4,
L77-8385 V8P 3T5
Treasurer Betty Rozon
#3 - 4391 Torquay Fl.
L77-55L3 vV8i¥ 3L3
Fembership Fary Dick :
Chair 2194 Central Ave.
598-1722 V8S 2R5
Past Mimi Robertson
President 1149 Wychbury Ave.
385-8680 VOA 5L1

KEETINGS/WORKSHOPS

SWAG meets the fourth Londay of
each month (except when it falls
on a holiday) at the Cedar Hill
Community Centre, 3220 Cedar
Hi1ll Road, at 8:00 p.m.

“Workshops#Coffee*Guest Speakers#

COIlITTEES

Members are encouraged to focus
their enerzies on one or more
committees. This is where the
real work of SWAG goes on. You
need not be an expert. Call one
of our chairpeople and offer
your serviceS.ee.

CHAIRS

Ffamily Law Tirginia lcCaffrey
3512 Plymouth St.
598-7228 V8P bLXxu

Education Linda Plcclotto

1863 7eltham Rd.
L77-3576

Horrie Preston
756 Fonterey Ave,
598-1390

Caroline legeson
1616 “ernwood
382-0866

Human Rights

Health

Diana Butler
2149 Granite
598-6964

Labour

Herstory Linda Gillligan
601 lMNoss St.

38L-6629
MENZERSHIP

Your membership entitles you to
a subscription to SWAG NEWS:

-a completely volunteer effort
dependent upon your contributions
-poens, articles, opinions,
reports...

all feminist material welcome,

NEWSLETTER: Lois Vickery
552 Victoria Ave,
598-1704
Typist: Heather Sidor
Gestetner: Barb Wozny
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Lvery woman will experience menopause., Coasidering that Tact, it is.
surprising and disturbing to note that for most people menopause is
still very much a taboo subject, 2nl as such, there is little discussion
or information sharinz about it. ‘

Soclety has conveniently misplace’ women in mil-life by emphasizinc
the glories of youth and the positive attachments that cen come from
being: not wrinkly, not zreyhaired, not sascinz an® not menopausal.

The stereotype of o menopausal woman is not plcasant. The a’ jectives
often used to describe her incluie bitchy, irrational, moody, temper-
rmental and Jepressed., ‘e are lei to believe that one day we will walke
with a hunchback, hair ~rowincs on ouvur chin, full of wrinkles, greyhalred,
overwelsht an® depressel,

The changes don't happen overaight but there are hormonal chanres
that occur over a periol ol ten to twenty years., Durine puberty, our
estrogen level was slowly rising ani we began to see and feel changes in
our bolies, I[enopause offers the opposite - our estrozen level slowly
declines and as such, we also see an? feel changes in ourselves, Vost
women <o not evPerlence severe or lsruptlive mcnopauvsal symptoms., How-
ever, when a woman enters the menopause she is un'eniably confrontes
with the fact that she is gettine olcder and can no longer have children,
As well, menopause comes at a2 time in a2 woman's 1life that usuelly coin-
ciies with other mio-1life events (crises).

i‘dsinformation and lack of information have for so long cloudel dis-
cussion about menopause. owever, in the last two years some books and
pamphlets have been written 2iving current and accurate information.
Lxposure 1n the medla has been slicht but it's a first step. Additlonal
steps are 4in many ways up to indivicual women to take, It is very
important that women talk with one another and share their own experiences
about menopause. The more s women knows about menopause, the less she
will be afraid of what is happening to her. The more informed she 1s,
the better able she will be to make ‘ecisions regariing her medical
and psycholozical conditions. The more she is able to talk with other
women her own age, the more reassured she will become that she is not-
alone.

Hand in hand with dispensing information and sharing experlences
nust come a challenge to soclety recariing older women. +“e must really
begin to feel that there is nothing wrong with graying hair, getting
wrinkles...getting older. lDenying azing is a losing and frultless game.
To be fair to,ourselves we must acknowledgze end support older women by
recognizine that they do have specific neeis and by encouracing them in
their efforts to become more useful an respecte’ membhers of soclety.

enopausc is oaly o1e part of the picture,
‘There is'no reason why a woman shouldn't look forward to her menopausal

years 28 a time when she will be free (at last) from the hassles of birth
control, when her children will be (hopvefully) leaﬂing their own lives,
a1l when she will be freer to pursue her own interests. Yenopause can

be a new bteginninzg i we let it be.
™
Hear about PRIVIE TII'E et June meetlng, g%%atf
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The following memberships are re-

newsble in July an? Augusti:
Sharon Anderson “erry Carney
I'yar Daker Judy Clark

Farion Cook
Anmela DiLlelle
Andrea Pite
Rex Thomso=n

arilyn Callahan
Eileen Caner
Patricia Carfra
A. Robbins

Laren Unruvh Ursula varnet
Folly uelter

Send cheques (payable to SIAG) tos
Fary Llck Y\g
21¢k Central Ave. A&«iﬁ
Victoria, 3.C. V33 2 5 ‘4
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R31UAYs, - speaker rsancy .lorrison
; damily Court Ju’se
liorth Vancouver
‘concert .
no-host bar .
SATURLAY: workshops (tentatively
covering)
politics
. money
handling sexism
violence
. health

back to paid work

Oour best conference ever is in the

woxrks, -

Flan now %o attend. anl bring a
frieni.

Registration forms in the September

newsletter. b

4% 2590 45 95 35 4 e s 2
oI dngs

o newsletters/meetincs July and
August (R. and i. time).

If you have a problem and are
unable to contact the chalirperson
of that. area, make contact with
another chairperson (for reroutinz).

HAVL*,A GCCD SUMNMER
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s Coalition meetine with
Terry Wuester.
JU % 163 Rape “elief Renefit ]
SCiG of the SCUL. t
JUNE 213 Conference committee t
meeting 8 p.m. e 4
JUIL 22: dape and protection . ¢
- workshop 7:30 p.m. ‘
Esquimalt lec. Centre’ &
527 Traser. :
JUNE 23: ROLES FOR MEN & WOMEYM <

in the CHRISTIAIT CCHMUNWITY®

Grace Lutheran 7:30 p.m. i
JU'E 26; SUAG ceneral meetins r
FRIVE TIVE, t
SEPT 253 OSUAC genersl meeting I®
VICLENCE., r

0CT, 27-28: 7th snnual rell conf.
POCUS WOMEW, - €
1
* SIS w < P £
CHRISTIAVITY/FEVIVISH?? . »

P

mutually exclusive? '

'1ametrica11y ovposed? .

Some feminists and theolozlans don't:
think so.

13ARs  KATHY STORRIE (
from Cena’ian ‘omen & Rellzio
Professor of Soclology
University of Sask,. :
SEZs  FE-'S LIVES :
2 Tilm on how we are soc- |
ialize’ into stereotype: (
roles, : X
ROLES 7C2 [IEM ATD WONEY x
IV . THE FDI STIAY CO"U“ITY-~ i
Crace Lutheran (across from P
Central Jr. Hich)
Jane 23r7  7:30 p.nm. f
QUESTTCV 2 “TSC""SIO” PERICD
PxDRDRE L +E HERE R DT S Dl SV R
WEN.PUELIC&TIOA&:
Changzin~ Your sme in Canada -~
How to o 1t Legally 3.50
Infcrnational Self-Counsel Press
306 i, 25 5t., lorth Vancouver, 2.C.
V7 2G1

Towards a Fositive Imase of House-
wives ¢ Towardis a Fositive Tmace of
domen in sSport (free) Osecretariat
for Soclilal "evelopment, Cntario

Status of Women Council, 3rd floor,
801 Bay St., Toronto, Ont, ¥SS 121




SECRETARY C™ STATE SUNMFER GRANT MEWS

e surmer project 1s progress-
ing positively...with cooperation.
from the Art Gelley of Greater Vic-
torie, the Proviwcial Archives, the
vept, of History in Art at the Uaiv,
of Victories, various mmseums and
salleries outsiide Victoria as well
as nomerous individuals,

In the mekinc~ are slide shows for
zeneral public presentations on

wy #omen and the arts in 2.C. Juch
information has received little to
no attention previously. We hope
the materizals producer will be of
henefit to those interested in locsl
history and iomen's Gtudies.

Amoniz the subjects beins ‘evelop-

are the following:

Textiles of Lorly omen bettlers

Views of Victoria by ‘iomen

Painters and Sketchers

women as FPeatrons ané Volunteers

Women of the Island Arts and

Crafts Club

ed
1.
24
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WOVET ARTISTS

An art show of local women art-
ists, preferably SWAG-WAC members,
is beins plammed as part of the
fth A'muel somen's Conference to
be hel’ at the University of
Viectoria. The iiackherson Library
Gallery which has goo! attendence
because of convenience is beinz
reservel., The dJdates will be those
preceling and during the conference
weekenls Cctober 20 - 30.

Do you want to exhibit your
work or <o you know someone who
woul<t like to exhidblit? If so,
nlease contact the committee
workine on this show. e can be
reached throuch the summer

pro jects
homen and the Arts in R,C..
c/o ept. of Fistory in Art

University of Victorie

Victoria, R.C. V8W 2Y2

phoie 477-6911 (local 4h05, LL77)
office Sedgewick 53,

Arts and Crafts by (omen of
sistinet Lthalce Groups

Arts and Crafts of {ative Indlian
omen . ,

Feriods prior to 1930 are being
given the sreatest emphasis. Arons
the artists who are being viewe:!
(eside from the inevitable uuilly
Cerr!) are statira 'rame, Thereca

t Se
6.
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Wwylde, the Crease slsterc, Grace
lLelvin, Caroline ‘“ellows, Hdenrietta

Woods, Katherine iialtwood, largaret
Eitto, Emily Voods, iiaude Lettice..s.
Another women, also a SLAG member,
will join us in July when Yathy
Eridge accepts a fellowship to ~o
to India. The new person is Ana
“ranklin who specializes in atilve
Inian studies. She has worke: with
Jre. .arjorie ilitchell in the Anthro-
nolocy Tept. at Camosun Collece and
will enter the miversity of Victoris
this fall,
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Tancouver (CP) - City council voted
Tuesday to upholi its decision to
refuse a grant to the Vancouver
otatus of “omen, defTeatin~ three
proposals for grants of varying
amounts,

Re jection came after council
hear! a2 presentztion from Setty
Green, chaliri’A’ of the Pro-Life
osociety off R,C., who presented
a2 153 name petition asainst srant-
in~ money to the women's group.

She saill taxpayers shovld not
have to "support the campalrns
oi' political action groups.”

Lee Grills, president of the
Status of lomen, sail the orsen-
ization needs 2 grant because its
provincliel crant had been cut %o

75,000 this yesr from "150,000
last year, forcing the <roup to
re’uce staff ani services.
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Dear ;. sckincloses®

Thank you for your slncere com-
nents regarding the television ad-
vertising for our “eminine Hygiene
products.

It is a cause for immediate
concern to ua that the advertising
in question is viewed unfavourably
by anyone, We are constantiy
aware of our respoasibliity not
only to consumers but to all who
may be exposed to cur advertising.
We feel that this strong sense of
responsibility has been demonstrated
in the quality and piresantatlion
of our products to the public.

We chose television to sdvertlise
this particular product because
we were anxious for you “o know
shout 1t and ths most effectlve
end efficient medium is televislion.

3a3ed upon avallable irdspendent
consumer research stodies, it 3s
sur beilef that the majorily of
neople do not oblech tc the 2.0 - ?
vertising of -~eminine Hygiene
Drocnets on television, n fact,

e numbar of peop.s ovjecting to
television advertising for thls
product category 1s only allantly
grester than the numbesr who cbject
to television advertising of any
kind.
in our cngoing attempts to
ensure tha’t we are aware cf the
jatest consumer atiitudes, thereby
minimizing the »isk of offending
people, our research studias are
updated regularly. Any shifts in
consumer attitudes recorded since
the last survey are welghed in our
decisions ragerding tha most ap-
propriate way to advertise our
range of Feminine ilyziene proqugts,
Acain, thank you for taking the
time and interest to get in touch
with us.
Johnson & Johanson
PROTESTS:\ 2155 Blvd. Fle IX
i ; lontreal, Quebec

HiV 2E4

Yoo gt
G gay e auii e vl |
e, s H (CD:D)

ear i.s Nordstrom: .

If abortion is "a matter of
persounat conscilence,” and if it
mast be an "individual decision,”
then SUAG has alrealy taken a
stand against those who would
remecve a woman'®s right to declde.
Certainly this stand shoul?d be
made public.

Of course the decision to have
an abortion is an indlviduel, not
a collective decision. No one
wants a vote that will force
scmecne te have an abortion.,
However, some"“Richt to Lifers”
want to force women to continue
unwar:ted vpregnancies, even in
cases of rape, thus removing the
right of tThe individual to decide,

*Iuoht to Lifers'are vocal and
numerous. They cannot be resisted
gffectively on an individual,
rersonal basis. They must be
resisted on a collective basis.

If SWAG remeins neutral on this
issue, it fails as a Teminist
organization.

Cbvicusly safc and effective
tirth control is more palatable
then abortion. But totally safe
an’ effectlve birth control isn't
available yet, is it? Even If 1t
were, show would 1t help in cases
of rape? : -

umerous lives have been
ruined by urwanted pregnancies.
Unwanted children still are not
adequately cared for in many.
instences throusghout Vorth America
and the world at large. - !

Piease do not be wishy-washy
on this issue. It 1s not possible
To please everyone all the time;
but when human rights are at stake,
that is the time to take a2 stand
-even ifT 1t is not popular with
everyone,

I hope you will tell me your
decision.

Carolyn Robe
7ort S8t. John

*



Lear Shirley,
re: The Abortion Issue

It is my feeling that SWAG
must take a stand [0, We must
see to it that women have the
choice of whether or not to
have an abortion.

Each individuwal in this
soclety nust take charge of and
reuponsibility for his/her owm
life. Part of this taking
charge entalls controiling our
own bodies. It is totally in-
conceivable to me that any per-
son or group of persons such as
anti-abortionists should even
consider forcing their morals
upon me or any of ny sisters.
Abortion is a matter of person-
al conscience, but SWAG, repre-
sentative of the rivhto and
status of women, must champlon
the cause of abortion on demand
in orier that each of ue can
choose to abort or not to abort,
by the dictates of her consclence
-it cannot be stressed too strong-
ly that it be her conscience only,
not some moralistic anti-abortion-
ist who will not have to carry,
deliver or care for this unwanted
child, I ecannot fathom any
person, on moral or any other
grounds, advocating the birth of
en unwanted child as opposed to
abortion. It is totally un-
realistic,

I feel compelled to bring
up at this time one point which
is never stressed when discuss-
ing abortion by such as the
“right to 1life" people and that is
the psychological results of
carrying,: delivering and then
giving up 2 child. In ny est-
imation the peychological pain
of zivinzg up a2 child who has
been kicking in your belly for
months would far outweight the
psychological damage of an
abortion: early in the presnancy.
This woman, this person, this
mother-to- be. shoul: be the
prime consi ieration in light
of the psycholOgical advantages
of abortion as opposed to en-
deavouring to care for an un-
wanted child, or giving it up
for ajoption.

The fact that it 1s even con-
‘sidered to disallow abortion on
deman’ makes me angry. Nobody,
bur nobody, has the right to tell
another individual how to control
her own body. I can't stress
that point too strongly. Abortion
on demand 1s a MNUST.

Portunately, I personelly o
not have to be afraid of being
denied an abortion should I de-
sire ones. I have had a hyster-
ectomy. :‘onetheless, as a champ-
ion of women's richts, and a fem-
inist, I stand up to be counted
in favour of abortion on demand.
e must take a stand HOW and we
must not relent 'til we have won
our total freedom on this issue.

Yours sincerely,
larina Hendry

Dear Philip:
Just what are you saying
with 211 that YEYing?

3ack to the knitting needles,
GIRLS?

Straight from the horse's (?)
mouth?

VRS PRV VRV S VS VS |

London - A British high court,
in what is believed to be an
unprececented legal action,

has granted an interim injunc-
tion asked by a2 husband seeking
to prevent his wife from having
an abortion.

The day her husbanc went to
court I'rs. Paton moved out of
the couple's home, went to stay
with her parents and instructed
a lawyer to start divorce pro-
cee’ings.,

lirs. Paton's lawyer said:
"She is not in good health and
i1t is because of her health

that she wants to have this
abvortion.
BESULT: Joan Paton, a 29-year-

old housewife who won a court
case permitting her to have an
abortion a2gainst her husbhand's
wishes, left a2 Liverpool hosp-
ital today after having the

operation.
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MEL COUVELIER

v “Did you see hey i
blouse for gods Sake

1 Sagnich Fayor iKel Couveller
voted asainst Tunding the Victoria
} % Rape Relief Centre Tuesday saying
he was disturbed by what he felt
was a low-cut blouse worn by a
centre representative (Trishsa
‘ i'ary Moon).
7 Couvelier was also upset at
\\ the fact that Rape Reliel Centre
A staff spend some of their time
/ in Greater Victoria schools
lecturing both male and female
stuients on the dangers of rape.
Trish was one of our local
people who took part in the
demonstration against Trident
(Bangor, wWashington).
GOCD WORK.
WE CAN LIVE WITHOUT TRIDEWNT
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Pro Life = AITI CHOICE

Press release of lay 15th:s 3,000 Rally for Pro-Life...

"A iothers' Day anti-abortion rally stagei by Victoria Pro-Life
attracted between 2,500 and 3,000 participants Chairman Arle Rendle
sald today."

As if the sensationalism of the actual rally wasn't enough to
contend with, now we have to contend with sensationalism in esti-
mations. S50 sorry ChairiiAi’ Arla, you got a little excited. There
were only between 250 to 300 anti-CHCICE (pro-life) people there.

The organization of the rally (speaker system, police patrol,
sensational placards, etc.) must be complimented, But (with no
apolozy intenied) the basic content and 1ssues of the rally were
basically boring if not downricsht offensive. .

o detall need be told as the hard-sell sensational "words of
wisdom" were all the same and certalnly have been heard before.
Zxploitation of an adopted 12-year-old "who was glad he wasn't
swept away by abortion" and a new mother standing with babe in
arms and "glad she d4i1d it" were the addeld features,

The smaller group of bellevers in freedom of choice as regards
abortion is where the attention should be focuse?., Thc strencsth
and courage of the women and men who were able to stand up end
firmly say "I believe it is my choice whaot I do with my body,"
was tremendous and heart warming,

"All we are asking is freedom of cholce," was sunc steadily
while holding a banner stating ‘reedom of Choice (which the
pro-lifers attempted to block out). A symbolic wreath of coat
hengers which was held in front of the anti-abortion people and
the banner Freecdom of Choice was clear and sot its message across.
A women politely attempting to speak a few words into the micro-
phone was rudely refused (by a jeering pro-life crowd) which
further testified to the closed-miniedness of the pro-lifers. liost
apparent was the strength of the "freedom of cholice" people being
able to stand courageously agalnst a larger and noisier group.
After the pro'lilfers marched off (in a so-called "symbolic march")
to the Victoria General Hospital, a qulieting circle was held which
greatly helped to renew strength and encrgy.

A distressing and confusing factor was that of beilng forced
to rally asainst other women. Women pro-lifers who claim that women
who are economically disalvantaged should not have a choice 1in
rezerdis to pregnancy are vindictive.

The path of feminlsm and sisterhood 1s obviously a 4ifficult
one,. We are asking for what belongs to us...our bolies.

Caroline

EREREEREL D HERE R R L SRR R L 8 SO L




525 7Tort St.

} To request a copy of ilency's
E) stuly (available shortly)
write to: WVancy Goldsberry

"It is important to view rape ani rape justice within a
historical context rather than as an isolated phenomenon since
1t is defined differently in various societies anil at 3ifferent
historical periodis. 3Repe "lourishes in an atmosphere of sexism
anl exploitation for individual or collective gain.”

(Trom Aenee ¥Xasinky, "Rape: A ‘ormal Act?”, Canadian Torum,
September 1975, p.20.)

The definition of rave dependis on one's perspective,
Changes in the law and community mores influence how each one
of us sees rape. A clear rape to one person 1s not a rape to
another an? this view is relatel to one's own experliences an
values.

A definition of rape as sexuel penetration of a (woman's)
vagine with a (man's) penis without the woman's consent,
outsilde of marriage, 1s the concept codifled in the criminal
code of Canada,.

Beyond this definition there are subtle and not-so-subtle
distinctions made, basel on concepts that involve appropriate
behaviour {or women and men.

Almost a2ll data that supports theories about"who gets
rapec"comes from reported rapes., A woman, once having decided
to report a rape is at the 1lip of a fumel of events. As the
case proceeds from police questioning throuch the legal system,
other persons have the opportunity to validate or discredit
her initial <decision. Since only those cases which proceed
throush this channel are avallable for most studies a biased
view of the rape situation is ziven.

The highest statistical estimate for a conviction rate
on reported rapes is presently 7% in Canada.

A very limited amount of inlormation is known about women
who define expericnces as rape which are never ever reported
to the police. The highest estimation of rape reported to the

olice is M0%, with other estimates ranging from a low of

}¥% to 305 A 10. rate has been quoted by crown attorneys in
the Juiicial system and is the figure most often used by
RCI.P officers in E.C.

Why so few rapes are reported is one of the subjects for
discussion in Rape in British Columbia. The Finistry of the
Attorney-General recently contracted liancy Goldsberry to
research rape in 3.C., and to opropose the best prcgrammes for
2ealing with rape. 1

The brief discusses the medilcal treatment of raped persons,
the police and the judiclal system in respect to the victim of
rape. A survey of responses by individual women and groups of
women, the herstory of rape relief organizations an? a section
on sexual abuse of children is presented.

The brief Jdiscusses the position that "women are trained
to be rape victims."” ... "Efforts must be taken to eraiicate our
individuel responses to threatening situations., Specific pro-
crammes ol assertiveness training, emotional an® physical self-

defense need to be offere’! in a wide variety of settings for women."

>

Tictoria, B.C. 7V8YW 1L8
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Dear I'r. Vander Zalm:

e unierstand that 75% of 21l
court-ordered support payments

to women in Canada are ignored
and that 704 of all welfare re-
cipients in 3.C. are women. ke
would like verification of the
lagst statistic and a breskdown of
the statistics regarding women on
welfare i.e. if they are on wel-

fare because they are not recelving

(a) eny support payments

(v) sufficient support payments
from the merriage's tradltional
and long-term breadwinnine spouse.

We, the Family Law Committee of
the Status of Women in Victoria,
have enclosed a critigue of the
propose’ Tamily Relations Amendment
Act (P11l 69) of 1977, written by
the Women and the Law sroup of
Victoria (a2 national group like
ourselves) and our letter sent
to the Attorney-General Hon.
G. Gardom, Q.Ce.

~ Yours sincerely,

Avls Hasmussen

Dear [.iss Rasmussen:

I am in receint of your letter re-
garding statistics available on
peyment of maintenance and support
benefits.

I am sorry that I cannot provide
you with any data on the per-
centage of court-ordered support
payments since this oes not fall
under my Jjurisdiction, and I am
not sure it 1s even availeble
from the office of the Attorney-
General.

I encourace you to make suvch a
request of the Hon., Garde Gardom

to determine if this kind of inform-

ation is avallable.,

Having said that, let me fur- P,
ther point out that I have been
endeavouring to refine iinistry
of Human Resources processes

in conjunction with those of

our court system in an effort

to ensure that maintenance
payments are forthcoming,

I am of the view that our en-
forcement procedures are not
sufficiently strongs to assure
that court-oriered payments
are, in fact, made and we have
beer trying to findéd a vehicle
that would assure that these
benefits are provided.

While I cannot indicate to you
how many welfare recipients are
entitled to maintenance payments,
an informal survey would indi-
cate that a2 majority of female
single parents recelving Income
Assistance would fall into this
category.

There is a further complication
in that the courts seem to per-
sist in their habit of granting
only the .100 per month main-
tenance payment that is exempt
unier i:inistry of Human Resources
Income Assistance resulations.

This has been cone despite the
fact that a spouse, in many
Instances, can afford to pay
much more.

I would certainly welcome any
ideas that you have on how we
mischt make the laws more enforce-
able and look forward to your
future comments,
Yours sincerely,
ime Mo Vander Zalm




Dear l'r. Vander Zalm:

In reference to your letter in which

you, too, expressed concern at weak
enforcement procedures for court-
oriered payments and the result

in 2 burdien on welfare coffers,
there are two procedures that could
be effective.

The Family Law workshop at the
Justice Council Symposium of Fov.
L-6, 1977 propose’ resolution #12:
"Be it resolved that an automatic
enforcenent of maintenance orders
Canade-wice be established with
the collections to be enforced by
the Uepartment of “atlonal Revenue
payable to the custodial parent,
guardian or dependent spouse.”

This was passed by the entlre
Symposium. It had been intro-
duced by an accountant who was no
doubt aware of thc necessary
changes to the income tax laws.,
The USA mede changes in thelr
income tax laws to accomodate the
eight states that have Community
of Property laws,

A court ordered payment should be
court enforced. This 1s done in
Scotland. (See The Famlly and the-
Law, by I'e Puxon, Faintenance and
Property, part four, Ch. 2, Pen-
suin 1963.) The courts should

be responsible for collecting the
payments and paying the person

for whom the money was specifiled.
Then the courts would know whether
their laws were being upheld.
Otherwise court orders are an
expensive, meaningless exerclse;
expensive and time consuming not
only for the courts but also for
the clients who have other respons=-
ibilities, namely chlldren.

In this way the courts would truly
act as a medlator to see that just-
jce was carried out and ensure

the spouvse is made responsible for
her or his femily.

The cost of supporting one family
should not be dumpe’d onto Welfare
by a spouse well able to support
the family, in orier to start
another family. This is happen-
inz at a rapid rate in Victorila.
Tor a woman who has not worked’
outside the home for ten to 30
years 1t is usually impossible
for her to find a job to support
herself and her children for much
above subsistence level. Welfare
allows her to lock after her child-
ren herself which is important for
the chiléren's emotional welfare
when one varent has left. Why
should children be penalizer be-
cause thelr parents are separ-
ated or divorced? Toster par-
ents recelve a suitable amount

of ,500 or so per month per
child, Court-oriered support
payments can be as little as 350,

Your nministry micht also address
itself to one basic cause of
women needing welfare, to the
fact that a woman who works in
the homre, bears and looks after
ner children, 1s not recognized
to be working or as of any econ-
omic value in our soclety. She
is, however, doing one of the
most important jobs in our society,
an intensive, responsible job
with no convenicnt hours. A
marriel woman in B,C. 1s also
consi’ere’ legally incapable
(sec "undamentels of Canadian
Law, ".A. Chapnan, icGraw Hill,
1974, ch.3) togsether with iforth
American Indians, Inemy Allens
and Convicts. Under the present
marrisge law 2 married woman 1is
only entitled to support from
her husbané in the form of Tood,
clothing and shelter for which
she must remain sexually faith-
ful and keep his house; in
short, she is a chattel. lany
women today are not interestel
in being regarded as such.
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1 If marriage was by law considered
a partnership recoznizing that
both partners contribute equally
to the family unit regardless of
role, if community of property
joint menasecment was effective
upon marriage the regardi of one
spouse towarc the other and of
both spouses toward marriace as
a truly important commitment
coupled with economic responsi-
bilities would be much greater
resulting in less dependency on
the covernmment for help.

The Tamily ILaw Committce on the
Status of Women was pleased by
your response to our letter but
was surprisel that statistics
correlating welfare recipients

to maintenance payments had not
been considere before., We hope
the above ideas will prove useful.

Yours sincerely,
s Avis Rasmussen

Tear kiss Hasmussen:

Thank you for your further cor-
respondence regarding maintenance
collection. ‘

I found your comments thought
provoking and appreciate this
addiitional consideration.

Sincerely,
Wme Ve Vander Zalm

FAY 20.

VANCCUVER (CP) Unified family
courts must be ecstablished and
matrimonial property laws reformel
before no-fault divorce laws are
broucht beforec Parliament, Justice
itinister Ron Rasford sald “riday.
Tamily lew reform in Cenada 1is
complicated by the fact that Parl-
iament hes jurisdiction over marr-
iage and divorce while the provin-
ces have jurisdiction over matrim-
onial property and civil rights
issues.

THE LATSEST SCAPEGOATS

Human Rights in B,C. could be
further erodel by recent legislat-
ion introduced in the House. People
in our province coul? be faced with
compulsary confinement for up to
three years without a criminsl
charge, If the addicts go now, who
will be next ?

WRITE YOUR M.L.A.
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TCRCIHTO (CP)

Routine 1is killinpg marriages, says
the president of the Ontario Assoc,
of liarriage and “amily Counsellors.
"Fore and more cocuples are boring
each other into divorce,”" Claude
Guliner, a Kitchener, ONt,, sex
therapist and counsellor said in a
recent interview,

He recommended periodic separations
as one remedy.
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YOU'VE CCFE A LOVG WAY BARY 277777

LCMDCH=- British-made chastity belts
are in demend 21l over the world.
The iron contraptions welsgh nearly
five pounds each, fit arouvnd the
walst and between the legs and are
locke? a2t the front with a padlock.
WHERE'S THE GPAVCL ?
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WVHAT PRICE HOUSEWIFE?

OTTAWA (CP) MP's put the economic
value of housework at between §5,300.
and - $10,000. a year during Commons
debate Friday on whether housewives
should get pay or pensions.

*T would 'find Tt dittichlt-to put
a price on my wife," said Jim McGrath,
Conservative social affairs critic,
adding that he could never replace
Margaret's maternal influence on his
family.

"But If I were to lose her, I
would have to pay $10,000. a year to
a housekeeper.”" She would be eligible
at age 65 for Canada Pension Plan
benefits.

McGrath, father of six children,
advocated the government deduct extra
CCP contributions from the working
spouse - usually the husband - to
make housewives eligible for retire-
ment pensions. '

McGrath was one of four male MPs
debating a private members motion by
Adrien Lambert (SC - Bellechasse)
proposing the government consider some

COMMITT EE -

financial benefit to housewives.

MeGrath, MP for St..John"s East,
called the idea "simple justice."

Charles Dionne (SC - Kamouraska)
led the discussion, declaring "no
mother leaves her children without
having to."

"They admit they would prefer to
stay home but they need the money,"
said the father of six, arguing
benefits of some kind were necessary
to entice women to stay home.

Frank Philbrook (L - Halton) said
housework "is a very satisfying role to
many women," but later he said modern
society "has made motherhood a lonely,
isolated state."

He quoted studies putting the value
of housework at $5,300. annually for a
mother with one child between age 12
and 17. The work of a wife caring for
four children, one less than a year old
was $8,400. a year.

Reprinted from the Victoria Times
June 3, 1978

WOMEN'S VOICES, CHILDREN'S ECHOES

Shirley Wilde, Real Estate Agent

"Who'd want to be a realtor?
when I ask myself this very question.

After 12 years in the busipess there are times
I suppose lack of real estate knowledge,

challenge, the desire and need to make money were the motives behind me acquiring

my real estate licence.

During my working years I've have two career and two jobs.
the financial means to enter two different careers.
I started out as a policewoman and retired as a
Twin sons kept me running in circles until they were

seven years with the R.C.A.F.
special investigator.

The jobs provided
Before I married I served

enrolled in school - at that time I entered real estate.

Both careers were equal pay and equal opportunities.
ities are unlimited as long as your energy lasts, if the economy is buoyant and |
the industrial base of the community is solid.

women in real estate that I am aware of.

In real estate the opportun.;

!
There are no restrictions on

I've sold commercial and residential properties, vacant lots, farms and acreages.i
I've subdivided land for myself and for clients - mind you on a small scale. I;vﬂ
served as a Director of the Society of Real Estate Salesman and have been involved
with committees.
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Shirley Wilde - cont.

My philosophy on responsibility and accountability keeps me involved in many
things besides being a wife, mother, realtor and member of organizations. I've
always felt women should get involved in decision making at all levels when it
concerns the family, home and thecommunity, Instead of letting someone else
decide what is best for me I'd prefer to decide myself.

In case I've made real estate soumnd like a bed of roses let me conslude by saying
real estate is like farming - you have to make hay while the sun shines because it
is either feast or famine!

Diane Prior, Government Employee

My life took a2 turn two years ago when as a married person I was chalked up as
another statistic of those classified as separated.

First thing to do was get a job. Having two children to support needed a substantial

amount of money plus security of having an income.

Second, finding babysitters for one school age and one pre-school child. For my
pre-schooler, daycare was the answer. For my grade one child numerous after-
school babysitters - one that taught my child how to leap out of windows,another
who locked my child out of the house so as to entertain her company and satisfy
her appetite on anything in the refridgerator, yet another who chose to brow-beat
my child thus setting in numerous insecurities. For the past nine months my
children have been very ade ,uately looked after by a woman I went to school with.
To her I owe a great deal of gratitude for all she has done for my children and
myself. A

Having my own income means that I now know exactly how much money I have to deal
with. Necessities are looked after first - always. I know that what I have in
the cupboard is enough to last till next pay day. I know that each and every
household bill is paid monthly, on time. I know that when I can afford something
extra, I will spend wisely. I feel that I have gained a great deal of respect for
the dollar, having learned how to manage the finances and make ends meet.

Having ambition is setting goals for yourself and being persistent enough to
achieve them. I have just found out that I have been accepted into another
position with a training program for which I competed. I shall apply myself and
before long hope to step up tomore responsible positions, thus creating a good
future for myself in the work force and meeting the needs of my employer.

Tracy Porter - age 16, High School Student

As far back as I can remember my mother has worked while raising a family. Has
this affected me in any way? Yes, it certainly has.

My mother's responsibility towards a job has created my independence. I have
never felt lonely and afraid when I got home from school and my mother wasn;t
there to greet me with a plate of my favouriteé cookies in one hand and a nice
tall glass of cold milk in the other. It has never been that way. I know my way
to the cookie jar and the refridgerator. More important than that, I know my
chores and should get them done.

She hasn't agreed to sit me down on my wedding day and tell me her secrets of
getting rid of ajax grit in the bathroom sink or the best way toscrub the toilet
bowl so that all the rust stains flush away. As a matter of fact she has tried




Tracy Porter - cont.

to veer me away from an early marriage and towards a career in which T can make
myself happy.

I am not trying to place my mother on a pedestal by saying how great it is that
she can hold down a .job, have time for her various activities, take care of two
kids and worry about two more. Life is not a Geritol commercial. But I am
writing this so it becomes more olvious to the reader what kind of individual I
am. At sixteen, I'm not a whining, snivelling brat who plans on two kids after
an early marriage. I have goals that will make my happy, and as far as marriage
goes - who wants to settle down to drudgery before 25 at least.

That's what a working mother has done for me.

Margaret Patten - age 23, University student

The term 'working mother' is a somewhat erroneous one since all devoted mothers
work very hard, be it in the home or in the outer work force. Simply being a
mother is a twenty-four hour a day job.

During my lifetime my mother has never been a part of this outer work force and
therefore I find it easier to see the advantages of this arrangement.

There are the obvious benefits of having a mother who spends her days at home:
eg. having the meals made, having the washing done, being taken care of when sick,
etc. but I think that the greatest benefits come during the critical years of
early childhood. In my opinion, no young child should arrive home to an empty
house. Didn't you ever come home crying during those early years and be
comforted by your mother? The raising of children is possibly the greatest
responsibility and the greatest enjoyment of life. I would never, except of
course through necessity, give up the chance to be a full-time participant in my
children's lives as my mother has been in mine.

I fully realise that in many cases a woman works because she has to. However -
if a mother works simply because of an urge to feel useful rather than out of
economic necessity I would suggest that she consider a few hours of volunteer
work per week. This can be done while children are in school and there are
certainly always organizations that desperately need the help.

I wish to reiterate that I am basically in favour of working women. My only wish
is that these women be able to spend the greatest amount of time possible with
their children, especially during the young years. . Too many parents, both men
and women, spend very little time with their children. This is a very great
shame. I hope to be available to oversee the upbringing of my children and to
offer to them the set of values and morals which I hold to be true,

I wish that all children could enjoy the benefits, both physical and psychological
that I have experienced in having a mother who works very hard, but in the home
and for her family.

Kelly Porter, Chartered Accountant Student

In May of 1976 I went to work as a teller at one of Victoria's larger and more

successful financial institutions. Like any other operation where the management
positions are dominated by men, I was given the old 'you can advance as far as you
like in this firm, regardless of your sex' routine.

-
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Kelly Porter - cont.

Advancement for any woman hired as a teller is even more difficult when you soon
find yourself competing with male tellers (alias 'management trainees').

A typical example is an accountant position another male and I were 'competing'
for. We both put in hours we weren't paid for in order to train for the job,

but afterwards it became difficult to determine which one of us was the success-
ful candidate. He was awarded the position and the salary that went with it while
I stayed after work each night completing the work load he couldn't handle. It
makes one wonder why he was awarded the job in the first place since I had two
years of university compared to his grade twelve and I could handle the work while
he could not.

Don't you ever wonder why you never see your friendly neighborhood teller after
six month of service? Bankers will tell you the reason for the high: turn over
in staff is women leaving to get married or travel. They neglect to mention the
pitiful salaries and lack of meaningful advancement.

I lasted 15 months. During that time numerous males came and went as managers,
loans officers ete. always to higher and greater rewards while the females who
trained them stayed in their little wickets.

Today I am a waitress while taking a chartered accountant course. I make almost
as much money in tips a month as I made in salary in my tellers cage. - You wonder
why bank workers are starting to organize unions - could it be they finally see
the worth of solidarity?

Do you know that at the Bank of Montreal at Royal Oak a woman who spent 15 years
working for the bank was fired for trying to start a union. Fifteen years of very
satisfactory work,fired when she was not very many years off retirement. If you
are looking for a female ghetto start with your bank, but don't look for me there,
I would rather be in a non-status waitress job than in a white~collar prison. If
I ever go back to working for a bank it will be as a well paid auditor, I hear
that's the up and coming field for women ever since the B.C. gdvernment hired a

female Auditor-General. -I wonder if she started in a bank?

Carole Day - age 2%, government employee

As the daughter of a 'working mother' I feel I have a great deal more respect and
admiration for the woman who is my mother and friend than I would have, had she
stayed home to push a vacuum around.

The children of sworking mothers' learn at an early age what the word responsibility
means. They are expected to pitch in and help, and helping gives a child a feellng
of pride at being glven the responsibility and being trusted enough to do a 'grown-
ups' job.

Those who believe that the-children of working mothers are neglected and unloved
believe a myth. I never felt neglected and unloved, if I came home from school
and my mother wasn't there. My mother always took time to spend with us. I
always felt needed and loved. '

I have alsc found, very recently in fact, that working mothers have a much broader
outlook on life than those who stay at home. Their ideals seem to change with

the times rather than grow stale with age and lack of understanding. At the age of
23, I can talk openly to my mother about my personal life, and I feel proud to call
my mother my closest friend. Can the children of non-working mothers do the same?
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iomen's Institute,
c/o Pat An‘rews,
797 Eampshire

Girl Guldes of Canaia,
238 ason

Crises/ eed,
Py, Box SlTa.

L) < Q
" d
L.Jt'!.. e 9

v8a 613
sisters* Counell for the -
i.others' Yision,

I300 Pandora

Circle Craft,
c/o ary Cook,
1715 avie

Iepeal of the Abortion Law,
c/o Cathy lountain,
2LT Howe

Yomen in “ietnam,
c/o Rhole Taellis,
207 IbkIk Tillside

Consumers Association,
¢/o Barbare Holls,
I0L I725 Celar H1ll X R

Sinsle Parents,
c/o James ;. cCrossan,
707 1020 Rurdett

Parents in Crisls,

c/o Bernice Fackford,
sinlistry of Humen FHesources,
1627 Fort

Saanich iFental Hesalth,
I2L3 QOscar St.

Saanich Peninsula
Guldance Association,
2Llo Siiney Ave.

ilay Care Fothers Ass'n
c/o Doreen Vewell,
1573 Clive “rive

C#0 Elizabeth Clement,
15483 liestall

University “omens Ass'x,
c/o Pecgy iatheson,
LI vVictoria Ave

U~ Uic 4“omens Action,
c/o Christina Johnson,
5 2517 ‘ermwood

‘aculty Womens Club,
c¢/o Lorraine Ayers,
3940 Smugelers Cove

Nationsl Secretaries,
c/o Josn Island,
300 660 iagara

HYomen in Law,
c/o Gillian 3mith,
107 118 CrortiSv.

Conservative womens Groups
John Howari 3Soclety-
liomens Croup,

A20 Tiew St.

Intercultural Assoc,,
620 vView St.,

Transition House,
523 Truteh St.,

Voice of Women,
I821 7ern St.

Gverywoman's Books,
2033 Cek Bay Ave.

Rape Relilef,
IsA I9L7 Cook St

Women's Ecumenical Council,
I0L2 I onterey

Victoris Council of Women,
771 Fandora
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women 1in Corrections,
c¢/o 916 Johnson ot,

Jey Cettes,

¢/o Farilyn webb,
2031 ‘rederick .orris R4,
NelleP. Womens Caucus,

e¢/o Lois Vickery,

§52 Victoria Ave.

5,7-,',1\,(}.
IL29 Ponterecy Ave.
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ANY MORE womén's”
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-continued-

Women in Social lWork,
c/o 916 Johnson St,

Lesbiean Action Group,
1798 ¥ings Rd,.

Business & Professional
Womens Club,
29Ll. Wnscana St.

Community Action,
55T “isgard St.

women :octors Assoc.,
c/o 1121 Yates.
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THANKS
Mom !
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