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ARISE YE PRISONERS OF EXTINCTION by Marjorie Stewart 

I sometimes meet people who claim to share VOW 1 s concerns about 
environmental disruption but believe, all efforts to change the situation 
hopeless. As the man (woman?) said: with friends like these, who needs 
enemies? However, we all get close to feeling that way sometimes, and for 
those of 1..~s tempted to retreat into 'alienation, I would like to recommend 
the address delivered by George Wald, Higgins professor of biology, Harvard, 
Nobel Laureate, delivered to the 197L~ (20th) World Conference Against Atomic 
and Hydrogen Bombs at Tokyo and Hiroshima. 

Wald is a realist who has plv.mbed the depths of bitter anticipa
tion yet responds with tlLe challenge which is the title of this article and 
his speech. He is 11 one of those scientists who does not see how to bring 
the human race much beyond the year 2000. 11 Some of the dreadful realities 
he has faced (and we must face, too) include: arms escalation and overkill 
capa0ity of the U. S.A. and the U, S . S.R,; the 11 big hv.nger", no longer to be 
deflected by a green revolution dependent on huge runovnts of cheap oil and 
coal; the pop1..1..lation explosion apparently 01-1..t of control. Wald does not 
evade the logical conclusions to be drawn: mechanisation of tasks leads to 
more food but fewer jobs. The resv.lt is the creation of what Robert Mc!Ja
mara, World Bank President, calls 11 marginal 11 (expendable?) men and the con
centration of real power in the hands of conscienceless m1..1..l tinational cor-
porations. ;'The I free I world is r1m by such enterprises as General Motors, 
ITT, the Chase/Manhattan Bank, Exxon, DL~tch Shell and British Petroleum, 
Mitsubishi and Mitsui. 11 A distressingly si:rr1:i.lar pattern of monolithic 
b1..Teaucracy exists in the U S , S.R. 

Wald rejects the plea t h at we don't know enough yet to deal with 
our problems. i!We already know enov..gh to begin~ to deal with all ou.r major 
problems: nuclear war, overpopulation, pollution, h1..mger, the despoliation 
of the planet ••• we cannot cope with any of them while max.imising profits. ii 
The inescapable concl1.1..sion follows that first the people of the Third World 
must perish, preferably by quiet starvation. Next must come the poor of 
our own countries. We are witnessing the final soulless, self-centred ac
tions of an ancient regime comparable with Louis XVI 1 s France. Ironic that 
Henry Kissinger sees himself as a latter-day Metternich, that indefatigable 
11 fixer 11 for anxious despots. 

Pretty scary, huh? I quote Wald 1 s oonclusion and recommend that 
we all take it to heart. 

11 Arise, ye prisoners of extinction. 
You have nothing to lose but your terror, your 
deception, yo1..1..r alienation and dehuinanisation, 
lessriess. And a world to win. 

ii AND A WORLD TO WIN. 11 

People of the world, unite. 
exploitation and ceaseless 
yo1..1..r helplessness and hope-



Let us indeed take Wald 1 s words to 
heart. 
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In his penultimate paragraph he gives ··· 
us a pretty clear sense of direction: 
11 It is too late for declarations, for 
popular appeals .•• all that matters now 

is political power. 
11 ••• Unless the people of this world 
can come together, to take control of 
their lives, to wrest political power 
from these of its present masters who 
are pushing it toward destr1..1.ction, 
then we are lost - we, ot1.I' children 
and their children. 11 

".Arise Ye Prisoner-.sof Extinction" 
has been . printed \;Xtensi.vely, by 
newspapers, U. S. Farm News, Another 
Mother for Peace, Promoting Endur
ing Peace (PEP), ct al. 

PEPts reprints are available up
on req1.1.e st from our own Literature 
Departnient ( SEE PAGE 6) • ~ 

PLEASE HELP DISTRIBUTE IT 
~ '\ ,.,, t /71 

"WHAT can a person QQ, anyway? 

ff.- LOOK for the .ARROWS and SEEi--} 
-7' 

;/ Our Arrows are for ACTION 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
V d, ~I ~ 

What better opportunity could we find for meaningful action? 
Here are some I.W.Y. PROJECTS which are being lavnched by 
various organizations. 

9 By British Columbia Voice of Women 
The object of ot1.I' own Project is to take materio.ls around the pro

vince to show where there is so mv.ch waste of both human and material re
sot:rces, and to point out what women can do to help rectify this. Robyn 
Smith, co-ordinator, feels that there is every likelihoo~ that we will be 
given a grant, but that it will probably be less t h an hoped for, which means 
that only one person - or two part-time people - could accompany the show. 
·Hesot:rce people AH.E :ml:EDED TO HELP with the display, which shov.ld include 
films. It will be taken ar•ov.nd to various shopping c;Emtres throughout the 
province. Hilda Kellington has offered to help Robyn with display materi
als. At the various centres it is hoped that local VOW members will par-
ticipate. ~ 

In Great Britain: One Letter A Week 

Women for World Disarm0111ent are giving s1.1.pport to a plan which was 
formulated in direct response to a lecture given by Professor Bernard Feld 
( $ecre tary-General of the Pti.gwash Conferences on Science & World Affairs, 
and one-time advisor to the Arnerican adrnini stra.tion on nuclear matters) in 
London last October: 11 Attempts at Nuclear Arms Control: Is the C1.:re Worse 
Than The Diseo.se? 11 

Shocked into a.ction by Feld's opening sto.ternent that the chances 
are one in three · of o. n1.1.cleo.r weapon being used within the next decade and 
greater than fifty-fifty of o. nucleo.r wo.r occurring before this century is 
out, o. group of women is orgo.ni.sing the ;ersono.l deliver_x of letters to 
Downing Street once o. weelli: hroughout 197 . -

Eileen Berno.l writes, in Call to Women (London): ilWe undertake 
to deliver one letter eo.ch week to No. 10, Downing St. throughout 1975. 
It woti.ld req1.1.ire only 52 women to cover the whole yeo.r, ea.ch of them gua
ranteeing to deliver her letter on o.ny day of her choice during her one al
lotted week. For those wishing to participo.te b1.i_t persono.lly unable to 
t o.1-e part, it would be possible for their letters to be taken by those women 
able and willing to deliver in person. Vert little orgn.ni~o.tion would be 
necessary to put this scheme into action. 11 HOW ABOUT LETTERS TO )1.ARGARET 

THUDEAU??? - Ed.) \-----------
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Ins. California 1_~ort from Women Strike for Peace 
11 Women everywhere sho1.1 .. ld take o. cue from .our British sisters, who 

have been in the vangt'?.ard. ... of the strv .. ggle for m} .. cloo.r diso.rmo.mont. Each 
week .Prime Minister Harold Wilson will ·be reminded of tthe urgent need for a 
significant reduction in · British o.rms expenditure during 1975, more especi
ally in the field of our expehsi ve and irrelevant nt1..clear weapons which only 
o.dd i;;o otT . insecurity and economic bankruptcy. 1 ••• WSP salutes the British ·.· 
women''· nnd · assures them that nv .. clear diso.rmn.mont is tho priority item on our 
agenda for International Women's Year. 11 - from La _!lisp, Feb. 1975. 

The Year Against Nuclear Power S:) . In The Netherlands: 

The following lotter was . sent to us by Mary 
Hays Weik, .,of the Cammi ttoe to End . Radiological Haz •· 
ards; New i(ork, who says: 

--.-7➔'- 11 LET IS HELP l" 
' . 

Stroomgroep Stop Kalkar, 
January 6th, 1975. Herongracht 109 A.msterdo.rri, Netherlands. 

Dear Friend: The Stroomgroep Stop Ko.llrnr is mi organisation with sub-groups 
throughout the Netherlands which is engaged in the protest ago.inst the 
building of the f a st bro oder · reo.ctor - the so called SNR-300 - in Kalkar, 
West Germany, just over tho Dutch/German border. · 

The building of this prototype re a ctor is a joint project of the 
governments of Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands. 'The main po.rt of our 
activities dLi..ring the last 1½ ye,ars was giving infor•mo.tion about the Kalkar 
project and nuclear power in general, particularly because tho official in
formation is v e ry much in favor of nuclear powor. 

It appeared from an official poll that abo1..'?.t 50% of the Dutch peo
~ a.re against nuclear power and tho protests against the SNR-300 are loud 
and cleo.r. Nevertheless, t ho deve lopment of nuclear power continues on a 
la.rg0 sea.le thro1..1..ghout tho Common Market .2nd t h ere fore we have docla.red 1975 
(Wom_en 1 s Year) Year Against Nucloa.r Power. Wo hope in this wa.y to ~ontri
bute to an i~crea.sing discussion about this s ubject and that under pressure 
of the public opinion wo will come to a Moratori1..1.m ••• in which all develop
ments in nuclear energy will b o stopped. 

~ We ask all arg cmisations ::md individuals who are concerned about 
man and his environment to st1..pport t h is initin.tivo and place all their acti
vities within the framework of this Yoar Ago.inst Nuclear Power, all under 
tho same ., s;i.gn - as visualized at tho top of this letter. From this sign 
( from a Swedish design) wo mado buttons, posters and stickers and we. ask 
everybody to •'.do .. the smno in their co1..'..Iltry. We are counting on your support. 
The prate st shall be heard through tho who lo world I . : · 
+L#I -'J.#' _ILJLJL.'L.lj..lULll..'l •" .f•UJ..f+JUl JJ..lV( !.[J I •L IL IJ. JUbJUc-'.l ./ l. '.( IJ.JU L!Ul.'/. JI JV ( " · ',!. 1/. JJ. JLJ L'l :u1. ! f.. 1( 11.J l..! 1• /( I.'. . .' ( /! •. 1!. .' . .!UUUJ..l/. ./1 ,'J..,',f..lJ.J,l I(.,'./.# 
it it t ,n f 1tttirrt1t;t, :lfi i"inn;·,ttni"1tw1ht;h/ ;n , ,t ihnht;ti r ,r,n r ,t~l11··,t;h,·;t,t1t ;•i"it;·t;;- ,,·,t ,;··,n;-,;-;r, ,- ,t;n r 1nt;t ;nt1Fit;tit1rmr 

YES, VIRGINIA , YOUR VOICE IS HEARD .•• 

An official status report on the U.S. Civilian Reactor Power Pro
grrun shows that, in the year 1974;;. 126 ordered or planned uni ts were dei'erred 
for from 6 months to indefinitely. - (note sent by HaryHo.ys . Woik) , 

'-· 1 .• 

•: __ 
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WE NEED HUNDREDS, THOUSANDS OF LETTERS to: 

Hon'Donn.ld s. Macdonald, Min. of Energy, Mines & Resources; 
with carbon . copies to: Rt. Hon. Pierre Elliott Truden.u, Prime Minister, 

STRONGL¥ OBJECTING to the decision~ announced th the House Dec. 20th 1974 by 
Energy Minister Ma-cdonn.ld., . ,to o.ccelero.to tho Cano.dian nuclear fission indus
try .· and to export . CANPU, nuclenr materinl n.nd technology to all comers. 

c::;J We ~specially object . to the exp~rt of n.ny of tho~o things to .Iran·, Arg-,,: 
ontina and s. Korea under nny c1rc1.,1.111stanco. (Give reasons)~ . , · · 

<'i Wo object to tho b1.,1.ilding on Cn.nadinn soil of II a string of CANDU 1 s · 
\~ across Canada, with generous o.mo1.,1.nts of U.S. money, to supply energy to 
utilities i:t:i the U.S. 11 (Expand: they get tho energy .,,). · · ··· 
/~ We object to tho enrichment of uraniv,m on Co..no.dian soil (in Quebec). 
~! We 'L"..rgo tho Fedornl Government to foro sto.11 this plo.n by announcing NOW 

thn.t they will not issl.".o pormi ts for tho export of urani1.,1.111 in any form. En
riched urani1.,1.111, liko plutoni1.,1.111, can bo mado into bombs. 
I - ]We object to the bt".ilding or pu.l"Cho.s b of more heo.vy-water plants. They 

" are jt1.st po.rt of tho onorgy-to-produce-energy cycle. Tl:10y aro expen-
sive both in money and uso of electricity, and dangerous in that they leo.k 
deadly hy.drogon-sulphido. 
/~ We ( tho to.xpo.yors) wi thot'.t being oi ther informed or consulted, have al
~ roo.dy spent billions of dollars on this unnocesso.ry, ho.zardous and im-

,moral technology. We objoct to sending good money o.fter bo.d. 
~\ Wo -must got out of the onergy-to-produco-onergy syndrom9 and put our 
\? money end efforts into CONSERVING energy and resources. 
J- == 1 We m'L".st CHANGE our energy policy imrn.odiatoly to research nnd develop•· 
-------- mont of the various renewable o.nd non-polluting sources of energy pro-

vided by no. ture. · · 
<J) · Wo _must DECENTRALIZE energy prodl.".Ction, indt1.stry, popv .. ln.tion. 

_,,;::r (N.B. Try to make your Sl.".bmission o.s indiv1dt1.o.l o.s possible. Those j,,,/' 
/ points are merely suggestions. Got o.11 · your friends, including men -

:toj~--wri f°, too. ) _,?1 ~ 
Seo Hru1sard (Doc. 20, 1974) for pnrticulars .. ~? 

NOTICE for KNITTERS! 

~ 
· Wondering what to do with kni ttod 

items? wool? money? now that Shoil11 
¥-c;rnng has resigned from the CAVC 
Ghildron 1 s ·committee? Kay Inglis 
suggests either of 2 alternativos:
(1) Co.rry on making items for Viet
nam and. they will be forwarded · as in 
tho past. 
(2) Send monoy either for Artificial 
Limb Ftmd or for spocio.l medico.tions 
·_for tho children. 

PLEASE NOTE - , 
"'-. r,, )) ))i.L ~L hl ~ 

~ 1 01.,1.r V ·, 7 \. )'\ Ir S 

-~~ A D D R E S S :-
'--

Ven. Thich Man Da Lo., 
A.B.V.O., 
Comite d 1 Aide aux Orphelins, 
19 ruo Chapto.l, 

~4230 CACHAN, Franco. 

~ ___ ,---___ ---

Kay writes: 11 We are carrying on with the work that ho.s boon going on for 
some yea.rs now, but hope not to spend much money on wool or materials unless 
gro1.,1.ps co.n raise their ovm. 11 · 

-
Canadian Aid For Vietnam Civilin.ns, P,,o, Box 2543, Vancov.vo,r 3, B.C. 

t 
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Mooting 

Jan. 21st, 

1975. 

( There 

was no 

Feb , 

meoting, 

owing to 

1 flu. ) 

-5-

-ii- Membership: · 5 new mombors in Novembor-Docember 
Effoctivo Fob. 1, 1975, all donations over ang above 
membership foos, including sustaining, be automatically 
.put into B,C; VOW treasury tinless othorwisd requested. 

-l(- Ntuubor of Pa es of B, C. Voice to bo reduced from 5 to 
l sheets owing to present high cost of papor}:, at least 
until rocyclod paper is once more available. 

-ii- Gross Misinformation on S.E. Asia on current CBC Nat 1 1 
News progr[uns: B.C. VOW to write CBC protesting this. 

* Ecology: , 
Bvo Smith to be roftindod for vo..riot~s mailings includ

ing lotter to B.C. MLA 1 s, otc., ro interview with Korbin 
on Chin To Vu and tho B.C. Development Corporation. · · 

Eve mado presenta tion to Go.s Export Hearings: her 
main points Wa ste, . Conservation nnd Al tornato Energy. 

~25 to be dono.ted to James Bay Committee, Box 65, 
•Place d 1 Armos, 'Morit•roal P.Q. 

-li- Bo.nk Balance: Savings account 4;200. 00 
Current account $178.oo 

-::• Anti-Nucloar Commi ttoo: Hilda Kollington reportod 
tho Committee working on an ongoing long-term petition 

$25.oo to bo donatod by B.C. vow. . 
' . ' \, 

* Tigor :Cago prosontly in Victoria. 

-i:- Intorn'o.ti onal Women's Yoar Project reported on by 
R?byn Smith: SEE PAGE 2 (Ed.") 

T () I~ £ A L1 ~ 
THE PATH OF RETURN CONTINUES THE JOURNEY, by 'l:hich Nhat 
Daniel Berrigan, translation and drawings by Vo-Dinh. 
lowship of Reconciliation; 1972. 27pp, $1,25 

A gracious one-act play st1_i ta.blo for performance -
in small thon.tres, ospocin.lly by college grov.ps. 

SUPERSHIP, by Nool Mostert. Random Hou.so :/>9.95 

Hanh. Foreword by 
Hoa Binh Pross, ·.Fol-

as soon as possible -

A now and rovon.ling angle on supertankers. Wn.tch for reviews. 

Penguin Boo;ks Canada, CIA DIARY: INSIDE THE COMPANY, by Philip Agoo. 
·. 639 Pfi, paperback $2.95 

1Agoe 1 s embittered testimonial to tho organization ho so loyally set 
out to servo. 11 ( Julian Roid revi ew) 

MAN KIND? OUR INCREDIBLE WAR ON WILDLIFE, by Cleveland Amory. 
Row, 372 pp, $8.95 

Harper & 

NATION magazine, Fob. 1st 1975; article by Robert Aldridge montioning _.B-,C . . 
Voice of Women and rocorinnonding that tho same grov.p tho.t put up such-g'Q{?d, · · 
opposition to Amchi tka shot:.ld tn.ko on Trident. · ·· 

PICKERING POWER PLANT REPORT from National VOW: o. Memo sent to members on 
Nov. 25th, 1971+, containing a report on a tov.r by 4 VOW mombers of the Pic-
kering plant. Important information. If yot~ didn rt recoi vo ono, wr:i to . 
to VOW National Office, 175 Carl ton St., Toronto, Ont., M5A 2KJ. , ' 
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B.C. VOW LITERATURE ••••••• . . . . from l1rs, T. M. Cox, Bowser, B,C. 

ARISE YE PRISONERS .O~ EXTINCTION - reprint by Promoting Enduring Poaco, of 
George Wald 1 s spe e ch ( se c page 1 $ and top of page 2). 3 pp., 3¢ e ach. ~-

THE UNCONTROLLED ATOM: A CRISIS OF COMPLACENCY - being tho Joint Statement 
by tho Canadian-American Pugwo.sh Groups. - It is tho Oct. 1974 issue of tho 
Bullo tin of • tho American Academy of Arts &; Scie nc e s. A usoft~l pamphlet 
for distribution. ~ 
------------- -------------------------------------------- ---- ---.--. ---------

· ' A Lott0r From tho Editor: Doar Friends: A f ow apologies and explanations 
· ~ \~ · must bo squeezed in hero . Alas for tho long do-

\~ l ay y ou havo s o patiently out-waited - cm1sod by 
distance , lack of tim.o , and 'flu. - Ala s for our (we 

5
~opo t omporo.ry)roduc 

.tion to 6 page s, cause d by high costs (so c top of p .. Alas and ala.ck for 
tho omission of countle ss b oo.utift1.l materi a l - o spocially r eports on Man Da 
Lars me eting s in B. C. and Edmonton -~ c aused by l a ck of spac e . Hooray for 
tho r e turn of 01}.r now masthead, o.bs oni in • tho l a. st isst'..o d t1..o to a 11 t ochnica.l 
hi tch 11 • And GRATI'rUDE FOR EVER to Mary and Ta li a.f e rro Cox, without whoso 
endles s diligonco and p a tionco your Voic e s would n ov or r oach you. La.stly, 
PLEASE USE NANAIMO ADDRESS (p .1), NO 'i,ONGBR Edmonton: I'll bo ba.ck in Aprili 
~ ---7' _;/' -:i- - Doono Birmingham. 

X L ~CXXXN~X XXJODCX.XXY~~xxYWG"UCXXXXJCX Y-XJCG~JCX]CX.X:JoaGG"'(XXXX.2CDC.~;;:x:;cJC.LC]CL"'CJC]UQCC]C}[JC]CXXX.XX 

$ $; $ $ $ $ $ r L- E S ✓ $ $ _ $ $ $ $ $ 
Voic ~ of Womo·n f oo s wor e dt1..o ori Jan. 1st. Aro you paid-up for 1975? 

Fee s: Regular •••••••••• $5.00 N.B. You may pay f oo s to your Group 
Sustain.i,ng •••••• $12. 00 -- Momborship Chairman, OR directly 
Youth (t~der 25) . $ 1 .00 to B.C. VOW MombershipChairman, 
Senior (ove r 65).$1.00 124 East King s Road, 
Family ••• . • . ••••• $ 7.50 North Vancol1.Vor, B.C., V7N 1H5 

----~-. Cheque s payable to "Voice of Women" ~£..----
Group Membership Cha irmen: 

BURNABY Mr·s. A, W.' Hyde, 5507 Gilpin St.· , B1..~rn aby 2, B.C. 

NORTH SHORE - M;s. W.I. Cr a ig, 3714 Dollarton Hwy, N.'Vari (Regular foo $6.00) 

VANCOUVER - Y.lrs~ A.P. Hewe tt, 35L~3 W. 26th Ave ., Van. 8 (Regular foo $ 6.00) 

VICTORIA - Mrs. Iva J ollicoo , #207 - 915 Cook St., Victori a 

///I/////II/////I/I/I///II//I//I//I/I//I//I///I//// /II//////////II///II//I//I 

Non-member SUBSCRIPTION to B .C, Voic e - 2.00 _p ix issues) 

JI I I I I I I I;;/ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ?fi ;,\' .._y I I l{ _ _ _ .--!:!_ f:if._,,. 
PRI NTED MATTER ONLY 

Re turn addre ss: 
Editor, 
B.C. Voic e , 
Box 235, Nana.imo, 
V9R 5K9 
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· 18 / ;:, j - -- -- -~·~·"" ·••·· 
Ms . Eileen Kebw.ti_d_ii;.("~ i : : ::·1:i:w . .:. -;.:=,: .. 
3210 Aldridge St . , 
VICTORI A, B . C. 


