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Purpose of Transvestia
The customs and at t i tudes  of our s oc i e t y  whi l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l owi ng  great  f reedom to the f e mal e  in the 
express i on of the mas cul i ne  side of her personal i ty  are 
l arge l y  bl ind to and repress ive  toward the mal e  who di s 
covers  the f e mi n i ne  aspect  of his t otal  Sel f .  Femi ni ne  
express i on in the mal e  does not irrply sexual  d e v i a t i on .  
This ma g a z i n e  is ded i cat ed  to the needs  of the s exual l y  
normal  i nd i v i dua l  who has di scovered the e x i s t a nc e  of 
his or her "other side" and seeks to express  i t .

TRANSVESTIA,  therefore  is publ i shed by,  for, and 
about  t ransves t i t es  to provide them with:

ENTERTAINMENT--EDUCATION--EX PRESS ION
by means  of f i c t i on ,  ar t i c l e s  of opinion,  true experiences  
e t c .  It's purpose is to help i t ' s  readers to promote:

UNDERSTANDING--ACCEP T ANCE-- PE ACE OF MIND
It's p o l i c y  is to l i m i t  i ts scope of coverage  and i nterest  
to the f i e l d  of  the het rosexual  t ransves t i t e .  Without  
c onde mnat i on  or j udge me nt  of any kind the f i e l ds  of 
h o mo s e x u a l i t y ,  bondage ,  puni shment ,  f e t i shi sm and 
domi nat i on  are l e f t  to others to de ve l op .

TRANSVESTIA has,  and wi l l  cont i nue  to serve as a 
means of gather i ng i nf ormat i on in i ts chosen f i e ld and to 
aid,  by any means a v a i l a b l e ,  the d i s s emi nat i on of know
l e dge  of the f i e ld to further the understanding of i t  by 
psychi atr i s t s ,  ps ychol og i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  lawyers ,  jur
ists and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

Lonel i ness ,  fear and s e l f  c ondemnat i on have too long  
been the lot  of  the t rans ves t i t e .  It is hoped that TRANS
VESTIA can,  through knowl edge  and sharing with others,  
bring s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and happiness .

" When you make the two one .  . . and when you make the  
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE. . . t h e n  
shal l  you enter the kingdom" A "saying of Jesus" from 
the "Gospel  Accordi ng  to Thomas".
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O U R .  C O V E R  G IR L .

f i H G

H e » *
by ERNA ( F D - J - 1 )  FPE

It is  p ossib le  fo r  m ost of us,
I think, to re m e m b e r  the tim e  
when we f i r s t  r e a l iz e d  that we  
w e re  not like other boys around  
us. I re m e m b e r  that I was 7 y e a rs  
old when I began taking p le a su re  
in so ca lled  fem inine things and 
at the sam e tim e I understood that 
it w as not w e ll  accepted that a boy 
took an in te re s t  in fem inine clothes 
and shoes, g i r l ' s  to ys ,  je w e l ry  and 
c o sm e tic s .

The p ic tu re  of a fem ale  dancer  
in a spark lin g  dance f ro c k  and  
golden sandals had suddenly made  
m e jea lou s  of the g i r ls .  Why could 
I not w e a r  such c lo th e s?  A curious  
th r i l l in g  feeling  se ized  m e. What 
would it be like to be a g i r l ?  From  
then on I liked to p lay  with the 
thought of being t ra n s fo rm e d  into 
a g i r l  who could w e a r  such beauti
ful c lo thes and paint h e r  face with  
c o sm e tic s .  The idea th r i l le d  me 
m o re  and m o re ,  but it w as im 
p o ss ib le  to te l l  o thers  about it. 
P e r h a p s  I was the only boy in 
the w o r ld  who had such thoughts 
and ideas .
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Tiafumtia
F o r  m any y e a r s ,  e v e r y  night b e fo re  fa lling  a s le e p  

m y thoughts p layed with the sam e sub ject. . . How a boy  
becom es a g ir l .  S to r ie s  w e re  invented night a f te r  night 
or the sam e s to ry  would continue s e v e r a l  nights, w hile  
I went o ve r  it in deta il.  A l l  these  fic tions w e re  invented  
by me with or without an outer in sp ira t io n .  The m o re  
d e ta i ls ,  the b e tte r .  This m enta l w o rk , a s o r t  of m en 
ta l  c ro s s  d re ss in g ,  p leased  me im m e n se ly .  The cu rious  
thing was that I had an inner feeling  that som e day m y  
fa n ta s ies  would come tru e .

B orn  in 1920, I w as the only child of m y parents  
and on the whole brought up as m ost o ther boys. My 
m other and fa th e r  w e re  proud of having a son, and they  
w e re  not longing fo r  a litt le  daughter. G i r ls  w e re  good 
fo r  nothing. I was d re s s e d  as o ther boys at that t im e  
w earing  long stockings up to m y 9 y e a r s .  I re m e m b e r  
that I a lw ays  wanted the stockings to be s trech ed  on m y  
legs and that I hated w r in k le s .  I w as a l low ed  to p lay  
at home with li tt le  dolls  and, tog eth er  with m y m oth er  
I sewed dolPs d r e s s e s  fo r  them . H ow ever, at the sam e  
tim e I could p lay  with tin s o ld ie r s ,  toy th e a tre  and 
m echanica l con stru ction  se ts .  I a lso  loved to draw  
and paint fo r  which I had and s t i l l  have a c e r ta in  ta lent.

Only a few t im es  during m y childhood did I have  
the opportunity to s e c r e t ly  put on fem inine c lo th es , but 
in m y d re a m s , I could live  f r e e l y  as a g i r l  and loved  
it. H ow ever, on one occasion  I put on one of m y  m oth er  *s 
d isca rd ed  d r e s s e s .  It w as too big fo r  me n a tu ra l ly ,  but 
I had a strong sensation  when w ear in g  th is  d r e s s .  It 
gave me a feeling of what p le a s u re s  the fu ture  might 
bring. One day m y m oth er  saw me in h e r  d r e s s  and 
laughed. F ro m  that day I did not p la y  w ith  it any m o re .

S e v e r a l  o ther t im es  I had to put on a w oolem  c o rd i-  
gan belonging to a g i r l  of m y age. It would happen when  
m y m other and I v is i te d  the g irP s  m oth er  and it  was  
too cold fo r  me to p lay  outside w ith only m y s h ir t  on.
On such occasions I could a lso  b o r ro w  a p a ir  of h e r
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slipp ers . The g ir l  and I played with h er dolls and e x 
changed cut-out dolls. I identified m y se lf  with the g ir l  
next to me, and it was a wonderful feeling.

At Shrovetide it was common that boys and g ir ls  
disguised them selves as Indians, cowboys, clowns, 
fa ir ie s ,  etc. But I was not allowed to disguise m yse lf  
or buy a mask. I had only to dream  m yse lf  disguised  
as a g ir l  in dance frock  with half m ask and golden shoes. 
There I was with m y dream s before  the big show -w in
dows with a l l  the fancy d re sse s ,  the exotique je w e lry  
and the m asks. How I longed to t r y  on these d resses  
and wigs, ea rr in g s , b ra ce le ts ,  co lored  stockings and 
sm art  high heeled shoes. I looked at the cosm etics  
that w ere  displayed and a l l  the specia l fancy make-up  
fo r  carn iva l. But that land was closed to me.

When I was about ll y e a rs  old I began putting on 
weight. The fat settled on my thighs, d e r r ie re ,  tummy  
and b rea st ,  and it must somehow have given me a so rt  
of feminine appearance, fo r some of the boys began 
teasing me by putting an ending to one of m y given  
names (firstnam es) so it became a g i r l ’ s nam e. When 
I was 12 or 13 yea rs  old some of m y school fe llows  
made fun of me finding that I had begun getting b rea sts  
and soon would have to w ear  a b ra  (so they said, laughing). 
I was su rp rised . N aturally  I could see that I had a little  
m ore flesh on my b rea st  that the other boys, However, 
their  rem a rk s  annoyed me. On the other side the con
sciousness of having something the other boys did not 
have gave me an inner satisfaction. It was fo r me a 
confirmation of m y own opinion of m yse lf .  My natural  
shining f in g er-n a ils  w ere  another object of teasing. My 
nail-biting schoolfellows asked me if m y m other la c 
quered my m ils  . Perhaps they envied them !

At a p arty  w here I was p resen t with m y parents an 
e ld er ly  lady suddenly exclaimed; "What beautiful long 
black eyelashes that boy has. ” I blushed. I had n e ve r  
thought of my eyelashes b e fo re . Now they w ere  in the 
limelight. Perhaps other boys have been exposed to
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such envious exc lam ation s  f ro m  nice old ladies  and 
te a s in g s  f ro m  th e ir  sch o o lfe l low s , but se n s it iv e  as I 
w a s ,  on the m a t te r s ,  I fe l t  that perhaps somehow they  
w e re  r igh t in th e ir  opinion about m e. M ore and m o re  
I fe l t  that I had som ething of a fem inine nature in m y  
in n e r  s e lf .

When I w as  15 y e a r s  old m y overw eigh t d isap peared  
and I had a fine s le n d e r  f ig u re .  H ow ever, the fat on 
m y b r e a s t s  rem a in ed .

I did not like to show m y s e l f  naked to m y  sch o o l
fe l lo w s  when we d r e s s e d  fo r  g ym n a stics .  In m y  eyes  
it  w as  a blow ag a in st  m y  sense  of decency e v e r y  tim e  
I had to take a sh o w er tog eth er w i th  the other boys  
a f te r  g y m n a st ic s .  The sight of the other naked boys  
w as d is a g re e a b le  and unpleasant. I found it  un seem ly .
I have the sam e fee lin g s  to day and have n e ve r  v is ited  
a public sw im m ing h a l l  i f  I could not have m y  own c a 
bin fo r  changing m y  c lo th es .

I n e v e r  use  tru n ks  a lw ays  a bathing suit. A t school 
and co lleg e  m y  gym suit w as com posed of a p a ir  of 
sh o rts  and a s h ir t ,  though m o st  of the o ther boys w e re  
s tr ip p ed  to the w a is t  when doing g ym n a stics .  I r e m e m 
b e r  how bashfu l I w as  when I had to sub ject m y s e l f  to 
the c o m p u lso ry  exam ination  of m en liab le  fo r  m i l i ta ry  
s e r v i c e .  When I had to do this s e r v ic e ,  h ow ever , m y  
co u n try  w as occupied and I only had to do c iv i l  s e rv ic e  
without living in b a r r a c k s ,  but could live  at home.

E v e r  since  I le a rn e d  to re a d  m y  fa v o r i te  reading  
has been the fash ion  pages in the n ew sp ap ers  and m a 
g a z in es .  E s p e c ia l ly  I w as th r i l le d  and happy to read  
the co rre sp o n d e n c e  colum ns about beauty questions and 
b eauty  c u ltu re  w hich gave me m y  f i r s t  idea of the w on d er
fu l w o r ld  of c o sm e t ic s .  My m oth er  did not use any fo rm  
of c o sm e t ic s ,  so I had to study the g ir ls  and ladies in 
the s t r e e t .  I think a l l  these  o b se rva tio n s  at an e a r ly  
age gave me a keen eye fo r  fem inine things. Soon I 
began  s e c r e te ly  making scrapb ooks w ith clippings and 
p itc u re s  about fash ion s and c o sm e t ic s .  L a te r  in life

T \afumtia
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these scrapbooks a lso  w ere  fi l led  with a r t ic le s  and 
pictu res  about fem m epersonation, sexchanges, etc.

A s a  te e n -a g e r ,  I found that m y mother* s shoes 
fitted me, and th ere  followed m y f i r s t  exciting exp eri
ments with walking in high heels  and with long silk  
stockings. With one of m y mother*s sk ir ts ,  a cardigan  
and a bandana I could see m yse lf  in the m i r r o r  as a 
g ir l ,  ce rta in ly  without cosm etics , to m y sorrow , which 
had to wait, but n e ve rth e less  as a g i r l .  My f i r s t  wig 
I constructed from  three  of the biggest doll-w igs I 
could get hold of, and I found it to be a fine one. The 
sight of my s i lk -c la d  legs below the sk ir t  was m a rv e l
lous to me. Some handkerchiefs bound together made 
a b ra ,  and the cups w ere  fi l led  with other handkerchiefs. 
I fe lt  I had c reated  something or better  had found ex
p ress io n  fo r  some ideas that w ere  part of m yse lf.  L ater  
in life I should find that a l l  this was in accordance with 
the genera l pattern  fo r the c a re e r  of a FP.

A s  fo r  back as 10 y e a rs  old I had been thinking 
what it was that gave me this strange in terest in fe m i
nine clothes etc. A s the curious boy I was, I studied 
a l l  so rts  of encyclopaedias, I could get hold of at the 
l ib ra r ie s ,  but found nothing about my subject. In my  
e a r ly  twenties, studying at the u n ivers ity , I began 
finding books and w orks about the theme. F or  the f i r s t  
tim e I became acquainted with the words "T ransvestism  
and T ran svestite" . I read the biography of the C hevalier  
d*Eon and the books of Magnus Hirshfeld, Havelock E llis  
and m ore . One day I found the famous book "Venus 
Castine" in the window of a second-hand bookseller.

Having graduated from  the U niversity , 26 years  old,
I began earning m y own money. In the following yea rs  
I bought my feminine w ardrobe , little by litt le . The f i r s t  
feminine things I bought fo r  m y se lf  w ere  a pair  of nylon 
stockings, a g a rte r  belt, panties and a pair  of high 
heeled shoes. My f i r s t  cosm etics  w ere  a lipstick and 
pancake. A f te r  that I bought a b ra , but in a sudden 
feeling of guilt (I think it must have been such a thing)
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I sh o rt ly  a f te r  burnt m ost a l l  of it.

A f te r  this "purge", h o w ever  it w as as i f  I had found 
m y se lf .  I understood I had to accep t m y s e lf .  I had not 
c rea ted  m y se lf .  I w as b orn  w ith m ascu lin e  and fem in ine  
fee lings and none of them  w e re  bad fe e lin g s . I r e a l iz e d  
that it was not a handicap to live  in a fem inine w o r ld .
On the c o n t ra ry  I had the advantage of being able to  
look at mankind through two sets  of g la s s e s ,  two sets  
that com plim ented each o th er .

Today I have an ex ten s ive  fem inine w a rd ro b e ,  and  
I d re s s  as a wom an as often as p o ss ib le  and g e n e ra l ly  
som e hours  e v e r y  day* A l l  s o r ts  of fem in ine clothes  
a re  re p re se n te d ,  and a l l  fo rm s  of foundations a r e  to 
be found in that w a rd ro b e  tog eth er w ith u n d e rw e a r,  
nighties, shoes and je w e l ry .  A s  an exp erim en tin g  g i r l  
I find we have to t r y  a l l  the fashions and types that we  
can a ffo rd . How is  it  to w e a r ?  How does it suit m e ?
T here  a re  constant questions. T h e re fo re  m y  w a rd ro b e  

has been continously  grow ing. I have s e v e r a l  w igs of 
r e a l  human h a ir  and find it  in te re s tin g  to change c o lo r  
and s ty le  now and then. M y beau ty-b ox  is  fu ll  of a l l  
so rts  of c o sm etics  and fo r  me it  is  a ch arm in g  hobby  
to find out how they a r e  to be used, fo r  the b e st  r e s u l t s .

Through the y e a rs  I have studied the w ays  and m an 
n e r is m s  of wom en in o rd e r  to develop m y  own authentic  
fem inine t ra i t s  and habits and to im p ro v e  m y  fem inine  
appearance. But above a l l  it is m y  w ish  to look authentic,  
not to a t t ra c t  attention, and to be able to look and act  
like the av e ra g e  w om an. To be n a tu ra l  is  the m ost im 
portant thing of a i l .  The adoption of fem in ine m a n n e r ism s  
is an a r t ,  but a lso  an in ev itab le  consequence of m y  d e 
s i re  to e x p re ss  the fem inine side of m y  life . Walking  
and posing like a wom an, som e m inutes of d a i ly  t ra in in g  
in speaking with a m odulated fem inine vo ice  a r e  studies  
that influence the p e rso a n li th  in a fem inine d irec t ion .
I think we a re  h e re  m eeting an in te re s t in g  fa c to r  in our  
fem inine developm ent. We le a rn  that the m o re  we ac t  
and pose in fem inine w ays  the m o re  and e a s ie r  do we
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think fem in in e ly .  It is  as  i f  the outer fem in ine  p ra c tic in g  
has an inn er m en ta l e f fec t .  O ur inn er fem in ine  s e l f  
grow s and m a tu re s  tow a rd s  fu ll  e x p re ss io n .  We not 
only c re a te  an outer  fem in ine  i l lu s io n ,  but d re s s e d  as  
a wom an we a lso  g ra d u a lly  fe e l  that w e a r e  wom en.  
D re ss e d  as  m en, we ac t  l ik e  m en and think like m en.  
D re ss e d  as wom en, we a r e  wom en having no feeling  
of fooling soc ie ty .

My height, only 5 fee t  and 4 inches w ithout shoes,  
and m y w eight, 122 pounds, a re  of g re a t  advantage when  
t ry in g  to c re a te  the authentic ap p ea ran ce  of a w om an.
My bone s t ru c tu re  is  light and I have but l i t t le  m u sc u la r  
developm ent. A  fine s le n d e r  g i r l i s h  w a is t  is  n a tu re 's  
gift to m e. The fat on m y b r e a s t  m akes it e a s y  to  m ake  
a good c le avag e . M y unpadded m e a su re m e n ts  a re  3 5 -  
2 5 -1/ 2 -3 5 .  I p r e f e r  a b ra  s ize  36 w ith  an a or b cup 
and use a panty g ird le  w ith ap p ro p r ia te  d e r r i e r e  and 
hip paddings. My hands a r e  s m a l l ,  g love s ize  6-1/2  
and I have s le n d e r  a rm s  and w r i s t s .  The s tra p  of m y  
w r i s t  watch m e a s u re s  only 6-1/2 . My fe e t  a re  s ize  6 
and n a r ro w . I use stockings s ize  9. When a p p ro p r ia te ly  
padded I am  a ty p ic a l  s ize  14 or 16. I a lw ays  w e a r  a 
c o rs e le t te  or other s o r t  of foundation under m y m a le  
outfit, when not d re s s e d  as a w om an, as I find that it  
helps to keep m y s le n d e r  w a is t .

N atu ra l ly  I tw eeze  m y brow s to the extent p o ss ib le .
I have to shave tw ice a day in o rd e r  to keep m y d ark  
som ewhat strong b e a rd  aw ay. T h e re fo re  it takes som e  
t im e fo r  me to m ake-u p , but it is  a lw ays  p o ss ib le  to  
give m y face a sm ooth fem inine s u r fa c e  when doing the 
m ake up job c a re fu l ly .  I hope som e day to have m y  bearc  
com p le te ly  re m o ve d  by  e le c t r o ly s i s .  My b re a s ts  a r e  
f r e e  of h a i r .  I shave m y a rm s  and legs r e g u la r ly ,  but 
the growth of h a ir  on these  is  not as s trong  as f o r m e r ly .  
Like G .G . *s I have to s tru g g le  w ith  w r in k le s  of m y  face  
and constantly  have to t r e a t  m y skin w ith  day and night 
c r e a m s .

Ttouvutia,
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I am u n m a rr ie d  because  I find m a r r ia g e  a difficu lt  
a f fa i r  that can give im m en se  ¿rouble when the husband  
is an F P . You know what you have , but not what you 
get.

The splendid C h e v a l ie r  P ublications  give a sense  
of "belonging11 and we can see that we a re  not alone in 
our d e s i r e s .  I am  now in m y m iddle fo r t ie s  and want  
to ex p ress  m y s e l f  as a m atu re  wom an when fem in in e ly  
d re sse d . I think we get much m o re  jo y  when our a p 
p earan ce  is  in accord an ce  with our age and it is  much  
e a s ie r  to obtain the authentic look. I find it  fasc inating  
to read  in TRANSVESTIA about the F . P .  fs who a re  
o ld er  than I and a re  s t i l l  enjoying F em m ep erso n a tio n ,  
y e s ,  perhaps m o re  than e v e r .  R ep orts  and accounts  
f ro m  these e ld e r ly  s i s t e r s  show that we n e v e r  need  
w o r r y  about our age. E v e ry  age has it*s own sp e c ia l  
fasc ination , not lea s t  fo r  w om en, nor le s s  fo r  F . P .  *s.
I look fo rw a rd  to becom ing an old lady.

I have exp erien ced  being able to pass  as an authentic  
woman among o th ers .  This is fine , but fo r  us g i r ls  it  
is s t i l l  b e tte r  to fe e l  that we have found the w ay  into  
the fem inine w o r ld .  I fe e l  that we should be thankful 
that we have been endowed with the a b i l i ty  to a lso  e x 
p re s s  the beautifu l fem inine side of our mind.

ERNA - F D - J - l - F . P . E .

E d i t o r s  N o t e ;  ERNA i s  o u r  4 t h  Co v e r  G i r l  f rom a 
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y .  We had Joan  from A u s t r a l i a  on # 8 ,  
J u d i t h  f rom Canada on # 2 5 ,  and Roma from S o u t h  A f r i c a  
on # 2 7 .  Now we ha v e  a European r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  
Erna from Denmark.  Our we l c o me  i s  e x t e n d e d  t o  h e r  
bot h as  Cover  G i r l  and as  a new member o f  FPE. We 
hope t o  s o o n  ha v e  un d e r  way a European c h a p t e r  ‘o f  FPE 
t o  be c a l l e d  "The Beaumont  S o c i e t y "  and Erna w i l l  
be a c h a r t e r  member o f  i t  I am s u r e .

T M uvutia
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F I C T I O N

S i t ô t * *

by GLORIA 3 8 - A - l

It was  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  s pr i ng  
w h e n  my l i f e  was  c h a n g e d  c o m p l e t e l y !
Out  of  t he  c l e a r  b l u e  sky i t  s e e m e d - - I ,  
a boy  of  s i x t e e n  b e c a m e  i n  a l l  f a c e t s  
t h a t  m e e t  t he  e y e ,  a GIRL!

It was  in t he  m i d s t  of  the  g r e a t  d e 
p r e s s i o n ,  i n  t he  e a r l y  s u m m e r  of  ” 33  
t h a t  I w e n t  to s pe nd  t he  s u m m e r  wi t h  my  
M o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r  and U n c l e  J i m and p l u n g e d  
i n t o  t he  e x c i t i n g  l i f e  of  a C a r n i v a l ,  
t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s  
for one  w e e k  s t a n d s ,  s e t t i n g  up,  t r u c k i n g  
by n i g h t s  to  a new l o c a t i o n ,  b r e a k i n g  
up and m o v i n g  e a c h  w e e k e n d .  U n c l e  J i m  
ran t he  f e r r i s  w h e e l  and whi p  and the  
" f o l l i e s ” , a g i r l i e  s h o w.  Aunt  Ef f i e  
s o l d  t i c k e t s  and k e p t  the  a c c o u n t s ,  and 
my c o u s i n  C o n n i e  m a n a g e d  the  F o l l i e s  
and d a n c e d  wi t h  t he  " l i n e ” o f  g i r l s  w h i l e  
U n c l e  J i m did the  " s p i e l i n g ” to  draw the  
c r o w d .  I h e l p e d  out  as be s t  I c o u l d ,  
c l e a n i n g  t he  t e n t  in the  m o r n i n g s ,  h e l p i n  
wi t h  t he  j i r l ' s  wa r d r o b e  (a t ask  I l o v e d ) ,  
and m a k i n g  m y s e l f  u s e f u l  as be s t  I c o u l d  
to  e a r n  my " k e e p ” for the  s u m m e r .

I was  t he  o n l y  boy  i n  our f a m i l y  of
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f our ,  and the  y o u n g e s t  of  t he  b r o o d .  I g u e s s  I was  my  
Mot her*s  f a v o r i t e ,  at  any  r a t e  I r e c e i v e d  m o r e  of  her  
l o v i n g  c a r e  and a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  my  o l d e r  s i s t e r s ,  and was  
p e t t e d  and p a m p e r e d  mo r e  t han  was  g o o d  for m e .  Fa t he r  
worked  on the  r a i l r o a d ,  a b r a k e m a n ,  and was  out  on hi s  
run mu c h  of  the  t i m e .  I r e a l l y  n e v e r  b e c a m e  c l o s e  to  
h i m .  He s e e m e d  to f a v o r  t he  g i r l s  m o r e  t han h i s  o n l y  
son,  at l e a s t  I r e s e n t e d  hi s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e m ,  a l t h o u g h  
he p r o b a b l y  s pr e ad  hi s  l o v e  and a t t e n t i o n  e v e n l y  a m o n g  
us.  I f e l t  t h a t  I s h o u l d  h a v e  the  m a j o r  s hare  and so r e 
t i r e d  f rom as mu c h  as p o s s i b l e ,  g r o w i n g  up to e n v y  my  
s i s t e r s  and p e r h a p s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  i m i t a t i n g  t h e m  a g r e a t ,  
d e a l ,  to h i s  p u z z l e m e n t  no d o u b t .  And t h e n  i t  h a p p e n e d !  
One i c e  n i g h t  he f e l l  under  the  t r a i n  and was  k i l l e d .  
Mot her  was l e f t  wi t h  we four  to c a r e  for,  a f o r m i d a b l e  
task in t ho s e  t r y i n g  t i m e s ,  w h e n  j us t  g e t t i n g  e n o u g h  to  
e a t  was a p r o b l e m  wi t h  m a n y  t ha t  we k n e w .  My o l d e s t  
s i s t e r  had f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l  and wo r k e d  in a c a f e .  The  
ot her  g i r l s  we r e  s t i l l  in h i g h - s c h o o l  and a f t e r  the  f u n e r a l  
e x p e n s e s  l i t t l e  was  l e f t  of  t he  i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y .  My 
Mot he r  found e m p l o y m e n t  in a l a u n d r y  and s t r u g g l e d  to  
k e e p  the f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r ,  at  l e a s t  to s e e  us a l l  t hr o ug h  
h i g h - s c h o o l .  So,  i t  was  a w e l c o m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h e n  my  
Aunt  Ef f i e  o f f e r e d  to t a k e  me  under  her  c a r e  and l e t  me  
l i v e  wi t h  t h e m ,  w o r k i n g  wi t h  the  " s h o w ” d u r i n g  the  s u m 
mer s e a s o n .

T h e  F o l l i e s  g i r l s  we r e  r e c r u i t e d  f rom a m o n g  t he  u n 
f o r t u n a t e  who had g o t t e n  i n t o  s o m e  m i n o r  t r o u b l e  in t h e i r  
h o m e  t owns  and w e l c o m e d  a c h a n c e  to g e t  a w a y  f rom a l l  
who kne w t h e m ,  j o i n i n g  the  C a r n i v a l  for t he  f r e e d o m  and 
a d v e n t u r e  i t  o f f e r e d .  T h e y  we r e  a fun l o v i n g  l o t  as a 
r ul e ,  t h o u g h  hard and a b i t  b a wd y  under  the  s t a n d a r d s  
of  t h o s e  d a y s .  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  a d e a l  o f  t e a s i n g  and g o o d  
nat ur e d  fun w h i c h  I r a t he r  e n j o y e d .  T h e y  we r e  a l w a y s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  to dress  me  up in one  of  t h e i r  c o s t u m e s  and 
m a k e  a g i r l  of  m e ,  and I p r e t e n d e d  to s hudde r  at the  
t h o u g h t .  And t h e n  one  m o r n i n g  t h e y  did j us t  t h a t !  When  
C o n n i e  c a m e  i n t o  the  d r e s s i n g  t e n t  I was  w e a r i n g  a c a n 
c a n  c o s t u m e ,  my r a t h e r  l o n g  h a i r  c u r l e d  wi t h  an i r o n  
and f l u f f e d  on the  top of  my h e a d ,  my f a c e  m a d e  up c o m 
p l e t e l y .  The  c h a n g e  was  r e a l l y  s t a r t l i n g  w h e n  I f a c e d  
m y s e l f  in t he  mi rror ,  and I mu s t  h a v e  worn an e x p r e s s i o n
of rapture  wh e n  C o n n i e  w a l k e d  i n .  She  did no t  r e c o g n i z e  
me at a l l ! !  The  g i r l s  m a d e  no m o v e  to t e l l  her  e i t h e r ,
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e n j o y i n g  t he  j o k e  i m m e n s e l y ,  g i v i n g  m e  t i m e  to r e g a i n  
my c o m p o s u r e  s o m e w h a t .  I b e g a n  to e n j o y  t he  fun and 
sa t  down on a b e n c h ,  c r o s s e d  my me s h  c l a d  l e g s  p r o v o c a 
t i v e l y  and r e a c h e d  for a c i g a r e t t e  wi t h  w h a t  n o n c h a 
l a n c e  I c o u l d  m u s t e r .  Th e  c i g a r e t t e  was  my undo i ng !
I had n e v e r  l e a r n e d  to s m o k e ,  and w e n t  i n t o  a f i t  of  
c o u g h i n g ,  a t t r a c t i n g  C o n n i e ’s a t t e n t i o n .  "Jess",  she  
s c r e a m e d ,  "WHAT ARE YOU DOING LIKE THIS?" The  
s i t u a t i o n  was  f u n n y ,  and she burs t  out  l a u g h i n g  as did  
the  o t h e r s .  It  was  c o n t a g e o u s  and I j o i n e d  h y s t e r i c a l l y .  
Just  t h e n  Aunt  E f f i e  and U n c l e  J i m w a l k e d  i n ,  a t t r a c t e d  
by the  h i l a r i t y .

At  f i r s t  t h e y  we r e  f l a b b e r g a s t e d ,  t h e y  j us t  c o u l d  not  
b e l i e v e  t h e i r  e y e s !  T h e y  k i d d e d  me  u n m e r c i f u l l y  at  f i r s t ,  
and t h e n  t h e i r  j o k i n g  r e ma r k s  t ur ne d  to c o m p l i m e n t s .  I 
had to  turn and p r a n c e  and p o s e ,  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  c a m e  
n a t u r a l l y  to m e  f rom w a t c h i n g  t he  g i r l s  on t he  i n s i d e  
s t a g e .  I did a par t  of  t he  C a n - C a n  d a n c e  t h a t  was  the  
m a i n  n u m b e r  i n  t he  "show" to the  d e l i g h t  of  a l l ,  and I 
a d m i t  to a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x c i t i n g  p l e a s u r e  of  my own.

" C o m e  n o w " ,  C o n n i e  e x c l a i m e d ,  " g e t  out  o f  a l l  
t h i s ,  J e s s i c a " ,  g i v i n g  me  the  n a m e  t h a t  I b e a r  u n t i l t o d a y .  
"Ge t  over  to  t he  c o o k  t e n t  a l l  o f  y o u ,  the  show s tart s  
i n  a n o t h e r  h o u r ! "  She  s t a y e d  b e h i n d  and h e l p e d  me  g e t  
out  o f  t he  c o s t u m e ,  r e m a r k i n g  t he  w h i l e  "you r e a l l y  e n 
j o y e d  t h i s  l i t t l e  p l a y - a c t i n g  d i d n ’ t y o u  h o n ?  You know,  
y o u  m a k e  a very  n i c e  l o o k i n g  g i r l ,  I c a n  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  
my e y e s .  Wi th a n i c e  h a i r d o  y o u  c o u l d  f o o l  a n y b o d y . "  
"But  e n o u g h  of  t h i s ,  g e t  d r e s s e d  now and h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  
to e a t ,  y o u  h a v e n ' t  m u c h  t i m e . "  R e l u c t a n t l y  I drew on 
my c o r d u r o y s  and a r my  s h o e s  and w a l k e d  over  to the  c o o k  
t e n t ,  t o o  e x c i t e d  to e a t  mo r e  t han  a m e r e  s n a c k .

T h a t  n i g h t  I l a y  a w a k e  in my  t r a i l e r  bunk for a l o n g  
t i m e .  I w o n d e r e d  w h a t  had h a p p e n e d  to me  t ha t  m o r n i n g ,  
why I was  so s t r a n g e l y  t h r i l l e d  and e x c i t e d .  Would I 
e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e  t hi s  w o n d e r f u l  t h r i l l  a g a i n ?  I d r i f t e d  
o f f  i n t o  a f i t f u l l  s l e e p  and d r e a m e d  t ha t  I was  i n  the  
" l i n e " ,  t o s s i n g  my h i p s  and s m i l i n g  at t he  me n  in the  
a u d i e n c e  p r o v o c a t i v e l y .  Aunt  Ef f i e  c a m e  i n t o  the  t r a i l e r  
a f t e r  c l o s i n g  and t e n d e r l y  put  her  hand on my h e a d ,  "you  
are  a r e a l  d o l l "  I h e a r d  her  murme r.
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And n e x t  w e e k  my d r e a m  b e c a m e  a r e a l i t y !  A boy  
d e l i v e r e d  a no t e  to Aunt  Ef f i e  f r om S ue ,  one  of  t he  s ix  
gir l s  on the s h o w.  She  had f ound  r o m a n c e  wi t h  o ne  of  
the l o c a l  boys  and was  g o i n g  to g e t  m a r r i e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  
on the i r  way to the  l o c a l  Gre t na  Gr e e n !  A f a m i l y  c o n 
f e r e n c e  was q u i c k l y  c a l l e d ,  for a r e p l a c e m e n t  c o u l d  j us t  
not  be found on s uch short  n o t i c e .  What  to  do!  Th e  
r o u t i n e s  r e q u i r e d  s i x  g i r l s  to e x e c u t e !  And t h e n  t h e y  
a l l  l o o k e d  at  me  at  the  s a m e  t i m e ,  and b r o k e  i n t o  roars  
of  d e l i g h t !  I was  s i t t i n g  on t he  s t u d i o  c o u c h  e a t i n g  an 
a p p l e  and l o o k e d  up at  t h e m  in p u z z l e m e n t .

’’J e s s i c a ” t h e y  a l l  e x c l a i m e d  at o n c e !  ’’ Woul d y o u  
t a k e  S u e ' s  p l a c e ,  j u s t  for t o d a y ? ” As ke d  C o n n i e .  I 
s t ared  at t h e m d u m b f o u n d e d !  Ye t  a l i t t l e  t h r i l l  was  
c r o w d i n g  my b r e a t h  so t h a t  I c o u l d  no t  a n s w e r .  ’’ You  
c a n  do the  r o u t i n e s , ” s a i d  C o n n i e ,  "j us t  w a t c h  t he  res t  
of  us and f o l l o w  a l o n g .  You h a v e  w a t c h e d  us e n o u g h  to  
know what  i t  i s  a l l  a b o u t " .  I s t i l l  c o u l d  not  an s we r !  
" P l e a s e ,  j us t  t h i s  o n c e " ,  she  b e g g e d ,  s i t t i n g  on t he  c o u c h  
b e s i d e  me  wi t h  her  h a n d s  s t r o k i n g  my a r m .  I n o d d e d  
d u m b l y ,  i h a v i n g  no words  in my m ou t h .

a d T . i a v s  w o H . - u o  s 2 h i ra o J a rn 1 0 I 1»n i 1 i s  w : i *
" L e t ’s g e t  bus y ,  Mo t he r "  s a i d  C o n n i e .  ” Go t a k e  a 

bath now Jes s ,  and y o u  s t ar t  on h i s  h a i r  Mo t h e r ,  w h i l e  I 
go for the  c o s t u m e ” . With t ha t  she tore  out  of  the  t r a i l e r  
door w h i l e  I s t u m b l e d  ove r  to t he  s ho we r  t e n t .

v; : :• u . - : v;n i d m o o n a v a J o n  , b 3 i ?. u s  ti 3  l  -
An hour  l a t e r  I was  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  S u e ' s  r e p l a c e 

m e n t !  My h a i r  was  b e a u t i f u l l y  c u r l e d  and t i e d  wi t h  a 
l a r g e  r i b b o n  in the  b a c k  to c o v e r  i t ' s  s h o r t e s t  a r e a ,  my  
n a t u r a l l y  l o n g  l a s h e s  we r e  h e a v i l y  m a s c a r a e d  and a dark  
s ha do w a d d e d ,  m y  brows  we r e  p l u c k e d  and s h a p e d ,  my  
m o u t h  m a d e  i n t o  a c u t e  ” b e e  s t u n g ” s h a p e  of  the  t i m e s ,  
l a r g e  g o l d  b u t t o n  e a r r i n g s  s c r e w e d  i n t o  p l a c e .  A w a s p -  
w a i s t e d  c o r s e t  of  Aunt  E f f i e ' s  e a r l i e r  d a y s  in p l a c e ,  the  
me s h  t h e a t r i c a l  s t o c k i n g s  t i g h t l y  drawn and the  f r i l l y  
p a n t i e s  and v o l u m i n o u s  p e t t i c o a t s  of  the  c a n - c a n  c o s t u m e  
s l i p p e d  over  my he ad*  "I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  try h i g h  
h e e l s  at  f i r s t ’’ , , s a i d  C o n n i e .  "How a b o u t  t h o s e  a n k l e  
strap p l a t f o r m  s h o e s  o f  y o u r ’ s Mo t h e r ?  T h e  h e e l s  are  not  
so h i g h  r e a l l y .  T h e y  j u s t  l o o k  t ha t  w a y ! "  With t h e m  
on my f e e t  we b e g a n  t he  short  way  to the  ’’ F o l l i e s " t e n t ,
e n t e r i n g  the  i n t e r i o r  t hr o ug h  a f l a p  in the  c a n v a s .  T h e  
" g i r l s ” s c r e a m e d  w i t h  d e l i g h t !  T h e y  had b e e n  h uddl e d:

T latumUa,
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around the  s t a g e ,  w o n d e r i n g  what  t h e y  w o u l d  do w i t h o u t  
S u e .  Af t e r  m a n y  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  r e m a r k s ,  we  a l l  w e n t  
up on t he  s t a g e  and the  p i a n o  and drum s t a r t e d  for an 
h o u r - l o n g  r e h e a r s a l .  E v e r y t h i n g  w e n t  w o n d e r f u l l y  w e l l ,
I f e l l  i n t o  the  r o u t i n e  e a s i l y  e n o u g h ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g i r l s  
t h r o u g h  t h r e e  p r a c t i c e  s e s s i o n s .  "You w i l l  do,  H o n ” . 
C o n n i e  s a i d .  " D o n ' t  g e t  f r i g h t e n e d  now i f  y o u  m a k e  a 
m i s t a k e ” . "The  o t h e r s  a r e n ' t  t o o  w o n d e r f u l  as p e r f o r m 
ers a n y w a y ,  and no o ne  w i l l  pay  any a t t e n t i o n " ,  w h i c h  
b r o u g h t  a c h o r u s  o f  " b o o s ” f rom t he  o t he r  g i r l s ,  as t h e y  
f i l e d  out  for a h a l f  hour  to res t  b e f o r e  the  f i r s t  p e r f o r m 
a n c e .  I g l a d l y  w e n t  b a c k  to t he  t r a i l e r  and g o t  out  of  
t h o s e  s h o e s .  My f e e t  w e r e  h u r t i n g  me  and the  c o r s e t  
was  g e t t i n g  u n c o m f o r t a b l y  t i g h t .  I did m a n a g e  to e a t  a 
s a n d w i c h  and dr i nk a g l a s s  of  m i l k ,  but  j us t  c o u l d  not  
s e e m  to  m a n a g e  my u s u a l  a m p l e  l u n c h .

T h e  e v e n i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  w e n t  q u i t e  w e l l ,  I was  
v e r y  proud and p l e a s e d  wi t h  the  way I had c a r r i e d  out  my  
par t  of  the  show,  a l t h o u g h  I did g e t  the  o t he r s  r a t her  c o n
f u s e d  at  the e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  p e r f o r m a n c e  out  f r o n t .  Of  
c o u r s e  t h e y  w e r e  o v e r  a n x i o u s  and f l u b b e d  t h e i r  parts  
t o o ,  a l l  w a i t i n g  for me  to mi s s  a c u e .  H o w e v e r ,  the  
o u t - f r o n t  a c t  is v e r y  short ,  m o s t l y  we j us t  s t ood  i n  a l i n e  
and s m i l e d  p r e t t i l y  at  the  p r o s p e c t i v e  c u s t o m e r s ,  whom  
U n c l e  J i m b u l l i e d  and c o a x e d  i n s i d e  to s e e  the  "bi g  show"  
It was  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  e v e n t u a l l y  and I s t r u g g l e d  to  my  
bed e x h a u s t e d ,  not  e v e n  c o m b i n g  out  my ha i r  or r e m o v i n g  
my  m a k e - u p .  I d a n c e d  a l l  n i g h t  i n  my  d r e a m s  and wo ke  
up at t e n  in t he  m o r n i n g ,  t i r e d  but  s t r a n g e l y  h a p p y .

Aunt  E f f i e  c a m e  i n t o  t he  l i t t l e  b e d r o o m  and h a n d e d  
me  a s i l k  C h i n e s e  d r e s s i n g  g o w n ,  s a y i n g  t e a s i n g l y  ," bre ak-  
f a s t  i s  r e a d y ,  D o l l ,  h e r e  s l i p  i n t o  t h e s e ,  I h o p e  t h e y  f i t ? '  
As she p r o d u c e d  a pa i r  of  " m u l e s "  wi t h  p i n k  bunny  t a i l s  
on the  i n s t e p .  Wi t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  I d o n n e d  the  f r i l l y  
t h i n g s  and g r a c e f u l l y  s l i d  i n t o  t he  t i n y  d i n e t t e ,  mu c h  to 
the  a m u s e m e n t  of  C o n n i e  and my Au n t .  I f ound m y s e l f  
b l u s h i n g  under  my m a k e - u p ,  and s t ar e d  i n t o  t he  mi rror  
at  my s i d e  for r e a s s u r a n c e .  J e s s i c a  s t ar e d  b a c k  at me ,  a 
l i t t l e  m u s s e d  but  r a t he r  g i r l i s h l y  p r e t t y .  I l o o k e d  and 
l o o k e d  u n t i l  t he  w o m e n ' s  l a u g h t e r  b r o u g h t  me  b a c k  to 
re a l i  t y .

So b e g a n  my l i f e  as a "Show Gi r l " .  C o n n i e  had be e n
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down to the  town and f ound t h r e e  pa i r s  of  l o v e l y  s l i p p e r s ,  
wi t h  the  h i g h  b u i l t - u p  s o l e s  and h e e l s  of  t he  t i m e s ,  a 
ski r t  and s w e a t e r ,  t h r e e  d r e s s e s  and a j a c k e t ,  and s uc h  
a c c e s s o r i e s  as pur s e s ,  h a n k i e s ,  and a pa i r  of  r e a l l y  w i l d  
s u n - g l a s s e s  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  " s h i m m y s "  and h o s e  of  r e a l  
s i l k -----and a f o r m i d a b l e  c o r s e t  t h a t  l a c e d  up the  b a c k !  !

" B u t - B u t -  B u t " I s t a m m e r e d !  "What  g o e s  h e r e ? ” As 
i f  I did not  s u s p e c t !  MWe c a n  n e v e r  g e t  a g i r l  for the  
a c t  t ha t  c a n  do i t  as w e l l  as y o u  d o .  J E S S I C A , 
d r a w l e d  C o n n i e ,  t a n t a l i z i n g l y ! And y o u  LOVE i t ,  I know  
y o u  do!  And y o u  c a n ' t  go  r u n n i n g  a r ound i n  b o y ' s  c l o t h e s ,  
now c a n  y o u ?  Not  wh e n  y o u  are  a Show Gi r l ?  And,  be-  
s i d e s ,  you  mus t  g e t  used to b e i n g  a g i r l  to a c t  l i k e  o n e !
S o ----- i t ' s  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  for y o u  for the  s e a s o n ,  D a r l i n g !
And l o o k  h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  for y o u ! ” U n w r a p p i n g  a p a c k 
a g e  she h e l d  up t wo  l o v e l y  s i l k  n i g h t i e s .  I b l u s h e d !
"How c u t e ” e x c l a i m e d  Aunt  E f f i e !  "Oh,  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  to 
be r e a l  fun,  h a v i n g  a n o t h e r  g i r l  in the  f a m i l y " .  Wi th  
t ha t  she l e f t  the  t r a i l e r ,  s a y i n g  " T a k e  c a r e  of  her  C o n n i e " ,  
Whi ch C o n n i e  p r o c e e d e d  to do,  wi t h  unbound e n t h u s i a s m !

"You know,  J e s s i c a " ,  she  b e g a n ,  "I h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  
l o n e l y  for a g i r l  f r i e n d  of  my own a g e ,  w h i l e  Mo t h e r  and 
Dad are t he  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  p a r e n t s  e v e r ,  I h a v e  b e e n  an 
o n l y  c h i l d  s i n c e  t h e y  f ound me  as a baby  and t o o k  me  i n 
to t h e i r  h e a r t s  as t h e i r  o wn " .

"But",  I i n t e r u p t e d ,  "I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  y o u  we r e  my  
b l o o d  c o u s i n ,  I n e v e r  d r e a m e d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  n o t " .

"I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  so t o o ,  u n t i l  l a s t  C h r i s t m a s " ,
C o n n i e  s a i d .  "I f ound  s o m e  baby  t h i n g s  and a g o l d  l o c k e t  
in an ol d t r a v e l i n g  c a s e  at  t ha t  t i m e ,  and I a s ke d  Mo t h e r  
a b o u t  t h e m .  She  t o l d  me  t he  s t o r y ,  o f  how she and Dad 
f ound m e  a b a n d o n e d  near  t he  show l o t ,  and h a v i n g  no  
c h i l d r e n  of  t h e i r  own,  t o o k  me  in and r a i s e d  me  as t h e i r  
o wn.  No r e a l  Mo t h e r  c o u l d  h a v e  l o v e d  me  m o r e ,  nor  
c o u l d  I l o v e  any r e a l  p a r e n t  m o r e  t han I do Mo t h e r  and  
D a d " .

" T h e n  y o u  d o n ' t  know who  y o ur  r e a l  p a r e n t s  are ,  
C o n n i e ? "  I a s k e d .  "The  o n l y  c l u e  is the  l o c k e t " ,  she  
r e p l i e d .  "The  n a m e  C o n n i e  and t he  d a t e  N o v e m b e r  1916,  
and the  baby  c l o t h e s  t h a t  I was  w e a r i n g .  T h e y  are  hand
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s e w n  wi t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  my Mo t h e r  mus t  h a v e  r e a l l y  l o v e d  
m e ” , she  s a i d .  "But e n o u g h  of  t ha t ,  we  h a v e  t h i n g s  to  
do,  my s i s t e r ” ! "You c a n ' t  use the  s ho we r  t e n t  any mo r e ,  
so use  t he  s h o w e r  h e r e  in t he  t r a i l e r ,  and h u r r y ! ”

My s h o w e r  c o m p l e t e d ,  I r e t u r n e d  to the  l i v i n g  room  
to  f i nd C o n n i e  a l l  r e a d y  to b e g i n  my t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .
Fi rs t  my  h a i r  was  s e t  in c u r l e r s  to dry w h i l e  she  a t t a c k e d  
m y  n a i l s .  S o o n  t h e y  w e r e  n i c e  liy s h a p e d  and b u f f e d  wi t h  
c h a l k  and a b u f f e r  to a g l e a m i n g  sheen; .  She;  t h e n  s t a r t e d  
on my  f a c e ,  c r e a m  and p o w d e r ,  m a s c a r a  and l i p s t i c k  and  
my  l a s h e s  c u r l e d  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  c u r l e r  t i l l  t h e y  g a v e  me  
a w i d e  e y e d  l o o k  o f  i n n o c e n c e ' .  She  t h e n  c o m b e d  out  t he  
h a i r  and a d d e d  a s m a l l  h a i r p i e c e  i n  b a c k  to c o v e r  my  
n e c k l i n e ,  r e m a r k i n g  "In j u s t  a f e w w e e k s  we wo n t  n e e d  
t h a t !  " I s t e p p e d  i n t o  t he  b e d r o o m  and d o n n e d  my c h e m i s e  
and the  c o r s e t ,  under  a d v i c e  t hr ough  t he  c u r t a i n  f rom  
C o n n i e  and c a m e  b a c k  to h e r .  She  drew i n the  l a c e s  t i l l  
I c r i e d  " s t o p ” r e m a r k i n g ,  "You w i l l  s o o n  g e t  a c c u s t o m e d  
t o  t h i s ,  my  d e a r ,  now put  on your  h o s e  and s l i p ,  and I 
w i l l  h e l p  y o u  w i t h  t h i s  d r e s s .  We mu s t  be c a r e f u l l  not  to  
mus s  y o u r  h a i r ” . So o n  I was  as r e a d y  as I e v e r  w o u l d  be ,  
s he  h a n d e d  m e  a purs e  and my s u n - g l a s s e s  and s a i d ,  "now  
we  w i l l  j u s t  s t r o l l  do wn t he  s t r e e t  for a wa y s ,  away f rom  
t h e  l o t  w h i l e  I c o a c h  y o u  on how to a c t  l i k e  a g i r l  d o e s  
i n  p u b l i c ” . So,  arm in arm we s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  t he  grassy  
l o t  to t he  s i d e w a l k  and w a l k e d  under  t he  o v e r h a n g i n g  
t r e e s  t o wa r d  t he  t o wn  i n  the  d i s t a n c e .  I had a * l i t t l e  
t r o u b l e  w i t h  my  n e w s h o e s ,  was  t o l d  to h o l d  my l e g s  
s t r a i g h t  and w a l k  f r om t he  h i p s ,  p u t t i n g  t he  h e e l  down  
to t he  g r o und  w i t h  t h e  t o e  of  the  s h o e ,  not  t o  " c l o m p ” 
but  to s w i n g .  I f o u n d  i t  to be q u i t e  e a s y  a f t e r  a short  
d i s t a n c e ,  t he  h i g h e r  h e e l s  f o r c i n g  m e  to t a k e  a f e m i n i n e  
s t r i d e  and t o  w a l k  w i t h  a m o v e m e n t  or t h e  h i p s ,  
a t t r a c t i v e l y ,  as I had s o  o f t e n  a d m i r e d  g i r l s  d o i n g .

"Now,  s a i d  C o n n i e .  "Le t ' s  m a k e  w i t h  t he  purse !
D o n ' t  c a r r y  i t  l i k e  a b a g  of  s and,  i t  i s  a p r e t t y  t h i n g  a 
pa r t  of  y o ur  w a r d r o b e ,  h a n d l e  i t  t h i s  w a y ” , and she d e 
m o n s t r a t e d ,  c a r r y i n g  i t  l i g h t l y ,  w i t h  t he  arm s l i g h t l y  
b e n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  by t he  s t rap ,  o f t e n  h e l d  in the  a r m.  I 
c a u g h t  t he  i d e a ,  but  t h e  purs e  was  t he  h a r d e s t  t h i n g  to  
f tct  a c c u s t o m e d  to!  I m i s s e d  my  p o c k e t s !  "Throw your  
S h o u l d e r s  b a c k ,  l e t  your  bo dy  c u r v e ,  be f l u i d  . D o n ’ t ar 
j u s t  w a l k ,  s t rut !  S e e ? ” And she w a l k e d  a h e a d  of  me  to
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d e m o n s t r a t e .  I was  so f a s c i n a t e d  t hat  I f o r g o t  t ha t  I 
was s u p p o s e d  to be a g i r l  t o o ,  and she  p r o m p t l y  " c a l l e d "  
me  for i t ,  an a m u s e d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  he r  e y e s !

Two  hours  l a t e r  we  w e r e  b a c k  h o m e  and had to  g e t  
c h a n g e d  for the  four o * c l o c k  s h o w .  We j u s t  m a d e  i t ,  
d r e s s i n g  in the  t r a i l e r  and e n t e r i n g  t he  m a i n  t e n t  wh e r e  
t he  o t he r  g i r l s  we r e  w a i t i n g .  I f ound d a n c i n g  i n  t he  a c t  
m u c h  e a s i e r  t h a n  w a l k i n g  on the  s t r e e t !  T h r e e  s hows  
b e f o r e  s i x ,  t h e n  f i v e  by e l e v e n  t i r e d  me  to e x h a u s t i o n !
I j us t  " f e l l "  i n t o  bed and m o r n i n g  c a m e  a l l  t o o  s o o n .  As 
a g i r l  I was  s par e d  t he  rough work o f  t e a r i n g  down and  
m o v i n g .  We p a c k e d  e v e r y t h i n g  a w a y  i n  t he  t r a i l e r  and  
U n c l e  J i m h o o k e d  the  b i g  o l d P a c k a r d  to i t  and a w a y  we  
d r o v e  to the  n e x t  l o c a t i o n ,  r e a d y  to r e p e a t  t he  r o u t i n e  
on M o n d a y .  So p a s s e d  t h r e e  e n j o y a b l e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s .
We wo u l d  not  p l a y  t he  f a i r s  b e f o r e  s e t t i n g  down for a 
l e i s u r e l y  w i n t e r .

T h e  show w i n t e r e d  in S o u t h e r n  I n d i a n a ,  s ix  h u n d r e d  
m i l e s  f rom my h o m e ,  I d r e a d e d  to go b a c k  t h e r e ,  t h o u g h  
I m i s s e d  Mom and t a l k e d  to her  on t he  t e l e p h o n e .  Aunt  
Ef f i e  p e r s u a d e d  her  to  l e t  me  s t ay  for the  w i n t e r ,  so t h a t  
f i x e d  t ha t  p r o b l e m !  I had one  y e a r  l e f t  to f i n i s h  Hi gh  
S c h o o l  as did C o n n i e ,  so Aunt  m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for  
us bot h to a t t e n d  a g i r l s  a c a d e m y  In t he  t own w h e r e  we  
m a d e  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r s .  C o n n i e  was  s t u d y i n g  d a n c i n g  and  
i t  was d e c i d e d  t ha t  I w o u l d  do so t o o .  We w e r e  s o o n  
hard slX our r o u t i n e  w h i l e  the  m e n  o v e r h a u l e d  and p a i n t e d  
the  e q u i p m e n t  i n  a l e i s u r e l y  m a n n e r .  For we  "g i r l s "  i t  
was work,  work,  s t udy  and mo r e  work,  t he  w i n t e r  p a s s e d  
q u i c k l y .

C o n n i e  had wo r ke d  up a s i s t e r  a c t ,  a s o n g  and d a n c e  
t e a m ,  My l o w e r  p i t c h e d  v o i c e  b l e n d e d  w i t h  her  c l e a r  
s o pr a no  in a p l e a s i n g  h a r m o n y .  A b o o k i n g  a g e n t  h e a r d  
of  our a c t  and s oon  we  we r e  b o o k e d  for the  s e a s o n  i n  a 
c h a i n  of  v a u d e v i l l e  t h e a t e r s .  By t h i s  t i m e  I was  t h r o u g h 
ly at  h o m e  as a g i r l ,  n e v e r  t hought  o f  m y s e l f  as a n y t h i n g  
but f e m i n i n e .  T h e n  a t e r r i b l e  p r o b l e m  a r o s e ,  my be ar d  
s t ar t ed  to grow!  So b e g a n  t he  l o n g  p r o c e s s  o f  w a x i n g  and  
p l u c k i n g ,  wi t h  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  a s a l o n  w h e n e v e r  we  c o u l d  
spare i t  for p e r m a n e n t  r e m o v a l .  E v e n t u a l l y  we  c o n q u e r e d
that  p r o b l e m  and b e c a m e  q u i t e  a c c u s t o m e d  to h o t e l  l i f e ,  
the q u i c k  m o v e s  to a n o t h e r  d a t e ,  but  s o m e t h i n g  was
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t e r r i b l y  l a c k i n g  in our l i v e s .  T i m e  had p a s s e d  and we  
we r e  bo t h  now t w e n t y  one  and I was  t e r r i b l y  in l o v e  wi t h  
C o n n i e .

By now I was  c o m p l e t e l y  an a t t r a c t i v e  y o u n g  w o m a n  
to  t he  e y e s  o f  o t h e r s .  My h a i r  was  l o n g ,  do wn  on my  
s h o u l d e r s ,  i t ' s  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  brown c o l o r  now a dark a u 
bur n .  My h a n d s  w e r e  s m o o t h ,  my n a i l s  l o n g ,  g l e a m i n g  
o v a l s .  I had  a v e r y  c o m p l e t e  f e m i n i n e  w a r d r o b e ,  my  
l o n g  l e g s  w e r e  a c c u s t o m e d  to h i g h  h e e l s  and s i l k  h o s e .
I had t he  art  of  m a k e - u p  do wn to p e r f e c t i o n ,  and the  
f e m i n i n e  w a l k  and m a n n e r i s m s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  n a t u r a l  
to  m e .  In m o s t  r e s p e c t s  I was  now a w o m a n ,  in a l l  but  
o n e !  I had a m a n ’s g r e a t  l o v e  for a v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  w o m a n  
B u t - - h o w  c o u l d  I t e l l  C o n n i e  of  t h i s ,  m e ,  her  d e a r e s t  
g i r l  f r i e n d !  I l o n g e d  to h o l d  her  in my arms ,  our a c t  b e 
c a m e  l i v i n g  t o r t u r e  w i t h  her  so c l o s e .  Our s e p a r a t e  h o t e l  
r o o m s  w e r e  t o r t u r e  to m e ,  t he  n i g h t s  l o n e l y .  I b e c a m e  
m o o d y  and d i s t r e s s e d .  Our a c t  s u f f e r e d  f rom my m o o d 
i n e s s .  C o n n i e  was  d i s t r e s s e d ,  and we  drew a p a r t .  F i n a l l y ,  
I c o u l d  s t a nd  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  s i t u a t i o n  no l o n g e r .

We w e r e  g o i n g  d o wn  to the  d i n i n g  r o o m b e f o r e  the  
t h e a t e r  w h e n  C o n n i e  c a m e  i n t o  my r o o m t hat  w i n t e r  n i g h t  
She  w o r e  a l i t t l e  fur h a t  and a fur c o l l a r e d  c o a t ,  her  
p e r f u m e  f i l l e d  my  n o s t r i l s ,  and I was  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  the  
mi r r o r  p u t t i n g  t he  l a s t  t o u c h e s  of  my m a k e - u p  whe n  she  
c a m e  c l o s e  to  m e .  " D a r l i n g ,  w h a t  IS t he  m a t t e r ,  wh a t  
h a v e  I d o n e  to m a k e  y o u  a v o i d  m e ? "  She  a s k e d .  I 
t u r n e d  to her  and f o r g o t  t h a t  I was  a s h e - m a n !  I "grabbed  
he r  i n  my  arms  and k i s s e d  her  b e a u t i f u l  m o u t h ,  t e n d e r l y  
at  f i r s t  and t h e n  my  l o n g i n g  m a d e  m e  f o r g e t !  She  drew  
a w a y  f r o m m e ,  h o l d i n g  m e  at  arms  l e n g t h ,  but  I was  not  
t o  be d e n i e d - - a n d  t h e n  my  h i g h  h e e l  c a u g h t  i n  t he  c a r p e t  
and I f e l l  h e a d l o n g  t o  t he  f l o o r ,  d r a g g i n g  her  w i t h  m e !
She  s t r u g g l e d  to a s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  and t r i e d  to  r e m o v e  
her  c o a t ,  he r  h a t  had b e e n  l o s t  in t he  f a l l ,  I c a u g h t  a 
l o o k  at  us i n  t he  l a r g e  w a l l  mi r r o r  and s u d d e n l y  s t a r t e d  
t o  l a u g h !  At  f i r s t  a m u s e d l y  and t h e n  h y s t e r i c a l l y ,  and 
C o n n i e  j o i n e d  i n !

" D a r l i n g " ,  she  c r i e d ,  "I t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d  NEVER 
g e t  a r o u n d  to k i s s i n g  m e  l i k e  t h a t ! "  "I l o v e  y o u ,  dear  
C o n n i e " ,  I s a i d  s o b e r l y .  "I h a v e  a l w a y s  l o v e d  y o u !  But 
HOW c o u l d  I m a k e  l o v e  to  y o u ,  a n o t h e r  g i r l !  It  j u s t
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wo u l d  not  be DECENT! "  "You s i l l y  d a r l i n g " ,  she  e x 
c l a i m e d !  "You are  a MAN to  m e " ,  and she g i g g l e d ! ! ! !  
"But y o u  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  l o o k  l i k e  one !  " "My l o v e l y ,  p r e t t y ,  
a d o r a b l e  m a n - g i r l " ,  and she f e l l  i n t o  my arms ,  k i s s i n g  
m e  in w i l d  a b a n d o n !  "I l o v e  y o u  t o o " ,  she  c r i e d .  "I 
h a v e  b e e n  l i v i n g  i n  m i s e r y  s i n c e  y o u  b e c a m e  so d i s t a n t  
to m e .  I t h o u g h t  y o u  did not  l o v e  m e ! "  We k i s s e d ,  for  
hours  i t  s e e m e d ,  s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  on t he  f l o o r !  T h e n  we  
bot h  l o o k e d  i n t o  t he  mi rror  and s t a r t e d  l a u g h i n g .  Re
f l e c t e d  t h e r e  we saw a g o r g e o u s  b l o n d  g i r l ,  h e r  furs on 
the  f l o o r  around her ,  e m b r a c i n g  a h a n d s o m e  red h a i r e d  
g i r l ,  w i t h  l i p s t i c k  s m e a r e d  on bo t h  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  t h e i r  
l o v e l y  h a i r  b a d l y  m u s s e d ,  t h e i r  d r e s s e s  s a d l y  a s k e w , t h e i r  
ski r t s  a b o v e  t h e i r  k n e e c !  "You know w h a t ? "  L a u g h e d  
C o n n i e ,  "t he  door  is u n l a t c h e d !  If  a n y o n e  s h o u l d  c o m e  
i n  h e r e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d ! "  We s t r u g g l e d  to 
our f e e t ,  e m b r a c e d  a g a i n ,  and w a l k e d  ove r  to t he  mi r r o r  
and s t a r t e d  to r e p a i r  our m a k e - u p  and a r r a n g e  our h a i r ,  
t he n  arm and arm we h e a d e d  for t he  e l e v a t o r .  Our a c t  
t ha t  n i g h t  was  one  o f  w i l d  a b a n d o n !

Th a t  was  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d .  I 
p u r c h a s e d  a m a n ’s s u i t  "for my br o t he r "  and t u c k e d  my  
ha i r  under  a m a n ' s  h a t .  Wi t h o u t  m a k e - u p  and w i t h  a 
p i p e  I l o o k e d  r a t he r  l i k e  a ma n ,  e n o u g h  so t h a t  we  o b 
t a i n e d  a m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  n e x t  day  and w e r e  m a r r i e d  by  
a h a l f  b l i n d ,  h a l f  d e a f  old j u d g e  in the  n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l 
l a g e .  I g a v e  my o c c u p a t i o n  as " f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r " !
We e n g a g e d  the " br i da l  s u i t e "  at  a r e s o r t  h o t e l ,  p h o n e d  
our a g e n t  to c a n c e l  our two r e m a i n i n g  b o o k i n g s  of  t ha t  
s e r i e s ,  and r e t i r e d  to our r o o m s .  My l o v e l y  br i de  wor e  
a c h a s t e  w h i t e  g o wn ,  her  l o n g  b l o n d e  ha i r  hung  do wn  to  
her w a i s t .  She s t o o d  b e f o r e  the  f i r e p l a c e  w a i t i n g  for m e .
I wore  a j e t  b l a c k  g o wn ,  f l o a t i n g  around me  in a m i s t y  
c l o u d ,  my auburn ha i r  f a l l i n g  f r e e  in the  f i r e l i g h t .  We 
e m b r a c e d  t e n d e r l y ,  k i s s e d  a g a i n  and a g a i n  and arm in 
arm we w a l k e d  to the  e n o r m o u s  b e d .  T w o  g i r l s  in a d r e a m  
worl d of  l o v e .  Man ( ?? )  and w i f e ,  n e v e r  to part !

V a u d e v i l l e  had had i t ' s  day ,  b o o k i n g s  we r e  i n f r e 
que nt  and hard to f i nd in t h e a t e r s ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  had p a s s e d  
and ma n y  n i g h t  c l u b s ,  l a r g e  and s m a l l  we r e  o p e r a t i n g  
across  the  c o u n t r y .  T h e s e  c a l l e d  for an i n t i m a t e  a c t ,  
d i r e c t e d  at  a s m a l l e r  a u d i e n c e .  S i s t e r  a c t s  we r e  not  p o p u 
l ar  s o - - I  b e c a m e  the  " s t r a i g h t  man" of  our new c o m e d y
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t e a m .  C o n n i e  b e c a m e  the  "dumb b l o n d e " ,  we  we r e  an 
i m m e d i a t e  s u c c e s s .  I b e c a m e  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  " a u n t i e "  
t y p e ,  the  s i t u a t i o n s  we d e v e l o p e d  we r e  n u m e r o u s  and 
h i l a r i o u s .  We m o v e d  i n t o  the  c i r c u i t  of  the  b e t t e r  c l u b s ,  
e v e n t u a l l y  i n t o  r a d i o  and b e c a m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  f a m o u s .  
We w e r e  now p e r m a n e n t l y  in Ne w York,  we c o u l d  h a v e  the  
c h i l d r e n  we  bo t h  l o n g e d  f or .  Four l o v e l y  d a u g h t e r s  a r r i ve  
in p l a n n e d  s u c c e s s i o n .  C o n n i e  w i s h e d  to r e t i r e ,  s o - - - -
I had to s t ar t  a new c a r e e r ----- the  l o v e - l o r n  c o l u m n  in a
l e a d i n g  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r ,  now s y n d i c a t e d  in p a p e r s  a c r o s s  
t he  c o u n t r y ,  T h a t  i s  w h e r e  I am t o d a y  i f  y o u  h a v e  any  
p r o b l e m s ,  w r i t e  De ar  J e s s i c a !

( *)*( *)*( *)THE E N D ( *)*(*)*(*)
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Som e y e a r s  ag o  so m e b o d y  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  
w h ic h  h a d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  on o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h e e t  a n d  
t e x t  on t h e  o t h e r .  One o f  t h e s e  w a s  c a l l e d  " T A L E S  
FROM A P IN K  M IR R O R " . I t  i s  a s t o r y  o f  a y o u n g  b o y  
w i t h  a m a l i c i o u s  s t e p m o t h e r  who s e n d s  h im  t o  a g i r l s  
s c h o o l  o r  I  s h o u ld  s a y  a  s c h o o l  w h e re  t h e y  m ade g i r l s  
o u t  o f  b o y s .  Yo u  c a n  g u e s s  t h e  w h o le  b i t .  I t  i s  a 
c l a s s i c  o f  i t s  k i n d .  W ith  4 8  p a g e s  o f  t e x t  a n d  4 8  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  i t s  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b o o k  a n d  an  i n t e r 
e s t i n g  s t o r y .

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t e l l i n g  y o u  t h i s  i s  t h a t  m any o f  
y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  b u t  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a n y  o f  
th e m . I  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  so m eo n e  h e r e  i n  L . A .  who h a s  
r e p r i n t e d  th e m  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  g e t  a h o ld  o f  
so m e . So i f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e  p r i c e  i s  $ 4 .0 0  
a n d  y o u  c a n  o r d e r  d i r e c t  f r o m :

C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
B o x  3 6 0 9 1
L o s  A n g e le s  3 6 ,  C a l i f .
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I s u p p o s e  b e i n g  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  and a p o l i c e m a n  r e 
p r e s e n t s  t he  u l t i m a t e  i n  i n c o n g r u i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I 
h a v e  b e e n  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  s i n c e  I was  a c h i l d  and a p o l i c e 
m a n  for a b o u t  10 y e a r s .

I e x p e c t  t h a t  b e i n g  a TV mu s t  i n f l u e n c e ,  in s o me  
wa y ,  t he  m a n n e r  in w h i c h  I p e r f o r m  my d u t i e s .  T h e  on l y  
t h i n g  I c a n  t h i n k  o f  w h i c h  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  be a t t r i b u t e d  
to b e i n g  TV is  t h a t  I am a d v e r s e  to v i o l e n c e .  Wi t hout  
b e i n g  t h o u g h t  i m m o d e s t ,  I h o p e ,  I c a n  say t ha t  I am r e 
g a r d e d  as b e i n g  an e f f i c i e n t  p o l i c e m a n .  I h a v e  had to  
a r r e s t  m a n y  m e n  for m o s t  c r i m e s  e x c e p t  mu r d e r .  I h a v e  
on t wo  o c c a s i o n s  s t o o d  on t he  wr o n g  end of  guns  and 
t a l k e d  m y s e l f  out  of  t hi s  u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  I h a v e  
n e v e r  had to s t r i k e  a ma n  w h i l s t  d o i n g  my dut y ,  Have  
n e v e r  drawn or f i r e d  my g un .  I f e e l  q u i t e  proud of  thi s  
but  m u s t  add t h a t  a l t h o u g h  I know o t h e r  p o l i c e m e n  wi t h  
s i m i l a r  r e c o r d s  I a m ,  as far as I k no w,  the  o n l y  TV c o p  
a r o u n d .

I am s a i d  to h a v e  a v e r y  p e r s u a s i v e  ma n n e r  and i t  
i s  p r o b a b l y  t hi s  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  Do s s i b l e  for me  to do my  
work w i t h o u t  t he  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  w n i c h  John Q. P u b l i c  
n o r m a l l y  a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  p o l i c e m e n .  I h a v e  a good  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e .  I am a g r a d u a t e  nurse ,
h a v e  d o n e  p o s t g r a d u a t e  p s y c h i a t r i c  nu r s i n g  and s t u d i e d  
p s y c h  o l o g y .

26



T’tofU'M tia
One o f  the  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  and  

my f e l l o w  p o l i c e m e n  i s  t h a t  w h e r e a s  I am a w a r e  o f  the  
m a n i f o l d  and d i v e r s e  t y p e s  of  a b n o r m a l i t y ,  m o s t  p o l i c e 
me n  t end  to l u m p  t o g e t h e r  a l l  d e v i a t i o n s  f r om norm under  
one h e a d i n g .  Thus ,  t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  h o m o s e x u a l s ,  t he  e x 
h i b i t i o n i s t ,  n e c r o p h i l e  and r a v i s h e r  are  c l a s s e d  as " q u e e r s ?  
Thi s  i n a b i l i t y  to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  the  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  
is  p r o b a b l y  t he  r e a s o n  why m a n y  T V ’s f a l l  f o u l  o f  t he  l a w .  
Not  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are  T V ’s but  " q u e e r s ” .

In C a n a d a  and E n g l a n d ,  t h e r e  is no s p e c i f i c  l a w or 
s t a t u t e  a g a i n s t  cross  d r e s s i n g .  In E n g l a n d  h o w e v e r ,  I 
know of  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  T V ’s h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  
and c h a r g e d  wi t h  " C o n d u c t  l i k e l y  to c a u s e  a b r e a c h  of  
the  p e a c e " .  T r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  as a g r o up ,  h a v e  not  y e t  a c 
qu i r e d  a r e p u t a t i o n  or i d e n t i t y ,  for g o o d  or e v i l .

Every  p o l i c e m a n ,  at  s o m e  t i m e  or o t h e r  c o m e s  i n t o  
c o n t a c t  wi t h  s o m e  form of  d e v i a t i o n .  P e e p i n g  t o ms  for  
e x a m p l e .  T h e s e  g e n t r y  in s o m e  c a s e s ,  d i s g u i s e  t h e m 
s e l v e s  c r u d e l y ,  as w o m e n .  T h e y  S e q u e n t  p o w d e r  r o o ms  
or w o m e n ' s  c h a n g i n g  r o o ms  at s w i m m i n g  p o o l s .  T h e i r  
u n s k i l l f u l  i m p e r s o n a t i o n s  are  u s u a l l y  s oon  d e t e c t e d  and  
an a rres t  f o l l o w s .  T h e  p o l i c e m a n ,  u n l e s s  he  h a p p e n s  to 
be a TV has  no way  of  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  b e t w e e n  a p e e p i n g  
t o m,  so d i s g u i s e d ,  and a h a r m l e s s  TV. A g a i n ,  m a n y  
h o m o s e x u a l s  d i s g u i s e  t h e m s e l v e s  as w o m e n  wi t h  t he  i n 
t e n t i o n  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  a m a l e  p e r s o n .  If  t h e y  s u c c e e d  
in a t t r a c t i n g  s o m e  ma n ,  t h e i r  m a s q u e r a d e  i s  s oon  d i s 
c o v e r e d  and o f t e n  a f i g h t  d e v e l o p s .  I f  t he  p o l i c e  h a p p e n  
a l o n g  i t  is u s u a l l y  the  h o m o  who g e t s  t he  d i r t y  end  of  
the  d e a l .  I r e c a l l  an i n s t a n c e  in E n g l a n d  w h e r e  a ma n ,  
a s c h o o l t e a c h e r  by p r o f e s s i o n ,  d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  as a w o ma n .  
It was a l l e g e d  t ha t  "she" m a d e  a d v a n c e s  to a m a n .  The  
ma n  on b e c o m i n g  a wa r e  of  "her" t rue  sex b e a t  the  m a s 
q u e r a d e r  so b a d l y  t h a t  d e a t h  e n s u e d .  T h e  ma n  was  s u b 
s e q u e n t l y  c h a r g e d  wi t h  m u r d e r .  He was  e v e n t u a l l y  r e 
l e a s e d  on a r e d u c e d  c h a r g e  as t he  jury f e l t  t h e r e  had  
b e e n  an u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  i m p u l s e  p r o m p t e d  by l o a t h i n g  and  
h u m i l i a t i o n .  i h i s  c a s e  s t i c k s  in my mi n d  as t h e r e  was  
a c t u a l l y  o n l y  the  e v i d e n c e  of  t he  ma n  upon w h i c h  to  
bui l d  a c a s e .  It  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t ha t  the  s c h o o l t e a c h e r  
was i n n o c e n t l y  e n j o y i n g  h i m s e l f  by w e a r i n g  w o m e n ' s  
c l o t h i n g .  It c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t he  ma n  who m a d e  t he  a d 
v a n c e s  and not  " h e r " .  It s e e m s ,  i m p o s s i b l e  for t he
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a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  a ma n  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  l i k e  
to dres s  as a w o m a n ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  s o m e  u l t e r i o r  or 
p e r v e r s e  m o t i v e .

A n o t h e r  c a s e ,  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e s  how v u l n e r a b l e  we  
a r e ,  is t he  "Por noc k"  i n c i d e n t .  T h i s  ma n ,  i n  a d d i t i i o n  
to b e i n g  a TV e n j o y e d  b o n d a g e .  One n i g h t  i t  a p p e a r s ,  
he  p r e v a i l e d  u po n  h i s  w i f e  to bi nd and g a g  h i m  . in the  
b a t h .  T h i s  was  a p p a r e n t l y  a c o m m o n  o c c u r r a n c e .  His  
w i f e  did so t h e n  t ur ne d  the  tap on and dr o wn e d  h i m .  The  
u s u a l  s o f t  s oap  was  s pr e a d  around by t he  d e f e n s e  - "the  
y e a r s  o f  h u m i l i a t i o n  and d e s p a i r "  e t c .  ad n a u s e a m .  T h e  
w o m a n  was  a c q u i t t e d  of  a mur de r  c h a r g e  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  
c o l l e c t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o n e y  in R o y a l t i e s  by h a v i n g  her  
s t or y  o f  " D e g r a d a t i o n  and De s p a i r "  p u b l i s h e d  in the  Sun
day  p a p e r s .

T h e  p a n t y  t h i e f  is a s o m e w h a t  c o m m o n  bird t h e s e  
d a y s .  I n c i d e n t s  are  r e p o r t e d  w h e r e  bras and g i r d l e s  h a v e  
b e e n  t a k e n  f r om wash l i n e s .  T h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  c a n  b e c o m e  
q u i t e  a n u i s a n c e  to  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n c e r n e d .
T h e  o f f e n d e r  is  u s u a l l y  c a u g h t  by b a i t i n g  a wash l i n e  wi t h  
e n t i c i n g  f r i l l i e s .  T h e  t h i e f  i s  t he n  h a u l e d  b l u s h i n g  and 
s q u i r m i n g  b e f o r e  an u n s y m p a t h e t i c  c o u r t .  I n v a r i a b l y  the  
o f f e n d e r  s t a t e s  i t  was  "jus t  a j o k e " ,  the  j u d g e  s l a ps  h i m  
w i t h  a f i n e  and t h e r e  the  m a t t e r  r e s t s .  I o n c e  t r i ed  to  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  t r a i t  w i t h  a p a n t y  t h i e f  wi t h  the  i d e a  t hat  I 
c o u l d  p o i n t  out  t h a t  he  c o u l d  buy t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  i n s t e a d  
of  s t e a l i n g  t h e m .  I had s c a r c e l y  g o t t e n  t wo  words  out  
w h e n  t h e  boy  t ur ne d  and ran o f f  wi t h  a f a c e  as red as 
t he  s un.  I c o u l d  not  a p p r o a c h  h i m  at  a l l .  He had p r o b 
a b l y  b e e n  e x p o s e d  to so m u c h  r i d i c u l e  t h i t  he c o u l d  not  
c o n c e i v e  t ha t  a n y o n e  wo u l d  or c o u l d  h e l p  h i m .

T h e r e  are  m a n y  s uch i n s t a n c e s  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e  that  
we T V ' s  do not  h a v e  any r i g h t s  and e v e n  l e s s  p r o t e c t i o n .  
Tr u l y  we are b e h i n d  the  8 b a l l .  Even bank r o b b e r i e s  h a v e  
b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  by m e n  d r e s s e d  as w o m e n .  L o o k i n g  at  
t he  p r o b l e m  d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y ,  I mu s t  c o n f e s s  that  any kind  
of  s o l u t i o n  e v a d e s  m e ,  C e r t a i n l y  as a s t ar t ,  e d u c a t i o n  
and e n l i g h t e n m e n t  as o u t l i n e d  i n  the  p a g e s  of  our m a g a 
z i n e .  The  g r e a t  p r o b l e m  is  t ha t  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y o n e  c a n  
m a s q u e r a d e  as a w o m a n ,  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  and
a l l  o f  us are l a b e l l e d  as p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s .  Pe r haps  
s o m e  f orm of  r e g i s t r a t i o n  wi t h  o n e ' s  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  or
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| other  a g e n c y  s i m i l a r  to D i a b e t i c s  or drug a d d i c t s .  Th i s  
is p r o b a b l y  an o b n o x i o u s  t h i n g  to s u g g e s t  but  i t  s h o u l d  
be c o n s i d e r e d  .

Many p o l i c e m e n  t o d a y ,  w o u l d  arres t  the  i n n o c e n t  TV 
on g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  b e c a u s e  "i t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  
s e e m right".  Th e  l e g a l  pro ' s  and c o n ' s  w o u l d  be  t a k e n  
i n t o  a c c o u n t  l a t e r .  A TV in such a s i t u a t i o n ,  f e a r f u l  of  
the i m m i n e n t  p u b l i c i t y  and p o s s i b l e  l os s  of  e m p l o y m e n t  
w i l l  mo s t  l i k e l y  p l e a d  g u i l t y  to s o m e  t r u mp e d  up c h a r g e ,  
pay a f i n e  and shut  up.  One c o u l d  c o n f e s s  to b e i n g  an 
a c t i v e  c o m m u n i s t  and not  c a u s e  so mu c h  of  a s t i r  as to  
a n n o u n c e  o n e ' s  a f f i n i t y  for t h i n g s  f e m i n i n e .

I b e l i e v e  the  s a f e s t  p l a c e  for a TV who  w i s h e s  to  
v e n t u r e  out  in p u b l i c ,  is in hi s  car ,  or b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  one  
d r i v e n  by a f r i e n d .  If  for s o m e  r e a s o n  y o u  are s t o p p e d  
by a p o l i c e m e n ,  and y o u  h a p p e n  to be t he  d r i v e r ,  show  
your  own l i c e n c e ,  not  your  s i s t e r ' s  or g i r l  f r i e n d ' s .  The  
o f f i c e r  ma y  t h i nk  y o u  are an o d d b a l l  b e i n g  d r e s s e d  as a 
w o m a n  but  t h e r e  i s n ' t  mu c h  he c a n  do a b o u t  i t .  On t he  
other  hand ,  shou l d  he  r e a l i z e  you  are r e a l l y  a ma n  and  
are p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e o n e  e l s e ' s  l i c e n s e ,  y o u  c a n  be t  your  
be s t  g i r d l e  you  w i l l  be on t he  i n s i d e  l o o k i n g  out  b e f o r e  
many  m i n u t e s  h a v e  p a s s e d .  I, m y s e l f ,  o n c e  s t o p p e d  a 
car,  and the  d r i v e r ,  dr e s s e d  as a w o m a n  s h o w e d  me  a 
l i c e n s e  wi t h  a g i r l ’s n a m e  on i t .  The  w o m a n  I r e a l i z e d  
a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  was  a ma n ,  ( i t  t a k e s  one  to  know o n e ) .  
Af t er  s o m e  d e l i c a t e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a very  e m b a r r a s s e d  and  
b l u s h i n g  TV s h o w e d  me  hi s  own l i c e n s e .  I g a v e  h i m  a 
l i t t l e  a d v i c e ,  o u t l i n e d  hi s  r i g ht s  to h i m  and l e f t  the  
m a t t e r  t h e r e .

As a p o l i c e m a n  and a t r a n s v e s t i t e  I h a v e  t r i e d  to  
p r e s e n t  both s i d e s  of  the p i c t u r e .  P o l i c e  work is a hard,  
t h a n k l e s s  t ask w h i c h  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  be a p p r e c i a t e d  by  
a n y o n e  who has  not  do ne  thi s  t y p e  of  wo r k .  A p o l i c e m a n  
has to e v a l u a t e  and ma k e  a d e c i s i o n  in s p l i t  s e c o n d s  
wh e r e a s  e m i n e n t  l a w y e r s  w i l l  d e b a t e  the  s a m e  i s s u e  for  
days  and w e e k s .

I wo u l d  say to m a s q u e r a d i n g  TV' s  i f  y o u  are s t o p p e d  
and q u e s t i o n e d  by a p o l i c e m a n ,  be f rank and h o n e s t ,  Ac t  
n a t u r a l l y .  Do not  be  s m a r t .  You d o n ' t  h a v e  to c r a w l  
but be p o l i t e .  I c a n  p r o m i s e  y o u  t ha t  in n i n e  c a s e s  out
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of  t e n  y o u  w i l l  c o m e  to no h a r m .  I h a v e  s e e n  mo r e  
p e o p l e  t a l k  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  by l y i n g ,  b e i n g  
rude  or p r e a c h i n g  l a w ,  t han  y o u  c o u l d  i m a g i n e .  It is 
an odd f a c t  but  t he  p e r s o n  who ,  wh e n  s t o p p e d  for ques  
t i o n i n g ,  m a k e s  the  b i g g e s t  o b j e c t i o n ,  shout s  for hi s  
r i g h t s  and hi s  l a w y e r  is  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l e  h i d i n g  s o m e  
t h i n g .

THE END

B a t  M o t h e r ,  n o t  a  

l i t t l e  b o y  any.

n s i .
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As far b a c k  as I c a n  r e m e m b e r  - RUBBER has  t h r i l l e d  
and e x c i t e d  m e .  Just  a b o u t  as far b a c k  as I c a n  r e m e m b e r  
I was  b a r e l y  in my t e e n s ,  my s i s t e r  and her  g i r l  f r i e n d s  
and I w e r e  h e a d i n g  for t he  b e a c h  in an a u t o m o b i l e .  I 
c a n  s t i l l  h e a r  my s i s t e r  s a y i n g ,  "you s h o u l d  s e e  D i a n e ’s 
new rubber  b a t h i n g  s u i t !  I t ' s  m a d e  e n t i r e l y  of  RUBBER,  
t h e y ’re t he  l a t e s t  RAGE, e v e r y w h e r e ! ! ”

Just  h e a r i n g  t h i s ,  and i m a g i n i n g  t h a t  rubber  b a t h i n g  
s u i t  - s e n t  a t h r i l l  t h r o u g h  me  l i k e  a b o l t  of  l i g h t n i n g !
I 'd n e v e r  h e a r d  of  a pure  r ubber  b a t h i n g  s u i t  b e f o r e .  I 
c o u l d  h a r d l y  m o v e  or t a l k ,  j us t  f rom t he  e x c i t e m e n t  w i t h 
in me !  Ri ght  t h e n  and t h e r e ,  I m a d e  up my mi n d  t h a t  one  
day - s o m e h o w  - I w o u l d  put  on and we a r  a g i r l ’ s rubber  - 
b a t h i n g  s ui t !  (I k n e w I j u s t  HAD t o ) .

Due to ’ t i m e  and t i d e '  - p l us  my p e r s o n a l  ' g u i l t y  
f e e l i n g s ’ a b o u t  w e a r i n g  g i r l s ’ c l o t h i n g  ( w h i c h  I a l s o  
d e e p l y  l o v e d )  - i t  was  a f e w y e a r s  b e f o r e  I e v e r  ' a c t u a l l y  
did a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  d r e s s i n g  in rubber  or a n y t h i n g  f e m i n i n e .  
(I w o u l d  l i k e  to ask t h e  r e a d e r s  to b e a r  in m i n d  t ha t  ALL 
t h i s  t i m e  I was  c o m p l e t e l y  e x c i t e d  and t h r i l l e d  by g i r H s  
( w o m e n )  and a b s o l u t e l y  NOTHI NG h o m o s e x u a l  a p p e a l e d  
to me  in the  l e a s t  - I am s t i l l  c o m p l e t e l y  t h a t  w a y ) .

THEN,  t ha t  t h r i l l i n g ,  e x c i t i n g  day a r r i v e d !  I c o u l d  
n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t  i f  I l i v e d  to be  a t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  o l d .  It 
was on a b e a c h  in C o n n e c t i c u t  - a b e a u t i f u l  June  m o r n i n g  
and I was  17 y e a r s  o l d .

I was  t a l l ,  s l i m ,  and d r e s s e d  in l a s t e x  t runks  - had a

T R U E  
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t o w e l  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r s  ( as  I was  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  of  my  
s l i m n e s s )  and I was  l e a n i n g  on t he  r a i l i n g  of  the  s o d a -  
c o n c e s s i o n  s h a c k  shen  i t  HAPPENEDI I l o o k e d  and to my  
r i g h t ,  a b o u t  25 f e e t  a w a y ,  s t o o d  t hi s  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  
b l o n d e  g i r l  o f  a b o u t  18 -  WEARING A YELLOW RUBBER 
BATHING S U I T ! ! ! !  T h e  b a t h i n g  s u i t  was  * o ve  r s k i r t e d  ’ 
w i t h  a s hor t ,  p l e a t e d  rubber  s k i r t ,  w h i c h  j us t  c o v e r e d  
t h e  a t t a c h e d  u n d e r - t r u n k s  of  s a m e  y e l l o w  rubbe r .  She  
h e l d  a w h i t e  rubber  s w i m - c a p  in her  hand and,  as she  
a p p r o a c h e d  m e ,  my  h e a r t  b e g a n  p o u n d i n g  m a d l y !  In 
sp i'te  of  my  m o u n t i n g  e x c i t e m e n t ,  I k n e w t ha t  I HAD to 
m e e t  her  - and t h a t  I MUST say t he  r i g h t  t h i n g  NOW!

I s o m e h o w  m a n a g e d  to c a l m l y  say to her ,  "Race  you  
to t he  w a t e r ? . . . .  She  mus t  h a v e  s e n s e d  how I f e l t ,  and  
q u i t e  f o r t u n a t e l y  for m e ,  she  was  f r i e n d l y ,  b r o a d m i n d e d ,  
and (as  I f o und  out  l a t e r )  a t rue  a e s t h e t i c  l o v e r  of  RUB
BER. She  a n s w e r e d  me  w i t h ,  "I d o n ’t c a r e  for r a c i n g  - 
but  y o u  c a n  buy me  a c o k e ! "  N o t h i n g  has  e v e r  t h r i l l e d  
nor e x c i t e d  m e  m o r e  t han t h o s e  p r e c i o u s  words  o f  h e r s .

Her n a m e ,  b e l i e v e  i t  or not ,  was  D i a n e .  T h i s  t h r i l l e d  
me  e v e n  m o r e !  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  i t  was  true  and  
t h a t  I w a s n ’t j us t  d r e a m i n g .  . . . .  Here  I was ,  s t a n d i n g  
w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l  B l o n d e  n a m e d  D i a n e  - who  was  c l a d  onl y  
in pure  RUBBER! I was  so v e r y  t h r i l l e d .  I s u g g e s t e d  a 
s w i m .

Af t e r  t he  s w i m ,  s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  on a b e a c h  b l a n k e t ,
I s u d d e n l y  threw f e a r  to  t he  wi n d s  - and d e c i d e d  to t e l l  
her  e x a c t l y  how I f e l t  a b o u t  RUBBER - ’c o m e  wha t  m a y ’ . 
So I s a i d ,  " D i a n e ,  I mu s t  t e l l  y o u  r i g h t  now t h a t  I ’m a 
" we i r d o "  for RUBBER - and I s i m p l y  a do r e  your  y e l l o w  
rubber  b a t h i n g  s u i t ! "  F r a n k l y ,  I t h o u g h t  s h e ’d l a u g h  at  
m e ,  or c a l l  m e  a p e r v e r t  or s o m e t h i n g ,  but  - m u c h  to 
my d e l i g h t f u l  s u r p r i s e ,  she  l o o k e d  me  s t r a i g h t  in the  e y e s  
and r e p l i e d ,  "Frank,  d o n ’ t EVER t h i n k  o f  y o u r s e l f  a g a i n  
as b e i n g  "we i r do"  nor a n y t h i n g  e l s e  l i k e  t hat ;  y o u ’re a 
t rue  RUBBER- FETISHIST,  and so am I . "  I was  ’ t i n g l i n g ’ 
wi t h  m i x e d  e m o t i o n s ,  w h e n  she a d d e d ,  "I sort  of  f e l t  
y o u  w e r e  t h i s  wa y  the  m i n u t e  y o u  f i r s t  l o o k e d  at  me  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  at  my  b a t h i n g  s u i t . "

We t h e n  t a l k e d  and t a l k e d  - e x c i t e d l y  and h a p p i l y  - 
and I was  t e l l i n g  D i a n e  t h a t  I ’d n e v e r  e v e n  put  on and 
worn a n y t h i n g  rubber  y e t  b e c a u s e  o f  my ’g u i l t *  of  d o i n g  si
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She said th i s  ' g u i l t *  was  n o n s e n s e ,  and t h e n  she  s i m p l y  
said,  "you' re  s l i m  and I ' m t a l l  - l e t ' s  run up to my  
f r i end' s  b e a c h - b u n g a l o w  - e v e r y o n e ' s  a w a y  t o d a y  - and  
you can put  on my  rubber  b a t h i n g  s u i t  - I b e t  i t ' l l  f i t  
you pe r f e c t l y . . . . "

I c o u l d  n e v e r  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  t h r i l l  s u r g i n g  
through m e  as we  w a l k e d  s w i f t l y ,  hand  in h a n d ,  to her  
b e a c h  b u n g a l o w !  I put  he r  s u i t  on - e v e n  t he  w h i t e  r ubber  
u n d e r - p a n t i e s  - and w a l k e d  out  to  he r ,  a c t u a l l y  t r e m b l i n g ,  
not  o n l y  b e c a u s e  of  t he  e x t r e m e  t h r i l l  o f  w e a r i n g  r ubbe r  
for the  f i r s t  t i m e  - but  b e c a u s e  o f  HER - and h e r  b e a u t i f u l  
a t t i t u d e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g !  She  did no t  l a u g h  at  m e  (as  
I 'd a l w a y s  known a n y o n e  w o u l d  do)  - i n s t e a d ,  she  c a m e  
up to me  and s w e e t l y  s a i d ,  " l e t  me  put  t h i s  rubber  c a p  
on yoi l" - and she did j u s t  t h a t ,  and g e n t l y  s n a p p e d  t he  
u n d e r - c h i n  s t rap in p l a c e .  I was  in ' H e a v e n  on Earth* and  
n e v e r  b e f o r e  so c o m p l e t e l y  "EXCITED YET RELAXED*’ at  
t he  s a m e  t i m e !

She  had c h a n g e d  i n t o  a w h i t e ,  o n e - p i e c e  RUBBER B AT H
ING SUI T,  w i t h  a 4 or 5 i n c h  ' d i a m o n d *  c u t  out  of  the  
f r ont  c e n t e r .  We t h e n  sat  do wn t o g e t h e r  on a l e a t h e r  s o f a ,  
and w h e n  we e m b r a c e d  for t he  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I a c t u a l l y  c r i e d ,  
f rom h a p p i n e s s ,  e x c i t e m e n t  and her  c l o s e n e s s .  B e l i e v e  m e ,  
t h e r e  is NOTHI NG m o r e  p r o f o u n d l y  b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  
wor l d  t han "TRUE MUTUAL UNDERS TANDI NG"  - I r e a l i z e d  
at  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  t h a t  I had f a l l e n  m a d l y  i n  l o v e  w i t h  D i a n e .  
I t o l d  her  so - and f ound  she f e l t  t he  s a m e  wa y  a b o u t  m e .

We we r e  to h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  i n  a ve r y  f e w  m o n t h s  
( I ' d  t h e n  be 18) a f t e r  h a v i n g  g o n e  q u i t e  ' s t e a d y *  for a 
w h i l e .  H o w e v e r ,  f a t e  i n t e r v e n e d  and t o o k  my  D i a n e  f r om  
me  ( s h e  was  k i l l e d  in an a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t ) .  I w a n t e d  
to j o i n  her  in d e a t h ,  but  f o r c e d  m y s e l f  to l i v e  o n .  It 
t o o k  me  m a n y  y e a r s  to  ' g e t  o v e r '  t h i s  t r a g e d y ,  but  I f e e l  
we MUST l i v e  on,  no m a t t e r  wHAT h a p p e n s  to  us i n  t h i s  
l i f e .  Now I ' m g l a d  I d i d ,  for f r o m de ar  D i a n e ,  p l u s  m a n y  
y e a r s  of  r e a d i n g ,  s t u d y i n g ,  and s i m p l y  ' b e i n g  wh a t  I am_*-  
I ' v e  l e a r n e d  s o m e  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p s  t o wa r d s  REAL 
l i v i n g !

The  FIRST s t e p  i s ; DON' T  LIVE A LIFE THAT IS SUB
JECT TO YOUR OWN GUILTS AND TABOOS .  I f  y o u  do,  
y o u ' l l  l i v e  a l i f e  of  a b s o l u t e l y  U N - N E C E S S A R Y  t o r t u r e
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and un-  h a p p i n e s s . Gu i l t s  c r e a t e  ' h i d d e n  f e a r s '  and e v e n t u a l  
c o m p l e t e  b r e a k d o w n s .  A d m i t  to y o u r s e l f  w h a t  y o u  t ru l y  
l o v e  i n  t h i s  l i f e  - and as l o n g  as i t  n e v e r  hurts  a n y o n e  - 
DO t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  l o v e  and t h r i l l  t o .  AND,  do t h e m  wi t h  
a c l e a r ,  and ' g u i l t l e s s '  m i n d .  Lots o f  p e o p l e  w i l l  not  
a g r e e  w i t h  y o u r  w a y ,  b e c a u s e  of  t h e i r  OWN g u i l t s  and 
f e a r s ,  and t h e i r  LACK o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  y o u  
m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  y_ou and ONLY y o u  - are  l i v i n g  your  
own l i f e .  THE OTHERS ARE N_O.T LIVING IT ( e v e n  t h o u g h  
s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  TRY t o ! )

SECONDLY:  D o n ' t  go  to a p s y c h i a t r i s t  for t he  pur 
p o s e  o f  h i m  C H A N G I N G  your  ' g u i l t y '  wa y s  ( s i m i l a r  to my  
PAST ’g u i l t s ' )  - but ,  i f  y o u  do go  to a p s y c h i a t r i s t  ( and  
t h e y  are  v i t a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  to t he  wo r l d )  - go wi t h  the  
MAIN p u r p o s e  in mi n d  o f  FULLY ACCEPTI NG y o u r s e l f  - 
for  wh a t  y o u  ARE and DESJ[RE]_ B e l i e v e  m e ,  I f u l l y  and 
t r u l y  KNOW t h a t  T r a n s v e s t i s m ,  m o s t  of  a l l  o f  the  v a r i o u s  
f e t i s h e s ,  and e v e n  MILD d i s c i p l i n e ,  are d e e p  and very  
r e a l  and BEAUTIFUL t h i n g s .  T h e y  are  a p o s i t i v e  part  of  
t h i s  l i f e  and wo r l d ;  and t h e y  s h o u l d  be  FULLY ACCEPTED  
BY THE I ND I V I D U A L  who t r u l y  has  t h e m .  To  try to ' rout  
out  t h e s e  e v i l s '  ( as  m a n y  u n - k n o w i n g  and m i s g u i d e d  
p e o p l e  c a l l  t h e m )  i s  t he  m o s t  h o r r i b l e ,  w a s t e f u l ,  un 
n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g  t ha t  a h u m a n  b e i n g  c a n  d o .  And,  i n  a d d i 
t i o n ,  one  NEVER c a n  rid o n e s e l f  of  t h e s e  DEEP AND TRULY 
DESIRED T H I N G S !  To  do so is a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  - and  
s h o u l d  NEVER e v e n  be a t t e m p t e d .

THIRD;  I t h r o u g h l y  e n d o r s e ,  and b e l i e v e  i n ,  i n d i v i 
d u a l s  SEEKING OUT t h e i r  OWN t y p e s !  P e o p l e  l i k e  m y s e l f  - 
who  are  d e f i n i t e l y  ' d i f f e r e n t  and unus ua l *  - s h o u l d  not  
be m a d e  to f e e l  g u i l t y  or b a d l y  a b o u t  ' s e e k i n g  our own  
t rue  l e v e l  8, 000  t i m e s ' ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  u n t i l  we  f i nd  the  
one  who  t h i n k s  and f e e l s  as we  d o .  Th i s  i s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  
by t h e  n e w e r  ' c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c l u b s '  t h a t  are  d i r e c t e d  to  
t he  ' u n u s u a l  and d i f f e r e n t *  k i nds  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e s e  c l u b s  
are  m a r v e l o u s  for t h o s e  who  are  i n t e l l i g e n t  and ' g u i l t l e s s *  
e n o u g h  to  use  t h e m .  T r u e ,  t h e r e ’s a l w a y s  s o m e  'bad* to 
go a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  ' g o o d '  t h i n g s  - but  m e r e l y  a f e w  i m 
m a t u r e  ' p e r v e r t e d  o n e s '  ( wh o  are  so e a s y  to w e e d  out )  
s h o u l d  no t  p r e v e n t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  ' unus ua l *  p e o p l e  
f r o m r e a p i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c l u b s .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  m a n y  ' q u i t e  n o r m a l '  p e o p l e  are u s i n g  t he  new  
I . B . M .  ' m a t e - s e l e c t i n g  * m a c h i n e ,  very  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  I
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al so  t h i n k  t h at  is a w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g  - but  t he  I . B . M .  
m a c h i n e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  is  not  d i r e c t e d  to  t he  ’u nus ua l *  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t ' s  a s h a m e  t h a t  ' s o c i e t y *  has  d i c t a t e d  the  
' rul es  of  p r o pe r  l i v i n g '  and s u b j e c t e d  m o r e  g.ood_ p e o p l e  
( who  h a p p e n e d  to h a v e  ' u n u s u a l '  d e s i r e s  a n d / o r  t a s t e s ) )  
to a m i s e r a b l e ,  l o n e l y ,  f r u s t r a t e d ,  e m p t y  and c o l o r l e s s  
l i f e  t ha n  c o u l d  EVER be c a l c u l a t e d !  R e m e m b e r :  NOTHI NG  
IN THIS WORLD IS MORE PROFOUNDLY BEAUTIFUL THAN  
'TRUE MUTUAL U N D E R S T A N D I N G ' .  I m o s t  s i n c e r e l y  pray  
y o u  a l l  f i nd  i t .........................................................

THE END

" I  d o n ’ t  c a r e  HOW f a s h i o n a b l e  
t h o s e  p a t t e r n e d  s t o c k i n g s  a r e ,  
I  s t i l l  s a y  h e ’ s  j u s t  w e a r i n g  
t h e m  t o  h i d e  t h e  h a i r  o n  h i s  
l e g s .’ "
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De a r  V i r g i n i a :

V i r g i n i a - J o y  t e l l s  me  t h a t  y o u  l i k e  to h e a r  f rom 
w i v e s  o f  T V s .  I f i n d  i t  r a t he r  d i f f i c u l t  to put  my t h o u g h t s  
on p a p e r ,  but  w i l l  do my  b e s t  as t h e y  m a y  be h e l p f u l  to 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n .

We had  o n l y  b e e n  m a r r i e d  a f e w  w e e k s  whe n  my  
h u s b a n d  t o l d  me  o f  h i s  l i f e - l o n g  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  to we ar  
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .  At  f i r s t  I f e l t  s ur pr i s e d  and t a k e n  
a b a c k ,  and y e t  was  w i l l i n g  t h a t  h i s  d e s i r e  be s a t i s f i e d  
to  s o m e  e x t e n t .  We s t a r t e d  o f f  wi t h  a f l a r e d  f l o r a l  ski rt  
s t i f f  w h i t e  h a l f  s l i p ,  s t o c k i n g s  and s a n d a l - s t y l e  s h o e s .
It  was  p r o b a b l y  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  I had read s o m e t h i n g  of  
s e x  c h a n g e s  and o f  m e n  t a k i n g  to f e m i n i n e  dress ,  so was  
n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r a n t .  N e i t h e r  was  I w e l l  i n f o r m e d .
It  was  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  a g o o d  t h i n g  t h a t  we w e r e  not  so 
y o u n g  ( i n  our f o r t i e s )  and had m a n y  i n t e r e s t s  in c o m m o n ,  
and w e r e  r e a l l y  f ond  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
t i m e s  w h e n  I h a v e  f e l t  sorry for m y s e l f  at  b e i n g  in t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  and i r r i t a t e d  by t he  n e c e s s i t y  for c u r t a i n e d  
w i n d o w s ,  l o c k e d  doors  and s e c r e c y .  I am not  sure t ha t  
I q u a l i f y  for t he  ” A ” g r a d e  in w i v e s ,  but  i t  has  b e c o m e  
q u i t e  n a t u r a l  to  order  or buy c l o t h i n g  for " a f r i e n d  who  
t a k e s  l a r g e r  f i t t i n g s ” , and t h e r e  i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and p l e a 
s ur e  in s e e i n g  her  e n j o y m e n t  w h e n  g a r m e n t s  l o o k  r i g ht  
as to s t y l e ,  f i t  and c o l o u r .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to add t h a t  i t  s e e m s  to  me  t h a t  a w i f e  
j u s t  has  to r e a l i z e  t h a t  her  h u s b a n d ’s d e s i r e  for f e m i n i n e  
c l o t h i n g  i s  r e a l l y  g e n u i n e ,  and t he  s a t i s f y i n g  o f  t h i s  p i e -
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v i o u s l y  f r u s t r a t e d  d e s i r e  b r i n g s  a g r e a t  m e a s u r e  o f  c o n 
t e n t m e n t  and r e l a x a t i o n  to h i m  and to t h e  h o m e  g e n e r a l 
l y .  TVs  on t h e i r  par t  n e e d  to a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h e i r  
w i v e s  ma y  h a v e  to m a k e  v e r y  b i g  a d j u s t m e n t s  in s e t t i n g  
a s i d e  t h e i r  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a l  o f  m a s c u l i n e  c o m p a n i o n 
s h i p ,  It  i s  not  e a s y  for s o m e  o f  us to c h a n g e  o v e r  to t he  
r e a dy  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a "g i r l "  a b o u t  t he  p l a c e  i n s t e a d .

T a k i n g  a l l  t h i n g s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  
t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  k i nd  and f a i r  for a TV to t e l l  t h e  g i r l  o f  
hi s  c h o i c e  a b o u t  h i m s e l f  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e ,  and to t e l l  
f u l l y  what  h i s  d e s i r e  m e a n s  to h i m  and wh a t  i t  w i l l  c o n 
t i n u e  to m e a n  t hr o ug h  t he  y e a r s  a h e a d .  T h e  t e l l i n g  m a y  
mfcah t ha t  s o m e  TVs  r e m a i n  u n m a r r i e d ,  but  t hr o ug h  h e l p 
f u l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  l i k e  TRANSVE-STIA t h e y  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  be  
e n a b l e d  to e n j o y  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  w i t h  e a c h  othfcf .  Gr a d 
u a l l y  t h e i r  f e m i n i t y  m a y  be  c o n s i d e r e d  l e s s  a b n o r m a l  
u n t i l  e v e n t u a l l y  a c c e p t e d  by s o c i e t y  g e n e r a l l y .

To  t h o s e  who l e a r n  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s '  d e s i r e  a f t e r  
m a r r i a g e ,  I w o u l d  say  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to work out  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  h a p p i n e s s  and c o m p a n i o n s h i p  b a s e d  on s y m 
p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and l o v i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on bot h  
s i d e s .

H o p i n g  t he  a b o v e  t h o u g h t s  and c o m m e n t s  m a y  be u s e 
f u l ,

Yours  S i n c e r e l y ,

A g n e s  ( Mr s .  F E - M- 1 )

E d i t o r s  N o t e :  T h e  a b o v e  l e t t e r  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f ro m
o n e  o f  o u r  E n g l i s h  w i v e s  a n d  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h e  
f o l l o w i n g  tw o  a r e  w r i t t e n  b y  tw o  v e r y  h e l p f u l  w i v e s  
to  a n o t h e r  w i f e  who h a d  a p p e a le d  t o  me f o r  som e h e lp  
i n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  h e r  h u s b a n d s  i n c l i n a t i o n s .  I  r e f e r r 
ed  t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  N ic c o  a n d  S h i r l e y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  o n e  
w i f e  c o u ld  h e lp  a n o t h e r  b e t t e r  t h a n  I  c o u l d .  T h e  
l e t t e r s  a r e  r e p r i n t e d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  
m ig h t  p r o v e  h e l p f u l  t o  som e o t h e r  w iv e s  i n  t h e i r  
s t r u g g l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .
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D e a r  G e o r g e t t e :

V i r g i n i a  s a i d  you  w o u l d  l i k e  to h e a r  f rom s o m e  o f  
t he  res t  o f  us .  I d i d n ’t read y o ur  h u s b a n d ’s l e t t e r ,  so 
I know a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u .  So t ha t  m a k e s  us
e v e n ,  i a l s o  w i l l  a p o l o g i z e  for t h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  b e i n g  
so s h o r t .

Just  a l i t t l e  a b o u t  us.  We h a v e  two p r e - s c h o o l  boys  
to s t a r t  w i t h .  My h u s b a n d  i s  i n  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  and I 
am a m e d i c a l  s e c r e t a r y .  We h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  for  
f i v e  y e a r s  .

I h a v e  k n o w n  a b o u t  h i s  T V i s m  s i n c e  b e f o r e  we we r e  
m a r r i e d .  T h i s  h a s n ' t  d r i v e n  us a pa r t  but  j u s t  t he  o p p o 
s i t e .  It  has  m a d e  us m u c h  c l o s e r .  It  t a k e s  a l o i  o f  
l o n g  t a l k s  and a l o t  o f  g i v e  and t a k e  on bo t h  s i d e s .  You  
n o t i c e  I say  bo t h  s i d e s .  I do f e e l  i t  i s  e a s y  to go to t he  
e x t r e m e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  d o n e  for T V i s m  o n l y .  T h i s  i s  
no t  g o o d .  As I said., i t  t a k e s  a l o t  o f  l o v e  and o p e n  t a l k 
i n g .  We h a v e  fun g o i n g  s h o p p i n g  t o g e t h e r .  I e n j o y  s e w 
i n g  so I u s u a l l y  m a k e  m o s t  o f  bo t h  o f  our c l o t h e s .  As 
y o u  n o t i c e d ,  I h a v e  a l e t t e r  in t h e  w i v e s '  b o o k l e t .

I w o u l d  e n j o y  h e a r i n g  f rom y o u  v e r y  much.  I f  e i t h e r  
o f  y o u  h a v e  any  q u e s t i o n s ,  I w o u l d  be g l a d  to try and  
a n s w e r  t h e m .

Your Fr i e n d ,
N i c c i

De a r  G e o r g e t t e :

My n a m e  i s  S h i r l e y .  I a m,  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  t he  w i f e  
o f  a T V .  I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  at  V i r g i n i a ’s r e q u e s t ,  1 
and wi t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  h o p e  t h a t  I m a y  be a b l e  to h e l p  
y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  your  s i t u a t i o n .  I am c e r t a i n l y  no a u t h o r 
i ty,  but  I c a n  t e l l  y o u  how 7 f e e l  a b o u t  our s i t u a t i o n .

Fi r s t ,  s o m e  p e r t i n e n t  data.- My hu s b a n d  and I h a v e  
b e e n  m a r r i e d  f i v e  y e a r s .  We are  now a g e s  31 and 28 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  It  was  a f t e r  1 - 1 / 2  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e  t hat  
h e  f i n a l l y  had t he  c o u r a g e  to t e l l  me a b o u t  h i s  t r a n s 
v e s t i s m .  I m i g h t  add,  he  was  on t he  v e r g e  o f  a ne r v o u s  
b r e a k d o w n  f rom t he  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  t e l l i n g  m e  or n o t .  I ; 
t h a n k  God he  c o n f i d e d  in me  w h e n  he  d i d .
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V i r g i n i a  did not  g i v e  me  any o f  t he  p a r t i c u l a r s  on  

y o u  and your h u s b a n d ,  but  w h a t e v e r  t he  a g e  g r oup,  t he  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t i l l . t h e  s a m e .  Your  h u s b a n d  has  t h i s  d e s i r e  
to  c r o s s - d r e s s  and y o u  mu s t  be t h e r e  to h e l p  h i m  as you  
wo u l d  i f  any o t h e r  p r o b l e m  o c c u r e d  in your  m a r r i e d  l i f e

and you,  as h i s  w i f e ,  w o u l d  be t h e r e  at  h i s  s i d e  to h e l p .  
T h i s  i s  the  wa y  I f e e l  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  i f  o n e  c h o o s e s  
to c a l l  i t  t h a t .  I p r e f e r  no t  t o ,  as i t  n e e d  no t  be  a p r o b 
l e m

I l o v e  my hu s b a n d  v e r y  m u c h .  I m a r r i e d  h i m  b e c a u s e  
he  was  a l l  t he  t h i n g s  I l o v e d  and d e s i r e d  i n  a man;  not  
for  the  k i nd  o f  c l o t h e s  he  w e a r s  or b e c a u s e  he  c r e a t e d  a 
m a s c u l i n e  i m a g e .  T h e  wa y  I s e e  i t ,  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  
a b o u t  a p e r s o n ,  s uc h  as TVi srn d o e s  no t  m a k e  t he  w h o l e  
p i c t u r e  b l a c k .  You mu s t  l o o k  at  t he  c o m b i n e d  b e i n g .  My  
h u s ba nd  is  a g o o d  h u s b a n d ,  g o o d  f a t h e r  and p r o v i d e r ,  and  
so m a n y ,  ma n y  o t h e r  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s  I c o u l d  s a y .  So  
he  l i k e s  to w e a r  dr e s s e s !  To  m e ,  t h i s  d o e s  not  m a k e  h i m  
any l e s s  o f  a m a n .  A l l  of  t h e  o t h e r  TVs  t h a t  we  h a v e  
m e t  are  good  hus ba nd s  and f a t h e r s ,  who  l o v e  t h e i r  w i v e s  
and f a m i l i e s .  T h e y  are no t  any  sort  of  d e v i a t e .

T h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  guy s  o f  ours  h a v e  e n o u g h  do u b t s  and  
f e a r s  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  w i t h o u t  our  
a d d i n g  to i t .  S i n c e  t h i s  TV h a b i t  i s  so m u c h  a par t  o f  
hi s  l i f e ,  I f e e l  I mus t  l o o k  on the  p o s i t i v e  s i d e  o f  i t  and  
h e l p  h i m  w h e r e  I c a n .  We l e a r n e d  to s t ar t  l i v i n g  w i t h  i t  
and s top f i g h t i n g  i t .  T h e  l a t t e r  was  g e t t i r . g  us no w h e r e .  
We h a v e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  m a k e - u p  and s t y l e d  t he  h a i r  
p i e c e  for h i s  f a c e .  G e t t i n g  t he  r i g h t  s t y l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  
to m a k e  h i m  l o o k  b e t t e r  i s  ve r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
for h i m .

A n y t h i n g  y o u  do to h e l p  h i m ,  he  w i l l  l o v e  y o u  for  
mo r e  and m o r e .  I t r u l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  has  br
o u g h t  us c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  and our bond o f  l o v e  i s  s t r o n g e r .  
Many c o u p l e s  go t hr ough t h e i r  e n t i r e  m a r r i e d  l i v e s ,  m i 
l e s  a p a r t .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  b e i n g  a TV has  m a n y  c o n t  
r i b u t i n g  a d v a n t a g e s  to our h u s b a n d s '  p e r s o n a l i t y . .  My  
hus band knows  wh a t  a ne w dres s  or s o m e  s m a l l  i t e m  c a n  
do for my f e m i n i n e  m o r a l e .  T h e y  a c t u a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  
us b e t t e r  t han m o s t  o t h e r  h u s b a n d s .  T h e y  are  m o r e  s e n 
s i t i v e  and c o m p a s s i o n a t e .

39



T ’uuuwti

T r a n s v e s t i s m  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d ,  but  i t  
i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a par t  o f  our h u s b a n d s '  m a k e - u p .  I t h i n k  
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  to try and a c c e p t  i t  and r e a l i z e  
t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  a s m a l l  par t  of  our l i v e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  how  
b i g  i t  m a y  s e e m  at  f i r s t ,

I h o p e  I h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to h e l p  y o u  i n  s o m e  s m a l l  
w a y .  I f  y o u  f e e l  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  to  w r i t e  to m e ,  p l e a s e  
do so thru C o n t a c t .  You m a y  g e t  to know m e  a l i t t l e  
b e t t e r  by t he  l e t t e r  i n  t he  W i v e ' s  Book on T r a n s v e s t i s m  
w h i c h  was  s i g n e d ,  ’’Mrs .  F r a n ” .

Best  Wi s h e s ,

S h i r l e y

WHATS TO BE HAD FROM CHEVALIER * 5

T h e r e  was  a s m a l l  m i s p r i n t  on p a g e  70 of  the  
l a s t  i s s u e .  It s a i d  #s  4,  6,  7, 8 ,and 12 o f  T V i a  are
NOT out  of  pr i n t  wh e n  in a c t u a l i t y  the  word s houl d  
h a v e  b e e n  NOW out  of  p r i n t .  T h e y  are a l l  g o n e .
Ot her  i s s u e s  are r u n n i n g  l o w  t o o .  You ma y  t h i nk  
I ' m t r y i n g  to drum up b u s i n e s s ,  and to be h o n e s t ,  I 
n e e d  i t .  But t h a t  i s  not  my r e a s o n  for s p e a k i n g  a g a i n  
a b o u t  b a c k  i s s u e s .  Many of  our n e w e r  r e a d e r s  do not  
know t h a t  m o s t  of  the  o l d e r  i s s u e s  are s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  
( a l l  e x c e p t  1 and 2 in a d d i t i o n  to the  a b o v e  n u m b e r s ) .  
H o w e v e r ,  r e a d e r s  k e e p  p u t t i n g  o f f  o r d e r i n g  w a n t e d  
b a c k  n u mb e r s  and t h e n  w h e n  t h e y  are a l l  g o n e  w i l l  
order  one  of  t h e m .  I d o n ' t  l i k e  to d i s a p p o i n t  you ,  
so i f  y o u  w a n t  to f i l l  out  your  se t  l e t  the  c u r r e n t  one s  
s l i d e  a c o u p l e  of  m o n t h s  and g e t  t he  n e e d e d  b a c k  
i s s u e s  w h i l e  t h e y  are  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e .

R e m e m b e r  the s p e c i a l  d e a l  of  6 for the p r i c e  of
5 or $2 0  on b a c k  n u m b e r s .  As m e n t i o n e d  o n c e  b e f o r e  
we h a v e  an e x c e s s  o f  #s  14 and 15,  so wh e n  b o u g h t  t o 
g e t h e r  I m a d e  the  o f f e r  of  $3  e a c h  ( $6  a l t o g e t h e r ) .

Back i s s u e s  of  the  Mirror and C l i p s h e e t  are a l s o  
a v a i l a b l e .  H a l f  p r i c e  w h e n  b o u g h t  6 at one  t i m e .
You c a n  mi x  ' e m up i f  y o u  w a n t .
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B O B B IE  ( 1 3 - D - 2 )  F P E  
CO VER G IR L  T V ia  # 2 0

JOAN (3 0

A N N ETTE ( 1 2 - F - l )  F P E  
COVER G IR L  T V ia  #5
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Tlafumtia

TH E FLAM E ( c o n ' t )  f ro m  T V ia  # 3 4
"For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I r e a l i z e  why  i t  a l w a y s  t o o k  you  

so l o n g  to buy  a n y t h i n g  and I h a v e  to a d m i t  t h a t  I e n 
j o y e d  e v e r y  m o m e n t  o f  our s h o p p i n g  e x c u r s i o n .  Ho w e v e r ,  I 
I w i l l  p r o b a b l y  e n j o y  s h o p p i n g  t o m o r r o w  for t he  t h i n g s  
I r e a l l y  n e e d  and c a n  use  as m u c h .  Do y o u  know t ha t  mos t  
o f  t he  t i m e  I f o r g o t  who  I r e a l l y  was  and e v e r y t h i n g  
s e e m e d  q u i t e  n a t u r a l  and c o m f o r t a b l e  for m e . "  I r e p l i e d .

’’ Ma r i o n ,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I wa n t  to t a l k  to y o u  a b o u t  
n o w .  T h i s  is t he  f i r s t  t i m e ,  i n  a l o n g  w h i l e ,  t h a t  I h a v e  
s e e n  y o u  so r e l a x e d .  I know t ha t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  
f o r wa r d  to your  v a c a t i o n  and I f e e l  g u i l t y  k n o w i n g  t h a t  
i n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  a w a y ,  we  w i l l  be  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  s h o p p i n g  
for  f u r n i t u r e ,  an a p a r t m e n t  and c l o t h e s .  But,  p e r h a p s  i f  
y o u  r e m a i n e d  as Ma r i o n  for  t he  n e x t  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s ,  we  
c a n  k i l l  t wo  bi rds  w i t h  o ne  s t o n e  by a c c o m p l i s h i n g  wh a t  
we  h a v e  to do and g i v i n g  y o u  a v a c a t i o n  f rom y o u r s e l f .
I w i l l  try to s e e  t h a t  y o u  do t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  n e v e r  
do as Ed and at  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  g i v e  y o u  a b e t t e r  u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  I do w h i l e  y o u  are at  wo r k .  Af t e r  a l l ,  a 
v a c a t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  a w a y  f rom t he  f a m i l i a r  and u s u a l  and 
y o u  mu s t  a d m i t  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be  t h e  c a s e  i f  y o u  a g r e e  
w i t h  m e .  What  do y o u  t h i n k ? "

I r e m a i n e d  s i l e n t  for a w h i l e  t h i n k i n g  o v e r  her  
s u g g e s t i o n  and f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  ’’w h a t  y o u  say is t rue  to a 
l a r g e  d e g r e e ,  and i f  I am c o m p l e t e l y  h o n e s t  wi t h  m y s e l f ,
I w o u l d  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y  t he  e x p e r i e n c e .  But A d e l e ,  I 
s e r i o u s l y  d o u b t  i f  I c o u l d  g e t  a wa y  wi t h  i t  and w o u l d  be  
e m b a r r a s s e d  as t he  d e v i l  i f  I was  d i s c o v e r e d . ”

” If  THAT is  a l l  t h a t  w o r r i e s  y o u ,  f o r g e t  i t ,  ’’ she  
r e p l i e d ,  ’’ l e t  me  g i v e  y o u  s o m e  f a c t s  as t h e y  p e r t a i n  to 
t he  l a s t  f e w  d a y s . ” She  g a t h e r e d  her  t h o u g h t  for a mo me n t  
and t h e n  c o n t i n u e d ,  ” in t he  t h r e e  da y s  we h a v e  b e e n  in  
t h e  h o t e l  no one  has  t h o u g h t  o f  y o u  as a n y t h i n g  but  a 
w o m a n .  Even  w h e n  we  s h o p p e d  no one  s u s p e c t e d ,  o t h e r 
w i s e  y o u  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  s e e n  t he  i n s i d e  o f  a w o m a n ’s 
f i t t i n g  r oom and a c t u a l l y  be  f i t t e d  y o u r s e l f .  Even  whe n  
y o u  s p o k e ,  no one  n o t i c e d  a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l .  ”

"But A d e l e ,  I was  w i t h  y o u  at  a l l  t i m e s , "  I r e p l i e d .
"I k n e w t h a t  i f  I g o t  i n  a me s s  y o u  c o u l d  r e s c u e  m e ! "
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JUfumtia
Her r e p l y  c o n v i n c e d  me  to go  a l o n g  w i t h  her  p l a n .

"The  r e a s o n  I am so sure  t h a t  t h i s  i d e a  is r i g h t  for  
y o u ,  i s  the  way  y o u  h a v e  r e a c t e d  d u r i n g  t he  p a s t  f e w d a y s .  
You w a l k e d ,  b o u g h t ,  and r e a c t e d  as a w o m a n  wo u l d  in  
the  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d .  You s e e m  to h a v e  a 
n a t u r a l  g r a c e  a b o u t  y o u  wh e n  d r e s s e d  t h a t  m o s t  w o m e n  
n e v e r  a c h i e v e .  But m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  y o u  s e e m e d  to f o r g e t  
a l l  a b o u t  your  o t he r  s e l f  and t o  r e a l l y  e n j o y  t a k i n g  par t  
in t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  f e m i n i n e  a c t i v i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  I know  
y o u  are q u i t e  a m a n ,  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  m a n l y  a b o u t  y o u  
w h i l e  we h a v e  b e e n  out  t o g e t h e r .  At l e a s t  we  c a n  be t o 
g e t h e r  m o s t  of  t he  t i m e  for t he  n e x t  t wo  w e e k s . "

I had to a d m i t  t ha t  t h e r e  was  s o m e  t ruth in what  she  
s a i d  and a g r e e d  to go a l o n g  100% w i t h  her  s u g g e s t i o n .

" T o mo r r o w  we  w i l l  c a l l  the  a d j u s t e r ,  I w i l l  m a k e  a 
b e a u t y  pa r l o r  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and we w i l l  go  l o o k i n g  for  
an a p a r t m e n t .  Now,  l e t s  g e t  s o m e  s l e e p " .

We t urned  out  t he  l i g h t s  and I c r a w l e d  i n t o  bed a l o n g 
s i d e  of  A d e l e  and t he  s m o o t h  c o m f o r t a b l e  f e e l  o f  my g o wn  
f e l t  w o n d e r f u l  as i t  brus hed  up a g a i n s t  A d e l e .  Ma r i o n  
d i s a p p e a r e d  for a short  t i m e  and a l l  was  w e l l  w i t h  the  
w o r l d .

A d e l e  was  a l r e a d y  d r e s s e d  in s k i r t  and b l o u s e  w h e n  I 
a w o k e  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g .  T h e  w i d e  b e l t  w h i c h  b l e n d e d  
wi t h  her b l u e  ski r t  a c c e n t u a t e d  the  s m a l l n e s s  of  her w a i s t 
l i n e .  She i n f o r m e d  me  t h a t  t he  a d j u s t e r  w o u l d  be  o v e r  
e a r l y  t h i s  e v e n i n g  wi t h  a c h e c k  for t h e  f u l l  a m o u n t  of  our 
l o s s  s i n c e  i t  had b e e n  t o t a l .

"I m a d e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  for bot h  of  us at  t he  b e a u t y  
par l or  t h i s  m o r n i n g  and a f t e r  l u n c h  we w i l l  l o o k  for an 
a p a r t m e n t .  !’

"Now g e t  out  of  bed and g e t  r e a d y  b e c a u s e  for the  
b a l a n c e  of  your  v a c a t i o n ,  y o u  are  g o i n g  to  h a v e  to do  
e v e r y t h i n g  y o u r s e l f .  I w i l l  h e l p  y o u  at  t he  b e g i n n i n g .  "

She  a n n o u n c e d .

Af t e r  I had f i n i s h e d  s h a v i n g ,  A d e l e  had me  r e m o v e  
my robe  and g o wn and put  on w a i s t  c i n c h ,  p a n t i e s ,  bra 
and s l i p  in t h a t  o r d e r .  T h e  bra was  m u c h  i m p r o v e d  w i t h
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t he  ne w i n s e r t s .  She  t h e n  i n f o r m e d  me  t ha t  I was  to  
f o l l o w  her  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on a p p l y i n g  my m a k e u p  w h i c h  she  
had p l a c e d  on t he  v a n i t y  i n  a n e a t  row.

Rat her  s l o w l y ,  I a p p l i e d  m a k e u p  b a s e ,  r o u g e ,  p o wde r ,  
brush on brow and m a s c a r a  as she e d u c a t e d  m e .  She h a n d e d  
m e  a l i p s t i c k  and s a b l e  brush and I o u t l i n e d  my  l i p s  as 
I was  t o l d  and t h e n  f i l l e d  in t he  o u t l i n e  as I had s e e n  her  
do m a n y  t i m e s  h e r s e l f .  I t h e n  d o n n e d  my  h o s e  and a t t a c h e d  
t h e m  to t he  g a r t e r s  of  the  c i n c h  e n j o y i n g  the  s o f t  n y l o n s  
on my  s m o o t h  l e g s .

"Now put  on t h i s  b l o u s e  and skirt ,  t h e n  t a k e  o f f  your  
h o u s e s l i p p e r s  and put  on t h e s e  m i d h e e l  c a s u a l s .  T h e y  
w i l l  l o o k  n i c e  w i t h  your  o u t f i t ” . I c o m p l i e d  wi t h  her  
o r d e r s .

As I r e g a r d e d  m y s e l f  in the  mi r r or ,  she  h a n d e d  me  
t he  s h o u l d e r  l e n g t h  w i g  w h i c h  I s e t  on my h e a d  and a d 
j u s t e d  as b e s t  I c o u l d .  Ea r r i ng s ,  c h o k e r  and w a t c h  were  
n e x t  and I was  a l m o s t  r e a d y .

"Now,  Ma r i o n ,  ” A d e l e  a s k e d ,  "from what  y o u  s ee  in  
t h e  mi r r or  t e l l  me  i f  y o u  are s t i l l  wo r r i e d  a b o u t  b e i n g  
r e c o g n i z e d  ?"

T h e  r e f l e c t i o n  c o n f i r m e d  my f e e l i n g s  t ha t  r e c o g n i 
t i o n  w o u l d  be v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e .  I p a r a d e d  b e f o r e  the  
mi r r o r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  and w i t h  e a c h  s t ep  g a i n e d  c o n f i d e n c e  
t h a t  I c o u l d  c a r r y  t h i s  p l a n  t h r o u g h .  I e v e n  f ound m y s e l f  
m i m i c i n g  A d e l e ' s  g e s t u r e s  in t he  f i t t i n g  r o o m .  I was  
p l e a s e d .

'Proper m a k e u p  and c o r r e c t l y  f i t t e d  c l o t h e s  m a k e  you  
j us t  p e r f e c t  as a w o m a n .  We w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of  any rough  
s pot s  t h a t  r e m a i n  t h i s  e v e n i n g " ,  she s a i d .

I dr a pe d  t he  l o o s e  f i t t i n g  s w e a t e r  w h i c h  A d e l e  h a n d e d  
m e  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r s  as I had s e e n  he r  to,  p i c k e d  up my  
purs e  and d r a p e d  i t  over  my  arm and we w e r e  o f f  to b r e a k 
f a s t .

TbafUfutia

D u r i n g  b r e a k f a s t  A d e l e  i n f o r m e d  me  t h a t  she had  
a r r a n g e d  to h a v e  my w i g  s e t  by her  h a i r d r e s s e r ,  and for 
a m a n i c u r e .  She  s a i d  t hat  s i n c e  t h e y  wo u l d  h a v e  wi g s  on
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s a l e  t h e r e ,  we wo u l d  buy s e v e r a l  for d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  
and t i m e s  of  d a y .  We wo u l d  not  be w a s t i n g  m o n e y  s i n c e  
she c o u l d  use t h e m  a f t e r  t h i s  v a c a t i o n  was  o v e r  w i t h .

" A d e l e ,  how did y o u  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  w i t h o u t  t e l l i n g  
a n y o n e  who I a m" ?  I d e m a n d e d .

"Do n' t  worry your  p r e t t y  h e a d  a b o u t  t h a t ,  Ma r i o n ,  " 
she r e p l i e d ,  "I t o l d  H a z e l ,  the  o wne r  of  t he  s a l o n  t ha t  
y o u  we r e  my hus band and t ha t  in a d d i t i o n  to your  r e g u l a r  
work,  y o u  were  a l s o  an a m a t e u r  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r . "
She  want s  to be h e l p f u l  and w i l l  use  one  o f  the  p r i v a t e  
r ooms  for y o u . "

I was  s t unne d  by th i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  but  did not  m a k e  
an i s s u e  of  i t  s i n c e  I was  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f orward  to t h i s  
new e x p e r i e n c e .

When we a r r i v e d  at  the  b e a u t y  p ar l or  and A d e l e  i n 
t r o d u c e d  me  to H a z e l ,  she r e m a r k e d  to A d e l e ,  "I wo u l d  
n e v e r  h a v e  known t h a t  Ma r i o n  is your  h u s b a n d  and not  
a w o ma n  i f  you  h a d n ' t  t o l d  m e .  You s h o u l d  s e e  what  m i n e  
l o o k s  l i k e .  H o w e v e r ,  as I l o o k  at  HER c l o s e l y ,  I s e e  a 
f ew f l a ws  t ha t  c a n  be c o r r e c t e d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n . "

A d e l e  l e f t  t he  room w h i l e  H a z e l  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  me  
in the  c o m p a r a t i v e  s e c l u s i o n  of  the  p r i v a t e  b o o t h .  She  
r e m o v e d  my w i g  and a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  my f a c e  for a w h i l e  
t ook  the w i g  to a n o t h e r  room to  be c l e a n e d  and s e t .  She  
assured me  the s t y l e  wo u l d  "do t h i n g s  for m e . "

When she r e t u r n e d  she s a i d ,  " Ma r i o n ,  w h i l e  we are  
w a i t i n g ,  I want  y o u  to try on t h e s e  w i g s  w h i c h  A d e l e  
p i c k e d  o u t .  B e s i d e s ,  i t  w i l l  l o o k  b e t t e r  i f  y o u  are  w e a r i n g  
one i f  s o m e o n e  c o m e s  i n t o  t h i s  r o o m . "

Af t er  t r y i n g  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s ,  I s e l e c t e d  
a t urban w i g ,  one  a l s o  t h a t  h u n g  j us t  b e l o w  my s h o u l d e r s ,  
and a short  s t y l e  w i g  t ha t  h u g g e d  my f a c e .  A l l  w e r e  in  
a l i g h t  brown c o l o r  w h i c h  H a z e l  and I t h o u g h t  l o o k e d  
be s t  for m e .  I ke pt  the  t ur ban w i g  on w h i l e  H a z e l  a r r a n g e d  
for the f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  on t he  o t h e r s .

" H a z e l ,  wha t  did y o u  m e a n  wh e n  y o u  s a i d  e a r l i e r  
t hat  t h e r e  we r e  s o m e  f l a w s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  c o r r e c t ?  You
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i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  be  n o t i c e a b l e  to  o t he r s  who  
l o o k e d  at  me  c l o s e l y ? "  I a s k e d .

" We l l ,  Ma r i o n ,  " she  r e p l i e d .  " T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  
t h i n g s ,  but  m a i n l y  your  e y e b r o w s  are  t oo  s c r a g g l y  and 
a l s o  y o u  h a v e  a b i t  mo r e  h a i r  on y o u  arms  t han  mo s t  
w o m e n  d o .  Now s i t  down and l e t ’ s c o r r e c t  t h e s e  t h i n g s . '

She  t he n  a p p l i e d  a s w e e t  s m e l l i n g  d e p i l a t o r y  to my  
arms  f r om wr i s t  to  s h o u l d e r  and b e g a n  to r e m o v e  the  e x 
c e s s  f rom my b r o w s .  Wh i l e  whe  w o r k e d ,  s h e  p r o m i s e d  
t h a t  she  w o u l d  no t  p l u c k  my brows  t oo  m u c h  so t h a t  my  
a p p e a r a n c e  w o u l d  be  n o r m a l  e v e n  wh e n  not  w o r k i n g  as 
as i m p e r s o n a t o r .  T h e  f i n i s h e d  r e s u l t  was  m o s t  p l e a s i n g  
and I f e l t  a l m o s t  u n d r e s s e d  wi t h  my bare  arms  h a n g i n g  
at  my  s i d e .

" T h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  to s i t  h e r e  a l o n e  any l o n g e r  and  
I do h a v e  a n o t h e r  c u s t o m e r  to t a k e  c a r e  o f .  You c a n  t a ke  
y o ur  m a n i c u r e  in the  o u t e r  r o o m wi t h  t he  res t  of  t he  
c u s t o m e r s ! "  she s a i d .  And t o o k  me  by t he  hand arid l ed  
m e  to t he  m a n i c u r i s t ' s  t a b l e .

"What  s h a d e  of  p o l i s h  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  me to use?"  
a s k e d  the  g i r l .

S p e a k i n g  s o f t l y  I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  
m a t c h e d  my new l i p s t i c k  w o u l d  be f i n e .  Q u i c k l y  t he  m a n i - j  
c u r i s t  r e m o v e d  the  p o l i s h  t ha t  A d e l e  had a p p l i e d  on 
H a l l o w e e n  and put  my f i n g e r s  i n t o  l u k e  warm w a t e r  to  
s o a k .  W h i l e  she w o r k e d  s h a p i n g  t he  n a i l s ,  a p p l y i n g  ba s e  
c o a t  and s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  of  n a i l  p o l i s h ,  I w a t c h e d  the  
w o m e n  in t h e  shop ,  c o m p l e t e l y  f a s c i n a t e d  by the  dryers  
and the  h u g e  c u r l e r s  t h a t  mo s t  w o r e .  More  i n t e r e s t i n g  
h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  t he  s n a t c h e s  of  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  me n ,  
c l o t h e s  and o t h e r  f e m i n i n e  s u b j e c t s .  Th i s  was  mor e  fun  
t ha n  a f o o t b a l l  g a m e .

As t h e  m a n i c u r i s t  was  f i n i s h i n g  my  n a i l s ,  A d e l e  w a l k e d  
ove r  and i n q u i r e d  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  was  a l l  r i g h t  wi t h  m e .  I 
c o u l d  s e e  her  e y e s  t r a v e l  f r om my t urban wi g ,  to my bare  
arms  to the  s l i m  w a i s t  and o v e r  my c r o s s e d  l e g s  a do r ne d  
in n y l o n  and I c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  she  was  not  o n l y  p l e a s e d  
but  s o m e w h a t  a m a z e d  at  wh a t  she s a w .

"Just  f i n e " ,  I a n s w e r e d ,  " t h i s  has  b e e n  a d e l i g h t f u l
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e x p e r i e n c e . ” Wi t h o u t  t h i n k i n g ,  I had s p o k e n  v e r y  s o f t l y  
and the m a n i c u r i s t  did no t  e v e n  g l a n c e  up.

As we  we r e  l e a v i n g  H a z e l  c a m e  o v e r  and c o m p l i m e n t e d  
A d e l e  on how r e a l i s t i c  an i m p r e s s i o n  I c r e a t e d  and sa i d  
she wo u l d  l i k e  to  s e e  my p e r f o r m a n c e  s o m e t i m e .  T h e n  
she a d d e d ,  " Ma r i o n ,  I w a n t  y o u  to c o m e  b a c k  Fr i day  
e v e n i n g  so t ha t  our h a i r  r e m o v a l  s p e c i a l i s t  c a n  do s o m e 
t h i n g  a b o u t  your  b e a r d .  He i s  o n l y  h e r e  t wo  n i g h t s  a w e e k  
and I t h o u g h t  i t  wo u l d  be  an a d v a n t a g e  to y o u  not  h a v i n g  
to s h a v e  b e f o r e  e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e  and a l s o  w i l l  p e r m i t  
y o u  to pass  on c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  mu c h  mo r e  e f f e c t i v e l y .
Be h e r e  at  9 p . m . . "

As we d r o v e  a w a y ,  I a s k e d  A d e l e ,  " i s n ’ t t h i s  g o i n g  
a l i t t l e  t oo  f ar? Th i s  i s  mo r e  t han  I had b a r g a i n e d  f o r . ”

"Mar i on ,  " she  a n s w e r e d ,  "you w i l l  h a v e  to k e e p  t he  
a p p o i n t m e n t  or e l s e  H a z e l  w i l l  g e t  s u s p i c i o u s  and we  
w o u l d n ’ t wa n t  t h a t .  Or wo u l d  w e ?  What  i f  y o u  h a v e  a 
t r e a t m e n t  or t wo  d u r i n g  your  v a c a t i o n .  It w i l l  j us t  m a k e  
s h a v i n g  e a s i e r  and m i g h t  e v e n  be b e t t e r  i f  y o u  did h a v e  
your  beard  r e m o v e d  c o m p l e t e l y .  Look at  w h a t  y o u  c o u l d  
s a v e  on razor  b l a d e s  and l a t h e r ? "

I knew she was  k i d d i n g  but  no t  h a v i n g  to s h a v e  e v e r  
a g a i n  s o u n d e d  g ood  to m e  and I a g r e e d  to k e e p  t he  a p p o i n t 
m e n t  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  A d e l e  i n f o r m e d  me  t ha t  t he  pro-  
c e e d u r e  was p r a c t i c a l l y  p a i n l e s s .

Luck was w i t h  us and the  f i r s t  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  
we l o o k e d  at  c o n t a i n e d  a b e a u t i f u l  t wo  b e d r o o m  a p a r t m e n t  
w h i c h  we r e n t e d  and c o u l d  m o v e  in as s o o n  as we  w e r e  
a b l e  to g e t  f u r n i t u r e .

S i n c e  we had s o m e  t i m e  r e m a i n i n g  b e f o r e  t he  a d 
j u s t e r  was to be ove r  to our h o t e l  r o o m,  we  c o n t i n u e d  
our c l o t h i n g  s h o p p i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  and for t he  f i r s t  t i m e  
s i n c e  we we r e  m a r r i e d ,  I had as m a n y  p r e t t y  c l o t h e s  as 
my w i f e .  T h i s  t i m e  I was  not  r e l u c t a n t  to e n t e r  d r e s s i n g  
r ooms ,  f i t t i n g  r o o ms ,  p o w d e r  r o o ms ,  nor was  I a f r a i d  to  
ask q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  s m o o t h  brows  and bare  arms  - the  
f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  of  H a z e l -----had a d d e d  to my c o n f i d e n c e .

The  h i g h  p o i n t  of  t he  a f t e r n o o n  s h o p p i n g  c o n s i s t e d  of
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t he  p u r c h a s e  of  t wo  f u l l  l e n g t h  e v e n i n g  d r e s s e s .  Mi ne  
was  a t wo  p i e c e  a f f a i r  wi t h  s e q u i n e d  top and the  s l i g h t e s t  
h i n t  o f  a s l e e v e .  When I a s k e d  A d e l e  wha t  I wo u l d  use  
for a s l i p ,  s i n c e  t h o s e  we  had p r e v i o u s l y  p u r c h a s e d  we r e  
k n e e  l e n g t h ,  she  i n f o r m e d  me  t ha t  n o ne  wo u l d  be n e e d e d  
s i n c e  the  s ki r t  was  f u l l y  l i n e d .  I was  l e a r n i n g  mo r e  and  
m o r e  " u s e f u l ” i n f o r m a t i o n .

Later  t h a t  e v e n i n g  w h e n  the  a d j u s t e r  a r r i v e d ,  he  
p r e s e n t e d  us w i t h  a c h e c k  for t he  f u l l  a m o u n t  of  the  f i r e  
l o s s .  T h e  c h e c k  was  m a d e  out  to Ma r i o n  and A d e l e  Ha l e  
and t h r o u g h o u t  t he  e v e n i n g ,  he  a d d r e s s e d  bo t h  of  us as 
Mi s s .  We a s s u m e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t he  p o l i c y  did not  d e n o t e  
g e n d e r ,  he  had a s s u m e d  t h a t  we  w e r e  bot h  w o m e n .  For 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I was  g r a t e f u l  for t he  n a m e  Ma r i o n  w h i c h  
up to  now I had d e t e s t e d .

A d e l e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  we  c h a n g e  i n t o  c a p r i s  and go  
b o w l i n g  s i n c e  the  e v e n i n g  was  e a r l y  and she kne w I e n 
j o y e d  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  It  m i g h t  be fun b o w l i n g  as a g i r l !

We c h a n g e d  i n t o  c a p r i s  and f l a t s  and wor e  a n k l e  l e n g t h  
h o s e  as w e l l  as o p e n  n e c k e d  short  s l e e v e  pr i n t  b l o u s e s .  
F o l l o w i n g  A d e l e ' s  l e a d ,  I t o u c h e d  up my m a k e u p  and we  
d r o v e  to t he  b o w l i n g  l a n e s .

We we r e  very  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n  we w e r e  i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  no a l l e y s  we r e  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  t h e r e  was  l e a g u e  
b o w l i n g  on a l l  l a n e s .  The  des k  ma n ,  n o t i n g  our d i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a s k e d  i f  we  wo u l d  l i k e  to p l a y  wi t h  an a l l  
g i r l  t e a m  t h a t  was  t wo  m e m b e r s  s lio r t t h i s  e v e n i n g .

A d e l e  a n s w e r e d  for us in the  a f f i r m a t i v e  and he  e s 
c o r t e d  us to  the  l a n e s  w h i c h  had b e e n  r e s e r v e d  for the  
t wo  t e a m s .  I a d m i t  t h a t  I was  j us t  a b i t  f e a r f u l  and 
h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  s p e n d i n g  3 hours  w i t h  10 w o m e n - - i n c l u d i n g  
m y s e l f .

We w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  to t h r e e  g i r l s ;  Be t t y  and B e r n i c e  
Bowan who w e r e  s i s t e r s  and S y l v i a  W a k e f i e l d  who  was  
c a p t a i n  of  t he  t e a m .

"We a p p r e c i a t e  your  f i l l i n g  in t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  " said  
S y l v i a ,  "t wo  of  our m e m b e r s  had to drop out  of  the l e a g u e  
at  the  l a s t  m i n u t e  and we h a v e  not  had t i m e  to f i nd re-
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p l a c e m e n t .  We w i l l  show y o u  as m e m b e r s  of  the  t e a m  
tonight  o n l y  so t hat  y o ur  s c o r e s  w i l l  c o u n t  and we w i l l  
not be p e n a l i z e d  for a short  t e a m .  T h a t  i s ,  is i t  a l l  r i g h t  
with you  g i r l s .  "

S i n c e  i t  was  a l l  t he  s a m e  to us,  we a g r e e d ,  T h e  
b o w l i n g  b e g a n  and for the  m o s t  part  w h i l e  the  o t h e r  g i r l s  
e n g a g e d  in l i g h t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  I m a n a g e d  to s i t  by m y 
s e l f .  We won t he  f i r s t  g a m e ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  of  my s c o r e  
of  172 w h i c h  was b e t t e r  t han m o s t  w o m e n  b o w l e r s  i n  t h i s  
l e a g u e  we r e  c a p a b l e  o f .

Du r i n g  t he  s e c o n d  g a m e ,  B e r n i c e  and Be t t y  Bowan  
sat  wi t h  me  and t r i e d  to be f r i e n d l y  and m a k e  s m a l l  t a l k .
I a p p r e c i a t e d  t h i s  e f f o r t  on t h e i r  part  and was  g r a t e f u l  
t hat  my r e p l i e s  to t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  di d no t  s e e m  u n u s u a l  
to t h e m .

The  t hr e e  g a m e s  we r e  a l l  won by our t e a m  and I was  
p l e a s e d  t hat  we had b e e n  a b l e  to h e l p  t h r e e  n i c e  k i d s  g e t  
a g ood  s t ar t  in l e a g u e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  We c h a n g e d  i n t o  our  
f l a t s  and r e t ur ne d  our r e n t e d  s h o e s  and we r e  p r e p a r i n g  to  
l e a v e  whe n  the t h r e e  g i r l s  s t o p p e d  us and S y l v i a  a s k e d ,
"i f  y o u  g i r l s  are  f r e e  on T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  why d o n ' t  
y o u  b o w l  wi t h  us r e g u l a r l y ?  We s e e m  to g e t  on b e a u t i f u l l y  
and i t  was  fun,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  P l e a s e  t e l l  us t h a t  y o u  w i l l  
j o i n  us and c o m e  b a c k  n e x t  w e e k ? ”

Not  a b l e  to t h i n k  of  a g o o d  r e a s o n  why we c o u l d n ’ t 
we a g r e e d  to j o i n  the  t e a m  but  as a p r e c a u t i o n  we  a l l  
e x c h a n g e d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  and I r e a l l y  p l a n n e d  to c a l l  
wi t h  s o m e  e x c u s e  why  we c o u l d  not  c o n t i n u e  b o w l i n g  
wi t h  the  g i r l s .

Wh i l e  we we r e  d r i v i n g  h o m e  A d e l e  s a i d ,  "i t  m i g h t  not  
be a bad i d e a  at  a l l  to b o w l  a g a i n  n e x t  T u e s d a y .  You w i l l  
s t i l l  be on v a c a t i o n  and i t  w i l l  be s o m e t h i n g  to do and  
y o u  did e n j o y  t he  b o w l i n g  d i d n ' t  y o u ? ” "What  do y o u  s a y ?

I a g r e e d  m u c h  mo r e  r e a d i l y  t ha n  I t h o u g h t  I w o u l d  
and A d e l e  s e e m e d  p l e a s e d  as she  had l i k e d  our new f o und  
f r i e n d  s .

It was  to be a c o m p l e t e  s u r pr i s e  t o  us t he  f o l l o w i n g  
w e e k  to f i nd t ha t  Be t t y  had f ound a s po ns o r  for our t e a m  
- D a l e ' s  Dress  S h o p -  and t h a t  we  w o u l d  be g i v e n  m a t c h i n g
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sk i r t s  and b l o u s e s  w i t h  t he  s p o n s o r ’ s n a m e  on the  b a c k  of 
the  b l o u s e s  and our n a m e s  on the  p o c k e t s .

I did not  r e a l i z e  t h e n  t ha t  I w o u l d  e n j o y  the  s wi r l  of 
t he  s ki r t s  around my l e g s  as the  b o w l i n g  b a l l  was  re l e as e d ,  
nor t ha t  I w o u l d  not  wa n t  to g i v e  up t h i s  a c t i v i t y  or my  
new g i r l  f r i e n d s .

W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g  we a r o s e  very  e a r l y ,  a g a i n  dressed  
i n  c a p r i s ,  and a f t e r  a h u r r i e d  b r e a k f a s t  we r e  o f f  to t he  
s t o r e s  to shop for f u r n i t u r e  for our new a p a r t m e n t .  A d e l e  
had d e f i n i t e  t a s t e s  and i n  a l m o s t  no t i m e  at  a l l ,  we  had  
s e l e c t e d  our b a s i c  f u r n i t u r e  and we r e  a l s o  t he  proud  
owne r s  of  a s ter o - t e l e  v i s i  on c o m b i n a t i o n .  S i n c e  drapes  
w e r e  a l r e a d y  in the  a p a r t m e n t ,  we  c o u l d  now m o v e  i n .
I was  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t he  m a n n e r  in w h i c h  A d e l e  used her  
f e m i n i n i t y  to  i n d u c e  t he  s t o r e k e e p e r s  to  d e l i v e r  our p ur 
c h a s e s  t h a t  s a m e  a f t e r n o o n .

We s t o p p e d  at  a d e p a r t m e n t  s t ore  b e f o r e  we  h e a d e d  
for our a p a r t m e n t  and p u r c h a s e d  l i n e n s ,  s pr e a ds  and 
c o o k i n g  u t e n s i l s .  "We c a n  add t he  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  w i t h 
out  r u s h i n g ” , A d e l e  s a i d ,  and I a g r e e d .

N e e d l e s s  to  s ay ,  i t  was  a h e c t i c  d ay ,  but  by 10 p . m .  
our new a p a r t m e n t  was  in order  and i t  was  a p l e a s a n t  
r e l i e f  for t wo  t i r e d  g i r l s  to  s l i n k  i n t o  our n i g h t c l o t h e s  
and c r a w l  b e t w e e n  the  f r e s h  s h e e t s  for s o m e  n e e d e d  s l e e p

When we a w o k e  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g  we e n j o y e d  our first 
b r e a k f a s t  i n  our ne w h o m e .  It  was  a r e l i e f  not  to h a v e  
to rush to  g e t  d r e s s e d  in order  to go  out  for b r e a k f a s t  and 
we e n j o y e d  e a t i n g  at  l e i s u r e  c o m f o r t a b l y  gar be d  in house  
c o a t s  and s l i p p e r s .

" A d e l e ,  I s a i d  a f t e r  we  had f i n i s h e d  d o i n g  the  break
f a s t  d i s h e s .  "What  are  our p l a n s  for t o d a y ?  As y o u  h a v e  
o f t e n  t o l d  me  in the  pas t ,  I mus t  know so I w i l l  know  
wh a t  t o  w e a r !  " |

"We w i l l  do a l i t t l e  mo r e  s h o p p i n g  t o d a y ,  but  f i rs t  
t h i n g  we w i l l  s e e  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  y o u  a d r i v e r ’s l i c e n s e  in 
your  ne w i d e n i t y .  You w i l l  be d r i v i n g  t he  car  and i t  migf 
be a wkwa r d  i f  y o u  w e r e  s t o p p e d . "  She  a n s w e r e d .  I

I a p p l i e d  my  m a k e u p  a b i t  mo r e  s k i l l f u l l y  t han  the I
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T
day  b e f o r e  and d e c i d e d  to we ar  t he  brown j u m p e r  w h i c h  
had a l ow V n e c k  and s l e e v e s  and to  c o m p l e m e n t  i t  wi t h  
t he  w h i t e  b l o u s e  I had b o u g h t  to  go w i t h  i t .  A d e l e  
a t t a c h e d  a p i n b e n e a t h  my l e f t  s h o u l d e r  for a d d e d  i n 
t e r e s t  and we we r e  on our wa y  to t he  Mot or  V e h i c l e  Bu r e a u .

G e t t i n g  a l i c e n s e  was  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s i m p l e .  When I was  
g i v e n  my a p p l i c a t i o n  I put  do wn  my  r e a l  n a m e ,  Ma r i o n
E. H a l e  and a n s w e r e d  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  t r u t h f u l l y  e x c e p t  o n e .
I a d m i t  I b l u s h e d  as I put  down t he  l e t t e r  ”F M w h e r e  sex  
was  to be  i n d i c a t e d .  The  w r i t t e n  e x a m  was a snap for  
me  s i n c e  I had b e e n  d r i v i n g  for y e a r s .  When t he  e x a m i n e r  
had f i n i s h e d  g r a d i n g  my e x a m  she  t o l d  me  to  f o l l o w  Mr.  
S mi t h  who w o u l d  g i v e  me  my b e h i n d - t h e - w h e e l  t e s t s .

I f o l l o w e d  Mr.  S m i t h  to our car  and was  s ur pr i s e d  
whe n  he  o p e n e d  the  d r i v e r ' s  door for me  and s a i d ,  ’’P l e a s e  
g e t  in Mi ss ,  and d o n ' t  be  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  d r i v i n g  w i t h  m e . ”
I was  not  used to t h i s  l i t t l e  c o u r t e s y  nor e x t r a  c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n  for m e .

I c a n  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  has c o m p l i m e n t i n g  me  a f t e r  t he  
t e s t  by s a y i n g  I was  the  b e s t  d r i v e r  he  had had t h a t  w e e k  
and "that  I d r o v e  l i k e  a m a n . ”

I was  t o l d  to e n t e r  a s m a l l  b o o t h  and my p i c t u r e  was  
t a k e n  to be p l a c e d  on my d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .  I was  g i v e n  a 
t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  to use in t he  m e a n t i m e .

To c e l e b r a t e  my s u c c e s s  in o b t a i n i n g  a new d r i v e r ' s  
l i c e n s e ,  A d e l e  s u g g e s t e d  t ha t  we d i n e  out  t h a t  e v e n i n g  in 
a r e a l l y  good  r e s t a u r a n t .  She  p h o n e d  and m a d e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
for us whe n  we r e t u r n e d  h o m e .

Thi s  t i m e ,  the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  d r e s s i n g  was  d i f f e r e n t  
t han b e f o r e !  " M a r i o n ” , A d e l e  s a i d ,  " w a t c h  t he  wa y  I 
a p p l y  the  e y e  s h a d o w to my e y e l i d s .  You h a v e  no t  d o n e  
t hi s  b e f o r e  s i n c e  we h a v e  no t  g o n e  a n y w h e r e  u n t i l  now,  
w h e r e  y o u  wo u l d  want  to  l o o k  your  ve r y  b e s t .  I d u p l i c a t e d  
her  m o v e m e n t s  w i t h o u t  t o o  mu c h  t r o u b l e  e x c e p t  wh e n  she  
used a l i q u i d  e y e l i n e r  i n s t e a d  of  an e y e b r o w  p e n c i l  to  
o u t l i n e  the  l i d s  of  her  e y e s .  I wo r k e d  v e r y  s l o w l y  a p p l y i n g  
t he  e y e l i n e r  wi t h  t he  f i n e  brush t h a t  she had used but  the  
r e s u l t  was wort h t he  e x t r a  t i m e  i t  t o o k .  I was  i n t r i g u e d  
by the  e x t e n s i o n  of  t he  l i n e r  b e y o n d  the  e y e  w h i c h  m a d e  
t h e m l o o k  l a r g e r  and mo r e  a t t r a c t i v e .
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N e x t  she  h a n d e d  me  a d i f f e r e n t  m a s c a r a  t han  we  had 
b e e n  u s i n g  up to  now and e x p l a i n e d  t ha t  t h i s  m a s c a r a  
w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  m a k e  the  e y e l a s h e s  l o n g e r .  T h e  a p p l i 
c a t i o n  di d j us t  t h a t  and was  no mo r e  d i f f i c u l t  t han t he  
r e g u l a r  m a s c a r a  to a p p l y .

"You k no w,  A d e l e ,  " I r e m a r k e d ,  "I did no t  know  
t h a t  y o u  us ed  d i f f e r e n t  m a k e u p  for the  e v e n i n g  t han y o u  
use  d u r i n g  t he  d a y .  No w o n d e r  y o u  h a v e  to  spend so muc h  
of  my  hard e a r n e d  m o n e y  on c o s m e t i c s . "

A f t e r  t he  m a k e u p  was as p e r f e c t  as we c o u l d  m a k e  i t ,  
A d e l e  h a n d e d  me  a p o w d e r  b l u e  s h e a t h  dress  wi t h  t wo  
s l i t s  on e a c h  s i d e  and t o l d  m e  to put  i t  on so t ha t  she  
c o u l d  d e c i d e  w h a t  a c c e s s o r i e s  w o u l d  b e s t  c o m p l i m e n t  the  
o u t f i t .  T h e  dres s  f i t t e d  l i k e  a g l o v e  and as A d e l e  z i p p e d  
t he  b a c k  of  i t  for m e  I was  t h r i l l e d  by t he  f e e l  o f  the  
t i g h t  f i t t i n g  dres s  ar o u n d  my b o d y .  A s i m p l e  p e a r l  c h o k e r  
and e a r r i n g s  w i t h  A d e l e ’ s r h i n e s t o n e  w a t c h  c o m p l e t e d  the  
o u t f i t .  But i t  was  w h e n  I put  on the  ve r y  h i g h  h e e l e d  shoes  
o f  f a b r i c  w h i c h  m a t c h e d  t he  s h e a t h ,  t h a t  I f i r s t  r e a l i z e d  
how m u c h  I l o v e d  t h i s  part  of  b e i n g  a w o m a n ,  a l b e i t  for 
o n l y  a s hor t  w h i l e ,

" A d e l e ,  " I a n n o u n c e d ,  " i f  I l o o k  as g o o d  as I f e e l ,
I w i l l  l o o k  a l m o s t  as n i c e  as y o u  do t h i s  e v e n i n g !  " I 
w a l k e d  o v e r  to  the  f u l l  l e n g t h  mi r r or  and s t u d i e d  the  
p i c t u r e  I p r e s e n t e d .  An a t t r a c t i v e  w o m a n  g a z e d  b a c k  at  
m e .  I n o t e d  how the  w a i s t  l i n e  n i p p e d  in and how s o f t  
and f e m i n i n e  my  arms  and l e g s  a p p e a r e d  d e v o i d  of  any  
h a i r .  T h e  f e e l  o f  t he  n y l o n  on my l e g s  and the  a l m o s t  
i m p e r c e p t a b l e  t ug  o f  t he  g a r t e r  b e l t  w h i c h  h e l d  t he m  
t a ut  m a d e  m e  f e e l  g o o d .  I c o u l d  not  e x p l a i n  t h i s  f e e l i n g  
e v e n  t o  m y s e l f .

When A d e l e  had f i n i s h e d  d r e s s i n g  and r e t u r n e d  to the 
r o o m she r e m a r k e d ,  " Ma r i o n ,  y o u  are  u n b e l i e v a b l e !  Put  
on t h e s e  g l o v e s  and y o u  c a n  d r a pe  t h i s  b e a d e d  s w e a t e r  
o v e r  your  s h o u l d e r s .  It w i l l  be t o o  c o l d  to go  out  wi t h  
j u s t  y o ur  b a r e  s h o u l d e r s .  I w i l l  be s u r p r i s e d  i f  no one  
f l i r t s  wi t h  us t h i s  e v e n i n g !  "

" L e t ’s g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t ,  d e a r " ,  I r e p l i e d  p o i n t e d l y .
"I a d m i t  I e n j o y  b e i n g  d r e s s e d  as a w o m a n ,  but  b e l i e v e  
m e ,  I w a n t  no part  of  any  m e n ------- in any  w a y . "





"I know t ha t ,  " she  r e p l i e d ,  ’’but  t h a t  i s  not  g o i n g  
to  s t op  t h e m  f rom l o o k i n g  and e v e n  s t r i k i n g  up a c o n 
v e r s a t i o n ............Who s h o u l d  know b e t t e r  t han  y o u  wha t  men
w i l l  try to do,  " And I had to a d m i t  she  had me  t h e r e .

We l e f t  t he  a p a r t m e n t  and I was  v e r y  m u c h  a wa r e  of  
t he  v e r y  s m a l l  s t e ps  t he  s h e a t h  dres s  f o r c e d  me  to t a k e .  
T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  i n  my  a p p e a r a n c e  to  i n d i c a t e  t hat  I 
was  n o t  w h a t  I a p p e a r e d  to b e .  My new d r i v e r ’s l i c e n s e ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  m a k e u p ,  k e y s  and c i g a r e t t e s  w e r e  s a f e l y  in 
t h e  b e a d e d  c l u t c h  e v e n i n g  b a g  I c a r r i e d .

For t he  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  we had d e c i d e d  to t a k e  our 
v a c a t i o n  as we  w e r e  d o i n g ,  I d r o v e  t he  car  to  the  r e s 
t a u r a n t  s e c u r e  in t he  k n o w l e d g e  t ha t  e v e n  i f  we were  
s t o p p e d ,  we  w o u l d  no t  be  e m b a r r a s s e d .  T h e  p a r k i n g  
a t t e n d a n t s  o p e n e d  t he  doors  of  the  car  so t ha t  A d e l e  
c o u l d  g e t  out  at  t he  s a m e  t i m e .  T h e  a t t e n d a n t  on my  
s i d e  o f f e r e d  me  h i s  h a n d  to  a s s i s t  me  in a l i g h t i n g  and 
I was  f a i n t l y  a w a r e  t ha t  I d e l i b e r a t e l y  k e p t  my k n e e s  
t o g e t h e r  and s w i v e l e d  out  of  t he  car  i n  t hi s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
f e m i n i n e  m a n n e r .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  we w e r e  s e a t e d  in a s o f t l y  l i g h t e d  boot h ,  
t h e  w a i t e r  i n q u i r e d ,  ’’ C o c k t a i l s ,  l a d i e s ? "  And we or de r e d  
t wo  Pi nk  S q u i r r e l s  a l t h o u g h  n o r m a l l y  I w o u l d  h a v e  ordered  
s c o t c h .  T h e  m e a l  was  s uperb and for the  m o s t  part  we  
f o und  our c o n v e r s a t i o n  d r i f t i n g  to  c l o t h e s ,  m a k e u p ,  and 
a c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  of  how the  o t h e r  w o m e n  in the  r e s 
t a u r a n t  we r e  d r e s s e d .  I was  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  e x c e p t  for an 
o c c a s i o n a l  g l a n c e  f r om s o m e  of  the  m e n  in the  r o o m,  no 
o n e  a p p r o a c h e d  us .

Be f o r e  l e a v i n g  t he  r e s t a u r a n t  we  w e n t  to the  p o wd e r  
r o o m to  f i x  o u r s e l v e s  up at  our p r e t t i e s t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g .  
A f t e r  we  had t o u c h e d  up our m a k e u p ,  I w e n t  b e f o r e  the  
mi r r or  and a d j u s t e d  my  dress  and h o s e  f a i n t l y  a wa r e  t hat  
A d e l e  was  l o o k i n g  at  me  as I did so,  but  in a s o m e w h a t  
d i f f e r e n t  wa y  t ha n  she  had t i l l  n o w .

So o n  we  w e r e  h o m e  and a f t e r  w a s h i n g  and g e t t i n g  
i n t o  our n i g h t c l o t h e s ,  A d e l e  s a i d  t ha t  she  wo u l d  l i k e  to 
t a l k  o v e r  a f e w t h i n g s  w i t h  m e .  " Ma r i o n ,  y o u  we r e  s i mpl y  
f a b u l o u s  t o n i g h t !  Do y o u  know t ha t  t h e r e  we r e  t i m e s  
d u r i n g  t he  e v e n i n g  w h e n  e v e n  I f o r g o t  who  y o u  r e a l l y
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w e r e ?  What  a s t ory  I c o u l d  t e l l  your  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  
i f  y o u ' d  e v e r  a l l o w  me  to!  But wh a t  I r e a l l y  w a n t  to  
know,  is how h a v e  y o u  y o u r s e l f  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  f e w  
days  in your  new r o l e ? ”

I c o l l e c t e d  my  t h o u g h t s  and t h e n  b e g a n  to  s p e a k .
” 1 wi s h  I c o u l d  do t h i s  f o r e v e r ,  but  I know t h a t  t h i s  
w o u l d  be i m p o s s i b l e .  In t he  b e g i n n i n g  i t  was  j u s t  a j o k e ,  
but  now as e a c h  day  b e i n g s ,  I f i n d  m y s e l f  l o o k i n g  f o r 
ward wi t h  a n t i c i p a t i o n  to  b e i n g  M a r i o n .  I f i nd  m y s e l f  
u n c o n s c i o u s l y  t h i n k i n g  of  wa y s  to i m p r o v e  my  a p p e a r a n c e  
bot h i n  dress  and m a k e u p .  I e n j o y  t he  l i t t l e  c o u r t e s y s  
w h i c h  are g i v e n  to  me  t h a t  t i l l  now I n e v e r  r e c e i v e d .  I 
e v e n  e n j o y  j us t  s i t t i n g  h e r e  t a l k i n g  to  y o u  w i t h  t he  f e e l  
of  n y l o n  a g a i n s t  my b o d y  and t he  pres s  of  the  f i t t e d  
h o u s e c o a t  a g a i n s t  my  " b r e a s t s ” . My o n l y  worry  is  t h a t  
p e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  wr o n g  w i t h  me  for f e e l i n g  t h i s  
w a y ?  What  do y o u  t h i n k ,  A d e l e ? ”

Now it was  A d e l e ' s  turn to  h e s i t a t e  b e f o r e  s p e a k i n g .  
F i n a l l y  she  s a i d ,  " I ’l l  h a v e  to a d m i t  t ha t  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  
i t  was  t he  h u mo r  of  t he  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  a p p e a l e d  to  me  at  
f i r s t  p l us  a d e s i r e  to h a v e  y o u  f o r g e t  your  p r o b l e m s  for  
a l i t t l e  w h i l e .  I had no way  of  k n o w i n g  t h e  d e l i g h t  t h a t  
y o u  wo u l d  t a ke  i n  y o ur  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  I ' v e  e n j o y e d  e v e r y  
m i n u t e  w i t h  y o u  as Ma r i o n ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  
of  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  y o u  are  b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  to u n d e r s t a n d
m e ' o r  any  o t he r  w o m a n ----- t h a n  y o u  w e r e  a f e w  da y s  a g o .
S t i l l ,  I wa n t  y o u  to be  wi t h  me  as Ed a l s o  w h i c h  is sort  
of  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in my t h i n k i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t ?"

We t a l k e d  for s e v e r a l  hours  and w h e n  we had c o n 
c l u d e d  t h e r e  was  perfect  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  us,  mo r e  
so t han any  t i m e  s i n c e  we had b e e n  m a r r i e d .

The  f o l l o w i n g  da y s  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y .  T h u r s d a y  we  e n 
r o l l e d  in a c l a s s  in D o m e s t i c  S c i e n c e  w h i c h  t o o k  in a r e a s  
t ha t  a l l  w o m e n  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to be  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  s uch  
as c o o k i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  g r o o m i n g ,  the  art  of  b e i n g  a h o s t e s s  
and m o r e .  Our i n s t r u c t o r  i n f o r m e d  us t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be  
f i e l d  tr ips  to e a c h  s t u d e n t ' s  h o m e  for t he  p u r p o s e  of  c o n 
s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  a b o u t  t he  s t u d e n t ' s  a b i l i t y  as a h o s t e s s  
and s k i l l  in f u r n i s h i n g  and a r r a n g i n g  a h o m e .  It s o u n d e d  
l i k e  fun,  but  I kne w t h a t  I c o u l d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e .

Fr i day  A d e l e  and I w e n t  s h o p p i n g  d r e s s e d  i n  s h i f t s
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and l i t t l e  t h i n g s  l i k e  p l a c i n g  my  purs e  in t he  s h o p p i n g  
c a r t  w h i l e  m a k i n g  s e l e c t i o n s ,  r e a c h i n g  in my  purse  to  
f i nd  c h a n g e ,  and b e i n g  h e l p e d  wi t h  t he  g r o c e r i e s  by the  
box bo y  g a v e  m e  a d e g r e e  of  u n e x p e c t e d  p l e a s u r e .

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  I had my  f i r s t  e l e c t r o l y s i s  t r e a t m e n t  
for r e m o v a l  of  be a r d  by H a z e l ’ s e x p e r t  who  a s s s ur e d  me  
t h a t  he  c o u l d  c o m p l e t e  t he  t r e a t m e n t  in l e s s  t han  four  
m o n t h s  and m a d e  an a p p o i n t m e n t  for the  n e x t  Fr i day  for 
m e .

Each s u c c e e d i n g  day  was  s h e e r  d e l i g h t  and h e a v e n  
for m e .  S h o p p i n g  w h i c h  I had l e a r n e d  to  l o v e ,  a t t e n d i n g  
c l a s s ,  b o w l i n g  wi t h  my  a l l  g i r l  t e a m ,  d i n i n g  out  i n  res 
t a u r a n t s  of  v a i ous  k i nds  in v a r i o u s  s t y l e s  o f  dress  and 
e v e n  the  l i g h t  h o u s e w o r k  wi t h  w h i c h  I a s s i s t e d  A d e l e  we r e  
p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  In b e t w e e n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  A d e l e  
i n s i s t e d  on my  p r a c t i c i n g  the  art  of  m a k e u p  and ke pt  up 
a r u n n i n g  c o m m e n t a r y  on how I s h o u l d  w a l k ,  s i t ,  t a l k ,  
e a t ,  and in g e n e r a l  c o m p o r t  m y s e l f  at  a l l  t i m e s  in a 
t r u l y  f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  i t  was  t he  w e e k e n d  b e f o r e  I was  to return  
t o  work and A d e l e  i n f o r m e d  me  t ha t  we we r e  g o i n g  to  
d i n e  out  t h i s  e v e n i n g  in h i g h  s t y l e .  Be t t y  Bowen had  
a s k e d  us to j o i n  t h e i r  t a b l e  at  the  H i l t o n  H o t e l  at  a 
c h a r i t y  a f f a i r  t h e y  w e r e  a t t e n d i n g .  It was  to  be a f o r m a l  
a f f a i r  and s i n c e  t he  res t  o f  her  f r i e n d s  we r e  not  ma r r i e d
t h e r e  w o u l d  be no m e n  p r e s e n t -----at  l e a s t  at  our t a b l e .
She  had s o m e  s h o p p i n g  to  do and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I m i g h t  
s t r a i g h t e n  out  t he  a p a r t m e n t  w h i l e  she was  g o n e .

S e v e r a l  hours  l a t e r  wh e n  she r e t u r n e d  she was  c a r r y i n g  
t wo  l a r g e  b o x e s .  " Ma r i o n , ” she  s a i d ,  " l o o k  at  the  b e a u t i f u l  
s t o l e  t h a t  I b o u g h t  to r e p l a c e  t he  one  d e s t r o y e d  in the  
f i r e " .  It was  on s a l e  and a r e a l  b a r g a i n ! "  She h e l d  the  
s t o l e  t ha t  she  had r e m o v e d  f r om one  of  t he  b o x e s  and 
d r a p e d  i t  around her  s h o u l d e r s  and o v e r  her  arms in  
d i f f e r e n t  wa y s  to show i t  o f f .  "I c o u l d n ’ t j us t  we ar  a 
s w e a t e r  t o n i g h t ,  I j us t  had to buy t h i s . "  She  . c o n c l u d e d .

T h e n  she o p e n e d  t he  o t he r  box and a s i m i l a r  s t o l e  
was b r o u g h t  f o r t h .  She  h a n d e d  i t  to m e  s a y i n g ,  " Wo ul dn ' t  
y o u  l i k e  to try on YOUR s t o l e  and s e e  how i t  l o o k s  on 
y o u ?  D o n ’t be  c o n c e r n e d  by wh a t  i t  c o s t .  I t o l d  t he  s tore
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that I c o u l d n ’t m a k e  up my mi n d  w h i c h  to buy and t h e y  
s ug g e s t e d  t h a t  I t a k e  t h e m  bo t h  h o m e  and l e t  my hu s b a n d  
d e c i d e .  I ' l l  h a v e  to  r e t ur n  one  M o n d a y ,  but  y o u  c a n  we ar  
it t o n i g h t  i f  y o u  are c a r e f u l . "

Even b e f o r e  I t r i e d  on t he  s t o l e ,  I k n e w I w o u l d  l o v e  
w e a r i n g  i t  for at  l e a s t  t he  one  e v e n i n g .  T h e  f e e l  o f  the  
fur as i t  c a r e s s e d  me  n e c k  was  h e a v e n l y  and I now c o u l d  
u n d e r s t a n d  A d e l e ' s  d e s i r e  for fur w h i c h  I had not  r e a l l y  
u n d e r s t o o d  b e f o r e .

I was  e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e f u l  as I a p p l i e d  my m a k e u p  t h a t  
e v e n i n g  and was g r a t e f u l  t ha t  my hand was  s t e a d y  as I 
o u t l i n e d  my  e y e s  wi t h  l i q u i d  l i n e r .  T h e  l i p s t i c k  brush  
o u t l i n e d  my l i p s  p e r f e c t l y  on t he  v e r y  f i r s t  try and I 
t h r i l l e d  as I f i l l e d  in t he  o u t l i n e  u n t i l  my l i p s  w e r e  p e r 
f e c t l y  m a d e  up.

The  e v e n i n g  go wn w h i c h  we had p u r c h a s e d  was  put  
on over  m a t c h i n g  p a n t i e s  and bra .  I a t t a c h e d  my h o s e  to  
t he  new w a i s t  c i n c h  I had p u r c h a s e d  t he  day  b e f o r e  s i n c e  
I had b e e n  l o s i n g  w e i g h t  d i n i n g  as a w o m a n  and put  on 
t he  s ho e s  w i t h  t he  s p i k e d  h e e l s  of  c l e a r  p l a s t i c .  R h i n e s t o n e  
a c c e s s o r i e s  c o m p l e t e d  t he  c o s t u m e  and I wo r e  t he  s h o u l d e r  
l e n g t h  w i g  on w h i c h  A d e l e  p l a c e d  a s m a l l  r h i n e s t o n e  
t i a r a .  E x c e p t  for the  m i n k  and my  o v e r  the  e l b o w  g l o v e s ,
I was  r e a d y  to g o .

I s l o w l y  w a l k e d  o v e r  to the  f u l l  l e n g t h  mi r r or  w h i c h  
was now a h a b i t u a l  t h i n g  for m e ,  and was  d e l i g h t e d  at  
what  I s a w.  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  out  wi s h  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r l u d e  
in my l i f e  w o u l d  n e v e r  e n d .

As A d e l e  and I w a l k e d  do wn  t o wa r d s  our car ,  I k n e w  
t ha t  we  we r e  as p e r f e c t  in a p p e a r a n c e  as t wo  g i r l s  c o u l d  
b e .  When we e n t e r e d  the  h o t e l ,  I was  a w a r e  t h a t  b o t h  
me n  and w o m e n  w e r e  l o o k i n g  our wa y  and f e l t  c o m p l i 
m e n t e d .  Be t t y  was  w a i t i n g  at  t he  d o o r w a y  of  t he  c h a r i t y  
a f f a i r  and t ook  us o v e r  to  her  t a b l e  and i n t r o d u c e d  us to  
the  t h r e e  w o m e n  who s har e d  our t a b l e  a l o n g  w i t h  B e r n i c e  
and S y l v i a .

B e r n i c e  r e m a r k e d ,  "you  g i r l s  are  j us t  g o r g e o u s  t o 
n i g h t !  You n e v e r  l o o k e d  t h i s  wa y  at  t he  b o w l i n g  a l l e y ” . 
T h e n  she t urned to me  and c o n t i n u e d ,  "your  o u t f i t ,  Ma r i o n ,  
l o o k s  as i f  i t  w e r e  m o l d e d  to your  bo d y  and t ha t  c o l o r  i s
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j u s t  p e r f e c t  for y o u ” . I b l u s h e d  as I t h a n k e d  her  for the  
c o m p l i m e n t  and r e t u r n e d  a s i m i l a r  c o m p l i m e n t  to  h e r .

T h e  e v e n i n g  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y  and I drank in t he  f e m i n i n e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  o b v i o u s  r e l i s h .  At one  p o i n t ,  S y l v i a  
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  e v e n i n g  w o u l d  be p e r f e c t  i f  o n l y  t here  
w e r e  s o m e  m e n  to s ha r e  i t  wi t h  and A d e l e  and I l o o k e d  at  
e a c h  o t h e r  and had to s m i l e .

As we  we r e  l e a v i n g ,  Be t t y  and B e r n i c e  i n v i t e d  us to  
j o i n  t h e m  for d i n n e r  a t  t h e i r  h o m e  We d n e s d a y  and we  
a c c e p t e d  s i n c e  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a wk wa r d  to r e f u s e  
e v e n  t h o u g h  my v a c a t i o n  e n d e d  t o m o r r o w .

I was  r e l u c t a n t  to g e t  u n d r e s s e d  t h i s  t i m e ,  a f t e r  we  
w e r e  h o m e ,  and A d e l e  s e e m e d  to u n d e r s t a n d .  It  was  f i n a l l y  
d a w n i n g  on me  t h a t  t h e r e  was  o n l y  one  mo r e  day  o f  thi s  
b l i s s  for me  and I k n e w I w o u l d  m i s s  b e i n g  M a r i o n .  Ye t ,
I kn e w t h a t  I w o u l d  be b a c k  at  work Mo n d a y  as I had a 
f a m i l y  to s uppor t  and a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to my c o m p a n y .

A d e l e  was  t he  f i r s t  to  g e t  in bed t ha t  e v e n i n g  and 
w h e n  I f i n a l l y  c l i m b e d  in b e s i d e  her ,  I h e l d  her  c l o s e  
and she s e e m e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  my m o o d  and t h o u g h t s .

I a w o k e  e a r l y  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g  h a v i n g  had g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  any  s l e e p ,  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  my  l a s t  day  
as Ma r i o n ,  and s e t  t he  t a b l e .  A d e l e  a w o k e  s o m e  t i m e  
l a t e r  and as we  a t e  our b r e a k f a s t  we  b e g a n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
t he  s u b j e c t  we  had bot h  b e e n  a v o i d i n g  the  pa s t  f e w d a y s .

"I j u s t  d o n ’ t know why I s h o u l d  be so u p s e t  a b o u t  
g o i n g  b a c k  to  work t o m o r r o w  and why I s h o u l d  be so r e 
l u c t a n t  to  r e a s s u m e  my  r o l e  as a ma n !  I e n j o y  b e i n g  your  
h u s b a n d  and h a v e  no wi s h  to b e c o m e  your  f u l l  t i m e  g i r l  
f r i e n d !  S t i l l ,  I l o v e  t he  r o l e  t h a t  I h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e s e  
p a s t  t wo  w e e k s  and t h e  c o m p a n y  of  t he  new f r i e n d s  we  
h a v e  m a d e .  I h o n e s t l y  h a t e  to g i v e  t h e m  up and wi sh  
t h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we  c o u l d  do to m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  
not  t o ."

A d e l e  r e p l i e d  v e r y  s o b e r l y ,  "Ma r i o n ,  I kne w t h i s  
was  c o m i n g  and I h a v e  b e e n  g i v i n g  i t  a l m o s t  c o n s t a n t  
t h o u g h t  for t he  pa s t  w e e k  and I t h i n k  I h a v e  t he  s o l u t i o n ,  
but  i t  w i l l  be  up to y o u .  I mu s t  a d m i t  t h a t  I e n j o y e d

58



T \a a m iU a

h a v i n g  y o u  w i t h  me  as Ma r i o n ,  but  t h e r e  are  t i m e s  w h e n  
I wo u l d  p r e f e r  t hat  Ed be  t he  one  who  t a k e s  me to d i n n e r  
and b e i n g  a w o m a n ,  t h e r e  are  t i m e s  wh e n  I w o u l d  mu c h  
p r e f e r  to  be  wi t h  my h u s b a n d ------- as a m a n . "

I i n t e r r u p t e d ,  " A d e l e ,  y o u  s a i d  t h a t  y o u  had s o m e  
s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  t e l l  me  w h a t  i t  i s!  "

"Very  s i m p l e , "  she  r e p l i e d .  "Of  c o u r s e  y o u  mus t  go  
b a c k  t o  work t o m o r r o w  and we bot h know i t  w o u l d  be w i s e  
not  to h a v e  your  f r i e n d s  at  work know o f  your  t wo  w e e k s  
as M a r i o n .  We are  f o r t u n a t e  in not  h a v i n g  any  l o n g  
f r i e n d s h i p s  e s t a b l i s h e d  or m a n y  s o c i a l  c o m m i t t m e n t s .
But t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  why y o u  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  as Ma r i o n  
on a part  t i m e  b a s i s ! "

"Do y o u  m e a n ,  A d e l e ,  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  be  w i l l i n g  for  
me  to l i v e  part  of  the  t i m e  as Ed, and part  as Ma r i o n ? "
I i n q u i r e d .

" E x a c t l y " ,  she r e a f f i r m e d .  " S i n c e  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  to  
e a r n  our l i v i n g  for us,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  to c o n t i n u e  work as 
ED, but  t h e r e  is no r e a s o n  why we  c a n ' t  c o n t i n u e  b o w l i n g  
on T u e s d a y s  and our f r i e n d s h i p  wi t h  Be t t y  and t he  o t h e r  
g i r l s .  You c a n  c o n t i n u e  your  t r e a t m e n t s  at  t he  b e a u t y  
par l or  on Fr i day  as w e l l  as our c l a s s e s  in D o m e s t i c  S c i e n c e .  
If  t h e r e  is no a c t i v i t y  s c h e d u l e d  for Mr.  & Mrs.  H a l e  on 
t he  w e e k e n d s  or o t he r  t i m e s  d u r i n g  the  w e e k ,  t h e r e  is  
no r e a s o n  why Ma r i o n  c a n n o t  go  s o m e w h e r e  w i t h  A d e l e ! "

C O N CLIJSJON_: We are  e n j o y i n g  our new way  of  l i f e  and
A d e l e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  I am a b e t t e r  ma n  and h u s b a n d  for i t .
I no l o n g e r  o b j e c t  to  her  s h o p p i n g  s p r e e s ,  nor the  t i m e  
i t  t a k e s  for her  to p r e p a r e  h e r s e l f  for g o i n g  out  on an 
e v e n i n g .  When the  o c c a s i o n  d e m a n d s ,  I a s s i s t  her  in  
s h o p p i n g  and d o i n g  t he  h o u s e w o r k .

T u e s d a y s ,  I rush h o m e  f r om work and am l o o k i n g  f o r 
ward to the  t r o phy  t h a t  our t e a m  is sure  to r e c e i v e .  When  
t he  l e a g u e  e n d s .  W e d n e s d a y s  we  v i s i t  f r i e n d s  o f  A d e l e ' s  
and M a r i o n ' s .  We s t i l l  go to the  B e a u t y  P a r l o r  on Fr i da y s  
a l t h o u g h  my beard  is c o m p l e t e l y  a t h i n g  o f  the  p a s t .

We h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  our c o u r s e  in D o m e s t i c  S c i e n c e  
and h a v e  e n r o l l e d  in a Charm S c h o o l  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be an
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i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  for m e .  A d e l e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  we  go  
to  a d a n c i n g  s c h o o l  w h e n  we f i n i s h  t h i s ,  but  I s we ar  I 
w i l l  n o t .  She  says  I w i l l  c h a n g e  my m i n d .

It was  a b i g  f i r e  t h a t  H a l l o w e e n ,  but  i t  s t a r t e d  a 
b i g g e r  f i r e  w i t h i n  m e ,  one  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  d i e  o u t .

KATHY - 5 - P ^ 4

F. P.  E. NEWS

Phi  Pi  E p s i l o n  (FPE to  y o u )  c o n t i n u e s  to f o r g e  
a h e a d  unde r  the  g u i d a n c e  and t u t e l e g e  of  Fran and 
S h e i l a .  T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  of  t he  N e w s l e t t e r  is o f f  the  
press  and i s  a r e a l l y  g o o d  p r o d u c t i o n .  Bot h  g i r l s  are  
to be c o n g r a t u l a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Fran who  had the  p r o 
d u c t i o n  t ask  to p e r f o r m .  In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  ma y  we  
e x t e n d  t h a n k s  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  to S h i r l e y ,  F r a n ’ s 
A - # l  w i f e  who  di d t he  t y p i n g  and I ' m sure c o n t r i b u t e d  
m i g h t i l y  in o t h e r  wa y s  to the s u c c e s s  of  t he  i s s u e .  
Woul d t ha t  t h e r e  w e r e  mo r e  l i k e  h e r .

FPE has  b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  R e g i o n s  not  o n l y  in 
the  c o n t i n e n t a l  US but  i n  the  re s t  of  the  wor l d  wi t h  
a C o u n c i l l o r  and D e p u t y  a p p o i n t e d  for e a c h .  Rules  
and p r o c e d u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  se t  up as w e l l  as a s e c u r i t y  
m a n u a l  so t ha t  e v e r y o n e ' s  i n t e r e s t s  are p r o t e c t e d  y e t  
we w i l l  be  a b l e  to h a v e  groups  g r a d u a l l y  f o r m i n g  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e r e  now are n o n e .  Mos t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
of  i n t e r e s t  i s  the  ne w E u r o p e a n  group p r e s e n t l y  l o c a t e d  
in E n g l a n d .  T h e y  h a v e  p i c k e d  t he  n a m e  of  the  " B e a u 
m o n t ” S o c i e t y  a f t e r ,  g u e s s  w h o .  5 g i r l s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  
at  the  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  and a s e c o n d  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  
by t he  t i m e  t h i s  g e t s  in your  h a n d s .  G i s e l l e  our 
c h a r m i n g  C o v e r  Girl* o f  T V i a  # 3 2  is the  C o u n c i l l o r  
for the  a r e a .  A l l  E u r o p e a n  F . P . ' s  w h e r e v e r  l o c a t e d  
are i n v i t e d  t o  a p p l y .

We h a v e  m a n y  r e a d e r s  who  are  not  m e m b e r s  and 
who m i g h t  w e l l  b e .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  are s e n t  on r e q u e s t  
to t h o s e  who  show on our r e c o r d s  at  C h e v a l i e r  as 
h a v i n g  p u r c h a s e d  at l e a s t  5 c o p i e s  of  the m a g a z i n e .  
A p p r o v a l  i s  by Fran,  S h e i l a  and m y s e l f  and an i n t e r 
v i e w  w i t h  t he  C o u n c i l l o r  in the  R e g i o n .  FPE is for  
t rue  FPs,  f e t i s h i s t s ,  b o n d a g e ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  gay  and 
o t h e r  f r i n g e  i n t e r e s t s  are not  i n v i t e d .
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Id e n tifie d 0"
b y  P e g g ie  ( 2 5 - E - l )  * I

It is g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  known t ha t  I was  r e c e n t l y  ar 
r e s t e d  w h i l e  out  dr e s s e d  as P e g i e ,  and s u f f e r e d  t hrough  
the  o r d e a l  of  b e i n g  in j a i l  ( w i t h o u t  c h a r g e )  for four  days  
wi t h  t he  r e s u l t i n g  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  to my boss ,  t he  c o m p a n y  
and my f a m i l y .  T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  and a 
s t i l l  mo r e  r e c e n t  brush wi t h  l aw a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i s  a n o t h e r  
s tory - -  but  one  a s p e c t  of  t h e s e  t wo  f r i g h t e n i n g  e x p e r i 
e n c e s  has  to do wi t h  the  m a t t e r  of  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
for t h o s e  who go out  en f e m m e .

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  we n e v e r  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  en f e m m e  
a r r e s t .  Th i s  is s o m e t h i n g  t ha t  a l w a y s  h a p p e n s  to  s o m e 
body  e l s e .  At  t he  t i m e  of  my f i r s t  ar r e s t  I was  t o t a l l y  
u n p r e p a r e d ;  c a r r y i n g  my m a l e  b i l l f o l d  f i l l e d  wi t h  a l a r g e  
sum of  m o n e y ,  c h e c k s  m a d e  out  to  my c o m p a n y ,  p h o t o s  
of  P e g i e ,  aad my m a l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c e  "had 
me  c o l d "  on any n u mb e r  of  a s s o r t e d  s u s p i c i o n s :  r o b b e r y ,  
c h e c k  p a s s i n g ,  p o r n o g r a p h y ,  e t c . ,  and e t c .

I v o w e d  a f t e r  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  to  n e v e r  c ar r y  jrny k i nd  
of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w h i l e  out  en  f e m m e ,  and c e r t a i n l y  no 
l a r g e  sum of  m o n e y ,  no c h e c k s ,  and no p h o t o g r a p h s  or 
f e m m e  l e t t e r s .  And y e t ,  i t  t o o k  a s e c o n d  p o l i c e  e p i s o d e  
to dr i v e  the f e a r  of  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  h o m e  to  me  
wi t h c r u s h i n g  f o r c e ;  t h i s ,  wh e n  I was  a p a s s e n g e r  i n  a car  
when the d r i v e r  ran a s top s i g n .

Whe r e a s  b e f o r e ,  the  p o l i c e  w e r e  l o o k i n g  for me  and 
knew I was en f e m m e ;  t h i s  t i m e  I was  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t he  
p r e c i n c t  s t a t i o n  as a f e m a l e  a u t o m o b i l e  p a s s e n g e r .  My 
c o m p a n i o n  was g r i l l e d  u n m e r c i f u l l y .  F i n a l l y  the  i n t e r r o 
g a t i o n  turned i n  my d i r e c t i o n  as t he  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e
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a s k e d ,  "do y o u  h a p p e n  to  h a v e  any ki nd of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
on y o u ? "

In a f e m m e  v o i c e  t h a t  i s  a l l  t he  mo r e  c o n v i n c i n g  in 
h i g h  p r e s s u r e  s i t u a t i o n s  s uch as t h i s  I m a n a g e d  a very  
d e m u r e  " No " .  But w h i l e  I w e n t  on s u c c e s s f u l l y  a n s we r i n g  
h i s  q u e s t i o n s ;  g i v i n g  my f e m m e  n a m e ,  my a c t u a l  d a t e  of  
b i r t h ,  and my  r e a l  a d d r e s s ,  my o r i g i n a l  "No" was q u i t e  
a m b i g u o u s .

I had i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  - -  and I d i d n ' t . . . .  T h e  f e a r  of  
l e a v i n g  a l a r g e  sum of  m o n e y  i n  my m o t e l  r o o m had  
m a d e  m e  f o o l i s h l y  d e c i d e  to b r i n g  a l o n g  my m a l e  b i l l 
f o l d  i n  P e g i e ' s  purse ;  but  t h i s  m a l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w o uld  
no t  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  Pe g i e .  And as my  c o m p a n i o n  and I 
l e f t  t he  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  t he  t r a f f i c  f i n e  had b e e n  
t a k e n  c a r e  o f  I k n e w  t h a t  as P e g i e  I w o u l d  n e v e r ,  under  
and c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  carry  my m a l e  b i l l f o l d  a g a i n .

Of  c o u r s e ,  s o m e  f orm of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  is  I m p e r a t i v e  
for t h o s e  f e m m e  d r e s s e r s  who  d r i v e  w h i l e  dr e s s e d  - -  s o me  
e v e n  go  to t he  l e n g t h s  of  o b t a i n i n g  a f e m a l e  d r i v e r ’s 
l i c e n s e  . My own o p i n i o n  is  t ha t  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  d r e s s e d  
i s  t he  s h e e r e s t  sort  of  f o l l y ,  a b s o l u t e l y  s t u p i d ,  no m a t t e r  
w h a t  k i nd of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  one  c a r r i e s .  And my c o n c e r n  
i s  not  o v e r  b e i n g  s t o p p e d  for a s a f e t y  c h e c k ;  a mi n o r  
t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n ;  or any of  t he  o c c a s i o n a l  r e a s o n s  c a l l i n g  
for t he  d r i v e r  to  p r e s e n t  h i s  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n c e .

My c o n c e r n  is  o v e r  an a c c i d e n t .

In t o d a y ’ s t r a f f i c  a car  a c c i d e n t  is an a w e s o m e ,  and 
v e r y  l i k e l y  r i sk no f e m m e  dr e s s e r  c a n  e v e n  d r e a m about  
t a k i n g ;  no t  e v e n  a d r i v e  around the  b l o c k !  It i s n ’ t jus t  
t h e  m a t t e r  o f  h a v i n g  a f e m a l e  d r i v e r ’ s l i c e n s e  w h i c h  
m i g h t  s e e  y o u  t h r o u g h  m i n o r  t r a f f i c  s i t u a t i o n s  or a c c i 
d e n t s ;  i t  i s  t he  c h a n c e  of  h a v i n g  to p r e s e n t  i n s u r a n c e  
p o l i c y  d e t a i l s ;  and f u r t h e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t he  c h a n c e  of  
b e i n g  h o s p i t a l i z e d .  Where  w o u l d  t he  d e c e p t i o n  of  the  
m a s q u e r a d e  e n d ?  And o n c e  i n v o l v e d  i n  one  d e c e p t i o n  
s u s p i c i o n  c a n  o n l y  m o u n t .

T tofuwtia,

But l e t ’ s a s s u m e  one  k e e p s  h i s  en  f e m m e  a c t i v i t i e s
c o n f i n e d  to  w a l k i n g ,  
a n e e s ,  or e v e n  mo r e

r i d i n g  c a b s  or 
c a u t i o u s l y ,  to

o t h e r  p u b l i c  
r e m a i n i n g  on

convey*  
t he  hotey* ote1*



T^afumtia
or m o t e l  p r e m i s e s .  S h o u l d  y o u  c ar r y  s o m e  f orm of  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  And i f  so,  w h a t ?

In my o p i n i o n  i t  i s n ’t n e c e s s a r y .  In t he  f i r s t  p l a c e  
i t  i s n ' t  u n c o m m o n  for w o m e n  not  to  h a v e  any ki nd of  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e i r  p e r s o n  and I do not  t h i n k  a u t h o r i 
t i e s  are  s ur pr i s e d  wh e n  t h i s  i s  t he  c a s e .  In t he  s e c o n d  
p l a c e  t h e r e  i s  no such t h i n g  as a l i c e n s e t o  go out  en  
f e m m e ;  no ki nd of  c r e d e n t i a l s  g i v e  f e m m e  d r e s s e r s  t he  
r i g h t  to  m a s q u e r a d e  as w o m e n  i n p u b l i c .  In t h e  t hi rd  
p l a c e ,  t h i s  "r i ght " is s o m e t h i n g  f e m m e  d r e s s e r s  i n d i v i d u 
a l l y  e a r n  by v i r t u e  of  b e i n g  u n d e t e c t a b l e  under  a l l  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s ,  and the  o f t - r e p e a t e d  m o t t o  i s  "If  Y o u ' r e  R e a d - -  
Yo u ' r e  D e a d " .

S t i l l  t h e r e  is an urge  to h a v e  s o m e t h i n g . . . .

One a c q u a i n t a n c e  of  m i n e  has  a l e t t e r  f rom the  
S e c r e t a r y  of  h i s  s t a t e  to t he  e f f e c t  t ha t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
( a d d r e s s i n g  my f r i e n d  in hi s  r e a l  m a s c u l i n e  n a m e )  p e r 
f orms  as a f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  on v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ;  
a n o t h e r  has  c o n t r i v e d  to o b t a i n  a "The  F r a t e r n a l  Order  
Of P o l i c e "  card f rom a f r i e n d ;  o t he r s  carry  l e t t e r s  f rom  
t h e i r  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n ,  or s o m e  p e r s o n  of  r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t y .

In my own c a s e  I had a b u s i n e s s  card p r i n t e d  - -  i n  
f a c t ,  b e c a u s e  the  p r i n t e r  w o u l d  m a k e  up no l e s s  - -  I 
h a v e  1000 of  t h e s e  c a r d s .  T h i s  i s  how my card is  l a i d  
out :

N i g h t c l u b s  H o t e l  Shows
P e g i e  Va l  Ad d a i r  

F e m a l e  I m p e r s o n a t o r

C o n t a c t
( a c t u a l  n a m e )  T e l e p h o n e
( a c t u a l  addr e s s )  ( a c t u a l  Ph. )

A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  c a r d  is t he  f a r t h e s t  t h i n g  f rom any  
l i c e n s e  or p r i v i l e g e  to  go out  en  f e m m e ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r  o n a t o r  of  a l l  p e o p l e knows  
f u l l  w e l l  the  j e o p a r d y  of  g o i n g  out  i n  p u b l i c ;  c i t i e s  r e 
q u i r i n g  c a b a r e t  p e r m i t s  for f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  w o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  r e v o k e  such a p e r m i t  i f  the  p e r f o r m e r  was  ar 
r e s t e d  i n  p u b l i c !
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T 'touunttui
I do no t  c a r r y  t he  c ar d  on P e g i e ’ s p e r s o n .  I d o n ’t 

c a r r y  a n y t h i n g  i n  t he  wa y  of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  But I h a v e  
t he  c ar ds  w i t h  my  b e l o n g i n g s  i n  t he  m o t e l ;  a l o n g  wi t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  8X10 f e m m e  p h o t o g r a p h s  w h i c h  a g a i n  h a v e  
my p r o f e s s i o n a l  n a m e  p r i n t e d  on t h e m ;  and I h a v e  my  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o s t u m e s ,  e v e n i n g  l e n g t h  d r e s s e s ,  e t c . ,  and 
r e c o r d i n g s  of  s o m e  of  t he  m a t e r i a l  I h a v e  w r i t t e n  for a 
f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  a c t .

On c e  y o u  are  a r r e s t e d ,  b e l i e v e  m e ,  t he  p o l i c e  w i l l  
" c h e c k  y o u  o u t ” of  your  h o t e l  or m o t e l  room ( and I ’m 
a s s u m i n g  n o b o d y  r i sks  b e i n g  a r r e s t e d  ne ar  o n e ’ s h o m e . )  
Thus  I t h i n k  i t  d o e s n ’ t hur t  to h a v e  an a t m o s p h e r e  of  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  s u r r o u n d i n g  y o ur  f e m m e  a c t i v i t i e s  - -  no 
m a t t e r  how a m a t e u r  t h e y  m a y  b e .  In f a c t ,  your  very  
a m a t e u r  n a i v e t e ,  i s  v i e w  of  your  h o n e s t  a t t e m p t s  and 
i n t e n t i o n s  in r e g a r d  to  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n ,  ma y  be  
your  s a v i n g  g r a c e .  I do no t  know;  I h a v e n ’t had o c c a s i o n  
to p r e s e n t  t he  card to l a w  a u t h o r i t i e s  and h o p e  I n e v e r  
w i l l .

I h a v e  f o u n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  j us t  t he  a c t u a l  a c t  of  
h a v i n g  the  card m a d e  up at  a l e g i t i m a t e  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  
i n  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  m a n n e r ,  g i v e s  one  a dde d  c o n f i d e n c e  
and a s l i g h t l y  ne w a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d s  f e m m e  d r e s s i n g .  The  
car ds  o n l y  c o s t  $ 9 . 5 0  for t he  1000 m i n i m u m ,  and I h a v e  
f ound  t h e m  e x t r e m e l y  u s e f u l  i n  a p p r o a c h i n g  v a r i o u s  pr o 
f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e ;  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  w i g  s t y l i s t s ,  dres smakers ,  
s a l e s  p e o p l e ,  e v e n  a d e n t i s t .

It c a n  be s a i d  t ha t  t h e r e  are q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n n o t a 
t i o n s  i n  r e gar d  to  o ne s  b e c o m i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h ,  or 
t h o u g h t  to be a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h ,  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s .
T h i s  i s  t rue;  but  i n  ar e a s  w h e r e  y o ur  l e g a l  r i g h t s  or p e r 
s o n a l  j e o p a r d y  are c o n c e r n e d ;  wh e n  and i f  you  e v e r  are  
a r r e s t e d ;  at  the  v e r y  b e s t  i t  w i l l  be a s s u m e d  y o u  are  a 
f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  - -  or e v e n  w o r s e .  Thus  t h e r e  is a 
c e r t a i n  s t a t us  i n  d e c l a r i n g  your  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  ; 
e v e n  i f  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n *

In t he  end t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card,  no 
t y p e  o f  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  t h a t  e n a b l e s  us to go out  en f e m m e .  
We are b e y o n d  i d e n t i t y ;  we  c a n  o n l y  h o p e  to s t ay  t hat  
way  by s c r u p u l o u s l y  a v o i d i n g  a l l  r i sks .
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p o o k

MAN INTO WOMAN, by G ilbert Oakley, D P sy  ; 
Walton P re s s ,  525/7, L iverpool Rd , London N 7; 
H ardcover, 248pp, price  unknown, 1964.

This book is a must fo r  all transexuals  and fo r  
those pitiable TVs who a re  ,,se llin gM the TS idea to 
them selves. Other TVs w ill  find it of great, but not 
vita l, in terest. Of all the books on this subject, (in
cluding the one of the same title  published in the 20s 
but concerning a Danish a r t is t  who had an e a r ly  - and 
fatal - operation) this one makes the best effort to place  
into perspective the TV and TS w orld s. That there  a re  
some e r ro r s  is understandable; the internal incon sis 
tencies of the book a re  not so e a s i ly  forgiven.

F rom  the beginning, the read er  is left in doubt as 
to how c lose ly  "Julian/Juliet" rep resen ts  a single re a l  
individual and how much a fictionalized synthesis of 
many cases. C erta in ly  neither her having a brother  
who is a psych iatr is t , nor h er suicide at 29 due to 
operation-induced cancer is at a ll typical; yet such 
statements as that "she is the personification of many  
w ell known tra n sves tites  and tra n se x u a lis ts" in the 
"Author's Note" lead one to feel that this non-typical 
case is a composite.

The Note above re f lec ts  one of the serious incon
sistencies. On many pages the TS is equated with the
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TV; on others, they a re  p ro p e r ly  described as separate 
c la ss e s .  Dr. Oakley has c le a r ly  read and half-digested  
too many "authorities” , and casually  gives equal weight 
to the opinions of the Rev. A . M.  Smith and Hugo Beigel 
versu s  those of such eminent m edical specia lists  as 
D r. W. S. Pugh and Dr. H arry  Benjamin. (All these 
a re  quoted at some length, with many others. ) E s 
p ecia lly  confusing is the last chapter, where excellent  
discourses  on TV and TS a re  accompanied by an ex
t re m e ly  un satisfacto ry  pair  of qu estiona ires . As there  
is an obvious m isprin t at the top of page 239, one may  
hope that the questions on pages 238 and 240 w ere  also  
transposed by the p r in te r . .  O therwise, page 240 makes 
e v e ry  TV I know of appear to be a TS, while page 238 
would indicate the same people a re  not even TVs !

Another flaw in confusion on m edical knowledge 
(apparently D. P sy . is not a medical degree). A h o r 
rib le  example is the statement on pages 145-6 that 
"ova. . . pro jected  through the Fallopian tubes into the 
womb, crea tes  the true fem ale orgiastic  sensations."  
This would im ply that a woman can have but one o r 
gasm p er month! In rea li ty ,  up to 250 per month have 
been reported. However, most of the medical data 
appears re liab le .

On the whole; this book is a definite advance over  
its p re d e c e sso rs ,  and m ay do a good deal to improve  
the public image of the TV as w ell as of the TS. Re
peated emphasis on the differences of both from  the 
homosexual is always welcom e, and Oakley makes this 
point well. His pleas fo r  public sympathy include all  
th ree , but one can sc a rc e ly  resent that generosity.

Sheila Niles, M . S . ,  FPE.



by N an cy

To the t e a c h e r s  and s t udent s  of  the  m e d i c a l  a c a d e m y  
from your head mas t e r  and p h y s i c i a n  of  the r o y a l  c our t .  
This  is my l as t  m e s s a g e  to you:  i t  is  the  s tory of  my l i f e .

I was born a mo n g  the t ent  p e o p l e ;  who d w e l l  on the  
outski rt s  of  our l a n d .  We he r de d  and hunt e d  and s up p l i e d  
most  of  the warriors  for we were  more  rugged and i g n o 
rant than the p e o p l e  of  the c i t i e s .

When I was f o u r t e e n  years  old I to l d our l o c a l  h e a d 
man that  I did not  want  to t ake  the r i t e  of  ma n h o o d .  Our 
h e a d ma n  was a k i nd l y  person and he t a l k e d  thi s  over  wi th  
m e .  He was not  opposed to my d e c i s i o n  but  b e c a u s e  he  
knew that  my f at her  woul d be a g a i n s t  i t  he a g r e e d  to 
speak to h i m for m e .  My mo t he r ,  who was a third wi f e  
and t he r e f o r e  had no a u t h o r i t y ,  a l so  p l e a d e d  my c a u s e  
and in the  end my f a t her  d e c i d e d  to a p p r e n t i c e  me to 
the t e m p l e  that  t aught  p h y s i c i a n s .

I was g i v e n  a l e t t e r ,  in the form of  a s c r o l l ,  for 
the tutors  of  the  t e m p l e .  I was a l s o ,  for the  f i rs t  t i m e ,  
l a w f u l l y  a l l o w e d  to dress as a wo ma n ,  a l t h o u g h  my mo t h e r  
had o f t e n  dressed me thus in s e c r e t .  I was to s tudy in 
the t e m p l e  unt i l  my t w e n t i e t h  y e a r  when I woul d be g r a 
duat ed as a d o c t o r .  My f a t he r  a g r e e d  to pay so muc h  
gol d  per year  for my ke e p  w h i c h ,  though he did not  speak  
to me  d i r e c t l y ,  I was to l d  I shoul d repay when I b e g a n  
p r a c t i c e .  So be gan  my l i f e  as a s c ho l a r  and a y o ung  
w o ma n .

In the T e m p l e  of  P h y s i c i a n s  t here  were a f ew y o u n g  
men,  about  thi r ty  when I arr i ved,  that  c h o s e  to l i v e  as
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w o m e n .  We l i v e d  in a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  and were  t r e a t e d  
wi t h more  k i ndne s s  t han the o t he r s .  Thi s  was b e c a u s e  
the  pr i e s t s ,  who were  our i ns t r uc t o r s ,  f e l t  that  our d i f 
f e r e n c e  from ot her  boys  was  due to a s p i r i t u a l  power  
wh i c h  set  us apart  and a b o v e  o t her  p e o p l e .  When one of  
us woul d  s h o w s i g ns  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  or wi t  the  pr i e s t s  
woul d nod t he i r  he a ds  and say to one  anot he r ,  "They  ha v e  
c o n t a c t  wi t h  the worl d of  the  spi r i t s  of  k n o w l e d g e ,  " or 
"They  are f a v o r e d  by the Goddess  , M i d e o ” who dressed  
her  on l y  son as a g i r l  so t hat  her husband the  c r u e l ’Cayon*  
woul d  not  ma k e  h i m go to w a r . ” The  onl y  sadness  I knew  
in the t e m p l e  was a l o n g i n g  for my mo t h e r .

At the age  of  t we nt y  I was g i v e n  the  Rite of  the  
P h y s i c i a n  and b e g a n  to p r a c t i c e .  Be c a us e  I c ho s e  to 
l i v e  as a wo ma n  I had to g i v e  up many  of  the l e g a l  r ights  
of  n o r ma l  m e n .  I was f o r b i dde n  to bear arms or to marry  
a p h y s i c a l l y  p e r f e c t  w o ma n .  We m e n - w h o - l i v e d - a s -  
w o m e n  were  a l l o w e d  to marry on l y  c r i p p l e s ,  i m p o t e n t  
w o m e n ,  or s l a v e s .

I c h o s e  for my f i r s t  wi f e  a c o m e l y  g i r l  of  s i x t e e n  
who had one  l e g  shorter  than the o t he r .  She bore me  
two sons and six d a u g h t e r s .  The  boys  I g a v e  to an u n c l e  
of  mi n e  who was i m p o t e n t .  Our daught ers  we ra i sed and 
t h e y  were  our j o y .  As we got  o l der  - t hough I ge t  ahead  
of  m y s e l f  - I t ook  s e v e r a l  s l a v e  g i r l s  as s e c o nda r y  w i v e s .  
The y  were  yo u n g ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  and p h y s i c a l l y  p e r f e c t  but  
t h e y  ne ve r  had my r e a l  a f f e c t i o n .

St range  as i t  ma y  s e e m my good f or t une  in l i f e  was  
a l s o  the b e g i n n i n g  of  the end for my p e o p l e .  Short l y  
af t er  I b e c a m e  a p h y s i c i a n  and had mar r i e d ,  the Te nt  
p e o p l e ,  who l i v e d  to the far e a s t  of  our c i t i e s ,  c a m e  i n 
to c o n t a c t  wi t h  a s t range  group of  r e l a t e d  t r i bes  that  
were  m i g r a t i n g  t o w a r d s  us.  A war broke out  and,  for a 
t i m e ,  we s e e m e d  to be d o i n g  w e l l .  For the f i rs t  two  
years  our a r mi e s  ne v e r  lfcst a maj or  e n g a g e m e n t ;  t hey  
ma n a g e d  to capt ur e  a fa i r  a mo u n t  of  horses  and d o m e 
s t i c  a n i m a l s  as w e l l  as s ome  t reasure ,  and of  course  
w o m e n  s l a v e s .

My p r a c t i c e  b e c a m e  g r e a t .  I had s e v e r a l  young  
doct ors  wo r k i ng  for me in a h o s p i t a l  I had b u i l t  on the  
o ut s i de  of  the c i t y  w a l l .  I d i s p l a y e d  s igns  of  good i n-
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t e l l i g e n c e  very  e a r l y  In l i f e  and i n  t i m e  I b e c a m e  f a 
mous  as a p h y s i c i a n .

The  e n e m y ,  wi t h  whom we f ought  were  ba r ba r i a ns .  
The y  were  c r ude ,  the i r  manners  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  and t he i r  
l a n g u a g e  so s i m p l e  that  l a t e r  when I t r i ed  to i n s t r u c t  
t he i r  crude  doc t or s  t he y  had to l e ar n  our l a n g u a g e .  In 
a l l  ways  t h e y  were  our i n f e r i o r s  e x c e p t  two;  t h e y  c o u l d  
f i g h t  as w e l l  as we cou l d  and t he i r  p o p u l a t i o n  was e n d 
l e s s .  Wi t hi n t en years  a l l  of  our c i t i e s  had b e e n  c a pt ur e d  
and my h o s p i t a l  was f i l l e d  wi th the i r  s i ck  and wo u n d e d .

Duri ng  thi s  t i m e  my p e r s o n a l i t y  was c h a n g i n g .  1 
e n j o y e d  an hour b e f o r e  a mirror wi t h  j e w e l r y  and f i n e  
c l o t h i n g .  I l o v e d  the  c o m p a n y  of  my w i v e s  and d a u g h 
t ers .  My g r e a t e s t  joy  was to j o i n  t hem in t h e i r  d a i l y  
tasks .  My y o u t h f u l  i n n o c e n c e  h o w e v e r ,  was d y i n g  and 
I b e c a m e  s c h e m i n g  and o u t wa r d l y  hard of  h e a r t .  I f e l t  
t h e  need to p r o t e c t  m y s e l f  from the ba r ba r i c  v i c t o r s  
who in t he i r  i g n o r a n c e  of  c u l t u r e  l o o k e d  down upon men  
such as m y s e l f .

At the c l o s e  of  the war t he i r  k i ng  c a m e  to l i v e  at  
our c a p i t a l .  He was crude  and m e r c i l e s s ,  but  more  than  
thi s  he was a f r a i d .  He r ul ed  a fai r  s i z e d  e m p i r e  and hi s  
great  de s i r e  was to k e e p  r u l i ng  but  he  suf f e r e d  from an 
i l l n e s s  of  the s t o m a c h .  His own p h y s i c i a n s  did not  unde r 
stand e n o u g h  of  drugs and d i e t  to be of  muc h  h e l p  to h i m  
and so h a v i n g  heard of  my g r o wi n g  r e p u t a t i o n ,  he sent  
for m e .

I c o u l d  not  cure  h i m but wi th the  r i ght  a mo u n t  of  
herbs and a s p e c i a l  d i e t  I was a b l e  to r e l i e v e  both hi s  
pai ns  and hi s  f e a r s .  He r e s e n t e d  me ,  but  he  n e e d e d  me ,  
and to keep m y s e l f  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  to h i m,  I ne v e r  a l l o w e d  
anot her  doc t or  to e x a m i n e  h i m,  nor woul d  I t e l l  a n y o n e  
my me t h o d s  of  t r e a t m e n t .

He l i v e d  under my care  for t we n t y  years  in whi c h  
t i m e  I ma n a g e d  to marry my e l d e s t  da ug ht e r  to one of  
hi s  sons .  I a l so  was a b l e  to s e c ur e  h i gh  p o s i t i o n s  in 
g o v e r n m e n t  for s e v e r a l  of  my f r i ends ,  so t hat  when he  
di ed I was s t i l l  w e l l  o f f .  A short  t i m e  a f t e r  the deat h  
of  the k i ng  my f i rs t  wi f e  d i e d .  I bur i ed m y s e l f  i n  work  
in order to ward of f  a t r e me n d o u s  f e e l i n g  of  l o s s .
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I d e c i d e d  to r e t i r e  from e v e r y d a y  m e d i c i n e ,  a l t hough  

I was s t i l l  t r e a t i n g  the m e mb e r s  of  the ro y a l  court ,  and 
bui l d  my own m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  I was d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th the 
i n s t r u c t i o n  g i v e n  in the old T e m p l e  of  P h y s i c i a n s  where  
the p r i e s t s  t a ug ht  wi th the me t h o d s  of  both s c i e n c e  and 
s u p e r s t i t i o n .  The y  r e l i e d  more  on prayer  than they  did 
on m e d i c i n e .  I f e l t  that  the  t i m e  had c o m e  for s c i e n c e  
to  p re v a i l .

Now t hat  I am old and I r e a l i z e  that  I am dy i ng  I 
wish to l e a v e  to y o u  y o u n g  p h y s i c i a n s  the r i d d l e  of  my 
l i f e .  I b e l i e v e  t hat  in the future  you must  a l so  b e g i n  
to t r e a t  the  mi nd  as w e l l  as the  body .  I r eas on that  my  
c h o i c e  of  l i v i n g  as a wo ma n i n s t e a d  of  as a man is onl y  
a very  s m a l l  part  of  a new t ype  of  un d e r s t a n d i n g  whi ch  
y o u  must  d e v e l o p  i f  y o u  hope  to be of  g r e a t e r  use to 
m a n k i n d .

The  w h o l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  my l i f e  rests  upon my  
c h i l d h o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th my mo t h e r .  In s e c r e t  un
t i l  my f o u r t e e n t h  y e a r  she woul d  dress me  as a g i r l .
T h e s e  m o m e n t s  were  a mo n g  my h a p p i e s t .  Al ways  her  
a f f e c t i o n s  were  f o c u s e d  upon me and a l wa y s  she was there  
to b l o t  out  the  i m a g e  o f  my f a t h e r .  I l o v e d  her,  i m i t a t e d  
her ,  and l o o k e d  to her  as my g u i d e  in a l l  t h i ng s .

Later b e f o r e  I l e f t  h o m e  for the T e m p l e  of  P h y s i c i a n s  
I c a m e  to h a v e  ot her  f e e l i n g s  toward he r .  At f i rs t  t hes e  
f e e l i n g s  g a v e  me  a s e ns e  of  g u i l t  u n t i l  I r e a l i z e d  that  
t he y  were  n e v e r  m e a n t  to be f u l f i l l e d  wi th t he i r  o r i g i n a l  
o b j e c t .  The  r e p l a c e m e n t  of  the o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t  I found  
i n  my f i r s t  w i f e .  She was c r i p p l e d  and not  very strong  
so she a p p r e c i a t e d  my g e n t l e n e s s .  Our r e l a t i o n s h i p  was  
a mo t h e r ,  dau g h t e r ,  l o v e r  m i x t u r e  wh i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
ma y  s e e m s t r ange  to you,  g a v e  me great  h a p p i n e s s .

You s e e ,  I had m a n a g e d  to c r e a t e  a s e c o nd  c h i l d 
hood wi th her that  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  o f  the b l e s s i n g  of  my  
f i r s t  c h i l d h o o d  and mo r e .  In the  p a s s i o n  of  our l o v e  I 
and my i d e a l  were  no l o n g e r  s e p a r a t e d - w e  j o i n e d -  and 
I b e c a m e - - i n  i m a g e ,  f e e l i n g ,  and e x p r e s s i o n - - my own  
m o t h e r .  Thi s  a b s o r p t i o n  l a s t e d  from a f ew s e c o nds  to 
as l o n g  as a w e e k .  It was both m e n t a l  and s e x u a l  and 
very  very b e a u t i f u l .
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Her deat h  was the  g r e a t e s t  t o r me n t  of  my l i f e .  At  
the deat h of  my r e a l  mo t h e r  I f e l t  gr e a t  pa i n ,  but  at  
the deat h  of  my w i f e  I was near l y  d e s t r o y e d .

I wr i t e  thi s  to y o u  y o u n g  p h y s i c i a n s  so that  you w i l l  
be ab l e  to unders tand the  great  hol d that  the years  of  
e x t r e m e  yout h h a v e  on the i n d i v i d u a l .  Th e s e  years  of  
youth may  g i v e  you the key  to ma d n e s s .  No man knows  
for sure,  but  as I am d y i ng ,  I mus t  l e a v e  the  p r o b l e m  to 
you .

Thi s  is my l as t  t r e a t i s e  to the s c h o o l .  It is  l e s s  
s c i e n t i f i c  than my o l der  wr i t i ng s  on herbs  and surgery  
but I hope  you  w i l l  unders t and i t ' s  m e a n i n g .  It is my  
s e c r e t  and I g i v e  i t  to those  who w i l l  unders t and i t  b e s t .

C o m p l e t e d  in the fourth mont h  of  the  210th ye ar  
af ter  the great  f i re  of  our c a p i t a l .

e co n o m ics! T h ink o f  th e  p hysical fo r  the

• i

"Guess what, mom. 
I d id n 't  pass the
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Y o u ’d n e v e r  b e l i e v e  i t  and n e i t h e r  do I ...................
q u i t e .  How many t i m e s  ha v e  I d r e a me d  of  g o i n g  to 
H a w a i i ,  but  said i t  c o u l d n ' t  h a p p e n . . . b u t  i t  di d .
How n i c e  a dream t hat  Vi r g i n i a  should spend that  t i me
in the i s l a nds !  An e v e n  b i g g e r  i m p r o b a b i l i t y ...........but
she d i d .  And how many t i m e s  have  I t hought  of  t ry
i ng  to g e t  the story and true nature  of  TVi s m be f ore  a 
group of  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  Thi s  too was pret t y  u n l i k e l y . .  
. . . b u t  I d i d .  But when a l l  three  of  t hese  e v e n t s
o ccur  ed at the s a me  t i m e ...........w e l l ,  we g e t  i n t o  some
rather  a s t r o n o m i c a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  f a c t o r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
b e t w e e n  Aug 27 and Sept  12 a l l  three  o c c u r r e d .  It 
c o u l d n ' t  h a p p e n  but  i t  d i d .

Last y e a r  when the A m e r i c a n  P s y c h i a t r i c  A s s o c 
i a t i o n  had i t s  c o n v e n t i o n  in L . A .  I a t t e n d e d  a few 
of  the m e e t i n g s .  I saw the n o t i c e  that  there  woul d  
be a m e e t i n g  in Ha wa i i  in S e p t ,  of  1965.  I t hought  
to m y s e l f  that  i t  woul d  be r e a l  great  to go there  and 
then I f o r go t  i t  for many  mo nt hs .  The  q u e s t i o n a i r e s  
kept  c o m i n g  in and when I had ac q u i r e d  a l ar ge  enough  
number  and d e c i d e d  that  t here  wo ul dnt  be any more  
I s ent  t he m up to Be r k e l e y  to h a v e  t hem t a b u l a t e d  by 
the c o m p u t e r .  When thi s  was done in the l a t e  spring  
I r e m e m b e r e d  the H a w a i i a n  m e e t i n g  and found out  who  
the Program Ch a i r ma n  was .  I wrote  and asked about  
g i v i n g  a paper about  T r a n s v e s t i t e s .  I r e c e i v e d  back  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  form wi th s pa c e  for a resume of  the
pa pe r .  I f i l l e d  i t  out  and re turned i t  and was r e a l l y  
s o m e w h a t  a m a z e d  to r e c e i v e  a l e t t e r  s e v e r a l  we e ks
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l a t er  s a y i n g  t h a t  t he  p a p e r  was  a c c e p t e d .  I had sent  
in Dr.  V i r g i n i a  P r i n c e  Bruce  as the  a ut ho r ,  so I was  
c o m m i t t e d  to d e l i v e r  i t  as V i r g i n i a .  We l l ,  the  d i e  
was c a s t ,  n o t h i n g  to do but  m a k e  Pan Am r e s e r v a t i o n s  
and g e t  a h o t e l ,  w h i c h  I d i d .

C a m e  t he  2 7 t h  of  Augus t  and T h e a  d r o v e  me  to 
the  a i r p o r t  and p a r k e d  the car  w h i l e  I c h e c k e d  i n .
T h e n  we  had  a b i t e  of  l u n c h  and w e n t  to the  g a t e .
I s t i l l  d i d n ’ t q u i t e  b e l i e v e  i t  as she k i s s e d  me  g o o d b y  
but  in a m o m e n t  I was  i n  the  p l a n e  and we w e r e  o f f  
so I g u e s s e d  i t  was  t r ue .  I was  r e a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  
t oo ,  as my 2 s u i t c a s e s  , o n e  w i g  box and a c o s m e t i c  
c a s e  d i d n ’ t h a v e  one  i t e m  of  C h a r l e s ’ t h i n g s  in t h e m .
It was  V i r g i n i a  or b u s t .  (I g u e s s  i t  w o u l d  be mo r e  
c o r r e c t  to say V i r g i n i a  a nd b u s t ) .  A f t e r  a b o u t  5 
hours  f l y i n g  t h e r e  was  C o c o  He a d  o f f  the  S t a r b o a r d  
wi n g ,  t hen D i a m o n d  He a d  and f i n a l l y  the  b e a c h  of  
Wa i k i k i  and H o n o l u l u  i t s e l f .  I h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  such  
b e a u t i f u l  b l u e  c o l o r s  as the  w a t e r  o f f  W a i k i k i .  It 
r a n g e s  f rom u s u a l  o c e a n  g r e e n  t hr ough  a b e a u t i f u l
a c q u a m a r i n e  to d e e p  r o y a l  b l u e ............f a s c i n a t i n g .
T h e n  we w e r e  c i r c l i n g  the  a i r p o r t  and t o u c h e d  d o w n .  
T h e r e  was  a s m a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a f r i e n d  w o u l d  
m e e t  me  in the  c o n c o u r s e  as I l e f t  t he  p l a n e  and  
w h i l e  I was  l o o k i n g  for h i m  s u d d e n l y  a l i t t l e  H a w a i i a n  
g i r l  g r a b b e d  my arm,  a f l a s h g u n  w e n t  o f f  and I was  
h a n d e d  a c a r d .  It t ur ne d  out  to be t he  p i c t u r e  on 
the  n e x t  p a g e .  I had t r u l y  a r r i v e d  in H a w a i i .

Af t e r  s l o w l y  f i g h t i n g  our wa y  thru H o n o l u l u  t r a f f i c  
and t r y i n g  to g e t  used to the  h e a t  and h u m i d i t y ,  we  
a r r i v e d  at my h o t e l .  I s t a y e d  at t he  W a i k i k i  C i r c l e  
H o t e l ,  a r a t he r  u n i q u e  p l a c e  in t ha t  i t  is b u i l t  i n  a 
c i r c l e  14 s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  and 10 r o o ms  to  a l e v e l .  Each  
room is s o m e w h a t  p i e  s h a p e d  and ha s  i t s  own b a l c o n y .  
When the  b e l l  boy  had b e e n  t i p p e d  and had g o n e  I put  
down my c o a t  and h a t  and s t e p p e d  out  o n t o  the  b a l c o n y  
and l o o k e d  down at  f a b l e d  W a i k i k i  b e a c h  w i t h  D i a mo n d  
Head in t he  d i s t a n c e .  What did I do?  I j u s t  sat  down  
and c r i e d  for t he  s h e e r  t h r i l l  o f  i t  a l l .  I,  V i r g i n i a ,  
was a c t u a l l y  in H a w a i i .  It was  t o o  m u c h !

S i n c e  I a r r i v e d  on Fr i day  and t he  c o n v e n t i o n ’s
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o p e n i n g  c o c k t a i l  par t y  w a s n ’ t t i l l  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g ,
I had a day  to g e t  s e t t l e d  i n t o  the i d e a  of  b e i n g  a 
l a d y  in W a i k i k i .  It a p p e a r e d  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  wo r e  
Mu u - Mu u s  of  one  k i nd or a n o t h e r  and e v e r y t h i n g  was  
q u i t e  i n f o r m a l ,  so I s e t  a b o u t  f i n d i n g  a Muu ( p r o p e r l y  
p r o n o u n c e d  Mu - u  Mu - u )  t h a t  w o u l d  be a p p r o p r i a t e  
for the C o c k t a i l  P a r t y .  I r o a m e d  K a l a k u a  Av e  w h i c h  
has  a b o u t  50 shops  s e l l i n g  t h e s e  g a r m e n t s  and m e n ’s 
f l o w e r e d  s h i r t s .  F i n a l l y  I f ound  one  in t he  h o t e l  
s hop .  It was  a g o l d e n  c o l o r  wi t h  brown pr i n t  f l o w e r s  
and nuts  on i t .  S i n c e  i t  was  a p o l i s h e d  c o t t o n ,  i t  
l o o k e d  a l m o s t  l i k e  s a t i n  and thus w o u l d  be O . K .  for  
the  p a r t y .  I b o u g h t  s o m e  s e e d  b e a d s  and e a r r i n g s  to  
go wi t h  i t  and I was  r e a d y .  Gol d s a n d a l s  w e r e  j u s t  r i g h t ,  
not  on l y  for the  o u t f i t ,  but  we r e  the  m o s t  p o p u l a r  
c o l o r  to be s e e n  on the  s t r e e t s .  So I w e n t  to the  par t y  
to s tar t  b e i n g  s e e n  as Dr.  V i r g i n i a  Bruce  by a l l  m e m b e r s  
of  the  c o n v e n t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  5 M . D . s  p r e s e n t  
who a l r e a d y  knew me, ,  so I f e l t  as t ho  I w e r e  a m o n g  
s o me  f r i e n d s .

Sunday  was the  P e a r l  Harbor Boat  t r ip and we a l l  
got  in a bus to go to t he  e x c u r s i o n  b o a t  p i e r .  I was  
s i t t i n g  a l o n e  and s oon a n o t h e r  w o m a n  sat  b e s i d e  me  
and we s t r uc k  up a c o n v e r s a t i o n .  A f t e r  a b i t  she  
as ked  m e ,  "Where  do y o u  p r a c t i c e ? "  I r e p l i e d  t h a t  
I d i d n ’t p r a c t i c e  as I was  no t  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  nor e v e n  
a p s y c h o l o g i s t .  Of c o u r s e ,  she  was  c u r i o u s  as to why  
I was  t h e r e  and w e a r i n g  a c o n v e n t i o n  b a d g e  wi t h  "Dr" 
on i t .  So I t o l d  her  I was  g i v i n g  a p a pe r  to the  
c o n v e n t i o n  and n a t u r a l l y  she a s k e d  on w h a t .  So I 
had to t e l l  her  the t i t l e .  Th i s  i t s e l f  i n t e r e s t e d  her  
but  she as ked  me  how c o m e  a w o m a n  w o u l d  be i n t e r 
e s t e d  in t ha t  s u b j e c t .  So I m a d e  up a t r u e - f a l s e  
ans wer  on the  s p o t .  I t o l d  her  t ha t  my "brot her"  had  
b e e n  a TV for ma n y  y e a r s  and n a t u r a l l y  I b e c a m e  
i n t e r e s t e d  in the  s u b j e c t  b e c a u s e  of  h i m .  T h i s  was  
r e a s o n a b l e  but  how did I g e t  a l l  the  d a t a ?  I t o l d  her  
that  I had b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  wi t h  s o m e  of  h i s  f r i e n d s  
and t hat  thru a m a g a z i n e  t ha t  he  s u b s c r i b e d  to I had  
s ent  out  que s ti  onai  re s and the  pape r  was  j u s t  a r e p o r t  
on the  r e s u l t s .  So I s a t i s f i e d  her  and d i d n ’ t t e l l  a 
l i e  e i t h e r . . . o r  did I? I ' m r e a l l y  not  t o o  sure m y s e l f .
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Mo n d a y  t h e r e  w e r e  p a p e r s  and Mo n d a y  n i g h t  a 
Luau .  F o l l o w i n g  my i n t e n t i o n  of  b e i n g  s e e n  as part  
of  the  group and be a c c e p t e d  as s uch in as ma n y  
s i t u a t i o n * a s  p o s s i b l e ,  I w e n t  to a l l  the  f u n c t i o n s .
At the  l u a u  a n o t h e r  of  t h o s e  f l a s h b u l b  p i c t u r e s  and 
c l a i m  card  r o u t i n e s  w e n t  on wi t h  t he  r e s u l t s  a l s o  
s h o wn  in t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p h o t o g r a p h .  I was  in the  
p r o c e s s  o f  e n j o y i n g  a p i e c e  of  t e r r i y a k i  s t e a k  on a 
s k e w e r  and had a m o u t h f u l l  w h i c h  a c c o u n t s  for the  
e x p r e s s i o n .

T u e s d a y  was  e v e n t f u l  in t ha t  I f ound and b o u g h t  
a l o n g  t y p e  Muu w i t h  s l i t  ski r t  and c r i s s -  c ros s  s t r i ps  
t ha t  pass  o v e r  the  bus t  and f a s t e n  b e h i n d .  It m a k e s  
a very  s t r i k i n g  dres s ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a s a r i .  T h i s  I 
am w e a r i n g  in t he  p i c t u r e  t a k e n  in the  l i b r a r y .  It 
was  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  at an Al p h a  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  my  
r e t u r n ,  but  as i t  was  t he  o n l y  one  of  t hi s  dress  I 
i n c l u d e d  i t .  A n y w a y  h a v i n g  f ound t h i s  dress  I wore  
i t  out  of  t he  s h o p .  I r e m e m b e r e d  s e e i n g  an a n n o u n c e 
m e n t  in t he  h o t e l  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be f r e e  Hul a  l e s s o n s  
in t he  Ba n y a n  c o u r t  of  t he  Mo a n a  h o t e l  t ha t  a f t e r n o o n ,  
so I w e n t  t h e r e  and p r o c e e d e d  to l e a r n  the Hul a ,  
" L o v e l y  Hul a  Ha n d s " .  Whi l e  I c a n ' t  say I ' m any  
e x p e r t  I t h i n k  I di d as w e l l  as mo s t  of  the  res t  of  the  
w o m e n  in the  g r o u p .

T h e  d a n c i n g  wo r k e d  up j u s t  e n o u g h  e x t r a  h e a t  on 
a v e r y  h o t  and h u m i d  day  t ha t  I d e c i d e d  t ha t  t h i s  was  
t he  t i m e  to  try t he  f a b l e d  w a t e r s  of  W a i k i k i  b e a c h .
So I w e n t  b a c k  to the  h o t e l  and c h a n g e d  i n t o  my b e a c h  
o u t f i t . . . a  b a t h i n g  s ui t ,  b e a c h  h a t ,  t e r r y c l o t h  b e a c h  
dress ,  b e a c h  s h o e s  and b e a c h  b a g  a l l  in s h o c k i n g  p i n k .
I a l s o  had a b a t h i n g  c a p  to m a t c h  but  I c a r r i e d  t h i s .
I l a y  on t he  sand and read for a w h i l e  and t h e n  d e c i d e d  
on my  d i p .  I had t a k e n  the  p r e c a u t i o n  of  a c o u p l e  
of  t r i a l  sp i ns  on t he  b e a c h  in C a l i f o r n i a  wi t h  T h e a  so 
I was  s o m e w h a t  p r e p a r e d .  I had t a k e n  a l o n g  an old  
and s o m e w h a t  s par s e  w i g .  Th i s  I wor e  to the  b e a c h .  
When I w e n t  in t he  w a t e r  I put  t he  c a p  on ove r  t hi s  
w i g  k n o w i n g  f u l l  w e l l  f r om p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  that  
i t  w o u l d  l e a k  and t he  w i g  w o u l d  g e t  s o p p i n g  w e t  and 
i t  d i d.  But I had f o und  t ha t  p u t t i n g  a t i g h t  b a t h i n g  
c a p  o v e r  a w i g  is one  t h i n g ,  but  t a k i n g  i t  o f f  over  a
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w e t  w i g  is s o m e t h i n g  e l s e -----the  w h o l e  b i t  c o m e s  o f f .
So a f t e r  my  s wi m I j u s t  l e f t  the  c a p  on and w a l k e d  
b a c k  to t he  h o t e l .  T h e  s wi m was  r e f r e s h i n g  but  the  
w a t e r  is a l m o s t  l u k e  wa r m and the  w a v e s  b e i n g  b r o k e n  
by the  c o r a l  r e e f  a b o u t  1 / 4  m i l e  out  we r e  very  w e a k  
and s m a l l  and a l l  in a l l  i t  was  m u c h  l i k e  g o i n g  i n t o  
a b i g  b a t h t u b .  Of  c o u r s e  i f  y o u  wa nt  to l i e  on the  
sand and g e t  brown,  t h a t s  t he  p l a c e  for i t  but  for 
s w i m m i n g  y o u ' d  do as w e l l  in a p o o l .

T u e s d a y  n i t e  I w e n t  to bed e a r l y  b e c a u s e  We d 
n e s d a y  m o r n i n g  was  "P" d a y .  I was  due  to g i v e  my  
pa p e r  at  9 : 3 0 .  I was  t h e r e  and I g a v e  i t .  The  paper  
as w r i t t e n  for p u b l i c a t i o n  was  18 p a g e s  l o n g  and I 
had to c u t  i t  to r i b b o n s  to s q u e e z e  i t  i n t o  the  20 m i n s ,  
a l o t t e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  so ma n y  p a pe r s  that  t he y  as ke d  
i t  to be  c u t  to 15 m i n s  w h i c h  was  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  but  
I t r i e d .  I had  had  p r e p a r e d  and m i m e o g r a p h e d  at  
F o u n d a t i o n  e x p e n s e  a n u m b e r  o f  c o p i e s  of  the paper  
and had m a i l e d  t h e m  to t he  h o t e l  i n t e n d i n g  to pass  
t h e m  out  b e f o r e  I s p o k e  and thus  l e t  t he  d o c t o r s  f o l l o w  
t he  c h a r t s  w h i l e  I t a l k e d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  U n c l e  Sam  
w i t h  h i s  u s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e m  to the  h o t e l  
in t i m e  so t h e y  c o u l d  not  be p a s s e d  o u t .  So I t o l d  
the  a u d i e n c e  t h i s  and s a i d  t ha t  any who  wo u l d  be  
i n t e r e s t e d  in a c o p y  s h o u l d  g i v e  me  t h e i r  n a m e s  a f t e r 
ward and I w o u l d  send one  to t h e m .  Q u i t e  a f ew did  
t h i s  and m a d e  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  r e ma r k s  so I kne w t hat  
t h e  p a p e r  i t s e l f  had g o n e  over  a l l  r i g h t .  T h a t  b e i n g  
t he  c a s e  and t he  a c c e p t a n c e  b e i n g  good  I d e c i d e d  that  
I w o u l d  c h a n c e  g o i n g  wi t h  the  group to t he  out er  
i s l a n d s .

By t h i s  t i m e  a l l  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  thru the  c o n v e n 
t i o n ' s  own t r a v e l  a g e n c y  w e r e  g o n e ,  so I w e n t  acros s  
t h e  s t r e e t  and t o l d  t h e m  w h a t  the  c o n v e n t i o n s  p r ogr am  
of  f l i g h t s ,  d a t e s ,  t i m e s  and h o t e l s  was  and in 30 m i n 
u t e s  t h e y  had me  b o o k e d  i n t o  h o t e l s  and p l a n e s  t ha t  
w e r e  a l m o s t  t he  s a m e  as t he  g r o u p .  So I f o l l o w e d  t he m  
a l l  o v e r  the  i s l a n d s  and was  part  of  the  group a l l  the  
t i m e .

W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t  was  the  f a r e w e l l  b a n q u e t  and 
l i l • o l '  V i r g i n i a  was  t h e r e  in a g r e e n  c h i f f o n  c o c k t a i l
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dress  w i t h  r h i n e s t o n e s  and s i l v e r  s l i p p e r s  j u s t  as mu c h  
a w e l l  d r e s s e d  l a d y  at  a par t y  as any of  t he  o t he r  
w o m e n .  H a v i n g  t he  p a p e r  b e h i n d  me  i t  was  now de -  
s i r e a b l e  t h a t  I l e t  p e o p l e  in on t he  truth as t he  s i t 
u a t i o n  w a r r a n t e d .  So,  at  d i n n e r  I p r o c e e d e d  to t e l l  
t he  l a d y  d o c t o r  on my r i g h t  and t he  g e n t l e m e n  on my  
l e f t  wha t  i t  was  a l l  a b o u t .  Both w e r e  m u c h  i n t e r 
e s t e d .  3 da y s  l a t e r  on Ma ui  I had an o p p o r t u n i t y  for  
a l o n g  t a l k  wi t h  the  l a d y  d o c t o r  who  was  a c h i l d  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  f rom the  M i d d l e  We s t .  She  was  m u c h  
i n t e r e s t e d  in t he  w h o l e  m a t t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m t he  
c h i l d h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o i n t  of  v i e w .  She  s a i d  she  
r e a l l y  h a d n ' t  k n o wn  m u c h  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e  but  now  
w o u l d  k e e p  a l o o k o u t  for i t  in her  c h i l d  c a s e s .

Af t e r  t he  d i n n e r  I was  t a l k i n g  w i t h  one  of  the  
g i r l s  f r om t he  t r a v e l  a g e n c y  wh o m I had had to c o n 
f ide in e a r l i e r  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  to p e r s u a d e  m e  
to s hare  a room w i t h  a n o t h e r  l a d y  d o c t o r .  I had had  
to t e l l  t h e m  why I c o u l d n ' t .  She had a d a t e  w i t h  the  
Dr.  who had b e e n  in c h a r g e  of  t he  s e c t i o n  w h e r e  I 
g a v e  my p a p e r .  When he  c a m e  up wi t h  a n o t h e r  d o c t o r  
and hi s  g i r l  f r i e n d  he  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  go  to t he  
I l i  Kai  w h i c h  is l i k e  the  Mark H o p k i n s  H o t e l  in San  
F r a n c i s c o .  Li ke  t he  To p  of  t he  Mark,  t he  c o c k t a i l  
l o u n g e  on t he  top o f  t he  I l i  Ka i  o v e r l o o k s  a l l  of  
H o n o l u l u  and i t  i s  ve r y  l o v e l y  t h e r e .  T h e  Dr.  s a i d  
" c o m e  on w i t h  us V i r g i n i a " .  I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I d i d n t  
wa n t  to be a 5th w h e e l  but  h e  s a i d  to f o r g e t  i t  and 
c o m e .  So I was  t a k e n  t h e r e ,  had s e v e r a l  dr i nks  and  
was t h e n  t a x i e d  h o m e  by t he  o t h e r  Dr.  to my h o t e l .
A v e r y  n i c e  t h i n g  for t h e m  to do .  I d i d n t  kno w at t he  
t i m e  but  f ound  out  l a t e r  t h a t  t he  s e c t i o n  c h a i r m a n  had  
known my t rue  sex at  t he  t i m e  of  t he  i n v i t a t i o n .  Lat er  
at Kona  I t a l k e d  to h i m  a g a i n  and t h a n k e d  h i m  e s p e c 
i a l l y  for h i s  t h o u g h t f u l n e s s .

So,  as a r e s u l t  of  my d e c i s i o n  to dare  t he  res t  
of  the  tr i p wi t h  the  group I was  up b r i g h t  and e a r l y  
the  n e x t  m o r n i n g  to c a t c h  a p l a n e  to  K a u a i .  I s t a y e d  
at  the  Kaui  Surf  w h e r e  the  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  and  
m o s t  of  the  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d .  I w e n t  on 
two of  t he  s i g h t s e e i n g  t r i ps  w i t h  t he  g r o u p .  On t he  
f i r s t  one  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g  I rode  in a 12 p a s s e n g e r
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l i m o u s i n e  w i t h  s o m e  o f  the  group a m o n g  w h o m was  a 
d o c t o r  and h i s  w i f e  f rom No .  C a l i f ,  and t h e i r  4 
d a u g h t e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  a g e s .  I g o t  to k i d d i n g  around  
and h a v i n g  fun wi t h  t he  ki ds  as w e l l  as t a l k i n g  wi t h  
t h e  p a r e n t s .  We had a g ood  t i m e .  So,  in the  a f t e r 
no o n  I was  s t a n d i n g  around w a i t i n g  for the  l i m o u s i n e s  
to be  l o a d e d  w h e n  t he  s a m e  Dr.  c a m e  up and sa i d ,  
"Woul d y o u  l i k e  to r i de  wi t h  us a g a i n  V i r g i n i a ,  we  
e n j o y e d  your  c o m p a n y  t h i s  m o r n i n g . "  I was  p l e a s e d  
w i t h  t h i s  and s a i d  t h a t  I w o u l d .  As t h e r e  we r e  a f ew  
m i n u t e s  mo r e  to w a i t  he  as ke d  me  t he  $ 6 4  q u e s t i o n  
of  w h e r e  I p r a c t i c e d ,  e t c .  So I t o o k  h i m and hi s  w i f e  
o f f  a b i t  out  of  e a r s h o t  of  t he  ki ds  and t o l d  t h e m  the  
f a c t s .  T h e y  w e r e  q u i t e  a m a z e d  and i n t e r e s t e d  and 
s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d n ’ t h a v e  k no wn i f  I h a d n ' t  t o l d  t h e m .  
T w o  days  l a t e r  on Maui  t hi s  s a m e  Dr.  i n v i t e d  me  to  
h a v e  c o c k t a i l s  wi t h  h i m  and g o t  so i n t e r e s t e d  in the  
m a t t e r  t ha t  he  i n v i t e d  me  to h a v e  d i n n e r  wi t h  the  
f a m i l y .  We g o t  to  be v e r y  f r i e n d l y .

Af t e r  Ka u i  we f l e w  to M a u i .  Here  I s t a y e d  at  
the  K a a n a p o l i  H o t e l  a b o u t  1 / 4  m i l e  down the  b e a c h  
f rom T h e  S h e r a t o n  Ma u i  w h e r e  m o s t  of  the  group  
s t a y e d .  I 'd w a l k  o v e r  t h e r e  to s e e  and be s e e n .  The  
s e c o n d  a f t e r n o o n  I r e n t e d  a f a c e  p l a t e  and s n o r k e l  and 
s wam out  to the  p o i n t  to w a t c h  the  c o r a l  f i s h .  Thi s  
was a f a s c i n a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  Here  I was  w a t c h i n g  
t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l l y  c o l o r e d  f i sh  and I was  m y s e l f  w e a r 
i n g  a b e a u t i f u l  2 p i e c e  s h o c k i n g  p i nk  b a t h i n g  s u i t .
I l i k e d  to  t h i n k  ( t h o u g h  I kne w b e t t e r )  t ha t  I t oo  was  
b e a u t i f u l  l i k e  t he  f i sh and the  c o r a l .  A g i r l  of  abo ut  
17 s wan out  w i t h  her  f a t h e r  and t h e y  b r o u g h t  a l o n g  a 
p i e c e  of  2 i n c h  p i p e .  Af t e r  w h i l e  the  f a t h e r  got  t i r e d  
and s wam b a c k  l e a v i n g  us t wo  g i r l s  c o r a l  h u n t i n g .  We 
m a n a g e d  to b r e a k  o f f  a l o t  of  p i e c e s ,  2 of  w h i c h  now 
r e s i d e  on my ma n  t e l . . Vi r g i n i  a ’ s f i r s t  t r o p h i e s  of  the  
h u n t .  E v e r y t i m e  s h e ' d  b r e a k  o f f  a p i e c e  I 'd put  i t  
i n s i d e  t he  trunks  of  my s u i t  s i n c e  I n e e d e d  hands  f ree  
for h o l d i n g  on,  c l e a r i n g  the  f a c e  p l a t e  e t c .  As a 
r e s u l t  wh e n  we  f i n a l l y  s wa m b a c k  to  t he  b e a c h  and I 
e m e r g e d  f rom the w a t e r  I l o o k e d  l i k e  I was  p r e g n a n t  
wi t h  a p o r c u p i n e - - l u m p s  and p o i n t s  s t i c k i n g  out  a l l  
o v e r  my t u m m y .  My p s y c h i a t r i s t  f r i e n d  wh o m I had  
l e f t  s u n n i n g  h i m s e l f  on t he  b e a c h  t h o u g h t  that  s o m e -
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t h i n g  had s l i p p e d  and that  my " e q u i pme nt "  was badl y  
d i s a r r a n g e d . .  I t o l d h i m i t  was onl y  a mat t e r  of  
p r e g n a n c y  and p r o c e e d e d  to g i v e  "birth" by r e mo v i n g  
the c o r a l  p i e c e  by p i e c e  whi c h  g a v e  e v e r y o n e  a good  
l a u g h .  S o me  of  t hose  who di dnt  y e t  know about  me  
were  wo n d e r i n g  how thi s  m i d d l e  aged lady doct or  had 
the s t a mi n a  and f o r t i t u d e  to swim way out to the po i nt  
and br ing back a l l  the c o r a l .  Wel l ,  I j us t  l i v e  r ight  
thats  a l l .

Ne x t  day we f l e w to the i s l and  of Ha wa i i  at 
Hi l o  and t ook a tour of  the orchi d f a r ms  and other  
p l a c e s  of  i n t e r e s t .  At one of  t hes e  p l a c e s  t hey  g i v e  
away an orchi d to e v e r y  l ady  that  c o m e s  in so I got  
one t o o .  You were  to wear i t  over your l e f t  ear i f  
you are marr i ed  and over  the r ight  i f  you are s i n g l e  
and s t i l l  l o o k i n g .  I had the g i r l  put  mi n e  in the  
m i d d l e  s i g n i f y i n g  that  I was " u nde c i de d  and c o n f u s e d . "  
Thi s  was good for a l augh  by t hose  in the know.
We had l unch  at V o l c a n o  house  on the e d g e  of Ki l o w e a  
c r a t e r .  At l unch I l e t  anot her  doc t or  and hi s  wi f e ,  
and the w i f e  that  I had sat ne x t  to at the Luau and 
on the r i yer  e x c u r s i o n  on Kaua i ,  in on the s e c r e t .
The  l a t t e r ’s husband and I had had a good tal k the  
day b e f o r e  on Maui .  I had l e n t  the wi f e  my t r a v e l i n g  
i ron,  so we "women" were  pret t y  good f r i e nds .  N e e d 
l e s s  to say thi s  was a s urpr i s i ng  l u n c h e o n .

It was d r i z z l i n g  up on the  mo u n t a i n  and in w a l k 
i ng  about  to the var i ous  po i nt s  of  i n t e r e s t  my hair got  
damp in s pi t e  of  a wind ne t .  As a resul t  a good bi t  
of  the cur l  c a m e  out .  So when we f i n a l l y  arr ived at 
Kona I was in rather  sad s hape .  I put i t  up in cur l ers  
that  n i ght  and put the b l o c k  near the wi ndow ho p i ng  
i t  woul d dry but i t  was so humi d that  the next  morni ng  
the hair  was s t i l l  damp and l a nk .  I was kind of pani c y  
but ma n a g e d  to f ind a b e a u t y  shop near the h o t e l  and 
took i t  over  to t hem w h i l e  I wore my 2nd best  "hair  
h a t " .  We took a g l ass  b o t t om boat  trip that  a f t e r noon  
and I ac q u i r e d  a l a r g e  Ha w a i i a n  sea urchi n whi ch now 
gr ac e s  my m a n t l e p i e c e  b e t w e e n  the 2 p i e c e s  of  c ora l  
and the p i e c e  of  Ha w a i i a n  l a v a  from Moan a Loa.  Kona  
and the s urroundi ng c o a s t  in b e a u t i f u l  and the v i l l a g e  
is a s we e t  l i t t l e  t own.  It is a far cry from Wai ki ki
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which I h ave  r e n a m e d ,  " M ia m i  of the  P a c i f i c " .  I t ' s  
a p l a c e  to see once  to say y o u ' v e  bee n  th e r e ,  bu t  i t  
is far  too " to u r i s t y "  and not  r e a l l y  very H a w a i i a n .
Haua i  or Kona is the p l a c e  to go to r e a l l y  re s t  and 
en joy  the  i s l a n d s .

F in a l ly  I got  bac k  to H on o lu lu  where  I was m e t  by 
C athy ,  one of our H a w a i i a n  s i s t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  she had to 
send her  b r o t h e r  to do the h o n o rs .  But he ,  b e i n g  an 
u n d e r s t a n d in g  b r o t h e r  b r o u g h t  me a b e a u t i f u l  c a r n a t i o n  
l o i .  I was t h r i l l e d .  He had me to h is  house  for d in n e r  
and the n ex t  day drove  me around the  far  s ide of the  
i s land of Oahu.  In the  e v e n i n g  we v i s i t e d  the  famous 
(?)  Ya ppy 's  bar  to which  the gay quee ns  go in t h e i r  
d ra g.  This  is O .K .  wi th  the  p o l i c e  as lo n g  as they  
wear a sm a l l  s ign on t h e i r  dresses  say ing ,  "I am a 
Boy".  I c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  a r e a l  TV b e i n g  c a u g h t  dead 
wi th such a sign on his f e m m e s e l f .

I c a l l e d ,  made  an a p p o i n t m e n t  and went  down for 
an hours  c h a t  wi th the  L i e u t e n a n t  in c h a r g e  of the  
Hon olulu  P o l i c e  Vice  D e ta i l *  I gave him a thumb n a i l  
sketch  of TVism,  answered i n t e r e s t e d  q u e s t i o n s  and 
gave him a h a l f  do zen  of the  l e c t u r e  l e a f l e t s  which 
he said he would pass a r o u n d .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  spoke 
of g iv i ng  one to the t r a i n i n g  i n s t r u c t o r .  So I hope 
a l l  H ono lu lu  P o l i c e  from now on t r e a t  TVs wi th some 
u n d e r s t a n d in g .  They  seem to be p r e t t y  r e a s o n a b l e .
The bas is  for the "Boy" signs on the q ueens  is t h a t  the 
law p r o h ib i t s  cross d re ss ing  wi th i n t e n t  to d e c e i v e ,  i t  
be i ng  u nder s to od  t h a t  the  d e c e p t i o n  is for some i l l i c i t  
purpose .  If you are  j u s t  w a lk i n g  down the s t r e e t  and 
mind in g  your own bu siness  they d o n ' t  seem to ca re  
whe the r  you are in a Muu Muu or a t u x e d o .

So a l l  in a l l  I t h in k  my t r i p  was very w o r th w h i l e  
not  only for me p e r s o n a l l y  but  for the  cause  in g e n e r a l .  
I am sure t h a t  t h e re  are a nu m b er  of p s y c h i a t r i s t s  
who are  much b e t t e r  aware  of what  TVism is and t h a t  
one can be a lad y even  tho one may be a m a l e ,  th an  
they eve r  were b e f o r e .  I t h in k  h a v i n g  a ' real ;  l i v e ,  
wa lk ing,  t a l k i n g  TV in the group t h a t  th ey  k ep t  s e e 
ing  day a f te r  day n a t u r a l l y  b ro u g h t  ab o u t  an u n i n t e n 
t i o n a l  s t a t e  of a c c e p t a n c e  on t h e i r  p a r t  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  
t h e r e  was no o s t e n t a t i o u s  e x h i b i t i o n s i m ,  " c a m p i n g " ,
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or o ther  off b e a t  b e h a v i o u r .  I was j u s t  as much  a 
woman and a lady as any of the  o th e r  l ady  M . D . ' s  
or wives  and as such I j u s t  kind of f e l l  i n to  t h e i r  
c a t a g o r y  and nobody a c te d  any d i f f e r e n t l y  toward me 
than  toward the o t her  w om en .  The p ap e r  i t s e l f  w i l l  
hav e  a much l a r g e r  a u d i e n c e  when i t  gets  p u b l i s h e d  
in t h e i r  j o u r n a l  bu t  i t  roused c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  
am on g those who h e a r d  i t .  So I t h in k  the  F o u n d a t i o n  
which pa id  the  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for the  t r ip  had i ts  
i n t e r e s t s  w e l l  se rved s ince  one of i ts  c o r p o r a t e  purposes  
is c o l l e c t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  th ro ugh  r e s e a r c h  and i t s  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  to both  lay  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u b l i c .

As for me,  I f i n a l l y  had to co m e  hom e ,  and b e 
l i e v e  me,  a f t e r  17 days th is  was a r e a l  C i n d e r a l l a  
b r e a k .  I was so used to V i r g i n i a  t h a t  i t  was hard  to 
get  around to C h a r l e s  a g a in  a t  f i r s t .  Th ough  2 hours  
a f t e r  C har l e s  a r r i v e d  on the  s cen e  i t  was a l l  C h a r l e s  
but  m e m o r i e s .  Memories  of the t r i p  t h a t  c o u l d n ’t 
h a p p e n  but  d id .  S o m e t im e s  I k ind  of wonder  how I 
got t h a t  co r a l ,  l av a  and sea u r c h in  on the m a n t l e  
p i e c e .  I need them  to keep  on p ro v in g  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  
r e a l l y  a d re am  a f t e r  a l l .  I did i t ,  and I ' m  g l a d .

V i r g i n i a  .

A TIRED LADY TOURIST
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I .  VIRGINIA MAKES PLAYBOY MAGAZINE: Yea b e l i e v e  i t
ornot ray t r i p  back to  the I n s t ,  o f  Sex Researoh l a s t  
Dee. had an unexpected  r e s u l t .  An a r t i c l e  appeared
in  the September 1965 i s s u e  d e a l in g  w ith  the I n s t i t u t e .  
In r e f e r r i n g  to  i n t e r e s t i n g  e v e n ts  and people V ir g in ia  
g o t  mentioned in a coup le  o f  paragraphs a t  the bottom  
o f  page 196 i f  any o f  you want to  look  i t  up. I t  was 
a fa v o r a b le  commentary and provided some more educa
t io n  fo r  the  cause s in c e  i t  emphasized th a t  TVism 
was n ot n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c ia t e d  with  h om osexu a lity .
I t *8 on ly  anachronism was to  say th a t  V ir g in ia  was 
h a p p i ly  m arried . Well I was fo r  about 10 y ears  so 
I g u e s s  th 0 88 y e a r s  outnumber the bad ones s in c e .

I I .  THE HAWAIIAN TALK: Although th ere  was a p o s s ib 
i l i t y  th a t  the p r e s s  would have caught my ta lk  in  
Hawaii i t  turned out th a t  nobody from the news s e r 
v i c e s  was around. However one o f  our number in Hono
l u l u  turned the s to r y  over to  one o f  the l o c a l  r e p o r t
e r s  a f t e r  I had gone and i t  g o t  a l i t t l e  p lay  l o c a l l y .  
W ell ,  I g u ess  every  l i t t l e  b i t  h e lp s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
the paper which I read which c o n ta in s  the r e s u l t s  o f  
the q u e s t io n a ir e  c i r c u l a t e d  a year or so ago i s  a v a i l 
a b le  in  mimeographed form a t  $2. each . I havent had 
too  many p r in ted  up so i f  you are i n t e r e s t e d  p le a se  
ask fo r  one prom ptly . Order d i r e c t l y  from C h eva lier  
Pubs. Box 36091 Los A n geles  36 ,  C a l i f .  This should  
prov ide  some very  good s t a t i s t i c a l  arguments in your 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w ith  w iv e s ,  p a ren ts  or o th e r s  whom you are  
t r y in g  to  ed u ca te .  For th a t  m atter  i t  i s  ed u ca t io n a l  
to  the TV h im s i f  so i f  you p a r t i c ip a t e d  in the q u a st -  
i o n a ir e  or n o t  you w i l l  want to  see  the r e s u l t s .  I t
i 8 18 pages lo n g  r e g u la r  ty p in g  paper s i z e  s i n g l e  space.

I I I .  LECTURE LEAFLET REMINDER: While t a lk in g  of pub
l i c i t y  and ed u cation  e t c .  Let me remind you again
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about the l e a f l e t s  on TVism th a t  I prepared fo r  d i s t 
r ib u t io n  a t  my l e c t u r e s .  These can be very e d u c a t io n 
a l  to  a l l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A number o f  rea d ers  have f o l 
lowed my su g g e s t io n  and have ordered some of  th e se  and 
sen t  them out to  v a r io u s  r e s p o n s ib le  people in t h e i r  
o i t i e 8 and o o u n t ie s .  Seems to  me th a t  more o f  you 
ought to take a l i t t l e  hand in t h i s .  There are not  
many th in g s  th a t  most o f  you can do fo r  the cause what 
w ith  s e c u r i t y  e t c .  y e t  a l l  o f  you are bugged by the  
ignorance and condemnation th a t  we f a c e .  Why dont you 
do your part then and order a few o f  th e se  and send 
them around to  d o c to r s ,  ju d g es ,  p o l i c e  c h i e f s ,  marriage  
c o u n c i l lo r s  e t c .  The c o s t  i s  sm all p u ro o se ly  to  induce  
you to  g e t  some and lend  a sh ould er  to  the w heel.  At 
100 each you can c e r t a i n l y  a f fo r d  a couple o f  d o l l a r s  
worth fo r  the ca u se .  So g e t  w ith  i t  and order them.

IV. TALES FROM A PINK MIRROR: Dont f o r g e t  th a t  I
have another s to r y  fo r  you, a r e p r in t  o f  one o f  the  
G ilb e r t  s t o r i e s  c a l l e d  T a le s  from a Pink M irror. I'm 
sure you w i l l  f in d  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Every o ther  page 
i s  a p ic tu r e  and i t  i s  96 pages lo n g .  $4 a copy. I 
got a l im i t e d  number o f  th ese  from another p u b l ish e r  
knowing th a t  th ey  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  our rea d ers  
so i f  you are in t e r e s t e d  g e t  w ith  i t  w h ile  they  l a s t .

V. CORRECTIONS: Two c o r r e c t io n s  from TVia #34.
1 .  The word NOW s l ip p ed  in in p la ce  o f  NOT in the  
announcement about baok numbers o f  TVia. A c tu a l ly  
Nos. 1 , 2 , 3 , 4  and 12 are  out o f  p r in t  and some o th e r s  
are low , but most back i s s u e  are a v a i l a b l e .  For new 
s u b sc r ib e r s  to  C h e v a l i e r ' s  products  may I s t r o n g ly  
su g g est  th a t  you l e t  the current i s s u e s  r id e  aw hile  
i f  you must and pick ut) th e s e  back i s s u e s .  A g r e a t  
deal o f  very  u s e fu l  m a te r ia l  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g
m a ter ia l  appeared in th e se  e a r ly  i s s u e s ..........m a ter ia l
th a t  was s p e c i a l l y  designed  to  h e lp  TVs to f in d  and 
understand th em se lv e s .  I t  oant be reused  in cu rren t  
i s s u e s  n a t u r a l ly ,  so go back and pick  up the i s s u e s  
you need to f i l l  out your l i b r a r y ,  They are cheaper  
w ith  the back is su e  deal o f  6 fo r  the pr ice  o f  5 and
I th ink  you w i l l  find  a l o t  o f  h e lp f u l  m a te r ia l  th e r e .
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2, The addreas fo r  FRAN 4 9 -C - l  FPE our E xeeu tive  Sec
r e ta r y  fo r  Phi Pi E p s i lo n  was g iv en  a s  Box 1391 Mad
i s o n ,  Wises Fran has asked me to  make a c o r r e c t io n  
here and ask th a t  a l l  m ail be addressed  to  Box 323 
Madison, W ise. T h is  i s  the  FPE box number and i s  
more eo n v en ien t  fo r  h e r .  So p le a s e  remember to  make 
the ehange. Fran Connors or Phi Pi E p s i lo n  Box 323

VI. FINDING FRIENDS IN YOUR CITY: L ots  o f  you l i v e
in  a r e a s  where th ere  are  n o t  many o th er  known TVs and 
you would l i k e  to  know someone near by. F inding TVs 
i s  n o t  ea sy  a s  you a l l  know. You could  be h e lp in g  
y o u r s e l f ,  the  c a u s e ,  the  "unfound" TVs and C heva lier  
i f  you would take a copy down to  any b ookstore in your 
area  th a t  s e l l s  o f f  beat magazines and tr y  to i n t e r e s t  
them in  c a r ry in g  i t .  I f  th ey  did o th er  l o c a l  TVs would 
f in d  i t ,  would su b sc r ib e  because i t  i s  cheaper d ir e c t  
from C h ev a l ier  and would thus e v e n t u a l ly  jo in  CONTACT 
or FPE and become a v a i l a b l e  fo r  communication by mail 
or p erso n a l  v i s i t .  Lend a hand here too  wont you?
The w h o le sa le  p r ic e  in l e s s  than l o t s  o f  50 i s  12 .5 0

V II.  CURRENT STATUS AT CHEVALIER: Things are s t i l l
co m p lica ted  fo r  me a lth ou gh  th ere  w i l l  have been a 
h ea r in g  between the time I w r ite  t h i s  and when you 
read i t .  I t  i s  hoped th a t  the f r e e z e  on the income o f  
C h ev a lier  w i l l  be l i f t e d .  I f  i t  i s  the p r in te r  can
be paid and we can c o n t in u e .  I f  i t  i s  not t h i s  w i l l  
be th e  l a s t  i s s u e  u n t i l  i t  i s .  We owe the p r in te r  
n e a r ly  $3000 a t  t h i s  p o in t  and he cannot carry  the  
o p era t io n  any fu r th e r  w ith o u t  some rem uneration . So 
hold  your breath  or pray or whatever w i l l  h e lp .

V I I I .  ADJUSTMENT OFFERED: As one o f  the b y-products
o f  my d iv o r ce  b a t t l e  some o f  the reco rd s  which I have 
kept to  en ab le  me to  c r o s s  cheek a g a in s t  e r r o r s  w ith 
in C h ev a l ier  i t s e l f  have been s t o l e n .  As a r e s u l t  I 
am unable to  check back a g a in s t  th ese  record s  and oan- 
not t h e r e fo r e  t e l l  whether or not we r e c e iv e d  money 
and sh ipped and the P .0 ,  d id n t d e l iv e r  or whether some 
error  occurred here w ith  u s .  As a r e s u l t  and because
I dont want anyone to th ink  th a t  I am e i t h e r  d ish o n es t
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or w i l f u l l y  n e g l ig e n t  I w i l l  sh ip  w ith o u t  fu r th e r  q u e s t 
ion  any merehandib o  th a t  you say you have ordered and 
paid fo r  during the l a s t  6 months and have n o t  g o t t e n .  
You may have w r it t e n  about t h i s  in the p a st  and not  
g o t te n  an answ er. T his  has been due to  the la ek  of  
t im e ,  to  the laok  o f  reco rd s  to  cheok w ith  or because  
we thought the l e t t e r  and the shipment cr o sse d  in  the 
n a i l  which occurs f r e q u e n t ly .  Be th a t  as  i t  may, how
e v e r ,  i f  you w i l l  w r i t e  again  and t e l l  me what you 
th ink you have coming to  you I w i l l  send i t .  S ince I 
have been f i n a n c i a l l y  unable to co n tin u e  to  pay Thaa 
as a s e c r e ta r y  she has had to  obta in  o th er  employment 
and thus I am back doing e v e r y th in g  m y s e l f .  But t h i s  
way a t  l e a s t  I w i l l  know what has been done beoause I 
w i l l  have done i t  p e r s o n a l ly .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  w i l l  
be a w onderful o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  anyone w ith  la rce n y  in 
h is  sou l  to  take advantage o f  me and ask fo r  th in g s  
th a t  he never paid  f o r .  I hope, however, th a t  you w i l l  
re eo g n iz e  th a t  I have about a l l  the f i n a n c i a l  burdens 
th a t  I ean stand a lrea d y  and need your h e lp  not your  
hin d ran ee .  I'm t r y in g  to be f a i r  w ith  you so p le a s e  
be f a i r  w ith  me. Under the c irc u m sta n ces  o f  g e t t i n g  
ev e ry th in g  re o rg a n ized  I an sim ply unable to  answer 
l e t t e r s  p e r s o n a l ly  which I hope you w i l l  understand .
I s t i l l  lo v e  you a l l  and wish I could w r it e  to  each 
o f  you, but my s tr e n g th  i s  l im i t e d  as i s  my t im e . Re
member as  a b a to h e lo r  g i r l  I now have cooking and 
housekeeping  to  make demands on my time to o .

IX. CJUffSS OF PACg? There have been comments made 
th a t  TRAWSVfiSTIA i s  too  much a l l  the same from one 
i s s u e  to  a n o th er .  I t r y  to  vary the fa r e  between f i c 
t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  tru e  e x p e r ie n c e s  e t c .  s in c e  
th ere  are rea d e rs  th a t  p r e f e r  each o f  th ese  e a ta g o r -  
i e s .  Tet the s u b j s e t  o f  TYlsre i s  no t  e n d le s s  and per
haps lo n g  time rea d ers  do g e t  the idea  th a t  th ere  i s  
not enough v a r i e t y .  So I ask and would l i k e  a r e s 
ponse . . .do you want to  see  a r t i c l e s  on any o th er  sub
j e c t s  in t h i s  magazine and i f  so what? I tr y  to  e d i t  
t h i s  p u b l ic a t io n  in the i n t e r e s t s  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f 
er en t  t a s t e s  so I f  i t  d o e s n ' t  s u i t  yours p le a s e  make 
some c o n s tr u c t iv e  s u g g e s t io n s .  The magazine i s  fo r  
the read ers  so the rea d ers  should be fo r  the m agazine.



NOTICE:  Use of the  "Pe rso n to Per son"  c o lu m n  is lim
i t e d  to m e m b e r s  of FPE and to those  w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  form which w i l l  be sent  on r e 
g u e s t .  Address  a l l  answers  to adds a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  to; 
" C O N T A C T ” 4924 W. P ic o  Blvd.  Los Ange le s  19, C a l i f .

4 9 -D - l  FPE M in is te r  TV. Would l i k e  to  eorrespond  
w ith  o th er  m i n i s t e r s  who are TVs. DOROTHY

3 9 - J - l  FPE Married TV, 30 , lo v e  to c o r r e s . , e v e n t
u a l l y  meet o th er  TVs in  C on n ecticu t  a rea .  In 
t e r e s t i n g  & prompt answers to a l l .  JANET

20-C -2  TV age 28 w ish es  to  c o n ta c t  o ther  TVs in F lor
id a ,  s p e s l y  "Sharon*1 Ana fe e  r e fn d .  SUZETTE

38-C -5  FPE New FPE member w ish es  meet o th er s  in  the  
Philadelphia-C am den area— D e sp e r a te - -  CONNIE

*** R E M I N D E R  *♦*

Don*t f o r g e t  th a t  C h ev a l ier  p u b l i s h e s  books to o .

"FATED FOR FEMININITY" 90 pages i l l u s t r a t e d  $5 
"I AM A MALE ACTRESS" 100 pages i l l u s t r a t e d  S5 
"SCARCITY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES" 77 pages S3 
"CARNIVAL" 96 pages i l l u s t r a t e d  $5 
• REVERSE SEX" Autobiography o f  C o c o in e l le  S4 
"DOUBLE SWITCH" 46 pages i l l u s t r a t e d  S3 
"THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS WIFE" S3 
"TALES FROM A PINK MIRROR" 96 pages 45 p ic t u r e s  S4

I f  your l i b r a r y  la c k s  any o f  the above b e t t e r  g e t
them w h ile  th ey  are a v a i l a b l e .......... some are in short
s u p p ly . . . . .  they  wont be r e p r in te d .
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" T RANS VESTIA " . . . A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by,  for ,  and 
a b o u t  men with a " F e e l i n g  for the  F e m i n i n e ” . P u b l i s h 
ed 1 st of even n u m b ere d  months  a t  $4 per  co p y .  
"FEMMEMIRROR" . . . A 16 p age  n e w s l e t t e r  and goss ip  
s h ee t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i shed  15th  of e a c h  mon th  
at  $1 per co p y .  Y e a r ly  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  12 for $10.
" CLIPSHEET " . . . News of t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n a t i o n  
around the w o r ld .  C l i p p i n g s  sent  in by r e a d e r s  for 
s c rapbook  use .  P u b l i shed  4 t im e s  a y e a r  a t  $ 1 . 5  0. per  copy 
Year ly  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $5.
"TV-TALES OF FEMME F I C T I O N " . . .  16 p age  shor t  s t o r i e s  
wi th T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  a t  
$ 1 . 5 0 .  Year ly  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $5.

SEPARATE BOOKS

"THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS W I F E " . . .  A D i scu ss io n  
from Both Poin ts  of V i e w " . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 pages  of l e t t e r s  
from u n d e r s t a n d in g  w ives .  W r i t t en  s im p ly ,  f a i r l y  and
d i r e c t l y  to h e lp  wives  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d ............. $3.
"FATED FOR F E M I N I N I T Y " . . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s tory  of a h igh  
schoo l  boy who wants to be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and ends up as 
schoo l  Beauty  Queen and » ev e n tu a l ly  as the  b r id e  of a
b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .  90 pages ,  i l l u s t r a t e d ............................... $5.
"I AM A MALE A C T R E S S " . . .  Repor t e r  i m p e r s o n a t e s  a s t ar ,  
makes  a h i t ,  ge ts  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s ,  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s t ar ,  they  l i v e  as s i s t e r s .  100 p ages ,  i l l u s .  $5.  
"THE SCARCITY OF NURSES AND OTHER S T O R I E S " . . .  A 
c o l l e c t i o n  of 5 shor t  s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  77
pages ,  i l l u s t r a t e d .............................................................................. $5.
"REVERSE S E X " . . .  C o m p l e t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  
of the famous  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  COCCINELLE. 120 
pages of s tory ,  64 pages  of p i c t u r e s  dre ssed and undre s se d  
to show he r  r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  Book i m p o r t e d  f rom 
E n g l a n d .................................................................................................. $ 3 .

"CIRCLE OF S E X " . . .  In i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s cu s s io n  and a r r 
an g e m e n t  of the va r io us  m a l e  and f e m a l e  s e x u a l  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  types  around the  f ace  of an i m a g i n a r y  
c lock showing the  s u b t l e  s p e c t r u m  of s e x u a l i t y  and g e n 
der from the d o m i n a n t  m a le  thru  the  many v a r i a t i o n s  
to the u l t r a - f e m m e  f e m a l e  and back  a g a i n .......... $ 2 . 7 5 .
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SPECIAL REDUCED RATES

Back i s s u e s  o f  TRANS VE S T I A f r o m #3 t o  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  
are  a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 for  $ 2 0 . S e l e c t  
a ny  i s s u e s  n e e d e d  to f i l l  out  y o u r  l i b r a r y .

Back  i s s u e s  o f  Mi rror  and C l i p s h e e t  ( as  a v a i l a b l e )  
are  o f f e r e d  at  6 for  $3 and m a y  be m i x e d  as d e s i r e d .

MERCHANDISE

SPECIAL B R A . .  «Has  i n f l a t a b l e  p o l y v i n y l  i n s e r t s .  Largest  
s i z e  a v a i l a b l e  i s  3 6 B i n  Bra,  but  i n s e r t s  are r e m o v a b l e  
and c a n  be  p l a c e d  in any o t h e r  bra o f  your  c h o i c e . . .  $5

JELLY KIT . .  . S p e c i a l  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  for m a k i n g  the  
j e l l y  used i n  t he  i n s e r t s .......................................................................$5

Use  of  t h i s  bra and j e l l y  ki t  m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  a V'ery 
r e a l i s t i c  bus t  t h a t  has  t he  pr o p e r  s i z e ,  w e i g h t ,  s o f t ne s s  
and m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  b u s t .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  d e s c r i b e  
how to  i n s e r t  t he  j e l l y ,  to m a k e  p o s s i b l e  t he  b o u n c e ,  
and to  s i m u l a t e  c l e a v a g e .  A r e a l  mus t  for r e a l i s m .

ORDER BLANK
It w i l l  .help i n  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  and a v o i d i n g  errors  i f  you 
w i l l  t e a r  out  and use  t h i s  b l a n k  for your  or de r .
To  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s

Box 36091  Los A n g e l e s  3 6 , C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e  ______________C o d e  N o . ________

A d d r e s s C i t v S t a t e _______
I e n c l o s e  $ P l e a s e  send me  t he  f o l l o w i n g  in
a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .



Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is composed p r im ar i l y  of m a t e r i a l  subm i t 
ted by its reader s .  F ic t ion,  a r t i c l e s ,  case histories» 
poems, p i c t u r e s - - a l l  are we lc ome .  The g rea te r  the 
var ie ty  of m a te r i a l  the more i n t e r e s t i n g  the mag az ine  
wi l l  be.  Mate r ia l  is so l i c t ed  for p u b l i c a t i o n  on the 
fol lowing basis;
1. All pr in ted  m a t e r i a l  of one page or more wi l l  be paid 
for at the ra te of $1 per page wiith the ex c ep t io n  of 
p ic tu re s .  The Edi tor must t e s w r v é  the r ight  to cut  or 
edi t  submit ted m a t e r i a l  for s u i t a b i l i t y  and paymen t  wi ll  
therefore  be made on the basis of the f ina l  p r in ted  page .  
No payment  wi ll  be made for m a t e r i a l  less than 2 /3
of a page which wi l l  count  as one page .  Paym ent  wi l l  be 
made af ter  m a t e r i a l  appears in p r i n t .  Manuscrip ts  wil l  
not be bought  in advance .
2. Submit ted m a t e r i a l  wi l l  not be re turned unless 
reques ted  and stamped enve lope provided .
3. Off -co lo r  m a t e r i a l  wil l  not be p r in ted  and should 
therefore  not be subm i t t ed .  The Edi tor reserves the 
bright to be sole judge of s u i t a b i l i t y  and to ed i t  a l t e r ,  
d e le te  or refuse m a t e r i a l  when i t  is deemed to be in 
the bes t i n te re s t  of the m ag az in e .

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To pr o tec t  the m agaz ine  and i ts subscr ibers  from 
the care le ss ,  thought less  or foolish acts of a few it  
is necessary  to l i m i t  the co rrespondence  serv ice  to 
those who have been on the subscr ip t ion l i s t  for a t ime 
and who have been sc reened .  If you wish to use this 
service  ask for the personal  i n fo rm a t ion  form.  Return 
i t  with the $5 re g i s t r a t io n  f e e .  If a ccep ted  this $5 
becomes advance payment  for ads ($2) or answers ($1) 
at regular  ra te s .  Member of Phi Pi Epsilon need no 
fur ther  app l i ca t i o n  and may use the serv ice  by paying 
the regula r  ra te s .

Ads for GOODS AND SERVICES also ac cep ted ,  ask for 
rates
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