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Editorial Notes: 

This issue marks the birth of the Newslette r of th e Rights of 
Le sbians Sub-Committe e of the B.c. Fe de ration of VJomen. 

We have named it WAVES 
Because WAVES travel -- the y imply movement. wave s can b e 
sound waves, bra in waves, ripples on a surface of a pond, wave s 
rolling on the ocean, wave s in the bree z e of a flag, the wave s 
of a bullfighter's c a pe. It is th e move me nt which is the esse nce 
of the wave . The me dium in which it travels is not altere d, 
e xce pt for occasional dis pGrsal at the edge s. The medium move s, 
and the move ment is the powe r. 

we , the colle ctive th a t produce WAV£ s, are a l s o me mb e rs of FLAG , 
a memb e r group of th e BCFW. FLAG is the Feminist Le sbian Action 
Group in Victoria. 

It is th e pur pose of this n ew s el: t-e r to b e a furum for l e sbian 
issue s in B.C., and t o inform th e me mbe r grou ps of the BCFW 
about e v e nts in other areas a s we ll a s our province which affec t 
l e sbians. 

We will print any article .which is r e l ev ant to l e sbi ans, and if 
submissions tre at anoth e r fac e t of feminism, then we want the 
l e sbian pe rs pective . The re a r e fine wome n's publications already 
cove ring the se othe r conc e rns. We we lcome articl e s, r e viGws, 
a nd poe try from l e sbian r eade rs. We will not b e e diting articles 
wh ich we s e l e ct to prin t . 

In siste rhood, the coll ective: 

f1:\m,eV'Uq) Tish, Sharon, Lis a , a n d Ka t e . 

Pl ea s e s e nd comme nts 
' l e tte rs, a rticl e s, 

e tc . to WAVES, 
c/o F. I . A.G., 
Box 237, .. 
Station E .. , 
Victoria, B.C. 

We hope to produce 
six issue s annually. 
Volume II du e in 

October/78 
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THE SOME OFFENSIVE & ---
COUNTER ATTACK 

An organizaticn called SOME 
(Save Our Moral Ethics}, based in 
Seattle, is actively working to «~~ 
repeal two existing Seattle City 
ordinances granting equal rights to 
homosexuals in housing and employ­
ment. This group is strong, well· 
organized, ar.d has launched a series 
of petitionf to voters in Seattle. 

One petition includes these 
comments: Th.:.t the two City ordi~ - · 
nance give "spbcial privileges" 
to practicing hcmosexuals; that the 
ordinances are tn-Constitutional, ~ 
and that they irfringe on employers 
RIGHT OF PRIVACi. It also lists ten 
reasons for repealing the ordi­
nances, which are ten isolated 
examples of que~;tionable statistics, 
'l,bigo_~ea-!• quote~, and inflammatory 
prejudiceso 

One reason is that "Homosexuals 
account for half the murders and~­
suicides in large cities." This is 
not supported by other studies. 
Also contradicting each are are -~-~ 
Reason -7: "Homosexuals are c~.as~:.. :: 
sified as suicidal unemployables and 
therefore qualify for welfare 
and are thus living off the American 
people o" and Reason 8: "For those 
who think of tbe homosexuals as a · . 
poor-downtrodden minority, it is 
important to nc-te that in the Miami 

struggle the homosexuals raised 
$350,000 vmile the anti-homosexual 
forc~s raised only $140,000." 

In response to this campaign, 
two women broke into the office 
of SOME, sprinkled their blood 
over files, papers, petitions, etc. 
and left copies of the following 
letter. We applaud their courage. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE STAFF, 
VOLUNTEERS, & SUPPORTERS OF 

SOME 

This is our blood. Do not be 
afraid of it, but know w.aat _it is. 
As the vital fluid of life, blood 
is symbolic of the precious human­
ness we share with you and with all 
people. All of us desir ~ to live 
our lives freely, to live securely, 
and to feel at home as contributing 
members of the human community. 
Throughout recorded history, the 
sharing or sacrificing of one's 
blood has been seen as the truest 
expression · of human-ness. 

We have brought our blood here 
to you today for three reasons: 

-to share our lives, our human­
ness, with you in the clearest, 
strongest way we can; 

-to challenge your human-ness 
by showing you that the work you 
do here imperils our lives and 
our human-ness; and 

-to disrupt with our lives, with 
our blood and our human-n!ss, 
the anti-life Initiative 13 
campaign. 

We are lesbians. We are th! people 
whose lives you want to take ~way 
and replace with live which y0u have 
chosen for us. With our blool we are 
telling you today that we cannot 
live without our lives. We want 
to be sure you know what you are 
doing here. You are trying to thkc 
our lives. 

Your work here represents one , 
part of a cycle which has returned 
again and again throughout the 
centuries. At first, only our 
right to live lives of our own 
choosing is taken away. We still are 
allowed to live and to take part in 
society if we agree to give up our 
own lives and live as if we were 
someone else. As the cycle is 
completed, however, our right to 
life itself is denied, and we arc 
killed by the thousands and hundred 
of thousands. 

Your work here contributes to the 
recurrence of that deadly cycle, and 
you1' responsibility does not end 
with.this initiative drive. Whether 
you realize it or not, the kinj of 
campaign you are sponsoring anj 
supporting has led in the past / 
to mass murder of lesbians and gay 
men. Nazi Germany is only the most 
recent example. 
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your 1 'cornrnon-· hU!l'lan:. r:(€tss"wit'fi""us is 
shared by a great me.ny people: 
This ~ear and hatred born of 1~ 
have caused discrinrination against 
and persecution of Jesbians and 
gay men for centurits , So many 
lives have been lost; so many 
lives have been given up; so many 
lives have been taken , 

We see by the presence in 
this office of CIVJC (anti-bussing 
Citizens for Voluntary integration 
Committee) petitior.s and anti-ERA 
material thctG you ~lso fear the 
immense changes wh:i.ch would result 
in thi~ society if people of color 
and women were allowed to live free 
lives of their own choosing . We 
understand your fE.at' .. - Because the 
very structure and stability of 
this society depend upon control­
ling and exploitinr, the lives of 
colored peoples and women (among 
other groups), any substantial 
change in the position of these 
oppressed peoples inevitably will 
affect each of our lives in ways 
we can neither imagine or control. 

Radical change is frightening, 
but it is also necessary , This 
society must change from one where 
some people are prosperous and 
secure only because other people 
are poor and desperate, where 
some people are taught to a ssume 
their own superiority while other 
people are forced to a ct out and · 
believe in an inferior role . We 
be1ie~e th~se~conditions shoul d 
3.nd must change : 

the -privileg'e·s- which . go -with 
white skin and middle class fam­
ilies, we can tell you from our 
own experiences that your fear of 
of .radical change w~ll lessen if 
you choose to become involved 
in making the changes happen. We 
are working to change our color­
and class-related prejudices, 
working to change our day-to-day 
lives so that we no longer accept 
privileges which depend on the 
pppression of other people, work­
ing to find ways to change the 
inatitutionalized racism and 
classism of the government. And 
because we are working f~ change 
we no longer fear it. 

You, too, could chosse to 
work for change. You could exam­
ine Y0ur fear and prejudices . You 
could learn to dream of, work for 
and demand a society wher e no 
person is privileges depends upon 
other peoples oppression . You 
could learn to value your own 
human-ness -- and thus to value 
and respect the human-ness of 
those who differ from you . You 
could decide it is wrong to take 
away a person's life. 

As long as you are working 
against us, however, we must con­
tinue to work -- not against y__ou 
-- but against the work you do :­
We cannot live without our lives 
and we choose to live -- WE ' 
CHOOSE TO LlVE OUR LIVES. 
BettyJo~nna, J ane Meyerding 
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/ J:i er s cory 01· a Lesr,iau ur ou12, 

Groups are born, evolve ard 
dwindle, and occasionally theJ are 
born and born again. That's wl.at 
this year with FLAG has been Jike 
-- a steadily defining, refining, 
and creating group of women. l'LAG, 
short for Feminist Lesbian Action 
Group, wa s born in September, I977. 
Some of the women within the loosely 
-knit network remaining af~er the 
closure of the Victoria Women's 
Center formed the nucleus of FLAG. 
They chose to form a group that 
would serve their own needs rather 
than the needs of the other women 
in the community. Not an easy deci­
sion, and it created division 
amongst us at the outset. A few 
members left - one because the focus 
of lesbianism excluded her, as she 
could not identify herself as ales­
bian . Other members excluded them­
selves because they considered les­
bianism too exclusive an area, and 
they were interested in other issues 
where they felt their energy was 
needed more. The rem2ining eight 
women created the new· dvup amid 
high hopes and energy, and close 
friendships. 

One sage prophesied: vvrt can go 
two ways: it can remain a small 
closed group and perform effective 
action, or it can be an open group 
and be less decisive but offer sup: 
port to a wider group of women . vi 
The group opted for openness and 
support. A statement of purpcse was 
drawn up in October which li~ted as 
priorities: 

i. ~o ouiL~ -a so~ia su~port gr oup 
for lesbian women. 
Lesbian= woman-identified-woman. 

2. To try to effect social change by 
dispelling the myths that sur­
round ~lesbian". 

3. To try to .motivate political 
change by a ) creating public 
awareness of discrimination, 
b) by acting_in response toe 
discrimination, and c) by chal­
lenging discriminatory laws. 

4. To provide opportunities for 
social contact, c/r, and politi­
cal/social discussion on femin­
ist/lesbian issues. 

Looking back on IO months of 
activities, we can see progress in 
some ~reas, out no growth in others. 
We have met bi-monthly, and our 
energies have been concentrated on 
internal strengthening, r ather than 
on public awareness. From the outset 
we knew we needec time to develop 
our own resources and sessions to 
help us clarify o~rselves. We have 
carried out actio~ in response to 
discrimination, w~tve had displays 
at two women's confer ences, members 
have been on local TV, we 9ve had 
news articles wri~ten about us and 
by us locally, we 9ve sponsored 
women's dances, bal lgames, and pic­
nics, we have submitted a brief on 
the new Constitutional Reform bill 
J0 Prime Minister Trudeau, and we 
are meeting with local candidates 
for federal and provincial office. 
These are our actions: to answer 
the question r1Just what is FLAG 
doing anyway? 11 • 

Much of O U.! ' c i 1i11::: 11a s oeen spent 
in developing a structure that suits 
our needs. This was made more diffi­
cult by the fact of our inconsistent 
membership and attendance. Meeting 
size varied from 6 to 35 people, 
each with varied reasons for being 
there. After five months of growth 
we adopted a structure of a core 
group consisting of a co-ordinator, 
treasurer, recording segretary, and 
a corresponding secretary, and a 
representative of ea ch sub-group. · 
Our Helections 11 consisted of each 
person plugging into jobs we felt 
okay about, and the jobs were each 
shared by two women. This has worked 
f i irly well, and demands regular and 
clear communication from us, which 
is pretty healthy. Sub-groups, 
-called Special Interest Sub-cwmmit-­
tees (i.e. SIS) form according to 
interest and need, and dissolve when 
those dissappear. SIS does the action 
and meets whenever desired. We are 
all responsible to each other: core 
and general membership. 

However, it is neither in action 
nor i n structure where FLAG has its 
greatest impa ct, The importance of 
FLAG ha s been to help us, its mem­
bers, become stronger and happier 
women . As feminist women, we cele= 
brate our strenght and joy in loving 
ea ch other. As lesbians we recognize 
our lesbianism is the only common 
f a ctor uniting us: we are a varied 
bunch of women ranging from those 
·who call themselves the "cllset con­
tingentl', to those who want to per-
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has a small-town quality which 
reminds us to sticl~ together, 
because we don't think we're big 
enough to divide and still be 
effective. We honor openness and 
warmth above many other virues, and 
we admit our inadequate political 
knowledge, and our nervousness 
about being 11outa rublicly , We still 
want support for ourselves (and our 
differences) more than we want to go 
after big changes vrout there i i, The 
support is there, with the challenge 
and the· friendships are fantastic. 
Problems aside, it femls good to be 
in FLAG. 

~•-~:: ,_,,,.,-"."" 
~· .... ___ ... 
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reminds 
Submitted To: The Right Honourable 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau, Prime 
Minister of Canada 

By: Political Action Sub-committee 
of the Feminist Lesbian Action Group 

Preamble 
The government of Canada has 

initiated a Bill of constitutional 
change. Included in this ~r-apoa~g 

·constitution is a charter of Rights 
and Freedoms to protect the politi­
cal, legal and social rights of all 
citizens, particularly members of 
minority groups. The Governor-in­
Council has seen fit -to prohibit 
;discrimination on the grounds of 
:r~ce, ethnic origin, colour, reli­
gion, sex, language or age. We 
applaud these efforts but note a 
glaring omission from the preceding 
list - that of sexual orientation. 

Statement of Problem 
- · There are in Canada today 
. approximately 2,300,000 male and 
female homosexual adults. These 
individuals daily face discrimina­
tion in employment, housing, child 

· custody and other vital areas. At 
-present there are no federal l nws to 
1prevent such discrimination or, in 
'. fact, laws to ensure that homosexHals 
uals are afforded the political, 
legal, and socia l rights guar anteed 
other Canadian citizens. This situ­
ation ·is untenable in a society 
founded on the principles of demo­
crauY and individua l freedom. 

... ... ueU.:l8U S0.LU\i.LUU 

It is the feeling of this com­
mittee that the aforementioned ine­
quitable situation can only be 
remedied through the inclusion of 
sexual orientation in Part I of 
Section I of the proposed Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. We .recognize 
that this action alone will not end 
discrimination against homosexuals. 
However,· it is nhe essential first 
step toward an equal and just society. 
We further reccommend that the 
present Human Rights Commission be 
stBEngtijened and given adequate 
power of enforcement to ensure that 
cases of discrimination are effici~ 
ently dealt with. 

~xpect~d Results 
we:believe that the inclusion pf 

s exual orientation in the Canadian 
· .·Charter of Rights and Freedoms will 

effect the following: 
I. to act upom the political con­
ciousness· of the Liberal and New 
Democratic Parties in their support 
of homosexual rights • 
2. to ~ring the federal Charter o~ 
Rights and Freedoma into line with 
the Bill of Rights of the province 
of Quebec which guarantees the 
rights of homosexuals. 
J. to present visible support for 
the Un~ted Nationsv Universal 
Declar ation of Human Rights which 
forbids discrimination on any 
grounds . 



4 0 ~o acKnowledge homosexuals as 
equal citizens with the same poli­
tical, legal and social rights as 
other Canadianso 

·summary of Recommendations 
In summary, we strongly urge 

the government of Canada to: 
1. Act clearly and decisively on 
the issue of discriminati on against 
homosexuals; 
2. Act before the passage of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
(July 1, 1979); 
3. Appoint a member of the homo­
sexual community to the federal 
committee studying constitutional 
change .. 

Approval of Brief 
This brief approved and res­

pectfu lly submitted by: 
Political Action Sub-Committee 
Feminist Lesbian Action Group 
in Victoria, British Columbia 
on the ninth day of July 
Nineteen hundred and seventy-eight 

IJ,SBIAN FEMINISTS OF 
VANCOUVER 

Lesbian Feminists of Vancouver 
is a member g:-oup of the B.C.F-. • .W. •. 
It was formed as a result of th~­
dissatisfaction of several women 
with the_p?litica~ strategies of 
the Coalition Against Discrimin­
ation (formerly Coalition Against 
Anita Bryant). 

We are continuing to fight 
on this issue, as well as others 
as a separate group with our own' 
political analysis. We may be 
contacted c/o Women in ~cus, #6-
45 Kingsway, Vancouver, B.c. 

The 
given to 
1978, in 
Basis of 

following ~statement was 
the Coalition on June 13 
response to the Coalitio~ 
Unity. 

"The Lesbian Feminists of 
Vancouver will not support the 
basis of unity as it stands. 

We do not believe that it is 
enough to say that we as Lesbians 
and Gay men are being denied our 
civil rights. We must examine why 
they are denied us and by whom 
and recognize the larger sociai 
implications of this campaign 
which allowed it to grow in the 
first place. We do not feel that 
the basis of unity drawn cp ·and 
accepted by this coalitio~ has made 
such an attempt. 

'. To fight Anita Bryant and 
Renaissance effectively we must 
define them, how they function 
and exist as a part of the heir­
archical structure of the patri­
archy. 

Reactionary groups such as 
B7yant's are using the controver­
sial and emotional issue of homo­
sexuality to protect the instit­
utions which are vital 'to the ,_ 
preservation of this power stru~­
ture. These patriarchal institu­
tions include: 

1. Heterosexuality and the 
nuclear family, both of which 
serve to glorify the subservi2nt 
role of woman as mother and menial 
and therefore emphasize the pro­
creative as the only acceptable 
form of human sexual relationshi~. 

2. Organized religion which 
works through guilt and fear and 
murder to keep women and minority 
groups at the bottom of the power 
structure. 

3. Capitalism and other eco­
nomic systems which carefully and 
deliberately excludes women 
lesbians, and gay men and ;acial 
minorities from econo~ic self­
determination. 

. 4._Rac~sm which is not only 
an institution in itself but is 
a product and reinforcement of 
the other patriarchal institutions. 



1 An l tct o rya n~ a nd Renaissance 
are repr ese ntative of and support­
ed by tres e institutionso To de-
mand civil rights would only serve 
to maintain the structure of the 
status quo, which is totally male­
oriented and l e ave s untouched the 
insidim· s oppre ssion forc e d on 
women at. d lesbi a nso For the mere 
fact thtt as women we are still 
define d in relationship to men. 
We feel that this has been ignored 
here anc we have no basis of unity 
with which to work. " 

COAJ ITJ.~~IN~1' 
_p:SCRIMINATION 

Stateme rt of principl e as adopted 
at the reeting of the 'coalition' 
on 29th or May, 19780 

The Anita Bryant Crusade and 
her sup1 .,orters have launch e d a 
campaign against he rights of 
l~rge g roups of people in our 
society. Under t he guise of a 
religious campaign the y s e ek to 
undermine the hard won de ffiocratic 
rights and freedoms of all peo ple 
e specially those of l e sbians and ' 
gay men, wome n, racial minorities 
othe r r e ligious grou p s and tra de' 
unionists. 

Th e for e front of the attack 
h a s b een a gainst l e sbians and gay 
men. Lesbiansim and homos e xuality 

are iuiiY naturai and h e aithy 
forms of human love and sexuality. 
We ~upport_lesbian and gay rights 
against Anita Bryant , Renaissance 
Canada and th e ir campaign. Further 
we support the right of women and 
men to choose to live openly and 
freely as lesbians and gay men. · 

The campa ign has b een success­
ful in repe aling e xisting civil 
rights l e gislation in s e veral 
American citie s and blocking future 
legislation that would prote ct l e s­
bian and gay rights in e mployment 
and housing. The ir major campaign 
tactic has b e en an a ppeal to fear 
ignorance , a hd pr e judice . 

The gains made by women in 
the last decade are a lso under at­
tack. The campaign is oppos e d 
to e qual rights for wome n as dem­
onstrate d by the ir opposition to 
the Equal Rights Amendme nt ( ERA; 
in the us~, childcare , abortion~ 
e qual e mployme nt opportuniti e s, and 
equal payo They would limit wome n 
to the traditional rol e . They have 
also attacke d the rights of child­
r e n t o a full and comp l e t e e duc a ­
tion including e xposure to a va ri­
e ty of life style s and v a lue s. 

Th e campaign h a s d rawn s up­
port from the Ku Klux Kl a n a n d 
othe r notoriously racist orgaJiz­
ati?ns. _B~yant is al s o ope nl y 
ant1-s e m1t1c. The campa i gn sue­
ports 'right to work' l e gisl a t ion 

w~ich -~Ban attack on working people ~s 
rights to organize into unionso The · 
freedom of the pre ss has been attack2 d 
as a result of their campaign. 

Anita Bryant and Renaissance 
the Canadian organization which is ' 
sponsoring her tour in this country 
must b e oppose d by all people. ' 

The purpose of this coalition 
is to or~anize action which will 
cl e arly s h ow our opposition to Anita 
Bry~n~, not a s a ~oman, but to h e r 
pol1t.-3 cs and to the policies of Ren­
a issance Canada and Renaiss a nce 
Interna tional. All groups within 
the coalition retain the right to 
co-ordinate and activate on th e ir 
own individual group l evel. 
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10 THE GODDESS DIANA- AL SO KNmm lAs QUICK SILVE R STAR ----- -·- ·--· ~ - - ·~- -
I seE you a s though your outer casing, the body is made of glass 0 

The Energy e nclosed is me rcury, moving silver 
which could be scattere d easily but quickly rej o in .. to one source 0 

Each pie ce s e arching for her other pie ces, 
Intert on being whol e - to vibrateo 
I do not want to accept that there are one s who do not s e e 
through the glass - or who e ven d e ny that there is cl e ar glass 
Who ¼ill not touch you in t e nderne sso 
You 2re known only by l e g e nd, myths handed down 
Thro~gh me n's perceptions •oooo as the huntress 
Now, I see you - anoth e r womyn standing tall and straight 
Ac~erting life once again 
Arnone us - we who have also accepted life 
Reco~nition is an offering on the altar where 1we all lay our 

womyn pain. 
In tte ritual of the blood we share, I touch my hand s in ble ssings 
From this womyn who stands in h e r place proudly 

to anothero 
I am known as the star gazer so I see you 0 

Na tali 

June 20/1978 

Full moon moving from 
Sagitarius to Capricorn 

Our siste~ is showing a 
balance of sile nceo 

0 goddess, spirit of life and light 
Shine in glorious circle o 

Tha nk youo 

~ ' 
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I 
white spir:kts 
circl e ins'ide my room. 
i burn_,,,. a candl e / 
to k eep me warm. 
the y k eep me company 
amus e my cat 
follow me into th e night 
a nd into my dre amso 
wise old l e sbian woman 
i want to b e with you 
ond d a nce my way 
a round y e llow flame s of candles 

1 for i a m cold so ofte n 
i cry thru the night 

; tho I i am mo r e ope n wh e n th e sunlight 
come s thru my windowso 
you do not speak to me 
a s pirit has no voice 
but my e ars a r e in pain 
from listening. 

Lisa 
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POP '£HE BRYANT bLJ:t:3.bLt 

Pop the Bryant Bubble 
Rising in the air 
It's filled with pride and bigotry 
and evange listic flairo 

See the Bryant Bubble 

---- but who believes that 
life is fair? 

Ordina ry pe o ple won't l e t it 
happe n -- will they? 

Lift it to the lighto 
Look right through and s e0 just who 
Is paying for this fight. 

Ordina ry pe o pl e won't let us be 
imprisone d -- I ' 

It's l awyers and big busine ss men 
th e folks of status quo 
Who find in sexuality 
The ir own f e ars have to growo 

(In Ca n a da it's Re naissance who 
won't g ive us the sli ghte st chance) 

will they? 

Our fri e nds a nd f amilie s will 
speak up for us 
won't the y? 

Our boss e s who like our work 
will k e e p us --
won't th2y ? 

Le sbia ns and ga y me n My brothe rs a nd siste rs will 
are strugg ling for the ir spac e still protect me ~-::_-
as full a nd e qual citize ns won't th~~/ -:::=-- - -~ .,.---'-----1 
within the l:DJ!Tlan rac_§.,.-- _,.,,,-------~ = ~ ----~ -=::---------~--~-----=---- I know tha tthe people of Ge rmany --=-----,--, 

____ -§/_- Ar7cf'oraina ry peop~e will l e t the homos e xu a ls b e kill e d, 
none-the -le ss decide a long with the J ews, and 
how laws a r e change d, and ve rily th e Ge rma ns we r e ordina ry 
'Twill b e a s ee-saw rid e . peopl e too, 

It's such a touchy issue o 
Folks wa nt it f a r a way 
whil e l e sbia ns and gay me n 
los e jobs an d ki d s e ach dayo 

The Bryant Bubble ris e s 
and shadows us in f e aro 
It ma y b e only rich hot a ir 
( a nd we all know it isn't fair) 

weren't the y? 

Pop th e Brya nt Bubbl e 
Rising in t he a iro 

-- Sha ron, May/78 

); 



DYNAMAIL -------· 
We h av e r e c e ive d a l e tte r 

from a Toronto woman name d Judy 
who is on contract with the 
Nationa l Film Board to do inves­
tigative work for a fi~m on 
lesbian mothers and child c~stody. 
The film would explore l e sbian 
motherhood from a f eminist vie w­
point and show how the c~urt~ 
and our social and psychia tric 
institutions ope r a te to p e rpe­
trate an oppre ssive situa tion 
for many wome n and childreno 
Judy would like l e tters_o~ sup­
port from l ~sbians, f eminists, 
and groupso The s e can b e s e nt 
to Lesbi an Mo t h e rs Re s e arch, 
c/o N0tional Film board, 65 Ade ­
laide St. East, Toronto, Onto, 
and mould include r e asons for 
support, why a nd how t h e film 
would be helpful, how you or 
your group wou ld us e it, e tco 
If you wish to contact Judy per­
sonally, please write h e r c/o 
this newsl e ttero He r l e tter 
follows : 

To . the BoCo Fe deration of 
Women: 

I am on contract with the 
Nationa l Film Boa rd to do in­
v e stigative r e s e arch for a film 
on l e sbian mothe rs md child cus­
todyo Once r e s e arch is com­
ple t e d and an outline pre pare d, 
a program committe e must de cide 
if the film board will provide 
funds for productiono Le tte rs 

very inr .L u c:ni:ia l i n t1 1c:, iJ.. 0.ec..1 sJ_u 11 -
I shall outline my r e asons for 
wanting to do this film and give 
you an ide a of its focus; the n I 
hope you can give me your support. 

There is an obvious l ack of 
ma t e rial on the subj e ct. It sim­
ply has not b een done . Th e r e are 
a coupl e of Ame rican films, but 
the s e do not accurate ly r e fl e ct 
th e Cana dian e xpe rie nce. Also 
the y a r e ofte n difficult to ob­
t~in and costlyo This wou ld b e 
a½ hour docume nta ry, to b e a ire d 
on t e l evision, and availabl e fr ee 
of ch arge to individuals and com­
munity groups. 

This movi e would confront one 
of the most insidious and we ll 
hidde n discriminations aga inst 
women one which r e sults in s e v e r e 
emoti~nal pain a n d anguish for the 
childre n a s well a s the moth e ro 
As y e t, f e w wome n h a v e b een in a 
position to t a lk about it. 

The vast ma jority of l e sbia ns 
give u p the ir childre no Fear of 
b e ing "discov e red · ,t by f amily, 
fri e nds, employers, e tco is too 
grea to Also, l e sbi a ns, like a l­
most all wome n, have f eebl e me ans 
for rupporting l e gal costs (for a 
good Lawye r) of a custody struggl e . 
Many pre f e r to r ema in in o ppre ssive 
marriages, de nying th e ir f ee lings, 
in orde r to r e ma in with th e ir 
childre n. Some h a rbour e normous 
guilt, h a t e the ms e lve s, ge t the rapy 

1/i Lein g-··e xt.:.· · ~. - j :. ~ -... , .... ~ 
s e rvi e nto Some h av e n e rvous break­
downs (and the childre n a r e take n)o 
Some commit suicide . 
· This film would show how the 
courts 2 nd our socia l and psychia­
tric institutions o pera te to per­
pe tuate this oppre ssive situation 
for many wome n a nd childre no It 
would e xplore l e sbian mothe rho od 
from a f eminist vi ew point v hil e por­
traying ge ne r a lly the following 
three areas: 

lo l e sbian/feminist: th e pe r­
sona l ex perie nce of one or more 
l e sbi a ns in raising childre n, wh a t 
f eminism h a s to do with childrearing, . 
a nd a look a t the positive aspects 
of wome n loving wome no 

2o judicia l : participa tion 
and discussion by a lawye r a nd a 
f amily court judge or supre me court 
judge, in orde r to ge t an account 
of how l e sbia nsism is vie we d by the 
l a w and is or isn't writte n into the 
l a wo 

3o socia l and psychologica l: 
an examina tion of th e type of th e r a py 
give n to l e sbi a ns and the ir childre n, 
th e 'professio n a ls' opinion of how 
childre n are affected by living with 
a l e sbian moth er, and th e r e l a tion­
ship of soci a l s e rvice age nci e s a nd 
psych profe ssions to the courtso 

I h a v e r e c e ntly b een t hrough 
th e gru e ling, painful and costly 
e x peri e nce of fighting to ma inta in 
custody of my two young childre n~ 
I wa s grill e d about b e ing .a f eminist 



end knowing l e sbi a nso I wa s que s­
tione d ad n a us e um about what I would 
to if my son demonstrate d a 'homo­
s e xua l t e nde ncy'. It wa s agonizing 
to have to prove I was a " good " 
mothe r de spite b e ing a feminist, 
while r e cognizing that my de v e lop­
ing f e minism has b een the major 
v e hicl e for unde rsta nding my child­
r Ln, and a llowing us mor e stre ngth, 
irdepe ndenc e and c a ringo Wh e n 
fLminism is so misunderstood that 
its' r e l a tionship t o childre aring 
if vie wed as inj urious, it b e come s 
e ,ide nt th a t massive media distor­
tjon must b e confronte d, and a long 
wjth it, our own ( a s f eminists) 
dEfe nsive n e ss a nd inse curity. 
Ttat's what I wa nt this film to doo 

Please s e nd lette rs of support to : 
L e sbian Mothe rs Re s e arch 
National Film Boa rd 
65 Adelaide Sto Eo 
Toront~, Onta rio. 

Vf).r@\i, + WO!:'.~: KLaich, Dolore s 
W1il1am Mor ow & Company, Inco 
Ne w York, 19750 $3.50 

This we ll docume nte d book 
give s the reader a historical pe r­
spe ctive on the societal attitude s 
of l e sbianismo 

Rlaich has trace d the conde m­
nation of l e sbia nism from socie ty's 
vie w of it a s a sin; to the decis­
ion th a t it wa s a crime ; to the 
conge nital dis ea s e label a nd fin 2l­
ly to the curre ntly h e ld vi e w of ::· 
me nt a l illne sso 

Whilst discussing e ach of 
th e s e observations, Klaich us e s 
history, an~cdote , lite r a ture a nd 
inte rvi e w to show the r eade r that 
l e sbianism h a s alwa ys e xiste d; a t 
l e ast since Sappho's d a y (co 612-
558 BoCo) and h a s b een looke d on 
as "unique phe nome nonon 

This book is r e comme nd e d to 
a ll Siste rs of Sa ppho, for it is 
a compr2h e nsive h e rstory of wome n 
loving womeno 

More books by a nd for l e sbia ns will 
b e r e vie we d in our 2nd n e wsl e tte r 
in Octobe ro 

AND. A ~ECORD REVIEW 
from Lis.a ::I~is 

FER!\ON -~-~---
Dear -. Fe rron: 

My record pla yer is broke n 
but . it likes your music so much 
that, while_ it woh't pl~ y any othe r 
a lbu~ all the way thru~, it plays 
yours past the last words of 
"te stimony" b e for e it shows its 
fracture. 

This, your s e cond a lbum, is 
just fine o Your tal e nt, if not 
your f ee lings, is showing its fac e 
right out in the ope n, and it's 
b eautiful. Soggy Dre am, Ca ll Ae 
Frie nd, Misty Mountain, Te stimonyo 
White Wing Me rcy, a nd Light of my 
Light -- it's all right out the r e 
for us to see , h e ar, a nd f ee lo 
You a r e not so a lone , Ferron, not 
at a ll. 

If a nyone had told me a y cctr 
ago tha t you would soon b e usinJ 
e l e ctricity to back up your own 
g u ita r music, I would not h a v e b een 
abl e to sort out h ow tha t would 
soundo Indeed, I am not a t all 
sure th a t "Out .in the Ozone " would 
go we ll with your style of a ccom­
p a nim~nto But your styl e and your 
ability as a musici a n h a s grown, 
a nd this bl e n d of string s is at 
time s so pe rfe ct th a t it's magic. 

~he r e are not the right words 
t o de scribe how your music affe cts 
me - it touch2 s so ma ny chords 
insid2 mys e lf -- a nd that's what 
I c a l l good musico Fe rron, you'v2 
r eally come out a s a musici a n~ 
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nrr Lesbian: 

ontrary to popular opinion, 
ot a l e sbiano The fact that 
er wome n is irre l e vanto And 
hcppen to like blackso But 

~e ~ · not me an th a t I'm a racisto 
,er, on the other hand, is a 
~o And all h e r friends are 
thEy hug and kiss and just 
ll) touch each other all the 
Drives me nutsi But what I'm 
writing about is my we ddingo 

,n and I want to get marri e d 
Nart that t o happen in my 
1 s living roomo My lover says 
2s~•t care where it happens as 
sit doeso She's pregnanto 
1e1 has indicate d, and quite 
Ly at that, that her fri e nds 
be invited also· since it's 
tc be an all-female affairo 
, really into the nsiste rhood 11 

·o) I don't want any of h e r 
ls around at a ll. I'm monoga mous 
,sEessive and some of h e r fri e n ds 
,wrright friendly. What shou ld 

Signed, 
'castrate d at birth" 

De ar 11castrate d" -

You n e v e r said outright which 
s ~x you we reo So I'll try and dea l 
with you on a ll l e v e ls and you c a n 
take your pick of a n swers Fi' rc ~ 
• 0 .::> \,...' 

if y ~u.a r e ma l e , then I would strong­
ly aovis e that you a v o i d conta c t 
with your mothe r's friends as ml!ch 
as possible . The pa tri a~ch a l s t r uc­
tu:e you are p art of deman d s separ­
ation a n d s e gre g a tion of the s ex 2 s 0 

Furthe rmore , monogamy stinks 0 

Se co~d , if you are f e ma l e , t hen I 
st:cngly sugge st that you ge t your 
shit t ogethe r qu ick siste r b e f or e 
the stor ~ come s. Ani ta Bryant and 
h e r _s worC.::srne n ur 2 on the loo s e a:'.1 d 
coming out stronger a ll the time 0 

An d
1
we need a ll t h e h e lp we can get . 

You _r e a l e sbia n und s hou l d b e prou d 
of ito An d t h i r d , if you a r c a 
h e r map~=odite , which is simil 2r to 
b e i ~g ambi dextrous only d iffe r e nt 
then i t don't ma tter which way yo~ 
go , hone y , you'll win ~v e ry time . 
Us h e rma phro~ ite s n~ed t o st ick to­
g Lthe r, e v e n i f our du a lity e xis t s 
only on the psychic l e v e l. And if ' 
you' re fakin g t his wh o l G t h ing 
the n I' d sugge st th a t you thro~ 
yours e lf a par ty, b e c ause it's per­
f ectly obvious th a t you n eed t he 
conta cto 

Signe d, 
Ann Le sbia n 
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JE_At,JNE' S STORY 

He lloo My name is Jeanne o 
I have a story I would like to t e ll 
about me o I am s e v e n y e ars old, 
and I live with two l e sbianso My 
J.iad die do I think that my morn and 
~haron would be a good coupleo 
':i.'hey a r e nice to me o 'Fley are 
good .. 

J am going to l earn Highl a nd danc­
ing. I h ave one big brother who 
is 18, and my othe r brother is 150 
\e all live toge thero I have an-
0the r brothe r and sister who don't 
live with us b e cause the y're mar­
ri e do 

l h a v e a pbol in the b a ckya rd, 
\.'hich isn't v e ry big, but Sharon 
, ,e nt swimming in the pool today 
l e c ause she ne eded to cool downo 

1 am just a little girlo I have 
friends name d Sean, Me lodie, and 
!heldon. I h ave a nother fri e nd 
rarne d Shawnio Her mom a nd d a d are 
divorce d, and h e r mom live s with 
2nothe r woman, and the y are l e s­
bi ans tooo 

I don't ge t t eas e d a loto Some 
of my fri e nds ask me who Sh a ron is 
and I s a y she is my aunto I hope 
that none of my friends will r e ad 
this story, because the ir pa r e nts 
might think that l e sbi a ns a r e a 
bad word a nd they won't l e t th e ir 
kids play with rneo I like my 

friends and the y are good to meo 
I have a boyfrie nd named Se an, 

and he's nice o 

It's hard for me b e cause I have 
fri e nds who don't unde rsta nd, 
and some of my friends are n't as 
good as the y could b e o 

My siste r is upset that my dad 
di e do My mom was away when my 
dad di e do She had to rush home 
and tell me , and calm me downo I 
didn't know until she came home 
and told me o Sh e s c1 id to me , "I 
have ~rne thing tha t is going to 
upset you, but wh e n you cry l e t 
it all outo" So she told me and 
I l e t it all out .. I crie d until 
I couldn't cry no more .. The n I 
starte d to ge t b e ttero My brother 
who is big crie d tooo I didn't 
g e t to go to the churcho I wante d 
too My mom told me th a t Daddy 
had a big smil e on his fac e o 

My mom h a s five kids and I a m the 
small e st .. I don't have ma ny 
fri e nds where I live , just some 
across the streeto I live right 
b e side a store u nd some time s my 
mom give s me mone y to go to ito 
I have lots of t oyso 

I am h appy b e c aus e it's a nice da y 
and tomorrow I am going to see my 
uncl e 's babyo We have a fish pond 
in the back y ard, but the r e 's no 
fish in it ye to It's pre tty thougho 

It didn't l.ook l:ike a ~ ish: pofl;d ~hen ;. 
¥e moved here but my mom• s loVer .· 
made it pre tty again and we wil'l . 
have £ish in it soon. 

My mom and her love r c a re about me 
a lot and I'm glad about tha t, · be~ 
cause othe rwise I wouldn't have a 
good home .. 

My morn's fri e nd Ron move d aw a yo 
He was my friend tooo 

I have my v e ry own pl ant; it was 
just a baby wh e n I got it now it's 
r e ally tall .. We have a long 
stringy plant tooo We have a big 
pl ant that needs green sticks tJ 
hold it upo 

I sl eep with 6 t e ddy b e ars in my b e d. 
I h a ve one big s pecial one o I think 
this is a good place to li~e . It's 
good b e c ause mommy a nd h e r love r 
don't ge t dS\l_nko Th e y don't fight 
e ithe r. Tqe y love e a c.h \Other a lot. 
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,s. My _fists pqund my bre asts in fury 
a s I Lpring full grown 
from ihe t e rror of your mindo 
With l abia fl a pping 
in tht soft oce an bree z e , 
I e nc:rcl e you 
with the stre ng th a nd powe r 
you d(ny yours e lfo 

You a1 e a woma n 
h a lf borno 

Enclose d in a she ll of pa tri 2rchy, 
you g<ntly 

r a ppe d 
r a ppe d 

rappe d 
ove r the years 
until you crea t e d a 
spa c e to breathe o 

You h a v e t a k e n the tools 
The ma ste rs us e 
to e nslave us 
a nd l e arne d to work the m 
to our a dvanta ge o 
With your soft, me lodious voice 
y ou spre ad u bl a nk~t 
0 ~ c a lming e ne rgy 
ov2r the wome n who h a v e b een 

b a tte r e d 
a nd 

bruise d 
by tr: e ir owne rso 

Th a t bl a nke t is the prope rty 
of tr e ma ste rs; 
y e t ~ou us 8 it in stre ngth 
to c omfort the wa ste products 
of a culture tha t knows 

only 
de atho 

Now y ou have looke d 
in the mirror and s een 

a womyn 
who us e s othe r me ans 

of surviva lo 
I s peak to you dire ctly 
of my pa ins a nd f e ars a nd h ope o 
I speak to you dire ctly 
of my love 

for othe r womyn o 
I ope n to you a s one 
fri e nd to a no th e r; · 
a s one womyn to a nothe ro 
Ye t you s ee me only 
a s a monste r 
h e ll-be nt on de stroying 
your she ll and s e curityo 

Ta king thc t wa rm, gentle e ne rgy, 
you quie tly walk behind me 
a nd sta nd the r e , 
smiling a nd nodd ing 
whil e othe rs 
tie my h a nds a nd f ee t 
to the sta ke of my womynhoo do 

Slowly you r e l ea s e 
the a nger 

a nd f e ar 
of y e arso 
Your breath turns hot o 
My fee t sizzle a n d 
I cry out in ngony 

and prote st 
until I c a n s peak 
no more . You qui~tly turn away, 
conte nt th a t t he monst8r 
of your creation is 

now 
dead o 
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