


PurposQ of Transvesiia
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  our s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  in t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  of  t he  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  o f  her  p e r s o n a l i t y  are  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  to and r e p r e s s i v e  t o wa r d  t he  m a l e  who  d i s 
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t he  m a l e  d o e s  not  i n p l y  s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  n e e d s  of  t he  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who  has  d i s c o v e r e d  t he  e x i s t a n c e  of  
hi s  or her  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and s e e k s  to e x p r e s s  i t .

T R A N S V E S T I A ,  t h e r e f o r e  is p u b l i s h e d  by,  for,  and 
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  to  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

E N T E R T A I N ME N T -  - E D U C A T I O N - -  EXPRESSION

by m e a n s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ’s p u r p o s e  is to h e l p  i t ' s  r e a d e r s  to  p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MIND
I t ’s p o l i c y  is to  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  of  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
to  t he  f i e l d  o f  t he  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Wi t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of  any  ki nd the  f i e l d s  of  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and 
d o m i n a t i o n  are  l e f t  to o t h e r s  to d e v e l o p .

T R A N S V E S T I A  has ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  in i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and to 
a i d ,  by any m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t he  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  k n o w 
l e d g e  of  t h e  f i e l d  to  f ur t he r  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t  by 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r 
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e a r  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t o o  long  
b e e n  t he  l o t  o f  t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It i s  h o p e d  t ha t  TRANS
VES TI A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  wi t h  others,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

ft##**«**#**##**#**

"Whe n  y o u  m a k e  t he  t wo  o n e .  . . a n d  w h e n  y o u  ma k e  the  
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE O N E . . .  then  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t he  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  of  Jesus" from 
t he  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to T h o m a s " .
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Ear l y  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  a l i t t l e  ba by  was  born and 
g i v e n  t he  n a m e  o f  J e a n .  T h i s  " e i t h e r  or" n a m e  a c t u 
a l l y  f o r e c a s t  a bo y  and g i r l  f u t u r e  for t he  c h i l d .  By 
t h e  end  o f  t he  f i r s t  y e a r ,  i t s  m o t h e r  had s t a r t e d  to 
t r a i n  a ma s s  o f  g o l d e n  c u r l s  i n t o  a s e m b l a n c e  of  c o n 
t r o l .  Wi th mu c h  e f f o r t  t he  r e s u l t  b e g a n  to a p p r o a c h  
t he  l o n g  c u r l s  we  s e l d o m  s e e  t o d a y .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  was  
in t he  e r a  o f  s k i r t s  for s m a l l  b o y s ,  the  c h i l d ’s c l o t h e s  
l e a n e d  a l i t t l e  mo r e  to t he  f u s s i n e s s  of  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  A l 
so t h e y  s t a y e d  in use  to an o l d e r  a g e .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  
f r o w n e d  on s uc h  a c h o i c e  e x c e p t  for ma n y  o f  t he  f a i r  
sex  who  d e l i g h t e d  i n  a d m i r i n g  t he  p r e t t y ,  c h u b b y  g i r l .  
So we  f i nd  J e a n n e  a p p e a r i n g  wi t h  her  m o t h e r  at  a f t e r 
n o o n  t e a s  w h e r e  she  was  e i t h e r  t he  c e n t e r  of  a t t r a c t i o n  
or she  s a t  and j a b b e r e d  i n  g i r l i e  t a l k  to one  o f  her  l o v 
e l y  d o l l s ;  t h e  l a t t e r  o f t e n  had c l o t h e s  to m a t c h  h e r s .

E v e n t u a l l y ,  w h e n  s c h o o l  b e c a m e  i m m i n e n t ,  the  
f a t h e r  i n s i s t e d  upon a c h a n g e .  G r a d u a l l y  t he  f e m m e  
c l o t h e s  b e c a m e ,  at  l e a s t  o u t w a r d l y ,  mo r e  c o n v e n t i o n 
a l l y  b o y i s h .  A S c o t t i s h  b a c k g r o u n d  g a v e  an e x c u s e  for  
a k i l t  to be  w o r n .  Mo t h e r  had her  way  u n d e r n e a t h  by 
m a k i n g  l o v e l y  s i l k  u n d e r c l o t h e s .  Thus  t h o u g h  t he  o u t 
ward a p p e a r a n c e  was  J e a n ,  t h e r e  was  s t i l l  J e a n n e  u n d e r 
n e a t h .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  on to t h i s  d a y .

S c h o o l  days  b r o u g h t  m a n y  p r o b l e m s  wi t h  r e s u l t 
i n g  c h a n g e s .  A n a t u r a l  m i m i c ,  J e a n  s o o n  b e c a m e  part  
o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  e x t r a  group t h a t  did r e c i t a t i o n s  and p l a y  
a c t i n g  for s c h o o l  c o n c e r t s .  But s o m e h o w  "she" was  a c t -
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u a l l y  mo r e  b r i l l i a n t  t h a n  "h e ” . It  was  a m a z i n g  how  
o f t e n  t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a m e  for J e a n n e  to p e r f o r m . F o r  
s o m e  s t r a n g e  r e a s o n  t h e  t e a c h e r s  wo u l d  o f t e n  n e e d  a n o 
t he r  g i r l  to f i l l  out  a c a s t  and t h e y  f ound t hat  J e a n  
c o u l d  b e c o m e  J e a n n e  v e r y  e a s i l y .  T h e r e  was  no do ubt  
t h a t  J e a n  p r e f e r r e d  to be an a c t r e s s  r a t he r  t ha n  an a c t 
or .

T h i s  was  t h e  t i m e  o f  World War I and a l l  s c h o o l  
. c h i l d r e n ,  b o y s  and g i r l s  a l i k e ,  l e a r n e d  to k n i t .  Few  
b o y s  g o t  b e y o n d  f a c e  c l o t h s  and b a n d a g e  c o v e r s ,  y e t  
we f i nd  J e a n ,  w i t h  t he  g e n e r o u s  h e l p  of  h i s  m o t h e r ,  
g r a d u a t i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t he  g i r l s ,  t o  k n i t t i n g  
s o x .

T h e  m a n l y  s por t s  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  He 
m a d e  an h o n e s t  e f f o r t  to  b e c o m e  p r o f i c i e n t ,  but  to no  
a v a i l .  To  f i e l d  a b a t t e d  b a l l  was  n i g h  on to i m p o s s i 
b l e .  T h e  b r u t a l  b a t t e r i n g  g a m e s  we r e  a l s o  h o p e l e s s .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  was  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  s uc h  t h i n g s  as s w i m 
m i n g ,  d i v i n g ,  t e n n i s  and b a d m i n t o n .

A p a r t - t i m e  j o b ,  d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  d a y s ,  was  o b 
t a i n e d  i n  a l a r g e  c h i n a  and s i l v e r  s h o p .  Here  J e a n  was  
t r a i n e d  to be  a g i f t  p a c k e r ,  the  o n l y  boy  a m o n g  a g r o 
up o f  g i r l s .  A d i s t i n c t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  was  f e l t  in p u b l i c l y  
d o i n g  an a c c e p t a b l e  j o b  i n  g i r l ' s  wo r k .

With U n i v e r s i t y ,  c a m e  t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  t a k e  
par t  i n  t h e  '’ a l l  boy  s h o w s . ” T h i s  was  a r e a l  s t ep  f o r 
ward t o w a r d s  f e m m e - l a n d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  g a v e  J e a n n e  t r a i 
n i n g  to b e c o m e  a d a n c e r  and on to  t he  g l a m o r o u s  a c t i v 
i t i e s  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p e r s o n a t o r .  Now we f i nd  J e a n 
ne a w a g e  e a r n e r  by n i g h t ,  w h i l e  J e a n  was  b e c o m i n g  
an e n g i n e e r  by d a y .  T h i s  i s  t he  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  he  s u c 
c e s s f u l l y  p r a c t i c e s  t o d a y .

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  , t h e r e  was  a p e r i o d o f  b e i n g  a 
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  He s t a r t e d  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s  and s c i e n 
c e  but  e n d e d  i n  m u s i c  and ar t .  D u r i n g  t he  t e a c h i n g  
p e r i o d  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  GG's  wh o ,  k n o w i n g  J e a n ,  p r e 
f e r r e d  t he  c o m p a n y  of  J e a n n e .  So we  s e e  h e r  q u i t e  o f 
t e n  n o t  o n l y  on s t a g e  in now a m a t e u r  t h e a t r i c a l s ,  but  
as a g i r l  c o m p a n i o n  a m o n g  g i r l s  wi th a hair s t y l e  overly  
l o n g ,  for a m a n ,  but  e a s i l y  c o n v e r t e d  to  a f l u f f y  " b o b ” 
for  J e a n n e .  P i e r c e d  ear s  a d d e d  to her  a u t h e n t i c i t y .
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With t he  c o m i n g  o f  World War II,  J e a n  w e n t  i n t o  
the  a r me d  s e r v i c e s  as an e n g i n e e r .  What  a s a c r i f i c e  i t  
was to s h o r t e n  t he  l o v e l y ,  l o n g i s h ,  w a v y  h a i r .  But i t  
was d o ne  and r e p l a c e d  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  a w i g .  Fo r 
t u n a t e l y  he  l i v e d  i n  p r i v a t e  q u a r t e r s  and no t  i n  b a r r 
a c k s .  Thus  J e a n n e ,  t h o u g h  s o m e w h a t  r e s t r i c t e d ,  did  
not  h a v e  to d i s a p p e a r  c o m p l e t e l y .  A g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i 
ty c a m e  to t he  d u a l  l i f e  w i t h  t he  p u r c h a s e  o f  a h a i r 
d r e s s i n g  s a l o n  i n  a r e m o t e  par t  o f  t he  c i t y .  A m a n a g e r 
ess  who k n e w b o t h  J e a n  and J e a n n e  was  q u i t e  h a p p y  to  
h a v e  a d o u b l e  b o s s .  No n e  o f  t he  c u s t o m e r s  e v e r  s u r m i 
sed t ha t  one  o f  t he  n i g h t  o p e r a t o r s  wo r e  an ar my o f f i 
c e r ’s u n i f o r m  by d a y .

To w a r d  t he  e nd  of  t he  war ,  J e a n n e ’s A l t e r  Ego b e 
c a m e  t he  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  h i s  u n i t .  Hi s  p r i v a t e  
s e c r e t a r y ,  who k n e w o f  t he  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  e r a ,  
pr e s s u r e d  h i m  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in an a m a t e u r  f a s h i o n  show  
of  c l o t h e s  m a d e  and m o d e l l e d  by a g i r l ’ s s e w i n g  c l u b .  
He kne w m a n y  o f  t he  g i r l s .  T h e y  d e c i d e d  he  was  a poor  
sport  wh e n  he  a p p a r e n t l y  t u r n e d  do wn  t h e  o f f e r  to a p 
p e a r  as t h e  c o m e d y  r e l i e f  in t h e i r  s h o w .  H o w e v e r  w i t h  
the  top e x e c u t i v e  sworn to s e c r e c y ,  he  c o n s e n t e d  to a p 
p e a r  as J e a n n e .  T h e  c o s t u m e s  m o d e l l e d ,  b e l i e v e  i t  or 
no t ,  w e r e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  e r a s  o f  b a t h i n g  s u i t s .  But  i m a 
g i n e  our T V ’s c o n c e r n ,  w h e n  on t h e  f i r s t  t r i p  on s t a g e ,  

w ho s h o u l d  be s e e n  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row o f  t he  a u d i e n c e  
but  h i s  O f f i c e r s  and t h e i r  W i v e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  was  
no r e c o g n i t i o n .

With t he  e nd  o f  t he  war  and t he  r e t u r n  to  c i v i l i a n  
l i f e ,  as y o u  m a y  g u e s s ,  t h e  h a i r  gr e w l o n g  a g a i n .  Ve r y  
c a r e f u l  h a i r d r e s s i n g  c o n c e a l e d  i t s  r e a l  l e n g t h .  Now a 
new f a c e t  i s  a d d e d  to our p i c t u r e  w i t h  t he  a c q u a i n t a n c e  
o f  a G . G .  who  w a n t e d  t he  F P to be m o r e  i n  e v i d e n c e .  
As our g i r l  b e c a m e  mo r e  m a t r o n l y  l o o k i n g  t he  G G b e 
s t o w e d  a n e w n a m e ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  t he  s a m e  i n i t i a l .
Thus  J e a n n e  b e c a m e  J u d i t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  n a m e  u s e d  in  
t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .

As t i m e  has  g o n e  on ,  t he  d e s i r e  to  be  J u d i t h  is  
mo r e  i n t e n s e  t h a n  e v e r .  T h e r e  are  s t i l l  t h e  t h e a t r i c a l  
a p p e a r a n c e s  for h e r ,  but  t he  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  c o m 
es  wh e n  s he ,  f r om t i m e  to t i m e ,  a p p e a r s  i n  o r d i n a r y  
d a y  to day  l i f e  and is  a c c e p t e d  as a s e d a t e ,  r a t h e r  
s c h o o l  m a r m i s h  l a d y  who i s  g r o w i n g  o l d  g r a c e f u l l y .
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c VOuR
AN EDITORIAL BY VIRGINIA

W e l l ,  we ARE a b i g  g i r l  n o w .  T h a t  i s ,  t o d a y  i s  
our B i r t h d a y .  T o d a y  we are  FOUR y e a r s  o l d ,  t h i s  b e i n g  
t he  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  our f i f t h  y e a r .  To t h o s e  o f  y o u  who  
h a v e  c o m e  upon TRANS VE S T I A o n l y  w i t h i n  t he  l a s t  year  
or so or who  h a v e  b o u g h t  o n l y  s c a t t e r e d  or r e c e n t  i s s u 
es  o f  t he  dr a ma  of  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  w i l l  be  l o s t  on y o u .
But for t h o s e  l o y a l  s i s t e r s  who  s t a r t e d  at  or n e a r  t he  
b e g i n n i n g  and who "g r e w up" ( a nd  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  t h i s  
c a n  be t a k e n  a l m o s t  l i t e r a l l y  i n  a TV s e n s e )  a l o n g  with 
t h e  m a g a z i n e  i t  w i l l  be u n d e r s t o o d .  We h a v e  c o m e  a 
l o n g  way I b e l i e v e .  T h e  f i r s t  t wo  i s s u e s  w e r e  put  t o 
g e t h e r  s o m e w h a t  out  o f  "hunge r "  as t he  s a y i n g  g o e s .  I 
had o n l y  25 p a i d  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and had had t h e m  for  
s o m e t i m e  w a i t i n g  for mo r e  r e p l i e s  to my o r i g i n a l  l e t 
ter  o f  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  F i n a l l y  I f e l t  I c o u l d  h o l d  t h i s  
m o n e y  no l o n g e r  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  s o m e t h i n g  for i t ,  so we  
" we n t  to p r e s s . "  It was  k i nd  of  a sad l i t t l e  j o u r n a l  and 
y e t  I was  proud o f  i t  as i t  was  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  e f f o r t  at  a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  T V s .  T h e r e  had b e e n  an a b o r t 
i v e  a t t e m p t  four or f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  wi t h  w h i c h  I had  
b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  and to w h i c h  I had g i v e n  t he  n a m e  
TRANS VES TI A,  but  i t  was  a m i m o g r a p h e d  t h i n g ,  p r i n t 
ed o n l y  on o n e  s i d e  and on l o n g  p a p e r .  A g o o d  try but  
i t  d i d n ' t  m a k e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  was  no t  i n i t i a t e d  on a b u s 
i n e s s  b a s i s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  my f i r s t  e d i t i o n  was  o f f  to a 
b e t t e r  i f  a s m a l l e r  s t a r t .

From t h a t  s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g  T V i a  ( a nd  C h e v a l i e r  
P u b l i c a t i o n s )  has  gr o wn bo t h  i n  s i z e ,  a p p e a r a n c e ,  r e p 
u t a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e .  What  h a v e  we  d o n e  i n  t h e s e  y e 
ars?

W e l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  and m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  we  
h a v e  f ound a l o t  of  y o u - - w e  h a v e  l o s t  s o m e  t o o  by v a r 
i o u s  k i nds  of  a t t r i t i o n .  S o m e  h a v e  r e a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  l i v e s
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so t ha t  TV is  not  an a c t i v e  part  of  i t .  T h e y  mu s t  not  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  ’' c u r e d ” , but  as ” a r r e s t e d ” T V s - - o n e s  in  
w h i c h  t he  p r o c e s s  has  b e e n  s l o w e d  to a w a l k  and e m p h 
a s i s  p l a c e d  on o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of  l i v i n g .  To t h e s e  we s ay , ,  
" c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and g o o d  l u c k . "  T h e  f o r m e r  b e c a u s e  
any a r r a n g e m e n t  of  l i f e  w h i c h  r e d u c e s  t e n s i o n  is h i g h 
l y  d e s i r a b l e  and t h o s e  who  a c h i e v e  i t  w h e t h e r  in t h i s  
f i e l d  or i n  o t h e r s  d e s e r v e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s :  t he  l a t t e r  
b e c a u s e  d i v e r s i o n  and s u b l i m a t i o n  o f  e n e r g y  are d i f f i 
c u l t  to a t t a i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  and s t i l l  mo r e  to m a i n 
t a i n ,  but  we  wi s h  t h e m  the  b e s t .

We h a v e  l o s t  o t h e r s  for q u i t e  t he  o t h e r  e x t r e m e - -  
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a i d e d  in t he  a c c e p t a n c e  and d e v e l o p 
m e n t  o f  t h e i r  f e m m e s e l v e s  to s uc h  a p o i n t  t h a t  t he  ur
g e n c y  and i n t e n s i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  ha s  c o o l e d  way  d o w n .  In a 
numbe r  o f  c a s e s  i t  has  c o o l e d  so far t h a t  t he  n e e d  and 
d e s i r e  for c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  m e e t i n g s ,  e v e n  s u b s c r i b i n g  
to  T V i a  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  W h i l e  I am sorry to l o s e  s u b 
s c r i b e r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in t he  way  
o f  w r i t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  m a k e  to o t h e r s  who h a v e  not  
a c h i e v e d  t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  r e l a x a t i o n ,  I n e v e r t h e l e s s  am 
g l a d  to h a v e  had a par t  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e m  r e a c h  thi s  c o n 
d i t i o n .  It  i s  o n e  o f  t he  p r e m i s e s  on w h i c h  I f o u n d e d  
t h e  m a g a z i n e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  - -  t he  d e s i r e  to h e l p  
my r e a d e r s  a c h i e v e  P e a c e  o f  M i n d .  Wh e t h e r  thi s  be  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  by s e l f  a s s e s s m e n t  f o l l o w e d  by s u b l i m a t -  
t i o n  and c o n t r o l  or by s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e  f o l l o w e d  by r e 
l a x e d  e n j o y m e n t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  no t  v i t a l .  It is 
t h e  end  and no t  t h e  m e a n s  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t .

We h a v e  l o s t  s t i l l  o t h e r s  who  h a v e  d i s a g r e e d  with 
v a r i o u s  p o l i c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by e x p e r i e n c e .  F e e l i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  k n e w  b e t t e r  and i f  i t  w a s n ' t  d o n e  t h e i r  way  
t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  p l a y ,  t h e y  h a v e  g o n e t o  wh a t  I h o p e  are  
g r e e n e r  f i e l d s  for t h e m .

But we  h a v e  o p e n e d  n u m e r o u s  c l o s e t s  and u n l o c k 
ed a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  d o o r s .  The  k n o w l e d g e  t hat  t h e r e  
are  m a n y  m a n y  m o r e  l i k e  o u r s e l v e s  and t h a t  t h e y  are  
o t h e r w i s e  u s e f u l ,  p r o d u c t i v e  and r e s p e c t e d  c i t i z e n s
h a s  e n a b l e d  m a n y  a m o n g  us to h o l d  up t h e i r  h e a d s  for  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and to f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  not  i s o l a t e d
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w e i r d o s ,  p e r v e r t s ,  c o m p l e t e  m i s f i t s  or w o r s e .  T h e  
d o z e n s  and d o z e n s  o f  l e t t e r s  and C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  t h a t  
you h a v e  s e n t  me a t t e s t  to t h i s .  N o t h i n g  m a k e s  me  h a p 
p i e r  and mo r e  s a t i s f i e d  in t he  m i d s t  o f  my own t r o u b l e s  
pas t  and p r e s e n t  t han  to g e t  a l e t t e r  f r om s o m e  one  
of  y o u  t h a n k i n g  me for p u t t i n g  T V i a  t o g e t h e r  and i n 
d i c a t i n g  t hat  my e f f o r t s  h a v e  h e l p e d  y o u  a l o n g  t h a t  
m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  o f  roads  - - t h e  o ne  t h a t  l e a d s  to P e a c e  of  
of  Mi nd.  .

We h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n o t h e r  r a t h e r  u n c o n s i d e r 
ed but  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  in t h e s e  f our  y e a r s  t o o .  T h i n k  
b a c k  f our  y e a r s !  What  was  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  n e w s t a n d s  
d e a l i n g  wi t h  T V i s m ?  T h e r e  was  C a u l d w e l l ’ s b o o k  on 
T r a n s v e s t i s m  and h i s  s e v e r a l  p a m p h l e t s  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  
In such p u b l i c a t i o n s  as B i z a r r e ,  E x o t i q u e ,  F a n t a s i a  e t c .  
b u r i e d  a m o n g  t he  a r t i c l e s  and s t o r i e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
s p a n k i n g ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  b o n d a g e ,  f e t i s h i s m  and t he  l ike,  
we r e  o c c a s i o n a l  b i t s  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  T V i s m  tho u s u a l l y  
in r e l a t i o n  to one  o f  t he  f o r e g o i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Nu t r i x  
had a c o u p l e  of  p a m p h l e t s  out  a b o u t  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  and  
t h e r e  w e r e  t he  G i l b e r t  s t o r i e s .  T h a t  was  a b o u t  i t .  But  
a f t e r  T V i a  had b e e n i n  p u b l i c a t i o n  for a b o u t  a y e a r , i t  
b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  to t h o s e  who c o m m e r c i a l i z e  t h e  o f f 
b e a t  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r s / t h a t  t r a n s v e s t i s m  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e v i o u s l y  u n c u l t i v a t e d  a u d 
i e n c e .  If  t h i s  we r e  no t  so t h a t  l i t t l e  u p s t a r t  m a g a z i n e  
T RANS VES TI A w o u l d  h a v e  f o l d e d  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  f e w  
i s s u e s .  So t h e y  j u m p e d  on t he  b a n d w a g o n .  T o d a y  t h e 
re are a n u m b e r  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on t he  n e w s t a n d s  p a n d 
e r i n g  to t he  l o n e l y  y e a r n i n g s  o f  i s o l a t e d  TVs  who,  as 
a v i d l y  now as y o u  and I o n c e  d i d ,  s e e k  i n f o r m a t i o n  
and s a t i s f a c t i o n  in a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  f i n d  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t he  s u b j e c t .

W i t h  o ne  e x c e p t i o n  a l l  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  f r a u d 
u l e n t .  I c a l l  i t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e a l l y  d e a l  
wi t h  TVs  s uc h  as o u r s e l v e s .  T h e  p i c t u r e s  are  p o s e d  by  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  who are  u s u a l l y  h o m o s e x u a l ,  
t he  s t o r i e s  t h a t  p u r p o r t  to be h i s t o r i e s  and t h e  l e t t e r s  
w h i c h  are  c l a i m e d  to be w r i t t e n  by TVs  are  o b v i o u s l y  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  for t he  p u r p o s e .  One p u b l i s h e r  had t h e  
u n m i t i g a t e d  g a l l  and u n b e a t a b l e  c a n d o r  to p r i n t  on 
t he  b a c k  o f  h i s  f i r s t  i s s u e  s o m e t h i n g  to t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h i s  was  ’’ t he  g r e a t e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r a n s v e s t i c  l e t t e r s  
e v e r  w r i t t e n . ” As a c o m p l i m e n t  to h i m s e l f  he  c o u l d
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n o t  h a v e  b e e n  mo r e  g e n e r o u s .  It  was  r a t he r  f u n n y  t hat  
s o m e  o f  t he  l e t t e r s  in t h a t  f i r s t  i s s u e  sa i d t h a t  t h e y  
had "r e a d  a l l  y o u r  o t h e r  b o o k s  and m a g a z i n e s  and found 
t h e m  w o n d e r f u l "  or s o m e  s u c h .  How a p p r e c i a t i v e  c a n  
an a u d i e n c e  who  has  as y e t  no t  read I s sue  #1 g e t  in a d 
v a n c e  ?

T h e  f i e l d  has  g o t t e n  s uch  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  one  
o u t f i t  in Ne w York a c t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  out  a f u l l  s i z e d  
m a g a z i n e  i n  c o l o r ,  j u s t  l i k e  a g i r l i e  m a g a z i n e  a l l  a-  
b o u t  c r o s s  d r e s s e r s .

It  was  c a l l e d  " F e m a l e  M i m i c s "  and was  m a d e  up 
o f  a b o u t  a l l  t he  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be  t a k e n  f r o m the  
C a r o u s e l  i n  F r a n c e  and m a n y  o t h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  
p r e v i o u s l y  in p u b l i c a t i o n s  h e r e .  Nut r i x  has  a b o u t  20 
I m p e r s o n a t o r  b o o k s  out  now and t h e r e  are m a n y  o t h e r s  
i n  t he  s a m e  v e i n .  But T R ANS VES TI A was  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  
t h e  door  o p e n e r  and t he  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  p r o v e d  t h e r e  
was  t r u l y  a TV a u d i e n c e  to p u b l i s h  f o r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h o s e  who  l o o k  at  t h i n g s  o n l y  i n  t h e l i g h t  o f  t h e  m o n e y  
to  be  m a d e  did n o t  g e t  t he  me s s a g e - - T h a t  w h i l e  t h e r e  
are m a n y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p e r s o n a t o r s ,  and m a n y  h o m o 
s e x u a l  q u e e n s  who  c r os s  dr e s s ,  t h e r e  are v a s t  n u mb e r s  
o f  m e n  who  are no t  o n l y  l o v e r s  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  but  
l o v e r s  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  t o o .  T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  do no t  c a t e r  
to t h i s  f i e l d  but  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o l l e c t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
m o n e y  f r o m i t  b e c a u s e  u n t i l  a TV has  b r o k e n  the  h o l d  
o f  l o n e l i n e s s  and i s o l a t i o n  and f ound  h i s  own ki nd  
t h r o u g h  TR A N S V E S T I A  he  w i l l  buy a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  that  
d e a l s  w i t h  c r o s s  d r e s s i n g .

So we  b r o k e  t he  t r a i l  and h a v e  b e e n  f o l l o w e d * .  
W e ' v e  b e e n  c o p i e d  t o o - - a s  m o s t  o f  y o u  k n o w - p h o t o 
c o p i e s  o f  T V i a  h a v i n g  b e e n  m a d e  and s o l d  a l l  o v e r  t he  
c o u n t r y .  But w h a t  o f  t he  f u t u r e  o f  TRANS VES TI A i t s e 
l f ?  So me  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a j o u r n a l  o f  o p i n i o n - - o n e  
w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  a l l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  cros s  d r e s s i n g  
as a b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n  w h e t h e r  i t  be  h o m o s e x u a l ,  f e t -  
i s h t i c ,  m a s o c h i s t i c  or j u s t  e r o t i c .  T h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  a 
p l a c e  to be  m a d e  for t h i s  t y p e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Af t e r  
a l l ,  e v e r y b o d y  i s  e n t i t l e d  to a h e a r i n g  and a f o r um in  
w h i c h  to e x p r e s s  h i s  v i e w s .  But I s t a r t e d  T V i a  for my  
own k i nd o f  p e o p l e - - p e o p l e  who w e r e  l i k e  m y s e l f  whom  
I c o u l d  f i n d ,  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  and h e l p .  T h e r e  are
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t h o s e  who w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  v e r y  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  and  
c o n c e i t e d - - and such c h a r g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  i n  o n e  
way or a n o t h e r - - b u t  i t  i s n ' t .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I ’ve  b e e n  
a l o n g  t h i s  r o a d ,  I know t he  l a n d m a r k s  and t he  sharp  
c u r v e s ,  t he  v i e w  f rom t he  h i g h l a n d  as w e l l  as t h e  g l o o m  
f rom t he  d e p t h s .  I f e e l  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  s o m e  g u i 
d a n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  to  t h o s e  who  are  l i k e  m y s e l f  
and i t  is for y o u  t h a t  I w r i t e .  Ot hers  ma y  buy  and e n 
j o y  t he  rra g a z i n e  and t h e y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be  t u r n e d  
a w a y ,  but  t he  h e a r t  o f  t he  t h i n g ,  the i d e a  b e h i n d  a l l  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  I h a v e  i n i t i a t e d  r e m a i n s  t he  s a m e . F i n d  
t h e m  in t h e i r  l o n e l i n e s s ,  f r e e  t h e m  f r o m t h e i r  g u i l t ,  
g u i d e  t h e m  t o wa r d  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e  and r e l e a s e  t h e m  to  
e n j o y  a f u l l e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t he  t o t a l i t y  o f  b e i n g  a h u 
man .

I am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  are  t h o u s a n d s  m o r e  l i k e  
y o u  who read  t h e s e  l i n e s  who  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  f o u n d  
and t h e r e  a l w a y s  w i l l  be,  for  t h e  m o t i v e s  b e h i n d  t h i s  
b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n  are  far mo r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t h i n g s  in  
m o d e r n  c u l t u r e  t h a n  t h e  " a u t h o r i t i e s ” r e a l i z e  and t h e y  
are g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  f ound  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  and  

r e s e a r c h e s  n o t  e v e n  r e m o t e l y  r e l a t e d  to T V i s m  as s u c h .  
So my e f f o r t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be  a i m e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  at  
t r y i n g  to p r o m o t e  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  
bot h  by i t s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and by p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s  and  
to try to r e l a t e  our p o s i t i o n  to t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  o t h e r s  
who are a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  wi t h  t he  s t udy  o f  g e n d e r  r o l e s  
in our s o c i e t y .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  d e e p  
and i m p o r t a n t  u n d e r l y i n g  t h i s  p a t t e r n  w h i c h  is f ar  mo r e  
n a t u r a l  and r e a s o n a b l e  t h a n  g e n e r a l l y  t h o u g h t ,  so I 
c a n n o t  g i v e  up s p a c e  to t h o s e  who  cr y  " s i c k ,  s i c k " ; who  
c o n s i d e r  TV a p e r v e r s i o n  or who  t h i n k  o f  us as " l a t e n t "  
h o m o s e x  u a l s .

In s o m e  q u a r t e r s  t h i s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  an a r b i 
t rary a t t i t u d e  on my  p a r t ,  o f  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I a m r i g h t  
and b e i n g  u n w i l l i n g  to  l i s t e n  to o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .
In f a c t  o ne  o f  our l o n g  t i m e  r e a d e r s ,  who  ha s  a d e c i d 
e d l y  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  f r o m m i n e ,  i n d i c a t e d  v e r y  
s t r o n g l y  i n  a r e c e n t  l e t t e r  t h a t  my  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  to  
d e v o t e  s p a c e  i n  T V i a  to s u c h  d i v e r g e n t  o p i n i o n s  was  
a m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  and p r o b a b l y  e r r o n e o u s  
n a t u r e  o f  my p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  I was  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  e x p o s e  
my r e a d e r s  to  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s
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Eve r y  m a g a z i n e  i s  f o u n d e d  on s o m e  sort  of  p r i n c i 
p l e .  T h i s  o n e  i s  f o u n d e d  on t he  p u r p o s e s  o u t l i n e d  p r e -  
v o u s l y  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  - - t o  a i d  r e a d e r s  t o wa r d  s e l f - a c 
c e p t a n c e  and p e a c e o f  m i n d .  T h i s  b e i n g  t he  c a s e  I c a n 
n o t  e i t h e r  in c o n s c i e n c e  or g o o d  s e n s e  d e v o t e  s p a c e  to 
a r t i c l e s  t e l l i n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  t he  o n l y  l o g i c a l  end  to T V -  i 
i s m  is h o m o s e x u a l i t y  or tr a h s c x  ua l i s m . I c a n n o t  p e r s o n O : 
a l l y  a c c e p t  t he  c o n c e p t  p r o p o s e d  by s o m e  t ha t  t h i n g s  
are  bo u n d  to g e t  wo r s e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  g e t  b e t t e r ,  nor  
t h a t  we  are a l l  on a d a n g e r o u s  t o b o g g a n  and b e t t e r  g e t  
o f f  b e f o r e  i t ’s t o o  l a t e .  I d o n ’ t b e l i e v e  t h i s  but  t h a t  
i s n ’ t t h e  r e a s o n  I w o n ’t g i v e  i t  s p a c e .  I s i m p l y  d e s i r e  i 
to h e l p  p e o p l e  g e t  rid o f  t he  l o n e l i n e s s ,  g u i l t  and f e ar  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  w a l l o w e d  i n  for y e a r s  and c o m e  out  i n t o  j 
t h e  l i g h t  o f  s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and a c c e p t a n c e  to s e e k  
h a p p i n e s s .  T h i s  b e i n g  the  c a s e  t he  cry of  c a l a m i t y ,  
c h a o s  and d e g e n e r a t i o n  j u s t  d o e s n ’t b e l o n g  h e r e .  It 
s h o u l d  f i n d  i t s  p l a c e  i n  a m a g a z i n e  o f  o p i n i o n ,  o ne  d e d 
i c a t e d  to p r i n t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  s u b m i t t e d  w i t h o u t  
r e g a r d  to i t s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  to any c a u s e  or p o i n t  o f  v i e w

T h e r e  are t h o s e  a m o n g  y o u  who  wo u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  
a m a g a z i n e  l i k e  t h a t  e i t h e r  i n  p l a c e  of  or in a d d i t i o n  
to T R A N S V E S T I A ,  but  t h e r e  are m a n y  m a n y  mo r e  who  
a r e ,  and e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  as b e i n g ,  h a p p y  j u s t  to 
c o m e  o ut  i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  and be g i v e n  a c h a n c e  to e x a m 
i n e  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  m o t i v a t i o n s  in t he  w h o l e s o m e  
l i g h t  o f  o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  and a g u i l t - f r e e  r e a p p r a i  
s a l .  T h i s  i s  our p u r p o s e  i n  b e i n g  and I p r o p o s e  to c o n 
t i n u e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .

So,  e v e r y t h i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ,  I t h i n k  we h a v e  a very!  
c r e d i t a b l e  f i r s t  f our  y e a r s  to l o o k  b a c k  on.  At the  
s a m e  t i m e ,  i n  h o n e s t y ,  we mu s t  a d m i t  we h a v e  h a r d l y  
m a d e  a d e n t  in t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  p r o b l e m  of  u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g  and e d u c a t i o n .  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  my  
d e s i r e  to p u b l i s h  a s e r i o u s  s t u d y  of  t he  s u b j e c t  by the  
F o u n d a t i o n ,  and I h a v e  s o l i c i t e d  s e r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  f rom  
y o u  for t h i s  p u r p o s e .  So far t he  r e s p o n s e  has  b e e n  s ma-
11. A g a i n  I ask t h a t  t h o s e  who  h a v e  s o m e  s e r i o u s ,  w e l l  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h o u g h t s  on s o me  p h a s e  of  the  g e n d e r -  - T V  
p r o b l e m  s u b m i t  a r t i c l e s .

m a t t e r  should be c l a r i f i e d  once and for a l l .
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On t he  21st  of  J a n u a r y  ’’y our s  t r u l y ” t he  Ed i t o r  
of  T V i a ,  P r o p r i e t r e s s  of  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  and  
Mai d of  a l l  work in t h e s e  part s  w e n t  i n t o  t he  h o s p i t a l  
for s u r g e r y ,  V i r g i n i a  l i k e s  to t h i n k  o f  i t  as a h y s t e r e c t 
o my  b e c a u s e  t he  g i r l s  a l l  say t h e y  f e e l  so m u c h  b e t t e r  
a f t e r w a r d ,  but  s i n c e  i t  was  C h a r l e s ,  t he  s u r g e o n  w o r k 
ed on,  I ’ m a f r a i d  a l l  he  did was  a d o u b l e  h e r n i a  r e 
p a i r .  Wh i l e  t h i s  o n l y  r e q u i r e s  a b o u t  f i v e  da y s  i n  t he  
h o s p i t a l ,  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a n u m b e r  o f  w e e k s  o f  c o n v a l 
e s c e n c e .  T h i s ,  l i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e ,  i s  a m i x 
ed b l e s s i n g .  On t h e  one  hand I h a v e  a c h a n c e  to c l e a r  
up t he  me s s  t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n ,  w i l l  g e t  
s o me  t h i n g s  read and e d i t e d  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l a y i n g  a-  
b o u t  for s o m e  t i m e  w a i t i n g  for m e ,  and I ’l l  e v e n  try  
to g e t  o f f  a l e t t e r  or t wo ,  and p e r h a p s  g e t  s o m e  a r t i 
c l e s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  n e e d  d o i n g .

On t he  o t h e r  hand I ' m not  g o i n g  to be  a b l e  to 
g e t  a b o u t  so e a s i l y ,  so t he  m a i l i n g  w i l l  h a v e  to be done 
by o t h e r s  and t h i s  w i l l  o c c a s i o n  s o m e  d e l a y .  So p l e a s e  
be p a t i e n t  a b o u t  t he  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s .  I t r i e d  d e s p a r a t e -  
l y  to g e t  t h i s  i s s u e  in t h e  h a n d s  o f  t he  p r i n t e r  b e f o r e  
I w e n t  i n ,  but  i t  w o n ’t be  p r i n t e d  t i l l  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  
Fe br uar y  1st .  T h e n  s i n c e  I w o n ' t  be  a b l e  to p a r t a k e  in  
t he  m a i n  m a i l i n g ,  t h a t  t o o  w i l l  be  d r a g g e d  o u t .  So ,  by  
the  t i m e  y o u  are r e a d i n g  t h i s ,  y o u  are p r o b a b l y  a l l  
wo r k e d  up i n t o  a s w e a t  b e c a u s e  i t  has  b e e n  l a t e ,  but  
now y o u  know w h y .

I h a v e  for s o m e t i m e  b e e n  b e h i n d ,  as y o u  are  
w e l l  a w a r e .  A l l  I c a n  say to a l l  o f  y o u ,  i s  p l e a s e  be  
p a t i e n t  w i t h  m e ,  y o u ' l l  g e t  t h i n g s  as s o o n  as I c a n  m a n 
a g e  t h e m .  If  y o u  d o n ’ t g e t  an i t e m  for  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  
y o u  e x p e c t  i t ,  d o n ’t be  h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  to ask  
a b o u t  i t ,  but  d o n ’t e x p e c t  to g e t  an a n s w e r .  T h i s  i s n ’t 
m e a n t  s a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  but  w h e n  I g e t  i n q u i r i e s  l i k e  t h a t  
I c h e c k  to s e e  w h e t h e r  i t  was  s e n t .  If  i t  wa s  I f i g u r e  
t he  s h i p m e n t  and t he  l e t t e r  c r o s s e d  i n  t h e  m a i l  and I
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d o n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  a b o u t  i t .  I f  I f i nd no r e c o r d  
o f  t he  o r d e r  or i f  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  
i t  1*11 a n s w e r .  But  i f  a c o u p l e  of  w e e k s  go by a f t e r  y o u  
a s k e d  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  and s t i l l  i t  d o e s n ’t c o m e  t h e n  t he  
p r o b a b i l i t i e s  are  t h a t  y o u  are  t he  u n f o r t u n a t e  v i c t i m  
o f  w h a t  we  m i g h t  e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y  c a l l  a ’’p o s t a l  i r r e g u 
l a r i t y . ” A b o u t  2 or 3 out  o f  e v e r y  m a i n  m a i l i n g  n e v e r  
g e t s  t h e r e .  S i n c e  t h i s  a l w a y s  m a k e s  t he  r e a d e r  u n h a p p y  
I t a k e  a l o t  o f  p a i n s  to  be  sure  i n  my r e c o r d s  so t ha t  
I c a n  be s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  no t  my f a u l t .  I f  t h e r e  is  
any  d o u b t  i n  my m i n d  I r e s h i p  w i t h o u t  c o s t ,  but  i f  I 
c a n  be sure  t h a t  t h e  t r o u b l e  a r o s e  a f t e r  I put  t he  s h i p 
m e n t  in t h e  m a i l  box  t h e n  I h a v e  a s t a n d i n g  o f f e r  to 
s p l i t  t h e  c o s t  b e t w e e n  us and r e s h i p  on r e c e i p t  o f  h a l f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i c e . T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t h o s e  t h a t  c o n s i d 
e r e d  t h i s  to be  a r a c k e t  on my p ar t ,  but  t h e r e  h a v e  a l 
so b e e n  t h o s e  who  upon  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t he  m a t t e r  f ound  
t h a t  s o m e b o d y  had b e e n  t a m p e r i n g  wi t h  t h e i r  m a i l ,  m i s 
d e l i v e r i n g  i t ,  e t c .

I had  h o p e d  to  m a k e  s o m e  c h a n g e s  i n  t he  f o r m a t  
o f  T V i a  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e ,  but  t he  hurry o f  t r y i n g  to g e t  
i t  o u t  b e f o r e  my  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  m a d e  t h i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  
H o w e v e r ,  y o u  c a n  l o o k  f or war d  to a l i t t l e  l i v e n i n g  up 
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .

In t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  I g a v e  e v e r y o n e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  
to m a k e  p o i n t e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  as to w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  
c o u l d  be  i m p r o v e d  a b o u t  t he  m a g a z i n e .  J u d g i n g  by t he  
s k i m p y  r e s p o n s e  T V i a  mu s t  be  j u s t  a b o u t  p e r f e c t ,  or e l 
se e v e r y o n e  i s  a f r a i d  to l e t  f l y ,  b e c a u s e  I g o t  very  f e w  
s u g g e s t i o n s  or c r i t i c i s m s .  Mo s t  of  w h a t  I h a v e  g o t t e n  
has  b e e n  i n  t h e  f or m of  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  I c a n n o t  p e r 
s o n a l l y  c a r r y  o u t .  Th u s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  g i r l s  w o u l d  l i ke  
to s e e  F a s h i o n ,  a m e d i c a l  r e v i e w  s e c t i o n ,  m a k e u p  i n 
s t r u c t i o n  e t c .  I a g r e e  t h e s e  w o u l d  a l l  be  v a l u a b l e ,  but  
I c a n n o t  w r i t e  t h e m  as w e l l  as e d i t  a l l  o f  C h e v a l i e r  
P u b ' s  o u t p u t .  I h o p e  t h e r e  are  t h o s e  a m o n g  t he  r e a d e r -  
s h i p  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  a v a i l a b l e  for t he  g o o d  
o f  a l l  by u n d e r t a k i n g  to do s o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .
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/ 1  Picnic to-PcmemM-cn,
by M a r i ly n  ( 4 7 - 1 - 1  FPE )

It was  a b r i g h t  and b e a u t i f u l  s u m m e r  in F a i r s d a l e .  
It was e v e n  mo r e  so b e c a u s e  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  I now had  
a g i r l f r i e n d  wh o m I was  sure was  t he  " r e a l  t h i n g " .  
A l t h o u g h  I had r e c e n t l y  t urned 18 y e a r s  o l d ,  I had  
n e v e r  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in d a t i n g  g i r l s ,  d e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  
t ha t  a l l  s e e m e d  to l i k e  m e .

My f r i e n d s h i p  wi t h  g i r l s  had b e e n  mo r e  as t h o u g h  
I we r e  a b r o t h e r  or, m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y ,  a s i s t e r  to t h e m .  
T h e y  wo u l d  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  d a t e s  wi t h  me ,  t he  c l o t h e s  
t h e y  had b o u g h t ,  t h e i r  s e w i n g  i d e a s .  I mu s t  say t h a t  
I e n j o y e d  t h i s .

I had b e e n  r a i s e d  in a f a m i l y  of  g i r l s  and i t  s e e m 
ed o n l y  n a t u r a l  to t a l k  of  g i r l s  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e n  t o o ,  I 
was c o n s i d e r e d  s o m e w h a t  of  a d e l i c a t e  c h i l d  and t r u l y  
had b e e n  g i v e n  the  t e n d e r  t r e a t m e n t  of  a l l  my f a m i l y  
t hat  one  wo u l d  n o r m a l l y  e x p e c t  to  be g i v e n  to my  s i s 
t e r s .

Of t e n  I had t r i e d  to d a t e  g i r l s ,  but  i t  was  a l w a y s :  
"Oh,  no,  M e r r i l l ,  i t  wo u l d  be mo r e  fun to j u s t  be  
f r i e n d s  wi t h  yo u";  "Me,  M e r r i l l ?  Oh,  y o u  d o n ’ t wa n t  
to go  out  wi t h  m e . "  T h e y  a l w a y s  a c t e d  as t h o u g h  
t h e i r  s i s t e r  had j u s t  as ke d  t h e m to go  out  on a d a t e .

But D e b b i e  had j us t  r e c e n t l y  m o v e d  to F a i r s d a l e .  
She was 20 y e a r s  old and I t h o u g h t  j u s t  a b o u t  t he  m o s t  
b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  I had e v e r  s e e n .  She  was b l o n d e  and her  
g o r g e o u s  f l o w i n g  ha i r  s w e p t  down a b o u t  her  n e c k  in 
the  mo s t  r e c e n t  f e m i n i n e  s t y l i n g .  Her f i g u r e  was  
h o u r - g l a s s  in a p p e a r a n c e ;  I was  not  sure w h e t h e r  i t  had  
b e e n  a s s i s t e d  by c o r s e t  t r a i n i n g  or n o t .  She  had l o v e 
ly l o n g  l e g s  and her  c l o t h e s  were  e x q u i s i t e .  Wh i l e  
c a s u a l l y  she  o f t e n  d r e s s e d  in j e a n s  and s w e a t s h i r t ,  her  
d r e s s - u p  a t t i r e  was  by c o n t r a s t  s t r i k i n g l y  l o v e l y .
S a t i n s ,  t a f f e t a s ,  f r i l l y  p e t t i c o a t s - - I  am f rank to say  
t h e y  m a d e  me  e n v i o u s .

D e b b i e  l i v e d  by h e r s e l f  in a r e a l  c u t e  a p a r t m e n t
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on s i x t h  s t r e e t .  Wh i l e  she had onl y  b e e n  he r e  a short  
t i m e ,  she n e v e r t h e l e s s  had a c q u i r e d  a n u mb e r  of  g i r l 
f r i e n d s  and D e b b i e ' s  a p a r t m e n t  s e e m e d  to be the  g a t h e r 
i n g  p l a c e  for l o t s  of  " g i r l - t a l k ” s e s s i o n s .  She  had  
e v e n  f o r me d  a g i r l s '  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y  to wh i c h  20 of  the  
d a r l i n g e s t  g i r l s  of  F a i r s d a l e  now b e l o n g e d .

I had t a k e n  her  out  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  and e a c h  t i m e  
b e c a m e  mo r e  and mo r e  f a s c i n a t e d  by thi s  l o v e l y  g i r l .  
Her f a c e ,  f i g u r e  and p e r s o n a l i t y  we r e  c e r t a i n l y  to my  
l i k i n g ,  but  her  c l o t h e s ,  t oo ,  h e l d  my a t t e n t i o n .  I 
t h o u g h t  we m a d e  a go o d  c o u p l e  t oo ,  a l t h o u g h  o t hers  
t h o u g h t  she was  a bi t  t a l l  for m e .  A c t u a l l y  we we r e  
t he  s a me  h e i g h t - 5 ’4 " - b u t  wi t h  her  3" h e e l s  she di d  
a p p e a r  to d o m i n a t e  me .

Our b u i l d s  we r e  a p p a r e n t l y  c l o s e ,  t oo ,  i n s i z e .  I 
s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t he  t i m e  I was  at  her  ho us e  for the  
e v e n i n g  and had f o r g o t t e n  my r a i n c o a t .  D e b b i e  i n s i s 
t ed tli at  I we ar  hers  h o m e ,  a s s ur i ng  me  t hat  no one  
wo u l d  e v e r  n o t i c e  s i n c e  her  c o a t  wo ul d  f i t  me  p e r f e c t 
l y .  And i t  di d t o o .  But I k e p t  t o  t he  dark s i de  of  the  
s t r e e t  as her  c o a t  was  a l i g h t  p i n k - a  s hade  not  worn  
by t he  boys  of  F a i r s d a l e !

An e v e n t ,  wh i c h  I now l o o k  upon as a t ur ni ng  po i n t  
in my l i f e ,  t ook  p l a c e  on a br i g ht  Sa t ur da y  in Au g u s t .  
D e b b i e  had s u g g e s t e d  we go  on a p i c n i c  by S i l v e r  
Ri v e r ,  a l o v e l y  r i v e r  t ha t  f l o we d  a l o n g  t he  out er  e d g e  
of  F a i r s d a l e .  She  sai d to br i ng  a b a t h i n g  sui t  and t hat  
she wo ul d  pr e pa r e  a p i c n i c  l u n c h .  She adde d  t hat  i t  
wo ul d  be fun i f  I ’d br i ng a f o o t b a l l  a l o n g  for s o me  
a f t e r n o o n  r e c r c a t i o n .

The  i d e a  of  a f o o t b a l l  g a v e  me  s o me  c o n c e r n ,  
s i n c e  I was  no f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r .  In f a c t ,  I d i d n ’t own  
a f o o t b a l l  and had o nl y  p l a y e d  i t  of  n e c e s s i t y  in g ym  
c l a s s e s .  I wo u l d  h a r d l y  c l a s s  m y s e l f  as an A l l - A m e r 
i c a  n - -  un l e s s  t he r e  are A l l - A m e r i c a n  s u b s t i t u t e s ,  b e n c h  
wa r me r s  and sc ore k e e p e r s .  A c t u a l l y ,  I had n e v e r  l i k e d  
the  g a m e  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the r o u g h n e s s  of  i t .

But i f  De b b i e  wa n t e d  to p l a y  c a t c h  t he r e  was  onl y  
one t h i n g  to do-  - b u y  a f o o t b a l l .  And so I i n v e s t e d  in 
o n e .  My e m o t i o n s  we r e  t e l l i n g  me " n o ” as I ma d e  the
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p u r c h a s e .  I t h o u g h t  " Go l l y ,  wh a t  i f  she d o e s n ’t l i k e  
my a b i l i t y ;  she m i g h t  not  go out  wi t h  me  a g a i n ,  " e t c .  
S t i l l  i t  d i d n ’t s e e m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a g i r l  c o u l d  p l a y  any 
b e t t e r  t h a n  e v e n  m e .  An y wa y  i t  was t oo  l a t e  t o do 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  Th e  c l e r k  had  g i v e n  me  t he  c h a n g e  
and my b a l l .  So of f  I we n t .

De b b i e  c a m e  by for  me  at  1 o ’c l o c k - I  had no c a r -  
and of f  we we n t  t o t he r i v e r .  We f ound  a b e a u t i f u l  
and s e c l u d e d  spot  3 or 4 mi l e s  out  of t o wn .

At  D e b b i e ’s s u g g e s t i o n  we d e c i d e d  t o  go s w i m m i n g  
b e f o r e  e a t i n g  l u n c h .  I we n t  ove r  b e h i n d  s ome  t r e e s  
and s l i p p e d  i n t o  my s u i t .  De b b i e  d r e s s e d  out  of s i g h t  
b e h i n d  h e r  c a r .

As I r e t u r n e d  t o t he  ca r ,  I o p e n e d  t he  door  and 
pu t  my t h i ngs  on t he  b a c k  s e a t .  In d o i n g  so,  I k n o c k 
ed D e b b i e ’s dress  of f  t he  h a n g e r ,  wh i c h  in t u r n  c a u s e d  
he r  p a n t i e s ,  br a  and s l i p  t o a l s o  dr op to the f l o o r .  
De b b i e  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  and saw me  j u s t  as I k n o c k e d  t h e  
c l o t h e s  of f .  I had  not  s e e n  h e r  an g r y  b e f o r e  bu t  she 
was n o w !

She c a m e  r u n n i n g  b a c k  and s a i d ,  " Wh a t  ARE you 
do i ng ,  Me r r i l l ?  Yo u ' v e  k n o c k e d  my f r e s h l y  i r o n e d  
dress  on to t he  g r o u n d .  And l ook  at  t he  d i r t  on i t .

[ Not  onl y t h a t  but  y o u ' v e  t h r o wn  my p a n t i e s  and t h i n g s  
| on t he  g r o u n d . "

I c o u l d n ' t  s p e a k .

De b b i e  c o n t i n u e d ,  "Is i t  t h a t  you wa n t  t o s ee  wh a t  
; my p a n t i e s  l ook  l i k e ?  Wel l ,  now you know d o n ’t y o u ! "  
j I r e d d e n e d  mo r e  at  e v e r y  wor d .  "Oh,  d o n ’t a p p e a r  so 

i n n o c e n t . "  She p a u s e d  and t h e n  s a i d ,  "Now p i c k  t h e m 
up and h a n g  t h e m up p r o p e r l y .  . . . I  o u g h t  t o ma k e  
you wash and i r o n  t h e m . "  Wi t h t h a t  she wa l k e d  a way  
down to t he  r i v e r ' s  e d g e .

I had no c h o i c e  bu t  to p i c k  t h e m up.  And I b e g a n  
to s hake  as I p i c k e d  up he r  p i nk  s a t i n  p a n t i e s  wi t h  
fu l l  l a c e  t r i m and he r  br a  of m a t c h i n g  m a t e r i a l .  I 
s l i p p e d  t h e m on t o  t he  h a n g e r  and t h e n  r e a c h e d  for  he r  
s l i p .  It was of p i nk  n y l on  s a t i n  and was a l s o  l a v i s h l y  
t r i m m e d  in l a c e .  I q u i c k l y  g l a n c e d  at  D e b b i e .  As
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she was  f a c i n g  a wa y ,  I q u i c k l y  h e l d  t he  s l i p  t o m y s e l f  
and was  i n e c s t a c y  in d o i n g  so.

T h e n  I p i c k e d  up t he  p i n k  p o l i s h e d  c o t t o n  dr e s s .
T h e  s k i r t  was  s l i g h t l y  f u l l  bu t  had  i t s ,  own b u i l t - i n  
t a f f e t a  p e t t i c o a t .  I t  s wi s hed  as I s l i p p e d  i t  on t o  t he  
h a n g e r .  Wi t h  a s i gh I pu t  D e b b i e ' s  c l o t h e s  b a c k  i n t o  
h e r  c a r .

D e b b i e  h a d  now t u r n e d  my way as I a p p r o a c h e d  her . j  
My f a c e  r e f l e c t e d  my h u m b l e n e s s  and she l a u g h e d  and 
s a i d ,  " Oh ,  c o m e  on ov e r  h e r e  and w e ' l l  f o r g e t  t he  
wh o l e  t h i n g . "  As f a s t  as she had  t u r n e d  on h e r  a n g e r ,  j 
she had  a l s o  l os t  i t .

As I a p p r o a c h e d  c l o s e  t o he r ,  I was  s h a k e n  by a n 
o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  D e b b i e ’s e y e s  s e e me d  t o l i g h t  up as I 
was a b o u t  10 f e e t  f r om h e r .  Wi t h a s mi l e  on her  f a c e ,  
she s a i d ,  " M e r r i l l ,  wa l k  b a c k  t o wa r d  t he  ca r  s e v e r a l  
f e e t  and t h e n  c o me  b a c k  t owa r d  m e . "  I was p u z z l e d  
bu t  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  and s t a r t e d  b a c k .

I m o v e d  t oo f a s t  for  h e r  and she as ked  me  to s l ow ; 
d o wn .  Af t e r  w a l k i n g  a ways ,  I was a b o u t  t o t ur n  
a r o u n d  wh e n  she s a i d ,  " k e e p  w a l k i n g  s l o wl y .  Put  your j  
l e f t  h a n d  on your  l e f t  h i p  wi t h  t h e  f i n g e r s  down;  and 
pu t  yo u r  r i g h t  h a n d  down,  a wa y  f r om t he  body,  p a l m  
i n and f i n g e r s  e x t e n d e d  o u t . "

Thi s  s e e m e d  s i m p l e  e n o u g h  and I f o l l o we d  i n s t r u c 
t i o n s  t o t he  l e t t e r - - I  now know,  t oo we l l !

D e b b i e  c a l l e d  out  t o c h a n g e  p o s i t i o n  of  my hands  
and t ur n  a r o u n d  and c o m e  t o wa r d  h e r .  I di d and when  
w i t h i n  15 f e e t ,  D e b b i e  pu t  h e r  h e a d  b a c k  and r o a r e d  
wi t h  l a u g h t e r .  I r e d d e n e d  a g a i n ,  s i n c e  I knew t h a t  
t he  l a u g h t e r  was a_t m e - n o t  wi t h  me .

I c a m e  to he r  and s t ood t h e r e  wi t h  h a n d s  s t i l l  in 
t h e  r e q u e s t e d  p o s e .  De b b i e  f i n a l l y  got  c o n t r o l  of  h e r 
s e l f  and s a i d ,  " Re a l l y ,  d a r l i n g ,  you h a v e  a l o v e l y  
f i g u r e .  And you  J  h o_u J_c[ go i n t o  m o d e l i n g . "

I was  s h o c k e d .  I had  a l wa y s  b e e n  c o n s c i o u s  of  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  my hi ps  we r e  l a r g e r  and my wa i s t  s m a l l 
e r  t h a n  mo s t  boys .  And I knew t oo t h a t  my s hou l de r s

2 0



we r e  no t  a t  a l l  b r o a d .  In f a c t ,  t h e y  we r e  m o r e  g i r l 
i sh a p p e a r i n g  t h a n  s o me  g i r l s ’ . I a l s o  had  b e c o m e  
a wa r e  t h a t  my b r e a s t s  we r e ,  wh i l e  no t  by any  me a n s  
t he  s i ze  of  a g i r l ’s, s t i l l  l oos e  and s l i g h t l y  e x t e n d e d .

S t i l l ,  i t  ha d  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  to me  t h a t  D e b b i e -  
s u r e l y  not  D e b b i e - w o u l d  e v e r  n o t i c e  or c a r e  a b o u t  such 
t h i n g s .  She had  a l wa y s  b e e n  so s e e m i n g l y  o t h e r w i s e  
a t t r a c t e d  to m e .  But  h e r e  she was a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  s a r 
c a s t i c  .

I a w a k e n e d  t o h e a r  he r  say,  ’’Me r r i l l ,  I had  n e v e r  
r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  how m u c h  you l o o k  l i k e  a g i r l .
So me  of t he  g i r l s  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  i t t o m e ,  bu t  I h a d n ’t 
pa i d  mu c h  a t t e n t i o n  wi t h  your  m a l e  c l o t h i n g  on and 
h i d i n g  your  jig.ur_e_* "

I m a n a g e d  to s t u m b l e  out ,  " G o l l y ,  D e b b i e ,  I - 1 - . . ” 
It  was l os t  t o  D e b b i e ’s f u r t h e r  c o m m e n t s ,  " Re a l l y ,  
Ho n e y ,  I t h i n k  your  m e a s u r e m e n t s  wou l d  e v e n  be b e t t e r  
t h a n  mi n e ,  and I ' m  r a t h e r  p r oud  of  my 36-  22-  3 6 . "
She l a u g h e d  as she s a i d ,  "And you  c o u l d  use a br a  for  
t h o s e , "  p o i n t i n g  to my b r e a s t s .

I b l u r t e d  out  t he  be s t  I c o u l d ,  " He c k ,  De b b i e ,  I 
c a n ’t h e l p  i t . "  And she s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y ,  bu t  v 1L:* 
h i d d e n  s a r c a s m s a i d ,  " Of  c o u r s e  you  c a n ’ t, d o l l ;  n e i t h 
er  c a n  I h e l p  m y  f i g u r e . "  Wi t h t h a t  she s a i d ,  " C o m e  
on,  l e t s  us %i r l s  r a c e  out  a c r os s  t he  r i v e r  to t he  o t h e r  
s i d e .  "

I s t ood t h e r e  a m o m e n t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  on he r  r e m a r k s .  
De b b i e  was a l r e a d y  at  t he  w a t e r ’s e d g e  and c a l l e d  to 
me to hur r y  up.  " I ’l l  e v e n  g i v e  you a h e a d  s t a r t , "  
she s a i d .  Wi t h t hi s  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  I h u r r i e d  down,  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  s h o wi n g  he r  up in t hi s  t e s t  of s w i m m i n g  
s t r e n g t h .

As I we n t  pa s t  h e r ,  s o m e t h i n g  m a d e  me  s t i c k  my 
hands  out  and push De b b i e  of f  b a l a n c e  and on he r  
b a c k  i n t o  t he r i v e r .  I s e t  of f  a c r os s  t he  wa t e r ,  s e l f -  
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  I woul d  h a v e  such a l e a d .  But  I h e a r d  
De b b i e  c o m e  up f r om he r  s u b me r g e d  a wk wa r d  p o s i t i o n ,  
f i g h t i n g  mad  and y e l l i n g ,  " Wa i t  t i l l  I c a t c h  you,  
young  l a d y !  "
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T h e s e  words  s e e m e d  to put  a drag on m e .  As i n 
t e n d i n g  as my mi n d  was  to b e a t  he r ,  my p h y s i c a l  s t r e n 
gt h  was  l a c k i n g .  When I was  a b o u t  2 / 3  of  the  way  
a c r o s s  and s l o w i n g  down mo r e  by t he  s e c o n d ,  I c o u l d  
h e a r  D e b b i e  but  a s t r i d e  or t wo  b e h i n d .  F e m a l e  t hat  
she  was ,  i t  was  n e v e r t h e l e s s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  she p o s s e s s e d  
a s u p e r i o r  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h .

It w a s n ’t mo r e  t han a f ew f e e t  mo r e  and she was up 
to  m e .  But i n s t e a d  of  p a s s i n g  m e ,  she l u n g e d  upon me  
and pus h e d  my w h o l e  f r a m e  under  t he  wa t e r ,  h o l d i n g  
m e  t h e r e  u n t i l  I t h o u g h t  I wo u l d  burs t .

T h e n  she b r o u g h t  me  up and d e m a n d e d ,  " T e l l  me 
y o u ’re sor ry and t h a t  y o u ’l l  n e v e r  do t h a t  a g a i n . "  I 
h e s i t a t e d  and b a c k  I we n t  u n d e r  t he  w a t e r .  When I 
c a m e  up,  I b r o k e  a l l  r e c o r d s  c o m p l y i n g  wi t h  he r  d e 
ni a n d s .

But  t hi s  was not  e n o u g h .  She a d d e d  t o my h u m i l i a 
t i o n  by i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  I say,  " I ’m a n a u g h t y  g i r l . "  I 
d i d  so q u i c k l y  but  s a d l y .  She t hen  t h r e w me b a c k w a r d s  
and we n t  on h e r  way to t he s hor e ,  p r o c l a i m e d  h e r s e l f  
t he  wi n n e r ,  and s wam b a c k  to t he  p o i n t  of b e g i n n i n g .

I w a i t e d  on t he  o t h e r  s i de  for  q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  r e f l e c t 
i n g  on a l l  t h a t  had  h a p p e n e d  i n such a shor t  t i m e .  I 
c o u l d  see b e a u t i f u l  De b b i e  ac r os s  t he  r i v e r ,  p r e p a r i n g  
l u n c h ,  as t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  had h a p p e n e d .

I was  f i l l e d  wi t h  m i x e d  e m o t i o n s .  I had wa n t e d  
so to ma k e  a h i t  wi t h  D e b b i e ,  s h o wi n g  of f  what  s k i l l s  
l m i g h t  h a v e ,  a c t i n g  t he  b o a s t f u l  m a l e .  I was  f a i l i n g  
m i s e r a b l y  in t hi s  and y e t ,  I was  e x p e r i e n c i n g  an u n u s 
ual  but  t rul y  g l o r i o u s  f e e l i n g .  I was  b e i n g  d o m i n a t e d  
by D e b b i e  and I l i k e d  i t - I  r e a l l y  l i k e d  i t !  But did she  
l i k e  me t hi s  way?  I d e c i d e d  t hat  she mus t  not  and t hat  
[ mus t  do al l  I c o u l d  to r e g a i n  s t a t ur e  in her  e y e s .

Ba e k I we n t  to t he  o t h e r  s i de ,  s l ower  an d i n d e e d  
wi s e r .  De b b i e  was t h e r e  and r e a l l y  q u i t e  n i c e  to me ,  
s m i l i n g  wi t h  t h a t  g o r g e o u s  s mi l e  of h e r s .  I s t a r t e d  to 
a p o l o g i z e  and she sa i d ,  "Oh f o r g e t  i t ,  Me r r i l l ;  Le t ' s
e a l . ”

I was  d e l i g h t e d .  Pe r haps  she had f o r g o t t e n  a l l  of
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the past few minutes. Perhaps....

We t a l k e d  for  q u i t e  a w h i l e  and of m a n y  t h i n g s .
My c o n v e r s a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  t o wa r d  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  
and j ob p r o s p e c t s  for  t he  c o m i n g  f a l l .  I had  j u s t  g r a d 
u a t e d  f r om h i g h  s c h o o l  and had  f a i l e d  t o l ook  for  wor k 
as y e t .  (My t wo s i s t e r s  and my m o t h e r  a l l  wo r k e d  and 
we r e  s u p p o r t i n g  me  ve r y  n i c e l y .  My f a t h e r  h a d  p a s s 
ed a wa y  whe n  I was onl y  a ve r y  s m a l l  c h i l d . )

De b b i e  s e e m e d  to wa n t  t o t a l k  of h e r  i n t e r e s t s .
Her  new f a l l  d r e s s e s  she had  b o u g h t . .  Wha t  di d I t h i n k  
of t h e m . . . D i d  I l i k e  t he  new f a s h i o n s . . .  Her  s e c r e t  
s o c i e t y  or s o r o r i t y  of g i r l s . . . H o w  m u c h  fun t he y  had 
a t  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  and s o c i a l  e v e n t s . . . S h e  wi s hes  t h a t  
I wer e  a m e m b e r . . . H o w  m u c h  fun t h a t  wou l d  b e . . .

I l i s t e n e d  t o a l l  of  t h i s  and a c c e p t e d  i t  w i t h o u t  
t oo mu c h  e m b a r r a s s m e n t . . .  But  whe n  she s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  
of he r  new c u t e  y e l l o w  bikini -  p a n t i e s  wi t h  l a c e  t r i m 
and f l o r a l  d e s i g n ,  my f a c e  b e g a n  to bur n  up.  I q u i c k 
ly s u g g e s t e d  we t hr ow t he  f o o t b a l l  a r o u n d .  A n y t h i n g  
was b e t t e r  t h a n  c o n t i n u i n g  t h i s  k i nd of t a l k  whe n  my 
e m o t i o n s  we r e  so - ev i den t .

She s e e me d  d e l i g h t e d  to t h r ow t he f o o t b a l l .  As I 
we n t  t o ge t  i t  f r om t he  ca r ,  she r e m a r k e d  how she had  
she b e e n  a boy,  woul d  h a v e  l o v e d  to h a v e  b e e n  a q u a r 
t e r b a c k .  She s a i d ,  " You  know,  i t * s r e a l l y  t oo bad 
t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n ' t  p l a y  t he  r o l e  t h a t  f i t s  t h e m b e s t .
Do n ' t  you  t h i n k  so,  M e r r i l l ? ” I b u r i e d  my h e a d  in t he  
ca r  in s e a r c h  for  t he  b a l l ,  no t  a n s w e r i n g .  Her  r e m a r k  
s e e me d  to be m e a n t  for  me ,  not  r e a l l y  for  De b b i e  h e r 
s e l f .

I f ound t he  b a l l  and De b b i e  g r a b b e d  i t  f r om me ,  
r u n n i n g  down t he  open  f i e l d  a r e a  by t he  r i v e r  15 or 20 
y a r d s .  She s t o p p e d  and sa i d ,  "Now ov e r  t o your  r i g h t  
and I ’l l  t hr ow you a p a s s . ” I was no e x p e r t  r u n n e r  
(or  e x p e r t  a n y t h i n g ,  for  t h a t  m a t t e r )  but  r an  in a w k 
ward s t y l e  to my r i g h t .  De b b i e  c o c k e d  he r  a r m b a c k  
and t h r ew a s p i r a l  to me t h a t  woul d  h a v e  b e e n  t he  e n v y  
of any c o l l e g e  q u a r t e r b a c k .  It  f l o a t e d  to me  and was 
a c c u r a t e  and tr ue .

I d r o p p e d  i t !
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T h e  b a l l  h a d  b o u n c e d  c r a z i l y  a l o n g  t he  g r ound  
and  I f o l l o w e d ,  j u s t  as c r a z i l y ,  a f t e r  i t .  I p i c k e d  i t  
up and  saw D e b b i e  a b o u t  20 y a r d s  a w a y .  Gr i p p i n g  t he 
b a l l  as c a r e f u l l y  as I c o u l d  ( my  h a n d s  we r e  s m a l l  and 
I ’ve b e e n  t o l d ,  s a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  ’’d a i n t y ”),  I t h r e w t he  
b a l l  t o wa r d  D e b b i e .

" T o w a r d ” is t he  b e s t  t h a t  one c o u l d  say for  i t .  
Wo b b l i n g  m i s e r a b l y  and s l i g h t l y  a wa y  f r om De b b i e ,  t he  
b a l l  f e l l  5 y a r d s  s hor t  of t he t a r g e t .

D e b b i e  p i c k e d  up t he  b a l l  and h e l d  i t  for an i n 
s t a n t .  She t h e n  put  h e r  h a n d s  on he r  h i ps  and sa i d ,  
" C a n ’ t you  t h r ow any  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ? . . M y  gosh,  you 
t h r ow l i k e  a g i r l ! ” Her  v o i c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  such an 
i n d i c t m e n t  was j u s t  a b o u t  t he  wor s t  t h i n g  p o s s i b l e .

I l a u g h e d  e m b a r r a s s i n g l y  and s a i d ,  ” Oh sure ,  t he  
b a l l  j u s t  s l i p p e d . ” I was  onl y c o n d e m n i n g  m y s e l f  to 
wor s e  t h i n g s .  ’’Th r o w i t  to m e , ” 1 c a l l e d .

D e b b i e  di d and a g a i n  t he b a l l  p r a c t i c a l l y  k n o c k e d  
inc of f  my f e e t ,  and a g a i n  i t  f e l l  t o t he g r o u n d .  
Q u i c k l y  I we n t  a f t e r  i t  and in d o i n g  so m a n a g e d  to 
f a l l  o v e r  my own f e e t ,  f a l l i n g  f l a t  on my f a c e .  D e b 
b i e  c a l l e d  out ,  " N i c e  t a c k l e ” and t u r n e d  a wa y .  I 
s t u m b l e d  t o  my f e e t  and r e t r i e v e d  t he b a l l .

De b b i e  was now a b o u t  15 ya r ds  away and she i n 
s t r u c t e d  me to t hr ow to he r  as she mo v e d  t o he r  r i g h t .  
She s t a r t e d  of f  and I p u l l e d  my a r m s t r a i g h t  b a c k .  I 
t h r us t  my a r m f o r war d  and,  in d o i n g  so,  b r u s h e d  my 
h e a d  wi t h  my a r m.  Th e  b a l l  a g a i n  went  s i c k l y  f o r 
war d ,  a w k wa r d l y  and far  of f  t he t a r g e t .

De b b i e  a s s u r e d  me ,  " H o n e s t l y  Me r r i l l ,  75% of t he 
g i r l s  i n my s o r o r i t y  c a n  t hr ow b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t .  And 
t he  o t h e r  25% t hr ow j u s t  as we l l  as y o u ! ” She p a u s e d  
a ltd, as i f to e x t e n d  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e ,  a s ke d  i f  I c o u l d  
k i c k .  I q u i c k l y  sai d I c o u l d .  Wha t  e l s e  co u l d  I say?  
l> nt p r o v i n g  i t  was a n o t h e r  t h i n g .

She c a m e  ove r  and h a n d e d  me t he b a l l .  She 
l a u g h e d  t ha t  she d i d n ’ t want  to see me t a c k l e  my s e l f  
again.
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She r a c e d  down t he  f i e l d  a b o u t  30 y a r d s .  I wa n t e d  
to t e l l  he r  to c o me  in c l o s e r .  I h e l d  t he  b a l l  out  and 
l i f t e d  my f o o t  t o wa r d  i t .  Th e  b a l l  s l i t h e r e d  of f  to t he 
l e f t .  As I h u r r i e d l y  r us hed  over  and p i c k e d  i t  up,
D e b b i e  r e g i s t e r e d  h e r  d i s g u s t  by r e s t i n g  h e r  f a c e  over  
he r  u p r a i s e d  h a n d  and a r m,  s u p p o r t e d  by t he  o t h e r  hand  
and arm.

Th e  s e c o n d  t ry was  b e t t e r  but  t hi s  t i m e  my l eg  
we n t  so h i g h  and my t i m i n g  was so bad t h a t  t he  b a l l  
we n t  s t r a i g h t  up in t he  a i r .  Ag a i n  I r a c e d  for  t h e  b a l l  
bu t  D e b b i e  c a m e  t o wa r d  me  and s a i d ,  ” O h f o r g e t  i t ,  
t h a t  l a s t  k i c k  c o n v i n c e d  me  you b e l o n g  i n a chor us
l ine-jn_ot  on a f o o t b a l l  f i e l d ! ” D e b b i e  was g i v i n g  up 
on m e .  I had  f a i l e d  a g a i n  i n an e f f o r t  to c o n v i n c e  
he r  of  my ’’m a n l y  s u p e r i o r i t y ” over  h e r .

I s t ood  t h e r e  t r a g i c a l l y  as D e b b i e  c a m e  over  and 
sa t  down on t he  gr ass  in f r o n t  of m e .  She sa i d to s i t  
down t oo,  I d i d .  We sa t  t h e r e  l o n g  m o m e n t s  b e f o r e  
a n y o n e  s p o k e .  I was c o n s c i o u s  of  D e b b i e  l o o k i n g  me 
o v e r  as t h o u g h  to say,  " Wh a t  do you do wi t h  a p e r s on  
l i k e  t h i s ” or "How c o u l d  I h a v e  b e e n  so m i s t a k e n  a b o u t  
h i m .  I c o u l d  not  l ook  a t  he r ,  k e e p i n g  my e y e s  e i t h e r  
t o t he  g r o u n d  or of f  to t he s i d e .

F i n a l l y  she s p o k e .  ’’You know Me r r i l l ,  i t ’s r e a l l y  
a s h a me  you a r e n ’t a g i r l .  You h a v e  t he  f i gu r e  and 
f e a t u r e s  of a g i r l .  Rounded ,  sof t ,  d a i n t y  and f e m i n 
i n e !  And your  p h y s i c a l  a b i l i t y  is d e f i n i t e l y  g i r l i s h .
Why,  I ’ m b e t t e r  at  a t h l e t i c s  t h a n  you and y e t  I h a v e  
n e v e r  known a b o y - o t h e r  t h a n  y o u - t h a t  c o u l d  not  be s t  
me in a l l  s p o r t s . ” My e ye s  we r e  t u r n e d  f u r t h e r  away 
as I di d t he  onl y  t h i n g  I knew to a v o i d  t he  e m b a r r a s s 
m e n t  of tli e t r u t h  of wh a t  she s a i d .

She r e a c h e d  up and g e n t l y  p u l l e d  my f a c e  a r ound  
so t h a t  my e y e s  had  to l ook  t owa r d  h e r s .  She s mi l e d ,  
" H o n e s t l y ,  d a r l i n g ,  you mus t  a d m i t  t h a t  you _d_i_d e n j o y  
t he  f e e l  of my c l o t h e s  when  you re hung  t h e m for me .  
D i d n ’ t y o u ? "  1 c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  bu t  m u r m e r  an u n c o n 
v i n c i n g  " N - 11- n o . "  She s mi l e d  a k n o wi n g  l ook .

We sat  t h e r e  a few m o m e n t s  l o n g e r  and I cou l d  
t e l l  t ha t  h e r  mi n d  was n o w ha r d  at  wor k .  At  l a s t  she 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s a i d ,  " Me r r i l l ,  I ’ve an i d e a .  Why



d o n ’t we h a v e  a w r e s t l i n g  c o n t e s t ? ” My h e a r t  s unk .
"I wi l l  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e s t o r e  y o u r s e l f  as 
a ma n  in my e y e s .  Su r e l y  you c a n  b e a t  a l i t t l e  g i r l  

at  w r e s t l i n g ! ” She was not  c o n v i n c i n g .

She c o n t i n u e d  a l m o s t  a n t i c i p a t i n g l y ,  "Of  c o u r s e ,
i f  you shou l d  l o s e -------you woul d  s u f f e r  t he  c o n s e q u e n c e
I was a b o u t  to ask wh a t  t he  c o n s e q u e n c e s  wou l d  be,  
whe n  she h a s t i l y  a d d e d ,  "Of  c o u r s e ,  you  n e e d n ' t  wor r y  
a b o u t  t h a t .  How c o u l d  a we a k  l i t t l e  g i r l  b e a t
a r e a l  ma n  a t  w r e s t l i n g ? ” She q u i c k l y  c h a l l e n g e d ,
"How a b o u t  i t ? ”

I s t a m m e r e d  out  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I s hou l d  wr e s t l e  
a g i r l  and p o s s i b l y  i n j u r e  h e r .  She l a u g h e d  and sa i d 
t h a t  I s houl d  l e t  h e r  wor r y  a b o u t  t h a t .  I t r i e d  an e q u a l 
ly bad e x c u s e  i n  u r g i n g  t h a t  p e r h a p s  we s hou l d  g e t  on 
h o m e - t h a t  i t  was g e t t i n g  l a t e .  She r e s p o n d e d  by a s k 
i ng  t he  t e l l i n g  q u e s t i o n ,  " Wh a t ' s  t he  m a t t e r ?  Are you 
a f r a i d  of l o s i n g  to a g i r l ? ” I had  no f u r t he r  c h o i c e .

De b b i e  set  t he  r u l e s :  No ho l d s  b a r r e d .  Th e  w i n 
ner  woul d  be t he  f i r s t  one to m a k e  t he  o t h e r  say " I ,  am 
a s u b mi s s i v e ,  f e m i n i n e  y o u n g  l a d y . ” T h e r e  wou l d  be 
no t i me  l i m i t .

I t h o u g h t  "Oh,  n o ! "  But t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  I had 
t i me  to t h i n k ,  for  she was m o v i n g  over  to p o s i t i o n  and 
h a v i n g  me  do t he s a me .  M o m e n t a r i l y ,  she d e c l a r e d  
t he  m a t c h  was u n d e r w a y .

I s t ood t h e r e  but  not  D e b b i e .  She r a c e d  f o r wa r d  
and t a c k l e d  me as t h o u g h  she we r e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o o t 
b a l l  p l a y e r .  I we n t  r e e l i n g  b a c k w a r d  and s o l i d l y  to 
t he  g r o u n d .  She was t h e n  on t op of me  l i k e  a t i g e r ,  
m a n e u v e r i n g  to p i n  me  to t he  g r o u n d .

F o r t u n a t e l y  I t wi s t e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o u p s e t  he r  over  
on t he  gr a s s .  Th i s  onl y s e e me d  t o i n c r e a s e  he r  e f f o r t s .  
She now p u l l e d  me  over  and l o c k e d  h e r  l egs  a b o u t  my 
body and s t a r t e d  s q u e e z i n g .  It  h u r t  and I r e a c t e d  
f o o l i s h l y  to i t .  I s t a r t e d  to pu l l  he r  h a i r .  She t a u n t 
ed me  t h a t  I was w r e s t l i n g  j u s t  l i k e  a g i r l .  T h e n  she 
c a l l e d  me  n a me s  such as " s i s s y ” , " p a n s y " ,  " p a n t y -  
wa i s t " ,  " l i t t l e  g i r l " .  At  l a s t  I l e t  go of  he r  h a i r .
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Thi s  was  e n o u g h  to  l e t  D e b b i e  grab one  arm and 
q u i c k l y  t w i s t  i t  b e h i n d  my b a c k .  She  m o v e d  i t  q u i c k 
ly upward and i t  b e g a n  to throb in p a i n .  I c r i e d  out ,  
" D o n ' t ,  i t  h u r t s ! "  She  a n s w e r e d  b a c k  t h a t  I kne w what  
to say  to  s t op  i t .  I c o u l d  not  br i ng  m y s e l f  to  do i t .

T h e  p a i n  was  i n c r e a s e d  h o w e v e r  and,  wi t h  r e a l  
t e a r s  f a l l i n g ,  I s a i d ,  "I am a s u b m i s s i v e ,  f e m i n i n e  
y o u n g  l a d y . "  D e b b i e  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  I say i t  as t h o u g h  
I m e a n t  i t .  I was  f o r c e d  to r e p e a t  i t  a n d , w i t h  the  pa i n  
i n  my  arm and b o d y ,  I mu s t  say t h a t  I was  m o s t  c o n 
v i n c i n g .

D e b b i e  l e t  l o o s e  o f  me  and she had a s m i l e  of  
s u p e r i o r i t y ,  s uch  as I h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n .  I f e l l  b a c k 
ward o n t o  my b a c k  on t h e  g r a s s .  T h e  t e a r s  we r e  f a l l 
i n g  and D e b b i e  di d no t  h e l p  wh e n  she c o m m e n t e d  t ha t  
t h e  c r y i n g  was  t y p i c a l  of  a s u b s e r v i e n t  y o u n g  l a d y .

We l o o k e d  at  e a c h  o t h e r  for a m i n u t e  or so .  D e b 
b i e  t h e n  s p o k e .  "I c a n ’t t e l l  y o u  how d i s a p p o i n t e d  I 
h a v e  b e e n  i n  y o u r  l a c k  of  m a n l i n e s s .  I r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  
I was  g o i n g  wi t h  s o m e o n e  I c o u l d  r e a l l y  c a r e  f or .
But now I s e e  t h a t  t he  g i r l s  are r i g h t  a b o u t  y o u .  You  
are m o r e  g i r l  t h a n  b o y ! "  I f e l t  s i c k  as she p o u n d e d  
h o m e  her  p o i n t s .

" W e l l ,  I ’ve  m a d e  a m i s t a k e ;  so y o u ’re t hr ough  as 
a b o y f r i e n d  to m e . . . .  But t h a t  d o e s  not  m e a n  t h a t  y o u  
s h o u l d  no t  be a f r i e n d ,  b e c a u s e  I s t i l l  l i k e  y o u . . . .
But now,  as a g i r l f r i e n d .  Y o u ' v e  l o s t  the  w r e s t l i n g  
m a t c h ,  so now y o u  mu s t  a c c e p t  t he  c o n s e q u e n c e s .
And I ' m  no t  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  any n o n s e n s e  f rom y o u  e i t h 
er ,  do y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? "  Her words  we r e  m e n a c i n g  and 
I m a n a g e d  a s h a k e  of  the  h e a d .

D e b b i e  c o n t i n u e d .  "For one  t h i n g ,  as far as I ’ m 
c o n c e r n e d ,  y o u ’re no l o n g e r  " M e r r i l l " ,  but  I s h a l l  
h e r e a f t e r  c a l l  y o u ,  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  " M a r i l y n " .
Do y o u  l i k e  t h a t ?

I s t a r t e d  to  s h a k e  my h e a d  and say "no",  whe n  
she  b r o u g h t  he r  h a n d  a c r o s s  my f a c e ,  not  h e a v i l y  but  
e n o u g h  to h u r t .  I q u i c k l y  s a i d ,  " Y e s .  Y e s , D o n ' t  h i t  
m e !  "
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The f u t u r e  for  me  was f u r t h e r  r e l a t e d ,  " We ’ re 
go i ng  h o me  now and I t h i n k  i t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  you  
dress  t he  p a r t .  I*m g o i n g  to we a r  my b a t h i n g  s u i t .
You c a n  we a r  my o t h e r  c l o t h e s .  Now l e t ’s g o . "  She 
q u i c k l y  rose  and I l ay  t h e r e  s t u n n e d .  But  i n a m o m e n t  
I was on my f e e t  as she b r o u g h t  he r  h a n d  b a c k  as t h o u g h  
to s t r i k e .

She was e n t h u s i a s t i c  as she t a l k e d  on our  r e t u r n  to 
t he  c a r .  " A c t u a l l y " ,  she s a i d ,  " y o u ’re g o i n g  to l o v e  
t h i s " .  I f e a r e d  she was r i g h t .  I had  m i x e d  r e a c t i o n s  
as I t a g g e d  a l o n g ,  r e l u c t a n t  a p p e a r i n g ,  b e h i n d  t h i s  
s u d d e n l y  d o m i n a n t  D e b b i e .  I was  s h a k i n g  a l l  ove r  i n 
s i de  wi t h  e x c i t e m e n t  and a n t i c i p a t i o n ;  and y e t ,  i t  
was a f e e l i n g  of  a c t u a l l y  j o y o u s  e m o t i o n .  I was b e i n g  
l ed  i n t o  a f e m i n i n e  s t a t e  of  b e i n g - - s ome  t h i n g  t h a t  my  
m a s c u l i n e  s i de  ( l i t t l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was)  t o l d  me  to r e 
j e c t ,  but  t h a t  my o b v i o u s l y  f e m i n i n e  p a r t  was s i n g i n g  
out  wi t h  songs  of  v i c t o r y ,

I c o u l d  now see t he  l o v e l y  p i nk  p o l i s h e d  c o t t o n  
dress  h a n g i n g  t h e r e  i n  D e b b i e ’s c a r .  I c o u l d n ’ t see 
t h e m but  I knew wha t  was n e a t l y  h a n g i n g  wi t h  i t .
De b b i e  t ook  my h a n d  t he  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y a r d s  and s a i d ,  
" C o m e  on,  Ma r i l y n ,  d a r l i n g ,  i t ’s t i m e  to g e t  d r e s s e d . ” 
Her  p a c e  q u i c k e n e d  t i l l  she r e a c h e d  t he  c a r .

De b b i e  r e a c h e d  i n  and l i f t e d  t he  c l o t h e s  ou t  of  
t he  c a r .  She s l i p p e d  t he  dr ess  of f  t he  h a n g e r ,  r e v e a l 
i ng  t he  s l i p ,  br a  and p a n t i e s .  T a k i n g  t he  p i n k  s a t i n  
p a n t i e s ,  she h a n d e d  t h e m to me ,  s a y i n g ,  " Now,  M a r 
i l y n ,  I know t h a t  y o u ’re p a r t i c u l a r l y  m o d e s t  you n g  
l a d y .  So t a k e  t h e s e ,  go b e h i n d  t he  c a r  and s u b s t i t u t e  
t h e m for  t hos e  t e r r i b l e  s wi m t r unks  you  h a v e  on.  "

I t r i e d  a g a i n ,  "Oh,  D e b b i e ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  do t hi s  
to me .  Y o u ’re e m b a r r a s s i n g  me  s o . "  D e b b i e  shot  
b a c k ,  " l o o k ,  Ma r i l y n ,  you s hou l d  of t h o u g h t  of t h a t  
b e f o r e  you b e c a m e  such a s i ssy g i r l .  Bes i des  d a r l i n g ,  
d o i n g  wha t  s hou l d  be e n t i r e l y  n a t u r a l  t o you s h o u l d n ’ t 
r e a l l y  be so e m b a r r a s s i n g ! "  She e m p h a s i z e d  e a c h  
word to i t s  f u l l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

I t ook  t he  p a n t i e s  and was e l e c t r i f i e d  wi t h  t he  
s of t  c o o l  f e e l i n g .  Th e  p i nk  c h e e k s  g a v e  me  a wa y  as
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D e b b i e  s o f t l y  s a i d ,  " N i c e .  . . a r e n ' t  t h e y ,  M a r i l y n ?  
I d i d n ' t  a n s w e r .  I d i d n ' t  n e e d  to a n s we r .

I w e n t  b e h i n d  t he  Car and s l i p p e d  o f f  my t runks .  
T h e n  t a k i n g  t he  l o v e l y  p i nk  u n d e r g a r m e n t ,  I p u l l e d  i t  
a b o u t  my l e g s  and i n t o  p l a c e .  It was  a p e r f e c t  f i t  and 
I a b o u t  d i e d  wi t h  e x q u i s i t e  s e n s a t i o n .

R e t u r n i n g  to D e b b i e ,  I was  g r e e t e d  wi t h  an e x c l a m 
a t i o n  of  l a u g h t e r  and p r a i s e s  of  j o y .  "Oh,  h o n e y ,  
t h e y  l o o k  j u s t  t o o  s w e e t ! "  and " D o n ' t  y o u  j us t  l o v e  
t h e m ,  M a r i l y n ? "

The  f i r e  had now b e e n  k i n d l e d  and D e b b i e  we n t  
a b o u t  her  p l a n s  wi t h  e v e n  g r e a t e r  z e a l .  T a k i n g  the  
m a t c h i n g  s a t i n  bra,  she  had me  turn around and t he n  
a s s i s t e d  i n  s l i p p i n g  i t  t hr o ug h  my arms ,  ab o u t  my  
s h o u l d e r s  and wi t h  t he  ho o k s  in b a c k .  It was a s e c u r e  
f e e l i n g - a  s e n s e  of  s u b m i s s i o n .

D e b b i e  w e n t  for her  purse  and p u l l e d  out  2 s i l k  
h e a d  s c a r f s .  " M a r i l y n ,  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to h a v e  to add a 
b i t  in f r ont  h e r e ,  " p o i n t i n g  to my c h e s t ,  "but ,  u n t i l  
w e ' v e  a c q u i r e d  t he  pr ope r  bust  pads ,  t h e s e  s c a r v e s  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o . "  Wi th t ha t  she wound t h e m c a r e f u l l y  
and s e c u r e d  t h e m  n i c e l y  w i t h i n  the  p o c k e t s  of  the  bra. j

I l o o k e d  down,  wi t h  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  and a m a z e m e n t  
T h e y  a c t u a l l y  l o o k e d  l i k e  the  r e a l  t h i n g s .  I was i n 
w a r d l y  t r u l y  p r o ud .  A m o m e n t  l a t e r  l o v e l y  D e b b i e  
was h o l d i n g  up her  p i nk  n y l o n  s a t i n  s l i p .  My e y e s  
m o v e d  q u i c k l y  b a c k  and for t h f rom the s hi ny  s o f t  m a t 
e r i a l  to t he  l a v i s h  l a c e  w h i c h  g e n e r o u s l y  b o r d e r e d  i t .  j 
It was  t r u l y  g o r g e o u s .  I had b r i e f l y  f e l t  i t s  e x c i t i n g  
t o u c h  whe n  I had h e l d  i t  to my body  e a r l i e r .

L o o k i n g  me  s t r a i g h t  in the  e y e s  wi t h  t h a t  w i c k e d  
s m i l e  on her f a c e ,  she s l o w l y  s l i p p e d  t he  b e a u t i f u l  
g a r m e n t  over  my h e a d ,  t hr ough my arms and about  my  
b o d y .  I s h i v e r e d  as she did so .  K n o w i n g  b e t t e r ,  D e b 
b i e  a s k e d ,  ’’ Are y o u  c o l d ,  d o l l ? "

She  s t e p p e d  b a c k  and m o v e d  her h e a d  about  in 
c r i t i c a l  g l a n c e s .  At l a s t  she s m i l e d  b r o a d l y .  "Mar
i l y n ,  h o n e s t ,  y o u ' v e  go t  j us t  a b o u t  t he  b e s t  f i gur e  I ’ve
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e v e r  s e e n .  And my t h i n g s  f i t  you  j u s t  p e r f e c t l y ! "  1 
m i l d l y  p r o t e s t e d  t h r o u g h  r e d d e n e d  c h e e k s ,  bu t  I k n e w - -  
as di d D e b b i e - - t h a t  I r e a l l y  l o v e d  e v e r y  m o m e n t .

Soon t he  c u t e  f u l l - s k i r t e d  dr es s  was  f i t t e d  t o my 
" f i g u r e " .  I c a n ’ t t e l l  you  how i n e c s t a s y  I was as t he  
b u i l t - i n  t a f f e t a  p e t t i c o a t  r u s t l e d  as D e b b i e  m o v e d  i t  
a b o u t  to o b t a i n  i t s  b e s t  e f f e c t .

Af t e r  p l a c i n g  h e r  shoes  on my f e e t  - c u t e  w h i t e  3 ” 
p u mp s  - she had  me  wa l k  b a c k  and f o r t h .  I was  no 
g r a c e f u l  f i g u r e ,  for  t he  h e e l s  we r e  i n d e e d  new t o m e .
I t o l d  m y s e l f  t h a t  I was  w i l l i n g  to l e a r n  t h o u g h !  D e b 
b i e  c a l l e d  to me  to a g a i n  p l a c e  my a r ms  and f i n g e r s  
i n a mo r e  f e m i n i n e  pose  and a s s i s t e d  me  i n d o i n g  so.
Al l  she c o u l d  say,  as she w a t c h e d  me  m o v e  a b o u t ,  was,  
" T h i s  is w o n d e r f u l .  _Si.mj>J_y w o n d e r f u l ! ........... "

Gr a b b i n g  h e r  p i c n i c  t h i n g s ,  she h o p p e d  i n t o  t he  
ca r  and had  me  do so t o o .  T h e n  she n o t i c e d  my h a i r .  
" Wa i t  a m i n u t e .  We mu s t  f ix t h a t  t o o . "  H a v i n g  used 
he r  two h e a d  s c a r v e s  for  f i l l i n g  out  my br a ,  she r e a c h 
ed for  a l a r g e  s i l k  c l o t h  t h a t  had  b e e n  ove r  t he  p i c n i c  
b a s k e t .  " T h i s  wi l l  m a k e  a p e r f e c t  h e a d  s c a r f  for  y o u . ” 
And wi t h  t h a t  she q u i c k l y  f o l d e d  i t  and s l i p p e d  i t  o v e r  
my h a i r .

"Now s ome  m a k e u p . "  De b b i e  r e a c h e d  for  her  p u r 
se .

"Oh,  no,  De b b i e ,  t h a t ’s g o i n g  t oo f a r ! "  I t o l d  h e r .  
D e t e r m i n e d ,  she onl y  s a i d ,  " See  h e r e ,  y o u n g  l a d y ,  
y o u ’re e i t h e r  g o i n g  to be u l t r a - f e m i n i n e ,  wi t h  a l l  t he  
a c c e s s o r i e s ,  or no t !  And I say y o u ’re g o i n g  to be a_ll_ 
g i r l .  Or m a y b e  y o u ’d l i k e  to wr e s t l e  a g a i n ? !  ! Th i s  
was e n o u g h ;  wi t h  a s i gh I l e t  he r  p r o c e e d .

She q u i c k l y  p e n c i l e d  my e y e b r o ws ;  t he n  l i g h t l y  
p o wd e r e d  my f a c e ;  a p p l i e d  a t o u c h  of r o u g e  to bot h 
c h e e k s ;  t he n  t he  l i p s t i c k .  I was r e a l l y  b e g i n n i n g  to 
f e e l  l i k e  a g i r l .  D e b b i e  mo v e d  t ier mi r r o r  i n  f r on t  of 
my e y e s -----1 e v e n  l o o k e d  l i ke  one!

I s t a r t e d  to c r y - - w i t h  mi x e d  j oy and s a d n e s s .  D e b 
bi e  s p a r k e d  f or t h  q u i c k l y ,  " Ma r i l y n ,  i f  you as mu c h  
as s me a r  t h a t  m a k e u p  one l i t t l e  b i t ,  I ’ l l . . .  I ’11 t a k e



y o u  ov e r  my k n e e ,  r a i s e  t h a t  dr es s  and s l i p  and g i v e  
you  t he  s p a n k i n g  of y o u r  l i f e  on t h e s e  c u t e  p a n t i e s - - o f  
m i n e  ! ”

It  was  t e r r i b l e .  I c o u l d  not  c r y .  I c o u l d  not  
s m i l e  or she wo u l d  know of my r e a l  f e e l i n g s .  And ye t  
t h e r e  was  no d o u b t  I was  i n  h e a v e n .

She s t a r t e d  t he  e n g i n e .  " You  know,  Ma r i l y n ,  I 
used t o  r e s e n t  h a v i n g  t o d r i v e  you ¿ o u t  in my c a r .  It  
used t o  s e e m so u n n a t u r a l  for  a g i r l  t o be  c h a u f f e u r i n g  
a b o y .  But  now a l l  t h a t  ha s  c h a n g e d .  I r e a l l y  d o n ’ t 
mi n d  a t  a l l  d r i v i n g  a £ ix\_ f r i e n d ! "  She m e a n t  i t ,  t oo!

As we n e a r e d  F a i r s d a l e ,  I s l i d l o we r  and l o we r  in 
my s e a t .  My d r i v e r  a s ke d  me  to s i t  up,  bu t  a f t e r  r i s 
i ng  s l i g h t l y ,  I b e g a n  t o  s l i d e  b a c k .  Af t e r  a l l ,  I d i d 
n ’t wa n t  a n y o n e  t o r e c o g n i z e  m e .  F i n a l l y  De b b i e  
s t o p p e d  t he  c a r  and t u r n e d  t o  me ,  " Ma r i l y n ,  i f  you 
d o n ’ t s i t  up l i k e  a good  g i r l ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o ma k e  you 
g e t  ou t  and w a l k  h o m e  f r om t he  c e n t e r  of t o w n . "  T h a t  
d i d  i t ,  " P l e a s e  D e b b i e , "  I c r i e d ,  " d o n ’ t do t h a t .  I ' l l  
do a n y t h i n g  y o u  say,  bu t  d o n ’t do t h a t ! "  I was p r a c t 
i c a l l y  i n  t e a r s  a g a i n .

D e b b i e  s e e m e d  s a t i s f i e d  wh e n  I sa t  up a g a i n .  My 
n e x t  mo v e  was to s l o wl y  p u l l  my h e a d  s c a r f  up over  
my f a c e .  But  D e b b i e  saw me  and wi t h  a f l i c k  of he r  
f i n g e r s  p u l l e d  i t  b a c k  e v e n  f u r t h e r  t h a n  i t  was i n i t i a l l y  
She t h e n  g a v e  me  a p i n c h  t h r o u g h  my p a n t i e s  t h a t  
m a d e  me  s h o u t  wi t h  p a i n .  She sa i d ,  " I f  you d o n ’t 
w a t c h  y o u r s e l f ,  s i ssy ga l ,  y o u ' l l  be g i v e n  t he  fu l l  
t r e a t m e n t  on m a i n  s t r e e t ! "  She m e a n t  i t  t oo .

As we c a m e  n e a r  t he  c e n t e r  of t own,  De b b i e  s e e m 
ed to s l ow down p u r p o s e l y .  She m a d e  a p o i n t  t oo  of 
c a l l i n g  t o two of  he r  c u t e  s o r o r i t y  s i s t e r s ,  C a r o l y n  and 
J o a n n e .  Th e y  wa v e d  b a c k  and s t r a i n e d  to see who was 
wi t h  he r  in t he  c a r .  I s t a y e d  i n my u p r i g h t  p o s i t i o n  
but  I was  m e n t a l l y  u n d e r  t he  f l oor  ma t !

" P l e a s e  De b b i e ,  c a n ' t  we s pee d  up a l i t t l e ? "  I 
a s k e d  h e r .  But D e b b i e  was in no h u r r y .  " Ma r i l y n ,  i f  
you  t h i n k  you c a n  m a k e  i t  any f a s t e r ,  you c a n  ge t  out  
and w a l k . "  Wi t h t h a t  she s t o p p e d  t he  c a r .

( C o n t i n u e d  on Pg.  65)
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“ E n g i n e e r i n g  is the  P r o f e s s i o n  in w h i c h  a k n o w l 
e d g e  o f  the  m a t h e m a t i c a l  and n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s  g a i n e d  
by s t u d y ,  e x p e r i e n c e  and p r a c t i c e  i s  a p p l i e d  w i t h  j u d g 
m e n t  to d e v e l o p  ways  to u t i l i z e ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  t he  
m a t e r i a l s  and f o r c e s  of  n a t u r e . "  U . S . D e p t .  o f  H e a l t h ,  
E d u c a t i o n  and W e l f a r e .

B e i n g  a m e m b e r  of  t h a t  l a r g e  m i n o r i t y  o f  T V ’ s 
who are  a l s o  e n g i n e e r s  of  o ne  sor t  or a n o t h e r ,  I h a v e  
had to g i v e  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t h o u g h t  as to why t h i s  u n 
l i k e l y  c o m b i n a t i o n  a p p e a r s  so f r e q u e n t l y .  One c o u l d  
h a r d l y  c h o o s e  a l e s s  l a d y - l i k e  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e r e  are  
o n l y  5 0 0 0  l a d y  e n g i n e e r s  r e p o r t e d  by t he  E n g i n e e r s  
J o i n t  C o u n c i l  to  be w o r k i n g  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  at  p r e s e n t ,  
out  of  one  m i l l i o n  t o t a l .  T h e  o n l y  GG e n g i n e e r  I e v e r  
kne w d i d n ’ t l a s t  t wo  y e a r s  at  i t ,  and in w a r - t i m e  at  
th a t .

I ’m no t  a b o u t  to s o l v e  t h i s  m y s t e r y .  No o ne  real l y  
s e e m s  to know why a p e r s o n  b e c o m e s  an e n g i n e e r ,  - 
or a TV e i t h e r .  A l l  I c a n  do i s  to  o f f e r  a f e w  p e r s o n 
al  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and s p e c u l a t i o n s .  In my c a s e ,  t he  
c h o i c e  of  p r o f e s s i o n  and t he  d i s c o v e r y  o f  my f e m i n i n e  
s e c o n d a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y  mu s t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  a 
y e a r  or so of  e a c h  o t h e r ,  at  a b o u t  a g e  13.  I ' m  q u i t e  
sure t h a t  n e i t h e r  one  c a u s e d  the  o t h e r ;  but  I ' d h a t e  to  
try to p r o v e  t h a t  t he  f r i g h t e n i n g  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  I turned 
f e m i n i n e  f r om t i m e  to t i m e  d i d n ' t  i n f l u e n c e  me  to  
c h o o s e  a way  o f  l i f e  t h a t  was  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  m a s c u l i n e .  
At any r a t e ,  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  was  m a d e  on t he  s u p e r f i c i a l  
ba s i s  t h a t  my f a t h e r ’s e n g i n e e r i n g  f r i e n d s  had a l o t  of  
fun and we r e  r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l  p a i d .

A c t u a l l y ,  the  c o m b i n a t i o n  has  wo r k e d  out  q u i t e  
w e l l .  Who e l s e  so mu c h  as t he  e n g i n e e r  gr ows  up w i t h  
t he  f u l l  e x p e c t a t i o n  of  m a k i n g  h i s  d a y - d r e a m s  c o m e  
t r u e ?  One s o ng  at  my c o l l e g e  c h e e r f u l l y  o f f e r s  our  
s e r v i c e s  to b u i l d  "a b r i d g e  to  Mars or a t e n - f o o t  s h a f t  
to H e l l . "  In an a t m o s p h e r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  who  w o u l d  f e a r  
a l i t t l e  p r o j e c t  l i k e  r a i s i n g  a s e c r e t  s i s t e r ?  Our o p e n -
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m i n d e d  e m p i r i c i s m ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  to go a h e a d  on t h i n g s  
of  w h i c h  no one  u n d e r s t a n d s  t he  f u n d a m e n t a l s ,  s e t  us 
a p a r t  f r o m t h e  s c i e n t i s t s ;  and our  a d a p t a b i l i t y  i n m a k 
i n g - d o  wi t h  u n s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n t i q u a t e d  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  and  u n r e l i a b l e  p e o p l e  is r a t h e r  f r i g h t e n i n g  
t o t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  Thus ,  t h e  e n g i n e e r  i n h e r e n t l y  
f e e l s  ’’d i f f e r e n t ” - and t h i s  s u r e l y  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  to 
s u r v i v e  t he  s h o c k  wh e n  we r e a l i z e  how r e a l l y d i f f e r e n t  
we a r e  b e c o m i n g  as we d e v e l o p  i n t o  T V ’s. I t  is sad 
t o  t h i n k  of  t he  m a n y  p o t e n t i a l l y  l o v e l y  f e m m e  p e r s o n 
a l i t i e s  t h a t  ma y  be f o r e v e r  l o c k e d  up i n  t he  c l o s e d  
mi n d s  of  c o n f o r m i s t s .  R e m e m b e r ,  we see  on l y  t he  s u r 
v i v o r s  .

In a d d i t i o n  to o p e n - m i n d e d n e s s ,  a m e m b e r  of  t hi s  
p r o f e s s i o n  ha s  a n u m b e r  of o t h e r  v i r t u e s  a t t r a c t i v e  to 
a g r o w i n g  g i r l  a n x i o u s  t o s h a r e  hi s  s k u l l  wi t h  h i m .  We 
m o v e  a r o u n d  a l o t ,  u s u a l l y  on s ome  m y s t e r i o u s  b u s i 
nes s  t o t a l l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t he  u n i n i t i a t e d ;  t hi s  
h e l p s  a l o t  on p r i v a c y  d u r i n g  t he  s e c r e t  s t a g e ,  and in 
m e e t i n g  o t h e r  T V ' s  a f t e r  we b e c o m e  mo r e  s o c i a b l e . We  
a r e  a l s o  s u p e r b l y  t r a i n e d  i n  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a l i b i s -  
a n d ,  i f  wo r s t  c o m e s  t o wor s t ,  our  g e n e r a l  r e p u t a t i o n  
for  e c c e n t r i c i t y  m a k e s  us a l i t t l e  l es s  v u l n e r a b l e  (I 
h o p e )  t o t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  e x p o s u r e .  Al so,  t he  m a n ^  
u a l  d e x t e r i t y  and i n g e n u i t y  h e l p ;  I c a n  h a r d l y  v i s u a l 
i z e  one  of  us b e i n g  b a f f l e d  mo r e  t h a n  o n c e  by a r e c a l 
c i t r a n t  b a c k  z i p p e r ,  or by t he  p r o b l e m  of p u t t i n g  a 15 
i n c h  n e c k l a c e  on a 1 6 - 1 / 2  n e c k !  Th e  e n g i n e e r  is t y p 
i c a l l y  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  in IQ and c re a t i  ve ne s s , and these 
q u a l i t i e s  h e l p .  To  us,  p r o b l e m s  a r e  a h o b b y  as we l l  
as a b u s i n e s s ;  wh e n  we run s h o r t  of p r o b l e m s  we t end  
to i n v e n t  a few j u s t  for  f un .  We l l ,  t he  e n g i n e e r  who 
c r e a t e s  a s i s t e r  f i nds  h i m s e l f  wi t h  a r e a l  b o n a n z a  of  
p r o b l e m s !  In a d d i t i o n ,  I f e e l  sur e ,  mo s t  of  us h a v e  a 
r e a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  b e a u t y ,  wh i c h  is c a r e f u l l y  r e p r e s 
sed t o c o n f o r m  to t he  " M a s c u l i n e  I m a g e . ” He r e  is a 
c h a n c e  to c r e a t e  s o me  b e a u t y ,  and to be a p a r t  of  i t .  
P y g m a l i o n ,  c u t t i n g  a w o m a n  f r o m c o l d  m a r b l e ,  di d i t  
t he  ha r d  wa y ;  we a t  l e a s t  s t a r t  wi t h  wa r m,  l i v i n g  ( and  
v e r y  w i l l i n g )  f l e s h  to p r o d u c e  our  G a l a t e a s .

Th e  s i s t e r ,  b e i n g  a mi r r o r  i m a g e  of h e r  b r o t h e r  is 
m o r e  t h a n  t he s y m b o l i c  s ens e ,  s ha r e s  in a l l  t h e s e  
q u a l i t i e s .  On c e  she ge t s  p a s t  t he  " l i v i n g  d o l l ” s t a ge ,
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w h i c h  m a y  t a k e  q u i t e  s o m e  y e a r s  p l us  a l i t t l e  p r o d d i n g  
f r o m C h e v a l i e r ,  she  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  she has  a p e r f e c t l y  
g o o d  b r a i n  t o o .  U s u a l l y ,  i t ' s  in brand ne w c o n d i t i o n  
as a r e s u l t  o f  n e v e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  us e d ,  and c o n t a i n s  a 
f a s c i n a t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l a t e n t  t a l e n t s  w h i c h  we r e  n e v 
er  a l l o w e d  to d e v e l o p  on t he  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  w e r e  " u n m a n l y .  " U n s u s p e c t e d  s o u r c e s  of  p o e t r y ,  
s k e t c h i n g  e t c .  c o m e  to l i g h t  - and V i r g i n i a  mu s t  n e e d  
an o v e r - s i z e d  i n c i n e r a t o r  to h a n d l e  our c o m b i n e d  ” l i t 
e r a r y ” o u t p u t .

Her  f u n c t i o n s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  r e l e a s e  and r e l a x a t i o n  
f r o m t h e  "push hard" a t m o s p h e r e  of  t he  i n d u s t r i a l  world 
She  o f f e r s  a t o u c h  o f  s o f t  l i g h t s  and s w e e t  m u s i c  to r e 
p l a c e  t he  s c r e a m i n g  m a c h i n e r y  and g l a r i n g  arcs ;  s o f t  
c u r v e s  for r e l i e f  f r o m t h o s e  e t e r n a l  s q u a r e  m e t a l l i c  
c o r n e r s ;  an e x c u s e  to r e a l l y  g e t  rid o f  t ha t  f i l m  of  
g r e a s y  g r i m e ;  and r e f u g e  f rom t he  sort  of  pe r s o n  who  
k e e p s  p h o n i n g  up for f r e e  a d v i c e  on t he  h y d r o g e n  c o m 
p r e s s o r  h e ’s d e s i g n i n g  for use  on t he  m o o n .  ( Of  c o u r s e  
t h e r e ' s  no h i d i n g  c o m p l e t e l y ;  no t  l o n g  a g o  I s t o o d  for  
h a l f  an hour  in a l o n g  b l a c k  v e l v e t  e v e n i n g  gown and 
my t i g h t e s t  s h o e s ,  w i t h  e a r r i n g s  t h i s l o n g  on,  d i r e c t 
i n g  o v e r  a 1500 m i l e  p h o n e  l i n e  the  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  
a b a l k y  m i s s i l e  s y s t e m . )

R e g a r d l e s s  of  w h a t  c a u s e s  us,  TV e n g i n e e r s  in g e n 
e r a l  s e e m  to be  s u c c e s s f u l .  We not  o n l y  h a n d l e  t he  
e x p e n s e ,  hard work and d a n g e r s  o f  t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  
d o u b l e  l i f e ,  but  a l s o  do p r e t t y  w e l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .
Th e  TV has  an i n h e r e n t  d e s i r e  to a c h i e v e  the  i m p o s s 
i b l e ,  so t h i s  q u a l i t y  m a k e s  t he  TV e n g i n e e r  a g r e s s i v e  
i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n ;  and the  a c t i v e  i m a g i n a t i o n  is a f e r t 
i l e  gr o und  for t he  s e e d s  of  i n v e n t i v e n e s s .  Pe r haps  we  
are a l i t t l e  m o r e  i n t u i t i v e  t ha n  our " o n e - h e a d e d ” c o m 
p e t i t o r s ;  or p e r h a p s  the  c o n s t a n t  p r e s e n c e  of  a b u i l t -  
i n  n a g g i n g  w o m a n  k e e p s  us on our t o e s .  On t he  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ’ t r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  a l l  e n g i n e e r s  b e 
c o m e  T V ’ s.  T h e r e  mus t  be an e a s i e r  road to s u c c e s s -  
and a n y h o w ,  t he  s u p p l y  of  T V ' s  p r o b a b l y  e x c e e d s  the  
d e m a n d  a l r e a d y  .

A " P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e "  i s  one who m a r r i e s  a r i c h  p a t i e n t !
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Ûie Muj,e>ia&a& Glub ^
by E l v i r a  ( F E - G - 1 )

Thi s  c l ub  t h r i v e d  in Buenos  Ai r e s  u n t i l  a f e w y e a r s  a g o ,  
when a c h a n g e  in the p o l i t i c a l  r e g i m e  of  the  c o u n t r y  
b r o u g h t  about  i t s  c l o s u r e , t o g e t h e r  wi t h  t h o s e  of  a n u m 
ber  of  o t her  " u n u s u a l  " c l u b s  in a m i s p l a c e d  i d e a  o f  
e f f e c t i n g  a g e n e r a l  ” c l e a n - u p  . " Whe t he r  i t  has  g o n e  
out  of  e x i s t s  nee ,  or m e r e l y  b e e n  d r i v e n  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  I 
do not  k n o w , b u t ,  k n o w i n g  how i m p o s s i b l e  i t  i s  to c o m 
pe l  t h o s e  wi th TV t e n d e n c i e s  to g i v e  up t h e i r  p r e f e r r e d  
mo d e  of  l i v i n g ,  I r a t he r  f a n c y  i t  mus t  be the  l a t t e r .  
S ho ul d  any of  your  r e a d e r s  l i v i n g  in A r g e n t i n a ,  or who  
h a v e  v i s i t e d  the  c o u n t r y  in r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h a v e  any current 
news  on t hi s  p o i n t ,  I h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  w r i t e  in wi t h  the  
l a t e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Th e  word " mu j e r a d o "  is S p a n i s h  for " e f f e m i n i s e d  m a l e ”, 
w h i c h  m a y  i n d i c a t e  t he  o r i g i n  o f  the  C l u b , th o u g h , during 
the years  I knew of  the  M u j e r a d o s , i t  was  a h i g h - c l a s s  
r e n d e z v o u s  for m a l e  and f e m a l e  i m p e r  son a t ors ,  b oth p r o 
f e s s i o n a l  and a m a t e u r .  Further—and thi s  f a c e t  o f  t h e : 
L a t i n - A m e r i c a n ’ s o u t l o o k  t ook  a l o t  of  g e t t i n g  used to — 
t he r e  was e q u a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t he  ” s t r a i g h t  " t r a ns -  
v e s t i s t  and of  t h o s e ,  s h a l l  I say,  "wi th mo r e  s p e c i a l  - 
i s e d  t a s t e s . “" I n d e e d , du r i n g  my y e a r s  in Sout h  A m e r i c  a,
I f ound s e v e r a l  o f  the  t h i n g s  w h i c h  I had a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  
to be b e y o n d  the  p a l e  and c o n s i d e r e d  as u n a c c e p t a b l e  
p e r v e r s i o n s ,  to be o p e n l y  c o n d o n e d ,  so that  now I am a b l e  
to a c c e p t  a n o t h e r ’ s m o d e  of  l i f e  w i t h o u t  f r o w n i n g  upon  
i t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  is g e n e r a l l y  c o n d e m n e d  by the p r e s e n t -  
day Western c i v i l i s a t i o n .  But I am d i g r e s s i n g .

The  Mu j or ados  o c c u p i e d  t hr e e  o f  t he  upper  f l o o r s  of  a 
p a l a t i a l  b l o c k  s i t u a t e d  on t he  e x c l u s i v e  A v e n i d a  Alvear.
It was an e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h a t  was  k e p t  s t r i c t l y  p r i v a t e ,  
b e i n g  o p e n  o n l y  to i t s  m e m b e r s  and to any f r i e n d s  who  
m i g h t  be a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e m .  T h e  h i g h  j o i n i n g  f e e  
was qu i t e  b e y o n d  my p o c k e t ,  so t hat  I v i s i t e d  the Cl ub  
onl y  when wi t h  one  or o t he r  of  i t s  m e m b e r s  wi t h  who m  
I had b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c o n s i s t e d  of  
w e l l - t o - d o  l a d i e s  who had a p r e d i l e c t i o n  for d r e s s i n g  as 
me n ,  a f f l u e n t  m a l e s  who l o v e d  to t r a n s f o r m t h e m s e l v e s



for s o m e  hours  i n t o  m e m b e r s  of  the  o p p o s i t e  s e x ,  and a 
n u m b e r  of  e f f e m i n i s e d  y o u t h s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  t h e i r  i n 
f l u e n t i a l  s p o n s o r s ,  s o m e  of  who we r e  hi  gh - r an k i n g  figures 
in soc i e t y .

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was  a m p l e  d r e s s i n g  r oom s p a c e  at  the  
C l u b ,  m a n y  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  i n v a r i a b l y  a r r i v e d  a l r e a d y  
t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e i r  a s s u m e d  r o l e ,  apar t  f rom t ho s e  
w h o m  we  now c a l l  t r a n s s e x u a l s ,  who  l i v e d  e n t i r e l y  as 
m e m b e r s  o f  the  o p p o s i t e  s e x .  T h e  s p o n s o r e d  y o u t h s  
a l l  c a m e  i n t o  t h i s  l a s t  c a t e g o r y  and o b v i o u s l y  l o v e d  
t h e i r  g i r l i s h  e x i s t e n c e  and a l l  i t  e n t a i l e d .  At l e a s t  
t h r e e  o f  t h e m  had u n d e r g o n e  t h e o p e r a t i o n  at Sao  
P a u l o  i n  B r a z i l ,  Sout h  A m e r i c a ’ s C o p e n h a g e n  or C a s a 
b l a n c a ,  and a l l  t he  o t h e r s  w e r e  h a v i n g  r e g u l a r  h o r m o n e  
t r e a t m e n t  f e t e . ,  to m a k e  t h e m  as f e m i n i n e  as p o s s i b l e .

T h e  Cl ub  q u a r t e r s  i n c l u d e d  an i n t i m a t e  t h e a t e r  wh e r e  
p r o g r a m s  we r e  p r e s e n t e d  w h i c h  w e r e  a l m o s t  exclusively  
i m p e r s o n a t i o n  t ur ns .  P e r f o r m e r s  m a k i n g  a tour of  
S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  c i t i e s  w e r e ,  wh e n  i n  Bs.  A s . ,  e n g a g e d  
for s p e c i a l  l a t e - n i g h t  s hows  at  t he  M u j e r a d o s ,  and,  apart 
from these, there  was  a l w a y s  p l e n t y  o f  h i g h - c l a s s  t a l e n t  

i n  t h e  c i t y  and i n  Ros ar i o  and M a r - d e l - P  la ta,  w h e r e  
fern a l e - i m p e r s o n a t i o n  turns  w e r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r .  In a d d 
i t i o n  to v i s i t i n g  star p e r f o r m e r s ,  t he  Cl ub had i t s  own  
p e r m a n e n t  c h o r u s - g i r l s ,  who o b v i o u s l y  l o v e d  t h e i r  assum
ed f e m a l e  r o l e .

No o n e  no t  i n  the  know c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  g u e s s e d  t ha t  
t h i s  a l l u r i n g  s o n g - a n d - d a n c e  t e a m  w e r e  r e a l l y  t r a n s 
f o r m e d  m a l e s ,  so p r e t t y  was  t h e i r  h a i r  and m a d e - u p  f a c e s  
so f e m i n i n e  t h e i r  f i g u r e s ,  so s h a p e l y  t h e i r  n y l o n - s h e  a t he d  
l i m b s  and t r i m f e e t  in h i g h - h e e l e d  s h o e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
so s a u c y  we r e  t h e y  in p r a c t i s i n g  t he  o g l i n g  and o t h e r  
w i l e s  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  s p e c i e s  out  to  m a k e  a h i t  wi t h  t he  
m a l e .  T h e s e  c h o r u s  " g i r l s  " w e r e  not  in the  s o l e  employ - 
o f  t he  M uj e rad o s , wor k i  ng p a r t - t i m e  at  h a i r  d r e s s i n g  
and o t h e r  b e a u t y  w o r k s .  Not  so t he  " c o m m b r e  " and  
t he  t h r e e  y o u t h s  e n g a g e d  as c o m b i n e d  c l o a k - r o o m  g i r l s ,  
u s h e r e t t e s  and c h o c o l a t e  and c i g a r e t t e  g i r l s ,  for t h e s e  
f our  w o r k e d  f u l l - t i m e  at  t he  C l u b ,  b e i n g  d r e s s e d  e n  femme 
t he  w h o l e  t i m e .  What  g o l d - d i g g e r s  t h i s  t r i o  p r o v e d  to 
b e ,  f or ,  as t h e y  m o v e d  a m o n g  t he  m e m b e r s ,  s a u c i l y  s w a y 
i n g  t h e i r  broad  h i p? ,  t h e y  k n e w  how to s m i l e  c h e e k i l y  
at  a n y o n e  who  c a u g h t  t h e m  round t h e i r  t i n y ,  c o r s e t t e d  
w a i s t ,  or s n a t c h e d  a k i s s  on t h e i r  p a i n t e d  l i p s ,  or pinched,

38



s t roked or c a r e s s e d  s ome  p r o m i n e n t  par t  o f  t h e i r  e f f em-  
i n i s e d  f o r m,  u s u a l l y  r e s u l t i n g  in a h a n d s o m e  t i p ,  w h i c h  
woul d  be t u c k e d  a wa y  in t h e i r  w e l l  - f o r  in e d b o s o ni o r 
s l i p p e d  i n t o  the  top of  a h i p - l e n g t h  s t o c k i n g .  And yet ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  t h r e e  so o b v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  girl i sh  
e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e y  we r e  to my c e r t a i n  k n o w l e d g e  q u i t e  
n o r m a l  s e x u a l l y ,  for I g o t  to know t h e m q u i t e  w e l l  and 
m e t  the  w i v e s  of  two o f  t h e m ,  w h i l e  the  thi rd had a 
r e a l - g i r l  f r i e n d ,  who used to m e e t  h i m  at  the  end  of  
e a c h  e v e n i n g  and go o f f  wi t h  h i m ,  p r e s u m a b l y  to hi s  
or her h o m e .  As t h e y  l e f t  t he  C l u b ,  t h e y  l o o k e d  
l i k e  two c l o s e  g i r l  f r i e n d s ,  t he  " u s h e r e t t e  " l o o k i n g  
e v e r y  b i t  as a t t r a c t i v e  as hi s  c o m p a n i o n ,  wi t h  a s t y 
l i s h  ha t  on h i s  g i r l i s h  c ur l s  and a f i g u r e - r e  ve a l i n g  
w r a p - a r o u n d  c o a t  e m p h a s i z i n g  h i s  f i g u r e  but  b e i n g  
short  e n o u g h  to a l l o w  hi s  s h a p e l y  l e g s  to be s e e n .  On 
hi s  hands  w e r e  d a i n t y  g l o v e s ,  a h a n d b a g  under  one  arm 
and hi s  u l t r a - h i g h  h e e l s  had b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by four inch  
h e e l s  as mo r e  s u i t e d  to s t r e e t  w e a r -

A n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  of  t he  C l u b - a n d  in t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  v e r y  
a k i n  to t he  prewar  Be r l i n  " El D o r a d o ” , w h i c h  m a y  be  
known to y o u - w a s  t he  f a c t  t h a t ,  on c e r t a i n  days  o f  the  
w e e k ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t t e n d e d  at  t he  c l u b  p r e m i s e s  
f rom v a r i o u s  o f  t he  c i t y ’ s m o s t  s t y l i s h  s t o r e s ,  b e i n g  
q u i t e  a c c u s t o m e d  to m e a s u r e  and f i t  m e m b e r s  for corsets, 
l i n g e r i e ,  f r o c k s ,  g o w n s ,  h a t s ,  c o a t s ,  s h o e s ,  e t c .  N o t h i n g  
but  t he  b e s t  was  e v e r  s e e n  t h e r e ,  so t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h me n t s  
c e r t a i n l y  m a d e  q u i t e  a sum out  of  d o i n g  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  
to s a t i s f y  t h e i r  p s e u d o - f e m a l e  c l i e n t e l e .  B e a u t i c i a n s  
we r e  t h e r e  e v e r y  d a y ,  and t h r e e  f e m i n i s t  l a d y - d o c t o r s  
we r e  n u m b e r e d  in the  C l u b ’ s m e m b e r s h i p  and we r e  a-  
v a i l a b l e  for c o n s u l t a t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  at  a l m o s t  any  
t i m e .  Apart  f rom h o r m o n e  t r e a t m e n t ,  b r e a s t  s u c t i o n i n g  
and m a s s a g i n g ,  t he  use  of  e x p e n s i v e  d e p i l a t o r i e s  and  
h a i r  r e m o v a l  by e l e c t r o l y s i s ,  ear  p i e r c i n g  and e y e b r o w  
p l u c k i n g ,  m i n o r  o p e r a t i o n s  we r e  s o m e t i m e s  d o n e  to r e 
d u c e  the  p r o m i n e n c e  o f  an A d a m ’ s a p p l e .  A l s o  I was  
s ur pr i s e d  to l e a r n  w h a t  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t he  ’’ g i r l s ” 
c o n c e a l e d  t h e i r  s y m b o l s  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  s e x ,  no t  by p a n t i e -  
g i r d l e s  ( m a y b e  t he  c l i m a t e  was  t o o  w a r m ! ) , b u t  by i n -  
f i b u l a t i o n ,  i n v o l v i n g  the  d o u b l e  p e r f o r a t i o n  o f  the  f o r e 
s k i n ,  the  i n s e r t i o n  of  a g o l d  r i n g ,  and t h e n ,  wi t h  t he  
o r gan  and i t s  t wi n  a p p e n d a g e s  t ur ne d  b a c k  b e t w e e n  t he
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t h i g h  t o p s ,  the  w h o l e  r e m a i n e d  c o m p l e t e l y  out  of  
s i g h t  by s i m p l e  e x p e d i e n t  of  a r i bbo n  t h r e a d e d  through 
the r i ng  and h a u l e d  up c o m f o r t a b l y  t i g h t l y  to a r i ng  
in the b a c k  of  the  c o r s e t .  Even in the f l i m s i e s t  and 
t i g h t e s t  o f  n y l o n  p a n t i e s  t he r e  was a b s o l u t e l y  nothing  
to break  the  r e a l i s t i c  i n v e r t e d - v e e  c o n t o u r ,  no matter 
f rom what  p o s i t i o n  an o n l o o k e r  m i g h t  be w a t c h i n g .
T h i s  was  u n d o u b t e d l y  a g r e a t  a s s e t  to  t ho s e  who,  l i k e  
the  c ho r us  " g i r l s  ” , had o c c a s i o n  to r e v e a l  t he i r  
l e g s  to t he  t o p .  To my s ur pr i se , the y a l l  m a i n t a i n e d  
t hat  t h e y  f e l t  no d i s c  om f or t , o n c e  t hey  b e c a m e  a c c u s 
t o m e d  to th i s  form of  s t r a p p i n g  up.

One s i d e  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  I c o u l d n ’ t h e l p  but  n o t i c e  
t h e r e  and that  was  the  n u mb e r  of  d e l i g h t f u l l y  happy  
FP’ s who owe d t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  of  a f e m a l e  r o l e ,  whether 
o c c a s i o n a l  or p e r m a n e n t ,  to t he  d o m i n a n t  i n f l u e n c e  
of a f e m i n i s t - m i n d e d  r e l a t i v e .  It s t ruck me  that  this  
t e n d e n c y  is far mo r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  a mo n g  
the h i g h e r  s o c i e t y  s t r a t a  of  s o m e  Sout h A m e r i c a n  
c o u n t r i e s  than i t  i s  in North A m e r i c a  or in E u r o p e ,  
wh e r e  such f e m a l e  d o m i n a n c e  is r a r e l y  m e t  wi t h ,  
t h o u g h ,  of  c o u r s e ,  as s o m e  n o v e l s  woul d  h a v e  us b e 
l i e v e ,  i t  e x i s t s  b e h i n d  the  s c e n e s .  I m e t  wi t h  i t ,  
not  o n l y  in A r g e n t i n a ,  but  a l s o  in C h i l e  and Br a z i l ,  
but  t h i s  I wo u l d  add( a nd  t hi s  bears  out  the r o m a n t i c i s t )  
i n v a r i a b l y  the c o m p u l s o r i l y  t r a n s f o r me d  m a l e  has  
e n d e d  by l o v i n g  h i s  i m p o s e d  f e m i n i n i t y .  Qui t e  a n u m 
ber of  m e m b e r s  at the  Mu j e r a d o s  c a m e  i n t o  thi s  c a t a -  
g o r y , a n d  i t  was n o t i c e a b l e  how u l t r a - f e m i n i n e  such  
FP's we r e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  the  e x t e n t  of  c o m p l e t e  e f f e m i 
ll i s a t i o n  a i m e d  at by the  f e m i n i s t  r e l a t i v e ,  be i t  w i f e ,  
s i s t e r ,  m o t h e r ,  a unt  or c o u s i n .  Th e r e  s e e m e d  to e x 
i s t  a c o m p e t i t i v e  s p i r i t  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s t r o n g - w i l l e d  
f e m a l e s ,  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  in t h e i r  s t r e s s i n g  to the u t 
mo s t  t he  p o i n t s  of  f e m i n i n i t y  t h e y  had i m p o s e d  on 
t h e i r  M u n e q u i t a  (or ” l i t t l e  d o l l ”) ,  as t h e y  were  o f t e n  
r e f e r r e d  t o .  Thus  t h e s e  p r e t t y  ’’ g i r l s ” were  a l w a y s  d r e s 
sed and m a d e - u p  to e m p h a s i z e  t h e i r  ha i r ,  c o m p l e x i o n ,  
p r o m i n e n t  b r e a s t s  ( no  pads  h e r e ! )  u l t r a - s l i m  wa i s t ,  
l o v e l y  l e g s  and t i n y  hands  and f e e t ,  t he s e  l a t t e r  i n 
v a r i a b l y  in s i x - i n c h  p e n c i l  h e e l s ,  and,  what  was more 
t h e y  v i e d  wi t h  e a c h  o t her  to a p p e a r  mos t  a t t r a c t i v e l y  
fe m i n i n e  .
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In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  I r e c a l l  so w e l l  one  v e r y  w e a l t h y  
w i d o w  w h o s e  t w i n  n i e c e s  w e r e  r e a l l y  t w i n  b o y s  she  
had a d o p t e d  at  t he  a g e  o f  t e n .  T h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  
f i f t e e n  w h e n  I f i r s t  saw t h e m - a s  p r e t t y  a pa i r  of  t w i n  
g i r l s  as one  c o u l d  wi sh  to s e e - a n d  how t h e y  d e l i g h t e d  
in t h e i r  a s s u m e d  f e m i n i n i t y  and o b v i o u s l y  a d o r e d  t h e i r  
" a u n t " ,  who  had so c h a n g e d  t h e i r  l i f e  for one  o f  l u x 
ury .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I l e a r n t  t h a t  he r  h u s b a n d ,  who  had  
b e e n  k i l l e d  i n  a m o t o r  a c c i d e n t ,  had b e e n  a k e e n  
t r a n s v e s t i s t  and t h a t  she  had l o v e d  h i m  for h i s  f e m i 
n i n i t y .  T h i s  c e r t a i n l y  e x p l a i n e d  her  a r d e n t  d e v o t i o n  
to her  " w a r d s ” and the  e x t e n t  to  w h i c h  she  w e n t  to  
a s s ure  t h e y  b e c a m e  l o v e l y  g i r l s .  In t h e i r  t w e n t i e s  
whe n  I l a s t  saw t h e m ,  t h e y  we r e  c o n s i d e r i n g ,  wi t h  
f u l l  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e i r  "aunt " to go  to Sa o  P a u l o  to  
c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  e f f e m i n a t i o n - u n d o u b t e d l y  t he  r i g h t  
c o u r s e  in t h e i r  c a s e ,  for the  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  had u n d e r 
g o n e  had so r a d i c a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
e n t i r e l y  f e m i n i n e  in o u t l o o k  and had l o s t  a l l  masculine 
i n t e r e s t  l o n g  s i n c e .  Ma n y  a r e a l  g i r l  w o u l d  h a v e  
l o v e d  to h a v e  had t h e i r  l o n g  w a v y  h a i r ,  t h e i r  f u l l  
b r e a s t s ,  t h e i r  t i n y  w a i s t  and t h e i r  p e a c h  l i k e  com plexion, 
and n o - o n e  c o u l d  h a v e  o u t s h o n e  t h e m  i n t h e i r  c h i c  
c l o t h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  h i g h e s t  of  h e e l s ,  on w h i c h  t h e y  
m o v e d  a b o u t  wi t h  an a l l u r i n g  s w a y i n g  of  t h e i r  b i g  
h i p s .  T h e y  we r e  a l w a y s  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s  in the  m a n n e 
qui n  p a r a d e s  h e l d  at  t he  C l u b ,  w h e n  t he  m e m b e r s  
m o d e l l e d  t he  l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s  f rom s o m e  o f  t he  c i t y ' s  
b e s t  m o d i s t e s ,  l o o k i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a i n t y  w h e n  s h o w 
i n g  o f f  p r e t t y  l i n g e r i e ,  c o r s e t s  and t i g h  t l y - g a r t e r e d  
s he e r  n y l o n s  and p e n c i l - h e e l e d  s h o e s .

Such was t he  M u j e r a d o s  C l u b ,  as I kne w i t ,  and I o f t e n  
t h i n k  b a c k  n o s t a l g i c a l l y  to t h o s e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  w o n d e r i n g  
wha t  has  h a p p e n e d  to t he  Cl ub  and i t s  m e m b e r s ,  who  
had e n j o y e d  to the  f u l l  the  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to t r a n s f o r m  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  c h a r m i n g  f e m a l e s .  M a y b e  ne ws  w i l l  
be f o r t h c o m i n g  of  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n  to l i f e ,  or of  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a s u c c e s s o r .

ELVIRA F E - G - 1
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" Bu t  h o n e y ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  wha t  I meant when I 

s a i d  t h a t  M o t h e r  an d Bad we re  c om i n g  o v e r  

t o n i g h t  t o  w a t c h  T V ! "

" F r a n k l y  C h a r l i e ,  I ' m  w o n d e r i n g  when i t ' s  

g o i n g  t o  s t o p .  In t h e  s e r v i c e ,  y o u  were  

a l w a y s  b o r r o w i n g  my a f t e r - s h a v e  l o t i o n ;  

now i t ' s  my FACE POWDER!"



O ae'ialll a n d  Ski'd .4,
by Dorothea

/ / / '* "
Many y e a r s  of  my c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  l i f e  w e n t  by b e f o r e

I l e a r n e d  t ha t  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e  had a n a m e  for m e n  l i k e
m e ---- a " t r a n s v e s t i t e  " • L e a r n i n g  t h a t  I was  l a b e l e d  was
s o m e w h a t  of  a s h o c k ,  but  as I t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  the  
r e a l i z a t i o n  c a m e  wi t h  i t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was  s uch a l a b e l ,  
t hen mo r e  than j u s t  me  we r e  a d d i c t e d  to the w e a r i n g  of  
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  Even so,  a g o o d  m a n y  mo r e  y e a r s  
pas s e d  b e f o r e  I a d m i t t e d  my T V i s m  to  a n y o n e ,  or c o n 
t a c t e d  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f e l l o w  TV.

My l i f e  s tory  is s i m i l a r  to t ha t  of  m a n y  a n o t h e r  of  
our g r o u p .  I am the  o l d e s t  of  four sons ,  and wh e n  my  
br o t he r s  and I we r e  k i ds ,  we p l a y e d  rough and t ough  in  
a l l  sorts  of  boys  g a m e s ,  and n o n e  of  us e v e r  d o d g e d  a 
f i g h t .  In f a c t ,  we o f t e n  w e n t  out  of  our way  to s t ar t  
o n e .  T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  s i s s y  nor f e m i n i n e  a b o u t  Us, and 
t h o u g h  my own f e m i n i n e  t r a i t s  h a v e  b e e n  s t r o ng ,  I am 
a h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a l e  and h a v e  l i v e d  a m a n ’s l i f e  a l w a y s  
and wo u l d  not  h a v e  i t  any o t he r  w a y .  Li ke  the  res t  of  
our group,  I e n j o y  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  and the  c h a n g e  in  
p e r s o n a l i t y  t ha t  c o m e s  wi t h  i t ,  and I h o p e  to go  on as 
I am .

I am now 4 8, wi t h  t h i n n i n g  ha i r  on my h e a d  and an 
a b u n d a n c e  of  i t  e v e r y w h e r e  e l s e .  My arms  and b a c k  are  
t a t t o o e d ,  m e m e n t o e s  of  my s e a g o i n g  c a r e e r ,  w h i c h  I 
f o l l o w e d  for m a n y  y e a r s  in s h i p ’s e n g i n e  r o o m s .  T h a t  
c a r e e r  broke  up my TV a c t i v i t i e s ,  but  n e v e r  s m o t h e r e d  
t h e m ,  t h o u g h  I was  a b l e  to dress  in my f a v o r i t e  c l o t h e s  
onl y  on the  rare  o c c a s i o n s ,  wi t h  a f ew e x c e p t i o n s ,  wh e n  
I was h o m e .

I do not  know e x a c t l y  why I am a TV,  and t h o u g h  
my trul y  c o n s c i o u s  d e s i r e s  a l o n g  t ha t  l i n e  b e g a n  wh e n  I 
was abo ut  14,  my Mo t h e r  used to l a u g h i n g l y  t e l l  how  
whe n  I was  a b o u t  four or f i v e  I t r i e d  to p e r s u a d e  a l i t t l e  
g i r l  of  the s a m e  a g e  to e x c h a n g e  c l o t h e s  wi t h  m e .  Of  
c o u r s e  I d o n ’ t r e c a l l  the  i n c i d e n t ,  but  i t  ma y  be s o m e  
i n d i c a t i o n  t ha t  t he  d e s i r e s  are d e e p - s e a t e d .  I do know  
t hat  I found m y s e l f  wi t h  t he  d e s i r e  for l o n g  s i l k  s t o c k 
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i n g s  and s k i r t s  s w i n g i n g  at  my  k n e e s  at  a b o u t  the  s ame  
t i m e  I b e c a m e  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g i r l s .  As I s a i d ,  I ffl 
was  a b o u t  14 ,  but  t he  d e s i r e  b r o u g h t  s h a m e  to my  mi nd, | j  
I f e l t  u n m a n l y ,  and r e s i s t e d  t he  i m p u l s e  w i t h  a l l  my  
m i g h t .  I w a n t e d  a s e a - g o i n g  c a r e e r ,  and j u s t  c o u l d  not !  
g i v e  in to my f e m i n i n e  f e e l i n g s .  Th i s  i n n e r  c o n f l i c t  ofl j  
m i n e  l a s t e d  a b o u t  a y e a r .

T h e  s u m m e r  t h a t  I was  15 ,  I s p e n t  t w o  w e e k s  wi t h  
s o m e  y o u n g  f r i e n d s  of  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  wi th  
one  s m a l l  d a u g h t e r .  One day ,  t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  to dr ive  
to  t he  n e a r - b y  c i t y  on b u s i n e s s  and for s o m e  r e a s o n  d i d 
n ' t  wa n t  m e  a l o n g .  T h e y  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  sorry to be  c a l l 
ed upon  to l e a v e  me  a l o n e  for t he  da y ,  but  I r e a s s u r e d  
t h e m  t h a t  I did no t  m i n d .  Af t e r  t h e y  had d r i v e n  a wa y  
i t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  me  l o n g  to f e e l  b o r e d ,  and I p r o w l e d  the  
h o u s e  f rom r o o m to r o o m ,  a r r i v i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  at t h e i r  
b e d r o o m .  What  h a p p e n e d  t h e n  is  i m p r e s s e d  f o r e v e r  on 
my m e m  o r y .

T h e  y o u n g  m a t r o n  had l e f t  s o m e  of  he r  c l o t h i n g  
s c a t t e r e d  on t he  b e d ,  and as I s t o o d  t h e r e  l o o k i n g  at  
t h o s e  t h i n g s  and b r e a t h i n g  t he  l i n g e r i n g  s c e n t  of  p e r 
f u m e ,  t he  i m p u l s e  to  dress  as a g i r l  s w e l l e d  up in me  
so s t r o n g  t h a t  I was  u n a b l e  to d e f e a t  i t .  I p i c k e d  up a 
pa i r  of  p i n k  or p e a c h  c o l o r e d  b l o o m e r s  w h i c h  I r e m e m 
ber  had s o m e  ki nd of  f l o w e r s  a p p l i q u e d  on e a c h  l e g .
Of f  w e n t  my  m a l e  c l o t h i n g  and on for the  f i r s t  t i m e  
w e n t  a pa i r  of  b l o o m e r s .  I f e l t  e c s t a t i c ,  l i g h t - h e a d e d  
and j u s t  p l a i n  t h r i l l e d .  N e x t  I t r i e d  a c o r s e t ,  but  i t  
d i d n ’ t f i t ,  so I t ur n e d  to  t he  dr e s s e r ,  r u m m a g e d  t hrough  
i t  u n t i l  I f ound a h r a .  It a l s o  was  l a r g e ,  but  I k e p t  i t  
on.  I f o l l o w e d  t h i s  wi t h  a pa i r  of  dark s i l k  s t o c k i n g s  
( n o  n y l o n  i n  1 9 3 0 ! )  w h i c h  I r o l l e d  down to my k n e e s  in 
t he  f a s h i o n  w h i c h  was  far mo r e  p r e v a l e n t  t he n  t han i t  
i s  n o w .  A s l i p ,  a dress  and h i g h  h e e l s  ( w h i c h  were  the  
o n l y  t h i n g s  t oo  t i g h t  for me )  c o m p l e t e d  my  f i r s t  dr e s s -  
up.  I s t a y e d  i n  t h o s e  c l o t h e s  for s e v e r a l  hours  and r e 
g r e t t a b l y  r e m o v e d  and r e p l a c e d  t h e m  whe n  I f e l t  t ha t  I 
c o u l d  no l o n g e r  s t rut  t h r o u g h  the  r o o ms  and a v o i d  d i s 
c o v e r y .

When I was  h o m e  a g a i n ,  t he  w o n d e r f u l  m e m o r y  of  
s o f t  and s c e n t e d  c l o t h e s  w o u l d  c o m e  to me  and I s e l d o m  I 
f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t he  d r e a m .  At l a s t  I t o o k  s o m e  m o n e y  
w h i c h  I had e a r n e d  f rom my p a p e r  r o ut e  and w e n t  to a
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store where I was  not  kno wn and b o u g h t  t wo  pa i r s  of  
short b l o o m e r s  and a pa i r  of  s i l k  st o c k i  n g s - - a l l  for my  
non- ex i s t ent  s i s t e r .  At l e a s t ,  I f i g u r e d ,  I was  a v o i d i n g  
suspicion by s a y i n g  t he  t h i n g s  w e r e  for my s i s t e r .  At 
the f i ve  and t e n ,  I b o u g h t  a pai r  of  r o l l  g a r t e r s ,  and  
took my t r e a s u r e s  h o m e .  From t h e n  on,  I wor e  t h e m  
whenever p o s s i b l e .  O f t e n  I had b l o o m e r s  under  my m a l e  
c l ot hi ng ,  and wh e n  I c o u l d  be h o m e  a l o n e ,  I p a r a d e d  
around in b l o o m e r s  and s t o c k i n g s .  S o o n ,  I b e g a n  w e a r 
ing M o t h e r ’s s l i p s ,  d r e s s e s  and s h o e s  wh e n  I was a l o n e ,  
but l i k e  a l l  T V ’s, e v e r  on the  a l e r t  for s o m e o n e  c o m i n g  
home.  I t ’ s a l w a y s  n e r v e - w r a c k i n g .  In the  y e a r s  t h a t  
f o l l o we d ,  and up u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I p a s s e d  my 18 t h  
bi r t hda y ,  I wore  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  w h e n e v e r  I c o u l d ,  
though n e v e r  wh e n  I had a d a t e  wi t h  a g i r l .  - T h a t  was  
al ways  one t i m e  I s t a y e d  s t r i c t l y  i n  m a l e  c l o t h e s .

Mot he r  c a u g h t  me  w e a r i n g  a pa i r  of  her  s t o c k i n g s  
one day,  and wh e n  she as ke d  me  why I had t h e m  on,  I 
gave her  s o m e  s t ory  a b o u t  j us t  w a n t i n g  to s e e  how t h e y  
f e l t .  She  d i d n ’t m a k e  me  t a k e  t h e m  of f ,  but  as soon  as 
I c o u l d ,  I d u c k e d  i n t o  my b e d r o o m  and r e m o v e d  t h e m .  
That  b r o ug ht  on t he  f e a r  t h a t  she  w o u l d  f i nd out  I was  
we a r i n g  her  o t her  c l o t h e s ,  so I p l a n n e d  on b u y i n g  my  
own,  but  had n e i t h e r  t he  m o n e y  nor t he  n e r v e  to wa l k  
in and buy d r e s s e s .  But,  I g o t  my wi s h ,  for an u n e x p e c 
ted e v e n t  b r o u g h t  me  a c o m p l e t e  o u t f i t  of  f e m m e  c l o t h 
es wi t h  s o m e  to s p a r e .

The  l a d i e s  of  our c h u r c h  w e r e  p l a n n i n g  a r u m m a g e  
s a l e ,  and my  Mo t h e r  was  a s s i s t i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  s o l i c i t 
i ng  e v e r y o n e  to  send t h e i r  u n w a n t e d  a r t i c l e s ,  and I was  
one of  the  y o u n g  m e n  who go t  t he  j o b  of  c o l l e c t i n g  t he  
v a r i o u s  o f f e r i n g s  of  c l o t h i n g  and a s s o r t e d  w h i t e  e l e p h 
ants  t ha t  p e o p l e  we r e  g i v i n g .  T w o  of  t he  h o m e s  at  
wh i c h  I had to c a l l  we r e  t h o s e  o f  w e l l - t o - d o  p e o p l e  
whe r e  the l a d i e s  s e l d o m  wore  any a r t i c l e  of  c l o t h i n g  
for l o n g .  T h e  b o x e s  I p i c k e d  up t h e r e  we r e  f i l l e d  wi t h  
c l o t h i n g ,  and to  s h o r t e n  thi s  s t or y  s o m e w h a t ,  I h e l p e d  
m y s e l f  to  s e v e r a l  s l i p s ,  a s s o r t e d  u n d i e s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  
s hoe s  and t h r e e  d r e s s e s .  Th e  o n l y  dress  I r e m e m b e r  was  
of  b l a c k  v e l v e t .  It was  my f a v o r i t e ,  and I f e l t  l u x u r 
i ous  i n  i t .  When I f i n a l l y  w e n t  to s e a ,  I s t o we d  a l l  
my c l o t h e s  a wa y ,  and s e l d o m  wore  t h e m a g a i n .  When  
Mot her  and Dad so l d  t he  h o u s e  and m o v e d  West ,  t h e y
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m u s t  h a v e  f ound  my l i t t l e  c a c h e  of  f e m m e  c l o t h e s  and 
w o n d e r e d ,  but  I n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  sa i d  a b o u t  i t .

One  of  my g r e a t e s t  t h r i l l s  c a m e  whe n  I w e n t  to  a 
h i g h  s c h o o l  p a r t y  d r e s s e d  as a g i r l .  The  i d e a  was  s u g g 
e s t e d  by a p a l  of  m i n e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  was  to be  a c o s t u m e  
p a r t y ,  and t he  b u s i n e s s  of  d r e s s i n g  as g i r l s  c a m e  up 
a f t e r  we had t h o u g h t  a b o u t  and r e j e c t e d  s e v e r a l  i d e a s .
It was  e a s y  for h i m ,  for he  had a s i s t e r  a y e a r  y o u n g e r  
and p l a n n e d  on b o r r o w i n g  her  c l o t h e s .  As for m e ,  I 
a c t u a l l y  had my own t h i n g s ,  but  c o u l d n ’t a d m i t  i t .  So,
I e x p l a i n e d  to  Mo t h e r  w h a t  we p l a n n e d ,  and s h e a g r e e d  
t o  h e l p  me  by l e n d i n g  s o m e  of  her  t h i n g s .  Her b e s t  
f r i e n d  go t  i n t o  t he  a c t  by l e n d i n g  me  a pa i r  of  b l u e  
s a t i n  p a n t i e s  wi t h  m a t c h i n g  bra and h e l p i n g  wi t h  my  
makeup.

On the  b i g  n i g h t ,  Mo t h e r  and her  f r i e n d  h a n d e d  me  
t h e  c l o t h e s ,  w h i c h  I t o o k  to my b e d r o o m .  My bro t hers  
s t o o d  by,  l a u g h i n g  and j o k i n g ,  as I put  on the  bra,  
p a n t i e s  and ro l l  ed up s t o c k i n g s  to  my k n e e s .  I had to  
f i g h t  to k e e p  f rom r e v e a l i n g  my i n n e r  p l e a s u r e  at  be i n g  
a b l e  to dres s  to go  out  i n  l o v e l y  f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s .  When 
I was  d r e s s e d ,  I p r e s e n t e d  m y s e l f  to Mo t he r  and her  
f r i e n d ,  who t h e n  w e n t  to work on me  wi t h  p o wd e r ,  
r o u g e ,  l i p s t i c k  and e y e b r o w  p e n c i l .  T h e y  did a b a n g -  j 
up j o b ,  t oo ,  and I was  a c t u a l l y  a p r e t t y  t e e n - a g e r  when 
they-  f i n i s h e d .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d n ’ t do muc h  
wi t h  was my h a i r ,  but  t h e y  a r r a n g e d  i t  in as f e m i n i n e  
a way as t h e y  c o u l d ,  and whe n  my buddy c a m e  to the  
door  in hi s  s i s t e r ’s c l o t h e s ,  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  ma d e  a 
b i g  t o - d o  o v e r  us w h i l e  my Dad s t ood  i n  the  bac kgr ound  
and l a u g h e d .  As we w a l k e d  to the  h i g h  s c h o o l  g y m ,  we 
we r e  s oon  r e c o g n i z e d ,  and t ook  the e x p e c t e d  r a z z i n g ,  
c a t - c a l l s  and bad j o k e s  from e v e r y  boy we m e t .  S t r a n
g e l y ,  the  g i r l s  d i d n ’ t r a z z  us at a l l ,  but  i n s t e a d  made  
a t r e m e n d o u s  fuss ,  and we we r e  k i s s e d  so many  t i m e s  
t h a t  our own l i p s t i c k  was  m i n g l e d  wi t h  the r e s i d u e  of 
a l l  the o t h e r s .  We r e a l l y  had a b i g  t i m e  that  n i g ht ,  
but  i t  was not  u n t i l  l o n g ,  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d  that  I r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  my pa l  was e n t i r e l y  at  h o m e  and r e l a x e d  in hi s  
s i s t e r ’ s c l o t h e s ,  and I t h o u g h t  t hat  in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  
t h e r e  we w e r e ,  both of  us T V ' s ,  but  n e i t h e r  a d m i t t i n g  
i t .  I wo nde r  i f  I r e v e a l e d  m y s e l f  to h i m,  t oo ,  that  
l o n g  a g o  n i g h t ?  A n y w a y ,  w h e n e v e r  a n y  t a l k  of  t he
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party c a m e  up,  we n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  to e a c h  o t h e r  how  
we had g o n e  to  t he  b a l l  as g i r l s .

Be f ore  a n o t h e r  y e a r  had g o n e ,  I was  s e r v i n g  at s e a ,  
and for a l o n g  t i m e  had o n l y  m e m o r i e s  of  wh a t  I had  
d o n e .  H o w e v e r ,  on my v i s i t s  h o m e ,  I m a n a g e d  to g e t  
dr e s s e d  a f ew t i m e s .  T h e n ,  on one  o c c a s i o n  w h i l e  I 
was in Ne w York,  I had a d a t e  wi t h  a g i r l  who  s u d d e n l y  
t h o u g h t  she  wo u l d  l o o k  c u t e  in a s a i l o r ’ s u n i f o r m  and 
wa n t e d  to know i f  I w o u l d  l e t  her  try i t  on.  I saw the  
c h a n c e  to  g e t  i n t o  f e m m e  c l o t h e s  a g a i n ,  so I s a i d  i t  
woul d  be f i n e  i f  she  wo u l d  l e t  me  we a r  her  c l o t h e s .  So  
we both c r o s s - d r e s s e d ,  and t h e n  for the  h e c k  of  i t ,  p r e 
t e n d e d  I was  t he  g i r l  and she was  t he  b o y .  But,  I g u e s s  
one t i m e  was e n o u g h  for her ,  for she  n e v e r  s u g g e s t e d  i t  
a g a i n ,  and I was  a f r a i d  t o .  From t h e n  on,  the  o n l y  
t i m e s  I dr e s s e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  I m a r r i e d  w e r e  wh e n  I was  
h o m e  on l e a v e .

For a b o u t  a y e a r  b e f o r e  my  m a r r i a g e ,  I n e v e r  so  
mu c h  as put  on a pai r  of  s t o c k i n g s ,  but  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t he  
s i g h t  of  f e m m e  p r e t t i e s  so mu c h  in e v i d e n c e  ar o und  the  
p l a c e  go t  the  b e t t e r  of  m e ,  and w h e n e v e r  iny w i f e  was  
out ,  I wo u l d  s l i p  i n t o  s o m e  of  her  t h i n g s ,  and o n c e ,  
whe n  she had g o n e  to a show wi t h  a g i r l  f r i e n d ,  I d r e s s 
ed c o m p l e t e l y ,  w e a r i n g  a ski r t ,  b l o u s e  and h i g h  h e e l s ,  
and s l i p p e d  out  of  the  h o u s e  and i n t o  the  car  and we n t  
for a d r i v e .  Of  c o u r s e ,  i t  was  at  n i g h t ,  or I n e v e r  
c o u l d  h a v e  done  i t .  Even so,  I r e a l i z e d  a f t e r w a r d  what  
a t r e m e n d o u s  c h a n c e  I had t a k e n  and n e v e r  did t ha t  
a g a i n .  Like m o s t  T V ’s, I h a v e  l i v e d  and p r a c t i c e d  my  
d e s i r e s  in s e c r e c y  and f e a r .

My w i f e  knows  I am a TV,  but  d o e s  not  a p p r o v e  nor 
u nde r s t a nd  i t ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  Even  
k n o w i n g  my f e e l i n g s  and d e s i r e s ,  she s t i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  
has me shop for her h o s i e r y  and u n d e r w e a r ,  and a l w a y s  
wants  my o p i n i o n s  of  her  c l o t h e s .  Her s i s t e r  a l s o  knows  
that  I am one  of  t he  " i ndoor  s i s t e r s " ,  as s o m e  one  e x 
pr e s s e d  i t ,  but  she s e e m s  to un d e r s t a n d  and t h i n k s  none  
the  l e s s  of  me  for i t .  And,  i t  so h a p p e n s  that  my s i s t e r  
i n - l a w  l o v e s  e x t r a - l o n g  n y l o n s ,  but  c l a i m e d  to be un 
a b l e  to f ind t h e m in her  s i z e ,  wh i c h  is 9.  So g u e s s  who  
knew whe r e  to f i n d - t h e  n i f t y  n y l o n s  for her? Just  l i t t l e  
old D o r o t h e a ,  t h a t ’ s wh o .  My l i f e  is not  m a d e  e a s i e r  
by my c o n t a c t  wi th f e m m e  c l o t h e s  not  my o wn ,  such as
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w h e n  I am c a l l e d  upon to shop ,  as I s a i d ,  or w h e n  at  
t i m e s  she  ( m y  w i f e )  asks  me  to wash out  her  n y l o n s  or a 
s l i p .  She  k n o ws  I h a v e  q u i t e  a f ew f e m i n i n e  a c c o m p l i s h 
m e n t s ,  for I c o o k ,  s ew a l i t t l e ,  c l e a n  the  h o u s e  and do  
w a s h i n g .  And,  s p e a k i n g  of  s e w i n g ,  not  l o n g  a g o  she  
a s k e d  me  i f  I w o u l d  sew a s h o u l d e r  s t rap on a s l i p  for 
h e r ,  w h i c h  I d i d .  And y e t  she o b j e c t s  to my T V i s m .
The  wa y  I s e e  i t ,  I c a n  be as f e m i n i n e  as a l l  g e t  out  in  
s o m e  w a y s ,  but  s h o u l d  n e v e r  w a n t  to wear  a p p r o p r i a t e  
c l o t h e s .

S p e a k i n g  of  a p p r o p r i a t e  c l o t h e s .  When she was  
w o r k i n g  days  a f e w y e a r s  a g o  and I was  on n i g h t s  and 
t he  k i ds  we r e  in s c h o o l ,  for n e a r l y  a y e a r  I was  in f e m 
me  c l o t h e s  for s ix  hours  a day ,  f i v e  days  a w e e k .  I 
t o o k  c a r e  of  the  h o u s e  t h e n ,  and she wo u l d  n e v e r  u n d e r 
s t and how m u c h  I e n j o y e d  i t -  - g e t t i n g  t he  h o u s e  work  
d o n e  i n  a h o u s e - d r e s s  and apron and t h e n  c h a n g i n g  i n t o  
one  of  my  n i c e  d r e s s e s ,  or a sk i r t  and b l o u s e ,  and t hen  
r e l a x i n g  wi t h  a b o o k  and m u s i c  on t he  s t e r e o .  It was  
f u n .

My c h i l d r e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  do not  know of  my T V i s m ,  
and I pray  t ha t  t h e y  n e v e r  w i l l .  I wo u l d  not  wa n t  my  
son to be as I h a v e  b e e n ,  and I pray  a g a i n  t h a t  he  n e v e r  
w i l l  b e .  I know t oo  w e l l  the g u i l t ,  the  s h a m e ,  the  
s u f f e r i n g ,  t he  l o n e l i n e s s  and the  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
w h i c h  are a part  of  t h i s  l i f e .  It t ook  me  a l o n g  t i m e  
t o  a c c e p t  m y s e l f ,  and to u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I was  not  the  
o n l y  m a l e  in t he  wor l d  who  l i k e d  to e n j o y  a b i t  of f e m 
i n i n e  l i v i n g .  It is  o n l y  i n  t he  pas t  y e a r  t ha t  I h a v e  a d 
m i t t e d  t h a t  I am a TV to a n y o n e ,  and the  f i r s t  p e r s o n  
to  be  t o l d  was  our a d m i r a b l e  e d i t o r  of  thi s  m a g a z i n e .  
One day s o o n ,  I h o p e  to m e e t  a f e l l o w  TV r i g h t  he r e  
in t h i s  c i t y ,  for I b a d l y  n e e d  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r i e nd  
wi t h  a b a c k g r o u n d  s i m i l a r  to my own.

C o m i n g  to t he  end of  t h i s  n o t - s  o-  un us ua 1 t a l e ,  I 
l o v e  e x t r a - l o n g  n y l o n s ,  the  f u l l  l e g  t y p e ;  my a d m i r a t 
i o n  is a b o u t  e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  p e t t i p a n t s  and 
b l o o m e r s  (I d o n ’t c a r e  m u c h  for b r i e f s ) ;  I h a v e  a torso  
bra w h i c h  is  a l w a y s  a t h r i l l  to we ar ,  and I p r e f e r  a skirt  
and b l o u s e  wi t h  l o n g  s l e e v e s  ( t o  h i d e  the  t a t t o o s )  to a 
d r e s s .  I l o v e  h i g h  h e e l e d  s h o e s ,  o pe n  at  f ront  and 
b a c k .  I wo u l d  l o v e  to  h a v e  a war dr obe  far mor e  e x t e n -
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sive t ha n  I h a v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a fur c o a t ,  but  h a v e  to c o n 
tent  m y s e l f  wi t h  wha t  I now own and am a b l e  to w e a r .
I l i k e  to s e e  t he  r e s u l t s  I c a n  o b t a i n  wi t h  m a k e u p ,  but  
s e l do m use  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  so l*>ng to  r e m o v e  p r o p e r 
ly.  I c a n  and do we a r  j e w e l r y  o f t e n ,  and am s e l d o m  
wi t h o u t  my a n k l e  c h a i n  w h i c h  is u s u a l l y  i n v i s i b l e .  G o 
ing f e m i n i n e  is  a m a r v e l o u s  r e l a x a t i o n  for m e ,  but ,  
p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  a l s o  s t i m u l a t i n g .

T r a n s v e s t i s m  b r i ng s  a s e n s e  of  l o n e l i n e s s ;  i t  f i r e s  
the f e e l i n g s  of  g u i l t ;  i t  is o f t e n  e x p e n s i v e .  But,  oh,  
my s o u l ,  no one  but  a n o t h e r  l i k e  m y s e l f  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  
how m a r v e l o u s  i t  i s  to m a g i c a l l y  t r a n s f e r  o n e s e l f  f rom  
the drab,  w o r k a d a y  m a l e  wor l d  to a m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  
world of  s o f t  c l o t h i n g  and u t t e r  c o n t e n t m e n t .

i i a i a a i a a a i a i i  tt ■ himiu

Where L i e s  The Answer
Judy  ( 4 9 -  E-  1)

Why am I t he  way  I a m?
T h a t  q u e s t i o n  I s u p p o s e ,
Has e n t e f e d  e v e r y  T . V . 1 s mi n d  
W h e n e v e r  d o u b t s  a r o s e .

Why s h o u l d  a ma n  ( by  n a t u r e  m a d e )
D e s i r e  w o m a n ’s dres s?
Whi c h  of  us t he  a ns we r  kn o ws ,
When e x p e r t s  o n l y  g u e s s .

Each l i v i n g  t h i n g  in t h i s ,  our w o r l d ,
T h e  s a m e  is  t rue  wi t h  ma n ,
Is g o v e r n e d  by a Gr e a t e r  Fo r c e  
A c c o r d i n g  to His  p l a n .

So as I end thi s  poor  a t t e m p t ,
I ’m sure s o m e  h e a d s  w i l l  nod,
When I say wha t  I b e l i e v e ,
The  a n s w e r ’s h e l d  by God .
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TV C o u p l e s  a r e  n o t  

new t o  t h i s  g e n e r a 
t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a c o p y  

o f  an o r i g i n a l  t i n t y p e  j 
o f  a r e l a t i v e  o f  one 

o f  our r e a d e r s .  A 

h u s b a n d  and w i f e  o f  t h e !  

1 8 6 0 s .  T h i s  s o r t  o f  

t h i n g  h a s  b ee n g o i n g  

on f o r  a l o n g  t i m e

—
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F I C T I ONWHAT A VACATION!
HE GOT AWAY FROM IT A I L

AND SHE SURELY ENJOYED I T .

FRANKLY
FIR AM hrKiTHY

5 - P - 4

1111111! 11111, The  l u g g a g e  was p i l e d  h i g h  on the
jljljljljljljl b a c k  s e a t  of  my C h e v r o l e t  C o n v e r t i b l e  
V','lll'll l llJ an<  ̂ I was  t o t a l l y  r e l a x e d  as I d r o v e  do wn  
l | l | l | l , l | l|l| t he  h i g h w a y  en r o u t e  to the  f i rs t  s top on 
jljljl!ljll ljl my l o n g  a n t i c i p a t e d  v a c a t i o n .
I * I 11111 * 1111

As a reward  for 8 y e a r s  of  hard work  
jljljljljljljl w i t h o u t  a v a c a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  for an o c c a s -
I j I! 111 * I [ I ¡1* i o n a l  w e e k e n d ,  t he  f i rm w h i c h  e m p l o y e d  
l | l | i | l | | | l | l |  me  was g i v i n g  me a t h r e e  m o n t h  v a c a t i o n  
jljljljljljljl Th e  g r o w i n g  p a i n s  o f  s t a r t i n g  a new c o m -
Iy| J | j | *| j | [ P a n y we r e  o v e r  and t h e r e  was  now a c a p a - 
i| i 1l(l | l | l | l | h i e  s t a f f  to h a n d l e  my work l o a d  and to 
jljljljljljljl a l l o w  me t h i s  mu c h  n e e d e d  r e s t .  I h a d o b  
j j 11 ,11!, JI! j e c t e d  s t r e n u o u s l y  whe n  Harry Dorn,  one
II y  11 (111,1, of  tny e m p l o y e r s ,  had t o l d  me  t hat  I was  
Jljljljljljljl to t a k e  my a c c u m u l a t e d  v a c a t i o n  t i m e  at  
ijljljljljljlj t he  end of  the  w e e k  s i n c e  March  was not
111111111|1111 t he  t i m e  t h a t  I wo u l d  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  for a 
jl|i| ljl| i| i| l s i g h t s e e i n g  j a u n t  around the c o u n t r y .  How 
I!11111'IiI!I! e v e r  work s c h e d u l e s  for t he  f u t u r e  d e m a n -  
I! I! I!1 j I! 111, d e d t ha t  I e i t h e r  go now,  or f o r g e t  i t  for  
i i ' i1111 Vi  an i n d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d .  I d e c i d e d  to g o .
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T h e  m u s i c  f rom the  car  r a d i o  was  s o f t  and c o m 
f o r t i n g  and b l e n d e d  w e l l  w i t h  t he  hum of  the  t i r e s  on 
t h e  road as the  car  sped m e  t owar d  my d e s t i n a t i o n .  My 
f i r s t  s t op  was  a s u m m e r  r e s or t ,  n o r m a l l y  c l o s e d  during 
t h i s  t i m e  of  y e a r ,  but  o p e n  b e c a u s e  of  a s p e c i a l  c o n 
v e n t i o n  o f  an e a s t e r n  c o n c e r n .  My bos s ,  Harry Dorn,  
had o f t e n  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  t h i s  r e s o r t  w h i c h  he c o n s  id er-  
ed t he  b e s t  v a c a t i o n  s p o t  in the  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s .  He,  
and hi s  f a m i l y ,  o f t e n  w e n t  t h e r e .  He had b e c o m e  
f r i e n d l y  wi t h  V i c k i e  Lane ,  who  had b e e n  r u n n i n g  the  
r e s o r t  s i n c e  the  d e a t h  o f  her  hu s b a n d  t wo  y e a r s  a g o ,  
and had f o und  her  to be a war m and f r i e n d l y  wo rri a n .
I was  l o o k i n g  f orward  to j u s t  r e s t i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  and in 
g e n e r a l  r e l a x i n g  for a c o u p l e  of  w e e k s ,  t he n  a f t e r  us 
i n g  t he  t wo  w e e k s  j us t  to s l o w  down f rom the h e c t i c  
p a c e  of  b u s i n e s s ,  I p l a n n e d  a d r i v e  up t he  East  c o a s t  
t o  v i s i t  s o m e  s e r v i c e  b u d d i e s ,  t he n  i n t o  C a n a d a  and 
c r o s s  the  c o u n t r y  f i n a l l y  c o m i n g  b a c k  to C a l i f o r n i a  
v i a  t he  C o a s t a l  Ro u t e .

A g l a n c e  at  t he  gas  g a u g e  t o l d  me the  tanrk was  
a l m o s t  e m p t y  and s i n c e  i t  was  a l m o s t  dark and the  a r 
e a  was  r a t h e r  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  I d e c i d e d  to s top  
and r e f u e l .  " F i l l  i t  up,  ” I t o l d  t he  a t t e n d a n t ,  and 
w e n t  i n t o  t he  o f f i c e  to buy s o m e  c i g a r e t t e s .  The  d i m 
ly l i t  s t a t i o n  m a d e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to s i g n  the c h a r g e  sl ip 
w i t h o u t  s t r a i n i n g ,  but  o n c e  thi s  was  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  I 
h o p p e d  i n  the d r i v e r ’s s e a t  and d r o v e  the 1 a s t ' 50 mi l es  
of  u n p o p u l a t e d  c o u n t r y s i d e  to L a n e ’ s Resort .

I was  s u r p r i s e d  to f i nd the m a i n  g a t e  to the  r e 
sort  c l o s e d ,  but  o p e n e d  i t  and d r o v e  t hr ough to the  
m a i n  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h ,  m u c h  to my a s t o n i s h m e n t ,  was  
a l s o  dar k .  At t h i s  p o i n t  I was  w o n d e r i n g  i f  I had c o m e  
to the  r i g h t  p l a c e .  I c i r c l e d  t he  b u i l d i n g  h o p i n g  to 
c a t c h  s i g h t  of  s o m e o n e  but  no one  was  in s i g h t .  I did  
n o t i c e  l i g h t s  in a b u i l d i n g  a b o u t  200  yards  a wa y  and 
as I w a l k e d  q u i c k l y  t owar d  i t ,  I c o u l d  h e a r  the  sounds  
of  v o i c e s  c o m i n g  f rom a r a d i o  or t e l e v i s i o n  s e t .  I rang 
t he  b e l l  and a f t e r  wh a t  s e e m e d  l i k e  hours  an a t t r a c t 
i v e  w o m a n  of  a b o u t  30 y e a r s  o p e n e d  t he  d o o r .  S h e l o o k -  
ed s t a r t l e d  to s e e  me  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .

" Are y o u  Mrs .  L a n e ? ” I i n q u i r e d . ”
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to be  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h e r e  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  o f f  s e a s o n . "  
"My God.*" s he  e x c l a i m e d ,  "Th e  C o n v e n t i o n  was c a n 
c e l l e d ,  and i f  y o u  are Frank M i l l s ,  I s e n t  y o u  a l e t t e r  
i n f o r m i n g  y o u  t h a t  we  c o u l d  no t  p r o v i d e  for y o u  at  th i s  
t i m e  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  y o u  ma k e  o t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s . "

T h e  l i g h t  f i n a l l y  d a w n e d  on m e .  I had b e e n  so 
busy p r e p a r i n g  for t h i s  v a c a t i o n  t h a t  I had f o r g o t t e n  
to c h e c k  my m a i l  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g .  I i d e n t i f i e d  m y s e l f  
as Frank M i l l s  to Mrs.  Lane  who  i n v i t e d  me  in w h i l e  
we d e c i d e d  w h a t  to do under  t he  c h a n g e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
Over a cup  o f  c o f f e e  and w h i l e  I m u n c h e d  on a c o l d  
c h i c k e n  s a n d w i c h ,  she t o l d  me t h a t  she  w o u l d  l i k e  to 
put  me  up but  wh e n  t he  c o n v e n t i o n  was  c a n c e l l e d  she  
had d i s c h a r g e d  her  e m p l o y e e s  and had d e c i d e d  to s t ay  
in her  s u m m e r  h o m e  s i n c e  she  had l o a n e d  her  a p a r t 
m e n t  to a f r i e n d .

"Mr.  Mi l l s "  she  s a i d ,  "Any f r i e n d  of  Harry Dorn 
mus t  be  a f i n e  p e r s o n  and a g e n t l e m a n .  I w o u l d  no t  be  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the  c o n v e n t i o n s  i f  y o u  w e r e  to s t ay  here 
but  t h e r e  wo u l d  be  n o t h i n g  for y o u  to do a l l  day  and 
my l i g h t  d i e t  w o u l d  not  do at  a l l  for an a c t i v e  man  
l i k e  y o u r s e l f . "

I was  i n c l i n e d  to a g r e e  w i t h  her  and a s k e d  i f  I 
m i g h t  s t ay  t he  n i g h t  in the  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  of  t he  l o d g e .
I t o l d  her  I was  t i r e d  f rom my l o n g  d r i v e  and w o u l d  d e 
part  i n  the  m o r n i n g .  To  t h i s ,  she r e a d i l y  a g r e e d -  V i c 
k i e  Lane  was  a mo s t  a t t r a c t i v e  w o m a n  She  was  a b o u t  
5 ’ 5" t a l l ,  w e i g h e d  a b o u t  118 p o u n d s  and had a sharp  
f i g u r e  w h i c h  mus t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  on ma n y  w h i s t l e s  f rom  
the  o f f i c e  w o l v e s  at  one  t i m e  or a n o t h e r  She was  
w e a r i n g  c a p r i s  wi t h  a m a t c h i n g  b l u e  b l o u s e  w h i c h  r e 
v e a l e d  c u r v e s  t ha t  we r e  d e c i d e l y  her  own Her c o m 
p l e x i o n  was  f l a w l e s s .  A p p a r e n t l y  she was  b o r e d  at  
b e i n g  a l o n e  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I s t ay  in her  h o m e  un
t i l  i t  was  t i m e  to r e t i r e  and we c o u l d  t a l k  a w h i l e  
Wi t h i n  f i v e  m i n u t e s  we w e r e  t a l k i n g  l i k e  o l d ,  comfort 
a b l e  f r i e n d s  and ran the  r a n g e  of  t o p i c s  f rom s por t s  to 
p o l i t i c s  I had n e v e r  m e t  a n y o n e  wi t h  w h o m I c o u l d  
r e l a x  so c o m p l e t e l y  as I c o u l d  wi t h  V i c k i e  and I was  
e n j o y i n g  m y s e l f  Af t e r  s o m e  t i m e  had  p a s s e d ,  she  
a s ke d  i f  I m i n d e d  i f  she d i d  her  n a i l s .  "Af t e r  a l l ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  I w i l l  be a l o n e  h e r e ,  I l i k e  to l o o k  as
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f e m i n i n e  and as n e a t  as p o s s i b l e .  We c a n  s t i l l  talk i f  
y o u  d o n ’ t mind " I as s ur e d  her  t ha t  I did not  mi nd  
and s t r e t c h e d  out  on the sofa  w h i l e  she  b e g a n  to work  
on her  h a n d s .  She  m a d e  a p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  w o r k i n g  awa y ,  
s e a t e d  c o m f o r t a b l y  on the  a r m c h a i r  c l o s e  by

I f e l t  a g e n t l e  tug on my s h o u l d e r  and I r e a l i z 
ed  I mu s t  h a v e  f a l l e n  a s l e e p  for a short  w h i l e  "Mr.  
M i l l s ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  t i m e  t ha t  I t o o k  y o u  i n t o  the Lodge  
so t h a t  y o u  c a n  g e t  a n i g h t ’ s s l e e p .  You l o o k  e x h a u s t 
ed'. ”

I s t a g g e r e d  to my f e e t  and as my t i r e d  e y e s  b e 
g a n  to f o c u s ,  I saw t h a t  my s o c k s  w e r e  on t he  f l o o r  
n e a r  the  c o u c h  and as I r e a c h e d  down to p i c k  t h e m  up 
I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a l l  my t o e n a i l s  had b e e n  p a i n t e d  c r i m 
s on and my f i n g e r n a i l s  w e r e  m a t c h i n g .  I was  s h o c k e d  
and s u r p r i s e d ,  but  s t r a n g e l y  no t  a n g r y .

V i c k i e  l a u g h e d  and s a i d ,  * You we r e  s l e e p i n g  so 
s o u n d l y ,  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  I wo u l d  put  p o l i s h  on one  of  
y o u r  f i n g e r n a i l s  to s e e  i f  t h a t  w o u l d  a w a k e n  y o u .  Be 
f o r e  I kne w i t  a l l  t e n  d i g i t s  we r e  e n a m e l e d  and s t i l l  
y o u  c o n t i n u e d  to s l e e p .  D o n ’t worry ,  I ’ l l  r e m o v e  t he  
d a m a g e  w i t h  p o l i s h  r e m o v e r  and y o u  w i l l  be g o o d  as 
n e w .  "

She  l e f t  t he  r o o m and r e t u r n e d  in a f ew m i n u t 
e s .  "Mr.  M i l l s , ” she  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  is no p o l i s h  r e m o v 
er  t o  be f o u n d ,  but  d o n ’t be u p s e t ,  I w i l l  l o c a t e  s o m e 
t h i n g  in the m o r n i n g .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  be a n g r y . "

What  c o u l d  I s a y ?  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  had b e e n  c a n 
c e l l e d ,  my t r i p had  to be  r e s c h e d u l e d ,  and now t h i s .  
What  e l s e  c o u l d  h a p p e n  to mar  t h i s  v a c a t i o n  for m e ?  
V i c k i e  w a l k e d  me  to my c a r  and t he  f i n a l  b l o w  f e l l !
My s u i t c a s e s  we r e  m i s s i n g !  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  had b e e n  
s t o l e n  w h e n  I s t o p p e d  to r e f u e l  my  car  en  r out e  to the  
L o d g e .

V i c k i e  t o l d  me not  to worry  and t h a t  she  wo u l d  
f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  for me  to  s l e e p  i n  and t o o k  me  to my  
r o o m i n the  m a i n  b u i l d i n g .  She  b r o u g h t  i n  s o m e  sheets  
and b l a n k e t s ,  and t o l d  me  t o  m a k e  t he  bed w h i l e  she  
s o u g h t  s o m e  n i g h t  c l o t h e s  for m e .  No s o o n e r  had I fin
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i shed m a k i n g  t he  bed wh e n  V i c k i e  r e t u r n e d ,  not  wi t h  
the e x p e c t e d  p a j a m a s ,  but  i n s t e a d  w i t h  a f u l l  l e n g t h  
ny l o n  n i g h t g o w n  in a warm w a t e r m e l o n  c o l o r  and a 
q u i l t e d  n y l o n  robe  bo t h  o b v i o u s l y  no t  d e s i g n e d  for the  
m a l e  o f  the  s p e c i e s .

"You d o n ’ t e x p e c t  me  to w e a r  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  do 
you?  I c a n  l i v e  w i t h  t he  n a i l  p o l i s h  o v e r n i g h t ,  but  
thi s  i s  t o o  much."'

" D o n ’ t be  f o o l i s h , "  V i c k i e  r e p l i e d ,  " t h e s e  are  
j us t  n i g h t c l o t h e s  and m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  s l e e p i n g  i n  your  
u n d e r w e a r .  No one  w i l l  know and i f  i t  r e l i e v e s  your  
mi n d ,  I w i l l  not  t e l l .  Gi ve  me  your  c l o t h e s  a f t e r  y o u  
g e t  i n t o  your  n i g h t c l o t h e s ,  and I w i l l  pr e s s  y o ur  t r o u 
sers and shi r t  so t h a t  y o u  w i l l  l e a v e  t o m o r r o w  l o o k i n g  
n e a t e r  t ha n  y o u  do n o w .  When y o u  g e t  up in t he  m o r n 
i n g ,  c o m e  down to my h o u s e  and I w i l l  f i x  y o u  b r e a k 
f a s t . "

F e e l i n g  a b i t  f o o l i s h ,  I w e n t  i n t o  t he  w a s h r o o m  
to c h a n g e .  The  f e e l  o f  t he  n y l o n  g o wn as i t  s l i t h e r e d  
down my bo d y  was  no t  u n p l e a s a n t .  I put  on t h e  n y l o n  
robe  w h i c h  was  a b i t  t i g h t  s i n c e  I was  5 ' 10" t a l l  and  
w e i g h e d  a b o u t  165 p o u n d s .  When I h a n d e d  V i c k i e  my  
c l o t h e s ,  she  l o o k e d  at  me in a f u n n y  w a y ,  but  s a i d  
n o t h i n g  e x c e p t ,  " s e e  y o u  at  b r e a k f a s t , "  and t h e n  she  
l e f t  t h e  r o o m .

My new c l o t h e s  f e l t  s o f t  and p l e a s a n t  and I 
c o u l d  n o t  r e s i s t  l o o k i n g  i n  t he  f u l l  l e n g t h  mi r r o r  to  
s e e  wha t  I l o o k e d  l i k e .  My p a i n t e d  t o e  n a i l s  p e e k i n g  
b e n e a t h  t he  h e m  of  my  r o be  a m u s e d  and d e l i g h t e d  m e .  
What  a s o f t  l i f e  w o m e n  mu s t  h a v e  I t h o u g h t ,  to  put  up 
wi t h  t h e s e  d e l i g h t s  e v e r y  night . '  I r e m o v e d  t he  r o b e ,  
c r a w l e d  b e n e a t h  the  s h e e t s  f e e l i n g  s t r a n g e l y  e l a t e d  
and i t  was  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  I c o u l d  f a l l  a s l e e p .  When  
I a w o k e ,  I w a s h e d ,  put  on t he  robe  s i n c e  i t  was  c h i l l y  
and w a i t e d  for V i c k i e  to re t urn  w i t h  my  c l o t h e s .  T h e  
h o u s e  p h o n e  r a n g .  It  was  V i c k i e  t e l l i n g  me  to  hurry  
do wn to  the  h o u s e  and h a v e  b r e a k f a s t  w i t h  h e r .  She  
was s t a r v e d  and b r e a k f a s t  was  a l m o s t  r e a d y .

" V i c k i e , "  I s t a m m e r e d ,  " y o u  h a v e  my c l o t h e s .  
How i n  t he  d e v i l  c a n  I g e t  do wn to  b r e a k f a s t  w i t h o u t
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making  a fool  of myself?

•’ D o n ’ t be s i l l y ,  F r a n k , "  she a n s w e r e d .  " T h e r e  
i s  no o n e  n e a r e r  t han  50 m i l e s ,  t he  g a t e  i s  l o c k e d ,  
and y o u  c a n n o t  be s e e n  f r o m t h e r e . ”

I put  on my s h o e s  w h i c h  di d n o t  q u i t e  f i t  my  
" o u t f i t "  and as I w a l k e d  t o w a r d s  V i c k i e ’s h o m e  I c o u l d  
no t  h e l p  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  I was  b e g i n n i n g  to e n j o y  w e a r 
i n g  t h e s e  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  Wi t h i n  a f e w  m i n u t e s  we  
we r e  e n j o y i n g  a l i g h t  b r e a k f a s t  o f  p o a c h e d  e g g ,  w h i t e  
t o a s t  l i g h t l y  b u t t e r e d ,  and b l a c k  c o f f e e .  As had h a p p 
e n e d  t he  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  we  w e r e  s o o n  e n g r o s s e d  i n  i n t 
e r e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  to t he  p o i n t  t h a t  I e v e n  f o r g o t  
h o w  I was  d r e s s e d .

" Yo u  know F r a n k , "  she  f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  " I ' v e  e n j o y 
ed h a v i n g  y o u  w i t h  me t h e s e  p a s t  f e w  hour s  and h a t e  to 
s e e  y o u  l e a v e .  Why d o n ’t y o u  s t a y  on a n o t h e r  day?"

I a g r e e d  to s t ay  on s i n c e  I had no t  b e e n  so r e 
l a x e d  at  any t i m e  d u r i n g  the  p a s t  e i g h t  h e c t i c  y e a r s .
"I j u s t  h a p p e n e d  to t h i n k ,  wh a t  do I do for c l o t h e s .  
R e m e m b e r  m i n e  we r e  s t o l e n  and I c a n ' t  we a r  t h e s e  a l l  
day long.’ "

" D o n ’ t w o r r y , "  she r e s p o n d e d ,  "Your c l o t h e s  are  
p r e s s e d  and r e a d y  for w e a r .  She  g a v e  t h e m  to  me  and  
as I c h a n g e d  c l o t h i n g ,  I c o u l d  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  my r e 
l u c t a n c e  to r e m o v e  the  n i g h t g o w n  and r o b e .

We s p e n t  t he  b a l a n c e  o f  t he  day  t a l k i n g  and 
w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  r e s o r t  t a k i n g  t i m e  out  o n l y  for a 
l i g h t  l u n c h .  As e v e n i n g  a p p r o a c h e d  n e i t h e r  one  of  us 
s a i d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  my l e a v i n g .  V i c k i e  p r e pa r d  t wo  
s m a l l  f i l e t s  for d i n n e r  and s o o n  we  we r e  e m b r o i l e d  in  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  t he  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s  we  bo t h  e n -  
j o y e d .

F i n a l l y  she  s a i d ,  "Why d o n ’t y o u  s l e e p  h e r e  t o 
n i g h t .  T h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  r o o m and I c a n  l o c k  t he  door  
to my r o o m .  It s e e m s  f o o l i s h  for y o u  to w a l k  b a c k  to 
t he  r e s o r t  and s pe nd  t he  e v e n i n g  a l o n e . "

T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  p l e a s e d  me and we bo t h  w e n t  to
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our r o o ms  to p r e p a r e  to r e t i r e  for the e v e n i n g .  As I 
a t t i r e d  m y s e l f  in the  gown and robe  of  l a s t  n i g h t ,  a 
warm g l o w  c a m e  over  m e .  It was  at  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  1 
n o t i c e d  I s t i l l  had t he  n a i l  p o l i s h  on my f i l l e r s  and  
t o e s .  She was  d r e s s e d  in a s o f t  b l u e  w a l t z  l e n g t h  g o wn  
wi t h  m a t c h i n g  robe  and was  a b e a u t i f u l  s i g h t  to s e e  as 
she e n t e r e d  the  r o o m .

’’ Frank,  " she e x c l a i m e d ,  "I f o r g o t  a b o u t  h o u s e -  
s l i p p e r s  for y o u  l a s t  n i g h t  but  t h e s e  s h o u l d  f i t "  and 
she h a n d e d  me  a pa i r  of  m i d - h e e l e d  m u l e s .

I put  the  m u l e s  on and s a i d ,  "I m i g h t  be  a b l e  
to s tand in t h e s e  but  I d o u b t  i f  I c o u l d  walk."'  S o o n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  I was  w a l k i n g  around t he  r o o m and had to 
a d m i t  t h a t  I was  g e t t i n g  a t h r i l l  out  of  t he  new p o s t u r e  
t he  m u l e s  g a v e  me ,  and t he y  did m a k e  my e n t i r e  a p 
p e a r a n c e  mo r e  f e m i n i n e .

"You k n o w , "  V i c k i e  s a i d ,  "I e n j o y  h a v i n g  y o u  
h e r e  and i f  i t  w e r e n ’t for the  o c c a s i o n a l  p a s s e r - b y  g o 
i n g  t h r o u g h  h e r e ,  I w o u l d  ask y o u  to  s t a y  on.  Ho w e v e r  
I c a n ’t d a m a g e  t he  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  the  l o d g e  by h a v i n g  
a man around w h e n  I am h e r e  a l o n e .

I a g r e e d  t ha t  I l i k e d  the  i d e a  of  s t a y i n g  on,  but  
c o u l d  t h i n k  of  no way  i n  w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  be m a n a g e d .
We both r e m a i n e d  s i l e n t  for a w h i l e .  T h e n  V i c k i e  j u m p 
ed up and s h o u t e d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  i t ! "  But I d o n ' t  wa n t  to  
t a l k  a b o u t  i t  n o w.  I ’l l  t e l l  y o u  my i d e a  i n  the  m o r n 
i n g  and i f  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  m e ,  we c a n  be  t o g e t h e r  for  
a b i t  l o n g e r .  "

When I a w o k e  i n  t he  m o r n i n g  by a t a p p i n g  on my  
door ,  I f e l t  a t h r i l l  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  V i c k i e  
had not  t o l d  me what  she  had i n  m i n d ,  I s u s p e c t e d  and  
was on l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I f e l t  no r e s e n t m e n t  to w h a t  I 
kne w her  i d e a  wo u l d  b e .

" Frank,  " she  s a i d ,  "Ge t  d r e s s e d  and c o m e  do wn  
for b r e a k f a s t  and I w i l l  t e l l  y o u  my  p l a n . "

Wi th t h a t ,  she h a n d e d  me  a bundle  of  c l o t h e s  
c o n s i s t i n g  of  p a n t i e s ,  h a l f  s l i p ,  bra,  p a d d e d  i n s e r t s ,  
w a i s t  c i n c h  and a l i g h t  g r e e n  s h i r t w a i s t  d r e s s .  I l o o k e d
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for  my own c l o t h e s  w h i c h  were n o w h e r e  in s i g h t  and 
s t a r t e d  to  p r o t e s t  her  r e q u e s t ,  but  for s o m e  r e a s o n  
s a i d  n o t h i n g .  I t t o o k  me  a f e w  m i n u t e s  to  f i g u r e  out  
t h a t  t he  w a i s t  c i n c h  w i t h  t he  a t t a c h e d  g a r t e r s  w e n t  un
der  t he  p a n t i e s  but  f r o m t h e r e  on t he  d r e s s i n g  was  easy  
As I a d d e d  on e a c h  g a r m e n t  t he  wa r m f e e l i n g  I had  
b e e n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  w h i l e  i n  f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l  c a m e b a c k .  
When I was  c o m p l e t e l y  d r e s s e d ,  I l o o k e d  i n t o  t he  f u l l  
l e n g t h  mi r r o r  and was  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d .  I l o o k e d  
p o u n d s  l i g h t e r  w i t h  t he  c i n c h ,  and my l e g s ,  i f  t h e y  
had not  b e e n  so h a i r y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a t t r a c t i v e  s i nce  
t h e y  w e r e  s h a p e l y  and f e m i n i n e  a p p e a r i n g .  My f a c e  
o f  c o u r s e ,  l e f t  s o m e t h i n g  to  be  d e s i r e d .  When 1 e n t 
e r e d  t h e  r o o m V i c k i e  w h i s t l e d ,  and a l t h o u g h  I f e l t  
f o o l i s h ,  I a l s o  was  c o n t e n t .  She  c o u l d  no t  w a i t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  to g i v e  me  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  her  p l a n .  The  
c l o t h e s  s he  had g i v e n  me  w e r e  f r om a g u e s t  who  had- 
d e p a r t e d  l e a v i n g  no f o r w a r d i n g  a d d r e s s .  She e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  r e s o r t s  and h o t e l s  o f t e n  a c c u m u l a t e  i t e m s  in t hi s  
w a y .

She  b i o u g h t  out  a b r o w n e t t e  c o l o r e d  w i g  w h i c h  
was  f a s h i o n e d  i n  o ne  o f  t he  n e w e r  s t y l e s  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  was  f r o m m a t e r i a l s  used for shows  d u r i n g  the  
r e s o r t  s e a s o n .  She  a l s o  s a i d  t ha t  she  had s t a y e d  up 
l a s t  n i g h t  c o m b i n g  and s e t t i n g  t he  w i g  for t h i s  "b i g  
d a y " .  A l t h o u g h  my b e a r d  was  l i g h t ,  V i c k i e  i n s i s t e d  
I s h a v e ,  and I m a d e  an i n c o n g r u o u s  f i g u r e  d o i n g  so,  
d r e s s e d  as I wa s .

" Fran" she s a i d ,  ” 1 c a n ' t  c a l l  y o u  Frank whe n  
y o u  are  d r e s s e d  as y o u  are  n o w .  Let  me  try t h e  f i n i s h 
i n g  t o u c h e s . "

No s o o n e r  was  t h i s  s a i d  t h e n  she  s h o v e d  me  i nto  
a c h a i r ,  b r o u g h t  out  a t ray  o f  c o s m e t i c s  and p r o c e e d e d  
to  work  on my f a c e .  As she  a p p l i e d  t he  p a n c a k e  to  my  
f a c e ,  I c o u l d  s e n s e  a ne w e x c i t e m e n t  w i t h i n  m e  w h i c h  
I c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .  T h e n  c a m e  t he  e y e s h a d o w ,  
e y e b r o w  p e n c i l  o u t l i n i n g  my  br ows ,  m a s c a r a  to my  
l a s h e s ,  l i q u i d  r o u g e  to  my c h e e k s  w h i c h  she  b l e n d e d  
by a g a i n  a p p l y i n g  t he  p a n c a k e  o v e r  i t .  F i n a l l y  she  
o u t l i n e d  my l i p s  i n  a b r i g h t  c r i m s o n  and f i l l e d  i t  i n  
w i t h  l i p s t i c k  f r o m t h e  t u b e .  V i c k i e  s t e p p e d  b a c k  to 
a d m i r e  her  c r e a t i o n  and s e e m e d  p l e a s e d .  "Fran,  " she
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s a i d ,  “ You l o o k  b e t t e r  t han  l o t s  o f  w o m e n  I h a v e  s e e n  
around h e r e .  T a k e  a l o o k  in t he  mi r r or  and l e t  me  know 
what  y o u  t h i n k  of  t he  new y o u .  “ She t h e n  put  the  brown- 
e t t e  w i g  on my h e a d ,  a r r a n g e d  i t ,  and d i r e c t e d  me  t o 
ward t he  mi r r o r .  The  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I saw of  m y s e l f  was  
s t a r t l i n g .  E x c e p t  for p o s t u r e ,  the  i l l u s i o n  o f  an a t t r a c 
t i v e  w o m a n  was  r e v e a l e d .  If  I had no t  k n o w n  b e t t e r ,  I 
wo u l d  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  m y s e l f  a w o m a n ,  l a r g e r  t ha n  mo s t  
but s t i l l  f a i r l y  a t t r a c t i v e .

"Fran,  t h i s  i s  w o r k i n g  out  b e t t e r  t han I t h o u g h t ,  
but  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  we  c a n  do to i m p r o v e  t h i s  
new y o u . f c v e n  mo r e ,  p r o v i d e d  y o u  are  w i l l i n g . "

"What do y o u  m e a n , "  I r e p l i e d ,  "I t h i n k  I l o o k  
p r e t t y  g o o d  for a b i g  m a n ------- e r a h ,  I me a n - - w o m a n  . "

"Fran,  the  h a i r  on your  c h e s t  s hows  thru t he  V-  
n e c k  of  your  s h i r t w a i s t  dres s  and your  l e g s  are  a bi t  
h a i r y  for a w o m a n ,  d o n ’t y o u  t h i n k ? "

We a g r e e d ,  a f t e r  a l m o s t  no h e s i t a t i o n  on my  
part ,  to s h a v e  t h e s e  a r e a s  a f t e r  l u n c h .  We had b e e n  
so e n g r o s s e d  in t he  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  Frank t o  Fran  
t hat  we  had s k i p p e d  b r e a k f a s t  and had not  b e e n  a w a r e  
of  the  p a s s a g e  of  t i m e .  We a t e  a l i g h t  l u n c h  of  c o t 
t a g e  c h e e s e ,  f re sh  f r u i t ,  and b l a c k  c o f f e e  s i n c e  Vi c k i e  
was no t  a b i g  e a t e r  and had not  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  for a 
g u e s t .  I e n j o y e d  t he  f e e l  of  my  ne w c l o t h e s  and was  
g r a t e f u l  t ha t  my m a k e u p  hi d wh a t  I f e l t  m u s t  b e b l u s h -  
i n g  f rom my new f r i e n d .  A f t e r  l u n c h ,  I r e m o v e d  t he  
ha i r  f r om t h o s e  par t s  of  my body  t h a t  s h o w e d ,  d o n n e d  
a f resh p a i r  of  n y l o n s  w h i c h  I a t t a c h e d  to the  g a r t e r s  
of  t he  w a i s t  c i n c h  h o l d i n g  i t  mo r e  f i r m l y  in p l a c e .  
V i c k i e  p r e s e n t e d  me  w i t h  a w h i t e  p e a r l  c h o k e r  and  
m a t c h i n g  e a r r i n g s  w h i c h  I put  on,  and w i t h  her  d o n a 
t i o n  o f  a p a i r  of  g r e e n  p u mp s ,  my t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  was  
c o m p l e t e .  I d a s h e d  to the  mi rror  and was  p l e a s e d  
wi t h  w h a t  I s aw.  I had no t  f e l t  so g o o d  in e i g h t  y e a r s .
I t o l d  V i c k i e  t h a t  t h i s  was  the  f i r s t  t i m e  I had no t  
t h o u g h t  a b o u t  b u s i n e s s  for y e a r s ,  nor f e l t  so r e l a x e d .
I was  r e a l l y  e n j o y i n g  my new p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and was  
l o o k i n g  f orward to s p e n d i n g  t he  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s  w i t h  
V i c k i e .
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The  n e x t  t wo  w e e k s  w e r e  the  m ost  he  a v e n l y  of  
my l i f e .  Fi rs t  V i c k i e  s h o we d  me  how to a p p l y  my own 
m a k e - u p  and how to t a k e  c a r e  of  my w i g  e x p l a i n i n g  
t ha t  she had e n o u g h  to do t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  h e r s e l f .  The n  
we m o v e d  a l l  the  c l o t h e s  of  the  d e p a r t e d  g u e s t s ,  that  
w e r e  my s i z e ,  i n t o  my b e d r o o m  i n a d d i t i o n  to the  
c l o t h e s  and o t h e r  i t e m s  t ha t  V i c k i e  had p u r c h a s e d  in 
t own for m e .  She had m a d e  t he  70 m i l e  d r i v e  t w i c e ,  
f i r s t  o f  her  own a c c o r d  to g e t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  and then  
at  m i n e  s i n c e  I was  d e v e l o p i n g  my own f e m i n i n e  t a s t e s  
i n  c l o t h e s .  She  t a u g h t  me  ma n y  t h i n g s  to h e l p  the  
t i m e  pass ,  such  as how to w a l k ,  s i t ,  t a l k  mor e  s o f t l y ,  
s e l e c t  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  and in g e n e r a l  how a l a d y  shou l d  
a c t .  I e n j o y e d  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  and c o u l d  not  s e e m  to 
p i c k  up e n o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  to s a t i s f y  m e .

O f t e n  d u r i n g  "my e d u c a t i o n  to Fran,” we  wo u l d  
t a k e  l o n g  w a l k s  t h r o u g h  t he  g r ounds  bot h w e a r i n g  
f l a t s  and c a p r i s  w i t h  g a i l y  c o l o r e d  b l o u s e s .  We wo u l d  
g e t  d r e s s e d  for d i n n e r  bo t h  w e a r i n g  f u l l  l e n g t h  f o r m a l  
g o w n s  and a l t h o u g h  our m e a l s  w e r e  l i g h t ,  t h e y  m a t c h 
ed t he  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and I e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  for  
t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s .  At t i m e s  wh e n  V i c k i e  had b u s i n e s s  to  
p r o c e s s ,  I w o u l d  try on c o m b i n a t i o n s  of  c l o t h e s  and  
t i m e  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y .

On day V i c k i e ,  w h o h a d  b e e n  a l t e r i n g  my c l o t h e s  
for mo r e  p e r f e c t  f i t ,  c a m e  i n t o  my b e d r o o m  as I had  
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  c h a n g i n g  f r om c a p r i s  i n t o  a p i n k  s h i f t  
d e c o r a t e d  wi t h  l a r g e  f l o w e r s .  " F r a n ” she s a i d ,  "I 
t h i n k  I h a v e  a s ur pr i s e  for y o u .  I h a v e  b e e n  w a t c h i n g  
y o u  for t he  p a s t  w e e k s  and y o u  s e e m  to be e n j o y i n g  
y o u r  new r o l e .  It  i s  l i k e  h a v i n g  a g i r l f r i e n d  or s i s t e r  
h e r e  w i t h  m e .  You h a v e  b e e n  an a d e p t  p u p i l  and I 
know y o u  do not  m i n d  the  m a s q u e r a d e .  T h e  f e w  service  
p e o p l e  who  h a v e  s e e n  y o u  h a v e  not  t a k e n  y o u  for a n y 
t h i n g  but  w h a t  y o u  a p p e a r  to b e . "

" Fran,  I w a n t  y o u  to w e i g h  y o u r s e l f  and t e l l  me  
i f  y o u ' v e  l o s t  any w e i g h t . "

T h i s  I di d and I r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  s h o c k .  My 
w e i g h t ,  w h i c h  had b e e n  165 p o u n d s ,  was  now down to 
151.  T h e  l i g h t  d i e t ,  mo r e  s u i t e d  to the  f e m a l e  o f  the
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s p e c i e s  , p l us  our l o n g  w a l k s  and c o n s t a n t  a c t i v i t y ,  
had a p p a r e n t l y  b r o u g h t  t h i s  a b o u t .

"I h a v e  b e e n  t a k i n g  your  c l o t h e s  in c o n s t a n t l y  
and h a v e  n o t i c e d  how mu c h  y o ur  f i g u r e  has  i m p r o v e d .  
Your w a i s t l i n e  i s  31 i n c h e s  and w i t h  y o u r  w a i s t c i n c h  
on a b o u t  28 or l ess , . " V i c k i e  o b s e r v e d .

At any o t h e r  t i m e  or p l a c e ,  s uch a l os s  in weight  
wo ul d  h a v e  b e e n  a worry to  me but  now i t  was  a p l e a s 
ure .  I s e c r e t l y  m a d e  up my m i n d  to try and l o s e  e v e n  
mo r e  p o u n d s ,  for now i t  was  an o b s e s s i o n  wi t h  me  to  
try and l o o k  as a t t r a c t i v e  as I c o u l d ,  a l t h o u g h  I c o u l d  
n e v e r  a c h i e v e  t he  s i z e  9,  s v e l t e  f i g u r e  t h a t  was  Vi cki e”s.  
Du r i n g  o ne  o f  our m a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  we  had  a g r e e d  t h a t  
I w o u l d  s pe nd my  f u l l  t h r e e  m o n t h  v a c a t i o n  w i t h  V i c k i e  
and w o u l d  d e p a r t  j us t  pr i or  to the  a r r i v a l  o f  t he  f i r s t  
g u e s t s .  Th i s  w o u l d  s t i l l  l e a v e  me  t wo  w e e k s  o f  t r a v e l  
and go o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I r e a l i z e d  now t h a t  I did no t  
r e a l l y  wi s h  to go,  and was  i n  no r e a l  hurry to re t ur n  
to wo r k .  T h e  n e x t  m o n t h  and a h a l f  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y .  I 
was now down to 135 p o u n d s  and h a v i n g  b e c o m e  mo r e  
a d e p t  at  p a d d i n g ,  had a m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  f i g u r e .  I was  
s k i l l f u l  i n  a p p l y i n g  m a k e - u p ,  s e l e c t i n g  c l o t h e s  and a c 
c e s s o r i e s ,  and short  s t e p s  w e r e  now a n a t u r a l  par t  o f  
my ou t wa r d  m o v e m e n t s .  V i c k i e  s t i l l  k e p t  her  b e d r o o m  
door l o c k e d  at  n i g h t  but  we  bot h  k n e w t h a t  I w o u l d  do  
n o t h i n g  to s p o i l  t h i s  p l e a s a n t  i n t e r l u d e  in my l i f e .

One e v e n i n g  we w e r e  l i s t e n i n g  to  her  s t e r e o  s e t  
p l a y i n g  s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m "Bye Bye Bi r d i e "  and " F l o w e r  
Drum S o n g . "  T w o  s o ng s  w h i c h  I had l e a r n e d  to l i k e  
had j u s t  f i n i s h e d ,  "How L o v e l y  to be  a Woman" and  
"I e n j o y  B e i n g  a Girl" w h e n  t he  i n e v i t a b l e  h a p p e n e d  
and I f ound V i c k i e  in my a r m s .  T h e  f e e l  o f  our b o d i e s  
t hr o ug h  t h e  n y l o n  g o wn s  was  e x h i l i r a t i n g . As her  arms  
p r e s s e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a g a i n s t  my b a c k ,  and our l i p 
s t i c k s  b l e n d e d  and t he  f r a g r a n c e  o f  our p e r f u m e s  i n t e r 
t w i n e d ,  I r e c e i v e d  a t h r i l l  u n l i k e  any e x p e r i e n c e d  b e 
f or e  .

I p u l l e d  b a c k  and a p o l o g i z e d  to V i c k i e  who  di d  
not  s e e m  d i s p l e a s e d .  She  s e e m e d  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  my  
t h o u g h t s  and s a i d ,  "Fran,  y o u  do n o t  d i s p l e a s e  me  as 
a w o m a n ,  nor as a m a n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w h e n  I do t he  bus -





to m y s e l f  was  a r e s o u n d i n g  " F r a n ! ” I e x p r e s s e d  these  
t h o u g h t  to V i c k i e  and she did not  s e e m  s u r p r i s e d .

" Fran,  why d o n ' t  y o u  s t ay  t he  t wo  w e e k s  y o u  
s t i l l  h a v e  r e m a i n i n g  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  are g u e s t s .  You  
h a v e  s c h o o l e d  y o u r s e l f  so a d m i r a b l y ,  t h a t  I am sure  
t h a t  y o u  w i l l  e n j o y m e e t i n g  and b e i n g  wi t h  o t h e r s  as 
Fran i n s t e a d  of  Frank.  Gi v e  i t  a try and i f  a f t e r  a day  
y o u  do not  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  y o u  c a n  l e a v e  at  o n c e . ”

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  to t e l l  how mu c h  I e n j o y e d  t he  
f o l l o w i n g  t wo  w e e k s .  T h e  r e s o r t  was  mo r e  f e s t i v e  and 
when Fran i n t r o d u c e d  me  as her  c o u s i n  f r om b a c k  Hast ,  
no one  q u e s t i o n e d  i t  or m e .  I t o o k  o v e r  the  j ob of  
h o s t e s s  in t he  d i n i n g  r o o m d u r i n g  m e a l  t i m e  and e n j o y 
ed t a l k i n g  wi t h  bo t h  m e n  and w o m e n  a l i k e  i n  t h i s  r o l e .  
I e v e n  e n j o y e d  the  m i l d  f l i r t a t i o n s  o f  s o m e  of  the  m a l e  
g u e s t s  who  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c h a g r i n e d  i f  t he  t ruth had  
b e e n  kno wn to t h e m .  I d o u b l y  e n j o y e d  p l a y i n g  p i n g -  
po n g  and v o l l e y  b a l l  w i t h  t he  g u e s t s ,  s i n c e  as a man I 
e x c e l  at  t h e s e  g a m e s ,  and as Fran I had to h i d e  t hi s  
s k i l l .  One e v e n i n g  I t o o k  par t  i n  a m o o n l i g h t  s w i m  
in t he  h e a t e d  p o o l  and c a me  t h r o u g h  w i t h  f l y i n g  c o l 
ors t hanks  to s p e c i a l  e q u i p m e n t  to h e l p  h i d e  my true  
s e x ,  and a p r o pe r  s w i m s u i t  w h i c h  V i c k i e  g a v e  m e .  I 
was  a l w a y s  p l e a s e d  wh e n  V i c k i e  w o u l d  t e l l  me t h a t  her  
g u e s t s  t h o u g h t  I was  a ' w o n d e r f u l  w o m a n ’ and how t h e y  
e n j o y e d  h a v i n g  me  at  t he  r e s o r t .  When I w o u l d  r e 
c e i v e  c o m p l i m e n t s  f r om t he  w o m e n  g u e s t s  on my h a i r 
do or c o s t u m e ,  I w o u l d  be e l a t e d .

F i n a l l y  t he  day o f  d e p a r t u r e  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  be  
d e l a y e d .  V i c k i e  and I a g r e e d  to m e e t  o n c e  t he  r e s o r t  
was c l o s e d  and to r e n e w  our f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h  we  bot h  
now k n e w  wo u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  turn i n t o  m a r r i a g e .

" F r a n , "  she s a i d ,  "You had b e t t e r  b e c o m e  Frank  
i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  and re t urn  h o m e  s i n c e  y o u  h a v e  to  be  
at  work the  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  T h e  v a c a t i o n  s e a s o n  is  
short  and i n  a f ew m o n t h s  I w i l l  j o i n  y o u  b a c k  h o m e .  
Try to l e a v e  b e f o r e  t he  g u e s t s  a r i s e . "

She  t he n  w e n t  i n t o  her  r o o m and b r o u g h t  o ut  my  
c l o t h e s .  We t a l k e d  for s e v e r a l  hours  and we s a i d  g o o d 
b y e  t ha t  e v e n i n g  s i n c e  I di d no t  w a n t  to s e e  h e r  g e t  up
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in the wee hours of morning just to see me leave .

. . . . As I d r o v e  b a c k  to my h o m e ,  the  sound of  
t i r e s  r u n n i n g  o v e r  the  r o a d w a y  was s o f t  and p l e a s a n t .
I had l e f t  b e f o r e  V i c k i e  a w o k e  and was w o n d e r i n g  what  
she  wo u l d  t h i n k  i f  she  c o u l d  s e e  me n o w.  My b e i g e  Ital
i a n  Kn i t  s u i t  wi t h  br own a p p l i q  ue d F l o we r  on t he  j a c k 
e t  f i t  me  p e r f e c t l y .  The  s k i r t  was  l i f t e d  s l i g h t l y  above  
my k n e e s  to m a k e  d r i v i n g  mo r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  and my  
n y l o n e d  l e g s  we r e  s m o o t h  as s i l k .  T h e  b o n e  pu mp s  were  
c o m f o r t a b l e  and a t t r a c t i v e .  My m a k e - u p  was  f l a w l e s s  
and was  a c o m p l i m e n t  to the  t e a c h i n g  of  the pas t  m o n 
ths and my l o n g  f i n g e r n a i l s  w e r e  p e r f e c t l y  e n a m e l e d .  I 
f e l t  p e r f e c t l y  g r o o m e d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  my s l i p ,  bra and 
p a n t i e s  m a t c h e d  the  c o l o r  of  my c o s t u m e  and t ha t  my  
a c c e s s o r i e s  we r e  in g o o d  t a s t e .  As I d r o v e  down the  
road my e y e s  w o u l d  c a t c h  s i g h t  of  the  c o l o r  of  my f i n g 
ers  and in g l a n c i n g  t hr o ug h  t he  rear  v i e w  mi rror ,  I 
c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  my h a i r d o  was  a t t r a c t i v e .  The  c l o t h e s  
I had worn w h e n  I l e f t  to s t ar t  my v a c a t i o n  we r e  on 
the  f l o o r  o f  the t runk.

T h e r e  wo u l d  s t i l l  be p l e n t y  of  t i m e  to c h a n g e  
b a c k  b e f o r e  g o i n g  to wo f k  the  n e x t  m o r n i n g  and I w a n t 
ed Fran to s t ay  as l o n g  as p o s s i b l e .  What  a r e m a r k a 
b l e  v a c a t i o n  - to l e a v e  as Frank and re t urn as Fran.
As for the  res t  and r e l a x a t i o n  I had s e t  o i l t to  a c h i e v e  
i t  had b e e n  a t t a i n e d  in far g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  t ha n  I woul d  
h a v e  t h o u g h t  p o s s i b l e  - s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  
f e w  days  w i t h  V i c k i e ,  Frank j us t  " we n t  a w a y ” . He got  
a g o o d  r e s t  a l l  r i g h t ,  n o b o d y  had d i s t u r b e d  h i m  for 
t h r e e  l o n g  m o n t h s  i n  t h a t  n i c e  q u i e t  c l o s e t  w h e r e  V i c k 
i e  had put  hi s  c l o t h e s .

Y ^ Y ^ Y ^ Y ^ Y ^

COVER GIRL 
by PHYLLIS 2 2-A- l

A C o v e r  Gir l  to be ,  t h a t ’ s me !
Wi th Bra and h e e l s  and f i n e r y .
My h a i r  so l o n g  and m a k e u p  n e a t  
For a l l  t o  s e e ,  a r e a l l y  rare t r e a t .
Now d o n ’ t l a u g h  g i r l s ,  i t ’s no t  so bad
To  be p i c k e d  to a p p e a r  on t he  c o v e r  of  MAD!
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(continued f r o m  pg. 32)
My h e a r t  a l l  but  s t o p p e d  t o o .  With t e a r s  in my  

e y e s  I s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  m e a n  i t .  H o n e s t l y !  P l e a s e  don't  
ma k e  me  w a l k .  I ’ l l  be a g o o d ............g - i - r - 1 . . . "

I had sa i d i t .  How or why I s a i d  i t ,  I d o n ’ t k n o w .  
But I do know t h a t  i t  s a v e d  my l i f e  - at  l e a s t  for the  
t i m e  b e i n g .  D e b b i e  s e e m e d  g e n u i n e l y  p l e a s e d .  ’W e l l ,  
Ma r i l y n ,  so y o u  f i n a l l y  a d m i t  i t .  Al l  r i g h t  h o n e y ,  
you n e e d n ’ t w a l k .  But u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s .  Y o u ' v e  had  
your  l a s t  c h a n c e !  ”

She  w e n t  on a wa y  and t h e n  p u l l e d  i n t o  a p a r k i n g  
p l a c e  p r a c t i c a l l y  in the  c e n t e r  of  the  t o w n .  " I ’ l l  
onl y  be  a m o m e n t .  D o n ' t  l e a v e  m e . ” With t ha t  she  
was out  of  t he  car  and on her  w a y .

As i f  I wo u l d  l e a v e  her!  She  had t a k e n  the ke y s  
and I w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t o  g e t  out  and wa l k !  D e b b i e  knew  
i t  t o o .

M o m e n t s  l a t e r ,  as I sat  t h e r e  r e f l e c t i n g  on a l l  
t ha t  had h a p p e n e d  in the  pas t  f ew hours ,  I n o t i c e d  
C a r o l y n  and J o a n n e  c o m i n g  t oward  the  c a r .  "My g o s b ,  " 
I t h o u g h t .  " T h e y  m u s t  not  s e e  me  t hi s  w a y . "

I s l i d  down f a r t he r  and f a r t h e r ,  and I m o v e d  t he  
h e a d  s c a r f  f orward as t h e y  c a m e  w i t h i n  10 yards  of  the  
c a r .

J o a n n e  c o u l d  be s e e n  p o i n t i n g  to t he  c ar ,  as i f  to  
say ,  " Ca r o l y n ,  t h e r e ' s  D e b b i e ' s  c a r .  I wo n d e r  w h e r e  
she i s . "

As t h e y  c a m e  w i t h i n  l i s t e n i n g  r a n g e ,  C a r o l y n  n o t 
i c e d ,  " t h e r e ' s  t hat  g i r l  that  was  wi t h  h e r .  L e t ’s ask 
her .  "

I was t e r r i f i e d .  T h e y  wo u l d  s u r e l y  r e c o g n i z e  m e .
I wa n t e d  to t e l l  t h e m to " g e t  out  of  h e r e .  D o n ’ t c o m e  
near  m e . "  A n y t h i n g  to h a v e  t h e m  go a w a y .  But h e r e  
t hey  were  r i g h t  by t he  c a r .

J o a n n e  s p o k e ,  " e x c u s e  me ,  we were  w o n d e r i n g  
where  D e b b i e . . . "  Her words  we r e  br o k e n  as C a r o l y n  
l o o k e d  and p o i n t e d  down the s t r e e t .  "Here  she c o m e s ,  
J o a n n e .  "
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A mo r e  b e a u t i f u l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  I w i l l  n e v e r  hear ,  
so l o n g  as I l i v e !  T h e  t w o  g i r l s  b r o k e  a wa y  f rom the  
c a r ,  e x c u s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and m o v e d  t o wa r d s  D e b b i e .  
T h e y  m e t  her  a b o u t  10 yar ds  do wn the  s t r e e t  f rom the  
c a r .  I w a t c h e d  t h e m  as t h e y  t a l k e d ,  l a u g h e d ,  t a l k e d  
s o m e  m o r e ,  and t h e n  l a u g h e d  s o m e  m o r e .  What  were  
t h e y  s a y i n g .  Was D e b b i e  t e l l i n g  t h e m  a b o u t  m e ?  I 
c o u l d  s e e  t h e m  l o o k  my way  e v e r y  now and t h e n .

S u d d e n l y  I saw D e b b i e  t a k e  t h e m  by the  arms  and 
m o v e  t h e m  o v e r  my w a y .  My r e l i e f  had b e e n  short  
l i v e d .  I r e s i g n e d  m y s e l f  t o  my f a t e«

D e b b i e  m a d e  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  " Ma r i l y n ,  I want  
y o u  to know t wo  s w e e t  g i r l  f r i e n d s  of  m i n e ,  J o a n n e  and 
C a r o l y n .  " I m a n a g e d  a s m i l e  but  did not  say a n y t h i n g .

J o a n n e  a d d e d ,  "We a l m o s t  m e t  you  a m o m e n t  a g o .  
But i t  is n i c e  to h a v e  a f o r m a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n . "  I s m i l e d  
a g a i n .

It was  C a r o l y n ’s turn.  " D e b b i e  t e l l s  us t ha t  y ou ' r e  
f rom out  of  t he  c i t y  and v i s i t i n g  F a i r s d a l e .  You must  
c o m e  and v i s i t  us w h i l e  y o u ’re h e r e .  W e ’d j us t  l o v e  
to  h a v e  y o u ! "

I w a n t e d  to  s h o u t .  " Le a v e  me  a l o n e , "  but  on l y  
m a n a g e d  a n o t h e r  s m i l e .  My s m i l e s  we r e  g e t t i n g  w e a k 
e r .  I t h o u g h t  s u r e l y  t h e y  mus t  know who I r e a l l y  was .  
Or was  my d i s g u i s e  r e a l l y  t ha t  g o o d ? . . . .

D e b b i e  t e r m i n a t e d  the  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  " I ’m a f ra i d  
M a r i l y n  is t oo  o v e r c o m e  by you  g i r l s .  She r e a l l y  is 
a ve r y  shy g i r l . "

C a r o l y n  c o n c l u d e d ,  " D e b b i e ,  why d o n ' t  you  have  
M a r i l y n  as a g u e s t  at  our m e e t i n g  t o n i g h t .  I know  
t he  o t her  g i r l s  w i l l  l o v e  he r .  Be s i d e s  i t  w i l l  h e l p  to 
e l i m i n a t e  her  s h y n e s s . "

With t ha t  t h e y  bid us both g o o d - b y e .  "I h o p e  
w e ' l l  s e e  you t o n i g h t ,  M a r i l y n ,  " J o a n n e  c a l l e d .

D e b b i e  c a m e  around and go t  in the  c a r .  I had to 
k n o w .  "What  did y o u  t e l l  t h e m? "  "Do t he y  k n o w? " - !  
"You d i d n ' t ............"
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D e b b i e  l a u g h e d  h e a r t i l y - - a t  m e .  "You l o v e l y  g i r l .  
D o n ' t  y o u  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ’ t e v e n  know the  d i f f 
e r e n c e . . . .  T h e y  r e a l l y  t h i n k  y o u ’re a g i r l  f r i e n d  o f  
m i n e  f rom out  of  t o w n . ”

"Oh" I s a i d ,  not  k n o w i n g  w h e t h e r  to be g l a d  or s ad .  
Glad t h a t  t h e y  did no t  r e c o g n i z e  m e ,  but  s a d . . c o u l d  I 
r e a l l y  l o o k  so mu c h  l i k e  a g i r l ?

F i n a l l y  I s a i d ,  "I 'm r e a l l y  sorry D e b b i e .  You w e r e  
t r u l y  g o o d  to m e .  You c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  t h e m .  And y e t  
y o u  d i d n ' t ! ”

D e b b i e  was  t o u c h e d ,  but  not  for l o n g .  She  p a t t e d  
me on the  k n e e .  " I t ’s a l l  r i g h t ,  h o n e y ,  I ' m  proud to  
h a v e  such a c u t e  g i r l  v i s i t i n g  m e . "  T h e n  t he  n e x t  
b l o w .  "You kno w,  i t  w o u l d  be n i c e  to  h a v e  you  as our  
g u e s t  t o n i g h t . ”

I was s h o c k e d .  "You c a n ’ t m e a n  t h a t ,  D e b b i e . . .  
T h e y ’ l l  be sure to k n o w . ”

"Joanne  and C a r o l y n  d i d n ’ t, ” D e b b i e  c o u n t e r e d .
[ " B e s i d e s ,  I t h i n k  y o u ’d e n j o y  m e e t i n g  wi t h  u s . "

As we m o v e d  a l o n g  in D e b b i e ' s  c ar ,  t he  t h o u g h t  of  
a t t e n d i n g  the  s o r o r i t y  m e e t i n g  a p p e a l e d  mo r e  and mor e  
to m e .  It wo u l d  be so m u c h  fun,  I t h o u g h t ;  i t  w o u l d  
be so e m b a r r a s s i n g  and r e v e a l i n g ,  I r e a l i z e d .  "No",  I 
t o l d  m y s e l f ,  "i t  j u s t  c a n ’t h a p p e n ! "

S u d d e n l y  I was  a w a k e n e d  in my t h o u g h t s  to r e a l i z e  
\ t hat  we we r e  n e a r i n g  my h o m e .  I i n q u i r e d ,  " a r e n ’t we 

g o i n g  pas t  your  a p a r t m e n t  so I c a n  c h a n g e ? "  It was  a 
f o o l i s h  q u e s t i o n .  " Ch a n g e  to what ?"  D e b b i e  a s k e d ,  as 
i f - s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w.  "Why,  i n t o  my own c l o t h e s . "  I 
p a u s e d .  "I c a n ' t  go h o m e  t hi s  w a y . "  T h e  c o n f i d e n c e  

j. in my v o i c e  was  g o n e  by the t i m e  I had f i n i s h e d  the  
j l a s t  word.

D e b b i e  l a u g h e d  s a r c a s t i c l y .  "So far as I ' m c o n c e r n -  
I ed,  you  h a v e  no c l o t h e s  but  t hos e  I ' v e  l e n t  y o u . . I  do 
j h a v e  s o me  r i d i c u l o u s  m a l e  c l o t h i n g  i n t h e  t runk,  but

t hose  c o u l d n ' t  p o s s i b l e  b e l o n g  to a l o v e l y  g i r l  l i k e  y o u . "

" D e b b i e ,  p l e a s e . . . "  I p r o t e s t e d .
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"You c a n  r e t u r n  my dress  and l i n g e r i e  a f t e r  y o u  g e t  
h o m e .  Just  b r i n g  t h e m  wi t h  y o u  to the m e e t i n g ,  or 
we a r  t h e m  i f  y o u  p r e f e r .  Or m a y b e  your  s i s t e r s  w i l l
l e n d  y o u  s o m e  of  t h e i r s . ”

"Oh no,  " I t h o u g h t ,  as t he  words  s t ruck  h o m e .  I 
t h e n  t o l d  D e b b i e ,  "I j u s t  c a n ' t  l e t  my  s i s t e r s  s e e  me  
l i k e  t h i s ! ”

" W e l l ,  M a r i l y n ,  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h o u g h t  of  t hat  
b e f o r e  y o ur  f e m i n i n e ,  s i s s y  t r a i t s  we r e  so c l e a r l y  r e 
v e a l e d  t o d a y . "  With t h a t  D e b b i e  had b r o u g h t  t he  car  
to  a s top i n  f ront  of  our h o m e .  I sat  t h e r e  f r o z e n .

"The  m e e t i n g  s t ar t s  at  8 t o n i g h t ,  but  I want  y o u  at  
my h o m e  at  7 .  Is t h a t  c l e a r ? ” D e b b i e  w a s n ’t r e a l l y  
a s k i n g ;  she was  t e l l i n g  m e !  I o n l y  n o d d e d  my h e a d ,  
t o o  f r o z e n  to  do a n y t h i n g  e l s e .

D e b b i e  w a r n e d ,  "Of c o u r s e ,  i f  y o u  a r e n ’ t at  my  
a p a r t m e n t  at  7 - - n o t  7 : 01 —  i t  w i l l  be ve r y  e a s y  for me  
to r e l a t e  to  e v e r y o n e  wh a t  fun we had t o d a y - - w i t h  a l l  
t he  d e t a i l s ,  n a t u r a l l y .

D e b b i e  r e a c h e d  o v e r  and a g a i n  p i n c h e d  me  c l e a r  
t h r o u g h  her  p i nk  p a n t i e s .  "Now g e t  o ut .  I ’ ve  g o t  to 
g e t  h o m e . ”

I j u m p e d  a b o u t  a f o o t ,  but  not  t oward  the  do o r .  I 
g r a s p e d  her  h a n d s .  "Oh D e b b i e ,  do a n y t h i n g  to  me ,  
but  d o n ’ t l e t  me  out  h e r e .  P l e a s e ,  S a l l y  and Sandra  
h a v e  b e e n  down on me  e n o u g h  l a t e l y .  D o n ' t  m a k e  i t  
harder  for m e ! ! ” I p r a c t i c a l l y  was  on my k n e e s .

D e b b i e ’s a n s we r  was  to  s m i l e  w i c k e d l y ,  paus e  for 
a m o m e n t ,  t h e n  hop f rom her  s i d e  of  the c a r .  Around  
she c a m e  to my s i d e  and o p e n e d  t he  door .  She r e a c h e d  
for m e ,  s t i l l  w i t h  t h a t  s m i l e  on her f a c e .  I s t a r t e d  to 
p u l l  a w a y  but  was  t o o  l a t e .  D e b b i e  had me  by the  
wr i s t  and,  m o m e n t s  l a t e r ,  I was  p u l l e d  f rom t he  car  in 
a mo s t  u n l a d y l i k e  f a s h i o n .  I sat  b a c k w a r d  on the  grass  
wi t h my s k i r t  and p e t t i c o a t  f l y i n g .  D e b b i e  t he n  shut  
the  door ,  l o c k i n g  i t  as she did so .  My mo u t h  was open  
and my e y e s  a s k e d  s y m p a t h y ,  but  D e b b i e  on l y  wa v e d  
f e m i n i n e l y  b a c k  at m e .  She  s w e e t l y  s a i d ,  "Bye,  Mar
i l y n ,  d o l l .  S e e  you  s o o n . "  In a m o m e n t  she was  in
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P a n i c  s t r uc k  me  as I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  D e b b i e  was  n o t  
g o i n g  to g i v e  me  any  s y m p a t h y  and h e l p  me  out  of  my  
p r e d i c a m e n t .  He r e  I was ,  s i t t i n g  on t he  grass  in f r o nt  
of  my  h o m e ,  i n  t he  l a t e  but  s t i l l  d a y l i g h t  hours  a n d . . .  
dr e s s e d  in a g i r l ’ s dres s ,  p e t t i c o a t ,  s l i p ,  bra,  p a n t i e s  
and s h o e s .  And g i r l ’s m a k e u p  b e s i d e s !

I had to h i d e ,  I t h o u g h t .  S a l l y  and Sa n d r a  mus t  
no t  s e e  m e .  I f  I c o u l d  o n l y  s n e a k  i n t o  the h o u s e  and g e t  
to my r o o m . . ,  sure ,  t h a t  wo u l d  do i t . . . i f  I c o u l d  j u s t  
g e t  to my  r o o m .  It wo u l d  be  s i m p l e .  I c o u l d  q u i c k l y  
s w i t c h  c l o t h e s  and t a k e  t he  m a k e u p  o f f .  S u d d e n l y  a 
r i d i c u l o u s  b i t  of  c o c k i n e s s  was  b a c k .  It  was  as t h o u g h  
I had a l r e a d y  m a d e  i t  to  my  r o o m !

I q u i c k l y  p i c k e d  m y s e l f  up and m i n c e d  t oward  the  
s i d e  of  the  h o u s e .  T h e  p l a n  was  to go  i n  t he  b a c k  w a y ,  
s l i p  t hrough t he  k i t c h e n ,  up the  s t a i r s  and i n t o  my
r o o m .

As I m o v e d  a l o n g  I was  t e r r o r i z e d  by t he  f ur t her  
t h o u g h t  t ha t  t he  n e i g h b o r s  m i g h t  h a v e  s e e n  wh a t  had  
a l r e a d y  t r a n s p i r e d .  If  t h e y  had ,  a l l  o f  t he  e f f o r t s  of  
t he  n e x t  f ew m i n u t e s - - e v e  n i f  I m a d e  i t - - m i g h t  be in  
v a i n .  I t o s s e d  o f f  thi s  t error  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  on the  i m 
m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m .

I s l i p p e d  under  e a c h  w i n d o w  as I w e n t  a l o n g  the  
s i d e  of  t he  h o u s e .  So far so g o o d .  I had r e a c h e d  the  
b a c k  c o r n e r  of  the  h o u s e .

We had a l a r g e  yard in b a c k .  T h e r e  we r e  a f ew  
t r e e s ,  l o v e l y  grass  and a n u mb e r  of  p i e c e s  of  f u r n i t u r e  
on t he  l a w n .  The  b a c k  door was p e r h a p s  20 f e e t  f rom  
the  c o r n e r  of  t he  h o u s e .

I l i s t e n e d  c a r e f u l l y  to s e e  i f  a n y o n e  was  i n  the  k i t 
c h e n .  T h e n  I q u i c k l y  g l a n c e d  around the  y a r d .  It d i d 
n ’t l o o k  or sound l i k e  t h e r e  was a n y o n e  in the  v i c i n i t y .  
Joy f i l l e d  my h e a r t  as I o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  t h o u g h t ,  ’’ G o l l y ,  
m a y b e  e v e r y o n e  is  out  for the a f t e r n o o n .

I was  e n c o u r a g e d  and m o v e d  forward t oward  the

her car and moving down the s tree t .
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d o o r .  Wi t h i n  a f e w f e e t  of  t he  door ,  I s t e p p e d  ont o  
t he  w a l k w a y  l e a d i n g  to t he  d o o r .  For a m o m e n t ,  the  
c l i c k ,  c l i c k  of  my  h i g h  h e e l s  rang o u t .  Just  as q u i c k 
l y  I c a u g h t  m y s e l f ,  and m o v e d  f orward  on my  t o e s .  I 
r e a c h e d  for t h e  d o o r .  Were  y o u  w i t h i n  20 m i l e s  of  
F a i r s d a l e  t h a t  d a y ,  y o u  wo u l d  h a v e  he a r d  the  b e a t  of  
my h e a r t  d u r i n g  the  n e x t  f e w m o m e n t s .

" H e l l o ” c a m e  a v o i c e  f rom the y a r d .  I s t ood  
t h e r e ,  f r o z e n  s t i f f .  It  s o u n d e d  l i k e  S a l l y ,  y e t  i t  
c a m e  f rom the  yard and I had l o o k e d  a b o u t  t he  y a r d . ,  
or had I ?

"Can I h e l p  y o u ,  y o u n g  l a d y ,  " t he  voi . ce  c a m e  
a g a i n .  It was  S a l l y ’s v o i c e  a l r i g h t !

I d i d n ’ t a n s we r  but  l o o k e d  s l o w l y  ar ound ,  h o p i n g  I 
was  h e a r i n g  t h i n g s .  But no .  T h e r e  was  S a l l y  l o o k i n g  
a r ound f r o m b e h i n d  her  l a w n  c h a i r .  In my h a s t e  I had  
no t  n o t i c e d  her  b e f o r e .

S a l l y  rose  and s a i d  a g a i n ,  "Can I g e t  s o m e o n e  for 
y o u ? "

I had t o  say s o m e t h i n g  and,  i f  I had c o n c e n t r a t e d  
on i t  for a w e e k ,  I c o u l d n ’t h a v e  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  w o r s e .  
Wi th a h i g h  v o i c e ,  I a s k e d ,  "Is Sandr a  in?" The  
m o m e n t  I s a i d  i t  I c o u l d  h a v e  d i e d .

S a l l y  l o o k e d  at  m e  s o m e w h a t  s t r a n g e l y  and t he n  
s m i l e d  and s a i d ,  "Ye s ,  she i s .  I ’ l l  g e t  her  for y o u . "  
S a l l y  c a m e  t o wa r d  m e .

She  was r e a l l y  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l ,  dark,  h i g h  c h e e k 
b o n e s ,  s t u r d i l y - b u i l t  but  d e f i n i t e l y  f e m i n i n e .  Of  my  
t w o  s i s t e r s ,  she  had t he  b e t t e r  s e n s e  of  humo r  and us 
u a l l y  saw h u mo r  i n  m o s t  any  s i t u a t i o n .  She  was two  
y e a r s  o l d e r  t han  me  and t o o k  a mo r e  or l e s s  m o t h e r l y  
i n t e r e s t  as w e l l .  S t i l l ,  I a l w a y s  l o o k e d  up to her  and 
u s u a l l y  m o v e d  wh e n  she  a s k e d  me  to do s o m e t h i n g .

S a ndr a  was  a t w i n  to  me  in a g e .  H o w e v e r ,  she had 
p r o g r e s s e d  f a s t e r  in s c h o o l  and had a l r e a d y  b e e n  out  a 
y e a r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  m e ,  as di d S a l l y .  H o w e v e r ,  Sandra  
s e e m e d  to r e s e n t  t h i s - i n  f a c t  m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t m e .
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U n l i k e  S a l l y ,  she f a i l e d  to  s e e  any h u mo r  i n  m e .  
N o t h i n g  I did was  r i g h t .  She  had o f t e n  t a u n t e d  me  
over  my " f i g u r e " .  On one  o c c a s i o n  she had sa i d I 
l o o k e d  mo r e  l i k e  a g i r l  t han  a b o y .  And so,  o f  a l l  
p e o p l e  to ask for,  Sandra  was a b o u t  the  wors t  c h o i c e .

Sandra was b l o n d e  wi t h  l o v e l y  f l o w i n g  t r e s s e s .  Her  
c o m p l e x i o n  was b e a u t i f u l ,  but  she e v e n  a d d e d  to thi s  
wi t h j us t  the r i g h t  a m o u n t  of  m a k e u p . . . S h e  was 5 ’4" 
t a l l - m y  h e i g h t - a n d  t he r e  we r e  m a n y  f e a t u r e s  of  Sandra  
t hat  we r e  not  u n l i k e  my own.  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  on Sandr a  
m a d e  p e o p l e  c o m m e n t  how b e a u t i f u l  she  was  and wha t  
a g o r g e o u s  f i g u r e  she  h a d .  I mus t  say the c o m m e n t s  
on my f e a t u r e s  were  not  so p l e a s a n t .

Wh i l e  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  c r o s s e d  my m i n d ,  ' S a l l y  had  
c o m e  to w i t h i n  a f ew f e e t  of  m e .  S m i l i n g  p l e a s a n t l y  
she s a i d ,  " I ’m S a l l y ,  S a n d r a ’s s i s t e r .  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  
I ’ve m e t  you  b e f o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  you  do l o o k  f a m i l i a r . "

If she o n l y  kne w how f a m i l i a r  I was ,  I t h o u g h t .  I 
m a n a g e d  to s t u t t e r ,  in a h i g h  v o i c e ,  " I ’m,  . M - M - M a r -  
i l y n . "  It c a m e  out  a l m o s t  n a t u r a l l y ,  but  i t  w a s n ' t  
s o l v i n g  a n y t h i n g !

" I ’m g l a d  to k n o w . . "  S a l l y  s t a r t e d  and t he n  broke  
o f f .  She was l o o k i n g  at  me  c u r i o u s l y .  T h e n  she broke  
out  in a b i g  gr i n ,  t h a t  o n l y  S a l l y  was c a p a b l e  of ,  and 
s a i d ,  " Me r r i l l ,  what  ARE  y o u  d o i n g ! ! "  She  had r e c o g 
n i z e d  m e .

She  was abo ut  k i l l i n g  h e r s e l f  l a u g h i n g  as she  s a i d ,  
"Where  in the wor l d  did you  g e t  t h o s e  c lo the s . . . Re al  ly 
d a r l i n g ,  y o u  l o o k  lijTijM y w o n d e r f u l !

I was in t ears  and on my k n e e s  as I g r a s p e d  her  
about  the  l e g s  and l o o k e d  up i n t o  her  f a c e .  " P l e a s e ,  
h e l p  m e , "  I s a i d . . .  "I d o n ’t wa nt  Sandra  to s e e  me  
l i k e  t h i s .  She w o u l d n ’t u n d e r s t a n d . "

L o o k i n g  down at  her  f e m i n i n i z e d  b r o t h e r ,  she  
s m i l i n g l y  s a i d ,  " U n d e r s t a n d ?  Sandra  w o u l d n ’ t? What  
about  me ?  Out of  a c l e a r  b l u e  sky,  my b r o t h e r  c o m e s  
h o m e  dre s s e d  in l o v e l y  g i r l ’ s c l o t h i n g  and p e r f e c t l y  
m a d e u p - - t h e  p i c t u r e  of  f e m i n i n i t y - - and t h e n  asks  me  
to g e t  S a n d r a .  I s t ar t  to g e t  Sandra  and s u d d e n l y ,  y o u
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d o n ' t  w a n t  h e r  at  a l l .  . . And I ' m  s u p p o s e d  to u nde r s t a nd  
a l l  t h i s ? ”

S h e  b r o k e  o f f  w i t h  a n o t h e r  l a u g h ,  t h e n  s o f t l y  
p l a c e d  her  h a n d s  on my  f a c e  and l i f t e d  me  up to h e r .  
"Just  w h a t  am I ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ? ” she as ke d  s e r i o u s l y ,  
for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

I c o u l d n ' t  l o o k  at  her  and l o w e r e d  my e y e s ,  " We l l ,  
I was  j u s t  sor t  o f . . w e l l ,  , y ou m i g h t . .  uh . .  say . .  p l a y i n g  
a g a m e . "  S a l l y  s m i l e d  and r a i s e d  her  e y e b r o w s  q u e s t -  
i o n i n g l y .  I was  no t  c o n v i n c i n g .

"What  k i nd  o f  a g a m e ? "  she  a s k e d ,  l e a d i n g  me  on.

" W e l l ,  I t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  be  . . u h . . f u n . . t o . . " The  
words  c a m e  h ard . . " . . s ort  of  d - d - d - d - d r e s s  u p . "

S a l l y  c o m m e n t e d ,  " w e l l ,  I mu s t  say t h a t  i t  l o o k s  
l i k e  y o u  are  h a v i n g  j u s t  a l l  sort s  of  f u n . "  Th i s  t i m e  
she  was  no t  c o n v i n c i n g .

S a l l y  t h e n  s e t  t he  s t a g e  for f ur t he r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .
"I t h i n k  t h a t  S a n d y ,  your  t w i n  s i s t e r ,  o u g h t  to he ar  
a b o u t  t h i s .  I ' m sure  s h e ' d  u n d e r s t a n d .  B e s i d e s  you  
a s k e d  to s e e  h e r .  . R e m e m b e r ? "

P r o t e s t i n g  but  no t  h a v i n g  the  s t r e n g t h  to  c o m b a t  
my  s i s t e r ' s  w i l l ,  I was  l e d  i n t o  the  h o u s e ,  t hr ough  the  
k i t c h e n  and by t he  s t a i r w a y .  " P l e a s e ,  " I w h i s p e r e d  to  
S a l l y ,  " d o n ' t  do t h i s  t o  m e . "

My p l e a  was  t o  no a v a i l .  It was  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
S a l l y ' s  c a l l i n g  u p s t a i r s .  "Sandra!  T h e r e ' s  a g i r l  
f r i e n d  of  yours  h e r e . "

From S a n d r a ' s  r o o m I h e a r d ,  "who is i t ?"

S a l l y  a n s w e r e d ,  s m i l i n g  a l l  the  t i m e  at m e .  "It ' s  
M a r i l y n .  "

"Who? W e l l ,  n e v e r  m i n d ,  I ' l l  be r i g h t  d o w n . "  
S a n d r a  was  o b v i o u s l y  not  sure  who  M a r i l y n  was  but  i n 
t e n d e d  to  f i nd  o ut .

S a l l y  l e d  me  i n t o  the  l i v i n g  r o o m .  S o o n  I was
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posed ove r  at  t he  far s i d e  of  t he  r o o m .  T e a r s  w e r e  in  
my e y e s  as S a l l y ,  f i n d i n g  g r e a t  h u mo r  i n  my p l i g h t ,  
ma d e  sure  t h a t  my hands  and f e e t  w e r e  i n  t h e  m o s t  
f e m i n i n e  p o s e  p o s s i b l e .

Do wn t he  s t a i r s  c a m e  S a n d r a ,  r e a l l y  s o m e w h a t  
t o m b o y i s h l y  at  h e a r t  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t r i c t l y  f e m i n i n e .  
She was d r e s s e d  in b r i g h t  red s a t i n  t o r r e a d o r  p a n t s ,  
c u t e  s i s s y  b l o u s e  wi t h  p e t e r - p a  n c o l l a r ,  a w i d e  but  
c o l o r f u l  c i n c h  b e l t  ( a c c e n t u a t i n g  her  w a i s t ) ,  and p a t 
e n t  l e a t h e r  l o a f e r  s h o e s .  Her a t t i r e  m a d e  my  own  
s e e m  e v e n  mo r e  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  r i d i c u l o u s .

She  l o o k e d  at  m e ,  t h e n  at  S a l l y ,  " M a r i l y n ? "  she  
a s k e d .  My e y e s  l o w e r e d .

S a l l y  was  f i g h t i n g  her  e m o t i o n s ,  h o l d i n g  b a c k  t he  
h u mo r  t h a t  was  a b o u t  to  burs t  f or t h  and s p o i l  t h e  j o k e .  
But Sandra  was  t oo  p e r c e p t i v e .

She c a m e  f or war d  w i c k e d l y .  " M a r i l y n  my  e y e !
Thi s  i s  my l o v e l y  t w i n  b r o t h e r ,  M e r r i l l ! "  Wi t h  t h a t  
she  s t r uc k  m e  a c r o s s  t he  f a c e  a b l o w  t h a t  I w i l l  n e v e r  
f o r g e t .  It s e n t  me  r e e l i n g  to t he  f l o o r ,  my  s k i r t  and  
p e t t i c o a t  a g a i n  r e v e a l i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f e m i n i n e  on m e .

S a l l y  q u i c k l y  w e n t  o v e r  to me  and a s s i s t e d  m e  but  
Sandra  s t a y e d  a b o v e  m e ,  l o o k i n g  hard and d o m i n e e r i n g .  
"So my  d a r l i n g  b r o t h e r  has  f i n a l l y  s h o wn  h i s  t rue  c h a r 
a c t e r ! "  Her h a n d s  w e r e  p r o v o c a t i v e l y  on her  h i p s .
"I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  a b i g  s i s s y  and p a n s y .  No w  
i t 1 s c l e a r ! "  And t h e n  w i t h  t he  h e i g h t  of  s a r c a s m ,
"And d o n ’ t y o u  l o o k  j u s t  a d o r a b l y  f e m i n i n e ! "

S a l l y  t r i e d  to h e l p  a l i t t l e .  " S a n d r a ,  I ' m  s ure  
t h a t  M e r r i l l  c a n  e x p l a i n  or m a k e  up t h i s  s h o c k  t o  us 
in s o m e  w a y . "  I n o d d e d  my  h e a d  a g r e e a b l y ,  but  t h e  
f i r e  was  m e r e l y  f u r n i s h e d  m o r e  f u e l .

"You b e t  h e ' l l  m a k e  t h i s  up to us ! "  T h e n  p a u s i n g ,  
"For i n s t a n c e ,  I h a v e  a h u g e  was h  t o  be  d o n e  and I 
t h i n k  I know w h o ' s  g o i n g  to  do i t .  And w h e n  i t ' s  d o n e ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  be  t he  l o v e l y  f e m i n i n e  t a s k  o f  i r o n i n g  a l l  
of  t h o s e  p r e t t y  t h i n g s . "  T u r n i n g  t o  S a l l y  s he  s a i d ,  
" D o n ' t  y o u  h a v e  s o m e  t o o ? "
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S a l l y  was  now s e e i n g  t he  h u m o r  a g a i n  and the  p o s s 
i b i l i t i e s  a h e a d .  " G o l l y ,  S a n d r a ,  I sure do .  W o n ’ t i t  
be w o n d e r f u l  to h a v e  our own m a i d  to h e l p  us ! "  Now 
S a l l y  was  l a u g h i n g  a g a i n .  I was  f l u s h e d  and in t ears  
a g a i n .

Sandr a  had f ur t he r  t h o u g h t s ,  " W o n ’ t i t  be n i c e  t oo  
t o  h a v e  s o m e o n e  c l e a n  t he  h o u s e  for us? R e m e m b e r  
h o w our b r o t her  used to  a l w a y s  g e t  out  of  t ha t  j o b ?
But now wi t h  a m a i d ,  we w o n ' t  h a v e  to do i t  at  a l l . "

It was  now S a l l y ’ s t ur n .  E n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  she  s a i d ,  
wi t h  a s l y  wi n k  at  her  s i s t e r ,  "And w o n ' t  i t  be w o n d e r 
f u l  t o  h a v e  a c u t e  l i t t l e  g i r l  m a i d  a s s i s t  wi t h  out  ba t h ,  
h e l p  us put  our l i n g e r i e ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  s l i p ,  d r e s s - - e v e r y -  
t h i n g - - o n .  What  a l i f e  of  l u x u r y ! "

Wi th t h a t  bo t h  g i r l s  j o i n e d  in a d a n c e  of  j o y  a b o u t  
t he  r o o m ,  s h o u t i n g  wi t h  g l e e  as t h e y  a n t i c i p a t e d  wh a t  
was  a h e a d .  S o o n  Sandra  had m e  on my  f e e t  and,  mu c h  
a g a i n s t  my  w i s h e s ,  had me  j o i n i n g  in the  d a n c e .  My 
h e a r t  was  not  i n  i t !

N e i t h e r  we r e  my t h o u g h t s  in i t .  For i t  a p p e a r e d  
t h e r e  was  m u c h  a h e a d  for m e .  S a l l y  and Sandra  w o u l d  
a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  l e t  me  f o r g e t  my  n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  p l a c e  
i n  our h o m e .  It w o u l d  be M a r i l y n ,  t he  m a i d ,  i n t e r 
m i x e d  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  wi t h  M a r i l y n ,  t h e i r  s i s t e r .  Th e n  
t h e r e  was  l o v e l y  D e b b i e  who was e x p e c t i n g  me  t ha t  
e v e n i n g  at t h e  s o r o r i t y  m e e t i n g .  S a l l y  and Sandra  
w e r e  m e m b e r s  t o o .  T h e  wor l d  l o o k e d  c o m p l e x  i n d e e d .  
But I do know t h i s ,  i t  was  a wo r l d  w h i c h  I s e c r e t l y  
t r u l y  l o v e d .  I m i g h t  p r o t e s t  and r e b e l  at what  was  i n  
s t o r e ,  but  I w o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  mi s s  i t  for the w o r l d .

And o n l y  a f e w  hours  a g o ,  I had s t a r t e d  on a p i c  
n i c  wi t h  g o r g e o u s  D e b b i e .  It was  t ru l y  a p i c n i c  to  
l o n g  r e m e m b e r !
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BOOK REVIEW
JJÌL ÌL U IÌL L 1.JIL JJJL » hy Gavin  Art hur .  86 pp.  A v a i l a 
b l e  f rom C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  $ 2 . 7 5 .

T h i s  l i t t l e  book g i v e s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  p r o v o c 
a t i v e  t h e o r y  of  s e x u a l  t y p e s ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be  of  i n t e r 
e s t  to e v e r y  TV who has  g i v e n  mu c h  t h o u g h t  to her  r e 
l a t i o n s h i p  to the  res t  of  t he  human r a c e .  Re ade r s  wi t h  
t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  wo u l d  be w e l l  a d v i s e d  to a d o p t  a 
t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d s  an u n f o r t u n a t e  s p r i n k l i n g  of  
p s u e d o - s c i e n t i f i c  words ,  w h i c h  h a v e  no b e a r i n g  on the  
m a i n  l i n e  of the a u t h o r ' s  d i s c u s s i o n .  Our l a r g e  p o p u 
l a t i o n  of  e l e c t r o n i c s  e n g i n e e r s  w i l l  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i s t r e s s e d  by Mr.  Ar t hur ' s  abus e  of  " e l e c t r i c i t y . ”

The  v i t a l  p o i n t ,  and a new one  as far as t h i s  
r e v i e w e r ' s  r e a d i n g  g o e s ,  i s  a c o n t i n u o u s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of  a l l  s e x u a l  t y p e s  of  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  wi t h  no g a ps  and 
no b o d i e s  l e f t  o v e r .  Thi s  u n i q u e  a p p r o a c h  g i v e s  a new  
i n s i g h t ,  and a very  p l a u s i b l e  o n e ,  as to why the  TV 
f e e l s  so r e m o t e  f rom t h o s e  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  h o m o s e x 
ua l s ,  but  a n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t y  to the  e q u a l l y  d e v i a n t  (by  
o r d i na r y  s t a nda r ds )  L e s b i a n s .  Our p o s i t i o n  on the "Cir
c l e "  is  an u n e x p e c t e d  one ;  the  r e a d e r  is a d v i s e d  to 
f a s t e n  her  s e a t  b e l t  b e f o r e  t a c k l i n g  C h a p t e r  11 - but  
the  c o n c l u s i o n  is l o g i c a l ,  p l a u s i b l e ,  and e v e n  h e l p s  
to e x p l a i n  the t y p e s  of  w i v e s  we c h o o s e .  One c o u l d  
wish for mo r e  d e t a i l ,  but  the  TV c o v e r a g e  i s  as good  
as our r e l a t i v e  s c a r c i t y  p e r m i t s .

No c o m p r e h e n s i o n  is shown of  the  d u a l  mi nd  
and p e r s o n a l i t y  of  the  TV;  nor is t h e r e  any c l e a r c u t  
s p a c e  for the T r a n s e x u a l  in t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  H o w 
e v e r ,  we may  h o p e  that  th i s  book  w i l l  s t i r  up f ur t he r  
t h o u g h t  w h i c h  w i l l  l e a d  to a c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of  our s p e c i a l  c a s e s .

S h e i l a  ( 3 0 -  B- 2FPE)
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A  TV’s PRAYER
by JUDY 4 9 -E - l

Oh God,  my Fa t h e r  and s o v e r e i g n  o ’er 
l a nd  and s e a ,

A c c e p t  I pray ,  t h i s  h u m b l e  p r a y e r ,  I 
o f f e r  u n t o  t h e e .

Oh Li g h t  of  L i g h t s ,  p l e a s e  h e a r  m e ,
t h o u g h  t h o u  k n o w e s t  w h a t  I am,

A l e s s e r  in thy m i g h t y  f l o c k ,  a s m a l l  
arid f r i g h t e n e d  l a m b .

I pray  to  t h e e ,  or F a t h e r ,  for g u i d a n c e  
f rom thy h a n d ,

For wh a t  t ho u  h a s t  g i v e n  me  my God,  is  
hard to  u n d e r s t a n d .

I ' v e  f ound w i t h i n  my  s o u l  a l o v e ,  for  
w o m a n ' s  wa y  o f  dres s ,

T h e  r e a s o n  for i t s  p l a c e m e n t  t h e r e  I c a n ,  
but  o n l y  g u e s s .

I q u e s t i o n  no t  thy w i s d o m  Lord,  i n s t e a d  I 
h u m b l y  ask,

What  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  for my l i f e ,  w h a t  is  
my e a r t h l y  t a s k ?

What  c a n  I do w i t h  t h i s  rare  g i f t  p o s s e s s e d  
by s uch  a f e w ,

How c a n  I use  i t  w i s e l y ,  t o  b r i n g  f ur t he r  
p r a i s e  to  Y o u ?

I know t h a t  I am d i f f e r e n t ,  my t h o u g h t s  
m o s t  m e n  d e n y ,

But s t i l l  I c a n n o t  h e l p  but  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  
are  wr o ng ,  no t  I.

T h i s  o t h e r  o n e ,  w h i c h  s hares  my s h e l l ,  
w a n t s  j u s t  to be  o f  use ,

And y e t  she  b e a r s  t h e  b u r d e n  Lord,  of  
m a n ' s  u nk i nd  a b u s e .

P e r v e r s i o n ,  s uc h  an u g l y  word,  has  b e e n  
a p p l i e d  to m e ,

My t h o u g h t s ,  d e s i r e s ,  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  —  
p e r h a p s  w i l l  n e v e r  b e .
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T V ’ s PRAYER (cont in ued)

It has  b e e n  s a i d  by m a n y  t h a t  my m i n d  is  
s u r e l y  i l l ,

But I ' l l  a c c e p t  t h e s e  t r i a l s  oh God,  i f  i t  
is thy h o l y  w i l l .

For p e a c e  and j o y ,  w h i c h  f i l l  my s o u l  
w h e n e ’re I c h o o s e  to c r o s s ,

C a n n o t  i n  t r u t h ,  w h i c h  I h o l d  d e a r ,  be  
c a l l e d  i n j u r i o u s  l o s s .

Ti s  not  a l o s s  to  f e e l  c o m p l e t e ,  to  h a v e  
c o n t e n t m e n t  r e i g n ,

Wi t h i n  my  b r e a s t  my s p i r i t  s i n g s  a g e n t l e  
s o f t  r e f r a i n .

C l e a n s e  my s o u l  of  s h a d o w s ,  o f  the  d e e d s  
I ’ve  d o n e  i n  s h a m e ,

Gu i d e  my h a n d ,  Oh God of  L o v e ,  to b l e s s  
thy h o l y  n a m e .

G i v e  to me  the  s t r e n g t h  to do,  w h a t  y o u  
h a v e  d e e m e d  I s h o u l d ,

And l e a d  me Lord,  s h o u l d  I grow w e a k ,  
b a c k  to t he  pa t h  o f  g o o d .

He l p  me  to show to o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  
e a r t h l y  e y e s  ma y  s e e ,

T h a t  y o ur  l o v e  w i l l  l a s t  f o r e v e r -  t h r o u g h  
a l l  e t e r n i t y .

Gi v e  to t h e m ,  I pray  t h e e ,  t he  p e a c e  
w h i c h  I h a v e  k n o w n .

C o n d u c t  t h e m  to  t he  l a n d  of  j o y ,  w h i c h  
t h o u  to me  h a s t  s h o w n .

Grant  t h e m  t o o ,  t he  w o n d e r o u s  s t r e a m  o f  
thy u n e n d i n g  g r a c e ,

T h a t  t h e y  m a y  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i g h t  
p r o j e c t e d  f r om thy f a c e .

T h i s  i s  my p r a y e r ,  my F a t h e r ,  t hi s  my  
h u m b l e  p l e a ,

T h a t  I m a y  be o f  use ,  o f  h e l p ,  I ask t h i s ,  
Lord , o f  t h e e  .
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"SUSANNA SAYS... o

T h e  S e a s o n  for p a r t i e s  is o v e r -  - w h a t  a s h a m e !  
T h e  g a n g  b l o s s o m e d  out  d e s p i t e  f o u l  w e a t h e r ,  i c y  s t r e 
e t s  and v i c i o u s  w i n d s .  . . b u t  who  c a r e s !  A ve r y  n i c e  
g e t - t o g e t h e r  at  J o a n ’ s in Ne w J e r s e y  was  p e r h a p s  t he  
h i g h l i g h t  of  the  S e a s o n  a l o n g  t h e s e  Ea s t e r n  s h o r e s . . . .  
E v e r y b o d y  who  was  a n y b o d y  i n  sk i r t s  s h o w e d  up.  A 
g o o d  n u m b e r  of  w i v e s  a d d e d  t h a t  g o r g e o u s  GG t o u c h  to 
t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  One of  t h e m  a r r i v e d  c a r r y i n g  a m y 
s t e r i o u s  b a s k e t ,  and w i t h i n  i t ?  A b a b y !  A r e a l ,  n o n 
s y n t h e t i c ,  b u n d l e  of  w o n d e r s .  E x p l a n a t i o n :  no b a b y 
s i t t e r !  How t he  c r o wd  l o v e d  i t .  The  m o t h e r  s a i d  t ha t  
n e v e r  had a ba by  e n j o y e d  such a l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  at  f o r 
m u l a  t i m e .  T h e  mo r e  d a r i n g  T V ’s e x p e r i e n c e d  t ha t  
w o n d e r f u l  s e n s a t i o n  o f  h o l d i n g  a baby  in t h e i r  a r ms .  I 
m u s t  say t h e y  a l l  k n e w how to h o l d  i t ,  w h i c h  shows  
t h a t  t h e y  e i t h e r  had had b a b i e s  of  t h e i r  own,  or had  
b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  w i t h  a d o l l  at  h o m e .  The  b i g  q u e s t i o n  |  
o f  t he  e v e n i n g  w a s : di d t he  ba b y  read a n y b o d y ?  I t h o u 
g ht  I saw a s a r d o n i c  gr i n  on t he  l i t t l e  o n e ’s f a c e  a coup
l e  of  t i m e s ,  f o l l o w e d  by a g u r g l e  w h i c h  had a h i g h l y  
s u s p i c i o u s  l i l t .  But a g a i n  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  j u s t  part  I 
of  my g u i l t y  f e e l i n g s . . .  ( d i d  I say g u i l t y ? )  T h e  t roub-  j 
l e  i s  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  h e a r i n g  and r e a d i n g  t o o  ma ny  
d e b a t e s  on t he  n a t u r e ,  c a u s e s  and c u r e  of  T V i s m )

But l e t ’ s c o n t i n u e  o b s e r v i n g  t h i s  p a r t y . .  S o me  
T V ’ s w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  l i k e  a m a g n e t  to t he  s o f a  w h e r e  
a l l  t he  w i v e s  had c h o s e n  t o  s i t ,  in a g e s t u r e  of  s e l f -  
p r o t e c t ' o n  p e r h a p s ,  or s t i l l  b e t t e r ,  to  g i v e  e a c h  o t her  
s t r e n g t h .  By s h e e r  a c c i d e n t  I am sure ,  t h a t  so f a  was  
s i t u a t e d  in t he  m o s t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a c e  of  the  l i v i n g  room-  
and at  t i m e s  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was  the  s t a g e  of  a l a r g e  the-^ 
a t e r . . I t  was  not  t he  G G ’s who  did t he  w a t c h i n g  o f  the  
p l a y ,  but  t he  r e v e r s e ,  t h e y  w e r e  the  a c t r e s s e s  and we  
w e r e  a l l  w a t c h i n g  t h e m - - a l w a y s  w o n d e r i n g  how t h e y  
f e I t - - de s per  a te l y  t r y i n g  to  g u e s s  wh a t  t h o u g h t s  r e a l l y
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c r o s s e d  t h e i r  m i n d s .  - Many c h a i r s  we r e  c a r e l e s s l y  p l a 
c e d  in the  res t  of  the  r o o m,  but  s o m e h o w  t h e y  f o r m e d  
a s e m i - c i r c l e  f a c i n g  the  s o f a .  Each TV w o u l d  s i t  in  
one  of t he  c h a i r s  for a w h i l e  and t h e n  g e t  up and w a n d 
er t oward  the  k i t c h e n .  I ’m w i l l i n g  to b e t  t h e y  a l l  had  
one  t h o u g h t :  I h o p e  t he  G G ’s l i k e d  m e .  . w a s  I s i t t i n g  
right '? Di d I a c t  t o o  f e m i n i n e ?  Or did I o v e r d o  the  
m a s c u l i n e  t r y i n g  to r e m i n d  the  GG's  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,
I ’m a h e - m a n ?

S o m e  of  the  h u s b a n d s  a c t e d  d e f i n i t e l y  s h e e p i s h ,  
a l m o s t  a p o l o g e t i c  in f ront  of  the  GG' s .  T h o s e  who  
c a m e  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  w i v e s  we r e  d e f i n i t e l y  mo r e  at  e a s e .  
O b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a l o t  of  g u i l t  l e f t  i n s i d e .  Wi th  
t he  wi f e  present  t h e y  s e e m  to be  h o b b l e d ,  t h e y  e v e n  
w a l k  wi t h  a t o u c h  of  the  s e a - f a r i n g  c a p t a i n .  T h e i r  
v o i c e s  s e e m  to grow e v e n  d e e p e r  t han n o r m a l .  It is  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  to n o t e  t h a t  wh e n  a l o n e ,  I m e a n  w i t h o u t  t he  
w i f e  p r e s e n t ,  the  v o i c e  g o e s  up a n o t c h  and t h e r e ' s  
mo r e  of  "the l a d y "  s h o w i n g .

Ot her  T V ' s  s e e m e d  t o  be  s c a r e d  o f  t he  w i v e s  
p r e s e n t .  T h e y  a c t u a l l y  a v o i d e d  t h e m  and a f t e r  a p e r 
f u n c t o r y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h e y  r e m o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  
the  m a g i c  c i r c l e  and d i s a p p e a r e d  i n s i d e  t he  k i t c h e n  or 
m o v e d  around on t he  p e r i p h e r y  of  t h i n g s .  S o m e ,  who  
are u s u a l l y  g o o d  at j o k e s  and g o o d - n a t u r e d  t e a s i n g ,  
s e e m e d  to h a v e  s u d d e n l y  l o s t  t h e i r  u s u a l  n o n c h a l a n c e  
and j us t  sat ,  t a l k i n g  a l m o s t  in w h i s p e r s .

And t he  w i v e s ?  B l e s s e d  be  t h e i r  GG- n e s s .  T h e y  
we r e  g i v i n g  us a l l  a l e s s o n  in how to  be n i c e  e v e n  i f  
y o u  d o n ’ t q u i t e  f e e l  up to i t .  T h e y  w e r e  d r e s s e d  wi t h  
t a s t e ,  g r a c i o u s  in t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and o b s e r v e d  w i t h 
out  b e i n g  o b v i o u s  a b o u t  i t .  T h e r e  wa s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w i v e s  who  h a v e  b e c o m e  a c c u s 
t o m e d  to TV g a t h e r i n g s  and t h o s e  who  are  s t i l l  new at  
i t .  T h e  l a t t e r  we r e  a b i t  mo r e  q u i e t ,  mo r e  r e s e r v e d .
I w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  a g r e a t  d e a l  to h a v e  a m i n d - r e c o r d 
i n g  m a c h i n e  h o o k e d  up n e a r  t h a t  s o f a !  I am sure  t h e y  
n o t i c e d  e v e r y t h i n g . ,  t h e y  mus t  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t he  c a r e 
l e s s  TV who s t i l l  has  to be r e m i n d e d  to s i t  p r o p e r l y  
w h e n  in c o m p a n y  at l e a s t . ’ T h e y  must  h a v e  n o t i c e d  
t h o s e  who  know t ha t  b l a c k  is a s l e n d e r i z i n g  c o l o r  and  
t h o s e  who  d o n ’t . . t h e y  mus t  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t he  TV who
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t h i n k s  t h a t  l i n g e r i e  i s  for GG’s o n l y . ,  or the  TV who  
l e t s  a c i g a r e t t e  burn a d e e p  h o l e  on a brand new t abl e  
. . . o r  s i t s  on a w i n d o w  s i l l  to po s e  for a p i c t u r e  and 
l e a v e s  d e e p  h i g h - h e e l  s c r a t c h e s  on a brand new w a l l . . .  
Ye s ,  I ' m sure  t h e y  n o t i c e d  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and more ,  
but  t h e y  w e r e  t he  p e r f e c t  l a d i e s  and did not  say a n y 
t h i n g  or to g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t i c e d  . .

But b a c k  to the  T V ’s t h e m s e l v e s . , ,  i t ' s  a l w a y s  
n i c e  to s e e  o ld f r i e n d s  a g a i n . ,  s o m e  h a v e  g a i n e d  w e i g h t ,  
o t h e r s  h a v e  l o s t  s o m e . ,  m o s t  of  t h e m  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  
t h e i r  m a k e - u p  t e c h n i q u e ,  we c e r t a i n l y  l e a r n  t hrough  
p r a c t i c e ’.'. . . a n d  t h e r e ’ s a l w a y s  the  us u a l  e x c h a n g e  of  
n e w s . . h a v e  y o u  heard f rom J e s s i c a ?  . . I t  s e e m s  t h a t  
e v e r y b o d y  g o t  a C h r i s t m a s  card f rom t he  g a l  w h o ’s now 
l i v i n g  i n  f o r e i g n  l a n d s . ,  and we are  p r e t t y  sure she  
m i s s e s  t h i s  c r o w d . ,  w h e r e  she  i s ,  the  c l i m a t e  ( s o c i a l l y  
s p e a k i n g )  i s  not  c o n d u c i v e  to  f r e q u e n t  d i s p l a y s  of  the  
” g i r l - w i t h i n .  " . . A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  L e e ?  ( C o v e r  g i r l  i n '  
T V i a  #15)  It s e e m s  t h a t  Lee  has  b e e n  a b s t a i n i n g  l a t e l y  
. . s a y s  she  d o e s n ' t  mi s s  d r e s s i n g  t o o  m u c h . . h a s  e x c h a n g 
ed s k i r t s  for a m o t ore y c l e  . . a 1 th ough at ni  gh ti  m e , ni  gh t-  
i e s  s t i l l  w i n  out  o v e r  p a j a m a s . . .  We a l s o  h e a r  t h a t A n i t -  
a is b e h a v i n g . ,  so me  say t h a t  she  has  no t  i n d u l g e d  in 
m o n t h s . ,  c o u l d  s o m e o n e  c h e c k  on t h i s  for sure?. . . .  And 
of  c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s  t he  m a t t e r  of  r e c e n t  p i c  t u r e s . .  s o m e  
T V ’s c o l l e c t  t h e m  l i k e  mad ( m o s t  of  t h e m  I g u e s s ) . . .  
and I ’ ve y e t  to s e e  a TV pa r t y  w i t h o u t  a c o n s t a n t  f l a s 
h i n g  of  b u l b s  a l l  o v e r  t he  p l a c e . . .

Di d a n y o n e  say t h a t  w o m e n  are  g r e a t  g o s s i p e r s ?
I g u e s s  T V ' s  r e a f f i r m  t h a t  c o n c e p t . ,  we  c e r t a i n l y  l o v e  
to g o s s i p . ,  the  t r o u b l e  w i t h  g o s s i p  i s  t ha t  t he  o r i g i n a l  
s t o r y ,  as i t  p a s s e s  f r o m m o u t h  to m o u t h ,  b e c o m e s  a bi t  
d i s t o r t e d . ,  and one  d i s t o r t i o n  is  a d d e d  t o  a n o t h e r . ,  u n 
t i l  t he  s t o r y  a s s u m e s  the  p r o p o r t i o n s  of  a s e n s a t i o n a l  
e v e n t ,  . f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a TV s h o u l d  be  s e e n  at  Dr.  
B e n j a m i n ' s  o f f i c e ,  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as a n o r m a l  h u m a n  
b e i n g  is shot  to p i e c e s ,  . h i s  p r e s e n c e  t h e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s u g g e s t s  h o r m o n e  t r e a t m e n t s . ,  the  t r e a t m e n t s  are  i m m e -  
d i a t l y  t h o u g h t  to be a p r e l i m i n a r y  s t e p  t o wa r ds  C a s a 
b l a n c a . ,  and b e f o r e  the  TV r e a l i z e s  w h a t ’s h a p p e n e d ,  
h e ’ l l  g e t  a l e t t e r  f r o m s o m e  d i s t a n t  t o wn s w e e t l y  i n 
q u i r i n g  " w h e n  i s  t he  t r i p ” ? . . W o e  to t he  TV who  s hou-  
s h o u l d  b e c o m e  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  s o m e  ga y  i m p e r s o n a t o r s .  .

80



(we a l l  know s o m e  who  h a v e )  . .  r a i s e d  e y e b r o w s  h e r e  
and t h e r e  and a ve r y  s t r o n g  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  s o m e 
t h i ng  f i s h y  t h e r e ,  . a n d  t h e n  we h a v e  t he  V i r g i n i a  d e 
f e n d e r s  and the  V i r g i n i a  c r i t i c s . . w e  mu s t  a d m i t  t h a t  
she m a k e s  a w o n d e r f u l  s u b j e c t  for d i s c u s s i o n  i n  e v e r y  
TV g a t h e r i n g . . I  g u e s s  V i r g i n i a  i s  us ed  to t h i s  by now  
and r e a l i z e s  t ha t  p u b l i c i t y  i s  a l w a y s  g o o d . ,  t h i n g s  are  
onl y  bad w h e n  n o b o d y  t a l k s  a b o u t  y o u . .  But for r e a l  
j u i c y  t i d b i t s  l e t  me  p r e s e n t  the  v e r y  l a t e s t  I h e a r d . .
( o f  c o u r s e  I a l w a y s  add my s har e  of  d i s t o r t i o n  to m a k e  
i t  e v e n  mo r e  i n t e r e s t i n g . . .

It  s e e m s  t h a t  a group of  our TV f r i e n d s  ( a l l  
d r e s s e d  of  c o u r s e )  d r o v e  to J o a n ' s  p a r t y .  In the  c a r  
t h e r e  was  one  G G - - t h e  w i f e  of  one  of  t he  T V ' s . J o a n ’s 
h o u s e  is n i c e l y  l o c a t e d  ( i f  y o u  know how t o  g e t  t h e r e )  
. . a n d  d e s p i t e  her  d i r e c t i o n s ,  the  d r i v e r  of  t he  c a r  ( f a m 
ous for h i s  s e n s e  of  d i r e c t i o n  in hi s  r e g u l a r  o c c u p a t i o n )  
got  l o s t . . S o ,  t h e y  d e c i d e  to i n q u i r e  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o m a 
gas  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t .  . the  l o g i c a l  t h i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  to l e t  the  GG do the  t a l k i n g ,  but  t he  d r i v e r  of  
t he  car  was  f e e l i n g  in f i n e  v o i c e  t h a t  n i g h t  and d e c i d 
ed to try i t  out  on t he  gas  c h a p .  . R e a c t i o n ?  Are y o u  
f e l l o w s  f r om the  V i l  l a g e  ? . . ( m e a n i n g  of  c o u r s e  G r e e n - ’ 
w i c h  V i l l a g e  i n  NY,  w e l l  k n o wn  for i t s  ga y  p o p u l a t i o n )  
. . . a n d  as a d e p a r t i n g  s ho t  he  a d d e d :  h a v e  fun boys,!  
I n c l u d i n g  in h i s  s w e e p i n g  g e s t u r e  e v e n  t he  i n n o c e n t  GG

And now a c o n f e s s i o n . ,  a h o r r i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  
t he  l i f e  of  your s  t r u l y  . .  for tuna te l  y t h e r e  was  o n l y  one  
w i t n e s s .  If  t h i s  had h a p p e n e d  in f r o n t  of  a c r o w d ,  or 
wo r s e  s t i l l - - o n  a s t a g e - - I ' d  h a v e  d i e d !  S i m p l y  t h i s . .  
Joan  ( t h i s  was  t he  day a f t e r  t he  pa r t y )  was  r e g a l i n g  me  
wi t h  s o m e  m a r v e l l o u s  LP m u s i c  ( S p a n i s h ) .  .1 f e e l  t he  
urge  to  d a n c e  and s t ar t  s o m e  w i l d  g y r a t i o n s . .  and for  
the  f i r s t  t i m e  in my l i f e ,  a t oss  of  the h e a d  s e n t  my  
b e a u t i f u l  h a i r p i e c e  s a i l i n g  a c r o s s  the  room. ' !  T h e  o n l y  
w i t n e s s ,  J o a n ,  s wor e  s h e ’d n e v e r  t e l l  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t . .  
But she is h e r e b y  r e l e a s e d  f r om the  p r o m i s e  o b t a i n e d  
by a s i m p l e  t h r e a t  of  m u r d e r . . . I  f e l t  as i f  an i n v i s i b l e  
d e n t i s t  had in one  s i n g l e  m o t i o n  p u l l e d  e v e r y  t o o t h  i n  
my m o u t h ,  w i t h o u t  a n e s t h e s i a .  . . .

Mo r e  g o s s i p ?  One o f  our g o o d  f r i e n d s  d e c i d e d  
t o  go  out  one  e v e n i n g .  She  l o o k s  g o r g e o u s  w h e n  d r e s s e d
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so she  s h o u l d n ’ t worry ,  but ,  y o u  know how i t  i s . T h e r e ’s 
a l w a y s  t h a t  f e e l i n g  t ha t  s o m e t h i n g  ma y  go wr ong  And 
sure  e n o u g h ,  w h e n  she r e t u r n e d  she d i s c o v e r e d  that  
she  t o o k  t he  wr o ng  key  to her  h o u s e  and now she was  
l o c k e d  out ,  w i t h  n o b o d y  in t he  h o u s e .  A f r a n t i c  t e l e 
phone  c a l l  to a f r i e n d  who  u n d e r s t a n d s  l o c k s  pl us  s ome  
t o r t u r o u s  m i n u t e s  of  w a i t i n g ,  f i n a l l y  put  an end to the  
t r a g e d y .  S l i g h t l y  wor s e  was  the  c a s e  of  a n o t h e r  TV who]  
was  in t he  h a b i t  of  t a k i n g  short  w a l k s  at  n i g h t  around  
t he  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  She a l w a y s  m a d e  sure t h a t  she  c arr i ed  
t h e  t w o  v i t a l  k e y s :  one  to her  u p s t a i r s  a p a r t m e n t  and 
t he  o t h e r  t h a t  o p e n e d  the  f r ont  door  t ha t  l e d  to  the  
s t r e e t .  A n i g h t  di d c o m e  in w h i c h  our f r i e n d  r e t u r n e d  
h o m e  o n l y  to f i nd  t h a t  she  had t he  a p a r t m e n t  k e y ,  but  
had f o r g o t t e n  the  d o w n s t a i r s  o n e .  So t he r e  she was ,  
s t a n d i n g  on t he  s i d e w a l k  at  m i d n i t e  u n a b l e  to g e t  i n t o  
t h e  h o u s e .  S h o u l d  she r i n g  the  l a n d l a d y ?  No, d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t .  T h e  sharp e y e d  l a d y  m i g h t  r e ad  her  r i g ht  a w a y .  
B e s i d e s ,  she  w o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  o b j e c t  to  o p e n i n g  the  
do o r  to an u n k n o wn  t e n a n t .

Our f r i e n d ’s o n l y  h o p e  was  the  a r r i v a l  of  one  
t e n a n t  she  kne w was  in the  h a b i t  of  c o m i n g  h o m e  a-  
round 2 AM.  He w o u l d  s a v e  t he  s i t u a t i o n .  So,  our TV : 
f r i e n d  j u s t  sa t  on t he  s t e p s  and w a i t e d .  The  s t r e e t  was j 
e m p t y .  No t  a s o u l  in s i g h t .  T h a t  was  g o o d .  But t he n ,  
t u r n i n g  the  c o r n e r  was  t he  s i l o u e t t e  of  a man  a p p r o a c h 
i n g  w i t h  s l o w  m e a s u r e d  s t e p s . . C o u l d  t ha t  be the  t e n a n t ?  
No .  He is  c a r r y i n g  a s t i c k .  I t ' s  a p o l i c e m a n ’.' . ’. The  
T V ' s  h e a r t  g o e s  i n t o  h i g h  g e a r .  Wi l l  thi s  be t he  end  
of  t he  r o a d ?  W i l l  I s pend t he  n i g h t  b e h i n d  bars? Wi l l  
t h e y  put  me  in t he  m e n ’ s ward or in the  w o m e n ’s w a r d ? !  
W i l l  my p i c t u r e  a p p e a r  in the p a p e r s ?  Th i s  and a m i l 
l i o n  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  c r o s s  the  mi n d  of our mo s t  u n h a p -  \ 
py f r i e n d .  T h e  p o l i c e m a n ’ s f i g u r e  is g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  
and c l o s e r ,  h i s  b u l k  has  now b e c o m e  g i g a n t i c ,  he  b l o t s  
out  t he  e n t i r e  s t r e e t .  . A n d  t h e n  he  s t ops  in f ront  of  the  
TV.  And he  s p e a k s .

" H a v i n g  t r o u b l e  l a d y ?  Got  y o u r s e l f  l o c k e d  out" j

" A m i s e r a b l e  t i n y  l i t t l e  s m i l e  p e e k s  t hrough  
the  m a k e  u p . . a n d  t h e n ,  a l m o s t  in a wh i s p e r :  "Yes
o f f i c e r  • • - but  t h e r e ’s a t e n a n t  c o m i n g  h o m e  around 2
s o  h e ' l l  o p e n  t he  d o o r .  I ' l l  j us t  w a i t . "
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T h e  o f f i c e r  s m i l e s :  " W o u l d n ’ t i t  be b e t t e r  i f
y o u  rang the  l a n d l o r d ? "

"No,  n o . . s h e ’s s i c k . . I  w o u l d n ' t  wa n t  to w a k e  
her  u p . . I ' l l  j us t  w a i t  here, ,  " o ur  f r i g h t e n e d  f r i e n d  r e 
p l i e s  .

"Al l  r i g ht ,  but  d o n ’ t wo r r y .  I ' l l  k e e p  my e y e  
on y o u . "  And he m o v e s  on,  s w i n g i n g  h i s  s t i c k ,  t o t a l l y  
u n a w a r e  of the  f a c t  t ha t  he  had w i t n e s s e d  a t r e m e n d o u s  
e m o t i o n a l  s t o r m;  - the  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  of  a h u m 
an b e i n g .  Af t e r  a w h o l e  p a c k  of  c i g a r e t t e s ,  the  t e n a n t  
a r r i v e d  to be r e c e i v e d  by one  of  the  mo s t  e f f u s i v e  
w e l c o m e s  a n y b o d y  was  e v e r  g i v e n .  "You d o n ’ t know  
how g l a d  I am to s e e  you. ’ !'. - A  f i n a l  g l a n c e  down t he  
s t r e e t  s t i l l  r e g i s t e r e d  the  m o t i o n l e s s  s i l h o u e t t e  of  the  
p o l i c e m a n  s t a n d i n g  at t he  c o r n e r ,  k e e p i n g  an e y e  on 
"her" .  I o f t e n  w o n d e r  i f  n o n - T V ’s e v e r  go  t h r o u g h  
s uch i n t e n s e  e m o t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  But we  n e v e r  l e a r n  
and s o me  n i g h t s  l a t e r  we are r i g h t  b a c k  on our e t e r n a l  
q u e s t  for a d v e n t u r e .

Just  h e a r d  t hr ough  t he  g r a p e v i n e  t ha t  one  of  
our c l o s e  f r i e n d s  spend 72 hours  b e h i n d  bars in a s m a l l  
t own s o m e w h e r e  in t h e s e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  a 
c l e r k  at a d r u g s t o r e  read her  w h i l e  she  was  c o u r a g e o u s l y  
b u y i n g  a p a c k  of  c i g a r e t t e s .  Th e  c l e r k  p h o n e d  the  p o l 
i c e  . Our f r i e n d  had r e t u r n e d  to her  h o t e l  r o o m,  but  
t he  s u c c e s s "  of  her  p r e v i o u s  o u t i n g  i m p e l l e d  her  to go  
out  a g a i n .  As s oon  as she  h i t  the  s t r e e t ,  t he  arm of  
t he  l aw d e s c e n d e d  upon her .  No c h a r g e  was  e n t e r e d  
a g a i n s t  her  and she was r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  s o m e  
of  the  m o s t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  and h u m i l i a t i n g  72 hour s  of  
her  l i f e .  W i l l  t h i s  be a l e s s o n  ? i d o n ’ t t h i n k  s o . S h e ’ 

w i l l  be out  a g a i n ,  o n c e  the  m e m o r y  of  t he  o r d e a l  we a r s  
o f f .  We are i n c o r r i g i b l e . ’ !

"Just to show y o u  to wh a t  l e n g t h s  we go,  h e r e ' s  
a n o t h e r  TV s c e n e .......... 15,  1$ 1 7 . . 4 6 ,  4 7 ,  4 8 . .  o uc h . ’

and t e a r s  r o l l  down your  f a c e .  It hur t s ,  i t  hurt s  t e r r i 
b l y ,  but  v a n i t y  i m p e l s  the  TV to c o n t i n u e  h i s  s e l f -  
i n f l i c t e d  t o r t u r e .  The  t w e e z e r s  g l e a m  in h i s  hhnd l i k e  
a m i d g e t  s t e e l  t r ap .  . . h e  s q u e e z e s  and i t  b i t e s .  . E a c h  
ha i r  on the  f a c e  s e e m s  to b e c o m e  t h i c k e r  and s t r o n g e r
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¿han t he  l a s t  one  y o u  p u l l e d  out .  . y o u  l o o k  at  the b i t  
of  b l a c k  s t u b b l e ,  s t i l l  h e l d  by the  t i n y  j a w s  of  the  
t w e e z e r s .  . and i t  l o o k s  u g l y ,  h o r r i b l y  d i s t o r t e d  . .  l i k e  
a t hor n  p l u c k e d  out  of  s o me  muddy  p o l l u t e d  p o o l . . .  You  
l o o k  at  i t s  b l a c k  w i r i n e s s  and y o u  w o n d e r  wh a t  i n f e r n a l  
n e t w o r k  of  t i n y  k n i v e s  is n e s t l i n g  under  s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  
of  s k i n . . t h e y  are  t he  ones  who  m a k e  us g r o a n  in d e s p e r 
a t i o n ,  When we g e t  b a c k  t h o s e  b e a u t i f u l  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  
we t o o k  at  our l a s t  ge  t - t  o g e  th e r . . the  m a k e u p  has  b e e n  
t o t a l l y  d e f e a t e d  by the  p e n e t r a t i n g  e y e  of  the c a m e r a  
S u r r o u n d e d  by a l l  t h a t  g l o r y  of  c o l o r  s t i c k i n g  out  l i k e  
a sore  t h u m b ,  we s e e  t h a t  b l u e - g r e y  s t a i n  e m e r g i n g  
f r o m o u r  f a c e  l i k e  a t a t t o o  of  d o o m .  . I t ' s  part  of  the  
p e r m a n e n t  b r u i s e  l e f t  in our l i v e s  by t he  i n n e r  s t r u g g l e  
b e t w e e n  t he  m a s c u l i n e  and the  f e m i n i n e .  T h e  t w e e z e r s  
s e e m  to be t he  a n s w e r  - - at l e a s t  t he  b e s t  of  s e v e r a l  
c o u n t e r a t t a c k s  on t h a t  i m b e d d e d  d i r t .

E l e c t r o l y s i s  i s  g o o d ,  but  not  a l w a y s .  I is 
t e r r i b l y  e x p e n s i v e  and t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .  It i m p l i e s  l o 
ads of  f r e e  t i m e  for us to  h i b e r n a t e  w h i l e  the r e d n e s s  
and t he  s w e l l i n g  s u b s i d e . . i t  i m p l i e s  g o i n g  w i t h o u t  s h a v 
i n g  for one  or t wo  days  so t ha t  the  o p e r a t o r  w i l l  h a v e  
s o m e t h i n g  to g e t  at w i t h  her  i n s t r u m e n t s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h e  d e m a n d s  of  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  m a k e  t hi s  ’’not  s h a v i n g "  
d e c i s i o n  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  for t he  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  who  
g o e s  to  b u s i n e s s  or mu s t  m e e t  the  p u b l i c .  M o r e o v e r ,  ’ 
t h e r e ' s  the  d a n g e r  of  s c a r s  or d i s f i g u r e m e n t .  S o m e  of  
my TV f r i e n d s  who  h a v e  g o n e  t hr o ug h  e l e c t r o l y s i s  h a v e  
s u f f e r e d  t h i s  f a t e .  T h e r e  are marks  l e f t  on t he  ski n  
w h i c h  are  not  a s s e t s  to  l o o k s .  Very f e w  of  t h e m  h a v e  
e m e r g e d  u n s c a r r e d  - w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  
s e e m s  to be  a g a i n s t  y o u .

So we  c o m e  b a c k  to t w e e z i n g .  If  t he  be ar d  is 
t h i c k  and s t r o n g  and wi r y ,  t h i s  is t o r t u r e ,  s h e e r  h e l l  
( d e p e n d i n g  on your  a b i l i t y  to  w i t h s t a n d  p a i n ) .  But  
o n c e  y o u  g e t  t h r o u g h  the  f i r s t  t w e e z i n g  s e s s i o n ,  i t  s e 
e m s  to be  a b i t  w e a k e r  e v e r y  t i m e  y o u  do i t  and i t  
hurt s  l e s s  and l e s s .  N e e d l e s s  to say ,  the  t r o u b l e  and 
a g o n y  are  a m p l y  r e p a i d  by the  r e s u l t s .  Your ski n  shows  
t he  b e n e f i t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  use  a g o o d  f a c i a l  c r e a m  
at  n i g h t .  It i s  s o f t e r  t ha n  i t  e v e r  was ,  and w h a t ' s  most  
t h r i l l i n g  y o u  now n e e d  so l i t t l e  m a k e - u p ' . ’. But I must  
l e a v e  y o u  for t h i s  t i m e - - U  mu s t  go b a c k  to t w e e z i n g !
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RESPONSIBILITY

'Y & 'Y

VIRGIN
*>y

VIEWS
VIRGINIA

One of our more travelled girls took the above 
shot while traveling through Virginia. I must apol
ogize for not marking her name or number on the back 
of the picture so that I could give credit but at the 
time it came in I just took it as a rather amusing 
sign and tucked it away with other photographs not 
intending at the time to make any use of it. Yet the 
more I thought about it the more timely the subject 
seemed to be.

That is quite an order that slogan, "Stay Bigger 
Than Your Responsibilities,(Life of)Virginia". In 
my case I take that to mean two things: Keep on top
of your job, keep things rolling and look ahead, and 
secondly, remain big enough emotionally not to let 
petty gripes and criticisms get you down. This latter 
is related to that other famous slogan "Lllegitimus 
Non Carborundum" which, freely translated, means,
Dont Let the Bastards Grind You Down. Frankly I am 
glad my unremembered friend sent that picture to me 
as I am going to try to make it a New Years Resolu
tion to do just these things. But it wont be easy.
Not that I cant take true and fair criticism, but I*m
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just human enough to be disappointed a bit and some
times, to be real honest, a bit hurt too at some of 
the unjustified gripes, snide remarks, and behind my 
back knife throwing that goes on.

However I am greatly bolstered when these times 
arisb by the friendly counsel and encouragement of 
the special few amongst you who, realizing that this 
is going on,urge me to ignore it and concentrate on 
the more important matters. I'm human enough to be 
both surprised and wounded by the acts and words of 
various persons, but I'm coming to realize that this 
turning around is a rather usual process with some 
people. I am reminded of the old adage that the best 
way to lose a friend is to save him from drowning.
How true! Anyway from now on I'm going to put that 
out of my sight and heart. I consider that I have 
pretty large responsibilities to you girls in TV-land. 
Not just to those of you I have found or have found 
me, but to probably many times your number who re
main to be found.

IInot only have the literal responsibility of 
your names on the mailing list and your money that 
is sent in, but the intangible and moral responsib
ility I set myself when I first brought TVia out— to 
offer help, not just print something to sell— to 
cousel, not commercialize. TRANSVESTIA and the other 
publications I put out will continue on these same 
lines because for every reader that discontinues be
cause he no longer feels the need or has forgotten 
how it was B.T. (Befóre Transvestia), there 4 or 5 
brand new recruits who need a helping hand. So thats 
my decision for 1964 and my resolution. What about 
yours. Are you thinking of putting your shoulder to 
the wheel someway? There is much to be done! The 
Foundation could use support both in finances and 
project help. I can point the road and I can open 
doors, but there is a real limit to my time and energy.
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P H I  P I  E P S I L O N  N E W S

PHI PI EPSILON now has  q u i t e  a f e w  m e m b e r s .  Un
f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  are  r a t he r  w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  and o n l y  
i n  a f e w p l a c e s  are  t h e r e  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  up any  k i nd  
of  r e a l  group and o n l y  i n  t wo  p l a c e s  has  t h i s  r e a l l y  
o c c u r e d , i n  C h i c a g o  w i t h  Be t a  and in M a d i s o n  W i s e . ,  
wi t h  T h e t a .  S o m e  who h a v e  j o i n e d  h a v e ,  a f t e r  a t i m e  
w r i t t e n  and a s k e d ,  " I j o i n e d  FPE,  w h a t  do I do n o w ? ” 
W e l l ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  u n t i l  e n o u g h  j o i n  i n  an a r e a  and 
s o m e o n e  t a k e s  t he  i n i t i a t i v e  a b o u t  a r r a n g i n g  a g e t  
t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  no t  t o o  m u c h  t h a t  c a n  be  d o n e .  At  
t he  m o m e n t  I am t o o  s w a m p e d  t o  be  a b l e  to  o r g a n i z e  
and o p e r a t e  a n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  f rom h e r e ,  by m y s e l f .

H o w e v e r ,  Fran 4 9 - C - l  FPE,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  T h e t a  
c h a p t e r  has  c o m e  up wi t h  a r e a l  g o o d  i d e a .  S he  would 
l i k e  to o f f e r  w h a t  m i g h t  be  c a l l e d ,  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r 
sh i p  in t he  T h e t a  chapter^ e v e n  to  t h o s e  t o o  far a w a y  t o  
a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s .  S i n c e  T h e t a  i s  an a c t i v e  group, wi t h  
i t s  own m o n t h l y  b u l l e t i n ,  and w i t h  a r e a l  p r o j e c t  u n 
d e r w a y ,  s uch a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s h i p  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  va 
s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  and a m e a n s  o f  h e l p i n g  t h e  work  
o f  t he  F o u n d a t i o n  e v e n  i f  y o u  are  t h e  o n l y  FPE for  
s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  a r o u n d .  Of c o u r s e  T h e t a  ha s  
i t s  m o n t h l y  d u e s ,  but  i t  w i l l  be  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  associate  
m e m b e r s  w i l l  pay  a s m a l l e r  f e e  to c o v e r  t he  c o s t  o f  
t h e i r  c o p y  o f  t he  b u l l e t i n  and m a i l i n g .  So u n t i l  t he  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a group i n  your  a r e a  b e c o m e s  a r e a l i t y  
why not  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  T h e t a ’ s k i n d  o f f e r  and  
j o i n  w i t h  t h e m .  In u n i t y  t h e r e  i s  s t r e n g t h .  So w r i t e  
to Fran thru C O N T A C T  ( no f e e  w i l l  be  c h a r g e d ) a n d  
I w i l l  f orward  i t  t o  h e r .  T h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  a p p l i e s ,  o f  
c o u r s e  to FPE m e m b e r s  o n l y .

Ar e a s  w h e r e  FPE c h a p t e r s  c o u l d  g e t  g o i n g  are  
M i a m i ,  Har t f or d  C o n n . ,  C e n t r a l  Ne w York ,  San  F r a n 
c i s c o ,  Ne w J e r s e y ,  D e t r o i t ,  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  and  
M a r y l a n d  a r e a ,  and Ne w York C i t y .  I h o p e  t h a t  s o m e 
o n e  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  j o b .

REMINDER: 1964 FPE dues of$6 are now payable. This
money goes to the Foundation, not Chevalier. Those 
who are not members of FPE can help with donations.
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I. DELAYS: Due to my having to go into the hospital
on Jan. 21, and my spending every available minute dur
ing the last week in getting the Mirror, the Clipsheet 
AND this issue of TVia to the printer, I dropped way 
behind on the mail, so please bear with me. After I
am home and convalescent I can set about putting things 
back together, but there are going to be complications 
for some. I hope you will understand.
II. THANKS TO SO MANY OF YOU: I hope you will all re
alize that personal acknowledgement of Xmas cards is 
just impossible, particularly at this time. So for
give me if I take this mass means to thanking all of 
you who sent cards to me, I appreciated the thoughts.
III. CONTACT: It is necessary to remind some that
letters to be forwarded must NOT be sent to Box 36091 
but to the address given on the Person to Person page. 
Please also remember the unsealed but stamped envel
ope. The fee for such mailings is Si for all please 
remember. Of course CONTACT members have paid in ad
vance with their Contact registration.
IV. FPE APPLICATIONS: I have several applications
in file which have been accepted but who have not 
paid their fee so that I cannot put them on the active 
list. May I remind all present members that this is 
the first of the.year again and *64 dues of $6 are in 
order. You will all receive a report of activities 
and expenses during the past year. This I will be 
working on during my convalescence.
V. FANTASIA: Several issues ago I mentioned the poss
ibility of getting some back issues of FANTASIA for 
those that were interested. Those that responded 
promptly got what they asked for, but since that time 
the supply has been exhausted, so dont write for more.
I believe I have notified all those that had orders 
pending, Those that had paid have a credit coming on 
something else if they will let me know what they want.



VI. TALENT SEARCH: In #24 I asked those who had some
particular talents and abilities that could help out 
to put them on a 3x 5 card and send them along. I am 
disappointed at the few who have done so. I hoge you 
will take this reminder to heart and do so now. Par
ticularly I'm interested in those who could take a reg
ular newspaper cartoon and redraw it in such a way as 
to retain the applicability of the suggested caption 
while making it different enough so that plagiarism 
could not be charged. There is a lot of humour in our 
lives and I think a TV slanted cartoon book would be 
well worth while. Certainly original cartoons are the 
best and I solicit all you can draw, they are not al
ways easy to conceive of. So if we can get ideas from 
cartoons already drawn for other purposes and adapt 
them to the TV slant we would have an unlimited supply.
VII. PLUS FOR LITTLE SISTERS: TRANSVESTIA is natur
ally the backbone of Chevalier's activities, but in 
response to demands for something more frequently than 
2 months and because there isnt room in TVia for every
thing, the FEMMEMIRROR, CLIPSHEET AND TV TALES were 
started. Each fills its own niche in the scheme of 
things. However many of you think only in terms of 
TVia. I strongly solicit your subscriptions to the 
FEMMEMIRROR, not for financial reasons, but because 
here is a means of "talking" to your sisters on all 
kinds of things. It provides much outlet to those
who contribute and much particpation to those who read. 
The Mirror is a publication of participation, a forum, 
a gossip sheet, an informal way of exchanging views, 
ideas and comments. At only Si per issue or 12 for 
S10 on a yearly basis it is not expensive and really 
provides a personal outlet to those who support it.

The first issue of TV TALES is all gone so some 
of those who decided late that they wanted it have been 
disappointed. ^ut #2 is now available and if you want 
to get it you had best do so. I dont print nearly as 
many of these as of TVia. The Clipsheet is still going 
too, with #15 out this month. So those who have not 
looked into the other publications might we11 do so 
particularly with the savings of the group subscription.
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N O T I C E : Us e  of  t he  "Pe r s on  to P e r s o n"  c o l u m n  is  l i m
i t e d  to m e m b e r s  of  FPE and to t h o s e  w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f orm w h i c h  w i l l  be  s e nt  on r e 
g u e s t .  Ad d r e s s  a l l  a n s w e r s  to  adds  a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  t o : 
" C O N T A C T ” 4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19, C a l i f .

51- W- 2  FPE.TV,  2 5 ,  l o v e  t o  w r i t e  and me e t  o t h e r s  a l s o  
u n d r s t n d g . w o m a n . D . C . ,  Md. & Va.  MICHEL

9-M-l FPE TV, mid-40s, married to misundrstng wife 
Like hear from Florida TV’s, will answer 
all letters. Intrstd corsets, heels SHARON

FE- A-l TV with undrstng wife like corres. & meet 
others in Ireland, Great Britain ALGA

PERSONAL NOTICE
DEAR E.C.O. Thanks for submitting the story but I do 
not believo it quite fits in with the type of material 
we like to print. I will hold it for return to you 
upon receipt of your address. Sincerely, VP, Editor.

PRIVATE MAIL ADDRESS for forwarding your mail, For in
formation write HEDGEPETH 406 So. 2nd Alhambra, Calif
ORIGINAL TRANSVESTIAS— If there is no price list on 
the opposite page this is a pirated copy. Order di
rectly from publisher, it is cheaper. $4 per copy. 
Chevalier Publications Box 36091 Los Angeles 36, Calif.
"COMMUNIQUE”— A very open minded little publication by 
which you can meet all types. TV ads are acceptable 
For information write Communique, Pacifica, Calif.
WIGS DRESSED $8 Ann Rea 1008 N. Gardner L.A. 28, Calif,
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D E S C R IP T IV E  PR ICE LIST

" T RANS VEST I A M . . . A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by ,  for,  and  
a b o u t  m e n  w i t h  a ’’ F e e l i n g  for the  F e m i n i n e ” . P u b 
l i s h e d  1st .  of  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  at  $ 4  c o p y .  Back  
i s s u e s  f rom # 3  on a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 i s s u e s  
for $ 2 0 .
"FEMMEMIRROR". . .  A 16 p a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  and g o s s i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i c h e d  15th of  e a c h  
m o n t h  at  $1 c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  12 for $ 1 0 .
”CLIPSHEU}T” . . . N e w s  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n 
a t i o n  around t he  w o r l d .  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n  by r e a d e r s  
for s c r a p b o o k  u s e .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  
Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
’’ T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME FICT ION ” . . . 16 p a g e  s ho r t  s t o r 
i e s  w i t h  T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  
at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
N O T E : - - B a c k  i s s u e s  of  Mirror  and C l i p s h e e t  are  a v a i l 
a b l e ,  r e d u c e d  to 6 i s s u e s  $ 3 .  Order m a y  be  m i x e d .
GROUP S UBS CRI PTI ON.  . .  6 i s s u e s  T V i a ,  12 Mi r r or s ,  4 
C l i p s h e e t s  and 4 T V - T a l e s  $ 4 0 .  B ough t sep a r a t e  ly $ 4 8 .

S e p a r a t e  Books

’’THE TRANS VES TI TE AND HIS W I F E . . .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
f r om bo t h  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w . . . i n c l u d e s  26 p a g e s  of  l e t 
ters  f r om u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  W r i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  
and d i r e c t l y  to  h e l p  w i v e s  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d .  . . $ 3 .

’’ FATED FOR F E M I N I N I T Y ’’ . . . F a s c i n a t i n g  s t or y  of  a h i g h  
s c h o o l  boy  who  wa n t s  t o  be  c h e e r  l e a d e r  and e n d s  up as' 
B e a u t y  Q u e e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  b r i d e  of  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .
I l l u s t r a t e d ,  90 p a g e s ........................................................................ ..  . $ 5 .
” 1 AM A MALE ACT RES S ’’ . . . Rep or t er  i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
s tar  m a k e s  h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s tar ,  t h e y  l i v e  as s i s t e r s  I l l u s .  100 p a g e s . . .  $ 5 .

’’THE S CARCI TY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.  . . A 
c o l l e c t i o n  of  5 s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I l l u s 
t r a t e d ,  77 p a g e s ......................................................................................  $ 5 .
* REVERSE SEX " . . . C o m p l e t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o 
g r a p h y  of  f a m o u s  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y - - C o c c i n e l i e  .
120 p a g e s  o f  s t or y ,  64 p a g e s  o f  p i c t u r e s  d r e s s e d  and

91



u n d r e s s e d  to  s how r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  I m p o r t e d  
f r om E n g l a n d ................. .. .................................................................... $ 3 .
•’C U S T O M  MADE DRESSES FOR T RA NS VES TITES " . . . C ata- 
l o g  # 2  D r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  l o u n g e  w e a r ,  l i n g e r i e .
Ma d e  t o  y o u r  m e a s u r e .  F u l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for y o u  to  
m e a s u r e  y o u r s e l f ................................................................................... $1.
WI G- WI S DOM"  . . .  L e a f l e t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t y p e s ,  c o s t s  
s t y l i n g ,  c a r e ,  m e a s u r i n g  for m a i l  order  e t c ............... $1.

M e r c h a n d i s e
SPECIAL B R A . . .  wi t h  i n f l a t a b l e  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s . . . .  $ 5 .  
JELLY K I T . . . f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s .............................................. $ 5 .

T h e s e  t w o  i t e m s  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a v e r y  n a t 
u r a l  b u s t l i n e  for w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s ,  " b o u n c e "  e t c .  A 
MUST for  g o o d  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
for m a k i n g  and f i l l i n g  j e l l y ,  m a k i n g  c l e a v a g e  e t c .
WIG BLOCKS.  . .  P l a s t i c .  N e c e s s a r y  for w i g  c a r e .  . . $ 5 .

C L A M P . . . F o r  w i g  b l o c k s ,  T i l t s  and c l a m p s ................. $ 5 .

ORDER BLANK----- P l e a s e  t e a r  out  and u s e .

T o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
Box 3 6 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  36,  C a l i f o r n i a

Na m e______________________________________ Co d e  N o . __________

A d d r e s s _________________________ C i t y ________________S t a t e _____

I e n c l o s e  $____________ . P l e a s e  s e nd  m e  t he  f o l l o w i n g
i n  a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

$.

$ _

$ _

$

$

$___
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTI A is m a d e  up p r i m a r i l y  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b 
m i t t e d  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  Ca s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n 
c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  p o e m s  and  
p i c t u r e s  are w e l c o m e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t he  v a r i e t y  t he  
mo r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  the  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is  
s o l i c t e d  on the  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :

1. Mos t  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  is o f f e r e d  w i t h o u t  e x p e c 
t a t i o n  of  c o m p e n s a t i o n - f  or t he  b e n e f i t  of  a l l .
2 .  H o w e v e r ,  f i c t i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a r t i c l e s  
r u n n i n g  10 p r i n t e d  p a g e s  or mo r e  w i l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d  
at  t he  r a t e  of  $1 per p a g e .  T h i s  d o e s  no t  a p p l y  to  
short  s u b j e c t s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and t he  l i k e .
Thi s  p a y m e n t  is not  l a r g e ,  but  i s  o f f e r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
auth o r s h i p .
3.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  not  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e 
q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
4 .  Th e  Edi t or  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  to  be  s o l e  j u d g e  of  
what  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and to e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e 
l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  wh e n  i t  is d e e m e d  i n  t he  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  m a g a z i n e .  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  and  
p i c t u r e s  w i l l  no t  be p u b l i s h e d  and t h e r e  f o r e  s h o u l d  
not  be s u b m i t t e d .

# # #  # # #  «si t«###

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To  p r o t e c t  t he  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r om  
t he  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a f e w i t  is  
n e c e s s a r y  to l i m i t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  to  t h o s e  who  h a v e  b e e n  
s c r e e n e d .  If  y o u  wi s h  to use  i t  ask for t he  f r e e  p e r 
s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  Ret urned  wi t h  $5  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e .  If a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5 b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  
ads ( $2  e a . )  or answers;  ($1)  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r s  
of  PHI PI EPSILON n e e d  no f ur t he r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a d 
v e r t i s e  or r e p l y  to ads at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s  of  $2  and $1

########«#«#
Al l  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  for r e m a i l i n g  MUS T be  s e n t  t o : 
C O N T A C T  at  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .
GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  on re qu  
e s t .
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