


Purpose of Transvestia
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  our s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  in t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  o f  her  p e r s o n a l i t y  are  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  to and r e p r e s s i v e  t o w a r d  t he  m a l e  who d i s 
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m a l e  d o e s  no t  irrply s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  n e e d s  of  t he  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who  has  d i s c o v e r e d  t he  e x i s t a n c e  of  
h i s  or her  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and s e e k s  to e x p r e s s  i t .

T R A N S V E S T I A ,  t h e r e f o r e  is p u b l i s h e d  by,  for,  and 
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  to  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

ENTERTAI N ME N T -  - E D U C A T I O N - -  EXPRESSION
by m e a n s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ’s p u r p o s e  i s  t o  h e l p  i t ’s r e a d e r s  to p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MIND
It*s p o l i c y  i s  to  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  o f  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
t o  t he  f i e l d  o f  t he  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Wi t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of  any  ki nd t he  f i e l d s  of  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and 
d o m i n a t i o n  are  l e f t  to  o t h e r s  to  d e v e l o p .

T R A N S V E S T I A  has ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  in i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and to  
a i d ,  by any  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t he  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  k n o w 
l e d g e  of  t h e  f i e l d  to  f u r t h e r  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t  by  
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r 
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e a r  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t o o  l o n g  
b e e n  t h e  l o t  o f  t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It i s  h o p e d  t h a t  T R A N S 
VES TI A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

#>Je * # * # # # $ # #  * * * * * * *

" Whe n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  t w o  o n e .  . . and w h e n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  
MALE AND THE FEMALE I NTO A SINGLE O N E . . . t h e n  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t he  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  of  Jesus" f rom  
t h e  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to T h o m a s " .
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BOBBIE GOES PRIVATE
S e q u e l  to "Bobbie  G o e s  P u b l i c  in T V ia  # 1 8  

by B o b b ie  ( 3 2 - T - 3 )

" Bo b b i e  Goes  P u b l i c "  i n  T V i a  No .  18 t e l l s  s o m e 
t h i n g  o f  my e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a m a t e u r  t h e a t r i c a l s  and 
h o w t h i s  ha s  g i v e n  me  a m e a n s  for p u b l i c ,  a r t i f i c i a l ,  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  my  f e m i n i n e  s e l f .  S i n c e  t h e r e  is mu c h  
m o r e  to me  t han t h a t ,  a f u l l e r  a c c o u n t  s e e m s  a p p r o 
p r i a t e .

My u p b r i n g i n g  was  q u i t e  c o n v e n t i o n a l .  I was  the  
s e c o n d  c h i l d  of  a m i d d l e  c l a s s  f a m i l y  in a t y p i c a l  
m i d - w e s t e r n  c i t y .  M o t h e r  had y e a r n e d  for a g i r l  as 
t he  f i r s t  c h i l d  was  a b o y  and she l o s t  a s e c o n d  b o y .  
Ev e n  t h o u g h  I was  a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  f rom t hat  p o i n t  
of  v i e w ,  I was  r a i s e d  as a boy  in a s t r i c t l y  c o n v e n t i o n 
a l  m a n n e r .  Wi th no g i r l s  i n  the  f a m i l y ,  d o m e s t i c  
c h o r e s  f e l l  to my b r o t h e r  and m e ,  but  t h a t  was  q u i t e  
t he  u s u a l  t h i n g  i n  our n e i g h b o r h o o d  so no s t i g m a  was  
a t t a c h e d .  F a m i l y  l i f e  p r o c e e d e d  in a v e r a g e  f a s h i o n  
w i t h  a s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on c h u r c h  l i f e  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g .  My own e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  and 
e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  at t he  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y .  I d e 
c i d e d  t h a t  a s c i e n t i f i c  c a r e e r  was  wha t  I w a n t e d  so I 
di d g r a d u a t e  and p o s t - g r a d u a t e  work in a p h y s i c a l  
s c i e n c e .  My p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  has  f o l l o w e d  a l o n g  
t h e s e  l i n e s .  S o u n d s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  and pr ope r  and as 
I l o o k  b a c k  I r e a l i z e  i t  was  j u s t  t h a t .

In r e v i e w i n g  my  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  s e a r c h  of  any  
s t r o n g  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to my  
d e v e l o p m e n t  as a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  I c a n  f i nd  n o n e  of  
g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e r e  we r e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  w h i c h  
s how f rom e a r l i e s t  da y s  a l a t e n t  ur ge  w h i c h  g r a d u a l l y  
f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n .

My i n t e r e s t  in T V i s m  g o e s  b a c k  as far as my m e m 
ory w i l l  c a r r y  m e .  I c a n  s e e  m y s e l f  c l e a r l y  at  the  
a g e  of  four or f i v e  " p l a y i n g  h o u s e "  in the  a t t i c  o f  a 
n e i g h b o r s  h o m e  and i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  I be  the  m o t h e r .  We 
w e r e  d e c k e d  out  in o l d c l o t h e s  we f o und  t h e r e  and had
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a d e l i g h t f u l  t i m e .  T h r o u g h  the  b o y h o o d  y e a r s  I w o u l d  
on o c c a s i o n  put  on s o m e  of  M o t h e r ’s o l d  t h i n g s  and I 
r e m e m b e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o v e l y  pa i r  of  s h o e s  of  v i n 
t a g e  1912.  T h e y  we r e  h i g h  l a c e d  w i t h  p r o b a b l y  t h i r t y  
pai rs  of  e y e l e t s ,  had e x t r e m e l y  p o i n t e d ,  h i g h l y  p o l 
i s h e d  t o e s ,  Loui s  h e e l s  and s o f t  u p p e r s .  On o n e  p a r 
t i c u l a r  S a t u r d a y  Mo t h e r  was  d o i n g  s o m e  c l e a n i n g  in  
the s t o r e r o o m  wi t h  my  h e l p .  She  l e t  me  put  t he  s h o e s  
on and p a r a d e  a b o u t  as she  c o n t i n u e d  wi t h  he r  wo r k .  
What fun t h a t  wa s .

Mo t h e r  m a d e  no o b v i o u s  e f f o r t  to  a c c e n t u a t e  t he  
f e m i n i n e  in me  e v e n  t h o u g h  m a n y  t i m e s  she  r e m a r k e d  
how mu c h  she w i s h e d  I ha d  b e e n  a g i r l .  I c a n  r e c a l l  
onl y  one  e x c e p t i o n  to t h i s .  Mo t h e r  l o v e d  to  p l a y  t h e  
p i a n o  and s i n g  and I to l i s t e n .  One t i m e  w h i l e  p l a y 
i ng  she s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be fun i f  she  d r e s s e d  
up in s o m e  of  D a d ' s  c l o t h e s  and she  w o u l d  dres s  m e  as 
a g i r l .  I r e c a l l  my r e a c t i o n  was  an o u t b u r s t  of  t e a r s  
and c r i e s  of  r e f u s a l .

As I gr e w i n t o  my  t e e n s  my  i n t e r e s t  in w o m e n ' s  
c l o t h e s  h e i g h t e n e d ,  but  on a v e r y  s e c r e t i v e  b a s i s .  I 
sang for n e a r l y  a y e a r  i n  a b o y s  c h o i r .  It was  p l a n n e d  
to put  on a G i l b e r t  and S u l l i v a n  o p e r e t t a  i n  w h i c h  s o m e  
of the b o y s  w o u l d  t a k e  g i r l s  p a r t s .  I r e s i g n e d  f r o m the  
c ho i r  r a t h e r  t han  a p p e a r  in p u b l i c  so d r e s s e d ,  m u c h  as 
I w a n t e d  t o .  But at  h o m e  I f o u n d  a c o r s e t  w h i c h  had  
g o ne  i n t o  t he  rag b a g .  By t a k i n g  in t he  e x c e s s  f u l l 
ness  wi t h  s a f e t y  p i n s ,  I m a n a g e d  to e f f e c t  a s a t i s f a c 
t i o n  in f i t .  In t h o s e  da y s  a S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a u t o m o 
b i l e  r i de  was  ” de r i g u e r " .  My b r o t h e r  was  a w a y  a t  
c o l l e g e  and so as to be a l o n e  at h o m e  I w o u l d  p r o t e s t  
t ha t  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  to go  a l o n g  on the  r i d e .  As s o o n  
as Mo t h e r  and Dad w e r e  w e l l  on t h e i r  wa y ,  I w o u l d  
rush to t h e i r  b e d r o o m  and dres s ,  u s u a l l y  in s o m e  o f  
M o t h e r ' s  o l d e r  c l o t h e s .  She  was  e x t r e m e l y  f a s t i d i o u s  
and n e a t  so I had  to  be  v e r y  c a r e f u l  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  
was f o l d e d  and put  b a c k  e x a c t l y  as I had  f o u n d  i t .  I 
r e m e m b e r  one  t i m e  wh e n  t h e y  c a m e  b a c k  h o m e  in  
a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  h a v i n g  f o r g o t t e n  s o m e t h i n g .  I 
b e a t  a h a s t y  r e t r e a t  to my c l o s e t  and as r a p i d l y  as p o s 
s i b l e  undre  sse d b ac k i n t o  my  b o y s  c l o t h e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y
I had no m a k e - u p  on .  I e m e r g e d  i n  a b o u t  f i v e  m i n u t e s
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and t h e n  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a r e g u l a r  t h i r d  d e g r e e  as to  why  
I had no t  r e s po nde d  w h e n  t h e y  c a m e  b a c k  i n t o  t he  
h o u s e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  s t a r t e d  out  a g a i n  and I was  
a b l e  to re t urn  t he  c l o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  f ur t he r  i n c i d e n t .

A g a i n ,  I r e m e m b e r  a pa i r  o f  p u r p l e  r a y o n  b l o o m 
ers w h i c h  Mo t h e r  had worn i n  t he  e a r l y  20 *s and s i n c e  
n e g l e g t e d  to d i s c a r d .  As a t e e n a g e r  I l o v e d  to we a r  
t h e m  under my t r ous e r s  and go  to t he  m o v i e s  w i t h  one  
of  my c h u m s .  He l i v e d  a b o u t  a m i l e  f r om my h o m e  
and as I w a l k e d  down t he  dark,  s h a d y  s t r e e t ,  I w o u l d  
r e v e l  in the  f e e l  of  t he  s a t i n  a g a i n s t  my l e g s .  My  
hi ps  wo u l d  sway  in a m o s t  u n b o y i s h  m a n n e r .

Th r o u g h  t h i s  p e r i o d  I d e v e l o p e d  a g u i l t  c o m p l e x .  
Pe r haps  t h i s  s t e m m e d  f r om the  f a c t  t h a t  I c a r r i e d  my  
" d r e s s i n g  up" s t r i c t l y  i n  p r i v a t e  and was  a s h a m e d  to  
h a v e  a n y o n e  know a b o u t  i t .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  w h a t  I was  
d o i n g  was no t  c o m m o n l y  a c c e p t e d .  I mu s t  h a v e  c o n 
c l u d e d  t ha t  i t  was  m o r a l l y  wr o ng ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i t  
was s i m p l y  a part  of  an i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  n a m 
e l y  my own.  S i n c e  I f o und  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  to r e s i s t ,  I 
w e n t  t hr ough a l l  sort s  of  m e n t a l  a g o n y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
whe n  under  e m o t i o n a l  s t i m u l u s  as at  t he  Y . M . C . A .  
c o n f e r e n c e s .  T h e  e f f e c t  of  t h i s  was  to  k e e p  my TV  
l i f e  on a c o m p l e t e l y  c l a n d e s t i n e  b a s i s .  For e x a m p l e  
at the  u n i v e r s i t y  t h e r e  was  a d r a m a t i c  gr oup w h i c h  
a n n u a l l y  s t a g e d  an o p e r e t t a  w i t h  m e n  s t u d e n t s  p l a y i n g  
a l l  the  r o l e s .  I w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  my e y e  t e e t h  to  
h a v e  t a k e n  par t ,  but  I d i d n ’t e v e n  try out  for f e a r  
t h a t  t he  r e a l  me  wo u l d  be  d i s c o v e r e d .

Th i s  c o n f l i c t  c o n t i n u e d  for m a n y  y e a r s  and i t  was  
not  u n t i l  I b e g a n  my t h e a t r i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  " B o b b i e ’ s" 
f a v o r ,  but  c e r t a i n l y  a l o n g  way  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  To  
p l a n  t h i s  in p r o pe r  p e r s p e c t i v e  l e t  me  g i v e  m o r e  of  my  
b a c k g r o u n d .

D u r i n g  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  I ma r r i e d ,  w e n t  t o  work on 
c o m p l e t i o n  of  my t r a i n i n g  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a h o m e .  We  
h a v e  t h r e e  a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  Whom our h o m e  l i f e  
has  r e v o l v e d  for n e a r l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  I h a v e  had  m a n y  
i n t e r e s t s  and h o b b i e s  w h i c h  I h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  
e v e n  t h o u g h  s o m e  of  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  m a s c u l i n e  
in n a t u r e .  I have,  o p e r a t e d  a f r u i t  f ar m a v o c a t i o n a l l y
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and h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  p r o f i c i e n c y  in a n u m b e r  of  m a n u a l  
art s ,  s uc h  as c a r p e n t r y ,  e l e c t r i c a l  and p l u m b i n g  work,  
c o n c r e t e  and m a s o n e r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  to m e n t i o n  but  a 
f e w .  I am a "do i t  y o u r s e l f "  a d d i c t  and h a v e  a r e 
p u t a t i o n  for t h a t  i n  t he  c o m m u n i t y .  I - f r e q u e n t l y  b e 
c o m e  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  or t a k e  t he  l e a d  in work p r o j e c t s  
at  my c h u r c h .  I e n j o y  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  and h a v e  not  
g o n e  i n t o  t h e m  to c r e a t e a n  i m p r e s s i o n  or c a m o u f l a g e ,  
but  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  a s a l u t o r y  e f f e c t  to n a m e  the  
l e a s t .  My t h e a t r i c a l  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s 
s f u l  e n o u g h  t ha t  I c o u l d  v e r y  e a s i l y  h a v e  b e e n  br a n d e d  
a "que e r "  i n  t he  c o m m u n i t y .  S i n c e  I h a v e  t h e s e  o t her  
t a l e n t s  c a r r y i n g  a s t r o n g  m a s c u l i n e  c o n n o t a t i o n ,  I am 
i n s t e a d  r e c o g n i z e d  as a v e r y  v e r s a t i l e  and u n u s u a l  p e r 
s o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  has  b e e n  no l o s s  o f  p o s i t i o n  in the  
c o m m u n i t y  or b u s i n e s s .  Over  t he  y e a r s  I h a v e  g a i n e d  
r e c o g n i t i o n  b o t h  at  h o m e  and a b r o a d ,  and I am c o n -  
c o n d i d e r e d  an e x p e r t  in my p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d .  Th i s  
i s  e v i d e n c e d  by l i s t i n g  i n  "Who' s  who  and t he  o t her  
c o m p e n d i a " .  At  t he  a g e  of  f i f t y - t h r e e  t h e s e  are  f a c t s  
n o t  to be t r e a t e d  l i g h t l y .  If I had no f a m i l y  or o t he r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  I m i g h t  v e r y  w e l l g r i e l d  to B o b b i e  as 
K a t h y  and o t h e r s  h a v e  done .  But under  t he  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  I c a n  n o t  b r i n g  m y s e l f  to t h i s .  I n s t e a d  I h a v e  
c o m e  to r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  B o b b i e  i s  a r e a l  and v i t a l  part  
of  a m u l t i - f a c e t e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  and to t r e a t  her  as s u c h .  
T h e  i n n e r  c o n f l i c t s  of  t he  e a r l y  y e a r s  are g o n e  f o r e v e r .  
I i n t e n d  to  l i v e  out  tihe r e s t  o f  my  l i f e  p h i l o s p h i c a l l y  
t a k i n g  t h i n g s  as t h e y  are  and not  be c o n t i n u a l l y  a l t e r 
n a t i n g  and y i e l d i n g  to  t he  f a c t  of  r e s i s t i n g  wha t  God  
di d for m e .

B e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  and e x i s t a n c e ,
I w e n t  t h r o u g h  any n u m b e r  of  c y c l e s  of  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l d 
i n g  up a w a r d r o b e  o n l y  to e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  i t  by one  
m e a n s  or a n o t h e r .  S o m e t i m e s  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v e d  
t h r o w i n g  a b u n d l e  in t he  r i v e r ,  o t h e r  t i m e s  i t  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  i n t o  the  h e a t  of  t he  f u r n a c e  or a b o n f i r e .
On t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  I l e f t  a s u i t c a s e  in a m o 
t e l  r o o m  or a r e n t e d  l o c k e r  w h i l e  a w a y  f rom h o m e  on 
a b u s i n e s s  t r i p .  T h e n  a m o n t h  or so l a t e r  I wo u l d  f i nd  
my wa y  b a c k  and go t h r o u g h  t he  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  of  i d e n -  
t i f i n g  and r e c l a i m i n g .  In one  i n s t a n c e  I l e f t  my  s u i t 
c a s e  and a fur j a c k e t  i n  a l o c k e r  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  Ab o u t  
t h r e e  w e e k s  l a t e r  I was  i n  Ne w York and on t he  spur of





t he  m o m e n t  b o u g h t  a p l a n e  t i c k e d  for W a s h i n g t o n .  In 
an hour  I was  at  t he  a i r p o r t  ’’ l o s t  and f o u n d ” and q u i c k 
l y  s p o t t e d  my  b e l o n g i n g s .  My e x p l a n a t i o n  was t ha t  I 
h a d  l e f t  W a s h i n g t o n  h u r r i d l y  a f t e r  a par t y  and did not  
r e m e m b e r  my  l u g g a g e  u n t i l  t he  p l a n e  was  w e l l  on i t ’ s 
w a y .  I k n e w  I w o u l d  be  b a c k  i n  a f e w  w e e k s  so I f i g -  
g u r e d  on p i c k i n g  up my t h i n g s  at  t h a t  t i m e .  The  
c l e r k  a c c e p t e d  my s t ory  as i t  was  s i m p l y  a m a t t e r  of  
p a y i n g  s t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  and I was  on my way b a c k  to 
N e w  Yo r k .  You c a n  w e l l  i m a g i n e  the  r e u n i o n  wi t h  the  
p r o d i g a l  " B o b b i e ” t h a t  n i g h t  in my Ne w York h o t e l  
r o o m .  A n o t h e r  t i m e  i n  C h i c a g o  i t  w a s n ' t  so e a s y .  B e 
f o r e  t h e  c l e r k  o p e n e d  t he  b a g  I had  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c o n 
t e n t s .  I c o u l d  v i s u a l i z e  j u s t  how e v e r y t h i n g  had b e e n  
p a c k e d  so s n u g l y  i n  p l a c e  and he  was  i n c r e d u l o u s .
He c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  and w a n t e d  to know why I had  
s uc h  a w a r d r o b e .  My e x p l a n a t i o n  t ha t  i t  was  to be  
worn for my own p l e a s u r e  l e f t  h i m  c o m p l e t e l y  n o n 
p l u s s e d .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  my  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  6 f  the  
c o n t e n t s  was  so p e r f e c t ,  he  l e t  me  pay  the  r e c l a i m i n g  
c h a r g e s  and f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d n ’ t c a l l  t he  p o l i c e  w h i c h  I 
was  a f r a i d  he  m i g h t  do.

T h e  p r o b l e m  of  s a f e  s t o r a g e  was  a l w a y s  w i t h  m e .
For a t i m e  a l o c k e d  w o o d e n  box  k e p t  under  a b e n c h  
i n  my l a b o r a t o r y  s e r v e d  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  When a t r i p  was  
at  h a n d ,  a s u i t c a s e  w o u l d  be  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  s p i r i t e d  
out  of  the  h o u s e  to  be  p a c k e d  a f t e r  hours  and d e p o s i t e d  
i n  a l o c k e r  u n t i l  t r a i n  or p l a n e  t i m e .  I m a k e  i t  a 
p r a c t i c e  t o  e i t h e r  t a k e  a t a x i e  or d r i v e  my car  to the  
t e r m i n a l  and park i t  for t he  f e w days  I w o u l d  be g o n e .
On r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  t he  r e v e r s e  p r o c e s s  t o o k  p l a c e  e n d 
i n g  up wi t h  t he  s u i t c a s e  b a c k  in t he  s t o r e r o o m .

On t h e s e  t r i ps  I h a v e  a l w a y s  i n s i s t e d  on a s p a c i o u s  
r o o m  w i t h  a m p l e  mi r r or s  for who  i s  to  s e e  and a d m i r e  
but  my  a l t e r  e g o .  I e v e n  go  to the  e x t e n t  of  c h a n g i n g  j 
r o o m s  i f  t h e  one  f i r s t  a s s i g n e d  d o e s  not  m e e t  my r e 
q u i r e m e n t s .  I h a v e  on o c c a s i o n  e v e n  c h a n g e d  h o t e l s  
for t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n .  I h a v e  a l s o  l e a r n e d  w h i c h  h o t e l s  
a f f o r d  t he  t y p e  o f  p r i v a c y  I w a n t .  T h o s e  wi t h  a ke y  
c l e r k  on t he  f l o o r  are  f r o w n e d  upon as are t h o s e  w h e r e  
a c h a m b e r m a i d  i s  p o p p i n g  i n  an out  at  t h e  drop o f  a 
h a t .  In a l l  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  in t he  e a s t  I now h a v e  my  
f a v o r i t e  and ask for and g e t  j u s t  a b o u t  what  I w a n t  in
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the way of size and appointments.

T h e r e  is a v i t a l i s t i c  p a t t e r n  to  t h e s e  t r i ps  w h i c h  
has b e c o m e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I try to s c h e d u l e  the  t r i p  so 
that  the  f i r s t  day in p a r t i c u l a r  I a r r i v e  in t he  a f t e r 
noon .  As s oon as I am s e t t l e d  i n t o  my r o o m I go  to a 
d e l i c a t e s s e n  for s a n d w i c h e s  and s n a c k s  and to a p a c k 
age  s tore  for a b o t t l e  of  w i n e .  On r e t u r n i n g  to t he  
room I undres s  and s l i p  i n t o  a n e g l i g e e  and m u l e s  and  
p r o c e e d  wi t h  my u n p a c k i n g .  Dr e s s e s  are h u n g  one  by  
o n e ,  l i n g e r i e  is put  in the  dre s s e r  d r a w e r s .  S h o e s  are  
set  out ,  w i g s  are c h e c k e d  and c o s m e t i c s  and j e w e l r y  
l a i d  out  for a g a l a  e v e n i n g .  T h e n  c o m e s  b o d y  ha i r  
r e m o v a l  wi t h  a d e p i l a t o r y  a f t e r  w h i c h  a c l e a n i n g  s h o 
wer and a l u x u r i o u s  b u b b l e  b a t h .  An e x t r e m e l y  c l o s e  
f a c i a l  s h a v e  is  o f  c o u r s e  a b a s i c  e s s e n t i a l . What  h a p 
pens  n e x t  d e p e n d s  on t he  t i m e  and p l a c e .  I l o v e  to  
shop whe n  on t h e s e  t r i ps  so i f  t h e r e  i s  t i m e  and a way ,
I s l i p  on my f o u n d a t i o n  and h o s e ,  but  o m i t  t he  b r e a s t  
pads .  Just  a t o u c h  of  m a s c a r a ,  l i p s t i c k  and p e r f u m e  
and ove r  a l l  g o e s  a s h i r t  and t r o u s e r s  and I am on my  
way l o o k i n g  p e r h a p s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  as f e m i n i n e  as I 
f e e l .  I h a v e  l o n g  s i n c e  s e t t l e d  on my f a v o r i t e  s h o p .  
S i n c e  I am ove r  s ix  f e e t  in h e i g h t ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  an 18  
t a l l  s t y l e  g o w n .  T h e  T a l l  A p p a r e l  Shops  are my f i r s t  
c h o i c e ,  but  Lane  B r y a n t ’s or G i m b l e s  or Oh r b a c h s  do 
ha v e  to be  s h o p p e d  t o o .  As for s h o e s  I g e t  my 11 1 / 2  
A ’s f rom a T a l l  Gal s  Shop  h e r e  at  h o m e  so t ha t  is no  
p r o b l e m .  I am p a r t i a l  to h e e l s ,  but  on A n i t a ’s a d 
v i c e  I b o u g h t  a pa i r  of  f l a t s  t o  we ar  wi t h  a b l o u s e  and  
s l a c k s .  Of  c o u r s e  I w i l l  n e e d  t h e m  i f  I g e t  to  t he  r e 
sort t hi s  s u m m e r .  T h e n  wi t h  p u r c h a s e s  under  my  arm 
It ' s  b a c k  to t he  h o t e l  to r e s u m e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for t he  
e v e n i n g .

On rare  o c c a s i o n s  I h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  s e n t  up to my  
room by r o o m s e r v i c e ,  but  h e r e  t i m i n g  is  a p r o b l e m  
so I g e n e r a l l y  d e p e n d  on t he  d e l i c a t e s s e n  a p p r o a c h .
I u s u a l l y  p l a n  to e a t  by c a n d l e  l i g h t  and t a k e  c a n d 
l es  and h o l d e r s  a l o n g  for t he  p u r p o s e .  Now,  d e p e n d 
i ng on my m o o d ,  the  d i n n e r  g o w n  is  s e l e c t e d  and m a k e  
up a p p r o p r i a t e  to i t  is a p p l i e d .  I try to g i v e  m y s e l f  
a c h o i c e  of  b l o n d ,  b r u n e t t e  or g r e y  w i g  d e p e n d i n g  on 
how I f e e l  and of  c o u r s e  a l l  t he  a c c e s s o r i e s  mu s t  be
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s u i t a b l e  to t he  g o w n .  So I f i n a l l y  a f t e r  a b o u t  an hour  
or so e m e r g e  i n  a l l  my g l o r y  l i k e  a m o t h  f r om t he  c o 
c o o n .

T h e  r a d i o  w i t h  d a n c e  m u s i c  i s  an e v e r  p r e s e n t  a c -  
c o m p a i n m e n t .  My m a k e - s h i f t  d i n n e r  e m b e l i s h e d  wi t h  
my f a v o r i t e  w i n e  i s  e a t e n  in f r ont  o f  a mi r r or  and t h e n  
f o l l o w s  t he  e v e n i n g  of  d a n c i n g  and s u c c e s s i v e  c h a n g e s  
in o u t f i t s .  Le t t e r  w r i t i n g  i s  u s u a l l y  a part  of  t h e s e  
e v e n i n g s  wi t h  a tr i p to t h e  m a i l  s l o t  at  the  e l e v a t o r  
to s end t he  m e s s a g e  on i t s  w a y .  T h i s  is a l w a y s  m e t  
wi t h  m i x e d  e m o t i o n - - h o w  do I l o o k - - i s  my m a k e - u p  
e f f e c t i v e  and is  my ha i r  p r e s e n t a b l e - - wh a t  is t he  d e 
g r e e  of  a c t i v i t y  in the  h o t e l - - h a s  t he  n i g h t  w a t c h m a n  
m a d e  hi s  rounds r e c e n t l y  or i s  he  a b o u t  d u e ?  It i s  a 
c a s e  of  w a n t i n g  to a p p e a r  i n  p u b l i c  and y e t  no t  b e i n g  
sure  e n o u g h  of  m y s e l f .  And y e t ,  in the  m a n y  t i m e s  
whe n  I h a v e  m e t  a b e l l  hop or c h a m b e r m a i d  or s o m e  
of  the  h o t e l  g u e s t s  in the  c o r r i d o r s ,  t h e r e  has  n e v e r  
b e e n  a p r o b l e m .  As has  b e e n  s a i d  so o f t e n ,  i f  we are  
t a s t e f u l l y  d r e s s e d  and do n o t h i n g  out  of  t he  o r d i n a r y ,  
the  c h a n c e s  of  b e i n g  a c c o s t e d  and a p p r e h e n d e d  are  
r e a l l y  not  v e r y  g r e a t  in a g o o d  h o t e l .  But s t i l l ,  e a c h  
t i m e  my h e a r t  b e a t s  f a s t e r  and as I u n b o l t  and o p e n  
the  door c a r e f u l l y  I s t and and l i s t e n  b e f o r e  I v e n t u r e  
f o r t h .  And res t  a s s ur e d  I c h e c k  and d o u b l e  c h e c k  to  
be sure I h a v e  my door k e y  b e f o r e  I c l o s e  t he  door  b e 
hi nd m e .  As so i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e .

When f i n a l l y  t i m e  for be d  a r r i v e s  i t  is  " B o b b i e ” 
in b l a c k  c h i f f o n  n i g h t i e  who  c r a w l s  b e t w e e n  the  s h e e t s  
to a w a k e  and g r e e t  t he  ne w day  wi t h  t h a t  h e a v e n l y  
f e e l i n g  of  l u x u r y  and f e m i n i n i t y .  And i t  i s  a l w a y s  
wi t h  a f e e l i n g  o f  n o s t a l g i a  wh e n  the  e n d  of  t he  tr ip  
c o m e s  around and e v e r t h i n g  i s  p a c k e d  a w a y  for t he  t r i p  
h o m e  .

A b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  a ne w er a  d a w n e d  i n  my l i f e .  
I p r e v a i l e d  on a b a c h e l o r  f r i e n d  who  i s  a h a i r d r e s s e r  
and k n e w a b o u t  my i n t e r e s t  to  l e t  me  s t o r e  my  w a r d 
robe  in h i s  a p a r t m e n t .  T h i s  was  w o n d e r f u l  as i t  g a v e  
me s a f e  s t o r a g e  f r e e  f rom p r y i n g  e y e s  and y e t  i t  was  
a l w a y s  a c c e s s i b l e  to m e .  But l i k e  t he  g o o s e  and the  
g o l d e n  e g g ,  I ove r  did t h i n g s .  I e x p a n d e d  f r om one
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s u i t c a s e  t o  t wo  and t h e n  to t h r e e  and f i n a l l y  a d d e d  a 
b i g  g a r m e n t  b a g .  It was  o b v i o u s  t h a t  I was  t a k i n g  up 
t o o  m u c h  r o o m and f i n a l l y  on r e t u r n i n g  f rom a t r i p,  
the  a x e  f e l l .  We t a l k e d  t h i n g s  ove r  and my f r i e n d  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  c o u l d  h e l p  me  g e t  a r o o m of  my own.  
T h e  l a n d l a d y  was  q u i t e  r e c e p t i v e  and u n d e r s t o o d  the  
p u r p o s e  f u l l y .  H o w e v e r  my a c t i v i t i e s  had to be c o n 
f i n e d  to t he  r o o m as t he  o t h e r  t e n a n t s  kne w n o t h i n g  
of  wh a t  was  g o i n g  on .  It was  a l a r g e  r o o m i n g  h o u s e  
w i t h  a f a i r l y  h i g h  t u r n o v e r ,  so e v e r y t h i n g  was  on a 
v e r y  i m p e r s o n a l  b a s i s  wi t h  the  o t h e r  t e n a n t s .

T h e n  a l o n g  a b o u t  t he  f i r s t  o f  t h i s  y e a r  my u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  l a n d l a d y  s o l d  the  p l a c e  and a f t e r  a m o n t h  or 
so of  d i c k e r i n g ,  f i n a l l y  b o u g h t  a n o t h e r ,  mu c h  s ma r t e r  
p l a c e .  She  t o l d  me  she wo u l d  be  g l a d  to h a v e  me  
m o v e  wi t h  her  i f  I c a r e d  to so do now we are s e t t l e d  
i n  ne w q u a r t e r s .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  one  o t he r  t e n a n t  and 
he  i s  t h e r e  at  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  t han  I, and i s  on a d i f 
f e r e n t  f l o o r .  I f i nd  t h a t  a l o n g  no o n  hour  g i v e s  me  v 
t he  c h a n c e  to do s o m e t h i n g  a l m o s t  e v e r y  d a y .

S o m e t i m e s  I dres s  j u s t  to be m y s e l f  for a f ew f l e 
e t i n g  m o m e n t s .  S o m e t i m e s  I do s o m e  n e e d e d  m e n d i n g  
or a l t e r a t i o n s  or l a u n d r y .  S o m e t i m e s  I r e - d r e s s  a 
w i g .  S o m e t i m e s  I j u s t  r e ad  T V ’i a  or o t he r  m a i l  or 
w r i t e  a l e t t e r .  And s o m e t i m e s  I . s p e n d  a l i t t l e  l o n g e r  
to w r i t e  an a c c o u n t  s uch as t h i s .  It is not  a p e r f e c t  
a r r a n g e m e n t  m o s t l y  b e c a u s e  I c a n  not  f i nd t he  t i m e  to 
be t h e r e  as m u c h  as I w o u l d  l i k e .  And t h a t  w e e k l y  
r e n t a l  p a y m e n t  has  a n a s t y  way  of  e a t i n g  i n t o  wh a t  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  to  s p e n d  on c l o t h e s .  But i t  has  b e e n  so 
m u c h  m o r e  p l e a s a n t  t ha n  a n y t h i n g  I h a v e  e v e r  known  
t h a t  I am v e r y  h a p p y  w i t h  t he  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h o u g h  
T V i a  and C o n t a c t  I h a v e  m e t  s e v e r a l  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  
i n  t he  a r e a  and my r o o m has  b e c o m e  a f o c a l  p o i n t  for 
our g e t  t o g e t h e r s .  My wa r d r o b e  has  c o n t i n u e d  to grow 
and a dres s  i s  d i s c a r d e d  o n l y  i f  worn out  or d o e s n ’ t 
"do s o m e t h i n g  for m e ” . I try to buy s t y l e s  w h i c h  w i l l  
l a s t  w i t h  h e m l i n e s  g o i n g  up or down as f a s h i o n  d i c t a t e s .  
I h a v e  c o m p l e t e  l a t i t u d e  in r o o m a r r a n g e m e n t s  wi t h  
a d r e s s i n g  t a b l e  and mi rrors  f r o n t  and c e n t e r .

A par t  of  my  wa r d r o b e  s t i l l  g o e s  on e v e r y  b u s i n e s s  
t r i p  w h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  be t i m e  for " B o b b i e ” and e s p e c i a l -
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ly i f  t here  w i l l  be an o p p o r t u n i t y  to be  w i t h  o t h e r s .  
Most of  my t r a v e l s  are  in t he  e a s t  and t h o u g h  T V ’s 
I h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to m e e t  S u s a n n a  and M a r i e ,  K a t h y ,  
Gai l ,  A n i t a ,  F e l i c i t y  and l o a d s  of  o t h e r s .  It has  b e e n  
most  p l e a s a n t  to share  our f e m i n i n e  s e l v e s .

I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  a TV n e e d s  to g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  
to the w o m a n  i n s i d e  t he  m a l e  b o d y .  T o  be r e c o g n i z e d  
and a c c e p t e d  s o l e l y  as a w o m a n  adds  so v e r y ,  v e r y  
m u c h .  S u s a n n a  p a i d  me  t he  n i c e s t  c o m p l i m e n t  a b o u t  
my e x p r e s s i o n  of  the  i n n e r - s e l f .  She  f e l t  t h a t  as a 
man I was  ty p i c  a l - - a c c e p  t a b l e - - re a s on ab l e  p e r s o n a b l e  
- - a n  a v e r a g e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s c i e n t i s t  and b u s i n e s s  m e n .  
But as a w o m a n  I s e e m e d  to c a t c h  f i r e  and r e a l l y  c o m e  
a l i v e  wi t h  a s p a r k l e  in my e y e s  and a v i v a c i t y  t h a t  
t rul y  e x p r e s s e d  the  b e i n g  w i t h i n .

A w o m a n  has  so m u c h  mo r e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a n  a 
man to e x p r e s s  her  f e e l i n g s  and p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  c l o t h e s ,  
m a k e - u p ,  m a n n e r i s m s ,  and a l l  the  l i t t l e  n u a n c e s  t h a t  
m e a n  so m u c h .  I c a n  sum i t  up by s a y i n g ,  ” As a 
m a n - - I  e x i s t ;  as a w o m a n - - I  l i v e .
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

MAGIC MIRROR 
by V i r g i n i a

T h a t  o r d i n a r y  mi rror  h a n g i n g  t h e r e  upon  t he  w a l l  
R e f l e c t s  but  j u s t  a part  of  m e ,
Much i t  c a n n o t  s e e  at  a l l .

T h e r e  i s  a b e a u t i f u l  par t  of  me  t h a t ’s b u r i e d  d e e p  i n s i d e  
Whi c h ,  b e c a u s e  of  p r e j u d i c e ,
I a l w a y s  h a v e  to h i d e .

I wi s h  I had a mi r r or  t h a t  w o u l d  s how r i g h t  b a c k  t o  me  
T h e  b e a u t y  of  t h i s  i n n e r  s e l f  
Now o n l y  I c a n  s e e .

Th i s  mi r r or  w o u l d  show a l l ,  n o t  j u s t  t he  o u t e r  s h e l l  
’c a u s e  t h i s  i n n e r  p r e t t i n e s s  
Is part  of  me  as w e l l .

S o c i e t y  m a k e s  e a c h  of  us a l i t t l e  b i t  a l i a r  
When we  mu s t  show a c o o l  o u t s i d e  
And not  t he  i n n e & T i r e .
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To Help Mother. I Became a Girl
M a r j o r i e  ( 5 5 - R - l )

I t  s e e m s  to  be  t h e  r u l e  wh e n  t e l l i n g  of  our  l i v e s  
t o  s t a r t  by d e s c r i b i n g  our  d r e s s .  So h e r e  I am s e a t e d  
a t  Miss E l l i o t t s  t y p e w r i t e r .  I am w e a r i n g  a b l a c k  
b o x - p l e a t e d  s k i r t  w i t h  a b l u e  and  b l a c k  b l o u s e  w i t h  a 
j e w e l  n e c k l i n e .  One of  Miss  E l l i o t t s  p r e s e n t s  t o o ,  a 
go l d  n e c k l a c e  and  drop e a r r i n g s  i n  my  p i e r c e d  e a r s .
T h e  t i n y  w a i s t  t h a t  I h a v e  f r o m e a r l y  c o r s e t i n g ,  I c o n 
s i de r  my  b e s t  f e a t u r e .  But  I c a n  c l a i m  to be f a i r l y  
good  l o o k i n g .  An u n u s u a l  f e a t u r e ,  p e r h a p s  for  my age,  
t w e n t y ,  is w a i s t  l e n g t h  h a i r  t h a t  I w e a r  p i l e d  on my 
h e a d .  Even  wh e n  y o u n g  and  a boy  I w a n t e d  l o n g  h a i r  
p r o b a b l y  as u l t r a  f e m i n i n e .

Now,  to  s t a r t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  When I was  j u s t  
two f a t h e r  was  k i l l e d  i n  a c a r  a c c i d e n t .  M o t h e r ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  g o t  a s e t t l e m e n t  for  h e r s e l f  and  for  me  t i l l  my 
s i x t e e n t h  y e a r .  So she b o u g h t  a s m a l l  h o u s e  on t h e  
e d g e  of t own  and i n v e s t e d  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  m o n e y .  She 
a l t e r e d  c l o t h i n g  for  t wo  s t o r e s ,  so we l i v e d  c o m f o r t 
a b l y ,  and t h e  on l y  d r a w b a c k  was  t h e r e  we r e  no c h i l d 
r en  c l o s e  for  me  t o  p l a y  w i t h .  My o n l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
boys  was  a t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  wh e n  I b e c a m e  old e n o u g h  
t o  go .  So m o t h e r  and  I we r e  v e r y  c l o s e ,  s t i l l  she 
n e v e r  d r e s s e d  me  g i r l i s h l y ,  b u t  d i d  k e e p  my h a i r  i n  a 
l o n g  b o b .  T h a t  was a f a s h i o n  for  s o m e  boys  a t  t h e  
t i m e  so i t  was  n o t  c o m m e n t e d  u p o n .

A v e r y  old h o u s e  on l a r g e  g r o u n d s  was  j u s t  p a s t  
our s .  I t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  by a p i o n e e r  f a m i l y  b u t  t h e i r  
d e s c e n d e n t s  h a d  g o n e ,  and i t  h a d  b e e n  r e n t e d  for  a 
t i m e ,  b u t  n o t  k e p t  up.  When we m o v e d  t h e r e  i t  was  
e m p t y  and  h a d  a ’’ for  s a l e ” s i gn  on i t „  I u s ed  t o  go 
o v e r  t h r o u g h  a gap i n  t h e  f e n c e  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  y a r d  
wh i c h  was  g r o wn  up wi l d  wi t h  w e e d s  an d  u n t r i m m e d  
s h r u b s .  M o t h e r  o f t e n  s a i d  she h o p e d  s o m e  n i c e  p e r 
son wo u l d  buy  i t  and  f ix i t  up,  so she m i g h t  h a v e  a 
n i c e  n e i g h b o r  and  I h a v e  s o m e o n e  t o  p l a y  w i t h .

15.



So we w e r e  b o t h  e x c i t e d  wh e n  we h e a r d  t h a t  a 
j r i ch w i d o w f r o m  a c i t y  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  a w a y  h a d  b o u g h t  
i t .  So o n  a g r o u p  of  w o r k m e n  s t a r t e d  on t he  h o u s e  and 
t wo  m e n  c o m m e n c e d  t o  c l e a r  up t h e  g r o u n d s .  I was 
j u s t  f o u r ,  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n y t h i n g  I c o u l d  h a m m e r  
or saw,  so was  o v e r  w a t c h i n g  t h e  m e n  a l m o s t  a l l  my 
w a k i n g  h o u r s .  M o t h e r  h a d  t a u g h t  me ,  s o m e t i m e s  p a i n 
f u l l y ,  t o  be  p o l i t e  and  n o t  to b o t h e r  p e r s o n s  wo r k i n g ,  
so I g o t  on f i n e  w i t h  t h e  w o r k m e n  who wo u l d  t a l k  to 
m e  and  s o m e t i m e s  t o  my  d e l i g h t  l e t  me  h o l d  a b o a r d  
or g e t  n a i l s  or do  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a d e  me  f e e l  of  u s e .  
T h e  f i r s t  w e e k  en d  t h e  new o wn e r  c a m e  t o  see  how 
wo r k  was p r o g r e s s i n g  and of  c o u r s e  I was  t h e r e .  Wi t h  
h e r  was  a boy  my s i z e  who s e e m e d  v e r y  n i c e .  He t oo  
h a d  l o n g  h a i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  I h a d  s e e n .  I e x p l a i n e d  I 
l i v e d  n e x t  d o o r  and  we m a d e  f r i e n d s  a t  o n c e .  T h e y  
d i d  n o t  s t a y  l o n g  and  I w e n t  h o m e  to t e l l  m o t h e r  a b o u t  
my  new p l a y m a t e  and  of  c o u r s e  h i s  l o n g  h a i r .

In a c o u p l e  of  w e e k s  p a r t  of  t h e  h o u s e  was f i n 
i s h e d  and  t h e  l a d y  d e c i d e d  to s t a y  o v e r  t h e  w e e k  end  
i n  i t ,  so as to g e t  a b e t t e r  i d e a  of  w h a t  r e m a i n e d  to 
be  d o n e .  T h e y  a r r i v e d  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  a f t e r  I was i n  
b e d ,  b u t  I saw t h e  c a r  and  was o v e r  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  
a l m o s t  b e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t .  I n s t e a d  of H a r o l d ,  t h e  boy ,
I saw a g i r l  w i t h  h e r  b a c k  t o  me  l o o k i n g  a t  a new 
f l o w e r  b e d .  She  h a d  on a p r e t t y - w h i t e  d ress  wi t h  b l u e  
s ash  t i e d  i n  a b i g  bow b e h i n d  and h a i r  in  t wo b r a i d s  
w i t h  b i g  b l u e  bows  t o o .  I a s k e d  w h e r e  H a r o l d  was  and 
wh e n  she t u r n e d  a r o u n d  I j u s t  s t a r e d ,  for  i t  was Ha r o l d .  
I l o o k e d  so s u r p r i z e d  he  a s k e d  w h a t  was t h e  m a t t e r  
w i t h  m e .  I so r t  of  s t a m m e r e d  " I t h o u g h t  you  we r e  a 
g i r l .  Wh a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  wi t h  a dr es s  o n ? ” " W h y  I 
w e a r  d r e s s e s  a l o t .  M o t h e r  l i k e s  me  i n  t h e m  and I do 
t o o .  D o n ' t  y o u  e v e r  w e a r  d r e s s e s ” , he  a s k e d .  I s a i d  
no n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  b oys  wor e  t h e m  e x c e p t  as b a b i e s .

T h e n  we w e n t  i n  t he  h o u s e  and he  t o l d  h i s  m o t h e r  
how f u n n y  i t  was  t h a t  I h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a boy  in a 
d r e s s  b e f o r e .  She e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  old f a s h 
i o n s  h a d  c o m e  b a c k  and w e r e  s p r e a d i n g  a l l  ov e r  t h e r e  
w e r e  s t i l l  l o t s  of  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  t a k 
e n  u p .  T h e n  she s a i d  i t  was t o o  b a d  t h a t  m o t h e r  did 
n o t  p u t  me  i n  d r e s s e s  as I wo u l d  l o o k  l o v e l y  i n  t h e m  
and  be  t a k e n  fo r  a p r e t t y  g i r l  as Ha r o l d  o f t e n  was,
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and t h a t  she was sure  I wo u l d  l i k e  t h e m  as m u c h  as he 
d i d .  I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  wh e n  a b a b y  i n  my b u g g y  I h a d  
o f t e n  b e e n  t a k e n  for  a g i r l ,  and  t h a t  I wo u l d  l i k e  t o  
t ry a dress  t o  s ee  i f  I c o u l d  l o o k  as n i c e  as H a r o l d  and  
to  f i nd  out  w h a t  s k i r t s  f e l t  l i k e .  So she s a i d  t h a t  i f  
m o t h e r  s a i d  i t  was  a l l  r i g h t ,  she  wo u l d  b r i n g  m o r e  of  
Ha r o l d s  t h i n g s  n e x t  t i m e  and d r e s s  me  up.  When  I 
we n t  h o m e  I t o l d  m o t h e r  a l l  a b o u t  i t  and  t h a t  I w a n t e d  
t o  see  wh a t  I l o o k e d  l i k e  i n  a d r e s s .  She l a u g h e d ,  
s a i d  she di d  t o o  and m a y b e  I wo u l d  l o o k  so p r e t t y  she  
wou l d  k e e p  me  i n  d r e s s e s  for  g o o d .  We h a d  no i d e a  
t h a t  was w h a t  wou l d  h a p p e n .

So n e x t  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  Mrs .  T a y l o r  c a m e  o v e r  
wi t h  an a r m f u l  and  I was soon  a r r a y e d  i n  a g i r l s  w a i s t  
wi t h  l a c e d  b a c k  t h a t  I t o l d  m o t h e r  was  l i k e  h e r  c o r s e t ,  
n y l o n  p a n t i e s  w i t h  tet s j  of  l a c e  and  a s l i p  w i t h  r u f f l e s  
to h o l d  ou t  my s k i r t ,  and  f i n a l l y  t o  my d e l i g h t  I was  
g i v e n  t h e  s a m e  w h i t e  dr es s  t h a t  Haxo l d  h a d  w o r n .  M o 
t h e r  h a d  g o t  me  a s t r a p  s l i p p e r s .  My h a i r  was f a s t e n 
ed ove r  w i t h  a p r e t t y  b a r r e t t e  and  a b i g  bow p i n n e d  crT 
i t .  M o t h e r  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  how w e l l  I l o o k e d  and  
a g r e e d  wi t h  Mrs .  T a y l o r  t h a t  I o u g h t  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s  
as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e .  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  of  c o u r s e ,  I g o t  
i n t o  my new c l o t h e s ,  b u t  M o t h e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  as I would 
be t he  on l y  boy in  my c l a s s  i n  a d r e s s  I h a d  b e t t e r  n o t  
go to S u n d a y  S c h o o l .  S o ,  Mrs .  T a y l o r  t o o k  us a l l  for  
a r i d e  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  and  I f o u n d  I d i d  n o t  f e e l  a b i t  
shy e v e n  m e e t i n g  s o m e  p e o p l e .  Mrs .  T a y l o r  w a n t e d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  o u t f i t  for  me  b u t  m o t h e r  s a i d  she c o u l d  e a s 
i l y  m a k e  s o m e  d r e s s e s  for  m e .  She  did t h a t  w e e k  and  
got  me  a l l  my u n d i e s .  By t h e  e n d  of  t h a t  w e e k  I t o l d  
m o t h e r  I l i k e d  d r e s s e s  m o r e  t h a n  p a n t s  and s o m e h o w  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w h a t  I s h o u l d  w e a r .  By t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  Mrs .  T a y l o r  was s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  m o r e  s t r a n 
ger s  we r e  i n  t own  and  s o me  l o c a l  boys  i n  d r e s s e s  t oo ,  
so H a r o l d  and I c o u l d  w e a r  ours  t o  C h u r c h  and  w h e n 
e v e r  we w a n t e d  to ,  w h i c h  was  a b o u t  e v e r y t i m e  we w e r e  
d r e s s e d  up to  go down t o w n .

When I was e i g h t  t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  was  i n  a d e 
p r e s s i o n .  M o t h e r  h a d  p u t  h e r  m o n e y  i n t o  s t o c k s  and  
d i v i d e n d s  s t o p p e d .  T h e  s t o r e s  t r i e d  t o  s a v e  m o n e y  by 
h a v i n g  a c l e r k  do t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  so a l m o s t  a l l  h e r  i n 
come  was g o n e .  Mrs .  T a y l o r  was  n o t  so m u c h  a f f e c t e d
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as m o s t  of  h e r  m o n e y  was  i n  b o n d s  t h a t  s t i l l  p a i d  i n 
t e r e s t .  She h a d  b e c o m e  a c l o s e  f r i e n d  so m o t h e r  t a l k 
ed o v e r  w i t h  h e r  w h a t  c o u l d  be  d o n e .  T h e y  d e c i d e d  
t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  was t o  l o o k  for  a h o u s e k e e p e r s  p o s i t i o n  
w h e r e  she c o u l d  k e e p  me  wi t h  h e r ,  and  to r e n t  t he  
h o u s e  t o  s o m e  good  t e n a n t .  So m o t h e r  a d v e r t i s e d  and 
a n s w e r e d  a d s .  T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  v e r y  s u i t a b l e  t i l l  
she  saw an  ad i n  t h e  p a p e r  f r o m Mrs .  T a y l o r s  c i t y  
" W a n t e d  a h o u s e k e e p e r  for  s i n g l e  l a d y .  Mus t  be  a b l e  
t o  t y p e .  No o b j e c t i o n  t o  one  s c h o o l  ag e  c h i l d " .
M o t h e r  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  she  h a d  t a k e n  a c o m m e r c i a l  
c o u r s e  and  s t i l l  h a d  h e r  t y p e w r i t e r .  T h e  r e p l y  c a m e  
f r o m  a l a d y  t h a t  Mrs .  T a y l o r  h a d  m e t  and  whom she 
s a i d  was  v e r y  n i c e  and  s h o u l d  be e a s y  to g e t  on w i t h .  
T h e  l a d y  was m i d d l e - a g e d ,  h a d  w r i t t e n  s o me  b ooks ,  
and  now r e v i e w e d  b o o k s  and  w r o t e  for  m a g a z i n e s .  She 
w r o t e  m o t h e r  t h a t  h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s e e m e d  s a t i s f a c t 
o ry ,  b u t  of  c o u r s e  wo u l d  w a n t  a p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  
and  for  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u l d  she s end a p i c t u r e  of  h e r 
s e l f  and  d a u g h t e r .  She w e n t  on " Yo u  did no t  m e n t i o n  
s ex ,  b u t  I am t a k i n g  i t  for  g r a n t e d  she is a g i r l  for  I 
do n o t  w a n t  boys  a t  a l l .  She is of  an ag e  she s hou l d  
be  no b o t h e r " .

In g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  m o t h e r  t o o k  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Mrs .  
T a y l o r  who  s a i d  she c o u l d  e x p l a i n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  to  
b o y s .  T h i s  Miss  E l l i o t t  h a d  been* b o r n  and r a i s e d  in  a 
p o o r  and  v e r y  r o u g h  p a r t  of  t h e  c i t y .  He r  p a r e n t s  we r e  
w e l l  e d u c a t e d  b u t  s o m e h o w  h a d  l o s t  a l l  of  t h e i r  m o n e y  
and  h a d  t o  t a k e  a v e r y  run  down h o u s e  b e l o n g i n g  to 
s o m e  r e l a t i v e .  T h e  boys  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  we r e  r o u g h  
and  f o r m e d  g a n g s  and  f o u g h t  and  i t  was no t  s a f e  for  a 
g i r l  t o  go ou t  a l o n e .  L i k e l y  i t  h a d  g i v e n  h e r  a l a s t 
i n g  d i s l i k e  for  a l l  b o y s .

M o t h e r  a l m o s t  c r i e d  for  she h a d  b u i l t  h e r  h o p e s  
on t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  and f r o m w h a t  Mrs .  T a y l o r  s a i d  t h e r e  
wo u l d  be  no c h a n c e  a t  a l l  w i t h  m e ,  and she wo u l d  n o t  
c o n s i d e r  l e a v i n g  me  wi t h  o t h e r s .  Mrs .  T a y l o r  d i d  s o me  
t h i n k i n g  t h e n  s a i d ,  " W e l l  y o u  h a v e  t he  p i c t u r e  she 
w a n t s  a n y w a y .  Send  t h a t  one I t o o k  l a s t  w e e k  of  you  
a nd  J a c k  and  H a r o l d  and  m a r k  wh i c h  one is y o u r  d a u g h 
t e r " .  M o t h e r  r e p l i e d ,  " W h a t  is t h e  us e .  I wo u l d  h a v e  
t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  J a c k  was  a boy  i n  a d r e s s " .  " J u s t  t h i s ,  
t h a t  i t  i s  e a s y  for  J a c k  t o  be a g i r l .  You know t h a t
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s t r a n g e r s  a l w a y s  t a k e  h i m  for o n e .  P e r h a p s  y o u  do n o t  
n o t i c e  but  I do t h a t  he  has  a l o t  o f  g i r l i s h  wa y s  f r o m  
b e i n g  so c l o s e  to y o u  and i m i t a t i n g  y o u  and y o ur  w a y  
of  t a l k i n g  and a c t i n g .  B e s i d e s  he  l o v e s  t o  be  d r e s s e d  
as a g i r l ,  and I b e t  he  w o u l d  be g l a d  t o  l i v e  as o n e  to  
h e l p  y o u " .  I know he  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  h e l p ,  but  t h i s  i s  
not  j u s t  d r e s s i n g  up.  He w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be  a j g i i l  e v e r y  
m i n u t e ,  p e r h a p s  for y e a r s  i f  c o n d i t i o n s  do n o t  p i c k  up 
so I c a n  m o v e  b a c k  h e r e " .  "How do y o u  know t h a t  
w o u l d n ’ t s u i t  h i m .  H a r o l d  t e l l s  m e  he  w i s h e s  s o m e 
t i m e s  t h a t  he  was  a r e a l  g i r l  so he  c o u l d  do e v e r y t h i n g  
t h e y  do,  and I am sure J a c k  f e e l s  t h a t  wa y  t o o .  C a l l  
h i m  i n  and^see".

So t h e y  c a l l e d  me  i n .  M o t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  i t  t o  m e ,  
and s a i d  t h a t  she  did not  w a n t  me  to say  y e s  j u s t  to  
h e l p  he r ,  as i t  w o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  my  w h o l e  l i f e ,  and i f  
I l i v e d  as a g i r l  for y e a r s  i t  w o u l d  be  v e r y  hard t o  
c h a n g e  to a n a t u r a l  bo y  a g a i n .  I s a i d  of  c o u r s e  I l i k e d  
b e i n g  a b o y ,  but  p l a y e d  a l o t  w i t h  g i r l s  and l i k e d  t h e m  
t oo  and t h e i r  w a y s ,  s o m e w a y s  b e t t e r  t h a n  b o y s ,  t h a t  I 
l o v e d  b e i n g  d r e s s e d ,  w o u l d  be g l a d  t o  w e a r  s k i r t s  a l l  
the  t i m e .  T h e n  I s a i d ,  " Mo t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  f u n n i e s t  
t h i n g ,  but  e v e r  s i n c e  Mrs .  T a y l o r  d r e s s e d  me  i n  t h a t  
w h i t e  dress  of  H a r o l d s  I h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  d r e s s e s  are  m y  
proper  c l o t h e s .  When I l o o k  at  t he  p a n t s  and s h i r t  
t ha t  I t a k e  o f f  t h e y  s e e m  t o  b e l o n g  t o  s o m e o n e  t h a t  I 
know but  not  m e .  M a y b e  i t  i s  l i k e  y o u  r e a d  a b o u t  I 
was i n t e n d e d  t o  be a g i r l  but  g o t  t he  w r o n g  b o d y " .  "No 
I w o u l d n ’ t say  t h a t ,  but  y o u  do m a k e  a n a t u r a l  l o o k i n g  
g i r l .  But t h e r e  are  d o z e n s  o f  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  do  
not  know a b o u t  h o w  g i r l s  a c t  and t h i s  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  woul d  
be sure to  n o t i c e  s o m e t h i n g  and w o n d e r " .  "We c a n  f i x  
t ha t  t o o ,  " Mrs .  T a y l o r  s a i d .  " T a k e  h i m  t o  my  c o t t a g e  
at t he  l a k e  as s o o n  as s c h o o l  i s  o u t  for t h e  l o n g  h o l i 
d a y s .  S t a y  a m o n t h .  You c a n  e x p l a i n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  
to g e t  your  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e d  and t he  h o u s e  r e n t e d  b e f o r e  
y o u  c a n  c o m e  to Mi s s  E l l i o t t .  You know f r o m l a s t  y e a r  
t h a t  t h e r e  are  a l o t  of  g i r l s  a r o und  t h e r e .  He c a n  l i v e  
wi t h  t h e m  as a g i r l ,  s w i m  w i t h  t h e m  and g o  t o  t h e i r  
p a r t i e s  and s o o n  p i c k  up e n o u g h  t o  pas s  p e r f e c t l y ,  we  
w i l l  bo t h  be  t h e r e  to t e a c h  h i m  t o o " .

So the  g r e a t  d e c i s i o n  was  m a d e .  M o t h e r  w r o t e  
Miss E l l i o t t  t h a t  $ h e  c o u l d  n o t  c o m e  t i l l  l a t e  A u g u s t ,
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and g o t  a r e p l y  t h a t  i t  was  p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t  as she  
w o u l d  be  a w a y  v i s i t i n g  m o s t  o f  t h a t  t i m e .  My new  
n a m e  wa s  s o o n  s e t t l e d .  F a t h e r ' s  p e o p l e  had c a m e  f rom  
S c o t l a n d  and h i s  m o t h e r  was  J e a n .  T h e n  t o o ,  J e a n  was  
J a c k  i n  F r e n c h .  So  J e a n  I b e c a m e  and by t he  e nd  of  
t h e  m o n t h  a l l  o f  us had  f o r g o t t e n  I was  e v e r  J a c k .  T o 
d a y  I h a v e  t o  t h i n k  b a c k  to r e m e m b e r  i t .

I had  a l o v e l y  h o l i d a y  at  t h e  l a k e ,  m a d e  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  w i t h  t wo  g i r l s  my  a g e ,  w e n t  to  e v e r y t h i n g ,  
l e a r n e d  t o  pas s  t h i n g s  at  a f t e r n o o n  g a t h e r i n g s  t he  l a d 
i e s  h a d .  I c o n s t a n t l y  w a t c h e d  t h e  g i r l s  wa y s  t i l l  e v e n  
m o t h e r  a g r e e d  t h a t  I a c t e d  as t h o u g h  I had b e e n  born  
a g i r l .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  she  was  a f r a i d  of  was  t h a t  I 
f e l t  m y s e l f  so m u c h  a g i r l  I m i g h t  b e c o m e  c a r e l e s s  and 
g i v e  m y s e l f  a w a y .  So she  c o n s t a n t l y  i m p r e s s e d  on me  
t o  be  c a r e f u l  d r e s s i n g  or u n d r e s s i n g  w h e n  we  w e n t  s w i m 
m i n g .

We m o v e d  t o  M i s s E l l i o t t s  j u s t  b e f o r e  s c h o o l  s t a r t 
e d .  I l i k e d  h e r  v e r y  m u c h  at  o n c e ,  and she t o l d  m o t 
h e r  t h a t  I was  q u i e t  and had  v e r y  g o o d  m a n n e r s .  We 
h a d  our own a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t wo  b e d r o o m s  and s i t t i n g  
r o o m  and b a t h ,  t h e r e  was  no d a n g e r  of  c a t c h i n g  me  
u n d r e s s e d .  M o t h e r ' s  wor k  was  e a s y  for t h e r e  was  a 
w o m a n  t o  do a l l  c l e a n i n g  and t he  h e a v i e r  wo r k .  A f 
t e r n o o n s  s he  t y p e d  out  w h a t  M i s s . E l l i o t t  had w r i t t e n  
x h a t  m o r n i n g  or t h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e .  I was  a l l o w e d  the  
run o f  t h e  s t u d y  and to  r e a d  any  of  t h e  h u n d r e d s  of  
b o o k s  as l o n g  as I k e p t  q u i e t .  It was  a w o n d e r f u l  
h e l p  t o  my  e d u c a t i o n .  Ma n y  of  c o u r s e  w e r e  t o o  o l d  
for  m e  b u t  s he  n e v e r  m a d e  fun o f  my c o m m e n t s .  She  
a t  t i m e s  r e v i e w e d  c h i l d r e n s  b o o k s ,  and g o t  t he  h a b i t  
o f  h a v i n g  m e  r e a d  t h e m  to  g e t  a c h i l d ’ s v i e w p o i n t .  I 
g o t  t o  l o v e  h e r  d e a r l y  and she  t o l d  m o t h e r  t h a t  is she  
h a d  e v e r  m a r r i e d  she  w o u l d  h a v e  w a n t e d  a d a u g h t e r  
j u s t  l i k e  m e .  S h e  had  e x p l a i n e d  h e r  d i s l i k e  of  boys  
a b o u t  as  Mrs .  T a y l o r  had t o l d  m o t h e r .

T h e r e  wa s  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  m e  i n t o  my new 
s c h o o l .  I had  m y  r e p o r t  f r o m my  f o r m e r  one  and of  
c o u r s e  I was  J a c k  on i t .  L u c k i l y  i t  was  w r i t t e n  so 
m o t h e r  had  no t r o u b l e  e r a s i n g  i t  and p u t t i n g  J e a n .
T h e n  t o o ,  t h e r e  was  a t y p e d  l e t t e r  f r om t he  p r i n c i p a l .
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But mo t h e r s  t y p e w r i t e r  had  t h e  s a m e  s t y l e  o f  l e t t e r s ,  
so she e r a s e d  t he  " J a c k s ” and t he  " h e ^ "  q u i t e  w e l l  
and the  c h a n g e s  p a s s e d  O . K .  I l i k e d  my  n e w s c h o o l  
made  n i c e  g i r l  f r i e n d s ,  w e n t  to  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  and was  
a l l o w e d  to  br i ng  t h e m  h o m e .  I n e v e r  had  t he  l e a s t  
r e g r e t  a b o u t  my  c h a n g e  of  g e n d e r .

But w h e n  I was  t w e l v e  I w o r r i e d  m o t h e r  a g a i n .  I 
had c o m e  h o m e  and r e p o r t e d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we  g i r l s  
t h o u g h t  was  v e r y  f u n n y .  One o l d e r  b o y  w h e n  he  s t a r 
ted to a n s w e r  a q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  p e r h a p s  s t a r t  w i t h  a 
h i g h  a l m o s t  s q u e a k y  v o i c e  t h e n  i n  t he  m i d d l e  o f  a 
s e n t e n c e  i t  w o u l d  go  d e e p e r  t h e n  p e r h a p s  c h a n g e  b a c k  
to a s q u e a k .  I c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why m o t h e r  s e e m 
ed u p s e t  t i l l  she  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  b o y s  v o i c e s  
c h a n g e d  at  a b o u t  t h a t  a g e ,  s o m e  no t  m u c h ,  s o m e  a 
l o t .  So I a s k e d  w o u l d  m i n e  g e t  f u n n y  t o o  l i k e  t h a t  
bo y s ,  and she s a i d  t h e r e  was  sure  t o  be s o m e  c h a n g e  
p e r ha ps  no t  t h a t  m u c h ,  but  M i l l  E l l i o t t  w o u l d  be  sure  
to n o t i c e  i t  u n l e s s  we  h a p p e n e d  to be  a w a y  on a l o n g  
h o l i d a y ,  and t h e r e  was  n o t  m u c h  c h a n c e  of  t h a t  at  
the  r i g h t  t i m e .  So I was  w o r r i e d  t o o .

But e v e n  t h a t  wo r k e d  o u t .  Ev e r y  s u m m e r  we  had  
gone  to Mrs .  T a y l o r s  c o t t a g e  for a c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s .
Th i s  y e a r  Mi ss  E l l i o t t  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  go  to Eur ope  for  
J u l y ,  and Mrs.  T a y l o r  was  t a k i n g  Ha r o l d  for a l o n g  
v i s i t  t o  r e l a t i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  t h a t  he  had  n e v e r  s e e n  
and t h e n  down i n t o  M e x i c o .  So i t  was  d e c i d e d  to  c l o s e  
up t he  h o u s e  and we w o u l d  s t a y  in t he  c o t t a g e  for at  
l e a s t  a l l  o f  J u l y .  I g o t  r i g h t  b a c k  i n  w i t h  my  o l d  g i r l  
f r i e n d s ,  and now was  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  d a n c e  w i t h  b o y s  at  
p a r t i e s ,  so l o o k e d  f o r wa r d  t o  a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .

T h e  b e a c h  was  r e s t r i c t e d  but  s t i l l  t h e r e  was  
t r o u b l e  w i t h  d r u n k e n  ckr  l o a d s  d r i v i n g  t h r o u g h  m a k i n g  
a n o i s e  at  n i g h t s  and t h r o w i n g  out  e m p t y  b o t t l e s  and  
c a ns  on t he  b e a c h  and i n t o  t he  w a t e r .  T h e r e  was  a 
l a r g e  f l a t  r o c k  a f e w  y a r d s  a w a y  out  i n  t h e  w a t e r  and  
a b o u t  e v e n  w i t h  h i g h  w a t e r .  We g i r l s  us e d  t o  s t a n d  
on i t  t o  w a t c h  o t h e r s  i n  s w i m m i n g .  One a f t e r n o o n  I 
was s t a n d i n g  w a i t i n g  for  my  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d ,  I r e n e ,  to  
c a t c h  up wi t h  me  so we  c o u l d  go  i n  and dress  I s l i p p e d  
of f  t he  e d g e .  S o m e  d r u n k e n  f o o l  ha d  t h r o wn  a b o t t l e  
at the  r o c k  and i t  s m a s e d  i n  t he  w a t e r .  My t h i g h  c a m e
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d o wn  on a j a g g e d  p i e c e  and I g o t  a l o n g  n a s t y ,  but  
not  d e e p  c u t .  I s t o o d  up w i t h  b l o o d  r u n n i n g  down my  
l e g .  I r e n e  s t a r t e d  to  s c r e a m ,  but  I t o l d  her  to  run 
for Dr.  Ca r s o n  a l a d y  d o c t o r  a s hor t  way  up t he  b e a c h ,  
and I s t r e a k e d  for t he  c o t t a g e  and m o t h e r .  She  a c t e d  
q u i c k l y ,  put  an o l d  q u i l t  on a b e d  and c u t  a l l  t he  
b o t t o m  o f  my  b a t h i n g  s u i t  o f f .  By t h a t  t i m e  Dr.  Car-  
son a r r i v e d ,  she  g a v e  m e  a h y p o  t o  q u i e t  m e ,  t h e n  a 
l o c a l  a n e s t h e t i c  to  d e a d e n  t he  p a i n  as she  had t o  put  
s o m e  s t i t c h e s  i n  to k e e p  t he  c u t  c l o s e d .  T h e n  she sat  
by t h e  b e d  t a l k i n g  q u i e t l y  t o  m o t h e r  w a i t i n g  for me  to  
go to s l e e p .  But t he  h y p o  j u s t  m a d e  m e  drows y  and I 
l a i d  t h e r e  l i s t e n i n g .  I h e a r d  her  s ay ,  ’' T h e r e  are  
q u e e r  c o i n c i d e n c e s  i n  l i f e  and t h i s  s e e m s  t o  be  one  of  
t h e m .

M o t h e r  s a i d ,  "What  do y o u  m e a n " .
" W e l l  I l i k e  to  r e a d  d e c t e c t i v e  s t o r i e s ,  w o m e n  are  

n o t  s u p p o s e d  to  l i k e  t h e m ,  but  I do .  I am odd a n y w a y .  
T h e  p l o t  i n  one  I was  r e a d i n g  w h e n  I r e ne  c a m e  r u n n i n g ,  
was  b a s e d  on t he  m u r d e r e r  b e i n g  a w o m a n  who  was  e m -  
iploye*d as m a n .  T h e n  I c o m e  h e r e  to  sew up J e a n  a 
g i r l  t h a t  I know q u i t e  w e l l ,  and f i nd a b o y .  Is he  
J e a n s  t w i n  or w h a t  i s  t he  e x p l a n a t i o n ? "

Mo t h e r  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  is  a r e a s o n  but  I s u p p o s e  y o u  
t h i n k  i t  i s  a w f u l  o f  me  to  b r i n g  J e a n  up as a g i r l " .

" Pe r h a p s  n o t .  You are  a s e n s i b l e  w o m a n ,  and 
l i k e l y  h a v e  a g o o d  r e a s o n  for i t .  , T h e n  I j u s t  t o l d  y o u  
I was  odd ,  and I h a v e  i d e a s  of  my  o wn " .  So m o t h e r  
e x p l a i n e d  t he  w h o l e  h i s t o r y .

Dr.  C a r s o n  s a i d ,  " I t h i n k  y o u  did t he  r i g h t  t h i n g .  
If  J e a n  was  a d i f f e r e n t  sor t  of  bo y  who  h a t e d  d r e s s e s  
and was  n o t  a d a p t e d  to a g i r l ’ s l i f e  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
d i f f e r e n t .  But she  s e e m s  h a p p y  and c o n t e n t e d ,  and it 
i s  n o t  s uc h  an a w f u l  t h i n g  t h e s e  da y s  to  be a g i r l  l i k e  
i t  was  i n  g r a n d m o t h e r s  t i m e .  P e o p l e  s t i l l  h a v e  a l o t  
t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  s e x ,  but  
t h e y  are  s l o w l y  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  a ma n  e s p e c i a l l y  or a 
w o m a n  c a n  be  l a r g e l y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s e x .  We d o c t o r s  
s e e  a l o t  o f  t h a t  sor t  o f  t h i n g .  I h a v e  two m e n  pat 
i e n t s ,  g o o d  f a t h e r s  and w e l l  k n o w n .  T h e y  are as m a s 
c u l i n e  as t h e y  m a k e  t h e m  but  t h e y  c o m p l e t e l y  are  
f e m i n i n e  at  t i m e s  and l o v e  to  dres s  and a c t  as w o m e n .
I h a v e  s e e n  b o t h  o f  t h e m .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  wr o ng  at  
a l l ,  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  dress  t h e y  wo u l d  a l m o s t  h a v e  a 
m e n t a l  u p s e t  i t  i s  so i m p o r t a n t  to  t h e m .  I know m e n ,



p r obabl y  y o u  do t o o ,  who  are  no t  m a k i n g  a go o f  i t  as 
men,  but  w o u l d  do w e l l  at  s o m e  w o m a n ’ s j o b  and s houl d  
be a l l o w e d  to do i t  and t o  dres s  t o  s u i t " .

Mo t h e r  s a i d ,  "Ye s ,  I k n e w  t wo  g i r l s  who  w a n t e d  to  
be m e c h a n i c s  and w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g o o d  o n e s ,  b e t t e r  
than m a n y  m e n .  But i t  did n o t  s u i t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  so 
t he y  had to be c l e r k s  i n  a s t o r e .  Both w e r e  u n h a p p y .  
One m a r r i e d ,  was  no t  s u i t e d  for h o u s e k e e p i n g  at  a l l  
and s o o n  s e p a r a t e d  f r om her  h u s b a n d " .

It was  a l l  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me  and I k e p t  s t i l l  
and t o o k  i t  a l l  i n .  T h e n  m o t h e r  b r o u g h t  up h e r  t r o u b l e .  
"What  w o r r i e s  m e  is  t h a t  J e a n  has  g o t  t o  t h e  a g e  w h e r e  
her v o i c e  w i l l  c h a n g e .  If  i t  g e t s  d e e p  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  
w i l l  be sure to  n o t i c e ,  and we w i l l  be  i n  t r o u b l e  for  
sure t h e n ,  for she  h a t e s  b o y s " .

" W e l l  s o m e t h i n g  c a n  be  d o n e  for t h a t  t o o .  Dr.  
Carson s a i d ,  "You d o n ’ t m e a n  a sex  c h a n g e  o p e r a t i o n  
s u r e l y .  I wo u l d  n e v e r  t h i n k  o f  a l l o w i n g  t h a t ,  " m o t h e r  
a s k e d .

Dr.  Ca r s o n  r e p l i e d ,  "No,  I d o n ’ t b e l i e v e  i n  t h e m  
e x c e p t  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  at  a l l ,  but  a 
course  of  h o r m o n e  i n j e c t i o n s  c a n  be  g i v e n .  I h a v e  
never  g i v e n  t h e m  for j u s t  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  but  we  g i v e  
t hem r i g h t  a l o n g  to  m e n  for a n u m b e r  of  t r o u b l e s ,  and  
the k i c k  t he  m e n  h a v e  is t h a t  t h e y  b e c o m e  t o o  f e m i n 
i n e .  One o b j e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  m e n s  b r e a s t s  s t ar t  to  
grow.  I had to  k e e p  on w i t h  o ne  m a n ,  and h i s  b r e a s t s  
were as l a r g e  and n a t u r a l  as h i s  w i f e s .

" T h a t  w o k e  me  i n  a rush.  I s a i d ,  "Dr.  C a r s o n  i f  
you g a v e  m e  i n j e c t i o n s  w o u l d  my  b r e a s t s  grow j u s t  l i k e  
a g i r l  my a g e  and k e e p  g r o w i n g  t o o ? "

"Ye s ,  J e a n ,  t h e y  w o u l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  are  
s o m e w h a t  f e m i n i n e  t h e r e  to  s t ar t  w i t h ,  and m a n y  b o y s  
are.  Let  m e  t a k e  a l o o k " .  She  did so t h e n  s a i d ,  "Yo u  
are t o o  y o u n g  y e t  but  I w o u l d  s ay  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  s h o ws  
p r o m i s e .  T h e r e  are o t h e r  s i g n s  t o o .  Your  b o n e s  are  
s m a l l ,  your  wr i s t s  are  s m a l l e r  t h a n  m o s t  b o y s  and 
hands  s l e n d e r .  I b e t  y o u  h a v e  t r o u b l e  t h r o w i n g  a b a l l  
l i k e  a boy  t o o " .  "I do",  I s a i d ,  " t h a t ’s why  I am no  
good at b a s e b a l l .  I h a v e  t o  t os s  a b a l l  l i k e  a g i r l .  It  
hurts my  s h o u l d e r  to t hrow l i k e  a b o y " .

" We l l  i t  w i l l  t a k e  m o n t h s  of  c o u r s e ,  but  I w o u l d  
say t h a t  i f  J e a n  is s t a r t e d  on a c o u r s e  o f  e s t r o g e n  i n 
j e c t i o n s ,  a b o u t  o n c e  e v e r y  t wo  w e e k s ,  her  v o i c e  w o u l d





change very  l i t t l e  i f ,  a n y ,  
tai nl y  grow,  and she  w o u l d  
ways t o o .  Of c o u r s e  i t  has  
t i m e ” .

and he r  b r e a s t s  w o u l d  c e r -  
g e t  a g i r l ’ s f i g u r e  i n  o t h e r  
to  be  k e p t  up for  a l o n g

"Oh m o t h e r  p l e a s e  y o u  w i l l  l e t  Dr.  Ca r s o n  do i t  
won’t y o u ,  PLEASE? I w a n t  r e a l  b r e a s t s  m o r e  t h a n  
anyt h i ng ,  and I w o u l d n ’ t h a v e  t o  worry  a b i t  at  s c h o o l  
t h e n " .

"It c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a l s  t o  m e  D r . ,  m o t h e r  r e p l i e d ,  
but s uppos e  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  and i t  b e c a m e  n e c 
essary for J e a n  t o  c h a n g e  b a c k  t o  a b o y ,  w h a t  t h e n ;  
cou l d  she do i t ? "

"Yes ,  t h a t  i s  j u s t  why  I o b j e c t  to  s ex  o p e r a t i o n s  
whi c h  are  f i n a l  w h e t h e r  theyyturn o ut  a l l  r i g h t  or n o t .
By s t o p p i n g  f e m a l e  i n j e c t i o n s  and s t a r t i n g  m a l e  o n e s  
i t  wo u l d  r e v e r s e .  Of  c o u r s e  b r e a s t s  and s o m e  m i n o r  
c h a n g e s  m i g h t  r e m a i n  but  n o t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t ,  Dr.
Carson e x p l a i n e d " .

" T h e n  I f e e l  i t  s h o u l d  be  d o n e ,  m o t h e r  s a i d ,  but  
we h a v e  no d o c t o r  to do i t .  We are  t o o  far  a w a y  f r o m  
our ol d d o c t o r ,  and he  m i g h t  n o t  w a n t  to  d/o i t  a n y w a y .  
He is  r a t h e r  o l d  f a s h i o n e d .  We had a d o c t o r  w h e n  J e a n  
had the  f l u e  l a s t  w i n t e r ,  but  we  di d no t  c a r e  for h i m .
I h a t e  t o  go  to  a s t r a n g e  d o c t o r  for sorie t h i n g  so i n t i 
mat e  and s e c r e t  as t h i s"  .

"I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  J e a n ,  and b e s i d e s  t h a t ,  I l i k e  
what  I h a v e  s e e n  of  her  h e r e ,  and w a n t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  
I can t o  h e l p  h e r  m a k e  a g o  o f  i t  as a g i r l .  I a m o u t  
of your  p a r t  o f  t he  c i t y ,  and i t  m e a n s  m o r e  t r a v e l l i n g  
to g e t  t o  my  o f f i c e ,  but  I w o u l d  be  g l a d  t o  t a k e  on 
such an i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e ,  and b e c a u s e  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
to m e ,  I w o u l d  c h a r g e  j u s t  for t h e  h o r m o n e s "  t he  
Dr. o f f e r e d .

So i t  was  s e t t l e d .  She  g a v e  m e  my  f i r s t  i n j e c t i o n  
that  n e x t  w e e k  e n d  w h e n  she  b r o u g h t  out  w h a t  was  n e 
e de d ,  and t wo  m o r e  b e f o r e  we  l e f t  t he  c o t t a g e .  In t h e  
c i t y  I w e n t  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s  t o  her  o f f i c e .  She  k e p t  
that  up for  s i x  m o n t h s ,  t h e n  I w e n t  o n c e  a m o n t h .  It  
was s i m p l y  w o n d e r f u l .  My v o i c e  h a r d l y  c h a n g e d  at  
al l  j u s t  b e c a m e  a r a t h e r  d e e p  c o n t r a l t o ,  and my  
breas t s  gr e w b e a u t i f u l l y .  T o d a y  I h a v e  l o v e l y  f i r m  
ones j u s t  B c u p  s i z e .  Do I e v e r  l o v e  t h e m .  My b o d y  
did not  c h a n g e  m u c h ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  f a t  w h e r e  i t  
is n e e d e d .  I h a v £  t o  g e t  an i n j e c t i o n  at  t i m e s  y e t ,
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j u s t  to  r e m a i n  f e m i n i n e .  But I s u r e l y  b l e s s  t h a t  f a l l  
o f f  t he  r o c k  and I c o u l d  a l m o s t  f o r g i v e  t he  f o o l  who  
t h r e w t he  b o t t l e  e x c e p t  for t he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  a r e a l  g i r l  wh o  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  far  
w o r s e .

T h e  i n j e c t i o n s  h e l p e d  t o o  w h e n  h a i r  s t a r t e d  to  
grow on my f a c e .  It c a m e  in f i n e  and s o f t .  Of  
c o u r s e  m o t h e r  c o u l d  no t  a f f o r d  mu c h  for e l e c t r o l y s i s  
but  I c o u l d  g e t  a t r e a t m e n t  at  t i m e s .  B e t w e e n  t h e m  
she  us ed  h a i r  r e m o v e r s  and t h e y  s e e m e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  
t h e  g r o w t h .  So w i t h  a s h a v e  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  t h e r e  was  
n o t h i n g  to  be  s e e n .  When I s t a r t e d  to e ar n  m o n e y  m y 
s e l f  I g o t  a l l  t h a t  h a i r  r e m o v e d .  P r o b a b l y  as a r e s u l t  
of  t he  i n j e c t i o n s  t h e r e  was  n o n e  on my c h e s t  and a l 
m o s t  n o n e  on my  arms  and l e g s .

Every  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  I had g o n e  to  Mrs.  T a y l o r ' s  
for a v i s i t  d u r i n g  t he  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y s .  Of  c o u r s e ,  I 
had  t o  d o d g e  t he  o l d c h u m s  who  m i g h t  h a v e  r e m e m 
b e r e d  m e  as a b o y .  But I l o o k e d  f orward  to  g e t t i n g  
b a c k  to t h e  o l d t o w n ,  and m i s s e d  t he  v i s i t  v e r y  mu c h  
t h a t  y e a r  wi t h  Ha r o l d  a w a y .  I g o t  a l m o s t  h o m e s i c k  to 
s e e  t h e m  and t he  o l d h o m e .  So I a s k e d  Mo t h e r  i f  she  
t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be  any c h a n c e  of  Mi ss  E l l i o t t  a l 
l o w i n g  m e  to  h a v e  H a r o l d ,  as a g i r l  o f  c o u r s e ,  for a 
f e w  da y s  at  C h r i s t m a s .  He w o u l d  be  M a r g a r e t ,  t h e  
n a m e  h e  had a d o p t e d ,  a l l  d u r i n g  h i s  s t a y .  T h e r e  was  
no c h a n c e  o f  p a s s i n g  h i m  o f f  as a g i r l  to Mi ss  E l l i o t t  
as she  k n e w t h a t  my  de a r  f r i e n d  was  a bo y  and I had  
t o l d  he r  a b o u t  h i m  d r e s s i n g  up.  Mo t h e r  was  d o u b t f u l  
but  s a i d ,  ’’ Mi ss  E l l i o t t  c e r t a i n l y  l i k e s  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .  
If  y o u  e x p l a i n  ho w m u c h  y o u  mi s s  your  d e a r  f r i e n d ,  
and t h a t  he  w o u l d  be a p e r f e c t  a c t i n g  g i r l  a l l  the  t i m e  
he  was  h e r e ,  y o u  m i g h t  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n ” . Ha r o l d  had  
s e n t  me  a l o t  o f  c o l o r e d  p i c t u r e s  t a k e n  on the  l o n g  
t r i p ,  and as he  had  g o n e  as a g i r l ,  s o m e  of  t he  ones  
t a k e n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  o t he r  g i r l s  we r e  s i m p l y  p e r 
f e c t .  He was  b e a u t i f u l .  So o n e  m o r n i n g  I s h o w e d  
s o m e  o f  t h e m  to  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  p o i n t i n g  out  Ha r o l d  and 
t e l l i n g  her  t h a t  he  w e n t  as M a r g a r e t  for the  w h o l e  
t r i p  as he  l i k e d  d r e s s e s  an<i b e i n g  a g i r l  so m u c h .

She  s a i d ,  "He i s  so p r e t t y  and n a t u r a l  he  s h o u l d  
be  a g i r l "  .

T h e n  I g o t  up c o u r a g e  and s a i d ,  "Miss  E l l i o t t  I
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mi ss  my de ar  f r i e n d  and my v i s i t  h o m e  v e r y  m u c h .  
Would y o u  l e t  me  h a v e  h i m  for a f e w  d a y s  i n  the  h o l i 
days  i f  he  c o m e s  as M a r g a r e t .  I know y o u  do no t  l i k e  
boys ,  but  I am sure y o u  w i l l  t h i n k  she i s  j u s t  as n i c e  
as a r e a l  g i r l "  .

"Jean ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  be  a n i c e  C h r i s t m a s  
p r e s e n t  for y o u .  How a b o u t  i t ? "

I s a i d ,  "I w o u l d  l o v e  t h a t  mo r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  
I c a n  t h i n k  o f " .

" We l l  t h e n ,  w r i t e  to M a r g a r e t  t h a t  I w i l l  be  v e r y  
p l e a s e d  to  h a v e  her  c o m e  and s t a y  as l o n g  as p o s s i b l e .
I s u p p o s e  she w o u l d  no t  w a n t  to  l e a v e  her  m o t h e r  for  
Ch r i s t ma s  d a y ,  but  she c o u l d  c o m e  a f t e r " .

So I w e n t  b a c k  to  Mo t h e r  a l m o s t  w a l k i n g  on a i r ,  
and wr o t e  Ha r o l d  at  o n c e  t e l l i n g  h i m  t o  b r i n g  h i s  p r e t 
t i e s t  d r e s s e s  t o o .  He wr o t e  b a c k  t h a t  he  c o u l d  c o m e  a 
c o u p l e  of  days  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s  and s t a y  a f t e r  t h e  N e w  
Year as t he  s c h o o l  h e a t i n g  had b r o k e n  do wn and s c h o o l  
woul d s t ar t  a w e e k  l a t e  on a c c o u n t  o f  i t .  Was I e v e r  
h a p p y .

I t h o u g h t  I w o u l d  h a v e  a s u r p r i s e  for h i m  w h e n  he  
c a m e .  One day  I h e a r d  Mi ss  E l l i o t t  and m o t h e r  t a l k 
ing a b o u t  p r e s e n t s .  She  t o l d  m o t h e r  t h a t  she  had s o m e  
l o v e l y  o l d e a r r i n g s  t h a t  she  had m a d e  i n t o  m o r e  m o d 
ern o n e s ,  and t h o u g h t  of  g i v i n g  t h e m  t o  m e  i f  I l i k e d  
we a r i n g  t h e m ,  but  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  my  e a r s  
p i e r c e d  and w h a t  did m o t h e r  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t .  M o t h e r  
said t h a t  I was  c r a z y  a b o u t  e a r r i n g s  and k e p t  a s k i n g  
how soon I w o u l d  be  o l d e n o u g h  for he r  to  a l l o w  m e  
to wear  t h e m ,  so t h e r e  was  no q u e s t i o n  but  t h a t  I 
would be  t h r i l l e d  t o  g e t  t h e m .  I d e c i d e d  t o  s u r p r i s e  
them as t h e y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w l o n g  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  for  
my ear s  to  h e a l  up,  and t o o  bad I c o u l d  n o t  w e a r  t h e m  
for C h r i s t m a s .  I k n e w  a nurse  who  p i e r c e d  e a r s  so  I 
went  to her  and e x p l a i n e d .  She  p i e r c e d  my  e a r s  and  
put in l i t t l e  p l a s t i c  t u b e s  t h a t  h a r d l y  s h o w e d  at  a l l .
Al l  I had to  do was  c h a n g e  my  h a i r  s t y l e  a b i t  t o  c o v 
er a l l  my e a r s .  So C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g  a f t e r  I had  o p 
ened my p r e s e n t s  and t h a n k e d  Mi ss  E l l i o t t  for t he  
l o v e l i e s t  e a r r i n g s  I had  e v e r  s e e n ,  I s l i p p e d  i n t o  my  
be d r o o m and put  on a l o n g  p a i r .  T h e y  di d  n o t  n o t i c e  
for s o m e  t i m e  t i l l  I s t a r t e d  s w i n g i n g  t h e m .  Were  t h e y  
s urpr i sed .  I had to  e x p l a i n  t h a t  I had  h e a r d  t h e m  
t a l k i n g  and w a n t e d  to  be r e a d y  for C h r i s t m a s .  I was

27.



so h a p p y  I k i s s e d  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  and she s e e m e d  t o  l o v e  
my  d o i n g  i t .

So w h e n  I w e n t  t o  m e e t  t he  bus  I was  a l l  r e a d y  to  
s u r p r i s e  M a r g a r e t  w i t h  my b e a u t i f u l  l o n g  p e n d a n t s .
But w h e n  she  g o t  o f f  t h e  bus  i n  a b e a u t i f u l  t w e e d  c o a t  
w i t h  d e e p  fur c o l l a r  and fur h a t  t o  m a t c h ,  she  a l s o  had  
d a n g l i n g  e a r r i n g  as l o n g  as m i n e .  She  e x p l a i n e d  t hat  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a l l  t h e  c o u s i n s  wo r e  t h e m ,  e v e n  t he  
b o y s  who  l o v e d  t o  dres s  as m u c h  as she  d i d ,  and we r e  
a m o n g  t he  p r e t t y  g i r l s  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  so her  m o t h e r  
had had her  e a r s  p i e r c e d  t h e n .

A l t h o u g h  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  had  b e e n  so n i c e  a b o u t  i n 
v i t i n g  M a r g a r e t  I was  a b i t  s h a k y  w h e n  I t o o k  her  in 
t o  i n d r o d u c e  h e r .  But I di d n o t  h a v e  t o  worry ,  t h e y  
g o t  a l o n g  f i n e  f r o m t he  f i r s t .  Mi s s  E l l i o t t  a s k e d  her  
a l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  her  t r i p  and h o w  s he  m a n a g e d  
t o  be  a g i r l  f or  t he  w h o l e  t i m e .  A f e w d a y s  l a t e r  she  
e x p l a i n e d  her  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t .

S he  had a l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  h e r  l i v i n g  r o o m and 
we o f t e n  had  a wo o d  f i r e  i n  i t  on c o l d  e v e n i n g s .  We 
w o u l d  s i t  a r ound i t  t a l k i n g  q u i e t l y  or j u s t  w a t c h i n g  
t h e  f i r e  burn and c o a l s  d r o p .  She  s t a r t e d  to  t e l l  
M a r g a r e t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  d u r i n g  he r  t r i p  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  
had i n t e r e s t e d  h e r  i n  b o y s  l i k e  h e r .  Of  c o u r s e  she  
s a i d  she  had  r e a d  h i s t o r i c a l  c a s e s  o f  m e n  who  h a v e  
l i v e d  as w o m e n ,  and t h e r e  we r e  o f t e n  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  
now o f  b o y s  or m e n  who  had  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  by s o m e  
a c c i d e n t  w h e n  l i v i n g  as g i r l s .  But w h e n  i n  Ne w York  
she  ha d  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t he  d a u g h t e r  of  an 
o l d  f r i e n d  w h i l e  s he  was  w a i t i n g  for h e r  b o a t .  One  
a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  s h o p p i n g .  W a i t i n g  for her  
f r i e n d  t o  g e t  r e a d y  she  h a p p e n e d  t o  p i c k  up a s m a l l  
m a g a z i n e  c a l l e d  T r a n s v e s t i a  t h a t  she  had n e v e r  s e e n  
b e f o r e .  G l a n c i n g  t h r o u g h  i t  she  was  s ur p r i s e d  t o  f i nd  
i t  was  w r i t t e n  for  and a b o u t  m e n  who  l o v e d  t o  dress  
as w o m e n .  She  b e c a m e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  e x p l a n 
a t i o n s  for t h e  l o v e  o f  f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s  and s o m e  o f  the  
l e t t e r s  f r o m T r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  w h i c h  she  e x p l a i n e d  such  
p e r s o n s  w e r e  c a l l e d .  When h e r  f r i e n d  c a m e  down and 
saw w h a t  she  was  r e a d i n g  she  g a v e  her  a r a t he r  p e c 
u l i a r  l o o k  but  s a i d  n o t h i n g .  T h a t  e v e n i n g  she  l o o k e d  
for t he  m a g a z i n e  a g a i n  t o  f i n i s h  w h a t  she  had  b e e n



reading.

She  m e n t i o n e d  to  he r  f r i e n d  t h a t  i t  was  s o m e t h i n g  
new to  her ,  and w o n d e r e d  i f  she had any o t h e r  i s s u e s  
o f  i t  as t h e r e  w e r e  t h i n g s  she  w a n t e d  to  know m o r e  
a b o u t ,  now t ha t  she had r e ad  t h a t  o n e .  T h e  l a d y  
r a t h e r  h e s i t a t e d  t h e n  s a i d ,  "I know y o u  c a n  k e e p  a 
s e c r e t ,  so I m i g h t  as w e l l  e x p l a i n  ho w we  h a p p e n  to  
h a v e  i t .  My hu s b a n d  l o v e s  to dres s  as a w o m a n  at  
t i m e s  and i t  m e a n s  so m u c h  to h i m  t h a t  I do a l l  I c a n  
to h e l p  h i m .  I s u p p o s e  y o u  l i k e  m o s t  p e o p l e  t h i n k  
t h e r e  mu s t  be s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  odd a b o u t  h i m " .

I t o l d  her  t h a t  I had n e v e r  h e a r d  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e  
but  now I w o u l d  l i k e  to kn o w mo r e  a b o u t  i t .  When I 
run a c r o s s  s o m e t h i n g  n e w ,  I a l w a y s  l i k e  to f i n d  out  
a l l  a b o u t  i t .

" W e l l  I c a n  t e l l  y o u  t h i s .  Any g i r l  who  g e t s  a 
hus ba nd  l i k e  m i n e  i s  v e r y  l u c k y ,  " t h i s  w o m a n  t o l d  m e .  
"Yoi i  know e n o u g h  a b o u t  m e n  to know t h a t  we p u z z l e  
t h e m  wi t h  s o m e  of  our i d e a s  e s p e c i a l l y  a b o u t  c l o t h e s .  
Mi n e  has  e n o u g h  of  a f e m i n i n e  mi n d  to u n d e r s t a n d ,  
and we c a n  t a l k  t h i n g s  o v e r  and he  u n d e r s t a n d s  my  
v i e w - p o i n t " .  I a s k e d  her  how he  g o t  to  l i k i n g  d r e s s e s  
and i f  h i s  m o t h e r  had d r e s s e d  h i m  as a g i r l .

"No not  v e r y  l o n g .  He was  a b o u t  f our  w h e n  he  
g o t  h i s  f i r s t  p a n t s .  He s a y s  h e  is c o n v i n c e d  he  was  
born wi t h  a l o v e  for f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s  and w a y s .  Hi s  
m o t h e r  had a w o n d e r f u l  f i g u r e ,  and f r o m a s m a l l  bo y  
he used t o  wi s h  he  c o u l d  h a v e  a t i n y  w a i s t  t o o  w h e n  
he grew up.  Of  c o u r s e  he  had t he  i d e a  t h a t  as a m a n  
he c o u l d  n o t ,  u n t i l  w h e n  he  was  t w e l v e  he  r e ad  i n  a 
m a g a z i n e  t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  of  m e n  wo r e  c o r s e t s ,  and  
w o m e n s  c o r s e t s  t o o ,  and i n  o l d e r  t i m e s  us e d  to t i g h t -  
l a c e .  So h e  a s k e d  h i s  m o t h e r  a b o u t  i t  and she l i k e d  
t he  i d e a  and had h i m  c a r e f u l l y  f i t t e d .  He has  worn  
c o r s e t s  e v e r  s i n c e .  Hi s  w a i s t  i s  j u s t  t w e n t y  t h r e e  
i n c h e s ,  t he  s a m e  as m i n e ,  and I am proud of  h i s  f i g 
ure as he  i s " .  I a s k e d  her  i f  she  had k n o w n  a l l  a b o u t  
h i m  b e f o r e  she was  m a r r i e d .

" Ye s .  Every  w o m a n  s h o u l d  kno w a l l  a b o u t  h e r  i n 
t e n d e d ,  to s a v e  t h e m  f rom m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a f t e r .  
What  r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  my s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i m  was  h i s  
s l e n d e r  w a i s t .  I was  r o o m i n g  w i t h  a g i r l  f r i e n d  a t  t he  
t i m e .  She  was  g o i n g  to a p l a y  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I go
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on a d o u b l e  d a t e  w i t h  her  c o u s i n  w h o m  I had n e v e r  
s e e n .  I di d and l i k e d  h i m  f r om t h e  s t a r t .  I l o v e d  hi s  
e r e c t  w a y  of  s t a n d i n g  and h i s w a i s t ,  and w o n d e r e d  how  
h e  g o t  i t .  T h a t  s u m m e r  we k n e w  we  w e r e  i n  l o v e  and 
m e a n t  for e a c h  o t h e r .  S i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  the  park,  I 
s l i p p e d  my  arm ar ound  h i s  w a i s t ,  and a s k e d  h i m  how  
l o n g  he  had  worn  c o r s e t s .  He e x p l a i n e d  a l l  a b o u t  i t ,  
and t h a t  he  l o v e d  t h e  s uppo r t  and f e e l i n g  o f  t h e m .  I 
s a i d  I d i d t o o ,  and t h a t  I l o v e d  h i s  f i g u r e  and t h e r e  
w o u l d  be  a s e r i o u s  row i f  he  e v e r  w e n t  w i t h o u t  h i s  
c o r s e t .  S o o n  a f t e r  he  t o l d  me  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t he r  
t h i n g s  I s h o u l d  k n o w ,  and e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he  l o v e d  to  
dr e s t  e n t i r e l y  as a g i r l  at  t i m e s ,  and i f  he  was  u n a b l e  
t o  d r e s s - f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  i t  u p s e t  h i m  b a d l y .  He s a i d  
h e  had to kn o w w h a t  I t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e  we m a r 
r i e d .  It  s e e m e d  an odd i d e a  to  me  and L t o l d  h i m  I 
w a n t e d  t i m e  to  t h i n k .  W e l l  I s t a r t e d  to  t h i n k  t h a t  I 
o f t e n  w e n t  ar o und  i n  p a n t s  and b o y s  s h i r t s  and my  o x 
f ords  w e r e  l i k e  h i s  o n l y  n o t  so c l u m s y .  So i f  I wore  
e v e r y t h i n g  b o y s  wor e  why  c o u l d  bo y s  no t  we a r  w h a t  I 
d i d .  T h e n  t o o ,  i t  s t r u c k  me  t h a t  i f  he  was  t h a t  mu c h  
f e m i n i n e  he  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  me  b e t t e r  t o o .  But I 
t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to  s e e  h i m  d r e s s e d  so I c o u l d  
g e t  us e d  t o  t h e  i d e a ,  and to c o m e  to our a p a r t m e n t  
w i t h  h i s  t h i n g s  and dres s  t h e r e .  He a b o u t  had a f i t  
t h i n k i n g  w h a t  h i s  c o u s i n  w o u l d  s a y .  I t o l d  h i m  she  had  
p l e n t y  of  s e n s e  and I w o u l d  e x p l a i n  b e f o r e  h a n d .  So  
he  c a m e  o v e r  one  e v e n i n g  and we  put  h i m  i n  t he  b e d 
r o o m  to c h a n g e .  He s a i d  g e t t i n g  n e r v e  e n o u g h  to c o m e  
o ut  for  t h e  t wo  o f  us to l o o k  h i m  o v e r  was  a b o u t  the  
h a r d e s t  t h i n g  he  had  e v e r  had to  d o .  But h i s  dress  was  
l o v e l y  and f i t t e d  p e r f e c t l y .  Ne w s l i p p e r s ,  and a b e 
c o m i n g  n e c k l a c e ,  and wh a t  g a v e  m e  t he  g r e a t e s t  s ur 
p r i s e  was  l o n g  e a r r i n g s .  He r e  we  had b e e n  g o i n g  t o 
g e t h e r  so l o n g  and I had n e v e r  n o t i c e d  h i s  ears  we r e  
p i e r c e d .  But h i s  w i g  was  r ough  and w h a t  m a k e - u p  h e  
had t r i e d  to  put  on a l l  w r o n g .  So we  t o o k  h i m in hand  
c o m b e d  and p a r t e d  t h e  w i g  and put  s o m e  o r n a m e n t a l  
p i n s  i n  i t .  T h e n  f i x e d  up h i s  f a c e .  Were  we e v e r  sur 
p r i s e d !  He w&s l o v e l y .  We t o l d  h i m  we  we r e  j e a l o u s  
b e c a u s e  he  l o o k e d  b e t t e r  t han  we  d i d ,  and i t  was  a l 
m o s t  t r u e .  Hi s  c o u s i n  had a c a m e r a  so t o o k  a l o t  of  
p i c t u r e s ,  t h e n  as i t  was  dark,  we  a l l  w e n t  for a w a l k ,  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  he  had e v e r  v e n t u r e d  o u t .  He soon g o t
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o v e r  b e i n g  n e r v o u s ,  and we e n d e d  up i n  a l i t t l e  l u n c h 
r o o m g e t t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .  He o f t e n  c a m e  ove r  
a f t e r  t h a t  and we  w o u l d  s i t  and t a l k  j u s t  l i k e  t h r e e  
g i r l s  t o g e t h e r .  Now he o f t e n  d r e s s e s  e v e n i n g s  and  
s o m e t i m e s  t he  w h o l e  w e e k  e nd  or h o l i d a y .  Both our  
c h i l d r e n  are o l d e n o u g h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and know e n o u g h  
to  say n o t h i n g  to  o u t s i d e r s .  So t h e r e  i s  t he  e x p l a n 
a t i o n  for t h a t  m a g a z i n e  b e i n g  h e r e .  T h r o u g h  i t  we  
h a v e  m e t  h a l f  a d o z e n  o t h e r  c o u p l e s  l i k e  us and at  
t i m e s  we  are a b l e  to g e t  t o g e t h e r ” .

" S o ” Mi ss  E l l i o t t  s a i d ,  " t h a t  e x p l a i n s  my  i n t e r e s t  
i n  y o u  M a r g a r e t  and why  I l o v e  to h e a r  y o u  t e l l  a b o u t  
your  tr i p and your  d r e s s e s .  I h o p e  now y o u  h a v e  s t a r t 
e d ,  y o u  w i l l  c o m e  to v i s i t  us o f t e n ” .

M a r g a r e t  s t a y e d  wi t h  us a l l  t h e  n e x t  w e e k .  Of  
c o u r s e  I was  at  s c h o o l  so Mi ss  E l l i o t t  and m o t h e r  t o o k  
h e r  a l l  o v e r  s h o p p i n g  and to  p l a c e s  s he  w a n t e d  to  s e e .  
T h e  n e x t  y e a r  we  p e r s u a d e d  Mi ss  E l l i o t t  to  go to  t he  
T a y l o r  c o t t a g e  w i t h  us,  and she e n j o y e d  i t  as m u c h  as 
we y o u n g e r  one s  d i d ,  e v e n  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  s o m e  of  t he  
boys  had  n i c e  m a n n e r s .  She  i s  c o n v i n c e d  now t h a t  
e v e r y  bo y  s h o u l d  be dr e s s e d ,  as a g i r l  t i l l  at  l e a s t  
s c h o o l  a g e  so he  w o u l d  l e a r n  to  be q u i e t  and w e l l  b e 
h a v e d ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be  m u c h  l e s s  j u v e n i l e  
d e l i n q u e n c y  i f  t he  f a s h i o n  b e c a m e  c o m m o n .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  i s  a l o t  to her  i d e a  t o o .

T h e r e  i s  no t  m u c h  mo r e  t o  my  s t o r y .  Wi th a l l  
the  r e a d i n g  I did and l o v e d  to  do i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  I did  
e x t r a  w e l l  i n  a l l  l i t e r a r y  s u b j e c t s  at  s c h o o l .  Whe n I 
f i n i s h e d ,  I t o o k  o v e r  s o m e  of  t he  work f r om m o t h e r .  
Mi ss  E l l i o t t  was  t h e n  o v e r  s i x t y  and w a n t e d  t o  e a s e  
o f f  s o m e .  So,  as I was  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  wi t h  her  
s t y l e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  she  w o u l d  g i v e  m e  t he  i d e a s  for her  
a r t i c l e s  and I w o u l d  put  i t  i n  a l m o s t  her  w o r d s .  I 
g r a d u a l l y  w o r k e d  i n t o  o t h e r  m a g a z i n e  and n e w s p a p e r  
work e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  w o m e n s  s e c t i o n s .  So my  l i f e  
work is s e t t l e d .

Mo t h e r  w o r r i e s  at  t i m e s  a b o u t  a m a t t e r  t h a t  r a t h 
er m a k e s  me  l a u g h .  Of  c o u r s e  I h a v e  m a n y  g i r l  f r i e nds  
s o me  v e r y  c l o s e  o n e s .  So she  i s  a f r a i d  t h a t  J a c k  m a y  
s t i l l  c o m e  b a c k  t o  l i f e  and t a k e  o v e r  so m u c h  t h a t  I
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w i l l  f a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  one  o f  t h e m ,  and wh a t  t h e n ?  I 
t e l l  her  t h e r e  i s  no d a n g e r .  I s t i l l  h a v e  t o  k e e p  on 
w i t h  i n f r e q u e n t  h o r m o n e  i n j e c t i o n s .  My o p i n i o n  is  t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  m a d e  m-e so f e m i n i n e  t h a t  t he r  i s  a l m o s t  no  
c h a n c e  of  t h e  o l d m a l e  s i d e  o f  my  m i n d  or e v e n  b o dy  
t a k i n g  o v e r .  Ev e n  i f  i t  d i d ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  is  g r a d u a l l y  
c h a n g i n g  and o l d p r e j u d i c e s  d y i n g  out ,  t h o u g h  not  f as t  
e n o u g h .  So i t  m i g h t  e v e n  h a p p e n  i n  my l i f e t i m e  t h a t  
h u s b a n d s  i n  s k i r t s  w o u l d  no t  be  a c u r i o s i t y .

In c o n c l u s i o n  I c a n  t r u l y  say t h a t  I h a v e  n e v e r  
for a m o m e n t  r e g r e t t e d  my  d e s i s i o n s  to l i v e  a g i r l ’ s 
l i f e .
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"Just  a s  I th ou gh t.  . . y o u r  u n d e r w e a r  i s n ' t  r e g u l a t i o n ! "
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CHER CHEZ LA FEMME

by F r a n  { 4 9 - C - l  F  P E )

It b e g a n  w h e n  I was  g i v e n  t he  j o b  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  for t he  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  d a n c e  o f  a c i v i c  
c l u b  t h a t  I b e l o n g  t o .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a n t e d  s o m e 
t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  be  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e  
w i v e s  so I g a v e  i t  s o m e  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t .  T h e n  t h e  w h e 
e l s  s t a r t e d  to  turn and I s u g g e s t e d  a F a s h i o n  S h o w .  The  
c o m m i t t e e  was  no t  sure  u n t i l  I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I i n t e n d 
ed t o  use  m a l e  m o d e l s  and dres s  t h e m  a l l  as w o m e n .  
T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  be  g r e a t  fun s i n c e  t he  
a u x i l i a r y  s p o n s e r s  t he  l a r g e s t  f a s h i o n  s how i n  t he  s t a t e  
e v e r y  f a l l .

My f i r s t  j ob  w a r t o  g e t  s o m e  m e n  who  w o u l d  be  
w i l l i n g  to  do w h a t  I a s k e d  of  t h e m  and I was  n o t  sure  
t h a t  I c o u l d  f i n d  t he  v o l u n t e e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for t h e  p r o 
d u c t i o n .  To  my  s u r p r i s e  t h e r e  w e r e  p l e n t y  of  m o d e l s  
a r ound ,  in f a c t  s i x  of  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  m e n  t h a t  I a s k e d  
s a i d  y e s .  When I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d n ’ t be  e a s y  
b e c a u s e  we we r e  g o i n g  t o  be  as s e r i o u s  and as r e a l i s 
t i c  as p o s s i b l e  t h e y  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  i d e a .  T h e  
r u l e s  w e r e  t h a t  e a c h  m o d e l  had to  dres s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n 
c l u d i n g  h i g h  h e e l s ,  n y l o n s ,  bra,  s l i p  and e s p e c i a l l y  a 
f a s h i o n a b l e  dres s ,  t h a t  f i t .

T h i n g s  r e a l l y  b e g a n  t o  h a p p e n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  b r i e f i n g  and t o  my  c o m p l e t e  s u r p r i s e  t h e  m o d e l s  
w e r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t  a l l  and t h e i r  w i v e s  w e r e  
r e a l l y  h e l p f u l .  I r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  p h o n e  c a l l s  w a n t i n g  
to  know w h e r e  to  buy  t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  n e e d e d  or 
di d I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  or t h a t  w o u l d  l o o k  g o o d .  I ha d  t o  
e x p l a i n  to  t he  w i v e s  t h a t  we  we r e  g o i n g  to  g o  a l l  o u t  
and i f  any m o d e l  did n o t  l o o k  g o o d  h e  w o u l d  be  dropped.  
Many of  t he  w i v e s  had t h e i r  h u s b a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  d r e s s e d  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g s  p r o c e e d i n g  t he  f i r s t  
r e h e a r s a l  and I d i d no t  h e a r  of  a c o m p l a i n t .  In f a c t  
m§*ny of  t he  m o d e l s  r e m a r k e d  ho w g o o d  i t  f e l t  t o  be  
a l l  dres s ed  up l i k e  a w o m a n  and a l l  o f  t h e m  w e r e  v e r y
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surprised to find that they looked good as women.

T h e r e  w e r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  m a n y  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  had  
t o  be  wo r k e d  out ,  but  I had  e v e r y o n e ’ s c o o p e r a t i o n  so  
t i  w a s n ' t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  One  m o d e ' s  w i f e  was  a c o s 
m e t i c i a n  and a g r e e d  t o  f ur n i s h  a l l  t he  m a k e - u p .  An 
o t h e r  m o d e l  k n e w a h a i r d r e s s e r  wh o  a g r e e d  to  f urni s h  
r e a l  h u m a n  h a i r  w i g s  and e v e n  s t y l e  t h e m  for us .  T h e n  
t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  t r i ps  to  t he  G o o d w i l l  S t o r e  for odds  
and e n d s .  I d r o p p e d  s e v e r a l  h i n t s  t h a t  we r e  i m m e d 
i a t e l y  p i c k e d  up by t he  b o y s  and f o l l o w e d .

We r e h e a r s e d  a l l  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  t he  show and 
t h e  m o d e l s  w e r e  a l l  w a l k i n g  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e i r  h e e l s  
and l o o k e d  v e r y  g o o d  e v e n  w i t h o u t  m a k e - u p .  T h e  
s c r i p t  was  e x c e l l e n t l y  w r i t t e n  for us by an a d v e r t i z 
i n g  m a n a g e r  f rom a l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t or e  and t he  "gir
ls" we r e  a l l  r e a d y  for t h e  s h o w .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  I c o u l d  
n o t  h e l p  but  w o n d e r  w h a t  t he  a u d i e n c e ' s  r e a c t i o n  wo u l d  
b e .  I k n e w  t h a t  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  a b u n c h  of  b o n e y - k n e e d ,  ■ 
h a i r y - l e g g e d  m e n  and w h a t  t h e y  we r e  a b o u t  to s e e  was  
a n y t h i n g  but  t h a t .  T h r e e  of  t h e  m o d e l s  l o o k e s  so good  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  "p a s s e d  a l m o s t  a n y w h e r e  and t he  
o t h e r  t h r e e  w e r e  n o t  bad at  a l l

Wi t h e v e r y t h i n g  r e a d y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l a r g e  f e m i n -  
i n e  s i g h ,  s p o t  l i g h t s ,  and an o r c h e s t r a  for b a c k g r o u n d  
m u s i c  t he  show b e g a n .  As t h e  f i r s t  m o d e l  w a l k e d  to  
t h e  s t a g e  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  but  mu r mu r s  and gas ps  b e 
c a u s e  "she" t o o k  t h e m  so compTe^te i y  by s ur pr i s e  wi t h  
"her" f e m i n i n e  g e s t u r e s  and c o m p l e t e  m o d e l - l i k e  a p 
p e a r a n c e .  T h e n  t he  n e x t  m o d e l  e n t e r e d .  T h e  a u d i e n c e  
l o v e d  i t  so  m u c h  t h a t  w h e n  t he  l a s t  m o d e d  had l e f t  the  
s t a g e  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c u r t a i n  c a l l s .  T h e  m e n  we r e  
now c l a p p i n g  and w h i s t l i n g  w h i l e  t h e  l a d i e s  j u s t  sat  
t h e r e  and g a p e d  w i t h  a we  at w h a t  s e e m e d  to  be  a l m o s t  
u n b e l i e v e a b l e . T h e  j u s t  c o u l d n ’t q u i t e  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  
s i x  m e n  we r e  j u s t  p l a i n  guys  d r e s s e d  as w o m e n .

T h e  show was  o v e r ,  but  t he  p e o p l e  who  saw i t  
are  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  and we  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  
o f f e r s  to r e p e a t  t he  show for o t h e r  groups  around t he  
c i t y .  T h i s  gr oup  of  p e o p l e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  bo y s  c a n  be  
" g i r l s  and I l e a r n e d  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o o .  S o m e  of  w h i c h  I

34



b e l i e v e  wor t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  As a v e r y  a c t i v e  TV I cou l d  
not  be i n  t h i s  s ho w,  b e c a u s e  I go  out  a g r e a t  d e a l  and  
w a n t e d  to m a i n t a i n  my  p r i v a c e  for t h e  f u t u r e .  I did  
a d m i t  to m a n y  who  a s ke d  w h e r e  I had o b t a i n e d  a l l  the  
i d e a s  a b o u t  d r e s s i n g  as a w o m a n ,  t h a t  i t  w a ^ s o r t  of  a 
ho b y  of  m i n e  and I had d o n e  i t  b e f o r e  i n  t he  s e r v i c e .  
Most  of  t he  p e o p l e  t h a t  I t o l d  a c c e p t e d  my  a n s we r s  
t h o u g h  a f e w  g a v e  me  s u s p i c i o u s  l o o k s ,  but  t h a t  d i d n ’t 
b o t h e r  me  at  a l l .  If  t h e y  ask mo r e  t h e n  I w i l l  t e l l  
t h e m  m o r e .

P e r h a p s  t he  b i g g e s t  l e s s o n  I l e a r n e d  was  t h a t  
c o n c e r n i n g  g u i l t .  By t a k i n g  a g o o d  c o r s s  s e c t i o n  of  
w e l l  a d j u s t e d  m e n ,  a l l  m a r r i e d  and a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
m e n  I c o n d u c t e d  my own l i t t l e  e x p e r i m e n t  on l a t e n t  
T V i s m .  T h e  r e s u l t s  are  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  A l l  of  
t he  m o d e l s  t o o k  t he  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h r e e  or f our  r e a l l y  
l o v e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  of  i t .  Onl y  one  had  d r e s s e d  in  
p u b l i c  as a w o m a n  b e f o r e  and he  is v e r y  proud o f  h i s  
f e m i n i n e  a p p e a r a n c e  w h e n  d r e s s e d .  N o n e  of  t h e  mo d  = 
e l s  had any  g u i l t  a b o u t  w e a r i n g  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s  b e 
c a u s e  t h e y  had no p r e v i o u s  w o r r i e s  a b o u t  i t  and b e c a u s e  
of  t he  a u d i e n c e ’s a c c e p t a n c e .

When I s p e a k  of  n o n - g u i l t  I m e a n  g o i n g  a b o u t  
your  b u s i n e s s  o f  d r e s s i n g  up as a w o m a n  and not  c a r i n g  
wh a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h i n k .  S o m e  e x a m p l e s  w e r e  p r e s e n 
t ed q u i t e  c l e a r l y  to  m e .  T h r e e  of  t h e s e  m e n  w e n t  to  
s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s hoe  s t o r e s  and t r i e d  on h i g h  h e e l s .  
T h e y  s i m p l y  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any  p u mp s  i n  s t o c k  
t h a t  w o u l d  f i t  t h e m .  T h e y  t r i e d  t h e m  on and w a l k e d  
around u n t i l  t h e y  f o und  s o m e  t h a t  f i t t e d .  A n o t h e r  
m o d e l  w e n t  t o  a d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  and a s k e d  t he  s a l e s 
l a d y  to h e l p  h i m  f i nd a bra and g i r d l e  to  f i t  h i m .  One  
m o d e l  w e n t  i n t o  a s t o r e  and a s k e d  for h e l p  i n  f i n d i n g  
n y l o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  l o o k  g o o d  on h i m .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  a 
e x c u s e  f r om any o n e  of  t h e m .  T h e r e  was  no ’’b u y i n g  
for my w i f e  or g i r l f r i e n d  e x c u s e d  g i v e n ,  o n l y  ” I n e e d  
t h i s  and c a n  y o u  h e l p  m e ” . I g a i n e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  
i n s i g h t  r e g a r d i n g  g u i l t  f r om t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  and I w i l l  
n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t .

■*•** **_____ **•*■**
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THOUGHTS REGARDING TV

by T e d d ie  ( 5 - P - 4 )

T h e  d i s c o v e r y  of  T r a n s v e s t i a  and t he  F e m m e  m i r -  
or m u s t  o f  n e c c e s s i t y  be  o ne  o f  t he  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  any  
T V ' s  l i f e  s i n c e  i t  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  m e d i a  t h a t  he  l e a m s  
m o r e  o f  h i s / h e r  p r o b l e m s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e / s h e  m a y  
b e c o m e  c o n f u s e d  and p e r p l e x e d  as a r e s u l t  of  r e a d i n g  
t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s i n c e  i t  my  be  d i f f i c u l t  to  i d e n t i f y  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  o t h e r  T V ’ s wh o  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  f a c e t s  to  
t h e i r  TV e x i s t a n c e  w h i c h  t h e  r e a d e r  m a y  no t  h a v e .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  is to a s s i s t  t he  new  
r e a d e r  o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  to  m a k e  a p r o p e r  e v a l 
u a t i o n ,  so t h a t  a s o u r c e  o f  c o m f o r t  and i n f o r m a t i o n  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be  a v a i l a b l e  to  h i m / h e r  and to o t hers .

My f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  on r e a d i n g  my f i r s t  c o p y  of  
T r a n s v e s t i a  was  to  f o r g e t  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  and to  r e 
t i r e  to t h e  s o l i t a r y  wo r l d  of  T V i s m  t h a t  I had c r e a t e d  
for m y s e l f  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  As m a n y  of  y o u  h a v e  d o n e ,
I had r e a d  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,  e v a l u a t e d  i t ,  and f e l t  i t  
f e l l  s hor t  o f  my  n e e d s  s i n c e  I c o u l d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  m y 
s e l f  w i t h  t he  TV p e r s o n a l i t i e s  r e v e a l e d  i n  v a r i o u s  a r 
t i c l e s  w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  m o r e  a c t i v e ,  d a r i n g  and  
a g g r e s s i v e  t h a n  my  o w n .

H o w e v e r ,  I c o n t i n u e d  r e a d i n g  t he  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
h a d  a f a i r l y  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  V i r g i n i a ,  s u b m i t t e d  
m y s e l f  to  s u b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  m y s e l f  and as a 
r e s u l t  m o d i f i e d  my  o r i g i n a l  i m p r e s s i o n .  It  wo u l d  a p 
p e a r  to  m e  t h a t  e a c h  T V is  u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  
f a m i l y  s t a t u s ,  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  for T V i s m  are  no t  t he  s a m e  at  a l l .  , 
H o w e v e r  we h a v e  one  c o m m o n  bond  t h a t  l o c k s  us a l l  
t o g e t h e r  and t h a t  i s  t h e  c o m p u l s i v e  d e s i r e  to  dres s ,  
l o o k  and a c t  f e m i n i n e .

T h e  n e w e r  r e a d e r  of  T r a n s v e s t i a  or t he  F e m m e -  
Mi rror  m a y  be c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  an a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by 
s o m e o n e  who  i s  5 * 4 ” t a l l ,  s l i g h t l y  b u i l t ,  and who
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l i v e s  as a g i r l  24  hours  a d a y .  He m a y  e v e n  be e v -  
vi ous ,  but  a f t e r  a l l  h e  i s  6*3" t a l l  and b u i l t  l i k e  a 
b r i c k l a y e r .  He s o m e h o w  c a n ’ t a s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  
thi s  i n d i v i d u a l

He c o n t i n u e s  r e a d i n g  and l e a r n s  o f  a n o t h e r  TV  
who we a r s  f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l  u nde r  h i s  o r d i n a r y  s t r e e t  
c l o t h e s  and s h u d d e r s  s i n c e  he  has  a g r e a t  f e a r  of  r e 
v e a l i n g  h i m s e l f ,  or he  m a y  f e e l  t h a t  o n e  e i t h e r  d r e s 
ses  a l l  the  wa y  e i t h e r  as a m a n  or w o m a n  and o u t w a r d 
l y  at  l e a s t  s h o u l d  be e i t h e r  a ma n  or a w o m a n .  A g a i n  
he  f i nds  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  wi t h  t h i s  p e r s o n .

He t h e n  r e a ds  of  a n o t h e r  of  t h e  s o r o r i t y  who  has  
g o n e  s h o p p i n g  i n  t he  " o u t e r  wor l d"  i n  f e m i n i n e  garb  
and m a k e s  t he  i n t e l l i g e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  he  c a n n o t  
do t h i s  for r e a s o n s  o f  f e a r  and k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  
not  for m a n y  r e a s o n s  be  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s uc h  a s o r t i e .

He c o n t i n u e s  t o  read  and f i n d s  t h a t  i n  TV # -------
i s  h a v i n g  e l e c t r o l y s i s  to  r e m o v e  t he  h a i . r s ,  h o r m o n e s  
t o o  c h a n g e  to a m o r e  f e m i n i n e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  p l u c k e d  
e y e b r o w s ,  g r o w i n g  l o n g  h a i r ,  p i e r c i n g  e a r s ,  and c o m 
p l e t e l y  s h a v e d  l e g s  e t c . ,  and w i t h d r a w s  f r o m t h e s e  
s i n c e  he  kno ws  he  mu s t  make a l i v i n g ,  m a y  h a v e  a 
f a m i l y  t h a t  d o e s  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  or know of  h i s  T V i s m ,  
and b e c a u s e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  are i n  a m a s c u l i n e  s p h e r e  
wo u l d  no t  dare  a l t e r  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  to t h i s  e x t e m ^ - -  
- e v e n  t h o u g h  he  m i g h t  wi s h  to  do s o .  He a l s o  d o e s  
not  w a n t  to r e v e a l  h i m s e l f  to  o t h e r s  and t h e s e  a c t i o n s  
w o u l d  do s o .

He r e a d s  f u r t h e r  and l e a r n s  t h a t  t h e r e  are  m e e t 
i n g s  of  TVs  at  w h i c h  n o n - T V ’ s m a y  be  p r e s e n t ,  and h e  
doe s  no t  wi s h  to r e v e a l  h i m s e l f  in t h i s  t y p e  o f  s i t u a 
t i o n .  He r e a d s  of  o t h e r s  who  s l e e p  i n  n i g h t i e s ,  use  
p e r f u m e ,  p r a c t i c e  w a l k i n g  and t a l k i n g  and s ays  t h i s  
i s  not  for m e .

And w h e n  he  e v a l u a t e s  t h e m  a l l  he  m a y  c o m e  t o  
the  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  are  n o t  l i k e  h i m s e l f ,  
and he  p l a n s  to  w i t h d r a w  to  h i s  s o l i t a r y  TV c o n f L n e -  
me n t .

T h e s e  at  l e a s t  w e r e  s o m e  of  t h e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  o c -
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c u r e d  to  m e  and i t  t o o k  l e n g h t y  s u b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  m y s e l f  to r e a c h  w h a t  I f e e l  i s  a m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  
a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  t he  p e r i o d i c a l s  and T V i s m .

T h e  f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  we a l l  h a v e  t h i s  c o m p u l 
s i v e  d e s i r e  to  dres s ,  l o o k  and a c t  f e m i n i n e .  H o w e v e r ,  
we pas s  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  as we  p r o g r e s s  a l o n g .  
T h e r e  are  m a n y  s t a g e s  but  for p u r p o s e s  o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
I w i l l  o n l y  show t h e m  as t h r e e  i n  n u m b e r .

In t he  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  a TV m a y  u t i l i z e  o n l y  one  
i t e m  of  f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l  and t h e n  p r o c e e d  t hr o ug h  
o t h e r  s t a g e s  u n t i l  a f u l l  w a r d r o b e  is a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  
us e  o f  m a k e - u p  m a y  be a d d e d  at  any  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  T h i s  s o l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  m a y  be  as far as he  
p r o g r e s s e s  i n  T V i s m .  Hi s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for dres s  are  
i n f r e q u e n t  and s e c r e t i v e .

From t h i s  s t a g e  t he  F e m m e p e r s o n  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  
c r e a t e  a m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  e f f e c t  of  a t r u l y  f e m i n i n e  p e r 
son by use  o f  p a d d i n g ,  and o t h e r  c a m o u f l a g e .  She  
m a y  a t t e m p t  t o  a d o p t  t he  m a n n e r i s m s  as w e l l  as dress  
o f  t he  f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  m o s t l y  
s o l i t a r y  t h o u g h  p o s s i b l y  one  or t wo  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  m a y  
kno w o f  i t .

In t he  f i n a l ,  or a d v a n c e d  sta„ge,  the  TV m a k e s  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r s  l i k e  h i m s e l f ,  c o m m u n i c a t e s  and  
m e e t s  w i t h  t h e m ,  and m a y  p o s s i b l y  m a k e  a s o r t i e  out  
i n t o  s o c i e t y  as a f e m m e p e r s o n .

What  we  h a v e  to  k e e p  i n  m i n d  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  o v e r l a p p i n g  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  and  
t h a t  m o s t  T V ’ s n e v e r  g e t  to  t he  f i n a l  s t a g e .  T h e y  
r e a c h  a sor t  of  ’’a r r e s t e d ” d e v e l o p e m e n t  s o m e w h e r e  
a l o n g  t he  l i n e .

S i n c e  t he  F e m m e p e r s o n s  i n  t he  l a s t  s t a g e s  are  
m o r e  v o c i f e r o u s  t ha n  t h e  r e s t  o f  us,  we  s h o u l d  a v o i d  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h i s  s t a g e  
t h a t  y o u  are  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t he  o t h e r s .  S o m e w h e r e  a l 
o n g  t he  l i n e  t h e r e  are  o t h e r s  a l m o s t  l i k e  y o u .

If  y o u  w i l l  b e a r  t h i s  in m i n d  and g i v e  s uppo r t  to  
t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  so t h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  and
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t h o u g h t  c a n  be  a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  who  are  w i t h  us i n  
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  b e n e f i t .  It  m a y  be i m 
p o r t a n t  to know w h e r e  y o u  are g o i n g  as w e l l  as w h e r e  
you h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  your  l i f e .

EDI TOR’S NOTE:  T e d d i e  m a k e s  s o m e  v e r y  g o o d  p o i n t s
i n  t he  a b o v e ,  and I am g l a d  t h a t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  says  
t h e m  b e s i d e s  m y s e l f .  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  b e f o r e  in  
s o m e  of  my  e d i t o r i a l s  and i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  
a g a i n .  T h e r e  i s  t o o  m u c h  t e n d e n c y  to t h i n k  o n e  has  
to  pass  s o m e  sort  of  t e s t  of  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  or s o m e 
t h i n g .  T h i s  i s  no t  s o .  S o m e  h a v e  i t  and s o m e  d o n ’ t 
and s o m e  c a n  do i t  and s o m e  c a n ’ t and t h e r e  is no  
r e a s o n  for e v e r y o n e  to a s p i r e  to  t he  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
of  t he  f e w .  T h e  m a i n  t h i n g  t h a t  I h a v e  a l w a y s  ur ge d  
i s  to a r r i v e  f i r s t  a t  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e ,  t h e n  f i n d  your  
n i c h e  i n  t he  order  o f  t h i n g s .  Enj o y  w h a t  y o u  c a n  and  
d o n ’ t be  e n v i o u s  o f  wh a t  y o u  c a n ’t h a v e ,  be or do .
Li f e  is a b a l a n c e  and a c c e p t i n g  of  o n e ’s l i m i t a t i o n s  
p e r s o n a l ,  s o c i a l  or d o m e s t i c  i s  par t  of  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  
b a l a n c e .  R e c o g n i t i o n  of  t he  f e m m e s e l f  w i t h i n  y o u  i s  
the  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g .  What  she  d o e s  i s  o f  m u c h  l e s s  
i m p o r t a n c e .  Your m a s c u l i n e  l i f e  c a n  be  f u l l e r  and  
e a s i e r  for r e c o g n i z i n g  he r ,  but  i t  n e e d  not  be s p o i l e d  
by c a t e r i n g  to h e r ............

. . . .  VIRGI NI A.

OOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOoOOo 

NURSERY RHYMES FOR TV’S

L i t t l e  J a c k  Horner  sat  in a c o r n e r
His  ma c a u g h t  h i m  d r e s s e d  l i k e  h i s  s i s t e r !
"For p u n i s h m e n t ,  y o u  s tay
D r e s s e d  t ha t  way  t i l l  M a y ! ”
So J a c k  j u m p e d  up and g r a t e f u l l y  k i s s e d  h e r .

Teel a 38-1.T-2
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A REAL NAME
b y  W in f ie  ( 5 - B - l )

J.  C.  was  h i s  n a m e .  His f a t h e r  had w a n t e d  a boy  
who w o u l d  car r y  on h i s  n a m e ;  so he  c a l l e d  h i m  J.  C.  
b e c a u s e  h i s  own n a m e  was John C h a r l e s .  To  J.  C . ,  
t h i s  m e a n t  " n a m e l e s s " .  He w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  to  h a v e  
b e e n  c a l l e d  M a r i a n .  T h a t  n a m e ,  for s o m e  r e a s o n ,  s e e m  
ed t o  c o m e  e a s i l y  to h i m .  S i t t i n g  at h i s  d e s k  d o i n g  h i s  
h o m e w o r k  he s o m e t i m e s  f e l l  to d o o d l i n g ,  and he  w o u l d  
" c o m e  to" and f i nd he  had w r i t t e n  t he  n a m e  " M a r i o n " .  
He c o u l d  no t  t e l l  w h y .

His  dad c e r t a i n l y  w a n t e d  t o  c a r r y  on h i s  n a m e .  He  
w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  to h a v e  had a f a m i l y  of  b o y s - a  b a s e 
b a l l  t e a m  of  hi s  o w n - b u t  J . C .  was  t h e  o n l y  c h i l d .  He  
c o u l d  p l a y  m o s t  g a m e s ;  he  was  w e l l  c o - o r d i n a t e d ,  but  
t he  m a i n  r e a s o n  was  t he  c o n s t a n t  c o a c h i n g  and u r g i n g  
t ha t  hi s  f a t h e r  put  f or t h  to  m a k e  h i m  an " A l l  A m e r i c a n "  
or s o m e t h i n g .

His  m o t h e r  was  a p e t i t e ,  r a t h e r  p r e t t y  w o m a n ,  who  
n e v e r  s p o k e  out  to  her  r a t h e r  d o m i n e e r i n g  s p o u s e .  S he  
t o o  was  proud of  J.  C.  but  she  c e r t a i n l y  h a t e d  t h a t  a p 
p e l l a t i o n .  One was  e n o u g h  i n  t he  f a m i l y .  When J.  C.  
was  born,  y e s ,  e v e n  b e f o r e ,  she  had s u g g e s t e d  s e v e r a l  
b o y s ’ and s e v e r a l  g i r l s '  n a m e s  but  t he  f a t h e r  did no t  
e v e n  c o n s i d e r  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  h a v i n g  a d a u g h t e r .  He  
was thè  o n l y  boy  i n  h j j  f a m i l y  and by G e o r g e ,  he  w o u l d  
h a v e  a son to c a r r y  on h i s  n a m e .

F o r t u n a t e l y  for h i m ,  he  _di_d § e t  a s o n .  What  w o u l d  
he h a v e  d o n e  had he  had a g i r l ?  No d o u b t  a f t e r  t he  
f i r s t  harsh r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  she  w a s n ' t  a b o y ,  he  w o u l d  
h a v e  b r o u g h t  he r  up as one  a n y w a y .  So he  was  m a k i n g  
a ma n  out  of  J.  C.  to  f o l l o w  i n h i s  f o o t s t e p s .

In her  s e c r e t  t h o u g h t s  h i s  m o t h e r  l o n g e d  for  a l i t t l e  
g i r l .  She  l o v e d  J.  C.  but  f e l t  sorry for h i m  t o o  as she  
kne w t h a t  he was  no t  r e a l l y  t he  " t o u g h "  boy  h i s  dad  
t h o u g h t  he  w a s .  She  had c o m e  upon h i m  s k e t c h i n g  a nd  
on o c c a s i o n s  had b e e n  h a p p i l y  g r a t i f i e d  w h e n  he  m a d e  
s o m e  c o m m e n t  on the  dres s  she  h a p p e n e d  to  be  w e a r i n g .
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J.  C.  did not  s pe nd  m u c h  t i m e  wi t h  g i r l s  but  w o r k 
ed hard at sport s  as h i s  dad w i s h e d .

One  y e a r ,  wh e n  he  was  a b o u t  t w e l v e ,  h i s  m o t h e r  
t o l d  h i m  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t he  s u m m e r  v a c a t i o n ,  a b r o t he r  
of  he r s  and hi s  w i f e  and d a u g h t e r  w o u l d  be v i s i t i n g  
t h e m .  J.  C.  did not  t a k e  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  in what  hi s  
m o t h e r  was  s a y i n g  but  s u d d e n l y  p e r k e d  up whe n  she  
s a i d  t h a t  t he  d a u g h t e r  was  a b o u t  h i s  a g e .  Li ke  J.  C . ,  
she  was  an o n l y  c h i l d .  " D o e s  she l i k e  g a m e s ? "  he  
w a n t e d  to k n o w .  "I h a v e  no i d e a , "  hi s  m o t h e r  r e p l i e d  
but  a d d i n g  t h a t  w h e n  l a s t  she saw her  b r o t h e r ,  Ma r i a n  
was  o n l y  f i v e ;  " p r e t t y  as a p i c t u r e  and a l w a y s  d r e s s e d  
so n e a t l y . "  J.  C.  g a v e  no f u r t h e r  t h o u g h t  to t he  f o r t h 
c o m i n g  v i s i t .  He c a r r i e d  on at  s c h o o l  and p l a y e d  
g a m e s  w i t h  the  o t h e r  b o y s .

F i n a l l y  s c h o o l  was  out  and the  v i s i t  was  in t h e o f f -  j 
i n g .  T h e  day  c a m e  w h e n  hi s  dad as ked  i f  he  w o u l d  
l i k e  to go  wi t h  h i s  m o t h e r  and h i m  to m e e t  the  r e l a t 
i v e s  at  t he  s t a t i o n .  J.  C.  d i d n ’t mi n d  g o i n g  and so  
t h e y  d r o v e  do wn  to the  d e p o t .  Af t e r  a short  w a i t ,  t he  i 
t r a i n  c a m e  in and t h e n  hi s  m o t h e r  was h u g g i n g  her  
b r o t h e r ,  t h e n  her  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  and t hen  M a r i a n .  The  
n e x t  t h i n g  J.  C.  k n e w he  was b e i n g  e m b r a c e d  by h i s  
a u n t  and had h i s  hand p u m p e d  v i g o r o u s l y  by h i s  u n c l e ,  j 
but  he  was  r a t h e r  u n n e r v e d  wh e n  hi s  c o u s i n  s p o k e  to  
h i m  and br u s h e d  hi s  c h e e k  wi t h  her l i p s j

In a k i nd  of  d a z e  he  p i l e d  i n t o  the  car  and f ound  
h i m s e l f  s i t t i n g  in the  f ront  wi t h  hi s  dad d r i v i n g  and  
Ma r i a n  b e t w e e n  h i m  and hi s  dad .  A f a i n t  p e r f u m e  
t o u c h e d  h i s  s e n s e s  and he  f ound i t  very  muc h  to  h i s  
l i k i n g .  Ma r i a n  s a i d  l i t t l e  but  now and t h e n  w o u l d  turn 
to  h i m  w i t h  a warm s m i l e .  J.  C.  S e n i o r  m a i n t a i n e d  a 
r a t h e r  o n e - s i d e d ,  r a t h e r  g r a n d i l o q u e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

When t h e y  g o t  h o m e ,  J.  C . ’s m o t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  he  h e l p  c a r r y  t he  b a g s  u p s t a i r s .  The  h o u s e  was  
s p a c i o u s  and Ma r i a n  w o u l d  h a v e  a s m a l l  r o o m to h e r 
s e l f .  Af t e r  t a k i n g  up h i s  a u n t ’ s and u n c l e ' s  b a g s ,  he  
t o o k  t w o  a t t r a c t i v e - l o o k i n g  s u i t c a s e s  upt o  M a r i a n ' s  
r o o m .  He s h o w e d  her  t he  w a y .  J.  C.  had n e v e r  b o t h 
e r e d  v e r y  m u c h  a b o u t  t he  upper  part  of  hi s  h o m e  and 
was  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  to  f i nd  her  room very  d a i n t i l y  and
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f e m i n i n e l y  f u r n i s h e d .  Ma r i a n  exc l a i r t Ted w h e n  h e  o p e n 
ed the  d o o r .  J.  C.  put  t he  s u i t c a s e s  d o w n .  M a r i a n  
t o o k  o n e ,  s wung  i t  on to t he  bed  and o p e n e d  i t .  J.  C . ' s  
e y e s  p o p p e d  a l i t t l e  w h e n  s o m e  d a i n t y  and f i l m y  g a r 
m e n t s  s p i l l e d  o u t .  His  c o u s i n  f e l t  a m o n g  t he  f i l m y  
mass  and b r o u g h t  out  a s m a l l  p a r c e l .  "Here  J.  C . " she  
s a i d .  "I b r o u g h t  y o u  a p r e s e n t . "

S u r p r i s e d ,  but  h a p p y  at  t he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h i s  c o u s i n  
had t h o u g h t  of  h i m ,  he  o p e n e d  t he  p a r c e l  and drew  
for t h a s m a l l  t r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o .  N o t h i n g  c o u l d  h a v e  
p l e a s e d  h i m  mo r e  and,  i m p u l s i v e l y  he  m o v e d  t o w a r d s  
Ma r i a n  and k i s s e d  her  f u l l  on t h e  l i p s .  A b a s h e d ,  he  
drew b a c k  and s t a m m e r e d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  b e i n g  so 
p l e a s e d  t h a t  he  f o r g o t  h i m s e l f .  M a r i a n  s m i l e d  and t h e n  
to h i s  s ur pr i s e  but  u n e x p e c t e d  p l e a s u r e ,  r e t u r n e d  h i s  
k i s s .

In h i s  e x c i t e m e n t ,  he  d r o p p e d  t he  r a d i o ,  m o v e d  to  
c a t c h  i t ,  o n l y  to s e e  i t  d i s a p p e a r  i n t o  the  s o f t  m a s s  of  
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .  A g a i n  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  he  drew b a c k  
and b l u s h e d ,  Wh e t h e r  h i s  c o u s i n  n o t i c e d  t h i s  or no t ,  
he did not  know but  she  f e l t  in t he  s u i t c a s e  and drew  
out  the  r a d i o  but  a p p a r e n t l y  f a i l e d  to n o t i c e  t h a t  a 
wi s p of  a g a r m e n t  was  c l i n g i n g  to  t he  r a d i o .  It d r o p p 
ed and f e l l  on t o  the  c a r p e t ,  o p e n i n g  g r a c e f u l l y  as i t  
did so to  r e v e a l  a d a i n t y  pa i r  of  p a l e  b l u e  l a c e  e d g e d  
p a n t i e s .

J.  C.  had s e e n  s o m e  of  h i s  m o t h e r ’s m o r e  i n t i m a t e  
g a r m e n t s  on t he  l i n e  a f t e r  w a s h i n g ,  but  had n e v e r  s e e n  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  or i f  he  had he  had  s o m e h o w  f o r g o t 
t e n .  He f l u s h e d  mo r e  d e e p l y ,  t ur ne d  and d a s h e d  f rom  
t he  r oom a l m o s t  t u m b l i n g  down t he  s t a i r s  as he  r e a c h e d  
t h e m ,

He m a d e  h i s  way  to h i s  own r o o m ,  i g n o r i n g  i n  h i s  
p l e a s u r a b l e  t u r m o i l  t he  r e m a r k s  of  h i s  f a m i l y .  He  
f l u n g  h i m s e l f  on hi s  be d  and c l o s e d  h i s  e y e s .  At  o n c e  
t he  s c e n e  he  had j u s t  l e f t  a p p e a r e d  v i v d l y  b e f o r e  hi s  
e y e s .  T h e r e  l a y  t he  d a i n t y  u n d e r w e a r .  For s o m e  u n 
a c c o u n t a b l e  r e a s o n ,  a t i n g l e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  h i m .  He  
o p e n e d  hi s  e y e s ,  t h e n  shut  t h e m  t i g h t l y  a g a i n  to s e e  i f  
t he  e n t r a n c i n g  p i c t u r e  w o u l d  r e a p p e a r .  T h i s  t i m e  he  
saw M a r i a n ’s p r e t t y  f a c e  and she was  s m i l i n g  at  h i m .  
For a m o m e n t  he  t h o u g h t  she  was  r e a l l y  t h e r e  t h e n  she
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t u r n e d  and v a n i s h e d  and as she  t ur ne d  w i t h  a t w i r l ,  he  
c a u g h t  a g l i m p s e  of  l a c y  u n d e r w e a r .  His  h e a r t  g a v e  a 
l e a p .

Hi s  r e v e r i e  was  b r o k e n  by t he  s ound o f  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  
v o i c e  c a l l i n g  h i m  for s u p p e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  t he  m e a l  he  
was  a w a r e  of  no o ne  but  Ma r i a n  at  w h o m h e  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  
l y  g l a n c e d  f r o m t i m e  to t i m e .  He f e l t  s t r a n g e  t h o u g h .
He k n e w t h a t  he  a l r e a d y  l i k e d  her  and at  t he  s a m e  t i m e  
h e  f e l t  i n  s o m e  p e c u l i a r  wa y  as t h o u g h  he  w e r e  h e r .
He c o u l d  not  m a k e  t h i s  o u t .  He c o u l d  not  know t ha t  h i s  
m o t h e r  had  l o n g e d  for a d a u g h t e r ;  she had n e v e r  m e n t 
i o n e d  t h i s  but  he  did r e c a l l  how she o f t e n  t o o k  h i m  
w h e n  she  w e n t  s h o p p i n g  for ne w c l o t h e s  and a l w a y s ,  b e 
f or e  she  l e f t ,  she  w o u l d  m a k e  her  way  t hr ough  t h e  g i r l s '  
d e p a r t m e n t .  J.  C.  w o u l d  t a g  a l o n g  t h o u g h  at f i r s t  he  
had f e l t  e m b a r r a s s e d  but  s o o n  c a m e  to a c c e p t  t h i s  as 
s o m e t h i n g  h i s  m o t h e r  had to  do s i n c e  he  l o v e d  h e r ,  he  
w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  Now he  r e c a l l e d  how she w o u l d  
f o n d l e  the  p r e t t y  g i r l s*  t h i n g s  and t h e n  J.  C.  k n e w t h a t  
he  had s e e n  p r e t t y  p a n t i e s  b e f o r e  t h e r e  in t he  s h o p s .

He a l s o  r e m e m b e r e d  now t h a t  on o c c a s i o n s  h i s  mo t h  
er had c a l l e d  h i m  S h e l l e y  and t h e n  p a s s e d  i t  o f f  as 
b e s t  she  c o u l d .  It  s u d d e n l y  was  c l e a r  to  J.  C.  t h a t  h i s  
m o t h e r  m i s s e d  v e r y  m u c h  h a v i n g  a d a u g h t e r .  T h e n  he  
r e m e m b e r e d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  he  mu s t  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n .
One day  he  had b e e n  i n  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  r o o m l o o k i n g  for  
s o m e  m o n e y ;  h i s  m o t h e r  had sa i d  he  c o u l d  h a v e  s o me  
for a s h o w .  But he  c o u l d  no t  f i nd  her  purse  so had b e 
gun to l o o k  for i t .  A f t e r  l o o k i n g  around t he  r o o m  and 
i n  one  or t wo  d r a w e r s ,  he  had o p e n e d  a c l o s e t  door  and 
f o und  h i m s e l f  f a c e  to f a c e  w i t h  a m a n n i k i n - - a  g i r l  
m a n n i k i n - p r e t t y  and a r r a y e d  i n  l o v e l y  c l o t h e s .  H a n g 
i n g  i n  t he  c l o s e t  we r e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  d a i n t y  a p p a r e l .  Th  
c l o s e t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  d r a we r s  and had he  o p e n e d  t h e m  
he  w o u l d  h a v e  f ound  t h e m  f i l l e d  wi t h  p r e t t y  u n d e r w e a r  
At the  t i m e  i t  had not  o c c u r r e d  to  h i m  why t he  m a n n i 
k i n  was  t h e r e  and he  had n e v e r  a s k e d  h i s  m o t h e r ,  but  
now i t  a l l  s e e m e d  c l e a r .  M o r e o v e r ,  for s o m e  r e a s o n  
he  f e l t  sorry for hi s  m o t h e r  and a l s o ,  i n  s o m e  s t r a n g e  
w a y ,  he  f e l t  w i t h  and for h e r .  He t h o u g h t  o f  the  t i m e  
she  had i n s i s t e d  on t a k i n g  p h o t o s  o f  h i m  and how she  
had a l w a y s  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  he  was  v e r y  g o o d - l o o k i n g  
and had n i c e  h a i r .  Boys  at  s c h o o l  s o m e t i m e s  k i d d e d  
h i m  a b o u t  t h e  w a v e  i n  i t .
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T h a n k  y o u  for y o ur  l e t t e r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  
of  T r a n s v e s t i a .  I w o u l d  l o v e  to  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e  a b o u t  
my l i f e  as a TV i n c l u d i n g  t he  a r r e s t ,  e t c .  T h a n k  y o u  
for a s k i n g  m e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  my  e x p e r i e n c e s  so t h a t  
o t h e r  T V ' s  c a n  s h a r e .  Sorry t h a t  I was  n o t  a b l e  to  
h a v e  t h i s  r e a d y  for an e a r l i e r  i s s u e  as y o u  had a s k e d ,  
h o w e v e r  I do h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  i t  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  
i s s u e s .  P l e a s e  c o r r e c t  my  g r a m m e r  m i s t a k e s .

My u n m a r r i e d  y e a r s  f r o m 1950 t o  1956 w e r e  v e r y  
a c t i v e  y e a r s  as a T V .  P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  e v e n i n g  a f 
t er  I c a m e  h o m e  f r om work I w o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g i n  
w e a r i n g  my  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .  A f t e r  p r e p a r i n g  s u p p e r  
and d o i n g  t he  d i s h e s  I w o u l d  go  out  for a s t r o l l  or go  
s h o p p i n g  v i a  bus  or i n  my  c a r .  I was  a l w a y s  a c c e p t e d  
g r a c i o u s l y  by s a l e s w o m e n .  S o m e h o w  I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  
o t he r  w o m e n  w a n t e d  m e  t o  r e m a i n  t h e i r  e q u a l  f o r e v e r .  
( B e l i e v e  me  I w i l l  a l w a y s  r e m a i n  a w o m a n  i n  s o u l  and  
s p i r i t  e v e n  t h o u g h  I am no t  a b l e  at  t h i s  t i m e  to  a p p e a r  
p u b l i c l y  as a w o m a n . )

W h i l e  t r y i n g  on d r e s s e s  o n e  e v e n i n g  i n  a l o c a l  d e 
p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  t he  s a l e s g i r l  a s k e d  m e  w h e t h e r  she  c o u l d  
a s s i s t  m e .  I t o l d  her  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  m a n a g e  
m y s e l f ,  but  did ask her  to  b r i n g  i n  e n o u g h  d r e s s e s  to  
try on to  m a k e  a s u i t a b l e  s e l e c t i o n .  Dres s  a f t e r  dres s  
was  h a n d e d  m e .  I mu s t  h a v e  t r i e d  on n e a r l y  12 d r e s s e s  
b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g  on t wo  r a y o n  p r i n t  d a y t i m e  d r e s s e s .  
A c t u a l l y  t he  s a l e s g i r l  g a v e  me  s e v e r a l  c o m p l i m e n t s .
She  t h o u g h t  I had a l o v e l y  f i g u r e  ( 3 6 -  2 8 -  36)  t a l l  (5*
9 ”) s l e n d e r  (140 l b s . ) .  I w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t he  c o m p l i 
m e n t  she  g a v e  my  h a i r  (A n e w l y  s t y l e d  h a i r  p i e c e  p u r 
c h a s e d  f r om New Y o r k ) .  In f a c t  she  p l a i n l y  s a i d  "I 
e n v y  y o u ” . I was  i n  s e v e n t h  h e a v e n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  a n 
o t h e r  w o m a n  w i s h e d  to be  l i k e  m e .



r u f f l e d  i t  a l i t t l e  and was  a s t o n i s h e d  and d e l i g h t e d  to 
s e e  q u i t e  an a t t r a c t i v e  y o u n g  g i r l  l o o k i n g  b a c k  at  h i m .  
He r e t u r n e d  to  t he  d r a we r s  and,  f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  t h o u g h t  
of  t i m e ,  b e g a n  to  c h a n g e  f rom one  s e t  of  g a r m e n t s  to  
a n o t h e r .  He was  as i n  a d e l i g h t f u l  t r a n c e ;  i t  s e e m e d  
as t h o u g h  he  w e r e  m a k i n g  up for l o n g  y e a r s  of  w a i t i n g .  
T h e  c a r p e t  a r ound h i m  was  m a d e  l o v e l y  by t he  v a r i o u s  
d a i n t y  s o f t - c o l o r e d  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  he  had d r a p p e d  , as 
he  c h a n g e d  c o s t u m e s .

S u d d e n l y  h e  was  s t a r t l e d  to h e a r  t he  f ront  door  
o p e n e d .  B e f o r e  he  c o u l d  c o l l e c t  h i m s e l f  hi s  m o t h e r  
e n t e r e d  t he  r o o m .

•'What arj£ y o u  d o i n g ? ” she g a s p e d .  A l l  of  her  l o v e  
l y  g i r l s ’ c l o t h e s  l a y  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e n  she u n d e r s t o o d .  
She  c a m e  t o wa r d s  J.  C.  and put  her  arms  around h i m  
and k i s s e d  h i m .  No l o n g e r  the  w e l l  t r a i n e d  spor t  he  
b r o k e  i n t o  t e a r s  and h u g g e d  h i s  m o t h e r .  "Oh,  Mo m,  
w h a t  h a v e  I m i s s e d  and wh a t  h a v e  y ou m i s s e d ? ” His  
m o t h e r  s t r o k e d  h i s  h a i r .  "You w a n t e d  a g i r l , ” J.  C.  
w e n t  on and now I know t h a t  at  t i m e s  I h a v e  w a n t e d  to 
be o n e .  Dad has  t r i e d  to m a k e  a * h e - b o y *  out  of  me  
and now I am t wo  p e o p l e - - h i s  son and your  d a u g h t e r . ” 
His  m o t h e r  drew h i m  to her  and t h e n  l e d  h i m  to her  
be d . Both s a t  on i t .

T h e y  m a d e  up a l l  the  t i m e  t h a t  had b e e n  l o s t  as 
e a c h  t o l d  t he  o t h e r  of  t h e i r  l o n g i n g s .  F i n a l l y  h i s  mot h  
er  s a i d  "J. C . - S h e l l e y ,  y o u  know y o u  c a n  s t i l l  be  your  
f a t h e r ’s son and k e e p  h i m  proud of  y o u  and s o m e t i m e s  
y o u  c a n  be  my  d a u g h t e r  and k e e p  me  h a p p y ,  ” and t h e y  
b e g a n  to p l a n  j u s t  h o w t h i s  m i g h t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
Lat er  t h e y  l o v i n g l y  put  a w a y  t he  d a i n t y  g a r m e n t s  w h i c h  
had r e m a i n e d  a l l  t he  w h i l e  on the  c a r p e t .  When t h e y  
had put  t he  r o o m  i n order  a g a i n ,  hi s  m o t h e r  s a i d ,  "Now  
I w o n ’ t n e e d  t he  m a n n i k i n  a n y m o r e  and y o u  c a n  we a r  
any  of  her  c l o t h e s  t h a t  y o u  w i s h . ” So f rom t h a t  day  on 
J.  C.  had a r e a l  n a m e ,  at  l e a s t  part  of  the  t i m e ,  and  
i t  w a s - -  S h e l l e y .

* * * ___ * * * ___ * * *
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T h e y  t a l k e d  a w h i l e  and i t  was  s o o n  o b v i o u s  to J.
C.  t h a t  Ma r i a n ,  who  had no b r o t h e r ,  l o n g e d  for o n e -  
not  a spor t s  l o v i n g  t y p e ,  but  one  who  l i k e d  p r e t t y  
t h i n g s .  "How I wi s h  I had b e e n  her  b r o t h e r ,  ” t h o u g h t  
J.  C.  T h e y  w e r e  d e e p  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w h e n  t h e i r  p a r 
e n t s  r e t u r n e d .  T h e y  t o l d  a l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  t r i p  t h e n  
the  w o m e n  s t a r t e d  to  p r e p a r e  s u p p e r .

The  n e x t  day  Ma r i a n  and her  f o l k s  w e r e  to r e t u r n  
h o m e .  Ma r i a n  and J.  C.  p r o m i s e d  to w r i t e  and w h e n  t h e y  
we r e  a l o n e  she  w h i s p e r e d  t h a t  she  w o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  p i c 
t ures  of  h e r s e l f  t a k e n  in her  p r e t t i e s t  t h i n g s  and send  
t h e m  to  h i m .  J.  C.  w i s h e d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  do t he  s a m e ,  
but  of  c o u r s e  had n e v e r  worn p r e t t y  t h i n g s  so r e a l l y  
c o u l d  not  t e l l .  Af t e r  h i s  c o u s i n  and her  p a r e n t s  l e f t ,  
t h i n g s  r e v e r t e d  to t h e i r  n o r m a l  c o u r s e ,  but  s o m e t h i n g  
s e e m e d  d i f f e r e n t .  J.  C.  f ound  h i m s e l f  g o i n g  i n t o  h i s  
m o t h e r ' s  r oom w h e n e v e r  he  was  a l o n e .  He u s u a l l y  s t o o d  
j u s t  i n s i d e  t he  door  and s e e m e d  r o o t e d  to  the  f l o o r .

T h e n  c a m e  t he  day  wh e n  h i s  dad had o c c a s i o n  to  
go to a n e a r b y  t own and h i s  m o t h e r  d r o v e  h i m  to  t he  
d e p o t  and t h e n  p l a n n e d  to do s o m e  s h o p p i n g .  She  w o u l d  
be g o n e  for s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  As s o o n  as h i s  p a r e n t s  had  
d e p a r t e d  J.  C.  had a g r e a t  and u n a c c o u n t a b l e  urge  to  
g o  to hi s  m o t h e r ' s  ro o m a g a i n ,  fje w e n t  up and t h i s  
t i m e  e n t e r e d  i t .  T e n t a t i v e l y  he  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  c l o s e t .  
He s t ood b e f o r e  t he  door  and s u d d e n l y  o p e n e d  i t  and 
s t o o d  r e g a r d i n g  t he  m a n n i k i n .  L i n g e r i n g l y  he  f e l t  t he  
p r e t t y  d r e s s .  His  h e a r t  b e a t  f a s t e r  as he  l i f t e d  t he  
dress  h e m  and t o u c h e d  t he  l a c e  o f  t he  l o v e l y  s l i p .
F e e l i n g  mo r e  d a r i n g  and m o r e  e x c i t e d  he  l i f t e d  b o t h  
and saw t ha t  h i s  m o t h e r  had  a r r a y e d  t he  m a n n i k i n  i n  a 
pai r  of  l o v e l y  f i l m y ,  d a z z l i n g l y  w h i t e  p a n t i e s .  S l o w 
ly he  a l l o w e d  t he  g a r m e n t s  to f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  and t h e n ,  
b e f o r e  he  c o u l d  t h i n k ,  p u l l e d  o p e n e d  the  d r a we r s  and  
f e v e r i s h l y  b e g a n  s e a r c h i n g .  He c h o s e  s o m e  l o v e l y  
t h i n g s  and h u r r i e d l y  and a l m o s t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  d o f f e d  
hi s  own c l o t h e s  and put  on t h e  d a i n t y  p a n t i e s  he  had  
c h o s e n .  T h e n  he  k n e w  wh a t  he  had b e e n  an t i c  ip a t i n g -  
a w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  s u f f u s e d  h i m .  A l m o s t  r e v e r e n t l y  
he put  on a l l  t he  g a r m e n t s  he  had p i c k e d  o u t .  He  
m o v e d  a c r o s s  t he  r o o m to  a l o n g  mi r r or  and,  s e e i n g  
t h a t  h i s  h a i r  was  r a t h e r  l o n g  and s h o w i n g  i t s  w a v e  he

s i s ters  and your m o t h e r ’s t h i ng s  are too big  a n y w a y . ”

46



Ma r i a n  and J.  C.  g o t  a l o n g  w e l l  t o g e t h e r .  He had  
n e v e r  s e e n  any  m o r e  o f  he r  p r e t t y  t h i n g s  e x c e p t  t he  
o u t e r  g a r m e n t s  she  w o r e .  V a g u e l y  he  f e l t  d i s a p p o i n t e d .

One  da y  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  a u n t  and u n c l e  d e c i d e d  to t a k e  
a f a s t  t r i p to v i s i t  a m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t .  T h e y  w o u l d  
be g o n e  a b o u t  t wo  h o u r s .  N e i t h e r  J.  C.  nor Ma r i a n  
w e r e  i n v i t e d  as i t  was  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  not  be mu c h  
i n t e r e s t e d .  When t h e  e l d e r s  l e f t ,  Ma r i a n  was  in her  
r o o m and J.  C.  i n  h i s .  He had  a s u d d e n  wi s h  for a 
dr i nk  and w e n t  to t h e  k i t c h e n  to  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r .
W h i l e  t h e r e  i t  o c c u r r e d  to  h i m  t h a t  Ma r i a n  m i g h t  l i k e  
a r e f r e s h i n g  dr i nk  t o o .  He p o u r e d  one  and c a r r i e d  i t  
u p s t a i r s .  He k n o c k e d  on t h e  d o o r .  T h e  door  o p e n e d  
and b e f o r e  h i m  s t o o d  Ma r i a n  in a s w e e t  w h i t e  k i m o n o  
and p r e t t y  f l u f f y  s l i p p e r s .  I n s t a n t l y ,  and t h i s j .  C.  
c o u l d  no t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  he  f e l t  as t h o u g h  he  w e r e  in M a r 
i a n ’ s p l a c e ,  but  q u i c k l y ,  he  was  h i m s e l f  a g a i n .  T h e  
f e e l i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  had b e e n  bo t h  a s t o n i s h i n g  and s t r a n 
g e l y  d e l i g h t f u l .  T h e r e  had not  b e e n  any  t h o u g h t  of  
s por t s ;  o n l y  t h e  f e e l i n g  of  w h a t  the  g i r l i s h  g a r m e n t s  
m i g h t  f e e l  l i k e .

T h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  h i m s e l f  and o f f e r e d  t he  g l a s s  to  
M a r i a n  w h o  had b e e n  r e g a r d i n g  h i m  c u r i o u s l y .  T h e n  
she  a s t o n i s h e d  h i m  by s a y i n g ,  ”J.  C.  (I d o n ' t  l i k e  t hos e  
i n i t i a l s ) ,  I s u d d e n l y  f e l t  t h a t  i n  s o m e  way y o u  f e l t  
y o u  w e r e  m e .  I a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  l i k e d  g i r l s ’ 
c l o t h i n g ."

” Oh n o ! ” was  h i s  f i r s t  r e p l y ,  but  t h e n  t he  r e a l i s t  
i n  h i m  m a d e  h i m  s a y ,  " Ye s  p e r h a p s  I r e a l l y  d i d . "  As 
he  s a i d  t h e s e  words  h i s  m o t h e r  c a m e  to h i s  m i n d  and 
he  b e g a n  to  t e l l  Ma r i a n  a b o u t  t he  m a n n i k i n .

" Wa i t ,  " s a i d  M a r i a n ,  "Le t ' s  go  to  the  l i v i n g  r o o m  
and t a l k . "  She  t u r n e d  a l i t t l e  as she  s a i d  t h i s  and t he  
s wi s h  o p e n e d  t h e  k i m o n o  t o  r e v e a l  d a i n t y  l a c y  b r i e f s  
b e f o r e  t h e  g o w n  f e l l  i n  p l a c e  a g a i n .

T h i s  t i m e  J.  C.  f e l t  r e a l l y  e n v i o u s  of  h i s  c o u s i n  
and as t h e y  w a l k e d  d o wn  t h e  s t a i r s  he  s a i d ,  "Yes  Mar  
i a n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t o  m e  now I m u s t  a l w a y s  h a v e  w a n t e d  
t o  f e e l  t he  t o u c h  of  g i r l s '  c l o t h e s  but  I n e v e r  h a v e .

How c o u l d  y o u ? "  a s k e d  M a r i a n ,  "You h a v e  no



T h e  n u m b e r  of  s h o p p i n g  t r i ps ,  b e a u t y  p a r l o r  m a n 
i c u r e s  and s l e e p i n g  o v e r n i g h t  at  t he  Y . W . C . A .  w e r e  
m a n y .  So n u m e r o u s  t h a t  I w i l l  h a v e  to  w r i t e  a b o u t  
t he m at  a n o t h e r  t i m e .

I do wa n t  to w r i t e  a b o u t  my  a r r e s t  i n  Fe b r u a r y  
19 5 6 .  Wh i l e  t o u c h i n g  up my  m a k e u p  in a l o c a l  d e 
p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  one  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  s e v e r a l  y o u n g  
g i r l s  wh o s e  a g e s  r a n g e d  f r om 8 to  13 w a l k e d  b y .  I 
saw t h e m  i n t he  mi r r o r .  T h e y  l o o k e d  at  m e ,  w h i s p e r e d  
t o  e a c h  o t her  " I t ’s a m a n ” . T h i s  s h o c k e d  m e !  N e v e r  
b e f o r e  was  my  i d e n t i t y  e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d .  T h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e s e  g i r l s  w o u l d  j u s t  f o r g e t  a b o u t  i t  I p o l i t e l y  
w a l k e d  a w a y ,  m i n d i n g  my  own b u s i n e s s  and c o n s i d e r 
i n g  m y s e l f  f o r t u n a t e .  Af t e r  s t o p p i n g  at  s e v e r a l  c o u n 
t ers  on my way  out  of  t he  s t or e  I g o t  i n t o  my  c a r  and  
h e a d e d  for h o m e .

T h e  n e x t  e v e n i n g  I w e n t  d o w n t o w n  for a s t r o l l .  I 
w e n t  i n t o  t he  l o b b y  of  one  of  t he  l a r g e r  h o t e l s .  A f t e r  
w i n d o w  s h o p p i n g  t he  l o b b y  s hops  I was  c o n f r o n t e d  by 
t wo  p l a i n  c l o t h e s  v i c e  s quad d e t e c t i v e s  who  s a i d  t h e y  
kne w who I was  and a r r e s t e d  m e .

Th e  f a c t s  l e a d i n g  up to  t he  a r r e s t  as t o l d  to  me  
by t he  d e t e c t i v e  b u r e a u  w e r e  t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  t h a t  saw  
me  i n  t he  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  t he  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  f o l l o w 
ed me  to  my car  and r e p o r t e d  my l i c e n s e  n u m b e r  and  
d e s c r i p t i o n  to t he  p o l i c e .  An a l e r t  was  c a l l e d  at  a l l  
of  t he  h o t e l s  to  be on t he  l o o k o u t  for m e .

I am s t i l l  c o n f u s e d  as to  how t h e s e  y o u n g  g i r l s  
c a m e  t o  t he  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I was  a m a l e .  I had  no  
g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  of  w e a r i n g  f e m a l e  a t t i r e .  I t h o u g h t  my  
m a n n e r i s m s  we r e  f e m i n i n e  and i n  g o o d  t a s t e .  H o w e v e r  
t h e y  p r o b a b l y  n o t i c e d  my  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  out  
of  p r o p o r t i o n .  Large  h a n d s  and f e e t .  One of  t h e  d e 
t e c t i v e s  s a i d  t h a t  i f  i t  we r e  no t  for my l a r g e  h a n d s  
and f e e t  I w o u l d  n e v e r  be  d o u b t e d  as b e i n g  a n y t h i n g  
but  a w o m a n .

T h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  a r r e s t  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t he  f u n - m a k i n g  t he  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a d e  of  me  
we r e  a g g r a v a t i n g  ajid u n f a i r .  H o w e v e r ,  t he  j u d g e  was  
v e r y  c o n s i d e r a t e  to* my c a s e .  He s a i d  t h a t  he  w o u l d
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no t  f i n e  me  s i n c e  t h i s  was  my  f i r s t  o f f e n s e  but  i n s i s 
t e d  I be  put  on p r o b a t i o n  for one  y e a r .

May  I c a u t i o n  a l l  o f  y o u  g i r l s  t h a t  go  o u t d o o r s  to 
b e w a r e  of  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  ( b o y s  or g i r l s )  a g e s  r a n g i n g  
f r o m 8 to  1 2 .  T h e y  h a v e  v e r y  k e e n  p o we r s  of  o b s e r 
v a t i o n .................

S i n c e r e l y ,
C e c i l i a  K a p l a n

De a r  J o y c e  and V i r g i n i a :

May I say  t h a n k  y o u  for y o ur  n o t e  and your  e f f or t s .  
T h e  f o r m e r  was  s w e e t  and t he  l a t t e r  m a g n i f i c e n t .

I h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  y o u  s p i r i t u a l l y  for y e a r s  and me n
t a l l y  now for t h r e e  d a y s  and h o p e  t h a t  I m a y  be of  
s e r v i c e  i n  t he  l i f e t i m e  a h e a d .

Your  e n d e a v o r s  are  h e a r t  w a r m i n g  and a s i m p l e  
t h a n k  y o u  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  g r a t i t u d e  for your  u n s e l f i s h  
d e v o t i o n  to t he  m a n y  wh o  h a v e  n e e d e d  y o u  for so l o n g .

In 1 957  I m a d e  an a t t e m p t  to a c h i e v e  the  g o a l  
w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n d e r t a k e n .  I l a c k e d  not  j 
i n  f a i t h  and c o m p a s s i o n  but  i n  c o u r a g e  and I o n l y  h o p e  
t h a t  t h o s e  t o  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
p e a c e  of  m i n d  and h e a r t  do f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t he  new  
l i f e  y o u  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e m  by e x p o s i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  to  the  
h a z z a r d s  of  t h e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c .

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  m o s t  b a s i c a l l y  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i s a 
t i o n s  d e p e n d s  a l m o s t  w h o l l y  for i t s  v e r y  e x i s t a n c e  upon 
t he  f i n a n c i a l  g e n e r o s i t y  of  i t s  m e m b e r s .  I h o p e  t h a t  
e v e r y o n e  wh o  has  r e a c h e d  out  for your  hand and your  
h e a r t  w i l l  r e a c h  out  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  wi t h  a 
c h e c k ,  be  i t  l a r g e  or s m a l l ,  so t h a t  the  l i g h t  of  our 
k i n d  w i l l  burn for a l l  e t e r n i t y  and g i v e  our " s i s t e r s "  
r e f u g e  f r om t he  s t o r m

D e e p l y  and S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l .

NOTE:  T h i s  i s  a p l u g  for t he  F o u n d a t i o n  no t  C h e v .  Pubs
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D e a r  V i r g i n i a :

Just  a q u i c k  l i n e  to  l e t  y o u  kn o w w h a t  T r a n s v e s t -  
t i a  has  d o n e  for m e .

A c o u p l e  s hor t  m o n t h s  a g o  L u c i e n n e  d i s c o v e r e d  
T r a n s v e s t i a  i n  a T i m e s  S q u a r e  M a g a z i n e  S t o r e .  U n t i l  
t h a t  t i m e  she had n e v e r  k n o w n  a s i n g l e  o t h e r  TV or 
had e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of  t h e i r  c o m p a n y .  Thru  
t he  m a g a z i n e  S u s a n n a  and M a r i e  w e r e  m e t  and w h i l e  
v i s i t i n g  t h e i r  h o m e  F e l i c i t y  and Lucy  b e c a m e  f r i e n d s .  
L i k e w i s e  on a v i s i t  to  H e l e n  L a n c a s t e r ’ s V i c k i  r e a l l y  
i m p r e s s e d  L u c i e n n e  wi t h  h e r  v e r y  wa r m f r i e n d l y  n e s s .
Both V i c k i  and S u s a n n a  i n v i t e d  he r  to c o m e  to a TV 
p a r t y  w h i c h  was  b e i n g  g i v e n  at  a N i g h t  Cl ub  i n  B r o o k 
l y n .  L u c i e n n e  was  t orn b e t w e e n  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  an 
e v e n i n g  out  w i t h  t h e  g i r l s  and f e a r  of  t r o u b l e .  T a l k s  
wi t h  V i c k i  and S u s a n n a  h e l p e d  d i s p e l l  t h e  f e a r s ,  but  
t he  c i n c h e r  was  t he  c o n f i d e n c e  o b t a i n e d  as she  saw h e r 
s e l f  i n  a b e a u t i f u l  e l e c t r i c  b l u e  d i n n e r  dres s  H e l e n  had  
m a d e  and t he  gorgeous w i g  j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m M a r i e .
As she  saw h e r s e l f  i n  t he  mi r r o r  s h e k n e w  L u c i e n n e  was  a 
l i t t l e  p l u m p ,  but  a r e a l l y  p a s s a b l e  l a d y .  On t h e  e v e n t 
f u l  e v e n i n g  she m a d e  her  f i r s t  p u b l i c  e n t r a n c e  t o  t he  
p r e s e n c e  of  o t h e r  T V ' s  at  S u s a n n a ’s h o u s e  and d r o v e  a 
group to  t he  p a r t y .  It was  a t h r i l l  a m i n u t e  a l l  n i g h t .  
Can y o u  i m a g i n e  a d o z e n  T V ' s  a l l  s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  e x 
c h a n g i n g  g i r l i s h  p l e a s a n t r i e s  and e x p e r i e n c e s .  L u c i e n n e  
t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  t he  e v e n i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  t he  w o n d e r 
f u l  c o m m e n t s  on her  f e m i n i n i t y  and o u t f i t .  A p r o f e s 
s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r ,  an a c t r e s s  and l a d y  s i n g e r  
a l l  p a i d  her  c o m p l i m e n t s .  W h i l e  she  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m a n y  
i m p e r f e c t i o n s  e x i s t e d ,  t h e i r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a d d e d  to  
her  m u c h  n e e d e d  c o n f i d e n c e  and p l e a s u r e .

Ab o u t  a m o n t h  l a t e r  w h i l e  on a b u s i n e s s  t r i p  to  
C a n a d a ,  L u c i e n n e  f o u n d  she  was  r e t u r n i n g  s o o n e r  t h a n  
p r e v i o u s l y  p l a n n e d  so t h e  w e e k e n d  w o u l d  be  f r e e .  T h a t  
n i g h t  as she  sat  i n  her  h o t e l  r o o m  l o u n g i n g  i n  a n e w  
pi n k  ba b y  d o l l  n i g h t i e  a d e c i s i o n  was  r e a c h e d  and a
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q u i c k  p h o n e  c a l l  m a d e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  at  C h e v a l i e r  D ’Eon 
for  t he  w e e k e n d .

A f t e r  f l y i n g  i n t o  Ne w York  C i t y  e a r l y  Fr i da y  e v e n 
i n g  L u c i e n n e  d r o v e  to S u s a n n a ’s and M a r i e ’s h o u s e  w h e r e  
t h e y  s o o n  d e p a r t e d  for c a m p .  A l l  t he  wa y  to D ’Eon she  
w o r r i e d  a b o u t  he r  i n a d e q u a t e  w a r d r o b e  and j u s t  how to  
a c t  i n  c a m p .  T h e y  a l l  w e n t  t o  bed upon a r r i v a l  and in  
t h e  m o r n i n g  L u c i e n n e  was  s e c u r e l y  l o c k e d  i n  a s u i t c a s e  
as her  shy t w i n  b r o t h e r  w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s  for b r e a k f a s t  
and M a r i e  i n  her  w o n d e r f u l l y  war m d i r e c t  f r i e n d l y  m a n 
ner s m i l e d  and s a i d ,  " L u c i e n n e  why  a r e n ’t y o u  d r e s s e d ? "  
She  j u s t  g u l p e d  and h a l f  m u m b l e d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  w a n t 
i n g  to be  sure  i t  was  a l r i g h t  and was  d r e s s i n g  a f t e r  
b r e a k f a s t .

O n c e  t h e  m e a l  was  o v e r  L u c i e n n e  c h a n g e d  p l a c e s  
w i t h  her  b r o t h e r  for t he  r e s t  of  t he  s t a y .

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  mu s t  be  in a l l  T V ’s m i n d s  who  
h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  c a m p  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  m u s t  be ,  "what  
di d y o u  do?" How did y o u  f e e l ?  C o u l d  y o u  r e l a x ?

W e l l ,  m o s t l y  y o u  are  j u s t  your  f e m m e s e l f .  T h e  
c l o t h e s  v a r y  and w h a t e v e r  y o u  h a v e  is a l r i g h t .  You do 
a n y t h i n g  y o u  w a n t  as t h e r e  i s  no pkanne d  a c t i v i t y .  
L u c i e n n e  j u s t  r e l a x e d  and e n j o y e d  c h a t t i n g  a b o u t  TV 
e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t he  o t h e r  g i r l s .  T h e r e  w e r e  t wo  T V ’s 
w i v e s  and a n o t h e r  w o m a n  p r e s e n t .  Th e  w o m a n  a f o r me r  
a c t r e s s  and p r e s e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  as a b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e  
had b e e n  ar o und  T V ’s b e f o r e  and e n j o y e d  t h e i r  c o m p a n y .  
She  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  hours  h e l p i n g  T V ’s p e r f e c t  
t h e i r  f e m i n i n e  s e l v e s  w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n s  and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
of  a l l  sort s  of  n o r m a l  w o m a n l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  She  o f 
f e r e d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  wh e n  a s k e d  for  i t  and t o o k  
m a n y  m o v i e s  and s n a p s h o t s  for T V ’ s wi t h  t h e i r  cw n c a m 
e r a s .

S u s a n n a  and F r a n c e s  put  on a p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  
i m p e r s o n a t i o n  s how at  t he  c a m p ’s a u d i t o r i u m  w h i c h  was  
o p e n  to  t he  p u b l i c ,  t h e  T V ’ s, t h e i r  w i v e s  and f r i e n d s  
s a t  t o g e t h e r  and e n j o y e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  No one  s t a r e d  or 
s e e m e d  t o  pa y  any  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e m ,  so again;  
i t  was  j u s t  e n j o y a b l e  r e l a x a t i o n .  Jo a n ,  l i k e  L u c i e n n e ,  
was  on her  f i r s t  c a m p  v i s i t .  She  had her  w i f e  a l o n g  and
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her n a m e  was  D o r o t h y .  S he  was  a v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  and  
c h a r m i n g  w o m a n ,  but  as y o u  w i v e s  r e a d i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
can i m a g i n e ,  s he  was  r e a l l y  " s h o o k " .  S h e  had  e x p e c t e d  
the wo r s t  p o s s i b l e  on t h i s  v i s i t  and was  v i s i b l y  u n d e r  a 
t e r r i f i c  s t r a i n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y .  She  was  f i g h t i n g  d e s p e r 
a t e l y  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a TV h u s b a n d a b o u t  w h o s e  f e m i n i n e  
nat ur e  she  had  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  l e a r n e d .  T h e  l a s t  t h i n g  
L u c i e n n e ' s  b r o t h e r  d i d at  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w e e k e n d  was  
to h a v e  a c h a t  w i t h  h e r  and f o u n d  t h e  v i s i t  m o s t  c e r 
t a i n l y  d i d n * t  c h a n g e  t h e  f a c t  h e r  h u s b a n d  was  a TV and  
t h i s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  a p r o b l e m ,  but  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l p e d  
her  to  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  h i m .  She  had  t a l k e d  to  t h e  
four T V ’s p r e s e n t  and f o u n d  a l l  t o  be  m a r r i e d ,  p r o f e s 
s i o n a l  m e n  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r  and s u c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  
m a l e  l i f e .  T h e y  w e r e  s a n e ,  a l i t t l e  on t h e  q u i e t  r e s e r 
ve d  s i d e  and b e c a m e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  as t h e i r  
f e m i n i n e  s e l v e s .  As i t  h a p p e n e d  a l l  f our  w e r e  m e n  
w h o s e  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  
wo r k .  T h e  f o r m e r  a c t r e s s  had m a d e  one  v e r y  a p p r o p r i 
a t e  r e m a r k  t o  he r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s .  She  s a i d ,  
" Do r o t h y  y o u ,  s h o u l d  c o u n t  y o u r  b l e s s i n g s .  You h a v e  a 
v e r y  d e v o t e d  h u s b a n d  w h o  l o v e s  y o u  and i s  v e r y  f a i t h f u l .
I h a v e  n o t h i n g .  I d i  / o r c e d  my  h u s b a n d  14 y e a r s  a g o ,  
b e c a u s e  he  was  no  g o o d .  I was  l e f t  w i t h  a d a u g h t e r  t o  
r a i s e  on my  o w n .  I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  t h i s ,  y o u  d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  
l u c k y  y o u  are  t o  h a v e  a g o o d  h u s b a n d .  I h a v e  n o - o n e " .

D o r o t h y  was  v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  at  t h e  e a s y  
r e l a x e d  a t m o s p h e r e  a t  c a m p  as t h e r e  was  a b s o l u t e l y  
n o t h i n g  to  c a u s e  worry  or e x c i t e m e n t ,  and i n  a c t u a l i t y  
e v e r y  TV p r e s e n t  w e n t  out  o f  h e r  w a y  t o  m a k e  h e r  f e e l  
c o m f o r t a b l e .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  da y  s he  was  l a u g h i n g  
at  t h e  f u n n y  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o l d  by T V ’ s and h e r  own m i s 
f o r t u n e  of  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  She  had  a c c i d e n t l y  l o c k e d  
h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  b a t h r o o m  and c o u l d n ’ t g e t  t h e  l a t c h  to  
work f rom t h e  i n s i d e .  L u c i e n n e  w i t h  a w e l l  p a d d e d  
f e m i n i n e  f i g u r e  c l a d  i n  a b e a u t i f u l  n i g h t g o w n  had  
o p e n e d  t h e  door  and ha d  d a s h e d  w i l d l y  a w a y  a f t e r  r e 
l e a s i n g  t h e  l a t c h ,  w i t h  "hi s" b a l d  p a t e  r e f l e c t i n g  t he  
l i g h t  as she  s l i p p e d  o ut  o f  s i g h t  d o w n  t h e  h a l l .  D o r o t h y  
had f a i l e d  to r e c o g n i z e  h e r  w i t h o u t  h e r  w i g .

T h e  m a i n  h o u s e  at  t h e  c a m p  i s  v e r y  l a r g e  and e v e r y 
one  has  a p r i v a t e  r o o m .  T h e r e  was  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  
or no o c c a s i o n  t o  e m b a r r a s s  a n y o n e  e i t h e r  TV or w i f e .
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It was  r e a l l y  a f a m i l y  a t m o s p h e r e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  p e r 
f e c t l y  at  h o m e  f r e e  t o  be  t h e m s e l v e s .  When S u n d a y  
n i g h t  c a m e  and L u c i e n n e  had to  s w i t c h  p l a c e s  wi t h  her  
b r o t h e r  a g a i n ,  i t  was  hard to  par t  w i t h  s uc h  p l e a s a n t  
c o m p a n y .  She  has  e n j o y e d  m a n y  h a p p y  hours  s i n c e  
j u s t  r e l i v i n g  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  m e m o r i e s  of  t h a t  w e e k e n d  
and m o s t  a s s u r e d l y  i s  r e t u r n i n g  s o o n  for a n o t h e r  v i s i t .  
Who k n o ws  i t  m a y  be  she  w i l l  m e e t  y o u  t h e r e  and b e 
c o m e  your  f r i e n d  t o o .

Bes t  r e g a r d s ,

L u c i e n n e  3 0 - L - 2 F P E

D e a r  V i r g i n i a :

Found t h e s e  p h o t o s  o f  a v e r y  l o s t  y o u n g  l a d y ,  in  
c a s e  y o u  m i g h t  be  a b l e  to  use  one  of  t h e m  in t h e  u p 
c o m i n g  p h o t o g r a p h i c  i s s u e .

T h e  poor  g i r l  i s  r e a l l y  w i t h o u t  any f r i e n d s ,  h o m e ,  
l o v e d  o n e s ,  wha  t - h a  v e - y  ou . I ’d g e t  rid of  h e r  i f  I 
c o u l d ,  but  she  h a u n t s  m e  l i k e  a w r a i t h .  You m i g h t  
say  s h e ’s a t t a c h e d  to m e .

But i t  i s n ’t e a s y  for m e .  When s h e ’s ar o u n d  she  
c o s t s  m e  n o t h i n g  but  m o n e y ,  and she c o n s t a n t l y  b o t h 
ers  m e  to  buy  her  p r e t t y  t h i n g s .  S h e ' s  u n t i d y ,  c o m 
p a r e d  to  my  w i f e ,  and I h a v e  to p i c k  up a f t e r  her  
w h e n e v e r  she  g e t s  d r e s s e d  up to go a n y w h e r e .  S h e ’s 
f o r e v e r  r i p p i n g  n y l o n s ,  and t h e y  d o n ' t  grow on t r e e s ,  
y o u  k n o w .  And I d o n ’ t t h i n k  she has  a h o m e ,  b e c a u s e  
she  a l w a y s  wa n t s  t o  s t a y  at  our h o u s e .  My w i f e  h a t e s  
h e r ,  and I c a n ' t  i n v i t e  her  to s t ay  w h e n  t he  b e t t e r  
h a l f  i s  a r o u n d .  N o n e  o f  my f r i e n d s  h a v e  m e t  he r ,  b e 
c a u s e  she  t a k e s  c a r e f u l  p a i n s  not  to  show up u n l e s s  
n o n e  of  t h e m  are  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y .

T h e  n e i g h b o r s  h a v e  s e e n  her ,  but  I ' m sure  t h e y  
d o n ’ t kn o w wh o  s he  i s .  T h e y  s u s p e c t ,  I p r e s u m e ,  t h a t  
s h e ’s j u s t  a g i r l  wh o  b o r r o w e d  my car  o n c e  or t w i c e  
t o  go  d r i v i n g .  S he  d o e s n ' t  d r i v e  t e r r i b l y  w e l l ,  by t he  
w a y .  Ge t s  i n  h e a v y  t r a f f i c  and n e r v o u s l y  s n e a k s  a 
l o o k  i n  t h e  c a r  mi r r o r  e v e r y  o t he r  s e c o n d  to  s e e  i f  she  
l o o k s  a l l  r i g h t .  Wha t  k i nd  of  a w o m a n  d r i v e r  c o u l d
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s h e  b e ,  e x c e p t  a bad o n e ?

I t h i n k  she has  r a t h e r  n i c e  l e g s ,  a l t h o u g h  s he  
d o e s n ’t t a k e  ve r y  g o o d  c a r e  of  t h e m ,  and she  t a k e s  
p r i d e  i n  her  f i g u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  I know s he  l a c e s  h e r s e l f  
t o  a p o i n t  of  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .  When I f i r s t  k n e w  h e r  
she  p a i n t e d  her  f a c e  l i k e  a d e m i m o n d a i n e ,  but  s h e ’s 
g r o w n  mor e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  of  r e c e n t  m o n t h s .  I t h i n k  i t  
was  t he  s a l u t a r y  i n f l u e n c e  of  m e e t i n g  t wo  r e a l  l a d i e s ,  
y o u r s e l f  and G a i l ,  f r om Ne w Yo r k .

But I d o n ’ t know w h a t  t o  do w i t h  h e r ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
r e a l l y  I d o n ’t .  I t ’ s e n o u g h  to m a k e  a ma n  l o s e  f a i t h  
i n  h i m s e l f .  S h e ’ s m u c h h a p p i e r  g a z i n g  i n t o  a mi r r o r  
at  her  own m a d e - u p  f a c e  t han  she  is  l o o k i n g  at  my  
s t urdy m a s c u l i n e  o n e .  I mu s t  a d m i t ,  I l o v e  t o  l o o k  at  
her  f a c e  t o o ,  but  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  r a t h e r  o n e - s i d e d  a f f a i r .  
M a y b e  w e ’re j u s t  no t  d e s t i n e d  for e a c h  o t h e r .  Jus t  as 
w e l l .  I ' m i n  l o v e  w i t h  my  w i f e .

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y  

L i n d a ’s Love r

De ar  V i r g i n i a :

You h a v e  a s k e d  for my  s t ory  so,  for w h a t  i t  m a y  
be ,  h e r e  i t  i s .  You  h a v e  my  p e r m i s s i o n  to us e  i t ,  or 
any par t  of  i t ,  as y o u  s e e  f i t  i f  y o u  use  o n l y  my  f ern-  
n a m e ,  M a r i e .

I am a m a l e ,  38 y e a r s  o l d ,  5 ' 2 "  t a l l  i n  my  s t o c k 
i n g  f e e t ,  and w e i g h  106 p o u n d s .  I am a l s o  a f e m m e -  
p e r s o n a t o r .

I am t he  o n l y  m a l e  c h i l d  born t o  my  p a r e n t s  and  
h a v e  t wo  s i s t e r s .  One  was  t w o  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  m y 
s e l f  and she  d i e d  w h e n  she  was  17 y e a r s  o l d o f  c e l e b r a l  
h e m o r r a g e .  T h e  o t h e r  s i s t e r  i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  
t h a n  I.

My c h i l d h o o d  was  q u i t e  n o r m a l  and I e n j o y e d  a l l  
of  t he  u s u a l  g a m e s  and s por t s  t h a t  a l l  y o u n g  b o y s  do,  
s uc h  as c o w b o y  and i n d i a n s ,  t r e e  c l i m b i n g ,  h u t - b u i l d 
i n g ,  s w i m m i n g  i n , t h e  o l d  s w i m m i n g  h o l e ,  c a m p i n g  o ut ,
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s a n d  l o t  b a s e b a l l  an d  f o o t b a l l .

I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  p u n i s h e d  by b e i n g  m a d e  to wear  
g i r l s  c l o t h e s ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  I e v e r  r e c a l l  h a v i n g  worn  
t h e m  i n  m a k e - b e l i e v e  p l a y  or for a c o s t u m e  par t y  
ssuich as H a l l o w e e n .  ( T h a t  i s  any H a l l o w e e n  par t y  
pr i or  to 1 9 5 2 ) .

I s p e n t  3 1 / 2  y e a r s  i n  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Ar my ,  a l 
m o s t  2 of  t h e s e  w e r e  o v e r s e a s  i n  t h e  Ne w G u i n e a  area  
and I p r o g r e s s e d  to  a T e c h .  S a r g e n t  ( o n e  g r a d e  b e l o w  
a Ma s t e r )  so f e e l  t h a t  I was  m a s c u l i n e  e n o u g h  for a n y 
b o d y .  W e l l  t h a t  s ums  up my  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  T r a n s 
v e s t i s m  pr i o r  t o  1 9 5 2 . . . N o n e .

I
T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  F . P .  for m e  b e g a n  on H a l l o w e e n  

of  t he  y e a r  m e n t i o n e d .  My w i f e ,  V i v i a n ,  m y s e l f  and 
a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  had  d e c i d e d  t h a t  we  w o u l d  t a k e  our 
son and t h e i r  son out  for t r i c k  or t r e a t i n g  and we  
w o u l d  a l l  g o  out  i n  c o s t u m e .  Why i n t he  wo r l d  I e v e r  
c h o s e  t o  dres s  as a w o m a n  h e a v e n  o n l y  knows  but  t h a t  
was  w h a t  I w a n t e d .  My w i f e  t h o u g h t  n o t h i n g  wr o ng  
w i t h  my  d e c i s i o n ,  but  c o u l d n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  why I c o u l d  
n o t  at  l e a s t  w e a r  my  own u n d e r c l o t h i n g .  " Af t e r  a l l  
no o n e  w i l l  s e e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  on unde r  y o ur  d r e s s " .
I was  i n s i s t a n t  h o w e v e r  and so she  g a v e  me  a pa i r  of  
h e r  p a n t i e s ,  a bra ,  g a r t e r  b e l t ,  n y l o n s ,  s l i p  and a 
dres s  to  w e a r  for t he  e v e n i n g .  I had  p u r c h a s e d  a pai r  
of  c h e a p  s h o e s  w i t h  3" h e e l s  ( b l a c k )  and a c h e a p  
b l a c k  g i r l s  H a l l o w e e n  w i g  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  da y  and t h i s  
c o m p l e t e d  my  w a r d r o b e  for my f i r s t  FP e x p e r i e n c e .

I put  on a l l  o f  t h e  m e n t i o n e d  c l o t h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a p a i r  o f  b u t t o n  e a r r i n g s ,  b r a c e l e t ,  n e c k l a c e  and m a k e ;  
up.  I d o n ’ t r e m e m b e r  t he  dres s  I had on,  no t  e v e n  i t s  
c o l o r .  I d o n ’ t r e c a l l  t he  o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  v e r y  
c l e a r l y ,  but  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I f e l t  w o n d e r f u l l y  f e m i n 
i n e .  It was  a p l e a s a n t  and l u x u r i o u s  f e e l i n g .  I a l s o  
f e l t  a l i t t l e  g u i l t y  a t  b e i n g  d r e s s e d  as a w o m a n  so I 
k e p t  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  to m y s e l f .  (A m i s t a k e  I 
c a n  t e l l  y o u  n o w ) .

When I c a m e  out  of  t he  b e d r o o m ,  c o m p l e t l y  d r e s 
s e d ,  I was  g r e e t e d  by B i l l  & S a l l y ,  t he  c o u p l e  t h a t
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were  to a c c o m p a n y  us for t h i s  e v e n i n g .  T h e  odd t h i n g  
is t h a t  I c a n ’t r e c a l l  t h e i r  c o s t u m e  or a n y o n e s  c o s t u m e  
e x c e p t  my o wn .  T h e y  s e e m e d  n o t  t o  n o t i c e  my  dres s  
as a n y t h i n g  but  a c o s t u m e  for H a l l o w e e n .  No d e r o g a 
tory r e m a r k e s  we r e  m a d e  and t h e y  t r e a t e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  
s a m e  f r i e n d l y n e s s  as a l w a y s .  My w i f e  c o u l d 1 n o t  h a v e  
t r e a t e d  me  b e t t e r .  She  t o l d  me  w h e n  I was  t a k i n g  t o o  
l o n g  of  s t e p s ,  w h e n  I was  s w i n g i n g  my  arms  t o o  m u c h  
she  c a u t i o n e d  m e ,  and was c o n s t a n t l y  t e l l i n g  m e  no t  
to s l o u c h  but  to s t and  up s t r a i g h t .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  w i t h  her  
a i d ,  I b e l i e v e  I a c t e d  q u i t e  f e m i n i n e .

B i l l  d r o v e  us f i r s t  to my  p a r e n t s  h o m e  and we  a l l  
w a l k e d  to t he  d o o r .  My m o t h e r  a n s w e r e d  our k n o c k ,  
but  she  d i d n ’t at  f i r s t  r e c o g n i s e  m e .  She  t h o u g h t  I 
was s o m e  g i r l f r i e n d  of  V i v i a n ’s.  A f t e r  a b o u t  2 m i n 
ut e s  V i v i a n  a s k e d ,  " D o n ’ t y o u  r e a l l y  k n o w who  t h i s  i s ? "  
and t h e n  m o t h e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t he  g i r l f r i e n d  she  saw  
was i n  f a c t  her  s o n .  Both my f a t h e r  and m o t h e r  t h o u g h t  
I l o o k e d  a l r i g h t  d r e s s e d  as a w o m a n  for H a l l o w e e n  and  
not  m u c h  mo r e  was  s a i d  o f  my m a s q u a r a d e .  T h e  s a m e  
was r e p e a t e d  at  my  w i f e s  p a r e n t s  h o m e  and a l s o  at  t h e  
h o m e s  o f  a f e w c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  T h i s  o u t i n g  was  s u p p o s e d  
to be for t he  e n j o y m e n t  of  our y o u r  s ons ,  but  I m u s t  
a d m i t  t h a t  I e n j o y e d  i t  m o s t  of  a l l .  T h e  t a u t l y  g a r -  
t ed s t o c k i n g s ,  t he  s l i g h t  p u l l  o f  my  bra,  t h e  ne w f e e l 
i n g  o f  h e i g h t  in my h i g h  h e e l s  and t he  l i g h t n e s s  o f  my  
dress  was  g i v i n g  m e  a v e r y  f e m i n i n e  f e e l i n g .

Our l a s t  s t op was  at  a f r i e n d s  h o m e  t h a t  my w i f e  
and I had k n o wn  for y e a r s .  N e i t h e r  of  t h e m  r e c o g n i z 
ed me  and w o u l d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I was  n o t  a r e a l  g i r l .
I m y s e l f  t o l d  t h e m  who  I was  and t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  
wo u l d  sur l y  know my v o i c e ,  but  to t h e m  I t a l k e d  and  
a c t e d  to  m u c h  l i k e  a g i r l  and t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  i t  
o t h e r w i s e .  Th i s  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d  and we l e f t ,  n e v e r  
c o n v i n c i n g  t h e m  o f  who  I r e a l l y  w a s .

From h e r e  we  w e n t  h o m e  and t h i s  i s  w h e r e  my  
m e m o r y  f a i l s  me  b e c a u s e  I do n o t  r e m e m b e r  i f  I c h a n g 
ed b a c k  to. my m a l e  c l o t h e s  or r e m a i n e d  i n  my  dres s  
for t he  re s t  of  t he  e v e n i n g .  On t h i s  p o i n t  my m i n d  i s  
a c o m p l e t e  b l a n k .  Ev e n  t h o u g h  I r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  m y 
s e l f  I n e v e r  a g a i n  g a v e  m o r e  t h a n  a p a s s i n g  t h o u g h t  to 
t h i s  n i g h t  o f  f e m m e - p e r s o n a t i n g ,  and i t  was  n e a r l y
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T h a n k s  for l i s t e n i n g ,

Ma r i e  1 4 - K - 2 F P E

D e a r  V i r g i n i a :

T h a n k  y o u  for a c c e p t i n g  m e  i n t o  t he  " f a m i l y " .
It g a v e  m e  a t h r i l l  t o  s e e  my  r i g h t  n a m e ,  A r l e n e ,  
us e d  i n  y o ur  f e m m e - n o t e .  I us ed  to  try to g e t  my  
w i f e  to  c a l l  m e  A r l e n e ,  but  she  w o u l d n ’t .

So o n  a f t e r  we  m a r r i e d  I b e g a n  w e a r i n g  my  w i f e ' s  
c l o t h e s  and she  e v e n  e n c o u r a g e d  m e .  She  w o u l d  say ,  
" L e t ' s  go  show B e t t y " ,  our n e i c e ,  and n a t u r a l l y  I 
d i d n ' t  o b j e c t ,  i n  f a c t  I was  t h r i l l e d  t o  d e a t h .  It did  
n o t  t a k e  m a n y ,  " Le t ' s  go  show B e t t y ’s" u n t i l  we  w e r e  
t h r e e  h a p p y  g i r l s  t o g e t h e r  and i t  s e e m s  to  me  as I 
l o o k  b a c k  t h a t  i t  was  a l m o s t  e v e r y d a y .  I t ' s  t o o  bad  
i t  c o u l d n ’ t l a s t  but  my s i s t e r  i n  l a w s  h u s b a n d  c a m e  
h o m e  f rom t he  s e r v i c e  and so di d our n e i c e s  hu s b a n d  
and p r e t t y  s o o n  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .

My s i s t e r  i n  l a w  and n e i c e  b e g a n  a s k i n g  my w i f e  
u g l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  MV w i f e  and I we r e  
s h o c k e d  and s u r p r i s e d .  We had n e v e r  a s s o c i a t e d  f e m 
i n i n i t y  i n  m e n  w i t h  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  A l t h o  my w i f e  
k n e w  i t  w a s n ’ t t r u e ,  she  b e g a n  t o  turn a g a i n s t  my  
f e m i n i n e  w a y s .  T h e n  w h e n  G e o r g e  c h a n g e d  to  C h r i s 
t i n e  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  o t h e r  u g l y  r e m a r k s  f rom mo r e  
m e n  and w o m e n  and t h a t  di d i t .  I f  I d o n ’t we a r  d r e s 
s e s  and s k i r t s  a l l  t he  t i m e  she  t o l e r a t e s  i t .  She  c a n ’t 
s e e  my  n y l o n s  un d e r  my  p a nt s  and she  c a n ’t s e e  my  
l o n g  l e g  p a n t y  g i r d l e  unde r  my  d r e s s e s  and sk i r t s  or 
p a n t s .  So t h a t  i s  a l l  r i g h t  but  bras ?  L i p s t i c k ?  NO!  
She  c a n ’t t o l e r a t e  i t .  I t ' s  n o t  w h a t  she  s a y s .  She  
k n o ws  I ’l l  w e a r  w h a t  I w a n t  to  w h e n  I w a n t  to  but  
w h a t  fun i s  i t ?  So y o u  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t he  p o s i t i o n  I 
am i n .  I t ’s n o t  a h a p p y  s i t u a t i o n .  When I r e a d  V i r 
g i n i a ’s a r t i c l e  i n  S e x o l o g y  to  her ,  she  w o u l d n ’t e v e n  
l i s t e n .  She  s a i d  s he  w a s n ’ t i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m e n  w e a r i n g  
d r e s s e s .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  has  a l o t  to do w i t h  he r  a t -  
t i t u d e  and I ’m s u r p r i s e d  she  has  any r e s p e c t  for me

3 1 / 2  y e a r s  b e f o r e  I a g a i n  p u t  on f e m a l e  c l o t h e s .
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b u t  s h e  d o e s  a n d  I b e l i e v e  s h e  l o v e s  m e .

Your s i s t e r ,

A r l e n e

De ar  V i r g i n i a :

My w i f e  has  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r om work and r e c o u n 
ted to me  an i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  one  of  her  c o - w o r k e r s .  
It had to do wi t h  T V i s m  and e n d e d  w i t h  t he  p h r a s e ,  
" T h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  are  a l o t  of  w i e r d i e s  a r o u n d ” . A f t e r  
f u m i n g  for wh a t  s e e m e d  l i k e  hours ,  I d e c i d e d  to d i 
s e c t  our s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and m a k e  a f e w  c o m m e n t s ,  
m o s t  of  w h i c h  I ' m sure  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t he  m i n d s  
of  e v e r y  TV and FP.  I e x p e c t  n o t h i n g  t o  c o m e  o f  t h i s  
but  I had to b l o w  o f f  t h i s  h e a d  of  s t e a m  t h a t  has  a c -  
c u m l a t e d .  B e i n g  an e x - s a i l o r ,  I ' m a d d i c t e d  to o u t 
burs t s  of  p r o f a n i t y ,  but  I ' l l  try to c o n t r o l  m y s e l f .

Why are  we c o n s i d e r e d  to be  w i e r d i e s ?  S i m p l y  
b e c a u s e  we  d e f y  c o n v e n t i o n .  D o n ' t  p e o p l e  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  h i s t o r y  was  w r i t t e n  by u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  " w e r d i e s ? ” 
T o d a y  t h e r e  are  m a n y  gr oups  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e  
sort  of  d e f i a n c e ,  s uc h  as h o m o s e x u a l s  and b e a t n i k s ,  
e t c . ,  and y e t  t h e y  are  a c c e p t e d  i n  s p i t e  of  s o c i a l  
c o n d e m n a t i o n .  Why mu s t  we  r e m a i n  o u t s i d e r s ?  T o  
d i f f e r  f rom t he  s o - c a l l e d  n o r m a l  p e r s o n  i s  a c r i m e !
To  h a v e  h a b i t s  n o t  i n d u l g e d  i n  by t he  m a j o r i t y  i s  a 
s i n .  A c t u a l l y ,  I s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  used t he  word ,  m a 
j o r i t y ,  for I ' m c e r t a i n  t ha t  i f  a t r u l y  h o n e s t  p o l l  c o u l d  
be t a k e n ,  i t  w o u l d  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h o s e  p e o p l e  wh o  l i v e  
w i t h i n  t he  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  up by s o c i e t y ,  w o u l d  be  m o s t  
d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t he  m i n o r i t y .

I f  t h i s  be t h e  c a s e ,  i f  we  d e s e r v e  to be  r i d i c u l e d  
by t h o s e  who  d i f f e r  f r om us,  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  to  h i d e  
t h e i r  own i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  by m a k i n g  j e s t  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e n  
wh a t  of  t h o s e  poor  s o u l s  who  we r e  born l e f t  h a n d e d ,  
t h o s e  who  h a v e  l a r g e  e a r s  and n o s e s  and t h o s e  bor n  
w i t h  c l u b  l i m s ?  Are t h e y  to be  r i d i c u l e d ?  Of  c o u r s e  
n o t .  T h e y  we r e  g i v e n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  at  b i r t h  t he  s a m e  
as we  w e r e  g i v e n  our u n o r t h o d o x  d e s i r e s .

Who s e t  up t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s ?  T h o s e  s o - c a l l e d  n o r 
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m a l  p e o p l e  who  c o n d e m n  w h a t  t h e y  do not  u n d e r s t a n d .  
As u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  as I am,  I c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  to be a 
n o r m a l  m e m b e r  of  s o c i e t y ,  t h o u g h  at  t i m e  I d o n ' t  
kn o w why I s h o u l d  wa n t  to  b e l o n g  to s uch an o d d b a l l  
g r o u p .  T o  t h i s ,  I am sure  t h e r e  are t h o s e  who  wo u l d  
r e m a r k ,  "An u n b a l a n c e d  p e r s o n  c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  to 
be  m o r e  s a n e  t ha n  a n y o n e  e l s e " .  In s o m e  c a s e s ,  th i s  
w o u l d  be  m o r e  f a c t  t h a n  f i c t i o n .

In c l o s i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  v e r y  w e l l  be  
t i t l e d  " T h e  Ra v i n g s  of  a M a d m a n  ( W o m a n ? ) " ,  l e t  me  
e x p r e s s  o n e  l a s t  t h o u g h t .  To  be n o r m a l  is to be  b r a v e ,  
for to  be  r e a l l y  n o r m a l  i s  t o  be no t  as o t h e r s ,  but  as 
o u r s e l v e s

L o u i s e  5 - L - 7 F P E

NOTI CE AND REQUEST FOR . . MANUSCRIPTS

One of  t he  p u r p o s e s  of  the  FOUNDATI ON FOR PER
S O N A L I T Y  EXPRESSION is  to c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  
s t a t i s t i c s  on m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to T V i s m ,  and t h e  o t he r  
i s  to d i s s e m i n a t e  i t  to the  l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u b l i c .
I p r o p o s e  we do b o t h  of  t h e s e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t h r o u g h  an 
a n n u a l  or s e m i - a n n u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  the  F o u n d a t i o n .  
T h i s  s h o u l d  be  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  t y p e  thing-j  
no s t o r i e s ,  p i c s ,  e t c . -  - s e r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  somj  
a s p e c t  of  P e r s o n a l i t y  wi t h  r e a s o n ,  i n s i g h t  and i n  d e p t h .\  
It i s  i n  order  for T r a n s v e s t i t e s  or,  as I p r e f e r ,  F e m m e -  
P e r s o n a t o r s ,  to w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  i f  t h e y  try to  
do i t  as o b j e c t i v e l y  as p o s s i b l e .  Such  a p u b l i c a t i o n  
c o u l d  m a k e  a r e a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the  s t udy  of  h u m a n  1 
p e r s o n a l i t y  in i t s  v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .

I p r o p o s e  to p u b l i s h  t h i s  b o o k  for the  F o u n d a t i o n  
and to turn o v e r  to i t s  t r e a s u r y  h a l f  t he  r e c e i p t s  f rom  
i t s  s a l e ,  t he  r e s t  g o i n g  to c o v e r  e d i t o r i a l  and p r i n t i n g  
c o s t s .  Your  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to and c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h i s  i 
p r o j e c t  are i n v i t e d .  Your E d i t o r - - V i r g i n i a  .
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I N M E M O R I A M

I ' v e  w r i t t e n  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  
t h i s  m a g a z i n e  i n  t he  l a s t  3 1 / 2  
y e a r s ,  but  t h i s  is t he  m o s t  d i f f 
i c u l t .  I m u s t  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  a 
de ar  f r i e n d  of  y o u r s  and o f  m i n e  
has  p a s s e d  f rom a m o n g  us .  J o y c e  
S t e v e n s  d i e d  S u n d a y  Ju l y  2 7 ,  1 963
of  an a c c i d e n t a l  f a l l .

Fa t e  had no t  b e e n  k i nd  to J o y c e .  Her  l i f e  had  b e e n  
f i l l e d  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  and t r a g e d y .  A l t h o u g h  she  had  
f ound h a p p i n e s s  in he r  r e c e n t  m a r r i a g e ,  she  was  a l s o  
v e r y  m u c h  hurt  and d e p r e s s e d  by the  a t t a c k s  and i n s i n 
u a t i o n s  made  a g a i n s t  her  by f o r m e r  f r i e n d s .  In s p i t e  
of  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  she was  a b l e  to s m i l e  and k i d  and be  
a f r i e n d  to any who  a s k e d .

Lots of  y o u  f ound  in her  a p r o o f  t h a t  a GG c o u l d  
u n d e r s t a n d  a TV and i t  g a v e  y o u  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  
one  day f i nd  such a one  y o u r s e l f .  To  o t h e r s ,  i s o l a t e d  
b e h i n d  l o c k e d  doors  p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l ,  i t  was  a g r e a t  
h e l p  and c o m f o r t  to be  a b l e  to w r i t e  to s o m e o n e  who  
did no t  c o n d e m n  or a c c u s e  but  who  e x t e n d e d  a f r i e n d l y  
hand and h e a r t .

To  me ,  she was  for a l o n g  t i m e  a l o y a l  r i g h t  h a n d .  
Even wh e n  she r e t i r e d  f rom d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
C h e v a l i e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a g o ,  she  c o n t i n u e d  to  e x t e n d  
her  f r i e n d s h i p  to y o u  and her  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e l p  to m e  
in w r i t i n g  and o r g a n i z i n g  t he  FEMMEMIRROR f r om t he  
l e t t e r s  and c l i p p i n g s  y o u  s e n t  i n  and in t y p i n g  m a n u 
s c r i p t s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l .  To  say t h a t  y o u  w i l l  m i s s  
he r  f r i e n d s h i p  and I w i l l  m i s s  her  h e l p  as w e l l  as h e r  
l o y a l  s uppor t  and f r i e n d s h i p  is  a g r e a t  m i s u n d e r s t a t e -  
m e n t .

J o y c e  was  a m e m b e r  o f  the  Ch u r c h  of  R e l i g i o u s  
S c i e n c e  and was  not  a f r a i d  o f  d e a t h .  I f e e l  t h a t  she  
at  l a s t  has  f ound p e a c e  a w a y  f rom the  hur t s ,  p r e s s u r e s  
and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  of  t h i s  w o r l d .  A l l  y o u  and I c a n  
say  now i s ,  "Tha nk  You,  J o y c e ,  for y o u r  h e l p  and  
f r i e n d s h i p . "  V i r g i n i a



6. chromosomes; c. 
the fe m a le  ovary 
and fallopian tubes; 
and e. ovum or egg 
at left and sperm 
cell at right.

KINDS
OF
SEX

by Horry Beniamin, M.D.

SEX means different things to 
different people. It means one 
thing to a Ki ns ey ,  another 
thing to Brigitte Bardot and still 

another to the courtesan.  The 
average citizen may not identify 
himself with any one of them, but 
he (or she) has his own concept 
of what sex means. The biolo
gist, the medical man, the psy
chologist, the jurist, the sociologist 
and the priest are all apt to view 
and study sex from different 
angles and in a different light.

To the less educated, a person 
Is either male or female, Adam 
or Eve. With more learning comes 
more doubt. The better educated 
knows that every Adam contains 
elements of Eve and vice versa.

He has heard of the existence of 
intersexes, of pseudo-hermaphro
dites and true hermaphrodites in 
whom the physical sex is in doubt. 
He also knows of homosexuals, 
bisexuals and transvestites with a 
doubtful manifestation of sex. He 
is aware that sex may serve for
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CEX O LO G Y considers this article one of the most important it has 
** published in many years. The concepts developed here will not 
only throw much light on the increasingly difficult "riddle of sex." 
They will also provide an approach to understanding why the mani
festations of sex—normal as well as deviant—can be so diverse 
in our society.

recreation, as well as for procrea
tion.

The purpose of scientific investi
gation usually is to bring more 
light into fields that are obscure. 
Modern researches, however, delv
ing into the “riddle of sex,” have 
actually brought more obscurity, 
more complexity. What sex really 
is, has become an increasingly dif
ficult question to answer.

Instead of the conventional two 
sexes, symbolized by Adam and 
Eve with their anatomical differ
ences, there may be seven or even 
more— that is to say, at least 
seven separate concepts and mani
festations of sex, each of more or 
less vital importance to the indi
vidual.

T h e s e  a r e  th e  k in d s  o f  s e x e s  I  
h a v e  in  m in d :  1) c h r o m o s o m a l  
s e x ;  2 )  a n a to m ic a l  s e x ;  3 )  l e g a l  
s e x ;  If) e n d o c r in e  s e x ;  5 )  g e r m in a l  
s e x ;  6 )  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e x , a n d  
f in a l ly , 7 )  s o c ia l  s e x .

What makes a sexual being? 
Does a man belong to the male 
sex because he has testicles and a 
penis ? Is a woman female because 
she has ovaries and a uterus?

The answer to both questions is 
“NO,” legal opinion notwithstand
ing. Actually a man has his male 
sex organs b e c a u s e  h e  is a  m a le ,

D r. B e n ja m in  is a  p ro m in e n t en 
d o c r in o lo g is t a n d  sp e c ia l is t  in  g e r o n t
o lo g y . F o rm e r ly  c o n su lt in g  e n d o c r in 
o lo g is t o f th e  C o lle g e  o f  th e  C i ty  o f  
N e w  Y o r k , h e h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
n u m e r o u s  sc ie n tif ic  a n d  m e d ic a l  
jo u rn a ls .

and a woman has her female or
gans b e c a u s e  s h e  is  a f e m a le .

Man is male and woman is fe
male because of his or her genetic 
inheritance. Sex is decided at the 
moment of conception. The male 
sperm that enters the female egg 
carries among its (normally 46) 
chromosomes either an X (sex) 
chromosome or a Y (sex) chromo
some.

These are the so-called sex- 
determinants. The Y spells male 
for the offspring, the X female, 
at least under normal circum
stances. The egg always carries 
an X chromosome, and the XY 
combination means a boy, the XX 
a girl.

T h is  s e x  c h r o m o s o m e  c o n s t e l l a 
t io n  r e m a in s  f r o z e n  in  e v e r y  b o d y  
c e l l .  Modern scientists with high- 
powered microscopes can actually 
diagnose the inborn (“chromatin”) 
sex by examining tissues, for in
stance from the skin or the mouth 
or blood cells. In this way, the 
genetic male or female can be 
recognized, no matter what the 
rest of the body may indicate.

The sex thus determined is  th e  
in h e r i t e d ,  f u n d a m e n ta l  s e x .  It is 
the first of our (arbitrary) seven 
sexes. It is the C h r o m o s o m a l  S e x , 
also called the G e n e t ic  S e x  because 
the chromosomes are made up of 
the genes, the carriers of heredity.

Under rare abnormal circum
stances disturbances may occur 
and unfortunate individuals have 
been observed who carried, for in
stance, XXX or XYX chromosomes
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with corresponding physical (and 
mental?) anomalies.

Much is yet to be learned about 
the genetic sex and some sexual 
abnormalities, deviations, etc., now 
ascribed to psychological causes, 
may eventually find their explana
tion in some still obscure genetic 
fault.

The (genetic) male embryo, bar
ring accidents, will develop the 
respective male characters. The so- 
called primary ones are the testi
cles (testes), because  they are 
directly concerned with reproduc
tion. The secondary ones are not 
so concerned, but are characteris
tic for the gender. They are the 
penis, scrotum, prostate, hair dis
tribution, body build, etc.

The (genetic) female embryo 
will develop the characteristics 
for her sex, the primary ones be
ing the ovaries. Secondary female 
characteristics are the clitoris, 
vulva, vagina, breasts (mammae), 
wide pelvis, hair distribution, etc.

Both together, the primary and 
the secondary sex characteristics 
constitute the A n a to m ic a l  S e x ,  our 
second definition and concept.

T o  the ordinary way of think
ing, a person’s sex corresponds 
with his anatomical sex. This 
everyday notion is also the con
cept of the law. The visible sex 
organs provide the simplest and 
most practical way to declare 
“You are a man” or “You are a 
woman,” and so we have the 
L e g a l  S e x , the third of our seven.

E r r o r s  o f  s e x  a r e  p o s s ib le  a n d  
n o t  in f r e q u e n t .  T h e  o b s te tr ic ia n  o r  
th e  m id w i f e  u s u a l l y  t a k e  o n e  lo o k  
a t  th e  n e w - b o r n  b a b y  a n d  c o n 
g r a t u l a t e  th e  p a r e n t s  o n  a g i r l  
o r  a  b o y . B u t  th e y  m a y  h a v e  m a d e  
a  m is ta k e .

This so-called “nursery sex,” 
while being the legal one, is not 
always the true sex. The not yet 
fully developed anatomical struc
tures may have misled the ob
server. They may not correspond 
to the genetic sex.

T h e  g e n e t ic  s e x  a lo n e  is  f ix e d  
a n d  u n a l te r a b le .  T h e  a n a to m ic a l  
a s  w e l l  a s  th e  le g a l  s e x  a r e  s u b 
j e c t  to  c h a n g e . The surgeon’s knife 
can remove the male organs and 
also the internal organs of the fe
male, and bring about, not a 
“change of sex,” but a change of 
secondary sex characters, allow
ing therefore changes along other 
sex lines also, for instance, a 
change of the legal sex.

This is often a most difficult 
problem, red tape being the chief 
obstacle. Birth certificates are 
often sacred documents to judges 
and law clerks, and a change of 
the sex status of the bearer is 
an unheard-of violation of some
thing like a divine law.

Much unnecessary misery has 
sometimes been the consequence. 
But \ye should be thankful that 
occasionally broadminded officials 
do cut through red tape and grant 
a legal change of the original sex 
status, whenever indicated.

The primary sex characters — 
testes and ovaries—are known col
lectively as gonads. Their presence 
could be termed the G o n a d a l  S e x , 
although it is part of the anatomi
cal sex.

Two vitally important functions 
are inherent in the gonads. One 
is the internal (endocrine) secre
tion, the other the external (germ 
cell) production.

The product of endocrine glands 
are their respective hormones. The 
so-called “male hormones” are



The fundamental sex of the individual, chromosomal sex, is determined at the 
moment of conception by the type of sex chromosome carried by the male sperm 
cell. All eggs have the X chromosome. At top, the XX combination means a female. 
The black mass at top right is the sex chromatin, found in the nucleus of the female 
cell only. The XY combination, shown below, means a boy.— A fter Modern Medicine.

known as a n d r o g e n s  and are se
creted by the testicles and by the 
adrenal glands. The ovaries are 
the principal source of the “fe
male hormones,” the most impor
tant being e s tr o g e n .

Both sex hormones — androgen 
as well as estrogen — are present 
in both sexes, but androgen dom
inates in men, estrogen in women. 
The sex hormones promote the 
development of the secondary sex 
characters and preserve  them 
throughout life.

Their importance for the per
sonality justifies the term E n 
d o c r in e  S e x , as the fourth in our 
series. The endocrine sex is not 
linked to the sex glands only. 
Other glands likewise supply hor
mones, essential for both sexes in 
maintaining their complete sex 
status.

Just as the anatomical sex is 
never purely male or purely fe
male (remember the nipples in 
men and the rudimentary penis 
called clitoris in women), so is 
the endocrine sex “mixed” to an 
even greater extent.

If we want to be technical, we 
must admit, with scientific justifi
cation, that we are all anatomical
ly as well as endocrinologically 
“intersexes.” But we are male or 
female in the anatomical or en
docrine sense, according to the 
predominant structures or hor
mones.

Actually an abundance of andro
gen seems to go with greater mas
culinity, an abundance of estro
gen with more femininity.

Men have varying amounts of 
both sex hormones, and so have 
women, determining to some ex
tent their appearance and their 
behavior. More or less distinct 
changes can be brought about by 
artificially increasing or decreas
ing the amount of hormones in a 
person, especially if the normal 
ratio between androgen and estro
gen is altered and with it the char
acter of the person’s endocrine 
sex.

I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  a n d  
a g a in  e m p h a s i z e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  
th e  g e n e t i c  s e x  c o m e s  f i r s t ,  th e  
e n d o c r in e  s e x  m e r e l y  b e in g  th e  r e 
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s u i t  o f  th e  i n h e r i t e d  g l a n d u la r  
c q u ip y n e n t.

The second f u n c t i o n  of the 
gonads is the procreative function 
of the male germ (sperm) or the 
female germ (egg, ovum). This 
function is the fifth kind of sex, 
the G e r m in a l  S e x .  It is—in con
tradistinction to the endocrine sex 
— an inseparable part of the 
gonads.

Wherever sperm is found, there 
is maleness; wherever there is an 
egg, there is femaleness, no mat
ter what other sex characters may 
be present. If both sperm and egg, 
testes and ovaries, are present in 
the same individual, together with 
the secondary sex structures of the 
male a n d  the female, we have a 
true hermaphrodite. They are rare. 
The medical literature of the 
whole world reports hardly more 
than 60 such cases.

In the more frequent pseudo
hermaphrodites, one or the other 
sex structure predominates. Ac
cordingly, such condition is re
ferred to as male or female pseu
dohermaphroditism.

In all such instances a test for 
the genetic sex is essential. It may 
show “male” in a female pseudo
hermaphrodite and, vice versa, “fe
male” in a male pseudo-herma
phrodite.

H ow is a person with such ques
tionable or contradictory sex to 
live? How should a child of that 
nature be brought up ? The logical 
answer would be: “A c c o r d in g  to  
th e  g e n e t i c  s e x ." If, later on, at 
puberty or during adolescence, 
psychological orientation toward 
the male or the female manifests 
itself, with emotional preferences 
in either direction, then there is 
a lead which can be followed.

T h e  p e r s o n  s h o u ld — in  a d u l t  l i f e  
— liv e  in  th e  s e x  o f  h is  o r  h e r  
c h o o s in g . In  o th e r  w o r d s ,  th e  P s y 
c h o lo g ic a l  S e x  s h o u ld  h e  d e c i s iv e  
f o r  th e  p e r s o n 's  f u t u r e  l i f e ,  p r o 
v id e d  i t  is  w e l l  e s ta b l i s h e d  a n d  
n o t  m e r e l y  a  p a s s in g  m o o d  o r  a n  
im m a t u r e  e r o t i c  w is h .

T he P s y c h o lo g ic a l  Sex is the 
sixth kind of sex in our series. 
Even if an individual in whom 
genetic, anatomical, endocrine and 
germinal sex fully harmonize, the 
psychological sex may be the op
posite of all four. Such people ex
ist—few in proportion to the total 
population, but still many in num
bers. They have been called “psy
chic hermaphrodites.” Theirs is 
often a tragic life.

Many psychiatrists and especial
ly psychoanalysts ascribe  the 
plight of these people and their 
“split-sex personality” to purely 
psychological causes. They say 
that early conditioning in a faulty 
environment is responsible.

Y e t ,  p s y c h o th e r a p y  h a s  n e v e r  
c u r e d  s u c h  a  p a t ie n t ,  e x c e p t  in  
b o r d e r l in e  c a s e s ,  w h e r e  th e  s p l i t  
w a s  n o t  to o  w id e  a n d  th e  p a t ie n t ' s  
m in d  w a s  s t i l l  w a v e r in g  b e tw e e n  
m a le  a n d  f e m a le .  In  p ro n o u n c e d  
c a s e s ,  p s y c h o th e r a p y  h a s  n o th in g  
to  o f f e r  a n d  c a n n o t  b r in g  th e  p a 
t i e n t ' s  m in d  in to  h a r m o n y  w i th  
t h e  b o d y .

Therefore these patients often 
want their bodies brought into 
harmony with their minds, and a 
certain justification for such de
sire can hardly be denied. To live 
as a member of the opposite sex 
is their particular pursuit of hap
piness. They want a surgeon to 
alter their anatomical sex, espe
cially their gonadal sex and they 
want (and need) hormone treat
ment to influence the endocrine



Legal sex (1) is usually based saleiy on 
visible, external anatomical structures of 
the individual; anatomical sex (2) takes in 
both the external and internal sex struc
tures; germinal sex (3) refers to the type 
of germ cell produced by the gonad, or 
sex gland, In this case eggs produced by 
the ovary; endocrine sex (4) refers to the 
proportionate amounts of various hormones 
secreted by the sex glands and certain  
other glands; and psychological sex (5) 
refers to the i n d i v i d u a l ' s  emotional 

orientation and identification.

sex. These people are referred to 
as t r a n s s e x u a l i s t s .

Other “psychic hermaphrodites” 
are satisfied to live merely in the 
dress of the other sex and in this 
way appease their frustrated psy
chological sex. They are the much 
more frequent t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  men 
dressing and of t en l i v i ng  as 
women, and women as men.

If the anatomical sex, that is 
to say the appearance, is not too 
markedly opposed to the psycho
logical one, they may “pass” and 
live a reasonably happy life, just 
as a light-colored Negro may 
“pass” as a white person. In other 
words, they bring their S o c ia l  S e x  
into harmony with their other 
sexes.

Sometimes, but not always, the 
history of transvestites and trans
sexualists reveals that as young 
children they were raised, wholly 
or partly, as if they belonged to 
the opposite sex. Their s e x  o f  
r e a r in g  was wrong. The boy was 
brought up as a girl and the girl 
as a boy (tomboy).

Such faulty upbringing may, in
deed, have triggered the future 
aberration of the psychological 
sex. Since many normal people, 
however, people in whom all seven 
sexes are in harmony, often had 
the same faulty conditioning, an
other factor must enter into the 
cause of the deviations. With our

present state of knowledge, we can 
only assume a congenital (inborn) 
predisposition of an as yet un
known nature.

There can be no doubt that the 
sex of rearing, which is also the 
S e x  o f  A s s ig n m e n t , has a profound 
influence on the future S o c ia l  S e x .  
This — the seventh and last of 
“Our Sexes”—is the most obvious 
one. It is the one in which a per
son dresses and finds his place in 
the world. In the vast majority of 
all people it blends harmoniously 
with the other sexes.

The normal (genetic) male has 
his masculine build, an ample 
supply of androgen, satisfactory 
potency, a sperm count assuring 
fertility, feels as a man, dresses 
as a man, likes women, would be 
horrified to wear female clothes,
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is often husband and father and, 
most of the time, has a job or pro
fession in accord with his sex, 
which is never questioned legally.

The genetically normal female 
looks, acts and functions as a 
woman, wants to be nothing else, 
usually marries and has children, 
dresses and makes up to be at
tractive, her sexuality as a woman 
never being doubted, either by so
ciety or by the law.

A l th o u g h  s u c h  a  n e a r l y  p e r f e c t  
S y m p h o n y  o f  th e  S e v e n  S e x e s  is  
th e  r u le  a n d  is  n o t to o  o f t e n  d i s 
tu r b e d  y i t  is  p e r h a p s  u p s e t  m o r e  
o f te n  th a n  ic e  th in k .  U n f o r tu n a te 
ly .  o u r  c o n v e n t io n s  a n d  o u r  l a w s  
h a v e  no u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  n o  t o l 

e r a n c e  f o r  th o s e  in  w h o m  n a tu r e  
o r  l i f e  h a v e  c r e a te d  a  d is so n a n c e  
in  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y .  S u c h  p e r s o n s  
a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n d e m n e d  to  m u c h  
m is e r y ,  m u c h  f r u s t r a t io n .

In rare cases they may succeed, 
against great odds, in defying tra
dition and orthodoxy (also in the 
medical profession) and find a de
gree of happiness which our pres
ent-day society generally denies 
them.

©ur sexuality is one thing that 
has to be without fault and must 
function in strict conformity with 
customs and laws, otherwise there 
is either “sin,” an invention of the 
church, or “crime,’* artificially 
created by inrealistic laws.

EDI TOR' S  NOTE:  S i n c e ,  as Dr.  B e n j a m i n  s ays ,
t h e  word s ex  c o n n o t e s  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  m a n y  p e o p l e ,  
and s i n c e  h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  s u c h  a c l e a r  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a n y  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  we  
f e l t  i t  q u i t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r e p r i n t  i t  h e r e .  Both t he  
a u t h o r  and SEXOLOGY m a g a z i n e  h a v e  g i v e n  us p e r 
m i s s i o n  t o  do  s o .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  are  m a n y  parts  
o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  w h i c h  SEXOLOGY i s  n o t  a t t a i n a b l e  
so we  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  d o i n g  a s e r v i c e  t o  our  
r e a d e r s  t o  m a k e  Dr .  B e n j a m i n ’s a r t i c l e  a v a i l a b l e  to  
t h e m .
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“SUSANNA S A Y S ...

WIVES

Many of  y o u  h a v e  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e a d  Dr.  Hu g o  B e i g e l ’ s 
a r t i c l e  in a r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  SEXOLOGY m a g a z i n e  in w h i c h  
he e x a m i n e s  t ha t  c u r i o u s  e n t i t y  c a l l e d  "t he  T V ’s w i f e " .  
Our g o o d  f r i e n d  was  a b l e  to r e a c h  t he  v a r i o u s  c o n c l u s i o n s  
he put s  forth in h i s  a r t i c l e  a f t e r  a s e r i e s  of  p e r s o n a l  
t a l k s  wi t h  w i v e s  of  T V ' s  he  m e t  l a s t  y e a r  at  t he  r e s o r t .
I mus t  say t ha t  he  m i s s e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  and t h a t  m o s t  o f  h i s  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  r i ng  t rue  ( a s  far as the  n i n e  or t en  w i v e s  he  
m e t  are c o n c e r n e d ) .  I do no t  wi sh to r e p e a t  h i s  s t a t e 
m e n t  h e r e ,  s i n c e  i t  w o u l d  be m u c h  f a i r e r  i f  y o u  r e a d  the  
a r t i c l e  y o u r s e l v e s .  S u f f i c e  i t  to  say  t ha t  t he  o v e r a l l  
c o n c l u s i o n  r e a c h e d  by Dr.  B e i g e l  i s  t ha t  m o s t  TV w i v e s  
wo u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  we r e  no t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s .  
But,  s i n c e  t h e y  are ,  e a c h  one  has  m a d e  an e f f o r t - - w i t h  
v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  s u c c e s s -  - to a d j u s t  to the  i n e v i t a b l e  
and l i v e  wi t h  t h i s  " p e c u l i a r i t y " :  of  her  h u s b a n d ’ s b e h a v 
i o r .  I h e s i t a t e  to  w r i t e  a b o u t  w i v e s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  to s t a t e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  a p p l y  to a l l  of  
t h e m .  In t h i s  f i e l d  w h e r e  h u m a n  b e i n g s  are c o n c e r n e d ,  
any a t t e m p t  at  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  p r o v o k e s  h o w l e s  o f  p r o t e s t  
f rom t h o s e  to wh o m t he  s t a t e m e n t  d o e s  no t  a p p l y .  I ’ ve  
had mu c h  c r i t i c i s m  t hrown at  me  e v e r y  t i m e  I ’ ve  t r i e d  to  
c l a s s i f y ,  no m a t t e r  how br o a d l y ,  v a r i o u s  " t y p e s "  of  T V ’s.

So h e r e  I go  a g a i n ,  f u l l y  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e ’l l  be  
s o m e  w i v e s  w h o ’ d l i k e  to s c r a t c h  my e y e s  out  or s i m p l y  
p u l l  my h a i r ,  ( w h i c h  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w o u l d  c o m e  i n  any  
f e m i n i n e  tug o f w a r ) .  By f o r c e  of  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I c a n  
on l y  t a l k  a b o u t  t h o s e  w i v e s  t h a t  I kn o w in p e r s o n  and  
t ho s e  w h o s e  a t t i t u d e s  I h a v e  c o m e  to k n o w t h r o u g h  c o n 
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  or t h r o u g h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  
So i f  any  w i f e  who h a p p e n s  to r e a d  t h e s e  l i n e s  has  t he  
s n e a k y  s u s p i c i o n  t ha t  I am t h i n k i n g  o f  he r  as I w r i t e ,  
she c a n  be sure t ha t  her  i n t u i t i o n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t .
To f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  l e t ’ s g r a d e  w i v e s  in s ix c a t 
e g o r i e s  by the  s ix grades  m o s t  s c h o o l s  use  to e v a l u a t e  a 
s t u d e n t ’ s p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t he  c l a s s r o o m .  So w e ’l l  h a v e  
A - w i v e s  ( e x c e l l e n t ) . ,  B - w i v e s  ( g o o d ) ,  C - w i v e s  ( a v e r a g e ) ,
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and F - w i v e s  (a t o t a l  f a i l u r e - t h e  f l u n k i n g  g r a d e ) .  And 
r e m e m b e r  t ha t  t h i s  i s  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f r o m a T V ’s 
s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x t r e m e l y  b i a s e d .

A l J 5LL¥JL§-•" B e f o r e  l o o k i n g  at t h e s e  m a r v e l l o u s  s p e c i me n s  
o f  t he  h u m a n  r a c e  I g u e s s  I s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  the  A - p l u s  
c a t e g o r y  w h i c h  s i m p l y  d o e s  no t  e x i s t  i n a s m u c h  as she is 1  
an i d e a l  i n  t he  d r e a m s  o f  m o s t  T V ’ s. T h e  A - p l u s  wi f e  
g o e s  i n t o  e c s t a s y  e v e r y  t i m e  we dress  up.  She  p e r s o n 
a l l y  t a k e s  us by the h a nd  and p r o c e e d s  to m a k e  a l ady  
out  of  us .  She  i s  t he  h a p p i e s t  wh e n  i n  our f e m i n i n e  pre
s e n c e .  She  d o e s  not  buy a n y t h i n g  for h e r s e l f  u n l e s s  she | 
bu y s  s o m e t h i n g  e q u a l l y  as p r e t t y  for u s .  If  by some  
s t r a n g e  r e a s o n  we d e c i d e  no t  to dress  s o m e  e v e n i n g ,  she
is  d e s o l a t e .  She  c o n s i d e r s  h e r s e l f  the  l u c k i e s t  w o ma n

■

i n  t he  wo r l d  and c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  how o t h e r  w o m e n  can ] 
p o s s i b l y  g e t  a l o n g  wi t h  a h u s b a n d . w h o  is not  a TV.  After 
t h i s  f l i g h t  of  f a n t a s y ,  t h e n  we c a n  c o m e  down to r e a l i t y  ; 
- a nd  to the  . . . A^JV_i_fe : T h i s  g i r l  r e a l l y  t a k e s  s e r i o u s l y
t he  c o n c e p t  of  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n v o l v e d  i n  any m a r r i a g e .
T w o  p e o p l e  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  to the  u t m o s t  ( e x c e p t  in 1 
such c a s e s  w h e n  i t  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to do s o . ,  
e . g .  h u s b a n d  i s  c r a z y  a b o u t  w e i g h t  l i f t i n g ,  f o o t b a l l ,  
w o o d  c h o p p i n g ,  e t c . )  T h e  A - w i f e  l o v e s  her  hu s b a n d  as 
he  i s .  D o e s  no t  try to " c h a n g e ” h i m  i n t o  her  p r e - c o n -  I 
c e i v e d  i d e a l  of  w h a t  a h u s b a n d  s h o u l d  b e .  She  t a k e s  
h i m  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  she  l o v e s  h i m .  She  
s t i c k s  to h i m  no m a t t e r  w h a t .  R e m e m b e r  t h o s e  m o v i e s  
i n  w h i c h  t he  f e l l o w  has  c o m m i t t e d  a c r i m e  and i s  s e n t  
to j a i l  and she s ays :  " H o n e y ,  I ’ l l  be w a i t i n g  for y o u ,
and she m e a n s  i t .  T h a t ’s an A - w i f e .  She  r e a l i z e s  TV-  | 
i s m  is  no t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  c a n  turn o f f  and on l i k e  a f a u 
c e t .  She  d i s c u s s e s  the  m a t t e r  wi t h  h i m  f r om A to Z and; 
b e c o m e s  t h o r o u g h l y  c o n v e r s a n t  wi t h  t he  s i t u a t i o n .  She  
l o v e s  wh a t  i t  s t a nds  for in i t s e l f .  She  m a k e s  a p o i n t  of  
m e e t i n g  o t h e r  T V ’s and t h e i r  w i v e s  and h e l p s  t h e m  u n 
d e r s t a n d  and c o p e  w i t h  the f a c t s . . .

At t h i s  p o i n t  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  to p o i n t  out  one  of 
t he  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  a TV MUST DO.  Learn to  
t h i n k  c l e a r l y  and to EXPRESS h i s  t h o u g h t s  w i t h  l o g i c ,  
c o n v i c t i o n ,  c o h e r e n c e  and v i v i d n e s s .  It i s  r e a l l y  a 
s h a m e  t h a t  so f e w T V ’s c a n  be f l u e n t  e n o u g h  to p r e s e n t  
t h e i r  c a s e  w i t h o u t  s t u m b l i n g  a l l  o v e r  the  p l a c e ,  f u l l  of  I; 
h e s i t a t i o n s ,  and at a l o s s  for w o r d s .  Th i s  i n a b i l i t y  to
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i m p r e s s  a p o t e n t i a l  jury  ( and a l l  our r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s  
and a s s o c i a t e s  are  p o t e n t i a l  jurors )  has  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  
the  c a u s e  of  u n t o l d  m i s e r y  and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  no t  
o n l y  in r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a w i f e  who c o u l d  e a s i l y  be  i n  the  
A - c l a s s  but  v i s - a - v i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  and f r i e n d s .  I m a i n 
t a i n  t ha t  i t  is no t  e n o u g h  to dress  the  par t  w e l l  and to  
a c t  p l e a s a n t l y  w i t h o u t  s h a m e  and g u i l t .  In a d d i t i o n  we  
mus t  be  r e a d y  and w e l l  e q u i p p e d  wi t h  c o n v i n c i n g  a r g u m 
e n t s  to  d i s a r m any a t t e m p t  at  c o n d e m n a t i o n  or d e s t r u c t 
i v e  c r i t i c i s m .  On c e  we h a v e  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  o u r s e l v e s  as 
we are ,  we h a v e  the  dut y  and o b l i g a t i o n  to l e a r n  to put  
o t he r s  at  e a s e  and m a k e  t h e m  f e e l  the  p l e a s a n t ,  r e l a x e d  
aura w h i c h  e n v e l o p s  m o s t  T V ’s.  Words are p o w e r f u l  
w e a p o n s .  I h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  h e s i t a n t  w i v e s  do a 
c o m p l e t e  t u r n a b o u t  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  a s e r e n e ,  and p e r s u a s 
i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t he  way  a TV f e e l s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  
T h e r e ' s  no n e e d  to run to a p s y c h i a t r i s t  in the  h o p e  t ha t  
h e ’l l  be a b l e  to ’’ t a l k  t he  w i f e  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  h e r  h u s 
b a n d ’s T V i s m " .  When t wo p e o p l e  l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t he  
h u s b a n d  c a n  p e r f o r m  m i r a c l e s ,  IF he  kno ws  wha t  he  is  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  and IF he  k no ws  how to e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  
wi t h  c l a r i t y  and c o n v i c t i o n .

Let  us r e m e m b e r  t ha t  m o s t  w i v e s  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  
of  such a t h i n g .  And i f  t h e y  h a v e  any i d e a s  a b o u t  t he  
s u b j e c t ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  the  s a m e  m i s h - m a s h  of  m i s i n f o r 
m a t i o n  s p i c e d  up wi t h  p r e j u d i c e s ,  i n t o l e r a n c e  and i g n o r 
a n c e  t h a t  the  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  has  a c q u i r e d  a b o u t  u n c o n 
v e n t i o n a l  b e h a v i o u r  s uch as ours .  If t he  w i f e  is a t o t a l  
i d i o t  t h e n  no m a t t e r  how g o o d  an e x p o s i t i o n  we  p r e s e n t  
to her ,  she j u s t  w o n ’ t f o l l o w  but  i f  she  l o v e s  h i m  ( a n d  
i d i o t s  do f a l l  i n  l o v e  s o m e t i m e s )  t h e n  her  f e e l i n g s  
s h o u l d  be s u f f i c i e n t  to  g a i n  her  a c c e p t a n c e  and c o - o p e r 
a t i o n .  S o m e t i m e s  I h a v e  t he  a w f u l  f e e l i n g  t ha t  ve r y  
f e w p e o p l e  g e t  m a r r i e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r .
If t h e y  d i d ,  I ’m sure  we w o u l d  h a v e  v e r y  f e w  c a s e s  of  
m a r i t a l  a n g u i s h  b e c a u s e  of  T V i s m .  So,  t he  A - w i f e ,  
a b o v e  a l l ,  l o v e s  the  guy she m a r r i e d ,  l e a r n s  a l l  a b o u t  
hi s  f e e l i n g s  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c e t  of  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
s hares  wi t h  h i m  the  h a p p i n e s s  t h a t  p e r m e a t e s  h i s  w h o l e  
b e i n g  w h e n  he  is d r e s s e d  up and a c t i v e l y  h e l p s  h i m  to  
g e t  rid of  any g u i l t ,  a w k w a r d n e s s ,  and f e a r .  If  he  
r e a l l y  l o v e s  her  , t h i s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  he r s  i n  
t hi s  v i t a l  a s p e c t  of  h i s  l i f e ,  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  a " t o g e t h e r 
ness" t h a t  m o s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  w o u l d  e n v y .
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But w h a t  a b o u t  t he  c h i l d r e n ?  I was  a f r a i d  s o m e o n e  
w o u l d  ask t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  I ’ ve  b e e n  t r y i n g  to  a v o i d  i t  
a l l  my l i f e  and as a r e s u l t  o f  i t ,  I d o n ’ t h a v e  any c h i l d 
r e n .  O b v i o u s l y  I am an e x c e p t i o n ,  m o s t  m a r r i e d  p e o p l e  
do h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  How d o e s  an A - w i f e  a c t  i n  t h i s  s i t 
u a t i o n ?  T h e r e  are  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  of  t h o u g h t  in thi s  
f i e l d .  L e t ’s t a k e  a l o o k  at  t h e m : 1) T e l l  the c h i l d .
2) D o n ’ t t e l l  t he  c h i l d .  3) Wa i t  u n t i l  he  or she  i s  o l de r  
and t h e n  t e l l .  O b v i o u s l y  e a c h  c a s e  o f f e r s  a g o o d  m a n y  
p r o ’ s and c o n ’s.  Mos t  TV c o u p l e s  I ’ ve  m e t  l e a n  t o wa r ds  
t h e  " d o n ’ t t e l l ” s c h o o l .  T h e y  p o i n t  out  t h a t  i t  wo u l d  
be  p e r h a p s  d a m a g i n g  to the  c h i l d ' s  n e e d  for a ” f a t h e r  
i m a g e " .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  f e ar  t he  c h i l d ’s i n s t i n c t i v e  
l a c k  o f  d i s c r e t i o n  and t h e y  p i c t u r e  l i t t l e  J o hnny  m e e t i n g  
a p l a y m a t e  and s a y i n g  " D a d d y  we a r s  M o m m y ' s  d r e s s e s . "  
In no t i m e  t he  e n t i r e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w o u l d  h e a r  t he  s tory  
and . . .  c ur t a i n s  for D a d d y ’s r e p u t a t i o n  in t own . - - Di  g r e s s -  
i n g  j u s t  for a s e c o n d  (I l o v e  to d i g r e s s )  t he  a b o v e  did  
h a p p e n  to  o ne  of  our TV f r i e n d s  but  t he  c u r i o u s  r e s u l t  
was  t h a t  l i t t l e  J o h n n y ’s p l a y m a t e  a n s w e r e d ;  " T h a t ’s 
n o t h i n g . . . m y  D a d d y  we a r s  M u m m y ’ s s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s  
w h e n  h e ’ s h o m e . "  And,  b e l i e v e  or no t ,  the t wo  d a d d i e s  
h e a r d  t he  s t o r y ,  c o m p a r e d  n o t e s ,  and d i s c o v e r e d  t ha t  
t h e y  we r e  b o t h  T V ’s l i v i n g  r i g h t  n e x t  door  to e a c h  o t her .  
So l e t ’s, i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  g i v e  one  b l a c k  mark to the  
" d o n ’ t t e l l "  s c h o o l ,  k i d s  m a k e  e x c e l l e n t  " c o n t a c t s "  
( I f  V i r g i n i a  w i l l  p a r d o n  the  e x p r e s s i o n . )

A n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t  of  t h i s  " l e t ’s k e e p - t h e - c h i l d r e  n-  
o u t - o f - t h i s "  s c h o o l  i s  t he  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  y o u  e x p o s e  the  
c h i l d  to the s i g h t  o f  a TV f a t h e r ,  Jun i or  i s  g o i n g  to  
" b e c o m e  a TV t h r o u g h  i m i t a t i o n " .  If  Da d d y  we a r s  dr e s s 
e s ,  why  c a n ’ t I? P e r s o n a l l y ,  ( a n d  I know m o s t  o f  my  
TV f r i e n d s  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  w i v e s  w i l l  m e r c i l e s s l y  
s e n d  m e  to t he  e l e c t r i c  c h a i r )  I t h i n k  t ha t  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  
d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  up .  It i s  my  f i r m b e l i e f  t h a t  T V i s m  is  
no t  c a t c h y .  You d o n ’ t b e c o m e  a TV j u s t  by r e a d i n g  
a b o u t  i t  or l o o k i n g  at  a T V .  My a r g u m e n t  i s  t h a t  the  
i m m e n s e  m a j o r i t y  o f  T V ' s  n e v e r  saw a ma n  i n  w o m e n ’s 
c l o t h e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  f e l t  t he  urge  to dres s  u p . . . a n d  in  
t he  s e c o n d  p l a c e  I kno w of  c h i l d r e n  who  h a v e  f ound  out  
a b o u t  t h e i r  d a d d y ’s T V i s m  and t h e y  e i t h e r  d o n ’ t g i v e  a 
h o o t  a b o u t  i t ,  or a c t u a l l y  f e a r  and d i s l i k e  h i s  f e m i n i n e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  I say  t h a t  a c h i l d  who  does  n o t  p o s s e s s  trans-  
v e s t i c  i n c l i n a t i o n s  i s  no t  g o i n g  to  be a TV no m a t t e r
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wha t  y o u  do,  e v e n  i f  y o u  m a k e  h i m  w e a r  d r e s s e s .  L e t ’ s 
j u s t  r e m e m b e r  t ha t  in m a n y  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  ( u n t i l  
r a t he r  r e c e n t l y - - 2 5  or 30 y e a r s  a g o )  i t  was  t he  a c c e p t e d  
c u s t o m  to k e e p  a boy  in l i t t l e  g i r l  d r e s s e s  u n t i l  he  was  
5 or 6 y e a r s  o l d .  If  T V i s m  w e r e  " c a t c h y " ,  t h e n  t h i s  
mas s  e x p o s i t i o n  of  l i t t l e  b o y s  t o  s k i r t s  and l o n g  c u r l s ,  
w o u l d  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  an e n t i r e  g e n e r a t i o n  of  t r a n s v e s 
t i t e s .  S i n c e  t h i s  was  ( u n f o r t u n a t e l y )  n o t  t he  c a s e ,  t h e n  
we mu s t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  s e e i n g  Da d d y  i n  M o m m y ' s  c l o t h e s  
i s  no t  g o i n g  to turn t he  k i d i n t o  a TV UNLESS he  a l r e a d y  
i s  a p o t e n t i a l  T V . . . a n d  i n  t h i s  c a s e  he  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
be o n e ,  no m a t t e r  w h a t .

I f - d e s p i t e  t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s ,  y o u  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
l i t t l e  J o hnny  m i g h t  l e a r n  to l i k e  to dres s  up by i m i t a t 
i n g  D a d d y - t h e n  I a r g u e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  D a d d y  nor M o m m y  
s h o u l d  wo r r y .  To  worry m e a n s  t h a t  t h e y  s e e  i n  T V i s m  
s o m e t h i n g  u g l y  and u n d e s i r a b l e .  ( My  l a s t  words  b e f o r e  
t h e y  p u l l  t he  s w i t c h  on the  e l e c t r i c  c h a i r  w i l l  b e : " T V 
i s m  is a w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g .  ") If  I we r e  g i v e n  a c h o i c e  
to s t ar t  l i f e  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n  I w o u l d  s t i l l  p i c k  T V i s m  as 
a b a s i c  i n g r e d i e n t  of  my p e r s o n a l i t y ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t he  
p r o b l e m s  t h a t  i t  e n t a i l s .  Ah! T h e  p r o b l e m s !  He r e  I 
s e e  t he  p o i n t  of  t h o s e  p a r e n t s  who  say " d o n ’ t t e l l  the  
c h i l d " .  T V i s m ,  as s o c i e t y  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t o d a y ,  IS a 
p r o b l e m  and I c a n  s e e  why p a r e n t s  do try to  e l i m i n a t e  
as m a n y  p r o b l e m s  as p o s s i b l e  f r o m t he  l i f e  of  t h e i r  o f f 
s p r i n g .  I b e l i e v e  h o w e v e r ,  t hat  l i f e  w i t h o u t  p r o b l e m s  
wo u l d  be  an a w f u l l y  b o r i n g  t h i n g .  H a l f  t he  fun i n  l i f e  
i s  in m e e t i n g  t he  p r o b l e m s  and s t r i v i n g  to s o l v e  t h e m ,  
or l e a r n i n g  to l i v e  wi t h  t h e m ,  or e v e n  t u r n i n g  t h e m  i n t o  
a s o u r c e  of  j o y .

But,  w h e r e  di d we drop our A - w i f e ?  She  w i l l  p r o b 
a b l y  c h o o s e  the  t h i rd  a l t e r n a t i v e :  t e l l  t he  c h i l d  l a t e r .
Th i s  i m p l i e s  a c o n s p i r a c y  o f  s i l e n c e  and a c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  
of  v i g i l a n c e  so t he  c h i l d  w o n ’ t f i nd  out  b e f o r e  t he  p a r 
e nt s  f e e l  the  t i m e  i s  r i p e .  A c o n s p i r a c y  of  s i l e n c e  a l 
ways  s t r i k e s  me  as be i ng  s o m e w h a t  t a i n t e d  w i t h  gui l t ' .
It m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t he  p a r e n t ' s  m i n d s  a 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  T V i s m  i s  s o m e h o w  wr o n g  and u g l y .  I w i l l  
a d m i t  t ha t  t h e r e  m a y  be o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s uc h  as 
s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  d a d d y ’s j o b ,  i n t o l e r a n t  r e l a t i v e s ,  e t c .  
that  m i g h t  m a k e  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to k e e p  D a d d y ’s T V i s m
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unde r  w r a p s .  At any  r a t e ,  our A - w i f e  w i l l  t a l k  i t  over  
w i t h  her  h u s b a n d  and r e a c h  a c o m m o n  d e c i s i o n ,  i n s t e a d  
of  u n i l a t e r a l l y  " d r a w i n g  t he  l i n e  wh e r e  m y  c h i l d  i s  c o n 
c e r n e d "  w i t h o u t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  T V ’ s t h o u g h t s  on 
t he  m a t t e r .

N e x t  we c o m e  to the  JLMVjXe. She  is  a c h e e r f u l  sort  
of  w o m a n ,  e x t r e m e l y  pr ac  t i c  a l - m i  nde  d and c a n ’ t c o n 
c e i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  p e o p l e  who  s t u m b l e  o v e r  p r o b l e m s .
She  is  a g o o d  TV w i f e ,  a l t h o u g h  she w o n ’ t t a k e  any special  
i n t e r e s t  i n  d e l v i n g  i n t o  t he  " w h y ’s and o r i g i n s "  of  what  
she  c o n s i d e r s  "her h u s b a n d ' s  h a r m l e s s  p e c u l i a r i t y " .  A 
B - w i f e  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  fun o f  h i s  d r e s s i n g ,  and w i l l  not  ob
j e c t  to h i s  d r e s s i n g  w h e n e v e r  "t he  c o a s t  i s  c l e a r "  ( no  
n e i g h b o r s  or c h i l d r e n  a r ound)  She  w i l l  s w e e t l y  shop for 
h i s  TV n e e d s ,  a l t h o u g h  she p r o b a b l y  d o e s . n o t  q u i t e  r e a l 
i z e  h o w  d e e p  and i m p o r t a n t  to h i m  are  t h o s e  i t e m s  of  
w a r d r o b e  she i s  p u r c h a s i n g .  She  has  c o m e  to r e a l i z e  that  
"he is h a p p i e r "  w h e n  d r e s s e d  but  w i l l  no t  c o n c e i v e  g i v i n g  
up a w e e k e n d  wi t h  t he  c h i l d r e n  or at  her  s i s t e r ’s c o u n t r y  
h o u s e  in p r e f e r e n c e  to a TV w e e k e n d .  The  B - w i f e  to a 
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in k e e p i n g  her  hu s b a n d  in  
b a l a n c e .  She  a s s u m e s  t h a t  he  i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  e n o u g h  to  
k e e p  t h i n g s  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  and not  o v e r d o  h i s  T V i s m  to 
t he  e x c l u s i o n  of  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  she e x p e c t s  f rom  
a h u s b a n d .  She  w o n ' t  o b j e c t  to  h i s  d r e s s i n g  as l o n g  as 
he  is  d i s c r e e t  a b o u t  i t ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e r f o r m s  hi s  b r e a d 
w i n n i n g  r o l e  and s hows  h i m s e l f  to be a g o o d  f a t h e r  to  
t he  c h i l d r e n  and a k i nd  and l o v i n g  h u s b a n d .  If  he  m e e t s  
a l l  t h e s e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  she c o u l d n ’ t c a r e  l e s s  wh a t  he  
w e a r s  i n  h i s  T V - t i m e .  S h e ’ l l  be p e r f e c t l y  h a p p y  s e e i n g  
h i m  g o i n g  to b e d  i n  a l a c y  n i g h t i e  b e c a u s e  "he l i k e s  i t " -  
no n e e d  to d i g  d e e p e r  i n t o  the  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d  i t .  If she  
m e e t s  o t h e r  T V ' s  and t h e i r  w i v e s ,  s h e ’l l  j u d g e  t h e m  e x 
c l u s i v e l y  on t h e i r  b e i n g  " n i c e  p e o p l e " ,  p l e a s a n t  to be  
w i t h .  S h e ’ l l  c o m m e n t  t h a t  she d o e s  no t  m i n d  at  a l l  h i s  
d r e s s i n g  and p r o u d l y  p o i n t s  out  to o t h e r s  t h a t  "he d o e s  
n o t  dr i nk  to e x c e s s ,  d o e s  no t  g a m b l e  and is a f a i t h f u l  
h u s b a n d . "  As a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  the B - w i f e  i n t u i t i v e l y  
s e n s e s  t h a t  t h i s  " p e c u l i a r i t y "  i s  a sort  of  i n s u r a n c e  of  
h i s  f i d e l i t y .  S i n c e  he  c a n  dres s  at  h o m e ,  he  l o v e s  to be  
h o m e  and t h e r e f o r e  t he  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  h i s  g a l l i v a n t i n g  
a r o u n d  i s  j u s t  a b o u t  n o n e x i s t e n t .  More  so,  i f  he  h a p p e n s  
t o  be  t h e  k i n d  of  TV who  we a r s  f e m i n i n e  u n d i e s  under  
h i s  m a l e  a t t i r e  or k e e p s  h i s  t o e s  b r i g h t l y  c o l o r e d  wi t h



n a i l  p o l i s h .

She  is d e f i n i t e l y  a p r a c t i c a l  g i r l  who  d o e s  no t  mi s s  
a t r i c k  to i n s u r e  a s o l i d  b a s i s  for her  h o m e .  In a s t r a n g e  
way  he r  a t t i t u d e  in t h i s  c a s e  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  
s o m e  w o m e n  who do n o t  f e e l  s e c u r e  i n  t he  p e r m a n e n c y  of  
t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  When t he  h u s 
band is  a l s o  a f a t h e r  she  f e e l s  t h a t  no m a t t e r  w h a t  m i s 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  m a y  a p p e a r  i n  the  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  
l i f e ,  t he  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a c t  a l w a y s  as t he  m a i n  f a c t o r  t o 
wards  a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and a p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n .  In s o m e  
ways ,  to i n d u l g e  her  h u s b a n d ' s  " w h i m ” s e e m s  to he r  an 
e x t r a  f a c t o r  in her  f a v o r  s h o u l d  the  m a r i t a l  sky b e c o m e  
s u d d e n l y  c l o u d y .  She  r e a l i z e s  she  s h o u l d  no t  try to  
" c u r e ” h i m ,  b e c a u s e  who  k n o ws  w h a t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  he  
m i g h t  turn to  to r e p l a c e  h i s  T V i s m  i f  he  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h a t  
up.  A TV h u s b a n d  m a k e s  h e r  f e e l  s a f e .  As a m a t t e r  o f  
f a c t  t he  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t he  A - w i f e  and t he  B- 
w i f e  l i e s  in t he  l a c k  of  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  l a t t e r  i n  w h o l l y  
s h a r i n g  wi t h  her  h u s b a n d  hi s  TV l i f e .  S h e ’l l  h e l p  h i m  
to l o o k  g o o d ,  s h e ’l l  a d v i s e  h i m ,  s h e ’ l l  e v e n  e s c o r t  h i m  
o u t d o o r s  i f  she  f e e l s  i t ’s s a f e ,  but  b a s i c a l l y  she  f e e l s  i t ’ s 
hijL p e c u l i a r i t y  w h i c h  mus t  be  i n d u l g e d  as o ne  i n d u l g e s  
a c h i l d  wh o m one  l o v e s .  To  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  she  f e e l s  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  one  c a t e g o r y  i n  w h i c h  she  i s  m o r e  g r o wn  up 
t han  her  h u s b a n d ,  t he  one  a s p e c t  of  t h e i r  l i f e  t o g e t h e r  
in w h i c h  she is  p e r h a p s  s u p e r i o r  s i n c e  she  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
any p e c u l i a r i t y .  She  l o o k s  upon  T V i s m  as a w e e  b i t  of  
w e a k n e s s  i n  an o t h e r w i s e  s t r o n g  and a l m o s t  p e r f e c t  p e r 
s o n a l i t y .  But she  a d m i t s  t h a t  i t  i s  no t  an u n p l e a s a n t  or 
h a r m f u l  w e a k n e s s  and t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  e a s y  to c o p e  w i t h .  
B e s i d e s ,  i t  d o e s  p r o v e  at  t i m e s  to be  a s o u r c e  of  f un for  
her ,  l i k e  whe n  she l e t ’s h i m  do the  d i s h e s  or f i n d s  h i m  
q u i t e  h e l p f u l  i n  s o m e  of  t he  o t h e r  h o u s e h o l d  a c t i v i t i e s  
w h i c h  at  t i m e s  b e c o m e  a bo r e  to e v e r y  w o m a n .  ’’D e a r ,  
w h i l e  y o u  are w a s h i n g  your  t h i n g s  w o u l d  y o u  m i n d  d o i n g  
m i n e  t o o ? "  A n d - i t  works  b e a u t i f u l l y .

T h e  C - W i f e . - W h e n  a TV is  m a r r i e d  to  t h i s  t y p e  of  
w o m a n ,  he  f e e l s  he  i s  d o i n g  a l r i g h t .  It c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
wo r s e ,  oh,  so m u c h  wor s e !  U s u a l l y  t h i s  i s  a w i f e  who  
n e e d e d  a l o t  of  e x p l a i n i n g  and o o d l e s  o f  p a t i e n c e  to  
g e t  her  to a c c e p t  her  h u s b a n d ’ s "odd b e h a v i o u r " .  S he  
has  f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d  to g e t  a l o n g  wi t h  T V i s m  but  she  
w i s h e s  t h e r e  were  Some  ways  t o  g e t  " t h i s  s i l l y  i d e a "  out
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o f  h i s  h e a d .  She  put s  up a b r a v e  f r ont  w h e n  i n  the  
m i d s t  o f  a TV p a r t y  and m a k e s  an h o n e s t  e f f o r t  to l i k e  
t h e  T V ’ s wh o  are  her  h u s b a n d ' s  f r i e n d s .  She  a d m i t s  
t h a t  m o s t  of  t h e m  are  n i c e  p e o p l e ,  but  she f e e l s  t hat  it 
i s  a s h a m e  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  w a s t e  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  s o m e 
t h i n g  so u n p r o d u c t i v e  and r a t h e r  s e n s e l e s s  as s i t t i n g  
a r o u n d  i n  f r o c k s ,  m a k e u p  and w i g s .  A f t e r  e v e r y  TV 
p a r t y  she  i s  s e c r e t l y  h o p i n g  t h a t  her  h u s b a n d  has  gorged  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  e n o u g h  d r e s s i n g - u p  to l a s t  h i m  for q u i t e  
a w h i l e .  She  i s  t e r r i b l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n  the  ve r y  
n e x t  day  h e  d e c i d e s  to d o l l  up a g a i n .  She  put s  up wi th i 
h i s  d r e s s i n g  b u t  d o e s  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  i t .  She  f e e l s  ratherj  
s i l l y  b u y i n g  f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s  i n  b i g  s i z e s  for her  "man".  
S h e  t r i e s  t o  p l e a s e  h i m ,  she  u n d e r s t a n d s  ( f i n a l l y !  af t er  
m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n )  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way  he  is  and w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  to  c o n t i n u e  to be for t he  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  but  
d o wn  d e e p  she  does  n o t  l i k e  i t .  She  w i s h e s  i t  w e r e n ’ t j 
s o .  S he  w a n t s  to  r e a l l y  l i k e  T V i s m  but  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h 
i n  h e r  p r e v e n t s  he r  f r o m e m o t i o n a l l y  a c c e p t i n g  such  
w e i r d  b e h a v i o u r .

When t h i s  t y p e  o f  w i f e  f i r s t  f ound  out  she  was  
s h o c k e d .  She  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he r  h us ba nd  
was  o n e  o f  " t h o s e  p e r v e r t s "  one  r e a d s  a b o u t  i n  t he  n e ws 
p a p e r s .  It  was  a l o n g  u p h i l l  b a t t l e  to  c o n v i n c e  her  
t h a t  t h i s  was  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  But at  t i m e s ,  w h e n  he  real l y  
l e t s  g o  and p r o j e c t s  i n t e n s e  f l a s h e s  of  f e m i n i n i t y  the  
o l d  wo r m o f  d o u b t  f a i n t l y  s q u i r ms  i n  the  i n n e r m o s t  r e 
c e s s e s  o f  h e r  m i n d .  But she  k n o ws  t h a t  i t  i s  u s e l e s s  to 
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  h i s  " o b s e s s i o n "  and s i l e n t l y  be ar s  what  
she  f e e l s  to be a c r o s s .  She  i s  n e r v o u s  e v e r y  t i m e  he  
d r e s s e s  and l i v e s  i n  c o n s t a n t  f e a r  t h a t  h i s  s e c r e t  w i l l  
be  d i s c o v e r e d  and t h e r e b y  b r i n g  s c a n d a l  and s h a me  
o v e r  h e r s e l f  and h e r  f a m i l y .  She  c r i n g e s  at  t he  thought  
o f  d i s c o v e r y  by one  o f  her  own g i r l f r i e n d s  and wo u l d  
h a v e  a n e r v o u s  b r e a k d o w n  i f  " t he y "  w e r e  to f i nd o ut .
A l l  o f  t h i s  she  s u f f e r s  i n  s i l e n c e ,  but  s i n c e  she l o v e s  
t h e  l o v a b l e  l u g  she  w i l l  n o t  na g  h i m  and he  b l i t h e l y  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  "my w i f e  g o e s  a l o n g  w i t h  my d r e s s i n g  
v e r y  n i c e l y " .  She  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t ! ! !  If  s o m e 
o ne  s h o u l d  i n v e n t  a p i l l  t o  " c ur e "  T V i s m ,  s h e ’d be  the  
f i r s t  t o  t r i c k  h i m  i n t o  t a k i n g  i t  as part  of  a ne w t r e a t 
m e n t  for c o l d s  t h a t  h e r  do c t o r  r e c o m m e n d e d .  T h e  C-  
w i f e  i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t he  m o s t  c o m m o n  t y p e  o f  w i f e  we



f ind a m o n g  T V ' s .  Let  me  p o i n t  out  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  are not  u n c h a n g e a b l e .  A C - w i f e  c a n  d e v e l o p  
i n t o  a B - g a l  ( o o p s !  I d o n ' t  m e a n  t h a t  t he  way,  i t  l o o k s ! )  
and e v e n  m o v e  on to t he  " A ” c l a s s .  In m o s t  c a s e s  i t ’s 
up to the  TV h i m s e l f  to work t o w a r d s  t h a t  g o a l .

Now,  how a b o u t  t he  D - w i f e ?  T h i n g s  are  r o u g h e r  
for the  TV in t h i s  c a s e .  She  k n o ws  a b o u t  h i s  i n t e n s e  d e 
s i re s  and at  t i m e s  she s e e m s  to go  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m .  But  
h e ’s n e v e r  s ur e .  S o m e t i m e s  s h e ' l l  g r a c e f u l l y  a c c e p t  h i s  
” f e m m e - c o m p a n y " for an e v e n i n g ,  but  o t h e r  t i m e s  s h e ’ l l  
g i v e  h i m  an i r r i t a t e d ,  c o n t e m p t u o u s  l o o k  t h a t  w i l l  hur t  
h i m  to the  b o n e .  She  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  o b j e c t  to  h i s  
" w a s t i n g  m o n e y ” on s uc h  s t u p i d  t h i n g s  as an e x p e n s i v e  
wi g  or a n i c e  w i n t e r  c o a t  e v e n  i f  he  i s  m a k i n g  l o t s  of  
m o n e y .  She  w o n ' t  c o m p l a i n  i f  he  d e c i d e s  to buy an e x 
p e n s i v e  r i f l e  for h u n t i n g  or a g o l d - p l a t e d  g o l f  s e t ,  but  
a $20  dres s ?  No,  no,  no!  !!  She  r e f u s e s  to s hare  w i t h  
h i m  h i s  TV a c t i v i t i e s  and s h e ' d  r a t h e r  p l a n  a v i s i t  to  
her  m o t h e r ' s  s o m e  w e e k e n d  so t h a t  he  c a n  i n d u l g e  in h i s  
s i l l y  w h i m  a l l  a l o n e .

She  n e v e r  l o s e s  h o p e  t h a t  she  c a n  r e f o r m  h i m  and  
d o e s  her  b e s t  to  i n t e r e s t  and r ope  h i m  i n t o  w h a t  she  
c o n s i d e r s  to be "proper  m a s c u l i n e  p u r s u i t s  and a c t i v i t 
i e s ” . S h e ' l l  e v e n  o r g a n i z e  u n e x p e c t e d  g a t h e r i n g s  of  
n o n - T V ' s  at  h o m e ,  k n o w i n g  f u l l y  w e l l  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
rui n h i s  TV e v e n i n g .  If  he  s h o u l d  try to  g i v e  her  a k i s s  
w h i l e  h e ’ s d o l l e d  up,  s h e ' l l  f r e e z e .  " D o n ' t  y o u  dare  
ki ss  m e  w h i l e  y o u  are d r e s s e d  _thaj wa y !  It g i v e s  me  
the  w i l l i e s .  Ma k e s  m e  f e e l  as i f  I m a r r i e d  s o me  WOMAN.  
Or s h e ' l l  r e ma r k :  "Do y o u  h a v e  t o  be  d r e s s e d  l i k e  t h a t  
e v e r y  t i m e  y o u  h a v e  a day  o f f ? "  S o m e t i m e s  she  w i l l  be  
v e r y  s p i t e f u l  and s ay : "  A l r i g h t ,  s i n c e  y o u  l i k e  b e i n g  a 
w o m a n  so m u c h ,  t h e n  a c t  l i k e  o n e .  Do t h e  h o u s e c l e a n 
i n g  t hi s  w e e k e n d ,  and the  wa s h ,  and t he  i r o n i n g .  S e e  
i f  y o u  l i k e  i t ! "  ( T h i s  i s  s u p p o s e d  to  c u r e  h i m ! )  She  
w i l l  a l w a y s  s e e  i n  T V i s m  n o t h i n g  but  t he  d e s i r e  of  her  
h u s b a n d  "to be a w o m a n " .  S h e  i s  u n a b l e  to s e e  the  
p o i n t .  ( P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  her  own h u s b a n d  has  b e e n  u n 
a b l e  to m a k e  the  p o i n t . )

If t h e r e  are  c h i l d r e n  i n  t he  f a m i l y  she  w i l l  be  a d -  
a m n a n t ’.’ No d r e s s i n g  at  h o m e - n o  k e e p i n g  a l l  t ha t  s t u f f  
i n  y o ur  c l o s e t ,  or e v e n  i n  t he  a t t i c ,  s u p p o s e  one  o f  t he
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c h i l d r e n  f i nd  i t .  How c o u l d  I t e l l  th em  t ha t  t he i r  
f a t h e r  i s  a . * . a , . . " ( s he  c h o k e s  up and  c a n ’ t f i n i s h  the 

- s e n t e n c e )  And so our TV a b s t a i n s  and a b s t a i n s  and ab
s t a i n s . .  an t i l  h e ’ s r e a d y  to b u r s t .  T h e n ,  h e ’l l  do what  
h u n d r e d s  and p r o b a b l y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  T V ' s  h a v e  done  and 
are  d o i n g  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to do,  f i nd  a p l a c e  away  
f r o m the  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  dress  o n c e  in a w h i l e  
a n d v e v e n  b e t t e r ,  k e e p  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  and ’’ t h i n g s ” . And 
w h e n  t h e y  m e e t  o t h e r  T V * s : w i t h  A or B or e v e n  C wives ,  
t h e n ’l l  s ig h  and w i t h  t he  d e e p e s t  r e g r e t  t h e y ' l l  s a y : I
wi s h  1  h a d  a wi f e -  l i k e  yours^ M i n e  i s  o k a y ,  b u t . . . .  I 
w ish  s h e ’d u n d e r s t a n d .  He r e  we  h a v e  a m a r r i a g e  which  
m a n a g e s  to  k e e p  g o i n g  a l o n g ,  l o o k s  f a i r l y  s o l i d  on the 
o u t s i d e  but  c e r t a i n l y  has  a l e a k y  b o t t o m  b e l o w  the  water 
l i n e .  I g iv e  t h e s e  c o u p l e s  l e s s  t ha n  a 5 0 -  50 c h a n c e  to 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i n i s h  t h e i r  we d d e d  l i f e t i m e  p e r i o d .

N e x t  l e t ' s  t i p - t o e  i n t o  t he  h o u s e h o l d  of  t he  E- Wi f e . 
H e r e  t he  l e a k y  b o t t o m  has  t u r n e d  i n t o  a w h o l e  p l a n k  
m i s s i n g  and e v e r y b o d y  is  b a i l i n g  w a t e r  by t he  b u c k e t f u l .  
She  d o e s  no t  w a n t  a d i v o r c e  but  w o n ’ t h a v e  a n y t h i n g  to 
do w i t h  t h a t  ’’h o r r i b l e  t h i n g ” . She  w o n ’ t l i f t  a f i n g e r  
to  h e l p  h i m  in a n y t h i n g  h a v i n g  to  do wi t h  T V i s m .  She 
l a k e s  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  to s p e a k  d i s p a r a g i n g l y  of  hi s  
TV f r i e n d s ,  e v e n  i f  s h e ’s n e v e r  m e t  t h e m .  He h o p e f u l 
l y  l e a v e s  T V i a  l y i n g  ar o und  t he  h o u s e  h o p i n g  t ha t  she' l l  
be  c u r i o u s  e n o u g h  to at  l e a s t  r e a d  a b o u t  i t ,  but  she  
w o n ’ t .  She  r e f n s e s  to be "c o n t a m i n a t e d " w i t h  this- te r 
r i b l e  p e r v e r s i o n .  Eve r y  t i m e  t h e y  h a v e  a q u a r r e l ,  the 
f i r s t  t h i n g  s h e ’ l l  t hrow b a c k  at  h i m  is  h i s  b e i n g  a_TV.
If  she  g e t s  ma d  e n o u g h  s h e ’l l  g o  t h r o u g h  h i s  c l o s e t  when 
he  i s  at  t he  o f f i c e  and p r o c e e d  to d e s t r o y  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
e v e r y t h i n g  f e m i n i n e  he  o w n s .  S h e ' l l  be s u s p i c i o u s  of  
any  p a c k a g e  he- b r i n g s  i n t o  t he  h o u s e .  S h e ’ l l  w a t c h  
l i k e  a h a w k  e v e r y  t i m e  he  i s  p a c k i n g  to go  on a bus iness  
t r i p  to m a k e  sure he  d o e s n ’t s l i p  s o m e t h i n g  f e m i n i n e  
i n t o  h i s  s u i t c a s e .

S h e  f r a n k l y  t e l l s  h e r s e l f  t h a t  s h e ' d  r a t h e r  s e e  h i m  
drunk t h a n  d r e s s e d  as a w o m a n .  And m a n y  t i m e s  i t  
turns- out  to  be j u s t  t ha t !  ! He is  so f r u s t r a t e d  t h a t  he 
e x c h a n g e s  t he  g i r d l e  for a b o t t l e .  T h e  t r a g i c  t h i n g  of 
th e s e  m a r r i a g e s  i s  t h a t  her  a n t a g o n i s m  t o wa r d s  hi s  TV
i s m  c r e a t e s  a r e s e n t m e n t  on b o th  s ides  t h a t  b e g i n s  to 
e x p a n d  and i n c l u d e  o t h e r  thi-ngs t ha t  h a v e  n o t h i n g  to
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do wi t h  h i s  T V i s m .  He w i l l  t h i n k  of  her  as a n a g g i n g ,  
u n g r a t e f u l  w i f e :  " Af t e r  a l l ,  " - - h e  s ays ,  "I g i v e  her
e v e r y t h i n g  she  wa n t s ,  I n e v e r  r e f u s e  her  m o n e y .  Why  
c a n ’t she r e c i p r o c a t e  in t h i s  one  t h i n g ? "  And she says :  
"He d o e s  i t  j u s t  to  u p s e t  m e .  He kno ws  h o w  s e n s i t i v e  
I am "to t h a t  t h i n g  and he  i n s i s t s  on t o r t u r i n g  m e .  H e ’ s 
c r u e l  and u n g r a t e f u l .  Af t e r  a l l ,  I am a g o o d  w i f e .  I 
k e e p  h o u s e ,  c o o k  h i s  m e a l s ,  t a k e  c a r e  of  h i m  w h e n  h e ’ s 
s i c k . ,  so,  why c a n ’t he_ do t h i s  one  l i t t l e  t h i n g  I ask;  
s top d r e s s i n g . "  T h e  E - W i f e  f e e l s  she  has  b e e n  c h e a t e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  she  f ound  out  a b o u t  h i s  T V i s m  a f t e r  t he  
w e d d i n g .  But i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  e v e n  i f  she  was  t o l d  a b o u t  
i t  b e f o r e ,  s h e ’l l  say t h a t  she  n e v e r  d r e a m e d  i t  was  so  
m u c h  of  an o b s e s s i o n .  She  was  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  
p e i  se w o u l d  e r a s e  t h a t  s i l l y  d e s i r e  of  h i s .  In o t h e r  
c a s e s  s h e ’l l  e v e n  add j e a l o u s y  to her  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  
T V i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he  m a k e s  a g o o d  l o o k i n g  T V .  She  
w o n ’t a d m i t  i t ,  but  i f  by s o m e  m i r a c l e  she i s  d r a g g e d  
to a TV p a r t y ,  s h e ’ l l  be  g r e e n  wi t h  e n v y  s e e i n g  t h a t  
hubby  is t he  c e n t e r  of  a t t r a c t i o n  and not  her !  It m a y  
s ound i n c r e d i b l e ,  but  i t  d o e s  h a p p e n !  ! ! She  a s s u m e s  
t h a t  to  be a TV m e a n s  to  w a n t  to c h a n g e  sex and i s  
s c a r e d  to d e a t h  of  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  her  h u s b a n d  w i l l  
s o m e d a y  d e c i d e  to buy a t i c k e t  for C a s a b l a n c a .

If t he  t r a i t s  of  t he  E - w i f e  are  i n t e n s i f i e d  a t e e n s y  
b i t  mo r e  we  g e t  the  F - W i f e . She  i s  l i v i n g  h e l l  for t he  
T V .  When she f i n d s  out ,  she l i t e r a l l y  h i t s  t he  c e i l i n g - -  
c a l l s  h i m  f o u l  n a m e s .  . . and I n i t i a t e s  a v e r i t a b l e  I n q u i s 
i t i o n  p e r i o d  for the  poor  g u y .  She  w o n ’t t h i n k  a n y t h i n g  
of  t e l l i n g  the  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e i r  f a t h e r  i s  a p e r v e r t .  
S h e ’ l l  s pr e ad  the  n e w s  a m o n g  h e r  c i r c l e  of  f r i e n d s  and  
p a i n t  for t h e m  a l l  sort s  of  w e i r d  r i t e s  t h a t  "he m a k e s  
me  w i t n e s s " .  She  l o v e s  the  e x c l a m a t i o n s  of  a m a z e m e n t  
a m o n g  her  g i r l  f r i e n d s  and o f f i c i a l l y  b e c o m e s  a " v i c t i m  
of  t h a t  s o - a n d - s o  o f  her  h u s b a n d .  If  h e  s u g g e s t s  a d i v 
o r c e ,  s h e ’ l l  t h r e a t e n  to drag  h i s  n a m e  t h r o u g h  t he  mud  
in c o u r t  and w i l l  a c t u a l l y  p r o c e e d  tU- do so .  I know  
mo r e  t ha n  o n e  c a s e  in w h i c h  t h e  TV I n v o l v e d  was  l i t e r 
a l l y  run out  of  t own b e c a u s e  of  t he  " r e v e l a t i o n s  m a d e  
at  t he  t r i a l  by h i s  w i f e ” r At  no  t i m ^  w i l l  she  s how t he  
s l i g h t e s t  d e s i r e  to u n d e r s t a n d  or l e a # n > a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
T V i s m .  She  e q u a t e s  i t  c o m p l e t e l y  wi t h  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  
and s h e ’ l l  p o s i t i v e l y  r e f u s e  e v e n  to l i s t e n  to  p a c i f y i n g  
words  f rom a f r i e n d  or e v e n  a p r i e s t  or p s y c h i a t r i s t .
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T h i s  i s  t he  m o s t  h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  i n  t he  wo r l d  as far as 
she  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  and t h a t ’s t h a t .  I r e c e n t l y  l e a r n e d  
o f  a c a s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  w i f e  j u s t  w a l k e d  out  on h i m  t a k 
i n g  t he  c h i l d r e n  wi t h  h e r .  She  w o u l d  no t  e x p o s e  her  
l i t t l e  " a n g e l s ” e v e n  for a m i n u t e  to h i s  p e r v e r t i n g  i n 
f l u e n c e .  T h e  poor  TV was  a c t u a l l y  i n  t e a r s  w h e n  he  
t o l d  m e  t he  s t o r y .

So we  c o m e  to  t he  end  of  t h i s  r a t h e r  i n c o m p l e t e  and 
a d m i t t e d l y  b i a s e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  TV w i v e s .  A,  B, & 
C - w i v e s  are  a w f u l l y  hard to  f i n d .  T h e i r  n u mb e r  h o w 
e v e r ,  i s  p o s s i b l y  m u c h  l a r g e r  t han  we i m a g i n e  i f  we  
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  are  t h o u s a n d s  of  T V ' s  w e ' l l  p r o b a b l y  
n e v e r  h e a r  a b o u t  who  are  h a p p i l y  T V - i n g  at  h o m e  wi t h  
s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  A or B w i f e .  But a g a i n ,  t h i s  m i g h t  be  
w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  be t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  
are  c a u g h t  i n  t he  D E F c a t e g o r y  and t h a t ' s  why  one  
f e e l s  l i k e  s a y i n g  to a l l  T V ’s c o n t e m p l a t i n g  m a r r i a g e :  
" D o n ’ t,  c h a n c e s  are  y o u ’l l  be  s o r r y . "  T h e r e  are  ma n y  
c a s e s  of  e a r l y  a c c e p t a n c e  by t he  s w e e t h e a r t  ( and  l a t e r ,  
t h e  b r i d e )  w h i c h  turn i n t o  n o n a c c e p t a n c e  and h o s t i l i t y  
a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  f e w  m o n t h s  or e v e n  y e a r s  of  m a r r i a g e .  
T h i s  i s  t he  m o s t  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  for any T V . ,  
to f i n d  t h a t  h i s  A - w i f e  i s  r a p i d l y  s l i p p i n g  down t he  
a l p h a b e t .  H o w e v e r ,  I p r e f e r  to  e n d  on an o p t i m i s t i c  
t h o u g h t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  own s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e ,  
t h e i r  b e t t e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and t h e i r  f e m i n 
i n e  t a l e n t s ,  a g o o d  m a n y  T V ’s are  a b l e  to push t h e i r  
r e l u c t a n t  w i v e s  u p wa r d s  t o w a r d s  t he  A and B p o s i t i o n s .

GOSSIP BITS ABOUT TV COUPLES I KNOW:
. . . . S h e  r e a l i z e s  h e ' s  g o t  b e t t e r  t a s t e  t h a n  h e r s e l f  for 
t h i n g s  f e m i n i n e  and l e t s  h i m  do the  b u y i n g  o f  her  
c l o t h e s  and m a k e u p . . . . T V  v a c a t i o n i n g  i s  m u c h  e a s i e r ,  
s he  j u s t  p a c k s  g i r l i e  t h i n g s .  M e n ’s s u i t s  are  so mu c h  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to f o l d  and p a c k . . . .  Any t i m e  she  wants  
to  g e t  a n e w h a i r  s t y l e  she  t r i e s  i t  f i r s t  on h i s  w i g  to 
s e e  wh a t  i t  l o o k s  l i k e . . . . S h e  was  so d i s g u s t e d  wi t h  his  
d r e s s i n g  t h a t  she  p u r p o s e d l y  s t a r t e d  to  g e t  f a t  so that  
h e  c o u l d n ’ t w e a r  her  c l o t h e s  any m o r e ,  i t  t u r n e d  out  to 
be  an e x p e n s i v e  e x p e r i m e n t  b e c a u s e  she  had to  buy a 
n e w w a r d r o b e  for h e r s e l f  and h e  had to do l i k e w i s e . . . .  
Ever  s i n c e  she  f o u n d  out  a b o u t  h i s  T V i s m  she  l e t s  h i m  
do t he  i r o n i n g  at  h o m e .  He d o e s  i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  she!
For X m a s  she  a l w a y s  b uy s  h i m  s o m e t h i n g  g i r l y  and even
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a s e c o n d  X m a s  card  a d d r e s s e d  to:  "My b e s t  g i r l  f r i e n d . ”
• • S h e ' s  a B - w i f e ,  but  s o m e h o w  she  c a n  n e v e r  b r i n g  h e r 
s e l f  to  c a l l  h i m  by h i s  f e m i n i n e  n a m e . . ( J o e  g e t s  so  
m a d T h e y  t h i n k  i t ' s  f u n n y  t he  way she  g e t s  out  of  
her bra and g i r d l e  the  m o m e n t  she  g e t s  h o m e  w h i l e  h e  
p r o c e e d s  to do j u s t  t he  o p p o s i t e . . and t h e y  b o t h  f e e l  so 
mu c h  mo r e  c om f o r t a b l e ! . . . . T h e  TV w i f e  who  is r e a l l y  
proud of  t he  f a c t  t ha t  h u b b y  j u s t  had hi s  e a r s  p i e r c e d  
( s he  t a l k e d  h i m  i n t o  i t ) . . T o  he r ,  t he  r e s t  o f  us are  j u s t  
c h i c k e n ! . . . A n d  so i t  g o e s . . u n t i l  n e x t  T V i a . . .

L o v e ,
S u s a n n a

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  S u s a n n a  has  c o m e  up w i t h  a v e r y  t h o u g h t
p r o v o k i n g  p i e c e  t h i s  t i m e . ,  o ne  t h a t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s t i r  
a l l  m a r r i e d  r e a d e r s  to a l i t t l e  ’’a g o n i z i n g  r e a p p r a i s a l ” 
of  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  s i t u a t i o n .  S i n c e  y o u  are  a l l  g o i n g  
to do t h i s  a n y w a y ,  why d o n ' t  we  m a k e  a l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t  out  of  i t .  It w i l l  be a v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  
the  f i e l d ,  and one  w h i c h  c o u l d  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  in no  
o t h e r  wa y  and by no o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a n  j u s t  we  TVs  o u r 
s e l v e s .

So i n  order  to a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  wi t h  t h e  l e a s t  c o n 
f u s i o n  p l e a s e  a n s w e r  t he  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  on a 3 X 5 
card or p i e c e  of  p a p e r  and m a i l  t h e m  in t o  C h e v a l i e r  
n o w - - T O D A Y ,  b e f o r e  y o u  f o r g e t  i t  so t h a t  we  w i l l  be  
a b l e  to t a b u l a t e  and r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  T V i a  # 2 3 .

1 .  I t h i n k  my w i f e  r a t e s  a _____ g r a d e
2 .  We h a v e  c h i l d r e n ,  y e s _____ no______
3.  My w i f e  k n e w  a b o u t  T V i s m  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e

•n y e  s_____ n o______
4 .  T h e y  know a b o u t  my  T V i s m _____

T h e y  d o n ' t  kn o w now but  we  p l a n  t o  t e l l  t h e m
i n t i m e _________
We d o n ’ t w a n t  t h e m  to  e v e r  k n o w^________
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<Vc^uua/

It a p p e a r s  to be t i m e  to i s s u e  a ne w w a r n i n g  and 
c o m m e n t a r y  c o n c e r n i n g  o b s c e n i t y  in the  m a i l  and in  
o n e ’ s p o s s e s s i o n .  Ma ny  p e o p l e  h a v e  no i d e a  of  the  
l e n g t h s  i n  t i m e  and i n  e f f o r t  t h a t  t he  Pos t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t 
m e n t  w i l l  go  i n  t r a c k i n g  do wn  p e r s o n s  who m a i l  f o r b i d 
d e n  m a t e r i a l .  T h e y  not  o n l y  go  a f t e r  the  i n d i v i d u a l  
h i m s e l f  but  t h e y  w i l l  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  re t ur n  a d d r e s s e s  of  
p e r s o n s  m a i l i n g  t h i n g s  to  h i m .  T h e s e  are a l s o  w a t c h e d  
and t he  n e t w o r k  s pr e ads .  If t h e y  f i nd  s o m e t h i n g  i n c r i m 
i n a t i n g  one  o f  t h e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  t h e y  t a k e  a c t i o n ,  i f  
a f t e r  a t i m e  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  turns  up t h e y  are l i k e l y  to 
" c a l l ” on t he  i n d i v i d u a l  and i f  i t ' h a p p e n s  to y o u ,  you  
w o n ’t l i k e  i t .

T h e  b e s t  and s a f e s t  way  to p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f  i s  to 
k e e p  y o u r  n o s e  c l e a n .  D O N ’T be a par t y  to s e n d i n g  or 
r e c e i v i n g  n ude  p i c t u r e s ,  shot s  of  p e o p l e  i n  c o m p r o m i s 
i n g  p o s i t i o n s ,  or v e r b a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  e r o t i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  
D o n ’ t c a r r y  on f u r t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  wi t h  a n y o n e  who  
s e n d s  y o u  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  e x c e p t  to t e l l  h i m  not  to 
w r i t e  a n y m o r e .  D o n ’ t k e e p  q u e s t i o n a b l e  m a t e r i a l  
ar o u n d  y o u r  h o u s e  or o f f i c e .  T h e , P *  O. now c o - o p e r a t 
e s  w i t h  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  so  t ha t  p r o s e c u t i o n  c a n  be  
c a r r i e d  out  under  s t a t e  l a w s  in order  to c i r c u m v e n t  r e 
c e n t  S u p r e m e  Co u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  B e l i e v e  me wh e n  a man 
r i n g s  y o ur  d o o r b e l l  and f l a s h e s  an I n s p e c t o r ’s card  you  
w i l l  turn to  j e l l y - - a n d  he  k n o ws  i t .  He w i l l  be a past  
m a s t e r  of  the  a l t e r n a t e  t o u g h  and b u d d y - b u d d y  approach  
so y o u  w o n ’ t know i f  he  i s  f r i e n d  or f o e .  You d o n ’ t 
h a v e  to  t e l l  h i m  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  your  a t t o r n e y  present ,  
but  h e ’l l  be  so f r i e n d l y  t ha t  y o u  w i l l  no t  b o t h e r  about  
t h e  a t t o r n e y .  You m a y  be c o m p l e t e l y  i n n o c e n t ,  but  
y o u  w i l l  be  s c a r e d ,  and w h e n  t he  i n t e r v i e w  is  over  a 
s t a t e m e n t  w i l l  be d r a f t e d  and y o u  w i l l  be a s k e d  to sign 
i t .  It w i l l  t h e n  be  in the  f i l e s .  If  y o u  are  i n n o c e n t  
n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  w i l l  h a p p e n ,  but  t ha t  d o c u m e n t  remai ns  
t h e r e  f o r e v e r  a f t e r  as an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  we r e  at 
o n e  t i m e  a s u s p e c t  i n  an o b s c e n e  m a i l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
I d o n ’ t t h i n k  y o u ’ d c a r e  for t h a t .



I h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  for l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  of  our 
Pe r s on  to Pe r s o n  c o l u m n  to m e m b e r s  o f  C O N T A C T  or 
FPE who are w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  f o r ms  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  c a r ds  
on the t a b l e .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  was  i n s t i t u t e d  p r e c i s e l y  
b e c a u s e  of  wh a t  I h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  T w o  y e a r s  
a g o  b e f o r e  t h i s  r u l e  w h e n  ads  we r e  a c c e p t e d  o p e n l y ,  
one  was run by a p e r s o n  in O h i o .  S e v e r a l  o f  our p e o p l e  
a n s w e r e d  i t .  A n e t w o r k  of  c r os s  r e f e r e n c e  was  s e t  up 
w h i c h  is s t i l l  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  One of  our b e s t  k n o w n  
r e a d e r s  was  v i s i t e d  j u s t  l a s t  m o n t h  b e c a u s e  he  had  
w r i t t e n  and s e n t  p e r f e c t l y  d e c e n t  f e m m e  p i c t u r e s  to a 
p e r s o n  who had p r e v i o u s l y  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t he  pa r t y  
in O h i o .  E v e r y t h i n g  was  c l e a n ,  but  he  was  put  to the  
e m b a r r a s s m e n t  of  t he  i n t e r v i e w ,  v e i l e d  a c c u s a t i o n  and  
i m p l i c a t i o n  and f i n a l l y  t he  s t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  he  was  a s k 
ed to s i g n .

My l i m i t i n g  the  s e r v i c e s  of  C O N T A C T  t o  t h o s e  who  
h a v e  f i l l e d  out  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  d e s i g n e d  to s c r e e n  p e o p l e  
to s uch an e x t e n t  as I c a n ,  but  t h i s  c a n n o t  be i n f a l l i b l e .  
So j u s t  d o n ’t m a i l  a n y t h i n g  q u e s t i o n a b l e  and d o n ’t r e 
c e i v e  or k e e p  i t  e i t h e r .  I t h i n k  as a r e s u l t  of  my  tr i p  
to W a s h i n g t o n  and t h e i r  own i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t he  P.  O.  
D e p t ,  knows  t h a t  T V i s m  per  se i s  n e i t h e r  o b s c e n e  nor  
h o m o s e x u a l .  But t h e y  are a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  a l o t  of  
f r i n g e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who  m a y  i n d u l g e  i n  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  
a l o n g  wi t h  o t h e r  p a s t i m e s  t ha t  t h e y  v i e w  w i t h  a v e r y  
j a u n d i c e d  e y e .  Thus  t h e y  k e e p  c o n t i n u a l l y  at  i t  t r y i n g  
to f e r r e t  out  t h o s e  who  m i s u s e  the  m a i l s  so D O N ’T be  
a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o m t h e y  are  l o o k i n g  f o r .

If,  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  i n n o c e n t l y  c o r r e s p o n d e d  wi t h  
s o m e o n e  t h e y  are  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  y o u  h a v e  an ’’ i n t e r 
v i e w ” , be  p o l i t e ,  be  f i r m and d o n ’ t be  p a n i c e d  or m a n 
i p u l a t e d  i n t o  g i v i n g  the  n a m e s  o f  o t h e r s .  T h e y  h a v e  a 
j o b  to do,  t rue ,  but  t h e y  h a v e  no p e r s o n a l  c o n c e r n  for  
t h o s e  t ha t  t h e y  are i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  If  y o u  are  c l e a n  say  
so,  s t i c k  to i t  and l e t  i t  g o  at  t h a t . .  . N a m e ,  rank and  
s e r i a l  n u mb e r  l i k e  i n  t he  m o v i e s ,  but  f i r s t ,  BE CLEAN.
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“VIRGIN VIEW S” —  by VIRGINIA

T o  s o m e  t h a t  w i l l  sound l i k e  a s t u p i d  t i t l e  b e c a u s e  
s uc h  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h e y  kn o w the  a ns we r  - - Sex  ! But to  
t h o s e  of  us wh o  t h i n k  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  and pr obe  a l i t t l e  
d e e p e r  i t  b e c o m e s  v e r y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  not  o n l y  i s  sex  not  
a s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n s w e r  but  t h a t  t he  c o m p l e t e  a ns we r  has  
as y e t  no t  b e e n  put  on p a p e r .

I s u p p o s e  t h a t  I g e t  e x p o s e d  to mo r e  f a c e t s  of  T V -  
i s m  t han  a n y o n e  e v e r  h a s - - i n  my c a p a c i t y  as Edi t or  of  
T V i a  t h a t  i s .  Of  c o u r s e ,  at  t he  s a m e  t i m e  I am mor e  
f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  m o s t  i n  my  h o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o o .  As 
a r e s u l t  I f i nd  m y s e l f  s p e n d i n g  a rl o t  o f  t i m e  c o g i t a t i n g  
a b o u t  t h i s  w h o l e  t h i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  mo r e  i n 
v o l v e d  i n  T V i s m  t ha n  m e e t s  t he  e y e .  If  y o u  w i l l  s i t  
do wn  q u i e t l y  by y o u r s e l f  s o m e t i m e  and ask y o u r s e l f ,
" j u s t  wh a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  am I g e t t i n g  out  o f  c r o s s - d r e s s 
i n g  and wh a t  are  t he  m o t i v a t i o n s  for thi s  a c t i v i t y ,  ” 
y o u  w i l l  f i r s t  say  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  ’’th e  c l o t h e s  are pret ty ,  
or s o f t ,  or c o m f o r t a b l e ,  e t c . ” T h e s e  a n s w e r s  are c l a s s 
i c a l ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  by e v e r y  T V .  But I ’m sure,  
w i t h  a l i t t l e  m o r e  t h o u g h t  y o u  w i l l  a g r e e  t ha t  t h e y  do 
no t  r e a l l y  a n s w e r  the  q u e s t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
m o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l .

T h e  s t a n d a r d  p s y c h i a t r i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s  are  a l s o  un
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h e r e  are  e n t i r e l y  t o o  m a n y  TVs  wi t h  no 
h i s t o r y  o f  b e i n g  d r e s s e d  as g i r l s  wh e n  s m a l l ,  e i t h e r  for 
f un or p u n i s h m e n t ;  t o o  m a n y  w h o s e  m o t h e r s  did NOT 
w a n t  l i t t l e  g i r l s  and d i d n ’ t t r e a t  t h e i r  sons  as t hough  
t h e y  w e r e  g i r l s ;  t o o  m a n y  w h o s e  f a t h e r s  we r e  g o o d  
i m a g e s ,  w h o s e  h o m e  l i f e  was  n o r m a l  and w h o s e  t r e a t 
m e n t  was  j u s t  l i k e  any  o t h e r  b o y ’s w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  
y e t  t h e y  b e c o m e  TVs  in l a t e r  l i f e .  Nor c a n  i t  be  e x 
p l a i n e d  as a f e t i s h  s i n c e  by d e f i n i t i o n  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  
s e x u a l  r e l e a s e  and we h a v e  q u i t e  a n u m b e r  of  s t i l l a c t -  
i v e  TVs  who  are  w e l l  i n t o  t h e i r  60s ,  70s  and e v e n  80s,  
w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e y  are  b e y o n d  the t i m e  of  e f f e c t i v e  
s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  N e i t h e r  c a n  i t  be  s i m p l e  n a r c i s s i s m  
s i n c e  o n c e  s t a r t e d  i t  c o n t i n u e s  l o n g  p a s t  the  t i m e  when
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there is m u c h  b e a u t y  to a d m i r e  i n  t he  m i r r o r .  ( W h i l e  
there are  t h o s e  who c r o s s  d ress  i n  t he  c o u r s e  of  o t h e r  
p l eas ur es  of  a m a s o c h i s t i c  n a t u r e ,  t h i s  t y p e  of m o t i v a t 
ion is out  of  t he  f i e l d  of  our  c o n s i d e r a t i o n . ) So a l l  t h e  
usual  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f a i l  t o  h o l d  up as I h a v e  p o i n t e d  o u t  
in o t her  e d i t o r i a l s .  So w h a t  is i n v o l v e d ?

Wel l ,  i t  s e e m s  to  me  t h a t  t he  TV d o e s n ’ t so m u c h  
seek f e m i n i n i t y  as he  s t r i v e s  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  " g e t  l o s t "  
f rom m a s c u l i n i t y .  I was w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  one  of t h e  b i g  
hot e l s  t he  o t h e r  day  an d  o b s e r v e d  a l l  t he  shops  d i s p l a y 
ing a l l  t he  v a r i e t y  of  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g ,  j e w e l r y  and 
a c c e s s o r i e s .  Wi l d  d e s i g n s ,  w i e r d  s h a p e s ,  i n f i n i t e  v a r 
i e t i e s  of s t y l e ,  c o l o r ,  p u r p o s e ,  e t c . ,  and  t he  t h o u g h t  
occured  to m e ,  " I  w o n d e r  i f  one  of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a p p 
eals to us i n  our  T V i s m  is t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  for  
in the a l m o s t  i n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y  of s e l f  e x p r e s s i o n  a v a i l 
able to w o m e n .  P e r h a p s  t h e  words  c a p r i c i o u s n e s s ,  v a r 
i ety and n o n - c o n f o r m i t y  b e s t  e x p r e s s  w h a t  I m e a n .  T h e y  
are in such c o n t r a s t  t o  w h a t  s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  of t he  m a l e -  
he is s u p p o s e d  to be c o n s t a n t ,  e n d u r i n g ,  s t e a d f a s t ,  c o n 
s e r v a t i v e  in  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  and  p l a i n .  So h i s  
c l o t h i n g  is h e a v y ,  r o u g h ,  c o u r s e ,  s i m p l e  and  p l a i n  t o  
be c o n s i s t a n t  wi t h  t h e s e  t r a i t s .

If a w o m a n  w i s h e s  she c a n  w e a r  t h i s  t y p e  of  c l o t h 
ing too,  b u t  wh e n  i t  b e f i t s  h e r  to be s e d u c t i v e  and s o f t ,  
she wear s  s i l k s ,  s a t i n s ,  j e r s e y  and  b r i g h t  c o l o r s .  If  
she j u s t  wa n t s  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  or c a r e l e s s ,  or to a t t r a c t  
a t t e n t i o n  she p u t s  on s o me  o u t l a n d i s h  h a t  or s o m e  new 
kind of ga r b  and  i n  e f f e c t  says ,  " t h e  h e c k  wi t h  y o u ,  
world,  " t hus  p a r t i a l l y  e s c a p i n g  f r o m h e r  c a r e s  and p r o b 
l ems .

Th e  m a l e ,  on t he  o t h e r  h a n d ,  go es  on f r om day  to 
day,  y e a r  to y e a r  and  a l m o s t  g e n e r a t i o n  to g e n e r a t i o n  
wi t hou t  r e c o u r s e  to t h i s  s u b t l e  way of  g e t t i n g  away  
from h i m s e l f .  I w o n d e r  i f  we TVs d o n ’ t s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  
r e sen t  t h i s  m a s c u l i n e  s t r a i g h t j  a c k e t  we a r e  i n  and  f i n d  
r e l e a s e  in  t he  a b i l i t y  t o  e n t e r  a wo r l d  of  so m u c h  g r e a t 
er f r e e d o m  of  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n .  Whe n  a TV says  h e  
f inds r e l a x a t i o n  i n  d r e s s i ng  I d o n ’t t h i n k  t h i s  is q u i t e  
the r i g h t  word.  A m a n  r e l a x e s  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  s e n s e  of 
the word wh e n  he r e a d s  a good  b o o k ,  p l a y s  g o l f  or l i e s
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i n  t h e  sun a t  t h e  b e a c h ,  b e c a u s e  he  ior_ge_ts, for  t he  
t i m e  b e i n g ,  h i s  u s u a l  p r o b l e m s .  But  t h e r e  is a wo r l d  
of  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  ( a n d  p h y s i o l o g i c a l )  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
f o r g e t t i n g  p r o b l e m s ,  and  s i m p l y  n o t  h a v i n g  t h e m .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  our  F e m m e s e l v e s  j u s t  do n o t  h a v e  t he  p r o b 
l e m s  and  w o r r i e s  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  s y m b o l i c a l l y  e n t e r e d  
a wo r l d  i n  w h i c h  our  u s u a l  p r o b l e m s  do n o t  e x i s t .

I do n o t  m e a n  to i m p l y  by t he  a b o v e  t h a t  w o m e n  
do n o t  h a v e  r e a l  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e y  do,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  w o m 
e n ’s p r o b l e m s  n o t  m e n ’s.  Both s e x e s  m a y  h a v e  the  
c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s  of  m a k i n g  a l i v i n g ,  p a y i n g  t he  r e n t  
e t c . ,  b u t  I ’m r e f e r r i n g  to t he  m o r e  s u b t l e  p r o b l e m s  of 
j u s t  h a v i n g  to  a l w a y s  be M E . . .  t he  s am e  old ME and no 
e s c a p e  f r om w h a t  I am s u p p o s e d  to be and  d o . . . f r o m  
w h a t  s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  of  t h i s  ME.  T h a t  ME is l e f t  b e 
h i n d  wh e n  I e n t e r  t h e  f e m m e - w o r l d  and thus  I c e a s e  to 
h a v e  t h e  s a m e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  c o n s t a n c y ,  s o l i d i t y ,  e t c .  
e t c .  I l e a r n e d  t h i s  c l e a r l y  one day  wh e n  I w a n t e d  a 
w i d e  s u n h a t  to go w i t h  a w h i t e  dr es s  wi t h  go l d  b e l t ,  
s h o e s  and  a c c e s s o r i e s .  I f o u n d  a w h i t e  s t r aw h a t  wi t h  
b i g  go l d  s e q u i n s  on i t .  To  a m a n  i t  was j u s t  a n o t h e r  
s i l l y  w o m a n ' s  h a t ,  and  as C h a r l e s  t h a t  is j u s t  t he  way 
I f e l t  a b o u t ,  i t .  But  C h a r l e s  d i d n ' t  buy  i t ,  V i r g i n i a  
d i d  and  I f e l t  v e r y  f e m i n i n e  and  in s t y l e  wi t h  i t .  A p p 
a r e n t l y  o t h e r s  t h o u g h t  so t oo  as one w o m a n  c a m e  up to 
me  as we e n t e r e d  a s t o r e  and  s a i d ,  "My d e a r ,  I j u s t  
w a n t e d  to  t e l l  you  how n i c e  t h a t  h a t  l o o k s  w i t h  your  
o u t f i t ,  I saw you  c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  and j u s t  
w a n t e d  to t e l l  y o u  s o . ” You c a n  i m a g i n e  I was k n o c k e d  
o f f  my p i n s  by t h i s ,  b u t  I g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i t ,  for  
I k n e w I h a d  " a r r i v e d " .  You d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was w o r r y 
i n g  a b o u t  p a y r o l l s ,  s a l e s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  e t c . ,  a t  a t i me  
l i k e  t h a t  do y o u ?  T h a t  w a s n ’t r e l a x a t i o n  t h a t  was j u s t  
l i v i n g ,  and  Man  I d i g  t h a t ,  l i k e  WOW!

VIRGINIA



EDITORIAL 
EMANATIONS

b y  y%six^i/nJbaS
I.  DELAY AND THE F UTURE;  A p a r t  f r o m  t he  u s u a l  p r o b -  
l e m s  of  g e t t i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  e d i t e d ,  p r i n t e d  and  m a i l 
ed,  J o y c e ’s d e a t h  has  a d d e d  a new f a c t o r .  T h i s  i s s u e  
was d e l a y e d  b e c a u s e  of  i t .  As t o  t he  f u t u r e ,  I m u s t  
r e c o r d  s o me  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and i n d e c i s i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .
Not  a b o u t  T V i a  i t s e l f ,  b u t  f r a n k l y  I d o n ’t kn o w a b o u t  
t h e  F e m m e M i r r o r .  I h a v e  no one i n  m i n d  a t  p r e s e n t  
who c o u l d  c a r r y  on in  t he  way t h a t  J o y c e  d i d .  W i t h o u t
a d o u b t  I ssue #20 due  t he  1 5 t h  of Au g .  w i l l  be  o m i t t e d ,  
w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  r e s u m e  t h e r e a f t e r  r e m a i n s  t o  be  s e e n .
If  i t  is d i s c o n t i n u e d  of  c o u r s e  i t  m e a n s  a l o t  of  b o o k 
k e e p i n g  to r e a d j u s t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  p a i d  i n  a d v a n c e  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e d  t he  M i r r o r .  At  t he  m o m e n t  I j u s t  d o n ’t k n o w .  
T h i s  has  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t  of  a F r a n k e n s t e i n  and  is g o 
i n g  to r e q u i r e  s ome  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r n a l  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  
so p l e a s e  be u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  p a t i e n t .

I I . PAY M ENT J O  R IT EM S ; I r e c e i v e  q u i t e  a l o t  of  p a y 
m e n t s  in c a s h .  T h i s  is a l l  r i g h t  wi t h  m e ,  b u t  d a n g e r 
ous for  y o u .  Al l  m a i l  s e n t  t o  me  does  n o t  g e t  h e r e ,  
n e i t h e r  do a l l  s h i p m e n t s  ou t  a r r i v e  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  
One c a n  s top p a y m e n t s  on c h e c k s  and  m o n e y  o r d e r s ,
b u t  n o t  on c a s h .  When  c a s h  p a y m e n t  does  n o t  a r r i v e  
and t he  s u b s c r i b e r  c o m p l a i n s  of  n o n - r e c e i p t  i t  i s  a l w a y s  
e m b a r r a s s i n g  to me  s i n c e  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  a l w a y s  e x i s t s  
i n  h i s  m i n d  t h a t  I go t  t h e  c a s h  b u t  d e n i e d  i t .  I d o n ’ t 
l i k e  to be p l a c e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  so I re c o m m e  n d p a y 
m e n t  i n  c h e c k s  and  m o n e y  o r d e r s .

I I I .  C O DE NUMBERS: New s u b s c r i b e r s ,  as s oon  as t h e y
f i nd  we h a v e  c o d e  n u m b e r s  w r i t e  and  ask  for  o n e .  I 
d o n ' t  a s s i g n  c o d e s  u n t i l  t he  p e r s o n  h a s  p u r c h a s e d  s e v e r 
a l  t i m e s  to a v o i d  c l u t t e r i n g  t h e  f i l e  w i t h  a l o t  of  d e a d  
n u m b e r s .  P e o p l e  who buy o n c e  or t w i c e  and  q u i t  b e 
c a u s e  T V i a  j u s t  i s n ’ t for  t h e m  a r e  n u m e r o u s .  On c e  
e v e r y  c o u p l e  of  m o n t h s  I f i n d  t i m e  to go o v e r  c a r d s  and  
a s s i g n  n u m b e r s ,  so y o u ’l l  g e t  one  i n  t i m e .

IV.  T h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  p e o p l e
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t o o  l a z y  to  c r e a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  who t ry to l a t c h  on to 
t h e  work of  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  L a t e s t  e n t r y  is "SHE MALE" 
a h a r d  b o u n d  b o o k  t h a t  is a d i r e c t  s t e a l  on a l m o s t  a 
word  for  word  b a s i s  f r om REVERSE SEX.  H o w e v e r ,  i t  is 
$ 5 - 7  i n  s t o r e s  a g a i n s t  $3 for  t h e  l a t t e r .  I ts a u t h o r  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  f i n d  h i m s e l f  sued  by t he  E n g l i s h  p u b l i s h e r  
for  h i s  b l a t a n t  s t e a l .

V.  .CIRCLE OF SEX; T h i s  b o o k l e t  was m e n t i o n e d  b r i e f 
ly i n  T V i a  # 2 0 ,  b u t  n o t  a g a i n  b e c a u s e  I d i d  no t  r e c e i v e  
my s h i p m e n t  f r o m i t s  p u b l i s h e r s  for  s o m e t i m e .  Now 
t h a t  I h a v e ,  I ' d  l i k e  to r e c o m m e n d  i t  a g a i n .  I ts on l y  
$ 2 . 7 5  p o s t  p a i d ,  b u t  I t h i n k  y ou  w i l l  f i nd  i t  n o t  onl y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  u s e f u l  as a g u i d e  i n  c l a s s i f y i n g  p e o p l e .

VI .  FA JiX A SiA ^ Man y  of y o u  used to r e a d  " F A N T A S I A ” , 
and s o me  s t i l l  wo u l d  i f  i t  h a d n ’ t gone  ou t  of p r i n t .
P u r e l y  as a s e r v i c e  to t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  as I ' m  no t  i n 
t e r e s t e d  in p r o m o t i n g  o t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  I h a v e  run 
a c r o s s  a m a n  who ha s  a l a r g e  s t o c k  of b a c k  i s s u e s  of 
t h i s  m a g a z i n e .  He has  I s  3, 10,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,
18,  19,  20 and  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i s s u e  # 2 .  T h e s e  I w i l l  
g e t  and  m a i l  to y ou  a t  $ 1 . 5 0  e a c h  i f  y ou  w i l l  o r d e r  3
or m o r e  a t  a t i m e  as I h a v e  to m a k e  a s p e c i a l  t r i p  to 
p i c k  t h e m  u p - - I  d o n ’ t s t o c k  t h e m .  T h e r e  is a l s o  Vo l .
I l l  w h i c h  is a c o m b i n a t i o n  of  #s 9, 10,  11,  and  12,  and 
t h i s  co s t s  $ 3 . 5 0  ( t h i s  c a n  be o r d e r e d  a l o n e ) .

VI I .  AVAI L ABI L I T Y OF NEW ITEMS:  When we c h a n g e d
s i z e  w i t h  T V i a  #21 i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  up a new 
p r i c e  l i s t  t o  go i n  i t .  S i n c e  o n c e  m a d e  t h i s  goes  on 
for  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s ,  i t  was a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o j e c t  e x 
p e c t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n t o  i t .  Th u s  " SCARCI TY of NUR
SES" and  "WIG WISDOM" h a d  to be l i s t e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e y  we r e  no t  r e a d y  for  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  S o me  of  you  h a v e  
p a i d  for  t h e s e  and  I w a n t  y ou  t o  know t h a t  t h e y  ar e  
down  on y o u r  c a r d  and  w i l l  be s h i p p e d  wh e n  a v a i l a b l e .  
" S C AR C I T Y"  is a l l  d o n e  b u t  t he  b i n d i n g  and  w i l l  be 
r e a d y ,  I h o p e ,  in t he  n e x t  2 Weeks .  "WISDOM" h a s n ’t 
e v e n  b e e n  w r i t t e n  y e t ,  and  wi t h  t h e  new c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  on by J o y c e ’s d e a t h  i t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be d e l a y 
ed ,  so a g a i n  p l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d .

VI I I .  S_UBMIS_SION QF_ MAT E RI AL S : T h i s  m a g a z i n e  and
our o t h e r  i t e m s  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  up
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of m a t e r i a l  s e n t  i n  by our  own p e o p l e .  If  y o u  c a n  w r i t e ,  
draw,  or t i t l e  c a r t o o n s  p i t c h  i n  and  s end  s o m e t h i n g  i n .  
D o n ’t be s u r p r i s e d  i f  I d o n ’t use i t  r i g h t  a w a y ,  as I h a v e  
to p l a n  q u i t e  a way a h e a d  and b e c a u s e  I h a v e  to s e l e c t  
i t e m s  to m a k e  up a r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l  r o u n d e d  m a g a z i n e .
So s ome  t h i n g s  s t a y  i n  t he  f i l e  for  s o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  
p r i n t i n g ,  b u t  I h a v e  to h a v e  a b a c k l o g  to s e l e c t  f r o m .  
P o e t r y ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  is s o m e t h i n g  m a n y  p e o p l e  c a n  do 
but  our c o n t r i b u t o r s  i n  t h i s  l i n e  a r e  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  We 
can  s t an d  m o r e  p o e t r y  so how a b o u t  t h e  b a r d s  a m o n g  
you g e t t i n g  b u s y .  I s t i l l  wo u l d  l i k e  to h a v e  l e t t e r s  
f rom wi ves  e v e n  t h o u g h  t he  w i v e s  b o o k  ha s  b e e n  p r i n t e d  
( i t s  gone  i n t o  i t s  s e c o n d  p r i n t i n g  t o o ) .  T h e s e  l e t t e r s  
a p p e a r i n g  in T V i a  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s e r v e  to h e l p  b o t h  new 
TVs and new wi v e s  t h a t  m a y  p i c k  up t he  m a g a z i n e ,  so 
i f  you h a v e  an " A ” or " BM wi f e  ( s e e  S u s a n n a ’s c o l u m n  
in thi s  i s s ue )  g e t  h e r  to w r i t e  i n  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  h e r  
v i ew of  T V .

IX.  SPECI AL C O N T RIBUTIONS:  Ou t s i de  of  t h e  u s u a l
s t o r i e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  e t c .  I am a l w a y s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r 
e s t e d  in r e c e i v i n g  l e t t e r s  f r o m w i v e s  as one  of t h e s e  
e v e r y  now and  a g a i n  i n  T V i a  is e n c o u r a g i n g  to t h o s e  
TVs who a r e  n o t  m a r r i e d  and  h e l p f u l  to o t h e r  w i v e s  who  
do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .  M a y b e  S u s a n n a ’s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  
wi ves  in h e r  c o l u m n  of  t h i s  i s s u e  w i l l  s t i r  up s o m e  r e 
p l i e s  f r om " C ” and " D ” w i v e s .  In a d d i t i o n  to  t h e s e  I 
am p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n x i o u s  to g e t  s o m e  b r i e f  l e t t e r s  or 
a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  wi t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  m a t t e r  f r om t h o s e  
c o u p l e s  who h a v e  t o l d  a l l  or p a r t  of  t h e  s t o r y  t o  t he  
k i d s .  I wo u l d  l i k e  to p r i n t  a c o l l e c t i o n  of n o t e s  a b o u t  
t h i s  s u b j e c t  i f  I c a n  g e t  e n o u g h  t o g e t h e r  to m a k e  i t  
w o r t h w h i l e .  So i f  y o u  h a v e  t o l d  y o u r  k i d s ,  a l l o w e d  
t h e m  to f i n d  out  or b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  up 
t he  m a t t e r  and  send  i t  i n .

X . O Jjj^ R  SLIPS AGAIN:  You wo u l d  h e l p  me  a l o t  t o
g e t  yo u r  o r d e r s  of f  to y o u  and  to be a b l e  t o  t r a c e  b a c k  
whe n  a n y t h i n g  goes  wr o n g  i f  y o u  wo u l d  use t he  o r d e r  
s l i ps  p r i n t e d  in t he  b a c k  of e a c h  i s s u e .  T h e s e  I c a n  
f i l e  and  go b a c k  to i f  n e c e s s a r y  w h i c h  I c a n ’t do w i t h  
l e t t e r s .  T h e y  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  be c u t  ou t  so p l e a s e  do .
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i t e d  t o  m e m b e r s  of  FPE and  t o  t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  f i l l  ou t  a 
p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m w h i c h  w i l l  be s e n t  on r e q u e s t  
Ad d r e s s  a l l  a n s w e r s  t o  ads  a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  t o:
- C O N T A C T "  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  Bl vd .  Los A n g e l e s  19, C a l i f .

«Sc*#*##*###*###*## *#**#*##***###***####*##*###***#*#*******#**##*
3 2 - Z - 2  FPE S i n g l e  TV i n  f i f t i e s ,  l o v e  to m e e t  o t h e r  

T V ’s i n  New York and  W e s t c h e s t e r  a r e a .
P r o m i s e  to  a n s w e r  a l l  l e t t e r s .

Ri ta
# * # # * * # # # # # # # # # # # # * * * * * # # # # # * * # # # # # # # # * * * # * * # # # * # # * * # * * # * # * * # # 3 # *

5 - W - 9  S i n g l e  TV,  32,  wi s h es  c o r r e s p o n d  and  m e e t  
o t h e r s .  Los A n g e l e s  a r e a  p r e f e r r e d  b u t  w i l l  
a n s w e r  a n y o n e  who w r i t e s .

NANCY
# # # # # # # * * * # * * * * # # * # * * # # # # * * * # * # * # * # # * * # * * # * * # * # # * # # * # * # # # # ##Jie* <!#ijt

3 8 - K - 4  FPE " L o c k e d  Door "  FP wi s h e s  to c o r r e s p o n d  wi th 
o t h e r  F P ’s P h i l a .  a r e a .  Wi l l  a n s we r  a l l  l e t t e r s .

LORRAINE#**#*#*#***#******#**##***#****#*#***## **********##*####*#*##**##

BIZARRE FASHIONS fo r  Ladies £ Gentlemen

For High H eels, Sheer N ylons, C o rse ts , Waist 
W h itt le rs , Lace B ra s , p a n tie s , g lo v e s , net 
garm ents,Srubber p a n tie s , bras,sw im  wear and 
d r e s s e s , buy our:

BIZARRE FASHION C a ta lo g ..................... . . $ 1 . 0 0

Renee Fashion Co. Box 2804 Dept. 201 
Hollywood 28, C a l i f .
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D E S C R I P T I V E  P R I C E  L I S T

" T RANS VEST I A" . . . A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by,  for ,  and  
a b o u t  m e n  w i t h  a " F e e l i n g  for  t he  F e m i n i n e " .  P u b 
l i s h e d  1st .  of  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  a t  $4 c o p y .  Back  
i s s ues  f r o m #3 on a v a i l a b l e  a t  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 i s s u e s  
for $ 20 .
" FEMMEMIRROR" . . . A 16 p a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  and  g o s s i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i c h e d  15th  of e a c h  
m o n t h  a t  $1 c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  12 for  $10.
" C L I P S H E E T " . . . N e w s  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and  i m p e r s o n 
a t i o n  a r o u n d  t he  w o r l d .  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n  by r e a d e r s  
for  s c r a p b o o k  u s e .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  a t  $ 1 . 5 0 .  
Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
" T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME FICT ION" . . . 16 p a g e  s h o r t  s t o r 
i es  w i t h  T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  
a t  $ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
N O T E : - - B a c k  i s s u e s  of  M i r r o r  and  C l i p s h e e t  a r e  a v a i l 
a b l e ,  r e d u c e d  t o  6 i s s u e s  $ 3 .  Or d e r  m a y  be  m i x e d .
GROUP SUBSCRI PTI ON.  . .  6 i s s u e s  T V i a ,  12 M i r r o r s ,  4 
C l i p s h e e t s  and 4 T V - T a l e s  $ 4 0 .  B o u g h t  s e p a r a t e l y  $ 4 8 .

S e p a r a t e  Books
"THE TRANSVESTI TE AND HIS W I F E . . .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
f r om b o t h  p o i n t s  of  y i e w . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 p a g e s  of  l e t 
t e r s  f r om u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  W r i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  
and d i r e c t l y  t o  h e l p  w i v e s  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d .  . . $ 3 .

" FATE D FOR FEMI NI NI T Y" . . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  of a h i g h  
s c h o o l  boy who wa n t s  t o  be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and e n d s  up as 
Be a u t y  Q u e e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  b r i d e  of a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .
I l l u s t r a t e d ,  90 p a g e s .......................................................................... $ 5 .
"I  AM A MALE A CT RES 9 " . . . Rep or t e r  i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
s t a r  m a k e s  h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s t a r ,  t h e y  l i v e  as s i s t e r s  I l l u s .  100 p a g e s . . .  $ 5 .
"THE SCARCI TY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.  . . A 
c o l l e c t i o n  of  5 s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I l l u s 
t r a t e d ,  77 p a g e s ................................................................................... $ 5 .
* REVERSE SEX " . . .  C o m p l e t e  and  a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o 
g r a p h y  of f a m o u s  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y - - C o c c i n e l l e  .
120 p a g e s  of  s t o r y ,  64 p a g e s  of  p i c t u r e s  d r e s s e d  and
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u n d r e s s e d  t o  show r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  I m p o r t e d  
f r o m E n g l a n d .....................................................................................  $3.
" C U S T O M  MADE DRESSES FOR T RA NS VES TITE S " . . . C a ta- 
l o g  #2 D r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  l o u n g e  w e a r ,  l i n g e r i e .  
M a d e  t o  y o u r  m e a s u r e .  F u l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for  you  to 
m e a s u r e  y o u r s e l f ...............................................................................  $1.
W I G - W I S D O M ” . . .  L e a f l e t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  of  t y p e s ,  cos t s  
s t y l i n g ,  c a r e ,  m e a s u r i n g  for  m a i l  o r d e r  e t c .............. $1.

M e r c h a n d i s e
SPECIAL BRA. . . w i t h  i n f l a t a b l e  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s . . . .  $5 .
JELLY K I T . . . f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s ............................................  $5 .

T h e s e  t wo  i t e m s  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a v e r y  n a t 
u r a l  b u s t l i n e  for  w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s ,  " b o u n c e "  e t c .  A 
MUST for  g ood  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
for  m a k i n g  and f i l l i n g  j e l l y ,  m a k i n g  c l e a v a g e  e t c .
WIG BLOCKS . . .  P l a s t i c  . N e c e s s a r y  for  wi g  c a r e . . . $ 5 .  

C L A M P . . . F o r  wi g  b l o c k s ,  T i l t s  and  c l a m p s ...................$5 .

ORDER BLANK-----P l e a s e  t e a r  out  and u s e .

To  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
Box 36091 Los A n g e l e s  36,  C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e ____________________________________ Co d e  N o . __________

A d d r e s s ________________________ C i t y _______________S t a t e _____

I e n c l o s e  $____________. P l e a s e  s end me  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i n  a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

________________________________________$______

________________________________________$______

________________________________________$______

________________________________________$______

________________________________________$______

______  __ $______
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is m a d e  up p r i m a r i l y  of m a t e r i a l  s u b 
m i t t e d  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  Ca s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n 
c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  p o e m s  and  
p i c t u r e s  a r e  w e l c o m e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  v a r i e t y  t h e  
m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t he  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is 
s o l i c t e d  on t he  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :

1. Mos t  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  is o f f e r e d  w i t h o u t  e x p e c 
t a t i o n  of c o m p e n s a t i o n - f  or t h e  b e n e f i t  of  a l l ,
2.  H o w e v e r ,  f i c t i o n ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a r t i c l e s  
r u n n i n g  10 p r i n t e d  p a g e s  or m o r e  w i l l  be  c o m p e n s a t e d  
at  t h e  r a t e  of $1 pe r  p a g e .  T h i s  do es  n o t  a p p l y  t o  
s ho r t  s u b j e c t s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and  t h e  l i k e .
Th i s  p a y m e n t  is no t  l a r g e ,  b u t  is o f f e r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
a u t h  o r s h i p .
3.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e 
q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
4.  T h e  E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  t o  be  s o l e  j u d g e  of 
w h a t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and  t o  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e 
l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  wh e n  i t  is d e e m e d  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  m a g a z i n e .  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  and 
p i c t u r e s  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  and  t h e r e  f o r e  s h o u l d  
n o t  be s u b m i t t e d .

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To  p r o t e c t  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r o m 
t h e  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a few i t  is 
n e c e s s a r y  to l i m i t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who h a v e  b e e n  
s c r e e n e d .  If  you  wi sh to  use  i t  ask for  t h e  f r e e  p e r 
s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  R e t u r n e d  w i t h  $5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e .  If a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5 b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  
ads ($2 e a . )  or answ ers; ($1) a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r s  
of PHI PI EPSILON n e e d  no f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and  a d 
v e r t i s e  or r e p l y  t o  ads  a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s  of  $2 and  $1************
Al l  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  for  r e m a i l i n g  MUST be  s e n t  t o :  
CONT ACT  a t  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  Bl vd .  Los A n g e l e s  19, C a l i f .
GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  on r e q u  
e s t .
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