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The Intent and Purpose of Transvestia

ENTERTAINMENT - EDUCATION - EXPRESSION
TRANSVESTIA id published by, for and about Transvestites for 
the purpose of providing a center about which people interested 
in the field may gather* Its pages will provide Entertainment 
for the initiated; Education for those who see evil where none 
exists; and Expression of opinion both lay and professional« 
Discussion, sharing ideas and experiences all lead to greater 
understanding of any facet of human behaviour.
TRANSVESTIA seelcs to provide information both to and about 
Transvestites and Transvestism in order to broaden the under
standing of this form of personality expression, not only among 
those interested in it, but by friends and relatives who may 
find themselves indirectly involved«
TRANSVESTIA also serves as a means of gathering information as 
well as disseminating it. Medical science has no adequate mews 
of contacting and interviewing enough Transvestites who are rea
sonably well adjusted to their problem and not complicated by 
other psyoho-sooial behaviour patterns to form any well con
sidered opinions about the subject. This magaaine has and 
will continue to provide research material to further the under
standing of Transvestism by psyohiatrists, psychologists, soc
iologists, lawyers, jurists and police officials
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UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND 
HAPPINESS

But unhappiness, loneliness and fear have too long been the lot 
of the Transvestite. It is to be hoped that TRANSVESTIA oan 
help through knowledge to bring understanding and happiness.

**» ***

"When you make the two one,«.«.and when you make the MALE AND 
THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE— then shall you enter the Kingdom. *

The above is a "saying of Jesus" 
from the "Gospel According to Thomas."
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Bobbie in TV land
by Bobbie ( 1 3 - 0 - 2  FPE)

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  w h e n  I saw t h e  f i r s t  l i g h t  of  d a y ,  i t  was  not  t he  n o r m a l  
c u s t o m  to  dres s  b o y s  i n  d r e s s e s .  My m o t h e r  d r e s s e d  me  t h i s  way  b e 
c a u s e  she was  b o t h  ol d f a s h i o n e d  and she  had w a n t e d  a g i r l  so b a d l y .
My l a s t  b r o t h e r  had p r e c e e d e d  me  by. UO y e a r s  so t h a t  my  a r r i v a l  was  
an u n e x p e c t e d  e v e n t .  Mo m t h o u g h t  t h a t  m a y b e  her  p r e v i o u s  u n a n s w e r 
ed p r a y e r s  for a g i r l  w o u l d  be  a n s w e r e d  t h i s  t i m e .  She  d i d t he  n a t u r a l  
t h i n g  and h e l d  on to  her  d r e a m  u n t i l  I was  f i v e .  T o  t he  b e s t  of  my  
k n o w l e d g e  n o n e  of  my b r o t h e r s  s h a r e  my  p r e s e n t  h o b b y .

I c a n  r e m e m b e r  h o w ma d  I was  w h e n ,  at  four  y e a r s  of  a g e ,  p a s s e r s -  
by w o u l d  r e m a r k ,  as t h e y  saw m e  p l a y i n g  on t he  f r o n t  p o r c h ,  "my ,  
w h a t  a b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  g i r l .  " It  so h a p p e n e d  t h a t  in my b l o c k  t h e r e  
w e r e  no b o y s  my a g e ,  so I p l a y e d  m a i n l y  w i t h  t he  g i r l s .  It w a s n ’ t 
u n t i l  a b o u t  f i v e  t h a t  a b o y  my  a g e  m o v e d  n e x t  do o r  and my m o m  and  
dad d e c i d e d  t h a t  my l o n g  h a i r  had to be c u t .  W h i l e  I l i k e d  t he  boys  
h a i r c u t ,  I c a n  r e m e m b e r  my  m o m  and a unt s  say I l o o k e d  b e t t e r  as a 
g i r l  and now as a m a n ,  I a g r e e  w i t h  t h e m .

My m o m ’s c l o t h e s  w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  t o o  b i g  for m e  as a y o u n g s t e r  
but  I c a n  r e m e m b e r  j u s t  c o u n t i n g  t he  m i n u t e s  u n t i l  s h e ’d go s h o p p i n g  
for  an hour  so I c o u l d  s l i p  i n t o  h e r  u n d e r w e a r .  I e v e n  s e c r e t e d  s o m e  
of  her  c a s t  o f f s  and w h e n  she  t o l d  my  a u n t s ,  t h e y  b o u g h t  me  s o m e  
p a n t i e s  for my  e i g h t h  b i r t h d a y .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y ’d e m b a r a s s  i t  out  
of  me  but  w h e n  my  m o m  saw t h a t  I l i k e d  t h e m  t o o  w e l l  she  g o t  rid of  
t h e m  as she  had d o n e  wi t h  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t he  p a s t .  When I was  
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  my  m o t h e r  t o o k  i n  l a d y  b o a r d e r s  and I c a n  r e m e m b e r  
s i z i n g  t h e m  up as to  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  w o u l d  f i t  m e  or n o t .  When  
I r i p p e d  one  of  t h e i r  d r e s s e s  (I had  g r o wn  l a r g e r  t ha n  I t h o u g h t ) ,  a 
l o c k  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r e d  on t h e i r  d o o r .

In 1 9 4 4  w h e n  I j o i n e d  t he  N a v y ,  I had s o m e  t i m e  and m o n e y  of  
my  own and I s t a r t e d  to a c c u m u l a t e  a m o d e s t  w a r d r o b e .  Wh i l e  my  
s h i p m a t e s  b o o z e d  i t  up,  I was  s h o p p i n g  and t r y i n g  out  my new a c q u i s 
i t i o n s  i n  a c h e a p  h o t e l .  I n e v e r  had any  g u i l t  a b o u t  t h i s ,  I d i d n ’t 
t e l l  a n y o n e  b e c a u s e  I c o u l d n ’ t e x p l a i n  i t  to m y s e l f  so why  try to j u s t i f y  
i t  to  o t h e r s .  I was  happy ,  i t  d i d n ’ t hurt  a n y o n e  e l s e ,  so why worry  
a b o u t  i t ?

In 1 9 4 6  w h e n  I e n t e r e d  c o l l e g e  ( on t he  GI b i l l ) ,  t he  f i r s t  o p p o r -



t u n i t y  c a m e  to u n v e i l  my  h i d d e n  t a l e n t .  As a f r a t e r n i t y  s t u n t ,  s o m e 
one  was to try to  be  p l e d g e d  i n t o  a s o r o r i t y .  I f  we c o u l d  s w i n g  i t ,  i t  
wo u l d  sure l o w e r  s o m e  s n o o t y  n o s e s .  T h e y  l a u g h e d  w h e n  I v o l u n t e e r e d  
but  my  TV e g o  w o u l d  not  l e t  m e  pass  t h i s  up.  I t a l k e d  t he  h o u s e  
m o t h e r  i n t o  a l t e r i n g  my  " s i s t e r ’s ” dres s  to  a p e r f e c t  f i t .

I c a n  r e m e m b e r  t he  s c e n e  as i f  i t  w e r e  y e s t e r d a y :  A r o o m f i l l e d  
wi t h  b o y s  s t u d y i n g ,  y o u  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  c l o c k  t i c k i n g .  S o m e o n e  l o o k 
ed up as I e n t e r e d  f rom t he  k i t c h e n .  " T h e r e ’s a l a d y  in t he  h o u s e . "  
T h i s  was  t he  r e q u i r e d  a l a r m  so as no t  to c a t c h  any  of  t he  bat h  t o w e l  
b r i g a d e  by s u r p r i s e .  Our p r e s i d e n t  c a m e  o v e r  to  g r e e t  w h a t  he  t h o u g h t  
was s o m e o n e ’s r e l a t i v e .

" D o n ’ t y o u  r e c o g n i z e  me  T a d ? "  I a s k e d .  "Sorry M a ’m,  I ’ m poor  
on f a c e s  and wo r s e  on n a m e s " .  " W e l l  T a d ,  i f  I c a n  pas s  y o u ,  d o n ’ t 
y o u  t h i n k  I c a n  f o o l  t he  g i r l s  do wn t he  b l o c k ? "

His f a c e  was  p u z z l e d ,  so I t o o k  o f f  t he  w i g  and h e  t u r n e d  p a l e  
and g a s p e d ,  "My God,  your  own m o t h e r  w o u l d n ’ t know y o u . "

S u d d e n l y  I b e c a m e  t he  s tar  a t t r a c t i o n .  I s i d e  s t e p p e d  a l l  o f  t he  
q u e s t i o n s  on how I k n e w so m u c h  a b o u t  d r e s s i n g ,  m a k e u p ,  e t c .  Grea t  
p l a n s  we r e  l a i d - - m u c h  l i k e  the  N o r m a n d y  i n v a s i o n .  We had t o  g e t  
i n s i d e  i n f o  on t he  p r o c e d u r e  for s o r o r i t y  p l e d g e s .  To  do t h i s  we had  
to l e t  one  o f  our b r o t h e r ' s  g i r l f r i e n d s  i n  on our l i t t l e  p l o t .  She  c o 
o p e r a t e d  b e a u t i f u l l y  e v e n  w r o t e  m e  a l e t t e r  of  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  W e l l ,  
to m a k e  a l o n g  s t or y  s hor t ,  I g o t  t h r o u g h  t he  r e c e p t i o n  l i n e  and 
t h r o u g h  t he  t e a  (I s p i l l e d  s o m e  on my  s k i r t  I was  so n e r v o u s ) .  T h e  
i n t e r v i e w  w a s n ’t e a s y ,  s i n c e  our 5th c o l u m n  on t he  p a n e l  c o u l d n ' t  
k e e p  a s t r a i g h t  f a c e .  I t h o u g h t  sure  I ’d c r a c k  and g i v e  the  w h o l e  
s c h e m e  a w a y .  When I was  e x c u s e d  and w a l k e d  t o  a car  we  had w a i t 
i n g ,  y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e  my  r e l i e f .  T h e  n e x t  w e e k ,  w h e n  our c o n t a c t  
d e l i v e r e d  a l e t t e r  for a f i n a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  t he  b r o t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  me  
t h a t  I c o u l d  c o m p l e t e  a s u c c e s s f u l  s t u n t .  I wi s h  now I had  r e t u r n e d  
but  I ’ l l  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  o v e r h e a r i n g  t h e s e  s a m e  g i r l s  s ay ,  "I w o n d e r  
wh a t  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  t h a t  t a l l  g i r l  Ro be r t a  f r om C h i c a g o ,  n o n e  of  
t he  o t h e r  s o r o r i t i e s  h a v e  p l e d g e d  her?"

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  I f ound  t h a t  e n g i n e e r s  who  w o u l d  t r a v e l  
g o t  e x t r a  p a y .  S i n c e  I was  to  ma r r y  my h i g h  s c h o o l  s w e e t h e a r t ,  I 
w a n t e d  her  to  h a v e  t he  e x t r a s  t h a t  t h i s  a d d e d  p a y  w o u l d  p r o v i d e ,  so  
I t o o k  a j ob  t ha t  r e q u i r e d  a l o t  of  t r a v e l  and my  w i f e  q u i c k l y  gr e w  
a c c u s t o m e d  to  t h i s  m o d e  of  m a r r i e d  l i f e .  I ' v e  t r a v e l l e d  e v e r  s i n c e  
and h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  u n f a i t h f u l  to my w i f e .
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We h a v e  had  3 c h i l d r e n ,  a boy  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  a g i r l  in 1 9 5 4  and a n o t h e r  
bo y  in 1 956  . Ma r r i e d  l i f e  ran s m o o t h l y .  Each S u n d a y ,  w h i l e  the  
f a m i l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  i n - l a w s ,  I ’d try on my  w i f e ’s c l o t h e s ,  ( s h e ’s a 
l i t t l e  s hor t  w a i s t e d  for m e ) .  T h i s  s e e m e d  to  " c h a r g e  my b a t t e r i e s ” 
for the  w e e k  a h e a d .

In 1 957  t h e  f a t e f u l  day  a r r i v e d  w h e n  she d i s c o v e r e d  THE s u i t c a s e  
i n  t he  b a s e m e n t .  I t ry to  f o r g e t  t he  furor she  r a i s e d  b e c a u s e  our 
m a r r i a g e  s e e m e d  d e s t i n e d  for t h e , r o c k s .  Our m i n i s t e r  h e l d  us t o g e t h e r  
m o s t l y  for t he  c h i l d r e n ’ s s a k e .  I bur n e d  a l l  my  t h i n g s  to p r o v e  my  
l o v e  but  I c o u l d n ’t r e s i s t  t he  urge  w h i l e  I t r a v e l e d  to  r e b u i l d  thi s  
w a r d r o b e .

In 1 95 8  my  w i f e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  my  b r e a s t s  w e r e  e n l a r g i n g .  Th i s  
was  d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i n e  e r a  and she was  sure  I was  t r e a d i n g  t he  s a me  
p a t h .  W h i l e  I had no d e s i r e s  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  I d i d n ’ t s e e m  to be 
c o n c e r n e d  e n o u g h  a b o u t  my "New F r o n t i e r ” . Why s h o u l d  I, w a s n ’t 
t h i s  t h e  c r o w n i n g  t o u c h  of  r e a l i s m ?  I was  proud of  and p l e a s e d  wi t h  
my  b r e a s t s .  T h e y  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  an a s s e t  for B o b b i e ,  but  I f ound  
t h a t  t h e y  p o s e d  m a n y  p r o b l e m s  for her  b r o t h e r  who  had to c ar r y  t h e m  
around m o s t  of  t h e  t i m e .

I f o und  out  why s o m e  j o b s  j u s t  a r e n ’t for w o m e n !  T a k e  s t orm  
w i n d o w s  for e x a m p l e .  T h e  l a d d e r  i s  r o u g h ,  and w h e n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  
w i n d o w s  up or d o wn  i t  e a c h  rung  is  mu r d e r  b e c a u s e  t he  b r e a s t s  g e t  
i n  t he  w a y .  I g a i n e d  w e i g h t  t o  h i d e  my t wo  new " F r i e n d s ” , but  I 
c o u l d n ’t t a k e  my  c o a t  o f f  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  go  s w i m m i n g  wi t h  
my  b o y s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  so I d e c i d e d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  had to  be  d o n e  
so I c o u l d  r e t u r n  to n o r m a l c y .

T h e  d o c t o r  I saw s a i d  o n l y  a c o m p l e t e  h o s p i t a l  c h e c k u p  c o u l d  
g e t  to  t he  r o o t  of  t he  t r o u b l e .  It  c o u l d  be  a n y t h i n g  f r om a h o r m o n e  
u n b a l a n c e  to  a b r a i n  t u m o r .  T h e  i n c o m i n g  m e a s u r e m e n t  t a k e n  was  
9 c m ( a b o u t  3 ”) f r o m the  c h e s t  t o  t he  p o i n t .  A f t e r  b e i n g  p r o b e d  and 
p u n c t u r e d  t he  t e s t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I m u s t  h a v e  i n g e s t e d  s o m e  f e m a l e  
h o r m o n e s ,  but  w h e r e ?  Af t e r  r e t r a c i n g  my  s t e p s  I f ound  t h a t  a m a c h 
i n e  I h e l p e d  d e s i g n  and had  to s e r v i c e  was  b e i n g  us ed for p u t t i n g  up 
f e m a l e  h o r m o n e s  i n  p i l l  f o r m .  W h i l e  I was  a d j u s t i n g  i t  o v e r  a p e r i o d  
of  t i m e ,  t h e  dus t  f r om i t  w h i c h  I i n h a l e d  r e s u l t e d  in a g r a d u a l  g r o w 
th o f  b r e a s t  t i s s u e .

In l o o k i n g  b a c k  to t h i s  p e r i o d  I c a n  r e c a l l  no c h a n g e  in my  l i b e d o  
or my  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  m e n .  H o w e v e r ,  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I had l e s s  d e 
s i r e  to  d r e s s .  M a y b e  s o m e o n e  c a n  e x p l a i n  t h i s .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
t o o k  a s u d d e n  s u r p r i s i n g  l i k i n g  to  c h i l d r e n .  I 'd p a u s e  and w a t c h



t hem at p l a y .  I ’d a d m i r e  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l ’ s a t t i r e .  N o r m a l l y ,  I ’d 
onl y  w a t c h  the  boys  p l a y  b a l l  and pass  t he  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  as i f  t h e y  
w e r e n ’t e v e n  t h e r e .

At f i r s t  t he  d o c t o r  p r e s c r i b e d  m a l e  h o r m o n e s  but  a f t e r  t h i s  f a i l e d ,  
I had t he  b r e a s t s  r e m o v e d  s u r g i c a l l y .

With my b a d g e  of  a u t h e n t i c y  g o n e ,  my w i f e  t h o u g h t  my TV urge  
s houl d  h a v e  d e p a r t e d  t o o .  When i t  d i d n ’t,  to  k e e p  p e a c e  i n  the  f a m 
i l y ,  I c o n s u l t e d  a p s y c h i a t r i s t .  I c o u l d  w r i t e  a w h o l e  a r t i c l e  of  my  
c o u c h  a d v e n t u r e s ,  but  t h i s  s hor t  v e r b a l  e x c h a n g e  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  s o m e  
i d e a  .

"When y o u  l o o k  at  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  mi r r o r  ful l .y d r e s s e d ,  w h o m do  
you s e e ,  y o u r s e l f  as a w o m a n  or a n o t h e r  w o m a n ? "

"I s e e  a n o t h e r  w o m a n .  ”

"Thi s  w o m a n ,  do y o u  l o v e  he r ?"

"No,  not  l i k e  my  w i f e  but  one  t h a t  is a l w a y s  w i t h  m e ,  a g r e e a b l e  
wi t h  e v e r y t h i n g  I do b e c a u s e  s h e ’ s m e . "  He f r o w n e d .

"When y o u  dres s ,  at  w h a t  p o i n t  do y o u  f e e l  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  c h a n g e d  
p e r s o n a l i t y ? "

"When I put  on my w i g . "

"When y o u  undr e s s ,  do y o u  e v e r  h a v e  t r o u b l e  r e t u r n i n g  to  your  
m a l e  s e l f ? "

"No,  n e v e r .  ”

We e v e n  g o t  to t he  i n k  b l o t s  (I s t i l l  t h i n k  t he  l a s t  one  l o o k e d  
l i k e  a f o r t i f i e d  har bor  e n t r a n c e ,  but  w h a t  s h o u l d  i t  l o o k  l i k e ,  t h e y  
n e v e r  t e l l  y o u . )

The  g i s t  of  a l l  t h i s  was  t h a t  a "cure" at  my  t i m e  o f  l i f e  i s  d i f f 
i c u l t  and e x p e n s i v e .  As l o n g  as I k e e p  my p r e s e n t  b a l a n c e  of  o u t 
l o o k  on l i f e ,  n o t h i n g  n e e d  be  f e a r e d .  It w o u l d  r e m a i n  to h a v e  my  
w i f e  a c c e p t  my f e m m e s e l f  as I h a v e .  Wi t h t he  h e l p  of  my a unt ,  my  
w i f e ,  a f t e r  one  v i s i t  w i t h  t he  D o c t o r ,  i s  a c h a n g e d  p e r s o n .  C h a r l e s  
( V i r g i n i a )  a l s o  h e l p e d  w h e n  he s p o k e  w i t h  her  d u r i n g  a C h i c a g o  v i s i t .  
I ’ l l  n e v e r  e x p e c t  her  to be a c c e p t i n g  but  she  i s  t o l e r a n t .  W h i l e  she  
has  no d e s i r e  to s e e  m e  d r e s s e d  i n  p e r s o n ,  she  has  s e e n  p h o t o s  of  m e .
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For the  l a s t  s ix m o n t h s  e v e r y t h i n g  b e t w e e n  us i s  s m o o t h .  I h a v e  no  
d e s i r e  to  t e l l  the  c h i l d r e n ,  as I c a n  s e e  no p o i n t  i n  i t .  M o r e o v e r ,  
i t  m i g h t  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  " f a t h e r  i m a g e " ,  T h e  o n l y  g o o d  t h i n g  t h a t  
c a m e  out  of  my c o u c h  v i s i t s  was  the  d i s c o v e r y  of  T V i a  and the  r e 
s u l t a n t  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  I h a v e  m a d e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  Pe r s o n  to Pe r s o n  
c o l u m n  I ' v e  v i s i t e d  o v e r  40 T V ’s i n  t he  m i d w e s t  d u r i n g  my t r a v e l s .
I c a n ' t  b e g i n  to  t e l l  wh a t  a w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  s uc h  m e e t i n g s  J i ave  
b e e n  to m e .

It was  a g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to D e n i s e  and m y s e l f  w h e n  we  f i n a l l y  
had our f i r s t  Beta  C h a p t e r  FPE m e e t i n g  in C h i c a g o .  I r e n e ,  Barbara  
Le e ,  J a c k i e ,  Ma r i e ,  Fran and D i a n a ,  e t c .  a l l  h a v e  a b a l l  at  our 
m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s .  I t ’s i n t e r e s t i n g  to  me  to s e e  t h e s e  e n g i n e e r s ,  
l a w y e r s ,  s a l e s m e n ,  r o c k e t  e n g i n e e r s ,  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  e t c .  
l e a v e  the  c a r e s  of  t he  wor l d  b e h i n d  as t h e y  s l i p  for a f e w hour s  i n t o  
t he  FP w o r l d .  T h e  n e x t  day  t h e y  c a n  f a c e  t he  rat  r a c e  of  t he  m e n ’s 
wor l d  a l i t t l e  r e f r e s h e d .  W e ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  a m o n g  o u r s e l v e s  in Be t a  
"What  a l o c a l  c h a p t e r  m e a n s  to  m e " .  I ' m h o p i n g  t h a t  V i r g i n i a  c o u l d  
c o m b i n e  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  and t h o s e  f rom our A l p h a  s i s t e r s  i n t o  an i n 
t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  in a f o r t h c o m i n g  i s s u e .  I know t h a t  we  c o u l d  e n 
l a r g e  our Be t a  m e m b e r s h i p  ( and  FPE as a w h o l e )  b e y o n d  our p r e s e n t  
15 i f  we c a n  c o n v i n c e  t h o s e  who  are u n c e r t a i n  (or d o w n r i g h t  s c a r e d )  
t h a t  a l o c a l  c h a p t e r  c a n  do w o n d e r s  for t h e m .

Our l a s t  m e e t i n g  was  the  f i r s t  t h a t  w i v e s  c o u l d  a t t e n d .  Now my  
w i f e  has  a new f e e l i n g  of  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  t o wa r d  my c h a p t e r  e n d e a v o r s .  
I t h i n k  f o r m e r l y  she  r e g a r d e d  i t  w i t h  t he  s a m e  d i s t a s t e  as a c o m m u n 
i s t  c e l l  m e e t i n g ,  but  now she is  h a p p y  to s e e  t h a t  the  o t h e r  h u s b a n d s  
are "he me n"  and t he  w i v e s  are no d i f f e r e n t  f r om her  c h u r c h  s e w i n g  
c i r c l e  or w o m e n ’s c l u b .

In my t r a v e l s ,  I try to  r a d i a t e  t he  j o y s  of  s t a r t i n g  a c h a p t e r .  It 
t a k e s  mo r e  t han w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  
f e ar  or t a k i n g  t he  pa t h  of  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  a l l  t o o  p r o n e  t o  l e t  
s o m e o n e  e l s e  do i t .

Du r i n g  our H a l l o w e e n  Par t y  V i r g i n i a  and I had  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e 
g a r d i n g  t h o s e  who  b e c a u s e  of  an a c c i d e n t  of  g e o g r a p h y  are  t o o  r e m o t e  
to r o u t i n e l y  a t t e n d  c h a p t e r  m e e t i n g s .  I ' v e  f ound  t h a t  m e e t i n g  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  e v e n  for a f e w hours  g i v e s  t h e m  s e l f  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t he  g u i l t  
of  the  " l o c k e d  ro o m" s t a g e  m a y  h a v e  s a p p e d  f rom t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  
V i r g i n i a  has  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v a l u a b l e  b i t  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  and I 
h o p e  she w i l l  a r r a n g e  t h i n g s  so t h a t  m o r e  p e o p l e  c a n  be h e l p e d  t h i s  
w a y .
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C h i c a g o ,  b e i n g  t he  hub of  A m e r i c a ,  has  FPE m e m b e r s  p a s s i n g  
t h r o u g h  i t  c o n t i n u a l l y .  I f  D e n i s e ,  our v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  or m y s e l f  
h a p p e n  to  be  i n  t o w n  w e ’d w e l c o m e  b r e a k i n g  b r e a d  w i t h  y o u  and e v e n  
d r e s s i n g  t o g e t h e r .  We h a v e  no c l u b  h o u s e  to i n v i t e  y o u  to  but  w e ’re 
w o r k i n g  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .

Be t a  e v e n  h o p e s  to  h a v e  a Resort  of  i t ’s own s o m e d a y .

A l l  t he  p h o t o s  are l e s s  t h a n  one  y e a r  o l d .  I d i d n ’t h a v e  e n o u g h  
t i m e  to g e t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s h o t s  in* t i m e  for t he  p u b l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e .
I h o p e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  in f u t u r e  i s s u e s .

When d.o,I dr e s s ?  D u r i n g  our m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  and wh e n  the  
o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  as I t r a v e l .  I l o v e  to go  o ut ,  a t t e n d  m o v 
i e s  and f a s h i o n  s h o w s .  Last  s u m m e r  t he  h i g h  p o i n t  was  r e a c h e d  whe n  
S u s a n n a ’s b r o t h e r  t o o k  me  out  s h o p p i n g  in Ne w Yo r k .  I l e a r n e d  to 
s e w t h i s  s u m m e r ,  t u t o r e d  by Ida at  t h e  r e s o r t :  When y o u  d e p a r t  f rom
t h e  " l o c k e d  r o o m ” to t he  h o t e l  l o b b y  y o u  c a n ' t  s e t t l e  for a n y t h i n g  
but  a g o o d  f i t .  I h a v e n ’ t y e t  c o n v i n c e d  my w i f e  to  t a k e  my wa r d r o b e  
unde r  her  w i n g  but  I ’ l l  k e e p  w o r k i n g  on t h a t .  S o m e h o w  wh e n  I ’m 
d r e s s e d ,  o t h e r  w o m e n  s t r i k e  up c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  m e .  T h e y ’re so 
f a s c i n a t e d  t h a t  bo t h  my  " h u s b a n d ” and I are  e n g i n e e r s .  "So n i c e  
t h a t  y o u  c a n  c o m b i n e  a c a r e e r  wi t h  m a r r i a g e .  Must  be e n c h a n t i n g  to  
t r a v e l  w i t h  y o u r  h u s b a n d . "  One  w o m a n  l a s t  m o n t h  i n t r o d u c e d  me  to  
h e r  h u s b a n d  who ,  I g u e s s ,  to  t e s t  m e ,  e n g a g e d  m e  in a t e c h n i c a l  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  "Wi sh my  w i f e  c o u l d  t a l k  w i t h  m e  t h a t  w a y ,  your  h u s 
band is  a v e r y  l u c k y  m a n ,  " he  s a i d .  I m e r e l y  b l u s h e d  a t hank you  
as b o t h  d e p a r t e d .  I ’d l i k e  t o  p u t  t h e s e  t a l e n t s  to  s o m e  w o r t h w h i l e  
use  and s uc h  as p o l i c e  u n d e r c o v e r  work w h i c h  I did o n c e  in M i c h i g a n .  
But so far ,  n o t h i n g  has  t u r n e d  up.

I ’ l l  l e a v e  y o u  now w i t h  my b e s t  w i s h e s  to  a l l  o f  y o u  who  read  
t h e s e  l i n e s  for s u c c e s s  and m u c h  h a p p i n e s s  i n  our m u t u a l  f i e l d  of  
F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n .

Y o u r s ,

Bo b b i e
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The Transvestie Wizard

by D o r i s  ( 3 2 - G - 4 )

On r e r e a d in g  the Oz books  of L.  F ran k  B a u m  to m y  o f f spr in g  
r e c e n t ly  I w as  s tru ck  by the c r o s s i n g  of  the s e x e s  w hich  L.  F r a n k  
B a u m  u t i l i z e s  in h is  n o v e l s ,  and by the g e n e r a l l y  f e m in in e  u n d e r -  

v tone of t h e s e  de l ightfu l  t a l e s .  W hile  the b io g r a p h y  of M r.  B a u m  
does  not show any grounds  for  s u p p os in g  that he e v e r  indulged  in 
c r o s s - d r e s s i n g ,  one cannot  m i s t a k e  the thought as it a p p e a r s  in 
his  fam ou s  b ook s .

Quite a s id e  f r o m  the fact  that the m a j o r  c h a r a c t e r s  in t h e s e  
Oz b o o k s ,  the on es  that c o m m a n d  and l ive  and ru le ,  a r e  a lw a y s  
g i r l s ,  one can  spot  e v e n  m o r e  a s t o n i s h i n g  s e x  s w i t c h e s  in t h e m - -  
the s o r t  c e r t a in ly  banned in m o d e r n  c h i l d r e n ' s  n o v e l s .  E v e n  in 
the o r ig in a l  "Wizard  of Oz" t h e r e  is  an e p i s o d e  in w hich  the l i t t le  
w iz a r d ,  a humbug f r o m  N e b r a s k a ,  a p p e a r s  b e f o r e  h is  v i s i t o r s  in 
the g u i s e  of a beau t i fu l  w om an .  And in the s e c o n d  book, "The  
Land of Oz" a p p ears  the m o s t  a m a z in g  s e x  ch an ge  in a l l  m o d e r n  
c h i ld r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  Tip ,  a young boy  and the h e r o  of  the n o v e l ,  
b e c o m e s  t r a n s f o r m e d ,  a f ter  a l i t t le  p e r s u a s i o n  by the Witch  
Glinda,  into the beaut i fu l  young g i r l  p r i n c e s s  O z m a .  One c o n d i t 
ion Tip lays  down b e f o r e  he a g r e e s  is  that if he d o e s n ' t  l ike it,  
he can change back  to h is  m a l e  f o r m .  But on ce  he  has b e c o m e  a 
g ir l ,  he n e v e r  s o  e l e c t s .  He lo v e s  b e in g  O z m a ,  and as  the s w e e t  
and c h a r m in g  f a i r y  p r i n c e s s ,  O z m a  r u le s  Oz e v e r  a f t e r w a r d s .

Can you im a g in e  a m o d e r n  c h i l d r e n ' s  book w r i t e r - t r y in g  to 
get  away with that tod a y ?  A l i t t le  la t e r ,  B a u m  t r i e s  the s w i tc h  
the other  way.  In a now r a r e  n o v e l  c a l l e d  "The E n ch an ted  I s lan d  
of Yew" his  h e r o  is  a f a ir y  g i r l  who e l e c t s  to b e c o m e  a b oy  knight  
for one y e a r - - a n d  as a gen t le  g i r l i s h  b o y  in a r m o r  tr iu m p h s  o v e r  
all  f o e s - - b u t  a f ter  the y e a r  is up, unl ike  T i p , / O z m a ,  sh e  e l e c t s  
to rega in  h e r  f e m in in e  f o r m  p e r m a n e n t ly .  ( Inc id en ta l ly ,  in this  
s a m e  book, a p p ea rs  the one tru e  m a s o c h i s t  of  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r -



a t u r e - - t h e  f a i r y  p r i n c e s s ' s  boy  co m p a n io n  who deLights in being  
humiLiated and in b e in g  put in pain.  )

Throughout  the r e s t  of  B a u m 's  Oz books  one co n s ta n t ly  e n 
c o u n t e r s  h e r o i c  g i r l s  and "boys" who a r e  g i r l i s h  of f o r m  and 
s w e e t  of n a tu re .  P r i n c e  Rinkitink who is in d is t in g u is h a b le  f ro m  
a g i r l ,  for  one .  In another  B au m  book, "John Dough and the 
C h e r u b 11, he r ings  in a new note .  The c h ie f  c h a r a c t e r  of  this  
book, C hick  the C herub,  r e v e a l s  on the la s t  page that not once  
has  th e r e  b een  any r e f e r e n c e  to h i s / h e r  s e x .  Nobody e v e r  knows  
w h e th e r  Chick  w a s  m a l e  or f e m a l e  and a s tudy of the book shows  
that B a u m  d e l i b e r a t e l y  avo id ed  any pronouns  in co n n ec t io n  with  
the C herub.  A C h ica g o  n e w s p a p e r  a c tu a l ly  ran a c o n te s t  for the  
b e s t  op in ions  on C h ic k 's  s e x !

What fa int but d e f in i te  e f f e c t  have  t h e s e  books  had on the 
f o r m a t io n  of  the f e m m e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of  adulthood?

S a m m y  was  born w i t h o u t  r i c h e s  
He wo r k e d  v e r y  hard d i g g i n g  d i t c h e s  

But he  m a d e  a f i n e  l as s  
In a dres s  w i t h  s o m e  c l a s s  

When on S u n d a y  h e ’ d shed h i s  old b r i t c h e s

S o m e t i m e s  I ' m  a man  and s o m e t i m e s  a l a d y  
Fi rs t  my  n a m e ’s Sid and t h e n  i t  i s  S a d i e

I ’m w o m a n  or m a n -  - as t he  c a s e  m a y  be  
As I vary  my p e r s o n a l i t y .

Not  in j u s t  one  sex  do I a b i d e
For I l o o k  at t he  wor l d  f rom e i t h e r  s i de

T h e y  m e t  i n  a park i n  t he  s u m m e r  
He b e g g e d  her  p h o n e  n u m b e r  f rom he r  

Lat er  on,  w h e n  he  c a l l e d  
He sure  was  a p p a l l e d  

T o  f i n d  ’’ s h e ” was  J o h n s o n ,  t he  P l u m b e r .

G e o r g i a  6 -  H- 1
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Arq All Lesbians Female ?
by P .  V. A d d a ir  ( 2 5 - E - l )

I p l a c e d  t he  p h o n e  b a c k  on t he  c r a d l e  and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I had  
to f a c e  Dor i s  w i t h  t he  w h o l e  s t o r y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  my  w h o l e  c r a z y  l i f e  
as a t r a n s v e s t i t e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  s t r a n g e  i n n e r  s t r u g g l e  w i t h 
in me  to c o m e  to t e r m s  wi t h  my  f r u s t r a t e d  l o v e  for D o r i s .

And Dor i s ,  she  s o u n d e d  so h a p p y  o v e r  t he  p h o n e  j u s t  t h e n .
Happy  t h a t  her  m i x e d  up l i f e  w i t h  t he  l e s b i a n  wo r l d  had c o m e  t o  a 
v i o l e n t  end  l a s t  n i g h t  i n  her  a p a r t m e n t .  J a m i e ,  t h e  b i g  b l o n d  dr ag  
q u e e n  was m o v i n g  out  of  D o r i s ' s  f l a t .  D o r i s  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  by l i v i n g  
wi t h  a f a g g o t  l i k e  J a m i e  she  was  r e a l l y  j u s t  h i d i n g  her  own wi s h  to  
l i v e  wi t h  a n o r m a l  m a n .

And I was  a n o r m a l  m a n - - e x c e p t  for t he  f e m i n i n e  par t  of  me  
t h a t  k e p t  s t r u g g l i n g  to  f r e e  i t s e l f .  M a y b e ,  I p o n d e r e d ,  i t  was  a 
s t r o ke  of  f a t e  t h a t  Do r i s  had w a n d e r e d  o f f  i n t o  t he  t w i l i g h t  wo r l d  of  
t he  l e s b i a n s .  M a y b e  wh e n  she  g o t  h e r e  I c o u l d  e x p l a i n  t h e  w h o l e  
t h i n g  in her  t e r m s .

Was i t  p o s s i b l e  for a m a n  to  h a v e  s uc h  a s t r a n g e  l o v e  for w o m e n  
t h a t  h i s  l o v e  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t he  l o v e  one  l e s b i a n  has  for a n o t h e r ?  
C o u l d  t h e r e  be  s uch  a t h i n g  as a m a l e  l e s b i a n ?  As I f u s s e d  wi t h  
g e t t i n g  d r e s s e d  my  m i n d  b e g a n  to  w a n d e r  b a c k  o v e r  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  
w e r e  b r i n g i n g  me  and Do r i s  t o g e t h e r  t o n i g h t .

I r e m e m b e r e d  t he  f a r m,  I was  ar ound  t h i r t e e n .  I w o u l d  h a u n t  
t he  m a i l  box at  t he  e nd  of  t he  s h a d y  l a n e  t h a t  l e d  f r o m our f ar m to  
t he  r o a d .  It had b e c o m e  t o o  d a n g e r o u s  for  me  to  c o n t i n u e  w e a r i n g  
my s i s t e r ’s t h i n g s  and I l i v e d  for t he  a r r i v a l  o f  a l l  t he  i t e m s  I was  
o r d e r i n g  f rom Se a r s  R o e b u c k .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  t he  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  at  
b u y i n g  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  i n  t o w n .

I d i d n ' t  know w h a t  s i z e  s h o e s  to ask f o r .  On l y  t h a t  my
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m o t h e r  wore  s e v e n s  and i t  seemed t h a t  t h r e e  sizes l a r g e r  would  s u r e 
l y  f i t .  B u t  I had  a  h a r d  t i m e  f i n d i n g  t e n s  i n  t h e  s t y l e s  I w a n t e d .  
F i n a l l y  t h e  c l e r k  p u l l e d  o u t  a l o v e l y  p a i r  o f  h i g h  h e e l e d  b l a c k  
p a t e n t  l e a t h e r  pumps i n  s i z e  t e n .

MT h es e  a r e  t e n s  and t h e y  a r e  t w e l v e  n i n e t y  f i v e . ” He l o o k e d  
a t  me q u e s t i o n i n g l y , i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  I w o u ld  b a l k  a t  t h e  p r i c e  o r  
q u e s t i o n i n g  s u c h  a  l a r g e  p u r c h a s e  f o r  someone e l s e .  G u i l t  f i l l i n g  
my mind l i k e  a  c l o u d  o f  c h o k i n g  d u s t  I i m a g i n e d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  d e l u s 
i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c l e r k  m i g h t  be c o n t e m p l a t i n g .  S t i l l  I h a s t e l y  p u l l e d  
o u t  t h i r t e e n  d o l l a r s  and some change  and p a i d  h im ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  
s t o r e  q u i c k l y .  Two g i r l s  g i g g l e d  a t  m e, I i m a g i n e d ,  a s  I l e f t .
T h e y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m i g h t  be g i g g l i n g  a t  a n y t h i n g .  S m i t h v i l l e  was a 
l a r g e  m i d w e s t e r n  town o f  t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  i m p o s s i b l e
t h a t  I  wou ld  r u n  i n t o  an a u n t  o r  som eone,  even  my m o t h e r ,  i n  a
s t o r e  and  t o  e x p l a i n  would  be m u r d e r ................

L a t e r ,  i n  my room ,  I s l i p p e d  t h e  s h o e s  on .  On, how d e l i g h t 
f u l ,  how w o n d e r f u l .  The f e e l i n g  r a n  c l e a r  t h r o u g h  my b ody .  The 
c o m p u l s i o n  h ad  been  a n s w e r e d ,  t h e  d e s i r e  m e t .  Now I c o u l d  f a c e  
a n o t h e r  p e r i o d  o f  l i f e  w i t h  t h e  kn o w led g e  t h a t  i n  my room h i d d e n  
s a f e l y  away w ere  t h e s e  s h o e s  t o  f i l l  my h o u r s  o f  f a n t a s y  w i t h  when 
t h i n g s  g o t  t o o  u n b e a r a b l e .............

At n i g h t  I would  t r y  t o  l e a r n  t o  w a lk  i n  t h e  s h o e s .  I t  was
h a r d  a t  f i r s t  t o  k e e p  my b a l a n c e  and I was so a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  c l i c k
c l i c k  wou ld  be h e a r d  somewhere  e l s e  i n  t h e  huge h o u s e .  Each t im e  
I h i d  t h e  s h o e s  I made c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  we re  p u t  up i n  such  a  man
n e r  t h a t  s h o u l d  someone d i s c o v e r  i t  I c o u l d  t e l l  i f  t h e y  had been 
m o l e s t e d — s u c h  a s  f o l d i n g  t h e  p a p e r  j u s t  so i n  t h e  shoe b o x .  I 
a l s o  p l a n n e d  t o  hav e a  s t o r y  a t  hand  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  in  
my room.  "Oh t h o s e ,  I j u s t  f o u n d  th em ,  t h o u g h t  y o u ' d  l i k e  t h em ,  b u t  
f o r g o t  them" o r  s o m e t h i n g  d e s p e r a t e  and s t i l l  r a t i o n a l  s o u n d i n g — I 
t o o k  o t h e r  f e m a l e  c l o t h e s  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  f rom  my two s i s t e r s  o r  
m o t h e r — f u r t i v e  l i t t l e  a c q u i s i t i o n s  t a k e n  in  s u c h  odd i n t e r v a l s  
t h a t  t h e y  were  n o t  m i s s e d  o r  e l s e  t h e i r  m i s s i n g  would  seem i n n o c e n t  
e n o u g h .  T h i n g s  do g e t  l o s t  and  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  g i r l s  would  n e v e r  
g u e s s  t h a t  t h e i r  s k i r t s  and t h i n g s  we re  h i d d e n  ^n ray room.

S t i l l ,  d r e s s i n g  in  t h e  dead  o f  n i g h t  o r  when t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  was away e n t a i l e d  some r i s k .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  we l i v e d  in  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  The n e a r e s t  h o u s e  was o v e r  a  m i l e  d i s t a n t ,  and a  l o n g  
r o a d  l e d  up t o  o u r s .  When t h e  f a m i l y  l e f t ,  I w ould  be l e f t  in  
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p l a c e .  S o m e t im e s ,  t h e y  wou ld  go away f o r  t h r e e  o r
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more d a y s .

D u r i n g  t h i s  t im e  I was i n  s e v e n t h  h e a v e n .  I made o u t  a  t i m e  
t a b l e .  Would t h e y  be gone how l o n g ? . . . . .  two d a y s ?  o r  j u s t  a  few 
h o u r s .  Then I would  p l a n  wha t  t o  do .  I wou ld  d r e s s  up i n  t h e  mos t  
b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s  my s i s t e r s  h a d .  I a l w a y s  was a n g r y  t h a t  t h e y  
took t h e  most  p r e t t y  o n es  w i t h  them b u t  s t i l l  how c o u l d  I blame 
them.  The s k i r t s  o f  my o l d e s t  s i s t e r  we re  t i g h t  a t  t h e  w a i s t  b u t  
I a l w a y s  managed t o  b u t t o n  o r  s n ap  th em .  S t i l l  once  i n  a  w h i l e  I 
would b r e a k  a  b u t t o n  o r  s n a p .  Then i n  d e s p e r a t i o n  I would  a t t e m p t  
t o  mend them.  Always  l a t e r  I h e a r d  B e t t y  s a y ;  "Who h a s  t r i e d  t o  
f i x  t h i s  b u t t o n ? "  F i n a l l y  t h e y  would  d e c i d e  t h a t  a  l a u n d r y  o r  
c l e a n e r s  had g o o f e d  o r  j u s t  f o r g e t  i t . . . .

O t h e r  i t e m s  o f  my s i s t e r ’ s f e m a l e  a t t i r e  f i t  me more r e a d i l y .  
L ike  s w e a t e r s !  S u r e ,  I s t r e t c h e d  them o u t  o f  s h a p e ,  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r  
seemed t o  g u e s s .  And t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  I n e e d e d  I u s u a l l y  o r d e r e d  
o r  b o u g h t .  P a n t y  g i r d l e s  and h o s e  and b r a s .  I p a d d e d  t h e  b r a  and 
g i r d l e  u s i n g  a n y t h i n g  I c o u l d  f i n d  t o  wad up i n  t h e  s h a p e  I n e e d e d .  
The h o s e  o f  my s i s t e r s  d i d n ’ t  f i t  so I had  my own i n  t h e  s e c r e t  
b o u d o i r  i n  my room.  And t h e n  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  h i g h  h e e l e d  p a t e n t  
s h o e s  w h ich  were my h e a r t s  d e l i g h t .  F o r  h a i r  I u s u a l l y  u s e d  a 
s c a r f  o r  a  h a t  o f  my s i s t e r s .  Oh how I w a n te d  a  w i g ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
c a t a l o g s  I s e n t  o f f  f o r  t h e y  were  t o o  e x p e n s i v e - - t w o  h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s  and m ore .  And i f  some o f  t h e  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  we re  d i s c o v e r 
ed i n  my room I c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  I was h i d i n g  them f o r  a  g i r l f r i e n d  
or  s o m e t h i n g  b u t  a  wig! Wel l  r e a l l y  t h e r e  was no a n s w e r  f o r  t h a t  
o n e .  So I s a t i s f i e d  m y s e l f  w i t h  j u s t  f a s h i o n i n g  a  s c a r f  a r o u n d  my 
hea d  and t r y i n g  t o  a p p e a r  a s  f e m i n i n e  a s  p o s s i b l e .  F o r  makeup I ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  had a  r e a d y ,  e n d l e s s  r e s e v o i r .  The d i s c a r d s  o f  my 
s i s t e r s  a l o n e  were  l i k e  a  g o l d  mine t o  me. They a l w a y s  d i s c a r d e d  
t h e  l i p s t i c k  when i t  became s h o r t  so I j u s t  s c r e w e d  i t  o u t  more o r  
s o m e t im e s  I m e l t e d  i t  and  r a n  s e v e r a l  d i s c a r d s  i n t o  a f u l l  empty 
t u b e  and had a  whole  new l i p s t i c k  a l l  my o w n . . . . o t h e r  i t e m s ,  r o u g e  
p o w d e r ,  m a s c a r a  and ey eb ro w  p e n c i l  I u s e d  d i s c r e e t l y  so a s  n o t  t o  
c a u s e  s u s p i c i o n .

I t  t o o k  mon ths  f o r  me t o  become s k i l l e d  a t  l o o k i n g  f e m i n i n e .
I u s e d  an o l d  box ca m era  and t o o k  some p i c t u r e s  o f  m y s e l f .  By 
u s i n g  a  s t r i n g  on t h e  s h u t t e r  I c o u l d  p o s e  and  p u l l  t h e  s t r i n g .
The s t r i n g  showed in  t h e  p h o t o ,  s t i l l  i t  was a l r i g h t .  L a t e r  I u s e d  
a  b l a c k  f i s h i n g  co r d  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  show.  Oh! how i n g e n i o u s  I t h o u g h t .  
A f t e r  I t o o k  s e v e r a l  p i c t u r e s  i n  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c l o t h e s  I c o u l d  
f i n d ,  I c a r e f u l l y  f o l d e d  them o r  hun g them b ack  where  t h e y  were  i n
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t h e  e x a c t  o r d e r  t h e y  were  and t o o k  o u t  more c l o t h e s  and t o o k  more 
p i c t u r e  s .

Now, a n y o n e  w i t h  two s i s t e r s  and a m o t h e r  w i l l  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  q u i t e  a  w a r d r o b e  c o m b i n e d . . . d r e s s e s  by 
t h e  d o z e n ,  s w e a t e r s ,  b l o u s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  j a c k e t s ,  c o a t s ,  s u i t s  in  
e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  c o l o r  and m a t e r i a l — ev e n  b a t h i n g  s u i t s .  L a t e r ,  
a ’f t e r  f i n d i n g  o u t  how e a s y  t h i s  w a s ,  I t o o k  s e v e r a l  r o l l s  o f  c o l o r  
s h o t s .  I n  c o l o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  s e n t  me i n t o  e c s t a s i e s .

S e n d i n g  o f f  t h e  f i l m s  and  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  was an a l 
m os t  e x c r u t i a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I had t h e  e n v e l o p e s  t h a t  t h e  com
p an y  r e t u r n e d  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t o  me in  marked  p e r s o n a l .  On e a ch  r o l l ,  
I s t a r t e d  w i t h  s c e n e r y  o r  s h o t s  o f  f a r m  a n i m a l s  o r  a n y t h i n g .  So 
n a t u r a l l y ,  a f t e r  my s i s t e r s  had i n f o r m e d  me my ' P i c t u r e s '  were  i n ,  
t h e y  would  l o o k  a t  t h e  i n n o c e n t  s h o t s  and be s a t i s f i e d  i f  I t o l d  
th em  t h e  o t h e r s  w ere  bad o r  s o m e t h i n g .  On t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  r o l l  
w ere  my t r e a s u r e d  s h o t s  o f  me in  f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y .  T h ese  I would 
p o u r  o v e r  n i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t  i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  my room co m p a r i n g  
them  w i t h  s h o t s  t a k e n  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  t o  f i n d  i f  I was g a i n i n g  p o i s e  
and  b ec o m in g  more a d e p t  a t  m ak in g  m y s e l f  l o v e l y ,  b e a u t i f u l  and 
a l l u r i n g .  I u s e d  t h e  l o c a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r  a t  f i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  a t  f i r s t  
I masked my f a c e  so I c o u l d n ' t  be r e c o g n i z e d ,  t h e n  a s '  I became 
b r a v e r ,  I u s e d  some o u t - o f - t o w n  p h o t o  d e v e l o p e r s  whose a d s  I saw 
i n  p a p e r s  and m a g a z i n e s .  Then t h e  p i c t u r e s  would  come p e r s o n a l  
and I w o u l d n ' t  have  t o  p i c k  them up a t  t h e  l o c a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s  o r  
r i s k  h a v i n g  my s i s t e r s  p i c k  them u p .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  I had c l o s e  
c a l l s .  Once a f t e r  maybe a  y e a r ,  t h e y  d i d  s ee  t h e  f i r s t  p i c t u r e s  
o f  me d r e s s e d .

B e t t y  s a i d :

" A l ,  m o t h e r  and I fo u n d  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  m a i l b o x  t o d a y ,  
t h e  e n v e l o p e  was t o r n  open so we l o o k e d  a t  t h e m . . "  My h e a r t  s t o p 
ped  b e a t i n g .  I  was d i r t y  f rom w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a l l  day and 
t h e  d i r t  and  g r i m e  on my f a c e  h i d  t h e  r e d ,  e m b a r r a s s e d  f row n I 
w o r e .  My f a t h e r  l o o k e d  a t  them and B e t h  t o o .

T h e r e  were  some t w e n t y  s h o t s  o f  me i n  v a r i o u s  p o s e s ,  a l l  i n  a  
b a t h i n g  s u i t .  N o t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  one o f  my s i s t e r ' s  b u t  a l o v e l y  
b a t h i n g  s u i t  I had  f u r t i v e l y  p u r c h a s e d  in  to w n .  With  i t  I u s e d  t h e  
n e t  h o s e  t h a t  c h o r u s  g i r l s  w e a r .  T h ese  d i s g u i s e d  my h a i r y  l e g s  
w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  h i g h  h e e l s  and h o s e ,  l o o k e d  q u i t e  c u r v a c i o u s  and 
p r e t t y .  I a l s o  u s e d  a  b a t h i n g  cap  m a tc h e d  t o  t h e  s u i t  and a  s c a r f
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t o o .  Each po se  was l o v e l y  I f o u n d ,  and  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e r e  b e i n g  any 
s u s p i c i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  my f a m i l y ,  t h e r e  was i n s t e a d  e x t r e m e  c u r -  
Dsi ty  a s  t o  who t h i s  p r e t t y  g i r l  w a s ? ? ? ?

I d i d n ' t  go w i t h  g i r l s  even  t h o u g h  I was now e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  
y e a r s  o l d .  So t h e y  n a t u r a l l y  w o n d e red  who she  w as .  At f i r s t  I 
k i d d e d  them and t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I had  f o o l e d  my own f a m i l y  w i t h  my 
i m p e r s o n a t i o n  f i l l e d  me w i t h  s u ch  a  f e e l i n g  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  I 
wan te d  t o  r u s h  up t o  my room and don t h e  l o v e l y  s w i m s u i t  and show 
them who t h i s  ' G i r l '  w a s .  S t i l l  I j u s t  t o l d  them i t  was a  g i r l  I 
knew and i t  a l l  w en t  o v e r  a l l  r i g h t .  The b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p i c t 
u r e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  showed t h a t  t h e  s h o t s  had been  t a k e n  a t  o u r  home,  
so I had  t o  f a b r i c a t e  s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  h a v i n g  h e r  o v e r  w h i l e  
t h e y  had been  gone and had i n  f a c t  t a k e n  t h e s e  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
o c c a s i o n s .  To my a s t o n i s h m e n t  my one s i s t e r  B e t t y  s a i d  she  knew 
t h e  g i r l .

MI know who t h a t  i s  A 1 , i t ' s  D o r i s  W i l s o n ” she  s a i d  t r i u m p h 
a n t l y  .

" D o r i s  W i l s o n  o f  THE W i l s o n s ? "  Mom s a i d  s u r p r i s e d .

"No, i t  c a n ' t  b e " ,  B e t h  r e p l i e d .  She l o o k e d  a t  me i n  s u ch  a  
way t h a t  an a n s w e r  had t o  be f o r t h c o m i n g .  S t i l l ,  how c o u l d  I a d m i t  
t o  i t .  What would  D o r i s  s ay ?  She and  I we re  c l a s s m a t e s ,  b u t  we 
n e v e r  d i d  have  much i n  common. She came f r o m  a  p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l y  i n  
t h e  c i t y  and I f rom a  r i c h  f a rm  f a m i l y .  S t i l l ,  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n e d  
t h a t  we d i d  know e a c h  o t h e r  and even  i f  we d i d n ' t  d a t e  she  would  
o f  c o u r s e  deny t h e  p i c t u r e  d e a l  and  t h e n  I would  have  t o  f a b r i c a t e  
a n o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  So I d e n i e d  v e h e m e n t l y  t h a t  t h i s  was D o r i s  
W i l s o n .  S t i l l  my s i s t e r  p e r s i s t e d  and s i n c e  B e t t y  and D o r i s  were  
o l d  f r i e n d s ,  I knew t h a t  B e t t y  would  a p p r o a c h  D o r i s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r

S e v e r a l  d a y s  l a t e r  I was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  p l o w i n g  when D o r i s  
d r o v e  up i n  a  b i g  C a d i l l a c  and s t o p p e d  n e a r  my t r a c t o r .

" H i ,  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  you i n  some t i m e "  she  s m i l e d  a t  me a s  I 
s t o p p e d  t h e  F a r m a l l  and came t o w a r d  h e r .

"Gu ess  n o t ,  h o w 'v e  you b e e n ? "

" F i n e ,  w ha t  I w an t  t o  know i s  how you  h av e  some p i n u p s  o f  me,
I t a l k e d  t o  B e t t y . . . .

" I ' v e  bee n t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  i t ' s  a  d i f f e r e n t  g i r l ,  i t ' s .

" L e t ' s  go s ee  ' e m . . . . "  she  s a i d  and  o f f e r e d  me a  r i d e  up t o
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t h e  h o u s e .

" D o r i s ,  t h i s  i s  c r a z y , "  I s a i d .  "You know we h a v e n ’ t  s e e n  
e a c h  o t h e r  s i n c e  s c h o o l  was o u t  l a s t  y e a r ,  how c o u l d  I have some 
s h o t s  o f  y o u ? "

" T h a t ' s  wh at  I ' m  o u t  h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t . "

I r e a l i z e d  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e .  S u r e ,  D o r i s  would  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  s h o t s  were  n o t  o f  h e r ,  
b u t  s t i l l  I would  have t o  come up w i t h  some g i r l  and a f t e r  a l l  t h e  
f u r o r ,  t h e  g i r l  s h o u l d  be someone e v e r y o n e  knew.  How c o u l d  I man
age t h i s .  I was i n  a  f i x .  A l s o  s i t t i n g  b e s i d e  l o v e l y  D o r i s  i n  h e r  
c a r ,  I began,  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e re  we b o t h  i n  b a t h i n g  s u i t s  and I 
was d r e s s e d  e x a c t l y  l i k e  h e r  w i t h  l o n g  f l o w i n g  h a i r  and  makeup 
a l i k e  and  o t h e r  t h i n g s . . . y e s , t h e  r e s e m b l a n c e  would  be s t a r t l i n g  
e n o u g h ,  b u t  how c o u l d  i t  be e x p l a i n e d ?

"OK, l e t s  see  t h e m " .  The c a r  was p a r k e d  by o u r  h o u s e  now a s  
h e r  w o rd s  r a n  t h r o u g h  my h e a d  l i k e  e x p l o s i o n s .

"OK, b u t  i t ’ s n o t  y o u r  p i c t u r e , " I  s a i d ,  d e s p e r a t e l y .  As I 
w en t  t o  my ro om,  I h o ped  t h a t  somehow t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r i n t i n g  had 
worn o r  f a d e d  them w h i t e  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t e m p l a t e  
t h e  r e a c t i o n  a f t e r  D o r i s  saw th em .

B e t t y  came t o  my room t o o .

" W h a t ' s  D o r i s  d o i n g  h e r e ? "

"As i f  you  d i d n ' t  know?" I s n e e r e d  a t  h e r .

"OK OK I d i d  m e n t i o n  i t  t o  h e r ,  so w h a t? "

"N ev e r  m in d ,  d e a r  s i s t e r ,  I ' l l  h a n d l e  i t  now" I s a i d .

So I w e n t  down t o  t h e  s h i n y  r e d  C a d i l l a c  a l o n e ,  w i t h  t h e  b e a u 
t i f u l  p i n u p  p i c t u r e s  i n  my t r e m b l i n g  h a n d .

C a r e f u l l y  she  s c r u t i n i z e d  them p o u r i n g  o v e r  e a c h  one in  d e l i b 
e r a t e  o r d e r .  The e x p r e s s i o n  on h e r  f a c e  was one o f  c o m p l e t e  i n c r e d 
u l o u s n e s s .  Wi th  a  s c a r f  o r  b a t h i n g  cap she  would  l o o k  l i k e  me in  
t h e  f a c e  and i t  was t h e  body  c u r v a t u r e  t h a t  I hoped  would  d i s p r o v e  
i t  b e i n g  h e r .

B u t  a l a s ,  a s  f a t e  would  w i l l  i t  we were  a l m o s t  t h e  same s i z e .  
She m us t  h av e  worn a  s i z e  s i x t e e n  s u i t  t o o  and h e r  arms and l e g s  
w ere  o f  a b o u t  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  mine a l s o .  The n e c k ,  t h e
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t h r o a t ,  t h e  who le  body and a n a t o m i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  was s i m i l a r .  But  
t h e  p o s e s ,  s u r e l y  she m us t  r e a l i z e  she  h a d n ’ t  p o s e d  f o r  t h e s e .

"A1 , w h e r e . . . w h o  i s  t h i s ?  Her  l o o k  was one o f  u n b e l i e v i n g  
s u r p r i s e  and a s t o n i s h m e n t !

" I  t o l d  you i t  w a s n ’ t  y o u . . . ”

”Y e s ,  b u t  i t  i s ,  I mean i t ’ s my f a c e  and my f i g u r e  and oh A1 , 
I ' m  c o n f u s e d .  What i s  t h i s ,  I d o n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d . ”

" I t ’ s j u s t  a g i r l  you d o n ’ t  know and she  j u s t  l o o k s  l i k e  y o u .  
B e s i d e s  you d o n ’ t  have a  swim s u i t  l i k e  t h a t  I ' l l  b e t . ”

”1 do t h o u g h ,  I have  one j u s t  l i k e  i t . ”

T h i s  I h a d n ' t  c o u n t e d  on a t  a l l .  In  f a c t  when I b o u g h t  t h e  
s u i t  I was s u r e  t h a t  i t  was t h e  o n l y  one o f  i t s  k i n d .  Tho c l e r k  
c o u l d  have  bee n  m i s t a k e n  and s t i l l . . o h  h e l l ,  I d i d n ’ t  know,  i t  
seemed l i k e  a  n i g h t m a r e  u n f o l d i n g  i n  h e r  c a r .  The p i c t u r e s  a l l  
s c a t t e r e d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  s e a t — i t  was t r u l y  an  i m p o s s i b l e  s i t u a t i o n .  
P i c t u r e s  I had i n n o c e n t l y  t a k e n  o f  m y s e l f  d r e s s e d  a s  a g i r l  i n  a 
b a t h i n g  s u i t  o n l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  r e m a r k a b l y  r e s e m b l e d  
a g i r l  I had g r a d u a t e d  f rom s c h o o l  w i t h  a n d . . . o h  b r o t h e r !

’’Wel l  A1 , I j u s t  c a n ' t  im a g i n e  an y o n e  l o o k i n g  j u s t  l i k e  me 
b u t  I d i d n ' t  p o se  f o r  t h e s e .  Maybe you t r i e d  some t r i c k  p h o t o 
g r a p h y  and s u p e r i m p o s e d  my h e a d ,  s t i l l  i t ' s . . . ,  oh h e l l ” she  even 
c r i e d .

S lo w ly  I p i c k e d  up t h e  p h o t o s  an d  p u t  them in  t h e  f o l d e r .  I 
t r i e d  t o  p i e c e  i t  t o g e t h e r .  The s i s t e r s  o r  r a t h e r  B e t t y  had  fo u n d  
them and b e l i e v e d  them t o  be s n a p s h o t s  o f  D o r i s  W i l s o n ,  t h e y  t o l d  
h e r  and n a t u r a l l y  D o r i s  came o u t  t o  s ee  t h e m ,  t h a t  was i t .  F i n a l l y  
D o r i s  d r o v e  o f f .

I re sum ed  work on t h e  t r a c t o r .  S t u f f i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  my 
p o c k e t  I t h o u g h t  o v e r  wh at  I ' d  t e l l  my s i s t e r s  a b o u t  D o r i s ' s  v i s i t .  
I i m a g in e d  t h a t  I ' d  s i m p l y  t e l l  them i t  was a  g i r l  I knew and t h a t  
she had come t o  t h e  f a rm  t o  p ose  f o r  me. My s i s t e r s  and  f o l k s  knew 
o f  my p h o t o g r a p h i c  h o b b y .  F o r  some t i m e  when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t a k 
i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  m y s e l f  i n  f e m a l e  c l o t h e s  I d i d  my own d e v e l o p i n g .
I d i d  n o t  r i s k  t h e  l o c a l  s h o p s  f o r  f e a r  o f  d i s c l o s u r e - b u t  my s k i l l  
was n o t  s uch  t h a t  i t  s a t i s f i e d  me. So I f i n a l l y  became b r a v e  
enough t o  have l o c a l  s h o p s  d e v e l o p  t h e  s h o t s  and f i n a l l y  I s e n t  
them away s i n c e  c o l o r  had t o  be s e n t  o f f  anyw ay .  The t h i n g  I h a d -
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n ' t  c o u n t e d  on was t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  f o l k s  had d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  one 
i s o l a t e d  s e t  o f  b a t h i n g  s u i t  s h o t s  i f  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  f i n d  
t h e  o t h e r s .

In  my ro om,  I had t a k e n  e v e r y  p r e c a u t i o n  to w a r d  t h i s  e v e n t u a l 
i t y .  The c l o s e t  w he re  I k e p t  j u s t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  i t e m s — b r a s ,  p a n t 
i e s ,  n y l o n s ,  g i r d l e s ,  f a l s i e s  and  h i g h  h e e l s  had  a f a l s e  bac k  com
p a r t m e n t .  In  t h i s  I s t o r e d  a l l  t h e  f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y  I u s e d  f o r  
d r e s s i n g  u p .  S i n c e  I c u r t a i l e d  my a c t i v i t y  u n t i l  e v e r y o n e  was gone 
I u s e d  B e t t y ’ s c l o t h e s  and makeup so  I d i d n ' t  have  t o  have any 
c l o t h e s  o r  makeup s t o r e d  i n  my room .  The t r e m e n d o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
p h o t o s  I h a d ,  I l o c k e d  in  a  f i r e  p r o o f  c h e s t  and k e p t  t h e  key  w i t h  
me a l w a y s .  Bu t  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  how c u r i o u s  t h i s  e p i s o d e  o f  f i n d 
i n g  t h e  p i n y p  p i c t u r e s  had  made B e t t y .  She had  s t e a l t h l y  c r e p t  
i n t o  my room and commandered t h e  c h e s t .

So t h a t  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  t h e  c h o r e s ,  t h e  wh ole  t h i n g  b u r s t  upon 
me l i k e  a  bomb. I t  was a f t e r  s u p p e r .  B e t t y  was b e s i d e  h e r s e l f  
d u r i n g  t h e  m e a l .  B e t h  t o o  seemed e x c i t e d .  A f t e r  t h e  s u p p e r  t h e y  
i n v i t e d  me t o  t h e i r  room.  I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s u s p e c t e d  some i n q u i r y  
a b o u t  D o r i s  b u t  was s t i l l  a s t o n i s h e d  when t h e  c h e s t  l a y  p r i e d  open 
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e i r  b e d .

Now i n  t h e  c h e s t  I k e p t  o n l y  t h e  most  e x p e r t  e f f o r t s  o f  my 
a r t  o f  f e m i n i n e  p o r t r a y a l .  The c r u d e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  o n e s  showing 
m a s c u l i n e  t r a i t s  were  k e p t  i n  l e s s  a u s t e r e  e n c l o s u r e s ,  b u t  more 
h i d d e n .  What B e t t y  and B e t h  had  f o u n d  were  t h e  b e s t  p h o t o g r a p h i c  
e f f o r t s  I had done o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  and  a  h a l f .  A l l  c o l o r  s h o t s  
and a l l  w i t h  su ch  p e r f e c t  f e m i n i n e  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  t h e y  
s t i l l  w e re  snowed by t h e  d i s g u i s e  o f  m i n e .  Of c o u r s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  D o r i s  W i l s o n  had  p o s e d  f o r  t h e  w hole  b u n c h .  They were a l a r m e d  
a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  were  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  
p i c t u r e  s .

B e t t y  spoke  f i r s t .  "Look wh at  we f o u n d ! "

"You ha ve  no b u s i n e s s  l o o k i n g  i n  my s t u f f  B e t t y . "

"You ha ve  no b u s i n e s s  l e t t i n g  t h a t  W i l s o n  b i t c h  w ear  o u r  
c l o t h e s ,  s h e ' s  g o t  en o u g h  c l o t h e s  t o ,  t o ,  t o . . " B e t h  was r e a l l y  mad.

"What e v e r  p o s s e s s e d  you t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  A l?"

" I t ' s  j u s t  a hobb y I . . . . "  dum bfounded I d i d n ' t  know how t o  
r e p l y . "  D o n ' t  t e l l  m o m . . . "

I ' v e  s e e n  t h e m " ,  M o th e r  s a i d  f rom b e h i n d  me!
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"We've a l l  s e e n  them A l " ,  ray Dad s a i d  a s  he t o o ,  came i n t o  t h e  
g i r l ' s  bed room ,  and now we w a n t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  some k i n d . A l  y o u 
' v e  p o u r e d  a  l o t  o f  money i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g .  I t ' s  y o u r  money and  you 
d o n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  much w i t h  i t .  You d o n ' t  go w i t h  g i r l s  o r  d i d n ' t  
t i l l . . . . a n y w a y , i t ' s  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  a b o u t  s p e n d i n g  money on t h e  
p i c t u r e s . "

I s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  s p e a k ,  I j u s t  l o o k e d  f r o m  one t o  a n o t h e r  a s  
t h e y  f i r e d  u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  a t  me.

"What w e ' d  l i k e  t o  know i s ,  how s e r i o u s l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  D o r i s  
W i l s o n  a r e  you? Some o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s . . . "

Y e s ,  some o f  t h e  s h o t s ,  t h o u g h  v e r y  f e m i n i n e  and g o o d ,  were  o f  
me in  p a n t y  g i r d l e s  o r  j u s t  l a c e  p a n t i e s  and b r a .  I knew w ha t  t h e y  
mus t  be t h i n k i n g ,  b u t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  come up w i t h  an a n s w e r  f o r  
t h e  moment .  I t u r n e d  and r a n  c r y i n g  f r o m  t h e  room and wen t  t o  my 
room and l a y  down s o b b i n g  u n t i l  t h e  h o u s e  was q u i e t  a g a i n .  Had 
t h e y  gone f o r  D o r i s ?

No, I w ent  i n t o  B e t t y ' s  bedr oom  and  t h e  c h e s t  was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  
t h e  b r o k e n  l o c k  s t i l l  r u p t u r e d  b u t  a l l  t h e  p h o t o s  were  t h e r e .  My 
o n l y  s a l v a t i o n  had been  t h a t  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  i n  t h e  c h e s t  had  bee n  
so good t h a t  my d i s g u i s e  had  gone u n r e c o g n i z e d .  By t h i s  s t r a n g e  
f a t e  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  g o d s  c o u l d  h av e  known ,  I l o o k e d  l i k e  D o r i s  
W i l so n  when I d r e s s e d  up i n  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .

They h a d n ' t  gone f o r  D o r i s — o n l y  to  t h e  m o v i e s  i n  to w n .  A f t e r  
t h i s ,  t h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  m e n t i o n .  I t  was o n l y  l a t e r ,  on my n i n e 
t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y ,  when I a n n o u n c e d  I was l e a v i n g  t h e  f a r m  and  g o i n g  
t o  work in  town a t  a  s t o r e  and l i v e  by m y s e l f  i n  an a p a r t m e n t  t h a t  
any  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  e p i s o d e  was made.

"Going t o  l i v e  w i t h  D o r i s ? "  B e t t y  s n i c k e r e d .

" S h u t  up B e t t y ,  h e ' s  o l d  en ough  t o  d e c i d e  f o r  h i m s e l f , "  my 
f a t h e r  a d d e d " . " S o n  w e ' r e  s o r r y  t o  s ee  you l e a v e ,  b u t  i f  you d o n ' t  
want  t o  make f a r m i n g  y o u r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  t h a t ' s  o n l y  f o r  yo u  t o  d e 
c i d e .  I f  you do ch a n g e  y o u r  mind and  come b ac k  t o  u s  i t  w i l l  be 
f i n e  and w e ' l l  be h a p p y  t o  hav e  y o u .

"A1 h o n e y ,  a r e  you s u r e  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  l e a v e ? "  M o t h e r  c r i e d ,  
and t h e  whole  s c e n e  was one o f  s e n t i m e n t a l  a g o n y .  S t i l l  I had 
d e c i d e d  t o  l i v e  by m y s e l f  and  t o  d r e s s  up i n  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  when 
I  damned p l e a s e d  and w i t h  no one t o  w o r r y  me. So o f f  I  w e n t ,  r e n t 
i n g  a  h o t e l  room t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t .  I  h ad  a  n i c e  s a v i n g s  a c c o u n t  and



t h e  n e x t  d a y l l o o k e d  f o r  a  j o b ,  my f i r s t  jo b  away f rom home.

My f i r s t  l o v e ,  women’ s s h o e s ,  l e d  me n a t u r a l l y  t o  a  l a r g e  g i r l ' s  
shoe  s t o r e  i n  S m i t h v i l l e .  I had  made some p u r c h a s e s  t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  
b u t  now I a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  m an ag e r  on a  d i f f e r e n t  m i s s i o n .

"Yes  s i r "  he s a i d .

" I ' m  A1 P r i d d i e  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  work h e r e . "

"Any e x p e r i e n c e ? "  h i s  q u e s t i o n  was c o u r t e o u s  e n o u g h .

"No,  b u t  I c a t c h  on r e a l  q u i c k  and  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a r t  a t  a 
low s a l a r y  u n t i l  I  p r o v e  m y s e l f . "  I was d e s p e r a t e  t o  be n e a r  t h e  
s h o e s  I l o v e d .  A l l  a r o u n d  me were  t h e  m os t  b e a u t i f u l  s h o e s  I had 
e v e r  s e e n  and I was t h r i l l e d  t o  be among th em .  W i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  
t h e  man s a i d :

"W el l  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  we do n e e d  a  c l e r k  and s t o c k  man 
j u s t  now,  b ee n  t h i n k i n g  o f  r u n n i n g  an  a d .  I f  you wan t  t o  s t a r t  a t  
f i f t y  a  week you can s t a r t  r i g h t  now,  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  I ' l l  i n t r o d u c e  
you t o  t h e  f l o o r  f o r e m a n  and he w i l l  a s s i g n  you some w ork .  OK?"

" S u r e ,  l e a d  me o n , "  I s a i d .

" B i l l ,  t h i s  i s  A 1 , A1 P r i d d i e .  S t a r t  h im on p r i c e  m a r k i n g  t h i s  
new s t o c k  and s h e l v i n g  i t .  H e ' l l  c a t c h  on r e a l  q u i c k  and l e t  him 
make some s a l e s  r i g h t  t o d a y .  I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  he f e e l s  u s e f u l  t h e  
f i r s t  d a y , "  Mr.  J o n e s  s a i d  t h i s  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  me and I was 
s t r u c k  w i t h  h i s  c a n d o r .  Mr.  B i l l  R e y n o l d s  was n i c e  t o  me and h e l p e d  
me u s e  t h e  p r i n t e r  m a r k e r  on t h e  shoe b o x e s .  The f i r s t  s t y l e  I 
m ark ed  was  a  l o v e l y  w h i t e  l e a t h e r  h i g h  h e e l e d  pump. J u s t  h o l d i n g  
e a c h  p a i r  a s  I i n s p e c t e d  them  f o r  m ars  t h r i l l e d  me beyond  c o n t r o l  
and I f e l t  t h e  e r o t i c  e f f e c t s  o f  b e i n g  n e a r  t h e  s h o e s .

And so i t  was t h i s  e x t r e m e  l o v e  f o r  l a d i e s  s h o e s  t h a t  l e d  me 
t o  become a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  shoe s a l e s m a n .  Even w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  
c u s t o m e r  I w a i t e d  on t h a t  d a y ,  a  g i r l  w a n t i n g  a  d r e s s  shoe i n  s i z e  
s e v e n ,  I was v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  The g i r l  a s k e d  f o r  a  m e a s u r e m e n t  and 
I g o t  t h e  s t i c k  down. B i l l  h a d n ' t  showed me how t o  u s e  i t  y e t  b u t  
I had w a t c h e d  t h e  o t h e r  c l e r k s  and u s e d  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  I showed 
t h e  g i r l  s i x  p a i r s  i n  h e r  e x a c t  s i z e  and my commen ta ry  d u r i n g  t h e  
s a l e  was w a t c h e d  by B i l l  and a n o t h e r  man. I n s t e a d  o f  s e l l i n g  j u s t  
one p a i r ,  I s o l d  t h e  p r e t t y  g i r l  t h n e e .  So c o n v i n c i n g  was my s p i e l  
t h a t  t h e  g i r l  was i n  a  t r a n c e ,  a l m o s t . I h e a p e d  f l a t t e r y  on h e r  and 
s o r t  o f  s w e p t  h e r  o f f  h e r  f e e t  i n  a  s e n s e .  The s a l e  am ounted t o
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t h i r t e e n  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h r e e  p a i r s .  My l o v e  o f  s h o e s  was s u ch  an 
i m p u tu s  to w a r d  s e l l i n g  s h o e s  t h a t  i n  o n l y  a  few w eek s  I was t o p  man.

I t r i e d  on s h o e s  s e c r e t l y  i n  t h e  s t o c k  room and  was f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e i r  f i t  and f e e l .  I wore  a  t e n  i n  g i r l ' s  s h o e s  and a l l  t h e  
s t y l e s  were  b o u g h t  i n  t e n s .  S in c e  I a c t u a l l y  knew how t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
t y p e s  f e l t  and  l o o k e d  on my f o o t  I was a b l e  t o  co n v e y  t h i s  t o  t h e  
c u s t o m e r s .  O t h e r  c l e r k s  had no s u ch  a d v a n t a g e .  An a d v a n t a g e  I 
n e v e r  r e v e a l e d  t o  them b u t  an a d v a n t a g e  I n e v e r t h e l e s s  e n j o y e d .

Once,  Mr.  J o n e s  a s k e d  me a f t e r  a  s a l e :

"You t o l d  t h a t  g i r l  you knew how t h a t  shoe  f e l t  on t h e  f o o t  and 
e n c o u r a g e d  h e r  t o  buy a  more e x p e n s i v e  p a i r .  How d i d  you know how 
i t  f e l t ,  you sou n d ed  so damn c o n v i n c i n g ? "

" J u s t  s a l e s  t a l k ,  j u s t  s a l e s  t a l k " ,  I a n s w e r e d ,  e m b a r r a s s e d .
But  I knew Mr, J o n e s  r e a d  more i n t o  t h i s  c lu m s y  a n s w e r  t h a n  he 
a c k n o w l e d g e d .

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  few m o n th s  I r e n t e d  an a p a r t m e n t  and a t  n i g h t  
p r a c t i c e d  my d r e s s i n g  i n  f e m a l e  a t t i r e  t o  my h e a r t ' s  c o n t e n t .  My 
body s t o p p e d  g r o w i n g  and I s t a r t e d  t o  a t t a i n  a  more a t t r a c t i v e  
a p p e a r a n c e .  I k e p t  my arms and l e g s  s h a v e d  sm oo th  and a r c h e d  my 
ey ebro w s  i n  a  s low m e t i c u l o u s  manner  so a s  t o  a l l a y  s u s p i c i o n .  I 
d i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u f f e r  some e m b a r r a s s m e n t  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  my a t t e m p t s  
t o  f e m i n i z e  my a p p e a r a n c e .  Once,  a f t e r  w a i t i n g  on a  g i r l  who was 
s o r t  o f  l a u g h i n g  w i t h  h e r  f r i e n d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  g e t  some 
s h o es  t o  show h e r ,  I l i n g e r e d  i n s t e a d  b e h i n d  a  s h e l f  c o m p a r t m e n t  
o n ly  f e e t  f rom t h e  two g i r l s .

"Did you n o t i c e  h i s  ey e b r o w s  a r e  a r c h e d ? "  one s a i d .

" S u r e ,  I  t o l d  you he was q u e e r "  t h e  o t h e r  s a i d  l a u g h i n g l y .

"How d i d  you know,  have you e v e r  s e e n  him b e f o r e ? "

"Only in  h e r e ,  b u t  you can t e l l .  I ' v e  s e e n  h i s  k i n d .  I ' l l  
b e t  h i s  l e g s  a r e  s h a v e d  t o o .  L e t ' s  t r y  t o  g e t  h im t o  bend o v e r .
I ' l l  d ro p  a shoe and when he r e a c h e s  f o r  i t  I ' l l  a c c i d e n t a l l y  l e t  
my h e e l  c a t c h  u n d e r  h i s  c u f f .  I ' l l  b e t  t h e y ' r e  s h a v e d . "

On h e a r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  an a b n o r m a l i t y  I was some
what  t h u n d e r s t r u c k ,  b u t  s t i l l  amused and  e x c i t e d  t o o .  I d i d n ' t  f e a r  
th e  g i r l s ,  i n s t e a d  I d e c i d e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e i r  p l a n  t o  s u c c e e d  and  s ee  
the  r e s u l t s .  I had r e a d  a l l  a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and  knew t h a t  some 
who p r a c t i c e d  i t  g e t  a  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o u t  o f  b e i n g  c a u g h t  a t  i t  o r
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m a r t y r i z e d  by a  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e i r  s t r a n g e n e s s .  I f e l t  an e x 
h i l a r a t i o n  a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  were  so i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  me a s  t o  a t t e m p t  su ch  a  p l a n  a s  t h e y  c o n t e m p l a t e d .  As I demon
s t r a t e d  t h e  s h o e s ,  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  one s l i p p e d  u n d e r  t h e  b e n c h  and a s  
one o f  t h e  g i r l s  p i c k e d  i t  u p ,  she  c a u g h t  t h e  h i g h  h e e l  u n d e r  my 
c u f f .

M0h I ' m  s o r r y ,  gee  how c lu m s y  o f  me" she  s a i d .

The o t h e r  g i r l  g i g g l e d  and I l a u g h e d  t o o ,  ev en  t o  my own s u r 
p r i s e  .

B eh in d  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  a g a i n  I o v e r h e a r d  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n .

"W h a t 'd  I t e l l  y o u ,  smooth  a s  s i l k "  one l a u g h e d .

" I ' l l  be damned,  y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  w ha t  s h a l l  we do now?"

"Why n o t h i n g ,  j u s t  a c t  n a t u r a l .  T h es e  g u y s  a r e n ' t  dumb. I f  
we say  a n y t h i n g  h e ' l l  know w e ' r e  g a y .  I would  l i k e  t o  m ee t  h im o u t  
s i d e  t h e  s t o r e  t h o u g h ,  how can we manage i t ? "

From b e h i n d  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  I s m i l e d  t o  m y s e l f .  S u r e ,  I ' l l  a s k  
them f o r  a  d a t e  and t e l l  them I can l i n e  up a  guy  f o r  t h e  b l o n d  and 
I ' l l  t a k e  t h e  b r u n e t t e .  I now knew t h e y  were  l e s b i a n s ,  t h o u g h  I 
had s u s p e c t e d  i t  when t h e y  were  so  o b s e r v a n t  o f  my m a n n e r i s m s  and 
f e m i n i n i t y .  And i f  t h e y  d i d  a c c e p t  i t ,  i t  would  be my f i r s t  d a t e  
b u t  w i t h  a  gay  g i r l  I had no f e a r ,  k n o w in g  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  be
l o s t  and my l a c k  o f  s e x  d r i v e  would  n o t  be c r i t i c i z e d .

"How a b o u t  a  d a t e  t o n i g h t ?  I a s k e d  on my r e t u r n  f rom  t h e  
s t o c k s .  My c a n d o r  s t a r t l e d  t h e  b l o n d .

" W e l l . . . . O K  w i t h  you J a n e ?  Can you  g e t  a  g uy  f o r  h e r ? "

" S u r e ,  whe re  w i l l  you two b e ? "

"Come o v e r  t o  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  a b o u t  s e v e n  t h i r t y ,  h e r e ' s  t h e  
a d d r e s s  she s a i d .  W e ' l l  t a k e  t h e s e  two p a i r s  o f  s h o e s ,  do we pay 
y o u ?"

"No, a t  t h e  c h e ck  o u t  c o u n t e r  o v e r  t h e r e "  I s a i d .  " I ' l l  s ee  
you b o t h  t o n i g h t . "  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  one o f  t h e
g i r l s  was j u s t  my s i z e .  I knew she  wore  a  t e n  shoe  a s  I had s o l d
h e r  two p a i r s .  So l a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  I t h o u g h t  o v e r  wha t  m i g h t  o c c u r  
I had j u s t  r e a d  a book on bondage  w he re  two g i r l s  t i e d  up a  guy in  
g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  and b e a t  him f o r  k i c k s .  What i f  t h e y  w a n te d  t o  do 
t h i s ?  The i d e a  i n t r i g u e d  me. I c o n t e m p l a t e d  wha t  I s h o u l d  w e a r  on



ray f i r s t  d a t e  w i t h  a  g i r l — two g i r l s ,  i n  f a c t ,  s i n c e  I had no i n 
t e n t i o n  o f  s h a r i n g  my new a c q u a i n t a n c e s  w i t h  anyone  e l s e .  B e s i d e s ,  
b e i n g  a  t r a n s v e s t i t e  I had  no f r i e n d s  e x c e p t  t h e  s t o r e  e m p l o y e e s ,  
s i n c e  I c o u l d  n o t  r i s k  an y o n e  coming t o  my a p a r t m e n t  and f i n d i n g  me 
in  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  w i g ,  h e e l s  and e v e r y t h i n g .

F o r  t h e  d a t e  I ch o s e  a  c o m p l e t e  f e m i n i n e  w a r d r o b e ,  b u t  s t i l l  
n o t  o v e r l y  f e m i n i n e .  I wore  b l a c k  l a c e  p a n t i e s  and no b r a ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  n o t  w a n t i n g  a f e m i n i n e  o u t l i n e  on t h e  s t r e e t s .  I j u s t  w a n t 
ed a s  many f e m i n i n e  a r t i c l e s  a s  I c o u l d  w ear  and s t i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t 
l y  m a s c u l i n e .  I o f t e n  wore  t h i s  p s e u d o  f e m i n i n e  o u t f i t .  F o r  a 
b l o u s e  I had  a  g i r l ' s  "v"  n e c k  t e e  s h i r t ,  s i n c e  I d i d n ' t  wan t  t o  
r i s k  t h e  r i g h t - l e f t  b u t t o n i n g  o f  a  s h i r t  o r  c a r d i g a n  s w e a t e r  o r  t h e  
f e m i n i n e  f o l d i n g  o f  a  s w e a t e r  w i t h o u t  b u t t o n s .  F o r  s l a c k s  I wore 
a  p a i r  o f  g i r l ' s  s l a c k s  I had b o u g h t  i n  a  r e a l  l o n g - l e g g e d  s i z e .
By b u y i n g  t h e  r e a l  l o n g  t a l l  g i r l  s i z e  I m e r e l y  c u t  them o f f  up on 
t h e  l e g  l e a v i n g  them more o r  l e s s  u n t a p e r e d  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  a  
s e v e r e  t a p e r e d  l e g .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  me t o  w ear  them on t h e  s t r e e t .
The f l y  f a s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a s  d i d  m e n ' s  so t h e y  a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  
f o r  m e n ' s  p a n t s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  p o c k e t s  i n  f r o n t  were  l e s s  roomy 
and i f  one was v e r y  d i s c e r n i n g  t h e  c r o t c h  was n o t  made e x a c t l y  a s  
i t  i s  i n  m e n ' s  t r o u s e r s .  A l s o  t h e  back  p o c k e t s  were  f a k e  w i t h  o n l y  
f l a p s  t h a t  b u t t o n e d  down. I d i d n ' t  c u f f  them s i n c e  some o f  t h e  i v y  
l e a g u e  s t y l e s  we re  c u f f l e s s .  My b a s i c  d e s i r e  was t o  wear  c l o t h e s  
t h a t  o t h e r  g i r l ' s  were  w e a r i n g  so I d i d n ' t  s p o i l  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t y l e  
i f  I c o u l d  a v o i d  i t .  N o t h i n g  t h r i l l e d  me more t h a n  m e e t i n g  a  g i r l  
i n  a  g ay  b a r  and s e e i n g  h e r  w e a r i n g  a  t e e  s h i r t  o r  b l o u s e  and 
s l a c k s  l i k e  m i n e .  F o r  s h o e s ,  I had a  p a i r  o f  g i r l ' s  l o a f e r s  t h a t  
had r a t h e r  t h i c k  s o l e s .  The vamp was n a t u r a l l y  s h o r t e r  b u t  i n  a  
s i z e  t e n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  was d e f i n i t e l y  m a n n i s h .  I was c a r e f u l  n o t  
t o  t a k e  o u t  t h e  b r a n d  name in  t h e  s o l e  a s  i t  t o l d  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  
t h e y  were  g i r l ' s  l o a f e r s  when I s l i p p e d  them o f f  in  t h e  c a s u a l  
man ner  some p e o p l e  p r a c t i c e .  F o r  s t o c k i n g s  I b r a v e l y  wore bobby 
sox  w i t h  t h e  l e s s  f l a g r a n t  r i b b i n g .  A g i r l ' s  n a r r o w  b e l t  w i t h  a 
c u t e  b u c k l e  f i n i s h e d  my p s u e d o  o u t f i t .  I c a r r i e d  a  g i r l ' s  b i l l f o l d  
w i t h  t h e  f l a p  b u t t o n i n g  t a b  and wore a g i r l ' s  w a tc h  w i t h  a  hea v y  
g i r l ' s  b a n d .  So w h i l e  t o  t h e  c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r  I l o o k e d  l i k e  a s l i m  
s t y l i s h  m a l e ,  p r o b a b l y  a  c o l l e g e  boy on my way t o  a  d a t e ,  I was in  
f a c t  d r e s s e d  e n t i r e l y  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  f rom  my p i n k  s k i n  o u t ,  
ev en  a  g i r l ' s  u n d e r s h i r t  i n s t e a d  o f  a  b r a .

I wou ld  o f  c o u r s e  p r e f e r  t o  be d r e s s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  f e m a l e  
c l o t h e s .  R e a l  g i r l ' s  g a r m e n t s — s k i r t s ,  d r e s s e s ,  and h i g h  h e e l s —
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t h e  w o r k s .  I d i d  d r e s s  t h i s  way in  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  my a p a r t m e n t  
w i t h  w ig ,  makeup and e v e r y t h i n g .  Bu t  I l a c k e d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  go 
o u t  t h i s  way in  p u b l i c .  My f a m i l y  s t i l l  l i v e d  o u t s i d e  S m i t h v i l l e  
so i f  I was c a u g h t  t h e y  would  s u f f e r  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  I .  
S t i l l  I won de re d  i f  I was s k i l l f u l  enough  t o  d e f y  d e t e c t  i on ,  w h e t h e r  
I c o u l d  p u l l  i t  o f f .  I t  was so h a r d  t o  j u d g e  m y s e l f  o b j e c t i v e l y  and 
y e t  i f  I c o u l d  wa lk  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  f e m a l e  d i s g u i s e ,  oh wh at  a 
t h r i l l .  S i l e n t l y  I t h o u g h t  o f  t h i s  a s  I a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  g i r l ' s  
f l a t .

The b i g  b l o n d  welcomed me i n .

" W e l l ,  l o o k  how c u t e  you a r e "  she  m o c k i n g l y  g r e e t e d  me.

Of c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  l e s b i a n s  t h e  g i r l s  r e c o g n i z e d  my p s eu d o  fem
i n i n e  a t t i r e .  They t h e m s e l v e s  wore t h e  same h e a v y  s o l e d  l o a f e r s  
and t h e  m an n i sh  s l a c k s .  B l o n d i e  had on a p a i r  j u s t  l i k e  m in e .

"Come on in  d o l l ,  w h e r e ' s  t h e  o t h e r  g u y ?"

" C o u l d n ' t  make i t "  I s a i d  w e a k l y ,  r e a l i z i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t im e  how l a r g e  t h e  b i g  b l o n d  w as .  The o t h e r  g i r l  was I i m a g i n e d  
t h e  p a s s i v e  p a r t n e r  in  t h i s  l o v e  n e s t .  She was a c t u a l l y  f e m i n i n e  
in  e v e r y  way and wore a d r e s s  and h e e l s .  N o t h i n g  a b o u t  h e r  spoke 
o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  now anyw ay ,  b u t  t h e  b l o n d  g i r l  was s o m e t h i n g  d i f f 
e r e n t .  The t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  me f i r s t  were  t h e  g i r l ' s  m u s c l e s .
The arm b i c e p s  were l a r g e  and d e f i n e d  l i k e  a  m a n ' s .  She must  have  
p r a c t i c e d  w e i g h t  l i f t i n g  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  Her  w a i s t  was t h i n  and h e r  
h i p s  n o t  f u l l  a t  a l l ,  y e t  h e r  b u s t  was  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  and  t h r o b b e d  
u n d e r  t h e  s l e e v e l e s s  t e e  s h i r t .  She was l a r g e  b oned  and  m us t  have  
worn t h e  same s i z e s  i n  c l o t h e s  a s  I d i d .  S i x t e e n  s u r e l y  i n  a  d r e s s  
and she had been  w e a r i n g  a  d r e s s  a t  t h e  s t o r e  e a r l i e r  and  a  v e r y  
p r e t t y  one a t  t h a t .  I had c o n t e m p l a t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  h e r  mak ing  me 
p u t  t h e  d r e s s  on and b e a t  me o r  s o m e t h i n g .  S t i l l  t h e  a c t  m i g h t  n o t  
e x c i t e  me l i k e  in  t h e  bond age s t o r i e s .  Bu t  I s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  m y s e l f  
t h i s  n i g h t  a s  a g e n t l e  lamb g o i n g  t o  t h e  s l a u g h t e r .  My t h o u g h t s  
were  q u i c k l y  j u s t i f i e d . . . .

The b l o n d  g r a b b e d  me i n  a  v i s e - l i k e  g r i p .

"Now b a b y ,  l e t ' s  s ee  t h o s e  smooth  l e g s  o f  y o u r s . "  She s t a r t e d  
t o  p u l l  a t  my S l a c k s  and b u c k l e .

" P l e a s e  d o n ' t  h u r t  me" I p l e a d e d .  A l t h o u g h  I was no w e a k l i n g  
I seemed p o w e r l e s s  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  b l o n d e ' s  s t r e n g t h ,  and t h e n  some
how, I w a n te d  h e r  t o  m a n h an d le  me. I t  was a  f e e l i n g  o f  e x h i l a r a t i o n .
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t h a t  I h ad  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e f o r e .  I c o u l d  j u s t  e n v i s i o n  t h a t  
t h e y  would  t i e  me up and d r e s s  me in  f e m a l e  c l o t h e s — t h e  b l o n d e ' s  
c l o t h e s — d r e s s  and h e e l s  and e v e r y t h i n g — and t h e n  p r o c e e d  t o  b e a t  
me i n t o  an  u n c o n s c i o u s  s t a t e .

But  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  h a p p e n e d .  The o t h e r  g i r l  g o t  up a n a  h i t  
t h e  b i g  b l o n d  o v e r  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a  l a m p .  The g l a s s  c l a t t e r e d  t o  
t h e  f l o o r  and t h e  b l o n d  w i t h  i t  i n  a  h e a p  o f  m a s s i v e  f l e s h .  She 
mus t  h ave  w e ig h e d  two h u n d r e d  po u n d s  b e c a u s e  t h e  o l d  f l o o r  i n  t h e  
t e n e m e n t  shook  w i t h  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  h e r  f a l l .  S t a r t l e d ,  I l o o k e d  
down a t  h e r  o n l y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h e r  wig  h ad  f a l l e n  o f f  and she was 
a c t u a l l y  a t r a n s v e s t i t e . . . . a  m a n . . . . b u t  p e r f e c t  in  t h e  a r t  o f  d i s 
g u i s e .  I s u d d e n l y  r e a l i z e d  how d i f f e r e n t  f a c e t s  o f  " h e r "  c h a r a c t e r  
had c a u s e d  me t o  w o n d e r .  The g r u f f n e s s  o f  " h e r "  v o i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  
shoe s a l e  e v e n .  I had n e v e r  met  such  an e x p e r t  i m p e r s o n a t o r  a s  t h e  
b l o n d .

The f o r c e  w i t h  w h ich  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l ,  J a n e  had h i t  t h e  b l o n d  
j a r r e d  h e r  a l s o .  And I n o t i c e d  she  t o o  wore  a  w ig .  Her r e a l  h a i r  
was b l a c k .  What t h e  h e l l  was g o i n g  on h e r e  I t h o u g h t .  I examined  
J a n e  more c r i t i c a l l y .  Y e s ,  she  was a b o u t  my s i z e  t o o ,  o n l y  n o t  
h e a v y  b u t  s l e n d e r — a b o u t  one h u n d r e d  and f i f t e e n  o r  t w e n t y .  Ye t  
t h e y  were  p r o b a b l y  t h e  same d r e s s  s i z e .  In  t h e  s t o r e  and even  h e r e  
I had b ee n  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  b l o n d  and h a d n ' t  p a i d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n 
t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l .

The g i r l ' s  r e a l  h a i r  was p i n n e d  down r e a l  t i g h t  on h e r  hea d  
and t h e  wig  was drawn o v e r  i t .  S t i l l  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  a  w ig .  The 
o t h e r  g i r l  s p o k e :

" I ' m  s o r r y  A1 , I d o n ' t  know why I l e t  h im do i t .  I was j u s t  
c r a z y .  I ' v e  known him a  l o n g  t i m e  and g e t  a  bang  o u t  o f  h i s  c a v o r t 
i n g  a b o u t  i n  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .  I g u e s s  I knew he was c r a z y  enough  t o  
do s o m e t h i n g  t e r r i b l e  l i k e  t h i s .  And when I saw you i n  t h e  s t o r e  
t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  him i n  and s ee  i f  we c o u l d  coax  
you  i n t o . . . . w e l l , I ' m  s t i l l  p u z z l e d  a b o u t  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  you had a  
l o n g  t i m e  a g o . "

J u n e ,  J u n e ,  s u r e ,  B o r i s  June  W i l s o n .  The wig t h r e w  me o f  
c o u r s e .  The v o i c e ,  t h e  s i z e  and  now t h i s .

" Y o u ' r e  D o r i s ?  D o r i s  W i l s o n ? "  I f e l l  bac k  o n t o  t h e  s o f a .

" Y es ,  I ' v e  b ee n  c r a z y  a b o u t  gay  l i f e  and s t u f f  s i n c e ,  w e l l ,  I 
s t a r t e d  t o  c o l l e g e  and t h e n  l e f t .  I g u e s s  I g o t  t i r e d  o f  i t  and
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a l l .  I ’m n o t  r e a l l y  g a y ,  i t ’ s j u s t  w e l l ,  I ’m a l l  m ixed  u p .  I 
t h o u g h t  you m i g h t  be g ay  t o o .  I ev en  w o n d e r ed  a b o u t  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
and a l l  way bac k  t h e n .  I had t o  know,  I d i d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u .
I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  you were  r e a l  n i c e .  I n  t h e  s t o r e  you l o o k e d  so 
n e a t  and a l l ,  even  t h e  e y e b r o w s .  Even i f  y o u r  l e g s  a r e  s h a v e d  
t h a t ’ s no c r i m e .  J am ie  h e r e  a l w a y s  makes  m o u n t a i n s  o u t  o f  m o l e h i l l s  
anyway.  He s a i d  he b e t  you were  l i k e  h im ,  a  d r a g  qu een  he c a l l s  
t h e m . "  D o r i s  was r e a l l y  g o i n g  now,  and she  c o n t i n u e d .  " I t  f i g u r e d ,  
t o o ,  i f  you r e a l l y  d i d  p o s e  f o r  t h e  p h o t o s ,  y o u r  e y e b r o w s  and l e g s  
now and t h e  c l o t h e s  you a r e  w e a r i n g , ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  r e a l  g i r l i s h . . .
Oh A l , I ’ve been a  b i g  f o o l  a b o u t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  w i l l  you e v e r  f o r g i v e  
me?” I k i s s e d  D o r i s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

I h e l d  D o r i s  i n  my ar ms  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  t h e n  s l o w l y  we w a lk e d  
down t h e  s t a i r s .  The b i g  b l o n d  d r a g  qu ee n  was s t i l l  a s l e e p  f r om  t h e  
t e r r i b l e  b low on h i s  h e a d .

V/e w a lk ed  t o w a r d  my a p a r t m e n t .  I k e p t  e v e r y  f e m i n i n e  i t e m  o f  
mine h i d d e n  j u s t  a s  a t  home.  I was aw are  t h a t  som et ime  I w ould  o r  
m ig h t  b r i n g  someone f rom t h e  s t o r e  home.  Then i t  m us t  l o o k . l i k e  
j u s t  t h e  a v e r a g e  b a c h e l o r  a p a r t m e n t .  I f  an i t e m  o r  two d i d  a p p e a r  
I c o u l d  e x p l a i n  t h a t  i.t was a f r i e n d ' s  o r  t h a t  ray s i s t e r  h a d  l e f t  
i t .  They c o u l d n ’ t  g u e s s  u n l e s s  t h e y  f o u n d  f a l s i e s  o r  w i g s ,  b u t  I 
k e p t  t h e s e  w e l l  h i d d e n .

D o r i s  was q u i e t  t i l l  we wen t  i n t o  my p l a c e .

"Oh, t h i s  i s  n i c e  Al"  she  s a i d .

" C o m f o r t a b l e ,  n o t h i n g  f a n c y  b u t  p r e t t y  n i c e "  I s a i d .

" L e t  me e a t  s o m e t h i n g ,  I ’m s t a r v e d "  she  s a i d .

"OK I ’ l l  f i x  i t  f o r  y o u . "  I s e t  a b o u t  f i x i n g  a  m e a l ,  j u s t  a s  
any g i r l  o r  man who was u s e d  t o  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  h i s  own m e a l s .  D o r i s  
w a tc h e d  i d l y  and p r o b a b l y  w onde re d  a t  my s t r a n g e n e s s .

"Are t h o s e  r e a l l y  g i r l ’ s s l a c k s  A l , l i k e  J am ie  s a i d ? "

"Naw, t h e y  a r e  j u s t  i v y ' s .  Jams j u s t  p u t  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  o v e r  
on y o u ,  d a r l i n g .  You know how t h a t  k i n d  i s , e v e n  i n  t h e  s t o r e  he 
was s u s p i c i o u s .  But  h e l l ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  have  a  l o t  o f  h a i r ,  n e v e r  
d i d ,  and my b r o w s ,  w e l l ,  I c a n ’ t  see  a n y t h i n g  so bad  a b o u t  them .
The g u y s  have  n e v e r  s a i d  a n y t h i n g . "

I was a n x i o u s  now t o  a p p e a r  n o r m a l  i n  f r o n t  o f  D o r i s .  F o r  one 
t h i n g ,  she  knew my s i s t e r  B e t t y  and I m us t  c o n v i n c e  h e r  o f  my
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i n n o c e n c e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  J am ie  had  p l a n t e d  in  h e r  m in d .  Then t o o ,  
B o r i s  was t h o r o u g h l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  gay  l i f e  and d r a g  q u e e n s .  A c t 
u a l l y  t h i s  c o u l d  h e l p  me s i n c e  B o r i s  w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  me t e l l i n g  t h i s  
t o  one and a l l .  So i t  was a  m u t u a l  t r u s t — o r  d i s t r u s t ,  w h i c h e v e r  
one d e c i d e d  t o  c a l l  i t .  Over t h e  m e a l ,  I r emem bered  t h a t  B o r i s  had 
t o l d  me how t i r e d  she  was o f  r u n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  g ay  crowd and how n i c e  
i t  would  be t o  s e t t l e  down w i t h  a  man now a f t e r  m e s s i n g  up h e r  
c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  and a l l .  I t h o u g h t  o f  p r o p o s i n g ,  t o o .  Sure  I would  
h av e  t o  c u r t a i l  my t r a n s v e s t i s m , ,  b u t  I c o u l d  w ear  my p s u e d o - a t t i r e  
a t  home and  maybe l a t e r  a p p r o a c h  B o r i s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t r a n s v e s t 
i s m .  She had  a d m i t t e d  she  l i k e d  g ay  l i f e  o n c e ,  why w o u l d n ' t  she 
u n d e r s t a n d ?  He t h o u g h t  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room a s  
t h e y  w a t c h e d  t e l e v i s i o n .

"We've  b o t h  a c t e d  s t r a n g e l y  h o n ey "  I t o l d  B o r i s ,  " y o u r  w e a r i n g  
t h e  wig  and  a l l " .

B o r i s  s t a r t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  whole  t h i n g .

"Wel l  i t  a l l  g o e s  c l e a r  b ac k  t o  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  you h a d .  I 
knew t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  me, s t i l l  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  t h r e w  me. I was 
b a f f l e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  a w h i l e  I f o r g o t  i t .  I s t a r t e d  c o l l e g e .  Soon I 
s t a r t e d  g o i n g  c r a z y  a f t e r  t h i s  g ay  s t u f f .  Some o f  t h e  f r a t s  were 
g a y  an d  some o f  t h e  g u y s  d i d  w e ar  g i r l ' s  t h i n g s  a t  t i m e s .  A f t e r  I 
l e a r n e d  more and  more a b o u t  t h i s  s t u f f ,  I w o n d e red  i f  you had been  
t h a t  way.  W e l l ,  I g o t  o u t  o f  c o l l e g e  and s t a r t e d  r u n n i n g  w i t h  t h i s  
b u n ch  o f  g a y  k i d s .  I met  Jam ie  who was a  d r a g e r  a s  t h e y  c a l l  them.
I s u d d e n l y  re mem bere d  t h a t  you were  w o r k i n g  in  t h e  s t o r e .  I ' d  s ee n  
you b e f o r e  and w o n d e r e d  how you were  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  t i m e .  So I 
“f o l d  J am ie  a b o u t  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  so l o n g  ago and a b o u t  y o u r  n e v e r  
d a t i n g  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  and  i t  l a i d  a  p a t t e r n  f o r  him I g u e s s . "

"How'd I f i t  t h e  p a t t e r n ? "  I a s k e d .

" R e a l  g o o d ,  l a d ,  r e a l  g o o d .  I g o t  c a r r i e d  away i n  t h e  s t o r e .  
J am ie  g av e  me t h e  w i g .  When I knew you d i d n ' t  know me I g o t  g i d d y .  
I t  was f u n ,  maybe I c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u .  I s t i l l  
l i k e  y o u ,  you know,  ev en  i f  you n e v e r  d i d  c a r e  a b o u t  me much. So I 
g e t  c a r r i e d  away,  we p u l l  up y o u r  c u f f s  and a c t  r e a l  q u e e r  and a l l .  
You w e n t  r i g h t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t  t h o u g h ,  and  t h a t  c o n v i n c e d  me. R e a l l y ,  
i f  you had n o t  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  d a t e ,  I m i g h t  h ave  w o n d e r e d ,  b u t  a c t 
i n g  w e l l ,  h e t e r o  a b o u t  t h e  w ho le  t h i n g  I t h o u g h t  I ' d  s ee  how f a r  
J am ie  w ou ld  g o . "

"He w en t  p r e t t y  f a r  I ' d  s a y . "
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'‘Sure ,  but  I kne w I c o u l d  c l o b b e r  h i m  w i t h  t h a t  l a m p .  I was  
s c a r e d  t h o u g h  and s t i l l  a m .  G e e ,  wh a t  i f  h e ’s h u r t ? ”

" Th a t  l u g ?  I ' l l  b e t  h e ’s m a r c h i n g  r i g h t  o f f  s o m e w h e r e  l o o k i n g  
for us,  " I s a i d .

" I ' l l  c a l l  h i m  l a t e r ,  ” she s a i d ,  l o w e r i n g  her  h e a d  i n  d e e p  t h o u g h t .  
T h e n  she l o o k e d  r i g h t  i n t o  my e y e s  and s a i d ,  " I ' v e  b e e n  k i d d i n g  m y 
s e l f ,  A l .  If  I was  r e a l l y  l e s b i a n  why  w o u l d  I t a k e  up w i t h  a drag  
q u e e n  l i k e  J a m i e ? "

" B e c a u s e  J a m i e  i s  so m u c h  l i k e  a g i r l - - b u t  y o u  r e a l l y  kn o w h e ’s 
a man?"  I s a i d .

She  b l i n k e d  her  e y e s  k n o w i n g l y  s a y i n g ,  " S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  
oh,  h e ' s  a r e a l  g o o f y  g uy ,  but  h e ’s l o n e l y ,  t o o .  I m e a n  I f e l t  sorry  
for h i m  in a w a y - - b u t  not  a f t e r  t o n i g h t .  H e ’s j u s t  t o o  w e i r d ,  p u l l 
i n g  t hi s  c a p e r  wi t h  y o u  and a l l .  "

" We l l ,  he  is w e i r d ,  " I s a i d .  But I was  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  my  c l o s e t  
and how w e i r d  Dor i s  w o u l d  f i nd t he  s t a c k  of  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  f a l s i e s ,  
and w i g s .  And y e t ,  wo u l d  i t  be  so we i r d  to her  i f  I c o u l d  e x p l a i n  i t  
r i g h t ?  Dor i s  g o t  up to  l e a v e  and I a s k e d  her  i f  I c o u l d  g i v e  her  a 
r i ng  t o m o r r o w .

"I 'd l i k e  t ha t ,  Al ,  " and a g a i n  I h e l d  her  r e a l  c l o s e  and our l i p s  
c a m e  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  a l o n e s o m e n e s s  I k i e w  we b o t h  a c h e d  w i t h .  And I 
w a n t e d  t o m o r r o w  to be r i g h t  t ha t  i n s t a n t .  I s t o o d  by t he  door  l i s t e n 
i n g  to her  f o o t s t e p s  f a d e  o f f  in t he  d i s t a n c e .

It was  D o r i s ’s f o o t s t e p s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  me  out  of  my l o n g  r e m i n i s 
c e n c e .  As I hur r i e d  to the  door  i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  y e a r s  had p a s s e d  
s i n c e  the  p h o n e  c a l l  o n l y  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e .  But I was  now d e t e r m i n e d  
to t e l l  her  t he  w h o l e ,  t he  c o m p l e t e  s t o r y ,  and w i t h  an a n x i o u s ,  h u n 
gry n e r v o u s n e s s  I t hr e w o p e n  t he  do o r .

Wi t h o u t  s p e a k i n g  we e m b r a c e d  wi t h  a w a r mt h  t h a t  s hut  out  t he  
c h i l l  of  t he  e v e n i n g  air t h a t  h u n g  i n  t he  d o o r w a y .  And s o m e t h i n g  
t o l d  me  t h a t  e v e n  i f  Dor i s  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  a m a l e  l e s b i a n  was  p o s s i b l e ,  
she w o u l d  b e l i e v e  i n  m e .  And t h a t  was  a l l  t h a t  m a t t e r e d .
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Visit To A Happy Man

by D o r i s  ( 3 2 - G - 4 )

High on a h i l l top ,  dom inat ing  the c i ty  yet  s e c lu d e d  fr o m  it, is 
the h o m e  of a fortunate  m an  and his  f a m i ly .  The town is  lo ca ted  
in the ro l l in g ,  b a r r e n  and a l m o s t  t r e e l e s s  r eg ion s  of the N o r t h 
w e s t ,  ye t  one of  the v e r y  few g r e e n  g r o v e s  in that c i ty  l ine  the  
c r e s t  of that s t r a t e g i c  h i l l top  and allow th o se  with in  a v iew of the 
a w e s o m e  s c e n e r y  y e t  e f f e c t i v e l y  b lock  o u t s i d e r s  f r o m  s e e in g  the  
w ide  lawns and l o v e ly  h o m e  that l i e s  w ith in  th e ir  p r o te c t i v e  b r a n 
c h e s  .

T h is  is  the h o m e  of A nn et te ,  w h o s e  ta le  w as  to ld in T r a n s v e s  - 
t ia  # 5 ,  w h o s e  c o v e r  h e r  p ic tu re  g r a c e d  as the f i r s t  of this  m a g 
a z in e '  s " C over  G i r l s " .  When a b u s i n e s s  trip  took m e  c l o s e  to 
the reg ion  w h e r e  A nnette  l i v e s ,  fortune and f o r e s ig h t  enab led  m e  
to m a k e  the in i t ia l  con tac t  that a l l o w e d  m e  the chance  to pay a 
v i s i t  to th is  m an  who is s o m e t i m e s  A nnette  to h i s  fam i ly .

It w a s  a v i s i t  I look back  on now with  a g r e a t  dea l  of p le a s u r e ,  
for  I f e e l  that I h ave  s e e n  a h o m e  w h e r e in  t r a n s v e s t i s m  has b e 
c o m e  a thing without  any t inge  of s h a m e ,  the h om e of a happy man  
and his  happy f a m i l y .  A nn et te  is  a p e r s o n  fortunate  beyond m o s t ,  

'and to be a g u e s t  in the h e a r t  of  that f a m i l y  for  a few hou rs  w as  
an e x p e r i e n c e  to be c h e r i s h e d .

A s  r e a d e r s  of th is  m a g a z i n e  know a lr e a d y ,  Annette  is  one  
w h o s e  w i fe  and m o t h e r  have  r e c o g n i z e d  h is  d e s i r e  and have a c 
q u i e s c e d .  T h is  is  not a lw a y s  e a s y  or p o s s i b l e ,  and to m e  it w as  
a m a t t e r  of i n t e r e s t  to s e e  w hy and how th is  good fortune c a m e  
to this  one p e r s o n .  I b e l i e v e  I know s o m e th in g  of  the a n s w e r .

I w a s  m e t  at the a ir p o r t  by  a ta l l ,  s m i l i n g  young m an  and his  
l i t t le  y e a r - a n d - a - h a l f  old  son .  T h is  w a s  S w h o m  we knew of 
under h is  f e m in in e  c o u n te r p a r t .  S is an e a s y - t o - k n o w  person ,



that was  c l e a r  f r o m  the s ta r t ,  and it w a s  a l s o  c l e a r  r ight  at the  
beginning that he m o v e d  with  c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e  and an outward  
integri ty  as to h is  TV d e s i r e s .  I found h is  h o m e  a w ond er fu l  
place ,  s e c lu d e d ,  yet  s e t  in a v a le  of  s u n s h in e  and g r a s s  and f l o w 
ers  that p e r m it t e d  f r e e d o m  to s t r o l l  and lo l l  in the light without  
fear of i n t e r l o p e r s .  I w a s  in tro d u ced  to h i s  m o t h e r ,  a c h a r m in g  
lady, to a cou p le  of f a m i l y  f r i e n d s ,  to h is  w i f e ,  and to h is  two  
l i ttle ch i ldren .

Then S took le ave  to d r e s s  and ch an ge  into the f e m in in e  p e r 
sonali ty  he so m u ch  enjoyed .  I w o n d e r e d  what  he would  look  
l ike, and when,  a cou p le  h o u r s  la t e r ,  I m e t  A n n et te  I b e l i e v e  I 
understood  at la s t  the s e c r e t  of h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  by the c i t i z e n s  
who c o m e  to m e e t  h im  in both p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  That  s e c r e t  is  s i m 
ple: S the m a n  and Annette the g i r l  a r e  both c h a r m in g ,  o u tw a r d 
flowing,  e a s y - g o i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  S i s  fortunate  in having a 
low -p i tch ed  v o ic e ,  a m a l e  v o i c e  w hen  h e a r d  without s e e i n g  the  
sp eak er .  But without  any change  in tone ,  it is  a l s o  a n a tu ra l  for  
Annette .

Annette  is_ a n a tu ra l .  S h e ’s b ig ,  o v e r  s ix  f e e t ,  but s h e ’s the  
em b od im en t  of the B ig  B lon d e .  Without o f f e n s e ,  A nn et te  is that  
bouncy B ig  B londe who is  a lw a y s  a d e l igh t  to m e e t  at p a r t i e s ,  
and f u n -a f f a i r s ,  a n atu ra l  fu n - lo v in g  ty p e ,  s h a p e ly ,  s m i l i n g ,  
f r iend ly  and open.  F r o m  s u c h  a B ig  B lo n d e ,  the low, s l ig h t ly  
husky v o ic e ,  is  e n t i r e l y  natura l .

And I don't b e l i e v e  t h e r e ’s any d e c e p t io n  h e r e .  S is  a g o o d -  
natured,  fu n - lo v in g  guy,  and A n n et te  is  no d i f f e r e n t .  A n n et te  i s  
a ls o  quite  adept at h e r  r o l e .  I can  now b e l i e v e  it when  s h e  to ld  
m e that e v e n  though she  a lw a y s  t e l l s  the p eo p le  she  m e e t s  that  
she is a m an ,  th ey  tend not to b e l i e v e  h e r .  Why s o ?  B e c a u s e  
it is r e a l l y  m o r e  fun to b e l i e v e  in A n n e t t e .  He ight  or no h e igh t ,  
you l ike to b e l i e v e  in A nn et te .

Annette  ex p la in e d  h e r  p h i lo s o p h y  to m e .  She d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  
in act ing  in s h a m e ,  in d e fend ing  o n e s e l f  g u i l t i l y .  The b e s t  d e 
f e n s e ,  s a y s  A nn et te ,  and s h e  g o e s  for th  and s a y s  to the  w o r ld ,
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s e e  m e ,  I 'm  a n i c e  p e r s o n .  And the w o r ld  a c c e p t s  the s t a t e m e n t  
b e c a u s e  it i s  an ob v iou s  truth.

T h o s e  who know th is  p e r s o n  know that S is  a good fa ther ,  a 
good son ,  a s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  a good husband, a c r e d i t 
ab le  c i t i z e n  (he w a s  a m e m b e r  of  the c i ty  g o v e r n m e n t  in the town  
he u s e d  to l i ve  in, and, as su ch  would  p a s s  around photos of A n n 
e t te  to the m e m b e r s  of  the C ity  B oard ) ,  and just  a darned n ice  
guy a ll  around.  So if  he w ants  to b e c o m e  a B ig  Blonde for a p a r 
ty  or  a b a l l  or  ju s t  for  fun, why that 's  ju st  O . K .  with e v e r y o n e .

I 'm  a fr a id  not m a n y  T V 's  can  hope to get  away with A n n et te ' s  
m eth o d .  S h e ' s  p r e t ty  unique,  I f e a r .  But it w as  a re a l  th r i l l  
e v e n  to m e e t  h e r .  D ur in g  m y  few h ou rs  s tay ,  I ta lk ed  with h is  
w if e ,  I ch a t ted  with  the two f a m i l y  f r i e n d s  (one an e l d e r l y  g e n t l e 
m an ,  the o ther  a young lady) who took  the whole thing with c o m 
p le t e  aplomb; I had a long chat  with A n n e t t e ' s  m o th e r  who told  
m e  s o m e th in g  of  h e r  q u a lm s  and w o r r i e s  w hen she  f i r s t  l e a rn ed  
of h e r  s o n ' s  q u ir k s .

When it c a m e  t i m e  to l e a v e ,  I f e l t  that I w as  in the h o m e  of a 
t r u ly  happy m a n .  His  m o t h e r  took  m e  by s u r p r i s e  when she  s u d 
d e n ly  th rew  h e r  a r m s  around  m e  and k i s s e d  m e  (I'm s t i l l  a bit  
b a ff led ) .  I w a s  d r iv e n  to the a ir p o r t  by  the B ig  B londe h e r s e l f  
(m y  f i r s t  d r iv e  with  a TV) with  h e r  l i t t le  3 - y e a r - o l d  daughter  on 
the s e a t  b e t w e e n  us .  A s  I got out of  the c a r  to m a k e  m y  plane,  
the l i t t le  g i r l  w a v e d  to m e  and c a l l e d ,  "Come back  soon.  " And  
A n n et te  s m i l e d  and s a id  can 't  you hang around another  f ive  m in 
u t e s ,  just  an o th er  f ive  m i n u t e s .  But the p lane was  being announ
c e d ,  and I had to ru sh ,  and w a v ed  g o o d - b y e ,  and soon  was  aloft  
in the d a r k n e s s  of the n ight ,  w a r m  with good w i l l  and f ee l in g  that  
uplif t  of  s p i r i t  that c o m e s  a l l  too r a r e l y  in th is  w o r ld .



Why Must W q Go Out ?
by L o r e t t a  ( 4 3 - Z - l  F P E )

The title of this article is a question. It's a question that 
maybe some of us have never thought of before. Let's face it, we 
don't go out, because we have to! We don't run down to the store 
because we need something or because we*re out of food. Our 
"brothers" could have taken care of that before he came home. But 
yet we have to go, and down inside we know that we*re breaking a 
law. I'd be willing to bet that 99.9% of us who subscribe to TVia 
have never broken a serious law in our lives. (At least I hope not.) 
But how many of us break the law every time we go out, as women?
Many o f  u s ! !!

What d r i v e s  u s  o u t ?  What makes  u s  do -som et h ing  t h a t  we know 
i s  wrong by t h e  lav/? To t a k e  t h e  r i s k  o f  p o s s i b l y  l o s i n g  a  good 
j o b ,  p e r h a p s  n o t  o n l y  d i s g r a c i n g  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  w o r s e ,  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  
I ' v e  a s k e d  m y s e l f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and  I ' l l  b e t  you  h av e  t o o :  I s  i t
t h e  t h r i l l  t h a t  w e ' r e  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w e ' r e  n o t  s u p p o s e  t o  be 
d o i n g ?  I s  i t  a  t h r i l l  t h a t  w e ' r e  p u t t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  on some
bo d y ,  t h a t  v / e ' r e  g e t t i n g  away w i t h  f o o l i n g  p e o p l e ?  We c a n ' t  s ay  
i t ' s  b e i n g  a  100% FP,  b e c a u s e  h u n d r e d s  o f  100% FPs d o n ' t  go o u t ,  
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  h u n d r e d s  o f  u s  t h a t  d o .  Y e s ,  i t ' s  a  " t h r i l l " ! !  
Bu t  wha t  makes  t h i s  t h r i l l ,  how d o e s  i t  s t a r t ,  and why i s  i t  t h e r e  
when we can d r e s s  up i n s i d e  o r  a r o u n d  o t h e r  FPs  o r  by o u r s e l v e s  and 
s t i l l  f i l l  t h e  same n e e d s  o f  b e i n g  an FP.

In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  we a l l  know t h a t  we a r e  t a k i n g  a  c h a n c e .  
Even i f  we l o o k  l i k e  Zsa  Zsa  o r  M. M . , t h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
an a u t o  a c c i d e n t ,  a  t r a f f i c  t i c k e t ,  o r  j u s t  s p r a i n i n g  an a n k l e  on 
t h e  s t r e e t  and b e i n g  r u s h e d  t o  a  h o s p i t a l ,  o r  a  t h o u s a n d  o t h e r  
l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o u l d  t r i p  u s  u p .  I f  we l i v e  i n  a  s m a l l  t o w n ,  
we m i g h t  come f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  someone who knows o u r  " b r o t h e r " ,
Even in  b i g  c i t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  n o s e y  n e i g h b o r s  who m i g h t  s e e  u s  coming 
and g o i n g  a s  b o t h  male  and f e m a l e  and p u t  two and two t o g e t h e r  and 
come up w i t h  o n e .  Bu t  s t i l l  we go o u t  and e v e r y  t i m e  we d o ,  we 
t a k e  a  c h a n c e .

Well  TV h a s  bee n  o u t  now f o r  two l o v e l y  y e a r s  and  t h e r e  have 
been  a l l  k i n d s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on why w e ' r e  TVs o r  F P s ,  why i t  s t a r t e d ,  
how i t  s t a r t e d  and where  i t  s t a r t e d .  We 've  had a r t i c l e s  on makeup ,
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on the proper dressing, and we've had stories of life histories, 
and histories of life stories. We've come to the conclusion that 
we're all pretty much the same in certain ways. We all wish that 
we were prettier than we are, and most of us probably spend a lot 
of time hunting for new ways to get that pretty. So, like I said, 
we are all pretty much the same. But why are so many of us content 
with being pretty indoors, while there are the rest of us that have 
to go out to be happy.

What got me started on this subject is that in the last two 
years that TVia has been out I've made lots of new friends through 
letters. Most of them have never been outside and can't understand 
why it means so much to me to go out. Many of them have at some 
time or other come right out and asked me why I go out when I can 
dress at home and not worry about being caught or detected. But 
I've never been able to come up with an answer that I could put in
to words that sounded sensible. It's hard to explain the feeling 
when I'm out, when I pass someone on the street, when a young fellow 
who is looking for a girlfriend gives me the eye, or when a gentle
man holds a door open for me, or when someone in a store or cafe 
calls me Miss, or Ma'm. Yes, it's hard to explain, and I don't 
think there is a direct answer for the question. "Why must we go 
out?" But maybe if I told you how I got started, and when I got 
started, and how it grew and grew until the urge to go out is as 
strong as TVism itself, maybe this will provide the answer indirect
ly.

I won't go into details of my life as an FP, because that story 
is in a past issue. But I will say it started way back, before my 
"brother" even started school. As a child I never went out dressed. 
Even in my Teens I never ventured past the door that protected my 
secret. In fact, the thing I dreaded most was for anyone to see me.

After joining the service, I dressed a lot on weekends in mot
els and hotel rooms and probably could have passed if I had wanted 
to go out for short walks, but there was no desire to do so. I 
was happy with my locked door, and my world of imagination.

But then one year I v/as going home on vacation and I stopped 
over night in Reno and got a motel room. As usual while on leave,
I took my time getting home and back because this meant lots of 
motels and lots of dressing up in them. So on this one night the 
spark was ignited that lite the flame in me and started the desire 
to go out as a woman. It was just a little flame that night be-
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cause the idea just entered my mind, and I didn't go out, but I 
was thinking about it, I thought about how wonderful it would be 
to hear my heels on the hard pavement, to feel a breeze whip my 
skirt around my legs. But for every reason I could think of for 
wanting to go out, there were two good reasons why I shouldn't take 
the chance. But that little flame in me was starting to grow and 
Loretta, or whatever I called myself in those days, would come to 
life and make that first trip outside sooner than she thought.
Well, my "brother" didn't continue his trip the next day, but de
cided to stay in Reno for another day and see the sights. The 
sights, being the gambling tables. Later on that afternoon he 
bought me a feminine item that had never interested me before.
After all, what use did an FP that, stayed indoors all the time have 
for a purse. Of course if I went out, I'd need one. But I wasn't 
going out, no, not me. There were too many risks in it. Little 
did I know.

Tha.t night I got dressed again and the more I looked at my
self in the mirror, the more I thought about it, the more I wanted 
to, the more I must go outside. Bo I finally decided, after talk
ing myself out of it a dozen times, that yes, I was going out.

For all of you that do go out this next part will probably 
sound familiar. I must have lost and regained my nerve a hundred 
times before I finally got down to the street. First I'd turn out 
the lights, peek out the door and then real quietly step out, but 
before you could say boo, I was back inside again. "Maybe I better 
wait until another time", I thought. Then from somewhere inside of 
me I'd hear "Chicken". "Oh, I'll try it". Back to the door again, 
lights out, open the door, step outside, start to close the door, 
and then, "Oh goodness, I'll bet everyone in Reno sees me." Back 
linside again. "Maybe I'll just smoke a cigarette first, then I'll
just go ahead and walk out like it was nothing at all." Well after
a half of a pack I made it all the way out the door and half way 
down stairs. "But I need another smoke first". The next time I 
made it downstairs, but if Reno wasn't such a noisy town they would
have heard ray knees knocking 10 blocks away. Well, my first walk
in life, that night, consisted of two blocks away and back. They 
//ere quiet blocks and 1*11 bet no one even saw me or knew I was 
out. But it was a new thrill, and the flame started to grow.

The next day my "brother" left for San Francisco. All the way 
:here he smiled to himself thinking about that walk. Short as it

3 7 .



was, it had been wonderful. And his little sis was going to go out 
again tonight in the big city. But I guess the Frisco fog put the 
flame out, because I just couldn’t get the nerve up again, I wanted 
to go out, but the thought of getting caught or not passing just 
chilled my insides.

Then after big "brother“ had put in his 4 years in the service 
he was discharged and we moved to Seattle and an apartment of our 
own, I was living a lot now but it was all inside, I just didn’t 
seem to want to go out. Heck what would I do if I did go out. I 
guess it was this stage of life that I went through the exotic stage 
of skin tight satin skirts, and extra high heels and I was perfect
ly happy indoors. Then one day my "brother" bought me a very nice 
wool skirt and sweater. "Gee, it looks just as nice as my satin 
things and much smarter. With clothes like this on, I could go out 
and pass." The flame was being lite again, and the next day he got 
me a cute little jacket and a scarf for around my head and a nice 
pair of medium heeled shoes and that night I took my second walk and 
loved it more than the first time. After that I took quite a few 
walks, each one a little further and longer than the one before. 
Since I lived in a quiet neighborhood outside of the main part of 
town, I very seldom met anyone and nothing exciting ever happened.

Then my "brother" decided to go back into the service, and I 
not only had to quit going out, but he gave all my clothes away too. 
(The old meany!) But it wasn’t long, and he was buying me new ones 
again. But not like before. All I owned now was a pair of shoes, 
a couple of nighties, some other lingerie, and a blue satin dress 
that I loved but wouldn’t be caught dead in outside. But I guess 
I was happy, even though I was just around on weekends in a hotel 
room or a motel.

Then my "brother" got married. He made the mistake of not 
telling her about me, and after they were married, he knew he never 
could, so I went into a trunk, to come out once in a while on a so- 
called "busine ss trip." This lasted two years and then came the 
separation,(later the divorce). About the time she left, I came 
out of my trunk. My "brother" had his own apartment now and I told 
him right there that he was not going to move back to the base and 
put me in a trunk again'* And furthermore, these satins were O.K. 
for around the house, but I wanted some better clothes because I 
wanted to go out, so once again I started out into that big lonely 
world that I wanted so much to be a part of but was scared stiff of.
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This was almost two years ago, but today it seems like I've been go
ing out all my life, I only went around the block that night.
There were a whole lot of, 'only around the blocks' before I went a 
little further. Then it was two blocks, then three. But I still 
kept on, not too well lighted streets and I always walked with traff
ic so that passing car lights would shine on my back instead of my 
face. So the walks got longer and longer and the further away from
home I got the more little things happened to build up my confidence
like passing people on the street, and noticing that they didn't 
even give me a second glance. A police car stopped at an intersect
ion to let me cross and drove on, a carload of young men went by and 
they whistled at me. All these little things and many more helped, 
so my walks got longer and before I knew it, I was right downtown 
window shopping, with people all around and I was just one of the 
crowd. No one paid any attention to me except some guy looking for 
a girlfriend might give me the eye once in a while. So I started 
feeling more at ease but I still dreaded thinking about having to 
speak to someone, sometime. Then it happened one night! I was on
my way home and I had just passed a bar and a guy came out and turn
ed and walked the same direction I was going. I don't have eyes in 
the back of my head, but I could feel him looking at me and for 
some reason I just knew that he was going to speak to me, and he did.

He got up along side of me and said, "Nice night, isn't it!"
Well what could I do, act insulted, pull the old sore throat 

act, or act like a stoop and say nothing. I could have done any of 
these but if I had, I'd still be doing it today. So I looked him 
right in the eye and said, "Yes, it's beautiful."

Well this left an opening for him, so next came the question 
of "Where was I going?"

I said "Horae".
And he made some wisecrack about "That's where you go when 

there's no place else to go."
But things were starting to get too deep for me, because after 

all this was the first time Loretta had ever spoken to anyone and 
besides I was on the other side of the fence now. I knew his lines 
but I'll be darned if I could think of anything to say or answer as 
a girl. So I kept my mouth shut, looked straight ahead and quick
ened my pace a little.

He kept on trying to get me to go have a drink somewhere with
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him and after about a block of this he said, What *s wrong, are you 
stuck up?”

By now I had finely calmed down and was thinking again, so I 
said, "No, but my husband*s waiting for me at home, so would you 
please leave me alone."

He dropped the subject and went on his way* Although he had 
been walking along side of me for almost 3 blocks it seemed like the 
whole thing had only lasted a split second and like it was a dream. 
It was another block before it started to dawn on me just what had 
happened. Then it hit me!! Not only was I passing in public, but 
a man had actually tried to pick me up and wanted to take me out.

Remember when I said it was like a little flame that started 
the urge to go out? Well right then that little flame became a 
roaring fire. From that moment on once I got dressed, you couldn*t 
have kept me in with loging chains. It wasn*t just the idea that 
a man tried to date me, but it was knowing that I passed, and was
n't just slipping by people, and being lucky.

Soon after that I took my vacation, just about a year ago now, 
and I stayed with my friend Betty (another FP) and lived as Loretta 
for the whole 20 days. Betty's "brother" took me out on what I 
call my first date. We rode around and went to a few bars and had 
a few beers. Another time he took me out for dinner, and we went 
to Hollywood and met Virginia and Barbara, and went to church, among 
other things. The whole 20 days was just wonderful. Loretta was 
out every day and this really got my confidence up. In the last 
year I've been out both night and day, to church, movies, cafes, 
and jüst Xmas Eve, one of the biggest stores in town stayed open, 
even though it was Sunday, for last minute shoppers. My "brother" 
had forgotten somebody on his shopping list, so I went in and bought 
it for him. Two nights before Xmas and though I broke one of my 
own rules, that I always said Loretta would never do and that was 
go into a bar, unescorted. Girls like me can only find trouble in 
bars, if we're by ourselves, so I stay out of them. But this one 
night I guess I just had the Xmas Spirit in me so I took a chance. 
Now that I've been in one once, as a girl, by myself, I'm satisfied.

So that's my story of going out and being excepted by others 
as a woman. I've had a few things happen that at the time made me 
think the chips were really down. One time I accidently ran through 
a red light in my car. Just as the light turned red, and with my

•I
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luck there was a police car on the corner. Maybe someone watches 
over us, because all they did was pull up beside me and one of them 
shook his finger at me like I had been a naughty girl and drove on. 
Another time, out on the highway I ran into a police road block, 
but they just looked in my car and waved me on, I guess it was be
cause I was alone as the other cars they stopped had two people in 
them. That was two close calls in a year, but still I go out!!!

So, once again, I ask the question "Why must we go out?" Is 
it the thrills of passing, the thrill of having a gentleman hold a 
door open for you to pass through, the thrill of knowing that some 
young buck, who's looking for a date has his eye on you, or is it 
just an inner feeling that is something a little extra. All I know 
is that it's wonderful to be outside with the rest of the world.
One FP asked me once, didn't I get scared when I thought of all the 
things that could happen. Scared is a mild word to use. I was 
more than scared the night of the road block and the night I ran 
the stop light. And I'm always scared when I first go out, scared 
stiff, but I still go. It's the same story every time. I put on 
my coat and pick up my purse and walk to the door, my tummy starts 
to get butterflies in it, my brain starts to tell me, something 
might happen, you might run into someone you know, and a hundred 
other warnings. But I still go. And after I'm out a couple min
utes, the butterflies go away and my brain says, "Gee it's a wonder
ful world outside, for a girl to be in. Have yourself a good time 
and enjoy it, but remember 'Be careful'" Even though you know you 
can pass, be careful of your actions, and what you might say. Just 
never get so confident that you let your guard down.

I don't know if I've answered the question of why I go out, 
but I've told you that I must go. To me, and to many others, it's 
as strong as TVism itself.

So 4f you don't go out now, don't ever start, because while 
it's wonderful, it can also be dangerous. Don't ever let yourself 
be talked into going out by another FP who does. If you must go, 
it will come from inside of you, yourself. But if it does come, 
and you feel you must go, then think it over for a week or two.
Are you ready to go out? Do you dress properly, or are your clothes 
too fancy for normal street wear? Do you make your face up proper
ly? I hate to say this, and don't mean to hurt anyone, but most 
FPs who stay indoors, either use way too much makeup, or none at 
all. Are your actions good enough to pass outside? And. after you-



•ve thought about these items, get all your old TVia's out and read 
through them. Virginia, Barbara, Susanna and some of the other 
girls have all come up with some very good Do's and Don't’s while 
you’re out. So read them over and think about them. Then read them 
again, it won’t hurt you. I do, just to make sure that I'm not do
ing some little thing that I thought was OK, but was really very un
ladylike .

And then, after you’ve made that trip into the outside world 
a couple of times, and it’s a new night, and you're very busy making 
yourself pretty and trying to decide what dress you'll wear tonight 
because you know you're going out— someplace, just anyplace, stop 
and think back to when you used to have just as much fun, right 
here in your own home, and ask yourself the question and see if you 
can give yourself a good answer. Why, must I go out???

Loretta
********* * * * T ************************* ************

-ooco ROSE FARIE HAS THE KEY oooo-

Rose Marie is boyish but charming, and a month ago I kissed her,
I hoped to be her boy friend, but she said she'd be my ’’sister".

Grieved at Rose Marie's rebuff, I sought relief from gloom,
By indulging my TV tendencies in the privacy of rny room.

One night in a dress and pretty heels, before the mirror I pranced 
My figure was shapely and girlish, by its corselette enhanced

All at once the door was opened by a trousered Rose Marie!
A Peeping-Tom neighbor had tattled and supplied her with a key.

I tried to hide in the closet but she seized me in her arms.
She fondled and caressed me and praised my feminine charms.

She said, "You're so s>veet in skirts, won't you be my steady?
If you call on me, Iwarn you, I'll have your petticoats ready."

I blushed but finally consented, I simply could not resist her.
Now masterful Rose is my "boy friend", and I've become her "siste

Grace 13-J-l
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My Wonderful Life
b y  Ruth D a rLe n e  ( 9 - C - 3 )

Four and a half years old and I am playing in the yard with my 
brother and sister and my parents arrived home from a trip with my 
aunt and numerous gifts, my sister received a lovely romper set and 
slips and the most lovely laoe trimmed bloomers. My brother and I 
were given a toy yacht to wind and put in the water to run in a tub. 
I did not want the boat but OH that girl’s clothing in lovely pink 
and yellow, I raised a fuss and wanted my sister’s gifts, so it end
ed that I received a good slap on the bottom and sent upstairs to 
bed. Just as a child would be like I did not sleep, but I wanted 
those lovelies so bad, that I searched my aunt’s bags and found more 
pretty lingerie. You know it! I tried them on and they were twenty 
sizes too large. So in walks ray aunt, she found this amusing and 
kissed and hugged me and that is my beginning of a wonderful life of 
being a transvestite.

At every opportune occasion from then on I would snitch my sis
ter's clothing and wear them and during my school years I was very 
much attracted to the girls. No sissy, as I was very good at ath
letics and was very good at playing hockey, and crazy about flying. 
At about seventeen years of age I started to work at my first job 
peddling papers and taking care of a yard and car for a wealthy 
couple near our home. One day as my employer's wife was hanging 
out the wash I spied these adorable pink lace trimmed bloomers and 
just my size. I just had to have them, yes I did! I stole them.
I had them for years and hidden in the attic of our home. Every 
occasion I had I would put them on and was thrilled to know end on 
these happy moments. Eventually, my father found them and threw 
them in the garbage, when I found this out I dashed to the disposal 
container, but they were gone. To this day my father does not know 
they were something I desired.

Then, after my school years, I obtained a job with the largest 
construction firm in Canada. Since I was very mechanically inclined 
and a hard worker, I was in charge of the marine section on a part
icular job near ray home. I made a very good salary and spent most 
of my time off work, flying or shopping and wearing women's olothing 
in my room. I just could not wait for Halloween to come around so

44



i
 could dress femininly for an evening out and everyone would coi- 
ent on how good looking I was. To this day most women say,"What 
eautiful eyes you have. You should have been a girl.M And it surely 
akes me wonder.

Then I met a wonderful girl and fell in love. I believed this 
»as the end to cross dressing. I stopped for about six months but 
the urge was always with me. Then came the war and I joined the 
¥avy and was sent to India for the duration as engineer officer. I 
sailed the coast of India and Ceylon. Every shore leave I spent as 
a woman in my room and wrote letters home. It was heaven! Then on 
ny return to Canada I found no more home life. I tried, but unknown 
to me at the time, my wife had another. Nevertheless, we had a dau
ghter who was the image of me. Between this and ray constant desire 
to be feminine I immigrated to this wonderful U. S. A. Obtained a 
job with a yacht firm and rented a room. What wonderful hours I 
spent as a girl! This happened in Erie, Penn. Through my employment 
I was offered the opportunity to run a yacht to Florida and this I 
did. Even on this trip I had lingerie and would wear it on every 
occasion I could. On arriving in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, I obtain
ed a home and a lot of women*a clothing and decided to have my wife 
and daughter come down, but she was in love with another, so this 
ended in divorce. For two years I was confused. If at the time 
TRANSVESTIA had been on the news stands it would have cleared a lot 
of my troubles. (NOTE: I thought I alone in this world was a man
desiring ladies dress).

I kept the home and was employed by the largest yacht firm in 
the U. S. A. I became an American citizen, and was found out on an 
occasion when I was dressed as a woman; by accident an employee of 
this firm saw me. He tagged me as queer, BUT I AM NOT! Neverthe
less, I still dressed as I desired— FEMME FASHION.

Then I met my present wife, a divorcee. I loved her at once, 
and I decided not to spoil another marriage. So I told her all about 
myself. We are happily married, and have three daughters (including 
my daughter by the previous marriage) and eight grandchildren. We 
are both forty six. At first this all was confusing to her, but 
since she has read TRANSVESTIA, our lives have been wonderful and 
we are very happy. She is on vacation at present and I miss her 
love and understanding ways.

So here I am writing this story, I have the best of lingerie on, 
nylons, wig, makeup, and a lovely dress that I had made by John



Aaron.
I am a very happy F.P. and thanks to Chevalier Publications 

and all concerned for a better understanding of life.
Yours f
Ruth Darlene
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How It Bogan
by J o - A n n e  ( 5 - T - 3 )

Retrospection is a valuable analytical tool yet an extremely 
deceptive mechanism owing to that happy perversity of human char
acter by which we tend to recall the good over the bad by an almost 
hypocritical ratio. Retrospection is also closely allied with that 
intellectual lifesaverf rationalization, to such an extent that we 
usually find only that which we unconsciously seek. Serendipity 
plays no part in an interrogation of the soul. Nonetheless.....

I recall my first transvestic experience with almost photogr
aphic clarity. I was ten. In some hiatus in a ten-year-old’s 
summer of constant physical activity, I was clothed by a. neighbor
hood girl in a dress of richly purple satin. My mouth was heavily 
painted and I emerged from a garage in a state of giddy-and youth
ful euphoria only to encounter my mother and one of my best friends. 
I was immediately impelled to flee, to escape, yet stood there in 
a kind of delicious horror and wanting to shout, "Wait!. You don't 
understand! This is....is how I'm supposed to be!" I said nothing 
and the moment passed and laughter and sunshine expunged all mom
entary terror.

There was, however, no erasure of that entrancement, that rav
ishment of the soul that then occured. I have been hopelessly 
confirmed in Eonism ever since despite many early years of struggle.

I recall that experience with all the graphic explicitness I 
have set down here— and more— yet I could hazard only the layman's 
unlettered psychology as to the meaning of that experience. But 
meaning aside, I hold this statement to be unarguably true: that
whatever psychological seeds were scattered on that well remembered 
day, they fell upon uniquely conditioned and receptive ground.

I was then artistically sensitive and was quite aware of an 
attitude for and about girls that was unique only to myself. I 
would stare for minutes at a time at my female classmates, those 
lovely creatures who enjoyed that soft, round and enchantingly ruff
led and ribboned state of being so manifestly different from my own. 
I mean this staring quite literally. I have been admonished from
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my earliest school days about "gawking at the girls." That 
ocular enchantment is undiminished to this day.

This attitude then, the precondition toward femininity 
which I recognize but cannot explain, I hold has its origins 
in the endocrine structure of my body. I take it to be, there
fore, genetic and congenital. However, traumatic my experience, 
I maintain that there was a biochemical precondition to which 
the experience only lent psychological patent.

Transvestites are born, not made!
X X X O O C X X X O O O X X X O C O X X X O O O X X X O O O X X X O O O X X X O O O X X X O O O X X X O C O X X X O O O X X X

0---- SPLIT PERSONALITY --- o

Smoothing the eyebrows to make then just so 
Brushing my hair till it1s shining and bright.
A little more make-up to make the lips glow- 
(The railroad is shifting the boxcars tonight).

Garter-belt snug and stocking seams tidy,
When they are twisted I feel like a fright!
Where IS that new bra I picked up last Friday? 
tl hope those new presses will work out all right).

Pretty red shoes and the long velvet skirt 
Put on the blue blouse— no, make it the tan.
Try those long earrings, the other ones hurt 
(V:e must fill those orders as quick as v/e can).

Little white hat with a little white veil—
It must have been nice when girls carried a fan!
No time left to fuss with that torn fingernail 
(For tomorrow doggone it— I must be a Man!)

by Sheila 30-B-? FPE
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Dear Sir:

"Out of the Past"
EXERPTS PROM THE OLD "LONDON LIKE"

As a reader of your paper, I have noticed many letters of great 
interest dealing with the fascination many men feel for women*s 
clothing, especially corsets and high heeled shoes. My own exper
ience— or rather that of my husband— may be of interest to many of 
your readers.

I have been married for five years, and have always been very 
happy with John, my husband. He has always been interested in my 
clothes, and before buying anything now I always consult with him 
and, if possible, get him to come shopping with me. He always likes 
to see me looking nice and has excellent taste.

About a year ago he l03t his job (in a bank) owing to no fault 
of his own, but due to reduction in the staff. In spite of every 
effort, he had not been able to find suitable work and, naturally, 
was feeling very badly about it.

A month or six weeks later, my Aunt, an only relative, died and 
left me her money and her business, which consisted of a high-class
ladies* lingerie and stocking shop, situated in one of the best sub
urbs of London. She also had a small house in the neighbourhood, and 
all this passed to lucky me. John and I moved across London, into 
the house and decided to continue the business.

All went well for sometime, but John could find no job, and al
though he helped me all he could he still felt that he was living on
me. Naturally I did all I could to prevent this feeling, but all
the same it was there,

I asked his advice about the purchases for the shop, and very 
soon found out that he was astonishingly clever at picking the right 
goods and giving advice as to how they should be sold. Many times 
I said, "If only you were a girl and could help me in the shop, we'd 
double the trade." And he would reply, "I only wish sometime I were. 
I really believe I have a flair for it."

Gradually I began to have a vague idea, which at first I dis-
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missed as ridiculous. Slowly, however, I wondered and one evening, 
after reading in L. L. of the exploits of a husband who had success
fully deceived an entire tea party when dressed as a maid, I plucked 
up courage and suggested to John that he should help in the shop, 
dressed as a girl.

At first the thought I was crazy, but by this time I had become 
enthusiastic, and as he listened to my arguements he promised to 
give way, to the extent of trying on some clothes.

Now John is not tall, and has fair hair and complexion, small 
hands and feet. That night I measured him carefully, and in the 
morning ordered a fair wig, shingled, some shoes, and a pair of stays. 
For test, my own clothes would fit him well enough.

When the things arrived John was out, As soon as he returned,
I made him take a very bath-salty bath, and then led him to our room, 
where his clothes were laid out on the bed. To make him feel his 
part, everything was as feminine as possible. Satin lacy cami-nick- 
ers, a corset, stockings, black patent leather Court shoes with 3 
inch heels, and a fluffy taffeta dress. I helped him dress, laced 
him into his corset, made him up with care, and would not let him 
look into the glass until all was complete.

The result was amazing. He had to admit that. A really pretty 
fair "girl" with quite a good figure. The unaccustomed corset and 
heels made his movements not too free, and as he walked and turned 
before me I knew the masquerade would not fail.

To cut a long story short, he agreed to try my plan. After a 
week, as a girl, during which he got used to his clothes, we decided 
to start on the following Monday. I had procured a black dress of 
the usual sales-girl type and another exactly similar for myself.
As changing in the shop was out of the question (we only have one 
ladies1 fitting room), he had to dress at home, which involved a 
coat and hat. On the principle of doing a job well these were smart 
and well-out.

By this time he could make himself up, and on the Monday morn
ing he was ready by 8:30. As we sat down to breakfast I did all I 
could to set him at ease by appearing to take the whole thing as a 
matter of course. I had explained his duties to him, and he knew 
exactly what to do.

Coats, hats, a dab of powder, bags, gloves, and we were off to 
the shop. He was, naturally, rather nervous and all the way he never
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spoke a word. Once there he took off his coat and hat and I was 
amused to see him glance in the mirror and give a mechanical pat to 
his hair as girls do.

We decided the new sales girl should be called Jean. The shop 
opened, customers were in and out and we were off.

"Jean" did well the first day, and as we were on our way home 
at night "she" confessed "she".was going to enjoy the work. It seem
ed easy to sell and the takings were by no means below our average.
As soon as we reached the house "Jean" went upstairs to have a bath, 
and presently John reappeared. He was tired out, he said, and went 
off early to bed.

By the end of the first week "Jean" had settled down. Every 
night after work she would turn into John, and we would talk over 
the affairs of the day. All of this time, which brings me to the 
present, the shop was doing well. My new girl, as the shoppers call-j 
ed her, won golden opinions.

John makes an occasional appearance and is as happy as he always 
was. Jean is useful and happy. Business is really good and profits 
are increasing. I really don't know what to think of it all. But, 
anyway, we have to arrive at some solution, strange though it may 
be.

Yours faithfully,
LINGERIE, LTD.

Fancy dress inspired by London Life—
Dear Sir:

I should like to express my appreciation for the suggestions 
for fancy dress one sees in London Life. Recently my wife gave a 
Pyjama to some of her girl friends and knowing my fondness for dress
ing up, appointed me as "parlor-maid" for the occasion. For the re-1 
ception of the guests I wore a black satin knee-length dress, white 
lace apron, cuffs, and a dainty lace cap upon my wig of long curly 
blonde hair. I was carefully made-up and looked quite a smart young 
"maid" and many compliments were paid my wife on her new domestic.

After their arrival my wife assisted me with my party costume 
and, slipping off my black satin dress, she laced my corsets tight- I 
ly until my waist was at its smallest. Then I donned a frock with 
close fitted, sleeveless bodice of dull gold satin and a fairly long!
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skirt of black chiffon, which revealed silk hose and fancy garters. 
Dull gold satin high-heeled shoes, tiny lace apron and a large lace 
capk above my blonde curls completed the ensemble.

As I successfully carried out all my duties, our guests were 
unaware of my identity, and it was not until they were ready to go 
that my wife remarked to them/» Meet hubby, the perfect maid," and 
pulled off my blonde curls to the amazement of them all.

They congratulated me upon the deception and were highly amused 
to think they had been deceived by a mere man. My experience proves 
the good ideas for fancy dress one can obtain from L. L. and how, 
with a little make-up and tuition, it is possible to carry out the 
impersonation of anyone.

With best wishes for the continued success of L. L.
Yours truly,
Jock

THE TWINS
D ear E d it o r :

Philip and Phyllis are twins, aged 19, and are exactly alike. 
Both are fair, good looking and very up-to-date. Blessed with pri
vate incomes, they share a flat, in fact they have shared everything 
and been together all their lives, apart from the inevitable sep
arations of school days. Both parents being dead, they have only 
each other to worry about.

It appears that about twelve months ago, they were talking of 
the fact that they were twins and lamenting, that being of different 
sexes, they are not able to enjoy the confusion of identities and 
general opportunities for mischief which twins, both boys and girls 
can contrive; but of this came the idea that Phyllis should try her 
hand at being a boy to see how she looked. Once decided they went 
to considerable trouble. Suits, shirts, and in fact a complete out
fit, all identical, were purchased by both. Being already closely 
shingled, she made herself into an absolute replica of her brother.

A f t e r  she had th o ro u g h ly  accustom ed h e r s e l f  to  the new c lo t h e s  
and a c q u ire d  a more m a s c u lin e  s t y le  o f w a lk  and g e n e r a l b e h a v io r ,  
th e y  s e t  o f f  in  t h e i r  tw o - s e a t e r  f o r  a w e ll-k n o w n  s e a s id e  r e s o r t ,  
where th e y  engaged rooms in  a h o t e l as b r o t h e r s ,  and pro ceed ed  to 
e x t r a c t  a c o n s id e r a b le  amount o f fu n  from  t h e i r  new o p p o r t u n it ie s .
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Phyllis became quite a dashing young man and barring smoking a pipe 
which proved to be beyond her, gave such an impersonation, that she 
was never in any danger of detection.

Once home again, her brain began to be active. What was sauce 
for the goose should, she felt, be sauce for the gander, and the next 
thing was a suggestion that Philip have a shot at being a girl and 
see how he got on. A little doubtful at first, Philip, in common 
fairness had to try. This was much more difficult to the uninitiat
ed. Women*s clothes are hard to wear and harder still to carry off. 
The art of making up had to be mastered. A wig proved necessary to 
soften the contours of his face, which meant that Phyllis with her 
Eton crop had to have one too. Artificial eyelashes, fixed one by 
one, improved him, so much so that Phyllis was again forced to fol
low suit. He refused to have his eyebrows plucked; but a compromise 
was reaohed and they were distinctly tidied up and Phyllis exagger
ated hers to keep the similarity.

As far as deportment went, it took some time for him to appear 
a perfect lady. High heels and a wellcut but narrow skirt soon 
shortened his stride; but Phyllis spent hours in teaching him to sit 
down and rise from chairs and sofas, to powder his nose and apply 
lipstick and to give those deft touches to this or that in front of 
a mirror. Eventually she promised his impersonation to be good eno
ugh.

They have now settled down to a rather remarkable amusement.
Both of them are equally at home, either as boy or girl, for weeks 
they may live both as boys or girls. Phyllis to be the boy and Phil
ip the girl, so that when one thinks that no deception is taking 
place in reality everything is completely upside down.

The other day I called and was greeted by a ravishing figure 
in formal afternoon clothes. My hostess greeted me charmingly; but 
knowing the twins, I was on my guard. This was Philip at his best, 
or worst, or wasn*t it Phyllis herself? As I watched narrowly, I 
thought I detected a shade of huskiness in her voice and clumsiness 
in her movements. When she started to improve with puff and lip
stick on an already complexion, I felt that these feminine touches 
were a little untrue, apart from a little superfluous. When she sat 
down again, her skirt caught up in such a way as to disclose, until 
she remedied matters, a somewhat unladylike glimpse of silk stock
inged leg and a charming garter. When I was sure, I said-“Well 
Philip, I was almost fooled this time. You certainly are a marvel.
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I quite thought it was Phyllis for some time; but you can*t deceive 
an old friend who knows you both so well."

At this there came a burst of laughter. To cut a long story 
short, it was Phyllis all the time. She noticed my indecision and 
purposely effected a slight clumsiness to lead me on the wrong tract. 
Philip came in a few minutes later in tennis clothes and appreciated 
the joke.

Yours truly, 
A A B

PANTIES FOR Y O U R .A H ..WIFE?
iVOULD THESE BE ABOUT RIGHT 

F O R . .  A H . . . H E R ? "
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The Prisoner Within
b y  Buff  ( 3 0 - H - 2 )

You have asked, "Who is Buff?" Although I have known her for 
many years I find it difficult to describe her to others. To me she 
is a haven of tranquility, a quiet arbor and a mother confessor to 
whom I can run in times of need. She is the 'secret place' of child
hood, the attic on a rainy day. She is a place for laughing, for 
thinking, for wondering, and a crying place gracefully blended into 
one serene totality. Through her eyes I am able to see, with crystal 
clarity, the world naked, its hypocrisy scoured away and with the 
underlying truth, in its strange marriage of beauty and horror, 
spread before rae in panoramic dissarray.

Her birth is shrouded in the mist of bygone days. It was a 
long birth, seemingly without beginning. Nervousness prevailed and 
worry was there too.

She has always existed. Even before her birth she was there.
At first she was something less than the slight breeze which causes 
the heart to whisper at the sight of beauty. Wind chimes at dusk 
and the sounds of the setting sun. I did not know her then so she 
sought stronger ways to gain recognition. She struggled within me 
seeking some means of greater expression. She toyed with my desires 
and through them voiced her yearnings to jump rope in a white dress, 
to hold a doll, to bake cookies and to thread daisy chains. Her 
pleas became louder and my heart pounded in its cage. She taunted 
me at all times seeking to share me while I tried to immerse her in 
an ocean of masculine pursuits.

For a long time she was bewildered, she held her tongue. She 
sat, pouting, elbows to knees, in the deepest recess of my mind. At 
the slightest parting of her lips in preparation for a word, I would 
drench her with torrents of technical date or perhaps drag her off 
to play football. But, in the face of these masculine indignities 
her infinite patience grew strong and, while her tears flowed from 
my eyes, we grew together to maturity.

I found that by maintaining a continuous round of activity I 
could escape her for considerable periods. She, more lonely than I, 
tapped her foot while I studied engineering. She shook her head
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disapprovingly when my hands were deep in the bowels of an airplane 
engine, and again when I orawled on my belly beneath barbed wire in
Europe. She sought only to save me for herself, but I selfishly re
solved to lose her for all time. I rode motorcycles to mountain
tops, swam through black oil at a tankers waterline, dug trenches, 
caulked boats, passed waterbuckets while homes burned, carried moan
ing bundles for refugees and flew rejected bombers. I crossed the 
Atlantic to return to my studies and to lose myself among the teem
ing masses of New York, As I watched Europe slip below the horizon 
I felt safe and looked forward to a new future free from Buff.

What foolishness. She found me of course. When I first ven
tured on foot along Fifth Avenue she took my arm and conducted me 
to each store window in turn, there to stand and gaze at the lavish 
displays and the thousands of glittering frivolities which I could 
not afford to give her.

She had become more persistent and demanding and I was really 
afraid. Quaking fear began to visit my belly, my arms ached and, 
in the quiet of night, my ears heard the thunder of rushing surf.
I watched and counted the sweeping reflections of car headlights 
during a thousand sleepless hours. The cold sweat that shrinks the 
scalp and the myriad needles which pieroe the neck during times of 
uncontrollable fear often drove me from my apartment in the early 
hours. Alone and with tears falling freely I would drive about the 
city, seeking, searching for something, an elusive whipoorwill, per
haps a decision, fantasia or the backdoor to Heaven, some sort of 
escape— anything. I have no idea what I sought...

Trumpets are mellow at four a.m. in the West fifties, and the 
morning wind wails high above the Pla-za. Central Park makes special 
noises which ones ears can carry all the way to Washington Square 
where boys walk arm in arm— where my stomach retched and my heart 
became a stone so often. After a while it would soften and I would 
drive blindly on, through stop lights to a street where 1 watched 
faceless people with red hands working feverishly in the cold glare 
of naked bulbs. The wet pavement, strewn with ice chips, reflected 
the glare sending rays of light through the steam which crept under 
the arch of each doorway. Fish*s heads plunked into waiting trash 
pails and glittering necklaces of silver and ruby entrails followed 
with a sickening flop. In this private world of night things I 
occasionally managed to lose Buff for a few peaceful moments. Then 
on to the Battery where the indigo sky is sometimes touched with



yellow at the horizon and with green overhead, where mist rests low
on the lapping waters and the mighty piles groan in the jaws of the
ferry slip. The waters offered an impersonal haven of nothingness 
which I always declined to accept. I could neither lose Buff perman
ently nor find my true self...

During the brief periods when I could think logically of Buff,
I realized that something would have to be done about her. I had
always maintained that knowledge is man's greatest asset, and yet, 
like many others, I had failed to practice that which I preached.
I had learned that fear of the unknown is the greater fear and that 
when one faces their adversary it tends to wane. It was therefore 
logical that I turn and face Buff instead of running from her— per
haps we would be able to negotiate some sort of peaceful coexistence. 
It could be said that Buff's birth began at the New York Public Lib
rary— I wonder how many other expectant fathers have searched those 
files— The first thing that I learned was that there are many others 
like Buff. My sigh of relief must have been heard by many of the 
people in the large reading room. Then I ran into controversial 
opinions. Some wrote that Buff was evil, others said that she was 
good. Many stated that she would have to go, while others maintained 
that she could stay if well disciplined. Conflicting opinions, all 
from supposedly learned men, what confusion? Who to believe, the 
minister, the priest, doctor, psychiatrist, lawyer, who?

Despite the confusion I had gained considerable insight into my 
problem. I could face Buff without fear and, as a result, I began 
to give her more freedom. I began to look at her objectively, to 
study her likes, her dislikes, her tastes and attitudes. Then, as 
each sparkling facet of her personality emerged, I found her to be 
fully feminine. The nights of uncertainty and worry ended. She be
came free of the bonds which I had placed about her and we found a 
new happiness. Her concern now is to free herself from the bonds 
imposed upon her by society.

The years, more enjoyable since her birth, have passed quickly.
I have learned all that I can about her except for the new things 
that come to light during her visits. The seed of her origin and 
her dharma remain hidden, awaiting discovery perhaps by myself t>ut 
probably by others. These aspects of Buff are too distant for me 
to grasp and, while I continue to wonder about them, I have stopped 
searching. Instead I enjoy her, savouring every second of her pres
ence .
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Buff give8 me no reason for concern. She is very well behaved. 
She possesses an indescribable mixture of vanity and modesty. Her 
actions are naturally feminine and her tastes, quite conservative, 
are in keeping with the latest styles and her age— she still insists 
that she is twenty-nine. Buff loves to cook, but only special dish
es which she concoots from recipes which she finds in her magazines. 
She is very fond of music. She does not like housework, cleaning or 
sewing, but what woman honestly enjoys such chores?

In these lines I have attempted to describe Buff. I hope that 
you will like her as much as my wife and I do. Perhaps, sometime 
in the future, she will write something of herself,

****************

R-OT- C* 
P R IL L

"But sir, she claims she’s going into 
the WACs after college."

rrnn r n _rrrrn.
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Its Bigger Than You Think...!
Yes ,  the  s c o p e  of  C h e v a l i e r ’s a c t i v i t y  i s  b i g g e r  t ha n  y o u  t h i n k .  

Bi g g e r  t han  I t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  be t o o  w h e n  I s t a r t e d  i t .  I was  p l e a s e d  
whe n  the  f i r s t  l e t t e r s  c a m e  i n  f rom C a n a d a ,  but  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  was  
a f t e r  a l l  not  u n e x p e c t e d  b e i n g  n e i g h b o r s .  But w h e n  I h e a r d  f rom  
Fi o na  in A u s t r a l i a ,  Ro s e ma r y  i n  H o n g  K o n g ,  P a u l a  i n  E n g l a n d  I t h o u g h t  
we had r e a l l y  a r r i v e d .  S i n c e  t h e n  m a n y  m o r e  i n q u i r i e s  h a v e  c o m e  in  
f rom m a n y  f o r e i g n  l a n d s .  I t h o u g h t  a m o n t a g e  of  t he  e n v e l o p e s  f rom 
t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  m i g h t  be  r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  S i n c e  we  go  to s m a l l e r  
p a g e s  n e x t  i s s u e  I had to  p r e s e n t  i t  in t h i s  i s s u e  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  
s t i l l  be  s e e n  to  g o o d  a d v a n t a g e .  We h a v e  h e a r d  f rom t he  f o l l o w i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  so far and I h o p e  m a n y  mo r e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e :

1 . A r g e n t i n a 1 1 . G e r m a n y 2 1 . Ne w  Z e a l a n d
2 . A u s t r a l i a 1 2 . H o l l a n d 2 2 . P a k i s t a n
3. B r a z i l 1 3 . Ho n g  Ko ng 2 3 . P h i l l i p i n e s
4 . C a n a d a 1 4 . I n d i a 2 4 . R h o d e s i a  and
5. C o l u m b i a 1 5 . I r e l a n d N y a s a l a n d
6. Co s t a  Ri ca 1 6 . I s r a e l 2 5 . S t .  L u c i a
7 . Cuba 1 7 . J a p a n 2 6 . S w e d e n
8. De n m ark 1 8 . L a t v i a 2 7 . S w i t z e r l a n d
9. En g l a n d 1 9 . M a l a y a 2 8 . T ur k e y

1 0 . F r a n c e 20 . M e x i c o 2 9 . V e n z u e l a

P e r s o n a l l y  I am v e r y  proud of  t h i s  k i nd  of  c o v e r a g e  i n  j u s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  of  p u b l i c a t i o n  wi t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  a d v e r t i s i n g .  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  y o u  
s h o u l d  be  t o o ,  t h a t  at  l a s t  t h e r e  is s o m e  m e a n s  of  b a n d i n g  t o g e t h e r  
a l l  t h o s e  who  know and u n d e r s t a n d  t he  d e l i g h t s  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  of  
p o r t r a y i n g  an i n n e r  s e l f .  It  s h o u l d  be  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  a d d e d  c o m f o r t  
for t h o s e  who  h a v e  so l o n g  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i s o l a t e d  m e m b e r s  
of  a v e r y  u n i q u e  l i t t l e  group i n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y .  Now t h e y  c a n  r e 
j o i c e  in k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  is  n o t  j u s t  s e e n  i n  A m e r i c a  or 
E n g l a n d ,  but  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c u l t u r e s  and under  a l l  
ki nds  of  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  u b i q u i t y  is a m e a s u r e  t o o  of  t h e  f a c t  t ha t ^  
m o t i v a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  are  n o t  j u s t  f o u n d  i n  one  
c u l t u r e  or e n v i r o n m e n t  but  are to  be  f o u n d  under  a l l  k i n d s  of  s o c i a l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I am sure  a l l  t he  w o r l d ’s c o u n t r i e s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  l i s t  a b o v e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  r e c r u i t s  for our s i s t e r h o o d  i f  o n l y  our 
word c o u l d  s pr e ad  t h a t  f ar .  I h o p e  any of  y o u  b o t h  i n  A m e r i c a  and 
f o r e i g n  l ands  who  r e c e i v e  T RANS VE S T I A w i l l  s p r e a d  t h e  word f u r t h e r  
t o  t h o s e  in your  own c o u n t r i e s  and in n e i g h b o r i n g  o n e s .
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"SUSANNA SAYS...

Hi ,  e v e r y b o d y :

T h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  a m o n t h  b e f o r e  p u b l i s h i n g  
t i m e ,  so by t he  t i m e  y o u  r e ad  i t  c h a n c e s  are  t h a t  t he  r e s o r t  is no  
l o n g e r  par t  of  our TV w o r l d .  Yes ,  we  are i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  s e l l i n g  
i t .  For t h o s e  wh o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  I d o n ' t  h a v e  to  e x p l a i n  why  the  
s a l e .  For t h o s e  who  n e v e r  w e n t ,  a l l  I c a n  say  i s  t h a t  i t  was  t o o  
h e a v y  a l o a d  on t he  M a r i e - S  u s a n n a  t e a m .  If  t h e  r e s o r t  had b e e n  our 
o n l y  a c t i v i t y ,  t h i n g s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f e r e n t .  But s i n c e  i t  was  
o n l y  a m a r g i n a l  e l e m e n t  i n  our " m a k i n g  a l i v i n g "  s c h e m e  of  t h i n g s  
we  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  m a n a g e  i t  e f f i c i e n t l y  and p r o f i t a b l y  - on the  c o n 
t rary  i t  was  a b o t t o m l e s s  b a r r e l  of  e x p e n s e s  wi t h  h a r d l y  any i n c o m e .  
So,  c o l d  b l o o d e d  l o g i c  and t he  a p p e a r a n c e  of  an u n e x p e c t e d  p u r c h 
aser  p r e v a i l e d  ove r  a wo r l d  of  s e n t i m e n t a l  r e a s o n s .  Funny  t h i n g  is  
t h a t  we  are  a l r e a d y  on t he  l o o k - o u t  for a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  no t  as b i g  
p e r h a p s  but  a b i t  e a s i e r  to r e a c h  f rom N e w  Yo r k .  S o m e h o w  i t  s e e m s  
t h a t  h o s t e s s i n g  for T V ' s  has  b e c o m e  an i n d i s p e n s a b l e  part  of  our  
l i v e s .  W e ’l l  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  T V i a  as to  t he  r e s u l t s .

My o u t b u r s t  i n  i s s u e  # 1 9  s e e m s  to h a v e  s c o r e d  a b u l l s e y e  i n  & 
f e w i n s t a n c e s .  I ' m  g l a d  i t  h e l p e d  a b i t .  It s e e m s  t h a t  t h e r e  are  
m o r e  c a s e s  t h a n  I t h o u g h t  in w h i c h  no a t t e m p t  i s  m a d e  to p o l i s h  up 
t he  f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y  b r o u g h t  f or t h  by t h e  g a r m e n t s  wo r n .  Let  
m e  q u o t e  f r om a r e c e n t  l e t t e r  f r om a TV r e g a r d i n g  a n o t h e r  TV 
f r i e n d .  "I wi s h  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  way  I c o u l d  c l o b b e r  her  e n o u g h  to  
s e t t l e  d o w n .  She  w i l l  dres s  up i n  t he  w i l d e s t  o u t f i t s ,  e x u d e  c o n c e i t  
a l l  o v e r  t he  p l a c e  and a c t  l i k e  Rocky  M a r c i a n o  w i t h  l i p s t i c k .  Do  
y o u  h a v e  any  s u g g e s t i o n s ?  I ' v e  a b o u t  run out  of  i d e a s . "  To  t h o s e  
wh o  i n s i s t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  no t  be  any  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  b e t w e e n  the  f e m i n 
i n e  and t h e  m a s c u l i n e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t he  a b o v e  s i m i l e  s h o u l d  not  
e v o k e  any  u n p l e a s a n t  r e a c t i o n : -  "Roc ky  M a r c i a n o  w i t h  l i p s t i c k " .  It 
s h o u l d  s ound p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l .  Let  us d e l v e  i n t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m  a 
l i t t l e  d e e p e r .  T h e  c o m p l a i n t  v o i c e d  by our TV f r i e n d  d o e s  not  r e 
fer  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  her  f r i e n d .  She  is  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
d e p o r t m e n t ,  b e h a v i o u r ,  c o n d u c t ,  t he  i m p r e s s i o n  c r e a t e d ,  the  i m a g e  
p r o j e c t e d .  We are  f a c e d  h e r e  w i t h  a p r o b l e m  of  e s t h e t i c s .  In our 
e f f o r t s  to  " a p p e a r "  to o u r s e l v e s  i n  t he  mi r r o r  and to o t h e r s  t hr ough  
t h e i r  e y e s  as a f e m i n i n e  e n t i t y  we  go  t h r o u g h  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t r o u b l e
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to c o p y  wh a t  G G ’s l o o k  l i k e ,  we s pe nd  hours  and ho ur s  l e a r n i n g  
m a k e u p  t e c h n i q u e  so t h a t  t he  i m a g e  i n  t h e  mi r r o r  w i l l  l o o k  as g o o d  
as p o s s i b l e  ( " g o o d ” in t h i s  c a s e  m e a n i n g  " f e m i n i n e " ) .  We s pend  
m o n e y  and t i m e  i n  c r e a t i n g  as p r e s e n t a b l e  a f e m i n i n e  f i g u r e  as p o s 
s i b l e .

L e t ’ s a s s u m e  w e ’ve  s u c c e e d e d .  And t h e n ,  w h a t ?  Are we  to  
stop r i g h t  at  t h a t  p o i n t ?  We s e e  a g i r l  in t he  mi r r o r ,  our f r i e n d s  
a l s o  s e e  her ,  e s t h e t i c a l l y  she  i s  q u i t e  a c c e p  t a b l e . . .  tha t is  i f  she  
s t ands  f r o z e n ,  w i t h o u t  m o v i n g . . .  He r e  c o m e s  t h e  b i g  q u e s t i o n - s h o u l d  
she m o v e  as the  r e s t  of  t he  wor l d  w o u l d  e x p e c t  her  to m o v e ?  Or,  
s ho u l d  she m o v e  as a m a n ?  S h o u l d  she m a i n t a i n  t he  p i c t u r e  so l a b 
o r i o u s l y  c r e a t e d ,  or s h o u l d  she i m m e d i a t e l y  d e s t r o y  i t  in one  s i n g l e  
m o v e m e n t ?  And wh e n  I say m o v e ,  I i n c l u d e  p o s t u r e ,  g e s t u r e s ,  w a l k  
and v o i c e  i n f l e c t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  m a n y  T V ’ s c h o o s e  t he  s e c o n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h e y  d e s t r o y  i n  one  s i n g l e  g e s t u r e  t he  e n t i r e  p i c t u r e  - 
t h e y  a c t u a l l y  c o m m i t  m u r d e r ,  w a n t o n  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
c o u l d  be b e a u t i f u l  but  i s  no t  a l l o w e d  to d e v e l o p  i n t o  b e a u t y .  T h e n ,
I say ,  t he  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  of  c r e a t i o n  so c a r e f u l l y  p u r s u e d ,  b e c o m e s  
a s t up i d  w a s t e  of  t i m e ,  an i d i o t i c  m a s q u e r a d e  w h i c h  e n d s  at  t he  v e r y  
m o m e n t  i t  b e g i n s .  I f  t h e  i m a g e  c r e a t e d  has  no l i f e  of  he r  own,  
t he n  a l l  t he  c a r e  put  i n t o  m a k i n g  up,  dr e s s ,  s h o e s ,  e t c . ,  m a k e s  no  
s e n s e .  If  we are r e s p o n d i n g  to an i n n e r  urge  w h i c h  d e m a n d s  e x p r e s s 
i o n ,  t h e n ,  why s t r a n g l e  t ha t  urge  b e f o r e  i t  has  a c h a n c e  to a c q u i r e  
a body  and a l i f e  of  i t s  own? T h e  TV who  s t ops  w i t h  j u s t  d r e s s i n g  
i s  l i k e  s t o r e  m u m m y ,  n i c e  t o  l o o k  at ,  l i k e  a s n a p s h o t ,  but  d e v o i d  
of  a l l  e x p r e s s i o n .

I h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  thi s  p r o b l e m  w i t h  m a n y  of  my f r i e n d s  and  
h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  q u i t e  a f e w v i e w p o i n t s .  S o m e  say t h a t  a l l  t he  c a r e  
t h e y  put  i n t o  d r e s s i n g  is  due  to t he  o b s t a c l e s  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e m  by  
t he  l a w and s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  If s o c i e t y  and the  l a w  s h o u l d  no t  
o b j e c t  to  cross  d r e s s i n g ,  t h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  no t  b o t h e r  t r y i n g  to  "pass"
I p i c t u r e  t h e m  in s ki r t s  and h i g h  h e e l s  w h i l e  s p o r t i n g  a f l o w i n g  
C a s t r o - l i k e  b e a r d !  S t i l l  o t h e r s  w i l l  a d m i t  t h a t  to t h e m  T V i s m  is  
o n l y  a g a m e  in w h i c h  t he  TV t r i e s  to  " f o o l "  t h e  p u b l i c .  The  mo r e  
t h e y  f o o l  t he  h a p p i e r  t h e y  a r e .  But as to i n n e r  f e m i n i n i t y ,  ZERO! ! ! 
If  f o o l i n g  o t h e r s  i s  the  ONLY o b j e c t  of  our a c t i v i t y  t h e n  we s h o u l d  
k e e p  in mi n d  t h a t  y o u  c a n ’ t f o o l  a l l  o f  t he  p e o p l e  a l l  o f  the  t i m e  
and t ha t  i t  wo u l d  m a k e  no s e n s e  to h a v e  f r i e n d s  wh o  know a b o u t  our  
a c t i v i t y - - w e  e x p e c t  t h e m  to l i k e  us no t  b e c a u s e  we  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
f o o l  t he  p u b l i c  but  b e c a u s e  of  w h a t  we  ar e ,  b e c a u s e  of  our p e r s o n a l 
i t i e s .  I am not  i m p l y i n g  h e r e  t h a t  I d o n ’ t e n j o y  " p a s s i n g " .  Of  
c o u r s e  i t ’ s n i c e .  But t h e r e ’ s m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  i n  T V i s m . . m o r e  t han  
j u s t  b e i n g  a s u c c e s s f u l  m a s q u e r a d e r .  It  i s  hard to  d e f i n e  t h a t  " s o m e 
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t h i n g  e l s e ” w h i c h  we c a l l  f e m i n i n i t y ,  j u s t  as i t  is hard to d e s c r i b e  
w h a t  we  f e e l  w h e n  we are  w a t c h i n g  a d a z z l i n g  s u n s e t  or l i s t e n i n g  to  
a h y p n o t i c  m e l o d y .  I w i l l  no t  a t t e m p t  h e r e  to  d e f i n e  the  f e m i n i n e ,  
but  no TV c a n  d e n y  t h a t  one  c a n n o t  d i s c a r d  f e m i n i n i t y  and s t i l l  be a 
TV.

A n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t  I ’ve  h e a r d  f rom s o m e  of  my  f r i e n d s  i s  t h a t  t he r e  
i s  no s u c h  t h i n g  as " f e m i n i n e  a c t i v i t y ,  g e s t u r e s ,  p o s t u r e ,  e t c . . . ”
T h e y  say  t h a t  t he  d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  t he  m a s c u l i n e  and the  f e m i n i n e  is  
an a r b i t r a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  i n a s m u c h  as t he  c o n c e p t  of  f e m i n i n i t y  wi t h  i t s  
a t t a c h e d  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  a t t i r e ,  e t c ,  vary  f rom c u l t u r e  to c u l t u r e  and  
f r om g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a  to g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a .  T h e y  use  t h i s  a r g u m e n t - -  
h o w e v e r  m u c h  p e r c e n t a g e  of  v a l i d i t y  i t  ma y  h a v e - - be c a us e  t h e y  are  
j u s t  p l a i n  l a z y .  T o o  l a z y  t o  t a k e  t he  t r o u b l e  of  l e a r n i n g  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
w h i c h  g i r l s  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t  t h r o u g h  an e n t i r e  l i f e t i m e ,  t h i n g s  w h i c h  
g i r l s  l e a r n  t h r o u g h  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o l d e r  s i s t e r s ,  m o t h e r s ,  g i r l 
f r i e n d s  and a u n t s ,  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  and r e h e a r 
s i n g  y e a r  i n  and y e a r  out  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  n a t u r a l l y  t h e i r s ,  i n 
t r i n s i c  par t s  of  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  T h o s e  t h o u s a n d  and one  d e t a i l s  
w h i c h  m a k e  a g i r l  a l a d y ,  w h i c h  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  t h e i r  b e h a v i o u r  from 
t h a t  of  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s ,  t i d b i t s  of  f e m i n i n i t y  w h i c h  f orm t he  w i d e  m o 
s a i c  w h i c h  a TV i n v a d e s  and t r i e s  to  a s s i m i l a t e .  One mu s t  c e r t a i n l y  
be b l i n d  n o t  to s e e  t h a t  f e m i n i n e  b e h a v i o u r  is  d i f f e r e n t  f rom m a s c u l 
i n e  b e h a v i o u r .  T a k e  the  c a s e  of  a g i r l  who ,  i n  her  e a r l y  t e e n s ,  i s  
c a l l e d  a " t o m b o y  " - - s h e  c l i m b s  t r e e s ,  g o e s  h u n t i n g  wi t h  a s l i n g s h o t ,  
j u m p s  i n t o  g a n g  f i g h t s  and w i l l  e v e n  use her  f i s t s  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  S o c 
i e t y  t a g s  her  as a t o m b o y .  . . wh y ?  B e c a u s e  she  i s  e n g a g i n g  i n  a t t i t u d 
es  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  ( our  s o c i e t y )  has  a s s i g n e d  t o  b o y s .  And s o c i e t y  w i l l  
f o r c e  her  to  q u i t  a l l  o f  t h a t ,  "s t op  b e h a v i n g  l i k e  a b o y " ,  b e f o r e  she  
c a n  b e g i n  to  l e a r n  to  be  a l a d y .  T h e  T V ’ s c a s e  is s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r .  
B e f o r e  we  c a n  a s p i r e  to  p r o j e c t  a f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y  we s i m p l y  h a v e  
to  g e t  rid of  t he  " t o m b o y "  i n  us,  no t  k i l l  h i m ,  but  put  h i m a s i d e .
Loc k  h i m  i n t he  c l o s e t  w h e r e  h i s  c l o t h e s  are  so h e  w o n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  in  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of  f e m i n i n e  e x p r e s s i o n .  U n l e s s  we l o c k  h i m  up,  h e ’ l l  be  
i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  our j o b  c o n s t a n t l y . .  he  *11 be  i n s i s t i n g  on our c l i m b i n g  
t r e e s  and r o u g h i n g  i t  up,  w h e n  we  s h o u l d  be t r y i n g  to be s o f t ,  d e l i c a t e  
and t e n d e r .  S o m e  T V ’s s nor t  at  such  s t a t e m e n t s  and w i l l  say:  "Why
s h o u l d  I a b s t a i n  f r o m c l i m b i n g  t r e e s  or c h e w i n g  t o b a c c o  i f  I f e e l  l i k e  
i t ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  I ’m w e a r i n g  a dr e s s ?  P h o o e y ! "  - - T h e s e  - in my op-  
i n i o n - - a r e  p i t i f u l  c a s e s .  T h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  up w i t h o u t  e v e n  t r y i n g .  
T h e y  h a v e  m i s s e d  t he  w h o l e  p o i n t - - a n d  j o y - - o f  b e i n g  a T V .  Are t h e y  
p e r h a p s  a f r a i d  of  l o s i n g  t h e i r  m a s c u l i n i t y ?

I m p o s s i b l e ,  I s a y .  A l i f e t i m e  of  m a s c u l i n i t y  has  c a r v e d  p e r m a n 
e n t  p a t t e r n s  of  t h o u g h t  and b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  no a m o u n t  of  f e m i n i n e
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r e h e a r s i n g  w i l l  e r a s e .  T h i s  r e h e a r s i n g  c a n  o n l y  _ad_d to wh a t  we  a l 
r e a d y  h a v e .  Not  t a k e  a w a y .  It  w i l l  add,  enxi_cj! our f e m i n i n e  s e l f  
w i t h o u t  i m p o v e r i s h i n g  our o t h e r  e g o .  So why t he  s t u b b o r n  r e f u s a l  to  
try p o s t u r e ,  g e s t u r e s ,  w a l k ,  v o i c e  i n f l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  of  a GG?
It c a n  o n l y  be p l a i n  l a z i n e s s ,  or d i s t r u s t  i n  o n e ’ s own l e a r n i n g  c a p 
a b i l i t i e s ,  or a h u g e  d o s e  of  g u i l t  w h i c h  m a k e s  any  a t t e m p t  at  l e a r n i n g  
s e e m  r i d i c u l o u s  and u n b e c o m i n g .

And t h e n  t h e r e ’ s a n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t .  It  g o e s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s :  
’’You s ay ,  S u s a n n a ,  t h a t  t h i s  f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y  we  are  t r y i n g  to 
e x p r e s s  mus t  be s o f t ,  d e l i c a t e  and t e n d e r  ( p l u s  any  o t h e r  q u a l i t i e s  
w h i c h  are u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  f e m i n i n i t y ) - - but  who  s a i d  t h a t  a 
man c a n n o t  be  j u s t  as s o f t ,  s w e e t ,  d e l i c a t e  and t e n d e r ?  Are y o u  sure  
t h e s e  are e x c l u s i v e  f e m i n i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?  Why c a n ’ t a GG be  
rough and hard and f i rm and s t i l l  be  a GG? Do y o u  h_ave to  w a l k  wi t h  
a s w a y i n g  g a i t  or s i t  w i t h  your  k n e e s  t o g e t h e r  to be  a T V ? ” T h e  a n 
swer  mus t  g r a nt  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  of  v a l i d i t y  to  t h i s  a r g u m e n t .  But  
t he  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  we  are t he  p r o d u c t  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a g e  we  h a p p e n  
to b e l o n g  t o .  An a g e  w h i c h  has  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( r i g h t l y  or w r o n g l y )  c e r 
t a i n  d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n s  of  b e h a v i o u r  and has  a l l o t t e d - s o  to s p e a k - c e r 
t a i n  t r a i t s ,  m o d e s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  to  m e n  and w o m e n  and t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  
c a t a l o g u e d  as f e m i n i n e  and m a s c u l i n e  . . . T h i s  a r b i t r a r y  a s s i g n m e n t  of  
v a l u e s  to m e n  and w o m e n  has  e r e c t e d  a B e r l i n  w a l l  w h i c h  p r e v e n t s  
me n  f rom s l i p p i n g  o v e r  to t he  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  of  t he  w a l l  w i t h o u t  b r i n g 
i n g  t he  wrat h  of  t he  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  bo d y  upon t h e i r  h e a d s .  Wo m e n  
h a v e  b e e n  s m a r t e r  t han  m e n  and h a v e  b e a u t i f u l l y  m a n a g e d  to h e l p  
t h e m s e l v e s  by t r e s p a s s i n g  i n t o  w h a t  us ed  to be for t h e m  f o r b i d d e n  
t e r r i t o r y .  Men are s t i l l  s t u p i d l y  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h a t  a r b i t r a r y  
ar e a  of  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  has  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to t h e m .
Th i s  i s  s u p p o s e d  to  m a k e  b e t t e r  m e n  out  of  t h e m ,  w h e n  i n  r e a l i t y  i t  
m a k e s  o f  t h e m ,  drab,  poor ,  shorn,  i n c o m p l e t e  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  How to  
e x p r e s s  the  w h o l e  g a m u t  of  h u m a n  i n t e r e s t s ,  e m o t i o n s  w h e n  s o c i e t y  
f o r b i d s  i t ?  Our a n s we r ,  t he  T V ’s a n s w e r ,  is i n  t he  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a 
d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h a t ’ s our way  to  k n o c k  do wn t he  B e r l i n  w a l l  s e t  
up by s o c i e t y .  In our f e m i n i n e  s e l f  we  c a n  r e l a x  and e n j o y  to the  
f u l l e s t  a l i f e  w h i c h  is s o f t  and s w e e t  and d e l i c a t e  and t e n d e r  and 
b e a u t i f u l ,  w i t h o u t  r e n o u n c i n g  t he  j o y s  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  a l l o w s  us to e m 
b r a c e  in our m a s c u l i n e  s t a t u s .  R e s u l t ?  A r i c h e r  t w o - i n - o n e  p e r s o n 
a l i t y .  In a wa y  i t  is a p i t y  we c a n n o t  m i x  t h e m  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  
but  we mu s t  c o n f o r m  u n l e s s  we  c h o o s e  t he  h e r m i t ’s wa y  of  l i f e .  As 
l o n g  as we  mus t  l i v e  s u r r o u n d e d  by o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  as l o n g  as t h e r e  are  
e s t h e t i c  i d e a l s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  p e o p l e ’s l i v e s  and m a k e  d e m a n d s  upon  
t h e m ,  we mus t  c r e a t e  a GG’ s i m a g e  w h i c h  d o e s  no t  c l a s h  wi t h  t h o s e  
c o n c e p t s  a c c e p t e d  by s o c i e t y .
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W o m e n  h a v e  b e e n  t he  g u a r d i a n s  o f  f e m i n i n i t y  for a l o n g  t i m e . . .  
t h e y  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  kn o w how to e x p r e s s  i t  and s avor  i t .  We mus t  
l e a r n  to be  l i k e  t h e m  to b e t t e r  h a n d l e  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  of  l i f e  w h i c h  
s o c i e t y  has  p l a c e d  b e y o n d  our g r a s p .  T h e y  are t he  t e a c h e r s -  - w e  the  
p u p i l s .  T h a t  i s  why  we  c a n n o t  c o n d o n e  t h e  i m a g e  of  a "Rocky  M a r c 
i a n o  wi t h  l i p s t i c k " . .  i t  i s  p l a i n  l u d i c r o u s  and r i d i c u l o u s  and s o m e t h i n g  
has  to be d o n e  to i m p r o v e  i t .  T o  t h e  TV f r i e n d  who  wr o t e  me  the  
l e t t e r  t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h i s  w h o l e  t rend of  t h o u g h t  I ’ d a d v i s e  to m a k e  a 
m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  of  her  f r i e n d  in a c t i o n  and t h e n  l e t  h i m  s e e  h i m s e l f  
on t he  s c r e e n .  It m i g h t  wo r k .

As I w r i t e  t h i s  c o l u m n ,  our g o o d  f r i e n d  Gi na  i s  r e a d i n g  and c o m 
m e n t i n g .  She  a g r e e s  w i t h  m o s t  of  w h a t  I ’ve  w r i t t e n ,  but  she  f e e l s  
I ’m b e i n g  t o o  o n e s i d e d .  She  b r i n g s  up an i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t .  "Thi s  
m a t t e r  of  t r y i n g  to a c t  as f e m i n i n e l y  as p o s s i b l e  w h e n  we are p o r t r a y 
i n g  our a l t e r  e g o  m i g h t  s c a r e  s o m e  w i v e s  wh o  h a v e  b a r e l y  b e g u n  to  
a c c e p t  T V i s m  i n t h e i r  s p o u s e s .  When he  is  d r e s s e d  up the  w i f e  in  
s o m e  c a s e s  w i l l  i n s i s t  on s e e i n g  h i m  a c t  no t  t o o  f e m i n i n e - l i k e .  She  
wa n t s  to r e a s s u r e  h e r s e l f  t h a t  she  has  no t  l o s t  her  h u s b a n d  e v e n  for
an h o u r .  A l s o - - G i n a  s a y s ----- t h e r e ’s a l w a y s  t he  d a n g e r  of  h a v i n g  o t he r
p e o p l e  t h i n k  we are  g a y  - or h a v e  t e n d e n c i e s  a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s .  The  
i m a g e  of  t he  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  t h e y  h a v e  s e e n  in n i g h t 
c l u b s  has  l e f t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  who d i s p l a y  f e m i n i n e  m a n n e r 
i s m s  m u s t  be g a y .  She  is r i g h t ,  of  c o u r s e .  Ma n y  p e o p l e  t h i nk  t hi s  
wa y  and m a n y  p e o p l e - - n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  we  do to  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m i n d s - -  
w i l l  a l w a y s  f e e l  t h a t  w a y .  Jus t  t o o  b a d .  P e r s o n a l l y  I pay  t h a t  p r i c e  
e v e r y  t i m e  I p e r f o r m  i n a n i g h t  c l u b  wi t h  a group of  f e m a l e  i m p e r 
s o n a t o r s .  T o  t he  p u b l i c  I ’ m j u s t  one  of  t he  g a y  g a n g  and t h e r e ’ s 
n o t h i n g  I c a n  do to h a v e  t h e m  t h i n k  o t h e r w i s e .  So,  l e t  t h e m  t h i nk ,
I s a y .  T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a p p l i e s  to any  TV wh o  s hows  up at m a s q u e r a d e  
b a l l s .  T h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  are g a y .  If 
we are s e e n  t h e r e ,  we w i l l  be  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c a t a l o g u e d  as g a y .  Of  
c o u r s e  we  c a n  p r e a c h  our t ruth w h e n e v e r  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t s  i t 
s e l f  and in m a n y  c a s e s  w e ’ l l  s u c c e e d  in d i s p e l l i n g  the  p o p u l a r  c o n c e p t  
but  we  m u s t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  l e a r n  to a c c e p t  t he  f a c t  t ha t  s o m e  p e o p l e  
w i l l  n e v e r  b e l i e v e  us and t h e y  w i l l  a l w a y s  r e t a i n  a h i d d e n  s n e a k y  
s u s p i c i o n  i n  t h e i r  m i n d s  a b o u t  us .

Buf f  r e s p o n d e d  to  my c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  of  l a u g h t e r  at  
s o m e  TV m e e t i n g s .  She  s ays  t h a t  we m u s t n ’ t f o r g e t  t h a t  t he  a v e r a g e  
TV i s  l o a d e d  w i t h  p r o b l e m s .  . p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i f e  p r o b l e m s  and thi s  
h e a v y  l o a d  i s  no t  e x a c t l y  c o n d u c i v e  to g i r l i s h  l a u g h t e r .  Y o u ’ve  g o t  
a p o i n t  t h e r e ,  d o l l .  But l e t  us try to h e l p  t h o s e  w i t h  s uch p r o b l e m s  
to f o r g e t  at  l e a s t  for a f e w hours  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  and r e l a x  and e n j o y  
t he  m o m e n t  o f  n e w truth as c o m p l e t e l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  f rom w i g  to pumps .
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G G ’s a l s o  h a v e  h o m e  p r o b l e m s  but  w h e n  t h e y  go  to t h e i r  b r i d g e  c l u b s  
t h e y  m a n a g e  to s hrug t h e m  a s i d e  and r e l a x  i n  the  c o m p a n y  of  s i s t e r s  
who,  in one  wa y  or a n o t h e r ,  a l s o  f a c e  s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  b o o k . . .  t he  t i t l e :  ’’ D i v i n i t y  as t he  E t e r n a l  F e m i n 
i n e " ,  by W. H o l m a n  K e i t h .  A f a s c i n a t i n g  d e f e n s e  of  p a g a n  c o n c e p t s  
for our a g e .  We m a y  or m a y  not  a g r e e  w i t h  t he  a u t h o r  but  s o m e  
t h o u g h t s  s t r i k e  h o m e  i n  a TV h e a r t .  Wi l l  t he  r u l e  of  l o v e  and b e a u t y ,  
e m b o d i e d  i n  the  c o n c e p t  of  d e i t y  as M o t h e r - G o d d e s s ,  s u p p l a n t  t he  
m a s c u l i n e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f o r c e  w h i c h  s t e m s  f r o m t h e ,  p r e v a i l i n g  c o n c e p 
ts of  God as a Fa t h e r ?  T h e  a u t h o r  uses  p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u m e n t  to s how  
t ha t  t h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  or s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e  b o o k  is  s h o c k i n g  i n  
s o m e  spot s  i n a s m u c h  as i t  c h a m p i o n s  an e n t i r e l y  ne w s y s t e m  of  e t h i c s  
t h a t  g o e s  s m a c k  a g a i n s t  our c o n c e p t s  of  w h a t  is g o o d  and ba d ,  but  
t he  i d e a  of  a f e m i n i n e  God d o e s  c o n t a i n  a s t r a n g e  f a s c i n a t i o n  for the  
T V .  If  to a c h i e v e  p e r f e c t i o n  o ne  i s  to e n d e a v o r  to b e c o m e  l i k e  t he  
D i v i n i t y  - wh a t  h a p p e n s  i f  t he  D i v i n i t y  is t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  a l l  t h a t  
i s  f e m i n i n e ?  In t h a t  c a s e - - a l l  T V ’ s are c e r t a i n l y  on t he  r i g h t  r o a d .  
A n y w a y ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a c h a n c e  to g e t  a h o l d  of  t h i s  b o o k  ( P a g e a n t  
Press  I n c .  Ne w York)  do s o .  It m a k e s  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d i n g  e v e n  i f  y o u  
d o n ’ t a g r e e  wi t h  the  a u t h o r ’s v i e w s .  I t ’s m a r k e d  $ 3 . 0 0 .  P a g e a n t  
Press  I n c .  is at  101 F i f t h  A v e .  , N . Y .  3 N . Y .  Now for  s o m e  g o s s i p .
TV PECULIARITIES USUALLY KEPT S E C R E T : .....................

The  TV who  h a t e s  to t a k e  o f f  her  m a k e u p  wh e n  i t ’s t i m e  to go to  
s l e e p  and m a k e s  an u n h o l y  m e s s  of  p i l l o w  c a s e  and s h e e t s . . . T h e  TV 
who is a w f u l l y  s w e e t  and c o n s i d e r a t e  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and c o n s t a n t l y  
buys  her  c l o t h e s  and j e w e l r y ,  not  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  he  f u l l y  i n t e n d s  t o  
borrow t h e m at  the  f i r s t  c h a n c e  he  g e t s . . . T h e  TV who  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  
w o m e n  h a v e  a p o i n t  w h e n  t h e y  c o v e r  t h e i r  f a c e s  wi t h  c r e a m  at  n i g h t  
( t h e  s t u f f  i s  a w f u l l y  g o o d  for y o ur  c o m p l e x i o n )  . . but  t h e y  f e e l  f u n n y  
a b o u t  g o o i n g  t h e i r  mu g s  and b a r e l y  s n e a k  a dab w i t h o u t  t he  w i f e ’s 
k n o w l e d g e . . .  t he  TV who  s we a r s  she f e e l s  in h e a v e n  w i t h  a t o o  t i g h t  
c o r s e l e t t e  or w a i s t  c i n c h e r  and w o n ’ t a d m i t  s h e ’ s d y i n g  o f  d i s c o m f o r t  
T h e  TV who,  upon r e m o v i n g  s a i d  c o r s e l e t t e ,  f e e l s  h e ' d  d i e  of  e m 
b a r r a s s m e n t  i f  a n y o n e  s h o u l d  s e e  t he  red w e l t s  l e f t  by t h a t  g a r m e n t  
on the s k i n . . . T h e  TV who  g o e s  to the  o f f i c e  w e a r i n g  n y l o n  s t o c k i n g s  
under  h i s  s o c k s .  H e ’ s j u m p y  as a r a b b i t  i f  s o m e  e x p r e s s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  
s h o u l d  s l ap  h i m  on the  t h i g h .  Fears  t he  f r i e n d l y  h a n d  w i l l  h i t  the  
t e l l - t a l e  m e t a l  t i p  of  t he  g a r t e r . . . T h e  TV w h o ’ s t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  h i s  
s e c r e t  to a g i r l  f r i e n d  and u s u a l l y  b e g i n s  by r e m a r k i n g  "how m u c h  
m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s  s e e m  t o  b e ” . . . H e  f e e l s  g u i l t y  b e 
c a u s e  j us t  l a s t  n i g h t  he  was  d r e s s e d  to k i l l  i n  h i s  r o o m and is  p r e t e n d 
i n g  he  n e v e r ,  but  n e v e r  had a f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t  on h i m . . .  And t h e n

69.



we h a v e  t he  t i g h t  e a r r i n g s  t h a t  l e a v e  a ma r k  on t he  l o b e  w h i c h  l o o m s  
as l a r g e  as a m o o n  c r a t e r  i n  h i s  m i n d . ,  t h i n k s  e v e r y b o d y  s e e s  t he  i n 
d e n t  a t i o n . . .  Or t he  l i p s t i c k  w h i c h  j u s t  w o n ’ t c o m e  o f f .  . y o u  scrub and 
s c r ub  l i k e  ma d  and t h e  red b o r d e r  l i n e  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e . . y o u  m a y  not  
b e l i e v e  t h i s  but  I know o ne  TV wh o  a c t u a l l y  us e d  AJAX s c o u r i n g  p o w 
der  and ,  n a t u r a l l y  t o r e  h i s  l i p s  t o  p i e c e s  (I h o p e  G a i l  d o e s n ’t read  
t h i s  l i n e ) . . .  and t h e n  t h e r e  are  t h e  T V ' s  who  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t he  b e s t  
r e m o v i n g  a g e n t  for l i p s t i c k  are  t h o s e  l i t t l e  w h i t e  bars  of  soap y o u  
f i n d  i n  h o t e l  b a t h r o o m s ,  y o u  j u s t  rub t he  l i t t l e  bar up and d o wn ,  s i d e 
w a y s  and round and r o und ,  , and p r e s t o ,  , ( i s n ’ t t h a t  r i g h t ,  A n i t a ? ) . . .  
And t h e n  t h e r e ’ s t he  TV wh o  is  s c a r e d  to  d e a t h  at  t he  t h o u g h t  of  
c o m b i n g  h i s  w i g . . d o e s n ’ t kno w t h a t  w i g s  k e e p  b e t t e r  and l o o k  b e t t e r  
i f  t h e y  are  c o m b e d  and b r u s h e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y . . .  y ou c a n  e v e n  w e t  t he  
c o m b  w i t h  w a t e r  and go  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  w a v e s  l i k e  m a d . . y o u ’ l l  be a m 
a z e d  at  t h e  r e s u l t s .  . .  i t ’ l l  e i t h e r  l o o k  g o r g e o u s  or y o u ' l l  h a v e  to go  
and buy a ne w w i g . . . N o ,  s e r i o u s l y ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  c o m b e d . . . a n d  
t h e n  I c a n  m e n t i o n  t h e  TV w h o ’s j u s t  f i n i s h e d  d o l l i n g  u p . . .  and s u d d 
e n l y  he  h e a r s  s t e p s  on t h e  h a l l w a y . . . o r  e v e n  w o r s e ,  t h e y  are k n o c k 
i n g  at  t h e  d o o r . . . nob ody i n  t he  e n t i r e  wo r l d  c a n  u ndr e s s  wi t h  the  
l i g h t e n i n g  v e l o c i t y  of  a TV t r a p p e d  i n  t h o s e  c i r c  urns t a n c e  s . . . I h a t e  
to  t h i n k  of  t he  d o z e n s  and d o z e n s  o f  p e r f e c t l y  m a r v e l l o u s  d r e s s e s  and 
s l i p s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y  r i p p e d  w h e n  t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  
c a m e . . . a n d  a g a i n  t he  TV w h o ' s  d y i n g  t o  buy  a p a i r  of  b e a u t i f u l  pumps  
h e  p a s s e s  i n  f r o n t  of  t he  s a m e  w i n d o w  d o z e n s  o f  t i m e s . .  f i n a l l y  g a t h 
ers  c o u r a g e  and e n t e r s  t he  s t o r e . . t h e  s a l e s m a n  a p p r o a c h e s  w i t h  a 
s m i l e . . ’’ Can I h e l p  y o u  s i r ? ” T h a t  ’’ s i r ” i s  l i k e  a b o m b . ,  t he  TV f i nds  
h i s  c o u r a g e  d r a i n i n g  a w a y . ” W e l l - - h e  m u m b l e s , - - ” I was  w o n d e r i n g  
i f  y o u  had t h o s e  p u mp s  i n  t he  w i n d o w . ,  ’’and he  s t o p s . . h e  c a n ’t q u i t e  
v o c a l i z e  t he  s i z e - - b u t  t he  s a l e s m a n  has  now b e c o m e  an a g e n t  of  the  
I n q u i s i t i o n  and he  turns  t h e  s c r e w s  wi t h  s u b t l e  f e r o c i t y - - "  What  s i z e  
w o u l d  y o u  w a n t ” - - h e  a s k s .  And now c o m e s  t he  b i g  m o m e n t .  ’’S i z e  
11 ,  I t h . . t h i n k  SHE w e a r s . ” And t h i s  i s  s a i d  s o m e w h a t  a p o l o g e t i c a l l y  
as i f  y o u  w e r e  a d m i t t i n g  to  t h e  s a l e s m a n ,  a s t r a n g e r ,  t h a t  your  w i f e  
or s w e e t h e a r t  or s i s t e r  has  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  d e f o r m i t y  t h a t  mars  her  b e a u t y  
s i z e  1 1 .  And t h e  p u m p s  are  b r o u g h t . . y o u  are  so n e r v o u s  by t hi s  t i m e  
t h a t  y o u  b a r e l y  g l a n c e  at  t h e m , . y o u  pay  w h a t e v e r  t he  m a n  a s k s . . a n d  
y o u  w a l k  o ut  c l u t c h i n g  t he  p a c k a g e  as i f  i t  was  a l i v e . .  You f i n a l l y  
g e t  h o m e  and das h  to y o ur  r o o m . . o f f  c o m e  t he  s o c k s . . o n  go t he  n y 
l o n s  and now t he  f o o t  t i m i d l y  s l i d e s  i n t o  t he  s h o e . . i t ’s t i g h t  as the  
d i c k e n s . ,  t he  s a l e s m a n  s o l d  y o u  a nar r ow w i d t h . . b u t  y o u ' d  r a t he r  d i e  
t h a n  g o  b a c k  and c h a n g e  t h e m  for a w i d e r  s i z e . ,  and y o u  k e e p  t h e m . ,  
and c o n t i n u e  to s u f f e r  e v e r y t i m e  y o u  we a r  t h e m . . a n d  i f  a TV f r i e n d  
s h o u l d  c o m e  and v i s i t  y o u . . y o u  b r a v e l y  put  t h e m  on and p r a n c e  around  
p r o u d l y . .  b e a u t i f u l ,  a r e n ' t  t h e y ? . . b u t  y o u ’ l l  n e v e r ,  n e v e r  a d m i t  t h a t
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t h e y  are c r u c i f y i n g  y o ur  f e e t . . .  t h a t ’ s TV v a n i t y ,  y o u  k n o w . . . j u s t  
l i k e  a GG on h e r  f i r s t  d a t e .

And t h a t ’s a l l  for now my  d e a r s - - m u s t  go  and c h a n g e  s h o e s . . .  
t h e s e  I ’m w e a r i n g  are  k i l l i n g  m e .................

L o v e ,
S u s a n n a

It is u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  to n o t i f y  a l l  r e a d e r s  and e s p e c i a l l y  
FPE m e m b e r s  t h a t  t he  f o l l o w i n g  four  p e r s o n s  are  no l o n g e r  m e m b e r s  
i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  of  PHI PI EPSILON:  Barbara J e a n  ( 5 - B - 5 ) ;  M a d e l e i n e
( 5 - N - 5 ) ;  Barbara  S t e v e n s  a l s o  k n o wn  as El i n  No r t h;  and E v e l y n  a l s o  
kno wn as C a r o l i n e  D a n i e l s .  T h i s  has  c o m e  a b o u t  no t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  of  
a c t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  at  me  p e r s o n a l l y ,  but  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  of  w r i t i n g s  
and a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  s how a c o m p l e t e  d i s r e g a r d  for t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  
FPE and w h i c h  e n d a n g e r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  and b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  F O U N D 
ATION of  w h i c h  PHI PI EPSILON is a p a r t .

A l l  r e a d e r s  are  put  on n o t i c e  t h a t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a ny  of  t h e s e  four  
c a n  no l o n g e r  be  m a d e  t h r o u g h  C O N T A C T  and t h a t  any  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  
m a y  be  m a d e  are  e n t i r e l y  on t he  c o n t a c t o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Any e n d o r s e m e n t  of  t he  c h a r a c t e r  or r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  
m i g h t  be p r e s u m e d  by v i r t u e  of  t h e i r  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  FPE and  
t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  m e  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h d r a w n .  May  i t  be  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  not  an a c t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s p i t e  on my par t  as I h a v e  n e v e r  
a s k e d  a n y o n e  to  l e a v e  FPE.  H o w e v e r ,  s e c u r i t y  and t he  p r o t e c t i o n  of  
i d e n t i t i e s  e n t r u s t e d  to  m e  is of  t op  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  me  and I c a n n o t  
t h e r e f o r e  c o n d o n e  any  a c t i o n s  v i o l a t i n g  s e c u r i t y  or e n d a n g e r i n g  a n y 
one  e l s e .  T h e r e  i s  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  c o n 
t e n t i o n .

It i s  no t  o n l y  a m a t t e r  of  d e e p  p e r s o n a l  r e g r e t ,  but  m o r e  t han  
t h a t ,  i t  is a c a u s e  for p r o f o u n d  s h o c k  and a m a z e m e n t  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  
do s o m e  of  t he  t h i n g s  t h e y  do and do t h e m  to  p e r s o n s  who  h a v e  c o n 
t r i b u t e d  so m u c h  to t h e i r  l i v e s .  I am f o r c e d  to  a d m i t  to  b e i n g  t oo  
n a i v e ,  t oo  t r u s t i n g ,  and of  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  my  m o t i v e s  we r e  
a l t r u i s t i c ,  t ha t  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s  w o u l d  be  t o o .
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"VIRGIN VIEW S" —  by VIRGINIA
A f t e r  A c c e p t a n c e  What? ?

In p a s t  a r t i c l e s  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  c a u s e s ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a c c e p t a n c e  by 
o n e ’s s e l f  and o t h e r s ,  e t c .  I h a v e  t r i e d  to h e l p  t h o s e  o f  y o u  s t i l l  in  
t he  " l o c k e d  door" s t a g e  to c o m e  'forth and t h o s e  of  y o u  who h a v e  c o m e  
f or t h to s hed y o ur  g u i l t  and s h a m e  and a c c e p t  y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  f i g h t 
i n g  i t .  Th i s  i s  n o t  to  i m p l y  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  who  h a v e  m a d e  t h e s e  t wo  
s t e p s  h a v e  d o n e  so b e c a u s e  of  my e f f o r t s .  C e r t a i n l y  not ,  m a n y  h a v e  
a r r i v e d  at  t h i s  p o i n t  on t h e i r  own and s o m e  f e w h a v e  g o n e  to  t he  n e x t  
s t e p .  So t h i s  a r t i c l e  is not  a d d r e s s e d  to t h e m ,  but  to  t h o s e  who  are  
m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  t he  h e l p  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of  TRANS VES TI A,  
t he  F e m m e M i r r o r  and m o r e  a d v a n c e d  f r i e n d s .

You k n o w,  F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  is a r a t h e r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c o n d i t i o n .
I d o n ’ t s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e r e  are  m a n y  of  us who ,  h a v i n g  g o n e  t hrough  
a l l  t he  f e a r s ,  s h a m e ,  g u i l t ,  e t c .  t h a t  m o s t  of  us h a v e ,  wo u l d  i n t e n 
t i o n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e  a n o n - T V  i n t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  M o r e o v e r ,  I ’ l l  w a g e r  
t h a t ,  i f  we we r e  h o n e s t ,  m o s t  of  us w o u l d  h a v e  to a g r e e  t h a t  l i f e  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e a s i e r  on us i f  we had n e v e r  g o t  s t a r t e d  on t h i s  pat h  
i n  t he  f i r s t  p l a c e .  Ye t  in t he  s a m e  b r e a t h  the  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of  us 
w o u l d  n o t . . . . I  g u e s s  I had b e t t e r  say c o u l d  n o t . . . . g i v e  up our f e m m e  
s e l v e s  at  t h i s  p o i n t .  Odd i s n ’ t i t  to  h a v e  a p a t t e r n  so e m o t i o n a l l y  
e x p e n s i v e  and f r u s t r a t i n g  on t he  one  hand t ha t  we  w o u l d  j u s t  as soon  
n e v e r  h a v e  had i t  and y e t  so e m o t i o n a l l y  s a t i s f y i n g  h a v i n g  o n c e  g o t 
t e n  i t  under  c o n t r o l  and s e e n  i t  i n  the  p r o p e r  l i g h t  t h a t  we  h a v e  no  
d e s i r e  to  g i v e  i t  up!  So h a v i n g  c o m e  to  gr i ps  wi t h  i t  and l e a r n e d  to 
a c c e p t  o u r s e l v e s ,  w h e r e  do we  go  f r om h e r e ?

It s e e m s  to m e  t h a t  we c a n  go  on to a sort  of  q u i e t  p r i d e  in our 
s e l v e s ,  i n  our a b i l i t y  to e x p r e s s  our f e m i n i n i t y  and our v i c t o r y  our 
own g u i l t s  and f e a r s .  Th e  i d e a  of  p r i d e  in an a c t i v i t y  t ha t  s o c i e t y  
r e g a r d s  as an a b n o r m a l c y  w i l l  s ound c o m p l e t e l y  r i d i c u l o u s  to m a n y . ,  
c e r t a i n l y  to m o s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e .  But I d o n ’ t m e a n  pr i d e  i n  the  
s e n s e  of  s o m e t h i n g  to  brag  a b o u t ,  I m e a n  an i n n e r  sort  of  p r i d e ,  p e r 
ha ps  i t  m i g h t  be  c a l l e d  an i n n e r  p e a c e  t h a t  s e t t l e s  o v e r  one  wh e n  he  
s t ops  f i g h t i n g ,  r e c o g n i z e s  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  as r e a l  and d e c i d e s  to l i v e  
wi t h  t h e m .  P r i d e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of  b e i n g  t he  o p p o s i t e  of  s h a m e .

When we r e a c h  t h i s  s t a g e ,  i t  is  no l o n g e r  a v i t a l  m a t t e r  i f  s o m e 
one  l e a r n s  t h a t  we are FPs.  (I m i g h t  p o i n t  out  t ha t  t h i s  is t he  s t a g e
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in w h i c h  t he  t e r m F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  r e a l l y  b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y  s i n c e  
i t  i s  m u c h  mo r e  t h a n  s i m p l e  t r a n s v e s t i n g .  . .  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  . P e r h a p s  
i t  i s  t o o  s t r o ng  to c a l l  i t  a wa y  o f  l i f e ,  but  i t  i s  a k i n  to  i t .  Now t ha t  
we know wh a t  we  are  ( and mo r e  i m p o r t a n t l y - - wh a t  we are  n_ot_) and 
h a v e  s o m e  sort  of  a p h i l o s o p h y  a b o u t  i t  we  c a n  s t and  to h a v e  p e o p l e  
know w i t h o u t  f l i n c h i n g . . . we c a n  e v e n  t e l l  t h e m  o u r s e l v e s  and do i t  
o p e n l y ,  c l e a n l y  and w i t h o u t  s h a m e f a c e d l y  p u s s y f o o t i n g  around t he  
s u b j e c t .  S o m e  of  t he  r e a d e r s  of  TR A N S V E S T I A  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h i s  s t a g e  
and f i nd t h a t  a c q u a i n t i n g  o t h e r s  wi t h  t h e i r  f e m m e s e l v e s  i s  a s o u r c e  
of  s o m e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

Now i n t he  i n t e r e s t  of  W . M .  & T.  ( W i s d o m ,  M o d e r a t i o n  and P e r 
s p e c t i v e  f rom a f o r m e r  V i r g i n  V i e w s  a r t i c l e )  l e t  me  h a s t e n  to say  
t ha t  a r r i v a l  at  th i s  ’’P o i n t  b e y o n d  a c c e p t a n c e "  d o e s  no t  i m p l y  t h a t  one  
f o o l i s h l y  r e v e a l  h i m s e l f  to a l l  and s u n d r y .  No m a t t e r  h o w g u i l t  f r e e  
t he  FP m a y  be ,  m a n y  of  t he  p e r s o n s  around h i m  are s t i l l  v e r y  g u i l t  
r i d d e n  and i n s e c u r e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  n o t  f r om TV but  f r om any  of  d o z e n s  
of  t h i n g s  t h a t  a f f l i c t  t he  h u m a n  p s y c h e .  I f  your  h e a r e r  i s  i n s e c u r e  he  
w i l l  not  be a b l e  t o  b e a r  t he  p r o b l e m  of  your  n o n c o n f o r m i t y  on t op of  
a l l  hi s  own t r o u b l e s .  S u c h  a p e r s o n  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  y o u  and w i l l  
b o l s t e r  up hi s  own i n s e c u r e  e g o  by m a k i n g  fun of  y o u ,  s p r e a d i n g  g o s s 
i p,  c o n d e m n i n g  and g e n e r a l l y  m a k i n g  t r o u b l e  for y o u .  So p i c k  your  
c o n f i d a n t s  wi t h  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  e q u i l i b r i u m .
When y o u  h a v e  f ound a n u m b e r  of  f r i e n d s  l i k e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  r e a l l y  
h a v e  a r r i v e d ,  b e c a u s e  your  f e m m e s e l f  w i l l  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  one  of  t he  
l a s t  g o a l s - - t h a t  of  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  by p e r s o n s  wh o  a l r e a d y  kno w  
your  m a s c u l i n e  s e l f  and who  now,  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  to your  f e m 
m e s e l f ,  know ALL of  y o u ,  a c c e p t  y o ur  c o m p l e t e  e x i s t a n c e  and a l l o w  
you  to be y o u r s e l f  i n  w h a t e v e r  r o l e  y o u  wi s h  to  be  in at  t he  t i m e .

Suc h  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  i s  t he  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  of  a p a t t e r n  of  e x 
p e r i e n c e  t h a t  b e g i n s  i n  l o n e l i n e s s  and f e a r ,  s t r u g g l e s  t h r o u g h  y e a r s  
of  s h a m e  and g u i l t  and f i n a l l y  e m e r g e s  i n t o  the  s u n l i g h t  of  a c c e p t 
a n c e ,  pr i d e  and p e a c e  of  m i n d .  "When y o u  m a k e  t he  i n n e r  as t he  
out e r ,  and t h e  ou t e r  as t he  i n n e r  and t he  a b o v e  as t he  b e l o w ,  and  
wh e n  y o u  m a k e  t he  m a l e  and the  f e m a l e  i n t o  a s i n g l e  o n e . . .  t h e n
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t he  K i n g d o m " -----T h e  G o s p e l  of  S t .  T h o m a s .  T h i s
t y p e  of  s t a t e m e n t  runs t h r o u g h  m a n y  of  t he  m e t a p h y s i c a l  and m y s t i c  
t e a c h i n g s  down t h r o u g h  t he  c e n t u r i e s .  T h e  t r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  e a c h  g e n 
e r a t i o n  t e n d s  to t h i n k  of  i t s e l f  as h a v i n g  t he  b r o a d e s t  k n o w l e d g e  and  
i n s i g h t ,  and the  b e s t  hand h o l d  on t r u t h .  Thus  we t e n d  t o  d i s c o u n t  
m a n y  old o b s e r v a t i o n s  wi t h  a shrug and a c o m m e n t  to t he  e f f e c t  t h a t  
s uc h  i d e a s  we r e  a l r i g h t  i n  the days  of  o l d ,  but  we  know b e t t e r  n o w .
But do we ?  We t h o u g h t  we did and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h i a t r i s t s  
p a s s e d  o v e r  t he  p r o b l e m s  of  g e n d e r .  E v e r y o n e  g a v e  l i p  s e r v i c e  to



t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a s c u l i n e  t r a i t s  i n  f e m a l e s  and f e m i n i n e  
t r a i t s  i n  m a l e s ,  but  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  a c t u a l l y  p o i n t i n g  t h e m  out ,  d e a l 
i n g  wi t h  t h e m  and a c c e p t i n g  t h e m . . .  t h a t  was  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  a g a i n .

H o w e v e r ,  o f  r e c e n t  m o n t h s  t h i n g s  h a v e  b e g u n  to c o m e  to  t he  sur
f a c e .  Dr.  M c K i n n o n  at  U n i v .  of  C a l i f ,  i n  a s t udy  of  c r e a t i v e  p e o p l e  
m a d e  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s : . . . "  i n  t he  r e a l m  of  s e x u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  
and i n t e r e s t s  w h e r e  c r e a t i v e  m a l e s  g i v e  m o r e  e x p r e s s i o n  to the  f e m 
i n i n e  s i d e  of  t h e ir n a ture  t h a n  do l e s s  c r e a t i v e  m a l e s .  On a n u mb e r  
of  t e s t s  of  m a s c u l i n i t y - f e m i n i n i t y , c r e a t i v e  m e n  s c o r e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  
on f e m i n i n i t y ,  and t h i s  d e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  t h a t  as a g r o u p ,  t h e y  do not  
p r e s e n t  an e f f e m i n a t e  a p p e a r a n c e  or g i v e  e v i d e n c e  of  i n c r e a s e d  h o m o 
s e x u a l  i n t e r e s t s  or e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e i r  e l e v a t e d  s c o r e s  on f e m i n i n i t y  
i n d i c a t e  r a t h e r  an o p e n n e s s  to  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  and e m o t i o n s ,  a s e n s i t i v e  
i n t e l l e c t ,  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ,  and w i d e - r a n g i n g  i n t e r e s t s  
i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  w h i c h  in t h e  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  are  t h o u g h t  of  as mo r e  
f e m i n i n e .  . . . "

A r e c e n t  s e m i n a r  at t h e  U n i v .  of  C a l i f .  M e d .  S c h o o l  e n t i t l e d  
" Th e  P o t e n t i a l  o f  W o m a n " ,  Barbara  Gu n d e r s o n ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t  of  S t a n 
ford U n i v .  s a i d ,  "Why s h o u l d n ’ t s o m e  m e n  be  g e n t l e  and s o m e  w o m e n  
d a r i n g ?  Why c a n ' t  a w o m a n  be  a g r e a t  o b j e c t i v e  t h i n k e r  and a ma n  
" m a t e r n a l "  i n  t he  b e s t  s e n s e ? "  A l l e n  Wat t s ,  the  a u t h o r ,  g a v e  a paper  
c a l l e d ,  " The  Wo ma n  in Ma n " .  He s a i d ,  "A m a n ’s f e ar  of  b e i n g  s i s sy  
i s  a l w a y s  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  to h i s  l a c k  of  f a i t h  i n  h i s  own m a s c u l i n i t y .  
M a l e s  in our A n g l o - S a x o n  c u l t u r e  t e n d  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  wi t h  
a b s u r d l y  m a s c u l i n e  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  thus  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  a r e a s  of  
c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  w o m e n .

So y o u  s e e ,  t he  wo r l d  s p i ns  and t he  c l o c k  t i c k s ,  and l i t t l e  by  
l i t t l e  o t h e r s  c o m e  t o  t he  s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  by r e a s o n  and s t udy  t ha t  
FPs c o m e  to by i n c l i n a t i o n ,  f e e l i n g ,  and a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  The  
o n l y  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t ha t  we u t i l i z e  c l o t h i n g  t o  r e l e a s e  t h i s  o t her  
s e l f .  One day  t h e r e  w i l l  be a m e e t i n g  gr ound . . s o c i e  ty w o n ’t c a r e  i f  
FPs dres s ,  but  FPs p r o b a b l y  w o n ’ t n e e d  to do i t  by t h e n .
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MAYNARD ON "DOBIE GILLIS"

DICK VAN DYK ON BEKNY SHOW

GARY MOORE ( r i g h t )

WESTPOINT CADETS ON 
"TO TELL THE TRUTH"

C r o s s - d r e s s i n g  shows up q u i t e  
f r e q u e n t l y  on t e l e v i s i o n .  Here 
a r e  s a m p l i n g s  t a k e n  by P o l o r o i d  
f rom my TV s e t .  J u s t  g o e s  t o  i n 
d i c a t e  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  more t o l e r a n c e  
i s  i n  t h e  a i r  (a nd  on t h e  a i r )
B e r t  L a h r  i s  even  p l a y i n g  a  f e 
male  l e a d  on B roadw ay .  Two r e 
c e n t  c o u r t  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  TV 
were  t r i e d  on o t h e r  c h a r g e e  
and TV was n o t  p r o s e c u t e d .
P r o g r e s s  i s  al^ow b u t  s u r e .
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EDITORIAL EMANATIONS

I.  MA T E R I A L : Back  i n  T V i a  # 1 6  on p a g e  53 I g a v e  a l i s t  of  t h i n g s
t h a t  t h o s e  a b l e  and i n t e r e s t e d  c o u l d  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h a t  wo u l d  add to 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  and u s e f u l n e s s  of  T V i a .  I c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  to k e e p  the  
m a g a z i n e  i n t e r e s t i n g  u n l e s s  I g e t  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l .  I c a n n o t  
w r i t e  i t  a l l  p e r s o n a l l y  and e d i t  i t  t o o .  You m a y  s ay ,  " w h a t ’s in i t  
for me  to w r i t e  an a r t i c l e ? "  I r e p l y ,  " W h a t ’s in i t  for y o u  whe n  y o u  
r e ad  s o m e o n e  e l s e ’s l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t s ?  T h e y  w i l l  e n j o y  yours  as you  
e n j o y  t h e i r s ,  so l o o k  b a c k ,  p i c k  a s u b j e c t  and t ry .  D o n ’t worry a b o u t  
h a n d w r i t i n g ,  g r a m m a r ,  and s u c h ,  t h a t  i s  wh a t  an Edi t or  is f or .  I ' l l  
f i x  i t  up p r e s e n t a b l y  as far as f orm g o e s  i f  y o u ’l l  f i x  up a s t ory  pr e s -  
e n t a b l y  as far as c o n t e n t  g o e s .  How a b o u t  i t ?

I I .  CODE CORRECTI ON: Ma n y  of  y o u  w e r e  g l a d  to h a v e  the  c o d e  s y s 
t e m  p r e s e n t e d  and e x p l a i n e d  l a s t  i s s u e .  One q u e s t i o n  did c o m e  up,  
and t h a t  was  t h a t  # 5 2  was  a s s i g n e d  to  P u e r t o  Ri c o  and s o m e  who did  
not  l i v e  t h e r e  had 52 i n  t h e i r  c o d e .  Th i s  was  b e c a u s e  we used 52 as
a k i nd  of  c a t c h a l l  i n  t h a t  we h a v e  r e a d e r s  i n  t he  s e r v i c e s  wi t h  Army  
or N a v y  P . O . s  or who  g e t  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom one  p l a c e  to a n o t h e r .  So 
we us ed # 5 2  for t h e s e  " r o l l i n g  s t o n e s "  or p e r s o n s  wi t h  v a r i a b l e  a d d 
r e s s e s .  A c t u a l l y  we o n l y  h a v e  Iri s  ( 5 2 - L - l  FPE) who  r e a l l y  l i v e s  in  
P u e r t o  R i c o .

I I I .  REDUCED SIZE I SSUES # 1 and 2 ; We r e c e n t l y  g o t  an order  for  
25 e a c h  of  #s  1 and 2 f rom a n e w s s t a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r .  We o n l y  had 30 
of  e a c h  on h a n d .  We o n l y  s e n t  the  d i s t r i b u t o r  15 l e a v i n g  15 for u s .
So t h o s e  of  y o u  wh o  h a v e  a y e n  for a c o m p l e t e  f i l e  had b e t t e r  grab  
’em q u i c k .  T h e y  w i l l  n o t  be  r e p r i n t e d !

I V.  C ORRECT I O N : P i c s  on P a g e  65 o f  T V i a  # 1 6  are not  of  E v e l y n
5 - H - 8 ,  but  of  E i l e e n  Forbes  3 2 - B - 8 .  A p o l o g i e s  to bo t h  for the  s l i p .

V.  M A N U S C R I P T S A N D S U B M I T TED MATERIAL:  S o m e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
h a v e  c o m m e n t e d  r a t h e r  b l u n t l y  a b o u t  t he  d e l a y  in u s i n g  t h e i r  m a t e r 
i a l ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  c o m p l a i n e d  b e c a u s e  i t  was  not  u s e d .  It s e e m s  t h a t  
a word a b o u t  t he  m e c h a n i c s  of  p u t t i n g  T V i a  t o g e t h e r  m i g h t  be i n . o r 
d e r .  T h i s  m a g .  c a n n o t  be  w r i t t e n  l i k e  t he  S a t .  Ev e .  Pos t  or L i f e .
(a)  M a t e r i a l  is r e c e i v e d  and l o o k e d  o v e r ,  i f  i t  l o o k s  u s e a b l e  i t  i s  put  
i n  a f i l e ,  m a r k e d  "to  be e d i t e d " ,  (b)  As and wh e n  I g e t  t i m e  I e d i t
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a p i e c e  of  m a t e r i a l  and send i t  t o  t he  t y p i s t ,  ( c )  She  t y p e s  i t  t o  t he  
c o r r e c t  p a g e  s i z e  on our s t a n d a r d  IBM t y p e w r i t e r  and r e t ur ns  i t  to  m e .  
(d) I t h e n  put  i t  i n  f i l e s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  t y p e  of  m a t e r i a l s ,  s uc h  as 
s t o r i e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  e t c .  ( e )  F i n a l l y  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t i m e  to  
m a k e  up an i s s u e  I go  t h r o u g h  and try to  p i c k  out  an a s s o r m e n t  o f  
t y p e s  of  m a t e r i a l  t o  p r o v i d e  a b a l a n c e d  i s s u e .  T h i s  has  to  be c o r r e l 
a t e d  a l s o  as to l e n g t h ,  i n t e r e s t ,  e t c .  ( f )  P i c t u r e s  are  t h e n  s e n t  to  
t he  p r i n t e r ,  s p e c i a l  s c r e e n  p r i n t s  s e n t  b a c k  w h i c h  I arrange  and p a s t e  
up.  (g)  A l l  p a g e s  are t h e n  n u m b e r e d ,  t he  t a b l e  of  c o n t e n t s  w r i t t e n  
up and t he  w h o l e  b i t  s e n t  to  the  p r i n t e r .  Of  c o u r s e ,  s o m e w h e r e  in  
t he  m e a n t i m e  I m u s t  m y s e l f  a s s e m b l e  Ed.  E m a n a t i o n s ,  V i r g i n  V i e w s ,  
the  ads ,  and f i l l e r  m a t e r i a l  used at  t he  end  of  s t o r i e s .  Thus  w i t h  a l l  
th i s  i t  m a y  be  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  l a y  i n  t h e  "to  be E d i t e d "  f i l e  for  
s o m e  t i m e  or i n  the  t y p e d  but  as y e t  u n u s e d  f i l e s  s t i l l  l o n g e r .  So 
p l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  my  p r o b l e m s  and d o n ' t  be  a n n o y e d .

VI .  D I S C ON T I N U A N C E  OF THE C LIPSHEET: In my  y o u n g e r  da y s  I
used to  c o l l e c t  c l i p p i n g s  o f  a n y t h i n g  h a v i n g  to do w i t h  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  
w h e t h e r  i t  was  c r i m i n a l ,  h o m o s e x u a l  (as  at  drag  b a l l s ) ,  t r a n s s e x u a l  
( a s  wi t h  C h r i s t i n e )  or on rare  o c c a s i o n s  t r a n s v e s t i c .  I di d t h i s  b e 
c a u s e  i t  e n a b l e d  me  to  l i v e  out  s o m e  of  my  d e s i r e s  v i c a r i o u s l y .  When  
I s t a r t e d  T V i a ,  and k n o w i n g  t h a t  m a n y  o t h e r s  had d o n e  as I had  and  
c o l l e c t e d  c l i p p i n g s  I d e c i d e d  to  s t a r t  a c l i p p i n g  s e r v i c e  i n  w h i c h  we  
c o u l d  a l l  s e e  t he  c l i p p i n g s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  s e n t  i n  and c o p i e d .  Thus  
b e g a n  t he  C l i p s h e e t .  H o w e v e r ,  I h a d n ’ t r e c k o n e d  on t he  p a c i f y i n g  
and s o o t h i n g  e f f e c t s  of  T R A N S V E S T I A .  I am v e r y  c o m p l i m e n t e d  t h a t  
i t  has  had such e f f e c t s ,  but  t h e y  h a v e  s p e l l e d  t he  d e a t h  k n e l l  of  the  
C l i p s h e e t .  What  I m e a n  i s  t h a t  as r e a d e r s  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  no t  a l o n e ,  g o t  out  of  t h e  l o c k e d  r o o m ,  b e g a n  to  u n d e r s t a n d  and  
a c c e p t  t h e m s e l v e s  and g e n e r a l l y  g o t  t he  p r e s s u r e s  unde r  c o n t r o l  the  
n e e d  for v i c a r i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  l e s s e n e d .  Thus  the  n e e d  for the  C l i p -  
s h e e t  l e s s e n e d  t o o .  Less  m a t e r i a l  was  s e n t  i n  and f e w e r  s u b s c r i b e d  to  
i t .  Thus  i t ’ s r e d u c e d  i m p o r t a n c e  was  a t e s t i m o n i a l  to t he  i n c r e a s e d  
i m p o r t a n c e  of  TRANS VE S T I A i t s e l f .  I ’m g l a d  t h a t  i t  i s  s o .  So we  
w i l l  d i s c o n t i n u e  t he  C l i p s h e e t .  I am n o t  y e t  sure  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w i l l  
be one  mo r e  i s s u e  or n o t ,  d e p e n d s  on s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  no t  c l e a r  at  t h i s  
w r i t i n g .  For one  t h i n g ,  i t  d e p e n d s  on t he  r a t e  at  w h i c h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
s t o r i e s  are r e c e i v e d  ( S e e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ) .  T h o s e  wh o  h a v e  p a i d  for any  
C l i p s h e e t s  in a d v a n c e  w i l l  be  c r e d i t e d  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  t o wa r d  the  ne w  
s t o r i e s .  S i n c e  t h e y  w i l l  be $ 1 . 5 0  e a c h  t h e r e  w i l l  be a c r e d i t  a d j u s t 
m e n t  one  way  or t he  o t h e r  to  c o m e  out  e v e n  a c c o r d i n g  to t he  f o l l o w 
i n g :
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I f  t h e r e  are  6 C l i p s  d u e , y o u , y o u  w i l l g e t 4 c o m p l e t e  s t o r i e s .
" " ” 5 . ff n ft it ii 3 s t o r i e s  & 500  c r e d i t
H ii H ^ 1» I! II it it n 2 " $ 1 . 0 0

,* 3 II ii 2 " e v e n  __
i. »• .. 2 ft It II ti n ii 1 & 5 0 0
n ii ii ^ tt It It it 0 ” $ 1 . 0 0

P l e a s e  n o t e  ho w y o u  s t a nd  and i n f o r m  us w h a t  to do w i t h  any c r e d i t  
c o m i n g  to  y o u .

T h e  a n n u a l  d e a l  for 6 s hor t  s t o r i e s  b e c o m e s  6 for $ 8  s a v i n g  $1 and 
t h e  c o m p l e t e  p a c k a g e  d e a l  b e c o m e s  $ 3 8  i n s t e a d  of  $ 3 5 .

V I I I .  MATERIAL FOR STORIES:  For t he  s t o r i e s  to  r e p l a c e  the  C l i p -
s h e e t  we w i l l  pa y  as a n n o u n c e d  i n \ T V i a # 1 9 .  $ 1 . 0 0  per  p a g e .  Each
s t ory  w i l l  be  up to 13 p a g e s  l o n g  or an i s s u e  m a y  c o n t a i n  t w o  s t o r i e s  
s uch  as 7 and 6 p a g e s .  T h e  w h o l e  l a y o u t  w i l l  be 16 p a g e s  i n c l u d i n g  
f r o n t  and b a c k  c o v e r  and i n s i d e  f ront  c o v e r  for c o p y r i g h t  n o t i c e .  
P l e a s e  t y p e  a l l  m a t e r i a l  s i n g l e  s p a c e  and w i t h i n  an a r e a  4 1 / 4  X 7 i n .  
T h i s  i s  t he  a c t u a l  p r i n t  a r e a  of  t he  new f o r m a t  and p r e t y p i n g  w i l l  
h e l p  us g r e a t l y .  If  y o u  do no t  t y p e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o n ’t be  a f r a i d  to s u b 
m i t .  S i m p l y  c o u n t  4 5 0  words  to  a p a g e  and y o u  w i l l  be c l o s e  e n o u g h .  
If  y o ur  s t or y  w i l l  no t  m a k e  13 p a g e s  p l e a s e  t r i m i t  to  not  mo r e  t han
8 i n  order  to l e a v e  r o o m for a 5 p a g e  s t o r y .  One r u n n i n g  ove r  8 and 
l e s s  t h a n  13 b e c o m e s  a w k w a r d  b e c a u s e  of  t he  d i f f i c u l t y  of  f i n d i n g  
v e r y  s hor t  i t e m s  to f i l l  out  t he  13 p a g e s .  Many  of  y o u  h a v e  w i s h e d  
T V i a  w e r e  m o n t h l y . . . w e l l ,  t h i s  is t he  n e x t  b e s t  t h i n g ,  but  I mus t  
h a v e  s t o r i e s  i f  I ' m to p u b l i s h  t h e m ,  so p l e a s e  s u b m i t  s o m e .

IX.  NEW F O R M A T : S o m e  t i m e  b a c k  I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was  g o i n g  to 
be  n e c e s s a r y  to c h a n g e  t he  s i z e  of  T V i a .  T h i s  i s  due  p r i m a r i l y  to 
t he  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o s t a l  r a t e s .  In t he  l a s t  t h r e e  i s s u e s  ( 1 8 , 1 9 , 2 0 )  I 
h a v e  us ed  up t he  p r e t y p e d  m a t e r i a l  on h a n d .  N e x t  i s s u e  w i l l  be of  
t h e  ne w si z e - - appr o x i m  a t e  ly t h a t  of  " M a l e  A c t r e s s ” , w h i c h ,  t hank  
God is  f i n a l l y  out  of  my  h a i r  and i n t o  y o u r s .  S i n c e  t he  p a g e s  are  
s m a l l e r  t he  n u m b e r  of  p a g e s  w i l l  be i n c r e a s e d  to 92 or 96 d e p e n d i n g  
on w e i g h t  as we  mu s t  s t a y  i n s i d e  of  t he  5 o z .  l i m i t  or 2 5 0  per  m a i l 
i n g .  S i n c e  p r i n t i n g  a r e a  is  4 1 / 4  X 7 i t  w i l l  h e l p  to h a v e  p i c t u r e s  
and c a r t o o n s  s e t  up to p r i n t  2 to a p a g e  at  4 1 / 4  X 3 1 / 2  w h i c h  m e a n s  
a h o r i z o n t a l  r e c t a n g l e  i n s t e a d  of  a v e r t i c a l  o n e .

X .  ORDER B L A N K S ; O n c e  a g a i n  I a p p e a l  to y o u  to use  order  b l a n k s  
t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  m a g .  or are  s e n t  to y o u  as part  of  t he  p r i c e  l i s t .
It  m a k e s  our work m u c h  e a s i e r  and surer  and t h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  to y o u ,  
as w e l l  as us .  A l s o  c h e c k s  and M . O . ' s  are  surer  t han  c a s h . .  Ye Ed.



B O O K S --S E V E R A L  TO READ AND ONE TO S E L L -  -

B e c a u s e  I s o m e t i m e s  f i nd t h i n g s  to read  t h a t  I f e e l  are w o r t h 
w h i l e  I'd l i k e  to pass  t h e m  a l o n g  t o  y o u .  Not  a l l  of  t h e m  h a v e  a 
d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to our f i e l d ,  but  a l l  w i l l  be  wor t h  r e a d i n g .

1 .  EARTH ABIDES by G e o r g e  R. S t e w a r t  A c e  St ar  p o c k e t  b o o k s  500  
A w o n d e r f u l  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  b o o k  by an a u t h o r  I f ound  w o n d e r f u l  
y e a r s  a g o  for hi s  b o o k  c a l l e d  STORM.  A s t o r y  of  a s m a l l  band of  
h u m a n s  l e f t  a f t e r  a n a t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r  and how t h e y  f a c e d  t he  p r o b 
l e m s  of  c a r r y i n g  on.  R e a l l y  m a k e s  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  m a n y  t h i n g s  
u s u a l l y  t a k e n  for g r a n t e d .

2 .  THE IMPORTANCE OF WEARING CLOTHES by L a w r e n c e  La ng no r ,  
pub .  by H a s t i n g s  H o u s e .  A r e g u l a r  f u l l  s i z e  b o o k  c o v e r i n g  t he  
h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  c l o t h i n g  of  a l l  k i n d s  s i n c e  e a r l y  
t i m e s .  D o e s n ' t  e v e n  m i s s  T.  C.  J o n e s ,  J u l i a n  E l t i n g s  & d ' E o n .  
P r o f u s e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  t o o ,  y o u ' l l  f i nd  i t  a s t o r e  h o u s e  o f  i n t e r e s t 
i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and new t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  c l o t h i n g .

3.  VENUS PLUS X by T h e o d o r e  S t u r g e o n  P y r a m i d  Books ,  a p o c k e t b o o k .  
Thi s  t o o  is a s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  e f f o r t ,  but  is a l s o  a r a t h e r  r e m a r k 
a b l e  s t udy  of  the  m a t t e r  of  sex  and g e n d e r  wi t h  s o m e  v e r y  w o r t h 
w h i l e  b i t s  of  p h i l o s o p h y  t h r o wn  in h e r e  and t h e r e .  One ph r a s e  I 
l i k e  v e r y  m u c h  i s ,  " Mo s t  of  the  w o r l d ' s  t r o u b l e s  b e g a n  w h e n  we  
s t a r t e d  to e m p h a s i z e  t he  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t he  s e x e s  r a t he r  t han  
t he  s i m i l a r i t i e s . "  I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i nd t h i s  w o r t h y .

4 .  THE NYMPH AND THE SATYR by Arthur  F a r m e r .  A l l  Star  Books  
5 0 0 .  More  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  a b o u t  a guy  who  g e t s  h e x e d  i n t o  a 
g i r l ’s body  and out  a g a i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  S t r i c t l y  f i c t i o n .

And one to b u y------- THE CIRCLE OF ‘SEX by Ga v i n  Ar t h u r .  A s m a l l  but
v e r y  t h o u g h t  p r o v o k i n g  b o o k  w h i c h  I r e c o m m e n t  to  y o u  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
s t r o n g l y  t ha t  I h a v e  b o u g h t  a s u p p l y  f r o m t he  p u b l i s h e r  to d i s t r i b u t e  
to T V i a  s u b s c r i b e r s .  A s m a l l  p a p e r  c o v e r e d  b o o k  t h a t  c o v e r s  a wor l d  
of  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t he  s u b j e c t  of  s e x .  No t  a b o u t  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r ,  but  
a b o u t  t he  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of  s e x u a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  b o t h  m a l e  and f e m a l e .  
12 t y p e s ,  6 m a l e ,  6 f e m a l e ,  w h e r e  do y o u  f a l l ?  PRICE $ 2 . 7 5  p o s t a g e  
i n c l u d e d .  Order d i r e c t l y  f rom CHEVALIER P U B L I C A T I O N S .  PLEASE 
D ON ' T  SEND COINS BY MAIL use  c h e c k  or M . O .

7 9 .



3 0 - J - l  FPE N.  J.  TV w i s h e s  c o r r e s .  o t h e r  T V ' s  a n y w h e r e .  P r o m i s e  
a n s .  Li ke  m e e t  and t r a d e  p i c s .  T V ' s  i n  N.  Y.  a r e a .

JODY

1 3 - S - 6  S i n g l e .  Woul d  l i k e  to c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  and p o s s i b l y  m e e t  
o t h e r  TVs  i n  t he  C h i c a g o  a r e a .  RACHAEL

5 5 - Y - l  S i n g l e  FP w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  o t h e r  TV and wi t h
s i n g l e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o m e n  i n  S o u t h e r n  O n t a r i o  CYNT HI A
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BIZARRE FASHIONS fo r  Lad ies 6 Gentlemen

For High H eels, Sheer N ylons, C o rse ts , Waist 
W h itt le rs , Lace B ra s , p a n t ie s , g lo v e s , net 
garm ents,¿rubber p a n t ie s , bras,sw im  wear and 
d r e s s e s , buy our:

BIZARRE FASHION C ata lo g ............................$ 1 .0 0

Renee Fashion Co. Box 2804 Dept. 201 
Hollywood 28, C a l i f .
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c:

" A l w a y s  do r i g h t ;  t h i s  w i l l  g r a t i f y  s o m e  p e o p l e  and a s t o n i s h  t he  r e s t .

" W h e n e v e r  y o u  f i n d  t h a t  y o u  are  on t he  s i d e  of  t he  m a j o r i t y  i t  is  
t i m e  t o  r e f o r m . "

-----Mark T w a i n
8 0  .



*** I T E M S  A N D  P R I C E S  ***

T R A N S V E S T I A  is  p u b l i s h e d  a b o u t  th e  1s t  o f  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  
a t  $4 p e r  c o p y .  A L L  b a c k  i s s u e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  N o s .  1 a n d  2 a r e  in 
1 / 4  p a g e  p h o t o r e d u c t i o n  a t  r e d u c e d  p r i c e s .  A l l  o t h e r s  $4 e a c h .

T V  " C L I P S H E E T "  i s  p u b l i s h e d  th e  1s t  of  e a c h  o d d - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h  
a n d  c o n s i s t s  of  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  of  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z i n e  c l i p p i n g s  
b o th  o ld  a n d  n ew  s e n t  in  by  r e a d e r s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  is  to  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l  
f o r  s c r a p  b o o k s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  be  a v a i l a b l e .  P r i c e  $1 an 
i s s u e  o r  $5 p e r  y e a r  of  6 i s s u e s .

T h e  F E M M E M I R R O R  is p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  on the  15th a n d  c o n s i s t s  
p r i n c i p a l l y  of e x c e r p t s  f r o m  l e t t e r s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  of q u e s 
t i o n s  of i n t e r e s t ,  n e w s  n o t e s  e t c .  I t  i s  a n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  F e m m e P e r s o n  ~ 
a t o r s .  P r i c e  $1 an  i s s u e  o r  $10 p e r  y e a r  of  12 i s s u e s .

N O T E : :  A s  an i n d u c e m e n t  to s a v e  a lot  of r e c o r d  k e e p i n g ,  t h o s e  
w h o  w i s h  a ful l  y e a r  of  e a c h  of th e  3 p u b l i c a t i o n s  a b o v e  a n d  w i l l  p a y  
f o r  t h e m  a l l  a t  o n c e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  on e  i s s u e  of  T V i a  f r e e .  P r i c e  of 6 
T V i a s ,  6 C l i p s h e e t s  a n d  12 F e m m e m i r r o r s  - - $35.  S a v e  $7 o v e r  r e g u l a r  
p r i c e .  T h i s  o f f e r  a p p l i e s  o n ly  f o r  1 y e a r  IN A D V A N C E .  B a c k  i s s u e s  
o f T V i a  a v a i l a b l e  a n y  6 f o r  th e  p r i c e  of  5 w h e n  o r d e r e d  a t  o n e  t i m e  (6 
m u s t  not  i n c l u d e  # s  1, 2 o r  c u r r e n t  i s s u e )  $20.  00

D RES S C A T A L O G :  A c a t a l o g  of a l l  t y p e s  of d r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  
l oun g in g  w e a r  and  l i n g e r i e  a l l  c u s t o m  m a d e  to y o u r  own  m e a s u r e m e n t s .  
F u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on p r i c e s ,  m e a s u r e m e n t s ,  e t c .  $ 1 . 0 0

S E P E R A T E  BOO K L E N G T H  S T O R I E S :
1) " F A T E D  F O R  F E M I N I N I T Y " - -A h i g h  s c h o o l  b o y  w a n t s  to  b e  c h e e r  

l e a d e r  b u t  e n d s  up  a s  B e a u t y  Q u e e n  a n d  a s  b r i d e  of  a w o m a n .
2) "I AM A M A L E  A C T R E S S " - - A  r e p o r t e r  t a k e s  a  d a r e  to  i m p e r s o n 

a t e  a s t a r l e t ,  m a k e s  a h i t ,  g e t s  a c o n t r a c t  a n d  b e c o m e s  an  a c t r e s s .  
M a r r i e s  a f a m o u s  f e m a l e  s t a r ,  t h e y  l ive  a s  s i s t e r s .

O R D E R  F O R M  * * C U T  O U T  AND M A I L

N A M E C O D E  NO.
T R A N S V E S T I A  # s 1 and  2 ( P h o t o r e d u c t i o n s  1 / 4  s i z e )  
T R A N S V E S T I A  B a c k  I s s u e s  ( e x c e p t  1, 2, an d  c u r r e n t  

i s s u e s )  6 f o r
T V  C L I P  S H E E T S  i s s u e s  N o . ___________  $1 e a .  $ 5 /  y r
F E M M E M I R R O R  i s s u e s  N o . _____________ $1 e a .  $ 1 0 / y r
P A C K A G E  D E A L :  1 y e a r  of a l l  3 in a d v a n c e
BOO K L E N G T H  S T O R I E S  1) " F a t e d  F o r  F e m i n i n i t y "

2) "I A m  A M a l e  A c t r e s s "  
C U S T O M  M A D E  DRESS C A T A L O G  
R e a l i s t i c  F a l s i e s :  S p e c i a l  b r a  w i t h  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s  

S p e c i a l  j e l l y  f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s  
P l a s t i c  " H e a d "  Wig  b lo c k  and  C l a m p  to h o ld  b l o c k  e a .

$2.  50 e a $

20.  00 $
. (6) $

: (12) $
35.  00 $

5. 00 $
5 . 0 0 $
1 . 0 0 $

5. 00 $
5. 00 $

. 5. 00 $
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA i s  made up p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  by i t s  
r e a d e r s .  Case h i s t o r i e s ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  
a r t i c l e s  o f  o p i n i o n ,  poems and p i c t u r e s  a r e  w e lc o m e .  The g r e a t e r  
v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  
M a t e r i a l  i s  s o l i c i t e d  on t h i s  b a s i s :

1 .  M a t e r i a l  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

2 .  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e q u e s t e d  
and a  s t am p ed  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .

3 .  The E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be t h e  s o l e  j u d g e  o f  
w h a t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and  t o  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e l e t e  
o r  r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  when i t  i s  deemed i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  Off  c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  
and t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u b m i t t e d .

******

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES:
F o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f rom  
t h e  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  o r  f o o l i s h  a c t s  o f  a  few i t  h a s  b e 
come n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  t h e  a d s  and  a n s w e r s  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  
m a g a z i n e  t o  t h o s e  who h ave  b e e n  s c r e e n e d .  I f  y ou  w i s h  t o  u s e  
t h i s  s e r v i c e  a s k  f o r  a  f r e e  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  F i l l  
o u t  and r e t u r n  w i t h  $5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e .  When a c c e p t e d  t h i s  
money may be a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t  a d s  ( $ 2 )  o r  a n s w e r s  ($ 1 )  a t  r e 
g u l a r  r a t e s .  I f  n o t  a c c e p t e d  i t  w i l l  be r e t u r n e d .

Members o f  PHI PI  EPSILON a r e  f r e e  t o  a d v e r t i s e  and t o  r e p l y  
t o  a d s  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and  a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .

RATES: $2 p e r  ad p e r  i s s u e  f o r  up t o  5 l i n e s .  R e p l i e s  $1 .

No r e p l i e s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  f o r  r e m a i l i n g  s h o u l d  be 
s e n t  t o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  t o  TRANSVESTIA i t s e l f .  Add
r e s s  a l l  s uch  m a i l  t o  "CONTACT" 4924 W. P i c o  Los  A n g e l e s  1 9 .

G O O D S  AND SERVICES ADS also accepted, r a t e s  upon request.




