


Friday, December 1, 1939. |

A Duty to the FoWs. [(^amprnn Attacks Minister ol
Labor Pearson
USE OF LETTER _
HIT BY MEMBER! ™ THEATRE 
■■i BILL IS LOST

AMONG the acts rushéd through the 
Provinical Legislature in its closing 

hours was one providing for better pro
tection for British Columbia’s forests and 
parks. British Columbia’s forests and 
parks are unquestionably in need of 
further protection. They are in need of 
constant guarding, of more intelligent 
methods of development and of forward- 
looking conservation. But the passing of 
acts of the Legislature will not provide 
the protection unless, with the acts, goes 
the appropriation of sufficient money.

That is what is lacking, just now. We 
have an excellent forest service in British 
Columbia. But it Is starved. The govern
ment of the province takes from the 
forests of the province in the way of 
royalties, stumpage, rentals and license 
fees about $3,000,000 a year, and it re
turns to the forests in the way of pro
tection, administration and reforestation 
only a pittance. It admitted in its sub
mission to the Rowell Commission that 
the revenue it draws from the forests is 
not true revenue but is derived from the 
sale of capital resources. Yet it fails to 
take adequate measures to conserve these 
resources.

For years the late P. Z. Caverhill, 
when he was chief forester, called the 

l government’s attention to the inadequacy 
r of the Forest Protection Fund. Since his 
[ death, his successor, Mr. E. C. Manning, 
has been continually preaching conserva- 

ftlon. When he was economic advisor to 
' the government, Dr. W. A. Carrothers 
' called attention to the need. So the govem- 
! ment is fully informed.

The government knows what the situa
tion is and how dangerous it is. But it 

[does not move to meet,it. Last year, its 
S legislation increased its own contribution 
j to the Forest Protection Fund by less than 
5 per cent, but the industry’s contribu- 

ttion 50 per cent. This year, provision 
[is made for charging the cost of fighting 
[forest fires to the individuals responsible 
[for the fires.

That may have the effect of making 
I individuals more careful—and they should 
! be made more careful. But it will not 
save the forests unless the forest service 
is given the means at checking up and is 
provided with adequate personnel and 
proper equipment. That means more 
money for the forests—a reasonable share 
lof forest capital plowed bacWnto forest 
resources. /r
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Charges of Irresponsibility and 
possible illegal action are levelled 
against Hon. George S. Pearson, 
provincial minister ol labor, in 
a letter received by The Daily 
Province from Colin Cameron, 
C.C.F. member I or Comox-Atlin 
district.

The C.C.F. member writes as 
follows:

"On Wednesday, November 29, 
I begged leave to adjourn the 
sitting of the Legislature to con
sider a matter of urgent public 
importance. Mr. Speaker Whit
taker ruled that the statement 
I read to the House did not dis
close a matter of definite public 
importance and, on division, the 
Legislature sustained his ruling.

"It may be that I failed to 
make the case clear. At all 
events I consider It a matter of 
such grave importance that it 
is my duty to place It before the 
general public. The facts are as 
follows:

“On Tuesday, November 28, the 
minister of labor read extracts 
from a letter written by an of- 
flclal of a miners’ union to the 
international office of that union. 
This letter is, in Itself, of little or 
no importance. It incriminates 
no one and proves nothing, except 
perhaps the opposite to that 
which the minister of labor at
tempted to prove.

“TTie letter, however, becomes 
extremely important when we 
realize that It was seized by order 
of the court with other documents 
belonging to this union, as poss
ible exhibits in certain trials.

“This letter was in the custody 
of the court. Because It did not 
sustain the argument of the coun
sel of the department of labor, 
he did not have it produced as 
evidence. But it was not re
leased from the custody of the 
court, and according to the latest 
word I have received, has not yet 
been returned to its owner.

“As It was not produced in evi
dence it was not made public In 
the court records or in press re
ports. And yet the minister of 
labor disclosed the fact that this 
letter, or a copy of it, was in his 
possession. It can only have come 
into his possession by Illegal 
methods.

"When asked on the floor of 
the Legislature, the honorable 
minister declared he did not know 
the source from which the letter 
came, but that it was from a re
sponsible person.

“The contradictory nature of 
this statement leaves the honor
able minister in a very dubious 
and equivocal position.

"Either he has resorted to the 
methods of the Gestapo and hos 
instructed or permitted one of his 
agents to feloniously abstract a 
document from the custody of 
the court, or he has Irresponsibly 
accepted from some Irresponsible 
and dishonest person a document 
that can only be described as 

ilen property.

(Special to The Daily Province.)
VICTORIA, Dec. 1. — The 

I amendment to the Fire Marshal 
I Act, which received its third 
I reading last Monday, and which 
I calls for employment of two pro- 
I jectionists In every theatre with 
1450 seats and over, will result in 
I closing down of a number of 
I theatres in Vancouver and Vlc- 
Itoria and perhaps elsewhere, ao- 
! cording to Miss A. D. Scriven,
I secretary of the Independent 
1 Theatres Association.

Miss Scriven visited hère to in- 
I terview members of the govern- 
Iment in the hope that some bill 
I could be obtained to alleviate the 
I financial strain upon smaller 
I theatres with an average seating 
| capacity of around 760.

These theatres, or the majority 
I at least, according to Miss 
] Scriven, are being forced out of 
I business because of high over- 
I head. Average wages of a pro- 
! jectionist run from $75 to $100 
| a week.

Louis LeBourdais, Cariboo, who 
I fought a lone battle for the small 
I theatre owners last week, en- 
I deavored to bring in a bill at the 
I last moment which in his opinion 
I would have solved the situation 
I somewhat for the smaller 
| theatres.

The bill sought to alter the 
I amendment and make It possible 
I for the smaller theatres to place 
1 removable partitions In their 
I theatres which would give them 
1450 seats four days of the week, 
land their usual seating capacity 
| on Fridays and Saturdays.

TJiis would obviate the removal 
| of seats to conform with the act, 
I be the means of employing an 
I extra projectionist who would 
I otherwise be thrown out of work 
I six days a week if the seats wére 
Iremoved, and bring added revenue 
I to the government In the form of 
|an amusement tax.

The Le Sourdais bill, however, 
Idled aborning.

I Urge Canadian Rate 
I On Imperial Pension

VICTORIA, Dec. 1—British Co-1 
llumbia Legislature will recom-1 
I mend to the Federal Government I 
(that Canadians who serve in this I 

war with Imperial units will re-1 
celve the same pensions and! 
treatment as those wso join Ca-1 
nadian overseas forces.

I A Resolution toJto_eflfcSKWV-B 
I posed by Captain Macgregor Mao f 
I intosh (Conservative, The Is-1 
1 landsj and seconded by E. V.l 
B Finland (Conservative, Esqul-1 
1 malt) was passed unanimou
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lational Anthem Closes Session!
{FROM THE PRESS GALLERY

Members Sing While Awaiting 
I Arrival of Viceroy In the House j

By TOUCHY ANDERSON
(Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—The third session of the nineteenth Legis
lature of British Columbia ended shortly after 3 o’clock on Thursday I 
afternoon.

Usually the sèssion is ended by a shower of bills and order Ilf 
papers when His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor leaves the chamber.J||L 
The same thing happened on Thursday afternoon—but with an"■ 
added feature.

Members, at the suggestion of Capt. Macgregor Macintosh, stood 
firm and sang, lustily and with a good deal of feeling, "God Save 
The King."

. Perhaps in view of some of the discussion at this session mem
bers could not have ended on a more unified note. I am not setting 
down here a record of who sang and who remained silent But I do ^ 
set down this fact: there was a hearty chorus of unanimity and I: 
think that chorus represents the feeling of the people of British 
Columbia.

Singing the National Anthem may mean nothing in itself but 
there was a ring in that worn old hymn on Thursday afternoon that 
was more of an answer to Herr Hitler than a million words of hair
splitting arguments about the défense of Democracy.

♦ ♦ ♦
This final chapter of another session of the B. C. Legislature 

is not going to be a recital of the acts they passed, the nasty things | 
they said about each other (they didn’t mean them anyway) or the 
resolutions they passed.

I would rather take you to the final scene on Thursday after
noon in that” chamber which must be a headache to any interior 
decorator. In its utterly ghastly interior, with its barber-shop marble 
and highly developed plaster casts, a lot of ordinary British Co
lumbians gathered to write finis to their job of work.

RINGS BELL WITH RELUCTANCE .
There are forty-eight members who sit In this chamber. Taking 

them Individually they are about as good folk as you could find In 
a day’s motor drive. They are a thoroughly honest, human group 
ol persons. They have their ambitions, convictions and aspirations.
They also have their weaknesses.

But you, Mr. Voter, don’t be too censorious. They are the people 
whom you .voted to sit In this House. And II they don’t suit you 
perhaps you will think back to the polling day when you were too 
busy to cast a vote.

♦ ♦ ♦
Well, I want you to see these people as they were on Thursday 

altemoon. During the morning they had finished their last, acrim
onious bickerings. Legislation was through, motions were disposed 
of. They gathered after lunch to await the arrival of His Honor.

They began to sing songs. ^Tiey called on Capt. Macintosh to 
lead them in "Pack Up Your Troubles’’ but the gallant captain broke 
into his hit number, "The Song of The Isles.” It was with some 
reluctance that Mister Speaker rang the bell to announce that order 
which Is preliminary to the arrival of His Honor.

♦ ♦ ♦
And then His Honor came and we went through the usual 

formalities and the legislators received formal assent to their 
doings.

Then we threw papers and generally misbehaved and con 
eluded a session.

And the "cards of the day folded their tents like the Arabs and 
silently faded away.”

Afterwards we met socially, statesmen, press men, and janitor.
And we compared the nasty things we had said about each other.

And everybody was able to laugh.
Perhaps that is democracy.

TALKED LITTLE—ACHIEVED MUCH
The session was short, poslbly the shortest of any regular 

session of the B. C Legislature.
The Conservative party may reap some credit for that brevity 

for having restrained 
front the

What happéüèd subsequently inclined some of them to regret 
the truce with tile government.

But perhaps they reaped the best political harvest by their

they won the right of appeal on the Water Act and they put through 
a demand for equality of recognition for Canadians who serve In I 

I Imperial forces.
They might have done a great deal more talking and achieved \

| less.
♦ ♦ ♦

Of the C. C. F. opposition only this can be said: the result of | 
| their policy must be read in the next election returns.

They, like everybody else, seem satisfied that they have done I 
| their duty.

And everybody, well satisfied they have done their duty, goes! 
| home to see what the little woman thinks about it 

nd so another minute of history Is recorded.

I silence.
I points. ' ’ forced the i

MINING UNION 
RAPS PEARSON!

Representatives of the miners' 
union involved In the strike at 
Pioneer Mines today take vigor
ous issue with Hon. George S. 
Pearson, minister of labor, over 
statements made by him before 
the Legislature this week.

In their statement they deny 
that the strikers were operating 
under orders received from points 
outside Canada!

The statement follows:
"In a speech delivered Wednes

day to the Legislature, as re
ported in The Dally Province, 

IHon. G. S. Pearson, minister of 
labor, made a number of flagrant | 
mis-statements of fact which the 
union deplores, and which they 
desire to answer:

“(1) Mr. Pearson said that he I 
is convinced that the strike Is not 1 
’local’. but was ‘started outside * 
of B.C. and had not arisen be- : 
cause of dissatisfaction with I 
wages or working conditions. In f 
support of his view, the minister S 
quotes portions from a letter al-g 
legedly written by an "agent’ 
the C.I.O. In Pioneer.

[ REFUSED INTERVIEW.
“The facts are that on Septem- 

| ber 13 the union executive (which 
June had been recognized by 

e labor department as the bar
gaining agency for the men) at- 

S tempted to interview the manage- 
Intent. They desired a ’check-off’ 
[for union members, and recog
nition for their committee with a 
Iview to opening discussions on 
■wages. The management refused 
[an interview with the committee.
.. “On September 14 Mr. W. A.
I Paterson, secretary of the union,
1 wired the requests to the com-j 
Ipany’s head office In Vancouver,! 
[and pointed out that 'action'!
| would be necessary if there wasl 
I no reply by September 23. He! 
[also, the same day, wrote to the! 
[international president, Reid Rob-1 
llnson, In Denver, reporting the! 
[situation.
| MEN ACTED ALONE.

“The letter was not, as Mr.l 
Pearson states, written ’before) 
trouble was anticipated,’ but af-F 
terwards. It does not Indicate! 
that Pioneer was to be the 'first f 
move in a general labor disturb
ance throughout B. C.’ Paterson’s 
letter merely reports the situa-] 
tion, asks for sanction of the local 
executive’s action, and points out 

if Pioneer is successful, im- 
for organization in other

ofl

a matter of fact the! 
started October 8 and ‘sanction*] 
for it came on October 13 frt_ 
Denver, proving conclusively that! 
the men at Pioneer were acting! 
solely by themselves and 
under no ‘outside influence.’

"Further, the strike vote wasl 
125-17, with eight men away on] 
holiday, showing a high propor-| 
tion of the union members (150) I 
as favoring the strike, and an ab-| 
solute majority of all employees! 
(233) also in favor.

"(2) The minister says that no| 
matter what efforts were made! 
to settle the matter, such efforts! 
were doomed because ‘it was ln*| 
tended that there should be 
strike.’
CONCILIATION REFUSED.

"Again, the union strenuously! 
denies what the minister says,! 
and points out that on September! 
28 it applied for conciliation, I 
which was refused by the minis* I 
ter because he did not know! 
whether a majority was involved,! 
and this in spite of the fact that] 
the same committee was recog-L 
nized in June as representing a| 
majority.

"Instead, a personal represen-1 
tative of the minister was sent ini 
to ‘investigate.’ This official was! 
not a conciliation commissioner, I 
as stated by Mr. Pearson, but a I 
mere investigator for whose ap-| 
pointment the act makes no pro-1 
vision.

I to 
m to

"Nevertheless, from October 3) 
8 the union made sincere et-1 

forts to settle the dispute, even! 
going so far on October S as to I 
drop Its demand for union recog-1 
nltion.

"Its efforts, however, and those I 
of the investigator, met with an| 
adamant and uncomproir 
attitude on the part of the man-J 
agement, and as a last resort,! 
and fully believing themselves to) 
be within the spirit and letter of) 
the law, the men struck.

"(3) Mr. Pearson says, ‘at! 
Pioneer the men had sent in an) 
application for a conciliation of-| 
fleer.’

"If that Is true, as the men 
have always maintained it Is, the) 
entire basis for the recent prose-1 
cutlons by Mr. Pearson for strlk-f 
ing unlawfully is destroyed. Fori 
those prosecutions were based! 
upon the contention that the men! 
struck ‘prior to an application) 
having been made for the ap-) 
pointment of a conciliation com-* 
missloner.’

"The union therefore deplores) 
the monstrous mis-statements of) 
fact made by the minister off 
labor, as reported in The Dally) 
Province, and desires to know) 
why the minister refuses tq place) 
•esponsibility tor the strike when 
It properly belongs—on the shout-] 
Sers of the management of 
neer Mines.
I “It also asks for a public 

tait, by the minister





Ti day iëcëmber Saturday
The Provincial Session Ends Sixty-Seven Bills Get Royal AssentThe British Columbia Legislature adjourned 
yesterday after one of the most uneventful 
sessions in the history of the province.

The afternoon newspaper whicli is general
ly favorable to the policies and acts of the gov
ernment of Premier Pattullo, in summing up the 
work accomplished during the sessions, says: 
“Perhaps the most patriotic thing our legisla
tors could have done was to do as little as pos
sible for the present.”

This is hardly a fair summary of their ef
forts. There is always a great deal of routine 
work to get through and if time was wasted 
“doing nothing” it was certainly not due to 
Mr. Pattullo and his colleagues.

Few days were devoted to the discussion of 
provincial affairs which is the only field within 
the competence of the provincial legislature to 
discuss. The greater part of the time was de
voted to irrelevant speeches regarding theoreti
cal economics and other matters wholly outside 
their jurisdiction.

A new venture which promises to open up 
another form of revenue was the appropriation 
of a sum of .$50,000 for experimental drilling 
for oil in the interior. If this sum is wisely used 
the rumors that there is a large and rich oil 
field in this province will either be confirmed 
or dissipated.

With this patent waste of money, and with 
ever increasing votes for political ventures 
which could not conceivably come within the 
range of straining every effort for the winning 
of the war, it is not surprising to learn that 
expenditures have increased, touching a new 
all-time high this year.

The conservation of every dollar in antici
pation that the struggle in which the British 
Empire is engaged will not only be long but ex
tremely costly, would appear to the layman to 
be a higher form of patriotism than “doing as 
little as possible” or of embarking on new ex-

As Brief Legislative Session Ends
Largest Supply Bill 
In History Totals 
$30,000,000

Victoria, 1 totoietratioJ 
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Victoria, Dec. 1.—(BUP—British 
Columbia’s 30-day legislative ses
sion—shortest in history—was pro
rogued, and a $30,000,000 supply 
bill—largest in history—was ap
proved, at 3:20 Thursday afternoon

Hamber said : “In relieving you of S 
your labors I desire to express the }] 
hope that the numerous meas- y 
ures which received your consid- i 
eration will make for improvement H 
in the various spheres to which Æ 
they relate, and for the general -y 
welfare of our people.

“It la to be hoped that the 
I appropriation made for prospect- > 

Ing for oil In the Peace River M 
may lead to the final discovery 
of oil In quantity and thus add 
another great resource to our 
economic life,”
Alluding to the war in Europe, ÿ j 

His Honor said : “Although the $ 
war is but three months old, there 
is ample evidence of privation and y 
frightfulness, yet to be encountered m 
before the war is over.

“And it behoves all of us to be 
prepared to do everything within 
our power to assist in bringing the Mi 
war to a successful conclusion.

“Thank you for your generous 9 
supply bill granted for public ser- | 
vice.

“I pray that the blessing of dl- E 
vine providence may rest upon 
your labors and accompany you to '<] 
your respective homes.”

Rising from his seat in the gov- | 
ernment benches, Hon. George M. É 
Weir, provincial secretary, de- ^ 
dared the 1939 session of the pro- | 
vinclal Legislature over. Suddenly | 
the members tore up bills and or-® 
der papers and threw them intoM 
the air so that they floated andfa 
showered the benches.

As the Lieutenant-Governor left® 
ui the chamber the members sang 
■ “Pack Up Your Troubles in Your 
B Old -Kit Bag,” led by Capt. C. 8. 
§f Leary, Liberal party whip.

iimnAmi
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Members Leave
After Session

Vietorls,- Dec* (BUP)— Ad
ministration of the province's bus-j 
iness returned to normal on Fri
day after cabinet ministers and] 
members of the legislature boarded 
trains and boats to return to their 
constituencies.

Besides Premier Pattullo, there 
i were only two ministers left in the 
[capitol. The cabinet disbanded af- 
Lter its usual Friday meeting, but 
lis expected back here on Tues-

Hon. George M. Weir, Provincial! 
ecretary, left for Vancouver, ac4 
wnpanied by Hon. W. J. Assel-j 
line, Minister of Mines. Hon. K.j 
jt MacDonald, Minister of Agri-j 
llture, will leave here Sunday to] 
ttend the Kamloops fat stock sale! 
lid show.
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Third Session of 
B.C. Legislature 
Concludes Labor:

jHon. E. W. Hamber Prorogues House in Thir 
First Day, Assenting to Sixty-Five Acts and i 

Receiving Supply—Roses for Hon. T. D. 
Pattullo on His Wedding Anniversary

1

THE third session of the Nineteenth Legislature of 
province was prorogued by Colonel the Honorable Ei 

I W. Hamber at 3:30 p.m. yesterday after thirty-one da; 
of keen debate which ended with a note of good will all ro 
The Lieutenant-Governor read a brief Speech from the Throi 
after assenting to sixty-five acts, and returned thanks for 
granting of supply in the sum of $30,500,530. Prorogation fol-

î th es train" of a month’ 
with three weeks of

X
[labors,
! period In double time, members 
I the House sang ballads, engaged 
I traditional battle of discarded ses* 
slonal papers, and closed with ■ 

[National Anthem.
While waiting for His Honor 

I arrive, the House sang the “Boat 
to the Islands," the lilting ballad 
a Hebridean veteran returning 
[the wars, the singing led by Capl, 
M. F. Macintosh In à fine baritone' 
voice.

One of the last actions of the ses
sion was the presentation of a mag
nificent basket Of November roses to 
Premier Pattullo by members of the | 
House, on the fortieth 'anniversary | 
of his wedding day. Benches to the 
left and right of Mr. Speaker joined 
in felicitations to Premier and Mrs. 
Pattullo on the occasion.

SPEECH FROM THRONE 
In the Speech from the Throne, 

His Honor said 
"In relieving you of your labors,

T desire to express the hope that the j numerous measures which have re-j 
I oelved your consideration will make! 
for improvement in the various) 
spheres to which they relate, andl 

| for the general welfare of our people.)
"It is to be hoped that the appro-,

I prlatlon made to prospect for oil in 
the Peace River country may lead 
to final discovery of oil In quantity,!

| and thus add another great re-!
> our economic life.

i the war Is but three 
, there is ample evidence 

privation and frighttulness 
> be encountered before the war 

, and it behooves all of us to! 
t to do everything within 

f power to assist in bringing the 
1 to a successful conclusion, 
t thank you for the generous sup-! 
granted for the pubUc service.

I pray that the blessing of Divine 
rfdence may rest upon your! 

and accompany you to your
__ active homes.”
the closing ceremonies were quiet, 

î to war times. His Honor was 
npanled by A. M. D. Faii__ 

s private secretary; and two all 
fLieut.-Col. Maurice Turner 

lr. C. E. Donaldson.
HOLD LAST SITTING 
a three-hour morning aitl 

1 to prorogation, the House 
t fifteen

er 1. 193971
1 Against Capital Punishment—Cit
ing abolition of the death penalty 
for cowardice on active service, E. E. 
Winch (C.C.F.-Bumaby) urged abo
lition of capital punishment for 
homicide, In the British Columbia 
Legislature, yesterday. Mr. Winch 
said that out of forty-five cases of, 
murder recorded in British Colum
bia in the last five years, five men, 
after conviction had been hanged, 
the majority given penal servitude, 
and a few committed to mental in
stitutions. The House declined tp 
interfere with administration of 
justice in the Federal field, while; 
complimenting Mr. Winch on the 
presentation of his appeal.

that it is prepared and anxious to 
co-operate to the fullest extent with 
Dominion authority in the prosecu-i 
tion of the war to a successful con
clusion; and whereas a number of 
young British Columbians have at 
their own expense gone to Great 
Britain and enlisted in the naval, 
military and air services of the Em
pire and are taking part in this war 
and fighting as Canadians; there
fore be it resolved that this House 
recommend to the Federal Govern
ment that such men, though serving 
with the immediate forces of Great 
Britain, be accorded the same pen
sions and treatment as may be ac
corded to the Canadian Active Serv
ice Forces."

Veterans of the last war, th< 
mover and seconder of the resolu
tion spoke briefly to its aims, 
stressing the need for equality 
pension treatment following the

-, ' ft; -'vS -V-v■■ :myv-.'v:
-, . "$#£ . k'% Js

8$. life
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Yfi >-
present conflict, wherein hundred*
of Canadians are passing into the 5 ' *
Royal Air Force and other Imperial | j™ 
units direct.

DEBATES AT END
The House also went on recordE 

drawing the attention of the Do
minion Government to the need for 
long-range plans looking to the re
establishment of men now with the 
colors when they return to this 
country from active service over
seas. Capt. C. R. Bull, H. G. Perry, 
and a number of members con
tributed to the debate, which turned | 
on unemployment.

In the closing moments of the! 
morning sitting, Harold Winch made E 
an appeal for closer study of what is 8 
being learned in Great Britain and I 
elsewhere from recent discoveries in 1 
the extraction from high-octane I 
gasoline and residual products from 1 
coal. Mr. Winch was assured by I 
Government benches that these de-1 
velopments were under study! 
through the fuel research board of I 
Canada, and otherwise. The House I 
recessed at 1 p.m. until 3 pm., with I j its business over.

In the acts of the session, Douk-L 
| hobor relief, utilities legislation, and! 
redrawn water and forest laws were! 
the chief measures; outside of thè I 
Supply BUI and a loan bill fori 
$3,000,000. The bulk of the remain-1 
lng legislation was by way oil 
amendment to existing statutes, 
ended the session which had begun! 
on October 3L a

■ '■)
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Paper Showers 
I As House Ends ,

With traditional ceremony, iW- 
lowed by brief hilarity, the thiri^ 
session of British Columbia’s 19th’ 
Parliament was prorogued yester
day afternoon by Hon. Eric W. 
Hamber, 15th Lieut.-Governor of 
the province.

It was the shortest regular 
session in history, lasting only 
four weeks and two days. Usually 
the session runs six weeks.

His Honor, who was accom
panied by his naval and military 
aides, Lieut.-Commander C. E. 
Donaldson, R.C.N.V.R., and Major 
Maurice Turner, and his private 
secretary, A. M. D. Fairbaim, sat 
on the throne while Clerk of the 
House Langley read out the 67 
new acts of Parliaments to which 
His Honor assented.

Mr. Speaker Whittaker, In an
cient parlance; that has come 
down the ages, said, “We, His : 
Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal*

| subjects, the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of British Colum
bia, in session assembled, ap- 
proach Your Honor at the close 
of our labors with sentiments of 
unfeigned devotion and loyalty® 
to His Majesty's person and gov-® 
emment and humbly beg to pre
sent to Your Honor’s acceptance 
Bill No. 75, entitled 'An Act for 
Granting Certain Sums of Money 
for the Public Service’.”
ACCEPTS BENEVOLENCE 

To which the Clerk of the 
House said, “In His Majesty's 
name, His Honor doth thank His 
Majesty’s loyal subjects, accept 
their benevolence and assent to 
this bill.”

His Honor read his brief speech, 
mentioning the war and remind
ing the House worse days may be 
in store for everyone. Hon. G. M.„ 
Weir, Provincial Secretary, then 
read the words of prorogation, 
after which His Honor and party 
left.

Then the members let loose and 
hurled into the air the order 
papers, bills and resolutions over' 
which they had poured and de
bated many hours, until the floi 
and desks were white.

Premier Pattullo was honorée 
by his colleagues in the cabinei 
with a great pot of amber anc. 
rust-colored rosebuds, 40 in num-'j 

| her, as it was the 40th weddinj 
anniversary of the Premier an 
Mrs. Pattullo, both of whom wer 
showered with good wishes andl 
felicitations from all sides of the 
House.

The three lady mèmbers wore' 
flowers in honor of the occa
sion, Mrs. Smith gardenias, Mrs. 
Steeves a red carnation at her 

I waist and Mrs. Jamieson red and'
| white carnations on her left 
shoulder.

As soon as His Honor left the 
Chamber, Capt. Macgregor Maci 
intosh went to the foot of the 
Speaker’s dais and led in 
Save the King.

Today the members were on, 
their way home to the far corners' 
of British Columbia.

■ ■■■■■■■■I

MONTH’S WORK — Yester
day afternoon the members 
of the B.C. Legislature wound 
up one of the shortest and 
least interesting sessions in 
its history with the regular 
schoolboy’s paper show. The 
48 members were on the job 
23 working days and they 
each received $2,000. The 
C.C.F. members did most of 
the talking but most of the 
back-benchers managed to 
crowd in at least one speech. 
The top picture shows the 
floor of the Legislative Cham
ber after the members had 
emptied their desks of bills 
and waste paper. The lower 
picture shows Lieut-Govemor 
Eric W. Hamber seated in the 
Speaker’s chair about to read 
the speech of prorogation. His 
aides were Lieut-Commander 
C. E. Donaldson, left, and 
Colonel Maurice Turner, right

Capt. C. S. Leary of Kaslo-1 
jiSlocan, Liberal whip In the Legis-I 
glature, was honored by fellow I 
I Liberals yesterday, following I 
1 prorogation when he was pre-l 
[sented with a set of silver spoons 
I by Premier Pattullo. Howard I 

Forester, Vancouver, deputy whip, 
I was presented with a silver tray.
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House Ends 
Short Session

ioneer' Miners Further
State Position in Strike

. The following statement from 
Pioneer mine workers was re
ceived by The Vancouver .Sun 
today:

“In a speech delivered Wednes
day to the Legislature, as report
ed in another newspaper, Hon. G. 
S. Pearson, Minister of Labor, 
made a number of flagrant mis
statements of fact which the 
union deplores, and which they 
desire to answer:

“1. Mr. Pearson said that he is 
convinced that the strike is not 
‘local* but was ‘started outside 
of B.C.* and had not arisen be
cause of dissatisfaction with 
wages or working conditions. In 
support of his view, the Minister 
quotes portions from a letter al
legedly written by an ‘agent* 
of the CIO in Pioneer.

“The facts are that on Septem
ber 13 the union executive (which 
in June had been recognized by 
the Labor Department as the 
bargaining agency for the men) 
attempted to interview the man
agement. They desired a ‘check
off for Union members, and 
recognition for their committee 
with a view to opening discus
sion on wages. The management 

! refused an interview with the 
I committee.
REPORTED SITUATION

I “On September 14 W. A. Pater
son, secretary of the union, wired 
the requests to the company’s 
head office in Vancouver and 

i pointed out that ‘action* would 
be necessary if there was no 
reply by the 23rd. He also, the 
same day, wrote to the inter
national president, Reid Robin
son, in Denver, reporting the

SENT REPRESENTATIVES
"2. The Minister says that nc 

matter what efforts were made to 
settle the matter, such efforts 
were doomed because ‘it was in
tended that there should be a 
strike.* ^

“Again, the union strenuously 
denies what the Minister says, 
and points out that on September 
28 it applied for conciliation, 
which was refused by the Minis
ter because he did not know whe
ther a majority was involved— 
and this in spite of the fact that 
the same committee was recog 
nized in June as representing a 
majority. Instead, a personal rep 
resentative of the Minister was 
sent in to ‘investigate.* This of
ficial was NOT a conciliation 
commissioner, as stated by Mr. 
Pearson, but a mere investigator 
for whose appointment the Act 
makes no provision. Neverthe-

019th Legislature p r o rogued I 
EgThursday after, a five-week ses- ! 
msion, one of the shortest on rec-1 
|ord.

Lieutenant - Governor E. W. 
lljHambcr performed the closing 
Bgceremonies.
@ SPEECH FROM THRONE

the text of hisFollowing is 
Speech from the Throne:

“Mr. Speaker and members 
of the Legislative Assembly:

“In relieving you of your 
labors, I desire to express the 
hope that the numerous___ _ $ meas
ures which have received your 
consideration will make for im
provement in the various 
spheres to which they relate, 
and for the general welfare of 
our people.

“It is to be hoped that the 
appropriation made to pros
pect for oil in the Ppace River 
country will lead to final dis
covery of oil in quantity and 
thus add another great re
source to our economic life.

“Although the war is but 
three months old, there is am
ple evidence of the privation 
and frightfulness yet to be en
countered before the war is 
over, and it behoves all of us to

Impetus for organization in other 
mines will occur.

“As a matter of fact the strike 
started October 8 and 'sanction* 
for if came on October 13 from 
Denver, proving conclusively that neer Mines. It also asks for $ 

public retraction by the Ministei 
of the above mis-statements.**

the men at Pioneer were acting 
solely by themselves and were 
under no ‘outside influence.'

“Further, the strike vote was 
125-17, with eight men away on 
holiday, showing a high propor
tion of the union members (150) 
as favoring the strike, and an ab
solute majority of all employees
(223) also in favor.


