


isé<i to table in the House a 
report on the committee’s 
progress.

BILL OF RIGHTS
He said he hopes one of the 

results will be a tenants’ bill 
of rights.

spent than it does to provide 
services.

“Quit making social work­
ers be bookkeepers — it’s a 
great waste of trained 
personnel.”

Referring
boards
proposed J statements

made earlier this session by 
Campbell when he said he was 
“unleashing his people” so 
that they could protect them- 

iselves from public criticism, 
Levi said the minister should 
turn loose his employees in 
lower-ranking offices to make 
the|r own decisions, 

j “I suggest unleashing some 
;of the lower echelon people 
so that they can make more 
decisions on the local level 

‘ w i t ho u t waiting for the 
' bureaucratic machinery.”
', Levi said poverty is a 
' serious problem in the prov- 
! ince and the social welfare 

■department should adapt the 
r most up-to-date techniques to

Leo N i m s i c k (NDP—Ko­
otenay ) accused the govern-

i, i>esi inausu ica iu v**^
I ment of the people of Natal-

I" Michel.
“This government is in ca­

hoots with Crows Nest Indus­
tries,” Nimsick said, but with- 

| drew the word “cahoots” 
i when Campbell objected.

'tj Campbell said his depart­
ement is ready to act immedi- 
Jately on any Natal-Michel re-

By PAT HRUSHOWY 
Province Victoria Bureau

A draft bill toI VICTORIA 
establish rental accommoda-] 
lion grievance boards in B.C. 
(municipalities was filed in the 
hegislature Monday by Munici­
pal Affairs Minister Campbell.

Campbell said the proposed 
[legislation, which says the

More legislature 
Pages 2, 12, 13, 23

appeal, would be binding on 
all parties.

The bill would also clarify j 
the powers of municipalities i 
to regulate rental accommo-' 
dation in their areas.

During the Second World 
War, the federal government 
had wide powers under the 
War Measures Act to regulate 
housing, but after the war 
this power was passed on to, 
the provincial governments. 
Th B.C. government passed; 
this power on to the munici-j 
jpalities.
| The bill specifies that muni-1 
|cipal councils would have the ^ 
|power to regulate the terms ]

language.” No community inÿ 
B.C. had been visited more by I j 
government officials t h a n, 1 
Sparwood.

“I’m sure the people of | 
Sparwood wouldn’t want tc|| 
hear it described as a sterile|| 
suburb,

md conditions of accommoda- ; 
tion not under written lease in \ 
the following areas:
• The amount of notice to 

be given for rent increases.
• The length of notice of < 

termination required by both j 
landlord and tenant.
• The level of service and i 

naintenance to be required, i
• The conditions of entry ; 

for inspection of rental act 
commodation by the landlord! 
except in emergencies.

Campbell filed the draft legj 
islation after the Oppositloij 
accused the government of irJ 
responsibility in ignoring 
abuses of the Landlord and

Campbell said.

I He agreed that Natal-Michel 
could be described as a dirty 
little town with a mean envi­
ronment — but that is why 
“we are trying to change it.”

Campbell said he has writ­
ten Kaiser Coal and has been 
assured the town of Sparwood 
will not be subject to the 
same pollution that had af­
flicted Natal-Michel.

The municipal affairs min­
ister’s department estimate of 
$55,953,400 was approved and 
the House later went into 
Campbell’s other ministerial 

Tenant Act responsibility, the department
Norman Levi (NDP) (Van 0f social welfare, 

couver South) said the gov Norman Levi «NDP-Vancou- 
emment was acting irrespon ver South) said Campbell 
sibly by ignoring abuses tc should be brave and try ex- 
the Landlord and Tenant Act perimenting a bit in his de 
particularly in the Vancouver partment and get away from 
area. having to account for all

“There is a great deal o money spent, 
gouging going on in every rid-t Levi said the department 
ing in the Vancouver region," "is not delivering into the 
Levi said. “The real victims system the type of services 
are the senior citizens and the that are needed, 
low income groups.” the people need it, they

should get it and never mind 
the accountability.’’

The NDP member told the 
House he was present when a 
district supervisor of the 
social welfare department 
had to authorize the expendi­
ture of 25 cents for a tube of 
toothpaste.

He said It cost more trying



ontinued slasl 
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Province Victoria Bureau t'J
VICTORIA -The legisla-j 

Iture's forestry committee has! 
[recommended continued eval-8 
uation of burning of forestry] 
slash in B.C. coastal areas

(although It has concluded thaï 
this method of disposal isl 
likely to continue the most] 
economical.

In the report submitted to* 
the House by committee! 

Jchairman James Chabot (SC|
—Columbia River), the corn-] 
mittee urged that the B.C. 
Forest Service continue its as 
sessment of slash burning in| 
the interior, with a further” 

^report of interior slash burn- 
ing to be made to the' com 
mittee when it is reconvene 
at the 1970 session of the lej 
islature.

On slash disposal on tin 
[coast, which created publie 
protest last fall because of theL 
heavy pall of smoke over thefli 
Lower Mainland, the com- 

|mittee urged the forest serv-[ 
lice and industry ask the fed­
eral department of transport 
for continued efforts to im-i 
[prove special fire weather) 
forecasts.
Similar representation 

should be made to the federal 
department of fisheries and!

1 forestry asking it to expedite!
| its research projects aimed at! 
g| producing a series iOf earning
■indices. ' -

However, the committee^ 
[concluded on the question of] 
coastal slash burning:

SI "Although disposal of slasl 
Jby fire is now and is expectei 
Wto continue to be the most 
[economical means of slasl 
disposal, reaearch of othei 

^means should be encouraged, 
"Evaluation of slash dis 

posai should be continued am 
|your committee recommend: 
ja committee be established 
jtwo years to again review the] 
leffectiveness of the existing! 
|policy

The committee also 
jstructed in its terms 
|ence to look into fire fighting 

ages, damaged forest values 
iy mining development, range 

management in relation to* 
[forestry, and the wxtent to, 
[which tree farm licence oper-J 
ators are contracting out log-£

uproar
flares

By TONY EBERTS
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — An uproar 
over charges that an Opposi­
tion member misled the 
House, and counter-charges of 
electioneering, briefly side­
tracked third reading of the 
government’s new auto insur­
ance legislation Monday.

Welfare Minister Campbell 
accused Bill Hartley (NDP— 
Yale Lillooet) of misleading 
the legislature last Friday by 
saying he had lost his position 
with an insurance company 
because he opposes the gov­
ernment tid

Hartley replied that he had 
misled no one, and said he 
had two letter, received Mon­
day, one cancelling his life 
insurance agentxs licence and 
one cancelling |iis general 
agent’s licence.

LACK OF PRODUCTION
Attorney-General Peterson 

said Hartley lost his licences 
not because he opposed the 
auto insurance bill "but be­
cause of lack of production.”

"Every member of this 
House would be concerned if 
a member lost his job be­
cause he spoke out against 
some legislation,” Peterson

■ .;\S Sr

100,000 on welfare 
in B.C., says Straehan

(There are more than 100.000 
welfare recipients in B.C.. 
Opposition Leader Straehan 

.charged in the legislature 
I] Monday night.

Straehan said this was a 
guess on his part because 
(Social Welfare Minister 

mpbell—-who later hinted at
"That isn’t the case a negative income tax plol- 
Thc member simply would not say how many wel-

o was in-S 
; of refer-jj

| wasn’t producing."
Opposition Leader Straehan 

shouted over loud heckling j 
from government benches j 
that "any insurance company j 
would be unhappy to see cabi­
net ministers and others at­
tacking and vilifying one of | 
the firm’s employees."

"The whole government is 
| attacking and harassing this

Jare recipients there are in 
;B.C. right now, and he had 
to go by figures for the last 
few months of 1968.

•which showed there were! 
83.000 welfare recipients in| 
October. 1968, and 94,000 ini 
December. 1968. He said the| 
trend would indicate that! 
there must he 100,000 rccipi-S 
ents in B.C. now.

Campbell replied to Stra-|L 
chan’s charges by hinting ofgj 
a new scheme involving nega-g" 
tivc income tax.

This plan, anparentlv a svs-l 
tern under which an individu-T 
al whose income reaches a | 
certain minimum receives 
subsidy instead of paying 
tax, may provide some of the! 
answers, the minister said.

into effect and promised this 
would be done this year "as a 
matter of government policy."

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- 
couver East) urged that the 
bill be changed to stop dis- 

, . w . criminating against the
Igmg work to small contrac- g under-25 drivers simply on the
| tors.

The committee accepted a 
■proposal by the forest service 
■that the fire-fighting rate be 
■established at $1.75 per hour 
■compared with the existing 
1$1.25, plus payment of a 

card allowance of $4.50 per 
iy where meals are not sup- 

gpued to persons required to] 
fight forest fires.

On damaged forest values 
py mining developments, the 
ommittee recommended local 

[forest rangers be given more 
•ect notice of exploratory 

being carried out by 
and mineral ex­

ploration teams.
However, the commtite 

also said the mining industry! 
Should be allowed to utilize| 
he necessary timber to car 
tut normal operations, an 

I that the department of mines,] 
I In co-operation with the f 

service, continue to advise t 
ning industry of f 
• minimum tree cui 

l measi
The committee

hat were have I

I grounds of youth.
"In the case of very inexpe­

rienced drivers or those with 
bad records, high premiums 
may be in order,” he said.
"But it is wrong to make 
someone under age 25 pay1 
$200 and more for minimal 
insurance just because of his 
age."

Both Macdonald and Har­
tley said the legislation will, 

effect, subsidize the insur­
ance companies by paying 
medical costs out of the B 
public purse instead of pri- jg 
vale company funds. Peterson Bjftur" 
said the money involved in 
this sphere "is a relatively 
minor amount.’’

( The house completed com­
mittee consideration of the in­
surance bill, and the legisla­

tion possibly will receive third 
ind final reading today.
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VICTORIA —The lcgisla-| 

lure’s forestry committee has' 
recommended continued eval-|i 
uation of burning of forestry! 
slash in B.C. coastal areas! 
although It has concluded that| 
this method of disposal is| 
likely to continue the mostg 
economical.

In the report submitted to| 
the House by committecp 
chairman James Chabot (SC| 
—Columbia River), the com-L 
mittee urged that the B.C.il 
Forest Service continue its as 
sessment of slash burning in 
the interior, with a further 
report of interior slash burn-J| 
ing to be made to the com! 
mittee when it is reconvened! 
at the 1970 session of the leg-j 
islature.

On slash disposal on tlieC 
Icoast, which created public! 
protest last fall because of the! 
heavy pall of smoke over ther 
Lower Mainland, the com­
mittee urged the forest serv­
ice and industry ask the fed-j, 
eral department of transport’; 
for continued efforts to im-| 
prove special fire weather i 
forecasts.
Similar representation! 

[should be made to the federal! 
department of fisheries andfc 
forestry asking it to expedite y 
its research projects aimed atE 
[producing a series of earning!
■indices. __
e H o w e v e r, the commute a 
Iconcluded on the question of| 
Icoastal slash burning:J “Although disposal of slashfl 
|by fire is now and is expected 
to continue to be the mostjj 
economical means of slash! 
disposal, reaearch of otherL 
means should be encouraged.B 

“Evaluation of slash dis-l 
posai should be continued andj 
your committee recommends 
j committee be established inL 
two years to again review theg 
effectiveness of the existing! 
policy."

The committee also was in-i 
structed in its terms of refer-| 
encc to look into fire-fighting 
wages, damaged forest values 
by mining development, range! 
management in relation to 
forestry, and the wxtent to 
which tree farm licence oper­
ators are contracting out log 
ging work to small contrac 
tors.

The committee accepted aj 
proposal by the forest service 
that the fire-fighting rate be, 
established at $1.75 per hour! 
compared with the existing 
$1.25, plus payment of a 
board allowance of $4.50 per 
day where meals are not sup­
plied to persons required to] 
fight forest fires.

On damaged forest values' 
fcy mining developments, the 
torn mittee recommended local 
forest rangers be given more 
[direct notice of exploratory; 
[work being carried out by 
Prospectors and mineral ex-, 
jploration teams.

However, the commtitei 
I also said the mining 
I should be aUowed to 
lithe necessary timber to 
1 normal operations, 

t the department of 
j co-operation with the 

[service, continue to advise, 
[mining industry of the i 
[for minimum tree cutting 
[lire prevention measures.

The committ
: there have I

uproar
flares

By TONKEBERTS 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — An uproar 
over charges that an Opposi- 
tion member misled the ^ 
House, and counter-charges of F;
electioneering, briefly side­
tracked third reading of the - 
government's new auto insur- I 
a nee legislation Monday.

Welfare Minister Campbell 
accused Bill Hartley (NDP— 
Yale Lillooet) of misleading 

I the legislature last Friday by 
saying he had lost his position 
with an insurance company 
because he opposes the gov­
ernment bill.

Hartley replied that he had 
misled no one, and said he 
had two letters, received Mon­
day, one cancelling his life 
insurance agent’s licence and 
one cancelling- “his general 
agent’s licefôtT 

LACK OF PRODUCTION 
Attorney-General Peterson 

said Hartley lost his licences 
not because he opposed the 
auto insurance bill “but be­
cause of lack of production."

“Every member of this 
House would be concerned if 
a member lost his job be-,

OSS

.

100,000 on welfare 
in B.C., savs Straehan

which showed there were 
83,000 welfare recipients in 
October. 1968. and .94,000 in 
December. 1968. He said the 
trend would indicate that 
there must be 100.000 recipi-j 
ents in B.C. now.

Campbell replied to Stra-| 
chan's charges bv hinting of| 
a new scheme involving nega-| 
live income, tax.

This plan, aoparentlv a sys-l 
tern under which an individu-j 
al whose income reaches a] 
certain minimum receives aj 
subsidy instead of paying a j 
lax, may provide some of the! 
answers, the minister said, j

| There are more than 100.000 
■welfare recipients in B.C.. 
.'Opposition Leader Straehan 
charged in the legislature 
■Monday night.
j Straehan said this was a 
[guess on his part because

cause he spoke out against gs 0 c i a 1 Welfare Minister 
some legislation," Peterson NCampbell—who later hinted at
said. “That isn’t the ease 
here. The member simply 
wasn’t producing.”

Opposition Leader Straehan 
shouted over loud heckling 
frôm government benches 
that “any insurance company 
would be unhappy to see cabi­
net ministers and others at­
tacking and vilifying one of 
the firm’s employees.”

“The whole government is 
attacking and harassing this 
m a n,” Straehan persisted. 
“Hartley was fired because 
these insurance companies 
want to stay on the right side 
of this government — they’re 
afraid to go against it."

SHOUTING MATCH 
A government-Opposition 

shouting match ensued, with 
Chairman Herb Bruch threat­
ening to “name” Straehan 
after repeated demands of 
“Sit down” and “Keep quiet" 
and “Order" failed to end the 
dispute.

Earlier, Hartley called the 
auto insurance bill “just an 
election bill” and said the 
government wouldn’t dare put 
it into effect until after the 

i next provincial election.
“I suggest it’s something 

I for the government to go 
flying around B.C. with, 

‘promising that it will solve all 
the problems," Hartley said. 
“But it may never come to 
pass.

“This is insurance company 
legislation and election prom­
ises. This has gone on long 
enough. You’re not going to 
get away with this sort of 
thing much longer."

URGES CHANGE 
Peterson said the govern;

“That isn't the case a negative income tax plot— 
The member simply . would not say how many wel- 
produeing.” vjfare recipients there arc in
sition Leader Straehan B.C. right now, and he had 
I over loud heckling Eto go by figures for the last 
overnment benches j&few months of 1968.

The Opposition leader told 
e House that he had figures
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lïntoeffect and promised this1 
M would be done this year “as al 
a matter of government policy. ” 
I Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van-j 
I couver East) urged that the 
I bill be changed to stop dis-1 
Icriminating against the 
I under-25 drivers simply on the 
I grounds of youth.
I “to the case of very inexpe­
rienced drivers or those with 
bad records, high premiums 
may be in order,” he said. 
“But it. is wrong to make someone under age 25 pay1 
f200 and more for minimal 
insurance just because of his

in effect, subsidize the insur­
ance companies by paying 
medical costs out of the 
public purse instead of pri­
vate company funds. Peterson 
said the money involved in 
this sphere “is a relatively 
minor amount.”

The house completed com­
mittee consideration of the in­
surance bill, and the legisla­
tion possibly will receive third 
and final reading today.
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Dillin^ ihe JivemmeAl lor his HI 
Hotel Vancouver room while || 
at the same time receiving alS 
(sessional expense allowance. || 

ji Ferber said emphatically™ 
the sessional allowance istfl 

something received by allRg 
! MLAs and can be used for® 
jnny purpose. If a minister re-E 

Quires out - of - pocket ac-jj 
j Jcommodation while on govern-^ 
I ment business, he said, thenj/J 

'he should be reimbursed orra 
I have his bills paid by the gov-ra 
gemment.
, But McDiarmid said such| 
,i ,expenses should not be ac-i 
, cepted while the House is sit* 
f 'ting. Ferber said if these bills 
. came to him he, unlike Mc- 
FjDiarmid, would accept them. 

McDiarmid, who also said 
e has limited to $4,400 a 
car Gaglardi’s expenses, told 
he committee he made the 
lecision against accepting 
îaglardi’s Hotel Vancouver

(other cabinet minister ever 
had maintained a permanent 
hotel room in Vancouver.1 it any other minister - with 
out - portfolio had submitted 
a bill for a hotel room during 
a session, then he would not 
have accepted it, McDiarmid 
said.

j But if such a bill were re­
ceived outside a session, from 

a hotel at Powell River, Ver­
non, Kamloops or Vancouver 
(the home centres of the min-

I
isters - without - portfolio), 
then McDiarmid said he 
would accept them if the min­
isters were on government

ways department's aircraft] 
dispatcher and departmental! 
comptroller and tl.e assistant:
deputy minister of highways. ] 

1 “We want to know who I 
commissions the use of the I 
(airplanes,’’ McGeer said at a ] 
fleeting of the committee 
Monday. “We want to know 
Who decides it's government 
business, and who decides on 
the use of government air-

nent, made at earlier ses-j 
dons of the committee, thatp 
uagfardi on a number Df oc­
casions had put in bills for 
two different hotel rooms, in 
different cities, on the same 
date.

McDiarmid would not an­
swer questions about whether 
he thought this was proper, 

craft showed extensive use of,H Asked if he had known other 
the planes by ministers -ffl ministers to do this, Mc- 
iwithout - portfolio, claimed^Diarmid said, “I can’t speak

ïraft is at “extraordinarily McDiarmid said he had not 
fogh cost" compared with the charged Gaglardi for this, al- 
cost of commercial planes. though “it obviously was a 

“But it would seem that the mistake on my part, because 
aircraft are used for very lit- I would have charged him.” 
tie else, if you examine the McGeer then got an admis- 
log," he said. sion from McDiarmid that

Dave Barrett (NDP-Coqui- Gaglardi, while charging his 
tlam) claimed that, in the last $7-a-day hotel Vancouver room 
year, Gaglardi has “had the to the government, was not 
aircraft in the air for 189 at the same time claiming the 
sours, and this could not be $15-a-day allowance for other 
all flying from here to his expenses, including food, 
permanent hotel room in Van- ..If it is legitimate to suW 
couver. mit the bill for the hotel room

Hunter Vogel (SC-Langley)j while out of Victoria on gov- 
commented that, “if these eminent business, then it is
Wanes are so loosely handled a!s0 „submit Ü
f. . . ... claim for the $15 allowance,”
that people say it is improper McGeer said, 
and unnecessary, then this
committee should look into NDP Leader Strachan inter-

The discussion on high­
ways department aircratt fol­
lowed nearly an hour of ques­
tioning of government officials 
try committee members over 
the controversial issue of Gag­
lardi’s permanent room at the 
Hotel Vancouver.

The two officials — comp­
troller - general C. J. Ferber 
and James McDiarmid, a de­
partmental comptroller res­
ponsible for checking vouch­
ers of ministers

McDiarmid said he is able to 
I check and does so whenever 
he feels an account might be
“mit rtf nrrlop ” J“out of order.” 4

In a reply to Industrial De­
velopment Minister Skillings, 
McDiarmid agreed that he is 
given a “free hand" to exam­
ine a minister’s accounts.

__ “There is no pressure?”
without - 

K)rtfolio — disagreed on the 
luestion of whether Gaglardi
should have been forced to 
reimburse the government for
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theysays
wont work

Victoria'''1ÏÔ^oIZiUonh d“s ,o preveil! it
VICTOmA-To Opposmonr ,.Nothing ^ ^ legislatioI

Dinplaints prevents the start ofit won't work," the gov
rnment’s bills aimed at c?n- Hf>rolling surface mining wOrr.irSttl^B^KiJn/JSrne, p« 
iven final reading in the leg- ven, pollution of watei 
slature Monday night. courses "
Opposition Leader Strachan ' . . jd claim!

ailed the amendment to the Rlchtcr:„ ,
loal Mmes Regulation Act mmcowncrs^must set out ir

their plan of operation howfirst step. BiU Har -|thcy wjU prevent pollution be
ey (NDP—Yale Lillooet) . ...
aid the Mines Regulation Act w fi
mendment promised no con- bul 
rols over preliminary pros arf
.ecting and developmenl th"° (hey * cleine(

But the bills, complete wit! 11P 
I /T fT t "e e*4" r ec om m end a 0 o n s, , Opposition Leader S‘«cha 

told the House the mimn
NDP and Liberal critics, .committee’s amendments to 

Mines Minister Richter the legislation reflect a situ 
summed up his replies to «“on that developed in th 
criticism and misgivings by[Province “in a very fe 
saying simply: ‘‘All I want 
is the authority and the pro-|| Strachan said news media 
gram will be carried out.” had depicted ‘‘what woul 

Hartley argued that the leg- have become of the provinc
islation, inspired by contre- unless there was protectiv
versy over the Kaiser-Crows legislation" dealing with sur 
Nest Coal development near face mining.
Fernir. overlooked strip min- 1 withoul the ..glare of pub 
mg done in prehmmary ex*,.,...... he said the ..con

science of the governmen lead to a producing mine. bce„ affect
Thousands of acres

permi
on the other hand, then 
streams that are bein{ 

' we mus

and the legislation regulatm 
surface mining would nevecountryside are ripped by

omsneetora— and-.nrelmuna.iai , “ ? irmine exploration groups andShave come before the House.
Strachan said the people o 

the province “owe a debt o

exploration groups 
the scars remain forever.' 
Hartley said 

Dave Barrett (NDP —• Co- 
tuitlam) said he is not opti-

gratitude” to the news media 
for showing what can happen

mstic about enforcement ofrsto land when it is extensively
he new surface mining regu- 
ations
He said he studied the mines

mined on the surface.
Allan Williams (Lib — Van 

ouver - Howe Sound), wh
nmister’s estimates and could served on the mining com 
ind no indication of staff in- mittee, said committee mem
creases to police mining op- 3bers 0f all parties showed ;
•rations. The minister indi 
ated he would make use of

ense of responsibility 
bringing in the amendmen 

taff from, other departments. l0 the mining legislation.
Batrett objected that this 

would just lead to “bureau 
;ratic red tape" and asked 
he minister to file any inter
cernmg me stru 
for co-ordinating policing or 
the regulations.

When Richter did not replj

It is not necessarily th 
(mines) department the tool 
to ensure that the dévasta 
ion which has occurred else 

where doesn’t occur here,’ 
Williams said.

If it does not work
to Barrett’s request, the NDP will be because of inefficien

cies in the department, whic 
I don’t expect, Or because o 
shortcomings in the legisla 
tion, which I’m sure will b 

show

member said “You’ll be sc 
tied up in red tape that, b> 
the time you get around tc 
handling a situation, it will 
be long past the time yoi 
could do anything about pollu­
tion.!

The mining legislation, as 
amended by the legislative 
committee on mining and rail 
ways, requires that the mines 
minister obtain approval of 
mining companies’ reclama- 

p ruera ms iron; the three
î ministers

he can give the go-ahea 
the mining company.

“We need immediate 
rts to the minister ( 

mines) and immediate 
thority of the minister to g 
back and do whatever has t 
be done," Barrett said. 

Gordon Dowding ' (NDP 
urnaby - Edmonds) said th 

egislation, as amended b 
mines committee, seem 

anticipate water
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D.XWSOX «AGtAKDI JORDAN
Al vx vrtïlNG Voquitlami aiid McCeer 8ave Pr,vL,LVleJri. Bureau .he commit,,, ,h, «oUowmg

VICTORIA _ Five cabinet! figures on plane use.mWers reïo IZ.rtZy G.Rlardi. 93 n.Rhts from
pMhea"tf!* pubùyc March -« Dcc^r 1.^

Recounts commhtee to answer Kamluops Tola,
questions about their use of* PanUrrii 177 1iRhways department air * 1731

Wy are Health Minister ”■« ni«ht hours
Loffmark, minister - without- mMre. SaMpfParthv ' 79 niKhts 
Portfolio Gagtardi ,h, forme,
ferneTT» i ,ï ^*£-0* l0 or

without portfoüo, Grace Me Kelowna, airport nearest

jordan anc “süluency 01 No1
î The committee decided un- ^ figures were given fort; 
hnimously Tuesday to call |fljghts by Mrs. Dawson, buV 
|them to explain about their j0gS tabled earlier in the; 
Eights after a 75-minute hear- current session of the legis-; 
in g during which the following lature by Highways Minister 
fcccurred: Black showed that she used;
I S Liberal Leader McGeer g0vernment aircraft rarely, 
feccused the highways depart- SHOUID ASK
inent of "yery gross negli- Ernie'LeCours (SC - Rich-
|ence for tailing to keep d tQ sum up
^detailed records of the costs (he v|c/„, the Socred ma.
Involved in operating the Jont>. on tbe public accounts 
■highways department planes, committee in relation to call- 
■ • Testimony was given by ing the minlsters wh<>n he 
■a h i g h w a y s department sa^ ..j every person in 
■official that Gaglardi exer- lbia committee is interested in 
■vised sole authority over who whether these aircraft are ■could use lus department t bcin(, abuscd and we sbould
■planes up to the time he quit as|< the ministers."
Has highways minister (while LeCours also suggested the 
■under Opposition attack foi present highways minister be

I.OFI'MAKK
bookings — of who used toe] 
planes, and of where theyj

PHONE REQUESTS j 
"People phoned the office 

through his secretary and 
made bookings and said]

ail the highways, aircraft 
flights were booked out of the] 
highways minister's of f i c ej 
prior to that time?” asked] 
Barrett.

"Yes,” said MacLean.
"Was there any record ofl 

these bookings?" he was

"No. Flights were ap-j 
proved, and once they were! 
hooked and the flights wera 
made, that was that.”

NO NAMES
The only airport records 

kept were the actual logs oq 
each plane, in which only] 
dates and destinations were] 
kept and no passenger names] 
plus the required filing ofl 
flight plans with the de-| 
partment of transport.

MacLean said he had non 
brought the logs to the com! 
mittee but in any case would 
not be able to provide the log 
of the jet, since it had gone 
with the plane when thq 
government lease had beera 
terminated.

MacLean agreed with Bar4 
rett that the jet flights had alfl 
been booked out of Gaglardi’sj 
office.

‘‘In effect, 
mented, "it 
aircraft?”

Indus trial Development 
Minister Skillings, a membei

ueueu, uui nu aiuuu wa-
g nt] taken on that when Gordon

leased jet) and became mini Dowding (N DP-Burnaby 
ster without portfolio March Edmonds) said Black could 
21 - 1968- be called later if it appeared
• There was disclosure for necessary, 

the first time of a policy ASSISTANT DEPUTY 
statement on the use of The first witness at Tues- 
.hïghways department planes, day's hearing on the use of 
dated last June 6, in which»government aircraft was 
the warning is given that Fraser MacLean, assistant

lflnne/vc nf fltunn nuiinUn... U. , ... ....

' Barrett com- 
was a private

planes to a "ridiculous” ex­
tent, comptroller-general C. J. 
Ferber said no special 
fcharges had been levied for 
ministerial flights.
I Decision to call the 
kers for questoning

minis-
came

wmm

TiTVRiJlM



■ Barrett 1S my opini^" • " ” ; ' POLICY AREAS 
1 MacLean did not directly LeCours said the discussion 
|answer the question, but he waa getting into policy areas 
1 pointed out that, as of March! and that the ministers 
|l. 1968, a log of all passengers shou,d be asked about policy
■ was started for the jet. MacLean agreed and

MacLean then outlined the that, when ministers 
■new procedures and policies ashed questions “from tim< 
■for booking aircraft which to ‘,me ” they give answers 
■were instituted on Gaglardi's Jt is therefore unfair to ask 
|departure. Specially d e s i g- bun for details on costs, he 
gnated people in each gov- sail­
li ernment department make Skillings then introduced a 
I reservations through the statement of policy on high 
|h i ghwavs department, he wa-vs aircraft, which he said 
Isaid. had been circulated to alj

When McGeer sought to ministers by Black.
|find out “how far down the These were the guideline.' 
gline” of civil servants people 'aid down by Black in 
Iwere eligible to use the§smemo:

planes, MacLean appeared:^ • Aircraft to be used t<
|unsure. He also said he was increase productivity ant 
ijunable to say who decided effectiveness of ministers au< 
■whether highways planes or senior civil servants on gov 
[Jeommercial aircraft were eminent business, 
fused on a given trip. But j • Each minister to bear 
Jthere was no requirement, for *he responsibility for ensuring 
I example, that a person want-BhâL-j,h flight requests arc
m :   i _    _ i: — L-______ _ 1cAnnhla""" nn/I in Va — ‘

I Wednesday

Barrett resumed his efforts to) 
get more detailed estimates! 
on operating costs, this timei 
from Alan Rhodes, highways! 
departmental comptroller.

He failed, but Rhodes said! 
he would attempt to prividd 
some figures covering thef 
current year when the com4 
mittee resumes today. Hef 
said he could not give anyL 
unit costs for the year under! 
review — 1967-68 — but only 
total costs.

Also to appear today will be] 
the aircraft dispatcher. H. F| 
Norman, who operates

♦ haï Patricia Bay Airport, to ex| mai ; ni„ ■ Lj„

2, 1969

ing to use a highways planefflfcasonable and in keeping 
[had to show no seat was w*th broad outlines above,

• Ministers may delegate 
their flight authority to senior

■ available on Air Canada 
PROVIDE SERVICE

“In other words, you 
hot interested.” said Dowding,

“No. we provide a trans-
ortation service,” MacLea 

[answered.
The highways departmen 

[operates two D-18 Beechcraf 
with five seats each ûndei 
[good weather conditions, foul 

Jseats under inclemen 
■weather conditions, MacLeai 
I told the committee.

It also has one Beechcraf 
ID-18 turbine which will carry 
If our passengers under all 
■weather conditions. MacLean 
Isa id a Grumman Goose 
I now being converted to tur- 
[bine engines “which is not yeti 
I on the line.”

MacLean was evasive whei 
^questioned about costs o 
joperating government a i r 
jeraft. It would depend. h< 
lsaid, on whether the ques 
kioner was talking about cost 
[per seat mile, per air mile 
per hour of flying time, etc. 

LEADING QUESTION

# No booking to 
accepted more than 30 days| 
in advance, and flight prior­
ities to be established in thi 
order they are received.
• Approved flights will no 

be cancelled in favor of latei 
requests except in cases ol 
emergency, and every op 
portunity will be taken to fill 
all seats on all flights.

. • Names of all passengers
to be given at time of booking 
and other than government 
employees may be trans 
ported providing they are 

Asked directly by Barrett ii travelling with government
jjthe jet was less costly t< 
[operate than the othér planes 
llacLean said. “I think that 
[could he interpreted as a 
[leading question.”

Barrett: “Yes or no, what­
ever basis you use to evaluate 
[costs of operation, was the 
[Lear jet cheaper?”

“I would rather not answer 
[because it involves many 
[complex factors.”

However, when Barrett

[seat mile, I only vaguely 
[recall that it was indicated 
khat it was competitive with 
[the others.” ,

Asked if he had said “com- 
Ipetitive or comparable,” he 
paid, “comparable per seat 
[mile.”

"You must have some 
[idea,” McGeer said in seeking 
[more detail on costs.

“It was checked out at one 
I time. I just forget the 
figures,” MacLean replied.

“I know you can cost thesi 
things out very accurately,’

I are not costing it in the 
[highways department then 
|someone is guilty of very

members of their depart 
monts, but must forward such] 
names to Highways.
• All flight requests to bi 

made through highways de­
partment Local 3265.
• All bookings to be made: 

at least two days in advance,! 
except for emergencies, toi 
allow for proper scheduling off 
crews, servicing of aircraft,|

plain his duties.
Loffmark, a member of thel 

committee, listened to most off 
the discussion about minis! 
terial use of the planes in 
silence, but as the meeting, 
approached its end, he caustil 
eally told Liberal critics the/ 
should “look at the costs 
the federal government! 
jets . . . they have 10 .
I'm sure they could tell 
about costs — ask the federal! 
Liberals.”

employees for mutual official 
business.

In an effort to make 
maximum use of all flights, 
whenever possible passengers 
vill adjust their schedules t< 
ihare flights,
• No flights to be madi 

outside provincial boundaries,] 
except Watson Lake or White 
horse for northern B.C. 
trips; on overnight trips thi 
aircraft will remain at thi

pressed him for an estimateMfield points only where this is! 
[MacLean finally said: “Pergthe most economical arrange-j

• No more than two mini-1 
sters or three deputy minis-| 
tors are to be transported on g 
one flight unless approved byl 
highways minister: pilot to| 

~n-a~L_ .dedsionj 
to make a trip 

safety is jeopardized “regardl 
less of any influence whicq 
may be exerted by others.”

The policy statement con-| 
eludes:

For the present time, aid 
operating expenses are being

things out very accurate y, carr|e^ by the department ol 
McGeer insisted, because I highways However, if th< 
used to own a plane, l w privjieges are abused, it maj

be necessary to levy a charge! 
for all flights.

«VÔM "negligence. We shoulc dfsire °Perat4
be able to get the answer, » ^LTbenM oT^',

Downing said it appears the 'P“P|e °< thisP r° vinc 
5 ^ through more effective use

cision’not to use commercia ‘her servants Only with full 
Ms but to use highway, c0?Pekra“°n °V" j™ccrnel 

[aircraft to fly “all over Norti Wll> thls be ach.eved." 
America.” ! After Skillings read thel

■“—------------ 1 ,anJ "lack letter to the committee I

sn
Quartet almost become ; 
ministers without pay

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The four 
ministers-without-portfolio al­
most lost their salaries Tues­
day night when government 
MLAs forgot what they were 
voting for.

Long-awaited criticism from 
the Opposition over the activ­
ities of the ministers-without- 
portfolio failed to materialize. 
A lone NDP member voiced 
criticism and indicated his 
party would vote against pay­
ing the ministers.

A standing vote was called 
and, when committee chair­
man Herb Bruch called for 
the yes votes, not one govern­
ment member stood.

With a confused look, 
Premier Bennett asked Bruch

while Opposition members ex­
ploded with laughter ancl 
pounded their desks.

At this point, some govern­
ment MLAs realized what was 
happening and stood but when 
they saw their leader wasn’t 
following suit they immediate­
ly sat down again.

After a considerable time,] 
Dave Barrett (NDP-Coquit-j 
lam) demanded Bruch call 
the “nay votes."

With all 22 Opposition mem-| 
bers in the House laughinj 
and calling for the no votes,] 
Bennett finally realized what] 
vote was being called and 
stood — but it still took sev-| 
eral seconds before his bac^ 
benchers followed suit.
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Mr
e urge*

Province Victoria Fun

VICTORIA - Liberal 
Leader M c G e e r suggested 
Tuesday that the B.C. gov- 

; ernment campaign more 
actively against a . U.S.- 
orginated scheme that would 

'divert major B.C. river 
H waters for U:S. consumption. 
r;" Rather than “ignore their 
^propaganda,” said McGeer of 

the scheme known as the

spending ostm^ 
being discussed, sal 
reminded him of a mafak hi 
wanted to prod a porcupinette 
see if it had sharp quills.

“Once you talk about lrad-j 
iiXg land for land." he said,! 
“you make a mental com­
mitment somewhere along the! 
way." Kiernan said the U.S.] 
has plenty 
misuses it.

“If they were dying for lack! 
of water this might be justs-; 
tied." he said, “but they have 
plenty of water, if they would 
stop wasting it and clean up 
what they have polluted. By 
that time, they will probably

«s were* 
McGeer *

have developed 
ment of sea water to the point j 
where they don’t need more "' i

When McGeer attempted to I 
reopen the NAWAPA subject 
after the dinner adjournment. | 
Bennett leaped to his feet and !

“As premier reelected alii 
these times. 1 say B.C. is not! 
going to give away any of its 
water. We have given none ofj 
it away, and we are going to 
keep our water for the benefit! 
of the people of B.C."

McGeer had suggested that 
Kiernan. as a B.C. Hydro] 
director, and Hydro co-! 
chairman Dr. Gordon Shrum.i 
had spoken of B.C. ’s great! 
water resources in connection! 
with B.C-U S trade and 
tourism promotion.

Bennett said Dr. Shrumj 
wasn’t speaking for thej 
people of B.C. and the Liberal! 
leader is not speaking for the! 
people of B.C."

McGeer also proposed more 
concentration by the recrea-

ment on developing winter 
recreation areas. He called 
for establishment of “50 or! 
more ' winter Class C parks.

Kiernan told him the gov­
ernment is developing “quite i 
a rang'’" of winter facilities 
and promised to send McGeerl 
a list.

Kiernan said B.C. has the 
Centennial Trail from Simon 
Fraser University to the far 
side of Manning Park, as well 
as Lifeboat Trail on the west]
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rutahty allegation 
PetersonfaOWY

folice might be kept off the 
eserve.
“A good many of them 

expressed disbelief in the

It was after this observations 
that Plummer suggested thatfl 

^ investigation b e continued 
with the possibility of mis-1 
chief charges being made.

HALF-BAKED
Berger later termed the re-1 

port a “half-baked partisan; 
inqUiry” that didn't even at-| 
tempt to investigate fully the! 
complaints.

“You can’t dignify this! 
document by calling it a re­
port,” Berger said. “The re-j 
port shows the young people! 
who complained to me repeat-j 
ed their complaints to Plum-j 
mer.”

>|| Berger said the report dealsj

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A repor 

l a bled in the legislature Tues 
jay shows there were n( 
grounds for allegations o 
police brutality agains 
Indians at Sechelt. said Attor 
nev-General Peterson.

“The allegations of police having 
brutality or. for that matter, time. 
i>f police indifference to 
Indian matters, are not sub- 1 
stantiated." Peterson said. Plum

inly with the seven charges
ic outlined in the House buti personally feel a great ■doesn’t say anything about 

ipthe at least 10 other com-] 
tffifolaints that were brought to 
•$|him during his investigation.]

fj He suggested Plummer cut 
short his investigation to sat-! 
isfy Peterson’s directions to 
bring in a report that would) 

There were repeated com- be inconclusive.
,lalnts of \ {irf on l”° INJUSTICE
•casions of the band records**:
hen they were in Joe’s “This government is in--

“Now that a chief has bcenj 
elected—Mr. Henry Paul—iti 
was still suggested to me that! 
I he band books should be[ 
produced to the new chief and] 
arrangements made by him 
for safe custody,” Plummer 
said.

» avueiM lCCI n k i v<11
jriisse-vice has been done to 
Indians and the members of 
Bi.c R«" M P who serve in that 
■a>f,a.“ he said
S “T,)e RCMP might follow 
! up this report, but that is up 
tito UusV*

The Vist observation Plum- 
| mer makes in his report is:

"As fai as 1 am concerned.i 
tior. appear to he

h/» continued cv

| these allet\ t
I unfounded. VU I suggest that 
Sthe inquiries
I to establish ge-nuiness oi 
I otherwise of Cu° to nplaints; |

■’keeping in mind th< oossibiMattention of the Indian com- 
Lity of mischief charset under missioner for British Colum 

Criminal Code bia." Plummer said.
Pederson would n~ > sa; w'.<l CASE HISTORIES

I have niisCtî!*. ^ report „uggcsts u,,,
^insi hem Berger had been misinformed
»^ort said the „ wi|| k setn by the c,„
(n^aeBerger%"igf.

fhgv vinnvr lald- wWlJ? maderi the investigaUaV0* recovered and 

il0pJSkl when BcrgctNn -he incidents made or, h 
ns all^Stations. ;,hc ' se of drunks, the per

M- v >m icked up were releasedRR1N E®P 1CK1.> } . ^ in accordance

Plummer safl 
lions showed 1 
[•ercised const* 
iclp a person 1 
drowned, a d 
Berger as an I 
Indians receivl 
nelp from the 1 
an RCMP coni 

pi he scene tw .. 
Bfrcceiving a calU 
F The report I 
jgjinterviews onl 
peases mentiom 
FpWitnesses wej 
ihjas well as thej 
Hjand the subjea 
|] Plummer, il 

g|g|vations in til 
^ Contrary tol 
«■deduced froe 
fetter, there E 
Ifcctween the* 

It he residenfl 
jiillM 1 H 

^■groups with* 
NO <S 

I He said 
^Hlndians V1' 
^Bagrce th#*1 
Hketween WF1* 
Haviilage o# “ 
fjjpoluc hogf1 “

'.legations are;
the unlikely 

I» all seven, 
m detachment:

Plummer 
« -mmer-j

'• dim
Const.!

One other far 
~i uncovered is tha 
*|ous cases. Indian;
I of the actions of a 
| Kelly. *

INTERVIEWED AMINE 
^ Plummer said he »ti 
.* viewed each person a Ion* 

the name Const Kell> ■

[view the seven members ot 
the RCMP. V 
I “it was then that I learned 
■that there is no Const. Kelli 
Stationed at Sechelt or neai 
Kechelt, neither has then 
■been within knowledge o 
■other police in Sechelt eve

caj.vciniKiuilvk'i

-
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Gaglardi rappe It his request

Strachan
land trade

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Former high­
ways minister Gaglardi has 
been accused of interfering 
with the department of recrea­
tion and conservation in an 
exchange of 116.8 acres on 
Vancouver Island for 75 
square miles of timber in 
Wells Grey Provincial Park,
120 miles north of Kamloops.

Bob Williams (NDP—Van­
couver East) told the legisla­
ture Tuesday night the timber 
deal was announced by Gag­
lardi supposedly because there 
was an emergency situation.

“Gaglardi made the an­
nouncement,” Williams said,
“not the minister of recrea­
tion and conservation nor the 
minister of lands and forests.

“And when did he make it?
On Sept. 25, 1963, five days 
before the provincial election 
he was fighting with Davie 
Fulton.”

Williams said the deal with 
Clearwater Timber Co. was 
an exchange of land at Rath- 
trevor Beach near Parksville 
worth $180,000 for 50 square 
miles of land in the southern 
portion of Wells Grey Park.

Williams said Gaglardi 
made the announcement in 
Clearwater and said timber 
in the area was “blow-down” 
and this would be salvaged, 
making way for employment.

“The minister also said 
the company would pay the 
standard stumpage,” Williams.

Williams said the contract 
between the provincial gov­
ernment and Clearwater Tim­
ber was for 21 years. For the 
length of the contract, the 
company was to be charged 
$1.50 per 100 cubic feet for 
fir and $1.20 for all other 
species.

He said normally stumpage 
| is based on a sliding scale 
I geared to current timber 
I prices. “However, in this 
I deal the company was charg- I ed a fixed rate. If we are to 
I project this into today’s 
1 prices, fir in the Kamloops 
B forest district now goes for 
1 $16.90 per cubic foot and

NANAIMO (CP)-A draft- 
Strachan campaign has been 
dropped by the Cowichan- 
Malahat NDP constituency! 
association, the riding repre­
sented by Strachan.

A spokesman for the group, \ 
Mrs. Barbara Wallace of( 
nearby Cedar, said the matter) 
was dropped “at Mr. Strach- \ 
an’s request.”

NDP Leader Strachan last[ 
year announced his retire-p 
ment from party leadership | 
he has held for 13 years. A£ 
new leader is to be chosen at k 
a convention April 11, 12 and|

cut in the 50-square miles \ 
granted Clearwater Timber 
is $670,613. With all the tim­
ber cut, total value will am­
ount to $1.6 million.

The NDP member said the |j 
timber contract was written | 
before an order-in-council | : 
was passed by the cabinet.it 
The contract also had a two- |j ! 
year renewable clause at thejj 
same stumpage rate. |

Williams said it is even ; 
more peculiar the company g ; 
was granted a further 25- 1 
square miles of timber within \1 
the park adjacent to the 53* j 
square miles it received be- * 
fore the 1963 election.

Williams said “this extra i'j 
25 square miles was granted j * 
the company within a year ;i 
after the original contractai 
was announced.” He further §' 
complained the company wasjM 
not charged land rental, a'i&5 
normal practice with timber[1 
contracts.

“Because of this, the provs-e 
ince has lost over $10,000 of..£ 
land rental a year,” he said.f§ 

Later, the same company!! 
received permission to cutp 
timber on a further 600 acres^ 
of land in the park. “The gov-[| 
ernment called it a fire saleS 
and all we got was $18,000 fqpÉ 
two million cubic feet of tint-a 
ber,” he said.

Williams called the whotejg 
deal a glaring example dfp 
park mismanagement mixed® 
with outside interference. || 

“What we are looking atj 
is between 50 and 60 Stanley 
Parks. What B.C., the public,jg 
is being left with is stumps, jl 

This was virtually strip-jl 
mining within the park. Wfefg 
have given a great deal away g 
and have given somebody a® 
substantial capital gain in th|9

.wg given

CHARTER CHANGES
Province Victoria Bureau

Other charter amendments 
include authority to employ 
parking meter maids, to] 
change the name of the Zonl

The bill amends the Van- 
couver City Charter so that 

replaces the phrases 
I of ‘full age” and “age 21” 
.and puts the charter in line 
with the Provincial Elections

__



larmacists dispute 
! Campbell statements

The B.C. Professional Phar- 
Imacists Society has taken 
lissue with Welfare Minister 
[Campbell over statements at­
tributed to him after the 
[society announced a $1 sur- 

harge on welfare prescrip- 
lons.

The society disputes an al­
leged statement by the min- 
iter that he hoped negotia- 
ions with / pharmacists on 
relfare drug costs would con- 
inue.
The pharmacists claim 
'ampbell has verbally and by 

letter cut off further negtia- 
itions despite a desire by the 

* tty to continue talks.
The society also says 

= Charges that pharmacists are 
.^endeavoring to involve the 
bninister in a controversy over 

1 manufacturers' and whole- 
i salers’ drug prices are also 

^ -^-"ithout foundation.
According to the society, it 

agreed to a contract 
iased on pharmacists’ drug

,

t IvA

costs plus a negotiated fee 
for service.

Ministerial allegations that 
the pharmacists' surcharge 
announcement was "prema­
ture” are not correct be­
cause, they say, a brief set­
ting out a proposed con­
tracturai agreement was j 
presented to the government 
in April, 1966.

The brief, claims the 
ciety, showed pharmacists j 
were losing 61 cents per wel­
fare prescription, and this 
climbed to $1.14 in 1968.

Finally, the pharmacists }| 
say a government threat to 3 
set up a centralized drug dis­
tribution centre for welfare î 
recipients would, if put into jj 
effect, relegate old-age pen­
sioners and other recipients 
to the status of second-class ! 
citizens by denying them the 
right to freely choose their 
pharmacist as they now do 1 
their doctor, dentist and j ’ 
other suppliers of health ^ 
services.

'

■t-% k$cJjrc> y,:ï.;ï'

y

ne agency urge< 
for handicapped

Province Victoria Bureau
byVICTORIA - A report 

the provincial trade and in­
dustry department recom­
mends establishment of a 
single co-ordinating agency 

y to find jobs for the handicap­
ped.

More than 150 organizations 
now exist in Greater Vancou­
ver and Greater Victoria 
alone, the report says, but 
there is a lack of cohesion so 
that "ultimate focus on the 
employment of the handicap­
ped becomes blurred.”

The report, intended as the 
first step toward a pilot proj­
ect study of employment op­
portunities for the handicap­
ped, was prepared by man­
agement consultant A. L. Wat- 
|son. It was commissioned Feb.
117 by Trade and Industry 
Minister Skillings, who tabled 
it in the House on Tuesday 
night.

"A single co • ordinating 
agency that serves as a re­
pository of information with 
respect to the accomplish­
ments of all agencies . . . 
should be given considera­
tion,” it concludes.

Also suggested was a "com­
petitive employment commit­
tee” with top-ranking repres­
entatives of business, industry 
and labor unions vying with 
each other to improve the lot 
of the handicapped job-seeker.

The report notes that there 
are 23,000 B.C. children known 
to have some permanent dis­
ability that will interfere with 
education or prevent full em­
ployment — but the study it- 
|self was limited to persons 
between the ages of 18 and 65. 

In this category It found 
bout 3,300 handicapped per­

sons looking for jobs to get 
off the social assistance 
and these are the main 

of the report.

A questionnaire was sent to ; 
745 employers, and slightly m 
more than half have respond- ~. 
ed. Of these, 22 per cent now 
have some handicapped work- pi 
ers and 53 per cent said they | 
are willing to hire some.

But of the total force now •;;/ 
employed by the firms ques- ; 
tioned, handicapped workers Ip 
represent only a half of one ' 
per cent.

Some employers said they 
had to consult the union or 

unions involved before hiring 
handicapped applicants. Some 
union spokesmen surveyed in­
dicated organized labor in 
B.C. supports the principle of 
such hiring but wouldn’t take 
the initiative.
The report recommends j 

possible tax incentives to, : 
businesses employing t h e | 
handicapped, urges that more 
on-the-job training be given j 
and suggests that employers 
provide job guidance to newly j 
discharged patients from 
mental hospitals and treat- | 
ment centres.
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\.C. to push 
egative incomei 

tax idea
By TONY EBERTS 

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - B.C. will take 

he initiative in introducing a 
r.:(new “negative income tax"!

approach to welfare services,g 
1 ^Premier Bennett told The!

Province Tuesday.
The premier, who first pro-? 

posed the plan at the Febru­
ary federal-provincial consti-j 
tutional conference, said the! 
plan could replace the present] ,
Welfare Hole cvelnn, whir-h 'f ■ >

v Simply doesn't work in Can-flB
ada, the U.S. or Britain." QOBB- 

Basically, it would be at$9 
,] form of subsidy for low in-16 
.come groups. At a certain.n 
i minimum level, an individuals 
“would cease paying incomd] 
tax and receive money instead!*: 

i— hence the "negative income?
• tax" label.

“As welfare programs now 
operate," Bennett said, “they, 
are like foreign aid — they; 
don’t go direct to the people;:
Thip would nut the help where", 
it IS needed the most and’, 
keep people off the dole."

The plan was mentioned 
briefly by Welfare Minister]
Campbell during debate overt 
his department's $87.8 million,1 
spending estimates Monday 
night.

Opposition Leader Strachan, 
questioned Campbell about 

!• reports that the number oft 
welfare recipients in B.C. had: 
risen by 20 per cent in the 
last few months of 1968 

a Campbell renlled that 
welfare system isn't working

I in B.C. or anywhere it is, 
used, and that several recent 
studies indicate about 65 per 
cent of those now on welfare 
will stay there indefinitely.

He said “some answers caii 
** fou“d h the negative in| 
come tax plan that could 
bring a new day to social! 
ff,™ '" Canada- « has been
^VUSCedhen,d^e ParU 

Bennett said Tuesday that

igsarB
|*ddedthat B C H<

‘'go it alone " eces
l-v!rs.t5*-d«

Fssrjffca1o-”yoftheregto„ndU,eeCOL

(tocVl^otKer^

I to •toMhe e«wda^* odjustc 
areas like th?îîïï„"eed» c 
Quebec,” BennnHritlmcs am
^ would take 0ev r8aiî’ “
many bating puÆ,0"

thepu^’ h,vjarErS'ir?



Wednesday, April 2, 1969

Alternatives studie
$1 drug

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Welfare Minis­

ter Campbell told the legisla­
ture Tuesday that his depart­
ment is looking at alternative 
means of distributing drugs 
jo welfare recipients to get 
laround the $1 surcharge B.C. 
^pharmacists want to collect.
| Campbell said one of the 
jpreas he is looking at is ex­
panding the government-oper­
ated mail order and walk-in 
plnig service in Vancouver 
Which now handles 30 per 
Scent of the drugs issued to 
ijpeople on welfare, 
j The minister also said he is 
jinvestigating the possibility 
jof distributing drugs through 
hospitals and health centres.
,j Campbell’s statement came 
jafter the Opposition called the 
(dispute between the govern- 
Iment and the B.C. Profession- 
jal Pharmacists’ Society “ar- 
jrogant and stupid.”
] The pharmacists served no- 
itice Monday that they will 
jbe levying a $1 surcharge on 
jeach welfare prescription dis­
pensed under the rates of pay­
ment followed by the provin- 

jcial government, starting 
lApril 15.
I Campbell said negotiations 
ihad broken down with the 
■druggists and “I have not 
■been asked for a further meet­
ing with the pharmacists,” 
abut he said he is studying the 
■alternatives.
3 Dave Barrett (NDP—Coquit­
lam) said this issue is a con­
frontation precipitated by 
NCampbell and ‘‘both sides are 
arrogant and are using wel­
fare recipients as tools in this 
jstupid debate.”
I ‘‘Have you any idea what 
m dollar means to a person 
ron welfare?” Barrett asked.

he said.



mise suspend
Strachan raps 
censure move

By ALEX YOUNG 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — In what parliamentary experts 
termed an unprecedented move, the Social Credit 
government majority Wednesday voted for the cen 
sure and suspension of an Opposition MLA.

Banished from the legislature for the balance o j 
the sitting of the 1969 session—a matter of only 
few hours—was Gordon Dowding, 51-year-old lawyer)

:ea m turn m of the obscure rule in May’s 
P a r 1 i amentary Procedure 
which Capozzi claimed made 
it improper for any partner of 
a member to gain financial 
benefits through promotion of 
a bill.

NO PRECEDENTS
Legislature clerk E. K. 

DeBeck said he knew of no 
precedent for the passage of a 
motion of censure against an 
MLA in B.C. There have been 
motions proposed in the past, 
he said, but they had always 
been withdrawn.

However, MLAs have been 
suspended by the Speaker on 
his own — the last case being 
the “naming” and suspension 
for the remainder of a sitting 
of former North Vancouver 
Liberal MLA Gordon Gibson 
for having said “money 
talks” in connection with the 
issue of forest management 
licences. That was on Feb. 16, 
1955.

Dowding will receive his full 
sessional indemnity of $8,000 
despite his suspension be­
cause he has met the require­
ment of attending a minimum 
of 40 sitting days of the 
session.

DOCUMENTS
Capozzi rose at the 2 p.m. 

opening of the final day’s 
sitting Wednesday to raise a 
question of privilege, quoting 
May and waving documents.

Dowding protested im­
mediately that he had ab­
sented himself from the com­
mittee and declared his con­
nection with the law firm 
promoting the Southwest bill. 
(His firm was then known as 
Dowding, Trasov, Deverell 
and Harrop. It is now Dowd­
ing, Deverell, Harrop and 
Wood, with offices at 2695 
Granville in Vancouver).

Dowding also argued that 
the matter raised by Capozzi 
could not properly be dealt 
with by the present legisla­
ture because it occurred in a 
previous legislature.

“The honorable member 
who has taken it upon himself 
to raise this matter,” he said, 
“was not a member of the 
House in 1966 and to raise this 
question on hearsay is rep­
rehensible and I ask him to 
withdraw any inference he is 
trying to make.”

Capozzi insisted Dowding 
had violated the rules laid 
down in May — rules ac­
cepted by this legislature. He 
then read from copies of

anger<
Strachan, declared:

“We have tried to be non­
partisan but, since the leader 
of the Opposition has gone 
contrary to the leader of the 
government, I no longer ask 
the member (Capozzi) to 
[withdraw.”
| After 2Vz hours of debate 
and three recesses called to 
permit consideration by the 
Speaker of details of allega­
tions and to hear Dowding’s 
explanations, the government 
finally approved Capozzi’s 
motion:

“I move that the member 
for Burnaby-Edmonds be ad­
monished by the Speaker and 
suspended from the service of 
the House for the remainder 
of this session.”

Murray then withdrew to 
notify Dowding of the results 
of the vote and to ask him to 
reappear in the House to be 
censured.

HUSHED
With Dowding back in his 

seat, Murray said in the 
hushed chamber:

honorable 
for Burnaby-

House, because partners in 
his law firm had earned fees 
in 1966 for getting a private 
bill through the House, setting 
up an insurance company,

motion — taken after 
Dowding absented himself 
from the House — Dowding 
was backed up by all mem­
bers of his party as well as by 
the six Liberal MLAs on 
grounds that Capozzi did not 
prove his charges nor give 
the House adequate time to 
consider them or to call 
possible witnesses.

POLICY MATTER
The government's vote 

against Dowding came after 
a hurried caucus of Socred 
MLAs, which indicated the 
vote was made am at ter of 
scandal.”
. At one stage of the debate 
on Capozzi’s motion, Premier 
Bennett urged i Capozzi to 
Withdraw his mtttipn and he 
was supported % Strachan. 
But then former highways 
minister Gaglardi got up to 
declare that he, too, joined in 
the appeal for withdrawal, 
even though Dowding had 
put h i m through “seven 
weeks of hell” during the 1963 
session with allegations about 
irregularities in a highways 
contract.

An angered Strachan then 
eaped up to déclare that, on|

“Mr. Member, pursuant to 
the order of this House, the 
chair is now called upon to 
censure you for a breach of 
the privileges of Parliament, 
namely that you were a 
partner in a firm which 
acknowledged receipt of 
pecuniary reward for services
involving the enactment of 
legislation.

“In accordance with the 
said order, you are suspended 
from the service of the House 
for the remainder of this 
session.”

POUNDED DESKS
Dowding then walked from 

the House and, as he passed 
through the door, NDP and 
Liberal MLAs pounded their 
desks to show their disagree­
ment with the Speaker’s 
açtion. Government members 
sat silent and grim, and Dave 
Barrett (NDP-Coquitlam) 
called out to them, “shame.”
; At Strachan’s press con­
ference, Dowding said he 
cqhsidered he had done 
nothing wrong.

“The only thing I regret is 
that I will now be unable to 
proceed with my bill on 
Commonwealth Trust, a bill 
which would correct the gov- 
Upment’s failure to properly

ie basis of Gaglardi’s state- 
lent, he was withdrawing his

be in the

!"



Thursday, April 3,

itraciian protests
iarm in a member of the 
louse sponsoring a private 
ill (the Southwest Mortgage 
ill had been sponsored by 
iert Price, the Socred MLA 

for Vancouver Burrard). But 
it was “reprehensible” for an 
MLA to render a bill for ap­
pearances before a com­
mittee.

MISLEADING
Dowding complained that 

the total quoted by Capozzi 
|was misleading because it 
probably dealt with matters 
other than the Southwest 
Mortgage bill. After having 
studied the document quoted 
by Capozzie, Dowding con­
firmed that the total was 
jbased on matters other than 
Southwest. The Southwest in­
voice had involved $2,500, of 
which $1,700 was reimburse­
ment for advertising an other 
expenses.

“I konw what is behind this 
mischief,” cried Dowding.

; Capozzie said he didn’t pre­
tend to know what was behind 
anything. All he knew was 
that the bill contained Dowd- 
ing’s signature.

He then made his motion 
for Dowding’s censure and 
luspension.

IMMATERIAL 
“The fact that he didn’t 

(vote is immaterial,” Capoz- 
jjzi said.

Dowding replied that he had 
| declared his interest in 1966.

“And I didn’t send any bill,” 
(he insisted.

Murray told Dowding: “The 
^member would not want to 
|prejudice his position until he 
pas examined the documents 

nd I would invite him to do 
|so with the leader of the Op- 
|position in my office.”

Str a chan shouted : “In 
3view of the statement made 
by the members for Vancou­
ver Centre, I want it made 
clear that some three or four 

! weeks the minister of industry 
said to me that he was going 
to get this member, that it is 
government policy, and I want 
the answer of the premier 

5 right now.”
Murray then recessed the 

House. The recess lasted 47 
I minutes.

SERIOUSNESS 
On his return, after meet­

ing separately with Capozzi 
and Strachan and Dowding, 
he declared:

regret having delayed 
; the business of this House, but 
i the seriousness of the allega- 
' tions presented made it neces- 
Jsary to hear representations 
; in camera from the leader 
(of the Opposition and the 
^member.

“I find on the basis of the 
Immaterial placed before me, 

ile some of it is irrevelant, 
is on the face of it a 

preach of privilege.
“However, there are certain 

alient facts with which this 
House should be acquainted 

ifore it votes on the motion 
which I must find to be in 

Border.
1 “The member was a member 
J of the private bills committee 
I in nineteen sixty six. He made 
lit abundantly clear to that 
1 committee that he would 
I neither vote nor attempt to 
lÿersuade the committee on 
|the bill. It seems that the 

deposit in connection with the 
(bill was submitted by his firm 

for that reason he ex.-_ 
i did not want to be

lived.
Secondly it was a 
latter before a previous 

Parliament and I haven’t had 
dme to determine whether 

» is a factor. Each member 
oust decide for himself when 

6 votes on this motion.
i I

must find that a breach of 8 
privilege has occurred. With f 
these reservations I find the 
motion presented by the 
member for Vancouver Centre | 
is in order.”

Dowding then said he had j] 
examined the invoice present- f 
ed by Capozzi and that it did ;] 
contain his firm’s name in the 1 
letterhead . . . but it was not | 
his signature on the letter. He 1 
said he could only surmise his | 
name had been placed on the a 
bill in keeping with the prac- ; j 
tice of law firms to place the ^ 
name of the senior member ,^j 
on pleadings and other legal I 
documents.

HANDWRITING
“Someone wrote my name Wi 

on it but it was not in my '£*-• 
handwriting.” he said. "The 
member alleged that the bill 1 
was for $9,000, but it really 
was not. It was for about 
$2,500, of which $1,700 was for ‘ i 
disbursements.”

“I said it was a total on the j 
invoice,” Capozzi said. “I 
apologize if I left a different 
inference. But his dictation 
initials were on the bill rend-

Dowding said that if he had 
known at the time that it was 
not considered proper for a 
member of his firm to deal 
with such a private bill, he 
would not have allowed it.

“The fact that I withdrew 
and declared my interest 
made it perfectly clear that I 
regarded my position as prop­
er with respect to Parlia­
ment,” he told the House. BSSSHBa

Bennett then got up to ask 
Capozzi to withdraw.

LAUGHTERS
“The very fact,” he said,

“that the Speaker has ac­
cepted the motion shows the 
seriousness of the situation.
However, I myself know what —— 
you are up against when ïM'Ojvpp 
someone else signs a letter ^™™Esae 
with your name on it.”

(MLAs laughed at this com- | 
ment, a reference to the 
“Dear Hal” case of 1965 in 
which public relations man A1 
Williamson was convicted of j 
forging Bennett’s name on 
letter seeking immigration j 
clearance for U.S.-Phillipines 3 
businessman Harry Stonehill j 
through Hal Dornan, then an 
aide to Prime Minister Pear- ] 
son.)

Bennett continued:
“While I think, Mr. Speaker, j 

that this is a very serious 
situation, and I am not trying 
to detract from that, I ask the 
member to withdraw the reso­
lution.”

Strachan joined Bennett in 
this request, pointing out that 
Dowding did not “practise as 
counsel upon a private bill.”

“This is specifically for­
bidden and the Speaker and 
the member have made it 
very clear that he did not con- j 
travene this basic rule govern­
ing every member,” Strachan

, ■'
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memberMurray said any 
subjected to allegations miist 
be given an opportunity to 
answer.

SEPARATED
Dowding then said he had 

separated himself in the 
House and in the private bills 
committee in 1966 from any­
thing related to the South­
west Mortgage bill, and had 
said so, with the approval of 
the then chairman of the 
private bills committee, for­
mer Vancouver Centre Socred 
MLA Alex Matthew. And he 
said, no official of the legis­
lature had raised any ques­
tion of the impropriety of any 
of his law partners dealing 
with the bill. Dowding said he 
was not the only lawyer-MLA 
to have been in such a posi* 
tion.

Strachan said the only ques­
tion to be considered was 
whether Dowding had an­
nounced his interest at the 
time and he had, thus 
Capozzi had no case.

Capozzi said he was not 
basing his case on hearsay, 
and again referred to invoices 
totalling $9,225 dated June 23, 
1966.

The bill was for professional 
services rendered, including 
“taking instructions, study of 
applicable law and standing 
orders of the legislative as­
sembly re incorporation by 
private bill, preparing petition 
to legislative assembly, pre­
paring bill ... preparing 
form of advertisement for the 
B.C. Gazette and other news­
papers throughout B.C. . . . 
obtaining approval of bill by 
private bills committee, sev-j 
eral attendances upon Mr.! 
Cantell (E. T. Cantell, super­
intendent of insurance) . . .**

Capozzi said the bill was 
dictated by Dowding and sign­
ed by Dowding, and Dowding 
shouted Capozzi was making 
false statements.

Capozzi said there was no

with this minister when he 
[spoke to me in the corridor 
and I am quite sure he had 
been talking to the premier. 
That minister was Mr. Skil­
lings (Industrial Development 
Minister Waldo Skillings, a 
close friend of Bennett).”

OBVIOUS PLOT 
Strachan said it was “ob- 

I yiously a plot to get the man 
who has been a thorn in their 
flesh.”
* “They have used nothing 
more than a debatable tech- 

i ideality. And even at that they 
had no proof, gave no chance 
ko examine the facts by a 
[committee. It is one of the 
rjnost despicable things to 
porce through a motion of this 
[kind without proof, to not give 
him an opportunity to testify 

Uhat the documents used were 
[not related to him. It is the 
[death rattle on the part of 
Uhis government.”
L In a telegram to. Dowding’s 
P o n s t i tuency association, 
[which coincidentally had 
Scheduled its nominating con- 
[vention for Wednesday night, 
fctrachan declared he backed 
liDowding for re-nomination
■ ’‘unequivocally.”

RUTHLESS
V The caucus supports 
1 portion Dowding and we urge 
Srupon you his re-nomination as
■ Candidate for the New Demo- 
lcratic Party,” his telegram 
l.ÿaid. “I also predict that he 
■iwill double his majority. We 
■•cannot allow a ruthless gov- 
Bemment majority to intimi- 
■{jlate Opposition members.”

sai<* 11tless
BHc o n ference in Strachan’s
■office that he “might” have

! The government’s vote 
against Dowding came after 
a hurried caucus of Socred 
MLAs, which indicated the; 
vote was made a matter of! 
government policy.

In a press conference later'] 
Opposition Leader Strachan] 
called the censure vote a 

[“despicable attack” on| 
[Dowding and a “partisan 
[political action” designed to] 
“get” Dowding for his effec-| 
tiveness in exposing govern-] 
mcnt blunders and mis-] 
[conduct especially in relation! 
t0

I At one stage of the debate] 
on Capozzl’s motion, Premier] 
Bennett urged JL

and h<

the law firm
had not been Continued 4>a next page
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Harassment charge 
at plane inquiry

Province Victoria Bureau
expensive than,times more 

use of a commercial airline.
membersThe Opposition 

directed their questioning of 
the ministers—Phil Gaglardi, 
Mrs. McCarthy. Mrs. Pat Jor­
dan and Mrs. Isabel Dawson, 
ministers - without - portfolios, 
and Health Minister Loff- 
mark—on the lines of whether 
they used the government air­
craft unnecessarily.

"I hope it won't be a com­
mittee of harassment as it 
has been,” Mrs. McCarthy 
said before she was question­
ed. “Some Opposition mem­
bers . . . really have not kept 
this in the proper context.

“They want to decide whe-

of ministers' use of govern­
ment aircraft.

Mrs. Grace McCarthy, min­
ister - without - portfolio, was 
one of the five cabinet minis­
ters and two high-ranking civil 
servants appearing before the 
fifth and final session of the 
committee.

On the basis of information 
supplied by aircraft dispatch­
er H. F. Norman and high­
ways departmental comptrol­
ler Alan Rhodes, Opposition 
members of the committee 
calculated that single-passen­
ger use of a government air­
craft is from three to eight

Continued on next page

Ümdgfends her use of planes.

_____



the government(her or not 
I should have a plane service. 
I didn’t think that was in the 
terms of the committee."

Dave Barrett (NDP — Co­
quitlam) said the commercial 
airline fare from Vancouver 

j to Victoria is $10, while use 
jof a government plane, based 
on per-seat, pcr-mile costs, 
amounts to at least $32.
\ A round-trip airline flight to 
prince Rupert costs about 
6100, he said, and by one of 
[the government’s five-seater 
aircraft totals $800.
I Earlier, Barrett reported 
ithat Mrs. McCarthy used gov­
ernment planes on 79 flights 
between Victoria and her 
pome riding in the fiscal year 
kpril 1, 1967, to March 31,

said Tfrs. Jordan, ‘‘since my 
office checks such things.”

After the four ministers- 
without-portfolio were briefly 
questioned. Loffmark gave 
what the Opposition members 
claimed was the best argu­
ment yet against non-essential 
use of government aircraft.

He said of 80 round trips 
between Vancouver and Vic­
toria he used a government 
aircraft only 15 times. Loff­
mark said he used the Air 
Canada flight nine times and 
B.C. Ferries for all the others.

Opposition members con­
gratulated him for his policy 
of instructing his office to 
arrange travel whenever pos­
sible by public conveyance.

“Even though you are a 
minister with a heavy port­
folio, attending two cabinet 
meetings a week, you man­
aged to use a government air­
craft very seldom,” said 
Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur­
naby Edmonds).

Barrett asked Loffmark if 
he was ever asked by one of 
the ministers - without - port­
folio who Was flying by gov­
ernment plane to a cabinet 
meeting if he would like to go 
along.

Loffmark said he generally 
found using the ferry more 
convenient and his office 
seldom bothered to check to 
see if someone was using a 
departmental plane.

‘I would suggest,” said 
Barrett, ' that there be more 
liaison between ministers so 
that, instead of being used by 
only one, there could be more 
aboard on the government 
plane trips.”

Gaglardi’s 1967 Lear jet 
flight to Alaska was raised by 
Liberal Leader McGeer.

McGeer asked Gaglardi 
about the Alaska trip’s pur­
pose and about -who accom­
panied the former highways 
minister.

‘‘There were three others 
on board,” Gaglardi replied, 
.‘lûne—fiL_lhem was mv son,

39 FLIGHTS
| Mrs. Jordan made 39 such 
Iflights to or from Kelowna, 
■nearest airport to her home 
griding, in the same period. 
■Barrett said Gaglardi made 93 
Ipfovincial aircraft flights be- 
Itween March and December 
lof last year, but committee 
Ichairman Evan Wolfe (SC— 
■Vancouver Centre) made it 
lelear the committee must con­
sider only the fiscal year end­
ing March 31, 1968.
I Mrs. McCarthy testified that 
pjshe leaves travel arrange- 
fjments up to her secretary, 
|j‘‘and I assume my office will 
jgget me to my destination the 
Ibest possible way.”
I 'T would rather go on a 
■government plane than on a 
^commercial flight.” she said, 
I”because it saves time . . . 
al take a government plane 
aonly if at the other end of the 
atrip there’s government busi­
ness to do.”
| USE OF PLANES
I Gordon Dowding (NDP— 
[Burnaby Edmonds) asked if 
I this meant she thought the 
[‘government planes should be 
Fused as much as possible, and 
IMrs. McCarthy replied that 
is he did.
1 Mrs. Jordan was questioned 
lover a case on March 8. 1968, 
■ when a government aircraft 
|was sent from Victoria to 
I Kelowna—a 3> 2-hour trip— 
| to pick her up and take her to 
[ the coast.
i‘ Barrett asked: "Was there 
I no commercial flight avail- 
fable in the time and money 
lit took to fly that plane ail 
|the way to Kelowna to pick 
| you up? There are three air- 
1 line flights per day."

that Gag-



bcicî*
at party chiefs

By IAN MacALPlNE 
The political uproar over a 

motion of censure and suspen­
sion of NDP MLA Gordon 
Dowding in the legislature 
Wednesday has spilled over 
prorogation and into a fight 
between Speaker William 
Murray and the two Opposi­
tion party leaders.

In an unprecedented move 
Thursday night — 24 hours 
after the legislative session 
ended — Murray called a

press conference at which he 
criticized NDP Leader Stra- 
chan and Liberal Leader 
McGeer for what he termed 
“malicious and politically-or­
iented” statements made 
after prorogation about his 
handling of the government 
motion.

And the party leaders res­
ponded Friday by saying Mur­
ray brought the criticism on 
himself by breaking parlia­
mentary rules in the affair.

McGeer said Murray’s con­
duct on the final day of the 
legislative session was such 
that he ‘‘must decide in his 
conscience whether he can 
usefully serve a future session 
in his present capacity as 
Speaker.”

“A most regrettable prece­
dent was set which could 
pave the way for a period of 
political witch-hunting in Bri­
tish Columbia,” McGeer told 
The Province.

Strachan said Murray 
‘‘earned” the criticism by not 
adhering to House rules and 
by co-operating with the So­
cial Credit majority in bull­
dozing the motion through at 
the last possible moment of 
the session.

The conflict erupted from a 
motion by Herb Capozzi (SC 
Vancouver Centre), sec­
onded by Don Phillips (SC— 
Peace River South), in the 
dying, hours of the session,

based on allegations that 
Dowding was guilty of a 
breach of House privileges in 
that his law partners earned 
fees in 1966 for getting 
through the House a private 
bill setting up an insurance 
company, while Dowding was 
an MLA and member of the 
private bills committee.

Dowding, at the time of the 
bill, had openly declared his 
firm’s interest in the matter 
and had refrained from voting

on or dealing with the bill in 
any way as an MLA. The bill 
setting up Southwest Mort­
gage Indemnity Corporation 
was sponsored by then-Socrcd 
MLA Bert Price.

C a p o z z i’s motion was 
passed by a 30-21 vote, with 
the NDP and Liberals voting 
against the Social Credit ma­
jority, and the Speaker or­
dered Dowding out of the 
House for the balance of the 
session.

k
Opposition party leaders 
“have enticed me to break 
the silence usually associated 
with the office of Speaker.”

Murray told reporters the 
Speaker does not judge that a 
breach has occurred. That is a 
question that has to be de­
cided by the House itself.

“The Speaker can only say 
it is a prima facie case— 
that’s as far as he can go. 
There was no alternative for 
any fair-minded Speaker that 
there had been, on the face of 
it, a breach of privilege,” 
said Murray.

He quoted from parliamen­
tary rules that ‘‘to guard 
against indirect influence it 
(The House) has forbidden ac­
ceptance of fees by its mem­
bers for professional services 
connected with the proceed­
ings in Parliament.

“It is also declared con­
trary to the law and usage of 
Parliament for any member 
to be engaged, either by him­
self or any partner, in the 
management of any private 
bills ... for pecuniary re­
ward,” he said.

“McGeer’s statement ac­
cuses the Speaker of the legis­
lature of partiality, while 
Strachan stated that the 
Speaker has to follow the dic­
tates of the government ma­
jority. Both these statements 
are malicious and politically 
oriented/’ Murray said.

He added that both party 
leaders in the past had ex­
pressed complete satisfaction 
with the Speaker, “but in this 
instance such admission 
would apparently not satisfy 
their narrow, selfish, political 
objectives.”

i jyhfgg

Itrachan, reached at his 
home at Cedar, near Na­
naimo, said he did not speak 
out because, as Murray sug­
gested, an admission of satis­
faction with the Speaker 
wouldn't satisfy narrow, se- 
fish, political objectives.

“It was to try to overcome 
narrow, selfish, political ac­
tions,” he said.

“I think he (the speaker) 
earned it in allowing the mo­
tion to go through and With­
out coming up with other 
things in Erskine May (a text 
on House rules) and other 
guide books.

“The Speaker is not the 
issue. But the fact remains 
that the Social Credit govern- 

j ment with the co-operation of

■
mm

■ the Speaker made a motion at
■ the very last moment they 

tEpW could make a motion and
■ bulldozed it through, and it
■ was out of order,” Strachan

I The NDP leader said he 
H 8P°ke to Murray before the 

motion was voted through and 
H advised him of other House 
H rules bearing on the question.

I He said one of them is that 
H such a matter he brought to 
H the attention of the House at 

the earliest possible moment. 
Strachan said Dowding JSJ 
this three years ago.

DELIBERATE
The NDP leader also 

pointed out that government 
members had the information 
a month before they used it, 
so it was obvious that it was 
“a deliberate attempt to get 
Dowding.”

Strachan also said that until 
now MLAs believed that, if an 
MLA declared an interest in a 
matter and didn’t vote on it, 
he was not guilty of a breach 
of privilege.

“The Speaker erred in not 
having Capozzi go and inform 
Dowding ahead of time that 
he was going to do this, and 
the Speaker should not have 
allowed that motion to go for­
ward,” he said.

McGeer also cited the rule 
that a matter of that kind be 
brought to the Speaker’s at­
tention at the earliest possible 
time.

“Mr. Dowding made it

In interviews with reporters 
after the session ended, Stra­
chan said Murray had no 
choice but to go along with 
the government majority, and 
McGeer suggested the 
Speaker displayed partiality.

On Thursday, at the first 
press conference he has ever 
called as Speaker, Murray 
said the statements of the two

Continued on Page 15 
See SPEAKER
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abundantly clear (in 1966) to 
the members of that day the 
solicitor-client relationship be­
tween the partners in his firm 
and the applicants for the pri­
vate bill, Southwest Mortgage.

“Furthermore, he met the 
requirements of the standing 
orders of our House by ab­
senting himself from voting 
on the bill. Nothing was hid­
den. If there was a breach of 
privilege the members at that 
time had total responsibility 
to bring it to Mr. Murray’s 
attention during discussion of | 
the bill.

isp? “This, too, is standard par- 
““![ liamentary practice. But the 

bill was sponsored by à gov- | 
eminent member, Mr. Price, 
and no question was raised 
about the impropriety of Mr. 
Dowding’s firm offering pro- 

H fessional services to South- 
west Mortgage and being paid 
for those services.

BAI) PRECEDENT
“To accept a motion from 

newly-elected government 
members such as the mover, 
Mr. Capozzi, and seconder, 
Mr. Phillips, on the grounds 
that these new members three 
years later just found out 
about the situation is a 
breach of parliamentary prac­
tices by Mr. Murray,” Mc- 
Geer said.

The Liberal leader said it is 
also a bad precedent be­
cause it will encourage other 
new members to rake the 
ashes of decisions made by 
previous parliaments.

He said Murray and Capozzi 
showed a lack of courtesy in 
not informing Dowding before­
hand that the matter would 
be raised in the House, so 
Dowding would have an op­
portunity to prepare a de­
fence. And he said Murray 
broke another rule by not de­
ferring his decision on a 
prima facie breach of privi­
lege to a future sitting day.

“The ultimate responsibil­
ity, of course, for one of the 
blackest moments in our B.C. 
legislative history must lie 
with Mr. Capozzi and the gov­
ernment members who sup­
ported his motion. The mem­
bers had neither seen wit­
nesses nor heard evidence be­
fore the trial was concluded 
and Mr. Dowding censured. .

“When political vindictive­
ness takes hold of the legisla­
tive assembly all the people 
became the losers,” said 
McGeer.
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Perhaps the first wi 
appointment of a royal 
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From budget for billioi 

to motion of censure
'By TONY EBERTS 

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislative 
session that started 10 weeks 
ago with a billion-dollar bang 
ended Wednesday night in the 
acrimonious, wake of a vote 
of censure.

| The throne speech that 
opened it told of B.C.’s first

I SI billion budget and con­
tained promise of wonders 
ranging from strip mining 
control to liquor law reform.

It ended on a down-beat, 
hut in between were many 
hills and x alleys—depending 
on the viewpoint.

! Spiced with provincial elec 
lion hints and the prospect 

loi the NDP’s leadership con- 
Jvention, the roller-coaster 
y ride was described by Pre- 
fcnivr Bennett as “the best 
(session ever.'*

i Prorogation came at 9:35 
is Lieut.-Gov. Nicholson per- 
ormed the closing ceremon 

He inadvertently red

the provincial budget by $999 
million when he said that this 
year B.C for the first time
had reached ............”~~
budget.

The figure 
billion.

What were the highlights

Then came 
ever budget, with its 
cash offers to home

Bs new 99
I cash offers tc home-buyers■
F..nd homeowners and in-B 

creased spending almost all* 
the way across the board. I 

Next xi as the start of de-^B 
bate on the controversial H 
strip mining issue, straddled^9 
by the first rumblings c.f 
rovcrnmcnl. role in the lonj 
monwe.lth group's (manciâT*^^^^*

^^^e^Zl^h^overrv ■
ment announced the royal 
commission investigation of 
the Commonwealth compan­
ies, promising that investiga­
tion xvould start “almost im­
mediately.”

A foxv days later began the^ 
long and often - overheated Ira 
battle over the government's» 
proposed loan of up to S3 mil-§9 
lion to help Commonwealth 3 
Trust stay afloat. Bennett ^ 
was grilled, criticized and 1| 
asked to resign, but survived 
a motion of personal censure.

Auto insurance changes be-j>|| 
gan to grab attention as a '}$] 
legislature committee studied 
the controversial Wootton i® 
royal commission report, and^ 
there were glowing reports 
about the government’s hu- B 
man rights bill. (B

‘WHITEWASH*
The Commonwealth issues 

slopped over into March, pro-| 
polled by thousands of words, p 
including such inflammatory! 
ones as “whitewash” and| 
“payoff.”

In mid-March came resig-j 
nation of the Commonwealth B 
royal commission members,| 
and charges and counter-! 
charges flew in the House! 
over who caused the resigna­
tions and who should do what 
next.

But the Commonwealth loan 
bill finally passed and soon 
went almost out of mind as 
fresh skirmishes broke out 
over the government’s new 
car insurance plan.

Lands, forests and water 
resources department estim­
ates raised some stormy de­
bate, and the public accounts’ 
committee got into some 
shouting matches over such 
things as Phil Gaglardi’s 
hotel room in Vancouver and 
the use of government air­
craft by cabinet ministers.

There were some disap-1 
pointments, again depending I 
largely on point of view.

WATERED DOWN

;1 and crime 
— ——•I'^-noation legisla- 

■ tion, for example, were crit- 
Biclzed a. being watered down.

• \ '

I F- ■/■*
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ns was the session

From budget for billioi 
to motion of censure

Bv TONY EBERTS 
Province Victoria Bureau

■ ‘'Tfciïi®

VICTORIA—The legislative 
session that started 10 weeks 
ago with a billion-dollar bang 
ended Wednesday night in the 
acrimonious wake of a vote 
of censure.

The throne speech that 
I opened it told of B.C.’s first 
I SI billion budget and con- 
Itained promise of wonders 
I ranging from strip mining 
|control to liquor law reform. 

It ended on a down-beat,

I but in between were many 
hills and valleys—depending 
on the viewpoint.

Spiced with provincial eloc­
ution hints and the prospect 
Tof the NDP’s leadership con­

vention, the roller-coaster 
jridi was described by Pre- 
Imicr Bennett as “the best 
(session ever.”
Prorogation came at 9:35

tis Lieut.-Gov. Nicholson per- 
ormed the closing ceremon- 
cs. He inadvertent

the provincial budget by $999 j 
million when he said that this; 
vear B.C for the first time; 
had reached a million dollar 
budget

The figure of course, is $1| 
billion.

What were the highlights?
Perhaps the first was the 

appointment of a royal com­
mission to study B.C. liquor

Then came that biggest- 
cver budget, with its new I 
cash offers tc home-buyers| 
and homeowners and 
creased spending almost all| 
the way across the board.

Next was the start of de l 
bate on the controversial 
strip mining issue, straddled 
by the first rumblings of thej 
government's role in the t'onvj 

mon wealth group's financial 
tangle.

By Feb. 21, the govern­
ment announced the royal 
commission investigation of! 
the Commonwealth compan­
ies, promising that investira- j 
lion would start “almost 
mediately.”

A few days later began the? 
long and often - overheated - 
battle ever the government’s L 
proposed loan of up to $3 mil-p 
lion to help Commonwealth 
Trust stay afloat. Bennett 
was grilled, criticized and 
asked to resign, but survived 
a motion of personal censure.

Auto insurance changes be­
gan to grab attention .... 
legislature committee studied 
the controversial Wootton 
royal commission report, and 
there were glowing reports 
about the government’s hu­
man rights bill.

•WHITEWASH*
| The Commonwealth issue 
slopped over into March, pro­
pelled by thousands of words, 
including such inflammatory 
ones as “whitewash” and 
‘payoff.”

| In mid-March came resig-B 
nation of the Commonwealth! 
royal commission B
and charges and 
charges flew

hflf passed

members, I 
counter-B 

the Hous^ 
with too i

■many loopholes.
" Other legislation included:

• Statute authority to create

I a major national park along 
the west coast of Vancouver 
Island.

^ Establishment of a law
reform commission.

• Consolidation of thel 
ing provincial court sys

•V&y / r

There were 50 sitting days,* 
1 three less than in 1968 but!
■ well above the average for thel
■ last 10 years, there were 501
■ afternoon sittings and 24 night I 

1 sittings, one lasting until alT
|most 4 a.m. |
l There were 79 bills intro-1 
Iduced, compared with 115 ini 
11968, and 47 public bills! 
losssed, compared with 

t year.
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legative Income Tax Plan 
Under Study by B.C. Gov't

Sun Victoria Bureau

(VICTORIA - B.C. is prepar­
ing to go it alone in the field of 
negative income tax, Welfare 

Minister Dan Campbell hinted 
Monday in the legislature.
He said the government is 

^studying it as a partial solution 
to the growing number of peo- 

Iple who cannot get jobs and 
■added it is not something which 
has to wait for the federal gov­
ernment to implement.
Campbell was speaking after

IMLAs were told that the num­
ber of people on social assist­
ance is growing rapidly and 
that more than half will never 

f j get jobs because advancing

I technology has made them 
unemployable.
Negative income tax is a sys- 

Item under which people who 
|eam below a certain amount, 
|have their income made up by 
|government in a reverse tax 
a process.

g WELFARE CASES RISE
The issue was raised by Pre­
mier W. A. C. Bennett at the 

< last federal-provincial confer­
ence but this was the first time 
it has been suggested in the 

legislature by a minister. 
Campbell’s reference came

I during debate on the estimates 
of the social welfare minister’s 

office.
NDP Leader Robert Strachan 
said the number on welfare 
rolls in the last nine months of 
1968 was 86,000, a 20-per-cent 
rise over the previous year 

when the average was 72,000.
The total at the end of the 

| year, he said, was 6,000 up on J the total at the end of Novem- 
Iber and 11,000 more than at the 

I end of October, 1968.
He said the total cost of wel­
fare for the nine months ended 
December was $41 million, com­
pared with $31 million in the 
similar period of 1967.

NOT-EMPLOYABLE 
Of the 1968 amount, the share 
borne by B.C. municipalities 
under a new formula jumped 
165 per cent to $8.2 million, he 
said, while the federal govern­
ment share increased to $20 

million.
The provincial government, 

! he said, paid $12.68 million, 
j which represented a decrease in J its proportion of the total 

] amount paid of 1.3 per cent.
Strachan said there were 

194,000 welfare recipients at the 
j end of December and he be­
ll lieves the figure now is more 

I than 100,000.
Although people on welfare

I are often called bums, more 
than half of them are not em­
ployable, he said.

LACK OF SKILL 
He said the annual report of 
the social welfare department 
said it has been found that after 
a period of industrial expansion 
there is a tremendous increase 
in the number of welfare reci­
pients and that there is no 
doubt the great majority of re­
cipients want employment and 
economic independence.
Strachan said the unemploya­
ble gre not acceptable to em­
ployers because of lack of skill 
or capacity for available jobs.

Campbell said in considering 
the numbers on welfare the 

most important thing is the ef­
fect of technology.
The system of welfare as it is 

now known in Canada, Britain

and the U.S. has been a com­
plete failure, he commented.
NEW DAY EYED

The provincial government, 
he continued, is now studying 
the introduction of negative in­
come tax which, with some 
modifications may bring a new 
day to the social services field 
in Canada.

He said he agreed with Stra­
chan that more than 50 per cent 
of people on welfare are unem­
ployable.

The government feels, he 
added, that some of the an­
swers can be found in the form 
of modified negative income 
tax.

Dave Barrett (NDP— Coqui­
tlam) said part of the reason 
for the dramatic increase in 
numbers on social welfare is 
due to the federal Liberal gov­
ernment.

“We have a prime minister 
who went around in the election 
campaign and said ‘I promise 
you nothing’. And that’s exactly 
what we got,” he added.
WINTER WORKS

He then referred to cancella­
tion of the winter works pro-; 
gram by the federal govern­
ment.

When this happened “The 
Vancouver Sun — that great un­
biased newspaper” — welcomed 
that move, he said.

“I dragged out editorials they 
had in the past condemning this 
government for not taking fair 
shareg_Ja_tha past in winter
I WELFARE DEBATÈ

Gaglardi 
Snoozes 
In House

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — New Demo-] 

cratic Party MLAs lulled Minis­
ter Without Portfolio Phil Gag-| 
lardi to sleep Monday night.

The former highways minis-] 
ter, who has been asked to head 
a task force to find jobs for the 
unemployed in the province, 
dropped off to sleep while Dave 
Barrett (NDP — Coquitlam) 
was appealing for greater gov­
ernment effort in the welfare 
field.

Barrett, at 11:45 p.m. was 
urging Municipal Affairs and 
Social Welfare Minister Dan 
Campbell to drop one of his 
portfolios so that he could de­
vote full time to welfare prob­
lems

He suggested that Gaglardi, 
the cabinet’s male unemployed 

employable,” would like a cabi­
net job.

‘I’m sure my appeal will 
wake up the minister I just re­
ferred to,” Barrett said.

“If we are going to maintain 
a room for him in the Hotel 
Vancouver, he should at least 
sleep there.”

At this point, while the House 
rocked with laughter, Gaglardi 
woke up with a start.

“It looks like a flop house 
over there,” said Norman Levi 
(NDP — Vancouver South).

works,” he said. “I call that] 
irresponsible editorializing.”

He said provincial Liberal 
MLAs should either cross the! 
floor to the New Democratic! 
Party or wire Ottawa denounc-| 
ing Trudeau’s ‘Just Society’.

When Barrett said it is up tol 
the federal government to im-[ 
plement a negative income tax| 
policy, Campbell interrupted : 
“That is not true.”

“Then get on with it,” Bar-] 
rett replied.
‘ARRIVE IN TAXIS’

Norman Levi (NDP — Van­
couver South) said he was in a 
regional director’s office re­
cently where he found the direc­
tor giving approval for pur­
chase of a tube of toothpaste 
worth 25 cents.

He challenged Campbell to 
visit Vancouver where he said 
there are welfare recipients 
driving to pick up their 
cheques, in taxis, “and they are 
stoned when they arrive and 
stoned when they leave.”

Giving out money alone is not 
a solution to the poverty prob­
lem in B.C., he suggested.

Levi, who is a social worker, 
said the department should pick 
one out of 10 families needing 
welfare, and give them $3.000 to 
$4,000 a year on a monthly 
basis.

“Look for people in need, give 
them money and let your social 
workers quit being bookeep- 
ers.” he said. “That is a great 
waste of trained personnel.”

Si m

M

Slash Burning Heli 
Most Economical

Sun Victoria Bureau 
Victoria — a legislature 

committee has come out in 
Ifavor of continuing to allow 
slash burning in B.C.’s forests 
[for the time being.

A forestry committee report 
filed Monday in the house said 
disposal of slash by fire is ex­
pected to remain the most eco­
nomical method.

It added that research into 
other means should be encour­
aged and that the question be 
considered again next year for 
the Interior and in two years’ 
time for the coast area. 
FURTHER STUDIES 

The committee called for- 
further studies on slash burning 
in the meantime and for a con­
tinuation of efforts by the de­
partment of transport to im­
prove special fire weather fore­
casts.

The report recommended an 
increase in the fire-fighting rate 
for forest service employees to

$1.75 an hour from $1.25, plus a| 
board allowance of $4.50 a day '; 
where meals are not supplied.

(The labor movement had ] 
asked for a substantial increase y 
in fire fighting pay, pointing out | 
that it is mostly loggers now j 
called out for this type of work| 
and that they receive union,| 
rates when fighting fires under?" 
the direction of forest compa-n 
nies.
LAND USE POLICY

(The forest service recom-l 
mended the $1.75 rate and em-i 

.ployers said that rates must not!
| be made so attractive they be-j 
come an incentive for people 
start fires.)

The committee also called forj^ 
a land use policy to be devel- ^ 
oped to encourage integrated^ 
use of Crown lands, under a 
committee made up of the min- J 
isters of municipal affairs, agn-h] 
culture, lands, forests and;| 
water resources, recreation and.f 
conservation, and mines and pe-c 
troleum resources.
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House 'Misled on Job Los!
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - A New Demo- 
c r a t i c Party MLA who 
claimed Friday that he was 
dismissed as an insurance 
agent after Social Credit mem- 

I bers attacked his right to sit 
| on the auto insurance commit- 
jj tee of the legislature, was 
! himself accused Monday of 
! misleading the house.

William Hartley (NDP — 
Yale-Lillooet) loudly defended 

B his earlier statement to the 
! legislature in 10 minutes of 
! pandemonium which saw 
[• house chairman Herb Bruch 
j threaten to force Opposition 
j: leader Robert Strachan and 
^ others to leave the chamber.
’ The uproar occurred before 

p.j MLAs gave third and final 
pj reading to two government 
r bills, amendments to the 
| motor vehicle and insurance 
| acts, setting up a scheme of 
I compulsory, no-fault insur- 
| ance in B.C.

I Hartley said Friday that as 
[Î an “odd coincidence” the day 
l'' the legislation was introduced 
[g in the legislature, he received 
!§ a letter from the insurance 
^ company with which he was 
l licenced that his contract was 
i y cancelled, effective today,

‘NOT POLITICAL’ 
p Hartley did not name the 
' company, Co-operative Life 
; Insurance Co., and a spokes- 
1/ man for the firm said later 

that the dismissal was not for 
||jj political reasons.

' Municipal Affairs Minister 
p.. Dan Campbell opened the sub- 

ject for debate, suggesting 
üy that Hartley was dismissed 
W. only as a life insurance sales- 
fâ man.

“That member misled the 
house,” Campbell shouted, 

H pointing to the NDP MLA.
“I did not mislead the B members. Today I received 

B two letters from the superin- 
.8 tendent of insurance (Tom. 

j Cantell) cancelling my life 
I and general insurance lie- 

I ences — although the minister 
suggested only my life licence 

j was cancelle d,” Hartley 
i shouted.

Attorney - General Leslie

I Peterson said he was sure 
every MLA would support

BILL HARTLEY 
. . . ‘didn’t produce’

Hartley if there was reason to 
believe he had been dismissed 
for his political stand on auto 
insurance.
PRODUCTION FACTOR 

“However, according to 
information I have received 
— I have copies of the corre­
spondence — his licence was 
terminated due to lack of 
production,” he said.

Peterson said that the let­
ters show Hartley had prod­
uced no new applications for 
fire or automobile insurance 
for the past two years and 
had sold only a small amount 
of life insurance.

He said Hartley was warned 
of this last year.

Strachan leaped to the def­
ence of his backbencher.

“Two months ago the mem­
ber from Yale - Lillooet told 
the house he had not been 
actively working in the insur­
ance field, but from across 
the way,” he said, pointing to 
the Social Credit benches, 
“there came a torrent of bar­
racking and harassment, any 
insurance agency would be 
embarrassed to find a cabinet 
minister attacking one of its 
agents, because insurance 
companies in the province 
want to be on the right side 
of this government,” Strachan 
shouted.

“That's why Bill Hartley 
was fired,” he snapped.

While Bruch hammered re­
peatedly for order, Strachan 
yelled: “That is straight dirty 
partisan politics.”

Bruch threatened to name 
the Opposition leader if he did 
not sit down, pointing out that 
he had called Peterson to 
order earlier.

“But only after you let him 
read from that letter,” Stra­
chan yelled.

After the uproar died down, 
Hartley expressed disappoint­
ment that the government did 
not accept amendments he 
proposed which would have 
allowed the government to go 
into the auto insurance busi­
ness. The amendments were 
ruled out of order by Bruch.

Hartley said there are 188 
insurance companies in the 
province with 188 general 
managers, 188 offices and 
staff, and that merging the 
insurance business into one 
government operated agency 
would reduce insurance costs 
by 25 per cent.

Hartley noted that Peterson 
had said that a number of 
actuarial studies will have to 
be done before the costs of 
the new insurance scheme 
can be determined, although 
he had predicted earlier that 
the new legislation would 
allow a 25 per cent reduction 
in premiums.
SUBSIDY CLAIMED

“This bill is politically moti­
vated, designed to sell as el­
ection propaganda to the peo­
ple of the province and unless 
you act, that is all it is,”

Alex Macdonald (NDpJ 
Vancouver East) asked 
much insurance companl 
will save through medical aad| 
hospital costs under the i_ 
fault accident section of thel 
plan being paid by B.C. Hos-1 
pital Insurance Service and! 
the B.C. Medical Plan.

He said at present these 1 
costs have to be met by the! 
insurance companies, but thel 
legislation changes this situa-1 
tion.

Hartley said this represei 
a subsidy to the companies.

Peterson said the amountl 
recovered by BCHIS and thel 
B.C. Medical Plan from insur-l 
ance companies in accident! 
cases is insignificant at thel 
moment.

He said it could be “sub-| 
stantial” in the future.

Macdonald then raised 
question or premiums varying] 
because of age, and said 
young drivers should not 
discriminated against by havl 
ing to pay higher premiums!

He said premiums shoultf 
vary according to accident 
and violation record only.

Peterson said he hopes thid 
will be studied by the insurl 
ance board which will be sef 
up under the legislation to set 
whether the risk is such a| 
certain age levels that thei 
should be differential rates.

Government backbt 
John Tisdalle (SC—Saai 
and the Islands) said no oni 
can forecast what premium| 
are going to be.

He said the legislation ' 
change the pattern of insurj 
ance and may need a seconc 
look.Hartley declared.

Bennett Held Elderly Citizen
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - A New Demo­
cratic Party MLA has described 
Premier W. A. C. Bennett as an 
sxample of an elderly citizen 
who is still making his contribu­

tion to society.

Universities 
Report Filed

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - Education Min-1

t
itter Donald Brothers has re-1 
ceived the Perry report ong 
higher education, it was learnedl 
today.

Brothers said in an interview! 
that he had not had time tog 
study the report submitted byl 
the advisory committee on in i 
ter-university relations, but sajdl 
he expects to take it to thel 
cabinet immediately after thel 
current session ol the legisla-l 
ture. The committee was! 
headed by deputy education! 
minister Dr. G. Nell Perry.

{LEGISLATIVE 
I TIMETABLE

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - Today Is the 

49th sitting day of the third 
session of the 28th B.C. legis­
lature.

The house sat at 2 p.m., 
rose at 6 p.m., sat at 8 p.m., 
rose at 11:58 p.m. Monday.

This is the 28th day of de- ! 
bate ou estimates. MLAs are I 
debating estimates of Social 
Welfare Minister Dan Camp­
bell.

A meeting of tile legists- I 
lure's public accounts com­
mittee was scheduled for | 
today.

Norman Levi (NDP—Vancou-] 
ver South) said during Mot 
day’s debate on the estimates o 
Spcial Welfare Minster Dll 

ntribu-lffampbell that there is a feelii 
| ghat old people are sick 
jmust be “put on the shelf’ 

when they reach a certain age. 
)v . He c*H*d f°r day-care centr

JHfor elderly citizens where >
- lean use the skills they used dur- 
Jjjging their days of employment 

‘Look at our premier
____________Ithere," he said. “Here he is," I
gggggggjpremier at 68 years of age.”

Bennett, with his back t 
ignored Levi’s remarks.
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Drug Challenge Face Plane Quiz
Ç,,n Riims,, B<it JU(i

Sun Victoria Bureau I 
VICTORIA — The provincial; 

government is considering ex­
panding its own drug distribu­
tion service to meet the drug­
gists’ threat to impose a $1 
charge on welfare patients.

Social Welfare Minister Dan 
Campbell said Monday the gov­
ernment already runs a mail-or­
der service for drugs for people 
on welfare.

He said he is now considering 
extension of this service, with 
distribution through other chan­
nels also, such as hospitals and 
health centres.

He made it clear the provin­
cial government is not prepared 
to accept the druggists’ argu­
ments for more money for pre­
scriptions dispensed to welfare 
patients.
ULTIMATUM

Campbell was commenting in 
ah interview on an ultimatum 
given his office during the day 
from the B.C. Professional 
Pharmacists’ Society.

The society, claiming to rep­
resent more than 500 pharma­
cies throughout the province, 
said that from April 15 there 
will be a $1 surcharge on pre­
scriptions dispensed to welfare 
patients, which will be payable 
by the patient on receipt of the 
prescription.

Representatives of the society 
said they had the backing of 
both members and non-mem­
bers, including department 
stores and cut-price outlets.

They said the surcharge is 
being imposed because they 
have been told the provincial 
government will not increase 
the amount it pays for welfare 
[prescriptions.
|‘JUST TALK’

Sam Bass, owner of London 
Drugs Ltd., said in Vancouver 
that in his view the provincial 
government is not really inter­
ested in going into the drug 
distribution business.

"That’s just talk,” he said,
I referring to the welfare minis­
ter’s statement.

Bass said he “pretty well 
goes along” with the stand 
taken by the druggists.

retail end of the pharmaceutical 
industry is caught in a cost 
price squeeze but does not see 
why the social welfare depart-* 
ment should be made the sea- - ’ 
goat for it 
UNCERTAINTY 

He said he has discussed the 
I matter a number of times with 
I the druggists and has told them 
he is not prepared to make any 
commitments because of the un- 

I certainty of continued federal 
I support for welfare assistance 

He said Ottawa has indicated 
the program will be phased out 

Referring to prices charged 
normally by druggists, Camp- 

jbell said they can vary between 
I different areas of the province 
and between individual drug 
stores in the same community, 
such as in Vancouver.

I Asked what he thinks will 
| happen after April 15, when the 
surcharge is due to go into ef-|> 

; feet, Campbell said he doubts 
I the society is speaking for 
every individual druggist.

I “I cannot envisage a situation 
| where a person will present a 
prescription to a druggist and:

; be refused service on tho basis:
I of $1,” he added.
BILL IT

“If the druggist wants to re­
cord it in his accounts by bill

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Six cabinet 
tinisters have been summoned 

,j appear Wednesday before the 
^legislature’s public accounts 
committee to explain the use of 
Provincial government aircraft.

Five of them — the four min­
isters without portfolio and 
Health Minister Ralph Loffmark 
— are wanted to give details of 
their use of the planes, includ­
ing some apparent weekend 
trips home.

The other, Highways Minister 
Wesley Black, is to be asked 
about government policy on use 
of the planes.

Two highways department offi­
cials are also to be called be­
fore the committee in a bid to

north van

|ing it, that is a possibility." * (Hie druggists said earlier', 
(that in emergency situations !. 
| they would expect welfare pa- : 
tients to be billed for the $1 if:? 
thev could not pay it immedi- V 
ately.)

Land Prices 1 
Labelled 
Too High

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The district of 

North Vancouver was accused 
Monday in the legislature of do­
ing nothing to bring down resi­
dential land prices by selling 
lots itself for $11,000-$12,000.

Municipal Affairs Minister 
Dan Campbell, who made the 
accusation, said municipalités

get the costs of operating the 1 
government’s air fleet and de-1 
tails of trips made.

The committee decided today 
to have the ministers and offi-j 
cials appear after being told of |j 
the lack of records of costs and y 
of trips by the planes.

Fraser MacLean, assistantj.j 
deputy minister of highways, j 
told the committee — which is I 
examining accounts for the year j 
ended March 31, 1968 — thatV;
Phil Gaglardi was minister of I 
highways for 11 Vi months of. the'; 
period.

He said Gaglardi. now minis- j 
| ter without portfolio, took a.. j -j, . 
very detailed interest in the air- ■ 
craft operations.

“People phoned to his secre- 
?w'tary and made a booking for^jk i 

where and when they wanted to /SE 
go and the flights were ap-

by that office, * Mac- Bp*■1proved .
: Lean added.

LOGS KEPT
He said no records were kept B* 

of the flights apart from the log BR 
of each plane required by the 
Department of Transport.

These logs, he said, were the L-ffl 
minimum required and did not L 
name passengers.

Trade and Industry Minister 
Waldo Skillings said that after ‘F© 
Black took over as highways ' 
minister a memorandum was 
sent to all ministers outlining 

I the conditions on which the 
planes would be used from then :

I on.
The memo, dated June 6,

1968. said the planes were for 
senior officials, deputy minis-k, 

iters and ministers and flights
Campbell, asked whether he (generally ire doing a poor job 

. ‘„ ,, \forô natuntc hllM lm affecting the market in land. —uhv a dneeist should in fact pav He said Province is trying had to be authorized at minis- H
*y hmg8rLtd -I am rot 10 market lots at Blair Rifle ter,al level, he said.

. ’ Hvjp on Range in North Vancouver and 11 also said there would be no
te thViw Vll* the. ^Surrey at 0.OOO to $3.500

Barrie Clark (L-North Van- 
couver-Seymor) said every lot 
sold by North Vancouver

bill.J Murray Dykeman, presi-,
dent of B.C. Professional Phar- _ ------- -------
macists’ Society, said any alter- bas been by public
nate program of government tender and a$ked y the minister 
aicHHhntinn ■ must meet two wante(j municipalities to sub- 

f sidize land costs.
Campbell said Prince George 

and the government had sucess- 
fully worked out a system for 
bringing municipally-owned lots 
on to the market in a steady 
flow to keep down the market 

'price. . .
Clark got no answer when he 

asked if the price for the Blair 
range lots included contributions

| distribution must meet two 
standards.

“The first is provision of ade 
quate prescription services In 
keeping with the level entitled 
to all citizens of B.C.,” he said, 

gists. He said this includes instant
"They’re in a- dilemma. The availability of emergency medi- 

Iruggist can't exist. He has to cations for residents, 
subsidize the government,” said COST FACTOR 
LOSS CLAIMED 1 “The second consideration

The pharmacists, in a letter | 
lelivered to Campbell’s office in ; 

his absence, said they are los­
ing $1.14 on each welfare pre­
scription dispensed.

At a press conference later 
they said this figure is based on 
actuarial study of the cost of 
dispensing, including a propor­
tion of wages and other over­
heads.

Campbell said^the government

g It also said there would be nol;
, flights outside the province ex-1 
cept to Watson Lake and White- 
horse on trips to northern B.C.
TRIPS LISTED

MacLean said no costs were® 
kept for the planes — two ^

1 Becchcraft with a maximum of ^
: five scats, one turbine-engined l 
Beechcraft with four seats and 8 

iü a Grumman Goose, which is | 
being converted to turbine j 
power. SL

Dave Barrett (NDP—Coquit-I'S 
lam ) said figures for the per-8 
iod from March to Decemberj-f1 

J1968 showed that during this i 
jtime Gaglardi made 93 flights 9 
in government aircraft, includ-P 
ing 43 from Kamloops.

Minister Without Portfolio|
; Grace McCarthy made 79 flights | 
back and forth between Victoria E

that the cost of any such pro- L, the cost of necessary arteriaI 
gram would be based «" *c- roads lnd »attr rapply. 
ituanal figures as are those! He asked why the lots had not costs on which prescription; been put on the market much B*'*„ana ,onn 1
prices to the public are sooner, adding "the land has and Vancouver,
charged. been sitting there for 10 years.” Minister Without Portfolio Pat

“The government presently. Campbell said the land was 'l.01, madc 39- to or from 
operates a central dispensary |released by the department of Kelowna, 
which provides limited medica- ; national defence only last year. Loffmark. "who had the high- 
tions in special welfare cases as Clark said the district munici- jest flccount of all cabinet minis­
well as distributing drugs to in- pality has three or four times as ;®rs m 1967-68,” made 24, 15 of

Campbell said the government istitutions throughout B.C. much land as at Blair but can thcm
low pays for the prescriptions ‘<Last August the fee-for-serv- not develop it because of lack 
mi the basis of 85 per cent of ice concept was discussed with. of low-cost funds.
hhe retail nrice the minister and as a result of® Bob Williams (NDP-Vancou- j ;

------ a jSver East) said Campbell cannot------- -----the retail price.
He said the pharmacists want 

| the price to be on a fee-for- 
service principle.

(Under this principle the 
price of a prescription is based 
on the costs of the drugs to the 
pharmacist plus an amount for 
dispensing, based on overhead 
costs.)

I said be

LUC 1U111ZO W.A v. ______ ______
those successful discussions 
contract was drafted based on 
the fee-for-service principle.

“We anticipated a joint signa­
ture with government by Jan. 1, 
1969, but Feb. 28 this year we 
were notified by letter from the 
minister that no adjustment 
could be made in payment for 
welfare recipients.

ver East) said Campbell cannot
expect North Vancouver district I— 
only to put its land on the. 
market at low prices.



Rental Grievances Boa ras 
Provided in Tenants' Bill

By IAIN HUNTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Municipal Af­
fairs Minister Dan Campbell an­
nounced Monday that he has a 
plan for a “tenants* bill of 

«Blights’* which he will present 
shortly to municipalities for ap­
proval.

■ He made the announcement in 
- the legislature in response to 

' - ; questioning from Norman Levi 
(NDP — Vancouver South) who 

I appealed for a revision of the 
present Landlords and Tenants 
Act, and charged that there is 
too much “rent gouging” taking 

-place in the Lower Mainland 
Barea.

Campbell, repeating an earli­
er statement by Attorney-Gen­
eral Les Peterson, said revision 

, of the act is one of the projects 
which will be tackled by a law 
reform commission, being set 
up under legislation passed at 

•-.f, this session.
The announcement came be­

fore MLAs approved the esti­
mates of the municipal affairs

DAN < 
. . . dra

ÎF.LI, 
inlation

.rag $55.9 mil-department, 
lion.

But in the meantime, Camp­
bell announced, a committee

Officials Disagree 
On Hotel Bills

Sun Victoria Bureau inion the government does not 
: VICTORIA — Two civil serv- maintain this accommodation — j 
]ants disagreed Monday on prin- |he (Gaglardi) has his own ex- 

I Iciples governing the payment of pense account and the right to *
*j cabinet ministers’ hotel expen- 
Ises.

Provincial comptroller-general 
gC. J. Ferber told the legisla­
ture's public accounts commit­
tee that ministers of the crown 
j may bill the government for 
1 accommodation out of Victoria 
awhile the legislature is in ses- 
1 sion.

The provincial secretary’s de 
ipartment comptroller James 
T| McDiarmid, said this is not al- 
j lowed — although he once ap- 
gpoved such a bill by mistake.

The committee was examin- 
ling Hotel Vancouver accommo- 
! dation kept by minister-with-out 
a portfolio Phil Gaglardi on 
|year-round basis — including 
I the period while the House was 
gin session last year.
I IN ERROR’ *

McDiarmid admitted to the 
■committee that he had been “in 
terror” in approving a hotel bill 

i Vancouver for Gaglardi dur- 
|ing the last session.

He said the has laid down 
lolicy as comptroller for the 

provincial secretary’s depart­
ment, the departments of health 
land welfare, and for ministers 
■without portfolio, that ministers 
■ of the crown — like every other 
|MLA — must use their living 
1 allowances while out of town 
■during the session.

The government will pay only 
■travel expenses during this 
gtime, he said.

“There is nothing wrong if. 
Ithe government wants to 
■maintain accommodation for
■minister out of 
jDiarmid said,

town,”

use it in areas he sees fit.”
Dave Barrett (NDP Coqui- | 

tlam) — said the vouchers \ 
shows Gaglardi billed the gov­
ernment for the hotel accommo- ; 
dation in Vancouver while he 
was receiving his sessional in­
demnity last year.
NOT REIMBURSED*
Barrett asked if Gaglardi had 

reimbursed the government for ; 
this or other Hotel Vancouver ; 
bills during the session of 1968. t 

“No, not to my knowledge,” 
said McDiarmid.

Ferber was asked in turn if j 
Gaglardi has ever reimbursed j 
the government for his hotel ac­
commodation during sessions.

"No, and in my opinion he is \ 
not required to,” Ferber said.

He said he had discussed this * 
question with the attorney - 3 
general’s department a number jj 
of years ago. tt had been de-| 
cided that ministers should not j* 
be required to meet out of their | 
sessional indemnity during sit-1 
tings of the house those expen-! 
ses which they incur on govern- § 
ment business while out of the) 
capital.

“Mr. McDiarmid Is a depart-1 
mental comptroller and they j 
are supposed to lay down de-| 
partmental policy,” Ferber said. I 

“But I disagree with Mr.| 
McDiarmid on this issue.

"If he wants to apply this! 
policy at the departmental level I 
and if it doesn’t come through | 
to me, it stands.

But I would approve it,” he 1

headed by himself and Peterson j 
has drafted legislation which j 
will be distributed to municipal-[ 
ities shortly for their comments. [ 

It is an attempt to codify t 
landlord and tenant relation-1 
ships and will be a move toward 
a tenants’ bill of rights,” Camp- [ 
bell said.
BILL TABLED 

He then tabled a draft bill | 
that would allow establishment! 
of a system df municipal rental I 
accommodation grievance! 
boards by municipal councils.

The boards, to be set up s 
under the enabling legislation' 
would havethe right to examine f 
dwelling units subject of ap- 
peals and to summon witnesses;^ 
to hearings.

It would hear appeals by land-1 
lords or tenants that terms of| 
leases were not being adhen 
to or that the rental bylaws set! 
up by municipalities were notf 
being observed.

Under the draft bill, munici-fc 
palities would be able to pre-| 
scribe the amount of notice of a 
rent increase to be given, theL 
amount of notice of termination 1 
to be given by a landlord (ex- j? 
cept for cause), the amount of g 
notice of termination to be I 
given by a tenant, the level ofl 
service and maintenance to be 3 
provided, and the conditions of| 
entry ior inspection of rental* 
accommodation by the landlord,! 
except in cases of emergency. 
BINDING DECISIONS 

Decisions of the grievance! 
boards set up under the ena­
bling draft would be binding, g 
unless either party decided 
appeal to a county court judge.)

Later, Levi sr;d in the hou; 
that while the government cad 
bring in speedy legislation on. 
strip mining and auto insurance,! 
it cannot find the time to bringg 
in a bill to protect tenants.

Campbell said because the| 
bill represents a new area ofl 
jurisdiction he wanted to give I 
an opportunity for public discus- g 
sion on it.

Me-1 said referring to GagUrdi’s ac-| 
1 commodation in Vancouver.
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Mining Réclamation Lav 
Pass Their Final Hurdle

above the previous maximum of 
$500 an acre — to ensure recla­
mation in difficult areas, and a 
more detailed report on what a 
coal mining company plans to 
do in its operation.

This plan will need approval 
by all four resource ministers: 
mines, lands and forests, con­
servation and agriculture.

Strachan said that under “the; 
white glare of publicity” the 
companies had to admit they

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — B.C.'s new min­

ing reclamation laws passed 
their remaining stages in the 
legislature in less than 90 min- 
lutes Monday night and now 
ineed only royal assent to come 
! in to force.
I The laws, which are in line 
iwith a unanimous report by an 
| all-party legislative committee, 
(provide for reclamation of 
j strip-mined areas rather than 
[restoration as originally pro­
posed by the government.
; During the brief debate, Op­
position leader Robert Strachan 
I s<d_d the laws are due to the 
; presentation by The Sun and 
• the CBC of what has happened 
Sin other areas and what could 
ihappen in B.C. without legisla­
tion.
! He said the people of the 
province owe a debt of grati­
tude to both media.

. The legislation also provides 
jjfor an appeal procedure, in- 
Screased performance bonds —

necessary before mining pro­
grams are approved so the gov­
ernment will have the best ad­
vice possible on types of recla­
mation to be used.

did not have the right to do as 
they please in B.C.

He said without the publicity 305 
provided by The Sun and thejljj 
CB.C even the present legisla- 0% 
tion, with all its errors, would 
not have been presented.

Strachan said some peopleflj§| 
from outside the province with;§Èî 
experience of strip mining had^yi 
said the B.C. legislation is vp 
weak but “any legislation 
better than no legislation.” • • 

Allan Williams (L—West Vai 
couver-Howe Sound) said every- 1 
one should be grateful to those . 
who had drawn attention to the 

i problems of strip mining.
' Answering NDP complaints 
I that the legislation appears to 
■ allow pollution of watercourses ^ 
providing they are reclaimed % 

Minister Frank

ames
NESBITT

VICTORIA — I like Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
■ mark’s courage in telling Greater Victoria to ‘gel 
I cracking’ with hospital construction ... or else.
1 The delays, and the bum- 
| blings of officialdom that are 
[j going on around here, as I 
j have noted before, are truly 
I incredible. Talk about the 
“do-nothing” society. We have 

| it right here. Certainly where 
hospitals are concerned.

I Mr. Loffmark is now reach­
ing the end of his tether. He’s 

j fed up, and so he should be. 
j Now he had best get out a 
H great big government stick 
n and wield it with vigor, let­

ting the chips fall where they 
may.

Mayor Hugh Stephen of Vic- 
- toria, head of this region’s 
hospital planning board, 
agrees with Mr. Loffmark 
that the present bog-down 
should no longer be tolerated.
Apparently Mr. Stephen, like 
Mr. Loffmark, has had it — 
the mass dilly-dally that is 
wrapping itself around hospi- 

I tal construction.
“It may be interesting to 

I find out who is delaying 
what,” says the mayor, some­
what mysteriously, indicating 

|i there is some pin-head throw- 
i n g of monkey-wrenches 

;> j somewhere along the line.
|i Petty politicking and par- 
• ! ochial antics are, it seems to 

me, being indulged in while 
f thousands of people suffer it 
y out waiting for hospital beds,
Efor which they are paying, 

but cannot get.
g; Get out that big government 

stick, Mr. Loffmark, and let it 
^ifajl where it deserves to fall.

later, Mines 
[Richter said this is not the in-. /: 
tention.

He said the reclamation re­
fers to streams which are Pol-S|l 
jluted now and is not intended to ;'.M 
jpermit pollution of other water- |M 
Jcourses.
j Richter said experts from 
Jother government departments gp 
sand university and other outside ' ; i- 
; sources will be called on as

On Trust Firms MAYOR HUGH STEPHEN 
. . . agrees with Loffmark

“presents clearly the financial? 
position of the company," and! 
the fairness of statements of 
source and application of funds. 
NOT ELIGIBLE

Dowding’s bill also states that1 
a person is not eligible to be! 
elected a director of a trust 
company if he is a director of a| 
chartered bank, other trustf 
company, or corporation carry-? 
ing on a loan business, or if he; 
holds in his own right common? 
shares of the company on which1 
less than $5,000 or such greater 
amount as the bylaws of the’ 
company require, have been! 
paid up.

It would make liable directors^ 
of a trust company where mo-f 
neys are paid out impairing the 
capital of the company or ren-j 
dering it insolvent, who, being 
present at the directors’ meet­
ing authorizing the action, do^ 
not record their protest in wri-». 
tint or, if not present, do notl 
protest within eight days to the! 
minister of finance.

.

ms om would impose the same 
(duties on trust companies in 
B.C. as now apply to this type 
of business in Alberta and On­
tario.
KEEPING REGISTER

The bill would require that 
trust companies adhere to sec­
tions of the 1967 Trust Compa­
nies Amendment Act in B.C. 
which call for:

Keeping a register of share­
holders;

Opening for inspection by 
members of all documents re­
ferred to in annual reports;

Public declarations by direc­
tors, senior officers or share­
holders of direct or indirect 
beneficial ownership of capital 
securities of a company;

Auditors making annual re­
ports to members shall state 
whether the financial statement

-vi

liSI

[referred to in their

SET
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FOTHERINGHAM
elected in last summer’s byelections 
and it takes at least one session to 
learn the sly strategies and games­
manship of the house. It’s commonly 
agreed in Victoria that one reason 
the session is shorter this year is 
that Perrault is gone. Perrault felt 
he had to get into every debate, to 
record his party’s views on every 
subject and to plunge into every 
crossfloor battle. It was his style. It 
got him, a lot of headlines over the 
years but it didn’t gain his party any 
seats. It’s not McGeer’s style. He 
tries instead to pick his spots.

“Bennett is a bully. But like all 
bullies he secretly fears being over­
thrown. That’s why he won’t allow 
the opposition any of the simple 
courtesies and rights given in other 
provinces. With him, might is right. 
Okay, that’s the way he plays it. In 
the bullring. I don’t want to go that 
way. There are other ways of getting 
your message across.”

So he continues the restrained ap­
proach of the Liberal party this ses­
sion — and slips out to record another 
hot-line message for another radio 
station in some upcountry town which 
has shut out the Liberals — as has 
every non-metropolitan riding in the 
province.

“Look. The session lasts nine 
weeks. That leaves 43 weeks in the 
year. Which really impresses the 
public? What an MLA does in 9/52nds 
of the year? Or 43/52nds of the year? 
We’ve got to make much of our con­
tribution outside the house. An op­
position MLA is not allowed to make 
a worthwhile contribution here.”

VICTORIA — WHEN THE LEAN 
figure of Patrick McGeer saunters in 
through the side door of the legisla­
ture while a speech is in process, the 
hoots come up from the Social Credit 
backbench wits: “Here comes the 

hot-liner. He’s off 
^the air now.” Me- 

» Geer grins that 
boyish grin and sits 
down. He takes the 
ta unts, convinced 

J that the experiment 
m. he is conducting is

Q* the right one and 
that it eventually 
will succeed. I 

doubt that it will, but it’s an interest­
ing experiment, one that will be de­
cided by the guinea pigs, the voters 
of B.C., over the next couple of elec­
tions. What McGeer feels is that the 
legislature of the province, as it is 
now conducted, is almost irrelevant 
to the political process. The lack of 
a Hansard to provide actual records 
of what goes on, the lack of facilities 
or rights for opposition parties, the 
legislation-by-exhaustion techniques 
of Premier Bennett, the daily battle 
of insults — McGeer hates it all. He 
knows he can never win by fighting 
on the bearpit terms that now prevail. 
He thinks that the people of B.C., 
offered something else, will show that 
t&ey çÿseoMxJtiOX Ate it either,

THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF
comment around Victoria this session 
on the lack of impact made by the 
Liberals. There are only six of them, 
of course, but some people thought 
with new leader McGeer and the slip­
stream of Trudeaumania (remember 
that?) they would be able to come 
across with more sock. They have 
not. One reason is they obviously 
miss their experienced debaters. Alan 
Macfarlane has been elevated to the 
bench. Ray Perrault has gone to Ot­
tawa. And, going back a bit, Harry 
McKay of Fernie had his seat ingen­
iously wiped out by redistribution. By 
contrast, two of the replacements, 
Oak Bay’s Allan Cox and North Van- 
Capilang^ toe Brpusson. were just

IT’S NO SECRET WHAT THE 
Liberal plan has to be. If the Socred 
regime is falling apart and if there 
is indeed a ceiling on that basic NDP 
appeal to 35-40 per cent of the elector­
ate, the Liberals have to escape 
from the comfortable middle class 
ghettos into which they’ve settled, 
They’ve got to get out of Point Grey 
and Oak Bay and into the boondocks.

feeding of material from the legisla­
ture to radio stations and small 

certain upcountry1.lewspapers 
idings which he hopes to knock over, 
le’s somewhat resigned, somewhat 
litter, in his feelings toward the met­
ropolitan press. He feels he doeà 
tot get a fair shake from the Van- 

which, he claims.couver napers 
want only headlines. “Look, I could 
get on the front page of the Vancou­
ver Sun tomorrow. It's easy. I just 
attack Premier Bennett in outlandish 
terms. But that’s playing his game. 
That’s what he wants.” McGeer 
won’t get into the slanging match 
and so he ends up on page 26. He 
feels he’s making an impact up- 
country but that he’s not allowed to 
in the metropolitan press. So he 
slips out the side door and continues 
the subliminal approach through the 
lot-lines.

“THIS GOVERNMENT IS IN THE?
lame position as Quebec was under) 
Duplessis. in power so 

long that anything goes. Voters have 
lost the ability to be shocked. They 
are now. used to being bribed with 
their own money, 
think there’ll coi 
People will get tired of having their 
morals corrupted. I thmk if you 
can show them there is another way 
of doing things, that government 
doesn’t have to be run this way. I 
think theyld prefer another way. I 
may be wrong. But I'm not going to 
change my approach. I’m not going 
to get down on the floor of the bear- 
pit and play the game by his rules. 
If I’m wrong and it’s clear after say 
ive years that my approach won’t 
vork then I’ll go. Someone also can

But eventually I 
; an end to it.

« 11U V- J117-9.1 JKJlb
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’ofice Brutality Charges 
Shown Unfounded-Peterson;

Sun Victoria Bureau j
VICTORIA — Allegations of 

police brutality to Indians at 
Sechelt are without foundation, 
Attorney-General Leslie Peter­
son said Tuesday after receiv­
ing a 60-page report from a 
special investigator.

He said the allegations, made 
earlier in the legislature by 
lawyer-MLA Tom Berger (NDP 
—Vancouver Burrard) were not 
substantiated by the report of 
departmental inspector Archie 
Plummer.

Plummer, he said, inter- : 
.viewed 62 people in Sechelt, in­
cluding 35 Indians, apart from 

I the police.
“It appears that the allega­

tions are without foundation,” 
Peterson said, and added he 
feels a great disservice has 
been done both to Sechelt Indi­
ans and the RCMP officers who 
served there.

[•PARTISAN* REPORT
Berger said at a press confer­

ence later the report is a par­
tisan one following an incom­
plete investigation.

Peterson said any further in­
vestigation is up to the RCMP 
or to the federal department of 
Indian affairs, to whom copies 
of the report have been sent.

He pointed out that Plummer'

I suggested the inquiries be con­
tinued to establish the authen­
ticity or otherwise of the com­
plaints, “bearing in mind the

I possibility of mischief charges 
under the Criminal Code.”
The allegations were raised in 

I the house by Berger at the end 
I of February.

He detailed seven instances in 
which he said Indians of the 
Sechelt reservation were beaten 
and abused by members of the 

RCMP detachment.
Berger charged police brutal- 

lity and alleged also that the 
RCMP had failed to come to the 
aid of Indians on the reserva­
tion in cases of trespass and 
once in a case of near-drown­
ing.
CONSTABLE KELLY’
Berger said he raised the 

charges because he was con­
vinced they are true.
He said that after he ap­

proached the attorney-general’s 
department about them last, 
November the frequency and 
violence of the beatings by pol- 

j ice had mounted.
Plummer, in his report, said 

that there was continued refer-i

ence in the allegations to a Con­
stable Kelly.

He said he interviewed the 
seven members of the RCMP 
detachment and learned there is 
no Constable Kelly stationed at 
or near Sechelt, neither do offi­
cers there know of a constable 
of that name ever being sta­
tioned there.

He said that of the 27 non-In- 
d i a n s he interviewed, none 
would agree that the relation­
ship between the Indians and 
the village of Sechelt or the 
police had deteriorated.

In fact, he said, they spoke 
generally of a gradual but 
maintained improvement in re­
lations.
‘LACK OF CONTROL’

“During my investigation it 
became apparent that the mem­
bers of the non-Indian commun­
ity and the majority of reserve 
residents interviewed by me 
were of the opinion that the 
Indian band’s business has suf­
fered considerably through lack 
of proper control,” he added.

He said this was due to the 
band having had, for some con­
siderable time, no chief.

“During this time, and even 
when there was a chief, it 
seemed that the control rested 
almost solely with Mr. Clarence 
Joe. band manager,” Plummer 
said.

“I received complaints from 
both Indians and non-Indians at 
the difficulty of having to do 
business with him.”

He said another oft-repeated 
complaint was the loss by fire 
on two occasions of the band 
records when they were in the 
custody of Joe.

Plummer said it was1 sug-1 
gested to him that now thel 
band has a new chief, Henry " 
Paul, the band books should be| 
produced and given to him fork 
safe custody.

He said he also found among I 
the Indian residents a reals 
physical fear of the local native | 
control exercised over the t-ndg 
members.

Referring to allegations byj 
Berger that in most cases vic-f 
tims of brutality were notS 
charged, Plummer said itg 
seems the MLA had been misin-1 
formed.

“Charges were laid, seizures 
made, goods recovered, reports 
made, or in the case of drunks 
the persons picked up were re­
leased when sober in accord­
ance with departmental policy,” 
he added.
BERGER’S REPLY

Berger said at a press confer-8 
ence there should have been an^ 
independent inquiry.

He said instead the attorney-1 
general had sent in a policeman | 
in the employ of his department! 
who had produced an obviously | 
partisan document. (Plummer| 
is a former Vancouver city po-f 
lice officer.)

Berger said after interviewing! 
only some of the Indian wit-1 
nesses, Plummer went to the p 
RCMP, who denied they had| 
been guilty of misconduct.

In respect of the mention by g 
Plummer of possible charges of . 
public mischief, Berger said he a 
regards this as intimidation off 
the Indians.

Bennett Cool to Bridge Plea
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - Premier W. A. 
C. Bennett indicated Tuesday 
that the provincial government 
does not feel any responsibility 
to help pay increased costs of 
the second crossing at Vancou­
ver’s First Narrows.

He was commenting in an in­
terview on a suggestion by Van­

couver Aid. Hugh Bird that thei$ 
provincial government increases 
its pledge by $10 million be-f 
cause estimated costs of the ap-p 
proaches have risen to between ? 
$43.1 million and $62.1 million.

“Just because the federal and$ 
municipal gov-rnments have de-jf 
layed in building the crossing isl 
no concern — is not the respon-i 
sibility of the provincial govern-| 
ment,” Bennett said.

Does this mean the province! 
will not reconsider its $27 mil-g 
lion offer to help pay for toll-| 
free sections? he was asked.

“I have made my statement,”! 
he said, “and I say that in goodgj 
humor.”
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irst in Launching 
Brutality Probe, House Told

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - An RCMP in- 

Ivestigation into charges of pol- 
lice brutality against Sechelt In- 
Idians was already going on
■ when an MLA raised the allega­
tions in the legislature, said a
■ report filed Tuesday by Attor- 
I ney-General Leslie Peterson.

The report, by departmental 
I inspector Archie Plummer, said
■ the RCMP investigation stopped 
[when Tom Berger (NDP—Van­
couver Burrard) brought the 
I matter to the house.

Plummer said the RCMP in­
vestigation was requested by 
| the officer in charge of the Se- 
Jchelt detachment, identified as 
|Corporal Orville Underhill, after 
gband manager Clarence Joe had 
{[complained that his son had 

been injured while being ar 
grested.

The complaints was made to 
8assistant deputy attorney-gen- 
geral A. L. Pearson late last 
[year, the report said.

It said Pearson wrote the 
B head of the RCMP criminal in- 
1 vestigation bureau advising Joe 
■had complained about Corporal 
1 Underhill regarding unneces­
sary charges being laid and al- 
lleging lack of interest by him in 
a Indian band matters.

JOE COMPLAINED 
Plummer said after the mat- 

gter was raised in the house he 
■began an investigation on the
■ instruction of the attorney-gen- 
I eral.

Referring to eight specific al­
ii égalions made by Berger,
I Plummer went through them in- 
I dividually.

The allegations were:
No help from police in a close

■ drowning incident when one of 
1 three Indians fell off a pier: 
gplummer said statements he
.obtained from Indians and pol 
lice reports made at the time 
Jshowed police were there within 
Jless than two minutes, assisted 
■in the rescue and took three 
1 people to hospital.
I GIRL SEARCHED

A 17-year-old girl kicked for 
I refusing to answer questions 
I about a breaking and entering 
I Plummer said the girl claimed 
I! to have been arrested and 

slapped by a Constable Kelly — 
I whom he says elsewhere in his 

I ; report does not exist. Mrs. In- 
I grid Underhill, wife of Corporal 
j Underhill, called in to search 
‘ the girl, said no unnecessary

force was used on the girl, who 
was kicking and fighting, and 
the officers concerned were 
gentle and patient with her.

A 27-year-old man hit in the 
mouth after refusing to answer 
questions by three RCMP offi­
cers who approached him on 
the reservation: Plummer said 
this man claimed one of the 
officers was Kelly, and that he 
had to go to hospital with an 
abscess as a result of a beating. 
A doctor who saw the man for 
an abscess said it was absurd 
to claim it came from a beat­
ing.

A 24-year-old man picked up in 
a drunken state and assaulted; 
Plummer said the only evidence 
is of the man being punched in 
the eye by another Indian 
whose boat he had taken with­
out permission. This man also 
alleged the presence at the in­
cident of the non-existant Kelly. 
TOLD STORIES

Two out of five youths as­
saulted after being caught on 
the reservation with liquor: 
Plummer said the stories told by 
the youths did not back up their 
allegations.

A third youth assaulted on the 
same occasion: Plummer said 
this youth also alleged he was 
struck by the n o n -e x i s t e n t 
Kelly.

An 18-ycar-old youth arrested j 
on a beach, struck in the eyel 
and nose and attended by a I 
doctor next day: Plummer saidfi 
there was a scuffle as another,! 
Indian tried to prevent the ar-Ê 
rest. The matter was gone into! 
before the magistrate who ruled! 
no unnecessary force was u$edfl 
by police.
STOLEN TIRES

Roundup of all' young people I 
on reserve after breaking and! 
entering at a Sechelt bowling! 
alley, with a 12-year-old needing! 
medical attention after being hit! 
in the face: Plummer said! 
there is no record of the boy! 
being examined by any doctor! 
around the time of the alleged! 
incident and that a parent of! 
one of the boys present at the! 
police station said there was no! 
trouble and police only talked to | 
the youngsters.

An 11-year-old boy grabbed by I 
the throat, threatened with a I 
strap while being questioned I 
about stolen tires; and having j 
to see a doctor the next day: F 
Plummer said this boy also rc-| 
ferred to the non-existent Kelly 1 
as being involved and that there | 
was no record or other evidence | 
of him seeing a doctor.

Plummer said in all cases the! 
police officers concerned denied | 
the alleged assaults.

ob Agency Urged 
For Handicapped
VICTORIA (CP) — A report 

tabled in the legislature Tues­
day urged the government to 
consider a single co-ordinating 
agency concerned with employ­
ment of handicapped persons. 

“Such a n agency would act 
; a clearing house and job 

placement co-ordinating element 
for voluntary agencies,” says 
the report, a preliminary sur­
vey of employment opportuni­
ties for the handicapped in B.C.

The report, tabled by Waldo 
Skillings, minister of industrial 
development, trade and com­
merce, said a survey found the 
focus of many existing agencies 
is “medically oriented.”

It called for greater emphasis 
in merchandising the abilities of 
the handicapped as “an excel­
lent payroll investment” rather

than emphasis being placed on| 
a person’s disabilities.

“Questionaires returned indi-j 
cated a numerical 97 per cent| 
acceptance o f performance! 
where a handicapped worker! 
had adequate knowledge of the| 
job,” the report said.

“Perhaps a review could be| 
made of possible tax incentives! 
to businesses that employ sev-j 
erly handicapped persons.”

The study also urged that the| 
report be circulated and dis-| 
cussed by a relatively small! 
group of representatives of gov-i 
emment, industry and labor or J 
ganization and others concerned! 
at a future meeting in Victoria.j|

Public Access 
To Bush Urged

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — No trespassing j 

signs on bushland in the prov-1 
ince burn up Leo Nimsick.

The New Democratic Party I 
MLA for Kootenay urged in the| 
legislature Tuesday that an ac-| 
cess act should be passed to| 
allow the public access to anytj 
land in B.C., public or private, | 
which is still in its original wild !
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Mrs. McCarthy Charges 
Harassment Over Flights

By JES ODAM i
and IAIN HUNTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA : A woman cabi-

Inet minister today accused the 
legislature’s public accounts ! 
committee of harassment.

Minister without portfolio 
Grace McCarthy (Vancouver- 
Little Mountain), who made the i 
statement, was the first of five ! 
cabinet ministers summoned to, 
appear before the committee to1 
explain their use of government, 
aircraft.

Before she appeared, the! 
gcommittee was told it can cost 
gnearly eight times as much toi 
I fly a cabinet minister or civil 
Iservant by government aircraft 
)]as by a commercial plane.

Mrs. McCarthy, who was per- Loffmark testified that he finds 
mitted to make an opening j it move efficient — and cheaper 
statement before being ques- ' — to travel by B.C. Ferries 
tioned by the committee, said: (from Vancouver to the same 
“I appreciate the exercise we cabinet meetings which Mrs. 
are going through.” McCarthy uses government air-

She said she respected the craft to get to. 
committee’s right to inquire ! The committee was also told|

that no costs or records of 
flights of the government air 
fleet were kept while Phil Gag- 

| lardi was minister of highways

Iwap waterror Land, 
I McGeer Tells Gov't

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — B.C. should go

Ion the offensive against U.S. 
plans to get Canadian water, 
liberal leader Dr. Pat McGeer 
said Tuesday in the legislature.

He said the province should 
say now that for every acre 
flooded in B.C. for the benefit 
of water supply in the U.S., 
B.C. should be compensated by 
territory ceded to Canada.
“We should start negotiating 
from strength. I would suggest 
that areas of recreational value 
such as Point Roberts, U.S.- 
owned Gulf Islands and some of 
the Hawaiian Islands for a 
start,” he added.

McGeer said he had just seen 
a film produced as propaganda 
for the North American Water 
and Power Alliance (a scheme

to divert Canadian water to the! 
U.S.)

Premier W. A. C. Bennel 
joined NDP MLAs in shouting§ 
down McGeer during 
speech.

Recreation Minister Ken Kier-i 
nan said the moment anybody! 
started talking about trading| 
land they were mentally com- j 
mitting themselves to making a0 
deal at some stage.

“If the U.S. was dying for « 
lack of water there might ben 
grounds for considering some! 
kind of diversion. They have:; 
lots of water but they have used $ 
it carelessly,” he said.

Kiernan said he believes that | 
by the time the U.S. has:] 
cleaned up the water it has, H 
desalination of sea water wills 
be as cheap as hauling fresh § 
water any distance.

Insurance Plan Voted
Sun Victoria Bureau

I VICTORIA — The legislature 
;ave third and final reading 
fuesday to legislation setting up 
t compulsory, non - cancellable 
lutomobile insurance plan prov- 
ding accident benefits regard- 
ess of fault.

A government bill to amend

Ihe Insurance Act was passed 
n a standing vote of 28 to 21, 
he Liberal and New Demo- 
; r a t i c Party MLAs voting 
igainst the bill. A companion

amending bill to the Motor Ve-g 
hide Act was passed in a voice] 
vote.

There was no debate on the] 
bills Tuesday.

The legislature also gavej 
third and final reading to a pri-ji 
vate bill to amend the Vancou-f 
ver Charter.

Charter amendments author-^ 
ized hiring of meter maids 
disposing of property valued a| 
more than $200,000 by two-tl 
approval of the city council.

into public accounts but said it 
should not become a committee 
of harassment of cabinet minis­
ters or civil servants.

‘‘Some of the statements have and that in that time even the 
been just that,” she added. 1 aircraft dispatcher was not told 

Mrs. McCarthy said she ; where Planes were going, 
would rather take a government I Ga8lardi, now minister with- 
plane than commercial flights out portfolio was among those 
because it saves her time wait-1 before the committee, 
ing around at airports. Th other cabinet members

But Health Minister Ralph !were ministers without portfolio 
Pat Jordan and Isabel Dawson. 

The committee did not go 
J ahead with a proposal made ^ 
ij earlier to call present highways !
1 minister Wes Black.

Mrs. McCarthy said it was!
|ridiculous for committee mem-F 
jbers to work out flights costs oni 
nthe basis that only one seat was* 
^occupied without finding out the* 
gful circumstances.

The committee was told that^ 
;Mrs. McCarthy made 79 flig 

On the current fiscal year,
! chairman Evan Wolfe (SC-Van-;] 

couver-Centre) ruled these can-}™ 
rj not be discussed because the .]
I committee is considering the g 
Ij year ending March 31, 1968.

Highways department comp-1 
i troller Cyril Rhodes told the| 
j committee he had worked out!
I some ‘fair comparison’ costs be-| 
i tween government and commer-; 
g cial aircraft.

Examples he gave included: 
Victoria-Vancouver. $10 b y 

j commercial flight. $6.75 a scat; 
on government planes. He 

| agreed this worked out to $32 a 
| flight if only one scat was used. 

VICTORIA - Kamloops, $29

I by commercial flight. $32 a seat 
by government aircraft, or 
$i.62.50 if only one seat is filled. [ 

Victoria-Prince Rupert, $53 by j 
Hcommercial flight, $82.50 perl 
|scat by government plane, or I 
I$412.50 for a single passenger.
|$825 A TRIP

Dave Barrett (NDP—Coqui-! 
|tlam) said this meant that, for! 
fa return trip to Prince Rupert | 
■with one passenger, the govern- r 
gment plane cost was $825 com- 
Ipared with a commercial flight 
■ cost of about $100.

Rhodes agreed with Pat Mc­
Geer (Lib. — Vancouver-Point 
Grey) that the costs were not 
complete for government air­
craft and were calculated on I 
the assumption the plane was I 
flying at 200 miles an hour all fl 
the time.

McGeer said this made the I 
costs appear lower than they I 
were as it did not take into I 
account landing and takeoff | 
time.
SINGLE PASSENGER

I Barrett said there were 
number of occasions on which | 
flights were made carrying 
single cabinet minister.
Opposition Leader Bob Stra-I 

I chan said logs showed that the! 
J government service appeared to I 
I be used efficiently where civil! 
1 servants were concerned, as I 
[they usually flew in groups, but!

twas a luxury service for cabi-" 
net ministers who usually flew | 
alone. ]

Mrs. Dawson testified that I

tshc seldom goes Kv aircraft, I 
preferring to use B.C. Ferries, |
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ernment aircraft her secre­
tary first checks to see what 
commercial flights are availa 
ble

Mrs. Jordan she is concerned 
only how she can best get to 
appointments around the prov 
ince in the btost efficient man­
ner and stated there is limited 
commercial air transportation 
to the Interior “where I flo 
most of my business.

Yes, only three flights a $ 
day,” observed McGeer.



Another Mining Disaster
The provincial government wasted no 

time slipping its new mining bills through 
a dying legislature, capitalizing on the 
euphoric glow into which everyone 
seemed to have lapsed on receipt of the 
report by the MLAs’ committee which 
amended them.

But it was haste which all except the 
mining companies may have cause to 
regret.

It was most unfortunate that before 
the bills were passed little heed was 
given to the warnings of a lawyer who 
helped draft both state and federal laws 
in the United States. Dave Schneider 
qualifies as an expert on the pitfalls 
into which inexperienced legislators can 
tumble.

Mr. Schneider examined B.C.’s bills 
prior to the report of the mining com­
mittee and found them, in a word, 
“weak.” His verdict is unlikely to be 
altered by the changes proposed by the 
committee and adopted by the legislature 
virtually without question. In fact these 

j amendments seem only to weaken the 
! bills further.
i Miners, MLAs and conservationists 
[alike seemed to accept as practical the 
committee’s deletion of the word “restor­
ation” from the legislation. But its rc- 

)moval must be examined in full context. 
[What the committee did was take out 
[considerably more than one word: it 
I deleted the phrase "continuous and pro- 
Igressive restoration, reclamation and 
|conservation” and substituted "the pro- 
Iteetion and reclamation.”
I This is an even vaguer phrase and a 
Emuch less potent one. It removes the 
{element of time and it dismisses the 
[principle of conservation from strip 
I mining operations. But the committee 
Iwent even further. It doubled to six 
Smooths the leeway granted mining com- 
Rpanies to file their development plans 
|with the government. And it suggested 
|that, instead of practising reclamation 
icjuring the life of a mine, companies be 
■permitted to deposit funds sufficient to 
■carry out the reclamation “at the proper 
■time" which need not be until the mine 
Bis abandoned.
I There were some minor improvements 
■suggested by the committee, including 

protection and reclamation of water

courses affected by mining operations 
and consultation by the mines minister 
with his lands, recreation and agriculture 
colleagues.

But the two most glaring faults in the 
legislation remain undimmed: that there 
are no prescribed standards and that all 
power of regulation and approval rests 
in the hands of the cabinet.

These were the points singled out by 
Mr. Schneider in his letter to the B.C. 
Wildlife Federation. Why didn’t the gov­
ernment seek the opinions of such an 
expert who’s made and worked with 
mining laws elsewhere?

Mr. Schneider faults the legislation for 
vague general terms which “mean only 
what the minister of mines determines’ 
they should mean.” These terms are 
made even vaguer by the committee and! 
open to even wider interpretation by the) 
other cabinet ministers.

The Kansas lawyer also wisely ob­
serves that what one minister or group! 
of ministers may consider acceptable and] 
reasonable the next might not, a very: 
real peril of open-ended legislation.

What most disturbs Mr. Schneider isi 
the aftermath if a weak and vague laws 
is enacted. Future attempts to amend it,I 
he predicts from experience, will be met! 
with the plausible excuse that there! 
hasn't been time to prove deficiencies.! 
(The legislation now would extend such I 
time almost indefinitely). Another ex-j 
cuse he foresees is that “there is nothing 
wrong with the law, just in the way it is 
administered.” Even opposition critics 
are wont to fall for this one.

Mr. Schneider concludes: “It might bel 
better to have no legislation passed at 
all rather than accept the one proposed." 
Such has been the painful experience of] 
California’s abortion laws, compromised] 
to appease a hostile governor and ex­
tremist lobbyists, which have failed) 
so miserably that even their former! 
sponsors are now crying for repeal.

This warning should have been heeded 
by all MLAs no matter how anxious they! 
were to return home from Victoria fori 
Easter. Disgraceful though it would be 
to complete the session without a newi 
mining law, it could be tragic to enact 
a third-rate one which might cause more) 
trouble than it nrevents. __________ I
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CE VOTE

Ladies Saved by the Bell
This was indignity enough.
Twice before this session the 

opposition has moved to reduce 
the salary of a cabinet minister 
by $1 — the traditional expres­
sion of non-confidence — but 
this move if successful would 
put the four out of a job alto­
gether.

(The two ministers were Pre­
mier Bennett himself and Lands 
and Forests’ Ray Williston.)

But worse was to come for 
the quartet without a definite 
job.

Grace McCarthy (Vancouver 
Little Mountain), Pat Jordan 
(North Okanagan) and Isabel 
Dawson (Mackenzie), along 
with Gaglardi, had to sit out 
anxious minutes as the division 
bell rang.
HEADS COUNTED

As some seats on the govern­
ment side remained empty, Sc­
ored whip Hunter Vogel (Lan­
gley) counted heads with grow­
ing concern.

NDP and Liberal members, 
with all but one of their chairs 
filled, kept demanding house 
committee chairman Herb 
Bruch call the vote immedi­
ately.

Eventually, Bruch agreed.
He called for those in favor of 

the estimates, which consisted 
mainly of a $6,000 salary for 
each and expenses upped from 
$8,000 to $4,000 each.__________

ByJESODAM 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — It was most un­
gallant of the legislature.

There sat the three lady min­
isters without portfolio, just 
after 11 o’clock on what could 
be the last night of the third 
session of B.C.’s 28th parlia­
ment, waiting for their salaries 
and expenses for next year to 
be approved.

Just behind them sat their 
lone male colleague, Phil Gag­
lardi.

All expected opposition MLAs 
to ask them questions, even 
voice criticism of the role as­
signed to them by Premier W. 
A. C. Bennett.
ANSWERS PREPARED 
; They had their answers 
ready, some noticeably pre­
pared during other debates dur­
ing the day, showing the work 
they had done during the year.

But what happened?
When debate on their joint 

estimates was called, NDP 
MLA Norm Levi (Vancouver 
South) got up for a mere 15 
seconds to say only that the 
n i n i s t e r s without portfolio 
.erved no useful function to the 
)eople of the province and then 
innounced his party would vote 
igainst their salaries.
; No one else spoke and a divi- 
ion was called immediately.

Only some of the government 
members stood up.
QUESTION REPEATED

They included Bennett and 
most of the cabinet, but not the 
ministers without portfolio and 
some of the backbenchers.

As opposition members 
laughed, thumped their desks 
and shouted “resign,” Bruch or­
dered the question put again.

This time all government 
members in the house rose — a 
total of 24.

NDP and Liberal MLAs rose 
against, to total 22.

It was the closest scrape for 
the government since 1953, Op 
position Leader Bob Strachan 
said later.

The quartet had got their sab 
aries and expenses by the slim 
— and ungallant — margin o1 
just two votes.

Premier Bennett said after­
wards: “a miss is as good as a 
mile.”
MICROPHONES OFF

He said the confusion on the 
first call for the vote was be­
cause microphones at" their 
chairman’s table were off and 
government members furthest 
away from him did not hear the 
question being put.

Socred whip Vogel said one of 
his members — Robert Bonner 
(Cariboo) was away in Vancou­
ver and had paired wjthjlgf.

absentee Ray Parkinson (Van­
couver South).

With speaker William Murray
and committee chairman Bruch 
not voting, this left five other! 
Socreds not answering the vote)
call.

Vogel listed them as George 
Mussallem (D e w d n e y), John! 
Tisdalle (Saanich and the Is- j 
lands), Herb Capozzi (Vancou­
ver Centre), Dr. Howie Mc- 
Diarmid (Albemi) and Dudley

9:30 p.m. as expected.
McDiarmid, a medical doctor, 

had had to return to his prac­
tice by chartered plane to take 
care of emergency cases be­
cause his colleague there had to 
leave.

And Little, in a wheelchair 
following a leg injury in a|
snowmobile accident earlier this| 
year, has to leave the legisla-; 
ture at 5 p.m. each day so he? 
can use an elevator which stops', 
working after that time, Vogel |

KIERNAN DIGS 
\THE OUTDOORS

Develop Beaches,
1 - * -** ii r* ___/*MLA Tells Gov tSun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - If you go into ! 
the wilderness in B.C., take a 
spade and a supply of chlor­
ine with you, Recreation Min­
ister Ken Kiernan said Tues­
day in the legislature.

He said sanitary facilities 
cannot be provided at all 
lakes and people going into 
the wilderness areas of the 
province who do not take a 
space and chlorine do not un­
derstand hygiene.

“It ought to be made an 
offence not to dispose pro­
perly of human waste in unor­
ganized campsites,” he added.

that although priority in promo- j7 “j 
tion is being given to spring^ 1 
and fall tourism, most tourists»1?/ • ' 
will continue to come during the ' i 
summer because of school holi-J, >!

! ^vve
. enough land in this regard,” heM 

‘We should change the 
legislation so that the public V'j
;-----  * water mark and 50
yards above it, so that we have, 
a reasonable beach area for ,

Minister Ken Kier-fl 

law estab- |

VICTORIA - So 
backbencher Herb 
called on tiis govern 
iday to develop the j 
it he tourists and fu 
public.

He called for legislation to,! preserve all beachland for sait1,
61 public use, allowing public ac- - Icess to 50 yards above high owns ,gh 

rwater mark.
i The Vancouver Centre mem- “h.ip. 
Pjber also called for developments - 
I of areas for canoeing, hiking, )
|bicycle riding, 

swimming

-loving

Recreation
canuriug, nan said common

g, horseback riding, ijshed land boundaries to the 
- and LotherL r®crf.a"i high water mark and also prov-; 

jtional sports throughout the ^d certain riparian rights, 
province. He said since 1956 the Crown

, Capozzi, who runs a dine and has not sold any waterfront 
dance establishment in Vancou- land, but only leased that which 
ver, said that the governmentis not required immediately so 
should have greater variety ini]it can control waterfront areas, 
liquor licensing for developments The minister reviewed devel- 
of tourist resorts. | opment work going in recrea-

The MLA said that the prov-gtional fields such as hiking, bi- 
ince should become known as a|cycle trails, canoeing. He said 

(winter sports area, for skiing, 
and even power tobogganing.

“We should enter a new de-H 
velopment phase in promoting* 
tourism for this province,” he^H 
said. “We should not just be* 
oriented to the marketing

Speaking on the need for^J 
more public to beaches.
Capozzi B.C. beaches could
become as famousMexico or Hawaii with proper*
development.



Gaglardi 
'In Land

By IAIN HUNTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - Former high­
ways minister Phil Gaglardi in­
terfered to clear the way for a 
land swap during the 1963 elec­
tion campaign which has al­
lowed a private company to 
reap profits through logging in 
Wells Grey provincial park, the 
legislature was told Tuesday.

Bob Williams (NDP-Vancou- 
ver East) disclosed details of 
the exchange of 116.8 acres of 
beach near Parksville wanted 
for a park, for nearly 50 square 
miles of timber in Wells Grey 
[Park.
i The provincial park is in Gag- 
lardi’s riding of Kamloops.

Williams charged that the 
public has lost millions in stum- 
page, forest revenue, rentals 
and in destruction of part of the 
parkland, in what he termed a 
high-grading operation.
ORDER IN COUNCIL

He said that an order-ih-coun- 
cil in 1963 approved the ex­
change of land between Clear­
water Timber Co. and the prov­
incial government.

The province obtained 116.8 
acres in the Nanoose area near 
Parksville at Rathtrevor Beach, 
now a park, and the timber 
company received the timber 
ights in nearly 50 square miles 
f Wells Grey Park south of 
laniel Creek^west of the Clear

Named 
Swap'
water River and north of the§
52nd parallel, he said.

Williams compared the differ­
ences in the àcreages involved 
to the wording of the order-in 
council which said the beachl 
site was to be exchanged fore,
“an equally valued quantity off 
timber.’*

He said the beach park site| 
was valued at $186,000. (;........ ......Williams said that the Umber']Sept. 25 19M which just hap- 
instead of being placed on the iPened to be hxj da s before the
usual sliding timber scale to ‘federal justice minister E.
fleet current prices, was fjxedj£*er. 
at $1.50 per 100 cubic feet for 
fir and $1.20 per 100 cubic feet 
for other species.

tion of the tree farm 
was made without the benefit of 

cabinet order-in-council.
“This was simply a licence 

for the company to run at will 
through 70 square miles in 
Wells Grey Park at bargain 
basement prices,'’ he charged.

But who made the announce­
ment in 1963? Not the then min­
ister of recreation and conser­
vation (Earle Westwood, re­
cently retired as agent-general 
in London).

The announcement was 
made by the local MLA, the 
former highways minister P, 
Gaglardi.

And when was the announce- 
iment made? It was made on

^■ls clear tne review"* L
■■area was made mainlv H„ «

member for Karaloo|) y * 
the department ol remitt-l 
and conservation, andthewhdl 
project was put fonrwl as «I 
emergency situation * ■

LOW PRICES
“These are extremely low 

prices,” he said.
“This (the fir price) is only 

nine per cent of what they are 
willing to pay for timber sales 
in the Kamloops forest dis­
trict.” he added.

Williams said present prices 
are $16.90 per 100 cubic feet for 
fir, $12.30 per 100 cubic feet for 
lodgepolc pine, and $6.25 per 100 
cubic feet for spruce.

He said a further 25 to 30 
square miles stretching down to 
Mahood Lake was added the 
following year, bringing the 
total acreage granted Clear-

of 50 or 60 Stanley Parks, 
âtei

avie Fulton was running 
gainst him (for the Conserva 

ftives).”
SEA OF STUMPS

There has been a highgrad- 
ing in. that park,” Williams 
charged, “and what the public 
of British Columbia is left with 
s a sea of stumps in what 
hould have been prime recrea­

tion area.”
He said the government

'What we are locked into is a 
21-year agreement with those 
people doing exactly what they 
wish in the park."

“This is an example ol what 
happens when we allow interfer­
ence in these matters from out-
side the department.’’

Williams said he understands! 
Clearwater Timber now his| 
been bought out by a majorl 
company from outside the prov-| 
ince and added that he believes! 
the new company is Noranda.
‘IN SHAME’

“After what the last member! 
has said, the minister should! 
hang his head in shame," Bill! 
Hartley (NDP-YALE-Lillowt)| 
shouted, pointing at Gaglardi,| 
who only grinned.

Dave Stupich (NDP - Na­
naimo) said he recalls that 
Clearwater did not own the 
beach park on Vancouver Island 
at all but only had an option on 
the land.

Recreation Minister Ken Kief-I 
nan said he was not the minis1 

1 1er at the time the land trade
'l963 explained the land swap asjwas arranged but pointed 

emergency operation be- that Rathtrevor Beach was 
cause the Vancouver Island] the way to becoming subdivit 
beach was needed to save it and the government had 
from public subdivision and on move quickly, 
the basis that the timber opera- stupich demanded from Kier- 
[tion would provide employment nan an assurance that the samel 

the Kamloops area. deal will not be made in future.|
Williams told the house that

water Timber to the equivalent66.8 million cubic feet of timber
have already been cut, for an 

that the addi- $88,000 credit to the company.
With the total price of Rath- 
evor Beach Park at $186,000, 

;his means the company is only 
per cent through the deal, 

[Williams said.
He said that current forest 

prices would mean that the 
province could have collected 
by now a total of $670,613 in 
revenue.

And if this is only 40 per cent 
of the total revenue, it means 
that the province could have 
made $1.6 million instead of the 
1186,000 park site on Vancouver 
Island it acquired, he added. 
“There should have been 

ublic bidding if we are going 
log in that park at all — and 
am not in favor of that, 

illiams said.

“I agree.” said Kiernan." If] 
we meet this on another occa­
sion we should have timber] 
rates on a sliding scale to re­
flect the value of timber at cur­
rent prices rather than have a 
fixed price.”

He also said that the timber 
in Wells Grey Park is not thej 
“prime aspect” of the park,] 
which is wildlife.
MOOSE PASTURE 

He said the parks branch has 
had to burn about 1,800 acres at 
the South end of the park to 
form moose pasture.

“The point is,” said WÜ-I 
liarns,” that this did develop] 
during an election __ 
and that it was most fortuitous] 
that the company was 1 
get at that time timber I 
on Rathtrevor Beach when i 
was wanted.”
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le on welfare are 
tools and pawns, 
u Campbell to; 
sment with the!

1

% %

1âmes K.
ES B ITT

WORKS MINISTER CHANT l-

VICTORIA — Some MLAs are grumbling about B 
jthe lighting in the legislative chamber. They say it’s j so harsh that it hurts their eyes.

The premier, fortunately,
Jcan’t see much wrong with 
jthe lighting, nor can Public 

; Works Minister W. N. Chant, 
p can’t either.

Some MLAs are always 
Icomplaining about their physi­
cal surroundings — it’s too 
Nbright or too dark, too warm 
Jor too cold; they can’t hear 
Swell, or they hear too much, 
letc., etc.

The lights in the legislative 
jehamber do not date from 

when the main block of 
he buildings was opened.

MLAs of 1927 growled that 
hose lights — beautiful bluish 
nilk-glass — were not bright 
nough. Therefore, they had 
> have something more mod­

ern. So out went the beautiful 
>ld chandeliers, probably to 
he rubbish heap.

The m i 1 k -g 1 a s s bracket 
Jights are still in the public™ 
galleries, and there are also® 
blue milk-glass shades in theft j 
legislative corridors. ThereBfl 
pre some people itching toi 
:ear them out.

The present lights were in] '
•tailed in 1927 by the Liberal 
{overnment of John Oliver&g 

’hey were sneered at as “a§È 
iunch of banana crates strung 

from the ceiling.”
They cost $7,632. At tha®

[rate, I’d say that to replace^
"iem would cost about $30,000.f 

Let’s keep the lights, andjgjgi 
‘ MLAs wear blinkers.
Well, we got the answeti 

ibout amalgamation of muni| 
cipalities, this week. The an| 
swer is “no.” Municipalities^ 
will only be amalgamated!^ 
when the voters say yes, which 
they will not do, choosing to| 
sponge on their neighbor! 
when they can get away will 
it.

New Democrat MLA Bobi 
Williams of Vancouver East! 
tried to smoke out Municipal 
Affairs minister Dan CampJ 
ibell on the touchy subject o| 
amalgamations, which he ha<f 
often said before. Mr. Williams 

i suspects that Campbell ha$ 
changed his mind on this, thaï 
the premier has told him 
hold his tongue, the premiei® 
fearing political reperças 
sions.

Mr. Campbell, who looke<|jg 
somewhat chastened, I mus P 
say, rose primly, and said 
equally primly: “It is not thil 
government’s policy to forej 
amalgamations.”

It was so unlike Mr. Campj 
bell.

I am of the opinion that Mrj 
Wiliams could be right — thl 
premier has silenced Mrf 
|Campbell on the always politi 
cally sensitive subject of mu ‘ 
cipal amalgamations.

Gov't 'Seeking Alternative' 
To Welfare Drug Surcharge

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The battle over 

Inpayment for drugs for people on 
|| welfare continued Tuesday in 
|the legislature, with Welfare 
J Minister Dan Campbell giving a 
|jbreakdown on how pharmacists 
| are paid now.

He said his department is 
booking for alternative solutions 

(to the problem.
£ The pharmacists have threat- 

g^Jjened to put a $1 surcharge on 
TO welfare prescriptions from April 

payable by the patient, fol­
lowing provincial government 
| refusal to adjust rates.
1 Campbell said druggists are 

l inow paid by the provincial gov- 
! ernment the wholesale cost of 
^approved drugs, plus 66% per 
iccnt, plus a 50-cent dispensing

[fee plus 25 cents for breakage. 
This total is then discounted 15 
per cent.

He said the druggists are de­
manding payment on a fee-for- 
service basis, with an amount 
of $2.35 being added to the 
wholesale cost for each pre­
scription.
LOSING $1.14

The Society of Professional 
Pharmacists said Monday in a 
statement they are losing $1.14 
on every welfare prescription 
and that their surcharge ultima­
tum follows three years of nego­
tiation-

Campbell said the provincial 
government is aware of concern 
over drug prices expressed by 
the federal government,

(Welfare Costs 
Inquiry Sought

House of Commons, the con 
sumers council and other bod­
ies.

He said NDP MLAs who are 
calling on the government to, 
reach immediate agreement 
with the druggists are taking 
the side of the drug industry || 
and its monopoly situation. I 

| ‘‘As long as we are in govern-1 
ment we don’t intend to knuckle | 
under to the pharmacists and; 
have the drug industry ride on 
the backs of social welfare reci­
pients,” Campbell added. 
BENNETT CHALLENGED 

In a flare-up during the de­
bate, Leo Nimsick (NDP-Ko- 
otenay) suggested Premier W.
A. C. Bennett should try to live 

the on a social welfare budget for a . 
week or two to find out what itj

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Liberal leader 

Dh Pat. McGeer called Tues­
day for a wide-ranging legisla- 

I tive investigation into the spir­
alling costs of social welfare 

Pointing to an estimate of $74 
million for social assistance in 
the estimates of Welfare Minis­
ter Dan Campbell, he said no­
thing has been done about the 

I ever-increasing costs of welfare. 
I McGeer made the suggestion 
i before MLAs passed the $87.7 
^million departmental estimates. 

He said the legislature’s 
standing commtitee on the sub­
ject does not sit and he called 

immediate appointment of a
legislative investigation which----

would study the matter in depth 
and report to the next session.

He also called for some sort 
of incentive program under 
which welfare recipients would 
be able to keep a graduated 
amount of money earned above 
welfare levels.

Campbell said as a result of 
the last federal-provincial con­
ference, B.C. is co-operating i 
the setting up of a tasl(^orce t 
examine the problem on a ni 
tional basis.

Referring to incentives, h 
said a number of programs w 
be brought in, including the bi 
to find jobs for the presen 
unemployable to be made 
Minister Without Portfolio 
Gaglardi.

is like.
Bennett replied: “When I wasg 

poor I had difficulty. That’sf 
whyf I always try to help 
poor in this country.”

Dave Barrett (NDP-Coqui- 
tlam) said “because two stupid 
and arrogant groups — the gov­
ernment and the pharmacists — 
have not been able to reach a 
com monsense agreement o n 
drug prices, the people on wel­
fare are now facing a surcharge§ 
on prescriptions.”

He said peopl 
being used as 
and called oi 
reach a settlement with
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;OCREDS TAKE UNPRECEDENTED AC

Dowding Suspend' 
From

I ” Wtts (Tdxit

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - Veteran New 

>emocratic Party MLA Gor- 
on Dowding was ousted from 
he legislature for the dying 
ours of the session Wednes- 
lay after it was alleged he 
lad breached the privileges 
if the house.
The procedure, used for the 

first time in the memory of 
gislative officials and obser- 
ers, was initiated by Socred 
aokbcncher Herb C a p o z z i 
iver private bill brought be­
fore the house in 1966.

A tense and incident-packed 
P* •• hours ended when Speaker 
'William Murray ordered 

|Dowding, the member for 
pBurnaby Edmonds, to stand 

up and then told him:
“Pursuant to the order of 

[the house the chair is now' 
called upon to- censure you 
for a breach of the privileges 
of parliament, namely that 
you were a partner in a firm 
which acknowledged receipt 
of pecuniary reward for serv­
ices involving the enactment 

ff of legislation.

ration of an insurance com­J in aecofücincb witff 
said order you are suspended 
from the service of the house 
for the remainder of the ses­
sion.”

Dowding, an MLA since 
1956, walked slowly out of the 
house with the support of 
desk thumping by NDP and 
Liberal MLAs, all of whom 
had opposed his suspension 
and censure.

After a brief press confer­
ence, at which NDP leader 
Bob Strachan accused the 
government of vindictiveness 
and of having been out to get 
Dowding because he had been 
a thorn in their flesh, the 
MLA went back to his home 
riding and was nominated for 
re-election at a pre-arranged 
nomination convention.

The legislative drama, 
punctuated by a number of 
recesses, unfolded like this:

Capozzi (Vancouver Centre) 
moved that Dowding be ad­
monished and suspended be­
cause the legal firm he heads 
received payment for work in 
connection with a private bill 
in 1966 respecting

gvôfë and Torced through by 
I the government majority.

During the last recess, it 
Iappeared that Socreds had 
I caucused, and Capozzi was 

also seen in the company of 
|Benrtett and Attorney-General 
r|Les Peterson, who did not 
{take part in the debate.

Dowding said later he did 
pot know about the rule under 
which the charge was brought 
Nt admitted it was probable 
|he had benefited from fees 

eceived by his firm for the 
work done in connection with 
he bill.

He emphasized, as he had 
Bone repeatedly in the house, 
ihat he took no part in voting 

br discussions on the bill and 
pad declared his interest at 
he time.

(The companies office in 
Victoria shows the principals 

Southwest Mortgage as of 
[kpril 1,1966, were:

(Frederick Kirkman, busi­
nessman, of Vancouver; John 
poss Johnston, businessman, 

Vancouver; William John 
pell, businessman, of Vancou-

HERB

pany, the Southwest Mortgage 
Indemnity Corp. Ltd.

After a bid by Dowding to 
have the move stopped be­
cause it related to a previous 
session failed, the Speaker 
ruled: “There is on the face 
of it a breach of privilege.”

He made it clear, however, 
there were reservations to his 
decision.

Pretnier W. A. C. Bennett, 
who up to then had sat silent 
and grim-faced, then asked 
Capozzi to withdraw his mo-

So did Strachan, who said 
the matter concerned was 
known to members of the 
house in 1966 and that it had 
been decided at that time that 
Dowding was “clean.”

Then Minister Without 
Portfolio Phil Gaglardi — 
who resigned as highways 
minister in the session a year 
ago amid charges related to 
land deals and use of govern­
ment aircraft — entered the 
debate.

He referred to his own ex­
perience, claimed that at one

sponsible for him (Gaglardljl 
going through seven weeks ofl 
hell, and also asked for the! 
motion to be withdrawn and! 
Dowding to be shown mercy. | 

At this stage, the earlier! 
agreement between both sides! 
of the house that Capozzi! 
should withdraw his move fell* 
apart.
First Strachan said he would! 

withdraw his request to Ca-|

Dowding Renominated, Page ll

pozzi to drop the motion.
Immediately afterward Ben-1 

nett, saying he had been| 
trying to act in a non-partisan I 
way, also withdrew his re-[ 
quest, saying Strachan had| 
gone against him.

As Speaker Murray tried to I 
cool tempers, Liberal leader! 
Dr. Pat McGeer appealed fori 
the house to be held in ses- f 
sion an extra day so the mat-|l 
ter could be considered pro-(11 
perly. P

After another adjournment, I 
asked for by Capozzi so Ca-| 
pozzi could be sure in his own | 
mind, the issue was put to

—Jim Ryan Photo
lion

executive, of Vanc<
Walter David Evans, busi| 
nessman, of Vancouver.

(The records of the insur-1 
ance inspector’s office shows! 
principals in the company as| 
of March 24, 1969, were Kirk-j" 
man, Bell, Evans, Woodward! 
and Donald A. Rowberry,| 
businessman, of Vancouver.

(An official of the inspec-| 
tors’ office said the company 1 
does not have a licence to I 
operate as an insurance com-J 
pany because it has not g 
raised the necessary capital. | 
In the case of Southwest! 
Mortgage the capital has tog 
be at least $1 million. )

Strachan, at the press con-g 
ference, charged the move I 
was pushed through by Ben-j 
nett and his majority without | 
proof being presented.

He said earlier in the house | 
that Trade and Industry Min-1 
ister Waldo Skillings had told! 
him three or four weeks agog 
in the corridor that the gov-|

Please turn to Page Two 
See: “Dow



Pmünued Iron. Kge 1
pillent would "get Dowd-

("'the Liberils' McGeer said 
outside the house that the 
charge has not been substan­
tiated so far in his opinion 

He said if it is not substan­
tiated he believes Capozzi 
shou'd resign as a matter of 
hondi. , n .

If it is substantiated, Dowd- 
ing should resign and offer 
himself for re-election, he 
said.

After Dowdings suspension, 
the house sat for four more 
hours before being prorogued 
by Lt.-Gov. John Nicholson.

During this time a bill en­
tered bv Dowding in connec­
tion with the Commonwealth 
storm earlier in the sitting 
died on the order paper.

Capozzi had raised the mat­
ter as soon as the house sat 
at 2 p.m. by rising on a point 
of privilege about Dowding s 
position on the private bills 
committee in 1966.

He said Dowding made 
statements at that time which 
he (Capozzi) accepted about a 
bill which went through the 
committee.

I “But I have received fur­
ther documentation in the last 
few days,,” he added.

Capozzi then referred to a 
section of May's Parliamen­
tary Procedure — the stand­
ard reference book for the 
way the house should be run 
and how members should con­
duct themselves.

The section dealt with fees 
received by members for pro­
fessional services performed 
in the legislature.

It said that to guard against 
incorrect influence, such fees 
must not be accepted.

The section said also that 
no member or partner of a 
member must be encumbered 
with management of a private 
bill for pecuniary reward.

Dowding then interrupted to 
say that he declared before 
the 1966 committee that a 
partner in his law firm had 
presented a bill before the 
committee.

“I absented myself (from 
the committee) which was the 
proper procedure. That was- 
not in this parliament,” he 

added.
“I did not vote in any of 

those proceedings and when 
the bill came before the 
house I excluded myself, 
which is the proper course to 
follow.
‘HEARSAY’

“The member who has 
a ken it on himself to raise 

(this (Capozzi) was not a 
nember of that legislature,” 
Dowding said.
“He took it on hearsay and 

without personal knowledge.

I That is reprehensible and I 
ask him to withdraw any in­
ference he is trying to make,” 
he added.
Capozzi then said he had a

I copy of an invoice in the 
amount of $9,225.

Dowding: “The member is 
abusing the privilege of the 
house ... the statement is 
absolutely false. He has no 
right to make these accusa­

tions here.
“If he chooses to make 
them outside the house I 
would be pleased to accept 
the appropriate action be­
cause he has been misled,” he 

added.
The Speaker then ruled that

I very grave charges were 
being levied and the house

wajTin regard to incorpo- 
ration of South West Mort­
gage Indemnity Corp., Ltd 
and bore the heading “for 
professional services ren­
dered.” It listed a number of 
items, including taking in- 
structions, advertising and 
preparing a petition for pre- 
sentation to the assembly.

He said there was also an 
item for attendance before the 
private bills committee.

“It is dictated by Dowding 
and signed by him,” Capozzi 
said.

Dowding interrupted: “It is 
not.”

Capozzi said he considered 
thisl very serious breach of 
privilege.

“It is reprehensible and a 
breach of privilege for a 
member to render a charge to 
a person for activities on his 
behalf at one of the commit­
tees,” he added.

He said Dowding had ren­
dered an account and re­
ceived payment for work ho 
did on the committee while a 
member of that committee. 
FORMAL MOTION 

Capozzi then formally 
moved that Dowding be ad­
monished by the Speaker and 
be suspended from the service 
of the house for the remain­
der of the session.

The motion was seconded 
by Don Phillips (SC-South 
Peace).

The Speaker then called an 
adjournment to give Dowding 
and Strachan time to study 
the documents produced by 
Capozzi.

Strachan said: “In view of 
the statements made by Ca­
pozzi I want to place it on the 
record that some three or 
four weeks ago the minister 
of trade and industry (Waldo 
Skillings) said in the corridor 
they would ‘get Dowding.’

“This is government policy.
I want to know what the pre­
mier says,” said Strachan.

After a 47-minute recess, 
the Speaker ruled that he 
found, on the basis of the ma­
terial placed before him. 
‘‘there is on the face of it a 
breach of privilege.”

He added: “However, there 
are certain salient factors 
with which this house should 
be acquainted before it votes 
on the motion, which I must 
find to be in order.”
MADE CLEAR 

Speaker Murray said while 
on the private bills committee 
in 1966, Dowding made it 
abundantly clear to the com­
mittee he would neither vote 
nor in any way persuade the 
committee so far as passage 
of the bill was concerned.

He said the matter took 
place in a previous parlia­
ment.

“I have not the time now 
before prorogation to discover 
whether this is a factor. It is 
something each member of 
the house must decide for 
himself,” he said.

“Under the circumstances I 
must find that a breach of 
privilege has occurred, with 
these reservations,” Murray 
said.

Dowding then said he had 
examined the invoice pro­
duced by Capozzi and added: 
“It does not bear my signa­
ture.”

He said the invoice was not 
in his handwriting, not signed 
by him and he had no knowl­
edge of it.

Referring to the amount of 
the invoice, Dowding said it

!ii5Ur!5';î 1 wou,à noThavT 
allowed it to happen."

He said he thought he had 
acted properly by declaring 
his interest and withdrawing. 
‘SERIOUS'

5ai? lle "ve‘-y fact 
that the Speaker had accepted 
the motion shows me serious- 
ness of the situation.”

!dded: am not trying
to detract from that. How­
ever, 1 ask the member (Ca- 
P”21,) to withdraw the résolu-

Strachan said the chairman 
of the committee in 1966, 
former Vancouver-Centre So- 
cred MLA Alex Matthew, and 
°'ber members, had knowl- 
edge of the situation and had 
decided that Dowding "was 
clean."

Gaglardi then made the 
speech which led to first Sira- 
chan and then Bennett with­
drawing their reguest for Ca­
pozzi to drop the motion
beyond repair

Said Gaglardi: "1 would 
like to join the premier in 
asking for the withdrawal of 
this particular motion.

''Having been an individual 
that was injured beyond re­
pair by the member who is 
now under fire - (he) having 
been the member that had an 
affidavit presented on the 
floor of this house which put 
me through hell for seven 
solid weeks — I know a little 
bit about this business.”

(During the 1963 session, 
Dowding filed documents in 
• he house which made 
charges of graft against the 
provincial highways depart­
ment and he called for an 
immediate inquiry into the al­
legations.

(The documents were sworn 
to by Dick Holzworth, of Hel­
ena. Mont., who had been 
president of Union Contractors 
which had taken over L and 
M Logging of Kamloops on a 
12.8 mile road job on the 
Trans-Canada Highway.

(The documents alleged that 
Gaglardi had promised to 
take care of a contractor jj 
working on a highways pro- j 
jeet near Revelstoke; the con- 
tractor paid a mortgage held 
against a highways depart- ■ 
ment employee; the employ­ee’s wife, a former Social j 
Credit official claimed to be , 
the organist in Gaglardi's church in Kamloops, was paid | 
$350 a month; in return the : 
contractor got $135,000 from 
the highways department for S 
work never done and work ! 
estimate sheets were altered j 
to obtain the money.

(Holswortb alleged L and M 
got the $135,000.
(Gaglardi denied the 

charges.
i tQAtigrdfs department was ■ 
" .... •***$#**»*««*

later cleared of the clrngls^H 
by the public accounts com- vf 
mittee. They voted 7 to 6. )
'SHOW MERCY’

In the house on Wednesday 
night, Gaglardi said: “I feel 
with the premier and I am 
asking that some mercy be 
shown in this particular situa­
tion and that Capozzi with­
draw the motion.

“I hope nothing like this 
ever happens on the floor of 
this house at any time in th ’ÜÜIII 
future.

“It is a pretty sad situation 
when one has to be subjected 
to some of the things I have 
suffered on the part of that jjQ 
member (Dowding).”

Strachan jumped up imme­
diately and said that in view '*■ 
of Gaglardi’s statements he 
no longer asked Capozzi to 
withdraw his motion.

Said Bennett: “I am trying . /■ 
to act in a non-partisan way >• 
but since the leader of the ! v 
Opposition has gone contrary ’> 
to the leader of the house /. 
(Bennett himself) I withdraw ■ 
the request to withdraw the J& 
motion. Let the matter he de- 
bated.”
•VERY SIMILAR'

Capozzi said the initials and ‘S’ 
signature on the invoice were 
very similar to initials and v; 
signature on a note he had ; 
received from Dowding.

He said he was not ques- ' 
honing the fact that Dowding 
had not voted in the commit- HP. 
tec or in the house, but his ij 
charge was related to the re- ■*]& 
ceipt of payment after a bill JB 
was sent by Dowding or a 
member of his firm.

He said receipt by either 
Dowding or a member of the 
firm is contrary to parhamen- 
tarv regulations.

Dowding. in a formal state­
ment to the house, said that 
if Capozzi had shown him the „ 
invoice first he could have as- |
Mired him it was not his sig- E 
nature which appeared on it. ; ■

He said Capozzi could have 
checked with a handwriting 
expert.

..

-

>P- - :



V j*>

*1,708 for disbursements such 
as advertising.

(No explanation of the dif­
ference in the amount of the 
invoice was given inside tne 
house, but an invoice to 
Southwest Mortgage filed by 
Capozi showed the tiSure 
mentioned by Dowding.)

Dowding said he can only 
surmise it was sent out under 
his name because I 
practice of most law

i’s statement.
Dowding then made another 

Id to have the matter cut off 
V arguing that nothing done 
i the 1966 legislature has any 
-ference to Capozzi.
He said other members who «« to the house in 1966 
ere aware he declared his 
threat in the bill in question 
Saw minutes of the com- 
fttee would confirm he ab­
ated timsslL

send out bills in the name of 
the senior member.

(The invoice filed in the 
house bore the initials G HD- j 
SP and was signed “Per G. 
H. Dowding.”)

Added Dowding: “If I had 
known that a member of my 
firm acting for a client with j 
the private bills committee j 
was regarded in any way as j

“This member (Capozzi) 
ias no right to lay these 
:barges in this session of the 
legislature,” Dowding added.

The Speaker again ruled 
Capozzi should continue.

Capozzi said the invoice for 
•9,225 was on the letterhead 
tf Dowding's firm, Dowding, 
rrasov, Deverell and Harrop,
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Medicare Figures Indicate 
B.C. Surplus of $12 Million

San Victoria Burean
VICTORIA — Medicare fig­

ures tabled in the legislature on 
the last day of the session 
Wednesday indicate that the 
■government should have about 
$12.5 million surplus revenue 
which it could use to reduce 
premiums or increase medicare 
benefits this year.

The figures were contained in 
answers to a question for medi­
care details asked by Opposition 
leader Robert Strachan.

They were filed by Provincial 
Secretary Wesley Black, who is 
responsible for medicare cov­
ering the six-month period 
from July 1, when the program 
began.

Black’s answers stated that 
the*total payment made for in- 
surfcl services was $50.9 million 
an « Spremiums for the period 
amiJmted to $28.4 million.
FEDERAL SHARE
IfHhese figures are doubled to 

cover a full year, they become 
£103.8 million, and $56.8 million 
respectively.

Black said earlier in the ses­
sion that the federal govern­
ment pays about 40 per cent of 
B.C.’s medicare costs.
Federal contributions plus 

premiums amount to $98.3 mil­
lion of the estimated annual 
$103.8 million in costs, leaving 
$5.5 million to be met by the 
provincial treasury.

However, the estimates for

the 1969-70 fiscal year have 
budgeted for $50 million for 
medicare of which the federal 
government plus premiums, ac­
cording to these calculations, 
would pay about $40 million.

This meqns the province has

it wishes to reduce premiums, $ 
On the basis of premiums atiÿl 

$56.8 million, the reduction'll 
could be more than 20 per cent. R 

Liberal leader Dr. Pat Mc-f-t 
Geer, said the figures appear to o 
be incomplete.

“In the coming year there is 
art enormous increase in appro- 
priations in the estimates, sug-In­
gesting a reduction in medicare, ^ 
premiums to be announced at >. 
the time an election is called,” 
he said.

“I’m astonished how low the: i| 
premium figure is and certainly i-j 
in the next six months the|H 
premium figure will be 1 
greater.”
AVERAGE PAYMENT

In his reply tabled in the sj 
house, Black stated that fami- ; •; 
lies receiving 90 per cent sub-: !i 
sidy in the first six months ~ i 
amounted to 55,922, families re- | 
ceiving 50 per cent were 17,045, @ 
single persons receiving 90 per 4 
cent premium subsidy weref%” 
123,125, and single persons re- ' < 
ceiving 50 per cent were 18,061.’ÿ»' 

Average payment for serv-; | 
ices, he said, amounted to S7.67.H 

During the last sitting, theb'-j 
government defeated a motion^ 
by Strachan to have a complete! 4) 
financial statement on the firstj b; 
[six months of operation of med-r\|
I icare.__________ ________

budgeted for $10 million of 
provincial money, when past ex­
perience has shown it needed 
to have budgeted about $5 mil­
lion.
$16 MILLION BUDGETED

In 1967-68, the province budg­
eted $16 million for the full 
year, without allowing for fed­
eral contributions.

This would be $8 million in 
provincial money for the first 
half of the fiscal year when 
there were no federal contribu­
tions.

On the basis of Black’s fig­
ures, for the second six months 
of that year only $2.5 million in 
provincial money would have 
been needed.

This means that provincial 
medicare expenditure for the 
full 1967-68 year would have 
been $10.5 million.

With the total appropriation of 
$18 million, for the 1968-69 fiscal 
year there would be $7.5 million 
still in hand.

This $7.5 million, plus the ex­
pected $5 million saving under 
this year’s budgeting, means 
that the government should 
have about $12.5 million at the

robe Broadened 
i Firm's Affairs

Expenses Report Tame
Wolfe was accused of making 
up the rules as he went along.

It was the committee in 
which the four ministers-with- ! 
out-portfolio — Gaglardi, Mrs.j 
Grace McCarthy, Mrs. Pat Jor- ; 
dan and Mrs. Isabel Dawson — 

sharply interrogated

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The report of 

the legislature’s standing com­
mittee on public accounts was 
but a whisper compared to the 
uproar of the committee meet­
ings during the session.

The report of the committee 
was tabled in the legislature 
Wednesday, the last day of the 
1969 session.

This was the committee in 
which opposition and govern­
ment MLA’s wrangled with one 
another over Hotel Vancouver 
expense vouchers incurred by 
Minister-Without-Portfolio Phil 
Gaglardi, and over the logs of 
government aircraft.

It was the committee out of 
which Robert Strachan stormed 
in a rage last week because his 
rid to call Premier and Finance 
Minister W. A. C. Bennett 
failed, and the committee in 
which Socred chairman Evan

Sun Victoria Bureau 
? VICTORIA — The investiga- 
ion into the affairs of the Com- 
nonwealth group of companies 

has been widened following re­
signation of a royal commission 
appointed to do the job, Attor­
ney-General Les Peterson said 
[Wednesday.
I He said in an interview that 
! lawyer R. D. Plommer, QC, 
was appointed Tuesday to head 
[the probe.
î A second lawyer, John E. 
Spencer, was appointed at the 
same time to join the investi­
gating team, he added.

; Peterson said the investiga­
tion is under the Securities Act 
imd was started before the ap­
pointment of the commission, i 
; The three-man commission re-1 
signed without meeting formally 
on the grounds continuing de­
bate in the legislature on the 
jbommonwealth affair made it

Involved arç Commonwealth|[ 
Trust Co. and a number of as-l 
sociated companies.

Peterson said Plommer andfl 
Spencer will join the existing,^ 
investigating team of chartered||j 
accountant Don Gardiner, law-,4: 
yer K. S. Fawcus, and the com- -J 
mercial fraud squad of the ‘ 
RCMP.

He said there is no intention ; 
at present to publicize the work4 
of the investigators.

When the commission re-8 
i signed, Peterson said some alj|

Wednesday about their frequent 
use of department of highways 
aircraft to travel to and from 
their ridings.

But the report of the commit­
tee reflected none of this. It 
said only:

“Your committee held several 
meetings for examination of 
vouchers supplied by the comp­
troller general.

“Your committee also called 
witnesses to answer;*;

mm

ternative form of investigation 
was under cbnsideration to re­
place the commissioners, whe

several _______ ..
questions regarding travelling! 
expenses and the use of govern-; 
ment aircraft.

“All of which is respectfully 
submitted.

Evan Wolfe, Chairman.” n-J

would have sat in public.

isible for it to do itsjob.

I

JSC



louse Probe of C'wealth 
Smashed by Gov't Majority

By IAIN HUNTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - The government 
majority in the legislature 
squashed a move by the Liberal 
MLAs Wednesday to have a 
house committee set up to delve 
into the Commonwealth affair.

The loud debate on the mo- 
i lion, introduced by Liberal] 
Header Dr. Pat McGeer, was the 

ast angry exchange in the leg- 
slature before the session was 
rorogued later in the day. 
McGeer complained that the 

iSnotion was not brought forward 
%. jby Premier W. A. C. Bennett as 

. house leader until the last day 
* , '.of the session when, as Speaker 

fir William Murray observed, it 
5* would be impossible to impie- 
Kiment it, even if it was passed.

The New Democralic Party
MLAs joined in supporting the 

py*-Liberals and Alex Macdonald 
- :<N D P -V ancouver East) 

charged that the government
was defeating the move to prev- 

. - Sent light being cast on the gov- 
■ fcSjemment actions in the Com- 

:. monwealth affair.
WORDING OF REPORT 

McGeer’s motion read:
| “That a special committee ofj 

he house be formed to investi- 
ate all matter relating to Com­
onwealth Trust Company, 

lommonwealth Investors Syndi- 
ate Ltd., and any companies 
ubsldary, related, or associated 
herewith, and without limiting 
he generality of the foregoing 

inquire specifically into the 
inspection and supervision of 

lose companies under the 
ompanies Act, the Securities 
iCt, the Trust Companies Act 
nd the Investment Contract 
ct, and to report to the house 
ithin three weeks* time or be 

[ore the end of the session, 
hichever is the sooner.’’
“This is the first opportunity 

re have had to move this mo- 
ion on the most important mat- 

Iter to come before this house 
this year,’’ stated McGeer 

He observed that it was the 
last chance for public investiga 
tion of the affair because of the 
[resignation of the royal com­
mission appointed earlier.

Murray then observed that 
with prorogation scheduled with 
a short time it would be impos­
sible to give effect to the mo­
tion this session.

“Has the legislature 
prorogued then?’’ demanded 
McGeer sarcastically.

It is well known that the 
business of this house will 
prorogue quite soon,” snapped 
the speaker.

“The business of this house is 
not complete until we have got 
to the bottom of this Common­
wealth mess,” yelled McGeer, 
and the speaker shouted for 
him to come to order.

“Even if it is the last day, 
the motion should still be in 
order,” stated Leo Nimsick 
(NDP-—Kootenay). He said the 
motion should be considered as 
long as the house is sitting. 
PROBE TO CONTINUE

Attorney-General Leslie Peter­
son then repeated a statement 
he made outside the house ear­
lier in the day that the investi­
gation will continue under the 
authority of the Securities Act, 
with extra experts being en­
gaged to help carry it out.

Dave Barrett (NDP—Coqui­
tlam) insisted there is prece­
dent for committee of the legis­
lature sitting beyond proroga­
tion to deal with important mat­
ters.

I am not satisfied that this 
investigation is to be carried on 
in secret,” said Macdonald.

What is on trial is not the 
actions of the trust company, 
but the actions of this govern­
ment, and the only way this can 
be brought to light is on a com­
mittee where there are repre­
sentatives of Her Majesty’s 
loyal opposition," the NDP 
member declared.

“They (the governmen 
MLAs) don’t want the light 
day to shine on this matter. 
You are guilty a^a governmen! 
in not accepting this motion,1 
he shouted at the Socreds. 
‘VACUUM NOT FILLED’

McGeer noted that the royal 
commission, set up under chair­
manship of Mr. Justice M. M, 
McFarlane to investigate thi 
financially-troubled Common- 
weath Trust Co. and il

ciated companies, resigned ear-1 
lier this session without ever| 
beginning its work.

“No one is going to fill that] 
vacuum,” he said.

“We need to shine the light 
on officers in Commonwealth 
Trust and their relations with 
the officials of this government 
sitting on the treasury 
benches,” McGeer said.

The Liberal leader also told 
the legislature that documents 
filed with the Alberta govern­
ment in 1964 and 1965 showed 
deficiencies in the trust com­
pany.

“The Alberta government! 
should have acted as did the! 
Saskatchewan government be-g 
cause in my view the docu-f 
ments filed with the Alberta! 
government did not show ade-l 
quate reserves to protect the g 
contract holders in that prov-| 
ince,” he said.
SASKATCHEWAN ACTED

He noted that the Saskatche-| 
wan government did act to bar! 
the company from that province§ 
for its financial condition.

During the debate on the last 
day, Bennett acceded to two op­
position motions to file further 
documents relating to the Com­
monwealth group of companies, 
including audited statements of 
the trust company.

But he said that there is diffi­
culty in filing all the documents: 
because there is more than one 
room full of documents relating 
to these companies.

McGeer’s motion was de­
feated on a voice vote by the- 
government members voting 
against the Liberals and New 
Democrats.



Apr. 3.1969

hr H CONTROVERSY IN B.C HOUSE

Session Begins, Ends in Acrimony
At one stage Premier W. A. 

C. Bennett forecast odds of 60-SSun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - B.C.’s third - 
nd believed last — session of 

s 28th parliament ended 
Wednesday as it had begun, in 

acrimony.
The last hours saw a veteran 

MLA suspended from the house 
over a charge of breach of par-

said it represented a first step 
only.

A provincial human rights act 
combining existing laws on fair 
employment and against dis­
crimination also received as­
sent.

Other government bills ap­
proved included compensation 
for people injured while aiding 
police, permission for munici­
palities to have local option on 
Sunday sports, establishment of 
a law reform commission and 
simplification of the province’s 
court system.

The session also saw legisla­
tion to set up the first national 
park on the West Coast, based 
on Long Beach on Vancouver 
Island.
50 SITTING DAYS

There were 50 sitting days 
during the session, three less 
than the record set in 1968.

Of 79 bills introduced, 47 
public bills were passed, com­
pared with 59 in 1968.

There were 24 night sittings, 
three less than in the previous 
year. Latest the house sat was 
3:50 a.m. after the opposition 
proposed a non-confidence vote 
on Resources Minister Ray Wil- 
liston for his lack of enforce­
ment of anti-pollution laws.

The opposition charged later- tr------— vH»6cu laic,
the late sitting was Bennett’s 
way of punishing them for this.

Bennett himself was earlier j 
subjected to a non-confidence ; 
vote and the opposition made j 
an unsuccessful bid to cut off g

Observers believed that the 
government’s support on the 
last day for the move to sus­
pend Dowding was a suggestion 
that it is preparing the way for 
an election.

The session saw the introduc­
tion of the province’s first bil­
lion dollar budget, which allo­
cated $130 million in revenue 
surplus for such things as aid to 
Indians, foreign aid, amateur 
sport, culture and a start on the 
government’s promised new 
building in Vancouver.

Highlights of the session also 
included a new auto insurance 
scheme, with no-fault provi­
sions, which the government 
claimed will save money for 
motorists.
CONTROVERSIAL MOVE

Most controversial legislation 
passed allowed the government 
to loan up to $3 million to the 
financially troubled Common­
wealth Trust Company on a 
matching basis.

There was general agreement 
on legislation providing for re­
clamation of strip mined areas, 
although opposition members

Ithe salaries and expenses of the 
four ministers without portfolio. 

Among opposition members’
.... _ charge of breach of par­
liamentary privilege brought by 
a Socred backbencher.

The MLA was Gordon Dowd­
ing (NDP — Burnaby Ed­
monds) and the backbencher 
Herb Capozzi (Vancouver 
Centre).

More than two hours of bitter 
debate marked the suspension.

The session, in the words of 
[Liberal leader Dr. Pat McGeer, 
[had been characterised by vind­
ictiveness.

It got off to an acrimonious 
start over the Commonwealth 
affair, which rumbled through 
most of the session and had 
echoes on the last day as the 
government squashed a Liberal 
motion to have a legislative 
probe.
ELECTION HINTS

During the session there were 
i number of hints that B.C. is 
eaded for an early general el- 
ction.

bills defeated or ruled out of 1 
order were those to allow citi-|; 
zens to sue the Crown, to ap­
point an ombudsman, to provide! !
for a Hansard and to broadcast 
debates. /

.. •

—Jim Ryan Photo
In background is long-by 30-21 vote.after censureBANISHED FROM HOUSE. NDP member Gordon

vi



Llames K.
[NESBITT

VICTORIA — Mr. Speaker William Murray 
intoned: “We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 

5 subjects, the legislative assembly of the province of 
\ British Columbia, in session assembled, approach 
Your Honor at the close of our labors with sentiments 

; of unfeigned devotion and loyalty to Her Majesty’s 
m person, and humbly beg to present for Your Honor’s 

JiS acceptance Bill (No. 75) entituled 4An Act for Grant- 
ing Certain Sums of Money ($1 billion this year) for 

jgL the public service of the province of British Colum- 
f bia’. ”

Clerk-of-the-house E. K. De 
pBeck intoned: “In Her Majes- 
Sjty’s name, His Honor the lieu- 
Itenant-governor doth thank 
gHer Majesty's loyal subjects, 
paccept their benevolence, and 
lassent to this bill.”
I Provincial Secretary Wesley 
(Black intoned : “It is His 
[honor the lieutenant-gover- 
fcor’s will and pleasure that 
She legislative assembly be 
prorogued until it shall please 
Elis Honor to summon the 
jjSame for dispatch of business, 
pand this provincial legislative 

Jassembly is hereby prorogued 
paccordingly.”
I These time-honored words,
Killed with tradition and dign­
ity, mean a legislative session 
pjis over. They have been ut­
tered, exactly the same, since 
|the first session, early in 1872, 

months after Queen

'Tobacco Ads Bill 
Ends in Smoke

fvictoria’s Crown colony of 
^British Columbia became a 
province of Canada.

Joseph W. Trutch was lieu- 
[tenant-governor then, John 
Foster McCreight the pre- 
jjrnier, A. Rocke Robertson the 
provincial secretary, and 
Barnes Trible the speaker. 
[There were 25 members.

★ ★ ★
These are words that are 

[welcome, after the turmoil 
land confinement of a session, 
■which, this year, lasted from 
[Jan. 23, when snow was on 
[the ground, and this capital 
jcity was mortified by the Arc­
tic weather. Since then spring 
jhas burst out all over, and 
Sour gardens and parks are in 
[iglory.

These are words of nostal­
gia for, despite the uproar 
: a u s e d in the legislative 

[chamber bÿ wild words flying 
jabout, and political bitter- 
jjnesses all over the place, 
lthere is always a feeling of 
[loneliness and uncertainty on 
[prorogation day.

It’s the end of a chapter 
|and whether this particular 
.chapter be good or bad only 

gthe political historians will be 
gable to say.

Who, for instance, of the 55 
gMLAs, for one reason or an- 
jother, will not be at the 1970 
[session? Four 1968 MLAs 
■were not here this session. 
gJOne (George Vulliamy) died; 

wo (Ray Perrault and Ran­
dolph Harding) went to the 

of Commons; one 
IK Alan Macfarlane) to the

-,., ★ ★ ★
Win there be a general elec- 

■tion before next session? 
[Only the premier can tell, and 

he won’t, yet, for he is not 
[sure at this point, though I 
■would think he’s sorely 
(tempted.

The premier loves elections. 
■They put pep aMbounce into 
■him. He says 0* oftencr he 
■calls elections the more demo- 
gcratic it proves him to be.

* i election would knock out 
| at least 20 of r~—" "

, mostly,

SPEAKER WILLIAM MURRAY, 
. . . presides at closing

be forgotten this government 
has held power for a long, 
long time (going on 17 years) 
and in longevity there can be

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - A Social Credit 

backbencher’s bill to regulate 
tobacco advertising in B.C. :i§| went up in smoke Wednesday — 

M but only after all sides of the 
■Jm house accepted it in principle.

| The bill, introduced earlier by 
■ James Chabot (SC - Columbia 
5| River) stated that no advertis- 
M ing shall promote the sale of 
B tobacco unless it gives equal 
gE| prominence to the fact that 
æjg smoking is injurious to health, 

and levies an advertising fee 
equal to the cost of the adver- 
tisement.

| Chabot told the house before 
pt; his bill received second reading 

— it was the only private mem- 
S % ber’s biU to get this far during 
W$ the session - that it was an 

attempt to bring tobacco adver­
tising back to reality. 
‘DECEIVING’

“The type of advertising of 
tobacco that we see in the 
press, on the radio and espe­
cially on TV, is disgraceful,” he 
said. '‘The advertising is de 
ceiving because it leads our 
youth to thinking that smoking 
is desirable.

“I am suggesting these adver­
tisements are morally wrong 
and we should accept this legisU1U HI Ultlt ton Ut , " — w— -----r- -—— O —

mighty danger for a govern- j la tion on behalf of the youth of
mAfil nn rv, nltor af fi aiI 4 h i c nr/,1'1 n AÛ

iiiK me mure .
Ihs’ of a session, $1 
:h togetherness, 
litical partisans, jM
mtmjmjmmjM

ment, no matter how efficient 
it may be.

“It’s time for a change,” m 
can be a potent, and uncon­
trollable urge in the polling 
booths.

MLAs, during the 
than two months’ 
share much 
though as political 
the three parties have little in 
common but a gilded Captain 
George Vancouver over their 
heads.

However, they do feel as B 
fellows in their desire to im- [|j 
prove the lot of British Co- 
lumbians, though they never 
agree as to how best this can 59 
be accomplished. They are as 
one, too, in wooing the voters, 
but go about it in different 
ways.

MLAs like their sessional 
indemnities, and they like the 
prestige of being able to tack f&j 
the initials MLA after their pHHS 
names. They very much like 
belonging to what the premier 
often calls the most exclusive 
club in British Columbia.
There is never any shortage 
of candidates for legislative 
seats.

★ ★ ★
I think this has been one of

the noisiest sessions I’ve ever 
observed. Day after day there 
were fierce rackets. Gavels 
were broken trying to keep 
order. I feared that on occa­
sion heads would be physi­
cally pounded.

Explosions blew ccüing-high 
at any moment. There were 
sure plenty of moments — 
and how! It was all tremen­
dously exciting.

I think I detected more last­
ing political bitterness than 
usual. That’s because an elec­
tion could come at a wink of 
the premier’s eye.

MLAs, mostly, quickly for­
get sessional bitternesses, but 
not this time. They are nur­
turing them, for use on the 
hustings.

This session seems to have 
left a suppurating condition 

*BUC 01 *■*»

this province.
Speaker William Murray ob­

served that he thought the bill 
went beyond the competence of 
the provincial legislature.

“That’s all right,” said Pre

Si
-•4$

ES&lMsSI

mier W. A. C. Bennett, 4 
government will accept 
bill.”

Liberal leader Dr. Pat Mc-L 
Geer said this was the sort of| 
legislation that was needed and I 
he hoped every other province I 
in Canada would follow suit.

“I always said that no matter I 
how many smokestacks there! 
are, cigarette smoking is al l 
ways the worst form of poilu-1 
tion,” Bennett said.

“I hope all tobacco manufac-l 
turers, all advertising people! 
will understand how the people| 
of B.C. at long last will notfl 
stand for this kind of pollution.”

Dave Stupich (NDP — Na-1 
naimo) alone among the MLAsI 
did not support the principle of I 
the bill.

He said that this would meant 
driving tobacco advertising! 
away from B.C. media to media | 
coming in from outside the! 
province, such as Bellingham I 
television stations, just as has g 
happened with TV liquor adver-|

SECOND READING
Health Minister Ralph Loff-I 

mark said that provincial health I 
ministers at last fall’s fédéral-1 
provincial meeting expressed 
desire for unifrom tobacco leg-1 
islation across Canada.

“But there was g e n e r a l| 
agreement across Canada that I 
we should do as much as pract-l 
ical to discourage advertising! 
which endorses smoking as an| 
acceptable pursuit and deal| 
with it as a serious health haz-| 
ard,” Loffmark added.

The bill was given its . second I 
reading on a voice vote, Stupich! 
alone dissenting, and then Cha-f 
bot moved it be referred to the! 
next sitting of the house for the| 
third and final reading.

Because Wednesday was the| 
last day of the session, this |

V ' lîfÉ à

mi
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Insurance Bill 
es Final Voté

mm •
:] The New Democratic Party ^ 

H spokesman on auto insurance Si
| called the government's nevv^j 

||! program “political propaganda" |gj 
as the opposition took its last Oj 

Bj fling at the bill Monday.
As William Hartley (NDP— mâ 

B Yale-Lillooet) was making theifl 
\\ charge, saying the government||| 

■Iwould not dare implement the 
Reinsurance before an election, HI 

two .cabinet ministers took a t' | 
■ fling at Hartley.

Municipal Affairs Minister jjg| 
Dan Campbell accused the New j 

® Democrat of misleading then 
house Friday during second

Committee Calls1

MLAs Demand 
Explanations

The four ministers with- ■ 
out portfolio and Health SB 
Minister Ralph Loffmark* 
have been called to explain J 
to a legislative committee H 
Wednesday why they've 
been using government air- 

| craft like air taxis to their ^ 
j hometowns.

And Highways Minister WesleyH 
Black, in charge of the provin-S 
cial air fleet, also will be asked ■ 
to appear to say whether or not ■ 
he believes they've ignored his l|| 
warning to all departments last ■

I June that flight privileges H 
I should not be abused.
I The committee agreed this M 
I morning it had to call the ■
I ministers as witnesses if it is to H 
I get down to hard facts on how ■
I much it costa to operate the «B® 
3 fleet and who uses it. 
a Ernie Lecours (SC — Rich- 
; mond) summed up the commit-go 
| tee’s feelings this morning by^H 
| observing the ministers must be 9
■ called because “We want to find*
■ out if government aircraft are^^H 
■being abused.” '
Bfew facts

I The committee learned there |H
II are few facts available about 
fjgthe air fleet’s operations.
I Fraser MacLean,

Attorney-General Peterson* 
read from two letters which ■ 
stated Hartley had lost his 9 
contracts “due to lack of jg 
production” during the last two H 
years.

That brought Opposition I 
I Leader Robert Strachan to his ® 
I feet accusing the company—Co- ■ 
j “I state that as government j| 
1 policy.”

Macdonald said the legisla- ||| 
i tlon, as it stands, “is a 
| sometime bill,” and Hartley fp 
| called it “insurance company || 
B legislation and you're going to|||J 
I try to use it as election l||s 
I propaganda.
I “When people are forced intof|| 
I the clenched fist of the insur-|H 
I ance companies, they won’t like® 
I you any more,” he added,® 
I pointing at the government M 
I benches.

“You wouldn’t try bringing itll 
I in before an election.”
I The member concluded that|| 
9“right from the word go, this® 
jjJbill is politically motivated.”
I Garde Gardom (L—Vancouver^

■ Point Grey) said current auto|g
■ insurance discriminates against!
■ young people and this discrim-1 
H ination should stop.
■ He said that in Vancouver,! 
fifl any person under 25 now must 3
■ pay about $210 for basic cover-1 
^■age even if he has a cleans
■ driving record.

I “Just because you’re under!
■ 25—just because you’re young I
■ or old, is no reason to apply 1
■ operative Insurance Co., fori
■ whom Hartley was an agent in I
■ Merritt—with being “part of the!
■ establishment.”

I “This company wants to be on |
■ the right side of this govern-j
■ ment,” said Strachan. “That’sI 
^Bwhy they fired Bill Hartley and
■ for no other reason.”
■ Strachan describe d it asl
■ “plain dirty politics.”
I C1 ause-by-clause committed

■ approval was given the legisla-] 
^■tion with amendments after
■ about IV3 hours of debate.

I Hartley and Alex Macdonald
■ (NDP—Vancouver East) both 
^■centred criticism on the absence
■ of a specific starting date in the

SSiiPS'
m. aiaaP?.

assistantes 
deputy highways minister, who* 
now handles bookings for trips g® 

j on the government planes, said* 
l no operating coat breakdown* 
I has been kept for the two piston- ffl 
| driven Beechcraft, one turbine- WÊ 
lpowered Beechcraft and one* 
I Grumman Goose now being ■ 
I converted to turbine power.
I He said that Minister Without ■

I Portfolio Phil Gaglardi, whoH 
was in charge of the fleet as® 
highways minister for almost* 
the entire 1967-68 fiscal year® 
under study, took a personal® 
Interest in the air fleet and his® 
office handled all bookings® 
directly.

“People phoned to his seere-II 
Itary and made a booking for 11 1 where and when they wanted to Eg 

■ go and the flights were ap-g 
H proved by that office,” MacLeanB 
9 said.
j NO LEAR RECORD 
■ He added that while operating! 

■ details were skimpy for the! 
■ existing fleet, there is no record! 
■left at all of the Lear jet’s! 
■operations because its flight log| 
■was returned with the plane to! 
■the manufacturer when Premier! 
■Bennett decided to drop the! 
■lease-purchase agreement after! 
■ Gaglardi’s resignation.
I After Black took over the! 

■portfolio last summer, he desig-l 
■ nated MacLean as the booking!

officer and sent out a circular! 
■ memo to all departments June 61 
■laying down conditions for use] 
■ of. the aircraft by senior person-1 
■ nel as transport.
■ The memo said commercial! 
■lines were to be used wherever 
^■possible and the government

'said it come intc
rules.

The attorney-general said no 
cost estimates are available for 

additional ^insnran^P ♦«! 
Icover the $250 deductible under 
the new- collision plan in the 
insurance bill. .

Allan Cox (L—Oak Bay) sale
of this

11 make costa to «the ai 
iver with a good :



ining Bil 
A First Step'

New Democratic Party and Liberal MLAs predicted 
the government’s legislation to control strip mining, 
given third reading Monday, will have to be updated 

[next session.

Cities to Handle 
Tenant Disputes

The provincial government's 
planned legislation to handle 
disputes between landlords and 
tenants turns the key over to 
municipal councils.

Municipal Affairs Minister 
I Dan Campbell Monday released 
I draft legislation he said now is 
I being circulated among munici- 
I pal governments for comment.

It is enabling legislation which 
would permit municipal councils 
to set up a “rental accommoda­
tion grievance board” and pay 

^ for it out of the local budget.
The board will rule on the 

validity of any complaint deal­
ing with either written leases or 
where lease are not in effect, 

p AREAS OF DISPUTE
Specified areas of dispute 

| are:
The amount of time to be 

given as notice of a rent 
__ increase; the amount of time 
|| given notice to vacate either by 

tenant or landlord: the level of 
service and maintenance to be 
provided: conditions of entry for 
inspection of the premises by 
the landlord and any other 
conditions set by the local 
council.

The bill would provide pay-

Iment of a maximum $25 a day 
for members of the grievance 
board who arc not already 
council members.

Despite opposition efforts to 
get Campbell to say when such 
legislation is likely to be 
Introduced, the minister would 

only say it will come in when 
^ local councils indicate they want
i \u-■ Norman Levi (NDP — Van-

Icouver South) called the pro­
posed bill "a pitiful document” 
in the face of what he described 

“the rent-gouging now going 
" in the province's major* 

Burban areas.
Levi said the legislation 

| should be introduced now and 
! be a starting point for more 
| complete statute protection of 
I tenants.

pgg The exchange came as the 
house neared the end of debate 

ùûS1on the municipal affairs depart- 
gment’s estimated 55.9 million 

icnditures.

The bills, amended along the 
lines recommended b y the 
select legislature committee 
study, were described as only] 
“a first step” by Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan.

He said his party supported 
the legislation in the full 
knowledge that a year from now 
the legislation “will have to be 
updated to do the kind of job 
that’s necessary.”

Allan Williams (L—West Van- 
couver-Howe Sound) indicated 
his party did not find the bills 
as exacting in their require­
ments for reclaiming mined 
land as they might be.

He said it provided the 
government with tools to control 
devastation and if they didn't 
work it would be because of the 
inefficiency of the departments 
concerned.
CAN BE CORRECTED

“Any faults which do crop up 
can be corrected next session/ 
he added.

Mines Minister Frank Richter 
Introduced amendments giving 
the mining companies six 
months instead of three months 
to file plans for conserving and 
reclaiming the countryside at 
strip-mine sites.

New' provisions were added 
for appeals, consultation be- 
tween government departments 
and for increased deposits 
where reclamation is not to 
occur immediately.

The opposition continued its 
demands that a reclamation 
board, independent of the cab­
inet, be set up to police the bills 
— the Coal Mines Regulations 
Act and amendments -to the 
Mines Regulations Act.

Lands and Forests Minister 
Ray Williston and Conservation 
Minister Kenneth Kieman said 
this would only increase 
bureaucracy while their depart­
ments and the mines depart­
ment now have enough experts 
to handle the situation.

LF.VI
,.. blast at welfare

'Stoned 
Coming, 
Going'

A social worker member of 
the NDP said Monday wel- \ 
fare recipients In Vancouver | 
are arriving In taxis to collect | 
their cheques.

“They are stoned when they j 
arrive and stoned when they 
leave,” said Norman Levi | 
(NDP—Vancouver South).

The MLA wan critical of I 
both ends of the province's 
welfare setup as the house 
debated the $87.7 million I 
social welfare department I 
estimates.

Levi said there is too much 
needless bureaucracy in 
administration of the provin- ! 
rial program and added that j 
no one Is checking to see how j 
the money handed out In the I 
bl-weekly cheques Is spent. ! 

•
“Nobody seems to care 

what happens to these people 
when they leave the welfare |

He charged that the system 
Is driving good welfare social 
workers out of the field 
because they spend 80 per 
cent of their time doing 
nothing but clerical work.

Levi mentioned watching j 
one administrator okay 
requisition for a 35-cent tube ] 
of toothpaste.

The government was not 
getting down to the problem 
“of what's going on on the 
firing line.”

He recommended an experi­
ment : take one in every 10 
families on welfare In a 
community, put them on a 
straight $3,000 or $4,000 an­
nual income and see how they 
fare. Don't force them to 
account for ever)- minor ex­
penditure.

He said the present concen­
tration on “accountability” Is 
‘crippling the system.”
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ash-Burning Supported 
Research UrgeBut More

burn slash
Logging companies sum. 

timber in the fall to help p 
summer, the legislative com 
mended to the legislature M< 
I But the committee’s report 
said the slash-burning policy 
should be reviewed next year 
again in the interior of the 
province.

j And its effects in the coastal 
jarea should be reviewed in 1971.
' Tn the meantime, it called for

i, Lands and
------ Minister Wil-

.. Recreation and Conserva- 
Minister Kieman, Agricul­

ture Minister Shelford and Mines 
and Petroleum Minister 
| Richter.

Campbell, Forests, 
Water Resources I

I liston. l«w~—_ 
tion

[more research on otner nianuuo 
of disposing of the waste wood 
left behind as litter by loggers, 

i To help with forest fire 
fighting, the committee urged 

I efforts continue to improve the ij 
federal government’s special 
fire weather forecasts. It 

| recommended the wages paid to 
men drafted for fire-fighting 
duty be raised from the present 

1 $1.25 to $1.75 an hour.
| A'so recommended was for- 
Imation of an inter-departmental 
H committee to develop land use 
If policies and adjudicate the 
!y various demands from farmers. 
® miners, loggers, subdividers and 
Precreationists for use of the 
Hjsame crown lands.
§ The report said the cabinet 

SsËeommittee should include 
MinisterMunicipal Affairs

Bill Would Seal Off 
Trust Act Loopholes

DEVELOPMENT 
FOR HOUSING 
WIDENED

A bill in the final stages of 
becoming law in the legisla­
ture will grant the B.C. 
Housing Authority power to 
acquire land to initiate hous­
ing developments.

It would increase the pow­
ers of the year-old authority 
to include powers to plan, 
construct, and manage any 
public housing project, to 
acquire and dispose of in its 
own name any lands required 
for public housing and land 
assembly, and acquire in its 
own name and sell housing to 
individuals.

The section is contained in 
the government’s omnibus 
bill, a pot pouri of amend­
ments to various statutes that 
cleared committee stage in 
the house Monday.

In explaining the section, 
Municipal Affairs Minister 
Dan Campbell said that under 
the existing statute the 
authority was "married to 
land assembly initiated by 
municipalities.”

A bill to tighten up the B.C. 
Trust Companies Act was intro- 
[duced in the legislature Monday 
by an opposition member.

Gordon Dowding (NDP— 
Bu ma by-Edmonds I said his 
proix)sal would close some of 
the loopholes revealed so far by 
the Commonwealth Trust Com­
pany situation.

He explained it would require 
trust companies to observe 
strictly the prohibitions against 
"insider” deals, provision of

His amendments would make! 
nine sections of the Companies! 
Act applicable to trust com-! 
panics and also specifically :

Prevent anyone becoming a 
trust company director if he 
already was a director of bank, 
another trust company or a loan 
company and also require trust 
company directors to buy at 
least $5.000 worth of paid-up 
shares in the trust company 
apiece;

Make directors liable to re­
payment of all moneys that 
"are paid out impairing the 
capital or rendering (the com-! 
pany) insolvent’ unless they are 
cm record as protesting the 

I actions in question.

twill

v .
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Negative Tax 
Idea Studied

Fight Promised 
Welfare Case 
Prescription Fee

The provincial government 
will oppose plans of B.C. 
druggists to charge social wel­
fare recipients an extra dollar 
per prescription.

Social Welfare Minister Dan 
Campbell told newsmen this is 
an attempt to force a “fee for 
service principle on the govern­
ment.”

“We will investigate as many 
ways of getting around this as 
are necessary,” said Campbell.

He said pharmacists are 
caught in a price-cost squeeze,

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter

Social Welfare Minister Dan Campbell Monday 
told the legislature the social welfare system through­
out the western world has totally failed and the B.C. 
government thinks the negative income tax will re­
place It. families on welfare jumped

Campbell was replying to a from an average 72,000 in 1967 
broadside attack by Opposi- to 86,000 last December “and 
tion Leader Robert Strachan probably now total 100,000.” 
that the welfare roll is Campbell said his depart­
growing at an alarming rate ment is still preparing the 
because the present system statistics, 
doesn’t reduce hard core “But as far as the number 
unemployment. on welfare rolls is concerned,

, J , „ ... the most significant thing is
Sd-achan »c#ed Campbe e|kc, lcchnol loll

of deliberately withhold^" „„ thosc rolk 
welfare roll a aUst.es from „Thc enfjre m o[ w„. 
the House uold after h,s (ar„ as we knJit in Canada,
departmental estimates are Great Britain and the United
approved. States too. has been a com-

He ,said the minister is plctc and total failure,” said 
afraid to admit the number of Campbell.

“but we don’t intend to have the 
department of social welfare 
made the scapegoat for that 
situation.”

On Monday the B.C. Pharma­
cists’ Society warned it would 
introduce the extra charge April 
15. The society claimed its 
members lose more than $900,- 
000 on welfare prescriptions 
because the government pay­
ment for drugs is too low.

Japan Holds 
Trade Future 
For Canada

Japan will become Canada’s 
most important trading part­
ner within the next 15 years, 
Industrial Development Minis- ; 
ter Waldo Skillings told Vic­
toria Gyro Club on Monday.

Ho described Canada and 
Japan as “natural trading 1 
partners.”

“We have everything that 
the Japanese want : coal, 
copper, timber and grain 
from the Prairies.”

The minister said B.C. will 
have its own pavilion at the 
Osaka world’s fair in 1970 due 
to the importance of Japanese 
trade. The pavilion will cost 
between $1.4 and $1.75 million, 
and its message will be 
“British Columbia is the land 
of the giant trees,” he said.

Unemployement Problem to Grow
He said it is true a hard David Barrett i NDP— 

core unemployment problem Coquitlam) doubted the min- 
exists here as elsewhere and ister’s sincerity because "he 
far from being reduced it will knows the negative income 
grow with automation. tax can only be brought in by

“With that type of a situa- . federal government.” 
tion, we simply must find a "No. that’s not true,” 
way to change the way we retorted Campbell, 
help with social assistance,”
said Campbell. "You can effcct a negative

He said «he provincial gov- ~ >"
ernment now is studying the q
negative income tax idea as Campbell nodded his head, 
the answer. "T)1>('n ,Ket wilh it. do it

| “We believe that a system noW| SQid Barrett, 
of negative income tax. with Premier Bennett was the 
some modifications, will bring first provincial leader, at the 
in a new day in the social Constitutional Conference in
service field in Canada,” Ottawa last month, to propose
Campbell said as several a system of negative income 
MLAs applauded. tax for Canada.

difference to anyone who ■ 
earned less than the base line t$ 
— in other words, a negative ■ 
tax payment.

(In effect, the system would $ 
establish a guaranteed annual & 
income with income tax forms E 
doubling as the means test.) | 

The province of Ontario, 8 
since Premier Bennett’s pro- I 
posai, has endorsed the sug- g 
gestion for more discussion on 8 
the subject.

In raising the idea, Premier 8 
Bennett told the Ottawa meet­
ing that a negative tax would 
equalize the economic oppor­
tunities of all Canadian citi­
zens in better fashion than the 
present system of equalization 

1 grants to “have-not” prov-

He also pointed out that it 
j would provide major reduc­

tions in administration costs I 
and red tape by eliminating 
the need for a large number 
of federal and provincial 
clerks to keep track of the 
huge volume of transfer pay­
ments involved in a variety of 
programs.

Although the B.C. govern­
ment

ANCESTRAL LANDS 
SOUGHT BY INDIANS

VANCOUVER (CP) — 
against the provincial govern 
Indians for their ancestral la 
the Nass River 500 miles nor 
began this week in British 
Court.

Tom Berger, lawyer foi 
Indians in north coastal B.C., 
for B.C.’s Indians, most of wl 
treaties with the provincial | 

The hearing had been p 
at the request of the attorney

understood to be 
actively pushing for a major 
conference on making the 
change, it is not believed to 
be considering exercising its 
right to unilateral action for 
fear it would start an unparal­
leled stampede of Canadians 
moving here.

mm.
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RîHï^nÜi the mosi ImpacT 
include :

The revamping of the courts, 
elevating magistrates to provin­
cial judges immediately and 
merging the county and su­
preme courts next year;

The Human Rights Act to 
prevent discrimination in the 
workaday world:

I Régula lions on strip mining to 
avoid dotting the tansczpe with 
k eyesores ;

Permission at last for local 
option votes on Sunday sports 
and entertainment; 

j And clearing the way for a 
^national park at Long Beach,

Day Session 

B.C. House 

End Tonight
By JOHN MIKA 

Times Legislative Reporter
The second longest legislative session since 1902 is 

expected to be prorogued this evening with Lieutenant- 
Governor John Nicholson reading the closing speech 
around the supper hour.

It will have been an even 70 days since he waded 
through his first Throne Speech to open the third 
session of the 28th British Columbia Legislature.

I In the days between, the 55),

|the first seafront federal park 
on this coast, which should 
{preserve for posterity a unique-

Ily beautiful coastline of Van­
couver Island.

The government also, this 
session, set up a three-man 

□royal commission to study the 
! whole question of liquor sales in 

’gB.C.
J ROYAL COMMISSION

Another royal commission al­
so was set up and it made 

i ; history by being the first—of 
l[ isome 177 royal commissions in 
. ;B.C. history—to resign even 

"before beginning its task.
■ij It was, of course, the three- 
;|jltian inquiry panel set up during 
lithe Commonwealth crisis which 
^gripped the last half of the 

.•■session.
j, A measure of that crisis is the 

jfact that even to MLAs. the 
controversial ouestion of offer­
ing a $.‘l million loan to the 
tottering Commonwealth Trust 
C^mpanv, overshadowed the $1 
billion budget as a conversa­
tional topic.

The major piece of unfinished 
business of this session is the 
government’s continuing delay 
in announcing how it will carry 
out Attorney-General Leslie 
Peterson’s ringing declaration 
to the legislature that some

MI As have gone through 50 day! ^cas* publicity during the 101
____ OI — : _i_i ... À- WCPk.S thn Hailv odds m uilnrl uniI sittings, 24 night sittings, 47| v^oe 

government bills, 29 private |r e 
bills and 196 written questions!su'* 
and answers. ! en

The load was only slightly 
lighter than last year’s session 
Which lasted three more days.

But there was one 
record broken during the ses­
sion — passage of the first $1 nored even by his 
billion budget for operating the | colleagues as he sa 
various government d e p a r t-j enforced penanc 
ments. Ihot'pd «nr! linhannv

1 Attention also was fixed on 
| former Highways minister Phil 
[Gaglardi and former attorney- 

all-time funeral Robert Bonner.
Gaglardi was generally ig-

mortgage ontion under 
h->me acquisition grant. 
FIVE FUNDS 

Five “perpetual funds” were
j créa ted out of Premier Ben­
nett’s long-cherished aceumu-

leaming from Uie initial bitter 
experiences.

Attention was focussed
matically on NDP leadership 
candidates Tom Berger, Robert, 
Williams and David Barrett

jâiïrnnwâ
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Dazed Bennett 
Leads Socreds 
To Near-Defeat

By JOHN MIKA 
Times Legislative Reporter

The Legislature, led by a totally confused Premier 
Bennett, almost threw the four ministers without 
portfolio out of the cabinet Tuesday night.

It took an unprecedented long-count division to 
prevent the government from permitting the Opposi­
te cut the four ministers off without salary.

And even then, they got ------------------------------------------
their $55,028 in salaries and 
expenses by the closest vote 
since 1953 when Social Credit 
consolidated its hold on power 
with a majority administra-

The roll-call division passed 
i with 24 Socreds against 22 

NDP and Liberal MLAs.
But it won’t go into the 

official journals because the 
government was too embarr­
assed by the near-fiasco <o 

| give the usual courtesy 
agreement to allow an esti­
mates committee divisiom to 
be formally reported to the 
Speaker.

The margin in the vote was 
narrow because five Socreds 
did not show up to support the 
ministers asking for their 
salaries despite a search after 
government. whip Hunter

REPORT 
INTIMIDATES 

INDIANS'
A tense Tom Berger Tues-1| 

day night called the attorney- 
general's report on alleged MH 
Mice brutality at a Sechelt ■ 
Indian reserve a "partisan ^9 
document" and an Httemnt infl

Vogel pleaded for extra wait­
ing time because "there are 
members in this building who 
have not come to their seats.”

But the most astonishing 
episode was the government’s 
failure to stand up and be 
counted when estimates com­
mittee chairman Herb Bruch 
called "all those in favor of 
the motion please stand.”

Premier Bennett half got 
out of this chair and a couple 
of ministers started to rise 
when suddenly Bennett sat 
down again.

So none of the Socreds rose 
when Bruch, somewhat des­
perate as unbelieving opposi­
tion MLAs began to titter, 
asked again all those who vote 
in favor of the salary esti­
mate to stand.

#v

- Opposition Roars Laughter

mm

im

None did as Bennett kept 
| looking around him with a~ 

puzzled expression. Socreds 
1 began calling out "what’s the 
I motion anyway?" and opposi- 
j tion MLAs began roaring with 
I laughter.
| Even the ministers without 

portfolio—Isobel Dawson, Pat 
Jordan, Grace McCarthy and 
Phil Gaglardi — sat in their 
seats with flushed and bewil- 

i dered faces turned towards 
I the still-puzzled premier.
I David Barrett (NDP —
I Coquitlam) jumped to his 
1 feet and demaned that Bruch 

call the nay votes since there 
were no yeas but Bruch 
ordered him to sit down.

With the BarreW-Bruch 
argument barely audible over 
the general hooting and desk­
thumping by gleeful opposition 
MLAs, Premier Bennett fin­
ally realized what he had

The premier got to his feet 
followed by a handful of 
Socredp around him — and 

I the four ministers without 
I portfolio.
| The rest of the Socreds 
I slowly got to their feet in 
I prouns of two and three, some

The whole disjointed roll- 
I call of the government side

4

i|
"The trained seals were -gl 

confused,” crowed William V . | 
Hartley (NDP — Yale-Lil- gg 
looett) over the continuing 
opposition victory din which 
developed into a "go-go-go" 
chant mimicking Socred back­
benchers who earlier this 
session have called for an 
élection.

Not present on the govern­
ment side were George Mus-‘’l 
salem, Dr. H. R. McDiarmid, H 
Herb Capozzi, John Tisdalle 
and Dudley Little.

The only comment on the ■ 
ministers’ salary vote before jfc 
division was called was voiced »./ 
by Norman Levi (NDP — tV, 
Vancouver-South) who said 
they were "just PR people for 
the Social Credit party and ** 
serve no useful purpose for 
the people of B.C.”

The Socreds had been ex- 
peeling a prolonged attack on 
the four ministers and the one- 
minute speech by Levi as the R 
sole opposition comment may ||| 
have thrown the government 9 
off balance.

Coming out of the house 9 
after the vote was over, a red- flggg

speaker system on me gov- h 
eminent side was not working

■ y[,

B&mÊÊÊmWSxBis Pan
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document” and an attempt to* 
int imidate the area’s Indians. «HÜÜ11

He said the G()-page report 
by a departmental investi-™™™^ 
gator shows "as nothing clscH^9L 
could that this government is”1^^™ 
incapable of dealing with 
serious a matter as the 
administration of justice in a H 
non-partisan way."

Berger on Feb. 28, charged 
"more than 30" cases of 
police brutality against native roÉ 
Indians on the S e c h e 11 B 
reserve.

•
The report by A. F. Plum- ESI 

mer concludes by suggesting fiai 
further investigation might j||| 
lead to laying mischief RS 
charges under the Criminal BH 
Code and Berger described * 
this as "quite frankly intimi- * 
dation" of the young people 13$ 
involved in the instances the 
meml>er for Vancouver East ^9 
related to the house.

Berger said the Indians at 
Sechelt are entitled to an jfl 
impartial inquiry by an inde-SK 
pendent investigator and the> 9E 
got neither.

Berger made a rush trip to * 
the capital from Vancouver H 
after the report was tabled at ■
6 p.m. He had been absent * 
presenting a case to the B.C.
Supreme Oiurt on the rights of EjrftfY 
non-treaty Indians in the Nass ;H|. ï. 
River Valley.

Immediately on his return y-:jjrai 
he went through the report in 96g* 
Opposition Leader Robert* 
Strachan’s office then con- 
ferred with NDP veterans *
Alex Macdonald (Vancouver *
East ) and David Stupich 
(Nanaimo) before making his 
statement to the press.

He will have no opportunity 
to reply formally to the report 
before the legislature pro­
rogues.

e
Berger said the report m 

shows that the young people 9 
he said had trouble with the 
RCMP "have not recanted." ||

Be said the investigator 
concludes that the, investiga-jÈ 
tion should be continued.

Strachan pointed out that® 
Plummer, a former Vancou-ffl 
ver city detective, is a 
competent policeman and. 3 
knows that a preliminary ;Vj 
investigation is supposed to;;| 
determine .whether a prima® 
facie case exists.

"In effect he is admittingm 
that there is a prima facie B 
case” for brutality.

Berger said Plummer only fl 
concentrated on the, seven 
cases the MLA outlined to the

into the inner* worKings or me b 
Sechelt band.

Plummer carried on "a half- 
baked inquiry” into» the inter-
__ 1 nF Hm K<iml Tine
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Minister Claims 
Harassment 
By Opposition

By JOHN SLINGER
Minister Without Portfolio Grace McCarthy today 

accused Opposition members of the public accounts com­
mittee of making statements calculated to harass cabinet 
ministers and civil servants.

She was on the carpet to explain 79 flights back 
and forth between Victoria and her home town, Van­
couver, aboard government aircraft.
' She said she hoped no one in j 
the committee 
suspect cabinet 
using the three 
anything but government busi-

McCarthv said she generally 
travels to Victoria twice a week 
to attend cabinet meetings and 
Dave Barrett (NDP —Coquit­
lam) pointed out the govern­
ment aircraft logs show her 
flights average 1% times a

The minister said she leaves 
it to her office to find the most 

I convenient way to travel. She 
I docs not request either com- 
I mcrcial or government book-

would | and added that she leaves the 
‘ bookings to her office expecting 
them to find the most efficient 
means of travel.

Phil Gaglardi, former high­
ways minister and now minister 
without portfolio, explained a 
trip to Anchorage more than a 
year ago aboard a Lear jet 
leased by the highways depart-

When he finished explaining 
his Alaska trip to the commit­
tee. the minister was told he grace McCarthy

office books flights

Co-Ordination Lack 

Hurts Handicapped

LOSE TWO HOURS
But “if it’s a question of || 

having my druthers, I’d druther* 
go on a government plane." 9 

She said commercial rules# 
require appearance at the ter-9 
minai one hour before depart- g 
ure, that's two hours out of a |i 
day “I have not been able to ti 
spare since I've been elected." | 

She said questioning whether! 
a commercial plane could have I 
been taken instead of a govern-E 
ment flight was harassment 
because committee members do 
not know the circumstances 
surrounding each instance.

The committee was unable to 
question Mrs. McCarthy about 
most of the 79 flights since they 
uccured after March 31, 1968, 
the end of the period which 
public accounts can review.
COMPARES COST 

Highways department comp­
troller Cyril Rhodes told the 
committee he had worked out] 
"fair 
tween

handicap in themselves be­
cause they lack co-ordination, i 
said a preliminary survey of the t 

I problem for the provincial gov- 1 
ernment released Tuesday.

I More than 150 organizations in ;
^Greater Victoria and Greater 
gVancouver try hard but their 
Slack of a co-orinating agency 
gmeans the “ultimate focus on 
Sthe employment of the handi- 
Bcapped becomes blurred."
■ The preliminary report was 
Btabled in the legislature by 1
^Industrial Development, Trade an(j treatment centres, 
pland Commerce Minister Skil-U^™a*ggiejegg*| 
■lings who commissioned man-^9 
■agement consultant A. L. Wat-*
■son last month to undertake a*
■pilot study of job opportunités ^9 
■for the handicapped.
1 Watson said about 3,300^9 

■handicapped adults now on^9 
jSBwelfare rolls are seeking jobs*
■and their problems should be^J 
(■the main concern.
! 9 A questionnaire returned by ^9 
j*about half of 745 employers*
I* circulated shows 22 per cent* |
■now bave same handicapped*
■staff and 53 per cent said they*________________ j

to the accomplishments of alii 
050 existing) agencies . . .1 
should be given consideration,"I 
the preliminary report con-| 
eludes.

It also recommends study ofl 
tax Incentives, increased on-the- 
job training programs and a 
employer - operated counselling 
service to patients newly dis­
charged from mental hospitals

on government aircraft. He 
agreed this worked out to $32 a 
flight if only one seat was used.

Victoria-Kamloops: $29 by 
commercial flight, $32 a seat on 
government planes, or $162.50 If 
only one seat is filled.

Rhodes agreed with Liberal 
leader Pat McGeer that the 
costs were not complete for 
government aircraft and were 
calculated on the assumption 
that the plane was flying at 200 
miles an hour at the time. —n*

McGeer said this made the 
costs appear lqwer than they 
were since it did not take 
landing and takeoff time into 
account.
USED FERRIES

But Health Minister Ralph 
Loffmark turned up to face the 
same questions with diaries and 
other files specifically outlining 
his travels during the period.
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en nett Repudiates! 
fSFirum on Wate 
Export Talk!
Premier Bennett Tuesday

night repudiated a suggestion 
by B.C. Hydro Chairman Dr. I 
~ordon Shrum that B.C.l 

ild make millions of dol-J 
liars by exporting some of its! 
Wer to the U.S.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault] 
j quoted Shrum’s comments 
(during a govemment-spon-L 
I sored trip to San Francisco^* 
I last month — the same city! ' 
where Resources Minister^ 

I Williston last year told an 
j audience that B.C. was not 
interested in selling 

Jwater.

j legislature, “Dr. Shrum does 
bot speak for the government 
of British Columbia and 
^leigher does the leader of the 
liberal party.”
Earlier Opposition leader 

jStrachan attacked McGeer foi 
raising the subject during i 

(debate on recreation and 
‘(conservation estimates b e- 
Jcause "there’s nothing to talk 
]about — we won’t give it 
jaway and we won’t sell it.”

But, after the premier’s 
declaration, David Barrett

Unitec stepstheKiernan
States now has lots of water 
It has just been careless ir 
jthe way it has put the watei 
to use. , „

Rv the time the the U.S. hai

eveal
Band Fear ;
Not Brutality

By JOHN SLINGER
Attorney-General Leslie Peterson tabled in the 3 

Legislature Tuesday a 60-page report which states I 
opposition charges of police brutality on the Sechelt | 
Indian Reserve “appear” unfounded.

Peterson said New Demo-1 y....

j government “was flying a kite 
I through Shrum” and the fed- 
|eral Liberals through McGeer.

The whole issue arose when 
1 McGeer suggested a swap 
Imight be possible of U.S. land 
jfor B.C. water.

He was referring to the 
| North American Water and 
«Power Alliance (NAWAPA) 
Jscheme — a $100 billion Cali- 
jfomia proposal to flood the| 
Rocky Mountain trench and 

the water to irrigate 
3the arid southwestern U.S.,
| and raise the level and flush

__t Great lakes through aitem or canals and pipe-

McGeer said the govern- 
tjment’s statement that it does 

not want to sell water only 
' serves to encourage southern 
| pressure to reconsider.

McGeer said B.C. “should 
I go right on the offensive” — 
| that being the best form of 
| defence — and show the 
| province wants pretty stiff 
[1 compensation for any possible

Supporters of the NAWAPA 
I proposal are circulating a film 
| showing the abundance of 
| water in B.C. and the need in 
, . T.S. said McGeer. encour­
ra ging the government people 
I to see the film to know what 
J kind of “propaganda" thej 
| are up against.

Kiernan, in reply said the 
B Liberal leader “looks like the 
l| man who meets a porcupine 
land can’t resist prodding^ te 
■ see if its quills are sharp.”

Once a “land-for-land 
1 trade was mentioned, “yoi 
■mentally commit yourself tc 
■making a deal.”

cratic Party MLA Tom Berger, j 
who made the allegations in 
speech to the house Feb. 28. has I 
done “a great disservice” to tin* [ 
Sechelt Indians and the RCMPg 
officers who served there.

As he left the house, Peterson I 
said, “it appears that the | 
allegations are without founda-

The report prepared by de 
pàrtmental investigator A. L. 3 
Plummer, a former Vancouver j 
city irolice detective, indicates a 
trouble within the management | 
of the Sechelt Indian band. 
«PHYSICAL FEAR’

It notes “a real physical fear” 
among reserve Indians “of thrgS 
local native control."

It notes that many IpcHan« ^ 
were "fearful the police might g 
be kept off the reserve.”

And Plummer concludes : “As 
far as I have gone these 
allegations appear to he un­
founded, but I suggest that the 1 
inquiries be continued to estao- 
lish the genuineness or other- ___ 
wise of the complaints; keepings 

mind <he possibility off 
mischief charges under the 
Criminal Code.”

When Berger made the ado-1 
gâtions, he mentioned “morel 
than 30” instances of brutality. | 
most of them against young! 
people, most of them involving I 
instances where the people were jf 
taken into custody, no charges | 
were laid.

The MLA said a number of g 
the Indians required medical $ 
treatment after being released [ 
by police.
Hi INTERVIEWED

Peterson said the report indi-1 
Certes 62 persons were inter- \ 
viewed separately. Of these, 
were Indians and “the report 1 
indicates the allegations appear :| 
to be unfounded.

*G e nerally shaking.” he 3 
sa^d, “the report does not J 
appear to substantiate allega- 3 
tibns of police brutality or for] 
thet matter police indifference.*

Peterson said his department I 
ivfll await reaction from the | 
RÇMP and the Indian Affairs II 
department before taking fur-fl

Nishqa Rights 
Still Intact 
Savs Counsel

VANCOUVER (CP) - Nishga I 
J Indians have a just and legal § 
| right to title of tiheir ancestral11 
| lands in northwestern British;
| Col u mbia, 1 awyer-MLA Tom!,’
J Berger said in B.C. Supreme 
g Court Tuesday.

“Their aboriginal title has- |
| never been lawfully extin- :
I guished,” he said while handling ' 
| the Nishga suit against the B.C. 
ij government, seeking a déclara-,;
| tion that the Indians still hold g 
I title to the land.

At issue are 4.300 acres of"
| forest country north of Prince®
; Rupert, which the 2,000 Nishga?-! 
j of tihe Canyon City, Greenville,|

■ j K i n c o 1 i th and Gitlakdamix;j 
1 bands say they have never| 

g legally surrendered.
Mr. Berger told Mr. Justice J.| 

pyG. Gould that the white man 3 
|! took the area from the Nishga |
1 and set up reserves for them 1 

h but. never entered into any| 
p treaty or paid them any com-a 
g pensa tion.

David Borthwick, B.C.’si 
deputy mines minister, turned^ 
over to the court a series ofp 
maps showing non-Indians hold| 
tree farm licences, oil leases 

"I and 2,318 mineral claims in thej 
I region.

Mr. Berger said the Nishga off 
f today who have filed the suit®
’i are direct descendants of thef 
I Nishga Indians who have| 

hunted, fished, trapped and®
[ lived in the area “since timejg 
^immemorial.”

Plummer's report outlines dif-l 
fioulties the investigator en- 0 
-Wintered with Clarence Joe. 1 

rhelt band manager.
He said Joe initially attempt J



minister of trade and was 
maintaining an office in Van­
couver as well as Victoria, yet 
he made most of his trips to the 
capital for cabinet meetings 
aboard B.C. Ferries 

Barrett noted that Loffmark 
made 160 one-way trips over the 
route during the year while 
carrying "a very heavy port­
folio.

second woman minis

dan, was called after the log 
revealed she made 39 flights to 
or from Kelowna. She lives in 
the Okanagan.

Jordan said she endorsed 
much of what McCarthy said
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'ëoexpressêc^^^^ffl
lap that the band's business had 

•‘considerablybeçen suffering 
I through lack of proper control” 

were without a■ because 
I chief.
I puring the period without a 
I cljief. Joe was in charge as 
■lié nager.
I V'T received complaints from 
■hath native Indians and non- 
Ihltiians at the difficulty of 
I,having to do business with him.
I KficoRns lost
| ?‘Another oft-repeated com-

‘received^Plummer says 
(excellent co-operation” both on 
ItRe reserve and in Sechelt. i 

| (difficulties came “only from n 
very few persons on the re-1

| *e*Cbntrary to what might 
œduced from Berger’s letter v|j| 
(presented to the attorney- 
general after his statement toj$|:: 

I the house) there is good rapport 
|ly»tween the vast majority of [M 
the residents of the village and ( 
reserve and by both groups with 
the police.”

| Plummer disagrees that vela- S|| 
whites |®1

leaned up the messy situa- 
_- u hoc ” ttipn nmcessineLions |t has,” then processif 

of sea water will probably t 
[improved to the point whei
imported water is not needed, 
he said.

I Barrett said the only p« 
I in Canada who appe 
I taken with the scheme 1 
| the federal Libera! go\
ment and suggested 
McGeer suggestions w e 
promoted by Ottawa.

the Liberal H

Elions between Indians,
S|and police have deteriorated. 1 | 
| He says most of the people 
HTinterviewed. to the contrary/™ 
H spoke “of the increasing inte-OT 
f* gration In the local elementary 
6§ school and generally said that ■ 
SI they believed there was a ■ 
9 gradual but maintained im-W 
Klprovement in relations between ■ 
™ — 3 reserve

leader is 
flying a kite, there is no wine 
for that kite to get up in the

village
I residents.’



APRIL 2,

Irate Minister 
Shouts Rebuttal * 

On Drug Charges
mM A dispute over drug prices for welfare clients gave

the Legislature a bad “trip" Tuesday.
Before it was sorted out,

which would add S2.35 to each 
prescription filled for any Britt 
ish Columbian.

He also said the issue goes 
beyond retail druggists and also 
involves the drug manufacturing 
industry "and as long as this! 
government is in office we don’t j 
intend to knuckle under to the I 
drug industry.”

Campbell said at present, the 
government’s payment to drug­
gists on behalf of a welfare 
prescription includes: the 
wholesale price plus a mark-up 
of 66 2-3 per cent, plus a 50-cent 
dispensing fee plus a 25-cent flat 
charge for breakages with the! 
total discounted by 15 per cent; 
for the net bill.
STUDY ALTERNATIVES I

l The minister said the gov-i 
; emment itself dispenses aboufl 
i 30 per cent of the 800,00(1 
. welfare prescriptions filled in a 
t year through its own pharmacji 

in Vancouver.
s Campbell said a study id 
} under way of "alternatives” to 
e using private retailers.
e Alex Macdonald (NDP — 
l Vancouver-East) said Campbell 
0 "has his gall” to berate the

-y'V

McGeer Seeks Probe 
Into Welfare Costs

Liberal leader Pat McGeer 
called Tuesday for an intensive 
investigation into causes of 
spiralling social assistance costs 
in British Columbia.

Total estimated costs for the 
coming year are $74.5 million, 
up from $61.4 million last year.

"sterile debate” on the matter, i now are not entitled to get 
saying it never really gels down welfare if they have an income, 
to the real cause. Welfare Minister Dan Camp-

He put forward a suggestion bell told the house that the 
that welfare recipients might be province now is participating in
able to keep a percentage of [a federal program that began i 
money earned above what they , the January federal-provincii
get from the department. They j welfare conference.

fare has a built-in work-deter­
rent and suggested a new 
system of spending might pro­
vide an incentive to people to I 
earn more than they get from! 
the province.

i The investigation should begin!
now, McGeer said, so MLAs will 

j be able to study problems in the 
local constituencies during the 
summer and bring in a compre-l
hensive report to the next 
legislature.

i He d e r 1 d e d the house’s!

■ V .



I WED., \PRIL 2, 19(

Fortune Made 
On Land Swap'

A private firm is making a fortune logging almost 
70 square miles of Wells Grey Provincial Park because 
former highways minister Phil Gaglardi interfered in 
its favor five years ago, the Legislature was told Tues­
day night.

“There has been high grading 
In that park,” charged Robert 
Will iams (NDP—Vancouver- 
East) “and what the public of 
British Columbia is left with is 
a sea of stumps in what should 
have been prime recreation

He said the provincial treas­
ury’s loss will be $1.6 million in 
cutting rights because of the 
deal in 1963, under which 116.8 
acres of beach near Parks vide 
was obtained from Clearwater 

; Timber Company to create 
[Rathtrevor Park.

In its place, the provincial 
| government gave the company 
150 square miles of trees in 
Wells Grey park which is in 
Gaglardi’s Kamloops riding.
LAND SWAP

The Rathtrevor land 
| valued at $186,000.

Because the deal was to be an 
I equal swap, the company was 
given artificially low cutti 
rights fixed at $1.50 per cubii 
feet for fir and $1.20 for othei 
species instead of a sli

Present prices are $16.90 foi 
] 100 cubic feet of fir, $12.30 foi 
I lodgepole pine and $6.50 foi 
l spruce.

He said the company wa:
1 given an additional 20 squari 
I miles the following year 
r] also a 21-year tree farm licence.] 

“This was simply a licj

Perry Report 
On Universities 
’Under Study

Education Minister Donald| 
Brothers said Tuesday he has: 
received the Perry report on] 
higher educatidn but has notj 
had time to study it.

He said he expects to take thel 
report submitted by the gov-ti 
ernmenfs advisory committee! 
on inter-university relations to| 
the cabinet immediately aftergj 
the current session. (,1

The committee was headed by6 
Dr. G. Neil Perry, deputy g
/.Jitnafinn minictpr.

for the company to run at will 
through 70 square miles 
Wells Grey Park at bargain 
basement prices,” said Wil- 
laims.

“But who made the announce­
ment in 1963?” continued Wil­
liams.

'Not the then minister of 
recreation and conservation 
(Earle Westwood).

“The announcement was 
made by the local ML A. the 
former highways minister P. A. 
Gaglardi.”

Williams said there should 
have been public bidding on the 
Wells Grey cutting rights.

Recreation and Conservation 
Minister Kieman said he was 
not responsible for what hap­
pened before he took over the 
portfolio but pointed out that 
Rathtrevor Beach was about to 
be subdivided and the govern­
ment had to act quickly to save 
it

LAST DITCH 
FIGHT GETS 
BILL PASSED

The combined opposition 
voted against the govern- I 
ment’s new auto insurance j 
plan right to the end Tuesday.

A rare division on third and | 
final reading — given without j 
debate — saw 28 Social Credit j 
MLAs push the legislation j 
through its last lap towards j 
royal assent over the recorded ; 
opposition of 21 NDP and | 
Liberal MLAs.

The controversial amend­
ments to the Insurance Act j 
would introduce a compulsory j 
package of no-fault and third- 
party liability insurance that ] 
must cover all B.C. drivers ! 
and a statutory prohibition j 
against lawsuits for more 
than $250 in collision repair : 
costs by B.C. residents.

However, even after Lieu­
tenant-Governor John Nichol­
son signs the legislation to put : 
it on the statute books its 
various provisions will not go 
into force except by cabinet : 
proclamations.

■ vA>%
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motion demanding his ejection on a three-year-old 
technicality involving Legislative privilege. Top of 
photo reveals pointed snub given Murray by the 
Liberals who turned their backs on the speaker to

^POLITICAL PRECEDENT was captured by this 
fchoto taken in the Legislature Wednesday as Gor- 
Bdon Dowding (NDP—Burnaqy-Edmonds ) stood 
®to hear Speaker William Muvi'4' order him out of

gjjrthe House because Social Credit it a rulim
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I ensured 
Legislature

Jarring End
To Session

By JOHN SLINGER

ÈI With the third session of the 28th legislature of
i.C. grinding out its final moments, the house Wednes- 
ay witnessed the all-but-unheard-of suspension of one 

I of its members.
Suspended was Gordon Dowding, the New Demo- 

I "ratio Party member for Burnaby-Edmonds, a lawyer 
land a tireless enemy of the Social Credit government. 
I The entire government side.
voted to suspend Dowding for , ,21 „NDP ,a"d

*1 , the house voted to support
the remainder of the session on Dowding. The tally was 30 to 21. 
a motion by Herb Capozzi 
(SC—Vancouver Centre

was with regrefl^fflnSorcf*» 
hat Speaker Murray returned ■; 

impression!after studying the documents to M 
|that Dowding’s firm got $9.225.1 say that "on the face of it.” 9 

Dowding said the clerk of the Dowding appeared to have
committee could verify that he 

^declared his interest in the bill 
|jand withdrew from delibera-

Had he known it was im­
proper then to have his firm 
y involved with the proceedings 
She would never have permitted 
I the association with the mort­
gage company to continue, he 
«îtold the House.

committed a breach

But he expressed "reserva­
tions" concerning the motion, 
saying Dowding had expressed 
his interest at the time and. 
since it happened in an earlier 
legislature, the speaker had not 
time to determine whether the 
action should come before the 
present one.

Not My Handwriting: Dowding
In his final statement to the ring said he gets no money from 

rHouse, Dowding said he was that account.
I sorry Capozzi had not informed■ The member said that, to his 
- him of the documents earlier sol knowledge, he received ~~

mnnfxv fn

explain the situation.
"The member will find that it

In a rare expression of the 
on burden a government leader 

charges that his Vancouver law ' faces Premier Bennett first 
firm was paid for shepherding a . tried to get his own back- 
bill through the legislature’s bencher to withdraw the motion. .
(private bills committee in 1966. ; Then he tried to keep Capozzi m^. handwriting, that it is

Dowding was a member of from reading a note from .... .
the committee, but he admitted Dowding threatening a lawsuit, 
his firm’s interest and withdrew ! then, usually the first to stand: 
from deliberations during the1 on a government vote, Bennettf 
bill’s progress through com- ' rose a weary last to support thq 
mittee and the house. | censure.

that the New Democrat might money for the 1966 transaction 
have had an opportunity to He concluded by saying “I 

have the greatest respect for 
Parliament and I always try to

Hasty Caucus Held by Socreds

not my signature.
"I did not dictate any letter, 

any bill or any statement."
He explained that it is a 

practice in large law firms to 
jsign invoices and bills with the 
senior partner's name.

I He said it is the practice of 
_ mis firm, when business — such 

The Socreds had held a hasty j chair is now called upon t*||as Legal Aid — is transacted 
party caucus during the third . censure you for a breach of theSwith the government, to put the 
recess, minutes before Capozzi ] privilèges of parliament .jimoney from that transaction 

Isaid he would insist on his namely that you wore a partner:Santo a separate account. Dowd- 
riemand for ejection of Dowding ' in a firm which acknowledged ] 
and the vote was held. I receipt of pecuniary reward for®

Through almost Vi hours of I services involving the enact-
debate and three recesses the ment of legislation. Strachan added that the rules I Liberal Leader Pat McGeer

Then, as Dowding turned and also say such accusations as made an eloquent speech on the 
.ly walked from the cham- that mart#» hv Cancmt tiwiiH

disclose any interest I might 
have regardless of how in-

He thanked the speaker and 
turned, leaving the chamber so 
the vote could be taken.

Strachan defended, quoting 
the rules of parliamentary 
procedure, that by declaring his 
interest, Dowding at no time 

‘was in contravention of the 
usage of the House or deroga­
tory of its dignity in bringing 
forward, promoting or advocat­
ing this piece of legislation."

Details Given to Committee
H louse was torn with questions of I

I Ils own purpose, of government slowly walked from the cham-'.that made by Capozzi should be 
conscience, of skimpy evidence : her, his NDP colleagues let presented at the earliest 

I md charges of vindictiveness on I loose a thunderous desk-thump-( :Sible time.
Voth sides. | ing ovation to support him and | -nie chairman of the com-

When the vote was taken, the Liberal members turned|frnittee, the clerk and other 
Speaker William Murray read : their seats and joined the ihvTI a„ ’ involved had full imnwl- 
the charge to Dowding who j applause. fedge of Dowding’s position at

mood, head bowed, at his desk. ; It was a disjointed debate U|1p ^jme saj^ strachan.
As the Speaker read, the six that began with Capozzi rising ’ As the House recessed for the 

Liberal members ostentatiously ’ as the sitting began on a point first time, a livid Strachan 
turned their back to express "of personal privilege” to say i'shouted that "In view of the 
their personal dissatisfaction he had documents showing the f statements rmde hv the mem- 
with the way Murray handled involvement of Dowding’s law for Vancouver Centre
the situation. I firm in «pansage of a bill H (Capozzi> I want it placed-Pursuant to ;ineorpor9tejîouthwcst Mortgage ] on" ro"Cord that "some

three or four weeks agi the 
minister of trade and industry 
(Waldo Skillings) told me in the 
corridor they would get the 
member for Burnaby Edmonds 
— that it’s government policy." 

In the midst of the furore,

for

Murray read :
the order of this house, the 1 and Investment Corp.

Leaders Appeal for Withdrawal
It included appeals by Pre-I spat back his request 

mier Bennett and Opposition ! withdrawal of the motion. 
Leader Robert Strachan that | Through it all Dowding con- 
Capozzi Withdraw his censure, tinually repeated that the 
motion. | Capozzi charges and the docu-

And it included a jarring ments filed with the house were! 
wrench thrown by Minister "false, absolutely false.
Without Portfolio Phil Gaglardi1 Capozzi said, he had received 
who also appealed that the | "in the last few davs" dneu- 
motion be withdrawn and ! ments showing Dowding’s firm

essence of parliament.
He said Capozzi had "raised 

most serious charges" that 
dealt with privileges of parlia­
ment for which members had 
fought for centuries and "with­
out these privileges, parliament ; 

j would have little meaning.”
He said they were charges f 

"capable of the clearest proof Si 
and should not be raised unless g 
they have been proved com-| 
pletely."

The leader suggested they! 
have not been completely! 
proved and should be with-1

The House "must satisfy its 3 
conscience that the case has i 
merit because it is not just 1 
against the member but against 
parliament itself."

No Advance Notice of Charge

I brought an abrupt change of 
1 course by Strachan who de- 
| manded the vote proceed,

That was followed by an 
I angry Bennett rising to say he 
I was withdrawing his request

had invoices out for the trans­
action totalling $9,225.

And he said the firm had done! 
all prepa rations to get therj 
corporation into, legislation. | 

He said the invoices "were

And. said McGeer, Capozzi 
lad not followed the proper and 
ourteous method of giving 
idvance notice of the charge.

rules call for putting the 
latter off for a day’s delibera- 
in under these circumstances

_ «J his I dictated
"I know a little

1 business and I feel with the 
■ premier and wish that some 
■mercy be shown in this particu­
lar situation."

It was a bone that neither 
(Strachan nor his New Demo- 

ràts could chew and the leader

member

As it stands, the Liberals 
were being asked to judge ——— 
member on evidence they havefl 
not been able to study and 
evidence they have not been 
able to determine as being valid

McGeer said parliament "Is, 
the highest court in the land|| 
and we are supposed to be then» 
jury.

“We received no notice andr™ 
had no chance to examine the) 
merits of the evidence.

It "is a matter of intense] 
regret to me and my party and 
we leave it to the government] 
side on its eojiscience to decide]

rtunity
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BurnaTo^TTOnforrtre1—— 
by him.”

Dovvding stated that he had 
signed no such bill, had dictated 
none and had never seen the 
documents.

Doxvding, after spring th 
invoices, said Capozzi even ha

motion.
What Gaglardi said was that 

last year while he was em­
broiled with battles that led to 
his resigning the department of 
highways portfolio, he was 
injured ‘“beyond repair" by 
Doxvding.

Doxvding “put me through hell 
for seven weeks,” said the 
minister.

"I know a little bit about this 
business and I feel with the 
premier and wish that some 
mercy be shown in this particu­
lar situation.”

what to do.
Without ar 

examine the
opportunity to 
ex'idence. said

r "the members of this - have been In JSr
But
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corridor that he had not done any­
thing wrong three years ago as 
charged when he withdrew from a 
committee study of a private com­
pany bill drawn up by his law firm.
(McKain Photo)

GORDON DOWDING is pictured 
minutes after being driven from his 
seat in the Legislature Wednesday by 
and unprecedented motion from 
Social Credit backbenchers Herb 
Capozzi and Donald Phillips. The op­
position MLAs told reporters in the

HE HAD NO OPPORTUNITY 

TO PROVE CHARGES FALSE'
I Gordon Dowding's suspension 
From the house and his 
•enomination for the Van­
couver riding of Burnaby- 
Edmonds came on the same

New Democratic Party 
Leader Robert Strachan 
drafted this telegram to the 
president of the Burnabv- 
Edmonds NDP riding associa-

‘'Today's despicable attack 
>n your MIA Gordon Dowding 
by Mr. Bennett and his 
supporters was a partisan 
political action.

"It was pushed through the 
house by Mr. Bennett and his

majority with accusations 
made, without proof being 
presented and without afford­
ing Gordon Dowding time or 
opportunity to refute the 
allegations.

"This government feels that 
Gordon Dowding has been a 
thorn m their flesh and they 
have been planning this move 
for weeks.

"A cabinet minister told me 
in the corridor some weeks 
ago that this year they were 
going to get Dowding.

"They had the invoices, he 
çaid.

"Instead of making the 
charge in time they made it

at this late date under these 
circumstances without oppor­
tunity for Dowding to prove 
them false.

"I want you to know that as 
the leader of this party I 
support Gordon Dowding un­
equivocally.

"The caucus supports Gor­
don Dowding and we urge



Socreos Shoot Down Sniper 
On Years-Old Technicality

By JOHN MIKA
The Social Credit majority 

1 sot a precedent when it 
summarily forced one of its 
most active snipers out of the 
legislature Wednesday on a 
three-year-old technicality.

J Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan immediately pre­
dicted that Gordon Dowding’s 
ejection will boomerang on 
the government because it

was patently unfair, pre­
arranged and vindictive.

And Liberal Leader Pat 
Me Geer accused Speaker Wil­
liam Murray of “partiality” 
with the “purely partisan 
attack” by deciding before­
hand to allow it to be made 
without notice as required by 
parliamentary rules to give 
the accused opportunity to 
marshal a defence.

Provincial archivist Willard

No Joy 

As House 
Adjourns
The third session of the 

28th Legislature of British 
Columbia was prorogued by 
Lieutenant-Governor John 
Nicholson at 9:35 p.m. 
Wednesday with only one 
hitch.

His Honor, reading the closingl 
speech written for him byl 
Premier Bennett, made a $999jj 
million slip which brought 
smile to Opposition Leader! 
Strachan’s face and a stony | 
stare from the premier.

The written speech said Ben-1

I nett’s budget of “one billion 1 
dollars for the first time in the 1 
province’s history is particu-1 
larly praiseworthy.”

But. inadvertently, the lieu-1 
^tenant-governor read it as “one | 

nillion dollars” and the slip did J

I not go unnoticed.
NO COMMENT 

After the prorogation cere­
mony, Premier Bennett refused 
|to comment on the last-minute 
I expulsion of Gordon Dowding 
f^NDP—Burnnby-Edmonds) on a 
| three-year-old technicality re- 
Ivived by two government back- 
8 benchers.

But he told reporters it was

I the “best session” of his 
administration because it 
showed the billion-dollar fruits 
of “17 years of sound planning 
for the benefit of the people of 
this province.”

But the usual joyful release of 
prorogation was in little evi­
dence as the MLAs, attendants 
and legislative stenographers 

(dispersed and few of them went 
usual social rounds of 

bidding each other goodbye for

I another year.
FLEE QUIETLY 
Most of them just fled quietly 

om the bitterness lingering in 
the building after the three 
tensest hours of the session 
surrounding Dowding’s sudden 
ejection even while Nicholson 
was rehearsing the traditional 

final words :
“Honorable members, I now

I relieve you of your legislative 
duties, and I trust that the 
blessing of Divine Providence 
will accompany you to you 
respective

Ireland and legislative clerk 
Ned De Beck both said they 
had not come across a similar 
event in the records.

Several MLAs in the past 
have been banished from the 
house after being “named” by 
a Speaker for breaking rules 
of debate.

'Money Talks'
But never, apparently, has 

an MIA been driven from his 
’ seat by a floor motion con­
cerning a matter outside the 
legislative chamber itself.

The last man to be barred 
from the house was Liberal 
Gordon Gibson, who was 
“named” Feb. 16, 1955, for his 
“money talks” speech which 
eventually led to the Robert 
Sommers case.

Gibson was named on a 
motion by then attorney-gen­
eral Robert Bonner for using 
those words and he was given 
two days to withdraw them
and avoid being'barred from

But, when the- deadline 
came on Feb. 18, Gibson 
refused to retract and Bonner 
put the motion to suspend him 
which was passed by the 
government side.

Dowding Wednesday was 
given no time to decide how­
to meet the allegations 
against him which involved 
documents going hack three

partnership and had nothing | 
to do with his conduct in 
debate.

(Neither Gibson nor Dowd­
ing had their qualifications as 
elected members or their 
sessional indemnities affected 
by the actions of the govern­
ment and S|>eaker Murray 
told the Times, Dowding could 
returrt at the next session 
w ithout any prior procedure. )| 

The Gibson and Dowding 
ejections however appeared to| 
have one common link— 
Robert Bonner.

Tense Drama

ftsIlË

Throughout the ti-nsp dram, 
of flphat- and Tarasses Wed 
nesday, Premier Pennett re 
Peatedly called to back J 
bencher Herb Capozzi, ,vhj 
moved the motion for ejecting 
Dowding, to ease up the 
attack.

Him Capozzi. who faltered! 
several times and even ad-8 
milled to the House he did not® 
know- how or whether toÉ 
pursue the point, received® 
several hastily.pencilled notes® 
front Bonner who sits in front® 
of him.

Tlte messages appeared ttfgl 
prompt Capozzi into renewing 
Ins efforts and adding or reaSO 
stressing arguments.

Dowding. in a press confer-^ 
erne outside the House aflerM
hÿ-fiiçtian^said he did not dolt 
anything wrong. He said B 
although his law firm was | 
paid for legal set vices to I 
Southwest Mortgage Indem- I 
nity Corporation Limited in I 
connection with its private ■ 
charter bill, he had not been 
involved in the legislative 
committee’s considerations of 
Jhe company application.

“The only thing I regret is 
that I will now be unable to 
proceed with my bill on 
Commonwealth Trust,” he 
said, referring to a private 
bill he was to have sponsored 
later Wednesday.

“The go vemment now 
knows I will not he in the 
house and with the sponsor 
missing the bill cannot be 
proceeded with.”

Strachan told reporters he 
and the NDP party stand 
behind Dowding “100 per cent 
and we have absolute faith in H 
his integrity.

"This is the political death 
rattle of a government that 

i% has displayed time after time 
% that it is out to get this 
« member for exposing its 

mishandling of its duties.”
The NDP leader said he had 

known for almost a month 
that government members 
had copies of the documents 
filed by Capozzi.

Evidence Rapped
Liberal Leader McGeer told 

I the Times that Capozzi had ' 
"presented the flimsiest pos- 

| sihle evidence.
“If true, Mr. Dowding 

should resign and if not true, ;
Mr. Capozzi should resign,” 
he said.

“But I think it’s partisan 
vindictiveness.

“I don’t think the legisla­
ture was give any proof on 
which to base a decision and 
in the circumstances we Lib­
erals took the traditional 
position that Dowding is in- | 
nocent until proven guilty.

"But I believe the Speaker | 
showed partiality in accepting 
that (Capozzi) motion instead 
of requiring notice or ad­
journing the matter to an­
other day as indicated by the 
p r e s c ribed parliamentary | 
authorities.

“Mr. Capozzi had ample I 
opportunity to warn Dowding 
and he failed to do so which I
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Edmonds
member for Burnaby- 

unprepared.

Consulted Speaker
“He never spoke to Doweling 

| but he apparently consulted 
the Speaker beforehand.

“The Speaker himself said 
so because he gave permis­
sion for notice to be waived 
which, in my view, indicates 
partiality.

“This was a purely partisan 
attack and in another case 
(the allegations of mishandled 
highway construction con­
tracts in 1963) Gaglardi was 
given time to defend himself 
and there certainly was no 
snap decision made there."

McGeer said that the \Vhole 
session was characterized by 
vindictiveness “not just to­
day’s move and I think there 
should be an election so that 
new members could come 
back and cleanse the légiste- 
tore of this unbelathy vitu­
peration."

Strachan later said he 
agreed with McGecr’s criti­
cism of the Speaker's handl­
ing of the motion.

“I didn’t raise it myself 
because it was one of my 
colleagues involved and I 
thought I had to fight this on 
the i n t e g r it y of my man 

i rather than criticize a third- 
party," said Strachan.

“But I agree with McGeer’s 
statement that the Speaker 

partial."
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Public Health 

Job Transfer 

Causes Snags
By JIM HUME 

Times City Hall Reporter
Hopes that Greater Victoria public health services 

would move smoothly under the Regional Districtj 
Board umbrella were dispelled Wednesday.

Health Minister Ralph Loft-
mark in an exclusive interview District This would mean a 
said before the transfer could change in the terms of employ- 
take place a solution must be ment.
found to the problem of civil ..j am unable to rosolve this 
servants now m provincial em- probIcm .. 

iploy who would become em- .
nloyees of the Regional District. Contacted this . m o r n i n g ptoyee* * i Campbell declined comment

And he added. T ain unable ;othcr than tQ say -They ll just 
:'to resolve this problem. have to work out the details

The virtual veto by Loffmark They have the authority tc 
: following passage of permissivejmake the transfer and thej 
i^legislation sponsored by Munie i-jhave held previous discussions 
f,pal Affairs Minister Dan Carhp- jTliey have the vehicle to move.' 
Jbeil two weeks ago. came as a Discussions to plan the pro 
; shock to municipal officials. take-over have bee)

By this morning, confronted iun(3er way for approximate!: 
; by a puzzled Mayor Hugh three years with detailed plan 
* Stephen, chairman of the Re- Ling going on for the past 1 

gional District Board, Loffmark | months.
softened his stand, but not j ^ntil yesterday municipal an 

||1enough to clear c way > I regional district authorities ha 
ijjdistrict take-over o ; thought all major problems we
Sx.litan Board of Health. * . /|ij Wednesday afternoon L o f f-
timark said: “We are not able to AMICABLE TALKS
laioffer any enewragement (to the Stephen reported this mornin
^Regional District ) that there that his long discussion wit
Hjgkvould be any change in the Loffmark had been on moi
■amount of money that would be arYlicable terms.
^available. Nor are we prepared ..pereonall , am sati,fie 

in the transfer of the 4l__ - ... -.........o concur 
:ivil servants involved.

"The amalgamation proposed j 
envisages the transfer of civil 
servants now with the public 
jiealth unit to the Regional



feaïcare Costs Tabled; 
$10 Million Surplus Seen
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„ The provincial government 
Stabled costs and revenues for 
I the first six-months of its 
I medicare plan in the legisla- 
| ture Wednesday and added 
I fuel to speculation that it is 
1 padding appropriations for a 
| premium reduction announce­
ment later this year.
K Opposillon MLAs have 
! accused the government of 
^ ^holding information from 

legislature so it could

Public Inquiry

spring a surprise premium 
cut as bait in an election 
campaign.

Premier Bennett vehement­
ly denied the suggestions 
when they were made.

But the medicare figures 
tabled by Provincial Secretary 
Wesley Black suggests there 
may by up to $10 million 
available in unexpended medi­
care appropriations by the 
end of this fiscal year. 

mam
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Attorney-General Leslie Peterson Wednesday said 
two more lawyers have been added to the team of 
investigators delving into the affairs of the Common­

wealth group of companies.
He told a reporter the move was taken because of 

the resignation of the three-man royal commission 
which had been appointed earlier to conduct a public 
inquiry.

ing the motion when he knew it 
could not be effected because of 
imminent prorogation.

“The business of this house is 
not complete until we have got 
to the tx)ttom of this Common­
wealth mess,” shouted McGeer. | 

David Barrett (NDP—Coquit- 
lam) said the government could] 
allow hearings by a legislative! 
committee to be conducted after! 
the session.

V;;v 5

•-
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The government’s inquiry Is 
being conducted privately under 
the Securities Act.

Asked if the government still 
intends to launch a public 
inquiry or ask the B.C. Securi­
ties Commission to hold open 
hearings. Peterson replied : “I 
can’t answer that.”

The two lawyers, both of 
Vancouver, added to the team 
are R. D, Plummer, QC, and 
John E. Spencer.
HEADS INVESTIGATION 

Peterson said Plummer would 
take charge of the Investigation.

They join chartered accoun­
tant Don Gardiner and lawyer 
K. S. Faucus, also of Vancou­
ver, who were appointed last 
fall along with the seven-man 
RCMP commercial fraud squad 
to undertake the investigation 

g under the Securities Act after 
police seized a mass of docu­
ments from 35 of the 50 
companies in the Common­
wealth group.

The government majority 
stopped an opposition attempt to 
have a legislative committee set 
up to hold hearings on the 
Commonwealth situation. 
ANGRY EXCHANGE 

Liberal Leader Pat McGeer 
introduced the proposal, touch­
ing off an angry exchange only 
hours before prorogation.

Notice of his motion has been 
reprinted in the legislature’s 
journals for weeks but Premier 
Bennett did not call it fpr 
debate until Wednesday.

“This is the first opportunity] 
we have had to move this 
motion on the most important 
matter to come before this] 
house this year,” McGeer 
bitterly.

When Speaker William Mi 
McGeer for

TJ8E YOUR POWER*
“There is no reason why the! 1 

government can’t use Its legis-l 
lative power to establish the:*, 
committee,” said Barrett.

There is no reason for lt| 
hiding behind prorogation.”

He said the securities divisio 
investigation was not satisfac-l 
tory because, “it is to beg 
carried on in secret.

“What is on trial is not theBfl 
actions of the trust companyIr 
but the actions of this govern-p 
ment and the only way this can's 
be brought to light is c 
committee where there are I 
representatives of Her Majesty's^ 
Loyal Opposition,” he shouted.

McGeer, winding up the de-| 
bate, said resignation of the 
royal commission had created 
vacuum.

“No one is going to fill that] 
vacuum,” he said.

“We need to shine the light on 
officers in jCommonwealth Trus 
and their relations with the 
officials of this government] 
sitting on the treasury 
benches.”

His motion was defeated on ; 
voice vote.

JW/Mil

That would amount to about 
20 per cent of the total 
collected in premiums during 
the course of a year.

Black’s figures showed that 
for the six months from July 
1 when B.C. entered the 
hatknal medicare scheme last 
year, there was a total payout 
of $50.9 million on behalf of 
insured British Columbians.

Premiums collected for the 
six months totalled $28.4 
million.

If the figures are doubled to 
project them for a year’s ] 
operation, the payout becomes 
$103.8 million and the pro- j 
mium income adds up to $56.8 
million.

Black earlier in the session 
said that on top of premium I 
income, B.C. is reimbursed by ® 
Ottawa for about 40 per cent | 
of the payout.

That represents $41.5 mil- |
Ej Hon of the $108.1 million.

‘ TOTAL PREMIUM
! Adding the projected pre- '1 

mium total to the Ottawa 
reimbursement. B.C. would j 
obtain some $98.3 million from l 

B6 outside sources In a year-long I 
M operation leaving only $5.5 j 
j, million to be made up from I 
H the provincial treasury i 

ufe directly.
■$|El Black'i figures for the six j 

’ll months of last year indicate .
' that the provincial treasury 

needed to supply only $2.75 j 
million to make up the 
difference although it had $9 j 

Fj million available for the j 
ÿê period in last year’s budget.

■S This suggests that Premier j 
|y Bennett began this calendar j 
fcS year with $7.25 million left 

gaSH over unused,
r NEW BlTXiET

I In addition, the new provin- 1 
P’. cial budget provides $50 mil- ■ 
I lion including the expected $40 ^
F\ million from Ottawa, for the r

v coming year.
That leaves some $10 mil- || 

lion of the appropriation to m 
come from provincial coffers W 
but on the basis of the six- 
months experience with pre- 1 
mium income and federal j 
payments carrying the bulk of j 
the load, it appears only about j 
three-quarters of it will be j 
needed.

With the $7.75 million ap- j 
parently left over from last j 
year still in the kitty and j 
apparently another $2.5 mil- j 
lion likely to be unexpended \ 
from the present year’s ap- j 
propriation. the likelihood 

-rges that the province will 
have $10 million to play with 

the cabinet does decide to | 
cut j

tfEaSlaBwiS. •

.
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Public Health 

Job Transfer 

Causes Snags
By JIM HUME 

Times City Hall Reporter
Hopes that Greater Victoria public health services! 

! would move smoothly under the Regional District! 
|Board umbrella were dispelled Wednesday.
I Health Minister Ralph Loff-
■mark in an exclusive interview Diltrict. This would mean , 
i said before the transfer could change in ,ho terms o{ emplov. 
take place a solution must be ment>

’found to the problem of civil ..." ,. ,
servants now in provincial em- , amtiunable to resolve this 

I ploy who would become em- ^10 cm‘ 
iployees of the Regional District. Contacted this morning. 

And he added. "I am unable C=mp!”11 declined comment 
to resolve this problem." "thcr han say. "They 11 just 

i . , „ , i have to work out the details.
; The virtual veto by Loffmark Xhey have |he authority t0 
following passage o[ permissive make thfl transfer and th 

^legislation sponsored by Mumcl- have held previous discussions 
aPal Affairs Minister Dan Cartip- mey have the vehlcle to move_. 
'.bell two weeks ago, came as a
gshock to municipal officials. J5“c,“*i?ns t0 pla" the pro 
I. _ „. . . , posed take-over have beei

By this morning confronted under way for. approximate), 
,;by a pualed Mayor Hugh three years ttdth detancd plan 
Sstephen chairman of the Re-nlng g0|n on ,or the t 1: 
; £ional District Board, Loffmark monti1S- 
-fhad softened his stand, but not tT * . . . ,
lenough to clear the way Mr a Untl1 y^tçnday municipal an, 
idistrict take-over of the Metro- ;?S10nal district authorities ha, 
EoUtan Board of Health. though all major problems wel
|F Wednesday afternoon Loff- out of the way- 
Imark said: "We are not able to AMICABLE TALKS 
|offer any encouragement (to the Stephen reported this mornin; 
■Regional District) that there that his long discussion witl 
||would be any change in the Loffmark had been on mos 
■amount of money that would be am$cable terms.
Ea va liable. Nor are we preparedEo concur in the transfer ot the Personally I am satisfis 
■civil servants involved. the transfer will still tak
i "The amalgamation proposed p'ac?' he said. The ministe 

the transfer of civil '™nta us 10 P™v,de the figureinvisages 
servants now with the public 
iiealth unit to the Regional

C- • '
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Medicare Costs Tabled; 
$10 Million Surplus Seen

m

m

The provincial government 
' tabled costs and revenues for 
l the first six-months of its 
| medicare plan in the legisla- 
| ture Wednesday and added 
| fuel to speculation that it is 
li padding appropriations for a 
f premium reduction announce- 

ment later this year.
O ppo sition MLAs have 

I accused the government of 
withholding information from 

legislature so it could

a surprise 
bait in an

premium
electioncut \ 

campaign.
Premier Bennett vehement­

ly denied the suggestions 
when they were made.

But the medicare figures 
tabled by Provincial Secretary 
Wesley Black suggests there 
may by up to $10 million 
available in unexpended medi­
care appropriations by the 
end of this fiscal year.

ym

Public Inquiry
m

Attorney-General Leslie Peterson Wednesday said 
two more lawyers have been added to the team of 
.investigators delving into the affairs of the Common­
wealth group of companies.

He told a reporter the move was taken because of 
the resignation of the three-man royal commission 
which had been appointed earlier to conduct a public 
inquiry.

The government’s inquiry Is 
j being conducted privately under 
1 the Securities Act. 
j Asked if the government still 
1 intends to launch a public 

if inquiry or ask the B.C. Securi­
ty ties Commission to hold open 
||hearings. Peterson replied: “I 
•f can’t answer that.”
- The two lawyers, both of
- Vancouver, added to the team 

are R. D. Plummer, QC, and
I John E. Spencer.

ü
HEADS INVESTIGATION 

| Peterson said Plummer would 
• take charge of the Investigation.

! They join chartered accoun­
tant Don Gardiner and lawyer 
|K. S. Faucus, also of Vancou­

ver, who were appointed last 
| fall along with the seven-man 

È; RCMP commercial fraud squad 
g| to undertake the Investigation 
Be under the Securities Act after 
^ police seized a mass of docu- 

ments from 35 of the 50 
companies in the Common- 

'sV wealth group.
The government majority 

" stopped an opposition attempt to 
have a legislative committee set 

* J up to hold hearings on the 
Commonwealth situation. 
ANGRY EXCHANGE 

Liberal Leader Pat McGeer 
introduced the proposal, touch­
ing off an angry exchange only 
hours before prorogation.

Notice of his motion has been 
] reprinted in the legislature’s 
j journals for weeks but Premier 
j Bennett did not call it for 
] debate until Wednesday.

“This is the first opportunity! 
I we have had to move this 
I motion on the most important 
j matter to come before this 
j house this year,” McGeer saidl 
I bitterly.

When Speaker William 
r chartizcd McGeer for

ing the motion when he knew it 
could not be effected because of 
imminent prorogation.

"The business of this house is 
not complete until we have got 
to the bottom of this Common-1 
wealtli mess.” shouted McGeer. 7 .

David Barrett (NDP—Coquit-ljffl 
lam) said the government couldlH 
allow hearings by a legislative^;' 
committee to be conducted after* 
the session.
T8E YOUR POWER*

“There is no reason why the 
government can’t use Its legis­
lative power to establish the^: ^ 
committee,” said Barrett.

"There is no reason for lt£|- 
hlding behind prorogation.” ^

He said the securities divisioi 
investigation was not satisfac-| 
tory because, “it is to 
carried on in secret.

“What is on trial is not thel 
actions of the trust company p 
but the actions of this govern-Ê 
ment and the only way this can| 
be brought to light is o 
committee where there are g 
representatives of Her Majesty’s k 
Loyal Opposition,” he shouted.j

McGeer, winding up the 
bate, said resignation of thej 
royal commission had created i 
vacuum.

“No one is going to fill 
vacuum,” he said.

“We need to shine the light onj 
officers in Commonwealth Trust 
and their relations with 
officials of this government! 
sitting on the treasury 
benches.”

His motion was defeated < 
voice vote.

.

That would amount to about 
20 per cent of the total 
collected in premiums during 
the course of a year.

Black’s figures showed that 
for the six months from July 
1 when B.C. entered the 
national medicare scheme last 
year, there was a total payout 
of 550.9 million on behalf of 
insured British Columbians.

Premiums collected for the 
six months totalled $28.4 
million.

If the figures are doubled to I 
project them for a year's ; 
operation, the payout becomes \ 
$103.8 million and the pre- >

I mium income adds up to $56.8 j 
! million.
j Black earlier in the session 
I said that on top of premium 

income, B.C. is reimbursed by | 
Ottawa for about 40 per cent j 
of the payout.

That represents $41.5 mil­
lion of the $103.8 million.
TOTAL PREMIUM

Adding the projected pre- ^ 
mium total to the Ottawa Î 
reinbursement, B.C. would J 
obtain some $98.3 million from l 
outside sources in a year-long a 
operation leaving only $5.5 3 
minion to be made up from I 
the provincial treasury ■ 
directly.

Black’d figures for the six j 
months of last year indicate S 
that the provincial treasury ; 
needed to supply only $2.75 
million to make up the 
difference although it had $9 ; 
million available for the | 
period in last year’s budget.

This suggests that Premier 
Bennett began this calendar a 
year with $7.25 million left j 
over unused.
NEW BlTDGET

In addition, the new provin- j 
cial budget provides $50 mil­
lion including the expected $40 ] 
million from Ottawa, for the j 
coming year.

That leaves some $10 mil-1 
lion of the appropriation to I 
come from provincial coffers Bj 
but on the basis of the six- ” 
months experience with pre- ’ 
mium income and federal > 
payments carrying the bulk of j 
the load, it appears only about 
three-quarters of it will be 
needed.

With the $7.75 million ap* j 
parently left over from last ' 
year still in the kitty and j 
apparently another $2.5 mil- j 
lion likely to be unexpended j 
from the present year’s ap- j 
propriation. the likelihood 
emerges that the province will j 
have $10 million to play with j| 
if the cabinet does decide to j 
cut 1

ips .
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CHABOT
equal time for health

ALL SMOKE 
NO FIRE 

IN AD BILL
A private member’s bin for 

the regulation of tobacco 
advertising won second read- •-/• 
ing, or approval in principle 
Wednesday on the final day of 
the session.

The bill, however, died on M 
the order paper at the end of p 
the session without the re- 
quired three readings to bp- 
come law.

Introduced by James Cha- 
bot (SC-Columbla), the bill | 
would restrict publication by il 
word, picture or sound or 
anything intended to promote 'x 
the sale of tobacco in any of f 
its forms.

Such products could be h 
advertised but only if equal | 
time or space is granted to ? 
“clear advice that • the con- | 
sumption of tobacco is un- § 
jurious to health.”

All such advertising would I 
have to be approved by a 'j 
public health officer and the sj 
fee for approval would be v 
equal to the cost of the | 
advertising involved.

In support of the proposed 
act, Chabot said its purpose 
“is to bring advertising of 

I tobacco back to reality.”
' He said television advertise j 
I ing of cigarettes is the worst 
x: offender.
^ Commercials showing

§ skiers, mountain climbers and 
horse-back riding lead youth 
to believe smoking is healthy, 
he said.

I Premier Bennett said “Well 
IIaccept the bill.”
| Bennett said smoking is one 

g|of the most offensive forms of

STTOVXtiwr



ROYAL SEAL ON LAND Rl
VANCOUVER (CP)—The up- 

coast Nishga Indians' claim that 
they still own a vast tract of 
land is based largely on a Royal 
Proclamation of 1763, lawyer- 
MLA Tom Berger said in British' 
Columbia Supreme Court Wed­
nesday.

The Nishga Indians, who still 
Inhabit the rugged Nass Valley! 
area of their ancestors, are 

| bidding for a Supreme Court | 
declaration that their right of 
ownership was never sur- 

| rendered or extinguished despite 
laws made by the white man.

Mr. Berger, who is conducting 
the case for thç Indians, told, 
Mr. Justice J. G. Gould that! 
the 1763 Royal Proclamation 
guaranteed the aboriginal title! 
of Indian tribes in all the vacant 
lands of North America claimed! 
by the British. He submitted the]

proclamation applied to the I surrender to the Crown or by I British colony, or later the 
Pacific Coast Indian tribe. [the passing of competent legis- province of British Columbia, 

When the Nishgas came under lative authority, Mr. Berger | had the power to wipe out the
British sovereignty, their Indian said. Indian title by passing legisla-
titlcs became a legal title which I He said there never was any tion. 
could be extinguished only by I surrender and that neither the! The hearing continues.

adding Conflict to Confusion

-

I'T’HE REPORT OF AN INVESTI- 
2 gator from the Attorney-Gen- 
leraTs Department states that he 
* found no evidence to support charg- 
j es, raised recently in the Legisla­
ture, of police brutality against In­
'S dians in Seehelt. The NDP member 
Iwho introduced the issue calls the 
[j report partisan.

“The Indians were entitled to an 
llndependent inquiry and an impar­
tial report," he says. “Instead they 

have received a partisan report by a 
government which has shown itself 
incapable of looking into any subject 
jin an impartial way."

This is a highly unsatisfactory 
development in a situation which has 
aused deep concern to British Col-

jp w

umbians and one which could have! 
been avoided. In such instances it is 1 
imperative that a person appointed i 
to investigate complaints enjoy, priori 
to his selection, the confidence of alii 
parties concerned. An employee off 
the government, no matter what hiss 
personal qualifications, obviously >1 
may be placed in an invidious posi- 
tion. It is cases such as that provid-j ■ 
ed by the Seehelt charges whichjyq^~ 
again suggest the need for an om-M® 
budsman.

The present report seems merely^ 
to have added to the controversy Jaw 
and meanwhile the good name oP&S 
both police and Indians is left in® 
question. «

Comox-Strathcona Area 
Plans Industrial Study

\ i
■‘V?> ;,y

COURTENAY — Mayor Ron 
| Ellis of Comox and regional 
i district chairman, announced 
that a comprehensive industrial 

| study has been authorized for 
1 the Comox-Strathcona area,

He was informed of steps to 
| be taken by provincial Minister 

of Trade and Commerce Waldo 
j Skillings.

Ellis and Mayor George Hob- 
| son of Courtenay recently re- 
I turned from Ottawa wherel 
Hpderal minister for regional’ 

lomic expansion, Jean Melt-] 
| chanZhsçnnounced and expanded

concept of the Area Incentive 
Act. PwmK

Aim of the new study 
promotion and development of| 
industry in areas which have no| 
sound economic base or those I 
dependent on a single industry. ;

Si

V:
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IDP PICKS TEACHER
:OR COMOX CANDIDATE}

CAMPBELL RIVER (CP)—Courtenay alder- j 
man and teacher Harry Hands has been selected P
New Democratic Party candidate for the Comox -t 
riding for the next provincial election.

He was elected on the first ballot over two 1 s
other candidates to oppose Municipal Affairs Min­
ister Dan Campbell.
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ouseeterson

;KT, Legislative ReporterBy IAN STRK
The provincial government charged Monday that 

William Hartley (NDP — Yale - Lillooet) "misled” the 
Legislature earlier by alleging that his dismissal as an
insurance agent was connected with his role as party

tosu,ttr- uglil din y politics bicffargë^wasTïrst made by,
'Municipal Affairs Minister Dan behal 

N Campbell during the debate in Gagl?
I committee on clause-by-clause ment.
1 approval of legislation setting! 
i up a new compulsory, non- 
□ cancellable car insurance!
Ssrheme which will provide basic 
g no-fault coverage.

Mr. Hartley .jumped up to 
Bdemand that the minister with- 
Bdravv his statement. He told the 
PHouse : “I did not mislead the 
H members last Friday. Today I 
Kg received two letters from the 
Bs u perintepdent of insurance
■ cancelling both my licences, for 
H life insurance and general in-
■ surance.”
1 ‘TABLE LETTERS’
§B Socred members shouted end 
Hthumped their desks, demanding 
|| that the NDP member table the 
H letters so that the legislature 
M would know why he had been 
M dismissed.
H Attorney-General Leslie Pe- 
0 terson then rose to say that he 
0 was sure t
B support Mr. ____
H was reason to believe he had ^
■ been dismissed for taking a S(
B stand on automobile insurance. 
y “However, according to the jn a]
H information I have received - I
■ have copies of the correspon- and
Hdonee — his licence was ter- 
Hminated due to lack of produc- "ec 
||*on BEFORE JAN. 1
Hjl OTHING NEW Alex Macdonald (NDP - Van-

■ Mr. Peterson said the letters couver East) led the opposition 
dicated the NDP member had attack on a section of legislation

■ reduced no new applications which he claimed doesn’t tie the
m ir fire or automobile insurance government tightly enough to a 
BB or the past two years and had Jan. 1, 1970, deadline for
Sslold only a nominal amount of implementation of the new 
[Hife insurance. insurance scheme. “It's a some-
■ He added that the withdrawal)tirrie bill—that's all it is,” he 
Hf Mr. Hartley's licences had said.
■"■'suited from wimlngs issued Mr pPterson replied that the 
■n 1968. government was anxious to
■ Opposition Leader Robert brjng ,n the new provisions as

^Ktrachan reminded members S(j0n as ij could. He added : "It 
■hat Mr. Hartley had told the wi|, bc jn e((cct ^0^ 
■House two months aeo that he Jan , aM , sav that 
■vas no longer actively working sta,cment of government pol- 
■n the insurance field. ^cy ••
^ATTACKS RAPPED The attornejygenora] told tiie
H TKn NT TTI3 lna/inn ««.DV n-v A-1- —*

of that minister iMr. 
li) and this govern-

In tie uproar that followed,! 
commâtee chairman Herb Brueh| 
<SC-A,fll‘iPi?'11 srver_al.ji!^s 
ordered Mr. Strachan and Mr. 
Hartley to sit down.

When Mr. Hartley sat down 
after one heated exchange 
James Chabot (SC --Columbia 
River), who had earlier chal 
lenged the NDP member’s righ 

; to sit on the committee study inf 
recommendations of the roya

ery MLA would 
Hartley if there

next

House no firnV dste could be 
offered for implen^ntation of 
the plan at this stag» because 
the industry still had Vi carry 
out “very extensive\ cost 
studies on the nofault benefits
CLAIMS CRITICIZED \,

Mr. Hartley repeated his 
earlier accusation that the gov­
ernment didn't intend to imple­
ment the legislation beforp the 
next general election was 
called. He said the bill was 
nothing more than “election 
propaganda.”

said Mr.

îe company, being part of 
istablishment in this pro 
l doesn't want to get on the 
I side of this government, 
mat’s why Bill Hartley was

Mr. Macdonald also charged! 
that the government’s claims! 
that lower premiums would j 
result for most drivers under 

! the new system was based not]

i.wimrae-.rgWiHiEa

rWPlii.M.ai.u.-nu»"'
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| Failure,9 Says Campbell

B.C. May Act Alone 
|in Low-Income 
fTax Relief .aglarm Issue

B.C. may go it alone if the 
federal government doesn't 
ct reasonably soon to intro- 
luce a new form of negative I 
income tax to help less for-] 
:unate Canadians, Social Wei- 
are Minister Dan Campbell 
ndicated Monday night.

He told I he Legislature dur- 
ng discussion of the estimates] 
f the social welfare depart- 
tent that welfare

Dave Barrett (NDP-Coquïï 
lam) said the introduction

wa.<fj

be '

services,: 
—t,—-_jt inll 
iritam, had provec 
complete and totalS

a negative income tax v larded; my brother lias 
spinal problem and is coml 
plotely helpless. He needs t« 
be bathed, fed and dressed 
like an infant. I'm beginninl 
to wonder if the respo.nsibilitj 
will fall on me. Please don't 
think 1 am selfish or cruel! 
but I don't want the burden o| 
mv handicapped brother, 
could spoil my chances fo| 
marriage.

I have never heard of 
place that cares for peopl| 
who are both retarded

The minister was replying tol 
charge by Opposition Leader 

tobert Strachan that the gov-I 
mment was trying to hide* 

^the fact that the total number]
•f people on welfare rolls in 

C. had jumped sharply in] 
recent months to a figure es-l 
timated to be more than 100,-f
^Str. Strachan said the] 

figure had jumped from 87,
991 in November, 1968 to 94,0001 
in December, 1968, and "I'llS 
bet it’s over 100,000 right]

He criticized Mr. Campbell! 
for not informing the Housefi 
of these figures before the! 
kriinister's department esti-p 
mates came under discussion.^ 
L\ question to this effect has| 
been on the order paper fori*] 
pome time, Mr. Starchan said. If 
T "Mr. Campbèll told the House| 
l the opposition leader was cor-1 
[reel in suggesting that at leasil 
850 per cent of those now on thcT 
I welfare rolls would never 
jaken off assistance.

This leads me to suggest]
I that the entire system of wel|
I fare as we know it today,
I only in Canada, but in Britain] 
land the U.S. .as well, has beei 
y a complete and total failure,
I Mr. Cam pbell said.
J Mr. Campbell said those 1 
S who suggested B.C. welfare I 
■authorities weren't looking tol 
■the future should consider the! 
■possible effects of a com pu ter-1 
Sized study of welfare reel pi-1 
gents now just getting under! 
gway in the Lower Mainland, 

This, the minister said, was! I part of a program aimed ati 
8arriving at a negative income]
I tax, which he claimed, would] 

"bring a new day" to the '
■ tire social welfare field
■Canada, .__

"\Ve simply have to change! 
g jthe way people receive as-1 
distance in this country. This I 
government intends to indi-1 
jeate at least some of the ans-f 
]wers to welfare problems can!

found in a modified formg 
|of the negative income ta 

hich has already been
1 parts of the U.S.'

Officials 
Differ 
On Bills
Two senior provincial officials 

^disagreed Monday over whether 
I Minister Without Portfolio P. A. 
1 Gaglardi should h.ive rcim- 
Ebursed the government for his 
(Vancouver hotel bill.

It was third meeting of the 
Ipublic accoi&ts committee since 
I last Wednesday to be taken up 
a almost entirely with the matter 
■of who should have paid Mr. 
I Gaglardi’s, hotel bill in Van- 
1 couver during the last two 
1 weeks of the 1968 legislative 
(session.

Another meeting is scheduled 
Ifor 10 a.m. today, hut o|>i>osition 
SMLAs sitting on the committee
■ indicated a change in tactics 
I when tlie asked for highways

partirent officials appear, 
witnesses to explain use of 

government aircraft.
Liberal leader Patrick Mc- 

Lîeer told the committee his 
fetudy of logs showed the four 
" ninisters without portfolio were 

(involved in a "very high propor­
tion” of the use made of the

He said the committee should 
ffind out why ministère, and 

articularly ministers without 
(portfolio, summoned govern- 

nent aircraft to Interior jioints 
$such as Kamloops and Vernon, 
I instead of travelling by sched- 
| uled airline flights or comm- 
|ercial charter.

David Barrett (NDP—Coquit- 
llam) claimed that in the past 
H year Mr. Gaglardi "had the 
1 aircraft in the air for 189 hours, 
I and that could not all be flying 
I from here to his permanent 
W tintol mom in Vancouver."

Hunter Vogel fSC—Langley)
I commented t li a t "if these 
f planes are so loosely handled 
I that people say it is improper 
land unnecessary, then this 
g committee should look into it."

For an hour previously, com- 
Imittee members had questioned 
I departmental controller James 
flMcDiavmid and comptroller- 
B general C. J. Ferber about Mr. 
a Gaglardi’s hotel bill.
1 ERROR ADMITTED

Mr. McDiarmdd, who is re- 
I sponsible for expense accounts
■ of the mihisters wrthexit portfo- 
llio, told the committee Mr.
6 Gaglardi had not been asked to 
I reimburse the government for 
8 the two-week hotel hill. ___

Asked why, the official said.
I was an error on my part."

However, M r . McDiaimid ] 
I added, he had since informed 
[Mr Gaglardi that h^vouk^ot

H__
|accej>t expense accounts for]
I accommodation during the ses-|
(j sion unless they agreed to 
$ forfeit the corresponding part of]
I the living allowance all MLAs] 
r receive while the House sits.
$A CEILING

The controller told the com­
mittee this "is a ruling that I 
have made" to be allied to all 
ministers within his jurisdiction.

Mr. MeDiarmad also said he 
had placed a ceiling of $4,400 a 
year on Mr. Gaglardi’s expense 
account and told him, along 
with other ministers without 
portfolio, that if he spent the. 
money before the 12-month; 
period elapsed, additional ex-j 
penses would not be accepted. |

Mr. Gaglardi, he added, had] 
also reimbursed the government 
for various items previously 
covered by expenses, including® 
laundry.

Good," Mr. Barrett com­
mented. "I thought we were] 
still being taken to the clean-

Under questioning by Mr. 
Barrett, the controller said he] 
was not aware of any other] 
minister who kept a permanent 
hotel room in Vancouver during] 
the session. But he said Mr 
Ferber must reply to a question] 
about whether Mr. Gaglardi had] 
reimbursed the government foi 
his hotel bills,

'The answer Is no.” the! 
comptroller general said, "and 
in my opinion he is not required 
to reimburse the government."]
WORD ACCEPTED

Mr. Ferber said a 5 far as he] 
as concerned, he would con­

tinue to approve expense ac-E 
counts for ministers who trav-l 
ellcd on government business I 
during the session, because bel 
could see no alternative to the! 
practice of accepting a min-] 
ister's word that the expense] 
was necessary.

Mr. Barrett repeated his] 
question about other ministers] 
keeping permanent hotel ac-l 
commodation away from Vic.-l 
tori a and Mr. Ferber also said! 
he knew of none except Mr.| 
Gaglardi.
HOTEL BIU,S 

Mr. Ferber said to his know-1 
ledge the former minister of I 
highways had not reimbursed! 
the government for his hotel! 
bills during the period of the] 
session.

I disagree with Mj\ Me-] 
|D i a r m i d ," the comptroller-! 
general said, "and since in thef 
inal analysis it is my responsi-l 
jility, I will continue to approver 
expense accounts for ministers 

■aveiling during the session < 
;ovemment business.

"But if the expense accounts 
in’t come through because of 1 
iling by the departmental] 

|controller — that’s fine."
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Inès Bills ‘Will Need Updating
New controls over surface! 

I mining in B.C. were given final 
i approval by the Legislature 
I Monday night amid gloomy 
I opposition predictions that they 
I wouldn't do the job properly.

The two tills - Coal Mines 
I Regulation Act and an Act to 

K Amend tlie Mines Regulation 
I Act — went through the com- 
Imittee stage of clause-by-clause! 
I consideration and, after axne 
g amendments, were given third 
I and final reading ;n the space of 
I about V,-j hours.

Mines Ministe^ Frank Richter 
introduced amendments based 
on the report of the Legisla­
ture's mining committee which 
gives mining companies six 
months instead of the previous j 
three months to file plans for 
protection and reclamation oft 
the countryside where surface 
mining is to be carried out.

The government also accepted 
committee recommendations for 
a new appeal procedure, new, 
consultation procedures among 
government departments, and

deposits based on the estimated! 
life of a mining operation in 
addition to the previous bonding 
requirements of up to $500 an 
acre.

* * *

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan told the House the 
legislation was “a first step, 
ami "that's alT' toward the kind 
on controls that were required 
He said the NDP voted for the 
bills "knowing full well that 12 
months from now. no matter 
who is government, this legisla- 

■■■

tien will have to be updated tej 
do the kind of job that's 
necessary."

Allan Williams (L-West Va 
couver Howe Sound t said the 
Liberals regarded the bills 
"not necessarily the most exact«| 
ing legislation" in the field.

He added that the House was 
giving the government "thi 
tools with which it can ensur< 
the devastation that has o< 
curred elsewhere" as a result < 
surface mining wouldn't happen]

.egisl ifire

Welfare Tied in Tape
A welfare-recipient must have 

Ba department official’s approval 
[for buying a 25-cent tube of 
[toothpaste, the Legislature was 

|told Monday, night.
Norman Levi -(NDP—Van­

couver South), a social worker 
gin his first legislative session. 

Id the House more money was 
Ibcing on the administra­
it ion of welfare than on its 
(recipients.

Mr. Levi said social workers 
the lower echelons of the 

social welfare department 
(should be "unleashed" to make 
(decisions on their own . in 
^natters, of welfare payments, j 

g WRONG PLACE
The MLA said the money was 

being spent in the wrong place, 
any event, some welfare 

■recipients drove up to liquor 
■.stores in taxicabs, ".stoned when 
■they get there, stoned when 
■they leave." And "they can't 
pive anyway on $75 a month."

Mr. Levi said that Welfare 
Minister Dan Campbell should 
(reduce "accountability" for wel­
fare money and give a family 

■$3,000 or $4,000 for a year as an 
(experiment. Recepients now 
have to go through a means test 
every month for their pay- 

gments; single men have to take 
means test once every two

Mr. Levi's comments came 
during the spending debates of 
the social welfare department 
under the minister's salary- 
vote. The House earlier . ap­
proved the municipal affairs 
department spending, where 
Mr. Campbell’s salary is reg­
istered. at $17,500.

Total municipal affairs spend­
ing is estimated at $55,943.400. 

D
Gordon Dowding < NDP—! 

Bumaby-Edmonds) introduced a 
private member’s bill in the 
legislature Monday night which 
would place stricter controls 
over the operations of trust 
companies in B.C.

The proposed legislation 
would require trust companies 
to observe the same strict 
compliance with the Companies 
Act as other companies with 
respect to "insider" disclosures, 
public audit, , and. liability of 
directors. j

□
The forestry and fisheries 

committee of the Legislature 
has , recommended a wage in­
crease for forest fire fighters 
from $1.25 to $1.75 an hour, plus! 
a board allowance of $4.50 a| 
day.

The committee also urged 
formation of a land use com­
mittee, made up of cabinet 
ministers, to make policy on 
"orderly and integrated use of 
our Crown lands."
DECISION WAIVED

The report, filed Monday in| 
the House by committee chair­
man James Chabot (SC-Colum- 
bia River), waived a decisii

on the effect of slash-burning! 
because the committee could 
not "properly assess" the situ­
ation in the Interior of the 
province.

The committee says that 
slash-burning is still the mostj 
effective metod of disposal, but 
recommends that "research of 
other means should be encour-a» 
aged." Another committeefifl 
should be struck in two years 9[ 
to review existing policies.

The committee's report says 
forest rangers should be notified 
immediately upon the opening 

• of mines in any area so that the 
use of timber by the mine 
company can be supervised. , 
COMMITTEE MAKEl"P

The recommended land usei 
committee should consist of thef 
ministers of municipal affairs!

| agriculture, lands, forests ancf 
water resources, recreation an 
conservation, and mines anc| 
petroleum resources "to estab 
lish and administer a land 
policy."

"The establishment of such *_ 
policy would improve land man! 
agement with a greater degree! 
of social and economic benefit 
for the people of this province,' 
the report says.

rniant Power’

,,v.
IK.. mIf

ÉÜ

Grievance Board Act 
Now in Draft Form

Municipalities are receiving 
[from the government a draft 
bill providing for establishment 

rent-payers' grievance 
■boards, Municipal Affairs Min- 
lister Dan Campbell said Mon- 
|day in the Legislature.

A copy of the bill was tabled 
■Monday in the House in re- 
Isponse to the questions of MLAs 
■about the government’s policy 
Jon rent grievances.
[COMMENTS SOUGHT

The bill was not part of the 
government's legislative pro- 

•am this session, Mr. Camp- 
said, but was being or 

lid be distributed throughout 
province for comments by 

nterested municipalities.
In its present form, the bill 

l pave the way for munici- 
lities to establish boards to 

hear complaints from both 
landlords and rentpayers in the 

alters of notice of rent 
Ï notice of rent termina­

tion, level of service, condition s| 
of entry and other unstated 
issues.

Mr. Campbell said he hoped 1 
the bill would develop into ajj 
sort of tenants' bill of rights.
LOCAL BYLAWS

The regulations would be I 
made up in each case byl 
adoption of local bylaws by 
municipal councils. The griev­
ance board’s decision would be 
binding, except for appeals] 
made to the County Court.

The boards' powers would! 
also include right of access for 
inspection at all "reasonable 
times" of a dwelling that is 
subject of an appeal. Sum­
monses may be issued by the| 
board to a person as a witness, 
who can take an oath beforej 
evidence is taken.

Local councils would assume 
in their budgets the cost of! 
paying the board and its, 
expenses.
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[also süggësfSnKSWrTBtâcE w< 
P* the minister responsible for^m 
[the government air fleet, co 
should be called to say 
whether or not he believed the ff, 
warning to all departments ai 
lhat air travel privileges^.,
Him 1 1 /4 Vin J 1- 1 1

By UN STREET 
Legislative Reporter

The provincial government 
warned its cabinet ministers; 
|and senior officials last year 
'that any abuses of travelling; 
privileges on govemment_aii><
craft might result In a special 
charge being Imposed on all

mights.
| The order, contained in ni 
'confidential memo circulated!
-<o all ministers and toptj 
[officials by Highway Minister';
! Wesley Black on June 6. 1968. 
[was made public for the ürsf. 
time Tuesday at a meeting of 

[the Legislature’s public ac­
counts committee. !

The committee later de- j)0( 
cided to call five cabinet* S[X 
ministers as witnesses, to

However, no formal action formerly leased by the de- 
/as taken on that score when partaient under Mr. Gaglardi, 
Gordon Dowding (NDP—«and conventional aircraft in 
lumatoy Edmonds) said Mr.i the fleet, on grounds that "too 
Hack could be called later iff? many complex factors" were 

involved.
When pressed by Mr. Bar­

rett, the official finally said: 
"I only vaguely recall that it 
was comparable on a per-seat- 
mile basis." He added: "It 
was checked out at one time. 
I just forgot the figures."

>e the final open committee^ 
nceting this session at 10 ( 
i.m. today, to answer ques- j 
ions about their use of' ^ 
lircraft in the government ' 
leet.

"I know you can cost thesel 
things out very accurately,"I 
Dr. McGee r insisted, ‘‘be-j 
[cause I used to own a plane, 
[if we are not costing it in the] 
highways department, then! 
someoneThe ministers called are 

Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
mark, former highways min­
ister P. A. Gaglardi and three 
other ministers without port­
folio, Grace McCarthy, Pa­
tricia Jordan and Isobel Daw-

is guilty of very 
gross negligence. We should 

[be able to get the answers 
[from someone."
| Trade Minister Waldo Skil­
lings then read to the commit- 
jtee the confidential memo 
sent out by Mr. Black last 
June 6, establishing new 
[guidelines for use of govern­
ment aircraft.

They included a stipulation 
that aircraft must be used "to 
increase productivity and ef-i 
Ifectiveness of ministers and 
senior civil servants on gov-

David (NDPBarrett
ÎCoquitiam) and Liberal leader! wer,e ”, 2'Iy,[Patrick McGeer backed m> "ef“.Cce tailing to keep! 
-position suggestion, that the de aücd records of cn8ts ta1 
[ministers concerned had used vo ve '
[government planes to a "ri- Fraser MacLean, assistant? 
dlculous" extent last year* ieputy minister of highways J 
[with figures extracted from® °l(i the committee at Tues-; 
[flight logs tabled earlier thii lay’s hearing that Mr. Gag-? 
[session. ardi exercised sole authority

+ ic ■* >ver who could use the
'} They claimed Mr. Gaglardi iepartment’s planes right up 
ijmade 93 flights from March o the time of his —'—
;ito December last year, 43 ol ast March. (Mr.____ t______ we __ Gaglardi
[them from the former high^esigned his highways port-6 
fways minister’s hometown ol folio amid opposition charges 
Kamloops. Mr. Gaglardi’s that he had used the aircraft 
[total air time was 173.1 houn on non-government business.) 
jin the 10-month period. 
i Mr. Loffmark logged 89.4 
[flying hours in the same 
period.

| Mrs. McCarthy used the 
[government aircraft on 79 
'flights between Vancouver,
[her home riding, and Vic­
toria; Mrs. Jordan made 39 
[flights to or from Kelowna,

To make maximum 
use of all flights whorevei 

"People?;]possible, passengers are re- 
i office! quired to adjust their sched- 
’s) sec-fgulos to meet seat vacancies, 
rings. IB Names of all passengers 
booked|jmust be given at the time ol 

nd np-< booking and persons other 
ions." than government employees 
ier any!!111 a >' b® carried provided 
! these t,iey are travelling with gov- 

flights rrnment employees on official

said, "I think lew procedures for booking 
in this commit aircraft which were institutec 
$ted in whethei after Mr. Gaglardi’s de 
aft are being parture. He said special!) 

re should ask the designated people in eacl 
cemed." department make reserva
e d backbencherljtions through the highways 

•^department.

He told the committee the 
lepartment operated two D-1E 
leechcraft with five seats 
tach under good good condi 
ions and capable of carry in$ 
bur in inclement weather. I

FTmSH!
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Land Gain Seen
In Water Trade

David Barrett (NDP—Coquit-j 
lam) said the NDP favored "no I 
talk of negotiation, no talk of I 
land exchanges, the continuation I 
of clear statements from this! 
province that there is no way I 
the U.S. will get our water.”
NO WIND HERE

"If the Liberals are trying to 
fly a kite,” Mr. Barrett added, 
"let them know that there is no 
wind around here to get it off 
the ground.”

He said it was up to Dr. 
McGeer to decide whether he 
wanted "to take his political 
career in his hands” by making 
the question of water export 
part of the Liberal platform in! 
the next provincial election.

B.C. should agree to American 
ietnands for export of Canadian 
water, but the provincial gov­
ernment should negotiate on the 
basis that it receive choice U.S. 
lands in return for areas that 
would be flooded in thte prov­
ince, Liberal leader Patrick 
McGeer said Tuesday.

He made the proposal in the 
Legislature during the debate on 
recreation department e s t i- 
nates, and immediately spokes­
men for the government and the 
NDP made it clear they op­
posed water export.

Dr. McGeer accused the gov­
ernment of 
the sand" i

l ‘‘putting its head in i
_______ and refusing even to j
think about acceding to Ameri- ; 
can demands for use of water 
storage in this r • vince.
10 FOR C „

He said the Liberals believed ■ 
negotiations with the U.S. could 
result in B.C. obtaining up to 10 
acres of choice property in 
places like Hawaii for every 
acre of this province flooded to 
provide storage to meet Ameri­
can water needs.
! The Liberal leader was also 
Critical of the stand taken by 
Resources Minister Ray 
iWilliston, who has flatly op 
jposed the giant NAVVAPA 
scheme, a $100,000,000,000 plan 
(to flood large areas of B.C. 
Including cities like Prince 
iGeorge, to provide water stor­
age for the parched southwest- 
jem U.S.i Recreation Minister Kenneth 
sKiernan said he opposed a start 
jin negotiations with the U.S., 
land added that to begin talks on 
|the basis of a land-for-land 
|swap would leave B.C. "vir-

Handicapped

Survey
Notes
Chances
Industrial Development Min-! 

ister Waldo Skillings filed a? 
preliminary survey Tuesday inj 
the Legislature on employment! 
opportunities for handicapped; 
persons in B.C.

The report says a single co-j- 
ordinating agency to find jobs! 
for the handicapped should bel 
established, and sets out difini-| 
tions for a pilot project study on ( 
the question.
PROBLEMS LATER

The report notes that 23,0001 
B.C. children are known to have 
some disability which will com-J 
plicate their employment op-j 
portunities later in life. Between 
the ages of 18 and 65, there are 
about 3,300 handicapped persons 
looking for jobs to get them off 
the social welfare roles.

A questionnaire survey of 745 
employers, to which about half 
replied, shows that about 22 per 
cent now employ handicapped 
persons. Fifty-three per cent! 
said they would be willing toj
hire the handicapped.

'
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lupid Clash 
Raises Storm

By CLEMENT CHAPPLE
A “stupid" dispute between 
HI government and the prov-| 

__ pharmacists has left 
welfare recipients holding the 

t price-tag of drugs, an NDP 
•er charged Tuesday in the 

islature.
David Barrett (NDP—Coquit- 

singlprl mit Welfare Min-

ister Dan Campbell as beingj identically to other people," Dr, 
instrumental in the failure of Parkinson said, 
the government to agree with Mr. Campbell insisted that] 
the pharmacists on the service welfare recipients got the same 
charge for dispensing welfare standard of drugs as anyone' 
drugs, some of which carry a $1 else. —
surcharge beginning April 15,1 Alex Macdonald (NDP—H 
according to a pharmacists’ Vancouver East) said the gov-Q 
announcement. emment should set up a provin-

Mr. Campbell quickly accused cial pharmacy to purchase 
Mr. Barrett of standing "four-; drugs wholesale, sometimes by IBM 
square" for the fee-fqr-service ' import to evade the high cost 9^ 
system that pharmacists were I which sometimes represented]" 
hoping to achieve, and of, 100 times the real cost. Mr.

US
mu

proposing a fee increase “ 
behalf of the drug industry."

w

mmkm
Macdonald added the govem-l 
ment was doing nothing to| 
break the “drug monopoly." 

MONDAY (1AÏM ; "it's not the pharmacists"
He repeated a statement that are being paid too much, 

made Monday that B.C. would "It’s the monopoly drug manu-| 
not accept a fee-for-service facturers." he said, 
arrangement, and later added

I that alternatives being exam-H 
ined at present did not includefl 
| any surcharge.

Mr. Barrett denied that he|
| was standing being the drug

I industry. "The minister is twist-| 
ing the argument. Hundreds < 
thousands of people now 

jg® caught in the middle of a debate] 
S that has been going on for three! 
Hll years. The government arei 
H l>eing stupid, the pharmacists! 
99 are being stupid and the people! 
■ caught in the middle are the I 
■ people on social welfare." he|

B Two press releases issued! 
■ Monday and Tuesday by the! 

99 B.C. Professional Pharmacists'l 
■ Society announced tint a $l| 
■ surcharge would he made 
H welfare prescriptions effective! 
K April 1. Mr. Campbell said 
H the House that he was not! 
■ prepared to get involved ini 
■ "press release warfare" with| 
■ the pharmacists.
I LOW PRICE

I Mr. Campbell explained the I 
cost to government of welfare I 

■ drugs bought in drugstores this! 
■ way : wholesale price of drugs 

IBs plus 66 2-3 per cent of this, plus!

150 cents (dispensing fee) plus 251 
cents "breakage," the whole | 
discounted by 15 per cent. Mr. 
Campbell would not explain the| 
["breakage" aspect.

Dr. Ray Parkinson (NDP—1 
0Vancouver Burrard) said that inS 

Order to receive low-priced! 
fêwelfare drugs, the recipient had! 

obtain them through the! 
|vernment dispensing agency 

therefore did not enjoy theg 
right of choice as non-f 

Bjfare people. "Welfare recipi-j 
to be trcate<

. n ,

1‘Ministers^ itiiout’
Nearly Do Without!

Session #<>■
Irtish Toaa

---------—

t-Tie third session < 
egislative assembly of British! 
Columbia is expected to wind 
,up today after a sitting which] 

Lasted 70 days. This is just 
|three days short of the length* 
jof the record 1968 session. |9!

The Tuesday night sitting 
fended in confusion short]; 
After 11:15 p.m. when the W,- 

) salary for each of the foui 
ninisters without portfolii 

caked through the! 
(House Dy a vote of 24 to 22. 
i Before the vote could be com- 
jpleteti some confusion 6n the 
government ranks which sawjBi icabinct ministers and back-^ 

ienchers unable to fathomP^ 
what motion they were voting prompted cries of “nU 

resign" from the

l"\.U
Mr#

;ign.
government was caughl 

^Jrd by the NDP «actj

fcsSrSS^
TS&&a~SP

Hand serve no useful function! behalf of the people of) 
this province. That is t 
jwe are voting against 0
salaries,"_____ •Premier Bennett then cai-| 
jled the next set of estimates, 
covering operations of the 

iblic Utilities Commission, 
Ibut after a few minutes with-1 

(drew them because he told! 
House he had not been I 

aware of a prior arrange­
ant between party whips 
hich guaranteed adjoum-j ment after the ministers with-' 
it portfolio had been dealt

hÉttÈi
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Allegations of police brutality 
I against Indians at Sechelt which 
| were brought to the attention of 
Li MLAs earlier this session by 
rj Tom Berger (NDP—Burrard) 

are unfounded as far as the 
i man who investigated them can 
S tell, the Legislature was told

r____  Tuesday night.
v Attorney -General Leslie 

■jp' Peterson filed a 60-page report 
5 • dealing with the alleged inci- 

• .;i • dents involving members of the
Sechelt ROMP detactanent as 

i&the House recessed for the 
/dinner hour. It was prepared by 
I departmental inspector Archie 
p Plummer who interviewed 62 
b people to obtain his findings.

PRESS MEETING
Mr. Peterson said later that 

''from a quick perusal” of the 
| report he found it showed that 
inot only were allegations of 

police brutality unfounded, but 
so were claims by Mr. Berger 

I and others that Sechelt RCMP 
I were "indifferent” to the needs 
| and rights of Indians.

Later, Mr. Berger told a 
press conference the report was 

|*‘partisan,> and obviously in-1

tended to intimidate the Indians 
so they would not continue to 
press their complaints against 
police officers.

The Indians were entitled to 
an independent inquiry and an 
impartial report,” the NDPi: 
member said. "Instead they 
have received a partisan report 
by a government which has 
shown itself incapable of looking 
into any subject in an impartial 
way.”
‘A DISSERVICE*

Mr. Berger also criticized the 
report for probing the private 
affairs of the Sechelt Indian 
band, which he claimed are 
"none of the attorney-general’s 
business.”

"I personally think,” the 
attorney-general said, “Mr. 
Berger has done a great 
disservice to the Indians living 
on the Sechelt Peninsula as well 
as to the RCMP in that area.

Mr. Peterson said he has! 
forwarded copies of Mr. Plum-! 
mer’s report to Indian Affairs ! 
Minister Jean Chretien in Ot-| 

as well as to RCMP, the

Mr. Berger told a hushet 
House on Feb. 28 about 
months of alleged police brutal­
ity involving the RCMP and thi 
Sechelt Indian band. He claimei 
that despite complaints to thi 
attorney - general’s department 
by band manager Clarence Joe, 
"cases of abuse of police^ 
power” had continued.

The NDP member said h< 
was hesitant about giving de-'' 
tails to the Legislature, but did ' 
so after personal investigation 
and trips to Sechelt. He then 
recounted a series of incidents 
in which it was alleged Indians 
had been threatened and as­
saulted by police.
LETTER MATTER

The report by Mr. Plummer 
contained a copy of a letter to ! 
Mr. Joe, dated Dec. 11, 1968, in 
which assistant deputy attorney- ; 
general A. L. Pearson requested g 
further details of matters dis­
cussed with the Sechelt band ij 
manager in Victoria. There was y 
no reply.

On the following day1, thel 
| report said, Mr. Pearson ad-J 
vised RCMP headquarters that!
|Mr. Joe had complained abouti 
he head of the RCMP detach-1 
ment in Sechelt laying unneces-f 
sary charges and about lack of 6 
interest in Indians. An RCMP| 
investigation was begun ini 
February but was discontinued | 
when Mr. Berger made his| 

, charges in the Legislature.
Starting March 3, Mr. Plum-jj

land interviewed a total of 3E|
|Indians and 27 non-Indians.

The report said: “Contrary 1 
Iwhat might be deduced from 
|Mr. Berger’s letter, there is! 
I good rapport between the vast! 
I majority of residents in the]
I village (of Sechelt) and the] 
Preserve and by both groups \
| the police.”

It added that none of the 
I non-Indians would agree with! 
I claims that relationship between) 
g Indians and the village,
I Indians and the police, had!
I deteriorated. Most said relations! 
I were actually improving.
|ALL SEVEN

The report concluded that tl 
I investigator said it was me 
I significant all seven membe 
Hof the detachment were alleg 
■ to have been involved in t 
I incidents.

Mr. Plummer said : "If the 
8 allegations are true, we ha 
g the unlikely coincedence that 
|seven members of the deta< 

nt are brutal.”

B.C. Fact-Finder: Indian affairs department’s re-1 
glonal director, J. V. Boys, and] 
Chief Henry Paul of the Sechelt] 
band.

The final paragraph of Mr ! 
Plummer's report stated:

“As far as I have gone, these! 
allegations (of police brutality) 
appear to be unfounded, but I 
suggest that inquiries be 
continued to establish the genu­
ineness or otherwise of the 
complaints; keeping in mind the 
possibility of mischief charges 
under the Criminal Code.”

Police Brutality 
Allegations 
Without Proof

HUSHED HOUSE
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1 th-Hour Unroarl 
)ver Alleged Fees

use Censur

■or*-

Arrimer CapozziSun pen Jed Dowding
Task]The motion was based Mr. Gaglardi sain, 

that mercy be shown,
Mr. St fa chart, flu 

anger, jumped to his feet andj 
declared that on the basis of I 
Mr. Gaglavdi's statement, bel 
would withdraw his appeal to I 
Mr. Capozzi.

The p r e m 1er. who also I 
reacted with a flash of anger, I 
said, “We have tried to be non-1 
partisan, but since the Leader! 
of the Opposition has gone! 
contrary to the leader of the! 
government, I no longer ask the! 
member (Mr. Capozzf) to with*! 
draw."
•<;kt member

Mr. Strachan told the House 
at one stage in the debate. “In 
view of. the statement made by 
the member for Vancouver 
Centre (Mr. Capozzi) that some 
tliree or four weeks ago the I

• Five ministers tell about flights. Page 6.

By IAN STREET. Legislative Reporter
A New Democratic Party MLA was censured for 

breach of parliamentary privilege Wednesday and sus­
pended but only for the final sittings of the Legislature 
in what parliamentary experts termed an unprecedented 
|move in B.C.

Gordon Dowding (NDP—Burnaby Edmonds), à 51- 
kear-old lawyer who has sat in the Legislature since 
p956, was ordered to leave the chamber by Speaker 
William Murray after a motion of censure put forward 
py Herb Capozzi (SC—Vancouver Centre) was approv- ifl 3 press conference laterJ 

‘mr. siracnan called The censura 
vote a "despicable attack” oil 
Mr. Dowding and "a partisan! 
political action” designed to] 
"get” the NDP member for his 
effectiveness in exposing gov­
ernment blunders and mis­
conduct, especially in relation to 
the Commonwealth Trust affair. 
NDP TELEGRAM 

The NDP leader then released 
the text of a telegram which he 
sent to a nominating convention 
which is being held in Mr. 
Dowding*s riding of Burnaby 
Edmonds Wednesday night. The 
wire said: "I want you to know 
that as the leader of this party I 
support Gordon Dowding un-

Iterçse hours, came as MLAs 
[were preparing to wind up the 
jlegislative session and return to 
their hotnes for Easter. It was 
punctuated by three recesses, 
the longest lasting 47 minutes,! 

I while the speaker and Mr.! 
Dowding examined documents ; 
produced by Mr. Capozzi.

At ohe stage, Premier Ben-

| his renomination as candidate! 
for the New Democratic Party. 
I also predict that he will 
double his majority. We cannot: 
allow a ruthless government



Thuridov,

law firm IrTwHicff^^JKWmg 
is a senior partner for promot­
ing the insurance company 
incorporation in the Legislature 
ACTUAL AMOUNT

he most!
despicable things to force 
through a motion of this kind 
without proof, to not give him 
an opportunity to testify than 
the documents used were not 
related to him. They used 
nothing more than a debatable 
technicality. *•

Mr. Dowding said a* the press 
I conference that he "might" 
have benefited pers mally from 
the business done by his law 
firm partners in promoting a 
private bill for the establish­
ment of Southwest Mortgage

Mr. Capozzi asked leave for 
trie House to recess while he 
considered whether he should 
withdraw his censure motion, 
which was seconded by Don 
Phillips (SC-South Peace 
Riveri. The motion read: "I 
move that the member for 
Burnaby Edmonds be admon­
ished by the speaker and 
suspended from the service of 
this House for the remainder of 
the session."
•NO ALTERNATIVE’

After a wait of nearly In 
minutes. thn House reconvened 
and the Socred backbencher 
said that in view of the 

i speaker’s ruing that there 
aooeared to be- a prima facie

however, the Socred 
backbencher admitted after Mr. 
Dowding had the documents and 
complained amount
involved was actually $2.500, of 
which $1.700 was for advertis­
ing. that he did not know what 
the fee was and apologized for 
any wrong inference.

At one point in the debate. 
Mr. Dowding said: "The honor­
able member is abusing the 
privileges of this House. The 
statement he makes is false, 
absolutely false. He has no right 
to make these statements he*-0.

"If he makes these state­
ments outside the House. I will 
be pleased to take appropriate 
action. What he says is abso­
lutely false." .
DECISION APPROVED

The NDP member said the 
chairman of the private bilks 
committee in 1966 had been 
former Socred MLA Alex Mat­
thew who had approved his 
decision not to have anything to 
do with the passage of the 
insurance company incorpora­
tion bill, which had been '

tabled by Mr. Capozzi in the 
the speaker told MLAs, 

"I regret having! 
business of this 

but the seriousness of

on his return 
! delayed (he

the allegations presented made! 
if necessary to hear représenta-! 
turns made in camera from the 

j the .member.
KAIJENT FACTS 

"I find on the basis of the 
before me

services rendered in incorpora­
tion of the Insurance company 
had been dictated by Mr. 
Dowding and signed by Mr. 
Dowding. He said there was no 
harm in an MLA sponsoring a 
private bill, but added that it 
was reprehensible" for an 
MLA to render a bill for 
appearances before a commit­
tee.
FIRM'S LETTERHEAD

Mr. Dowding said later that 
he had examined the invoice 
presented by Mr. Capozzi and 
agreed that it did contain his 
firm's name and letterhead. He 
said it did not contain his 
signature but he could only- 
surmise that someone had 
signed his name in accordance 
with the usual practice of law 
firms in placing the name of the 
senior member on pleadings and 
other legal documents'

‘ Someone wrote my name on 
it, but it was not in my 
handwriting." the NDP member

Mr. Dowding said if he had 
known at the time that M was 
not considered proper for a

material
while some of k is irrelevant. 1 
there is on the face of it a 1 
breach of parliamentary privi- ! 
lege. However, there are certain ;j 
salient facts with which mem- 1 
bers of this House should be 1 
acquainted before it votes on 1

"The member was a member 
of (he priv ate bills committee in 
1966. He made it abundantly ! 
clear to . that committee he , 
would neither vote nor attempt 
to persuade the committee on 
the bill. It seems that thi 
deposit in connection with the 
Dill was submitted to his firm, 
and for that reason he explained 
he did not want to be involved. 
INSUFFICIENT TIME

"Secondly, it was a matter 
before the previous parliament 
and I haven’t had time to 
decide whether this is a faetpr. 
Each member must decide for 
himself when he votes on this 
motion. Under the circum­
stances, I must find that a 
breach of privilege has oc­
curred. With these reserv ations 
I find the motion by the

order, you are suspended from 
the service of this House for the 
remainder of, this session "

As Mr. D iwding walked from 
the chamber, past the silent and 
grim members on the govern­
ment side. NDP and Liberal 
MLAs pounded Iheir desks to 
show their disagreement with 
the action. David Barrett 
(NDP—Coquitlam) called out: 
"Shame !"
NOTHING WRONG 

Later, at the NDP press- 
conference. Mr. D iwding said 
he believed he had done nothing 
wrong.

‘The only thing I regret is 
that I wi’l now be unable to 
proceed with my bill on Com­
monwealth Trust, a bill which 
would correct the government's 
failure to properly supervise 
Dis company."
He added: 'The government 
now knows I wi’l not be in the 
House, and with the sponsor 
missin" the hill cannot be 
proceeded with."
BEHIND HIM

Mr. Strachan told the press 
conference: "J stand behind Mr. 
Dowding and this party stands 
behind him 100 per cent. We 
have absolute faith in his 
integrity.

"This is the political death 
rattle of a government that has 
disolayed time after time that 
is is out to get this p-mmbe- for 
exposing iis mish -ndling of its 
duties.

"The speaker had no alterna­
tive but to follow the dictates of 
the government majority.
FOB WEEK*

"But we have known for 
weeks that the government]

- •

management

j full sessional indemnity of $8.000*
because he had already met the* 

, requirement of attending a| 
| minimum of 40 sitting days ini 
the session, which has spanned!

detract from it, I ask the 
member to withdraw the resolu­
tion."

Liberal leader Patrick Me- 
Geer tried to calm the House, 
and asked Mr. Capozzi to

used today. Socred sat silently.of <9.225 in fees to the

s Me



I old tradition of parliamentary I 
privilege was being challenged! 

fby Mr. Capozzi. and therefore 1 
I the charge made against thci 
INDP member should be "cap-fl 
table of the clearest proof."
|a<;ain tomorrow

I “The member, in effect.
Challenging parliament itself," 
said Dr. McGeer. "We have not'
«een the evidence, and yet we

rare being asked to vote 
jurors on a motion to condemn 
member without the clearest 
proof being made. We don't 
need to prorogue today. We 
would be quite pleased to sit 
tomorrow to examine the evi­

dence,
When the premier said it wai 

1 ,UP „ *° the f-iberals to mov 
■adjournment. If they wished,*
■ Dr. McGeer added: "It 
■ matter of regret that this'
I parliament has been marked by 

vindictiveness.*l
- "It is a matter of intense 
I regret that a matter of this kind 
■ should be brought up. We leave 
lit to government conscience to 
I decide what to do on this 
J matter. But we say from our 
gj point of view that we haven't 
1 been given an opportunity to 

J consider the merits one way or 
I the other. We think that indi- 
1 vidua 1 members have been 

J placed in an impossible position 
E if this matter is brought to a

Mr. Capozzi said he would 
H accept a statement from 
|| NDP member that neither he] 
tfinor his firm had received any!
§5 remuneration in conned!ion with!
|1| the passage of the private bill.
J| Mr. Dowding replied that he]
» could have clarified the point if'
B the matter had been brought to] 

his attention before it was 
raised in the House.'

"I have great respect for 
I parliament," said Mr. Dowding 
| "I have always tried to disclose 
i any interest, direct or indirect.

But I leave the matter to this 
House and I say that I regret.th'ë'ïïÔnorablê member did» 1 Tuesday the report of 

■ not see fit to bring it to mr*^erfv committee on higher 
■first, so that I could <1 
■whatever I could to straightened to him 

|out the facts and have time tre 
westigate what he was talking 

■about, so that we might bring t 
jup before a committee »

Black Announces 
Cost of Medicare

H v

The total cost of medicare in I 
B.C. during its first six months g 
of operation was S50.993.057, the 
legislature was told Wednesday |H 

| night.
In a written answer to a ques-l 

tion by Opposition Leader!
Robert Strachan, filed at the® 
close of tiie legislative session. 
Pmvincial Secretary Wesley 
Black gave the first summary 6H 
of medicare costs to Dec. 31. ■
1968.
FEDERAL PAYMENTS ^

The minister said the total 
premiums collected during theHg 
six-month period was 132.310.488. q 
[He added that federal payments I 
received during the period from!
July 1 to the end of last ycarg 
[were 314,466.200.

No reference was made toj 
ovincial contributions for the! 

period, but it appeared that § 
lirect B.C. grants totalled some| 
14,000,000 and a further undi>-l|]
?losed amount from the pro-g 
incial treasury was used to| 
ubsidi/.e both the general pre- 
niums and those for low-income |

? ;>

n :n
Fça}; - a
ï,.w. ■_

B.C. Education Report Submitted
Education Minister Brothers 

the
^ï’erry committee on higher edu-| 

(Ration in B.C. has been submit-]

The report by the deputy min­
ier of education may make 
lajor changes in the co-ordina-|

tion of the province’s three pub­
lic universities. It was commis­
sioned by Leslie Peterson when 
he was education minister more 
than a year ago.

Mr. Brothers divulged none ->f 
the report’s recommendations in 
an interview Tuesday.

"Dr. Perry has taken a year 
to prepare it. I’ve only had it, 
a short time," he said.

The report will be considered 
by the cabinet. " . . . and then 
we’ll decide whether to make It 
public," said Mr. Brothers.

Privileges so that we could air it| 
lompletely."
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law firm in"“ rMmidate opposi-
despicable things to force 
through a motion of this kind 
without proof, to not give him 
an opportunity to testify that 
the documents used were not 
related to him. They used 
nothing more than a debatable 
technicality.”

Mr. Dowding said at the press 
conference that he “might” 
have benefited personally from 
the business done by his law 
firm partners in promoting a 
private bill for the establish­
ment of Southwest Mortgage 
Indemnity Corporation in 1966. 
IN ANY WAY

However, he said, he had 
believed that he did all that Was 
necessary by declaring openly 
and fully his connection with the 
law firm handling the bill, and 
not taking part in deliberations 
upon it as an MLA in any way. |

Mr. Dowding said he had not| 
been aware of the obscure rule 
in May's Parliamentary Proce­
dure which Mr. Capozzi claimed 
made it improper for any 
partner of a member to gain, 
pecuniary benefits through pro-! 
motion of a bill.

After studying the material!

ing the insurance company 
incorporation in the Legislature. 
ACTUAL AMOUNT

Later, however, the Socred 
backbencher admitted after Mr. 
Dowding had the documents and 

amount

Mr. Capozzi asked leave for 
le House to recess while he 
onsidered whether he should 
withdraw his censure motion, 
/hich was seconded by Don 
'hillips (S C -S o u t h Peace 
liver). The motion read: “I 
nove that the member for

complained that the 
involved was actually $2,500, of 

I which $1,700 was for advertis­
ing, that he did not know what 
the fee was and apologized for 
any wrong inference.

At one point in the debate, 
Mr. Dowding said: “The honor­
able member is abusing the 
privileges of this House. The 
statement he makes is false, 
absolutely false. He has no right 
to make these statements he**0.

“If he makes these state- 
| ments outside the House, I will 
I be pleased to take appropriate 
action. What he says is abso­
lutely false.”
DECISION APPROVED

The NDP member said the 
chairman of the private bills 
committee in 1966 had been 
former Socred MLA Alex Mat­
thew, who had approved his 
decision not to have anything to 

\ do with the passage of the ! 
insurance company incorpora-1 
tion bill, which had been: 
sponsored by another former 
Socred MLA, Bert Price, then 
member for Burrard.

Mr. Capozzi said the bill for 
service^ Rendered in incorpora-

this House for the remainder of 
the session.”
‘NO ALTERNATIVE*

wait of nearly 15 
e House reconvened 
Socred backbencher 

in view of the 
ruling that there

After 
minutes, 
and thi

speaker"
appeared to be a prima 
case of breach of parliamentary 
privilege. “I have no alternative 
but to let the motion stand.” 
Government members held a 
brief caucus during the recess.

After the vote was taken, the 
speaker ordered another brief 
recess while Mr. Dowding was 
notified of the result and 
ordered to reapnear in the

tion of the insurance company 
had been dictated by Mr. 
Dowding and signed by Mr. 
Dowding. He said there was no 
harm in an MLA sponsoring a 
private bill, but added that it 
was “reprehensible” for an 
MLA to render a bill for 
appearances before a commit-

F1RM S LETTERHEAD
Mr. Dowding said later that 

he had examined the invoice 
presented by Mr. Capozzi andj 
agreed that it did contain hisi 
firm’s name and letterhead. He 
said it did not contain his

surmise that someone had 
signed his name in accordance 
with the usual practice of law 
firms in placing the name of the 
senior member on pleadings and 
other legal documents!

“Someone wrote my name on 
it, but it was not in my 
handwriting,” the NDP member 
said.

Mr. Dowding said if he had 
known at the time that it was 
not considered proper for a 
member of his firm to deal with 
such a private bill, he would not 
have allowed it.
PERFECTLY CLEAR

“The fact that I withdrew and 
declared my interest in it made 
it perfectly clear that I re­
garded my position proper with 
respect to parliament,” he said.

Mr. Bennett then rose and 
said: “The very fact that the 
speaker has

the action. David Barrett 
(NDP—Coquitlam) called out: 
“Shame!”
NOTHING WRONG

Later, at the NDP press 
conference. Mr. Dowding said 
he believed he had done nothing

“The only thing I regret is 
that I wi’l now be unable to 
proceed with my bill on Com­
monwealth Trust, a bill which 
w'uld correct the Government’s 
failure to properly supervise 
this company.”
He added : “The government 
now knows I wi’l not be in the 
House, and with the sponsor 
missing' the hill cannot be 
proceeded with.”
BEHIND HIM

Mr. Strachan told the press 
conference: “J stand behind Mr. 
Dowding and this party stands 
belÿad- him 100 per cent. We 

absolute faith in his

motion. Under the circum­
stances, I must find that a 
breach of privilege has oc­
curred. With these reservations 
I find the motion by the 
member for Vancouver Centre 
is in order.”

E. K. DeBeck, clerk of the 
Legislature, said he knew of no 
precedent for the passage of a 
censure motion against an MLA 
in the B.C. Legislature.
SOME NAMED

However, MLAs have been 
suspended or “named” by the 
speaker for misconduct in the 
House. The last of these was 
former North Vancouver Lib­
eral MLA Gordon Gibson, who 
charged in 1955 that “money 
talks” in connection with the 
issue of forest

accepted this 
motion shows the seriousness of 
the situation.

“However, I myself know 
what you are up against when 
someone signs a letter with 
your name on it. (A reference 
to the “Dear Hal” letter in 1965. 
in which public relations man A1 
Williamson was convicted of 
forging Mr. Bennett’s name on 
a letter to Prime Minister 
Pearson.)
‘VERY SERIOUS’

“While I think, Mr. Speaker, 
that this is

have 
integrity.

"This is the political death 
rattle of a government that has 
disolayed time after time that 
is is out to get this mpmber for 
exposing its mishandling of its 
duties.

"The speaker had no alterna­
tive but to follow the dictates of 
the government majority.
FOR WEEKS

"But we have known for 
weeks that the government 
members had this material. A 
"overnment minister told me in 
the corridors of this Legislature 
three or four weeks ago that 
they were going to ’get Dowd­
ing.’ He had in his hand at the ; 
time the papers Mr. Capozzi

management

a very serious 
situation, and I’m not trying to 
detract from it, I ask the 
member to withdraw the resolu­
tion.”

Liberal leader Patrick Mc- 
Geer tried to calm the House, 
and asked Mr. Capozzi toi

used today.
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I old tradition of parliamentary! 
privilege was being challenged 1 
w Mr. Capozzi. and therefore I 
the charge made against thc|

I DP member should be “cap-1 
able of the clearest proof.”

again tomorrow
“The member, in effect, is 

allenging parliament itself,” 
aid Dr. McGeer. "We have not 

leen the evidence, and yet we I 
are being asked to vote 
jurors on a motion to condemn' 
a member without the clearest 
proof being made. We don't 
need to prorogue today. We 
would be quite pleased to sit 

tomorrow to examine the evi-

When the premier said it wai

I up to the .1 liberals to moy 
ÎHjôurnment, If they wished 
Dr. McGeer added : “It is < 
matter of regret that this1 
parliament has been marked byj 

vindictiveness."
“It is a matter of intense 
I regret that a matter of this kind 
I should be brought t|p. We leave 
lit to government conscience to 
I decide what to do on this 
J matter. But we say from our 
H point of view that we haven't 
» been given an opportunity to 
B consider the merits one way or 
E the other. We think that indi- 
E vidual members have been 
B placed in an impossible position 
m if this matter is brought to a 
g! vote.”
|B Mr. Capozzi said he would 
M accept a statement from the! 
pi NDP member that neither hej 
lA nor his firm had received any!

I remuneration in connection with] 
the passage of the private bill. 
^ Mr. Dovvding replied that hej 
fn| could have clarified the point if' 
Hthr matter had been brought tol 
| his attention before it was| 
1 raised in the House.
“I have great respect for 

I parliament." said Mr. Dow ding 
• I have always tried to disclose 
interest, direct or indirect

Black Announces 
Cost of Medicare

The total cost of medicare in 
I B.C. during its first six months 
I of operation was $50,993,057, the 

H legislature was told Wednesday 
g night.

In a written answer to a ques- 
I tion by Opposition Leader

[Robert Strachan, filed at the!
close of the legislative session,! 

j Provincial Secretary Wesley' IgBgg 
Black gave the first summary |j| 
of medicare costs to Dec. 31 
1968.
FEDERAL PAYMENTS

The minister said the total of 
premiums collected during thejfêü 
six-month period was $32,310,488. eIt
He added that federal payments BE _
received during the period fromBj 
July 1 to the end of last ycarral 
were $14,466,200.

No reference was made 
vvincial contributions for thejsggj 
riod, but it appeared that a i^"i n

iirect B.C. grants totalled some I 
$4,000,000 and a further undis-1 
closed amount from the prog 
vincial treasury was used to a 
subsidize both the general pre- 
niums and those for low-income

X' 6, , »,

■
* j

Z ;5

any ______ ,
But I leave the matter to this1*House and I say that I regret] Education Minister Brothers
Ihlirt7iê"bonoràblF mcmber did 5ai(i Tuesday the report of the 
not. see fit to bring it to rneF>ovry committee on higher edu- 

that I could do :ation in B.C. has been subnut-l 
tever i could to straighten ted to him. 
the facts and have time to The report by the deoutv min 

’ ^ ^ ~W.fi™ m.v m,.,.

B.C. Education Report Submitted

■first,

lout lilt: _________vestigate what he was talking!

Ïibout, so that we might bring it|i 
ip before a committee < 
irivilegcs so that we could air it

ter of education may make 
iajor changes in the co-ordina-|

tion of the province’s three pub­
lic universities. It was commis-j 
sioned by Leslie Peterson when 
he was education minister more 
than a year ago.

Mr. Brothers divulged none ->fj 
the report’s recommendations in) 
an interview Tuesday.

“Dr. Perry has taken a year! 
to prepare it. I’ve only had it| 
a short time,” he said.

The report will be considered! 
by the cabinet. ”... and then! 
we’ll decide whether to make tt| 
public,” said Mr. Brothers.
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ircra 
Cost
' Tha

m*

Legislature? *71 ï c 
accounts committee was told' 
Wednesday that the one-way 
cost to the taxpayer for flying a 
single cabinet minister by gov­
ernment aircraft to Victoria 
from Vancouver exceeded $32.

David Barrett (NDP—Coquit-1 
llam) told the committee he 
larrived at this estimate by 
(using cost figures supplied by 

ighways department officials 
|which indicated it cost approxi-J 

ately $5.75 for each of the five 
lassengers on the Vancouver- 
ictoria flight. The figures did 

lot include overhead.
N MARCH
The NDP member cited offi-1 

:ial aircraft logs which showed 
hat during the month of March, 

planes made$$»968, government 
Botal o f 13

alleged to biTTffiproper ' use'ofjpj 
travel privileges on government 
planes.
SHE’S HOPING

Mrs. McCarthy told the com- 
mittee she would like to correct i^fK 
some statements by opposition 
members and added that she 
hoped the hearing would not 
degenerate into mere "harass- 
ment of cabinet ministers."

Gordon Dowding (NDP- Rur-| 
naby Edmondst replied : "We 
won't harass the witness, if she 
doesn’t harass us."
•NO REFATION’

Mrs. McCarthy, who accord­
ing to aircraft logs made a total 
of 79 flights by government 
plane between Vancouver and 
Victoria last year, said opposi­
tion criticism bore no relation to 

businesslike administration.”
She told the committee if her 

plane flew from Victoria to 
Vancouver carrying other pas­
sengers on government busi-

Jordan

of travel arrangement when! 
ministers without any portfolio | 
had to travel largely by govern-1 
ment aircraft.
I,EAR LEASED

rorgia Strait. Nine of these 
light» carried only one
songer, three had two pas- ^ j( was mor0 reason-
•engers and one had threel ^ tQ carry one minister back'
passengers. t0 victoria than send the plane!

Mr. Barrett said the $32 one- empty.”
way coat of a single trip by -55—-^ was asked If'ifi?! 
government aircraft compared| The m,n,sl 
with the $10 one-way Vancouver- 
Victoria fare by Air Canada, 
which he said offered nine 
flights each way daily.
KAMLOOPS COST 

He said the government 
figures also showed a cost to 
the taxpayer of $162.50 to carry 
single passenger from Victoria 
to Kamloops. The commercial 

< one-way air fare to Kamloops is 
$29.

The NDP's other comparative

(fares are: Prince Rupert, one­
way commercial fare, $53 
government cost for a single-j 
passenger flight, $412.50.
Highways department con- 
troller Alan Rhodes provided 
the committee with cost, csti-, 
mates for operation of govern-] 
ment aircraft ranging from 13 
cents to 14.3 cents per seat 
mile. He said the costs did not 
include overhead or other fixed 
charges, but he disagreed that 
the addition of these cost 
factors would approximately 
double the costs given.
Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
mark said opposition comments 
on what he called "short trip I 
costs” using government air­
craft did not take into account 
substantial savings of tax­
payers’ money on lengthy trips, 
some of which carried civil 
servants to points throughout!
B.C. not served by commercial] 
airlines.
CIVIL SERVICE 

Opposition Leader Robert

IStrachan commented: "It looks 
like a very efficient service for 
the members of the civil 
service, and a luxury for the 
cabinet ministers."

The committee then heard 
testimony from four ministers 
without portfolio — Grace Mc­
Carthy, Isabel Dawson, Patricia 
Jodan and Philip Gaglardi — 
who have been criticized for 
making what "

had instructed her office staff to 
check commercial flights before 
reserving space on the govern­
ment aircraft . She replied : ‘ If 
it is a question of my druthers, 
I'd druther use a government 
plane.'

Mrs. Dawson said she seldom 
used government planes, prefer­
ring to travel back and forth 
between Victoria and her home
in Powell River by ~car "andl 
ferry.

She said a standing instruc 
tion had been issued to her 
secretary to check all forms of 
transportation before making a 
travel choice.

Mrs. Jordan said she endorsed 
'‘a good deal" of what Mrs. 
McCarthy said. She added that 
the criteiion used by her staff 
in making travel arrangements 
was "how best to get there, 
most efficiently on the most 
reasonable basis.”
BROAD SENSE

Asked whether she had issued | 
instructions for her staff to I 
check commercial flights before I 
reserving on government! 
planes, Mrs. Jordan replied, "Ini 
the broadest sense, yes.”

Mr. Loffmark told the com-1 
mittee he made 160 single tripsfl 
between Vancouver and Victoriaj 
last year. Thirty of these tripsL 
were by government aircraft,! 
nine by commercial flights, and™ 
the remaining three-quarters l 
B.C. Ferries.
EASIEST WAY

The minister sail 
practice of tra>j 
to most of 
cabinet meeth 
toria because 1 
be the cheapest 
iway.”

Opposition MLAs 
Mr. Loffmark, who 
held the portfolio of 
industry, tor

Mr. Gaglardi, a former high-1 
ways minister, also appeared! 
before the committee and dis-1 
cussed the trip he took in the| 
leased Lear jet to Anchorage, | 
Alaska, via Whitehorse.

He said he took his son and 
two other businessmen along as 
guests on the trip, which 
resulted from a request by then 
Alaska Governor Walter Hickel 
that he address a conference of 
Christians in government, and 
discussions on pavih& of the 
Alaska Highway.

The committee filed its report I 
in the Legislature Wednesday! 

! afternoon, but made no c o 
ment on its investigations into! 
either Mr. Gaglardi's hotel bills!

ti Vancouver or use of aircraft! 
y ministers.

made i
by fen



|Tobacco Idea Dies Anyway

Private-Bill Disdain Softens
The traditional government 

[disdain for private members’ 
■bills relaxed momentarily into 
I approval Wednesday night dur­
ing a backbencher’s attempt to 
[give anti-smoking promotion 
I “equal time."

Non-smoker Premier Bennett 
[voiced his approval for a bill by 
|James Chabot (SC—Columbia 
[River) designed to “bring the 
[advertising of tobacco back tç> 
j reality.”

Premier Bennett informed the 
[House that “the government

Chabot

accepts the bill,” fully aware 
that as the session ended, the 
bill would never again see third 
reading or the light of day.

Mr. Chabot’s bill, one of the j through 
two dozen rammed into oblivion, 
on the session’s last day. would' 
have given equal time 
television to the dangers ofi 
smoking tobacco whenever aj 
tobacco advertisement was] 
broadcast.

Health Minister Ralph Loff-I 
mark, commenting on the often-f 
mentioned possibility of consti-J 
tutional illegality of provincial | 
bans on cigarette ads, said he | 
also supported the bill. Ah 
federal-provincial conference of | 
health ministers, he said, had 0 
endorsed a war bn tobacco ads. \
THF ARGUMENT

One way of another, he said,
- the constitutional conundrum | 
would be resolved. The argu-| 
ment is that radio and telvision | 
broadcasting cannot as yet bel 
controlled by either the federal | 
or the provincial jurisdictions.

Indian MLA Frank Calder ||L 
(N.DP — A 11 i n) added that 
tobacco was a North American» 
invention. “I'm very sorry youf 
don’t like our poison,” he said.fe 
“but I sure like your fire- jg

Sole disagreement for the bill SB 
came from David StUpich 
(NDP-Nanaimo) who said that !r* 
if the province curtailed 
tobacco advertising, the tobacco J 
interests woul

rorogucs

business across the border to Chabot inexplicably called fori 
U.S. radio and television stations, third reading at the next sitting!

The House might have waived j of the House “after today,” and! 
its rules and pushed the bill the bill vanished in the midst of| 

to finality, but Mr. ] laughter.

Finale Bitter, 
weet

By Element niapple

The 28th session of the B.C. 
■cgislature wound up its 

Jtusincss at 8:51 pan. Wcdni 
Say in a mixed atmosphere of] 
gicrimony and joviality.

Within the next hour. Liou-
nl-Gqvprnnr John Kichok 

had arrived, read thi 
[closing speech summing up 
She session's achievements, 
pnd departed.

Following a rare censure 
^notion of a New Democratic 
Party MLA in the afternoon 

[sitting, the House heard 
humorous debàte on the 
nainder of private members' 

Ibills in the evening, most of 
Jwhich died with the ses- 
lsion. (See stqries on Page 7.) 

* * *
Besides private bills am 

Emotions, the only business left 
■after the censure motion wai 
■the spending estimates of the 
■Public Utilities Commission. 
■The $490,8P6 vote passed with* 
lout a word of debate from the 
■opposition side, stunned into

[said it was “quite impossii 
to accept the motion becaus- 

>f the short time remaining ii 
[the session. Premier Bennetl 
said he would be willing ti 
continue the debate if attor- 

"answered 196 formal iney-general Leslie Peters» 
questions, sat a total of 72[found it necessary, but Mr. 
sittings over 49 sitting days. - Peterson said “we concur” 
and put through R.C.'s first^ with the speaker’s ruling, 
billion-dollar budget. j ★ ★ ★

Mr. Nicholson made thee _ .......
ironic slip n[ calling ihc Mr. Peterson said that tw 
budget "million" instead of non-civ,1-servant lasers hadj
"billion H i s speech.;,»*™ vad,dcd «° ',he C°mI™’n„ 
authored by the government, . wealth investigation ei K 
singled out. the $130.000.00()|
Revenue Surplus Appropria­
tion Act for “particular!

I (N D P —Burnaby Edmonds) 
I strode from the House to the 
I desk-thumping of the NDP 
|and Liberals.

* * *
The government passed 47

When the 10-minute cere­
mony finished, several hand-, 
uls of paper rained down 

^ rom the galleries amid gen- 
ral desk-thumping.
One of the 13 motions 

remaining on the order paper, 
put forward by Liberal leader 
Patrick McGeer, called for 
appointment of a special 
committee of the Legislature 
to investigate the whole of the 
Commonwealth Trust Com­
pany “fiasco.”

Dr. McGeer said it was 
'disgraceful” that prorogation 
day was the only chance given

bills voted down, left to| 
n the order paper 

[ruled out of order were bills!
appoint an ombudsman, f 

provide for full disclosure of! 
lection campaign funds,! 

create a reclamation commis-B 
[sion on strip mining, lower! 
the "age of majority” from 21! 
[years to 19 years and allow! 
private citizens to sue the)

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan, speaking to bis! 
motion to have complete! 
financial statements tabled in! 
the House of the B.C. Medicala 
Ian up to June 30, 1968, said! 

the plan was in “chaos” and! 
this was the reason the| 
information was not tabled.

* * , *
“It’s unbelievable that wel

carried out under the Securi­
ties Act.

David Barrett (NDP, __
juoquirram r said ine govern- 
ment could still call a com­
mittee to sit after the session 
ended, and if the government 
was “truly concerned' 
would name a committee. The 
government was trying to iave an operation carried orl

| silence after Gordon Dowd in g 1jm to raise “the most
important resolution 

'The business of this House |
L<»yJ

hide behind prorogation,"
Mr. Barrett said.

* ★ *
Alex Macdonald (NDP 

Vancouver East) said the 
government was “afraid be- I 
cause you don’t want the light chaos.” 
of day to shine on thi 
matter.”

Closing debate on his 
lotion, Dr. McGeer said that] 
hile recognition of “abuses” 
lad been made, the govern- 

•nt had rewarded Com- 
lonwealth Trust instead of] 
astigating it.

this way,” Mr. Strachan said.l 
The reason theÿ can’t givel 

the information is because off 
the chaos, and I’ve been told! 
by members in the dopart-J 
ment that the service is

\ said. 
Speaker


