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Thur a day, ffe Drnary

When Mr. Speaks 
had escorted the :

I nor’s party to tl 
turned, prayers 
Bishop of ColumU, 
then commenced. ’ 
tatlves of the 
their ancient rl 
own business w
King’s. This, as i__
pushed by the into 
minor bill, an ameuvmem wj tne r 
Tbwn Planning Act. brought down by 
Attorney-general Pooley, before tire | 
speech from the throne was conakl- ‘ 
ered. This tradition having been ob- i 
served, the House resolved to give I 
consideration to the throne speech on 
the next day and on suceedlng days
II preference to all other business. i 

The remaining work of the day was fl
brief. Ministers filed departmental n 
reports. The usual list of commit- \ 
tees was struck. Everyone but the 1 
King’s Printer was forbidden to print J 
a record of the proceedings. Then 
the House adjourned until Friday, « 
when all ceremony will be thrust | 
aside and debate will start on the j| 
'grave Issues of this session.

\Old Traditions Mark
I ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦♦ ♦ * ♦♦♦♦ « ♦ » <

Opening of Legislature
I Guns Roar Salute as 

His Honor Drives 
To House,

By BRUCE HUTCHISON

VICTORIA, Feb. 28. — Guns 
boomed across James Bay this 
/afternoon. Swords glinted,

■ spurs jangled, Scottish feather 
1 bonnets waved in the breeze, sleek 
I cavalry horses clumped up the 
I driveway to the Legislative Build- 
I ings. The Seventeenth Legislature 
I of British Columbia opened with , 
Ithe same brave show which has j 
| been maintained as Victoria’s dear- > 
[est tradition since it first became j. 

i capital.
All the quaint customs of British 

■parliaments were strictly fulfilled, 
■hiding for one day only the very grave 
■ problems of government which await 
■the Legislature's consideration on the 
■morrow. Viewing the ceremonies, the 
■ gold braid, the guard of honor, the 
■ speech from the throne, the crowded ! 
I gathering of notables, no stranger 
■ would have imagined that this Legle-1 
■ lature was meeting for the last time 
land facing a political future of com- 
Iplete uncertainty.
I GUNS ROAR SALUTE.
_ A few minutes before 3 o'clock, 
iLleutenant-Governor Pordham John- 
| eon left Government House and drove g 
■ down the hill to the 
■Buildings, surrounded by a
[police escort on :
I car reached '

Highlanders of 16th 
Scottish Form Guard I 

Of Honor. f||

T.-GOV. FORD HAM JOHN SON 1

r#H

l a salute of fifteen guns across the g 
| harbor. .Mm
_ In front of the impressive rot 
| entrance to the buildings His, Hoii 
| found a long guard of honor dra*
I up—kilted Highlanders of the 1*
I Scottish. In their feather bonnets end I 
I scarlet tunics, and blue Jackets frpm I 
I the Esqulmalt naval station. As the | 
“* ‘ iant-Governor alighted

In his Windsor uniform and | 
, the guard ]

Jr***
BRILLIANT ASSEMBLY.

Having Inspected the guard, His F 
Honor and his special guard of lead- | 
ing military and naval officers climbed D 
the long flight of atone stairs to the | 
dome room and from there marched I 
through the brass gates into the 1 
legislative chamber. It was crowded I 
to Its utmost capacity, both on. the I 
floor and in every gallery with men [ 

| and women notable In every depart
ment of provincial life and with the 
personal friends of members. Hun
dreds who had sought admission cards 
had been disappointed. The members 
themselves were crowded Into cramped 
quarters about the Speaker's dale.

At the bar of the House His Honu. 
was met by Mr. Speaker Davie in his 
three-cornered hatband flowing back 
robe and by Premier Tolmie. They 
followed him to the dais and stood 
respectfully below him as he sat down 
In the Speaker's carved oak chair. A. 
M. D. Falrbalrn, the> Lieutenant-Gov
ernor's secretary, handed him the 
speech fro mthe throne, printed on a, 
large pièce of white parchment, with 
a red ribbon and seal dangling from 
It. There was a• long hush While His 
Hotaor read the speech. Then, bow
ing right and left, he walked down 
the chamber, through the double line 
of his guard, and the last session of 
the seventeenth legislature was under 
way.

Throne Speech 
Tells of Plans 

To Aid Jobless

Cheap Land to Be Pro
vided and Increased 
Markets; Relief to 

Continue.

VICTORIA, Feb. 28.—The govern- i 
ment’s policy In meeting the 8 
problem of unemployment was 
dealt with In the speech from the g 

throne delivered by Lleutenant-Oov-1 
emor Johnson at the opening of the | 
British Columbia Legislature thiaf 
afternoon.

His honor drew attention to th£>| 
fact that prices and sales terms on| 
crown lands reverted for taxes had I 
been revised to make It easy tori 
them to be occupied by settlers. Un-1 
til such times as conditions improved 
the Dominion-wide regulations iorj 
unemployment relief would contint» 
as far as B. C.'s needs were

The province was endeavoring 1 
create more employment by expan 
lng the markets for its products.

The speech mentioned British Co-g 
lumbla's long-standing claim for bet-1 
ter terms had been placed before the! 
Dominion Government.

Forecast of legislation referred to § 
the Public Schools Act, Vital Btatis- f
tics Act, Mineral Act and Placer Min
ing Act. Absence of- reference to I 
other anticipated legislation does not, f 
however, mean that It may not be | 
brought down.

‘My government, while recognizing I 
the seriousness of the situation and I 
realizing the tremendous tasks that | 
face It. has refused to be stampeded,” 
said the keynote paragraph of the I 
speech.

The Lieutenant - Governor, after I 
opening hls speech with a welcome to 1 
the members of the Legislature, re- T 
ferred to the success of the Imperial I 
Economic Conference at Ottawa, and 1 
to the interprovincial conference held! 
In Ottawa last month. Reference was l 
made to the loss suffered by the Leg-1 
islature In the death of Michat * 
M&nson.

The province was congratulated on^_ 
8 the fact that while deep sea ship- * 

ments of lumber from the North Pa-;i 
clflc dropped still further In 1932, | 
those from British Columbia Increased 1 
by 10 per cent., and the trade within! 
the Empire increased by 69 per cent, I 
over the preceding year, due largely ! 
to the trade extension work of 
government. _

The intense renewal of Interest in g 
prospecting for gold was also »i “
' congratulation. **

The Lieutenant-Govempr 
Was encouraging to the prod 
note that agriculture in British Co- 1 
lumbia in 1932 took first place over g 
all other basic Industries in value of g 
[commodities produced. The pro- fl 
gramme for 1933 indicated that this N 
" idustry would still retain the lead 

H. D. Twigg, Victoria, wlU open 1 
speechmaking by moving the add- 
In reply to the speech. Capt. J. I 

I slmmons, Kaslo-Slocan, will m



luraday, February 25, day, Feoruary <!4,

A Fifth Session

THE Seventeenth Legislature of Brit
ish Columbia meets today in its fifth 
session. Only once before, in the history 

of the province, has a Legislature had a 
fifth session. Several had three sessions, 
one had two and most had four. The 
third Legislature, like the seventeenth, ' 
stretched out to five sessions, and its | 
closing days were stormy in the extreme. ;

The third Legislature was elected in ‘ 
May, 1878. The province had entered j 
Confederation seven years before on the 
understanding that a transcontinental | 
railway should be commenced within two | 
years. The railway had not been com- (. - 
menced, and the province was full of re
sentment. Hon. George A. Walkem was 
prime minister and one of his first | 
actions was to introduce a resolution || 
calling for secession unless the railway i 
was begun by May, 1879. The résolu- ; 
tion passed after a heated debate.

♦ ♦ ♦
The second great question of the day j 

was the Esquimalt graving dock. This ; 
work, estimated to cost $500,000, had 
been begun some years before, on 
promise of subsidies from the Imperial 
and Dominion governments that would 
meet the whole expense. The province 
was expected to lay out only a few 
thousands for cement By the time the 
fifth session of the Legislature came 
round in 1882 it was evident that the cost 
to the province would be a quarter of a 
million or more. This was a staggering 
burden for the young community to 
shoulder, and the report of a committee 
appointed to investigate charged the gov
ernment with mismanagement and lack 
of business ability and with spending 
money without legislative authority. The 
report was very nearly adopted, only the 
Speaker’s casting vote saving the gov
ernment.

The session dragged on for three 
weeks after the vote. There were twelve 
men on each side, with Mr. Speaker Wil
liams holding the balance, and the gov
ernment had to exercise the greatest 
caution and skill to avoid an adverse 
snap division. There is said to have been 
one convivial member on the government 
side at the time who could not be de
pended upon. There wasn’t any whip 
to keep him to time, but it was known 
that his presence might be vital. In the 
emergency, the provincial police were in
structed never to lose sight of this 
highly-important member and to produce 
him on demand.

♦ • ♦ ♦
By such means the government man

aged to hang on until prorogation and to 
defeat the opposition’s plan for redistri
bution. After prorogation, Mr. Walkem 
was made a judge of the Supreme Court 
and Mr. Robert Beaven succeeded him. ; 
When the election took place, Mr. Beaven 
was left with only seven supporters in a 
House of twenty-five. But he held on 
to office for six months and daringly 
faced the House when it met in January, | 
1888. Of course he was overwhelmed.

Premier Tolmie’s project of union 
government is jam yesterday, jam : )bok | 
morrow, but never jam today.

The government at Victoria has do- | 
I .fied the political lightnings by extending 
l the life of the Legislature into the fifth

With Blank Shells

651

W; do not know exactly what the 
people of British Columbia will 
make of the ceremonies at the formal j 

opening of the Legislature yesterday. 
Under all the circumstances of these drab 
and dismal times, should we welcome I 
and smile for a moment at that after- j 
noon’s playing at parliaments, or should 
we turn aside with impatient frown ? The 
fifth session of the Seventeenth Legis- j 
lature has begun with glitter and gold 

j lace, and a salute of guns, and horses 
j and men and guards of honor. And a | 

speech from the throne has been put into 
the mouth of His Honor, with as little i 
touch with the stem realities which face 
our representatives at Victoria as if it 
were the prologue to some merry mask 
and extravaganza. Well, it is just not 
possible to take it seriously, and we had ' 
better not try. We had better smile if j 

j we can; we had better say: “Oh, boys ; 
j will be boys!”

The justification that will be made, , 
of course, is that the government in its I 
ceremonial arrangements was only ob
serving a tradition and following the < 
example of more distinguished and im
portant parliaments. It was the same, | 
we suppose, with the speech from the : 
throne. There was a time when such 
pronouncements meant something; when 
they were intended to disclose the mind j 

| of the government upon important ques- ! 
tions of public policy; when they fore- | 
shadowed the intentions of the govern
ment about laws and the public accounts. 
Yesterday the speech from the throne 
followed the modern example of* saying 
nothing at all, and saying it in exasper- I 
ating terms of ponderous fatuity. But j 
at least there was one touch of lightness 
in that negligible document, and we 
imagine that His Honor must have had 
hard work of it to suppress a smile when 
he came to it. To say, as the speech 
•aid, under all the circumstances we have ; 
known during the life of this regime, 

j that the Tolmie government had “re- 
! fused to be stampeded,” was surely, and 
; all the more because it was probably un

intentional, a masterpiece of verbal 
irony.

Well, the guns and the blank shells I 
have been hauled back to the drill hall, | 
and the dress uniforms have been laid 
away in mothballs, and the Legislature' 
faces its real job. The Legislature faces 
the job of balancing the public accounts 

| of British Columbia. There is nothing 
much else that matters or needs to be | 

! done this session, and the more by token 
that everything else depends upon that | 

I necessity at last. No doubt it is an ad
mirable quality in men and governments 
that they should possess their souls and 
refuse to be stampeded. But when talk
ing about refusing to be stampeded is 
only a helpless way of saying that a 
government is not going to move at »)1, 
then we can be pretty sure that the say- 

ling can be taken.a* the last Will and | 
1 testament of that government The gov- 
I eminent at Victoria may continue its 
I refusal to be stampeded, but- the govera- 
Iment has either got to move decisively 
I this session or it will have the sad 
I memory of this session as its last

The êlVU IlhranSTwEoever he was, 
who wrote that speech from the throne 
for His Honor to deliver yesterday should | 
have a distinguished career open to him 
in musical comedy.



^Victoria Turns Out for 
► ♦ ♦♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
iig Show “Across the Bay

Seventeenth Legislature | 
Opens Bravely, As 

Always.
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

VICTORIA, Feb. 24—The Seven-1 
teenth Legislature of British 
Columbia opened its fifth and 

last session on Thursday precisely 
as it opened the preceding four— 1 
with the same old air of pleasant I 
unreality, like a fairy story of I 
dashing knights and fair ladies; [ 
with the same old hush of expects- I 
tion which half a hundred years of I 
disappointment can not dim; with I 

the same old feel- H 
LOG OF THE ing of good-fellow- ]
CAPITAL. ship and co-opera-1___

tion between both H 
parties as if there were no yester- H™ 
day and no tomorrow.

Yft there was a touch of mortality I 
*■> this last session which added 
d of melancholy and morbid In- I 

jt. Here we were looking down 1 
on i dazzling spectacle of scarlet uni- I 
fonfis and beautiful women and, hud- 

lnto one end of the chamber 
toinake way for the public, was the 

ienteenth Legislature, .which would I 
per huddle or open again. It was I 
fr last sight of the seventeenth f 
glsiature In Its opening splendor, 

id the seventeenth Legislature, with 
I far-away look In Its eye, seemed 1 

be thinking of the days that are J 
> more—the days when It came here J 

> full of Lope, Its face radiant with i 
appy Illusions. Faces were a little ! 
der at this last session, a little graver |
>r In nearly five years these men | 
;ave been through more than the j 

bubllc realizes, have endured much 1 
and learned much, and they come 5 
here now on the eve of election, grim j 

• and rather humble.
As usual, all Victoria turned out!

1 for the show. The electors scoff at s 
legislators, they are skeptical of poll- j 
tics and cynical concerning polltl- V 
clans of all sorts, but let any dis- I 
tlngulshed citizen be left out of the I 

I Invitation list for the opening, let j 
I any Victorian be , deprived of his I 
right to watch the Governor arrive 
In gold braid and cocked bat, and j 
you will see In what affection this 
ancient folk custom Is held here. I 
After the opening day nobody will I 
look at the Legislature except a few 
old codgers who have nothing else I 
to do, and some ancient ladles who 
will b lng their knitting. The rest 
of the population will stay home and 
complain about the rotten state of I 
politics. But on the first day, It Is I 
a kind of vast community party f 
which nobody would think of missing.

I THE OLD EMBLEMS.
As It waits for the Governor to 

arrive, the House wears Its party 
manners and Its party clothes. Every 
Conservative as usual, displays a 
bunch of primroses. Immemorial em
blem of Conservatism, In his button
hole, primroses from the Esquimau 
[garden of Attorney-General Pooley, 
who has nursed them through this 
hard winter, who has gone out ‘In 
his pyjamas and dressing-gown at 
midnight to cover them tenderly with 
flour sacks, to protect them from the 
cold snap of January so that In Feb
ruary no Conservative bosom may be 
mistaken for a base Liberal one.

Mr. Pattullo and his followers across 
the aisle, wearing those red roses 
which signify their recent progress 
towards the left of politics, look as 
it they expected the drain on Mr.

! Pooley's primrose beds to be much 
lighter In future years. What flower, 
they ask, will the Conservatives wear 
when they return here, purged of all 

[party sin, sweet and unsullied Union- 
fists? Probably, says young Captain 
I Macintosh, they will come next year 
I with white lilies of purity. The lilies, 
Isays the unregenerate young Liberal,
| Mr. Kergln, will repose on his honor- 
| able friends’ prostrate breasts.
I Besides the individual nosegays, a 
I large bowl of white roses stands on 
I Mr. Pooley’s desk and a similar bowl 
I of red roses on Mr. Pattullo’a. ArJ 
9 the funny part of It Is that no oi

I M*- PATTULLO IS EXPECTANT.
I, Mr. Pattullo Is particularly Jolly, a 
I little greyer than when he first went 
I Into opposition, but much happier, 
■ with the air of a man who expects 
1 soon to leave It. Nor would you sus- 
| pect, as you look at the sleek row of 
I cabinet ministers in those neat cut- 
I away coats and grey ties which the 
| Premier ordered at the first session, 
I that few of these gentlemen will be 
I cabinet ministers eight weeks hence. 
I that all of them will hand In their 
| resignations as soon as the House pro- 
! rogues, and most oi them, if they 
9 come back at all, will be In the back

Would Force 
Tenders For All

Highway Work!
VICTORIA. Feb. 34—Convinced that j

Figures for Period Ending j 
One Year Ago Revealed 

By Jones.

SMALLER LOSS
IN LAST YEAR

policy of calling for tenders for I 
public works and of opening these V 
ilcly Is a right one and should be 1 

11 owed without exception, Hon. R. I 
Bruhn is asking the Provincial 1 

«eminent to Introduce legislation 1 
1st this session by way of amendment M 

■to the Highway Act, which would B 
■make this course obligatory on any | 

government that was In office. j
Since he has been at the head of l 

provincial department of public g 
Mr. Bruhn has rigidly followed £

t against -1 , .
I the department's own officials for the B 
I specific works In hand. The tenders 6 
I In all cases have been awarded to the J 
I lowest bidder able to carry out the | 
I contract.

| Day Limit for Landing 
Salmon to Be Protested 

In B. C. Legislature
VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—Protest against 

I the Federal Government’s new fishery 
I policy, compelling all salmon on this 
I coast to be landed within twenty-four 
I hours of being caught, will be filed 
1 in the Legislature by Jack Loutet, 
| Conservative of North Vancouver. He 
J will ask the House to open the whole 
I question and demand that the Fed- 
1 eral Government modify these regu- 
| latlons which, he contends, will serl- 
| ously damage the fishing Industry, 
| since fish can not always be. landed 
| In the required time.
| Mr. Loutet has filed notice of a 
| resolution to this effect, the first pro- 
I posai to be advanced by a private 
I member, and It will be discussed early 

next week. As the fishing industry 
I appears strongly against the new 
I policy, Mr. Loutet Is confident that 

the House will support him in ap- 
I proving representations to Ottawa.

Relief for Year Prior to 
Last March Totalled 

$1,830,502.
VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—British Co

lumbia’s current deficit for the last 
fiscal year, ending March 81, 1982, Is 
placed at approximately $6,000,000 by 
Hon. J. W. Jones, minister of finance, 
In public accounts filed with the 
Legislature today.

While the balance sheet charges the 
province with a total deficit of $7,- 
051,660, this Includes nearly $2,000,000 
for unemployment costs, which all 
provinces are now charging to capital, 
but which, In the last fiscal year, 
were charged to current revenue. As 
against a drop In revenue during the 
year of $6,926.039, Mr. Jones effected 
departmental economies of $1,342,000. 
DEFICIT SMALLER 
FOR LAST YEAR.

This Is the story of the last fiscal 
year. In the current fiscal year, 
which will end on March 81 next, the 
province’s current position has vastly 
Improved. When the comptroller- 
general’s report for the first nine 
months of this year 1» filed. It will 
show only a small deficit on current 

a account, following sweeping econo- 
3 rales In all departments.
0 The usual summary of the public 
6 accounts issued today said:

“Public accounts filed In the Legls- 
ature today by Honorable J. W. Jones, 

f minister of finance, for the fiscal year 
'E ending March 81, 1982, show an or- 

-J dlnary deficit of approximately $5,- 
p 000.000. For the fiscal year, ordinary 
1 current expenditures total $25,873,326, 

and ordinary current revenue $21,- 
p?Î 982,682, a deficit on current account 

3 of $3,390,742. Capital account ex- 
l pendltures, which include such mat- 
I ters as sinking funds, redemption of 

-J. debentures. Interest on P.G.E. bonds, 
jralj and payment on British Columbia 
fgjfej House mortgage, and special warrants 

for unemployment relief, brought the 
total expenditure for the year up to 
$29.214,217, all of which Is charged 

i) In Mr. Jones’ accounts to current rev
enue. Current and capital revenue 

I totals $22,162.667. .. -
RELIEF FOR YEAR 
COST $1,830,502.

In the total expenditures Included 
is a sum of $1,880,602 for unemploy
ment relief purposes. Had It been 
possible, under existing legislation,

■ during the last fiscal year, to do so,
■ this amount would have been ca.pl-
■ tallzed, as is being done this year 
I by every province, for unemployment 
I purposes. If such an arrangement 
1 had been brought into effect before
■ April 1 last, the government’s total 
I deficit would have been $6,221.078.

“The accounts show that the gov- 
I emment's revenue during the fiscal
■ year fell below estimates by $6,926,-.
■ 089, but at the same time Mr. Jones 
lwas able to effect drastic savings in 
I almost all departments of the govem- 
Iment to a total of $1,842,000. after 
I providing for additional ependitures
I under supplementary estimates, mak- 
h ing a total saving below estimates of 
i $1,068,694. Even charging unemploy-
II ment costs to current revenue. Mr. 
j! Jones’ total deficit la shown at 
!] $7,051,560.”

ut There’s a Touch of I 
Maturity, Melancholy 

About It
benches. All that Is eight weeks off, I 
and this Is today, the opening day I 
the day of our little glory. B

And so the guns boom and the ! 
windows rattle and martial music k 
wells up from the lawns, where the | 
uninvited citizens watch the show! 
from afar. In the distant dome room E 
you can hear the clank of swords on I 
tiled floors, the Jangle of spurs, the j 
swish of men moving in stiff uni- 1 
forms, which have been laid away in I 
mothballs since the last time the B 
House opened. Slowly and with meas- 
ured tread they march up the centre t 
aisle, very gorgeous, very stern, as It I 
something profound and awful were | 
afoot, as it King Charles were coming I 
to arrest the Five Members.

Alas, It Is nothing so exciting. It | 
Is only the speech from the throne. E 
but the crowd of visitors, the dis- f 
tlngulshed citizens, the wives who 6 
have come to display their new spring f! 
dresses, the flapper daughters in I 
dinky, little hate, they listen in bP 
deathly silence as If the speech might K 
announce the end of the world, or | 
the sale of the P G. B.. which would I 
be equally surprising. The speech t 
has no such Intelligence to convoy, I 
nor any other. As usual with our [ 
speeches from the throne since ear
liest times, it conveys nothing what
ever. As usual, and perhaps more Î 
than usual. It Is a mighty masterpiece I 
of omission, over which statesmen 1 
have labored all night to eliminate I 
the last vestige of Information, and I 
perceived with Joy by the light of j 
morning that their efforts have been f 
a glorious success.
THE COUNTRY IS SAFE.

There Is no reference to the sale 
of the P. G. X., to redistribution, 
a reduction of the cabinet, to 
union government. All the facts of 
life the government has hidden from 
the tender ears of the public with a 
fine delicacy. But how gratifying to 
learn In this year of depression, in 
the midst of this financial crisis, 
when civilization trembles on the 
brink and there Is an election Just 
around the corner—how gratifying to 
learn from the speech that our future 
Is secure, our country safe because 
we have vast deposits of allui 
gravels. And how charming to hi 
that In this year of stress that the 
government “has refused to be stam
peded." Never before, one supposes, 
has that honest western word 
tered a speech from the throne in 
British Parliament anywhere, and 
Is easy to guess who put It there, for 
It smacks of Saanich and the old 
Tolmle farm, and those days, now 
gone, in the happier pre-Kamlooplan

Well, the government listens to the 
speech with the quiet satisfaction of 
parenthood, knowing that It 
achieved the ultimate in throne 
speeches by taking as many words as 
possible to say nothing, by creating 
a speech which, like the upper 
stretches of the old Tolmle farm, Is 
barren and a little windy. As for Mr. 
Pattullo, realizing that It says noth
ing, he looks like a man who disbe
lieved everything It says, and he can 
reflect that his government, while it 
said no more, usually said It with 
greater economy.

It Is over at last, the Governor 
leaves, the guard clanks out, our little 
moment of glory is over. The House 
prays that peace and happiness, truth 
and Justice, religion and piety, may 
be established for all generations. 
The Speaker announces that he has 
obtained a copy of the throne speech 
"to prevent mistakes," a harrowing 
possibility. The Premier and Mr. 
Pattullo Joined In tribute 
memory of brave old Mike 
who came to this Assembly In Its 
eârly days, but will come no more. 
And so It Is all over, the captains and 
the kings depart, the Janitors start 
to sweep the floors, the Seventeenth i 
Legislature Is open again.
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ALKEM WILLCountry and CityThe Playboys at Play

THE urban dweller often wonder# 
why hi# vote, at election time, has 
so much less value than the vote of the 

man in the rural constituency. In the 
last federal election, for instance, nearly 
32,000 people went to the polls in 
Burrard and elected one man. The same 
day, about 33,000 people in Comox- 
Albemi, Kootenay East and Cariboo 
elected three members. In representa
tion bills in Canada, whether Dominion 
or provincial, the country constituency 
is always favored. It is assumed that 
a city member can represent thirty 
thousand people as easily as a country 
member can represent ten or fifteen 
thousand. He can meet his constituents 
so much more easily than his country 
colleague can, and the city dwellers, 
living close to one another and being 
organized in various ways, in municipal, 
commercial and trade associations, can 
more easily make their wishes known 
than the more scattered country dwellers.

The Goderich Signal, which has been 
delving into representation questions, 
suggests anothe$ reason. It beUeyes the

LEAVE TOLMIETHE British Columbia Legislature 
got off to a characteristic start on 
Friday. It began playing politics from 

the word “Go.” Both sides played with 
all the old-time zest and quite in accord
ance with past performances. Neither,

INDEPENDENT
VICTORIA. Feb.

with the government complete. G. A. ! 
I Walkem, elected as a Conservative In 
Vancouver, will cross the floor of the 
House next week, It was understood at 
the Legislative Buildings today. Mr.

I Walkem will be given a seat on the 
opposition aide of the House, prob
ably In the back row.

| On Friday the government majority 
; formally read Mr. Walk cm out of the 
party by voting to exclude him from 
[the public accounts committee, but 
I Mr. Walkem already had announced 
;nls Intention of withdrawing.
; Apparently Mr. Walkem will be en
tirely Independent of any group In 
[the House. He has applied for a seat 
> adjoining the opposition, but no par
ticular desk has yet been selected for 
him.

A tilt occurred in the House 
! yesterday when members of the 
public accounts committee were 
named. Mr. Pattullo moved an 
amendment calling for the addition 
of George A. Walkem, Conservative 

! member for Vancouver. Mr. Pooley 
: protested that the procedure was In
correct, but the Liberal leader was 
upheld by the Speaker. . J. W. Cor
nett, Conservative whip, remarked 
that Mr. Walkem had declined to alt 
on any committee last year; but Mr. 
Pattullo said that 'the Vancouver 
member suggested to him that he 
would be willing to act on this .com
mittee.

A recorded division followed, and 
the vote was on straight party lines, 
99 to 0 against the amendment.

$6,000,000. And Mr. Pattullo, fearing 
lest Mr. Jones extract on» single drop of 
political pap, did his best, by invoking 
rules of order, to prevent his getting it.

And on the very same opening day 
Mr. Pattullo had to waste, the time of- 
the House by forcing a vote on a purely 
political issue—whether Mr. Walkem 
should be a member of the committee on 
public accounts. It probably does not 
matter five cents to the province whether 
Mr. Walkem is a member of the com
mittee or not. If he is a member, he 
will do as good work as any. If he is 
not on it, someone will take his place. 
But it seemed desirable to the leader of 
the opposition that a test of political 
strength should be forced at the very 
outset—even on a trivial question. And, 
good politicians that they are, the mem
bers on the government side rose in their 
might and repelled Mr. Pattullo’s attack. 
And British Columbia, with her $7,000,- 
000 deficit on her shoulders, is paying 
{or that sort of nonsense. Seeing that 
this is a pre-election session, and that it 
has started out so auspiciously, she may 
expect to have to pay for it and to be a 
spectator of it for six or eight weeks.

As the late John Oliver used to say, 
sometimes of his ministers, the members 
of the Legislature are “incorrible.” The 
house is ablaze and they pay no atten
tion. As fighters of fire they are about 
as valuable as the gulls that screech over 
James Bay.

country voter is entitled to have a 
greater value given his vote because he 
uses the vote more than the city man. 
The London Advertiser, considering this 
argument, points out that while 89 per 
cent, of the North Bruce voters and 86 
per cent, of those in South Huron went 
to the polls in the 1980 flection, one of 
the Toronto ridings polled only 48 per 
cent, of its registered vote and another 
only 42 per cent.

**46-4F"^#t?resting to note that in 
British Columbia, as in Ontario, the 
country districts are well ahead of the 
cities in the percentage of possible votes 
polled. Following are the figures:

Votes Pet. 
polled 
10.889 79
8,963 84

13.388 86
9,919 85

14,150 79
30,598 73
33,970 74

9,733 83
81,878 70
23,344 60
13,661 76
81,738 67
14,740 66
13,480 76

LEGISLATURE KWESComox-Alberni .... 
Fraser Valley ..... 
Kootenay East .... 
Kootenay West ....
Nanaimo ................
New Westminster .
Skeena ....................
Vancouver, Burrard 
Vancouver Centre . 
Vancouver North . 
Vancouver South ..
Victoria ........ .
Yale ........................

NEW COMMITTEES
VICTORIA, Feb. 25.—Select stand

ing committees of the Legislature 
were selected yesterday as follows, 
the flrst-nam^d member being chair
man: •

Agriculture—Lister, Berry, Carson, 
Mlchell, Heggle, Dick, R. Mackenzie, 
Fitzsimmons, Uphill, Wrlnch, Mac- 
Pherson and Glllls.

Fisheries—Kirk, Macnaughton, Mae-! 
In tosh, Cai---------------- ------------- 1

Forestry 
Spencer, I 
and King.

Haggle,

[Sale of P.G.E. Subject
Of Query In House

! VICTORIA, Feb. 36.—L. A. Hanna, 
| Liberal member for Alb era i, placed a 
question on the order paper,for Tues
day next, asking the minister of rail
ways:

"Have any offers for purchase, op
tion to purchase or any other pro
posals been received by the govern
ment In respect of the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway since August 30. 
1928? If yes, by whom were such 
offers made, and what were the terms 
and conditions suggested In each

Eight Bills Will Be
Introduced By Pooley

I VICTORIA, FW>. 35.—Intimation ot 
eight bill, that will come before the 
Leg lei.turc wu given yesterday. All

! will be Introduced by Attorney-Gen
eral Pooley. They will Include bill» 
to amend the following acte: Testa - 
tor’s Family Maintenance. Children of 

I Unmarried Parents, Cemetery Com- 
! panlee, Bills of Sale, Conditional 
Sales, Fire Marahal, Parents' Main
tenance, and Lunacy.

Burnaby Park Bill
Introduced In House

VICTORIA. Feb. 35.—A bill to 
[amend the Central Park Act, provid
ing for an amendment to the lease 
hud by the District of Burnaby so 
that a further seventy-seven acres of 

[ adjoining land may be included In 
[ the park area, was introduced by At- 
i tomey-general Pooley In the House
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Twigg and Fitzsimmons
♦ '♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Open Debate in Legislature
House Starts on High 

Plane—and Rather 
Empty,

LOG OF THE HOUSE.
By BRUCE HUTCHISON 

X 7ICT0RIA, Feb. 25.—The de- 
V bate on the speech from the 

throne, wherein there is noth
ing whatever for debate or for any 
useful purpose either, started in 

the House Friday 
i on a plane too 
: high and too 
: moral to be any- 
thing but lnsuf- 

i ferably dull. The 
House, on its 

i- first working day,
; with the gold 
l braid and unl- t forms and dls- 
i tlngulshed visl- 
i tore all removed,
I had evidently re- 
I solved to con- 
\ tlnue that same 
i atmosphere for 
{ pious unreality 
| which marked 
] Its opening. Alas,
Ü It couldn’t sus- 
I tain such an at- 
l moephere even 
I for two days.
1 The flesh was 
1 weak. Long be- 

fore dinner time 
1 the calm surface 
I of non-partlsan- 
I ship had been 
B badly punctured, 

showing clearly 
; the eternal fires of politics that rage 
I beneath.

Perhaps It was as well. We couldn’t 
[stand many days such as Friday 
started out to be—Friday which Is' 
the political day of days, the day Ini 
the week when parties always try to[ 
do their worst, to explode their 
bombs, to Impress the unsuspecting 
public during the leisure of 
week-end. Friday started out, in
deed, like a funeral procession on a 
rainy afternoon. As for the debate j 
on the speech from the throne, which 
we were suppoeed to be launching, 
we merely went through the motions, 
listlessly and without any hope of ar
riving anywhere, except at the grate- 

| side.
Mr. Twigg of Victoria launched the 

[debate with a very faint ripple.
| moved . the Immemorial motion 

Lieutenant-Governor' 
[for his speech from the throne, 
which contained nothing ft be thank
ful for and, for that mattes, nothing 
to- be annoyed about either—nothing 
at all. As mover of this mptlpn Mr. 
Twigg was supposed t<* speak the 
government’s opinion, or rather to 
set the tone, to create the atmosphere 

[and Indicate the government’s gen- 
[ eral state of mind.
A STATE OF MIND.

Evidently the government’s state of I 
mind, if Mr. Twigg gauged It, is I 
[rather flat and, if not without hope,[ 
at least without any high expecta- | 
tions. Perhaps It Is hard on the gov-1 

; ernment to blame It entirely for Mr. I 
Twlgg’s state of mind; and, on the I 

1 other hand. It Is no doubt an Injus-1 
[ tlce to Mr. Twigg to Imagine that his I 
real state of mind Is as negative as I 
that which, being a loyal supporter, | 
he seemed bound to assume.

This was too bad, for Mr. Twigg, | 
|beyond all question. Is one of the! 
ablest members of the Legislature, a I 
skilled parliamentarian, aa able de- I 
bater, a sound legislator and an ao-1 
oompllahed speaker with an Old | 
World suavity and grace, 
we always expect something good and I 

I usually get it.
But as government Interpreter h* I 

had little scope, or used little, for J 
these recognized tslents. He took a I 
lofty stand, refusing even to mention 
the words "politics’’ or "party.” in 

I token of the government’s répudia-. 1 
tlon of both, scheduled for the spring.

I Yet in refusing to mention sue 
things, he came dangerously net 

I mentioning nothing whatr 
I nothing that anyone oould i
Hr- " ■

Old Instincts Strong — 
Politics Not Entirely 

Shunned.

Probably that Is a little unjust, 
though, since he pleaded strongly for 
a new conception of British Colum
bia’s future economically. He pic
tured British Columbia as a complete 
unit In lteelf, an area cut off from 
Canada bjr mountains, from the 
United States by tariffs, looking out 
on the sea which brought Its people 
here and which must be the medium 
of their future.

Let British Columbia, said Mr. 
Twigg, look out over the Pacific and 
find among the teeming multitudes of 
the Pacific bowl the markets for Its 
great resources. Let It have courage 
to strive for its own future in Its own 
way, forgetting quack remedies and 
legislative panaceas. Instead of 
criticizing governments, let business 
men grasp these opportunities them
selves and then, perhaps, these hard 
times would be a blessing In disguise, 
teaching us that we can’t get rich 
quick, that a great future can only 
be built on sound foundations.
ON OUR OWN FEET.

The Legislature In Mr. Twlgg’s view 
couldn’t do much about the present 
crisis. Only the people could solve 
It by their own endeavors. As for 
the government, It should concentrate 
on the development of foreign mar
kets rather than wasting Its money 
on such things as reclamation 
schemes,, Meanwhile nothing could 
be gained by petty squabbling. We 
must bear our load with fortitude, 
and perhaps a heavier one, but with 
strong resolve and our natural wealth. 
We would win through. As the speech 
from the throne was never mentioned, 
apparently It wasn’t going to be much 
help to us In winning. And es the

Svemment was barely mentioned 
her, no one could accuse Mr. Twigg 
of any party bias.
Capt. Fitzsimmons of Ksslo-Elocan 

seconded Mr. Twlgg’s motion In the 
same spirit This was not new for the 
captain, as It was for Mr. Twigg and 
other Conservatives, whose renuncia
tion of party politics Is somewhat 
recent, and as yet rather timid and 
expérimentât Capt. Fitzsimmons has 
urged the House for years to stop 
squabbling and the House has al
ways applauded heartily and squab
bled harder than ever. Again the 
captain renewed his plea and In his 
blunt, sallorman style told the House 
that the country was sick of its par
tisan debates, Its sham battles be
tween parties.

As a sallorman, he «aid he had
learned In his deepsea days (before he 
started to pilot stem-wheelers on the 
Arrow Lakes), that after a storm the 
captain’s first lob was to make an 
observation and see where he had 
drifted. Today, during this brief lull 
in the economic storm, the captain 
suggested that orators of the more 
frothy sort should pause and enquire 
how far the "stormy waters of useless 
argument" had driven them from the 
truth and the actual condition of the 
country. Having given the House his 
simple message, this simple and 
charming old pioneer from the in
terior observed hi» own advice and 
eat down. If a lot of other gentle
men followed bis example the session, 
while not spectacular, would soon be 
finished, and it would be very agree
able.
THE DRAGON 18 UNLOOSED,

Mr. Pattullo adjourned the debate 
to speak Monday and the govern
ment benches wondered whether he 
would follow the Conservatives’ ex
ample and avoid politics, or break the 
unearthly peace which has prevailed 
so far. But we didn’t have to wait 
for Monday to see the dragon of 
polities rear Its head. The csss of 
Mr. Walkem, which no one in the 

understood, unloosed the 
and revealed for a pasting 
the struggles that are going 
it here behind the scenes, 

a smiling fj

|cullar, perhaps unique. For behold, 
Mr. Pattullo Jumped up to demand 
that Mr. Walkem, a Conservative, be 
added to the public accounts com
mittee. Mr. Walkem, it seems, bad 
asked Mr. Pattullo to render him this 
favor, Mr. Walkem being absent. 
Such a thing as a Coneervatlwe ap
plying to the opposition leader In
stead of the Premier had never been 
heard of. It was rank heresy. It was 
repudiation of the party, It was un
forgivable. As such It was accepted 
by the government and the Conserva
tive members. Bluntly they refused 
to put Mr. Walkem on the commit
tee, and Mr. Hinchllffe whispered to 
Mr. Pattullo that already he was 
playing politics. The politics, Mr. 
Pattullo retorted, were being played 
by the Conservatives. Polities are be
ing played anyway, that was certain.

Mr. Pattullo forced a division on 
this extraordinary issue of Mr. 
Walkem, and the Conservative mem
bers voted solidly to exclude Mr. 
Walkem from the public accounts 
committee. If that wasn’t reading a 
member out of the party, what was 
It? Conservative members said it 
was, and they were glad, because the 
Independence of Mr. Walkem has long 
been a deep aggravation to the gov
ernment.

But there was more behind this 
amazing spectacle of Liberals all vot
ing to put a Conservative on a com
mittee and Conservatives all voting 
to keep him off. There was behind 
It the hardening fist of the Prime 
Minister. For three years now his 
friends have been trying to persuade 
him to deal ruthlessly with recalci
trants In his own party. Always he 
has refused, preferring the way of 
negotiation, the techrilqut of the 
open hand. To Mr. Walkem was 
applied the technique of the closed 
fist, with a grim look on the collec
tive face of the government as It 
stood behind Its chief. Liberals might 
say that this wasn’t non-partisan 
government, but Conservative mem
bers only hoped that the new 
technique hadn’t been started too 
late.

Tolmie Plans 
Firm Stand 

With Rebels

Will Have Loyalty Or 
Ask Doubters To 

Leave Caucus.

VICTORIA, Feb. 25.—While W. J. i 
Bowser, K.C., was preparing to f 
. come back Into politics with a « 
■party of his own. Premier Toimle was 

■getting ready to deal firmly with all 
■rebels In his camp. From now on, his 
1closest friends declared, the Premier 
■ will assert his leadership, insist on | 
■loyalty and cut himself off from 
■those In his counsels who are only 
■lukewarm towards his policy of union 

•vemment.
I Friday’s surprising incident when fl 
Jthe Conservative majority formally fl 
■voted to exclude G. A. Walkem from I 
gibe public accounts committee be-1 

fause of his hostility to the govern- I 
Sent, was only the first step In the ( 
ew programme, according to the jj 

t-Informed politicians. Any other D 
nbers who are not In accord with \ 

I the Premier will be made to realize ] 
■ that the government wants in its ! 
■ caucus only men who believe In its ! 
■policies and are willing to fight for i 
[them. J
| MUST MAKE CHOICE.

"The government’s feeling now Is lj 
I that all who are not with It are fl I against it," said a leading Conaerva- 
! tlve politician who knows the Pre- I 
I mter’s views intimately. "We have ti 
I an ample majority and are only I 
I weakened by attempting to keep In 
I line men who are not really sympa- 
I thetlc. From now on you will find 
I that members will have to make a || 
I clear-cut choice—either to support 
I the government or declare their ip- | 
■ dependence openly. This is the <
T honorable course open to them. But, I 
I as a matter of fact, we expect little I 
I detection. Perhaps two or three I 
I members will leave the caucus which I 
I will be no occasion for regret. Their 1 
I presence has been no strength to us, j 
| only weakness, and we would rather I 
1 have their open opposition than I 
I lukewarm support.’*
I The public rebuke to Mr. Walkem | 
I by a formal division at the House I 
I will be followed next week tar fur- I 
I tber plain speaking. After T. D. Pat-j

I tullo, Liberal leader, has spoken on | 
I the speech from the throne, Oon- lj 
j servatlve members are planning to j] 
I make their position dear.
1 POSITION OF MEMBERS.

The position of the average Oon- II 
I servatlve member seems to be this: I 
I For the present session be will stand fl 
a loyally behind the government In Its I] 
1 legislative programme, acting as a fl 
I Conservative. He will seek to get the fl 
1 business of the House completed as I 
I rapidly as possible and postpone alll 
party troubles until afterwards, pub-1 
He business finished, he will then in- E I slat on a complete understanding I 

fj with the Premier and his ministers fl 
gas to their future plans, before he I 
jj goes home.

Three chief questions must be de-J
| elded: whether the Premier can really! 
| form a union government, whether 1 
I this matter should be submitted to a I 
■ party convention or not, and when I 
| the election Is to be held. The caucus-1 
I will not dissolve until It knows what $
I Is going to happen In these matters; fj 
il meanwhile It wants to get on with th»i 
fl legislative Job.
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PAHULLO DENIESfbest be restored by placing the gov
ernmental financée of the country on 
a sound basis, where outstanding ob
ligations are within the ability of the 
country to pay.
BASED ON ABILITY TO BAY.

"And whereas the provincial sums 
Invested In governmental securities 
of all kinds must be protected and 
can best be protected by Interest 
rates within the ability of the country 
to pay.

Lower Interest Rates
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦(,

Sought by Lillooet Member
PLAYING POLITICS

>e protected 
sted by lnt

I "And whereas this problem le na- 
B tlon-wlde and can only be solved 
H satisfactorily through Federal action 
Ion a national basis.
I “And whereas the Government of 

B British Columbia will not attempt B alone, under any olrcumstances, to 
■ modify Its contracturai obligations.
I "Therefore be it resolved that this 

1 House Is of opinion that the Govern- 
S ment of the Dominion of Canada 
§| should immediately devise a plan for 
ST the scaling down of interest rates on 
'■§ governmental borrowings, federal, 
V' provincial an. municipal, having re- 

gard to the present purchasing power 
i4 of the dollar and the ability at the 
if i country to pay. and that a copy of 
gsj this resolution be forwarded to the 
£ : Government of the Dominion of 
m Canada."

Legislature Will Be Asked 
To Endorse Appeal to 

Government.OWNERS DISCUSS
leader, launched a bitter attack on $ 
The Dally Province for Its alleged 
ridicule of public men and for 
policies which he said encouraged 
the more dangerous elements of the 
community.

He accused this newspaper of mak
ing statements about him based on 
Imaginary hypotheses and on delib
erate falsehood. The Province, he 
said, had built up a great prestige by 
publishing a good newspaper, but 
now was seeking to capitalise this 
reputation to 'bludgeon anyone in 
public life to Impress Its imperious
will on those who Ho not miharrih*

CHARTER CHANGES larson Declares High 9 
Rates Prevent Use of 

Capital In Business. Û
■ TICTOJtIA, Feb. 27.—Netra*-» H 
y wide writing down of interest '. J

Favor Some Civic Amend
ments—Oppose 

Others. rates in Canada on all govern
mental borrowings, federal, pro
vincial and municipal, is proposed 
in a movement launched here today 
by E. C. Carson, member of the 
Legislature for Lillooet.

Mr. Carson is filing in the House 
a comprehensive resolution, which 
asks the Federal Government to 
devise immediately a scheme of

I Directors of Associated Property Owners of 
I Vancouver have reviewed proposed amendments 
I to the city charter to be sought by city author- 
I lties at the present session of the Provincial 
| Legislature.
| Resolutions of approval and endorsement 
I were passed in respect of the following axnend- 
5 merits sought :
A To assess and tax crown-granted lands oc- 
I cupled and used otherwise than in an official

CS1Ço1 empower the board of assessment appeals

will on those who do not subscribe 
to what It says, and they are subject 
to satire and ridicule."

Many good men would not leave 
private life to serve the country, 
fearing abuse and ridicule such as 
The Province constantly used, he de
clared, so that the paper was defeat
ing Its own alms. By undermining 
public confidence In men opposed to 
Its views, The Province was supply
ing good arguments to those who 
"would subvert orderly government 
in British Columbia, and If those 
forces ever got control, the first 
people who would feel the effects, 
would be the newspapers—they 
would be out on the street."

This attack apparently was In
spired by an editorial In The Prov
ince which accused the House of* 
playing politics at lta meeting laslj 
Friday when It voted on the exclusion 
of G. A. Walk cm from the public ac
counts committee.

Moratorium On 
Principal and 

Interest Near
I to hear appeals from the court of revision 
I without requiring the grounds of appeal to be 
I submitted.
1 To create a new form of police commission.
1 comprising the mayor, a County Court Judge 
j and a police magistrate (who Is paid by the 
1 dty but whose appointment and emoluments

I are in the hands of the Provincial Govern -
On‘the other hand, the association's direc- 

■ ton found themselves unable to endorse other 
I proposed charter amendments as follows, and 
I passed resolutions opposing them:
I To extend, by enactment, the limitation of 
I a Judge's powers In deciding upon appeals 
I against assessments, whereby he is prevented I from deciding each case upon Its individual 
3 merits. (Under legislation now in force, this 
a limitation would be automatically removed on 
*3 January 1. 1934. The dty seeks an extension 
] of the limitation until January 1, 1936.)

,1 To allow former owners of tax sale proper
ties a longer time in which to redeem them. 

? The Associated Property Owners offer, as an 
alternative solution, the consolidation of tax 
arrears providing for payment over a term

The creation and operation of a munidpally- 
\ owned bus transportation service. Notwith- 
- standing the favorable plebiscite majority, the 
.< association goes on record. In view of the dty’e 

critical financial position, as considering such 
' a venture a dangerous financial experiment 
1 and In other respects open to strong objections.

The O. N. R. and the city's airport sue cited 
y as examples of the fate of publicly-owned and 
I operated transportation schemes.
I Legislation enabling the dty to own and 
I operate, aa well as to lease, refreshment stands 
| at beaches and parks. It Is pointed out that 
a this would put the dty In direct competition 
9 with owners and operators of refreshment 
3 stands at, say. English Bay, who have paid 

real estate and business taxes, or both, for 
1 many years past.
3 The Associated Property Owners' endorse- 
< meats or objections, as above, have been oon- 
9 veyed by O. A. Crompton Brown, secretair- 
rj manager, to the Provindal Legislature and the

interest reduction to relieve this 
country of an intolerable load of 
debt charges payable In appreciated 

dollars. He states
■ emphatically that 

no province can
■ undertake such a
■ programme alone, 

BSpll|PPl that action must
be on a national 

1 basis, sponsored 
by the Federal 
Government, and 

, . that the principal
sL:'.- stuns of Investors

must be abeo- 
■MK lutely protected.

Both B.C. Parties Unani
mous in Protection 

For Home Owners.

VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—Exten
sion of the present B. C. 
moratorium on mortgage 
principal and interest Is gener

ally expected at the Legislative 
Buildings. Members on both 
aides of the House are demand
ing that the moratorium legis
lation, In effect here during the 
Great War, be reintroduced. 
Under It the courts were able to 
allow property owners to aban
don Interest as well as principal 
payments. Each case was settled 
on Its mérite and owners were 
required to pay as much as they 
reasonably could according to 
their resources.

The existing moratorium, ap
plying only to principal, is 
regarded by most private mem
bers as inadequate and, accord
ing to information received by 
the government, mortgage hold
ers are foreclosing on many 
homes. The Conservative caucus 
will adopt a policy shortly and 
T. D. Pattullo, Liberal leaded 
already Is on record as favorable 
to a wide moratorium scheme.

Mr. Carson’s 
resolution which 
Is expected to re
ceive wide sup
port, not only 
here but In other 
provinces, prob
ably will come 
up for discussion 
in the House 
early next week, 
when the Lil
looet member will 
outline his views 
In detail, after 
cloee study of the 
whole Canadian 
debt situation. 
The government's 
attitude towards 

the resolution has not been revealed, 
but it was learned that Mr. Carson 
had moved In the matter Indepen
dently. His resolution is not ad
vanced In any sense as a government

MULL TOLE
DO ON ONION?

Premier Expected to Make 
His Position Clear 

j Today.
-Will PremierI VICTORIA, Feb. 38.

Tolmle, under terrific pressure from 1 
Conservative friends, abandon hi» 8 

I union-government scheme and de- | 
I tide to carry on with » reduced Con- £ 
servatlve cabinet?

! This was the question burning at u 
the Legislative. Buildings today as the r 
Premier prepared to apeak In the Leg- ^ 
Iislature this afternoon. • ' " “**

Chiropractors and 
Druglcss Healers to

Have Separate Bills 1
VICTORIA, rw>, 87.—The OM fight 

O'Mr chiropractic and dnigleaa healing 
In British Columbia has hero 
launched anew here, with the an- 1 
nommément that drugleea heal era 
will introduce Into the Legislature a 1

PROCEEDING SLOWLY ______ _____ _, That Jlto I
move to scrap the union plan Is i 
making headway was Indicated clearly I 
by the Colonist, the government’s or- 

Igan here, this morning. It said the ù 
[Premier might alter his plans since '■

covering all fenna of drugleea 
^. Including chiropractic, and DEAL FOR P.Gi SALE8 that will sponsor again

1 * operate blU coveting their practice W. J. Bowser, K.C., and a substantial
wing of the Conservative party have

to consolidate the ohiro- broken from the government and are
praetors and druglese heelers under forming a new coalition party of their 

town.
! The Premier himself was silent to
day, In advance of his speech. Some 

I of his colleagues said he would go 
I ahead with union as pledged, but on 
i the other hand, admitted that the 
difficulty of forming a non-party min
istry was very great. Who the Pre
mier can take into his cabinet no one 

I knows. Many private Conservative 
members believe that Invitations to 
Liberals, having been rejected, the

Most Members Do Not An
ticipate Legislation at 

Present Session.
VICTORIA. Feb. 27,—While mem- 

bers of the Legislature are formally 
asking the government how It Is 
progressing with negotiations to sell 
the Pacific Great Eastern Railway, 
the general understanding at the 
Legislative Buildings is that the deal 

1 with British Interests, represented 
here; Is proceeding very Slowly. There 
Is some hope of its success, but like 
all previous deals, it Is regarded as 
extremely diffieült of consummation. 
It is understood the government has 
set Its face firmly against any guar
antees of stock, or bond issues, by 
any purchasers. Negotiations are be- 

I In g pressed forward as rapidly -s pos
sible eo that the deal, If It succeeds, 
may be brought Into the House dur
ing the present session, but moat 

[members frankly do not expect It.

one bill have collapsed and apparentlytha —--------------- ----■-»- - - ____ .Ider two «operate 
Chiropractic As-manm The ». o.

informed number» of
thet It he» nerer (Iran

Anyone Authority to link
druflrae beelera under a Joint bffl. it

dwSwto1]
itton of lu

which would yorara aU ehbo-

b order»' blU would
pnetloe of eU

of drugleea bean



Tuesday»

By BRUCE HUTCHISON

VICTORIA, Feb. 28-The House 
listened to Mr. PattnUo Mon
day. It listened with a new 

interest and a keener expectation ! 
which even the elaborate disre
gard, the labored carelessness and 
the organised smirks of the gov
ernment benches could not quite 
hide. One eye on the election and 
toe other on Mr. Bowser's new 
party, the House majority listened 
e little wistfully 
to Mr PattuUo.

but probably
Mr. Pattullo
ably Mr. PattuUo hardly expected It.—7*___ A ^ mnHnn waa

usual gesture, to put the Conserv
ative majority on record ea support- I 
lug the government—which Mr. Pat
tuUo evidently thought sufficient to 
seel lie doom.

Apert from Mr. Pattullo’s Ideas, the 
whole House, most of which Is un
friendly, had to admit that his man
ner of delivering them. o« marshalling 
them, of maxing them listen with 
sudden flashes of repartee and wit. te
improving all tT -— -------
tag, . hesitant
speaker, MT. P------ - — -------. -.
Into a seasoned debater who could 
held his own In any Parliament and 
who derives e Joy out of his own 
sneaking which he can not conceal. 
Noons enjoyed Mr. Pattullo's excel
lent speech more than Mr. PattuUo. 
Ha isolated. Indeed, a pink and boy- 
Mi delight as he put the government 
hi Its place which was a pleasure to 
behold, end a complete confidence to 
Ms party's ability which cheered us 
oB immensely.
MR. WAUUM IS WELCOMED.

Mr. PattuUo had hardly eon-

“From now on,” a Victoria despatch 
says, Premier Tolmie is to assert his 
leadership. Unhappily, “from now on”’ 
may not be very long.

When a deficit is not a deficit, ac
cording to Hon. Finance Minister Jones: 
When the money you spent that you 
hadn’t got went for unemployment.

self-conscious

The difference between what the 
Tolmie government has done and what 
Mr. PattuUo promises to do if we give 
him a chance is the usual difference be
tween nothing and next to nothing.

M. Twlgg1* “funereal dirge’
Carson’» War On •simplicity and

Interest Endorsed :
VICTORIA, Pah. 38.—Municipalities . 

of British Columbia are preparing to *- 
get behind the proposal of E, 0. Car- 
■on, MM. of LUlooet, that the Fed- 
eral Government devise a nation- \ 
wide scheme to reduce interest rates y ' 
on governmental borrowings. Van- $? ' 
couver City CotincU at the Union of F 
R. .0. Munlclpelltlee In convention E 
here this week, win urge that body to g\‘

before loud applause from
the liberal benches signalised the
arrival of M. Walkem for the first

But there wss no applause
from the government benches—only
Bat self-oonsdous look of parente try-
tag to pretend 
Bttle Johnnie

that they haven’t seen
•hooting pern at their

M. PattuUo did not pause,
and M. Walkem sat down

She Con-
SareweU. not among theendorse Interest reduction plan. members who would be glad to

PattuUo
a lusty epigram

had beenphrase
prepared, one

M. PattuUo’* own bunting store-
"Unrepentantbourn of vocabulary.

tie government—gov-
waltowlng to toeMr. Patoullda Indictment of toe trough of

poller ofthe largest andIt had set
to the history

.w-3C ’̂-x
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For Everybody, 
Pattullo Plan!

|Urges Provincial Eco. j 
nomic Council to ’ j

Co-ordinate 
Industry.

VICTORIA, Feb. 28.—After de- 
mending an immediate elec
tion, scoffing at the union 

! government programme, and lodg- 
j mg a detailed indictment , of twenty, 
j charges against the present gov- 

i emment, T. D. Pattullo, Liberal 
n party leader, laid down in the 
A Legislature Monday some of the 
1 policies which he would inaugurate 
I & he were returned to power.

Chief among 
I them were:
1 A provincial 
I economic council 
I to co-ordinate 
I industry and to 
I adjust produc
tion to coneump-

I A comprehen- 
I slve scheme of 
I public works at 
■ ‘reasonable 
I wages" to replace 
Idoles, relieveun- 
I employment and

Ie restore the pur
chasing power of 
the people, the 
oost to be fi
nanced on the 
"national credit.**

A widespread 
policy of land 
settlement for 

unemployed one 
"subsistence 
I D. VATTtJLLO. basis."
After listening for an hour and a 
to Mr. Pattullo'» carefully-pre- 

jd arraignment of the government 
I and his ridicule of the attempt to form 
la union ministry, the House rejected 
I his want-of-confidence motion on a 
■straight party vote of 88 to 11. Even 
3(3. A. Walkem. who has withdrawn 
■from the government caucus, and 
1 William Dick, a strong critic of the 
■ministry, voted against Mr. Pattullo’s 
■amendment to the address in reply to 
■the speech from the throne. Thomas 
■uphill, Labor member for Femle, 
■voted with the opposition. In the 
■ amendment the House waa asked to 
■inform the Lieutenant-Governor that 
lit did not believe the present govWn-
I ment had administered the affair* of I 
1 the province wisely and did not enjoy I 
I public approval. 1
1 At the outset of hie forecast of 1 
I Liberal policy, Mr. Pattullo rejected I 
I emphatically the common belief that I 
I drastic economy alone would solve | 
I the economic problem. Who, he de- jj 
rmanded, was going to care for men jj 
B thrown out of work by such policies? H 
9 "We are moving in the worst kind of |j 

a vicious circle end will not get any- jj 
■ where by these means.” he said.
■provide work
1 FOB EVERYBODY.

"I am opposed to toe ]
■ method. I believe we ■ 
a on public works throughout 1 
I and I would put everybody who can 
1 work to work, and pay them reaaon- I able wages. By so doing we would 
j immediately Increase purchasing 
| power generally. You nave got to |] 
I put purchasing power beck Into 
I hands ot the greet mass of
I P*TO« BOO. w.‘ O. StaoU, Mud MT. I 
] Pattullo what be ooneldered -raaoon- j 

labia wag*" tor unem|*iad. Mr.
! pattullo ratortad that thla waa a da-1

-Whan would Jou get ttu l
‘ "ISwoul4*^—' the national credit,- 
I Mr. Pattullo replied.

•You cant i 
I B. w. Bruhn l

-Wbon we get lnlo oHlo. wall .how 
I you how." Mr. Pattullo insisted. "We’ll 
Ideal with that question. The Na- 
itlonal Government loaned $1.600,000 
I to the C. P. R. without interest to 
| keep men at work. Why can’t they 
I loan It to the provinces without ln- 
Iterest? If that wont work, we may
■ try something else—who knows? We 
I are going to meet this situation. You
■ can’t continue as at present. I say
■ that there are many people In this 
I country who think their position 
I secure, but it Is not. If a man has 
la hundred-collar bond he will usually 
I tolerate Injustices of moneyed ln- 
I terests. He will tolerate a man hav- 
llng a million dollars, without properly 
I contributing. In order to save his 
| hundred dollars.
| “I offer this advice to those who 
I think they are secure—that they do 
1 something to see that means are 
I found to assure the great mesa of the 
1 people of subsistence, of the oppor
tunity to keep themselves and their 
1 families In reasonable comfort. If
■ they don’t do that, they will never
■ be In a position of security."
I Mr. Pattullo. regretting that the 
I government had not moved earlier,
I offered to support any reasonable 

government land settlement policy 
for unemployed. He also favored the 

I block-aid plan used with success In 
I United States cities, and said the 
I government should sponsor It here.
I B. C. SHOULD START 
1 ECONOMIC COUNCIL.

A national economic council, to be 
| composed of scientists, economists.

politicians and representatives of 
I labor waa urged by Mr. Pattullo. but 
I he insisted that British Columbia 
I should set up Its own economic ooun- 
| ell immediately. This council would J collect invaluable economic lnforma- 
I tlon. on which to base tta policy.
| would co-ordinate Industry, cut down 

seasonal unemployment by regulation 
of work, and oo-relate production to 

I consumption and distribution.J He pledged himself to appoint such 
la council even if the Dominion did 
1 not appoint the larger body, for 
I within Its Jurisdiction British Colum-
■ bla must do its best. No single 
I remedy would serve, and many dlf- 
I ferent remedies were required.
I Contrary to the picturesque speech 
I from the throne, be said, Premier 
1 Tolmie had been "stampeded," and 
I into a union government programme.
I He demanded that the Premier say 
1 what mysterious remedies and meae- 
I urea could be adopted by a union gov- 
I emment which could not be insugur- 
lated by the present government with 
I a three-to-one majority. If they were 
I good measures, the opposition would
■ support them.
1 As against the record of this mln- 
I lstry be presented In some detail the
■ record of the Liberal government;
I outlined lte difficulties and said It
■ had left the country's affairs In a
■ sound condition. When the govern- 
1 ment benches laughed, be fleshed 
I back with: "Well, If toe affairs were
■ not sound why dkl toe present gov- 
| emment. Immediately on taking of-
■ flee, add millions to the public ex-
I pendltures?” .
j "Imagine suggesting union govern- 
j ment," he added sarcastically, "at a
■ time when every possible effort le
■ being made to disrupt the forces of 
I Liberal thought, when everything Is
■ being done to undermine me by un- 
1 dergrouncl methods! But the Liberal

arty gave me » tree hand, a mandate 
> uee my own Judgment as I eee fit. I 

| say we are a coherent end cohesive
■ force, baaed on sound principle# and. 

ilea and are reedy to step to to- 
!ww end give tolo province ev-

I derly end progressive government."

■ less commissions.
4. It had sold bonds secretly, with-

lout public tender, creating leek of 
1 confidence.

8. It had adopted e policy of 
“wanton extravagance" though warned 
that It was leading the province into 
e financial morass.

6. It had sold short-term bond Is
sues In the United States against hie i 
advice and these, maturing now, were j 
costing millions in exchange.

7. It had submitted "fraudulent j 
estimates” to the House, with result-

[i lng deficits, which had placed B. O.
: bonds among the lowest In Canada.
| 8. It had Increased taxation con

tinually to pay for Its wanton extrav- 
agence, and had reduced municipal j

0. It had refused to recognise the 1 
existence of unemployment at Its 
first session.

10. Having recognized the problem.
It had dealt with It wastefully. 
BREAKING MORALE 
BY USE OF DOLE.

11. The relief policy wee calculated
$ to break the people’s morale by doles ' 
land by herding men In campa to be 
I fed like cattle.

12. It had engaged to "rampant
| partisanship.”

13. It had undermined the morale 
|of the civil service by unwarranted
1 dismissals and baseless charges.
2 14. It bad appointed an extrava- 
[ gant three-man liquor board and 
ijbeen obliged to reduce It to one man.
K 16. It had superannuated F. A.
I Pauline as agent-general In London 
| on a large pension to make way for 
liF. P. Burden, a minister whose In- 
] competence was on a par with the 

S government’s.
h 16. It had disrupted the educe- 
B tional system, without providing 
I means of carrying on school services.
■ 17. It had pursued a policy of 
I secrecy and withheld information.

18. It had gerrymandered two Lib- 
I eral state out of estetonof and, bev- 
{tog loot dplumbla, abolished M by

-------- ----- *—ale unrepresented
m.

1». It hid placed toe dlepoeal of 
to the bends of per

ns and injured too 
| University In the sale of endowment 8 

‘ends. r
20. It hid. opposed humanitarian jj 

■'legislation while favoring special ln-j 
fi terests and exclusive franchises. The 
■Liberal party took full responsibility |

* all Its àoclal services.

of the
House

Tho Hougg Utteut H Mr. 
PattuUo, Wits Prophétie At
tention, Trying Hard to Dio. 
iwi Thou F «art and Re- 
grata Which Baoat a Mm at 
The Lott Hour, and Réfug
iât *• Hotter That Hour 
Soon to Pieago Mr. Pattullo.
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CAPITAL
ACCOUNTS

My DICK D1KSPBCKEK

PRESS OALLBRY, Victoria, B.C., 
Ffcb. 28.—Scarlet and gold; bay
onets flashing in sunlight; rever
berating crash of flfteen-gun sa
lute; curious crowds and blare of 
martial music—that, 1 think, is a 
fhir description of the opening of 
ithe last and most momentùous ses
sion of seventeenth Legislature of 

! British Columbia from outside.
• * *

I Within the buildings, a great f 
crowd waits expectantly for the 
[opening ceremonies. Members are 

- assembled, frock-coated and with 
flowers in their buttonholes, while 
Invited guests crowd the floor of 
the House and galleries.

To the cry of “Make way, make 
way I” His Honor, Lieutenant Gov
ernor Fordham Johnson, enters ac- 
companied by Premier Tolmle and 

; Speaker Davie.
1 1 . • • •

! The speech from the throne was 
! barren in more ways than oné. His 

. 'Honor touched on one important 
; point which had been forecast as a 
{possibility for new legislation,

. namely, the throwing open of re- 
verted lands for pre-emption by 

*■ settlers.

The rest of the speech, in the 
main, was a reiteration of the nu
merous points already well digest
ed by the public. His Honor made 
reference to the Imperial and In
terprovincial Conferences at Ot
tawa; the increase of British Co
lumbia’s deep sea shipments of 
lumber last year; the renewed min
ing activity in the province; the 
excellent manner in which agricul
ture had stood up among British 
Columbia's industries during the 
depression; and, of course, unem
ployment relief.

“My government, while recognis
ing the seriousness of the situation, 
and realizing the tremendous tasks 
that face .it, has refused to be stam
peded,” His Honor said.

There seems little excuse for 
such a statement, considering that 
no one has yet suggested that they 

I might be stampeded.
• e. •

That about sums up the entire 
speech. Somehow It leaves one 
with a : dissatisfied feeling, a sense 
of being balked.

I think everyone expected some
thing fur more portenttous from 
the throne this year, tttyo* l°to 
consideration the. many problems 
and difficulties fading the people of 
the province.

In the mata K glT*« a» Impres
sion ora man mating excuse, (or 
Ms small brother sM s jopathlslng 
with Mm because of the troubles In 

•! wMcta be finds blmsélf and Which 
were brought about by Me own 
peccadillos. • •

The remainder et.. the opening l 
eeaaion was merely routine, «are f. 
tor the. tributs to the late MIchseL 
M an ion by Premier Tolmle and | 
Mr. Pattullo.

Tomorrow the address In reply 1: 
to the speech (roan the throne will r 
be delivered — another matter of 1 
routine and courtesy with UtUe or I 
no poaahOlty of fireworks develop-1 
tag. - -

Bat you. never can tell.

HOUSE OPENS
Picturesque Scene Marks 

Opening

r, February

(By Stiff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, Feb. 28.—The open

ing of the House was featured by a 
great throng, which crowded the 
streets before the Legislative 
Buildings, and packed the galleries 
inside this afternoon.

His approach, heralded by a fif
teen-gun salute and a band, the 
Governor, Hon. J. W„ Fordham 
Johnson, arrived before the build
ings promptly at three, inspected 
the guards of honor provided by 
the 16th Scottish and Navy, and 
proceeded to the House, accom
panied by a retinue of ranking of
ficers.

Following the speech from the 
throne, and prayers by Bishop 
Schofield, Dr. Tolmle paid a glow
ing tribute to the late Michael Man- 
son, in moving a vote of regret at 
his passing. The motion was sec
onded by T. D. Pattullo.

The filing of departmental re
ports, and appointment of a com
mittee for the election of standing 
committees, completed the busi
ness of the day.

The committee of selection named 
were Col. F. Lister, J. W. Cornett, 
Dr. H. C.'Wrinch, J. H. Beatty and 
F. M. McPherson.

-'V. v

V. •

• sc-.-. :
’SBBR MJiSv; ;

Not Stampeded
“My government, while reads- 

nixing the seriousness of the sit
uation and realizing the tremen
dous tasks that face It, has re
fused to be stampeded.”
This sentence is taken from the

speech that the British Columbia 
government put in the mouth 
His Honor, yesterday.

It is fairly safe to say that a 
document, otherwise indistinguish
able from the non-committal pro- 
nunclamentos delivered In the same 
place and on similar occasions dur
ing the last few years, will become 
historic by reason of this remark
able statement.

The late Arnold Bennett’s young 
linen-draper, In “The Old Wives’ 
Tale,” one day stood before his 
shop window, which he had just 
newly dressed.

Having a knack for embellishing 
price cards, he had put under the 
figures relating to various articles, 
such words sa “cheap,” “elegant,” 
“latest” and "recommended1.

Over one, of these epithets, how
ever, which at that period was 
comparatively new In retail trade 
circles, he fairly gloated. It was 
choice”.

ta«11

iiglB&f*
ipfer

m
:

No better wofd, possibly, than 
choice” could be used to describe 

the flower of rhetoric culled from 
the Speech and. reproduced above;

One cannot but admire Its appos
ai ten ess. With an economy of

: language—pity that until very lately 
there has been so little economy 
in other directions—it exactly de
scribes the attitude of the govern
ment.

Assuredly, “My government - - - 
refused to be stampeded.” It 

las not only refused to be stain- 
ed, but,* so far as it has moved 

X all, it has been in response to 
e most urgent propulsion from 

[without to which any British Co- 
lumia government was ever sub
jected.

It has not been stampeded. Calm
ly and resolutely, It has done noth
ing in particular, and, like the 

| iHouse of Lords, in W. 8. Gilbert’s I 
; famous ditty, "it has done it very I 
! well.”

[TRADE]
SHOULD WORK, 

NOT CRITIC
Twigg Says Responsibility | 

Does Not Rest on 
Governments

February

r

■pm

mm

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—“Commer

cial institutions of British Colum
bia, instead of criticizing govern
ments for the present situation, 
should do something themselves, 
and not expect the government to 
do it for them,” declared H. D. 
Twigg, in moving the address in re
ply to the speech from the throne.

"There are opportunities of which 
they can take advantage if they de
sire, they should grasp those op
portunities. It is not the fault of 
either Federal or Provincial Gov
ernments that commerce and ex
change is so utterly broken.”

The Victoria member stressed 
the position of B. C. geographical
ly. “Cut off from the East by 
mountain ranges, with illimitable 
wastes in the north, and tariff walls 
to the south, over which we could 
not climb,” he pointed out, "our 
only outlet for market purposes 
lies therefore to the west, to coun
tries bordering on the Pacific 
Ocean, where our natural resources 
can find ready markets.” 
UNEMPLOYMENT

Speaking of unemployment, 
Mr. Twigg stated the present sit
uation must be met with forti
tude, and declared the teachers 
in the schools had great respon
sibility in keeping children from 
getting a twisted outlook on life, 
due to troublous conditions In 
their homes.
He spoke of the long standing 

fight of the Provincial Government 
to obtain better terms from the 
Federal Government, and mention
ed as a matter of congratulation 
the fact that the province had got 
back lands held in trust, but that 
fight must still continue for better

OUTSIDE MARKETS 
Returning to the subject of out

side markets as he drew to a close, 
Mr. Twigg said :

“We have spent millions upon 
millions on social services, build
ings, roads and education. If ws 
could have spent one-thoueandth 
of that In trying to find markets 
for our products, British Colum
bia would be better off today.” 
"Hope for the future,” he con

cluded, “lies in the people thei _ 
selves, who must stand together, 
and see this thing through. Bad 
times .are here,” he said, "and we 
must bear them. Lying down and 
giving up hope would be foolish.” 
CAPT. FITZSIMMONS 

Capt. Fitzsimmons, in seconding 
the motion, reiterated his stand 
that men in relief camps should 
do a certain amount of work in re
turn for relief, saying they themV 
sëlves wanted to do so. He com
mended Hon. R. W. Bruhn for work 
done in this respect, and stated 
that the Union of B. C. Municipali
ties in various meetings had not 
yet offered any suggestions which 
would take care of the situation 
better than at present.

He also stressed the need at the 
present time for sinking of 
jlitlcal and other differences in 
[lug to face difficulties besetting ! 

ernment, and decried 
time in flowery speeches in 

[past



^êbruâry 25, 1933Saturday

The mere fact that Mr. Walkem 
wu hot present, might have served 
as a guide to those Inclined to add 
two and two to see if they made 
four. The real fact of the matter 
was that Premier Tolmie received 
notice this morning from Mr. Wal
kem that he intended to sit at this 
session as an independent member, 
which was tantamount to telling 
the government he didn’t agree 
with their policies and didn't in
tend to have anything more to do 
with them. Or as some vulgar 
people would put it, he told them 
to "Go jump in the lake.”

«tPITAL
ACCOUNTS

By DICK DIBSPECKIK

PRESS GALLERY, Victoria, Feb. 
24.—Barren speeches appear to be 
the order of the day at the present 

‘sesalOD. H. D. Twigg, member 
ior Victoria, in moving the address 
In reply to the Speech from the 
Throne was distinctly disappoint
ing in that he said little or nothing 
that everybody did not know al
ready. He was pleasantly eloquent

PRESS GALLERY, Victoria, Feb. 
*8»—According to the list of ques
tions to be submitted to cabinet 

during the course of

A. Walkem’* Name I* 
Not Added to Public 

Account* Body
ministers ___ ..._____ __
next week by various members of 
the opposition, a lively time le 
promised for all.

Frankly, I should hate to be in 
the shoes of the questioned when 
the questioners begin their deadly 
work.

BUSINESS DONE
Standing and select committees 

were named by the premier. Pri
vate bills for the City of Victoria 
and the Municipality of Esquimalt 
seeking powers to borrow were in
troduced by R. Hayward.

Hou. H. S. Lougheed introduced 
two bills. The first was to amend 
the Central Park Act so that 77 
acres of adjoining land of the 
lease held by Burnaby might be 
included in the park area; and sec
ond, to empower the minister of 
lands to select areas of land in 
dyking districts subject to sale and 
place them in the hands of real 
estate agents for sale on commiff-

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—Argument 

over inclusion of G. A. Walkem 
i in the committee of public accounts 
today led to the first recorded di
vision of the House of any ques
tion and provided a unique spec
tacle of Conservatives voting solid
ly against a Liberal motion to place 
one of their own members on the 
committee.

Mr. Pattullo proposed an amend
ment to the resolution, including 

Walkem, and

and it anything strengthened his 
reputation for being an excellent 
public speaker, but beyond that— 
lothing.

• • •
\ He told us we had to find ex-j 
port markets for our natural re-i 
Source products, because we were! 
lemmed in by mountains in thej 
fast, icy wastelands in the north 
And tariff walls in the south. He 
therefore deduced our only outlet 
was to the west to countries bor' 
dering on the Pacific Ocean. This/ 
me have been told before, and his 
^remarks on unemployment to the 
effect it was an appalling situa
tion which we must face with fort 
ftitude, might almost be said to 
ihave long grey whiskers.

The minister of finance will be 
called upon to reveal some very 
unpleasant facts, such as the total 
current liabilities of the province, 
exclusive of treasury bills, as at 

total cash onr January 81, 1933;
| hand, In banks or in treasury at 
i the same date;_______ . how much they
owe the Dominion Government, 
and who else has the government 
borrowed money from, and how

the name of 
when an argument arose as to the He Is also to be asked, it seems, 

how much the government over
draft is at the bank.

Strange, isn’t it, that a member 
of the House can get up and ask 

| what the government overdraft Is, 
sand expect a reply.
3 Yet if he were to ask his lawyer, 
fbie doctor or hie baker what their 
overdraft was, he would probably 
{be told to mind his own business 
I in harsh and impolite terms.

■right to do so, demanded a record
ed division. The motion was defeat
ed by a vote of 29 to 9.

According to political observers 
it also gave Mr. Kirk and other 
Vancouver members present an op
portunity to vote against the gov
ernment since they had expressed 
their Intentions of remaining inde- 

. pendent this session. None of the 
government members, however,

SETS DEFICITJ. Fitzsimmons, seconder ot the 
motion, very generously admltteq 
Mr. Twigg had covered the situaj 
Üon “fairly well.” ,His remark^ 
were principally confined to à 
touching appeal to members of thd 
legislature to sink their political 
differences and stick together in 
this time of crisis. I may be 
wrong, but it seemed to me he 
made a slight mistake in speaking 
at some length and with consider! 
able floweriness on the bad form 
of wasting the legislature’s time by 
members who made long and flow^ 
ery speeches.

Hon. Jone* Explains Public 
Account* Report

| Some of the questions, as al
ways, are mere time-wasting inani
ties.

j For exmaple, who cares if an 
I automobile ferry was operated by 
| or on behalf of the government on 
Kootenay Lake during 1932?

1 In like manner, is it a matter of 
j vital importance at this time whe
ther the government rents or owns 
‘the Liquor Board premises In Kam
loops, or how many employees 

! there are In the game branch?

repeatedly by the leader of the op
position on a point of order, Hon. 
W. Jones persisted and eventually 
succeeded in presenting an explana
tion of the deficit in the public ac
counts report laid before the as
sembly today. The total deficit, he 
said, was $7,051,360, while the ordin
ary deficit was approximately $5,- 
000,000. A total of $1.830,502 spent 
in unemployment relief, he said, 
was generally kept^ separate but due 
to existing legislation it was impos-

! mining, Dr. Borden ; municipal 
Imatters, Reginald Hayward ; print
ing, J. H. Beatty; private bills, H. 
D. Twigg, and railways, Col. Nelson 
Spencer.

! G. A. Walkem, 
member

Hon. J. W. Jones, of course, covj 
ered himself with glory by sue] 
ceedlng, in spite of all Mr. Pati 
tullo could do to stop him, in glvj 
ing a short speech of explanation 
on the public accounts report.

His anxiety to show that differ
ence between an ordinary deficit 
of JB.OOO.tfOff end a total deficit ot 
$7,000,000 was caused by payments 
cm account of unemployment re
lief, Was almost as great as that of 
Mr. Pattullo to stop him. In thq 
end, however, he succeeded, even 
though his final remarks werq 
somewhat indistinct owing to the 
fact that both he and the leaderf 
of the opposition were talking at 
the same time.

Conservative 
Vancouver, today 

[served notice to the Premier and 
■Speaker Davie he has definitely 
! broken with the Tolmie govern
ment, and will sit at the present 
[session as an Independent mem
ber. Mr. Walkem was not present 
iat the session today, but stated 
jin the notice that he would be 
here Monday.

? So far he is the only one of the 
jConservative members who ex
pressed dissatisfaction with the 
jTolmie policies who has gone 
j through with his expressed lnten- 
jtlons of abandoning the ship.
I Other Conservative members who 
‘were said to have expressed slmt- 
lar views and intentions have ap- 
iParently thought better of it. Theif j 
actions today would Indicate they j 
|are still behind the Tolmie regime.J 
j Mr. Dick, however, is away ill.

j There Is one Interesting item in 
[the list. It is recorded that Mr. 
[Hanna will ask the Premier as the 
[minister of railways, If there have 
been any offers for purchase, op
tion to operate or any other pro- 

■ posais in respect to the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway since Au- 
Igust 80,1928, and If there has been

■j sible to do this here.
H Mr. Jones pointed out that while 

; revenues fell below estimates by $5,- 
928,039, he had been able to effect 
savings by drastic cutting in all de
partments of $1,343,000, making a 
total saving below estimates of little

I over one million, after providing for 
additional expenditures under sup
plementary estimates.

iby whom were they made and what 
jwere the terms and conditions sug
gested.

• • •
j If the minister of railways can 
- be relied upon to give a straight
forward answer to this question, 

*we may hear at last, what we have 
been suspecting for some time,

I namely, that negotiations are un
der way with officials of the Bank 
[of England.

In spite of everything, the Pre
mier and all others concerned have 
steadfastly refused to give any In
formation oat on that particular 
subject

• • •
I have heard, from what I con

sider to be a well-informed source, 
that the two gentlemen Who «H 

j companled Mr. Burden from Eng
land were respectively a director 
and a counsellor of the Bank of 
England.

I waa further told that when 
I they first arrived here they were 
! fairly enthusiastic about the deal, 
that at a somewhat later date they 
became a little cold, but that since 
the gold activity in the BarkervMe 
area has increased traffic on the I 
P. G. E., they have again become 
very anxious to make the deal

Prize plum of the day, however,j 
was Mr. Pattullo’s foxy test ofi 
strength of the government’s! 
fdrees. Determined at any cost toi 
settle the question of loyalty of 
certain members of the Conserva
tive party, he attempted to move
to include the name of G. A. Wal
kem, Conservative from Vancouver, 
in the list of names submitted by 
the premier for the committee on 
public accounts. Hie motion was1 
strenuously opposed and when he 
called for a.recorded division, the 
situation became even more per
plexing to those who were not in 
the know, when the Conservatives 
voted solidly against including one 
of their own party on the commits

While It proved to Mr. Pattullo 
that otter Vancouver members 
TV* hacking the government, It 
Old not quite explain to the public 
galleries why the government 
should be so strongly opposed to 
one ot their own members sitting

What we are all wondering now 
Ils whether the Premier wUTtelHhe^

it any such deni Is pen 
II he, with his habituel 
■esight. ponderously de 
owledge of ItT

mmm

Iff GOVERNMENT ftftPITAL
EASILY WINS ACCOUNTS

FIRST DIVISION By DICK DIESPECKEK
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_ Adding Insult to Injury
" “Commercial Institutions of 

British Columbia, Instead of criti
cising governments for the pres
ent situation, should do some
thing themselves, and not expect 
the government to do It for

“There are opportunities of 
which they can take advantage If 
they desire, they should grasp 
those opportunities. It Is not the 
fault of either Federal or Provin
cial Governments that commerce 
and exchange are so utterly 
broken."

The words ere Mr. Twigg**. As, 
however, Mr. Twigg uttered them 

i" when moving the Address in Reply, 
they are really the words of the 

I government, voiced through him.
It would be difficult to compress 

: ltnte fewer lines language better 
* calculated to irritate the business 
sommunity of British Columbia.

Shortly after the conclusion of 
jthe last session of the House, it 

; will be recalled, the government 
Invited a number of leading dti- 

I sens to examine the fiscal and eco- 
nomic position of the province.

The committee, all able men,
! worked long and hard at a task 
f;v for the execution of which they 
' : could have no other reward than 
; a good conscience.

In due course they presented 
itheir report and their recommends- 
I tions. Unfortunately, some few of 
! those recommendations became at 

1 once the subject of heated contro 
|, versy, with the result that a large 

- part of a very valuable document 
|was more or less overlooked.

Overlooked it assuredly was by 
[ the government, for virtually noth- 
| ing has been done to institute the 
| reforms the Kidd committee showed 
jto be so urgently necessary.

For Mr. Twigg now to tell the 
heads of the financial, commercial 
and industrial concerns, represent
ed by the committee, that they 
should do something for them
selves, instead of criticising the 
government, is to add insult to in
jury.

Had the administration, during 
the last three years, made one- 
tenth the effort to meet the situa
tion created by the depression that 
has been made by non-government
al agencies in this province, it pos
sibly would not have to confess to- 

I day to r deficit of $7,000,000 in a H 
I single year.

Pattullo Offers 
Jobless Solution

Mr. Pettullo's Points...
1. National and provincial 

economic councils wanted.
2. Payment of wages on pub

lic works to restore purchasing 
power of people.

3. Use of national credit to 
finance undertakings suggested 
for public works.

4. Land settlement urged.
5. Money spent on relief 

camps, leaving Inadequate pro
vision for men, vfrhen -camps

ready
6. Budget balanced, on fraud

ulent estimates.
7. Educational system has 

been disrupted.

Opposition Leader Flays 
Government Relief 

Policy

SUPPORT THREE 
AMENDMENTS TO 

LOCAL CHARTER
But Property Owners* 

Organization Rejects 
Four

!

Approval of three major charter 
amendments which the city coun
cil Is seeking from the provincial 
Legislature at Its present session, 
and disapproval of four others, is 
expressed in a resolution parsed 
by the Associated Property Own
ers .of .Vancouver, a copy of which-, 
was received by the city council on 
Modday afternoon. A copy of the 
resolution has also been forwarded 
to Victoria.

The amendments approved are:
1. To assess and tax crown-grant

ed lands occupied and used other
wise than in an official capacity.

2. To empower the board of as
sessment appeals to hear appeals 
from the court of revision without 
requiring the grounds of appeal to 
be submitted.

I 3. To create a new form of po
lice commission, comprising the, 
mayor, a county court judge and a 
police magistrate.

Opposition is voiced to the pro
posal to extend the limitation of a 
judge’s powers of deciding appeals 
against assessments, by which he is 
prevented from deciding each case 
On its individual merits. Under 
legislation now in force, this lim
itation would be automatically re
moved on Jan. 1, 1934, but the city 
seeks an extension of the limita
tion to Jan. 1, 1936.

In opposing the amendment which 
would allow owners of tax-sale 
properties a longer time to redeem 
them, the association offers, as an 
alternative, the consolidation of 
tax-arrears providing for payment 
over a period of years.

The C. N. R. and the city airport 
are cited as instances of the fate 
of publicly-owned transportation 
Schemes, and in view of their fate 
the association cannot see its way 
to approve the charter amendment 
seeking power to create and oper
ate a municipally owned bus ser
vice.

Legislation which would enable 
the city to own and operate,, as 
well as lease, refreshment stands 
at public parks and beaches, is also 
opposed.

-

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—The vote j 

of no confidence moved by op- ! 
position leader T. D. Pattullo was j 
today defeated by a- recorded vote ! 
of 33 to 11. -

The'oriiÿ surprise furnished by 
the vote was that G. A. Walkem, 
Conservative, who recently an
nounced he would sit as an 
Independent, voted with the gov
ernment.

VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—Insti
tution of public works on the 
basis of reasonable wage pay
ments ; placing people on land ; 
a block-aid plan in large cen
tres, and appointments of na
tional and provincial economic 
councils with representation 
from scientific, economic, political 
and labor ranks were the chief 
suggestions made by T. D. Pattullo, 
leader of the Opposition, as cure 
for ills now besetting the province 
In an hour and one-half speech on 
the floor of the house today.

His suggested remedies followed 
a scathing denunciation of the gov
ernment on the grounds of wanton 
extravagance; secret sale of bond 
issues; fraudulent estimates; con
tinued imposition of taxation ; in
human and unhealthy relief condi
tions; wrongful dismissal from 
civil service; disruption of educar 
tional system, and partisanship. 
AGAINST DOLE 

*1 am opposed to the dole,” said 
Mr. Pattullo, “present conditions 
were brought about largely through 
the lack of purchasing power. In 
order to restore this, I would sug
gest as a temporary measure car
rying out of useful public works on 

basis of payment of reasonable 
wage. This In itself would result 
In diminishing the number of un
employed.”

Challenged as to what was a 
reasonable wage the opposition 
leader said that was a matter to 
be decided when the time came, 
while queries from government 
benches as to where the money to 
pay them was coming from, he 
replied national credit would be 
used.
LAND SETTLEMENT 

He declared himself in favor of 
placing as many as possible on 
the land, since a man was able to 
!grow hi* own food supplies in a 
very much better position than 
standing In the bread line, or be
ing herded into camps. He stated 
definitely if the minister of lands’ 
policy referred to by the Lleut- 
Governor was feasible, it would 
have his support.
SHORTER HOURS 

The shorter working day and 
week also f~und sympathy with the 
Liberal leader, who believed this 
should be accomplished without re
duction of wages below a reason- 

standard of living.
He said be firmly believed the 
itabllahment of economic councils 

st and would come, both provin- 
lly and nationally, and through 
T efforts closer relationship be- 
Bn production and consumption 
Id be brought about.
These organisations could be of 

imense benefit in assisting prl- 
enterprise in the securing and 

of markets, and thus 
of progress would be set in 

he said.

ttullo’s denunciati 
the government policies 
scathing. He claimed that 
result of their extravi,
fraudulent estimates had __
submitted to the house to make1 
It appear the budget was bal
anced, and declared that they, 
while protesting frugality, in
dulged in profligacy.

WASTAGE OF MONEY 
“Notwithstanding that members 1 

of the present administration I 
charged us with negligence in re-1 
spect to unemployment," said Mr. I 
Pattullo, "this government refused, i 
at its very first session, to recog-1 
nlze that such problem existed, and | 
made no provision therefor.

"When they were finally compel- [ 
led to recognize it, they had already [ 
spent so much money wastefully t 
there was none to meet the situa- [ 
tlon. Huge sums were spent on E 
the erection of camps throughout I 
the province, only to find there was [ 
no money available to run them.” [ 
EDUCATIONAL 

He charged the government with I 
disrupting the educational system | 
without providing for proper pro-1 
vision adequately to carry it on.| 
He suggested that the problem I 
might better have been worked otit !' 
on a fi ndly basis Instead of the 1 
“autocratic manner” in which it{ 
had been done.

"We have roads crying for at-f 
lentioi and repair,” he said, “ma-1 
terlals with which to work on them, f 
and 7000 ren in camps to do the l 
work, yet this government has notf 
the ingenuity to bring them to-1 
gether, and have the work done.”
IN CRITICAL MOOD 

Despite frequent interruptions] 
and heckling. Mr. Pattullo took the | 
government through the entire ^ 
mut of their alleged sins, and ( 
lashed them unmercifully, with de-1 
mands to know why they had tof 
appeal to the country as a union j 
government and not as a Conserva- jj 
tive government.

He suggested to the Premia, that (j 
he tell the house what mysterious f 
measures hè had in mind which | 
could be carried out by non-party £ 
government, which could not be F 
carried out by the present office 6 
holders, with their more than, two- £ 
thirds majority.

House To Debate 
Scaling Down of 

Interest Rates
(By Staff Correspondent) 

VICTORIA, Feb. 27—A reso
lution urging the scaling down 
of Interest rates on federal, pro
vincial and municipal borrow 
Inge will he presented to the 
Legislature either tomorrow or 
the next day by E. G. Carton, 
Conservative, of Llllooet 

A resolution of somewhat sim
ilar nature was presented to the 
House last year by Tom Uphill, 
Labor member, but was defeated. 
There Is considerable specula
tion here ae to the fate of the 
present resolution alee to the 
fact that It la being presented 
by a government member.
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THE BUSINESS DONE:

Very little. The amendment to 
the Town Planning Act bill was 
given a second reading, and the 
government bill amending the Vital 

i Statistics Act brought down for 
first reading by Hon. R. H. Mait
land. Aside from that and the de
feat of the non-confidence vote, 
there was only talk, the majority 
of which has been heard before.

^ITAL

ACCOUNTS Tolmie Replies To 
Pattullo’s SpeechBy DICK DIBSPECKEK

| H 37.—A minor flutter was caused 
| Cl here today by the announcement 
Brail that Ernest Carson, Conservative1 
j P member for Lillooet, would present 
iiPà resolution to the House urging 

Ottawa to consider the scaling 
Pjdowd of interest rates on govern-, 

||ip] mental borrowings, 
æj* There is nothing new in the sub- 

: distance of the resolution, since Mr. 
j gglUphill brought in a very similar 
| ^’ resolution last year, and Liberals, 
Pat least in British Columbia, have 
■definitely declared in favor of 1L 

| f Bui for a member of the Conser- 
I jJPjvatlve party, who have so strenu- 
! ously opposed any such measures, 

jto present such a suggestion to the 
House as that they should go on 

^record as favoring it and urging 
l'Ottawa to take action on the mat- 

IJv'ter, is nothing short of heresy. At 
rr least, that is what old dyed in 

wools think.
! One thing is certain, that this 

1, particular resolution is going to 
• command considerable attention 

I " r ' When it is presented to the Legls- 
V. lative Assembly. There are many 
v even now who doubt whether it

—'-.I—in 1— «o Mf ITn.

AddresiJNoUble For Onri|. 
Deficit Explained 
To House

•ions:

CAPITAL
ACCOUNTS

VICTORIA, Feb, 28.—No mention 
of union government, redistribu
tion, or cabinet reorganisation; a 
defence of governmental policies 
denounced yesterday by Mr. Pat- 
tulo; and reading of departmental 
reports as a presentation of the 

achieve-By DICK DIBSPECKER government’s record 
ment for four and a half years in 
office, were the chief features of 
Premier Tolmie’s speech on the 
floor of the House today.

Unlike the fiery eloquence of the 
jopposition leader, the premier’s dis
sertation appeared uninspired, and 

.provoked no heckling from the Lib
eral benches, which received it in 

i stony silence.
P. G. E. SALE w

On one point only did Dr. Tolmie 
.show his hand, when he declared 
that negotiations for the sale uf the 
P. G. E. were definitely under way 
with British interests, whose emis
saries were now in Victoria.

He reitereated his former state
ments that the sale of this road, 
and development of the country 
through which it ran would relieve1 

,the present situation to a great es
tent, by serving almost at once as 
a means of employment to several 
thousapd men.
DEFICIT FIGURES 

ij Replying to Mr. Pattullo’s accu
sations of the deficit, the premier 
stated that the total deficit of $7,- 

: 000,000 contained $1,800,000 for re
lief. and $2,098,682 for sinking 
funds, making the deficit, less these 
items, $3.122,375.

He further stated the B. C. defi
cit was not the worst In Canada, 
and practically every other govern
ment in the world was facing tbfe

PRESS GALLERY, Victoria. Feb. 
28.—Casual conversation with cer
tain high officials has led me to
make a very Interesting discovery.

It appears that every year when 
the House opens, tiles in corridors 
in the immediate vicinity of the 
Assembly Chamber are forced up 
out of their positions in the floor, 
necessitating their removal and re- 
settlng.

I learned from my informants 
that this is caused by expansion 

‘due to heat, and it is their con
sidered opinion that sudden addi
tion to volume of hot air in build
ings when Legislature sits is un
doubtedly the reason for displace
ment of these tiles.

Minister

1 of employment in stores; amsnd- 
i ments to land act beneficial to pre- 
emptor; free miners’ licences; min
ing classes; progress in Boys’ In-; 
dustrial School, Tranquille Sani- 
torium and Essondale; construe- 

; tion, reconstruction and improve
ment of main trunk highways in 
the province; bridges and reduced 

I maintenance costs for roads.
of $16,000,000 on road works im- 

! mediately after their election in 
! 1928, Dr. Tolmie stated the roads 
at that time were badly in need of 
work, and that the Liberal govern
ment had planned expenditure of a 
like amount for the same purpose, 
had they been re-elected.
MR. BURDEN’S APPOINTMENT 

Charges of partisanship in re
placing of the agent general in Lon
don, he disposed of by reading from 

i a letter received from F. A. Pauline 
‘Jin 1930, in which the then agent

If such is the case, those same 
tiles must have suffered agonies 

jthis afternoon for with all due re
spect to the premier, his reply to 
the leader of the opposition was 

; disappointing.
• • •

IHe offered no explanation what
soever as to what could be done by 
Union government that could not 

be done by present Conservative 
| majority; he forgot redistribution 
; and disregarded cabinet reorganiza
tion.

j He murmured gently that nego- 
| tiations were under way with Brit
ish interests for sale of P. G. E. 
but left the subject quickly, appa
rently for fear of revealing too 

! much.

Money

“Surely wi 
fore we are pari 
W. Bruhn dost 
dared in favor c 
present difficult!

“The ques 
of B. C. are goi 

I to forget politic
-same situation.

Replying to Mr. Pattullo’s charges 
I of extravagances and expenditure 
general suggested his own retire
ment The premier stated he under
stood Mr.-Pauline was then in hie 

, 70th year.
The expense of three-man liquor 

board he defended on grounds that 
the administration of the liquor 
business at the time the Conserva- 

| tives came into power “smelt,” and 
that the three-man board at an ad- 

. dltional expense of $18,000 was the 
means of saving $316,000 in a single 

; year.
8 BETTER TERMS

The premier referred at length to 
. the old question of better terms, 

. giving detailed review of B. C.'e de
mands for equitable treatment in 
way of subsidies immediately fol
lowing confederation, in 1903 and

of all by formir 
jour present diff 
PROBLEMS TOC 

He stated that 
fronting the govei 
too big, and too i 
successfully by ai 
of men or politice 

He said he bell 
of the people bell 
that so far as ht 
man in the co 
himself capable 
problems, namely, 
er T. D. Pattullo.

He regretted b< 
this confidence, b 
was unfortunate 
leader saw fit to 
tion of the preml

Hi» two-hour oration, however, 
Jras not all destructive. He put 
forward some suggestions, many of 
Which had obvious toerit, though The doctor then proceeded to 

(present as to achievements of his 
government in five years, a sériés 
of departmental reports, even the 
staunchest of the government sup
porters sank low in their seats and 
dosed during the entire course of 

; the Premier’s speech.
; One or two remained loyally alert 
but in the main they were content 

| to write letters to their friends abd 
: keep page boys busy running from 
; one desk to another.

he government, of course, would 
lever admit they had. On one oc
casion, in fact, one suggestion of 
dr. Pattullo’s was greeted with 
loots of derision from the govern- 
nent benches.

It occurred when he intimated 
liât one way of helping to restore 
urchaslng power would be to in- 
titute useful public works employ- 
ag men now in relief camps and 
aylng them reasonable wages. 
Asked what he considered a rea- 

onable wage, he said that was 
omèthing that could be settled 
rhen the proper time came. 
Demands as to where he would 

ecu re money to pay these wages 
* first met with no response, but 
rhen he continued to disregard 
beta, they became so persistent, 
le was forced to admit he would 
itllise the national credit 
He was told emphatically that the 

iraient government had already 
ried that without success, and that 
le could not expect to succeed 
rhere they failed.

'MPmÊm

I Soon after the clock struck four, 
however, tbete wad a sudden stir 
of re-awakened interest, the even- 
tag papers arrived on the scene.

Page boys distributed them 
wholesale and in a few minutes 
government members and opposi- 

i tion alike were almost all burled in 
a the exciting news of Hitler’s ban 

I on Communists.

lion oL turn-pert^ 
with his ability, 
perlence, he wouI< 
able.

Mr. Bruhn Invl 
to reconsider hie 
of the premier’s 
Ingness to leave 
the leader of the 
ment to the new 
bers supporting e 

FACE THE FACT 
The speaker cal 

bers to look the 
the face and ad mi 
mistakes on both 
there had been er 
of this government 
predecessors. He 
spent too much m< 
out that so had ei 
stitution and'indlv

1913.
In the last named year a com

mission had been appointed by the 
Federal government to make a re
port on the question, but interven
tion of war in the following year 
caused the matter to be side
tracked.
RELIEF WORK

Dr. Tolmie declared the Conser
vative government was in favor of 
patting men on relief to work, and 
every effort had been made to fur
ther the plâp as suggested by Mr.

Business done—First readings; 
Amendments to Testators’ Family 
Maintenance Act; Children of Un
married Parents Act; Cemetery 
Companies Act; Bills of Sale Act; 
Conditional Sales Act; Fire Mar
shal Act; Parents’ Maintenance 
Act and Lunacy Act 

Second Readings: Amendments 
to Dyking Assessments Adjust
ments Act; Central Park Act and 
Vital Statistics Aet

, Pattullo, however, did not 
to agree with them, and while 
cerely hope that he, and not 
are right I doubt it It the 

Mrtative government can get 
dp in this direction from Ot- 
, with their own party in pow, 
ere, how can a Liberal govern- 
. expert any better treatment? Pattullo. but money, he eatd, wae 

not fortheomlng. either here or at
Ottawa.
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! B. C. LEGISLATURE OPENS 
TO CROWDED GALLERIES

i or my people, nor In the wonderful 
I resources of the province, endeavor- I 
I tag to keep British Columbia in such | 
I a condition as to be able to take full 
I advantage of the development and 
I growth that will be made possible 
I when prosperous times return.
I It is with this end in view that my 
I government has been making every 
I effort to develop our markets, for it 
I is largely in the development of our 
I markets that employment will be cre- 
lated for our people.”
I PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
I Legislation will be submitted for 
1 your consideration dealing with the 
1 Public Schools Act Vital Statistics 
i Act, Mineral Act, and Placer Mining 
3 Act. "

Reports of the various departments 
$ of my government will be laid before 
1 you in due course.
} The public accounts the last fiscal 

« year and the estimates for the com- 
5 ing year will be submitted for your 
! consideration.

I leave you in confidence that your 
i duties will be faithfully performed( 

and may the blessings of a Divine 
I Providence inspire and guide your de-,
I liberation® "

MINING, SCHOOL 
ACT CHANGES 

FORESHADOWED
Text Of Speech 
' From Throne

MINING IMPROVES
Adverse economic conditions have 

emphasised the possibilities for useful 
■nd profitable employment in the de
velopment of our mineral resources.

Whilst it is true that the low level 
of base metal world prices has re
tarded that branch of the industry, 
the Province, it is becoming ever 
more apparent, possesses important 
and as yet undeveloped gold re
sources, both in lode formation and 
in its alluvial gravels.
It is gratifying to note that this is

VICTORIA, Feb. 23.—The speech 
from the Throne at today’s opening 
of the British Columbia Legislature 
by Lieut. Governor J. W. Fordham 
Johnson reads:

“I welcome you to the fifth session 
of the seventeenth parliament of 
British Columbia.

The year 1932 has been an eventful 
one in the history of Canada and this 
province.

The outstanding event of the year 
Pl*« been jthe Imperial Economic 

Conference at Ottawa, where a new 
policy of intense significance to the 
future of the world trade was 
adopted.

As a result of the agreements en
tered into, Canada has been given 
preference on her primary products, 
which should result in great benefits

During the year, this Province was 
honored by a visit from Their Excel
lencies The Right Honorable the Earl 
of Bessborough, Governor General of 
Canada, and his gracious consort, the 
Countess of Bessborough. 
“FINANCIAL CONTACT”

As forecast last year, the first Bri
tish Columbia Government inspection- 
al tour, organized by the Agent-Gen
eral of this province in London and 
financed by those participating in the 
tour, resulted in a representative 
party leaving Liverpool toward the 
end of May, 1932, for a tour of the 
Dominion., a special itinerary being 
arranged for British Columbia, which, 
in addition to providing attractions

NEW LAND 
POLICY

VICTORIA, Feb. 23. — Assurances 
that “my government has refused to 
be stampeded” by the economic de
pression, and that it “has not lost 
faith in the courage and fortitude qf 
my people” were given to the Legis
lature today in the speech from the 
throne this afternoon by His Honor 
Lieutenant-Governor J. W. Fordham 
Johnson.

The assembly hall was crowded 
with frock-coated officialdom and 
fashionably-dressed ladies long be
fore the 15 guns heralded the ar
rival of His Majesty’s representa
tive at the portals of the building.

Judges, educationists, civic offi
cials and prominent society people 
occupied seats on the floor and

■iv *o giavuj'uig vu uui/C Mint Lius til
8 being recognized by those with capital 
| to invest at horns and abroad, as well 
gas by the enterprising manhood of

I the country who are equipping them-
■ selves for prospecting this year.H MINING ACT CHANGES
■ Amendments to the “Mineral Act” 
Ha and the ."Plaçer Mining Act" calcu-
■ lated to bring those statutes more in 
H line with present conditions, but in 
BE nowise to change the vital underlying 
R principles of our mining laws, will be 
R submitted.

I Agriculture, in common with other 
gjj industries, has suffered from deflated 
R prices and lack of markets.

With the preferences afforded agri-
■ cultural products at the Imperial Eco-
■ nomlc Conference, the agriculturist 
H should be the first to regain his nor- 
R mal place.
H AGRICULTURE FIRST 
Bh If our agricultural industry is to 
jaff secure the maximum benefits which 
R the market of Great Britain affords, 
SIB our exportable supplies must be con- 
m tlnuous, in sufficient volume, and of a 
H quality and price to interest our over- 
B seas customers.

It is encouraging to the producer to 
^■note that agriculture in British Co-
■ lumbia in 1832 took first place over 
R all other basic Industries in value of 
H commodities produced.

I] The program for 1933 indicates that 
R this industry will maintain the lead 
P* during the present year, 
ÿ REVERTED LANDS 

1 The price and terms of sale of or- 
dinary crown lands, and lands re- 
verted for taxes, have been revised 

Éa and modified with a view to provid- 
flfl ing easier means for bona-fide set-
■ tiers to acquire lands as a medium for 

self-support.
I My Government has placed before

■ the Government of the Dominion of
■ Canada the long-standing claim of
■ this province for better terms.

British Columbia has for many H years sought and has now renewed 
$ its petition for investigation of its 

claims for adequate consideration 
m arising from the peculiar historical, 

K economic and physical conditions 
Û affecting British Columbia at the 

BH time of Confederation and since 
H continuing.

A commission was agreed to and 
-§9 partly appointed in 1912 to investigate 
■■these Claims, but the war breaking 
^Hout shortly after prevented any ac- 

-4 tlon.
gg| UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF 

I Until such time as there is a ma- 
Rlterlal improvement in the world eco- 
■H nomic situation, it is Intended that
■ Dominion-wide regulations for ad-
■ ministration of unemployment relief 
^■will continue to be enforced, having

regard to our special needs in British 
Columbia.

I This will be done, as far as pos- 
■ sible, in such manner as to con- 

HW serve the interests of the taxpayers 
and without embarrassment to the 

|g self-respect of the recipient.
I The problems and difficulties aris- 

Ha tag from the economic conditions pre- 
>•*§ valent throughout the world today de- 
,-1.4 mand wise, carefully considered, but 
B effective action on the part of all

GOV’T ‘MUM’ ON 
MANY VITAL 

PROBLEMS

NO LIGHT ON 
FINANCES

Special (• The Vancouver Sun

VICTORIA, Feb. 23.—Everything 
but finances seems to be under dis
cussion by the members of the Legis
lature whose pre-election session u> 
being ushered in today with the cus
tomary, if somewhat irrelevant, boom
ing of guns and fanfare of trumpet*.

Finances belong to Hon. J. W. 
Jones, "Jimmie,” the members call 
him, and they are content to let him 
do the worrying about how a gov
ernment that has been spending 
$30,000,000 a year can cut its ex
penditures down to the proposed 
$22,000,000, which is still consider
ably greater than existing sources of 
revenue are likely to yield.
Things that the members are talk

ing about are:
1 Whether Premier Tolmie can get

’ anv Allfolll. A. A n.f aI k.. bln J nf

Amendments to the Mineral and 
Placer Mining Acts to deal with the 
current gold mining excitement were 
announced.

Amendments to the Public Schools 
Act and the Vital Statistics Act were 
also announced, the former referring 
to Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe’s proposed 
new scheme of allotting government 
grahts towards teachers’ salaries.

The speech also announced that 
the price and terms of sale of ordl- 
nary crown lands and lands re
verted for taxes have been revised 
to make it easier for settlers to ac
quire land as a means of self sup
port
References to activities of the past 

year included the Empire Economic 
Conference and the Inter-Provincial 
Conference.
MANSON CONDOLENCES 

I Following His Honor’s retirement, 
Ithe Legislature went ahead with the 
[formal routine business of an open- 
ling session.
I Attorney-General Pooley intro- 
I duced a bill to amend the Town 
I Planning Act and Premier Tolmie 
I and T. D. Pattullo, opposition 
I leader, moved a resolution of con- 
I dolence to the family of the late 
I Michael Manson, member for Mac- 
I Kensie, who died last July.
I Various ministers filed the annual 
hreports for their departments. 
IADJOURN UNTIL FRIDAY 
I The House adjourned until Friday 

D. Twlgg and

S htion was given to the following mat-

1. Present unemployment and relief 
conditions.

B. Unemployment and social insur-

§3. Old-age pensions.
|4. Duplication of Dominion and pro

vincial taxation.
16. Company law.
■6. Jurisdiction over insurance com-

■ 7. Avoidance of overlapping where 
g both Dominion and provincial au

thorities are exercising jurisdic- I tlon.
IS. The regulation of truck and motor- 
I bus services competing with inter- 
i provincial and national rail trans

portation facilities.
1». Uniform statistical information.
% DEATH OF MANSON 
à Since last we met, this Legislature 
Bhas suffered a loss in the death of 
|Mr. Michael Manson, one of the old- 
jest and most honored members of 
Ithe Legislature.

any outside or any other kind of 
support for his proposed Union ( 

Most of them think iGovernment, 
he can’t, and, in any event, the] 
Conservative caucus has decided I 
to go through the session under 
party colors.
How many Conservative members 
are going to desert the sinking 
ship for the potential Bowser life
boat. Only two or three are 
suspected at the present moment. 
What there is to all this P.G.E., 
sale talk. A handsome suite at ! 
the Empress Hotel is occupied by I 
a couple of sauve English negotl-l 
a tors who are reputed to have I 
offered $6,000,000 for the railway 
and 20,000,000 acres of lands with 
all oil, mineral, timber and other 
rights. They have been enter-

whether it will be a hot one. The 
assumption Is that it will run till 
Easter, but the normal expecta
tion that a pre-election session 
will be given over to red-hot 
party controversy does not seem to 
hold good this year. 

UNEMPLOYMENT POLICY 
Opposition members say they can 

see no object in "flogging a deed 
horse,” but they intend to watch | 
closely to see that the Government | 
docs not get away with anything.

It |s probable, however, that the 
sessional debates will serve to clarify 
the fundamental difference in view- ! 
point of the two parties towards the 
economic and unemployment crisis.

The Government’s

Icfeipt?1 J. Fitzsimmons will move the 
[address in reply to the speech from 
Rhe throne.
I A number of members were absent 
from the opening, including William 
RUck.'G. ' ............... .—

I His passing has been deeply felt by 
Fkll those who had the privilege of 
(knowing him.
Ithe lumber industry 

The timber industries of the Pacific 
Coast, like all others, were affected 
by economic conditions and curtail
ment of markets.

It is encouraging, however, to 
note that, while total deep - sea 
shipments from the North Pacifie 
dropped still further in 1932, those 
from British Columbia increased by 
H per cent and the trade within 
the Empire increased 69 per cent 
over 1931, due very largely to the 
trade - extension work conducted 
jointly by my government and the 
timber Interests, and hot for which 
a considerable further curtailment 

I In operations and employment would 
have followed. _____

__ A. Walken, A. M. Manson
id Dr. W. H. Sutherland.

__PBB|—-—_ policy Is i'i 
wishy-washy policy of economising ! 
and praying that the storm will blow \

The Liberals, as T. D. Pattullo’s !
the seriousness of the situation, and 
realising the tremendous tasks that 
face It, has refused to be stampeded.

It has put into effect every econ
omy that It felt could be carried out 
without unduly serious consequences.

At the same time. It has not lost

public addresses In recent weeks have 
shown, believe that constructive meas-

S limit of the prov- 
nal powers must bo 
taken to restore the people’s purchas
ing power and revive industry.



fICIPALITIES HARD HIT
The Government Is thinking In 

I terms of the Government's Internal 
g financial problems.

The Liberals In terms of the prob- 
\ lems of the people themselves.

This basic difference of attitudes 
I will probably be elucidated sharply as 
I the various sessional Issues arise.

Of the controversial Issues immed
iately In sight, the plight of the col
lapsing municipalities will probably 
provoke the warmest discussion.
The members have a close personal 

I feeling for the difficulties of their own 
a municipalities.
;no promised aid

The Government promised last year. 
|at the suggestion of A. Wells Gray, 
Liberal whip, that they would call a 

H conference of municipalities to ar- 
R range a division of revenues, but the 
iyear has passed and the promise has 
•jnot been kept.
| Arbitrary Government action at the 
ii expense of the municipal taxpayers 
;jwill be hotly resented by both Conser- 
svatlve and Liberal members fresh ftx>m 
| contact with their constituents. The 
■ education controversy is a part of this

H HORSE RACING SEASON
Among the minor Issues of which 

9some preliminary gossip has been 
'heard among the members Is a move 
jto increase the horse racing season In 
the Vancouver and Victoria tracks. 

Exhibition associations are back of 
Jthe drive and legislation is said to be 
| under consideration.

It affects Crown revenues so must 
Shave the Government approval.
IaLL TENDERS IN PUBLIC

Convinced that the policy of calling 
y for tenders for all public works and of 
y opening these publicly Is right and 
|should be followed without exception, 
g Hon. R. W. Bruhn Is asking the Pro- 
$ vincial Government to Introduce leg
islation at this session as an amend
ement to the Highway Act which would 
-1 make this course obligatory on any 
n Government In office.
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B C DEFICIT 
$7,000,000

JONES TABLES 
BALANCE SHEET

GOV’T HOPED 
FOR SURPLUS

By C. NORMAN SENIOR 
VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—Public ac- 
unts tabled In the Legislature today 

Hon. J. W. Jones show that dur- 
the fiscal year which ended on 

31, 1932. the Tolmie Govem- 
nent ran up a deficit of slightly more j 

seven million dollars.
Revenue eoHected daring the year f was $22,#00,060.
Expenditures were $29,100,00#.

This leaves a deficit of $7,000,000. 
The expenditures were classified 
; follows;

nt expenditures $24,186,000. 
ployment relief, $1,186,000.

expenditure out el reve-
p(M##.

i Includes the sums put | 
[ fund for debt re tire-

nployment Relief Itenr Is 
not provided for In the

with the budget for the 
the public accounts 

six million dol- 
‘ * 1 advance, j 

‘ by a | 
prized ||

"HOPED FOR SURPLUS”
’l The estimates tabled with the 

^budget speech in March, 1931, called 
for expenditures of $28,080,000 and 
'revenues of $28,088,000, which con
stituted a hoped for surplus of $8000.

The over-expenditure in face of 
; rapidly falling revenue translated 
: the budgeted surplus of $8000 into 
’ an actual deficit of $7,000,000.

An explanatory statement issued 
by the finance department says 

* that the accounts show an “ordin
ary deficit" of approximately $5,- 
#00.000 for the fiscal year.

Ordinary current expenditures 
total $25,373,325 an dordinary cur
rent revenue $21,982,182, a deficit 
on current account of $3,390,742." 
■ays the statement,
“Capital account expenditures,"

; which include such matters as slnk-
jlng funds, redemption of debentures, 
| Interest on P.G.E. bonds, and pey- 
r] ment of British Columbia House 
fl mortgage and special warrants for 
■the unemployment relief brought the 
I total expenditure for the year u? to 
8129,214,217—all of which Is charged 
I In Mr. Jones* accounts to current 
■revenue.

$M00,000 FOR RELIEF
Current and capital revenue total 

| $22,162,657 In the total expenditures 
g Included Is a sum of $1,830,502 for 
jqaciaptayment relief

"Had It been possible under ex
isting legislation during the last 
fiscal year to do so, Mr. Jones 
shows, this amount would have ben 
capitalized, as Is being done this 
year by every province for unem
ployment purposes. If such an ar
rangement had been brought Into 
effect before April first last, the 
Government's total deficit would 
have been $5,221,078.
The accounts show that the Gov

ernment’s revenue during the fiscal 
year fell below estimates, $5,926,039, 
but at the same time Mr. Jones was 

f able to effect savings In almost all 
"departments of the Government to a 
total of $1,342,000. After providing 
for additional expenditures under 
supplementary estimates making a 
total saving below estimates of 
$1,068,694.

(POSITION IMPROVED
At the same time the Government's 

■position In the present fiscal year, due 
■to drastic economies In every direc
tion, Is vastly Improved over that of 
■the last fiscal year. It Is expected 
■that when the Comptroller General’s 
Report for nine months of the current 

year 1s filed in the House shortly, it 
3ls said that it will show only a small 
3deficit on current account

| NEW FISH 
Rule Not 

[OJK.’d BYB.C.
ISLATURE TO| 

DISCUSS PLAN 
OF OTTAWA

‘Province

•xeetel le Th» Tea Merer I__
- VICTORIA, Feb. 24.—The salmt
■ canning controversy raised in Ottav 
1 a few days ago is to have an airii
■ in the British Columbia legislature.

Jack Loutet, Conservative membei 
for North Vancouver, has filed i 
notice of motion "strongly protest, 
ing" against the Dominion order- 
In-council which was attacked b] 
A. W. Neill and Tom Reid in thi 
House of Commons.
Mr. Loutet’s motion urges the Pr< 

(vincial Government to refuse its cot
■ sent to the new regulations.
| PROVINCE MUST APPROVE 

According to the preamble of M
■ Loutet’s motion, the Meat and Cai
■ ned Foods Act under which the D«
■ minion passed its order-in-council r<
■ quires that alterations in the reguli 
Itions must be approved by the Pri
■ vincial Government to become effe< 
I tive.

I Indication that the resolution hai 
Government backing is contained li 
the statement in the Loutet motion 
that "This Government has nol 
been consulted In regard to or of- 
eially advised of the passage of thli 
amendment."

Loutet’s motion claims that tfc
■ «Hninion order*-in-council, whi
■ ostensibly aimed at ensuring th 
| packing of sound salmon, has the el
■ feet of restricting the fisherman 
I market thus iftectlng the price t 
Imey obtain, and that tt appears t
■ have been passed without a prop*
I understanding of the situation.
| TERMS OF ORDER

■ , T11?, new regulations attacked pro
■ vide that Grade "A" certificates sha, 
(85 toe kaued for fish delivered a
■ the cannery more than 24 hours arte 
1 “ley were caught, unless they wer 
(gutted and Iced Immediately after be 
(ing caught.
1 The Issue appears to constitute i 
l?e,wa ®h*Pter to the feud that ha 
^existed for some years between th 
^Provincial and Dominion ” " ‘
(Department.
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GOV’T
Liberals
Fight For 

TORY
UNIQUE SCENE 
IN THE HOUSE

Imr. jonesfools I
THE SPEAKER
VICTORIA. Feb. 25.—Premier 

Tobnie announced today that G. A. 
Walkem has formally announced 
his withdrawal from support of the 
government.

Mr. Speaker Davie states that Mr. 
Walkem has applied for a seat im
mediately adjacent to the Opposi
tion members, so that he will not 
be included in the government 
forces In the seating plan.

Special le The Vancouver Sun
I VICTORIA. Fet> 25.—The Tolmle

■ Government does not want George A. 
■Walkem, Vanenuvei Conservative 
■member, on the Pu Pile Accounts Com- 
|mittee of the Lega'ature

They made this perfectly plain 
Friday afternoon by lining up their 
supporters to vote solidly against a 
motion adding Mr. Walkem’s name 
to the committee.
Why they don’t wan him was not

■ indicated. J. W Cornett, Conserv
ative whip, suggv.-Aed:

“Mr. Walkem dir: not wi>h to serve
■ on any committee last yèar He is 
lnot here yet ano wt should not act 
I without nis consent ”

“That is all right ‘ said T D. Pat- 
gtullo, Opposition leader, who had
■ moved Mr. Walkem’s name “The
■ honorable member told me he wanted 
|to be on the committee and I agreed 
I to propose him.'
I So the Legislature on' its first busi- 
Iness sitting saw the novel spectacle 
I of the Liberal members voting to put 

Conservative member on the com-
■ mit tee and the Conservative voting to 
Ikcop him off. The division was 29 to
|a.

The whole of the Walkem incident
■ was* not on the surface The usual 
■parliamentary practice in striking 
■committees is for tbr government to 
■decide how many members there shall 
■be on a committee and to notify the 
■opposition that they may propose a 
■certain prpportion. always consider
ably less than 50 j:ei cent This year 
lit was decided to let a committee of 
■member» of both sines go through the 
■motions of select’ng the committees.
Itolmie removes namf.

The special committee met Friday 
■before the House

The government members said that 
■the public account committee was to 
■consist of 15, of whom they had al- 
gready named their own 18 and that 
■the opposition could name five. The 
■Liberals nad five names ready, but 
■when Mr. Walkem s name did not ap- 
Ipear on the Conservative list they 
■dropped Frank MimPhersor of Cran- 
Ibrook, thereby reiucing the number 
■of Liberals to four ,and added Mr. 
■Walkem as an opposition member.
1 But when Premier Tolmle pre

sented the Uet to the House In the 
afternoon Mr. Waikem’s name had 
been removed and Mr. MarPherson’a 
substituted.

J Old-time members say this is the 
I first time in history that they had 
lever known l government U. refuse to
■ allow the opposition to select its own 
■members on a star ding committee. 
|Mr. Walkem, having wltndrawn from
■ the Government caucus, is of course, 
■now an opposition member
■ The only other incident of. the
(afternoon was an effort by Hon. J. W. 
■Jones, finance minister, to make a 
■statement when piesentbvz the------
■ old public accounts He
■ explain that the deceit 
Iwas really only rEA/v
■ $1,830,000 of it was
■ employment relief e:
(cess of the $2,2C'n'
(vision hàd beer

jJECTS GEO. WALKEM!
eats the speaker
Mr. Pattullo to>.K a point of order 

| and Mr. Speaker Davie upheld him 
1 that the ministe • « ould not make a 
I speech. Mr. Joneo, howevei managed 
1 while officially bowing,to the Speak- 
Ber’s ruling, to complete what he had 
g set out to say.

The speeches of H D. Twigg and 
|Capt. James Fitzsimmons mover and 
(seconder of the adaress were as con
's spicuous as the speech from" <*the 
g throne itself for wnat they did not 
loontain.

Their theme was that nobody had 
(yet found a solution for the economic 
(depression and th.it everybody must 
Spull together if British Columbia was 
g to get out of the morass.
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MUNICIPALITIES TOl 
DEMAND NEW DEAL

I LEFT IN DIRE FINANCIAL STRAITS BY 
GOVERNMENT’S MONOPOLY OF TAX 

REVENUE

City Treasurer A. J. Pilkington, 
financial adviser to the City of Van
couver, left for Victoria Sunday 
night to assist in the drafting of 
resolutions for presentation to the 
Union of B. C. Municipalities’ con
vention there Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Other members of the resolutions 
committee traveled by the same 
boat. ~

Most important topics for consid
eration include unemployment re
lief, protests against announced re
ductions in grants to municipalities, 
and various devices to prevent the 
reversion of lands at tax sale.

In addition to Mr. Pilkington, 
Vancouver’s delegates are Aid. Geo.
C. Miller, finance committee chair
man, who plans to leave tonight, 
and Aid. Walter Deptford, who in
tends to go Tuesday night.

By C. NORMAN SENIOR
VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—Municipal! 

problems will dominate Victoria and! 
the Legislative corridors for the| 
present week.

Leaders of the Union of B. C. Muni-1 
cipalities assembled here today from I 
all parts of the province to begin! 
preparation of their drive on the! 
Government. i

For two days the resolutions com
mittee will sit in conference striving 
to put into words the province-wide | 
protest against the government’s : 
continued nibbling away at" munici
pal revenues.
Wednesday and Thursday the whole. I 

Union will sit in convention at the I 
city hall deliberating on the recom-1 
mandations of the committee.

It is planned that the Union execu-y 
3 tlve shall lay the result of its délibéra-'
I tions before the municipal committee 
I of the Legislature and the cabinet on

The two outstanding issues, 
closely inter-related, are:

^ Finances.

Unemployment.

The municipalities are in effect 
| compartments of the Provincial 
1 Government.

Where municipalities have not been 
|«et up the province administers the 
I same functions as are allotted within 
I municipal borders to the local councils 
I and school boards.
I POWERS NOT ADEQUATE

The municipalities are created by 
i Legislature. The Legislature ta

ndis certain re- 
tipon them 

‘ " to dis-

HH
For more than a decade the muni

cipalities have found that their 
nowers were not adequate for the 
discharge of their legal respon
sibilities.
In 1921 Hon. John Hart as Minister 

of Finance recognized this situation 
and, as that was the year in which 
Liquor Control came into being, met 
the situation with a percentage grant 
of liquor profits.

| GRANTS CUT DOWN
This was considered just because in II

ipal men say that the 
which must be settled between the| 
Union and the Legislature this week is 1 
whether local self-government is tot 
be able to survive in British Columbia. | 

If it is, then they claim the province n 
must either give the councils more H 
taxation powers or relieve tfyem of the | 
obligation to maintain education 5 

irvic.es or to provide for the || 
{Unemployed.

LOWER 
INTEREST
RESOLUTION ASKS|| 
FEDERAL GOV’T 

ACTION

the pre-prohibition days license fees 
had been a substantial item of muni* 
cipal revenue. _____

The system of subventions enabled
the municipalities to carry on for a
number of years, but in 1929, when
the Totale Government came In,
the share of liquor profits was cut

In succeeding years the subventions 
I have been periodically diminished and 
(new responsibilities have been thrown 
(on the municipalities.

Last session a heavy load of social 
■service costs was shifted from the 
(provincial to the municipal treasuries.

This year there is a definite pro- 
|posai to curtail the grants in aid of 
(education.

PROMISE NOT KEPT
A year ago upon the sugegstion of 

tiayor A. Wells Gray of New West- 
ninster, secretary of the Union and a 

(Liberal member of the Legislature, the 
rovemment definitely promised a 

•ound-table conference with the 
municipalities for the purpose of 

[realigning the distribution of taxation 
owers on a basis more equitable to 
he municipalities.
That promise has not been ftept.
On the contrary, without any con- 

[ imitation, the Minister of Education 
| has definitely committed himself to 
| a further raid on the municipalities 
| by his reduced education grants.

The past years has seen several 
municipalities collapse under the

Special to The Vancouver Sun

VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—A resolution 
calling upon the Dominion Govern
ment to devise a plan for the scaling 
down of interest rates on Federal, 
Provincial and Municipal borrowings 
was presented to the Legislature to
day by E. C. Carson, member for 
Lillooet.

The preamble asserts that only 
Federal action can be satisfactory 
and asserts that “The Government 
of British Columbia will not at
tempt alone under any circum
stances to modify its contractional 
obligation.’’
Considerable interest attaches to the 

probable fate of the resolution. T.
D. Pattullo, Opposition leader, recent
ly advocated reduction of Interest 
rates and Hon. J. W. Jones, finance 
minister, said the province would not 
initiate action but would wait on 
Dominion development.

It has not appeared whether Mr. 
Pattu'lo v ouid advocate separate ac
tion by the province, but the de
bate on Mr. Carson’s resolution will 
probably bring out his ideas on that

Tax Penalties to 
Be Lightened

■ strain and go into the hands of re- 
I ceivers or commissioners.
I ON VERGE OF COLLAPSE

Others are on the verge of such a 
I collapse and even in the metropolitan !
■ city of Vancouver the civic budget is 
| so unbalanced as to have created 
| grave alarm.
I RELIEF ADDS TO PROBLEM

The incidence of unemployment re- 
( lief costs on municipal finances has 
g made a bad situation worse.

Care of the indigent has always I 
(been a municipal problem, but no such 

5 collapse as that of the 
1 trvM

VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—Revision of 
penalties and Interest charges on 
municipal land taxes this year to give 
relief to taxpayers is a practical cer
tainty, according to indications of 
opinion on the matter.

In addition to a flood of applicat
ions from British Columbia munici
palities along this line, the Premier 
h?.s circularized municipal councils" 
to nain information on the subject.; 
with a view to placing it before the, 
municipal committee of the Legisla
ture. 4
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PATTULLO OPENS ATTACK ON
LIBERALS WOULD 

SPEED SESSION
! SUGGESTION IGNORED IN VICTORIA AD 

MINISTRATION’S DETERMINATION TO 
CLING TO PARTY LINES

By C. NORMAN SENIOR 
VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—The Legisla

ture begins its first working week this 
afternoon with a speech by T. D. 
Pattullo, Opposition Leader.

While the general public Is un
doubtedly looking more to next 
summer’s election than to the pres
ent session of the House for any
thing in the way of statesmanlike 
handling of the economic crisis, the 
Legislature has Its job to do and 
there is no escape from it.
Mr. Pattullo has formally offered to 

facilitate the despatch of business so 
that the election may be held at the 
earliest possible moment, but the of
fer has been ignored in so far as any 
practical negotiations are concerned. 
CLING TO PARTY LINES 

j ; The Government showed Friday in 
Æ its attitude to the Walkem episode 

that the ordinary party line are to 
be rigidly observed.

The Opposition Leader’s task to- 
! day is therefore by no means a pie as - 
I ant one.

!j The rtcord of the administration 
m during the 10 months’ recess must be 
“reviewed in relation to the problems 
that are ahead.
•COGESTIONS UNWARRANTED 

Past experience has shown that con
structive or any other kind of sug
gestions from the Opposition are not 
wanted and it is unlikely that very 

.much of that sort of thing will be 
| attempted this session.

The enlv Diace left for review
ing policy Is the hustings, where the . 
public themselves will have a chance h 
to give their verdict.
Meantime the political situation is 

complicated by the advent of the 
Bowser forces In the field.
THE BOWSER DRIVE

The old Conservative leader, who 
has refused to co-operate with Prem
ier Tolmie, has gathered his old 
"Bowser machine” around him and 
with tiie support of a number of 
members of the older generation is 

: launching his new party this week.
A meeting is to be held in Victoria 

on March 2 at which Mr. Bowser is 
to speak

It is understood that this meeting 
"to take the somewhat humorous 
form of request to Mr. Bowser to re
turn to public life to “save the Prov
ince.”
VANCOUVER MEETINGS 

Since he has already notified a 
group of a dozen of leading Vancou
ver business men that he intends to 
re-enter the lists and form a party 

! there will be nothing shy about his 
| acceptance.
! The first public meeting at which 

Mr. Bowser Is to address himself 
to the public at large win be held 
In Vancouver on March 10 In the 

, Vancouver Theatre.
J The backbone of Mr. Bowser'sîïffiîïwhJh old, ',Bowwr ma- 
4 chine which has maintained a black
B JJ* f<* Tears of those who threw 
g down the "old chief” in 1924.

iver^iue^6 1)6611 vowln8 vengeance

I TORY PARTIES 
The «fata has enabled them to l

J* a somewhat I 
irtTir’ m fundamental fact | toe spilt in the J

matching the 
with lively enjoyment.

' tw® Tory parties in the 
ey flggre their already ex- 

** toe next eiec- 
► raM to a practical eer-

„to*T attending to 
T to the Legislature.

» task of achlev- ; 
f results with the 

, s? top member» J ► their duty in the

CAIRO’S
BILL

HEALERS SEEK 
LEGISLATIVE 

STATUS
By Canadian Brew

VICTORIA, Feb. 27.—Another ef
fort will be made at this session to 

^ pass legislation giving chropractors 
f and drugless physicians a status in- 
• dependent of the medical profession.

The struggle for ecognition has been 
’ waged for several years by the com- 
; blned organizations endeavoring to 

govern examinations through a board 
of their own.

This year, however, Chiropractors 
will have a Bill of ther own and 
Drugless Physicians will endeavor to 
have legislation passed giving them 
recognition.
Members of the Legislature are be

ing circularized by the B. C. Chiro
practor Association, giving notce that 
that body does not wish to be asso
ciated with any Bill Introduced by the 
Drugless Physicians, and will present 
a Bill of its own.

Last year two votes were taken In 
one day on similar Bills and in each 
case were defeated by one.

i
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i.C. DEBT INCREASED BY 13 MILLIONS!
ALL-TIME RECORD 

IN DEFICITS
| REVENUE 22 MILLIONS, EXPENDITURES 

35 MILLIONS—HOW JONES BUDGET 
ESTIMATES MISSED MARK

By C. NORMAN SENIOR

venues were $28,000,000. Actual

VICTORIA, Peb. 27.—Detailed ex- 
lamination of the public accounts, 
■tabled In the Legislature Friday, by 
■Hon. J. W. Jones, finance minister, 
[shows that the total government ac- 
| tual. expenditure for the year was 
| $35,483,324.
| Full details of how every dollar was 
| spent are shown in the public ac- 
|counts. These expenditures are aside 
[from refinancing operations of bond 
[Issues. i

In addition to the $29,214,217 of 
leurrent expenditures, the government 
[spent $0,268,607 chargeable to capital 
iccount, viz., to various loan acts.

This Is not, however, an all- 
time record. In the previous year 
the Tolmie Government spent as 

| follows:
Current .................... $29,099,964
Loan Acts .............. $10,058,580

Total .........................  $39,158,544
The deficit of $7,051,560 on current 

[account Is, however, British Colum
n's all time record. The previous 

bear’s deficit of $4,819,261 was the 
[biggest achievement In red Ink en

fles to which any provincial govern- 
nen had hitherto attained, but Mr. 

[lopes has far over-leaped that im- 
wessive total.

The net result of the year’s oper- 
I atlons in the first year of Jones 
| financing, was to Increase the debt 
| of the province by $13,321,167. That 
I Is the amount by which the revenue 
I of $22,162,657 falls short of the 
1 combined current and capital ex- 
| pendltures of more than 35 millions.

IT CAME FROM
The accounts present an Interesting 

"tidy of how the government ob- 
1 Its authority to spend $35,450,- 

[000 In a year for which the official 
budget was only $28,080,000.

Current expenditures were increased 
by supplementary estimates and sta
tutory provisions by more than $1,- 
000,000, so that the 1931 budget' It
self was never really balanced. Of 
the $6,268,000 expended under 
authority of loan acts, only $4,400,- 
000 came out of the 1931 loan acts. 
The rest was scraped up out of un
expended balances from old loan 
acts.

Thus, $625,000 was advanced to the 
P. G. E. to cover its deficit. This 
money was raised under Premier J. 
D. Maclean's 1928 P.G.E. loan act, 
which was brought In for the pur
pose of completing the line from 
Quesnel to Prince George.

The Tolmie Government found that 
by a little stretching the wording of 
the act could be construed to allow 
the use of this money for any re
placements or renewals of right-of- 
ways, bridges, or équipement and has 
been doing so year after year, there
by concealing the amount of the an
nual P.G.E. deficits.
14 SPECIAL WARRANTS

A big item In the over-expenditure 
was the special warrants. Altogether 
14 special warrants were obtained 
from the Lieutenant-Governor during 
the year for a total of $2,278,070; of 
which, however, only $1,629,944 was 
spent during the fiscal year. Un
employment relief took $1,566,811 of 
this.

A curious feature of the accounts 
Is that unemployment relief expendi
tures are charged up to three dif
ferent headings. Over *$400,000 Is 
charged to the Provincial Secretary’s 
department. Another $495,000 Is 
charged to the Public Works Depart
ment, and the remainder Is charged 
to capital account.

Following Is a complete list of 
the special warrants for the year 

>1931-32.

£gv<
revenues were a little over $22.000,000 

There Is, as a rule, little difficulty

calculating probable revenues. The 
budget Is made up at the end of ap* 
fiscal year and the preceding year’s 
curve Is an indication whether reve
nues will go up or down In the coming 
year. But the following tabulation 
shows how much Mr. Jones was out.

Taking a number of the most im
portant sources of revenue the es
timate presented in the budget Is 
shown In one column and the actual 

>collection In the other:
Estimated

Game Act .......................................................................$ 215,000
Liquor Act .......................................................................  4,500,000
Companies Branch ........................................................ 125,000
Land Registry fees.......................................................... 375,000
Motor Vehicle Act—

Registration fees  ..................................... 265,000
Motor licenses ......................................................   2,155,000
Chauffeurs' licenses .................................................. 25,000

Amusement tickets ....................... '............................... 220,000
Gasoline tax ..........!.......................................................  1,950,000
Income and personal property tax .............................  6,500,000
Real property tax .................................*......................  1,575,000
Wild land, coal and timber lands............................... 700,000
Mineral tax ..................................  500,000
Poll tax ..............................   150,000
Succession duties .......................................................... 750,000
Races tax ....................................................................... 185,000
Fishing and canning licenses ...................   175,000
Land sales ..............................................................  200,000
Timber licenses ............................................................ 1,040,000
Timber royalties ............................................................ 2,025,000

Actual 
$ 179,702 

3,421,841 
67,471 

270,000

140,569 ||_
1.818.493 DÈS 

25,875
171,522 

1,748,742 
5,523,781 
1,431,316 

544.280 
77,524 
83,375 

. 410,720 
169,097 

93,623 
131,825 
735,528

1.146.493

y--: Æ

ANOTHER BIG DEFICIT 
A year ago Mr. Jones at last took 

cognizance of the downward curve In g|g 
revenues and estimated In his budget 
for revenues of only $24,843,000. But 
the public accounts now show that 
the actual decline for the preceding 
year had outstripped him.

Last March he estimated revenues Lgspr; 
greater by $2,700,000 than the pre- 
ceding year had yielded. During the 
current year the depression curve has jgl 
continued Its downward trend, so that P®
It Is doubtful If revenues for this 
year will reach $20,000,000.

Hence, it Is obvious that another § 
big deficit Is In the offing for the I 
year which ends on March 31, 1933,1 
but the politically-minded will tell I 
you that Mr. Jones and his colleagues I 
of the Tolmie cabinet are not likely I 
to be in the House to give the of- | 
flclal explanation next session.

---------- —

SPECIAL WARRANTS
Authorized

[Bureau of Markets Information ...............................$ 5,000
|To Vancouver, for special constables ..................... 17,952
■ Auto accident claims (Labor Dept.) ......................... 9,386
| Grant to B. C. Lumber & Shingle Manufacturers’

Association ..........................................................
|P. G. E. Land Survey ....................................................
lone month’s salary to R. Ross Napier, In lieu of

notice .......................................................................I Unemployment direct relief, provincial share (Pro-
I vinclal Secretary) .................................................. 250,000
I Unemployment direct relief, provincial share (Pro

vincial Secretary) .................................................. 350,000
[Heating engineer ............................................................
| Grant to Auto Club of B.C............................................
■ Grant to Southern Interior Light Sc Power Co. ..
I Provincial share municipal works, 'unemployment

relief (P.W.D.) .................................................... 500,000
I Provincial share unemployment relief (P.W.D.).. 112,500
I Unemployment relief municipal works, municipal

share advanced by province (capital account) 1,000,000

17,000
12

300

2,920
2,000

11,000

J FOUR MILLIONS FOR RELIEF « 
The total amount spent on un- 

mployment relief during the fiscal 
_,ear ending last March was $4,146,- 
[335, of which $619,645 constituted 

technically an advance to the muni
cipalities to cover shares of the cost 

-chargeable to municipal coffers. The 
■expenditure for the government’s own 
■legal share of the cost was $3,526,- 
■689, of which $1,134,210 was the pro- 
1 vinclal government's share of munl- 
Iclpal relief and $2,392,479 the govem- 
■ment's own outside relief.
I An Interesting commentary on the 
■government’s expenditure policy Is 
■that although by March, 1931, when 
■the budget was presented, the world 
■was well into the second year of the 
■depression, the total of ordinary ex
penditures authorized by the budget, 
1 was $28,080,000. This was added to 
1 before the session’s end by supple- 
Imentaries and statutory authorlz- 
mtany. vf;
■how EXPENDITURES ROSE 
I Actually, the J
I $29,214,217, of 
I made up of 
[raised

$2,278,070

i SP1l525 
17,952 
9,386

17,000
12

200,920 I
249,993 B 

2,858
2,000 U 

11,000 fi

407,345 H 
88,908 J

619,645 I

$1,629,944 I

2 TAXES 
IN 1 YEAR

NEW INCOME LEVY SB 
DECLARED "SMART 

PRACTICE”

together aside from relief, was, there
fore, $27,646,406.

Total expenditures In the last 
year of thé Liberal regime, accord
ing to a tabulation In the volume 
tabled In the House Friday, by Mr. 
Jones, were only $21,859,577.
Total expenditures for each of the || 

fiscal years ending on March 31, J 
of the years Indicated were as fol» 
lows:

March 31, 1928 .........$21,859,577
March 31, 1929 ....... 24,596,393
March 31, 1930 ....... 26,219,156
March 31, 1931   29,099,964
March 31, 1932 ....... 29,214,217
Even allowing that $1,566,600 of 

the last year’s expenditures were 
due to the Increased unemploy
ment, the extent by which ordinary 
expenditures last year exceeded the 
normal pre-Tolmie rate was close 
to $6,000,000.
When Mr. Jones presented his 1931 I 

budget It was ostensibly balanced at | 
$28,000,000. although later supplé
mentaires upset the balance by 1

VICTORIA, Feb. 28.--Smart prac
tice for contriving to collect two In
come taxes within one fiscal year was 
charged against Hon. J. W. Jones, 
Finance Minister, in the Legislature 
Monday by T D. Pattullo.

Taxpayers all over the province are 
making income tax returns today.

Payments must accompany these 
returns.

Last year the returns were made 
on March 31 and payment was due 
in June.
The fiscal year begins on April 1 

and ends on March 31.
Hence Mr. Jones is bolstering his 

accounts for the current year, ac
cording , to the opposition leader, 
by collecting two years’ income tax 
In one year.
Mr. Pattuilo declared that this 

piece of slick ness was on a par woth 
the whole financial methods of the 
present minister. n

Town Planning Act 
Amendment

VICTORIA, Feb. 28.—The amend-1 
i ment to the Town Planning Act in-1 
I troduced by Attorney General Pooley | 
| received second reading Monday.

The amendment empowers coun- 
| cils to select a chairman when the I 
J mryor or reeve 1» unable to be pres-1 
\ ent. I

Mayors and reeves are ex-official [ 
j chairmen of town planning commis- [ 

fiions and during the Illness of Mayor [ 
i L. D. Taylor of Vancouver last year.f 
! It was Impossible to call a meeting of 

i board. ’ '



ruary

PROBLEMS’
T. D. Pattullo

B.C. MUST SOLVE
What Mr. Pattullo protested against 

was the official doctrine laid down in 
the Speech from the Throne that 
British Columbia must rely on the 

courage and fortitude of the people 
and let the situation work itself out.

WAITING
Policy

SCORED
LIBERAL PLAN 

OF ACTION

■ HOUSE DIVIDES 
33 TO 11

NOTHING TO OFFER
“Our population is in dire distress

- and it behooves this Legislature to be
- up and doing,” he declared.

“This Government has nothing to 
offer and it lacks either the courage i or the decency to go to the country 
and face the issue.

“What are our three or four thou
sand boys and girls coming out of 
school each year going to do? What 

; Is going to be done with the 7000 
young men scattered in camps 
throughout the province?”
Mr. Pattullo outlined to the House 

his own suggestions.

SOUGH
s/

Li:

Special to The Vancouver Sun
VICTORIA, Feb. 28.—Liberal opin

ion refuses to subscribe to the propo
sition that nothing can be done to re
lieve the present economic distress.

This was the stand taken by T. D. 
Pattullo, Opposition leader. Monday 
afternoon in his first speech of the 
Legislative session.

He quoted the Speech from the 
Throne, plaintively leaning on the 
“courage and fortitude of the people.”

“I entirely disagree with this pol
icy of Impotent waiting,'’ he de
clared. "There is much that can 
be done and must be done—even 
within provincial jurisdiction.”

Mr. Pattullo enumerated some of 
the measures that could be adopted to 
restore the purchasing power of the 
people, co-ordinate the industrial ac
tivity of the province, and arrest the 
decline In morale of the victims of 
unemployment.

With this background, the Opposi
tion leader placed the Legislature on 
record on the question as to whether 
a Government confessing Its impo
tence shall be allowed to continue in 
office.

He alluded to the expressions of 
dissatisfaction by Conservative mem
bers outside the House and urged them 
to adopt their own advice, to eschew 
politics, and vote in the sense of their 
own utterances.

1 RESPONSE NIL
I Not a man responded. The inde- 
i pendencte exhibited outside the House 
\ oozed away.

William Dick, G. A. Walkem, J. 
H. Beatty and all the others from 

; whom an independent course of ac- 
I tion had been indicated lined up 
! under the watchful eye of Premier 

Tolmie and voted their confidence 
' In his administration.

Mr. Pattullo’s motion was brief. It 
I merely asserted that the Government 
j had administered affairs unwisely and 
Iso as to meet with public disapproval. 
I It was technically a want of confi- 
I dence motion, the passage of .which 
I would have defeated the Government 
8 and forced an election.

The Government’s full normal fol- 
I lowing voted it down by 33 to 11.

The galleries were crowded to hear 
I Mr. Pattullo’s analysis of the govem- 
I mental situation and he gave them 
I food for thought.

The two main portions of his speech 
I were a detailed review of the particu- 
I lars in which the present Government 
I had gone wrong and his outline of 
I measures for reconstructing the eco- 
I nomic strength of the country.
I TOLMIE SPEAKS TODAY

PATTULLO’S SUGGESTIONS 
They included:

1—Useful public works at a reason
able wage. “I am flatly opposed

,< to the present dole method of re
lief,” he declared.

| 2—Placing as many people as pos
sible on the land. “If the scheme 
to be advanced by the Minister of 
Lands this session is a feasible 
policy I shall be glad to sup
port it.”

[i 3—Government leadership in the 
civic drives such as those in Van
couver and Victoria to get citizens 
to pledge work. “This is better 
than a permanent tax for a dole; 
the people get something in re
turn for their money.”

: - 4—Shorter working hours and a 
shorter working week. Large in
dustries in United States were al
ready doing this and one in Can
ada had begun, he said.

I 5—Establishment of a National Eco
nomic Council to co-ordinate in
dustrial activity and improve 
distribution. “There should be 
scientists, industrialists, econom
ists, labor representatives and so-

IJ called politicians on the council,”
he said. "Whether the Dominion 
acts or not I would certainly set 
up such a council in B. C.”

1®—Refunding of debts at lower rates 
of interest.

"We must use the collective power 
if the people through the agency of 
Government,” stated Mr. Pattullo in 
umming up his whole program. “It 

* is up to Provincial and Dominion Gov
ernments to collaborate.”

VICTORIA, 
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JWHERE WILL YOU GET 
gTHE MONEY?’

"Where will you get the money?” a 
pMinister asked With reference to the 
^public works scheme.

“We must use the national credit,” 
replied Mr. Pattullo.

„._j “The province can’t do that,” re- 
plied the Minister,

HS "The Dominion

PMMier Tolmie is to reply today, 9 
--* Mr. Pattullo, recalling that the 1 

had announced his intention I 
ling a Union or Non - Party jj 
ment, called upon him to an- ti 

ir these questions:
4 are the measures that the 
: has In mind, which should 
’ 1 Into effect and which he 

n only be carried Into ef- 
i Non-Party administration? 

are these measures that 
1 put into effect with his 
e majority In the present 
i has the courage to try? 

i name these measures. If I 
hy measures they will be 

this side of the House 
J Into any Union Govern- i 

, in opposition know the I

The Dominion lent the C.P.R. a 
million and a half without inter
est—”

"To create work,” interrupted a 
Conservative.

“Certainly, to ^create work,’* re
plied the Opposition leader. “Why 
can’t it lend the province money 
without Interest to create Work?”

“Try It,” scoffed Hon. J. W. Jones.
"Certainly, I’ll try it and if it 

doesn’t succeed I’ll try something 
else,” declared Mr. Pattullo. "We’re 
going to handle this problem when 
we get in.’’
Mr. Pattullo issued a word of warn

ing to "those who have.”
If they do not acquiesce In a pro

gressive and enlightened program to 
see that the great mass of the people 
have a decent and comfortable stand
ard of living they will never them
selves experience security in what 
they have, he asserted.

“No injustice to those who have is 
intended,” he said. "This is the only
stive13”by Whlch they CBn save them-

i not i

! EDUCATION PROBLEM
I In the course of his address Mr. 
i Pattullo gave incidental mention to 
fl several other questions.
| “Some say we have too many edu- 
! cational facilities,” he said. “But 
| those who are fighting for less educa- 
% j-l0n are fighting a losing battle. It 
■ need””’ DOt le88’ ettocation that we

He criticized the Province news 
paper for its “ridiculing and blud
geoning” of public men who would 
not bow to its will. Many good men 
in private life would not enter pub
lic life and face that barrage, he 
said
Thus the Province newspaper was 

defeating the very object it sought to 
serve and was feeding ammunition to 
those who preached doctrines subver
sive of all orderly government.

The only other business of the day 
was the second reading of a small Bill 
to enable municipal and city councils 
to name an alternate to represent the 
reeve or mayor on a town-planning 
commission when the chief magistrate 
was unable to attend. Jack Loutet 
suggested, also, that when a munici 
pality went into the hands of an ad 
minlstrator, the administrator should 
be given power to sit on town-plan
ning and similar commissions.
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LIEUI.-OOVKRNOK J. W. FORDHAM JOHNSON

Februaryur

SSION OF PRESEI
LEGISLATURE STARTS

jCrowds Watch Ceremony 
Opening Final Meeting! 
Of House Named In 1928

Interest Keen In 
Proceedings To-day

Representative Audience; 
Hears Lieut.-Governor Read 

Speech From Throne

Prospects of Early Election 
in Spotlight as B.C. Mem

bers Gather

' I gT^àrns*riV lïÔNbR

Opening of a session of the 
British Columbia Legislature 
that will play a part in the 
political history of the pro
vince was witnessed by 
thousands of people in Vic
toria when Lieut.-Governor 
Fordham Johnson came 
from Government House to 
the Legislative Chamber 
this afternoon at 3 o’clock 
to read the Speech from-the 
Throne at the final session 
of the Tolmie Government 
which was swept into office 
in July, 1928.
The session is expected to be 

memorable one lor several reasons. Asp 
an election Is not anticipated until the 11 
summer, the government will have held!; 
to office to practically the last dayt 
of its vterm. It will possibly mark a g 
change of leadership of a party ln| 
power ahd possibly the launching of; 
a new union government party. 
INTEREST KEEN 

The Interest shown In the ceremony 1 
to-day equalled that shown at any g 
similar occasion. Naval and military 1 
officers and men and the band of the a 
16th Canadian Scottish lent color tof 
the proceedings, the feather bonnet* | 
bright tunics, tartans and kilts of the| 
Scot» providing the brIghtMt touch.1 

There was 'ho mounted escort aa| 
last year but a dozen mounted pro-| 
vlnclal police were on duty at the| 
Parliament Buildings. f

His Honor was accompanied by Mrs.1 
Fordham Johnson and Mrs. Hobart a 
Molson with Major Seldon Humphreys g 
and Capt. W. Hobart Molson as per-1 
sonal aides and Lleut.-Commander A.* 
S Wurtele. R.CN. and Lleut.-Col. A. b 
V. Tremaine as aides. He was preceded | 
to the building, tçr a |
cycle police. Naval and military aide* |
and his private secretary, A. **- u 
balm, escorted him.

Two guards of honor saluted him as | 
he walked along the pathway to the \ 
entrance of the building. One was com- : 
posed of men of the Royal Canadian ; : 
Navy under Lleut.-Commander F. G. j a 
Hart, R.C.N., and A. H. Baker. Gun- j 
ner. R.C.N., second in command, 
and the other men of the First Bat- | 
talion, Canadian Scottish under Capt.
8. Robertson. .Lieut. F. Cabeldu and 
Lieut. C. E. Wightman.
SALUTE BOOMS OUT *

Eighteen pound guns of the 58th i:>: 
Battery, Canadian Field Artillery, L* 
manned by men under Capt. R. B. B 
Ker and Second Lieuts. C. W. Barker :. 
and P. Ridgeway Wilson boomed a f 
filteen round salute as His Honor j 
reached the buildings.

As His Honor took the salute the 16th j 
Canadian Scottish Band played a few 
bars of "God Save the King" and he r; 
then proceeded to Inspect the guard ■; 
of honor drawn up on the driveway k 
In front of the Parliament Buildings, k 
the naval detachment being Inspected p: 
first.
CROWDS AT T *TILDINGS 

Crowds lined the Causeway and ; 
streets around the Parliament Build- [•! 
lngs to get a view of the proceedings, f 
Inside the legislative chamber every | 
seat that could be placed on the floor j 
was occupied and the galleries were J 
filled. Members of the church and bar 
of British Columbia and many leading 
citizens of Victoria and Vancouver 

f^lwere among the big company.
After he had inspected the guards,

His Honor, preceded by his aides and 
followed by his private secretary, 
walked up the steps at the entrance 
to the rotunda and was there greeted 
by Premier? Tolmie and Mr. Speaker 
Davie. Aftei the usupl formality of the! 
Sergeant-at-Arms arising that every
thing was In readiness he proceeded to 
the dais to read the King’s Speech 
followed by the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
carrying the mace, the Premier and the 
Speaker. Uniformed officers of the 
army and the navy lined the legisla
tive chamber.

After reading the speech His Honor’s H 
party, with his aides and followed by 
the officers taking part in the pro
ceedings left the chamber and the first 
day of the B.C. Legislature closed. 
OFFICERS ATTENDING 

Officers In attendance follow. Navy: 
Commander V. G. Brodeur, R.C.N., com
mander In charge of Esquimalt Naval 
Barracks, Lleut.-Comn&ander W. J. R. 
Beech, R.C.N., Lleut.-Commander H. R. 
Tingley, R.O.N., Lieut.-Commander H.
W. S. Soulsby, R.C.N., Paymaster Lieut.- 
Commander H. G. Oswln, R.N., Shlp-i 
iwflght Lieut. C. H. Brown, R.C.N. and 
^ leut. T. H. Evans, R.C,~~

Army': Brigadier J. Sutherland Brown* 
C.M.G., DB.O.. Officer CO 

; Military District No. 11, Col.
Foster, D.8.O., VS.. A.D.C., O.C. 28r€ 
Infantry Brigade. Col. D. B Martyn. 
DS.O.. M.C., Lleut.-Col. E. W. Pope. 
C.M.O.. Lleut.-Col C E Ball. V.D., 
Lleut.-Col. T. B. Monk, V.D. Lleut.-Col. 
R. G. Parkhurst, M.C., OC. Vancouver 
Regiment, Major W Bapty, ADC- 
Major W. H. Dabble. DB G.. Major J. 
N. Gibson, Major J. Gordon Smith, 
M.C., Major W. A. R. Hadley. Major 
J. R. Kingham. Major H. M. Reynolds, 
Major K. A. McLennan, Major E. C. G 
Chambers, Major A. J. Gray, Major 
R. O. G. Morton, Major G. B. Howard, 
Major V. O. F. Barton. Major H. R. W. 
Allan. Major H. L. Rose. Major C. ft, 
Gonnason. Major M. A. Kent, 
McNaughton, Capt. S. R. Bowden; 
Capt. R. E. A. Dlespecker. Capt. D. A 
McNaughton . Capt. 8. R. Bo 
Lieut. H. L. Leverin. Lieut. W. V. 
Allen. Lieut. H. T. Thistle and Lieu 
C. G. Evans.

Opened B.C. Legislature To-day
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ax Relief Scheme
onsent Of House 
Needed To Effect 

Plan On Arrears

SPEECH FROM 
THE THRONE!

iclflc

Dominion-wide Relief Policy 
Will Continue in British Co

lumbia, His Honor Says

City’s Legislative Group En- 
. dorses Proposal to Give 

Five-year Postponement on 
All Arrears of Property 
Taxes to End of Last Year

{HOW IT WORKS
To illustrate how the plan would 

Iwork, the following case may be cited, 
lof a man paying a tax bill of $100 a

If he were In arrears for 1032 on his 
tax account and tendered payment in 
April, he would pay $100, plus the pen
alty of $8, plus 8 per cent Interest for 
(three months, a total of $110.16. Fur-

Twigg and Fitzsimmons Will 
Move and Second Reply 

to Speech

OVE MADE TO 
AID TAXPAYERS

[Requires Amendment to the 
Municipal Act at Present 
Session of Legislature; 
Union of B.C. Municipali
ties to Hear of Plan

thermore, if he was unable to meet his 
■ 1933 taxes before the due date, this 
^account would be subject to the 8 per 
jcent penalty, causing him o suffer to 
jthe extent of $18.16.

Under the relief scheme. If he tend
ered his tax payment on the same date 
!he would pay $100 as his current taxes, 
plus 6 per cent interest on the arrears 

.for three months, a total of $101.62. 
jin addition he would escape any pen- 

, ally on the current tax bill, an actual 
saving of $16.52.

HBprevexts saler#

Plans for » postponement of 
payments on civic tax arrears up 
to the end of 1932, amounting to 
a virtual five-year moratorium on 
the accounts now outstanding, 
were advanced another step yes
terday when the legislative com
mittee of the City Connell ap
proved the scheme.
The plan will require the sanction

9 of the Legislature and since the city 
B will apply to make it operative 
ithrough an amendment to the Mu- 
gnicipal Act. It would become province- 

In its scope.
At Its convention next week the 

Union of B.C. Municipalities will be 
to endorse the proposal.

Ibelief for taxpayers
As a relief measure for taxpayers. 

Kthe plan has two main features; It 
^provides an opportunity for an owner 
' ‘,to prevent his home going to tax sale 

iand to escape payment of penalties 
Ion his current tax accounts. A third 
clause lowers the Interest rate on 

Q arrears from 8 to 6 per cent.
As applied to arrears, prior to the 

of 1932, It would be effective for, 
five years, from 1933 to 1937 inclusive. 
| The legislation sought by the citypro- 
B vides that where a taxpayer meets his
■ current tax bill plus Interest on his
■ arrears the property will not be liable
■ for tax sale during the five-year period.
jjjML'ST PROTECT HOMES

“A study of tax arrears, based on a 
■ survey Just completed by the city 
treasury, reveals that a move along 

lines Is essential to protect the 
ss of our people,” Mayor Leemlug 
this morning in commenting oum 

nUn. “Three classes of tax paying 
. J have beeti heavily hit by the 
nomte dépression and mtist be 

ded relief, otherwise they will all 
1 back to the city. These types ef 
erty are: Vacant land, businefcsl 

lldlngs, and small homes under tho 
'vO assessment class, all of which 

a large Increase In the perceut- 
“ unpaid taxes.”

of the unfortunate features of 
taxation system which imposes a 

dshlp on the person who goes be- 
L with his tax bills is the 8 per cent 

applied to enforce payment 
^interest, also payable at 6 per 

while a person may be 
re one year's taxes from year 
len he once gets behind he 
- raying the penalty and 

the proposed scheme,
. Î" accePted on the 

t bUl. instead of the arrears 
he would thus escape a 

. The interest rate on the 
------ would also be ré-

It would give even greater relief to 
‘ jtho man who Is two years In arrears 

'and whose property Is due to go to 
or sale.
On a $100 property, for which 1931 

taxes are not paid, the owner would 
have to pay $118.80 In April of this 
year in order to clear up the two-year- 
jold account. He would still have an 
outstanding balance of $108, plus In
terest, for 1932 and would suffer the 
penalty on his 1933 account. In ad
dition he would be faced with the 
problem of saving his property from 
tax sale In the following year, 

j Under the relief plan, his payment 
jin April this year would be $100 for 
Ithe current account, plus six per cent 
Interest on his arrears, $9.72, a total 
payment of $109.72, and a saving of 
$9.08, besides the easing of his burden 
In keeping the property from sale foi; 
taxes. His liability would also be rc- 
jduced to the extent of two per cent 
ion the Interest charge.

The provisions of the scheme make 
It essential, of course, that an owner 
must meet his current tax bill, In 
order to take advantage of the scheme. 
Where this Is not done the moratorium 
Is Ineffective.
EFFECT ON COLLECTIONS 

As far as the reverse effect Of the 
plan on civic tax collections Is con
cerned. this matter has been given 
véry careful study and the authorities 
believe It will stimulate tax payments.

Legislative action to put the post
ponement Into effect Is necessary be
cause the Municipal Act, section 243, 
subsection 3, now provides that all 
payments of taxes must be applied to 
the oldest accounts, in other words a 
property owner may not pay current 
taxes before his arrears are wiped out. 
The amendment proposed by the city 
would make this clause non-operative 
where a taxpayer accepts the condi
tions of the moratorium plan.

The government’s policy In meet- 
the problem of unemployment was 
dealt with In the Speech from the 
Throne delivered by Lieutenant- 
Governor Johnson at the opening 
of the British Columbia Legisla
ture this afternoon.
His Honor "ârew attention to the fact 

that prices and sales terms on crown 
lands reverted for taxes had been re
vised to make It easy for them to be 
occupied by settlers. Until such times 
as conditions Improve the Dominion- 
wide regulations for unemployment re
lief would continue as far as British 
Columbia's needs were concerned. The 
province was endeavoring to create 
more employment by expanding the 

.^markets for Its products.
The speech mentioned British Co

lumbia's long standing claim for better 
terms had been placed before the Do
minion Government.

Forecast of legislation referred to the 
8Public Schools Act, Vital Statistics Act, 

Mineral Act and Placer Mining Act. 
Absence of reference to other antici
pated legislation does not, however, 
mean that It may not be brought 
down.

H.-D< -TuMgg, Victoria, will open the 
Ispeechm'àklng by moving the address 
in reply to the Speech. Capt. J. Fltz-

Coast, like all others, were af- 
3 footed by economic conditions and cur-f! 
tallment of markets. It is encouraging, f 

{however, to note that, while total deep- \. 
jsea shipments from the North Pacific K 
■ dropped still further In 1932, those]? 
"from British Columbia Increased by 10 F 
a per cent and the trade within ther 
i empire Increased 69 per cent over 1931, [ 
' clue very largely to the trade-extension § 
iwork conducted Jointly by my gov-1 
•jernment and the timber interests, and! 
but for which a considerable further! 

I curtailment In operations and employ- B 
ment would have followed.

{GOLD

"S'

isimmons, Kalso-Slocan will second It, 
The Speech from the Throne Is as 

, follows;
[ "Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
Legislative Assembly:

! "I welcome you to the Fifth Session 
of the Seventeenth Parliament of Brit
ish Columbia.

"The year 1932 has been an eventful 
‘one in the history of Canada and this 
province. The outstanding event of the 
[year has been the Imperial Economic 
Conference at Ottawa, where a new 
policy of intense significance to the 

! future of the world trade was adopted. 
[As a result of the agreements entered 
Into, Canada has been given preference 
on her primary products, which should 
result in great benefits to her. 

"During the year, this province was 
onored by a visit from His Excellency 

[the Right Honourable the Earl of Bess- 
borough, Governor-General of Canada, 
and his gracious consort, the Countess 
'of Bessborough.

'As forecast last year, the first Brit
ish Columbia Government lnspectlonal 
jtour. organized by the Agent-General 

if this province in London and fin- 
lanced by those participating in the 

iur, resulted In a representative party 
[leaving Liverpool toward the end of 
May, 1932, for a tour of the Dominion, 
a special itinerary being arranged for

"Adverse economic conditions have B 
emphasized the possibilities for useful B 
and profitable employment In the de-8 
velopment of our mineral resources. B 
While It Is true that the low level 1 
of base-metal world prices has re-| 
tar ded that branch of the industry, the# 
province, it Is becoming ever more ap- 
parent, possesses Important and as yetti 
undeveloped gold resources, both ln§ 
lode formation and In Its alluvial grav
els. It is gratifying to note that this Is | 
being recognized by those with capital I 
to Invest at home and abroad, as well! 
as by the enterprising manhood of the I 
country who are equipping themselves I 
for prospecting this year.

“Amendments to the 'Mineral Act'I 
and the 'Placer-mining Act' calculated! 
to bring those statutes more in line! 
with present conditions, but In nowise! 
to change the vital underlying prlncl-1 
pies of our mining laws, will be sub-1
mit ted.

"Agriculture, In common with other! 
industries, has suffered from deflated! 
prices and lack of markets. With the! 
preferences accorded agricultural prod- f 

Ü ucts at the Imperial Economic Confer-1 
ence, the agriculturist should be the! 
first to regain his normal place. If! 
our agricultural Industry is to secure! 
the maximum benefits from the market I 

I Great Britain affords, our exportable I 
, supplies must be continuous, in suf- j 
flcient volurtie, and of a quality and! 

{ prjee tà Interest our overseas eus- [ 
tomers.

“It Is encouraging to the producer! 
to note that agriculture in British I 
Columbia in 1932 took first place over! 

! all other basic Industries in value of I 
! commodities produced. The programme! 
'for 1933 Indicates that this Industry! 
will maintain the lead during the pres-1 

! ent year. "
p'y,* “The price and terms of sale of! 

•rdinary Crown lands, and lands re-1 
1 verted for taxes, have been revised! 
and modified with a view to providing! 

■j easier means for bona fide settlers to| 
acquire lands as a medium for s 

* ‘ support.
"My government has placed beforel 

the government of the Dominion of I 
Canada the long-standing claim of this I 
province for better terms. British Co-1 
lumbia has for many years sought and I 
has now renewed Its petition for an I 
investigation of its claims for adequate I 
consideration arising out of the pe-l 
cullar historical, economic, and physl-f 
cal conditions affecting British Colum
bia at the time of Confederation and| 
since continuing.

“A commission was agreed to and! 
partly appointed in 1912 to investigate!

I British Columbia, which. In addition! 
j to providing attractions from a tourist [ 
I standpoint, furnished the necessary r 
a financial and commercial contacts! 
B which must precede Increased trade.
1 "My government was represented atH 
■ the Interprovincial Conference held In I] 
B Ottawa last month, when consideration I 
■was given to the following matters: I; 
1 Present unemployment and relief con-1 
Editions; unemployment and social In-y 
Qsurance; old-age pensions; duplication fe 
Sof Dominion and provincial taxation;# 
Bcompany law; Jurisdiction over lneur-F 
gance companies; avoidance of' over-r 
flapping where both Dominion and pro-!; 
gvincial authorities are exercising Juris-1 
«diction; the regulation of truck and! 
I motor-bus services competing with In-,! 
Iterprovlnelal and national rail trans-§ 
importation facilities, and uniform stat-.| 
listlca! information.

."Since l$st wé met, this Legislature! 
|has suffered a loss In the death off 

. Michael Manson, one of the oldest! 
most honored members of

at *,Hlf ■^u*lng-
of k

“The problems and difficulties arls- 
line from the economic conditions pre
valent throughout the world to-da]

I the serloueneiss of * the 
M realizing the tremend. 
M face It, has refused to 
|ï$ Put Into effect 
1 that it felt could be ca

■ I out unduly serious cc 
a the same time, it has 
j in the courage and t 
] people, nor in the won 
Jof the province, endea 
1 British Columbia in si 
3 as to be able to take ft
3 the development and g 
9 be ro^de possible wl
■ times return, it is wi 
\ view that my governr 
J making every effort 1
4 markets, for It is larg 
y velopment of our mai 
iployment will be cn 
0 people.
n “Legislation will be 
1 your consideration det 
;j Public. Schools Act, Vita 

Mineral Act. and Placet 
3 "Reports of the varlo 
I of my government will 
g you in due course, 
fl "The public account 
a fiscal year and the est 
J coming year will be subi 
! considération, 
jj “I leave you In confid 
a duties will be faithfu 
g and may the blessing! 
^Providence inspire and 
a liberations."

-,

1 1
1 1■■HKfeMv

these claims, byt the war breaking out! 
shortly after prevented any action. r 

“Until such time as there Is a ma-i 
terlal Improvement In the world éço-1 
nomic situation, It Is Intended that! 
Dominion-wide regulations for the ad-1 
ministration of unemployment relief! 
will continue to be enforced having re-T 
gard to our special needs In British Co-1 
lumbia. This will be done, as far as! 
possible, in such manner as to con-! 
serve the interests of the taxpayer and! 
without embarrassment to the self-" 
respect of the recipient. 
CO-OPERATION NEEDED

slip S

demand wise, carefully considered, but! 
effective action on the part of all gov-| 
ernments. They constitute a call fori 
the co-operation of every one, ruler and! 
people alike, for the exertion of all the! 
best and noblest In our boasted clvll-r 
izatlon. In a determined effort to put] 
the world's affairs on a sound basis. ,
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the seriousness of the situation, and 
realizing the tremendous tasks that' 
face it, has refused to be stampeded.
It has put into effect every economy 
that it felt could be carried out with-, 
out unduly serious consequences. At 
the same time, it has not lost faith 
in the courage and fortitude of my 
people, nor In the wonderful resources 
of the province, endeavoring to keep 
British Columbia in such a condition 
as to be able to take full advantage of 
the development and growth that will 
be m-de possible when prosperous 
times return. It is with this end in 
View that my government has been 
making every effort to develop our r. ,
markets, for it Is largely in the de-i 
velopment of our markets that em
ployment will be created for our

’’Legislation will be submitted for 
your' consideration dealing with the 
Public. Schools Act, Vital Statistics Act, 
Mineral Act, and Placer-mining Act.

"Reports of the various departments 
of my government will be laid before 
you in due course.

"The public accounts of the last 
fiscal year and the estimates for the 
coming year will be submitted for your 
consideration.

"I leave you in confidence that your 
duties will be faithfully performed, 
and may the blessings of a Divine _

(
Providence inspire and guide your de- | 
liberations.” "•

AFTER THE SESSION WHAT 
WILL HAPPEN>

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
AND SESSIONAL PROGRAMME
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One of the few sure things about the session 
which was opened this afternoon with customary 
pomp is that it is the last deliberate assembly of 
the seventeenth Legislature of the province. Whether 
it will be long or short, lively or tame, nobody 
now knows. The leader of the government, of 
course, hopes for a quiet, short gathering. The 
leader of the opposition has expressed his desire 
for a brief session and an early election. But 
whether the desire of either will be gratified or not 
will depend upon the character of the legislation 
that will be introduced. , Final sessions are in
variably long and lively, for both governments 
and oppositions, in anticipation of ensuing elec
tions, naturally compete with one another in trying 
favorably to impress the electorate.

There are, however, one or two things about 
this present session that the public does know, apart 
from the fact that it is the last gathering of the 
present Legislature. One of them is that the gov
ernment will preserve its party identity from begin
ning to end, as yell as its existing personnel. 
Another is that the Finance Minister will report 
a hair-raising deficit, and will1 propose another lot 
of new taxation. Also, there is good ground for 
the expectation that, notwithstanding the declara
tions of independence which some government sup
porters in the House issue between scissions, and 
boldly make in private conversation, they will be 
found, with very few exceptions, in the forecastle 
of the governmental ship when they are needed. 
Whether they are aware of the fact or not. nine- 
tenths of them politically are doomed, and, in any 
case, they might as well go down with the vessel 
as jump overboard and either drown or he con
sumed by sharks separately.

While the session is likely to proceed without 
any notable defections in the government’s strength, 
beyond that the outlook is nebulous. Premier Tol- 
mie is committed to a party convention for the 
promotion of a union government, but within the 
party hostility to that objective is so strong that its 
consideration would cause a split, and the Premier 
probably would find himself in a minority with 
somebody else leading a majority of party regulars. 
Hence, there is likely to be a determined effort 
by the party organization to prevent the holding 
of a convention and to force the Premier to aban
don his union programme.

Another factor in the uncertainty which sur
rounds the government’s future is Mr. W. J. 
Bowser, K.C., who up to this time has resisted the 
blandishments, and other forms of pressure, of 
those who want him to join the Tolmie forces, and 
is proceeding with the organization of his own 
party. Apparently Mr. Bowser is determined to 
go his own way regardless of party conventions 
and the Premier’s programme. As far as he is 
concerned, there is to bL^nïk one prince in Israel, 
who will be himself. /Thul if the Conservative 
party shall split on union there may be three dis
tinct groups led by Conservatives or former Con
servatives. The Liberals so far have remained 
substantially cohesive under Mr. Pattullo’s 
leadership.

Nor is there likely to be an early election. The 
government’s term will not expire until the end of 
August, and most of the ministers probably, will 
desire to keep the ship at sea until the very last 
minute, incidentally hoping that something some
where or somehow will turn up that will improve 
economic conditions and give them a chance of 
re-election. There is nothing exceptional in that 
attitude, since most governments have been pursuing 
it for the last three years.

j

The Speech from die Throne is presumed to I 
be a government’s forecast of its sessional pro- ? 
gramme of legislation, but it really is not, either i 
here or anywhere else where it is used in connec
tion with the opening of a parliament or legis
lature. Governments, which always compose it, j 
invariably use it nowadays for propaganda pur
poses in the belief that it is more effective in that 
respect because it flows from the lips of the sov
ereign or his deputy than it would be if it were 
delivered by the first minister or one of his col
leagues. Since, therefore, it is really a political 
speech given under impressive auspices, it often 
produces a partizan debate which sometimes lasts 
for several weeks and costs the taxpayers a lot of 
money. A short, snappy declaration from the 
Throne that the House is now open for business, 
coupled with a prayer that the members will in
telligently and efficiently perform their duties in

the public interest, would serve the purpose much 
more usefully, besides getting rid of a hoary device 
which deceives nobody.

Yesterday’s Speech from the Throne was not 
even a cursory forecast of sessional legislation. It 
was a desert of words unrelieved for the most 
part by any oasis of projected legislation. It was 
a record of the past with which readers of the 
press are quite familiar, and a fervent implied ap
peal for appreciation of the government’s efforts to 
provide the province with successful administration 
in difficult circumstances. It was the kind of 
speech we might expect from a member of the 
ministry at the opening of a party bazaar modified 
by the somewhat restrained conditions in which it 
was delivered.

That the Premier had a hand in the speech 
was suggested by the assertion that the government 
had “refused to be stampeded,” but whether it 
was “corralled” or “branded,” or not, it did not 
say. Neither did it make any oblique reference 
to Mr. Bowser “homing” into the political situa
tion. The Minister of Mines also must have done 
his bit, for we are assured that against the back
ground of adverse world economic conditions we. 
ought to be gratified that we have large unde
veloped gold resources consisting of lode metals 
and alluvial gravels, information which has been 
given out by the press and mining authorities in 
considerable volume in the last year or more.

But what is the Legislature going to deal with 
apart from legislation affecting schools, vital sta
tistics, and minerals casually forecast in the Speech? 
What about redistribution, the P.G.E., taxation, 
cabinet reconstruction and numerous other matters 
intimately affecting the public interest which have 
been frequently forecast in the press as probable 
subjects of consideration during the session ? We 
have no disposition to criticize the government for 
not detailing its intentions in respect of these items 
in the Speech from the Throne—considering what 
the Speech really is—but if they arc going to be 
part of the legislative programme some vague ref
erence at least should have been made to them.

There is no good reason why the debate on 
the Speech should consume much of the Legisla
ture’s time. A reply must be moved and seconded, 
of course, although most of the thunder of the 
government members who will perform this duty 
was stolen by the composers of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's deliverance. Mr. Pattullo set an ex
cellent example last year by sharply limiting his 
side’s contribution to the debate to a very short 
period, and this probably will he his course on the | 
present occasion. Indeed, a formal acknowledge
ment is all the Speech which was delivered y ester- |] 
day should receive.
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across The, 
Bay

The Seventeenth Legislature opens 
bravely—with all the old show and 
expectation—Just as 11 It weren't 
the last session—but there Is a 
touch of maturity, a faint whisper 
of mortality about It—which even 
primroses and red roses cannot 
quite hide.

By H.B.W.

NOW OPEN

rE SEVENTEENTH Legislature of 
British Columbia opened its fifth 

and last session on Thursday precisely 
as It opened the preceding four—with 
the same old air of pleasant unreality, 
like a fairy story of dashing knights 
and fair ladiéfe: with the same old 
hush of expectation which half 
hundred years of disappointment can
not dim: with the same old feeling of 
good fellowship and co-operation be
tween both parties, as if there were no 

; yesterday and no to-morrow.

/ET THERE was a touch of mortality 
about this last session which added 

a kind of melancholy and morbid inter 
est. Here we were looking down on a 
dazzling spectacle of scarlet uniforms 
and beautiful women and, there, 
huddled Into one end of the chamber 
to make way for the public, was the 
Seventeenth Legislature which would 
never huddle or open again. It was 
our last sight of the Seventeenth Leg
islature, In Its open splendor, and the 
Seventeenth Legislature, with a far 
away look in its eye, seemed to be 
thinking of the days that are no more 
—the days when it came here so full 
of hope, its face radiant with happy 
Illusions. Paces were a little older at 
this last session, a little graver, for In 
nearly five years these men have been 
through more than the public realizes, 
have endured much and learned much 
and they come here now on the eve 
of election pretty grim and rather 
humble.

As usual, all Victoria turned but 
t .for the show. The electors scoff 
‘r at legislators, they are sceptical of 

■. politics and cynical concerning poli- 
| tlclans of all sorts, but let any dis- 
| tlngulshed citizen he left out of the 
invitation list tor the opening, let any 
Victorian be deprived of his right to 
watch the Governor arrive In gold 
braid and cocked hat and you will see 
In what affection this ancient folk cus
tom Is held. After the opening day 
nobody will look at the Legislature ex
cept a few old codgers who have noth
ing else to do and some ancient ladles 
Who will bring their knitting. The rest 
of the population will stay home and I, 
complain about the rotten state of 
politics. But on the first day It Is a 
kind of vast community party whlçh 
nobody would think of missing.

FROM ESQUIMALT

AS IT waits for the Governor to ar
rive, the House wears its party man- 

j ners and its party clothes. Every Con- 
vatlve, as usual, displays a bunch of 

i, Immemorial emblem of Con- 
j «•rvatlara, In his buttonhole, primroses 

I from the Eaqulmalt garden of Attomey- 
1 General Pooley, who has nursed them 

•ough this , hard winter, who has 
[ gone out In his pyjamas and dressing 

[own at midnight to cover them ten- 
rly with gunny sacks, to protect them 

i the cold snap of January so that 
February no Conservative bosom 

be mistaken for a base Liberal

; Pattullo and his followers across 
1 i, wearing those red roses which 

recent progress towards 
is, look as if they ex- 

i on Mr. Pooley’s prim- 
5 much lighter in future 

r, they ask, will the 
r when they return 
l party, sin, me sweet 

i«? Probably, 
ntoeh,

Well, the government listens to the 
ispeech with the quiet satisfac
tion of parenthood, ' knowing that It; 
has achieved the ultimate} _in throne 
speeches by taking as many words as 
[possible to say nothing, by creating a 

| 'speech which, like the upper stretches 
jjof the old Tolmie farm, is barren and 

! little windy. As for Mr. Pattullo,

the Individual nosegays 
—,0. bowl of white roses stands on 

Mr. Pooley’s desk and a similar bowl 
of red roses on Mr. Pattullo’s. And the 
funny part of it Is that no one can 
find out who sent them. Undoubtedly, 
say the back-benchers, some fair 
admirer is responsible, since it seems 
unlikely that any elector would spend 
his money on politicians at a time like 
this. Anyway, these mysterious bou
quets for the two handsomest members 
of the House Intrigue their friends 
with pleasant, neighborly speculations 
and Increase the Jollity of the 
occasion.

BRAVE FRONT
«R. PATTULLO is particularly Jolly,
1VJL a little greyer than when he first 
went into opposition but much hap
pier, with the air of a man who ex
pects soon to leave it. Nor would you 
suspect as you look at the sleek row 
of cabinet ministers In those neat cut
away coats and grey ties which the 
Premier ordered at the first session, 
that few of these gentlemen will be 
cabinet ministers eight weeks hence, 
that all of them will hand in their 
resignations as soon as tfie House pro
rogues, and most of them, If they come 
back at all, will be in the back 
benches. All that is eight weeks oft 
and this Is to-day, the opening day, the 
day of our little glory.

And so the guns boom and the win
dows rattle and martial music wells up 
from the lawns, where the uninvited 
citizens watch the show from afar. In 
the distant dome room you can hear 
the clank of swords on tiled floors, the 
Jangle of spurs, the swish of men mov
ing In stiff uniforms which have been 
laid away In moth balls since the last 
time the House opened. Slowly and 
with measured tread they march up.^™_ 
the centre aisle, very gorgeous In manyjj Charging Unemployment tO
something profound «i ÏÏÏ5 ; Current Revenue, Total Is
afoot, as if King Charles were coming j ' $7 051 560
to arrest the Five Members. —

[Public Accounts For Year
,he crowd of visitor,, the dlstlngutobedv. E"ÛI"9 March, J932, Filed

SEVEN HAVE N 
ELECTION CARES

,a lime windy, as for Mr. pattuiio, ^ yRfidistribution 3nd Resigna-
; realizing that it says nothing, he looks f fjonS R g I \ 6 V 6 Sortie B C[Hire Q mon ntut HI oKal InvoH avarvthlno C . ,v*

Members of Po itical Duties
Seven members at least entered upon 

their duties In the British Columbia 
Legislature yesterday with the knowl
edge that It will be the last time they 

- | sit as representatives for the consti
tuencies which returned them to the 

‘present House.
/ ; Four of them have announced their 

. ' [retirement from politics. 
ù. : 1 Col. George Walkem, Conservative, 
% Vancouver, Dr. H. C. Wrinch, Llb- 
■Â eral, Skeena, and J. H. Schofield, Con- 

fservatlve, Rossland-Trail, have made 
announcements' they will retire from 
politics. All will close long records. 
James H. Beatty, elected on the Con
servative ticket at the 1928 election on 
his debut In politics has also an
nounced he will not seek a return to 
the House. >

Ï Three other seats were affected under 
f » ;the redistribution bill brought in last 

session. Unless they should be nomi- 
» - nated in some other constituency. L. A.

Hanna. Liberal, Alberal, Dr. L. E. Bor- 
i den, Conservative, Nelson, and T. King, 

*,2, Liberal, Golden, will end their connec
tions with the legislature this session. 
,Mr. King was returned on a by-elec- 

l tlon only to hear at his first session 
that redistribution would abolish hi»

-s^—Jlike & man who disbelieved everything 
■ ïr' ilt says, and he can reflect that his 

| ^government, while It said no more, 
usually said It with greater economy. 

y"J It Is over at last, the Governor 
^leaves, the guard clanks out, our little 

. *V moment of glory la over. The House 
i'' prays that peace and happiness, truth 
: . and Justice, religion and piety may be 
^■established for all generations. The 
v. Speaker announces that he has ob

tained a copy of the Throne Speech 
. Ho prevent mistakes,” a harrowing 

'• possibility. The Premier and Mr. Pat- 
- tullo Join In tribute to the memory 

* . jof brave old Mike Manson, who came
to this assembly in its early days tout 

.will come no more. And so It Is all 
over, the captains and the kings de
part, the Janitors start to sweep the 

v. floors, the Seventeenth Legislature Is 
open again.

B.C. DEFICIT 
FIVE MILLION

► As-■

m
citizens, the wives who have come tb!!, , 
display their new spring dresses, the Lj ; 

.! flapper daughters in dinky little hats,
; they listen In.a deathly silence as il ; 
Mthe speech might announce the end of ‘ 
j||j the world, or the sale of the P.G.E., 

which would be equally surprising. The 
speech has no such Intelligence to con
vey, nor any other. As usual with our 
speeches from the throne since earliest 
tlmes.lt conveys nothing whatever. As 
usual, and perhaps more than usual,
It Is a mighty masterpiece of omission, 
over which statesmen have labored all 
night to eliminate the last vestige of 
Information and perceived with Joy by 
the light of morning-that their efforts 
have been a glorious success.

*

in House To-day

COUNTRY SAFE
rpHERE À no reference to the sale of 

the P.G.E., to redistribution, to a 
reduction of the cabinet, to a union 
government. All the facts of -life the 
government has hidden from the ten- 
dèr ears of the public with a fine 
lellcacy. But how gratifying to learn 
in this year of depression, in the midst

A summary of the public ac
counts filed In the Legislature to
day by Hon. J. W. Jones, Minister 
of Finance, for the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 1932, reported an 
ordinary deficit of approximately 
$5,000,000.

, ;1 For the fiscal year ordinary current 
Vj expenditures total $26,373,325, and or- 

, jdlnary current revenue $21,982,582, a 
1 deficit on current account of $3,390,- 
[742. Capital account expenditures, 
which include suth, matters as sinking 
funds, redemption of debentures, in- 

‘ nterest on P.G.E. bonds, and payment on 
•British Columbia House mortgage, and 
special warrants for unemployment re
lief brought the total expenditure for 
•the year up to $29,214,217—all of which 
ils charged In Mr. Jones's accounts to 
leurrent revenue.
* Current and capital revenue total 
I $22,162.657.

In the total expenditures included 
___ is a sum of $1,830,502 for unemploy-

B Iment relief purposes. The summary 
[stated that had it been possible under [

WREATH ON VACANT
DESK OF MEMBER

—
Touching reference to the loss the 

wli Province of British Columbia has sus- 
V ;talned In the death of Michael Man- 

h son, Conservative member of the Legls- 
• lature for Mackenzie, was made as 

the Legislature opened yesterday. A 
wreath was placed on the vacant desk 
of the respected veteran member. The 
Speech from the Throne made refer
ence to his passing. "Since last we 
met, this Legislature has suffered a 
loss In the death of Mr. Michael Man- 
son, one of the oldest and most hon
ored members of the Legislature" It 
said. "His passing has been deeply 
felt by all those who have had the 
privilege of knowing him."- Premier 
Tolmto and T. D. Pattullo, Leader of 
the Opposition, paid touching tributes 
to the memory of the late member.- ■— -, .—m—

■ ;

NOTES OF THE 
LEGISLATURE

of this financial crisis, when clvlllza- existing legislation during the last fis-
II— A—___kl..__.. . , ... J.___________________________1 JIon trembles on the brink and there 
1» an election Just around the corner 
—how gratifying to learn from the 
speech that our future is secure, our 

un try safe because we have vast do
lts of alluvial gravels. And bow 

charming to hear in this year of stress 
that the government "has refused to be 
stampeded.” Never before, one sup
poses, has that honest western word 
entered a Speech from the Throne In 
a British parliament anywhere, and It 
Is easy to guess who put it there, tor 
It smacks of Saanich and the old Tol- 
|mle farm, and those days, now gone, 
in the happier pre-Kamloopian era.

cal year to do so this amount would | 
lhave been capitalized as Is being done I 
[this year by every province for unem- I 
ployment purposes. If such an arrange-1 
ment had been brought Into effect be-1 
fore April l last, the government’s f 
total deficit would have been $5,221.- I 
078. ____ r

| TOTAL $7,051,660
The accounts show that the govern- 

Iment's revenue during the fiscal year 
afell below estimates by $5,926,089, but 
| at the same time Mr. Jones was able 
|to effect drastic savings In almost all 
^departments of the government to a 
ffltotal of $1,342,000 after providing for 
^additional expenditures under supple
mentary estimates, making a total sav- 
jlng below estimated of $1,068,694. Even 
[charging unemployment costs to cur

ent revenue Mr. Jones’s total deficit Is 
ihown at $7,051,560.
It was claimed the government’s po

sition in the present fiscal year, due to 
Iras tic economies In every direction, Is 
[vastly Improved over that of the last 
discal year, it was forecast that when 
jthe comptroller-general's report for 

>. months of the current fiscal year 
! filed in the House shdrtly, it will 

r only a small deficit on current

Sol. Pred JÉrter has been named 
chairman of iffy committee which will 

: name standing committees of the Legls- 
j lature. Acting xrith him will be J. W 

Cornett, James 8.* Beatty, Dr. H. C.
| Wrinch and F. M. MacPherson.

. * * *No new committees have yet been . 
1 scheduled to deal with special matters 

like the active unemployment commit-® 
tee of last session where much of the 
most contentious discussion took place. 
One or more may, however, be called 
for by resolution later.

* * *
Hon. N. S. Lougheed announced yes- 

j] terday that 2,500 inquiries have been 
j made to his department by Intending 
1 settlers who have some capital who 
;j wish to take' advantage of the govern-1 
i mentis policy of offering easier terms 
|j to those who desire to take up farming.

Fifteen or sixteen reports from dlf- 
i fefent departments of the government 

which have been made public since the 
: last session were formally tabled in the 

Legislature yesterday.
Rt. Ri 

lof Çoiui 
: opening

C. de V. Schofield, Bishop 
B, read the prayers at the: 
the session yesterday.

Intimation & eight *bllls that will 
come before thd Legislature was given 
to-day. All will be introduced by At
torney-General Pooley. They Include 
bills to amend the following acts: Tes
tator's Family Maintenance, Children 

Parents, Cemetery Com- 
l Bale. Conditional Sa"

, Parents* Maintenance =
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Conservative Member Pro
tests Recent Regulation on 

Salmon Pack
B.C. Not Consulted Or Of
ficially Advised, Complains 

Loutet
Difference of opinion between 

the Dominion Government and 
the British Columbia Government 
on salmon marketing regulations 
Is Intimated in the first resolution 
to find a place on the order papers 
of the B.C. Legislature which 
opened yesterday.
The motion stands In the name of ^ 

I Jack Loutet, Conservative, North Van- »j 
| couver, and calls upon the Legislature | 
\ to protest the Dominion Government ■
! order-ln-councli passed on February 3 ! 

calling for amendment to the Meat1 
and Canned Foods Act, and requests l! 
the B.C. Government to refuse Its ] 
consent to the amendment.

The amendment calls for a class A ] 
certificate to be given to fresh, firm, 
well-packed salmon when In a good 
merchantable condition, and sets out 

e that no certificate shall be issued for l 
[ canned, salmon that has not been 
! landed fresh at a cannery for canning 
i within twenty-four hours after being 

caught, excepting fish that has been 
gutted and Iced Immediately after be
ing caught.

While the ostensible object of the 
order Is to ensure the packing of sound 
salmon, Mr. Loutet claims in his pre
amble that salmon when caught in 
British Columbia waters and packed 
In ice can be landed in Boston in first 
class condition. Previously existing 

j- regulations provided for proper inspec- 
j: tlon of canned salmon to ensure ] 
f soundness and suitability for market,
Ï the member states, 
t Mr. Loutet also pointed out the B.C.
I Government must approve of any 
1 amending regulations finder the Meat !
! and Canned Foods Act of the Domln- ;! 
) ion, but the 3.C. Government had not ;
! been consulted on the subject or offl- 
I daily advised of the passage of the 

yj amendment.

Liberal Leader 
Speaks Monday

T. D. Pattullo, Leader of the Op
position, will deliver tbe.flrst speech 
from the Liberal side of the HqtiSfi 
when he speaks in the debate on 
the Speech from the Throne oil 
Monday. The Liberal leader ad-i 
journed the debate after H. Ufc 
Twlgg, Conservative, Victoria, and 
Capt. James Fitzsimmons, Conserva
tive, Kalso-SIocan, had spoken yes
terday. Mr. Pattullo’s address is 
being awaited with considerable In
terest bv members on both sides of 
the House as, although the speeches 
of both Conservative members yes
terday contained nothing to fan 
the flames of party strife, the 
reception according the first Lib
eral motion Indicated yesterday’» 
apparent calmness was the lujl be
fore the storm. Mr. Pattullo will 
probably start speaking at 3.30 
o’clock Monday afternoon.

j Private bills of the City of Victoria 
, and the Municipality of Esquimau 
| seeking power to borrow money were 
| introduced in the Legislature yester- 
; day by R. Hayward, Conservative, Vlc- 
i torla.
I A bill to amend the Central Park 

Act providing for an amendment to the 
f lease held by the District of Burnaby 
!- so that a further seventy-seven acres 
; of adjoining land may be included In 
£ the park area was introduced by Hon 
‘ N. S. Lougheed, Minister of Lands, 
| yesterday.

* * *
Power for the Minister of Lands to 

select areas of land in dyking districts 
; subject to sale and place them in the 
fj hands of real estate agents for sale 

on commission is provided for in a bill 
; introduced by Mr. Lougheed.

* * *
Except for absentees, Conservative;

[ showed a solid front when the first
: division was called In the House yes

terday on the point of admitting George 
Walkem, Conservative member for Van 

; couver to the public accounts commit
tee. They voted solidly against It.

* * *
; Discussion afterwards Indicated Mr.
* Walkem was being given a rap on the 

knuckles in his absence by his coL 
leagues for threatening to strike the 
flag of independence. He may sit as 
an Independent member this session.

* * *
I William Dick, another Vancouver 

Conservative, who may prove a thorn 
in the side of his party as a result of 

; his frank criticism of> the $7,000.000 
I deficit and $29,000,000 expenditure, 
i has not taken his seat yet. Col. Nelson 
i Spencer, another Vancouver member, 
‘ has not yet arrived.

* * ' *
Ï Liberal absentees are A. M. Manson 
1 K.C., and Dr. W. H. Sutherland.

* * *
The burning question of the Pacifia 

i. Great Eastern Railway, which failed to 
i find a place In the Speech irom the 
Ü Throne, forms the subject of a ques

tion asked by L. A. Hanna, Liberal, 
| Alberni. On the order papers Mr. 

Hanna asks: ‘‘Have any offers for pur- 
chase, option to purchase, or any other 
proposals been received by the govern
ment in respect of the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway since August 20, 1928? 
It yes, by whom were such offers made, 
and what were the terms and condi
tions suggested In each case?”

* * »
I The cost to the province of maln- 
. tainlng children of Doukhobor prison 
f ers, which it has often been pointed 
[ out Is greater than the allowance foi 
\ children of the unemployed, has been 

brought to the attention of the Legis- 
j lature by Mr. Hanna.

Select standing committees of the 
1 Legislature were named yesterday 
5 fellows:
!: Municipal—Reginald Hayward. Dr. R.
• W. Alward, George Heggie, William 

Dick, R. Mackenzie, Capt. James Fitz-
i simmons, Thomas TJphlll, Dr. H. C. 
i Wrlnch, F. M. MacPhcrson, Dr. J. J 

aillis, G. Walkem.
Public Accounts—J. W. Berry, H. D. 

Twlgg, T. H. Kirk, J. H. Beatty, E. C 
Carson, Capt. M. F. Macintosh, Col. F. 
Lister, Dr. C. M. Kingston. Dr. R. W. 
Alward. J. W. Cornett, Dr. W. H. 
Sutherland, G. S. Pearson, A. M. Man- 
son, K.C., H. F. Kergin, F. M. MacPher- 
son, J. H. Schofield. Reginald Hayward, 
Thomas King and Thomas Uphill.

Private Bills—H. D. Twlgg. J. A. Lou- 
Stet, T. H. Kirk. J. W. Cornett. Capt.

M. F. Macintosh, Dr.. L. E. Borden. A.
, M. Manson, K.C., L. A. Hanna and H. 

F: Kergin.
Agriculture—Col. Fred Lister, E. C.

_ Carson, J. R. Mlchell, George Heggie, 
William Dick, R. Mackenzie, Capt. J. 
Fitzsimmons, Thomas Uphill, Dr. H. C. 
Wrlnch, F. M. MacPherson and Dr. J.. 
j. amis.

Forestry—Dr. G. K. MacNaughton,
I George Heggie. Col. Nelson Spencer, 
leapt. James Fitzsimmons, J. R. Mlchell, 
JH. F. Kergin, A. W. Gray and Thomas 
(King.

Mining—Dr. L. E. Borden, J. H. Scho- 
| field, Capt. J. PltMlmmons, R. Mac- 
jkenzle, Dr. G. K. MacNaughton, Thomas 
■Uphill, H. F. Kergin and Dr. J. J. Glllis.

Railways—Col. Nelson Spencer, Dr. 
t. W. Alward, J. A. Loutet. R. Mac- 

Ikenzle, Dr. W. H. Sutherland and 
(Thomas King.

Fisheries—T. H. Kirk, Dr. Q. K. Mac- 
(Naughton, Capt. |d. F. Macintosh, E. C. 
Carson, Dr. H. C. Wrlnch and L. A

Boll
From Conservatives
Vancouver Conservative 
Plans to Sit as Independent 

This Session

Colleagues Reject His Name 
as Member of Public Ac

counts Committee

Disclosure of the first open bolt 
from the Conservative ranks, a 
division on tlie first day of busi
ness and a tilt between Hon. J. W. 
Jones, Finance Minister, and T.
D. Pattullo, leader of the opposi
tion, carried suggestions yesterday 
of Inevitable storms that will 
strike the B.C. Legislature.
The first came when Mr. Pattullo 

lobjected to Mr. Jones making a speech 
Instead of an explanation on the pub
lic accounts and the $7,000,000 deficit. 
Mr. Speaker sustained Mr. Pattullo,but 
Finance Minister In face of the 
peaker’s ruling managed to get over 
lost of the points he desired.

REJECT OWN MEMBER 
News of Mr. Walkem’s bolt came 

gTollowlng a division on Mr. Pattullo’s 
notion to add, his name to the public 

ij accounts committee, of which Mr. 
Walkem was once chairman. Although 
Mr. Pattullo notified the House he did 
io af Mr. Walkem’s request on a divis

ion Conservatives voted solidly to re
ject the name of their colleague. An 
ixplanatlon of J. W. Cornett. Conser- 
atlve whip, that Mr. Walkem refused 

|o serve on any committee last year 
jwas discounted when It was later dis
closed Mr. Walkem’s name had been

■

placed on the municipal committee 
tills year.

The aftermath this morning was the 
news that Mr. Walkem has made a 
direct bolt from the party. Not only 
has he severed his connection with the 
Conservative ranks, but he has also 
asked that his seat be changed to the 
other side of the House so that he may 
be listed as an Independent,
DICK ABSENT

In view of the organization progress ;.,.ry 
belng made by supporters of Mr. Bowser : 
and the frank criticism of the govern- i. 
nient between sessions by Conserva- 

Aive members the Walkem bolt is ex
pected to lead the parade in spite of 
the claims of ministers that perfect i* 
harmony exists within the ranks.

It is freely forecast that William 
Dick, a Vancouver Conservative col
league of Mr. Walkem, will follow the 
sxample. Mr. Dick has been perhaps 
;he most outspoken Conservative critic 
ictween sessions. He has not yet put 
In an appearance at the House.

James H. Beatty in a speech made 
in Victoria some time ago Intimated 
that he was not fully in sympathy with 
'his party, but yesterday he both 
ought to justify the absence of Mr. 

Walkem’s name from the list and 
roted with his comrades on the dlvls-

When the proposal to place Mr. 
Walkem’s name on the public ac

counts committee came before the 
Jalouse yesterday it was explained that 

MB in committee. Liberals had suggested 
name of F. M. MacPherson, one 

their number, to leave • place for RIL
P'n=m,n‘.UWh°m *•*>« (3

When the names of the committee Sfl 
were submitted to the House by Pre- «28 
mier Tolmle, Mr. MacPherson's name fü 
was on the list. Mr. Walkem’s was -&j 
off. _ T. D. Pattullo moved Mr. Wal- tiB 
kern's name be added.

Attorney-General Pooley immediately fa 
,Procedure w*» Incorrect, tfl 

iut Mr. Pattullo waa sustained by the là? 
Speaker. ' >

J. H. Beatty .ought to Juatlfy the 
jmmlttee'a choice and J. w. Cornett 
onaeryatl» whlpe, said Mr. Walkem 

îst year”’1 40 *** on «mmlttwe 
Mr. pattullo told the House that he 
tie the recommendation because Mr.

™Jid‘ukr1î![Mli11 *° blm th“ h*
°uict like to be on the public ac-

anation, Conservatives lined up 
motion to make 

who was once, 
ittee, a member
MU’.

NEW MARKETS 
NEED OF B.C.I

Development of Trade Seen| 
as Solution of Problems 

by H. D. Twlgg

Commercial Men Should Not 
Wait for Legislature 

Says Member
Development of markets at home 

and abroad for the products of 
British Columbia was pointed to 
as the road to prosperity for. the 
province by H. D. Twlgg, Con
servative, Victoria, In opening the 
debate on the Speech From Throne 
In the Legislature yesterday.
British Columbia must set out a 

policy of Its own, Mr. Twlgg said. ‘ If 
the province developed Itself along 
Its own lines Instead of waiting tor 
the wave of prosperity to reach it 
It might itself start' the wave, Mr. 
Twlgg said.

After commending the empire loyalty j 
of the Economic Conference, Mr. Twlgg 
said he was convinced some of the 
benefits were showing to-day and Bri
tish Columbia would get Its share.
NO QUACK REMEDY 

There was some anxiety in the minds 
of the people to-day, he proceeded, and 
a feeling there was no hope for the 
future along the ljnes they had been 
accustomed to. There was no solution 
in a quack remedy. It was In the 
minds of the people themselves. They 
must go forward, not along lines laid 
down for them but In the spirit of the 
old adventurers. It was not sufficient 
for British Columbia to cling to the 
trade benefits of confederation. Be
cause of Its geographical position Bri
tish Columbia’s outlet was by the sea. 
It must look to the Pacific, not the 
Atlantic, for Its future and anything 

: done to open up the field of exploita
tion there must be welcomed here. 
He suggested the commençai men of 
the province instead of criticizing and 
waiting for the Legislature to act 

-should show the splrtt of adventure 
jlof their forefathers and seize the op- 

portunlties that existed to-day. He 
regretted to note some people would 
close the connection with London j 
which It was essential to maintain.

Millions had been spent on high' 
ways, public works and in other dlrec-j 
tlons which would have brought greater1 
benefit If spent for market expansion, 
Mr. Twlgg thought.

Turning to unemployment he saldj 
one of the saddest things about the^le-j 
pression was the case of young

leaving schools and colleges. |t i 
terrible thing to break down hope j 
the minds of youth and to put dour 
In their minds as ]to the future of 1 

j province or thoughts of a dlsrupf 
form of government instead of build! 
up their hope in the future of 1 
province and the country to which K 
they belonged. Thanks were due, he Jr 

[said, to the people of British Columbia! 
who had done so much work st ze-| 
duced wages In these times.

[markets abroad
If the natural resources of Briti 

Columbia were developed and i 
were found, British Columbia need M 

j fear what happened east of the RocklJ 
He saw hope in the future but did fi 
think anything could be g~' 
petty squabbling and useless d 
To give up now would be foolish, i 
had been written and scores of ST 
imade without a solution being <
The solution rested with the 
themselves standing together with d 
termination and grit.



eoruarysaxuraay.

A 8 A 8AILORMAN, said he, he had 
learned In his deep-sea daya (be 

fore he started to pilot st^rn-wheelere 
on the Arrow Lakes) that after a storm 
the captain’s first job was to make an

"

f______ ..Jgg thought it wag a mai
for congratulation, the government was 
continuing its plea for better terms 
from the Dominion Government which 
many thought had not gone as far as 
it should do in this respect although 
the province had recently secured the 
Return of some of the lands held in 
trust by the Dominion Government 
the terms entering confederation. 
CAPT. FITZSIMMONS

Captain James Fitzsimmons, mem
ber for Kaslo-Slocan, seconded the 
reply to the Speech From the Throne, 
Captain Fitzsimmons said any amend
ment to the Mineral Act should be 
beneficial to the miner and prospector 
who had laid the foundation for the 
mining industry of the province.

Referring to unemployment, the up- 
country member said the government 
faced a serious problem, with thou
sands of people from other provinces 
coming to the coast and imposing 
greater financial problems for the tax- 
paers of British Columbia. The un
employment question should not be 
dragged into politics.

Captain Fitzsimmons was opposed to. 
keeping people in camps without work, 
saying the majority of these men 
wanted something to do. He eulogized 
Hon. R. W. Bruhn, Minister of Public 
Works, for the splendid work he had 
done throughout the year.

He had attended meetings of the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities, where 
some of the best brains of the province 
were to be found, but these men 
had no solution to offer for unem
ployment. He also deprecated the use

lessness of party bickerings, saying th* 
g feeling of the people was that legisla
tive sessions were merely sham fights 
|between two parties.
| T. D. Pattullo, Leader of the OpposU 
-tion, adjourned the debate until Mon* 
|.day afternoon.

Across The 
Bay

The debate on the Speech From 
the Throne starts on a high plane 
—and rather empty as befitting the 
subject—but our old Instincts are 
too strong—end through a tiny 
opening we behold the fires of poli
tics beneath.

By H.B.W.

rriHE DEBATE on the Speech From 
the Throne, wherein there Is 

nothing whatever for debate or for any 
other purpose, started in the House 
Friday on a plane too high and too 
moral to be anything but Insufferably 
dull. The House, on its first working 
day, with the gold braid and uniforms 
and distinguished visitors all removed, 
had evidently resolved to continue that 
same atmosphere of pious unreality 
which marked its opening. Alas, it 
couldn’t sustain such an atmosphere 
even for two - days. The flesh was weak. 
LQpg before dinner time the calm sur
face of non-partisanship had been 
badly punctured, showing clearly the 
etèmal fires of politics that rage be
neath.

' * * »
; pERHAPS it was as well. We couldn’t 

stand many days such as Friday 
started out to be—-Friday, which is the 
political day of days, the day in the 

" week when all parties always try to 
do their best, to explode their bombs, 
to Impress the unsuspecting public 
during the leisure of the week-end. 
Friday started out, indeed, like 
funeral profession on a rainy after- 

Aa for the debate on the Speech 
i the Throne, which we were sup- 
l to be launching, we merely went 
gh the motions, listlessly and 
ut any hope of arriving anywhere, 

at the graveside.

FAINT RIPPLE

MR. TWIGG launched the debate 
with a very faint ripple. He 

| moved the Immemorial motion thank- 
! lng the Lieutenant-Governor for his 

Speech From the Throne, which con
tained nothing to be thankful for and, 
for that matter, nothing to be an
noyed about either—nothing at all. As 
mover of this motion Mr. Twlgg was 
supposed to speak the government’s 
opinion, or rather to set the tone, to 
create the atmosphere and Indicate the 
government's general state of mind.

Evidently the government's state of 
mind, if Mr. Twlgg guaged it. Is rather 
flat and, if not without hope, at least 
without any high expectations. Per- 

! haps it is hard on the government to 
blame It for Mr. Twlgg’s state of mind;

I and. on the other hand, it is no doubt 
ar. injustice to Mr. Twlgg to imagine 
that his real state of mlhd is as nega
tive as that wchich, being a loyal sup
porter he seemed abound to assume.

* * *

r IS WAS too bad, for Mr. Twigg, be
yond all question, is one of the 
; ablest members of the Legislature, i 

! skilled parliamentarian, an able de- 
I hater, a keen legislator and an ac

complished speaker with an Old World 
suavity and grace. 13ut as government 
Interpreter he had little scope, or used 

; little, for these recognized talents. He 
took a lofty stand, refusing even to 

I mention the words “politics" or “party,
| in token of the government’s repudia- 
j tion of both, scheduled for the spring.
1 Yet in refusing to mention such things 
! he came dangerously near mentioning 

nothing whatever, or rather nothing 
that anyone could get hold of.

ON THE SEA

PROBABLY that Is a little unjust 
though, since he .pleaded strongly 

for a new conception of British Colum
bia’s future, economically. He pic
tured British Columbia graphically as 
a complete unit in itself, an area cut 
off from Canada by mountains, from 
the United States by tariffs, looking 
out on the sea which brought its people 
here and which must be the medium 
of their future.

Let British Columbia, said Mr. Twlgg, 
look' out over the Pacific and find 
among the .teeming multitudes of the 
Pacific bowl the markets for Its great 
resources. Let it have courage to strive 
for Its own future in its own way? for
getting quack remedies and legislative 
panaceas. Instead of criticizing gov
ernments. let businessmen grasp these 
opportunities themselves and then, 
perhaps, thepe hard times would be a 
lesson in disguise, teaching us that We 
can’t get rich quick, that a great future 
can only be built on sound founda
tions.

* * *

THE LEGISLATURE. In Mr. Twlgg’s 
view, couldn’t do much about the 

present crisis. Only the people could 
solve It by their own endeavors. As 
for the government, It should concen
trate on the development of foreign 
markets rather than wasting Its money 
on such things as reclamation schemes. 
Meanwhile nothing could be gained by 
petty squabbling. We must bear qur 
load with fortitude and perhaps 
heavier one, but with strong resolve 
and our natural wealth we would win 
through. As the Speech From the 
Throne was never mentioned, ap
parently it wasn’t going to be much 
help to us in winning. And as the 
government was barely mentioned 
either, no one could accuse Mr. Twigg 
of any party bias.

SAILORMAN
("'’APT. FITZSIMMONS, of KaelO- 

81ocan, seconded Mr. Twlgg’s mo
tion in the same spirit. This was not 
new for the Captain, ap it was for 
^r- Twigg and other Conservatives, 
whose renunciation of party politics 

I - ^ somewhat recent and as yet rather 
timid and experimental. Capt. Fltz- 

1 “humons has urged the House for years 
to stop squabbling and the House has 
flways applauded heartily and 
Squabbled harder than ever. Again the 
CftptAlu renewed hb plea and, in hi, 

i ““onnan style, told the Houet
that the country wa, sick of ite nar-i
peraee*6*1**' '** lll*m bMtl“ between |

observation and see where he had 
* ! drifted. To-day. during this brief lull 

■ i In the economic storm, the Captain 
Y ' suggested that orators of the more 
> frothy sort should pause and Inquire 

.how far the “stormy waters of useless 
argument’’ had driven them from the 
|truth and the actual condition of the 

■country. Having given the House his 
simple message, this simple and charm
ing old pioneer from the Interior ob
served his own advice and sat down.

DRAGON UNLOOSED
TR. PATTULLO adjourned the de- 
L bate to speak Monday and the 

government benches wondered whether 
he would follow the Conservatives' ex
ample and avoid politics, or break the 

| [unearthly peace which has prevailed so 
'ar. But we didn’t have to wait for 
donday to see the dragon of politics 

rear Its head. The case of Mr. Walkem, 
^which no one In the gallery understood, 
'junloosed the monster and revealed for 

a passing moment the struggles that 
are going on with it here behind the 
scenes, behind many a smiling face.

The case of Mr. Walkem was peculiar, 
[perhaps unique. For behold, Mr. Pat
tullo Jumped up to demand that Mr. 
Walkem, & Conservative, be added to 

4 [the public accounts committee. Mr.
jWalkem, It seems, had asked Mr. Pat- 

Hftullo to render him this favor, Mr. 
[Walkem being absent. Such a thing 
[as a Conservative applying to the 
Opposition Leader Instead, of the 
[Premier had never been heard of. It 
vas rank heresy. It was repudiation 
f the party. It was unforgivable. As 

[such it was accepted by the govem- 
jment and the Conservative members. 
(Bluntly they refused to put Mr. Walkem 
on the committee and Mr. Hlnchllffe 

’ whispered to Mr. Pattullo that already 
he was playing politics. The politics, 
Mr. Pattullo retorted, were being played j 
by the, Conservatives. Politics were 
certainly being played, anyway.

H

R PATTULLO forced a division 
finally on this extraordinary Issue 

if Mr. Walkem and the Conservative 
members voted solidly to exclude Mr. 
Walkem from the public accounts com
mittee. If that wasn’t reading a mem
ber out of the party, what was It? 
Conservative members said It was and 
they were glad, because the independ
ence of Mr. Walkem has long been a 
deep aggravation to the government.
CLOSED FIST

But there was more behind this 
amazing spectacle of Liberals all voting 
to put a Conservative on a committee 
and Conservatives all voting to keep 
him off. 'rtiere was behind it the 
hardening fist of the Prime Minister.

ir three years now his friends have 
been trying to persuade him to deal 
ruthlessly with recalcitrants in his own 
party. Always he has refused, pre
ferring the way of negotiation, the 
technique of the open hand. To Mr. 
Walkem was applied the technique of 
the closed fist, with a grim look on 
the collective face of the government 
as it stood behind its chief. Liberals 
might say that this wasn’t non
partisan government, but Conservative 
members only hoped that the new 
technique hadn't been started too late.

SLASH SOUGHT
British Columbia Legislature 

Will Be Asked to Seek Do
minion Action

É. C. Carson, Conservative, 
Lillooet, Introduces Reso
lution for Lowering Rates j

Action by the Dominion Govern
ment to bring In a plan to scale I 
down Interest charges which are j 
forcing some municipalities to de
fault ana creating serious finan- [ 
clal problems for other cities and | 
provincial governments Is called | 
for In a resolution filed for the l 
consideration of the B.C. Leglsla- I 
lure by E. C. Carson, Conservative, | 
Lillooet.
The resolution, which reads as fol-j 

lows, states the high rates of interest 
an government securities are prevent- j 

-jlng the investment of funds In busi- 
- jness enterprise :

"Whereas the burden of public debt 
iharges in Canada, federal, provincial 

-’and municipal, have become greater 
than the present ability of the tax
payer to carry;

“And, whereas through the great 
appreciation In the purchasing power 
of the Canadian doLar, the taxpayers 
are. called upon to pay security holders 
substantially more in actual wealth] 
than they contracted to pay;

"And, whereas these charges already 
have forced a number of Canadian 
municipalities to default on interest 
payments and threaten seriously to 
impair the financial structure of gov- 
lernment finance in Canada to the 
igreat loss not only of the citizens at 
large but also of the bondholders;;,lt

" And, whereas the principal sums in
terest on government securities ftrç 

i preventing the investment of funds in 
j ’business enterprise.

: "And. Whereas -thrTOttftdence i 
j Investors, the lack of which is in- . 
1 creasing the financial difficulties of 
igovernmente and preventing the use of 
[capital in business enterprise, caq best 
‘be restored by placing the govern- i 
[mental finances of the country on a 
ound basis, where outstanding obli- 

, . -gâtions are within the ability of the 
• [country to pay;

’And. whereas the principal sums in- 
Ivested in governmental securities of all 
|kinds must be-protected and can beat 
[abe protected by Interest rates within 
I the ability of the country to pay;
| "And. whereas this problem is nation 
Jv/lde and Can only be sol'.ed satlsfac- 
tftorily through federal action on a 
I ; national basis;
I "And, whereas the government of 
y British Columbia will not attempt 
8 alone under any circumstances 
JTmodlfy ‘its contracturai obligations 
U "Therefore be it resolved that this 
! House is of the opinion that the Goy- 
ernment of the Dominion of Canada 
should immediately devise a plan for 

a the scaling ‘ doxyn of interest rates on 
| governmental borrowings, federal, pro- 

vincial and ' municipal, having regard 
| to the present purchasing power of the 
| dollar and the ability of the country 
| to pay; and that a copy of this resolu- 
i j tion be forwarded to the Government, 
8 of the Dominion of Canada.



ide Demand For
Relief On Taxesl

legislature Will Be Asked to 
Aid Municipalities in Help

ing Taxpayers
S Reductions of Penalty and In

terest on Arrears 'and 
Moratoriums Poposed

H™ ilerlblon of penalties and Intcr- 
-est charges on municipal land 
texte tills year to give relief to 
taxpayers Is a practical certainty, 
according to Indications of opin
ion on the matter.
In addition to a flood of applications 

| from B.C. municipalities along this 
6 line, Premier Tolmle lias circularized 

municipal councils to gain lnforma-

|
tlc:i on the subject with a view to 
placlixg It before the municipal com
mittee of the Legislature.
Victoria's own tax arrears postpone
ment scheme has already bean given 
the approval of the council and will 
go to the House.

Just what form the relief will Jake 
is as yet undecided. It will involve 
amendments to the Municipal Act andfl 
a variety of schemes are suggested In

É
 resolutions which will go before the 
convention of the Union of B.C. Mu
nicipalities this wee!*.

The proposals range from full mora-u— 
tcrlvuus on arrears to mete adjustments tëgS 
of The penalty and Interest rates. The® 
Premier's circular asks for Informa 
tlon with regard to spreading of theV 
penalties. . gP

Tiic following cities and munlcipali- 
ties are asking for some form of re
adjustment: Burnaby, North Vancou
ver, North Cowl chan, Salmon Arm; I 
Summerland. Albernl, West Vancou-^ 
ver. Vernon tyod Victoria.

Among the schetnes proposed are:
Elimination of the penalty on cur

rent taxes providing a proportion of 9 
the arrears are paid, and fixing of thee 
interest rate on unpaid accounts at * 
per cont a month.

Reduction of the Interest to 5 pern 
cent on unpaid taxes with a five-year ftj 
postponement on arrears providing | 
attirent taxes are paid.

Repealing of the penalty, tax sales $ 
end foreclosures on farm lands for 
three^yecr period.

A moratorium on farm land taxes 1 
handled by n debt adjustment board.

Reduction of the penalty by 5 per | 
bent and extension from three to four I 

arc cf the time when a property must |
|be sold for taxes.

Elimination of the penalty and sub-i;,_

Iîiltution o' a 10 per cent discount 0* 
vvhen taxes arc paid on due date. !ggp 

Suspension of the annual tax salejkg 
this year and an extension to twojP* 
years of the period for redemption ofj 
property. «

Addition of the penalty at 1 per cent 
a month until 12 per cent is reached.

In view of the widespread demand 
for relief of this sort, it Is possible the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities will as
semble ibe verJoitb suggestions Into a 

•--•’••'•’on fy: suîimle-,
’ c ram.i.rc cf the

MROPRACTORS 
TO FIGHT AGAIN

‘Drugless Healers Will Also 
Seek Legislation at Present 

Session
Another effort will be made at this 

session to pass legislation giving chiro
practors and drugless physicians a sta
tus independent of the medical profes
sion. The struggle for recognition has 
been waged for several years by the 
combined organizations endeavoring to 
govern examinations through a board 
of their own.

This year, It Is anticipated, those who 
are exclusively chiropractors will have 
a bill of their own and drugless phy
sicians will endeavor to have legislation 
passed giving them recognition and the 
same bill, it is expected, will deal with 
cblropratocrs, as many of them also 
follow that profession.

Members of the Legislature are being 
circularized by the B.C. Chiropractic 
[Association, giving notice that that 
[body does not wish to be associated 
with any bill Introduced by the drug
less physicians, and will present A bill 
of Its own.

Last year two votes were taken In 
one day on similar bills and In each

Across The 
Bay

| The House listens to Mr. Pattullo 
■with a prophetic attention—try- 

I lng hard to disguise those fears 
and regrets which beset a man at 

I the last hour—end refusing to 
hasten that hour even to please Mr. 

Pattullo.

SOLID ON VOTE
[Reject Opportunity to Express 
Dissatisfaction on No Confi

dence Motion
[Put Minister Names in Hat 
and Pick Those Slated to Go, 

Pattullo Suggests
Conservative members of the Legis

lature voted as a -unit yesterday, when 
T. D. Pattullo, Opposition Leader, after 
speaking In the debate on the Speech 
from the Throne moved a no-confu 
denoe motion.

At the conclusion of his address, Mr. 
ittullo moved a motion "that the 

[ouse feels In duty bound to advise 
[Is Honor It does not feel this govern- 

Iment lias administered the affairs of 
[the province wisely and the course that 
las been pursued does not meet with 
lubllc approval." The division brought, 

la straight party vote.
George A. Walkem, Conservative, 

ranoouver, whose bolt from the party 
ras disclosed when all the Conserva

tives In the House voted to reject his 
name for the public accounts com- 
jmlttee,, voted with the government

Before the vote was put, Mr. Pat
tullo commented that many of the 
members had expressed their dissatis
faction with the government. They had 
been free In their utterances against 
It between session. "Why not be honest 
bout it now?" he asked, "and force 

i government to go to the country 
It ought."

Earlier In his speech Mr. Pattullo 
'Trred to the changes In the cabinet 

ich it has been announced will take 
ilace. "Some of the ministers look con- 
imed” he commented; "I suppose 

iy are wondering where It will fall, 
will make no difference. Put their 

amés in a hat and take your plck.’r

by H. B. W.

rpHE HOUSE listened to Mr. PattuHb j 
J- Monday. It listened with a new ] 

interest and a keener expectation which , 
even the elaborate disregard, the j 
labored carelessness and the organized j 
smirks of the government benches > 
could not quite hide. One eye on the ] 
election and the other on Mr. Bowser’s j 
new party, the House majority listened , 
a little wistfully to Mr. Pattullo, won
dering whether he would still be safely I 
on the left of Mr, Speaker next year.] 
when a lot of us will be left at home.

What It thought of Mr. Pattullo’s 
Ideas the House did not Indicate, but 
that hardly mattered, since they will 
go to a higher tribunal shortly. They 
were not sufficiently powerful to break 
the solid Conservative bloc, not even to 
extract Mr. Walkem and Mr. Dlok, 
whose love for the government Is no
torious, but probably Mr. Pattullo 
hardly expected It. His want-of- 
confldence motion was Intended no 
doubt to be the usual gesture, to put 
the Conservative majority on record as 
supporting the government-—which Mr 
Pattullo evidently thought sufficient to 
seed Its doom.

GETTING STILL BETTER

Apart PROM Mr. Pattullo’» Ideas, 
the whole House, most of which Is 

unfriendly, had to admit that his man
ner of delivering them, of marshalling 
them, of making them glisten with 
sudden flashes of repartee and wit. Is 
Improving all the time. From a halt
ing, hesitant and self-conscious speaker, 
Mr. Pattullo has developed Into a sea
soned debater who could hold his own 
in any parliament and who derive* a 
Joy out of his own speaking which he 
cannot conceal. No one enjoyed Mr. 
Pattullo’» excellent speech, Indeed, 
more than Mr. Pattullo. He. fairly 
radiated delight, and the fierce pleasure 
of battle as he put the government in 
Its place which was a pleasure to be
hold, and a complete confidence In his 
party’s ability which cheered us all 
immensely.

Mr. Pattullo had hardly condemned 
the Speech from the Throne, Mr. 
Twlgg’s "funereal dirge" and Captain 
Fitzsimmons’ "simplicity and nalvette" 
before loud applause from the Liberal 
benches signalized the arrival of Mr. 
Walkem for the first time. But there 
was no applause from the government 
benches—only that self-conscious look 
of parents trying to pretend that they 
haven't seen, little Johnnie shooting 
peas at their guests. Mr. Pattullo did 
not pause, however, and Mr. Walkem 
sat down in his usual chair among the 
Conservatives to whom he has bidden 
farewell, not among the opposition 
members, who would be glad to wel
come him.

* *

AS USUAL, Mr. Pattullo delivered 
himself of many a sharp epigram 

and salty phrase which had been crying 
aloud for utterance this long while and 
prepared, one suspected, with as much 
aid from the dictionary as from Mr. Pat' 
tuollo*s own ample storehouse of vocab
ulary. "Unrepentant and ’uttregenerate 

" government . . . government barque 
wallowing in the trough of hesitancy 
. . , fraudulent estimates . . . orgy of 
spending . . . financial morass . . . 
programme of ballyhoo . . . policy of 
froth and foam ..." All these, and 
many another sharp dig In the govern
mental ribs kept us cheerful all after
noon But, while relying utterly on the 
-Libert Party and repudiating the sug- 

of any other arrangement, Mr 
Pattullo was not bitter, as such things

fy FOR PREMIER

FIR THE PREMIER he seemed ;
have more pity than anger, 

only important statement Inserted 1 
the Premier in the Speedh from f

M Throne, he seemed to think, waa \ 
gorgeous assertion that the govei 
"had refused to be stampeded." 1 
even this wee quite false. For. eald 1 
Pattullo, looking with kindly eye I 
a friendly smile at his chief eni 
(who smiled back and made moren 
for his reply on the morrdw),
Prime Minister had been stampeded"! 
every direction—forward and 1 
and eldewaya and endwise, until tl 
poor man had no idea where he r 
going at an.

To assist him, Mr Pattullo 1 
the helpful suggestion the* he go toll 
the country and right away. Bui then | 
was no enthusiasm about thla l 
among Conservatives, only a silly titter 
which did not hide the cold chills 
creeping up and down many a Conser
vative back. Viewing It thus, this un
repentant and unregenèrate govern
ment, this government which had re
fused fdr nearly five years to go to the 
country and get defeated and let him 
In, Mr. Pattullo paused almost 111 de-[ 
spalr. In the end he could only con-ifi 
elude gloomily that no one understood || 
what kind of a government it was ex-j 
cept that It waa "superlatively lncom-|

OLD RECORD

r7 MADE him feel better to contem-j 
plate hla own government, which 1 
did In familiar detail. It made an 1: 

presslve record. And yet In those f 
old days, what had the present i 
ters done? Had they sat In oft 
and rendered the good old govei 
decent and patriotic support?
They had eat there while the good 1 
ernment labored to save the country, Ij] 
and they had gloated over Its misery y 
and Its sacrifice.

Mr. Pooley had gloated with 
"Mephistopliellan glee." Mr. Jones had || 
gloated with "muscotonlan delight." 
which must have been very delightful 11 
indeed, though the House, through Its j 
laughter, had no Idea what It waa like fj 
or where Mr. Pattullo had secured euch jf 
a lovely word. Mr. Hlnchllffe had 
gloated with an "oleaginous sophistry." 
Mr. McKenzie had gloated with "wild IS 
canabalistlc gesticulations" until he |jj

[had finally torn out all hla hair. Mr. 
r [Maitland had gloated and promised 

rjthat when hla party was elected the 
Canadians driven out of their country 
•y bad times would see the light In thsE 

J window and come home. And Mr | 
€attuUo h,msel* gloated as he de- p] 
“JlcTdaya th*“ gloatlng8 or the good|

i\HOUR STRUCK
JOW. HE SAID, the government was 

trying to undermlhe his prestige 
Tlthltt hla own party, but without suc

cess. And while thus working under
ground It waa proposing on the surface 
i holy union and abandonment of 
barty in the hope of avoiding Its doom, 
put already the hour had struck. Two 
nlnlstera were to go next month (be 
rendered which two and observed t 
hey all looked worried) and the l 
later. The proepect did not alarm J . 
‘attullo—the propect of taking over I 
haky structure, a financial Jlg-s" 

buzzle, the disagreeable scrape s 
left-overs of the government’s flve-yi 
[•feast. He could handle the situât 

nd he gave the House a brief Idea t 
» would do It. He also gave tbel 
oneyed people some pretty plain ad-f 

on general economica and thef 
of .providing Jobs for the uaem-| 

oyed it they wanted to
He gave the Premier a list c 

i twenty deadly sins of omission i 
He gave The Vai 

ovlnce a sharp lecture on mai 
1 morale. . Finally he gave the 1 
•atlve majority an opportu 
i Itself Instantly out of 

hlch, with characteristic stubl 
1,stupidity, it refused to accept.^
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Reasonable Wage 
Instead of Dole
Liberal Policy

Catalogu

Utilization of National Credit 
and Public Works to Aid 

Unemployed

Refunding at Lower Rates of 
Interest Possible, Says Op

position Leader

Utilization of the national 
credit to start the wheels of 
industry moving so that 
workers in British Colum
bia can get away from the 
dole system and be employed 
at reasonable wages was 
advocated by T. D. Pattullo, 
opposition leader, in the 
Legislature yesterday. The 
proposal was embraced in a 
definite policy outlined by 
Mr.. Pattullo to put unem
ployed in British Columbia 
back on payrolls and restore 
purchasing power to the 

. hands of the people.
“IMPOTENT WAITINÇ”

Recalling the speech of H. D. Twigg 
'who opened the debate on the Speech 
' from the Throne, Mr. Pattullo re- 
j marked, "We are told -that with the in- 
jher^nt courage and fortitude of our 

?le and our inimitable resources 
thing will eventually be all right." 

"I entirely disagree with this policy 
lot impotent waiting," he said, with 
j emphasis, and scored the government 
for its failure to heed early warnings 
on the unemployment problem it would 
have to face and its failure to effi

ciently handle the matter.
"Have we nothing to offer other than 

to cut down governmental public 
| works, municipal services, express and "

Criticizes Tolmie Government 
For Inefficiency Under 

Twenty-five Headings

Extravagance, Ineptitude and 
Financing Under Scathing 

Review
The Tolmie Government was 

floundering around in a sea of In
competence and1 Incapability and 
hod neither the decency or the 
courage to go to the country and 
face the Issue. T. D. Pattullo. Lib
eral" leader. declared In the Legis
lature yesterday in the course of 
a speech in which he listed twenty- 
five Indictments against the pre
sent British Columbia admlnlstra-I tlon.

1 A crowded gallery was present when 
'the opposition leader in speaking In 
' the debate on the Speech from the 
Throne launched his charges which 
covered Inefficiency, extravagance, 
secret bond sales, Ineptitude, rampant

I partisanship and reckless financing 
-endangering the credit of the province.
!

1 placed upon the land. The man who 
I was able to grow bis own food supplies
Hi * ,M‘*

| telegraph services and all other public 
I services?" he asked. "Is this all that 
| is to be offered to the people?”
I "What is industry going to do? What 
Ils going to happen to all those thrown 
■ out of work ? Are we to continue to go < 
1 from bad to worse?

"With riots taking place, municlpalt-

was In a very much better position 
than standing In the breadline, 
being herded Into camps.

He noted the Minister of Lands was 
announcing some new land policy. If 
It were a feasible policy, the speaker 
would be glad to support it when sub- 
-mlttedMo this House, but long since 
should adequate measures have been |! 
taken.

Consideration would have to be given 
j to the spread of endeavor through 
i shorter working hours and shorter 
week. Already large industry ha» begun 

j the process In the United States and, 
he believed, at least one large concern 1 

’ in the r Dominion of Canada. This 
should be accomplished without the 

; reduction of wages below a reasonable ! 
standard of living.

1 ECONOMIC COUNCIL
He believed that a national economic j] 

council should be established as well j 
'• as provincial economic councils to col- ; 
laborate therewith. These councils j 

: should be composed of scientists. In-
in rlaTlet* *pnnftTnUt.X and lflhnF.

I

golpg Into the hands of receivers. 
I with -the financial resources of our :n ' me nuauvim resources or our i - 

-pie being depleted and, worse than! 
it, with their morale being broken! j
Bii lfi ther#» nnthlncr tonoiWo t.n' 1, Is there nothing tangible to'" 
ir? I* It sufficient to sit back andjj 

'tat this Legislature can do no- j

9 collective power of our people.! 
tented through government, Is 

move forward but only to 
ward. What can be expected 

9 endeavor?
fc out upon our. provincial hlgh-I 

have seven thousand men in] 
d road material for our roads, 
i that badly need Improving, 
nnnot bring the roads, the! 
rial and the men together, 
tent state of affairs cannot 
1 to continue. The physical 

tentai powers of our people must 
**-'Uzed and our credit used to 

! Wheels of Industry moving. 
N8

^dustrlaïlsts. economists and labor.
Through the efforts of this organiza

tion, Industrial effort could be co
ordinated and a closer relationship be

ll tween production and consumption 
f/j could be brought about. This organisa- 
"'tlon could be of Immense benefit in 
I j assisting private enterprise in the 
| isecuring and holding of markets and 
tithe wheels of progress be set moving, 
f "Consideration also should at once 
[fbe given to the refunding of our ob- 
|>llgatlons at lower rates of interest," 
li Mr. Pattullo proceeded." The people of 
M to-day have become fearful of what 
Hth* future has in store. Many are not
Mspending what they otherwise would j ;

rary measure. Mr. PattuUo 
public wprke should be 

out on the basis

, would increase purchas- 
-----lid result in a dimln-

^spend, not knowing Just what is going

"I have been assured by many 
holders of bonds that they would gladly 
[accept & lesser rate of Interest If they 

ould be assured of their principal.
"At a time when commodity prices 

| are extremely low and wages are ex- 
ltremely low, the price of money Is 
I extremely high and this province Itself 
gis paying ruinous Interest rates.

“It Is not the policy of the party 
| which I lead to say that we must sit 
B down and. do nothing and that nothing 

i be done. There 1» a great deal that 
» and must be done. All that it re- 

1 quires is courage and. common sense 
| to dp It, but it is clear from the record 

oent that it is Un
it results from it.”

Mr. Pattullo's charges were:
"Creation of the largest and most 

inefficient cabinet in the history of 
(British Columbia. This action of ex
pediency has turned out to b,e very 
: Inexpedient and, according to pub
lished reports, it is now proposed to 
cut down the number of ministers.

"Betting up an audit, obviously de
signed primarily to discredit the for
mer administration rather than to pre- 
isent a truer picture of the financial 
affairs of the province.

"Appointing commissions of various 
kinds, costing thousands of dollars. 
This money was entirely Wasted,

]the results have been nil.
"Selling British Columbia bonds 

secretly and without public tender, 
thereby at once creating in the public j 
mind a lack of confidence.

"Embarking upon a policy of wan- | 
ton extravagance and an orgy of spend
ing,, notwithstanding the fact that 8 
they were warned that thèy were head-lf 
ing this province Into a financial |

"The government was warned against 
selling short-term, issues in the United 
States, which have since matured, and 
which are costing the province millions 
of dollars.

SPENDTHRIFT POLICY*
"As a consequence of the spend

thrift policy of the government, frau
dulent estimates were submitted to 
the House to make it appear that the 
budget would be balanced. Anyone - 
familiar with the situation knew that 

fthe figures were Juggled and subse
quent events made It evident to every

111. "With revenue» falling and expendi
tures'Increasing, the government pro
posed additional taxation, adding Im
post after Impost, while still continu
ing, a wasteful policy of extravagance. 
While protesting frugality it Indulged! 
in profligacy. Not content .with new ! 
Impositions of Taxation upon the people ! 
pf the province at large, It took away l 
from, and limited amouts, which had i 
been payable to the municipalities/It | 
also provided for collecting two in-| 
com* taxes this year, 1033-33.
. "Notwithstanding that member» of}: 
the present administration charged the | 
previous administration with negli
gence in respect of unemployment, | 
this government refused at Its very | 
first session, to recognize that such 
problem existed, and made no provision g 
thefefor. ‘ [

"Wbep.;finally, the government was! 
[compelled ta recognize that the prob-S 
lent was" here in- ever-increasing mag- g 
jnitude, the government had already |

I' ^ _
"The means adopted to cope with un- £ 

employment. relief have been entirely ™ 
inadequate, inequitable and calculated 
to break down the morale of out 
people. Several thousand boys and girls 
pass out of our schools each year only 
to flpd nothing to do. Young men are 
herded In camps and fed like cattle 
over the winter. The stituation is un
healthy In the extreme and a work 
programme should lông since have been 
Instituted.

"Notwithstanding that the previous 
government had been charged with 
extravagance and creating deficits, the 
present administration increased’ the 
annual expenditure by millions, in spite 
of falling revenues, finally culminating 
In a deficit In a single year amount
ing to more than $7,000.000.
. "Notwithstanding that the previous 
government had been charged with im
posing unnecessary taxation, members 
of this government complained that 
the previous government should not 
have reduced taxes which It did reduce, 
and the present government at once 
proceeded to impose additional imposts 
in every direction.

"Notwithstanding that the previous 
administration was charged with par- 
tlzanshlp, partizanship under this ad

ministration has been rampant In the 
1 extreme.
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INJURED SERVICE MORALE 
"Men were dismissed from the civil 

irvlce without warrant, charges 
igalnst them made which could not be 
substantiated and the government 
:ompelied to reinstate them in office 
saving aside the heartaches of these 
Individual members and their families, 
the morale of the service generally has 
ueen greatly injured.

"The -government appointed an ex- 
iravagant three-man Liquor Board but 

ras compelled to reduce same to 
ie-ma.n board.
"The1 government superannuated the 

former Agent-General, who had only 
‘îeld office some six years, at a cost 
if several thousand dollars a year, in 
irder to make room for thé appoint
ment of one of its ministers, whose ln- 
ipaclty was only on a par with that 

of the government generally.
"The government has disrupted our 

[educational system without providing 
for proper provision to adequately carry 
Mo. In respect of so important^ prob
lem, with Its Innumerable ramiflca- 
liions, all interest» concerned should 

lave been taken into consultation. In- 
iteed of which the government pro- 

jeeeded autocratically, leaving the edu- 
-càtlonal authorities throughout the 

^province to HoUnder out of the dlffl- 
:CUlty as best they may. 
l^dLICY OF SECRECY

•The government has pursued a

Frank Intimation 
Party would have no 
mler Tolmie'» plans f 
and a challenge to 
to make public any 
has In mind which 
have put Into effect i 
to one majority he ha 
were gfven by T. D. Pa 
of the Opposition, in 
Pure yesterday.
The sincerity of the 

union government wa 
contrasted with the ef 
mine Mr. Pattullo's lea 
disrupt the Liberal fori

"The Liberal Party ha 
and they gave me a clei 

I to use my discretion
E coizl fhû T (Kaval

find

'policy of secrecy. While continuously 
irsulng a publicity ballyhoo of froth 
id foam it, at the same time, con

stantly withheld Information, and 
[when It did give information, fre
quently gave information which was 
lot Inaccordance with the facts.

"In Its redistribution measure the 
(government gerrymandered two, Liberal 
seats out of existence. In thé case of 
Columbia constituency, a by-election I 
was called almost before the Incumbent j 
was decently interred, under the ex
cuse that the constituency should have! 
representation at the approaching ses-'j 
Sion, yet we now find the tiding of] 
Mackenzie unrepresented for slg! 
month» and. no representation In the 
House this session.

"In respect to the unemployment] 
problem, not only was there a stlflinj 
of information but there was a shame, 
less evasion of the trùth and there li 
no doubt; that one of the reasons of] 
the difficulties that occurred between 
ithe province and the Dominion waej 
dûe to the fact that the government 
sought to, and. did, charge up to i# 
(employment relief some of the orti"

Titles of the province, thus pi 
---------- - ‘he burden---- "

said the Liberal leader, 
we are a cohesive and 
based upon sound prln 
cies and we are ready 
give this country good 
ment at any time.

"We hear suggestions 
| way out of the impass 
i a non-party govemmei 
[j party would be able to < 
w party governments are 
I Mr. Pattullo commente 
j THE CHALLENGE 
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■j what the mysterious 
| which he has in mind,
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ough its orgy cf spending, with 
corresponding constructive pro- 

"«Ut o' the province 
I,— ,. 'y;1 the 'oweet of the province! 

Dominion, whereas formerly the 
th" Province was equal to 

en7 other province in the 
Dominion of Canaaa, or even to the 
Dominion of Canada Itself.

"The government placed'the dlepoeaf • 
Property through partisan 

^ throu61l IU bungling
I Ï injured the University

or British Columbia and the sale of 
the University Endowment Lands.
*k "1?l8,g0Yernment was opposed Srom 
the beginning to humanitarian legls- 
tatlon designed to ameliorate the lot 
of those unable to take care of them- 
selves, while It has favored special in
terests by way of special legislation and 
exclusive franchises. j
„,Jh:?U8h pr°m«»cy, inadequacy and', 

a ineptitude thi. administra-1
,, tlon haa lowered public respect for 
' h\“ 'orolsheu ground jLntlmenv' 6 °‘ unh“lth7 Public j
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FOR LIBERALS
Liberal Leader Challenges 
Sincerity of Premier’s Plans 

For British Columbia

\sks What Measures He Could 
Not Have Passed With His 

Big Majority

Frank Intimation the Liberal 
Party would have no part in Pre
mier Tolmie*» plans for a coalition 
and a challenge to the Premier 
to make ptibllc any measures he 
has In mind which he «told not 
have put Into effect with the three 
to one majority he has behind him 
were gfcen by T. D. Pattullo, Leader 
of the Opposition, In the Legisla
ture yesterday.
The sincerity of the proposal for a 

union government was also sharply 
contrasted with the efforts to under
mine Mr. Pattullo's leadership and to 
disrupt the Liberal forces In the pro

che Liberal Party had a convention 
and they gave me a clear cut mandate 
to use my discretion on this point," 
said the Liberal leader. I want to say 
we are a cohesive and coherent force 
based upon sound principles and poli
cies and we are ready to step In and] 
give this country good sound govern
ment at any time.

"We hear suggestions made that the

I
 way out of the impasse Is by having! 
a non-party government—that a no-

I
 party would be able to do things which 
party governments are unable to do," 
Mr. Pattullo commented.

THE CHALLENGE
j "I would like the Prime Minister,
Mduring this session, to tell the House] 
j what the mysterious measures arei 
j which he has In mind, which should be 
1 carried Into effect by a union govern- 
rjment, which he thinks can only be 
|| carried Into effect by a non-party ad- 
!|ministration," Mr. Pattullo said. "What 
I are these measures, either of policy or]
| administration, that he could not putj 
| into effect with the three to one ma-j 
Ijorlty which has been his?"
1 Mr. Pattullo at some length con- 
Itrasted the records of the Liberal ad- 
| ministration and the present and for- 

Imer Conservative Governments to she 
1 which course it was advisable for tl 

icople of the province to follow. I 
Jhowed how in handling the returnee 
isoldler problem the Libera^ administra
tion faced a similar situation to that| 
1 which existed to-day. Public works g 
I undertaken to rehabilitate veterans g 
l were referred to and social legislations g 

reviewed. Those activities cost the.8 
I province money but if they had not | 
I been undertaken the money would || 
I have had to be spent as charity.
I "When our administration lei 
I floe in 1928, the poeltlon of <
1 vlnclal affairs was thor “
'land the credit of our f 
jhlgh as that of r 
g the Domlnf '
B Dominion <
Itullo rer

iERAL LEADER 
LAUDS CAMPAK

Emergency Employment Plan 
Here Is Cited in Legislature
The Citizens* Emergency plan 

launched in Victoria yesterday, was 
commended by Hon. T. D. Pattullo, 
opposition, during his speech In the 
(Legislature.

Mr. Pattullo scored the government 
for Its failure to get behind any simi
lar move to remedy unemployment. 
Similar systems had been successful 
elsewhere and there was no reason why 
the government should not have done 
something along these lines which 
would relieve distress without adding 
a taxation burden to be distributed 
through the dole.

"Thousands of dollars will be put In 
circulation In Victoria through this 
campaign. It is a substantial move to 
combat the depression and will be suc
cessful, I’m sure," he added.

ruary

TWO INCOME 
TAXES A YEAR\

By Jumping forward the 1932 In 
come Tax payments from June tv 
March, Hon. J. W. Jones, Minister of 
Finance, is guilty of slick practice to 
collect two payments in one fiscal 
year, T. D. Pattullo, Opposition Leader, 
told the Legislature yesterday.

Taxpayers all over the province are 
making Income Tax returns to-day. 
Payments must accompany these re-

Last year the returns were made on 
March 31 and payment was due in 
June. The fiscal year begins on April 
1 and ends March 31. Hence Mr. 
Jones is bolstering up his accounts 
for the current year, according to the 
Opposition Leader, by collecting two ' 
years’ Income Tax in one year.

Mr. Pattullo declared that this piece 
of sllcknesa was on a par with the 

[whole financial methods of the present 
! minister.

MR. BOWSER'S PARTY AND 
DR. TOLMIE’S PARTY

Si

S&Ü

Six months ago Premier Tolmie, declaring that j 
conditions were so emergent in the province that | 
a union government was necessary, invited Mr. | 
Pattullo and Mr. Bowser to join him in effecting i 
a party junction under his leadership. Mr. Pat- ; 
tullo, having opposed the administration under that 
leadership, both in the Legislature and out of it, 
naturally declined the invitation. Mr. Bowser, who 
is of the same political stripe as Dr. Tolmie, but , 
who has not been active in public life for the last 
six years, also refused to associate himself with 
the Premier’s project.

Now, Mr. Bowser has a union government ! 
party of. his own, but as far as we can learn he ! 
has not invited the Premier to join him under his 
leadership/ This is not nice of Mr. Bowser. Dr. 
Tolmie invited him to attend his party; why should 
he not return the compliment by inviting the Pre
mier to come to his party? That is the way it 
is done in all polite society; indeed, one invitation j 
of this sort always involves a similar return courtesy. 
Wedding presents are in the same category. Mr. 
BoWser will find this custom commended in all 
standard works on social etiquette.

It was inevitable that the Conservative party 
regulars should endeavor to use Mr. Bowser’s 
irruption into public life as leader of his own par
ticular union party as an argument against any [ 
further efforts by the Premier to form a similar 1 
political establishment. It will be recalled that f
when Dr. Tolmie invited Mr. Pattullo and Mr. 
Bowser into his proposed fold and they declined 

; the invitation, -he announced that he would not 
| abandon his attempt to form a union government 
t but would continue his efforts after the session of 
I the Legislature, and would go to the country under 
| the new auspices.
| The Conservative party regulars, to whom a 
j union government is anathema, have been laboring 
8 mightily with him ever since to dissuadé him from 
\ this purpose, and now that Mr. Bowser has beaten
ihim to it they hope he will relegate the whole dis

agreeable scheme to the limbo of forgotten night
mares and stick by the straight party ship until 
she sinks.

Unfortunately for these aspirations, the Pre
mier has committed himself to his programme in 
numerous announcements, notwithstanding that he 
has known all along that Mr. Bowser was meditat
ing an early plunge into the icy waters which en
gulfed him some seventeen years ago. Hpw can 
the Premier now turn his back on his public declar
ations without exposing himself to die reflection 
that .Mr. Bowser has forced him to swallow him
self? On the other hand, is there any material 
with which to form another union party which Mr. 
Bowser has left unsolicited?

Sp

But if tlie Premier shall resolutely proceed 
with his union plan regardless of Mr. Bowser’s 
intervention, who will lead the party regulars? Mr.

Ï j Maitland, K.G. has been mentioned as a probable 
' chieftain, but the most recent information is that

he is not enamored of the role and, besides, is look- ; 
‘ ing in another direction. Old-time Conservatives 

shudder at the bare thought of their party going 
£g| j about with a lantern looking for a leader, but in

i
view of the fact that the Premier is on public 
record as stating that their party is incapable of 
giving the province a satisfactory administration 
and that there should be a union government, it 
"si - - | is not surprising that there is no rush for the dubious 
! distinction.

We appear to have traveled a long way since 
i those halcyon days of 1928 when the majority
(electorate of the province changed governments be

cause “it was time for a change.” The electors 
j § certainly have had their changes, and the chang-

f ing is still going on. Incidentally, there is a cer- 
, | tain pungent irony in the fact that some of the 

party stalwarts who worked hard at the Kamloops 
convention six years ago to substitute Dr. Tolmie 

î for Mr. Bowser as Conservative leader are now 
wearing the Bowser label. We hope both Premier 

& \ Tolmie and Mr. Bowser have been able to preserve
^ a certain sense of sardonic humor in the light of

these developments.
The situation is rather embarrassing for the 

Conservative party press. Our local morning con
temporary, being a die-hard Tory, naturally re- 

f gards the union government idea with heavy loath
ing. It is heart and soul with the regulars who 
demand that Premier Tolmie repudiate his union 
madness and stick to his leaky galleon. On the 

, j « other hand, our afternoon contemporary in Van
couver, The Province, which originally put the 
union idea into the Premier’s head, has been urging 
him to stick to his mirage with the implied threat 
that if he shall fail to do so it never will play with j 

b > ? him again. If he shall form his own union gov-
fe \ §5, 1 emment The Province can not escape supporting

1 him. Tf he shall recant, as The Colonist wants i 
him to do, The Province will support Mr. Bowser. | 
And whatever they do in these respects both our 
Victoria and Vancouver contemporaries will be 
backing losing horses, since neither Dr. Tolmie 
nor Mr. Bowser has the slightest chance of win
ning the election. The Liberal forces of British J 
Columbia will furnish the next provincial gov
ernment.

1$
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rnor Inspecting Guard of Honor! OPENING OF PROVINCIAL SE

BOVE is shown Hon. J. W. Fordham Johnson, Lieutenant-Governor, inspecting the guard of honor 
chosen from the First Battalion of the Sixteenth Canadian Scottish. The Esquimalt naval base also 

provided a detachment for the guard of honor under the command of Lieutenant-Commander F. G. Hart. 
On the left of His Honor is Captain S. Robertson, who had command of the Sixteenth Scottish guard. In 

the rear of the Governor is seen Brigadier J. Sutherland Brown.

Dignitaries Leaving Formal Opening

A

.

i BOVE are shown the various dignitaries who officiated at the formal opening of the final session of 
A. the Seventeenth Legislature of British Columbia. The photograph was taken after the Speech from 
the Throne was concluded and Hon. J. W. Fordham Johnson, Lieutenant-Governor, was returning to 
Government House. Hia Honor is seen a little to the right and in the rear of Lieutenant-Colonel A. V. 
Tremaine, who is the foremost figure in the picture. Behind the Lieutenant-Governor are seen Commander 
V. G. Brodeur, senior naval officer at the Esquimalt naval base, and A. M. D. Fairbaim, His Honor’s 
secretary. On the extreme right is Lieut.-Commander A. C. Wurtele, R.C.N., while to the right and 

rear of the Lieutenant-Governor is Brigadier J. Sutherland Brown.

the Speech from the Throne which 
yesterday’s session of the Provincial 1 
was more than usually confined to a l 
past happenings. So far as it outlines the < 
that the session will take it is not a document at 1 
all illuminating. In fact, all the legislation fore- F 
cast is that dealing with the Public Schools Act, | 
the Vital Statistics Act, the Mineral Act and the 
Placer-Mining Act. The supposition, thereto; 
is that such legislation will be of the amen 
variety. In other words, no new Acts are fût 
cast, though there will be some.

__ _ it is a matter of satisfaction to the taxpayers I
that such stress should be laid on the economies |

| that have been effected. These have been morè ! 
widespread than many people imagine, for the 1 

j Finance Minister has done a great deal towards | 
reducing the deficit which was normally expect- j 
ed in the 1932-1933 Budget owing to the falling M 
off in taxation collections. It is a difficult mat-1[ 
ter in these times for any Government to esti
mate revenues, with economic conditions as they 1 
are. The best that can be done is to make the I 
most conservative ^provision. Mr. Jones thought 1 
he had done this when the last Budget was in- jl 
troduced. He found, however, that economi&Q 
conditions continued depressed, with the result | 
that the revenues anticipated did not reach the | 
mark set. So far there is no indication of what | 

(the actual deficit will be. There is more than! 
another month to elapse in the present fiscal j 
year, and an estimate will be possible while the | 
Legislature is in session.

The Government recognizes the possibilities | 
pi of useful development in mineral resources, and |
I j a paragraph of the Speech is devoted to this end. I 
! ' j Especial attention is paid to the gold mining in- II 

dustfry, both in lode formation and in alluvial 11 
gravels. In this respect the public as a whole are I 

; at one with the administration in the belief that I 
rjthë present year will see a considerable increase i 
j Jl in the output of the precious metal. One feature j 
[of encouragement in this respect is that outside J 
.«capital is already flowing into the province forJj 

|i the purpose of such development.
Some modern Speeches from the Throne arefl 

more important for what they leave unsaid than fl 
for: what they say. It may be hoped that the! 
present one can be listed in that category. There I 
is Ao aspect of the review of happenings of the! 
past contained in the Speech that is unworthy of | 
coalment, but the public would be better satisfied fl 
in Connection with all such statements were it fl 
possible to outline, if only in general terms, any I 
new legislation that is proposed. The supposi- V 
tion always is that any Government has suchl 
legislation prepared well in advance. When it I 
has, then much time is saved, and a Legislature I 
can transact its purposes in a business-like way. I 

| It Is the public wish that the present session 1 
'i should be short and to the point. The people are I 
| weary of speechifying and political recriminations. I 
What they want is action which will tend towards I 
the improvement of economic conditions, and if I 
that can be brought about by less legislation, | 
thçn the less will be the cost of j

To Select Committee—Col.
| Lister was named chairman of| 

committee to select standing | 
nittees by the House yesterday,! 

Messrs. J. W. Cornett. James! 
a. Beatty, Dr. H. C. Wrinch and F.I 
"I. MacPherson. After the filing I 

pjof routine reports for 1931 and the! 
pflrst part of 1932, the House ad-j 

until 3 p.m. today.
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favorable Omen Cast by 
|Stm and Sky as Session 
Of>ens in Bright Scene

I Gay Spectacle Witnessed by Thousands as Lieu
tenant-Governor Arrives for Ceremony at 

Parliament Buildings—Naval and Military 
Forces Add Splendor to Occasion

TO the accompaniment of saluting cannon, playing bands 
and troops on parade, the final session of the Seventeenth 
« Legislature of British Columbia was formally opened yes-' 

Iterday afternoon by Hon. J. W. Fordham Johnson, Lieutenant- 
8 Governor. King’s weather favored the opening, with typical 
iblue skies and bright sunlight of Victoria in a pleasant mood. 
4 Hundreds attended the ceremonies, lining the streets to the 
1 Legislative Buildings, where an impressive array of naval and 
^military forces did honor to the representative of His Majesty.

Actual proceedings in the House 
were formal and brief. Rt. Rev, 
Bishop C. D. Schofield led in prayer. 
The Speech from the Throne was 
delivered by His Honor. A sincere 
expression of sympathy 
[tended by Premier Tolmie and T. 
D. Pattullo to the relatives of the 
late Michael Manson, former Con
servative member for Mackenzie 
District, whose vacant chair and 
unattended desk were marked by a 
large floral wreath. The House 
passed a standing vote of con
dolence to the relatives. 

sti Selection of a committee on com- 
! a mittees, filing of routine reports, 

/and provision for the next sitting,
- closed the business of the opening 
day. Tomorrow H. D. Twigg (Con
servative, Victoria) and Captain 
James Fitzsimmons (Conservative, 
Kaslo-Slocan) will be heard as 
mover and seconder, respectively, of 
the Address in Reply to the Speech 
from the Throne.

SPEECH FROM THRONE 
Attended by his aides apd escort, 

and received by Premier Tolmie 
and Mr. Speaker Davie, His Honor 
read the Speech from the Throne in 
a clear, firm voice. It was as fol
lows:

“Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
Legislative Assembly :

“I welcome you to the Fifth Ses
sion of the Seventeenth Parliament 
of British Columbia.
"The year ltf32 has been 

eventful one in the history of Can 
ada and this Province. The out
standing event of the year has been 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
at Ottawa, where a new policy of 
intense significance to the future 
of the world trade was adopted. As 
a result of the agreements entered 
into, Canada has been given prefer
ence on her primary products, 
which should result in great benefits 
to her.

“During the year, this Province 
was honored by a visit from Their 
Excellencies the Right Honorable 
the Earl of Bessborough, Governor- 
General of Canada, and his gracious 
consort, the Countess of Bess- 

iugh.
'As forecast last year, the first 

Columbia Government In
spections! Tour, organized by the 
Agent-General of this Province in 

and financed by those 
Ipating in the tour, resulted in 

representative party leaving 
toward the end of May,

, for a tour of the Dominion, a 
itinerary being arranged for 
Columbia, which, in addl- 
providing attractions from a 
standpoint, furnished the 

r financial and commercial; 
which must precede ln- 

trade.
r Government was represented 

Interprovincial Conference 
last month, when 
i given to the

and I;
| relief conditions.
S “(2.) Unemployment and social 

' $ insurance.
S “(3.) Old-age pensions.

Duplication of Dominion 
H and Provincial taxation.

“(5) Company law.
“(6.) Jurisdiction over insurance 

companies.
"(7.) Avoidance of overlapping

I where both Dominion and Provin
cial authorities are exercising juris
diction.
“(8.) The regulation of truck^and 
motor-bus services competing- with 

_ interprovincial and national rail 
5transportation facilities.

■ ^ “(9.) Uniform statistical informa
tion.

LOSS IS REGRETTED 
“Since last we met, this Legisla- 
I ture has suffered a loss in the death 
I of Mr. Michael Manson, one of the I oldest and most honored members 
I of the Leglslatpre. His passing has 
been deeply felt by all those who 
had the privilege of knowing him.

“The timber industries of the Pa
cific Coast, like all others, were af
fected, by economic conditions and 

I curtailment of markets. It is en- 
I couraging, however, to note that, 
while total deep-sea shipments from 

I the North Pacific dropped still fur- 
I ther in 1932, those from British 
I Columbia increased by 10 per cent 
and the trade within the Empire 

I increased 69 per cent over 1931, due 
I very large to the trade-extension 
I work conducted Jointly by my Gov- I emment and the timber interests,
I and but for which a considerable 
further curtailment in operations 

I and employment would have fol- 
| lowed.
“Adverse economic conditions 
I have emphasized the possibilities 
I for useful and profitable employ- 
I ment in the development of our 
j mineral resources. Whilst it is true 
] that the low level of base-metal I world prices has retarded that 
I branch of the industry, the Prov- I ince, it is becoming ever more ap- I parent, possesses important and as I yet undeveloped gold resources,I both in lode formation and in its al- 
[luvial gravels. It is gratifying to I note that this is being recognized 
I by those with capital to invest at I home and abroad, as well as by the 
I enterprising manhood of the coun
try who are equipping themselves 
for prospecting this year.

I “Amendments to the *Mineral 
Act* and the ‘Placer-Mining Act’

I calculated to bring those Statutes I more in line with present condi- I tions, but in nowise to change the 
I vital underlying principles of our 
I mining laws, will be submitted.
I NEW LAND POLICY
I “Agriculture, in common with 
I other industries, has suffered from 
3 deflated prices and lack of markets. 
I With the preferences accorded agri-

turist should be the first to regain 
normal place. If our agricul

tural industry is to secure the maxi
mum benefits from the market Great 
Britain affords, our exportable sup
plies must be continuous, in suf
ficient volume, and of a quality and 
price to interest our overseas cus
tomers.

“It is encouraging to the pro
ducer to note that agriculture in 
British Columbia in 1932 took first 
place over all other basic industries 
in value of commodities produced. 
The programme for 1933 indicates 
that this industry will maintain the 
lead during the present year.

“The price and terms of sale of 
ordinary Crown lands, and lands re
verted for taxes, have been revised 
and modified with a view to pro 
viding easier means for bona-fide 
[settlers to acquire lands as a medium 
for self-support.

“My Government has placed be
fore the Government of the Do
minion of Canada the long standing 
claim of this Province for better 
terms. British Columbia has for 
many years sought and has now re
newed its petition for an investi
gation of its claims for adequate 
consideration arising out of the pe
culiar historical, economic and 
physical conditions affecting Brit
ish Columbia at the time of Con
federation and since continuing.

“A Commission was agreed to and 
partly appointed in 1912 to investi
gate these claims, but the war 
breaking out shortly after prevented 
any action.

“Until such time as there is a 
material improvement in the world 
economic situation, it is intended 
that Dominion-wide regulations for 
the administration of unemployment 
relief will continue to be enforced 
having regard to our special needs 
in British Columbia. This will be 
done, as far as possible, in such 
manner as to conserve the interests 
of the taxpayer and without em
barrassment to the self-respect of 
the recipient.

IN DIFFICULT TIMES
“The problems and difficulties 

arising from the economic conditions 
prevalent throughout the world to
day demand wise, carefully consid
ered, but effective action on the 
part of all governments. They con
stitute a call for the co-operation 
of everyone, ruler and people alike, 
for the exertion of all the best and 
noblest in our boasted civilization, 
in a determined effort to put the 
world's affairs on a sound basis.

“My Government, while recogniz
ing the seriousness of the situation, 
and realizing the tremendous tasks 
that face it, has refused to be stam
peded. It has put into effect eveiy 
economy that it felt could be car
ried out without unduly serious con
sequences. At the same time, it has 
not lost faith in the courage and 
fortitude of my people, nor in the 
wonderful resources of the Province, 
endeavoring to keep British Colum
bia in such a condition as to be able 
to take full advantage of the de
velopment and growth that will be 
made possible when prosperous 
times return. It is with this end 
in view that my Government has 
been making every effort to develop 
our markets, for it is largely in the 
development of our markets thatj 
employment will be created for our 
people.

“Legislation will be submitted for 
your consideration dealing with the 
'Public Schools Act,’ 'Vital Statistics 
Act,’ 'Mineral Act,’ and ‘Placer 
Mining Act.’

Reports of the
ts *

and the Estimates 
■the coming year will be submitted 
|for your consideration.

“I leave you in confidence that 
lyour duties will be faithfully per- 
[formed, and may the blessings of 

Divine Providence inspire and 
dde your deliberations/'.

CROWDS ATTEND 
The formal opening took place at 
o’clock in the afternoon, with 

owded galleries, and hundreds of 
[seats on the floor of the Legislative 
Chamber filled by guests of the 
nembers. Mrs. Fordham Johnson, 

. G. C. Jones, Captain and Mrs. 
Hobart Molson, and Major Seldon 
lumphreys, from Government 

House, occupied a position at the 
|left of the dais. His Honor re- 

nained seated during the proceed
ings, and was attended by A. M. D. 

airbaim, his private secretary. 
Before entering the Chamber, 

Honor took the salute at the

[steps of the Buildings and inspected 
I guards supplied by the Royal Ca

nadian Navy, the 1st Battalion Ca- 
Inadian Scottish Regiment, a salut- 
Jing battery of the 5th Field Battery, 
I (B.C.) Coast Brigade, C.A., and 
■mounted officers of the Provincial 
■Police. A fifteen-gun salute was 
■fired from field pieces near the 
■Causeway. Responses for His 
■Honor in the House were made by 
■the Provincial Secretary, Hon. S. 
|L. Howe.

The proceedings occupied about 
■half an hour, before adjournment 
■until this afternoon, when the first 
■working sitting of the House will 
■proceed.

Leads Government in 
Provincial House

PREMIER TOLMIE 
I Who Is leading- the Conservative Govern-1 
K ment in the final Session of the Seven-1 
I teenth Legislature of British Columbia. I



lution toMoves Acceptance of 
Throne Speech

Falling Revenues and Relief 
Costs Made Deficit of 

$7,051,560

Standing Committees and 
Their Chairmen Named at 

Friday’s Sitting

Hon. J. W. Jones disclosed results g 
of his first budget to the Legislature! 
yesterday, that for the fiscal yearj 
ending March 31, 1932, as a total! 
deficit of $7,051,560. This, he said, 

[included $1,830,502 for unemploy-1 
ment relief taken from current re
venue and not capitalized In loans, 
or a deficit of $5.221,078 without 
this addition. Expenditures had been! 
$29,214,217, and actual revenue] 
$22,162,657, the Minister Intimated 
In a brief statement while tabling 
the public accounts for the year.

The deficit for 1932-33 would be 
considerably less, and that on cur
rent account would be smaller, Mr.

lof the influx of thousands of un
employed persons into the province 
in the last few years, and said this 
had put an unfair drain on the 
resources of the province.

The government, he said; had 
handled the unemployment situation 
as well as it had been handled any
where in Canada. Men in the camps 
were well cared for, but should be 
given the opportunity they sought 
to work, in return for their keep. 
Captain Fitzsimmons praised the 
Minister of Works, Hon. R. W. 
Bruhn, and his staff.

Premier Tolmie, continued the 
member for Kaslo-Slocan, had 
made an honest and sincere effort 
to direct public affairs into the 
wisest channels In troublesome 
times, and deserved full recognition 
and support for that stand. It was 
a question, he added,

[C the House. Premier Tolmie an- 
I nounced the proposed panels picked 
I by the committee on committees, 
I and the choice was ratified without 
I change. The committees will be as 
I follows, with those first named in 
I each case as chairman :
I Municipal—Messrs. Reginald Hay

ward, Dr. R. W. Alward, George Heg- 
gie, William Dick, R. Mackenzie,« e**-> »» ““«Il VIVIt, XV. IVieVIkClMilC,

[Capt. James Fitzsimmons, Thomas 
[Uphill. Dr. H. C. Wrinch, F. M.
I MacPherson, Dr. J. J. Gillis.
| Public Accounts—Messrs. J. W. 
[Berry, H. D. Twigg, T. H. Kirk, J. 
|H. Beatty, E. C» Carson, Capt. M.l 
[F. Macintosh, Col. F. Lister, Dr. C.

Kingston, Dr. R. W. Alward, J. 
IW. Cornett, Dr. W. H. Sutherland,: 
| G. S. Pearson. A. M. Manson. K.C., 
|H. F. Kergin, and F. M. MacPherson. 
1 Private Bills—Messrs. H. D. Twigg, 
| J. A. Loutet, T. H. Kirk, J. W. Cor- 
\ nett, Capt. M. F. Macintosh, Dr. L. 
.,E Borden, A. M. Manson, K.C., L.
* A. Hanna, and H. F. Kergin.

IN NINE GROUPS 
j Agriculture—Messrs. Col. Fred 
Lister, E. C. Carson, J. R. Michell, 
George Heggie, William Dick, R.

I Mackenzie, Capt. J. Fitzsimmons,

Jones declared.
REVENUES SHRANK 

Ordinary current expenditures In 
1931-32 were $25,373,325, and or
dinary current revenue $21,982,582,1 
or a deficit on current account of! 
$3,390,742. Expenditures on capital! 
account, special warrants for relief,; 
and other items brought total ex
penditures for the year to $29,214,-! 
217; while current and capital! 
revenue was $22,162,657.

The public accounts themselves i 
disclosed $4,146,335 as outlays by the!

H. D. TWIGG
Member for Victoria and Deputy Speaker, 
Yesterday Opened the Debate In the 

Proylnelal Lerislatnre.

"how far the 
I stormy waves of useless argument 

had drifted the ship of state, but 
there was no question that the people 

I v/ere tired of sham fights between 
I political parties, and wanted action.

Mariners lost at sea rode1 out the 
storm, took their bearings, deter
mined a course and went ahead; 
countries should follow that lead,] 
Captain Fitzsimmons concluded.

The leader of the Opposition ad- ■ 
journed debate. The House rose : 
shortly afterwards until 3:30 pjn.i 
Monday.

1 Province on account of relief in' 
S 1931-32. Of this $1,134,210 was the 
■ provincial share of municipal re-

|lief; $2,392,479 the provincial cost of 
I provincial relief and relief works; 
and $619,645 in provincial advances 
on municipal costs, also for relief.

H. D. Twigg and Captain 
James Fitzsimmons Heard 

in Debate

\ British Columbia should look for 
its opening to the West, and en- 

5 list every private and public effort 
; to develop trade with countries 
j bordering on the Pacific, the future 
j channel of commerce, H. D. Twigg 
«(Conservative, Victoria) declared

Naughton, Thomas Uphill, H. F. 
Kergin. and Dr. J. J. Gillis.

Railways—Messrs. Col. Nelson 
Spencer, Dr. R. W. Alward, J. A. 
Loutet, R. Mackenzie, Dr. W. H. 
Sutherland, and Thomas King.

Fisheries—Messrs. T. H. Kirk, Dr. 
G. K. MacNaughton, Capt. M. F.

Premier Tolmie Announces 
Defection of George A. 

Walkem, M.P.P.

Macintosh, E. C. Carson, Dr. H. C. 
Wrinch, and L. A. Hanna. 

Printing—Messrs. James H. Beatty,

J. H. Schofield, Reginald Hayward, 
Thomas King, and Thomas Uphill, j

| George A. Walkem, one of the] 
jsix members for the Greater Van-j 
gcouver area in the Legislature, will 
[sit as an Independent in the present I 
Isession, it was learned yesterday on 
■the authority of the leading member 
■of the Government, Premier Tolmie. 
I Mr. Walkem has notified Premier 
[Tolmie and Mr. Speaker Davie that 
[he wishes himself to be considered 
[as an Independent, and not as a 
[member of the Government party 
[in the House. He has absented 
[himself from caucus, and will make 
[his first appearance this session on 1 
[Monday when the House resumes at 
[3:30 pm. on that day. So far, Mr.
|Walkem has been alone in this 
course.

FLURRY IN HOUSE 
| The issue came up with abrupt 
[suddenness in and out of the House 
[yesterday. Simultaneously with the 
[announcement by Premier Tolmie] 
outside the Legislature that Mr. I 

[Walkem had been appointed to] 
committee work as an Independent. ] 
[and not as a Government member] 
of these panels, T. D. Pattullo, lead-1 
er of the Opposition, moved on the] 
floor of the House to have Mr.| 
Walkem added to the public ac-| 
counts committee. Mr. Pattullo said | 
he had been requested so to do by | 
Mr. Walkem. and pressed the point] 
rto a division, where the nomination ]

mm MÜ
Leave Granted—-Leave for intro

duction of the private,bill of V.c-
. Flics Fish Motion—J. A. Loutet 
(Conservative) has filed notice in 
the Legislature of a motion to pro
test a recent Federal order prohibit
ing Grade “A" marking of salmon! 

[canned more than twenty-four hours 
after being landed at a cannery. J

[toria City, for consideration before 
[the Private Bills committee, was 
[obtained in the Legislature yester- 
[day on the motion of Reginald 
[Hayward, M.P.P. The city is asking 
special powers to refund a maturing
bond issue.

’e of the province had come at 
rst from the sea, and would re-| 
irn by the same route. It was a 
ballenge to the business men of the 
rovince that they cease looking to 
ublic bodies for succor, and de- 
Continned on Page 2, Column 4 |

was defeated, 29-9, on the first ijUvi- 
[sion of the session.

Hie leader of the Opposition drew 
from Han. Joshua Hinchliffe the 
retort: “Now we are playing poli
tics!” Hie committee was ratified.

9710
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I emment. Creation of the “largest 1 
and not the most efficient cabinet” j 
he placed in the lead. Expenditure, j
rvt nnn nn t.Vio WpIHwpII-XÆop- ILeads Opposition in 

Warm Debate
of $50,000 on the Helliwell-Mac- 

; Lachlan Report, which he said had 
been turned to partizan account; 
irrigation and other commissions 
established without effective result; 
the secret sales of bond of the 
Province; embarkation on a policy

I of “wanton extravagance and an 
orgy of spending," all went in the 
count in the face of warnings of 
hard times.

I Sale of short-term securities in 
the United States; submission to 
the House of estimates allegedly 
not in accordance with the facts; 
increase of taxation, and new costs 

1 for municipalities, continued Mr. 
v Pattullo, had disturbed the confi-1 
jdence of the people. This year 

§ there were two income taxes, he ; 
I asserted.
I INDICTMENT LENGTHENED
! Failure to provide for unemploy
ment at its inception; expenditure 

failure

INTEREST RATE
E. C. Carson, M.P.P., Ask 

Provincial Legislature to 
Petition Ottawa

More rAction by the Provincial Legisla
ture to declare in favor of lower 
[interest rates on Dominion, Provin
cial and municipal borrowings is 

I being sought from the House by E. 
C. Carson (Conservative, Lillooet), 
who filed notice of motion to that 
effect yesterday.

j Mr. Carson’s proposed resolution 
! would have the House declare that 
public debt charges in Canada are 
heavier than the present ability of 
the taxpayer to carry; that through 

[the appreciation of the dollar’s rel- 
[ative value, taxpayers are paying 
jmore than they contracted to, at 

...............................that this

committee. Mr. Speaker Davie 
ruled the subject barred, as the 

|House had already, voted on it. 
Legislation for the day was brief.

EHon. R. L. Maitland introduced for! 
irst reading routine amendments to 
he Vital Statistics Act. Hon. R; 

|H. Pooley, K.C., spoke to second 
reading of a bill to amend the ToWh

| of large sums on camps;
'now to provide work for the 7,000[I 
[men in camp on roads that needed| 
repair; “ruthless partizanship” inu 
Government employment; creation jj 
of a three-man liquor board, and B 

I its subsequent repeal; retirement on jl i a life pension of the former Brit- 
jish Columbia Agent-General atU 
|London; interference with the basis 
I of education without adequate ref-1 
erence to boards and councils, were J 

; other charges listed by the Leader 8 
| of the Opposition.

Perpetuation of a "policy of sec-1 
; recy and ballyhoo”; jerrymander! 
j of Liberal ridings, especially after I 
the Columbia bye-election; failure I 

I to hold a bye-election for Macken-I
■ zie district in time for this session; j 
j stifling of unemployment informa-1 
[tion before the House last year; g 
i partizan affiliations in connection I 
with sales of the University En-1 
dowment Lands, and frank opposi-ti 
tion to social legislation along hu-D 
manitarian lines, continued Mr.fl 

j Pattullo, completed but the high-II 
] lights in his indictment.

WOULD PROVIDE WORKS | 
j On the concrete side, he said, he I 
was opposed to the dole, and be-1 
lieved that a comprehensive plan]] 
of public works should be carried 
out throughout the length and}] 
breadth of Canada. Men in camps I 
should be put to work, not at relief 

j rates, but at fair wages to restore] 
] purchasing power. As in poker, afl 
jfew players had now got hold of | 
«all the chips, and the game had] 
(stopped.
J There would be no security of j 
I tenure for even those with the chipsl 
j unless a reasonable, safe and com-1 
jfortable existence was afforded to l 
|the people. Purchasing power must [ 
I be put back in the hands of the j 
I people, and the only way out was ] 
i to use the national credit of the : 
I country, the collective power of the 
(people. i
| The Dominion Government had l 
Blent $1,500,000 to one of the trans- ! 
I continental railways without inter-1 
| est to create work, and should dofi 
Has much for the provincial gov- j 
Hernments and the municipalities, he! 
| believed. If the British Columbia fl 
m Government's plans for land settle- j 
i ment were reasonable, he would! 
■support these plans, believing now! 
|was the time to re-establish many! 
|on the land who had been misplaced [ 
I in the cities. He would favor thej 
I man-a-block plan, and thought the I 
I Victoria self-help scheme was ad-1 
Imirable.
I ECONOMIC COUNCILS 
I Mr. Pattullo suggested National 
land Provincial economic councils to 
I be composed of scientists, laborites 
land politicians, to devise ways and 
■means of creating employment, and 
■preventing some of the periodic di
splacement of men from industry. 
■There was no one remedy for the 
■present economic state, but a score 
■of remedies should be explored and 
■attempted. The people were tired 
|of indecision and demanded action.
■ An election was coming and the 
■Liberal party was prepared to take 
«over the reins of Government andJ 
■give the country sound administra-] 
■tion, he averred.
I Mr. Pattullo drew a running 
■cross Are from the Government I 
■benches during his address. !
■ Premier Tolmie adjourned the

present Interest levels; 
situation has forced some munici
palities into receiverships, and has 
impaired the credit of Governments 
themselves; that high interest rates 
are retarding commercial invest
ment of idle funds; and that only a 
[return to a sounder basis would 
[remedy the situation.

* TEXT OF PLEA 
j For the above and other reasons,
| Mr. Carson is asking the Legisla
ture to declare:
S “That this House is of the opin- 
jion that the Government of the 
(Dominion of Canada should imme- 
jdiately devise a plan for the scaling 
■down of interest rates on govem- 
Imental borrowings, Federal, provin
cial and municipal, having regard 
Sto the present purchasing power of 
«the dollar and the ability of the I 
■country to pay ; and that a copy of 
Ijthis resolution be forwarded to the 
loovemment of the Dominion of 
iCanada.”
J The member for Lillooet will 
■speak to his resolution at the first

T. D. PATTULLO
Planning Act, the object of whichwho opened fireof the OpposHli
is to provide for deputy member- f 
ship on town planning boards in I 
the absence of mayors or reeves. The | 
House adjourned at 5:27 p.m„ until [ 
3»p.m. today.
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Nonconfidence 
Motion Lost in 

Test in HouseHAS INNINGS
AFTER a spirited address, 

in which he had assayed 
the Government for its sins of 

omission and commission dur
ing the last four years, in 
the House yesterday. T. * D. 
Pattullo, Leader of the Op
position, moved a direct non
confidence amendment to the 
address in reply to the 
Speech from the Throne. The 
amendment lost, 33-11, on 
straight party lines, Tom Up
hill (Labor, Femie) voting 
with the Opposition, and G. 
A. Walkem (Independent, 
Vancouver) voting with the 
Government. Premier Tolmie 
adjourned debate for the day, 
the House rising soon after
wards, until 3 pm. today.

D. Pattullo Heard inj 
Warm Debate Before 

B.C. Legislature

It was T. D. Pattullo's day yes-j 
terday in the Legislature in the de-t 
bate on the Address in Reply to thel 
Speech From the Throne, and thel 
Leader of the Opposition made the! 
most of it. He assailed the British! 
Columbia Government benches! 
caustically with horse, foot and 
artillery, in a whirlwind attack that 
lasted for over an hour. Ten min
utes were devoted to castigation of 
The Vancouver Daily Province, 
whose editorial had attacked him 
at the time union was proposed, and 
ten minutes in a preliminary review 

[of governmental policies in British 
Columbia since 1903.

The Government of the late Sir 
Richard McBride had been the first! 
stable ministry, succeeding many 

I years of bargaining and trading in-

pportunity on the floor of the

TAX PENALTIES
UNDER REVIEW

Premier Suggests Matter Be 
Placed With Municipal 

Committee of House

'OUSE COMMITTEE 
TO BEGIN LABORS

On Wednesday, at 2:45 p.m., the 
Municipal Committee of the Legis
lature will hold its initial meeting, 
[according to notice filed yesterday 
[by Reginald Hayward, M.P.P., 
[chairman. Other committees will 
(follow in short order, it is antici
pated.
| Many important issues will go 
(before the Municipal Committee, 
(being the main contact body be-1 
(tween the Legislature and the 
(Union of British Columbia Munic- 

while the House is in

] against union or coalition minis
tries, for the saine reason. British 
Columbia had been led astray in 
the earlier years through alienation 
of her natural resources worth hun
dreds of millions to bolster up an
nual costs that could not be car
ried out of taxation. Settlement 
had been allowed at widely-isolated 
points through the huge territory,

In a personal letter from Premier 
S. F. Tolmie to the Victoria City. 
Council, concerning the levy of tax 
penalties on properties in arrears 
for taxes, the Prime Minister sug-| 
geste that the penalties could be set 
out In the statute as a compulsory | 
'measure that these instalments i 
[should be 5 per cent at a time, but 
as a matter of fact, under the pres-1 
[ent conditions it might be better to] 
(make the levy 3 per cent, the first j 
(payable July 1. An additional 3 per' 
(cent, he points out, could be made 
(payable at the expiration of thirty 
Mays until the full penalty had been ;

ipahties,

Officials of the Union will as- 
smble here this week, to complete 
reposais they will lay before the 
rovemzpent. | by any ot 
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The Premier states that in nearly ; 
til the municipalities there is a: 
trading of penalties. In some cases 
L0 per cent Is bethg levied at one 
,ime and in others instalments of 
l per cent. This, he says, is a met
ier that reste entirely in the hands 
>f the councils.

A* the question of tsx penalties 
nas been brought before the Gov
ernment on various occasions, the 
Premier suggests the whole matter 
be placed with the municipal comr

Is Named Deputy 
Speaker in House 

For Present Term

HD. Twigs, fourth mem- 
. her for Victoria in the 

Provincial Legislature, was re
elected deputy Speaker yester
day by an unanimous vote of 
the House. Mr. Twigg held

ted a verbal Indictment with 
r-flve counts against the Gov- 
ilnaed on Page S, Column S

of the Legislature at this ses-
. It Is understood that tax pen-

nental rail


