


Purpose of Transvestia
The customs and at t i tudes  of our s oc i e t y  whi l e  r e c o g 

n i z i ng  and a l l owi ng  great  f reedom to the f e mal e  in the 
express i on of the mas cul i ne  side of her personal i ty  are 
l arge l y  bl ind to and repress ive  toward the mal e  who di s 
covers  the f e mi n i ne  aspect  of his t otal  s e l f .  Femi ni ne  
express i on in the mal e  does not irrply sexual  de v i a t i on .  
This ma g a z i n e  is de di cat ed to the needs of the sexual l y  
normal  i nd i v i dua l  who has di scovered the e x i s t a n c e  of 
his or her "other side" and seeks to express  i t .

TRANSVESTIA,  therefore  is publ i shed by, for, and 
about  t ransves t i t es  to provide them with:

ENTERTAINMENT--EDUCATION- - EXPRESSION
by means of f i c t i on ,  ar t i c l e s  of opinion,  true experiences  
e t c .  It's purpose is to help i t ’s readers to promote:

UNDERSTANDING--ACCEPTANCE--PEACE OF MIND
I t ’s po l i c y  is to l i mi t  i ts scope of coverage  and interest  
to the f i e ld of the hetrosexual  t ransves t i t e .  Without  
c onde mnat i on  or j udgement  of any kind the f i e lds  of 
h o mo s e x ua l i t y ,  bondage,  puni shment ,  f et i shi sm and 
domi nat i on  are l e f t  to others to de ve l op .

TRANSVESTIA has,  and wi l l  cont i nue  to serve as a 
means of gather i ng i nf ormat i on in its chosen f i e ld and to 
aid,  by any means av a i l a b l e ,  the di s semi nat i on of know
l edge  of the f i e ld to further the understanding of i t  by 
psychi atr i s t s ,  psychol og i s t s ,  s oc i o l og i s t s ,  l awyers,  jur
ists and po l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

Lonel i ness ,  fear and se l f  condemnat i on have too long  
been the lot  of the t ransves t i t e .  It is hoped that TRANS
VESTIA can,  through knowl edge  and sharing with others,  
bring s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and happiness .

******************

"When you make the two one.  . . and when you make the 
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ON E . . .  then 
shal l  you enter the kingdom" A "saying of Jesus" from 
the "Gospel  Accordi ng to Thomas".
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O U R  C O V E R  G I R L

Adventuring 
With Ann Ann Mailo (10-M-2)

As the g i r l  handed me the wig 
she had just  f i n i s he d  s t y l i n g ,  my 
hands s hook,  my pul se  raced,  my  
hear t  went  p i t t y - p a t ,  and the  
l ump in my throat  t hr e a t e n e d  to 
c h o k e  me .  I cou l d  hardl y  wai t  to!  
g e t  h o me  to try i t  on! Wel l ,  dear  
readers ,  you a l l  know the wonder 
ful  f e e l i n g .  Thi s  t remendous  fasci  
na t i o n  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  we ge t  
from shari ng t hes e  pr e c i o u s  m o 
ment s  wi th our GG s i s t er s .  I am 
one hundred p e r c e n t  FP and have  
be e n  for 21 years ,  shar i ng many  
wo nde r f u l  and many l ess  wonderful  
e x p e r i e n c e s  wi th my brot her .

How did i t  a l l  be g i n?  Many  
p e o p l e  h a v e  asked me this  ques t i o  
so I guess  I ought  to ha v e  a s tock  
answer to g i v e  t h e m.  But I d o n ’t . !  
I do know that  I have  no chi ldhooc  
m e m o r i e s  of  sex at a l l .  I mean,  
r e a l l y  n o n e .  I ’ve heard and read 
about  c h i l d r e n  e x p l o r i n g  the world 
of  sex at young  t ender  ages ,  aboul 
many types  of  a c t i v i t i e s  whi ch  
s uppo s e d l y  go on wh i l e  c h i l dr e n  
p l a y ,  about  other youngs t ers  who 
"di s cover"  the i r  parents  in act ion,  
and so for t h.  Not h i ng  l i k e  this  
eve r  hap p e n e d  to me .

I did ha v e  a very stern 
f a t h e r .  He was a p e r f e c t i o n i s t ,  
e v e n  his  f r i ends  say,  and
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c e r t a i n l y  he d i dn' t  h e s i t a t e  to puni sh me  o f t e n  and 
s e v e r e l y .  I 'm sure I was a l i t t l e  de mo n ,  but  t hen I was  
a boy,  w a s n ’t I, and a r e n ’t boys  supposed to be f u l l  of  
"snips and snai l s  and puppy d o g ’s t a i l s "  and l ot s  of  m i s 
c h i e f ?  I r e me mb e r  qui t e  c l e a r l y  g e t t i n g  my b o t t o m w a l 
l oped  t err i b l y  when I was e i g h t  years  old and h a p p e n e d  
to be l a t e  ar r i v i ng  h o me  the day the phot ogr aphe r  had 
c o me  to take  the p i c t ur e s  of  us c h i l d r e n .  Of cour s e ,  I 
had been of f  s o me wh e r e  p l a y i n g  and c o m p l e t e l y  f or go t  
about  that  old ph o t o g r a p h e r .  But I w i l l  never  f o r g e t  now!  
In f a i rness ,  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  my fa t her  was a sadi s t  or 
such,  s i mpl y  a s tern and i m p a t i e n t  man who d i dn ' t  r e a l i z e  
how he was m o l d i n g  hi s  c h i l d r e n .

The very f i rst  m e m o r i e s  were  a s t range  awar e ne s s  
and e m o t i o n  whi ch pul sed  through my y oung  body,  aged  
11 or 12 or so,  wh i l e  l o o k i n g  at l i n g e r i e  and underwear  
ads in a m a i l  order c a t a l o g .  One t h i n g  l ed to anot her ,
I guess ,  unt i l  I was s e c r e t l y  t ry i ng  on my m o t h e r ’s un
m e n t i o n a b l e s  when no one was around.  Why did I do i t?  
Agai n,  I don' t  know.  Perhaps  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  the v i s u a l  
s t i m u l a t i o n  from phot ographs  to s e e k i n g  further  s t i m u 
l a t i o n  from the a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l s .  S o me w h e r e  I mi s s e d  
the c o n n e c t i o n  that  i t  was or should h a v e  be e n  the f e 
ma l e  that  was the s t i m u l a t i o n ,  not  what  she was w e a r i n g .  
But s i d e t r a c k e d  I was and ha v e  b e e n  e v e r  s i n c e .

During high s c h o o l  and af t er  thi s  my i n t e r e s t  in 
f e m i n i n i t y  was gr o wi ng .  I s l o wl y  b u i l t  a war dr obe .  Girls  
thi s  is l i t e r a l l y  the truth.  I s ewed from an old pair  of  
paj amas  my f i rst  bra,  and made  my f i rst  h i g h - h e e l e d  
shoes  from an old w o r n - o u t  pair  of  shoes  I had,  us i ng  
crude wooden  h e e l s  to ge t  me up of f  the l o w l y  eart h!  I 
l augh about  thi s  now but I was dead ser i ous  at the  t i m e .
Of course ,  t hey  l o o k e d  awf ul  as you can i m a g i n e  but  
l ove  is bl i nd and I was in l o v e  wi th f e m i n i n i t y .

T i m e  af t er  t i m e  I t r i ed to qui t .  I had the usual  f ears  
about  b e i ng  a h o m o s e x u a l .  I read e v e r y t h i n g  I c o u l d  read 
anywhere  about  unusual  sex p r a c t i c e s .  You a l l  know that  
there i s n ’t much in print  in l e g i t i m a t e  l i b r a r i e s  about  
t r a ns v e s t i s m.  The c l o s e s t  woul d probabl y  be H a v e l o c k  
Ell i s  and that  is how many years  o ld? Even the Reader ' s  
Guide to P e r i o d i c a l  Li t erat ure  d o e s n ' t  o f f er  muc h .  So I 
c ont i nue d  to d e v e l o p  and then go through the a g o n i e s  of

T iwumtia
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" W E L L ,  I'M  O F F  F O R
A N  E V E N IN G !»

A  L I T T L E  P R E - P A R T Y  W ARM  U P

M ID N IG H T  C L E A N U P AND SO TO  B E D  
A F T E R  T H E  P A R T Y
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THE PHO N E RANG "OH, H E L E N , I 'D  LO V E TO
C O M E , WHAT T I M E ? "
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s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n  when I would d i s ca r d  a l l  my t r ea s u r es  and 
"go s t r a i g h t ” . Let  me t e l l  you t h a t  i t  was not  un t i l  1964 
t h a t  I f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I can  neve r  r e fo rm and t h a t  I 
wi l l  be a f e m m e p e r s o n  u n t i l  I d i e .

My f a t h e r  was a pas t o r  so we d i d n ’t h av e  much money .
I worked  a t  odd j obs  for s pend i ng  money  s i nce  I was 12, 
and on f i n i s h i n g  h i gh  s chool  e n t e r e d  c o l l e g e  a t  age 17.
I had a p a r t i a l  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  but  had to have  a good job 
to e a r n  enough  money  to go to the  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e  I 
a t t e n t e d  in t he  m i d d l e  wes t .  I got  a j ob,  b e l i e v e  i t  or 
not ,  as an a t t e n d a n t  in a s t a t e  m e n t a l  h o s p i t a l .  I can 
see t he  r e a c t i o n s  now from any GG’s who are r e a d i n g  thi s:  
h e ' s  wa ck y  b e c a u s e  of his expos ur e  to the  nuts t h e r e .
Wel l ,  far  f rom i t .

At t he  c o l l e g e ,  m e m b e r s h i p  in a f r a t e r n i t y  was a l 
mos t  m a n d a t o r y  in order  to have  any sort  of s o c i a l  l i f e .
I m a n a g e d  to ge t  bids f rom two top n a t i o n a l  f r a t e r n i t i e s  
and a c c e p t e d ,  p l e d g e d  and was i n i t i a t e d  by one the o l des t  
and b e s t - k n o w n .  Wonder  how many  of my f r a t e r n i t y  brother s  
ar e  a l so  my so ro i t y  s i s t e r s  now? Would be fun to f ind out ,  
w o u l d n ’t i t ?  My t r a n s v e s t i s m ,  t hough caused  me s ev e r a l  
a nx i ous  m o m e n t s  wh i l e  l i v i n g  at  the f r a t e r n i t y  house,  
bu t  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  I was eve r  a c t u a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d .  I had 
p l e n t y  of c l o s e  c a l l s ,  h owe ve r ,  when I e i t h e r  had to un
dress  in l i g h t e n i n g  f a sh i on ,  or make  a wi ld dash,  ful l y  
dr es sed ,  for  t he  bed and c ove r  up to my ears  and p r e t e n d  
to be s ac k ed  out !  I f  any b r o t h e r  had ev e r  j e s t i n g l y  r i pped 
the  cove r s  off  I would have  been  s c a n d a l i z e d  and,  I ’m 
sure ,  e j e c t e d  f rom both f r a t e r n i t y  and c o l l e g e .

O c c a s i o n a l l y  I a t t e n d e d  c l as ses  wi th d e l i g h t f u l  u n d e r 
g a r me n t s  under  my b l ue  j e a n s  and spor t  sh i r t s .  More 
r a r e l y  I would sneak  out  l a t e  at  n i gh t  for the s o l i t a r y  
s t r o l l ,  f u l l y  dressed e v e n  to f a l s i e s  u n d e r n e a t h ,  but  wi th 
m a s c u l i n e  ou t e r  c l o t h e s .  The  d e v e l o p m e n t  of my c o n f i d e n c e  
o c c u r r e d  much  more  s lowly t han  wi th many  of you,  I ' m  
s u r e .

My b r o t h e r  had a b a l l  dur i ng  c o l l e g e ,  though,  da t i n g  
dozens  of p l e a s a n t  young  th i ngs ,  a l ways  s t udyi ng  thejn,  
wh i l e  e n j o y i n g  t h e m .

I j o i n e d  the  Mar i ne  Corps r e s e rve  in a progr am to be-
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come  an o f f i c e r ,  and spent  e i g h t  rough weeks  at  Par r i s  
I s l and  at  the  Mar i ne  boot  c a mp  one s u m m e r .  So he r e  is 
one gal  who has b e e n  a ’’l e a t h e r n e c k ” . I d e c i d e d  t h a t  
too many Mar ine  o f f i c e r s  were  g e t t i n g  shot  in Korea ,  
t hough,  and a b a n d o n e d  the  e f f o r t  a f t e r  t h a t  one s u m m e r .  
The d r a f t  got  me on g r a d u a t i o n  and I j o i n e d  t he  Army 
for two y e a r s .  I am a m a z e d  t h a t  I was a b l e  to c o m p l e t e  
the  two year s  duty and r e c e i v e  an h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e  
wi t hou t  g e t t i n g  cour t  m a r t i a l e d  for s o m e t h i n g .

One of my p r o b l e ms  is t h a t  I h a v e  a l ways  r e s e n t e d  
a u t h o r i t y .  Was thi s  due to my d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  p a r e n t s ?  
P r o b a b l y .  The c l o s e s t  c a l l  I had in t he  Army was once  
when my f e l l ow bas i c  t r a i n e e s ,  who r e s e n t e d  me for some 
reason,  gave me a t r a d i t i o n a l  "GI shower " ,  a h u m i l i a t i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  done l a t e  at  n i gh t  where  you are f o r ced  to 
scrub y o u r s e l f  wi th h e a v y  scrub brushes  whi l e  t hey  s t and 
around and j e e r  and l a u g h .  I guess i t  is supposed to wash 
the w h a t e v e r - i t - i s - t h e y - d o n ' t - l i k e - a b o u t - y o u  out ,  but  
i t  only made  me ma d .  I was an FP a l l  du r i ng  my Army 
s t r e t ch ,  k e e p i n g  my " c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s "  (so I said)  wi th  
a f r i e n d .  Had she e v e r  opened  t h a t  s u i t c a s e  she would 
i n d e e d  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  some " c i v i l i a n "  c l o t h e s !  I f i n a l l y  
got  an h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e ,  whi ch  I r e a l l y  t hank  God 
for ,  and t hrough a qui rk  in the r e g u l a t i o n s ,  was c o m 
p l e t e l y  f r ee  of the  usua l  r e s e r v e  o b l i g a t i o n s  mos t  d r a f t e e s  
were sadd l ed  wi t h .

I got  a f i ne  job in 1954,  my f i r s t  a f t e r  c o l l e g e  and 
Army,  and in the  spr i ng  of 1955 ma r r i e d  a wo n d e r f u l  g i r l .  
T h a t  f a l l  I d e c i d e d  to r e t u r n  to c o l l e g e  on the  G I  b i l l  
and get  a s econd d e g r e e .  She got  a j ob and was to he l p  
ea r n  the i n c o m e  so we cou l d  do i t .  N a t u r a l l y  I c o n t i n u e d  
my a v o c a t i o n  when she was not  a r o u n d .  Foo l i s h l y  I kep t  
my c h e r i s h e d  n e c e s s i t i e s  in an u n l o c k e d  c o n t a i n e r  in what  
I t hough t  was an o u t - o f - t h e - w a y  l o c a t i o n .  She d i s c o v e r e d  
t hem,  d e m a n d e d  to know what  was t he  m e a n i n g  of i t  a l l ,  
and so I dressed and showed h e r .  No wig,  no m a k e u p ,  a 
r e a l  c a r i c a t u r e  you can  be sure .  She was a p p a l l e d ,  we 
s e p a r a t e d  s hor t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  and were  d i v o r c e d  less t han  
one yea r  a f t e r  the h i t c h i n g  c e r e m o n y .  Dear  r e a d e r ,  I 
knew so l i t t l e  abou t  my s e l f  t h e n .  T h a t  was l ong  be f o r e  
the wor ld had Vi r g i n i a  or T Vi a .

I da t ed  l a c k a d a i s i c a l l y  for a t i m e ,  qu i t  schoo l ,  got
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a s a l e s  j ob ,  and was p r e t t y  mo r o s e .  Aga in  I t r i e d  ’’k i ck i n g '  
t h e  h a b i t  bu t  as we a l l  know i t  d i d n ' t  work.  I did f ind 
one f i e r c e  f l a m e ,  and s e x u a l l y  had some very s a t i s f y i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e s  wi th  her ,  bu t  she was 13 yea r s  my s en i o r .  
Maybe  I should  h a v e  gone a h e a d  and s i gned  up wi th  her ,  
bu t  p e r h a p s  i t  was d e s t i n e d  not  to be .  We are  s t i l l  f r i ends  
and I see her  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I t h i n k  s o med ay  I may t e l l  
h e r  a l l  a b o u t  Ann.  I b e l i e v e  she would u n d e r s t a n d .

My job p r og r e s s ed  s u r p r i s i n g l y  we l l  and I was o f f e r ed  
a p r o m o t i o n  and a t r a n s f e r  to a n o t h e r  Sou t he r n  c i t y .  I 
a c c e p t e d  wi t h  p r i d e  and e n t h u s i a s m ,  and was soon up to 
my n e c k  in my new sa l es  work.  I t h i n k  thi s  and the  above -  
m e n t i o n e d  a f f a i r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  my m a s c u l i n e  s ide be c a u s e  
I was soon h i t t i n g  i t  off  b e a u t i f u l l y  wi th  s e v e r a l  young 
t h i ngs  in the  new c i t y .  One of t h em a t  the o f f i c e  b e c a m e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  fond of me and in an off  m o m e n t  we d e c i d e d  
to ge t  m a r r i e d .

I did a t t e m p t  in a s t u m b l i n g  way to t e l l  her  beXore_ 
we got  m a r r i e d  t h a t  I was a t r a n s v e s t i t e  and s o m e t h i n g  of 
wha t  i t  m e a n t .  I ' m  sure she had n eve r  h ea r d  of such a 
pe r s o n  and did no t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  wha t  i t  was a l l  a b o u t .

D i f f e r e n c e s  in e d u c a t i o n ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  of the m i s t a k e  I had made ,  
and p r o b a b l y  o t h e r  r easons  ma d e  me  f l e e  the m a r r i a g e  
a f t e r  a few m o n t h s .  I qu i t  his e x c e l l e n t  job ,  t u rned  over  
my e n t i r e  s av i ngs ,  h o m e ,  f u r n i s h i ngs ,  v i r t u a l l y  eve ry  
p o s s e s s i on  I had to her  and l e f t .  The  f l i g h t ,  t he conf us ion ,  
t h e  man y  e m o t i o n s  a l l  c a u s e d  me to go t hrough a t e r r i f i c  
d e p r e s s i o n .  I l ook  b a c k  on i t  t oday  and r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  
was a form of  m e n t a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b r e a k d o wn .  It  
r e s u l t e d  in v i r t u a l  c o m p l e t e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  for abou t  18 
m o n t h s .  I drew u n e m p l o y m e n t  c h e c k s ,  worked at  dozens  
of  odd j obs  such as d e l i v e r i n g  t e l e p h o n e  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  
u s h e r i n g  in a m o v i e ,  wa sh i ng  ca r s ,  e t c . ,  e t c , .  Al l  very 
m u n d a n e  and none  wor t hy  of a pe r son  of 150-p l us  I . Q . ,  
c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e ,  and so fo r t h .

Whi l e  a l l  t h i s  was h a p p e n i n g  I me t  my p r e s e n t  wi fe ,  
an a n g e l  l i v i n g  among men  i f  t h e r e  e v e r  was one .  She 
o f t e n  says she d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  I l ove  her ,  but  she is the 
g r e a t e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  has  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to me in my l i f e .
I m e t  M. wh i l e  I was in t he  f i n a l  t h roes  of o b t a i n i n g  my
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s e c o nd  d i v o r c e .  She knew I was go i ng  through me n t a l  
h e l l ,  and for s ome  reason d e c i d e d  to be the mo t i v a t o r  
to ge t  me back on my f e e t .  We were  e n g a g e d  for more  
than a ye ar ,  during whi c h  t i m e  I s l o wl y  be gan  to rega i n  
my s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  and be gan  to work toward g e t t i n g  a 
b e t t e r  j o b .  From a $ 9 , 0 0 0  a year  p o s i t i o n  to u n e m p l o y m e n t  
c h e c k s  is a s h a t t e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and she proved to be 
a rock to whi c h  I c o u l d  c l i n g .  Some  t i me  af t er  I me t  her  
I to l d her about  my f e m i n i n e  des i res .* I was s t i l l  at the  
s t age  where  I t hought  I cou l d  be ’' cured" and she d e c i d e d  
that  wi th her h e l p  I cou l d  be .  How wrong we we r e .  I 
know now,  as I said b e f o r e ,  that  I can never  c hange  
and I w i l l  ne ve r  a g a i n  a t t e m p t  t o .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  she 
s t i l l  thinks  i f  I just  "make  up my mind" I can  and of  
course  thi s  l e a d s  to ar gume nt s  and ever  worse .  Had I 
onl y  me t  Vi r g i n i a  and d i s c o v e r e d  TVi a  and FPE b e f ore 
thi s  ma r r i a g e !  As i t  i s ,  I am d e t e r m i n e d  to try to make  
thi s  ma r r i a g e  work but i t  is a rea l  job s i n c e  my wi f e  
thinks  I d e c i e v e d  her by t e l l i n g  her I woul d try to g i ve  
up my d e s i r e s .  S i n c e  I h a v e  not  b e e n  ab l e  to,  she regards  
thi s  as r e n e g i n g  on my p r o mi s e  to try.  What my wi f e  
d o e s n ' t  know y e t  is that  I was t rut hf ul  at  the t i m e  b e c a u s e  
at the t i m e  I t ho ug ht  I c o u l d ,  but  now I am just  as t ruth
ful  when I say that  I never  can b e c a u s e  now I have  arrived  
at the c o r r e c t  awarenes s  of  the f a c t  that  we can never  
abs t a i n  - an awarenes s  that  took me a l o n g  t i m e  to r e a c h .
I b e l i e v e  t hat  what  is to be w i l l  be but that  we can have  
s ome  e f f e c t  on the course  of  our l i v e s .  Rather l i ke  the  
p h i l o s o p h y  e x pr e s s e d  on a l i t t l e  card a fr i end of mi ne  
c arr i e s  in hi s  b i l l f o l d  and pr oduc e s  on reques t :  "I b e l i e v e  
in p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  but dr i ve  c a r e f u l l y ;  you mi g h t  bi t  a 
P r e s b y t e r i a n ! "  We ha v e  to try to mol d our l i v e s  wi t h i n  
the o v e r a l l  f rame  of  l i f e  and wi t h i n  whi ch  we have  some  
l e e w a y .

Who is Ann t oday?  I am my brother ' s  s i s t er .  The  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  my f e m m e  p e r s o n a l i t y  has c o m e  about  
e n t i r e l y  as the re s ul t  of  r e a d i n g  the p h i l o s o p h y  of  the  
dual  p e r s o n a l i t y  e x pr e s s e d  by Vi r g i n i a  and others  in our 
m a g a z i n e .  I r e a l l y  regard this  as the best ,  most  p r a c t i c a l ,  
and saf e s t  from a m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s t a ndpo i n t  of  any approach  
to our p r o b l e m .  Last year ,  af t er  20 years  as a p r a c t i c i n g  
t r a n s v e s t i t e  I ac qui r e d  my f e m m e  n a m e .  Thi s  s eems  a 
s i m p l e  s tep,  I 'm sure,  to s ome  of  our more  e x p e r i e n c e d  
s i s t ers ,  but  i t  made  a rea l  d i f f e r e n c e  to me .  I f ind,  too,
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T
that  by d e v e l o p i n g  a s e par a t e  p e r s o n a l i t y  for Ann,  i t  
t akes  a rea l  l oad of f  my b r o t h e r ’s mi nd and l i f e .  Lest  
you think i t ’s e as y ,  i t  is n o t .  I, as Ann,  am v i r t u a l l y  
an embryo  c o mpa r e d  to my bro t her .  I ha v e  so much to 
l e a r n .  S i n c e  my brother  works and earns  the l i v i n g  for 
f i v e  other p e o p l e  plus me,  hi s  l i f e  takes  mos t  of  our t i m e .  
But by l e t t i n g  me d e v e l o p ,  as Ann,  when he does  need  
to re l ax  and turn as i de  from the m a s c u l i n e  cares  and 
t roubl es ,  he f inds  a world of  a dv e nt ur e  w a i t i n g  for h i m  
as I grow.  Y o u ’ve wa t c h e d  a c h i l d  d e v e l o p ?  You know 
how much p l e as ur e  t e a c h e r s  ge t  from w a t c h i n g  s tudent s  
d e v e l o p ?  It is very much thi s  s ame  ke e n  p l e a s u r e  he get s  
as I mat ure  and grow.  Like the f i rs t  wi g ,  whi ch  I m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e .  We both got  a wonde r f u l  c harge  out  of  i t .  He and 
I p h y s i c a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  we both share the s ame  body .  I as 
any gi r l  woul d,  wi th a pre t t y  new h a i r - d o  and the c h a n c e  
to be p r e t t i e r .  He as h i m s e l f  s e e i n g  me so h a p p y .  Af ter  
al l ,  he prov i ded the w h e r e w i t h a l  so I c o u l d  have  the wig;  
Ann doe s n ' t  work or earn a s i n g l e  c e nt !

And the d u a l - p e r s o n a l i t y  bi t  is great  fun in so many  
other ways ,  t o o .  It does  a great  job of  r e l i e v i n g  the  
g u i l t  many of  us h a v e .  After a l l ,  how can_h_e be g u i l t y  
when _she is the one who does  a l l  those  t h i ngs ?  For those  
of  you who have  thought  i t  was a wei rd appr oac h ,  ask 
your p s y c h i a t r i s t .  I 'm sure he  woul d agree  that  t rans 
f e r e n c e  is one good way to avo i d  m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s .  As 
for one or the other p e r s o n a l i t y  d o m i n a t i n g .  I t hi nk this  
can be c o n t r o l l e d  i f  you a n a l y z e  your approach c a r e f u l l y .  
After a l l ,  most  of  us are FPs b e c a u s e  we l i k e  to be so,  
and would r e a l l y  not  c ho o s e  to c h a n g e  c o m p l e t e l y .  We 
know as a p r a c t i c a l  f a c t  t hat  no mat t er  how s k i l l f u l  the  
surgeon we c oul d  never  be a c o m p l e t e  f e m a l e .  We cou l d  
not bear c h i l d r e n ,  nor coul d  we nurse a baby no mat t er  
how b e a u t i f u l  a pair of  breast s  we mi g h t  d e v e l o p .  S i n c e  
we coul d not  be and do t hese  th i ngs ,  the on l y  r a t i o n a l  
approach,  it s e e ms  to me ,  is to e n j o y  the best  and m o s t 
of  both wor l ds .  In order to do thi s ,  why not  be p r a c t i c a l  
and l e t  one person (or p e r s o n a l i t y )  e n j o y  e a c h ?  Frankl y ,  
too,  my brother e n j o y s  hi s  l i b i d o  too much to want  to  
g i ve  i t  up!

Now a l i t t l e  bi t  more about  m e .  I ' m  34 years  old,
6 f e e t  1 inch t a l l ,  we i g h  170 pounds ,  ha v e  fai r  c o m p l e x i o n  
which tends  to f r e c k l e  when I get  too much sun,  I ' m  bow-
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l e g g e d ,  ha v e  rather knot t y  mu s c l e s  in my l e g s ,  wear  
s i z e  12 wi de  shoes  ( s o m e  brands I can be f a i r l y  c o m f o r 
t a b l e  wi th 11 EEE’s) wear 20 T a l l  or 38 dresses ,  a 38 C 
or 40 B bra f i l l e d  out  wi th C h e v a l i e r ’s l i t t l e  d o - h i c k e y s ,  
h a v e  auburn hair  and a wi g  whi ch  a l mo s t  p e r f e c t l y  matche 
e v e n  though i t  was r e a d y - m a d e  and not  c u s t o m - m a t c h e d .
I do not  own many c l o t h e s .  I am try i ng  to bui l d a ward
robe of  good q u a l i t y ,  s e n s i b l y  s t y l e d  g a r me n t s .  I know 
v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  about  m a k e - u p ,  as my p i c t ur e s  probably  
i n d i c a t e .  I l i k e  to sew and am pret t y  good at i t .  My 
brother ,  a n g e l  that  he i s,  bought  me a dandy a u t o ma t i c  
z i g - z a g  m a c h i n e  l as t  Chr i s t mas  that  does  w o n d e r s . . .  when 
I h a v e  t i m e  to us i t !  Se wi ng ,  in cas e  y o u ’ve wondered,  
is very e a s y .  In f a c t ,  i t ’s a l mo s t  l i k e  b u i l d i n g  mo d e l  
a i r p l a n e s :  do s t ep A, then B, then C, f o l l o w i n g  the easy-j  
t o - u n d e r s t a n d  d i r e c t i o n s  t hat  mos t  pat t erns  g i v e .  You 
c a n ’t go wrong,  e i t h e r ,  in us i ng  the c o l o r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  
and m a t e r i a l  shown in the pat t ern c a t a l o g s .  I e v e n  make  
c l o t h e s  for my b r o t h e r ’s w i f e .  Thi s  cuts  down on the c o m 
p l a i n t s  when I ge t  new things !

I de a r l y  l o v e  f i ne  m u s i c .  We are f or t unat e  to have  
four c l a s s i c a l  mu s i c  FM s t a t i ons  in our town so I l i s t e n  
a l l  the t i m e .  Mus i c  hath power  to s oot he  the s a v a g e  
b e a s t ,  ( e v e n  g i r l y  b e a s t s ) .  I al so  l i k e  to c ook,  and I 
h e l p  my wi f e  o f t e n  wi th mai n  courses ,  sa l ads ,  baki ng  
and e v e n  the works .  Anyone  for l e m o n  me r i n g u e  p i e ?  
( Y o u  can d i e t  l a t e r ! )

My brother  has a good s a l e s  job,  t rave l s  a l l  over the  
South,  but  has s ome  p e r s o n a l i t y  p r o b l e ms .  He has a d i f f i 
c u l t  t i m e  a c c e p t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  Thi s  has caus ed him to 
h a v e  e i g h t  jobs  in the past  e l e v e n  years ,  not c o u n t i n g  
the s l ew of  t h i ngs  he t r i ed to do during the 18 - mont h  
de pr e s s e d  per i od he went  t hrough.  He e v e n  caus ed  his  
w i f e  to l o s e  one of  her j obs .  He supports  a c h i l d  by his  
s e c o nd  w i f e  who l i v e s  wi th her,  hiw wi f e ,  a wonder f ul  
f o u r - y e a r  old c h i l d  by her ,  a m o t h e r - i n - l a w  and a dog.
He l o v e s  hi s  wi f e  d e a r l y ,  but I s o m e t i m e s  think he l o v e s  
h i m s e l f  mo r e .  In s p i t e  of  me,  he knows he must  have  a 
wi f e  to m e e t  hi s  m a s c u l i n e  n e e d s .  S o m e t i m e s  he is not  
a b l e  to s a t i s f y  her,  and he is s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  h y p 
nos i s  as a s o l u t i o n  to thi s  pr o b l e m,  b e c a u s e  he knows that  
he must  be a b l e  to,  is o b l i g a t e d  to,  make  her l i f e  happy  
or he c a n n o t  p r e s e r v e  hi s  m a r r i a g e .  He f e e l s  i f  he does
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i mp r o v e  that  a s p e c t  of  his  ma r r i a g e ,  M. w i l l  b e t t e r  acce 
m e .  Current l y  she d i s p i s e s  me ,  c a l l i n g  me a cr e a t ur e ,  a 
p e r v e r t ,  c r a z y ,  s i ck ,  e t c .  She did f i n a l l y  agree  to l e t  | 
me l i v e ,  but onl y  away from h o m e .  So,  I a c c o m p a n y  my 
brother  on s ome ,  not  a l l ,  of  hi s  bus i nes s  trips,  s ec ur e l y  
f o l d e d  i n t o  a s u i t c a s e .  She vows I can never  m e e t  their  
son,  and I d o n ’t ha v e  any pa r t i c u l a r  urge to m e e t  h i m.

I h a v e  d e c i d e d  to t e l l  my mot her ,  my b r o t h e r ’s real  
brot her  and the o l der  e x - g i r l  f r i end about  m e .  I am not | 
a t t r a c t i v e  e nough  or s k i l l e d  enough to pass,  and so go 
out  onl y  rar e l y ,  such as Mardi  Gras,  or re turni ng  home  
from a f r i e n d ' s  house  at n i g h t .  I do not  f e e l  that  i t  is 
e s s e n t i a l  to c h a s e  around dressed a l l  over the countryside  
just  in order to be an FP. Nor do I f e e l  we must  p e r 
m a n e n t l y  be c l o s e t  c a s e s .  We can e n j o y  such e x p e r i e n c e ,  
as p a r t i e s ,  resorts  l i k e  Susanna' s ,  v i s i t s  to f r i ends '  homel 
Mardi  Gras and many  other e x p e r i e n c e s  where  we can be 
wi th p e o p l e and y e t  not  in p u b l i c  danger .

I h a v e  a l r e a d y  g o t t e n  a world of  good out of TVi a ,  
Vi rg i n i a ,  and mos t  of  a l l ,  FP E. I have  m e t m a n y  other  
FP’s and h a v e  g a i n e d  i n s i g h t  and e x p e r i e n c e  from e ac h  
c o n t a c t .  The  more  FP's I m e e t ,  the more  I l earn about  j 
m y s e l f .  I am b e g i n n i n g  to unders tand more about  why I 
am an FP.  I ’m sure that  I am s e e k i n g  to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  
the a f f e c t i o n  and a t t e n t i o n  I never  got  from my father ,  j 
and that  I am the me ans  to thi s  end for my brother .  Won 
are a t t r a c t i v e  and d e s i r a b l e  to me n ,  t he r e f o r e  I can be 
a t t r a c t i v e  and d e s i r a b l e  and in a sense  s a t i s f y  this need j 
of  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  and d e s i r a b i l i t y  whi ch my brother,  as 
a man,  c a n n o t  d i s p l a y .

In FPE, too,  I g e t  so much p l e as ur e  from m e e t i n g  ar 
h e l p i n g  FP’s.  Have  you  eve r  been  the f i rst  FP another  
has eve r  me t ?  It is a great  f e e l i n g ,  to watch t hem di s 
c o v e r  that  you too are r e a l l y  f a i r l y  normal ,  do not have  
a l o t  of  far out  i d e a s  and in short  are no more of a weird 
than t he y  are .

I am c o n v i n c e d  that  onl y  through FPE are we go i ng  
to be ab l e  to ma k e  one dent  in thi s  world of mi s u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  we l i v e  i n .  Right  now I am worki ng d i l i g e n t l y  
on a p r o j e c t  of  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  in my own s t a t e .  If this  
p i l o t  p r o j e c t  is s u c c e s s f u l ,  I hope to expand i t .  I am
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also working to bui l d  a chapt e r  of  "Southern b e l l e s "  so 
we can have  a h o me  group to w e l c o m e  a l l  you other  gir l s  
when you' re  down our way .

The future ? P e r s o n a l i y ,  my brother  and his  w i f e  are 
going to ha v e  a s o i r e e  this  f a l l  in the form of  a c o s t u m e  
party and I am go i ng  to a t t e n d .  I ' l l  l e t  you know in a 
l ater  report  how this  turns out .  I am g o i n g  to d e v o t e  a l o t  
of t i me  to e d u c a t i n g  out s i ders  on what  an FP i s .  I i n t e n d  
to t r ans l a t e  s ome  of  the more  i mp o r t a n t  a r t i c l e s  from 
TVi a i nt o  Spani sh and German.  I am g o i n g  to try to h e l p  
d e v e l o p  wi th S h e i l a  and others  a be t t e r  s c r e e n i n g  t e s t  for 
FP's.  I am g o i n g  to try to be t t er  m y s e l f  in a l l  the  f e m i n i n e  
ways .  I am g o i n g  to he l p  my brother  work hard to make  
his mar r i age  s t i c k .  I am g o i ng  to try to d e v e l o p  and 
e v e n t u a l l y  hope  to ma n u f a c t u r e  and mar ke t ,  be t t e r  p r o 
ducts  s p e c i f i c a l l y  for FP’s, such as s h a p e - m a k e r s ,  we a r i n g  
appare l ,  c o s m e t i c s ,  e t c .  I am g o i n g  to c o n t i n u e  wi th the  
f a c i a l  e l e c t r o l y s i s  I ' v e  been  h a v i n g ,  s i n c e  to my way of  
t h i n k i n g  our beards  are our s i n g l e  b i g g e s t  drawbacks ,  e v e n  
worse ha n d i c a p s  than our v o i c e s .  I am g o i n g  to work hard 
to d i s c o u r a g e  other  FP's from m a k i n g  the bi g  s wi t c h ,  s i n c e  
I f e e l  that  our h a v i n g  b oth wor l d' s  makes  our l i v e s  so 
much r i cher ,  more  fun and i n t e r e s t i n g .  Last but not  l e a s t ,
I am g o i ng  to work hard to g e t  l e g a l  a c c e p t a n c e  or t rans 
ve s t i s m or at l e a s t  l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t r a ns v e s t i s m per 
se and the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  i t  and h o m o s e x u a l i t y .

A mo unt a i n  of  tasks ahead for Ann? Ah,  dear reader ,  
this is "Advent ur i ng  With Ann"!  It is a l so  what  makes  
my l i f e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  And don' t  f or ge t  there  are two of  us 
to do a l l  thi s  work: me and my brother!

Any of  you that  want  to j o i n  in t he s e  a dv e nt ur e s ,  
h o we v e r ,  can start  by j o i n i n g  FPE. C o l l e c t i v e l y  we can  
to p l a c e s  and do t h i ng s .

T H E  E N D
BATES ANN MAILO 1 0 - M - 2  

- - FPE- -
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F I C T I O N

The Fíame
Kathy (5-P-4) FPE

It was Saturday and I was w a t c h i n g  
the C o l l e g e  Fo o t b a l l  g a me  of the week  
on our c o l o r  t e l e v i s i o n  set  and was so 
wrapped up in the a c t i o n  that  I did not  
hear my wi f e  ent er  the room.

"Ed*, she said as she dropped her  
armf ul  of p a c k a g e s  on the sofa and 
p l a c e d  her car keys  and purse on the 
c o f f e e  t a b l e .  "What t i me  w i l l  the game  
be over? We d o n ’t want  to be l a t e  for 
the party and i t  w i l l  take at l e as t  an 
hour to dr i ve  to Tom and Harri e t ' s  p l a c e .

"It should be over in about  an hour,  
A d e l e ,  " I r e p l i e d ,  "but you can get  
di nner  ready and by that  t i me  the game  
should be o v e r . "

I had f o r g o t t e n  c o m p l e t e l y  about  the  
H a l l o w e e n  Eve party that  we had been  
i n v i t e d  to by fr i ends  from our ho me  s tate  
whom we had not  s een  for many years .
We were  l o o k i n g  forward to this  e v e n i n g .

I had r e c e n t l y  be e n  t ransferred from 
our Denver  o f f i c e  to Los An g e l e s  to c o m 
p l e t e  a p r o j e c t  for our f irm and I had 
be e n  worki ng  ext ra  hours to c o m p l e t e  i t .

16



Tlafumtui
Our c o m p e t i t i o n  was the l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n n i n g  f i rm 
in the country  and we were  just  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e p u t a t i o n .  
We were to pr e s e nt  our propos a l  thi s  c o m i n g  Monday .

The g ame  was e x c i t i n g  and i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  onl y  a 
few mi n u t e s  be f ore  Ad e l e  c a l l e d  me to the t a b l e  and we 
were e n j o y i n g  her good c o o k i n g .

As Ad e l e  c l e a r e d  the t a b l e  she asked,  "Ed, a r e n ' t  
you the l e a s t  b i t  cur i ous  as to what  c o s t u m e s  we w i l l  be 
we ar i ng  this  e v e n i n g ?  I know that  you were  too busy to 
he l p  me s e l e c t  them but I have  b e e n  busy too,  g e t t i n g  
s i t ua t ed  in ou: new home !  "

To be hones t ,  I had g i v e n  i t  no thought  at a l l .  Ad e l e  
had a l ways  be e n  c a p a b l e  and I had as sumed that  she woul d  
s e l e c t  i n t e r e s t i n g  and o r i g i n a l  c o s t u m e s  for us.  I was  
more than c o n t e n t  to l e a v e  the s e l e c t i o n  up to her .

"Of course ,  I am c ur i ous ",  I r e p l i e d  to her i nqui r y ,  
"and unl ess  I mi ss  my guess  I w i l l  be a p i r a t e ,  c o wb o y ,  
or i f  you r e a l l y  want ed me c u r r e n t - - a  s p a c e ma n !  Which  
w i l l  i t  be?"

"None of t he m",  she r e p l i e d  and for the f i rs t  t i m e  I 
c oul d  see  a s m i l e  b e g i n n i n g  at the corners  of  her mo u t h .  
"The r e nt a l  a g e n c i e s  had a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  to c h o o s e  
from and I was much too busy t hes e  past  we e ks  to work 
up s o m e t h i n g  o r i g i n a l  so I d e c i d e d  that  we woul d have  
you go as a g i r l  and at  the same  t i me  save  the mo n e y  
that  a c o s t u me  rent a l  woul d c o s t ! "

Not i ng  the l ook of c o n s t e r n a t i o n  on my f ace? she  
c o n t i n u e d  on,  "We are a l m o s t  the s ame  s i z e  e x c e p t  you  
are a bi t  t a l l e r  and you have  a b i g g e r  f o o t .  I bought  a 
l o v e l y  dress for you whi ch can be a l t e r e d  af t er  t o n i g h t  
and whi ch I can wear a f t e r wa r d .  For m y s e l f  I w i l l  go as 
a g l amour  ga l  of  the roar i ng  20' s  and can use one of  my 
old dresses  wi th proper a c c e s s o r i e s  to ma k e  an a t t r a c t i v e  
c o s t u m e .  Aren' t  you proud of  me for s a v i n g  you a l l  this  
m oney ? "

"Frankly,  no! " I r e p l i e d ,  I woul d h a v e  pref erred  
s o m e t h i n g  more c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  but  I unders tand that  you  
did your bes t  wi th the t i m e  you ha d .  Ho we v e r ,  i f  you l end  
me one of your wi gs ,  i t  won' t  be t oo  bad at that  and af t er
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a l l  i t  is H a l l o w e e n "  .

We d e c i d e d  that  I was g o i n g  to be as a u t h e n t i c  a 
y o u n g  l ady as p o s s i b l e  and Ad e l e  i ns i s t e d  that  I shave  
very c l o s e l y  and a l s o  not  to stop unt i l  I had r e a c h e d  my 
a n k l e s .  She s u g g e s t e d  t hat  I ge t  dressed f i rst ,  s i nc e  she 
did not  know how l o n g  i t  woul d take her to ge t  me ready.

" O. K. ,  A d e l e , "  I answered her s u g g e s t i o n .  "Get me  
the dress and I w i l l  put  i t  on so you can g e t  s tar ted. "

"Ed", she re t or t ed ,  "i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to go as a gi r l ,  
you w i l l  go a l l  the way from the skin out .  We d e c i d e d  
on b e i n g  a u t h e n t i c ,  d i d n ’ t we?" And wi th this she handed  
me a wa i s t  c i n c h ,  p a n t i e s ,  bra,  and ny l on ho s e .

I had be e n  marr i ed l ong  enough to know how to put  
on t hese  i t e m s  and soon they were in p l a c e .  Ad e l e  ass i s t ed  
me in a t t a c h i n g  the garters  to the hose  and l o o k i n g  at the  
f l a t  bra,  she i n f l a t e d  two s ma l l  b a l l o o n s  and s tuf f ed them 
i n t o  the cups to c r e a t e  a more f e m i n i n e  o u t l i n e .

The  c i n c h  had t aken in my 30 i nc h  w a i s t l i n e  to a 
ne at  26 i n c h e s  and l o o k i n g  in the mirror I l i ke d  the 
i l l u s i o n  I c r e a t e d .

I wa l ke d  over  to the bed on whi ch  Ad e l e  had p l a c e d  
the b l ue  sheat h dress  wi th 3 / 4  s l e e v e s  and wi de  oval  n e c k 
l i n e  and as I r e a c h e d  for the s i l ky  m a t e r i a l ,  Ade l e  s topped  
m e .

"I can s ee  that  you h a v e n ' t  be e n  pa y i ng  too much  
a t t e n t i o n  to me when I am g e t t i n g  dres s ed .  First ,  put  
on thi s  s l ip and then we put your makeup on.  The dress  
goes  on las t !  "

I sat down at A d e l e ' s  dres s i ng  t abl e  c o n s c i o u s  of  the  
f e e l  of  the ny l ons  as I crossed my l egs  and the i mp r e s s i o n ,  
s l i g h t  as i t  was,  of  the l a c e  hem of the s l ip on my k n e e s .

With great  speed and wi th p r o f e s s i o n a l  m o v e m e n t s  
she a p p l i e d  base ,  rouge ,  powder,  mas cara ,  then shaped  
my mouth wi th l i p s t i c k  and o ut l i ne d  my brows .  The e f f e c t  
was more  r e a l i s t i c  than I had e x p e c t e d .

She handed me a pair of b l ack  l e a t h e r  pumps whi ch
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I s t rugg l ed  i n t o  and then h e l p e d  me ge t  i n t o  the s h e a t h .
As she z i ppe d  up the back I f e l t  l i k e  anot her  person was  
l o c k e d  in the dress .  She then p l a c e d  her ’’g o i n g  out  w i g ” 
on my head and h e l p e d  me put on the r h i n e s t o n e  n e c k l a c e  
and earr i ngs  whi ch  were  to c o m p l e t e  my o u t f i t .

"You can wear my c o s t u m e  j e w e l r y  wat ch  and I h a v e  
a pair of  g l o v e s  that  w i l l  jus t  ma t c h  your o ut f i t !  ’’ She  
said as she s tood back to l ook  me o v e r .  "Now i f  you w i l l  
keep y o u r s e l f  busy I w i l l  ge t  m y s e l f  r e a d y " .  And wi th  
that  she g e n t l y  pushed me from the r o o m.

As I s tarted toward the l i v i n g  room,  the d o o r b e l l  
rang and wi t h o u t  t h i nk i ng ,  I we nt  to answer i t  w a l k i n g  
s l o wl y  b e c a u s e  of  the u n a c c u s t o m e d  h i g h h e e l s  I was w e a r i n g .
Two c ut e  y o u n g s t e r s -----one g o b l i n ,  one wi t c h  g r e e t e d  me
wi th "trick or t reat " ,  and wi t h o u t  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  I handed  
them e a c h  a bag  of g o o d i e s  that  we had prepared for thi s  
H a l l o w e e n .

"Thank you ma m,  " the c h i l d r e n  shout ed as t he y  rushed  
of f  to the i r  ne x t  v i c t i m  and for the f i rs t  t i m e ,  I f e l t  a 
blush c o m i n g  to my c h e e k s .

Thi s  rout i ne  was r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  w h i l e  Ad e l e  
prepared h e r s e l f ,  and a f t er  e a c h  v i s i t or  who f a i l e d  to see  
any t h i ng  but  the l ady of  the hous e ,  I e n j o y e d  my rol e  
more and mo r e .

When Ad e l e  f i n a l l y  c a m e  out  she l o o k e d  truly  l i k e  the  
Queen o f  the roar i ng  20' s  and was c u t e  as a but t on,  "Hurry 
Ed, we are l a t e  now".  And s a y i n g  thi s ,  she handed  me a 
bl a c k  l e a t h e r  purse i nt o  whi c h  she had p l a c e d  my keys ,  
c i g a r e t t e s ,  and other  i t e m s  I n o r m a l l y  car r i e d  in my  
po c ke t s  as w e l l  as a c o m p a c t  and l i p s t i c k .

As Ade l e  e n t e r e d  the car I n o t i c e d  how g r a c e f u l l y  she 
s w i v e l l e d  i nt o  the d r i v e r ’s sear and I i m i t a t e d  her m o v e 
ments  as I e n t e r e d  the c a r .  "I am g o i n g  to c a l l  you by 
your f i rst  name  thi s  e v e n i n g  ma y be  we can k e e p  your  
i d e n t i t y  a s e c r e t  for a l i t t l e  w h i l e " ,  A d e l e  i n f o r me d  m e .

My f u l l  name  was Mari on Edward Hal e  and I had a l ways  
di s l i k e d  the Marion part  of  i t .  I a l wa y s  s i gned  my name  
M. Edward Hal e  and mos t  of  my f r i ends  c a l l e d  me Ed.

We coul d  hear  the sound of  mus i c  and c o n v e r s a t i o n
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as we a p pr o a c he d  the door arid rang the b e l l  of  Tom and 
H a r r i e t t  a p a r t m e n t .  A gypsy g r e e t e d  us s a y i n g  ’’Fol low m 
p l e a s e  and do not  t a l k .  We want  to ke e p  our i d e n t i t i e s  
s e c r e t  as l o n g  as p o s s i b l e . "

We f o l l o w e d  her i n t o  the bedroom and she took my 
c o a t  and l a i d  i t  on the bed and then she and Ad e l e  went  
in to j o i n  the pa r t y .  In order to g i v e  t hem t i me  to di s-  | 
a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  from me,  I bus i ed m y s e l f  in front  
of  the mirror and wi t h o u t  t h i n k i n g  adj us t ed  my dress so 
t hat  i t  l o o k e d  b e t t e r  and l i f t e d  the sheat h  to adjust  my 
gar t er  b e l t .

If I had e x p e c t e d  the other  gues t s  to throng about  me 
and s eek  to i d e n t i f y  me ,  I was d i s a p p o i n t e d .  Everywhere  
t hey  were  e n g a g e d  in a n i m a t e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  in groups of 
two and t h r e e .

Tom c a m e  over  f i n a l l y  and o f f e r e d  me a drink whicl  
I a c c e p t e d  s i n c e  w i t h o u t  p o c k e t s  I did not  know what  to 
do wi t h  my h a nds .  "You l ook f a m i l i a r ,  but darn i f  I can  
p l a c e  you" ,  he e x c l a i m e d .  I had no i n t e n t i o n  of  b e i n g  
s i l e n t  a l l  n i g ht  and q u i e t l y  told h i m who I was and f inal ly 
saw hi s  d i s b e l i e f  g i v e  way to r e c o g n i t i o n .

"Why you  old son of  a gun,  i f  you ha d n ' t  opened  your 
mout h I woul d ne v e r  h a v e  g ue s s e d  who you were",  he 
f i n a l l y  s a i d .  I c o u l d  not  unders tand why thi s  s t a t e m e n t  
shoul d h a v e  p l e a s e d  m e .

The  s l ow r e c o g n i t i o n  of  my f r i ends  added z e s t  to the  
e v e n i n g  and soon we were  r e m i n i s c i n g  about  old t i m e s .  I 
did my share of  the t a l k i n g  and forgot  c o m p l e t e l y  how I 
was d r e s s e d .  Looki ng  b a c k ,  e v e r y t h i n g  s e e m e d  nor mal  
and nat ur a l  to m e .

As we were  l e a v i n g  Ad e l e  remarked,  "Marion,  you  
ma de  a t r e me n d o u s  ga l  and I was surpri sed t hat  i t  took  
the  others  so l o n g  to r e c o g n i z e  you but e v e n  more  sur
pr i sed t hat  your e v e r y  mo v e  and ges ture  was t y p i c a l l y  
f e m i n i n e .  Are you  sure you have  not  be e n  h i d i n g  s o m e 
t h i n g  from me?  ’’

I assured her that  she had not h i ng  to worry about  and 
that  I had no s e c r e t s  but a l so  told her how much I had  
e n j o y e d  the e v e n i n g .
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As we a ppr oac he d  our ho me  we c o u l d  see  that  the  

sky was l i t  up and s u s p e c t e d  that  s ome  yo ung s t e r s  had 
s tarted a bon f i re  to c e l e b r a t e  thi s  e v e n i n g .  But as we  
turned the corner and f i n a l l y  say what  was h a p p e n i n g  
both of  us just  s tared in c o n s t e r n a t i o n  and d i s b e l i e f .

Swarms of  f i r e m e n  were  pour i ng  s t reams  of  water  i n 
to what  r e ma i n e d  of our a p a r t me n t  h o u s e .  You did not  have  
to be a f i r e ma n  to know that  thi s  was g o i n g  to be a t o t a l  
l o s s .  F i n a l l y  we n o t i c e d  our l andl ord t a l k i n g  wi th one of  
the f i r e m e n  and we got  out  of  the car and wa l k e d  q u i c k l y  
over to h i m .

Everyone  was so e x c i t e d  that  no c o m m e n t  was made  
as to how I was dressed and he to l d us what  had h a p p e n e d .  
Some  t e e n a g e r s  had s tar ted a f i re  whi ch  had g o t t e n  out  
of  c o nt r o l  b e c a u s e  of the h i gh winds  that  n i g ht  and b e 
fore the f i r e m e n  cou l d  arr i ve  from anot he r  f i re  t hey  had 
be e n  c a l l e d  to,  the e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  was in f l a m e s  and a l l  
t hey  coul d  do was p r e v e n t  i t  from s pr e a d i ng  to other  
proper t i e s  n e a r by .

Our a pa r t me nt  was t o t a l l y  de s t r o y e d  wi th e v e r y t h i n g  
we owned but I was t hankf u l  that  my b r i e f c a s e  wi th my  
p r o j e c t  works hee t s  was s a f e  in the trunk of  the c a r .  It 
re pr e s e nt e d  months  of  work.  I was not  l o o k i n g  forward to 
the task of  r e f ur n i s h i ng  and r e p l a c i n g  whi c h  I knew woul d  
ha v e  to be done  and was g r a t e f u l  t hat  we had a l ways  
carr i ed  enough i ns ur a nc e  so that  we woul d be in a good  
p o s i t i o n  f i n a n c i a l l y .

We had no c h o i c e  but  to go to a h o t e l  for the b a l a n c e  
of  the ni ght  and wh i l e  I parked the car,  Ad e l e  ma de  i n 
qui r i es  about  r ooms .  The onl y  th i ng  a v a i l a b l e  was a su i t e  
of  three  rooms whi c h  we had no c h o i c e  but  to a c c e p t .

"Do you l a d i e s  ha v e  any l u g g a g e ? "  Asked the desk  
c l e r k  r i ng i ng  for a b e l l  boy .  I shook my head s t i l l  da z e d  
by the r e c e n t  d i s as t er  and Ad e l e  told h i m of  the f i r e .
He expr e s s e d  his  s ympat hy  and had the boy show us to our 
r o o m s .

I was d e s po nde nt  t h i n k i n g  about  our s i t u a t i o n .  . s t range  
room,  no c l o t h e s  e x c e p t  that  whi ch  we were we a r i n g ,  
stores  c l o s e d  on the w e e k e n d ,  and a l l  the th i ngs  we woul d  
have  to do.
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It was A d e l e  as usual  who s aved the day .  "Ed, be 
g r a t e f u l  we were  not  ho me  when the f i re  s t a r t e d .  We 
c o u l d  ha v e  b e e n  i nj ured or wors e .  Don' t  worry everyt hi ng  
w i l l  be a l l  r i ght  when mo r n i ng  c o m e s .  Now l e t ’s ge t  some 
rest  and we w i l l  t a l k th i ngs  over in the mo r n i n g . "

We r e mo v e d  our dresses  and hung t hem n e a t l y  in the 
c l o s e t  s i n c e  we had to p r o t e c t  our now l i m i t e d  wardrobe.  
We r e m o v e d  our make up as bes t  we c oul d  and as I glanced 
in the  mirror I c o u l d  n o t i c e  that  s l i g h t  t races  r e mai ne d  
on my f a c e .

"Darn A d e l e " ,  I s t a mme r e d ,  "What in the world wi l l !  
I use for p a j a ma s  and what  w i l l  you s l e e p  in?"

"I can s ee  y o u ' r e  not  used to b e i n g  a g i r l ,  " she sighe  
o b v i o u s l y  t r y i ng  to c h e e r  me up.  "We can s l e e p  in our 
s l i ps  t o n i g h t  and t omorrow we w i l l  ge t  other  c l o t h e s . "

When we arose  the ne x t  morni ng ,  I s ug g e s t e d  that  
A d e l e  go down and br i ng  up some  br e akf as t  s i nc e  there  
was no room s e r v i c e  in thi s  h o t e l  and I did not  want  to 
go out  in broad d a y l i g h t  dressed a la f e m m e .  She refused  
q u i e t l y  but  f i r m l y .

"Don' t  be f o o l i s h .  You c a n ' t  s tay in the room a l l  day 
You g e t  dres sed in your under t h i ngs  and I w i l l  go down
stai rs  and buy a razor and s ome  t o i l e t r i e s .  Af ter  you  
s h a v e ,  we w i l l  BOTH go down and e a t  in the d i n i ng  room I 
and j u d g i n g  by l as t  n i ght ,  i f  you l e t  me order for you,  nd 
one w i l l  know the d i f f e r e n c e .  Just pre t end that  Ha l l o we e n  
l a s t e d  a day l o ng e r  thi s  y e a r . "

Thi s  was soon a c c o m p l i s h e d  and A d e l e  once  more  
a p p l i e d  ma ke up  to my f a c e  w h i l e  I sat  q u i e t l y  garbed  
onl y  in bra,  p a n t i e s ,  s l i p  and h o s e .  The dress was put  
on and the wi g  adj us t ed  and we were  of f  to br e a kf a s t .

U n l i k e  l a s t  n i ght ,  thi s  was d i f f e r e n t .  I was u n c o m 
f o r t a b l e  as the wa i t e r  p u l l e d  back my chai r  and as s i s t ed  
me in g e t t i n g  s e a t e d .  I did not  ha v e  the c o mf o r t  of  dark
ness  thi s  t i m e  and a l t h o u g h  we sat  in a far corner  of  the 
d i n i n g  room I c o u l d  n o t i c e  the other  patrons  g l a n c i n g  at j 
u s .

" Ad e l e , "  I sa i d,  "I must  l ook l i k e  an odd ba l l  to thes
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p e o p l e ,  the way t hey  l ook at us from t i me  to t i m e .

’’D o n ’t be s i l l y , "  she r e p l i e d ,  " t he i r ' s  is a nat ura l  
r e a c t i o n  to two good l o o k i n g  gi r l s  l i k e  us.  As far as 
they are c o n c e r n e d ,  you are just  anot her  c h i c k  to be  
l o o ke d  u p o n . ”

When we returned to our rooms a f t er  br e a k f a s t ,  we  
d e c i d e d  that  s i n c e  we c o u l d  do no s hoppi ng  and s i n c e  I 
had no c h o i c e  but  to s tay dressed as I was ,  that  we woul d  
stay in the h o t e l  and browse through the shops and di ne  
t h e r e .  Un f o r t u n a t e l y  none of the shops that  were  open  
sold c l o t h i n g  and were  d e s i g n e d  for t our i s t .

The day passed q u i c k l y  as we had l unch  and di nner  
in the h o t e l  and in b e t w e e n  shopped the s m a l l  shops in 
the f o y e r .  What a m a z e d  me the mos t ,  was that  a f t er  the  
f i rst  few mi n u t e s  of  b e i n g  dressed as a wo ma n  that  I r e 
a c t e d  as one and to anyone  w a t c h i n g  us,  we appeared  to 
be two wo me n  e n j o y i n g  a v a c a t i o n  at the h o t e l .

It l o o ke d  l i k e  a l o n g  e v e n i n g  but  when we a p p r o a c h e d  
the desk to ge t  our room keys ,  the c l e r k  s u g g e s t e d  that  
we mi ght  v i s i t  Ch i nat own and perhaps  t here  we mi g h t  be  
abl e  to f ind s ome  s tores  that  cou l d  supply us wi th n e e d e d  
c l o t h i n g .

We drove down 'to Chi nat own and in one of the quai nt  
shops,  Ade l e  bought  us e a c h  a m a t c h i n g  ma nda r i n  robe and 
gown.  They  were b e a u t i f u l l y  e m b r o i d e r e d  and of pure s i l k .  
Al t hough e x p e n s i v e ,  Ad e l e  f e l t  i t  would be b e t t e r  than  
h a v i n g  to s l e e p  in our s l i ps  a g a i n .  Two pairs  of  mid h e e l  
mul es  wi th Chi nese  e mb r o i d e r y  on the upper por t i on  c o m 
p l e t e d  our p u r c ha s e s .  We did not  s tay too l o ng  s i n c e  I 
was not  a c c u s t o m e d  to w a l k i n g  so much in h i gh  h e e l s .

Once back in our h o t e l  room,  we q u i c k l y  put on our 
new n i g h t c l o t h e s  and I c o u l d  f e e l  my skin t i n g l e  as the  
s i lk carres sed my bo dy .  The mul e s  were  much more  c o m 
f or t abl e  than w a l k i n g  around in bare f e e t  or h i gh h e e l s .

"Marion,  " Ad e l e  f i n a l l y  sa i d,  " c o me  l e t  me show you  
how to rinse out  your undi es  s i n c e  you w i l l  want  to be 
fresh when you go i n t o  the o f f i c e  in the m o r n i n g . "  He l p i n g  
Ade l e ,  I was aware that  I had never  a p p r e c i a t e d  ny l on  so 
m u c h .
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After we had r e mo v e d  our make up ,  Ad e l e  b e g a n  to 
comb out my wi g  so i t  would l ook h a l f  d e c e n t  the next  
day and I began to s tudy the m a t e r i a l  so i t  woul d be  
fresh in my mind when I saw Phi l  Si ms  in the mo r n i n g .

"Marion",  she r emarked ,  "i t  jus t  doesn*t  l ook right  
for you to be s i t t i n g  there  wi th your boyi sh  bob.  What i f  
a b e l l b o y  were to c o m e  to our room?" She then p r o c e e d e d  
to wrap a c h i f f o n  scarf  around my head in a turban s t y l e .

We t a l ked  over our plans  for the next  day and d e c i d e d  
that  I would get  my bus i nes s  wi th S i ms  over  wi th as qu i c k l y  
as p o s s i b l e  wh i l e  Ade l e  would go shoppi ng  for c l o t h e s  and 
i f  t i me  a l l o w e d ,  an apa r t me n t  for us to l i v e  i n .  She a l so  
would c a l l  the i ns ur anc e  c o mp a n y  and pres ent  our c l a i m .

The next  morni ng  Ade l e  took pa r t i c u l a r  pai ns  in 
a p pl y i ng  my makeup s i nc e  she f e l t  I would be l ess  c o n -  
s p i c i ous  i f  I l ooke d  as f e m i n i n e  as p o s s i b l e  when she had 
f i n i s hed  she remarked "Marion,  I wish that  you c o u l d  do 
this y o u r s e l f  s i nc e  I have  so much to do m y s e l f .  It is 
d i f f i c u l t  enough prepar i ng  one woman but two is a l mo s t  
i m p o s s i b l e .  "

We had a hurried breakf as t  in the c o f f e e  shop and for 
the f irst  t i me  I was f a s c i n a t e d  by the l i p s t i c k  r ing on my 
c o f f e e  cup and of my red e n a m e l e d  n a i l s  as I l i f t e d  my 
cup to my mout h .

Without  t h i nk i ng ,  I d u p l i c a t e d  A d e l e ' s  a c t i o n s  as she 
removed  the e x c e s s  l i p s t i c k  from around her mouth wi th  
Kl e e n e x  and then t o uc he d  up her l i p s .  Ga t he r i ng  up our 
purses,  we paid our b i l l  and l e f t  for our trip i n t o  t own.

The c l o s e r  we got  to the o f f i c e ,  the more  u n c o m f o r t 
abl e  I b e c a m e ,  what  would Phi l  say? Would he f i re  me?
Or think me queer?  S t i l l  the c o n t r a c t  me a n t  e v e r y t h i n g  to 
our c o mp a n y  and I knew that  I had no c h o i c e  but to ke e p  
our a p p o i n t m e n t .

None of  the other  e m p l o y e e s  had y e t  arr i ved and Phi l  
was worki ng over his  desk as I appr oac he d  h i m from b e 
h i nd .  "Here i t  i s ,  P h i l , "  I said h o l d i n g  out  the papers  
of the c o m p l e t e d  p r o j e c t .  "I woul d l i k e  to br i e f  you on i t  
as qu i c k l y  as po s s i b l e  and then I want  to g e t  away  for the  
a f t e r n o o n . "
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He turned and l o o ke d  at me and I c o u l d  see  the shock I 
and d i s b e l i e f  in his  f a c e .  His e y e s  took in my po i nt ed  
hi gh h e e l e d  shoes ,  sheer  ny l ons ,  dress ,  j e w e l r y ,  makeup  
and purse .

"My God, "  he e x c l a i m e d ,  "what  in the world are you 
d o i n g  dressed l i k e  that?"

I e x p l a i n e d  the H a l l o w e e n  party and the f i re  and then 
asked h i m,  "would you have  preferred that  I had t aken  the 
day of f  and bought  r e s p e c t a b l e  c l o t h e s  and p o s s i b l y  l ose  
our c h a n c e s  for the Rut l ege  c o n t r a c t ?  You told me you  
were  p r e s e n t i n g  i t  to them l a t e  thi s  a f t e r n o o n  and i t  wi l l  
take  s e v e r a l  hours to ready you for this  m e e t i n g .

"Ed, you are r i ght ,  " he  c o n c e e d e d .  "The i mpor t ant  
t h i n g  is to ge t  the c o n t r a c t .  I w i l l  admi t  I am glad that  
you c a m e ,  e v e n  i f  you had to c o m e  dressed as a Uba ng i .  
Let 's ge t  to work.  "

We worked a l l  mo r n i n g  on the Rut l ege  p r o j e c t ,  skipper  
our l unch but had s a n d wi c h e s  brought  in and by 4 p . m .  
we were f i n i s h e d  wi th our work.

As Phi l  put  the c o m p l e t e d  o u t l i n e  in his  b r i e f c a s e ,  he 
sa i d ,  "Ed, you  did a t e r r i f i c  job wi th thi s  p r o j e c t  and sine 
there  is n o t h i n g  r e a l l y  rush for you to do at the o f f i c e ,  
why don' t  you t ake  of f  for a c o u p l e  of  weeks  and get  your  
house  in order .  You w i l l  have  p l e n t y  to do to just  r e p l a c e  
the th i ngs  that  the f i re  d e s t r o y e d ! "  His s u g g e s t i o n  made  
sens e ,  and I a c c e p t e d  hi s  o f f e r .

Ad e l e  should be ar r i v i ng  soon to p i ck  me up, and for
g e t t i n g  how I was dressed I s tarted down the h a l l  towards  
the m e n ’s room in order to f reshen up.  As I was c l o s i n g  
the door behi nd me ,  I c oul d  hear one of the g i r l s  in the 
o f f i c e  i nqu i r e ,  "who is the woman wi th Phi l  S i ms",  and 
made  a qui ck d e c i s i o n  to ent er  the h e r e t o f o r e  f orbi dden  
t err i t ory  of  the l a d i e s '  r o o m.  I was much r e l i e v e d  to find 
that  the powder  room s e c t i o n  was s e pa r a t e  from the other  
and sat  down be f o r e  the mirror,  t ouc he d  up my makeup  
and returned to my o f f i c e .

Wi thout  t h i nk i ng ,  I l e a n e d  back in my chai r  and put j 
my f e e t  up on the desk but the s i ght  of my nyl on c l ad legs 
q u i c k l y  brought  me baGk to my pr e s e nt  c o n d i t i o n  and I
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assumed a more l a d y l i k e  p o s i t i o n .

Ade l e  arr ived about  5 p . m .  and as we l e f t  the o f f i c e  
I coul d see  that  I had b e e n  f i n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  by a s s o c i 
at ion s i nc e  Ad e l e  had o f t en  v i s i t e d  at the o f f i c e  b e f o r e .

"What took you so l ong?" I i n qu i r e d ,  "we have  one  
good break,  Ad e l e ,  s i n c e  Ph i l  said that  I c o u l d  t ake  of f  
for the ne x t  two we e ks  so that  we can  g e t  o r g a n i z e d . "

"Marion",  she r e p l i e d ,  "you know that  you just  don' t  
go i nt o  a store and pi ckup and buy the f i rst  t h i ng  you  s e e .  
There  were so many thi ngs  I n e e d e d  that  I just  did not  
r e a l i z e  how q u i c k l y  t i me  had p a s s e d . "

Al t hough I had heard the usual  j o ke s  about  wo me n  
s hoppi ng,  I had never  r e a l i z e d  b e f o r e  now how true t hey  
r e a l l y  were s i nc e  I had a l ways  be e n  too busy to go s hoppi ng  
with A d e l e .

Whi l e  dr i v i ng  back to our h o t e l ,  Ad e l e  to l d me of  the 
many purchases  she had made  and as she o u t l i n e d  the i t e m s ,  
I c oul d  see  by the e x p r e s s i o n  on her f a c e  how much p l e a 
sure she had d e r i v e d  from her s hoppi ng  s pr e e .  She c o n 
c l ude d  by s a y i ng  that^ af t er  di nner  she woul d ha v e  to buy 
some c o s m e t i c s  and under t h i ngs .

"Hold on,  Ad e l e ,  " I i n t e r r upt e d ,  "what  did you buy 
ME? Dresses ,  skirts ,  b l ous e s ,  capr i s  are f i ne  for you,  
but you don' t  e x p e c t  me to s tay dressed thi s  way f o r e ve r ,  
or do you?"

"Marion,  " she r e p l i e d ,  "I d i dn ' t  ha v e  t i m e  to shop 
for you and I was not  c e r t a i n  as to your s i z e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
we can r e c t i f y  that  thi s  e v e n i n g .  "

We di ned in our room on the "Take  Out Dinners" we 
had purchased on the way h o me  and when we had f i n i s h e d  
Ade l e  a nno unc e d ,  "it w i l l  be a p l e a s u r e  to wear some  
fresh,  d e c e n t  c l o t h e s  a g a i n  and I t hi nk I w i l l  wear one of  
the s hi r t makers  s i n c e  I w i l l  probabl y  be t ry i ng  on c l o t h e s  
a l l  e v e n i n g .  YOU h a v e  been  we a r i n g  the same  c l o t h e s  for 
three days now and I s ugge s t  that  you wear  the other  
shi r tmaker  whi ch at l e a s t  is fresh and w i l l  be more  c o m 
f o r t a b l e  than the sheath you have  b e e n  w e a r i n g .  " It never
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occurred to me to make  any o b j e c t i o n .

Fo r t una t e l y  the stores  were  open l a t e  this  e v e n i n g  and 
as we passed thru the c o s m e t i c  s e c t i o n ,  Ad e l e  s topped to 
pi c k  up some  l i p s t i c k s .  Whi l e  she d i s c us s e d  shades  and 
brands wi th the s a l e s g i r l ,  I s tood q u i e t l y  by.  This  was all 
Greek to me and I was a m a z e d  when the s a l e s g i r l  appl i ed  
var i ous  shades  of  l i p s t i c k  to the thumb area of A d e l e ' s  
hand so that  she c o u l d  be t t e r  j udge  how t hey  were for 
her c o m p l e x i o n .  Af ter  Ad e l e  had purchas ed s e v e r a l  i t ems  
i n c l u d i n g  l i p s t i c k ,  powder ,  rouge ,  p a n c a k e ,  the sa l esg i r l  
asked her i f  "her fr i end" woul d care  for a n y t h i n g .

I was surpri sed when Ad e l e  ans wered,  "what  would be 
a good shade  of  l i p s t i c k  for her and what  would you re 
c o m m e n d  in the way of  powder ,  base ,  rouge  and mascara  
for her?"

A d e l e ' s  pr e v i o us  e x p e r i e n c e  was d u p l i c a t e d  for me  
now.  Li ps t i cks  were  a p p l i e d  to my hand as were  various  
shades  of  other  c o s m e t i c s  and e v e n  I c ou l d  see  that  some  
shades  were  be t t e r  s u i t ed  for m e .  I was e v e n  more sur
pr i sed when A d e l e  a c t u a l l y  bought  t hose  i t e ms  whi ch  
b l e n d e d  best  wi th my c o m p l e x i o n .

Before  l e a v i n g  the cos . met i c  c ount e r  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n  
s cent s  in p e r f u me  and c o l o g n e  were s a mpl e d  by a p p l y i n g  | 
t hem to the wri sts  and then s m e l l i n g  t h e m.  Thi s  d i f f e r e d  
from the way I had p r e v i o u s l y  purchased t hese  i t e m s  for 
A d e l e  as g i f t s - - s m e l l i n g  t hem from the b o t t l e .  Agai n  I 
was as t ounded  when af t er  s e l e c t i n g  a c o l o g n e  and p e r 
f ume  for h e r s e l f ,  she bought  the same i t e m s  for me in 
a s c e nt  that  I had i n d i c a t e d  I l i k e d .

"Why did you ma k e  the purchase  for ME?" I a s ked.
"I woul d ha v e  s t opped you but was afrai d to say a n y t h i n g  
for reasons  t hat  you know.  "

"I a c t e d  i m p u l s i v e l y ,  " she ans wered ,  "I t hought  it  
m i g h t  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see how you woul d know wi th  
proper m a k e - u p  whi ch was s e l e c t e d  for your c o m p l e x i o n  
rather  than mi n e  and the c o l o g n e  w i l l  ma ke  the p i c t ur e  
e v e n  more  r e a l i s t i c .  Even wi th your i m p r o v i s e d  makeup  
and c l o t h i n g ,  you have  l ooked  more  f e m i n i n e  than many  
gi r l s  I know.  Fact  i s,  Marion,  I woul d l i k e  to see  how you 
woul d look in a proper l y  f i t t e d  o u t f i t  as w e l l . "
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"OK, A d e l e ,  now i f  you don' t  mi nd,  I woul d  l i k e  to 
buy a sui t  and ge t  back to n o r m a l . . . .  But,  i t  woul d be  
i n t e r e s t i n g  to see  m y s e l f  dressed wi th the s ame  a t t e n t i o n  
to d e t a i l  that  you d i s p l a y  a l l  the t i m e .  "

We appr oac he d  the e l e v a t o r  and A d e l e  i nqu i r e d  as to 
what  f l oor  sui t s  were  on and was told the fourth and we  
got  in and soon we were  t h e r e .

As we got  out  of  the e l e v a t o r ,  I c o u l d  see  that  we  
were in the wo me n ' s  and mi s s e s  d e p a r t m e n t  and i t  dawned  
on me that  the e l e v a t o r ,  s tarter  had made  a n o r ma l  a s 
s umpt i on  and as sumed we want ed  w o me n ' s  s u i t s . . . . .

Ade l e  said,  "as l o n g  as we are here ,  l e t  me l ook at  
some sui t s  s i nc e  I w i l l  need  at l e a s t  o n e . "  Rather than  
was t e  t i m e ,  I a g r e e d .

Af ter  Ad e l e  had s e l e c t e d  three  sui t s  wi th my i n e x p e r t  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  the s a l e s g i r l  asked i f  I woul d l i k e  to a c c o m p a n y  
her to the dres s i ng  room and Ad e l e  answered for me by 
say i ng ,  "c o me  a l o n g  Marion,  thi s  wa y .  I wo n ' t  h a v e  to 
bring the sui t s  out  to show you and to g e t  your o p i n i o n .  "

A d e l e  put  me to work a s s i s t i n g  her in ma k i n g  the  
numerous  c h a n g e s  but  none of  the sui t s  s e e m e d  to sui t  
her .  She c a l l e d  in the s a l e s g i r l  and asked her to bring  
her some others  to try.  The  g i r l  returned- short l y  c a r r y i n g  
three  sui ts  on one arm,  and one sui t  on the o t he r .  She  
gave  the t hree  to Ad e l e  and handed me t he  other  s ay i ng ,  
"my dear,  I thought  that  thi s  sui t  woul d be jus t  p e r f e c t  
for you wi th your c o l o r i n g . "

The gi r l  l e f t  and Ad e l e  be g a n  t r y i ng  on the sui t s  she  
had brought  i n .  "Ma r i o n , "  She sa i d,  "why don' t  you try 
on YOUR sui t ,  wh i l e  you are w a i t i n g  for m-fc. You did say 
you would l i k e  to see  y o u r s e l f  proper l y  dres sed,  d i dn ' t  
you? Come on now,  g e t  s tarted?"

I unbut t oned the s h i r t ma ke r  dress and s t e ppe d  out  of  
i t  and hung i t  on the r ac k .  I s l i p p e d  i n t o  the skirt  and 
z i pped  the back z i ppe r  and then put on the j a c k e t .  The  
j a c k e t  f i t  just  p e r f e c t l y  but the skirt  was a bi t  l o o s e  
s i nc e  my hips  did not  c o nf o r m to the usual  f e m i n i n e  
me a s u r e m e n t s .  The c o l o r i n g  of the sui t  ma de  me l ook  g o o d .
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Whi l e  I was a d mi r i n g  m y s e l f  in the mirror,  the sales

g i r l  re turned and Ad e l e  handed her the burnt toas t  sui t  
she had c h o s e n  and the g i r l  turned to me and i nqui r e d ,  
"how do you  l i k e  the sui t  you ha v e  on,  i t  r e a l l y  makes  
you g l ow?"

Not  r e a l l y  wa n t i n g  to was t e  any more  mo n e y ,  I re 
p l i e d  s p e a k i n g  as s o f t l y  as I c o u l d  and y e t  loud enough  
to be he ar d ,  "the j a c k e t  is p e r f e c t  and I l o v e  the s t y l e ,  
but  the  skirt  is much too  l o o s e " .

"If  th i s  is a l l  that  is wrong,  we h a v e  no p r o b l e m .  I 
w i l l  c a l l  the  s e a ms t r e s s  and h a v e  her  f i t  the  skirt  to you.  
You can  d e c i d e  whe t h e r  you t ake  i t  a f t er  you see  i t  pinne 
up.  "

Soon she r e a p p e a r e d  wi th the s e ams t r e s s  who pi nned  
the  skirt ,  t a p e r i n g  i t  to the  kne e s  and l e t t i n g  the hem  
down and m a k i n g  the  skirt  to the proper  l e n g t h .  Ade l e  
broke  in,  "she w i l l  t ake  i t ,  but on l y  i f  you can have  it  
a l t e r e d  b e f o r e  the s tore  c l o s e s . "

N o r m a l l y  a l t e r a t i o n s  woul d t ake  s e v e r a l  days  but  
af t e r  Ad e l e  t o l d  her  of  the f i re  t he y  pr o mi s e d  to ha v e  it  
ready  for me b e f o r e  the store c l o s e d .

Whi l e  w a i t i n g ,  I a c c o m p a n i e d  A d e l e  i nt o  the l ingeri i  
d e p a r t m e n t  wh i c h  was on the s ame  f l oor  and sat  i d l y  by 
in the  f i t t i n g  room w h i l e  A d e l e  t r i ed on bras,  g i r d l e s ,  
gar t er  b e l t s ,  s l i ps  and g owns .  I wa t c h e d  her wi th i n 
t e r e s t  as she f a c e d  the  mirror and posed in var i ous  ways ,  
r e g a r d i n g  h e r s e l f  c r i t i c a l l y  be f or e  ma k i n g  a d e c i s i o n .
She asked me to w a i t  w h i l e  she took the i t e m s  she wantet  
to buy out  to the  c o u n t e r  and p o s s i b l y  to s e l e c t  more  
t h i ngs  for h e r s e l f .  I was c o n t e n t  s i n c e  we a r i n g  h i gh  heel  
for such a l o n g  t i m e  was not  s o m e t h i n g  I wax used to.

She re t urned and handed me a m a t c h i n g  se t  of  bra,  
p a n t i e s ,  s l i p ,  " t i me  we bought  you s o m e t h i n g ,  Marion,  j 
try t h e s e  on",  she ordered,  "they w i l l  go n i c e l y  wi th  
your  s u i t .

Th e y  f i t t e d  p e r f e c t l y  and I not ed  that  my s i z e  was  
3 6 B, p a n t i e s  s i z e  5,  s l i p m e d i u m .  A d e l e  handed  me a 
hi gh  wa i s t e d  g i rd l e  whi ch  was r e a l l y  a wa i s t  c i n c h  on the 
top and had me try i t  on.  It a c c e n t u a t e d  the  f e m i n i n e
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l i n e s  t hat  my new c l o t h e s  d e m a n d e d  and ma d e  the  c l o t h e s  
f i t  much b e t t e r .  Whi l e  I was g e t t i n g  dres s ed ,  A d e l e  made  
s e v e r a l  other  p ur c ha s e s  i n c l u d i n g  the  i t e m s  I had just  
t r i ed on and l o a d e d  wi t h  p a c k a g e s  we re t urned to the  
sui t  d e p a r t m e n t  and p i c k e d  up my sui t  w h i c h  was now 
r e a dy .  Before  l e a v i n g  the  s t ore ,  we s t oppe d  at the  shoe  
d e p a r t m e n t  and j e w e l r y  c o u n t e r  and we bo u g h t  i t e m s  
here  for BOTH of  us.  It t ook s e v e r a l  tr ips  to br i ng  a l l  
our pur c has e s  from the car i n t o  the a p a r t m e n t  and I e n 
j o y e d  m y s e l f  o p e n i n g  the p a c k a g e s  and p u t t i n g  the  var i ous  
i t e m s  in drawers  and c l o s e t s .

Ad e l e  p l a c e d  two f u l l  l e n g t h  n i g h t g o w n s  and two  
f i t t e d  h o u s e c o a t s  on the  bed,  s u g g e s t i n g  t hat  we r e m o v e  
our ma k e u p ,  ge t  i n t o  t he m and ge t  s o me  res t .

I s e l e c t e d  a p a l e  g r e e n  b o d i c e  f i t t e d  gown and a 
wh i t e  pr i nt  h o u s e c o a t .  I had no c h o i c e  in s e l e c t i o n  of  
the  mu l e s  s i n c e  on l y  one was in my s i z e .

Af ter  I had put  on t h e s e  i t e m s  of  a p p a r e l ,  A d e l e  
e x c l a i m e d ,  ’’ Mari on,  y o u  l o o k  just  d e l i c i o u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
the b u s t l i n e  jus t  is not  r i ght  and s p o i l s  the  e n t i r e  e f f e c t .  
We w i l l  c o r r e c t  t ha t  r i ght  n o w ! ”

She t hen brought  out  two p l a s t i c  bags  and i n s e r t e d  
a pink tube in the  s m a l l  end of  one  of  t he m and b e g a n  
i n f l a t i n g  i t  and did the s ame  to the  o t h e r .  As t h e y  
f i l l e d ,  I c o u l d  see  t hat  t he y  we r e  what  w o m e n  s o m e t i m e  
refer  to as " f a l s i e s ” and were  a very  r e a l i s t i c  f a c s i m i l e  
of  the  r ea l  t h i n g .  She o p e n e d  the  f i t t e d  h o u s e c o a t  I was  
w e a r i n g  and p l a c e d  the  f a l s i e s  i n t o  the  bust  p o r t i o n  of  
my g own.

"You can use t h e s e  in your bra,  a l s o ,  i n s t e a d  of  the  
b a l l o n s . ,  Thos e  were  f i n e  for H a l l o w e e n ,  but  were  not  
i n t e n d e d  for l o ng  us e .  Now go t ake  a l o o k  at  y o u r s e l f  in 
the  mi rror",  she s a i d .

I was e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  wi t h  what  I saw and wi t h  
the  a d d i t i o n  of  a turban around my he ad  i t  woul d  h a v e  
b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  for a n y o n e  to r e c o g n i z e  me as Ed.

A d e l e  s u dde n l y  turned to me wi t h  a q u e s t i o n i n g  l o o k
and sa i d,  "Ed........... I me a n  Mar i on,  be h o n e s t  wi t h  m e .
T e l l  me how you  e n j o y e d  thi s  e v e n i n g  s h o p p i n g  wi t h  me?"

(Continued in Transvestia # 35)
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Standing BA R B A R A  LAURA B E T T Y  SYLVIA
1 3 -S -3  3 5 - S - 2  2 2 - G - 2  F E - B - 3

JUDY FR A N
4 9 - E - l  4 9 - C - l

S itt in g  LY N N E JEAN A N N  MARGE MARY ANN  
4 9 - F - I  1 3 -V - l  1 3 -H - l  3 5 - J - 2

CATHY MARIE  
3 8 - N - l  14-K -2

S a m e  G ir ls  in  A ftern oon  S e s s io n  
You p ick  th em  out fr o m  ab o v e .

M IDW EST SE M IN A R -B E T A , TH ETA AND D E L T A  
C H A P T E R S -F P E
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Dr.  X

I am a p h y s i c i a n  in pr i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  I am not  a 
t r a n s v e s t i t e  and have  never  d i s c us s e d  the pr o b l e m wi th  
anyone  who was .  However  in r e c e n t  years  I have  b e e n  
c o n s u l t e d  by the wi v e s  of  two t r a n s v e s t i t e s  for a d v i s e  as 
to how to c ope  wi th the  pr ob l e m and d i mi n i s h  i t ’s t hreat  
to thei r  ma r r i a g e .  S i n c e  I knew a l mo s t  no t h i ng  of the  
s ubj e c t  I c o n s u l t e d  the m e d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  and got  some  
l i m i t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  However  I o b t a i n e d  the mos t  p r a c t 
i c a l  i n f o r ma t i o n  by r e a d i n g  TRANSVESTIA,  h a v i n g  c o m e  
across  i t  by c h a n c e  through a r e f e r e n c e  to the p u b l i c a t i o n  
in a m e d i c a l  ne ws pa pe r .  De s p i t e  the f a c t  that  my k n o w
l e d g e  of t r a ns v e s t i s m is a l mo s t  e n t i r e l y  "Book Kn o wl e d g e "  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  good m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  requi res  a vast  u nde r 
s t andi ng  and e x p e r i e n c e  wi th the worki ngs  of  the human  
mind,  so that  I b e l i e v e  that  I am q u a l i f i e d  to pres ent  
c e r t a i n  obs e r v a t i o ns  and o p i n i o n s .  The s e  are based in 
great  part on the f ac t s  pr e s e nt e d  in the cas e  h i s t o r i e s  
and upon the hopes  and dreams  of the TV as e x pr e s s e d  
in the f i c t i o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  t he r e f o r e  is wr i t t e n  as o b
j e c t i v e l y  as I know how for wh a t e v e r  i n t e r e s t  and v a l u e  
i t  may be to the reader .

The t hi ng  that  i mpr e s s e s  me mos t  is the m a g n i t u d e  of  
the e m o t i o n a l  force  that  dr i ves  the TV to f o l l o w  a course  
that  can l ead to great  personal  h u m i l i a t i o n  and loss  for 
h i m s e l f  and f a m i l y  and for whi ch he a l s o  pays a c o n s i d e r 
abl e  pr i ce  in g u i l t  f e e l i n g s .  To o v e r c o m e  this  the TV is 
g r e a t l y  des i rous  of a c c e p t a n c e  by his  wi f e  or g i r l f r i e n d  
and by s o c i e t y  as a w h o l e .  Such a c c e p t a n c e  is o b v i o u s l y  
d i f f i c u l t  to o b t a i n .  S o c i e t y  as a who l e  is geared  to r e j e c t  
any s u g g e s t i o n  of f e m i n i n i t y  in a man .  But s t udy i ng  t rans 
ve s t i s m has made  me aware of the r e d i c u l o u s  e x t r e m e s
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to whi ch  s ome  p e o p l e  can carry the d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t we e n  
what  is m a s c u l i n e  and what  is s t r i c t l y  f e m i n i n e .  However,  I 
e v e n  the i n d i v i d u a l  wi f e  who r e a l l y  wants  to understand  
has a d i f f i c u l t  t i me  b e c a u s e  she is t h i n k i n g  in f e m a l e  
t erms  w h i l e  the TV is a m a l e  t ry i ng  to i d e n t i f y  wi th  
f e m i n i n i t y .  As a ma l e  he shares a s h o r t c o mi n g  c o mmo n  
to a l l  men,  n a m e l y  that  he r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  understand  
w o m e n .  ( The r e  are a few exc e pt i ons ) . .  He is t ry i ng  to 
i d e n t i f y  wi th hi s  man' s  c o n c e p t  of  woman and is t h e r e 
fore t ry i ng  to i d e n t i f y  wi th a woman who r e a l l y  does n' t  
e x i s t .  The t hi ngs  whi ch  he c r ave s  most  in hi s  f e m i n i n i t y  
are not  that  i mp o r t a n t  to hi s  wi f e  so that  as a woman she 
c a n n o t  c o mp r e h e n d  how they cou l d  be so d e s i r e a b l e  as to 
j u s t i f y  the d i s r upt i ng  i n f l u e n c e  t hey  have  on thei r  l i v e s .  
The a v e r a g e  woman l i k e s  n i c e  c l o t h e s  and wants  to appear  
a t t r a c t i v e ,  but to the good wi f e  her rol e  as a wi f e  and as 
a mot he r  are much more  i mp o r t a n t .  Yet  nowhere  in a l l  
the  f i c t i o n  whi ch portrays  the TV b e i n g  abl e  to assume  
the f e m i n i n e  rol e  in a p p e a r a n c e ,  in d o m e s t i c  chores  or 
bus i nes s  o c c u p a t i o n  or e v e n  as the pas s i ve  partner  in the  
s e x u a l  ro l e ,  nowhere  is t here  any e x p r e s s i o n  of a des i re  
to as s ume  a m a t e r n a l  r o l e .  The  woman l i ke s  n i c e  c l o t h e s  j 
for the a p p e a r a n c e  they  c r e a t e ,  but she ge t s  no thr i l l  or 
p a r t i c u l a r  t a c t i l e  p l e a s u r e ,  (and I have  i nqui red of f e m i -  I 
ni ne ,  f a s h i o n a b l e  w o me n ) ,  out  of  put t i ng  on or we ar i ng  
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  There  is much wr i t t en  in TRANSVESTIA 
about  the t hr i l l  of  we a r i ng  f r i l l y  l i n g e r i e  or nyl on s t ock-  \ 
i n g s .  But such e c s t a s y  is unknown to the woman and i t  
is t h e r e f o r e  hard for her to a c c e p t  the i d e a  that  such 
p l e a s u r e s  e x i s t  for her husband to such a d e g r e e  that  they 
must  t hr e a t e n  her r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th the man she wants  to 
l o v e  and r e s p e c t  and whi ch e v e n  may endange r  the e m o t 
i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  of  her c h i l d r e n .  She c a n ' t  understand why 
the g i r d l e  and hi gh h e e l s  that  she c a n ' t  wai t  to take  off  
are such a source  of  c o m p u l s i v e  des i re  to her husband.
In her sex r e l a t i o n s  where  the s p i r i t ua l  p l e as ur e  pl ays  a 
gr e a t e r  part  in her p l e a s u r e  than i t  does  in the man' s  
pl e a s u r e  i t  may  be d i f f i c u l t  for her to f e e l  that  she is 
s u b m i t t i n g  to her a g g r e s s i v e  l ove r  when she has a me n t a l  
pi c t u r e  of  h i m in f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g ,  e m u l a t i n g  a f e m i 
n i ne  f i gure  and ma n n e r i s ms .  His a c t i v i t i e s  i n t e r f e r e  with 
her c o n c e p t  of hi s  ma n l i n e s s  and his f e m i n i n e  s ide does  
not  c o i n c i d e  wi th her sense  of  o rder l i nes s  and puts most  
of  i t ' s  e mp h a s i s  on onl y  one a s p e c t  of  f e m i n i n i t y .  I sus- ! 
p e c t  t hat  were  i t  po s s i b l e  for a man to be t rans f ormed



i nt o  a b e a u t i f u l  f e m a l e ,  to l i v e  a l i f e  as a woman l e ads  
i t  that  many TV's  would be t e m p t e d .  Howe ve r ,  I 'm sure 
that  most  of  them woul d be very d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  and would  
l ong  to be men a g a i n .  S o c i e t y  and nature  put many  res 
t r i c t i o ns  on wo me n  that  men woul d f ind i t  d i f f i c u l t  to 
adjust  t o .  When you say you honor wo me n  by w a n t i n g  to 
be l i ke  them you must  r e me mb e r  that  you are s e l e c t i n g  
those  as pec t s  of  f e m i n i n i t y  whi ch a p p e a l  to you and 
di s c ar d i ng  the res t .  A woman c a n n o t  do this  and may h a v e  
d i f f i c u l t y  a c c e p t i n g  or unde r s t a nd i ng  the c o n c e p t  of  the  
woman that  you are t ry i ng  to por t ray .

Much has been  wr i t t en  s p e c u l a t i n g  as to why a man  
b e c o m e s  a t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Al l  I can do is s p e c u l a t e  t o o .  It 
s eems  l o g i c a l  that  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f ac t ors  are the mos t  
i mp o r t a n t .  And s i n c e  the p e r s o n a l i t y  is to a maj or  e x t e n t  
f ormed in the f i rst  few years  of  l i f e  i t  is most  l i k e l y  that  
the parent s ,  or those  adul t s  who ac t  as parent s  for the  
c h i l d ,  are the pr i me  i n f l u e n c e  in thi s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I 
b e l i e v e  that  the c h i l d  e v o l v e s  the i d e a  that  b e i n g  a g i r l  
is a be t t er  d e a l ,  or at l e a s t  in hi s  pa r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  he 
would be be t t er  off  as a g i r l .  How many in t he i r  c a s e  
hi s t o r i e s  s t a t e  that  the i r  f at her  was the d o m i n e n t  f i gure  
in thei r  hous e ho l d  and that  the mot her  p l a y e d  the f e m i n i n e  
pas s i ve  r o l e .  But a p p e a r a n c e s  can be d e c e i v i n g  and i t  is 
d i f f i c u l t  for an adul t  to l ook back  to his  p r e - s c h o o l  days  
and e v a l u a t e  hi s  t hought s  or the e m o t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  of  his  
house  at the t i m e .  A s e e m i n g l y  p a s s i v e  mot her  may  s t i l l  
s u b t l e l y  d o mi n a t e  her m a s c u l i n e  husband g e t t i n g  her own 
way,  pushi ng  hi m beyond his c a p a c i t i e s ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  h i m  
in front  others ,  ma k i n g  hi m s po i l  her and w i t h h o l d i n g  her  
p h y s i c a l  l o v e .  She may  at the same  t i me  ' s e d u c e '  her  
y oung  son towards f e m i n i n i t y  by o v e r p r o t e c t i o n ,  b e i n g  
o v e r d e ma n d i n g  of hi s  l o v e  and a c t i n g  as the martyr  in any  
f a m i l y  d i s p u t e .  She may use i l l n e s s  to g e t  s y mpa t hy  and 
get  things  done for her .  The e m o t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  of  the  
house  may be such then that  the f at her  s e e ms  to do a l l  
the work and the mot her  g e n t l y ,  f e m i n i n e l y  pul l s  the 
strings and ge t s  the mos t  a t t e n t i o n ,  b e n e f i t  and c r e d i t .
It may be this way,  or to the y o u n g  boy,  onl y  s e e m thi s  
way.  In any e v e n t  he i d e n t i f i e s  wi th hi s  mot her  and t h e r e 
fore wi th the f e m i n i n e .  As a c h i l d  he is i n f l u e n c e d  by 
these  e v e n t s .  As a c o m p l e t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  person he is 
a c u t e l y  aware of  the e m o t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  of  the h o u s e .  He 
c a n ' t  a n a l y z e  i t  or hi s  r e a c t i o n s  to i t  and as an adul t  he
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can no l o n g e r  r e c a l l  the d e t a i l s .  So he is i n f l u e n c e d  but 
he d o e s n ' t  know how.

The a b o v e  are t hought s  that  o c c ur r e d  to me as I 
read t hrough the pa g e s  of  T RANS VEST I A . The y  are not 
p r e s e n t e d  as f ac t s  but  as i d e a s  that  s e e m l o g i c a l  to me, 
Th e i r  v a l u e  and the i r  v a l i d i t y  is for the i n d i v i d u a l  readi 
to d e c i d e .  I do not  v i e w the p l i g h t  of  the  TV wi t hout  
c o m p a s s i o n .  I sense  the u r g e n c y  and the  m a g n i t u d e  of 
the e m o t i o n a l  f o r c e  whi c h  dr i ves  h i m .  But I thi nk this 
f o r c e  is so s t rong as to tend to ma ke  h i m s e l f i s h .  In 
s e e k i n g  a c c e p t a n c e  from his  w i f e  he may  f o r g e t  that  her 
p s y c h e ,  her s o c i a l  pressures  and her p r e j u d i c e s  may com 
p e l l  her to r e j e c t  hi s  t r a n s v e s t i s m wi th a fury e q u a l  to j 
hi s  need  to pursue i t .  He may  be requi red to h a v e  as 
muc h u n d e r s t a n d i n g  as he hope s  to r e c e i v e .

NOTE: The physician who wrote this article is a reg-|
ular subscriber to TRANSVE3TIA. He is not a TV but 
he has had occasion to counsel several TVs and their ! 
wives, thus he became interested in our point of view 
and literature. His contribution of this article is 
appreciated but as he did not wish to become involved 
professionally he asked that his name not be used«
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TV MERCHANDISE
Don't forget  the three  i te m s  C h eva lier  has availab le  
to help you in the p e rson if ica t ion  of your f e m m e s e l f .
1. The bra and je l ly  kit for r e a l i s t ic  f a l s i e s .  Bra

with r e m o v e a b le ,  inflatable  in ser ts  and m akings  
of sp e c ia l  j e l ly  to f i l l  them with plus com p lete  
d ir e c t io n s ....................................... KIT..................... $10. 00 !

2. Phantom  Phanny to help round out the d e r r ie r e
for m ore  natural contours. One s iz e  m ed ium ,  
one co lor  pink, one p r i c e .....................................$ 5 . 0 0

3. P r e t ty  P a n t ie s .  . . cute little  nylon b r ie fs  with a
s l i t  front like a fly. Lace tr im m ed  and with r ib 
bons, fem in in e  yet com fortab le  and conven ien t too.
L arge  or m ed ium , co lo rs  - b lack, w hite . . $4. 00 

CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS, Box 36091, Los A n geles
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Sheila Takes
Inventory

S h e i l a  ( 3 0 - B - 2 )  FPE

The story r e a l l y  s tarts  be f o r e  I was born,  b e c a u s e  
my f a m i l y  had be e n  c a l l i n g  me "El i z a b e t h "  for q u i t e  a 
w h i l e .  Not  that  t hey  were  t e r r i b l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  when  
I arr i ved a son a p p a r e n t l y  100% m a l e .  The  dat e  was  
the s ame  day World War One s t a r t e d .  If  you want  to be  
n o s e y , l o o k  i t  up! As a c l i n i c a l  s i d e l i g h t ,  I d i d n ' t  s tart  
b r e a t h i n g  for q u i t e  a wh i l e ;  the doc t or ,  h a v i n g  e x h a u s t e d  
a l l  c o n v e n t i o n a l  me t ho ds ,  g a v e  me  a hypo o f  h o u s e h o l d  
a m m o n i a  and that  did it,. ( I ’ve b e e n  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  doc t ors  
e v e r  s i n c e ) .  He b l a m e d  the S o mn o f o r m ( t w i l i g h t  s l e e p )  
a n e s t h e t i c  he had g i v e n  my mo t h e r .

The r e  were no p l a y f u l  s i s t ers  to l a u n c h  me i n t o  TV,  
My onl y  h a l f - s i s t e r  is 15 years  o l de r  than I and about  
h a l f  my w e i g h t ,  so a l l  I l e a r n e d  from her was t hat  t e e n 
age  gi r l s  ha v e  a l l  the a d v a n t a g e s  ove r  p r e - s c h o o l  boys!  
Nor were  there  any o t her  TV i n f l u e n c e s  in t hat  l i t t l e  
S o u t h - w e s t e r n  town!  TV was s t r i c t l y  my own i d e a .  The  
f i rs t  m e m o r i e s  of  dre s s i ng  up are v a g ue  - p r obab l y  d e l i 
b e r a t e l y  f o r g o t t e n  out  of  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s .  Just  old c l o t h e s  
in the a t t i c  - I c o u l d  f i t  i n t o  my mo t h e r ' s  dr e s s e s .

My f a t he r  d i ed  in 1928,  'the n e x t  y e a r  I got  the  
mumps ,  whi c h  s t opped  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  my l e f t  t e s t 
i c l e .  Thi s  pr obabl y  se t  what  had on l y  b e e n  wayward  
i m p l u s e s  be f o r e  i n t o  rea l  mo t i o n ;  from that  day. As a 
gir l  I am d e f i n i t e l y  l e f t - h a n d e d .  About  thi s  t i m e  my  
"brother" name d  me Ann - a pun,  and sort  of  a me a n  
one ,  as that  is the s e c o nd  h a l f  o f  hi s  n a m e .  Tr u l y ,  I ' v e  
l i v e d  the part  of  a s e c o n d  c l a s s  c i t i z e n ,  a p e r m a n e n t  
mi n o r i t y  e v e r  since.  I suppose  we a l l  h a v e .

Our o u t s i d e  l i f e  we nt  on s m o o t h l y  e n o u g h  - da t e s ,  
da nc e s ,  e t c . ,  dur i ng hi gh s c h o o l ;  very i n t e r e s t e d  in gi r l s ,
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u s u a l l y  one at a t i m e ,  but on the whol e  an o v e r l y  qui e t  
person,  too i n c l i n e d  to wi thdraw i nto a p r i v a t e  c h e m i c a l  
l a b o r a t o r y .  My b r o t h e r ’s mind was set  by then on Chemi  
c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  and he has never  e v e n  want ed  to c hange  
i t .  I, on the other  hand,  had no pl ans  at a l l ;  e x c e p t  to 
dress  up w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  a l ways  in borrowed thi ngs  
and not  very o f t e n  at that .  And so on to c o l l e g e

The f i rs t  year ,  I made  a s i g n i f i c a n t  purchase  a 
l i p s t i c k ,  whi c h  we carr i ed  at a l l  t i m e s .  Be i ng now a 
wo ma n of  proper t y ,  I s e l e c t e d  my own name and b e c a me  
S h e i l a .  18 years  l a t er ,  when I f i rst  had o c c a s i o n  to write 
i t  down,  I r e a l i z e d  I d i dn' t  know how to s pe l l  i t !  A few 
more p o s s e s s i o ns ,  and I be g a n  to d e v e l o p  a p e r s o n a l i t y  of 
sorts - not  a very n i c e  one,  but d e f i n i t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from 
that  of  my s er i ous  brot her .  Any bright  young  e n g i n e e r  
woul d avo i d  dr i v i n g  a car a l l  over  Pas adena ,  as I did one 
e v e n i n g  in 1933,  we a r i n g  f u l l  m a k e - u p ,  j e w e l r y ,  o l e a n d 
ers in the hai r ,  and not  much e l s e !  (Los A n g e l e s ,  perhap 
but not  P a s a d e n a ) . I r e a l l y  scared hi m that  n i ght .  Whicj 
was pr obab l y  what  I want ed most  to do.  Whi l e  at that  
t i m e  I ’d ne ve r  heard of  a s e c ondar y  p e r s o n a l i t y  of  oppo
s i t e  gender ,  i t  was i mp o r t a n t  to me to i mpress  him with  
my s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  ( I 'd read J e k y l l  and Hyde,  but 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p  to that  pair  onl y  dawned on me recent ly)

C o l l e g e  ended  in g r aduat i on ,  wi t ho ut  honors  but witl  
out  d i s g r a c e ,  in the m i d d l e  of  the de pr e s s i on .  No jobs  
o f f e r e d ,  so he went  East for graduat e  work.  I di sposed  
of  my p o s s e s s i o ns  - a p i t i f u l l y  s ma l l  p a c k a g e  - and went  
i n t o  r e t i r e m e n t  for qui t e  a w h i l e .  He me t  a wonderful  
gi r l  in New York; t hey were  marri ed and I was l e f t  out  
in the c o l d .  What a p r i z e  p a c k a g e  she got!  The  famous  
Herbert  P h i l b r i c k ' s  wi f e  had i t  e as y ,  wi th onl y  a Commu  
ni s t  spy,  an FBI a g e n t  and a r e s p e c t a b l e  bus i nes s  man in 
one body .  It may be of  i n t e r e s t  to s t a t e  that  he and I 
were  both v i rg i ns  at mar r i age  and that  there  has not  bee 
any i n f i d e l i t y  in 25 years ,  so she coul d  have  had i t  won

S upr i s i ng l y ,  the ne x t  four years  went  qui t e  we l l .  But 
when hi s  wi f e  got  pregnant ,  S h e i l a  c a m e  back;  wi ser ,  to 
ugher and c o n s i d e r a b l y  more d e t e r m i n e d  than before .  I 
be gan to a c c u m u l a t e  thi ngs  at o n c e .  There  was a l i t t l e  
world war on,  but my brother  was ruled e s s e n t i a l ,  so I 
mi ssed b e i ng  draf t ed .  I b e c a m e  an art i s t  at i mprovi s i ng
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c os t ume s  out of  h o t e l  f urni shi ngs ,  wi th the few c u b i c  
i nches  of  m a k e - u p  and j e w e l r y ,  my brother  cou l d  carry  
around.  I thought  I was pre t t y  hot  s tuf f !  I 'm g l ad I t ook  
no p i c t ures  then,  b e c a u s e  by my pr e s e nt  s tandards  I was  
a s l ob .

Af ter  the war t hi ngs  s tarted to go sour.  Our p e a c e f u l  
c o - e x i s t a n c e  turned to b i c k e r i n g  - and s o m e t i m e s  o u t 
right  wa r e f a r e .  F i n a l l y ,  in 1952 he scared me r i ght  out  
of  the p i c t ur e  - for a y e a r .  Then I was back a g a i n ,  more  
c a ut i o us  but s t ronger .  We did s o m e t h i n g  t hen that  I ' v e  
never  heard of anot her  pair  d o i n g .  My brother  and I 
s i gned a "p e a c e  t r e a t y "!  Part  of  i t  was a m e t i c u l o u s  l i s t  
of  our p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  whi ch  s t i l l  make s  a l o t  
of  s e n s e .  The resul t  was g r a d u a l l y  d e c r e a s i n g  s u s p i c i o n  
and growi ng  f r i e n d s h i p .  Though w e ' v e  had s o me  j u r i s 
d i c t i o n a l  d i s put e s " .  I th i nk we got  a l o n g  b e t t e r  than  
many ordinary brothers  and s i s t ers  in s p i t e  of  my f e e l i n g  
us e l e s s  and f rus t rat ed .

And so I t hought  I was g e t t i n g  to be qui t e  s o m e b o d y .  
Then two years  or so ago I ac qu i r e d  my f i rst  c opy  of  TVi a ,  
and began to wake  up from that  happy d r e a m.  I t ' s  p a i n f u l  
but h e a l t h y ,  to f ind out  how you s t ack up a g a i n s t  others  
of the s ame  kind;  I found m y s e l f  in pre t t y  sorry s h a p e .  I 
was l i v i n g  l i ke  a mouse ;  my t as t e  in c l o t h e s  was b e n e a t h  
c o n t e mp t ;  and e v e n  amo ng  our e g o c e n t r i c  kind,  I was  
o ut s t a n d i n g l y  s e l f i s h  and i m m a t u r e .  I just  about  went  out  
of my ha l f - a - mi ndv .

To save  m y s e l f ,  I f e l l  back on a t r i ck my brother  
had l earned  over the years  - I took an i n v e n t o r y .  Thi s  
me a n t  l i s t i n g  the asset s  as w e l l  as the l i abi l i t i es®,  and 
I was re - as s ur e d  to f ind that  I had a few whi c h  c o n t a c t  
with p e o p l e  l i k e  V i r g i n i a  and Susanna mi g h t  h e l p  d e v e l o p .  
S e v e r a l  odd f ac t s  s tood out!

1- I'd b e e n  over p r o t e c t e d  by my w e l l - m e a n i n g  
brother,  and f l a t t e r e d  i n t o  a f a l s e  p o s i t i o n .  I 'm 
no " Te mp e s t  S t o r m ” af t er  a l l ,  darn i t !

2-  If  I were  on my own,  I c o u l d n ' t  earn e no ug h  to 
buy l i p s t i c k ,  l e t  a l o n e  g r o c e r i e s .

3- I ' ve  been do i ng  hi s  wr i t i n g  for years ,  he ha t e s
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to wr i t e ,  but i l o v e  i t .  Thi s  e x p l a i n e d  why wr i t i ng  was  
s o m e t i m e s  so d i f f i c u l t  and other  r i mes  so e as y .

So,  there  were the fac t s ;  aH that  r e ma i n e d  was to 
t r ans l a t e  t hem i nt o  a c t i o n .  As a f i rs t  s tep I took a walk  
in the downt own d i s t r i c t ,  dressed in my very bes t .  I l e f t  
my car wi th the e n g i .  e running,  parked so tha t I coul d  
ha v e  b e e n  a m i l e  away in 60 s econds !  Probabl y  e v e r y ?  
body ’’ r e a d ” me ,  but at l e a s t  I knew I had guts enough  
for the ne x t  s t ep .  I'd b e e n  out  in the car o f t e n ,  but to 
walk a mo n g  p e o p l e  who knew me was new and f r i g h t e n i n g  
and proved s o m e t h i n g  to me .

The  next  s tep was for my brother  to l unch wi th Sus
a n n a ’s brother  and that  was n' t  f r i g h t e n i n g  at a l l !  I coul d  
not have  p i c k e d  a f i ner  person to c o n s u l t ,  and went  

h o me  w a l k i n g  on air .  With my onl y  c h i l d  s a f e l y  married  
and a thousand m i l e s  away,  the t i m e  was ripe to t e l l  my 
brot her ' s  wi f e  what  she had marr i ed 25 years  be f o r e .  So 
unds e a s y ?  It took ° f  f a l s e  starts to speak
the s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e  I had c o mp o s e d !  S o me wh e r e  I read 
thi s  "You make  your who l e  l i f e  i nt o  a l i t t l e  rol l  - and 
then you shoot  the ro l l " .  I did - and won,  I ’ve l e ar ne d  
s i n c e  that  i t  was not  on my own mer i t s ,  but b e c a u s e  of  
her l o v e  for my brother ,  that  she d e c i d e d  to be t o l e r a n t .

T o l e r a n c e ,  in thi s  c a s e ,  hardl y  c o n v e y s  the p i c t ur e  
In a few we e ks  she s tarted buy i ng  me c l o t h e s ;  in a few 
mont hs ,  ma k i n g  t h e m.  Thi s  was, I ’m afrai d,  part l y  a 
t r i but e  to what  an e y e - s o r e  I was dressed in the garment s  
I'd s e l e c t e d  on my own! At any rate,  I began to have  
s ome  s tandards ,  and l e a r ne d  much that  I'd never  guessed  
about  such arts as s i t t i n g ,  w a l k i n g  and s moki ng  ( l a d y -  
s t y l e ) .  Whi l e  my dear ,  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  has i n d i c a t e d  that  
s o m e o n e  d e v e l o p s  a s e l e c t i v e  p o i s i o n  that  onl y  k i l l s  TV 
s i s t ers ,  I ' l l  ge t  one of  the f i rst  doses ,  I think she is b e 
g i n n i n g  to have  s ome  r e s p e c t  for my w i l l i n g n e s s  to i m 
pr ove .

So t here  you ha v e  me - a re f ormed wi t c h ,  i f  I may  
be a bi t  f i g u r a t i v e .  However;  un l i ke  the unf or t unat e  
Susan of  "Be l l ,  Book and Candl e" ,  I did not  l o s e  e v e r y 
thi ng;  my s p e l l s  s t i l l  work ( i f  I use p l e n t y  of  s t ront i um  

- 9 0 )  and where  her cat  P y e w a c k e t  de s e r t e d  her,  b l ack  
ca t s  c o m e  a l l  the way across  the Hudson to see  how I get  
away wi th i t .
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Robin ( 3 3 - B - 4 )

I suppose  I woul d ha v e  made  up my 
mind sooner or l a t e r .  A c t u a l l y  the d e c i 
s ion was r e a c h e d  at a p i a n o  bar where  I 
b e c a m e  qui t e  e n v i o u s  over the b l o nde  
p i a n i s t .  She l o o k e d  so soft  and c o m f o r t a b l e  
so at e a s e .  I found m y s e l f  l o n g i n g  to be 
that  d e l i g h t f u l  g i r l .  The thought  l i n g e r e d .
I r e j e c t e d  i t .  The t hought  returned in an
other  f orm.  "Some other g i r l  t h e n ” , i t  
s e e me d  to s ay .  Rea l l y  thi s  n o t i o n  was  
qui te  p e r s i s t e n t .  "Wel l  why d o n ’t you try 
i t?" The t hought  d e m a n d e d .  It was r e a l l y  
qui t e  d o m i n a t i n g  and I found m y s e l f  more  
and more  s u b m i s s i v e .  Soon I was in e a r n e s t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th m y s e l f .  Short l y  a p l an  
was b e i n g  worked out .

OS'
Now to be p e r f e c t l y  ho n e s t  thi s  w a s n ’t 

the sudden th i ng  I ha v e  l ed you to b e l i e v e  
wi t h  my o p e n i n g  r e mar ks .  I p r e v i o u s l y  had 
e n j o y e d  f e a s t i n g  on l i n g e r i e  ads .  I was one  
to walk s l o wl y  past  w o me n ' s  shops s t ar i ng  
at a l l  the g o o d i e s .  I e n j o y e d  c o m m e n t i n g  
to m y s e l f  over the th i ngs  a p a r t i c u l a r  wo 
m a n  w a s  we a r i ng .  Frankly I was no n o v i c e  
a i k: , e s e  things.  A c c o r d i n g l y  as the  p l an  
was worked out  there  was at l e a s t  s ome  sub
s t a n c e  to i t .  Furt hermore  I was s i n g l e  and 
had an i n d e p e n d e n t  i n c o m e ,  thus e l i m i n a t i n g  
some c o m p l i c a t i o n s .

The  next  day I saunt ered  i n t o  a w o m a n ’s
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appar e l  shop wi th the f rame  of  mi nd that  t here  was no
t h i ng  unusual  about  a man p u r c h a s i n g  f e m i n i n e  things  
no ma t t e r  how i n t i m a t e .  I had r e j e c t e d  any thought  of 
i n v e n t i n g  a l i t t l e  story to f i t  the s i t u a t i o n .  I s i mpl y  
a n n o u n c e d  to the  sa l e s  l ady that  I want e d  to purchase  
a s l i p .  She asked for the s i z e  to whi c h  I c o n f e s s e d  un
c e r t a i n t y ,  s i n c e  I had no i d e a  as to what  s i z e s  sl ips  
c o m e  i n .  The n  she asked me  i f  the s i z e  she wore would 
be about  r i g h t .  "No,  more  my s i z e  woul d do i t . "  And 
I said thi s  wi th the c o o l e s t  sort of  n o n c h a l a n c e .

"Oh,  then that  w i l l  be s i z e  36".  With that  she 
s l i p p e d  be hi nd  a c o unt e r  and produced  s e v e r a l  de l i c i ous  
s l ips  whi c h  she d e l i c a t e l y  d i s p l a y e d  on the c ount e r  one 
by o n e .  "The l a c e  on thi s  one is so l o v e l y . "  She spoke 
h a p p i l y .  "It is very p o pul a r .  " And as she carressed  
the s l i p I had the mos t  ma d d e n i n g  des i re  to don this  
l o v e l y  bi t  of  l i n g e r i e  then and t here  and c o n c e r n  mysel f  
wi t h  e x p l a n a t i o n s  at s ome  other t i me .  Howe ve r ,  I man
aged a, "yes  i t  is l o v e l y  I s ha l l  t ake  i t .  " She refolded  
the f i l m y  g a r me n t  t e n d e r l y ,  and w h i l e  so do i ng  asked  
whe t he r  t here  woul d be a n y t h i n g  e l s e .

With c o mp o s u r e  I r e p l i e d ,  "yes ,  there  i s , ,  I would  
l i k e  to see  your p a n t i e s .  "It amus ed  me to thi nk of an
other  c o n n o t a t i o n  to this  r e p l y .  Now I was a c t i n g  with 
c o n f i d e n c e  and r e a l l y  e n j o y i n g  the e x p e r i e n c e .  Thi s  
was i n d e e d  a d e l i g h t f u l  d i v i d e n d  that  I hadn' t  i nc l ude d  
i n  my p l a n s .

Pr o mpt l y  she wi t hdr e w the r e que s t e d  a r t i c l e s  from 
a s h e l f  s a y i n g  o f f  h a n d e d l y  that  a s i z e  six woul d do.  
Ag a i n  I was c o n f r o n t e d  wi th a d e l i c a t e  array and allowed 
m y s e l f  to r e ac h  for one wi th p a r t i c u l a r  a p p e a l .  She ap
proved wi th a b e a u t i f u l  s m i l e ,  and I set  i t  as i de  and 
s e l e c t e d  a n o t h e r .  "The s e  w i l l  do just  f i n e . "

By thi s  t i m e  we had e s t a b l i s h e d  a m a g n i f i c e n t  rap
port ,  so that  i t  s e e m e d  qu i t e  nat ura l  for her to ask i f  I 
cared to l ook  at bras .  I did and a g a i n  we went  through 
the pr e v i o us  pr oc e d u r e  as she ann o u n c e d  this  should be 
about  the  s i z e  I thi nk you w i l l  want .  She s ugge s t e d  that 
I mi g h t  c o n s i d e r  f a l s i e s  a f t e j  we had d e c i d e d  on the bras 
I did wi th d e l i b e r a t i o n  and c oncurred wi th the a r t i c l e s  
she r e c o m m e n d e d .

Thuumtia
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Soon we had a garter  b e l t  and s t o c k i n g s .
U ‘

It took l onger  to s e l e c t  a dress ,  a sampl e  b l a c k  dress  
which she c o m m e n t e d  was ba s i c  to a g i r l ' s  wardrobe .  She 
i ns i s t ed  that  I bring i t  back shoul d I be ,dissa t i s f i e d , or 
the f i t  not  p e r f e c t .  By then t here  was c o m p l e t e  c o o p e r 
at ion b e t w e e n  the two of us and a s i l e n t  put k no wi ng  
unders t andi ng .  Thi s  shoppi ng  trip had turned i n t o  a 
me mo r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and t here  was n' t  a n y t h i n g  to 
fear at a l l .  Furthermore  there  was n' t  a t h i ng  about  i t  
that  was ag a i ns t  the l a w .  I e n j o y e d  my p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
approach to the s i t u a t i o n  and was d e t e r m i n e d  to m a i n 
tai n this  p h i l o s o p h y  for the t hi ngs  that  l ay  a h e a d .

Thi s  p h i l o s o p h y  did an e x c e l l e n t ’j ob in pu r c h a s i n g  a 
pair of  b l ack  pumps .  I s i mp l y  d i r e c t e d  the c l e r k  to f ind  
me a pair  that  would f i t  m e .  A d m i t t e d l y  I was m o r e  at  
e a s e  than the poor c l e r k  who was more  used to other  
t h i ngs .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  the me t ho d  'worked f i ne  and I 
turned up wi th a n i c e  f i t t i n g  s i z e  8.

*
Before  a c q u i r i n g  a wi g ,  ; I took the  t r o ub l e  of  l o 

c a t i n g  a c a t a l o g ,  c a l c u l a t i n g  the' m e a s u r e m e n t s  de s i r e d ,  
then e n t e r i n g  a shop that  s p e c i a l i z e d  in wi g s .  Aga i n  I 
s i mpl y  a nnounc e d  that  I - want ed  to^buy a wo ma n ' s  wi g .  
Whereupon,  be f ore  there  coul d  be any rep l y ,  I produced  
the d e s i r e d  me a s u r e me n t s , . '  No t h i ng  s e e m e d  out  of  order  
and I l o o ke d  upon m y ; l i t t l e  s t r a t e g e m wi th a t r i u mp h a l  
grin.  It was s i mp l y  a mat t e r  of  hair  s t y l i n g  from t h e r e .  
This  was a mat t e r  the wi g  e x p e r t  and I d i s c us s e d  at  
l e n g t h .  Co l o r i ng  m a t c h e d  my c o m p l e x i o n ,  that  is bru
ne t t e  wi th just  a hi nt  of  gr e y .  (I had no i nt ent i ons '  of  
b e i ng  a g l amqur  g i r l ) .  We d e c i d e d  on the s t y l i n g  af t er  
some de ba t e  and the next  day I p i c k e d  up my mos t  c a r e 
f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i t e m . '  Early in my p l a n n i n g  I had d e 
c i de d  that, the wi g  rnore than a n y t h i n g  e l s e  must  l o o k  
nót  onl y  a u t h e n t i c  but ' part  of me .

y' V ' '
Af ter  a l l  that  ha d̂ gone  b e f o r e ,  o b t a i n i n g  c o s m e t i c s  

and c o s t u me  j e w e l r y  was onl y  a t r i f l i n g  ma t t e r .

The  i m a g e  s mi l e d  back at me from the mi rror .  We 
were both p l e a s e d  and we c o n t i n u e d  to s m i l e ,  c o n g r a t u 
l a t i n g  our s e l ve s  on a job w e l l  d o n e .  No t h i n g  was done  
in e x c e s s .  We had a c h i e v e d  our g o a l  of  n a t u r a l n e s s .

T immétiai
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We were  t err i b l y  p l e a s e d .

I m i n c e d  over  to my dresser ,  p i c ke d  up my purse, 
t hen g r a c e f u l l y ,  wi t ho ut  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  returned to the 
mirror  for a f i n a l  s m i l e .  Then  wi th a l i t t l e  skip from 
s o m e w h e r e  deep  wi t h i n ,  the woman c o n f i d e n t l y  l ef t  her 
r e f u g e .

She wa l k e d  the s e v e n  b l oc ks  to the shop where she 
had ma d e  her f i rst  pu r c h a s e .  pfow much fun i t  was to 
hear  the l i t t l e  h e e l s  c l i c k i n g  and. n o t i c e  the skirt  swayi 
e v e r  so s l i g h t l y .  The world s e e m e d  so rich and so full, 
She l o v e d  a l l  the p e o p l e  she passed e v e n  though they  
pai d l i t t l e  or no a t t e n t i o n  to her .  Wel l  that  is the way 
i t  was p l a n n e d .  Too bad i t  was l a t e  so she c oul d  not ! 
tarry a l o n g  the way,  but the shop would be c l o s i n g  sooi

When she e n t e r e d  the shop her f a v o r i t e  s a l e s  lady 
was w a i t i n g  on anot her  woman,  so she eas e d  over to a 
dress rack and be gan  s or t i ng  through the s i z e  s i x t e e ns j  
My but i t  was hard to d e c i d e .  "This  red one is cute  
but i t  is so br i g h t .  Perhaps  thi s  y e l l o w  one wi th the fu 
ski r t .  No.  The n  thi s  green dress,  e v e n  though the nec 
is a l i t t l e  l o w . "

She he l d  the g r e e n  dress to h e r s e l f  in front  of a 
m i r r o r .

" I s n ’t i t  dar l i ng?"  The  *'oice c a m e  from the sales 
l ady  who was not  d i s e n t a n g l e d  from her c u s t o me r  who 
was d e p a r t i n g .  "Why d o n ’t you try i t  on?"

And so the  gr e e n  dress d i s a p p e a i e d  i nt o  the dressini 
room and soon reappeare,d on the new woman.

Th e y  both a g r e e d  i t  l o o k e d  l o v e l y  and once  aga i n  j 
that  s a t i s f y i n g  rapport  b e t w e e n  the two was in operation

Af ter  the  new dress  was wrapped the sa l es  l ady re- | 
marked that  the s i m p l e  b l a c k  dress they had prev i ous l y  
s e l e c t e d  was just  the th i ng  and pr e s e nt e d  a most  at trac
t i v e  a p p e a r a n c e .

"Yes  I adore i t  the woman sa i d.  For that  mat ter  
e v e r y  t h i n g  was p e r f e c t ,  J. am very happy that  I selecti
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your store  and h a v e  e v e r y  i n t e n t i o n  of  b e i n g  a regul ar  
c u s t o m e r . "

The  s a l e s  l ady  e x u d e d  r a d i a n c e ,  and the  two t a l k e d  
h a p p i l y  as t hey  s e l e c t e d  more  l i n g e r i e .

"Your hair  is l o v e l y "  the  s a l e s  l ady  c o m m e n t e d .

MOh, thank y o u ,  that  is n i c e  of  y o u .  By the way,  
you w i l l  be c l o s i n g  soon?"

"In about  f i v e  m i n u t e s . ”

’'Perhaps  you woul d  l i k e  to h a v e  d i nner  wi th me ,
I know a c u t e  l i t t l e  re s t aur ant  near b y . ”

And so the two d i ned t o g e t h e r  and s pent  a r e m a r k 
abl e  e v e n i n g .  It was such a good i n v e s t m e n t  for the new 
woman too,  s i n c e  through the s a l e s  l a dy  as t i m e  pas s ed,  
more  f e m i n i n e  c o m p a n i o n s  were  added to f i l l  out  her  
new wor l d .  The  s a l e s  l ady  r e ma i n e d  her f o n d e s t  f r i e n d .
It was a very h a p p i n g  and mos t  r e wa r d i ng  wor l d .

Even at the p i a n o  bar where  the d e c i s i o n  was f i rst  
ma d e ,  f e e l i n g s  were  d i f f e r e n t  and t hought s  more  s e r e n e .  
The b l o nde  p i a n i s t  l o o k e d  as l o v e l y  as e v e r  but  t here  was  
no envy now.  Af ter  a l l  t hey  were  shar i ng  the s a me  thi ngs

............—  FO R S A L E .......................

N e e d  a w ig  and a b a r g a in  at the s a m e  t im e ?  H e r e  it 
i s .  A w a r m  b row n  c o lo r  w ith  s l ig h t  r e d d is h  c a s t .  
B rand  n ew , a l l  hum an  h a ir ,  a lr e a d y  d r e s s e d .  T h is  
p ie c e  h as  n e v e r  b e e n  w o r n ,  noth ing w r o n g  w ith  i t ,  
but c o lo r  not r igh t for  the v e r y  fa ir  sk in n ed  o w n er .  
W orth o v e r  $100, a s  it  i s  a v e n t i la te d ,  hand t ie d  p i e c e ,  
but o f fe r e d  at the p r ic e  of a w e f te d ,  m a c h in e  m a d e  
w ig  so  ow n er  m a y  obtain  m o n e y  q u ick ly  to p u r c h a s e  
a w ig  of m o r e  b e f if t in g  c o lo r .  T ake it  for  $75 . 00.
Send m o n e y  o r d e r  w ith  o r d e r .  If not s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e 
turn  w ith in  10 days  in  s a m e  c on d it ion  for  a refund .  
P l e a s e  p la c e  th is  o r d e r  th rou gh  - C O N T A C T , 4924  
WEST PICO B L V D . LOS A N G E L E S 19, C A L IFO R N IA .
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** TRUE 
STORY

Dorothy -  Canada

The e a r l i e s t  t r a n s v e s t i c  e p i s o d e  that  I r e me mb e r  
occurred when I was about  f o u r t e e n ,  and h a p p e n e d  to be  
a l o n e  in the house  one day.  The r e  was a p i l e  of  fresh  
l aundry a w a i t i n g  i r on i ng ,  and on top of  i t ,  a pai r  of  
pink b l o o me r s  b e l o n g i n g  to my mo t he r .  I c o u l d  not  re
s i st  p i c k i n g  t hem up and f o n d l i n g  t hem,  and was s e i z e d  
with a t e m p t a t i o n  to try t he m on.  Ta k i n g  t hem to my  
room I s l i ppe d  out  of  my other  c l o t h e s  and p u l l e d  t hem  
on.  The f e e l  of. the sof t  s i l k  a g a i n s t  my bare body was  
d e l i g h t f u l ,  and I soon d i s c o v e r e d  that  i t  was s e x u a l l y  
s t i m u l a t i n g  as w e l l .  Thi s  f i rst  e x p e r i e n c e  was but  a 
br i e f  i n t e r l u d e ,  and I q u i c k l y  returned them to the l a u n 
dry p i l e ,  but  i t  s tarted a des i re  that  has ne ve r  be e n  
c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r c o m e .

On l a t e r  o c c a s i o n s  when I was a l o n e  I t r i ed on other  
f e m i n i n e  i t e m s  from my m o t h e r ’ s wardrobe  At that  age  
we were about  the sam6 h e i g h t  and mos t  th i ngs  f i t t e d  me  
w e l l  enough for the e f f e c t  to be g a i n e d .  I w e l l  r e me mb e r  
the real  t hr i l l  I had when I was a b l e  to e x p e r i e n c e  the  
t i ght  e m b r a c e  o f  a c o r s e l e t t e  and the c l i n g i n g  s i l k i n e s s  
of  my own s i lk s t o c k i ng s ,  whi ch  I had t aken the p r e c a u t 
i on to purchase  in c a s e  I put  runs in any borrowed ones .  
With hi gh h e e l e d  shoes ,  and s ome  pa d d i n g  in the bra 
cups,  I preened  in front  of  the mirror,  and b e g a n  to f e e l  
the se c r e t  d e l i g h t  of  f e m i n i n e  form.  I was b e c o m i n g  
bol der  now and t a k i ng  t h i ngs  from her drawer when she  
was out  to try on.  Perhaps  she gues s ed  my i n t e r e s t ,  for 
one day when we were h a v i n g  a s ma l l  party and p l a y i n g
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ma s q u e r a d e s ,  she s u g g e s t e d  I dress  in s o me  of  her c l o t h e s  
w h i l e  she wore m i n e .  She soon had m^ in s t o c k i n g s ,  
shoe.*, a hat  and dress and s o me w h a t  e mbar r as s e d  me by 
p o i n t i n g  out  to the  others  what  a c h a r mi n g  gi r l  I would  
ma k e .  I was too shy to say mu c h .  To thi s  day I do not  
know whet her  she was t ry i ng  to i n d i c a t e  a ppr ova l  of  my 
act s  or whe t he r  she was t ry i ng  to s hame  me out  of  t h e m.

Upon l e a v i n g  hi gh s c h o o l ,  I e n r o l l e d  in a c o l l e g e  
and mo v e d  to the c i t y  in whi ch the u n i v e r s i t y  was l o c a 
t ed,  a r r a n g e me n t s  h a v i n g  been made  for me to s tay at 
the  h o me  of  a young  marr i ed  c ous i n  who l i v e d  t here .  I 
was a rather  shy yout h ,  and wi th the h e a v y  l oad  of  study  
whi ch  the course  e n t a i l e d ,  had l i t t l e  t i me  for r e c r e a t i o n  
or f e m i n i n e  c o m p a n y ,  a l t ho ug h  I did a t t end the o c c a s i o n 
al  dances  and s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  Perhaps  thi s  h e l p e d  to 
di v e r t  my nat ura l  urges  towards  f a n t a s i e s  and feiminine.  
f r i p p e r i e s .  The r e  was no l a c k  of  the l a t t e r  in my c o u 
sins wardrobe ,  and as she and her husband o f t e n  went  
away at w e e k e n d s ,  l e a v i n g  me wi th the house  to my s e l f ,  
t here  was a mp l e  oppo r t un i t y  for me to i n v e s t i g a t e  at my 
l e i s u r e .

I was not  s l ow to take  a d v a n t a g e  of  this  and i t  was  
now t hat  I b e c a m e  a f u l l y  f l e d g e d  t r a n s v e s t i t e  and dressed  
as c o m p l e t e l y  as p o s s i b l e  as a w o ma n .  By s t udy i ng  the  
l a b e l s  on my c o u s i n ' s  c l o t h e s  and t ry i ng  t hem on,  I was  
abl e  to d e t e r m i n e  the s i z e s  whi ch  woul d f i t  me .  My 
b i g g e s t  t roubl e  was wi th bras ,  as hers were  too s ma l l  to 
f i t  my c h e s t .  ( She  was a 3 4 - B) ,  and I f i n a l l y  p l uc ke d  up 
c o u r a g e  to buy a. 3 8-B in a s m a l l  out  of  the way s t ore ,  
a l o n g  wi th s ome  other  l i n g e r i e .  Al t hough I found I cou l d  
s q u e e z e  i nt o  her shoes  t he s e  were al so  not  qu i t e  the right  
s i z e ,  so I purchas ed  a pair  of  h i gh  h e e l e d  pumps in a 
s i z e  and wi dth l arger ,  and t ucked t hese  away a l ong  wi th  
the  other a r t i c l e s  in a l o c k e d  c a s e  in my room.  I had 
al so  o b t a i n e d  a snug f i t t i n g  rubber pant y  b r i e f  whi ch I 
a l wa y s  wore when I was dres s i ng  up.

Many an e x c i t i n g  a f t e r no o n  was spent  dressed in pan-  
t i e s ,  g a r t e r b e l t ,  hose  and h e e l s ,  in front  of  the mirror  
e x p e r i m e n t i n g  wi th m a k e - u p ,  and I sooh b e c a m e  r e a s o n
abl y  adept  in i t ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I had al so o b t a i n e d  a 
c h e a p  wi g ,  and thi s  wi th rubber f a l s i e s  under the bra,  
c o m p l e t e d  the p i c t ur e  o f  f e m i n i n i t y  that  I was tryi ng to
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A c h i e v e .  I was a l so  a b l e  to p r a c t i c e  w a l k i n g  wi t h  steps  
dai nt i er  than my normal  ones  in the hi gh h e e l s  and was  
soon at h o me  in t h e m ,  and l o v i n g  the l i f t  t he y  s e e m e d  
to g i v e .

Now that  I had a c o m p l e t e  wardrobe ,  I t ook  to v e n 
turing forth on short  wa l ks ,  a l wa y s  at n i g h t ,  k e e p i n g  to 
the shady s i de  of  the s t r e e t  and away from s t r e e t  l i g h t s .
I found qui t e  a t h r i l l  in the tap of  my h i gh  h e e l s  on the  
s i d e wa l k  and the  rus t l e  of  s i l ks  and t a f f e t a  a g a i n s t  my  
l e g s .  There  was a l s o  the e l e m e n t  of  danger  i f  I s houl d  
be d i s c o v e r e d  whi c h  added e x t r a  s p i c e  to the e x c u r s i o n ,  
and on more  than one o c c a s i o n  I r i sked d i s c o v e r y  by  
v i s i t i n g  the corner  drug s tore  to ma ke  a s m a l l  pur c has e  of  
c i g a r e t t s  or l i p s t i c k ,  and got  away w i t h o u t  c o m m e n t ,  
whi ch  c o n v i n c e d  me that  I c o u l d  pass as a g i r l  i f  I did 
not  have  to t a l k  too m u c h .  My t r a n s v e s t i s m r e a c h e d  a 
peak at thi s  t i m e ,  and I de a r l y  wi s he d  that  I c o u l d  m i n g l e  
with rea l  gi r l s  and be a c c e p t e d  as one o f  t hem for I e n 
j o y e d  thi s  s e c r e t  f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y  that  I was l e t t i n g  
c o m e  to the s u r f a c e .  I had no des i re  to s e e k  out  men  
when dressed in f e m i n i n e  c o s t u m e  and no l a t e n t  h o m o 
s e x u a l i t y  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  at any t i m e .

Af ter c o m p l e t i n g  c o l l e g e ,  and b e c o m i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  
in a p o s i t i o n ,  I f i n a l l y  b e c a m e  e n g a g e d  and ma r r i e d .  I 
underwent  a c o m p l e t e  purge  be f or e  ma r r i a g e ,  g e t t i n g  rid 
of  a l l  my f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s .  I did not  dare t e l l  my w i f e  
of  my s e c r e t  i n t e r e s t s ,  and f i r m l y  r e s o l v e d  to f o r g e t  

t h e s e  t as t e s  so that  for years  I l ed a p e r f e c t l y  n o r ma l  
marr i ed l i f e .  I th i nk in the e a r l y  days  of  ma r r i a g e  I was  
abl e  to s u b l i m a t e  my y e a r n i n g s  by buy i ng  f e m i n i n e  f r i p 
per i e s  and l i n g e r i e  for my w i f e ,  and e n j o y e d  s e e i n g  her  
we a r i n g  t h e m .  The  urge ne ve r  e n t i r e l y  f e f t  me t hough  
and I woul d o c c a s i o n a l l y  wonder  how I woul d  l o o k  in 
some of  her t h i n g s .

Gradual l y  I s l i p p e d  back i n t o  the  h a b i t  of  t ry i ng  on 
l i n g e r i e  and s t o c k i n g s  when she was out  of  the ho us e ,  and 
then s t a e t e d  a c q u i r i n g  my own f e m i n i n e  a ppa r e l  a g a i n ,  
so that  now af t er  more  than ten years  of  ma r r i a g e  I am 
a f u l l y  f l e d g e d  " F e m m e ” a g a i n ,  and I must  a d m i t  s t i l l  
s avour i ng  the d e l i g h t s  o f  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g .

When one r e a c h e s  the f o r t i e s  af t er  s ome  years  of

49



Ttouuw tia

ma r r i e d  l i f e ,  the  m a r r i a g e  bed o f t e n  grows c o l d  for 
ot h e r  i n t e r e s t s  of  h o m e  and f a m i l y  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  for 
t he  w i f e .  It  i s  at  thi s  dange r ous  age  t hat  many  men e n 
g a g e  in e x t r a - m a r i t a l  a f f a i r s  and o t her  wo me n  b e c o m e  
a t t r a c t i v e .  I found m y s e l f ,  i n s t e a d ,  e n d e a v o u r i n g  to 
c r e a t e  a s e c r e t  f e m m e - p e r s o n a l i t y  that  I c o u l d  moul d  to 
my own d e s i r e s ,  for thi s  g i r l  woul d  grow out  of  me .  Lik
i n g  what  I l i k e d ,  and so ’’ Dorot hy  Roberta" was born.

My r e a d i n g  dur i ng  her  d e v e l o p m e n t  sent  me d e l v 
i n g  i n t o  l i t e r a t u r e  on the pr o b l e m and s o l u t i o n s  of  s e x 
ua l  a n o m a l i e s ,  for I was b e g i n n i n g  to f e e l  that  I was a 
bi t  o f  an o d d - b a l l .  Not  u n t i l  then did I c o m e  to r e a l i z e  
t hat  t r a n s v e s t i s m  is a form of  b e h a v i o u r  not  at a l l  un
c o m m o n  a mo n g  me n ,  and that  i t  is a h a r ml e s s  d i v e r s i o n .  
Th i s  was  at l e a s t  r eas s ur i ng ,  and I found that  t here  were  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  wh i c h  d e a l t  wi th the  s u b j e c t  at 
s o me  l e n g t h ,  and in whi c h  ot hers  d e s c r i b e d  the i r  e x p e r i 
e n c e s .  Great  was my d e l i g h t  when I f i n a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  
TRANSVESTIA,  the  wi s e  c o u n s e l  of  V i r g i n i a ,  and the  
f a s c i n a t i n g  a r t i c l e s  of  the  many c o n t r i b u t o r s .  I now f e e l  
that  I b e l o n g  to a group that  is d i f f e r e n t ,  but not  at al l  
a b n o r m a l .  Wh i l e  I have  no i n t e r e s t  
in c nange  ot sex as a p e r ma n e n t  c o n d 
i t i o n ,  I e n j o y  s h e d d i n g  the mant l e  of  
ma nho o d  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  and l e t t i n g  the  
other ha l f  of  my p e r s o n a l i t y  ha v e  free  
e x p r e s s i o n .  Thi s  g i v e s  a f e e l i n g  of  
both s t i m u l a t i o n  and r e l a x a t i o n ,  and i f  
t here  is one other  t h i ng  that  woul d  add 
to i t ,  i t  woul d  be the o ppo r t un i t y  to 
me e  f  o c c a s i o n a l l y  wi t h other  FPs and 

to dress  and make  up wi th t h e m,  and 
be a c c e p t e d  as one of  t h e m .  Perhaps  
t hrough the m e d i u m  of TRANSVESTIA  
I c a n  do jus t  t h i s .

Dorot hy  Roberta
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The Honest Cop
_______________________________________________T e c l a  ( 3 8 - M- 2)

Through the t e e m i n g  Sat urday a f t e r n o o n  crowds  at  
a l arge  s hoppi ng  c e n t e r ,  as i r a t e  wo ma n  e l b o w s  her way  
toward the p o l i c e m a n  s t a n d i n g  duty near the ma i n  e n 
t r a n c e .  "Of f i cer !  O f f i c e r !  You must  stop t hat  ma n ! "  
she shr i eks .  He l ooks  in the  d i r e c t i o n  s h e  f r a n t i c a l l y  
poi nt s  but s ee s  onl y  a rather  l a r g e  wo ma n  e a s i n g  h e r 
s e l f  be h i nd  the w h e e l  of  her a u t o m o b i l e .

In repl y  to the p o l i c e m a n ' s  p u z z l e d  l o o k ,  the l a d y ,  
now qu i t e  b e s i d e  h e r s e l f  wi t h  i n d i g n a t i o n  c r i e s :  " t ha t ' s
h i m!  That ' s  the  man!  He l i v e s  ne x t  door to me !  I 
s u s p e c t e d  h i m of  b e i n g  one of  t hose  ' o d d b a l l s '  for a l o n g  
t i m e  and when I heard hi s  car pu l l  out  thi s  mo r n i n g ,  I 
d e c i d e d  to f o l l o w  h i m and be sure .  Now you l e t  h i m ge t  
a w a y ! "

"But he d i d n ' t  s e e m  to be b o t h e r i n g  a n y o n e ,  m a ' m ,  " 
s mi l e d  the man in b l u e .  The  wo ma n  had h i m by the  
l a p e l s  now.  Her f a c e  was f l u s h e d .  She s c r e a m e d :  "Bot h
e r i n g  a nyone  INDEED? He' s  a m e n a c e  to the w h o l e  n e i g h 
borhood par ad i ng  around t hat  way!  I ' v e  s e e n  h i m at  
ni ght s  on hi s  p a t i o  when he t h o u g h t  no ojie was l o o k i n g ,  
s i t t i n g  around out  t here  in a dress  and ny l o ns  and h i g h -  
h e e l e d  s h o e s -----and g o o dne s s  knows what  he  had on unde r 
ne a t h ,  the way hi s  f i g ur e  was t w i s t e d !  I want  you to 
c o m e  r i ght  now and arrest  h i m ! "

"On what  grounds",  asked the o f f i c e r  g e n t l y .

"On the grounds  that  he was w e a r i n g  the  c l o t h e s  of  
the o p p o s i t e  sex and that  he has done  so in the pas t  and 
w i l l  pr obabl y  c o n t i n u e  to do so in the future  u n l e s s  we  
DECENT c i t i z e n s  can  do s o m e t h i n g  about  i t ,  " she c o n 
t i nued in her h i gh  p i t c h e d  v o i c e .

"Alright ,  m a ' m ,  " he sa i d,  "but f i rs t ,  w e ' l l  h a v e  to 
stop at the s t a t i o n  hous e  and book y o u .  "

S i n c e  qu i t e  a crowd had c o l l e c t e d  by thi s  t i m e ,  the  
wo ma n ' s  f a c e  redde ne d  to the p o i n t  where  s o me  f e a r e d
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s er i ous  p h y s i c a l  d i sas t er  as she gasped:  ” On what
char ge ?"

The p o l i c e m a n  paused for a l o ng  m o m e n t  as he 
g l a n c e d  down at her,  t ak i ng  s tock of her t i ght  s l acks  
s t r e t c h e d  t aut  over  a t o o -  g enerous  b ut t o c k ,  the " s t y l 
i s h l y -  d i r t y " l o a f e r s ,  her b u l g i n g  "T" shirt  and short  
c r o ppe d  unkept  ha i r .  The  cur i ous  on l ooke r s  understood  
hi s  broad grin as he said;  "On the same c h a r g e .  "

"Alltheotherguys
campusaregoingoutforfoot-

1Allexcept
maternity. Wef re swingers!it

"Why Is It that you»re the only girl In the office with whom he likes to have man-to-man talks?"’'
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Wonderland

Hel en Ro b e r t s

I arr i ved in the suburban s hoppi ng  c e n t e r  jus t  South  
of  P r o v i d e n c e  just  b e f o r e  noon on Monday m o r n i n g .  I 
e a s e d  my wagon i n t o  a parki ng  s pac e  and s t e p p e d  out .
In the c e n t e r  of the P l a z a  where  I s tood I was surrounded  
by s e v e n  or e i g h t  of  the f i n e s t  l a d i e s ’ a p p a r e l  shops in 
Rhode I s l a nd .

The names  e m b l a z o n e d  on the F a c a d e s  were those  
l o ng  e s t a b l i s h e d  hous e s  ma de  prosperous  by s e r v i n g  the  
f a s h i on  c o n s c i o u s  wo me n  of the s t a t e  for many y e a r s .

One sa l on had p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  me and I s t rode  
across  the square to wi ndow shop.  The rain was c o m i n g  
down e v e r  so l i g h t l y  l e a v i n g  a j e w e l e d  mi s t  on my b l a c k  
t ur t l e  neck s w e a t e r .  I c a u g h t  my own r e f l e c t i o n  in the  
store wi ndow as I a p p r o a c h e d  the shop.  Six foot ,  b l o n d e  
crew cut ,  180 l bs .  Bl ack navy s we a t e r ,  dark pants  and 
b l a c k  shoes ,  Every i nc h  the s a i l o r .

I was c a p t i v a t e d  by the l i n g e r i e  c o n f e c t i o n s  in the  
wi n d o w.  Here was no d i s p l a y  of  t r i c o t  and l a c e .  Th e s e  
were a wo nde r f u l  array of  c o l o r f u l  candy  s t r i pped  and 
prints  in a t housand d i f f e r e n t  d e s i g n s .  I h a v e  never  in 
my l i f e  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t .  How d e l i c i o u s l y  i m p r a c t i 
c a l .

I was r ude l y  a w a k e n e d  from my e c s t a c y  by l a u g h t e r
from across  the s t r e e t .  Six c o n s t r u c t i o n  men were  e a t i n g  
l unch  on the curb.  I had l e t  my guard down and the
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world had s e e n  in my e y e s  the open a d m i r a t i o n  for these 
l o v e l y  t h i n g s .

My c o u r a g e  l e f t  me and I f l e d .  The i r  c oar s e  c o m 
me n t s  r i n g i n g  in my ears .

My hear t  was p o u n d i n g  and I was a wreck,  so I ducked 
i n t o  a c o c k t a i l  l o u n g e  to try and c o m p o s e  m y s e l f .

I had saved for so l ong  for this  s ho ppi ng  trip and 
now i t  was r u i n e d .  My nerve  was gone ,  or was i t?  I 
ordered a s t i f f  shot  of  Dutch c o u r a g e  and t os sed i t  down,

I l e f t  the d i m l y  l i t  l o u n g e  and wa l k e d  down the street 
a g a i n  wi ndow s ho ppi ng  as I w e n t .

P l u c k i n g  up such c o u r a g e  as I had l e f t ,  I pushed  
open the door of  the l a r g e s t  l a d i e s  shop in town and 
s t e ppe d  i n s i d e .  I was a s s a i l e d  by many s e n s a t i o n s .  The 
sof t  rugs u n d e r f o o t .  The s m e l l  of  c o s m e t i c s .  The shape | 
and form of f e m i n i n i t y  on e v e r y  s i d e .

Looki ng  around I saw the l i n g e r i e  d e p a r t me n t  and I I 
s t ar t ed  toward i t  when i t  occurred  to me ,  "my God,  whai 
s h a l l  I say, and how s h a l l  I say i t ? M Before  I cou l d  re- j 
c o v e r  my w h i r l i n g  thought s  i n t o  s ome  s e m b l a n c e  of  order 
the v o i c e  of  a mat ure  s a l e s l a d y  broke in,  "may I be of 
ass i s t ance ,  S i r ? ” And,  as i f  I were  a d e t a c h e d  observer,]
I heard the mos t  f e m i n i n e  v o i c e  i s sue  forth from my own 
body s a y i n g ,  "yes ,  you m a y .  I ’d l i k e  to s e l e c t  some  
l i n g e r i e " .  ' S o m e t h i n g ’ in wh i t e  antron wi th a generous  I 
l a c e  t r i m".

"Is i t  a s l i p you are i n t e r e s t e d  in?" I heard her say.

"Yes",  I r e p l i e d ,  "but I woul d a l s o  want  is as parti  
of  a c o m p l e t e  e n s e m b l e " .

Th e r e ,  I had said i t!  Another  m o m e n t  and I would 
h a v e  l os t  my nerve  a g a i n .  I s t e e l e d  m y s e l f  for the word 
of  r e j e c t i o n ,  the c o m m a n d  of d i s m i s s a l  that  was sure to 
c o m e  as a re s ul t  of  my b o l d n e s s .  To my b l i s s f u l  re l i e f  
c a m e  the words "r ight  thi s  way, Si r".

We we nt  to the l i n g e r i e  c o u n t e r  wi th a l l  i t  s l i t t l e »
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bins and boxe s  c r a m m e d  wi th a l l  manne r  of th i ngs  d e 
s i gned to make  my hear t  f l u t t e r .

I spent  the ne x t  20 mi n u t e s  in He a v e n  on Earth mat  
c h i ng  s l i ps  and p a n t i e s  u n t i l  we f i n a l y  got  a p e r f e c t  
mat c h  that  I l i k e d .

The s a l e s l a d y  and I had b e c o m e  q u i t e  f r i e n d l y  by 
this  t i me  and my fear and ne r v o us ne s s  had d i s a p p e a r e d .
I me n t i o n e d  that  we hadn' t  s e l e c t e d  a m a t c h i n g  bra as 
y e t .  She had to go to anot he r  c o u n t e r  for t ha t .  So I 
wa i t e d  i m p a t i e n t l y  for her re turn.

In the m e a n t i m e ,  a woman in her t h i r t i e s  c a m e  over  
to the c ou n t e r  and s tood there  w a i t i n g  for s e r v i c e .  She  
l o o k e d  at me e x p e c t a n t l y .  I answered her unasked  
que s t i o n  in a sof t  v o i c e  when I said,  "I'm w a i t i n g  for a 
s a l e s l a d y  t o o ” . She gave  me that  odd l ook as much as 
to say,  "you a r e ? ”

When the s a l e s c l e r k  returned c a r r y i n g  t hree  bras,  
the woman spoke up q u i c k l y  t e l l i n g  her that  she want ed  
a s l ip and that  she was in a hurry.  Looki ng  at me a g a i n  
as much as to say,  "I'm a woman and thi s  is my t err i t ory  
ycu don' t  b e l o n g  h e r e . "

The s a l e s c l e r k  r e p l i e d ,  " c e r t a i n l y ,  Madam",  as soon  
as I f i n i sh  wi th this  "lady" I ' l l  be wi th y o u .  R e a l i z i n g  
her s l ip she a p o l o g i z e d  p r o f u s e l y .  I q u i c k l y  put  her at 
e a s e .

Then she spread the three  bras out for my i n s p e c t i o n .  
Ch o o s i n g  a l a c e  t r i mme d , ]  ny l on  m o d e l  wi th l a c e  t r i mme d  
straps,  I he l d i t  up to the l i g h t  and said to the wo ma n ,  
"this one is c h a r mi n g ,  i s n ' t  i t?" The  woman d i d n ' t  repl y  
she just  g l ared  at m e ,  and I d i d n ' t  quake  or s hake  or 
a n y t h i n g .  I just  l aughe d  at her .

The c l e r k  added up my b i l l .  Glory!  $ 2 0 . 8 9  for 
p a n t i e s ,  s l i p ,  and a bra.  But I d i d n ' t  c ar e ,  t hey  were  
j ust what  I want ed  .

Ob v i o u s l y  e n j o y i n g  the w o m a n ’s i m p a t i e n c e ,  the  
c l e r k  asked s w e e t l y  i f  I woul d l i k e  t hem g i f t  wrapped?  
"No",  I r e p l i e d  s o f t l y ,  "you have  b e e n  so very n i c e  that
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I w o n ’ t t roubl e  you" .  She p l a c e d  them in a bag af ter  I 
had pai d her and said q u i e t l y ,  "so i t ' s  l i k e  that  is i t?
I sm* ted we a k l y ,  c l u t c h i n g  my pr i zed  posse s s i ons  and 
s a i c ,  "yes ,  do you mi nd?" Her e y e s  t wi nk l e d  and she 
re p l i e d ,  "no,  not  at j l l ' \ ,  and in a whi sper ,  "1 d o n ’t 
Dl ame you,  I wear t hem t o o . "

A R E  Y O U  A  F R E E  L O A D E R ?

M a y b e  y o u  h a d n ' t  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  t h a t  w a y .  A r e  y o u  
o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o ,  w h e n  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r i n g  T V i a  c o u l d n ' t  
w a i t  f o r  e a c h  i s s u e  a n d  w a s  s o  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  s u c h  a  
p u b l i c a t i o n  e x i s t e d  a n d  " h o w  I  w i s h  T V i a  h a d  b e e n  
a r o u n d  5-10  o r  25 y e a r s  a g o " ?  P r o b a b l y  y o u  a r e  b e 
c a u s e  m o s t  a l l  r e a d e r s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h o s e  s e n t i 
m e n t s .  S e c o n d l y ,  w e r e  y o u  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
w a n t e d  * o  b a d l y  t o  m e e t  o t h e r s  b y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
a n d  e v e n  m o r e  i n  p e r s o n ?  A n d  d i d  y o u  q u a l i f y  f o r  
C o n t a c t  o r  j o i n  F P E  a n d  g e t  y o u r  d e s i r e  f o r  s u c h  c o n 
t a c t s  ?  Y o u  D i d ?  F i n e .  B u t  f i n a l l y ,  a r e  y o u  n o w  o n e  
o f  t h o s e  w h o ,  h a v i n g  a c h i e v e d  h e r  h o p e s  a n d  d e s i r e s  
f i n d s  t h e  m a g a z i n e  n o  l o n g e r  a s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  b e f o r e  
a n d  w h o  h a s  e i t h e r  s t o p p e d  s u b s c r i b i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  o r  
p e r h a p s  i s  s h a r i n g  i t ' s  p u r c h a s e  w i t h  a n o t h e r ?  M a n y  
o f  y o u  a r e  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  a n d  i f  y o u  a r e  p l e a s e  t h i n k

I n  m o s t  c a s e s  n o n e  o f  t h e  c o n t a c t s  a n d  f r i e n d s  
y o u  h a v e  m a d e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  
e x i s t a n c e  o f  C h e v a l i e r ,  T V i a ,  a n d  l i t t l e  o l d  V i r g i n i a  
b e a t i n g  h e r  b r a i n s  o u t  d e v i s i n g  w a y s  o f  f i n d i n g  p e o p l e ,  
i n t r o d u c i n g  p e o p l e  a n d  p u t t i n g  F P E  t o g e t h e r  f o r  e v e r y 
o n e ' s  m u t u a l  p l e a s u r e  a n d  h e l p .  T V i a  w a s n ' t  s t a r t e d  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  a  p r o f i t  t h x m g h  s o m e  h a s  
c o m e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  a s  a  s e r v i c e  i d e a  
a n d  i t  s t i l l  i s .  B u t  i t  h a s  i t ' s  o w n  f i n a n c i a l  l e g s  t o  
s t a n d  o n  a n d  w h e n  m a n y  o f  y o u  c e a s e  t o  s u p p o r t  i t  
o r  s h a r e  t h a t  s u p p o r t  w i t h  o t h e r s  i t  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a 
s i n g l y  h a r d  t o  d o  a l l  t h a t  h a s  t o  b e  d o n e .  A t  t h e  p r e 
s e n t  t i m e  C h e v a l i e r ' s  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  j u s t  b a r e l y  p a y  
a  s e c r e t a r y ' s  s a l a r y ,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  t h e  p r i n t e r  a n d

TtofumUa
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m i s c e l l a n e o u s  c o s t s .  T h e y  d o  n o t  b e g i n  t o  p a y  m e  f o r  
m y  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t .  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  b e  f r a n k  a n d  h o n e s t  
e n o u g h  w i t h  m y  r e a d e r s  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  
w o r k e d  h a r d  e n o u g h  a n d  l o n g  e n o u g h  a n d  d o n e  e n o u g h  

f o r  a l l  o f  y o u  t o  m e r i t  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p 
p o r t  s o  t h a t  I  c a n  g o  o u t  a n d  f i n d  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
s i s t e r s  a s  y e t  u n d i s c o v e r e d .  I  c a n ’t  d o  i t  e n t i r e l y  

' o n  l o v e .  M a n y  o f  y o u  a r e  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  F P E  o r  i n  
y o u r  o w n  l i t t l e  g r o u p s  o f  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  m e t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s .  Y e t  y o u  d o  
n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  g a v e  y o u  t h i s  
f r e e d o m .  I s  t h i s  f a i r ?  I s n ' t  i t  a  k i n d  o f  f r e e  l o a d i n g ?
I  d o n ’ t  l i k e  t o  s o u n d  l i k e  I  w a s  c a d g i n g  d r i n k s  b u t  I  
f a c e  s o m e  r e a l  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s .  T h e  g r o s s  s a l e s  
o f  C h e v a l i e r  d r o p p e d  $7000  b e t w e e n  1961 a n d  1964 .
T h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  c a n ’ t  f i n d  n e w  
r e a d e r s  a s  f a s t  a s  o l d  o n e s  d r o p  a w a y  a s  t h e y  d o  f o r  
v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  f r o m  d e a t h  t o  d i s i n t e r e s t .  M o r e o v e r  
f i n d i n g  n e w  o n e s  m e a n s  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  t h i s  i n  t u r n  
c o s t s  m o n e y ,  s o  i t ’ s a  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e .

I ’m  n o t  a s k i n g  f o r  a n y  p i t y ,  s y m p a t h y  o r  c h a r i t y  
j u s t  s u p p o r t  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I  t h i n k  
v a l u e  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  v a l u e  r e c e i v e d  d o n ’ t  y o u ?  H o w  
a b o u t  i t .  T h o s e  o f  y o u  r e a d i n g  t h i s  a r e  s t i l l  s u b s c r i b 
i n g ,  s o  t h i s  i s  a  r a t h e r  p r e m a t u r e  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  
s o m e  o f  y o u  a r e  s h a r i n g  a n d  m o s t  o f  y o u  k n o w  o t h e r s  
w h o  h a v e  d r o p p e d  b y  t h e  w a y s i d e .  H o w a b o u t  g i v i n g  
m e  a  h a n d  u p  b y  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  
w h o  h a v e  k i n d  o f  l e t  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  s l i p  a  b i t .  . . ?

M o r e o v e r ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a n y  
T V s  f r o m  " o u t s i d e "  p l e a s e  a c q u a i n t  t h e m  w i t h  T V i a  
a n d  u r g e  t h e m  t o  s u b s c r i b e .  I f  I  c a n n o t  b u i l d  t h e  s u b 
s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  b a c k  u p  t o  w a r r a n t  p r i n t i n g  a s  m a n y  
a s  I  d o  I  w i l l  h a v e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  p r e s s  r u n  w i t h  r e s u l 
t a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o s t s .  I  a m  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d o  t h i s  b u t  I  
c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  t h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  r i s i n g  i n v e n t o r y  i n v e s t m e n t .  
Y o u r  u n d e r  s t a n d i n g  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  V I R G I N I A
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I c o u l d  hear  the mu s i c  as I wa l k e d  up to the open  
door .  When I r e a c h e d  the door I c o u l d  see  i n s i d e  part  
of  the r o o m.  I c h e c k e d  the room number .  It was M.P.  
103,  ’’Thi s  is the  r ight  room",  I t h o u g h t .  So this  had 
to be the " D e v i l s - N - D a m e s "  (a square d a n c i n g  c l ub at 
ASU) h a l l o w e e n  par t y .  Through the door I c o u l d  only  
s e e  one group of  p e o p l e  square d a n c i n g .  One th i ng  b o 
t hered  me ,  I c o u l d  not  s ee  a n y o n e  in c o s t u m e .

I did not  e x p e c t  square d a n c i n g  at the h a l l o w e e n  
party but  t hen I was not  too surpr i sed .  I r e m e mb e r e d  
the  n i g ht  the  c l ub  m e mb e r s  vot ed to ha v e  the party .
It was a l s o  d e c i d e d  that  i t  shoul d be a c o s t u m e  party .  
Looki ng  i n t o  the  room a g a i n  I s t i l l  c o u l d  not  see  a n y 
one in c o s t u m e .  I t ho ug ht  ’’perhaps  I am at the wrong  
p a r t y ” . No,  t hat  c o u l d  not  be .  I c h e c k e d  the room 
number  and i t  was c o r r e c t .  Af t er  I had r e c o g n i z e d  a 
f ew p e o p l e  i n s i d e  I knew I was at the r ight  p l a c e .  S t i l l  
I did not  s ee  a n y o n e  in c o s t u m e .  I was p o s i t i v e  that  
e v e r y o n e  was to c o m e  in c o s t u m e . .

I t ho ug ht  to m y s e l f ,  ”i f  no one e l s e  is in c o s t u m e  
how can I e x p l a i n  m y s e l f  i f  I go i n t o  the party dressed  
the way I am? No one  has n o t i c e d  me,  y e t .  I cou l d  
l e a v e  and go h o m e  now i f  I wa n t e d .  But that  would be 
c h i c k e n .  Maybe  s o me  other  p e o p l e  that  I c o u l d  not  see  
from o u t s i d e  were  in c o s t u m e .  I woul d just  peak my 
head i n t o  the doorway  and t ake  a qui ck  l o o k .  If no one  
was in c o s t u m e  and no one saw me I woul d just  l e a v e .  
What i f  s ome  one saw me and no one e l s e  was in c o s t u m e 0 
We l l ,  I woul d  jus t  h a v e  to t ake  a c h a n c e  that  others  in 
the  room were  in c o s t u m e .  I d e c i d e d  to go i n.

I go t  up my c o u r a g e  and e n t e r e d  the room in as l a d y 
l i k e  a man n e r  as p o s s i b l e .  The  f i rst  th i ng  I did af t er  I 
had e n t e r e d  the room was to f ind out  i f  a nyone  e l s e  was 
in c o s t u m e .  Looki ng  to my r i ght  in a s e c t i o n  of the room 
I c o u l d  not  s ee  from the d o o r w a y .  I saw many p e o p l e
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in two squares  d a n c i n g .  Most  of  t hem were  in c o s t u m e .  
What a r e l i e f .  Now I f e l t  a l i t t l e  more  nat ura l  in my 
c o s t u m e .

I took a s eat  a l o n g  the w a l l .  No one s e e m e d  to be  
l o o k i n g  at me .  It w a s n ’t unt i l  the danc e r s  were  e n d i n g  
the d a n c e  they  were  do i n g  when I c a m e  i n t o  the  room,  
that  I t hought  about  d a n c i n g .

Af ter  t hey  e x c h a n g e d  partners ,  s o me  l e f t  w h i l e  others  
j o i n e d  the  d a n c e .  I n o t i c e d  t here  was a m a n ’s p l a c e  that  
was not  t aken  in the far s quare .  I v e nt ur e d  over  to that  
s quare .  When I was about  three  f e e t  from the g i r l  that  
would be my jpartner she said "can you be a boy in thi s  
da nc e ? "  I s t opped dead in my t racks .  That  m e a n t  that  
my c o s t u m e  was b e t t e r  than I had a n t i c i p a t e d .  So I r e 
p l i e d  in my h i g h e s t  v o i c e  "I"l l  t ry".

Perhaps  I shoul d e x p l a i n  my c o s t u m e .  I had on a 
pair  of  g i r l s  b l a c k  f l a t s  b e c a u s e  h i gh  h e e l s  woul d make  
me too t a l l .  Al so  I was we a r i n g  a very f u l l  b l a c k  c o t t o n  
skirt  and wh i t e  b l o u s e  s e p a r a t e d  by a very wi de  b l a c k  
b e l t .  On my head I wore a brown w i g .  My l i ps  were  
pa i n t e d  wi th l i p s t i c k .

By the end of  that  d a n c e  the  p e o p l e  in the square  I 
was d a n c i n g  in knew I was not  "for r e a l ” but  t hey  s t i l l  
d i d n ’t know who I was .

More fun c a m e  in the ne x t  d a n c e .  That  n i ght  t here  
was a l o t  of  c u t t i n g  in on the s quares .  One t i m e  when I 
was cut  out  of  a square I cut  r i ght  back in,  onl y  I was  
d a n c i n g  the g i r l ’s part .  It got  mos t  c o n f u s i n g  for s ome  
p e o p l e .  Just when t hey  were  used to a bi g  g i r l  d a n c i n g  
the b o y ’s part  I woul d s wi t c h  and d a n c e  the  g i r l ' s  part .  
After  s w i t c h i n g  to the g i r l ' s  part  i t  was l i k e  l e a r n i n g  
how to square d a n c e  a l l  over  a g a i n .

The  mos t  asked q u e s t i o n  was,  "who are you?" I 
made  t hem g ue s s .  So me  ne v e r  did guess  my rea l  i d e n t i t y  
Everyone  had fun that  n i g ht ,  but  e s p e c i a l l y  me ,  C h a r l e n e .
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MARDI GRAS TIME

On February 20,  1962,  my f r i end,  Jack and I l e f t  
for the Mardi  Gras.  I l i v e d  in San D i e g o  t hen .  Af ter  
t hree  days  of  s t e a d y  d r i v i n g  we arr i ved in New Orleans .  
It was r a i n i n g .  I hope d  that  i t  woul d s top.  To have  
the parade  c a l l e d  of f  b e c a u s e  of  rain woul d be d i s a p p 
o i n t i n g .  We found a p l a c e  to s tay on T u l a n e  Ave .  , a- ] 
bout  12 b l o c k s  from do wn t o wn .  On the 25 of  February  
we did s o me  s i ght  s e e i n g  of  New Orl eans .  In the French 
s e c t i o n  t here  is a p l a c e  c a l l e d  P i r a t e ’s a l l e y  and art i s t  
w i l l  pa i n t  your p i c t u r e  for you.  The  2 6 t h .  was the big  
day .  Af t er  b r e a k f a s t  I went  back to the room and c ha n
ged i n t o  my L i l a c  c h e c k e d  dress ,  but  i t  was so c o l d  that 
day that  b e f o r e  I went  downt own,  I c h a n g e d  i nt o  a ful l  
c o t t o n  skirt  and s w e a t e r .  I had to t ake  a s t ree t  car to 
the  c e n t e r  of  t own.  It was my f i rs t  r ide on a s t ree t  car 
as a g i r l .  The  r ide down town was u n e v e n t f u l .  I soon ■ 
found out  that  I c o u l d  go and do most  a n y t h i n g  as a girl. 
I had f ree  run of the t own.

One t i m e  in the mor ni ng  when I was on St.  Charles  
S t . ,  I over  heard two wo me n  t a l k i n g  just  af t er  t hey had 
s po t t e d  a boy dres sed as a g i r l ,  but  who was not  c o n v i n 
c i n g ,  ’’you wi l l  s e e  a l o t  of  that  h e r e ” . I was onl y  a- 
bout  four f e e t  from t h e m.  I d o n ’t know i f  they saw thro 
ugh me or not ,  and I d i d n ’t ask t h e m .

I wa l k e d  up and down the s t r e e t s ,  at e  in the re s t 
aurant s  and jus t  had a good t i m e .  Later on in the  
a f t e r n o o n  when I should not  h a v e  b e e n  as c o n v i n c i n g ,  I < 
f e l t  s o me  one p l a y i n g  wi th my ha i r .  I turned around 
and the woman who was p l a y i n g  wi t h i t  then asked in a 
round about  way i f  i t  was a w i g .  She was not  sure i f  I 
was a man or w o ma n .  Later on I got  her to t ake  a pic-  |  
ture of  me wi th my m o v i e  c a m e r a .

One p l a c e  I went  i n t o  for a c o k e  the woman could
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t e l l  I was not  a wo ma n  af t e r  I said s o m e t h i n g .  She to l d  
me that  I made  a n i c e  l o o k i n g  g i r l  t hough,  and that  ma de  
me f e e l  g o o d ,  An y t h i n g  I want e d  to do I c o u l d  do i t  as 
a gi r l  that  day .  In the  a f t e r n o o n  a s t rong wind c a m e  up 
It was fun to wal k  i n t o  the wind wi th yards  of  c o t t o n  skirt  
b l o w i n g  around my l e g s .

Was I the onl y  one  dressed as a g i r l ?  I s t opped c o u n t 
i ng  the boys  dressed as g i r l s  when I r e a c h e d  about  35.
How many more  were  dressed up so that  I c o u l d n ’ t t e l l  
I d o n ’t know.  Maybe  one of  you  who is r e a d i n g  thi s  ar
t i c l e  was t h e r e .  Every one was h a v i n g  a good t i m e .  The  
wh o l e  c i t y  s e e ms  to g e t  i n t o  the  a c t .  I saw w h o l e  f a m 
i l i e s  in c o s t u m e s  and g e t t i n g  i n t o  the p a r a d e .  I was  
t a l k i n g  to one  g i r l  and she t o l d me that  i t  c o s t  e a c h  p e r 
son r i d i ng  on a f l o a t  one  hundred d o l l a r s .

Af ter  e a t i n g  d i nner  do wnt o wn,  I t ook a s t r e e t  car  
back to the p l a c e  where  I was s t a y i n g .  Jack had d i s 
appe ar e d  e a r l y  in the  mo r n i n g .

The r e  was a n i ght  parade  so I c h a n g e d  i n t o  my pi nk  
dress .  I t ’s a Jo na t ha n  Logan dress  and has a f u l l  ski rt  
and l o n g  s l e e v e s .  The  onl y  t h i ng  I d i d n ’t l i k e  about  i t  
was i t  was too short .  I l i k e  to h a v e  my skirts  b e l o w the  
k n e e s .

So of f  I went  to the  n i g h t  pa r a d e .  Thi s  t i m e  I went  
down a l o n e  as Jack did not  want  to s ee  the n i g ht  p a r a d e .  
The r e  were  not  as many p e o p l e  out  at n i g h t  down t own.  
Later I found that  mos t  of  the  p e o p l e  were  in the French  
quarter ,  so I went  t he r e ,  but  a g i r l  a l o n e  does  not  b e l o n g  
in the French s e c t i o n  by h e r s e l f ,  so I d i d n ’t s tay l o n g .

Mardi  Gras is l i k e  h a v i n g  s o me  one say you can  dress  
any way you want  to and do a n y t h i n g  you want  to so l o ng  
as you do not  hurt  o t hers .  The  w h o l e  town is o pe ne d  up.

What does  i t  c o s t  to go to the  Mardi  Gras,? Ge t t i n g  
to New Orl eans  w i l l  vary for e v e r y  one ,  but  p l an  to spend  
at l e a s t  $ 2 0 .  a day for a r oom.  The  p r i c e  i s  the s a me  
a l l  over  the c i t y .  Food is good and not  e x p e n s i v e .  P u b l i c  
t r a ns po r t a t i o n  is good t o o .  I t hi nk I had more  fun at the  
Mardi  Gras than a n y wh e r e  e l s e .  Ne x t  t i m e  I go I w i l l  
stay in one of  the down town h o t e l s  as i t  wo n ' t  c o s t  any  
more
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My job is full or problems, I shall relate a few 
Of the more peculiar things I am supposed to do:
And if I could just take and quit whenever I get sore 
My brother sure would have to hire a dozen girls or more.

He used to think that I was dumb, and that was bad enough 
But now he knows that I can write, and things are REALLY tough!
He dumps a stack of numbers in my lap and lets me know 
They’ve got to be a neat report in just a day or so.

Whatever bunch of bums he joins, they make him Secretary 
And you can guess who does the work - and her name isn’t Mary!
So then they pat him on the back and say he's doing fine - 
I'd like to slap his silly face, except it’s also mine!

He just loves to experiment, but wouldn’t hurt a cur 
So when he needs a guinea-pig, it’s "OK, I’ll use HER".
When he took up photography, a model's all he needs 
So who spent hours posing in a string of dime-store beads?

By nature I'm a party-girl - a poetess - a witch 
And all this extra typing makes me scratch where I don’t itch. 
Sometimes I really do catch up and think that I am through 
And then comes mail from Chevalier; Virginia wants some too!

So when at last I get to bed, to rest our weary body 
I have to tell him stories, just like Queen Scheherazade 
Since if I don't, we’ll NEVER sleep, I try to weave a spell - 
At least he can't take off my head if they don’t turn out well.

The way his dirty friends can talk makes Fanny Hill seem mild 
And then there's broken finger nails, which simply drive me wild.
All this just simply goes to prove what you have surely known 
The poor hard-working "girl Within" has troubles of her own!

SHEILA - 30-B-2-FPE
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The Inexcusable

P a t r i c i a  ( 5 6 - W- l )

Many years  ago  I was s t a r t i ng  to " c o m e  out" in 
pu b l i c  and make  my d e b u t .  it was in an European  
country and as t hey  did a l o t  of  c y c l i n g  there  I bought  
m y s e l f  a l a d y ’s b i c y c l e  just  to be ab l e  to use i t  in 
skirts  as w e l l  as in t rousers .  Of course  I had be e n  p r e 
par i ng  m y s e l f  for us ing thi s  me a ns  of  l o c o m o t i o n ,  and 
I must  say I was qui t e  e x c i t e d  the f i rst  t i m e  I d e c i d e d  
to wear a skirt  on the b ; c y c l e  and t ake  a l i t t l e  tour,  
He e d l e s s  to r e l a t e  I took the  s i de  roads of  the town  
where  I was l i v i n g  to ge t  from one po i n t  to a n o t h e r .  In 
this  c as e  from my abode  to that  of  a f r i end whom I 
thought  I woul d v i s i t  and who knew of  my l i k i n g  for 
g i r l ’s c l o t h e s .  I got  t here  a l r i g ht  and found her at 
h o m e .  We had a very p l e a s a n t  e v e n i n g ,  and I prepared  
to c y c l e  back by pret t y  ne ar l y  the s ame  route  as I had 
t aken g o i n g .

On the way back I had b e c o m e  qu i t e  c o n f i d e n t  in 
m y s e l f  as I suppose  my f r i end had i mp a r t e d  q u i t e  a l ot  
of this  in me by her k i ndness  through her b e l i e f  and i n 
t e r e s t .

As I said " G o o d - b y e "  I t hought  the  return j our ne y  
would be qui t e  u n e v e n t f u l ,  and so i t  was to b e g i n  wi th  
but I took a c a l c u l a t e d  ri sk.  I was a l i t t l e  past  the  
h a l f  way mark h o me  when I c a m e  upon a road whi ch  
had be e n  c l o s e d  for about  a hundred yards .  It woul d  
have  saved me f i v e  or six t i m e s  that  d i s t a n c e  to c y c l e  
through i t  a l t h o u g h  i t  was c l o s e d ,  and this  had be e n  done  
to i t  that  a f t e r n o o n .
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I had b e e n  surpri sed in g o i n g  to my f r i e n d ' s  p l a c e  
t hat  thi s  road wh i c h  had b e e n  used duri ng  the a f t e r n o o n  
had barr i ers  across  i t .  So s e e i n g  no t r a f f i c  on i t  and 
an i n v i t i n g  p l a c e  to g e t  through on the s i d e w a l k ,  I e n 
t ered the  b o o m e d - o f f  z o n e .  It was past  m i d n i g h t  and 
a l l  was q u i e t  as I mo u n t e d  the b i c y c l e  a g a i n .  I kept  
my e y e s  s k i nne d  of  c o ur s e  for any s i gn of  the  l aw and 
had ha r d l y  got  on when I saw the a l l  t oo  f a m i l i a r  b l ue  
uni f or m of  a m e m b e r  of  the l o c a l  c o n s t a b u l a r y .

I d i s m o u n t e d  q u i c k l y  and pushed the c y c l e  by the  
s i de  of  me  j us t  as i f  I had be e n  d o i n g  that  a l l  a l o n g .
Had he s e e n  me  p e d a l i n g  the  c y c l e  at  mos t  t w e n t y - f i v e  
yards  w h i c h  I had r i dden  be f or e  I got  of f?  That  was the  
q u e s t i o n  u p p e r mo s t  in my mi nd as he a p p r o a c h e d .  I 
c o u l d  ha r d l y  turn around and go bac k ,  no that  was i m p o s 
s i b l e ,  so I p r o c e e d e d  as t hough he had not  s e e n  me,  and 
t r i ed  to l o o k  i n n o c e n t .  I do n ' t  know to thi s  day i f  I 
was s u c c e s s f u l  in thi s  m a t t e r ,  but  I do know t hat  he  
l o o k e d  at me  as he now was drawi ng  q u i t e  near .  Thi s  
of  cour s e  was not  surpr i s i ng  as the s t r e e t  was o t he r wi s e  
d e s e r t e d .  Would he  ask me a n y t h i n g ?  I hoped not ,  I 
s i n c e r e l y  hope d  not  b e c a u s e  you s ee  I was s u f f e r i n g  from 
a s m a l l  c o u g h ,  and t h i s . . .  w e l l  thi s  is just  a t h i ng  you  
c a n ' t  p i t c h  l i k e  a v o i c e .  It was i m p o s s i b l e  to make  a 
s p o n t a n e o u s  r e a c t i o n  to the c o l d  n i ght  air a n y t h i n g  
ot her  than a m u f f l e d  "GWUFF".  F e m i n i z e  i t?  How 
c o u l d  I? I had t r i ed many  t i m e s  be f o r e  and such' a 
t h i n g  had b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e .  Qui t e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  as f e m i 
n i ne  h o w e v e r ,  as my e x t e r i o r  s e e m e d ,  my innards  (as  
far as my t hroat  was c o n c e r n e d )  were  d e f i n i t e l y  m a s c u 
l i n e .  The  c o u g h  had the  l as t  word about  t ha t .  And ) 
am sure a l w a y s  w i l l  wi th a n y b o d y ' s  b o d y . . . . i f  i t  is not  
f e m i n i n e .

By now the p o l i c e m a n  was a l m o s t  up to me ,  he  
s m i l e d  as he  saw my f a c e .  I c a s t  my e y e s  down a bi t  
and t r i ed  to blush but  c o u l d  n o t .  I f e l t  not  r e a l l y  s i l l y  
but s o m e w h a t  u s e l e s s .  He d i d n ' t  say a word jus t  gave  
a sort  of  h a l f  h e a r t e d  s a l u t e  as he p a s s e d .

I c o u l d  har d l y  b e l i e v e  my l u c k .  I s t ar t ed to sigh  
and as I drew in my breat h  to do so the c o l d  n i ght  air
t i c k l e d  my t hroat ,  a n d . . . . y e s  you  gues s ed  i t ........... I
c o u g h e d  an u n m i s t a k e a b l e  m a s c u l i n e  c o u g h .
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Thi s  I knew was the  m o m e n t  t hen I had to ac t ,  an

other  cough was on i t*s way I c o u l d  f e e l  that  so as I 
was by now at the  end of  the  Mr o a d- up"  p o r t i o n  , I 
j umpe d on my b i c y c l e  and p e d a l e d  away  not  s u s p i c i o u s l y  
fas t ,  but downr i ght  d e t e r m i n e d  that  the ne x t  t i m e  I went  
out I woul d not  ha v e  a c o u g h .  And n e i t h e r  did I, I just  
put anot her  p e t t i c o a t  on u nde r ne a t h  to c e l e b r a t e  the  
o c c a s i o n ,  and, who knows,,  to g i v e  me an added f e e l i n g  of  
c o n f i d e n c e ?

M E E T I N G  O T H E R S  I N  Y O U R  A R E A

T h e  f i r s t  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  m e e t i n g  o t h e r s  i n  y o u r  
a r e a  i s  t o  j o i n  P H I  P I  E P S I L O N ,  F P E  f o r  s h o r t .  T h e  
f i r s t  s t e p  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  i s  t o  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  5 i s s u e s  
o f  T  V i a  t h r o u g h  C H E V A L I E R  P U B L I C A T I O N S  - - n e w  s -  
s t a n d  p u r c h a s e s  d o  n o t  c o u n t .  W e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h a t  
y o u  k n o w  u s  t h a t  w e l l  f r o m  o u r  o w n  r e c o r d s  b e f o r e  
a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  p a s t  i s s u e s  
a s  w e l l  a s  f u t u r e  o n e s  a n d  s o m e  m o n e y  c a n  b e  s a v e d  
b y  u s i n g  t h e  "6  f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  5 "  ( $ 2 0 ) d e a l  o n  b a c k  
i s s u e s .  A f t e r  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  f i l 
l e d  o u t  i t  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  m e ,  V i r g i n i a  a s  P r e s i d e n t  
a n d  b y  F r a n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y .  I f  a p p r o v e d  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  a n d  t o l d  h o w  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  
C o u n c i l l o r  f o r  h e r  r e g i o n .

C o u n c i l l o r s  i n  e a c h  r e g i o n  w i l l  h e l p  g e t  c h a p t e r s  
s t a r t e d  w h e n  e n o u g h  m e m b e r s  a r e  f o u n d  l i v i n g  c l o s e  
e n o u g h  t o g e t h e r .  F o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  m e m b e r s  
a n d  a r e  a n x i o u s  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  C o u n c i l l o r  f o r  t h e i r  
r e g i o n ,  w r i t e  t o  F r a n  C o n n e r s ,  B o x  1391, M a d i s o n ,  
W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d  a s k .  A s  o u r  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  s h e  
c a n  s t a r t  t h i n g s  g o i n g  f o r  y o u .
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Shall I 
Wear l

/

B e a t r i c e  ( 33 - B -2  F P E )

Un d e r p i n n i n g s

ALL a u t h o r i t i e s  agr e e  on one f a c t  - when a dress  
( o r  gown or s u i t ,  e t c . )  i s  f i t t e d  on a d e s i g n e r ' s  m o d e l  
b e f o r e  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  to the press  and store  buyers ,  
the m o d e l  a l w a y s  BUT ALWAYS,  wears  u n d e r g a r m e n t s  
i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  the s t y l e  of the c o s t u m e .  I t  i s  t h i s  
f i t t i n g  w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e s  the s h a p e , i n  w h i c h  the c o s 
t ume  r e a c h e s  you,  the c o n s u m e r .  B e a r i n g  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  
you can now see  why a f a s h i o n  can p e r f o r m for you at  
i t s  bes t ,  onl y  when i t  i s  worn over  the a p p r o p r i a t e  
u n d e r g a r m e n t s .

16 Qu e s t i o n s  about  your Foundat i  on__W_a_rdro_be_.__

1-  Have  I the r i g h t  bras to a c c o m p a n y  a l l  my n e c k 
l i n e  s t y l e s ?  Sc o o p ,  b a t e a u ,  c o w l ,  square ,  VEE 
p l u n g e ,  s t r a p l e s s ,  l o w - b a c k ,  h a l t e r ,  e t c . ?

2-  Do I need a l o n g - l i n e  bra? I f  you wear a s i z e  C 
cup and me as ur e  more  than 26" at the w a i s t l i n e ,  
when b u y i n g  a s t r a p l e s s  bra,  you w i l l  l o o k  d e c i d e d l y  
b e t t e r  i n  a l o n g - l i n e  bra.

3- Have  I the r i g h t  s t y l e  bra for wear w i t h  s we at e r s  
and f a b r i c s  t hat  c l i n g ?  You want  to l ook  for a cup  
that  g i v e s  a g e n t l y  rounded,  h i g h  b o s o m.  To o  low  
a cut  w i l l  not  g i v e  you the smoot h  l i n e  you wa n t .
And a p o i n t e d  cup shape  w i l l  ma k e  you l o o k  years  
b e h i nd ,  i n  the f a s h i o n  p i c t u r e .  Be sure to wear a 
f u l l  s l i p  under a l l  c l i n g i n g  f a b r i c s .

4-  What co l o r s  do I need i n  my bra,  g i r d l e  and s l i p  
wardrobe?  D e f i n i t e l y  w h i t e  f i r s t ,  then d u p l i c a t i o n  
i n  b l a c k .
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5-  Have  I need  for a p l a y  g i r d l e  for wear undec shorts  

( 1 ) ,  or b a t h i n g  trunks ( ! ! ) ?  Do I need a l o n g - l e g  
pant y  g i r d l e  to wear  b e n e a t h  s t r e t c h  pants ,  J a m a i c a s  
Bermudas  and s l a c k s ?

6-  Do I buy my g i r d l e  for l e n g t h ?  Do I need a 12" 
l e n g t h  or a 14" l e n g t h ?  ( T h e  f u l l e r  the t h i g h s ,  the ] 
l o n g e r  the g i r d l e  shoul d b e . )

7-  To c o n t r o l  and c o n c e a l  t h i g h  bu l g e ,  do I buy a girdle  
w i t h  s i x  gar t ers ?  I f  i t  has on l y  four,  do I buy two  
more  garters  at the no t i o ns  c o unt e r  and sew them on? !

8-  Wh i c h  ma k e s  my w a i s t l i n e  and m i d r i f f  l ook s l i m m e r  
- a h i g h  or l ow r i s i n g  g i r d l e ?

9-  Do I a l wa y s  try on a n e w - s t y l e  g i r d l e  be f ore  buy i ng  
i t ?  ( S o m e  do!  B e l i e v e  i t  or not .  Read the b a c k - i s s u e s

10-  Be c a us e  I wear a l arger  than s i z e  38 f o u n d a t i o n ,  
h a v e  I t r i e d  the a l l - i n - o n e  l i g h t w e i g h t  f o u n d a t i o n  
g a r me n t s  ?

11- Have  I t r i e d  ga r me n t s  ma de  of  f e a t h e r w e i g h t  f abr i c?

12- Have  I t r e a t e d  m y s e l f  to a pair  of  a l l - i n - o n e  pant y -  
s t o c k i n g s  ?

13- Have  I t r i e d  a w a i s t - c i n c h ?

14- Have  I a bra wi th a t t a c h e d  dress s h i e l d s ?  I f  not ,  do 
so i m m e d i a t e l y  in both b l a c k  and w h i t e .

15- H e a v e n - f o r b i d  - but  i f  I were  i n  an a c c i d e n t  and 
h a v e  to h a v e  my outer  g a r me n t s  r e m o v e d ,  woul d I 
be c o n c e r n e d  about  the a p p e a r a n c e  of my u n d e r g a r 
me n t s ?

16- Do I a l wa y s  read l a b e l s  b e f o r e  l a u n d e r i n g  gar me nt s ?  !

A m i n i m u m  wardrobe  of  f o u n d a t i o n  gar me nt s  should  
i n c l u d e :  1 a l l  purpose  g i r d l e  ( t o  be worn wi th s n u g - f i t 
t i n g  a b b r e v i a t e d  m a t c h i n g  p a n t i e s . )  One l o n g - l e g g e d  
p a n t y - g i r d l e  for s l ac ks  and s weat ers  and s h e a t h s .  One 
l i g h t - w e i g h t  short  pant y  g i r d l e  for s por t s wear .  Two day-  j
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t i m e  b r a s s i e r e s .  For e v e n i n g ;  s t r ap l e s s ,  b a c k l e s s  and 
ul tra l o w - c u t  bras as requi red by my e v e n i n g  g o wn s .

I t  i s  a l s o  p r a c t i c a l  to own one c o m p l e t e  wardrobe  
i n  b l a c k  to be worn under dark c l o t h e s  and a no t he r  in 
w h i t e .  And i t  is a l o v e l y  l uxury to add to th. s  o ther  sets  
to ma t c h  c o s t u me s  in p a l e  b l u e ,  b e i g e  or n a v y .

S i n c e  mos t  of  my readers  w i l l  in a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  f a l l  
in the c a t e g o r y  of  b e i n g  - s h a l l  we say - u n d e r - e n d o w e d  
- -  i n  the hip area,  ( b u s t  pa d d i n g  b e i n g  s o o  o o eas y  
wi t h  V i r g i n i a ’s s p e c i a l  w e i g h t e d  i ns er t s ,  and not  r e a l l y  
a p r o b l e m ) ,  your ba s i c  t ho ug ht  in f i t t i n g  g a r me n t s  w i l l  
be to f i t  the wa i s t  and s houl ders  f i r s t .  Then  pad the hips  
to s u i t .  There  are a number  of " f a n n y - h e l p e  r s " on the  
ma r k e t .  Fredr i cks  of  H o l l y w o o d  has s o me ,  so do Ma c y ' s  
in New York where  t hey  of f er  N e m o ' s  "Fancy That" for  
about  $ 1 2 . 0 0 .  Other sources  can of f er  muc h  the s ame  
at v ar y i ng  p r i c e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  you can a l wa y s  ma k e  your  
own from any one of  the f oam product s  a v a l i a b l e  in sheets  
form from 1/2" to 2".  I f  you do make  your own,  be sure  
to f e a t he r  the e d g e s  for s mo o t h n e s s  of  f i t .  Pads Pr o pe r l y  
p l a c e d  under your g i r d l e ,  can ma ke  an e x t r e m e l y  r e a l i 
s t i c  f i g u r e .  Re me mbe r  a r e a l l y  c l a s s i c  f i gur e  is one wi t h  
hips  about  2" l arger  than bust ,  and w a i s t  8 - 10" l e s s  
than h i ps .  He n c e  you woul d  be wi s e  to pad s o me ,  and 
then ha v e  s o m e o n e  c h e c k  for good p r opor t i on ,  or ge t  
s ome  cand i d  c a me r a  shots  of  y o u r s e l f ,  from front ,  s i de  
and rear.  If you don' t  l o o k  as f u l l  as y o u ' d  l i k e ,  t hen  
add some more  and r e p e a t  the p r o c e s s .  When you  f ind  
you can f i t  a s t o c k  s i z e ,  s tay wi t h i t .

To i n t e r j e c t  a p e r s o n a l  no t e ,  i t  was one of  my b i g g e s t  
t hr i l l s  eve r  to ov e r he a r  three  other  w o m e n  t a l k i n g  on a 
park bench  one day and as t he y  l o o k e d  me  over  rea l  good,
I heard one of  them s a y : "Gee!  What w o u l d n ’t I g i v e  for 
her f i g u r e ! "  Me a n i n g  poor l i t t l e  old m e ! ! ! !  ' Twas  a l l  I 
c o u l d  do to re s t ra i n  a s m i l e  and answer  that  ' twas  a l l  
pure foam rubber.

Caut i on  is a l wa y s  a good w a t c h - w o r d .  G e n e r a l l y  
don' t  ha v e  your bra too  a g g r e s s i v e .  B o s o mi t i s  d o e s n ' t  
make  the wo ma n,  rather  does  c h i c ,  or i f  you r e a l l y  car e  
- E l e g a n c e .

Chi c  is a l i t t l e  l e s s  s t ud i e d  than e l e g a n c e  and a
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Li t t l e  more  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  I t  is an i nborn q u a l i t y  of  c er -  I 
t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  - others  c u l t i v a t e  i t .  Chi c  is onl y  per-  
c e p t a b l e  to t hos e  who h a v e  a l r e a d y  a c qu i r e d  a c e r t a i n  
d e g r e e  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and c u l t u r e  and who h a v e  in addi t ior  
both the  l e i s u r e  t i m e  and the de s i r e  to be part  of  the  
e l i t e .

I t  is  a g i f t  of  the  Gods and has no r e l a t i o n s h i p  to 
b e a u t y ,  nor to w e a l t h .  Perhaps  the bes t  way to de s c r i b e  
thi s  q u a l i t y  is to say:

The  Ke n n e d y  f a m i l y  has  Ch i c ,  but the  T r u m a n ’s and the J 
J ohns on' s  do no t .

The  l a t e  Queen Mary of  Engl and had Chi c ,  but  Queen  
J u l i a n n a  of  the  N e t h e r l a n d s  does  no t .

Ma r l e ne  D i e t r i c h  and Greta Garbo h a v e  Chi c ,  but Rita 
Haywort h and E l i z a b e t h  T a y l o r  do n o t .

Be i ng  f a s h i o n a b l e  is a d i s e a s e .  Do n ' t  run the risk of  
f i n d i n g  y o u r s e l f  an a d d i c t .  The r e  are t hos e  who buy every  
new s t y l e  and f i l l  the i r  s h e l v e s  wi t h e v e r y  new h a t .  If a | 
d e s i g n e r  c o m e s  out  and says that  this  s eason the Chi c  lady 
w i l l  wear rain barre l s ,  i n s t e a d  of  a dress ,  she thinks:
"It ' s  n e w ” . And runs out  and put  in a s t ock  of  f e t c h i n g  
rain b a r r e l s .

Now,  i f  y o u ' l l  e x c u s e  me ,  I ' m g o i n g  out  and buy a 
new h a t .  I unders t and that  Mr.  John has just  c o m e  out  
wi th s o me  new c r e a t i o n s  that  are,  in the l o c a l  pa t o i s  - I 
r ea l  g a s s e r s .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  I s s u e s  N o .  4 , 6 , 7 , 8  a n d  12 o f  T R A N S -  
V E S T I A  a r e  n o t  o u t  o f  p r i n t .  T h e  s u p p l y  o f  o t h e r  i s s u e s  
i s  a l s o  l o w .  T h o s e  w h o  w a n t  t o  f i l l  i n  e a r l y  i s s u e s  h a d  i 
b e t t e r  d o  s o  w h i l e  t h e y  c a n .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  a s k  f o r  a n y  j 
o f  t h e  a b o v e  i s s u e s  a s  i t  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  k e e p i n g  
c r e d i t  r e c o r d s  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  a g a i n  
a s  t o  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e .
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I  a m  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  s l o w  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a p p e a l  m a d e  i n  t h e  l a s t  T V i a  a n d  i n  
t h e  M I R R O R  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  D E F E N S E  F U N D .

W h i l e  I  t h a n k  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  d i d  r e s p o n d ,  I !m  
g o i n g  t o  r u n  o v e r  t h e  m a t t e r  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u .  

O n e  o f  o u r  n u m b e r  w a s  a r r e s t e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a b o u t  a  
y e a r  a g o  o n  a n  o l d  19t h  c e n t u r y  l a w  i n v o l v i n g  " p a i n t i n g  
t h e  f a c e " .  H e  w a s  f o u n d  g u i l t y .  S i n c e  t h e  c a s e  i n v o l v e d  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s s u e s  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n  e n t e r e d  t h e  c a s e  a s  a  
f r i e n d  o f  t h e  c o u r t .  M o n e y  w a s  r a i s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  f o r  
a p p e a l  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p e r  c h a n n e l s  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
c o u r t s .

T h e  N e w  Y o r k  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  r e f u s e d  t o  r e v i e w  
t h e  c a s e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  o n e  p r e v i o u s l y  
h e a r d .  T h i s  t h e r e f o r e  e x h a u s t e d  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  N e w  
Y o r k  a n d  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  a  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  T o  d o  t h i s  o n e  h a s  t o  
p r e s e n t  a  W r i t  o f  C e r t i o r a r i  w h i c h  i s  a  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  
c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t h e  c a s e .  T h e r e  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x 
p e n s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  d o i n g  t h i s .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  i n  p r o 
g r e s s .  I F  t h e  c o u r t  a g r e e s  t o  h e a r  t h e  c a s e  t h e r e  w i l l ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  a  f u r t h e r  e x p e n s e  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  t r i a l .

E v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o u r  c h a n c e s  
o f  g e t t i n g  a  c a s e  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  w e r e  n e v e r  
g o o d  a n d  h e r e  i s  o n e  m a d e  t o  o r d e r .  I F  t h e  c o u r t  r e 
v e r s e s  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  l a w  i t  w i l l  i n  e f f e c t  r e v e r s e  A L L  
l a w s  i n  A L L  s t a t e s  h a v i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  
d r e s s  a s  o n e  w i s h e s .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  w a y  y o u  c o u l d  
s p e n d  $5 o r  $10 t o  g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l  a d v a n t a g e  f o r  y o u r  
T V  e n j o y m e n t ?  W e  a l l  h a v e  t h e  l a w  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  o v e r  
a n d  a b o v e  s o c i a l  p r e j u d i c e .  W e  c a n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t
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t h e  l a t t e r  v e r y  f a s t  b u t  w e  c a n  a b o u t  t h e  f o r m e r  a n d  
t h i s  i s  i t .

W e  h a v e  n o  w a y  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  w i l l  h e a r  
t h e  c a s e  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  n o  w a y  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  t h a t  i f  
t h e y  h e a r  i t  t h e  v e r d i c t  w i l l  b e  f a v o r a b l e .  B u t  s u r e l y  
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  w o r t h  s u p p o r t i n g  b y  e v e r y  T V  t h a t  
r e a d s  t h e s e  l i n e s .  S o m e  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  d o  t h i n g s  
f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  
f r e e d o m  i n  o p e n  w a y s  s u c h  a s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  
a r t i c l e s  a n d  c o u n s e l i n g ,  p u b l i c  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o r  i n  
d r e s s ,  e t c .  M a n y  o t h e r s ,  d u e  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a r e  
v e r y  l i m i t e d  i n  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  d o .  . . . y e t  i t  i s  t h e s e  
v e r y  o n e s  w h o ,  b e i n g  t h e  m o s t  l i m i t e d ,  n e e d  t h e  c h a n g e  
o f  c l i m a t e  t h e  m o s t .

O b v i o u s l y ,  e v e n  a  f a v o r a b l e  o p i n i o n  b y  t h e  C o u r t  
w o u l d  n o t  s u d d e n l y  e n t i t l e  e v e r y o n e  t o  w a l k  o u t  i n  a  
d r e s s  a n d  i f  i t  d i d  t h e r e  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
o f  f a m i l y ,  b u s i n e s s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  e t c .  , t o  c o n s i d e r .  
H o w e v e r ,  a  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  a  f a v o r a b l e  v e r 
d i c t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  a t t a c k  n o t  o n l y  on 
r e p r e s s i v e  l a w s  b u t  o n  s o c i a l  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  p r e j u d i c e .  j 
t o o .  I t  w a s  t h e  s c h o o l  i n t e g r a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  o f  4 o r  5 
y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c l i m a t e  j 
t h a t  h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  s o  m a n y  i n t e g r a t i n g  c h a n g e s  
s i n c e .  T h e s e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  w i t h o u t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s u f 
f e r i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  a b o u t .  B y  t h e  s a m e  t o '^ e n  
g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  f o r  t h e  m a l e  t o  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  m u c i  j 
a l s o  s t a r t  f r o m  a  f o c a l  p o i n t .  T h e  n e g r o e s  h a v e  a -  
c h i e v e d  p r o g r e s s  b y  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  A F T E R  s o m e  l e g a l  
a n d  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  o b t a i n e d .  T h e  s a m e  w i l l  
g o  f o r  u s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  t o  g e t  t h e  s a n c t i o n  f i r s t .  D o n ’t 
g e t  m e  w r o n g !  I ’m  n o t  a d v o c a t i n g  a n y  p r o t e s t  p a r a d e s  
o r  a  s i t d o w n  i n  s k i r t s  i n  t h e  m a y o r " s  o f f i c e .  A l l  I ’m  
s a y i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p e o p l e  b e g i n  t o  c h a n g e  
s l o w l y  w h e n  a  t h i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i l l e g a l  i s  
s u p p o r t  b y  t h e  l a w .  S o .  . f o r  e v e r y o n e ' s  b e n e f i t  p l e a s e  
d o  y o u r  p a r t .  S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  C h e v a l i e r  
m a r k e d  D E F E N S E  F U N D .  D o  i t  a n d  d o  i t  n o w !
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“SUSANNA
SAYS..."

Hi Eve r ybody:

Here we go a g a i n .  Thi s  t i me  Susanna wr i t es  wi th a 
f e e l i n g  of  g u i l t .  But s i n c e  c o n f e s s i o n  is good for the soul  
I must  e x p l a i n .  Sure e nough  I mi s s e d  l as t  TRANSVESTIA.  
Thi s  has h a p p e n e d  on l y  t w i c e  in the e n t i r e  l i f e  of  our 
m a g a z i n e ,  both t i m e s  b e c a u s e  of a t e r r i f i c  a c c u m u l a t i o n  
of  work.  Thi s  t i m e  h o w e v e r ,  there  were  other fac t ors  
whi c h  ma ke  me f e e l  g u i l t y .  The  truth of  the ma t t e r  is 
that  I had no t i m e  to wri t e  for TRANSVESTIA but I did 
m a n a g e  to wr i t e  an a r t i c l e  for THE LADDER, the l e s b i a n  
m a g a z i n e .  It is the s e c o n d  such a r t i c l e  that  I wrote  foi  
the  g i r l s .  The  f i rst  one pu b l i s h e d  in the May i s sue  under 1 
the  t i t l e  I HATE MEN.

In thi s  a r t i c l e  I t r i ed  to show our l e s b i a n  fr i ends  that  ! 
jus t  as t he y  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  the o f f i c i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of f emi - j  
n i n i t y  t hat  s o c i e t y  has i mp o s e d  upon wo me n ,  so do we 
r e b e l  a g a i n s t  the o f f i c i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of  m a s c u l i n i t y  i m pose'  
by s o c i e t y  on a l l  me n .  The l e s b i a n s  a c c u s e  men of hav i ng  
i n v e n t e d  a s tandard mol d  or i d e a l  i n t o  whi ch e v e r y  woman  
must  ma k e  h e r s e l f  f i t  ( wh e t h e r  she l i k e s  i t  or not ) .  She 
must  be s o m e w h a t  h e l p l e s s ,  must  l ook  up to a man,  must  | 
be e a g e r  and w i l l i n g  to a c c e p t  mo t h e r h o o d ,  musn' t  be
a g g r e s s i v e ,  e t c ..............I s i m p l y  p o i n t e d  out to the readers  j
of  THE LADDER t hat  i t  is wo me n  who ha v e  i n v e n t e d  t o 
da y ' s  M a s c u l i n e  Ro l e .  Women i ns i s t  that  we f i t  ourse l ves  j 
i n t o  a p a t t e r n  wh i c h  t he y  t h e m s e l v e s  have  c r e a t e d  for us. 
Women are the ones  who ha v e  d e c r e e d  that  men must  stay 
w i t h i n  the  r i g i d f r ame  of  that  mol d  w h i l e  wo me n  keep for 
t h e m s e l v e s  a l l  the f r e e d o m s  t hey  want .  ( S l a c k s  are so 
c o m f o r t a b l e ,  t hey  say,  t ha t ' s  why I l o v e  to wear t he m) ,  j 
As you  w e l l  know,  a l l  h e l l  breaks  l o o s e  when a man dares
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say:  "skirts  g i v e  me such a f e e l i n g  of  f r e e d o m ,  t ha t ' s  
why I l o v e  to wear t h e m " .  T h a t ' s  why my a r t i c l e  in the  
l e s b i a n  m a g a z i n e  was e n t i t l e d  I HATE MEN ( for  b e i n g  so 
stupid and a l l o w i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  to be kept  w i t h i n  the  
b o nda g e  of  t hat  s y n t h e t i c  M a s c u l i n e  p a t t e r n ) .  I f i n i s h e d  
by s a y i n g  that  the  TV is the onl y  one who is a c t u a l l y  
r e b e l l i n g  a g a i n s t  the a r t i f i c i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of m a s c u l i n i t y .

I was e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  l a t e r  on when I r e c e i v e d  
s e v e r a l  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s  from the readers  of  THE 
LADDER. Some  of t he m just  h a d n ' t  t hought  abo ut  t he r e  
b e i n g  unf a i rnes s  for me n  in our pr e s e nt  s o c i e t y .  Thi s  l e d  
to my m e e t i n g  s e v e r a l  l e s b i a n s  and s i n c e r e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
h a v e  d e v e l o p e d .  I l e a r n e d  for i n s t a n c e  that  what  mo s t  
p e o p l e  thi nk of when a l e s b i a n  c o u p l e  is m e n t i o n e d  turns  
out to be f a l s e  in a good p e r c e n t a g e  of  the c a s e s .  The  
i d e a  that  the m a s c u l i n e  l e s b i a n  go e s  around in m a s c u l i n e  
type  a t t i r e ,  short  hai r  and no m a k e - u p  s i m p l y  i s n ' t  t r ue .  
There  are l e s b i a n  c o u p l e s  where  not  a shred of  what  is  
us u a l l y  c a l l e d  " m a s c u l i n i t y "  e x i s t s .  Here are two p e o p l e  
e x t r e m e l y  d e v o t e d  to e a c h  other  and wo r s h i p p i n g  the  
f e m i n i n e .  The y  are m u t u a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  to e a c h  o t h e r ' s  
f e m i n i n i t y .

In thi s  r e s p e c t  I found that  i t  is e x t r e m e l y  e a s y  for 
a TV to be in a l e s b i a n  group.  T h e y  l i k e  the f a c t  that  
we are a l s o  r e j e c t i n g  at that  m o m e n t  a l l  t r a c e s  of  m a s 
c u l i n i t y  and e a g e r l y  b r i n g i n g  out  as much f e m i n i n i t y  as 
our p e r s o n a l i t y  can mu s t e r .  "Se e " ,  one of  t hem said to  
me - "now you  unders t and how d i s g u s t i n g  m a s c u l i n i t y  is 
for m e .  When you dress up you are d i s g u s t e d  wi th those  
m u s c l e s  and h e a v y  f e a t u r e s ,  so am I, I adore  s moot h  
l i mbs ,  sof t  f e a t u r e s ,  l o n g  ha i r ,  s w e e t  p e r f u m e ,  j e w e l r y ,  
e t c . . . . "  And then I saw an u n e x p e c t e d  s i m i l a r i t y  b e 
t we e n  the l e s b i a n  and the TV o u t l o o k .  T h e y  h a v e  turned  
the i r  backs  on the world of  t rousers ,  n e c k t i e s ,  beards ,  
h e a v y  v o i c e s  and b i c e p s  - so h a v e  w e .  The y  are i n t e n s e l y  
drawn towards  the f e m i n i n e  - and so are we .  0 At the  
b e g i n n i n g ,  when the  s y mp t o ms  f i rs t  appe ar ,  t hey  are  
afrai d and c o n f u s e d ,  so are w e .  When t he y  f ind out  what  
t hey  are,  mos t  of  t hem f i g h t  i t  at f i rs t ,  so do we .  The y  
are then c o n s u me d  by f e e l i n g s  of  g u i l t ,  So are w e .  T h e y  
l o n g  to m e e t  others  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s  but  t he y  are a f ra i d  
of  exposure  and b l a c k m a i l ,  so are w e .  Many t h i nk  that  
ma r r i a g e  c oul d  be a cure  for the i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  We a l s o
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f e e l  the s ame  wa y .  And many do ge t  marr i ed  and find 
out  that  ma r r i a g e  does  not  cure  the i r  c o n d i t i o n  e v e n  if 
t hey  shoul d h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  And so,  in order to be them
s e l v e s ,  t hey  must  resort  to l i e s ,  and c h e a t i n g ,  and at 
b e i n g  happy  when t he i r  husbands  are to be away  for a 
day or so .  How ma ny  readers  of  TRANSVESTIA f ind the 
e x a c t  mi rro r e p l i c a  of  thi s  l e s b i a n  p r o b l e m,  in thei r  
own TV l i v e s ?  We do ha v e  many  p r o b l e ms  in c o mmo n  
and perhaps  thi s  e x p l a i n s  to a l a r g e  e x t e n t  the warm 
f r i e n d s h i p  t hat  I h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th the group I am 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  Let me add that  the p i c t u r e  of  the ’’butch" 
l e s b i a n  l e e r i n g  at other  wo me n  in a bar and e a g e r  to 
pe r v e r t  any p r e t t y  g i r l  she see s  is g r e a t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  
Tho s e  are a m i n o r i t y  a mo n g  l e s b i a n s ,  just  as the ’’swishy" 
h o m o s e x u a l  who ’’ c r u i s e s ” t h e a t e r s ,  bars and s t ree t s  lookinj 
for "trade" is a m i n o r i t y  in the l ar ge r  world of  the homo
s e x u a l .  As a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t hese  obv i ous  t ypes  are 
t h o r o u g h l y  d i s l i k e d  by l e s b i a n s  and h o m o s e x u a l s  a l i ke .  
The y  f e e l  that  the  s t r e e t  wa l ke r  and the bar l e s b i a n  are 
the ones  who h a v e  c r e a t e d  a f e e l i n g  of  d i s gus t  in society 
in g e n e r a l  towards  a l l  l e s b i a n s .  We, as T V ’s can say the 
s a me  t h i ng  for the "drag queen" who has c r e a t e d  instant  
di s t rus t  a mo n g  the p u b l i c  towards  any m a l e  who wears  
s k i r t s .

So much for my new c i r c l e  of  f r i e n d s .  As I said,  I 
do f e e l  g u i l t y  for not  h a v i n g  wr i t t e n  my c o l u m n  for TVia 
b e c a u s e  of  t i m e  pressure  w h i l e  I did f ind the t i m e  to 
wr i t e  for THE LADDER.  You w i l l  f o r g i v e  me ,  w o n ’t you? 
Anyway ,  i t  f e l t  good to my e g o  ( w h i c h  as you know is 
m o n u m e n t a l )  to s ee  my na me  in anot her  "mi nor i t y" maga
z i n e .  Now back to t he  TV wor l d .

The  h i g h l i g h t  of  the l as t  few we e ks  has be e n  once 
mo r e ,  Casa Sus anna .  Our new count ry  p l a c e  is real ly  
l o o k i n g  n i c e  now.  A one acre  l a k e  has be e n  bu i l t  and 
i t  shoul d be a m a r v e l l o u s  p l a c e  for f u n ,  wi th boat ing  
and s w i m m i n g ,  "a la f e mme "  of  c o u r s e .  The  only trouble 
is that  t h e r e ' s  a draught  and the spr ing that  f eeds  the 
l a k e  r e s e m b l e s  now a TV about  to s tep outdoors  for the 
f i rs t  t i m e . . . i t  b a r e l y  f l ows ,  and the l a ke  is only half  
f u l l .  The r e  is a l s o  the barn.  It used to be a r i ckety  old 
p l a c e ,  now i t  has t a ke n  on a new l o o k . . . . r e d o n e  on the 
o u t s i d e  and the i n s i d e . . . .  The r e  a p e r f e c t  spot  to build 
a l i t t l e  s t age  and ma y b e  start  our t h e a t r i c a l  weekends  
a g a i n .
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Hope to make  the c o n v e r s i o n  n e x t  y e a r .  The  o n l y  t h i n g  
we h a v e  p l a c e d  in that  new barn is (and e x c u s e  the  e x 
pres s i on)  a p o o l  t a b l e .  I know i t  is not  e x a c t l y  a f e m i n i n e  
g a me ,  but  w e ' v e  had qu i t e  a f ew w e e k - e n d s  of  p o o l  in 
hi gh h e e l s .  I t ' s  f u n . . . l i k e  a n y t h i n g  one can m e n t i o n  as 
l ong  as we are w e a r i n g  d r e s s e s .  New TV' s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  
on the h o r i z o n  asi ide from a f ew of  the old guard.  Daphne  
from To r o nt o  is s t i l l  the mos t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  v i s i t o r  at 
Casa Susanna and she has a l r e a d y  ma d e  three  tr ips  on 
three  d i f f e r e n t  w e e k - e n d s .  I t ' s  a l o ng ,  l o n g  dr i ve  and I 
am s t i l l  a m a z e d  at the l e n g t h s  we can  go in order to 
s a t i s f y  thi s  burni ng  urge of  ours .  T h e r e ' s  anot he r  TV in 
Tor ont o ,  by the  na me  of  C y n t h i a ,  who is s l o w l y  w a r mi n g  
up to the i d e a  of  c o m i n g  wi t h  Daphne  for a w e e k - e n d .
She is s t i l l  d e a t h l y  afra i d of  p a s s i n g  through c u s t o ms  
and h a v i n g  a l l  her p r e t t y  t h i ngs  e x a m i n e d  by the c u s t o ms  
i n s p e c t o r s .  Daphne  ma n a g e s  very n i c e l y ,  but  Cy n t h i a  is 
s i mp l y  a f r a i d .  I p l an  to t ake  t hree  we e ks  v a c a t i o n  thi s  
year  and spend t hem a l l  at  the re s or t .  Thi s  has  g i v e n  s o me  
of  our f r i ends  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p l an  for a l o n g e r  s t a y .  . 
and a g a i n  Daphne  l e a ds  the parade  wi th one f u l l  w e e k  
t here  e n d i n g  on Labor Day .

Anot her  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  show has op e n e d  in New 
York,  at the Crazy  Horse C l u b . . . . I  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i t ,  but  
the f i rst  reports  from f r i ends  who h a v e  are d e f i n i t e l y  
n e g a t i v e .  The  show is poor in t a l e n t  and the p l a c e  is 
poor in s e r v i c e .  The r e  is h o w e v e r ,  a d e f i n i t e  t rend t o 
wards more i mp e r s o n a t o r  shows in many  n i g h t - c l u b s .
There  are qui t e  a f ew in Brookl yn,  for i n s t a n c e ,  and I 
d i s c o v e r e d  two i m p e r s o n a t o r s  wor k i ng  in a n i g h t  c l ub ,  
s ome  15 m i l e s  away from our r e s or t .  I am a l s o  t o l d  that  
you f ind t hem in s e v e r a l  S u mme r  resorts  in the C a t s k i l l  
a r e a .  Do r o t he a ,  f rom C h i c a g o ,  t e l l s  me  t here  are at  
l e a s t  h a l f  a d o z e n  c l ubs  in the area p r e s e n t i n g  f e m m e  
m i m i c s .  P e r s o n a l l y  I ha v e  b e e n  i d l e  for about  two years  
and I ’ve d e c i d e d  to do s o m e t h i n g  about  i t .  My d a n c i n g  
is t e r r i b l y  rusty and w i l l  h a v e  to t ake  b a l l e t  l e s s o n s  for 
a wh i l e  to l i mb e r  up,  And by the way,  the b a l l e t  t e a c h e r  
I w i l l  be s t u d y i n g  under t e l l s  me that  e v e r y  TV s houl d  
try at l e a s t  a f ew b a s i c  l e s s o ns  in b a l l e t . . . . I t  i s  a m a z i n g  
what  t hey  do to l i m b e r  up and to t e a c h  you  g r a c e f u l n e s s  in  
your m o v e m e n t s .  As a t e s t ,  a b a l l e r i n a  s tood in front  of  
a mirror wi th me s t a n d i n g  r i ght  b e h i n d  her,  a b i t  to the  
right ,  and she p r o c e e d e d  to e l e v a t e  her  r i ght  arm from
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k ne e  l e v e l  to a h i gh  p o i n t  a b o v e  her h e a d . ,  . t h e n  I j o i ne d  
in the m o t i o n ,  and you shoul d h a v e  s e e n  the d i f f e r e n c e !
It t ook my c o m p l a c e n c y  s e v e r a l  n o t c h e s  down!  My arm 
was bent  at  the  e l b o w  s h o wi n g  an a n g l e  that  s ho u l dn ' t  
be t h e r e ,  my hand was b r e a k i n g  too much at the  wri st  
a g a i n  p r e s e n t i n g  a sharp a n g l e ,  the re s u l t  was a ng u l a r i t y ,  
a t y p i c a l  m a l e  q u a l i t y .  So Susanna b e g a n  to work to erase  
t hos e  a n g l e s ,  and b e l i e v e  me ,  i t  is h a r d . . . .  the  t e a c h e r  
says  i t  t akes  a l o t  of  p r a c t i c e  unt i l  you can make  that  
m o t i o n  as i t  shoul d b e . . . a n d  t ha t ' s  on l y  one of  many  
p r o b l e ms  c o n n e c t e d  wi th g r a c e f u l  f l u i d  m o t i o n .  It is not  
e n o u g h  to put  on a skirt ,  we h a v e  to know how to "wear" ] 
i t  g r a c e f u l l y ,  o t h e r w i s e  w e ’l l  a l wa y s  i mpr e s s  others  as 
awkward e n t i t i e s  that  h a v e  no bus i nes s  c l i m b i n g  i nt o  
c l o t h e s  we d o n ' t  know how to we ar .

And t ha t ' s  about  a l l  for now,  my d e a r s . . . h o p e  you  
are a l l  busy t h i n k i n g  of  Fa l l  and Wi n t e r . . .  f a s h i o n  t i me  
is c o m i n g !  ! ! !

Love - Susanna

P . S .  - Just  a c o u p l e  of  days  ago  the NEW YORK WORLD 
TELEGRAM p u b l i s h e d  a c o l u m n  wh i c h  should stir the hearts  
of  e v e r y  TV,  I n e z  Robb,  in her s y n d i c a t e d  c o l u m n  says  
in Big CAPS t h a t  " Fashi ons  he m in m a l e s " .  I w o n ’t 
t r a n s c r i b e  the  w h o l e  a r t i c l e  but  just  a f ew quot es  w i l l  
s u f f i c e :  " .............. in many  parts  of  the USA,  a man c a p a r i 

s one d  in e v e n  a dash of  w o m e n ' s  f i nery  is s u b j e c t  to arrest  
as a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  whe r e as  a woman in a Brooks Brothers  
sui t ,  wi t h f i n d i n g s  to ma t c h ,  go e s  s c o t - f r e e  as an e x 
a m p l e  of  pr e s e n t  and future  c h i c ........... The  d i c t i o n a r y
f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  the f a c t  that  t r a n s v e s t i s m is b i s e x u a l .  I 
Webst er ' s  s u c c i n t  d e f i n i t i o n  reads:  "adopt i on  of  the dress,  
and o f t e n  b e h a v i o u r ,  of  the o p p o s i t e  s e x " .  The  s i t u a t i o n  
s e e m s  mo n s t r o u s l y  unf a i r  when f a s h i o n  arbi t ers  are urging  
s i s t er  to wear  pant s  mo r n i n g ,  noon and ni ght ,  and the  
m a n - t a i l o r e d  t w o - p a n t s  sui t  for s t r e e t  wear is a l r e a dy  
in the wardrobe  of  ma ny  w o m e n .  If  a l l  the wo me n  wearing  
pants  on the p u b l i c  s t r e e t s  were  arres t ed  as t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  
d e t e n t i o n  c a mp s  woul d  h a v e  to be b u i l t  to r e l i e  ve the  
o v e r c r o w d e d  j a i l s .  But l e t  a man put  on a skirt ,  other  
than a k i l t ,  and in j i g  t i m e  h e ’s t ry i ng  to g e t  up ba i l  
m o n e y .  If thi s  n a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  in e q u a l i t y  of  the sexes  
l e t  i t  e x t e n d  f r e e d o m of  dress  to men,  a l l  ho l ds  and 
p e n a l t i e s  barred .  In a day when c l o t h i n g  is b e c o m i n g
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i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ,  i t  i s n ' t  fai r  t hat  one sex is more  e q u a l  
than the  other ,  b o y s ,  man - i f  you can  - the  b a r r i c a d e s .
So wr i t e s  I ne z  Robb........... and a l oud a me n  is e c h o e d
through out the  l and from t housands  (or is i t  m i l l i o n s ? )  
of  T V throat s  • . . .

SUE

P H I  P I  E P S I L O N  N E W S

A s  a n n o u n c e d  i n  l a s t  m o n t h ' s  M I R R O R ,  F P E  i s  
b e i n g  g i v e n  a  n e w  i n f u s i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p .  S i n c e  I  c a n 
n o t  d o  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  w a n t  t o  d o  i n  t h e  t i m e  
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e  F P E  a l l  t h e  t i m e  
a n d  a t t e n t i o n  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  I  h a v e  a s k e d  F r a n - 4 9 - C - l ,  
t h e  F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  T h e t a  c h a p t e r  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  
r e i n s  a s  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y .  S h e  i s  b e i n g  a b l y  a s 
s i s t e d  b y  S h e i l a - 3 0 - B - 2 . S i n c e  S h e i l a ,  t h r o u g h  b u s i n e s s ,  
t r a v e l s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  s h e  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  F i e l d  
C o o r d i n a t o r .  B e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o  g i r l s  t h e y  h a v e  r e 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  c o u n c i l l o r  s e t u p ,  a n d  d i v i d e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  
i n t o  r e g i o n s  w i t h  a  c o u n c i l l o r  a n d  d e p u t y  f o r  e a c h .  T h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  c h a p t e r s  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  
b e  a i d e d  b y  h a v i n g  s o m e o n e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t y .

W i t h  t h i s  n e w  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h i n g s  s h o u l d  m a k e  r e a l  
p r o g r e s s .  S e c u r i t y  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  a  p r i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
s o  t h a t  n o n e  n e e d  b e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  
m o r e  l a x  f r o m  t h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  I t s  j u s t  t h a t  t h e s e  
t w o  g i r l s ,  n o t  h a v i n g  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  C h e v a l i e r ' s  a c t i v 
i t i e s  t o  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  a s  I  d o ,  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d e v o t e  
m o r e  t i m e  t o  m a k i n g  F P E  w h a t  i t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s  
w i l l  e x t e n d  e v e r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  F r a n  a n d  S h e i l a  a n d  
t h e  a r e a  c o u n c i l l o r  a p p o i n t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  F P E  w i l l  q u a l i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  
t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  s t a r t  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  
j o i n i n g  t h i s  s i s t e r h o o d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

V I R G I N I A
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W h e n e v e r  i t  c o m e s  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a n  e d i t o r i a l  I  
n o t  o n l y  h a v e  t o  s i t  d o w n  a n d  t h i n k  u p  a  s u b j e c t  b u t  
t h e n  a s k  m y s e l f  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n o u g h  
o r  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  t o  m y  r e a d e r s  t o  w r i t e  u p .  L o t s  
o f  t h i n g s  m a y  i n t e r e s t  m e  b u t  m a y  b e  e i t h e r  t o o  f a r  
o u t  i n  l e f t  f i e l d  f o r  m a n y  o f  y o u  o r  a l s o  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  j u s t  p l a i n  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I  w o u l d  a p p r e 
c i a t e  s o m e  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  p a s t  e d i t o r i a l s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  
o n e s .  I  d o n 1t  w r i t e  t h e s e  j u s t  t o  f i l l  u p  p a g e s  i n  t h e  
m a g a z i n e .  I  t r y  t o  s e l e c t  t o p i c s  t h a t  h a v e  i n t e r e s t e d  
m e  a n d  w h i c h  m a y  i n t e r e s t  s o m e  o f  y o u  a n d  t o  t r y  t o  
p r o v i d e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  a g r e e  w i t h  
o r  d i s a g r e e  w i t h ,  b u t  w h i c h  w i l l  m a k e  y o u  t h i n k  a  
l i t t l e  t o  d o  e i t h e r .  S o  h o w  a b o u t  s o m e  f e e d b a c k s ?  ? ?

• * . * . * . * . * . * . * . * .

S e v e r a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  i n  
t h e  p a s t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  u p  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h a t  a r e  w e  
r e a l l y  d o i n g  w h e n  w e  f e m m e  d r e s s .  F o r  a l m o s t  a L l  
o f  u s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  f o r  m a n y  s t i l l ,  d r e s s i n g  i n  
f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  w a s  a n  e r o t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  w e  
w e r e  ,fe x p e r i e n c i n g n a  w o m a n .  W e  d i d  i t  n o t  b y  p h y s i c a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  f e m a l e  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  b u t ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  
b y  g e t t i n g  i n s i d e  h e r  " s k i n " .  C l o t h i n g ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  
s e e n  b y  o t h e r s ,  b e i n g  a  s y m b o l i c  s k i n .
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B u t  a s  w e  g r o w  o l d e r  b y  a g e  a n d  o l d e r  i n  t r a n s -  
v e s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  g r o w n  l e s s  
i m p o r t a n t .  S i n c e  f e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n  c a n  a n d  d o e s  g o  
o n  i n t o  a d v a n c e d  a g e - - w e  h a v e  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  i n  
t h e i r  8 0 s - - w h e n  e r o t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  n o  l o n g e r  s t r o n g  
a n d  p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  
m o t i v a t i o n s  b e s i d e  t h e  e r o t i c .

O n e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  s y m b o l i c  u n i o n  w i t h  a  w o m a n .  
I n  a  n o r m a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b e t w e e n  a  m a l e  a n d  a  f e m a l e  
t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  a  f e m a l e  e x e r t s  o n  a  m a l e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  
s e x u a l .  I n  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a l s  t h e  i n s t i n c t  f o r  c o p u l a t i o n  
a n d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  i s  t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  a t 
t r a c t i o n  f o r c e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t w o  s e x e s  t o g e t h e r .  I n  m a n 
k i n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  s t r i c t l y  b i o l o g i c a l  d r i v e  h a s  b e e n  
o v e r l a i n ,  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d  g r e a t l y  b y  a l l  
m a n n e r  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  T h i s  
a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  p e r v e r s e  
e r o t i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  s u c h  a s  t h e  v a r i o u s  
f e t i s h s ,  s a d o - m a s o c h i s m ,  t h e  s e x u a l  t h r i l l  o f  s t a r t i n g  
f i r e s ,  e t c .  S o  t h e r e  a r e  p s y c h i c  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  f o r  t h e  m a l e .  T h e s e  e x i s t  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  t h e y  c a n  e x i s t  
s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m  i t .  D o u b t l e s s  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  s i n c e  i t  i s  c l a i m e d  
b y  s o m e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s i m p l y  b e e n  o f f s e t  o r  d i s p l a c e d  
f r o m  a  l i v i n g  p e r s o n  t o  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  
a n d  s y m b o l i z e  h e r  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  s u c h  a s  c l o t h i n g ,  
a d o r n m e n t ,  c o s m e t i c s ,  h a i r d o s  a n d  m a n n e r i s m s .

B u t  i s n ft  t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  t h i s ?
I n  o u r  t w o  v a l u e d  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  
n e u t e r i s m  i n  i t ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  m a s c u l i n e  i s  f e m i n i n e ,  
a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  f e m i n i n e  i s  m a s c u l i n e .  T h i s  i s  
n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  t h i n g s  b e 
l o n g i n g  t o  o r  e x p r e s s e d  e q u a l l y  b y  b o t h  m a l e s  a n d  f e 
m a l e s ,  b u t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  b o t h  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  b e -
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l o n g i n g  t o  n e i t h e r  w h i c h  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  n e u t e r  
o f  n o n - g e n d e r a l  c o n d i t i o n .  I n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b o r d e r  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i n t o  " f e m m e l a n d "  w e  a r e  l e a v i n g  o u r  n a t i v e  
t e r r i t o r y  a n d  i n v a d i n g  a n o t h e r  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  t e r r i t o r y .  
N o w  i n  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e  p e o p l e  l e a v e  
o n e  c o u n t r y  a n d  g o  t o  a n o t h e r  t o o .  T h e y  a r e  s a i d  t o  
e m m i g r a t e  f r o m  o n e  a n d  t h e y  i m m i g r a t e  t o  a n o t h e r .
T h e  p o e m  a b o u t  t h e  S t a t u e  o f  L i b e r t y  s a y s  s o m e t h i n g  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  " s e n d  m e  t h e  w r e t c h e d  m a s s e s  o f  y o u r
t e e m i n g  s h o r e s ---------"  T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  b e i n g  m o r e  o n
g e t t i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  m i s e r y  e x i s t i n g  i n  E u r o p e  t h a n  
i n  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  s u p p o s e d  w o n d e r s  o f  A m e r i c a .

S o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  p o s e d ------ i n  e n t e r i n g  f e m m e l a n d
a r e  w e  d o i n g  s o  t o  e n t e r  a  w o n d e r f u l  n e w  w o r l d  o r  a r e  
w e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e m m i g r a t e  ( a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y )  f r o m  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  h a r d s h i p s  o f  o u r  n a t i v e  a r e a ?  T h e r e  ; 
i s  t h e  o l d  a d a g e  t h a t ,  " t h e  g r a s s  i s  a l w a y s  g r e e n e r  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f e n c e " .  I f  i t  w a s  g r e e n  e n o u g h  
o n  o n e  s i d e  t h e  e x t r a  g r e e n e s s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  w o u l d  n o t  
b e  a t t r a c t i v e  e n o u g h  t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  g o i n g  
a r o u n d ,  u n d e r ,  o v e r  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e n c e .  S o  i t  c o m e s  
b a c k  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  e m m i g -  
r a t i n g  f r o m  " m a s c u l a n d "  m o r e  t h a n  w e  a r e  i m m i g r a t i n g  
i n t o  " f e m m e l a n d " .  W h y ?  S u r e l y  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a  p a t 
r i a r c h a l  c u l t u r e  ( f o r  a  f e w  m o r e  y e a r s  a n y w a y ) ,  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  w o m e n ,  m e n  h a v e  a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  
b e i n g  " f i r s t "  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  i n s t e a d  o f  " s e c o n d "  c l a s s  
a s  t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  a r e ,  s o  w h y  l e a v e  i t ?

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I  a m  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  s a y i n g  
m a d e  a b o u t  N e w  Y o r k ,  o r  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  o r  e v e n  L o s
A n g e l e s - - b y  p e o p l e  f r o m  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e ------" I ^ s  a n
i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t  b u t  I  w o u l d n ft  w a n t  t o  l i v e  
t h e r e . "  T r a n s e x u a l s  D O  i m m i g r a t e  t o  F e m m e l a n d - -  
p e r m a n e n t l y .  T h e y  t a k e  u p  r e s i d e n c e  t h e r e .  B u t  F P s  
v i s i t ,  e n j o y  f o r  a  t i m e  a n d  r e t u r n  w h e n c e  t h e y  c a m e
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to v isit  again on another occasion. When one is t r a v e l 
ing on a vacation it is not only to see and enjoy the 
sights of the place you v is it ,  but you take a vacation  
in the f i r s t  place to nget away from  it a l l 11. Aw ay from  
the w o r r ie s ,  fru stra t io n s , p rob lem s, expectations, 
fe a rs ,  and the general inadequacies of your o rd inary  
life. On vacation people from  the east go w est and 
w e ste rn e rs  go east; beach dw elle rs  go to the moun
tains, and uplanders go to the ocean; those from  hot 
clim ates go w here i t ’ s cool and from  cold ones to 
w here i t !s w arm . In short, everyone goes to a place  
that is quite d ifferent in some degree from  the place  
he norm ally  re s id e s .  This is not sim ply that they hate 
their  lives the other 48 or 5 0 weeks a y e a r ,  they don^  
they enjoy the ir  hom es, the ir  friends and often th e ir  
jobs. They have the ir  roots sunk in th e ir  homes and 
community and in m ost cases like it that way, but it 's  
sti l l  nice to have a change they say, to get aw ay from  
the humdrum and see how the other half l ives . Its just  
var ie ty  relaxation and contrast.

Doesn*t this analogy th e re fo re ,  cover p re tty  w e ll  
the ’’vacation” that we take when we seek change, r e 
laxation and contrast by leaving Mm asculandM for a -  
while and taking our ease in "femmeland"? Many a 
pro fess ional man would ca ll  this an ’‘escape" but that 
is a ra ther harsh  w ord with condemnatory overtones.  
Escape im plies getting f ree  from  something per man 
nently or running away in the sense of making a get
away. No, the fact that we re tu rn  like the vacationer  
rem oves the stigma of the ’’escap e” charge. This is 
re a l ly  the essence of the dual p e rson a lity  concept.
In leaving our own everyday p erson ality  fo r  a time we 
do learn to live as a s tran g er  in a strange land g rad u
a l ly  until we a re  no longer s tran g ers  in that land. Not, 
perhaps, as at home in it as those who a re  natura l  
born citizens of it, but su re ly  as frequent v is i to rs  to
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it  we know a good deal about i t ! s highways and byways, 
it*s customs and points of in te res t.

But let us not be taken in by those who don*t under
stand, who say we a re  "escaping from  m asculin ity ’1 
with the im plication that we a re  unable to face the 
challenge of it. I think our s ta tis t ics  show that we face
that challenge pre tty  darn w e l l ------at least as w ell, I
should say, as any other segment of the population. 
But m asculin ity  today is a v e ry  n arrow  concept, with 
sharp lines demarking it from  femininity and great  
fe a r  on the part of most men lest they should inadver
tantly  step over the b order and thus be accused of 
something that they a re  not guilty of. Thus the r e 
s tr ic tion s  on f re e  exp ression  by men today a re  much 
m ore m arked than m ost men re a liz e .  They a re  much 
m ore p r iso n ers  of the ir  gender than they think. Thosav 
of us who, through one circum stance or another, have 
learned something of what lies outside the walls are 
better  able to understand these limitations of customs 
and conform ity. We a re  better off in the broader sense 
(no pun intended) than they a re  because we have learne 
to b reach  the w all, to partake of the forbidden, and to 
re a liz e  that being a human being means m ore than just 
conforming to the local, tem p o ra ry  and a rb it ra ry  dic
tates of our contem porary  society. Appreciation of 
c o lo rs ,  tex tu res , m a te r ia ls ,  ornamentation, design, 
cut, odors, ta s te s ,  attitudes, philosophies, feelings, 
and personal expressions that have been masculine in 
the past and w il l  be again, ce r ta in ly  make us non-con
fo rm is ts  but it doesn!t except to the narrow  minded anc 
over  conforming person make us p e rv e r ts  or depraved 
person s.

Of cou rse , saying a l l  this we must remember 
that it is not just the clothes per se that we are adopting 
and enjoying. It is the inner humanity of the women that

TfafU'Wtia
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w ear them and which they rep resen t which b a s ic a lly  
attracts  us. We run towards this in o rd er  to partake  
and enjoy it fo r a time as a fascinating change and 
contrast from  the requ irem ents  of m asculin ity  that 
society fo ists upon us the r e s t  of the tim e. We run 
from  m asculin ity  only as a vacationer leaves this 
country to spend a sum m er in Europe. There he is 
unfettered, not requ ired  to abide by the same customs, 
ru le s ,  and feelings as at home. Yet having enjoyed  
this sojourn abroad he re tu rns  home. . . . to a place he 
re a l ly  loves, but better able to deal with the day to 
day problems because of the change, the re s t ,  the 
relaxation. If he can bring back to his home, his job, 
and h im self something of what he has learned about 
life as it is lived by those he has visited  and can in te 
grate  it into and use it in his everyd ay  life he w i l l  have 
t ru ly  gained from  the experience. So, can we gain 
from  our vacations in "femmeland" if  we w il l .

VIRGINIA 

«*<e>«<5V «Xc)W(5V vic)W(5V

’’Look, I don! t mind having a TV for an older brother; all I»m asking is !what happens when I get big enough to wear your hand-me-down clothes?1”

mind my barging in like this, but you said it was your TV 
night and my set just blew out a picture tube.”
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I: BACK ON THE BEAM: This issue reaches you
late but not as late as #33. I s in ce re ly  apologize for  
the delays that struck us with the June issue of both 
TVia and the M ir ro r .  The reasons a re  too complicated 
to go into but believe me I did a ll I could but it wasn’t 
enough. P a r t  of it was labor problems with the printer, 
but even s o l  didn’t get the magazine copy to him until  ̂
the day it should have been ready for mailing.

I ce rta in ly  can ’t blame any of you fo r  wondering 
what had happened when your items didn’t come. And 
I don’t mind your w riting to ask. I do mind those who 
w rite  and accuse Thea and m yse lf  of being four-flusher 
of bilking people out of their  money and ’’gloating to 
ou rse lves  as we make out another bank deposit”. Such 
cracks have been made. In the la tter  case I just upped 
and sent back what money he had coming to him. I work 
too hard on this whole thing to have to put up with that. 
If I haven’t proved my honesty and m y dedication to 
this cause by this time I never w ill  and we might as 
w ell ca ll  it quits. C ircum stances have in the past, and 
m ay in the future, put a crim p in my activ it ies  but if 
it is possib le to get TVia and our other publications 
off the p ress  we w ill  ce rta in ly  do so.

II: MY THANKS: In line with the above but on the other 
side of the ledger m ay I take this means of extending
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my rea l deep appreciation to the 10 or a dozen of you 
who took the time to w rite  me notes of encouragement 
and appreciation. It helped me a great deal to know 
that some of my friends fe lt concerned enough to do 
this. I do thank you.

I ll :  THAT NEWSPAPER STORY: As many of you
know, one of the by products of m y divorce and the 
persecution that I am going through was an a r t ic le  in 
one of the Los Angeles papers headed, "He Gives L e c 
tures as She". It a lso  printed m y picture (male) and 
re a l  name, business etc. It mentioned that I published  
TVia, Fated, etc. , etc. This much can be takem as 
good advertising. Although many people I am associated  
with pro fess ion ally  and in a business way saw the 
a rt ic le  and while I am sure that some of the sm a lle r  
minds among them found it n e c e ssa ry  to boost their  
own ego by making snide rem a rk s  about me, on the 
whole everyone has been su rp ris in g ly  nice about it. The 
most general comment was; "well tha tfs your own p r i 
vate business". Since this is the second time that I 
have been "exposed" and since I have "exposed" m yse lf  
to possib ly 5000 men in the S erv ice  Clubs w here I have 
lectured, I was not too concerned fo r  m yse lf.  Of course  
there w ere  parents, son and business assoc ia tes  to be 
concerned about, but ail of them took'it ca lm ly  too. So 
it w asn ’t such an ordeal as many of you might think 
would be the case it it should happen to you. I don’t 
recomment it, but you could stand it, if it happened. 
Anticipation is a lrea d y  g rea te r  than rea lization , whether  
for good or evil.

There was one unfortunate aspect to the a r t ic le  
however. That was the contention that I had an income  
of $2500 a month. If I did I think maybe a l l  this he ll  
I’m going thru would be worth it, but it is not. The 
court appointed auditor who went over a ll (and I do mean
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ail) of m y business and financial transactions and came 
up with a clean b il l  of health fo r  me, that I did not 
make that kind of money and that there was no sub
stance to the charges of concealing community p ro 
p erty . So there  it stands fo r  the time being.

IV: TWO KINDS OF TYPE: You noted in the last
issu e  in this that there a re  two kinds of type being 
used. When our reg u lar  typ ew rite r  was out of our con
t ro l  we had to use another one. We fin a lly  got the 
orig in al one back, but in the meantime decided that 
the borrow ed one made neater, c le a re r ,  m ore legible 
and less  crowded pages, so I have made a switch and 
w il l  use the type you a re  now reading in the future.
This doesnft mean that everything w il l  be in the new 
type face fo r  quite a while , however, as there is a 
considerab le  back log of a lrea d y  typed m a te r ia l  waiting 
fo r  publication, but g radually  this w ill  be used up.

V: WE NEED MATERIAL: The Clipsheet has been
delayed like everything e lse  of course , but #20 w ill  
appear sh o rt ly  a f te r  this issu e  of TVia. However, the 
amount of m a te r ia l  submitted fo r  the Clipsheet is  
fa lling off, so i f  you w ish  it continued please send in 
those item s of in te re s t  that you run a c ro ss .  This is a 
p a rtic u la r  request to those in other countries or in 
the less  populous a re a s  of the U .S . as m a te r ia l  from  
your a re a s  w il l  have been seen by few er people and 
th e re fo re  be m ore  interesting. THE MIRROR too, is 
your publication depending in la rge  m easure  on your 
contributions of le t te rs ,  hints, experiences, etc. I t ‘s 
in te re s t  to you is in d irect  proportion to your interest  
in it.

VI: PUBLICITY FOR THE CAUSE: Those of you
in need of ammunition fo r  telling others about TVism  
m ay find some help in the a r t ic le  I w rote  fo r  the



Magazine of MODERN SEX. It is in the June i s s u e - -  
m arked on the co ver, Volume I #7. It is on pages 36 
to 47 and is titled, "The Love of Feminine Clothing 
by Men" by C. V. P rin ce . I thought Pd let you know 
about it. This is the cu rren t issue on the stands now.

VIII2 MORE PUBLICITY: DonH be su rp r ise d  if  you
find some publicity about me and TVism in your m o r 
ning paper about the f i r s t  of Septem ber. I am going 
to give a report on "390 C ases of T ran svestism " to 
the W estern Divisional meeting of the A m erican  P s y 
chiatric  A ssoc , in Honolulu. This rep o rt  is  based on 
the questionaire which many of you answ ered  about a 
yea r  ago. It w ill  be no su rp r ise  i f  the s to ry  is picked 
up by the science editors and given some play. If it 
is ,  w ell and good, there  could hard ly  be a better forum  
from  which to give it. It w il l  bring the subject out in 
the open with scientific authority behind it, and dignity 
too in view of the occasion.

I do not know whether I w ill  have p e rm iss io n  to 
publish the paper sep ara te ly  since it w il l  go into the 
Journal of the A m erican  P sych ia tr ic  A ssocia tion , but 
i f  it can be done I w ill  run off some m ore  m imeograph  
copies and make them availab le for a sm all sum. The 
paper is 16 pages long with 7 pages of tables so it is 
too much to run in TVia. I am sending about 100 copies 
to the meeting to be handed out to the audience. I hope 
that between this stratagem  and having it published  
that I can re a l ly  make an im p ress ion  as to the re a li ty  
of dual p erson ality  and that one can be a proper woman  
even if one is anatom ically  a m ale. Wish me lu ck --  
this is my big ambition and it is fo r  a l l  of you as w e ll  
as for me. I w ill  give you a report on the event in the 
October issue of TVia.

VIRGINIA

T laawutia
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JicnjyQnj a&tsiAjyn/
FPE OR CONTACT MEMBERS ONLY

NOTICE:  Use of the "Person to Person" c o l u m n  is lim 
i t e d  to me mb e r s  of FPE and to those  w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  form whi c h  w i l l  be sent  on re 
g u e s t .  Address  a l l  answers  to adds ap p e a r i n g  here  to: 
"CONTACT" 4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  Blvd.  Los A n g e l e s  19, C a l i f .
>|< >!<>!< >|o|< y,< jjc >Jc >J< >|c >J< >JoJ< >[< >Jc >Jc jjc >Jo{e s{< 5jc
3 2-S -16  TV aged 42, would like to correspond and 

m eet o thers, eastrn  Penn. So. N. J. PATSY

31-N -l A re  there any other TVs with an ileostomy  
FPE operation want to correspond ? A ll letters  ̂

w ill  be answered. MARY ANNjjc ôjojojojojofc 5jolojo|o5olo|o|o|< >Jo|o{c >{05̂ 5{c ijojojc $}< 5{c
3 0 - S - 4  FP m a rr ie d  to undrstndg wife 26. Like to * 

FPE correspond & m eet other TV's in N. J . and 
m etro . N .Y . a re a . TERRI

>2o!o!< ̂ ¡oiojojojc ¿¡< ̂ ¡c ¿¡o{c >JoJ< ¿¡OjC ){o]c ̂ ¡ojc )jojo$c 3{c >{c 3{c sjc sjc ̂ ¡c }{c }{< sjc 9}c ¿¡c sjojc

H A I R  R E M O \ l t tP E R M A N E N T L Y

B y  E L E C T R O L Y S I S  T H E R M O L Y S I S

FACE - ARMS - LEGS - BODY 
EYEBROWS AND HAIRLINES SHAPED

C o m p l e t e  p r i v a c y  wi th r e s p e c t  
an d u n de r s t a n d i n g  of  s p e c i a l  ne eds  
for t r a n s v e s t i t e s .  Have  many  r e
f e r e n c e *  from s a t i s f i e d  T . V . s .

R o b e v t  +  MarthPRINCE
LICENSED ELECTROLOGISTS 

52 25  WILSHIRE BLVE, c orn er  LA BREA AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 36,  CALIFORNIA 

T e l .  WEbster 9 - 7 6 1 6  
or 9 3 9 - 7 6 1 6
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DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST

" T RANS VESTIA " . . . A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by,  for,  and 
about  men wi th a ’’F e e l i n g  for the F e m i n i n e ” . P u b l i s h 
ed 1 st of e v e n  numbered mont hs  at $4 per c o p y .
” FEMME MIRROR" . . . A 16 page  n e w s l e t t e r  and goss i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  Pub l i s he d  15th of  e a c h  mont h  
at $1 per c o p y .  Ye a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  12 for $ 1 0 .
” CLIPSHEET " . . . News of  t r a n s v e s t i s m and i m p e r s o n a t i o n  
around the worl d.  C l i p p i n g s  s ent  in by readers  for 
scrapbook use.  P u b l i s he d  4 t i me s  a y e a r  at $ 1 . 5  0. per copy  
Year l y  s ubs c r i p t i o n  $5 .
"TV-TALES OF FEMME F I C T I O N " . . .  16 pa g e  short  s t o r i e s  
with Tr a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s he d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  at  
$ 1 . 5 0 .  Ye ar l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $5 .

SEPARATE BOOKS

"THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS WIFE” . . .  A D i s c u s s i o n  
from Both Poi nt s  of  V i e w ” . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 pages  cf l e t t e r s  
from unde r s t a nd i ng  w i v e s .  Wri t t en s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  and
d i r e c t l y  to h e l p  w i v e s  and parent s  u n d e r s t a n d ..............$3 .
"FATED FOR F E M I N I N I T Y " . , .  F a s c i n a t i n g  story of a h i gh  
s c h o o l  boy who wants  to be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and ends up as 
s c h o o l  Beauty Queen and » e v e n t u a l l y  as the  br i de  of  a
b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .  90 p a g e s ,  i l l u s t r a t e d .................................$5 .
"I AM A MALE A C T R E S S " . . .  Reporter  i m p e r s o n a t e s  a star,  
makes  a h i t ,  ge t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s ,  ma r r i e s  
f e m a l e  star,  t hey  l i v e  as s i s t e r s .  100 p a g e s ,  i l l u s .  $5 .  
"THE SCARCITY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES’’ . . .  A 
c o l l e c t i o n  of  5 short  s t or i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  77
p a g e s ,  i l l u s t r a t e d ..................................................................................$5 .
"REVERSE S E X " . . .  C o m p l e t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  
of  the f amous  Par i s i an  p e r s o n a l i t y  COCCINELLE.  120  
pages  of  s tory,  64 pa g e s  of  p i c t u r e s  dres sed and undressed  
to show her r e ma r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  Book i mp o r t e d  from 
E n g l a n d ............................................................................... ........................$ 3 .

"CIRCLE OF S E X " . . .  In i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  and arr
a n g e m e n t  of  the var i ous  m a l e  and f e m a l e  s e x u a l  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  types  around the f a c e  of  an i m a g i n a r y  
c l o c k  s howi ng  the s ubt l e  s pe c t r um of s e x u a l i t y  and g e n 
der from the d o mi n a n t  ma l e  thru the many v a r i a t i o n s  
to the u l t r a - f e m m e  f e m a l e  and back a g a i n ........... $ 2 . 7 5 .
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S P E C I A L  R E D U C E D  R A T E S

Back i s s u e s  o f  T R ANS VE S T I A f r o m #3  to  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  
are  a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 for  $ 2 0 .  S e l e c t  
any  i s s u e s  n e e d e d  to f i l l  out  y o u r  l i b r a r y .

Back i s s u e s  o f  Mi rror  and C l i p s h e e t  ( as  a v a i l a b l e )  
are  o f f e r e d  at  6 for  $3 and m a y  be m i x e d  as d e s i r e d .

MERCHANDISE

SPECIAL B R A . . . H a s  i n f l a t a b l e  p o l y v i n y l  i n s e r t s .  Larges t  
s i z e  a v a i l a b l e  i s  36B i n Bra,  but  i n s e r t s  are r e m o v a b l e  
and c a n  be  p l a c e d  in any  o t h e r  bra of  your  c h o i c e . . .  $5

JELLY K I T . . . S p e c i a l  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  for m a k i n g  the  
j e l l y  used in t he  i n s e r t s ....................................................................... $5

Use  of  t h i s  bra and j e l l y  ki t  m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  a very  
r e a l i s t i c  bus t  t h a t  has  t he  p r o pe r  s i z e ,  w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s  
and m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  bus t .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  d e s c r i b e  
how to  i n s e r t  t he  j e l l y ,  to m a k e  p o s s i b l e  t he  b o u n c e ,  
and to s i m u l a t e  c l e a v a g e .  A r e a l  mus t  for r e a l i s m .

ORDER BLANK
It w i l l  h e l p  i n  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  and a v o i d i n g  errors  i f  y o u  
w i l l  t e a r  out  and use  t h i s  b l a n k  for your  or de r .
To  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s

Box 3 6 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  36 ,  C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e __________________________________________ Co d e  No

A d d r e s s____________________________ C i t y______________ S t a t e_______
I e n c l o s e  $_________ . P l e a s e  send me  t he  f o l l o w i n g  in
a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

_______________________________________________________ $____________

_ $ ____________
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is composed pr imari ly  of mat e r i a l  s ubmi t 
ted by its readers.  Fi c t i on,  ar t i c l e s ,  case  h i s tor i es ,  
poems,  p i c t u r e s - - al l  are w e l c o m e .  The greater the 
variety of mat er i a l  the more i n t eres t i ng  the magaz i ne  
wi l l  be .  Material  is so l i c t e d  for publ i c a t i on  on the 
f o l l owi ng  basis:
1. Al l  printed mat er i a l  of one page or more wi l l  be paid 
for at the rate of $1 per page wiith the e x c e p t i o n  of 
pi ctures .  The Editor must ies&irv6 the right to cut  or 
edi t  submit ted mat er i a l  for s u i t ab i l i t y  and payment  wi l l  
therefore be made on the basis of the f i nal  printed page .  
No payment  wi l l  be made for mat er i a l  l ess than 2 / 3
of a page which wi l l  count  as one page .  Payment  wi l l  be 
made after mat er i a l  appears in print .  Manuscripts  wi l l  
not be bought in advance .
2.  Submit ted mat er i a l  wi l l  not be returned unless  
requested and stamped e nve l ope  provided.
3. Of f - co l or  mat er i a l  wi l l  not be printed and should 
therefore not be s ubmi t t ed.  The Editor reserves  the 
fright to be sole judge of s u i t ab i l i t y  and to edi t  al ter ,  
de l e t e  or refuse mat er i a l  when i t  is deemed to be in 
the best  interest  of the ma g a z i n e .

***********
PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND RHP LIES

To protect  the magaz i ne  and its subscribers from 
the care l ess ,  thought l ess  or f ool i sh acts of a few it 
is necessary to l i mi t  the correspondence  servi ce  to 
those who have been on the subscript ion l i s t  for a t i me  
and who have been s creened.  If you wish to use this  
servi ce  ask for the personal  i nf ormat i on form.  Return 
i t  with the $5 regi s trat ion f e e .  If ac c e pt e d  this $5 
becomes  advance payment  for ads ($2) or answers ($1) 
at regular rates .  Member of Phi Pi Epsi lon need no 
further appl i cat i on and may use the servi ce  by paying  
the regular rates .

Ads for GOODS AND SERVICES also a c c e pt e d ,  ask for
rates
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