


The Intent and Purpose of Transvestia

ENTERTAINMENT - EDUCATION - EXPRESSION
TRANSVESTIA id published by, for and about Transvestites for 
the purpose of providing a center about which people interested 
in the field may gather* Its pages will provide Entertainment 
for the initiated; Education for those who see evil where none 
exists; and Expression of opinion both lay and professional, 
Disoussion, sharing ideas and experiences all lead to greater 
understanding of any facet of human behaviour.
TRANSVESTIA seeks to provide information both to and about 
Transvestites and Transvestism in order to broaden the under­
standing of this form of personality expression, not only among 
those interested in it, but by friends and relatives who may 
find themselves indirectly involved,
TRANSVESTIA also serves as a means of gathering information as 
well as disseminating it. Medioal science has no adequate means 
of contacting and interviewing enough Transvestites who are re- 
sonably well adjusted to their problem and not complicated by 
other psyoho-sooial behaviour patterns to form any well con­
sidered opinions about the subject. This magasine has and 
will continue to provide research material to further the under­
standing of Transvestism by psychiatrists, psychologists, soc­
iologists, lawyers, jurists and polioe officials
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But unhappiness, loneliness and fear have too long been the lot 
of the Transvestite. It is to be hoped that TRANSVESTIA oan 
help through knowledge to bring understanding and happiness.

*** «**

"When you make the two one,,,,.and when you make the MALE AND 
THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE— then shall you enter the Kingdom."

The above is a "saying of Jesus" 
from the "Gospel According to Thomas,"
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Through The Looking Glass
by Gl o r i a  ( 3 8 - A - l )

I gues s  my s t o r y  is d i f f e r e n t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t r u e  to t he  
" p a t t e r n ” l a i d  down  by P s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  no o t h e r  TV t h a t  
I know f o l l o w s  t h i s  p a t t e r n  a t  a l l .  I wore  d r e s s e s  t i l l  t h r e e  or four  
y e a r s  o l d ,  my h a i r  i n  l o n g  c u r l s  t i l l  six and  one h a l f  y e a r s  o l d .  But,  
so d i d  h a l f  t he  i n f a n t  boys  of t h a t  p e r i o d .  I wor e  " s i s s y "  Bus ter  
Brown h a t s  and s u i t s  ( p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  a " b a d  b o y "  c o m i c  s t r i p ) ,  b u t  so 
d i d  m a n y  o t h e r  boys  i n  our  s m a l l  t o w n .  And,  I f i n d  t h a t  I h a v e  a l ­
m o s t  no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a l l  t h i s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  I d i d  n o t  know w h e t h e r  I 
was a boy  or a g i r l ,  n o b o d y  t o l d  me!

I r e m e m b e r  my n e i g h b o r  and  p l a y m a t e ,  w i t h  h i s  s t r a i g h t  " d u t c h  
b o b "  he  m a d e  a p e r f e c t  Bus t e r  Brown,  w h i l e  my own " n a t u r a l l y  c u r l y "  
h a i r  d i d  n o t  m a k e  for  p e r f e c t i o n .  My l i t t l e  f r i e n d  s u c c u m b e d  to 
" i n f a n t i l e  p a r a l y s i s "  a t  f i v e ,  I r e m e m b e r  h i m  i n  hi s  b e a u t i f u l  c a s k e t ,
I c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  d e a t h .  I r e m e m b e r  my m o t h e r  c o m b i n g  my 
c u r l s  wi t h  r e s u l t i n g  p a i n ,  h e r  t w i s t i n g  t he  h a i r  a r o u n d  h e r  f i n g e r  to 
f a l l  i n  a p e r f e c t  c u r l ,  my g e t t i n g  t h e m  c a u g h t  in t h e  b e l t  of t h e  old 
t r e a d l e  s e w i n g  m a c h i n e ,  and  m o s t  v i v i d l y  of a l l  t he  t r i p  to  t he  b a r b e r  
w h e r e  I was s ho r n  of my l o n g  c u r l s  m i d s t  t e a r s  and  c r i e s  of p r o t e s t .
Eac h  A u n t i e  r e c e i v e d  a c u r l ,  t h e  f o r e l o c k  w i t h  i t s  w h i t e  r i b b o n  i n t a c t ,  
j o i n e d  m o t h e r ’s k e e p s a k e s ,  I h a v e  i t  t o d a y ,  as so f t  and s i l k y  and as 
p e r f e c t l y  c u r l e d  as i t  was  t h a t  f a t e f u l  day  f i f t y  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o .

I n e v e r  h a d  m a n y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  w h i l e  g r o w i n g  up t h r o u g h  t he  f i r s t  
six g r a d e s  of  s c h o o l ,  and  no g i r l  p l a y m a t e s  w h a t e v e r .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  
I was shy a r o u n d  g i r l s ,  s p e e c h l e s s  and b a s h f u l  to t he  n t h  d e g r e e .  But 
I a l w a y s  e n v i e d  t h e m  t h e i r  p r e t t y  f r o c k s ,  t h e i r  l i g h t h e a r t e d  c a m e r a d i e ,  
t h e i r  s k i p p i n g  g a m e s ,  j a c k s  and  p l a y i n g  h o u s e ,  a l l  of w h i c h  we r e  d e ­
n i e d  me  as a b o y .  I t h i n k ,  f r o m my e a r l i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I wou l d  
h a v e  m u c h  p r e f e r r e d  b e i n g  a g i r l .

Dad was  a " l a n d  s a l e s m a n "  in my y o u t h .  One of  a g r o u p  who t ook  
r a i l  c a r s  of l o c a l  f a r m e r s  ( a l l  f a r m e r s  we r e  r i c h  i n  t h o s e  days )  to f a r  
away  New M e x i c o ,  t h e  T e x a s  P a n h a n d l e ,  M i s s o u r i ,  t he  D a k o t a s ,  F l o r i d a  
and  e v e n  up t o  S t a r b u c k ,  C a n a d a ,  s e l l i n g  t h a t  new l a n d  in l a r g e  t r a c t s .  
M o t h e r  and  we boys  (I  h a d  one  b a b y  b r o t h e r  now)  f o l l o w e d  in  t hos e  
p r i m i t i v e  t r a i n s ,  s t o p p i n g  a t  t h o s e  e a r l y  day  r a i l r o a d  r e s t a u r a n t s  and 
h o t e l s .  N a t u r a l l y  I c h a n g e d  s c h o o l s  o f t e n ,  and  d i d  n o t  m a k e  m a n y
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fas t  f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  p r o c e s s  e n t a i l i n g  m a n y  f i s t - f i g h t s  to p r o v e  my w o r t h ­
i ne s s .  So I g rew up shy and i n t r o v e r t e d ,  I h a d  p l a y m a t e s  on l y  in my 
dre a m s .

At t en ,  t wo boy  p l a y m a t e s  and  my b r o t h e r  and  I d i s c o v e r e d  an old 
t runk f u l l  of  m o t h e r ’s old t h i n g s ,  and  we " d r e s s e d  u p " .  I was t h e  
m a m a ,  in a l o n g  s k i r t e d  b l a c k  s i l k  d r e s s .  My b r o t h e r  t he  b a b y  in  one 
of my f o r m e r  r ed d r e s s e s  ( t r i m m e d  wi t h  w h i t e  r i c - r a c )  t h a t  I d i m l y  
r e m e m b e r e d  w e a r i n g .  Th i s  e x p e r i e n c e  l e f t  a l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n .  I 
had my f i r s t  r e m e m b e r e d  s e x u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n .

N o t h i n g  e l s e  m e m o r a b l e  o c c u r r e d  ’ t i l  my J u n i o r  y e a r  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  
( o t h e r  t h a n  an o c c a s i o n a l  a t t e m p t  to d r e s s  i n  m o t h e r ’s t h i n g s  w h i c h  
were  mu c h  t oo  s m a l l  by n o w) .  T h e n  I t o o k  t h e  p a r t  of a F r e n c h  d o c t o r  
in a w a r - t i m e  s k i t  pu t  on by our  c l a s s  in  s c h o o l  ( i t  was now 19 1 7 ,  and 
we we re  a t  w a r ) .  Many  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  r e m a r k e d  " how g r a c e f u l "  
I was (a d o u b t f u l  c o m p l e m e n t  for  a 17 y e a r  old b o y ) ,  b u t  one  w h i c h  
m a d e  me  r e a l i z e  for  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I was d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  o t h e r  
f a rm boys  i n  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h i s  t h o u g h t  was to  d i s t u r b  me  for  m a n y ,  
ma n y  y e a r s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  my e v e r  p r e s e n t  d e s i r e  to don w o m e n ’s 
c l o t h i n g ,  a d e s i r e  f r u s t r a t e d  by the  l a c k  of t h i n g s  my s i z e  and  t he  
l a c k  of o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w h i c h  di d  not  m a k e  t he  l o n g i n g  l e s s .

In t he  s u m m e r  of  1918  I t r i e d  to e n l i s t ,  f i r s t  in t h e  Ai r  Cor ps  and  
t h e n  in t h e  Navy bu t  was r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  of my h e i g h t  ( 6 ' 1 "  and 
169 l b s . ) ,  and e n r o l l e d  i n  a s m a l l  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  T w i n  C i t i e s  i n s t e a d ,  
h a v i n g  a six m o n t h  s c h o l a r s h i p .  W o u l d n ' t  you  know,  t h e y  p u t  us a l l  
i n  t he  Ar my ,  t r a i n i n g  as o f f i c e r s  t o  r e p l a c e  t he  v a s t  n u m b e r  of s e c o n d  
l i e u t e n a n t s  who d i e d  as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  p o p u l a r  G . I .  s p o r t  of s h o o t i n g  
t h e m  in t he  b a c k  i n  a c t i o n .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  Armi s t i ce  s p a r e d  me t h i s  
f a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  we n e v e r  h a d  a u n i f o r m  or a b a r r a c k s  for  six we e k s ,  
and d r ew Army p a y .  Our  e v e n i n g s  w e r e  our  own,  and  my b u d d y  and  I 
did no t  mi ss  a v a u d e v i l l e  show d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .  I was  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  
by t h e  n u m e r o u s  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  a c t s  w h i c h  w e r e  on n e a r l y  e v e r y  
b i l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  in  w h i c h  t he  " g i r l "  was a p r e t t y  boy  l a v i s h l y  
g o w n e d .  Mos t  we r e  t h e  " c o m i c "  t y p e  t h o u g h ,  f u n n y  b u t  n o t  t o o  i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  for  m e .  I saw m o s t  of t he  b i g  n a m e s  of t he  t i m e ,  m a n y  who 
l a t e r  b e c a m e  f a m o u s  in  t he  m o v i e s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  Of c o u r s e  I was 
i m p r e s s e d  and t h r i l l e d  b e y o n d  words  by t h e s e  g o r g e o u s  " g i r l s "  b u t  was 
p o w e r l e s s  to i m i t a t e  t h e i r  r o l e s  e v e n  i f  I h a d  d a r e d  t r y .  I n s t e a d  I 
wor ke d  h a r d  and l o n g  for  t he  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s ,  to t h e  p o i n t  of  e x h a u s t ­
i on ,  t r y i n g  to s uppr e s s  t h i s  c o m p e l l i n g  d e s i r e  w h i c h  I d i d  n o t  u n d e r ­
s t an d  and of wh i c h  I was so a s h a m e d .

So p a s s e d  t h e  n e x t  t en  y e a r s ,  I wo r k e d  as a g r a y  i r o n  m o u l d e r  t o
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f i n a n c e  a b u s i n e s s  c o u r s e  and  a h o m e  s t u d y  c o u r s e  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
t h e n  wo r k e d  as a c a r p e n t e r  to p r e p a r e  m y s e l f  for  my c h o s e n  p r o f e s s i o n ,  
t h a t  of  a b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t o r .  I h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  a f i n e  l i n e  of  e q u i p ­
m e n t ,  a l o v e l y  h o m e  and  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  in  t h e  b a n k  wh e n  I m e t  and  
m a r r i e d  a l o v e l y  g i r l  s o me  t e n  y e a r s  my j u n i o r .  We w e r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  
two l o v e l y  d a u g h t e r s ,  and t h o u g h  my l o v e l y  wi f e  p r o v e d  to be  f a n a t i c ­
a l l y  f r i g i d ,  our  m a r r i a g e  l a s t e d  for  t e n  h e c t i c  y e a r s ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I 
had  s t a r t e d  in t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  and  h a d  f i n a l l y  b e c o m e  a 
p r a c t i c i n g  t r a n s v e s t i t e .

A c o u p l e  c a m e  to our  t o wn  and p r o m o t e d  a " m o c k  w e d d i n g "  h e l d  
in t he  h i g h  s ch o o l  gym as a h o s p i t a l  b e n e f i t .  I was  n o t  in t h e  c a s t ,  
bu t  my b e s t  f r i e n d  was and  go t  g l o r i o u s l y  d r u n k  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  s how.  
His a u n t  h ad  d o l l e d  h i m  to p e r f e c t i o n ,  he  was  g o r g e o u s  and  I was  a l ­
mo s t  o v e r c o m e  wi t h  e x c i t e m e n t  upon  s e e i n g  h i m  i n  a l l  t h a t  f i n e r y .
T h e  v e r y  n e x t  w e e k  t he  s p r i n g  m a i l  o r d e r  c a t a l o g  a r r i v e d ,  and  m i r a c l e  
of m i r a c l e s ,  t h e y  showed  f i v e  d r e s s e s  and a t a i l o r e d  s u i t  i n  " T a l l  G a l s "  
s t y l e s ,  a l o n g  wi t h  s l i ps ,  ho s e  and s i z e  1 0  s h o e s .  I l o s t  no t i m e  i n  
o r d e r i n g  a b l a c k  c r e p e  d ress  wi t h  a j e w e l r y  n e c k l i n e ,  a s l i p ,  g i r d l e ,  
hos e  and  b l a c k  p a t e n t  a n k l e  s t r a p  h e e l s .  I o r d e r e d  a wi g  f r o m New 
York f r om an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  B i l l b o a r d ,  m a k e u p  I g a r n e r e d  f r o m t h e  
d i m e  s t o r e  and my w i f e ’s s u r p l u s  ( s he  h ad  g o n e  on one  of h e r  m o n t h  
l on g  v i s i t s  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ) .  F i n a l l y  t h e  t h i n g s  a r r i v e d .  T y p i c a l l y  I 
w a i t e d  for  e v e r y t h i n g  b e f o r e  e v e n  t r y i n g  t h e m  on.  At l a s t  t h e  f a t e f u l  
day  c a m e .

I t  was S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  t he  f a c t o r y  was c l o s e d ,  I was a l o n e  
wi t h  my t r e a s u r e s .  I se t  a l o n g  m i r r o r  a g a i n s t  a p o s t  and r e t i r e d  to 
my p r i v a t e  o f f i c e ,  s h o w e r e d  and  s t a r t e d  t o  d r e s s .  I l a i d  ou t  t h e  l o v e l y  
t h i n g s  on my des k  and s t a r t e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  s a m e  r o u t i n e  t h a t  I use 
t o d a y ,  f i r s t  t h e  b r a  and f a l s i e s ,  t h e n  t h e  g i r d l e  ( w i t h  a l a r g e  t o w e l  
for  h i p  a c c e n t ) ,  t h e  ho s e  and  s h o e s .  T h e n  t h e  m a k e u p  and  j e w e l r y  
and f i n a l l y  t h a t  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  a c c e s s o r y  of a l l ,  t he  l o v e l y  a n d  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  h a i r  p i e c e .  I r e c a l l  t h i n k i n g  " how f a m i l i a r  a l l  t h i s  i s ,  i t  
is as i f  I h a d  d o n e  i t  a l l  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  I was e m e r g i n g  i n t o  an i d e n t i t y  
t h a t  I was m e a n t  for ,  i t  was so t h r i l l i n g l y  n a t u r a l .  I h a v e  h a d  t h i s  
f e e l i n g  so m a n y  t i m e s  s i n c e ,  a w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  of r e a l i z a t i o n ,  of 
f i n a l l y  m e e t i n g  and j o i n i n g  my t r u e  s e l f .

I e x a m i n e d  m y s e l f  i n  t he  s m a l l  b a t h r o o m  m i r r o r  and  s t e p p e d  i n t o  
t he  l a r g e  a s s e m b l y  r o o m of t h e  f a c t o r y ,  and w a l k e d  r a p i d l y  t o w a r d  
t he  u p r i g h t  m i r r o r  a h e a d .  N e v e r  a g a i n  w i l l  I h a v e  such  a t h r i l l i n g  
t h r i l l !  Al l  t he  y e a r s  of  d e s i r e ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  l o n g i n g  c u l m i n a t e d  r i g h t  
h e r e .  I w e n t  c l i c k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c e m e n t  i n  my h i g h  h e e l s  t h r i l l i n g  to  
t he  u n f a m i l i a r  r e s t r a i n t  of  my t i g h t l y  d r a w n  h o s e ,  t he  c o n f i n e  of my
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g i r d l e ,  t h e  l o v e l y  swish of my t a f f e t a  s l i p ,  and  the  g l o r i o u s  f e e l  of 
my new f ound  h a i r  as i t  b o u n c e d  and s wa y e d  a g a i n s t  my s h o u l d e r s  as I 
w a l k e d .  I n e a r e d  t h e  ’’L o o k i n g  G l a s s ” and b e h e l d  a g l a m o u r o u s l y  t a l l  
and  r a d i a n t  ’’g i r l ” , w i t h  a j o y o u s  s m i l e  i n  h e r  c o q u e t t i s h  e y e s  as she 
p i r o u e t t e d  wi t h  f l y i n g  s k i r t s .  I t h e n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I h a d  w a l k e d  r i g h t  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  ’’l o o k i n g  g l a s s ” , r i g h t  i n t o  ’’n e v e r - n e v e r  l a n d ” , t h a t  my 
l i f e  wo u l d  n e v e r  be  t h e  j a m e  a g a i n ,  t h a t  I was ’’h o o k e d ” b u t  good ,  
and t h a t  t h e r e  n e v e r  wo u l d  be  r e g r e t .  I h ad  f ound  w h a t  I was l o o k i n g  
for ,  my s e a r c h  was  f i n a l l y  e n d e d .  T h a t  n i g h t  I s p e n t  my 38 t h  b i r t h ­
day  wi t h  my n e w l y  f o und  t wi n  wh o m I t h e n  n a m e d  G l o r i a .  Wha t  wou l d  
h a v e  b e e n  a v e r y  l on e l y  t i m e  b e c a m e  a m o s t  j o y o u s  o n e .

E v e n t s  f o l l o w e d  i n  r a p i d  s u c c e s s i o n .  Wor l d  War  Two  was on in 
E u r o p e ,  we we r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of  ’’ Lend L e a s e ” , my p r o d u c t  was c l a s s e d  
as a l u x u r y  and m a t e r i a l s  we r e  h a r d  to c o m e  b y .  I f ound  m y s e l f  u n ­
a b l e  to c o n t i n u e  s i n c e  a c o n v e r s i o n  to  war  work was i m p o s s i b l e .  I 
l i q u i d a t e d  my b u s i n e s s  a t  a f r a c t i o n  of i t s  wor t h  and  t o o k  a j o b  wi t h  a 
c o m p e t i t o r  i n  t h e  Eas t  who di d  h a v e  a war  c o n t r a c t .  My wi f e  f i g u r e d  
t h a t  I was " f i n i s h e d ” and s ued  for  d i v o r c e ,  t h e  f o u r t h  t i m e  i n  t e n  
y e a r s .  ( Sh e  n e v e r  knew of  my " h o b b y ” ) .  I f ound  m y s e l f  r o a m i n g  t he  
c o u n t r y ,  d r i f t i n g  f r o m j o b  to j o b ,  t o wn  to t own ,  w o r k i n g  a t  my t r a d e  
of e n g i n e e r ,  i n  s h i p - b u i l d i n g ,  a i r c r a f t ,  and  a f t e r  J a p a n  s u r r e n d e r e d ,  
i n  f a r m  m a c h i n e r y .  A f t e r  G e r m a n y  c o l l a p s e d  and m a t e r i a l s  we r e  a g a i n  
a v a i l a b l e  I r e v i v e d  my f o r m e r  b u s i n e s s .  For  s e v e n  y e a r s  I had  c a r r ­
i ed  G l o r i a  i n  t wo l o c k e d  s u i t c a s e s ,  f r o m j o b  to j o b ,  p l a c e  to p l a c e ,  
d r a g g i n g  ou t  t h e  sad l o o k i n g ,  b a d l y  w r i n k l e d  t h i n g s  whe n  t h e  u r ge  b e ­
c a m e  u n b e a r a b l e .

T h e n  I m e t  wi f e  #2 ,  a c u r v a c i o u s  b l o n d e  d i v o r c e e ,  I r i sh  as P a d d y ’s 
P i g ,  wi t h  a d i s p o s i t i o n  and  t e m p e r  t o  m a t c h .  So p a s s e d  s e v e n  m o r e  
h e c t i c  b u t  n e v e r  d u l l  y e a r s ,  s e v e n  s e p a r a t i o n s ,  f i v e  d i v o r c e  a c t i o n s  
s t a r t e d .  My b u s i n e s s  h a d  p r o s p e r e d  a f t e r  a bad  s t a r t  and I was s u d d e n ­
ly a w e a l t h y  m a n .  My s w e e t i e  p r i e d  t he  l o c k s  f r om my s u i t c a s e s ,  
d r a g g e d  out  t h e  b a d l y  w r i n k l e d  and m i l d e w e d  ( a n d  now out  of s t y l e )  
t h i n g s  and  c o n f r o n t e d  me  w i t h  t h e m .  I t o l d  h e r  my s t o ry ,  an e x p e r ­
i e n c e  I d o n ’t c a r e  to h a v e  e v e r  a g a i n .  A k i n d  of a r m e d  t r u c e  b e g a n ,  
w i t h  m y s e l f  on t he  d e f e n s i v e .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  six y e a r s  of  m a r r i a g e ,  she 
s e e m e d  t o  b e c o m e  s u d d e n l y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b r o u g h t  h o m e  a b l a c k  s a t i n  
n i g h t i e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  I w e a r  i t ,  f o l l o w e d  by t wo  p a i r s  of h i g h  
h e e l e d  s hoes ,  and d r e s s e s  as she c o u l d  f i nd  t h e m ,  we p u r c h a s e d  a wig 
on one  of our  v i s i t s  t o  C h i c a g o .  I was o v e r j o y e d  a t  t h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  and m a d e  t he  m o s t  of  t h i s  g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y .  Ho we v e r ,  
my j oy  was s h o r t  l i v e d ,  my d a r l i n g  h a d  g o t t e n  f a t  and sassy,  and 
l a c k i n g  g r o u n d s  for  d i v o r c e  h a d  d e c i d e d  to use my h o b b y  to b l a c k m a i l  
me  i n t o  g i v i n g  up e v e r y t h i n g  I h a d .  She i n v i t e d  h e r  f a m i l y  and
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f r i ends  in to see  my w a r d r o b e  of  f e m i n i n e  t h i n g s ,  t o l d  e v e r y b o d y  who 
would l i s t e n  a b o u t  my p r o c l i v i t y ,  b u i l d i n g  up,  I t h i n k ,  t o  h a v i n g  m e  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  an i n s t i t u t i o n  as b e i n g  i n s a n e .  I was s p a r e d  t h i s  f a t e  
by her  a t t o r n e y  h a v i n g  s o me  s m a l l  c o n s c i e n c e .  I p r u d e n t l y  l e f t  t h e  
s t a t e  for  a t i m e  and a d i v o r c e  was f i n a l l y  g r a n t e d .  T h u s  e n d e d  a n ­
other  e p i s o d e  in  my l i f e .

We a r e  s t i l l  f r i e n d s ,  s t r a n g e  as i t  m a y  s e e m .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  h a t e  
one who was so d e a r  to m e .  She now s ends  g i f t s  of  fur s  and  b i t s  of 
j e w e l r y  t o  he r  ’’ s i s t e r  G l o r i a " .  I j u s t  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  l o v e l y  "Ei f cenberg"  
e a r r i n g s  for  C h r i s t m a s .  I r e t u r n e d  t h e  c o m p l i m e n t  w i t h  a s e t  of  
S t u d i o  p o r t r a i t s  l i k e  t h o s e  s hown h e r e  ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e d  a d ­
v a n c e  a l i m o n y  c h e c k ) .

Now I was t h r o u g h  w i t h  d a m e s  f o r e v e r ,  no f o o l i n g !  I t h r e w  m y s e l f  
i n t o  my work ,  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  one f a c t o r y  t o  t h r e e  w i t h  a r e s u l t i n g  
i n c r e a s e  of i n c o m e ,  I t r a v e l e d  a l o t  c a r i n g  for  my b u s i n e s s .  T h e n ,  
one n i g h t  in C h i c a g o ,  I s t o p p e d  i n t o  a " S h o w b a r ” f e a t u r i n g  g i r l  s i n g ­
ers ,  j u s t  for  a c r e m e  de m e n t h e  a f t e r  a h e a v y  m e a l .  T h e r e  I m e t  a 
l o v e l y  g i r l ,  one  of t h e  e n t e r t a i n e r s  whos e  s i n g i n g  I m u c h  a d m i r e d ,  we 
b e c a m e  a c q u a i n t e d ,  I m e t  h e r  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  we e  s m a l l  h o u r s .  On 
s u c c e e d i n g  v i s i t s  I r e n e w e d  our  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  i t  b l o s s o m e d  i n t o  l o v e ,  
a wi l d  k i nd  of h i g h - s c h o o l  t y p e  r o m a n c e ,  unc  o m p r e h e n s a b l e  to me  
s i n c e  she was j u s t  h a l f  my a g e .  Ra i s ed  i n  a s m a l l  t o wn ,  w i n n i n g  
a m a t e u r  c o n t e s t s  l ed  t o  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  whos e  g l a m o u r  h a d  p a l e d .  
She w a n t e d  a h o m e  and  a h u s b a n d  a w a y  f r o m t h e  c i t y ,  e v e n  w i t h  a 
’’t r a v e l i n g  s a l e s m a n "  wh i c h  I t o l d  h e r  I wa s .

I p l a y e d  i t  s a f e  t h i s  t i m e ,  t o l d  h e r  a b o u t  my  ’’ t w i n " , G l o r i a .
Showed  h e r  p i c t u r e s ,  s p a r i n g  no d e t a i l s .  She  r a t h e r  l i k e d  t h e  i d e a ,  
i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  and d i f f e r e n t ,  she h ad  wo r k e d  w i t h  f e m a l e  i m p e r ­
s o n a t o r s  b o t h  s q u a r e  and  gay  and  f e l t  she  u n d e r s t o o d .  So we we r e  
m a r r i e d ,  and h a v e  e n j o y e d  six w o n d e r f u l  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r .

G l o r i a  h a d  t h e  run  of t h e  h o u s e ,  h e r  own r o o m  w i t h  b a t h  and  w a r d ­
robe ,  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wi f e  who r e a d s  a b o o k  and  p o p p e d  h e r  gu m 
w h i l e  G l o r i a  s wi s hes !  Ye t ,  s o m e t h i n g  was l a c k i n g .

T h e n  one day  I n o t i c e d  a s m a l l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  a q u a s i - m e  d i e  a l  
p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  I h a d  t a k e n  for  y e a r s  for  t h e  a r t i c l e s  on t r a n s v e s t i s m .  
"A p r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d  m a g a z i n e  for  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  was  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  
on t he  West  C o a s t " .  I l o s t  no t i m e  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  and  r e c e i v ­
ed i s s ues  1 , 2 ,  and 3 of T r a n s v e s t i a ,  and  s t a r t e d  a r u n n i n g  c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n c e  wi t h  one who was  to  b e c o m e  a v a l u e d  and  t r u s t e d  f r i e n d ,  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  t h e  e d i t o r .  So a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r  of  my  l i f e  b e g a n  to u n f o l d .
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On a b u s i n e s s  t r i p  to t h e  c o a s t  I m e t  V i r g i n i a ,  my  f i r s t  TV ( r e a l l y  
u n b e l i e v a b l e )  and h e r  s p o u s e ,  who h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  so m u c h  i n  t i m e  
and m o n e y  and yes ,  r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  to h e l p i n g  we p o o r  
m i x e d  up,  f r i g h t e n e d  and  l o n e l y  p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r s e l v e s .  My wife 
and I h a v e  s i n c e  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y  and  f r i e n d s h i p  w h i l e  ou t  
t h e r e ,  and  c o u n t  t h e m  b o t h  a m o n g  our  m o s t  v a l u e d  f r i e n d s .

A s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  i n  New York ,  I m e t  t h e  i n c o m p a r a b l e  
S u s a n n a ,  h a v i n g  d i n n e r  w i t h  h e r  and  h e r  l o v e l y  s p o u s e ,  M a r i e .  T h e  
n e x t  e v e n i n g  we w e n t  to t h e i r  l o v e l y  a p a r t m e n t ,  an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  e x ­
p e r i e n c e ,  my f i r s t  t i m e  d r e s s e d  in f r o n t  of o t h e r s  t h a n  my w i f e .  An 
e x p e r i e n c e  n o t  a t  a l l  as I h a d  i m a g i n e d ,  j u s t  a l o v e l y  e v e n i n g  wi t h  
t wo o t h e r  " g i r l s "  (I m e t  G a i l  t h e r e ) ,  c h a t t i n g  g i r l  t a l k ,  c h a n g i n g  
d r e s se s  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  e n j o y i n g  Mar i e s *  w o n d e r f u l  c o o k i n g  and  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  h o s p i t a l i t y .  I h a v e  s i n c e  m e t  m a n y  m o r e  of  our  g i r l s  and 
f i nd  t h e m  a l l  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e .

I do n o t  go " o u t  on t he  t o w n "  e x c e p t  t o  s uch  g a t h e r i n g s ,  s i n c e  I 
am 63 y e a r s  o l d ,  6* 4"  ( p l u s  h e e l s )  and  225 l b s .  and I p r e s e n t  q u i t e  a 
l o t  of  " w o m a n "  to  t h e  e y e .  I h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  and  h a v e  
e i g h t  g r a n d s o n s  by t h i s  t i m e .  My o n l y  r e g r e t  a b o u t  t h e  wh o l e  t h i n g  
is t h a t  I m i s s e d  my g i r l h o o d  t h r o u g h  f e a r  and  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I 
owe so m u c h  as do we a l l ,  t o our  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  c r u s a d i n g  f r i e n d ,  
our  e d i t o r e s s ,  of  T R A N S V E S T I A ................... THANK YOU VIRGI NIA!
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Tall Tales
by Garlene (25-J-l)

I t ' s  a l l  o v e r  now,  b u t  a s  I g a z e  upon  my handsome t r o p h y  g r a c ­
i n g  my m a n t l e p i e c e ,  I c a n ' t  h e l p  r e m i n s c i n g .

My a d v e n t u r e  s t a r t e d  l i k e  t h i s .  I was a t t e n d i n g  a  T a l l  C lubs  
C o n v e n t i o n  i n  M iami ,  and was s u n n i n g  m y s e l f  on t h e  b e a c h ,  when I n o t ­
i c e d  a  b e a u t i f u l  d a m s e l  s t a r i n g  a t  me. W hi le  I was g e t t i n g  some r e ­
f r e s h m e n t s  a t  t h e  R o o t  B e e r  S t a n d ,  she  came up and i n t r o d u c e d  h e r s e l f .  
Her name was E d w in a ,  and  I c o u l d  t e l l  by t h e  t o n e  o f  h e r  v o i c e  t h a t  
she  was a  d o m i n a t i n g  p e r s o n  and u s u a l l y  g o t  w h a t  she  w a n t e d .

We made a  d i n n e r  d a t e  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and  o v e r  o u r  c o c k t a i l s ,  
she  e x p l a i n e d  h e r  p l a n s  c o n c e r n i n g  me. I t  seemed t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e ­
v i o u s  c o n v e n t i o n  she  had had t h e  b e a u t y  queen  t i t l e  p r a c t i c a l l y  
sewed u p ,  b u t  due t o  some c r o o k e d  j u d g e s  and b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  s h i n -  
a n i g a n s ,  she  l o s t  t h e  t i t l e  t o  a n o t h e r  g i r l .  S in c e  t h a t  t im e  she 
had  e v o l v e d  a  p l a n  o f  r e v e n g e ,  n e e d i n g  o n l y  t h e  r i g h t  p e r s o n  t o  
c a r r y  i t  o u t .  As she  o u t l i n e d  h e r  p l a n  my e y e s  grew wide w i t h  won­
d e r m e n t ,  and I s t a r t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  t a b l e  s a y i n g  t h a t  s h e ' d  p i c k e d  
t h e  wrong b o y .  However  she  s a i d  " S i t  down l o v e r  b o y ,  you m ig h t  n o t  
know i t  b u t  y o u ' r e  j u s t  t h e  man f o r  t h e  j o b . "  S o m e th in g  was so com­
p e l l i n g  a b o u t  h e r  t h a t  I m eek ly  s a t  back  down a t  t h e  t a b l e .  Her 
p l a n  was t o  d r e s s  me up and e n t e r  me in  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  h o p i n g  t o  win 
i t .  I  d i d  n o t  move a s  she  w e n t  on ,  b e i n g  by now c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r  
h e r  s p e l l .

B r i e f l y ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  c a u s e d  h e r  t o  c h o o s e  me 
a r e  t h a t  I am w e l l  above  a v e r a g e  h e i g h t ,  b u t  am t h i n  and my f e a t u r e s  
h av e  a  d e f i n i t e  f e m i n i n e  c a s t .  I t  was t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  c a u s e d  
h e r  t o  ch o o s e  me f o r  t h e  r o l e .  I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t im e  I had 
worn w om en 's  o l o t h i n g  was d u r i n g  some c o l l e g e  t h e a t r i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n s .  
She s a i d  t h a t  was s o m e t h i n g  t o  work w i t h ,  b u t  t h a t  we would  have t o  
work v e r y  h a r d  t o  win  t h e  c o n t e s t .  She g av e  me t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  h e r  
a p a r t m e n t  and  t o l d  me t o  r e p o r t  t h e r e  b r i g h t  and e a r l y  a t  s i x  a .m .  
t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .

As I l a y  i n  my bed t h a t  n i g h t ,  I t r i e d  t o  a c t  c a s u a l  a b o u t  t h e  
w h o le  t h i n g ,  b u t  I c o u l d  n o t  r e p r e s s  a  s h i v e r  up my s p i n e .  W o u l d n ' t  
i t  be w o n d e r f u l  i f  we c o u l d  p u l l  i t  o f f  and  w i t h  t h i s  t h o u g h t  I
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turned over and went to sleep
The a l a r m  c l o c k  r u d e l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  my s l u m b e r  a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  

h o u r  and I r o l l e d  o u t  o f  my bed i n  a  t r a n c e ,  I n  a  few m i n u t e s  I 
r e a l i z e d  w ha t  I was d o i n g  up a t  t h i s  e a r l y  h o u r  and I f e v e r i s h l y  p u t  
on my c l o t h e s ,  ho pped  i n  my c a r  and made i t  o v e r  t o  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  
j u s t  i n  t i m e .  She u s h e r e d  me i n t o  h e r  a p a r t m e n t ,  h an d e d  me a  cup o f  
c o f f e e  and s a i d ,  "You 'd  b e t t e r  e n j o y  y o u r  c o f f e e  b e c a u s e  we h av e  a  
busy  day ah e a d  o f  u s . "  A f t e r  I ' d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  c o f f e e  she  s a i d ,  "Go 
i n t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m ,  t a k e  o f f  y o u r  c l o t h e s  and s h av e  y o u r  e n t i r e  body 
w i t h  my r a z o r ,  wh ich  y o u ' l l  f i n d  i n  t h e r e . "  I w en t  i n  t h e  b a t h r o o m ,  
t o o k  o f f  my c l o t h e s  a s  she  had o r d e r e d ,  and s t a r t e d  s h a v i n g  o f f  a l l  
my body h a i r .  When I had j u s t  a b o u t  f i n i s h e d  I h a p p e n e d  t o  g l a n c e  
a t  my s h a v e n ,  l e g s .  How p r e t t y  t h e y  we re  w i t h  a l l  t h e  h a i r  r e m o v e d .  
I c o u l d  s e n s e  t h e y  were  l i m b s  o f  power now i n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  p r o p s  t o  
h o l d  p a n t s  u p .  My r e v e r i e s  we re  i n t e r r u p t e d  when she s a i d ,  " H u r r y  
up in  t h e r e  y o u ' r e  t a k i n g  t o o  much t i m e . "  I  em erged  f r o m  t h e  b a t h ­
room c l a d  i n  j u s t  a  t o w e l  and she  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  me g i v i n g  me a  v e r y  
c l o s e  s t u d y .  F i n a l l y  she  p i n c h e d  me and  s a i d ,  "Mmmm, ho n ey  y o u ' l l  
d o ,  b u t  d e f i n i t e l y . "  She s t a t e d  my name wou ld  now be V a l e r i e  Baldwin 
and I would  be i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  f r i e n d  o f  h e r s  f r o m  t h e  E a s t .

Next  she  han d e d  me a  s i l k e n  s u p p o r t e r  w h ic h  g av e  me a  f e m i n i n e  
o o n t o u r . Edwina s a i d  t h e n ,  " P u t  on t h e s e  p a n t i e s ,  I c a n ' t  have  you 
r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  my a p a r t m e n t  n a k e d .  T h ese  s c a n t i e s  we re  o f  h i g h e s t  
q u a l i t y  and had b l a c k  l a c e  e d g i n g .  I  g o t  an e l e c t r i c  t i n g l i n g  a l l  
o v e r  my body a s  I s t e p p e d  i n t o  them and I t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f ,  w e l l  
I ' m  on my way i n t o  a  s t r a n g e  and w o n d e r f u l  w o r l d .

Then I g o t  t h e  b i g g e s t  s u r p r i s e  o f  my l i f e .  She h a n d e d  me a  
box and s a i d ,  "Open i t ,  i t ' s  f o r  y o u . "  I  o p en e d  up t h e  box and i n ­
s i d e  we re  a  p a i r  o f  t h e  most  r e a l i s t i c  f a l s i e s  I ' v e  e v e r  s e e n  i n  my 
l i f e .  They were  made o f  a  p l a s t i c  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  f e l t  j u s t  l i k e  
s k i n ,  and were  f i l l e d  w i t h  a k i n d  o f  j e l l y  t h a t  g av e  them j u s t  t h e  
r i g h t  f e e l .  Wi th  t r e m b l i n g  h a n d s  I a t t a c h e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  a d h e s i v e  
t a p e  t o  my c h e s t  and t h e n  p l a c e d  t h e  f a l s i e s  t o  my c h e s t .  They 
f e a t h e r e d  o u t  a l m o s t  p e r f e c t l y  t o  my s k i n ,  b u t  a  l i t t l e  g r e a s e  p a i n t  
and powder were  n e e d e d  t o  make them  u n d e t e c t a b l e .  B e l i e v e  me a f t e r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was c o m p l e t e d  I had a  b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  c h e s t  t h a n  Mar­
i l y n  Monroe ,  a  p e r f e c t  38C. She s a i d ,  "Those  f a l s i e s  r e a l l y  make a  
d i f f e r e n c e , "  and a l l  I c o u l d  do was nod my h e a d ,  I was so e x c i t e d .
I t h e n  p u t  on a  b r a  t h a t  m a tch e d  t h e  p a n t i e s ,  i t  was a  l i t t l e  t i g h t ,  
b u t  t h e  t i g h t n e s s  f o r c e d  my f a l s i e s  and  c h e s t  upward  t o  g i v e  me a  
v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  c l e a v a g e .  Then I w a lk e d  o v e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  m i r r o r



an d  l o o k e d  a t  m y s e l f ,  h o n e s t l y ,  I l o o k e d  l i k e  I had b ee n  t o  Denmark 
and g o t t e n  t h e  f u l l  t r e a t m e n t .

N e x t ,  she  g o t  o u t  a  t a p e  m e a s u r e  and m e a s u r e d  my w a i s t ,  w h ich  
m e a s u r e d  30 i n c h e s .  S h e , s a i d  t h a t ' s  t o o  b i g  and I h ave  j u s t  t h e  
i t e m  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  w a i s t  down t o  t h e  p r o p e r  l e v e l .  B e f o r e  I knew 
w h a t  was  h a p p e n i n g  she  had  p l a c e d  a  w a i s t  n i p p e r  a r o u n d  my w a i s t  and 
s a i d ,  "Hold  o n t o  t h a t  b e d p o s t  V a l e r i e  so I can p u t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on 
t h e s e  l a c e s .  When she  had them a l m o s t  t i g h t e n e d  up she  p l a c e d  h e r  
kn ee  i n  my b a c k  and  gave  one f i n a l  t u g .  I a l m o s t  swooned f rom h e r  
b r u t a l  l a c i n g  b u t  she  t o o k  some o f  t h e  p a i n  o u t  by s a y i n g ,  "Be b r a v e  
V a l e r i e ,  you h ave  j u s t  g o t  t o  have  a  s m a l l e r  w a i s t  and i t ' l l  h e l p  
you  t o  know I ' v e  g o t  you down t o  a  p e r f e c t  2 5 . ”

A f t e r  t h a t  I p u t  on some n y l o n s ,  a t t a c h i n g  them t o  t h e  w a i s t  
n i p p e r .  They r e a l l y  s e t  o f f  my b e a u t i f u l  l e g s  and I t h o u g h t  t o  my­
s e l f  w ha t  h ave  I b een  m i s s i n g  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  She s a i d  t h e n  t h a t  
t h i s  day I was g o i n g  t o  d r e s s  l i k e  any o r d i n a r y  s m a r t  f e m a l e  and 
t h a t  I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  w e a r  a n y t h i n g  e x o t i c ,  b e c a u s e  we had t o  do a  
l o t  o f  s h o p p i n g .  She opened  h e r  c l o s e t  and t o l d  me t o  p i c k  o u t  an 
o u t f i t .  I  p i c k e d  o u t  a  b e a u t i f u l  b e i g e  s h i r t w a i s t  d r e s s .  She s a i d  
t h a t  I showed e x c e l l e n t  t a s t e  i n  s e l e c t i n g  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d r e s s  a s  
i t  was h e r  own p e r s o n a l  f a v o r i t e .  As I was g e t t i n g  t h e  d r e s s  o u t  o f  
t h e  c l o s e t  she  w e n t  o v e r  t o  h e r  d r e s s e r  and g o t  a  m a t c h i n g  s l i p  f o r  
t h e  o u t f i t .  I p u t  on t h e s e  c l o t h e s  n o t i n g  how p e r f e c t l y  t h e y  f i t  
me and  t h e n  she  came o v e r  w i t h  a  p a i r  o f  h i g h - h e e l e d  bone pumps 
w h i c h  were  n e e d l e - p o i n t e d  and had  a  c u t e  l i t t l e  bow on t o p .  I t r i e d  
them on and  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  were  a  t i g h t  f i t  I c o u l d  g e t  i n t o  them.
She w a lk e d  me a r o u n d  t h e  room a  few t i m e s  and a f t e r  t h a t  I was a b l e  
t o  manage m y s e l f  a l t h o u g h  a t  t i m e s  I f e l t  l i k e  a  babe t a k i n g  i t s  
f i r s t  s t e p s .  She t h e n  i n s t r u c t e d  me how t o  w a lk  i n  h i g h - h e e l e d  
s h o e s  and e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  I s h o u l d  t a k e  s h o r t  s t e p s ,  and a l s o  t h a t  
I s h o u l d  sw in g  my h i p s  an d  mince  a  b i t  a s  I w a l k e d ,  b e i n g  c a r e f u l  
n o t  t o  o v e r d o  i t .

A f t e r  a  m o r n i n g  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  and c o r r e c t i n g  my e r r o r s  she 
had a  s u m p tu o u s  l u n c h  a t  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  a l t h o u g h  I c o u l d n ' t  e a t  much 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  w a i s t  n i p p e r ,  anyway I had t o  go on 
a  d i e t  and  l o s e  some po u n d s  so t h i s  was a  good p l a c e  t o  s t a r t .  With  
t h e  end o f  t h e  m ea l  she  s t a t e d  t h a t  I was r e a d y  t o  go downtown w i t h  
h e r  t o  do some s h o p p i n g ,  a s  t h e r e  we re  many t h i n g s  I n e e d e d  in  o r d e r  
t o  w i n .  B e f o r e  we l e f t  she  made up my f a c e  w i t h  s t r e e t  makeup,  j u s t  
e n o u g h  t o  l e t  me p a s s  a s  a  woman. P u t t i n g  a  s c a r f  on t o  c o v e r  my
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s h o r t  h a i r ,  we wen t  down and g o t  i n  h e r  c o n v e r t i b l e  and d r o v e  o f f  t o  
t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  s h o p s  i n  Miami .

She s a i d  I had n o t h i n g  t o  f e a r  f r om  t h e  c l e r k s  a s  t h e y  were  a l l  
o l d  f r i e n d s  o f  h e r s  and t h e y  a l l  knew w h a t  was  g o i n g  on .  F i r s t  t h i n g s  
f i r s t ,  so we wan t  t o  a  h a i r p i e c e  s h o p .  We were  g r e e t e d  c o r d i a l l y  by 
t h e  shop owner and we re  e s c o r t e d  i n t o  a  b a c k  room w here  t h e  f i t t i n g  
was t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  We w e n t  i n t o  t h e  room and we re  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u r ­
r o u n d e d  by many b e a u t i f u l  w i g s  i n  an a m a z i n g  number  o f  c o i f f u r e s .
I l o s t  a l l  my s h y n e s s  i n  t h a t  moment and  f o r  t h e  n e x t  few h o u r s  I 
had t h e  t im e  o f  my l i f e  t r y i n g  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  h a i r p i e c e s .  We f i n ­
a l l y  d e c i d e d  on a  l o n g  b l o n d e  wig  i n  t h e  p a g e b o y  s t y l e .  Wi th  t h e  
wig  on my hea d  I f e l t  so d i f f e r e n t ,  so f e m i n i n e  w i t h  t h e  l o n g  t r e s s ­
e s  c a r e s s i n g  my n e c k .

Now t h a t  I  had l o n g  h a i r  l i k e  any o t h e r  g i r l ,  and  a  f i g u r e  s e c ­
ond t o  n o n e ,  I l o s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  my r e s i d u a l  s h y n e s s  and p u t  a l l  my 
e n t h u s i a s m  i n t o  my new r o l e .  Edwina n o t i c e d  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  me and 
s t a t e d ,  "Now V a l e r i e ,  you r e a l l y  a r e n ' t  s i s s y  en ough  t o  l i k e  t h e  
c l o t h e s  y o u ' r e  w e a r i n g . "  A l l  I c o u l d  do was b l u s h  and she  t u r n e d  
away w i t h  a  s a t i s f i e d  s m i r k .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  day seemed t o  p a s s  i n  
a w h i r l w i n d ,  w i t h  one shop  r i g h t  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  e a c h  more e x q u i s i t e  
t h a n  t h e  l a s t .  I went  a r o u n d  i n  a  s p e l l ,  t h e  f e e l i n g s ,  t h e  p e r f u m e s ,  
t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s ,  a l l  my s e n s e s  we re  o v e r w h e l m e d .  We a r r i v e d  
back a t  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  o u r  ar ms  l o a d e d  w i t h  
b oxes  o f  c l o t h e s ,  f o r m a l s ,  swimming s u i t s ,  d r e s s e s ,  l i n g e r i e ,  s h o e s -  
t h e  w o r k s .  As I g a z e d  a t  a l l  t h e  c l o t h e s  I c o u l d  o n l y  t h i n k  wha t  an 
e x c i t i n g  t i m e  i t  was g o i n g  t o  be t o  w e a r  t h i s  w a r d r o b e .

A f t e r  we g o t  s e t t l e d  down Edwina s a i d ,  "Now t h e  h a r d  p a r t  b e ­
g i n s ,  you must  n o t  o n l y  t h i n k ,  t a l k ,  a c t  and l o o k  l i k e  a  woman b u t  
i n  y o u r  own mind you  must  be a  woman." In  t h e  n e x t  week you a r e  t o  
f o r g e t  you e v e r  we re  a  man, u n d e r s t a n d ? "  I  n o d d e d  i n  a g r e e m e n t ,  n o t  
f e e l i n g  v e r y  m a s c u l i n e  anyway i n  t h e  c l o t h e s  I was  w e a r i n g .  She 
s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  be a  woman, b u t  she  t h o u g h t  I had t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o r  she  w o u l d n ' t  have  p i c k e d  me. She s a i d  
t h e r e  were  f i v e  i t e m s  t h a t  I  was g o i n g  t o  h ave  t o  p e r f e c t  in  o r d e r  
t o  be a  c o n v i n c i n g  f e m a l e :  (1 )  makeup ,  (2 )  d r e s s ,  (3 )  v o i c e ,  (4)
f e m i n i n e  i d o i s y n c r a c i e s  and (5 )  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  my new r o l e .

I went  t o  s l e e p  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  n i g h t  w i t h  my h e a d  r e e l i n g  f rom  
t h e  new s e n s a t i o n s  I had e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y .  When I awoke 
a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n s i s t e n t  so u n d s  o f  t h e  a l a r m  c l o c k ,  f o r  a  moment I 
f o r g o t  where  I w a s ,  and a l l  I c o u l d  do was r e v e l  i n  t h e  g o s s o m e r
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n i g h t g o w n  t h a t  e n c a s e d  my b o d y .  T h i s  mood was i n t e r r u p t e d  by Edwina 
who p u s h e d  me o u t  o f  b e d ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I must  n o t  l o s e  m y s e l f  i n  my 
mood, b u t  t h e r e  was much t o  be done b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  be a l l o w e d  any 
p e r s o n a l  i n d u l g e n c e s .  We had b r e a k f a s t  c l a d  o n l y  i n  t h e  t h i n n e s t  o f  
n i g h t i e s ,  and w h i l e  Edwina o u t l i n e d  t h e  d a y ’ s a c t i v i t i e s ,  I n o t i c e d  
t h a t  I f e l t  no  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  i n  my s t r a n g e  a t t i r e .

My m i s t r e s s  f e l t  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  was t h e  b e s t  t e a c h e r  so she 
l e t  me s e l e c t  my o u t f i t s  f o r  t h e  day and p u t  them on m y s e l f .  As I 
p u t  on my l o v e l y  s e l e c t i o n s  a l l  she  d i d  was comment on my t a s t e ,  
c o r r e c t  o b v i o u s  e r r o r s  and h e l p  when I n e e d e d  i t .  T h a t  day I t r i e d  
on t h e  v a r i o u s  c l o t h e s  t o  c h e c k  t h e  e f f e c t .  I f e l t  l i k e  t h e  Queen 
o f  Sheba  a l l  d a y ,  a s  e a c h  g a r m e n t  had  a  new f e e l  and i t  was am az ing  
how e a c h  g a r m e n t  ch a n g e d  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  i t ,  n a m e ly  me. Tow ards  t h e  
end o f  t h e  day I t r i e d  on t h e  v a r i o u s  s w i m s u i t s  t h a t  she had b o u g h t .  
We f i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  t h e  w h i t e  s t r a p l e s s  s u i t  a s  i t  c o n t r a s t e d  n i c e l y  
w i t h  my t a n  and r e a l l y  d i d  t h i n g s  f o r  my f i g u r e .  As I saw m y s e l f  
i n  t h e  m i r r o r ,  I was a l m o s t  overcome w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  e c s t a s y  and 
I t h o u g h t  i f  t h e  j u d g e s  l i k e d  i t  h a l f  a s  much a s  I l i k e d  i t ,  t h e n  
t h e  c o n t e s t  was a l r e a d y  won.  The s u i t  a l s o  had a  b u i l t - i n  g i r d l e  
t h a t  k e p t  my w a i s t  down t o  2 5 M and t h e  b r a  was  e n g i n e e r e d  t o  make 
me o v e r s h a d o w  J a n e  R u s s e l l  l i k e  she  was  my a d o l e s c e n t  s i s t e r .

The l a s t  t h i n g  we t r i e d  t h a t  day was t h e  a r r a y  o f  f o r m a l s  we 
h a d .  Always i n  t h e  p a s t  when I had a t t e n d e d  a  f o r m a l  dance  I  had 
had  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  my mind a  c e r t a i n  f e e l i n g  o f  j e a l o u s y  t o w a r d  t h e  
l o v e l y  g i r l s  who w ere  t h e  o e n t e r  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  
d r e s s e s .  W e l l  now,  t h e  t a b l e s  w ere  t o  be t u r n e d  ( I  h o p ed )  and I was 
t o  be t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  a  c h a n g e .  They were  a l l  so l o v e l y  t h a t  i t  
was h a r d  t o  make a  c h o i c e  b u t  we f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  on t h e  a p r i c o t  c o l ­
o r e d  o n e ,  w h ich  had a  b o d i c e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  w h ich  d i p p e d  s l i g h t l y  and 
was h e l d  up by two t i n y  s t r a p s .  An o u t f i t  i n d e e d  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  make 
m e n ' s  h e a r t s  b e a t  f a s t e r ,  b u t  n o t  any f a s t e r  t h a n  m in e .  With  t h e  
main  s e l e c t i o n s  c o m p l e t e  I f e l l  i n  an e x h a u s t e d ,  c o n t e n t e d  s l e e p .

T h a t  n i g h t  I d r e a m t  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  h o r n  o f  p l e n t y  b u t  i n ­
s t e a d  o f  s p o u t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  b o u n t i f u l  h a r v e s t ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h o rn  
was i s s u i n g  f o r t h  s a t i n s ,  s i l k s ,  l a c e s  and o t h e r  s o f t  g a r m e n t s  and 
I was b l i s s f u l l y  f l o a t i n g  i n  p e r f u m e d  a i r  c o m p l e t e l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by 
t h e  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  I had  l e a r n e d  t o  l i k e  so much,  i n  s uch  a  s h o r t  
t i m e .

The d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n t e s t  p a s s e d  f a s t e r  t h a n  any I had e x p e r ­
i e n c e d  i n  my l i f e .  I c a n n o t  remember  t o o  much a b o u t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l
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day and I s u r e l y  o a n n o t  r e c a l l  wha t  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  e a c h  moment .
A l l  I can  r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  I was s i n k i n g  i n  a  v e r t i g o  o f  p l e a s u r e  and 
to w a r d  t h e  end I ab a n d o n e d  m y s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  my 
e x i s t e n c e  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  I  d i d n * t  c a r e  w h a t  a n y b o d y  t h o u g h t  
a b o u t  me, ev en  E d w in a ,  a s  my l i f e  had b e e n  c h a n g e d  and I knew I wou ld  
n e v e r  be t h e  same a g a i n .  A l l  I  w a n te d  now,  was t o  w ear  my b e a u t i f u l  
c l o t h e s ,  t o  be a d m i r e d  a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  woman, and most  i m p o r t a n t  win 
t h e  c o n t e s t  f o r  my b e a u t i f u l  m i s t r e s s  who had made a l l  o f  t h i s  p o s s ­
i b l e .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  day o f  t h e  c o n t e s t  d aw ned .  Of c o u r s e  my f e m i n i n e  
n a t u r e  was n o t  q u i t e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  b i g  e v e n t ,  b u t  I f o r c e d  down my 
d o u b t s  and made r e a d y  a s  b e s t  I c o u l d .  As I p u t  on my c l o t h e s  I 
hummed a  s o f t  t u n e ,  i t  was a l l  s e c o n d  n a t u r e  by now.  I s e l e c t e d  a  
s o f t  t a i l o r e d  s u i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y .  I t  had a  w h i t e  c o n t r a s t i n g  
b l o u s e  and t h e  c o a t  was c u t  i n  somewhat  boxy l i n e s  t h a t  w e re  t h e  
f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h .  The s k i r t  was s h o r t  en o u g h  t o  show o f f  my l o v e l y  
f e m i n i n e  l e g s ,  w h ich  t a p e r e d  down t o  my h i g h - h e e l e d  pumps w h ich  m a t ­
ched  t h e  r e s t  o f  my co s tu m e  p e r f e c t l y .  Th us  a t t i r e d ,  I f e l t  c o n f i d ­
e n t  t h a t  I would  make a  good i m p r e s s i o n  on my f i r s t  d a y .

T h a t  m o r n i n g ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by E d w in a ,  we w en t  down t o  t h e  co n ­
v e n t i o n  b o o t h  t o  s i g n  up f o r  t h e  b e a u t y  c o n t e s t .  With  so many o t h e r  
t a l l  p e o p l e  a b o u t ,  I q u i c k l y  f o r g o t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  my h e i g h t  and b l e n ­
ded i n  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g i r l s  t h a t  had  e n t e r e d  t h e  c o n t e s t .  A l ­
r e a d y  I n o t i c e d  many g l a n c e s  i n  my d i r e c t i o n ,  e n v i o u s  o n e s  f rom  t h e  
l a d i e s  and i n t e r e s t e d  o n e s  f r o m  t h e  men.  We were  g i v e n  o u r  i n s t r ­
u c t i o n s  t h a t  m o r n in g  by t h e  j u d g e s  and I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e s t  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  an i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  by one o f  t h e  j u d g e s ,  t h e n  
t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  e v e n i n g  g ow ns ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  b a t h i n g  s u i t  f i n ­
a l e  a f t e r  w h ich  t h e  w i n n e r  would  be o h o s e n .

In  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  I w en t  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  and b e l i e v e  me i t  i s  
a  l o t  more fu n  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  a s  a  g i r l  t h a n  a  b o y .  My j u d g e  was 
a  r e t i r e d  o l d  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  who l o o k e d  h a r m l e s s  e n o u g h ,  b u t  you can 
n e v e r  t e l l .  I came up and i n t r o d u c e d  m y s e l f  a s  V a l e r i e  B a l d w i n ,  
t h e n  t o o k  t h e  s e a t  he so k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  me. As I  s a t  down I c r o s s e d  
my l e g s  i n  a  f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n ,  and  I n o t i c e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  r i s i n g  a t  
t h i s  a c t .  I n  f a c t ,  he t r i e d  t o  h i d e  h i s  c o n f u s i o n  by s c r a t c h i n g  t h e  
b ack  o f  h i s  h e a d *  He a s k e d  me q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  m y s e l f  and I r e p l i e d  
a s  b e s t  I o o u l d  i n  my most  f e m i n i n e  v o i c e .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  w e n t  
a l o n g  s m o o t h ly  and I l a u g h e d  a t  h i s  t i r e d  j o k e s ,  and t r i e d  t o  make 
him f e e l  l i k e  a  man a s  b e s t  I c o u l d .  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  e v e r y  t i m e  I
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s h i f t e d  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h i s  e y e s  f o l l o w e d  my e v e r y  move,  i t  was an ­
o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  Ed w ina  had t a u g h t  me t h a t  was v e r y  e f f e c t i v e .  As 
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  e n d e d ,  I f e l t  t h a t  I  had  made q u i t e  an  i m p r e s s i o n  and 
t h i s  was c o n f i r m e d  j u s t  a s  I was l e a v i n g  t h e  room,  when he a s k e d  me 
f o r  a  d a t e  a f t e r  t h e  c o n t e s t .  I  r e p l i e d  t h a t  I would  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  
p r i v i l e g e  t o  d a t e  s u c h  a  handsome man,  and would  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  i t .
I t h u s  l e f t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one j u d g e  who would  be 
i n  my c o r n e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t e s t .

The n e x t  a f t e r n o o n ,  Edwina and I w e n t  down t o  t h e  d r e s s i n g  room 
w he re  a l l  t h e  g i r l s  we re  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  d e b u t  in  f o r m a l s .  We 
a r r i v e d  c a r r y i n g  a l l  o f  o u r  s t u f f ,  i t  was so much t h a t  we c o u l d  h a r d ­
l y  s e e  a r o u n d  i t  t o  o u r  t a b l e .  We f i n a l l y  fo u n d  o u r  p l a c e  and I 
q u i c k l y  s t r i p p e d  down t o  my u n m e n t i o n a b l e s .  Ed wina h an d e d  me a  d i f f ­
e r e n t  b r a ,  "Here  t a k e  t h i s ,  i t ' l l  h o l d  you up b e t t e r . "  Then she 
d r e s s e d  me up i n  a  c o m p l e t e  ch a n g e  o f  l i n g e r i e  s a y i n g ,  " Y o u ' l l  do 
b e t t e r  i f  yo u  f e e l  good f r om  t h e  s k i n  o u t . "  I s a i d  " I t ' s  a  shame 
t o  c o v e r  t h i s  l o v e l y  l i n g e r i e  w i t h  c l o t h e s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  
f a s h i o n  I ' l l  s a c r i f i c e  m y s e l f . "  " Y o u ' r e  s u r e  you wan t  t o  make t h i s  
s a c r i f i c e , "  s m i l e d  E d w in a ,  " A f t e r  a l l  i t s  o n l y  a  $500 f o r m a l . "
"W el l  I g u e s s  I ' d  b e t t e r  p u t  i t  o n ,  a f t e r  a l l  p e o p l e  would  be s h o c k ­
ed i f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s  came o u t  i n  t h e i r  f o r m a l s  and I came minc­
i n g  down t h e  s t a g e  c l a d  o n l y  i n  l i n g e r i e . "  Then I s t e p p e d  i n  t h e  
f o r m a l ,  w h i l e  Edwina f a s t e n e d  i t  on ,  t h e n  I w h i r l e d  a r o u n d  i n  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  m i r r o r .  As I l o o k e d  i n t o  t h e  m i r r o r  I s a i d  t o  m y s e l f ,  can 
t h i s  l o v e l y  c r e a t u r e  t h a t  I s ee  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  r e a l l y  be me, i t  d o e s ­
n ' t  seem p o s s i b l e .  A l l  t h e  g i r l s  were  t h e n  l i n e d  up and h an d ed  num­
b e r s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e .  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  a l l  s u ch  l o v e l y  
g i r l s ,  and t h a t  i t  w ou ld  be a  l o n g ,  t o u g h  r o a d  t o  t h e  cr own .  Then 
one by one t h e y  were  u s h e r e d  o n t o  t h e  s t a g e ,  and f i n a l l y  i t  was my 
t u r n .  As t h e  s p o t l i g h t  h i t  me I t u r n e d  on my 1000 w a t t  s m i l e  and 
g l i d e d  o u t  on t h e  s t a g e  p r o p e l l e d  by some unknown f o r c e .  In  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s t a g e  I s t o p p e d  and  p o s e d  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  crowd 
and t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  t h e n  I g l i d e d  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  end o f  t h e  s t a g e .  
As I r e a c h e d  t h e  w i n g s ,  I h e a r d  a  d e a f e n i n g  r o a r  o f  a p p l a u s e  and I 
w o n d e r e d  i f  i t  was f o r  me. The r e s u l t s  were  n o t  p o s t e d  so a l l  o f  
u 8 g i r l s  s p e n t  a  few n e r v o u s  h o u r s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  f i n a l s .

I c o u l d  h a r d l y  w a i t  t o  g e t  i n t o  my b a t h i n g  s u i t ,  b u t  Edwina 
made me p o s e  f o r  h e r  i n  my f o r m a l  u n t i l  she  was s a t i s f i e d .  Then 
f i n a l l y  she  r e l e n t e d  and I b eg a n  t o  p u t  t h e  b a t h i n g  s u i t  on .  Be­
l i e v e  me, i t  was a  supreme t h r i l l  t o  f i r s t  draw t h e  e l a s t i c  g a r m e n t  
up my g i r l i s h  s h a v e n ,  t a n n e d  l e g s ,  t h e n  s t r e t c h  i t  up f rom  t h e

18



b o t t o m  o v e r  my b e a u t i f u l  b r e a s t s  and  f i n a l l y  have  Edwina z i p  me u p .
Oh, t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  b a t h i n g  s u i t  t o  show o f f  y o u r  f i g u r e ,  and 
i f  you h a v e n ' t  g o t  o n e ,  y o u ' r e  b e t t e r  o f f  i n  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  W i th  
e v e r y t h i n g  r e a d y  now,  Edwina i n s p e c t e d  me f rom  hea d  t o  t o e  and s a i d  
t h a t  I had a  p e r f e c t  f e m i n i n e  f i g u r e .

F i n a l l y  e v e r y b o d y  was r e a d y  and e v e r y o n e  was l i n e d  up f o r  t h e  
f i n a l  e v e n t .  At l a s t  i t  s t a r t e d  and one by one t h e y  s t r u t t e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  s t a g e ,  e a c h  one i n  t u r n  h o l d i n g  t h e  s p o t l i g h t .  Even t h o u g h  I 
was one o f  t h em ,  I c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  n o t i c i n g  how l o v e l y  t h e y  l o o k e d ,  
e a c h  one w i t h  y o u t h  and b e a u t y  s h o w in g  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  t h e y  were  
f e m a l e s  and p r o u d  o f  i t .  Now i t  was my t u r n  on s t a g e ,  I  made a  
g r a c e f u l  e n t r a n c e ,  and w a lk e d  w i t h  my s h o u l d e r s  th ro w n  b a c k ,  show­
i n g  my cha rm s  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  My h i g h  h e e l s  made a  s a t i s f y i n g  c l i c k  
c l i c k  on t h e  hardwood f l o o r  a s  I  w a lk e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a g e .

How s t r a n g e ,  I t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f ,  b e f o r e  my t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  I 
was n o t i c e d  by n o b o d y ,  now I was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  I t ' s  
r e a l l y  a m a z in g  wha t  a  s l i g h t  ch a n g e  o f  a t t i r e  can  d o .  A few m i n u t e s  
l a t e r  t h e  l a s t  g i r l  had f i n i s h e d  and  we a l l  c row ded  a r o u n d  t h e  wing  
a w a i t i n g  t h e  an n o u n c em en t  o f  t h e  w i n n e r s .  Then a l m o s t  i n  a  t r a n c e ,
I h e a r d  t h e  j u d g e  s a y ,  "Miss  V a l e r i e  B a l d w i n ,  w i l l  you  p l e a s e  s t e p  
o u t  and r e c e i v e  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t r o p h y . "  A lm o s t  o v e r c o m e ,  I n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s  made my way t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a g e  where  I was g i v e n  t h e  
t r o p h y  s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b e a u t i e s .  As I s t o o d  t h e r e ,  I 
n o t i c e d  Edwina i n  t h e  crowd c r y i n g  s o f t l y  w i t h  t e a r s  o f  h a p p i n e s s  
and I knew t h a t  she  was j u s t  a s  t h r i l l e d  a s  I .

The n e x t  d a y ,  I r e l u c t a n t l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  l e a v e  E d w i n a ' s  a p a r t m e n t ,  
b u t  j u s t  a s  I was g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  p u t  on my c l o t h e s ,  Edwina came in  
and saw wha t  I was g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  do and s a i d ,  "Get  r i d  o f  t h o s e  
u g l y  c l o t h e s  and p u t  on t h i s  d r e s s .  You t h i n k  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  l e t  you 
g e t  away a f t e r  a l l  t h e  work I ' v e  p u t  i n  on you  and e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  
t h e  w a r d r o b e  I b o u g h t  y o u ? "  Humming s o f t l y  t o  m y s e l f  I s l i p p e d  i n t o  
t h e  d r e s s .  L i f e  can  be s uch  a  l a r k  I t h o u g h t ,  once  you g e t  on t h e  
r i g h t  t r a c k .

C a r l e n e

" I T ' S  ABOUT TIME I GOT THIS OFF MY CHEST"

The TV s a i d  a s  she  u n h o o k ed  h e r  b r a  and removed 
h e r  f a l s i e s  a t  m i d n i g h t .

1 9



Just Desserts
by J o - A n n e  ( 5 - T - 3 )

" I  s i m p l y  c a n ’ t  i m a g i n e  where  t h e  money g o e s  t o , ” s a i d  M rs ,  
Plum a s  she  t h r u s t  an a lmond cr eam  i n t o  h e r  mouth  and chewed i t  up 
w i t h  r a p i d  movements  o f  h e r  a n g l e d  j a w s .  "How can you spend  so 
much money a t  a  l i t t l e  o l d  g r o c e r y  c o n v e n t i o n ?  And p e r f e c t l y  good 
money,  t o o , "  she  amended a s  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e ,  i n  some s l y l y  d e ­
c e i t f u l  way,  a n o t h e r  k i n d  w h i c h  when s p e n t  by o t h e r  p e o p l e  d i d n ’ t  
c o s t  so much.

"My d e a r , "  s a i d  Mr.  Plum r a t h e r  more p a t i e n t l y  t h a n  one would  
e x p e c t  a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  " I t  c o s t s  rponey t o  a t t e n d  c o n v e n t i o n  
Why, t h e r e ’ s a  t h o u s a n d  t h i n g s .  Y o u ’ d h a r d l y  g u e s s . "

" S t u f f  and n o n s e n s e ! "  s a i d  t h e  i m p e r i o u s  l a d y  a s s a u l t i n g  t h e  
w i n t e r g r e e n  m i n t s  w i t h  a  d e n t a l  c l a t t e r .  "The company s h o u l d  f u r ­
n i s h  you w i t h  s p e n d i n g  money s i n c e  a l l  you u s e  i t  f o r  i s  t o  d r i n k  
and c a r o u s e  w i t h  y o u r  d i s s o l u t e  f r i e n d s  w h i l e  I s l a v e  a t  home. "

Mr.  Plum s i g h e d  w h ich  was t h e  r e s p o n s e  most  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  
h i s  w i f e .  "Why, do you k n o w ,"  she s a i d ,  "how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  t o  
be a  h o u s e w i f e ?  Do you know how much work t h e r e  i s  in  w a s h i n g  c u r ­
tains  and c l e a n i n g  r u g s ?  J u s t  l o o k  a t  t h o s e  and i m a g i n e . "  She had 
a t  t h e  rum c e n t e r s  w i t h  g u s t o .

Mr.  Plum l o o k e d  a t  t h e  unw ash ed  c u r t a i n s  and t h e  u n c l e a n e d  

r u g s  w i t h  t h e  b i t s  o f  c e l l o p h a n e  c a n d y  w r a p p i n g  on t hem.  "No,  d e a r  

he s a i d .  " I  c a n ’ t  i m a g i n e . "

" W e l l ,  i t ’ s t i m e  you l e a r n e d .  We c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  t o  send c u r t a i n  

t o  t h e  c l e a n e r s  l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  And I h a v e  t o  work a r o un d  t he  

h o u s e  i n  c o t t o n  d r e s s e s ;  i f  you o n l y  knew how a w f u l  c o t t o n  makes  me 

f e e l !  I s h o u l d  w e a r  s i l k  a l l  t h e  t i m e . "

Mr.  P lu m ,  a  p a r a g o n  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  d i d  n o t  make t h e  o b v i o u s  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  s i n c e  Mr s .  Plum d i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  work a b o u t  t he  

h o u s e  she  had v e r y  few c o t t o n  d r e s s e s ;  a n d ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y , t h a t  

s i n c e  she f e l t  she  o u g h t  t o  w ear  s i l k  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t   ̂ 53 what  

she  u s u a l l y  d i d  w e a r .

"You s h o u l d  be made t o  s t a y  a t  home and slave a b o u t  the house
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i n a  c o t t o n  d r e s s , "  s a i d  M r s .  Pl um p o l i s h i n g  o f f  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  

b o n - b o n s ,  " w h i l e  I g o  o f f  and e n j o y  m y s e l f  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n . "

And h a v i n g  done away w i t h  t h e  l a s t  l emon d r o p ,  she g o t  on t o  h e r  

f a c e  t h e  e x a c t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  one who h a s  j u s t  t h o r o u g h l y  b l o wn t h e i r  

n o s e .  " T h a t  i s  wh a t  we w i l l  d o , "  she s a i d .  " I  w i l l  make y o u  s t a y  

a t  home f o r  a we e k and work i n  c o t t o n  d r e s s e s  w h i l e  I a t t e n d  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n  and a c c u s t o m  m y s e l f  t o  s p e n d i n g  money i n  t h e  s h o p s  o f  a  
d i s t a n t  and r o m a n t i c  c i t y . "

"Oh,  d e a r  me ! "  s a i d  Mr.  Pl um.  " I t  w o u l d  n e v e r  wo r k .  I am a l l  

p a c k e d  and r e a d y  t o  g o  and t h e  p r o d u c e  ma n a g e r  i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  me a t  

t h e  c o r n e r .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a t h o u s a n d  t h i n g s .  Y o u ' d  n e v e r  
g u e s s — "

" F i d d l e  and t w a d d l e , "  s a i d  t h e  l a d y .  She b r o o k e d  no a r g u m e n t  

s i n c e  a r g u me n t  a p p e a r e d  a s  i n s o l e n c e  t o  h e r .  " I  w i l l  p i c k  up t h e  

p r o d u c e  ma na g e r  and u s e  him a s  my g u i d e .  Do n o t  w o r r y  a b o u t  a 
t h i n g . "

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Mr.  Pl um was d r e s s e d  i n  a c o t t o n  d r e s s  and made 

t o  w a l k  a b o u t  i n  a p a i r  o f  " s e n s i b l e  s h o e s " .  He was  made t o  s i t  

q u i e t l y  a s  h i s  w i f e  p a i n t e d  and p o wd e r e d  and l e c t u r e d  hi m.  "Now 

y o u  w i l l  s e e , "  she s a i d ,  " wha t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  be a p o o r  h o u s e w i f e .
And j u s t  so y o u  d o n ’ t  t r y  and w e a s e l  o u t  o f  a n y t h i n g  I am t a k i n g  

y o u r  c l o t h e s  w i t h  me— ALL o f  t h e m? "  A f t e r  t a k i n g  Mr.  P l u m ’ s c l o t h ­
i n g ,  and a l l  o f  t h e i r  money f r om t h e  c o o k i e  j a r  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  she  

s na p p e d  a s p i t e f u l  a d mo ni s hme n t  a t  him c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c u r t a i n s  and  

d r o v e  o f f .  b l o t t i n g  t h e  l a s t  b i t  o f  c h o c o l a t e  f r om h e r  t h i n  l i p s .

Mr.  Pl um,  an a d a p t a b l e  man,  r e s i g n e d  h i m s e l f  t o  wha t  was i n ­

e v i t a b l e  and s p e n t  an awkward d a y  i n a c o t t o n  d r e s s  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  

f i t  r i g h t .  He was r e l i e v e d  t h a t  n i g h t  t o be r i d  o f  i t  and t o  s l i p  

i n t o  a n i g h t g o w n .  The gown was s h e e r  and f e m i n i n e  and .it made hi m 

f e e l  s t r a n g e l y  g i d d y .  A t  l e a s t ,  he r e f l e c t e d ,  i t  was  n o t  a wk wa r d .  

We a r i n g  t h e  gown t o  b e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n n e r v e d  hi m and a s  soon a s  he  

a r o s e  i n t h e  mo r n i n g  he c o v e r e d  b o t h  h i m s e l f  and t h e  gown w i t h  a 

l o n g  r o b e  o f  q u i l t e d  s a t i n .  Bu t  t h e  r o b e ,  s w i r l i n g  a b o u t  h i s  l e g s  

a s  he moved t h r o u g h  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  o n l y  u n n e r v e d  him mo r e .

A f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  cup o f  c o f f e e  he a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  

c o u l d n ' t  we a r  a r o b e  a l l  d a y .  B u t  he a l s o  kne w,  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  

d e f i a n t  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  he wo u l d  NOT r e t u r n  t o  

t h a t  i l l - f i t t i n g  c o t t o n  p r i n t  and t h o s e  h o r r i b l e  s h o e s .  C a u g h t  

s q u a r e l y  in t h i s  d i l e mma  he c a u t i o u s l y  s l i d  b a c k  t h e  f o l d i n g  d o o r s  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  h i s  l a d y ' s  c l o s e t s .
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" P l u n g e  r i g h t  i n ,  P l u m , "  he murmured.  "You*re i n  t h i s  f o r  a 
w eek .  You m i g h t  a s  w e l l  be c o m f o r t a b l e . "  H i s  f i r s t  s e l e c t i o n  was 
a b l u e  l i n e n  ju m p er  w h i c h  he s l i p p e d  o v e r  a  r a t h e r  s t e r i l e  w h i t e  
b l o u s e .  The f i t  w a s n * t  bad b u t  t h e  e x c e s s  f a b r i c  b u n c h e d  up in  t h e  
p l a c e  w h i c h  b r e a s t s  would  n o r m a l l y  have f i l l e d ,  l o o k e d  q u i t e  o u t  of  
p l a c e .  He knew he would  h av e  t o  w ear  a p added  b r a s s i e r e  t o  make 
a n y t h i n g  f i t  c o r r e a t l y .  I t  t o o k  a  moment t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  
b u t  he a c c e p t e d  i t  a s  he had a c c e p t e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  w e a r i n g  
p a n t i e s  ( e v e n  t h o u g h  he t r i e d  n o t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ) .  T h i s  d o n e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  he d i s c o v e r e d  wha t  f a s h i o n a b l e  women have a l w a y s  known— 
t h a t  t h e  c o t t o n  b l o u s e  and t h e  j um per  drawn t i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  l a c e  
and s a t i n  mounds  was j u s t  t o o  g i r l i s h  t o  be b o r n e .  " I  am n o t h i n g , "  
Mr'. P lum s a i d  t o  t h e  m i r r o r ,  " i f  n o t  m a t u r e . "  The b l o u s e  wen t  and 
t h e  j u m p e r  w i t h  i t .

The n e x t  s e l e c t i o n ,  a s l e e v e l e s s  and  p l e a t e d  d i n n e r  d r e s s ,  
l e f t  him f e e l i n g  l i k e  a  com plex  o f  b a r e  a n g l e s .  I t  was n o t  h i s  
d r e s s .  B u t  he g re w  more e x p e r t  a s  he p a s s e d  down t h e  ro ws  o f  s h a p ­
ed s a t i n s  and  p l e a . t e d  s i l k s  and f i n a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  t o o k  s e v e r a l  
h o u r s ,  he f e l t  w e l l  done up i n  a  p e a c h  t a f f e t a  s k i r t  t o p p e d  by a 
l o n g  s l e e v e d  w h i t e  s i l k  b l o u s e .  As he v i e w e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  
he  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  body was s u r p r i s i n g l y  g r a c e f u l  and a t t ­
r a c t i v e ,  t h e  f a c e  was s t i l l  t h e  s o r r o w i n g  maze o f  l i n e s  t h a t  he 
knew so w e l l .  The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  p r o b l e m  was so o b v i o u s  t h a t  Mr. 
P l u m f s hand  h e s i t a t e d  o n l y  a  l i t t l e  a s  he r e a c h e d  f o r  a  l i p s t i c k .
When he had f i n i s h e d  t h e  r a t h e r  i n e x p e r t  j o b  o f  makeup he d r a p e d  a 
s c a r f  a b o u t  h i s  h e a d  and c r i t i c a l l y  v i e w i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  
s a i d ,  "Making t h e  b e s t  o f  a  bad t h i n g  i s n ' t  bad by h a l f ,  i f  I do 
s a y  so m y s e l f . "

On t h e  s e c o n d  d a y ,  w i t h  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  came f rom b e i n g  r e ­
s i g n e d  t o  h i s  f a t e  ( a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  w here  Mr.  Plum s e l f - c o n s c i o u s ­
l y  i m a g i n e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  come f r om) he ch a n g e d  d r e s s e s  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  and he s p e n t  t h e  whole  e v e n i n g  i n  a  p i n k  s a t i n  c o c k t a i l  s h e a t h .
I t  d i d  w o n d e r s  f o r  h i s  e y e s .  He had t o  c i n c h  h i m s e l f  q u i t e  t i g h t ­
l y  i n t o  an a l l - i n - o n e  t o  make t h e  d r e s s  f i t .  As he moved he f e l t  
t h e  c o o l  s a t i n  g r i p  h i s  r i b s  and h i s  s t o m a c h  i n  an u n y i e l d i n g  b u t  
f r i e n d l y  c l a s p .  He became u s e d  t o  s p i k e  h e e l s  i n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  o r  
so and he s h a v e d  h i s  l e g s  w i t h o u t  e v e r  p a u s i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  whe re  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  do so h ad  come f r o m .  The t h i n g  t h a t  most  s u r p r i s e d  
Mr.  Plum was  t h e  su ad e n  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  w ha t  i t  m eant  t o  be r e a l l y  
" d r e s s e d  u p " .
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HNo wonder  women a r e  c l o t h e s - h a p p y , "  he t r i l l e d  i n  a  new t o n e  
o f  v o i c e  w i t h  w h ich  he had been  e x p e r i m e n t i n g . " I t ’ s s u ch  an EX­
PERIENCE! "

The n e x t  m o r n in g  a s  Mr.  Plum i n  an e x q u i s i t e  b l a c k  l a c e  s h e a t h  
r e h u n g  t h e  c u r t a i n s ,  t h e r e  was a  k nock  a t  t h e  d o o r .  Mr.  P l u m ’ s 
h e e l s  t a p p e d  d a i n t i l y  a s  he w a l k e d .  ’’Good m o r n i n g , "  he s a i d  f l u t t ­
e r i n g  h i s  m a s c a r a ’ d l a s h e s  a s  he opened t h e  d o o r .

’’Good m o r n i n g ,  Mrs .  P l u m , "  s a i d  a  s t r a n g e  g e n t l e m a n .  "Al low 
me t o  i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f .  I am Mr. N a p l e s  de F a c t o ,  an i n s u r a n c e  
man. "

"I am a f r a i d  you s h a l l  have  t o  t a l k  t o  my h u s b a n d  a b o u t  i n ­
s u r a n c e , "  s a i d  Mr.  P lum.

"But i t  i s  i n  y o u r  h u s b a n d ’ s b e h a l f  t h a t  I am h e r e ,  t h a t  i s ,
I r e p r e s e n t  t h e  company f o r  whom he w o r k s .  I f e a r  I am t h e  b e a r e r  
o f  sad  n e w s , "

"Oh?"

"Your h u s b a n d ,  madam, h a s  met  w i t h  i l l  f o r t u n e . "

" I l l  f o r t u n e ? "

"The i l l e s t .  H i s  a u t o m o b i l e  was i n v o l v e d  i n  an a c c i d e n t  w i t h  
a g a s o l i n e  t r u c k . "

"Oh, d e a r  me!" s a i d  Mr.  Plum c l u t c h i n g  a t  h i s  r u b b e r  bosom a s  
f e m i n i n e l y  a s  he c o u l d .  "Was t h e r e — ? *'

" N o t h i n g .  Only  h i s  c l o t h e s  w h ich  were  t h r o w n  c l e a r .  T h a t  i s  
how we i d e n t i f i e d  h i m . "  Mr.  Plum l o o k e d  s o r r o w f u l l y  a t  t h e  f l o o r  
a d m i r i n g  t h e  way t h e  s u n l i g h t  made h i s  n y l o n s  g l i s t e n  and Mr.  de 
F a c t o  l o o k e d  p i o u s l y  a l o f t .  " I  am s o r r y  t o  be t h e  one t o  c a r r y  such  
sad n e w s , "  s a i d  Mr.  de F a c t o ,  " b u t  t h e n ,  t h e  l o t  o f  t h o s e  who t o i l  
i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w  man i s  o f t i m e s  h a r d . "  He p l a c e d  a  
r e v e r e n t  hand o v e r  h i s  h e a r t .  "T h e r e  was a n o t h e r  g e n t l e m a n  i n  t h e  
c a r  w i t h  y o u r  h u s b a n d .  I t  was t h e  p r o d u c e  m a n a g e r  who work ed  w i t h  
him a t  t h e  g r o c e r y .  They were  t r a v e l i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  
But  f o r  some r e a s o n  t h e y  were  t r a v e l i n g  v e r y  s l o w l y . "

"Poor  o l d  G e o r g e , "  m u t t e r e d  Mr.  P lu m .  "He w a s n ’ t  much i n  
g r e e n  l e a f y  v e g e t a b l e s  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d n ' t  have  w i s h e d  t h a t  on 
him.  "

"What d i d  you s a y ? "  a s k e d  Mr.  de F a c t o .

23



"I  s a i d ,  ' t h e y  p r o b a b l y  s t o p p e d  a l o n g  t h e  way t o  do some 
c a r o u s i n g  o r  t o  s ee k  o u t  i l l i c i t  lo v e*  , t h o s e  p h i l a n d e r e r s !

"An e x c e l l e n t  w o rd ,  p h i l a n d e r e r .  I w i l l  have  t o  w r i t e  i t  down 
and u s e  i t  i n  any f u t u r e  c a s e s  o f  t h i s  k i n d * ”

"He was a l w a y s  u s i n g  t h e s e  c o n v e n t i o n s  a s  an e x c u s e  t o  c a r o u s e  
w i t h  h i s  d i s s o l u t e  f r i e n d s .  Bu t  t h e n ,  I d o n ' t  have  t o  t e l l  YOU 
wha t  g o e s  on a t  c o n v e n t i o n s ! "

"No, i n d e e d , "  s a i d  Mr.  de F a c t o  f o n d l y .  "But  s i n c e  y o u r  l a t e  
h u s b a n d  was a  p h i l a n d e r e r  you a r e  p r o b a b l y  g l a d  t h a t  he g o t  h i s  
j u s t  d e s s e r t s .  H i s  g o o s e  was  f i n a l l y  c o o k e d ,  t h o u g h  i t  m i g h t  n o t  
be my p l a c e  t o  s a y  i t . "

"I  hope t h e  g o o s e  was w e l l  d o n e . "

"To a c r i s p , "  s a i d  Mr.  de F a c t o .

"Then y o u ' r e  s u r e  i t  was my h u s b a n d ? "

"No d o u b t  a b o u t  i t .  O t h e r w i s e  we c o u l d n ' t  pay you a l l  t h e  
i n s u r a n c e  . "

" I n s u r a n c e ? "

"The company d o e s n ' t  a d v e r t i s e  i t s  g e n e r o s i t y  b u t  t h e y  c a r r y  
q u i t e  a  l a r g e  a c c i d e n t  b e n e f i t  on t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .  Y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  
be w e l l  o f f ,  M rs .  P l u m . "  He p u l l e d  an e n v e l o p e  f rom  h i s  c o a t  
p ocke  t .

"O h ,"  s i g h e d  t h e  widow Plum f e e l i n g  a sudden  and d e l i g h t f u l  
n e e d  f o r  a lemon c h i f f o n  c o c k t a i l  d r e s s  r e c e n t l y  on d i s p l a y  i n  a 
l o c a l  s h o p .

" Y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have enough  money t o  i n v e s t  i n  a  l i t t l e  b u s ­
i n e s s , "  s a i d  Mr.  de F a c t o .  " P e r h a p s  a l i t t l e  g r o c e r y  o f  y o u r  own."

"Not a  g r o c e r y , "  s a i d  Mr.  Plum.  "Why, t h e r e ' s  a  t h o u s a n d  
t h i n g s .  Y o u 'd  h a r d l y  g u e s s !  Bu t  a l i t t l e  d r e s s  shop now— "

" I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  l u c k y  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  d r e s s  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  y o u r  
h u s b a n d  i s  no l o n g e r  i n  t h e  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s ,  i f  y o u ' l l  a l l o w  t h a t , "  
s a i d  Mr.  de F a c t o .  " I  t h i n k  you w i l l  be a s u c c e s s  a t  w h a t e v e r  you 
t r y . "

"Thank y o u , "  s a i d  Mr.  P lum.

" T h e r e  i s  one o t h e r  t h i n g ;  I s t i l l  have  y o u r  h u s b a n d ' s  c l o t h e s .



I w i l l  d i s p o s e  o f  t hem f o r  y o u  or  I w i l l  r e t u r n  t hem t o  y o u  a l ­

t h o u g h  I d o n ’ t  know wha t  you wo u l d  do w i t h  t h e m . ” Mr.  de F a c t o  

s m i l e d .  ”A l a d y  a s  l o v e l y  a s  y o u r s e l f  c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d n ' t  we a r  a n y  
o f  t hem.  You wo ul d l o o k  s i l l y . ”

"I  wo ul d f e e l  s i l l y ,  t o o .  E s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  be  

s p e n d i n g  a l l  my t i me  i n a d r e s s  s h o p . ” She g i g g l e d  s w e e t l y  and  

h e r  new v o i c e  was u n d e r  p e r f e c t  c o n t r o l .  ”Now i f  y o u  woul d c a r e  t o  

s t a y  a w h i l e  I w i l l  f i x  y o u  a cup o f  t e a  and a l s o  s e r v e  y o u  an e x ­

c e l l e n t  n o u g a t  o f  w h i c h  I h a v e  j u s t  become e x t r e m e l y  f o n d . ”

BEAUTIFUL DREAMER

I d r e a mp t  I d w e l t  i n a s i l k e n  n e s t  
P r e t t i l y  e d g e d  w i t h  l a c e .

I t r e m b l e d  w i t h  j o y  j u s t  t o  be a t  r e s t  

In s u c h  a l o v e l y  p l a c e .

I s t r e t c h e d  and y a wne d l i k e  a p u s s y - c a t  

As I s a t  uo and s l i p p e d  i n t o  my h e e l s
The g i r l  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  me a a  I s a t

And I t h o u g h t ,  "How l o v e l y  i t  f e e l s ” .

My ma k e - u p  i s  d o n e ,  my c u r l s  a l l  i n p l a c e  

My b r a  f e e l s  b o u n c y  y e t  t i g h t

My p a n t i e s  a r e  p i n k  and f r o t h y  w i t h  l a c e  

E v e r y t h i n g  f i t s  me j u s t  r i g h t .

Wi t h  n e c k l a c e  and e a r r i n g s  f l a s h i n g  a l l u r e  

A wee l a d y ' s  w a t c h  on my arm
I ' m a. b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  so s hy  and demure  

And f u l l  o f  t r u e  f e m i n i n e  c h a r m.

I was d a n c i n g  a l o n g ,  t h i s  mood t o  c o n v e y  

When my h e e l  became c a u g h t  i n  a c r a c k

F a l l i n g  s h a t t e r e d  my dream— I awoke and I l a y  

A man— home,  i n bed on h i s  b a c k .

K a t h l e e n  39-B -3 FPE
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Alcohol and Transvestism
by M a d e l e in e  ( 5 - N - 5  F P E )

A r e  you going to h ave  a h a n g o v er  in the m o r n in g ?  Or is  it 
now m o r n in g  and you a r e  s u f f e r in g  with a h a n g o v e r ?  This  a r t i c l e  
is  p r i m a r i l y  for you if  you a n s w e r  y e s  to e i th e r  one of the above  
q u e s t i o n s .  If you can  a n s w e r  no,  r ea d  on in the event  you h a v e  a 
f r i e n d  that you m igh t  be ab le  to h e lp .

I a m  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  and prob ab ly  one of the lu ck ie r  o n e s ,  as  
I h ave  a w ife  that h as  knowij m y  p r o b le m  for e l e v e n  y e a r s  and at  
th is  point I sh a l l  add,  she  has  not on ly  known of this., but has  u n ­
d e r s t o o d  and a c c e p t e d  it m u c h  b e t t e r  than I did unt i l  about two  
m o n th s  ago ,  when  I s t a r t e d  to grow  up. When  I use^growup h e r e  
I do not m e a n  as  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  I m e a n  as  an adult  Who has  f in ­
a l l y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  a d o l e s c e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  two sh ort  mbnths  ago I 
w a s  s t i l l  v e r y  i m m a t u r e .

You s e e ,  I would  ge t  the d e s i r e  to e x p r e s s  m y s e l f  as a t r a n s ­
v e s t i t e ,  but w h e th e r  I w ould  or  not would  have  no b e a r in g  w h a t ­
s o e v e r  on what  w ould  fo l low .  Not  h av ing  c o n s i d e r e d  that a l l  of  
us h ave  both a f e m in i n e  and mSiscu line s id e  I would  be o v e r c o m e  
b y  a f e e l in g  of gu il t  and would  r e s o r t  to a lc o h o l  to c o v e r  it.  R e ­
ac t in g  n o r m a l l y  tD o v er  in d u lg en ce ,  I g e n e r a l l y  b e c a m e  quite o b ­
n ox iou s  or r id i c u lo u s  depending on the m ood  I h appened  to be in.

L et  m e  tr y  to c l a r i f y  the ab ove  two m o o d s  by s ta r t in g  with  
the ob n o x io u s .  F i r s t  I w ould  b e c o m e  quite  o v e r b e a r i n g  and e x ­
t r e m e l y  in t e l l ig e n t ,  the la t ter  on ly  in m y  own m in d .  I knew  
e v e r y t h i n g .  Of c o u r s e ,  th is  has  led to both g iv ing  and r e c e i v i n g  
a punch in the n o s e  on o c c a s i o n .  When the b a r s  c l o s e d  I would  
h ead  for  h o m e ,  walk  in and, to p r o v e  how m a s c u l i n e  I w a s ,  I 
would  g e n e r a l l y  aw aken  m y  w i fe  and let  h e r  know that I had a 
snootfu l  and with  the u s e  of  language that w a s  not in the l e a s t  
w a r  ran ted ,  i n s i s t  that what I did w a s  m y  own b u s i n e s s  and a s k
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The ridicuLous drunk is  v e r y  simiLar to the obnox ious  drunk  
only  in th is  w ay ,  I would  g e n e r a l l y  a r r i v e  h o m e  e a r l i e r  and p r o ­
c e e d  to t e l l  m y  wife  that she didn't  u n d e r s ta n d  m e .  F e e l i n g  g e n ­
e r a l l y  v e r y  s o r r y  for m y s e l f ,  I w ould  b e la b o r  the fact  that she  
could  not p o s s i b l y  u n d e rs tan d  the e m o t i o n a l  s t r a in  that I am  u n d e r ­
going in an ef fort  to avo id  e x p r e s s i n g  m y  f e m in i n e  n a tu re .

The obnoxious  and the r id i c u lo u s  b e h a v io r  both have one thing  
in c o m m o n ,  w hich  I think you can  r e a d i l y  s e e .  Both  a re  att itudes  
a s s u m e d  by a s tupid  and i m m a t u r e  ch i ld .

Now you a re  p rob ab ly  s a y in g ,  s u r e  it i s  s tupid  for h im  to 
drink,  but he h as  a w ife  that u n d e r s ta n d s .  You a r e  p rob ab ly  c o n ­
so l in g  y o u r s e l f  at th is  v e r y  m o m e n t  by s a y in g  if  you had a w ife  
that u n d e r s to o d  your f e e l i n g s  that you w ould  n e v e r  n eed  a drink .  
L e t ' s  go a l i t t le  d e e p e r  into th is  and s e e  if  you w ould  l e a v e  a l c o ­
hol a lon e .  A s  I s ta ted  e a r l i e r  in th is  a r t i c l e ,  m y  w ife  h a s  known 
of m y  t r a n s v e s t i t e  d e s i r e s  for e l e v e n  y e a r s  and I h ave  b e e n  a 
drin k er  for  a good part of t h e s e  e l e v e n  y e a r s .  In a m o o d  of r e ­
m o r s e  fo l low ing  o v e r  in d u lgen ce ,  I h ave  sat  down and t r ie d  to 
l o g i c a l l y  ju s t i fy  m y  a c t io n s  to m y  w i f e .  S u r e ,  I to ld  h e r ,  you  
say  you don't  m in d  m y  b e in g  a TV, but you a r e  only  s a y in g  th is  
b e c a u s e  you have to and b e s i d e s  you want m e  to quit  drinking.  
Try ing  to fu rther  exp la in  m y  a c t io n s  I s a id ,  you a c c e p t  t h e s e  
a c t io n s  b e c a u s e  you a re  m y  w i f e ,  but do you r e a l i z e  if  anyone  
e l s e  found out that I wouldn't  have  a f r ie n d  in the w o r ld ?  My  
wife  arg u ed  th is  point with m e  by say in g  that p eop le  in g e n e r a l  
w e r e  a lot n i c e r  than I gave  th e m  c r e d i t  for  and that the m a j o r i t y  
of th em  p rob ab ly  had l i t t le  o d d i t i e s  of  th e ir  own, so  what  gave  
m e  the right  to f e e l  that I had to be the u t m o s t  in p e r f e c t i o n .

T h e r e  is a lot of  good  c o m m o n  log ic  in what  she  s a id ,  but  
not be ing  a m a tu r e  or l o g i c a l  p e r s o n  I w a s  unable  to s e e  t h i s .

About e ight  m on ths  ago,  I c a m e  in one e v en in g  and our n e ig h -

w h a t  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  do  a b o u t  i t .
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b o r s  w e r e  v i s i t i n g  u s ,  w e  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to pLay c a r d s  th is  e v e n ­
ing,  but it had s l ip p e d  m y  mind.  I had stopped  to have  a couple  
of dr inks  on the w a y  h o m e ,  d on’t get  ahead  of m e  though, I w a sn ' t  
drunk or e v e n  fe e l in g  good.  I had just  had a cou p le  of  dr inks .

The husband sp oke  up and s a id  "You know, if  you a re  going to 
be la te ,  you should  g ive  your w ife  a c a l l ,  she  h a s  b een  w o r r i e d  
to death that you w e r e  going t o  c o m e  in ha l f  loaded .  "

His w i fe  s topp ed  h im  by  s a y in g  "this is  none of our b u s i n e s s ,  
but you h ave  su ch  a w on d er fu l  w i fe  and she w o r r i e s  about you a 
lot  m o r e  than you think.  "

My w ife  w a s  s tanding  and I to ld  h er  to s it  down, taking a c h a ir  
for m y s e l f ,  I s a id  "You know I a m  g lad  that I am  late as  th is  is  
as  good a t im e  as any to s e e  who it w o r r i e d  about what and why. " 
T h en  and th e r e  in about as blunt t e r m s  as I cou ld  u s e  I to ld  this  
w on d er fu l  co u p le  that I was  a t r a n s v e s t i t e .  "

R e a c t io n ?  Y e s ,  I got  r e a c t io n !

The husband  s a id  "so w h a t?  Do you e x p e c t  the w o r ld  to c o m e  
to an end,  " then he  added, "to the b e s t  of m y  k n ow led ge  th is  is  a 
d e s i r e  to d r e s s  in f e m in i n e  g a r m e n t s .  A lthough I don't  u n d e r ­
s tand  it,  I can ' t  s e e  why it should  u p s e t  you so m u ch .  "

"My gosh "  h is  w ife  s a id  "he ( indicat ing  h e r  husband)  l ik e s  to 
a r r a n g e  f l o w e r s ,  l o v e s  to dance  and c r i e s  l ike a baby in a sad  
m o v i e ,  but he d o e s n ' t  ge t  drunk e v e r y  t i m e  one of t h e s e  fem in in e  
s i d e s  of  h is  n a tu re  c o m e s  through.  Now c o m e  on and le t ' s  p lay  
c a r d s ."

T h is  should  have  b e e n  enough for an yon e ,  but it w a s n ' t  for  
m e - - I  con t in u ed  to dr ink  and f e e l  s o r r y  for  m y s e l f .  A s  a r e s u l t  
of th i s ,  I s t a r t e d  to l o s e  m y  f r i e n d s .  My n e ig h b o r ' s  w ife  c o n t in ­
ued to v i s i t  with  m y  w i f e ,  but th ey  quit v i s i t i n g  w hen I w a s  h o m e .

"You s e e "  I to ld  m y  w i f e ,  "now that th ey  know they  don't  want
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Two m onths  ago  I c a m e  a c r o s s  the f i r s t  co p y  of T r a n s v e s t i a  
that I had s e e n ,  I r ea d  it through  f r o m  c o v e r  to c o v e r .  I w r o te  
to V ir g in ia  and B a r b a r a  and r e c e i v e d  two m o r e  c o p i e s  w h ic h  I 
a l s o  rea d  f r o m  c o v e r  to c o v e r .  T h en  c a m e  the dawn, it w a s n ’t 
the lack of u n d e rs tan d in g  on the part  of  m y  w ife  or m y  f r i e n d s ,  
it w a s  m y s e l f .  I w as  the one u n w i l l ing  to u n d e r s ta n d ,  I w a s  p r e ­
ju d iced ,  I hated  m e ,  and ab ove  a l l  I w a s  m y  own w o r s t  e n e m y .
I w a s  a fra id  to unlock  the door  and show m y  tru e  p e r s o n a l i t y .

Do you drink?  Stop a m in u te  and look at y o u r s e l f  in the m i r ­
r o r .  A r e  you looking at R o s e ,  B a r b a r a  or  H e le n ,  or a r e  you  
looking at T o m ,  D ick  or H a r r y ?  It d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r  w h ic h  
you a re  looking at though,  a s  th ey  a r e  both you and th ey  m u s t  
le arn  to l ive  to g e th er  and en joy  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  c o m p a n y .  R o s e  
p robably  h as  m a n y  w o n d er fu l  s e n s i t i v e  t r a i t s  that T o m  sh ould  
have and would  a d m i r e  if he w ould  look at h e r  o b j e c t i v e l y .  It i s ­
n't the need  of a w i f e ,  g i r l f r i e n d  or just  f r i e n d s  to u n d e r s ta n d  
R o s e ,  . . . T o m  m u s t  fu l ly  u n d e r s ta n d  and a c c e p t  h e r  w ithout  s h a m e  
or guilt .  Once  T o m  h as  done t h i s ,  then  he w i l l  be abLe to i n t e l l ­
ig e n t ly  in trod u ce  h e r  to h is  w i fe  or  f i a n c e e  and, as w ith  so  m a n y  
th ings ,  i f  th ey  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  th ey  a r e  m o r e  r e a d i ly  
u n d e rs to o d  and a c c e p t e d  by o th e r s .

I don't  s a y  R o s e  w i l l  be  u n d e r s to o d  and a c c e p t e d  by e v e r y o n e ,  
as  a m a t t e r - o f - f a c e ,  she  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  on ly  be u n d e r s to o d  and  
a c c e p t e d  by a v e r y  s m a l l  m in o r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r s ,  
the f i r s t  p e r s o n  that has  to a c c e p t  and u n d e r s ta n d  R o s e  i s  R o s e  
h e r s e l f .  . . but she m u s t  be  e q u a l ly  a c c e p t e d  b y  T o m .

You m u s t  r e m e m b e r ,  i g n o r a n c e  b r e e d s  f e a r  and fe a r  in i t ' s  
turn b r e e d s  h a tred  and w hen one a c t s  w h i le  under  the in f lu e n c e  
of h a tred ,  he i s  v e r y  apt to act  quite s tup id ly .

I a m  not say in g  you should  quit dr ink ing ,  I think a l c o h o l  can  
be quite enjoyab le  if one u s e s  it a s  it w a s  in ten d ed .  So take a 
drink to be s o c ia b le  if you want ,  but don't  dr ink out of  a f e e l in g

to  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  m e .  M
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of s h a m e  or b e c a u s e  you f e e l  gu i l ty .  Think about that drink b e ­
f o r e  you  take it , i f  you a r e  going to take it b e c a u s e  you a r e  a s h ­
a m e d  of  R o s e ,  for  if that i s  the r e a s o n ,  then you haven't  r e a c h e d  
m a t u r i t y  y e t .

R e m e m b e r  t h i s ,  what  you have  b e e n  th row in g  aw ay  on b o o z e  
cou ld  buy R o s e  s o m e  l o v e l y  d r e s s e s  or other  i t e m s  of ap p are l  
that I a m  quite s u r e  she  would  a p p r e c i a t e .  I b e l i e v e  even  T o m  
w i l l  be  p roud  of h e r ,  o n ce  she  has  b e e n  a l l o w e d  to fu l ly  e x p r e s s  
h e r s e l f .

If I can  h e lp  you,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to w r i t e  m e .

M a d e l in e

EDITOR'S  N O T E :  The fo l low in g  a r t i c l e  en t i t l ed ,  "My F r i e n d  B e r -  
nie"  w a s  w r i t t e n  by a f r ie n d  of " M a d e le i n e ' s "  and is  p ubl ished  to 
show o th er  f e a r fu l  and guil t  r idden  T V s  that th e r e  a r e  f r i e n d s  of  
"his" who can  a l s o  be  f r i e n d s  of  " h e rs " .  H is  a r t i c l e  m a k e s  a f i t ­
t ing c o m p l e m e n t a r y  a r t i c l e  to th is  one as  it s e t s  forth the s a m e  
p r o b l e m  f r o m  the point of  v ie w  of a n o n - T V  o b s e r v e r .  We know 
for  a fact  that we h ave  o t h e r s  in our r e a d e r s h i p  who a r e  s trong  
d r i n k e r s .  S o m e  h a v e  found t h e m s e l v e s  and p e a c e  of  m ind through
A .  A .  o th e r s  a r e  s t i l l  f ight ing  a lo n e .  It i s  the hope of the E d i tor ,  
of  M a d e l e in e  and of h e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  fr ie n d  that the publ icat ion  
of  th is  dual c a s e  h i s t o r y  m a y  p ro v e  of h e lp  to o t h e r s  who a re  a l s o  
f ight ing  the  w a r  on two fron ts  - - A l c o h o l  and TV.  May it h e lp  th em  
win  on both.



My Friend Bernie
A n o n y m o u s

Why is  i t  so s t r a n g e  to f i nd  out  a f r i e n d  o f  y o ur s  is a t r a n s v e s t i t e ?  
How are you  s u p p o s e d  to a c t ?  I d i d n ' t  ask m y s e l f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  wh e n  
I f i r s t  f ound out  my f r i e n d  was a TV.  but  now I h a v e  t o .  Bernard s t i l l  
c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  was  a b l e  to t e l l  a ma n  and w o m a n  a b o u t  h i s  p r o b l e m  
and f ind t h a t  t h e y  did no t  turn t h e i r  b a c k s  i n  d i s g u s t .  Hi s  TV f r i e n d s  
h a v e  b e e n  t e l l i n g  h i m  how l u c k y  he i s  to h a v e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d  
and how t he y  wi sh t h e y  had f r i e n d s  t h e y  c o u l d  go  t o .  I f i nd  i t  v e r y  
hard to b e l i e v e  t ha t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  " s t r a i g h t "  f r i e n d s  are t h a t  hard to  
c o m e  b y .  Co u l d  i t  be t ha t  i t  t a k e s  m o r e  c o u r a g e  to a d m i t  to  your  
f r i e n d s  t h a t  y o u  are a TV t han i t  i s  t o  a d m i t  i t  to  y o u r s e l f ?  Bernard  

. d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  c o m e  up to us and a d m i t  h i s  p r o b l e m  wi t h  a c l e a r  h e a d .  
T h e r e  was  p l e n t y  of  h e l l  p r e c e e d i n g  t h i s .

We m e t  Mary and Bernard a l i t t l e  o v e r  a y e a r  a g o .  T h e y  m o v e d  
i n t o  t he  a p a r t m e n t  n e x t  door to us.  I h e a r d  f r o m o t h e r  n e i g h b o r s  t h a t  
he was a dr i n k e r  and o n l y  for t h i s  r e a s o n  we d i d n ’t b e c o m e  f r i e n d s  
r i g h t  a w a y .  We w o u l d  nod a h e l l o  and t ha t  w o u l d  be i t .  My w i f e  and  
I had had our share  of  d r i n k e r s  b a c k  e a s t  and c o u l d n ’ t s e e  m a k i n g  
f r i e n d s  wi t h  one  out  h e r e .  T h e n  a l l  o f  a s u d d e n  we w e r e  f r i e n d s .  I 
d o n ’ t know how i t  s t a r t e d  but  we d i d n ’t f i nd  h i m  so b a d .  We d i d n ’t 
e v e n  t h i nk  o f  h i s  d r i n k i n g  as he  d i d n ' t  c o m e  n e a r  us w h e n  he  was  
"under  the  i n f l u e n c e " .  We e v e n  p l a n n e d  a w e e k e n d  in Las V e g a s .  We 
had a g o o d  t i m e ,  e v e n  drank a l o t  but  no d r u n k e n  s e s s i o n s .  T h a t  i s  
not  u n t i l  a f ew w e e k s  a f t e r  we r e t u r n e d  h o m e .

I c a m e  h o m e  a f t e r  an e n g a g e m e n t  one  e v e n i n g  and h e a r d  a l o t  of  
n o i s e  as I e n t e r e d  the  c o u r t y a r d  b e t w e e n  the  a p a r t m e n t s .  I s o o n  f ound  
t he  n o i s e  to be c o m i n g  f rom m j  a p a r t m e n t  and a l s o  f rom Bernard .
When I w a l k e d  i n ,  t h e r e  he  was  w i t h  a b o t t l e  of  V o d k a  in one  hand  
and a wa t e r  g l a s s  in the  o t h e r .  He was  so s i c k e n i n g  drunk i t  w a s n ' t  
f u n n y .  It was  p l a i n  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  and m i n e  w e r e  no t  h a v i n g  an e a s y  
t i m e  wi t h  h i m .  I was  r e a d y  to b l o w  my  t op,  but  k n e w  t h a t  w o u l d  g e t  
m e  no w h e r e  so I sat  down and t r i e d  to t a l k  to h i m ,  t r y i n g  to g e t  h i m  
to hi s  a p a r t m e n t  and i n t o  b e d .  He o n l y  g o t  l o u d e r  and l o u d e r  and the  
g i r l s  we r e  g e t t i n g  mo r e  u p s e t .  He s t a r t e d  to  t a l k  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  
s e n s e .  He k e p t  t e l l i n g  me  he  had to p r o v e  he  was  a m a n .  As far as 
I was c o n c e r n e d ,  a l l  he  had to do was  p u l l  down h i s  p a n t s  to p r o v e  
t hat ,  but  he  f e l t  he had to d e s t r o y  s o m e t h i n g  or s o m e o n e  to do so .
He ke p t  c l i n c h i n g  hi s  f i s t  at  m e  as t h o u g h  I was  h i s  v i c t i m ,  but  t h e n
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r e a l i z i n g  w h a t  he  was  d o i n g  he  w o u l d  say he  d i d n ’t want  to hurt  me  but  
he had to go  out  and b e a t  up s o m e o n e .  T h e n  the  mo r e  I t r i e d  to t a l k  
to h i m ,  the  m o r e  v i o l e n t  he  was g e t t i n g .  Wi th a l l  the  n o i s e ,  we soon  
g o t  a v i s i t  f r om the  m a n a g e r .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  we  we r e  t h r o w i n g  a l oud  
pa r t y  and our n e i g h b o r s  we r e  c o m p l a i n i n g .  T h i s  q u i e t e d  Bernard for 
a b o u t  t h r e e  s e c o n d s  and t h e n  he  g o t  l o u d e r .

I f i n a l l y  m a n a g e d  to g e t  h i m  out  i n t o  t he  c o u r t  wi t h  s o m e  t a l l  t a l k­
i n g  and a l m o s t  g o t  h i m  i n t o  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  w h e n  he d e c i d e d  to put  on a 
w i l d  s e s s i o n  in t he  m i d d l e  o f  the  c o u r t .  T h a t  i n c l u d e d  p u s h i n g  and  
s l a p p i n g  me  a l l  o v e r  the  p l a c e .  Our n e i g h b o r s  who  t h o u g h t  we we r e  
h a v i n g  a l o u d  pa r t y  we r e  l o o k i n g  out  f rom b e h i n d  t h e i r  drapes  and not  
one  of  t h e m  o f f e r e d  h e l p .

The  g i r l s  we r e  t e r r i f i e d ,  c r y i n g ,  t r y i n g  to t a l k  t o  h i m  and s i n c e  he 
was a l m o s t  t w i c e  my  w e i g h t  I was  t r y i n g  to do s o m e  f a s t  t a l k i n g  my s e l f .  
F i n a l l y  he  g r a b b e d  my wr i s t s  and I f e l t  he  was  g o i n g  to b r e a k  t h e m  in  
h a l f .  I d o n ’t kno w wh a t  m a d e  m e  say i t ,  but  I c a m e  out  w i t h ,  " D o n ’ t 
l e t  me  b e g  y o u  l i k e  a w om an,  s t r a i g h t e n  up and go  to b e d . ” Wi th th i s  
he  s a i d ,  ’’Y o u ’re no t  a w o m a n ,  I a m ! ” and t h e n  he  s e e m e d  to  l o s e  a l l  
hi s  s t r e n g t h  and a l l o w e d  m e  to l e a d  h i m  to h i s  a p a r t m e n t .  My mi n d  
t r i e d  to work f a s t  to  f i g u r e  out  w h a t  he  m e a n t  by t h i s .  My f i r s t  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  was  t h a t  he  was  a h o m o s e x u a l ,  but  I d i d n ’ t t h i n k  he  w o u l d  be  
a c t i n g  l i k e  t h i s  i f  h e  w e r e ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  are proud of  t he  f a c t .  Th e n  
I t h o u g h t  he  m a y  h a v e  had a d e s i r e  to be  a w o m a n  but  r e a l l y  c o u l d n ’ t 
i m a g i n e  in w h a t  m a n n e r .  My o n l y  k n o w l e d g e  of  TVs  was f rom " P y s c h o ” 
and n e e d l e s s  to  say ,  t h a t  did no j u s t i c e  to t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e s .

When I g o t  h i m  i n t o  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  he  s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  w i l d  a g a i n  and 
b e g a n  t h r o w i n g  p u n c h e s  at  m e .  He t hrew me  on t he  s o f a  and s t a r t e d  
s w i n g i n g .  At  one  p o i n t  I ducked  f a s t  e n o u g h  to h a v e  h i m  go f l y i n g  i n ­
to t he  w a l l  and mo r e  or l e s s  k n o c k  h i m s e l f  o u t .

We sat  up for a l o n g  w h i l e  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  as the  poor  w o m a n  was  
h a l f  out  of  h e r  mi n d  w i t h  d i s g u s t .  We m a n a g e d  to c o n s o l e  her  as b e s t  
we c o u l d  but  w h e n  we l e f t  her  we  c o u l d n ’t s l e e p  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  her  
mo r e  t han  h i m .  We had l e f t  h i m  s p r a w l e d  out  on the  c o u c h  and c o u l d ­
n ’ t c a r e  l e s s  i f  he  e v e r  w o k e  up.

He did w a k e  up and s t a r t e d  d r i n k i n g  a l l  ove r  a g a i n  but  t h i s  t i m e  
out  of  s h a m e  for w h a t  he  had d o n e  to  us .  He f e l t  he  had to dr i nk to  
g e t  c o u r a g e  to a p o l o g i z e .  My w i f e  and I w e n t  out  t ha t  e v e n i n g  and 
c a m e  h o m e  r a t h e r  l a t e .  Hi s  door  was  o p e n e d  and my w i f e  t o l d  me  to  
go s e e  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  was  a l r i g h t .  When we w a l k e d  i n ,  he  w a s n ’ t as 
s t o n e d  as t he  n i g h t  b e f o r e  but  s t i l l  a l i t t l e  s l o p p y .  He m a d e  hi s  a p o l ­
o g i e s  but  I was  v e r y  c o l d  and he  k e p t  t a l k i n g  t r y i n g  to  s o f t e n  me  up.
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He kn e w he  had to t e l l  us why  he did w h a t  he  d i d .  T h e n  he b l u r t e d  
i t  out ,  "I am a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  do y o u  kno w w h a t  t h a t  i s ? ” I t o l d  h i m  I 
did but  no t  c l e a r l y .  He l i k e d t o  we a r  w o m a n ’s c l o t h i n g  he  s a i d .  T h e n  
I kne w wh a t  he  m e a n t  t he  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w h e n  he  t o l d  me  I w a s n ’ t a 
w o m a n ,  he  w a s .  I t o l d  h i m  wh a t  he  s a i d  to me  and he  t r i e d  to  d e n y  
i t .  He s a i d  he  n e v e r  t o l d  a n y o n e  and c o u l d n ’ t b e l i e v e  he  t o l d  m e .  I 
t o l d  h i m  he  d i d n ' t  or w a s n ’t in any  c o n d i t i o n  to do any  r e a l  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h a t  n i g h t  and as l o n g  as we  k n e w ,  he  m a y  as w e l l  g i v e  us t he  w h o l e  
wor ks .

Af t e r  t e l l i n g  us of  h i s  a n g u i s h  wi t h  t h i s  p r o b l e m  and a n s w e r i n g  
our q u e s t i o n s ,  he  s e e m e d  s u r p r i s e d  t ha t  we d i d n ’ t g e t  up and w a l k  out  
on h i m .  He was  s u r p r i s e d  we d i d n ’ t l o o k  at  h i m  l i k e  he  had a rare  
d i s e a s e .  Both my w i f e  and I a s k e d  i f  any  c u r e  c o u l d  be had and he  
sa i d  d e f i n i t e l y  no,  so we  t o l d  h i m  why t he  h e l l  d i d n ’ t he  l e a r n  to  l i v e  
wi t h  i t .  He was  a s h a m e d ,  d i s g u s t e d ,  l o n e l y  and f i l l e d  w i t h  a l o t  of  
s e l f  p i t y .  I t o l d  h i m  I wo u l d  be  w i l l i n g  to h e l p  h i m  a l l  I c o u l d  but  
w i t h o u t  the  b o o z e .  T h a t  w a s n ' t  s o l v i n g  t he  p r o b l e m .

I l e t  h i m  know I f e l t  mo r e  sorry for h i s  w i f e  t h a n  I di d for h i m .  
Thi s  poor  w o m a n  had to l i v e  w i t h  t h i s  m a n  k n o w i n g  w h a t  he  was ,  but  
c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  j u s t  wh a t  i t  was  a l l  a b o u t .  You  c o u l d  s e e  w h e n  
we t a l k e d  to her  a b o u t  i t ,  she  d i d n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  m u c h .  So we had to 
c o n v i n c e  h i m  we c o u l d n ’ t c a r e  l e s s  wh a t  h e  was  as l o n g  as he  d i d n ’ t 
hurt  us and we had to try to h e l p  h i s  w i f e  u n d e r s t a n d  m o r e  t han  she  
d i d .  I t o l d  h i m  w h e n e v e r  he  f e l t  t h i s  d e s i r e ,  he  s h o u l d  s u b m i t  to  i t  
wi t h  no f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t .  I was  w i l l i n g  to h a v e  h i m  s e nd  h i s  w i f e  and  
c h i l d  o v e r  to our a p a r t m e n t  so he  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  to s n e a k  o f f  to a 
m o t e l .  I t r i e d  u s i n g  as m u c h  c o m m o n  s e n s e  as I c o u l d  but  I was  a c t ­
u a l l y  g r o p p i n g  i n  t he  dark as I h a r d l y  k n e w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t he  s u b j e c t .  
My w i f e  and I had l o o k e d  i t  up in b o o k s  but  f o und  v e r y  l i t t l e  so had  
to re s or t  b a c k  to c o m m o n  s e n s e .

Bernard was  v e r y  h a p p y ,  i n  f a c t  t h r i l l e d  to  d e a t h  t h a t  h e  had f i n ­
a l l y  t o l d  s o m e o n e .  I h o p e d  t h a t  t he  f a c t  t h a t  he  had t o l d  us w o u l d  be  
a b i g  h e l p  to h i m  i n f a c i n g  t he  p r o b l e m  but  he  s t i l l  w e n t  on wi t h  h i s  
d r i n k i n g .

We l e a r n e d  how he  s t a r t e d  as a TV and t he  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  he  
t r i e d  as a cur e  w h i c h  we r e  q u i t e  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  He t o l d  us o f  t r y i n g  to 
s e e k  out  a r e l i g i o n  for p e a c e  of  m i n d .  T h i s  m a n  and h i s  w i f e  w e n t  
t hr o ug h  y e a r s  of  h e l l  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  E x c e p t  for d o c t o r s ,  no one  
kn e w,  he  dar e d  not  t e l l  a s o u l ,  for f e a r  o f  b e i n g  c a l l e d  a q u e e r ,  for  
f e ar  of  l o s i n g  hi s  f r i e n d s  and f a m i l y .  But  he  did l o s e  t h e m ,  no t  as a 
TV but  as a dr unk.  My w i f e  and I did no t  turn a g a i n s t  h i m  w h e n  we
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f o u n d  out  a b o u t  h i s  t r a n s v e s t i s m  but  we we r e  t u r n i n g  a g a i n s t  h i m  w h e n  
he  c o n t i n u e d  to  dr i nk ,  i n s p i t e  of  a l l  t he  t a l k i n g  we did to h i m .  I 
r e m e m b e r  m a n y  n i g h t s  we o n l y  g o t  a c o u p l e  of  hours  s l e e p  t r y i n g  to  
c o n v i n c e  h i m  t h a t  d r i n k i n g  w a s n ’ t t he  s o l u t i o n  but  i t  s e e m e d  a l l  i n  v a i n .  
We had had  i t ,  h i s  w i f e  had had  i t ,  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  who  did not  u n d e r ­
s t a nd  why he  drank had had i t .  He was  l o s i n g  e v e r y t h i n g .  His  w i f e  
w a n t e d  a d i v o r c e ,  she  l o o k e d  l i k e  she  was  r e a d y  for t he  p y s c h o  wa r d .
We j u s t  s t a r t e d  to  be  as c o l d  as a n y t h i n g  to  h i m  but  n o ne  of  t h i s  s e e m ­
ed to p h a s e  h i m ,  at  l e a s t  n o t  at  f i r s t .

T h e n  one  day  he  c a m e  h o m e  and a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  he  f i n ­
a l l y  had f o u n d  h i s  r e l i g i o n .  T h a t  he  and h i s  w i f e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  C a t h ­
o l i c s .  He s e e m e d  to c h a n g e  a l i t t l e  and we t r i e d  a g a i n .  But e v e n  
w i t h  t he  r e l i g i o n  he  w o u l d n ’ t f a c e  h i s  p r o b l e m  and r e s o r t e d  to d r i n k i n g  
a g a i n .  T h i s  t i m e  he  used any  e x c u s e  he  c o u l d  b e c a u s e  he  kne w we  
w o u l d  no l o n g e r  a c c e p t  t he  e x c u s e  t h a t  he  was  d r i n k i n g  b e c a u s e  he  was  
a T V .  S o m e  of  h i s  e x c u s e s  and p e r f o r m a n c e s  we r e  r e a l l y  a c a d e m y  
award s t u f f  and i f  I had an o s c a r  i n  my h a n d ,  I w o u l d  h a v e  b a n g e d  h i m  
o v e r  t he  h e a d  w i t h  i t .

Be r n i e  and h i s  w i f e  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to be b a p t i z e d  in a s hor t  w h i l e  
w i t h  my  w i f e  and I as s p o n s o r s .  Wi th t h i s  ne w p h a s e  of  d r i n k i n g  he  
was  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  I d i d n ’t t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  e v e r  b e .  It g o t  to the  p o i n t  
w h e r e  t he  o n l y  r e a s o n  we w o u l d  s po ns o r  t h e i r  b a p t i z m  was  b e c a u s e  of  
h i s  w i f e .  If  he  d e c i d e d  to j u m p  o f f  a c l i f f  or drown h i m s e l f  or w h a t ­
e v e r  wa y  he  p l a n n e d  to  k i l l  h i m s e l f ,  at  l e a s t ,  b e i n g  of  s o m e  f a i t h ,  
she  w o u l d  be a b l e  to g e t  s o m e  h e l p .

A g a i n  we w a n t e d  no par t  o f  h i m .  We j u s t  t r e a t e d  h i m  c o l d l y  and 
s t a y e d  as far a w a y  as p o s s i b l e .  D u r i n g  t he  da y s ,  t he  g i r l s  saw e a c h  
o t h e r  but  at  n i g h t  e a c h  s t a y e d  in her  own a p a r t m e n t .  It  j u s t  s e e m e d  
t h a t  i t  was  n e v e r  g o i n g  to g e t  b e t t e r .  We w a n t e d  to be  B e r n i e ’s 
f r i e n d s  and we  t r i e d  to h e l p  h i m  but  h i s  d r i n k i n g  f o r c e d  us a p a r t .  S o m e  
ho w he  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  he  was  l o s i n g  t he  o n l y  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  he  
had l e f t .  He d i d n ' t  kno w w h e r e  to turn or who  to go t o .  He kne w we  
had l o s t  a l l  r e s p e c t  for h i m  and he  had  to s t a y  a w a y .

T h e n  o ne  day h e  r e a d  an a r t i c l e  i n  " S e x o l o g y ” by C h a r l e s  P r i n c e  
and t hi s  c h a n g e d  h i s  w h o l e  l i f e .  C o n t a c t  was  m a d e  and Bernard j o i n e d  
t h e  " s o r o r i t y " .  He r e  he  m e t  m a n y  m e n  j u s t  l i k e  h i m s e l f .  Most  of  
t h e m  had had  l o t s  o f  t r o u b l e s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o o .  T h i s  m a d e  h i m  f i n ­
a l l y  r e a l i z e  he  was  no t  a l o n e  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  He was t o l d  the  s a me  
t h i n g  p y s c h i a t r i s t s  had t o l d  h i m  i n  t he  p a s t  and mo r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  he  
was  h e a r i n g  t he  s a m e  t h i n g s  my  w i f e  and I had b e e n  t e l l i n g  h i m  a l l  
a l o n g .  T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  he  w a s n ’ t a l o n e  was  t he  s t ar t  o f  hi s  b e i n g

34.



able to accept himself as a TV.

He i s  a ne w m a n  now and I o n l y  r e g r e t  t h a t  he  w a s n ' t  l i k e  t h i s  w h e n  
we f i r s t  m e t ,  we  c o u l d  h a v e  a v o i d e d  so m u c h  h e a r t a c h e .

As I s a i d  i n  the  b e g i n n i n g ,  a l l  h i s  ne w f o u n d  TV f r i e n d s  h a v e  t o l d  
h i m  he  is v e r y  l u c k y  to h a v e  f r i e n d s  l i k e  my  w i f e  and m e .  He a l m o s t  
l o s t  us,  not  for b e i n g  a TV but  for t he  d r i n k i n g  w h i c h  we c o u l d n ' t  a c ­
c e p t .  Now t h a t  he  has  s t r a i g h t e n e d  h i m s e l f  out  we are  v e r y  g o o d  
f r i e n d s .  We h e l p  h i m  i n a n y w a y  we c a n  wi t h  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h e a r t .
My w i f e  a l t e r s  h i s  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  and i s  e v e n  m a k i n g  h i m  a dress  for  
hi s  f e m i n i n e  c o u n t e r p a r t .

B e r n i e ’s TV f r i e n d s  w a n t e d  to m e e t  us and s e e  w h a t  m a k e s  us t he  
t y pe  of  p e o p l e  we a r e .  We m e t  t w o  o f  t h e m ,  one  n i g h t ,  i n  dress  and  
I was  t o l d  i t  was  v e r y  u n u s u a l ,  for a TV to  e n t e r t a i n  t wo  o t h e r  TVs  in  
dress  in h i s  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t wo  " s t r a i g h t "  p e o p l e  i n c l u d e d .  I was  s ur ­
pr i s e d  to h e a r  t h i s  and s t i l l  f i nd  i t  hard to  b e l i e v e  " s t r a i g h t "  f r i e n d s  
are hard to f i n d .  D o n ’t g e t  t he  i d e a  my w i f e  and I are g o i n g  out  to  
put  on a c a m p a i g n  to put  a TV i n e v e r y  f r i e n d s h i p ,  we  a r e n ’ t t he  s o a p ­
box t y p e ,  but  t h e r e  are a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  us in t h i s  wo r l d  and t he  
o n l y  way  to f i nd t h e m is to l o o k  for t h e m .  M a y b e  s o m e  of  your  f r i e n d s  
are l i k e  us and o n l y  f e a r  and s h a m e  p r e v e n t  y o u  f rom f i n d i n g  i t  o u t .
If  your  f r i e n d s  and f a m i l y  t r u l y  t h i n k  a n y t h i n g  o f  y o u ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  a c c ­
e p t  what  y o u  a r e .  If  not ,  I w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  any  par t  o f  t h e m .

Our f r i e n d s  are  no t  l i m i t e d  to  j u s t  one  TV and h i s  w i f e  but  i n c l u d e  
a l l  t y p e s  of  p e o p l e  . We d o n ’t l o o k  down on a n y o n e  u n l e s s  t h e y  try to  
hurt  us .  Our m o t t o  i s  "Li ve  and l e t  l i v e  and t he  h e l l  w i t h  s o c i e t y " .
We d o n ’ t l i k e  i t  w h e n  p e o p l e  try to p s y c h o - a n a l y z e  us to  try to f i nd  
out  wha t  m a k e s  us t i c k .  We e n j o y  l i f e ,  a p p r e c i a t e  our g o o d  f o r t u n e s  
and l o v e  p e o p l e .  One of  t he  s e c r e t s  of  a c c e p t i n g  an o d d i t y  is t o  ask 
y o u r s e l f  ho w y o u  w o u l d  f e e l  i f  y o u  w e r e  in t h e i r  s h o e s ?  What  w o u l d  
you e x p e c t  f r om a f r i e n d ?  I w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  TVs  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a 
f r i e n d  wi t h  a p r o b l e m  g r e a t e r  t h a n  h i s .

Ed.  N o t e !  Th i s  i s  t he  k i nd of  a f r i e n d  to  h a v e ,  and t h e r e  are  mo r e  of  
t h e m  around t han  m o s t  FPs r e a l i z e .  S o m e  of  our n u m b e r  h a v e ,  d u r i n g  
t he  p a s t  y e a r  t o l d  of  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  f r i e n d s .  When t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  
to do so w i t h o u t  a p o l o g y  and g u i l t  but  wi t h  i n t e r e s t  and r e a s o n a b l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  t h e y  w e r e  u s u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  Ma n y  h a v e  w r i t t e n  i n  a b o u t  
t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  One m u s t  us e  w i s d o m  i n s e l e c t i n g  t h e  f r i e n d s  to  
t e l l  and s o me  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  t he  t e l l i n g ,  but  i t  c a n  be  d o n e  and i t  i s  
m u c h  mo r e  fun to h a v e  s o m e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r i e n d s  a r o u n d .
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My fitory

by S ad ie  ( 3 8 - S -  1)

I am f o u r t y - f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .  I c a n ' t  re member  bac k  f a r  enough  
in  t im e  t o  when I w a s n ' t  drawn t o  g i r l ' s  t h i n g s  o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  I 
w a s n ' t  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  d e s i r e s .  Maybe t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  d e ­
f e a t e d  i t s  own p u r p o s e  by d r a w i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .

I ,  t o o ,  s p e n t  my t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  b i g  m i r r o r  i n  m o t h e r ' s  room.  
B u t ,  i n  my c a s e ,  when I was d r e s s e d  i n  my own c l o t h e s  I k e p t  t e l l ­
i n g  m y s e l f  wh at  a g o o d l o o k i n g  boy I was and  how s i l l y  I l o o k e d  in  
a  d r e s s .

My home l i f e  was h a p p y .  No one c o u l d  hav e  bee n  more i n  l o v e  
t h a n  my m o t h e r  and f a t h e r .  The d e a l i n g s  w i t h  my b r o t h e r  and I 
were a s  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e .  We were  r a i s e d  a s  b o y s  w i t h  no l o n g  p e r ­
i o d  i n  d r e s s  a s  i n f a n t s .  I d o n ' t  know w he re  o r  when I d i s c o v e r e d  
g i r l ' s  c l o t h i n g .

We l i v e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  tow n .  J u s t  one row o f  h o u s e s  a l o n g  
e a ch  o f  t h e  r o a d s  w i t h  t h e  woods  coming r i g h t  up t o  t h e  bac k  o f  
t h e  l o t s  and a t  t h e  bac k  o f  n e a r l y  a l l  h o u s e s ,  a  t r a s h  p i l e .
Each home had i t s  own dump a t  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  w oods .  Some t i m e s  
I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  women ' s  c l o t h e s  were  j u s t  t h r o w n  away 
on t h e s e  t r a s h  p i l e s .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  n a t u r a l  f o r  k i d s  t o  p i c k  dumps 
f o r  t r e a s u r e s ,  I know we a l l  d i d .  So somewhere  bac k  t h e r e ,  I 
s t a r t e d  c a r r y i n g  t h e  wom en 's  and g i r l ' s  t h i n g s  I f o u n d  o f f  t o  t h e  
wo od s .  I f  t h e r e  were  o t h e r  b o y s  w i t h  me I ' d  p i c k  up t h e  t h i n g s  
a s  i f  I were  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  u n d e r  them and p l a c e  them a s i d e  
were I c o u l d  come bac k  f o r  them l a t e r .

Ho l low l o g s  and l a r g e  f l a t  r o c k s  o r  t h e  s p a c e  u n d e r  f a l l e n  
t r e e s  we re  my h i d i n g  p l a c e s .  At t h e s e  p l a c e s  I ' d  remove my own 
c l o t h e s ,  p l a c e  them i n  h i d i n g ,  and d r e s s  i n  t h e  g i r l  t h i n g s .  I ' d  
t h e n  t a k e  a  s h o r t  w a l k .  Bu t  w i t h  t h e  r a i n ,  dew,  m o ld ,  and b u g s  
t h e y  n e v e r  l a s t e d  v e r y  l o n g .  O f t e n  I ' d  f i n d  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  my 
h ea d  and s h o u l d e r s  bac k  o u t  o f  a  d r e s s  o r  s l i p  and would  t e a r  i t  
t o  remove i t .  A l s o ,  I ' d  u s u a l l y  be g r i p p e d  w i t h  shame and  r e m o r s e  
and would  vow n e v e r  a g a i n  and would  d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g .  But  t h e  
o l d  u r g e  would  be back  s h o r t l y  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  t o  w e a r
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o r  n o t .  And,  t h i s ,  i n  s p i t s  o f  my w e l l  l a i d  p l a n s  t o  r e f o r m .

My m o t h e r  had  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  l i v i n g  two d o o r s  away.  My 
a u n t  was t h e  w o r s t  h o u s e - k e e p e r  I e v e r  saw.  I d o n ' t  know h e r  age  
b u t  she  c o u l d n ' t  have  b ee n  much o l d e r  t h a n  I .  She had m a r r i e d  
y o u n g  and  had  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  A g i r l  a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  
I and two y o u n g e r  b o y s .  M o t h e r  had r e m a r k e d  t h a t  she was young  
en ough  t h a t  she  s t i l l  w a n te d  t o  p l a y .

E v e r y  d i s h  i n  t h e  h o u s e  would  be p i l e d  d i r t y  i n  t h e  s t o v e ,  
t a b l e  o r  i n  t h e  s i n k .  Only enough  would  be c l e a n e d  f o r  t h e  meal  
a t  h a n d ,  t h e n  o n l y  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  u s e d .  They t h e n  r e m a i n e d  
d i r t y  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  m e a l .

My a u n t  s p e n t  h e r  day r e a d i n g  a  t r u e  s t o r y  m a g az in e  o r  v i s i t ­
i n g  a b o u t  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  My u n c l e  had a  s t o r y  he u s e d  t o  t e l l  
how t h e  h o u s e w i f e  w a s t e d  h e r  day t h e n  s u d d e n l y  n o t i c i n g  i t  was 
n e a r l y  t i m e  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  g e t  home f rom  work would  g r a b  up a  
b l a n k e t  o r  c o a t  t o  c o v e r  h e r  and  t e l l  how s i c k  o r  wha t  a  s p l i t t i n g  
h e a d a c h e  s h e ' d  h ad  a l l  d a y .  I t ' s  a  s u r e  t h i n g  he knew wh at  t h e  
s c o r e  w a s .

Her  w a s h i n g  was h a n d l e d  t h e  same way.  In  a  room o f f  t h e  k i t ­
ch en  w ere  a l l  t h e  d i r t y  c l o t h e s  a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t s  o f  s e v e r a l  weeks  
w a s h .  Only  t h e  t h i n g s  b e i n g  worn were  i r o n e d .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have  
b ee n  an y  o t h e r  way b u t  t h a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  I ' d  t u r n  up h e r e  f o r  
t h i n g s .  My a u n t  was s h o r t e r  t h a n  I b u t ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  h e r  
t h i n g s  f i t  me. I  c o u l d n ' t  wear  a n y t h i n g  o f  my c o u s i n ' s  b u t  h e r  
b l o o m e r s .  T h es e  f i t  me s k i n  t i g h t  b u t  were  more a v a i l a b l e  t h a n  
my a u n t ' s .

I r e a l l y  g o t  q u i t e  b r a z e n  a b o u t  s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s .  Some t imes  
I ' d  h a v e  a  m essag e  f o r  my a u n t  f r o m  m o t h e r .  I ' d  n o t i c e  where  
s o m e t h i n g  was on t h e  way i n  and s n a t c h  i t  up  on t h e  way o u t  w i t h  
h e r  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Or i f  she  were  o u t  I ' d  hav e  more t i m e  and c o u l d  
p i c k  t h i n g s  o v e r  w i t h  more c a r e .

Now, even  i n  an u n t i d y  h o u s e  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  go on 
f o r e v e r  w i t h o u t  t h i n g s  b e i n g  m i s s e d .  My c o u s i n ' s  b l o o m e r s  were 
m i s s e d  f i r s t  and  she  was p u n i s h e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I ' m  t h a n k f u l  
t h a t  I n e v e r  saw i t .  B u t  I  d i d  h e a r  my a u n t  and  m o t h e r  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  i t .  They t h o u g h t  my c o u s i n  was r e m o v i n g  t h e a  away f rom 
home and l o s i n g  therp,  a s  I g u e s s  she  had  done when much s m a l l e r .
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My a u n t  was more p r o v o k e d  w i t h  h e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e c a u s e  she  t h o u g h t  
she was l y i n g  a b o u t  i t .

However ,  i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e  my a u n t  n o t i c e d  h e r  t h i n g s  
were m i s s i n g  t o o .  Aga in  I h e a r d  b i t s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  I w a s n ' t  
a l l o w e d  t o  s t a n d  and l i s t e n  when my f o l k s  were  t a l k i n g  t o  a n y o n e .  
T h i s  t i m e  t h e y  were b l a m i n g  a f a m i l y  up t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  f i v e  g i r l s  
and more o r  l e s s  a h a r d  t im e  m ak ing  e n d s  m e e t .

I t  was a  s u r e  t h i n g  my p l a y  h o u s e  would  come down a b o u t  my 
e a r s .  I was r e a l l y  w o r r i e d .  I was on s o r t  o f  a  B l o o m e r s  Anony­
mous p ro g r am  c h e c k i n g  o f f  t h e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  e v e r y  day I c o u l d  man­
age w i t h o u t  s n e a k i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  w oods .  I was v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  
m y s e l f  i f  I managed one more day t h i s  t i m e  t h a n  I h ad  t h e  l a s t .  
Somet imes  I c o u l d  manage a  week,  b u t  i f  i t  p r o v e d  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  
t o  me i t  was t h a t  t h r e e  d a y s  i n  a  row was u s u a l l y  t h e  mos t  I c o u l d  
hope f o r .

T h en ,  f r om  somew here ,  I h i t  on t h e  i d e a  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  b u l l  
by t h e  h o r n s  and g o i n g  t o  my a u n t ,  t e l l i n g  h e r  a l l  and  a s k i n g  h e r  
t o  k e e p  my s e c r e t  and h e l p  me s t o p .  Time a f t e r  t i m e  I made up my 
m in d .  I ' d  even g e t  n e a r  h e r  s o m e t i m e s ,  b u t  I ' d  a l w a y s  p a s s  up t h e  
c h a n c e .  But  i t  became a  r e a l  t h i n g  w i t h  me. The more I t h o u g h t  
o f  i t  and t h e  more I f e l l ,  t h e  more I t o l d  m y s e l f  i t  was t h e  o n l y  
t h i n g  I c o u l d  do b e f o r e  I g o t  c a u g h t  r e d - h a n d e d  some d a y .

So i t  h ap p e n e d  one day I was more d e t e r m i n e d  t h a n  u s u a l .  I 
went  r i g h t  t o  h e r  h o u s e  and c a l l e d  h e r  by name b u t  t h e r e  was no 
a n s w e r  a t  a l l  a s  I w en t  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  d o w n s t a i r s  c a l l i n g  h e r .
I must  ha ve  t h o u g h t  t h a t  she  w a s n ' t  home a n d ,  so t h i n k i n g ,  fo u n d  
m y s e l f  b r a v e r  t h a n  e v e r .  I s t o p p e d  c a l l i n g  b u t  I r u s h e d  r i g h t  u p ­
s t a i r s .  T h e r e  w a s n ' t  anyone  in  t h e  b o y ' s  room o r  t h e  g i r l ' s  room.

I m us t  hav e been  g e t t i n g  b r a v e r  by t h e  m i n u t e .  T h e r e  i n  h e r  
bed s t i l l  a s l e e p  was my a u n t .  A l l  t h a t  b u i l t  up b r a v e r y  c a r r i e d  
me t h r e e  s t e p s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  h e r  bedro om f l o o r .  T h e r e  
i t  l e f t  me, t e r r i f i e d .  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  I c o u l d  d o .  I c o u l d n ' t  
t u r n  and l e a v e  f o r  f e a r  s h e ' d  wake and  s e e  me. I c o u l d n ' t  go on 
and t e l l  h e r  a f t e r  a l l .  The l o n g e r  I s t o o d  t h e r e  t h e  w o rs e  i t  
w as .  I was c a u g h t .  So,  a f t e r  w ha t  seemed l i k e  f o r e v e r ,  I t o l d  
m y s e l f  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way o u t  was t o  go on and  t e l l  h e r .  So I t o o k  
t h e  o t h e r  s t e p s  and shook h e r  g e n t l y  by t h e  s h o u l d e r .
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I  had t o  r u s h  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  i t  b e f o r e  she s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  
and my c o u r a g e  a g a i n  l e f t  me. So I t o l d  h e r  how f o r  a l o n g  w h i l e  
I * d  been  t a k i n g  h e r  c l o t h e s  and how I j u s t  had t o  t e l l  h e r .  She 
d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  an d  w a n te d  t o  know why I was s e l l i n g  th em .  I 
t o l d  h e r  t h a t  I was w e a r i n g  them and t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know wh at  was 
wrong  w i t h  me b u t  t r y  a s  I would  I c o u l d n ' t  s t o p .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
anyone  e l s e  and w ou ld  she  p l e a s e  h e l p  me s t o p  t h e  h a b i t .

A l l  she  s a i d  was n o t  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  i t  a n y m o re .  J u s t  r u n  
a l o n g  and come bac k  t o  s ee  h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  s h e ' d  had t im e  t o  
t h i n k  a b o u t  i t .

I d i d n ' t  n e e d  a  s e c o n d  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  I t  
was o v e r  and an a w f u l  r e l i e f ,  b u t  I had a l l  k i n d s  o f  f e a r s  a l l  
day  l o n g .  What i f  she  t o l d  my f o l k s  o r  an y o n e  e l s e ?  Most a n y t h ­
i n g  c o u l d  h a p p e n — and  i t  d i d  i n  my mind t h a t  d a y .  I j u s t  w o u l d n ' t  
go b a c k  a g a i n  and I d i d  d r a g  a s  i t  was t i m e  t o  go .  But  I was 
a f r a i d  s h e ' d  come f o r  me and t h e n  i t  would  come o u t .  As f a r  a s  
I c o u l d  t e l l  she  h a d n ' t  t o l d  a n y o n e .  I f  I w a i t e d  much l o n g e r  I ' d  
ha ve  t o  go t o  b e d .

She p u t  me r i g h t  a t  e a s e .  D u r i n g  t h e  day s h e ' d  made a l i s t  
o f  t h e  m i s s i n g  t h i n g s  and she  w en t  o v e r  i t  and a s k e d  me i f  I had 
th em .  I t  was s u r p r i s i n g  how l o n g  a  l i s t  i t  was when e v e r y t h i n g  
was w r i t t e n  down.

Then she  t o o k  me up t o  h e r  b ed r o o m .  She had  t h i n g s  l a y e d  o u t  
on t h e  bed and t o l d  me t o  u n d r e s s  and p u t  them o n .  I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  
I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  w ear  them and t h a t  I w a n te d  t o  s t o p .  She s a i d  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  was w ro n g ,  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  i t  
i f  I  was a  s i s s y  and t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  f o o l  m y s e l f  t h a t  s h e ' d  n e v e r  
h e a r d  o f  b o y s  w a n t i n g  t o  w e a r  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .  Some o f  h e r  t h i n g s  
had  b een  m i s s i n g  f o r  more t h a n  two y e a r s  and  i f  I ' d  been t r y i n g  
n o t  t o  w e a r  them a s  I s a i d ,  I s h o u l d  h ave  p r o v e d  t o  m y s e l f  by now 
t h a t  I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  c h a n g e .  I c o u l d n ' t  go on s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s  
and h a v i n g  o t h e r s  t a k e  t h e  b lam e o n l y  t o  d e s t r o y  th em .  D i d n ' t  I 
h ave  any  i d e a  w h a t  a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s  c o s t ?  I t  was b e s t  f o r  me t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  I w a n te d  t o  w e a r  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  and I c o u l d  come o v e r  
and d r e s s  i n  h e r  c l o t h e s  any  t i m e  I w a n te d  t o  and I c o u l d  pay f o r  
t h e  t h i n g s  I ' d  a l r e a d y  s t o l e n  by h e l p i n g  h e r  w i t h  t h e  housew ork  
f o r  w h ich  s h e ' d  a l l o w  me f i f t y  c e n t s  a  week .  T h a t  d o e s n ' t  seem 
l i k e  much t h e s e  d a y s ,  b u t  i t  was more t h a n  I had e v e r  s ee n  t h e n .
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Even more so when I c o u l d  o n l y  g i v e  o d d s  and  e n d s  o f  t i m e .

When I had c h a n g e d ,  she  b r o u g h t  my c o u s i n  t o  h e r  room.  She 
t o l d  h e r  t h a t  i t  was me t h a t  had bee n  t a k i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  and t h a t  
I was g o i n g  t o  work o u t  p a y i n g  f o r  them and t h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  I d i d  
t h e y ' d  k e e p  my s e c r e t .  My c o u s i n  r e m i n d e d  h e r  m o t h e r  t h a t  s h e ' d  
been  s p a n k e d .  My a u n t  s a i d  I was t o o  b i g  f o r  h e r  t o  s p a n k  i f  I 
f o u g h t  h e r .  I a g r e e d  n o t  t o  f i g h t  i t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  my a u n t  
would  ha ve  so d u p l i c a t e d  my c o u s i n ' s  p u n i s h m e n t  w i t h o u t  h e r  p r o m p t ­
i n g .  I h a d n ' t  bee n  w h ip p ed  a t  home f o r  some t im e  and n e v e r  o v e r  
t h e  k n e e s  and on t h e  b a r e  f l e s h .  T h e r e  had been  s i x  s p a n k i n g s  a t  
home,  b u t  now t h e r e  were  o n l y  tw o .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  my 
c o u s i n  seemed t o  be s a t i s f i e d  and j u s t  l o s t  i n t e r e s t .

My a u n t  d i d n ' t  s u r p r i s e  me a t  a l l .  I  had t o  do a l l  k i n d s  o f  
h o u sew o r k  a t  home a s  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  b o y s  w here  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  g i r l s  
i n  t h e  home.  I had been a f r a i d  t h a t  my c o u s i n  would  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  
o r  t e a s e  me b u t  she  n e v e r  d i d .  My a u n t  was q u i t e  a  t e a s e ,  b u t  
even  she  d i d n ' t  t e a s e  me. A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  few t i m e s  she  d i d n ' t  
even  go w i t h  me w h i l e  I c h a n g e d .  I f  someone came i n  u n e x p e c t e d l y  
I c o u l d  s t e p  down i n t o  t h e  c e l l a r  o r  t o  t h e  s t a i r w a y  u p s t a i r s .

I d o n ' t  know i f  you c o u l d  c a l l  h o u s e w o r k  womanly back  t h e n  
o r  n o t .  Those  were  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  h an d p o w e r e d  w a s h i n g  m a c h i n e ,  
c r a n k  w r i n g e r ,  and s c r u b b o a r d .  I t  was e v e n  b e f o r e  B ran d  X and 
o r d i n a r y  d e t e r g e n t .  J u s t  a  few s oap  p o w d e r s  and  l o t s  o f  y e l l o w  
b a r  s oap  and e l bow  g r e a s e .  Bu t  i t  g av e  me a  l o t  more c h a n c e  t o  
move a r o u n d  in  a  d r e s s  t h a n  I ' d  e v e r  managed on t h o s e  s h o r t  w a l k s  
i n  t h e  w oods .

As I s a i d ,  my a u n t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  pay  an y  a t t e n t i o n  a t  
a l l  t o  me. But  t h e r e  were  some p l e a s a n t  c h a n g e s  a s  t h i n g s  g o t  
c l e a n e d  up and s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  I t  was a s  i f  i t  g av e  h e r  a  p l a c e  
t o  s t a r t .  She d i d  more and more o f  h e r  own h o u s e w o r k .  Over and 
o v e r ,  t h e  d i s h e s  would  be done by t h e  t i m e  I g o t  t h e r e .  I ' d  a t  
l e a s t  s t a r t  t h e  w a s h i n g  Sunday e v e n i n g  and  my a u n t  t h e n  c o u l d  h an g  
o u t  a  l i n e  f u l l  f i r s t  t h i n g  Monday m o r n i n g  r i g h t  up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  
most  a m b i t i o u s  w i v e s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  Nowmy u n c l e  was s a y i n g  
how much b e t t e r  she  was d o i n g  and I t h i n k  t h i s  h e l p e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t  
t o o .

E l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  were  q u i t e  new.  Most  o f  my s c h o o l  homework 
and my a u n t ' s  h o u sew o r k  had bee n  done by c o a l  o i l  l a m p s .  Bu t  now
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n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e ’ s h o u s e  was w i r e d .  S u r e l y  o t h e r  o f  you r e a d e r s  
w i l l  remember  t h o s e  o l d  l i v i n g  room c e i l i n g  f i x t u r e s .  A b i g  f r o s t ­
ed f i s h  bowl  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i t h  some s o r t  o f  a  p a i n t i n g  on i t  and 
f o u r  m a t c h i n g  s h a d e s  h a n g i n g  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s .  They h a d n ’ t  had 
t h e i r s  l o n g  b e f o r e  I b r o k e  i t  w i t h  a  mop h a n d l e .  T h a t  t im e  she 
d i d n ’ t  w o r r y  a t  a l l  a b o u t  my b e i n g  t o o  b i g  t o  s p a n k .

My a u n t  d r e s s e d  l i k e  t h e  g i r l s  i n  my c l a s s  a t  s c h o o l .  T h a t  
i s ,  she  d i d n ’ t  w ea r  a  b r a  and she r o l l e d  h e r  s t o c k i n g s .  In  s c h o o l  
a  g i r l  n e v e r  l e f t  h e r  s e a t  f o r  any  r e a s o n  b u t  s h e ’ d s t o p  and p u l l  
up h e r  s t o c k i n g s .  In  t h e  h a l l w a y s  b e t w e e n  c l a s s e s  t h e y  were  a l ­
ways b o b b i n g  up and down o r  e l s e  r u n n i n g  t o  c a t c h  up w i t h  t h e i r  
g i r l  f r i e n d s  who had k e p t  on w a l k i n g  when t h e y  had s t o p p e d  t o  p u l l  
up t h e i r  s t o c k i n g s .  So,  I had n e v e r  worn a  g i r d l e .  I had found  
c o r s e t s  f rom  t i m e  t o  t i m e  and m o t h e r  wore one b u t  t h e y  were a l w a y s  
t o o  b i g  f o r  me.

Of c u u r s e ,  I had  t o  work w i t h  my f a t h e r  when he n e e d e d  me and 
I was n o t  i n  s c h o o l .  A bo ut  t h r e e  m i l e s  f rom  o u r  home was a  summer 
c o l o n y  whe re  t h e  v e r y  w e a l t h y  f rom a  n e a r b y  c i t y  s p e n t  t h e i r  sum­
m e r s .  O f t e n  when o p e n i n g  a  summer home,  m o t h e r  would  be house  
c l e a n i n g .  Dad wou ld  h av e  a  j o b  t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  and v e r y  
l i k e l y  g e t  a  j o b  f o r  me r a k i n g  t h e  lawn o r  c u t t i n g  t h e  g r a s s .

So i t  was one s p r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c l e a n i n g  women were  w o r k i n g  in  
t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  n e i g h b o r  o f  o u r s .  They had s e t  t h e  t r a s h  f rom t h e  
h o u s e  o u t  o f f  t h e  back p o r c h  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  I was making my 
p i l e  o f  t r a s h  f r o m  t h e  l a w n .  And t h e r e  r i g h t  on t o p  was what  
l o o k e d  l i k e  a  b r a n d  new g i r d l e .  I t  l o o k e d  j u s t  r i g h t  f o r  me. I 
was c a r e f u l  a l l  day t o  s e e  t h a t  i t  d i d n ’ t  g e t  c o v e r e d  up o r  o u t
o f  my s i g h t .  T h e r e  was no way I c o u l d  see  o f  g e t t i n g  i t  home o r
h i d i n g  i t  somewhere  e l s e  w i t h o u t  Dad o r  t h e  c l e a n i n g  women s e e i n g  
me.

At  d i n n e r  t i m e  I a s k e d  Dad i f  we were  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e
t r a s h  t o  t h e  dump. Bu t  he s a i d  no t h a t  t h e r e  was a  t r u c k  coming
f o r  i t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .

T h a t  was f i n e .  I c o u l d  go b ac k  t h a t  n i g h t  and g e t  i t .  Bu t  
my a u n t  had s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  f o r  me t h a t  e v e n i n g .  She se ldom  
a s k e d  me t o  s t a y ,  b u t  I a s k e d  h e r  t o  be e x c u s e d  t o  go and g e t  i t .
I h ave  f o r g o t t e n  wh at  she  w a n te d  b u t  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e r  and 
she  t h o u g h t  I was c a r r y i n g  t h i s  s i s s y  b u s i n e s s  t o o  f a r .  She
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t h o u g h t  I • d l i k e  t o  be e x c u s e d  f r om  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  
w i t h  t h e  f e l l o w s  o r  t o  d a t e ,  b u t  h e r e  I w a n te d  t o  w a lk  o u t  t h e r e  
t h r e e  m i l e s  i n  t h e  d a r k  t o  g e t  a  g i r d l e .  D i d n ’ t  I e v e r  t h i n k  a b ­
o u t  g o i n g  o u t  on d a t e s  w i t h  g i r l s ?  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  b o y s  i n  my 
c l a s s  were  d a t i n g .

She had me u n d r e s s  and I t h o u g h t  she  w a s n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  l e t  me 
g o .  But  i t  was j u s t  t o  p u t  on b l o o m e r s  and s t o c k i n g s  so t h a t  I 
c o u l d  p u t  t h e  g i r d l e  on and w ear  i t  b ac k  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r y  t o  c a r r y  
i t  b ac k  in  ray h a n d .

When I g o t  b a c k ,  I g u e s s  she  was s o r r y  t h a t  s h e ’ d b een  so
c r o s s  w i t h  me and a s k e d  i f  I t h o u g h t  o f  h e r  a s  my b e s t  g i r l  and
t h a t  was why I w a s n ’ t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s  i n  t h e  n e i g h ­
b o r h o o d .  When I t o o k  o f f  my s h i r t  and p a n t s ,  she  b u r s t  o u t  l a u g h ­
i n g  b e c a u s e  she  s a i d  t h a t  I s h o u l d  h av e  p u t  t h e  g i r d l e  on u n d e r
t h e  b l o o m e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  o v e r  t h e  t o p .  T h a t  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e
i d e a  I ’ d g o t t e n  f rom t h e  c a t a l o g u e s .  She s a i d  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d ­
n ’ t  r e a l l y  know a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  a b o u t  g i r l s  a f t e r  a l l .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  she  p l a n n e d  a n y t h i n g  t o  h a p p e n  b u t  she  was so c a r r i e d  
away w i t h  h e r  humor and my s h y n e s s  t h a t  she  u n d r e s s e d  c o m p l e t e l y .

I had n e v e r  been k i s s e d  by a  g i r l  b e f o r e  a n d ,  s t i l l  t e a s i n g ,  
she  t o o k  my h ea d  i n  h e r  h a n d s  and k i s s e d  me. I t  wo uld  h av e  b een  
e a s i e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  i f  I c o u l d  h av e  b lam ed  my p e r s o n a l i t y  
d i f f e r e n c e s  on t h i s  i m p r o p e r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n , b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  my 
a u n t  fo u n d  a  v e r y  w i l l i n g  p u p i l .

I was t r o u b l e d  t h o u g h .  I e x p e c t e d  t h a t  she  would  t a l k  t o  me 
a b o u t  i t ,  t e a s e  me, s c o l d ,  p u n i s h ,  o r  ev en  e x p r e s s  a p p r o v a l .  I n ­
s t e a d ,  t h e r e  was j u s t  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  h e r  n i g h t g o w n  and I was e x c u s ­
e d .

Her  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  me was d i f f e r e n t ,  h o w e v e r .  I d o n ' t  mean 
t h a t  she  a l l o w e d  me t o  i n d u l g e  m y s e l f  more o r  showed more i n t e r ­
e s t  h e r s e l f  i n  my i n t e r e s t s .  I t  was r a t h e r  an a t t i t u d e  o f  o v e r ­
p r o t e c t i v e n e s s .  She had a l w a y s  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  h a v i n g  t o  s p en d  t h e  
n i g h t s  a l o n e  w i t h  my u n c l e  w o r k i n g  n i g h t s  so much o f  t h e  t i m e .
So a r r a n g e m e n t s  were  made f o r  me t o  s l e e p  a t  h e r  h o u s e .

My a u n t  d i d n ' t  d i s c o u r a g e  my j o i n i n g  i n  t h i n g s  o t h e r  young  
p e o p l e  were d o i n g ,  b u t  i f  i t  we re  c h u r c h  o r  a  c l a s s  p a r t y  o r  ev en  
boy s c o u t s ,  she would  be on hand t o  w a lk  home w i t h  me.
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Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was t o  be r e p e a t e d  f r om t im e  t o  t i m e .  
But  n o t  w i t h  t h e  f r e q u e n c e  t h a t  one wou ld  e x p e c t  w i t h  t h e  u n l i m ­
i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y .

I had n e a r l y  f i n i s h e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  when my u n c l e  l o s t  h i s  j o b .
I h ad  no i n k l i n g  t h a t  he was p l a n n i n g  t o  move h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  
M i d d l e  W e s t .  Nor d i d  I l e a r n  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  g o i n g  on bet ween  
my u n c l e  and  a u n t  and my f a t h e r  and m o t h e r .  They w a n te d  me t o  go 
w i t h  them e i t h e r  t h e n  o r  j o i n  them a f t e r  I g r a d u a t e d .  M o th e r  was 
w i l l i n g  and t h o u g h t  t h e r e ' d  be much more c h a n c e  o f  my f i n d i n g  a  
good j o b .  But  Dad was dea d  s e t  a g a i n s t  i t  and he won o u t .  And 
so i t  was t h a t  I was n o t  t o  l e a r n  o f  t h e i r  p l a n s  u n t i l  i t  was t i m e  
f o r  them t o  p a c k .

My a u n t  p a c k e d  a  s u i t c a s e  o f  h e r  c l o t h e s  f o r  me. She ex ­
p l a i n e d  t o  my f o l k s  t h a t  she  j u s t  d i d n ’ t  have room f o r  i t  and s h e ' d  
l i k e  me t o  k e e p  i t  f o r  h e r  u n t i l  she  s e n t  f o r  i t  so t h a t  i f  I 
were  r e a s o n a b l y  c a r e f u l  I c o u l d  k e e p  them r i g h t  i n  my room a t  home.

J o b s  we re  h a r d  t o  f i n d  i n  o u r  a r e a  b u t  I was l u c k y  f i n d i n g  
one t o  go t o  r i g h t  a f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  s c h o o l .  I t  d i d n ' t  s a t i s f y  me 
and I o n l y  k e p t  i t  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  Aga in  I was l u c k y  t o  go r i g h t  
on a n o t h e r  j o b  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  Bu t  I was o n l y  t o  s t a y  a t  home e i g h t  
m o n th s  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a  j o b  in  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  100 
m i l e s  f rom  home.

So I g u e s s  you c o u l d  say  t h a t  t h i s  en d ed  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  o f  my 
l i f e  and t h e  n e x t  y e a r s  s h o u l d  be g r o u p e d  by t h e m s e l v e s .

I b o a r d e d  w i t h  a  widow,  h e r  d a u g h t e r  j u s t  e n t e r i n g  h i g h  
s c h o o l ,  and an o l d  maid  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  They were  v e r y  n i c e  t o  
me. I made no e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  h o u s e  work— ev en  t o  c l e a n ­
i n g  my room.  But  I d i d  a l w a y s  make my own bed and c a r r y  my d i s h e s  
f r om  t h e  d i n i n g  room t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  when I had f i n i s h e d  e a t i n g .

In  a  new a r e a  w he re  no one knew me a t  a l l ,  I t h o u g h t  I ' d  t r y  
t o  a c t  more n o r m a l ,  o v e r - c o m e  my s h y n e s s  w i t h  g i r l s ,  and d a t e  
a r o u n d .  I b o u g h t  a m o t o r c y c l e  and had t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  c a r  
w i t h  whom I b o a r d e d .  She d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  she  c o u l d  t o  h e l p  a l o n g  
any rom ance she t h o u g h t  m i g h t  be i n  t h e  o f f i n g .

She p r o v i d e d  me w i t h  l i t t l e  i n e x p e n s i v e  g i f t s  f o r  my g i r l  
f r i e n d s  l i k e  home-made c a n d y ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  We
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would r e m a i n  f r i e n d l y  b u t  one o r  two d a t e s  was a b o u t  a l l  I c o u l d  
manage .  I s o m e t im e s  t h o u g h t  I was n o t  f o r w a r d  e n o u g h .

T h i s  was a l s o  a  r u r a l  a r e a  and  even  more o f  a  f a r m i n g  c o u n t r y  
t h a n  i t  had been  a t  home.  Homes w ere  even  f e w e r  and  f a r t h e r  
a p a r t .  I h a d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  k e p t  my a u n t ’ s s u i t c a s e  w i t h  me. I 
c o u l d  d r e s s  i n  my room ,  t h e n  s l i p  on my o u t e r  c l o t h e s  and go o u t .
I c o u l d  t h e n  t a k e  o f f  my p a n t s  and s h i r t  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
woo ds .  S h o e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  be worn n o r  c a r r i e d  v e r y  
w e l l  and p r e s e n t e d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a p r o b l e m .

But  f i n e  s l e e p  w e a r  was no p r o b l e m  a t  a l l .  I ’ d b een  a f r a i d  
t o  wear  a  n i g h t g o w n  a t  home f o r  f e a r  Dad o r  M o t h e r ,  o r  ev e n  my 
b r o t h e r ,  would  l o o k  in  on me d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  Now, o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h e r e  was no one to  b o t h e r  me.

I was t o  s t a y  t h e r e  f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  coming home t o  e n l i s t  
in  t h e  A i r  C o r p s .  B a r r a c k s  l i f e  d i d  n o t  e a s i l y  l e n d  i t s e l f  t o  
such  p a s t t i m e s  and so t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s  we re  n e a r l y  f r e e  o f  i t .
I bega n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  I was d i s c h a r g e d ,  I ’ d be f r e e  
o f  t h e  h a b i t .  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  how d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  
me t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w s  f e l t  and l i v e d .  T h e r e  was a  n e w s p a p e r  a c c ­
o u n t  o f  a  f e l l o w  sho had been p i c k e d  up i n  woman’ s c l o t h i n g  w o rk ­
i n g  a s  a  b a r  m a id .  I t  b r o u g h t  comment f r o m  e v e r y  c o r n e r .

T h e r e  we re  p e r i o d s  o f  r e l a p s e s  on my f u r l o u g h s ,  b u t  t h e n  I ’ d 
c a l l  a r o u n d  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g i r l s  I ’ d known b e f o r e  e n l i s t i n g .
I was s t i l l  w r i t i n g  t o  a b o u t  t w e l v e .  So i t  was t h a t  I g o t  b ac k  
f rom  a  f u r l o u g h  t o  r e c e i v e  a  v e r y  s c o l d i n g  l e t t e r  f r om  a g i r l  who 
had l e a r n e d  t h a t  I ’ d gone r i g h t  f r om  c a l l i n g  on h e r  t o  a n o t h e r  
c i t y  t o  s ee  a n o t h e r .

She s a i d  t h a t  she  had p l a n n e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  t h a t  we s h o u l d  
m a r r y  and she t h o u g h t  now i t  was t i m e  I s e t t l e d  down and m a r r i e d  
h e r  a s  soon a s  I c o u l d  g e t  a n o t h e r  f u r l o u g h .

I had d a t e d  t h i s  g i r l  p e r h a p s  l e s s  t h a n  a n y .  Of c o u r s e ,  I 
j u s t  n e v e r  had t h o u g h t  o f  m a r r i a g e  a t  a l l .  Bu t  t h i s  d i r e c t  a p p ­
r o a c h  r e a c h e d  me and I was a l l  f u l l  o f  p l a n s .  In  v e r y  s h o r t  o r d e r  
we were  m a r r i e d .

Her b a c k g r o u n d  was v e r y  much l i k e  mine a n d ,  e x c l u d i n g  s e x ,  
we g o t  a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l  i n d e e d .
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Somewhere w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  few m o n th s  I ' v e  r e a d  t h a t  t h e r e  
seems  t o  be some f o u l  scheme a b o u t  t o  p e r s u a d e  men t h a t  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  w i v e s .  Anyway, i t  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  wha t  I r e a d  a s sum ed  t h a t  i t  was t h e  w i f e  t h a t  would  be f r u s ­
t r a t e d .  The book c o u l d n ’ t  have been  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  ray w i f e .  She 
had  bee n  r a i s e d  on a d a i r y  f a r m  and was j u s t  a s  g e n t l e  and shy a s  
a  d a i r y  cow in  h e a t .  T h i s  f i t  i n  p r e t t y  w e l l  w i t h  h e r  a t t i t u d e  
a b o u t  i t .  She seemed t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was o n l y  one p u r p o s e  f o r  
i n t e r c o u r s e - - t h a t  b e i n g  c o n c e p t i o n — and any o t h e r  a t t i t u d e  was s i n ­
f u l .  In  f a c t ,  h e r  manner  o f  s u g g e s t i n g  i n t i m a c y  w a s ,  " I  wan t  a 
b a b y . M

She was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  f o r e p l a y  w h ich  my r e a d i n g  had l e d  
me t o  b e l i e v e  was so i m p o r t a n t  t o  a  g i r l .  Nor would  she  engage 
in  t h e  c a s u a l  k i s s  o r  c a r e s s  common among m a r r i e d  p e o p l e .  And, 
o f  c o u r s e ,  mouth  c o n t a c t  t h a t  I ' d  e n g a g ed  i n  w i t h  my a u n t  was un ­
t h i n k a b l e  t o  h e r .  We were  a  l o n g  w h i l e  a c h i e v i n g  c o n c e p t i o n  so 
t h a t  i t  was t h r e e  y e a r s  u n t i l  o u r  f i r s t  baby  a r r i v e d .

I was s u r e  now t h a t  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  b e i n g  m a r r i e d ,  I ' d  
ov e rcom e  my d e s i r e  f o r  women 's  c l o t h e s .  Bu t  i t  was o t h e r w i s e .  
S h a r i n g  t h e  same d r e s s e r  w i t h  h e r ,  e v e r y t i m e  I wen t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  
h e r  c l o t h i n g  would  be t h e r e  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  me. So I t o o k  t o  
s l i p p i n g  on h e r  t h i n g s  f o r  a  w h i l e  e a c h  day t h a t  I was w o r k i n g  
t h e  11 t o  7 s h i f t .

Then t h e r e  was t h e  day t h a t  she  w a s n ' t  w o r k i n g — j u s t  o u t .
When she  spoke  t o  m e , I was i n  g i r d l e ,  p a n t i e s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  and 
was j u s t  r e a c h i n g  f o r  h e r  h o u s e c o a t .

When f i r s t  m a r r i e d ,  I ' d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  she  was v e r y  much a n n o y ­
ed by my s l e e p i n g  n ak e d  o r  i n  my s h o r t s .  I had grown t o  l i k e  t a k ­
i n g  a  b a t h  i n  w a t e r  j u s t  a s  h o t  a s  I c o u l d  s t a n d .  T h i s  would  
make me p e r s p i r e  so a t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e x e r t i o n  t h a t  I w o u l d n ' t  
d r e s s  b u t  f l o p  n a k e d  a c r o s s  t h e  bed c o v e r e d  o n l y  w i t h  a  t o w e l  u n ­
t i l  I ' d  c o o l e d  o f f .  And,  t h i r d l y ,  she  d i d n ' t  l i k e  my O.D. u n d e r ­
w e a r .  I had t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  u s e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  g e t  me i n t o  h e r  
c l o t h e s  and had made a s u g g e s t i o n  h e r e  and t h e r e  b u t  i t  had n e v e r  
g o t t e n  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  l a u g h i n g  and j o k i n g  s t a g e .  Bu t  I ' d  g i v e n  
i t  s u c h  a  good t r y  t h a t  she  now saw t h r o u g h  i t .

Her  f a t h e r  had a c o u s i n  w i t h  a  boy a b o u t  h e r  a g e .  I knew
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t h e  boy b u t  I d i d n ' t  know he had a  p r o b l e m .  My w i f e  now e x p l a i n ­
ed t o  me how he had bee n  c a u g h t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  s t e a l i n g  t h i n g s  f rom 
c l o t h e s  l i n e s .  A f t e r  t r y i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  
t h e y  had g i v e n  in  and l e t  h im d r e s s  a t  home.  She w o u l d n ' t  b e l i ­
eve I ' d  j u s t  s t a r t e d  and k e p t  q u e s t i o n i n g  me u n t i l  s h e ' d  l e a r n e d  
a b o u t  my a u n t .

She g o t  o f f  l e t t e r s  t o  b o t h  my a u n t  and h e r  c o u s i n  and 
t h o u g h  I was p e r m i t t e d  t o  wear  h e r  t h i n g s  she  c o u l d n ' t  hav e  r e a l -  
l l y  e v e r  been  s a i d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  She o b j e c t e d  t o  my w e a r i n g  a  
b r a  o r  t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  b r e a s t s  a n d ,  a l l  i n  a l l ,  
c o n s i d e r e d  i t  s o r t  o f  c h i l d i s h .  T h e r e  was some o f  t h e  t e a s e  i n  
h e r ,  h o w e v e r .  A f t e r  l e t t e r s  had p a s s e d  bac k  and f o r t h  f o r  a w h i l e ,  
she b o u g h t  t h r e e  p a i r  o f  b l o o m e r s  w h ic h  by t h a t  t i m e  o f  c o u r s e  
w e r e n ' t  a t  a l l  common.

I t  w a s n ' t  a t  a l l  uncommon f o r  s e r v i c e  men t o  h e l p  t h e i r  w i v e s  
w i t h  h o u s e  w ork .  N e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  u s e d  t h e  s e l f - s e r v i c e  l a u n d r y  
and d i s h e s  we re  u s u a l l y  r u s h e d  t h r o u g h  so t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  s t a r t e d  
w i t h  w h a t e v e r  was p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g .

Anyway, I had h e l p e d  my w i f e  w i t h  t h e  l a u n d r y .  She was 
l e f t  t o  h an g  i t  up w h i l e  I w en t  on t o  w o rk .  I ' d  h av e  t a k e n  i t  
down when I r e t u r n e d  b u t  i t  was d a r k  and I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  was 
s t i l l  o u t .  In  t h e  m o r n in g  t h e  t h r e e  p a i r  o f  b l o o m e r s  we re  m i s s ­
i n g  a s  were  two o t h e r  p a i r  o f  p a n t i e s .  She t h o u g h t  I had t a k e n  
them and w o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  any d i f f e r e n t .  She t o o k  me o v e r  h e r  
knee  and s p an k e d  me. I t  was s i l l y  my l e t t i n g  h e r ,  b e i n g  so much 
b i g g e r  t h a n  she w a s ,  b u t  when she  g r a b b e d  h o l d  o f  my arm w i t h  
su ch  a  s t r o n g  f i r m  h o l d  I j u s t  m e l t e d .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  a  n e i g h ­
b o r  had t h i n g s  m i s s i n g  f r om  h e r  l i n e  when I was w i t h  my w i f e  and 
she  knew I c o u l d n ' t  h av e  done i t  t h a t  she  b e l i e v e d  me.

In  some w a y s ,  I had r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  h e r  s p a n k i n g  me. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  she e v e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  I was t r o u b l e d  t h a t  i t  
wou ld  become a p p a r e n t  t o  f o l k s  o u t s i d e  t h a t  I had  l o s t  my p l a c e  
a s  h ead  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  B u t ,  somehow, my w i f e  seemed t o  s e p a r a t e  
t h i s  f rom  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r .  I f  we s h o u l d  be 
a s k e d  o u t ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  she  would  n e v e r  a c c e p t  b u t  would  say  t h e y ' d  
h av e  t o  a s k  me.

My w i f e  was much s m a l l e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h o u l d e r s  t h a n  I ,  and 
s h o r t e r ,  so I c o u l d n ' t  w e a r  h e r  s l i p s ,  d r e s s e s ,  o r  n i g h t g o w n s .
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Her s h o e s  were  a l s o  much t o o  s m a l l .  The h o u s e c o a t  I ' v e  m e n t i o n e d  
was p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d n ' t  h av e  s l e e v e s .  We d e c i d e d  t h a t  we 
w o u l d n ' t  buy a n y t h i n g  f o r  me b u t  some k i n d  o f  shoe t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  
l o o k  so o u t  o f  p l a c e ,  b u t  she d i d  k e e p  some s o r t  o f  a  g a r m e n t  
t h a t  I c o u l d  g e t  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r s .

With  t h e  war  o v e r ,  I r e - e n l i s t e d  and  o u r  f a m i l y  came a l o n g .  
Wi th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  o u r  s e c o n d  g i r l ,  my w i f e  s t i l l  p l a n n e d  on a 
l a r g e r  f a m i l y — b u t  t h a t  was i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Her c h i l d r e n  consumed 
a l l  h e r  t i m e  and i n t e r e s t .  I was n o t  t o  m i s s  o u r  i n t e r r u p t e d  
p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  so much a s  h e r  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  h e r  p e r s o n ­
a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  Her  t a s t e  in  c l o t h i n g  had a l w a y s  bee n  on t h e  
p l a i n  s i d e  anyw ay ,  b u t  h e r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  h e r  own d r e s s  meant  
t h a t  I ,  t o o ,  d i d n ' t  h av e  n i c e  t h i n g s  t o  w e a r .  I c o u l d n ' t  a r o u s e
more i n t e r e s t  no m a t t e r  how I t r i e d .  I s t a r t e d  b u y i n g  h e r  g i f t s
t h a t  I m y s e l f  w ou ld  l i k e ,  b u t  she  was n o t  p l e a s e d  a t  a l l  and I
beg a n  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  j u s t  f o r  m y s e l f .  T h i s  w a s n ' t  w i s e  a s  I was
c a r r i e d  away once  I ' d  s t a r t e d  and I was i n c l i n e d  t o  buy more t h a n  
I s h o u l d .  I would  h a v e  t h o u g h t  she  wou ld  hav e f u s s e d  a b o u t  i t  
b u t  she  d i d n ' t .  I ' m  h a p p y  t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  and 
k e e p  m y s e l f  i n  c h e ck  a s  w e l l  a s  I d i d .

She d i d n ' t  w i s h  me t o  l e a v e  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u t  I t h o u g h t  i t  
b e s t .  I hav e  o f t e n  w o nde re d  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  she  was a f r a i d  I ' d  
c a u s e  h e r  e m b a r r a s m e n t  among h e r  f r i e n d s  and f a m i l y  a t  home.
We b o u g h t  a home and I t o o k  t o  f i x i n g  i t  u p .  My p l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  
two rooms on t h e  b ac k  u p s t a i r s  r e t a i n e d  f o r  m y s e l f  when t h e  c h i l d ­
r e n  became o l d e r .  I o n l y  managed t o  g e t  t h e  l i v i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  r e f i n i s h e d  f o r  my w i f e  was ’’c a l l e d  home” s u d d e n l y ,  and w i t h ­
o u t  s i c k n e s s .  In  t h i s  day o f  wonde r  d r u g s  you d o n ' t  e x p e c t  a 
p e r s o n  t o  go t o  t h e  d o c t o r  w i t h  w ha t  seems l i k e  a s l i g h t  c o l d  a t  
t e n  and be dea d b e f o r e  s u p p e r  t i m e .

So,  b e i n g  l e f t  a l o n e  so s u d d e n l y  w i t h  two su ch  s m a l l  c h i l d ­
r e n ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  how I c o u l d  go on .  The w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  women 
o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r u s h e d  in  t o  do wha t  t h e y  c o u l d .  I t h o u g h t  
t h e y  would  t e a r  t h e  h o u s e  u p s i d e  down. By a s k i n g  n i c e l y  j u s t  t o  
be l e f t  a l o n e  f o r  a  day o r  tw o ,  t h e y  l e f t .

The o n l y  t h i n g  I c o u l d  s ee  t o  do was t o  g e t  an e l d e r l y  h o u s e ­
k e e p e r ,  and go bac k  t o  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  m a l e .  I c o u l d n ' t  man­
age t h e n ,  I knew,  w i t h  any f e m a l e  a p p a r e l  a r o u n d .  So I g a t h e r e d
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up e v e r y t h i n g  in  t h e  h o u s e  and e i t h e r  s o l d  i t  t o  t h e  j u n k  man o r  
b u r n e d  i t .  T h i s  t im e  I t r i e d  h a r d ,  b u t  i t  w a s n * t  w o r k i n g .

I d i d n ’ t  t r y  t o  k e e p  a n y t h i n g  b ey o n d  t h e  one w e a r i n g .  S i n c e  
i t  was so h a r d  t o  g e t  a n y t h i n g ,  f i n d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  w ear  i t ,  and 
t h e n  d i s p o s e  o f  i t  and k ee p  w o r k i n g ,  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  many t i m e s  
a v a i l a b l e .  F o l k s  k e p t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  I m a r r y  a g a i n .  I d i d n ’ t  
s ee  how I c o u l d .  I k e p t  t h i n k i n g  how I d i d  h av e  t o  make o t h e r  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Bu t  s u r e l y  any  woman would  e x p e c t  
a man ly  man w h ich  I d i d n ’ t  w i s h  t o  be a g a i n .  So I f i n a l l y  d e ­
c i d e d  t o  j u s t  n o t  do a n y t h i n g  o r  make an y  p l a n s .  J u s t  w a i t  and  
s e e  and n o t  ru n  f rom  s o m e t h i n g  i f  i t  s h o u l d  come my way.  In  t h e  
m e a n t i m e ,  I c o u l d  f i n i s h  o f f  t h o s e  two back  r o o m s .  I w en t  t o  t h e  
l u m b e r  y a r d  and g o t  t h e  l u m b e r  and  p l a s t e r  b o a r d .

S a d i e — P e n n .

i s  t h e  o u t f i t  I ’m t o  w ear  i n  t h e  But  how o f t e n  can you f i n d  a 
F r a t e r n i t y  f o l l i e s  n e x t  week .  man so much l i k e  o u r s e l v e s ?
B i l l ’ s t h e  D i r e c t o r  and he w a n t s  G e o r g i a  i s  so u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
me t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  i t .  a  woman’ s p r o b l e m s  in  l i f e .
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Acceptance Via the fitage

We h a v e  read a g o o d  d e a l  in our m a g a z i n e  a b o u t  how we s h o u l d  
i n f o r m  o t h e r s  o f  our d e s i r e s  to we a r  t he  c l o t h e s  m a d e  for the f e m a l e  
s e x .  One of  t he  e a s i e s t  and m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g  I h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  i s  
t h e  art  o f  p a n t o m i m i n g .

A b o u t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e r e  was  a group i n  my c h u r c h  t h a t  c a l l ­
ed  t h e m s e l v e s  the  Y o u n g  O l d s t e r s .  We m e e t  e v e r y  thi rd S a t u r d a y  e v e n ­
i n g  for d i n n e r  and a p r o g r a m .  Eac h  s pr i ng  we w o u l d  put  on our a n n u a l  
show and a l l  t a l e n t  was  t a k e n  f r om t he  g r o u p .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  a run of  
Barber  S h o p p i n g ,  Gay N i n e t i e s  and e t c . ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  we do an a l l  
p a n t o m i m e  s h o w .  M y s e l f  and a c o u p l e  of  200  p o u n d e r s  we r e  e l e c t e d  
to do t he  An d r e w S i s t e r s  " Bu s h e l  and a P e c k " .  L i t t l e  did t h e y  r e a l i z e  
t h e y  we r e  g i v i n g  me  a par t  c l o s e  to my h e a r t .  We r e h e a r s e d ,  wo r k e d  
har d ,  g o t  i n t o  c o s t u m e  and b e f o r e  we k n e w i t  we r e  on s t a g e .  It mu s t  
h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  as we  w e r e  a s k e d  to r e p e a t  i t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I 
a l s o  did a s i n g l e  t h a t  was  w e l l  r e c e i v e d .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  we  had our  
s hows  in was  d i s m a n t l e d  for a n e w e d u c a t i o n a l  un i t ,  and t ha t  e n d e d  our 
s h o w s .  It a l s o  e n d e d  my  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s  for t en  y e a r s .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t ha t  I had  one  of  my  p e r i o d s  of  r e f o r m a t i o n  and s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  
a w a y  my w a r d r o b e  l o s i n g  m a n y  b e a u t i f u l  i t e m s .

A f e w y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I s t a r t e d  a n o t h e r  w a r d r o b e  wi t h  the  p u r c h a s e  of  
a pai r  of  B l a c k  P a t e n t  P u m p s .  S o o n  o t h e r  i t e m s  we r e  a d d e d  and my  
n e w and p r e s e n t  w a r d r o b e  t o o k  s h a p e .  F i v e  and a h a l f  y e a r s  a g o  I 
m o v e d  i n t o  an a p a r t m e n t  by m y s e l f .  T h i s  I had h o p e d  w o u l d  l e t  me  
we a r  my  c l o t h e s  o f t e n e r  and l o n g e r .  It w a s n ’ t l o n g  b e f o r e  I d i s c o v e r e d  
t ha t  n e i g h b o r s  w a n t e d  to be  f r i e n d l y  and one  n e v e r  k n e w wh e n  t h e r e  
w o u l d  be  a k n o c k  at  t he  d o o r .  In s p i t e  of  t h i s  I m a n a g e d  to g e t  dr e s s e d  
q u i t e  o f t e n .  It i s  a m u s i n g  to  me  now,  as t he  one  n e i g h b o r  t h a t  was  
so f r i e n d l y  t o o k  t he  p i c t u r e s  I am e n c l o s i n g  of  me  at my  p e r f o r m a n c e  
t h i s  s p r i n g ,  w h i c h  I w i l l  r e l a t e  l a t e r .  S p e a k i n g  of  r e b u i l d i n g  my w a r d ­
r o b e ,  I f i nd  t he  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n s  t he  b e s t .  S a v e s  a l o t  of  e x p l a i n i n g ,  
and t he  s a l e s  p e o p l e  are a l w a y s  r e a d y  to  h e l p  to s a t i s f y  t h a t  l i t t l e  
w om a n .

T h i s  s p r i n g  I was  a s k e d  to r e v i v e  my a c t  for a V e t e r a n ' s  group  
a n n u a l  b a n q u e t .  T h i s  was  a l l  I n e e d e d  to perk up my s p i r i t s .  Here  
was  an o p p o r t u n i t y  for me  to a p p e a r  i n  p u b l i c  a g a i n .  S u r p r i s i n g  as i t  
was I h a d n ' t  f o r g o t t e n  t he  words  to a c o u p l e  of  s o n g s ,  and a l l  t h e y

52



n e e d e d  was  s o m e  p o l i s h i n g  up.  Wi t h  t he  p u r c h a s e  of  a n e w dres s ,  
s h o e s  and o t h e r  i t e m s  I was  a l l  s e t .  I was  so e n c o u r a g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e ­
c e p t i o n  I r e c e i v e d  t h a t  i t  was  t h e r e  and t h e n  I d e c i d e d  to c o n t i n u e  w i t h  
t h i s  m e a n s  o f  w e a r i n g  my  c l o t h e s  i n  p u b l i c .  I e v e n  d r e s s e d  at  h o m e  
and d r o v e  out  to  t he  e a t i n g  p l a c e .  I c h e c k e d  wi t h  a l o c a l  P o l i c e  d e t ­
e c t i v e  wh o m I know r e a l  w e l l ,  and he s a i d  he  saw no h a r m i n  i t  as 
l o n g  as I was  g o i n g  s o m e p l a c e  to e n t e r t a i n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
I d r o v e  o v e r  to t h i s  f o r m e r  n e i g h b o r  of  m i n e  to  h a v e  h i m  t a k e  p i c t u r e s ,  
w h i c h  he a g r e e d  to b e f o r e  h a n d .  T o  my s u r p r i s e  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  .me 
wi t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  and I m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  at  l e a s t  t h r e e  
h o u r s .

Th i s  s u m m e r  I was  to re t ur n  to a U n i v e r s i t y  n e a r  my  h o m e  for the  
s e c o n d  y e a r  of  a c o u r s e  I am t a k i n g .  It was  t he  dut y  o f  t he  s e c o n d  
y e a r  c l a s s  to f urni s h  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  and I w a s n ’t q u i t e  sure  w h e t h e r  
my a c t  wo u l d  f i t  i n  or n o t .  I t o o k  my  o u t f i t  w i t h  m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  and  
was a c c e p t e d  for t he  p e r f o r m a n c e .  More  r e h e a r s i n g  and I w o r k e d  hard  
as I had to put  t hi s  t h i n g  o v e r .  C a m e  t he  n i g h t  of  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
and I w a l k e d  i n t o  the  room w h e r e  t he  o t h e r s  w e r e .  I a l m o s t  s t a r t e d  a 
r i o t  as t h e y  had no i d e a  wh a t  I was  g o i n g  to do .  A l s o  t he  r e a l  g i r l s  
of  the  c l a s s  g a v e  me p l e n t y  of  a t t e n t i o n ,  and h o w .  C a m e  s ho w t i m e  
and s u r p r i s i n g  to m y s e l f  I was  n e v e r  c a l m e r .  I was  c o m p l e t e l y  p r e ­
p a r e d ,  my dress ,  s ho e s ,  and l i n g e r i e  f i t  me  p e r f e c t l y  and had  c o m p l e t e  
c o n f i d e n c e  in m y s e l f .  T h e  m u s i c  s t a r t e d ,  I was  t h e r e  i n  f r ont  o f  a 
d e a d  ’’ M i k e ” p e r f o r m i n g  t he  b e s t  I k n e w h o w .  It was  a t h r i l l  to h e a r  
t he  a p p l a u s e  I r e c e i v e d .  C o m p l e t e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  my i m p e r s o n a t i o n ,  
t he  s o ng s ,  my p e r f o r m a n c e .  A c o u p l e  o f  t he  p o w e r s  to be c o m p l i m e n ­
t ed  me  h i g h l y  for k e e p i n g  i t  c l e a n  and e n t e r t a i n i n g .  I h a v e  a l w a y s  
b e l i e v e d  t hat  i n  k e e p i n g  a t h i n g  of  t h i s  t y p e  i n  g o o d  t a s t e  w o u l d  g e t  
one  a l o t  f ur t her  t han b r i n g i n g  i n  the  s e a m y  s i d e .  I was  t o l d  t h e r e  
we r e  247 pe r s o n s  a d m i t t e d  to t he  r o o m .  A f t e r  t he  p e r f o r m a n c e  I m i n ­
g l e d  wi t h  the  a u d i e n c e  and c h a t t e d  s t i l l  w i t h  my  o u t f i t  o n .  I t h i n k  
a l o t  of  p e o p l e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h i s  as t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  a c l o s e r  l o o k  at  
m e ,  and I was  h a v i n g  a b a l l .  I f e e l  now I d o n ’ t h a v e  to a p o l o g i z e  
for my a c t ,  and I c a n  a c c e p t  any i n v i t a t i o n  t h a t  c o m e s  a l o n g  t h i s  f a l l  
or w i n t e r .  As a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  I a l r e a d y  h a v e  o ne  i n v i t a t i o n  for  
S e p t e m b e r  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  the  l o c a l  W o m e n ’s B u s i n e s s  and P r o f e s s i o n ­
al  C l u b .  And I am t o l d  t h e r e  are l a w y e r s ,  d o c t o r s  and o t h e r s  a m o n g  
t h e m .  T h e  o n l y  p r o b l e m  I h a v e  wi t h  t h i s  o ne  is g e t t i n g  out  o f  t he  
a p a r t m e n t  in the  e a r l y  e v e n i n g  ho u r s .

In t he  e v e n t  any of  y o u  Gal s  m i g h t  be t h i n k i n g  o f  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s ,  l e t  me  m a k e  a f e w s u g g e s t i o n s .  Ge t  r e c o r d s  of  g o o d  f e m a l e  
s i n g e r s  and l e a r n  the  s o ng s  w e l l .  I l i k e  t he  o n e s  y o u  c a n  b e l t  out ,  
and a g o o d  e v e n  r h y t h m .  D o n ’t t h i n k  y o u  c a n  s l i d e  by,  y o u ’ l l  h a v e
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o t h e r  t h i n g s  to be n e r v o u s  a b o u t .  Try and g e t  t he  a u d i e n c e  wi t h  you  
f r om the  s t a r t ,  and y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a g o o d  t i m e .  Pay a t t e n t i o n  to  your  
w a r d r o b e ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  t r y i n g  to  be  as f e m i n i n e  as p o s s i b l e .  A c t  f e m ­
i n i n e  and I h a v e  the  f e e l i n g  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  t h e  m e s s a g e  t hat  y o u  h a v e  
worn y o u r  c l o t h e s  b e f o r e .  Whe n  I am a s k e d  how I c a n  wa l k  in my  s l i m  
h i g h  h e e l s ,  I r e p l y ,  t h a t  t a k e s  a l o t  of  p r a c t i c e  t o o .  And one  l a s t  
t h o u g h t ,  g i v e  i t  a l l  y o u ' v e  g o t .

E d w i n a

"As I a p p e a r e d  at the p e r f o r m a n c e ,  11 Edwina
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'SUSANNA SAYS...

Hi ,  e v e r y b o d y ,

H a v e  a v e r y  Happy  New Ye a r !  And w h a t  d o e s  a h a p p y  y e a r  m e a n  
to m o s t  of  us? What  a q u e s t i o n !  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  our o t h e r  
s e l f  as o f t e n  as she w i s h e s  ( w h i c h  w o u l d  be o v e r d o i n g  t h i n g s ,  I ’ m 
sure)  and to f i nd d o z e n s  o f  n i c e  p e o p l e  w h o ' l l  a c c e p t  her  w i t h  o p e n  
a r ms .  Let  us h o p e  s o m e  of  t h i s  f a b u l o u s  wi s h  b e c o m e s  a d r e a m y  r e a l ­
i t y .  As we s t ar t  a Ne w Ye a r  I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  a l l  t a k e  s t o c k  o f  wh a t  
w e ’ve  l e f t  b e h i n d  and m a k e  a n i c e  brand n e w l i s t  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s .  The  
l a s t  t i m e  I dared j o t  down a l i s t  o f  c r i t i c i s m s  r e g a r d i n g  TV a t t i t u d e s  
and b e h a v i o u r ,  m a n y  o f  my w o n d e r f u l  f r i e n d s  c l a p p e d  i n  f e m i n i n e  
d e l i g h t  as l o n g  as t h e y  di d no t  t h i n k  t he  c r i t i c i s m  a p p l i e d  to t h e m - -  
a m o n g  the res t ,  t h e r e  was  u n a n i m o u s  h u f f i n e s s  at  S u s a n n a ' s  c a t t i s h  
r e m a r k s .  Let  me  s t a t e  r i g h t  h e r e  and now t h a t  w h e n e v e r  I h a v e  s o m e ­
t h i n g  c a t t y  to say a b o u t  my f r i e n d s ,  t h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g  c o i n c i d e n t a l  
a b o u t  i t .  I m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r  p e o p l e  in m i n d  w h e n e v e r  I 
u n s h e a t h  a j o u r n a l i s t i c  c l a w .  Whe r e  w o u l d  the  fun be i f  p e o p l e  c o u l d  
no t  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  m i r r o r e d  in t he  p r i n t e d  p a g e ?  T h a t ’ s w h a t  g o s s i p  
c o l u m n i s t s  we r e  m a d e  f or .  Of  c o u r s e  one  c a n n o t  n a m e  n a m e s ,  but  
one  c a n  h o p e  t ha t  the  i d e n t i t y  o f  the  v i c t i m  w i l l  be e a s i l y  g u e s s e d ,  
not  o n l y  by the  v i c t i m  h e r s e l f  but  by as m a n y  o f  her  f r i e n d s  as p o s s ­
i b l e ,  no?

So,  a m o n g  my own r e s o l u t i o n s  I f i nd  one  w h i c h  mu s t  be  k e p t :  
k e e p  s c r a t c h i n g  a w a y  in the  h o p e  t h a t  T V ’ s w i l l  r e a c h  t he  p o i n t  wh e r e  
t h e y  c an  h a v e  a g o o d  l a u g h  at  t h e m s e l v e s  o n c e  in a w h i l e .  T h i s  g o e s  
to s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  who  s e l d o m ,  i f  e v e r ,  burs t  out  in a g o o d  l a u g h .
The  m o m e n t  t h e y  d o l l  up,  z o o m !  A c u r t a i n  of  s e r i o u s n e s s  d e s c e n d s  
upon t h e i r  c a r e f u l l y  m a d e u p  f e a t u r e s  and y o u  c a n ' t  g e t  t h e m  to c r a c k  
a s m i l e  e v e n  i f  y o u  t i c k l e  t h e m  w i t h  a f e a t h e r .  T h e y  say t h e y  are  
e c s t a t i c a l l y  h a p p y ,  but ,  for H e a v e n ’s s a k e ,  t h e y  s u r e l y  d o n ’ t a c t  l i k e  
i t .  Not  lo*ng a g o  we had a f a i r l y  l a r g e  g e t - t o g e t h e r  i n  Ne w Yor k .
We a l s o  had s o m e  n o n - T V  g u e s t s .  A f t e r  the  p a r t y  I h e a r d  m o r e  t han  
one  r e ma r k  f rom the  l a t t e r  to the  e f f e c t  t ha t  "t he  T V ’ s g a v e  t he  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  of  l a c k i n g  i n  pe p  and v i t a l i t y " .  Or: " w h e n  w o m e n  g e t  t o ­
g e t h e r  for a h e n - p a r t y  the  m o s t  n o t i c e a b l e  t h i n g  i s  t h e i r  l a u g h t e r -  
t h e s e  T V ' s  s e e m e d  to  be  l a c k i n g  in t he  m o s t  b a s i c  s e n s e  of  h u m o u r . "  
Of c o u r s e  t h i s  d o e s  not  a p p l y  to e v e r y b o d y .  But I ’m sure  s o m e  of  our 
f r i e n d s  w i l l  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a m o n g  t he  c u l p r i t s .
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A n o t h e r  m a t t e r  w h i c h  e m e r g e s  o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n  in a l l  TV 
m e e t i n g s  i s  t ha t  o f  t r y i n g  to a c t  the  part  we f e e l  we are p o r t r a y i n g .  
T h i s  ma y  s e e m  r e pe ti  ti  ou s - - I * ve  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h i s  p o i n t  m a n y  t i m e s ,  
but  t h e r e  are  s o m e  s t ubbo r n  f r i e n d s  who a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e  to g i v e  an 
i n c h  of  gr ound  wh e n  i t  c o m e s  to e x p r e s s i n g  f e m i n i n i t y .  For the  s ake  
of  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  l e t ’s say t h a t  one  of  us i s  a c o w b o y  by p r o f e s s i o n .  He  
s l e e p s  m a n y  a n i g h t  on the  rough e a r t h  wi t h  h i s  b o o t s  on .  He knows  
c a t t l e  and h o r s e s  l i k e  the  p a l m  of  h i s  h a n d .  He r o l l s  h i s  own c i g a r ­
e t t e s  and e v e n  c h e w s  t o b a c c o .  T h e  n e a r e s t  t h i n g  to a p e r f u m e  is the  
s m e l l  o f  a s t a b l e .  Let  us say t h a t  he  i s  a T V .  ( A l t h o u g h  I c a n ’t for  
the  l i f e  o f  me  i m a g i n e  such a t h i n g ! )  He buys  T V i a  f rom an o l d ur­
a n i u m  p r o s p e c t o r  and,  oh j o y !  he  m e e t s  o t h e r  T V ' s .  T h e y  i n v i t e  
h i m  to a m e e t i n g  and he  s o o n  r e a l i z e s  h i s  f e a r s  are u n f o u n d e d .  No 
one  w i l l  m a k e  fun of  h i m .  T h e y  a l l  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  l a c k  of  e x p e r i e n c e  
and are e a g e r  to h e l p  h i m .  Af t e r  3 or 4 s e s s i o n s ,  he  b e g i n s  to c a t c h  
on.  He e x c h a n g e s  h i s  h o r s e - h a i r  w i g  for a g o o d  o n e .  He l e a r n s  ma k e  
up t e c h n i q u e .  He buys  t he  r i g h t  s i z e  c l o t h e s  and s h o e s .  And b e f o r e  
y o u  kn o w i t ,  he  s u d d e n l y  p r o c l a i m s  he  has  r e a c h e d  p e r f e c t i o n .  From 
t h a t  p o i n t  on,  n o b o d y  w i l l  e v e r  c o n v i n c e  h i m  t ha t  n o d o b y  e v e r  r e a c h e s  
p e r f e c t i o n - - n o t  e v e n  t he  C a s a b l a n c a  t r a v e l e r s  o f t e n  so b e a u t i f u l l y  
e n d o w e d  by n a t u r e . . D o  we know any  T V ’s who f i t  thi s  p i c t u r e ?  Q u i t e  
a f e w , n o ?

T h e  re s t  o f  t he  g r o up ,  who  are w e l l  a wa r e  of  t he  t r e m e n d o u s l y  
l o n g  road a h e a d  b e f o r e  o ne  c a n  e v e n  b e g i n  to purr wi t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
g i v e  for th a v e r i t a b l e  b a r r a g e  o f  s u b t l e  and n o t - s o - s u b t l e  h i n t s ,  to 
no a v a i l .  L e t ’s say we are  l o o k i n g  at  a m o v i e  on t e l e v i s i o n .  Be t t e  
D a v i s  i s  w a l k i n g  a c r o s s  t he  s c r e e n .  One TV says  ’’ Gee !  d o e s n ’ t she  
w a l k  b e a u t i f u l l y ? ” Our c o w b o y  f r i e n d  a g r e e s  m o s t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  
"She c e r t a i n l y  do e s !  ” T h e n  c o m e s  our h i n t .  "Woul d  y o u  be a d o l l  
and b r i n g  me  a g l a s s  of  w a t e r ? "  Our f r i e n d  g o e s  w i l l i n g l y  i n t o  a c t i o n .  
L u m b e r i n g l y  he  e m e r g e s  f rom t he  c h a i r ,  l e g s  a p a r t .  T h e  s p i n e  is  
c u r v e d  f o r wa r d ,  t he  s h o u l d e r s  j u m p  a h e a d  as i f  t h e y  had an i m p o r t a n t  
r e n d e v o u s  to k e e p  b e t w e e n  t wo  f a l s i e s .  And the  g l a s s  of  wa t e r  r e a c h e s  
our h a nd  p r e c e d e d b y  t he  m a j e s t i c  t h u mp  t h u mp  of  p u mp s  w h i c h  were  
n e v e r  d e s i g n e d  for s uc h  c r u s h i n g  a c t i v i t y .  So t he  s u b t l e  h i n t  d i d n ’ t 
wo r k .  We try a m o r e  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h .  "Look h o n e y ,  y o u  l o o k  t e r r ­
i f i c ,  but  w h e n  y o u  w a l k  y o u  r e m i n d  me of  R o m m e l ’ s t ank  corps  w i t h ­
d r a w i n g  f rom El A l a m e i n . "  At  t h i s  p o i n t  y o u  g e t  e i t h e r  a w i t h e r i n g  
l o o k  of  a n n o y a n c e  or a m e e k ,  hur t  l o o k .  Mos t  l i k e l y  y o u  h a v e  l o s t  a 
f r i e n d  and n o b o d y  w i l l  e v e r  g e t  y o u  a g l a s s  of  w a t e r .  P o s t u r e ,  g e s ­
t ur e s ,  w a l k ,  v o i c e  i n f l e c t i o n ,  h e r e  are the  4 g r e a t e s t  p r o b l e m s  for  
m o s t  T V ' s .  I say t h e y  are the  g r e a t e s t  b e c a u s e  for s o m e  u n f a t h o m e d  
r e a s o n ,  t h e y  are  t he  4 e l e m e n t s  m o s t  p e r s i s t e n t l y  i g n o r e d  by the  T V ’s 
t h e m s e l v e s .  We s t u b b o r n l y  r e f u s e  to s e e  t h e i r  t r e m e n d o u s ,  v i t a l  i m -
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p o r t a n c e  to the  e n t i r e  " m o m e n t  of  t r u t h ” . I f  we  s p e n t  i n  any  o f  t h e s e  
4 e l e m e n t s  one  h a l f  o f  t he  t i m e  we c o n s u m e  i n  g l u e i n g  a p a i r  of  f a l s e  
e y e l a s h e s  or o v e r s t u f f i n g  the  f r ont  of  a dr e s s ,  w e ’ d h a v e  a m u c h  b e t t e r  
c h a n c e  of  ” p a s s i n g ” , or at  l e a s t  o f  m a k i n g  a r e a l i s t i c ,  p l e a s a n t  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  a m o n g  our f r i e n d s .  S o m e  T V ’ s w i l l  s we a r  t h a t  no o ne  c a n  
read t h e m .  T h e i r  o v e r w h e l m i n g  and f i n a l  p r o o f  ( s o  t h e y  t h i n k )  i s  t he  
f a c t  that  t h e y  h a v e  no t  b e e n  p i c k e d  up by t he  l a w  and h a v e  no t  d e t ­
e c t e d  any r a i s e d  e y e b r o w s  a m o n g  the  d o z e n s  and d o z e n s  o f  p l a i n  c i t ­
i z e n s  t h e y  m e e t  in t he  s t r e e t s ,  s t o r e s  and r e s t a u r a n t s .

Let  m e  be j u s t  p l a i n  n a s t y  h e r e .  One  of  our g r e a t e s t  w e a k n e s s e s  
i s  our t e n d e n c y  t o wa r d  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n .  Our e y e s  s e e  i n  t he  mi r r o r  w h a t  
w e ' d  l i k e  to s e e ,  not  w h a t  o t h e r  m o r t a l s  s e e .  So y o u  m o v e  a b o u t  t he  
c i t y  and y o u  are  s t i l l  out  o f  j a i l . . .  wha t  d o e s  t h a t  p r o v e ?  It p r o v e s  
t h a t  1) y o u  are  f a i r l y  p a s s a b l e  and s o m e  p e o p l e  c a n  be f o o l e d  2) o t h e r s  
read y o u  but  d o n ’t g i v e  a h o o t . 3) o t h e r s  r e ad  y o u  but  are  m o r e  i n t e r ­
e s t e d  in m a k i n g  a s a l e  t han  in c r e a t i n g  an e m b a r r a s s i n g  s c e n e  on t h e i r  
p r e m i s e s  4) o t h e r s  read y o u  but  t h i n k  y o u  are  a h a r m l e s s  nut  and j u s t  
shrug the  w h o l e  t h i n g  o f f .  5) o t h e r s  read y o u  and h a v e  a g o o d  c h u c k l e .  
You m a k e  a g o o d  s t ory  to t e l l  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  h o m e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  It 
m i g h t  go  l i k e  t h i s :  "You k n o w,  h o n e y ?  I saw t he  d a m n e d e s t  t h i n g
t o d a y  at  t he  r e s t a u r a n t .  . . "Here  I was  s i t t i n g  i n  one  o f  t he  b o o t h s  w h e n  
t h i s  b i g  b o n e d  d a m e  s i t s  do wn a c r o s s  f r om me  at  a n e a r  by t a b l e .  I 
g i v e  her  t he  u s u a l  c u r s o r y  g l a n c e  y o u  n o r m a l l y  g i v e  p e o p l e  . . T h e n ,  
s o m e t h i n g  s t r i k e s  me  as o d d . . . t h e  d a m e  has  a n e c k  j u s t  a b o u t  t w i c e  
as t h i c k  as m i n e . . . S h e ’s d r e s s e d  k i nd  of  f a n c y ,  w e l l  g r o o m e d  y o u  
m i g h t  say ,  n i c e  ha i r do ,  but  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t ha t  n e c k !  She  
c a t c h e s  me  s t a r i n g ,  so I q u i c k l y  g l a n c e  a w a y .  I m p o l i t e  to s t a r e ,  y o u  
k n o w . . .  A b i t  l a t e r  I n o t i c e  w i t h  the  c o r n e r  of  my e y e  t h a t  s h e ’ s r e ­
m o v i n g  her  g l o v e s . . .  wo w ! You s h o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t h o s e  h a n d s !  So I 
t a k e  a f a s t  p e e p  at  her  f e e t ,  and sure  e n o u g h ,  t h e y  m a t c h  t he  h a n d s  
in s i z e !  So,  I say to  m y s e l f :  t h e r e ' s  a h e f t y  d a m e .  And I f o r g e t  a l l
a b o u t  her  for a w h i l e .  But t h e n  I n o t i c e  s h e ’ s g e t t i n g  up,  p r o b a b l y  
g o i n g  to t he  l a d i e s '  r o o m . . . Y o u  w o n ’t b e l i e v e  m e ,  h o n e y ,  but  t he  
guys  in our a r my  p l a t o o n  m o v e d  mo r e  g r a c e f u l l y  t h a n  t h a t  d a m e .  A 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  s h e ’ s b a c k  at  t he  t a b l e . . I  c o u l d  t e l l  she  was  c o m i n g  ’ c a u s e  
I c o u l d  h e a r  t he  k l o m p - k l o m p  c o m i n g  n e a r . ,  t h e n  she s a t . . . s t i f f  as a 
b oar d . .  n o t h i n g  f e m i n i n e  a b o u t  her  I a s s ur e  y o u . . a n d  at  t h a t  p o i n t  I 
b e g a n  to w o n d e r . .  m a y b e  she was  a h e . . b u t  s t i l l . . I  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
m i s t a k e n .  . u n t i l  she  s p o k e  to the  w a i t e r  , t h e n  I was  p o s i t i v e  I was  
not  m i s t a k e n .  T h a t  was  a g u y .  Di d  I do a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  Of  c o u r s e  
not ,  why s h o u l d  I s t i c k  my  n e c k  o u t . . b e s i d e s ,  he  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  an 
a c t o r . . o r  God knows  w h a t . . m a y b e  an e s c a p e d  c o n v i c t ,  d a n g e r o u s ,  y o u  
k n o w . . s o  I f i n i s h e d  my  m e a l ,  p a i d  t he  b i l l  and w a l k e d  o u t . ”
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Sorry ,  my f r i e n d s ,  to  sound so m e a n .  T h e  " g i l l -  wi  t hi n" is  s u p p ­
o s e d  to  be  s w e e t ,  k i n d ,  g e n t l e ,  d r e a m y .  But e v e n  i f  i t  h a p p e n s  o n l y  
o n c e ,  e v e r y  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ,  s o m e b o d y  has  to pour out  a b u c k e t f u l  of  
c.old,  m e r c i l e s s  r e a l i s m ,  j u s t  to r e m i n d  o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  t he  wor l d  i s  
n o t  e n t i r e l y  m a d e  of  p r e t t y  c l o u d s  and b l u e  s k i e s ,  . t h e r e ' s  a l s o  mud  
and hard p a v e m e n t s  unde r  our f e e t .  What  I c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  i s  t h a t  
we a l l  know w h a t  we s h o u l d  try to a c h i e v e .  We know how v i t a l  p r o pe r  
p o s t u r e ,  g e s t u r e s ,  w a l k ,  v o i c e  i n f l e c t i o n  a r e .  Many  T V ' s  at  l e a s t  
try to i m p r o v e .  It  i s  no t  e a s y ,  we a l l  know t h a t .  So mu c h  so,  t ha t  
s o c i e t y  has  e v e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  " F i n i s h i n g  s c h o o l s "  for G e e - G e e s  ( " G . G . "  
i s  an e x p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  I l i k e  b e t t e r  t han  t he  RG t a g .  "GG" = G e n e t i c  
G a l .  T h i s  i s  m o r e  s c i e n t i f i c  s o u n d i n g ,  m o r e  i m p r e s s i v e  p e r h a p s ,  t han  
RG. " Re a l  " Gi r l  d o e s n o t  c o n v e y  w h a t  i t  s h o u l d  i n a s m u c h  as m a n y  of  
us, S u s a n n a  a m o n g  t h e m ,  c o n s i d e r  o u r s e l v e s  q u i t e  " r e a l  " - i m p e  r f e c  t, 
t r ue ,  but  s t i l l  r e a l .  M o r e o v e r ,  "GG" sounds  c u t e r * )  T h e s e  " F i n i s h i n g  
S c h o o l s "  p r o v e  t h a t  e v e n  " G . G ' s "  c a n  s t and  a f e w l e s s o n s  i n  p o s t u r e ,  
g e s t u r e s ,  w a l k  and v o i c e  p r o d u c t i o n .  So i f  t h e y  n e e d  t h e m ,  i m a g i n e  
h o w m u c h  m o r e  WE n e e d  l e s s o n s  and p r a c t i c e  and r e h e a r s i n g  and c r i t ­
i c i s m !  ! ! ! T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  a n y t i m e  I f e e l  l i k e  a s s u m i n g  the r o l e  
of  a t e a c h e r  ( w h i c h  I am not ,  for t he  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t ha t  I ’m s t i l l  
g o i n g  to  s c h o o l  and h a v e  a l o t  to go  b e f o r e  I c a n  e v e n  h o p e  to g r a d u ­
a t e )  t he  "target  o f  my f r i e n d l y ,  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  w i l l ,  in  ma n y  
c a s e s ,  s tab m e  w i t h  a c o n d e s c e n d i n g  s m i l e  w h i c h  says :  Su s a n n a  y o u
are a j e a l o u s ,  m e a n ,  c a t t y , i n t o l e  ra n t c o n c e i t e d ,  v a i n ,  i n s u f f e r a b l y  
e g o t i s t i c a l  f e m a l e - a n i m a l - t h a t - b a r k s .  . .

So ,  a l l  I c a n  do i s  s hut  my  s o m e w h a t - b i g  m o u t h  and p e c k  out  on 
t he  t y p e w r i t e r  a l l  t h e s e  i n c r e d i b l e ,  u n r e a l i s t i c  f a n t a s i e s  of  c r i t i c i s m  
t h a t  c o u l d  no t  p o s s i b l y  f i t  the  p e r f e c t  s t a t u s  a c h i e v e d  by s o m e  of  my  
TV f r i e n d s .

Any mo r e  b o n e s  to p i c k  as we s t ar t  t he  N e w  Ye a r ?  Yes  i n d e e d !  
S o m e  T V ’ s s e e m  to be  a b i t  c o n f u s e d  w h e n  t h e y  t a l k  a b o u t  Fu l l  P e r s o n ­
a l i t y  E x p r e s s i o n .  T h e  way  t h e y  s e e  i t  is  t h a t  w h e n  "the  g i r l - w i t h i n "  
i s  e x p r e s s i n g  h e r s e l f  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be no a t t e m p t  to curb "the m a n - w i t h -  
in" f r o m e x p r e s s i n g  h i m s e l f  at  t h e s a m e  t i m e !  A f t e r  a l l - - t h e y  s ay - - 
‘why c a n ' t  _s he  s m o k e  a c i g a r  i f  _he f e e l s  l i k e  i t ?  Why s h o u l d n ' t  she  
g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  a h e a t e d  a r g u m e n t  a b o u t  the  s u p e r i o r i t y  of  Joe  Loui s  
vs .  S o n n y  L i s t o n ?  T h a t ,  to m e ,  i s  m a k i n g  an u n h o l y  me s s  of  e v e r y ­
t h i n g .  I f e e l  we  mu s t  k e e p  t he  t wo  f a c e t s  a p a r t ,  w i d e  a p a r t ,  as far  
a w a y  as p o s s i h l e .  If  we  a l l o w  "hi m" to e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  "her"  
t h e n  we are  g o i n g  to c r e a t e  a h o r r i b l e  c a r i c a t u r e  w h i c h  is n e i t h e r  
f i s h  nor f o w l .  Or s h o u l d  "she" s n e a k  i n  s o m e  of  her  t r a i t s  wh e n  "he"  
i s  a r o u n d .  I ' m  a f r a i d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  w o n ’t be wor t h  a p l u g  n i c k e l  
a r o u n d  t he  o f f i c e .  T h a t  is why ,  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  c o r r e c t
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or not ,  for p u r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  I f i n d  i t  m o s t  h e l p f u l  to  t h i nk  
and t a l k  as i f  t wo  d i f f e r e n t  e n t i t i e s  we r e  o c c u p y i n g  one  s i n g l e  b o d y .
I know t h a t  t hi s  p h i l o s o p h y  c a n  be a t t a c k e d  w i t h  m a n y  s o l i d  a r g u m e n t s ,  
but  I d o n ’ t c a r e .  It is v e r y  u s e f u l  as a p r a c t i c a l  t o o l ,  as a g u i d e ,  to 
p r e v e n t  Sus a nna  f rom b e i n g  n o t h i n g  but  a " ma n  i n s k i r t s ” .

Let  us,  for h e a v e n ’ s s a k e ,  s t r i v e  to f o r g e  a n i c e ,  c l e a n  c u t ,  r e a l  
p e r s o n  out  of  ” t he  g i r l -  w i t h i n  ” . L e t ’ s g i v e  h e r  a p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  h e r  o wn .  
If  p o s s i b l e  l e t ’s g i v e  h e r  e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  t a s t e s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  "t he  g u y -  
w i t h i n ” . . . m a y b e  e v e n  m a k e  a R e p u b l i c a n  out  o f  he r ,  i f  he  i s  a d e m o ­
crat !  ! ! ! Do I m a k e  t he  p o i n t ?  I know I ’m e x a g g e r a t i n g  a b i t ,  but  
t h a t ’ s the  g e n e r a l  i d e a .  If we i n s i s t  on ” w e - s t i l l - a r e  - t h e - s a  m e - p e  rson  
a l l - t h e - t i m e  "v t h e n ,  i f  t he  guy  l i k e s  to f o o l  a r o u n d  t h e  g a r a g e  c l e a n ­
i n g  the  e n g i n e  of  h i s  car  e v e r y  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a l l  h e ’d n e e d  to 
s a t i s f y  hi s  TV urge  w o u l d  be  to put  on a dres s ,  h i g h  h e e l s ,  a w i g  and  
m a k e u p  and go  r i g h t  down t he  g a r a g e  to c l e a n  the  c a r ,  and w a l k ,  g e s ­
ture  and t a l k  as i f  n o t h i n g  had h a p p e n e d . . . s a m e  g uy ,  s a m e  t a s t e s ,  
s a m e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  the  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t he  dres s  and the  m a k e u p .
Why go t hrough a l l  t h a t  t r o u b l e  t h e n ?  T o  me  t h a t ’s no t  T V i s m .  T h a t ’s 
j u s t  b e i n g  a guy in d r e s s e s ,  no m o r e .  No w,  d o n ’ t g e t  me  w r o n g .  I 
c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  us to  drop e v e r y  b i t  o f  our drab,  e v e r y d a y  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y  and p e r f o r m  a m i r a c l e  of  t r a n s m u t a t i o n .  Of  c o u r s e  t h e r e ’ l l  
be a good  ma n y  p e r s o n a l i t y  b i t s  h a n g i n g  a r o u n d ,  but  e v e n  t h o s e ,  I 
i n s i s t ,  we mus t  r e d e c o r a t e ,  g i v e  t h e m  a d i f f e r e n t  h u e  and i n t e r t w i n e  
t h e m  wi t h  the  n e w ,  u n u s e d  o ne s  w h i c h  are t he  t r a d e m a r k  of  "her" p e r ­
s o n a l i t y .

For the  s ake  of  e x a m p l e s  l e t  me  m e n t i o n  V i c k i e  who  w o u l d  n e v e r  
d r e a m of  s o i l i n g  her  f i n g e r s  in t he  t y p e  of  work he r  " o t h e r s e l f "  n o r ­
m a l l y  p e r f o r m s  to  m a k e  a l i v i n g .  Or, y o u ’ l l  n e v e r  c a t c h  S u s a n n a  
w r i t i n g  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n - - p h o o e y ! S h e ’d 
r a t he r  t a k e  n e e d l e  and t h r e a d  and s h o r t e n  t he  h e m  of  t h a t  o l d  s k i r t  
h a n g i n g  i n  the  c l o s e t  .

T h e  r e a l  fun a b o u t  b e i n g  a TV i s  i n  t he  C O N S T A N T  IMPROVI NG.
To l o o k ,  a c t ,  t a l k  and e v e n  t h i n k  m o r e  and m o r e  l i k e  a t rue  "GG".
Not  l i k e  "a w o m a n " - - t h i s  m a k e s  no s e n s e ,  but  r a t h e r  b r i n g  to l i f e  and  
i m p a r t  r a d i a n c e ,  c o l o r  and v i t a l i t y  to  that p a r t i c u l a r  g i r l  we  f e e l  i s  
w a i t i n g  i n s i d e .  As S i o b h a n  s a y s :  "A s u c c e s s f u l  TV m u s t  r e l y  on p e r ­
s o n a l i t y ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and c h a r m  r a t h e r  t h a n  on l o o k s . "  T h e  p e r s o n ­
a l i t y  i s  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  but  we  mu s t  p o l i s h  i t ,  s h a p e  i t  and v i t a l i z e  i t .
The  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w e l l ,  we  h o p e  i t ' s  t h e r e .  We c a n ’ t do  m u c h  i f  i t  
i s n ' t .  But c h a r m i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  c a n ’t buy ,  nor are  y o u  born wi t h  
i t .  T h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  h a v e  to work at  and work h a r d .  W h a t ’s 
r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  to a c h i e v e  i s  a s i n c e r e  f o r m of  c h a r m .  A n y t h i n g  e l s e
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w o u l d  be  j u s t  p l a i n  p h o n y .  And t h a t ’s t he  way  T V i s m  doe s  e n r i c h  
b o t h  p e r s o n a l i t i e s :  he r s  and h i s .

I g u e s s  t h a t ’ s e n o u g h  s e r m o n i z i n g  for a w h i l e .  Let  me  be s w e e t  
for a m o m e n t .  T H I N GS I LOVE ABOUT T V ’S. . . t h e  q u i e t  r e s t f u l  s e r e n ­
i t y  of  K a t h y  & V i c k i e . .  . . t he  s e l f  a s s u r a n c e  of  Buf f .  . t he  l i t t l e  g i r l  
l o o k  of  K a r e n . ,  t he  b u b b l i n g  e n t h u s i a s m  of  Ga i l  ( C o n n e c  t i c  u t ) . . t he  
t o t a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h e r s e l f  s h o wn  by J e s s i c a ,  B e a t r i c e ,  D e n i s e  ( C h i c ­
a g o ) ,  N o r m a ,  Barbara  and H e l e n . . . t h e  e x q u i s i t e  t a s t e  of  A n i t a . . .  
R o b e r t a ’s s e n s e  of  h u m o r . . .  t he  b i t i n g  s a r c a s m  of  G a i l  ( N Y ) . . V i r g i n i a ’s 
de d i e  a t i o n  . . . Car o l ' s g e n t l e  f r i e n d  l i n e  s s . . . Si  o b h a n  ’ s re a l i  sm . . .  F e l i ­
c i t y ’ s f e e l i n g  of  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  . . I r e n e ’s and F i o n a ’s f e m i n i n i t y . ,  
t he  e a g e r n e s s *  of  D e b b i e ,  B o b b i e ,  Robi n and L u c i l l e  . . .  L u c i e n n e ' s  un­
s e l f i s h n e s s .  I c o u l d  go on and o n . . y o u  kno w s o m e t h i n g ?  Every  s i n g l e  
TV I ’ ve  e v e r  k n o wn  p o s s e s s e s  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  q u a l i t i e s . . .  I g u e s s  t h a t ’ s 
w h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  a l l  l i  ke ab l e  . . . b u t . . l e  t me  be c a t t y  o n c e  a g a i n :  I
HATE : e x t r e m e  c a u t i o n  and e x t r e m e  l a c k  of  c a  u t i o n . . .  h a i r y  c h e s t s
wor s e  t h a n  h a i r y  a r ms  ( t h e s e  are  bad e n o u g h ) . . . T V ' s  who c a n ’ t h a v e  
a pi x  t a k e n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to l i f t  the  h e m  of  t he  s ki r t  ( t h o s e  g a m s  
are not  as s e n s a t i o n a l  as y o u  t h i n k ,  g a l s !  and b e s i d e s ,  how ma n y  " G-  
G's" h a v e  y o u  e v e r  m e t  who  w i l l  p o s e  l i k e  t ha t  ( n i c e  " GG’s" I m e a n ) .  
T V ’s who s i m p l y  MUST l i s t  in g r e a t  d e t a i l  e v e r y  s i n g l e  g a r m e n t  t h e y  
h a p p e n  to be w e a r i n g  w h e n  t h e y  s i t  down to w ri te . . . ( m ost  of  us are  
p r e t t y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e ,  y o u  k n o w ) . . . T V ’ s who  
d o n ’t g i v e  a h o o t  a b o u t  t h e i r  p o s t u r e ,  g e s t u r e s ,  or w a l k . . ( i t  t a k e s  so 
l i t t l e  e f f o r t  to  at  l e a s t  t r y ! ! ) . .

I NTERESTI NG PEOPLE I ’VE RECENTLY MET: Gi na and. M a r i e t t a .
C h a r m i n g  TV c o u p l e .  M a r i e t t a  i s  by far t he  top TV w i f e  I ’ve  m e t . ,  
no t  j u s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . ,  not  j u s t  k i nd  t o l e r a n c e . ,  not  j us t  b e i n g  h e l p ­
f u l . . b u t  she  LOVES i t !  W o u l d n ’ t wa nt  Gi na  to c h a n g e ,  e v e r . . a b s o l ­
u t e l y  m a r v e l l o u s !  She  c o o k s  a t e r r i f i c  g o u l a s h .  . G i n a  i s  i n d e e d  l u c k y  
and a v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  T V . . a n d  t h e r e ’s a l s o  W e n d y . . v e r y  n i c e  TV,  worth  
c u l t i  va t i n g  . .  D e b b i e  , di  t t o  . .  I n g r i d ,  j ust  s p e n t  a w e e k  w i t h  u s . . o u t  
e v e r y  d a y . ,  b e l i e v e s  in i m p r o v i n g . ,  s c o r e d  a b e a u t i f u l  TV v i c t o r y  by 
f o o l i n g  for an e n t i r e  e v e n i n g  one  of  our mo r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  s i s t e r s .  
I n g r i d  p a s s e d  h e r s e l f  o f f  as a S w e d i s h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  
i n  t he  U S A .  Th e  n e a r e s t  s h e ’s b e e n  to S w e d e n  i s  Br o o k l y  n . . .  e v e r y ­
b o d y  had a b a l l  t ha t  e v e n i n g .  . . t h e r e ’s an a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e  in Br o o k l y n  
H e i g h t s  w h e r e  t he  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  i s  a TV,  t wo  a p a r t m e n t s  t h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  r e n t e d  to  T V ’ s . . s urpri  s i ng ,  i s n ’ t i t ? . . G1 o ri a ’ s X m a s  p i c t u r e  j us t  
b e a u t i f u l . . . a n d  s p e a k i n g  of  X m a s . ,  l e t  m e  be c h e a p  and use t h i s  c o l ­
u mn  to say t h a n k s  e v e r  so m u c h ,  i n  M a r i e ’ s n a m e  and m i n e ,  to t he  
d o z e n s  and d o z e n s  of  f r i e n d s  who  s e n t  us c a r d s . . I  n e v e r  g o t  to send a 
s i n g l e  c a r d  out  t h i s  y e a r . . y o u  s e e ,  i t  h a p p e n e d  t h i s  way:  I had set
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a s i d e  $2 5  to p u r c h a s e  a b a t c h  o f  c a r d s ,  but  as I was  r e a c h i n g  t he  c o r ­
ner  o f  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e  and 6 0 t h  S t . . . s o m e  thi  ng i n c r e d i b l e  h a p p e n e d . .
I saw a n i g h t i e - n e g l i g e e  c o m b i n a t i o n  i n  a w i n d o w ,  . p a l e  b l u e . . s o . . I  
h a p p e n e d  to w a l k  i n .  . a n d  I j u s t  h a p p e n e d  to  ask for t he  p r i c e  and my  
s i z e ,  . a n d  y o u  know w h a t ? .  . S u s a n n a  g o t  an e x t r a  X m a s  g i f t  t h a t  day!  ! 
sorry ( m e ,  b i g  l i a r ) . . b u t  y o u  kno w ho w i t  i s . . b y e  for now d e a r s ,  and  
I do m e a n ,  a Ha p p y  TV Ye a r  to a l l . . . L o v e ,  S u s a n n a . . .

P * S . A g o o d ,  p r a c t i c a l  s y s t e m  to f i nd  out  h o w m u c h  r e h e a r s i n g  and  
p r a c t i c e  y o u  n e e d  is to  p r e t e n d  s o m e o n e  is  g o i n g  to t a k e  y o u r  p i c t u r e .  
St and in f ront  of  a f u l l  l e n g t h  mi r r o r  and s t r i k e  up a p o s e .  D o e s  i t  
c o m e  e a s i l y ?  Do y o u  kn o w w h a t  to do w i t h  y o u r  h a n d s ?  Or do y o u  f e e l  
l i k e  a s a c k  of  p o t a t o e s ?  If y o u  h a v e  to s t r u g g l e  l i k e  m a d  to a c h i e v e  
a h a l f - w a y  f e m i n i n e  p o s e  t h e n  y o u  s u r e l y  n e e d  p r a c t i c e !  Lot s  o f  i t !
Do t he  s a m e  t h i n g  s i t t i n g  d o wn  and g e t t i n g  up.  D o e s  t he  i m a g e  in t he  
mi r r or  l o o k  g r a c e f u l ?  Or d o e s  i t  l o o k  l i k e  K i n g  K o n g ’ s d a u g h t e r  s i t t ­
i n g  a t o p  the  E mp i r e  S t a t e  B u i l d i n g ?  Look at  t he  g i r l  on t e l e v i s i o n .  . 
s e e  ho w she w a l k s  and m o v e s  a b o u t  t he  r o o m .  T h e n  m a r c h  i n  f r ont  of  
y o ur  m i r r o r . . s e e  t he  d i f f e r e n c e ?  If  y o u  d o n ’t,  t h e n  y o u  mu s t  h a v e  had  
t o o  m u c h  v o d k a . . . c u t  i t  out !  A f r i e n d  of  m i n e  c o m p i l e d  t he  m o s t  
f a s c i n a t i n g  s crap  b o o k  I ' v e  e v e r  s e e n .  No t  a s i n g l e  TV or i m p e r s o n a t o r  
i n  the  p i c t u r e s ! ! !  Jus t  p a g e  a f t e r  p a g e  of  "GG's" . . g a l s . ,  o ne  s e c t i o n  
of  g a l s  s t a n d i n g  and w a l k i n g ,  d o z e n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n c e s  and p o s e s . ,  
t h e n  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  of  w o m e n  s i t t i n g  do wn i n  arm c h a i r s ,  s o f a s ,  i n ­
s i d e  a car ,  at p i c n i c s ,  e t c . . t h e n  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  of  g i r l s  a t  a t a b l e ,  
e a t i n g ,  d r i n k i n g ,  s m o k i n g . . h e  w o u l d  s t u d y  c a r e f u l l y  e a c h  p o s e ,  e a c h  
s t a n c e  and c o p y  i t  c a r e f u l l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  a mi r r o r ,  o v e r  and o v e r ,  u n t i l  
i t  c l i c k e d . . i t  c a m e  n a t u r a l l y .  S i l l y ?  If  y o u  t h i n k  i t ' s  s i l l y ,  t h e n  y o u  
m i g h t  as w e l l  g e t  b a c k  b e h i n d  a l o c k e d  door  and r e a d  P o p u l a r  M e c h ­
a n i c s .  Of  c o u r s e  y o u  d o n ’t n e e d  a s c r a p  b o o k  l i k e  t h a t  i f  y o u  h a v e  a 
w i f e  who c o - o p e r a t e s ,  or a g o o d  f r i e n d  w h o ’ s w i l l i n g  to h e l p ,  . w e  n e e d  
c r i t i c i s m ,  we n e e d  a d v i c e  i f  we are  to l i v e  a TV l i f e  t h a t  i s  e s t h e t i c -  
a l l y  s a t i s f y i n g  to  o u r s e l v e s  as w e l l  as to t h o s e  we c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h .

And a n o t h e r  t h i n g .  No m a t t e r  ho w d i f f i c u l t  i t  m a y  b e ,  do your  
b e s t  to l e a r n  to  z i p  and u n z i p  y o u r s e l v e s  i n  and out  of  any  d r e s s .  Do  
no t  e x p o s e  y o u r s e l v e s  to t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  to e i t h e r  r ip a g o o d  
f r o c k  to p i e c e s ,  or as i t  h a p p e n e d  r e c e n t l y  to  G a i l  ( NY)  h a v i n g  to  
p h o n e  s o m e  f r i e n d s  at  3 o ' c l o c k  i n  t he  m o r n i n g  and o r g a n i z e  a s a l v a g e  
e x p e d i t i o n . .  i m a g i n e  3 or us d a s h i n g  in a c a r  to G a i l ’s a p a r t m e n t  j u s t  
to l i b e r a t e  her  f rom a b e a u t i f u l  ne w dres s  she  w o u l d  h a v e  had  to w e a r  
f o r e v e r  i f  we h a d n ' t  c o m e  to  t he  r e s c u e !  On s e c o n d  t h o u g h t ,  did G a i l  
r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  our p r o m p t  h e l p ?  H m m m m !
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Report on the October Gathering

In T V i a  # 1 8  1 s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  e n o u g h  p i c t u r e s  and m a t e r i a l  we r e  
s u b m i t t e d  i t  w o u l d  be  m a d e  i n t o  a b o o k l e t  and s o l d  to r a i s e  m o n e y  for  
t he  F o u n d a t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  as i n  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  
we h a v e  t r i e d ,  c o - o p e r a t i o n  was  no t  w h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d .
As a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  was  no t  e n o u g h  m a t e r i a l  for a b o o k l e t .  H o w e v e r ,  I 
f e l t  t h a t  t h o § e  of  y o u  wh o  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  w o u l d  s t i l l  l i k e  an 
" i n ” to  s o m e  e x t e n t  on t h e  g o i n g s - o n  so I d e c i d e d  to  put  i t  in T V i a .

I w o u l d  l i k e ,  at  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o  t h a n k  t h e  t h r e e  g i r l s  who  we r e  k i nd  
e n o u g h  to  s u b m i t  p i c t u r e s ,  w h i c h  are  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e w i t h .  T h e s e  
t h r e e  w e r e  G l o r i a  ( our  C o v e r  Gir l  t h i s  t i m e ) ,  C a r o l  3 2 - Q - l  FPE, and 
L u c i e  3 2 - B- 4  FPE.

T h e  g a t h e r i n g  i t s e l f  t o o k  p l a c e  O c t .  26 and 2 7 t h .  S o m e  f e w  of  
us a r r i v e d  on F r i d a y .  My w i f e  and I had l e f t  L . A .  on T h u r s d a y  m o r n ­
i n g ,  had a 15 m i n .  m e e t i n g  w i t h  one  of  our gr oup  b e t w e e n  p l a n e s  in  
C h i c a g o ,  and had b e e n  m e t  a t  t he  a i r p o r t  by Dor i s  ( 3 2 - G - 4 )  who  t ook  
us h o m e  w h e r e  we  had  a v e r y  n i c e  d i n n e r  put  f o r t h  by her  v e r y  n i c e  
w i f e .  A f t e r  d i n n e r  Do r i s  ( i t  was  r e a l l y  Don)  d r o v e  us i n t o  the  c e n t e r  
of  N . Y .  w h e r e  we  m e t  L u c i e n n e  ( 3 1 - L - 2  FPE) who  d r o v e  us ove r  i n t o  
Ne w  J e r s e y  and to an a p a r t m e n t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  Joan  ( 3 1 - L - l  FPE) w h e r e  
we s t a y e d  t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  an a l l  t o o  s ho r t  v i s i t  w i t h  J o a n  and w i f e .
But we  had  a g o o d  n i g h t * s  s l e e p  t h a n k s  t o  t h e m  and t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y .  
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  we  d i d  a f e w e r r a n d s  and b u s i n e s s  c a l l s  and t h e n  L u c ­
i e n n e  d r o v e  us up to t he  Re s o r t .  It  was  b e a u t i f u l  d r i v i n g  t hr ough  New  
J e r s e y  b e c a u s e  i t  had  s n o w e d  l i g h t l y  d u r i n g  t he  n i g h t  and t he  t r e e s ,  
f i e l d s  and h o u s e s  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e y  do  on C h r i s t m a s  Cards ,  a l l  w i t h  a 
g e n t l e  w h i t e  c o v e r  of  s n o w .  We a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  and 
f o u n d  M a r i e  and S u s a n n a  hard at  work g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  o r g a n i z e d  for t he  
ho a r d  o f  j o y o u s  g i r l s  e x p e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  Wat e r  had to  be  
t ur n e d  on,  h e a t i n g  gas  c h e c k e d ,  b l a n k e t s  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  b e d s  m a d e  and 
on top o f  t h a t  s o m e  d i n n e r  had t o  be  a r r a n g e d .  But b e t w e e n  t h e m  
w i t h  h e l p  f r om C i n d y  and a f e w  o t h e r s  a l l  was  o r g a n i z e d .  A f t e r  d i n n e r  
we s a t  and t a l k e d  a w h i l e ,  as u s u a l .  A l s o  as u s u a l  m o s t  of  t h o s e  who  
a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  s t a y e d  up and t a l k e d  t o  t he  w e e  hour s ,  but  
D o r e e n  and I d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  be s t r e n u o u s  
a n y w a y  and a l i t t l e  s l e e p  w o u l d  be  i n  order ,  so we r e t i r e d .  Thus  we  
we r e  n o t  on hand  t o  w e l c o m e  t he  a r r i v a l  of  B o b b i e  ( 1 3 - D - 2  FPE),



D e n i s e  ( 1 3 - F - 5  FP E ) , Fran ( 4 9 - 0 1  FPE) , D i a n a  ( 5 1 - M - l  FPE) and  
Ma r i e  ( 1 4 - K - 2 - F P E )  of  t he  C h i c a g o  c h a p t e r  o f  FPE.  T h e y  a r r i v e d  
a b o u t  8 A . M .  in t he  m o r n i n g  h a v i n g  d r i v e n  a b o u t  70 0  m i l e s  t o  g e t  
t h e r e .  T h e y  m i s c a l c u l a t e d  t h e i r  " f l y i n g  t i m e "  a l i t t l e  and w e r e  l a t e r  
t ha n  p l a n n e d ,  but  t h e y  m a d e  i t .

N e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  t he  u s u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s l e e p y  e y e d  g i r l s  
i n  v a r i o u s  s t a t e s  o f  c o s t u m e  r a n g i n g  f r om t he  m a s c u l i n e  to t h e  f u l l y  
g a r b e d  f e m i n i n e  w i t h  a l o t  o f  i n - b e t w e e n s .  M a r i e  and C i n d y  p r e s i d e d  
at t he  s t o v e  w i t h  t he  e g g s ,  c o f f e e  and s u c h .  T h e y  c o o k e d  so m u c h  
t h o s e  t wo  days  t h a t  I ’d say t h e y  r e a l l y  f e l t  at  " H o m e  on t h e  Ra n g e " .
Ne w a r r i v a l s  c a m e  i n  a l l  m o r n i n g  and w e r e  a s s i g n e d  b e d s ,  e t c .  But  
by a b o u t  2 o ’c l o c k  a l l  but  a f e w  l a t e  c o m e r s  w e r e  t h e r e  and had g o t t e n  
i n t o  f e m m e a t t i r e  and we  had our m e e t i n g  i n  t he  W i g w a m ,  as S u s a n n a  
has  n a m e d  t he  b i g  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  she  us e s  for m e e t i n g s ,  n i g h t  c l u b b i n g ,  
e t c .  S u s a n n a  o p e n e d  t he  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i t h  a w e l c o m e  to a l l ,  e s p e c i a l ­
l y  our two p s y c h o l o g i s t  f r i e n d s  who  w e r e  t h e r e  as o b s e r v e r s  and t h e  10 
or 12 w i v e s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  She  t h e n  t u r n e d  t he  m e e t i n g  o v e r  t o  G a i l  
( 3 2 - W - 4 )  as C h a i r l a d y .  Af t e r  s o m e  r e m a r k s  G a i l  i n t r o d u c e d  m e ,  V i r ­
g i n i a  (I n e v e r  g o t  around to  g i v i n g  m y s e l f  a c o d e  n u m b e r ) ,  and I g a v e  
t he  t a l k  r e p r i n t e d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .  A f t e r  t h e  t a l k  t h e r e  was  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  m a n y  t h i n g s  w e r e  t a l k e d  a b o u t .  L u c i e n n e  
p r o p o s e d  a g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i v e s  a f t e r  t he  m a i n  m e e t i n g  b r o k e  up to t a l k  
o v e r  s o m e  of  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  was  h e l d  and a p p e a r e d  to  be  i n s t ­
r u c t i v e  to a l l .

A f t e r  t he  f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  gr oup c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
and t h e n  the  g i r l s  d r i f t e d  o f f  to  g e t  r e a d y  for d i n n e r .  As u s u a l  M a r i e  
put  on a n i c e  d i n n e r  for us a l l  w h i c h  we  e n j o y e d  a m o n g  m u c h  g a i e t y  
and t a l k .  T h e r e  was  q u i t e  a g a n g  t o  f e e d  t o o ,  s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  60 TVs  
a b o u t  12 w i v e s  and h a l f  a d o z e n  or so i n t e r e s t e d  " n o n - m e m b e r s " .  In 
r e g a r d  to t he  l a t t e r  i t  i s  wor t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  A n n e t t e  ( 1 2 - F - l  FPE) and 
w i f e  G a i l  had d r i v e n  a l l  t he  wa y  f r o m I d a h o  and had  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m  
a c o u p l e  who  w e r e  v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  but  n o t  T V .  T h e s e  t w o  f i n e  f o l k  
had a r e a l  b a l l  w i t h  us a l l  and t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g  w h e n  I a s k e d  t he  h u s ­
band wh a t  he  t h o u g h t  o f  "us" he  s a i d  t h a t  as far as he  was  c o n c e r n e d  
t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  to " t h i n k " ,  t h a t  a l l  h e  saw was  a b u n c h  of  p e o p l e  
d o i n g  wh a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  do and h a v i n g  a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e - - j u s t  a b u n c h  
of  " ha ppy  p e o p l e "  as he  put  i t .

Af t e r  d i n n e r  we  a l l  d r i f t e d  b a c k  to  our r o o m s  t o  dres s  in our p r e t t ­
i e s t  g o wn s  for t h e  e v e n i n g ’s e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and w h e n  r e a d y  we  g a t h e r e d  
i n  t he  Wi g w a m  a g a i n .  Th e  p l a c e  was  a g l o w  w i t h  r h i n e s t o n e s  and a l i v e  
w i t h  t he  r u s t l e  o f  t a f f e t a  and s wi s h  of  s a t i n  as a l l  t he  g i r l s  b o t h  FPs 
and GGs ( S u s a n n a ’s ne w and c u t e  t e r m )  s h o w e d  o f f  t h e i r  f i n e r y .  And
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i t  was  c o o l  e n o u g h  for furs t o o .  We w e r e  t h e n  t r e a t e d  to  t he  e v e n i n g s  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s o m e  of  w h i c h  i s  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p a g e s .  
First  we had a F a s h i o n  show w i t h  A n i t a ,  G l o r i a ,  B o b b i e ,  Fran,  Le e  and  
o t he r s  wh o m I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  as t h e y  s h o w e d  w h a t  t h e  w e l l  d r e s s e d  
FP w i l l  we a r  ( i f  she  is g i v e n  a c h a n c e ) .  T h e  e v e n i n g  was  m a s t e r f u l l y  
h a n d l e d  by D e n i s e  o f  C h i c a g o  wh o ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  had  to  a p p e a r  m a s ­
q u e r a d i n g  as her  b r o t h e r  s i n c e  i t  had no t  b e e n  f e a s i b l e  to  b r i n g  a l o n g  
an o u t f i t .  He i n t r o d u c e d  a l l  t he  p e o p l e  and a c t s  and k e p t  up a r u n n ­
i n g  f i r e  o f  c o m m e n t s  w h i c h  a d d e d  m u c h  to  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of  t he  e v e n i n g .  
D i a n a  f rom C h i c a g o  g a v e  an u n a c c o m p a n i e d  m o n o l o g ,  B o b b i e  and Fran  
s a ng  to r e c o r d s .  T h e n  t he  Ne w Yor ke r s  t o o k  o v e r ,  S u s a n n a  g a v e  us her  
u s u a l  f a s c i n a t i n g  S p a n i s h  d a n c e s ,  G a i l  r e p e a t e d  h e r  f a m o u s  "To  K e e p  
My Love  A l i v e ” n u m b e r  and Ka r e n ,  G a i l  and J e s s i c a  c o m b i n e d  as a 
t r i o  to s i n g  to r e c o r d s .  C i n d y  g a v e  a h a r m o n i c a  s o l o  or t wo ,  and I r e n e  
and F i o n a  f rom T o r o n t o  b r o u g h t  do wn t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  a r e n d i t i o n  ( m e a n ­
i n g  to  t e a r  t h i n g s  up) of  t he  S wa n  Lake  B a l l e t  ( o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  as t he  
Duc k  Pond J u m p ) ,  i t  was  r e a l l y  a v e r y  c u t e  t a k e  o f f  on b a l l e t  and  
e v e r y b o d y  e n j o y e d  i t  i m m e n s e l y .  T h e  P i e c e  de R e s i s t a n c e  of  t he  e v ­
e n i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  and t h e  a c t  w h i c h  wo u n d  up t he  p e r f o r m a n c e  was  t h e  
t r i o  a g a i n ,  G a i l ,  Ka r e n  and J e s s i c a  s i n g i n g  t o  a r e c o r d  of  " T h e r e ’s 
N o t h i n g  Li ke  a D a m e . ” T h e  a m u s i n g  t h i n g  was  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  was  
a m a l e  t r i o  and i t  was  r e a l l y  s o m e t h i n g  to  s e e  t h e s e  t h r e e  b e a u t i f u l  
g i r l s  s i n g i n g  l i k e  c r a z y  and t h e s e  d e e p  m a l e  v o i c e s  c o m i n g  o u t .  The  
p a y o f f  was the  l a s t  l i n e  w h i c h  g o e s  down to a r e a l  bass  v o i c e  and p r e t ­
ty l i t t l e .  Karen  b e l t e d  i t  wa y  d o w n ,  i t  was  a r e a l  p a n i c .

Af t e r  t he  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p r o p e r  we j u s t  s a t  a r o u n d ,  d a n c e d  a r o u n d ,  
t a l k e d  a r ound,  had r e f r e s h m e n t s  and g e n e r a l l y  v i s i t e d  l i k e  ma d  t i l l  
p e o p l e  f i n a l l y  b e g a n  to  drop out  f r o m 2 A . M .  o n .  I t h i n k  I p a s s e d  
out  a b o u t  3 - - f r o m  f a t i g u e  n o t  d r i n k .  N e x t  m o r n i n g  a b o u t  10 saw t he  
c l a n  b e g i n n i n g  to g a t h e r  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  a g a i n  i n  a l l  sor t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  
f rom n e g l i g e e s  and n i g h t i e s  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  h o u s c o a t s ,  d r e s s e s  e t c .  
and s o m e  a l r e a d y  b a c k  i n  m a l e  a t t i r e  r e a d y  for t he  l o n g  v o y a g e  h o m e .  
Abo ut  1 P . M .  we had a m e e t i n g  of  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  FPE p r e s e n t  p l us  
t h o s e  who  had v o i c e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  i t  and e x p e c t e d  to j o i n .  We d i s ­
c u s s e d  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c h a p t e r s  and w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  and s h o u l d  do  
and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  T h e n  as we b r o k e  up t he  g r o u p  b e g a n  to  
dress  for g o i n g  h o m e  at  t h e  end  of  one  of  t he  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  w e e k ­
ends  in h i s t o r y ,  one  w h i c h  n o n e  of  us who  w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i l l  e v e r  f o r ­
g e t .  How l u c k y  our gr oup  i s  t h a t  M a r i e  and S u s a n n a  h a v e  t h i s  w o n d e r ­
ful  p l a c e  w h e r e  s uch  a m e e t i n g  c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e - - a l l  o f  us e x t e n d  our 
t hanks  to t h e m ,  no t  o n l y  for t he  p l a c e  but  for t he  c a r e  t h e y  bo t h  t o o k  
of  us i n  the  l i n e  o f  b e d s ,  f o o d  and a l l  t he  r e s t .  I am sure  t h a t  n e v e r  
b e f o r e  in h i s t o r y  h a v e  s i x t y  s o m e  t rue  TVs ,  a d o z e n  or so w i v e s  and a 
c o u p l e  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e n  m e t  t o g e t h e r  for s u c h  an o c c a s i o n .  W h i l e
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we d i d n ' t  a c c o m p l i s h  any  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  we di d a l l  g e t  to know  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  and p e o p l e  wh o  had  o n l y  b e e n  n a m e s  and a d d r e s s e s  b e f o r e  
s u d d e n l y  b e c a m e  r e a l  f l e s h  and b l o o d .  T h i s  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  
a band of  p e o p l e  w h o s e  t i e  to e a c h  o t he r  is s uch  a p e r s o n a l  t y p e  of  
t h i n g .  I am v e r y  g l a d  t h a t  I c o u l d  be  p r e s e n t  and I t h a n k  t he  FPE 
m e m b e r s  for t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t he  t r i p .  I f e e l  t h a t  v a l u a b l e  t h i n g s  
w e r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  c l e a r e d  up,  and c l o s e  bonds  
e s t a b l i s h e d .

B e c a u s e  I f e e l  t h a t  t h o s e  of  y o u  who  c o u l d  no t  a t t e n d  t h i s  g a t h e r ­
i n g  w o u l d  r a t h e r  l i k e  t o  g e t  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  o c c a s i o n  I am t a k i n g  t he  
l i b e r t y  of  r e p r i n t i n g  h e r e  t he  k e y n o t e  s p e e c h  w h i c h  I d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e .  
Pe r h a p s  e v e n  t h o s e  wh o  w e r e  p r e s e n t  m a y  f i nd  s o m e  mo r e  m e a t  in i t  
w h e n  t h e y  c a n  r e a d  i t  m o r e  l e i s u r e l y  t ha n  t h e y  c o u l d  l i s t e n  t h a t  m e m ­
o r a b l e  a f t e r n o o n .

"TAKI NG STOCK"

T h i s  g a t h e r i n g  i s  p r o b a b l y  u n i q u e  in h i s t o r y .  Ot her  groups  s uch  
as A . A . ,  S y n a n o n  e t c .  h a v e  m e t  t o  d i s c u s s  and p l a n ,  and TVs h a v e  
m e t  t o  e n j o y ,  but  n e v e r  i n  a group t h i s  s i z e  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  as 
a g r o u p .  I am e s p e c i a l l y  g l a d  t o  s e e  so m a n y  GGs a m o n g  us,  w i v e s ,  
f r i e n d s ,  and i n t e r e s t e d  s p e c t a t o r s .  And e v e n  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  is the  
p r e s e n c e  of  t w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  We h o p e  t ha t  t h e y  w i l l  
l e a r n  m u c h  a b o u t  p e o p l e  l i k e  us and be  a b l e  to do t h e i r  b i t  in e n l i g h ­
t e n i n g  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s .

No w l e t  us s u r v e y  t he  s i t u a t i o n .  I put  my  own s t ory  i n  T V i a  #17  
so t h a t  y o u  w h o m I h a v e  no t  m e t  w o u l d  h a v e  mo r e  k n o w l e d g e  of  me  
and how and why T V i a  g o t  s t a r t e d .  But T V i a  # 1 8  w i l l  mar k  the  end  
of  our t h i rd  y e a r .  What  has  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ?

Apart  f r o m i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e  t h r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e  and  
g r e a t e r  c i r c u l a t i o n  t wo  m a i n  t h i n g s  c a n  be  c r e d i t e d  to t he  m a g a z i n e :  
(1)  Ma n y  c l o s e t s  h a v e  b e e n  u n l o c k e d  and t h e i r  o c c u p a n t s  f r e e d .  (2)  
Many TVs  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  are  (a)  no t  a l o n e  in t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  (b)  
t h a t  t o  l o v e  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  d o e s  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m a k e  t h e m  h o m o s e x u a l ,  
( c )  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  no t  f e e l  g u i l t y  and a s h a m e d  (d)  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  and 
s h o u l d  a c c e p t  t h e m s e l v e s  as t h e y  are  ( e )  to  l i v e  w i t h  i t  and s top f i g h t ­
i n g  i t  ( f )  to a c q u a i n t  w i v e s ,  p a r e n t s  and f r i e n d s  w i t h  t he  n a t u r e  of  
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  and (g)  to  m e e t  o t h e r s  and to e x p r e s s  f r e e l y  on a s o c i a l  
l e v e l - - h e r e  at  t h e  Resort  and i n  g r o ups  e l s e w h e r e  as i n  A l p h a  and Beta  
c h a p t e r s  of  FPE and o t h e r  g r o u p s .  T h i s  i s  a l l  v e r y  f i n e  but  w h e r e  do  
we go  f r om h e r e ?
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We now h a v e  t wo  p r o b l e m s  b e f o r e  us,  f i r s t ,  how t o  f i n d  t h o s e  as 
y e t  u n d i s c o v e r e d  TVs ,  and s e c o n d ,  h o w t o  e x p l a i n  and e n l i g h t e n  o t h e r  
n o n - T V s  a b o u t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  and i t s  b a s i c  p h i l o s o p h y .  Work t o w a r d  
bot h  of  t h e s e  g o a l s  has  b e e n  s t a r t e d  by C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s - -  (a)  
Th r o u g h  t he  m a g a z i n e  i t s e l f  by a d v e r t i s i n g ,  and l e t t e r s  to  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p e o p l e ,  and (b)  t h r o u g h  t he  e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  i d e a s  of  s u b ­
s c r i b e r s  on t h e  one  h a nd  and m y s e l f  as E d i t o r  on t he  o t h e r ,  by l e c t ­
ures  and l e a f l e t s  p a s s e d  out ,  by S u s a n n a  t h r o u g h  her  a c t i v i t i e s  h e r e  
i n  N.  Y.  e t c  .

Now we h a v e  a F o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  par t  o f  our a r t i c l e s  of  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  w e r e  p r i n t e d  i n  T V i a  # 1 7  p a g e  5 6 .  So t he  F o u n d a t i o n  
i s  s e t  up.  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t he  c o s t  of  d o i n g  so,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  
o t he r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  d a t e  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  for by t he  d u e s  o f  F . P . E .  m e m ­
bers ,  l e s s  t ha n  $ 1 0 0  h a v i n g  c o m e  f r om d o n a t i o n s .  ( T h i s  was  true  at  
the  t i m e ,  but  upwar ds  of  $ 4 0 0  has  c o m e  i n  s i n c e . )  And at  t h i s  p o i n t  
m a y  I i n t e r j e c t  t h a t  o n e - h a l f  o f  my  e x p e n s e s  on t h i s  t r i p  w e r e  p a i d  
out  of  t h e s e  f u n d s .  T h i s  was  n o t  d o n e  a r b i t r a r i l y ,  b u t  by p e r m i s s i o n .
A l e t t e r  was  s e n t  t o  a l l  FPE m e m b e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e i r  j u d g e m e n t  on 
t he  m a t t e r .  A b o u t  75% of  t h e s e  r e s p o n d e d  and 100% wh o  di d s a i d  y e s .  
More  t han  t h a t ,  g i f t s  t o t a l i n g  a b o u t  $ 5 0  w e r e  s e n t  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  for  
t r i p  e x p e n s e .  T h i s  was  a v e r y  h e a r t  w a r m i n g  g e s t u r e  of  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
t o  me  and I t a k e  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  t o  p u b l i c l y  t h a n k  t h o s e  wh o  m a d e  t h e s e  
g i f t s .

But now t h a t  we  h a v e  a F o u n d a t i o n ,  w h a t  do we  do w i t h  i t ?  B e ­
f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a word a b o u t  t he  p h i l o s o p h y  
of  the  TV m o v e m e n t  is i n  o r d e r .  T h i s  has  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  w i t h  me  
o v e r  m a n y  y e a r s .  You h a v e  w a t c h e d  i t  e v o l v e  t h r o u g h  m y  V i r g i n  
V i e w s  e d i t o r i a l s .  But t h e  n e x t  s t e p  is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o n e .  No t  n e c ­
e s s a r i l y  for t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  a r r i v e d  at  t h e  s a m e  p o i n t  i n ­
d e p e n d e n t l y ,  but  for t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  TVs ,  t he  p u b l i c  a nd ,  w i t h  a p o l ­
o g i e s  to our p r o f e s s i o n a l  f r i e n d s  wh o  m a y  t a k e  s o m e  e x c e p t i o n ,  to  t he  
m e d i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f r a t e r n i t y .

We n e e d  a n e w p a i r  o f  g l a s s e s  to  s e e  t h i n g s  f r o m a ne w p o i n t  of  
v i e w .  S i n c e  (1)  T V i s m  has  l o n g  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  
by l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e a L i k e ,  and s i n c e  (2)  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  is 
at  l e a s t  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  a p s y c h o s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n  no t  f r o m a s o c i a l  
norm but  f r om a b i o l o g i c a l  o n e ,  i t  has  b e e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  and l a r g e l y  
s t i l l  i s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  as a t y p e  o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  t h a t  n e e d s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t ,  l i k e  a l e  oh o l i s m , d rug a d d i c t i o n ,  e t c .
When n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  o v e r t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i t  was  c l a i m e d  by S t e k e l  
and o t h e r s  t o  be  " l a t e n t "  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  at  wo r s t  and a " p a r a p h i l i a "  
s i m i l i a r  t o  f e t i s h i s m ,  m a s o c h i s m  and n a r c i s s i s m  at  b e s t .  W h i l e  i t  i s
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t rue  t h a t  f e t i s h i s m ,  m a s o c h i s m  and n a r c i s s i s m  are p r e s e n t  in t r a n s v e s ­
t i s m ,  i t  i s  a l s o  t rue  t h a t  t h e y  are  p r e s e n t  i n  s o m e  d e g r e e  in a'11 " n o r ­
ma l "  p e o p l e  t o o .  But b e c a u s e  p s y c h i a t r y  was  a g r o w i n g  s c i e n c e ,  a l l  
p a t t e r n s  o f  b e h a v i o r  s l i g h t l y  out  of  t he  o r d i n a r y  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o ­
per  t h i n g s  to s t u d y  as " d e v i a t i o n s "  and t h a t  i s  w h e r e  we  are t o d a y .  
P e r s o n a l l y ,  I do n o t  r e g a r d  m y s e l f  or any  o t h e r  h e t e r o s e x u a l  F e m m e -  
P e r s o n a t o r  as e m o t i o n a l l y  or p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i l l .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h o s e  
p e r s o n s  who  m a y  h a v e  o t h e r  n e u r o t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  on top o f  T V i s m  ma y  
be  i l l  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  TV but  no t  b e c a u s e  of  i t .

What  t h e n  i s  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  a l l  o f  us so e n j o y ?  In my  o p i n ­
i o n  i t  i s  a r e d i s c o v e r y  of  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  has  b e c o m e  "l os t "  i n  the  
m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  h u m a n  c u l t u r a l  r e g i m e n t a t i o n .  B r i e f l y  i t  i s  t hi s :  In
t he  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  n o n - h u m a n  s p e c i e s  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  of  t he  s e x e s  
i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  no t  r e l a t e d  t o  p r o c r e a t i o n  are  p r e t t y  m u c h  a l i k e .
" Ma l e "  and " f e m a l e "  d e s c r i b e  a n a t o m i c a l  and r e p r o d u c t i v e  d i f f e r e n ­
c e s .  T h e  words  " m a s c u l i n e "  and " f e m i n i n e "  h a v e  no m e a n i n g  i n  mo s t  
c a s e s .  G e n d e r ,  w h o s e  k e y  words  are  m a s c u l i n e  and f e m i n i n e ,  i s  a l ­
m o s t  e n t i r e l y  a h u m a n  c o n c e p t  and m a n i f e s t a t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  in  
h u m a n  c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  we  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  t a k e  t he  t o t a l  o f  a l l  
p o s s i b l e  t r a i t s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  are  
NOT r e l a t e d  to  a n a t o m i c a l  sex  and r e p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  and a r b i t ­
r a r i l y  d i v i d e d  t h e m  and a s s i g n e d  t h e s e  to  m a l e s  and t h e n  c a l l e d  t h e m  
m a s c u l i n e  and t h o s e  to f e m a l e s  and c a l l e d  t h e m  f e m i n i n e .  T h a t  thi s  
i s  a c u l t u r a l  f a l l a c y ,  i s  a r b i t r a r y  and g e n e r a l l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e s ­
t r u c t i v e ,  s i n c e  i t  g o e s  a g a i n s t  t he  i n h e r e n t  n a t u r e s  of  p e o p l e ,  is  a t t ­
e s t e d  to  by t he  f a c t s  t h a t  i n  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  and o t h e r  t i m e s  i n  h i s t o r y  
a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  a s s i g n e d  i n  our c u l t u r e  as m a s c u l i n e  or f e m i n i n e  
has  at  one  t i m e  or a n o t h e r  b e e n  t h e  o p p o s i t e .

M a r g a r e t  M e a d ,  t he  f a m o u s  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  has  s ho wn t h a t  a n u m ­
ber o f  t h e  t r a i t s  so w i d e l y  t a k e n  t o  be  i n h e r e n t  in t he  m a l e  and c a l l ­
ed m a s c u l i n e  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  no t  m a l e - r e l a t e d  but  are due  to our p a t ­
r i a r c h a l  s o c i e t y .  Thus  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ,  d e c i s i v e n e s s ,  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  
( i n  n o n - s e x u a l  m a t t e r s )  are  q u a l i t i e s  of  t he  d o m i n a n c e  of  a sex  in  
t he  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  no t  i n  t he  sex  i t s e l f .  In a m a t r i a r c h a l  c u l ­
t u r e ,  t he  f e m a l e  w o u l d  h a v e  to  d e c i d e ,  d o m i n a t e ,  c o m p e t e  and be  
a g g r e s s i v e  i n  t he  p r o c e s s  of  " r u n n i n g "  t he  s o c i e t y ,  i t s  c u l t u r e  and i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  j u s t  as t he  m a l e  g e n e r a l l y  d o e s  t o d a y .  Furt her  i n d i c a t i o n  
of  t he  f a l s i t y  of  t h i s  a r b i t r a r y  d i v i s i o n  i s  e v i d e n t  in a l l  t he  t e s t s  and 
d e v i c e s  w h i c h  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  c o m e  up w i t h  to  m e a s u r e  m a s c u l i n i t y  and 
f e m i n i n i t y  " i n d e x e s "  i n  e a c h  s e x .  T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e  l i p  s e r v i c e  to 
t he  p r e s e n c e  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  i n  t he  f e m a l e  and f e m i n i n i t y  i n  the m a l e  
but  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  p r a c t i c a l  and a c t u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h i s  ( a t  l e a s t  
on t h e  pa r t  of  t he  m a l e )  t h e y  r a i s e  t h e i r  e y e b r o w s ,  g e t  out  t h e i r  o l d -
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t y p e  g l a s s e s  and s t a r t  t o  work ’’h e l p i n g * ’ t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  ’’g e t  b a c k  
to  n o r m a l " - - t o  ’’ a d j u s t  h i m s e l f  t o  s o c i e t y ” and ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  to s t o p  
b e i n g  wh a t  he  i s .  T h i s  i s  why  I say  we  n e e d  n e w g l a s s e s  for a n e w  
l o o k .

Our F o u n d a t i o n  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  g l a s s e s  i f  i t  g e t s  s o m e  m o n e y  
to  do i t  w i t h ,  s o m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and s u p p o r t ,  and s o m e  e f f ­
e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p r o g r a m  and w i l l i n g  h e l p  f r o m FPs t h e m s e l v e s .  
It  c a n  s uppo r t  r e s e a r c h  a c a d e m i c a l l y  and i n t e r n a l l y  w h i c h  c a n  l e a r n  
mo r e  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h i s  f o r m of  e x p r e s s i o n  and ,  i t  c a n  p u b l i c i z e  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  t h e  l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u b l i c - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  
l e g a l ,  p o l i c e  and j u d i c i a l  p e r s o n s .

F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  as we  kn o w i t  and s how i t  i s  n o t  a p e r v e r s i o n ,  
sex d e v i a t i o n ,  a n o m a l y ,  o b s e s s i o n ,  or s i m i l a r  t e r m s  d e n o t i n g  t h a t  
’’ s o m e t h i n g  is w r o n g " .  ( T h i s  i s  not  to  d e n y  t h a t  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  as an 
a c t i v i t y  m a y  n o t  o c c u r  i n  p e r s o n s  wh o  for o t h e r  r e a s o n s  m a y  h a v e  to  
be c l a s s i f i e d  by any  of  t h e s e  t e r m s  or o t h e r s  but  I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
p e r s o n s  in w h i c h  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  i s  t h e  o n l y  or p r i n c i p a l  " u n u s u a l "  b e ­
h a v i o r  p a t t e r n . )  It s h o u l d  be m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  " s t a t i s t i c a l l y  u n c o m m ­
on" i s  not  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  " p s y c h  o p a t h o l o g i c a l "  and " c u l t u r a l l y  un-  
p e r m i s s i b l e "  i s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  " m o r a l l y  r e p r e h e n s i b l e " .  A l l  a t rue  
TV or FP is d o i n g  is  to  s e e k  t o  e x p r e s s  s o m e  of  t h e  v a l u e s  and t r a i t s  
w h i c h ,  whe n  t h e y  we r e  drawn f r om t he  c o m m o n  h u m a n  s u p p l y  d e p o t ,  
so to  s p e a k ,  we r e  a r b i t r a r i l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  f e m a l e .  T h e  wo r l d  w i l l  
be  a mu c h  b e t t e r  p l a c e  w h e n  a r e a r r a n g e m e n t  of  v a l u e s  t a k e s  p l a c e .
It  i s  a l r e a d y  b e t t e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t he  e m a n c i p a t i o n  of  w o m e n  who  are  
now a b l e  to c o n t r i b u t e  t a l e n t s  and a b i l i t i e s  to  t h e  s o c i a l  order  w h i c h  
t h e y  we r e  p r e v i o u s l y  f o r c e d  t o  s u p p r e s s .  Wh e n  m e n  are  f r e e  to  do  
t he  s a m e  w i t h o u t  h i n d e r a n c e  or p e r s e c u t i o n  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  i n d e e d  h a v e  
m a d e  a l o n g  s t e p  f o r wa r d  and m o r e  w i l l  be  g a i n e d  for a l l .

T h e  wor l d  m a y  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  us,  but  b e f o r e  we  c a n  e x p e c t  i t  to ,  
we mu s t  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r s e l v e s .  We m u s t  n o t  o n l y  l e a r n  a b o u t  c a u s e s  
but  mu s t  d e v e l o p  an a w a r e n e s s  of  u n d e r l y i n g  m o t i v a t i o n s  w i t h i n  us 
w h i c h  h e l p  b r i n g  a b o u t  F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  and f i n d  a r a t i o n a l  p l a c e  
for t h e m  in t he  g e n e r a l  s c h e m e  of  t h i n g s .  T h e  F O U N D A T I O N  FOR 
PERSONALITY EXPRESSION i s  t he  m e c h a n i s m  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  m u c h  of  
t h i s  c a n  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  but  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  
and g e n e r a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  i f  i t  i s  t o  do a n y t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e .  
R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t he  j o b  we u n d e r t a k e  is  n o t  for  o u r s e l v e s  o n l y ,  i t  i s  
for t h o s e  wh o  r e m a i n  u n d i s c o v e r e d ,  l o n e l y  and f e a r f u l  and m o r e  t h a n  
t h a t  i t  i s  for t h o s e  as y e t  u n b o r n .  T h e  t a s k  i s  l a r g e .  Ask y o u r s e l f  i f  
your  l i f e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e a s i e r  i f  T R A N S V E S T I A  and t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  
had e x i s t e d  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  18 and f o u n d  o ut  a b o u t  i t ?

7 3 .



T h i s  t h e n  i s ,  as I s e e  i t ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  u n d e r l y i n g  our " c a u s e ” , 
t h e  p r o b l e m  we  h a v e  t o  t a c k l e  and t he  i n s t r u m e n t  to  t a c k l e  i t  w i t h .  
Ma y  t h i s  be  o n l y  t he  f i r s t  o f  m a n y  s uc h  m e e t i n g s ,  I t h a n k  y o u .

N o t e :  T h i s  a p p e a l  for f unds  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a
v e r y  g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 2 5 0  by G l o r i a  ( 3 8 - A - l )  m a d e  at  t he  m e e t ­
i n g  and a n u m b e r  o f  s m a l l e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  m a i l e d  i n  l a t e r .

BREAKING THE CODE" and FPE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Ma ny  t i m e s  i t  ha s  b e e n  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  c o d e  m e a n t  and v a r i o u s  
r e a d e r s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had " f i g u r e d  i t  o u t " .  It  i s  n o t  d i f f ­
i c u l t  nor i s  i t  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  v e r y  s e c r e t .  I d e v i s e d  i t  i n  t he  b e g i n ­
n i n g  as a m e a n s  of  a v o i d i n g  t he  use  of  n a m e s  but  of  b e i n g  a b l e  to  
q u i c k l y  f i nd  n a m e s  i n  t he  f i l e  f r o m t he  c o d e  n u m b e r .  Thus  t h i s  s i m ­
p l e  s y s t e m .  T h e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  i s  t he  n u m b e r  of  t he  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t he  
s u b s c r i b e r  l i v e s  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  order  ( s e e  b e l o w )  t h e  i n i t i a l  i s  t h a t  
of  t h e  l a s t  n a m e  so t h a t  I c o u l d  t e l l  w h e r e  t o  l o o k  i n  t he  c a r d  f i l e ,  
and t he  l a s t  n u m b e r  is t he  n u m b e r  of  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  l a s t  n a m e  b e g i n s  
w i t h  t h a t  s a m e  i n i t i a l  in t h e  order  of  t h e i r  a d d i t i o n  to  our f i l e s .
Thus  3 2 - J - 8  m i g h t  m e a n  t h e  8th "J" ( f or  J a c k s o n  for e x a m p l e )  who  
l i v e d  i n  Ne w  York s t a t e .  FPE of  c o u r s e  i n d i c a t e s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  PHI  
PI EPSI LON.  B e l o w  are  g i v e n  t h e  s t a t e s  and t h e i r  "order  n u m b e r s " .  
F o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  are  p r e c e e d e d  by "F" for f o r e i g n ,  and an "E" for  
E n g l a n d  for e x a m p l e .  C a n a d a  b e i n g  so c l o s e  and h a v i n g  a n u m b e r  of  
s u b s c r i b e r s  ha s  h e r  p r o v i n c e s  n u m b e r e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e s  
s e r i e s .

1 . A l a .
2 . A l a s k a
3. A r i z .
4 . Ark.
5 . C a l i f .
6 . C o l o .
7 . C o n n .
8. D e l .
9 . F l a .

10 . G a .
11 . H a w a i i
1 2 . I d a .
1 3 . 111.
1 4 . I n d .

1 5 . I o w a
1 6 . K a n s .
1 7 . Ky .
1 8 . L a .
1 9 . M a i n e
2 0 . Md.
2 1 . M a s s .
2 2 . M i c h  .
2 3 . M i n n .
2 4 . M i s s .
2 5 . Mo .
2 6 . M o n t .
2 7 . N e b .
2 8 . Ne  v .

2 9 . N. H.
3 0 . N. J.
3 1 . N. Mex
3 2 . N. Y.
3 3 . N. C .
3 4 . N. Dak
3 5 . O h i o
3 6 . O k l a .
3 7 . O r e .
3 8 . P e n n .
3 9 . R. I .
4 0 . S. C.
41 . S. D.
4 2 . T e n n .

4 3 .
4 4 .
4 5 .
4 6 .
4 7 .
4 8 .
4 9 .
5 0 .
5 1 .
5 2 .
5 3 .
5 4 .
5 5 .
5 6 .

T e x .
U t .
V t .
V a .
W a s h .
W. Va .
Wi s .
Wy o.
Was h.  D.  C.  
P.  R.
A l b a .  C a n .
B. C.  C a n .  
On t .  C a n .  
Que.  Can.

7.
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F o l l o w i n g  are  c o d e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h o s e  who  h a v e  j o i n e d  FPE as of  t h i s  
d a t e .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  but  h a v e  n o t  p a i d  d u e s  as y e t .  
N o t e :  1 9 6 3  d u e s  o f  $6  are now p a y a b l e  by p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s .

1 - G - l  B e t t y  Ann  
5 - A - 2  Ruby x* 
5 - B - 3  D i a n e  
5 - B - 5  Barbara  J e a n  
5 - B - 6  A p r i l  
5 - B - 7  D e n i s e  
5 -  B-10 D o n n a  x* 
5 - D - l  B e t t y  
5 -  D-  6 J oan  
5 -  F-  3 G e o r g i a  x* 
5 - F - 4  Ri ta  
5 -  G-  1 J e a n e t t e  
5 -  G- 3 Ma r g o  
5 - H - 2  A l i c e  x*
5 -  H-  4 Ann  
5 - H - 5  Ka t h y  
5 - H - l l  D e b b i e  x* * 
5 - J - l  Kar l a  
5 - L - 6  M i l l y  
5 - L - 7  Lo u i s e  
5 - N - l  Mary  
5 - N - 2  M a r c e l l e  
5 - N - 4  Wi l ma  
5 -  N-  5 M a d e l e i n e  
5 - P - 2  S h e i l a  Ann  
5 - R - 4  B i l l i e  
5 - S - 8  V e r o n i c a  
5 -  W- 3 N a n c y

5 -  W- 5 Fran  
7 - C - l  Judy  
7 - 0  2 C a r o l  
7 -  S-  1 G a i l  
9-  C-  1 J e a n  
9 - C - 2  Ruth 
9 - E - l  H e l e n
9 -  K - l  Mary Kay
1 0 -  P - l  El sa  
1 0 - S - l  J o a n
1 2 -  F - l  A n n e t t e
1 3 -  B - 2 - -

1 3 - H - l  Ma r g e  
1 3 - M - l  E d w i n a  
1 3 - M - 5  Ann  
1 3 - S - 3  Barbara  
1 3 - W - 4  I r e n e
1 3 -  V - l  J e a n
1 4 -  K-  2 M a r i e
1 5 -  N - l  M a r i l y n
1 6 -  B - l  J a n e
1 6 - K - 1 H e i d i  
2 0 -  H-  1 B e t t y
2 0 - L - 1 F l o

2 1 -  D-  1 Loi s
2 1 -  G - l  M a x i n e
2 2 -  R - l  L u c i l l e  
2 2 -  S - 2 K a r e n
2 3 -  M-  1 M y r t l e  
2 5 -  D-  2 D o r e n a  
2 5 - J - l  C a r l e n e  
3 0 - B - 2 S h e i l a  
3 0 - L - 1 J o a n  
3 0 - L - 2  L u c i e n n e  
3 0 - P - l  J o a n  
3 2 - B - 4  L u c i e  
3 2 -  B- 7 S a l l y  
3 2 - G - 6  Do r i s

F e l i c i t y  
3 2 -  M-  5 J oan  
3 2 - N - 2  C o n n i e  
3 2 - P - 1 Barbara  
3 2 - S-  1 W i l m a  
3 2 - S - 1 3  B e v e r l y  
3 2 - Q - 1 C a r o l  
3 2 -  W- 1 B e t t y  
3 2 - W- 3 E l a i n e  
3 2 -  W- 8 K a t h y
3 2 -  W- 9 E l l a
3 3 -  B- 2  B e a t r i c e
3 4 -  Z - l  D o n n a
3 5 -  B - 2 Ri ta

3 5 - G - 1 Fran  
3 7 - B - 1 J e a n n e
3 7 -  P-  1 O l i v i a
3 8 -  H - 1 Brenda
3 8 -  0 - 1  J e a n
3 9 -  B - 3  K a t h l e e n  
4 3 - H - 1 J une  
4 3 - P - 1 Li nda
4 3 -  Z - l  L o r e t t a
4 4 -  C-  1 H i l t a
4 5 -  G - l  Loi s
4 6 -  H - 1 E i l e e n
4 7 -  B - l  T h e r a
4 8 -  1 - 1  M a r i l y n
4 9 -  C - 1 Fran  
4 9 - F - l  Ly nne  
4 9 - K - 3  G e r a l d i n e

A n n 4 9 - R - 1  A n g e l a  
5 1 -  M-  1 D i a n a  x*
5 1 -  W- 2  Mar s ha
5 2 -  L - l  Iri s
5 4 -  L - 1 J oan
5 5 -  J - l  D o m i n i q u e
5 5 -  S - l  I r e n e
5 6 -  K - l  J uno

1 3-  C - 3 J a c k i e  
1 3 - D - 2  B o b b i e  
1 3 - D - 4  Barbara L e e 3 2 - M - 4  
1 3 -  F- 5 D e n i s e

x* Has m o v e d  f r o m s t a t e  of  r e g i s t r a t i o n

Many  of  t he  a b o v e  h a v e  b e e n  e n a b l e d  t o  m e e t  o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  own a r e a s .  
Ot he r s  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  but  t h e r e  are  n o t  e n o u g h  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e s .  
G e t t i n g  T V i a  on n e w s s t a n d s  i n  a c i t y  i s  a g o o d  wa y  t o  i n c r e a s e  r e a d e r -  
s h i p  i n  t he  ar e a  and thus  p o t e n t i a l  m e m b e r s .  But w h e t h e r  y o u  h a v e  a 
g r o u p  g o i n g  or no t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u r  d u e s  ar e  h e l p i n g  t o  c a r r y  out  
t h e  work of  the  F o u n d a t i o n  for  t h e  g o o d  of  a l l ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  c o u l d  no t  
be  d o n e .
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"VIRGIN VIEWS* —  by VIRGINIA

I s h a l l - n o t  h a v e  m u c h  of  a c o l u m n  t h i s  i s s u e  b e c a u s e  so m u c h  
s p a c e  has  b e e n  d e v o t e d  to t he  O c t o b e r  G a t h e r i n g  and b e c a u s e  the  r e ­
p r i n t i n g  o f  my  s p e e c h  t h e r e  s e r v e s  t he  p u r p o s e  of  an e d i t o r i a l .

I w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i k e  to  add a f e w  words  to w h a t  S u s a n n a  has  
had to  say  i n  h e r  c o l u m n .  Fi rs t  o f f ,  I a p p r o v e  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  of  her  
t e r m "GG" i n s t e a d  of  "RG" and w i l l  use  i t  h e r e a f t e r .  But m o s t  i m ­
p o r t a n t  i s  her  c o m m e n t  a b o u t  t he  m a s c u l i n e  t a l k  and b e h a v i o u r  l e f t ­
o v e r s  i n  t he  f e m m e p e r s o n a l i t y . I a g r e e  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  and thus  t he  
t i t l e  of  t h i s  p i e c e . . .  c l o t h e s  do no t  m a k e  t he  g i r l ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  d o e s .

S o m e  of  y o u  h a v e  n o t  l i k e d  t he  word " F e m m e P e r s o n a t o r "  b e c a u s e  
y o u  w e r e  m o r e  a c c u s t o m e d  to ’’t r a n s v e s t i t e " ,  y e t  i t  is  e x a c t l y  i n  wha t  
S u s a n n a  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h a t  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s - - i t  i s  a m a t t e r  of  
p e r s o n a l i t y .  One m a y  l i k e  f e m m e a t t i r e  and we a r  i t  w e l l ,  but  i f  he  
d o e s  n o t  a c t  t he  w o m a n  p o r t r a y e d ,  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  b r i n g  her  to l i f e  to  
t he  b e s t  of  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  he  r e m a i n s  a ma n  i n  w o m a n ’s c l o t h e s ,  w h i c h  
i s  to say  a m a l e  c r o s s  d r e s s e r .  T h e  b i g g e s t  j ar  I had at  t he  g a t h e r i n g  
was  t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  h o w f e w m a d e  any  a t t e m p t  to  c h a n g e  t h e i r  
v o i c e s - - n » o t  to  a s i m p e r i n g  f a l s e t t o ,  but  m e r e l y  to  a s l i g h t ly h i g h e r  
but  m u c h  s o f t e r  wa y  of  s p e a k i n g .  It i s  not  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do and m a k e s  
t he  f e m m e s e l f  so m u c h  m o r e  r e a l .

In t h e  b e g i n n i n g  n o n e  of  us is a r e a l  f e m m e p e r s o n ,  but  as we  l i v e  
l o n g e r  and a c c u m u l a t e  a l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  of  f e m m e x p e r i e n c e  t he  ’’ g i r l  
w i t h i n " ,  as S u s a n n a  c a l l s  h e r  b e g i n s  to  e m e r g e  as a p e r s o n a l i t y  in her  
own r i g h t .  W h i l e  she  has  t o  use  her  b r o t h e r ’s p h y s i c a l  b o d y  to m o v e  
ar o und  i n ,  t h e r e  i s  no  r e a s o n  why  any  m o r e  of  h i s  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  
and c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  s h o u l d  be c a r r i e d  o v e r .  Th e  r e a l  
s t r e n g t h  and b e a u t y  of  F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  the  
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  o p e n  t h e  door  t o  a ne w a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  l i f e ,  to e x p r e s s  
a n o t h e r  pa r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  to  f e e l  a d i s t i n c t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f e m m e s e l f  and t h e  e v e r y d a y  m a n - a t - w o r k  s e l f .  
T h i s  c a n n o t  v e r y  w e l l  be  d o n e  i f  t he  f e m m e s e l f  i s  g o i n g  to t a l k  wi t h  
hi s  v o i c e ,  w a l k  w i t h  hi_s g a i t ,  s m o k e  hi s  c i g a r s ,  and a r g u e  in h i s  wa y s  
a b o u t  t h i n g s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  h i m . T h i s  is a t r a n s v e s t i t e  o n l y . . .  a cross  
d r e s s e d  m a l e ,  n o t  a n e w f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y ..............

VIRGINIA
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EDITORIAL EMANATIONS

I.  T H A N K S : A g a i n  i n  t h i s  s p o t ,  y o u r  E d i t o r  w i s h e s  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o f
t h o s e  who  so t h o u g h t f u l l y  s e n t  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  t o  he r ,  and m o s t  p a r t ­
i c u l a r l y  to  t h o s e  f i v e  s p e c i a l  g i r l s  wh o  r e m e m b e r e d  he r  w i t h  l i t t l e  
g i f t s .  T w o  of  t h e s e  c a m e  i n  t h e  f o r m of  m o n e y  and I w o u l d  l i k e  to  
r e p o r t  t ha t  t h i s  w e n t  t o w a r d  a l a r g e  and b e a u t i f u l  j e w e l r y  c h e s t  to  
k e e p  a l l  my d i a m o n d s ,  e m e r a l d s ,  and r u b i e s  ( ? ? ? ? ? )  i n .  I do w a n t  to  
t ha nk  a l l  of  y o u  for b o t h  c a r d s  and g i f t s .  It  was  j u s t  t o o  m u c h  e x t r a  
work for J o y c e  and I to  try to  s end  out  c a r d s ,  so our S e a s o n ' s  G r e e t ­
i n g s  we r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  # 1 1  of  t he  Mirror  w h i c h  I h o p e  y o u  a l l  g o t .

I I .  AP_OLOGIES A ND E XP L ANATI ON:  Ev e r y  m a i l  b r i n g s  p l a i n t i v e  w a i l s
as to "whe r e  i s  my c o p y  of  M a l e  A c t r e s s "  w h i c h  I o r d e r e d  X m o n t h s  
a g o ?  De ar  f r i e n d s ,  i t  i s  now f i n a l l y  and c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t he  p r i n t e r ’s 
h a n d s ,  but  s a n d w i c h e d  b e t w e e n  t he  Mi rror ,  t h i s  i s s u e  of  T V i a  and t h e  
r e s t  of  hi s  b u s i n e s s  I d o u b t  i t  w i l l  be  r e a d y  for  d i s t r i b u t i o n  for s e v e r a l  
w e e k s  y e t .  T h i s  v e n t u r e  has  b e e n  d o g g e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  t r i a l s  p r i m a r ­
i l y  of  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  and h a v i n g  to f i nd  s o m e o n e  to f i n i s h  i t ,  w h i c h  
J o A n n e  ( 5 - T - 3 )  f i n a l l y  d i d ,  and to  w h o m  I owe  m a n y  t h a n k s ,  and t h e n  
of  a r t wo r k .  My p r e v i o u s  a r t i s t  was  not  a b l e  to  h e l p  t h i s  t i m e  and I 
had to  f i nd s o m e o n e  e l s e  n e a r b y  who  c o u l d ,  w o u l d ,  and was  " h e p " .  
Th i s  t o o  t o o k  t i m e  but  was  f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d .  I wi s h  Barbara  had n o t  
b e e n  so p r e m a t u r e  i n  her  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  i t  l a s t  f a l l .  It had to  be  
p r i n t e d  on t he  new D e s c r i p t i v e  P r i c e  Li s t  s h e e t s  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  to  
press  and,  t h i s ,  t o o ,  i m p l i e d  c o m p l e t i o n ,  but  i t  w o n ' t  be  l o n g  n o w .

H I .  NON- RECEI PT OF MAIL;  T h i s  i s  a r e c u r r i n g  p r o b l e m  to us .  We 
t a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a i n s  t o  c h e c k  and d o u b l e  c h e c k  o rders  a g a i n s t  
p a y m e n t ,  p a y m e n t  a g a i n s t  b o t h  c a r d s  and c a s h  s h e e t ,  and s h i p m e n t s  
a g a i n s t  orders  so t h a t  we m a y  be  sure  t h a t  we are  n o t  at  f a u l t .  Ye t  
t h e r e  i s  a s m a l l  but  c o n t i n u o u s  s t r e a m  of  w a i l s . . "  w h e r e  i s  my  ???  
w h i c h  I o r d e r e d  wa y  b a c k  w h e n " ?  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  l a c k  of  r e c e i p t  is  
due  to  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  i t ,  s o m e t i m e s  t he  
p o s t o f f i c e  re t ur ns  i t  to  us b e c a u s e  t he  p e r s o n  m o v e d  or c l o s e d  a box  
and d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  h i m s e l f .  O f t e n e r  t he  s h i p m e n t  d o e s  
not  c o m e  b a c k  t o  us but  d o e s  n o t  g e t  d e l i v e r e d  e i t h e r .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  
we are a l i t t l e  b a f f l e d  b e c a u s e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  f e e l i n g s  o f  our s u b ­
s c r i b e r s  a b o u t  s e c u r i t y ,  we  c a n n o t  g o  to  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  and r e g i s t e r
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a c o m p l a i n t .  T h i s  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  a p o s t a l  i n t e r v i e w  at  t he  r e c i p i e n t ’s 
end  w h i c h  w o u l d  no t  be  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h i s  b e i n g  t he  c a s e ,  we  j u s t  
h a v e  to put  up w i t h  i t  and be  s o r r y .

I V.  APOLOGY TO OUR C A T H O L IC READERS: It  was  c a l l e d  to  my a t t ­
e n t i o n  t h a t  on p a g e  55 of  T V i a  # 1 7  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t he  r e l i g i o u s  
a f f i l i a t i o n  of  our r e a d e r s ,  I r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  " f e m i n i n e  d i e t y ". I s h o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  us e d  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  as C a t h o l i c s  do no t  r e g a r d  Mary as a 
D i e t y .  I a p o l o g i z e  for t h i s  c a r e l e s s  us e  o f  w o r d s .  I was  r e f e r r i n g  of  
c o u r s e ,  t o  t he  g r e a t  r e v e r e n c e  and d e v o t i o n  a c c o r d e d  the  V i r g i n  by 
C a t h o l i c s  and t he  p l a c e  she  h o l d s  in t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .

V.  PLUG FO'R’ THE FEMMEMI RROR: T h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  who  read
T V i a  s u b s c r i b e  for t h e  Mi rror ,  but  a n u m b e r  do n o t .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  d o .  I do so b e c a u s e  t h e  Mi rror  i s  our " i n n e r  c i r c l e "  
n e w s l e t t e r .  It g o e s  o n l y  to s u b s c r i b e r s  w h i l e  T V i a  i s  s o l d  on N e w s ­
s t a n d s .  S i n c e  t he  Mi rror  i s  " i n  the  f a m i l y " ,  as i t  w e r e ,  we  c a n  w r i t e  
i n  m o r e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  e x c e r p t s  f r o m l e t t e r s ,  c o m m e n t s ,  a n s we r s  to q u e s ­
t i o n s ,  e t c .  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  be  q u i t e  i n  order  i n  a s e m i - p u b l i c  m a g a z i n e  
as T V i a  ha s  now b e c o m e .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  are  t h i n g s  we  s h o u l d  l i k e  
t o  say  to a l l  o f  y o u  t h a t  we  d o n ’t n e c e s s a r i l y  w a n t  to say to  o t h e r s  
wh o  m i g h t  s e e  T V i a  but  n o t  be  one  of  us .  So,  i f  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d  t h a t  
$1 a m o n t h ,  I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  be  a g o o d  i n v e s t m e n t .  J o y c e  is p r i m a r ­
i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for i t  and s he  i s  d o i n g  a v e r y  n i c e  j o b .  It is now p u b ­
l i s h e d  i n  t he  s a m e  p a g e  s i z e  and s t y l e  as T V i a  but  i s  o n l y  11 p a g e s  
l o n g - - a  " b e t w e e n  us g i r l s  t y p e  of  t h i n g " .  Try i t .

VI .  P A Y M ENT FOR M A NUSCRI PTS:  Up to  t he  p r e s e n t ,  a l l  c o n t r i b u t ­
i o n s  t o  C h e v a l i e r  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  g r a t i s .  T h i s  has  e n a b l e d  us to g e t  
s t a r t e d  and to  g r o w .  L a r g e l y  i t  w i l l  r e m a i n  t h i s  wa y ,  but  t he  t i m e  
has  c o m e  w h e n  s o m e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  a u t h o r s  s h o u l d  be m a d e .  So on 
a c c e p t e d  m a n u s c r i p t s  s u b m i t t e d  AFTER F e b .  1,  1 9 6 3  a p a y m e n t  of  $1 
per  p a g e  f r om 10 to 50 p a g e s  and 7 5 0  a p a g e  o v e r  t h i s  w i l l  be m a d e .  
A r t i c l e s  l e s s  t h a n  10 p u b l i s h e d  p a g e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  be  g r a t i s  and  
for t h e  g o o d  o f  t he  c a u s e .  P a y m e n t  w i l l  be  m a d e  IF AND WHEN m a t ­
e r i a l  i s  p u b l i s h e d  and b a s e d  on p r i n t e d  p a g e s .  T h i s  a m o u n t  i s  not  
l a r g e ,  b u t  i s  i n t e n d e d  as a g e s t u r e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and e n c o u r a g e ­
m e n t .  It w i l l  be  p a i d  for f i c t i o n ,  t rue  s t o r i e s  and a r t i c l e s ,  but  not  
for l e t t e r s  or c a s e  h i s t o r i e s .  T h e  Edi t or  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  to s h o r t e n ,  
d e l e t e  or r e a r r a n g e  m a t e r i a l  as d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y ,  n o t  to  s a v e  m o n e y ,  
but  t o  a v o i d  p a d d i n g  and u n n e c e s s a r y  v e r b o s i t y .  I h o p e  t h i s  w i l l  e n ­
c o u r a g e  s o m e  of  t h e  m o r e  r e l u c t a n t  a u t h o r s .
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C O M M E R C I A L  P L U G

About  o n c e  a y e a r  a p u b l i s h e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a s a l e s  p i t c h  in hi s  
own p u b l i c a t i o n ,  so t h i s  i s  t he  t i m e  for C h e v .  Pubs ,  t o  do o n e .  
S o m e t i m e s  the  n a t u r e  o f  v a r i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i s  n o t  c l e a r  to  n e w c o m ­
ers and old c o m e r s  m a y  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n ,  so p l e a s e  n o t e  b e l o w .

"THE TRANSVESTI TE AND HIS WIFE".  Ma n y  w i v e s  of  our r e a d e r s  are  
a l r e a d y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and w o u l d  no t  n e e d  t h i s  b o o k .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  
we did not  pr i nt  n e a r l y  as m a n y  o f  t h e m  as we  do of  T V i a .  I s u g g e s t  
t h e r e f o r e  t ha t  t h o s e  w h o s e  w i v e s  do not  u n d e r s t a n d  or t h o s e  u n m a r r i e d s  
who e x p e c t  to be s o m e d a y  g e t  t h i s  b o o k  for f u t u r e  use  b e f o r e  i t  g e t s  
so l d out .  Th e  r e s i d u a l  d e m a n d  a f t e r  t h o s e  who  n e e d  i t  h a v e  g o t t e n  
i t  pr o b a b l y  w i l l  no t  wa r r a n t  r e p r i n t i n g .  For t h o s e  p r e s e n t l y  u n m a r r ­
i ed  but  p l a n n i n g - - PLEASE do no t  m a k e  t h e  o l d f a l s e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  
ma r r i a g e  w i l l  e r a s e  TV and t h e r e f o r e  y o u  n e e d  n o t  t e l l  y o ur  i n t e n d e d .
It l i t e r a l l y  o n l y  works  a b o u t  1 / 1 0  of  \°}o of  t he  t i m e ,  I kn o w of  o n l y  
one c a s e  wh e r e  i t  d i d ,  so b e  p r e p a r e d .

"BACK ISSUES OF T RANS VEST IA" . T h e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  r e a d e r -  
ship m a k e s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r i n t  m o r e  c o p i e s  o f  n e w e r  i s s u e s  of  T V i a ,  
and s p a c e  for s t o r a g e  i s  at  a p r e m i u m .  Back i s s u e s  of  # 3  on in f u l l  
s i z e  are a v a i l a b l e  in l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t y .  T h e y  w i l l  n o t  be  r e p r i n t e d  
so i f  you want  a f u l l  l i b r a r y  t a k e  t h e m  w h i l e  y o u  c a n .  P r i c e  was  
r e d u c e d  to 6 for 5 or $ 2 0 . 0 0 ,  t a k e  y o u r  c h o i c e  or ask for t he  l e a f l e t  
"What  Has Gone B e f o r e "  w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n t e n t s  o f  e a c h  
i s s u e  n o t i n g  a r t i c l e s  of  s p e c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  ot i n t e r e s t .

"THE CLIPSHEET".  T h i s  was  c o n c e i v e d  as a m e a n s  of  k e e p i n g  e v e r y ­
b o d y ' s  s c r a p b o o k  w e l l  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l .  We h a v e  s o m e  of  e a c h  
of  t h e s e  s t i l l  around t o o ,  and w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  s p a c e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e .  
T h e s e  w i l l  not  be r e p r i n t e d .  R e d u c e d  p r i c e  o f  any  6 i s s u e s  $ 5 .

"THE FEMMEMIRROR". T h e s e  t o o  w i l l  no t  be  r e p r i n t e d .  We di d n o t  
h a v e  any way of  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  d e m a n d  so we  o v e r p r i n t e d  on s o m e  
e a r l y  i s s u e s .  As an " i n t e r i o r  h o u s e o r g a n "  of  t h e  TV m o v e m e n t  i t  
w i l l  not  be  r e p r i n t e d  and i s  no l o n g e r  s o l d  on s t a n d s ,  so f i l l  up y o u r  
r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  g e t  h a n d y  h i n t s ,  s a v e  a b i t  and h e l p  us c l e a r  t he  
s p a c e  by c o m p l e t i n g  your  s e t .  A l l  i s s u e s  a v a i l a b l e  but  n o t  i n  t he  
s a me  q u a n t i t i e s .  P r i c e  r e d u c e d  to  6 i s s u e s  for $5 and i f  y o u  w a n t ,  
you ma y  c o m b i n e  t h e m  w i t h  THE CLIPSHEET i n  any  c o m b i n a t i o n  y o u  
wa n t  and s t i l l  k e e p  t he  p r i c e  at  6 for $ 5 . T h a n k  y o u .  C i r c u l a t i o n  D e p t .
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T R A N S V E S T I A  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a b o u t  t h e  1 s t  o f  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  
a t  $4 p e r  c o p y .  A L L  b a c k  i s s u e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  N o s .  1 a n d  2 a r e  i n  
1 / 4  p a g e  p h o t o r e d u c t i o n  a t  r e d u c e d  p r i c e s .  A l l  o t h e r s  $4  e a c h .

T V  " C L I P S H E E T "  i s  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  1 s t  o f  e a c h  o d d - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h  
a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z i n e  c l i p p i n g s  
b o th  o l d  a n d  n e w  s e n t  i n  b y  r e a d e r s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l
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i s s u e  o r  $5 p e r  y e a r  o f  6 i s s u e s .

T h e  F E M M E M I R R O R  i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  o n  t h e  15 th  a n d  c o n s i s t s  
p r i n c i p a l l y  of  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  l e t t e r s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  q u e s ­
t i on s  of  i n t e r e s t ,  n e w s  n o t e s  e t c .  I t  i s  a n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  F e m m e P e  r s o n  ~ 
a t o r s .  P r i c e  $1 a n  i s s u e  o r  $1 0  p e r  y e a r  o f  12 i s s u e s .

N O T E : :  A s  an  i n d u c e m e n t  t o  s a v e  a  l o t  of  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g ,  t h o s e  
w ho  w i s h  a  f u l l  y e a r  o f  e a c h  of  t h e  3 p u b l i c a t i o n s  a b o v e  a n d  w i l l  p a y  
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o f  T V i a  a v a i l a b l e  a n y  6 f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  5 w h e n  o r d e r e d  a t  o n e  t i m e  (6 
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B O O K  L E N G T H  S T O R I E S  1) " F a t e d  F o r  F e m i n i n i t y "  5 . 0 0

2) "I  A m  A M a l e  A c t r e s s "  5 . 0 0  
C U S T O M  M A D E  D R E S S  C A T A L O G  1 . 0 0
R e a l i s t i c  F a l s i e s :  S p e c i a l  b r a  w i t h  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s  5 . 0 0  

S p e c i a l  j e l l y  f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s  5 . 0 0
P l a s t i c  " H e a d "  W i g  b l o c k  a n d  C l a m p  to  h o l d  b l o c k  e a .  5.  00
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA i s  made up p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  by i t s  
r e a d e r s .  Case h i s t o r i e s ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  
a r t i c l e s  o f  o p i n i o n ,  poems and p i c t u r e s  a r e  w e lc o m e .  The g r e a t e r  
v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  
M a t e r i a l  i s  s o l i c i t e d  on t h i s  b a s i s :

1 .  M a t e r i a l  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

2 .  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e q u e s t e d  
and a s tamped  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .

3 .  The E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be t h e  s o l e  j u d g e  o f  
what  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and t o  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e l e t e  
o r  r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  when i t  i s  deemed i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  Of f  c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  
and t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u b m i t t e d .

******

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES:
For  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r om  
t h e  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  o r  f o o l i s h  a c t s  o f  a  few i t  h a s  b e ­
come n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  t h e  a d s  and  a n s w e r s  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  
m agaz ine  t o  t h o s e  who h ave  b ee n  s c r e e n e d .  I f  you  w i s h  t o  u s e  
t h i s  s e r v i c e  a s k  f o r  a  f r e e  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  F i l l  
o u t  and r e t u r n  w i t h  &5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e .  When a c c e p t e d  t h i s  
money may be a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t  a d s  ($ 2 )  o r  a n s w e r s  ($ 1 )  a t  r e ­
g u l a r  r a t e s .  I f  n o t  a c c e p t e d  i t  w i l l  be r e t u r n e d .

Members o f  PHI PI  EPSILON a r e  f r e e  t o  a d v e r t i s e  and t o  r e p l y  
t o  a d s  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .

RATES: $2 p e r  ad p e r  i s s u e  f o r  up t o  5 l i n e s .  R e p l i e s  $1 .

No r e p l i e s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  f o r  r e m a i l i n g  s h o u l d  be 
s e n t  t o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  t o  TRANSVESTIA i t s e l f .  Add­
r e s s  a l l  s u c h  m a i l  t o  "CONTACT" 4924 W. P i c o  Los  A n g e l e s  1 9 .

GOODS AND SERVICES ADS also accepted, rates upon request.
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