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House Has Quiet Sitting in 
Afternoon on Routine 1 

Bills and Motions

Abrogation of Townsite 
Rights Protested in Legis­

lature-Division Called

Franchise Enabling Legisla­
tion May Be Subject to 

Utilities Act
[variety of bills 
In wording 
statutes.

A bill to forfeit the rights of 
the Crown In townsite subdivisions 

1 by leaving discretion to the Province 
to forego a quarter interest In town- 

Jsite lands opened to public settle- { 
I ment drew Instantaneous objection,
! Monday, in the Legislature. The 
I bill was one offered by Hon. A. W.j 
| Gray.
| Drawing attention to the provi-j 
I sion, which he said he had found in 
lone clause in routine amendments toj 
| the Lands Act, R. L. Maitland, K.C.,| 
j Conservative leader of the Opposi-j
tion, led an attack against that bill. 
Under its terms, he stated, the Prov- ] 
ince could forego rights which had 
meant millions to the treasury In 
the past and might do so again.

If,-as suggested, the provision had 
been Intended as a means of making 
a concession to private housing de­
velopment outside Trail, a special 
bill could be brought In for that 
purpose without upsetting law that 
had stood on the books continuously 
since 1896, and which had proved a ! 
necessary protection to the people, 
Mr. Maitland declared.

DIVISION CALLED 
A debate followed, in which Gov-1 

ernment, Conservative and C.C.F. ! 
members were all drawn In; the I 
Government, however, pressing the! 
bill forward to second reading. Mr.- 
Maitland forced a division on the : 
issue, the House dividing 28-14 on! 
second reading of the measure. j 

For second reading: Messrs. Pat-: 
tullo, Gray, Weir, Hart, MacDonald, : 
Pearson, Wismer, MacPherson, As- 
selstine, Perry (Mrs.) Smith, Leary, ; 
Burns, Kenney, Putnam, Strachan, ! 
Forester, Connelly, Murray, Tupper.j 
King, Crone, LeBourdals, Johnston,1 
Braden, Bull, Hennlger and Straith :

Because of the possibility of con­
flict with the Government’s Public 
Utilities Act. consideration of the 
legislation sought by the municipal­
ities of Greater Victoria to enable 
them to enter into a joint transpor­

tation franchise agreement was de­
ferred by the private bills commit­
tee of the Legislature yesterday aft­
ernoon, to enable the matter to be 
discussed with Premier T. D. Pat- 
tullo and Hon. A. Wells Gray, Min­
ister of Municipal Affairs, on Fri­
day morning.

| H. S. Pringle, for the city of Vic- 
| toria, presented the final draft of 
j the proposed legislation, as ap- j 
; proved by the four municipalities,
! and urged that It should be passed 
: at the present session of the Legisla­
ture, as an amendment to the Mu­
nicipal Act.
; AMENDMENT’S SCOPE

This amendment would give 
power to municipalities to enter 
into an exclusive or limited trans­
portation franchise for any' term 
not exceeding twenty-one years, or 

[ to join with any other municipality 
[in a franchise agreement; and toj 
[prescribe how and along whati 
routes the service should operate,f 
fix rates of fare, and prescribe! 

(other terms and conditions, Includ­
ing payment to or by the munici­
pality In connection with a fran­

chise.
j The amendment further provides 
that a by-law authorizing any such 
agreement should be subject to the 

| assent of the electors of each mum- 
Icipallty concerned.

Mr. Pringle stâted that the city 
|felt that it was of vital importance! 
that the municipalities should have j 

(power to fix fgres and prescribe 
conditions, but if the Public Util­
ities Act became law, the proposed 
amendment would have to be sub­
ject to that act.

| The bill was introduced by Hon. Dr. 
G. M. Weir, after a marriage com-1 
mit tee had reviewed the subject for 
& year.

The bill proposed stricter limita- 
| tion of the right to conduct mar- 

publication ofrlage ceremonies, 
banns In advance of the ceremony,

I requirements for birth certificates 
I to be shown by those under twenty- 
one years of age; and “inspection” 
clauses subject to declaration by 

(proclamation at the pleasure of the 
I Administration.
I The “Inspection” clauses ap- 
jpeared substantially in the same 
j form as proposed by the C.C.F. op- 
| position in the last two sessions, 
H and rejected on both occasions from 
[the Government side. They would

Main Wit 
Commit! 

For B| Second readings followed fori 
amendments to the Marriage Act,] 
amendments to the Public Schools] 
Act, amendments to the Coal Mines 
Regulation Act, amendments to the 
Stock Brands Act, and amendments] 
to the Food Products Minimum Loss] 
Act to tighten the statute passed 
last year in respect to wholesale 
sales to chain stores.

NEW BILLS
Eleven new bills were Introduced 

and read a first time, several being 
offered by the Opposition.

I New measures included bills to 
I amend the University of British Co­
lumbia Act. Statute of Limlatlons 
Act, Contributory Negligence Act, 
Motor Vehicle Act, Mechanics Lied 
Act, all offered by the Crown; and, 
proposed privately amendments to 
the Mental Hospitals Act, the 

I Lunacy Act, Female Minimum Wage 
Act. Other bills were amendments 
to the Court of Appeal Act, Divorce 
and Matrimonial Causes Act, and the 
Greater Vancouver Water District 
Act, to be explained on second 

I reading.
Under the Motor Vehicle Bill ac­

tions against a car owner relating to 
accidents to passengers would be 
barred, and Insurance companies re­
lieved of such claims by Indirection. 
Contributory negligence law is also 
to be varied.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m. 
until evening.

IN EVENING SITTING
At Its evening sitting the Legisla­

ture pressed on with one-page bills 
to amend existing statutes. The 

(Mortgagors and Purchasers Relief 
j Act, a moratorium extension meas­
ure, was read a third time and 
enacted subject to assent.

Other third readings included 
lbills to amend the Commodities Re­
tail Sales Act. Collection Agents 
Licensing Act, Greater Vancouver 
Water District Act, Mechanics Lien 
Act and Food Products Minimum 
Loss Act.

Other measures were advanced a 
stage.

BILLS ACCEPTED
Two Opposition bills were accept­

ed by the Government, one with] 
minor changes. The Administration 
accepted a bill from R. L. Maitland. 

|K,C., Leader of the Opposition, 
amending the Married Women’s 
Property Act, granting It second 
reading.

A similar course was taken with] 
a bill to atnend the Coal Mined 
Regulation Act offered by Samuel] 
Guthrie (O.OJ\, Cowichan-New-1
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in estimates discussion at night,
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Tour Comprehensive—Replying to 
Dr. J. D. Hunter in the Legislature 
this week, the Government stated 
the European tour this year of Dr. I 
Allon Peebles, chairman of the 
Health Insurance Commission, had 
Consumed ten weeks and cost $1,500 
o the Province. Investigating health 
nsuranoe, Dr. Peebles had spent

Against second reading: Messrs. 
Maitland, Anscomb, Bruhn, Paton, 
Macintosh, Eyres, Finland, H. Winchi 
E. Winch, (Mrs.) Steeves, Uphill, 
Guthrie, Cameron, and Shepherd- 
14. Messrs. Gillls and Hunter paired.IWUc Document, - A iSggestioSÏ 

I™* 8 custodian of public documents; 
should be appointed was discussed! 
by the printing committee of the I 
Legislature yesterday, when public! 
documents from the Departments of I 
Ptibllc Works, Lands. Fisheries, RallJ 

Iways and the Attorney-General were!
[fg^Ved. The committee decided to 
[B*18, documents to the Proein- 
1#™'' Archives department. *. e. 
IWlneh, stressed the need
I gl eater speed In the preparation I 
] "Pert* of various Government 
| departments.

twenty-seven days In the United 
States, twenty-one days In England,
hree days In Scotland, five days In 
Iwltierland, eleven days In France, 
even days In Chechoslovakia, six 
lays in Denmark, and sis days In 
lorway, touching many European

May Amend Statute—The Provin­
cial Government wae reported yes­
terday as preparing amendments to 

i the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, affecting the rights 
of collective bargaining. Decision, 
It was Indicated, had been reached 

j tn amend the statute In response to 
j the requests of labor groups not 
i satisfied with the existing measure.

tXlsnglnf Schools Act Change 
In the Schools Ant to allow eaeh 
student twelve years of free tuition 
In public schools, up to and Includ­
ing the age of nineteen years, and 
increased grants of M a month in 
plaw of 12 a mtmth per pupU to

Wild Life In Mi 
motion pictures In 
of the province Bhown
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g miners.

The Government refused to con-1 
Jslder, however, a bill by Mrs. R. P. [ 
SSteeves (C.C.F., North Vancouver) I 
I to extend minimum wage order pro- I 
itectlon to domestic workers and! 
I fruit pickers, Hon. G. S. Pearson jj 
I stating he was sympathetic, but| 
| that the measure was not practt- 
| cable at present.

Second readings followed for a 
I variety of bills, with small changes! 
Bin wording from the existing £ 
Istatutes.

[Toll Bridge Charges 
Finally Withdrawn 

By Dr. Lyle Telford
I Main Witnesses Offered Before Public Accounts 

Committee Testify Reasonable Prices Were Paid 
For British and Canadian Steel in Project

CHARGES by Dr. J. Lyle Telford that there had been an 
overpayment of in the neighborhood of $300,000 on the 

j price paid for structural steel on the Pattullo toll bridge 
| collapsed before the Public Accounts Committee yesterday, as 
| the committee, with leave from the House, spent the day on 
j the issue, sitting in three consecutive periods. Dr. Telford 
1 finally withdrew the charges.

committee, and their cross-» 
nation by Dr. J. Lyle Telford. I 
MPP. Hon. F. M. MacPheraonl 
and Attorney-General Wismer 
through the hearing.

Dr. Telford produced the letter 
on which he said his chargee hadl 

j been based, describing it as one! 
| from a Mr. C. D. Hobbs to H. D I 
Lloyd, Warrington, England. He 
repeated hto assertion ttiaf an over- 
payment of several hundred thou­
sand dollars had been made on the 
bridge# In connection with the pur­
chase of structural steel, and an­
nounced that he desired to call 
Premier Pattullo, Hon. A. W. Gray 
and Hon. John Hart before the In­
quiry ends.

JC.'D. Hobbs, of Hobbs to Company, 
Vancouver, wire rope supplies, de­
clined to Identify as his the copy of 
a letter sent to British agents and 
asserting that bridge companies In 
Canada were holding up the price of 
bridge steel. Mr. Hobbs pointed out 
.that the document was not an orie- 
I mal. that It was unsigned and that 
It bore the Initials of a stenographer 
who had never been In his em­
ployment.

J. C. Boyes, who drew‘plans for 
the former Ladner Bridée at the 

[request of the Terminal Engineering 
[ Company some years ago, testified 
under oath that In his opinion steel 
coats of $201 a ton for steel In place 
on the Pattullo Bridge appeared 
reasonable. Mr. Boyes, who had 
been offered by Dr. Telford as a 
witness, said that Czechoslovakian 
steel was $35 a ton cheaper than 
British steel, and Belgian steel 
a ton cheaper. The bridge contract,' 
however, had called for 
and British steel.

The hearing continued, with Dr.j 
Telford seeking to Introduce argu­
ments as to sums paid to the con­
sulting engineer, to the Fraser River I 
Bridge Company, and others under | 
the bridge statute, and arguing,! 
Anally, that the Government 
have saved money If It had per­
mitted prices to be called tor steel] 
in the International world's market, 
In competition with Skoda and] 
Belgian bids.

Hon. F. M. MacPheraon, E. M.1 
Boyd and James A. Collins were] 
examined In the afternoon, Mr. 
Collins telling of the Inception of I 
the project as a private, and later a 
public, undertaking. All denied ir-| 
regularities on the contract.

Persisting, Dr. Telford said he] 
wished to show that the project had 
been extravagant, in comparison j 
with other bridges in Canada. The 
committee held this irrelevant. At! 

p.m. the committee recessed f< 
second time to meet at 8 pm. 
CHARGE 

At the

Hobbs to British agents, and since | 
returned to this country. If the! 
letter or its writer had been irre- b 
sponsible, the charges in this respect | 
fell to the ground.

Pressed by the committee to make! 
his withdrawal absolute, Dr. Telford! 
replied:

“T will iiiRh let. this one droo. YouQ 
have got me stopped now, but I am Î 
not through with the bridge. I will j 
withdraw the charge, with respect | 
to overpayment of, $60 a ton. But |
I am not through, don't worry."

The committee accepted the with- j 
drawal, and went Into camera to j 
prepare its report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
E. T. Kenney, committee chfffi-- I 

man, reported from the public | 
accounts committee later at the eve- j 
ning sitting of the House. He pre­
sented the committee's report, set- I 
ting out the original charges made | 
by Dr. Telford, and stating that ] 
these had been withdrawn by Dr. 
Telford. The report was unanimous. ] 

The House adopted the report and I 
closed the Incident, after a brief but I 
warm exchange between Dr. Telford j 
and Government benches, in which I 
Premier Pattullo announced the | 
Government would not pay atten­
tion to verbal insinuations In future I 
but would demand written charges j 
on the responsibility of a member, l 
and in which Attorney - General I 
Wismer classed Dr. Telford's re-1 
flection on a witness before the ] 
committee as unfair.

Dr. Telford repeated his assertion 1 
that he was not finished with the I 
Pattullo Bridge Issue, though, he I 
said, his Information In this case | 
had proved unsupported. The House j 
passed on to other business.

MORNING HEARING 
The Pattullo Bridge Inquiry re­

sumed before the public accounts I 
committee In the morning, withB 
four witnesses heard on oath beforèj 
the recess. Unexpectedly, the in-1 
qulry opened bn a defence of the! 
Government's position with respecta 
to the contract, leaving the Telford] 

that substantial overpay- 
been made on the bridge!

The morning was! 
to the examination of

WITNESSES PRESENT 
A score of witnesses summoned to 

the hearing were present, with the 
exception of A. S. Gentles, an en­
gineer connected with the Dominion 
Bridge Company, who it was ex­
plained had gone to England in Oc­
tober and would not be available 
The Dominion Bridge Company, 
through Col. Sherwood Lett, solici­
tor, offered to produce any employee 
and any document relative to the 
Inquiry, if requested. Mr. Lett 
sought to make a prepared state­
ment refuting the charges of over­
payment, but Dr. Telford objected.

The Hobbs-Lloyd letter was 
marked for Identification but not 
filed.

Getting down to questions, Dr, 
Telford asked who let the contract, 
who supplied the steel, where the 
steel was obtained, what was paid 
for the steel, what firms partici­
pated, who were consulting and 
supervising engineers on the con­
tract, and what relationship existed 
between the contractors and the 
Fraser River Bridge Company or 
with the Government. Continuing, 
Dr. Telford said he would want to 
know about sub-contracts, tenders, 
plans and other matters.

DOCUMENTS FILED 
Replying, In part, Hon. F. M. 

MacPherson said that Major W. G. 
Swan had been consulting engineer 
for the Government, that tenders] 
had been advertised, with plans] 
and specifications on file with the] 
Fraser Bridge Company at New 
Westminster. The tender accepted] 
had been “for the bridge complete";] 
but that certain additional work on] 
rearranged approaches had later 
been ordered, at costs on a unit 
basis. The contract with the Do­
minion Bridge Company, for $2,- 
722,101, had been exclusive of ce­
ment and some other materials sup-j 
plied to the contractor. The Do­
minion Bridge Company built the] 
whple bridge "from stem to stem," 
the Minister of public Works 
stated, filing the tenders, contract 
and other material with the com­
mittee.

Sherwood Lett, as solicitor for the 
company, was asked what price the 
firm had paid for the steel used In 
the bridge. He declined, on thi 
ground that this Information was 
confidential, and should not be ex­
posed to competitors.

FABRICATED SOME STEEL 
Col. John P. Mackenzie, general 

manager of the Western Bridge 
Company, a subsidiary of the Ham­
ilton Bridge Company, Ont., was 
sworn as a witness. He said his firm 
had fabricated 1,861 tons of steel 
supplied by the contractors. Some 
of the steel had come from Dorman, 
Long to Company, England; some 
from Dominion Foundries to Steels 
of Hamilton, and possibly 
from the Algoma Steel Company. 
His firm had agreed to 
the

der, which was unsuccessful, struc-l 
tural steel had been quoted at $1,-| 
247,800. In his opinion, bridge steel! 
cost from $187 to $204 a ton on thel 
job, and had cost over $200 a ton| 
on the Pattullo Bridge work.

; Continuing. Col Mar-.kpnzi» 
that the Pattullo Bridge could oii 
have been built In the West by one| 
of two firms, his own or the Do-1 
minion Bridge Company, havifigj 
fabricating plants. His firm’s bid| 
had been $99.632 higher than its! 
competitors on fabricated steel. The@ 
Dominion Bridge Company tender,J 
accepted, had been $2,722,101, 
the Western Bridge Company ten-1 
der $2,854,094, or higher by $131,9921 
in total.

OFFICIALS EXAMINED 
Arthur Dixon, deputy minister off] 

public works and chief engineer,!" 
was sworn as the next witness. To! 
questions, Mr. Dixon said Major W I 
G. Swan had drawn the bridge | 
plans, that personally he had nog 
knowledge of sub - contracts orl 
prices on them; that the plans had! 
been modified as to approaches! 
after the contract had been let, andg 
the contractors given this addev 
work at the same unit prices; that] 
a caisson had shifted on a freshet, 
and the Government had absorbed! 
some of the extra cost in that con-1 
nectlon. The price of steel ln-| 
stalled on the Pattullo Bridge had| 
been approximately $201 a ton, Mr.j 
Dixon said In conclusion.

A. L. Carruthers, chief bridge en-I 
gineer of the Department of Public^ 
Works, was sworn as a witness. Hej 
said he had nothing to do with the 
drawing of the plans, though as­
sociated with Major Swan In an ad-J 
vlsory capacity. On the actual won 
he had only advised and recom-S 
mended, In the same position as “aj 
family doctor, while Major Sw 
was the specialist." Inspections ha< 
not been part of his official duties

SUPERVISED PROJECT
Major W. G. Swan, 

engineer employed by the Govern-^ 
ment, was sworn next. He 
tribute to Mr. Carruthers for 
vice and help In the project. Ac-1 
cording to his figures some 5,5 
tons of steel had been used In I 
work, covered by a lump-sum con-y 
tract of $1,148,000, including fiel 
painting, or $1,107,000 unpainted | 
This worked out at $201 a ton foi 
steel of all descriptions. In actul 
fact, 70 per cent of the steel i 
had come from the United 
dom, and 30 per cent from 
dian mills. Much of the Old ( 
try steel had come from 
mills, but all that was available ] 
sizes required had been bought 
Canada.

Continuing, Major Swan said thj 
Belgian steel could have been ! 
for 15 per cent less, but that 
specifications had called for i 
dian steel where available, 
British steel after that. Cal 
mills did not make the larger i 
In rolled steel or plates. Only tj 
firms could have bid J - 
specifications, and these two ; 
had bid.

Hie contract had Inch 
lump price for all steel, and 
basis prices for all other work, l 
vlsable as to actual quantities i 
Pier 4 had been driven five 
deeper than planned, after a f 
which carried out twenty 
the river bottom, over a len 
600 feet. Reasonable allowai 
been made to the contractors 
that. Major Swan said, In conclu-!
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Legislature Makes 
Progress on Changes 

In B.C. Legislation!
Government Introduces Bill to Amend Gasoline j 

Control Measure Retroactively—Motor Law 
And Divorce Appeals Also Considered

DEALING with legislation in an amicable sitting, the| 
House gave third reading and enactment subject to| 
assent to seven measures ; took four bills through second B 

reading, and received two new bills, one by way of messageH 
from the Crown. Amendments to the Land Act, and to the* 
Coal and Petroleum Products Control Board Act, 1937, fea-j 
tured the period.

Third readings Included amend-J 
ments to the Coal Mines Regulation,.
Stock Brands, Department of Mines,j .. x _ . _
Department of Trade, Statute of trlbutory Negligence Acts, and indi-|

the Opposition on companion amend­
ments to the Motor Vehicle and Con-j

Limitations, and Land Acts.
Second readings followed for 

amendments to the Contributory 
Negligence, Motor Vehicle, Court of 
Appeal, and Divorce and Matrimon­
ial Causes Acts.
AMENDING GASOLINE CONTROL 

Attorney-General Wismer intro­
duced for first reading a messai i 
bill to amend the Coal and Petroleum 
Products Control Board Act retroac­
tively; and R. L. Maitland, K.C., a 
bill to amend the Liquor Act.

Outside of the House it was ex­
plained Jihat amendments to the Coal 
and Petroleum Products Control 
Board Act were designed to rein­
force the constitutionality of that 
measure, now in test litigation, by 
limiting Provincial direction to a 
fairs within the province, by dealing 
separately with hard or liquid l.el 
products on their own merits, and 
by various amendments designed to 
overcome present objection to the 
statute.

OPPOSE LAND BILL 
Conservatives renewed their drive 

against passage of amendments to 
the Lund Act, under which the 
Lieutenant - Governor - in-Council is] 
given discretionary authority 
waive a quarter interest in town- 
sites, once they are improved; an< 
the bill went to third reading ovei 
strong Opposition objection.

Mr. Maitland said the measure', 
went too far, permitting the aliena­
tion of public interest in townsite 
areas which might become extremely 
valuable, and placing an. administra­
tion in a position to trade with de­
velopment corporations without spe­
cific recourse to the Legislature.

Defending the measure, Premier 
Pattullo sa** only discretionary au­
thority was sought, and that this 
would be used wisely. At the ne.,
‘ Ite outside Trail, he said, the 
Consolidated Mining & Smelting 
Company had financed a private 
fusing programme, had spent con 

sums on street and other 
"lt8» “id to take one- 

nf tiie subdivision now would

Instances, the Premier 
the Province would have 

1 to hand back Its quarter 
' In past development schemes, 

"ng Prince Rupert and Prince 
- » rather than become 

» for its share of local
The MU. however, did 

l that far, he declared.
: followed after 

i Opposition

cated these bills would be amende 1.1 
The law at present holds a motor | 
owner res~-nsible for 
carried out of courtesy, including any! 
form of damage that may come tog 
them on the road. The amending! 
bill would remove this liability onf| 
the owner, and on insurance com-if 
panics concerned in motor policies. 1 
Mr. Maitland cited specific instances! 
of where the removal would itself a 
work injustices. Both bills may beg 
amended in committee.

Mr. Witaier and Mr. Maitland | 
Joined in explaining companion 1 
amendments to the Court of Appeal,! 
and Divorce and Matrimonial Causes! 
Acts. The bills would implement re-| 
cent Federal law, granting a right | 
of appeal on divorce Visions within! 
the limits of the' Federal law and In I 
reinforcement of it within Provincial F 
jurisdiction. Divorce would not be| 
made easier, but a right of appeal! 
now open would be consolidated, theyR 
explained.

Other bills were of a routine na-8 
ture. The House rose at 5 pm., untilJg 
2:30 pm. today.

Island» Residents 
Renew Objections 

To Redistribution

THOUGH the redistribution 
plan has been reported In 
the House and Is now being 

prepared In bill form. North 
Saanich and Gulf Islands 
residents renewed strong pro­
tests against the elimination 
of the historic Islands riding 
yesterday, In an Interview with 
Premier Pattullo. Captain M 
P. Macintosh, MJJ>„ Intro-" 
duced the delegation, com­
posed of residential and busi­
ness groups from many narta 
of the riding.

District Road Votes 
Considered by House 
On Maintenance Work

I Peace River Outlet Readvocated, Following Action 
By Monkman Pass Highway Association—-Or­

dinary Road and Maintenance $2,179,570

SITTING briefly as a committee of supply on estimates yes-1 
terday, the Legislature opened the annual debate on dis-1 

i trict road votes, before rising to report progress for the I 
day. H. G. Perry (Lib., Fort George) renewed a plea fori 
assistance to a Peace River-Coast outlet, citing voluntary labor] 
done by the Monkman Pass Highway Association and asking 
for a grant of $20,000 in that connection.

I The debate was adjourned from |
I the Treasury benches.
I The general vote under main­

tenance of roads, bridges, ferries 
I and incidentals called for $2,179,570. 
j Including $986,500 on roads, $625,000 
? on bridges, $250,000 on ferries,
I $120,000 for snow removal and a 
| like sum for equipment, 190.000 for 
I traffic operation and $18,070 on

j District roads votes were detailed 
a as follow:

DISTRICT ROAD VOTES
Albemi-Nanaimo $37,500
Atlin .................. .............. -__21,000
"Ruma-hy 10,000
Cariboo ______________ fi2 non
Chilli wank an,n$xi
Columbia _____________ 22,000
flomnx ...............- 37,son
Cowichan-Newcastle -__ 31,non
Cranbrook ___________ 32,non
Delta ________________ -__ 25,000
Dewdney _____ _____ ____ 36,000
Esquimalt____________ .... 31,000
Fernie ............................... -— 25,000
[Fort George---------------- .... 45,000
Grand Forks-Greenwood -__ 37,500
Islands .................... ........ .... 15,000

j Kamloops____________ 37,snn
iKaslo-Slocan -.................. .... 44,000

: Nelson-Creston________ —— 45,0001
New Westminster_____ .... 1,5001
North Okanagan______ 31,0001

I North Vancouver............. .... 4,5001
Omineca _____________ .... 40,000
Peace River ......... ............. .... 25^0001
Prince Rupert ________ ___15,000

nRevelstoke .................. . ----  15,0001
Rossland-Trail ________ ___15,000
Saanich_____________ _ 13,000 j
Salmon Arm__________ .... 30,0001
Simllkameen_________ 3i,nnn|

29,0001
South Okanagan............ .... 31,0001
Vancouver-Point Grey . .... 5,000
Yale -.................... ......... .... 25,000

Total roads_ $986.500

SLlllooet ................................ — 375001
1 Mackenzie _______________  19,0001

WANTON CHARGES

Premier T. D. Pattullo Is on sound ground in I 
I saying that wild and vague charges should not! 
I be made against the Government In the matter I 
I of public expenditures. He was alluding to state-1 
I ments made in the Legislature alleging over-1 
I payments on the construction of the Fraser River 1 
I bridge, statements that have been withdrawn I 
I while an inquiry Into them was In progress before I 
I the Public Accounts Committee. In future such I 
I charges must be made In writing if there is to be| 
Ian investigation, not merely voiced In a gen- 
geralized way on the floor of the House.

The Implication of such charges is to depre- 
I elate the public conception of Government. Mr. I 
I Pattullo has Intimated this, for it must be re-1 
Imembered that public opinion is easily Influenced, I 
land lt Is, unfortunately, more often than notI 
I suspicious of the worst. The Integrity of a Gov-1 
I eminent must be sustained against unreasonable I 
I assaults, that Is assaults which have no ground I 
land which cannot be proved. Where facts can I 
| be brought to bear on charges made against I 
authority, the experience is that whoever Is I 

onsible for any malfeasance In office suffers. | 
nthout facts, it Is only the exponent of wanton I 
olitlcs who Is the aggressor. Mr. Pattullo said I 

no less and no more than it was necessary for I 
to say In the matter of the charges made I 
ding the construction of the Fraser River |



Friday , December

[LATE DEBATES 
ADJOURN EDI

| Pensions at Sixty-Five on| 

Contributory Basis Sug­
gested in House

Debating motions before adjoum- 
6 ment for the day at 11 pm., Wednes- 
|day, the Legislature considered! 
I health insurance, contributory old! 
| age pensions, Federal maintenance | 
■ and control of the Trans-Canada I 
I Highway, tuition and student feesf 
flat the University of British Colum- 

i the Government adjourning the | 
^debates at most points.

A motion by Mrs. R. P. Steeves 1 
! (G.C.F., North Vancouver) to have 1 
|the House set up a committee toi 
fl revive health insurance was ruled |

ut of order.
The Government adjourned debate I 

Ion a motion by R." W. Bruhn (Con-1 
Iservative, Salmon Arm) to urge on I 
| the Dominion reduction of old age I 
I pension limits to sixty-five years of I 
1 age, based on contributory payments | 
| starting at age twenty.

TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY
The Government adjourned debate 1 

Ion a motion by R. L. Maitland, KX3.,
I Conservative Leader of the Oppoel-I 
Ition, asking the House to go on 1 
j record that the Trans-Canada High- II 
| way should be taken over entirely by I 
I the Dominion, for completion and £ 

naintenance.
A similar course followed with a I 

I second motion by Mrs. Steeves, seek- I 
fling greater control over the direction 1 
flof the University of British Colum- I 
flbia. Considerable discussion followed I 
|before adjournment on the motion; [ 
fl courses in medicine, journalism, I 
flhome economics and other changes | 
| being mooted in a general debate.

Charge Is iterated — settling 
gissue raised by Harold B. Winch I 
1 (C.C.F., Vancouver East), the public I 

ounts committee reported in the I 
I Legislature yesterday that no over- f 
I payment had taken place in con­
nection with a Government road I 

ntract on the Dutch Creek-Kings-1 
I gate route in the Interior. The com-1 
Bmittee heard witnesses who had I 
»-worked on the project, and decided I 
I that reasonable payment had been I 

de for work performed. The I 
Souse adopted the committee's re- I 

leaving the committee free of] 
nvestigations at present.

House Debate on 
Utilities Bill Is 
Halted by Storm]

| Lamp-Light and Then Daylight Leaves Legislature | 
In Darkness During Committee Review of Key- 

Note Measure of Session—Bill Clauses Read 
By Torchlight Before Sitting Suspended

! Saturday , December 3, 1938.

IT took the worst storm of the Winter season to stop the! 
British Columbia Legislature sitting yesterday. At 2:301 
p.m. the House met to consider the Utilities Bill, including! 

the regulation of power and light companies. At 3 p.m. the* 
lights in the Assembly Chamber failed, and the House pressed! 
on, reading bill sections by torchlight and what little daylight* 
came through remote windows from storm-lashed skies. At! 
4 p.m. daylight failed, the House was in darkness, and Premier® 
Pattullo suspended the sitting,^made

In that period the House ratified 
I twelve sections in the latter half of 
I Part V of the Utilities Bill, deleted 
I one, and stood two sections over 
] for further consideration. The bill: 
I was under further amendment from 
] the Government benches in minor 
I particulars. Specifically, Sections 36, 
| 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46. 47. 48 and 

were ratified, a few with small! 
I changes in wording; Section 41 was! 
I deleted, and subsections renumbered, 
land Sections 40 and 50 stood over] 
I for further review.

PROTESTS RENEWED 
Led by R. L. Maitland, K.C.,| 

I Leader of the Opposition, Conserva- 
I tive benches renewed objections to] 
I specific sections in the bill. Powers 
] to the proposed public utilities com- 
I mission to arbitrate differences be- 
8 tween utilities and municipalities; to] 
I set up appraisal inquiries at the cost 
I of the utilities, subject to the 
I Lieutenant-Governor in Council tc 
| be the final tribunal on questions 
| of fact; to order power service ex- 
| tensions; to control transmission 
I rights of way on highways and in 
I municipalities, were all protested,
| the Government standing firm on 
| the measure substantially as drawn.

The chief debate arose over powers 
| of the board to fix rates, order ap- 
! praisals and deal with reserves and 
I depreciation accounts of operating 
I utilities. The Opposition made a 
I stand on Section 48, Subsection 2,
| which stated, in part:

WORDING CHALLENGED 
“The commission in making Its 

I appraisal or inquiry under this 
I section may order that all costs and 
I expenses of counsel, engineers, valu- 
1 ators, clerks, stenographers and 
I other assistants retained and em- 
I ployed by tile commission in and 
| about the making of the appraisal 

inquiry shall)# paid by the 
| public utility . .

This, Mr. Maitland contended,
I gave the commission power to set 
I up appraisal inquiries with all ‘the 
| trappings of an Admiralty Court; to 
I sit for a year, if necessary, and 
1 assess the costs against the utility,
I which would have no appeal on 
I questions of fact, and the commis- 
| «Aon would be the arbiters of the 
| facts.

Defending the clause, Premier 
[Pattullo said:

ISSUE DEBATED 
“May I say that this section of 
i bill has been vised by the British 
........................ i Railway Co.,

Government, some of which were 
accepted and some not, but there 
was no objection to this section 
either by the B.CJ3.R. or by any 
other utility.”

Mr. Anscomb—It looks to me a 
little like the case of the Jews in 
Germany; utilities are to be fattened 
up, only to be plundered.

H. E. Winch—The remarks of the 
Premier are most illuminating. In 
the past we know that people have 
had to pay millions on the watered 
stock of some utilities. Will the bill 
be used to secure a proper appraisal 
of values?

Mr. Wismer — Another section 
deals with the control over the 
issuance of securities. As to watered 
stock, you cannot undo anything 
that has been done in the past. 
The commission will have full access 
to the books, in making appraisals.

AFFECTING $500,000
Mr. Maitland—Section 48 is a very 

vicious section so far as the smaller 
companies are concerned. I don’t 
suppose it will affect larger com­
panies like the B.C. Electric very 
much. Powers are to be given to 
appoint a whole corps of counsel, 
engineers, valuators and others to 
inquire on appraisals, with costs 
piling up.

Mr. Wismer—You cannot possibly] 
find out what is a proper rate until 
you have an appraisal first.

Premier Pattullo—J. venture to] 
say that the honorable the Leader 
of the Opposition is wrong about it1 
not affecting the B.C. Electric. I 
venture to say that it is going to 
affect them a half-million dollars.

Mr. Maitland—In the effect of the 
examination, the appraisal?

Premier Pattullo—Why, yes. I] 
venture to suggest that it will cost 
them $500,000.

Section 48 was ratified, Conserva­
tive benches opposing the motion.

Section 50 was objected to by 
Herbert Anscomb, who said that it] 
would entail the setting up of whole 
new accounting systems at 
direction of the commission. Tfofe'J 
action was stood over.

Daylight left the House at about] 
the same moment, and Premier 
Pattullo moved the suspension of 
the sitting.

COMPOSITION OF BOARD
Resuming with light at 8:16 pm 

the House returned to the I 
Bill after some digressions. 1 
Pattullo announi

$100,000 in the next ten years, at I 
the rate of $10,000 a year. Twofl 
other commissioners have not yetfl 
been selected, but they may receive fl 
salaries between $6,500 and $7,5001 
per annum, or between $65,000 andfl 
$75,000 each for the ten-year period, | 
the Premier intimated.

Though the bill provides for ten-1 
year contracts and unlimited sal-1 
aries, the Government explained I 
that tenure of office would be dur- fl 
ing good behaviour, and that $10,000 fl 
a year would be the top salary, that | 
of the chairman. The Government | 
pressed the measure forward over | 
continued objection by the Opposi-fl 
tion, not to the principle of the bill, | 
but to the proposed law as written. |

ACTION TAKEN 
Specifically, Sections 55, 56. 57, 59,1 

60, 61, 62, 63. 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 70,1 
71, 73, 74. 75, 76, 79. 80, 82 and 831 
were ratified in committee; and! 
Sections 51, 52. 54, 58. 68, 72, 77, 781 
and 81 stood over for further review.1 

| Minor amendments were being ad- fl 
| vanced by the Government as the] 
committee proceeded.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., complained I 
the late arrival of a bill of auchfl 
importance, coupled with fresh | 
bills being brought down by i 
in the dying hours of the session! 
Under such conditions there was! 
little opportunity for careful review fl 
of impending legislation, he said.

Section 51 was stood over when it I 
was brought out that municipalities fl 
could be assessed with the costs of j 
continuing safety inspectors and! 
supervisors to be named by the fl 
commission. Section 54 was stood fl 
over on the issue of unlimited sal­
aries.

Dealing with the fixing of rates,] 
Premier Pattullo said :

MAY WAIT YEAR 
“I venture to say that before any g 

important rates are set, we will have! 
another meeting of the Legislature.! 
Let us get on with this now and! 
make a start, and then we can g 
amend it as experience dictates.”

The committee pressed on, wit!
R. H. Carson, deputy speaker, 
the chair. Sections passed in swiftP 
succession, over continued objec-f 
lions. Section 58 was halted when! 
it developed that the commis 
would only be required “to give suclvg 
notice of the heying as it 
proper to such persons as it 1 
proper.”

Section 71, giving the comn 
injunction powers, was ratified, and| 
the following section, 72, vesting I 
the commission with pertain powers | 
of the Supreme Court, was stood! 
over. Section 77, stating the find-F 
ings of the commission on questions 1 
of fact “shall be binding and con-1 
elusive upon all persons and in alll 
courts,” was stood over. The bill® 
was pressed ahead, the commits 
reaching the end of Part VII before | 
rising to report progress for the <

Be Prorogued by 
Middle of Week

FOUR message bills reached 
the floor of the Legislature 

Just before the House rose tor 
Its sixth week-end recess, late 
last evening. Measures to 
legalize and regulate credit 
unions, to extend a $55,000 
provincial guarantee. to the 
South Westminster Diking 
District, and to amend 
Mineral and Placer M 
Acts were introduced 
Government benches,
"celved first reading.
House rose at 10:50 p.m.1 — m. on Monday. Proro- 

for
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(Premier Says House 
To Put Courts Right 
On B.C. Fuel Control

Bolster Bill Amending Act Given Second Reading 
—Amendment Made Retroactive Saying Legis­

lation Not Based on Macdonald Report

THE British Columbia Government’s tilt with the courts! 
over gasoline control flared into open defiance in the Leg-| 
islature last evening, Premier Pattullo declaring the! 

House supreme, and announcing the intention of the Adminis-| 
tration to “put the court right upon^this^ssue/^

The Premier spoke in defence of I 
bill to bolster up the Coal and j 

Petroleum Products Control Board! 
Act by declaring retroactively that! 
the act was not based on the Mac- j 
donald Fuel Commission’s report I 
and that it was intra vires in every | 
respect.

"It is all very well to say we can-1 
not consider the actions of the I 

lurts in this Legislature. Of course I 
we can. Where is the final author-1 
lty, if not in the Legislature? Not-a 
withstanding the fact the legisla-f 
tion is before the courts, surely this!

llslature has the right to sayfl 
what it intended. They admitr-even| 
counsel admit—that this act, peri 
see, is intra vires. I say it is then 
duty of this Legislature to put the! 
court right upcn thi$ issue, and that! 
we have a perfect right to do it,’j| 
Premier Pattullo declared.

OPPOSITION OBJECTS 
The amending bill went th 

second reading without a division J 
after a short debate in which th 
Opposition differed sharply from 
the Administration both in discuss-] 
tag the issue at all, and also 

Ming that the parent act had notfl 
been based on the Macdonald re-| 
(port. Attorney-General Wismer in-j 
troduced the measure.

Mr. Wismer discussed the genesii 
of the legislation at some length ii 
went into arguments used by the] 

tace in the suit of the oil com4 
against himself-as. Attorjwyi 

irai; named Mr, Justice Man-j 
declared he was still of thi 
view, and appealed to thd 

House to pass the retroactive meas-|! 
ore, which bore directly on some om 
the points at issue in litigation nmsj 
pending.

"We were held to be bound by the! 
Macdonald report, which I doubt ill 
more than two Members of the Leg-f 
islature had read when the act wai 
passed last year, and on the allega-f 
tion that we were attempting tel 

with oil companies in Cali-I 
i It was also held that we were) 
attempting to interfere wlthTTW 
and commerce. This Government! 
this Legislature, never had any such! 
Intentions. We were only seeking toi 

with the price of coal, and the! 
price of gasoline. The Court of Ap-I 

upheld the Supreme Court in-T 
so I thought it my duty tol 

In this bill," said Mr. Wismer j 
chief law officer of the Crown. 

EKOVISIONS EETRO ACTIVE
f t sections of thel 
the parent act byfl

report made or to be made by the| 
Commissioner appointed by thel 
Lieutenant -Governor - in - Councils 
under the Tublic Inquiries Act’ ong] 
the twenty-ninth day of November, || 
1934; and in construing this act and 
in ascertaining its purpose, taten-l 
tion, scope and effect no reference | 
shall be made to any such reports;! 
and the board shall regulate and| 
control the coal and petroleum in­
dustries In their Provincial aspects | 
only; and in Axing the price of any| 
product or commodity in its Pro-1 
vtacial aspect and shall not fix thel 
price of any product or commodity | 
or of any industry for the purpose! 
of affording protection or assistance H 
to any other industry or commodity, | 
and this act shall not apply to they 
Importation or export from the| 
Province of any product or com-| 
modity."

Led by R. L. Maitland, K.G., Con­
servative leader, the Opposition E 
protested the bill.

DANGEROUS PRECEDENT
"I must say that I regard it as I 

a very dangerous precedent, without I 
going into the merits of the law-g 
suit. To introduce legislation to| 
Overcome a lawsuit, making the bill y 
retroactive, is very bad precedent pi 
and bad practice. If the facts are!

! there, the act of this Legislature | 
j will not wipe them out," Mr. Malt- ( 
land declared.

Mr. Wismer—I am doing this as g 
an extra precaution, and in order I 
to save an unnecessary trip to the | 
Privy Council.

Mr. Maitland—Well, I think you I 
will land there anyway; either you I 
or somebody else. I suggest that the | 
Government bring coal and petro- | 

1 leum under the Public Utilities Bll

iTWO PLATOONS
Municipal Committee Re-| 
ports Favorably on Fire­

men’s Act Amendment

Approval ol a bin to make It com- 
pulaory rather than permissive lor 
aU munlcIpaUtlea with paid lire de-| 
pertinents to operate them on 1 
two-platoon system was reported ™ 
the Legislature yesterday afternoon 
by the standing committee on muni­
cipal affaira.

The bUl to amend the present two- 
platoon act along theee n~, was 
opposed by representatives of 
Oak Bay Council before 

; bills CO]

I additional firemen, thereby tacreas-]
I tag the . burden of the taxpayers.

The municipal committee con-1 
I sidered the amendment in camera I 
I yesterday morning before making! 
I its report to the House. The House | 
I gave leave for the bill to proceed.

IGovernment Files 
Taxation Changes 

Before Assembly]
■New 15 Per Cent Tax on Corporation Reserves I 

Held Excessive, and Blanket Rate on Life Insur­
ance Companies Intended in New Bill

PROMISED adjustment with life insurance companies, foil 
lowing conferences held in Toronto this year, and changes! 
I in the income tax to establish a tax of 15 per cent on ex-1 

| cessive reserves were introduced in the British Columbia Leg-I 
| islature yesterday by Hon. John Hart, as a message bill fri 
1 the Crown.

COUNCILS MAY 
BE SUPERSEDED

Franchise Enabling Legisla­
tion Subject to Terms of 

Public Utilities Act

With the inclusion of a clause to 
make the transportation franchise 
enabling legislation, sought by the 
four municipalities of Greater Vic­
toria, subject to the provisions of 
the Government's Public Utilities 
Act, the proposed amendment to the 
Municipal Act has the approval of 
Premier T. D. Pattullo and lion. A. 
Wells Gray, it was announced by E. 
H. Bridgman, deputy minister of 
municipal affairs, in the municipal 
committee of the Legislature yester­
day morning.

The question was raised as to 
I whether any by-law authorizing or 
; adopting any franchise agreement 

should be made subject to approval 
! by the Lieutenant - Governor - in- 

Council, as proposed in the draft 
amendment to the act.

PROTECTION FOR PUBLIC 
j G. H. Lawson, K.C., municipal 
j counsel for Oak Bay, pointed out 

that if by any chance the Public 
Utilities Act were declared ultra 
vires the condition that approval by 
order-to-councll should be obtained 
would provide protection for 

j public.
Mr. Bridgman agreed with this, 

view, remarking that the inch 
of the clause would not in any 

j Invalidate the Public Utilities Act.
In reply to Atwell D. King, coun­

sellor the British Columbia El« 
Railway Company, Mr. Lawson 
that all the provisions of the 
posed amendment to the Munich 
Act would be superseded by the Pul 

| 11c Utilities Act.
Following discussion in cam 

I the committee approved the ami 
I ment in the form in which it 
| drafted.

Following budget announcement! 
of no changes in taxation, 
measure to amend the Income *
Act came as a surprise.

The new income tax, it is under-] 
stood, will fall on undistributi 
profits of corporations held in re-] 
serves, and will apply to "i 
tributed gains and profits which, 1 
the opinion of the Minister (ol 
Finance), are in excess of what ; 
reasonably required Jor the conduct] 
of its (the corporation’s) business.’’! 
An appeal to the Cabinet from 1 
minister’s ruling is provided.

FLAT RATE TAX
Life insurance companies are 

be taxed 2% per cent on 
premiums, in lieu of all other taxes,I 
including bonus taxes, imposed nowg 
on these companies. It is believ< 
that the. change, when explained,! 
will implement an understand! 
reached between the life insurant* 
companies and th? treasury soir 
months ago, when treasury officials! 
were at Toronto. The bill received! 
first reading.

Hon. A. W. Gray introduced a bill! 
to implement Federal law with re-| 
spect to loans to municipalities for! 
local improvements, already fore-f 
cast. The bill, however, is made! 
retroactive to June 25, 1938, and" 
takes in "any public body" as wel 
as municipalities. Under its 
the Government would have pow 
to approve of loans to municipal!-j 
ties or other public bodies undei 
the Federal law, with security to 1 
established to the satisfaction of] 
the Province. The bill was givenj 
one reading.



|Telford Will Resign 
Seat to Test Bridge 

Charges in Election!
[Member of C.C.F. Party in Legislature Awaiting| 

Decision of Constituency Organization—Al­
leges Irregularities in Building of Structure

I \ 7ANC0UVER, Dec. 3 W.—Dr. Lyle Telford said today he, 
/ hoped to decide definitely within a few days whether he 

would resign his seat in the British Columbia Legislature

I
so he could fight out, in a by-election campaign, “much more 
serious charges” in connection with construction of the nev 
Pattullo Bridge over the Fraser River at New Westminster.

Dr. Telford Is Co-operative Com-1

I mon wealth Federation member for g 
Vancouver-East.

Earlier in the week Dr. Telford

I withdrew charges he had made in 
the Provincial Legislature that the 
Government had spent $300,000 
more than it needed to for steel 
used in building the bridge, opened 

► traffic last year.
The withdrawal was made before I 

bile accounts!

I committee after Dr. Telford fail» 
to substantiate the charges by evi*| 

dence.
„ NO DECISION YET

The provincial executive of thej 
C.CJF. must approve the resignation 
before it can take effect. Herbert! 
Gargravc, provincial party secre-T 
tary, said Dr. Telford consulted with! 

some members of the executive., butT 
decision would be announced! 
| until after officers of the constltu-j 

ncy party organization were con-1 
[suited.

Dr. Telford said he withdrew the|

I charges in the committee "becau 
of certain technicalities.”

“But I am prepared to stake my]

I future political career on prej 
them,” he said.

ISSUES STATEMENT 
Dr. Telford issued this statement:! 

“It was with regret that I tem-f 
porarlly withdrew my charges re-1 
garding the Pattullo Bridge affair | 
before the public accoimts commit-1 
tee- at Victoria. I did so, not be­
cause I considered these charges 
untrue, but because of certain tech­
nicalities which I could not at the 
moment overcome and because of a 
serious let-down on the part of one 

of my material witnesses.
“Now, after further investigation,| 

11 am prepared to make much morel 
■ serious and extensive charges ini 
1 connection with the whole business! 
I and construction of the Pattullo | 

I Bridge.
CONFIDENT OF CHARGE 

“So confident am I of the truthl 
of my charges, that I have already! 
consulted representatives of my con- 
stituency requesting them to permit! 
me voluntarily to resign my seat ln| 
the Legislature and run against 

Government candidate in a by-elec­
tion there, solely pn the Pattutlo | 
| Bridge question.

“This matter is at present under I

I advisement by them and I hope fori 
a definite decision within the next] 

few days.
"The serious nature of this bridge I 

I scandal, which is a miniature rep-1 
I etltion of the P.G.E. and Beauhar-1 
I nois scandals, warrants appointment I 
I of a royal commission to investigate I 

lit from beginning to end. J
“Political patronage and graft are I 

curse of this province. These | 
| evils lower the efficiency, integrity | 

■ . ------------- of practically <

ready overburdened taxpayers; in2 
fact, to that ol every citizen of thef 
province.

“I am, therefore, forced to the I 
conclusion that this bridge transac-R 
tlon, which is only a typical ex-f 
ample of what is going on all the g 
time, warrants serious considera­
tion on the part of everv Intelligent.| 
citizen, and that a determined ef­
fort must be made to eradicate this 1 
social evil before we can hope tog 
make much progress.

“For these reasons, I am exceed-1 
ingly anxious to gain the permis-1 
sion of my constituents represent-J 
atives to resign my sèat in the Leg­
islature and contest a by-election | 
on the bridge issue.

“After all, the people are the final! 
court of appeal, and upon their de- U 
cision in this matter I am willing | 
to stake my future political career.” |

Reductions in Land 
Settlement Arrears 
May Be Implementei

Scaling Down of Compound Interest Accunmla-j 
lions on Mortgage Loans and Agreements for 

Sale Anticipated in B.C. Legislation

L
EGISLATION to scale down $1,250,000 worth of arrearsl 
in principal and interest owed to the Land Settlement! 
Board directly and also through the former Agricultural! 

Credits Commission is expected to be introduced in the British! 
Columbia Legislature this week, it was learned yesterday on| 
reliable authority.

The amount of the reduction in ■"Changes in electoral law, where 
outstanding payments by mortgagors B candidates' election deposits and a 
and agreement holders under the ■ mail-card system of voting registre» 
board could not be ascertained; al- ; J j tion were advocated, are to be stood 
though, it is understood, compound B over for a year; but the recarving of 
interest is to be abolished retro- B provincial ridings is to go ahead, 
actively, and some concessions made B with the bill now in course of 
in reappraisal of .property values. ■ preparation.

For several months past the Gov- B Among new bills entering the 
ernment has been conducting a House on Friday evening, the Credit 
snecial inquiry into the position of B Unions Act turned out to be a 
those who received loans under thé^J proclamation measure, to commence 
Agricultural Credit Commission, B only at the pleasure of the Lieuten- 
later taken over by the Land Settle- B ant-Governor in Council, and 
ment Board, and into the position B amendments to Mineral and Placer 
of those who bought board lands in Mining Acts are, in part, dated bills 
settlement areas upon agreements M concerning changes to be applied in 
for sale.. William Turnbull, special B June next year, 
adviser to the Department of Lands, H BILL WILL PASS
has been conducting the inquiry.B _. .. . , . .

,Hls recommendations are understood! ch‘!‘ «laU5eL^ ‘he PubUc|
now to have gone before the Cabinet, H Utilities Bill have, with few excep- I 
with the expectation a bUl to amend ■ tions, been considered in oommlttee, f 
the Land Settlement and Develop- M and that measure, when reprinted, is 
ment Act wUl be Introduced within H expected to pass the House on the 
the next few days. » ■ strength of the Administration’s

ADVANCES $5,134,76» * majority, assisted possibly by the
. .. ,,, , ■ left-wing section of the Opposition.In the public accountsfor the m Con8ervatlves Bre opposing ^ tenM

calendar year ending December 31 ■ . .. hm 
! last, the board pointed to $127,058 ■ *
worth of mortgages foreclosed;* <*** whlP6 ***** °'
«67,657 in agreements surrendered. ■ Thursday as the possible date of 
and «18»,956 in principal outstand-* Prorogation, adjournment sine <Ue 
ing on part of the agreements for* may be a little later in the week U 
sale. The same report told of*“>« tuU le6lstatlve programme is 
*5,134,768 in advances from the * advanced. The session began on

1 treasury for the purposes of the |H October 46. 
board under the various schemes g 
administered.

Exclusive of South Okanagan, re­
clamation and irrigation projects 
believed to be outside the scope of 
the revision at present, approxim­
ately $1,250,000 is said to be out­
standing in arrears, largely as a 
result of accumulations of com­
pound interest. Writing off part of 
this sum is intended.

Entering the seventh and probably 
the final week of the session, the 
Legislature has yet to receive the 
redistribution bill, by way of amend­
ments to the Constitution Act; the 
municipal superannuation bill, pos­
sibly as a separate measure uncon­
nected with the provincial scheme; 
annual amendments to the Munic­
ipal Act, containing some new Added 
clauses concerning utilities and other 
matters; the Land Settlement 
Board measure, and whatever re­
mains undisclosed of the Govern­
ment's legislative programme for 
this session.

LIMITED TAX CHANGES 
Changes in the Income Tax Act, it 

was unofficially explained yesterday, 
will be more confined than appeared 
on the surface. The fifteen per cent 
on corporation reserves held exces­
sive by the Treasury will apply prin­
cipally to family holding companies, 
of which perhaps half a dozen cases 
exist in this I
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Note and Comment
By Sandham Graves

•Horrors, unimaginable, happened] 
to the Marble Clock on Friday. Pic­
ture Andromeda chained to a sea-j 
girt rock by order of the angry gods, 
while the tide rose Inch by Inch to| 
her very chin. Picture the ship­
wrecked mariner eating the last 
crumb of his last sea-biscuit, without 
a sail In sight. Picture the Marble 
Clock, with entreating arms pinioned 
at 3:14, pjn. precisely, while Parlia­
ment made law at 3:15, at 3:35, at 
4:05 p.m. Oh! Horrors!

Pull up the bllâd» said the House. 
Fetch a flashlight said the Govern- i 
ment. We know where there Is ai 
wee bit of a candle said the Oppo­
sition. This Is mockery said an hon­
orable Member from Pqmle. Up, 
went the blinds, and In «une a little 
daylight, like the grey ghost of the 
storm Itself, murky and /dispirited. 
I can almost see said the Chair. 
Take this torch said the Govern-* 
ment. What about us said the Op- 

_ ' position? You can hear, can’t you, 
l:-' said the Chair; but nobody thought 

of the Clock!

EXTRAORDINARY LEGISLATION

Never shall the Clock forget It.

I There sat Parliament In the full 
panoply of Its majesty; learned, dig­
nified and honorable. There beamed 
the Clock with high and marbled 
countenance; telling off the minutes, 
precisely sixty seconds apart. From 
2:30 to 2:45 pm. all was in the very 
best of order. The Government pro­
posed. The Opposition opposed. The 
Chair kept order. The Pages sped 
with glasses of water. The Clock 
gave up Its minutes lingeringly, lov­
ingly; as one who bestowed the grace 
of history upon a great occasion.

The House opened the Light Bill

I at 2:55 pm. by the Clock; and who 
should know better? Here was a 
great moment, passing solemnly into 
history. Here was reality. High up 

tfrom the rafters hung six glittering 
landellers, epitomizing light, and 

and power. The Government 
proposed. The Opposition opposed. 
The Chair kept order. The Clock 
struck another posture with its arms f ■ 
apart, at 2:55 pm., at 2:56 pm., at 
2:57 pm., and so on to 3 pm., when 
the lights, Incontinently, blinked.

Yes, the lights blinked; went out 
for a moment in an unofficial recess; 
came back again as If they had for­
gotten something; left again to, a 
hurry, without a trace of apology. 
The Clock stopped! Yes, It did; 
stopped with Its arms upraised, its 
countenance aghast. Time, you see, 
was going on, and the Clock couldn’t 
keep up with It. Horrors, the Clock 
was losing face; losing time. The 
angry god of light had struck It 
numb.

Shall the section pass, said the 
Chair. Yes, said the Government. | 
No, said the Opposition. So that 
section passed. A spirit light floatedj 
eerily In at the northwest portal;-! 
the noble Member for Fertile had 
found a pitlamp. The Light Bill 
shone in the pale golden beam of 
the flashlight. The Chair saw the 
Bill. The noble Member for Femie 
saw the Bill. We can’t see, said 
honorable Members. You can hear, 
can’t you, said the Chair. Yes, hon­
orable, learned and distinguished

I Members could hear. Hear, then,||?j 
the next section; shall it pass? The 
Government said yes. The Opposi­
tion said no. Prostrated, the Clock 
said nothing. So that section passed.

Ten minutes passed in the storm- 
lashed world outside. Time stayed 
still in the House. It was still 3:14 

[p.m. by the Clock. Ten more min­
utes rushed by outside, joining the 
legions of the Past. Still 3:14 pm. 
wailed the Clock. Sections were 

1 heard and recognized; agreed and 
amended; supported and opposed; as 
ttfe House pressed on in the dark. 
Getting somewhere whispered the 
A.G. Getting nowhere said the L.O. 
Can’t see said Grand Forks, or 
Golden, or was it Peace River? Well, 
shall we call It off said the P.M. 
Yes, said the House. Yes, said the 
Chair. So we called it off; at 4:05 
pm. by stem-winders; at 3:14 by the 
Marble Clock.

Although obviously Intended to, the Bill now 
before the Legislature, entitled “An Act to amend 
the ‘Coal and Petroleum Product» Control Board 
Act,' ” will have no effect on any case before the 

fl Courts. It is a piece of legislation, designed, In 
the first place, to dissociate the main Act from 
any intention of Implementing Or carrying Into 
effect the findings of the Commissioner who In­
vestigated coal and gasoline prices. This Is, of j 

• course, an absurdity, as the Commissioner’s re- 
|port was a prelude to the Act, and it was upon 
its findings that the legislation Is based.

The amending Act states that Section 41 of 
Chapter 8 of the main Act shall be retroactive 
and shall be construed as if originally contained 

jin the “Coal and Petroleum Products Control! 
Board Act, passed on the Tenth day of Decem- 

H^ber,- 1937, and shall be deemed always to have

■

The lights came back again; but 
now the Clock was late. At 3:02 
pm. by independent timepieces it 
read 3:01 pm.; sixty seconds late! 
At 3:10 pm. by mere stem-winders, 
it said 3:09 pm. The Chair said, 
shall the section pass? The Govern­
ment said yes. The Opposition said 

So that section passed, in the

||llg^^t. Far outside, in a dim, remote 
world with no visible connection with 
this resplendent world, a southwest 
gale scrambled a hundred wires, and 

ta lights went out again; winked in 
and winked out; blinked twice pro­
digiously, went jut for good.

Fifty-one minutes lost out of his» 
tory; think of it, calmly if you can.fi 
Fifteen sections of the Light Bill, Ej 
heard in the dark; fifteen sections g 
read by torchlight; fifty-one minute 
forever lost to the Clock. Oh! An­
dromeda, better had the tide washed 
over your head! Oh! Sailor, sooner 
should you have starved to death, 
than to have this happen. To lose 
ffîty-one minutes from the roll of 
the Ages! The House adjourned in 
thç dark; leaving the Clock to its 
mortification, alone in the dark!

At 8:15 p.m. the lights were ong 
again. At 8:15 pm. the House wa; 
back again; and going into the Llgh 
Bill. At 8:15 «pm. the Clock 
8:15 pm.—but it blushed while it] 
said it, having skipped almost 
hour!

There in the dark sat the House,

I sat the Government, sat the Oppo­
sition. sat the Pages, sat sundry 
other persons, and the nonplussed 
Marble Clock. As for the Clock, It 

s out, cold. Not just a faint, not 
rely a relapse, not Just sixty < 
ïs behind with history ; but inert, | 
yess and cold; at 3:14 pm., ac­
ting to its stiffening arms, but at-i 

pm. by everybody else. Oh ft 
ijture now Andromeda with 
ty waves lapping at her i 

, the mariner, ticking the ll 
* of

had effect from that date and shall affect legisla-| 
tlon pending at the time of Its enactment.” Suchl 
legislation must be unprecedented, for the pur-1 
pose appears to be an effort by an Attorney-u 
General, through the Government and the Legls-| 
lature of which he is a Member, to improve 
position before the courts at the expense of his 
opponents. In effect, the Government seeks 
authority from the Legislature to step in and 
Interfere with a matter already before the Courts, 
after the highest Court in the Province has ruled 
that evidence concerning the relationship be­
tween the Act governing coal and petroleum 
products and the Commission which investigated 
these matters is admissible. There is the at­
tempt, therefore, on the part of the Attorney-! 
General to nullify the effect of the Court's ruling,! 
and to shut out evidence that the Appeal Court| 
has said is admissible.

The legislation is designed to infringe on ^hel 
jurisdiction of the Courts and create a precedent! 
if a character which does not seem to have a I 
larallel in British law annals. It constitutes a I 
angerous precedent and one which should be| 
ombatted vigorously in the Legislature. Thel 
ovemment is attempting to arrogate a right! 
hich it could not consider for a moment giving!

a private litigant. The Legislature is being! 
.sked to give aid to the Attorney-General in an j 
ction now before the Courts, a procedure which! 

int.ra
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cgislature Clears 
Departmental Votes 
At Evening Sitting

| Balance of Supply Bill Totaling $29,766,592 Ap- 
] proved, After Review of Road Maintenance and 

Other Appropriations for Year 1939-40

I

Note and Comment
By Sandham Graves

On my desk this morning, brought 
by a’little blue bird, was quite the 
best report of parliament that 
have read in a long time—of a par-: 
liament of adults as seen by one ot 
the serious young people who attend 

Jjour schools. With only minor omis- 
Isions to avoid personalities, the re­

port, in letter form, is presented 
here unchanged:

IRTUALLY completing à total supply bill of $29,766,592, | 
the British Columbia Legislature sat late last evening t 
clean up deferred votes in the Departments of Public! 

Works, Attorney-General and elsewhere in the book of 
mates. . —

The district road votes under­
went their annual debate, with a 
c'ash between northern members as 
to the suggested route of a Peace 
River outlet, when there is to be a 
Peace River outlet. Proponents of 
the Peàce Pass route vied with the 
Monkman Pass adherents in a dis­
cussion of the best route to the 
coast. Premier Pattullo capped the 
discussion by stating that at pres­
ent British Columbia had more 
bread than butter to go on it, in 
so far as road expenditures were 
concerned.

Colin Cameron (C.C.P., Comox) 
appealed for the Say ward link on 
Vancouver Island, stating aban­
doned logging grades could be used 
I there to provide most of the sug­
gested connection with the high­
way system of the province. From 
nearly every riding there were ap­
peals ^0 complete roads commenced, 
but not linked up.

PUBLIC WORKS
| Estimates in the Department of 

iblic Works called for $3,259,750
in the coming year, compared with 
$3,069,614 in the year closing.

Changes included $1,500 more for 
(the portfolio; $25,000 for a prelim- 
I inary survey on the British Colum- 
[bia-Alaska highway; $20,000 addi­
tional for roads, bridges and ferries, 
in a total vote of $2,179,570 net;
$115,000 more for repairs to build­
ings; $23,000 more for administra­
tion; $23,000 more for maintenance 
of the Legislative Buildings and 
grounds; $14,000 additional for of­
fice supplies; $10,000 for furniture 
and equipment; $5,500 more for 
power, light and water; and some 
small salary additions in the lower 
brackets.

Detailed, main votes included an­
nual road, bridge and ferry main­
tenance at $2,179,570; repairs to 
provincial buildings, $447,597; ad­
ministration, $331,592; maintenance 
of Legislative Buildings and grounds,
$188,770; maintenance at Govern­
ment House, $28,218; local high­
ways within municipalities, $25,000;
Alaska road survey, $25,000; elec­
trical energy Inspection, $19,022; 
minister’s office, $12,630; highway 
sign grants, $2,350; and steam boiler 
inspection, one dollar net, but 
$35,854 gross.

Sits Late—Held up by 
| filibuster on roadi, the British Co-1 
Jlumbla Legislature continued until j 
I an early hour this morning. Road I 
P votes In the Department of Works I 
Lwere ratified.

‘‘Dear Aunt Sarah:
"I must tell you what Mummy 

and I did last night. It was great 
fun. We went down to the Par­
liament Buildings. Mummy asked 
Daddy to go with us, and all he 
said was that they were a bunch 
of (censored) and never did any­
thing anyway; and Mother said 
he talked through his hat, and 
Daddy got red In the face and 
said he wasn't. And oh, Aunt 
Sarah, it was fun. We went any­
how. My, those are long steps 
to the big door, and Mother said 
she wondered how fat polltlshuns 

| ever got to the top. We went in 
Q the door, and a man showed us 
$ how to go up in the elevator. A 
m little fat, round man went up with 
0 us, too, and Mummy whispered

I that he was (a Member) He 
pressed the button for us, and 
said he only wlsht that was all he 
had to do to make things move, 
and Mummy and he laughed. I 
don't see anything funny in that, 
do you, Aunt Sarah? Anyway, 
we got to the floor we wanted and 
went down a long hall. My, it 
was quiet, and I asked Mum if it H 
was like this all the time, and she A 
said yes, and chuckled a bit. 
Then we came to a door and 
Mother gave the man a ticket and 
(he) showed us to a seat, and we 
could look down and see men sit­
ting at desks just like we have at 
school, only a lot bigger. They 
looked so funny. Some of the 
desks had apples on them. We 
couldn’t have apples on our desks 
at school, why should they? 1 
asked Mummy and she said they 
got hungry, sometimes. But they 
didn’t look like that. Most of 
them had bald heads and were 
fat. And oh,' Aunt Sarah, there 
was a man sitting right at the 
end of the room, with a tunny hat 
on, just like some of the tunny 
hats that Mum’s friends wear 
when they come to tea. He looked 
so stem, Just like Daddy looks 
when he Is going to use the hair 
brush if I’ve been bad. He had 
a bell which he rang two 
and then he would bang it 

iher, when soi

these men talked too much, and] 
they did a whole lot. One man 
with his hair parted in the middle ] 
and hanging Just over his eyes 1 
was getting red In the face anr* j 
telling the little fat 
in the elevator about some coalil 
oil brought into the court, ill 
asked Mum what it was and she| 
said it was Petrolum, or something H 
like that, and it had been token | 
to court. That was where Daddy 
was when the cop stopped him j 
for speeding once when we went 1 
on a picnic. I asked Mummy why J 
they took a can of oil to court I] 
and If it had done anything || 
wrong, and she said don’t bf J 
silly, it was the gas company. .T 
wonder if our garage man will b^ ] 
put into court? Do you think i _ 
Aunt Sarah? Then the little fal 
man got up and we couldn’t, heai ]■ 
him very well, and all the meif ; 
on his side banged their desks j 
My, if we did that In school tiv j, 
teacher would bang our hands \ 
with a ruler, but this man didn’t. 
And gdess what I saw, Auntie? j 
Two men cutting one of those jj 
apples in half, and eating it i] 
right In the room! No one told j 
them to go out or stop, and they | 
kept on talking. And one man j 
put his feet up on the desk. Oh. | 
it was fun. We left just after j 
that.

"Yours ever, Auntie, 
"Mary.’’

So there you have a .picture 
how Parliament looks to a schi 
child. It is only fair to add th: 
as seen from above, all men appei 
little; and that men old enough 
be In Parliament at all are apt 
be at least of the years of genei 
girth and ample discretion. Yoi 
can see that the hero of the 
was the Member-in-the-Elevator| 
who longed for an all-inclusive but 
ton. Nor were the apple-eaters] 
hungry; they were merely follow­
ing the adage. You know it begins:
an apple a day keeps ----- and so
on. On the whole, the report Is 
just and accurate; and shows how 
sharp are little eyes, both at home 
and abroad. I am distinctly great­
ful to the little blue bird, for the 
best report of parliament I have 
seen in a great long while. On the 
whole, perhaps children should not 
be taken to see a parliament; they 
see too much! Conversely, maybe 
Members in Parliament should be 
taken once in a while to see a 
school. I am sure they would be e- 
flt; but they would never agree a .th 
Teacher about apples and des.xs. 
They would need a Royal Commis­

sion to find the missing x and y; 
1er an Act of Parliament to declare 
that the answer In the back of the 
book was suspended, and that the 
facts would be as the act stated 
them to be, retroactively to the end 
of the last fiscal year, but one'. In 
any event, I am grateful to the little 
blue bird. If we don’t soon learn 
to laugh at ourselves we will ossify!

Final Section of 
Macdonald Fuel 

Report Received

The third and final section 
of the report of the Mac­
donald Commission on coal 

and gasoline was placed In the 
hands of the British Colum­
bia Oovemment yesterday.
The report was not referred 
to In the Legislature during 
the day.

UNIVERSITY
Government Taking Author-; 
ity to Spend Up to $350,- 
000 on U.B.C. Buildings

Authority for the Lieutenant-1 
Govemor-in-Council to spend up toi 

1,000, under the Department of§ 
iblic Works, in new buildings and] 
luipment at the University of I 
irltish Columbia was Introduced lnl 

Legislature yesterday by Hon.| 
fohn Hart, by way of a bill tof| 

|amend the B.C. Loan Act of 1936.fi 
House proceeded with legisla- 

lon at its afternoon sitting.
Introduced and also read a first!

I time was the Municipal Superan-f 
[nuation Bill, laid before the Houses 

Hon. Dr. G. M. Weir. Other newij 
.ills introduced from the Govern-!

It side included amendments 
Ithe Game Act, Municipal Act,] 
[Municipal Elections Act, Village | 
Municipalities Act, and the Venereal | 
Diseases Suppression Act. Samuel I 
Guthrie (C.C.F., Cowichan-New-I 
castle) brought in a bill to amend] 
the Coroner’s Act.

First readings followed all round ;| 
the Opposition complaining of 
press of new legislation in the final] 
iweek of the session.

TAXATION CHANGES 
From the Treasury benches, Mr.|

| Hart explained changes in the In-|
I come Tax Act, offered for second!
I reading, but adjourned in debate.! 
ilhe Government proposed to apply §
I the 15 per cent surtax to undis-F 
Ktributed profits held in the reserves] 
|of some six holding companies with-;
I in the province, on the ground that, I 
Hhad the dividends been paid, share-|
I holders would have been individu-1 
!j ally liable for the impost. The gen-1 
lend corporation tax would remain | 
yunchanged.

In respect to life insurance com-g 
1 panics, the Government proposed!
I to raise the tax to 2% per cent on. ( 
i gross premiums, exempting bonuses®
I returned to policyholders, without! 
j affecting net revenue in any sub-| 

lJstantlal particular, Mr. Hart said.
R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conservative! 

| leader, adjourned debate before sec-fj 
j ond reading on the Income Tax Bill, | 
land also cm the bill to legalize and!
I control credit unions, a proclama-] 
Ition measure. Mrs. R. P. Steevi 
j spoke in favor of the credit union]
| measure, urging the Government 1 
j go further and encourage the pro-1 
I motion of co-operative unions, pool-]? 
jlng the savings of small investors.

Hon. A. W. Gray explained a bill j 
1 to ratify a new Government guar-]
* antee ot $55,000 to the South W a 
1 minster Irrigation district, stati 
ithe money was required to retli 
] existing loans and to finance re-1 
J placement and new works. Second] 
j reading followed.

MINING LAW
Second readings followed In i 

I for bills to amend the Mineral Act, 
j and a companion measure to amend]
■ the Placer Mining Act,
1 by Hon. W. J. Asselatine. The Mln-|
I lster of Mines said both bills i 
I bring In the Government’s plan 
1 insure active development qf n 
I leases, prevent blanket stakfc 
I ground by land speeul 
] improve the position of ]
I where genuine developing 
I tended.
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THIRD READINGS 
Fretting on, with bills et the e 

ning sitting, .the House gave 
readings to the Fraser River bridge] 
transfer measure, under which thi 
former rail-and-road bridge, worth] 
$568,000 at its latest appraisal, 
be transferred to the Dominion; 
amendments to the Motor Vehicles] 
Act, renfoving accident liability in 
respect to casual car passengers; to 
companion amendments to the Con­
tributory Negligence Act; and to 
annual changes In the Noxious 
Weeds Act.

Bills to provide a change in the 
method of election of the chancellor 
and senate at the University of Brit­
ish Columbia, and dealing with the 
rights of the faculty council; to 
apply Federal law giving a right of 
appeal to the Court of Appeal on 
British Columbia divorças; to permit 
municipalities to borrow 2 per cent 
Federal money under the Province’s 
Supervision and guarantee; and to 
guarantee a loan ÿ< $55,000 for 
South Westminster were read and, 
completed in committee, some with ’ 
last-minute amendments.

SECOND READINGS 
Second readings followed for, the 

Credit Unions Act, a proclamation 
measure; the measure to authorize! 
the Government to/fcprpbw and] 
apply $350,000 for buildings at the 

Iversity of British Columbia under 
Loan Act of 1936; and the civic 

uation measure followed, 
ifore the House went into com­

mittee of supply on estimates.
Conservatives fought the Fraser 

Bridge transfer measure stubbornly, 
but were outvoted. Premier Pattullo 
reiterated that the Province had 
been faced with the prospect;* of 
spending $1,000,000 for a lift-span, 
or of handing the whole bridge over! 
to the Dominion. The latter course! 
had been decided upon, and the] 
transfer would take place imme­
diately. Meanwhile, the Province! 

.would renew Its,claim for some ade­
quate compensation In that regai 
having once suggested $1, 
from the Dominion as a cash settle­
ment.

The Government resisted eff<, 
to restrict the effect of the bill 
amend the Motor Vehicle Act, ai 
passed the law as presented.

NEV PENSION SCHEME 
FORCE DRASTIC CUT 
IN CMC ALLOWANCES

Second Reading Given Bill in Legislature Here—| 
Plan of Municipal Superannuation Is Short 1 

$1,700,000 in Funds, and Breaking , 
Down, Minister Tells House

fl had assumed other costs, including 1 
]J the cost of education, municipalities j 
I would not be left, as now, to flounder I 
] with new costs in a matter of dire | 
I necessity.

Municipalities had had their P 
[chance in 1934, Dr. Weir observed,J 
I moving second reading of the meas- \ 
J ure. Second reading followed, with- 
I out a division.

ASSERTING that funds in support of municipal pensions* 
schemes were now $1,700,000 short and that the whole® 
superannuation plan for civic employees was breaking |Hg &gj 

down, Hon. Dr. G. M. Weir moved second reading of the Mu-B 
nicipal Superannuations Bill in the Legislature after 10 o’clock^® ■* 
last evening. Second reading followed a short, sharp debate pjgpf ■ 
on the measure introduced only a few hours before.

C.C.F. Make Statement Acting H 
| for the OX3 JP. group in the Legis- 
| lature, Harold B. Winch,
I gave out a statement yçsftgday 8 
I stating that the par liai 
I group disassociated itself with thef 
I now exploded Pattullo bridge! 
1 charges, and would call on theg 
1 party’s executive to summon snfe 
I early meeting to discuss questions of ; 

"discipline and leadership.”
I group said specifically that it was I 
I not associated with Dr. Lyle Telford! 
I in his recent charges, nor in hisE 
[more recent talk of making the! 
I issue a teat at a by-election.

Dr. Weir explained the crux of the 
scheme, which cuts down existing 
pensions drastically, pools contribu­
tions to the fund, exacts 7 per cent 
from employers, and 4 per cent from 
employees, and creates a board of 
trustees to administer the plan, 
under provincial supervision. The 
new plan, Dr. Weir assured the 
House, was actuarially sound.

The Government will be respon­
sible for the cost of administration] 
only, and for the integrity of thi 
funds, to be set up under the Prov­
ince’s care, in Dominion and Pro­
vincial and Provlncially-guaranteed 
securities. Had municipal employees] 
gone in with the Provincial scheme 
in 1934 their position would now be 
20 to 25 per cent Improved. They 
had elected to remain out, and as a 
consequence the civic pension plant 
was on the verge of breaking down,] 

and would do so if the bill were not 
passed, Dr. Weir continued.

MEANS HARDSHIPS 
The new plan, continued the Pro­

vincial Secretary, meant hardships 
for those retired on relatively large 
pensions, now to be out to a frac­
tion of those sums, and hardships] 
also for lesser paid employees, some 
of whom had been many years in! 
municipal employment. THfe Gov-! 
emment had striven in an effort to 
see if minimum pensions could not 
be held at between $50 and $80, but 
found that Impossible on a plan 
that would carry Itself successfully. 
Municipal employees had agreed to 
the principle of the bill, he stated.

The new pensions will involve the 
payment of $30 a month after twenty 
years’ service, or $360 a year, with 
$1 per month for each year of service 
added after twenty years, and the 
right to purchase an annuity to eke 
out these sums. Employers will con­
tribute 7 per cent, employees 4 per 
cent, and the Government would 
maintain the fund at Its proper level.

FACES LIQtJDIATION 
Continuing, Dr. Weir said that 

figures in the bill would have to be 
accepted as they stood, or else the 
whole scheme would be thrown out 
of actuarial proportion. Municipal!- 

! "ouM be BlVMi t^ri|ht to ease

and out of thtir own funds. I 
a question of adopting the

m

Government had delayed Introduc­
tion of the bill until the last week 
of the session. Ten years ago, he 
said, the Legislature had been as­
sured that the superannuation 
scheme was sound. When the civic 
scheme was amended, and 1 per cent 
added from cities to make up for 
non-contributing pensions, the same 
assurance had been given. Now the 
House yas told the funds were short 
by $1,700,000. What assurance, he 
asked, was there that the scheme as 
now to be amended was any sounder?

PLAN GUARANTEED
Dr. Weir replied that actuarial in­

vestigations had been conducted, 
and that the proposed plan could be 
guaranteed, but only on its precise 
figures. Government costs in con­
nection with the scheme would be 
explained in committee stages; but 
he would remind the House that 
$395,000 had been put in estimates 
again this year for the Crown costs 
for Provincial pensions and the 
administration of superannuation 
schemes generally.

The plan meant breaking contracts 
with pensioners and their families, 
and might Involve the scaling down 
of $100 pensions to $26 or $27, Mr. 
Anscomb replied. If it were left to 
municipalities to increase the pen­
sions out of their own funds, there 
would be few increases, and those 
not on a even basis. He expressed 
the hope 'the new board of trustees 
would not be political appointees, 
but people versed in the subject. Mr. 
Anscomb asked again what would be 
the costs of the scheme, all round. 
The Government reiterated that 
costs would be discussed In com­
mittee.

VANCOUVER’S POSITION 
| Endorsing the principle of the 
bill, Aid. Fred Crone (Lib.-Vancou- 
ver) said that Vancouver had tried 
to keep up its obligations to the 
fund, but had been concerned for 
two years s&fr the way things were 
going. Vancouver, he said, had gone 
$750,000 Into the hole. The bill would 
dear the decks of the old scheme, 
eliminate pensions of $250 and $275 
a month now being paid to pest em­
ployees, and make the best of a bad 
Job all round. If the Government 
proceeded unde? the Bankruptcy 
Act,' there would be nothing left to 
hand out to the beneficiaries.

Mrs. R. P. Sleeves (C.CJ'.-North 
") favored the pool plan In
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|Rail Co-Ordination 
Urged by Executive 
Of Labor Federation!

| Convention Told Prompt Action Necessary in InJ 
terests of Taxpayer and Railway Workers 

—Ownership Issue Discounted

MONTREAL, Dec. 5 (/F).—Co-ordination of Canada*» 
railways and the country’s road and water transport ta 

i eliminate duplication, was urged today by the executive!
I board of the Canadian Federation of Labor at the start of its| 
| four-day convention.

The recommendation was referred liSBj 
| to the committee on reports for 
later discussion by delegates of the j 
federation's 52,000 members.

“The Insolvency of the railway I 
systems necessitates prompt action, I 
not only In the interest of the tax­
payers in general but particularly in I 
the interest of the railway workers,” 
said the report, prepared by the I 

yen executives of the federation. |
Two Of the executives are railway | 
employees.

DISMAL ALTERNATIVE 
“The alternative to co-ordination, I 

so far as railway workers are dl-| 
rectly concerned, Is the continuance 1 
and the extension of the present! 
process of staff reduction, with J 
part-time employment and gener-l 
ally depressed wage standards fori 
those who remain in railway service. |

“During the last seven years, iriore g 
than 50,000 railwaymen have lost I 
[their employment through piece- f 
meal measures of co-operation. |
These workers have received 

impensation whatever for the loss B 
of their Jobs, whereas in the United |
States and Great Britain railway I 
co-ordination has been carried out I 
with full provision for all the em- | 
ployees concerned. The whole bur- 
|den of the depression in the in-1 
dustry falls upon the lower-paid I 
workers, the higher officials artfg 
[never affected.

DEL IBERATELY CONFUSED 
“The (co-ordination) issue has g 

beAi deliberately confused in Can- I 
ada by the question of ownership. |
[Under the only method of complete | 
co-ordination that has been pro-1 
posed, ownership would not be af-1 
jfected. Assurance has been given | 
that adequate provision would 
made for all present employees I 
either by separation allowances tog 
maintain any displaced workers! 
while they were securing employ-1 
ment elsewhere, or by a reduction I 
of the pensionable age. The board!
[believes both these provisions should 1 
be Insisted upon by the federation, r 

“The board believes that the so-| 
lutlon of the railway problem is im­
perative if Canada is to provide I 
adequate protection for its citizens I 
against the vicissitudes of our pres- 
lent economic system and at the! 
same time escape national L»nk-1 

iptcy.”

mo#

Government Pushes 
B. C. Utilities Bill 
Ahead in Committee

Penalties of Up to $5,000 on Corporations, and g 
$1,000 on Mayors and Aldermen Written Into 

Measure—Year’s Stay Is Rejected

WITH penalty clauses providing for imposts of up tog 
$5,000 on corporations, $1,000 on mayors and aldermenr 
in their personal capacities, and from $20 to $500 on! 

other classes of offenders, the Public Utilities Bill ended its 
first committee stage yesterday in the British Columbia Legis­
lature.

Conservatives continued their 
drive against the severe wording of
the law; C.C.F. members pledged 
their support to it; and the Gov­
ernment pressed the bill ahead 
steadily in a three-hour sitting. At 
6 pun. the last section, No. 136, had[ 
been read, and nine-tenth.-.' of the 
thirty-seven-page measure ratified..

The bulk of Parts 8, 9, 11 and 12, 
of the bill were reviewed in com­
mittee; and PMt 10 stood over., 
dealing with reviews and appeals] 
from rulings of the intended Pub-j 
lie Utilities Commission.

ACTION TAKEN
Specifically, ratified sections in­

cluded 84, 85, 86, 87, 88. 89, 90, 92, 
93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 100, 112, 113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 124, 
125, 126, 128, 129 130, 131, 132, 133,' 
135 and 136. Sections stood over in­
cluded 91, 99, 101 to ill, inclusively; 
121, 122, 123, 127 and 134.

Amending the bill in a major 
particular, the Government changed 
sections referable to the consent of 
the Lleutenant-Govemor-in-Coun- 

8 ell, including under Section 134, the 
following sections: 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 

£]21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 32, 33, 39, 42, 
47, 49, ‘87, 98 and 100; in each case 
the final authority resting with the 
Administration, and not with the 
Intended utilities commission.

OPPOSE WORDING
Conservatives made a determined 

stand against Section 98, providing 
authority for the entry, operation 
and seizure of public utiliies defy­
ing the commission; and against 
specific and general penalty clauses 
in the whole bill. A stand was made 
also against Section 135, leaving 

§] blanket powers of regulation In the 
hands of the Lieutenant-Govemor- 
in-Council, subject to twenty days' 
notice in The British Columbia 
Gazette.

Not even the former Section 98 
pf the Criminal Code went as far 
as did Section 98 in the bill, R. L. 
Maitland, KG, observed. The sec­
tion, he declared, gave the Admin­
istration the power of the “big 
stick” over public utilities, and Was 
un-Canadian in its scope. Herbert 
Anscomb, Capt. M. F. Macintosh 
and L. H. Eyres joined their leader, 
objecting to the wording of the! 
clause.

PROPOSES HOIST
R. W. Bruhn (Cons, Salmon 

Arm) proposed a year's hoist to the 
bill, after the House had passed 
upon the measure in draft from. H. 
IQ. Perry (Lib, Fort George) Joined 
them, opposing blanket regulation' 
[clauses. The Government pressed] 
[ahead with the bill.

Penalties of from $20 to $1,000 for 
‘ivlduals, and from $1,000 to 

for corporations drew spirited 
tlon. It was pointed out that | 

of city councils

Mb
irdered to by the control authority.!

Penalties of $50 renewable da 
[were protested by Mr. Perry, 
no commission should be given.that| 
[power. The Government stood 1 

the measure, withholding some] 
sections for rewording, but déclin-] 
ing to alter the intent and scope i 
the bill.

The committee reported proj 
after a first review of the entl 
measure, with the exception 
[Part 10.

pe»

■jL‘ HR
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Legislature Makes 
Progress on Bills 

In Active Sittin

MEA81
States Onus Is . 

On Farmers m 
T ake Initiative]

Opposition bills were uniformly 
turned back from the Government I 
side.

E. E. Winch, M.P.P., withdrew a 
measure applying habeas writs un-1 
der the Lunacy Act; and a compan­
ion bill dealing with mental hospi­
tals. Mr. Winch also argued stoutly 
for a third bill to improve working 
conditions in general hospitals, by 
introduction of an eight-hour day, 
holidays and protection against the 
exploitation of student nurses. Com­
mended for this measure, Mr. Winch 
was informed that the Government 
would secure any improvement 

I found possible by means of regula­
tions.

Mr. Speaker Whittaker gave a 
rulingi declaring a bill by H. E.| 
Win'

Hon. Dr. K. C. MacDonald, Min­
ister of Agriculture, declined to ap­
point a committee of three mem­
bers to enforce the Noxious Weeds 
Act in North Saanich, when re­
quested to do so by residents of 
that district before the agricultural 
committee of the Legislature.

An amendment to the act pro­
vides that 60 per cent of the prop- ; 
erty owners of a district may unite j 
to appoint a committee to enforce 

R. Wilson and

Qrder Paper Lightened Before Press of New Leg­
islation Makes Early Prorogation Uncertain— 
\ Gasoline Bolster Bill Is Rewritten

‘S by the Provincial Government to patch up the

Attorney-General Wismer explained, to secure 
held to be valid* but to improve ~

S
tion, provided'thief debate at 
ilumbia Legislature yesterday 
sidered in committee^ changed i 
laid over, for reprinting after j 

the day.
In a debate covering the same 

ground as before, the Government j 
clashed with the Conservative Oppo-1 
sition as to the advisability of pro­
ceeding with the bolster bill. R. L..
Maitland, K.C., Leader of the Op-*f 
position, proposed again that the |
Administration repeal the parent 
statute, and add coal and petroleum 
services under the control of the in-1 
tended new Public Utilities Commis- j 
slnn,

REPEAL REJECTED
Mr. Maitland repeated his asser­

tion that the original act had been] 
based on the Macdonald report.
Attorney-General Wismer insisted 
that it had not; and declared that! 
repeal of the statute would do j 
nothing to improve the Province’s; 
position, nor implement Its desire to1 
control gasoline prices in the inter­
ests of the public. Mr. Maitland 
proposed that the Government re­
peal the measure, and make a fresh 
start. The Administration, however, 
held firm in its decision, and re­
ported progress on the much-

the act. Captain 
Dr. J. H. Black, of North Saanich, 
told the minister and the commit­
tee, however, that it was not pos­
sible to make contact with 60 per 
cent of the property owners in thmr 
district, and asked that the minis­
ter should appoint a committee.

Dr. MacDonald’s reply was that 
if the people of North Saanich had 
not the courage to' avail themselves 
of the powers given, the department 
was not going to do it for them. 
The law was for the Province as a 
whole, he pointed out.

Captain Macgregor P. Matin-, 
tosh (Con., Islands), pointed out

MPP.. out oi
nection with proposed changes to 1 
the Woodmen’s Lien Act.

A bill offered by the leader of the 
■.•pposition to permit, the commis­
sioner of Provincial Police and city 
police chiefs free access to written 
orders in Government vendors’ § 
stores, for the suppression of boot- jj 
legging, was voted down on the as-1 
suran ce of Attorney-General Wis- ^ 
mer that these records were avail- jj 
able by regulation, if not by statute. |

A total of 3,452,902 counter-slip j 
orders had been handled by ven-| 
dors’ stores in 1937, making their J 
examination in detail impossible, 3 

j Mr. Wismer said. No complaints I 
! had been received with the present | 
I system, and every co-operation pos-1 
sible was being afforded the police | 
by the Liquor Control Board and itsj 
agents, the Attorney - General de-j 
clared, asking the House to kill the 
bill. The bill was killed before sec­
ond reading.

After introduction of a rush of j 
new bills, the House rose at 5:45 
pm., until 2:15 pm. today, the order 

! for triple sittings being remitted in 
I view of complaints on the floor. At 
j adjournment, prorogation appeared 
j unlikely before the end of this week.

eight, ret ice ofI
I licences to conduct weddings, and! 
| providing penalties of up to $100 and! 
j up to three months imprisonment for 
1 wilful infractions of the statute.
: Under the Public Schools Act, 
j completed in committee after! 
] amendments, it was explained that 
I the intention was to provide free 
I schooling to the end of the Junior 
| matriculation period; to increase 
il fees paid to rural teachers in isolated 
sections where there are no schools; I 
and to make new qualifications fori 
the election of trustees. Some clauses I 

I in the bill are to lie fallow for a [ 
year. «

MINING LAW
| Amendments to the Mineral Act, I 
j of a minor nature, were ratified ! 
much as originally announced. They | 
involve new rules for staking and £ 
leasing,; requirement for and ins pec-1 
tion of assessment work; the right ! 
to stake individually up to eight \ 
claims or 400 acres of ground; al- r 
lowance of trail construction for the [ 
first three years toward assessment I 
work; and technical changes in a bill I 
designed to benefit prospectors first, j 
and to insure actual development of 1 
properties where warranted.

A brief exchange took place over F 
changes in income taxation, Mr. 1. 
Maitland declaring authority

Amending Hours’ Law—Ann .i-j 
mente to the Hours of Work Act, 
introduced in the Legislature this 
week by Hon. G. S. Pearson, were 
said yesterday to deal with evasions

. .hill

The House made considerable! 
progress on minor legislation. On 
measures already debated, third 
readings followed for bills to amend 
the University Act, Court of Appeal 
Act, Divorce Act; a measure respect­
ing Federal loans and Provincial 
guarantees In aid of municipalities, 
the South Westminster guarantee 
bill, and amendments to the B.C. 
Loan Act, 1836, covering 8360,000 
worth of new construction at the 
University of British Columbia.

PRINCIPLES APPROVED 
Second readings followed for 

amendments to the Income Tax Act, 
Game Act, Municipal Act, Municipal

Maitland declaring authority was 
being taken to Impose a 15 per cent 
tax on the reserves of hundreds of 
corporations, not restricted to hold­
ing companies; and H. a winch 
(O.O.F., Vancouver East) Inviting 
the Government to go further and 
examine all depreciation reserves 
derived from exploitation of natural 
resources. Defending the bill, Mr. 
Hart said that the authority would The final section of the report of the Macdon­

ald Commission on coal and gasoline Is In the 
hands of the Provincial Government. It Is, how- j 
ever, only a part of an academic document, a 
thesis as It were, which has no relation to prac­
tical politics, inasmuch as the Government main­
tains it has had no bearing on the legislation 
appointing a fuel commission to control prices. 
The Legislature and the taxpayers might like to 

[read the “peroration" of the report, especially 
the latter, as they paid over $100,000 for a docu­
ment which seems foredoomed to be pigeon­
holed. .

be used within reasonable bounds 
and not In the manner suggested. 
Second reading followed.
| POWERS or ARREST 
| Second reading followed without 
debate for BUI 76, a measure In 
which, for the control of social

Elections Act, Village Municipalities Act, Venereal Diseases Suppression! 
I Act, Residence and ReeponstbUltyl 
Act, and Workmen’s Compensation] 
Act, with explanations In some lm-| 
stances deferred.
i Progress was reported on the coal 
[and petroleum bolster bill, and| 
[amendments to the Mineral Act, and

measures fared poorly, I
being killed, one being rejected, 
out of order, two being with-! 

wn, and debate adjourned on the| 
■todsrof the measures reached. 
**• message bills, elsewhere re-1 disease within the meaning of the 

measure.
Hon. Q. 8. Pearson explained 

changes hi the Workmen's Compen­
sation Act, financed In part from] 
surplus funds of some $500,000 bulls 
up by the board, and In part by]

to the Legal!

added levies of $150,000 on
ers concerned. Compensation

to be raised to slxty-stx
two-thirds of the•Wrir**



Revenue Act Changes! 
Paving Way- for B.C. 
Refunding in Future

I Government Introduces Legislation to Broaden jj 
Revenue Act, Provide for Refinancing of Mu­

nicipal Pensions, and to Reduce Land Loans

AMENDMENTS to the British Columbia Revenue Act, de-y 
scribed as anticipatory to refunding; machinery wherebyP 
the Province may exchange present securities held in theft 

municipal superannuation fund for new provincial bond- i af£ÿ 
fifty-year basis at 3]/2 per cent; a large-scale reduction forB| 
debtors and agreement holders under the Land Settlement P*' 
Board ; continuation of timber royalties unchanged for a year, 
with an increase at April 1 next of 2 cents an acre in tbelevjy 
on private lands for fire prevention; aw. ajar
and amendments In the Vital Sta-1 ______
ttstics Act providing for registra- thé' total amount ____
tlon of blrtI.V and deaths at sea, and Interest at present outstanding.| 
featured new législation introduced■ The Lleutenant-Oovernor-in-i 
yesterday in the Legislature. First ■ council will be empowered to or-f 
readings followed. ■ der a revaluation of properties stillfi

Hon. John Hart Introduced re-■under agreement for sale, and to6, 
funding and superannuation meas- ■ write off the difference between the 3 
lures. Changes in the Revenue Act,■initial purchase price and the re-^ 
the Minister of Finance explained ■ appraised values, by crediting that 
[later, while technical in scope,■sum to the account of the agree-.' 
would broaden existing refunding ■ment holder.
Vovisions In the Revenue Act, and* RAISE TIMBER LEVY 
give the Treasury greater flexibility ■ Mr n„„ , Ita dealing retirement and «-Iment. to the Forest^ct. mtZ&i 

1 Iundlne °f Ml»tlne de>ft- ■ timber royalties as at present for a
TRANSFER OF SECURITIES ■ further year; Increasing at April 1* 

Under the Superannuation Fund M next from * cents a« acre to 8 cents | 
Transfer Act, the Province proposes ■ the kvy on private timber lands for9 
to implement budgetary announce* H prevention purposes; and con-1

* ’ ** --------™ firming fire prevention authority!
now in the hands of the British! 
Columbia Forest Service.

Technical clauses in the bill re-1

__ints in connection with recasting
I the municipal pension scheme. The— -------—
jj Lieutenant-Oovemor-in-Council will! Columbia Forest Service, 

be empowered to authorize the issu­
ance of new provincial debentures 

|on a fifty-year term, bearing 3H 
jj per cent interest, up to the amount!
8 of the moneys at the credit of the 
Tj superannuation fund; the deben- 
j tures, with cash, to be transferred!
| to the proposed superannuation 
1 fund trustees, and the Province to 

take into general sinking funds ifi 
exchange securities now lodged in 

g the fund.
TO REDUCE CHARGES 

Hon. A. W. Gray introduced 
3 amendments to the Land Settle- 
8 ment and Development Act, much
I as forecast. Under its terms the 
| L&nd Settlement Board will be em- 
a powered to reduce to simple interest
II accumulations of interest charges,
| scale down principal sums, readjust 
I amortizations, and write off beyond 
3 a fixed scale sums owing to the 
fl board in respect of all loans, agree-,
Hments and contracts outstanding at 
B January 1, 1939.

The basis of computation pro- 
1 vides that compound interest pay- 
( able retroactively on loans from the 
| date of these advances, and on 
| agreements from the date of con- 
J tract, will be reduced to what 6 per 
| cent simple interest up to May 31 
1 1938, and 4K per cent simple in-, 
j terest since that date would other- 
1 wise have totaled. Discretionary 
3 provision is made to apply in tew 
jj payments to principal sums over 
| one-year period, where the ne 
1 charges are met and maintained.

REAPPRAISALS
In initial valuations of agree-j 

« ments on land, allowances are to 
■ made by way of rebates of 6 
I cent on the value of added 
I ings, 8 per cent on the 
Ividing irrigation, and 5 per cent 
I the cost of —

New Bill “New Deal” 
Legislature Informed 
By Attorney-General

Public Utilities Measure Completed in Committee I 
After Many Amendments—Government With­
draws Seven Sections ; Pushes Balance Ahead

DESCRIBED -t>y Attorney-General Wismer as the Gov-1 
ment’s "new deal” on utilities, the Public Utilitiea Bill I 
was forced to completion in committee of the Legisla-I 

I ture yesterday, with printed, unprinted and at times oral! 
| amendments.

The Government called forty-four 
j stood-over sections to complete the 
I measure; deleting seven sections, 
I ratifying twenty as amended, adding 
I one section, and passing sixteen 
I others as they at first stood. The

ninety days after it is file< 
Government at the end of eachf 
fiscal year, and rewording the meas­
ure accordingly.

Section 78, stating: "In determln- fl
bill was ordered reprinted, and will tng any question of fact, the corn- 
stay in committee until it reappears mission shall not be concluded by 
in its latest form. the finding, order or Judgment of

Specifically, the House ratified court* »"* Prosecution, 
sections 8, 9. 13, 14, 10. 23, 24. 29| ".f oceedtag tavohrtng: the deter-
37, 50, 51» 58, 107, 109, 110 and 123 
as printed; changed and endorsed 
Sections 2, 3, 7, 15, 18, 33, 34, 54, 68. 
78, 81, 91, 101, 102, 104, 105, 106, 108. 
Ill and 134; added a new section 
after Section 123 in the first draft, 
and deleted Sections 5, 19, 40, 99, 
103, 121 and 122. Unprinted changes 
could not be easily followed,

At the outset of the discussion, 
R. L. Maitland. K.C., moved to add 
in coal and petroleum distribution 

as public utilities. Government 
benches turned back the amend­
ment.

CHANGES RATIFIED 
A new definition of appraisal was 

entered. Section 3 was changed to 
exempt power companies supplying 
surplus power as a convenience to 
communities. Section 5, stating no 
utility should demand unreasonable 
rates, was struck out. In Section 15 
the Government substituted “deter­
mines” for “rules” without varying 
the sense.

H. G. Perry (Liberal, Fort George) 
asked the Government if the com­
mission would Be given powers to 
extend or renew railway charters 
without reference to the Legislature 
Attorney-General Wismer said it 
would not,

Section 19, requiring the filing of 
all contracts hpon request by tin 
commission, was deleted. In Sec­
tions 33 and 34, reference to “steam 
railways” was struck out. Section 
37, dealing with powers to the com­
mission to order a power utility to 
make supply service within 100 
yards of its transmission lines was 
three times amended, and finally 
ratified. Section 40, power to en­
force agreements, was struck out 
on the explanation of Mr. Wismer 
that the clause might be ultra vires, 
as Mr. Maitland had previously said.

FOR MUNICIPALITIES 
Section 51, with power by the 

commission to collect supervisors' 
salaries from municipal areas, was 
ratified, Mr. Wismer explaining that 
the commission would be a “quasi-

with discretion to determine the 
the facts and use its own judgment 
in the matter. The Hourie agreed 
to the three-man board, with un­
stated salaries, to be engaged upoi 
ten-year contracts, and these 
tions carried.

At Section 68, the OUF. 
tion won a point, 
acceding to à 
eron that 
report be

minatlon of that fact, but the find­
ing, order, or judgment shall, ini 
proceedings before the commission, I 
be prima facie evidence only,” was! 
ratified, over Conservative objec-1 
tions.

“HEARINGS" REINSTATED
In Section 81 the Government! 

conceded that a hearing should be| 
held before a revocation of sus-1 
pension of any board order, and! 
that notice of that hearing would! 
be Justifiable; amending the billE 
accordingly. Notice, in Section 91,1 
was defined as notification at the| 

‘Est known address or parties cbh- 
cemed.

Premier Pattullo moved to delete 1 
Section 99, which had declared I 
orders of the commission could beg 
declared orders of lie Supreme | 
Court. Appeal rights’ upon fact by I 
consent were written in for appeals! 
to the Supreme Court; and to the| 
Appeal Court on points of law andl 
of jurisdiction, upon notification, in! 
reworded sections introduced yes-1 
terday. Section 121 and 122, giving | 
the commission the right to make| 
penalties, wete Struck out of the§ 
bill.

COUNCILS STILL LIABLE
Mayors and aldermen are to re-| 

main personally liable for disobeying 1 
orders of the commission, with 1 
penalties of up to $1,000 each upon! 
conviction1 of that event. No one,! 
said Mr. Wismer, would become! 
liable unless they disobeyed the j 
orders of the commission. The op- g 
position objected, but the clause 1 
stood as drafted. Section 134, naming | 
powers on which the Cabinet will! 
be supreme, was ratified as amended |

Resisting efforts to narrow they 
powers of the commission, thl Gov- L 
ernment stood firm for the main» 
sections of the bill al presented! 
Attorney-General Wismer declared) 
at one point:

“We have got a new deal here! 
now, and we are not covered by that I 
statute or by anything else. We are | 
going on to entirely new ground.”

judicial body" and should be left ” th*t n°t* tha “ll was
completed in committee, and prog-j 
i^as reported, pending a reprint of $ 
the whole measure.
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Before Legislature 
As Prorogation Near

jCollective Bargaining Change in Labor Statute, 
Miscellaneous Bills, and Supplementary Esti­

mates Handled in Late Sitting Last Night

AMENDMENTS to the Constitution Act redistributing 
forty-eight seats in forty-one ridings of the province were 
introduced in the Legislature shortly before midnight last 

evening by Premier Pattullo. The bill, cutting Victoria to three 
seats, adding Oak Bay as a separate riding including Gordon 
Head and Ten Mile Point, joining North Saanich to Saanich, 
adding The Islands to Nanaimo, and recreating Alberni as a 
West Coast riding, was read a first time. Considered by a 
select committee, the bill created little comment.

Mr. Maitland—So this is the Act
I of Acts, is it?

Premier Pattullo—Well, we know

I what we are' going to do. There is 
no need to say much about it.
First reading followed. First read­
ing was given also to amendments 
to the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, introduced by Hon. 
G. S. Pearson. The bill has one 
operating section, making a minor 
change in respect to the right 3f 
trade unions to conduct collective 
bargaining; the precise effect of 
which has not yet been explained.
Prior to that, the House gave third 
reading to a bill making the sixty - 
hour week and the two-platoon sys­
tem universal among paid fire de­
partments in the Province, including 
Oak Bay. Second readings followed 
for amendments to the Forest Act, 
Companies Act, and a measure con­
cerning distribution of the estate of 
Henry Town.

The Companies Apt, it was ex-il 
plained, amended an amendment of 
last year which left shareholders in 
British Columbia incorporated com­
panies, with offices in the province 
but doing no business here, liable for 
succession duties. The amending 
bill will exempt them.

CHARITIES TO BENEFIT 
Attorney - General Wismer ex­

plained the Town estate measure, 
under which accumulated property j 
valued at some $400,000 is to be dis­
tributed, by consent of the surviving 
heirs and of British Columbia chari­
ties benefiting. Substantial sums! 
will go from the estate to the Sal-; 
vation Army, Christ Church Parish, 
Vancouver General Hospital, and the 
Alexandra Children's Home, all of 
Vancouver, in an arrangement said 
to avoid litigation over the residue 
of the estate.

Amendments to the Engineei 
, piloted by W. T. Stralth, were! 

1 in committee on the objection] 
• under the bill engineers wouli 

| to be engaged on all works oi 
i Class over $5,000. Progri 

on the measure, 
nts to the Marriage Act, 

upon proclamation in 
clauses, were completed 

, Dr. J. J. Qlllls dec! 
bill would lead to a wave 

npanlonate marriages in the prov 
5 if implemented.

PASS POLICE VOTES 
Resuming at 8:30 pm., the

into committee on supply, 
r miscellaneous votes left.

iws. Retarded 
, Ml Item Of *883,076 ft 

Polloe carried, aftei

with testing stations at Vancou-1 
ver, Victoria, New Westminster, andj 
traveling units to serve the Interior. Sj 
He readvocated a speed limit of fifty v 
miles an hour in rural areas, and i t 
urged members to study the proposal | 
between sessions.

In connection with New HavenJj 
the new Borstal unit for first of­
fenders formerly sent to Oakaila.J 
Mr. Wismer announced that the 
Government planned to have the 
youths themselves construct cot­
tages, to increase accommodation 
there sufficient for 100 inmates. 
George M. Murray (Lib., Lillooet) 
proposed that each of the forty- 
eight members of the Legislature 
sponsor one boy, and find him em-f 
ployment, an offer, he said he had^ 
already made on his own behalf.

CAR LICENCES 
Members renewed their annual^ 

drive for a flat-rate licence onpj 
passenger cars, stating Provincial^ 
revenues would be increased thereby ;■ 
but the Government declined tog 
accept the proposal. Capt. M. F.k 
Macintosh (Cons., The Islands) ü 
made an appeal for rebates on carl 
licences issued to motorists on Gulf” 
Islands, substantially without the| 
privilege of using the provincial! 
roads system as a whole.

Colin Cameron (CCF, Comox) 
renewed an attack on what he de­
scribed as grave irregularities in 
connection with the conduct of one 
police officer at the recent troubles 
at Blubber Bay. One civilian, he 
declared, had, in his opinion, been 
convicted and sent to prison on 
"concocted testimony." Mr. Cam­
eron offered to put material in the I 
hands of the Crown concerning I 
other actions by the same police | 
officer.

Responding, Attorney-General 
Wismer stated investigation has re­
vealed nothing irregular, but that 
an internal inquiry was proceeding. 
Personally, Mr. Wismer said, he did 
not believe that anyone would have 
been unfairly used at an assize trial 
presided over by a leading jurist, 
known for his impartiality. If Mr. 
Cameron had fresh evidence to offer, 
there were proper channels through 
which such material could be offered, 
and a new trial if warranted sought. | 

POUCE ARE COMMENDED
Mr. Cameron joined the Attorney- 

General in stating that his remarks | 
had not applied to the Provincl 
Police as a whole, recognised foi 
their fairness i 

The House, i

r genert
| of the Department of Labor.

RELIEF COSTS
Discussing relief, Hon. G. S. Pear-1 

son said of $66,000,000 spent on reliefT 
since 1929, up to March 31 last,| 
$28,000,000 had been spent on dired 
relief, and the balance on relie] 
with a direct work return. The] 
minister gave detailed figures 
suggest ordinary road maintenants» 
had been incorrectly adjudged 
relief.

SUPPLEMENTARIES
Supplementary estimates for the 

present year were presented at 
$691,080, for the period to close on 
March 31 next year. This included 
$236,875 additional under the Min­
ister of Public Works; $141,165 un­
der the Attorney-General; $155,982 
under the Provincial Secretary; 
$80.810 under the Minister of Edu­
cation; $23,208 under Agriculture: 
$25,488 under Finance; $6,300 under 
Labor; $7,250 under Mines; and| 
$5,500 under Trade.

Final appropriations to close ex-1 
penditures in the year ending * 
March 31 last were presented at| 
$310,055. These included : Provincial? 
Secretary, $126,476; Attorney-Gen-§ 
eral, $94,477; Education, $34,829; g 
Public Works, $17,636; and $27,2571 
additional provided for increased I 
sessional costs.

NEW BUILDINGS PROPOSED |
The House pressed on to complete | 

I the balance of votes in the Public 11 
9 Works Department, including $447,- Kj 
j 597 for maintenance J6f public || 
I building^.

H. E. Winch urged the Govern- ^ 
ment to extend the Legislative j! 
Buildings at Victoria; construct a j 
new provincial block at Vancouver: [' 
and to renew wiring and electrical $ 
equipment in the Vancouver Court I 
House and at Tranquille, stating 9 
money now expended in rentals for 
outside premises would cover sink­
ing fund and interest on such a 
programme.

Hon. F. M. MacPherson revealed 
that the Province is paying rentals 
on leases in the Marine Building 
and Hall Building at Vancouver; 
and on accommodation in the Bel­
mont, Central, Weller and Domin­
ion Bank blocks in Victoria, the 
last-named lease to commence 
shortly in connection with offices of 
the Municipal Department.

MAY BUY RUSES 
. Under supplementary votes, Mr. 

Maitland renewed his appeal to the 
Province to see that steel buses 
were used in conveying children to 
school; warning of danger with 
wooden frames. Hon. Dr. G. M. 
Weir, responding, said school 
boards were being given the right 
to purchase their own buses this 
year. The Province wiU contribute 
$95,000 to such transportation in 
the present fiscal year, including a 
main vote of $75,000, and supple- 
mentaries of $22,000 now approved.

Before the Province transferred |

I chronic indigents and other unem­
ployable persons to the municipal-^

ities, 1,100 cases were carried on the! 
books of the Provincial Secretary's 
Department, it was brought out ex­
plaining a supplementary vote of 
$95,000 for that purpose.

A debate arose on the practice ofl 
up-country justices of the peace 
committing boys aged ten years toL 

British Columbia industrial schools] 
and a departmental conference w« 
pledged to cure that condition. \ 

The House rose at 11:50 p.m. un- 
til 10:30 a.m. today, with prorogaJ 
expected by the end of thij

Note and Comment
By Sandham Graves

This, written forty-eight hours In I

I advance, brings us to polling <U* tol 
the Victoria City elections. Use I 
your vote, or forever alter withhold! 
your piece.

You should examine bills brought I

I into a Legislature in its final sit-1 
tings; you really should. Here is a! 
bill to call relief "social assistance. I 
That should change everything, but g 
one suspects it won't.

Here is a blU to amend taxation I 
in a no-taxation-change budget;!
one to give a guarantee of $56.0001 
to an area that asked for it; one toi 
give civic employees' famines pen-| 
sions of $30 a month; one to i 
widows of those killed in indu 
$40 ft month; one to provide 
$350,000 In new buildings at a semi-g 
private institution. x

Here is a bUl to give to a Provta- 
fi dal Secretary complete powers of 
1 arrest without warrant, detention 
A without trial, and powers of custody 
| at pleasure, merely on the suspicion 
| that a person may be suffering from 
. or have been exposed to a form of 

]| social disease. A peculiar bill, that.

By the time this appears most of 
IS these bills may h>ve been made Into 
jjlaw, along with about sixty other 
H two-paragraph measures to amend 
j laws that amended laws that 

amended, and so on. Perhaps If \ 
j took more time with the law at 1 
j making, the amendments would l 

8 be necessary.
• * * |

For instance, I can think of a bill 1H that would save us a lot of trouble.! 
| I would call It the "Omnitius B1U."| 
| After a fancy preamble, and a defl- 
I nitlon to state that omnibus ln-e 
| eluded everything, Section 2 of my | 
H mythical bill would read:
■ . e * *

"Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary contained in any Act of 
this Legislature, or in the Acts of 
the Dominion, or in the Laws of 
Nature, the Lieutenant - Govemor- 
in-Council is hereby authorized to 
do anything at any place at any 
Aime to any person as in their dis­
cretion may be deemed expedient”

* * *

Section 3 would read: "Notwith-i
standing any law to the contrary 
anywhere contained in any statute, 
there shall be no appeal from the 
decisions of the Lleutenant- 
Govemor-ln-Council under Section 
2 of the Omnibus Act, either on 
questions of fact or upon questions 
of law, or upon any questions what­
soever. No questions shall be 

asked."
• * • i

Section 4 of the mythical bill I
would be bound to read: “Notwith-1 
standing anything to the contrary J 
In law or In fact, the Omnibus Act g 
shall take precedence over 
other act, condition, time, place, | 
thin* or person whatsoever ; and 
shall be intra vires at all times and! 
in all places, retroactively to ta* ■ 
date of the founding of this Pror-j 
lnce, and before that If necessary.

• * *
It Is a little Involved, as the L- 

aat until 1 o'clock this morning, l 
1 think my mythical çmnto» 1 
would cover everythin*. If « 
not, It oould always be ame 
until It did cover i 
of <

all otSer Jtattte*. You



Thursday December 8 1938 Friday December 9 1938
The difficulty with my myi

Civic Pension Plan 
Approved by House 
After Warm Debates

HOE KlliSOmnibus Bill, of course, Is that no 
House would consent to pass ttl 
There would be certain to be at] 
least one member who would want 
to hold out on the Laws of Nature 
—to If they mattered, forsooth! C.C.F. BILThen, experience has shown, 
there would be at least two other 
members who would not agree tol 
the Lleutenant-Govemor-in-Councilj 
doing It. They would want to oej 
assured that Parliament would re-j 
main supreme; which would mean,! 
of course, that Parliament would! 
have to sit continuously. Imagine! 
that!

Measure to Apply Eight 
Hour-Day Law in Hos­

pitals Defeated
Government Explains Extent to Which Provincial 

Aid Can Be Given in Setting Up New Superan­
nuation Scheme on Actuarial BasisAfter a short, sharp debate, lnl 

which a united Opposition pressedj 
the Government to apply the eight-j 
hour-day law and other benefits fori 
graduate and student nurses In hos-j 
pltals, and In which the Government! 
declared that was not feasible on 
account of finances, the Legislature 
killed an amending bill offered by 
E. E.e Winch (C.C.F., Burnaby) yes­
terday upon a division of twenty - 

The Govern menti

THE Municipal Superannuation Act was approved by the 
British Columbia Legislature yesterday, after completion 
in committee with further amendments. The Government: 
reiterated their intention of setting up the fund under pension 

trustees on a guaranteed basis, by the exchange of provincial.

On the whole, perhaps it Is bettei 
to make laws by the yard, anc 
amend them by the square foot anc 
cubic foot. Here, after fifty or 
so years of it, we have got well 
along the road towards all the 
powers of the mythical Omnibus 
Bill, without noticing it. The Omni­
bus Bill would be too sudden, too 
drastic; it would do it all at once, 
leaving nothing to be done tomor-

e to]
for present securities, and the contribution of whatever was im- 

! mediately necessary to maintain and carry the fund within the 
terms of the new pensions scheme.

Drastic curtailment of existing ^ 
pensions was regretted and the ex­
planation made that there was no 
other course if the whole scheme 
was to be saved from collapse.

In debate on the measure, Harold 
EL Winch (C.Ç.F., Vancouver East) 
declared the Province, which had 
made the original contracts in the 
Legislature, was morally, If not1 
financially, responsible for the- 
scheme. He drew attention to what

nine to twelve, 
undertook, however, to act on a hos-1 
pitals survey now in their hands, jj

Voting for second reading of the! 
mèasure, which would have amended! 
the Hospitals Act, were the com-j 
bined Conservatives and C.C.F. oppo-| 
sitlons; and against the measure! 
were the Administration and its! 
supporters. Stories of student nurses! 
working for $20 a month, on twelve-1 
hour shifts, and at night imder| 
conditions leading to breakdowns ini 
their health were cited in support! 
of the measure, and refuted from! 
the Government side, before the 
decisive vote was taken.

ENACTMENTS
Pressing on with other legislation, 

the House gaye third reading to

persons on
cities, including Vancouver, give the! 
pensioners lands on a tax-free basis! 
to assist them over their difficulties.!

To Dr. J. J. G tills (Liberal, Yale),! 
asking for provision for minimum! 
and maximum pensions in the! 
statute, the Government replied! 
that that was not feasible. While! 
the larger pensions would be scaled] 
down drastically, small pensions] 
would be slightly increased in some] 
instances, Dr. Weir said, citing pen-]

| The present method is no doubt 
| the wisest. Here we are wlt.i 
] blanket powers of arrest, detention^ 
land custody upon suspicion of ill- 
health, with no outcry — or prac-j 
tically none. All we have to do now 

! Is to Jettison habeas corpus pro­
visions, and then we shall be there 
—or shall we? At 1:45 ajn. I 
wouldn’t know!

slons of $7.50 to be increased to $10, 
and other changes in proportion.

PROBLEM OUTLINED 
11 Mr. Anscomb asked what would 
have been the cost to the Province 
of maintaining the former contracts | 
on the old basis. Hon. John Hart! 
replied it would require nearly $3,- 
500,000 to continue the contracts. 
The condition was realized to be 
serious, and the Province would do! 
what was possible, to alleviate it. 
The Province would assume $18,000 
per annum under the new plan, and j 
would In addition set up $3,500,000 ; 
In new bonds as an exchange against ! 
present securities in the fund, guar- j 
anteeing the whole basis of the pro­
posed scheme.

The Province, in addition, would 
bear an annual loss of the interest 
on $1,700,000 that the funds were 

It was hoped by the

amendments to the Public Schdolsi 
Act; seoond readings to bills to| 
amend the Revenue Act, Vital] 
Statistics Act, Land Settlement and 
Development Act, Engineering Act, 
Fire Departments Two-Platoon Act, 
and the exchange of securities 
measure in connection with mu-j 
nicipal superannuations.

Amendments to the Forest Act 
and the Legal Professions Act were] 
adjourned on debate; the latter

collapse. Actuaries had explored 
every possible avenue in an effort 
to support higher pensions than 
proposed, but" had been unable to 

" thosebeyondrecommend rates 
recommended.

The basis rate would be $30 per 
month after twenty years of service, 
with $1 per month In addition for 
each additional year of service. 
Municipalities could, from year to 
year, augment the lower pensions 
out of their own funds. The Prov­
ince was already accepting new 

I financial responsibilities In connec- 
I tion with the scheme, Dr. Weir said.

Herbert Anscomb (Conservative*
: Victoria) pointed out that the Prov- I ince had increased pensions fort 
widows under the Workmen’s Com­
pensation Act, some of whom, though 
non-resident ih British Columbia, 
would receive more than was avail-

New Civic Loans 
Must Be Voted On 
By Ratepayers Only

Responding to questions 
by Herbert A n s c o m b 

(Cons., Victoria) in the Leg­
islature this week, Hon. A. W. 
Gray explained that property, 
owners only could vote on 
civic loan projects to be rati­
fied by the Province under 
the new law to implement the 
Federal Municipal Improve­
ments Assistance Act, given 
third reading on Tuesday. 
The ruling will affect Victoria 
and other cities seeking Fed­
eral loans under the plan.

now short. _.
Government that the municipalities 
would be able to augment the lowest 
pensions; and he, for one, would 
willingly vote to do so as a citizen of 
Victoria, Mr. Hart said.

GUARANTEE ASSURED
Had the Province been obliged to j 

advance sums now required td set i 
up the new plan, it would have had i 
to put up between $300,000 and $400,- 
000 this year. Such a course had 
been considered, but It was found | 
that a guarantee would give the] 
same result, at less outlay to the] 
Province. The Province wgs pre-j 
pared to put up that guarantee, and j 
would do so, the Minister of Finance1 
stated.

Municipalities themselves had

able for widows of civic employee* 
who had given years of faithful 
service. No widow should have been 
left with a pension less than $50 a 

j month, in any event. Even on the 
[new basis Mr. Anscomb said he 
doubted if the scheme would hold 
up after the end of five years.

WARNING WAS GIVEN 
The figures had been computed, 

and nothing no* could be done, Dr. 
I Weir responded. To R. L. Maitland, 
I K.C., who asked when the Govem- 
I ment was aware the former act was 
| unsound, Dr. Weir replied that four 
] years ago the municipalities had

retorted. The Province bad known] 
the facts, yet had permitted the 
municipalities to overload the! 
scheme, suffering would be caused!

SEW!
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I responsibility on the Province to as-j 
I slst In Its alleviation, he stated.

URGES FURTHER AID
Alderman Fred Crone (Liberal, j 

I Vancouver) reminded the House! 
] that in 1921 the superannuation 1 
I scheme as a whole had been per- j 
I missive, but that In 1927 the Govern-1 
I ment of the day had made it obliga-B 
I tory upon a 75 per cent vote of em-§ 
Iployees concerned. Successive gov-| 
lemments had been responsible fori 
| what had occurred. He asked would I 
I the Government consider giving as-8 
Isistance to the municipalities on a I 
I pro rata basis to tide them over the| 
I next few years?

No further undertaking was of-1 
Ifered from Government benches. [ 
I The House passed on in clause by § 
I clause consideration of the bill, in-| 
I serting amendments to Sections 10, f 
113, 14, 16, 17, 18, 23, 27, 30, 32, 36, 42 j 
J and 42.

To Leslie H. Eyres (Conservative, E 
I Chilliwack), who later renewed a re-| 
■ quest for Provincial assistance be-1 
lyond that already detailed, Premier | 
IPattullo replied that there was nol 
1 other plan, short of the Province as-f 
I suming the entire scheme. This, he| 
| said, could not be done.

The bill was given third readlngj 
I and enactment.

Note and Comment
By Sandham Graves

Have you met the Alphabet, the |
I Legislative Alphabet? From alpha ]
J to omega it is a distinguished as- 
! semblage, whose members are very | 
j much like human beings; though |
I from the public prints you might [
I not always think so, and from the 1 
I illustrations you would be nearly I 
I certain to be led astray. Meet, then, |
I the Alphabet as it ssems to this||
I narrator!

A is for Anscomb—plain Herbert!
J Anscomb; who stands straight and g 
I bangs at treasury doors.

• * *
A Is for Asselstine—Hon. William! 

I James Asselstine; the friend of th*| 
I miner, with gold in his heart.

B is for Braden—Glen Everto.il 
| Braden; from Peace River laden! 
(with good will and encouragement]

• people in gloom.

B is for Bryan—John Melvl 
|Bryan; forthright debater when 

I chips are on shoulders; with Ro-1 
I lands for Olivers, Mackenzie throwr|
I to.

B is for Bull—Capt. Cecil R. Bull:! 
I you could trust him in china shops! 
I at war, in society, or any place elsej 
I where men are four-square.

B is for Bums—Richard R.| 
I Bums; a bright flame from Ross-| 
| land, burping to singe the tradueersi 
j of fair, honored Trail.

B is for Bruhn—Rolf Wallgrenl 
I Bruhn; a student of ’ologies, makes! 
g no apologies for changing his mind J

* years change the marbles.

C is for Cameron—hard-hitting! 
f Colin; who knows, a war when hel 
I sees one, In coming or retrospect ;[ 
I downright and forceful, a man!

O is for Carson—Robert H. Car-1 
I son : mellowed by sun In the city o4 

footer home Ol f 1

j the dirk.

! I» for I

!| ashes while he was here In debating 
I Ellent, resourceful kindly and wlse |

C Is for Crone—Alderman 
1 Crone; whose speeches are prone to]
|| be brief and most pithy; V&ncou-i 

ver stalwart, still looking forwardF 
I with vision and hope to gay brlghter|

• * * 
t) we lose out on—not having any;

I save the din in the corridors, the!
1 dust among papers, daylight and 
| dark, as divisions proceed.

E is for Eyres—Leslie H. Eyres;
I war pilot, and fires at attacks on 
j the air; reared in the Valley, lool 
g wide at the world.

F is for Finland—Elmer V. Fin-|
I land; another war pilot, who getsL 
1 on the tail of an enemy motion and! 
| stays there through barrage, bomber
I and commotion 'til the fuss is all] 
| over, ’til the battle is won.

F is for Forester—John Howari
II Forester; silent this session, save a: 

to fire departments, Vancouver and 
matters municipal; good hand In a 
storm.

G Is for Gillis—Dr. John Joseph 
Gillis; whose two words speak 
volumes in any man’s language; 
mainstay of Merritt, frank in de­
bate.

J G is for Gray—Hon. A. W. Gray;] 
commutor extraordinary ’t w i x 1 
Westminster-Victoria, at home inW 
both places; calls flowers by their]

. . . i
G is for Guthrie—plain Samuelggjl 

Guthrie; without peer for effective­
ness when words have to bespoken;) 
smiling and debonair, bears hi 
torch with an air, battling Sam| 
Guthrie.

H is for Hart—Hon. John Hart;! 
who carries, like Sinba#, the bur-f 
dens of finance and credit; who sits] 
on the treasure chest, guarding 
your millions, shotgun in hand.

H is for Henniger—Ezra C. Hen-| 
|niger; free sliver, more silver,
| silver, to you; bane of the Doukho-fl 
j bora, wiry, alert.

H is for Hunter—Dr. Joseph D.B 
|| Hunter; MX). and C.M., up now and| 
at ’em with questions and answer; 
to clear up the way; opponent gen-§ 
crous, debater tenuous, liked on i 

|| sides.

I I is for ideas, ideals—baled 1 
| bushel; shipped by the ton-1 
j delivered in parliament in <
I triplicate ; thank heaven we hav<
I them to pick from sometimes.
1 J is for Johnston—Man Mountain 
| Johnston; Harry by birth, ample i 
j glrtji, with a smile that lights 

the Treasury benches when stc 
blow out fuses; with big heart t<f 
match. The cat got his tongue.

' * * * ,J K is for Kenney—Edward T. Ken-1 
|ney; if you know a man who works! 
j harder, please send us his name;!
I supplied plyers for Olaf to pull out af 

molar, supplies pinchers for every-1 
J one to pull fats out of fires.

j K is for King—Just Thomas King;]
| monarch of Golden, King Cole 
| Columbia, as merry and bright as i 

cricket by day;
] downright, 1
pL niT

with medals ha ’won under fire !
| the field; 

lef
mots

Main Législation Is 
Approved as Session 
Nears Prorogation!

(Supply Granted to the Crown in the Sum of $29,-1 
766,592—Legislative Programme Pressed in 

Three Sittings—Enactments Clearing List

y-^OMPLETING the main acts of the session, the British! 
Columbia Legislature gave third reading and enactment! 

. ^ to its supply bill yesterday, ratifying the granting of! 
j supply to the Crown in the sum of $29,766,592, of which! 
I $28,765,457 is for the new fiscal year, $691,766 for the current! 
j year and $310,055 to close accounts in the year previous. With! 
I the exception of new bills still entering in three successive sit-l 
tings, the Legislature virtually completed the major measures] 

I of the session.
The Public Utilities Act was &p-r 

proved after two further amend-f 
merits, giving the Lieutenant-Gover-J 
nor-in-Couneil authority to refei 
any matter to the court of Appeal, g 
where an appeal is brought under! 
the original Section 105; and ex-j 
tending authority to deal with otherj 
matters by order-in-council.

The Government resisted a motion^ 
seeking to make a minister 
sponsible for the operation of the| 
statute, explaining that no depart­
ment was expressly concerned, andi 
that funds for the operation of thep 
plan would be taken from general | 
revenue.

TAX CHANGE EXPLAINED
On the Income Tax Act, Hon.gj 

John Hart explained that thought 
holding companies were not ex-j 
pressly named in the measure, it j 
was the intention of the Treasu 
to deal only with a few family cor-g 
porations which had eluded surtaxg 
impost» by holding unwarranted! 
reserves undistributed to their share-II 
holders. No unfair use would be| 
made of the authority.

Attorney-General Wismer clashed! 
with Herbert Anscomb (Conserva-1 
tive, Victoria) over the bill, theQ 
Attorney - General declaring sub-! 
stantive powers to tax undivided! 
profits had existed since 1933; and 
Mr. Anscomb retorting that frei 1 
powers were now being added, 
without any reference limiting their! 
use.

CREDIT UNIONS SOON
With the assistance of Mrs. R. P.1 

Steeves (C.C.F., North Vancouver)/ 
who proposed some amendments ac^ 
cepted in the measure, the Govern-* 
ment put through the new Credit] 
Unions Act providing for the ln-<j 
corporation of credit unions, theiij 
regulation, and their right to 
savings of small shareholders on i 
co-operative plan.

The bill was amended in twentj 
of its sixty-two sections, includ-- 
Sections 2, 8, 10, 11, 18, 22, 24, 28 
27, 30, 33, 45, and two schedules i * 
the end.

It developed that no loan, of moi 
than $100 may be made wlthoi 
security; that invested funds muu, 
be confined to Dominion and Brits 
ish Columbia direct or guaranty 
bonds; that no form of commis 
may be given for the sale of i 
that entrance fees may be c 
that the Securities Act will i 
the unions; that not fewer than i 
directors must be elected- ti 
Where Interest to paid on net , 
tag», It will be - 
cent, by way of

bill was provision that, while theîj 
act will come into operation only i] 
by proclamation, such proclamation! 
cannot be delayed beyond Janui 
31, 1939. In the interval, the Gov-| 
emment said, it would set up regu-j 
lations dealing with the whole plan.] 
Mrs. Steeves was thanked for ! 
assistance in launching the measur^S 

ENACTMENTS 1
Third readings followed for amend-1 

ments to the Coal and Petroleum! 
Control Board Act, Mineral Act,| 
Game Act, Municipal Elections Act.ti 
Village Municipalities Act, Resi-1 
dence and Responsibility Act,§ 
the superannuation fund 
measure, Revenue Act, Marriage Act,| 
Venereal Diseases Suppression 
and other measures before the House! 
rose for its second recess of the day.f

Hon. Dr. Weir denied that undu< 
rights were sought in the measure^ 
dealing with social diseases, statt 
reports to the contrary had been ir-1 
responsible and incorrect. Dr. J. D.l 
Hunter (Cons.-Victoria) commended! 
the Minister on passage of the] 
measure. *

DEBATE LABOR BILL
At the third sitting of the day,! 

Government amendments to the In- j| 
dustrial Conciliation and Arbitrât!
Act were both attacked and 
fended. The change was expia 
as one to recognize collective 
gaining through trade unions 
their agents in existence prior 
December 7, 1938.

It was supported from the 
ernment side and attacked 6y 
C.OJF. opposition. Mr. Maitl 
took a neutral position, urging 1 
Government to leave the 
statute unchanged for a 
year, in which time to see how j 
worked out.

A bttter drivedagainst the i 
it was staged by Harold E. 1 

-lin Cameron} E. E. Winch I 
others from the G!CJ\ ben 
charging that the Ad 
was siding with industrialiste to i| 
press the rights of porkers.

The Administration declared ! 
amending bill had been 
considered and constituted 
step forward for labor by i 
of the bargaining rights of 
now to existence.

Mr. Maitland made the point,) 
the co-operation of capital and 1 
for the protection of service 

,ed to the public should I 
aim of such législation, ( 

the parent statute { 
led as to their

,t law were to ti
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^ while pn
lor the carrying out of their ainte.

BILL completed 
The labor bill was completed in 1

_____ ittee, and progress reported!
after lengthy debate, in which the I 
Government held to the amending jj 
pleasure.

Third readings followed for the re- fi 
distribution bill, the municipal super-1 
annuatlon measure, and almost for 1 
the- Public Utilities Act, which was | 
stayed at the last moment on a minor | 
adjustment affecting a companion | 
bill still in committee stages, 
utilities measure has been complet! 
and will go to enactment today.

I Third readings also followed foif I 
bills to amend the Placer Mining, I 
Income Tax, Henry Town, Work-1 
men’s Compensation, Vital Statistics, f 
Land Settlement and Development, I 
Trades Licence, Married Women’s I 
Property, and the Motor Vehicles I 
Acts. The Government followed the 8 
Motor Vehicles Act with two message g 
hiiu to declare elimination of pas­
senger liability would not be retro­
active, and to remit motor licence | 
fees on district school buses.

Completed in committee with I 
amendments were the Credit Unions I 
Act, and two bills left in committee, f 
including amendments to the Com-1 
panics Act and Forest Act. Second I 
reading was given amendments to I 
the Sumas Diking, Land Surveyors, | 
Water, and Insurance Acts.

DECLINE AMENDMENTS 
The Government turned back I 

I proposed C.C.F. amendments to the I 
Workmen’s Compensation Act which | 
would have included tuberculosis 1 
and lung diseases, allowed contribu- i 
tlons in respect to dependent chil- I 
dren up to eighteen years, included j 
domestic servants as beneficiaries, 1 
brought in fishermen at sea, and! 
gave new appeal to the courts fori 
declarations of total incapacity after | 
industrial accidents.

The check-off system of pay] 
hospital bills and union dues, offered I 
as a C.CJ*. amendment to the Forest I 
Act covering logging, was rejected, I 

I as was a further amendment seeking I 
stricter control over reversions of I 
logged-off lands in a logged-off I 
state. At midnight the stream of I 
legislation dried up, and the Hopse I 
envisioned prorogation on Saturday. I

[Redistribution of 
B.C. Ridings Fixed 
On Plans Proposed]

I Amendments to Constitution Act Ratified in Leg­
islature After Final Debate—Chief Effects 

Will Occur on Vancouver Island

REDISTRIBUTION of provincial ridings, by way ofl 
amendments to the Constitution Act, were approved yes-r 
terday by the Provincial Legislature ; the bill passing | 

second reading without a divisio^fte^^ulMres^ebate.
The chief changes from existing 

ridings after the next dissolution 9 
will be the reduction of Victoria to
three seats, creation of Oak Bay a 
and Albemi as separate ridings, the^ 
joining of North Saanich to Saan­
ich, the addition of the balance of 
The Islands to Nanaimo, and 
boundary changes in most of the 
remaining electoral district

Moving second reading of the re-| 
distribution measure, Premier Pat 
tullo said the Government’s plan 
had been the result of several 
months’ review by electoral officers, 
had been put before a non-partisan 
committee of the House, and that’ 
the bill, with some changes, was 
based on that plan. The previous 
regime had effected a redistribution 
without any reference to a commit­
tee of the Hohse, the Premier de­
clared.

Opposing the bill, R. L. Maitland, 
K.C., declared redistribution on this 
basis was an admission of weakness, 
and an effort to strengthen the ad­
ministration after a loss of confident 
by the people. The Islands riding, 
separate entity for forty years, was] 
to be Joined to Nanaimo without 
reason, and other changes had little 
to recommend them. The leader of 
the Opposition challenged the Pre-j 
mler or any member of his party toi 
stand against him in Point Grey at| 
the next election. The Govern­
ment’s plan had been prepared! 
without reference to Opposition] 
members, and presented to thi 
committee in two pieces.

PROCEDURE CRITICIZED
“I hope this is the last piece of] 

legislation of this kind that will: 
ever appear in this House. Liberal 
and Conservative Governments of] 
the past have brought about redis­
tribution on different bases; but l| 
hope in the future all Governments 
will realize that It Is something that 
should be handled along Judicial] 
lines, as It once was In the days of 
Sir Richard McBride. I çan say If]
I have anything to do with it, it] 
shall be so handled.

“These sham affairs are wrong en­
tirely. So far as I am concerned,' 
there never will be another redis­
tribution along these disgusting 
lines,” Mr. Maitland declared.

Dr. Lyle Telford (C.CJF., Van­
couver) said the plan was a g< 
mander. He reiterated Mr. Mbit- 
land’s challenge to the Premier 
stand next time in Vancouver, in 
place of an isolate riding like 
Prince Rupert. The redistribution! 
proposed was a political manoeuvre, 
he concluded. •

H. G. Perry (Lib., Fort George) 
defended the legislative committee 
from any suggestion of being party] 
to a gerrymander, and cited in­
stances where its Liberal members 
had voted against the Government 
plan. The committee had been per­
plexed by The Islands, and had de­
cided to leave the final outcome of] 

Tiding to

___  ___  pÇirv
had opposed portions of tne pi
and had opposed each other in free I 
and open discussion before the 
committee at various points. Per­
sonally, he would have preferred to 
see a Royal Commission appointed j 
for a judicial review of House rep­
resentation.

SAYS BASIS WRONG 
“I believe our basis of representa­

tion is entirely wrong at present. It I 
is on a territorial basis, where there] 
is not a majority in the House rep-j 
resenting the people ; but a major­
ity based on areas. We have a 
Government that represents a min­
ority of the people. I suggest it I 
should be based on territorial, eco-l 
nomio and cultural lines; with] 
three votes to every voter along the] 
following lines," Mr. Perry stated.

The member for Fort George then j 
outlined a plan for a House ofl 
thirty-five seats, sixteen of which] 
would correspond with the territory I 
of Federal ridings; two seats each] 
for farmers as a whole, forestry, 
mining, fisheries, manufacturers I 
and wholesalers otherwise, finance 
and general business, retailers and] 
servicing, transportation, profes­
sions; one each for management I 
and employees, representing capital 
and labor; and a Speaker to be] 
chosen by the House. On this plan, 
each voter would vote once for his I 
territory, once for his economic 
group, and once for his cultural | 
associations, Mr. Perry explained.

Such a plan would insure demo-1 
cratic and representative govern-1 
ment under even a multiple party I

I system, and party control or control f 
along almost Fascist lines would be] 
Impossible, Mr. Perry declared, inf 
conclusion.

ENDORSES SUGGESTION
H. E. Winch (C.C.F., Vancouver I 

East) called the bill a gerrymander, 
and endorsed the suggestion of oc-| 
cupational, territorial and popula­
tion representation. C.C.F? members I 
had not been consulted in the 
preparation of the new basis, and 
could see little real reason for the] 
changes now to be made.

E. T. Kenney (Lib., 6keena)1 
chairman of the special committee j 
of the House on the matter, de 
dared that not even the Angel I 
Gabriel could have satisfied mem-j 
bers in connection with redistribu­
tion. The committee had been thor-1 
ough, and impartial; and there had 
been no gerrymandering in so far] 
as the committee was aware.

Thomas King (Lib., Columbia)1 
recalled that his riding of Columbia | 
had been eliminated by the prevl-

|i ous Administration after It had 1
II the seat.
, Hon. O. S. Person. ^tiD8

Nanaimo, favored the bill,
ll be had himself recommended

the addition of The Islands 
Nanaimo,

TWo wrongs did not make 
right, R. W. Bruhn (Cons., Salmoi 
Arm) observed. The Province 
over-governed, and no effort 
being made to reduce its swoli 
state. The Administration 
talked of a minor revision; bu(| 
major changes were now sp 
Victoria was entitled to its fou 
members, and The Islands should 
remain separate. The committee ol| 
the House had done its best, witi 
the opportunity open to it.

Thomas Uphill (Labor, Fernle)| 
averred it was the defeated candl-T 
dates that did all the work of gov-l 
ernment in his riding; with thej 
effect of “two members for one dis-] 
trict.”

RESTORATION OF ALBERNI
Colin Cameron (C.C.F., Comox)! 

favored the restoration of AlberniJ 
and reduction of Victoria to 
seats; but said he had not asked foi 
the addition of Wellington, Soutl 
Wellington and Extension to Comok 
though such a change 
strengthen his support. The Islai 
if changed, should have been add 
to Saanich. For the whole 
little reason had been shown, MrJ 
Cameron said.

Herbert Anscomb (Cons., Vic-1 
toria), stating it was rumored that! 
Hon. G. S. Pearson might be made 
a public utilities commissioner, sug-1 
gested there was little apparent] 
reason for the reshuffle of seats < 
Vancouver Island. The plan effected] 
no reduction in the number 
members, and as such made no con-1 
tribution to reduction in the over-] 
burdening costs of government. : 
litically, said Mr. Anscomb tersely! 
it did not matter what the Admin-I 
lstratlon did, as it would be de-| 
feated at the polls at the next elec-| 
tion. Where, he asked finally, 
a seat for the “member for the| 
Yukon?”

THE ISLANDS RIDING
Capt. M. F. Macintosh (Cons.J 

The Islands), whose seat will be| 
elided with that of Nanaimo at 1 
next election, said The Islands! 
would have made no outcry at 1 
change if the House had been re-1 
duced to thirty or thirty-five mem-l 
bers and this sacrifice had become! 
necessary. As it was, the plan had! 
neither reason nor sense to com-| 
mend it; and The Islands were 
be linked to a riding with which 
they had no actual connection 
fact. On the other hand, Salt­
spring Island was intimately link 
with Victoria and with Saanich ;| 
with 5,500 cars, 1,300 trucks, 
buses and 32,370 passengers en 
between the two points last year i 
835 trips by the motor Terry.

A brief exchange took place be-l 
tween Capt. Macintosh and W. T| 
Straith (Lib., Victoria), the lath 
supporting the bill, and reiterati 
that The Islands had its main busl-l 
ness connections with Vancouver! 
Mr. Straith defended plural mem-] 
berships in cities, on the 
that only in that way could 1 
be preserved with rural areas rep-| 
resented in the House. Oak Bay 1 
saw as Identical with Victoria, 
practical representation in this i

C. S. Leary (Lib., Kaalo-Slocan)! 
supported the bill, recalling how Dr.l 
L. E. Borden had been cut out un-l 

| der the previous regime when Nel-| 
■on, Columbia and Albemi had been! 
eliminated.

Hon. Dr. O. M. Weir, for Point] 
Grey, defended the measure. ” 
had been no gerrymander in con-L 
naction with that riding, and the| 
Administration had had no need i 
resort to anything of the kind.

The bUl was read a third tlx 
and enactc ‘
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J. H. SCHOFIELD[acintosh, whose]
Note and Comment jl

By Saodham Graves

seat will be eliminated by the act,| 
went down fighting. As the measure jg 
was poised on the brink of enact-1 I ment, he made a last plea to the! 
Government to retain the historic! 
Islands Riding. Premier Pattullol 
rescued the Captain's motion, which! 

| had been ruled out of order, got it! 
| before "the House, and voted against! 
jit, the House rejecting a resolution 
É to refer the bill back to the select 
I committee. Enactment followed.

I S is for (Mrs.) 8
■ Dorothy Gretchen St<
■ more brains than most 
3 motions that fluster
■ unions or no.
I S is for gtrachan—David William
■ Strachan (It reads like Its bracken, 
Shut really is s-t-r-a-w-n); returned 
I and renovated, dairy-wise, animated; 
I expert on butter-fat.

• * *
S is for Stralth—William Thomas 

I Stralth; with holly for Christmas, 
I: and a hard job of work to do; may 
| pull the pictures through—here'a

hnnlnrr Ho Hfya.c!

I L is for light-hearted, the queer 
I feeling you get after arranging to 
! spend $29,677,000 of other folks* j 
ti money.

j L is for LeBourdais—Louis Le- 
: Bourdals; extolling beef and hay,
| stuffed with good Cariboo vitamins;
'i\ was reared on alfalfa. Invented beef 
I grades.

3; with 
credit-

Was Conservative Member 
Of Legislature for More 

Than Quarter Century

James H.TRAIL, Dec. 9 ___ _ _
Schofield, Conservative member of I 
the British Columbia Legislature 
for Rossland-Trail riding fori 
twenty-six years, died at his home! 
here today after a long illness. Mrj 
Schofield was bom at Brockville,] 
Ont., early in 1866.

He was elected Mayor of Trail ini 
1902, and served in that capacity for] 
five years. He was elected to the

M is for MacDonald—Hon. Ken­
neth Cattanach MacDonald; with 
twin eyes bright as stars, twinkling 
at Earth or Mars (where there is 
no Privy Council). J hoping he does!

* * *
î T is for Telford—James Lyle Tel-| 

1 ford; MX), and CM.M is for Macintosh — Captain 
Macgregor P. Macintosh; who 
flames fast, and carries weight In 
counsels of the state; whose seat 
will soon be called the late riding— 
The Islands.

is now a can­
didate, so we will only state nothing 
can abate the heat of his ardorJ 
when out hunting Governments.

! T is for Tupper—Charles Herbert! 
I Percy Tupper; rides on the P.GJ3. 
and 'twlxt you and me, it takes a 
[whole train to carry a frame sq 

rides with

M is for MacPherson—Hon. Frank 
Mitchell MacPherson; frank not by 
accident, he tells where the money 
went, and why, and how it was 
spent there.

was elected for the new constitué 
ency of Rossland-Trail, and served 
until the 1933 general election.

In 1907 he was grand master df 
Masons In British Columbia.

Mr. Schofield retired from active] 
business in 1933 after operating his] 
real estate and insurance business! 
for many years.

He is survived by his widow, aj 
daughter, Letitia, and two sons] 
James P. and John L., all In Trail]

HOUSE MOURNS PASSING I
By a standing vote the British] 

Columbia Legislature expressed deem 
regret yesterday at the passing ofj 
James H. Schofield.

[gigantic and muscular; 
a smile, mile after twisting mile, but 
straight as ramrod, inside and out.

M is for Maitland—Royal L. Mait­
land ; Conservative Chieftain; 
King’s Counsel, earned it too; now 
doing miracles for you In rebuild-

} Uis for Uphill-Noble Tom Uphill; 
mis title Is his brogue, he'll tell yoi 
many things, of oil on roads, 01 
springs that gush from the side ol 
a Government board.ing his i&rty.

M Is for Murray—George Mathe- 
son Murray; now here is a man of 
parts, versed in the printed arts; 
publicist, spokesman, columnist; is 
dead set against cow-gers.

I W is for Weir—Hon. George Moll 
(Weir; BA. and M.AU DPaed and 
j more besides, honestly earned; cul­
tured Idealist, now turning realist; 
and more is the pity, for ideals are

P is for Paton—James Alexander, 
Paton; laid out and planned Point] 
Grey; may point his plans at stara 
one day, to bring them to order. 1

! W is for Whittaker—Hon. Norman 
W. Whittaker; Mr. Speaker to you. 
He sits there, and takes it all on the 
left ear, or right. Often he taps bis 
bell, gives honored members—well, 
a reminder that order is order, you 
know.

Premier Pat- 
tiülo, R. L. Maitland, K.C., R. RJ 
"fiüftïs; Thomas Uphill, and R. WJ 
Bruhn spoke of the affection and 
esteem in which Mr. Schofield had 
been widely held. There remains to 
his memory the Schofield Highway! 
dedicated a few years ago in hi^

morning.

P Is for PattuUo — Hon. “T. D.” 
PattuUo, K.C. and LLX>.; believes 
man can surely be Just what he 
makes himself, and has just about 
proved it; House leader and pop-! 
jular, is often Jocular when storms 
blow their worst; has smile for 
friend or foe, seizing once won’t let] 
go; ever fair with the Press.

W is for Winch—Daddy Ernest 
Winch; who searches all the world 
[to find how bears are curled into 
cubic or square feet of legalized 

[space; he planned part of the Mar­
riage Act, stuck to his guns, and, 
with tact, watched ifc made law.

1 W is for Winch—Harold Edward 
I Winch; true son of Daddy Winch, 
Iproud as punch of his parent. Im­
proved debater, streamlined, but no 
lhater of slow-moving clauses in 
I voluminous bills.

P Is for Pearson — Hon. George 
Sharratt; cuts facts and wraps 
them in neat, packaged bundles; 
works sixteen hours a da/f seldom 
sees light 'o day; homesick, at times,] 
for seats now across the way and! 
stealing his thunder. P

P Is for Perry — Henry George 
Thomas Perry; Henry for fair play,

I George to save the day, Thomas for 
culture, and Perry the orator;! 
versed in parliamentary lore, knows

W Is for Wismer—Hon. Gordon S. 
flsmer; K.C. and AG., and some 
sy may be cowled judge on the 
ench. A glutton for making law, 
1th fountain pen or simply by word 
t mouth; hunter, fisherman, sports- 
lan, good-fellow-well-met.

how to use the floor, would like 
have him next door, a very gc 

! neighbor.
* * * ■i P is for Putnam —■ just pli 

Prank Putnam; but what a wea 
of man find under his hat you c 
if you go seeking; In Nelson tt 
tell he belongs to them there; 
Creston they say that that Is : 
lair; right welcome everywhere, 
plain Frank Putnam.

X marks the spot where pension
funds were.

a nuisance; for we say aye,
:ver yes.

Z is a friend to both man and 
|U fij "" ad that, whistling, 

pepers in comic 
ire, and galleries 
persons pore over 
h your bills, the 

tse has prorogued; to pot^^Éh 
Alphabet, we’re off to bed.

terges fi

fractious; at times they

have nooaR we
changed the curricula
particular about
out any “RV

S Is for
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SWËËPSTfKES GIVE 
[APPROVAL OF HOUSE 
BEFORE PROROGATION

■Legislature Goes on Record Formally Endorsing 
Governmental Drawings for Hospital Purposes 

—Seven Weeks’ Session Ends With Tradi­
tional Battle of Sessional Papers

By SANDHAM GRAVES

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR Eric W. Hamber prorogued 
the second session of the Nineteenth Legislature of the 
Province at 9 p.m. yesterday, after seven weeks of sittings 

mostly in double time. His Honor gave assent in the name of 
is Majesty to some seventy-five acts of the session, and 
anked the House for granting supply to the Crown in the 

sum of $29,766,592.
Released from their labors, forty-1 

[eight members joined in the eus-1 
tomary battle of sessional papers, f 
followed by spirited farewells in the| 

irrldors.
As its last outstanding action, the I 

[Legislature went formally on record 1 
as being in favor of Dominion and| 

ovincial governmental sweepstakes! 
Canada, where one-quarter of! 

the proceeds are set aside fori 
iospita] purposes. Moved by Thomas! 
phlll (Labor-Femie), and seconded! 

'by E. C. Henniger (Liberal-Grand! 
Forks), the sweepstakes resolution! 
read:
1 FAVOR SWEEPS
I “Whereas there is more over-g 
hospitalization in British Columbia 
fch&n anywhere else in the Domin-j 
Ion; and whereas hospitals through-1 
put the country are in urgent need 
of funds for various articles of g 
equipment; therefore be it resolved 
that this Legislative Assembly 
on record as being in favor of! 
sweepstakes, conducted by either the| 
Dominion or any Provincial Govern-1 
ment, 25 per cent of the gross' ] 
ceeds of which shall be allocated to! 
a fund to be set up for the purpose I 
of building hew hospitals, purchase! 
of equipment for, and the general | 
solvency of established hospitals."

The motion was put twice to a! 
surprised House, and passed on both| 
occasions.

"The world," Mr. Uphill had| 
argued, “is a lottery. Here we are! 
in Canada with $20,000,000 going out| 
of the country each year for sweep- 
stake tickets, and buying them! 
illegally."

“The principle is sound,” said Mr.| 
Henniger, seconding the motion.

Mr. Speaker Whittaker intoned | 
the question, putting it to the House.! 
“The ‘ayes’ have it," he announced.! 
Somebody challenged the ruling, and I 
the question was put again. The! 
‘ayes’ still had it; and the British! 
Columbia Legislature had endorsed! 
governmental sweepstakes for hos-| 
pital purposes.

ENACTMENTS 
The House virtually cleaned its 

order paper of legislation in the’ 
morning sitting. Enactments fol­
lowed for Public Utilities and Credit! 
Union .measures, and for amend-! 
ments to Land Settlement, Forest,! 
Companies, Industrial Cone]
Sum as Dyking, Contagious 1 
(Animals), Land Surveyors, ] 
ance and Engineering Acts.

Premier Pattullo presentee 
I and Anal report of tbe

House endorsed the payments 
[I of a full sessional indemnity to Mrs. |
! Paxil Smith, M.P.P., absent by 1 

reason of attending a health con-1 
! ference at Ottawa in the Interests!
! of the Province, and swept on with| 
|| legislation in final stages.

LABOR MEASURE
On the Industrial Conciliation 1 

l| and Arbitration Act, the C.CF.J 
|| moved to insert authority for!

“quicky strikes" and to remove the! 
|| date beyond which formation of 9 
I trade unions outside of local areas g 
I are not to be recognized. Hon. G.l 

S. Pearson said he did not believe 1 
H in strikes, and resisted other amend-! 
8 ments. The Government’s bill wasfl 
| enacted as drawn.

On the Legal Professions Act, thefl 
| House struck out wording which! 
I would have debarred real estate| 
j agents from dealing with oertainB 
8 classes of real estate and other! 
I property, and accepted the balance! 
I of the bill on the direct undertakings 
I by Attorney-General Wlsmer thatE 
I its new powers would not be mis-|

ORIENTAL ISSUE
On motions, the House held a fulll 

I dress debate on Oriental exclusion! 
I and limitation of fishery licences in| 
I allied resolutions presented by| 
I Captain M. F. Macintosh and r| 
IW. Bruhn from the Conservative! 
I side.

The debate following was upon! 
I non-partizaa lines, the Govern-? 
I ment arguing that it would be un-1 
I wise to interfere now with a delicate! 
I situation, and that no purpose could| 
I come from memoralizing Ottawa! 
j with complaints of inaction. Con-j 
j servatlves contended that the sltua-f 
I tion was being allowed to drift, andg 
[that Eastern Canada was not yetj 
| aware of the facts.

It was brought out in debate thatl 
j second generation Orientals, now| 
I British subjects, had secured ma-j 
I jorlty control of many lines of pro-J 
| duction in potatoes, hothouse prod-f 
1 ucts, vegetables and small fruitaj 

and were steadily gaining in the!
I actual number of fishery licence^ 
I held.

Conservatives pleaded for the re-1 
| peal of present immigration provij 
j sions at Ottawa, and for action nom 
I to set a date at which land-owning 
|and other non-reciprocated privfcj 

s could be withdrawn. T 
motion was witl 

[debate adjourned

the Farmers’ Advisory Board, in-1 
eluding praise for the Adjgnfetra-I 
tion in the work-for-taxes plan. j 

Premier Pattullo announced ] 
rogation would be reached by night-] 
fall.

DIVISIONS HELD
Resuming the Oriental immigra-j 

tion debate at the afternoon sltting| 
Conservatives pressed a division < 
the issue by way of an appeal from 
a rxillng of the chair, which had held 
an amendment from the Govern-) 
ment side was in order. The Hou 
divided 28 to 14 in support of thel 
chair; Conservatives and the C.C.F.! 
later voting in favor of the origina 
motion, which was defeated. Thel 
motion had asked repeal of existii 
agreements.

The Government accepted a mo-!
I tion from Dr. J. D. Hunter (Conserv-I 
ative, Victoria) calling for further! 
Federal attention to the prevention! 
of tuberculosis among Indians, and! 
a motion to memorialize the Domin-T 
ion on the subject carried unanl-g 
mously.

A second division was reached! 
when Conservatives challenged an-1 
other ruling of the chair, holding a| 
Government amendment to theirg 
motion for action to secure tower! 
grain and mill feed rates on west-g 
bound trains in order. The House | 
divided 37 to 8 to sustain the chair, I 
the C.C.F. siding with Government! 
benches on the issue.

PARTY LINES SPLIT 
A third division cost the Admlnis-1 

tration momentarily two of itsj 
staunchest supporters, Dr. J. J. Gil-| 
lis (Liberal, Yale) and H. G. Perry | 
(Liberal, Fort George). H. E. Winch | 
(C.CJF., Vancouver East) had moved § 
to have the House declare that Fed-1 
eral law controlling the operation 1 
of the B.C. Telephone Company! 
should be repealed, so that tele- F 
phone services could come underl 
Provincial utility law. The House! 
rejected the motion on a show of v 
hands, and Mr. Winch called far the j. 
division. The House divided 35 to| 
8 against the motion, Conservatives 
voting with the Administration, and r 
Messrs. Gillis and Perry with thefc 
C.C.F.

The House proceeded with the bal­
ance of some twenty miscellaneous! 
motions, voting them down, to clear j 
the order paper.

Final enactments for last-minute § 
measures passed without Incident,! 
including third readings for bills to I 
amend the Water, Legal Profes-j 
sions, Municipal Acts, and a re-| 
opened and further amended bill to j 
authorize Provincial control over fJ 
civic loans under the Federal Munici-i 
pal Improvements Assistance Act, g 
only technically changed.

COMMITTEE REBUFFED 
A short, sharp wrangle followed! 

jj over action by the municipal com- ■ 
| mittee in inserting a localized form| 
H of health Insurance under munlclp 
| direction at Matsqui, the Govern-! 
j ment demanding deletion of thj 
j provision, which was done.
[House recessed at 6:05 p.m.,
8 8:30 p.m. Shortly before 9 pm., 1 
| Honor came, and the session «

Good nature blossomed in 
I final periods of the day, with many|
| friendly exchanges across the :
| of the House. The Minister of 1 
| was heard congratullng the i 
| member for Victoria, on his l 
| allty, but not upon his politics. '
| chief Liberal whip created 
| when he inadvertently 
| after devisions that a 1 
| had paired on the division with i

On each member’s desk was ■ 
Christmas box of holly, as a 
from the fourth member for Vlct< 
whose seat will be eliminated in re-g 
distribution. The irrepressible mem-! 
ber for Femie was heard calling t 
Premier a “good fellow," and the! 
House leader smiled gaily in reply.!

The member for The Islands,! 
whose seat is also to be ell 
provoked a roar with a chance allu-| 
sion to professorial attitudes, and t *

| own soldierly interpretation of f* 
"Ethnologically homogeneous" 
too much for the member for Salmon! 
Arm, who can speak seven 1 
and almost too much for the t 

I In whose motion it aj 
House made him define the w 

[twice.
Relieved from the long strain, i 

the pressure of double and triple! 
sittings, the House gave Itself up! 
after prorogation to the customary 
battle of discarded sessional ]

[ ending the session in a time-honored! 
way.

A bill to amend the Hours of Work| 
I Act was left to die, a lone orphan, | 
I on the order paper.



Saturday,

i.C. Legislature Is 
Given Final Report 
Of Fuel Commission

| Report Repeats Gasoline Can Be Sold for 18 Cents 
A Gallon If Distribution Unified—Recommends 

Public Control of Utility, and New Duties

WITH the explanation that the voluminous document hadj 
been received on Tuesday, but had not yet been read by 
himself, Premier Pattullo presented the third and final 

report of the Macdonald fuel commission yesterday morning in 
the British Columbia Legislature. Contained in a volume eight 
inches thick, the report was filed with the Clerk of the House.j 

The report reiterated that “a re­
duction in the selling prifi^t-gaso­
line is the first step to save the]
Vancouver Island coal industry from 
extinction," and recommended regu­
lation by a public body in the public | 
interest. The report read* in part 

HIGHLIGHTS CITED 
“At present a private body or com­

pany controlling the price of gaso­
line, and consequently the price of 
heavy fuel oil, can virtually destroy 
the British Columbia coal industry.

“Regulation therefore by a public) 
body is highly desirable in its (t 
coal industry’s) interest, and in th< 
public interest.

"A reduction in the selling price ofjj 
gasoline is the first step to save thee 
Vancouver Island coal industry fromj 
extinction.'

British Columbia's processed fuelfl 
oil should be protected by a cust< 
duty or dump duty on imporl 
heavy fuel oil to enable it to be soldi 
at ah economic delivered price, the! 
report said at another point.

COAL OPERATIONS 
“A large market has been lost tol 

Vancouver Island coal because of its| 
high cost of production and distri­
bution. Establishment of central] 
coal distributing depots, or somi 
modification of that principle, is the| 

iveJBâ^jn which the pos­
ition charges for

______1 to a point where
H could compete effectively,” the 

lent said, differing with the| 
lared capital structure of operat-

‘.“We found no evidence of any] 
practical scientific tests by anyone in| 
the province which we could safely 
accept as weighing the merits of|
specific coals and fuel oils.__
situation is in large part due to thu 
lack of initiative of the coal com-| 
panies themselves,” Mr. Justice ....
A. Macdonald said at another point.

GASOLINE PRICES 
Pull production costs of oil com­

panies operating in British Colum 
Ma were not available to the com 
mission from the British ColumbL. 
representatives of these companies] 
the report asserted. Gasoline ooul. 
be sold at a fair profit at eightee. 
cents a gallon, if distribution wen

I reorganized, and the multiplicity ol 
service stations eliminated it wi 
reiterated.

With hundreds of pages of t 
typed findings and data, the i 
will require some lime to analyze, 1 
was foreseen. N<pjnmediate com4
HouseWaS °ffered”1 lts entfy in thj
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àttle of Papers as Session Ends

. — -----------—-"V   » r*UB5HWIUIS. nuuvc WdS U1C bid
mgnt after Hon. E. W. Hamber, Lieutenant-Governor, had dismissed the session.

PARTY WHIPS
B.C. Legislators Winding Up 

Personal Affairs After 
Long Session

Legislative whips were recognized 
yesterday as parliamentary groups 
broke up here after the long, hard
____1 —  T~\ — T T nllllr rntlrmnsession. Dr. J. J. Glllis, retiring 
chairman of the Liberal caucus, was 
given a handsome traveling bag, with 
an expression of gratitude for long 
and able service in that position.

Conservatives. gave Capt. M. F. 
Macintosh, M.PP., their popular 
whip, a large, engraved sUver tray, 
with the signatures of fellow mem-

Leary, M.PP., chief whip, with a 
set of silver and cutlery; and How­
ard Forester, M.PP., deputy whip, 
a silver vase.

The C.CP. group broke up early, 
members returning to their ridings 
soon after the House rose on Friday] 
evening.

PLEASED WITH CITY
Golden sunshine in Victoria and 

j the presence of Government offices I 
here, will prolong the visit of several 
up-country members for a few days 
yet, It was learned.

Ope member, Glen E. Braden,
I M.PP., sitting for Peace River, will 
I isve to travel to Edmonton and 
I through Alberta’s northwest to get 
hack to his home riding.
I The Cabinet held a post-sessional 1 
Executive meeting yesterday» discuss­
ing routine affairs. No official an-

VZ .:>V
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'Leave Service
Welfare Director 
Going to Other Field, 
Dr. Weir Tells House

Dr. H. M. Cassidy, director of I 
I social welfare for the British Co-1 
I lumbia government for the last I 
I few years, will shortly leave his I 
I position for another, with con* I 
I siderable increase in salary, Hon. f 
I G. M. Weir, Provincial Secretary, I 
I said in the Legislature last night I 
I when the $5,500 vote for Dr. I 
I Cassidy’s salary was attacked I 
I by Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F., Cow-f 
I ichan-Newcastle.

“It was said, when we en-1 
I gaged him, that we had the bestf 
[man in Canada,” Dr. Weir said,I 

“and we were complimented ong 
I securing his services. He ha 
I been offered another position!
I with considerable increase in sal-|
I ary, and we shall not be able 
I hold him in the service much |
I longer.”

Mr. Guthrie said that in his I 
I riding was an old couple forced I 
I to live on $10 a month, ana their I 
I daughter, earning $3 a week, was | 
1 forced to contribute to the sup-1 
I port of her parents.

“I feel this salary is far tool 
I much for this position,” Mr. I 
I Guthrie said heatedly. "Some of it I 
I should go to others who are far |
I more deserving.”

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, I 
I noted the provincial healtn of-1 
1 fleer and many of the deputies I 
I were receiving less than the di-J 
I rector, and he thought such a| 
I condition was hardly fair.

Mrs. Paul Smith, Liberal, Van-1 
I couver-Burrard, said the govern-1 
Iment had revived full value in] 
j Dr. Cassidy’s services.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F..I 
I North Vancouver, said Dr. Cas-| 
I sidy had done splendid work in a| 
I specialized field, but she was! 
I sorry to note the $780 salary of a 1 
| stenographer in his department I 
| would not be increased during ] 
I the year.

114,200 Voted 
I Ex-Agent-General

The Legislature last night! 
passed without comment or de-1 
bate the statutory annual allow-! 
ance of $4,200 to F. A. Pauline,! 
former agent-general in London! 
for British Columbia.

Mr. Pauline was agent-genen 
at the time the Toimie govern-1 
ment took office in 1928. He re-1 
tired later to make way for F. P.l 
Burden, and the Legislature! 
passed "an act to provide for the! 
payment of an allowance to Fred-| 
erick Arthur r

Thursday, December 1, 1938.

'Changes Sought
House Debates 
Mrs. Steeves Motion 
For Reorganization

A complete reorganisation of 
the University of British Colipn- 
bia administration, tb make it “a | 
real public institution instead of 
a semiprivate and independent ! 
unit,” was urged in the Legis-1 
lature last night by Mrs. D. G. 
Steeves, C.C.F., North Vancouver, 
in a resolution deprecating the in­
crease in fees at the university 
this ÿear. 

i She said there were many 
criticisms of the university, such 
as too much flunking of first and 
second year students, inadequacy 
of the summer school and lack of 
co operation in the staff. There 
were also rumors about expansion 
in many ways.

“The fact is conditions at the 
university are unsatisfactory, and 
tne present system of govern­
ment for the institution does not 
seem to be best,” she said.

Dr. J.J.GilliSi Yale, said he heard 
many complaints in the interior 
that costs at the university were 
too high for interior students 
He said there was no question 
that only the moderately rich 
could educate their children there. 
He said It was a public institution 
and the public was entitled to lip 
formation regarding it 

“Some people go so far as to 
say there should be a change in 
the head of the university,” he 
said. “Certainly there is some*' 
thing not quite right.”

Gèorge M. Murray, Liberal, 
Lillooet, said any reflection on 
the head of the university would 
bring him immediately to his 
feet. He said President Klinok 
was doing splendid work. Rich 
men of this province, he said, 
were not like rich men of other 
places and did not endow the 
university. He thought men who 
made great fortunes in British 
Columbia should consider the 
possibility of perpetuating their | 
names through endowment of the 
university.

C. S. Leary, Liberal, Kaslo* 
Slocan, said education nowaday* 
was far too cheap and easy, and 
people did not appreciate it fully j 
.unless they paid for it

L. E. Eyres, Conservative, 
Chilliwack, believed it should be 
made possible for every boy and 
girl in the province to have uni­
versity training. He said the 
U.B.C.. was not much more than 

glorified high school for stu­
dents of Vancouver,” because the 
costs were too high for students 
from more distant places. He 
urged decentralization of the uni* 
versity. .

Hon. G. M. Weir, Minister of 
Education, adjourned debate on 
the question.

fhegfOut
ive Notes

Opposition Bills Are 
Accepted in House

The government accepted two]
I pieces of Opposition legislation I 
in the House last night and they | 
were passed.
. Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowi-L 
chah-Newcastle, sponsored one I 
of the bills, which will allow | 
members of men’s committees to I 
accompany '‘mine inspectors | 
touring a mine after an unusual | 
occurrence.

From R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
Conservative leader, Attorney* 
General Wismer accepted a bill I 
giving married women equal I 
property rights when in partner-1 

I ship with their husbands. 1

Better Accommodation 
I For Captive Animals

Ernest E. Winch, C.C.F., Bur- 
I naby, withdrew in the Legisla- 
I ture yesterday ills bill which I 
j would enlarge pits lor captive!
I bears, but only alter he had the I 
I assurance ol Attorney-General I 
I Wismer that the game commis-1 
J sion would be empowered to I 

make regulations to improve the I 
I quarters ol all captive animals.

I More Products Put 
I In Loss Leader Act

Soap, soap products and lard! 
I will be included among products? 
I that cannot be used as loss lead-L 
I ers under Mrs. H D. Smith’s I 
I amendments to the Food Prod-1 
I ucts Minimum Loss Act given I 
I second reading in the Legislature! 
I yesterday. The bill also prevents! 
| retailers circumventing the acl I 
I by Juggling invoice prlce*| 
I through wholesalers.
I Blood Tests Will Not 
■ Ban Weddings in B.C.
I Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial 
I Secretary, assured the Legisla!
I ture yesterday that-the new blood! 
1 tests before marriage will not]
I prevent couples Irom being wed.l 
1 "But H makes each ol the ln-|
| tending partners disclose his phy.j 
1 sical condition, so lar as syphillisl 
Ils concerned, to the other,” the| 
I minister said.

^Appeals to Court 
I For Mental Cases

An avenue ol release through! 
I the courts for patients in mental! 
I hospitals was sought by Ernest! 
IE. Winch, C.C.F, Burnaby, with! 
Itwo bills introduced in the Leg-| 
lialature last night 
I the measures was adjourned by I 
I Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial Sec-1 
lretary.
I He asked right ol habeas I 
I corpus for mental patients or I 
I their relatives, right ol appeal to I 
I the courts to’ determine sanity, ! 
I and regular inspection 61 private | 
I mental hospitals.

I Plea Is Made for 
| Domestic Servants

Due to the disorganized nature I 
loi the work,’ and the lack el train-1 
1 lng and standards in the occupa- ! 
I tlon, the time is not ripe to bring 
1 domestic servants under mini- 
I mum wage laws, Hon. G. S. Pear-1 
1 son, Minister ol Labor, declared I 
I in the Legislature last night as I 
I the government voted down a bill I I * • -‘ G. Steev

I would have included them.
Mrs. SteeVea made an earnest!

I plea on behalt ol better wage!
I conditions lor servants, and Mr. I 
I Pearson agreed with her, but!
I said dilficulties ol making regu-|
| latlons work were too great

U.B.C. Procedure 
I To Be Altered

A bill which changes the pro-1 
1 cedure for appointment of the!
] chancellor and members of the!
1 staff of the Unlvérslty of British B 
S Columbia was passed last nigh 
« by the Legislature. Hon. G.
I Weir, Minister of Education, said 
I they were of a routine nature.

An amendment to the Publt 
Schools Act introduced by Hod
G. M. Weir, Minister of Educa*] 
tion, will assure children In B.C 
12 years of free school tuition 
up to the age of 19 years. At| 
present high school students ov 
18 have to pay a fee.

Conservative Members 
Also Want Everyone to 
Contribute to Them

Old age pensions, to be pai<^ 
contributors at the age ol 65 - 
younger, were advocated In 
Legislature last night by R. Wj 
Bruhn, Macgregor Macintosh an 
Herbert Anscomb, Conservativ 
members lor Salmon Arm, 
Islands and Victoria, respectively! 
in speaking to Mr. Bruhn’s motto 
to this etfect.

Hon. George S. Pearson, a>
Ister ol Labor, adjourned 
debate.

"The problem ol old age is 1 
coming more Important than tin 
problem ol unemployment," Mr| 
Bruhn said, adding that it wai 
almost Impossible nowadays lor i 
person in the lilties to-secure i 
Job.

He said he could see no reasori 
why proposed unemployment ln-| 
surance and old age pensio 
couldn’t be covered in one act

Capt. Macintosh said "we 1 
get away’Irom the dole and give] 
people something they have con 
tribu ted to all their lives.” 
stressed that old age pensio: 
should be contributory.

Mr. Anscomb said he was sun 
such problems as old age could 
be settled under the eooh 
system under which Canada now 
operated. He foresaw the time) 
when persons would have to quit! 
active business at 55. Personally,| 
he said, he was going, to do thgf

He advocated a national fun 
for contributions to o)d age pen ! 
sions. He said unemfcloy 
health and old age should be| 
dealt with on that basis..

“There would, of course, have| 
to be contributions Irom Indust! 
which is today paying the enti 
.bill lor old âge pensions," he a



Across the Bay
By BKUCK HUTCHISON

BLACK HOLE
THE INMATES of the Black Hole of Cal l 
1 cutta had a certain melancholy advantage! 

over the Public Accounts Committee of thel 
British Columbia Legislature. They knewl 
roughly why they were there and what It I 
was all about. They were suffering for| 
something they believed In.

In the packed, sweltering, poisonous llttlel 
room where the Public Accounts Committees 
spent the morning, afternoon and evening of 1 
yesterday, no one really knew why he was! 
present and there was nothing definite fori 
anyone to believe In. You could only ait and I 
take your choice of suffocating In this smoke- [ 
filled, fetid air or fainting from very ex-1 
haustion and bewilderment In the mass of I 
Irrelevant evidence In the thick, choking fog I 
of innuendo, the hoarse clamor of human! 
throats.

And finally the whole dank and dismal! 
comedy ended Incredibly In anti-climax and! 
fiasco as Dr. Telford’s graft charges con-1 
cerolng the Pattullo Bridge collapsed, with g 
a faint hissing sound and a bad smell.

Never has the Legislature witnessed an I 
end like this. Never has a committee waited I 
In such expectation all day, thinking that,[ 
perhaps, after all this strange man may have I 
something, some horrid revelation, some aces 
up his sleeve. Never has a politician made I 
bold charges like this and utterly withdrawn | 
them. Never has a Don Quixote charged so « 
gayly at windmills and limped home withoutl 
lance, helmet or trousers.

Wild, incredible, like a child's fairy tale,j 
like a Walt Disney film, like the end of the! 
Big Bad Wolf. Sad, in a way also, but nog 
one seems to mourn—not the government,! 
which is vindicated; not the Conservatives, f 
who object to Socialism more than Liberal-j 
ism; not even the C.C.F., which never backed! 
Dr. Telford's charges, didn't know what theyg 
were and tried In vain to stop them.
STILL JOLLY
TO MEN OF SOFTER fibre this would be!

a crushing defeat To parliamentarians g 
of the old school it could mean nothing but I 
resignation. But Telford Is made of sterner I 
stuff. This humiliation rolls off and leaves | 
him a little dampened, perhaps, but still g 
Jovial, still threatening dire things, still! 
warning the government of more horrors,! 
to come.

Here In the black hdfc all yesterday Is! 
one of the most remarkable sights that thel 
whirling world of local politics has ever! 
offered—better fun than the movies, withP 
no admission fee and no amusement tax, | 
and more human drama In It, riche# comedy, I 
better acting. Besides, unlike thejnovles, It I 
had the added attraction that no one, not | 
even the authors and producers, can guess I 
Where the drama would end.

All day long In the black hole Is the tiercdl 
play of man against man, strength against | 
strength, the clamor of angry voices and) 
fevered brains, the deafening babel of an- ’ 
gulshed tongues, the explosions and sudden I 
silences, the total confusion, bbfuscation and I 
futility-of men trying to find a needle In aj 
haystack that Is blowing away In the wind] 
of their own making.

PLEASANT AFTERNOON 
N THIS LITTLE room, paneled In ancient 

‘ and vague through the 
and clamor, are crowded most of the 

of our British Columbia scene, 1 
on rickety folding chairs, 

as fl 
like 
de-1

Around the table sit the public accounts 
committee, the Jury In this case; at the head 
Mr. Kenney, a tiny terrier of a man, able, 
fierce, who barks louder as the day grows 
older; facing him at the other end Dr. Tel- 
ford—rotund, pink, broad-faced, his white 
mane of hair growing more disordered as he 
staggers deeper Into the morass; across the 

■ table Mr. Maitland, carrot-hair askew, huge 
■ pipe puffing, enjoying himself hugely, not 
” that he loves the government more, but Tel­

ford less; young Mr. Winch, dark, brooding, 
foreseeing that his friend Is sinking fast, but 
glad to know that he himself had nothing to 
do with this disaster; and all around bridge 
builders, engineers, contractors, unskilled in 
these arts of argument, looking with wild 
amazement at the processes of politics.

The case has not gone far before the bot­
tom of Dr. Telford’s case Is clearly sagging, 
must soon fall out altogether. But he pro­
ceeds, with a curious complacency, either un­
able to see what Is happening to him, or re­
fusing to face the fact of his own disaster, 
keeping up his courage by promising worse 
charges to come. Even when his own star 
witness, a competent engineer with a Scottish 
accent and a painted look, says the govern­
ment paid a fair price on the bridge, Dr. Tel­
ford still keeps up the brave pretence, shifts 
his ground suddenly, but not very skilfully, 
says lamely that the steel would have been 
cheaper If bought In the world market, not 
In Canada or Britain.
THE KILL
MOW IS THE BOTTOM fallen out entirely. 
* ’ Liberal members, with shouts of victory, 
pounce upon the doctor. So he wants the 
government to buy steel In Czechoslovakia, 
does he, where It is $35 a ton cheaper, and 
break down the wage standards of the honest 
Canadian working man. "Oh, no," cries Dr. 
Telford. He only wants bids called In the 
world market "Same thing, same thing,” 
howl the Liberals, hot on the trail. "Oh, no," 
shouts Dr. Telford, but his words are 
drowned In the fierce yelps of triumph.

The voices of Liberals have risen like fox 
hounds scenting the kill. Dr. Telford is on 

his - feet "shoutingT with out­
stretched hands, hard pressed, 
desperate, but still fighting. Mr. 
Kenny is thundering from the 
other end of the table and bang­
ing his gavel. The silent men, 
packed Into the back hole, breath­
ing hard, look on with wide eyes, 
open mouths.

Then into the melee dashes Mr.
King of Golden, a single lank 
curl dangling between his 
eyes. He shakes his fist and 
cries out, with a lovely mixture o: 
metaphor, that Dr. Telford is outl 
on a limb and Is trying to get on 
another tack. Equally mixed and 
frenzied Is Mr. Stralth, who says.
Dr. Telford is on a fishing ex­
pedition, trying to find somwhere! 
to hang his hat Everyone Is 
mixed, frenzied, hoarse.

Shame on you, shame on you, 
shame on you, howto Mr. King In 
an ecstasy of scorn. You can’t; 
shout me down, shouts Dr. . Tel­
ford. It’s like a dog chasing Its 
tale, growls Mr. Leary. Give ’em 
boxing gloves and let ’em fight' 
grunts Mr. Bruhn. The Doctor's1 
star witness, the Scottish eng: 
neer, looks on with bewildermem 
a plain man unused to the pro­
cesses of politics. The black hole 
listens and swelters and marvels.

At dinner time It Is clear the 
bottom to quite out of Dr. Tel­
ford’s case but perhaps he 
something else? Perhaps he 
yet produce some evlde 
Surely he has something %fter 
this fanning of air 
oî water?

When the

[ Dr. Telford has pond 
the end and to withdrawing! 
his charges, saying they were I 

[based on an irresponsible I 
I letter. The committee is shocked I 
1 for a moment, numbed, and I 

it bursts out with protests. I 
All this day of agony and sweat I 
and suffocation for nothing! Re-1 

I mains only to deplore It in the | 
House, to give the Doctor a final g 

I spanking at the hands of the Pre- ï 
mler and Mr. Wlsmer, and to for-J 

I get the whole weird chapter.
So ends a fantastic spectacle,! 

a farce of the wilder, pre-war, I 
I custard-pie variety—unparalleled f 
I here, useful only as a warning to | 
I young parliamentarians, valuable [ 
as good, clean family entertain- 

I ment. Be sure next time to bring I

ALL-CANADIAN 
HIGHWAY URGED

It was rather sad that Cana-| 
dlans, wishing to travel from one! 
place in Canada to another,! 
should have to go through thel 
United States, R. L. Maitland,I 
Leader of the Opposition, said! 
Ip the Legislature last night when! 
speaking to his motion that thel 
British Columbia House was off 
the opinion the whole of the coni 
structlon and future maintenance! 
of the Trans-Canada Highway bel 
paid for by the Federal Govern-! 
mènt.

He said a Trans-Canada High! 
way should be just as much at 

|i Canadian Institution as a Iransfl 
Canada railway. A highway warn 
necessary and proper, he said! 
and should be uniform In all del 
tails and acceptable to all kinds| 
of people.

Unwarranted Charges
r\R. LYLE TELFORD, LEADER OF THE 5 
^ Co-operative Commonwealth Federation! 
In the Legislature, has had ”hls moment”! 
with the Public Accounts Committee in con- [ 
nection with his charge that there had been E 
an overpayment of something like $300,0001 
on steel for the Pattullo Bridge at New West- f 
minster. After one of his witnesses dls-t 
[claimed any knowledge of what was expected | 
to be an Important piece of evidence, Dr. Tel- f 
ford, obviously realizing the flimsiness of his 8 

e, withdrew his charges. Such "buts" as V 
may have reserved to himself probably! 
be conveniently and quietly "liquidated”! 

his better Judgment
Despite the occasional, but usually unwar- I 
ted, suggestion that debate In the Legis-1 

iture is circumscribed by majority me-1 
les, the freedom which members of all 6 

les enjoy—and make use of—In recording i 
lelr opinions on almost every subject under I 

sun should qot be Interpreted as license j 
lor innuendo or charges arising out of I 
lothing more substantial than a desire to try | 

make political capital. It Is commonplace, 
if course, to argue that under our^systeit 

democratic government, ior tradttionall 
•liamentary usage, It to the duty of every J 

iber of the Legislature to discharge hi!
duties In conformity with the custom! 

procedure for long Identified with tbs) 
And no government Jealous of Î 

reputation or concerned about Its l 
Is likely to abuse those
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/ Dr. Telford Censured For Not 

Checking Source of Information

large

Dr. J. Lyle Telford, C.C.F., Va*- H 
couver East, formally withdrew J 
before the public accounts com-| 
mlttec of the Legislature last I 
night his charge that there was I 
an overpayment of several hun-| 
dred thousand dollars for steel fl 
used In the Pattullo Bridge.

"It appears the letter on which ||
I based my charges was lrrespon 
slble, so my whole case falls | 
down," Dr. Telford told the com-1 
mittee .that was Investigating his 
charges -w

The dôcument he referred to I] 
was purported to be a copy of a | 
letter written by C. D. Hobbs. I 
Vancouver business man, to an | 
English firm, In which reference | 
was made to" possible overpay- jj 
ment of $50 to $60 a ton for the | 
bridge steel .

Mr. Hobbs, who had testified | 
before the committee earlier, said I 
that his correspondence on the I 
subject was four years ago dnd 
he could not vouch for the auth-1 
[entieity of the copy produced by | 
Dr. Telford.

Dr. Telford said he got his I 
copies of the letter and other cor-1 
respondence from the English I 
firm.

"I presumed Mr. Hobbs would I 
have the originals on file," Dr.f 
Telford said. "As they now -ap-1 
pear to be irresponsible letters, r 
mÿ case drops down to the $35.” I 

Earlier in,the day, in a heated I 
discussion, It had been brought I 
ut that if steel for the bridge had I 

been purchased in Czechoslova-1 
ia, instead of Canada and Brit-1 
n, as required by the contract. I 

he government might have saved | 
a top.

'Then you withdraw your I 
[charge of $60 overpayment." [ 
[asked W. T. Stratth, Liberal, Vic-1 
oria.

"Yes, it reduces to the $35,” | 
Id Dr. Telford.
“But I'm not finlihed with the I 

[bridge yet,” hé mdded. "I'm I 
stopped on this and I’ve had my | 
two speeches In the House, so J I 
can't make any other charges I 
[there. But I’ve still got lots | 
about fhe bridge.”

Harold Winch, C.C.F., Vancou- I 
jver East, urged Dr. Telford to I 
withdraw his remark about Mr. I 
[Hobbs being irresponsible and! 
simply to say there was doubt] 
[about authenticity of the letter. I 

No, I can't do that, becàuse 11 
know it is a fair copy of the| 
[letter,” Dr. Telford said.

Capt. C. R. Bull, Liberal, South I 
Okanagan, said the reference to | 

r. Hobbs was quite unfair.
Louis Le Sourdais, Liberal, I 

[Cariboo, said it was very regret-1 
[table that Dr. Telford should I 

ave made the charge In the first I 
ilace'Without checking up on'his I 

jourcês. The committee had had! 
[to go to the expense of bringing I 
witnesses d<WiL the House ad'I 
journed early so the committee I 
could sit and a lot of unnecessary J 

I time and money wasted.
When the committee made its! 
rjrt to the House, members of I 

ié government and the Legists-1 
jture censured Dr. Telford fbrl 

aklng charges without suffi-1 
ent foundation.
The report completely clearedl 

government and anyone else I 
iconnected with the bridge, stat-l 

Dr. Telford had withdr 
Is charge and not one bit of 

out

; Premier Pattullo deplored Dr. I 
TélfowEs methods, saying the use I 

I of statements in the House that I 
proved to be without foundation! 
would do Injustice to citizens, < 
ate distrust in government 
was very regrettable. In future,!

I he said, the government would! 
ignore such charges unless they| 

[were made In writing.
Dr. Telford agreed that state-| 

Intents of the kind shoulld be ln| 
[writing, but added:

"I can take this on the chin]
II may have erred in my judg-l 
ment this time, but 1'U have more|

| thlligs to say."
This drew Attorney - Généra 

Wismer into the debate with 
stinging criticism "of the member 
for making charges based "on à I 
lletter from someone, to someone I 
else which wasn’t even pro | 
duced "

Even after withdrawing his I 
charge, Dr. Telford came back I 
and cast reflections on a solid, de-1 
cent business man in Vancouver! 
(Mr. Hobbs), the Attorney-Gen-1 
eral said. •• I

"I think there should be a rule! 
about this sort of thing -irr, the| 
House," he declared. ” "

“Artd the , dientber makes no 
apology," he added, "but says he 
Intends to use the same policy| 
in future." . f

Dr. Telford, he said, used the] 
same sort of tactics-in his alle-| 
gallon of forgery iln the gan 
department;on a trap-line applil 
cation,' . This matter had been! 
investigatedrTSy. $wi>y attorneys-! 
general, two, game ébmmlssionsl 
and the police, none of whom! 
found there was anything to itJ 
And Dr. Telford’s whole charger 
was based on a document from! 
a man he did not know. F

Frank Putnam, Liberal, Nel-J 
son-Creston,, and Capt. . C.
Bull, Liberal, South Okanagan.1 
ended the argument by depre-| 
eating Dr. Telford’s reference to! 
Mr. Hobbs as being irrespon-f 
slble.

At the afternoon sitting of thej 
committee it came out that, 
steel for the bridge had beentpu 
chased in Czechoslovakia instead! 
of in Canada and Britain it mlghtl 
have been obtained for $35 a ton! 
cheaper. J. C. Boyes, a private! 
bridge engineer, gave the com ! 
mittee this- Information.

Immediately Liberal members! 
decried. Dr. Telford’s statements! 
and the inference the government! 
should have] gone outside the! 
Empire"To get the steel. For mo 
mente the whole Inquiry wai 
In confusion wi(h members shout ! 
lng backward and forward at Dr.F 
Telford.

Mr. Boyes, who had figured on! 
the Ladner, Bridge project, said! 
he cotild have got steel from the! 
Skoda works in Czechoslovakia I 
at $35 ti ton cheaper than the $3011 
paid oh "the Pattullo Bridge, I

“How much cheaper if you had! 
bought it all to England?" asked! 
Dr. Telford. |

•1 couldn't say offhand,” sald| 
the witness.

“The witness has said that 61 
fair price was paid for Canadian | 
and British steel on. the PattultaT 
Bridge, but he, could have got ltl 
cheaper in Czechoslovakia," said! 
Frank Putnam, Liberal. Nelson-F 
Creston. "Would Dr. Telford sug-l 

: should have bought f

say you should get the 1 
I price foi materials oh any struc-1 
| ture,” spiled Dr. Telford. I

"You say then we should have! 
| got the steel in Czechoslovakia?"!

-Mr. Putnam.
“No, I didn’t say that."—Dr. I 

I Telford. “I never mentioned Cze-| 
| chosloVakia.”

“What other conclusion can one| 
I draw from your remarks?”—Mr.| 
Putnam.

1 ‘‘I never mentioned Czechoslo-|
vakla. I simply said you should 
get world bids on a Job of thls| 
kind,”—Dr. Telford. "Instea 
this contradt was so limited 1 
only two Canadian oompanlek 
could bid.”

"I think' Ori Telford means t 
if open bids were called the i 
adlan companies weqll have t 
meet the world price.”—HarolB 
Winch.

"So you want us to lower Can] 
adlan workmen’s standards toT 
those of Czechoelovakla?"—Mr.] 
Putnam.

"Let’s stqp now,” Interjected I 
W. T. strâîth, Libéral Vlotoria.I 
"We’ré. wasting tinté slid there I 
hasn’t béen a tittle -of evidence | 
about overpayment on the steel."

“Yes, we’ve gone a little afield,! 
but only because the suggestion! 
was made we might be trying toi 
block something," said R-T. Ken-f 
ney, chairman.

“Dr. Telford Is now on a fish:! 
lng expedition trying to findj 
something to hang hts hat on be f 
cause he hasn’t got anything lng 
this charge,” said Mr. Stralth.

R. W. Bruhn, Salmon Arm,! 
asked Dr. Telford if he was nota 
satisfied with proving that Cze 1 
choslovakja steel éouldhave been* 
bought cheaper, but Dr, Telford I 
Insisted Mr.’Boyes should make a| 
detailed estimate of the steel on! 
the > bridge contract and report! 
whdtlier he -thought it was rea f 
sonable.'

He wanted Mr. Boyes to say! 
whether1 he thought the govern-* 
ment got its money’s worth on I 
the: bridge Job, blit Mr. Kenney! 
objected, pointing out the engin! 
eer would have to make a com-F 
pieté study of the specifications! 
ftf*t.

Harold Winch suggested the| 
committee adjourn until a tabu-F 
latlon rôuld be made comparing! 
Canadian, British and other world* 
steel prices for the bridge.

Mr. Kenney insisted the com-| 
mittee get back to Dr.1 Telford’sg 
charge of overpayment.

"As far as anything shown here! 
yet is concerned, there hasn’t! 
been one cent of overpayment onl 
the contract which called for sup-1 
plying Canadian and British | 
steel,” he said.

Thomas King, Columbia, the! 
committee secretary, then again! 
read the Telford charge, as its 
had been referred to the commit-] 
tee and added:

"Dr. Telford’s out on a limbi 
and he’s trying to get away on| 
a new tack to save himself. I 
There’s absolutely nothing to| 
this'whole thing.”

This remark provoked shout-1 
tog and waving of arms between! 
Mr. King, Dr. Telford and other! 
members of the committee, with! 
Mr. Bpuhn suggesting: “Why! 
don’t you get boxing gloves and| 
go outside?"

Capt C. S. Leary, Liberal,! 
Kaslo-Slocan, said Dr. Telford’s! 
charges were not getting any-! 
where—like a dog chasing hlsl 
tall." He was prepared to wind! 
the whole Inquiry up and make al 

to the -

tive, leader, insisted that since! 
numerous witnesses had been! 
subpoenaed, they should all be! 
called to tell anything they knew| 
about the bridge.

The other witnesses of the af-l 
ternoon wgre Hoh. F. M. Mac-! 
Pherson, Minister of Public I 
Works; James Collins, head of! 
the Fraser River Bridge Com-f 
pany, and C. D. Hobbs, Vanci 
ver representative of a Britl 
wire rope company.

jCommittee Finds 
(No Overpayment

Misinterpretation on 
Road Contract Fee 
Investigated

The public accounts committee I 
2this morning found that there! 
| had beëft no overpayment to the I 
I General Construction Company, I 
i contractors on the Dutch Creek I 
1 section of the Kingsgate-Radium I 
| Highway, as alleged in documents I 
I brought before the committee by I 
| Harold Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver I 
| East.

After hearing four witnesses, I 
j the committee decided that the! 
i whole matter arose through a | 
| misunderstanding between the en* I 
| gineers as to how surface gradjrjg J 
9 shqpld be paid for in the contract. | 
| A sum of about $3,000 was in dis- j 
jjpute, and it was revealed the I 
I Dominion Government had held I 
I up its share of the cost because I 
[of the difference in opinion. I 
I B. E. Burpee, residept engineer I 
[on the work; H. A. Hetherington,I 
| surveyor; E. S. Jones, district 1 
[ engineer, and H. M. Stevens, hisj 
j assistant, and Arthur Dixon, chief | 
| engineer of the Public Works De- [ 
|partment, appeared before the] 
9 committee. '

Their testimony showed that] 
| the dispute arose on the job and| 
y was finally appealed to Mr. Dixon 
| in Victoria, who made the rulin 
j on which the payment was mad!
J In its finding^ to the House the!
| com mit tee recommends that!
I future contracts be written morel 
1 clearly to avoid doubt. On the job! 
[in question it was the first time!
I surface grading had been called | 
j for in such a manner and this|
3 gave' rise to the difference.

HOUSE SPEEDS 
LEGISLATION

While the public accounts 
mittee went ahead with its In' 
ligation Into the coat of steel fi 
the Pattullo Bridge, the Le| 
tore sat for only an hour yi 
day afternoon and put throui 
few minor bills.

Vancouver charter amei 
were passed as reported by 
private bills committee. They 
elude pçyer, to raise the tn 
licenses of the GPU, C.N.R.
B.C. Electric Railway from $11 
to $1,500 a year, authority to i 
a living allowance to Judge A. 
Harper for his work on the pol 
commission, arrangmeiits for 
advance poll and other rou 
changes.

A bill setting up an endo' 
fund lor the Jubilee Hospii 
Victoria was passed.

Various other measures
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LODGE PROTEST Fiasco In Leadership 1

r
HAS PERHAPS DAWNED UPON 
C.C.F. Leader Tellord by this time thât 
there Is a decided difference between lec­
turing to an unseen public through the 

medium of the radio and serving as the 
head of a political party in the Legislature. | 
After the Ignominious collapse of his "steel] 
charges” before the Public Accounts Com­
mittee It was not unnatural that he should 
be called to account by his colleagues of the I 
caucus. That, of course, Is their own 
business. Quite probably the general public 
will learn at a later date something of what 
went on at that meeting.

It had been expected—In the light of what 
the people of British Columbia had listened 
to over the air for several months previously 
—that as leader of the Co-operative Com­
monwealth Federation in the Legislature Dr. 
Telford would quickly make a name for him- 
•elf. As It waited for his maiden speech 
more than a year ago, the House was figura­
tively on Its toes, sufficient notice had been 
given In the newspapers to Insure well- 
filled galleries, and a general air of pleasur­
able anticipation prevailed. Dr. Telford 
spoke for two hours and ten minutes. On 
the following day we paid our respects to 
him here, complimented him on his sense of 
humor arid the Indefatigable labor he had 
expended on the collection of such a vast 
wealth of official and unofficial references 
from which he drew his Inspiration. But we 
were constrained to admit that "the case he 
presented, except occasionally, lacked the 
force he might have put Into his support of 
It had he confined himself to a discussion of 
fewer subjects Instead of attempting to un- 
load all his burden In one effort.”

Twelve months afterward Dr. Telford 
betrays no sign of having profited by such 
experience as he should have gained at the 
session of the Legislature last year. It was 
none other than Mr. G. G. McGeer, M.P., at 
« Liberal meeting In Kamloops—a name to 
conjure with In British Columbia’s political 
history—during the election campaign of 
1916 who said that If a public speaker could 
not make a point worth arguing about in 15 
minutes he had better sit down and keep 
quiet until he had had time to think out some­
thing better. Dr. Telford relied mainly on

Gas Price Law A delegation of 30 residents! 
from different parts of the! 
Islands riding arrived In Victoria! 
today to protest to Premier! 
Pattullo against the new redistri-j 
button scheme which will elimin­
ate the Islands as a separate 
constituency. .

At an interview arranged by 
Macintosh,

Government
Moves to Amend , I 

Fuel Control Act
: The provincial government t 
moved today to protect its gaso-j 
line price-fixing scheme from] 

I being ruled Invalid when It goes 
jbefore the Supreme Court for! 
j hearing.
! Amendments drafted for lntro- 
8duction in the Legislature within] 
i a day or two will state clearly the j 
| intention of the law. ]
1 They will deal particularly with 
1 points brought up In the recent 
I appeal court hearing, chiefly stat-

Capt. Macgregor 
member for the riding, they] 
made two requests. First, that 
the Islands be retained as a sep­
arate riding; second, that if this 
is not possible the Islands be 
placed In Saanich riding Instead 
of In Nanaimo, with which they!

REMARRIAGES TO
BE PERMITTED

People who have been married 
In other parts of the world but 
have lost the records of their 
union will be able to have their 
marriages legalized in British Co-

; It Is understood that when the 
amendments are put through the 
fuel board may repeal its existing 
gas price order and recommend
a new schedule under the changed 
act. This would enable the gov ] 
jernment to enforce the new gas 
price immediately If the new act 

Ils held valid.

lumbia under the amendments to! 
the Marriage Act passed yester-| 
day by the Legislature.

They will have to go through! 
another ceremony in remarrying.! 
Before the ceremony can be car­
ried out they must show either] 
that some Informality existed in] 
the former marriage, that they! 
have lost all records of the union! 
or have divorced and want to re-1 
marry again.

Shaker’s Decision 
Srors Opposition .

Resolution of E. E. Winch, 
C.C.F., Burnaby, that the govern­
ment be requested to formulate 
and put into effect a scientific 
policy for treatment of delin­
quency, having as its purpose 
the prevention and cure of crime, 
rather than the present policy of 
punishment and isolation of de- 

; linquents, was ruled out of orderi 
in the Legislature yesterday by 
Mr. Speaker Whittaker In a re 

I served decision.
He sgid he had found the re- 

; solution mandatory and dictating 
Government policy, 
r A resolution of Mr. Winch ask­
ing that suitable and adequate 
facilities -for special treatment, 

-'training and education of men­
tally defective children, was in 
order, the Speaker ruled.

INSURANCE RATES
Motorists should save from 36 

to $8 on their insurance policies 
as a result of bills put through 
the House by Attorney-General 
Wismer exempting passenger 
hazard from contracts and pro­
viding that passengers Injured in 
accidents cannot sue the driver] 
for damages, the government said 
today.

position, that certain changes 
should be made to limit the ex 
emptlon so that no injustices 
wtiùld be worked.

■ Mr. Maitland used the Ulustra 
tion of an office boy sent on a] 
message and Instructed to ride in 
someone’s car. As the original 
draft of the government btil 
stood, the boy would have no 
claim if he was injured in an acci

lards in 
Law Planned

to the!
mmm
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Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON 

BIC WIND 
’l HE LEGISLATURE was obviously su!-
1 ferlng yesterday from a spiritual hang­

over. The Telford hurricane of Wednesday, 
already known In history as the Big Wind 
of 1938, had left everyone emotionally ex­
hausted, washed out and limp. The House 
scarcely went through the motions of legis­
lating.

Dr. Telford, for his part, bobbed up as 
merrily as If nothing had happened to him, 
as if he had escaped the Big Wind altogether. 
No outsider would have suspected that he 
Was the chief castaway and now afloat In 
an open boat, far from the mother ship of 
the C.C.F.—floating no one knew where, 
gaily Into seas unknown, most remarkable 
nautical sight of modern times.

But those still on board the good ship
C.C.F. showed clearly on their laces the rav­
ages of the Big Wind. It was a sad-looking 
crew, worried lest anyone should Imagine 
Dr. Telford was still In the same boat with 
them. Everyone knew, of course, that he 
wasn’t No one doubted that the present 
separation would become wider, probably 
permanent

After the Big Wind ordinary life seemed 
a sorry let-down, like coming back to work 
in the morning after a big party. Compared 
with the excitement of the public accounts 
committee, the proceedings of the House, 
dealing with facts instead of emotions, were 
dull indeed. No one could get very inter­
ested in them. Everybody wanted to grab 
the afternoon papers and relive those 
glorious moments in the public accounts 
committee when the Pattullo Bridge charges 
came crashing down, amid screams of 
human agony.

THE PREMIER IS SURPRISED 
I IN THIS PERIOD of hang-over and con- 
■* valeseence the House worked listlessly 
for the most part on the Land Act, by which 
the government proposes to surrender, when 
it sees fit, its share of 25 per cent of the lots 
in new townsltes. In this the Conservatives 
have seen a great principle. They are fight­
ing the government’s plan to the last ditch.

Premier Pattullo, who did not participate 
in the Big Wind, was still full of fight When 
Mr. Maitland started hammering at the Land 
Act he grew a little impatient and ham­
mered back. The Premier is showing an I 
increasing impatience with those who keep I 
doubting not the rectitude of this govern-1 
ment but the rectitude of all governments, ( 
of the principle of government Itself.

Why, says the Premier, do people like 
Mr. Maitland always imagine that the gov­
ernment wllj Invariably act against the 
public interest when It is just as easy to act 
for it? Is it not possible, if only to vary the 
monotony, that governments might do some­
thing right sometimes?

Why, says the Premier in an excess of 
generosity, he would even entrust a govern­
ment headed by Mr. Maitland to exercise the 
functions proposed In the Land Act; but the 
implication is plaiif that he wouldn't trust 
Mr. Maitland’s government much further, in 
any of the larger fields of policy.

Mr. Maitland and Mr. Bruhn continue to I 
fight the act, Mr. Winch the younger makes I 
a vigorous speech against it, Mr. Perry I 
offers much wisdom, and in the end it la| 
passed. No one is very deeply moved.
REAL STUFF
ÙVERYONE PRICKS up his ears, how-1 
*-• ever, when Mr. MacPherson brings his I 
road estimates In. Here, in a fashion un-1 
known to city people, 4s the central stuff of] 
provincial politics. In the interior, bey 

pavement, government Is judged by 1 
of the i

of . angels s

places If the local road is rough. Elections! 
are lost and won, men’s careers are road 
and unmade by a few loads of gravel The 
local road—not the budget, not the Rowell 
Commission, not the principles of Liberal­
ism, Conservatism or Socialism—is the thing 
that the folks back home are thinking about

As usual, Mr. MacPherson’s distribution 
of the road maintenance money satisfies no 
one. It never can, because there Is never 
enough to go adequately around. But every­
one in this' House knows, including the op­
position, that Mr. MacPherson usually gets 
about as much out of a dollar as anyone, 
except where local foremen let him down, as 
they sometimes do In the tortuous game of; 
local politics. And when they do It is more 
Injurious to the government politically than 
all the strength of the opposition combined.

Into the pallid, abstract discussions of the 
afternoon Mr. Perry suddenly introduced a 
feeling of reality, suddenly brought us down 
to earth and, as it were, spread before us the 
solid substance of life in British Columbia.

, Far away from these marble halls, far 
from the Big Wind and the fusty smell of 
politics went Mr. Perry, over the Monkman 
Pass Road—that road built by local settlers 
with their own hands through the wilder­
ness, because they would not remain longer 
Isolated In the north. An epic, Mr. Perry 
called it, and he skilfully painted a picture 
of the poor farmers of British Columbia loan­
ing their own tools, working for no pay, to 
build a road that governments will not build, 
showing that the spirit of the pioneers is 
not dead.

With such a picture before him, Mr. Mac­
Pherson could hardly fail to be moved by 
Mr. Perry's plea for money to finish the 
settlers’ road. A bare 20 miles has yet to be 
built, and would have been built, said Mr. 
Perry, If the citizens of Vancouver had kept 
their promise to contribute $15,000.

A few dollars only, pleads Mr. Perry, a] 
few dollars to show that the epic of Monk-1 
man Pass is not forgotten In these marble I 
halls, to sbp.w the settlefs_that we appreciate I
-----1 still the manual labors of the real I----

British Columbians, while we are I 
enjoying libre all the luxuries of | 
politics, paid by a grateful elec-g 
torate.

Mr. MacPherson listened, but I 
spoke not. The epic still hangs in | 
the balance.

REFORESTATION
From North Vancouver Review 

The remarks of Captain McGÇegor Mc­
Intosh, M.P.P. for the Islands, in t! e session 
of the provincial Legislature, yeM re­
forestation, voiced one kind of con ervatism 
of which all parties can appr ve. He 
claimed that thousands of acres i t logged- 
off areas should have been replant i Instead 
of 161 as reported. Finland, he as d, set an 
example to the world in replanting ast year 
6,300 acres, and by insisting thi ; timber 
should be cut in such a way that 1 will not 
destroy natural reforestation. H pointed 
out that forestry in British Colui bia is a 
greater asset than mining, for to ;sta will, 
grow again if properly protected.

The great danger to natural reforestation 
Is fire, which destroys seeds and top soil. 
The fire hazard caused by slash and rubbish 
left behind by careless big tree loggers Is a 
misdemeanor which should be cheeked by 
drastic legislation. Doubtless in this respect, 
too, we have something to learn from Fin­
land. We are reminded of the recebt visit 
of Mr. Filberg of the Comox Lumber Co. to 
Sweden to study the methods of a country 
which has learnt by scarcity and competition 
how best to prevent wastage by scientific 
prudence.

We have In this province one of the few 
large stands of marketable timber. In a 
single year It produced $30,000,000 in new 
revenue. But there is such a thing as killing 
the goose that — **-“---------

But Premier 
Says Lands of No 
Value to Crown Today

Premier Pattullo told the Legls- 
ature yesterday he would not 
gsitatc to scrap the whole of the 
ovlndal law which requires 
at a one-quarter Interest in all 

new townsltes be vested in the 
owp. ’ * •
He said this in reply to Con­

atives who protested a change 
ity the Land Act which gives the 
febinet power to waive the quar- 
:er interest when a company 
•lots a townsite and puts in all 
he improvements. This is to 
lelp the Consolidated Mining and 

lelting Company’s new hous-1 
ig development near Trail.
The Premier said also he would 
vor the government turning 
,ck to municipalities like Prince 
pert and Prince George all the 

lots it now holds under the 
•heme.
When the land boom was on 301 

•ears ago the quarter section I 
leant something in revenue to I 

the Treasury, he said, but nowa-f 
,ys the holding is a liability and 1 

simply embarrasses a municipal-] 
ty.

H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
>rge, immediately invited the 

Premier to turn back to Prince 
(George the land it holds there, 
|but Mr. Pattullo said the act 

ould not permit this. The new 
Jamendment applies only to fu-j 
Iture townsltes.

j Capt. Macgregor Macintosh,
“ inservative, the Islands, joined 

leader, R. L. Maitland, K.C.,
In attacking the bill. He argued 
t was another case of partlzan- 
ihip control over business which 
lust be fougrit against if demo- 
•atic institutions were to 
tain

SE DEPARTMENT 
I PLAN APPROVED

Municipal Committee 
Favors Plan That WOl 
Aid Oak Bay Firemen
Amendments to the Fire De-| 

partments Two Platoon Acl 
which will force all municipal!-! 
ties with organized fire depart j 
ments to adopt the two-pU 
system was given the appn 
of the Legislature’s mun 
committee this morning.

The effect of the measure will

I
 be to reduce working hours foq 
firemen in several localities.
At present the two-platoon sy

Item is enforced only in Victor! 
Vancouver and New Westi 

ster.
The committee was Infor

I
that most of the other town^ 
have voluntarily adopted 
system and reduced the work 
hours for firemen to near the] 
1-hour limit specified.
In a few, however, indud 

lak Bay, firemen are work* 
nore than 100 hours a week, 
nbers were told. The 

endment will 
•top
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[C.C.F. Not Linked 
To Telford Charges

Action to Discipline
Member Indicated 

I After Probe Collapse
Members of the C.C.F. Party I 

in the Legislature have entirely | 
dissociated themselves from Dr. 
J. Lyle Telford's charges about j 

I the Pattullo Bridge Which cot- 
hapsed Wednesday before the] 
public accounts committee.

At a caucus of the party yes-| 
terday afternoon the members 
plainly* told Dr. Telford they 
were not backing him and did not 
think he should have brought the 
charges in the first place. Dr. 
Telford walked out of the caucus.

It was reported the House 
members of. the C.C.F. were ask­
ing the provincial executive of 
the party to take appropriate 
action in Dr. Telford's case. As 
a group in the House they were | 
taking no further action here, ! 
leaving the matter to the party j 

| organization.
It was intimated that the inci­

dent may bring about an entirely 
new policy for the party. The] 
C.C.F. has no official House | 
leader, although its affairs are 
generally directed by Harold | 
Winch, the chief whip. Arising! 
Wt of Wednesday’s incident a I 
move developed today to name!

\ Winch as House leader sot 
it there would be some control jj 

over the tactics of group mem-j 
bers.

j Transportation 
(Bill Approved

Victoria and Municipalities! 
May Take Joint Action 
Subject to R.U.A.

Greater Victoria’s request fori 
I legislation to enable the city andi 
I the three surrounding munlci-l, 
I palities to join In granting a j 
I transportation franchise was ap-S 

»ved in camera tills morning r 
the municipal committee off 

s Legislature, with the inclu-l 
Islon of a clause making it sub­

ject to the government’s new!: 
~ iblic Utilities Act, now before $ 

iy House.
he proposed amendment to I 

Municipal Act, giving this] 
tr to Victoria, Oak Bay,! 

* - uiraalt, has "

. E. G. Bridg-jj 
puty minister of muni- 

t the committee. I 
«debated whether | 
! proposed by-law! 

)ject to the approval l 
utenant-Governor-ln- j 

proposed in the]

ly any chance, the Public! 
were declared ultra]
ler-li __ __

. H. Lawson, muni-a for Oak —- -1

[VOTE $165.000 
0M ISLAND ROADS Profits Tax To Be Levied

Atrict
Folr Next Year 
Before Legislature

1 rJVithi,thL customary demand 
I from all sides of the House for 
I more and more roads, the Legls —
1 iature yesterday voted the annual “ 
j appropriation of $2,179,570 for 
j public works maintenance, un- 
I changed from last year’s vote mim? 
j District road maintenance votes il 1tax on excessive reserves total $986,500. For bridges^the ! ! ,rlbuted by companies 
2* $625.000 is allocated, for U ~ "* ‘

| ^T*es $250,000, for wharves $18,- E 
jooo, for snow removal $120,000 r 

f®r,d?qUlpmen.t F30XM0 and for

B.C. Government to Take 15 Per Cent 
On Excessive Reserves, Hart Declares

traffic operation $60,000. I

a
Following are the district votes 

for Vancouver Island: Alberni- 
Nanaimo, $37,500; Comox, $37,. 
500; Cowichan-Newcastle, $31,000- ms 
Eq^a“’ Î^-OOO; the Islands, 1 
™5.^an‘Ch' $13’««;a ‘««al K

[Âsks Aid for 
jMonkman Pass

H. G. T. Perry Says 
Government Should Give 
Financial Assistance

H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort l| 
I George, urged the government In [j 
jthe Legislature yesterday to make 6 
j a special appropriation to help fl 
j the pioneers of the Monkman || 
j Pass highway.

After describing the untiring II 
1 efforts of the settlers.who have! 
doggedly built part of the road— | 
an outlet to the Peace River—I 

I Mr. Perry suggested the House! 
vote $25,000, $20,000 or even $15,-1 

I 000 toward the project.
He said Vancouver people had I 

j promised $15,000 toward the road I 
I but It had not been produced. I 
I Otherwise the road would not be f 
| through.

"Admittedly It’s a poor road I 
I now, but it's passable as far as I 
I built. I plead with the govern-1
I ment, if necessary, to provide the I 
money," he sdid.

Mr. Perry made iFclear that in I 
asking aid for the Monkman I 
route he was not discarding sup-1 
port for the Turgeon route to the I 
Peace River through Unlay I 

| Forks. I
"The Peace River is a vast] 

country," he said, "and there will | 
be more than one highway to it 1

II think the engineers will decide 1
one day that the route by Finlav f 
Forks Is the best. y I

“But I ask now for an armro-1
I h«»U°n 1vL^heae $reat mernwho I 
have pushed the Monkman road! ahead. They are not gSLg"^ 
stop They will give their time
and labor to put it through. 11
think their efforts should be rec-1
ognlzed by the government.” I

All parties, he said, had been I 
talking about a Peace Riyer dut-1 
let for years. Now . was the I chante to help. 1

Amendment to the Income 1 
Tax Act which provides for the! 

I taxing of undivided or undis-1 
* tributed profits of corporations I 
l vvas introduced in the Légiste- F 
jj ture th.'s afternoon by Hon. John! j Hart, Minister of Financé.

It sets a rate of 15 per cenU 
not dis-1 

above I
what the government thinks are] 

j reasonable requirements, 
j The amending section brought j 

in by Mr. Hart reads:
“Where a corporation to which 1 

this section applies has an ac-f 
cumulation of undistributed gains | 
and profits which in the opinion! 
of the minister is in excess off 
what is reasonably required for| 
the conduct of its business, thef 
minister may, by notice In writ-0 
ing, so inform the corporation! 
stating the amount by which he g 
considered the said accumulation I 
exceeds such reasonable require-1 
ments, and if after the expiration I 
of 30 days from the date of thel 
notice the amount of the excessj 
stated therein has not been 
tributed in the form of dividend 
to the shareholders of the 
poration, the minister may direct! 
that the corporation be assessed| 
and taxed on the accumulation < * 
undivided op undistributed .gains! 
and profits at the rate of 15 per] 
centum on the amount of 
excess stated in the notice, an 
the corporation shall be assesi 
and taxed accordingly.”

Safeguards are provided id 
Mr. Hart’s bill against double) 
taxation on the undistributei 
profits when they are finally < 
tributèd.

It is also provided that coin 
porations disputing the minister'd 
ruling may appeal to the proving 
dal cabinet.

Another amendment to the] 
Income Tax Act provides for thd 
taxing of life insurance com-l 
panics at the rate of 2% per cent) 
on gross premiums.

This tax is in lieu of all otl 
inedme taxes imposed on insur­
ance companies

[Special (rank 
For Pensioners

Councils Will Be Able 
To Make Up for Reduc­
tions From Own Funds

Municipal councils will be able 
II they-see lit, to grant extri 
allowances to persons whose pen 
sions wtil be cut by the new 
Municipal Superannuation Act, I 
shortly to be Introduced in thel 
Legislature.

This will apply only to those 
now in receipt ol pensions and 
not to those persons who will be 
superannuated In future.

E. H. Bridgman, Deputy Min-1 
Ister of Municipal Affairs, made! 
this announcement to members! 
of the Legislature municipal 
committee this morning. Ini 
camera, later, the committee! 
approved the principle.

He said the department wall 
preparing a clause to this effect 
In the new act.

Many persons now on munl-j 
dpal pensions in the province will 
have their pensions cut below half 
under the new act

Strenuous objection to the 
clause which will enable councils 
to increase the pensions, as they 
see fit, and at no cost to the sup­
erannuation fund, was taken by 
several members of the commit-! 
tee.

W. T. Stralth, Liberal, Victoria, 
said such power would create a 
political football. He preferred! 
to see a.higher minimum scale 
set below which no pension! 
could fall. He Instanced a woman! 
and child on $65 a month now,! 
would be unable to live on less, j

Mrs. Dorothy Sleeves, C.C.F.J 
North Vancouver, was of thel 
opinion such power would leave! 
the way open for a great deal of 
lobbying. She said pensioners! 
woflld have no certainty from! 
year to year as a pension in-jj 
creased by one council would not» 
necessarily be carried on by thel 
next

L. H. Eyres. Conservative,] 
Chilliwack, said such power] 
would be most dangerous. Pen-] 
•loners, he said, would want to] 
see back In office those who had] 
Increased their allowances.

Mr. Bridman explained the way ! 
would only be left open In the] 
act for such action If a council] 
felt Inclined to Increase the pen-] 
lion.

R. H. Carson, Liberal Kam-j 
loops, said there would be great] 
danger if councils felt too gener- ]



518,000 PHONE 
[BILL EXPECTED

Legislature Passes $188,-
770 Vote to Maintain
Parliament Buildings
Maintenance of the Parliament! 

I Buildings and grounds will cost I 
the taxpayers of the province I 

I $23,720 more next year than last, j 
I according to the $188,770 vote for I 
I this purpose passed by estimates g 
j committee of the Legislature yes-1 
I terday, when Department of Pub-1 
I lie Works estimates were under 1 
1 discussion.

A whole army of workmen look ! 
| after the stately pile that houses! 
I the seat of government and helps | 
I make Victoria's entrance one of | 
ü the most Imposing in the north-1 
I west.

The salaries and expenses for 1 
S the heating plant next year are | 
I estimated at $15.310. In charge I 
1 of. the heating plant are an en-J 
Tgineer, assistant engineer and} 
I fireman.
j The , mechanical staff consists 1 
I. of a foreman of works, head car-| 
I penter. chief electrician, plumber,! 
| painter and chauffeur.

There are 23 Janitors, in addi-§ 
tion to a chief janitor and a jani-g 
tress. There are night and day | 
foremen, three watchmen, an 1 
usher and an assistant usher. On I 
the regular staff are a head gar-1 
dener and an assistant gardener. 1

Furniture next year will cost I 
I $25,000, an increase from $15foi 
J Power, light ajid water will to 
I $16,000; repairs are estimated at 1 
I $33,080.

The telephone bill that thel 
I province-pays for the Parliament J 
Buildings is probably the highest f 
in British Columbia. Next year it| 

| i> estimated to cost $18,000.,

Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

IUCHTS OUT
I-THE LIGHT ol provincial politics, not very I 
I 1 bright all day, sputtered out altogether I 
I late yesterday afternoon and plunged thel 

eglslature into utter darkness; not In thel 
[figurative sense which Mr. Pattullo or Mr. I 
I Maitland might use, but literally, In dead! 
■earnest. The lights went out And when Tom I 
| Uphill marched Into the House like Lady I 

dacbeth, bearing aloft a lighted candle, which | 
| he solemnly stood on his desk, the Premier I 

dded to call off the show. The House] 
ent home.

By a highly appropriate freak of the-l 
outheast gale which was laahlng Victoria, | 
he lights went out In the Legislature Just as i 

s House was debating the new public utility I 
act, which k chiefly designed to control elec-1 

-Icily. Alas, winds and power lines are! 
|beyond the control of this Legislature and 8 
' exactly at the moment when It was discussing | 

he B.C. Electric Railway Company, the local g 
■lines of that organization snapped in the gale. I 

Among all the wild, legendary and ever-1 
8 glorious scenes that thh legislative chamber I 
■has witnessed in its time, this was perhaps] 
■unparalleled. Here was the House sitting In I 
■ the dark of a late December afternoon with I 
I the Premier holding the public utility act up I 
I close to his nose to read it, Mr. Maitland I 

qulrming to catch the last rays of daylight, I 
land Mr. Carson In the chair wedding any 
[electric torch which he turned on the btU| 
| before him.

Dim In the twilight were the figures of I 
I our legislators, only the white plume of Mr. [ 
I Hart's head plainly visible through thel 
I gloom. The galleries all around were utterly S 
1 black and their occupants quite Invisible, I 
■giving a certain ghoatllneaa to the whole spec-1 
J tacle. It made you thing of British partis- 8 
Iments, long ago, sitting In the dim shadows | 
I of Westminster Hall.
{brain CHILD

^utf STILL the Premier struggled on, | 
carrying that precious burden, the utlll- 

5 ties act, his own brain child, through the 8 
I gloom. Occasionally the lights flashed on for I 
la moment or two and then off again, but such [ 
lis our legislators’ presence of mind that their j 
I speeches continued, without hesitation or I 
I Interruption, light or dark. If, growls Mr. i 
I Uphill, they’d send for one of me bhoys, Mr. I 
I Speaker, the electricians, you understand, I 
| from Pernle, they’d fix us these lights. Mr. I 
j Pattullo pays no attention, strides on, brain | 
I child clutched to his bosom.

It’s all very well, says Mr. Uphill, for these I 
I learned fellows in the government and thel 
|opposition, because they don’t have to read! 
j the Utilities Act. They know it off by heart I 
I now. But I can’t read It even with my spec-1 
| tades that cost 20 bucks.

Mr. Wlsmer squelches this protest by I 
I pointing out that until the lights went out I 
I Mr. Uphill hadn’t even bothered to come Into I 
I the House to look at the utilities bill—only I 
| came In to protest that he couldn’t look at it. I 

Finally Mr. Uphill, with a touch of his I 
I old clown's genius, goes out and comes back I 
I with hli candle, solemnly plants It on his I 
I desk, where It shines like a. good deed In a I 
I haughty world, and begins to read the util- f 
| itles act with a sudden Interest.

The Premier can’t resist Mr. Uphill’s I 
I Joke. Reluctantly he puts his brain child | 
I away for the night, and Mr. Maitland agrees I 
I that one cannot apply one's mind In this I 
I atmosphere. Mr. Pattullo replies that bel 
I can apply his mind at any time to anything. I 
I Mr. Maitland agrees that the Premier has I 
I been In the dark so often and ao long that | 
I he Is probably used to if—a a 
[dark.

dote these pwasimtne» wound up 
[dismal day, the House had made good pro-1 
tigress wi the utilities act, with earnest and I 
I fair! ' I'endly discussion on both sides. The 1 

chlct.il t which emerged from the discus-Î 
Ssion Was that the public utility companies, I 
[not the government, are going to pay fori 
| the enormous coat of investigating them-[
|selves.

Thus, for example, the B.C. Electric will [ 
[probably have to pay around half a million |
I dollars for Its Investigation, the Premier I 
|said. The company, of course, can charge]
5 Its consumers for the expense. In the end j 
I the public will pay. On the other hand, |
I there may be large compensation In lower | 
| utility rates.

[STOCKS AND REAUTY
The other fact, emphasized again and I 

I again by Mr. Wlsmer, is that while the stock | 
| issue of any company cannot be altered, It j 
[will not be recognized for ratefixing pur-1 
| poses. Just because a company, for ex-f 

ample, has issued a million dollars worth of j 
; Stock It will not be entitled to a profit on I 
that amount. Instead, engineers and] 

j lawyers will find out how much the com-f 
ipany’s plant la actually worth. It It Is on 

5 worth half a million it will get profits <
| that, and It will be Just too bad for 
1 stockholders if they have been getting div 
j dends on the whole million. •

There was a good deal of rambling, but 
I keen discussion on many details of the bil 
I At one point Mr. Maitland seemed to have I 
j fallen into a strange Inconsistency, which, I 
I perhaps, he may explain later. His fight I 
I has always been against a public utility | 
I commission not independent of the govern-1 
I ment, not all-powerful and free of polltl-1 
| dans. But here he was, deeply alarmed I 
[because the commission proposed by thej 
j government might be too powerful, might I 
Interfere too much with utility companies I 
and harass them with unnecessary investi-1 

j gâtions.

I Thinks Victoria 
I Gets Too Much

Lillooet Member Says 
Capital ‘Out in Middle of 
Pacific Ocean’

Because Victoria was the t 
I capital of the province- the Public $
I Utilities Commission headquar-p 
I ters should and would be here, ] 

Premier Pattullo said in the I 
Legislature last night.

| He believed all government de-1 
I partments should be together to] 

facilitate work. If the seat of I 
government was In Vancouver, I 
the commission would have Its] 
headquarters there, naturally.

"Victoria Is the capital city, I 
politically, but Is It the capital! 
Industrially?”* George Murray,I 
Liberal, Lillooet, asked. "Thel 
headquarters should be at Kam i 
loops or Lillooet or some other I 
central point, pot out in thel 
middle of the Padfic Ocean.” I 

“This is the Intelligent and! 
cultural centre of the province, 11 

I will have my . honorable friend] 
I know,” Mr. Anscomb said. I 

Harold Winch said it was high] 
I time the government gave $1,00'
1000 to the Minister of Pub 
| Works to extend the Parllan 
I Buildings- so that all govt 
I offices could be together;



leu
Amendment of Petroleum 
Act Without Precedent 
They Claim

Representatives of business In-9 
terests opposed to the B.C. Gov-f 
emment’s gasoline price control II 
measures today protested the!] 
amendment to the Coal and| 
Petroleum Products Controls 
Board Act as introduced by At-a 
tomey-General Wismer and given | 
second reading In the Legislature | 
last night.

They object to the government! 
“patching up" a weak spot in the K 
law through this amendment V 

| while the issue is before thef. 
courts. Premier Pattullo, reply-ji 
ing to this argument, took the|l 
position that ultimate authority {' 
lay with the Legislature, which 1 
had the undoubted right to say! 
what it Intended. R. L. Maitland,f 
K.C., Leader of the Opposition,! 
although criticizing some aspects I; 
of it, said he would not oppose the t 
bill.

“The Intended effect of the|
I amendment of the act as brought 
down by the Attorney-General lsfi 
not only to cure defects in the act !

1 but to over rule the considered J 
3 Judgment of the Court of Appea 
1 as to the admissibility of 
I Macdonald report," the buslnesi 
I Interests said in a statement.
I 'These defects in the act were J 
I pointed Out by counsel for the oB 
I companies during the course or 
I arguments before Mr. Justice) 
jManson in the SupremefKourt and 
1 on the motion before the Court of j 
I Appeal to continue the lnjunctio 

prohibiting the government from!
I enforcing the gasoline price cuts. I I “In other words, the Attorney- 
I General in an action to which he 8 
is a party is proposing legislation | 
which, If effective, will not only |

I operate for his benefit and to I 
1 detriment of his opponents, but 

which will nullify and defeat the | 
considered Judgment of the hlg 

j est court of the province.
“It should be remembered i 

j not only the highest court in 1 
Dominion, the Supreme Court ol 

j Canada, but the highest court I 
i the Empire, the Judicial Comn 
I tee of the Privy Council, ha 
I both already ruled in the Alberi 
I bank references case, that ( 
[legislative history of an act i 
I be referred to In order to deter» 
j mine its validity. The Britl 
I Columbia Court of Appeal, then 

e, had the highest In author-1 
pty on which to base their 
I dslon.

"There can be no hesitation Ini I saying that the proposed amend-/ 
I ment to the Coal and Petroleun 
| Act Is without precedent in 
I legislative history of the Briti 
I Empire. To our knowledge nd I Attorney-General in any part o j 
I the Empire has ever attempt!
I to Interfere In this manner 'I the courts with respect ol i 
J before them for adjudication, i 
I to nullify a considered jud,

! the courts .on a vital i 
Sty of

| Changes Dowd
Original Proposals 
Modified in 
Government’s Bill

Alterations in the British Co-1 
lumbia mining laws, subject off 
discussion- between the govern | 
ment and the mining fraternity | 
for a year, reached the Legisla-| 
ture last night in bills tabled by $ 
Hon. W. J. Asselstine, Minister of jj 
Mines. They are to become effec-| 
tive until next June 1.

They include changes In the | 
staking laws and requirements! 
for assessment work on mineral | 
claims, but drastic proposals! 
originally put forward have been | 
considerably modified.

Under the new measure a per*- j 
son will be allowed to stake eight g 
claims for himself within an area I 
of 10 miles each year. Now he is j 
limited to staking one for himself, j 
but can act as agent for o^her 1 
people in staking extra claims.

A discovery post is no longer | 
necessary.

A claim can only be grouped! 
once a year instead of being re* I 
grouped several times as at | 
present. j

Plans to change the provision 
for assessment work have been! 
abandoned and all the bill does is I 
to insist that work recorded on a I 
claim must be actual development I 
operation and shall not include! 
such tilings as traveling expenses I 
for company directors.

Before getting a crown grant a I 
person must have an actual I 
mineral deposit on at least one ( 
claim in a group of eight.

Another clause is designed to I 
protect the security of title to I 
claims. It provides that assess-1 
ment work certificates can be dis-1 
puted for only a year after they g 
are issued and the department has I 
the right to inspect the property | 
and check on the work reported ad [ 
done.

IW I Profits Tax Plugs Loopholes
Hits Hdlding- Companies 
With Too Large Reserves

The provincial government’s! 
new tax on excessive reserves and I 
undistributed, profita will cover,! 
in the main, only a few large! 
family corporations in the prov-l 
ince, It was explained today fol-l 
lowing the sudden introduction 0|| 
the measure in the Legislature! 
yesterday " by Hon. John Hart,| 
Minister of Finance.

It applies only to companies ini 
which the majority of the voting! 
power or shares Is in the hands! 
of not more than five persons g 
and relath^e at nominees of any I 
of thos«n>ersons, or where con-[ 
trol of thif corporation Is by any 6 
other means whatever in their I 
hands. A relative is defined as a g 
husband or wife, ancestor 
lineal descendant, brother or| 
sister.

Since it applies to only a few I 
companies the treasury does not 1 
expect a very large extra revenue 1 
from the new law. But it willH 
prevent closely-controlled cor- Î 
poratlons from evading Income t 
tax by setting up large reserves.

Briefly it will work as follows: 
Where a company Is taking Its! 
profits and putting them into the | 
bank instead of distributing them I 
to Its shareholders, the Minister! 
of Finance will warn it that lb 
reserves are excessive. -The com- ! 
pany will then have 30 days ini 
which to pay out the excessive j 
reserves to its shareholders. Iff 
it falls to so do then It can keep I 
the reserves, but must pay a tax j 
of 15 per cent on them every I 
year.

The company thus has the I 
choice of paying either the or-1 
dlnary Income tax or the new un-1 
distributed profits tax on Its re-S 
serves.

Mr. Hart declared the new I 
measure did not in any sense con-1 
stitute an Increase in taxation.

"We are seeking oqly," he said, 8 
“to enforce the present income! 
taxes of the province, by block-1 
lng up a loophole through which! 
a few wealthy people are evading! 
those taxes."

Mr. Hart explained that where I 
a company makes a profit It has! 
to pay income tax on it, even! 
though It does not distribute the! 
profits to the shareholders. But! 
the law intends also that the| 

jSharehft "
the profits when they receive! 
them. Some few companies, f 
mostly holding companies formed! 
for the purpose of evading taxes,| 
simply pay taxes on their profit* 
and then fail to distribute them| 
to the shareholders, a small group 
Of people who do not need the! 
money but want to build up a I 
large capital The company does! 
not escape the first Income tax,! 
but the shareholders escape the | 
tax which other people have tol 
pay.

___________________________ Mr. Hart sal* that there had)
repayment by special land taxes® P?ve‘' beenany difficulty between 
in the areas concerned lfp muni* hy department and business men

MUNICIPAL LOANS 
TO BE SECURED

Province Sets Terms
For Guarantee on
Borrowing from Ottawa

The government's promised leg- 
I islation to guarantee municipal 
loans under the Federal Munici­
pal Improvements Assistance Act 

1 was brought down In the House 
yesterday by Hon. A. Wells Gray, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs.

It will help municipalities to get 
I 2 per cent money for self-liquldat- 
I lng works.

jn guaranteeing the loans the 
I province takes power to enforce

dpallty falls down on its 
[•ments,

The government Is also author-' 
I ized to appoint receivers for pro-] 
Liects.in default and, if necessary, 

toyer control of munli ' 
by commissioner.

The bill is made retroactive 
t June 25 to cover several loans 

• already been tentatively 
1 by the

over the amount of profits which! 
’ :ht reasonably be held undls-f 

uted. Auditors of his depart-1 
nt permit all. companiés, ac-L 

to their needs, to set up! 
and «—

Since 
' 1933 I

r. Telford Will 
tesign His Seat 
m Charges
C.C.F. Member to 
Force By-election on 
Bridge Probe Issue

las More Charges
VANCOUVER (CP)—Dr. Lyle I 

Telford, Cooperative Common-1 
vealth Federation member of I 
he British Columbia Legislature, | 

paid in an interview here today! 
he intended to resign his Van-1 
ouver-East aeat “to make much| 
nore serious and extensive | 

charges in connection with the| 
whole business and construction! 
of the Pattullo Bridge,” and to| 
ight the issue in a by-election.
“I intend to resign,” Dr. Tel- 

$ord said, adding that he had con­
gested his constituents. The pro-| 

vinclal executive, of which Dr. I 
Telford ist a member, must also 8 

| give its consent
This weqk Dr. Telford with-1 
iw diargés "he had made that| 
! British Columbia government | 

Spent $300,000 more than it j 
Ineeded to for steel used in build- fl 
^ lng the Patkillo Bridge over the jj 
I Fraser River. He withdrew thefj 
1 charges when he failed to sub- ij 
jstantiate them with evidence be-1 
Ifore the provincial legislature’s)' 
I public accounts committee.

‘.LABOR LAW TO 
iSTAY UNCHANGED !

The government, It was learned j 
today, haa decided not to change [ 
the collective bargaining laws for | 
labor this session.

Previously, labor leaders had I 
been assured the law would be | 
redrafted so that unions would! 
be definitely recognized as bar-1 
gaining agents for employees In [ 
disputes.

Difficulties In the way of 1 
drafting the wording of the new i 
clause that would be suitable tot 
all parties have arisen. It has I 
been decided to let the law re­
main as It is now worded,

In the meantime, amendments i 
sponsored by Harold Winch, | 
C.C.F.. Vancouver East which! 
would grant unions bargaining j 
rights ai|d give workers the legal I 
right of “quickie" strikes, will go | 
before the House. They will net | 
be accepted by the government,! 
It la understood.
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|May Bill Company]

Technical Points in Utility 
Law Argued During 
Storm

The B.C. Electric Railway Com-1 
pany may be charged with a bull 
of close to *500,000 for an ap-l 
pralsal of its properties at the! 
direction of the new Public Util-1 
ItieS Commission, Premier Pat-J 
tuBo told the Legislature yester­
day as the Utility Bill was pushed! 
through committee. He explained] 
that the cost would be taken Into! 
account when the rates were 
fixéd. I

Debating the blU in the dark 
when the Ughts of the Legislature | 
were extinguished in the storm, ! 
thé House argued many of the 
technical pointe on which the new 
atIBty control plan will be based, i

The bill provides that the com- 
nission, when It makes an ap­
praisal of a utility’s property, can 
assess the company for the cost.

Â.L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva- 
Jve leader, said he thought this 
might -hurt small utility com­
pany’s although it might not af­
fect the B.C. Electric.

"You don’t think it wlUT" said 
Jië Premier. “It might affect 
jhèm *500,000 worth.”

Mr. Maitland insisted there | 
Should be some check on the com­
mission in assessing companies! 
tor the cost, by appeal to the I 
tourt if necessary.

The government also made 
[Rear that rates under the new I 
control scheme will be set to give 
companies a return on a fair ap­
praisal of their physical assets 
and not on the face value of their 
stock.

This came when Harold Winch, 
C.Ç.F., Vancouver East, said that 
recording to editorials in the 

I papers people were paying rates [ 
on' millions of doUars of watered 
stqck. He dsked if the commis-1 
slop would put a proper valua­
tion on stock.

Attomey-Qefieral Wlsmer said 
rates would be based on a fair | 
appraisal of* companies’ proper­
ties ahd ndt brt stock values. He |

necessary, in order to 
proper men. He said Dr. W. A. I 
Carrothers, who will be ap-l 
pointed chairman, had to leave a I 
position at the University of Brit- f 
ish Columbia and he was entitled | 
to security.

Mr. Maitland wanted to know! 
why the salaries couldn’t bel 
fixed. The Premier said if a I 
maximum was set it would beg 
difficult to get below it.

Mrs. Steeves said the Health! 
Commission salaries had been] 
fixed, and she couldn't under 
stand why they were not in thls| 
case.

H. E. Winch said his party had I 
no objection to high salaries, as I 
long as the men were worth it. I 
Employees of the commission, he I 
felt, should be under the Civil | 
Service Commission.

At one juncture in the discus-1 
sion, Premier Pattullo said Mr.[ 
Maitland was putting up impos-1 
sible theories.

"He Is in a pessimistic frame I 
of mind,” the Premier said. "This I 
Is not Monday morning; it is Fri-| 
day afternoon.”

Mr. Maitland said he was per-] 
fectly aware of the day.

Mr. Anscomb attacked the I 
clause which said various com-1 
panics could be compelled to I 
change their accounting systems r 
He said such a condition was lu-1 
dicrous.

Premier Pattullo said he was I 
Interested in every power cor-1 
poration in the province and inj 
every consumer.

I ties ahrf ndt brt stock values. He I 
I pom ted out the commission can I 
I also kontrot.'future, stock issues I 
lof companies.
I Mr. Wismer said the control of 1 
I stock issues did not affect the | 
■people generally, but only the I 
I Stockholders in utility companies. I 
I Opposition members objected to I 
■Cat clause, which empowers the | 
| commission to settle disputes be- 
I twfffrtijjillfirdugpAn.iite
■ cljÜdîfles. TTîere is nb appeal on I 
1 these to the government
I Attorney-General Wismer said, 1 
I In -reply, that when all sections I 
lof the bill have been dealt with I 
I the House will consider which ]
■ powers of the commission will be 
I subject to cabinet approval.
1 Herbert Anscomb, Conserva- 
Ibve, Victoria, objected to a clause 1 
I giving the commission authority ! 
I to onkr . extensions of utility.! 
■services. Such extensions, hé] 
I said, might be unprofitable andl 
■the company vrquld be without! 
■appeal. A
I Alderman Fred Crone, Liberal, 1 
[Vancouver Centre, said the power I 
■was an excellent one, long awaited! 
lby municipal authorities. 1

[Credit
Bill Brought in

£ÿedit unions in B.C. will bel 
I permitted to issue an unlimited I 
I number of shares of $5 denomi-1 
I nation.

The government introduced]

! night permitting unions to open!
I ate.
I The purpose of the unions,! 
I cited in the bUl, is to raise funds! 
lby subscriptions from members! 
land to make loans to them. I 
! Loans can only go to mem-| 
jbers and only for a provident,] 
| productive or merchandising puf-j 
| pose. A special committee win] 
8 approve loans. |
8 Rates of interest that can bel 
| charged afe limited to a maxl-l 
I mum of 1 per eftit .pervippyth! 
8 exclusive of financing charges.] 
I No security is required for] 
I loans less than $100, but if] 
1 security is asked a member’s]

Pass Laws By Candlelight!
British Columbia Legislature 
Thrown in Darkness During Storm

The British Columbia Legis- j 
| lature yesterday literally worked I 

in the gloaming, between daylight |
I and dark.

At the height of the storm—
| 3.15 to be exact—the lights went 
out in the Parliament Buildings 
and the Legislative Chamber was 

I plunged into darkness.
What natural light there was 

1 went down on the legislators, who 
I were passing the Public Utilities 
] Act, from the small windows 
| high up in the galleries.

R. H. Carson- chairman, hur- 
I riedly called for a flashlight, 

which aided him to read the vari- 
I ous sections of the bill.

Tom Uphill asked for adjourn- j 
I ment, as he said he was ruining 

his eyes. Other members said || 
they could see, and the work con- 

I tinued.
| LIGHTS CANDLE

Mr. Uphill left the House and a 
I few minutes later returned to his 
I seat. He struck a -match and lit 
I a candle, and proceeded to read 

the bill by the dim, flickering 
I light.
I Before the House could have its 
| laugh, Premier Pattullo moved 
I adjournment. It was 4.05.

In the corridors without wln- 
I dows there was almost total dark- 
| ness. Page boys scurried about g 
] with flashlights. Members col- 
I lided as they hurried about their 
S business. Utter darkness was 
j fast approaching and it was neces- 
I sary to get away from the build- E 
lings before it would be im-E 
I possible to find the exits, in the 
I maze of corridors and labyrinth- 
I like passages and stairways,
1 which confuse most people, even 
j when the lights are on.
I Civil servants were forced to 
J quit work about 4.30. Only in 
| the reporters' room did work con- I tinue, with the news being 
I pounded out with the aid of light 
| from a dozen candles.
| Once outside the Buildings,
| everyone was amazed to find the 
Blights in most other buildings in 
I town burning, uninterrupted by 
I the storm.

DYKES WILL 
1 BE REPAIRED

Dykes on the Fraser River be-1 
j tween Port Mann and. the Searle | 
j elevator will be renewed and re-1 
| paired under legislation Intro-1 
| duced in the House last night by I 
| Hon. A. Wells Gray, Minister of I 
1 Lands.

The bill provides for a re-|
I financing of the South Westmln- [ 
ster Dyking District by retiring |

I the outstanding bonds, totaling I 
| $36,500, and providing about | 
| $18,000 for the repair work..

The work will include, construe-1 
I tion of one and a half miles of] 
peat dyke, renewal of six wooden] 
flood boxes and raising of three | 

| miles of dyke by one and a half E 
feet. — ..............

'aul
I Debate in House

Premier Says He Does 
Agree With Allowance,
But Nothing Can Be Done

The $4,200 annual retirement! 
allowance to F. A. Pauline, fop] 
mer Agent-General In LAndon for] 
British Columbia was debated on] 
the floor of the House between! 
Premier Pattullo and R. L. Matt-I 
land, K.C., Leader of the Opposl-I 
tion, when the House was dis-1 
cussing the salaries and the! 
period of appointment for mem-] 
bers of the Public Utilities Com-] 
mission.

"The government in whidh the] 
Leader of the Opposition wa 
minister without portfolio calle<
In a special apt of the Legislator* 
to pay the honorable gentfemai.
In question a very considerable! 
salary, and he is now drawin 
that considerable salary, afti 
only six years In office, and| 
many people, including mysell 
do not agree,” Premier Pattul] 
said. ,

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-] 
tlve, Victoria, reminded the Pre-J 
mler the act could be repealed.] 
He said legislation could be] 
brought in by the government toi 
cancel the act.

The Premier said that as a for-] 
mer administration had passed] 
the act the "honorable and estim, ] 
able gentleman in question" had] 
hypothecated that salary to cer-J 
tain companies. It wouldn’t be] 
fair for the present government] 
to take It away. Tm as certain] 
of that as I’m standing here,” he] 
said.

The government of the day, be-1 
cause of the competence of the] 
former agent-genera^ was afraid] 
to act otherwise, the Premier] 
said, and the act was passed to] 
meet a partisan exigency of the] 
time.

"Why don’t you put Pauline] 
back?” Mr. Maitland asked. “You] 
will save $4,200 a year. He’d go] 
back for that if you asked him.] 

“Would mv honorable friend] 
like to be the agent-general?"] 
the Premier asked Mr. Maitland.] 

"No,” Mr. Maitland _
‘Tm sure the Premier is eavl 
that position for himself.

Harold E. Winch, C.C.F., Van-1 
couver East, wanted to know itl 
the Leader of the Opposition,] 
when he was Premier, would ap-1 
point the present Premier to the] 
position In London.

ted for 10 years.
i would bel
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Bolster lip Gas Pnce^ct
Rights of Courts Are 
Debated in Legislature

The government’s gas-price-

1
 fixing policy, halted by the 
courts, was thrown Into debate 
In the Legislature last night when 
Attorney-General Wismer put 
through second reading his bill 
attempting to establish validity of 
the priçe-flxing law by declaring 
Its intention.
WhjQe Conservatives attacked, 
the measure as simply patching 
up last session’s hurried legisla­
tion that would probably hinder 
rather than help the govern­
ment’s case in court, Attorney- 
General Wismer insisted it be put 
through, because courts, in their 
decisions, are narrowing down 
provincial rights. 0 
Mr. Wismer told the House 
that the actual legality of the 
Coal and Petroleum Products 
Control Act was not doubted 
either by the court or by counsel, 
but Mr. Justice Manson’s Injunc­
tion holding up the new gas price 
was given largely on the ground 
that the act implemented Mr. 
Justice Macdonald’s coal and oil 
report. Since this report cov­
ered matters far afield from the 
province, the court stopped the 
act being carried out.
"This Is a very important mat­
ter,” the Attorney-General said, 
"because of the various court de­
cisions narrowing down provin­
cial rights. In this case a report 
b being used as a reason. Why, 
we have thousands of report* in 
the archives dealing with as many 
subjects that may be covered by 
legislation.”
BEAD BY ONLY A FEW

Mr. Wismer insisted that when 
the House passed the act last year 
it had no Intention of implement­
ing the Macdonald report, which 
at that time had been read by few 

of the members.
The new bill declares specifi­

cally the act is not intended to 
Implement the report, nor does it 
seek to help one industry at the 
expense of another. These were 
the two main points argued in 

court.
Mr. Wismer said this in no way 

H cast any reflections or aspersions 
| on the Macdonald report, which 
! in itself was a very valuable 

(I document.
R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva­

tive leader, did not oppose pas­
sage of the bill, but he warned 
the Attorney-General it would 
probably be a hardship rather 
than a help in the government’s 
fight to protect the validity of its 
price-fixing.
He criticized the retroactive 
nature of the amendment, and 
said that few legislatures would 
attempt to bolster a law up In 
this fashion when litigation was 
before the courts.

"I don’t see how any act we 
ass now can wipe out something 

that is already done," he said. 
"It’s like passing an act declaring 
a man alive after he’s been 
killed.”
STRONG ARGUMENT 
"This bill itself is the strongest 

! argument against the Attorney- 
^"eral’s own contention, namely, 

the Macdonald report was 
t considered by the House when

■

i

Mr. Maitland Insisted the eov- 
■ :,rnm,ent had a clear way out by* bZLrePea,lr8 the lu*‘act and

bringing coal and netroknm 
products under the new Public
immédiat*!' Thi3' he sald' would 
Z .„a!ely "move the sugges-

lh*t control was based on 
the Macdonald report 
»a™ld Winch] bc.F., vancou- 

ver East, supported the govern- ment luUy on the amendment 
state * coming to a peculiar 
®'ate'„,he an d. when the courts 

Magaln,t our Legislature* ■ £rtly act was basedf
1 orVa factual report. Any lm i jportant step we take, especially'

, when we are traveling new taths. 
|™“at invariably be based on re- 
6 oni’ t an,d investigations. That’s 
I only logical and sensible.
] t ^J1fc,i»VSn t 80 lts high time this 
1 ^, atu" wont into the whole 
| matter and settled lor good the 
H-^-ve Positions of the courts 
d and the Legislature.”
| Mr. Winch warned the Attor- 

Bt v,eny.^MCral ,t0 Pmioct Other pro- 
« "dal laws In the same fashion.

ON ORIGINAL REPORT
Herbert Anscomb, Conserva- 
‘Victoria, criticized the prln-
heP the bm’ To begin with,
he said, everyone In the House 
J'now the original act was based 
on the Macdonald report. If it 
was not, then the government hadssu—-tt
mg their case to courts and sud- 
br,ny, f'Sd,ng >the government
out fh”? d0wn iog'aiation to wipe 
out their contentions.

If the government persisted in 
this form of legislation especially 

°aCUve aPP'icatlon, it
the it, !ver encourage capital to 
the province, he argued.

‘"This Is very bad legislation 
a"? ®xtremely unfair; It should 
not be passed," he said.

When Capt. MacGregor Macin­
tosh, Conservative, The Islands, 
told the cabinet his party had 
warned them last year against 
their hurried bill, the Attorney ! 
General Insisted that the act Ini 
Itself was all right and that all 
needed fixing was Its connection! 
with the Macdonald report.

Premier Pattullo entered the 
debate at this stage to Insist that] 
the will of the Legislature, as ex­
pressed In its laws, should be the! 
absolute rule of the country so 
°"g ,aa It was within its own 

Jurisdiction.
ENGLISH COURTS 

Decisions In English courts, 
held In high esteem the world 
over, always dealt with the word-] 
*n# of a statute as It was passed 1 
and did not infer back to some' 
thing that happened before.

“You must assume the lan­
guage used In a bin is the will 
of the House. You can’t assume] 
it means somethin# else," he sald.1 The Premier said the plalpl 
fact was that the people thought! 
the price of gasoline too high. 
Through the legislature they " 
dded they wanted to reduce 
That was their sole Intention 
they had no idea of

in California or 
e outside the 

about

with’ w people. ' i the people 
express their will through the 
Legislature the duty of the eburts 
Is simply to interpret what this 

;wlll Is, when expressed in a 
statute." -, -

The people, he said, decided 
they wanted to reduce the price 
of gas. The courts said It could 
not be done because It was in­
tended to Interfere with trade and 
commerce. Then the House had 
the right to declare what its in-| 
tentions were.

“It Is the duty of the House to 
pass this bill and put the courts 
right on that position," he de 
dared.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
said it was incredible the House 
should even have to pass the bill 
and doubted it would have the 
effect the Attorney-General hoped 
for.

“It’s getting to the point where 
the fuel commissioner, before he 
does anything, would have to 
swear an affidavit that he hadn’t 
even read the Macdonald report,” 
he said.

After Dr. K. C. MacDonald, 
Minister of Agriculture, ex­
plained that similar amendments 
to the Marketing Act had stood 
up successfully in the Privy Coun- 
dl, the bill passed without divi­
sion.

Monday, December 5

FewCweredBy 
Tax Plug Plan

But B.C. Measure Is 
New Weapon Against 
Undistributed Profits

While business leaders ex- 
pres** leers today that tbe^Qv
eromenfs nèw attempt to plug a 
loophole In its Surtax law meant 
a heavy new tax on business the 
government renewed its assur­
ance that the levy would apply 
against comparatively few corpo­
rations.

it was explained the new levy 
is simply a weapon in the tax­
ation law to prevent evasions of 
the surtax by closely-held com­
panies that pile up unnecessarily 
large surpluses to avoid payment 
of the surtax.

It will also combat a plan 
adopted by some companies of 
turning their shares over to hold­
ing companies to avoid distribu­
tion of profits on which taxes are 
payable.

For years the treasury has had 
power to force taxation of un­
divided gains, by the simple ex­
pedient of assuming that the 
profits have been distributed and, 
taxing , the shareholders accord­
ingly. This law, however, can be 
circumvented by the holding 
company. system, so in its pro­
posed new law the government 
takes power to tax the undistri­
buted profits at their source In 
the parent company.

It does not affect reserves for

I
 depredation, bad debts and the 
like. The treasury already has 
control over these.

Law
Dilemma of Two 
Rulings Will Be 
Removed
In a blU before the Legislature 

I the government la removing from 
I the Commodities Retail Sales Act 
laU products covered by the Fuel 
■ Control Act and the Market!"" 
| Act.

The commodities law provides,] 
among other things, that a 
taller cannot sell a standard pri 
duct below the price fixed by the 
manufacturer. Thus, it might be 
construed that gasoline retailers 
were prevented by law from r* 
during the price of gasoline,

‘ . government, ■
. „—_jaters said so.
! the government 
• retail* price of gasoline 

not actually order the 
lers to reduce their prices 

would . be caught 
I tween the two laws, one say 
I they must reduce, the other i 

! they could not sell below 1 
! set by the manufacturers. 
“ 5 gas price law Is now be- 

s and will not be set- 
t to r
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iposes Telford 
[Resignation

C.C.F. Caucus Regards 
Clash on Bridge as 
Individual Issue

Resignation of Dr. Lyle Telford 
from the Legislature will be opJ 
posed by members of the C.C.F.J 
it was announced by Harold] 
Winch, House leader, after a 
caucus of the party this after 
noon.

The C.C.F. members looked on*. 
Dr. Telford's clash with the gov-j 
ernment on the Pattullo Bridge as] 
an individual issue and had 
nothing to do With party policy.

Mr. Winch also announced that! 
the members would request an! 
early meeting of the executive oil 
the C.C.F. party for the purpose! 
of clarifying the relationship be l 
tween the parliamentary repref 
sentatives and settling such mat-i 
ters as discipline and leadership;!

VANCOUVER (CP)—Dr. Lylci 
Telford, C.C.F. Legislature mem-1 
her for Vancouver E^jjt, went ont 
with plans today for resigning hisfl 
seat to pursue his Pattullo Bridge! 
charges after announcing his in-/ 
tention "to get out of the party"! 
if it failed to support his plans. L 

The white-haired medical, politi-l 
cian, a candidate for Vancouver's/ 
mayoralty in the forthcomingL 
civic elections, said Saturday he! 
“intended" resigning his seat! 
C.C.F. party rules, however, make! 
it mandatory for one of its repre-J 
sentatives to secure party permis-f 
sion before resigning from a leg-! 
islature.

"I’ll get out of the party if il 
have to,” Dr. Telford told a pub-1 
lie meeting in the east end Moose | 
Hall last night, "but I’m going to| 
stay right with this issue and! 
fight it to a standstill. But II 
know my party will give the right! 
to resign and fight my seat again! 
on it. Then I’ll open up and! 
make charges, and then watcl 
the government scurry."

Tueedey, December 6, 1938.

iNotes of the] 
Legislature
The public accounts committee I 

this morning concluded its bus!-1 
ness for the session. R. L/ Malt-1 
land, K.C., Opposition Leader, I 
was supplied with detailed figures I 
on forestry camp project ac-1 
counts and the committee then de-1 
tided to make the usual formal I 
report to the House that all mat-1 
ters brought up had been investi-1 
gated.

In its drive for prorogation be-1 
J fore the end of the week the I 
J House is expected to start morn-1 

ing sittings tomorrow.,

Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON 

l/WJVC HOURS
I-THE DYING HOURS of this session I 
I 1 started yesterday and, according to the! 
I old paradox, the House came to life with! 
la start—a kind of fierce final spasm which| 
| inevitably precedes dissolution.

In the next four days the House *111 do I 
I as much work as It has done in the last four E 
I weeks. To the outsider it will look like a| 
J wild, inchoate process, a mad scramble fori 
I prorogation, but to the men in charge thej 
I Job is quite simple. They are putting theg 
5 pieces together, clearing the order paper, $ 
j* producing step by step that final master- 2 
I piece, the legislative program of the session, j 

Mr. Wlsmer, whose Job is to see that none 3 
I of the pieces are left over when the scram- [ 
jble subsides next Friday, pushed ahead the I 
I cleaning process most of yesterday, and the jj 
I House, which has no wish to spend another | 
1 week-end in this salubrious climate, co-op-1 
g erated with him right loyally. By the end I 
1 of the day Mr. Wlsmer could see daylight jj 
3 ahead and a clear road to Christmas.

First Job of the afternoon was to launch I 
I the new undistributed-profits tax, which had I 
tan unfortunate arrival into the world of I 
I politics—what you might call a premature I 
I birth. It could have arrived peaceably I 
I enough if Mr. Hart had paved the way fori 
lit, caucused It and, perhaps let the business I 
1 community know it was coming. But, think- f 
ling it was quite an obvious and necessary| 
I thing, he launched it without telling anyone | 
| and the outcry surprised him.

When Mr. Hart introduced his first finan-l 
Ida! child, the budget, he indicated that itl 
I would be his last for the present year. But I 
I here in the undistributed profits tax the I 
1 House thought it saw a little brrother—a I 
| very little one, to be sure, but, as Mr. Ans-1 
j comb suggested, likely to grow Into a bigg 
I one after a while.
| THE NEW DEAL 

]W[R. HART DENIED any such possibility, E 
insisted he was merely tightening up I 

the present taxation machinery. When Mr. I 
Anscomb suggested that the new legislation ! 
was Rooseveltian—this, apparently being | 
the supreme expression of scorn—Mr. Pat-1 
tullo was prompt to make his favorite reply. I 
Mr. Roosevelt, said he, had taken office after I 
the government here had enunciated its I 
policy. Mr. Roosevelt was not present tog 
deny that he had got his ideas from Mr. I 
Pattullo, but a couple of big-time writers I 
from one of the largest American magazines, [ 
who were in the press gallery, got quite a g 
kick out of the notion that perhaps the New j 
Deal was bom in British Columbia.

Mr. Anscomb agreed that Mr. Pattullo 1 
was leading Mr. Roosevelt—another exprès-[ 
sion of high contempt—and leading him into I 
the wilderness whence neither of them would I 
return. Mr. Pattullo smiled tolerantly, per-1 
haps thinking that he was in good company. I 
It looked as if the undistributed-profits tax | 
would go through without much trouble.

More laborious was the passage of the I 
public utility act, which Is going through by I 
Inches. Mr. Maitland and Mr. Anscomb rose I 
to a fine pitch of protest against the clause I 
by which a public utility plant can be seized I 
If the owners fall to obey the orders of the I 
public utility commission. Russian, Mr. I 
Maitland called it, but Mr. Anscomb cog-f 
sidered It German, a nice point of ethnology | 
which didn’t hold it up very long.

Mr. Winch seized the opportunity to in-1 
Ject a little Socialist propaganda, by declar-l 
ing that the Public Utility Act, instead of I 
going too far, didn’t go far enough. It should I 
enable the government, said he, to take over I 
the public utilities altogether; but he wasg 
careful to say that the i '

showed that the C.C.F. group, rapidly com-1 
ing of political age, knows that most British I 
Columbians are still attached to the institu- ' 
tion of private property.

ON THE LEFT 
THE C.C.F. ACTUALLY was the only real I 
* news in the House, though It wasn’t I 

mentioned there at all. To look at the faces I 
of the Socialist members you wouldn't sus-1 
pact that they are now at a turning point I 
In their lives, asserting themselves in their I 
party for the first time and rising to the full I 
stature of elected men. That, in simple fact, f 
Is what all the talk about the C.C.F. and Dr.} 
Telford means.

This new thunder on the left Is basically I 
a determination by the C.C.F. group In the I 
House, like any other group of elected men, I 
to suit itself and not under remote control! 
from the party executive. And unless Dr. 1 
Telford is prepared to fall in with the group I 
he will have to fall out with them perma-1 
nently.

No mention, of course, was made of this I 
in the House. But before the proceedings I 
opened Mr. Winch issued a statement, prob-1 
ably without parallel here, in which the I 
House group openly repudiated Dr. Telford’s j 
recent bridge charges, and told him in so 1 
many words that he had better stop being | 
silly and forget about resigning his seat.

With this statement those who have been I 
saying that the row between the Doctor and I 
his colleagues was purely synthetic, worked I 
up by malicious outsiders, saw then that I 
they had missed the boat entirely. Sympa­
thizers with the C.C.F. movement, men who I 
believe that a strong left-wing party is a I 
good thing in a modern society, realized that I 
the party must meet the present challenge | 
boldly, go through temporary agonies to | 
emerge later, cured.

APPEALS BLOCKED 
ON UTILITY RATES

Government Drafts 
New Formula in 
Control Measure

No appeals beyond the govern-1 
ment will be allowed on rates | 
or other facts set by the new j 
public utility board, it was j 
learned today.

The government >lans to J 
change the original appeal f 
formula in the bill at present be-1 
fore the Legislature.

At first it was proposed that j 
utility companies would bel 
allowed to go to the appeal court | 
on questions of law and juris-1 
dicton, and might also take ques-1 
tions of fact to the courts if the I 
commission or the government | 
said so.

The latter plan, however, will j 
be abandoned. Only appeals on | 
matters of law and jurisdiction j 
will be allowed.

The government takes the j 
I view that if appeals against rates 1 
I or other facts are permitted the ] 
I scheme will never get into oper- 
Jation. Utility companies would ] 
I be able to take every order to I 
I court and thus stultify the meas-1 
lure.
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Saanich WeedsThe Case of The C.C.F.
FAR TELFORD WANTS TO RESIGN HIS 

seat to the Legislature and fight a by- 
election on the "bridge charges’’ and any­
thing else he can think of to make a test vote 
interesting in his Vancouver constituency. 
But It is not as easy as that. No matter how 
much he may want to resign, how fervent 
may be his desire to train a great white 
light on what he believes to be the govern­
ment’s shortcomings, he must first of all be 
prepared to submit to discipline and obtain 
his instruction from the party’s executive in 
Vancouver before he can have his way. In 
other words, he is not a free agent; he is the 
instrument of a body which determines the 
precise formula for all his actions as an 
elected representative of the people of British 
Columbia. It will not be surprising, there­
fore, it the general public betrays its amaze­
ment at this form of party control over the 
proponents of a social and economic state 
supposed to derive its strength and stability 
from a new type of individualism. Not un­
til now, for example, has it been made clear

MonkmanRoad
A government grant toward] 

construction of the Monkmam 
Pass Highway linking the Peace] 
River block was urged by a dele­
gation which saw Hon. F. M. 
MacPherson, Minister of Publie 
Works, this morning.

Frank Murphy, of Pouce

Minister of Agriculture 
Refuses to Name Com­
mittee to Control Them

Noxious weeds on farms and 
fields of North Saanich were dis­
cussed in the agriculture com­
mittee of the Legislature, which 
heard Capt C. R. Wilson and Dr.
J. H. Black of North Saanich and 
Hon. K. C. MacDonald, Minister 
of Agriculture, differ on the 

Noxious

Wembley, Alta., composed the 
delegation which was Introduced 
by H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
George, who last week in the 
Legislature made an earnest plea 
for government recognition of 
the work done by the road’s! 
pioneers.

The delegation said they were! 
cordially received and the mlnl-l 
star promised to consider theirl 
representations.

amendment 
Weeds Act yesterday morning.

The amendment says 60 per 
cent of the property owners of a
district may get together and ap­
point a committee to enforce the 
act.

Capt. Wilson and Dr. Black 
said it would be impossible to 
contact 60 per cent of property 
owners in their district, and asked 
that the government set up a 
committee of three.

This, Dr. MacDonald said, he 
would not do.

"If the people of North Saan­
ich haven’t the courage to see 
the act is enforced, then this de­
partment is not going to do it,” 
the minister said. 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
UNPLEASANTNESS

If individual complained about 
their neighbors to the police or 
the department, unpleasantness 
was caused, Capt. Wilson said.

He said the people of North 
Saanich would like a committee, 
to ensure impartial action. Such 
a committee, he said, would act 
only in an advisory capacity.

"We can’t make this law for 
Saanich alone; we're making it 
for the whole province,” Dr. Mac­
Donald said. “You’re only looking 
at this from the standpoint of 
Saanich.”

"They would like us to take the 
responsibility they haven't the 
courage to take,” the minister 
•aid. "If the people of Saanich 
will come to us, or the police, we 
will see action is taken.”

Capt MacGregor Macintosh, 
Conservative, the Islands, agreed 
it would be difficult to make 60 
per cent of property owners in 
North Saanich sign for appoint­
ment of a committee. He pointed, 
out many were owners of coun­
try homes and were ndt Inter­
ested in control of noxious weeds.

Frank Putnam, Liberal, Nel- 
son-Creston, chairman of the I 
committee, said it would be diffi­
cult to draw up an act satisfac­
tory to all; it would suit one place 
and would be a detriment to an­
other.

J. M. Munro, deputy minister; 
Dr. W. R. Gunn, livestock com­
missioner; Cedi Tice, field crops 
commissioner, and W. H. Robin- 
•on, provincial horticulturist, ap- 
jgared before the committee.

that the C.C.F. octette in the House has been 
I leaderless in the strict sense of the term. It 
has presumably been under long-range con­
trol. -

How the Co-operative Commonwealth 
Federation deals with this working arrange­
ment, of course, is Its own affair.

FOR WORKMEN
Larger benefits for injured 

workmen are guaranteed In the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act] 
under a bill brought down in the 
Legislature last night by Hon. 
George S. Pearson, Minister of 
Labor.
^Jfcraises from 6214 per cent to 
66 2-3 per cent of a man’s wages, 
the proportion he receives in com­
pensation, increases widows’ bene­
fits from $35 to $40 a month, and 
increases the funeral allowance 
from $100 to $125.

Changes- of this nature have 
been sought by labor groups for 
some time.

The pub­
lic's immediate interest centres in what Dr. 
Telford wants to do or what his party’s 
executive may permit him to do and yet re­
tain the right to watch over his political 
activities as a member of the organization. 
His charges against the government crum­
pled badly under the inquiry of the Public 
Accounts Committee. He withdrew them be­
cause he was totally unable to substantiate j 
them. There was nothing else left for him 
to do. Since the fiasco of a few days ago, 
however, he seems to have discovered some 
other grievances which he wants to air on 
the public platform, and has offered to re­
sign his seat to give him a suitable oppor­
tunity. But the nice little point to be settled 
is whether he can act as a free agent—as a 

I Liberal or a Conservative member of the 
Legislature would be permitted to act—and 
lask his constituents for endorsement and 
■fresh instructions, or whether his “ring- 
[masters” will decide that the exigencies of all 
[the circumstances^ do not warrant the per-

Government Can 
Authorize Loans

The property owners of Vic­
toria will have to sanction, by 
three-fifths vote, the borrowing of 
money from the Dominion to j 
build a civic auditorium, Hon. A. 
Wells Gray, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, announced in the Legis­
lature last night when a bill em­
powering the government to 
guarantee the loans was passed.

The minister’s statement was 
made to response to inquiries 
from Herbert Anscomb, Conser­
vative, Victoria, who insisted 
property owners should have the I 
sole right to voté on borrowing.

The bill makes 2 per cent I

mission for a test at this stage. Question: 
Will Dr. Telford be downed by the me- 

Ichanics of his own party?

Notes of the! No B.C. Mines

Legislature
Acts to amend the Mineral Act 

and the Placer Mining Act 
Passed second reading in the Leg­
islature yesterday.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
commended the Minister of Mines 
for a "most excellent piece of 
work,” while R. L. Maitland, 
Leader of the Opposition, very

The bill makes 2 
money available for self-Uquldat- 
tog projects, and gives the gov­
ernment safeguards to,spllect ifbeen brought dbwn to the week of 

prorogation.
It was 1 this morning

loan repayments are net made.

___ when the
lature adjourned after its 
Intensive work of the ses- 
Premier Pattullo moved ad- 

ment until "2.15 this after

Mill

Wrnmm



[Telford Nay 
|No! Resign

C.C.F. Party May 
Block Member’s 
By-election Plan

Opposftion within the party! 
ranks to the threatened resigna-1 
tion of Dr. J. Lyle Telford, C.C.F.1 
member for Vancouver East! 
from his seat in the Legislature! 
was believed today likely to haltj 
him from the step.

Dr. Telford, who returned to! 
Victoria today, was noncommittal!

“I have submitted to the execu-| 
tive a request that I be permitti 
to resign," he said. "As yet no 
decision has been made."

Dr. Telford Saturday announce 
he would seek permission to i 
sigq and force a by-election fol-| 
lowing collapse of his charge.1 
against the government on the] 
Pattullo bridge contract.

Yesterday the C.C.F. Hous< 
group formally announced its op 
position to Dr. Telford's plan! 
pointing out that the bridge! 
charges were an individual iiiat-i 
ter and had nothing to do with! 
the party's policy, which would! 
have to become involved in a by-j 
election.

Out of the whole affair, how! 
ever, seemed likely to come a new! 
formula in the C.C.F. party con-1 
trol. The House group decided! 
to ask a meeting with the provin-i 
cial executive to clarify the rela-| 
tionship between all parliament-j 
ary representatives and the or! 
ganization, and to settle such!

I matters as discipline and leader-| 
ship.

Actually the C.C.F. has no| 
official House leader who couldj 
discipline a member that 
fused party instructions, al-j 
though Harold Winch, chief whip! 
usually directs affairs. It is fore! 
cast that he will be accorded the| 
leadership after the House rises.

[new buildings
[FOR UNIVERSITY

Government Takes
Power to Allocate
$350,000 From Loans

, Construction of new
I at the University o 1 British .___
I lumbia will be considered by the! 
I government as soon as the ses 
I sion ol the Legislature is finish' "
I Hon. John Hart, Minister ol :
| nance, announced in the hoc,™
I last night when bis bin which 
1 gives the government power to 
I borrow $350,000 lor the univers 
I slty was given second reading. 1 
I The minister said the governs 
I ment had given some study to t"
I representations regarding c 
I crowding at the institution.
J At present it could not use lt_
I loan powers lor the université 
1 and the bUl wUl give it the aul 
I thority. f
I R. L. Maitland, K.C., Opposition 
I Leader, said the overcrowding 
I conditions were sufficient to 
j tract any of the students fr„.u 
I their studies and urged the gov 
| crnment to prompt action.

Insurance
Views Differ on 
Responsibility for 
Passengers

Acts to amend the Motor 1 
I Vehicle and Contributory Negli-|
I gence Acts passed third reading!
I in the Legislature last night after I 
j a stormy debate. Drivers ofl 
I motor cars will not now be liable I 
1 for accidents to passengers not) 
I carried for hire.

‘•You can't be unjust to protect 1 
1 the insurance companies from! 
j people who have just claims," R.l 
IL. Maitland, Leader of the Oppo-| 
f si tion said. “In cases of hitch-1 
I hikers there may be a certain 1 
I amount of justice, but the princi-1 
I pie is entirely wrong."

Legislation should be passed I 
I for the greatest good for the 1 
I greatest number, Hon. G. S. Wls-1 
I mer, Attorney-General, said.

"Who asked for this," R. W. l 
I Bruhn, Conservative, Salmon! j Arm, asked the Attorney-General.!

"Nobody asked for It, except!
I this government, which is doing!
J things all the time the former ad-j 
I ministration did not do," Mr. Wls- 
I mer replied.

"We’re not trying to protect tb 
I insurance companies," he said 
I "We’re putting them out of this]
I kind of business, we’re saving 
I motor car drivers $6 a year in in|
I surance. The Leader of the Op 
I position says it is only $6 a year! 
[but that means a lot to many 
J people who drive cars."

Conservative members said in 
| surance companies would favor]
I the changes, because instead 
I selling insurance for $6 a yeai 
I they would be able to sell larger! 
j premiums, to cover passengers!
I They instanced wives and chil*j 
I dren of automobile owners.

Capt. Macgregor Macintosh!
I Conservative, the Islands, and 
I A. Paton, Conservative, Vancou-f 
I ver-Point Grey, wanted to know 
I who had asked for the new ruling.) 
B They wanted to know if it wai 
j the insurance companies.

"They’ve asked for it; they’re ini 
I favor of it,” Mr. Wismer. replied J 
I adding such laws extended 
J over Canada and the Unite 
I States.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.! 
I North Vancouver, spoke in favorf 
I of compulsory insurance, to coved 
I motor car accidents, for everyone.] 

‘"Diose of us who ride in <
I not our own are going to 
I penalized if we ride in a friend’!
I car without paying," said E. Vj 
| Finland, Conservative, Esquimalti

Capt. C. R. Bull, Liberal, Soutl 
I Okanagan, said a great many i 
I pie did not carry this type of in«| 
surance and were financia 
crippled if an accident occurred! 

I and they were liable.
Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale!

I said it was unfair that the driver!
of a car, who picked up a friend 

I should be liable for damages.

Highway Plan 
! To Be Pursued

Pattullo to Take Up 
Alaska Road Scheme 
After New Year

Premier Pattullo anounced ini 
| the Legislature last night he will I 

go east soon after the New Year 1 
I to discuss further the negotia-1 
tions for the B.C.-Alaska-Yukon |

| highway.
His statement came when the)

I House debated a $25,000 vote for | 
j a preliminary survey of the roadfj 
I route.

This money, he said, was 
simply for a reconnaisancce and 
would not be spent until the nego­
tiations had gone further.

The Premier said when he first! 
discussed the master with Prime 
Minister King, the Prime Minister; 
suggested that as B.C. taking 
over the Yukon was considered 
he should see what progress could 
be made on the road plan.

He said he understood the 
] United States government would 
contribute the money without in­
terest for the road, but difficul­
ties had arisen.

Since then he hoped the situa­
tion had changed, although he 
could not say now in what 
respect.

Replying to Opposition criti­
cism that the government should 
not consider any expenditure on 
the Alaska Road while other 
roads in the province needed 
building, he declared:

"This undertaking is not going 
to interfere in any way with any 
other road undertaking of this 
government."

Recalling the earlier negotia­
tions on the Alaska Highway, the 
Premier referred to the "ardent 
desire” of the United States to 
see the road built, even to the 
extent of providing the money, 
the Premier said it was only good 
nc'Jibor policy to let the United 
States have access to part of its 
territory.

He said he expected the Cana­
dian commission, which is to| 
work with a United States com­
mission on the scheme, will be 
appointed almost immediately.

R. L. Maitland, K.Ç., Con­
servative leader, attacked the] 
$25,000 vote as unreasonable, un­
necessary, extravagant an 
against the interests of every! 
member of the House who had] 
been demanding extra money for 
their own roads all evening. 
When a proper report on the] 
scheme was made the expendi­
ture might be justified. He] 
warned the government againsi 
starting something that mighi 
become a spending epidemic.

After a brief further discus*] 
sion the vote passed at 12.30 a.

IN VEHICLES
Shooting of Pheasants
By Farmers Also 
Comes Under Control

Carrying of firearms in vehicl 
| on highways or in boats, except! 
during the open game seasons,f 

I will be prohibited under amend-1 
j ments to the Game Act introduce 
I in the Legislature yesterday by§ 

Attorney-General Wismer. Carry-f 
I ing of firearms with a load 
I magazine in any vehicle at any! 

time is also prohibited by the new]
| sections.

The bill also provides for thel 
j game commission to set up regu-j 
I lations under which wild birds I 
I and wild animals may be kept ini 
| captivity. This was brought In I 
I by the Attorney-General in re-f 
I sponse to the move by Ernest E.g 

Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, seeking! 
a law to compel adequate cages! 
for captive bears in Stanley Park g 

I and Beacon Hill Park.
Other new clauses put addi-1 

I tional restrictions on farmers! 
I shooting game. They will now!

be required to get a permit tof 
I shoot pheasants that are damag-J 
1 ing their crops. And only farmeri 
I with at least five acres of ground 
I will be entitled to shoot game) 

under special provisions for]
] farmérs. Previously it was 
| acres.

The license fee for taxidermists! 
I and tanners is reduced from $5| 
| to $2.

The game commission, in a fur- 
I ther clause, is empowered to set]
I regulations governing the sale]
I within the province of game fish 

caught by angling.

WEST COAST ROAD 
DEBATE IN HOUSE

Capt. Macgregor Macintoi 
Conservative, the Islands, 
night in the Legislature 
manded that the government ful*g 
fill its pre-election promises than 
a road to the west coast of Van*] 
couver Island would be built.

“We will,” Hon. F. M. Mac 
Pherson, Minister of Public 
Works, said.

"We are going to complete that] 
road as soon as we get tin 
money," said Premier Pattullo.

"I demand that this road 
completed."—Capt Macintosh.

“What is my honorable friend 
going to do about it"—Premiei 
Pattullo.

“I am going to talk about it, 
that’s what I'm gdlng to do; I’m 
going to tell the people that this! 
government made promises itr 
had no intention of fulfilling." 
Capt. Macintosh.

*T think this government w 
misleading the people and when] 
a government misleads the people! 
it deserves to lose the confidencer 
of the people," thé Islands mem-| 
ber said.
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Board Can Seize Plants
Government Indicates Changes in 
Appeal Powers in Utility Control Bill

Powers contained in the public 
utilities bill enabling the govern­
ment to step in and seize utility 
companies that do not obey orders 
were attacked In the Legislature 
yesterday as “Russian legislation'' 
and “German tactics.”

Attorney. General Wlsmer In­
sisted they were necessary or else 
the government would be started 
tor the Privy Council on every 
order that was made, and every 
lawyer In the province would be 
engaged on one side or the other.

The section conferring this 
power happens to be numbered 98.

“It's Just like the old Section 98 
of the Criminal Code," said R. L,- 
Maitland, K.C., Conservative 
leader. It's the most un-Canadian 
and offensive legislation I’ve 
seen, much after the Russian 
type.’’

The proper thing to do to en­
force orders was to go to thoL. 
courts and get a mandamus, he W 
said, Instead of wielding a big f 
stick and cudgels.

The Attorney - General said 
similar authority was given in 
all utility laws.

“We’ve got to have power to 
enforce the oruers of the utility 
board," he said. “It doesn’t mean 
we’re going to step in alia run 
the B.C. Electric or force them 
out of business. Why, If you 
didn’t have this and the utilities 
decided not to co-operate we’d 
need a staff of 50 lawyers. Every 
time we made an order we’d be 
started for the Privy Council.

Mr. Wlsmer pointed out that 
If the government ever had to 
take over a utiUtÿNhe bill pro- 
vided It must be run for the 
benefit of the shareholders as 
well as the good of the public. ■

“If we didn’t have this In thel I bill we would never get thel 
I benefit of this legislation, and if 
I doubt if our children would,” he!
| added.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva­
tive, Victoria, said the fact the 
government needed such a big 
stick indicated It must be con­
sidering some obnoxious mea­
sures.

I
 “It’s absurd," he said. ’We’re 
not in Germany, you know. 
There must be more reasonable 
means of enforcement. It’s so 

nazing it’s a wonder it Is In 
rint.”
Mr. Wlsmer said he could not 

I understand why, when the utility 
companies did not object to the 

| section, the opposition should 
lly become their protagon-

I Ists.
Tm sick and tired of bearing 

• - Attorney-General keep sug­
gesting trips to the Privy Coun- 
dl and the approval of the utility 
companies when we raise objec­
tions to various sections," said 
Mr. Maitland. We’re not inter- 

I uz . , .016 ut,Uty companies.
I tton Interested in good leglsla-J

7™ ®maze<? at V16 suggestion! . courts can t enforce our laws! 
s have got control ovcr| 

! who breaks the law or! 
' » government order."

tu|

said such actiôh Would be unfair. ! 
“I mean to lay down the .basis on j 
which shareholders would bel 
paid out.”

R. W. Bruhn, Conservative, 
W Salmon Arm, urged the govem- 
0 ment to lay the bill over until 
■members could study it further, 

but the Premier said this was no 
use because they would all prob­
ably forget about it during the 
recess and be. no further ahead 
next year.

“That’s a very unfair reflec-| 
tion,” said Mr. Maitland. “Thel 
Premier doesn't need to think! 
he’s the only one that studies the| 
legislation.”!

L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chil l 
liwack, said the section savored 1 
of German action against Jewish g 
property.

Indication the government In­
tends to revise the sections of the 
act dealing with appeals to the 
courts from the orders of the 
utility board were given when 
the Premier stood these over for 
future consideration.

Opposition members protested | 
a section enforcing utility em-| 
ployees to divulge information to I 
the commission and making pen-1 
alties against them for failmg to] 
carry out orders.

Mr. Maitland said it should bel 
specified as a wilful breach, but! 
Mr. Wismer insisted this would! 
weaken the power of the section. I 
The commission would not be un-1 
fair, he maintained.

"Who says‘they won’t?” asked I 
J. A. Paton, Conservative, Point 1 
Grey.

"Because it’s going to be I 
sensible commission,” retorted the| 
AttorneyiGeneral.

H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort| 
George, protested a clause giving I 
the commission power to impose! 
$50 penalties for disobedience of! 
its orders and the Attorney-! 
General stood the clause over be-l 
cause, he said, it was intended to| 
be referred to. the courts,

Mr. Maitland declared it a bad! 
precedent to allow-a board to im-fl 
pose penalties.

Mr. Perry staged a strong cam­
paign against a section which al­
lows the government to make any 
other regulations not specifically 
covered,by the bill, despite Mr, 
Wismer’s explanation that this 
wds a saving clause contained to 
most acts.

Mr. Perry said the clause gave 
the government legislative powers 

W Lord Hewart, the 
English chief justice, as criticiz- 
SJL* “ Prance in the British parliament.

Capt. MacGregor Macintosh
f”atir' 016 Island8’ insisted 
that the clause nullified the en- 
tire argument on the bill in the 
House, since it allowed the gov- 
eminent to legislate further on 
the subject if it wanted.

"If we carry on the traditions 
we have fought for we might as 
well start right here in this 
House,” he said. "If we allow 
this thing to begin in minor parts 
of legislation it will soon go right 
to the head of affairs. We've got 
to retain all power within the 
Legislature. ■

Mr. Wismer closed the debate !
* the bill for the day by explain-1 

** clause allowed the! 
to deal only ‘ 

it with

Municipal Bill 
In Final Draft

Victoria Powers 
Approved in Measure 
Before Legislature

Laws governing municipalities 
in British Columbia will be 
amended and widened under 
numerous headings by a bill to 
amend the Municipal Act intro­
duced in the Legislature yester­
day by Hon. A. Wells Gray, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Most of the clauses have been 
before the municipal committee 
and are expected to go through 
the House unopposed.

Some of the major points are:
For one year only municipal 

councils can supplement super­
annuation allowances to be 
granted under the new civic pen­
sion scheme, owing to the cuts 
that will be imposed by the new 
plan.

Power is given councils to 
govern the kinds of building that 
may be erected.

Councils are given authority to 
regulate taxi rates, regulate sight­
seeing and see that insurance is 
carried.

Subject to the Public Utilities 
Act, councils are given power to 
grant exclusive transportation 
franchises or join with neighbor­
ing municipalities in granting 
them, this being at the request 
of Victoria and its adjoining dis­
tricts.

Councils are given power to 
control objectionable noises.

Councils are empowered to 
tax for library services.

District municipalities are en­
titled to vote money for enter­
taining distinguished visitors and 
to pay traveling expenses, and 
to make grants to Boards of 
Trade and Chambers of Com­
merce.

Tax rates for general purposes 
ate pegged at 35 mills on the 
dollar..

Matsqui district is given au­
thority to enter a medical service 
scheme for its residents by tax*

! ing not more than $12 a year on 
I landowners and residents be-’ 
tween 21 and 60, subject to refer­
endum.

Councils are given power, sub­
ject to government approval to 
enter agreements under the Na­
tional Housing Act

Enforce Treatment 
For Social Diseases

Wider powers to enforce treat­
ment and isolation of person! 
suspected of having venereal dl» 
ease is contained in a bill Intro­
duced In the Legislature yester-1 
day by Hon. G. M. Weir, Prov 

j cial-Secretary.
It gives power to police, on I 

luthority of the provincial healtl 
if fleer, to | 

j doctors 
thee

SOUGHT $1,000.000 
FOR OLD BRIDGE

Premier Reports to 
House On Transfer 
Of Fraser Span
The bill authorizing the trans-j 

fer of the old Fraser River bridge! 
to the Dominion Government! 
passed third reading in the Legis-| 
lature last night.

It was the government’s plan I 
to hand over the bridge to the! 
government and collect any profit! 
after operating expenses were! 
paid, Premier Pattullo said.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Leader of 
the Opposition, objected to the 
transfer. He said the bridge re­
turned an income of $50,000 to 
$80,000 a year and this would 
grow with increased traffic.

The Premier said if British 
Columbia kept the bridge It might 
some day have to pay $1,000,000 
for a left span, should the Do­
minion Government bring in 
regulations to that effect 

When he told Ottawa B.C.I 
might scrap the bridge, the Do-I 
minion Government did not like| 
the idea, the Premier said.

“I told Ottawa very plainly il 
saw no reason why British Co-| 
lumbia should supply a bridge for! 
the Canadian National Railways,’’" 
he said.

"I tried to get $1,000,000 for 
the bridge; I thought I had it 
but some little thing slipped up. 
But I’ll not surrender the claim 
to the profits. We’ll hold a moral 
claim, and if the Dominion Gov­
ernment does not put in a lift 
span, they must keep track of 
the income and expenditures and 
give us the profit"

MacGregor Macintosh, ConserJ 
vative, The Islands, thought thq 
Premier might tell Ottawa Jusfl 
as plainly about many of B.C.’sf 
other problems. ÎL

Answering L. A. Shepherd! 
C.C.F., Delta, the Premier 
the transfer would take pladel 
right away.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Bumabÿ, 
thought the province was well rid 
of the old bridge, as it would b» 
relieved of Its liability.

I Check Evasions 
Of Hours of Work

Fake partnerships or co-oper­
atives, established to evade the 
Hours of Work law, will not be 
permitted in future under, a bill 
introduced in the House by Hon. 
George S. Pearson, Minister of 
Labor.

It gives the Board of Industrial 
Relations power to decide which 
person shall be considered an em­
ployer and which shall be ' em­
ployees and be subject to the 
eight-hour day.

Cases have been found where, 
in small firms employees adopt i 
co-operative or partnership r* 
rangement and class themselv 
all as employers who are thus n 
lUbject to hours of work régula-



Cut Is Fought
Weir Hopes Something 
Can Be Done for 
Those Who Suffer

Tuesday, December 6, 1938.1

Opposition to the new Munie-j 
I ipal Superannuation Act, whereby |
! retired municipal employees will 1 

have their pensions drastically I 
reduced was attacked by Conser-1 
vative and C.C.F. members in the I 
Legislature last night when the I 
bill was in second reading.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva- 6 
tive, Victoria, said no contract I 
should be violated. He said gov-1 
ernments of this province had al-1 
lowed the fund to go bankrupt. I 
There were many widows whose | 
incomes would be badly reduced, | 
he said, admitting it was quite | 
true their husbands had not, in | 
many cases, contributed a cent to | 
the fund.

In ten years, he said, the Legis-1 
lature would again be wrestling j 
with a similar problem. He I 
wanted to know how much the g 
new scheme would cost the pro-1 
vince.

Hon. G. M. Weir, Provinciale 
Secretary, who introduced thejj 
bill, said the government was not 1 
going to pay anything towards! 
the pensions, only the cost of ad- ! 
ministration.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F., 1 
North Vancouver, said she would ! 
like to see a minimum, below! 
which a pension could not fall. 1 
She said the new act would be a | 
terrible hardship on many, par-j 
ticularly those in the low pension I 
class. Many of those persons!

I had dropped their insurance,»
I thinking they would receive pen-i 

sions. Now they would find them-1 
selves in the relief class. She* 
said it was vicious not to set a |

I minimum.
“There will be some very I 

I pathetic cases no doubt and 11 
hope it will be possible to do j 
something for them,” Dr. Weir I 

] said.
He added the way had been left |

I open in the act for municipal j 
councils to increase the pensions E 
as they saw fit, from year to 6 
year, depending on circum-|

| stances.
Permanent employees of hos-1 

I pitals will be unable to get under |
I pension schemes in the new bill. I 

The bill empowers the pro-1 
I vinçial secretary to place hos-1 

pital employees under the scheme |
I if they and the hospital boards I 
j ask for it.

The new pension scheme, fore- j 
I cast for some months in dis-1 

cussion between officials and mu-1 
nicipal employees, will go into I 
effect next April 1.

I It replaces the present pension 1 
plan, which is in financial diffi-1 
culties, and the general éffect is I 
to scale down the size of pensions, 1 

j altering the whole basis of the I 
I scheme. I

The government will have to I 
! make a debenture issue of about J 

$3,500,000, which it will turn o 
I to the new fund. This will repl 
I various investments in the 
fund which the treasury will talj 
over in exchange, so it does not! 

I actually involve an increase ln| 
t provincial debt.

“ ; plan pensions will be] 
on two

the i

have worked for 20 years, all of! 
which will be contributed by mu-g 
nicipal councils at the rate 
7 per cent of their payrolls Ifl 
year; second, a supplement! 
annuity made up from employe» 
contributions which may be 4 per| 
cent of his salary or more.

Principles established by the! 
new bill include: After 1942 an I 
employee must be rétired at the! 
maximum retiring age; no one! 
over 30, except executives, who is! 
employed after the new plan can g 
get under the scheme; retiring! 
ages for women are fixed at from! 
55 to 60, for men from 60 to 65, f 
and for firemen and policemen | 
from 55 to 60.

After the plan starts a new em-1 
ployee cannot get a pension un-r 
less he has worked 20 years for a I 
city. Those already employed, I 
if they are retired before com-1 
pleting 20 years’ servicq, will have | 
their $360 service pensions re-1 
duced by the amount less than 201 
years that they have worked.

esides turning over its old I 
_ds to the new pension fund, I 

I which will be handled by an in- f 
dependent trustee board, the gov-1 
emment will also make loans to I 
the cities, without interest, to I 
build up the reserve fund to pay I 
service pensions.■■■■■■■■■ 
Money Lenders 

I Draw Criticism
Discussion in House 
During Discussion on 
Credit Union Bill

“Money lenders have no heart!
] or soul. There is nothing more f 
| vicious than the practice of usury g 

in Vancouver today,” R. L. Mait­
land, K.C., Conservative, leader,! 
declared in the Legislature last! 
night when the new B.Ç. bill 1 

j authorizing the creation of credit g 
j unions was adopted, 
j “We of the legal profession! 

know many cases of men being! 
ruined by the loan racket that! 
goes on day after day. Their I 
wives come and tell us about it,” 1 
he added.

“Often they are forced to sign!
| false document^. I hope under*
1 the bill people will know there is j 
I easier credit available. And 
j hope it will bring about the prose-1 
! cution of some of these people| 
B who make money by usury.” f 
I Attorney-General Wismer irj 
I vited Mr. Maitland to supply him] 
! with any information he ha 
I about usury, and Mr. Malt!
S replied his own files were open 1 
! the department.
I The modern habit of buying on| 
j the installment plan* was called | 

“pernicious” in the Legislature 
yesterday by Mrs. Dorothy 
Steeves, C.C.F., North Vancou-| 
ver, when the act creating credit 
unions was in second reading.

This act will 'enable a group of] 
persons to subscribe to a fund 
from which any of their members 
may borrow at reasonable rates 
of interest.

“The small wage earner cannot] 
possibly pay cash for many 
the necessities of life,” Mrs. 
Steeves said. “You cannot blame] 

1 them for buying on the install­
ment plan. But the installmenl 
buyers create debts for thei 

J selves that eventually ruin th
nust pay 20 or 30

ion. Gordon s. Wismer, __ 
tomey-General, in moving second! 
reading of his bill, said the act] 
would allow various associations 
of people to practice thrift and! 
raise funds without having to go j 
to loan sharks. Such credit! 
unions, he said, had been success- j 
ful in Nova Scotia. They were! 
found useful in times of illness 1 
and other emergencies. Their I 
principles, he said, were very I 
good.
A CO-OPERATIVE

Mrs. Steeves said it was aj 
measure advocated for a number! 
of years by the C.C.F. She re-1 
minded the House a credit union I 
was a co-opeirative and urged 1 
members to give some attention! 
to that phase.

“This province has lagged far| 
behind in co operative legisla­
tion,’Bshe said. "It is very much I 
behind other provinces in tills | 
regard.”

Teachers, she said, often had to 1 
borrow money to take summer! 
courses prescribed, rightly so, by g 
the Department of Education.

“It is an opportunity for the! 
small man to use his savings pro-1 
ductively,” she said. “We some- j 
times reproach the small wage! 
earner for not being more thrifty, j 
But how can a man or woman on | 
$50 to $100 a month save any-j 
thing?”

She criticized several clauses B 
of the proposed act and said itj 
was evident they were drawn up I 
by people who had no knowledge u 
of co-operatives.

She made a plea for education | 
along co-operative lines, and I 
thought the University of British '
lolumbia could follow the lines ti 

St. Franck Xavier University | 
otia in 1î Nova Scol i this regard.

ATTACK MADE ON 
I PROFITS TAX RIAN

Anscomb Calls It Roose- 
veltian But Hart Says 
He Is Quibbling

Hon. John Hart, Minister of§
I Finance, assured the Legislator»
] yesterday that his nçw income] 
i tax amendment did not constitute! 
j an increase in taxation, but id 
I simply a weapon by which the]
| present surtax can be en-l 

forced and actually will affect] 
j only half a dozen companies.

The amendment enables thei 
j treasury to assess a special 15 
j per cent levy against undistri-i 
I buted profits in companies where] 
J the voting shares are controll 
I by five persons or less.
I Herbèrt Anscomb, Conservative,! 
^Victoria, insisted the bill had a| 
1 Rooseveltian tinge to it and ap-| 
| peared to be the thin etàge of the|
I wedge for more taxation.

It was all right to have thei 
| government’s assurance that itl 
I would Jiot apply to this and that,| 
| but the bill did not say so, Mr.] 
| Anscomb claimed.

He criticized Mr. Hart fori 
| having promised there would bel 
I no taxation changes this session 1 
S and then bringing down the bill. | 
! “You’re just quibbling on ti?at,”
1 said Mr. Hart “I’ve already i 
I it is not an increase In taxatii __ 

"Then whv bring it in?” askêd 1 
I Mr. Anscomb.
I “It’s simply to help us enforce I 
our law as it now is,” said Mr. | 

I Hart.
E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, I 

1 to know if it would apply | 
st the Consolidated Mining I 

, which, h# I

I original capitalization. Mr. Hart I 
| assured him the Consolidated is I 
I already taxed in all Its provincial | 
j operations.

Second reading of the bill was J 
I held up when R. L. Maitland, K.C., f 
I opposition leader, adjourned the] 
I debate.

Want imp;!
I Spent on Roads

Works Minister „ 
Totals Requests 
From Members

The Department of Public 1 
Works has got requests for vari-l 
ous roads in the province that! 
would cost around $50,000,000,1 
Hon. F. M. MacPherson, Minis-1 
ter of Public Works, told the Leg-f 
islature last night in course oil 
the usual long debate on road] 
estimates when members from! 
all side of the House asked at-1 
tention for their own particular! 
highways.

“I don’t intend to start any new! 
roads or assume new obligations 1 
while we have a number of oüt-f 
standing projects still uncom-l 

I pie ted,” the minister added, as he| 
announced he would not agree to [ 
a special grant for the Monk-1 
man Pass Road to the Peace! 
River, which has been started by j 
volunteer labor.

He also said that while local! 
interests suggested a $60,000 vote i 
to complete the Hope-Princetonl 
Highway, his engineers estimated! 
the cost at $1,685,000, including! 
surfacing.

Mr. MacPherson detailed thei 
following as road projects asked J 
of the government from varioi 
sources: Hope-Princeton, a ro 
over the Cascades, the West 1 
Coast Road on Vancouver Island, ! 
Sproat Lake-Tofino Road, Golden-1 
Yoho Road, Blue River Road! 
along North Thompson, the | 
northern transprovincial high-1 
way, relocation of the Cariboo 1 
Highway and the Garibaldi Park § 
Road.

LeBourdais Serves 
I Alfalfa Muffins

Louis LeBourdais, Liberal mem-8 
I ber for Çariboo, put over his finalg 

publicity stunt of the session forT 
Cariboo alfalfa today.

I He persuaded the parliament-1 
ary restaurant to make some al-| 
falfa muffins for all members to 

| taste and benefit from the bio;
content, which, he says, contain 

j vitamins.
' Mr. LeBourdais explained that!

I the alfalfa came from Whisky, 
Creek and the flour from 

I Creek, both in the Cariboo.

I BRIDGE HANDLED
h,771J3 CARS

Against an Income ot $274,5 
| In the last 12 months the oper 
j Ing costs and financial charges I 
j against the Pattullo Bridge are1 
I approximately *257,000 a year,' 
I Hon. F. M. MacPherson, Minister I 
| of Public Works, told the Legis-1 
| lature last night.

Mr. MacPherson said the | 
| traffic across the .bridge St 

: ending Nov.



Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

[/VO TALK
I LJAVING LET THE Legislature taille be-]
I 1 yond the rulea, often beyond Its mental 
| powers, for live weeks, the government, in 
| a sudden grim silence, began to push along!
I the business of the country yesterday in the'
I last dash lor prorogation and Christmas.

This process is well known, seasonal and 
I inevitable. It has a remarkable effect ii 
[expediting the House, and business which!
| would require hours in the lush early hours 
| of the session goes through in a moment or|
| two, with hardly a word. Everyone knows 
j now that there Is no use talking, except fori 
| the purpose of keeping the record clear for!
[ posterity (which won’t bother to read it),]
| and so no one talks much. Everyone wants 
| to get on with the Job and then to get home.

At a time like this tempers are apt to 
I grow short, and they would be superhuman 
Ilf they didn’t. Thus when the opposition 
I kept hammering at his plans for solidifying 
j the proposed reductions in gasoline prices,
| Mr. Wismer began to show a human annoy- 
| ance, not without a certain shrewdness.

For some time he and Mr. Maitland had 
I been arguing back and forth about the proper 
[legal procedure for cutting gasoline prices,
| Mr. Maitland saying that they should be put 
| under the new Public Utility Act to permit 
I a new start, "sweet and clean”; Mr. Wismer 
[insisting that this would delay a cut in 
| gasoline prices for a couple of years.

Finally Mr. Wismer, suspecting that there 
[may be some politics in all this talk of law,
[ burst out with a blunt protest. Let the 
j honorable members of the opposition, quoth 
[he, say now, right out like men, whether 
[ they really want the price of gasoline cut or 
[ not! In other wordp, those who are not with 
] us are against us In the light to control the 
| cost of motoring.
I COURTROOM MANNERS
jviR. MAITLAND, who had exhibited hlsj
|iTi best courtroom manner all day and [
| quite floored the back benches with his legal |
[ learning, suspected that Mr. Wismer was at- [
| trlbutlng some ulterior motive to him. There a 
| was no ulterior motive, said he, no politics. [ 

Mr. Wismer, relapsing to "the amenities |
I of the Supreme Court, begged the House to ! 
j understand that he had suggested nothing of I 
I the sort. Of course not

But despite the Impressive trappings of j 
| the court, the incident, Mr. Wlsmer’s little | 
[studied Indiscretion, could mean only one|
| thing—the government Intends to make an [
| Issue, If necessary, of its plan to cut gasoline j 
[prices and, after carrying It through the[ 
j courts, will carry it through the country If | 
I necessary.

Meanwhile Mr. Wismer was prevented:! 
I from discussing the thing very far as it is j 
| apb Judies. He started to say that i# the on I 
] companies thought they were going to win—[ 
| but stopped himself halt way through a sen-1 
| fence, remembering he was a lawyer and his I 
I law was before the courts.

No wonder he Is concerned about this I 
I thing. Mark that here is hi» chief legislative | 
j offspring, his own child, for which he mustj 
| take responsibility before the courts and the!
] country, which he will personally take to I 

to the Privy Council in the most ( 
| important act of his legal career.

At any other time In the session there I 
ave been hours of wrangling over the | 

i tax At this advanced | 
1 required only 10 min- [ 

e thought|

I government’s way of approaching the prob-1 
| lem- unsound—no appeals to the court, com- "
| plete control by the government,

LOOKINC AHEAD
lpLEARLY FORESHADOWING what he I 
I will tell the country about the govern- [ 
ment after the House closes, Mr. Maitland | 
protested against all this autocratic legisla­
tion, centralizing power in the executive, de- ] 
priving citizens of the right to appeal to the | 
courts. This will be strong ammunition In | 
the political fights of the future.

The trouble with Mr. Maitland, said the I 
Premier, is that he doesn’t know the true | 
character of the executive which is taking [ 
these new powers. It was just because he | 
knew It so well, Mr. Maitland retorted, that [ 
he feared such powers.

All this amused Mr. Winch very much. I 
Here was one conservative party, called | 
Liberal, moving just slightly to the left, ac- [ 
ceptlng about 5 per cent of the socialist taxa-1 
Uon program; and here was the other con-1 
servative party objecting frantically even to [ 
this slight reform, saying it went too far. I 
Actually, said he, it didn't go nearly far | 
enough, and he quoted a lot of grisly figures | 
to show how large corporations are piling | 
up profits and evading taxation.

Neither Mr. Maitland nor Mr. Winch, pull-1 
Ing from either side, could budge the govern­
ment. Its taxation plan went through with- [ 
out change.

The strategy of waiting It out In silence | 
continued the rest of the day, as bill after | 
bill went through. Even when Mr. Maitland j 
sought to open the Liquor. Act, to provide a| 
new weapon against bootleggers, only a few | 
words from Mr. Wismer were needed to kill | 
it on the spot.

And then, as the day ended, one witnessed I 
another inevitable phenomenon of this sea-1 
son, the sudden December cloudburst of! 
legislation which always dampens and be-1 
fogs the dying hours of the session. The! 
government grinned, the opposition wore a I 
we-knew-you’d-do-lt look, for both parties | 
have always done it, always condemned each| 

j other for doing It, always will do it.
No less than six bills came down in this| 

single precipitation, and more wlll| 
come yet. There are limits, how-r 
ever, to the patience of the House.] 
When the Premier proposed tof 
make it sit in the morning Mrj 
Maitland raised sudden clamorf 
and Mr. Pattullo had to abandor.| 
the Idea. If, said he, with a cold 
threat which sent terror down! 
oUr collective spines, the House! 
wants Jo sit next week, why ofr 
course, It Is nothing td the gov I 
emment. Oh, nothing at all. At! 
the moment the House has no ln-| 
tentlon of sitting next week.| 
'cloudburst or not

[Redistribution Bill 
I Goes to House

The redistribution bill, printed!
| in the form drafted after weeks of I 
| wrangling in the House's special I 
| committee, reaches the floor of | 
[■the Legislature today.

The printed measure, bound to I 
| provoke one of the major debates I 

f the session, follows the reports 
f the committee.
Its main features are to create | 

he new Albemi riding, join ’
Islands with what is left of ; 
laimo, and cut Victoria to th 

I seats by 
1 constituency i 

Delay in ‘
» of

job of d

ITS
BEFORE CABINET

Industrial and Labor 
Groups Discuss 
Proposed Changes
FTom two sides today the gov-1 

emment received representations I 
on the collective bargaining I 
rights of labor unions.

Word that the government! 
plans to Introduce an amendment I 
giving unions the right to act! 
as bargaining agents for employ-1 
ees in disputes brought a delega- f 
tion of industrialists from Van-] 
couver.

Representing logging, mining! 
and manufacturing Interests they I 
urged the cabinet, at a special | 
interview, to leave the act un-| 
changed. In its present form the ‘ 
act allows employees to choose, [ 
by majority vote, their bargain-j 
ing agents.

W. B. Farris, K.C.; Col. C. E.| 
Edgett and J. H. MacDonald 8 
headed the delegation. They told I 
the cabinet that the act as now! 
framed had kept industrial dis-a 
putes to a minimum in the last 8 
year. But if it must be opened, g 
they suggested, that recognition! 
be given only to existing trades 8 
unions and not to any that would § 
be formed in future.

Trades and Labor Council dele-1 
gates, on the other hand, urged! 
members of the cabinet to re-1 
draft the bargaining clause to en-1 
sure unions the bargaining! 
rights.

west Fire 
|Tax Raised

Government Takes 
More Control Against 
Fire in Woods

nie government’s bill Inc:
| Ing the forest protection tax froir 
| four to six cents an acre was in-! 
| traduced in the Legislature 
[night by Hon. A. Wells Gray,| 
J Minister of Lands. The tax is on 
| logging operations.
[ It also raises the government’s# 
I contribution to the fire-fighting! 
] fund from «440,000 to $500,000 ag 
| year.

Increases In timber royalties! 
[are postponed In the measure.r 
| The period for reinstatement of!
| lapsed timber licenses is extended! 
| from one year to two years. Afl 
| special penalty of $10 a month I 
| provided for the extra year.
| Authority is given the govern ! 
[ment to fix royalties on minor! 
| forest.products, Including Christ f 
I mas trees.

The hands of the forest branch! 
I to force owners and occupiers of! 
I land to fight forest fires ls$ 

a^thened in another clause! 
control is also widened in! 

| other sections, which allow the!
to cancel permits! 

la of extreme risk,! 
bar prospectors from!
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(Sees Gas Cut Coming
Wismer Thinks New Fuel Control Act 
Amendments Will Win Government's Case

“Do the members on the other 
side want the price of gas re-| 
duced or don’t they? Let thi 
say so. 1 could understand their 
arguments coming from the * oil 
companies, but not from mem­
bers of this House/*

This was the challenge At ! 
tomey-General Wismer flung] 
across the Legislature yesterday 
as he fought through his amend 
mentis to the Coal and Petroleum 
Products Control Act, which ne 
expects will make the act valid 
and forestall oil companies in 
heir effort to block the govern­

ment from cutting three cents a 
gallon off gasoline prices.

Conservatives, led by R. L. 
Maitland, K.C., urged the Fuel Act| 

scrapped and coal and pe­
troleum products be brought 
Tinder the new utility commis-) 
pion, but this the*- Attorney- 

eneral declined.
Mr. Maitland insisted the utility 

ommission would be the proper] 
tribunal tô handle the matter.

“The oil companies would be as 
bleased as Punch if it allowed 
ft,” said Mr. Wismer.

“They’re pleased now,” replied 
ï. Maitland.

R*S DELAY
“They won’t be pleased long,

I
ecause if they think they’re 
oing to win—well, I won’t dis- 
uss that now,” continued Mr. 
Vismer. “The course you sug- 
est would simply give them a 
hance to delay it another year.
“If I followed that course the

f
ublic would not get a cut in the 
rice of gas for two years at 
east. e

(
“Our amendment simply de- 
lares our intention in passing 

he Fuel Act.
“I think I am in a sound posi­

tion. I have to take the re­
sponsibility for this, I am the 
(counsel in the case and I have 

(had other advice.
“I don’t understand why you 

would have us scrap the old act 
an<r everything that has been 

gdone under it.
| “I think you are just putting 
yourself in the position of being 
[able to say T told you so* if we 
should lose the case.

“But I can say now I firmly be­
lieve when the case comes up this 
bill will serve the purpose that is 
intended, and after the hearing 
there will be a material reduction 
in the price of gas.”
GOING TO LONDON 

Mr. Maitland disputed the At­
torney-General’s argument that 
inclusion of fuel under the utility 
bill would mean a further delay.

“You already have a delay of 
18 months as a result of the 
chaotic condition arising from 
the manner in which this com- 
missioft went ahead,” he said.

“You’re going to have more de­
lay as the case starts on the way 
to London Town.”

If fuel was in the utility bill 
quicker action would be possible, 
and it could not be argued the 
utility bill arose out of the Mac­
donald report on coal and oil, as 
was claimed on the Fuel Act, Mr. 
Maitland said.

L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chil­
liwack, complained that price- 
cutting would put some people

armers To Be Relieved
Land Settlement Board Loans to be 
Adjusted in Bill Before House

I Attorney-General.
“No, but put fuel in the utility 

bill,” Replied Mr. Eyres.
“That wouldn’t alter the situa­

tion as far as jobs are concerned.” 
said Mr. Wismer.

“But it would give these people 
i chance to be heard. They 

I haven’t any chance now,” de- 
J dared Mr. Eyres.

Premier Pattullo said Mr. 
Eyres was probably referring to 
the fact no price spread had been 
fixed, and the Attorney-General 
immediately explained the gov­
ernment had not had a chance 
to deal with this because the 
courts had stopped it from 
making further orders.

Mr. Maitland ended debate on 
I the bill for the day by insisting 
I that he had no political motive in 
I his suggestions but simply wanted 
I to show the government a safe 
I way to go ahead with its plan 
I The bill was not completed.

iys Pension Age 
Should Be Lowered

Frank LeRoy Addresses 
Old Age Pensioners* 
Organization
The liability to provide old age 

pensions and meet other social 
needs should rest on the shoulders 
of those who had been more for­
tunate in life, Frank LeRoy told 
a meeting of the Old Age Pension­
ers’ organization yesterday in the 
Eagles’ Hall.

Attainment of these aims would 
only be accomplished by means 
of a strong organization with 
good leadership, Mr. LeRoy said. 
The speaker said the Eagles 
Lodge had taken up the fight for 
old age pensions in Canada in 
1920. That organization had 
spent over $500,000 for that cause 
alone, he said.

Pensions were first granted in] 
Europe but the idea quickly | 
spread, one of the best examples I 
today being New Zealand, which I 
had one of the best old age pen- [ 
sion plans in the world. Nothing 
of value in regard to such a 
scheme could be attained unless 
pressure were exerted dn the 
Legislature. He considered the 
present pension was inadequate, 
the average for British Columbia || 
amounting to only $18 a month. J 
Mr. LeRoy advocated the pension j 
age be reduced to 60 years and! 
that pensions should be increased | 
to $30.

The first part of the meeting 
took the form of an installation 
ceremony when officers elected a 
month ago wçre installed under 
the chairmanship of George 
Hutchinson. Mrs. E. Wilkinson 
was appointed convener of social 
affairs for the organization.

Under a complicated formula 
placed before the Legislature by 
bill last night, the B.C. govern­
ment proposes to relieve farmers 
of mounting charges on Land 
Settlement Board farms.

The amount of relief to be 
granted is not calculated in the 
bill, but overdue charges against 
the lands run something over 
$1,000,000. The settlement board 
owes the orovincial treasury over 
$5,000,000.

The main provisions of the 
| measure are as follows:

In place of interest on overdue 
loans that has been compounded 
since depression years, the inter­
est rate will be reduced retro­
actively to 6 per cent up to May 
31,1936» and to 4V4 per cent from 
there on.

Once a farmer has brought his 
interest payment up to date he 
will receive credit each year on 
the interest he pays towards 
wiping off his principal. Thus he 
will be able to start reducing the 
principal of his debt by simply 
paying the interest.

Further relief will be given by 
allowing farmers to claim part 
of the value of buildings, or other 
improvements they have made 
to their lands as a rebate against 
the principal of their debt. 

Finally the Land Settlement

(
Board is given power to re­
appraise the various properties 
and wipe out the difference from 
amounts owing.

Pleads m Mouse " 
For Poorer Class

R. L. Maitland, leader of the 
opposition, in the Legislature 
yesterday championed the cause 
of those persons who paid less 
than $75 a year municipal taxes.

The bill, amending the Public 
Schools Act and giving students 
an extra year in school provided 
their parents paid $75 a year in 
taxes, was in second reading.

Mr. Maitland said there were 
many people in Vancouver who 

, did not pay that much, and as a 
result their children would not 
benefit by the extra year’s 
schooling.

“You help the wealthy and shut 
out the poor,” he said. “This is 
supposed to be extra education 
for all, not only one class.”

H. E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver! 
East, said he understood the g 
change would cost Vancouver Cityl 
from $40,000 to $75,000 a year in| 
Increased school costs.

“I couldn’t say offhand howl

I
 much it will cost,” Hon. G. M.S 
Weir, Minister of Education, said. [ 
“I don’t think it will be very!

I
 much; somewhere in the neigh-1 
borhood of $20,000 a year.”
“You’re helping the one classa

I
 that doesn’t need it,” Mr. Mait*| 
land said as the bill passed.

Hart Prepares 
To Meet Big 
Debt Maturities

Minister Asks Powers 
To Handle Refinancing | 
Of Big Issues

Three-year Plan
The groundwork for handling 

British Columbia's major finan­
cial problem, the maturity < " 
some $57,000,000 worth of 1' 
debt in the next three years, wi 
laid by Hon. John Hart, Minister | 
of Finance, in legislation tabled) 
in the Legislature yesterday as 
an amendment to the Revenue1 
Act.Specifically, the amendment! 
permits the minister to refinance] 
his P.G.E. bonds when they 
mature. It also gives him the 
authority to refinance any matur­
ing bonds, regardless of whether 
the full amount for them Is in the 
sinking funds or not 

Thus, the finance minister will 
be given a free hand to tackle the 
problem of maturities. Previ­
ously he was given authority to 
handle the sinking funds as he 
sees fit The new amendment 
completes the powers he needs to 
handle the situation.While Mr. Hart has some $37,-1 
000,000 In his sinking funds, 
which will increase before all the 
$57,000,000 comes due, this will 
not be sufficient to meet all 
maturities. He will therefore 
have to go on the market to bor­
row money to meet some of the 
payments as they fall due.

A statement as to the finance 
minister's plans is expected when 
he moved second reading of the 
bill in the House.Nert year the sum of $8,300,-! 
000 In provincial bonds matures 
but hè is understood to have 
already made his arrangements 
to deal with this. In 1940 the 
maturities total $4,361,500.

His big year comes in 1941 
when $24,000,000 falls due. Fol­
lowing, in 1942, the Pacific Gn 
Eastern Railway stocks and 
bonds, totaling $20,160,000, will 
mature.
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! Maitland Us 
jCertainty Gone

Discourages Business,
He Says; C.C.F. Wants 
More Tax on Industry

Conservatives told the* govern­
ment in the Legislature yesterday 
the amendment to the Income 
Tax Act, authorizing the collec­
tion of taxes from holding com­
panies, was going too far and 
would throttle business.

The C.C.F. said the amendment 
did not go far enough and the 
government should extend the act 
to include all companies that were 
building up reserves to evade B.C. 
taxation.

“We want industry In this 
province to feel it has its rights \ 
and is free,” said R. L. Maitland, 
leader of the opposition; “I agree 
it is a good thing to go after tax 
evaders, but why place everyone 
in that position. Why, there will 
be no feeling of certainty for 
business.”

He objected to a clause in the 
bill which said right of appeal 
would be with the Lieut.-Governor- 
in-council. Such power he termed 
autocratic. Nothing could be 
more discouraging to invested 
capital.
TAX EVADERS

'Why don’t you limit your act 
to the holding companies who are 
evading taxtion?” he asked. “The 
time is coming when we are to 
know if the people are to be kept 
altogether from the right of ap­
peal in cases like this.”

H. E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East, said many companies built 
up reserves for purposes of 
evading taxation, and he thought 
the government should go after 
such companies.

“It is strange the government 
refuses to go after the money 
where the money is,” he said. 
“We should use that money to 
alleviate the sufferings of those 
who are unemployed.”

The wealth accumulated by 
those companies, Mr. Winch said, 
was accumulated on the basis 
that work of citizens on natural 
resources brought about that 
wealth. Such being the case, it 
was only fair and just the prov­
ince should have a Just return.

“Surely the government has a 
right to tax excess profits,” he 
said.

“We see the formation of hold­
ing companies becoming incorpor­
ated under Dominion charter so 
as to escape the taxation of the 
provinces. They have built up 
reserves far in excess of their 
needs and far in excess of their 
total^capitalization.

Mr. Winch instanced the 
perial Oil Company, which, he 
said, made profits in British Co-j 
lumbia, but because of a Do­
minion charter, could get around 
the laws of the provinces and 

Id up a great undistributed re 
serve.

He said the principle of bui 
ing up reserves for purposes 
evading taxation should 
stopped and the provincial a: 

ion governments shew

Says Niffses in 
B.C. Exploited

Answering C.C.F. 
Criticism, Minister Says 
Best Possible Being Done

“In no other field are workers 
so ruthlessly exploited as in the 
hospitals, because the hospital 
authorities hold a club over the 
heads of their nurses-in-tralning,' 
said Colin Cameron, C.C.F., 
Comox, when speaking in the 
Legislature yesterday on the bill 
of E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 
amending the Hospitals Act and 
giving better working conditions 
to nurses.

“The cheapest way to operate 
hospitals is being used, and the 
unfortunate young women who 
go into training are the victims,” 
he said.

Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial 
Secretary, in opposing the bill, 
admitted certain abuses did exist 
in some hospitals, but said the 
government was making definite 
progress in eliminating them. 
The bill, as suggested by the Bur 
naby member, would substan­
tially increase hospital costs, th< 
minister said.

“We will see what can be done,’ 
he said. “We are doing our ut­
most under present conditions. 
We are moving as rapidly for 
ward as we can.”

Mr. Winch said he was sur­
prised the government alio1 
young women to train in hospital! 
where there was obviously m 
training facilities. He said the; 
were wasting their time. He pi 
tested against possible dismiss 
of a nurse just before graduation, 
without right of appeal, and ask< 
for this right in his bill.

The Vancouver General Hoi 
pital, he said, had three and twi 
third beds to a graduate nurse 
St Paul’s Hospital had six and 
half beds; the Jubilee Hospit 
nine and four-fifth beds, and Si 
Joseph’s Hospital five and one- 
fifth beds.

R. L. Maitland, leader of 
opposition, adjourned the debat

Maitland Objects to 
Doctor Disclosing Results 
Of Examination

Passage of the government’s 
bill to enforce blood tests before 
marriage was temporarily held 
up in the Legislature yesterday, 
when objection was taken by 
some members to the proposed 
method of notifying couples of 
the tests for each other.

The bill, which is subject to 
proclamation by the government, 
provides that the intending bride 
and bridegroom must be notified 
of the results of each other’s 
tests. They are not banned from 
marriage if suffering from 
syphilis, but it is thought if one 
or the other has contracted the 
disease they would not marry.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
raised the question as to who 
should tell them. Hon. G. M 
Weir, Provincial Secretary, said 
it would be the medical man, who 
made the tests.

“Surely you would nllow an in­
tending bride or groom to disclose 
the condition to the intending 
partner, not let the doctor do it?” 
said R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con­
servative leader.

The clause was stood over for 
further consideration.

Dr. Weir assured the House 
that where couples intended to go 
through repeat marriage cere­
monies because of informalities 
about their previous weddings 
they will not have to take the 
tests.

A clause which reduces from 
eight to three days the period be­
tween application for a marriage 
license and the actual ceremony 
was approved.

(ANTI-BOOTLEG 
1 BILL FAILS

The government killed in the 
I Legislature yesterday a bill ad- 
I vanced by R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
I Conservative leader, which would 
I give police power to inspect all 
I counter slips for purchases in 
I liquor stores.

Mr. Maitland proposed it as a 
| weapon against bootlegging, 
which he described as a vicious 
crime, often leading to more 

| serious offences.
Attorney - General Wismer re- 

I fused the amendment because he 
I said liquor officials already gave 
I police fullest Information of this 
sort, and the examination of the 
3,452,907 slips passing over liquor 
store counters each year was 
quite impracticable.

! Notes of tlu 
Legislature !
Increased benefits beln 

granted under the Workmen’s! 
Compensation Act, in amend 
ments endorsed by the Leg 
lature, will cost employers an 
extra assessment of about $150,000 
per year, Hon. George S. Pearl 
son, Minister of Labor, said.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby.l 
withdrew bills giving the right] 
of habeas corpus and trial l 
jury to people seeking relea 
from mental institutions, follow-l 
ing explanation by Hon. G. Ml 
Weir, Provincial Secretary, ofl 
certain legal technicalities ini 
volved, and the minister’s assurl 
ance that no person is confined! 
in provincial homes for five mini 
utes lqnger than necessary. Legal 
dangers were also seen by R. L| 
Maitland, K.C., and Attorney! 
General Wismer, but Mr. Wismer! 
promised Mr. Winch full ini 
vestigation of any cases he knew! 
of people who were sane being! 
confined. They lauded Mr.j 
Winch’s intentions in the bills.

CERTIFICATES FOR 
DIVORCE PLANNED

People who get divorced in B.C.E 
alter this will be able to get I 
government certificates showing! 
they were divorced, to put with j 
their marriage certificates 
show that it is all over.

Provision lor the new certifl 
cates is made in amendments 
the Vital Statistics Act submitted! 
to the Legislature by Hon. G. Ml 
Weir, Provincial Secretary. It ls| 
necessary because proof oil 
divorce is needed before persons! 
can re-marry and this is some-J 
times hard to get.

Another amendment increases! 
the lee for searching into old! 
births, marriages and death! 
records from 25 to 50 cents.

Another change will prevent] 
busybodies from prying into! 
records ol adopted and illegtimatel 
children. To protect the children,| 
information ol this kind w 
henceforth be given only to thoi 
who have proper use to make oil 
It



Across Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

\OUT OF THE FOG
rrHE POLITICIANS' ‘argument and clamor I 

1 about the real Issues ol dur time cannot I 
forever hide these issues from view. Some- j 
how they always survive this onslaught of I 
enlightenment and emerge "from the fog of I 
explanation at the most Inconvenient mo-1 

| ments.
Thus from the fever and the fret of these I 

[dying hours in the legislature suddenly I 
emerged yesterday, all clear and vivid, the I 
facts of life in British Columbia. Then, as I 
suddenly the fog closed in again, the poll- [

| tidans went on darlfying the real issues 1 
and they were lost once more, perhaps for | 
another year.

The fog broke unexpectedly during dis-1 
cusslon of a C.C.F. bill to improve the work-1 
lng conditions of hospital nurses. It was) 
the last place where you would expect to I 
find any light on the real condition of this I 
province and the real condition of the gov-1 
ernment's mind, but you must take it when j 
it comes, in brief flashes, and be thankful. I

Premier Pattullo had listened for an hour I 
to the unhappy poli tidans talking about the I 
condition of nurses—admittedly far from I 
satisfactory—and he had grown a little I 
tired of it It is time, said he to himself, | 
to get out of the fog, if only for a moment; [ 
time to warn these unskilled mariners where | 
the ship of state is going.

So, little noted by the galleries and the I 
| benches, Mr. Pattullo suddenly burst out I 
with a warning to the legislature and to the I 
province, generally, to go slow In social re-1 
forms that cost money; not, he said, that we ! 
don’t want Utopia, but we don’t get there in | 
a single moment and may stumble If we| 
try.

\no radicalism

DRmSH COLUMBIA, in the picture! 
r*3 painted by the Premier, is a little com-1 
munlty on the western sea, trading with the I 
world, meeting the competition of low! 
wages in other nations and in other prov- f 
inces. The goods it sells all over the un-1 
protected world, in the end must pay tor all | 
social reforms, including the aid of nurses. [ 
So far those goods have paid for more social I 
reforms than the goods of any other prov- [ 

lince, but they cannot be stretched out in-1 
I definitely so long as their price is governed | 
| by the world price.

So tlie Premier, who has been accused! 
I of a radicalism which .he has never felt, I 
I warned the legislature to go slow, not to I 
I press too hard on the goods that go out into I 
I the world, not to kill the goose that lays the | 
{golden egg.

The Premier’s speech was brief and soon I 
[lost in the fog, but to those who could listen | 

I understand it meant much; meant that 
[the government, after the well-remembered I 
enthusiasms of its youth, back In 1933, has j 

[swung sharply to the right, in the jargon I 
|of the economist, Is pursuing definitely a | 
[middle-of-the-road policy.

This, of course, Is no news to anyone who | 
has been on the Inside here from the begin- 

g, and knows that the government was I 
[elected and must seek re-election by the I 

Ilots of the great mass of ordinary, home-1 
[owning British Columbians. But it is not | 
often that the government makes this clear | 
r, in fact, tells what is really in its mind | 
nceming the basie issues of alL 
Quickly lost in the fog, submerged in a I 

hundred fathoms of oratory, was the Pre-1 
rts statement But one other thing be-1 

■ clear for a moment—British Columbia I 
has not begun to solve the great basic ques-1 

[tion of medical care for its citizens. Every-1 
1 that the hospitals are

.«All knew,, though, that health insurant) 
must be the first step but no one was lmpo-1 
lite enough to mention that sore subject [ 
For another year the hospitals and the prob-1 
lem of medical care must wait The middle | 
of the road, boys, is the motto.

DEADLY EARNEST 
IT WAS A DEADLY earnest House all day 
* and night. Everybody knew we must 
waste no single moment if we were to get 
out of here by the week-end and nobody 
wants to come back next Monday. Legisla­
tion went through not fast, but without the 
least filllbuster. Even In these dying hours 
you could observe no unseemly haste and 
most of the major bills were closely exam­
ined, criticized clause by clause.

In this grim atmosphere of business there 
were few human outbursts—only a passing 
breeze between Mr. Wismer and his good 
friend Harry Perry. The man from the high 
north, who is one Jt the surviving tribunes 
of the people, made a characteristically 
vehement attack on a bill to extend the power 
of lawyers, calling It something beyond the 
‘‘decencies’’ of legal practice.

This, with somewhat synthetic indigna­
tion, Mr. Wismer considered an insult to 
him personally, but Mr. Perry’s explanation 
that, in brief, he had beên speaking In the 
Pickwickian sense, mollified the Attorney- 
General, who is always easily mollified and 
doesn’t like to quarrel with anyone.

In the evening Mr. Cameron returned! 
to another flashing attack on the handling 
of the Blubber Bay strike, accusing the 
police of concocting evidence against the 
strikers. Mr. Wismer replied that if Mr. 
Cameron had such facts in his possession 
he should take them to the courts. With 
this challenge the brisk incident closed, with 
no one the wiser.

That often happens in estimates com­
mittee where the House remained for 
hours, talking of drivers’ tests, speed limits, 
"crime detection and other mlnutae of gov- 

_ which are easier on the collective 
mind of the members than pub­
lic utilities and the larger Issues 
of the session.

By midnight the order paper 
had shrunk considerably and 
there remained the clamorous1 
question of redistribution, a few 
.opposition resolutions, some 
minor bills—and the prospects of 
home, fireside and children at 
the week-end.

[RELIEF TOTAL 
[STILL RISING

An increase of 32 family heads I 
I and 19 single jobless was shown j 
I on the city relief rolls for No- j 
| vember in comparison with Octo-1 
1 her figures, according to a state-1 
I ment from the city relief office | 
| today.

The family units are still 86 j 
I below those of November, 1937,1 
| while the single total is exactly I 
j the same for the month in both | 
I years.

'Four hundred and eighty-nine 1 
I family units received aid in the I 
I city last month, against 457 In j 
I October and 575 in November,
11937.

In the single division the I 
| figures were 430 last month and I 
| in November, 1937, and 411 in [ 
| October of this year. I

Public works and forestry camp I 
I projects are not qfflpcted to re- ( 
Iduce "

er.

(is Compromise
Labor Rights Clause 
To Be Redrafted 
Again Next Year

The new labor bargaining plan I 
I before the Legislature is a tem-l 
jporary compromise measure!
I brought down to meet the wishes!
! of trades unions, Hon. George S. [ 
| Pearson, Minister of Labor, an-1 
| nounced as he sponsored second | 
| reading of the measure.

During the next year, Mr. Pear-1 
I son, said, union leaders and the! 
I employers' council will get to-j 
| gether to rewrite the clause again ] 
j on a basis satisfactory to all.

Mr. Pearson frankly told the I 
1 House he was bringing in the I 
1 redraft clause against his better ] 
1 judgment and because he and the I 
1 government felt that the views I 
3 of the trades unions should be I 
j respected. He warmly defended I 
| the operation of the bargaining ] 
I clause passed last year.
§ In effect the new bill grants the 1 
I business'agents of existing trades I 
I unions the right to act as bargain-1 
j ing agents in a dispute where [ 
j most of the employees affected ) 
1 are union members.

Mr. Pearson’s speech this mom-1 
I ing launched what is expected to I 
j be a fierce fight on one of the f 
\ province’s major problems. I 
| Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, who | 
I is seeking to insert a stronger | 
| bargaining clause and rights of | 
| quickie strikes into the act, ad-1 
| journed debate for the time being.

The minister insisted that while [ 
| the present bargaining clause 
| makes employees a little more | 
| independent of trades unions it 
j has actually helped labor and has |] 
| not interfered seriously witl 
J unions. In some cases it has II 
a helped them to get working 
j agreements. However, union 
I leaders insisted a change be made 
I and the government respected [ 
j position.

The minister admitted that the I 
| bargaining clause had not stimu-1 
| lated labor organization as it I 
I might, partly perhaps because 1 
I some employers were opposed to 8 
| organization and others feared it, 1 
I not without cause.

One of the reasons, he said, was 1 
| because it was extremely difficult | 
I to write into any law a clause I 
! that could prevent an employer 1 
| discriminating against an em-|
I ployee if he chose to do so.

“At the same time,” he said, I 
“I believe the act has helped the! 

B organization of labor, only in 1 
1 small groups, I admit, but it has. f

Harold Winch adjourned 
I debate.
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Hospital Act
C.C.F. Measure Lost; 
Oppositions Vote 
Against Government

The Legislature yesterday voted 
29 to 12 against amending the 
Hospitals Act to better working 
conditions of nurses, as proposed 
by E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby.

Liberals voted Solidly against 
Conservatives and C.C.F. mem­
bers in killing the bill on a divi­
sion called by H. E. Winch, C.C.F.,, 
Vancouver East.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva­
tive, Victoria; Dr. J. Lyle Telford, 
C.C.F., Vancouver East; Thomas 
Uphill, Labor, Fernie; Mrs. Paul 
Smith, Liberal, Vancouver Bur- 
rard, and M. J. Bryan, Liberal, 
Mackenzie, were out. 1 the House 
when the vote was taken.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,
forth Vancouver, said nurses to- 
ty were in the same class as 
>mestic servants. In Dickens’ 

|days, she said, store employees 
elept under the counters; today,
lurses slept in bad quarters.

! Mr. Anscomb said nurses in Vic- 
.toria hospitals had better build- 
lings than the hospitals proper.
jBAD Fife PATIENTS

Mrs. Steeves said there may be 
ime exceptions, but she had seen 

I cubicles in, which many nurses 
giving them no chance to 

r# Jf0111 afi h atmosphere
(of disease and death and bad 
! temper. Nurses, she said, per­
formed most responsible work 
and it was not good for the pa­
tients to have tired nurses care 
for them.

Hon. George Pearson, Minister 
of Labor, said the nursing profes­
sion was subject to many abuses, 
and young nurses were asked to 
make many sacrifices. He said 
the great difficulty was in the 
financial’basis of the hospitals. 
The whole financial structure 
of hospitals and medicine was 
faulty, he said.

A complete change In the finan­
cial structure was needed, "but 
quite frankly I can’t see how that 
can be done quickly.”

Dr. J. J. Glllls, Liberal, Yale, 
said the hospitals of B.C. were 
well run and the nurses well 

I looked after. The bill would 
greatly Increase the financial dif­
ficulties of the hospitals.

Harold Winch said that, in Vie- 
à, graduate nurses were work- 

—, on the staffs of the hospitals 
for $20 a month because they 
could not find enough private 
work and the hospitals were tak- 
Ing-advantage of that fact. Vic­
toria nurses, he said, had told him 

[they favored an eight-hour day.
"We are allowh^ nurses to be 

[overexploited,” he said. “Nurses 
hospitals by

conditions of

Premier Pattullo advised the 
J House to defeat the bill and take 

of the' Minister qt La- 
1Provincial Secret!

BEST

mm

I knows very grave '•ifflcultles arc j 
| in-theway.

“If‘you pass this bill you wllll 
| place an undue and very difficult | 

pblem on the hospitals," he I 
Id. "We are reviewing the | 

f whole hospital situation."

Redistribution 
Fight Centres on 
Islands Riding

Macintosh and 
Straith in Hot 
Exchange in House

| Gerrymander Charge
The main fight centred around 

the elimination of the Islands 
riding as the redistribution bill, 
realigning many of the provincial 
constituencies, was given second 
reading this morning In the Legis­
lature.

Gerrymander charges were 
flung across the chamber and de­
nied by the government.

During debate hints were 
thrown out that Hon. George S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, will 
run In the new Nanaimo and the 
Islands riding instead of going to 
Albernl, Capt. MacGregor Macin­
tosh, now sitting for the Islands, 
will oppose Mr. Speaker Whit­
taker in Saanich, and Herbert 
Anscomb will contest the new 
Oak Bay scat

“I hope this is the last piece of 
legislation of this kind,” said R.
L. Maitland, Leader of the Op­
position. “To me, of course, it is 
a great compliment, for every 
beaten government brings In a 
bill of this kind. When this gov­
ernment found In 1937 that the 
Conservative Party had developed 
real strength and a real founda­
tion and that the government was 
losing, came the decision for this 
last tactic."

He said the whole bill was 
“silly and nonsense and most 
laughable" and should be added to 
the funny papers.
- "You can’t beat me In the City 
of Vancouver and any one of you 
Is Invited to run against me," Mr. 
Maitland said.
CHALLENGES FLY

“Why don’t-you come up and 
run against me In Prince Ru­
pert?” the Premier asked.

Mr. Maitland replied he pre­
ferred to run In a large represent­
ative riding where government 
appointments did not control the 
votes. -

“But I Invited you to run 
against me in Vancouver," Mr. 
Maitland said to the Premier.

“I might do that," Mr. Pattullo 
replied.

Mr. Maitland said both Liberal 
and Conservative Governments 
In the past had brought In redis­
tribution bills but he hoped It 
would soon be realized such mat- f 
ters should be handled along judi­
cial lines.

“There will be no redistribution I 
In the future along these political, | 
disgusting lines that break faith I 
In government," he said.

Dr. J. Lyle Telford, C.C.F., 
Vancouver East called the bill a I

er.
i of roads 1 

ring to I

bill was a potiticân5anô«!... 
the government was making a 
farce of democracy and destroy­
ing faith in government. The 
government, he said, had delib­
erately gone out and manipulated 
the ridings.

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
George, said he believed the 
basis of redistribution was en­
tirely wrong. Because of three 
parties he said the government 
was representing a minority of 
the people. He thought redistri­
bution should be handled by a 
Royal Commission. Representa­
tion, he said, should be based on 

. territorial, economic and cultural 
basis. The Speaker of the House, 
he thought, should not be sub­
jected to popular vote, but should 
be elected by the House from 
outside.

"You will have to get away 
from party control of government 
pryou are going to have complete 
control along Fascist lines,” Mr. 
Perry warned.

H. E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver 
East, said the government Itself 
had given rise to suspicion of 
gerrymander through Its method 
of handling redistribution. He 
said it was high time British Co­
lumbia took under advisement a 
complete revision of redistribu­
tion.

E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena, 
saw an economic necessity for 
redistribution. The Angel Gabriel, 
he said, could not bring In a bill 
of this nature that would meet 
with 100 per cent approval of the 
House. He resented Dr. Telford’s 

I remarks about a "slwash village." 
WILL BUN IN NANAIMO

Hon. George S. Pearson, Min­
ister of Labor, said Albernl was 
entitled to Its own seat In the 
House. He said the Tolmie ad­
ministration had done Nanaimo 
out of a number of districts. He 
had no Intention of leaving Na­
naimo to run anywhere else, he 
said, even If It meant he would be 
defeated.

"I asked Albernl be returned," 
he said. "I did not ask for lnclu- 
sion of the Islands in Nanaimo 
riding. I feel very sorry for the 
apparent necessity of eliminating 
the Islands. I will take some- 
what of a chance there, going 
Into new territory." 8

w; Brilhn, -Conservative,a 
Salmon Arm, Insisted that all the! 
gerrymander charges arose out! 
of the submerging of the Islands. 
He claimed that the Victoria rid- 
‘ng ÿ left at four seats
and Salt Spring island and 
adjacent Islands be added to
made**' * 018 change had to be

Thomas Uphill, Labor, Fernie, 
*,ea<ed Liberal 

candidate In his riding gave ad- 
rice on hospital grants and drew 
the retort from Hon. G. M. Weir, 
Provincial Secretary, that "you
ness "n0t atten<Ung t0 your busi-

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
supported the new Albernl riding 
P *n but not at the expense of
taking the seat out of the pants 

of the Islands.” He said Victoria 
shouM sacrifice the necessary 
seat. Four members for Victoria

on any gr°unds. He said the redrafting of the 
Comox seat helped ■
but he said the a 
had been 
cause It

gested Mr. Pearson’s equa 
about the change In Na;_ 
might be a forecast that he wol 
join the new utility commission 
The obvious answer to the heav. 
representation on thé southed 
end of Vancouver Island, as con 
pared with the north, was th 
90,000 of the Island’s 110,0 
people lived In the south.

"As a matter of fact,” he con 
tlnued, "people In Victoria dont 
care what you do because nothing 
on earth can stop a Conservative 
government being elected as soon 
as you go to the polls.” He said 
there was absolutely no reason 
for redistribution unless It was to 
reduce the cost of government 
which this did not.

Capt MacGregor Macintosh, 
Conservative, the Islands, called 
the deletion of the Islands the 
most unprincipled thing he 
ever seen.

“What about Columbia?”
| Premier Pattullo.

“I’m not worried about wh

I
the Tolmie government did. rvel 
got enough troubles of my own,"] 
said Capt Macintosh.
If the size of the House were!

I
 being reduced he would not mlnd.1 
he said, but the people of the| 
Islands resented the change.
He charged W. T. Straith, Llb-I

I
eral, Victoria, with completely I 
misrepresenting to the redlstri-i 
button committee the position of| 

the Islands.
“There was never a more rabid | 
misstatement made," he said, l 
ferring to Mr. Stralth’s remarks! 
that the Cy Peck was largely a I 
tourist ferry and the main bust-1 
ness of the islands was with Van-| 

couver.
Mr. Straith Immediately denied I 
misleading the committee. He I 
told the history of the ferry, in-1 
sistlng that Its biggest traffic wall 
to handle tourists in the summer. | 
The C.P.R. boat connection wlti 

the Islands was to Vancouver.
He justified four-member] 
representation for Victoria 
arguing that cities must havi 
multiple seats to keep up the bal-| 
ance In the House between urh 
and suburban ridings.

Traffic Questions 
Are Called Silly

The value of the 250 questions 
posed by Provincial Police traffic 
experts for testing motorists was 
questioned In the Legislature last 
night by Capt. Macgregor Macin­
tosh, Conservative, The Islands.

"No one could keep all these 
things In his head,” he said. 
"Why don’t you withdraw the 
questions?"

Attorney-General Wlsmer said 
the driving tests will start soon 
at stations In Vancouver, Victoria 
and New Westminster. Later 
traveling clinics will be arranged 
to test drivers In other parts of 
the province.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., called the 
test questions silly, and some < 
them nonsense and of no practie 
value.

Attorney-General Wlsmer 
I a driver could not learn too mucl 
I about his car. He said the obje 
I of the questions was not to ] 

off the road, but to <
: safe driving.
“ ’ ’ sh said: “H i 

aminations



I Should Centralize 
I Government Offices

The government should do I 
something immediately to stop! 
the continued spreading of gov I 
ernment offices in Victoria and! 
Vancouver, Harold Winch, C.C.F.T 
Vancouver East, said in the Legis-I 
lature last night.

He suggested an addition to I 
the Parliament Buildings in Vic-| 
toria and a government building! 
in Vancouver.

Rental of offices will increase! 
next year to $49,186 from $26,0001 
this year. Hon. F. M. MacPher-l 
son, Minister of Public Works,! 
said all offices had been leased. |

Mr. Winch pleaded for a new! 
generating plant at Tranquille! 
Sanitorium. The one there at! 
present, he said, had been in con-1 
tinual operation for 13 years, and! 
as a result a serious situation! 
would develop there that would! 
cost a great deal more than! 
$20,000 to replace the present I 
plant. ,

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, I 
asked the Minister of Public! 
Works to try and do something I 
about enlargement of the Press | 
Gallery.

Capt. Macgregor Macintosh, 1 
Conservative, the Islands, asked |
for improvements to the mem-l 

|§ bers* • cloak room in the Parlia-| 
ment Buildings.

Companionate Marriage 
May Be Increased

Compulsory medical examina- I 
tion before marriage would lead I 
to companionate marriage in I 
British Columbia, Dr. J. J. Gillis, 
Liberal, Yale, said in the Legisla- | 
ture last night.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, 
said that would not be as immoral I 
as diseased parents bringing chil- | 
dren into the world.

The act to amend the Marriage I 
Act, making this examination 
compulsory, passed third reading 
in the House this morning.

Some argument came up last 
nighc as to who should tell the 
contracting parties if one had the 
disease. Hon. G. M. Weir, Pro­
vincial Secretary, said it would be | 
the duty of the doctor.

(Denied Courts 
jOn Utility Rates

Government Writes 
New Appeal Formula 
Into Massive Bill

British Columbia’s public utility I 
I bill, 135 sections and some 12,0001 
I words long, one ot the most mass !
I ive and most important pieces of I 
I legislation that has been before I 
I the Legislature in years, needs I 
I only a few finishing touches now I 
I before the House is ready to make I 
1 It law. [
I As the measure neared comple-1
I tion yesterday the government in- 
] serted an entirely new formula I 
I for allowing appeals against rul-1 
I ings of the utility commission. .
| There are two main principles 1 
I set out in the new sections: |
I 1. utility companies will be al l 
I lowed to go to the appeal court on I 
u questions of law and jurisdiction I
1 only- , 1
| 2. Companies will be barred |
1 from appealing to the courts I 
| against rates, service orders or j 
a other points of fact dealt with by I 
a the commission, but they can I 
I carry their case to the provincial I 
I cabinet, which will have power to I 
B change orders of the commission. I 
I Scores of minor changes were!
I put into the bill as it was built up 9 
1 step by step. Many of them were I 
I to change phrases and wordings !
I without altering important prin- 
I dples, and there was little debate.
I Premier Pattullo piloted the 
I measure. L
I The government dropped one I 
I clause that would have given the J 
I commission power to impose cer-1 
I tain penalties on companies. This I 
I had drawn strenuous criticism I 
I from the opposition, which main-1 
I tained only the courts should be I 
K allowed to do this. f 1
I The government rejected the I 
1 Conservative plan to put coal and I 
I petroleum products under thé I 
1 utility commission. 1
I Opposition members put up a I 
I strenuous fight against a clause I 
I which permits the commission to I 
1 name inspectors of utilities and I 
j fore- municipalities to pay their I 
I salaries. Attorney-General Wis-I 
1 mer said that this was a discre-l 
j tionary power arid would not bel 
1 used unless obviously needed.

j Lawyers Bill 
Ils Under Fire

Gives Them Too 
Much Control, 
Members Claim

I Exchange of Pulp 
I Timber Allowed

Powell River Co. and the Pa-1 
Iclfic Mills Ltd., at Ocean Falls, I 
I will be permitted to use timber I
■ from each others limits under a I
I Forest Act amending bill en-j 
Idorsed last night by the Legisla-j 
I ture. L

Premier Pattullo assured the! 
Hous* this would not allow them I 

I to take any more pulp timber! 
I than they now have under license.!
■ But, he explained, sometimes one!
■ company would be cutting timber! 
lit cannot use,, but the other mill! 
I could. The bill will allow such I 
la transfer. Up to now timber! 
1 from a pulp license could only ber
■ shipped to the mill appurtenant 
lto it

[Says Cities Welcome I 
Control of Utilities

1 The public utilities bill will pro-1 
I vide a weapon which municipal!
| cov ?ils hav wanted a long time!

• that it will enable government! 
authority to find out details off 

I utility busi*-sses and thus set up 
a sound argument for changes in 

I rates, Alderman Fred Crone, Lib-| 
j < l. Vancouver Centre, decla: 
in the Legislature yesterday.

It should be heartily welcome | 
by councils of all municipalities 
that deal with utility companies 1 

| he said. These councils, continu ! 
|ly under pressure from resi-l 
juts b gel changes in rates and! 

rbervice, had had Uttie power be*| 
I cause they could not examine al 
I utility company's books and ree l 
I ords. Thus they could not justify! 
I their claims for changes in service! 
1 with detailed arguments.

After a sharp clash in the 
Legislature yesterday between 
private members and Attorney- 
General Wismer, debate was 
stood over on a bill which would 
have made lawyers the only ones 
entitled, to draw up legal docu-| 
ments for pay.

Mr. Wismer raid the measure | 
would stop the practice of ambu­
lance-chasing, but H. G. Perry,] 
Liberal, Fort George, said it gave j 
the lawyers much greater mon­
opolistic powers than they needed I 
and should have been referred to 
the private bills committee for |

! full examination.
He suggested it was going be­

yond the decencies of the legal] 
profession to put such a bill In 
the House in the late days of the] 
session. He claimed it would stop 
a justice of the peace or real 
estate man even getting a fee for 
drawing up an agreement of sale. ] 
Wherever any small business 
operated there would have to be 
a lawyer on hand to draw up 
documents, he claimed.

The Attorney-General resented I 
Mr. Perry's remarks and de­
manded he withdraw them. They 
were an insult to the legal pro-j 
fession, he said.

Mr. Perry said he meant no| 
insult and would withdraw any­
thing that cast reflections, but he] 
wondered if the Attorney-General j 
was "brow-beating the witness be-1 

I cause he had a weak case.”
J Mrs. D. G. Steeves, C.C.F., 
| North Vancouver, said she 

smelled a rat because both the 
Attorney-General and R. L. Mait­
land, K.C., Opposition Leader, | 
agreed on the bill. Second reading 
was-held up when J. H. Forester, I 
Liberal, Burrard, adjourned the | 
debate.

[Value Received 
From Relief Funds

British Columbia has received I 
value for the millions it has spent | 
on unemployment relief.

Hon. George S. Pearson, Min-1 
ister of Labor, told the Legisla I 
ture last night that the govern-1 
ment had detnanded value for I 
$37,500,000 out of ' $66,000,000'| 
spent on relief since 1930.

For the other $28,500,000,1 
which’ went on direct relief "we I 
have at least received the salvage I 

[of humanity which must have) 
I some value,” he declared.
I Mr. Pearson explained that | 
I many of the items classed as un-| 
I employment relief costs actually I 
I went on road contracts for which! 
I full value was received, so that it I 
I was not right to say all relief! 
| money was wasted.

Out of the $37,500,000 spent on! 
I various projects $16,500,000 was! 
I for roads, bridges and highways,! 
$12,900,000 for various works in! 
municipalities who demanded a I 
return from their relief recipi-| 
ent, $3,000,000 for supervision" 
and materials, $3,700,000 for vari-l 
pus winter forestry camps and! ! tourist road development, $750,-f 

[ 000 for mining roads and
lining camps

I NEW BARGAINING 
!CLAUSE DRAFTED

Labor Rights Redrawn 
In Bill Before 
Legislature
The new bargaining clause 

I for labor in British Columbia, 
brought down by the govern­
ment at the insistence of trade 
union men, reached the Legisla­
ture shortly before midnight last 

I night.
Subject of many representa­

tions to the cabinet and drafted 
[only after a great deal of negotia- 
| tion, the new clause gives estab­
lished labor unions the right to 
B act as bargaining agents. But 
lit will not give future unions 
[these rights.

As introduced by Hon. George 
|S. Pearson, Minister of Labor, 
[the amendment makes the bar- 
j gaining rights charter read as 
I follows:

"It shall be lawful for em- 
I ployees to bargain collectively 
[with their employer and if the 
| majority of the employees are, 
[on the seventh day of December, 
11938, organized into a trade union 
I to conduct such bargaining 
I through the officers of such 
I trade union, and if not on that 
[ date organized into a trade 
| union to conduct such bargaining 
S through representatives of em- 
I ployees duly elected by a mi 
Djority vote of the employee!
I affected, and any employer or 
I employee refusing so to bargain 
| shall be liable to a fine not ex- 
| ceeding $500 for each offence.”

' ' ESTATE 
TO BE DIVIDED

An unusual will, written 
1902 by Henry Town, who die 
two years later in Vancouver,J 
will be cleaned up and an estate 
of over $600,000 distributed In 
bill Introduced yesterday in th 
Legislature and given secon 
reading.

When Mr. Town, who made 
fortune in Australia, died, he left 
$200,000, which has grown since 
then to $600,000.

The money was originally left 
to the children of two sisters witl 
a small allowance to his wid 
If there were no children it i 
to go to four charities in Va 
couver, including the Vancouv 
General Hospital, the Salvatio 
Army, Christ Church Parish and 
the Alexandra Children’s Home

As the sisters remained aliv 
the money could not be diettib 
uted. The widow applied to " 
court in 1921 and her allows 
was increased to $200 a month. |

Now an arrangement has b 
made between all the parties < 
cemed, to be ratified by the I 
Islature. It will allocate 
money in lump sums, $250,000 1 
the widow and other surviy " 
and the remainder amo 
charities.

3500



Says Evidente 
fas Perjured

Colin Cameron 
Tells Legislature Men 
Innocently in Jail

Men sent to jail in recent days [ 
| in connection with the strike | 
I riots at Blubber Bay last summer f 
1 “have been committed on per-, 
I jured evidence, if newspaper i 
I accounts are correct/’ Colin Cam- \ 
ieron, C.C.F., Comox' said in the r 
I Legislature last night.

“One of those men now in jail l 
I was the innocent victim of a f 
I brutal attack after his arrest,” he j 
I said.

“I presented the Attorney-Gen­
ii eral with what I thought was suf- 
Jficient evidence to warrant him 
I making a thorough investigation 
I into this matter.”

Mr. Cameron protested the re- 
Ibukes given him by fellow mem- 
§bers of the Legislature when he 
I first brought the subject up some 
| weeks ago.

But for every attack and re- 
|buke I received in this House I 
■ received the thanks and com- 
Imendation of members of the 
I police force,” he said.

Attorney-General Wismer said 
he could not understand how the 

| Comox member could say 
I was convicted on concoct* evi 
I dence when he had receive! trial 
I before Mr. Justice Murphy yd a 
I jury. He resented the slurlpasl 
I on the judge.
I “If the honorable member mas 
I Evidence to show this man is iimo- 
l^cent he should produce it—he %s 

riven me no such evidence/ 
wismer said. “I will never 

I party to an innocent man beii 
placed in jail. I might remil 
my honorable friend the Premil 

I said there wouldn’t be a pul 
I investigation into the police foi 

as it vculd ruin morale, but 
didn’t say there would be no ii 
ternal investigation.

“It is never to late to right an< 
injustice. If you have new evi| 
dence of that kind it should be 
brought immediately to the atten­
tion of the Court of Appeal1

irsta) Home 
’roves Success

| Thursday, December 8, 1938»]

^The. Legislature yesterday re-1 
à C.C.F. bill proposing that I 

ast two men sitting on- ai 
roner,s_ jury on logging and! 
** n8 deaths should have at F 

b— three years’ experience Ini 
he industry concerned. Attorney*! 
teneral Wismer rejected the pro-Ji 

«1 as tipsetting the whole Jtr1 
tem. R. L. Maitland, H 

■—rvatlve leader, claimed 
coroner’s system In B.C.I 

P out of date and that the Ca-f 
"i commission on unlfon 

tion was now drafting 
-i for consideration of

B.C. Plan of 
World-wide Interest, 
Attorney-General Reports

"Newhaven," the Borstal 
Jhome for first offenders ai«
; Burnaby was attracting the at pt 
(tentlon of interested people in® 
many parts of the world and had* 
’■irned out most satisfactory since™ 

its Inception a year ago, Hon. 
Gordon S. Wismer, Attorney 

I'fienerai, said In the Legislature 
plast night.
■> .The eost of establishing the 
home was being returned many 
times over. He said he was most 
anxious to proceed with the de 
velopment of the Institution.

"We’ve had practically 100 per - 
cent success with the boys weVe * 
fahe” Ir°m Oakalla,” he said. ® 
This move to rehabilitate youth,

In a manner never before at­
tempted here, has attracted atten­
tion in many quarters.”

Mr. Wismer said It was his in- 
ten tion to enlarge the quarters.

the boys build small 
cottages for accommodation o 
100 first offenders.

Frank Putnam, Liberal, Nelson 
Creston, asked the Attorney 
General to place more trainee 
specialists In criminal investlga 
tion work In the police force 

The Attorney-General said this! 
matter was being attended to andi 
were building up one of the 

finest criminal Investigation de-1 
pertinents in the west ”

FIREMEN'S BILL 
PASSES HOUSE

Amendments to the Fire Dé 
pertinents Two Platoon. Act, 
which ■ .m force all organized fire 
brigades to adopt the two-platoon
hnnr.™; *«US reducln8 working 
hours for firemen, were endorsed 
on second reading in the Legis-
t Hre y!!ttrday wlthout debate. 
J. Howard Forester, Liberal, Bur
TZt «-at most depart-
ments had adopted the plan vol- 
untarlly but It would cause a few 
t° alte^ielr arrangements.

FIFTY-MILE LIMIT 
ON OPEN ROAD

Proposal Expected 
To Go Before 
Legislature Next Year
The government may ask' the 

Legislature next year to impose 
a speed limit of 50 miles an hour 
on country roads, Attorney- 
General Wismer said in the 
House last night, inviting- mem­
bers to consider its effect.'*

Captain MacGregor Macintosh, 
Conservative, The Islands, said 
a speed limit on the open high­
ways was simply inviting people 
to break the law.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
said the only way to curb speed­
ing was to put offenders in jail.

Alderman Fred Crone, Liberal, 
Vancouver Centre, said the 30- 
mile speed law started at the 
beginning of this year was re­
ducing accidents there and was 
observed by all but about 5 per 
cent of drivers. He said experts 
agreed speed was responsible 
for 50 per cent of accidents.

L. H. Eyres, Conservative, 
Chilliwack, urged removal of 
speed limits past schools during 
school hours, which, he said, was 
the safest period. He suggested 
special signs be put out at 
schools at the times when chil­
dren might be on the streets.

R. L. Maitland, leader of the 
Opposition, insisted the police 
enforce the 30-mile speed law.

“It’s most unfair that a certain 
class of drivers, who observe 
this law, should be passed all the 
time by people who don’t ob­
serve the law, and something 
should be done about it,’r he 
said.

“Furthermore, I’ve never yet 
seen a man ‘pinched’ fpr passing 
anothèr car on the wrong side.”



[aims ‘Loaded’
B.C. Uses Heavy Quantity of 
Fuel Oil, Says Commissioner

British Columbia, one of Can­
dida's big coal producing prov­
inces* l« using an excessive 
[amount of heavy fuel oil, more 
[per capita than most parts of the 
pworld, Mr. Justice M. A. Macdon- 
jald found in his final report for 
khe coal and oil commission 
[tabled in the Legislature this 
[morning.

Mr. Justice Macdonald de- 
[dared that B.C. in 1936 Imported 
[more heavy fuel oil than the rest 
[of Canada put together.

The report put before the 
[House today was the third sec­
tion of the commissioner's report, 
[dealing with the relative eco- 
anomic values of coal and oil as 
duels. The previous two sections, 
[which recommended drastic cuts 
jin the price of gasoline and coal, 
[were tabled last year.

In his conclusion, Mr. Justice 
[Macdonald says:

"The cost of prbductlon and dis­
tribution of coal have been found 
ko be too high, with resulting 
[uneconomic prices to consumers. 
[The cost anfi production and dis­
tribution of heavy fuel oil as 
[stated by oil companies, on the 
[rontrary, have been found to be 
too low, and not to reflect or 
[represent the economic cost 
[thereof; also with resulting un- 
[economic prices to consumers. 
[The oil companies have been 
[able to pursue this course by 
[using a method of allocating 
[costs whereunder the losses in- 
kurred In heavy fuel oil have 
[been ‘loaded’ onto gasoline, there- 
|by increasing its alleged cost of 
[production.”
1 Mr. Justice Macdonald finds 
that on a proper distribution and 
production basis coal could be j 
used much more economically 
than fuel oil In many heating | 
plants.
GOALS SUITABLE

In substance, be made the fob | 
lowing findings:

B.C. coals are suitable and con-1 
ventent fuel adaptable to modern I 
and efficient methods of con-1 
sumption.

Under proper conditions of I 
firing, coal is equal to a similarly a 
designated fuel oil In boiler [ 
furnaces.

In stationary plants the same 1 
efficiency can be expected from 
[coal and heavy fuel oil.

Coal Is the logical and economic 
jfuel in this province since fuel 
oil Is not produced here.

Coal can be used with a sub-1 
[stantial saving In building heat-1 

planta, such as office build-1 
hotel, departmental stores 

institutions. Tests already I 
prove this.

stationary and Industrial [ 
r plants coal can be used | 

lal savings, whether I 
mechanically I

employed to get the | 
ts from coal, 
of coal being a deca

land the United States shows 
] is one of the most fruitful fields | 
[for commercial research.

To British Columbia It Is im- [ 
| portant that such scientific study | 
| should be encouraged.

Diesel or furnace oil used In ] 
I dwelling houses does not com- 
Ipete with automatically fired coal | 
1 even on today’s competitive | 
| prices.

Vancouver Island coal has lost | 
|a large market because of its high | 
j cost of production and distribu-1 
J tion. Alberta coal and sawdust | 
| burners are two big competitors. |

Reduced charges to building | 
| heating plants should not be over-1 
I come by higher charges to domes-1 
[tie consumers of coal.

Automatic coal burning equip-1
1 ment would increase the market I 
[tor pea and slack coal, but do-[ 
jmestlc consumers should be pro-| 
Itected against an Increase in |
■ price of these coals.
2 BETTER DISTRIBUTION

Establishment of central coal | 
| distributing depots, or some | 
| modification of this principle, is | 
j the only way the present high [ 
| distribution charges could be re- J 
J duced so coal could compete in [ 
I building heating plants with | 
| heavy fuel oil if the latter were [ 
j sold at economic delivered | 
| prices.

Houses and other buildings | 
I should be constructed to receive | 
I coal in bulk unsacked, and j 
I should be equipped with auto-1 
I malic coal stokers.

Architects, the report adds,
| give scant attention to coal pos-1 
| sibilltles in designing buildings.

‘Tn railway operation in Brit- 
I Ish Columbia,” the report says,
| "the use of coal and heavy fuel | 
I oil is diet- ted not by the merits | 
I of these fuels for locomotive use, | 
[but rather by their competitive J 
I prices. Heavy oil is purchased 1 
| by the railways at prices much | 
| below the economic cost of pro-1 
[ ductlon and economic delivered | 
[prices as found.

"If heavy fuel oil and coal | 
| were sold at economic delivered | 
1 prices the use of coal in railway | 
I locomotives should result in sub-1 
| stantial annual savings. In | 
11936 44,057,660 gallons of heavy | 
| fuel oil were consumed in rail- 
| way locomotives In British Co j 
[lumbia as compared with only] 
12,871,923 gallons in {til the rest] 
[of Canada.”

The report does not accept I 
I the railways’ contention that oil | 
I must be used because of the | 
I mountainous character of the | 
I country and the danger of fire | 
I hazard. Governments would not [ 
1 object to coal in locomotives for | 
| this reason, but there would ] 
| have to be patrols as in eastern | 
| Canada, where coal Is used ex- 
I clusively.
■ USE IN RAILWAYS
I The railways have not tested | 
I coal here, the commissioner |

ays, and there Is no reason to [ 
I believe this fuel would not be | 
I successful.

On the other hand, "It is not | 
| possible to find In the evidence [ 
■presented that coal as a fuel in | 
I logging operations Is as safe as | 
loll in respect to fire danger."

: the report finds that coal is | 
‘ used in logging in

■couver island. Exhaustive tests 
■should be made to settle this 
| question.

The report also urges tests of 
■the use of coal in coastal
■ steamers along lines tried in 
■Britain with mechanical stokers.
I Oil companies, the report 
Isays, show the cost of various 
I products in a way which does not 
I show the true cost of producing
■ heavy fuel oil. The Canadian 
■Collieries charged depreciation
■ "largely according to the discre- 
■tion of the directors, and in addi­
ction large sums were withdrawn 
■from the company’s depreciation 
■reserves and used for other pur- 
■poses. We recast this method,” 
■says the report, “and treated the 
■excessive depreciation charges as 
■profit."

This was done according to 
■the practices of the best account- 
ling firms, the report says, and 
quotes authorities for the state­
ment.

“The excessive use of heavy 
uel oil in B.C. indicates the exis­

tence of a unique 'condition in 
Jthis province,” the report says. 
■Although it is a great coal pro­
ducing province, more heavy fuel 
Joli is consumed as a substitute 
[for coal than in any other pro­
vince; also in addition to the 
heavy fuel oil processes here 
nore heavy fuel oil was im­
ported into B.C. In 1936 than 

■into all the rest of Canada. De- 
■spite our comparatively small 
[[population British Columbia con- 
■sumed in 1936 one-third of the 
■heavy fuel oil used In Canada, 
■seventeen and one-half times as 
■much as the Irish Free State, 
■nearly four times as much as 
■New Zealand and Belgium re-
■ spectively, nearly three times as 
■much as the Dominion of South 
■Africa, nearly one and a half
| times as much as the Dominion ÿ 
| of Australia."

In the same year B.C. con- 
| sumption was half as much ! 
I heavy fuel oil as Italy, three- j 
J tenths the consumption of | 
I France, Germany and Japan re- [ 
I spectiveiy, and the consumption I 
| of the lÂiited Kingdom.

All oil products should be | 
| tested and graded, the report | 
I urges.

‘Tt is contrary to the economic | 
j welfare of the province that de-1 
j predation reserves should be [ 
j withdrawn from a company," the |
| report declares.

rads Gas Price 
Ciit Necessary to 

iSave Island Coal
Public Regulation to 

I' Protect Employees, 
Says Macdonald

[Final Report
I A reduction in the price of gaso-1 
I line is the first step to save the! 
■ Vancouver Island coal industry E 
g from extinction, Mr. Justice M. A. V 
I Macdonald declared in the final | 
| section of his coal and petroleum I 
I commission report tabled by the I 
I government in the Legislature! 
| this morning.

Earlier parts of the commis-1 
art recommend* 

i in the price i

üstlce 1 __
brief, that heavy fuel oil is soldi 
below cost and thus has estab-| 
lished an enormous market fori 
itself by underselling B.C. coal, F 
which is produced and distributed I 
at excessive cost Gasoline, he I 
says, is too high because it has to $ 
absorb the loss on fuel oil.

The commissioner says that In| 
his earlier report recommending j 
cuts in gas prices it was intended I 
the reduction should come wholly I 
from the oil companies, not from! 
retailers. This, he thinks, should! 
compel the companies to retire g 
from the retail field.

'In order to preserve the coal I 
mining industry . . . and to I 
maintain the employment of some | 
1,600 mining employees, public I 
regulation of the price of gasoline V 
cannot be avoided,” the report! 
Bays.

“For the benefit of those . . 
who have qualms about anything I 
that savors of regulation of the I 
price of gasoline, it should be, said I 
at once that the price of gasoline! 
is fixed now. ... It hasll been I 
done by the oil companies with no I 
relation to reasonable costrof pro-g 
duction and distribution, but I 
based only on ‘what the traffic| 
twill bear/ ”

He favors a customers' duty on! 
Imported heavy fuel so that it I 
would have to sell at a fair price I 
to compete with fuel oil processed I 
|in British Columbia. Otherwise! 
the B.C. price may be dictated by I 
[California heavy fuel oil dumped! 
into the province, and gasoline I 
[must continue to absorb the loss. I 

Mr. Justice Macdonald said that I 
his analysis of the industries con-1 
cerned only the part of the oil! 
companies’ business carried on ini 
[British Columbia, but because of! 
the costing system of the inte-I 
jrated companies he had to ex-f 
Iplore many avenues to reach his | 
[conclusions. He said the British I 
(Columbia managers of the Im-f 
jperial, Shell, Union and Standard! 
Oil Companies had little knowl-| 
jedgs of the actual cost of produc-1 

ig their products.
Turning to coal, the commis* I 

Isioner said if Canadian Collieries! 
(Dunsmuir) Ltd. insists on main-1 
[taining its present attitude of! 
denying that ahy reduction can I 

made in mining costs “we are* 
if raid its bona fides will be seri-| 
lusly brought into question.”

He defended his earlier report 1 
inding coal costs too high and| 
laid the collieries, in a circulated | 
locument, had found only two! 
irrors in the thousands of figures! 

id neither of them was material. 1

I SESSION ENDS 
THIS EVENING

| Prorogation of the Legislatu 
J is expected this evening. 1 
■ House rushed through Its on I paper this morning and expec 
I to have everything clear to re-i 
I °eive the Lieutenant-Governor at 
18.45 tonight, when he will giv 
I assent to the 73 bills passed du 

*~ % the session.
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Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

l BOILING POT
[THIS IS THE TIME—the last, dying hours 
| * ol the session, with the eyes of everyone 
I on the clock—when the statute law of British 
| Columbia may be said to melt Into a kind of 
S thick liquid flux Just before It crystallizes,
I hard and brittle, for another year.

As the vast fluid substance of our legis- 
. lation sputters and bolls In these last hours,
| as clauses are slipped In and ladled out, al- 
I most anything may happen. If you don't 
I watch it every moment, something entirely 

unexpected and embarrassing may crystal-

I
lize out of the boiling and remain cold in the 
pot on the grey dawn after prorogation.

| All yesterday MrJ Pattullo and Wlsmer g-™,, 
watched the pot like trained metallurgists, ■ 
watched It anxiously and long, never taking « 
their eyes from it, making sure that nothing 
dangerous got in, making equally sure that 
many minor but essential ingredients got In.
By today they were pretty sure that tfie 
whole mass would crystallize in the end as 
planned.

It is a bewildering business in the dying 
hours and no one but the Premier and his 
legal adviser attempt to keep track of It all.
Every other member has some little thing 
that he wants to put into the pot or take out, 
and he lets the rest go. There were enough 
of these smaller matters to keep the House 
in fairly feverish activity from the middle of 
the morning to the middle of the night

THE APT WORD
THE POT BOILED FIRST as the govern- 
* ment stirred in its new redistribution bill, 

a measure which may be said to combine the 
diverse sciences of geography and politics In 
a remarkable fashion. The opposition con­
ducted a short but stinging attack on the evil I 
spirit of Gerrymander which they saw In the I 
bill, and the government, with its eye on the | 
clock, attempted no particular reply.

It was here, however, that Dr. Telford I 
demonstrated once more his uncanny genius I 
for the wrong word when, to the Joy of the [ 
Liberals and the blank-faced Incredulity of | 
his own party, he called the Premier's seat I 
of Prince Rupert a "Siwash village." The I 
Liberal benches, secretly delighted, muttered | 
protests, knowing that If the Premier needed | 
any help to defeat a C.C.F. candidate in j 

his own riding here it was, served up on a |
Iver platter.

Harold Winch, loyally rushing in to sweep I 
up the mesa left by his associate, attempted [ 
to fflvert attention from it by pleading for | 
the small cities of the province, urging their | 
importance in the problems of redistribution. |
But the harm had been done.

Mr. Maitland wasn’t much more discreet I 
than Dr. Telford for, when he asked the] 
Premier to run against him in Point Grey 
and the Premier asked him to run In 1 
Rupert, Mr. Maitland retorted, in an 
guarded moment, that he wanted to run i 
a big and important constituency, not in > 
small town where elections were Won by | 
patronage and political Jobs.

It was a bad day for Prince Rupert; al 
good day for Liberal candidates there.

GOOD SPEECHES

A GOOD DAY, also, for oratory and solid | 
debate. Some of the best speeches of I 
burst out suddenly in the dying | 

Pearson defending his labor!
I «MÉnlilwiiU' till iWtinli at- f

class struggle, the strange wriggling, tor-1 
tured process of our society trying to adjust | 
itself to the machine age.

Vaguely our legislators realize that here I 
they are up against something fundamental ! 
and historic. The House listens with a new | 
gravity. Men speak with a new power.

Mr. Pearson, who has made few speeches | 
of late, showed himself a master of argu­
ment and fact as he explained why the! 
government had given labor a lot, though I 
not quite as much as it wanted, in the new I 
legislation.

Mr. Winch, his face dark with anger, de-1 
livened a powerful speech denouncing the I 
proposed law, denouncing the government I 
for being the tool of employers, denouncing ( 
the state of society.

Mr. Wismer, who has suddenly become the I 
chief front-line fighter of the government, [ 

| a single-man battalion of shock troops, spoke I 
8 as an old friend of labor, asked it to be pa- 
I tient, to make progress by reasonable steps,
I not to disrupt industry which paid its wages. 

This speech showed him at his best, in a | 
rough and tumble fight, and Indicated thei 
remarkably increased stature of the man | 
since he entered this cabinet, 

y Mr. Maitland was Judicial, cautious, and j 
is on the fence. Stand the whole thing over for 
gja year, said he. But, failing that, he sup- 
«gj ported Mr. Pearson, showing again, what has 
[g always been quite obvious, how close the old- 
H line parties are on all fundamentals, how the I 
E real Issue is always between them and the [ 
■ socialists.

In the end the new legislation, guarantee-1 
gj Ing recognition to existing but not future I 

unions, was passed with the clear under-1 
standing that this was a temporary stop-gap I 
only, that something better must be worked I 
out in the next year. Everyone knew this I 
was, and must be, only the beginning, for the I 
questions broached here will still be the sub-1 
ject of battles in this Legislature a hundred | 
years from now.

_____ ~ '

IWismer Defends
(Income Tax Act

Every Forward Action 
Taken By Government 
Misinterpreted, He Says

“Every forward step this gpv-| 
[eminent has made this session is |
[being misinterpreted by someone," |
1 said Hon. Gordon S. Wismer, |
| Attorney-General, In the Légiste-1 
1 ture when speaking on the |
|amendment to the Income Taxi 
| Act which will give the govern-1 
| ment power to collect taxes from I 
| certain companies now evading |
I taxation.

. “This act has not as its purpose |
| confiscation of capital or an in-1 
[crease in taxation, but is only to I 
| enable us to coiled taxes from a j 
[ number of holding companies |
■ now evading taxation,” he said I 
j "It will prevent people forming |

holding companies outside ihel 
I province In order to evade taxa-1 
1 tion.”

John Hart, Minister of |
I Finance, who Introduced the bill, I
■ said not more than five or six 1 
1 companies would be affected by!
I the new rule "and they can rest|
I be lair to 1
I been set up to avokTthe* I

DE FOR 
u WORKERS

Domestic Servants 
| Get Compensation

Benefits, Mrs. Steeves Says!
Resentment that domestic serv-l 

ants was the one class of labor I 
cut off from any benefits under I 

!the Workmen’s Compensation Act I 
was voiced in the Legislature last I 
night by Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, I 
C.C.F., North Vancouver. jj

She said domestic servants I 
were subject to a great many I 
cuts and bruises that often inca-| 
pacitated them for long periods. 1 

Hon. George S. Pearson, Min-1 
ister of Labor, said very great | 
difficulties lay in the way of I 
bringing domestic servants I 
under the act. To do so it would! 
be necessary to go into private! 
homes to make assessments and! 
collections.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, I 
asked that something be done to| 
bring fishermen under the ^ctl 
Mr. Pearson replied he had taken I 
this matter up with the board and I 
agreed the case of casual work-1 
ers needed attention. He said he | 
would give further consideration 
to the request.

Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F., Com 
chan-Newcastle, asked somethin, 
be done for those persons wh 
were permanently disabled an 
then dismissed with a small J 
monthly income and told to seek 
light work, which, he said, wa 
impossible to find.

Mr. Pearson said this was a I 
problem he would like to seel 
solved. j

“But there Is a great tendency! 
for one to try and appear morel 
injured than one actually is,” the! 
minister said. “This is a great! 
temptation, but I admit this is I 
one of the weakest spots in the | 
act.”

SUPPLY VOTED 
I IN LEGISLATURE

The Legislature voted its $29,-1 
I 766,592 supply bill so fast Jn the j 
8 final drive of business last night I 
I that it tripped over itself in pro-1 
| cedure.

As bill after bill was being I 
| pushed through their later stages | 
1 without debate, Hon. John Hart, I 
I Minister of Finance, brought | 
I down the formal measure which I 
B authorizes him to spend his I 
[mdney. Before H had ^pn prop-J

lfroduced, Committee Chai 
I man R. H. Carson was in his seat I 
I checking off the different sec-1 
I tions. R. W. Bruhn, Conservative, I 
I called him to order, and he had to I 
I start the procedure all over again. I

The expenditures authorized in I 
I the bill are $310,055 for over ex-1 
I penditures last year, $691,080 for I 
I supplementarles this year, and I 
J the main budget of $28,765,4571 
I for next yea



jabor Bargaining Bill Passes!
Trade Union Rights Warmly 
Debated in the House

The status of organized labor 
British Columbia, with par- 

jicular reference to the Commit- 
for Industrial Organization, 

Vas the subject of warm debate 
the Legislature last night as 

he government was endorsed on 
Its amendment to the Industrial 
Disputes Conciliation and Arbi­
tration Act.

C.C.F. members called the new 
ollective bargaining clause a 
rick by the employers, while the 

government defended it as a 
Reasonable compromise, promis- 
ng a redrafting of the clause a 

|rear hence.
The bill gives agents of estab­

lished unions the right to take 
Iver bargaining for union em­
ployees involved in a dispute, so 
ong as they are in the majority, 
but it gives no recognition to 
pinions organized in the future, 
ilthough if the majority of em- 

lloyees in à dispute support them, 
heir union can be the bargaining 

|gents. Only unions now formed 
an insist that their agents are 

lutomatically the bargaining 
Igehcies without a vote of the 
|mployees.

C.C.F. members charged it 
jvould stop growth of labor move- 
nents, and especially the C.I.O., | 

ause recognition of future 
fcnlons is not provided.

Harold Winch, C.C.F., Vancou­
ver East, assailed the amendment 
|s making Mr. Pearson a tool of 
he employers and striking a 1 

|low at unionization.
Mr. Harold Winch said the gov-1 

Irnment had done what Col. C. E. 
fdgett, Wendell Farris and J. 1 

MacDonald, “three of the 
•eatest anti-unionists in western 

ada,” had desired.
Col. Edgett, Mr. Winch said, 

svas a man most bitter against 
Organized labor, and he had con- 

nced the government of the | 
jiecessity of bringing in the \ 

nendment, “which I know will I 
hot meet with the requests of 
Organized labor in this province.” 

Premier Pattullo said Col. 
gett had said nothing to the 

ovemment, and had no influ­
ence whatever in the introduc­
tion of the amendment 

The delegation had interests 
direct opposition to organized 

abor in the province, said Mr. 
Vinch.

The logging and waterfront in- 
pustries of British Columbia he 
aid were infamous in their anti­

lion activities.
“The employing Interests in 

his province are very very 
nart, and they have sure pulled 

i fast one this time,” Mr. Winch 
lid. “This government has been 
ade the tool of the employer in- 

crests, to the detriment of the 
workers of this province.

ATS OF C.I.O.
“There is no question the em­

ployer» see the threats of the 
L.I.O. and as far as possible they I 
Want to blockade that move. The 
rank and file of the trade unions l 
know nothing of the implications I 
br potentialities of this amend- 
■nent. The government has I 

t the employers the right of | 
rotection against organized la-

“This i

I organization it should be given 
| the same right in the future.”

Attorney-General Wismer de­
clared the government knew it 
owed its election to the support I 
of labor and felt it still had that 

|support
“But we also represent all the !

| people,” he said, “and it is a very j 
important thing that no steps 

I should be taken that will disrupt 
I our industry. We have to listen 
I to the voice of industry as well 

as to the voice of labor. Surely 
there is nothing wrong in indus­
trialists coming here to see us. 
We had previously listened to 
representatives of labor. I had 
discussed this whole question for 

j months with ' labor représenta- 
1 tives. This amendment is not the 
1 suggestion of industry but was 

worked out of conferences with 
both parties.

I “Moreover, It was understood 
1 when this amendment was drafted 
| that during the coming year 
I representatives of labor and 
j representatives of employers 
j would get together around a table 
j and try to work out something 
I satisfactory to all. This is not a 
I final amendment, but it carries 
I organized labor a long step for- 
I ward. Why not wait for a year

I
I and have a round table con­
ference? And remember you can­
not have strikes and disruption 
of industry if you are going to 
live under our present system.

“I have been fighting the cause 
of labor for 25 years, and Mr. 
Bengough and Mr. Morrison told 
me they were satisfied with this 

legislation for .the present. 
Nothing was slipped over anyone.

“I am not going to attack the 
C.I.O. now and may never attack 
it, but I want to say that if this 
government does everything for 
labor without regard to the needs 
of industry pretty soon there will 
be no one to pay wages and I 
am confident that the great bulk 
of organized labor will support 
the stand of the government.” 
WANTS DELAY OF YEAR 

R: L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva­
tive leader, urged the government 
to stand the whole issue over for 
a year or two until the present act 
had been given a thorough test.

He said members, when they re­
garded what had happened in San 
Francisco, must consider not only 
the positions of capital and labor, 
but also the middle people, the 
general public.

Objections to the original bar­
gaining clause were only from a 
certain type of people, not from 
the orthodox labor unions, he 
argued. He went on to cite how 
the Lemieux Act of the federal 
government, at firét sharply 
criticized by labor men, had been 
accepted after 20 years until it 
was restricted by the Privy Coun-i 
dl to federal jurisdiction.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
attacked the bill as discriminating 
between labor unions now estab­
lished and those that might be 

organized in the future. It would, 
he maintained, leave bargaining 

1 in the hands of local committees, 
who might not be experienced in 

I such matters, and separate them 
| from the parent unions.

Mr. Cameron said he 
I definite information from

I of America that they were ur 
I alterably opposed to the bill.

"Might I warn the Minister ofl 
I Labor,” he said, “that if a situa-j 

tion arises such as in Estevan,]
I Sask., some years ago, you can I 
I expect the same result if this |
I amendment passes.”

“It could not happen under our I 
I administration of this act,” re |
I torted Mr. Pearson.

“That’s not the point,” said I 
I Mr. Cameron. "If it is going to 
discriminate against f u t u r e |

| unions it’s so much waste paper.”
He pointed out how the mine|

| workers’ union at Nanaimo re*
I cently negotiated an amicable |
I agreement with their employers.

“And the union that negotiated I 
I this was the terribly subversive |
| C.I.O.,” he added.

The labor department should!
I work to get the same thing in the 
lumber industry, Mr. Cameron 

j argued, but he believed the 
amendment would make every 
camp separate in negotiating its |

I agreements.
E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby. I 

I and J. M. Bryan, Liberal, Mac-1 
I kenzie were other speakers.

The bill was put into commit ]
I tee at the same sitting and de- 
I veloped a sharp cross fire between I 
1 Mr. Pearson and Mr. Winch as to 

the value of the new bargaining |
I clause.

Mr. Pearson reiterated that he]
| had not intended to recommend I 
opening of the bill to the govern-1 
ment this session, but that the I 
view of trades unions had been |

| respected.
The minister said in the hope]

| that industry and labor would 
grow to have some confidence in I 
each other, he was making every I 
effort to bring employers andj 

j employees together.
He said the problem had been]

I discussed from both sides. He said 
the amendment was a comprom- j 

| ise one.
Industry In the United States!

| Mr. Pearson said, had been badly j 
damaged, almost destroyed, by | 
various labor movements and he j 
feared the same destructive lead- ] 
ership in British Columbia.

“We must recognize the neces- !
I sity of prosperous industry,” he |
| said.

Premier Pattullo said Col.
I Edgett was a highly respectable | 

gentleman and very highly 
I thought of and added his govern­

ment had always been friendly to |
| labor.

Premier Pattullo said Col.
I Edgett was a highly respectable I 
I gentleman and very highly!
I thought of and added his govern-1 
ment had always been friendly to | 
labor.

New Appeal 
Clause Made

Government Controls 
Appeals Right 
Against Utility Rates

As a last-minute surprise ini 
the long-drawn-out fight on public I 

j utility legislation, the government I 
yesterday in the Legislature in-1 
serted a clause which gives utility I 
companies an avenue to the I 
courts to fight rate orders, but fl 
only if the government allows it I

This brought to an end one of I 
the major points around which I 
the utility battle had centred, and I 
the bill went through third rea* 
ing.

Twice during the bill’s progress I 
I through committee the govern-1 
ment changed its position on the I 
appeal section. j

In the first place it was going I 
to allow factual appeals if the I 
government or the commission I 
thought it was right. Then it I 
switched and decided to deny any I 

j access to the courts on matters | 
of fact, only on matters of law, 
but would let companies go over j 
the head of the commission to the I 
cabinet. The final decision was! 
to allow the government to say I 
whether a factual appeal can bel 
taken to the courts. Companies! 
can go to the appeal court at any I 
time on matters of law and juris-1 
diction.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-1 
tivè leader, made a final protest I 
on the point, saying he would! 
have preferred an appeal on all I 
points as a matter of right. Her-1 
bert Anscomb, Conservative, Vic-1 
toria, made a gesture to kill the I 

I government’s control over the I 
commission, but niustered only! 
the eight Conservative votes.

Harold Winch, C.C.F., Vancou-I 
ver East, made his last stand on 1 

I Insistence that the commission I 
should be responsible to some! 
particular minister, but Premier! 
Pattullo undertook to answer all | 
questions about the utility com-1 
mission when they arise in the | 
House in future.

Silicosis Benefits 
| To Be Discussed

The Workmen’s Compensation! 
I Board and the Department ol I 
I Labor will co-operate with the I 
| mining Industry and go Into the I 

entire question of further bene-| 
fits for sufferers of silicosis, Hon. I 
George S. Pearson, Minister of I 
Labor, said In the Legislature I 
last night In reply to a question I 
from Harold Winch, C.C.F, Van-1 

| couver East
"This matter must be gone into I 

I very carefully and I shall be glad I 
I to see If some basis of further I 

Improvement cannot be arranged, [



Ban On Orientals Sought]
Legislature Debates Penetration of 
Japanese and Chinese in B.C.

The B.C. Legislature may go on 
record as opposed to immigration 
of more Japanese and Chinese 
into Canada developed in the 
House this morning in a long de­
bate on two resolutions dealing 
with the problem.

Finally, from the government 
side, came the proposal the 
House declare itself in favor of 
Oriental exclusion, and R. L. 
Maitland, Conservative leader, 
adjourned debate on the issue 
to continue it this afternoon.

The debate started when R. W. 
Bruhn, Conservative, Salmon 
Arm, moved to censure the fed­
eral government for failing to 
reduce the number of Japanese 
fishing licenses. After explain­
ing the number of licenses had 
been considerably reduced since 
1921, Hon. George S. Pearson, 
Commissioner » of Fisheries, 
amended his motion to approve 
Ottawa's policy.

But the subject came up again 
| when D. W. Strachan, Liberal, 

ewdnev. onened ud debate on 
a resolution of Capt. Macgregor 
Macintosh, Conservative, the 
Islands, urging abrogation of the 
gentlemen’s agreement with Ja­
pan which allows 150 immigrants 
a year into Canada.

Mr. Strachan, after discussing 
Oriental penetration from several 
angles, moved to amend the mo­
tion and put the House on record 
as definitely opposed to Oriental 
Immigration. Other members 
spoke on the issue before Mr, 
Maitland adjourned.

Premier Pattullo said the) 
Japanese were here, they had to] 
live, they couldn’t be driven here 
and there, they couldn’t be ex­
patriated and they would have to) 
be dealt with sensibly.

There should be amicable re-| 
lations between provincial and 
Dominion governments in this! 
regard, he said, and to send to 
Ottawa a resolution urging cessa-1 
tion of all Japanese immigration, 
would be a vote of censure on the 
federal government. He said 
condemnatory resolutions should 
not be sent to Ottawa.

■

cils, she said, and it was ridiculous 
to think of them going year after 
year to ask for more money. Dr. 
Weir said there was a moral and 
legal responsibility on the muni­
cipalities to see what had been 
done was rectified.

J. H. Forester, Liberal, Vancou-1 
1 ver-Burrard, said he hoped Van-

ensiM
Is Now Sound

Opposition Members 
Ask Something Be Done ! 
About Reduced Incomes I

| For more than an hour yester-. 
day the Legislature in committee i 
debated the new Municipal Super­
annuation Act which, in many 
cases, will drastically reduce the | 
pensions' now being received by Uj 
retired municipal employees,

Harold E. Winch, C.C.F., Van­
couver East, said the Legislature 
had a moral responsibility in the 
matter. He thought the govern­
ment should be prepared to face 
also a financial responsibility to 
make the lot of the employees 
whose pensions would be cut a 

11 little more bearable. «
™ "We’ve been delaying and de-gg 

laying and delaying and we can’t H 
delay any longer, or there will be 
a complete collapse of this fund,” 
Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial Sec­
retary, said, adding an actuary 
had explored the situation from 
every angle. He said the door had 
not been absolutely closed and 
municipal councils could, if they 
saw fit, increase the pensions at 
their own cost.
ACTUARIAL BASIS 

"We found it necessary to get 
this fund on a sound actuarial 
basis,” the minister said. "We 
have delayed three years too long 
and now we’re going to salvage 
what is left We have trans­
formed an act that was unsound j 
to one that is actuarially sound. | 
Some pensions will be drastically | 
cut and some small ones will be| 
increased.”

Herbert Anscomb, Conservative, 
Victoria, wanted to know how 
much the new law would cost the 
province. Hon. John Hart, Min­
ister of Finance, replied the prov 
ince was prepared "to advance 
what was short in the reserve 
fund, without interest, at a cost 
next year of $18.000. The nrinci- 
pal would be returned in time. 
Mr. Anscomb said it was very 
obvious a lot of people now re­
tired would‘not have retired had 
they known^thelr pensions would 
be reduced. He said the govern­
ment should assume some of the 
responsibility, particularly to the 
widows.

"Many of these people will not I 
be in a position to save them*! 
selves from the wreck,” Dr. J.f 
Lyle Telford, C.C.F., Vancouver! 
East, said. "We gave them a I 
pledge and now we’re going to| 
absolutely strangle them."
TEACHERS’ PENSIONS 

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.J 
| North Vancouver, wondered whatj 

, of woe would be heard 
House next year about 

|superannuation fund 
ople not responsible! 
to suffer the con 
i objected to munie! 

i to sup

rOliver would make some 
in the mill rate tf r that iti 

Id reason-municipal employai 
able allowances.

Mr. Hart said he was convinced 
no municipality in the province 
would not make an effort to in­
crease allowances of retired em­
ployees.

"As a taxpayer of Victoria I 
would support every effort of the 
council to supplement the pen­
sions that will be cut,” he said.

little Fight od 
Redistribution

Redistribution of electoral 
ridings in British Columbia 
which will eliminate the Islands! 
cut Victoria’s seats in the Hou» 
from four to three and give seats 
to Oak Bay and Alberni, passed 
third reading in the Legislature 
last night with a minimum of del 
bate, following a two-hour argul 
ment on second reading in thq 
morning.

The amendment of Capt. Mac-1 
Gregor Macintosh, Conservative! 
the Islands, to refer certain sec-l 
tions to the special redistribution! 
committee, in an effort to save™ 
the Islands, was defeated.

"It is the feeling of the people! 
of the Islands that an injustice! 
has been done,” said Capt. Mac-1 
intosh. "Let Alberni be repre-l 
sented, by all means, but not atf 
the expense of the Islands. None! 
of the people of my riding want| 
to go with Nanaimo.”

/‘There go the Islands,” chanted) 
R. L. Maitland, Leader of the] 
Opposition, as the bill passed.

No mention was made in the| 
House of the original intention 
to transfer part of Vancouver] 
East to Vancouver - Point Grey,] 
which C.C.F. and Conservativ 
members of both constituenci 
vigorously opposed. The special] 
committee voted against the pri 
posed changes, several Lib 
joining members of both opp 
tions.

Redistribution will give 10 seats 
in the Legislature to Vancouver 
Island, three in Victoria and one 
each In Nanaimo, Alberni, 
Saanich, Esquimau, Oak Bay, 
Cowichan-Newcastle and Comox. 
At present four Liberals, three 
Conservatives and two C.C.F. 
members represent Vancou v 
Island in the House.



Across The Bay
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

I TO THE ACES
1'T‘HE SECOND SESSION ol the 19th Legis-I
II lature ol British Columbia belongs now| 
[to the ages. They are welcome to It

Last night the session died, according to I 
told custom. In disorder and merriment and!
I was buried under a blizzard ol old papers, I 
■heaved Into the air by the howling legisla- [ 
■tors. They are going home lor the Christ-1 
I mas holidays, like boys released Irom school, j 
| and they have earned their rest.

The second session ol the 19th Légiste-1 
Iture has gone down into history, where It | 
■will be little noted nor long remembered, | 
■but It had Its points. In the development ol ! 
lour legislative structure in British Columbia, I 
land In the development ol ligures who will!
I remake that structure in the days ahead, 6 
lit was, comparatively speaking, an lmpor- [ 
liant session. Also, it was a peculiarly 1 
■earnest and Intelligent session, which lact|
I no taxpayer Is expected to believe.

This session was a test lor three men. I 
lit was a test,efirst, lor the new leader oil 
I the Conservative Party, Mr. Maitland, and! 
lit is the view ol this reporter that he met lt| 
| well.

He has some way to go yet, perhaps I 
■ three years ol testing beiore the public I 
■decides In 1941 whether he is big enough I 
■to be Premier ol this province. But his I 
I start was well planned—quiet, even re-1 
(pressed and deadly serious. By the end! 
loi the session the old laughing, carefree,] 
[alter-dlnner Mr. Maitland was pronounced | 
[extinct, deliberately killed by the new, sober-1 
I sided, grim Mr. Maitland, who already feels]
I the mantle ol ollice and the hand ol history] 
[heavy on his shoulder.

We rather miss the old Mr. Maitland, | 
[though. We rather miss also the rough-] 
[riding, two-gun opposition leadership that] 
|we have had from such men as Messrs. [ 
[Pattullo, Pooley and Bowser. Mr. Maitland] 
[thinks his method ol repression, leaning ] 
[backwards to be dignified. Is best suited to] 
[these grave times, when electorates are too] 
[worried to be interested in party politics. ] 
[The smart kind ol party politics thus It] 
| to appear to have none.

Mr. Maitland’s handling ol himself and] 
Ihls group lelt nothing to be desired in] 
(dignity, argument and laimess. What he] 
(has not yet proved is that his policy dlllers | 
jin any lundamental from the policy ol this] 
[government He can claim that he Is a [ 
[better administrator, more confcetent, more | 
[honest. But up to now he cannot claim to [ 
[have lound a better basic program or I 
loitered any new solution. Perhaps there j 
[isn't room lor one within the narrow con- f 
[fines ol provincial government
j NEW FIGURE
IthE SECOND MAN put to the test was! 
| * Attorney-General Wismer. You couldn’t | 
[count his first session last year, when he | 
[was too new at the job to take hold com-, 
[pletely. This was his first working session | 
[and he carried the main load ol the govern-1 
[ment as an Attorney-General must

He carried it tar more ably than his best | 
[friends dared to hope. This remarkable | 
[man came Into the government with the] 
[reputation ol being one ol the best fellows | 
Sin British Columbia, but with no serious] 
[thought ol administration, no desire—so It] 
[was believed—lor hard work or the cares] 
I of ollice. He has turned out to be one] 
|of the most useful cabinet ministers we have |

[legislature program, fought a major leg; 
[case on the side and put through a public 
| utility act, the most Important law passed 
[In recent times.

Also to the surprise ol his friends, he 
| became a first-rate debater, all the more 
[effective because he wastes no time, speaks 
| briefly, and has no bitterness In him to make 
[future trouble lor the government. And 
| through It all he has retained his extra- 
[ ordinary capacity ol making friends, ol 
[ grinning his way boyishly out ol any diffl- 
] culty, ol compelling everyone in this House 
S to like him by his friendliness and his 
| bursting joy ol life.

Mr. Pattullo has no more useful lieu­
tenant. II he stays in politics, which he 
[says he won’t, and keeps his nose to the 
j grindstone this way, he may go far.

NEW LEADER
[THE THIRD MAN on trial was young 
| 1 Mr. Winch. Events ol this session singled 
| him out beyond question as the strongest 
] figure in the socialist movement in British 
j Columbia. By his own will he was not 
] called House leader, but he led the C.C.F. 
| group all the way and led It with remark- 
| able success.

Under his direction the socialists have 
[had a most definite effect on the business 
| and legislation ol this country. Even Irom 
[the standpoint ol capitalism this has prob- 
[ably been a good effect on the whole, lor 
[checks and balances are the very essence 
[of our democratic system, the delicate ma- 
[chinery which keeps it on the tracks.

Also under Mr. Winch the group has 
| survived a storm which might well have 
I washed It up. Battening down its hatches, 
I keeping a still upper lip, the C.C.F. group 
| has come through the storm so far, some- 
J what battered, but In no real danger.

[
But it has yet to deal with the key 
problem ol Dr. Telford and with the un­
sound system which puts members ol the 
1 House under the remote control ol a party 
j Junta. It Is Mr. Winch who hi 
I raised this latter Issue and 

light it to a finish inside 
I party. In the end he may we] 

be the party leader.
These were the men tried an;

I not lound wanting in this ses 
| Sion. The issues developed may,
1 in the end, pfove more Important 
I In our politics. The main issue,
9 of course, is the control ol pul 
9 lie utilities, on which the nei 
| provincial election campaign ma;
9 well be lought
I This public utility act Is onl;
| the beginning ol it. Oceans ol 
J controversy, ol investigation,
I regulation lie ahead before the 
I consumer feels the effect ol whai 

was done here this week. Bui 
I because the consumer must lee] 
h it directly In the end, this is the 
jj Stull ol which politics are made,
| on which governments win 
K lose.
I AH. THE PUBLIC

NALLY, their performam 
here in the last seven weel 

I must have affected the standini 
ol the government, the Consei 

I vatives and Socialists In that in- 
! articulate but sensitive organ, ti 
| public mind. What the pub]
1 thought ol it all, how it regard!
I the little incidents that seemi 
I so Important to us, whether 
saw or remembered anythin: 

j very definitely, we at the cent- 
[ ol events cannot know. Lessthi 
1 anyone, can we know the publii 

mind, but the members ol thi- 
| Legislature will find out whei 
I they go home for Christmas. Al 
I the moment, perhaps, the old t"
1 ol A

much can be 
I public was earnestly served by 
I all three parties in this Housi 
which are at least equal In in] 
telligence and virtue to the avi 

I age ol the people outside. How 
I well It was served time will show] 

But alter saying fearful things]
I about our politicians of all sid 
I for years and year, and alter] 
I seeing some other system work t 
I Europe, this chronicler ventu 

the humble opinion at the 
slon's end, that democracy, even 
In its smaller aspects here 
British Columbia is the on 

I system that would suit our bn 
I and that, with all its delay, clamor] 
I and exasperation, we’d better 

on to It

Urge Reduction in 
Pension Age Limit

The resolution of E. E. Winch, I 
C.C.F., Burnaby, asking that spe-1 
cial consideration be given to I 
mental and physical handicaps of I 
children, was amended in the! 
Legislature yesterday by the Pro I 
vincial Secretary to say “that this! 
House endorses the efforts of the I 
government in this regard and I 
approves of the extension of serv-[ 
ice from time to time as funds! 
become available for the pur-| 
pose." The amendment carried.

A government amendment,"in-1 
troduced by Minister of Labor! 
Pearson, urging the Dominion! 
Government do something to re-| 
duce the age limit of persons! 
eligible for old-age pensions car-f 
ried in place of the resolution of! 
R. W. Bruhn, Conservative, Sal-1 
mon Arm, asking for a similar | 
plea to Ottawa.

The resolution of L. H. Eyres, I 
Conservative, Chilliwack, that the! 
House consider excessive freight 1 
rates on feed grains was defeated, I 
the C.C.F. joining the Liberals in| 
division.

A resolution by Dr. J. D. Hun-1 
ter, Conservative, Victoria, urging I 
continued attention to the prob-1 
lem of tuberculosis among In-1 
dians was adopted -after Dr. Hun- [ 
ter explained that last year the j 
T.B. death rate among the whole 1 
population was 50.6 per 100,000, | 
while among Indians it was 944.

lake Pians tor 
Forum Loan

„.Victoria’s Forum plan goes] 
[thro ?h, revenue from the pro-r 
jject an be taken to repay thei 
I $150, X) loan needed lor the | 
[build ig.
I Th was the effect ol a brief ] 
[amei ment to the Municipal | 
| Impt zements Assistance Act | 
Ibrou it in by Attorney-General [ 
I Wisr >r in the dying moments ol | 
I the ! ssion.
- M Wismer explained this, and 1 
lanot :r technical amendment, [ 
I had -en asked lor by the D 
| ion ovemment, which adv 
I the 1 m.



[Ütility Bill Outstanding
House Members Spent Many Hours 
On Wide Piece of Legislation

With a broad program of leg­
islation passed, headed by the 
government's powerful new pub­
lic utilities control bill, British 
Columbia’s nineteenth Legisla­
ture ended Its second session last 
night.

By far the outstanding law of 
the session was the utility bill.

Built up, tom down and re­
built through many long hours of 
committee work, the finished 
product is in 132 sections con­
taining some 12,000 words. Over 
a wide field It gives the govern­
ment and a new three-jnan utility 
commission the authority to de­
cide how much people shall pay 
for electric light, transportation, 
water, telephones and telegraph 
up to a point, and the kind of ser­
vice they should have.

Out of this measure, and 
changes in the Coal ànd Petrol­
eum Act designed to bolster its 
validity, arose the two most sig­
nificant issues of the session; 
first, the government’s attitude 
toward business; second, the gov­
ernment’s relation with the 
courts.
| FEARS DISPELLED

Throughout the session bus!- 
iness and industrial leaders have
■ kept a watchful eye on proceed- 
flings, fearful the administration 
I Intended to take sweeping con- 
3 trol over business. Finally the 
a Premier went out of his way to 
I dispel their fears and assure 
5 them it meant no harm, wanted 
3 co-operation, and simply seeks to 
3 deal with a problem that has long 
J needed attention.

The power of the courts to up- 
j set legislation and block the gov- 
I ernment’s plans was forcibly 
I brought home by the gasoline in- 
j Junction which brought about 
I Attorney-General Wlsmer’s fuel 
8 act amendments that, he told the 
I House, should win his case in the 
I Supreme Court. With this ex- 
I perience In mind the government 
i took the most elaborate steps to 
j protect itself in the utilities law 
I from being stopped by the courts, 
j It wrote in a complicated formula 
| setting out just how and 
I when the act can be taken before 
I the Judiciary. Both the Premier 
land Attorney-General plainly 1m-
■ plied they thought the courts too 
I ready to block the intentions of

" i House.
For labor the government put 

•■rough two measures of consid- 
ible prominence.

Outstanding was the new deflnl- 
on of the bargaining rights 
f existing trade unions. Existing 
"lions will now be entitled 

hout any question to have 
’ business agents act for em- 

in disputes. In the act 
last year they had this 

only If employees said so 
ijorlty vote, a sore point 

1 labor «roups ever since the

other move of Interest to| 
was the increase in ben 

------  - Woi

policy was hot greatly changed 
I during the session. Of major lm- 
j portance for the future, however, 
Jwas a Revenue Act amendment 
’ which completes Finance Min­
ister John Hart’s authority to 
.deal with the problem of re­
financing some $57,000,000 worth 

I of maturities during the next 
jlour years. He was left pretty 
,iwell with a free hand to meet this 
I situation as It comes along. The 
, finance minister’s budget pegged 
i current expenditure at the $29,- 

! 000,000 level.
Mr. Hart’s new plan to get at I 

j undistributed profits in family 
j corporations went through, de-!
; spite some opposition from busi- 
ness men, but on his assurance 
it is aimed only at a few holding 

| companies.
Politically speaking, the redis- 

; trlbution bill provided some of 
j the liveliest moments of the 
j session, bringing the usual 
charges of gerrymander. In i 
brief, it leaves the House the 

! same size with 48 members, but 
restores the old Albemi riding,

| throws the Islands into Nanaimo,
; and takes Oak Bay from Victoria 
j Into a separate seat.

The government took two steps 
jin Its campaign to suppress 
venereal disease. It will be able,

| when It decides, to insist that all 
j people take a blood test before 
jthey can get a marriage license. 
IThls does not come into effect 
3 right away, because there Is not 
[enough accommodation at pro­
vincial laboratories to offer free 
i tests. It also took wider author­
ity to make people take treatment 
for venereal diseases.

In the way of financial relief 
for farmers and real estate own­
ers, problems still lingering 
from the depression, several 
icasures were passed, 
il le fly there was the power to 
1te off hundreds of thousands 

of dollars on debts owed the Land 
ettlement Board. Dyking !ntsr:

1 est charges were passed up agaln|
| and the moratorium oi 
! mortgages was renewed toi 
another year.

| municipalities

As usual there was a good 
| of legislation dealing with mi 
cipalities. The municipal pensli 
scheme was revamped to put tl 

j fund on a sound basis, but it lei 
| municipal employees with 
pensions. Guarantees of chei 
federal loans to cities for se 
liquidating works were au 

I ized, adoption of the twp-pla 
system for fire departments ' 
municipalities was 

i a variety of 
Into the general 
and special Vancouver laws.

For the University of 
Columbia the govemmen 
power to borrow $350,000 to 

1 vide new buildings 
I slightly the methot 
the chancellor and senate.

Automobile drivers and 
Insurance companies are 
of liability for Injuries .to 
passengers in accidents 
another group of arts.

' ............ the

properties, and the forest 1 
got wider authority to pursue Its I 
forest protection plans, including I 
an increase In the tax on timber- [ 
men from 4 to 6 cents per acre. I 
An important change in the Land! 
Act empowers the government to I 
waive its one-quarter interest in| 
new townships.

louse Favops Sweepstakes
Tom Uphill's Motion Carries; Would 
Give Aid to HospitaU

The British Columbia Legis-1 
lature yesterday afternoon went 1 
on record as supporting sweep-j 
stakes for the benefit of Can-1 
adian hospitals.

The House passed the resolu­
tion of Thomas Uphill, Labor, I 
Femie, asking that the Legis-1 
lature “go on record as being in | 
favor of sweepstakes, conducted I 
by either the Dominion or any of I 
the provincial governments, 251 
per cent of the gross proceeds of I 
which shall be allocated to a fund | 
to be set up for the purpose of [ 
building new hospitals, purchase I 
of equipment for, and the general | 
(solvency of, established hospi­
tals.”

Many times previously mem-1 
jbers of the House introduced J 
(resolutions asking for sweep- 
stakes, but always they had been I 
defeated. Yesterday there, was I 
little discussion on the subject I 
land members voted orally in f 
favor of the idea.

; “In this country our children I 
see their parents break the laws I 
with impunity,” said Mr. Uphill, I 
|in introducing his motion. “Be-1 
cause of this our children are [ 
losing respect for our laws. It is I 
time we cut out the hypocrisy | 
existing in Canada today.

“We are sending out thousands | 
of dollars each year, and the hos­
pitals of Dublin, Australia and the I 
Philippine Islands are reaping the I 
benefits. There are some of the I 
best-equipped hospitals in the I 
world. I can show where the I 
Minister of Finance can bring in | 
money by the millions. Any in­
telligent person can see the wis­
dom of this.”

E. C. Henniger, Liberal, Grand I 
iForks-Greenwood, in seconding I 
the motion, said legalized sweep-1 
stakes would place the hospitals I 

| of Canada on a high standard in | 
few years.
There was some confusion I 
hen Mr. Speaker called for the I 

{question. He called it a second I 
and called the motion car-1 

led. The House then passed on | 
lurriedly to other business.

to Control I 
leFirm

I Conservatives and 
1 Liberals Votr -- 

C.C.F. Resol

Harold E. Winch, C.C.F., Van-1 
couver East, brought in a résolu-1 
tion that the company should be| 
brought under British Colun 
jurisdiction.

On a division, which killed the! 
resolution, H G. T. Perry, Liberal,! 
Fort George, and Dr. J. J. Gillis. j 
Liberal, Yale, joined the CGF.I 
members in voting in favor. Con-| 
servatives joined the Liberals I 
defeat the motion.

Mr. Winch, in introducing ! 
resolution, said year by year 1 
revenues of the B.C. Telephon 
Company had increased, that itl 
was almost a 100 per cent British I 
Columbia company, controlled I 
every telephone system in the I 
province and everything it did I 
had close connection with the I 
province. Yet it was under con-| 
trol outside the province.
DOMINION' CHARTER g

“It is vitally essential for the I 
people of this province that con* I 
trol of this company should bel 
under the government of thisj 
province,” he said. “Some smai 
lawyer looked far enough ahei 
to advise this company to gel 
under Dominion charter. We find! 
at the present time this company! 
is absolutely out of control of| 
this province. It should con 
under the Public Utilities Act.”

Premier Pattullo said his go1 
emment had enough to do at the! 
present time. He said he was in V 
sympathy with the resolution,! 
but added, “our hands are well! 

j filled as it is without starting-a 1 
scrap with the telephone com*] 
pany.”

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-1 
tivè, Victoria, said he hoped Mr. I 
Winch would soon realize that! 
under the capitalistic system “you! 
have to make a profit.” He said! 
Mr. Winch was dealing with the I 
Communistic view that the state | 
should own everything.

R. L. Maitland, Leader of the! 
Opposition, advised Mr. Winch to I 
bring his complaints regarding I 
telephone rates before the Raü*| 
way Commission. f

Colin Cameron, C;C.F., Comox.1 
said it was difficult to understand! 
how the B.C. Telephone Company, I 
which was incorporated in 18931 
at $50,000, should be incorporated! 
in 1926 at $20,000,000.

“I don't think we need any! 
further proof than this that this! 
company should be brought under | 
control,” he i



The Session
"WO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AND I 

far-reaching measures passed to the ! 
atute books of the province at the session I 
f the Legislature which ended yesterday [ 
ere the Public Utilities bill and the legisla- 
on providing for pre-marl tal medical | 
nomination. Both are of a progressive and [ 
radical nature and both concern the gen- 
ral wellbeing of the public, one In the I 

essentially material sense, and the other In | 
tie physical and mental sense.
$ In Its comprehensive elied the Public { 

till ties measure has been designed to con- 
the disposition of saleable commodities, [ 

Ith their attendant services, which originate I 
the main In the province's natural re-1 

It Is to remove or adjust certain I 
momie anomalies which have been allowed I 
grow up through lack of an equitable I 

gard, under the present methods of dis-1 
lutlon, for the consumer. This does not I 

ian that direction by the commission which I 
ad authorizes will be of an Inflexible I 

rigidly arbitrary nature. On the con- [ 
trary; It is intended to assure for producer I 
and consumer alike a fair return and fair I 

lue. Its machinery rests on and is oper-1 
ted by a democratic principle. Its ad-1 

itlon undoubtedly will reveal flaws, I 
[Uallties, and new anomalies. When I 
le Minister Pattullo Introduced the I 

I measure for consideration It was not labeled I 
[perfect But any parts of the new legal! 
structure which require adjustment and I 
[alteration can be attended to as circum-1 
[stances may require. Like all progressive I 
[legislation, of course, its usefulness will be j 

leasured by the manner in which Its spirit I 
and intent shall be interpreted and applied. I 

to real reforms, no matter in what sphere I 
human endeavor, can be effected without | 

mporary inconvenience or apparent hard-1 
hip. The measure In question deserves | 

ral co-operation by all concerned.
Medical examination before marriage has I 

[long been advocated by Hon. George Weir, I 
ir whose jurisdiction comes the Pro-1 

Indal Department of Health, and he has I 
ie satisfaction of knowing that legislation I 
now available to give effect to its practical I 

mrpose. It Is high time that society at large I 
the mock-modesty which belonged | 

to the Victorian era and faced facts without I 
[mental or physical flinching. Time was, and | 
[not so very long ago, when tuberculosis I 
used to be spoken of in whispers, when I 
visible elementary precautionary measures I 
[taken In public caused eyes to be rolled and I 
gasps of horror to escape from timid and I 
ignorant souls. Then it dawned upon people | 
that a victim of this dreaded malady—and it I 
Is still an Insidious disease—could not fool I 
himself into the belief he had not contracted I 
It. He began to fight it in the open. Vic-1 
tories are being recorded all along the line. I 
What applies to tuberculosis, moreover, ap-1 
plies to venereal disease. It, too, must be I 
fought In the open—to preserve many of the I 
present generation and to protect generations | 
as yet unborn. This measure likewise de-1 
serves liberal co-operation by all concerned.

Some of the time of the session may have I 
been wasted. There 16 no need to complain I 
about It We can thank our lucky stars that | 
we can say very much what we like without I 
any danger of being a target for the bullets I 
of those who would shape our lives accord- " 
Ing to a standard pattern. The Leader of I 
the Opposition cto upbraid the head of the I 
government and embellish his complaints | 
with all the verbal pyrotechnics he can com­
mand—and the head of the government is I 
permitted to return the compliment. But I 
they both remain good British Columbians | 
and good friends.

It Is here permitted to say that Mr. Malt-1 
land, through his first session as Leader of 
the Opposition, has acquitted himself 

a sense Of :

j attaching to his Important office. And he I 
6 probably would not deny it too strenuously I 
I If the government considers It has concluded I 
I Its second session of the present Parliament I 
I with Increased strength and prestige.

J. to 
leallk Scheme
Doctors Oppose 
Matsqui’s Plan, But 

* ■ Plebiscite Will Be Taken

Matsqui Municipality will be | 
biven permission to hold a plebis-1 
cite shortly to test public opinion I 
regarding a health insurance I 
scheme, despite vigorous opposl-1 
tion of a delegation from the I 
B.C. College of Physicians and I 
Surgeons that met the Legisla-I 

Fture’s municipal committee yes-1 
| terday.

The matter has finally to be |
| ratified by the House.

The scheme, as outlined by 1 
« Reeve Cruickshank of Matsqui, 1 
B calls for payment of $10 per year | 
I per family for medical services. I

The committee, in camera, ap-1 
I proved Matsqui’s request on the 1 
| understanding the scheme, if en-1 
| dorsed, received the approval of | 
| the College.

In the medical delegation were I 
I Dr. Gordon Kenning, president I 
j of the College; Dr. Thomas Me- [ 
| Pherson, Dr. Wallace Wilson, | 
I chairman of the economic com- 
| mittee of the Canadian Medical 1 
p Association, and Dr. Cameron [ 
\\ McEwen, chairman of the econo-1 
I mic committee of the B.C. [ 
1 College.
:i WORK INCREASED

Dr. Wilson said when a scheme I 
| as proposed went into force the 
I work of a doctor increased at | 
I once, because everyone started 
I visiting the doctors. Tonsilecto- 
| mies alone, he said, would swamp | 
8 a doctor under such a scheme.
I In a district like Matsqui, also, I 
j was the very vital factor of | 
| mileage.

Reeve Cruickshank of Matsqui I 
J said two of the most capable 
I doctors in British Columbia said 
| they would enter into a health 
g insurance scheme with Matsqui.

Dr. Wilson said if outside doc-1 
| tors were brought in the present | 
8 doctor at Matsqui would be j 
I forced out.

“We consider this to be a prece-1 
| dent,” Dr. Wilson said. “It would I 
| lead to such a diversified num-1 
Ibers of forms of insurance it 
| would be impossible to know 
| where we stand. We are in favor 
I of any scheme of insurance that 
I will benefit the people of that 
I district, but it must be a reason- 
I able scheme. Haste must be [ 
g avoided.”

Jie said the medical profession I 
| of British Colunhibia Was not en-1 
I tirely out for dollars and cents.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,
I North Vancouver, said there was I 
I necessarily an experimentation 
I stage and she thought the reéve 
I should be allowed to proceed with I 
J formation of his scheme. Shê 
j said nothing could be actuarily J 
I sound when done for the first |
I time.

“Why worry about the |

j Grand Forks-Greenwood. “There 1 
i are lots of men just as good as 8 
the doctors working for $10 a |

| month.”
Reeve Cruickshank said he I 

j couldn’t place a concrete form be-1 
j fore the committee at the present I 
| time because he wasn’t sure qf all I 
j details. He said such bodiés f 
S the Health Insurance commission 1 
j had found it impossible to work |
| out all details.

Dr. Kenning said that shortly I 
| a committee of doctors would dis-1 

cuss provincial health Insurance I 
| with the officials of the commis-1 
i! sion, at the request of the Pro- [ 
i Vincial Secretary.

W. T. Straith, Liberal, Victoria, I 
^ said no municipality would agree I 
:j to any health scheme “if it meant I 
ij chasing the family doctor away.” I

Dr. Wilson said the profession I 
| was willing to co-operate to work | 
I out some satisfactory health in- 
j surance scheme.

iSTILL ILLEGAL
Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, j 

, made a last-minute attempt In I 
■I the Legislature yesterday to J 
SI widen the government’s new col- T 
Elective bargaining formula for 

labor, but his two amendments 
Jmet defeat.

"I am definitely against the j 
S strike," said Hon. George S. Pear- ] 
5 son, Minister of Labor, "although 
11 know there have been times 
| when it was necessary. But our I 
■ legislation Is designed to avoid It [ 
Ilf possible." i
j He rejected Mr. Winch’s plan I 
I to allow quickie strikes. The C.C.F.
I member's other proposal was to 
j apply bargaining rights to all ; 
1 unions and not just to those now 
I in existence which he called 41s- 
g crimination.
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Thursday, December 1, 1938.

dforcTs Bridge 
Charges Crumble; 
Withdraws Them!

I House Probe Collapses When C. D. Hobbs 
Refuses to Acknowledge Letter

SWITNESSES CLAIM PRICES FAIR|

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)
E "t 7ICT0RIA, Dec. 1.—Charges made by Dr. Lyle Telfordl 
| V (C.C.F., Vancouver Blast), of overpayment of $300,0001 
Ion the steel used in the construction df the Pattullo bridge,[ 
| completely collapsed Wednesday, after a day-long investiga- 
j! tion by the public accounts committee.
5 Points established before the doctor withdrew his charges] 
i were:

1. The cost price of $201 per ton for steel in place was 
fair.

2. Canadian and British materials were given preference 
by the Legislature in authorizing the bridge.

3. Contracts for work on the bridge had been regularly 
awarded.

4. The Fraser River Bridge Company had unwillingly 
relinquished their charter right to the government.

Following the «upper
I Dr. Teltord, whoee charge had g 
j been shredded by the afternoon F 
I sitting of the committee, said g 
| that In view of the failure of C. I 
Id. Hobbs of Vancouver tog 
j acknowledge a copy of a letter! 
I on which the allegation had been F 
j based, he was forced to withdraw 1 
1 his charge of $60 a ton overpay-1 I ment on steel.

He attacked the absent witness, I 
I saying that he was “lrrespon-6 
I slble."
| WITHDRAWAL ASKED.

Members of the committee took I 
| exception to this attack, and! 
I Harold Winch, C.C.F. whlp,| 
I vainly endeavored to obtain 
| retraction of the word from his | 
| colleague. Dr. Telford persl^

"As far as I am 
I have to admit that the letter from] 
I Hobbs upon which I based myfi 
J charge was written by an irre-| 
I sponsible man," he reiterated.

“I think that It Is regrettable 
| that Dr. Telford should make I 

charges and, bring all these wit-f 
nesses here without checking up 8 

I on the responsibility of state-B 
" ' ‘ Louis Lebourdals, j

| member for Cariboo.
Witness after witness, Including! 

J. C. Boyes, an engineer called by! 
Dr. Telford, stated that the price! 

I of $201 a ton for Canadian steel! 
In place on the bridge was a fair! 

j price.
Dr. Telford, after one of the! 

| most extraordinary sessions everf 
j held by the public accounts com-l 

changed the gravamanl 
|>f his complaint to a declaration! 

* at, had the steel for the bridge™ 
purchased on the internal 

market—particularly 
ho-Slovakla — instead of 

t saving of $35 per i 
ave been made. At 

: he admitted that 1 
! Fraser Rlw 
, had i

This shifting of position on thej 
of Dr. Telford was receive.

Ith an uproar. Half a dozi 
bers of the committee soughtj 

o speak at the same time, wh 
E. T. Kenney pou 

table with his gavel in 
effort to restore order. At last! 
some semblance of order was i 
cured and Secretary Tom King 
was asked to read the referenci 
to the committee from the Leg 
lature.

The reference explicitly state 
that the charge was to the effe 
that there had been "on overpay-l 
ment of $300,000" on the steel! 
used In the construction of the] 
bridge.

When he concluded reading the! 
minute, Mr. Kenney threw the™ 
record book down on the table | 
and shouted, pointing at Dr. | 
Telford:

"He's out on a limb, and now I 
he’s trying to get out on another I 
tack by saying that the steel] 
should not have been bought In I 
our own country.”

Dr. Telford shouted back. In an j 
attempt to meet the mixed-meta-1 
phorical charge of the member I 
from Columbia. Pandemonium I 
followed, but above the tumult I 
of a dozen members all trying to I 
talk at once, the voice of Mr. ! 
Kenney could be heard crying! 
“Shame, shame!” as he stood at] 
the head of the table, waving his | 
arms wildly.

Hon. Frank M. MacPherson.1 
minister of public works, was the I 
first witness called to toe standi 
by Dr. Telford when the oom-| 
mlttee reconvened Wednesday! 
afternoon.

In answer to questions, toe] 
minister said that, by author!, 
of the act of toe Legislature, to 
Fraser River Bridge Comp 
had been appointed agente 
the government In toe consti 
don of toe span. Tenders for toel 

of...................

Im as minister, 
opened them In public, and the 
lowest tender, that of toe Do­
minion Bridge Company, had 
been accepted.

Asked about the relationship of 
;ajor W. G. Swan, consulting 

lengineer, the minister said that 
|he had been retained by the de- 
jpartment, also In conformity; 

ith the wish of the Legislature, 
s consultant on toe work.
Dr. Telford brought out the 
lint that, above the unit nrlee 

upon which steel and other ma­
terials were computed, toe gov­
ernment paid cost-plus commls- 

! sions of 716 per cent, and 5 per 
cent to the Fraser Bridge Com­
pany and Major Swan.

The minister replied that such 
was the arrangement passed by 
the Legislature as embodied In 
toe agreement attached to the act 
of 1935. Cost plus was was con­
fined to a sum of $3,000,000.

When consideration of this was 
objected to by several committee 
members, R. L. Maitland, K.C. 
Interposed that It did have a bear­
ing, inasmuch as, If the bridge 
had cost less than $3,000,000, it I 
might be argued that toe commis-; 
sion payments added to toe costs 
of all portions of toe structure,
I take It that such Is the theory 
that Dr. Telford Is advancing.

Dr. Telford—I am charging I 
that there was collusion between] 
the government and toe bridge 
company on toe price of steel.

W. T. Stralth—That Is a se]
I arate charge. If you wish to pur­
sue It, you should make it In the] 
proper place, and If toe Legisla­
ture wishes us to deal with It we| 
will be Instructed to do so.

Dr. Telford—I will make It 
$225,000 FOB CHARTER.

Turning his attention to the re-] 
latlonship between the Fraser 
River Bridge Co. and the govern­
ment Dr. Telford made anotoi 
charge. "I am claiming that $225, 
000 was paid for toe charter ol 
toe Fraser River Bridge Co. ti 
which It was not entitlq^To mi 
this Is collusion."

Uproar followed, during whii 
one Liberal member si 
In raising his voice above that oi 
his fellows to shout “The gov­
ernment went to toe country am 
was sustained since that 
ment was entered Into.”

E. M. Boyd of toe Northern] 
Construction Company was called 
to be questioned on a subcontract 
on toe bridge. Through him Dr. 
Telford sought to show that there 
was something peculiar about _toe| 
manner of Inviting tenders, 
witness frankly explained that] 
the manner In which his com­
pany had bid on toe work. It) 
was no different from any,other] 
contract He presumed that an; 
person qualified to do so could! 
have had toe same opportunity as] 
his firm.
PRESENTS RECORD.

James A. Collins, president of]
I toe Fraser .River Bridge -Com-l 
I pany, which acted for the govem-| 
I ment In toe building of toe i 
I was equally ready to answer any! 
I questions.' He detailed, at length,] 
I to the expressed surprise of 
I Telford, his experience as 
I bridge designer and contract 
I concluding a long summary of 1 
I experience with toe observât!
! "I think that such a record 1 
1 compare favorably with that 
(any man in toe West."

He explained that he had :
| had In mind toe construction o 
| a bridge i
I At first h ____
I get approval for 1

ie would go farmer up the rive:
In 1930 he had an arrange-] 

ments completed to build across! 
the stream at Port Mann. Ap-| 
proval was obtained for the] 
bridge under the Navigable! 
Waters Act, and financing was] 
all arranged, when toe depressioi 
stopped the work.

Later he had secured a charters 
from toe Legislature for the con-| 
struction of toe bridge at New! 
Westminster. This was In 1934.1 

The next year, much to his dis-y 
appointment, Premier Pattullo| 
had told him that he could not| 
go ahead with the toU- bridge | 
there, as he would make tool 
much money out of the venture,! 
and for that reason toe govern-1 
ment would do It.
$2,000,000 PROJECT.

Mr. Collins was emphatic In his| 
declaration that he would much 
prefer to have continued on with! 
his plans of building the bridge t 
a private venture. He estimated! 
that over a twenty-year period hef 
would have made a profit of $2,-1 
000,000.

"It was a sad day for me when H 
the Premier said that toe govem-F 
ment was going to take over the] 
work,” he added.

In recompense for taking over] 
his charter right, the government] 
appointed the Fraser River Bridg 
Company to act as Its agent limit-1 
ing payment to $225,0QP- Included® 
In this sum was payment for| 
plans, data and expenses alread 
Incurred.

Dr. Telford referred to toel 
Fraser River Bridge Company's] 
paldup capitalization of $305 all 
the time that toe charter 
given. Mr. Collins replied thaf 
the “$305 company spent mans] 
thousands of dollars" In prep 
tory work.

C. D. Hobbs, of Vancouver, 
called. It was on a purported I 
copy of a letter written by him! 
to H. D. Lloyd, a steel manufac-| 
turer of Warrington, England,] 
that Dr. Telford had based his| 
charges.

Dr. Telford showed witness a I 
copy of toe letter, and asked hlm I 
If It was written by him.
WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT.

The witness took time to read] 
It carefully, and then said that! 
he would not accept It He ex-1 
plained that toe Initials of the! 
stenographer on the copy shown! 
to him were not those of any ste-| 
nographer In his employ. He] 
would not therefore, accept the! 
letter shown to him as being] 
authentic.

He pointed out that toe copy! 
did not bear his signature, nor] 
did It evidence that any employe] 
of his had typewritten It for him.] 
The letter he was supposed to] 
have written was four years ago,] 
and he could not remember] 
whether he had written It or not] 

Particularly would he be loathe] 
to accept toe latter as It con] 
talned figures. It there had beenl 
a mistake about the Initials of a 
toe stenographer, there might] 
well be other mistakes.

Dr. Telford—Well, you have] 
your files?

Mr. Hobbs—That Is toe trouble.] 
I have not. They are missing, and] 
I would like to know where toe 
have gone.

Dr. Telford later tried to g 
the witness to Identify copies 
cables. These he also refused 
accept without definite proof that] 

r were such as he might havj

a great dei 
discussion and



C.C.F. HOLDS CEO:
ON TELFORD CHARG
No Decision Announced 

After Conference.
Dally Province Staff Correspondent.

Election Act Change 
Hoisted for Session
Dally Province Staff

VICTORIA, Dec. 1—Wit 
exception ot two minor ch 
In the boundaries between 8 
and Omineca, and between 
land-Trall and Nelson-Cr 
the redistribution comi 
agreed to report to the Li 
ture the decisions it had 
oualy reached respecting 
electoral boundaries.

ot The Islands ridings 
setting up of new conai

change was made in
Grey and Vancouver
■titi,nnrti.it.stituendea.

The committee
mously

Act be laid over
sion to permit

MIGHT HAVE WRITTEN.
Mr. Hobbs admitted that he] 

might have written the letter,] 
but in the absence of the original' 
he would not admit the’different! 
statements contained in the copy 
which Dr. Telford produced.

To Mr. Maitland the witness ex­
plained further: “I have written 
many letters to Mr. Lloyd, but 
whether or not that is a true 
copy I am not prepared to admit 
I may have written something 
like 4t”

The witness went on to explain! 
that he was interested in trying to] 
have a British firm which he rep­
resented, and of which Mr. Lloyd 
was an official, finance the build­
ing of the bridge. He was not a 
steel man, but in the wire-rope 
trade, and did not know anything 
about steel in the way that an 
expert might. He was purely 
seeking to interest his principals 
in England in the 5vent of their 
being interested in financing Mr. 
Collins' project.
TO BELGIAN STEEL.
, “I had nothing to do with thej 
bridge, and made nothing out of I 
it. I had sought to get an option 
for such time as my principals 
could, if they wished, make such 
arrangements as they desired. 
When I failed to do this, I 
dropped out of it and never 
thought anything more about it 
until I received a wire to come 
here,” Mr. Hobbs explained.

When pressed as to what he 
might have meant if he had writ­
ten such a letter, the witness 
said that any reference to steel 
at $140 would have referred to 
Belgian steel.

Capt. C R. Bull pointed out 
that by the legislation covering 
the building of the bridge in 
1935, Canadian and British steel 
was specified.

Mr. Straith—Do you acknowl­
edge that you wrote this letter?

“No.”
Dr. Telford—Do you say that 

you didn't write it?
Mr. Hobbs—No, I do not I say 

that there is obviously one mis­
take, as to the stenographer's ini­
tials, and there may be others. 
Therefore, I will not accept it.

Dr. Telford then turned to Mr. 
Collins and asked if he would 
identify a number of memos that 
were supposed to have passed 
from him to Mr. Hobbs.
MAY READ, FILE THEM.

Mr. Collins looked them over, 
and then said that he had no rec­
ollection of them, but added, 
rather acidly: "They are entirely 
inocuous, and if they need a. 
father, Dr. Telford, I’m willing 
to accept them.”

“Dr. Telford may read them 
and file them, if he cares to,” he 
added.

J. C. Boyes, a bridge engineer,, 
was next called by Dr. Telford. 
He had once prepared plans for 
a bridge to Ladner. It would have 
cost $2,100,000 if it had been buUt

Asked about the .price of steel, 
the witness replied that it was 
not fair to compare the "in place” 
steel on one structure with an­
other, as local conditions of con­
struction varied.
NOT TOO HIGH.

Asked about steel at $140, the 
witness 4«Jd that it would prob­
ably be unfabricated Belgian 
steel, which would have to be 
fabricated in Vancouver. It 
would be lower in price than 
British steel

Questioned by Chairman Ken­
ney, he stated that a price of 
$210 for Canadian steel in place
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Dr. Telford—If you were free 
to go out into the' International 
market and buy steel, could you! 
get it lower.

“i got a bid from the Skoda I 
Works in Czechoslovakia $35 a, 
ton less than Canadian steel.”

It was at this point that Dr. 
Telford sought to change the 
basis of his charge from that of ! 
"overpayment by $300.000” of, 
steel for the Pattullo bridge to 
a statement that the government, 
if it had not been in collusion 
with Canadian bridge concerns, 
could have purchased steel 
cheaper in the international mar­
ket.

The Vancouver East member 
next wanted to have Mr. Boyes 
examine the plans for the Pat­
tullo bridge and state where 
and at what saving he could have 
bought steel outside of Canada 
for the structure. To this the 
witness demurred, telling his 
questioner he did not understand 
what he was trying to discover.

Following the supper recess, 
the committee again met and Dr. 
Telford sought to excuse himself 
by putting the blame on Mr. 
Hobbs, whom he described as “an 
irresponsible man” * who had 
written an "irresponsible letter.”

To this, different members 
took exception.
SENT BACK TO B. C.

Dr. Telford went into an ex-fl 
planation of how a man interested 
in building a bridge in British 
Columbia was in an office in Lon­
don when a letter was received 
cancelling a bridge contract. It 
was as the result of this that he 
obtained the information, for the 
indignant steel people in London 
had sent the originals of Hobbs' 
correspondence back to British 
Columbia.

He could not do it this year in^ 
the House, as he had already 
made his two major speeches, hell 
said.

[MOVES TO CONTROL 
COMMODITY PRICES

1I Two New Amendments $|, 
Are Explained.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent !
VICTORIA. Dec. I___ An I

amendment to the Commodities] 
Retail Sales Act, Introduced in 
the Legislature yesterday, will g 
have thé effect of removing from | 
the jurisdiction of the act allt 
vegetables and fruits, oil prod-j 
ucts and coal.

The reason is that, in the case l 
of fruit and vegetables, they g 
come under the price-fixing con-K 
trol of the Natural Products Ï 
Marketing Act; and in the easel 
of petroleum products and coal,| 
under the Coal and Petroleum | 
Products Act

Wholesalers will have no voice 1 
in setting the retail prices of I 
these commodities. That right isj 
in the hands of the boards.

Amendments to the Food Prod-1 
ucts Minimum Loss Act make it I 
impossible, by any series of Iran-1 
sections between wholesaler and! 
retailer, to "fix” wholesale costs,! 
and thus cut retail prices below | 
a fair minimum.

Telford Silent 
As Legislators 
Denounce Him

Daily Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Pale and I 

tight-lipped, Dr. Lyle Telford, 1 
C. C. F. member for Vancouver I 
East, sat quietly while the I 
House on Wednesday night j 
adopted a unanimous report | 
which found no foundation for 
his charges of graft in connec- j 
tion with building of the Pat­
tullo bridge.

Telford’s tactics were con-1 
demned by Premier T. D. Pat­
tullo, Attorney-General Gordon j 
Wismer, Frank Putnam, Nel- 
son-Creston, and Capt C. R.J 
Bull, South Okanagan.

It was a dramatic Interlude | 
In a dull evening of minor busi­
ness. Outside the Chamber the | 
investigating committee fin­
ished Its work after the House | 
began its evening sitting.

Later, E. T. Kenney, Skeena, 1 
chairman of the committee, rose | 
to present his report.

It found that “no evidence of | 
over-payment having been pro- j 
duced, Dr. Telford requested 1 
permission to withdraw his 1 
charges, and, on resolution, this ! 
was unanimously agreed by the | 
committee.”

The Premier said that thej 
member for Vancouver 
had made charges which might I 
well have rocked the House tog 
its very foundations. He 
made charges which might have| 
ruined reputations.

If members of the House j 
igade irresponsible charges, thej 
government gave notice that It j 
would not take notice unless | 
such charges were sustained ini 
writing, on the responsibility of] 
the accuser as a member of the | 
House.

Dr. Telford agreed that such! 
charges should be in writing, j 
that they should be responsible, j 
He realized the seriousness ot j 
the charge he had made. He I 
felt that he was making it on I 
the word of a responsible bust- 8 
ness man. He would do the) 
same thing again.
ADMITS ERROR.

He admitted that he had erred | 
in this case.

He referred once more to his I 
charge that there had been| 
forgery in connection with 
trapping license.

This brought Hon. Gordon I 
Wismer to his feet He said I 
that the honorable member had I 
charged the government with I 
paying $300,000 out of public I 
funds and had not produced one I 
tittle of evidence to support his | 
charge.

Now, In order to cover him* I 
self, he made the charge that a I 
decent business man of Vancou-1 
ver was an “irresponsible per-1 
son.”

"What can happen to the I 
character of any man in this 
country if these sort of charges 
are made and listened to?” | 
asked Mr. Wismer.

The member made such 
charge, it was proved unwar- | 
ranted, and then he offered 
feeble explanation.

As to the charge of forgery In 
with a trapping li­

er had been

attomeys-general and two game 
commissioners and was found 
without foundation. The papers 
were Jn his offièe for inspec­
tion.

Frank Putnam added a word 
of protest to the injustice done 
to a witness, Hobbs, by Dr. Tel­
ford. He said that the letter 
said to have been written by 
Hobbs was one which might 
have been written by any busi­
ness man in confidential com­
munication with his associates. 
He resented such unfair treat-

Capt Bull fully endorsed the 
protest of Mr. Putnam.

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—C.C.FJ 
members met in caucus at 2 p.m.j 
today and discussed the collapse^ 
and withdrawal of Dr. Lyle Tew 
ford’s charges in connection wltra 
the building of the Fraser River 
Bridge at New Westminster.

Dr. Telford left the meeting 
about ten minutes before other] 
members of the C.C.F. house] 
group emerged. In the mean-] 
time, it was understood that no 
decision had been reached re­
garding a statement of the 
C.C.F. position in the House.

It was indicated, however, that 
the "subject is not yet closed,” 
and will be canvassed at a future 
caucus.

Herbert Gargrave, secretary ot 
the C.C.F., declares disciplinary! 
action against members of the 
party, whether members of the 
Legislature or not, can only be 
taken by the provincial executive.

He said the executive had not 
been consulted before Dr. Telford 
made his charges.

Mr. Gargrave added that the 
provincial executive would not 
entertain any proposal of taking 
disciplinary action against Dr. 
Telford just because h® had not 
proved his charges. .-:J\
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LEGISLATORS IN PROBE

Politicians Do Green Table 
Ballet To Dr. Telford Theme

for steel used In the Pattullo bridge.
The politicians did their dance around our green table, 

parrying and prancing, feinting and thrusting until one began 
to wonder if it were not a game, with the prize something to 
talk about at the next election—any kind of election, anywhere.

The dance ended with Dr. Telford doing a flop. Even the 
best friend of this astute politician could wish him nothing 
better than a soft landing. He ascended in a balloon filled

E
with hot charges; he came 
down with a dull sickening

He was articulate on two 
points.

“I’m not through, don't 
worry," quoth the probing

Then, to explain his failure 
in this flight into the strato­
sphere of government con­
tracts, he placed the blame on 
Mr. Hobbs. Mr. Hobbs was sup­
posed to have written a letter 
to England, In the course of 
private business, in which he 
made some remarks about an 
agreed price among Canadian

Dr. Telford thinks Mr. Hobbs 
of Vancouver is an "Irrespons-

LEABNED IN BOUGH GAME land. If anybody thought 
OF EARLY ALBERTA POLITICS, they were going to get

him excited in the witness 
chair they reckoned without their witness. Mr. Collins told all, 
with a readiness that seemed to embarass Dr. Telford. He waited 
not for detailed questions. He poured out a wealth of information 
about his bridges, other bridges, bridges built and yet unbuilt.

Dr. Telford said he wanted to know about Mr. Collins, an£ 
Mr. Collins said, "That’s Just fine,” and proceeded to fill the air 
with Collins’ doing from the time he walked across his first 
bridge.

When he got all through there wasn’t must left for Dr. Tel­
ford to ask. Mr. Collins was still beaming and Dr. Telford was 
still promising, In a lesser keg, that he still had a trick In the bag.

ible” fellow. Dr. Telford did not 
produce originals of the Hobbs 
correspondence and Mr. Hobbs 
was doubtful if the copies, on 
which the whole charge was 
based, were true copies of what

Dr. Telford, markedly palel 
heard the reading of the report? 
which dropped his bridge charges! 
in the ash can.

There was a dignified chiding! 
from the Premier, a more polntedfl 
spanking from Attorney-General! 
Wlsmer. • i ^
PROMISES TO CONTINUE 
SEARCH FOB SCANDAL.

The doctor rose to promise a I 
continuance of his search for] 
scandal.

Two private members said what] 
they thought about Da. Telford’s 
treatment of an absent innocent] 
witness.

The House went on with its] 
business. ‘ ■

One thing is clear, whether or 
not the Pattullo bridge was built 
honestly to Its very last rivet, the 
government has emerged with a 
new first-line of defense. They 
can, as the Premier proclaimed, 
pay no attention to verbal, un- 
backedjjluLges.

ni ii Danaiin , *he wrote.
Mr. Hobbs was not present in the committee-room when 

Dr. Telford began his back-paddling. The last straw at which 
Dr. Telford made a grab was that 

HOBBS NOT PBESENT the government might have pur- 
IN COMMITTEE-BOOM, chased Czecho-Slovakian or Belgian 

steel and saved money. The contract 
specified Canadian or British steel

♦ ♦ ♦
You may read to your heart’s content in other columns. 

There you will find account of all the hints, aspersions, boasts, 
indignant protest and leering inference.

Let’s take a look at the men who were sitting around our 
green table.

The chairman, E. T. Kenney, whose home is Terrace and 
politics, as you may have guessed. Liberal, sits at the end of 
the table.

He has a sharp, dark face under an almost bald pate. He 
is acid-voiced and truculent Ready at any Instant to proclaim 
the limits of the investigation; he is in continuous clash with 
Dr. Telford.

At his elbow sits Tom King, an earnest Liberal from Golden. 
Mr. King is secretary of the committee and a pretty serious 
fellow when he holds forth the Bible to a witness and extracts 
the oath.

Mr. King wears an old-fashioned cow-lick of hair over his 
forehead, and writes furiously in his book when a witness

____ declares his name, address and
WRITES FURIOUSLY AS occupation. In a seat down the 
WITNESS GIVES NAME, side of the green table sits R. L.

Maitland, his curved pipe puffing 
away. Mr. Maitland is In somewhat of a neutral position. It 
there is Anything crooked in the bridge deal he would like to 
know about it

On the other hand, if the charges are so much political in­
flation he is equally anxious that this should be proved.

He Is impatient at the continual halts and delays, the ex­
tended Argumenta as to procedure. Occasionally he interjects a 
Judicial suggestion as to the proper consideration of material 
submitted.

His Conservative colleague, Bruhn of Salmon Arm, puffs 
away at a cigarette. He has once been a minister of public works
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The P.G.E. for ExampleThe Legislative Train of Thought

PREMIER Pattullo proposes to exempt j 
the Pacific Great Eastern Railway, I 

that poor-orphan-growing-old of our party j 
politics for twenty years, from the control I 
of the public utilities board which the 
Legislature is setting up. The attitude of 
the Premier here makes a perfect com­
mentary upon the essential uselessness of 
the thing he intends to make, if it is left to 
him, of the regulation of public utilities 
in British Columbia.

Mr. Pattullo is ex-offido president oft 
the P.G.E., and the government is run­
ning the P.G.E. (twice a week, by the way) 
already. So, argues Mr. Pattullo, why

P.G.E. when the government, under 
another name, Is regulating it now?

It Is a question which answers itself, 
perfect answer to a question that should 
not arise. For the poor unfortunate P.G.E., 
as everybody knows, has been cursed from 
its birth by party politics and party 
politicians.

The P.G.E. has never known any sort | 
of control except the sort that it is getting 
now, beginning and likely to end in the 
wilderness, in politics as in physical situa­
tion, eating its head off in debt and desti­
tute of hope as long as party politics has 
dt In its keeping.

And if by the courtesy of formal 
description the poor old P.G.E. may still 
be described as a public utility at all, surely 
it is of all the public utilities of British | 
Columbia the one that might have some­
thing to hope (having suffered the worst 
all its life) from the control of a non- 
political board, freed as much as possible 
from the Influence and interference of 
party politics and party politicians.

Premier Pattullo keeps on repeating 
his shibboleth of obscurantism In this busi­
ness: that ultimately the responsibility of 
government under tile British system must 
include the responsibility for every phase 
and attribute of government It Is true—' 
and, in the essentials of this business, it 
just means nothing at all.

For the justification and the necessary 
! reason for a non-political governing body 
| of any sort, set up by legislative enact- 
I ment free of immediate government inter- 
| ferenee and answerable in the final resort 
to the same Legislature from which the 
government derives its own authority, Is 

| precisely that it is likely to function better 
j on those terms. It is a question of govern- ' 
mental machinery, granted—but the non- 

I political board is a better machine than 
j the other.

If the present government insists upon 
having, and having no other, the sort of 
public utilities commission it is now setting 
up, then truly there Is no sense in,putting 
the P.G.E. under It But the real answer 
is that there is no sense in the sort of 
commission that the government is now 
setting up.

Islands Men Protest 
Vote Redistribution

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—The road 
from The Islands led to Victoria 
today. From Salt Spring, Galiano, 
Mayne and the lesser isles came a 
delegation to see Premier T. D. 
Pattullo. They came to protest

Burnaby Won’t Get 
Highway Repair Aid

VICTORIA, Dec. 1, — No gov* 
eminent grant will be given to 

I Burnaby to assist that munici­
pality In repairing highways I 
from which tracks of the B.C. 
Electric Railway will be removed. 
In order to prepare the roads for 
bus traffic.

Hon. A. Wells Gray, minister 
of lands, said that no such grant 
was in contemplation, when E. E. 
[Winch (C.C.F., Burnaby), askedits mind as to redistribution. Th< 

Islands must go. They met th( [for Information on the subject
Premier after lunch today.

B. C. Fair Exhibit 
May Gist $75,000

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—The sum 
-of $50,000 voted last year far Brit­
ish Columbia’s exhibit at the San 
Francisco Fair wlU be exceeded, 
Hon. W. J. Asselstine, minister of 
trade and Industry, admitted In 
answer to a question by R. L» 
Maitland, K.C., when depart­
mental estimates were under con­
sideration.

The minister said that $9600 
had been spent for a space 60 by 
40 feet, and this amount, with 
costs of preparing the exhibit for 
the province and maintaining it 
for ten months, would exceed the 
original estimate. He could not 
say by how much, but hoped to 
keen It well within $75.000.

Old Resident Dies 
At'New Westminster

NEW WESTMINSTER, Dec. L 
—Mrs. David Bremer, 71, of 569 
Colby street, a resident of this, 
dty for twenty-six years, died 
Tuesday night In St Mary’s Hos- 
pitaL She was born In Dundee, 
Scotland. Besides her husband, 
she leaves four sons, David, Lind-I 
say, James and Robert, all of New! 
Westminster. Funeral arrange l

It well within $75,000.

5563
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ity Incorporation THIRTEEN BILLS
Act Gets Third Reading ARE ADVANCED

FIXES POWERS District Act amendments, clari­
fying the position In connection 
with debentures; the amend­
ments to the Divorce and Matri­
monial Causes Act and Court of 
Appeal Act, which bring B. C. 
legislation regarding dlvdtce ap­
peals into line with the federal

Women's Minimum Wage 
Act Amendment Is 

Thrown Out.
Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Dec. L—The Legis­
lature advanced thirteen bills by 
one or more stages during last 
night’s sitting of the House. The 
sixteenth measure died at second 
reading. It was Mrs. Dorothy 
Steeves’ amendment to the Fe­
male Minimum Wage Act 

Mrs. Steeves urged protection 
for domestic servants who were 
now being exploited. There should 
be equality of treatment for this 
class of worker. Better wages 
would produce more skill, she 
said.

G. S. Pearson, minister of labor, 
explained qualification standards 
were lacking and training facili­
ties also. He would like to see 
the board of Industrial relations 
fix wages for domestic servants, 
but at this stage It was Impos­
sible.
ADJOURNS DEBATE.

Dr. G. M. Weir, provincial sec­
retary, adjourned the debate on 
two bills introduced by E. E. 
Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, the first 
amending the Mental Hospitals 
Act, the second the Lunacy Act 

Mr. Winch wanted to see closer 
Inspection of private mental In-

Forecasts Old 
Age Pensions 
At 55 or 60

OF LICENSING
jVancouver Can Now 

Enter Into Housing 
Act Agreements.

| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
| VICTORIA, Dec. 1—While aj 
| special committee on public ac- 
Ü counts were struggling Wednes- 
Iday afternoon with the charges 
iimade by Dr. J. L. Telford that 
| there had been $300,000 overpay-j 
Jment for steel In the Pattulloj 

Pattullo sug-

statutes.
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Old age 
pensions will be payable shortly 
at 55 or 60, declared Rolph 
Bruhn, Conservative, Salmon 
Arm, when he spoke to his 
resolution In the Legislature, 
urging a declaration of policy 
Upon the government with re­
spect to introduction of a con­
tributory pension system.

‘Tm not complaining against 
the present Old Age Pension 
Board, but changes are neces­
sary. For Instance, there should 
be a 65-year age limit Instead 
of 70, and the act should be on 
a contributory basis,” he said.

"The pension age will have 
to be reduced soon to 55 or 60, 
and the only way to make it 
permanently workable Is to put 
it on a contributory basis.

‘This is a more Important 
problem than unemployment."

Macgregor Macintosh, Con­
servative, The Islands, pointed 
out that men must realize they 
got out of life only what they 
paid for; and, with respect to 
pensions, they must pay In 
cash when they are young, or 
In sacrifice of self-respect when 
they are old.

: B. C. to Spend $60,000 
[Prospecting for Oil
! VICTORIA, Dec. L — An ex­
penditure of $60,000 In the mines 
department estimates will be 
used to make further geological 
examinations for oil in the Peace 
River district, Hon. W. J. Assels- 
tine told the Legislature on 
Wednesday. "It results are sat­
isfactory they may be followed 
by a geophysical survey oft 
favorable localities."bridge,

jgested that the House deal with] 
non-contentious matters, 

j As a consequence, the Legis-j 
through four

Propose Amendment 
To U.Ç.C. Elections

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Elections 
of chancellor and senate of the 
University of British Columbia 
will be conducted according to 
new rules, according to amend­
ments before the Legislature.

Voting papers, in such form as 
may be prescribed by the senate, 
will be placed in the hands of the 
registrar for distribution. At 
least fourteen weeks prior to the 
date fixed for election of the | 
chancellor and senate, the legis­

lature threshed 
; third readings, including the bill 
ko amend the Vancouver Incor­
poration Act The chief features 
of the bill are the licensing 

I powers granted to the city; 
mowers for the Lieutenant-Gov- 
iemor-ln-Council to fix transpor­
tation and living expenses for 
ijudges, to be paid by the city; 
[the right to hold advance polls; 
land the right to enter into agree­
ment with the Dominion of Can- 
lada In respect to the main­
tenance or construction of roads 
land sewers on Granville Island.
I Vancouver Is also authorized: 
no enter Into agreements under 
Ithe terms of the National Hous-I 
png Act
[FIGHT PLANT DISEASE.
I Amendments to the Plant Pro-: 
Itection Act, which gives the] 
province power to take action It I 
pees fit to tight plant disease on 
private property, was given third

trar shall send a copy of the 
register to each member of the 
convocation.

In case a poll Is necessary It
stitutlons and the examination of 
inmates as to their condition. He 
urged the creation of a commis­
sion on lunacy which could ex­
amine all patients.

will be taken by the registrar, 
and voting papers opened in the: 
presence of not fewer than two 
scrutineers. Ü.B.C. GOVERNORS Ontario's asylums contained 

1011 persons whose mental condi­
tion Justifies their release, he 
said, and the same condition un­
doubtedly existed in B. C.

Under the Lunacy Act, he com­
plained, there was no habeas cor 
pus provision.

momURGES COMPLETION -Mrs. Dorothy Steeves

OF NATIONAL ROADI The amendments to the Pro- 
klncial Royal '••bilee Hospital 
[Act, creating an .iifowment fund, 
(was also given third reading.
J Third reading was given the 
[Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
[Vancouver Incorporation Act, 
[giving borrowing power.
I The bill to amend the Marriage ! 
[Act was given second reading. 
[It provides for compulsory ex- 
i amination to discover whether 
either party is suffering from 
syphilis.

"It does not stop anyone mar­
rying,” Attorney-General Gordon 
Wlsmer explained. “But the 

'physical condition of each must] 
I be disclosed to the other."

Second reading was given to

Dally Province Staff Correspondent I
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Advocat­

ing formation of a committee of 
the whole House to study the re­
quirements and expansion of the 
University of British Columbia, 
Mrs. Dorothy Steeves complained 
of lack of information .given to 
the public by the governors of the 
Institution.

High praise was given to the 
contributions made to the devel­
opment of the University through 
the Initiative of the students in 
past years. Reticence of the gov­
ernors as to the business of thl|

The House skimmed through 
pages of proposed legislation, giv­
ing second reading to bills amend­
ing the Commodities Retail Sales 
Act, Mortgagers and PurchasersDaily Province Staff Correspondent.

VICTv 'UA, Dec. 1.—Construc­
tion and maintenance of the trans- 

1 Canada Highway was Just 
as essential to the reallza-

Relief Act, Collection Agents Li­
censing Act, which also got third 
reading, and the Greater Vancou­
ver Water District Act, which got 
third reading.
GETS SECOND BEADING.

The Statute of Limitations Act 
amendments are to keep alive 
farm debts during such time as
action for recovery is forbidden. 
Second reading was given.

The Contributory Negligence
public Institution was not such
as tended to establish a popular 
understanding of the problems of 
the University.

She suggested that senior ma­
triculation be confined to high
on the University; that summer 
schools, thus lessening the burden 
schools he expanded, and that 
fees and expenses for teachers 
attending be lessened, and that 
the faculty be asked to co-operate 
in reorganization of the Univers-

J. A. Paton, Conservative, de- 
dared that fees now In effect 
were among the highest in Can­
ada, and every effort should be 
made to reduce University costs

the amendments In the Public 
School Act, the Food Products;

driver be liable for damages suf­
fered by passengers In an acd-Mrs. Helen Smith explained 

that In the food Products bill 
prevented artificial reduction of 
invoice prices which govern the 
retailers’ sale price cuts. ' -* j

The amendments to the Game 
Act, seeking better quarters for

dent unless he or his vehicle was i 
on hire.

The Mechanics Lien Act amend­
ment went through second and 
third reading. The University of 
British Columbia Act amendment 
got second reading, and the bill 
to amend the Coal Mines Regula-j

that other sections of the road! 
that would connect with it, be-

withdrawn
C.C.F. Burnaby, the Coal Mines Régula- 

Amendments to the 
Dducts Minimum Loss 
given third reading.

Mr. Wlsmer undertook
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By FRANCIS A WHAM.
ITT7HEN Greta Garbo, the Swedish act-1 
I VV res», first came to the Norths 
I American continent, she chatted on ship-1 
I board with a chance acquaintance, a big, I
■ ungainly, sad-qyed Swede who looked like I 
I a lumberjack and talked like a politician, j 
I He was both.

More than twenty years before, he had I 
ilgrated, as Garbo was doing, from I 

nail-town, Scandinavian, middle-class sur-1 
I roundings to make his way In the newer)
I world. He told her of bis success In I 
I Canadian business life and politics and)
S be. was very confident of further success! 
jj in the years to come. The man was Rolf I 
IWallgren Bruhn, member of the British!
I Columbia Legislature from Salmon Arm. I 
1 Within the year he was a member of the |
I Provincial Government.

It Is years since Rolf Bruhn worked In I 
I the woods, but he still In appearance per-1 
I sonifies the man of toll. His broad, clumsy j 
I shoulders seem to be ever adjusting aj 
| burden: his mournful face (scarred In a I 
I serious accident) wears a brooding look!
I which no smile can dissipate. Inwardly!
I he Is a keen-minded, cheerful soul, with)
I a taste for small talk and light gossip.

The aura which surrounds the success-1 
!ful Immigrant boy clings about the man!
■ from Slcamous. Seven years after his!
I father had emigrated to Canada, young!
I Bruhn came to British Columbia from hlsl 
I native Gothenburg. That was In 1897 and!
I he was 19. He was schooled to hard work I 
land he turned his capable hands to any-j

thing.
OkMhners can remember Rolf Bruhn 1 

I carrying on his back for miles a sack of;'
! potatoes which he would sell In the camps |
! and villages. By slow degrees he rose to I 
j be a boss lumberman and a contractor.!
I He joined the lodges and went in fori 
I municipal and provincial politics. He has!
! represented Salmon Arm In the Leglsla-|
I ture for nearly fifteen years.

In the Tolmle Government, from 19281 
I to 1933, Bruhn held cabinet rank, first as I 
I president of the executive council and then!
I as minister of public works. A few years!
I ago he changed his label to Independent!
I Now he is back In the Conservative camp I 
I and he sits, these days, In the place of I 
I seniority, next to the leader of the op-|
Lnnsltinn.

There Is nothing spectacular about hlsl 
I oratory. He speaks In blunt, homely lan-1 
j guage, to the point His best contributions I 
| to debate are the pointed Interjections I 
I with which he can Identify himself with) 
j anything on the tapis. Out of the 
I quentlal memory which is one of his assets I 
I as a politician, Bruhn can disturb and trrl-1 
ftate an opponent with one unfinished sen f 
I tence, spoken without rising to his feet, |
| as If he were thinking aloud. He has a | 

rn and unyielding mind.
Intensely practical business eoul I 

I measures everything with the yardstick I 
of utility and he has no patience with I 
either friend or foe who would stop to I 
pick flowers by the way. He knows just I 
when and for how long a member has!

I launched into a flood of mere oratory, f 
I At such moments Bruhn will slip out of I 
| the chamber, pace the corridors moodily I 

■ a while end return to his seat just In I 
le to catch the mad out in a mis-state-1 

statistics. I
has carried over to his three-1 

i years the habit of challenge which I 
• part of everyday life ini 

uth. In politics he wears I 
> and the easy give!

I does not cornel

Thursday, December .1, 1938.| Friday, December 2, 1938.

Conservation and Politics

THERE is an instructive, but not exactly!
edifying, difference of opinion be-1 

| tween ti\e Premier of British Columbia and! 
the chief forester of British Columbia)

| upon the amount and value of forest con­
servation now going forward under gov-!

] emment auspices.
The Premier says, and he chooses the I 

|Legislature as the appropriate place for)
| saying it, that he is “sick and tired’’ of the I 
; people who say we are not doing enough j 
i to ensure the future of our forest wealth. I 

Evidently the Premier Includes his owns 
,, chief forester among such people. He says j 
| that the chief forester is “exciting public j 
1 interest” and “trying to increase appro-1 
| priations by propaganda."

Mr. Pattullo appeals to his fellow mem-1 
I bers of the Legislature not to unsettle the I 

public mind on this question. But howl 
j can the public mind, as far as it is a serious j 
land public-spirited mind, fail to be un-1 
) settled, when it discovers that the two I 
^ men, of all men in British Columbia who I 
j should be agreed upon purpose and policy I 
- in this business, are in fact utterly at | 
l loggerheads?

The people of British Columbia are not I 
| going to be satisfied with Mr. Pattullo’s 
. assumption that all is well with the future 
of our forest heritage and economy under j 

■ the best of all possible governments. They 
; are much more likely to assume, for their 1 
! part, that a chief forester knows more | 
I about forestry than a chief politician.

They are likely to believe that the chief j 
| forester who has the courage to risk the j 
■ displeasure of the chief politician, in the |
I name of conservation, has the better cau 

- and the better conscience. They will hold 
lit as praiseworthy, not blameworthy, 

i. him that he is "trying to excite public in* 1 
I'i terest and to increase appropriations byr 
■ propaganda,” the propaganda of conserva-' 

tlon being rather more respectable than 
j the propaganda of party and office^

[ Winch Says PaiF;
I Will Back Doctor

“The G C. F. caucus has no In­
tention of repudiating Dr. Tel­
ford. It Intends to stand right 
behind him,” Harold Winch, 
M.L.A., party whip in the Legis­
lature, told Herbert Gargrave, 
party secretary, by telephone 
from Victoria today.

He explained the caucus met 
to “tighten up our parliamentary 
rules,” but that all members were 
united in supporting Dr. Telford. 
It had not communicated with 
the provincial executive In Van­
couver, he added.

W. W. Lefeaux, provincial 
president, made it equally clear 
the executive contemplates no 
censure action.

“There Is no matter of party 
policy Involved,” he said. ’There 
Is no reason for taking official 
action. I do not Intend to do any­
thing and I do not expect that It 
will be even brought before the 
executive."

C.C.F. POND! 
TELFORD CAS1
M.L.A/s Meet Again 

Executive Takes 
No Action.

By TOUCHY ANDERSON
By Daily Province Staff Correspond

Victoria, Dec. 2—Membe
of the C. C. F. group in the 
continued to consider the sit 
tlon which has arisen 
the collapse of graft 
made by Dr. Telford.

Their objection lies In 
that no member of their 
Is supposed to make c 
without conferring with

In
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islators Rush Housework 
With View To Getting Home

With House Linen All Washed Members Turn 
Attention to Utilities Board Personnel.

By TOBCHY ANDERSON.
(Dally Province staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—We had a lull alter the storm In the 
Legislature on Thursday. With all the dirty linen washed 
and hung out to dry, the House went quietly along with Its 

housework and began to view with great hope the possibility 
ol getting away home by this time next week.

When things get dull enough you can always lind somebody 
who Is willing to speculate on the personnel of the new utUitles 
board.

First you start with Dr. W. A. Carrothers, who will be chair­
man. There are two more jobs to fill.

Premier Pattullo may or may not have made up his mind 
about the other commissioners, but In the speculation handicap 
which goes on eternally in the lobbies you hear mentioned the 
names of Major J. C. MacDonald, comptroller of water rights,

and CoL Eric Pepler, deputy 
attorney-general. These two j 
would represent engineering 
and the law, both Important 
such a commission.

Another starter In theF 
probability stakes Is Harry 
Perry, able, outspoken Liberal]! 
from Fort George.

But the appointment, ask 
the Premier would say, Is in| 
the lap of the gods.

♦ ♦ ♦
We began the day wlthj 

another session around the bl 
green table In the public 
counts committee room, 
session was:k striking contl il 
to that which disturbed 
peace on Wednesday.

It was about a road 
Dutch Creek, about which] 
young Mr. Harold Winch pro-1 
duced some documents. Mr. 
Winch, unlike his colleague, Dr.j 

mi m * Telford, did not fhake any wildDR W. A. CARROTHERS. charges.
The committee got down to business, Investigated and 

found that the whole thing was a misunderstanding. Everybody,
________ including District EngineerCOMMITTEE FINDS IT *----  J ’Æ‘
ALL A MISUNDERSTANDING.

-

»

■"F:

erected ra
guards, just like a lot of :

Had there been no other jtifctiftcation for a debats j 
subject the fact that It gave Barry Perry a chance to i 
the boys of the Monkman Pass was enotlgh.

* 4- ♦
You have heard the tale of the Monkman Pass before, aij 

Will bear repeating, especially as Harry Perry tells It
He had one suggestion to make: That the government 4 

British Columbia should 
SUGGESTS GOVKBUniBNT an appropriation — perhaps 
MAKE APPROPRIATION. *15,000 or $20,000—to bring 1 

road through to the 
highway near Hansard. The men of the Monkman are'* 
kind of pioneers who don’t wait for the government J«| 
something; they go out and do It for themselves.

These, says Mr. Perry, are men of quality.
The Fort George member has not given up his belief that 

ultimate highway from British Columbia to the Peace It vt 
Findlay Forks, the so-called Turgeon route. There are i 
resources In that territory which make this Imperative.

The Item was stood over as the House rose, to perhapt t 
men of the Monkman have a hope of Mr. Penyt auggi 

^ appropriation.

m
ivfe

jH

Victoria Man Placed 
$2,000,000 Insurance

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—A. H. Cox, 8 
Victoria, placed the $2,000,000 Are I 
insurance on the Parliament! 
Buildings at a rate of .27 per, 
cent., Capt. MacGregor Macln-I 
|tosh, Islands, was informed byg 

minister of public works, 
knswer to a question asked Thun 
pay.

Jones, was exonerated of all 
blame and everybody went 
back to their chores feeling

It:
evident that i

pure and happy.
♦ ♦ ♦

We talked gbout booms on Thursday. We went back to the 
booms of pre-war days. You may remember that lot you bought 
after looking at a highly-colored hand-painted picture of up- 
and-coming Sucker Heights.

*The government proposes to amend the Land Act As It 
nds now if you begin development of a townsite the govern- 
nt has a right to one-quarter of the land so set aside.
The amendment would allow the government to transfer

i. i—a wjgjj t0 the development agency In cases where It is 
t the company is doing a real job of Improvement, 
r Pattullo hinted at a new policy In this connection 

when he suggested that 
tVATIVES WANT he would like to see such
«MENT TO BE CAREFUL, land transferred back to 

The municipality. Mr. 
Fort George, thought this was a good Idea.

■rvativee wanted the government to be careful. They 
that there had been booms before and would be booms 

n. They did not want too much of their give-away by order- 
■uncU.

♦ ; ♦ ♦
Thursday with a bag

. ; .. 'ISOFlJ

Two-Platoon Plan 
Approved By House

(Special to The Dally Province.)
VICTORIA, Dec. 2—The I _ 

lature’s municipal committee 1 
day approved amendments to 1 
Fire Departments' Two Platoon! 
Act.

These will force on all muni* I 
pall ties, with organized fire del 
partments, the adoption of the! 
two-platoon system, which means I 
the employment of additional Orel 
men In order to reduce the work-f 
ing hours of the men.

Province Planning to Expend 
$2,200,000 on Public Works

Nearly Million for Highways; Monkman Pass
Route Ignored ; City’s Share Is Very Small,
. (By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.) ,

"VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Public works programme in British 
V Columbia for next year, as presented to the Legislature 

by Hon. Frank M. MacPherson, contemplates expenditure of 
$2,179,570. on account c. ..mintenance of highways, bridges, 
wharves, ferries, snow removal and traffic operation, as well' 
as upkeep of equipment.

Of this amount $986,500 is for road construction and 
maintenance. H. G. Perry suggested a $20,000 grant for the 
Monkman Pass highway, but no action was taken on his] 
proposal.

Details of the district highway*'
votes were presented as follows: 
Electoral District Allocated 1939-40
Albemi - Nanaimo ..........$ 37,000
Affln........................  21,000
Burnaby ........!......... 10,000
Cariboo ............... ............ 62,000
.Chilliwack............... 30,000
Columbia................. 22,000
Comox ...............1....... 37,500
Cowlchan - Newcastle ... 31,000
Cranbrook......................... ' 32,000
Delta........................ 25,000
Dewdney .......................... 36,000
Esquimau ..................  31,000,
Fertile..................... . 25,000)

|Islands ..

I
Kaslo-S 
LlBooet

North Okanagan ........ 31,000
North Vancouver...........  4,500
Omineea........... ‘.............. 40,000
Peace River....................  25,000
Prince Rupert................. 15,000
Revelstoke ......................  15,000
Rossland-Trail............... 15,000
Saanich ............................ 13,000
Salmon Arm....................  30,000
Similkameen ................... 31,000

, Skeena .............................. 29,000
| South Okanagan............. 31,000
Vancouver - Point Grey .. 5,000

*">...............................  zs-000
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B.C. Government May Transfer Provincial
Townsite Lots to Municipalities!

IPREIERGIVES 
NOTICE OF PLAN!

| Residential Section at 1 
Trail Gives Rise 

To Amendment.
| By Dally Province Staff Correapondent 3

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Intimationl 
I was given in the Legislatures 
I Thursday by Premier PattuUoa 

that consideration would be glven| 
to transference by the govern-! 
nient of provincial townsite lots] 

| tp municipalities.
Thé indication of future policy! 

| arose during a heated discussion| 
oh an amendment to the Land Aci 

, which would permit of the gov-l 
' ernment, upon certain conditions.) 

to reconvey to townsite owners) 
the government's 25 per cent. of| 
the lots.

The particular case that gave) 
rise to the bill was a subdivisions 
development by the Consolidated! 
Mining & Smelting Company, atfl 
Warfield, as a suburb of Trail.y 
Under existing legislation in lay-F 
irig out this much-needed addition! 
to the residential facilities of the! 
locality, 25 per cent of the lots) 
must go to the government. Thif 
would result, it was explained, ini 
Increasing costs for development) 
services on those living there.
HITS BLANKET POWER.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-] 
tive leader, attacked the principle 
of permitting the cabinet to ex 
else a blanket power of dispos:' 
in this manner with all town-1 
sites. He did not oppose the pro-j 
posai In this particular lnstane 
Each community where it was de-| 
sired to reconvey the government) 
interest, sbould be the subject of] 
special legislation.

"Ipersonally wouldnot mind see-1 
ing this ‘hand-me-dawn' provision! 
scrapped,” declared Premier Pat-f 
tullo who described the leglsla-l 
tkm that had been passed in the] 
days of great real estate activity. [ 
It was then thought necessary to I 
have the province participate Ini 
the unearned increment of specu-| 
latlve values.
WILL FIGHT IT.

“I am opposed to this bill," de 
dared Capt. Macgrpgor Madn-] 
tosh, Conservative member to 
the Islands. “I am going to fight 
against the partisan control per-l 
mitted In this, as I will fight 
the last against similar power 
In the public utilities bill, the| 
control of coal and oil, and 
legislation that gives the cabinet] 
further powers.”

H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort! 
George, declared that 'he was] 
very Interested in the suggestion] 
made by the Premier to the ef-| 
feet that consideration would be] 
given to the transference of the] 
government's interest in "town-] 
sites.

This would continue the lnt 
est of the people In the unearned | 
----------- - i land. He was su

Islands Riding Vocal
Sir: It is a strange thing (or Is) 

it!) that .our Provincial Govem-r 
ment does not Investigate condl-] 
tions before raising such a quei 
tion as that of practically wiping) 
out The Islands constituency bys 
Joining it on to that of Nanaimo,) 
which would snow us under.

We have been In existence as la 
a separate constituency for a* 
great number of years and belng| 
a collection of islands, have con-| 
ditlons different to those of any) 
other portion of the province.

Despite the utterly erroneous® 
statement that we have Interests® 
Identical with Nanaimo, the fact) 
remains that we have absolutely^ 
nothing in common with it For* 
all we have to do with it might! 
be removed to the North Pole) 
tomorrow without affecting us.)

Some suggest that the reason 
for the proposed submerging of! 
our vote by annexation to It—| 
a dty—is because we dared to) 
elect a Conservative. Surely such) 
a pettifogging idea would never) 
be entertained by any statesman” 
or assembly of such!

And yet, how about health ln-| 
surance? How many thousands! 
are we paying officials to run! 
this? What has It done and! 
where Is It? What are we paying 
out our good money for? Ho» 
many friends other than special! 
Ones of the government has the| 
Fruit Marketing Act, or theS 
other branches of this restrictive) 
legislation?

These are but two out of many® 
instances of interference with our) 
liberties.

Under Magna Carta our liber-1 
ties should be protected, yet howl 
many of these liberties do weffl 
possess today! Shall we have to§ 
rechristen our province Little! 
Germany? Let us all, Irrespec-il 
five of party, waken up and pull) 
together ere it Is too late.

W. J. L. HAMILTON.

Winch Presents Plea! 

Of Liberal Group 
In Burnaby

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—E. E. 
Winch, C. C. F., Burnaby, said 
he was speaking for the Liberal 
Association of that district In 
the Legislature yesterday, when 
hé suggested to' the minister of 
public works that an annual 
contribution be made by the 
Provincial Government to as­
sure the. satisfactory clearing 
of the channel in the Coquitlam 

River.
Heretofore, said Mr, Winch, 

the government only made con­
tributions once every five or 
ten years.

"I want to tell the minister 
that the Liberal Association of 
my district considers we should 
have more copsldwatlon.”

CLAIM NEW USDREl 
IH EMPIR1

Aims to CombSt Court! 
Rulings, Says Lawyers.

Dally Province Staff Correspondent. | 
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—That 

the government amendments to 
the Coal and Petroleum Pro­
ducts Act constitute something 
not attempted by any other 
Legislature In Canada or the 
Empire Is the comment of legal 
observers in the capital.

Those who have studied the 
amendments Introduced in 
the House on Thursday declare 
that the government is trying 
to:
1. Make valid legislation al­

ready before the courts for
decision.
2. Attempt to legislate out 

evidence which a high court
has already determined admis- 
sable.

Further details of the Coal 
and Petroleum Products Act 
are reported on page 21.
,A '*>$,, rFr.

Lebourdais Plans 
Alfalfa Banquet 

For M.L.A.’s
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent!

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—There is ! 
no sinister suggestion In the I 
tact that Louis Lebourdais J 
plans to invite his lellow mem-1 
bers of the Legislature to eat j 
hay with him.

Cariboo’s representative, who j 
maintains that his large district I 
can only be described in super- ( 
latives, told the House earlier | 
In the session that Cariboo al­
falfa could provide the ultimate I 
In food valuee tor either man or | 
beast

Mr. Lebourdais Intends to ' 
provide proof. He has had pre-’ j 
pared for him a quantity of I 
alfalfa flour, put up In small j 
packets. These be will dis- I 
tribute early next week to the ‘ 
members, accompanied by min- i! 
ute directions as to the proper i 
methods of using It as a condl- i 
ment or in household cookery.

But to make sure that they I 
get a real taste of the superior ! 
food "flavored by Cariboo sun- j 
shine," he Is arranging a ban-1 
quet In the legislative res- i 
taurant to which members will J 
be Invited.

omraiiici
NEW DIVOttCE law:

—

By Dally Province stall Correapondent ] 
VICTORIA, Dec. 2—"It may I 

be that people think the amend-l 
ments to the act makes divorce I 
easier," observed R. L. Maitland,! 
leader of the opposition, when bel 
spoke in the Legislature yester-] 
day at second reading of amend-l 
ments to the Divorce and Matri-j 
monial Causes Act. "But that] 
assumption would be wrong,” he] 
added. , , , .. . |

Mr Maitland explained that! 
from 1858 until now parties to] 
dlvoree proceedings had no right] 
of appeal from the British Colum- F 
Me courts. L

All sorts of unhappiness re I 
tolled as a consequence off 
mothers being deprived of their! 
Children, and such things; anal 
there was no recourse to a high 
court

I WILL TIGHTEN 
NEWFUEL ACT1

g Amendments Expected) 
To Help Province's 

Legal Position.
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1

VICTORIA, Dec. 2. — Amend- " 
jnents to the Coal and Petroleum | 
Products Act, by which the l 
ernment seeks to strengthen Its I 
legal position in dealing with the ! 
Industry, were introduced in the) 
House by Attorney-General Gor-J 
don S. Wismer on Thursday.

The amendment will clarify the! 
government’s position in not in-1 
terferlng with outside provincial 
activities of any company. It will 
also meet expressed objectio 
that the bill is aimed to proh 
other industries—specifically tha 
coal industry.

It shall be laid down définit! 
that in fixing the price of onej 
commodity the board shall 
consider the relation of any ( 
Industry or commodity, g 
amended legislation shall l 
retroactive.

It will also be made c£ 
the legislation is not implement* 
ing the MacDonald report on f



Saturday, December 3, 1938.

'HINT MORE CHANGE 
IN NEGLIGENCE LUI

j Plan More Protection for | 
Car Drivers.

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Attorney- 
General Gordon Wismer under­
took to consider In committee of 
the whole House further amend­
ments to the Contributory NegU< 
gence Act offered by R. L. Malt-1 
land, leader of thWoppoeition, 
during the debate prior to second 
reading of government amenf 
ments today.

The attorney-general explaint 
the amendments offered safi 
guarded a motor car owne., 
against litigation brought by non-' 
paying passengers.

Mr. Maitland said he could 
dangers there. There might ^ 
collusion, he said, under the old 
act But in cases of gross and 
wilful negligence, passengers,! 
should be protected.

It was Mr. King and not Mr. 
Kenney who shouted about Dr. 
Telford: “He’s out on a limb, 
and now he’s trying to get out on 
another tack by saying that the 
steel should not have been bought 
in our own country.**

“It Wasirt Me,” 
Complains Kenney I
wVICï)IyA’ Dtc- 2.—Chairman 
*• “■ Kenney, of the public ac 
aunts committee. Is Indignant

MT. Kennov ..>h0 prgdjç j,
I utterances anu. 

1 —7^7:7^“'"* * 1 typographl- ; Iff"*” report In The DaUrJ
■ Province that ascribed to
■ statements made by Tom ]

committee, oui
lÎÏ 5**’?ng ot the charge 

by Dr, T —■ •

Complete Text of Bill 
Taxing Undistributed Profits

J’XTICTORIA, Dec. 3.—(CP)—Text of the Income Taxi 
3 V amendment by which it is proposed to levy on undis-| 
jitributed profits:

1. This act may be dted as the “Income Tax Act Amend­
ment Act, 1938.” *

2. Section 2 of the “Income Tax Act,” being chapter 2801 
lof the “Revised Statutes of British Columbia, 1936,” is I 
| amended by inserting after the definition of "dividends” the| 
(following definition:

“Earned includes derived, received, or acccrued.
3. Said chapter 280 is amended by inserting the following] 

\ as Section 22A:
”22A. (1) Where a corporation^ 

9 to which this section applies hasp 
| an accumulation ot undivided or 

ndlstrlbuted gains and profits 
6 which, In the opinion of the mln-|
5 lster. Is In excess of what lap 
I reasonably required for the con-j', 
Iduct of Its business, the minister l3 
(may, by notice In writing, so ln-f 
• form the corporation, stating they
6 amount by which he considers thee 
jjsald accumulation exceeds such* 
! reasonable requirements: and If,I 
latter the expiration of thirty days! 
a from the date of the notice, the| 
I amount of the excess stated! 
| therein has not been distributed! 
jin the form of dividends to the! 
I shareholders of the corporations 
land the minister may direct that» 
I the corporation be assessed and is 
j taxed on the accumulation of un-( 
I divided or undistributed gains and] 
I profits at the rate of IS perl 
I centum on the amount of the] 
■ excess stated In the notice, and] 
I the corporation shall be assessed £ 
land taxed accordingly; and thee 
I commissioner shall give notice of] 
I the assessment to the corporation! 
! assessed, fixing a date on which] 
I the tax shall be payable.
I EVERY CORPORATION.

“(2) The amount of any un-| 
divided or undistributed gains and! 
profits of a corporation in respect] 
of which a tax has been assessed] 
and paid pursuant to this sec-1 
tlon shall, when subsequently] 
distributed, be - deemed not to] 
form a part of the total Income] 
of any person entitled thereto] 
for the purposes of the preceding] 
section of this act 

”3. This section shall apply to] 
every corporation In which 
majority of the voting power or] 
shares Is In the hands of not! 
more than five persons and rela-f 
fives or nominees of any of those | 
persons or where control of the] 
corporation is by any other] 
means whatever in their hands.] 

“For the purpose ot this sub-] 
section:

"The expression relative means I 
a husband or wife, ancestor or I 
lineal descendant brother or] 
sister:

‘The expression nominee] 
means a person who may be re-] 
qutred to exercise his voting] 
power on the directions of. or] 
holds shares directly or Indirectly] 
on behalf of another person;
FOB PARTNERSHIPS.

“Persons In partnership and] 
interested In the estati 

I a deceased person or In ;
and

be deemed to be a single person. I
“An appeal from any decision I 

by the minister under this sec-1 
tlon may be taken to the lieu-[ 
tenant govemor-lncouncil, who, j 
after hearing the parties inter­
ested, may confirm or amend the I 
decision of the minister, and the [ 
decision of the lleutenednt-gov- [ 
emor-in-council shall be final.”

4. Section 31 of said chapter I 
280 Is amended by striking out I 
the word "repeal" in the second I 
line ot subsection (2), and substl-f 
tuting. therefore the word “ap-| 
peal.”
TAX Of/ INSURANCE.

5. Section 32 of said chapter | 
280 Is amended by Inserting after | 
the word "companies,” where It j 
first occurs In the second line of | 
subsection (1), the words "other I 
than life Insurance companies, I 
all" Em

6. Said chapter 280 is amended I 
by Inserting the following as sec-1 
tlon 32a:

"32A. (1) Every corporation I 
carrying on the business of life] 
Insurance in the province shall,] 
In lieu of all tax otherwise lm-| 
posed by this act, be assessed] 
and taxed annually under this [ 
section at the rate of two and] 
three-quarters of one per centum I 
on the gross amount of prend-T 
urns, excluding considerations] 
for annuities, received from pol-f 
icyholders resident in the prov-l 
lnce, less premiums returned] 
and the cash value of dividends] 
paid or credited to policyholders; | 
provided, however, that In the] 
case of amounts paid by it for re-1 
Insurance to another corporation] 
the principal corporation only] 
shall be assessed and taxed] 
thereon; and the tax shall be paid ] 
by the corporation to the commis-1 
sioner not later than one month] 
after the last day of the month In] 
which the notice of assessment | 
Is given, and It not paid within I 
the time so limited the corpora-[ 
tlon shall pay Interest on the] 
amount of the tax In default at] 
the rate of eight per centum p6r] 
annum from the expiration of] 
that time to the date of payment |

“(2). Every corporation to] 
which this section applies shall] 
annually, without any notice or I 
demand, make and file with the] 
commissioner on or before the] 
last day ot March In each year] 
a return In the form and contr‘- ■ 
tag the Information pn 
the commissioner. The j 
of subsection (2) < 
sections 10 and 
mutatia muti 
spbet of the i 
ation

1C. TO LE1 
PROFITAT!

| Undistributed Balano 
Companies Liable to 

Assessment.
, By TORCHY AND*
I Dally Province Staff Con

VICTORIA, Dec. 3—H 
| surplus funds of British olui 
j corporations are to be raided 1 
J the provincial tax gatherer. M

Unannounced and unexpected,! 
| a bill was Introduced In the House! 

Friday afternoon which win]
■ amend the Income Tax Act to] 
[provide:

Tax of 15 per cent on- “un- 1 
divided and undistributed gains 
and profits" In excess of that | 
which, in the opinion of the 
minister of finance, Is reason­
able for business requirements. '

In lieu of other taxation under 
the present act, to assess life : 
Insurance companies with a tax 
of 2% per cent on the gross 
amount of premiums. This ex- j 
eludes considerations received f 
for annuities from policy-hold. 1 
era.

| APPEAL PROVIDED.
While It Is not anticipated that

■ the new provisions will bring] 
j greatly Increased revenue, the] 
| bill marks a departure in tax-[ 
I ation policy by the government] 
I Immediately the bill was lntro-J 
Iduced, members began to whis-] 
h per that It was another indice-]
■ tlon of the government’s leaning] 
| toward President Roosevelt’s] 
j New Deal. Such taxation of ] 
I hoarded surpluses was one of the] 
| features of the policy of the New] 
| Deal party In United States.

Earlier In the session, C.C.F.I 
I members asked why the govern-] 
I ment had not gone after such] 
I funds and the finance minister] 
| smiled and told them they must] 

have been reading his mail It] 
was not then anticipated, how-] 

| ever, that he would act during] 
8 the present session.
I Appeal to the Lieutenant-GoM 
| emor-in-Council Is allowed by| 
| firms subject to the surplu 
I profits tax. After notifies# ““
1 the minister, they are 
Q thirty days In which to dial 
(surplus profits. After that 
P tax becomes effective.

I Bill Would Guarantee 

Dyking Debenture*
I By Dally Province Staff Correspc 

VICTORIA, Dec. 3—The 1 
| la turn Is being asked to give an] 
I absolute guarantee to the amount] 
lof $55,000 of the debentures of] 
I the South Westminster Dyking] 
I District A bffl to this 
J was Introduced en_JM4i

A. Wells Gray, minister of]

, Ttie money 1» to retire exist 
Mures and carry on ne 
works for the district



LEGISLA TORS BUFFETTED

TOM UPHILL.

Gale Whips Capt. Vancouver, 
Puts Parliament’s Lights Out|

Mr. Tom Uphill Plays Torchbearer After 
Being Snubbed for Complaining of Darkness

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
(Dally Province Stafl Correspondent.)

\ 7ICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Captain Vancouver, whose gilded figure V stands atop the dome ol the Parliament Building* had a 
rough time on Friday afternoon. The gale which whistled 

around the good captain knocked that august assemblage, the 
British Columbia Legislature, right out of business.

The lights went out
Even a statesman can't work In utter darkness, so It was 

necessary to adjourn when the 
last fading light of day faded 
from the chamber.

Candles were at a pre­
mium and when a supply was 
found there was a shortage of 
empty bottles In which to put 
the candles. Even the darkest 
comer of the press room waa 
searched for prized bottles.

Outside the gale howled, 
and Inside the legislators plod­
ded ahead with their Utilities 
Act

♦ ♦ <f
Mr. Attorney-General's bill 

to amend the Coal and Petro­
leum Products Act already the 
centre of the stage In a legal 
fight produced some lively pas­
sages during an evening which 
saw lights restored and every­
thing back to normal.

Mr. Maitland gave It a 
legal once-over and told the at­
torney-general that he might 
as well see a man killed by a 
motor car and then come In and 
pass legislation which would say that he was not dead.

Young Mr. Winch, on the other hand, gave grave commenda­
tion to the "A.-G." for his amendment, and added that. It was

______ about time something was done
TIME SOMETHING WAS about the state of affairs when the 
DONE, SAYS MB. WINCH, courts could rule against the will 

of the Legislature because the legis­
lation was based on a report The Premier said that “we (the 
Legislature) have a right to say what we mean."

♦ ♦ ♦
As the House sat In the afternoon lat-comers continued to 

bring In reports of the wild scene outside. It was like Mark 
Twain's description of a westerp windstorm. They reported 
fences were going by on the wings of the wind, trees were 
toppling and strong men could lean on the air for support

But the House worked on In the dim- light that filtered 
through dusty celling windows.

Young Mr. Winch thought that It was a very bad thing to 
be considering this (Utility)) BUI In the dark—It might have a 

bad effect on the public. Mr. 
CONSIDERING UTILITY Winch Is an electrician and Mr. 
BILL IN DARK DEPLORED. Anscomb suggested he might do 

something about the lights. Mr. 
Maitland found It hard to apply his mind In “this atmosphere" 
of darkness. Prime Minister Fattullo said his mind worked 
equally weU In light or dark.

Then Mr. UphUl, who had been snubbed tor his complaint 
about the lack of light, carried In a candle.

That seemed to settle the matter. The House adjourned 
until evening with a hope that the lights would be on.

They were. .
♦ ♦ ♦

AU Is not happy In the C.CJF. household.
Superficially the nose dive of Dr. Telford whUe out gunning 

for the government on graft charges has been forgotten. But 
It rankles In the party and the six members who had to watch 
the debacle of their lone wolf coUeague have had their heads 
close together.

Meanwhile the explosive doctor Is away for the week-end 
and tempers have a chance to cool. Nobody wlU say anything 

officially but Indignation of the 
EXPLOSIVE DOCTOR C.C.F. House group Is too genuine 
AWAY FOR WEEK-END. \o be Invisible.

Whatever the outcome the breach 
that existed between the doctor and his seatmates has widened.

That mighty document, the Utilities Act with Its 136 
tlons, was the Job of the day. The House was In a serious m, 
and each clause of the bUl received Its due attention.

I That section which gtvee the commission right to
t of same back to tl

DOUBTS THAT ACT WILL and commendation. Mr. 
REALLY CONTROL UTILITIES. Maitland was suspicious 

■z* that It might work a grave
hardship on smaller utilities. Mr. Winch, the younger, was not 
worrying so much about the utilities. What he wanted to know 
was: Will the act really control utilities?

Prime Minister Pattullo suggested that B. C utilities wers
_____so confident In the government they did not want to even look at
ÉBS the bill.

There might have been Just a hint of a smile on the face of 
Wendell B. Farris, K C, at this remark. Mr. Farris Is keeping 
an eye on things for the chief utilities of British Columbia.

-4- 4- -f
When some future historian begins to write of this session 

he will no doubt mention the day of the big wind. Like the 
famous winter of the blue 

COMMISSIONERS! TO BE snow It will become a tradition. 
NAMED FOB TEN YEARS. But even with nature on a 

rampage our legislators must 
have their bit of a joke. The new public utilities commissioners 
are to be appointed for ten years, depending, of course, on "good 
behavior." Somebody asked the attorney-general to give a 
definition of "good behavior."

"It’s the way the attorney-general acts,” chirped Mr. Wlsmer. 
“When?” asked Mr. Maitland.
Then they went back to the grim tussle with the many legal 

tentacles of the bllL
•f 4 4

The House Is ready for the grand stampede which la a 
characteristic of what they always hope Is the “last week."

When they trotted home for the weekend on Friday night 
members were confident they would finish their business by 
Thursday of next week.

There Is still Important legislation before the House and It 
Is going to mean work morning, afternoon and night.

There Is nostalgia In the legislators for the family fireside 
and the chatter of the little woman.

Merchant members cast an anxious eye toward Christmas 
business.

It will be six weeks on Tuesday since the wheels of this 
legislative factory began grinding out more acts for the lawyers 
to argue about.

: = '------------------ •

Have You Had Alfalfa Today ?| 
LeBourdais’ Newest Slogan

Cariboo Member Propounds Brand New Salad 
To Accompany Meats He Has Safely Graded..

FARMERS whose cash revenues are often pretty slim, may 
draw some comfort from the prospect held out by Louis 
LeBourdais, M.L.A. for the Cariboo and father of the Beef 

Grading Act, that they may keep body and soul together by 
feeding eut of the cattle’s alfalfa pile.

Lpuis does not envisage such a primitive condition, but it 
w6i#b round in that direction,

He quotes chapter and verse to 
| show what men like Dr. Lash-Mil- 
! 1er of the University of Toronto,
| Prof. Sadler and Prof. David 
A Laird of the University of British ]
I Columbia have done In proving 
3 the hitherto unrecognized merits 
a of alfalfa not only as a food for 
| animals but, under proper pro 
I cessing, also for humans.

As an Ingredient of baby food,
| he says, It Is rated high In the 
I leading medical research institu- 
$ tlons of the world.

What It does In toning up such 
B inferior fry as racehorses, cows, 
j foxes, mink and chickens is Just 
sbeyond credibility—like a snootful 
I of rum with the difference that 
I the effect Is permanent, claims 
■the Cariboo member. , I
|b. C.'s PRODUCTION.

Malnutrition has been over- 
Icome among the natives of sev- 
leral parts of Africa, where they 

lave been encouraged to use the 
)der green shoots of alfalfa as 
: use spinach, he contends, 

some parts of the United 
he explains, bunches of

■salad Ingredient, whllem sections 
jof Cariboo and no doubt In other 
■ parts of Canada, It Is used In 
I soups, similar to parsley, and oc- 
|otslonally mixed with wheatlets.

In fact, he says, the posslblll- 
of alfalfa are unlimited.

Going Into statistics, Mr. Le 
|Bourdals shows British Colu 

a's present alfalfa acreage Is 
(slightly above 50,000 acres; and 

while the acreage has 
"1 per cent during the past eight 

there are many thousands 
of acres suitable for the produc­
tion of this most versatile of all 

l crops.

BGBhSjB; '■ •; i
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[: That Would Be Something

THERE Is not very much that can be 
said on one side of the affair of Dr.

I Telford and his charges about the Pat- 
Itullo bridge contracts, and what can be ! 
I said on the other has been said by all the 
I friends of the government, with a smug- 

of conscious rectitude which only 
E fails to be amusing in the numerous in- 
1 stances where it succeeds in being rather 
I nauseating hypocrisy.
] It is very weÛ to say, as one highly- ; 
Sèynical commentator puts it, that it was 
1 all better fun than the movies and almost ■ 
;i equal to the grand humor of throwing 
1 custard pies—but there still remain a few 
j disturbing questions. Dr. Telford has 
I failed in what he undertook to do, and he 
"must be left to take the consequences.
;j But something much more important than 
j Anything about Dr. Telford falls to be said.

It is to be said, and it ought to be said ] 
j until a respectable answer is forthcoming, 
[that the sequel and anticlimax of Dr. Tel-, 
I ford’s failure may be any number of things, : 
! amusing or melancholy, but one thing .it j 
| is not. It very certainly is not a general 
I jail delivery and certificate of reformed 
| character for the system of government 
j eontracts.

What is the general belief about these 
I contracts? It is generally believed that ] 
«there is a regular and accepted custom of ] 
8 a rakeoff from the public funds which go 
jib pay for contracted public works, for the j 
[Benefit of the party organization of the 
B party in office. In a word, campaign ' 
IfUnds.

You will get no public admission of the 
1 existence of this system from any poli- 
jtfdan, in office or out And you will get 

i public denial. What you will get, in 
gpublic (because in private you will get the 

hole category of disclosure of a base and ' 
irrupting traffic, whispered behind the 

|hand) is just a silence, and what has all 
i the color and circumstance of a conspiracy 

’ silence.
You can’t put your finger on anything 1 

ire, you will find. Nobody will man- 
illy avow this system in the broad light j 

3 of day, tell you what is the item of party 
jtunds in the Cost of public works by con- 
Btract, tell you who pays the money to j 
■whom and what it is really for and what 
lit buys afid what it sells. The probability 
■is, that very few men, even in the inner 
■counsels of a political party, know. Cabi- 
|net ministers and even prime ministère 

" iave even been known to boast that they 
not know—meaning that they took 

1 care not to know.
It would be a fine thing if somebody j 

r office, in Canada now, in British Co- 
jlumbia now, would get up and say in 

on his responsibility as a paid 
t of the people and his honor as a 

that he did know about the accusa- 
i of rakeoffs in government contracts , 

■ the benefit of party funds—and that 
" at it was i 

I be a

somebody in the Pattullo government I 
jcould get up and say, with the necessary 
[evidence to prove what he said, that the 
jtfour millions paid by the people of British 
[Columbia for the Pattullo bridge has not 
[included one cent of rakeoff for the secret 
[funds of any political party.
I That wduld be more interesting than 
jany movie indeed.

[Appraisal Would Cost
l. C. Electric $500,00 

ILITIES BILL f l | 

.IS UNDER PRE
-onservativesUppose
Wide Powers of Com- 

, . mission.
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 3—Appraisal 
of the property value of the B.C. 
Electric Railway Co. by the Pub­
lic Utilities Board will cost the 
company $500,000.

Credit for such an expenditure 
will be allowed to the company 
In determination of light and 
power rates by the commission.

The commission Is not limited 
as to the number of appraisals It 
may make within any given time.

The foregoing facts were made 
known to the Legislature Fri­
day afternoon when the Public 
Utilities BUI was under considera­
tion, by Premier Pattullo.
FIGHTS PASSAGE.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva­
tive leader, vigorously opposed 
the passage of section 48 which 
authorized the commission to-be-| 
appointed to make ^appraisals at 
will, at the cost of public utilities. 
He said that he had no brief foi 
the B.C. Electric, but the work 
Involved would be a tremendous 
one.

He recalled that Premier Pat- 
tullo had previously opposed a] 
public utilities act, as suggested 
by the Conservatives, on .the] 
ground that It would cost $1,000,- 
000 to obtain Information.

The Premier replied that It 
would be a costly operation, and 
the B.C. Electric Co. would have 
to pay out $500,000. The com- 

ly has carefully considered It, 
and while objecting to some . 
visions, has not voiced protest 
against this particular section.

"1 am concerned about the] 
smaller companies and the put 
11c,’’ declared Mr. Maitland. “Thj 
costs that may be put oh a 
company by this section mlgl 
be high enough to put them oi 
of business."

|| CALLS IT "VICIOUS."
Continuing his attack, Mr.] 

| Maitland said that the 
I was “vicious.” There was 
j limit whatever on the 
j that could be piled up by la'

, engineers and.

i and
| cal'. JHH

t it took two 
enormous 
It did to 

I report on

companies will go broke If th$1 
charges are akin to some com-1 
missions.’’

Premier Pattullo—And lawyers 1 
too.

Mr. Maitland—Yes, and nowa- I 
days one lawyer ts not enough! 
for a commission, there must be 1 
at least two. Similarly it nowl 
takes two lawyers to prosecute I 
for the crown at the Vancouver I 
assizes, when previously one was I 
sufficient.

Attorney-General W1 s m e r I 
Joined In that members of the I 
bar approved of the additional I 
lawyer at the assizes. .1

"I never heard of It It has! 
never been before the Bar Assod-1 
atlon, and I have been an official I 
of that body for some time," re-1 
torted Mr. Maitland.
APPEAL ALLOWED.

Returning to his attack on the I 
section of the bill before the I 
House, Mr. Maitland pointed out! 
that there was no appeal from I 
the charges that the Utilities I 
Board might assess a utility as I 
costs for an appraisal.

The attorney-general pointed [ 
out that appeal could be made to I 
the Lleutenant-Govemor-ln-Coun-| 
dl. He asked It the Conservative [ 
leader suggested that the costs! 
should be borne by the province. [

Mr. Maitland did not think that! 
the cabinet'was the proper body! 
to which appeal should be made.! 
It was a case of the man and the I 
master. The cabinet was the mas-1 
ter and the real administrative! 
body of the Utilities Act

Conservative members followed! 
their leader In assaulting the pro-l 
posai. Then -the lights In the Leg-1 
Islative Assembly went out and! 
the fight went on for a time ln| 
the dark.

| APPEAL TO COURT.
In considering other sections of I 

I the bill, J. A. Paton, Conservative,? 
[Point Grey, registered protest| 
[against the measure of controls 
[by the cabinet that was contem-l 
[plated. Municipalities would, hej 
| saw, become absolutely at thej 
| power of the government Insofar! 
[as their relations with utilities! 
| were concerned.

“Would you have appeal to the| 
| courts?" asked the attomey-gen-[ 
lend.

"Yes, I would," responded the! 
I member for Vancouver Point) 
1 Grey.

Herbert Anscomb, Conservai 
tive, Victoria—As far as this blllj 

| Is concerned utilities are In thel 
same relationship to this govern-! 

||ment as the Jews are to Hitler]

i them for It.
Uphill, Fende, who 

“ Î the adjournn 
B the lights s



Government’s Plan to Avoid
AttackedGasoline H

Isays it mil
ICAUSE TROUBLE
I Amendment Would Place | 

Price Control Under 
New Commission.

By TORCHT ANDERSON.
I Daily Province Stall Correspondent, 

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—By amend- 
J ing the Coal and Petroleum Act 
| Attorney-General Wlsmer may 
I reap more trouble than advan- 
I tage In the opinion of R. L. Malt- 
| land, Conservative leader.

Speaking to the amending bill 
lin the Legislature on Friday 
night Mr. Maitland, who an­
nounced that he would not vote 
gainst the bill, took the general 

fctand that the amending bill 
a matter of doubtful prac-

Itlce.
a By placing control of gasoline 
B prices In the hands of the Pub- 
j 11c Utilities Commission, which 
Bis to be appointed shortly, the 
I Government of B, C. would 
1 escape from the legal Impasse in 
I which It now finds itself, de- 
B clared Mr. Maitland.
3 Incidentally, the expense of a 
j separate commission for the ad- 
| ministration of the Coal and Pe- 
I troleum Act would be removed.
! INTENDED TO CLARIFY.

Hon. Gordon Wlsmer explained 
I the purpose of the amendment 
I was simply to clarify the govern- 
I mentis intention in the matter of 
I price-fixing. He realized, he said, 
[that It was not good practice to 
g debate matters in the House 
I which were the subject of lltiga- 
'i tion, but in this case it was neces- 
E sary.
j The Macdonald report on the 
t petroleum products distribution 
3 system In B.C., he went on, had 
i suggested that the price of gaso- 
I line wasvhlgher than it should 
'j be and the profits from It made it 
I possible lor oil companies to sell 
g fuel oil at low cost in competi- 
5 tion with B.C coal 
I It was argued during the hear- 
ling on the injunction to restrain 
j price cuts that the government 
(had the Macdonald report in 
S mind when it was legislating for 
i price-fixing, and, for that rea- 
] son, the Coal and Petroleum Act 
| was unconstitutional, since the 
I report had dealt with the opera- 
jtloris of a California company 
| operating in B.C.

Mr. Wlsmer said an amend- 
I ment was necessary to show be- 
I yond question that the oi "
I the Legislature had In ml 
I it passed the Coal and Petroleum] 
I Act was the setting of a fair I *
I for B.C. gasoline consumers.
1 Mr. Maitiagd asked If Mr. Jua-J 
Itlce Manson, a granting the In­
junction against the province, 

sly connected the Macdon- 
xi rt with the pricedhdng 

| legislation.
I. Mr. Wlsmer replied that this 
(appeared to be the basis of his 
(decision in granting the lnjunc- 
| tion, and the assumption that 

l stepping outside • the 
when it attempted

cSH? the province. It was sug-|
gested we aimed at fixing ollH 
prices in relation to coal prices. I 

] That Is not the case," Mr. Wis-1 
I mer added.

“I consequently felt it my duty] 
to bring In this amendment 
the act declaring our Intentions. I 
The act does not implement or I 

I carry Into effect any report ] 
Neither does the amendment" 

j the attorney-general explained.
"This Is price-fixing only in aj 

provincial aspect. I had not! 
thought this explanation neces-1 
sary before the litigation was |

I commenced.
OF NO EFFECT.

"I cast no aspersions on the 1 
Macdonald report But I do say it I 
did not affect the Legislature Inn 
its action regarding the Coal andjj 
Petroleum Act"

Mr. Maitland said IT the Mac-1 
donald report were correct andjj 
the people of B. C were being ex-f 
ploifed by oil companies, the! 
Legislature had every right to I 
put a stop to it While he thought | 
the retroactive nature of the I 
amendment was bad practice, he [ 
would not oppose it 

He could not see that any act I 
of the Legislature passed at this jj 
time could wipe out what had 6 
been done In the past, and few I 
governments would attempt to 6 
bolster legislation in this fashion j 
when litigation was proceeding. I 

‘As soon as you pass this bill 8 
| you emphasize a point which you { 
yourself deny—namely, that the 
government had the Macdonald £ 
report in mind when It legis-1 

listed to control gasoline prices,” |
| Mr. Maitland warned.

“This Is a precautionary meas-j, 
ure which may save us a trip# 
to the Privy Council," Mr. Wls-| 
mer Interposed.
NOT NECESSARY.

Mr. Maitland said It was notf 
a necessary measure. There wash 
another and a safer way out If] 
it were proved or argued that the* 
Coal and Petroleum Act Is tiedfi 
up in any way with the Macdon-! 
aid report, the government could j, 
simply place coal and petroleum 8 
products under the Public Utili-| 
ties Commission and scrap the 
old act

H. E. Winch, C. C F, Vancou-f 
ver East, said it was a peculla 
situation where courts could rule 
against legislation because it* 
was based on the report of a| 

| commissioner.
Any important legislative 

l was invariably preceded by some| 
sort of investigation, with a com-j 
mission and reports. It was 
sentlal to plan with a sound back-1 
ground of Information for lei 

llation.
It was time, he said, the court’s] 

and the Legislature’s relationship 
was determined.

He did not agree with Mr. Malt-1 
land's suggestion that the amend-J 
ment was bad practice. Anything 
done for the benefit of the peop 
was good practice.

[why RESTRICT nr

Mr. Winch regretted the at-1 
tomey-general had not 
steps to protect other _ 
laws In the same way is he i 
posed to do In this Instance, 
legislation might be

“And we are restricting ourselves I 
here to one act," he pointed out | 

“In years to come there may be | 
other challenges."

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-1 
live, Victoria, thought it wash 
recognized that the legislation [ 
respecting coal and petroleum 1 
was based on the Macdonald re-1 
port If It were not so, what had! 
been the use of the commission,! 
which cost $125,000, he queried. | 

It was the retroactive feature \ 
of the bill to which he objected. r 
How could business men and. 
capltallsts be expected to try to B 
develop the country it they have | 
a tear of legislation wiping out# 
their contentions in court? Mr. | 
Anscomb asked.

Macgregor Macintosh, Con-1 
eervative, Islands, insisted that', 
continuity of policy was vital lnjf 
the House. If every new party , 
wishes to go against precedent it 
would bring chaos. "We know 
the rules of the game,” he said. 
“You can’t change them for eachf 
occasion." The Impression wa 
going abroad that the power « 
the courts was in Jeopardy.

The Conservative party had notj 
opposed the Coal and Petroleu 
Act, but it had predicted It would 
be attacked because It was 
hurried. The same applied in the I 
case of the amendment If legls-i 
lation had not been rushed a 
through, but had been carefully-! 
considered, the courts would not| 
be burdened as they are. 
ABSOLUTE RULE.

The will of the Legislature, < 
dared Premier T. D. Pattullo,* 
must be absolute. The Leglsla-t 
ture should “absolutely and 
quallfiedly rule,” he said.

The United Kingdom e 
whose decisions were admittedly 
examples for the world, alwa 
based Judgments on Jhe wording* 
of a statute, which expressed t1"" 
intention of a government 

"All this Legislature tried to ( 
was to express the will of the 2 
people regarding the gasoline g 
tax,” he declared. “This House i 
the final authority. The final au 
thority rests with the people.] 
The courts, of course, will Inti 
prêt the meaning of the statut! 
and the will of the people."

The courts held that the act! 
Intended to interfere with trade § 
and commerce.

“It Is the duty of this House to I 
pass this amendment and put the! 
position clear for the courts. That I 
Is all Everyone admits the act I 
Is sound and Ultra vires. Butj 
because the report of a commis-1 
slon refers to things outside the ( 
province's Jurisdiction and Is be- [ 
lieved to have Influenced the gov- j 
eminent, there Is all this litige- 
tion. We are trying to put the | 
courts right on this matter," the | 
Premier said.
BASED ON REPORT.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F, Comox, I 
believed It was obvious the act j 
was based on the Macdonald re- ' 
port It was incredible that it I 
should be necessary to pass the I 
proposed amendment It should | 
not be necessary. It was not pos- | 
stole to wipe out by the amend- j 
ment the fact that the Leglsla-} 
ture did pass the statute relating i 
to coal and petroleum products l 

the Macdonald report in I 
-, I

ISMER PLANS 
CREDITUNIONSj

[Nova Scotia Legislation Is] 
Used As Basis in New 

Measure.
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.-Credit! 
j unions are to be authorized ln|
] British Columbia by a bill mb 
duced in the Legislature Friday* 
evening by Attorney-General Gor-j 

1 don S. Wlsmer.
Based largely on legislation Ini 

I force In Nova Scotia, the bill sets* 
[up machinery for the guidance! 
and conduct of credit groups* 
throughout the province. Features* 

iof the messure Include:
The purpose of the legislation* 

lis tor raising of funds by sub-l 
scription of members, "and such I 

i other means as this act provides,”*
I and of making loans to members.! 
j FIVE-DOLLAR SHARES.

The capital of a credit union* 
J shall consist of an unlimited num-f 
I ber of five-dollar shares.
; The liability of a member shall I 
j be limited to the unpaid amount) 
a owing on his shares. |

i A cerdit union may make loans) 
| only to Its members and only fori 
j a provident, productive, or mer-1 
J chadieing purpose.

Loans are to be supervised by] 
| a credit committee.

The rate of Interest on a loan] 
j shall not exceed 1 per cent] 
I monthly, Inclusive of all charges | 

for making the loan, and shall be| 
j payable only on the unpaid bal-f 
|ance.

Investments are limited, apart | 
| from loans to members, to real* 
j estate for a place In which to con-1 

duct business: bank deposits,] 
bonds of the British Government, ] 

| Canadian Government or of the!
provinces, and in other credit | 

I unions.
Membership Is limited to _ 

sons having a common bond of] 
j occupation or association, or from | 
] a community in a certain neigh-1 
, borhood.

The government will appoint an ] 
inspector to Inspect the operations | 
of credit unions and exercise some | 
measure of superintendence over] 
them. Already in the province! 
there "«re numerous groupe who] 
h«we formed themselves into! 
unions and have been carrying on] 
with some degree of success, but I 
with no legal standing. 
sure now before the Hi 
give them proper status, i 
a» encourage the formation 
other organlzatlosn of stall* j 
pose, it Is stated.
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C. Will Abolish “Blanket Staking C.C.F. to Pick 
House Leader 
After SessionTelford OffersPROSPECTORS

By Dally Province Stall Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Immedi­

ately alter the C. C. F. mem­
bers ol the Legislature have 
"seen the!;- constituents," fol­
lowing conclusion of the pres­
ent session, they will meet the 
executive of the party In Van­
couver and select a House 
leader, It Is authoritatively 
stated here.

Among members there ap­
pears to be little doubt as to 
who will be named.

They say It will' be Harold 
E. Winch, Vancouver East’s 
member, and present whip of 
the group.

E. E. Winch, Burnaby’s vet­
eran, for thirty years a leader 
In labor and Socialist affairs, 
might have been the party's 
choice had he been willing to 
accept a nomination. But he 
will not.

The C. C F. group In the 
House has avoided appointment 
of a chief In the past, in spite 
of warning from the party exec­
utive that unless they decided 
among themselves, the execu­
tive would probably take the 
matter Into Its own hands.

Developments at the present 
session—particularly the situa­
tion arising from Dr. Lyle Tel­
ford’s charges in connection 
with the Pattullo bridge con­
tracts—have caused members 
to reconsider the question. All 
agree that one Is necessary

GET A‘BREAK To Resign Seat
Amehdments to Mining 

Law Announced by 
Asselstine.

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—While per- 
I mlttlng a prospector, for himself 
and as agent, to stake up to eight 
claims In any one area, provisions 
are Included In amendments to 
the Mineral Act now before the 

1 Legislature to prevent "blanket 
I staking.” The amendments go 
I into effect June 1, 1939.
I The purpose of Hon. W. J- 
| Asselstine, minister of mines, Is 
to give legitimate prospectors op-

I portunity to stake In newly-dis­
covered fields. Existing legisla­
tion placed no limits to the num­
ber of claims that could be staked 
as agent by one man; thus an 
area could be "bUnketed.”
DISCOVERY POSTS OUT.

| Other changes Include the 
H doing away with the "discovery 
| poet” on a claim. It will only be
II necessary to put In Numbers 1 
II snd 2 posts. These will carry 
U metal tags.
| The Insistence that any claim 
I to have done assessment work on 
a a property prior to the Issuance 
lot a certificate of work to an- 
j other occupant of the ground 
B must be made within a year is 
I an Important provision. It Is to 
I prevent actions being brought— 
I except within the year—where a 
I property had developed potenti- 
! allties, asserting Interest through 
I prior assessment operations. Un- 
Kder the new legislation, there-] 
| fore, allegations of falsity it af- 
| fldavlts filed for current work 
| must be made within the year.

LAPSED CLAIMS.
| Persons allowing claims to 
Ijapse will not be permitted to re­
stake the same property until It 
has been unoccupied for a year.

Changes In definitions Include 
I the deletion of "rock In place”
| and "the substitution of "mineral 

deposit" '
Changes will also be made In 

the Placer Mining Act to bring 
that measure Into conformity 
with the Mineral Act.

Of more far-reaching effect on 
the mining Industry, It Is ex­
pected, will be changes In regula­
tions In respect to handling of 
reverted crown granted mining1 
properties that have reverted to 
the crown. Previously these have 
gone on a special list of sale, 
properties, which could be leased1 
for two years for exploration;

On Bridge Issue
next fewdaÿï.

"The serious nature of this 
bridge scandal, which is a mini­

Consults His Riding! 
Before Making 

New Charges

ature repetition of the P. G. E. 
and Beauharnols scandals, war­
rants appointment of a royal
commission to Investigate It from 
beginning to end.

"Political patronage and graft 
are the curse of this province. 
These evils lower the efficiency, 
Integrity and self-respect of prac­
tically every man on the job. They

C.C.F. CONFERS

add tremendously to the burden 
of the already overburdened tax­
payers; in fact, to that of every

Legislature in order to “make 
much more serious and extensive 
charges in connection with the 
whole business and constructlor 
of the Pattullo Bridge” and tc 
fight the issue in a by-election.

He served notice that he wil 
demand a royal commission t< 
Investigate all phases of the 
bridge construction, which, he 
says "is a miniature repetition ol 
the P. G. - ‘

citizen of the province.
“I am, therefore, forced to the 

conclusion that this bridge trans­
action, which Is only a typical 
example of what Is going on all
the time, warrants serious consid-1 
eratlon on the part of every Intel-1 
ligent citizen, and that a deter-1 
mined effort must be made to I 
eradicate this social evil before 
we can hope to make much prog­
ress.
FINAL COURT.

"For these reasons, I am ex­
ceedingly anxious to gain the per­
mission of my constituentlal rep­
resentatives to resign my seat in 
the Legislature and contest a by- 
election on the bridge Issue.

"After all, the people are the 
final court of appeal, and upon 
their decision in this matter I am 
willing to stake my future po­
litical career."

E. and Beauharnoii
scandals.”

He will first consult his con 
stituents and get their consent ti 
resign, he said. The provincial ex 
ecutive of the C.C.F., of whicl 
Dr. Telford is a member, mus 
also give its consent
CONSULTS PARTY.

Herbert Gargrave, secretary o Qroft Settlement 
Scheme Studied 
By Government
VICTORIA.

the party, said Dr. Telford hat 
consulted informally with somi 
members of the executive, but n< 
decision will be announced untl 
officers of the constituency havi
been consulted.

Dr. Telford said he withdrew 
his Pattullo bridge charges In the HE HE BU! Legislators of 

[British Columbia will shortly 
study in detail the twenty-eight- 
page report to the British House 
of Commons of Sir Henry Page 
Croft, who toured central areas 
of British Columbia last summer I 
for the purpose of surveying! 
lands for the proposed settlement! 
of 10,000 British families—abouti 
30,000 persons in all.

A few days ago a cable was 
despatched from the Parliament 
Buildings to London asking for 
100 copies of the report.

Text of the report that has 
come to the government indicates 
a large measure of enthusiasm 
Ifor the scheme on the part of Sir 
Henry and his associates. With 
regard to settlement of Britishers 
In Canada the report says:

"We were struck with the fact 
that whilst failures are much ad­
vertised, success Is rarely alluded

Legislature only temporarily, "t 
cause of certain technical!tiet 
"But I am prepared to stake n 
future political career on prei

163,000 FARM ACRES
(CP)—AVICTORIA, Dec. 3. 

til survey party which Investi- 
a ted 125,000 acres In the Prince 
eorgearea, has reported to the 
ritleh olumbta Government 
lat 103,000 acres constituted

good though undeveloped agri­
cultural land.

Provision lor water-would be 
required In some areas, they said, ] 
but this difficulty might be over­
come by use of cisterns to hold 
the winter runoff.

iment over­
come'and because of a serious 
let-down op the part ol one ol my I 
material witnesses. 1

"Now, alter further Investiga­
tion, I am prepared to make 
much more serious and extensive 
charges in connection with the 
whole business and construction 
ol the Pattullo bridge. *

“So confident am I ol the truth 
of my charges, that I have al­
ready consulted representatives] 
of my constituency requesting 
them to permit me voluntarily to 
[resign my seat In the Legislature 
and run against a government 
candidate In a by-eyection there, 
solely on the Pattullo bridge

mentioned recently by Hon. W. 
Asselstine, minister ol mjnes. 

Both surveys are believed hi
prior to purchase. It Is Intended: 
to throw such daims, numbering 
approximately 2000, open lor re­
stating. _________ to be to dose relation to

government’s settlement p
the Rowell Jadvanced

mission snd

rrrry?

KsaEE



[FEAR NEW TAX 
WILL IMPEDE 
B.C.BUSINESS

| Believe It Will Hit Large 
Number of Local 

Firms.

IT’S “SURPRISE"

(Text of New Bill on Page 8).
British Columbia business In- 

I terests, taken by surprise by Hon 
I John Hart's announcement Frl- 
Iday of a proposed tax on undis- 
r tribu ted corporation profits, to- 
Iday took steps to learn how far 
■ the government Intends to go in 
| a move that may have far-reach- 
|lng effects on industry.

There is still considerable con- I fusion over interpretation of the I amendments announced by the 
I provincial finance minister. Some 
I trade organization officials are 
I of the opinion that the profits 
I tax will have an extremely wide 
I application and that exemptions 
I will be the exception to the gen- 
feral rule.

Others, pointing t* the section 
I of the bill specifying the type of 
I corporations to which the amend- I ment applies, believe that in the 
[final analysis only a few com- 
| panics will be directly affected.
I WHAT BILL SAYS.

The bill says that the tax shall 
I apply "to every corporation in 
I which the majority of the voting
■ power or shares Is In the hands I of not more than five persons and 
I relatives or nominees of any of 
I those persons, or where control
■ of the corporation is by any other 
I means whatever in their hands."

Members of the executive com- 
Imittees of the Insurance, finan- 
IciaT, mining and real estate bu- 
Ireaus of the Board of Trade will|
| meet on Monday mdmlng to dis- 

i implications of the proposed || 
i legislation.

The executive of the Canadian [
|Manufacturers Association, B.C 
I division, will meet Monday eve-11 
|ning for the same purpose.

"One’s first reaction to the In-1 
I come Tax Amendments is one of J|
I surprise," declared Alex McKe 
j vie, chairman of the 
il turers Association, this morning 
| "When he introduced the bud 
1 Mr. Hart stated that ‘no chang 
I are contemplated In the tax sti 
I ture of the province until su 
1 time as definite conclusions have]
I been arrived at, pursuant to 
I Investigation and findings by t 
I Royal Commission on Domh 
1 Provincial Relations.'

"The taxing provisions of the I 
I act hitherto in effect gave the! 
1 minister power to tax undis-1 
Itrtbuted profits in the hands oil 
I a corporation where in his opinion! 
I such profits or reserves were not! 
I being distributed in order to| 
I evade taxation.
| “As I read the new act,
I corporations will be given the I 
I option of paying out to share-! 
I holders undistributed profits, but! 

this distribution is not made,| 
minister may levy a 19 
. tax on any part of the ■ 

hands of the

I of the new act," continu 
I McKelvie, "It seems to be aimed!
| chiefly at holding companies or!
I personal corporations, it is bound!

to apply also to a considerable I 
number of industries in the I 
province, the control of which Is I 
in the hands of a limited number | 
of persons.

"The limit is set by the new I 
act at five persons, but while that I 
number might easily have over I 
SO per cent of the stock of a coreel 
pany, the balance of the stock! 
might be widely distributed, sol 
that it would appear that many] 
other companies besides personal! 
or family corporations would be[ 
affected by the new tax."

Representatives of mining and! 
other industries claimed that the I 
proposed taxation of undis-1 
trlbuted gains might seriously re-| 
tard new development

"Taxation of undistributed! 
profits was tried out under the! 
Roosevelt New Deal and it proved! 
a failure," commented A. E.1 
Jukes, former president of the I 
Vancouver Stock Exchange and! 
president of several mining com-] 
panics.

“Business and Industry found! 
that taxation of undistributed! 
profits discouraged expansion,” 
said Mr. Jukes. "The natural re-| 
action of corporations was to pay! 
out excessive dividends to escape! 
taxation, at the same time de-3 
pleting their treasury of funds! 
required for normal develop-! 
ment."

B. C. to Guarantee 
Municipal Loans
By Dally Province staff corresponde,,. 

I VICTORIA, Dec. 3—The province I 
will guarantee municipal borrow,! 
togs from the Dominion on a 21 
per cent basis for self-liquidating! 
works. This was the subje 8 

I matter of the "Municipal ~
provements Assistance Act" bull 
which was introduced into the! 
Legislature on Friday by Hon. A, I 

[wells Gray, minister of municipal | 
i affairs.

In guaranteeing the loans of I 
[the municipalities, the govern-1 
ment protects itself against loss. I 

[Provisions in the measure id-] 
(tide:

Municipalities may borrow! 
without the necessity of securing! 
consent of the ratepayers, on ap-J 

of the loan by the |
ment;

Loans shall be secured by 
"first mortgage or hypothec or! 
other charge” covering the work;! 

In addition to the mortgage on! 
self-llouldatlos work, the to 

shall “be binding on the mu 
pality."

i In the Legislature

! ONLY HOLDING 
COMPANIES Ml

—HON. JOHN HART I

| New Tax Will Not Affect g 
Ordinary Firms, Says 

Finance Minister.
By TOBCHY ANDERSON.

| Dally Province Staff Correspondent. |
VICTORIA, Nov. 5.—Ordinary!

I business will not be affected ini 
] any way by the amendments to I 
I the Income Tax Act introduced!
I by Hon. John Hart, minister of | 
j finance last week.

Mr. Hart makes it clear that it I 
I is not his poUcy to pull down busi-j 
I ness reserves. On the other hand, I
■ he says his department has en t 
I couraged building up reserves.

The amendment hits at a few!
1 holding companies which, he|
■ claims, now avoid surtax by piling g 
I up undivided profits.

He declares emphatically that lt| 
I has no relation to the undivided! 
I profit tax in United States.

Ordinary companies and cor-l 
I poratlons in B. C. won't even! 
I know the new tax provisions exist,| 
I he declares. *

INSURANCE TAXATION.
Here’s an example of the hold-1 

ing companies it WU1 reach. Ate 
small group, say four or five, own! 
and control a big business. Outf 
of it they take large salaries andfi 
expenses. They find themselves! 
with surplus profits which, be-l 
cause not distributed as dividends,! 
are not taxable.

These surpluses they throw intol 
an incorporated holding company,! 
where surplus undivided profits! 
acculate. Under the amendment,| 
the minister of finance has the 
right to tax the company, after a| 
warning period of thirty days.

The new method taxation of life| 
insurance companies is something: 
that has been in effect in mosi 
other provinces, and is said to 
have been done at the request ot| 
the companies.

| Opposes Morning 
| House Sittings

y DaUy Province Staff Correspondent! 
? VICTORIA.—R. W. Bruhn, Con-1 

vatlve, Salmon Arm, protested 5j 
I when Capt Sid Leary, govern-! 
[ment whip, announced at public! 
[accounts committee meeetlng that! 

norning sittings would commence! 
lomorrow in the Legislature.

It was unfair to opposition! 
nembers, Mr. Bruhn pointed out.!

"How can we prpperly digest! 
I the heavy legislation that may bel 
[brought down, if we are called! 
| upon to sit in the chamber morn-1 
ling, afternoon and night?" he| 
I demanded.

There was no answer.

“Non-Committal"
VICTORIA.—Frank Murphy of I I Pouce Coupe and Arthur Smith! 

lot Wembley today told Hon! 
■ Frank MacPherson about the! 
[Montanan Pass trail The dele-1 
[gates were Introduced to,thei 
| minister of public works by Harry | 
|Perry, M.L.A., Prince George,! 
| who made an eloquent plea ln| 

behalf before the House |

, — “cordial” reception was 
I way the men from the Montanan 

I described their reception by Mr.
I MacPherson, but, they added,1 
“non-committal “ ■

FARMERS RAP 
WEEDP0L1CYI

| Macdonald In Clash With | 

Saanich Delegates.
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent [

VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — Demand-1 
I Ing that the government take re- [
I sponslbility for enforcing protec-1 
I tive action under the Noxious [
I Weeds Act, belligerent repre-1 
I sentatlves of North Saanich I 
I farmers appeared before the agri-f 
I culture committee of the Legls-1 
j lature today.

They insisted that the act, |
I awaiting enforcement at this ses-1 
I slon, should contain a clause I 
I making appointment of a com-f 
I mittee of farmers a matter for| 

the department of agriculture.
I Dr. K. C. MacDonald, minister! 
I of agriculture, bluntly informed! 
| the delegates that the department! 
| would do no such thing.
| VOTE IMPOSSIBLE.

Power was provided under the! 
I act for 60 per cent, of the farmers! 
I of any district to elect a com-J 
I mittee which would enforce con-| 
1 tfol of noxious weeds.

Capt C. R. Wilson asserted! 
[that it was impossible to get 601 
| per cent, of farmers to vote on 
| any such measure. They wou *
| not bother, he said.

Since the law said that noxlou 
j weeds should be controlled, ltj 
| was up to the department to i 
| they were. •

If the people of Saanich hav 
| not got the courage to set up 
jsuch a committee or go to the! 
j police, the department is not g»S 
| Ing to do anything,” said Dr.J 
| Macdonald.

"The department is sliding ou 
| of its responsibility,” Capti 
] Wilson charged, 
j "Then, get into organized t 
[ritory and you’ll solve the situa.] 
I tlon,” Dr. Macdonald advised.
I NO DICTATORSHIPS.

"That's Just side-tracking the| 
| issue," said Captain Wilson.
] ‘The department is not going 
I to set up any dictatorship,"
| minister Insisted.

"That's not what we ask. We 
| only want an advisory commitl 
I I’ll bet that if the minister were| 
I to consult the department 
| dais in this committee they wi 
I agree with me,” Captain Wil 
| challenged.
| "If they did agree 
I wouldn’t hold their Jobs long,”| 
| MacDonald replied.
| Captain Wilson took this as i 
| threat "My opinion of this de-| 
] pertinent has certainly go:
| down," he added.
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STREET CORNERS
» By Torchy Anderson

X 7ICTORIA, Dec. 5.—We were sitting In a darkened mem- 
V bers’ room the other day watching on a flickering screen 

a quick-changing panorama ol mkny-colored alpine meadows, 
distant blue mountains with crowns of fresh 

FRESH AIR. snow. We could almost believe we were breath­
ing the fresh tang jf the mountain air Instead 

of the musty atmosphere which prevails in the badly-ventilated 
halls of this ancient pile. They were showing members a pic­
ture of the magnificent country that lies adjacent to the Hope- 
Prlnceton road—or, rather, tile road which Is still mostly hope. 

♦ > ♦
After you look at a picture like that It Is easy to under­

stand why the men who kniw the country are ever pressing 
forward to the goal of a highway which would join 

LURE. Princeton and the Okanagan with the Fraser River at 
Hope. The picture was taken on The Three Brothers 

game reserve. Here In park-llke country the big mule deer 
wander Into the view-finder of the photographer, the grouse 
send the sound of their proud drumming echoing Into the hills, 
smaller birds dart through the trees like flashes of color In the 
sunlight.

It's a country of scattered bluffs of evergreens, mountain 
tarns that lie like pools of paint in tiny hollows, where the wild- 
flowers dance to the tune of the breeze on every hillside.

. ♦ ♦ *
As I wandered away from the pictured beauty of this spot 

I ran Into Charlie Tupper, member for Similkameen and ardent 
. advocate of the Hope-Princeton road. Mr. Tup- 

ADVOCATE. per knows and loves this country with some­
thing that surpasses economic advantages which 

would accrue from completion of the partly-built highway.
Over the surveyed route of the highway it Is some eighty- 

eight miles from Hope to Princeton. From the Hope end about 
ten miles has been built and there Is a rough road for some dis­
tance farther. From Princeton there Is a road to Allison Sum­
mit, a distance of fifty miles that can be covered comfortably In 
an hour and three-quarters.

♦ ♦ ♦
Mr. Tupper has driven over mo>t of the route, holidayed In 

the country it taps. He. knows ltt beautiful heavily-timbered 
valleys and the paises from which you get a 

SHORT CUT. breath-taking view of the mountains of the 
Coast Range.1 He thinks the most Important 

thing about the projected roai Is lb easy grades and safe loca­
tion. There are none of the heart-stepping heights of the Fraser 
Canyon, nor the dizzy overhangs of the Thompson.

It will lead to the famous pools of the Skagit, where the big 
trout already attract those who are willing to take to horseback 
or use their own two feet

From Princeton to Vancouver over the Merritt route It Is 
380 miles, via the shortest United States route, 425 miles. Via 
the Hope road it would be 250 miles. They think its completion 
would mean a drive of seven hours from Penticton to Vancouver, 
and five from Princeton.

♦ ♦ >
The government says it has not enough money to finish 

the Hope-Princeton road. Those who have steadfast faith In the 
route and never ceased to hope for its completion, 

MONEY, look optimistically to Ottawa. Their prayer Is that 
Big Brother will make a generous donation some 

day toward the cost of the project
Charlie Tupper will tell you that 31,000 Canadian cars 

cleared through the port at Osoyoos last year, nearly all of 
them going to or from Vancouver. Those cars would have gone 
direct via Hope had there been a good highway completed over 
the surveyed route.

On the Lower Similkameen, where they have been left 
without railway service, the new road would offer direct 
connection with the big Vancouver market.

From much of the Okanagan the traffic would .find an outlet 
coastward by the same route. It would be a vital link between 
the coast and the southern Interior.

No one has yet said anything ‘ officially about Its military 
significance. From this angle It would be highly Important In 
event of hostilities on this coast.

Charlie Tupper proves his claim that the road would be a 
good business Investment for British Columbia by telling about 

the rich mining developments In the Similkameen, 
BUSINESS. Its timber, fruit and cattle. He tells of the big 

loss In revenue through thousands of Canadian 
mg coastward via United States.

He hopes it win not be too long before the people of this 
• 1 and thousands of visitors may know the glory of the

skyline that ties southward along the Interna- 
— The glaciers run to numbers that tax a casual

And If Charlie Tupper keeps on getting himself elected 
■ some day he w.ll be driving over the Allison summit anddnwn the siope tows -d the Fraser, through thrSeïïTûr ÎSS 

lock, and final y turning toward Vancouver where the mnüü 
th*banka 01 th*

ITËLFÔRDSËEKSl
ROYALENQUIRY

S Direct Çollusion Charged | 
Between Government 

And Company.
Direct collusion between the I 

iPattullo government and the Do-1 
$ minion Bridge Company in re-1 
jgard to construction of the Pat-1 
Itullo Bridge, was charged by Dr.[ 

Lyle Telford, M.L.A., In address-j 
Sing a packed meeting Sunday| 
[ night In Moose Hall.

In a flery attack on alleged gov-1 
rament graft and corruption,| 

punctuated by frequent applause,! 
[Dr. Telford:
jh—Reiterated his charge of gross!

over payment for steel used In | 
[construction of the bridge;
|2—Declared he Is now In posses-l 
I sion of authentic documents! 
[confirming Information he was| 
[precluded from using as swon 
[evidence at the enquiry at Vlo 
Storia, owing to pledges given *ls| 
[informants;
|3—'°n the ground that hlsl 
| charges had been thrown out| 
[only because of a "technicality," 
-demanded a royal commission, in-| 
[eluding the services of experts, I 
y Investigate them.
|4—Repeated his offer to reslg 

his seat It his constltuenc 
[committee agrees, and tight a by-| 
[election on the Issue.
| CONTINUES ATTACK.

Dr. Telford combined his con 
[tinued attack on the bridge con 
[tract with the confident predie 
[tion he would be elected Vancou-1 
Iver’s next mayor.
I Regarding the first Issue he < 
[dared that should he secure 
[royal commission to Investigate! 
[the contract, Its findings will " 
[sufficient to “wreck" the gov 
|ment

If elected mayor, he will . 
Iceed to put Into practice prtnd-| 
■pies of public ownership, esp 
I tally as regards public utilltiei 
[electrical power, telephones, etc.
|—and certain commodities sucl 
[as milk and bread. The 
Fnffldals of the Vancouver l,„
I department would, he Implied, 1 
| fired If he Is elected to office.

Among the documents was 
1 letter purportedly signed by C. D j 
B Hobbs of C. D. Hobbs A 
J Ltd., Vancouver, to a British steel] 
[firm, In which the price of $14 
| per ton for steel was mention 1 
I followed by the advice that 1 
I “various” steel companies In Can-| 
lada had established a price" t*
I $190 to $200 a ton, and that 
[would be unwise to disturb 
[arrangement, especially as 
[government would have to I
I on the price.

“At the m 
on a technicality

II Hobbs said he !

------ . wanted to ’welsh' on
a friend of mine I could have goi 
him to swear that this was an, 
exact copy of the original letter. 

H But I had given my sworn pledge 
| not tot
I HAS TWO WITNESSES.

“As a result of not welshing. 
| I have two witnesses who are I 
willing to go on the stand, asl 

[they have more confldence now] 
[than they had."

Reviewing the lengthy ne-| 
gotiatlons leading up to the tin 
award of the bridge contract,! 
Dr. Telford declared that Major 
W. G. Swan had acted as con-1 
suiting engineer for the succes-l 
slve companies Involved, and ini 
his capacity as consulting engl-l 
neer for the New Westminster] 
Harbor Board had passed onl 
plans approved by him as engl-| 

| neer lor the bridge.
He stated that Premier Pat-| 

Itullo had "engineered" the bill 
I which permitted the company to 
construct the bridge, that the! 
government had agreed to give! 

I the company $225,000 for thel 
charter held by the Fraser River) 

I Bridge Co., and charged that/ 
] there was collusion between gov-l 
jernpient and company.
| CITES OTHER CONTRACTS.

“This sort of thing has got toj 
| be stopped," he declared. “It I 
] one of the most disgraceful of 

government contracts, aldn to t 
P.G.E., to the Bren gun anfl the 

iBeauharaois cntracts."
He quoted with approval from | 

I an editorial touching the question 
[which appeared In Saturday's! 
[Dally Province.

"Speaking of newspapers," he I 
[sâld, “I take off my hat to The 

'nee. As it pointed out, not 
I one person In the government at 
I Victoria dares to get up and say 
| there was no graft In the building j 
| of the bridge."

As candidate for mayor, Dr. j 
[Telford declared that “when” he 
[was elected, all bids on contracts 
[would -have to be made In the]

He promised to deal with un-1 
[employment “efficiently and hu- 
[manely." It was Impossible to 
[“pull down the taxes overnight,"
| he said; the “system” would have 
| to be taken over gradually.

He criticized the "tinsel," "hy- 
| pocrisy" and "ballyhoo" which he 
[asserted is gathering about the 
[visit of the King and Queen to 
[Canada next summer. Stating 
| that Their Majesties would prefer 
“a simple visit," he said they were 

[deserving of respect. “That re- 
| spect I would give,” he added.

He criticized finally the present 
I allegedly-dangerous method of 
[storing gasoline In tanks In the 
[city, and the higher officials on 
| the police force.

“When I go In as mayor, they 
[can get ready to go out," be de- 
[dared In reference to the latter.
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Our B. C. Stipendiaries j

THE House at Victoria, struggling with 
lesser affairs and greater, has got 

round to the case of the stipendiary magis- 
It appears

The Latest Exampli MEMBERS OF C.C.F,
NOTHING could better illustrate the 

muddle and mischief which the Pat- 
tullo government Is making of the ad­
ministration of British Columbia than its 
latest “dying hours” attempt to bolster the 

.hasty legislation of last session by which it 
assumes the right and authority to lower 
the price of gasoline in British Columbia.

The government has introduced an 
extraordinary amendment to the Coal and 
Petroleum Products Control Board Act, 
and the purpose of it is—only it is the un­
avowed purpose—to shut off the oil com­
panies from their recourse to the courts.

The amendment, retroactive in its ap­
plication, says that the act was not in­
tended to carry out the recommendations 
of the enquiry by royal commission con­
ducted two or three years ago by Mr. Jus­
tice Macdonald. It says that the act was 
not intended to regulate the import and 
export of fuel oil into or from the prov­
ince. And it says that the act does not 
intend by the price regulation of one com­
modity the actual regulation of the price of 
another commodity.

The peculiar animus of this amendment 
is that it seeks to stultify the litigation 
now pending in the courts, by which the 
oil companies seek a declaration that the 
Legislature does not possess the constitu­
tional power to authorize the government 
to fix the price of gasoline.

If the government can get this amend­
ment passed, and If it can get it sustained 
in the courts—which is extremely doubt­
ful—then, in the most amazing and un­
heard-of fashion, it can ride roughshod 
over the processes of legal justice—it can 
slam the doors of the courtroom in the 
faces of its opponents after they have been 
admitte to the courthouse. For it is pre-

OPPOSE BY-ELECT1
trates of British Columbia, 
very strongly that their» case is not what it] 
should be in good public policy.

For it appears that this province is the! 
place where a stipendiary magistrate is not] 
that at all, in the sense that he is not paid 
for his services by stipend or salary. He 
is paid on the very different and very 
dubious system of collecting his own fee 
in court, and generally from the defendant 
in the case who has been found guilty as 
charged.

The obvious objection to this system is 
implicitly recognized by Attorney-General 
Wismer, who says he has been considering 
whether it may not be possible to set up a 
plan by which a number of stipendiary 
magistrates will travel, holding police 
court on circuit, and will be paid a defined 
salary, as city magistrates are now paid.

There is no suggestion here of any 
scandalous condition of miscarriage of jus­
tice by reason of an anomalous system. 
But it certainly is anomalous, to say the 
least, that any dispenser of justice, high or 
low, should be compelled, by the legal defi­
nition of his service, to derive his living 
from the imposts which he himself decrees 
in the process of justice.

The logical statement of the evil here is 
that the stipendiary is obliged to live by' 
finding the defendant guilty. It says much* 
for the saving grace of human nature, by,, 
.which men are commonly better than their 
own institutions, that there has arisen no 
scandal in this matter.

The attorney-general has very prop­
erly admitted that there is a prima facie I 
case for reform here, and reform of some 
sort there should be.

Caucus Regard Telford] 
Action “Individual." ’
By TOUCHY ANDERSON j

Dally Province Staff Correspondent.,
-The C.C.F.VICTORIA, Dec. 5.

.group in the House Is opposedl 
to any be-election in Vancouver] 
East, with the PattuUo bridge! 
charges of Dr. Lyle Tellord as] 
the main issue, and regard the] 
action taken by Dr. Tellord a* 
whoUy "individual."

Part ol the group takes the] 
stand that the whole Incident is] 
aside from the main goal of theirl 
political effort—a social révolu] 
tion when and if the people are 
ready for It Meantime, whether 
the government Is honest or not 
it to not the right kind of a gov] 
ernment in their view.

Others pay more attention ta 
the immediate political scene. 
They see some reason for a resig 
nation and believe it their duty 

| to hunt out Immediate scandal 1® 
| necessary. They see logic In the 
| course suggested by Dr. Telford.

ESTATE TO AID
CITY H0SPI1

Late Henry Town L 
$400,000 to Four 

Institutions.

finishes, a bill wiU be introduce 
to wind up the Town estate, unde 
which Vancouver General Ha 
pltal. Salvation Army, Chrti 
Church and Alexander Orphanag 
will benefit considerably.

It 1s possible that, at presell 
values, the General Hospital ma; 
benefit to the extent of $100,000.

Henry Town died in 1904, leal 
lng a considerable estate, most o 
which was Vancouver real estati 
The four charities named were t 
benefit: General Hospital on

FROM RETAIL AC
I Manufacturers’ Price Can 

Be Cut. I

I By Dally Province Staff Correspondents 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—An amend- 
I ment to the “Commodities Retail 
[Sales Act" before the Legislature 
| has an important bearing on the 
| dispute between the oil and gas- 
loline companies and the govern­
ment.

The bill would exempt both the 
I Coal and Petroleum Control 
Board Act and the Natural Prod­
ucts Marketing Act from the op. 
erations of the Commodities Re* I 

I tall Sales Act.
Under the Retail Act (he 

[method of setting the retail sales 
price of commodities other than 
foodstuffs was defined. It was an 
offensé for a retailer to seU any 
commodity below the price estab­
lished by the producer or manu­
facturer. This meant that gaso­
line retailers could continue to] 
sell at the prices set by the pro­
ducing companies and Ignore the 
instructions of the Coal and Pe-

beneflt IHRRMHBSI . „ 
quarter, Orphanage one eighth,! 
Christ Church one eighth, Salva­
tion Army one half.

It is believed that some $400,000 
remains to be divided among the, 
four.

All parties are said to have] 
agreed. Including representatives 
of the family.

The whole estate to said to 
have had a value of $750,000.

rature»

G55SB»

GAS SALES EXEMI1
By Daily Province Staff Corresponde]

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Before tl 
present session of the Legislatu:
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\FROM THE PRESS GALLERY

I Premier’s Speech on Alaska) 
1 Highway Optimistic at Least

Not as Definite as Might Be Expected 
But Certainly Paved With Good Intentions.

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
VICTORIA. Dec. 6.—II Hon. Frank MacPherson were 

miraculous enough a minister of public works to supply a four- 
lane, curve-banked highway leading straight to paradise, were 
he able to deck It with string-pearl rail guards and pave It with 
gold—some honorable member would kick because It did not 
go through his favorite bank of clouds.

Mr. MacPherson Is not budgeting for any such highways but 
the ordinary private member can always find enough In his 

extensive estimates to bring on the 
URGE OF ORATORY urge of oratory. As a matter of fact 
ON ROAD ESTIMATES, public works estimates are the most 

Interesting In the House. They take 
you places. One moment you are beside the mirror surface of the 
Shuswap, next among the spruce and pine of the Monkman Pass. 
You get fascinating glimpses that lies beyond the last hot dog 
stand, where British Columbia still looks as she did before we 
began to mess about with her.

> ♦ ♦
But it was not some fanciful gold-paved highway of Mr. 

MacPherson’s that held the interest of the House on an item In 
the estimates which did not get its place In the light until the 
marble clock had crept around to almost 1 a.m.

It was Mr. Pattullo's Alaska highway. You might almost 
call it the highway of good intention and broad sweeping 
promises.

Mr. Pattullo made a brief speech which, like all such state­
ments, made up in optimism what it lacked in certainty.

Mr. Maitland declared strenuously that after listening to 
road wants from all over British Columbia all evening this 
highway project seemed "extravagant, unnecesasry, unreason­
able.

• H. ♦ ♦.
The Premier got almost embarrassing support from Mr. 

Uphill of Femie. Mr. Uphill had letters and maps and produced 
both like rabbits from a hat His main arguments seemed to co­
relate the -position of Femie as a main junction point between 
Mexico and Alaska.

Colin Cameron (aid the people he was speaking for had not 
been promised a road tor one hundred years. They had been 
waiting only twenty-five but he still thought the government 
ought-to do something with that sixteen miles of “horrible road” 
that you have to pdas to get to Sayward, north of Campbell 
River.

Mr. Cameron did not think he was asking very much—noth­
ing like a major million dollar highway, just a road end, Mr. 
Chairman. * ______

When Colin Cameron, up-and-coming C.C.F. delegate from 
Comox, finds it necessary, or possible to congratulate Horn 

"Bill" Asselstine, minister of 
BIT.I. ASSF.I.STINE GETS mines, for doing “an excellent 
ANOTHER ACCOLADE. piece of work”— that’s news. It’s 

not news because Mr. Cameron Is 
a carping fellow, but because he Is the sort of •conscientious 
student of public affairs whose backing makes a compliment 
good.

Anyway Colin told Bill that he had done a good Job In 
amending the Mining Act and everybody seemed glad that Bill 
was on his way to make it tough for gentlemen who tried to 
hold mining claims as speculative real estate.

Boiled down to its essentials, the policy of Mr. Asselstine 
seems to be that mining claims are to be worked, not held with 
a hope of sale.

Favorite indoor and outdoor occupa-1 
tion in Victoria and Vancouver: Telling J 
Dr. Telford he should, shouldn’t, should | 
resign his seat in the House.

I
;:§®

■Wi
The collapse of the municipal pensions 

scheme was just the inevitable conse­
quence of a long term of the process 
open-your-mouths-and-shut-your-eyes.

of I

Revenue on Pattullo Bridgt 
$275,000 in the First Year!

J behind the mountains, away from the - 
nier seemed to think Mr. Uphill was 

being too kind. As the member 
for Femie began to get himself 

TO. entangled in a large map of 
North America Mr. Pattullo sug- 

i the Hon. Member had made his, point. The 
i and decided it was his bedti: 
i from Omineca, was all for 1 

i for British Columbians, 1 
- road /

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—In the first full year of operation ofl 
the Pattullo bridge, 1,171,383 cars crossed the span, re-| 

I turning in revenue $274,288, Hon. Frank M. MacPherson,| 
minister of public works told the Legislature early this morn-1 

ling. Operation and maintenance cost $55,883.
Asked by Hon. R. L. Maitland, Conservative leader, as to 1 

interest and sinking fund charges, the minister stated thatB 
these could not be computed accurately, as the financing had j 
not been completed.

“If, however, it Is m a 4 peri 
cent basis, then interest and! 
sinking fund charges will approxi-| 
mate $257,000,” he said.

After referring to many of the I 
major projects that had been! 
proposed, Mr. MacPherson made! 
it dear that he would not embark I 
upon any new undertaking until I 
the programme now under way I 
had been completed.

This announcement of policy I 
puts a damper for the time being I 
upon the hopes of advocates ofl 
such undertakings as the Prince I 
Rupert highway, the Peace River! 
outlet the west coast road, the I 
Campbell Rtver-Sayward cqnnec-l 
tion and the highway from the I 
Cariboo to Bella Cools.

Defending the letting of 
way contracts, the minister i 
“You can’t build the kind of i 
people want no 
wheelbarrows, so

\M.L.A’s Eat Alialia] 

From Whisky and 
Soda Creeks

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—(CP)— 
Louis Lebourdais (Lib.-Cari­
boo), put over his final publicity 
stunt of the session for Cariboo 
alfalfa today.

He persuaded the parliament* 
ary restaurant to make some 
alfalfa muffins for all members ! 
to taste and benefit from the i 
vitamins.

Mr, Lebourdais explained 
titat the alfalfa came from 

iky Creek, and the flour 
Soda Creek, both in the 

riboo. This made the muffins 
complete Cariboo delicacy 

from Whisky and Soda creeks.
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act. H<be taxed under the 
wanted to know why these re-1 
serves were not assessed.

: Mr. Hart explained that the 
Dominion]

Pattullo Ignores Opposition Plea tc 
Hoist Utilities Bill to Next Sessioi company was under 

charter and beyond the control oil
B. C.

R. L. Maitland adjourned the 
I debate, indicating a further at-
tack on this bill.BITTER DEBATE icgregor | taking even greater powers. He 1 

instanced the Health Act in the 
United Kingdom.

I Shouted Macgregor Mackintosh 
—If we are going to maintain 
British traditions, then you can't 
have this sort of thing. It’s just] 

|this type of legislation, starting] 
Jin minor bodies like this Légis­
lature, that will eventually crack 
lour democracy clear to the top.
II say give the Legislature back

Islands, said it wasservative, 
agreed that such an act was 
needed, B. C. TO TAKEit was inevitable 
opinions as to the power to be 
granted would differ. A correct 
solution to the problem was 
essential and only with time was 
it possible to arrive at it. "Hold i 
it up for another year,” he ad­
vised.
PERRY RAPS ACT.

Under section 112, a mayor, 
reeve and members of a munici­
pal council may be held person­
ally responsible for failure of a 
municipality to comply with

ON SECTION 98 OVER PENSIONConservative* Attack 
Wide Power Given 

To the Cabinet.
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA,

FUND SHORTLY[its power.

Hart Plans to Transfer 
$3,500,000 to the 
Capital Account.

Dec. 6.—Legisla­
tion as important as the utilities 
jbill, which the House had not had 
sufficient opportunity to study, 
should be held over until the 
[next session, opposition members 
declared, during the debate on 

[the bill in committee of the 
[House yesterday.
| But Premier T. D. Pattullo

ANSCOMB HITS
WHOLE SECUREDNEWTAXM0V1

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
FinanceVICTORIA, Dec. 6.

Minister John Hart proposes im­
mediately to enact legislation to 
take over full responsibility for 
the B. C. superannuation fund.

Hart Claims Only Hall 
A Dozen Companies 

To Be Affected.

rhis section gives the Utilities 
Commission power to employ 
inch persons as are necessary to 
-n force its 
‘forcibly or

ridden by his council. Despite 
this, he could be called Into court 
and fined. It was unfair.

Hon. Mr. Wismer—All that has 
got to be shown Is that reason­
able effort was made to comply 
with the board's rulings.

J. A. Paton, Conservative, Van- 
couver-Polnt Grey—It Is hard, 
enough now to get good men to 
run for office, but with such a, 
liability facing them it will be 
worse.

In considering other penalty ! 
clauses, exception was taken by 
H. E. Winch to provision for pun­
ishment by fine of an employee 
for failure to divulge information 
required by the board. "If he 
does not do it he will be fined $50 
and If he obeys the board he may 
be fired,” he commented.

Premier Pattullo—The court 
will take note of the situation.

Mr. Paton—The court means 
the cabinet!

Mr. Perry came out definitely 
In opposition to giving the Public 
Utilities Commission the power 
to be judge and prosecutor at the 
same time. He said that under

orders, and to | 
otherwise enter 

tpon, seize and take possession 
if the whole or any part of the 
novable or immovable prop- 
irty of any public utility.”

The section gives power to the 
mmmisslon to hold documents 
tnd offices and retain manage- 
nent of the utility until its orders 
lave been carried out.
SMACKS OF RUSSIA.

"If you are going to have real 
Russian legislation, why not go 
he limit,” suggested R. L. Mait­
land, leader of the opposition, 
“and seize the directors and em­
ployees at the same time?”

Attorney-General Gordon Wis­
mer asked what

It will involve the transfer of 
some $3,500,000 from current lia­
bilities Into capital liabilities, and 
out of assets an equivalent sum 
will go into the sinking fund.
PUT IN DEBENTURES.

The new bill, in other words, 
empowers the minister of finance 
to transfer superannuation funds 
to the trustee to be appointed 
under the amended Superannua­
tion Act, or he may, at his dls- 

I cretion, substitute provincial de- 
| bentures for the whole or any 
part of the fund.

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent!
VICTORIA, Dec. «.—"This isl 

the thin edge of the wedge ofj 
greater taxation," charged Her-j 
bert Anscomb, Conservative, Vice 
torta, when Finance Minister] 
John Hart explained his bill] 
amending the Income Tax Act atl 
second reading In the Legislature! 
yesterday.

“If there is any section of the! 
community deserving considéra-] 
tion at the hands of the govern-] 
ment, it should be the insurance] 
companies and the people who] 
are taking out Insurance," he] 
went on. "It used to be that ln-| 
surance premiums were exempted] 
from Income tax. But that’s been] 
whittled down, too.”
FEW AFFECTED.

Mr. Hart had explained that the 
intention of the amendment was 
to prevent holding companies de-| 
testing the object of the Surtax 
Act It would be possible to tax| 
holding companies, If profits' 
were not divided, at the rate of 
15 per cent, per annum.

"Then holding companies could 
declare profits and the share­
holders would pay the tax on 
them. If the companies fall to 
move, we can tax them 15 per] 
cent in lieu of the revenue we 
should ordinarily get from the! 
tax on the shareholders' profits.) 
I assure the House this Is the 

It In no

superannuation fund to an 
amount not exceeding money at 
the credit of the fund.
OUT OF REVENUES.

Securities issued under this act, 
and interest, will be charged 
| against and paid out of consoll-

Mr. Maitland 
rould suggest in place of these 
owers.
“Carry on in the ordinary 

ray,” Mr. Maitland snapped 
ack. "Don’t give them a big 
tick. This isn’t Canadian legis- 
ition.”
Premier Pattullo—This House 

rill pass it and then it will be

dated revenue, and interest will 
not exceed 314 per cent.

The finance minister Is em­
bowered to transfer to sinking 
funds securities held by the 
superannuation fund to an

lations and was then empowered 
to Impose fines for, infringement 
of them.

Mr. Maitland—Does the attor­
ney-general know of any statute 
in any other place wherein a com: 
mission has power to make regu­
lations and then impose fines for 
violations of its own rules?

Mr. Perry—We have the Legal 
Professions Act, and more re­
cently the hairdressers were

BED FIFTY THUGS.
Mr. Wismer—This is only a 
uarding measure. My friend

mount equal to the par value of 
ny debentures which may be 
isued In support of the fund.
Thus, certain securities held in 

le superannuation fund which 
ave depredated will be guaran- 
•ed by the province, and the 
'hole fund secured.
(Earlier details of the super- 

nnuation fund situation appear
(lawyers. We wouldn't live to see 
[the time when the orders of the 
■commission would be carried out 
I Herbert Anscomb, Conservative, 
JVIctorlr—It Is pretty obvious, that. 
[Instead of fifty lawyers you’ll 
want fifty thugs to enforce this 
legislation. The hon. minister 
laugh*. That’s about an he has 
done this session. There should 
be some other system In Canada 
than the hiring of thugs. We 
don't need the sort of government 
they have In Germany.

Harold E. Winch, C.C.F., Van­
couver East, said the section did 

It should

page 7.)only effect of the bUl. 
way Interferes with industry,”] 
Mr. Hart stated.

The amendment would affect 
| no more than half a dozen com- 
| panics In B. C, he added.

In cases of bonuses paid by 
Insurance companies which were 

| applied to the reduction of pre- 
fmiums, said Mr. Hart, the posi­
tion was safeguarded. Companies 
would be taxed 2X per cent, on] 
the net amount of premiums. 
This was in line with legislation 
In other provinces, he said.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby,] 
$24,000,000 of re-

Wide Powers Given
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Powers to 

detain persons suspected to be 
infected with venereal disease, or) 
with having been exposed to it, 
are contained In amendments to 1 
the Venereal Diseases Suppres- 

[ sion Act, introduced Into the Leg­
islature yesterday. ______

It’S too bad they don't use it 
oftener.

This aroused Mr. Maitland to a 
defense of his profession, which 
he declared to be operating on a
high plane. He Invited the Bur­
naby member If he had any jus­
tified complaint against any law­
yer to bring it before the Bar As­
sociation, where It would be In­
vestigated.

Hon. G. M. Weir rushed to the 
[defense of the government, say-

hot go far enough, 
give the commission power to 
take over ownership of public 
utility companies, not just tem­
porary control. Valuation could 
be decided after the companies

I asked if the 
serves in the Consolidated Mining

iratlon would
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Legislature 
Speeds Up

Always Room for One More

End in Sight
By Dally Province Stan Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Wort of 
the session was accelerated tre­
mendously yesterday as leglala-

4&S&L
tors strove to remove obstacles 
remaining In the way of proro­
gation Saturday.

Besides considering the Public
.^in­ utilities Bill In committee of the 

whole, giving third reading to six 
measures, second reading to two
and first reading to eleven.

Liberal members were called to 
caucus early In the afternoon and 
C. C. F. members met to discuss 
the threat of Dr. Lyle Telford to 
resign his seat.

From his hospital bed J. M. 
Bryan, Liberal, Mackenzie, came
to caucus. He went back to hos­
pital and the House went back to 
work.

At the night session the amend­
ments to the Motor Vehicle Act 
got third reading. These remove

peal In divorce cases, got third 
reading. The authorization for 
the transfer of the old Fraser 
River Bridge got third reading, 
togther with the B. C. University 
Act and the South Westminster 
Dyking Act, which allows for re­
financing and improvements In 
that district’s dykes. The Noxious 
Weeds Act amendments also 
passed third reading.

At night the Act respecting 
Credit Unions and the InconM 
Tax amendments got second read­
ing.

First readings were given to 
amendments to the following 
acts: B. C. Loan Act, Superannua 
tlon Act, Game Act, Coroner 
Act, Municipal Act Munidps 
Elections Act, Village Municipal 
I ties Act Venereal Diseases Act 
Residence and Responsibility Act 
Mineral Act and Placer Mining 
Act during the afternoon.

Says Monkman Pass Show 
Need for Road Commissioi

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent)
ICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Liberal members who quarrelled ovei 
whether the government should assist the volunteei

workers on the Monkman Pass Highway provided the H 
with the finest argument for a highway commission yet BULL NOT GIVEvided in the Le^slature, declared Capt Macgregor Mac­
intosh, Conservative.

Liberal platform and Conservative had both promised DP BRIDGE RIGHT:the Peace River an outlet to the Coast for eighteen years— 
and still there was nothing done, F. G. T. Perry (Liberal, 
Fort George), declared.'

E. T. Skeena, Liberal, Skeena,' 
admitted that he would support 
the Conservative request for a 
highway commission If that were 
the only means whereby the situ­
ation could be controlled. He said 
there was nothing to stop any 
group starting a volunteer, road- 
building Job and then asking gov­
ernment help, and U one was 
helped, all should be.

Residents of Peace River are 
poles apart on the question of 
road connection with the rest of 
the province. This was evidenced

-Premier Pal

the district, advocated the : 
River outlet

Delegates from the Peace 
country who haVe been bt
the Monkman Pass Highway A 
sedation arrived Monday mon 
ing to ask for government recoi 
nition of their work. They ha 

[Interviewed a number of met 
here of the House.

when G. E.

mm*

I'Millb.
j.jewr

Steatsi
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ttulloifu ms 1Down Petition froiri Vancouver
Business Men for
B.C. BUSINESS CLAIMS:

New Utilities Bill Refuses 
Right of Appeal to Courts

"Why Deny That Which Is One of the
Highest Principles of Democratic Government."

HERE are excerpts from the letter sent jointly to Premie:
T. D. Pattullo by John .Whittle, president of the Board! 

of Trade, and Alex McKelvie, chairman of the B. C. division] 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, on the proposed Publii 
Utilities BUI.

The views expressed in the letter were declared by thi 
Premier today to be “not in the interests of sound pubUi 
economy.”'

“It is our considered opinion

ilities Act Changes!
IRattullo DeclaresTTsH^ead} 

To Pay for Alaska Highway

that the legislation Introduced! 
within the last two weeks and! 
which In Its implications has tar-1 
reaching effects upon the entire I 
province, should have been made I 
known to the public in ample I 
time to permit of the receipt by I 
the government of the views of| 
all interested parties, particular^ 
in respect to the direct effect I 
which legislation of this type hag I 
upon the consumer and the tax-" 
payer.

"We feel that, in line with the | 
practice in effect in other prov-F 
lnces as well as In other coun-l 
tries, the proposed Public UtUl-[ 
ties Commission should be re-| 
sponsible only to the Legislate

“It Is noted that the commis* I 
I slon is to be comprised of three I 
| men instead of a one-man board, I 
las had been forecast. With this| 
I we are entirely in accord.

'We feel, however, that In view I 
I of the very important duties] 
I which will face the commission ] 
land the necessarily wide powers] 
I which they will wield, together | 
I with the influence which theÿl 
I will be capable of exercising over! 
I the operations of industries al-| 
I ready established in this prov-l 
jlnce, as well as over future in-] 
| vestments In British Columbia, 1 
|that the board should be com-] 
| posed of three men of outs tend-1 
|lng ability, having the necessary] 
I technical knowledge to deal fairly] 
| and impartially with the matters | 
I which will come before them.

"It is our opinion that similar 
| to the Board of Railway Commis-!
I sloners after investigation by 
] competent experts and after pub- 
| lie hearings, the commlssli 
] should be able to place their 
| findings into effect without such 
| findings being subject to review 
| by the Lieutenant-Govemor-in- 

councll.
f" "More adequate provision ti 

reference to the courts, both 
respect to law and fact, should 

B be incorporated In the pending, 
I legislation.

“It is our understanding that
I it is the Intention to provide fi 
Dan application to the Court ol
II Appeal for leave to appeal 
| place of as as present coni 
| In the bill, to a judge of the Coi 
| of Appeal. It is our interpret»- 
| tion that if an appeal to the com.l 
I mission on questions other than

i refused.
-in-cour
a;

^îS5?5w?^^S5S!Ktënanb|
Governor - in - council refuelr 
leave to appeal, then we und: 
stand there is no recourse to the] 
courts. This is a distinct dep 
turc and in our opinion not 
commendable one. In view of the| 
practice which is followed 
where under similar legislation.

“Aside from the well-estab-1 
llished principle that the courts! 
I should not be denied to any per-f 
Ison or any company who feeli 
I that they have just cause for ap-| 
I peal thereto, it is our opinion that! 
| there will be a greater confidence! 
| in the proper application of this! 
I pending legislation If adequate! 
|provision is made for appeal! 
| to the courts without incum-l 
I brance or restriction.

"Business has on the whole the | 
I utmost confidence in the courts.] 
I Surely the government feels this] 
I also. So why deny to any person | 
lor corporation, as a right, some-] 
I thing which is regarded as one of | 
|the highest principles of demo-] 
] era tic government? Certainly as] 
|section 103 of the present bill] 
] stands, it is going to be difficult,] 
I if not impossible, for an appel-1 
liant tp reach the courts on a point |lant to rei 

pf fact,”

Dr. Walker Deplores 
| Lethargy In Mining

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—"Unless 
we get more mining work done 
in the next ten years than we 
have in the past ten we will 
have few mines in the future. 
There Is hardly a mine now op­
erating that will be in produc­
tion In twenty-five years,” de­
clared Dr. John Walker, deputy 
minister of mines, before the 
legislative mines committee 
this morning.

The deputy minister was 
speaking on the necessity of en­
couraging the expansion of the 
mining industry by bringing 
new properties to the point of 
production. To this end ame 
merits of the Mineral Act were 
designed, he pointed out in ex­
plaining the proposed changes 
to the committee.

I ▼ rw

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)
ICTORIA, Dec. 6.—“This is merely a preliminary ex-] 
penditure, a sort of reconnoissance,” Premier T. D. Pat-1 

I tullo declared when the Alaska Highway survey vote of] 
$25,000 came up for discussion in the Legislature shortly] 

| after midnight. The vote was passed after brief debate.
The Premier was answering a criticism by R. L. Maitland, I 

| opposition leader, who attacked the vote on the grounds that] 
I other work was more vital to the needs of the province.

"We have been told tonight,’If 
I said Mr. Maitland, "that road:
! are needed everywhere. We hav 
I heard all evening of the needs i 
I the localities of this provino 
I which require roads for their con-|
I tinued progress.

"Not a single member 
I satisfied with what he has got ini 
I the way of a vote for highways.!
| But now we have this vote 
I $25,000 for a survey of the i 
| Highway.

“What it means no one know 
I—except that It is probably 
I beginning of a spending spree.”|
I WILL PROVIDE FUNDS.

The premier said that thel 
] United States Government had 
I indicated "an ardent desire” to 
I see an Alaska highway built

"In effect they said, 'Here,
1 want this road built,’ and offei 
j us the money. Surely we 
I expected to play the part of 
| good nelgHbor.

"I discussed the matter wlthl 
j the Rt Hon. Mackenzie King and] 

he said, 'You are going to take] 
lover the Yukon; see what you 
lean do.’ "I went to Washington 
| The Washington government said]
I it would contribute the money for]
I this enterprise without B.C 
| spending a cent for it

"I expect to go East after i 
| beginning of the new year,
I nothing will be spent until 
I gotiatlons are further advanced.”]
| UPHILL FOR IT.

Tom Uphill, Fertile member,!
I strongly supported the vote for]
I the survey, but Insisted that r 
I road, when built should pass up!
I through Eastern British- Colum-I 
|bta.

Capt Macgregor Macintosh,|
I The Islands, opposed the spend 
] of the money. If United Sti 
| Wanted the road they should i 
I ance the survey, he l

| R.W. Bruhn Pleads 
For New Bridge

I By Dally province Stall Correspondent I 
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Strong ar-1 

! gument was advanced by R. W. | 
j Bruhn, Conservative member for I 
I Salmon Arm, for construction of ] 
I a bridge to replace the privately- ' 
I operated ferry at Sicamous.
I Mr. Bruhn declared that thel 
| volume of traffic was greater I 
| than even the minister of public I 
I works believed. The ferry was I 
1 on the route of the Trans-Canada I 

ghway, and while there was] 
I another road that might be util- : 

toed the way by Sicamous was I 
" ven miles shorter on the way I 

the Coast.

[more compensatioi

IFOR B.C.Mil
| Pearson Introduces Nev 

Amendments to Act.
By TOUCHY ANDERSON

| Daily Province Staff Correspondent^
VICTORIA, Dec. T>.—II 

I compensation for workmen 
j allowances for widows are pr 
jvided in amendments to WorkJ 
I men's Compensation Act lntr 
I duced to the Legislature by Ho 
I George Pearson, minister 
| labor.

Proportion of wages to be ]
| in compensation has been ra 
j from 6214 per cent, to 66 2-3 petj 
j cent., as promised earlier in '
J session.

Another promised Increase 
Avance of allowance for wldi 

I from $35 to $40 per month :
total family allowance from :

' to $70 per month. Funeral be 
I fits are increased from $100 
| $125.

MOTIVE TO SHI 
DR. TELFORD'S Of

Offer of Dr. Lyle Telia 
M.L.A., to resign his seat in thdi 
Legislature will be considered at] 
the regular meeting of the pro-] 
vlnclal executive of the party I 
on December 15, Herbert Ga: “ 
grave, C. C F. secretary, said I 
day. The conference will be i 
tended by C. C. F. members ofl 
the Legislature.

He Indicated it will be i 
days before any decision is 
nounced. On Monday C.C 
M.L.A.’s recommended i 
Dr. Telford's resignation In 
letter to the executive.

Mr. Gargrave emphasized t 
Is no question of the executi 
"disciplining" the doctor. Hei 
there was no principle of 
policy involved.

Satisfaction with the sltuati 
was expressed by Dr. Telford late] 
Monday night, before he returns 
to Victoria after addressing ag 
meeting here.



I IN THE LEGISLATURE *1*”

I There’s Not Even Half Loaf! 

or Some Pensioners in B.C.]
Shortage of $1,700,000 In Fund Makes 
Drastic Cuts Only Cure, Says Dr. Weir.

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.) _
X 7ICTORIA, Dec. 6.—“It is pathetic—I might say almost I 
V cruel—for those who are drawing large municipal pen-1 

g sions, and who will have to accept, not half a loaf, but one-1 
I third or even 'one-quarter of a loaf,” said Hon. G. M. Weir, I 

provincial secretary, as he moved second reading of the I 
Municipal Employees’ Superannuation Act on Monday night. 1 

The provincial secretary was obviously moved and deeply I 
sympathetic to the unfortunate pensioners as he unfolded I 
me unhappy story of the collapse of the scheme upon which I 
so many former employees of municipalities, especially ini 
Vancouver and. Victoria, were dependent 

Pensions have to be slashed 10+3

I fractional proportions; widows ■
I and fatherless children must face fl basis, compute

"

|| serious curtailment of their H 
I meagre incomes—or receive noth- B 
J ing at all, the House was told.

It was a sober and sad Legis- §8 
| lature that listened to Dr. Weir 
6 explain the measure which had 
| been introduced earlier in theI day.
1 INCREASE IN 1929.

He told how there was a short- 
I age of $1,700,000 in the funds, and 
I how the reserves set up for fu- 
I lure payments were almost gone.
I Those who were contributing to 
I the superannuation fund today 
I saw their money being used to 
1 maintain the pensions already 
I granted, leaving nothing for 
I themselves when their time for 
I retirement came. It was a des- 
I perate situation

One of the reasons of the 
I debacle In municipal superannua- 
Ition funds was an increase of 
] nearly 50 per cent, in pensions 
I schedules made in 1929. To put 
I the scheme on a sound actuarial 
I basis at that time pensions should 
I have been decreased, Dr. Weir 
| said.

He related how, In 1934, when 
I It was realized that the Civil Serv- 
I ice superannuation fund was not 
I on a sound basis, It was intended 
I to reorganize the municipal em- 
I ployees’ fund as well. Had it been 
I done the municipal employees 
I would now be in a 25 per cent.
I better situation, he explained.
I Representatives of the muni- 
I cipal employees at that time 
I came to the government and 
I asked that action be delayed.
I They employed an actuary of 
their own.

“After two years' effort to to 
[arrive at a sound actuarial basis, 
[they threw up their hands” the 
1 provincial secretary explained.
I features of bill.

Some features of the bill are:
11. Every allowance now in force 
j under Parts 2 and 3 of the 
[existing act shall cease on April 1 
[next, when the new act is to come 
[Into force.
12. New allowances win be lnstt 
| tuted In lieu of those now 
I payable.

mmrn

KmP

n m
uarily; while I 

retirement annuities wiU be | 
"equal in amount to one half I 
of the subsisting superannuation I 
or other allowance so granted In | 
respect of that person.”
5. Employees wffl contribute 41 

per cent, and employers will [
contribute 7 per cent, on the ) 
aggregate payroll of those cov-f 
ered by the act.
6. No future employee who en-1 

ters into the municipal serv-1
ice over the age of 30 wiU come | 
under the act.
7. Except in the case of police-1 

men and firemen, who retire I
at 55 years, a minimum of 60 and I 
a maximum of 65 years for retir-1 
Ing ages are being fixed.
"PATHETIC” SITUATION.

Herbert Anscomb, Conservative, I 
Victoria, said that It was most un-1 
fortunate that the «wernment | 
had withheld this wtMmely lm- 

I portant piece of legislation until | 
the last week of the session, 

g. “This system should have been! 
stopped when it was first dis-1 
covered that It was not sound,”| 
he declared.

“It Is pathetic that old servants! 
of municipalities are going on thel 
rack. No contract should bel 
broken. Just think, widows withl 
pensions of, say, $75 to $90 wills 
be cut to about $25 or $30. Some * 
thing should be done tor these | 
cases.
CRONES VIEW.

Fred Crone, Liberal, Vancouver I 
Centre, told of the struggles of I 
the municipal employees and of I 

[ the Vancouver City Council to I 
avoid the serious step that was| 
now necessary.

“Men getting from $50 to $2001 
particularly will suffer," he I 
added. "They will feel that their I 
contracts have been broken. But I 
they must face the fact that It I 

| bankruptcy came they would get| 
nothing.”

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,1 
| North Vancouver, said that people I 
I who were comfortable on their I 
pensions would now be reduced I 

[almost to the status of relief| 
>s.

After further discussion the| 
was read a second time.

[Taxing Undistributed Profits!

PROFITS are usually a measure of I 
ability to pay, and so are regarded as I 

a proper target for the tax collector. But* 
the tax collector has not, In the past, hadl 
the privilege of touching all profits. Ini 
conservative financing it is the custom to I 
set up reserves for depreciation, for ex-[ 
pension, for emergency or for some other! 
purpose, and these reserves, built from un-1 
distributed profits, have enjoyed certain! 
Immunities because of the uses for which |

I they were intended.
It was considered in the public interest I 

I that businesses should be stable and secure I 
and progressive. So profits plowed back I 
Into enterprises escaped the taxation levied | 
on profits that were distributed. The ex­
pectation was that these reinvested profits I 

j would yield new profits which could bel 
taxed. So the public would gain from I 

| «lability and progress and would suffer no | 
8.
Now comes the Provincial Government I 

| with legislation to levy a tax of 15 per cent I 
I on undistributed profits which are in ex-1 
| cess of the amount the minister of finance |
| deems reasonable.

If profits that should be taxed are being I 
I concealed in reserves for the purpose of I 
| evading taxation, they shold of course I 
! be hunted out and taxed. But there are I 
I legitimate and proper ways of doing this, I 

and the course the government at Victoria I 
is following is neither legitimate nor I 
proper. On the contrary, it is both in-1 

| decent and unsafe.
There are two things wrong with this |

| legislation.
It it was intended to bring down a new I 

tax, the tax should have been announced | 
in the budget speech, and business con- 

| cems should have been given an oppor­
tunity to examine the bill and make repre- I 

1 sentations with respect to it Instead, this ! 
| taxation amendment is sprung on the busl- 
jj ness community within a few days of the 
I closing of the session. There is no oppor- j 
j tunity for anyone who will be touehed by 

the new tax to study it fully. There will 
be no opportunity even for the Legislature 

[ to give the bill proper attention.
The second defect in the bill is that it I 

places too much power in the hands of the 
| government It is the minister of finance 

who is to say what is a reasonable amount 
for a corporation to hold in reserve. It is 
to the Ueutenant-govemor-ln-council that 
appeal lies if a corporation is not satisfied 
with the minister’s ruling. The govern­
ment is thus given full power to discipline 
any corporation that does not play up to 
the requirements of the party in power.

To put it more bluntly, this tax amend­
ment gives the government a weapon with ) 
which it can, if it will, hold up every cor­
poration doing business in the province 
and compel it to make contributions to the 
party funds. It is not certain, of course, 
that the government will use this weapon. 
But why should the weapon and the 

atton to use it be placed in the gov- ■■
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)enies Party Organizer Gav< 
load Programme Informatioi

(By Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)
TCTORIA, Dec. 6.—Charles Reid, well-known pn 
organizer, is reported to have told the people of . 

at the government was going to start work on the pn 
tied highway from that point to Haig.
But when R. L. Maitland brought the matter to the atten-l 

tlon of the government on Monday night, Hon. Frank Mac-1 
Pherson, minister of public works, said there was no truth| 
n the statement.
Mr. Maitland attacked that way*

|>t doing business—having govern-1 
ent road policy announced by I 

he party organizer before the! 
ninlster had made a statement I 

The Premier said that htr. Reid I 
an estimable man—one re-1 

by ell parties,

“You’re all getting Jittery abouti 
| this thing," taunted Mr. Maitland.g 

“I knew you vould.”
Later in the public works i 

| mates debate, David Strachan,! 
I Liberal, Dewdney, said that pel 
I did not think the news item which! 
1 prompted the debate waa "au-' 
Ithentlc."

G)nsideration of Road 
'rom Vancouver to Lillooetl

(By Daily Province staff Correspondent.)
IT7ICTORIA, Dec. 6.—A $10,000,000 highway from Van-1 
I V couver to Lillooet, opening a virgin country greater in I 
extent than the lower Fraser Valley, was visualized in the I 
House by George Murray, Liberal, Lillooet

“Of the total cost, $6,000,000 has already been spent In I 
■construction of the First Narrows bridge,” Mr. Murray said. I 
■’’This bridge leads into a blind end at present. A road via I 
BHowe Sound and Garibaldi Park to Lillooet will bring new I 
(traffic into Vancouver from an entirely new area.”

Discussing financing of the pro-a
new highway, Mr. Murray I 

lid the Dominion Government I 
nda ready and willing to I 
nee auch needed highway I 

projects if the Province of British I 
jlumbla will provide plans and] 

fications.
Of the federal members from I

I British Columbia whom he ex-1 
Ipecta to support the Lillooet High-1 
1 way project, Murray named Hon. I 
I Ian Mackenzie, M.P., Vancouver 1 
I Centre; Tom Reid, M.P., New I 
I Westminster; G. G. McGeer, K.C.,fi 
Im.P., Vancouver-Burrard, and J.l 
I Gray Turgeon, M-P, Cariboo.

I Village Responsibility 
] For Relief Outlined
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent!

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — Villages j 
I will not be responsible for the 
Icare of the poor and Indigent!
I until their tax levies aggregati 
I $7500, is a provision contained h 
■amendment to the Village Munil 
fcipalities Act submitted to the Leg! 
|Isiature" Jy-Hon. A. Wells Gray,] 

ninlster of municipal affairs. I 
Other clauses In the bin permit j 

| villages to assist airports to the I 
tent of $200; extends taxation I 

■powers to Include assessment on I 
■poles, cables and wires of tele-1 

phone, telegraph, electric light or [ 
iwer lines to the same amount I 
i permitted to smaller munl f 

ctpallties, and allows water com- 
—y mains to be assessed.

I NEW TAXATION 
PLAN ASSAILED

1 Board of Trade Finds 
Defects In Profits 

Levy Proposal.
Opposition to the passing of 

legislation, recently announced 
by Hon. John Hart, minister of 
finance, providing for the taxa­
tion of undistributed profits, is 
expressed In a resolution adopted 
by a joint meeting of the execu­
tives of the insurance, financial, 
real estate and mining bureaus of 
the Vancouver Board of Trade.

The meeting's reasons for tak­
ing exception to the proposed 
measure are stated In a letter sent 
last night to Mr. Hart.

The Board of Trade execul 
contend that shareholders of com­
panies are best qualified and 
alone justified In deciding as 
the disposition of profits, 
that the proposed tax would 

Ital from British Columbia.

It Is also argued tha .ne com-1 
panles most likely tp be affected I 
are those which use their undls-| 
tributed profits to acquire and 
develop new assets and thus per-| 
petuate their operations.

The board points out that un-l 
distributed profits represent! 
funds which have paid Income | 
taxes to the Provincial and Fed-f 
eral governments when earned,) 
and that a further tax of 15 per’ 
cent would be an unfair addl-| 
tlonal burden.

It Is also argued that undls-| 
tributed profits may be repn 
sented by corporate assets other 
than cash so that a tax mlghtl 
entail severe hardship, and that| 
the prinlcple of a discretions 
rather than an arbitrary tax 
likely to disturb confidence ofl 
present and prospective investors! 
in B. C.

B. C. PLANNING 
NO NEW ROADSI

—Hon. Frank MacPherson 1

Won't Undertake Hope- 
Princeton Work 

He Explains.
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I

VICTORIA, Dec. 6-It would | 
coat $1,700,000 to complete a first- 
class highway over the Hope-1 
Princeton road and government | 
is not undertaking that or any of I 
the other numerous highway J 
schemes presented until it has j 
finished some of its present road I 
jobs.

Such was the statement of Hon. I 
Frank MacPherson to the House I 
at midnight Monday as he rose! 
after listening to a barrage ofl 
talk of and for roads in every I 
corner of the province. They had f 
been discussing a public works I 
vote of more than $2,000,000 forj 
roads, bridges and ferries.

“We don’t want to assume arty I 
more obligations until we have! 
finished what we have on hand," g 
said the minister.
WANTS A POLICY.

Charles Tupper (Liberal Simll-| 
kameen), said, previously, that it I 
was about time the Government! 
of British Columbia decided what] 
it proposed to do in the case of I 
people who get tired waiting for] 
highways, and begin building | 
their own.

They have been doing it in the I 
Okanagan, up in the Monkman! 
Pass and the latest is the Hope-1 
Princeton Highway Association. [

Mr. Tupper drew attention to I 
this new make-your-own road f 
effort on Monday night and I 
thought the government better I 
formulate a policy toward all such | 
schemes.

! BILL TO STAND 
DESPITEPLEAÎ

| Board of Trade, C.M.A.j 
“Not In Interests of 

Sound Economy.”
Premier T. D. Pattullo

■ flatly rejected the represent!
1 tiens of the Vancouver Board ofl 
I Trade and the B. C. division Ca-1 
6 nadlan Manufacturers’ Assoda-I 
I tlon regarding the Public Uttil-f 
| ties Bill now before the Legisla-| 
I ture.

The two business organize-1 
j tions, in a letter jointly prepared I 
land sent to the Premier Monday,I 
j had urged that the Utilities Board! 
ij be responsible only to the Legis-I 
jjlature and that adequate pro-1 
I vision be made for appeals from I 
I the commission’s rulings to the! 
B court rather than have the final | 
| decisions rest with the cabinet.

"In my view, your représenta-) 
| tions are not in the interests off 
I sound public economy and will) 
I not, therefore, be embodied in the] 
I Public Utilities Bill," Premia 
! Pattullo stated in a letter recelv 
I this morning by John Whittle,) 
j president of the Board of Trade,) 
land Alex McKelvie, chairman of] 
I the C. M. A.

SPURNS INTERVIEW.
The Premier writes that he d<

I not think anything would 
I gained by an interview along tl 
j lines of the euggestions ai
■ by the two business organlzatloi 
[here, In any event, he adds, 
(would be difficult to arrange a: 
j appointment because the Lei 
■ture is nearing the end of tl 
| session.

In their letter to the Premier,
I the Board of Trade and Manufac­
turers’ Association emphi 
I the importance of right to appeal] 
Bas "one of the highest principles 
I of democratic government”

The organizations also urged 
[that the suggested amendments 
Etc the bill were In the Interests 
| of uniformity in Canadian legis­
lation.

In the letter the or; 
j deplored the lack of opportunity 
I given for a thorough study of 
[the proposed legislation by those 
| interests most directly concerned,]

The letter refers to the btil’i 
[apparent refusal of recourse to]
■ the courts in the event of tin 
| cabinet refusing leave to

“This is s distinct departure,'
| the letter states, “and in 01 
[opinion not a commendable one, 
[in view of the practice which Is] 
[followed elsewhere under similar] 
[legislation.

"It la our opinion,” the li 
I gpes bn, "that there will be 
[greater confidence In the proper] 
[application Of this pending lei 
[latlon if adequate provision 
■made for appeal to the ecu 
| without incumbrance or 
| tlon.

"Business has, on the whole,: 
| the utmost confidence in the 
| courts. Surely the government 
[feels this also. So why deny to] 
| any person or corporation, as a 
| right, something which is ~
I garded as one of the highest 
Iclples of democratic go 
|mentT”
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Facial Facts More Something for Nothing

FACES ARE MORE MOBILE 
m herewith picture a few

MOST EXPRESSIVE IN THE LESISI

OPPOSITION LEADER "PAT" MAITLAND 
AN DISPLAT MORE righteous 
IDIGNATiON THAN

| 'T'he Legislature has passed a vote for 
~ $25,000 to be spent on a preliminary

[survey of the proposed Alaska Highway, 
pt has done this—with a little opposition 
grumbling here and there—almost entirely 

bon the expansive promises of Premier Pat- 
-tullo, who says this is something for 
^British Columbia and who lightheartedly 
Lwhistles away all the very serious implica- 
Ltions of permitting a foreign power to build 
La military highway for its own purposes 
phrough Canadian territory, 
p It is sufficient for Mr. Pattullo now— 
[although it was a very different kettle of 
[fish when this idea was the late Dr. Tol- 
fcmie’s a few years ago—that the United 
[States Government wants this road and is 
twilling to pay for it He says the United 
[States will lend us the money to build the 
I road and will not charge us interest. He 
[says we must be good neighbors.

Well, we had better begin by being 
| good neighbors to ourselves. Let us try 
} to see this proposal objectively for a mo- 
iment and not lull ourselves to sleep with 
I Mr. Pattullo’s happy little bedtime stories. 
I Let us ask ourselves what this thing would 
j be the other way round. Can you imagine 
I the United States letting Canada build a 
| road for Canadian purposes through 
I United States territory?

You can’t imagine any such thing, of 
| course. Mr. Pattullo may say he can 
1 imagine it, but that is what is wrong with 
I Mr. Pattullo.

SOME

PREMIER
PATTULLOSe^^

iNPI&NATlOrT HAS A RATHER 
ARGUMENTATIVE angle

Wf VICTORIAS f 
THIRD MEMBER, / 

PR. J. P. HUNTER 
CAN THROW t 

A NIFTY ( 
SNEER-

P*F PENSIVE 
law E.T KGNNBY,
V SK.EENA, 
iJ CHAIRMAN 
51 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
^ COMMITTEE

J. MEL’ BRYAN, 
MACKENZIE 

RIDING, HAS 
THE FACE OP 

A RACONTEUR
In any other place than the 

Land of Never-Never, we ought to know 
perfectly well that we can’t let the United 
States build a military road for Itself 

-through our country and still expect to 
maintain our own Canadian sovereignty in 
our own domain.

Of course we need roads badly enough 
in British Columbia: goodness knows wé 

But if there is

1E60R
MACINTOSH*

<5TILL retains"
r,JOVIALITY EVEN THOUGH HISlJ^I 
CONSTITUENCY HAS BEEN KNOCKED 

OUT FROM UNDER HIM.

Credit Unions

need them everywhere, 
one particular road that we could very 
well postpone until we had a few more of 
the roads necessary to our proper develop­
ment as a community, it is precisely this 
extravagant project of a road through the 
wilderness north of sixty.

But Mr. Pattullo sees in this cry of 
“Alaska Highway,’’ as he has seen in the 
cry of “Work and Wages" and the cry of 
"Public Utility Commission" and the cry 
of “No Public Utility Commission," a good 
rousing election promise. Here is the pros­
pect of a spending spree and something 
for nothing and manna dropping from 
heaven on enough hungry constituencies 
to keep.the vote sweet for the grand old 
party. And that, as he has sufficiently

Cv all the bills brought before the Legis- 
làture this year—and there are some 

scores of them- -none is likely to prove 
more useful to the average citizen of Brit­
ish Columbia than the one which provides 
for credit unions. The credit union does 
for the small borrower what the mutual 
insurance company does for the man who 
wishes to establish an estate against a 
rainy day. Only it is organized on smaller 
and more intimate lines.

The Credit Union Act provides for the 
organization of groups whose members 
will be able to help one another by making 
loans at reasonable rates of interest. A 
credit group will not need a staff such as 
a bank must maintain, nor will it have to 
investigate borrowers and endorsers as a 
bank does, for its members will be in giore 
or less intimate touch with one anotherj 
Not taking the risks a loan shark does and] 
not being conscienceless like him, it ‘will 
not require high rates of interest. So it 
will be in a position to serve its members

lemonstrated, Is enough for Mr. Pattullo.

The dying hours In 
strongly suggest that the 
not much worth living a

Legislature 
lative life Is

Just as a little unromantlc reminder:
Under system, Dr. Telford’s 

ire Is at present In the"FPvFWfp



IN THE PRESS GALLERY

Alfalfa Muffins Sedative 
For Victoria Legislators

But Wismer and Maitland Break Peace With 
Debate On How To Save Time On Lawsuits

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
(Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—It may have been the sedative effect of 
Mona. Lebourdals1 alfalfa muffins (this man from the 
Cariboo, a most persistent publicist, had them served for 

lunch) that brought comparative peace and sweet agreement 
to the House on Tuesday afternoon.

The sweetness as noted was strictly comparative, and the 
effect of muffins a la Lebourdals did not temper the steel of 
Mr. Maitland’s criticism of the government's march toward 
legislative Utopia.

The press gallery tasted and tested the alfalfa muffins. 
Being rude, undiplomatic fellows, they voted said muffins as: 
Tasting like rubber, sandy sawdust, a mixture of epsom salts 
and commeal. One experienced fellow said they tasted just like 
alfalfa.

The page boy announced that members were all eating 
alfalfa and, “Gee, sir, they’ve started to moo."

Mr. Lebourdals is such a plugger for his native products 
there is a general prayer that his vast open spaces will become 
Interested in the production of potable alcohol In some not too ■ 
violent form.

We dread another session of Lebourdals If he happens to get 
on with the promotion of his famous epsom salts deposits.

♦ ♦ ♦
When two such eminent counsel as Attorney-General 

Wismer and Mr. Maitland begin to argue how the country may 
save time on lawsuits—to say nothing of legal fees—one feels 
that the time has come to sit back and listen to this jovial battle 
In awed silence.

We did that on Tuesday afternoon when discussion started 
on Mr. Wlsmer's little amendment to the Coal and Petroleum 

Products Act. This legists- 
COAL, PETROLEUM ACT tion is described by some of 
OFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY. Mr. Wlsmer’s closest legal 

pals as not so much locking 
the door after the horse Is stolen, but, rather, burning down the 
bam before the theft, and they trying to collect Insurance on 
horse and barn.

> ♦
Mr. Maitland can not see much sense in the government's 

trying to patch its legal fences after the hunt had started and 
the field was sweeping across its fertile legislative pastures.

They would save time, he argued, If they threw coal and 
petroleum in as a utility, and made it part of the Utilities Act 
He advocated a “straight, new, sweet and clean” act

But Mr. Wismer, who is still in fine fettle after six weeks 
of his hardest work as attorney-general, could not agree with 
the honorable opposition leader. All he could see as a result of 
such suggestion was another year of present high gasoline 
prices.

Mr. Wismer let slip what he thought was going to be the 
result of the present litigation, but his legal sense of decorum

came to his rescue as he 
BOTH GENTLEMEN QUITE toppled on the verge of sub- 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, judice. Both hon. gentlemen 

retired from the combat 
with mutual assurances that they quite understood each other’s 
remarks In the "right spirit” Thus we maintained the tradi­
tions of legal cricket

Mr. Maitland had a busy afternoon. He had things to say 
about Mr. Hart's get which is designed to smite the undivided 
profits of the rich. Mr. Maitland is heartily in agreement with 
this principle. He finds it hard enough to pay his Income tax 
and it irks him to think of anybody being able to avoid same.

But, said the careful opposition leader, the wording of Mr. 
Hart’s bill left It open for unfair persecution of quite innocent 
business firms. There was no protection at all for Innocent 
fellows who had no intention of cheating the tax collector of 
his just pound of flesh.

Mr. Harold Winch, on the other hand, could not . agree with 
anything but the expressed principle. He wanted the minister 
of finance to arm his tax collectors with more deadly weapons.
He would hunt down and root out all hidden reserves of all 
kinds.

Mr. Maitland, too, protested the appeal to the "Lieutenant- 
Govemor-in-Coundl” (the cabinet)). Premier Pattullo broke 

his silence for the first time during 1 
l PATTULLO the afternoon to remark that per- |

too well; that’s why he was talking.
♦ ♦ ♦

Before the House rose on Tuesday, six weeks since the 
session began, there was the usual showers of new bills. They 
come that way each evening as the session draws toward Its 
close.

Opposition members murmured and Mr. Maitland spoke out 
loud when the Premier moved that the House sit on Wednesday 
morning. He thought that members deserved more time in 
which to study this cataract of bills, and was against going to 
work first thing In the morning.

Premier Pattullo, who deplores a rush of last-minute legis­
lation, explained that many of these bills represented crystalliza­
tion of views expresesd on both sides oPthe House during the 
session.

♦ + ♦
Mr. Maitland—as we mentioned, a busy fellow on Tuesday- 

failed to get his amendment to the Liquor Act past second read­
ing, and in this again he ex- 

MAITLAND FAILS TO GET changed courtesies with Attor- 
PAST SECOND READING. ney-General Wismer. Mr. Wis­

mer çould not see the sense of 
amending the act because he said police officers now have the 
right to walk into vendor’s stores and find out how much of 
this and that they have been selling to a person or persons 
reasonably suspected of bootlegging.

It Is done by regulation; Mr. Maitland wanted it done by 
statute.

Mr. Maitland’s contribution to the language was the vo­
cation of “blind pigging.”

Mr. Wlsmer's title of Information was that 70,000 counter 
slips pass over the counter of one Vancouver liquor store in 
a month.

♦ ♦ ♦
When you look down from the press gallery as we do day 

after day, it suddenly dawns on you that the news centres around 
a little group of names.

There you see ranks of good, Intelligent members who do not 
figure more than once or twice in the news reports of a session.

But these men are the backbone 
3 DISPLAY THEIR TALENTS of the Legislature, most of them 
:1N COMMITTEE BOOMS. are hard workers, studious and 

serious. They display their talents 
In the hidden corners of committee rooms, in their quiet, sensible 
suggestions to ministers.

They are no great shucks at oratory but they do a good, 
solid job of work. Here are some of them: Eyres of Chilliwack, . 
Shepherd of Delta, Guthrie of Cowichan-Newcastle, Johnston of 
Revelstoke, Braden of Peace River, Henniger of Grand Forks- 
Greenwood, Crone of Vancouver-Centre, Putnam of Nelson- 
Creston, Kenney of Skeena, Leary of Kaslo-Slocan, Forester of 
Vancouver-Burrard, Connelly of Omineca.

They may not be the orçhids of oratory but they do their 
stint of spinning and toiling.

IS SCTTLEHT 
DEBTS TO BE EASED j

IBM Will Cut Interest | 

i Rate On Arrears.
By Dslly Province stall Correspondent 1

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Relief is I 
to be given to borrowers and pur- [ 
chasers of land from the Land! 
Settlement Board who are in 1 
arrears on their payments.

^
An amendment to the Land I 
Settlement and Development Act] 
was presented to the Legslature ] 
Tuesday afternoon by Hon. A.] 

Weils Gray, minister of lands, ] 
under which it is proposed to re-1 
juce delinquent charges to 6 pert 
cent up to May 31, 1936, and 414 r 
par cent thereafter.

It Is also intended to encourage I 
the purchaser on agreement of I 
■ale to acquire title to the land I 
he occupies, by crediting pay-1 
aients of annual interest once I 
these have been brought up to s’
jate. ' I

Thus If current Interest is paid 
before December 31, credit will] 
he given on the principal.

Similarly credit will be given 
i farmers for the development 

permanent nature done ong

Pre-marriage 
Test Law Held 
Up in House

VICTORIA, Dec. 7. —Al­
though there is no objection to 
amendments to the Marriage 
Act which require pre-mar­
riage blood tests for syphilis, 
the question of notification of 
both parties of the results 
caused the Legislature to pause 
yesterday. Ultimately the bill 
was held up for further consid­
eration.

Dr. G. M. Weir, provincial 
secretary, explained that the 
period between application for 
a marriage license and its 
granting would not be 
days Instead of eight

He said that In cases of pen­
sons desiring to remarry the 
blood tests would be necessary.

Dr. J. J. Gillls, Liberal, Yale, 
brought up the question of re­
sponsibility for informing in­
tending marriage partners of 
the results of the blood tests 
to which both were subjected.

Dr. Weir thought that should 
be left to the discretion of the 
examiner and to the desires of 
both parties. In any event, 
syphilis was no legal bar 1
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I HOUSE SPEEDS 
WORKMLLSI

f Compensation Act Change | 
Will Cost Industry 
$150,000 Yearly.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent! 
£ VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Cost of lnJ 
creased benefits to be paid under | 
amendments to the Workmen's ] 

«pensiUon Act will be $150,- 
a year to B. C. Industry, G. S. 
rson, minister of labor, an- 

iunced In the Legislature yester­
day at second reading of the bill. 

Besides Increasing wage coro- 
insations to Injured workers! 
■om 8211 to 86%, the amend-1 

Bent* add to provisions for care! 
of dependents of those killed. | 

Those In the flying Industry, [ 
who* business takes them Into! 
other provinces, will be "covered" I 
as they were not previously, and! 
have full claims recognized, Mr.) 

m announced.
ABE BEAD.

The House was listless after 
previous day’s eight-hour sit- 
and five non-contentlous bills 
third reading In as many 

lutes.
They were amendments to the 
C University Act, dealing with 

te elections; Court of Appeal 
Divorce and Matrimonial 
is amendments, bringing 
Into line with federal divorce 
Atlon; the South Westmin­

ster Dyking Act which allows re- 
llnandng and Improvements; and 

act regarding loans under thej 
ldpal Improvements Assist- 
Act

Bills given second reading were 
sentiments to the Coal and’ 
itroleum Products Control 

Act the Taxation Act, Resl- 
and Responsibility Act, and, 

•kmen's Compensation Act

BE———

In Quick Time! 
Passes Several

municipal Councils 
Now AlhiOed to 

Entertain

I
 VICTORIA, Dec. 7.-Under 
Municipal Act amendments 
presented to the House Tues­
day district municipalities are 
entitled to vote money for en­
tertaining distinguished visi­
tors and to pay travelling ex­
penses, and to make grants to 
boards of trade and chambers 
of commerce.

Tax rates for general pur­
poses are pegged at 35 mills on 
the dollar.

Matsqul district Is given au­
thority to enter a medical serv­
ice scheme for Its residents by 

lilevytng not more than $12 a 
year on landowners and resi­

dents between 21 and 80, sub- 
**, to referendum.

BHM

EFFECT OF NEWM 
TAX TOO BROAD

—B. L. MAITLAND $

Says Eighty Per Cent. | 
Of B.C. Companies 

Will Be Hit.
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent b

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Warnings 
was given by R. L. Maitland,,
K.C., Conservative leader, that 8 
the changes proposed In the Taxa-I 
tlon Act would deter capital from | 
Investing In British Columbia.

The Conservative leader was 
speaking on the second reading 
of amendments Introduced by 
Hon. John Hart, minister of 
finance, Tuesday afternoon. It 
Is proposed In the amending bill 
to permit Imposition of super­
taxes upon reserves of companies 
having five or less shareholders.

The minister of finance, In In-1 
troduclng the bill at a previous | 
sitting, has stated that the object I 
was to tax holding companies! 
which were formed for the pur-[ 
pose of evading higher taxation! 
rates.

“There Is not a single reference! 
In this bill to holding companies," I 
commented Mr. Maitland. Al-F 
ready, under existing legislation! 
there Is the right for the finance! 
department to Investigate com-j 
pany reserves.
HUGE EFFECT.

“Let me tell the .minister that 
as this measure Is drafted It will 
affect 80 per cent of all com­
panies In this province, for I 
would say that at least that num­
ber are operated by five or less 
persons. Another objection Is In 
the matter of appeal—again It Is 
to the Lleutenant-Govemor-ln-f 
council."

Premier Pattullo — You don't 
know this executive council.

Mr. Maitland—I do, and that Is 
why I am fighting against appeal 
In this, and other legislation, to 
the cabinet Instead of to the 
courts.

H. E. Winch supported the prin­
ciple of the amendment. He com­
plained that the government fTad 
only adopted 5 per cent of the 
principle which his party had 
been advocating, the higher taxa-f 
tlon of those who had money.

He said that one large Cana­
dian oQ company had a reserve of 
undivided profits of $81,000,000. 
He thought that the attorney- 
general should endeavor to de­
vise a method of taxing that com­
pany tor the proportion of those 
on the reserves created In this 
province. y

Superannuation Schemes

A NEW superannuation act touching the 
pensions of municipal employees is 

before the Legislature. The fund is in a 
mess, short $1,700,000. The new legisla­
tion is designed to place superannuation 
on a sound basis, but unhappily, under the 
changes to be made, numbers of people are 
likely to suffer, and most of those who will 
suffer are both helpless and innocent of 
wrong-doing.

For these sufferers the government 
should surely do something. The super­
annuation scheme which is being replaced 
was unsound. That much has become 
plain. It may be the government was not 
a guarantor of the scheme. But it at least 
handled the funds, and it permitted the 
scheme to run along on an unsound baste. 
So it has at least a moral responsibility.

It te important that superannuation be 
placed on a sound basis. The government 
has a moral responsibility to see that this 
is done. But the question of good faith 
enters also. Many of those now drawing 
pensions were pushed out of their jobs on 
the understanding that they would be 
taken care of. The obligation implied in 
the understanding remains, even though 
part of the fund is gone.

Other public employees, like civil serv­
ants and teachers, who Have superannua­
tion schemes, would be well advised to take 
warning from what has happened in the 
case of the municipal employees, and look 
to the basis of their plan. It te nothing 
short of a tragedy for a man or woman td" 
depend upon a retiring allowance and then 
to discover, when.it is too late, that there 
is no allowance or that it Is only a fraction 
of what was expected.

FEE OF HOSPITAL1! 
COÛTIONS URGED)

I By Dally Province staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Charging 

that B. C. hospitals In the main 
are stalled by nurses-ln-tralnlng, 
E. E. Winch, C C. F„ Burnaby, 
demanded government Investiga­
tion of a situation which he con­
sidered dangerous.

Where there la one graduate I 
nurse for every three beds In I 
the Vancouver General Hospital, I 
he said, there Is only one fori 
every six at St Paul's, Vancouver;) 
for every nine at the Royal Jubl-F 
lee, Victoria, and for every ten at| 
Oranbrook.

“The department permlts| 
nurses In training to be employe.
In B. C. hospitals where they i 
vlously can not posalbly 
as graduate nurses,” Mr. 
declared.

*We are making Improvement!

I
as rapidly aa we can under < 
lng circumstances," Dr. G. : 
Weir stated. “It Is easy to i 
dze from the outside.” Coln^moemn.Cd

««■P

NEW BILL PERMITS 
F.C.E. REFINANCING)

| Handling of Maturit; 
Problem Behind It.

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—(CPI- 
Groundwork for handling Briti* 
Columbia's major financial prob­
lem, maturity of about $57,000,- 
000 worth of Its debt In the next 
three years, was laid by Hon. 
John Hart* minister of finance, In 
a bill tabled in the Provincial 
Legislature as an amendment to 
the Revenue Act. i

Specifically, the amendment 
permits the minister to refinance 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
bonds when they mature. It 
also gives him authority to **• 
finance any maturing bonds, 
gardless of . whether the 1 
amount for them Is in the r*~ 
funds.

Previously the minister 
given authority to handle sir 
funds as he sees fit.

While Mr. Hart has $37,C 
In his sinking funds, this is I 
sufficient to meet all maturr 

province will probably 
to meet some
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remment Rejects plan to I Move to Curtail Bootlegging! 

rge Utility and Fuel Acts Here Defeated in Legislature!

Maitland Believes Combining 
Bills Would Eliminate Delay

Coal, Petroleum Products Board Could Be 
Administered as Utility, He Tells House.

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)
Il 71CTORIA, Dec. 7.—Suggestion by R. L. Maitland, K.C.,1 
I V Conservative leader, that the Coal and Petroleum!
I Products Control Board Act be merged with the Public)
1 Utilities Act and be administered as a utility was rejected by 
I the government Tuesday afternoon after a heated debate. 

Cross-floor argument between Mr. Maitland and Hon 
ordon Wismer, attorney-general, skirted around the in-| 

■junction proceedings taken by oil companies to restrain prie 
I fixing by the government commission; developed into 
(exchange of legal opinions, and touched upon administrative 

lifflculties of the control board.
eral suggested, had brought fo^ 
ward the suggestion of placing! 
coal and oil under the control oil 
the Public Utilities Board simply] 
for the purpose of saying “I told* 
you so,” In the event of the court I 
decision going against the govern-] 
ment

Mr. Maitland later In the debate] 
took exception to the personal] 
references of the attorney gen-[ 
eral. He declared that his pur-| 
pose was simply to advance con-| 
structive suggestions.

The attorney-general hastily | 
explained that he had. no intend 
tion of being personal, and ln-| 
tended no reflection on the Con-| 
servative leader.

J. A. Paton, Conservative, Van-1 
couver-Polnt Grey—The whole | 
trouble that you are encountering] 
results from legislation being] 
brought Into this House and] 
rammed down our throats I 
whether we like it or not That] 
la what was done last year. And] 
now the attorney-general finds | 
he has an act that Is too hot to] 
hold.

Mr. Wismer—If my friends | 
opposite do not want to see the] 
price of gasoline reduced let] 
them say so.

Mr. Paton—That Is not the I 
point at Issue at all. It Is the | 
statute that I am discussing, and] 
the hasty manner In which legls-j 
latlon Is passed.

After some further discussion | 
the bill was read a second time.

.eft-hand Drive LauA 
For Pedestrians 

Suggested
Dally province Stall Correspondent!
VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—One for 

1, and all for one, and hoping [ 
to get new road-safety legisla­
tion, four members of British I 
Columbia’s Legislature marched 
to Interview Hon. Frank Mac- 
Pherson, minister of public 
works, today.

"What We want,” explained 
Frank Putnam, Nelson-Cres- 
ton's Liberal, "is a left-hand I 
rule of the road for pedes-1 
trians." [

E. T. Kenney, of SKeena, ]

The debate was incidental to' 
le second reading of an amend­
ent to the Coal and Petroleum 
oducts Control Board Act. 

1th the constitutional right of 
ie Legislature to enact the 
leasure, in the manner In which 

statute was passed, under 
uestlon In the courts, the amend­

ing bill seeks to validate the 
étions of the board by confining 
'em within the legislative com­

mence of the province.
IRT COLORS IT.

The attorney-general said that 
ie attack made on the parent act 

the courts was not by reason 
>f the right of the province to 

t legislation of such a char- 
r, but that It had been colored 

iy the Macdonald report. It the 
introl of coal and oil companies 

put under the administration 
if a Public Utilities Board it 
ould lead to endless delays, tim­
er Injunctions and the holding 

p of the purposes of effecting 
«per gasoline prices for many 

onths.
Mr. Maitland said that he could 

lot see the force of such an argu- 
mt
"If you have a Public Utilities 
ct In which you have confi­
née, what Is to Interfere with 

It 7" he demanded. The court 
ctlon had arisen out of the man­
ier In which the board had gone 
ibout administering the act De- 
~ had been created already. 
"And I don't know how much 

longer enforcement of the act 
,be delayed while the base 

oes on Its way to London Town,” 
added. By combining the two 

lures under the Public Utlll- 
Act, delay would be lessened 

id administration of the leglsla- 
lon could be hastened.
Continuing, Mr. Maitland 

;ed that the confusion and 
lelay to the Coal and Petroleum 
Toducts Act’s operation had been 
srgely due to the manner In 
rhlch It had been enacted. He 
ecalled that It had been thro 
nto the Legislature during 
ying hours of last session, 

id been hastily drawn and 
.ested.”
The attorney-general 

illy suggested that the 
ad oil people would like the i 
ument that Mr. Maitland

Tel

_____ ________ | futtfjgjfljfl
merits to the Lunacy Act on re-1 
celving the same undertaking I 
from Dr. Weir that regulations I 
would be revised as far as was | 
practicable.

g/n the Legislature

: told i
Capt ( of Sjôuth i

Conservative Leader Wants City Police 
To Have Access to Liquor Store Records.

(By Daily Province Staff Correspondent)
I T nCljgRIA, Dec. 7.—An attempt to simplify the task 

V «police In tracking down bootleggers, particularly In thi 
city of Vancouver, by amending the Liquor Act, was fi 
trated in the Legislature yesterday.

R. L. Maitland, leader of the opposition, who expi 
a contempt for the operator of the “blind pig” and sali 
police should have access to liquor store records of sale a1 
any time, moved the amendment

"Some people seem to think *31 withdrew the bill 
I bootlegging should be winked atjj| He also withdrew the 

and overlooked. But it la a crime 
, and has led to major crimes—
I even murder.

"United States records show 
I that that type of criminal known 
I as a racketeer graduated from 

the bootlegging classes.
"We have been warned to 'go 

slow’ about opening up the 
I Liquor Act But in this case I 

can’t see any objection," Mr.
I Maitland added.

WOULD END ALIBIS.
"It Is said there Is power of 

regulation under the act But I 
want this In the statutes, so 
there Is no alibi,” he added.

Attorney-General Gordon Wis­
mer saw no reason to open the 
act in this Instance. In Vancou­
ver the act was enforced strictly, 
with the collaboration of his de-g 
périment. He had discussed the 
situation with the Vancouver Po­
lice Commission and that body 
had never mentioned the neces­
sity of such a regulation. More­
over, the Liquor Control Board 
for years had given police all the 
collaboration they required.

"Vendors already have orders 
to give this Information to any 
police officer," Mr. Wismer said,
"If there is any ground for sus­
picion that the law la being 
broken.

“There are 70,000 counter-slips 
in a single store In one month of 
business. The total counter-slips 
in a year In Vancouver la 3,452,- 
907. How could their perusal 
help a police officer!" asked the 
attorney-general.
WITHOUT DIVISION.

No policeman would suggest 
that there was not the fullest co­
operation from the Liquor Con­
trol Board’s officials. “If there 
Is not close co-operation, and it 
were drawn to my attention, 
there soon would be,” Mr. Wis­
mer added.

The bill was lost without a di­
vision.

E. E. Winch, C. C. F„ Burnaby, 
withdrew two bills, amendments 
to the Mental Hospitals Act and 

I the Lunacy Act.
Referring to the first of them,

Dr. G. M. Weir observed he did 
not believe the author had had 
any hope they would be passed.
All the Improvements in the 
amendment could be covered by 
regulations.

H. E. Winch, C. C. F„ Vancou­
ver East, asked what the govern­
ment Intended to do about the 
regulating of the situation of 
which Mr. Winch sr. complained.
They wanted Inspection of all 
hospitals at any time; and ex- 
aminatlons when they were de- 

any patient
Dr. W laid they would do

BILL TO COST
ciTmoooi

I Education Act Changes I 
Extend Age of Free 

Education to 19.
j By Dally Province Starr Correspondent 
- VICTORIA, Dec. 7. — Vancou­
ver’s School Board must expect a 
$50,000 annual loaa of revenue, 
when amendments to the Public 
School acts go Into effect In 1940.

H. E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver ] 
East, says It might even be more j 
than that

Officials of the education de- 
' j pertinent won’t commit them­

selves.
Amendments providing free 

education for pupils up to 19 will 
be passed at this session. Pro­
viding the 19-year-olds have not 
passed grade XH-, or have 
been at school for twelve yi 
they will not be required to 
tuition fees as at present. • 
age limit for free tuition is 
18.

Several hundred students 
Vancouver’s schools are affi 
ASKS PROVINCE TO PAY.

Mr. Winch will ask the provli 
to bear the cost of their li 
tion. He says the Vancoi 
School Board can 111 afford it

Public School Act amène 
also provide higher rémunérai 
for teachers In the rural 
where schools can not be or; 
ized. Hundred per cent ini 
from $2 to $4 per month per pu; 
will go Into effect with the 
page of the bill.

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—1 
button, most discussed subject 
:ovemment legislation di 
he present session, is expected 
lold centre stage during the " 

few days of the sittings whl 
may end this week.

The bill following lines of 
special committee’s report, Is 
pected in the House this 
noon or Thursday. It Is e: _ 
that a brisk protest will be 
by both Conservatives 
C. F.
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I B. C. INDUSTRY ' 
FIGHTS CHANGE

^Employers, Employees 
Oppose Arbitration 

Act Proposal.
1; i' H

$By Dally ProvAice Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. '7.—Fear that 

any revision of the collective bar­
gaining powers of labor may 

_ omplicate the relations of work- 
|rs and employers in B.C. brought 

i representative delegation of in­
dustry to Victoria today to meet 
he cabinet.

Wendell B. Farris, K.C., put the 
i beforç the cabinet in private 
don.

Industrialists fear that any 
jening of the Industrial Dis- 
utes and Arbitration Act may 
ke bargaining powers out of 

he hands of established trade

! ARGUMENT.
In effect, the delegation is sup- 

orting the representations made 
► the cabinet two weeks ago by 

i deputation from the Trades and 
abor Council.
The Trades and Labor Council 

pressed upon the government at 
that time the necessity of allow­
ing recognized union officials to 
speak for the men in industrial 
disputes. They* strongly opposed 
the election of workers’ repre­
sentatives as spokesmen.

The fear is that power will get

I
 out of the hands of the organized 
unions and possibly into the 
hands of extremist elements 
where disputes between labor and 

\ are concerned.

' 1 1

i to Refund

I
 Guaranteed Loans

VICTORIA. — Refunding 0 f 
P.GJ2. securities which come due 
11942 Is provided for In an 

sdment to the Revenue Act, 
Iduoed by Hon. John Hart, 

.liter of finance, on Tuesday, 
Present powers do not apply to 

I refunding of guaranteed securi 
1 ties, such as those of the govern 
| ment's railway. The amendment 
il Wither authorises refunding of 
it other Issues, whether or not 

; fund has been provided.
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Sympathy goes to the legislator who 
says that Louis Lebourdais’ alfalfa muffins 
are just alfalfa to him

The Opposition Could

The session at Victoria, like some other 
internal-combustion engines, backfires a 
bit before it conks out

There is good sense in the suggestion 
that the rule of the road should be left- 
hand for pedestrians on motor highways. 
Pedestrians and motorists are both better 
off with the pedestrian looking towards 

onco

MEN TO BLAME

THE House Is sitting morning, noon and 
night at Victoria, three sittings to the 

weary and hectic day. Now, after six 
weeks of talk about anything and every­
thing, there is a spate of new bills and a 
confusion of cooks to the cooking of half- 
baked legislation. The more the House 
changes in any other way, the more it is 
still the same in this. The spectacle of 
the “dying hours” of the Legislature 
not edifying.

There is no respectable argument in 
favor of this system, and everybody knows 
that it is wrong. Anything from sixty 
to a hundred different bills are practically 
disposed of by this system in the last ten 

| days or so of a seven or eight-week session.
" They can not possibly be considered, first, 

second and third readings and all the de­
tail of consideration in committee of the 
whole, In the time available under this 
system. The fruits of it is a great deal 
of hasty legislation, unworkable legisla­
tion and legislation that the people would 
be very much better without on any terms 
at all.

It is not necessary to believe that the 
government is wholly responsible for this 
stupid and wholly indefensible system, but 
certainly It offers temptations to govern­
ments that should not be thrown in their 
way. Because no government is immune 
to the natural temptation to regard the 
Legislature as no more than a necessary 
evil, something to be tolerated while it 
must be and sent home to its families as 
soon as possible after it has voted the 
necessary supply.

And it comes natural and easy to gov­
ernments under this system to put the 
effectual pressure on the members and 
rush them through the dying hours. The 
first fine rapture of the conscientious 
member is exhausted in six weeks of point­
ing with pride and viewing with alarm. 
It is hard to retapture It for the grim pur­
pose of the last two weeks, when nobqdy 
but a minister or two knows what is really 
Intended by a great many rather hazy 
provisions of a great many bills, and when 
the generally not very wealthy member 
begins to find the expenses of sessional 
attendance are not leaving much for the 
Christmas stockings of the loved ones.

The opposition grumbles and Mr. Rolf 
Bruhn of Salmon Arm protests once more 
that It Is not fair. But the opposition is 
not helpless, and It is up to them to do 
more than grumble. They know what 
they can do. They can obstruct

They can say to the government that 
they will not any longer aid and abet this 
vicious process of rushing undigested legis­
lation through the dying hours. They can 
say that either these bills are to be 
properly considered or they will be held 
up by every device which the rules of 
order permit.

And If one of these fall sessions were 
held up until after Christmas on these 
grounds, even If the opposition had to 

i Itself to the process, it would be 
the future

-HONtO. ».

I Claims Unions îYefusecf

To Accept Award 
Of the Board.

j] By Drily Province Staff Correaponrtent
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The work­

ers or their advisers and not the 
Pacific Lime Company were to 
blame for the strike at Blubber 
Bay last summer, Hon. G. S. 
Pearson, minister of labor, de­
clared today at the first morning 
session of the Legislature.

He was asking second reading 
of an amendment to the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act which gives unions existing 
at December of this year power 
to arbitrate with employers on 
behalf of employees In all dis­
putes when such unions contain 
the majority of Workers In the 
trade affected.

i BLAMES UNION.
“We have had few serious 

labor disturbances In B. C. The 
worst was at Blubber Bay. But 
that strike never need to have 
come about. If labor had taken 
the advice of the Arbitration 
Board and left the baby on the 
doorstep of the labor department. 
But the trade union people 
wanted to take the matter Into 
Its own hands,” said Mr. Pearson.

"The Arbitration Board's 
award was given unanimously 
and the company accepted IL I 
could have forced the company 
to re-employ the men. But the 
men would not accept the 
award,” he declared.

‘The trade union papers un-

I
 fairly blamed the company "for 
the strike," Mr. Pearson added. 

The real problem at Blubber

I
 Bay was the big Oriental section 
of employees, the minister said. 
Of the 128 persons employed by 
the company eighty were Orien­
tals.

| READY FOB COMPROMISE.
■ Although he had felt It un­

wise to open the present bill, 
which had only been In operation 
twelve months, ha had been 
agreeable to a compromise. The 
amendment offered was that 
compromise. Trade '.unions 

tlzed In B, C. in December, 
then would ha* the full 

I right to use their «pedal office]
I for bargaining when a majoriL. 
I of the workers concerned were 
I organized In the union, he said. 
1 aim of the act waa to give

CAMEI
POLIC
Provincial 
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LL.A. Says Perjuret 
Evidence Wo® 

Convictions Here!

CAMERON ASKS 
POUCE PROBE

| Provincial Officer Blamed 
By C.C.F. Member— 

Wismer Objects.
I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1 
1 VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Assert­
ing that he believed "perjured 
-evidence" of a provincial police 
officer had resulted in the con­
viction and Imprisonment of men 
at the Vancouver Assizes, Colin 
Cameron, C. C. F., Comox, told 
the Legislature last night that he 
had appealed to Attorney-General 
Gordon Wismer for an investiga­
tion.

“We have appealed to the police 
to investigate in the partlculai 
area where the officer I mentiof 
is employed, but without sue 
cess,” he said.

"One of those affidavits cam* 
from a prominent business mi 
at Powell River. He consldei 
law enforcement In that ai 
leaves much to be desired.”
SON "CORRUPTED.”

He explained that, when mem-j 
hers of the House were actually 
criticizing him for the stand hri 
had taken, the mother of a polio 
officer had come to him to teh. 
him how her son had been cor-1 
rupted by the same officer agalnsd 
whom his charges had been made j 

"I have been rebuked in thi 
House. But for every rebuke . 
have had the commendations and. 
thanks of members of the provin-| 
dal police force. They, at least,L 
are grateful for my efforts to! 
dean up this situation,” Mr. Cam-f 
eron asserted. |

"An officer concocted evidence! 
on which at' least one innocent! 
man went to jail. That man was| 
the victim of a brutal assault] 
after his arrest. I have presented» 
the attorney-general with what II 
consider sufficient evidence toj 
cause investigation of this par-| 
ticular police officer.”
“CONCOCTED EVIDENCE.” .

Attorney-General Wismer took| 
exception to some of the ren 
of Mr. Cameron. ■

"He has said a man was con-| 
vlcted before a Judge and Jury on 
concocted evidence. It was his 
duty to give his own evidence to 
the defense counsel,” said Mr. 
Wismer.

"A man with the reputation of

I
 Mr. Justice Murphy does not ac­
cept concocted evidence," he 
added.

"This is a very serious charge

I
 to say a man has been convicted 
on concocted evidence. Evidence 
should be forthcoming to prove
it” TEESTv

morale ofTh?7ôrc^3uf___—..
not mean there will not be an 9 
internal investigation.

"I can assure my friend there 
will be the fullest investigation,” 
he explained.

"I wish my friend would with­
draw the charge of concopted evi­
dence, however.”

Mr. Cameron said he thought, 
from newspaper reports, the 
polke evidence must have been 
false.

Mr. Wismer—If you’ve got suf­
ficient evidence there can always 
be an appeal That’s a privilege 

I everyone has.”

I ASKS awal.

WARM DEBATE 
ON LEGAL ACT

Attorney-General Upderf 
Fire By Member of 

His Own Party.
VICTORIA, Dec. 8—"The at­

torney-general has gone beyond 
the bounds of decency of the 
legal profession,” charged H. G. 
T. Perry, Liberal, Fort George, 
who attacked the government's 
introduction of a bill amending 
the Legal Professions Act, only 
three or four days before proro­
gation.

“The Engineering Bill was put 
before the private bills committee 6 
at the attorney-general’s sugges- 6 
tion,” said Mr. Perry, "and there | 
was no reason why the bill af-| 
fecting the legal profession | 
should not have had similar con-' 
sidération."
CHARGE MONOPOLY.

the amendments, he said, pre­
vented any but a barrister or so­
licitor drawing up documents re­
lating to real or personal prop­
erty, so that a real estate man 
could not even draw up an agree­
ment of sale.

“It is just the same as the 
monopoly given to notaries public 
in the Notaries Act” he said.

There were many places where 
there were no lawyers within 200 
miles, yet if someone wanted toj" 
“buy a shack" or transfer a bid 
of property they had to travel to 
a lawyer and pay him a fee ton 
the work. “It’s silly,” said Mr.j 
Perry.

Attorney-General Gordon Wjs 
mer strongly resented the sug, 
gestion of Mr. Perry; he said than 
he-had "offended the decency of| 
the legal profession.”

“That is not only an Insult to 
me but to the entire legal profes­
sion. I think that remark should 
be withdrawn.”

Mr. Perry said he meant . 
offeqgeJft the attorney-general. .

say anything to an-j 
noy HjgfcJ withdraw it,” 1 

! . ‘

(Telford Charges 
Premier’s Home 
Is‘Siwash Town’!

i Offers to Resign His Seat and Fight 
By-election on Bridge Issue

EXECUTIVE TO SETTLE “CRISIS’
By TOUCHY ANDERSON.

(Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)
il 7ICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Dr. Lyle Telford, C. C. F. member 

V for Vancouver East, announced his “personal” desire tot 
“ resign from the Legislature.

I He made the statement during the course of the debate j 
on amendments to the Constitution Act this morning.

Referring to the challenge °ffXEPE|

I ra CRITICIZED 
FOR I

L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-1 
jtive leader, to Premier Pattullo, R 
(to run against him in Point Grey.i 
Dr. Telford declared that there R 
vas no need for Mr. Maitland tog 

(open his seat to test the popu-f 
rity of the government.
“As far as I am personally con-1 

œmed there will be a change ini 
ny riding, and I welcome any I 

pleader of the government to run| 
against me,” he declared.

, BE DIFFERENT.
The Premier would find that 

running in Vancouver where 
there is a large population “is dif­
ferent from running in a Siwash 
town where the electors can be 
influenced by government expen­
ditures,” Dr. Telford declared.

“Do you mean Princfe Rupert g 
jto be a Siwash town?” demanded!

. M. Murray, Liberal of Lillooet. | 
“Yes,” responded Dr. Telford. I 

{“I saw a good many Siwashesg 
vhftp I was there.”

TOe Premier did not offer tog 
Accept either of the challenges to 1 

ontest a. Vancouver riding.

'Provincial Executive 
/ill Settle Status
The provincial executive of the ! 

i C. F. will decide the relation- 8 
(ships between C. C. F. members | 
jof the Legislature if they can not I 
lettle differences of opinion j 

pmong themselves.
This statement was issued I 

jtoday as an official pronounce-g 
nent on policy by the executive!

Mrtitr rarem
st, C. C. F. newspaper.

Pointing out that there "Is some S 
.onfusion in the minds of the| 
public” as a result of the collapse | 
of Dr. Lyle Itiford’s charges in| 
Connection with the Pattullo 
fridge, the editorial states:
tOT CONSIDERED.

"There Is no matter of C. Ç. F. | 
uolicy Involved and the questlo 
jof repudiating Dr. Telford as the J 

lit of the incident has not even1 
i considered by the executiw 

ommlttee.”
"It is quite probable that, as al 
lit of this incident, the ques-| 

don will be raised by our mem-J 
.j in the Legislature as to 
ationships between the mem­

bers of the group and as to how 
(their various activities shall be 
governed in the event of differ­
ences of opinion among them.

I is a matter on w(fich, it the 
i of the Legislature 1" 

can not setf

| Daily Province Staff Correspondent! 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Grid 

of a circular written by J. H. 1 
Vety, superintendent of employ-] 
ment agencies in Vancouver, wa 
voiced in the Legislature by H. E.| 
Winch, C. C. F. whip.

Hon. George S. Pearson, min-|

I
ister of labor, voiced his regret! 
regarding a part of the circular.| 

Mr. Winch was appealing tor i 
better understanding on the qu 
don of relief between govern-] 
ment departments and munlci-l 
palities. He made reference to! 
the circular, which he did not] 
read. It was harsh, he said, i 
tended to cause friction.

"I agree that there was an un­
justifiable preface to the infor­
mation in the body of the circu­
lar prepared by the superinten­
dent of the employment agency 
in Vancouver,” said the minister.

Mr. Winch complained that in 
some cases the department 
labor, ii^, dealing with the qu 
tion of relief, had over-ruled! 
municipalities, and even 
Legislature itself. This had 1 
particularly so in the matter ofl 
residence and municipal responsl-| 
bUlty.

Boys at New Haven 
Will Build Cottages

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Boys at t 
New Haven (Borstal) Institution! 
will build cottages and Imp 
the place so that all deser 
youths who run foul of the law 
will have a chance to réhabilitât* 
themselves, declared Alton 
General Gordon Wismer, 
discussion of estimates of his. < 
pertinent, last night In the Leg 
lature.

Answering questions f 
E. Winch, A C. F, Burnt 
attorney-general said the « 
ment at New Haven h 
practically 100 per cen
ful 1 Hi

353^96
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MBS. DOROTHY

W THE PRESS GALLERY
louse Doubtful Even Though 
^ismer and Maitland Agree [

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
(Dally Province Still Correspondent.)

X TICTORIA, Dec. 8—Mr. Maitland and Mr. Wlsmer finally got 
V together. The leader of the opposition does not often agree

with the attorney-general ; it's his Job to be searching and 
vigilant about the acts and sayings of his hon. friend the 
minister.

But these two legal lights agreed about that breed In their 
own profession which gets the unlovely name of "ambulance 

chasers.” Mr. Wlsmer has an 
NOTHING PERSONAL, YOU amending act which would 
UNDERSTAND, BUT .... make things tough for legal 

gentlemen who respond to am­
bulance calls like old fire horses to fire alarms.

Mr. Wlsmer called It a "nefarious practice" and Mr. Mait­
land talked grimly of "champerty" and promised relentless pa*- 
suit by the Bar Association.

But the bill amending the Legal Profession Act got g rough 
ride from other parts of the House. Mrs. Sleeves “smelled * 
rat,” Harold Winch was doubtful, Harry Perry was indignant

Mr. Wlsmer thought Mr. Perry had Insulted him and did bis 
best to screw his good-humored face Into aggrieved sorrow. -

Nothing personal meant Mr. Perry explained, and Mr. 
Wlsmer seemed to feel much better about it all.

e * ♦
The House nearly got down to showing its operation during 

the discussion of Winch the elder's hospital bill. It was about 
working hours for nurses.

Everybody thought about the time they were last In hos­
pital. Macgregor Macintosh of the Islands, estimated that he had 

spent two and a half years in 
hospitals since the war and he 
knew his nurses—at least their 
hours.

He chided Mrs. Sleeves for 
bringing the matter of domes­
tic servants Into the discussion. 
Their qualifications were not to 
be compared with those of 
nurses.

"Bet you couldn’t be one,” 
piped the lady member.

"If you’d spent as many 
hours In the kitchen as I have 
you’d know something about 
It," retorted the captain.

Mrs. Sleeves blushed becom­
ing acknowledgment el the 
retort

Sam Guthrie, mentioning the 
utilities commissioners and 
their probable salaries as com­
pared to the amount Involved 
In giving nurses shorter hours, 
remarked of the former:

“You would think we were 
about to hire supermen Instead 

ree very ordinary Liberals!”
lut Sam’s best effort could not save the MU from the ash 

♦ ♦ ♦
Like a plumber and his helper, Premier PattuUo and Mr. 

Wlsmer went about the continued business of patching up their 
Utilities Act

There were "ends" to be changed for "buts,” bits to be tacked 
on and corners to be rounded out They gouged out great chunks 
and mortised In strengthening Joints, stopped leaks and made 

- Wots for proper legal ventilation. a
, .Th*Lpegged “d toy PluM*d and occasionally seemed 
Just a Utile puzzled over which bit went where. And the op­
position enjoyed the business hugely. A thoroughly dusty 
businaw, for aU their changes and amendments do not alter 
«** ^ «naans that the commission wUl be
firmly tied to the apron strings of the cabinet

♦ ♦ rf
tomght forward the usual homely expres- 

m of opinion so a number of subjects. Mr. Colin Cameron
—.__ had » Shanes to touch up the

ATM JP*? WIDE attorney-general on the subject 
Blubber Bay trials. Dr. Gtllle 
We «mpiatoed that country

1*1 police.
ht the thirty mile

M

[Thursday,

STKBVES.

OF BA- TOPICS. Of

h?f have a chance to J 
Crone of V»

SpeakwTmëBffSSto i ma si as su eiuenaa to any — 
Lebourdals, atiU blushing, went on to say that he thought there 
should be more alite tance In the matter of rams, boars and bulla 

. ♦ ♦ ♦
Future of Hon. George S. Pearson, minister of labor. In the 

British Columbia Government has been a source of increasing 
speculation since the beginning of the week.

Mr. Pearson la among those suggested aa a member of the 
new Utilities Commission, but rumor has it that his colleagues 
are unwilling to see him leave the cabinet

Mr. Pearson’s accomplishments In labor legislation 
relief administration give him a strong positioiv HI* rets, $

_____ tiens with labor on or*
MAKES CABINET HEADACHES hand and employers on the 
BUT THEY WOULD KEEP HIM. other make him a political

power which can not be 
disregarded by a government with a weather eye on its pctftlcal 
standing.

Mr. Pearson’s well-known Independents of thought and out­
spoken opinion Is said to have caused more than one cabinet 
headache during the present session.

There has been gossip about the possibility of Charles 
Tupper, a union railroader who now represents Slmilkameen, 
being made a utility commissioner as a gesture toward organized 
labor. He has also been suggested as successor to Mr. Pearson 
In event of that minister going to the commission.

Government Refuses to 
Slacken Cabinet 

Control In Utilities

December 8, 1938.1

BARS APPEALS 
TO THECOURTS
Only Matters of Law 

Can Be Referred 
To Judges.

Dally Province Staff Correspondent, f 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The gov-1 

emment has eliminated all appeal I 
to the courte on fact In Its new|| 
Public Utilities Act.

While there Is still appeal al-1 
lowed on questions of law, the I 
only appeal left on fact (Justice H 
of rates set by the commission) [ 
is to the lieutenant-governor-in- 
council (the caMnet).

This was confirmed on Wednes-1 
day afternoon when the House In 
committee waded through the re­
mainder of the 138 sections ln|[ 
this heavy bill.

There were a number of minor II 
changes In the act, but the prin­
ciple of cabinet control, enunci­
ated and defended by members of | 
the government, remains doml-| 
nant
MERGER” FAILS.
The attempt of R. L. Maitland, I 

Conservative leader, to have coal I 
and petroleum products declared I 
a public utility and brought under I 
the act failed. I

The granting of leave to appeal I 
and the costa of application are at I 
the discretion of the appeal Judge. 1 

When Attorney-General Wlsmer I 
| announced that Section 103 of the! 

bill, which allowed appeal on any I 
question not of Jurisdiction or of I 

I law, Capt. Macgregor Macintosh. | 
"onseryativ* of The Islands,

| STRUCK OUT.
Section 121, ghlqg the commis-1| 

l^lon power to Impose penalties | 
1 not exceeding 850, was struck out I 
I H. E. Winch, C. 0. F-, Vancou-1 
I ver East, opposed the power given U 
I to the commission to appoint In-1 
| specters for municipalities , In 9 
j which public utilities operated, 1 
I with the municipalities respon-f 
| Bible for their salaries and ex-[ 
1 penses.

"The act does not say such In- [I 
I specters must be appointed,” he j 
I said. The power was diacre-1| 
! tlonary.
j CRONE’S FRAME.

Premier PattuUo agreed to se-l 
Icept an amendment from Colin I 
I Cameron, C. C. F-, Comox, which! 
| will require the commission’s re-1 
I ports and applications to be tiled I 
■ with aU members of the Legls-I 
| lature within ninety days.

Aid. Fred Crone of Vancouver 1 
land member for the central .con i 
Istituency of the metropolis, found! 
I something good to say for the! 
I act which no one else on the gov-1 
|emment side of the House had] 
lettered.

He arose, apropos of no par-1 
Iticular clause, to announce most I 
] definitely that the bttl was a God-1 
| send to harassed municipal cou» I 
I ells. Every time in election! 
I rolled round, he said, local utill-| 
| ties were the tootbaU which candi-1 
I dates kicked about to the delight! 
|of the electors The MU would! 
I remove pubUc utilities from the! 
I realm of municipal poUttcs, and] 
|that of Itself was "a mighty good! 
I thing,” he said.
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Bill Giving Better Conditions 
To Nurses Defeated in House

Two Winches Plead for Eight-hour Day;
"Sob Stuff," Says Premier Pattullo.

(By bally Province Staff Correspondent.)
T7TCTORIA, Dec. 8.—British Columbia Is exploiting Its I 
V nurses so that Its hospitals can be over-subsidized, de- jj 

clarer1 H. E. Winch, lean-faced C. C. F. reformer of Van-1 
couver East, when he rushed to the defense of his father’s i 
bill to amend the Hospitals Act in the Legislature yesterday, j 
The bill was defeated on division, 12 to 29, on second reading. !

Among other things, the bill sought eight-hour days for jj 
nurses. Its sponsor was E. E. Winch, C. C. F., Burnaby. 

■There exists a condition which I

jCity “Slickers” Not So Good

can not be allowed to continue,"! 
Mr. Winch Junior Insisted. "Thel 
entire public schould bear the) 
burden of the hospitals, not Just| 
the nurses.’

G. S. Pearson, minister of labor, 
admitted the nursing profession 
was subject to abuses. "The time 
has come and passed when the 
problem should be taken In hand. 
But It must be attacked at the bot­
tom. The hospital system la built 
on a false financial basis," the 
minister asserted.
PREMIER IRKED.

T don’t think hon. gentlemen 
who have spoken have helped the] 
case of nurses very much. It Is 
all very well to draw direful, pic­
tures. I'm tired of all this sob 
stuff. It’s often exaggerated,” 
Premier Pattullo accused.

"There Is a law of diminishing 
returns in the collection of taxes," 
said the Premier, replying to 
members who had suggested that 
the government had the means of 
getting money to institute social 
reforms.

"The hospital situation is re­
ceiving the earnest consideration 
of the government. We know] 
the hospitals need more money. 
We have been moving further In, 
British Columbia In the field of] 
social legislation than any other! 
province In Canada—but don't] 
push It too far."

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C. C. F.,i 
North Vancouver, was bitter. She] 
maintained nurses were treat, 
Wfirse than domestic servait
slept at the scene of their labo__
and Ur the worst quarters that 
could be found for them.

Dr. J. J. Qffils, Liberal, 
did not agree with Mrs. gtew 
He thought nurses were generally 

rwell looked after. Most hospitals 
I were run by boards of directors 
and If anything had been wrong, 
there would have been complaint 
from that quarter long ago. 

L_3I.we impose the._________
day principle on hospital nurses 
It will mean a great burden on 
the Institutions,” he said. “The

I
B. C. Hospital Association keeps I 
Its eye on these matters and It I 
hasn t eveh been consulted about! 
this bill. I think It would oppose!

0,6 bUb In fact. Pm sure it|
would.”

' H*rnM Which charged 
Sen

upon to "fill In" In Victoria hos-g 
pitals and were placed on what Î 
was called a "staff basis" at’i 
wages of $20 monthly. Condi- r 
tlons of work, their hours and§ 
their outlook as to the futuri 
caused ‘ a reaction very harmft4|

I
 to the nurses and to their patient^ | 
Very often It resulted In their j 
ervous and physical breakdown!

New Marriage Ad 
To Cause Trouble 

Says Gillis
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Amend­

ments to the Marriage Act 
which make necessary com­
pulsory medical examinations, 
are going to cause a lot of 
trouble, In the opinion of Dr.
J. J. Gillis (Liberal, Yale).

“It will lead to a lot of com­
panionate marriage," declared 
the Yale member.

"What's the matter with 
that?" asked Herbert Anscomb.

‘Tt will lead to a lot of im­
morality," continued Dr. Gillis.

E. H. Winch, who sponsored I 
the Act, said It would prevent 
Immorality.

"Transmitting disease to In­
nocent offspring la not moral­
ity," countered Mr. Winch.

The bill was reported from 
committee with minor amend- ! 
ments.

Steel Buses Urged 
For School Children

I Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Steel buses 

' for the carrying of all B. C.
] school children were straogly 
recommended by R. L Maitland, 
opposition leader, speaking on 
estimates In the Legislature.

T warned the provincial sec­
retary last year, and I warn him 
again this year that the govern­
ment should act before It Is too 
late. Some day there will be a 
terrible accident, and the wooden 
body of these buses will shatter 
under the strain,” hfr. Maitland 
—1.

I
_r. G M Weir explained tl 
although the matter did not come! 
under his department a recoin-1 
mendation had been made that! 

Steel body buses be purchased in!
Sen. i :

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Speed 

limits In the country ought to be 
fixed, said Attorney-General Gor­
don Wismer, speaking in the 
Legislature on his estimates last 
night It would probably cut 
down the accident toll in the 
province.

R. R. Burns, Liberal, Rossland- 
Trall, declared that in the in­
terior most of the accidents were 
caused by “city slickers" and 
“prairie chickens,” who disre­
garded the rules of the road and 
clung close to the inner side of 
the road when rounding corners.

L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chil­
liwack, thought that on Kings- 
way the school areas should be 
open for traffic faster than fif­
teen miles per hour while schools 
are in session.

Macgregor Macintosh, Conser- f; 
vative, the Islands, wanted street p 
cars to carry stop lights.

R. L 
DARESPREMIER
Challenges Him to Test 

Personal Election 
In Vancouver.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent J
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Bitter de 

nunclatlon of the government's^ 
Redistribution Bill by opposition! 
members featured the seconds 
reading of amendments to the 
Constitution Act this morning.

Premier Pattullo personally 
introduced the measure, and; 
against him the criticisms of# 
Conservative members was di-f 
rected.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-t 
tlve leader, challenged the Prem-F 
1er to run against him In any| 
seat in Vancouver, and particu-S’ 
larly In Vancouver-Point Grey.

"It would mean the exit of the; 
Premier,” he declared.
SARCASTIC THRUST.

"If men have bridges andt 
other works named after them,!; 
they should also have legislation! 
of this character bearing theirs 
names," was a sarcastic thrust* 
of the Conservative leader. L

Mr. Maitland described ther 
elimination of the Islands as-ef 
"gerrymander," and hoped that i. 
the day when Elbridge Gerry’s" 
tactics are followed in this prov­
ince by all governments will be 
discarded with this bill.

T commit myself to one propo­
sition,” asserted Mr. Maitland. 
'Tt Is that as far as I am con­
cerned there will be no more 
distribution acts along these dis­
gusting lines."

Dr. Lyle Telford, C.C.F., Van­
couver East strongly supported 
Mr. Maitland’s protest He de­
clared that the whole purpose of 
the amendment of the Constsltu- 
tlon Act was political.
BASIS ALL WRONG.

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal, Forty 
George, Insisted the basis- of te-| 
distribution was entirely wrong,'p 
and the result was a government 
actually representing a minority!, 

He then outlined',!

his own electoral system, on a# 
different basis from the present! 
one.

tt E. Winch, C. C. F.. Vancou-| 
ver East, admitted Mr. Perry had* 
stolen his party’s thunder and! 
agreed the complete revision of| 
the electoral system was re- Jj 
quired.

"The government In following! 
such procedure as It has In this I 
bill leaves Itself open to sus-1 
plcion, If not the charge of gerry-j 
mandering," said Mr. Winch.

G. M. Phillips, registrar of 
voters In Vancouver, who drew! 
the redistribution plan, conferred! 
with none but Liberal members I 
during his tour of the province,! 
Mr. Winch claimed.

E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena! 
strongly resented an earlier sug-[ 
gestion of Dr. Telford’s that 
Prince Rupert being “only a 
Slwash village," was readily won 
over to support of Liberals. He 
did not think there was any 
foundation for the claim that a 
gerrymander had been perpe­
trated.

Tom King, Liberal, Columbia, | 
said that the Conservatives who| 
had sat In the House during thel 
gerrymander of the former gov-| 
emment should hang their head 
“and hide In the corridors" whe; 
any suggestion of such a pn 
tlce was made against the present] 
administration.

G. S. Pearson, minister of labor, | 
and representative of Nanaimo! 
Into whose riding the Conserva-! 
tlve Islands have been switched! 
said the move did him no good.! 
If anything It made his position ) 
a little less secure.

He did not want the islands, 
for his constituency was unwieldy 
anyway. The northern two- 
thirds of Vancouver Island was 
represented by only two men, he 
added, and the southern third by 
eight. That was not satisfac­
tory. But in any event, he said, 
he had used no Influence In se­
curing the Islands as an addition 
to his riding, though he would be 
proud to represent them.

Rolf Bruhn, Conservative, Sal­
mon Arm, though he agreed with | 
Mr. Maitland that a Judicial com­
mission should sit on redistribu­
tion. But he did not think a de­
liberate gerrymander had been In­
tended. The select committee had 
been sincere. He did object to the 
elimination of the Islands riding, 
and If they had to go, they should 
have been Joined to Saanich, he 
asserted.

inch Urges Building 
Of B. C. Office Here

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—"Apart 
from the Parliament Buildings in 
Victoria the government doee not 
carry tire Insurance on a single 
one of Its buildings, as far as I’m 
aware,” declared H. E. Winch, 
C C. F, Vancouver-East, spe-*^1 
tag to the closing stages of 
debate on estimates.

On the Vancouver Courtho 
for Instance, no fire lnsurt 
was carried whatever, he said.

Mr. Winch urged that a pubL 
works block be constructed tag 
Vancouver. j

"Thousands are being spent! 
yearly on rentals here for gov-H 
emment offices,’’ he declared. | 
“The amount would be su 
to meet sinking fund and I 
on s sufficient stun to w, 
building belonging to the
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Utopia Is Pictured
H. G. Perry Details System of Triple Votes In 
Territorial, Cultural, Economic Divisions.

By Dally Province start Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Admit- 

I tedly utopian, a system ol elec­
toral representation lor British 
Columbia, based on triple votes 

1 for each voter In territorial,
I economic and cultural divisions 
was suggested to the House by 
H. G. T. Perry (Liberal, Fort 

] George).
Mr. Perry said that It must 

I be recognized that the present 
government represented a ma­
jority ol territorial units, but 
not a majority ol the people. 
With three parties In prospect a 
continuation ol such condition 
might be expected lor some 

| years.
Mr. Perry’s own system lor 

"real representation" Is based 
| on a House ol thlrty-lour mem- 

ers elected Irom sixteen elec­
toral divisions, with a Speaker 
elected by the House from out­
side Its number. Members ol 
the House would elect premier 
and cabinet ministers.

For territorial basis there 
would be one member lor each 
division, as In the lederal House 
—Total sixteen.

In the economic division there 
would be two members lor each 
of the following economic 
groups (one lor management, 
one lor employees) : Farmers of 
the province as a whole, for­
estry, mining, fishery, manu­
facturers and wholesalers, 
finance and Insurance, retailers 
and servicing, transport—Total 
sixteen.

For cultural groups such as 
|, professions, medicine, law, 

teachers, etc., two members 
| elected at large.

■f

[ADMITS CITY H8M 
DENIED RIGHT TO BID;

(Pearson Says Contractors! 
Were Not Given Plans.

I By Dally Province stair Correspondent 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Pursuing 
I his Investigation of the manner 
I In which public contracts are let, 
IR. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva- 
Itive leader, obtained from Hon. G. 
KS. Pearsoh, minister ol labor, in- 
I formation that Baynes & Horie, 
(Vancouver contractors, were re- j fused opportunity ol tendering 
jupon the construction ol the 
I Tuberculosis Hospital In Vancou- 
|ver.

Mr. Maitland earlier In the ses- 
jslon had told how this pioneer 

•acting organization had been 
d plans ol different works 

or the purpose ol bidding on 
(them.

I Contentious Legislation Is j 
Tabled In House.

Dally Province staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Amend­

ments to the Constitution Act- 
one ol the most contentious 
pieces of legislation ol the ses­
sion-implementing the recom­
mendations ol the redistribution 
committee, came Into the Legis­
lature at midnight Wednesday.

The chief features ol the bill, 
which will extend the fight of 
opposition members In the com­
mittee rooms to the floor ol the 
House, are: __

M
l—Elimination ol The Islands 

riding and absorption ol the 
major portion of the former con- 
(j stituency Into Nanaimo.
2—The partition ol Victoria City, 

and setting up of Oak Bay, 
1th a slice ol Saanich, as a 
parafe riding from Victoria.

3—Inclusion ol the North Saanich 
section ol the former Islands 

riding with Saanich.
The main feature of the bill, 

apart from the contentious 
clauses, is the setting up ol a 
separate riding of Albeml. Other 
changes In constituency boun­
daries have roused no alterca-

7n the Legislature

SOI RELIEF 
GIVES RETURN!

Half of B.C.'$ 66 Million | 
Expense Fruitful, 

Pearson Says.
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent I

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Out ol a I 
total ol $66,345,192 expended by I 
the province on account of relief, | 
from April 1, 1930, to March 31,1 
1938, some return had been re-1 
celved lor $37,551,289 ol that 
amount, Hon. Geo. S. Pearson, I 
minister ol labor, told the Legis-1 
lature on Wednesday night.

The minister was replying to I 
statements that there had been I 
no return received by the prov-1 
lnce for the expenditures made I 
on account of relief. I

"It Is true that there has been I 
no return received, oi asked lor, I 
for $28,793,902—that Is In the ! 
way ol actual work—11 human! 
salvage Is not regarded as being I 
a worth while work,” he said; 
“but for the larger portion ol our 
expenditures there have been re­
turns.”
BIG DIRECT BELIEF.

He went on to explain that I 
administration costs had| 
amounted to only 1.79 per cent,: 
or $1,191,923 lor the eight years; I 
while public health had cost an I 
approximate equal amount, E 
$1,168,591.

Direct relief, Including aid to I 
municipalities lrv meeting theirs 
relief costs, totalled $26,433,387, or| 
39.85 per cent ol the entire relief I 
bill.

Many charges listed as relief | 
shoulr really be accounted as | 
public works, he declared. In-j 
eluded In this category were pro-1 
vlnclal roads, bridges, highways] 
and similar construction under-j 
takings, amounting to $16,523,055 j 
or 24.91 per cent
KEPT HI8 PROMISE.

Similarly $12,915,778 advanced! 
to the municipalities had been ex-1 
pended In public Improvements,! 
such as roads, sewers, water-1 
works and other beneficial works. I

Winter projects, Including for-j 
es try camps, public works, flood | 
damage and control, tourist camp 
and road developments and slml-l 
lar works, accounted lorg 
$3,778,042.

Mining trails, roads and forest| 
patrols cost $776,709; youti 
training In forestry and mining,I 
recreational activities and occu-f 
pational classes stood at $440,0 
and assistance to agricultural i 
velopment $73,485.

In presenting the detailed flg-| 
ures, Hon Mr. Pearson said that! 
he was carrying out a promise I 
made earlier In the session to give! 
an accounting. .
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represent
FROM THE PRESS GALLERY

Had the language been less parliamentary you couldn't sav 
what the Macintosh might have called the Straight y

♦ ♦ ♦
On the subject ol redistribution there is an 

going the rounds ot these legislative corridors.

«1 treated

Mrs. Steeves and Hon. Gordon 
Dance to Credit Union Tune

an Interesting story
------„---------------It Is, as we say,hut one ot those things that one hears about two ash cans up 

■ft alley. The soldiers had a name tor It 
9 It appears, so this story goes, that the original Intent ot 

the government was to wipe out the riding ot Salmon Arm and 
chuck It Into Kamloops. 

THEY FAVOR ISOLATION Now Salmon Arm Is one thing 
FOB SALMON ABM M.LA. viewed trom the distance of Vic­

toria and another thing trom 
the shorter range ot Kamloops. It seems that the political 
sages ot Kamloops hollered out loud at the suggestion. They 
knew something ot the personal sway ot this man Bolt Bruhn 
In his own Salmon Arm and his popularity along those blue 
waters that run from the Shuswap to the meeting ot the waters 
at Kamloops.

Politically they regard Mr. Bruhn as smallpox.
They favored continued Isolation of his case in his present 

riding. So Salmon Arm remained a riding and the Kamloops 
chiefs of the Liberal party sleep in their teepees less, at leasttmm nIrrVttrviow

There’s Hurly-Burly Act On Legislature 
Programme, Too—And Some Bitterness.

By TOBCHY ANDERSON.
(Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—When the Legislature sits for a morning, 
afternoon, night and part of the next morning a man should 
unload himself of certain very wise, penetrating political 

observations which would lead to the conclusion that he was not 
only behind the scenes, but, perhaps, a union scene shifter.

Your observer must admit at 
MOST TOUCHING ACT the outset that he held only a 
OF LONG DAY ON STAGE, seat In the gallery, with no 

entree to the stage door and the 
weird goings-on In that penumbra of back-stage where cues are 
given and acts arranged.

Out front, in the opinion of this gallery-ite, the most touch­
ing act of the day was the sweet minuet of Mrs. Dorothy Steeves 
and the agile Hon. Gordon Wlsmér, attorney-general.

They danced to the tune of the Credit Unions Act What a 
chaymlng spectacle It made. Mrs. Steeves leading with a step, the 
attorney-general following In time. Then again, the "A.-G." lead­
ing and Mrs. Steeves tripping to his measure. And all the time 
both as polite and full of old world courtesy as a book of 
etiquette.

Occasionally the lady advanced a little farther, politically, 
of course, than her honorable partner; but he did not let that 
break the rhythm of the dance. One hesitates to go further with 
the theme. It was one of those little beauties that men snatch In 
a life ol turmoil. After all. It's the art of the thing that counts.

One hates to turn from the measure of such political grace 
to the hurly-burly of Industrial disputes and Its blubbermbay 
Implications and more bitter still, the redistribution legislation.

Earlier In the day Hon. Mr. Pearson exlalned why the gov­
ernment had seen fit to open the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbritration Act

Young Mr. Winch came back in the evening to make one of 
his best speeches In the present session.

Mr. Winch was full of fire

■
 but It was a highly concen­
trated, well trained, logical fire.

Mr. Winch said that the gov­
ernment had been made the tool 
of the employers, that Mr. 
Pearson had been duped in the 
same way.

He beat his points in with an 
earnest emphasis and direction 
of aim. Never during the pres­
ent session has the young man 
from Vancouver East been at 
better speaking pitch.

Mr. Winch told the govern­
ment they had been the victim 
of "a fast one."

Earlier Mr. Pearson, speaking 
In his usual strain of reason­
able persuasion had blamed the 
employees at Blubber Bay for 
the formidable feud which 
eventually developed.

Mr. Anscomb was objective. 
He wanted to know when and 
how the row could be settled. 
The minister said the govern- 

HAitOD winch ment had done everything It
... ns a«st Tet could do. He even offered to

appoint Mr. Anscomb at an arbitrator.
The burly member from Victoria expressed willingness

LABOR ACT REFORM!Bang, Goes 
The Islands’ nun SCRIM

-HON. G. S. PEARSON.By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—One last 

desperate attempt on the part 
of Captain Macgregor Macin­
tosh to save his beloved con­
stituency, The Islands, from ex­
tinction failed lamentably late 
Thursday night 

The government steamroller 
flattened the ancient insular 
riding, when Captain Macin­
tosh’s motion to refer the whole 
question back to the redistribu­
tion committee was rejected.

Chairman R. H. Carson ruled 
that a committee of the whole 
House could not make refer­
ence of any matter to any 
other committee.

Captain Macintosh and Her­
bert Anscomb protested. Pre­
mier Pattullo waived the rules 
and ordered a vote to be taken. 
It was, and, without a recorded 
division, the amendment was 
negatived.

"Bang, goes The Islands!" 
exclaimed A. P. Paton, Con­
servative, Point Grey—and the 
bitterest fight of the session 
was over.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
Victoria, Dec. 9.—Although 

Hon. G. S. Pearson, minister of 
labor, turned down no less than 
five C. C. F. amendments to the 
Workmen's Compensation Act 
last night, he Intimated clearly 
that reforms desired by labor are 
under consideration by the gov­
ernment

For one thing he was anxious 
to see amendments sought by 
metaltferous miners for the bene­
fit of silicosis cases and would 
be glad to try to obtain better 
minimum compensation, Mr. 
Pearson said.

Samuel Guthrie, Cowlchan-

The government had two brave challenges to battle when 
the Redistribution BUI had Its Hist baptism of fire for the day. 
Mr. Maitland told them to do what they liked with his Point 
Grey riding and Invited Premier PattuUo to come over there 

and run against him. He 
TWO CHALLENGES HURLED said that would be "exit" for 
AT PREMIER PATTULLO. the Premier, which Is a pretty 

grim thing to say to a man 
who sits opposite backed by a majority of sixteen. The Premier 
and his coUeagues were fairly overwhelmed with invitations. 
Dr. Telford said he was “personally"—and that qualification 
means something so long as you ding to the C.CJ*. executive- 
willing to resign his seat He, too, would like some, government 
member to come over and joust with him.

Mr. Stralth, whose Liberal friends squeezed him in as third 
member for Victoria, was taken to task In no velvet-lined men­

tor County Court judges to rule 
as to whether an injured man was 
[it to work or should receive com­
pensation.

the taU



lectoral Utopia Is Pictured
H. G. Perry Details System of Triple Votes In 
Territorial, Cultural, Economic Divisions.

y Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8—Admit- 

I tedly utopian, a system of elec­
toral representation for British 
Columbia, based on triple votes 
for each voter in territorial, 
economic and cultural divisions 
was suggested to the House by 

I H. G. T. Perry (Liberal, Fort 
I George).

Mr. Perry said that It must 
I be recognized that the present 

government represented a ma­
jority of territorial units, but 
not a majority of the people. 
With three parties in prospect a 
continuation of such condition 
might be expected for some 

I years.
Mr. Perry’s own system for 

"real representation” is based 
| on a House of thirty-four mem- 

*r« elected from sixteen elec­
toral divisions, with a Speaker 
elected by the House from out­
side Its number. Members of 
the House would elect premier 
and cabinet ministers.

For territorial basis there 
would be one member for each 
division, as in the federal House 
—Total sixteen.

In the economic division there 
would be two members for each 
of the following economic 
groups (one for management, 
one for employees) : Farmers of 
the province as a whole, for­
estry, mining, fishery, manu­
facturers and wholesalers, 
finance and insurance, retailers 

I and servicing, transport—Total 
Sixteen.

For cultural groups such as 
professions, medicine, law, 
teachers, etc., two members 

, elected at large.
mm

ÜiïS cm FE
DENIED RIGHT TOBID

| Pearson Says Contractors j 
Were Not Given Plans.

I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Pursuing 
I his investigation of the manner 
I in which public contracts are let, I 
JR. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva- 
I tive leader, obtained from Hon. G. 
nS. Pearson, minister of labor, In- 
I formation that Baynes & Horie, 
j Vancouver contractors, were re- 
I fused opportunity of tendering 
Jupon the construction of the 
I Tuberculosis Hospital in Vancou- 
Iver.
j Mr. Maitland earlier in the ses- 
Ision had told how this pioneer 
I contracting organization had been 
■denied plans of different works 
I for the purpose of bidding on 
■them.

I NEW BATTLE LOONS 
ON REDISTRIBUTION :

Contentious Legislation Is j 
Tabled In Hoyse.

Dally Province Staff Correspondent. l| 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Amend­

ments to the Constitution Act— i] 
one of the most contentious 
pieces of legislation of the ses-1 
sion—Implementing the recom­
mendations of the redistribution I 
committee, came into the Legis-| 
lature at midnight Wednesday.

The chief features of the bill, II 
which will extend the light of | 
opposition members in the com-[ 
mittee rooms to the floor of the ) 
House, are:

J1—Elimination of The Islands II 
riding and absorption of the 

| major portion of the former con- 
1 stltuency Into Nanaimo, 
j 2—The partition of Victoria City, 

and setting up of Oak Bay, 
dth a slice of Saanich, as a | 
fcparate riding from Victoria.

13—Inclusion of the North Saanich I 
section of the former Islands | 

| riding with Saanich.
The main feature of the bill, I 

I apart from the contentious | 
| clauses, is the setting up of 
S separate riding of Albemi. Other | 
jj changes in constituency boun-1 

daries have roused no altères-1

In the Legislature

SOME RELIEF 
OIVESRETURNI

Half of B.C.’s 66 Million | 

Expense Fruitful, 
Pearson Says.

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent I
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Out of a I 

total of $66,345,192 expended by 
the province on account of relief, I 
from April 1, 1930, to March 31,1 
1938, some return had been re­
ceived for $37,55L289 of that 
amount, Hon. Geo. S. Pearson, 
minister of labor, told the Legis­
lature on Wednesday night.

The minister was replying to 
statements that there had been 
no return received by the prov­
ince for the expenditures made 
on account of relief.

‘Tt is true that there has been 
no return received, or asked for, 
for $28,793,902—that is in the 
way of actual work—If human I 
salvage is not regarded as being 
a worth while work," he said; 
“but for the larger portion of our 
expenditures there have been re­
turns."
BIG DIRECT BELIEF.

He went on to explain that 
administration costs had 
amounted to only 1.79 per cent., 
or $1,191,923 for the eight years;. 
while public health had cost an I 
approximate equal amount, 8 
$1,168,591.

Direct relief, including aid to I 
municipalities in- meeting their J 
relief costs, totalled $26,433,387, or I 
39.85 per cent of the entire relief J 
bill.

Many charges listed as relief I 
shoulr really be accounted as I 
public works, he declared. In-f 
eluded in this category were pro-g 
vinclal roads, bridges, highways 8 
and similar construction under- j 
takings, amounting to $16,523,055 [ 
or 24.91 per cent
KEPT HIS PROMISE.

Similarly $12,915,778 advanced! 
to the municipalities had been ex-F 
pended in public improvements,! 
such as roads, sewers, water-1 
works and other beneficial works. |

Winter projects, including for-B 
es try camps, public works, flood I 
damage and control, tourist camp! 
and road developments and slml-I 
lar works, accounted forfi 
$3,778,042.

Mining trails, roads and forest! 
patrols cost $776,709; youth! 
training in forestry and mining, I 
recreational activities and occu-l 
pational classes stood at $440,0 
and assistance to agricultural de-1 
velopment $73,485.

In presenting the detailed flg-| 
tires, Hon Mr. Pearson said thatl 
he was carrying out a promise I 
made earlier in the session to give! 
an accounting. •
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[Mrs. Steeves and Hon. Gordon! 

!Dance to Credit Union Tune
There's Hurly-Burly Act On Legislature 
Programme, Too—And Some Bitterness.

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
(Daily Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—When the Legislature sits for a morning, 
afternoon, night and part of the next morning a man should 
unload himself of certain very wise, penetrating political 

observations which would lead to the conclusion that he was not 
only behind the scenes, but, perhaps, a union scene shifter.

Your observer must admit at 
MOST TOUCHING ACT the outset that he held only a 
OF LONG DAY ON STAGE, seat In the gallery, with no 

entree to the stage door and the 
weird golngson In that penumbra of back-stage where cues are 
given and acts arranged.

Out front, In the opinion of this gallery-lte, the most touch­
ing act of the day was the sweet minuet of Mrs. Dorothy Steeves 
and the agile Hon. Gordon Wlsmér, attorney-general.

They danced to the tune of the Credit Unions Act What a 
charming spectacle It made. Mrs. Steeves leading with a step, the 
attorney-general following In time. Then again, the "A.-G." lead­
ing and Mrs. Steeves tripping to his measure. And all the time 
both as polite and lull of old world courtesy as a book of 
etiquette.

Occasionally the lady advanced a little farther, politically, 
of course, than her honorable partner; but he did not let that 
break the rhythm of the dance. One hesitates to go further with 
the theme. It was one of those little beauties that men snatch In 
a life of turmoil. After all, It's the art of the thing that counts.

4- ♦ ♦
One hates to turn from the measure of such political grace 

to the hurly-burly of Industrial disputes and Its blubbermbay 
implications and more bitter still, the redistribution legislation.

Earlier In the day Hon. Mr. Pearson exlalned why the gov­
ernment had seen fit to open the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act

Young Mr. Winch came back In the evening to make one of 
his best speeches In the present session.

Mr. Winch was full of fire 
but It was a highly concen­
trated, well trained, logical fire.

Mr. Winch said that the gov­
ernment had been piade the tool 
of the employers, that Mr. 
Pearson had been duped in the 
same way.

He beat his points in with an 
earnest emphasis and direction 
of aim. Never during the pres-- 
ent session has the young man 
from Vancouver East been at 
better speaking pitch.

Mr. Winch told the govern­
ment they had been the victim 
of “a fast one.”

Earlier Mr. Pearson, speaking 
in his usual strain of reason­
able persuasion had blamed the 
employees at Blubber Bay for 
the formidable feud which 
eventually developed.

Mr. Anscomb was objective.
He wanted to know when and 
how the row could be settled. 
The minister said the govern- 

harod winch ment had done everything it
... Hi» B«»t lit. could do. He even offered to

appoint Mr. Anscomb as an arbitrator.
The burly member from Victoria expressed willingness 

to act
♦

The government had two brave challenges to battle when 
the Redistribution Bill had Its first baptism of fire for the day. 
Mr. Maitland told them to do what they liked with his Point 
Grey riding and Invited Premier PattuUo to come over there 

and run against him. He 
TWO CHALLENGES HURLED said that would be "exit? for 
AT PREMIER PATTULLO. the Premier, which Is a pretty 

grim thing to say to a man 
who sits opposite backed by a majority of sixteen. The Premier 
and his colleagues were fairly overwhelmed with Invitations.
Dr. Telford said he was “personally”—and that qualification 
means something so long as you cling to the C.C.F. executive- 
willing to resign his seat He, too, would like some, government 
member to come over and Joust with him.

Mr. Stralth, whose Liberal friends squeezed him In as third 
was taken to task In no velvet-lined man- 

the tall

Still represents The Islands, but whose riding has been 
with a heavy dose of political vanishing cream.

Had the language been less parliamentary you couldn’t say 
what the Macintosh might have called the Straight

♦ it
On the subject of redistribution there Is an Interesting story 

going the rounds of these legislative corridors. It Is, as we say, 
just one of those things that one hears about two ash cans up 
the alley. The soldiers had a name for It

It appears, so this story goes, that the original intent of 
the government was to wipe out the riding of Salmon Arm and 

chuck It Into Kamloops. 
THEY FAVOR ISOLATION Now Salmon Arm Is one thing 
FOB SALMON ARM M.L.A. viewed from the distance of Vic­

toria and another thing from 
the shorter range of Kamloops. It seems that the political 
sages of Kamloops hollered out loud at the suggestion. They 
knew something of the personal sway of this man Rolf Bruhn 
In his own Salmon Arm and his popularity along those blue 
waters that run from the Shuswap to the meeting of the waters 
at Kamloops.

Politically they regard Mr. Bruhn as smallpox.
They favored continued isolation of his case In his present 

riding. So Salmon Arm remained a riding and the Kamloops 
chiefs of the Liberal party sleep in their teepees less, at least 
one nightmare.

♦ ♦ ♦
In government circles the city of Prince Rupert Is the place 

of the prophet for that is the riding of their chief, Premier 
Pattullo. Imagine their shocked 

C.C.F. MEMBERS FROWN Indignation when Dr. Lyle Tel- 
AT "SIWASH VILLAGE.” ford referred to It as a "Stwash 

village.” Now a Slwash village Is 
a nice tourist attraction, but It’s not the sort of thing to say about 
a city where there are a lot of votes.

There were sad frowns in the C.C.F. ranks when the outrid­
ing doctor made this crack. It Is not, as you might Imagine, 
very good politics.

Mr. Maitland, in a comparatively reasonable mood, had said 
that he would rather contest Point Grey with Premier Pattullo 
because It was a bigger, more representative riding.

Mr. Kenney came staunchly to the support of the party and 
Prince Rupert with the observation that the people of Prince 
Rupert were as highly cultured as those of any other part of 
the planet He resented the Imputation.

mm

“Bang, Goes 
The Islands”

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
’ VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—One last 
desperate attempt on the part 
of Captain Macgregor Macin­
tosh to save his beloved con­
stituency, The Islands, from ex­
tinction failed lamentably late 
Thursday night

The government steamroller 
flattened the ancient insular 
riding, when Captain Macin­
tosh’s motion to refer the whole 
question back to the redistribu­
tion committee was rejected.

Chairman R. H. Carson ruled 
that a committee of the whole 
House could not make refer­
ence of anv matter to any 
other comimttee.

Captain Macintosh and Her­
bert Anscomb protested. Pre­
mier Pattullo waived the rules 
and ordered a vote to be taken. 
It was, and, without a recorded 
division, the amendment was 
negatived.

"Bang, goes The Islands!” 
exclaimed A. P. Paton, Con­
servative, Point Grey—and the 
bitterest fight of the session 
was over.

LiBflR ACT REFORMS
—HON. G. 8. PEARSON. I

J By Dally Province Staff Correa pondent 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 9—Although 

jijjHon. G. S. Pearson, minister of 
labor, turned down no less than 

■ five C. C. F. amendments to the 
■Workmen’s Compensation Act 
Blast night, he intimated clearly 
■that reforms desired by labor are 
E' under consideration by the gov- 

™]emment. ,-
For one thing he was anxious 

to see amendments sought by 
metallferous miners for the bene­
fit of silicosis cases and would 
be glad to try to obtain better 
minimum compensation, Mr. 
Pearson said.

Samuel Guthrie, Cowlchaqi 
Newcastle, asked that the age of 
compensable dependants be In­
creased to 18. a
E. E. Winch, Burnaby, sought 

an amendment to better protect) 
workers whose lungs might be­
come affected through workings 
In dust. Mrs. Dorothy Steeves 
wanted benefits for domestic 
servants. Colin Cameron asked 
for consideration for men in the 
fishing fleets. Mr. Guthrie asked 
for County Court Judges tq rule 
as to whether an injured man was

Kit to work or should receive coro-|| 
ensation.
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Macdonald Report Declares Uncontrolled
Oil Can Destroy Coal Industry
Price Regulation by Public

Says Coi
VICTORIA, 

Highlights of 
of the Macd 
British Colui 
petroleum ind 
fore the Prov 
today:

"At present 
company coni 
of gasoline, i 
the price of h 
virtually des 
Columbia cost

“Naturally we realized the mul-| 
tlplldty of and duplication of 
service stations could not be 
eliminated ‘over night,’ that it 
would take a reasonable time to 
do so. Therefore we found that 
the reduction to 23 cents should 
take place Immediately and ini 
due course further reductions 
should follow, until the oil com-] 
panics had disappeared from the! 
wholesale and retail fields and 
normal business competition had 
adjusted the number of garages 
and bona fide Independent ser] 
vice stations needed In any com] 

| munity. v *

i wants, all the oil companies have 
I to do is to lower fuel oil to a price 
I which coal can not meet and then 
I recoup themselves for any losses 
I therefrom by charging motorists 
I and other gasoline users a higher 
I price for gasoline."

Mr. Justice Macdonald claims j 
the "death warrant of the Van­
couver Island coal mining Indus­
try has been signed” If a view­
point should be generally accepted 
that the price of gasoline is a 

I matter for sole determination by 
the oil companies without super­
vision by government or legis­
lature.

He advocates establishment of] 
central coal distributing depots, | 
“or some modification of that I 
principle" as the only effective I 
way In which the preesnt high I 
distribution charges can be I 
reduced to a point where coal can I 
compete effectively In building I

Body Held Highly Desirable
Interests of Province Demand Fuel Oil, Coal 
Be Put On Equal Footing, Says Commissioner.

"V7ICTORIA, Dec. 9.—(CP)—At present a private body or 
V company controlling the price of gasoline, and conse­

quently the price of heavy fuel oil, can virtually destroy the 
British Columbia coal industry, according to the third section

‘Regulation, 
public body is 
in Its (the co 
terest and In 
est”Ulv ptvvutvv, e

“Regulation, therefore, by a public body is highly désir-, 
able in its (coal industry’s) interest and in the public in­
terests," the report says.

It states that in the oil industry heavy fuel oil costs have 
been “loaded” onto gasoline to enable lower prices to large

“A reductic 
price of gasc 
step to save t 
land coal lndi 
tlon.”

the report says.

■loaded” onto gasoline to enable lower prices to large 
consumers of heavy fuel oil.

“So likewise in the distribution' 
of coal the domestic and smaller 
consumers have been saddled with 
higher distribution charges, to 
enable lower delivered prices to 
the large building heating plants.
If the argument applies against 
oil It must apply also against 
coal.”

But the commissioner says 
“this report on the whole is

WEIR TO SPEED] “British Co 
fuel oil must 
customs or d 
ported heavy 
it to be sold 
delivered prie 

“A large i 
lost to Vanct 
because of Its

“1 British Columbia coals are’ 
a suitable and convenient fuel;

*2. In general, about the same 
efficiency may be expected from 
either coal or heavy fuel oil pro­
vided design and operating con­
ditions are equally suitable.

"3- If coal and heavy fuel oil 
both are sold at economic deliv­
ered prices, coal should have a 
decided advantage over heavy 
fuel oil; reductions In mining 
costs on Vancouver Island, and 
elimination of top heavy coal dis­
tribution charges are essential 
conditions to support this con­
clusion.”
DEFINES PRICES.

Mr. Justice Macdonald defines j 
"economic delivered prices” as

INSURANCE AC
I Doctors Name Committee 

To Confer With Him 
On Details.

K By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
| VICTORIA.—Dr. G. M. Weir, 
(provincial secretary, proposes to 
start conferences immediately 
after the present session of the 
Legislature, with a view to work­
ing out a province-wide health in­
surance scheme.

This announcement was made | 
in municipal committee of the 
Legislature today by Dr. Gordon | 
Kenning, Victoria, during hearing ] 
of an application of Reeve G. A. I 
Crulckshanks or Matsqul for per-1 
missive legislation for a plebls-1 
cite on a municipal health insur-l 
ance plan.
COMMITTEE NAMED.

Later Dr. Kenning, represent-1 
ing the College of Physicians and I 
Surgeons, announced that a com-1 
mittee had been named to discuss I 
with the provincial secretary and I 
his advisers details for the pro-1

ductlon and dl
“Establlshm 

coal diatribe 
some modifie! 
ciple, Is the o

I that he applies to oil companies. 
I “Canadian Collieries defended 
I these conditions on the ground 
I It was forced to sell railways and 
I industi y below cost in order to 
I compete with heavy fuel oil also 
I selling below cost,” he says.
I “It will be obvious that If Can- 
I adian Collieries has a good com- 
I plaint against the oil companies 
I for selling heavy fuel oil below 
I cost, then for the same reason 
I the domestic coal consumer must 
I have an equally good complaint 
I against Canadian Collieries for 
I selling below cost to railways and 
I Industry.”

The commissioner finds that “a 
reduction In the selling price of 

| gasoline is the first step to save 
Vancouver Island coal Industry 
from extinction.” If the price | 
of gasoline Is reduced to the] 
extent It should be, then heavy | 
fuel oil would be compelled to I 
carry its own fair load of cost, I 
and compete with coal on a fair I 
comparative basis.

In the first section of his report, I 
Mr. Justice Macdonald found the I 
retail gasoline price in Vancouver I 
should have been not more than.I

in which the 
tributlon chai 
be reduced t 
coal could corlegitimate step to encourage its 

use and to place it on a footing 
of equality with heavy fuel olL”
MACDONALD NAMED.

; Mr. Justic M. A. Macdonald of 
the British Columbia appeal court 
was appointed by the Provincial 

I Government In 1934 to Investigate 
the two Industries. The first two 
sections of his report were tabled 
In the Legislature last autumn. 
The final section was tabled today.

The present section correlates 
the findings of the other two, and 
lists the commissioner’s findings 
In regard to the comparative 
values of coal and petroleum pro­
ducts In their economic uses and 
In relation to public welfare.

Mr. Justice Macdonald finds 
that coal mined In British Colum­
bia Is adaptable to modern and 
efficient methods of use and con­
sumption.

He answers the suggestion pul 
forth by the Building Owners and 
Managers’ Association of Vancou­
ver that coal Is outmoded with 
this statement:

"Instead of coal being a deca­
dent fuel, ... the experience In

"British Col 
suitable and 
adaptable to 
cient method! 
sumption.”

being based upon reasonable pro­
duction, marketing and distribu­
tion costs, with allowance for 
reasonable profit on necessary “Instead of 

cadent fuel . . 
Great Britain, 
and elsewher 
presents one 
ful fields to 
search.”

capitalization.
He finds that his three con­

clusions have “No value to the 
coal-mlnlng Industry or the con­
sumer, so long as their effect Is 
defeated by competitive prices 
which bear no relation to the 
cost of production and distribu­
tion of either coal or heavy fuel 
oil."

He finds that on companies

"This repor 
favorable to 
the facts wan

have “exploited” the consumer’s 
tendency to buy the cheapest fuel 
by selling heavy fuel oil in com­
petition with coal "at prices much 
below cost of production.”

‘To Illustrate, In November, 
1935 (When gasoline price in 
Vancouver was 29 cents a gallon) 
the Vancouver motorist in every] 
ten gallons of gasoline purchased 
paid $1.10 in excess of the fair 
retaU price; this $1.10 excess price 
paid by nearly 100,000 British] 
Columbia motorists did not show] 
as oil company net profit, be] 
cause it was ‘shifted back* to 
make uj> (among other similar]

"Losses Inc 
companies) 1 
have been loai 
thereby lucre 
costs of proc

“In the dis 
the domestic 
sumers have 
higher disti 
to enable low 
to the large 
plants.”

and 1935 conditions. This would 
have been a reduction of 11 cents 
per gallon.

This price would only be an! 
economic one If the “multiplicity 
and duplication” of gasoline serv-j

j that discussions will commence 
| Immediately.
| "This has been my hope," Dr. 
G. M. Weir told The Daily Prov­
ince.

The committee decided to com­
promise, however, and will allow j 
Matsqul to hold a plebiscite. I

But any health insurance] 
scheme worked out by the muni­
cipality with any doctors must] 
have the approval of the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of]

ice stations was eliminated. Until 
this was done, 23 cents per gallon

Furnace ol 
household he 
be sold in 
“It has ^aln

because of t 
of coal in pres 
of price and 
to automatic 

"Heavy fui 
two direct tax 
per barrel p

would be a fair price.
The commissioner said 

“in view of the propaganda 
being circulated by oil compa 
It Is emphasized that the n 
tlon to 23 cents per gallon

losses) some $1,400,000 losses in 
curred in heavy fuel oil sales be 
low cost to the Canadian Pacific 
and Canadian National Railways 
PLACES CONTROL.

“In this province the oil com 
panics who control the price o 
gasoline, control also not only the 
price of heavy fuel oil but have

not contemplated to interfere - 
service stations as they then 
now exist. We made it pla 
to quote from the petroleum 

[port:
"With present wasteful met) 

of distribution the retail prieIndustry virti
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highlights of the fuel probe findings

Can Be Destroyed, Virtually, By a Body Setting PriceSays Coal Industry
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—(CP)— 

Highlights of the third section 
of the Macdonald report on 
British Columbia's coal and 
petroleum industries, tabled be­
fore the Provincial Legislature 
today:

to larger building heating plants 
at economic delivered prices, 
and coal will not, we see ho 
justification for penalizing 
heavy fuel oil by the continu­
ance of those direct taxes.”

“We found no evidence of any 
practical scientific tests by any­
one in the province which we 
could safely accept as weighing 
the merits of specific coals and 
fuel oils.

“This situation is in large 
part due to the lack of initiative 
of the coal companies them­
selves.”

“Production, marketing and 
distribution costs of Imperial 
Oil, Shell Oil, Union Oil and 
Standard Oil were not avail­
able in British Columbia. The 
British Columbia managers of 
these companies had little 
knowledge of costs.”

“The enquiry concerned that 
ofrrt of the business of the oil, 

companies carried on in British 
Columbia. Because, however, 
of the costing system followed 
by integrated oil companies it 
was necessary to explore many 
avenues to reach conclusions in 
respect to costs of production 
and distribution in this prov­
ince.”

"At present a private body or 
company controlling the price 
of gasoline, and consequently 
the price of heavy fuel oil, can 
virtually destroy the British 
Columbia coal industry.”

‘Regulation, therefore, by a 
public body is highly desirable 
in its (the coal industry’s) in­
terest and in the public inter­
est”

“A reduction in the selling 
price of gasoline is the first 
step to save the Vancouver Is­
land coal industry from extinc­
tion.”

“British Columbia processed 
fuel oil must be protected by a 
customs or dump duty on im­
ported heavy fuel oil to enable 
it to be sold at an. economic 
delivered price.”

“A large market has been 
lost to Vancouver Island coal 
because of its high cost of pro­
duction and distribution.”

“Establishment of central 
coal distributing depots, or 
some modification of that prin­
ciple, is the only effective way 
in which the present high dis­
tribution charges for coal can 
be reduced to a point where 
coal could compete effectively.”

“British Columbia coals are a 
suitable and convenient fuel 
adaptable to modern and effl 
cient methods of use and con­
sumption.”

“Instead of coal being a de­
cadent fuel . . the experience in 
Great Britain, the United States 
and elsewhere shows that it 
presents one of the most fruit­
ful fields for commercial re­
search.”

FIGURES IN PROBE—Ur. Justice Macdonald, royal 
commissioner who probed the fuel industry in B. C., is 
shown at the right. At the left is Dr. W. A. Carrothers, 
chairman of the Fuel Products Board, which will func­
tion under legislation passed at this session of the House.

“As crude oil is not pro­
duced in British.Columbia, coal 
is the logical and economic fuel 
to be used in this province, 
whenever it is at all suitable 
for use.” FC. PREPARED INDUSTRY

I Mr. Justice Macdonald, while! 
making the statement that the] 
present control of fuel oil can] 
destroy the British Columbia coal] 
Industry, does not spare the coal 
industry itself. Coal producers 
are criticized for their high costs 
of production and distribution 
and lack of modern and efficient, 
methods of use and consumption..

The first two reports were on 
coal and gasoline. The present 
report corelates them. It Is 
charged that losses Incurred by 
the oil companies on fuel oil have 
been loaded on gasoline, which 
the government Is now fighting to, 
bring to a reduced price level.

On the other hand, the report! 
charges that the domestic coal 
consumer has been saddled with] 
the load of enabling the coal pro­
ducers to sell their product to.

I large heating plants.
It finds that fuel oil has gained I 

its hold through the backward­
ness of the coal producers In pre­
senting more convenient forms of 
handling their fuel

The commissioner admits in­
ability to get at the production, I 
marketing and distribution coftl 
of oil owing to facts and figures I 
not available In British Columbia. I

It Is hard to see how legislators, I 
now In the throes of finishingJ 
their work, can digest and discuss] 
the present report before proroga-l 
tion.

“We find . . that In building 
heating plants, such as office 
buildings, hotels, department 
stores, Institutions and such 
like, coal can be used with a 
substantial annual saving."

"In stationary and industrial 
power plants we find that sub­
stantial saving can be effected 
In the use of coal, whether 
pulverized or mechanically 
stoked."

“About the same efficiency 
may be expected from either 
coal or heavy fuel oil in sta­
tionary plants."

"This report on the whole is 
favorable to coal only because 
the facts warrant it."

"Losses Incurred (by the oil 
companies) in heavy fuel oil 
have been loaded on to gasoline, 
thereby increasing its alleged 
costs of production."

"In the distribution of coal 
the domestic and smaller con­
sumers have been saddled with 
higher distribution charges, 
to enable lower delivered prices 
to the large building heating 
plants." ,_ ...

Furnace oil used mainly in 
household heating appears to 
be sold In fair competition. 
"It has galned_a foothold In 
the household market largely 
because of the backwardness 
of coal In presenting advantages 
of price and convenience due 
to automatic firing."

"Heavy fuel oil now bears 
two direct taxes—the 1714 cents 
per barrel provincial tax and 
the 8 per cent Dominion sales 
tax, while coal has no direct

"If heavy fuel oil and coal 
were sold at economic delivered 
prices, the use of coal In rail­
way locomotives should result 
In substantial annual savings."

to reduce the price of gasoline is 
based on a report made by Mr. 
Justice M. A. Macdonald last 
year.

Hon. Gordon Wismer, attorney- 
general, has argued that the Mac­
donald report should not be con­
sidered as the essential basis of 
the legislation now sub Judice.
third edition.

Today, with the prorogation of 
the House only hours away, the 
government tabled a third edition j 
of the Macdonald report—a brief! 
of two bulky volumes which each] 
measures four inches thick on 
heavy mimeograph paper. (See 
details on page 32 and 33.)

Hie government alone knows] 
exactly why the report, which 
has been in Its hands four days, 
was tabled. But the Inference is 
that If the courts insist on con-] 
sidering the original Macdonald 
report as pertinent to the pres] 
ent litigation the attorney-general 
will insist that It be considered M 
Its entirety. The report is now-

Pensions Changes Do 
Not Affect Teachers

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—The pres­
end amendments to municipal 
pensions legislation now before 
the Legislature do not apply to 
school teachers, whose pensions 
scheme comes under a separate 
act.

Therefore the general scaling! 
down of municipal pensions does 
not apply to teachers. The teach- 
ers’ fund is now under scrutiny 
and It is likely that any adjust-

will be subject of lei
session of thethere­

•mvrav*
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Cut Pricél 
I Of Gas 2 Cents Since 1935

[Believes Engines Should Use 
Coal Instead of Oil for Fuel

“This finding ol course Intended 
that the reduction should be 
absorbed wholly by the oil com­
panies and not that a proportion 
of It should be passed on to the 
service station dealer. This should 
be a compelling Influence on the 
oil companies to retire from the 
retail field.”

Oil companies voluntarily re­
duced the price from 29 to 27 
cents since 1935. The British Co­
lumbia Coal and Petroleum 
Board, appointed after the first 
two sections of the Macdonald 
report were tabled, has since 
ordered an additional reduction 
ranging from 3 cents In Vancou­
ver to 6 cents in other sections 
of the province.

(Putting into effect of the order 
Is restrained by an Injunction 
pending determination In the 
courts of validity of the Provin­
cial Coal and Petroleum Products 
Control Board Act The gasoline 
prices mentioned all Include a 
seven-cent government tax).

"In order to preserve the'coal 
lining Industry ... and to main­

tain the employment of some 
1600 mining employees, public 
regulation of the price of gaso­
line can not be avoided,” the com­
missioner says.

He comments It has been 
asserted that great loss will 
occur If gasoline prices are 
reduced.

“There will be a reduction in 
revenue from gasoline sales. As 
often pointed out heavy fuel oil 

[ is sold In this province below cost 
FACT ADMITTED.

“That fact has been found by 
this commission, supported by 
the Tariff Board, and finally, If 
any further proof is needed, 
admitted by the Imperial Oil 
Limited, through Its represSnl 
fives in a statement given to the 

tish Columbia) Economic 
unclL
“All companies now operating 

refineries In British Columbia 
(Imperial, Union and Shell—no 
reference here to Standard as It 
came Into British Columbia later) 

ln,1334 a erand 
of 30,691,387 gallons of gaso-
and 166,320,7Q7 gallons 

ivy fuel oil (Including ini 
sales of the latter), 

of the fact that on 
whole they sold and dealt with 

over five times as much heavy 
fuel oil at gasoline, the former] 

[‘regardless of cost,* the reader 
may estimate what ajustaient 
in prices would absorb any 
(Umlnuatlon of revenue conse­

il upon a reduction in gaso- 
prices.

"The foregoing statement 
' on 1934 figures. There Is 

to assume that this gen- 
relation has not been vlr 

maintained In subsequenl

UCK "FIXED NOW.” !
I “For the benefit of those wl 
I have qualms about anything tha'
I savors of regulation of the pri 
I of gasoline. It should be 
I once that the price of gi 

red now. . . It has 1
' the oil companies with

'......

:y due to tne excessive num-1 
ber of dealers and the top-heavy] 
system- of distribution.

He says Canadian Collieries’1 
method of charging depreciation] 
was the cause of fluctuations ini 
production costs from year to I 
year.

“That depreciation may bel 
charged by the dictates of ex-f 
pedlency in other coal mines Ini 
Canada as well as Canadian Col-r 
lerles is not proof that it is a| 
correct method; but rather evi-r 
dence that these m'nes c i back-1 
ward in tiHr * a- Inga 
systems,” the co . on-1
tlnues.

The commissioner says he I 
favors a “customs duty on lm-[ 
ported heavy fuel oil high enough I 
to enable it to be sold at economic I 
delivered prices.” In 1935, heavy! 
fuel oil delivered direct to coastal | 
points from outside the province 
had an advantage over British 
Columbia processed fuel oil not 
compensated for by the existing 
customs duty of 17H cents a 
barrel.

Unless the additional duty Is 
put on, he claims, “the price of 
British Columbia heavy fuel oil 
to large users may be dictated by 
California heavy fuel oil dumped 
Into this province at prices which 
can not be competed with, either 
by British Columbia fuel oil or by 
coal.”

“The lower the price at which 
British Columbia processed fuel 
oil sells in order to compete with 
California heavy fuel oil, the 
greater the heavy fuel oil losses 
to be absorbed by British Colum­
bia processed gasoline," he com­
ments.

The commissioner says high I 
costs of Vancouver Island coal I 
have enabled Alberta coal to I 
make “substantial inroads” in the I 
Vancouver market, and thousands I 
of sawdust burners have also! 
reduced Vancouver Island coal | 
consumption.

|| FIRST STEP SUGGESTED.
"One of the first steps essential I 

| to regaining these markets Is I 
I reduction In direct mining costs, [ 
| which should approximate one | 
} dollar per short ton.”

While heavy fuel oil competes I 
I unfairly with coal because It Is I 
| sold below cost furnace oil used I 
I mainly In household heating ap-l 
I pears "to be sold In fair compe-1 
Itition.”

"It has gained a foothold in the I 
I household market largely because I 
I of the backwardness of coal In I 
I presenting advantages of price I 
1 and convenience due to automatic I 
| firing," the commlslsoner states. I

"Heavy fuel oil now bears two! 
1 direct taxes—the 17H cents per| 
I barrel provincial tax and the 8 
| per cent Dominion sales tax —I 
■ while coal has no direct tax, not! 
U even the sales tax.

"In the circumstances, there-1 
yore, If heavy fuel oil will sell 1 

rger building heating plants at I 
conomic delivered prices and I 

1 coal will not we see no Justifies-1 
Ition for penalizing heavy fuel oil! 

*"( the continuance of those directs

causes—multiplicity of and du-1 
plication of coal dealers and the I 
present system of delivering coalj 
in sacks.

"Until these two causes arej 
removed we do not see how i 
nomlc coal delivered prices can] 
be attained. It Is true a reduction 
to $8.10 per short ton can 
made immediately, with progrès- 
slxe reductions, as these two! 
causes are gradually eliminated,I 
coupled with reduction In cost of! 
production.
"... Coal, gasoline and heavy] 

fuel oil are products of such com! 
mon and necessary dally use that! 
they should be stripped of alls 
economic waste to assure the I 
lowest reasonable price to the| 
public.”
SAVING HELD POSSIBLE.

The commissioner finds that I 
in building heating plants such! 
as In office buildings and hotels,r 
and in stationary and industrial] 
power plants, substantial savings! 
can be effected through use of| 
coal instead of heavy fuel oil

If heavy fuel oil and coal are] 
sold at economic delivered prices,! 
a saving will be made in use of| 
coal In railway locomotives.

The commissioner said It! 
should not be accepted as a final! 
and settled fact that coal can not] 
be safely used In logging opera-1 
lions In British Columbia. An! 
open mind should be maintained! 
and exhaustive tests made to! 
settle the question. Coal appears! 
to be safely used in logging] 
operations in the State of Wash-f 
ington and on one part of Van-| 
couver Island.

Coal could be used to advantage! 
in some types of coastal ships | 
and deepsea vessels.

Revising the present coal dis-1 
tribution setup by setting up of! 
central coal distributing depots! 
would “not only result in lower! 
prices to the consumer," but it] 
would also "enable coal to com-l 
pete with heavy fuel oil In largél 
markets, that without It will be| 
beyond Its reach."

‘Tt would result, too, In morel 
production; more weak for miners] 
and more labor In actual dlstri-| 
button to the consumer.”

Commissioner Macdonald says! 
he was “disturbed” by the fact! 
that domestic and industrial con-1 
sumers of fuel "discarded coal] 
for fuel oil either without tests! 
or any adequate investigation I 
Into the question of suitability,! 
cost and use or by enlisting the] 
aid of combustion engineers.

"We found Ho evidence of i 
practical scientific tests by any-l 
one In the province which we I 
could safely accept as weighing! 
the merits of specific' coals and] 
fuel oils.

“The situation Is In large parti 
due to the lack of Initiative of| 
the coal companies themselves."

Dealing with use of coal ln| 
building heating plants, Mr.! 
Justice Ma 
no instano
sented that heating with 1 
or diesel oil i 

i with !

imported heavy fuel oil an». 
$1.8550 based on British Columbia! 
refinery production.

At the same time he finds the I 
economic delivered price of Van-] 
couver Island coal was $4.80791 
at the wharf in Vancouver, or! 
delivered to consumers In Van-] 
couver $5.8079.
REFERS TO TESTS.

He refers to tests on the relative I 
merits of heavy fuel oil and coal I 
In heating two hotels in Chicago,] 
made by the Commercial Testing I 
and Engineering Company.

Taking into account differences! 
in heavy fuel oil and coal used! 
in Chicago and those used in] 
British Columbia, the commis-1 
sioner finds that in similar tests! 
here, the cost of fuel oil would! 
be considerably higher than! 
Nanaimo coal to do the samel 
work.

The saving by using Nanaimo! 
coal would be $1.4818 for each! 
ton needed. If Comox coal were | 
used, the saving would be evèn| 
greater.

If heavy fuel oil were sold at] 
economic delivered prices, Nan-1 
almo coal could still compete on] 
even terms, even though It ’ 
sold at $7.59 per short ton, which I 
is $1.48 above Its economic deliv-J 
ered price as calculated by the] 
commission.

Comox coal could compete at I 
$8.10 per short ton, or $1.99 above | 
its economic delivered price.

“It will be apparent," the com-1 
missioner says, “that If Van-1 
couver Island coal does not wish I 
deliberately to make heavy fuel! 
oil a present of a market Involv- [ 
ing a substantial part of 34.87 per I 
cent, of its .production (the do-1 
mestic trade requirements) not] 
only must the cost of mining bel 
reduced at least 85 cents per ton I 
iut retail distribution charges I 
must be lowered very consider-1 
ably below 52.25 per short ton] 
(which in itself is 75 cents below I 
the present “leased yard spread” | 
and $1.25 below the ordinary | 
"dealer's” spread.)

The report quotes figures which! 
Mr. Justice Macdonald says! 
“prove beyond doubt that coal! 
is a much more economic fuel! 
than heavy fuel oil” for all in-1 
dustrial power plants where de-1 
livery may be made direct from] 
mine or refinery to plant 

Consumption of British Colum-I 
bla coal in railway locomotives! 
dropped by 62.3 per cent, between] 
1928 and 1936, the commissioner I 
says. Meantime use of fuel oil] 
has Increased until in 1936 44,-| 
057,660 gallons was used in the] 
Pacific Coast province, compared] 
with only 2,879,923 gallons in all] 
the rest of Canada.

|| EVIDENCE HELD GOSSIP.
The commissioner declares 

I! was unable to determine 
witnesses why coal is used as! 
principal locomotive fuel In the! 
rest of Canada and not in British] 

|| Columbia.
"We had days of evidence i 

i officials of both major C 
railroads (Canadian 

Canadian : 
the



no less than ’roundhouse gos-1 
sip’—hearsay evidence of what I 
flremen and engine crews think." I

He continues:
"In each cape to which we I 

[•applied British Columbia econ- j 
omic delivered prices of coal and I 

ivy fuel oil, It was found that | 
advantage rested with coal | 

to a substantial degree."
FIBE HAZARD FACTOR.

There was considerable evi­
dence presented to the commis-1 
slon In regard to the fire hazard I 
caused In forested regions by I 
coal-burning locomotives, but Mr. I 
Macdonald says that If it should E 
be In the economic interests of I 
the province and of the railway! 
companies to use coal, "no objec-1 
tlon would be raised by forestry! 
officials or the board of trans-[ 
port commissioners.”

"If, at some future date in this I 
province, the railways should "re-1 
vert to coal fuel in place of oil,! 
the board would, however, pre-J 
scribe special patrols on prac-f 
tlcally all the mileage upon which | 
fuel oil is now used.

. . The same requirements I 
prevail where coal is'used in! 
eastern Canada in comparable | 
areas.”

However, the commissioner I 
says that Insofar as logging op-| 
erations are concerned he would! 
not, on the evidence, find that! 
coal may be used without some! 
appreciable risk of starting forest | 
fires.
WOULD REMOVE BAN.

He recommends scientific tests! 
to remove, if possible, ’Vhatl 
amounts to virtually a ban” on I 
the use of coal in logging opera-f 
tions.

"Insofar as British Columbia! 
coastal steamships are concerned,! 
if coal and heavy fuel ells were! 
sold at economic delivered prices, F 
there Is no reasonable doubt but! 
that the advantage would be con-1 
slderably In favor of mechanically! 
stoked coal," they ommissloner| 
continues.

Credit Union Act 
Changes Approved

] By Daily Province Staff Correspondent I 
VICTORIA, Dec. 9—Envision-1 

I ing a spreading fabric of credit I 
unions In the form of a fédéra-1 

I tlon British Columbia wide, Mrs. I 
I Dorothy Steeves sought to mother I 
1 an amendment through the Le g is-1 
I lature yesterday afternoon. She|
[wanted powers of federation 
| the Credit Union Act

But Attorney-General GordoiJ 
I Wlsmer would" not play 
[father.

I Mrs, Steeves had many amei 
ments, and Mr. Wlsmer thank.

I her for her practical suggestion 
“But there will be plenty 

time to alter the act respe 
J credit unions after It has 
in operation for a year."

Drastic Reduction in Service 
[Stations Suggested in Report

Have Admitted Unnecessary Duplication. 
Commissioner Declares Oil Companies

[IXTICTORIA, Dec. 9.—(CP)—Mr. Justice M. A. Macdonald, 
V In the third section of his report on the coal and pe­

troleum industries, tabled in the British Columbia Legisla- 
! ture today, said that during his commission’s hearing no one 

contended that service stations should not be drastically re­
duced in number. He continued:

"The Imperial Oil, the Shell Oil, the Standard Oil and the 
Union Oil all conceded there are far too many service stations 
and unnecessary duplication, and admitted they had no
solution.

"If more support were needed « 
reference might be made to Nova g 
Scotia legislation, whereunder the, 
number of gasoline pumps was! 
reduced from 4000 to 2000. L. C.| 
McClosky, vice-president of Im-F 
perial Oil Ltd., expressed his ap-1 
proval of the Nova Scotia legls-E 
lation before the Tariff Board; A. 5 
E. Halverson, Imperial OU direc-| 
tor in charge of sales, also agreed! 
with the need of some agency to! 
compel reduction in the number] 
of pumps and bulk stations.
CITIES SEEK REDUCTION.

"The city of Vancouver, the| 
city of Victoria, and the cities ot| 
Kelowna, Vernon and Princeton! 
identified themselves with the! 
efforts to bring about a reduction. | 

“At the annual convention off* 
the Union of British Columbia E 
Municipalities in September, 1935, | 
a resolution was passed unani-1 
mously to request the Legislature | 
to grant powers to the cities and 6 
municipalities to regulate they 
number of gasoline service sta-E 
tions; an appUcation was made to8 
the Legislature in March, 1936,1 
but it was reported that the | 
municipal committee of the I 
Legislature felt that no action] 
should be taken until the coals 
and petroleum report was re-1 
ceived.

“The Garagemen’s Association! 
of British Columbia, claiming to] 
represent some 408 service station 1 
dealers throughout the province,] 
asserted that the retail gasoline] 
outlets on Vancouver Island and] 
the Lower Mainland exceed re-1 
quirements by 50 per cent.; the] 
automotive section of the Retail! 
Merchants’ Association, claiming] 
to speak for 250 service station] 
dealers, asserted:
HOLDS PUBLIC PAYS.

"‘The motoring public could] 
be adequately and efficiently] 
served if one-third less stations] 
were operating. The consuming ! 
public undoubtedly pay for this] 
unnecessary added overhead.'

“We examined seventy-nine I 
representative service station I 
dealers; fourteen in Vancouver, [ 
five in Victoria and sixty in] 
Femle, Cranbrook, Nelson, Trail, [ 
Penticton, Kelowna, Vernon,] 
Kamloops, Merritt, Princeton and | 
Nanaimo, and they supported ] 
substantial reductions in the num-1 
ber of service stations.

“We were more than surprised | 
therefore to see an advertise- 

; ment in the Victoria and Van­
couver newspapers entitled "Serv- 

| ice Stations and Your Town,’ in- 
I sorted not by the service station 
i dealers, but by the oil companies 
to lead the public to believe that

•>,— not t00 many r •

,     .——
,-sewice station 

; dealers as the contrary on 
■ oath before vi«s commission.
| PROPAGANDA CHARGED.

“In this advertisement it is 
[sought tq place service stations 
in the same category as grocery 
stores; this again is misleading, 
particularly after the very full 

I findings thereon in the Petroleum 
[Report whereon we showed, based 
I on the sworn evidence of officials |
I of the oil companies who are now 
spreading propaganda to contra­
dict the very evidence their high 
officials gave to this commission j 

[under oath, that:
“ (1) The oil companies had j 

[some $5,000,000 investedin gaso­
line service stations in this prov- j 

|ince.
" (2) The oil companies owned, I 

| held, or controlled under 100 per j 
cent agreement 93 per cent, of 
the service stations and gasoline | 

[sales outlets in the province.
“ (3) Mr. G. R. Matthws, speak- | 

ling for 250 service station deal­
ers in all parts of the province, 1^ 
[quoted ft Page 69 Petroleum Çe f 
[port:

"The retailer has nothing to say | 
[about the retail price of gasoline; " 
that price is set for his customers [ 
and he has nothing to say about j 
it That is why the merchandis-1 
ing of gasoline is so different to j 
the other commodities."

| NO COMPARISON.
"There is, of course, no com-] 

[parison between service station] 
dealers and retail grocery ston 
or other bona fide retail bust-1 
ness. It was doubted that out of] 
361 service stations in Greater] 
Vancouver there were more than! 
nine which could be classed as ln-| 
dependent of the oil companies.] 
The service stations in this prov-| 
Ince are to a large extent ‘tied! 
houses’ by iheans of the TOO perl 
cent agreement1 which compels! 
the service station dealer to sell] 
at the prices dictated by the oil| 
companies, and in effect to < 
on as If he were their salariedl 

[employee. If he refused to enter! 
(into a 100 per cent agreement! 
[the policy of the oil companies Is! 
to penalize him by allowing him! 
one cent less ‘spread’ on his gaso-| 

[line sales.
"The petroleum report findings] 

[have been printed and available| 
to the public for some time. To 
those who do not wish to be ! 
led by propaganda we woult 
recommend perusal thereof, ae 
the evidence is cited there upon] 

[which the findings are made."
PROPERTY.

In another section of the re-1 
Mr. Justice-Macdonald

I imperial on Lid, _ ___
"We found in Volume I," hew 

says, “that gasoline can be sol 
at a fair profit at 18 cents 
gallon, or if the public want 
tolerate the present system 
retail distribution designed 
maintain prices and prevent co 
petition, it can be sold for 
cents. I refer to this further tac 
only recently discovered as 
result of Information furnish 
by Mr. C. C. Labrle. I instruc 
A. W. Fisher, barrister of 1 
city, to Investigate through 
land registry office, etc., 
statement made by the for.™ 
that Imperial Oil Ltd., owned - 
lot of property in Vancouver and 
vicinity upon which no service 
stations were erected, pursuant* 
in my opinion, to the policy of 
maintaining prices and prevent! 
competition.

"It was disclosed by this in 
vestigation that (with one oxcep 
tlon) corner lots In Vancouver, 
and vicinity amounting, accordd 
ing to transfer values, to nearly 
a quarter of a million dollar» 
were purchased, in a period of 
four years (1927-1931).
AVOIDS DELAYING 
REPORT.

"I have not delayed the report] 
by making inquiries in other 
parts of the province. This is 
enough, if more is needed to dis­
close the method followed. While 
I do not recall a specific ques-j 
tion in respect to advance pur­
chases of real estate by the com­
panies, certainly the information 
was not volunteered: a full 
statement of these purchases, to­
gether with transfer values and 
assessments before and after] 
purchase; also certificates will be] 
found in Appendix 51,

[Brail
AT B.C. TAX-EVADERS

By Dally Province stall Corresponde™ 
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Last-min­

ute amendment to the Income Ta 
Bill before the Legislature, infc 
duced by Hon. John Hart, mini:
of finance, prevents the setl_
up of holding companies outskk 
the jurisdiction of the province, 
to which excess profits can 
sent for the purpose of eva 
super-taxes.

The minister explained that the 
Intention was to not only see to 11 
that higher rates of taxation wer 
collected from holding companie 
In British Columbia, but to coll 
from such even if they organ!™* 
holding companies in other prov- 

linces.
Hon. G. S. Wlsmer, attorney- 

general, took issue with critics of 
the amendment to the Income 

[Tax Act He said that there was 
no intention of the government in­
terfering with concerns that were 
operating without intention of 
evading taxation. There w 
however, several groups in -, 
province who had organized hok 
ing companies for the exprès, 
purpose of evading payment oi 
super-taxes. It was Idle to 
that the legislation before — 
House would drive capital from 
the country.

The drastic provisions of the 
Taxation Act passed In 1933 wen 
not being interfered with at all 
There had not been a single ap 
peal from the 1933 imposts ot 
company reserves. Those wh 
were willing to pay taxes on a fat 
and equitable basis had no reasoi 
to fear, t'i l,1:



Pro-Consul from Victoria
By FRANCIS ALÛHAM.

A ROMAN praetor In modem drees, a j 
pro-consul whose broad shoulders 

would carry well the mantle ol a Caesar, 
Herbert Anscomb, a member In the British 
Columbia Legislature for the City of Vie- [ 
torla, seems ever at outs with his sur- 9 
roundings. An able man and tireless, ] 
his active participation in the business of 
the House Is tinged with the flush of dis­
dain. He Is a tallish man, of generous ! 

tj figure, with a leonine head and a strong, j 
3 bold-featured face which rarely relaxes $ 
■3 Into good humor. The frequent and barbed 
/' shafts of his mordant wit are provocative 

of uneasiness rather than laughter.
Anscomb Is wont to Interject into an- I 

I other member’s speech a question.which 
Is framed in courtly and meticulous 

H politeness. He will ask It In a voice which 
Is plangent with Irony and full of Innue»

I do. He will utter In a few, well-chosen 
] words a challenge to some statement of 
’ fact, spoken with breath-taking swiftness,
: before Mr. Speaker has time to frown. By 

JS this means, Anscomb has been known to 
take the ground from under a cabinet 

H minister who started out with an explana- j 
j tion quite sure of himself.

Then the member for Victoria will I 
3 laugh soundlessly Into the little desk 

; where he sits alone, at the top end of the 
yj Opposition benches, nearest to The Chair. | 

> ♦ ♦
Mr. Anscomb—there are few who call I 

j him "Herbert"—Is a business-man, entire-1 
j ly devoid of sentiment He entered the I 
j Legislature In 1933, nominally as an Inde­
pendent Actually he has always been a [ 
Conservative of the old school, an expo» j 
ent of government by a ruling class, with- j 
out Innovations. In this attitude he Is |

| sincere and stubbornly consistent Before j 
! he entered provincial politics, Anscomb j 
j had already achieved distinction In bust- 
! ness and chartered accounting. He had I 
! been reeve of Oak Bay municipality and j 
j mayor of the city of Victoria.

He was a strong contender, at the con- j 
I ventlon this year, for the leadership of the j 
j Conservative party. When his party comes j 

to power in British Columbia, it seems a I 
j foregone conclusion that Anscomb will |
I be Its minister of finance.

He has a swift, unhesitating flow of I 
I speech, an Instinct for the right word and ! 
a well-rounded diction. He can cite facts I 
and figures without the book, but he I 

I rarely descends to unvarnished statistics. |
I His speeches are seasoned with a deadly I 
I wit, but his effectiveness as an orator is I 
I marred by a tendency to “talk down” to I 
I bis hearers. His challenging speeches I 
I stun the mind.

His platform manner Is almost Imper-j 
I lal. The Irreverent have dubbed him “n|
I Duce," but one can not Imagine Anscomb I 

one of a black shirt movement He be-1 
longs to the solid Victorian age and he | 
sees in peaceful commerce a means to I 

! affluence and well-being. He was bora I 
In Kent (England) 46 years ago. Hé has] 
lived In Canada since he was nine, but he I 
Is still very much the Englishman' of a I 
generation ago, an opponent to change!

I and social experiment
Anaopmb Is one of those "sleek-beaded!

I ;■ A Thoroughly Bad Law

ITN British Columbia hereafter, If you are 
I. the guest passenger of a motorist in his 
[ par, and if you are injured in a traffic 
I Jccident in that capacity, you will have no 
I recourse at law for damages against him 
Ipr the insurance company which stands 
jin his place in such contingencies. The 
| Legislature has just decreed that that very 
I objectionable state of affairs shall be writ- 
lien into the statute law of this province.

Apparently this thing has been jammed 
! through the House in the dying hours, 
S against the protests of the opposition and 
I Respite the hesitations of many govem- 
j ment supporters, by the government, 
! lolely on the insistence of the insurance 
9 Companies. And apparently Attomey- 
j General Wlsmer, who has an excellent 
! record otherwise in all this department 
3»f his activities, has badly slipped up here. 
I' There is not a thing in the world that 
j Ian be argued in favor of this law expept 
jlhe dubious argument that it might protect 
■In insurance company from an occasional 
|>nd very infrequent claim of fraudulent 
Ijollusion between a motorist and his pas- 
Ijenger. But it is not good enough to 
Jyxcuse a law which penalizes 99 per cent 
Imf the community to allege that it may 
Ijpossibly be some sort of a protection to 
I’-somebody in thé hundredth case.
|- For this law is bound to work as a 
I hardship to too many people. It deprives 
l.-of a proper protection, first of all, the per- 
| Aon who asks or accepts the hospitality 
I-of a lift by motor car. It can not be con­
sidered either as any proper protection to 
I She responsible motorist, who makes it a 
I ipart of his responsibility as the owner and 
| ^operator of a dangerous machine in the 
I ‘public thoroughfare to carry insurance 
I against the contingency that he may injure 
! anybody at all in the course of that 
I operation.

In sum, this law does not contribute 
to' the general protection of the public 

the perils incident to modem motor 
Be, and it runs directly counter to the 

proper principle here, which is that there 
I "should be the greatest possible insurance 
] of everybody against injury or damage 
I sustained in motor traffic.

The insurance companies have been 
badly advised in asking for this unconscion- 

I able law. What they are doing by these 
I tactics is to hasten the coming of the very 
I thing that they are mistakenly opposing, 
| namely, compulsory all-in insurance of all 

motor cars, and very likely the coming— 
because of their failure to provide the 
protection which it is their business to 

I Supply—of state Insurance as well.

IPENSION FID 
AIDJSSOOGI

| All Parties Are Anxious | 
To Help, But No One 

Knows How.
I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—All parties 
I in the Legislature were anxious 
| to help the municipal pensioners 
| whose allowances are to be cut 
| drastically In order to place the 
| municipal superannuation fund 
J on a sound basis, but no one could 
| figure out how it should be done.

For more than an hour Thurs- 
I day afternoon the members wres- 
j tied with the problem, as the dlf- 
I ferent clauses were studied.

Hon. George M. Weir, Provi»
| cial secretary, warned against any 
J attempt to amend the sections of 
j the act. It was destined to be 
| actuarily sound, he said, and he 
| feared that tampering with it now 
j might endanger the fund In the 
1 future.
| SPECIAL ASSISTANCE.

Hon. John Hart explained that 
I the government will stand behind 
! the re-established fund, making 
j direct grants, 1 and advancing 
I money without Interest until the 
j whole scheme was well under 
I way. The cost to the treasury 
I next year would approximate 
I something between $350,000 and 

$400,000.J Both ministers expressed the 
I hope that in addition to the new 
I pension schedules that will be es- 
| tabllshed by the act that munie!- 
j palities may see their way pos- 
I slble to give special assistance to 
I cases where the need is great 

Several members urged that 
I the government confer with mu- 
I nlclpalitles and pensioners during 
I the next year to see If some 
I amelioration for those who 
| were drastically reduced In their 
| pensions could not be given.
| BLAMES MUNICIPALITIES.

The provincial secretary said 
| that the collapse of the municipal § 
I superannuation scheme was | 
I largely due to the municipalities, j 
I In order to make positions forj 
! others employees had been super-1 
I annuated wholesale.
J • In four years, he said, 16 per | 
| cent of the municipal workers j 
| covered by the act had been re-1 
I tired. No pension scheme, even j 
I if It had been sound at the outset I 
I could stand such a burden.

One result he said, was that! 
|while higher pensions would bet 
| drastically reduced, in a few | 
| cases with small pensions of I 
I eight or nine dollars would be In- g 
| creased.

In answer to a question by I 
| Herbert Anscomb, Conservative, I 
| Victoria, Mr. Hart said that if | 
I the fund was wound up now it l
■ would require $7,500,000 to meet!
■ all liabilities in the way of re- [ 
I serves and return of contribu- j 
I tiens, while the assets would be I
■ approximately $3,500,000.
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Last-imnute Concession 
|f Made on Utility Bill

IAPPEAL RIGHTS
IE AMENDED

iConservatives Are Not 
Satisfied With 

Minor Gain.
Rsy Dally Province Stall Correanondent 

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Power is 
(given to the cabinet to refer any 
appeal on fact from a ruling of 
he Public Utilities Commission to 

(the Court of Appeal, according to 
|a last-minute amendment to the 
| Public Utilities Bill introduced 
(into the Legislature by Premier

D. Pattullo yesterday after- 
Bnoon.

When Premier Pattullo had 
(made this explanation, R. L. Malt- 
I land, leader of the opposition,
H rose to say that he was not ob­
jecting. "There is no use," he 
ladded.

I INTERFERENCE.
He would sooner have seen a 

| clause allowing appeal on ques- 
Ijtions of fact direct to the court, 
■without it being possible for the 
(cabinet to interfere, he declared.

As it is, the cabinet can con- 
Sslder an appeal and refer it to the 
■courts at any stage. But it can 
■hear the appeal and give judg­
ement If it wishes, and can re- 
Ifuse to allow appeal from its 
(finding.

Under the circumstances, said 
"r. Maitland, he would not argue 

further.
The bill still permits of appeal 

on questions of law and Jurisdic­
tion direct to the courts.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva­
tive, Victoria, fought to the end. 

l“The cabinet keeps the right to 
lay whether there shall be 
right to appeal on fact or not 
"he right should be there with­
out permission.
STILL “POLITICS.”

"Thus power remains purely in | 
he hands of the government. We | 
ay it should be out of politics | 
ntlrely,” said Mr. Anscomb.
“We don't know who the com-1 

«loners are fcolng to be. We [ 
hope they will be business men 1 

ho know their business and I 
at there won't be any necessity I 
r government control, so that! 
far as possible the commis* I 

lion will be divorced from poll-] 
tics.’’

Mr. Anscomb then moved that! 
nt control of the ap-l 

i to the commission should [ 
surrendered, and thqt the [ 

din- clause be struck out.
On a vote only the Conserva­

tive eight raised their hands. The 
C. F. group voted with the [ 

ivemment
The bill was reported

and awaits third read-1

race loses onion
RECOGNITION FIGHT

| Fails In Two Attempts | 

To Change Wording.
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent | 

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Efforts by 
|H. E. Winch, C.C.F. whip', to| 
I eliminate clauses in the Industrial j 
I Disputes Conciliation Act regard-1 
ling recognition of unions now in | 
■existence in British Columbia, j 

iled this morning.
Mr. Winch proffered two t 

imendments in the committee E 
(stage. One would delete the re- [ 
(striction upon recognition of I 
[unions, while the other would I 
change the whole principle of the I 

rent act, by allowing “quickie” I 
rlkes. Both amendments were | 

efused by the government and 
vere defeated by the committee. !

Mr. Winch said that he wished ' 
Ito make it perfectly clear that he r 
(favored the government bill re- J 
cognizing unions as factors in ne-1 
gotiating with employers, but he I 

; -objected to discrimination be-1 
(tween those now organized and | 
(any that might be organized in ( 
futi

I COST OF PATTULLO 
BRIDGE $3,999,2761

I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 1
I VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Cost of E
■ the Pattullo bridge was just g 
I under $4,000,000.

While capital cost amounted tol 
I $3,999,276, the annual charge has! 
I not been computed, owing to the! 
I fact that permanent financing! 
I has not been done.
I Hon. John Hart, minister of! 
I finance, gave the information to! 
I the Legislature in answer to | 
I questions by E. E. Winch. I 
I Hon. K. C. MacDonald could 8 
I not tell the Legislature, In an-1 
I swer to questions by L. H. Eyres, j
■ Chilliwack, whether the coast! 
I vegetable marketing board has!
■ had an Independent audit made!
■ of its affairs In the past two
■ years. 1

House Completes 
] Main Session Work 

Victoria, Dee. 9. — (CP) —j
I Completing the main acta of the] 
I session, the British Columbia] 
I Legislature gave third ret 
I and enactment to its Supply 
I ratifying the granting of supply 
ito the crown for $29,766,592.
I Of this $28.765,457 Is for the 

' fiscal year, $691,766 for the 
ent year, and $310,055 to close 
ounts In the year previous.

IPROBE LIMITED 
TO PROVINCE!

5 Oil Company Costing j 
System Leads 

Far Afield.
VICTORIA, Dec. 9. — (CP)—I 

Mr. Justice M. A. MacdonaldE 
said today In a report tabled be-B 
fore the British Columbia Legls-H 
lature that his investigation into! 
coal and petroleum industries8 
concerned “that part of the busi-f 
ness of the oil companies carried g 
on in British Columbia.”

Mr. Justice Macdonald was ap-( 
pointed by the Legislature in[ 
1934 to investigate the Industries.! 
The first two sections of his re-| 
port were tabled at the last ses-| 
ston.

He said that while he was onlyS 
interested in British Columbia* 
activities of the petroleum In-S 
dustry, yet the costing system! 
followed by integrated oil com-l 
pantes made it necessary to “ex-| 
plore many avenues to reach] 
conclusions in respect to cos! 
of production and distribution in[ 
this province."

In this connection, Mr. Justice^ 
Macdonald «aid, "production,3 
marketing and distribution costag 
of Imperial Oil, Shell Oil, Unioni 
Oil and Standard Oil were not® 
available In British Columbia."

■The British Columbia ma 
agers of these companies hadif 
little knowledge of costs.”
MISCONCEPTIONS.

He continued: ,
"The ramifications of the petro-f 

leum industry apparently give) 
rise to misconception as to the? 
method of approach in determln- ) 
ing whether or not petroleum I 
products manufactured in thisi 
province are sold at reasonable | 
prices. I refer in this connections 
to a public statement, typical of I 
others, In October, 1938. It read-1 
as follows:

"One of the problems of price 
fixing is obvious in connection 
with the petroleum industry. 
The product to be regulated in 
price is to be extracted from 
raw materials of necessarily 
foreign origin. How could 
these primary costs be deter­
mined by an authority within 
this province.”

ILLUSTRATES CASE.
"It can best be answered with I 

an Illustration. Let us assume! 
cheese factories are located in this! 
province, and the only place the! 
companies could secure their raw* 
material, viz., milk from the 

■ State of Washington (crude! 
comes from California, Peru, etc.)! 
In other words, visualize a con-1 
dition where no milk at all Is pro-1 
duced in this province. Let us I 
assume that not only cheese but! 
butter, buttermilk and whey were 
manufactured or processed In 
British Columbia from the tm-l 
ported raw material (milk). The j 
task is to find If the prices of I 
these products to the consumer I 
in British Columbia are Just and | 
reasonable. L

The starting point would bel 
le laid down cost of Imported) 
— at the cheese factory door. I 

that point we would find!
' lesale j

J distribution together with 
■ necessary elements In respect tol 
«plant equipment, depreciation, etc. I 
all these companies had other!
| cheese factories all over the world 1 
j we would not of course investi-f 
I gate prices to consumers else-]
| where.
SpIPE LINE TRUCKS.

The illustration might be car-1 
I tied further to elucidate another I 
| aspect. Let us assume that the I 
I companies doing business in this I 
I province and in other provinces I 
land countries processing im-1 
I ported milk, owned the dairy I 
I herds in Washington in addition I 
| to the factories in British Colum-I 
j bia; also owned pipe-lines or a I 
I fleet of trucks to transport the!
I milk from the dairies to Seattle. I 

"Let us further assume that!
| this integrated company owned!
I tank steamers to transport Its!
I milk from Seattle to the factory |
I or factories on Burrard Inlet;!
I also that they owned and con-1 
I trolled directly or Indirectly all!
] distribution facilities in this|
I province.

“If we were asked to find] 
] whether or not these comp 
I with world-wide operations in( 
I respect to its British Columbia | 
I business only, was selling butter! 
1 and cheese both manufactured in! 
! this province from an imported | 
j raw material (milk) at a fair I 
I price, we would again start with! 
1 the laid down cost of milk at the! 
j cheese factory door unperturbed! 
j by the question as to how it got| 
1 there, or the financial or other! 
history prior thereto or the mag-| 
nltude of the business outside] 

] this province.
“Ramifications of the com-]

I panics’ activities do not add 
j or subtract from the price of 1 
| raw material in the form of milk! 
J required for that part of its busi-F 
I ness of manufacturing local prod-1 
! ucts carried on in British Colum-| 
i bia.

“There Is no need, therefore,( 
Ifor confusion of thought in ap-| 

: preaching the problem.”

j Legislature Pays 
I Tribute to Pioneer

VICTORIA, Dec. 9— (CP)—11 
I British Columbia Legislati 
j stood in silent tribute to Jai 
H H Schofield, for twenty-six y 
I member of the Legislature,
! died in Trail this morning, 
j Premier Pattullo moved a i 
I of condolence to his wife
I “Mr. Schofield,” he said,
I liked by all. He was one of 1 
] most popular men in the I 
I and that popularity was atl 
I to by his constant election.”



^inch Charges Government 
jls ‘Tool’ of B. C. Employers

Alleges That Industry “Dictated" New 
Industrial Arbitration Legislation.

(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)
T 7TCTORIA, Dec. 9.—The government Is being made the | 
V tool of employing interests of B. C. to the detriment of I 

the workers of the province, by passing an amendment to the [ 
Industrial Arbitration and Conciliation Act, which abrogates I 
the rights of unions organized after December 7,1938.

This, and other grave charges, formed the core of a I 
bludgeoning attack delivered last night by H. E. Wineh, [ 
C C F., Vancouver East, in the Legislature.

Mr. Winch adjourned the de-'
bate during the morning session 
on second reading ot this bill so 
that he could Inform the Trades 
and Labor Council In Vancouver 
that he considered the proposed 
amendment “potentially very dan­
gerous” to the Interests of labor, 
since It might abrogate labor’s 
rights and principles, he told the 
House.

He got a reply to the effect 
that the council had agreed to 
the amendment "because It was 
preferable to the present status 
of bona fide unions,” he added.
DICTATED BY EMPLOYERS.

“This amendment was intro­
duced at the dictates of the em­
ployers of this province, especially 
those which have steadfastly 
fought against labor’s right of 
organiaztion and collective arbi­
tration," charged the C. C. F. 
whip.

"The minister of labor knows 
that the onus for what has taken 
place at Blubber Bay does not 
rest on the employees, but on the 
company,” he declared, answer­
ing Hon. G. S. Pearson’s declara­
tion of the morning that the men 
and not the employers were to 
blame for the strike at the Pacific 
Lime Co. plant

There was only one section of 
the arbitration board’s award at 
Blubber Bay to which the men 
objected, Mr. Winch went on. And 
although he had urged them to 
accept it they were afraid.

The minister of labor, he in­
sisted, was aware of the fact that 
the men objected to this one find­
ing and sent Judge Macintosh to 
arbitrate further. It was agreed 
that the objectionable section 
should be removed, but at this 
point the company refused to at­
tempt to work out a plan of reln- 

i statement for the nine discharged 
workers.

Then he turned to the 
ment in the Industrial Arbitration 
and Conciliation Act Nowhere In 
the act he said, though It was a 
labor measure, was it laid down 
that unions should represent em­
ployees In arbitration. Lai 
wanted an amendment so that 
employers would have to 
nlze unions and deal with tin 
officers In any dispute.

Then, he charged a deputation 
of employers came to Victoria- 
headed by Colonel C. E. Edgef"' 
J. H. MacDonald and Wendell 
Farris, K.C.—to urge the gov­
ernment to retain the labor laws 
as they had been In the past.

“It la most strange we shi 
see an amendment aco 
a delegation whose -Id

to labor’s objects

j rupted.
“Is It necessary to bring In 

] the names of Individuals? There 
] was a man there at the meeting 
I with the executive council who 
I had a black moustache. But he 
I had no special Influence,” the 
I Premier said.
I TOOL OF EMPLOYERS.

"May I say," continued Mr. 
Winch, "that the minister of 
labor only accepted this amend­
ment because he Is the minister, 
not because he favored it. He Is 
being made the tool of the em­
ploying Interests of this prov- 

1 lnce."
He came, then, to the crux of 

1 his objection to the amendment 
jf “The amendment is so worded 
i Wmt it gives recognition by em* 
j ployers to organized labor, to 
p unions which were in existence 
«up to December 7 of this year,
!lbut ”°t those organized after that 
6 date.

"This, I gather, was the point 
stressed by the employers’ dele­

gation.
"Why? Because the waterfront 

sj*nd logging industry are deter- 
I mined the workers shall not have 
Jthe right of organization. And 
| If they are organized they won’t 
Shave to deal with them," he as- 
gserted.

Unions organized In the lumber 
: 1 camps and elsewhere after De­
ice xnber of 1938 could not treat 
(with the companies under the 

■mended act
Attorney-General G. S. Wlsmer 

J declared that the C C. F. whip 
8 was laboring under a mlsappre-
8 hension.. Labor for some time 
| bave been asking for a change so 
I that officials of unions could have 
| status as such In disputes. The 
I government had discussed the 
! subject fully with labor.
J Colin Cameron, C.C.F. Comox,
9 said he had communicated with 
B the officials of District 18, United 
I Mine Workers of America, and 
I had to inform the House that 
J they were definitely opposed to 
I the amendment, and particularly 
I setting the date for recognition 
I of unions.
I - “They also warn the minister 
1 of labor that It through the 
I operation of this amendment it 
I so happens that their officials are 
J prevented from negotiating,
6 the government may expect a 
| strike situation similar to ti 

, Saskatche-

Mr. Winch said that he did not 
[«intend to make any personal re­

flections on CoL Edgett. He did 
. not wish to be construed as hav­
ing done so.

[COAL COMPANY! 
BRIEFRAPPED

Denial That Mining Costs | 
Can Be Reduced Is 

Questioned.
VICTORIA, Dec. 9. (CP)-

Mr. Justice M. A. Macdonald said B 
In a report prepared for then 
British Columbia Government I 
today that If Canadian Collieries I 
(Dunsmulr) Limited Insists upon! 
maintaining Its present attitude ! 
of denying that any reductions I 
can be made In mining costs, “we | 
are afraid its bona fldes will bel 
seriously brought Into question.” j

The statement was contained in I 
the third section of Mr. Justice I 
Macdonald’s report on British I 
Columbia coal and petroleum [ 
Industries. He was replying tot 
criticism of a previous section off 
his report, “contained In a docu-f 
ment prepared and circulated byj 
Canadian Collieries.’’

'This brief of Canadian| 
Collieries seeks to establish lti 
own exactitude on the one handl 
and the unreliable character of! 
the coal report on the other byB 
the constant use of epithets," Mr.| 
Justice Macdonald said.
FIND TWO ERRORS.

“Among the thousands ofl 
figures and scores of tables found | 
therein, thoroughly combed fori 
errors, they have discovered only| 
two, neither of them material"

The coal company brief objects I 
to findings of the coal report on I 
four grounds, Mr. Justice Mac-1 
donald said:

1. That $11,000,000 was a rea-J 
sonable price for the assets I 
acquired in 1910 by Canadian I 
Collieries and that In effect when I 
the capital structure of the com-1 
pany was recognized ten years! 
later the figure of $13,640,8121 
was fair and reasonable: and for! 
that reason the capitalization of! 
$5,000,000 as found In the coal f 
report was not Justified.

2. That the method of depreda-1 
tion accepted In the coal report! 
can not be applied on Vancouver! 
Island.

3. That In ascertaining profit I 
position, monies paid in bond I 
Interest and for bond redemption I 
should NOT be treated as profit I

4. That a reduction of 70 cents I 
to $1 per short ton can not be! 
made In the cost of mining coal! 
at Comox.

| holds to conclusion.
“We do not find the com-1 

party's reply disturbs any con- J 
I elusion reached In the coal I 

report” the commissioner sa 
"In fact analysis of the obji 
lions adds weight to the 
elusions attacked.”

The i 
I moters c

estimated to last for ilx or 
hundred years, but which by no I 

I reasonable estimate could begin 
to be developed for at least forty 

I years in the future.
'To carry out this speculative! 

I programme required Interest 
I charges of $400,000 a year, which 
must be met out of the producing i 

I assets purchased for $2,000,000. 
Sinking fund requirements even| 
over forty years would require 
another $200,000 a year approxi­
mately to be provided from thej 

' same source.
“The result Is a substantial In-1 j crease In the cost and price of 

i coal, accompanied with financial 
: disaster to English investors who 
] were unwise enough to Invest 
! their money In a scheme of this] 
I fantastic character.
I FINDS CASE CONVINCING.
, "It would be difficult to find 
| another example so convincing 
j on its facts in support of the 
f findings made in the coal report.” 
j The commissioner said that If 
i the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Com- 
: pany dealt with its reserves In 
| the same way, then that com- 
I pany’s capitalization would be j about $144,000,000. ,
I The commissioner said that in 
I view of the great weight of 
! authority cited in the coal report, 
I “we do not understand Cana- 
Sdlan Collieries questioning the 
J method” of charging déprécia- 
I tlon.
R “We would expect that If It wai 
I Intended to question a method 
| supported by the leading author!
| ties, that Canadian Collieries 
3 would have produced some recog 
y nized authority to support its 
1 objection. It did not do so, how- 
8 ever.”
[ TECHNICAL ARGUMENTS.

The commissioner presented] 
I technical arguments to uphold 
j his finding In regard to profit] 
| position.

Then he proceeded that Cana-| 
| dian Collieries “have not sub­
stantiated their objection to the 
coal report finding that mining | 

| costs can be reduced.”
"Even If a reduction of ten] 

I cents a ton only were effected, it 
would mean a saving of $58,864 
a year, based on 1936 production 
available for sale of 588,642 short] 

| tons,” he said.
Commenting further upon Van-1 

I couver Island mines, Macdonald | 
| says:

“When visiting the Crow’s Nest I 
I Pass Coal Company coal proper- 
LtlM we were struck with its much I 
■ lower mining costs. ..o explan-1 
lation thereof was given by Can- 
1 adian Collectes except the general 
I statement concerning the greater 
I difficulties of mining on Van- 
I couver Island; this only Increased 
I the problem of cost comparison.
I We felt In the course of preparing I the coal report that it was lm- 
jperative to call In some competent ( 
I person to advise us thereon.
I EXPERT ENGAGED.

"We were able to obtain the! 
I services of George Watkin Evans, [ 
I well-known consulting mining en-1 
I gtneer. Mr, Evans had been called [ 
I In by Canadian Collieries early I
I in 1932 to examine Nanaimo No. I
II and the Comox Field. Further-1 
I more, he was called by Canadian f

as Its witness before g 
i commission in October, 1935. f 

Ve ascertained he had been at 
r of the American Institute j 

_ and Metallurgical En-f 
i for many years, and had' 

part on morel 
In Its coal I
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ïoperators in the United States I 
land Canada. P
I “in addition to personal knowl- ! 
ledge of Vancouver Island coal g 
I fields, he had personal knowledge*
I of the Crow’s Nest coal fields and*
I coal fields in Alberta, Washing-1 
I ton, Utah, Wyoming and Pennsyl-l 
I vania. We found also he pos-|
I sessed knowledge of operating*
I mines in the State of Washington*
I which could be ascribed as|
1 reasonably comparable to Comox.*
I “Here obviously was a man»
I equipped with unusual knowledge*
I and experience; also we reasoned*
I here was a man undoubtedly ac-g 
I ceptable to Canadian Collieries, g 
las they had employed him in an I 
jimportant consulting capacity I 
1 some years before and had shown |
I their confidence in him there-1 
I after by calling him as a witness y 
I in this enquiry.
| ASK FOB COMPARISON.

"We asked Mr. Evans to report 
[upon the efficiency of mining 
I operations at Comox as compared 
I to Crow’s Nest and also in rela- 
Ition to a reasonably comparable 
1 mine In the State of Washington, 
j The result is found at pages 244-6 
land 258 of the coal report We 
[quote his letter of the 9th July,
11937, in response to our request;

“•Victoria, B.C., July 9, 1937.
" The Honorable Mr. Justice M.

1 A. Macdonald, Court of Appeal,
| Courthouse, Victoria, B. C.

" 'Dear Mr. Justice Macdonald: 
1—After carefully studying the 
j underground operations at the 
j Comox Mines and comparing the 
I physical conditions of the Comox 
I mines with reference to the 
I Roslyn mines In the State of 
I Washington, I am of the opinion 
I that if the Comox properties were 
I thoroughly modernized with 
j labor-saving equipment and the 
| labor feature co-ordinated with 
I mechanization, that a definite 
j reduction in underground mining 
] costs could be made. I am also 
(of the opinion that greater effl- 
I ciency could be Injected into the 
j surface operations and a further 
1 reduction in costs made at that 
I point.

‘"I am reasonably certain that 
j If mechanization of the best type 
I had been installed and co-opera- 
1 tion established between the men 
j and the management in handling 
I this equipment that a reduction 
j in over all costs, underground 
I and surface, could now be made 
I of from 70 cents to one dollar 
I per short ton on a tonnage basis 
I equivalent to the tonnages mined 
j during the past two years at 
j Comox.

“ To bring into effect this re- 
I ductlon in cost would now require 
j about two .years. Such a pro- 
j gramme has been put into effect 
I at the Roslyn fields In the State 
lot Washington. When the plan 
I was first outlined at Roslyn the 
I employees were skeptical, but 
I later saw the advantages thereof 
land accepted the plan, and are 
I now and have for the past several 
I years been cooperating to the; 
I fullest extent

" This programme with modlfl- 
I cations In accord’ with local con-’ 
I dltions, is applicable to all British’ 
I Columbia mines. The Comox and 
I Roslyn fields were chosen be- 
lcause mining conditions are rea 
I sonably comparable. - Yours

(HOUSE MOVES! 
FOR EXCLUSION 
OF ORIENTALS!

I Strachan’s Resolution | 
Passes Without Vote 

In Legislature,

Oriental fishing licenses are on I 
| the décline in British Columbia,! 
1 declared Hon. G. S. Pearson, com- f 
jmissioner of fisheries, when he I 
a took issue with Tom Reid, M.P.l 
g for Westminster, who stated ini 
1 the House of Commons that they g 

were on the increase.

END AGREEMENT

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—The govern­

ment has moved an amendment to 
the Conservative resolution de­
manding abrogation of the gentle­
men’s agreement with Japan, and 
urges that the B.C. Legislature go 
on record as being opposed to 
Immigration of any Japanese or 
Chinese into B. C.

The amendment was Introduced 
by D. W. Strachan, Liberal, Dewd- 
ney, during this morning’s ses­
sion.

No vote was taken, R. L. Mait­
land, leader of the opposition, 
having adjourned the debate.
WHITES OUSTED.

"It is impossible for a Japanese 
to become a full-fledged citizen of 
Canada,’' said Mr. Strachan.

He went on to say that in the 
Fraser Valley Japanese farmers 
have ousted the white grower 
from many particularized fields 
such as rhubarb growing and 
small fruits.

L- H. Eyres, Conservative, Chil­
liwack, warmly defended the ori­
ginal resolution.

The House debated a resolution 
of Rolf Bruhn, Conservative, Sal­
mon Arm, expressing regret that 
the Dominion Government had 
not seen fit to carry out recom­
mendations of the royal commis­
sion of 1922 to protect white fish­
ermen against the encroachment 
of the Japanese.

Captain McIntosh declared that 
Ashing licenses are taken out by 
Canadian-born Japanese but that 
they acted as “dummies” for 
other Japanese nationals, he said, 
was the impression abroad 
among white fishermen.
BULL WOULD OBEY.

“If our fate is left in the hands 
of the people of eastern Canada, 
It wiUJjea sarry one. We shall, 
have i* make our own repn 
tations to Ottawa,” he decl;

Capt-.C. R. Bull, Liberal, So. 
Okanagan, said Canada shoi 
aWdg by the gentlemen's a; 
ment. Canada should not do 
thing to antagonize Japan, 
said, lest It suffer unpleasant 
sequences,

"People are apt to do 
things, lacking fear,” he said.

Premier PattuUo objected 
sending a resolution down . 
Ottawa which was no less than 
vote of censure.

"How can be amicably net-- 
ate with Ottawa If we pass thill 
sort of thing,” he asked, referrini 
to the original resolution. §5SE

"The Oriental position 
cult. But they are here 
have got to live. We mi 
the problem sensibly,'
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This House Will Pass It

THERE was an illuminating passage the 
other day in the Legislature between 

Premier Pattullo and Mr. Maitland, leader 
of the Conservative opposition. It was an 
aside, almost an inadvertence, but never­
theless the disclosure of a state of mind. 
It was no less than a glimpse into the 
muddled mind of provincialism in Canada, 
of which Premier Pattullo could claim 
with great justice—although he will dis­
avow the honor—to be one of the most 
distinguished exponents. This it was:

Mr. Maitland was objecting (on gen­
eral principles and also particularly on the 
way that the government was rushing im­
portant legislation through the House in 
the last hectic days of the session) to the 
arbitrary powers conferred on the govern­
ment in the Public Utilities Bill. He said 
it was not legislation that was in accord­
ance with the tradition of Canadianism. 
He said it was “not Canadian legislation.” 
And then came the Premier:

"This House will pass it,” said Mr. Pat­
tullo, "and then it will be Canadian.”

It is a strange thing, but Mr. Pattullo 
has given every evidence that he really 
believes the fantastic fable which is com­
prehended in this momentary flash and 
fling of cross-floor debate. This is the 
essential pretension of provincialism in 
our contemporary Canadian politics and 
public life. >

This is the state of mind which main­
tains the absurd anomaly and superstition 
that there can be nine little nations within 
the nation of Canada. This is the expres­
sion of the vested interests of provin­
cialism and political disunity in Canada 
which prevents the ideal of Canada a 
nation.

“This House will pass it,” says Mr. 
Pattullo, "and then it will be Canadian.” 
But as a matter of fact and record, of 
course, if it is like a great deal more of 
the ill-conceived and rushed-through legis. 
lation of the Pattullo government in the 
last few years, it will not even, so far from 
being Canadian, succeed in being British 
Columbian, and it will remain dead lum­
ber in our statute books, moribund, in­
operative, an object lesson of futility to 
everybody but its inveterate authors.

But this is the true theory of pro­
vincialism, momentarily exposed in its 
[logical absurdity, in the verbal indiscretion 
of a politician in debate. It is the theory 
which holds that 800,000 people in British 
Columbia can say in their mock sovereign 
[parliament (controlled incidentally by a 
minority party) what is to be the law of 
the nation of eleven million Canadians. 

“This House will pass it and then it 
ill be Canadian!” This House will pass 

it and then it will lie hopeless and helpless 
............  Or

Dr. Lyle Telford Explains
SHr: A few days ago, I inci*

I dentally mentioned in the Legis- 
i lative Assembly that I had every 
I reason for believing that there 
I was an overcharge of $300,000 in 
I connection with the steel used 
I for the Pattullo Bridge.

To my astonishment, there was 
I all but an earthquake, and I was 
I given newspaper space which, 
I had it been paid for, would have 
] taxed the resources of even the 
I Non-Partisan League.

May I now be permitted to 
[draw to the attention of your 
| readers, a statement made by 
I Brigadier-General Clark in con* 
| nection with the Pattullo Bridge. 
| You will find a report of this Je 
I The Daily Province of May 22, 
] 1937. "No greater disgrace exists 
j in the history of the province 
j than the financing of the Pattullo 
|Bridge? The Pattullo
[ Bridge could have been bulit for 
I $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 less than 
I it is costing.”

Now I said $300,000. General 
I Clark’s figure is very much higher 
* but not being a mayoral candi- 
I date his statement received little 
I notice at the time. He was not 
I denounced by the press. He was 
I not even court-martialled. He 
1 is still living, and honors have 
| been heaped upon him—including 
| the Order of the Non-Partisan, 
| recently bestowed by Mayor 
I Miller.

Had not one of my witnesses 
I suddenlly suffered from an un- 
[fortunate lapse of memory (per- 
| haps I should diagnose it as 
| political amnesia), I would not 
] have disappointed my friends, 
| as they say I did. However, 
| my real friends understand the 
I situation. J. LYLE TELFORD.

This Is What 
The House 
Accomplished

Old Jim Schofield Goes Homel

MEWS of the death of James H. Scho- 
1 ' field of Trail will be received with 
sincere regret in all parts of British Co­
lumbia. He was not of the first genera­
tion of pioneers, but he belonged in the 
pioneer tradition and deserved the title. 
And in his own homely and modest 
fashion he was one of our elder statesmen.

It is not yet six years since they said 
gpodbye to him in the Legislature at Vic­
toria^ and many of them there now will I 
remember him with a real affection. He I 
had been coming there, first from Ross- 
land and after from Rossland-Trail, for 
twenty-six years and he was “Father of 
the House.”

The memory of that leave-taking then 
Is his proper obituary now. It was thé I 
end of the last session of the Tolmie gov­
ernment, and "Old Jim Schofield" had 
announced that for him it was the last 
of all.

He was everybody’s friend, the man] 
who seldom made a speech and was an I 
influence for good In the Legislature be­
cause of his character, because he was! 
honest and friendly and kind. And now I 
it is the last goodbye for him: a * 
neighbor and citizen of ours who i 
** or Jo his long home.

By Dally Province Start Correaeondent I
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—When the I 

second session of the nineteenth I 
Legislature of British Columbia I 
was prorogued last night, the I 
Lieutenant-Governor gave assent| 
to seventy bills.

The session closed on the third | 
day of Its seventh week.

More important accomplish-1 
ments included:

Setting up a public utilities | 
commission.

Redistribution of electoral I 
ridings to recreate Albeml | 
and wipe out The Islands.

Made possible establish-1 
ment of credit unions.

Drastically scaled down I 
municipal pensions under a] 
revised setup.

COMPROMISE AMENDMENT.
Made a compromise amend-1 

ment to Industrial Concilia-1 
tion and Arbitration Act.

Important amendments tol 
the Mineral Act, which gov-f 
ems B. C. mining.

Provided compulsory medi-| 
cal examination before mar-| 
riage.

Relieved automobile own-| 
era of passenger hazard.

Amended Coal and Petro-| 
leum Products Act, under! 
which reduction In gasoline | 
price was ordered.

Amended the Legal Profes-I 
ions Act, putting In teeth to | 
curb ambulance chasers. 

PROFITS TAX >
Provided a weapon to tax| 

hidden undivided profits.
Provided for issue of dl-| 

vorce certificates.
Made it possible to ban I 

prospectors from woods ln| 
time of serious fire hazard.

Adjusted debts under the| 
land settlement scheme.

Tightened up provisions of! 
Venereal Diseases Suppres-| 
sion Act.

Provided for a loan ofl 
$350,000 to build a preventive! 
health institute at University^ 
of British Columbia.

Amended the Game Act tol 
give better housing for anl-J 
mais in captivity.

Voted supply of approxl-l 
mately $30,000,000.

Extended the age of 
tuition In public schools.
SPAN TRANSFERRED.

Transferred the old 1 
River bridge et New West-1 
minster (p the Dominion Gov-I 
eminent

Gave government authority 
to refund millions of P. G. 
and other securities.

Went on record as tavi 
tag government 
for hospitals.

The Legislature threw i 
two private bills which wou 
have amended the Liquor 1 
“ thumbed 

to the
Act and the request of Vai 

■“ “ " ht to d‘
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ANOTHER PROROGATION•

Dead Legislators Watch Livel 
Ones Leave As Session Ends!

By TOUCHY ANDERSON.
(By Daily Province Staff Correspondent)

T 7ICTORIA, Dec. 10.—With a mixture of pomp and hilarity 
V another session of the British Columbia Legislature slipped

into history. On Friday night the Lleut-Govemor went 
through the traditional ceremony that makes the bills over which 
the House has wrangled for six weeks, the law of the land.

In the picture gallery vestibule of the House the whiskered 
faces of political giants, long dead, looked down on the laughing 
members homeward bound, satisfied that they had done their 
part In guiding British Columbia along another lap of its his­
toric course.

Perhaps in their wisdom these shadowy giants may have 
smiled in disdain at thé result of the last six weeks of talk. Per­
haps their smile may have 
been kinder when they re­
membered historic proroga­
tions and their subsequent 
heroic celebrations.

♦ ♦ ♦
You may find something 

symbolic in the fact that the 
Legislature ended its labors 
in a shower of waste paper.

Your sardonic observer 
will remark that it was a fit­
ting index to its labors.

"But, at the close of our 
labors,’’ there was a good deal 
more than waste paper in 
some of those bills.

Under one of them at 
least, British Columbia In­
dustries will face a new 
future, others have a more 
direct effect on the everyday 
life of the individual.

Machinery of government 
under democracy is not ex­
actly speedy. It is a process 
of experiment. It has its checks and its stops. But, somehow 
it arrives.

♦ ♦ ♦
In an afternoon when resolutions were bobbing up from 

their long sleep on the order paper, and the government, in most 
cases, was amending and passing them along to quiet old age—it 
happened.

The Legislature suddenly awakened to the fact that it was in 
favor or sweepstakes for hospitals conducted either by Provincial 
or Dominion Government.

It was the big moment of the session for Mr. Uphill of Femie, 
who is the knight in shining armor in the battle against sham. 
Mr. Uphill had a resolution in favor of sweepstakes and it 
awakened from Its long slumber. There was some confusion 
when the motion was put and when the question was asked a 
second time the Speaker declared the motion carried.

Mr. Uphill, not realizing his victory, was about to demand a 
division (thus recording the vote) when his old friend Hon. Gor­

don Wlsmer advised him to shut up—his 
FAILS TO REALIZE motion had carried. Had the hon. 
HE’S WON VICTORY members been in the spot where they 

had to declare themselves for record, 
who knows what might have happened to Mr. Uphill's motion?

♦ ♦ ♦
When the shouting dies and.the kings depart there is one 

man who will have time for a long earned breathing spelL He 
Is Charlie Banfleld, the King’s printer.

Mr. Banfleld is a genial soul who has never yet been caught 
rattled. He has one of the most worrying jobs of the session. 
His is the duty to print bills, orders of the day and votes and 
proceedings—and keep them humming along in pace with the 
House. Toward the end of the session the pace is fairly hot But 
it can’t stump Charlie Banfleld.

During the session just closed he has turned out from his 
fine government printing plant 1000 pages of bills, 500 pages of 
orders for the day and perhaps half that number of votes and 
proceedings. The total output is about 25 per cent more than 
last year.

Two of the bills handled during the session ran to nearly 
forty pages—Utilities Act and Redis- 

TWO BILLS NEARLY trlbution. He got the copy for the 
FORTY PAGES LONG. Redistribution BUI at 11 am., and 

four hours later had it in the hands 
of the legal department for checking, r™” “ “

Mr. Banfleld explains it all by saying i

R. W. BBUHN.

T. A. UPHILL.

I

From an academic standpoint, perhaps the 1
last afternoon was the query 
of Rolf Bruhn to David 
Strachan, Dewdney’s own 
Dave, about the meaning of 
the term "ethnologically ho­
mogeneous.” Mr. Strachan 
had used that expression in 
amending a grimly straight­
forward resolution by Capt 
Macintosh on the Japanese 
question.

Now there was a sneaking 
feeling that perhaps that 
phrase might have emanated 
from the fertile brain of Hon. 
Dr. Weir. So the House was 
Interested In what answer 
Strachan, whose record leans 
more toward a knowledge of 
cows than book lamin’, would 
say about that pearl of 
scholastic achievement.

Mr. Strachan said it meant 
“racially pure.”

Mr. Bruhn, who has done a 
bit of university work in 
Swedish, but does not pose as 
an authority on English, still 
wanted to know.

Mr. Tom King, an obliging feUow from Columbia, elaborated.
"It means,” explained Mr. King, 

TOM KING EXPLAINS “that you can marry a little Dutch 
WHAT ITS ABOUT. girl." Which, as you will agree,

clears up the whole matter.
♦ -t- ♦

Some people found a hopeful whisper of health insurance in 
the guarded statement of Hon. G. M. Weir, in the last-minute 
debate which developed over the government’s decision not to 
give legislative sanction to the proposed establishment of a 
health insurance scheme in MatsquL

The minister thought that it would do no harm to leave 
the matter for a year in view of pending negotiations on 
“certain others matters.” There is the hint that is the hope.

The C. C. F. members declared that the government was 
not allowing the authority to stay in the amendments to the 
Municipal Bill because “the Premier had put his foot down.”

They said the committees were "under the thumb of the 
Premier." Anyway, whichever he 

PREMIER MAINTAINS used—thumb or foot—the Premier 
STAND ON MATSQUL maintained his stand, and Matsqul 

was left without authority for Its 
scheme. The last song has been sung, the last bill tom up and 
the corridors echo vacant and c 

♦ ♦
In the chamber, janitors 

dean up the mess.
A lew last members gather 

their papers In their party
looms. __

In the old oak pressroom the 
blattering typewriters are still,
the floor a Utter of battered 
carbon paper, newsprint and I
f°The*Ptelephones that have I 
rung so Insistently during these j 
last six weeks are quiet. i

The statute books are a little 
fatter, the dust of history has , 
begun to settle on the doings of 
the second session of the nine- j 
teenth Legislature.

PATTULLO NOTION 
LAUDS GOVERNMENT!

, VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—The Gov­
ernment of British Columbia wUl 
urge upon the Dominion Govern-, 
ment that greater care be taken 
to check tuberculosis among In­
dian wards of the Federal Govern­
ment In the province.

The Legislature decided upon I 
this course when it passed, with 
a single dissenting vote, a resolu- 

, tlon of Dr. J. D. Hunter. Conserv-^ 
Native, Victoria, asking for bet 

* rol of the tubercular 
among natives.

r that he h*s some great

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—Liberals 1 

and C.C.F. members praised the! 
government for Its efforts to re-1 
duce freight rates on grain and 1 
mill feed for poultry men, when I 
they voted down a resolution of J 
L. H. Eyres, Conservative of ChO-1 
liwack.

Mr. Eyres asked the Legists-1 
ture to urge upon the govern-1 
ment that consideration be given I 
to applying to the Dominion to] 
have the rates on feed grain and | 
mill-feed reduced.

Premier Pattullo moved an I 
amendment commending the] 
work already done by the govern-1 
ment along this line and ex-f 
pressed the conviction that it was I 
the duty of every pubUc body to I 
seek lower freight rates.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-1 
{ five leader, raised a point of | 
order. He suggested that 
amendment was not in order, i 
it did not affect the subject mat-| 
ter of the main resolution. If f 
government wished to praise lt-1 
self, he sarcastically suggested 
It could do so in a separate mo 
tlon.

The Speaker ruled that 
Premier’s amendment was 
ceptable. The House was dlvid 
at the request of Mr. Maitland 
and the chair was i “ 
solid Liberal and (n to*.
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MemberT^üg^TIilarious Paper Fig 
as Session Becomes History I

it

Political Enmity Forgotten 
As Long, Trying Sittings End

Nineteenth Legislature to Be Marked 
By Important- Laws Which It Passed.

By TORCH Y ANDERSON.
(By Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)

X TICTORIA, Dec. 10.—His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
V nodded his assent to a list of seventy-one acts, and bow­

ing deeply stepped down from the dias to follow the sergeant- 
at-arms and his escort from the chamber; as the door closed 
behind him the traditional shower of paper flew across the 
floor as opposing forces bombarded each other.

. The second session of the nineteenth Legislature was 
brought to a close, shortly before 9 o’clock Friday night 

As the paper tight developed'
groups of members started sing­
ing, and political enemies, but 
personal friends, shouted glee­
fully across the House at each 
other. Party feeling Is forgot­
ten when the Legislature pro­
rogues.

For seven long weeks party 
and political differences had 
flared and subsided, only to flame 
again with another contentious 
bill; now It was all over, and 
for five minutes of hilarious re­
action from the strain and storm 
of wrangling the grave and se­
date, the merry and the vivacious 
gave way to the exuberance of 
the occasion.
LONG, TRYING SESSION.

It was a long and trying ses­
sion, was this second session of 
the nineteenth Legislature of the 
Province of British Columbia. 
Seventy bills of more or less Im­
portance were passed, and a 
number presented by private 
members fell by the wayside.

This session will go down In 
history as that which saw the 
rebirth of control of public utili­
ties. In 1919 a utilities board was 
set up, but after a year or two 
It was repealed.

Another measure that caused 
bitter dissension between parties 
was the Redistribution Act that 
eliminated the Islands, one of the 
oldest constituencies In British 
Columbia; reduced Victoria dty, 
once the dominant political centre 
la the province, to the status of 
one of Vancouver’s ridings with 
three members, and set up a 
new district for the West Coast

But perhaps the outstanding 
feature of the entire session was 
the fight carried through to the 
very end from opening day by. 
opposition benches under dlrec-EI 
tion of R. L. Maitland, the new 
Conservative leader, against 

| growing control of provincial | 
les by the cabinet

WOULD REDUCE 
PENSIONS AGEl

Change From 70 to 65 Is 
Urged on Federal 

Government.
(Special to The Dally Province.) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—The Brit­

ish Columbia Government will 
| deliver to Ottawa a resolution 
passed In the dying stages of the 
session yesterday recommending 
the reduction of the age for old 
age pensioners as soon as possible.

G. M. Weir, provincial secre­
tary, told the House the govern­
ment was sympathetic to the sug­
gestion of Rolf Bruhn, Conserva­
tive, Salmon Arm, that the pen­
sion age be reduced from 70 to 
65 years. But he would not let 
the Conservative resolution stand 
and moved an amendment 

"An honest-to-God pension 
plan Is the greatest need of the 
country,” Mr. Bruhn declared. 
"But I am satisfied with the 
amendment. I withdraw my reso­
lution."
FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED.

Dr. Weir also amended a reso­
lution of E. E. Winch, C. C. F„ 
Burnaby, In connection with the 
Investigation of British Colum­
bia schools to discover the per­
centage of underprivileged chil­
dren attending.

Dr. Weir said he appreciated 
the situation and that the govern­
ment has Investigation In hand.

Dr. Weir amended Mrs. Doro­
thy Sleeves’ resolution, which, 
in effect, asked the government 
to force reduction of British Co­
lumbia University fees.

The provincial secretary said 
' would have liked to see fees 
iuced to $100 a year, rather 

)ased from $150 to $175, 
he refused to dictai 

to the University.

WM.

HOUSE FAVORS 
B.CJWEEPSI

Tom Uphill Surprised As 
His Resolution Is 

Carried.
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—Govern­
ment-conducted sweepstakes for 
hospitals were endorsed by the 
Legislature on Friday afternoon.

The most surprised man In the 
House when Mr. Speaker an­
nounced that the resolution had 
carried was Its father, Tom 
Uphill, Femie’s perpetual Labor 
member. So confused at the re­
sult was he that he called loudly 
for a division, which might have 
reversed his success If the mem­
bers had been forced to go on 
record.

"But you have won, why do 
I you want a division?" asked 
I Attorney-General Gordon S. Wis- 
|mer.
PATTULLO LAUGHS.

"Have I —then glory be — It’s 
Une then, and thank you,” shouted 
the now-beaming Mr. Uphill, who 
promptly rushed out and bought 
a whole book of sweepstake 
tickets for a church raffle that 
an Up Country member was sell­
ing.

Premier Pattullo laughed loudly 
at the outcome and the confusion 
of his old-time friend and political 
rival; for next to the Premier, 
Tom Uphill Is the senior member 
of the Legislature.

It was an eloquent appeal that 
the veteran Labor man made, and 
one of the best speeches he has 
made In the House. He covered 
the ground so completely that 
Ezra Henniger, Grand Forks’ Lib­
eral representative, who seconded 
the resolution, gently reproached 
him for having so completely 
covered the ground as to leave 
him nothing to say.
THEY ALL BUY.

“If you, Mr. Speaker, were to 
search through the pockets of 
every member in this House," 
suggested Mr. Uphill, "you would 
find a sweepstake ticket In the 
pocket of nearly everyone."

The Speaker shuddered at the 
Idea, and Mr. Uphill proceeded:

"Why not drop all this hypoc­
risy and help out our hospitals 
by making It lawful to buy them. 
We are keeping hospitals In Dub­
lin, Australia and the Philippines 
—why not drop pretense and 
help our own?" he demanded.

Confusion resulted when the 
motion was put, and Mr. Uphill 
called for a division. Mr. Speaker 
again called for the "ayes" and 
"nays,” and declared the resolu­
tion to have carried. Mr. Up" 
who la more 
lng his 
tonued i 
tion, t 
made__,

Telephone Controlepl
Bill Is Defeated

VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—A resolu­
tion In the name of H. E. Winch, 
C. C. F., Vancouver East, asking 
that the Provincial Legislature 
urge upon Ottawa the repeal of 
the act placing the B. C. Tele­
phone Company under federal 
jurisdiction, was defeated on 
division by 35 to 8 yesterday.

Two Liberal members, H. G. 
Perry and Dr. J. J. Glllia, voted 
with the C. C. F. The Conserva­
tives voted with the government 

Mr. Winch complained that as 
the company was a public utility 
it should come under the British 
Columbia Public Utilities Art, 
and to do this It was necessary 
to repeal the statute giving It 
federal charter.

Oriental Exclusion 
Endorsed $ House

VICTORIA, Dec. 10—The long- 
U drawn debate on the Conserva- 
® tlve resolution urging the abro 

gallon of the CanadianJapaneM 
gentlemen* agreement ended 
yesterday with a division of the 
Legislature upholding Mr 
Speaker Whittaker’s ruling that 
a Liberal amendment was In 
order.

D. W. Strachan, Liberal, Dewd 
ney, carried the government’! 
colors when he moved that ir 
place of the recommendation ol 
abrogation of the agreement, the 
federal administration be ap 
proached with a view to ending 
both Chinese and- Japanese lmmi 
gration Into B. C

I Purchase-by-Tender 
|| Motion Is Defeated

VICTORIA, Dec. 10—Mae 
gregor Macintosh, Conservative 
member for The Islands, failed 
to get the Legislature to agree 
that all supplies for relief camps, 
forestry training camps and simi­
lar organizations should be pur­
chased by tender. He moved to 
that effect. His resolution was 
amended by a motion offered by 
Hon. G. S. Pearson, minister of 
labor.

Mr. Pearson’s amendment 
called for the purchase of sup­
plies In the best possible man­
ner and, where possible, by ten­
der If In the best interests of th= 
province and of the public sen

| Say* National Road 
Is Dominion Problem

VICTORIA, Dec. 10—Killing a 
Conservative resolution to the 
effect that the B. C Government 
forward to Ottawa a demand that 
the Trans-Canada Highway be 
maintained by the National Gov­
ernment throughout Canada » 
that all future construction — 
paid for by the federal authori­
ties, Premier T. D. Patti 
brought an amendment Into 

i yesterday alterne 
" nent, which carried, 

i view that :





do not un- ofi and perambulate among themost mem! Un-Democrotic Protestslerstand it all and some pay no 
Mention. ~But a core of abler 
nen on both sides are on guard 
lour after hour, watching lest 
lome unworthy material enter

Tory critics of the Government's Public 
I Utilities Bill are obviously hard put for 

objections to array against it It is b meas­
ure that has been desired by all parties and 
all shades of public opinion for some time.

It is ludicrous, then, even, perhaps, a 
bit pitiful, to find journalistic critics drag- 

1 ging out the old bogey of “government con- 
| trol” in a silly and fruitless effort to discredit 
[this legislation.

To put it briefly, these carping writers 
Isay that the Public Utilities Bill Is a sinister 
| document because it establishes a utilities 
■commission which is responsible to the 
■Legislature and therefore the people. They 
■complain bitterly that this commission 

should be a “quasi-judicial" body beyond the 
reach of any authority except that of the 
ajurts and then only on points of law.

It is amazing that supposedly intelligent 
jeople should advance such an argument In 
i democratic country. For if this proposed 
Ivorce of executive and administrative 
unctions from legislative control is not 
xire Fascism, then there is no such thing <s : 
fascism at all.

Wouldn’t British Columbia’s business be 
n a fine state of insecurity and uncertainty 

If it was left to the questionable mercy of a 
fcoard that was not indirectly answerable to 
Ithe electors of this province?

And what would become of our boasted 
[Democracy if the only function of govem- 
jment was to set up various boards of con- 
krol and then turn them loose to do as they 
[pleased?

There is an unwholesome flavor of I 
Fascism and fascist thinking in these pro- I 
tests that cannot be palatable to the free I 
citizens of British Columbia.

ie new- structure ot law.
It is an expert's job. No mere 
ittage or wooden shed Is this 
ublic Utilities Act. It Is a mas-

takes, for trouble to the invisible 
public yonder, lor Injury to your 
pocket book.

Every section and sub-section,! 
Every clause and phrase, must be 
cunningly fitted together, dove­
tailed, made part of the whole if 
the entire structure Is to with- 
itand the dirty weather sure to He

the whole complicated web of our 
British Columbia civilization. 
The quality of coffee and tea in 
government institutions is earn­
estly debated. Members want to 
know what kind of beef lunatics 
and criminals are getting at their 
meals.

Mr. Winch the elder discusses 
at length, and with distressing 
detail, the condition ot beds in 
the old men's home in Kamloops 
(“the blankets are washed once 
a year, Mr. Speaker") and Mrs. 
Sleeves, a housewife herself, 
argues about the sheets and the 
cooking, and Dr. Weir Joins in 
earnest discussion of food and 
bedding.

On the whole Dr. Weir's esti­
mates go through without trou­
ble and Mr. Bruhn expresses the 
general opposition attitude when 
ho says the provincial secretary’s 
department Is without politics 
and splendidly administered. 
There is especial praise for his 
deputy, P. D. Walker, known as 

Ithe perfect type of civil servant. 
By bed time Dr. Weir has been 
voted most of the money he needs 
and most of His Majesty's supply 
has been approved. It looks like 

1 prorogation next week.______

ahead, the winds of litigation, the 
storms of administration, the 
shocks of politics.

Team Work Evident
I The master mason is the pre­
mier, but he has skilled assist­
ants in Mr. Wlsmer and Mr. 
Maitland, who work together on 
xhe details of the project as 
loyally as if they were both sup­
porting the government, as if 
Mr. Maitland hadn't already pre­
dicted for the structure final 
collapse and ruin from the 
tohocks of politics. Mr. Perry,

Pearson May Be Named 
To Public Utility Board

Minister of Labor Said 
To Be Willing to 

Accept Rost

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. L — As the 
Government approaches the ap­
pointment of a public utility corn- 

important

New Position?

■mission—the most
[appointments in recent years— 
[the name of Hon. G. S. Pearson, 
[Minister of Labor, is most 
prominent among those mention­
ed for membership.

No politician, Mr. Pearson is 
Said to be willing to Retire from 
politics and accept post for which 
he is equipped by wide experience 
in business and a récord of ad­
ministrative success in the Gov­
ernment probably unsurpassed in 
the history of provincial politics.

I His appointment is urged be­
cause he would be acceptable to 
Business men as a business man 
fcind to labor because he has been 
Ithe champion of the workings 
fceople in the Legislature and the 
■Government.
I If he were appointed it would 
[necessitate a bye-election in, his 
[constituency of Nanaimo.

EON. G. S. PEARSON
VuTcommlssion ivïïï co'nsist ol

three men, headed my Dr. W. A. 
Carrothers. For the thiVd post, it 
is believed the Government will 
seek an engineer since engineer 
lng questions enter largely into 
Public Utility Control.

evening, thé

Wednesday, November 30, 1938. Thursday, December 1, 1938.
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Gov't Closes 
Loopholes in 
Oil, Cool La>

C.C.F. Party Moves
To Repudiate Telford

New Amendments Prépara 
To Balk Court SuitOver Bridge Char By Sun Staff Reporter 1

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—The pro­
vincial government moved todaySome of them would read Dr. 

Telford out «.of the party alto­
gether, but it is not likely the 
caucus will go that far. However, 
if it goes as far as seems likely, 
this may cause Dr. Telford him­
self to retire from the party in 
disgust.

The Pattullo Bridge fiasco, 
arose as a result of the loose 
discipline in the C.C.F. group 
—or rather the lack of any dis­
cipline so far as Dr. Telford was 
concerned. Harold Winch, House 
whip and its outstanding figure, 
pleaded with Dr. Telford weeks 
ago not to go ahead with loosely- 
drawn bridge charges, foresee­
ing that they were without foun­
dation and were bound to col­
lapse.

But under the present arrange­
ments of the party, neither Mr. 
Winch nor anyone else has any 
power to request a member to 
reveal his plans to his colleagues. 
Dr. Telford declined to discuss 
the matter with the other So­
cialists and insisted on going 
ahead. Even then they feared he 
was without any evidence to sup-: 
port his charges. \

Caucus Called on Investigation Fiasco 
Members Want Harold Winch as 
Leader and Stricter Party Discipline

(See Collapse of Telford Charge on Pages 2 and 3)

to prevent the success of oil] 
companies suit against the Coal 
and Petroleum Act. As already
foreshadowed in The Vancouvei 
Sun the government will ask the 
House to declare that the aci 
does not apply to any operatior 
outside of provincial control 

The amendment will say alsc
that the Coal and Petroleum] 
Board may not consider in fixing 
|the price of one product the ef­
fect of this price in protecting 
the interests of any other produdt.

These clauses are designed to 
meet points raised against the 
act in the courts in the litigation 
now under way.

The amendment will specifi­
cally declare that the Macdonald 
report shall not be construed by 
the board or in the courts as hav­
ing any relation to the board’s 
orders.

These new clauses will be retro-J 
active and cover the present gaso-j 
line orders of the board.

It is understood today that 
the Coal and Petroleum Board, 
to be absolutely safe, might re­
peal its present gasoline orders 
and issue new ones under the] 
amended act. This is under con-1 
sidération officially now.

By Sun Staff Reporter

1.—The Co-Operative Commonwealtl
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May Be Leader

Pensions of 65
knitted! 
have 11 
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that if 
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VICTORIA.—Pensions for all 
at 65, from a government fund to­
ward which wage earners would! 
contribute, were urged in the!
legislature Wednesday by R. fi 
Bruhn, Conservative, Salmon 
Arm, sponsoring a resolution to 
this effect.

Captain MacGregor Macintosh 
and Herbert Anscomb supported 
Mr. Bruhn before Hon. George S.
Pearson, adjourned debate.
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declined to discuss the Issue.
As the Socialists prepared to go into caucus, politicians 

who knew what was under way, waited eagerly to see the 
result of this extraordinary situation. “Some thought that 

-------- --------—mit to party discip­
line, may retire from the C.C.F. altogether.

This would not worry most of the Socialist members. 
They fear that if he is defeated in the mayoralty election 
in Vancouver it will damage the party, whereas if he is 
elected, his difficulties of administration in the mayor’s 
chair may be still more embarrassing.

Tm Not Worrying'
■ Meanwhile, Dr. TeUord took< """""""
■ the whole affair with composure.
■ He is not resigning from the
■ Legislature, In accordance with 
H the old parliamentary usage
■ which calls tor a member to re-j
■ tire, and run again If he chooses,

HABOLD WINCH, M.L.A. U.B.C. Changes
VICTORIA, Dec. 1. — A bill 

which changes the procedure for 
appointment of the chancellor 
and members of the staff el 
the University of British Colum­
bia was passed Wednesday by 
the Legislature. Hon. G. M. 
Weir, said they were of a routine

lentol Hospital Bills
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—An ave-l 

nue of release through the courts] 
[for patients In mental hospitals 
was sought by Ernest E. Winch, 

[C.C.F., with two bills introduced 
Wednesday night.

He asked right of habeas cor­
pus for mental patients or them 

| relatives, right of appeal to thd
“I'm not worrying," Dr. Tel 

said today. “Nothing like 
ever worries me.”

But it is probable he did 
know that the other C.C.F. r

sanity,
of privai
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Telford Bridge Stee^hârg^Collapses]

Telford Bridge
Quiz Collapses;
He Withdraws!

j Accusations Dramatically Dropped 
After House Committee Demands 

Proof; Hobbs Repudiates Letter
By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Unable to prove anything, Dr. Lyle 
Telford last night withdrew his graft charges against the 
Provincial Government concerning the cost of steel in the 
Pattullo Bridge.

His withdrawal came suddenly without warning and 
made members of the Legislature’s Public Accounts Commit­
tee gasp with amazement, after they had spent the whole day 
listening to him as he tried vainly to support his allegations.

“It appears,” Dr. Telfcrd confessed to the committee, 
“the letter on which I based my charges was written by an 
irresponsible man, so my whole case falls down.”

The document to which he re-1
ferred purported to be a letter 
from C. D. Hobbs, Vancouver 
business man, to an English firm, 
in which it was suggested that 
steel could be bought below the 
price finally paid by the Govern­
ment.

Mr. Hobbs would not admit I

Î
vriting the letter, said he might I 
lave done so, but doubted that I 
he copy produced by Dr. Telford | 
vas accurate.

•IRRESPONSIBLE”
‘T presumed," Dr. Telford ad­

mitted, "that Mr. Hobbs would 
have the originals on file. As they 
now appears to be letters written 
by an irresponsible man my case 
drops down to the $35."

He was referring to evidence 1 
[that if the steel had been pur-f 
chased in Czecho slovakia, instead I 
|of in Canada and Britain, as re-1 
[quired by the bridge contract, the I 
[Government could have saved $351 

[a ton.
"Then you withdraw yoürl 
[charge of a $60 overpayment ?’T 
[demanded W. T* Straith, Victoria! 

[Liberal.
“Yes, it reduces to the $35,^ 
[said Dr. Telford.

"But I’m not finished with! 
the bridge yet," he added. "I’m I 
stopped on this and I’ve had mye 
two speeches in the House so l| 
can’t make any other charg 
there. But I’ve still got lots| 
about the bridge."

REMARK UNFAIR 
Harold Winch, C.CJF., Van-1 

I couver East, urged Dr. Telford I 
I to withdraw his remark about |
I Mr. Hobbs being irresponsible « 
[simply to say there was doij 

[about authenticity nf .Me letu 
“No I can’t do that because \
| know it is a fair copy of the 1 
"ter,” Dr. Telford said.

Capt

present to answer Dr. Telford's | 
reflection on him.
SHOULDN’T HAVE DONE IT 

Louis Le Bourdais, Liberal,
! Cariboo, said it was very re­
grettable that Dr. Telford should 
have made the charge in the first 
place without checking up on his 
sources.

This amazing anti-climax foi l 
I lowed such a day as the Legls-| 
I lature has seldom known.

From half-past nine In the 
1 morning until dinner time the 
I Public Accounts Committee had 
wrangled, listened, shouted while 
Dr. Telford, shifting his ground 

j from his original charges, tried 
to draw the investigation into 
new fields and finally alleged 

| not wrong-doingr, but only that 
the government could have 

j bought steel cheaper in Czecho 
Slovakia than in Canada or 
Britain.

I WILL HE RESIGN?
Witih this sudden shift from I 

| the original allegations, it was I 
pretty clear that Dr. Telford’s! 
case was falling to pieces, .but atj 
the dinner, hour adjournment he 
had made no sign that he was| 
ready to admit defeat.

At that time he was preparin 
to have an independent engineer! 
investigate the cost of the bridge | 
steel and predicting that the in 
quiry would go on perhaps for| 
days.

Apparently he thought it over! 
at dinner and came back in the! 
evening, without the least ad-1 
vance warning, to say he would | 
withdraw his allegations.

In such cases it is the custom I 
in all British parliaments for a I 
member to resign his seat and[

I run again, seeking vindication at I 
the polls.

Whether Dr. Telford would do| 
was not Indicated. .

. Ail day the committee exam-1

of whom damaged his case as the 
investigation strayed far from 
his charges.
“I’LL MAKE THE CHARGE”

In the afternoon Hon. F. M. 
MacPherson, Minister of Public 
Works, was the first witness 
called.

Dr. Telford suggested to him 
that the $225,000 paid to the 
Fraser River Bridge Company 
for its original bridge franchise 
should be charged to the cost of 
steel.

This, Mr. MacPherson and the 
committee flatly denied, assert­
ing this payment was a separate 
matter.
■ Dr. Telford insisted that as the 
payment in question was comput­
ed as 7^ per cent of the total 
cost of the bridge it should be 
chargeable to the steel and so 
should be five per cent paid to 
Major W. G. Swan, government 
consulting engineer.

This meant, he argued, that the 
cost of steel had been raised by 
12 % per cent.

Again Mr. MacPherson denied 
this theory as did members of 
the committee.

They asserted the committee 
was concerned only with charges 
regarding the price of steel.

This did not satisfy Dr. Tel­
ford, who said the $225,000 must 
be charged to the steel and added: 
"It seems to me the government 
was in collusion with the Fraser 
River Bridge Company in order 
to retain its charter. I’ll make 
this charge."

Chairman Kenney said if Dr. 
Telford would make such a 
charge in the Legislature the 
committee would investigate it, 
if the House so instructed.

| NO QUESTION THERE
Mr. Kenney and other mem­

bers pointed out that the pay­
ment to the Fraser River Bridge 
Company had been authorized by 
the Legislature by statute and 
there was no question about it. 

Dr. Telford said the govern-

I
 ment need not have made the 
payment to the company at all. 

Other companies, which held 
| charters for bridges across the 

I river, had not been compensated 
I in any way.

t)DY COULD TENDER 
The next witness called was E.

M. Boyd, secretary of the North­
ern Construction Company, one 
of the subcontractors on the 
bridge project, who said no public 
tenders had been called for sub­
contractors by the main contrac­
tors, but* several firms had bid. 

ir. Telford said he would pro- 
Idqjce evidence to prove that some 

lies had been unable ti

I
 tender or even secure plans on j 
the sub contracts. > L

Anyone was allowed to tender»! 
Mr. Boyd declared.

|“NEVER BUILT” BRIDGES 
When Dr. Telford started to j 

about the Northern Construci 
Company’s old franchise for ' 
bridge at Ladner, which 
never built, Mr. Kenney rule 
hat entirely out of order, havin 
nothing to do with the Telfoi 
-*"rges.
Dr. Telford said he was tryh 

(to find out the cost of steel 
ether bridges, but Mr.| 
puled that the commflg 

I in bridges

James A. Collins, president of I 
[the Fraser River Bridge Com-| 
*~~ny, was called next

>VT WAS WISE 
He told of his wide experience!! 
bridge building all over West-| 

;m Canada.
He said the Fraser Riverjj 

tridge Company had bee nia 
ranted a franchise for a bridt 

icross the Fraser in 1927.
The company had been readji 

to go ahead with construction,! 
but the government, thinking thel 
company would make too much! 
money on the bridge, very wisely! 
decided to build the span itself. | 
It then paid the company $225,0001 
for the surrender of its charter. I 

Dr. Telford asked Mr. Collins I 
if the government knew how | 
much his company had spent in| 

I •xireparing to build a bridge.
Mr. Collins said the gover.., 

ment, so far as he -knew, did not! 
have this information, but he! 
pointed out that the $225,000 wa_ 
not merely to repay out-of-pocket 
expenses, but to compensate it 
for loss of a valuable franchise.

"It was a very small settle­
ment,” Mr. Collins declared. "It 
was one of the unhappiest days 
o9my life when the Premier told 
me it would be improvident for 
us to build the bridge.”

"I think the franchise wa__ 
worth $1,500,000 or $2,000,000,”| 
Mr. Collins added. "We would 

I have made that on the operation 
'of the bridge on the present tolli 
in 20 years.”
HOBBS IS CALLED 

Mr. Hobbs, who called himseli 
a "wire rope man,” was on the 

1 stand for an hour.
He was brought into the en 

quiry when Dr. Telford read a| 
copy of a letter, allegedly signed! 
by Mr. Hobbs and sent to a firm! 
in England.

This letter, on which Dr. Tel-1 
I ford based his charges, suggest!
1 that $140 to ton would be 
reasonable price for steel, but} 
that Canadian bridge compa 
were setting a price of $200.

The copy of the letter was 
before Mr. Hobbs and he said, 
have absolutely no knowledge ofj 
it"
HIS FILES MISSING 

Mr. Kenney ruled the letter outl 
because Mr. Hobbs had repudi-J 
ated it, but finally, after long avj 
gument, Dr. Telford was allowed^ 
to question Mr. Hobbs, who sai<L 
he might have written the letteij 
but did not remember it 

He said he was not interest»
In the bridge controversy In th

I least, êmmm ^ >
He had tried to get an optionl 

for his company in England foi[
| construction of the bridge in 1

*r, ____....
He could not Imagine how 1 

copy ot an alleged letter 
him had reached Dr. Telford^ - 

His files, he said, were miss 
I and in some confusion as he 1 
I lust moved his residence.

He repeated that he wished 1 
knew where the letter had i 

| from.
SOT PROPER INITIALS 

Under lengthy crosses)
I Hort by Dr. Telford,
1 - 1 that 1
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I ten the letter,, though 
I not remember it.

But he noted that the initials]

I
 of the stenographer on it wen 
unfamiliar to him and not tho: 
of his stenographer.

Dr. Telford interjected that hej

1
 would secure from cable comJ 
panics çables sent by Mr. Hobbsf 
to his prinfcipals in England re| 
iating to the bridge.
Mr. Hobbs repeated that the!

I
 letter might be a copy of some! 
thing he had written but "that* 

it is a true copy I gravely doubt.”» 
He thought that as the initials]

I
 of the stenographer had beenjl 
altered, the figure of $140 fonl 
steel might also have been! 
changed.
“How did Dr. Telford get the!

1
 letter?" R. W. Bruhn demanded.» 
“Did he go to your files and| 

swipe it?”
“You’ll find your files in order!

Iso far as I am concerned," said| 
Dr. Telford.

“I hope so,” retorted MrJ

I
 Hobbs.” At the moment they’rej 

not there."
“Where do you think he got| 
| it?” asked Mr.. Bruhn.

“How I would like to know!’
| sighed Mr. Hobbs.

Dr. Telford read the letter all

I
legedly written by Mr. Hobbsl 
stressing the key paragraph, oiig 

which he based his charges.
This said that “the bridge coml 
panics have established a price! 
around $190 to $200 per ton fori 
steel bridge work throughout! 
construction and it would be very! 
unwise to disturb this price...T 
It would place the Dominion, 
Hamilton and other bridge com­
panies in a very unpleasant posi­
tion which they would naturally 
resent if prices say of $140 per 
ton were placed on steel. It is 
liable to create a profit of $50 
to $60 per ton.”
When asked again and againl 
whether he wrote the letter, Mr.l 
Hobbs replied: “I think you know] 
a lot more about it, Dr. Telford,! 
than I do!”
PRICES ALTERED TOO?

Questioned further, Mr. Hobbs 
said the stenographer’s initials on 
the letter were not familiar to 
him and possibly the steel prices 
quoted had also been changed.

He emphasized he was a “wire 
rope man” not a steel man.

“In other words,” said R. W. 
Bruhn, “you didn’t know what 
you were talking about.” .

Dr. Telford produced a series 
of letters purporting to be be­
tween Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Collins.

Mr. Kenney ruled that there 
must be “no more fooling around 
between Canada and England 
and Belgium," and that Dr. Tel­
ford must stick to his charges.

Mr. Hobbs finally agreed with 
Mr. Maitland that he probably 
wrote the letter which had been 
questioned, but he thought some 
of it might have been altered. 
PRICE NOT TOO HIGH

I
J. C. Boyes,. bridge engineer, 
who designed the Ladner bridge, 
which was not built, testified 
that steel costs varied in differ­

ent bridges. He thought a price 
would be for Belgian 
bricated.

a fair price for| 
would be about 81 

a pound, depending I 
" à

l he would 1 
over the I

was $40 to $50 Too"! 
gested by Dr. Tëlford, Mr. Boyes 
said “No.” He did not think the 
price too high.Dr. Telford suggested thon I 
that if the steel had been bought » 
in the open world market the 
price would have been cheaper.

Committee members protested 
that this had nothing to do w’.th 
the Telford charges because the 
contractors had been bound oy 
their contract to buy Canadian 
and British steel. The charge, 
said Mr. Kenney, was that $300,- 
000 had been over paid withlnffl 
the terms of the contract, forbid-B 
ding the use of foreign steel. *

■ When Dr. Telford asked if the 
I committee wanted to stop nisi
| questions, Thomas King retort-P 

led: "How you’d like to go on|I the radio and say we stopped!
I you!” ■

I “FISHING EXPEDITION”

I
 When Dr. Telford proposed to 
let Mr. Boyes go over the bridge 
plans and estimate the proper 
price of steel, William Straith 
objected.

I
 "He has got no evidence yet,” 
Mr. Stealth said. “Now he wants 
to go on a fishing expedition and 
find something to hang his hat 

on.”

(
Other members said Dr. Tel-1 
ford, not the government, should* 
pay Mr. Boyes and Dr. Telfordi 
retorted warmly that he was not| 
going to this expense himself. 1 
After further wrangling Dr.I Telford asked Mr. Boyes If he I 

thought the price of $201 paid! 
for steel on the PattuUo Bridge* 
was reasonable, and whether the 
government got value for its 
money.
J“r’, Kenn=y said this was a 
ridiculous question to ask an 
engineer offhand and Mr. Boyes 
said he could not answer without 
going over the flans.

"Î! boiis down to what steel
~vL^b0U8htfor’"Mr-
Æord'aS.“0naI market’“

not the CHARGE
That’s not the charge!" Mr 

wfr«ny ret0rted "The charge tm" ov,"payment of $300,000!” 
intr.hrf™,pun^ed the committee 
Telfnra °nSed disorder, with Dr. 
Je'foed and Mr. Kenney both
k?s tÏLat ?"Ce and other mem- 

trymg to speak.
That’s not the charge!" Mr 

Kenney persisted.
Yes it is*" cried Dr. Telford 

from the other end of the table 
“HE’S OUT ON A LIMB ’ l 

Jumping to his feet and shak-
shn, .ill18 . 1 st’ Thomas King 
shouted: ’He’s out on a limb
mvi„?yln6 1° get another tack 
“Ting We bought steel in the
iTin o,.?>Untry when we bought 
it in our own country'■
seur'hlart°rdhlried *° make him-1 

“I t lb°ve the elamor. 
i said I have a letter anH f I 

«aid according to this which I read ,Lt ^e has t^n
an over payment of aporox T 
imately $60 a ton . . .” PPTOX' 

"Shame on you! Shame on I you! shouted Mr. King hotly. '

“LIKE THE NICKEL ENQUIRY”
‘7™ “n'‘ shriek me out ofl D,r- Telford shrieked back. * 
It s like the B. c. Nickel en I quiry!” yeUed Mr. King. *

co!'m°V °"e word 1 said ther.1 “uitj be contradicted,” Dr. Tetl ford retorted. ml
boxing j

“According to the letter then 
was an over payment,” Dr. Tel-1 
ford shouted. “They could have! 
gone into the world market . . .”1

His voice was drowned in the] 
clamor.

“It’s like a dog chasing his | 
tail,” growled C. S. Leary.

Then the committee went #to| 
dinner and, on returning, learned | 
from Dr. Telford that he had I 

J withdrawn his charges.

I B. C. to Legalize 
Repeat Weddings)

By Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 1. — Wedd* 
couples who want to go through 
the marriage ceremony again foi 
some reason or another to lega 
their status will be permitted t<f 
do so under the new Marriage Ad 
amendments.

Up to the present time

I
 marriages have not been permit| 
ted by law.

The Cost of Irresponsibility

There is a weakness in our legislative 
system that is expensive to the taxpayer, 
And the Ignominious and even pitiful col­
lapse of Dr. Telford's PattuUo Bridge | 
charges in the Legislature exemplifies it

This weakness is the right of every I 
member to get to his feet and demand a I 
public probe into every transaction into | 
which his suspicious mind reads some ques­
tionable meaning.

Knowing his background Of firm convic­
tion that every form of government which 
is not socialistic is crooked, we do not ques­
tion Dr. Telford’s sincerity in initiating 
these specious charges. But everyone must 
question his good faith in permitting the 
expensive enquiry to go on (while he himselt 
had the evidence in his pocket that his allega­
tions were based upon irresponsible blather.

The PattuUo Government was extra-1 
ordinarily magnanimous in offering to In­
vestigate charges which it must have known 
were utterly ridiculous. Perhaps Its 
magnanimity was a contributing factor to 
the farce. But the Premier has been 
scrupulous in avoiding even the appearance | 
of evil.

However, his statement in the House 
last night suggests a remedy for these ir­
responsible maunderings. Hereafter, he 
said flatly, the Legislature wiU only investi­
gate charges that are made in writing.

We consider this to be a very moderate 
proposal. In our opinion, a Legislature or 
Parliament should only consider opposition 
charges when they appear in the form of a 
complete brief, outlining the nature of the 
evidence to be submitted and supported by 
affidavits and sworn statements.

Human nature being what it is, it is only 
to be expected that in every work of 
any magnitude, sombody may pinch 
off the odd five doUar biU. Everybody 
admits such practices to be reprehensible. 
But is it either economical or conducive to 
a higher public morality to spend hundreds 
and perhaps thousands of dollars to track 
down the petty thievery that, 99 chances out 
of 100, the principals in the contract know 
absolutely nothing about?

Dr. Telford has stirred up a costly little 
tempest in a teapot. He has not increased 
his reputation for administrative sagacity by 
so doing. And we believe the better-informed 
members of his party would be the first to 
admit th*t fact
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Committee 
Spends Day 
In Victoria's 
Black Hole

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter I

VICTORIA, Nov. 30.—The 
inmates of the Black Hole 
of Calcutta had a certain! 
melancholy advantage overf 
the public accounts commit-] 
tee of the British Columbia 
Legislature. They k n e t 

•oughly why they] 
were there and) 
what it was i 
about. They were] 
suffering f o i 
something they] 
believed in.

In the packed,1 
t3 weltering,| 
Ipoisonous little] 
Broom where the] 
jpublic account!
I committee spend 
It h e morning.l 
■afternoon and! 
(evening of Wed! 
nesday, no one) 

■really knew why 
Ihe was present,| 
Band there wa

5 nothing definite for anyone to be-1 
1 lieve in. You could only sit and!
■ take your choice of suffocating in (
■ this smoke-filled, fetid air or I 
I fainting from very exhaustion | 
I and bewilderment in the mass of I 
| thick, choking fog of inuendo, the I 
I hoarse clamor of irrelevant evi [ 
I dence, in the human throats.

Anti-Climax and Fiasco
And finally the whole dank 

I and dismal comedy ended in­
credibly in anti-climax and 
fiasco as Dr. Telford’s graft 

| charges concerning the Pattullo 
i Bridge collapsed, with a faint 
I hissing sound and an evil smell.
I Never has the legislature wit- 
i nessed an end like this. Never has 
la committee waited in such ex- 
I pectation all day, thinking that,
■ perhaps, after all, this strange 
I man may have something, some 
I horrid revelation, some ace up his 
■sleeve. Never has a politician 
■made bold charges like this and 
■utterly withdrawn them. Never 
■has à Don Quixote charged so 
Igaily at windmills and limped 
■home without lance, helmet or 
■trousers.

Wild, incredible, like a child’s 
I fairy tale, like a Walt Disney 
I film, like the end of the Big Bad 
I Wolf. Sad, in a way also, but 
I no one seems to mourn—not the 
I government, which is vindicated;
I not the Conservatives, who ob- 
I ject to Socialism more than Lib- 
leralism; not even the C.C.F.
■ which never backed Dr. Telford’s 
I charges, didn’t know what they 
1 were and tried in vain to stop 
I them.

To men of softer fibre this
■ would be a crushing defeat. To 
I parliamentarians : of the old 
1 school it could mean nothing but
■ resignation. But Telford is made 

t different clay. All this rolls off
i a little

I threatening dire things, still I 
I warning the government of more | 
I horrors to come.

Here in the black hole all Wed-1 
| nesday is one of the most remark-1 
I able sights that the whirling I 
I world of local politics has been! 
J off ered—better fun than the| 
B movies, with no admission feel 
1 and no amusement tax, and more | 
l human drama in it, richer com | 
ledy, better acting. Besides, un-1 S like the movies, it has the addeu j 
{j attraction that no one, not even |

the authors and producers, carl 
guess where the drama would} 

I end or why it was started.
Deafening Babel

All day long in the black hole 
is the fierce play of man against
man, strength against strength, 
the clamor of angry voices and 
fevered brains, the deafening 
Babel of anguished tongues, the 
explosions and sudden silences, 
the total confusion, obfuscation 
and futility of men trying to 
find a needle in a haystack that 
is blowing away in the wind of 
their own making.

In this little room, paneled in 
ancient yellow maple and vague 
through the smoke and clamor, 
are crowded most of the chief 
figures of our British Columbia 
scene, huddled together on rick 
ety folding chairs, gasping for 
air, listening, open-mouthed as 
If each were on trial for his life — 
come like onlookers at a hanging, 
to shqdder with delight at 
unimagined horrors and ghastly 
revelations. Doomed also, to dis­
appointment.

Around the table sit the Pub­
lic Accounts Committee, the jury 
In this case; at the head Mr. 
Kenney, a tiny terrier of a man,
able, fierce, who barks louder as 
the day grows older; lacing him 
at the other end Dr. Telford — 
rotund, pink, broad-faced, his 
white mane of hair growing 
mot^di sordercd as he staggers 
deepy Into the morass; across 
the table Mr. Maitland, carrot 
hair askew, huge pipe puffing, 
enjoying himself hugely, not that 
he loves the government more 
but Telford less; young Mr. 
Winch, dark, brooding, seeing 
that his friend is singing fast, 
but glad to know that he him 
self had nothing to do with this 
disaster; and all around, bridge 
builders, engineers, contractors, 
unskilled in these arts of argu­
ment, looking with wild amaze­
ment at the processes of politics.

The case has not gone far be­
fore the bottom of Dr. Telford’s 
case is clearly sagging, must soon 
fall out altogether. But he pro­
ceeds, with a curious complac­
ency, either unable to sec what 
Is happening to him, or refusing 
to face the fact of his own disas­
ter, keeping up his courage by 
promising worse charges to 
come.

Even when his own star wit­
ness, a competent engineer with a 
Scottish accent and a pained look, 
says the government paid a fair 
Price on the bridge, Dr. Telford 
stiU keeps up the brave pretense,
shifts his ground suddenly, but 
hot very skilfully, says lamely 
that the steel would have bee; 
cheaper If bought in the worl 
market, not In Canada or Britain 

Now is the bottom fallen ou 
entirely. Liberal members, wit 
shouts of victory, pounce upo, 
the doctor. J5o he wants tin 
government to buy steel 
Czechoslovakia, does he, where 
is $35 a ton cheaper, and

* ' of the!

I Dr. Telford 
Censured in 
House Debate!

Members Condemn Course! 
In Bridge Charges

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Members!

I of the government and the Leg* I 
islature Wednesday night cen Ï 

j sured Dr. J. Lyle Telford, C.C.F.,1 
I Vancouver East, for making}
I graft charges without sufficient] 
j foundation for them.

PREMIER’S CRITICISM
When the public accounts com*! 

mittee submitted to the House! 
its report on investigation of his| 
bridge steel charges, completely} 
clearing the government and any-f 
one else connected with the g 
bridge, and stating Dr. Telfori 
had withdrawn his charge, Pre-1 
mier Pattullo deplored Dr. Tel*] 
ford's whole method.

The use of statements in the! 
House that prove to be without] 
foundation would do Injustice f 
citizens, create distrust In govern*] 
ment and Is very regrettable, 1 
said. In future the government! 
will ignore such charges unlei 
they are made In writing.

Dr. Telford agreed that state! 
ments of the kind should be in| 
writing, but added:

“I can take this on the chin. Il 
may have erred in my judgmentf 
this time, but I’ll have more to| 
say.”

This drew Attorney - Generali 
Wlsmer into the debate with} 
stinging criticism of the member | 
for making charges based “on a I 
letter from someone to someone | 
else which wasn’t even _pro-| 
duced.”
SHOULD BE RULE

Even after withdrawing his I 
charge, Dr. Telford came back j 
and cast reflections on a solid, 
decent business mar> in Vancou­
ver (Mr. C. D. Hobbs), the | 
Attorney-General said.

“I think there should be a rule I 
about this sort of thing in the | 
House,” he declared.

“And the member makes no| 
apology,” he added, “but says he I 
intends to use the same policy] 
In future.”

Dr. Telford, he said, used the 1 
same sort of tactics in his al- i 
legations of forgery in the game I 
department on a trap-line appll-I 
cation. This matter had been in- B 
vestigated by two attorneys-1 
general, two game commissions I 
and the police, none of whom I 
found there was anything to it.! 
And Dr. Telford’s whole charge I 
was based on a document from a | 
man he did not know..

Frank Putnam, Liberal, 1 
Nclson-Creston, and Capt C. R] 
.Bull, Liberal, South Okanagan, 1 
ended the argument by deprecat* f 
ing Dr. Telford’s reference to ] 
Mr. Hobbs as being irre-1 
ponsible.

The committee’s report was I 
lopted.

After' all this talk of 30-hour weeks, a| 
rather Tedieval atmosphere Is created byl 
the» üttomey-General’s statement in the| 
Legislature that 60 hours per week is "lo

*ftir€

Oh, no, cries Dr. Telford! He] 
only wants bids called in thd 

I world market. Same thing, samel 
thing, howl the Liberals, hot ong 
the trail. Oh no, shouts Dr. Tel l 

I ford, but his words are drowned | 
in the fierce yelps of triumph.

The voices of Liberals hav 
I risen like fox hounds, scenting | 
the kill. Dr. Telford is on his! 
feet shouting, with outstretched! 
hands, hard pressed, desperate,| 
but still fighting. Mr. Kenney i 
thundering from the other end ofl 
the table and banging his gavel! 
The silent men, packed in the] 
black hole, breathing hard, Iook 

j on with wide eyes, open mouths.!
Then into the melee dashes Mr.| 

I King of Golden, a single lank 
curl dangling between his eyes.]

1 He shakes his fist and cries out, 
with a lovely mixture of meta­
phor, that Dr. Telford is out on 
a limb and is trying to get on an­
other tack. Equally mixed and.

is Mr. Straith, who says] 
Dr. Telford is on a fishing ex­
pedition, trying to find some­
where to hang his hat. Everyone 
is mixed, frenzied, hoarse.

“Shame on you, shame on you, 
shame on you,” howls Mr. King 
in an ecstasy of seprn. “You can’tl 
shout me down,” shouts Dr. Tel­
ford. “It’s like a dog chasing its! 
tail,” growls Mr. Leary. “Give 
’em boxing gloves and let ’em 
fight,” grunts Mr. Bruhn. Thej 
Doctor’s star witness, the Scottish! 
engineer, looks on with bewilder 
ment. a„Bl$iin irçam unused to thej
processes of politics. The black 
hole listens and swelters and 
maïvels. I

At dinner time it is clear that 
the bottom is quite out of Dr. 
Telford’s case, perhaps he has 
something else? Perhaps he may 
yet produce some evidence? Sure­
ly he has something after all this 
fanning of air and muddying of 
water?

When the committee comes 
back from dinner, eager for the 
worst, Dr. Telford stands up. Per­
haps it is coming at last. But no. 
Dr. Telford has pondered, has 
realized his defeat and now is 
withdrawing his charges, saying; 
they were based on an irrespon-j
sible letter. The committee is 
shocked for a moment, numbed 
and then bursts out with protests. 
All this day of agony and sweat 
and suffocation for nothing! Re­
mains only to deplore it in the 
House, to give the doctor a final 
spanking, not too hardr~at the 
hands of the premier and Mr. 
Wisraer, and to forget the whble 
weird chapter.

So ends a fantastic spectacle, a 
farce of the wilder pre-war, 
custard-pie variety—unparalleled 
here, useful only as a warning to 
young parliamentarians, valuable 
as good, clean family entertain­
ment. Be sure next time to 

the kiddies.
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Soap As Loss Leader <
VICTORIA, Dec. 1—Soap, soap 

! products and lard will be in-1 
eluded among products that can-| 

I not be used as loss leâders under 
1 Mrs. Paul Smith's amendment! 
to the Food Products Minimum I 
Loss Act given second readingg 

l in the Legislature Wednesday.! 
[.The bill also prevents retailers!] 
[circumventing. the act byjr 
I juggling invoice prices through|
| wholesalers.

Minimum Pay Law 
For Domestics Loses

VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—Due to 
I the disorganized nature of the 
I work, and the lack of training 
J and standards in the occupation, 

the time is not ripe to bring do- 
I mestic servants under minimum 
I wage laws, Hon. G. S. Pearson, 
| told the Legislature Wednesday 

as the government voted down a 
| bill sponsored by Mrs. D. G. 
| Steeves, C.C.F., that would have 
I included them. Mrs. Steeves 
l.made an earnest plea and Mr. 
I Pearson agreed with her but said 
I difficulties of making regulations 
[ work was too great

Telford Walks Out of C.C.F. Caucus 
In Anger Against Party Discipline

[City Charter 
Changes Pass!

By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. L—While thd 
| public accounts committee wentj 
| ahead with its investigation Intel 3 the cost of steel for the Pattulloj 
! Bridge, the Legislature sat fotjj 
| only an hour Wednesday after-]
J noon and put through a fe’
I minor bills. f

Vancouver charter amendments! 
j were passed as reported by the 
I private bills committee. They In-8 
| elude power to raise the trades | 
[licenses of the C.P.R., C.N.R. and I

. !. Electric Railway from $100 j 
I to 1500 a year, authority to pay J 
1 a 1 ting allowance to Judge A. M. | 
I Ha per for his work on the police I 
I coi mission, arrangements for an I 
I ad^ mce poll and other routine | 

chi iges.

Future Socialist Pro­
gram at Stake As Re­
sult of Probe Fiasco

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Dr. Lyle 
Telford bolted in anger from the 
C.C.F. caucus here Thursday 
and his whole future in the 
Socialist party is in complete 
doubt today.

Today Socialist members of 
the House requested the provin­
cial executive of their party to 
take under consideration the 
collapse and withdrawal of Dr. 
Telford's bridge charges and to 
take appropriate action.
PROBE REPUDIATED 

Whether Dr. Telford will be 
disciplined now depends on the 
executive.

The whole Socialist group in 
the House has disassociated 
itself from the fiasco of his 
bridge charges and he is now 
regarded as being ^out of the 
caucus, at least for the present.

But whether he will remain in 
the party no one knows.
ALL FOR DISCIPLINE 

Meanwhile to make sure that 
there is no recurrence of the 
bridge debacle the Socialists will 
insist in future that all members 
of their group, as of any politi­
cal group must consult their as-1 
sociates before launching j! 
charges in the House or taking | 
other action likely to embarrass 
the party as a whole.

Dr. Telford doeS not accept 
any such,discipline.

He has left the caucus rather 
than surrender his Independ­
ence.
RALLY IN VANCOUVER

Today no member of the Social­
ist group would discuss the pres­
ent imbroglio, but it quickly be 
came apparent that Dr. Telford, 
having left here Thursday night, 
is moving in Vancouver to rally 
around him his followers In the 
party as a whole against the criti­
cism of his fellow members In the 
House.

He is reportedly strong in the 
party organization even though 
his recent actions have been re­
pudiated by the House members.
"SHOWDOWN” CERtAIN 

One thing Is certain—there will 
be a showdown in the party soon 
on its future in the Legislature.

It will seek in one way or an­
other to prevent another majoi 
blunder like the Telford charges, 
which would not have been] 
brought forward if the groui 
acted as a group Instead of per­
mitting any member to go off at| 
a tangent.

The strong move to elect Har­
old Winch as House leader 
probably succeed in the end.

Final decision on this point has 
been defered, however, until the 
provincial executive has been con­
sulted.
RAISES IMPORTANT ISSUE 

The Issue posed by the 
is sometl 

the "

It is wether the Socialist mem-1
bers of the Legislature are to actj 
independently on their own judg f 
ment with general guidance from j 
theeir party, like other members, I 

| or are to accept instructions from | 
the Central party organization.
OTHER M.L.A/S "FREE”

In no other party could such a 1 
situation as the present one in the j 
C.C.F. develop.

Members of the Legislature In I 
other parties never consult their B 
party exçept at infrequent con-1 
ventions and in the present cir-1 
cumstances would take action! 
themselves to discipline a mem-1 
ber who broke with his group.

The Socialist members are lnl 
the unhappy position of having to| 
consult an executive but this will| 
not go on forever.
NAME PARTY LEADER TOO

Out of the present mess Social-1 
ists hope will come new modus | 
operand!, some system of leader- [ 
ship which will enable the party | 
and its House representatives to I 
function without the danger of I 
sudden splits and blunders by§ 
members operating indepen-f 
dently.

It is expected the party will| 
not only elect a House leader | 
shortly but before the year is out | 
will appoint a party leader as| 
well to end the present situation I 
In which Dr. Telford is operating | 
within the party as a roving inde- 8 
pendent movement of nis own. I 

For the present after Dr. Tel-1 
ford’s bolt from caucus the C.C.F. I 
members have decided to leave I 
the situation alone until the pro- [ 
vincial executive has been con-1 
suited.

But this doesn’t mean they will 1 
allow the present situation to re-1 
main. for long.

Meanwhile if Vancouver people- 
think that Dr. Telford is crestl 
fallen over the collapse and with-1 
drawal of his bridge charges they I 
are entirely mistaken.
might try again

Dr. Telford is going ahead with I 
his work as member of the! 
House quite happily.

‘T can take all this on the chin I 
all right. I’ mnot worrying,” he I 
said.

To Socialist newspapers Dr. L 
Telford said he intended to get I 
more evidence and renew, his | 
bridge charges at the next ses 
sion of the legislature.

Thp pnvernmenh as already an?] 
nounced, will probe no more! 
charges unless they are put into| 
writing.

It is not taking Dr. Telford | 
seriously.

Dr. Lyle Telford’s charges 1 
I against the government in con- f 
I nection with the Pattullo Bridge | 
Bare no concern of the C.C.F. as] 
la party, today declared W. W.I 
I Lefeaux, provincial president of] 
| the C.C.F.

“There is no question of pan 
I policy involved in them,” 
said; “they were not party mafj 

j ters but individual matters, foi 
which Dr. Telford is individus 

j liable.
“[ have no criticism of Dr. '

secretary of the C. C. F., denied 
reports that the C. C. F. group infl 
the legislature will repudiate Drl 
Telford.

“I have talked by long-distance! 
telephone with Harold Winch to] 
day, and he tells me such rel 
ports are unwarranted,” G^tr-l 
grave said. “What he did sàyl 
however, was that the C. C. FI 
caucus will tighten up its own! 
rules to exercise a greater con] 
trol over members in the House."

Gargrave said Winch said noth] 
Ing to him concerning a report! 
from Victoria that the caucus 
will ,set forth its views on the! 
Telford incident in a communil 
cation to the provincial executive]

House Votes 
$2 Millions 
For Highways!

Public Works Estimates Un-J 

changed From 1937

By Sun *"aff importer
VICTORIA,V-I— 2.—With thel 

| customary demand from all! 
I sides of the House for more and! 
I more roads, the Legislature! 
I Thursday voted the annual ap-S 
I proprlatlon of *7,179.570 for pub-1 
I lie works maintenance, un-| 
I changed from last year’s vote.

District road maintenance! 
I votes total $986500. For bridges I 
I the sum of $625,000 is allocated, [ 
I for ferries $250,000, for wharves | 
I $18,070, for snow removal $120,-1 
! 000, for equipment $120,000 and j 
I for traffic operation $60,000.

Following are the separate | 
I votes by districts:
I Albeml-Nanaimo ..............$37,5001
I Atlin .................................. 21,0001
I Burnaby............................ 10,0001
1 Cariboo ............................ 62,0001
1 Chilliwack ................. . 30,0001
I Columbia ........................  22,0001
IComox .............................. 37,5001
■ Cowichan-Newcastle .... 31,0001
ICranbrook ....................... 32,0001
I Delta ................................ 25,0001
jDewdney .................... 36,0001
I Esqulmalt ........................  31,0001
I Fertile .............................. 25,0001
I Fort George ..................... 45,0001
I Grand Forks - Greenwood 37,5001
I Islands .............................. 15,0001
1 Kamloops ........................  37,5001
■ Kaslo-Slocan....................  44,0001
ILlllooet ............. 37,5001
I Mackenzie.......................  19,0001
I Nelson-Creston ............... 45,000 U
I New Westminster ...... 1,500 9
I North Okanagan.............  31,0001
I North Vancouver...........  4,5008
lOmlneca ........................ 40,000 y
■ Peace River ..................... 25,0001
I Prince Rupert................. 15,0001
I Revelstoke ....................... 15,0001
I Rossland-Trail ................. 15,0001
I Saanich ....................  13,0001
I Salmon Arm ................... 30,0001
I Slmilkameen ................... 31,0001
ISkeena .............................. 29,0001

outh Okanagan............. 31,
nt Grey .. 5,C
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Two More Amendments

Hon, Dr. Weir is to be commended tor 
Introducing an amendment to the Marriage 
[Act which will compel all prospective brides 
and bridegrooms to undergo blood tests for | 

[venereal disease.
Since, however, the union of two young 

I people is something more than an experiment 
I in eugenics, it is our opinion that the temp-
■ ermental as well as the zoological factor 
I should be considered in our marriage law.

A minister who undertakes the responsi- 
I bility of marrying a man and woman should 
1 have in mind, as a matter of conscience, the 
I suitability and compatibility involved in the 
I Marriage Act which we believe would add I 
I to the durability of matrimony in thls| 
1 province:

1. That any marriage contracted by Brit- 
I ish Columbia people outside of British Col- 
I umbia will only be considered valid within 
1 this province if the standards and require- 
Iments of British Columbia's laws in this | 
[respect are fully observed.

2. That any couple married by a I 
I "strange” minister beyond the confines of j 
[the community in which they have been 
I domiciled must first produce a letter or I 
J certificate from a minister or some other I
■ responsible person in their own community | 
T identifying them as fit and proper persons
I to be united in marriage.
II These two amendments, we believe, I
I»"- 1 tend towards the mitigation of the I
Icnvorce evil which is growing so rapidly ln| 
[British Columbia.

Dr. Telford's more tactful friends have] 
decided not to ask him to drop in for a little | 
bridge in the near future.

Rood Federal Charge
VICTORIA. — It was rather I 

I sad that Canadians, wishing to 
I travel from one place in Canada I 
I to another, should have to go I 
I through the United States, R. L. I 
I Maitland, Conservative leader, I 
1 said in the legislature when urg-1 
[ing the House to go on record I 
[that construction and future I 
[maintenance of the Trans-Can-1 
[ada Highway should be paid for I 
[by the federal government.

House Hears Plea for
Monkman Highway 

Appropriation!
Perry Asks Gov't for 

$15,000 to Aid Pioneers ^
Fort George Member Describes Untiring Efforts j 

Of Settlers Building Highwoy

By Sen Staff Reverter
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort George, 1 

urged the government in the Legislature Thursday to makes 
a special appropriation to help the pioneers of the I 
Pass highway.

Reody to Scrap y|
Township Plan

. (■ By Sun Stun Beporter ,

VICTORIA, Dec. 2—Premier 
[ Pattullo told the Legislature I 
I Thursday he would not hesitate I 
“ scrap the whole of the pro ! 

nclal law which requires that 
1 one-quarter interest in all new I 
I townsites be vested in the | 
I Crown.

He said this in reply to Con-, 
I servatives who protested a change | 
1 in the Land Act which gives the | 
| cabinet power to waive the quar-,
[ ter interest when a company I 
[plots a townslte and puts in all | 
[the improvements.
J .The Premier said also he I 
I would favor the government | 
[turning back to municipalities I 
I like Prince Rupert and Prince | 
[George all the lots it now holds I 
[under the scheme. f
[ When the land boom was on 
130 years ago the quarter section I 
[meant something In revenue tol 
[the treasury, he said, but nowa- f 

-"lys thé holding Is a liability and 
mply embarrasses a municipal-

No Lobor Acf Change 
At Present Session]

VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—The Pn 
vincial Government has decide... 
not to open the Labor Arbitration! 
Act at this session. While Harold! 
Winch is moving to amend it, his! 

! proposals will be voted down. The 
Government had intended to re. 
vise some sections but after con-1 
ferring with Labor leaders decid f 
ed to leave it alone.

UNTIRING EFFORTS 
After describing the untlri 

efforts of the settlers who hav 
doggedly buHt part of the road- 
an outlet to the Peace River- 
Mr. Perry suggested the Ho 
vote $25,000, $20,000 or even 
$15,000 toward the project.

He said Vancouver people hadl 
promised $15,000 toward the road| 
but it had not been produced.| 
Otherwise the road would not| 
be through.

“Admittedly it’s a poor road I 
now, but it’s passable as far as g 
built. I plead with the govern-! 

I ment, if necessary, to provide] 
j the money,” he said.

Mr. Perry made it clear that! 
j in asking aid for the Monkman [ 

route he was not discarding sup-[ 
port for the Turgeon route to[ 
the Peace River through Finlay] 
Forks.
VAST COUNTRY 

“The Peace River is a vast] 
country," he said, “and there will] 
be more than one highway to ltfi 
I think the engineers will decide | 
one day that the route by Finlay] 
Forks Is the best."

j Amendments Due 
On Cor Liability!

By Sun Bluff Beporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Amend-1 

ments were promised Thursday! 
by Attomey-Geheral Wismer to] 
the government’s bills removing] 
liability from an automobile ] 
driver for injuries to a passen-1 

I ger.
He accepted the suggestion of| 

R.-L. Maitland, K.C., leader of] 
the Opposition, that certain! 
changes should be made to limit] 
the exemption.

Mr. Maitland used the illustra-1 
tion of an office boy sent on a I 
message and Instructed to ride] 
in someone’s car. As the original] 

! draft of the government bill] 
.stood the boy would have no| 

i claim If he was Injured In an] 
j accident, he pointed put Mr. Wis-g 
j mer agreed that some safeguards] 

were necessary end 
the ^necessary

Bear Bill Withdrawn
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Ernest "E. I 
neb, C.C.F., Burnaby, withdrew | 
bill which would enlarge pits [ 
captive bears, but only after]

he had the assurance of Attor-| 
ney General Wismer that 
game commission would be em-l 
powered to make regulations to] 
Improve the quarters of all cap-] 
live animals.

Opposition Bills Foss
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—-The gov­

ernment accepted two pieces of! 
Dpposltion legislation Wednesday. ] 

Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F.. Cowi- 
I chan-Newcastle, sponsored a bilU 
1 which will allow members off 
I men’s committees to accompany I 
j mines inspectors touring a mine 1 
[ alter an unusual occurence. I 

From R. L. Maitland, K.O,|
I Conservative leader, Attomej j 

General Wismer accepted a bill I 
giving married women equal!

I property rights when in partner* §
I ship with their husbands.



Friday, December 2, 1938.

! Eloquent 
Plea for 
Monkman 
Pass Road

I wtatÊaa mam mattm. i ■■
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

The Vancouver Sun's Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—The 

Legislature was obviously 
suffering Thursday from a 
spiritual hangover. The Tel­
ford hurricane of Wednesday, 
already known In history as 
the Big Wind of 1938, had 
left everyone emotionally ex­
hausted, washed out and 
limp. The House scarcely 
went through the motions of 
legislating.

Dr. Telford, for his part, bobbed 
up as merrily as if nothing had 

happened to him, 
as if he had es­
caped the 4*BIg I 
Wind” altogetn-T 
er. tyo outsider g 
would have sus-1 
pected that ne | 
was the chief | 
cast - away and! 
now afloat in an | 
open boat, far | 
from the mother | 
ship of the C.C. |
F. — floating no| 
ope knew where, ] 
gayly into seasti 
unknown, most I 
remarkable nau-f 
tical sight of g 
modem times, 

those still on board the I 
good ship C.C.F. showed clearly 1 
on their faces the ravages of the I 
Big Wind. It was a sad looking f 
crew, worried lest anyone should j 
imagine Dr. Telford was still mg 
the same boat with them. Ever}- fj 
one knew, or course, that he : 
wasn’t. No one doubted that the [j 
present separation, would, become § 
wider, perhaps permanent.

| Premier Fights Bock
Alter the Big Wind, ordinary! 
I seemed a sôrry let-down, like jj 

[ back to work In the morn-| 
J alter a big party. Comp 

I with the excitements ol the Pub-1 
■lie Accounts Committee, the pro-1 
Iceedings ol the House dealing! 

: lac ts instead dl_SBfififiSsJ
dull indeed. No one could |

Very Interested in them. | 
wished to grab the! 

i papers and re-llve those | 
; moments in the Public! 

nts Committee when the! 
Bridge charge camel 
down, amid screams ol J 

i agony.
tt this period ol hang-over and I 

"escence the House worked| 
lor the most part, 

t Land Act, by which the gov-1 
proposes to surrender,]

I It sees lit, its share ol :
: ol the lots In new town-] 

In this the Conservative 
i a great principle. They! 

the government’s 
> the last ditch.

Pattullo, who did not 
e Big Wind, ■ 

When

. doubting, not the rectitude ol 
< government, but the rectitude ol 
Jail governments, ol the principle 
loi government ltsell.

ive been built, said 
il the citizens ol Vancouver had! 
kept their promise to 'contribute! 
$15,000.

A lew dollars only, pleads Mr. I 
. „ . — Perry, a lew dollars to show that!

say,f.- MP.ut?nd ' tlJavsP 1 eP‘c 01 Monkman Pass is not I
Not Much Further

pie like Mr. Maitland always | 
imagine that the government; 
will invariably act against the 
public Interest when it is just as 
easy to act for it? Is it not pos-1 
Bible, if only to vary the monot-g 
ony, that governments might dog* 
something right sometimes? r 

Why, says the premier in an| 
excess of generosity, he would 
even entrust a government head­
ed by Mr. Maitland to exercise 
the functions proposed in the] 
Land Act, but the implication is] 
plain that he wouldn't trust Mr. 
Maitland's government much fur­
ther in any of the larger fields 
of policy.

Mr. Maitland and Mr. Bruhn 
continue to fight the act; Mr. 
Winch the younger makes a vig­
orous speech against it; Mr. 
Perry offers much wisdom, and] 
in the end it is passed. No onej 
is very deeply moved.

Everyone pricks up his ears,] 
however, when Mr. MacPherson 
brings his road estimates in, 
Hère, in a fashion unknown to] 
city people, is the central stuff; 
of provincial politics. In the in­
terior, beyond the pavement, gov­
ernment is judged by the condi­
tion of the roads.

Though a government of 
angels sit in Victoria it will havç 
no reputation in the far places 
if the local road is rough. Elec­
tions are lost and won, men’s 
careers are made and unmade, 
by a few loads of gravel. The 
local road, not the budget, not 
the Rowell commission, not the 
principles of Liberalism, Conser­
vatism or Socialism, is the thing 
that the folks back home are 
talking about.

As usual, Mr. MacPherson’s 
distribution of the road mainten­
ance money satisfies no one. It 
never can because there is never 
enough to go adequately around. 
But everyone in this House] 
knows, including the opposition, | 
"that Mr. MacPherson usually 
gets about as much out of a 
dollar as anyone, except where 
local foreman let him down, as 
they sometimes do in the tortu-l 
ous game of local politics. And] 
when they do, it is more injur-] 
ious to the government politically] 
than all the strength of the op-| 
position combined.

Into the pallid abstract discus-j 
sions of the afternoon, Mr. Perry] 
suddenly introduced a feeling of 
reality, suddenly brought us down | 
to earth and, as it were, spread | 
before us.the solid substance of] 
life in British Columbia.

Far away from these marble1 
halls, far from the Big Wind and 
the fusty smell of politics went] 
Mr. Perry, over the Monkman 
Pass road—that road built by 
local settlers with their own 
hands through the wilderness, 
because they would not remain 
longer Isolated in the North.

An epic Mr. Perry called it, 
and skilfully he painted a picture 
of the poor farmers of British 
Columbia loaning their own tools, 
working for no pay, to build a 
road that governments will i 
build, showing that the spirit 
♦Ha pioneers is not dead. *

■ ..ayr- ■ ■

forgotten in these marble halls, I 
to show the settlers that we ap-| 
predate still the manual labors j 
of the real British Columbians, T 

H while we are enjoying here all j 
' the luxuries of politics, paid by| 

a grateful electorate.
Mr. MacPherson listened but I 

spoke not. The epic still hangs | 
in the balance.



Saturday, December 3, 1938.

tofits Tax Aimed at Some 
■ Family Corporations!
B.C. Law Designed for 

Undistributed Funds!
Wider Application of 'Income Tax Proposed by 

Surprise Measure in B. C. House

Br Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—In a new undistributed profit tax, 
the Provincial Government is forging a strong weapon 
against British Columbia family corporations that evade in­
come tax by placing back their profits into excessive 

| reserves.
The undistributed profits tax plan burst upon the legis- H 

Mature Friday without the least advance warning to membersl 
| or to business men. In brief, it will work in this way:
[ Where a company owned by a few périple is taking its 
profits and putting them into the bank instead of distribut­
ing them to its shareholders, the Minister of Finance will 
warn it that its reserves are excessive. The company will 
then have 30 days in which to pay out the excessive reserves 
to its shareholders. If it fails to do so, then it can keep 
the reserves, but must pay a tax of 15 per cent on them
every year.

I SPECIFIC COMPANIES
In this way no company is pre-1 

I vented from piling up any amount V 
I In Its reserves, but if It does so it I 
I must pay taxes on the sum which I 
I the minister of finance considers |
I excessive.

As soon as the company starts I 
I to distribute its excess reserves, I 

of course, these distributed profits g 
become taxable under income tax. I 
In other words, the company I 

I must pay its full income tax on |
I the new undistributed profits tax. I 
I The law is aimed not at the!
I general business community of j 
I British Columbia, but at a small I 
I group of corporations only, which I 
I have been putting back profits I 
I into reserves simply with the in- f 
I tention to escape paying income |
I tax on them.
1 A few companies will be affect-1 
I cd by the new tax. It applies only I 
I to companies “in which the ma- F 
I jority of the voting power or I 
I shares is in the hands of nota 
I more than five persons and rela-f 
I lives or nominees of any of those 1 
I persons, or where control of the! 
1 corporation is by any other!

I means whatever in their hands.” I 
A relative is defined as as a I 

I “husband or wife, ancestor or I 
I lineal descendant, brother or sis-1 

ter.”
I HART’S EXPLANATION

Hon. John Hart, minister of!
I finance, who introduced the new I 
income tax amendments, declared! 
they did not in any sense consti-l 
tute an increase in taxation.

“We are seeking oply,” he said, I 
i “to . enforce the present income I 
taxes of the province, by blocking! 
up a loophole through which a! 
few wealthy people are evading | 
those taxes.”

Mr. Hart explained that where 1 
| a company makes a profit, It has I 
j to pay income tax on it, even! 

I though it does not distribute the! 
Qt to the shareholders. But! 

he law intends also that $he[ 
! shall pay a tax <

nfl
I the purpose of evading taxes, 1 

simply pay taxes on their prof- B 
its and then fail to distribute | 
them to the shareholders, a small I 
group of people who do not need j 
the money but who wish to build I 

| up a large capital. The company I 
| does not escape the first income § 
tax, but the shareholders escape B 
the tax which other people have g 

| to pay.
Mr. Hart said that there had!

I never been any difficulty be-j 
tween his department and busi-1 
ness men over the amount of I 
profits which might reasonably ! 
be held undisturbed. Auditors j 
of his department permit all! 
companies, according to their I 
needs, to set up reserves and en- g 
courage them to do so. Since J 
Mr. Hart resumed office in 1933 j 

B there has been no appeal to him J 
] from the decisions of his auditors |
I In this matter.
I IN OTHER PROVINCES

The federal government and I 
I most other provinces have 1 
tackled the undistributed profits 1 
problem, government officials | 

I herd state. British Columbia is ! 
I merely bringing itself abreast 1 
I of the policies of other provinces. 1 

It has not moved before be ! 
I cause there was no problem of | 
1 undistributed profits requiring | 
I attention. Lately, however, gov-1 
1 ernment Investigators have re-1 
I ported the accumulation of un- [ 
[reasonable reserves In a few I 
[companies and they need legisla- [ 
| tion to make these sterilized | 
I profits taxable.

The new act gives the min-i 
lister of finance a wide power ini 
fdetermining what is an excess g 

ofit To him is left the deter-1 
atlon of what constitutes 

able reserve and what is 1 
eally an attempt to escape in-1 
ome taxation, but his decisions B 

| may be appealed to the govern-1 I ment.
I KEY CLAUSE

The minister’s powers are set | 
| out in this key clause in the In- i 

! Tax Act, which covers thel 
fions of the new tax plan: j 

oration to

which this section applies has 
accumulation of undivided I 
undistributed gains and 

profits which, in the opinion of 
the minister, is in excess of 
what is reasonably required for 
the conduct of its business, the 
Minister may, by notice in j 
writing, so inform the corpora- ; 
tion, stating the amount by 
which he considers the said 
accumulation exceeds such rea­
sonable requirements; and if, 
after the expiration of thirty 
days from the date of the
notice, the amount of the ex­
cess stated therein has not 
been distributed in the form of 
dividends to the shareholders 
of the corporation the minister 
may direct that the corporation 
be assessed and taxed on the 
accumulation of undivided or 
undistributed gains and profits 
at the rate of 15 per cent on 
the amount of the excess stated 
in thé notice, and the corpora­
tion shall be assessed and 
taxed accordingly; and the 
commissioner shall give a 
notice of the assessment to the 
corporation assessed, fixing a 
date on which the tax shall be 
payable.”
How much revenue the newl 

bill will mean to the government 
has not been estimated definitely. 
Whatever revenue is collected 
under the new act will come from | 
a very few tax-evaders.

In another amendment to thel 
Income Tax Act the government 
proposes to alter the taxation of 
life insurance companies. They 
are now taxed on the total 
amount of their premiums. To 
put taxation on a scientific basis, 
now recognized throughout 
America, the government will 
except annuity payments from 
taxes, and also bonuses and divi­
dends paid to policy holders, who 
use them to pay their premiums 
in part. To avoid any drop in| 
revenue, however, the govern­
ment will increase its tax on I 

j premiums from 2*4 to 2% perl 
I cent. Insurance companies urged j 
j these changes.

■

Fraser River Dykes
Will Be Renewed |

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Dyves on|
I the Fraser River between Porte 
Mann and the Searle elevator I 

I will be renewed . "and repaired I 
under legislation introduced ini 

I the House Friday night by Hon. I 
I A. Wells Gray.

The bill provides lor a reflnanc-1 
ling ol the South Westminster I 
I Dyking District by retiring thel 
I outstanding bonds, totaling $36^-1 

500, and providing about $18,0001
tor the repair work. __ I

The work will include con-1 
structlon ot one and a half miles 1 

I of peat dyke, renewal of six* 
I wooden flood boxes and raising I 

. three miles of dyke by 
half feet

^Mining Law 
Changes in 

B.C. House I
Actual Staking Regulations! 

Remain Unchanged; 
Protect Titles

Spécial to The Vancouver Sun
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Changes I 

in British Columbia’s mining laws] 
boiled down after a year of dis-1 
cussion between the Government! 
and mining men finally went be-| 
fore the Legislature Friday lag 
bills introduced by Hon. W. J., 
selstine, Minister of Mines. They! 
are to go into effect next ^une L| 
The main points left in the billsg 
are
1. A person will be allowed to! 

stake eight claims for him» 
within an area of ten 
(now he can stake only one fori 
himself and others as agent for| 
other people).

2. A claim can only be grouped! 
once a year, instead of being! 
regrouped several times asf 
now.

3. Actual staking regulations re-1 
main unchanged except that a! 
discovery post Is no longer nec-f 
essary.

4. Assessment work require-] 
ments are left alone except thatl 
the Government now specifies! 
what work may be classified as j 
assessment work; that is, it| 
must be actual development] 
work.

5. An attempt is made to proti^.- 
titles of mining properties by[ 
providing that certificates < * 
of work can only be questionu*- 
within one year after they are! 
issued and the Minister oil 
Mines can order that asst 
ment work affidavits can be| 
checked by inspection.

6. A person must have an actual | 
mineral deposit on at least one I 
claim in a group of eight be-1 
fore he can get a Crown grant I 
The new protection for work!

certificates is designed to pre-1 
jvent such suits as that in which I 
the sensational Privateer Mine] 
at Zehallos had to surrender -,

| sizable share of its stock to indl | 
viduals who questioned a 
ment work said to have been I 
done several years previously. I 
Now such a claim would have to| 
be made within a year.

Legislature Will
Prorogue Friday

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—The Leg-I 
[islature lost about two hours off 
I working time when the storm! 
I blew the lights out Friday, but] 
I party whips are confident all! 
I business can be handled in timef 
I for prorogation next Friday.
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Utility Act May Mean 
>500,000 Bill for B.C.E.R
Companies Will Be Made 
To Pay for 'Appraisals'

i Rates to Be Based on Value of Physical Assets f 

Without Regard to Face Value of Stock

Ur Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—The B. C. Electric Railway Com-1 
I pany may be charged with a bill of close to $500,000 for an 
3 appraisal of its properties at the direction of the new Public 
J Utilities Commission, Rremler Pattullo told the Legislature 
f ; Friday, as the Utility Bill was pushed through committee.
I He explained that this cost would be taken into account 
yi( when rates are fixed. «M»n;r«ï:iuuHi(««ed

Debating the bill in the dark

(
when the lights of the Legisla­
ture were extinguished in a storm, 
the House argued many of the

[
technical points on which the new 
utility control plan will be based. 
9500,000 WORTH 

The bill provides that the com*

1
 mission when It makes an ap­
praisal of a utility’s property 
can assess the company for the 
cost.
R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva­
tive leader, said he thought this 
might hurt small utility compan­
ies although it might not affect 
the B. C. Electric much.

“You don’t think It wlllT’’ said

I
 the Premier. “It might affect 
them *300,000 worth."
Mr. Maitland insisted there

I
 should be some check on the 
commission in assessing compan­
ies for the cost, by appeal to the 

courts if necessary.
The government also made 
clear that rates under the new 
control scheme will be set to give 
companies a return on a fair ap­
praisal of their physical assets 
and not on the face value of their 

stock.
This came when Harold Winch, 
C.C.F., Vancouver East, said that 
according to editorials in the 
papers people were paying rates 
on rallions of dollars of watered 

stock.
He asked It the commission 
put a proper estimate on
II. STOCK ISSUES 

jlttomey-General Wismer said I 
would be based on a fair! 

of companies' proper-1 
l not on stock values. ■ 

i pointed out the commission 
I also control future stock is- 
~ of companies.

. W lamer said the control of 
did nqt affect the 

generally but only the 
i In utility companies, 

litlon members objected 
which empowers the 
i to settle disputes be- 

lity companies and mu-

no appeal on 1
eut

Wismer said, | 
when all

i dealt i

j authority to order extensions of F 
| utility services.

Such extensions, he said,

I
 might be unprofitable and the! 
company would be without j 
appeal. L
Alderman Fred Crone, Liberal, | 
Vancouver Centre, said the pro- j 

j posai was excellent and had been | 
long awaited by municipal

j authorities.

Ghostly 
Scene as • 
Lights Failed 
In House

Act, which is designed chiefly to 
control electricity. Alas, winds 
and power lines are beyond the 
control of this Legislature and 
exactly at the moment when it 
was discussing the B.C. Electric 
Railway Company, the local lines 
of that organization snapped 
the gale.

Among all the wild, legendary! 
and ever-glorious scenes that the! 
legislative chamber has wit-ff 
nessed in its time, this was per-! 
haps unparalleled. Here was the* 
House, sitting in the dark of a| 
late December afternoon, with] 
the Premier holding the Public] 
Utility Act up close to his nos< 
to read it, Mr. Maitland squirm-1 
ing to catch the last rays of day-] 
light, Mr. Carson in the chairg 
wielding an electric torch which] 
he turned upon the bill before] 
him.

Queer Scene
Dim in the twilight were the 

ligures of our legislators, only 
the white plume of Mr. Hart’s 
head discernible through the 
gloom. The galleries all around 
were utterly black and their oc­
cupants quite invisible, giving 
certain ghostliness to the whole] 
spectacle. It made you think of] 
British parliaments, long ago, 
sitting in the dim shadows of] 
Westminster Hall.

But still the Premier strug­
gled on, carrying that precious 
burden, the utilities act, his own 
brain child, through the glc 
Occasionally the lights flashed] 
on for a moment or two and 
then off again, but such is our 
legislators’ presence of mind 
that their speeches continued 
without hesitation or interrup­
tion, light or dark.

If, gsowls, Mr. Uphill, they’d i 
send for one of me bhoys, Mr. | 
Speaker, the electricians, you 
understand, from Femie, they’d 
fix up these here lights. Mr. 
Pattullo pays no attention, 
strides on, brain child clutched 
to his bosom.

It’s all very well, says Mr.

the legislature into utter] 
darkness; not in the figura­
tive sense which Mr. Pattullo 
or Mr. Maitland might use in 
attacking one another, but 
literally, in dead earnest.

The lights went out. And when]
| Tom Uphill marched into th< 

House like Lady Macbeth, bear­
ing aloft a lighted candle, which] 

he solemn 1 
stood on hi 
desk, the Pre-| 
raier decided ti 
call off th 
show.

The Hous 
went home.

By a hlghl;
appropriât
freak of 
southeaest 
which was 
ing Victoria, 
lights 
in the

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun's Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—The 
light of provincial politics,| 
not very bright all day, sput­
tered out altogether late Fri-S 
day afternoon and plunged» uphill, , for these learned fellows

In the government and the oppo­
sition, because they don’t have 
to read the utilities act They 
know it otf by heart now. But 
I can’t read It even with my 
spectacles that cost twenty 
bucks, says Mr. Uphill.

Mr. Wismer squelches this 
protest by pointing out that un­
til the lights went out Mr. Up­
hill hadn’t even bothered to 
come Into the House to look at 
the utilities bill—only came In to 
protest that he couldn’t look 
at It
Stab in the Dark

Finally Mr. Uphill with 
touch of his old clown’s genius,] 
goes out and comes back with hisj 
candle, solemnly plants it on hisl 
desk, where it shines like a good] 

I deed in a naughty world, and 
* ! utilities act v

l interest.

i child away lor
Mr. Maitland------ --___ !

. that the 1
mier has been in the dark 
often and so long that he is nn
dark U“d ‘° U -A stab ln ‘he 

Before these pleasantrled 
wound up the dismal day.
House had made good nroOTPss- on the utilities act with ^S 

Ia,Jly friendly discussion on 
both sides. The chief fact which 
emerged from the discussion was 
that public utility companies, not 
the government, are going t, pay 
tor the enormous cost of investi- 
gating themselves.
swü?’ examP,p> the B-C.I 
Electric will probably have to Ifo^ur0.Und half a million dollars |
«ïd TheesUgatl°", the Premlerl 
said. The company, of course,! «an charge its consumers fori
llr JnPenSe" 1,1 ^ end the pub-1 
lie will pay On the other hand,! 
there may be compensation In I lower utility rates. n|

aJ!1ne,^ther ,fact' emphasized 
again and again by Mr. Wismer 

the stock ,s™e of 
any company cannot be altered 

not h® recognized for rate 
fixing purposes. Just because a 

*°r exa,mPle, has issued 
a million dollars' worth of stock 
It wU! not be entitled to a prom 
on that amount.

englneers and lawyers! 
trill find out how much the com-f 
Panys plant is actually worth. If It win ? worth half a miUionl 
“.w™ get profits on that, and ltf »i l be just too bad for tteXJ!l 
dfvkftSAU they have been getting! 
dividends on the whole million. 
„™®re was a good deal o 
”™bll"g; but keen discussion on! many details of the bill. At on " 
point Mr. Maitland seemed to] 
have fallen into a strange incon 
sistency, which, perhaps, he may] 
explain later. His fight has aU 
ways been against a public utility! 
commission not independent oil 
the government, not all-powerful 
and free of politicians. But hen1 
he was, deeply alarmed becau 
the commission proposed by thel 
government might be too power- 
lui, might Interfere too much with utility companies and hara: ^ 
them with unnecessary investi! 
gallons. ■

The electric lights went on ad 
the night sitting and simultané* 
ously the legal lights burst intol a sudden incandescent glow! 
From the Government sida 
glowed Attorney-General WIsmeJ 
with his bill designed to buttress 
the Coal and Petroleum Act, now 
headed for the Privy Council and 
from the Opposition benches 
glowed Mr. Maitland, whd 

J thought it was very bad pr,- 
to patch up an act once it 

| disputed in the courts—like del 
daring next day that a man klllei 
by a street car was not dead.

But probably knowing that 
he did so he would be susp 
of favoring the oil companies, Mrl 
Maitland would not vote aga 
the Government's buttressing ad 

More interesting in the iond 
run was a passing reference of 
Mr. Wismer’s, which cast a ionI 
shadow of events before it The 
courts, said Mr. Wismer, are whltf 

I fling away at our laws so mucl 
that Provincial right, are belndswept away. Highly slg-------- 3
this, because the Rowel i 
sion may raise the wh 
of provincial rights in r 

ivated form than ever.
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G.C.F. House 
Members Show 

Their Authorityl
Definite Revolt Against Control by] 
Party Junta; Telford Incident Induces 

Reorganization of Party's Internal 
Management

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun's Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—The fierce internal party ro’ 
which followed Dr. Lyle Telford’s withdrawal of his gri 
allegations against the government over the Pattullo Brid 
means definitely that the C.C.F. members of the Legislature 
are not coming back here again for another session ham­
strung by outside party controls.

They are determined that the]
must be a showdown to prevent 
a recurrence of the Telford fiasco 
and to show the world that they 
can act always as free agents.
AN OUTSIDE BODY

The present incident showed, 
with a sudden vivid light, how, in 
their case, the ordinary freedom 
of elected men in a British par­
liament is dangerously restricted.

They felt unable to take any 
final action concerning Dr. Tel­
ford, though he was a member 
of their caucus.

There was no leader to disci­
pline him, no way of officially 
repudiating his charges.

Instead, the House members 
had to refer the whole question to 
the party executive in Vancouver 
—an outside body not elected by 
the public, but exercising a defin­
ite measure of control over C.C.F. 
members' activities. »

This does not mean that the 
executive tells the members ho’ 
to vote in the House.

It certainly didn't authorize 
debacle like the bridge charges.

But it puts the control of the] 
members as a group,, in their] 
work as a party, as representa­
tives of the C.C.F. under the] 
executive.

It does not permit them any­
thing like the freedom of action 
enjoyed by Liberals and Con­
servatives.
ALWAYS A MEMBER

In the Liberal and Conserva-I 
tive party control always is with! 
the elected men, never with the! 
outsiders, whom the public| 
doesn’t know.

The leader is always a member | 
of the Legislature.

When the party is in office the I 
small group which dominates it| 
belongs to the cabinet.

All the party policy is made| 
by the elected men, who, 
consult the party in convention 
and then in most general f

And after a convention hasl 
been held, there is nothing : 
prevent an elected man ; 
against the conclusions of 
convention. Frequently gov 
ments do not carry out 
wishes of the convention.

As for the party exe 
elected by the local as

It has no power to discipline | 
them.

Nothing of importance is re-| 
ferred to it 

If there is trouble among the! 
elected men in the older parties,] 
no one ever thinks of consulting] 
the executive. The party leaders, 
the elected men themselves, de-| 
cide what should be done.
A LITTLE JUNTA 

If a row like that which is now I 
facing the C.C.F. broke out in 
the Liberal Party, for example, if 
one of the Liberal members of 
the House Involved the party in] 
a fiasco, Premier Pattullo would 
deal with him—and quickly, and 
would have the Liberal elected] 
Liberals deal with him.

If necessary the offending Lib-1 
eral could "be read out of the 
party right on the floor of the] 
House.

But the C.C.F. House members J 
are unable to do anything of the] 
sort.

They must refer the question] 
to the executive in Vancouver, 
little junta which has no respon-1 
sibility to the public and is large- ! 
ly unknown to it 

I It is this undemocratic princi-1 
pie which has been thrown into 
highlight by the Telford affair 
and has made the elected C.C.F. 
men restive. They will not come 
back here without a new deal and 
without a leader. As everyone 
realizes, what the C.C.F. must 
first have, if it is to get any­
where, is a leader—not merely a 
House leader—but a complete | 
leader, who would form a govern­
ment if the party were elected,] 
and this leader must be a mem-| 
ber of the House.
IF PARTY BACKS HIM

Every student among the | 
C.C.F. party knows that the per­
son and position of a Prime Min­
ister is so important—controlling] 
as it does the dissolution of the] 
government and the whole legis­
lature—that the public has the] 
right to know before an election 
the leader of any party, so that 
it may know who is going to be 
premier if it is elected to office.

Dr. Telford walked out of the] 
C.C.F. caucus, but may return.

iy, he is in the party, and] 
it. is in the party that his 

lies.

te party should back him ] 
against the House members, a| 
grave breach would follow.

Peace makers may be able to l 
smooth the difficulty over by | 
disciplining Dr. Telford, inducing 
him to agree to work with the 
caucus, instead of working inde-1 
pendently. He will have to agree 1 
to this arrangement before he is | 
re admitted to the caucus, since I 
it has decided definitely that all l 
members must consult with the I 
group as a whole before making i 
charges or taking any other I 
action liable to involve the 
group. The C.C.F. executive will I 
have to agree to this or force the 
revolt of the House members.
ALL FOB THE BEST

While all this has created a 1 
very trying situation for the I 
C. C. F., Socialist leaders think it I 
is all for the best, that the party | 
will emerge from its difficulty I 
stronger in its organization than I 
ever.

At all costs, they realize, the! 
party had to disassociate itself! 
from Dr. Telford’s bridge charges, ji 
and if, as a further result, the I 
party procedure is reorganized tof 
put the elected members in a j 
proper position, all the present j 
trouble, they think, will have! 
been well worth while.

Clearly, if it wants to gain the 1 
support of British Columbians I 
who are wedded to the demo- I 
cratic process, it will have to I 
make its elected men supreme, I 
remove them from the suspicion I 
of outside junta influences.

ICredit Unions 
Bill Launched 
In Legislature!

I Maximum Interest Rates Set] 
At 1 Per Cent Monthly

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Credit j 

| unions in B. C. will be permitted | 
to issue an unlimited number of | 

(shares of $5 denomination.
The government introduced a| 

|bill in the Legislature Friday] 
night permitting unions to oper- j 

| ate.
The purpose of the unions,! 

| cited in the bill, is to raise funds fe 
by' subscriptions from members ] 

| and to make loans to them.
Loans can only go to members | 

I and only for a provident, produc- K 
tive or merchandising purpose. | 
A special committee will approve j 

| loans.
Interest chargeable is limited] 

I to a maximum of 1 per cent per] 
month, exclusive of financing] 

| charges.
No security is required for j 

1 loans less than $100, but if fifit 
1 ity is asked, a member’s note C 
be accepted.

Will Telford 
Resign, Then 

Run Again?]

A new and bold move by Dr. ] 
Lyle Telford, stormy petrel of 1 
the C.C.F. legislative caucus, 
to seek personal vindication | 
from his constituents of Van- | 
couver East, was foreshadow­
ed today in discussions in high | 
C.C.F. circles.

The move, it is reported, may | 
involve his speedy resignation 
as M.L.A. for the riding which 
placed him at top qf the poll 
in the elections of June 1,1937, 
with nearly 12,000 votes.

In the by-election to follow, !
Dr. - Telford would stake his 

political future in a contest ] 
with all comers, it is said. 
CHALLENGE TO CRITICS

Developments over the week- ] 
end probably will determine j 
how far Dr. Telford will go.

According to one story today 
he will consult his constituents 
and the party executive, and, 
if they are agreeable to his 
course, his resignation will fol- ! 
low and his hat will be in the j 
ring to challenge not only the : 
Pattullo government, against ] 
whom he made his ill-fated 
bridge graft charges, but critics j 
within his own party, not ex­
cluding Harold Winch, M.L.A., 
who was his running-mate in I 
Vancouver East last year and 1 
trailed him by a matter of only | 
400 votes.
NO WORD FROM CAUCUS

The doctor is in the city this 
week-end conducting his own j 
negotiations.

He consulted with the local 
officials of the party and club j 
leaders today and laid his cards 
frankly upon the table.

Party leaders in Vancouver 1 
say they have not yet received 
any communication on the Tel­
ford incident from the C.C.F. 
caucus in Victoria, ànd they in­
cline to the opinion there will | 
be none.

]Mr. Speaker
Despotic Power!

Sir,—The public ol B. C. are In-1 
Idebted to your paper for the lllu- j 
Iminating report ot the dog tight!

In the legislature, which fairly! 
(indicates the partizan and trucu-| 
.. lent attitude of Mr. Speaker.

Has It come to such a pass that 3 
(Members of the Legislature have! 
(to hold clandestine meetings ini 
jthe Speaker's chambers before! 
| they can succeed In bringing reso-1 
j luttons or motions before the! 
I House, or secure his gracious 1 
! leave to put questions relative to I 
(matters of public Interest or| 
[business on the Order Paper?

All manner of men have filled I 
lour Speaker's chair, many of I 
[them crude and unsophisticated,I 
[but having withal an underlying! 
[fairness and determination to be| 
[Impartial, with due regard fo; 
the great responsibility of thelr| 

| position.
It is a sad travesty on the tra-l 

jdltion of this high office when a 8 
" d in the law sh "" 

the Speaker’s 
such dictatorial i
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Monkmon Pass

Mr. H. G. T. Perry, M.L.A., does well to 
I insist upon a special appropriation in the 
1 road estimates for $20,000 to complete the 
(Monkman Pass Highway from this end. 

There are assets of the flesh and there 
are assets of the spirit. The initiative and 
enterprise by the Peace River people who 
conceived and went ahead with this enter­
prise are among the most valuable assets this 
country possesses.

If Victoria cannot spend $20,000 on tile 
! encouragement of an asset of the spirit, not 
' to mention certain very definite advantages 
j to the flesh, then Victoria has fallen to a 
low level of comprehension and appreciation 

I indeed.
First announcement of the government’s 

proposal to tax Undistributed profits Was 
distinctly bewildering. The matter was pre­
sented to the House yesterday, without pre­
vious notice of any intention of the kind by 
the government. Businessmen could not 
Understand the sudden introduction of this 
measure after the Minister of Finance had 
announced, in his budget speech, that there 
Will be no change in taxation at this session.

It would be vastly better if the govern­
ment would take the business community 
more into its confidence in these matters and 
so avoid the Unsettling of conditions which 
these announcements are bound to cause.

It certainly appears clear that no matter 
how strenuously the government of Brit­
ish Columbia may desire to induce the 
division of profits, this proposed tax can 
hardly apply Itself equitably in one province 
Without being enforced with equal vigor in 
all provinces.

New businesses and enterprises will 
hardly choose British Columbia for their 
Scene of operations if they can escape 
this impost by establishing in other sections 
Of the country.

Moreover, if surplus profits are allowed 
to accumulate with the honest and sincere 
intention of expanding business and in­
dustries, it would seem that the Govern­
ment would stand to derive a much greater 
revenue from the fruits of that expansion 
than to levy against the capital with which 
that expansion is planned to be undertaken. 

It is thoroughly dear that such a tax

I could not be Imposed inflexibly. There must 
be some give and take in ft. There must be 
due regard to the intent of those who allow 
profits to accumulate.

In the explanations given In our des- 
| patches from Victoria, the government tn- 

ates that no harm to growing industry 
| shall come from the new legislation.

What worries businessmen generally is

I that hew and added burdens of taxing au­
thority are being assumed by the govern- 

nt from time to time. These encroach- 
jjjments are threats against business e:
Ision; there is no use attempting to evade 
I implication that, on occasion, the govern- 
]ment may apply an objectionable grip on 

free and untrammelled operation of

• results by other methods will not go 
down well with the, general public.

What induces distrust of the govem- 
nent’s sudden proposal is that it goes much 

further than federal income tax provisions of 
a similar kind and that it appears to be 
based more on the drastic Roosevelt program 
which has spread dismay and ruin through 
the business community in the United States.

f____ _______ i —

Courts Are Narrowing
Our Rights, Says Wismerl

Attorney-General Moves Second Reading of Bill j 
Bolstering Validity of Gasoline Measure

By Sun Staff Beporter

I VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—The government’s gasoline price­
fixing policy was thrown into sharp debate Friday night 
when Attorney-General Wismer put through second reading 

Hof his bill attempting to bolster validity of the price-fixing 
£,law by declaring its intention.<—
I Mr. Wismer insisted it be put 
B through because courts, in their 
^decisions, are narrowing down 
■provincial rights.
1 He said the actual legality of 
Jthe Coal and Petroleum Products 
I Control Act was not doubted,
■either by the court or by coun- 
isel, but Mr. Justice Manson’s in- 
|junction was given largely on 
Ithe ground that the act impie- 
| mented Mr. Justice Macdonald’s 
$ coal and oli report Since this re- 
| port covered matters far afield 
S from the province the court 
I stopped the act being carried out.
1 URGENT MATTER 
I “This is a very important 
matter,” the Attomey-General| 
said, “because of the various 
court decisions narrowing down; 
provincial rights.”

Mr. Wismer insisted that when 
the House passed the act last 
year it had no intention of im­
plementing the Macdonald report, i 
which, at thta time, had been| 
read by few of the members.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con­
servative leader, did not oppose: 
passage of the bill, but he 
warned it would probably be a 
hardship, rather than a help, in 
the government's fight to pro­
tect the validity of its price-fix­
ing.

He criticized the retroactive 
nature of the anfendment and 
said that few legislatures would 
attempt to bolster a law up in 
this fashion When litigation was 
before the courts.
NOT CONSIDERED .

"This bill itself is the strong-1 
est argument against the Attor- [ 
ney General’s own contention, 
namely, that that Macdonald re-1 
port was not considered by the I 
House when it passed the first | 
met"

Mr. Maitland insisted the gov­
ernment had a clear way out by 
simply repealing the fuel act and 
bringing coal and petroleum 
products under the new public 
utility bill.

Harold Winch, Ç.C.F., sup- 
nt on the

— It isn’t so it’s high timelhisi 
Legislature went into the whole 3 
matter and settled for good the| 
respective positions of the courts! 
and the Legislature.”
ANSCOMB CRITICAL j

Herbert Anscomb, Con., Vic-L 
toria, criticized the principle of 
the bill. To begin with, he said, 
everyone in the House knew the 
original act was based on the 
Macdonald report. If it was not, 
then the government had wasted
its $125,000 spent on the com-1 
mission.

He said the bill was unfair tol 
business interests who were takl 
ing their case to courts and sudl 
denly finding the government! 
bringing down legislation to wip 
out their contentions.

Premier Pattullo entered thej 
debate to insist that the will oi 
the Legislature, as expressed in 
its laws, should be the absolute! 
rule of the country so long as it| 
was within its own jurisdiction. 
ONLY AS WORDED 

Decisions in English couru», 
held in high esteem the world 
over, always dealt with the word 
ing of a statute as it was passed 
and did not refer back to some 
thing that happened before.

The Premier said the plain fad 
was that the people thought the 
price of gasoline too high 
Through the Legislature they de­
cided they wanted to reduce itj 
That was their sole intention anti 
they had no idea of affecting busi-| 
ness in California or anywhert 
else. /

“They can talk about a 
authority resting with theL 
courts,” he said. “The final au-1 
thority is with the people. Wheng 
the people express their wil 
through the Legislature the dutj 
of. the courts is simply to iif 
prêt what this win is, whe; 
pressed in a statute.”

a peculiar! 
. the ,



lew Taxation Plan 
'Handicap to Industry'

The Finance Minister Promised No New Taxa­
tion'; Mining Companies May ^Hardest Hit

News of the proposed new undistributed profits tax 11 
burst like a bombshell in the Vancouver business and finen- ‘ 
-ial community overnight and today preparations are under 
way to give seriotis eXfrnination to features of the bill.

The executive of the Board

Alberni's Ambition

Trade and the B. C. Bond Deal-1 
ers’ Association will discuss the! 
proposed tax at special meetings | 
Monday.

Until they have studied the bill I 
business leaders in Vancouver | 
prefer to withhold comment.
MAY INJURE B.C.

Murray Brink, president of the 5
B.C. Bond Dealers’ Association, [ 
announced this morning that an 6 
executive meeting of that organ!-1 
ration will be held at noon on 5 
Monday to discuss the proposed | 
tax on profits.

Although investment men and | 
others were Inclined to with- B 
hold comment until further study | 
of the proposed legislation, orj! 
until meetings have been held to | 
deal with the situation, concern f 
was expressed unofficially.

Various investment dealers are I 
of the opinion that such legists-1 
tion mfght hurt confidence of In-1 
vestors in B.C. industry.

One businesstpaif Stated he | 
could not understand (why B.Ç 
should attempt to ado_ 
tiop that has already proved un-B 
successful in the United States.® 

AS an Instance, he explained* 
that he knows of one company inj 
B.C. that earned 20 per cent on 
its common stock but has beenfl 
using its profits to pay off 
*150,000 hank loan.
RATHER PAY DEBTS FIRST 

“If, as I understand it, a per-J 
centage of these profits wou 
have to be distributed among! 
shareholders, this one company 
would be years in paying off 
bank loan and expansion of the! 
company's operations held back,’! 
he said.

"It is my opinion that it is bet-1 
ter for shareholders and all con] 
cerned that plant expansion and 
paying off of debts Is much mon 
urgent than immediate dlvlj 
dends," he continued.

Business men agree that then 
are companies putting money 
the bank, earning 1)4 per cent in] 
terest when dividends could 
paid, but they say this is the ex-1 
ception rather than the rule,! 
especially since the depression! 
when business was forced to bor-S 
row heavily to maintain opera-1 
tiens in the face of decreased* 
trade.
fThese loans are now being paldl

Mining company officials are* 
of the opinion that imposition! 
of the proposed tax would 
much to hamper the develop 

I ment of the mining industry.
. One mining company opérai 
lays that the 15 per cent tax i 
ixcess profts is already 
xi in the federal taxes in section | 
I2D of the income war 
which forces distribution of sud

would 
they say.

■■
company need not necessarily 1 
hold stock in several smaller I 
mining companies which they I 

I might be forced to sell on the!
I market to satisfy government j 
I demands, thus putting the smal- i 
11er company in an embarrassing I 
| position, they state.

Small mining companies would I 
1 especially be hurt by distributing I 
1 funds which otherwise would be I 
I put into the deveiooment of I 
| mines and create employment, it!

was the opinion of one leading I 
I mining man in Vancouver.
HART'S PROMISE

Alex McKelvie, chairman of I 
the B. C. division of the Cana-1 
dian Manufacturers’ Association, | 
said:

“One’s first reaction to the in-1 
come tax act announcement of j 
yesterday is one of surprise Ini 
view of the statement made by* 
Mr. Hart when he introduced the | 
budget, that no changes are con-1 
templated in the tax structure oil 
the province until such time as I 
definite conclusions have been! 
arrived at pursuant to the ln-[ 
vestigation and findings by the I 
Royal Commission on Dominion-* 
Provincial relations.

“This amendment would cer-| 
tainiy seem to be a change ini 
the basis of taxation of certain* 
corporations.
FIFTEEN PER CENT TAX 

"The taxing provisions of the I 
act hitherto in effect gave thee 
Minister power to tax undistri-l 
buted profits in the hands of a I 
corporation where, in his opin-I 
ion, such profits or reserves | 
were not being distributed, ln| 
order to evade taxation.

"As I read the new act,” con-1 
tinued Mr. McKelvie, "such cor-1 
poratlons will be given the op- [ 
tion of paying out to sharehold- ‘ 
ers undistributed profits, but if I 
these are not made, the Minister I 
may levy a 15 per cent tax on I 
any part of the surplus in the | 
hands of the company.

"While, on the phraseology of I 
the new act It seems to be j 
aimed chiefly at holding com- j 
panics or personal corporations, I 
it is bound to apply also to a con-1 
siderable number of Industries i 
the province, the control of | 
which is in the hands of a limb j. 
ted number of persons.

"The limit set by the new act! 
is five persons, but while that! 
number might easily have oyer l 
51 per cent of the stock, the bal-1 
an ce might be widely distributed.” 
Mr. McKelvie went on. “So If' 
would appear that many other j 
corporations besides personal or I 

ty corporations would <be af-| 
by the new tax."

Here is one thing you may always safely 
I bet upon in a “redistribution” measure. It 
is that the political party in power is endeav- 

j oring to recast boundaries and ridings for 
I the purpose of improving the chances of 
! election of its supporters. If the job is too 
I raw or otherwise barefaced, the opposition 
j party raises the cry of gerrymander,

B. C. Legislature is presently engaged 
I in this high-class manipulation. The back- 
j bone of the body politic is subject to irregu- 3 
liar growth. A vertebra, here and there, 
«ticks up or slumps out of place. A shift in I 

I density in population will occasionally show ! 
the need of application of the chiropractor’s 

j craft Sometimes there is a reason infinitely 
! more subtle.

The Islands constituency is one of the 
| oldest in British Columbia. That picturesque 

group, which most people see and admire 
j from the deck of the Vancouver-Victoria day 
; steamer, was first settled back in the sixties, 
j long before Vancouver—as a city—was 
j thought of. Now, what about it?

Albemi, witi) its logging and lumber mills,
| its fisheries and its potential development in 
'j West Coast mining, is one of the fastest- 
‘ growing districts of the province. Presently,
: it is attached to Nanaimo, for purposes of 
j representation. Today, Albemi demands a 
| member of its own. Very laudable, replies 
I the government. But it is unthinkable, in 
S the present state of our politics, that a new 
1 constituency should be added. Therefore, to 
I make up for the rebirth of Albemi, the ex­
junction of The Islands is proposed.

Yes, gentle reader, that little suspicion 
j growing in your mind is founded on a basis 
j of truth. The member of the Islands is a 
j Conservative gentleman, a returned soldier, 
land of all our younger legislators, on either 
8 side of the House, one of the most up-and- 
’ coming—an altogether promising specimen, 
j The idea is to attach the Islands to Nanaimo,
| which is geographically adjacent, but separ­
ated for all practical purposes by consider- 
|able channels of very deep salt water. The 
only way for a resident of The Islands to 

jget to Nanaimo is to charter an airplane or 
itake steamer 'to Vancouver or Victoria and 
j make a new start

We have a friendly sympathy with the 
1 growing aspirations of Albemi, but the plan 
! to “redistribute" The Islands out of an an- 
îdent heritage doesn’t sound so good. There 
j is no need of hurried action about this pro- 

; posai and a fair compromise might be to lay 
.jthe whole plan on the shelf until next year.
| Some more equitable solution may then sug- 
] gest itself.

House Planning to
End Session Friday

VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — The| 
I Legislature resumed Its session! 
| here today, hoping to complete It I 
I by Friday night. Only major! 
I business yet to be Introduced is! 
I the government’s Redistribution I 
Ibid, which will be ready during| 

: next day or two.

.. i^mderstood that the gov* 3 
emment will go ahead with Its I 
plan to place part of Vancouver! 
East into Point Grey, even! 
though the Redistribution Com-1 
mlttee ot the Legislature reject-1 
ed the proposal.

Some powerful Liberals were I 
hoping to have the whole bill laid I 
on the table tor a year.
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Telford Offers to Fight 
Election on Bridge Prob

Tox Act 
As New 

Burden

fled by the treasury It Its surl 
pluses are considered excessive! 
and will have a chance to dlatrl-l 
bute them before any levy lsl 
made.
WON’T AFFECT LABGK 
FIRMS

As far as public companies! 
with large numbers of shared 
holders are concerned, It Is nod 
expected they will be affected by] 
the new tax.

This Is chiefly because when 
there are many shareholders 
they continually demand all thej 
dividends a company can standi 
and It has no chance to let large 
surplus He Idle In the bank.

But In companies where a few 
well-to-do men have complete 
control, and do not need to draw 
al lthelr profits, they can let the] 
surplus accumulate.

The new levy does not apply,

Willing to Resign 'If I Hove to Get Out of M]
Party'; Seeks Royal Commission

Dr. Lyle Telford, M.L.A., and mayoralty candidate, id 
prepared to resign his seat, in the Provincial Legislature and 
fight a by-election on the Pattullo Bridge question, if he gets 
permission of the C. C. F. Par1"

He told this to an enthusiastic!
[audience in Moose hall on Sun­
day night, which listened to him]

Gov't Moy Even Collect 
Surtax Before Sur­

pluses Distributed
'I know we can’t rectify things]

at once. I know I can’t at once 
pull down taxes and interest un­
der the present system. But let 
us fight for a change, and mean­
while let us be honest in our 
dealings with our fellow men.”

He lashed out at the B. C. Elec­
tric Co.

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.— The 
provincial government’s new 
attempt to force family cor­
porations and closely-held 
private companies to distri­
bute their profits and make

rake the Pattullo Government! 
fore and aft, and outline some of! 
his ideas for running Vancouver 
as its mayor.
WANTS COMMISSION 

I "I’m so sure I’m right about! 
[my charges in connection with

and suggested the city 
operate its own electric 
plant rather than be "dictated to 
by watered stock.”
MILK CENTRES

He proposed opening milk dis­
tribution centres similar to those 
in New York, and proposed op­
erating a municipal bakery to 
bring down the price of bread. 
Dealing with potatoes, he cited 
an instance where B. C. potatoes 
were selling in Hong Kong for 
$11 a ton, and were quoted here 
at $38 a ton.

Dr. Telford loosed a barrage 
on the question of gasoline stor­
age tanks scattered throughout 
Vancouver. He quoted a letter 
from the Dominion fire commis­
sioner, Ottawa, to the effect that 
they "constitute a major commu­
nity hazard,” and should be corr\-

of course, to ordinary reserves 
for depredation, had debts and1 
so' forth.

The treasury has always 
had authority to tell a company

power
thenf^open to surtax drew 
the spotlight here today as 
business leaders became 
frightened of a heavy new tax 
burden.

The government renewed its 
assurance that the undistributed 
profits tax is directed at compara­
tively few private companies, but 
it was agreed the proposed new 
law establishes

the Pattullo bridge that I’m will-B 
ing to resign and tight a by-elec-■ 
tion. But what I really want isB 
la royal commission. If I get it* 
jril wreck the government,” hefl 
jdeclared.
I "If I’ve got to get out of pub-B 
[lie life I’m willing to do it. IB 
[foresaw the danger and I tookB 
lit on the chin myself, because «B 
[didn’t want to get my party in-|| 
Ivolved.
I 'Til get out of the party if I il 
■have to, but I’m going to stay® 
■right with this issue and fight® 
Bit to a standstill. But I know® 
■my party will give me the right® 
■to resign and fight my seat ■ 
■again on it. I’ll open up and® 
■make charges, and then watch® 
■the government scurry.
■READY TO TESTIFY 
I "If I had wanted to welsh onl 
Bmy pledge I could have put two I 
■witnesses on the stand who would! 
■have proved my charges, bute 
■they are ready to go on the stand I 
■now, and I’m willing to" stake my I 
■future on the faith of those two I 
■people,’.’ he added.
I Dr. Telford recounted the his-1 
Itory of his bridge charges, of I 
■collusion between the bridge I 
■company and the Pattullo Gov-1 
lemment on the question of steel;#
■ of the government three times g 
■amending the Fraser River! 
■Bridge Act in favor of the com-j 
■pany, and then buying back its | 
■charter for $225,000. He showed! 
■lantern slides of documents that!
■ featured his charges, and which? 
■were brought before the commit-i 
■tee of the legislature recently, j
■ The, speaker took a rap at The! 
■Vancouver Sun. Then he gave 
■The Daily Province a thankful1 
■pat on the back for its editorial 
■6n Saturday on the bridge sub-

if it htinks reserves of htls 
nature are being carried too high.

Board of Trade 
Debars Legislation

Representations concerning the 
Undistributed Profits Tax Act 
now before the legislature are 
likely to be made to Hon. John 
Hart, finance minister, by Van­
couver Board of Trade on Tues­
day.

A meeting of the executives of 
the mining and the insurance, 
financial and real estate bureaus 
of the board today did not reach] 
finality, and definite action could ! 
not be forecast.

It is understood that the pre-l 
vailing opinion at the conference 
was that the minister of finance I 
already has, in the existing In-1 
come Tax Act, all the essential] 
powers sought in. the new bill, 
and that further legislation Is 
not called for.

The B. C. Bond Dealers’ Asso­
ciation met at noon to discuss 
the undistributed profits tax bill, 
but had no statement to make] 
when the meeting ended.

It will be further considered

an important I 
principle in plugging a loophole I 
in the income tax.
CAN “ASSUME” PAYMENT

Both the Dominion and the I 
other provinces have clauses in I 
their income tax laws dealing | 
with undistributed profits.

So has British Columbia.
But the principle in the present | 

law has been that if the govern-1 
ment thinks a company is piling I 
up excessive surpluses without I 
distributing them it can assume I 
that they have been paid out in I 
dividends and tax the sharehold­
ers accordingly.

The new plan, however, will 
give the Treasury power to step 
in and actually force some com­
panies to pay surtax before the 
surpluses are distributed.

| There is a safeguard that when 
a surplus is taxed in this way it 
cannot be taxed again when it 
is finally distributed in dividends.

I IN ANOTHER PROVINCE
The main object of the new tax 

is to prevent family corporations 
from evading the surtax by set- 

l ting up holding companies which 
do not collect their dividends, but 
let surpluses accumulate In the 
bank when the shareholders da 
not need the cash.

Some corporations have dis 
I covered, for instance, that by set 
ting up a holding company in an | 
other province to draw the divi 1 
dends from the parent company 
within this province, some ùi the 

I surtax can be avoided.
That , is why the treasury pro- 

[poses to take power to tax the 
| undistributed profits at their 
[source within this province. 
[flat 15 PERCENT 
I The ordinary surtax starts at 1 
[per cent and increases gradually 
| up to 18 per cent on amounts over 
I $47,500.
I The new tax is set at a flat 15 
Iper cent, so that on small 
B founts it would be higher thaï

he said.

He charged again that the Pat-
lÀifammant had refused, to

take any action on an offer to 
lay down gasoline in Vancouver 
at 20 cents a gallon.

"Pattullo said that offer came 
from an irresponsible party, but 
that irresponsible party was the 
chief government witness before 
the government’s fuel commis­
sion,” he added.
CIVIC affairs 

Swinging to the municipal cam­
paign, the speaker applied the 
bridge episode to civic affairs. 

"When I’m mayor,” he said,
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!, Widow 
Has Never Got Cent ofil

Legislature to Act in Strange Case pf Forgotten | 

Vancouver Woman Who May Get $250,000

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—In 1904 Henry Towne, who had 

made two great fortunes and lost most of them, died in Aus­
tralia.

Today his estate has grown to $750,000, but his widow 
living in Vancouver has never got a cent of the principal and 
is in need.

This week the Legislature will 
be asked to step into this strange 
story and order about a third of 
the fortune handed over to Mrs.] 
Towne and her children.

For thirty-four years no one I 
could think of a way of dividing 
the estate in a fashion to help 
the widow.

Towne’s will provided that his| 
money should go to the child­
ren of his sisters if they had any. I

One of the sisters died childless I 
and the other in Australia is over| 
seventy and has no child.

The will says that if the sisters) 
have no children the estate shall I 
go to the Salvation Army and| 
other charities.
CHARITIES AGREE

G. G. McGeer, K.C., counsel I 
for Mrs. Towne devised the pre-g 
sent method of legislating direct | 
in this queer case.

He and other counsel are pre-S 
paring a bill to be introduced ini 
the Legislature by a private| 
member along the lines of siml-| 
lar legislation passed in othei 
provinces.

The future of Mrs. Towne and! 
her children thus rests today on| 
the decision of the House.

An amicable settlement hasl 
been arranged between Mrs-| 
Towne, the executors of the 
tate and the charities involved 1 
It

Mrs. Towne is satisfied with I 
$250,000, the executors and law g 
yers would be paid their fees, and! 
the remainder, something under! 
$500,000, would be distributed! 
pro rata among the charities.

The Legislature thus is asked! 
only to ratify an arrangement! 
satisfactory to all concerned.
MADE DIAMOND FORTUNE'

Towne went to South Africa as| 
6 boy, took over an abandoned! 
diamond mine, discovered one 
diamond in It worth $5000, and 
then cleaned up a fortune esti-| 
mated at more than a million 
dollars.

He lost heavily, moved to Van-1 
couver and then to Australia 
where he made more money 
real estate.

When he died his fortune had] 
shrunk, but it has Increased 
value in the last thirty-fou 
years, while his widow has i 
lived in poverty, members of I 
legislature have been assured.

owne could have 
a portion of the esti 

icial Testât! 
Act, whid 

to protect wide 
husbands leave 1! their
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Telford 
Course 
Opposed

C.C.F. House Members 
Object to Plan to 

Resign Seat

(See Also Page 12)
By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—If Dr.
Lyle Telford, M.L.A., resigns 
his seat in Vancouver Easts 
he may cause a major breach 
in the whole C. C. F. Party,
C. C. F. members of the | 
House made that clear today 
when they prepared to de­
mand that Dr. Telford shall | 
not resign and plunge the 
party into a by-election fight 
on the discredited Pattullo Mgg 
Bridge charges, which they H 
can not support.
WARN EXECUTIVE 

At a caucus today the members 
are expected to warn the party's 
Provincial Executive that it 
should not permit Dr. Telford to j 
resign. If he does resign, the™ 
House members will not be able 
to support him.

It is believed in C.C.F. circles 
here that Dr. Telford will accept 
the view of his fellow House 
members and withdraw his threat 
to resign.

If the executive should refuse 
to permit the resignation, he 
would automatically read himself j 
out of the party if he resigned.
On the other hand, if the House 
members opposed the resignation 
land the executive approved it, 
tthis would create a grave breach 
between the elected men and the 
party organization.
MEMBERS DISCIPLINE 

It is exoected that the execu­
tive will avoid the difficulty by 
warning Dr. Telford not to re­
sign. But no one pretends to 
know what Dr. Telford will do.

Meanwhile the House members] 
asserting themselves as th<

! have never done before havi 
dealt with Dr. Telford in their] 
own way. He must either 
cept their terms or he will not 
' ............to the C. C. F.l

Last week he bolted from the- 
caucus In anger when It passed» 
a reSoution under which no mem- 
bers may bring charges againstpL 
the government or take other® 
action likely to involve the whole 5 
group, without consulting them I 
In advance. Dr. Telford refused I 
to agree to this rule and burst J 
out of the causus room.

Today’s developments may ef-| 
efet a program which apparently! 
was designed to make Dr. Tel-| 
ford leader of the C. C. F.. The| 
program included three steps:

First Dr. Telford’s election to! 
the Vancouver mayoralty.

Second a by-election in Vn>| 
couver East and his triumphant! 
return to the Legislature and 

Third—At a party convention 1 
next summer his elevation to thej 
party leadership.
STRENGTHEN PARTY 

The House members were quick! 
to see these possibilities. They g 
realized that If Dr. Telford re-J 
signed in Vancouver East and | 
were re-elected he would be more | 
powerful than ever, and the g 
House group, which declined tog 
support his bridge charges, 1 
would be correspondingly weak-J 

a» er. By resigning now Dr. Tel-1 
I ford could rally around him many;! 
m C. C. F. workers who did not sup-1 

port the bridge charges, but who1! 
would be bound to support their 1 
party’s candidate in an election.!

The result of the present! 
trouble, C.C.F. members believe, f 
will be to strengthen the party I 
by closing its ranks. At all costs I 
leaders of the party are anxious 1 
to avoid any split and to heal I 
any threat of trouble before it | 
breaks out.

E Sill
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Drivers lot Liable
VICTORIA— The Legislature,

Jwwb

lew Deil-ishl 
Or Russian 
Or Perhaps 
German

By BBUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — TheB 
dying hours of this session g 

; started Monday and, accord- 
I ing to the old paradox, the6 

House came to life with ah 
| start—a kind of fierce final | 
j spasm which inevitably pre- 
I cedes dissolution.

In the next four days the I 
} House will do as much work as 
I it has done in the last four È 
j weeks. To the outsider it will j 
I look like a wild, inchoate pro- E 
' cess, a mad scramble for proro- \ 

gation, but to | 
the men in| 
charge the job is | 
quite simple. fj 
They are putting B 
the pieces to-B 
gether, clearing | 
the order paper, r 

EiÜMHff > M* producing step g 
$ by step that I

that final mas- [ 
j terpiece, the leg-1 
j islative program [j 
| of the session.

Mr. Wismer, | 
| whose job is to| 

g see that none off! 
j the pieces areu 
! left over when G

______ ______ i the scrambleB
I subsides next Friday, pushed! 
I ahead the cleaning-up process! 
I most of Monday, and the House,T
■ which has no wish to spend an-| 
Bother week-end in this salubrious []
■ climate, co-operated with him i, 
■right loyally. By the end of the f 
| day Mr. Wismer could see day-f 
■light ahead and a clear road tog
■ Christmas.
[Ousted Roosevelt
I First job of the afternoon was F 
lto launch the new undistributed! 
■profits tax, which had an un- [ 
I fortunate arrival into the world ! 
lof politics—what you might | 
I call a premature birth. It could I
■ have arrived peaceably enough! 
I if Mr. Hart had paved the way!

or it, caucused it and, perhaps, | 
et the business community know I 

lit was coming. But, thinking it E 
Iwas quite an obvious and neces-1 
Isary thing, he launched it with-! 
lout telling anyone—and the out-1 
I cry surprised him.

When Mr. Hart introduced Ms I 
■first financial child, the budget, E
■ he indicated that it would be his B 
■last for the present year. But! 
(here in the undistributed profits 8

: the House thought it saw a | 
■little brother—a very little one, I 
■to be sure, but, as Mr. Anscomb | 
I suggested, likely to grow into afl 

* i one after a while.
Mr. Hart denied any such pos-1 

Ability, insisted he was merely | 
“ghtening up the present taxa-1 

i machinery. When Mr. Ans-1 
that the new | 

Rooseveltian 
being his 

I of ,

I ment here had enunciated its
■ policy. Mr. Roosevelt was not 
■present to deny that he had got 
I his ideas from Mr. Pattullo, but

couple of big-time writers 
|from one of the largest Ameri- 

an magazines, who were pres- 
§ent in the press gallery, got | 

quite a kick out of the notion 
S that perhaps the New Deal was 
I born in British Columbia.
j Russian or German

Mr. Anscomb agreed that Mr.^j 
1 Pattullo was leading Mr. Roose-y 
|velt—another expression of high!
B contempt—and leading him into |
■ the wilderness whence neither off 
y them would return. Mr. Pattullo |
1 smiled tolerantly, perhaps think 
ling that he was in good company.^
I rapidly coming oT political age,| 
jj knows that most British Colum
! bians are still attached to the in- 
| stitution of private property.

Alaska Highway
Meanwhile the House ha< 

other things to consider and 
the evening encountered the 
serious filibuster of the session, 
When the road appropriations ai 
peared the House, like a pack ol 
hounds that has smelled a stronj 
scent, burst out in full cry.

Hour after hour members roi 
to demand more money for thej 
local roads, until Mr. MacPher- 
son retorted bluntly that the] 
wouldn't be a cent for a new roai 
until he had finished those undei 
way.

Just before 1 o'clock the Houi 
came finally to an appropriate 
of $25,000 for preliminary sur­
veys on the Alaska Highway, foi 
which it had been waiting avidly! 
all day, and after the Premier 
had defended it and Mr. Mait-| 
land had attacked it, the C.C.F. 
which had been quiet most ofl 
the day, suddenly burst out in| 
protest. ,

If, said Mr. Winch, Mr. Pat-| 
tullo wanted co operation in end­
ing the session it would be bet-| 
ter to let everyone go to bed, 
which in layman's language! 
means that the C.C.F. is pre-L 
pared to blockade business if I 
these long hours continue.

The Premier, refusing to yield 
to the threat, retorted that the 
members had talked endlessly all 
night, done no business and if 
the House couldn't finish this 
week it could go on sitting as 
long as it liked. It began to look 
like an all-night hold-up, but in 
the end after 1 o’clock this morn­
ing the opposition broke down, 
the Alaska road vote passed and 
everybody staggered to bed. Now| 
we know we are in the dying 
hours. The wonder is we don't]
Iteiookedhasnif the undistribuL— 
profits tax would go through 
without much trouble.

More laborious was the pas­
sage of the Public Utility Act, 
which is going through by inches. 
Mr. Maitland and Mr. Anscomb 
rose to a fine pitch of protest 
against the clause by which a 
public utility plant can be seized 
if the owners fail to obey the 
orders of the public utility com­
mission. Russian, Mr. Maitlard 
called it, but Mr. Anscomb con­
sidered it German, a nice point 
of ethnology which didn’t hold it 
up very long.

| C.C.F. Affairs
Mr. Winch seized the opportun-1 

| Ity to Inject a little socialist ]
U paganda by declaring that 

Pablic Utility Act, Instead of | 
j lng too far, didn't go far e 
| It should enable the |

cnrorul to say that 
holders should be paid for their I 
Investment — a phrase which | 
showed that the C.CF. group.

Business 
Protests 
New Tox|

Board of Trade, C.M.A. | 

Make Submissions 
To John Hart

Direct opposition of Van- 
I couver Board of Trade to the I 
undistributed profits tax bill I 

| now before the Legislature is | 
j voiced in a letter sent to Hon. | 
[John Hart, following a con- 
] ference of bureau executives | 

Monday.
■'BOARD’S opinions 

The board contends:
[ That undistributed profits be-1 

long to shareholders, who are 
best qualified and alone justi­
fied In deciding as to their | 
disposition;

[That the undistributed profits I 
represent funds which have | 
paid provincial and federal In­
come tax when earned; 

g That the proposed tax would I 
discourage new Incorporations 
and encourage transfer of cor-1 
porate assets outside the prov­
ince;

[ That the companies most likely I 
to be affected use their undls-l 
trlbuted profits to acquire and] 
develop new assets and thus I 
perpetuate their lives beyond I 
the operation from which the 
undistributed profits may be | 
earned;

| That unpredictably large sums I 
may be required for future | 
expansion and development;

| That undistributed profits may I 
be represented by assets other I 
than cash, so that a tax of 15 I 
per cent might entail aevere | 
hardship;

| That the principle of discretion-1 
ary rather than an arbitrary | 
tax Is likely to disturb confi­
dence of Investors;

| That the present provisions of | 
sub-section 3 of section 22 of 
the Income Tax Act already I 
gives the minister power to I 
tax undistributed profita or | 
gains.
Murray Brink, president of the I 

I B. C. Bond Dealers' Association, [ 
I said his organization has forward-1 
] ed a letter to the Minister of Fin-1 
I ance urging that wording of vart- [ 
ous sections of the Act be | 

]changed.
Until a reply to the letter has] 

I been received, Mr. Brink states I 
the Association will make no fur-1 
ther announcement of what trana-l 

I pired at a meeting of the organl \
| zation, Monday.

|Act Widens 
G vie Powers I

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Laws gov* l 

leming municipalities will bel 
I amended under a bill to amend I 
I the Municipal Act, Introduced! 
! Monday by Hon. A. Wells Gray. 

Some of the major points are; 
Power is given councils to gov-1 

lem the kinds of building that I 
I may be erected.
11- Councils are given authority! 

to regulate taxi rates.
12. Subject to the Public Utilities’l 

Act, councils are given power l 
to grant exclusive transporta-1 
tlon franchises or join with! 
neighboring municipalities In | 
granting them.

13. Councils are given power to | 
control objectionable noises.

14. Councils are empowered to taxi 
for library services.

15. District municipalities are en­
titled to vote money for enter­
taining distinguished visitors. I 
Tax rates for general purposes E

I are pegged at 35 mills.
I Matsqui Is given authority to I 
I enter a medical service scheme! 
I for Its residents.

Councils are given power tol 
■ enter agreements under the Na-| 
I tional Housing Act.

|B.C. Tax Act 
'Rooseveltian'i

By Sen Stiff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Hon. John I 
I Hart, Minister of Finance, assur-[ 
I ed the Legislature Monday that I 
I his new undistributed profits’ taxi 
I plan does not constitute an lr.-[ 
I crease In taxation but It simply a j 
I weapon by which the present! 
I surtax law can be enforced and! 
I actually wills ffect only half a| 
I dozen companies.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-1 
I five, Victoria, Insisted the bill | 
I had a Rooseveltian tinge to It and I 
I appeared to be the thin edge of| 
I the wedge for more taxation.
| HART ATTACKED

He criticized Mr. Hart for hev-1 
ling promised there would be no I 
I taxation changes tills session and | 
[then bringing down the 1,111.

"You’re just qi ibbling in I 
[that,’’ said Mr. Hart. ‘Tvc ai r 
[ready said It Is not an Increase| 
| In taxation.”

"Then Why bring it In?” asked! 
[Mr. Anscomb.
1 "It's simply to help us enforce | 
lour law as it now Is," said Mr.| 
| Hart.
| DEBATE ADJOURNED

E. E. Winch, C. C. C., Burnaby,] 
| wanted to know If it would apply I 
[against the Consolidated Mining] 
1% Smelting Company, which, hd 
| said, had reserves larger than its] 
I original capitalization.
I Mr. Hart assured him the Conj 
Isolldated Is already taxed In all 
[its provincial operations. 1
„ —reading of the bill was] 
| held up when R. L. Maitlal"
| K. C„ Opposition leader, adjoul 

>te.
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'Telford 
Unlikely 
To Resign]
Understanding in Vic-| 

toria Executive Will 
Deny Its O.K.

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — Dr.l 
| Lyle Telford will not resigns 
I from the Legislature to seek! 
I vindication for his Pattullol 
| Bridge charges.

This is the definite under-1 
I standing among members of I 
| the House today after the I 
|C.C.F. caucus had asked Dr.[ 
I Telford to drop his resigna-g 
Itibn threat.

TELFORD RETURNS 
The doctor returned to Victoria I 

today and said only that he had | 
asked the provincial executive ot I 
the party lor permission to re-1 
sign, and this request still was [ 
before the executive.

As the executive is expected to I 
support the views ot the House I 
members and refuse this per- [ 
mission there is nothing for Dr. I 
Telford to do but retain his seat. I 
The alternative would be to re-1 
sign and leave the party. His | 
friends, ot course, are confident 1 
he will not create this grave rup-1 
ture, but will abide by the execu­
tive’s decision. On these pros­
pects he had nothing to say.
ADVICE GIVEN HIM

Apparently Dr. Telford has ac-1 
cepted the general advice of his I 
party, and the breach between I 
him and the House group will be | 
passed over.

Late Monday the group issued | 
a statement repudiating Dr. Tel-1 
ford’s bridge charges and urging I 
him not to resign on the basis I 
of repeating them. So far as I 
anyone knows here, Dr. Telford I 
Is prepared to accept this advice, I 
but whether he will re-enter the!
C. C. F. House caucus, from I 
which he bolted last week, is not] 
yet known.

The whole issue of party dls-| 
cipline and control of elected! 
members by the executive of the! 
C. C. F. party, as raised by the] 
present incident, will be fought] 
out at the party convention 
1939.

The statement of the C. C. F.l 
group on the Telford case, issu-l 
ed by Harold Winch, whip and! 
de facto House leader, follows:
TEXT OF STATEMENT 

"The C. C. F. legislative group! 
has seriously considered all I 
phases of the recent charges I 
made by Dr. Lyle Telford re al l 
leged overpayment on the Pat-| 
tullo bridge, and of all incidents! 
arising therefrom, with the re-1 
suit that we ftave communicated! 
with the provincial executive to I 
the effect that as these charges! 
were made without the know! I 
edge of the C. C F„ and therefore I 

m only be considered as indl-1 
idual action, and as any by-elec-1 

i would have to be conte* 
the basis of party policy,

, for the purpose of contest"! 
I ing a by-election on a subject not] 
| involving party policy.
| “In view of the situation that! 
I has arisen during the present! 
I session, the legislative group is | 
I requesting an early meeting with! 
I the provincial executive for the! 
1 purpose of clarifying the rela-I 
1 tionship between all parliamen-l 
I tary representatives and the or-| 
I ganizatlon, and settling such mat-j 
I ters as discipline and leadership." I

Vancouver Advice 
Against Resignation

Little likelihood exists that! 
Dr. Lyle Telford will find the! 
provincial executive of the C. C. F. I 
or the C.C.F. District Council 1 
of the Vancouver East riding ini 
sympathy with his desire to re- j 
sign his legislative seat and con-1 
test a by-election with the gov-1 
eminent on the question of his! 
Pattullo bridge graft charges.

“The C.C.F. would not standi 
for a fight on the bridge ques-1 
tlon in a by-election,” Herbert I 
Gargrave, provincial secretary of I 
the party, said Monday. "We f 
fight elections only on C.C.F. I 
policy, and this does not involve ] 
C.C.F. policy."

The District Council of Van-1 
couver East is reluctant to un-1 
dertake a by-election because of! 
the expense entailed. Clubs rep ? 
resented on the council have alii 
signified their continued confi-S 
dence in the doctor, C. C. F. clr-( 
cles report.

From a high official of the I 
movement it was learned today! 
that Dr. Telford considers his I 
political future Involved, and de f 
sires vindication in a by-election. I

“We have tried to point out to I 
him that his political future is | 
a minor consideration; that it is! 
the C.C.F. movement that comes! 
first,” the official said.

The provincial executive has 1 
received from its legislative cau-L 
eus in Victoria a detailed account I 
of the Telford incident.

Members Determined 
To Suit Themselves

By BRUCE HUTCHISON 
the Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter |

VICTORIA, t>ec. 6.—The C.C.I
F. development actually was the I 
only real news In the House on I 
Monday, though it wasn't men-1 
tioned there at all. To look at! 
the faces of the Socialist mem- [ 
bers you wouldn't suspect that! 
they are now at a turning point! 
in their lives, asserting them-! 
selves in their party for the first! 
time and rising to the full stature! 
of elected men.

That, i simple fact, is whatj 
all the talk about the C. C. F. and! 
Dr. Telford means. This new! 
thunder on the Left is basically! 
a determination by the C. C. F.l 
group in the House, like any| 
other erouo of elected men. to 

‘t itself and not to stay under][suit itself and not 
[remote control from 

xeeutive. ,
the

Alfalfa Muffins From 
Cariboo for M.L.A.'s*

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.— Louis Le-jj 
Bourdais (Lib. Cariboo), per-K 
suaded the parliamentary restau-8 
rant to make some alfalfa muf-| 
fins for all members to taste.

He explained that the alfalfa 1 
came from Whisky Creek, and 9 

i the flour from Soda Creek, both§ 
j the Cariboo.
This'made the muffins a com-g 

Cariboo delicacy from! 
and Soda

Appeal on New 
Utility Act Only 
On Points of Law

Premier Refuses Parley 
On New Utilities Bill

I Vancouver Board of Trade and C.M.A. Request| 

Rejected as 'Not in Interests of Economy'

(See Also Page 22)
Written representations to Premier Pattullo regar 

j the Public Utilities bill, made jointly by Vancouver Board i 
| Trade and Canadian Manufacturers’ Association last Friday,| 
j received short shrift from the Premier, 
jl ASKED FOR CONFERENCE 
I A conference with the Premier !
| and the cabinet had been asked |
I by 'telephone, but it is stated 
8that the Premier's secretary re-! 
fl plied that no appointment would j 
I be fixed without definite knowl- j 
Ï edge of the sunject matter and 
3 that it should be outlined In a

T’Sî^eit'er was sent fc*ffday.
Premier Pattullo’s brief reply ■ 
came Monday. Addressed to 
John Whittle, president of the|
Board of Trade, it said:

“I do not think that any­
thing would be gained by an 
interview along the lines of 
your communication, and in­
deed it would be difficult to 
arrange an appointment be­
cause of the fact that we are 
nearing the end of the session.

“In my view your represent­
ations are not in the interests 
of sound public economy, and 
will not, therefore, be embodied 

i in the Public Utilities Bill."
The joint letter outlined i 

number of objections to the bill 
In its form at that time, and it 
was contended that longer notice 
of the intended legislation should 
have been given to allow study! 
and consultation.
INDEPENDENT BOARD 

It was contended that the pub-1 
lie Utilities commission should be 
responsible only to the JçgJçla-! 
ture, arid that ft should tie tom-j 
posed of three men “of outstand­
ing ability, having the necessary! 
technical knowledge to deal fair-1 
ly and Impartially with matters] 
which will come before them.”

Like the Board of Railway Com­
missioners, the commission 
should be able to place Its find­
ings into effect without such 
findings being subject to review 
by the lieutenant - governor • in • 
council, the letter urged.

It was also contended that 
there should be more adequate 
provision for reference to the] 
courts, both with respect to law] 
and fact, in case of difference be-! 
tween the commission and the] 
industries controlled under the] 
act.

Br Sun Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—The gov- 
emment’s new Public Utility 
Act will be tightened up by 
amendment immediately. As 
drafted, the act allows public 
utility companies to appeal rul­
ings of the Public Utility Com­
mission on points of law to the 
B. C. Appeal Court.

They may also àppeal on 
questions . of fact and equity 
with the consent of the gov­
ernment.

The new amendment, draft­
ed by Attorney General Wis- 
mer, will permit appeals only 
on questions of law. Under nb 
circumstances will there be 
any «JflNBtr on questions of 
fact The government feels, 
on mature consideration, that 
If appeals were permitted on 
questions of fact, there would 
be endless litigation over all 
orders of the commission.

[Amendment Stops
Fake Partnerships!

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—The Board I 
I of Industrial Relations is going | 
| to get power to stop people evad-1 
ti ing the Hours of Work law by I 
I setting up fake partnerships. 1 
!] In an amendment to the act I 
>|litrodiwed Monday, the board lsl 
|j entitled to declare which persons i 
|jin such a partnership are to bel 
I considered as employer and f 
1 which as employees.

This also applies to co-opera-1 
fltives or other joint arrange-1 

i which are set up to i

Compensation Pay 
Boosted in Bill

By San Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec, 6.—Labor to-jj 
day had won its tight to ina 
the amount of compensation^ 
workmen receive for injuries in 
industry.

By amendments to the Work-fl 
men's Compensation Act intro-| 
duced Monday, the proportion i 
wages which wlU be paid out i 
compensation is raised from 62ttl 
per cent to 66 and two-thirds perl 
cent I

The allowance for widows is in i 
creased from $35 to $40 a month 1 
and the total allowance for a fam-S 
lly from $65 to $70. Funeral bene-M 
fits are raised from $100 to $125.1 

In the bill as tabled in the! 
House the Government dropped af 
plan to force employers to take] 
greater reseponsibllitty In seeln ' 
tiiat saafety regulations ate car l 
tied out.

To Check Venereal
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Wide pow- 

I era to enforce treatment 
[isolation of persons suspected 01 
[having venereal disease Is con 
j tabled in a bill Introduced Mon- 
[day by Hon. G. M. Weir.
] It gives power to police, on 

proper authority, to coniine per-



LC. Utilities Bill 'Russian,
German Tactics7 Cry Opposition!

Maitland and Anscomb 
Object to Seizure 

Clause in Law
By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — 
Powers contained in the Pub­
lic Utilities Bill enabling the 
government to step in and 
seize utility companies that 
cto not obey orders were at­
tacked in the Legislature 
Monday as “Russian legisla­
tion” and “German tactics.”
• Attorney-General Wlsmer in- 

■ stated that they are necessary or 
} else the government will be 

started for the Privy Council on 
every order that Is made and 
every lawyer In the province 
will be engaged on one side or 
the other.

The section conferring this' 
power is numbered 98.
LIKE SECTION 98

"It’s Just like the old Section 
98 of the Criminal Code,” said 
R. 4 Maitland, K.C., Conserva- ( 

I tlve leader. "It’s the most un- 
Canadian .and offensive legisla­
tion I’ve seen, much after thej 

| Russian type.”
The proper thing to do to enfl 

| force orders is to go to the courts 
J and get a mandamus, he said, in­

stead of wielding a big stick and 
I cudgels.

The attorney-general said simi- 
I lar authority is given in all utility 
I laws.
I "We’ve got to have power to 
9 enforce the orders of the Utility 
I Board," he said. "It doesn't mean 
j we’re going to step in and run 
I the B.C. Electric or force them 
I out of business. Why, if you 
| didn’t have this, and the utilities 
9 decided not to co-operate we’d 
I be started for the Privy Council.”
I Mr. Wlsmer pointed out that if 
j the govemmènt ever had to take 
I over a utility, the *111 provides it 
I must be run for the benefit of the 
I sharehalders as well as the good 
I of the public.
I OBNOXIOUS MEASURES 
I "If we didn’t have this in the 
I bill we would never get the bene- 
I fit of this legislation, and I doubt 
1 if our children would," he-added.

'Gov't Asked to Spend 
$50 Millions on Roads'I

Haig-Agassiz Highway Feasible' MocPherson Tells | 

House During Debate on Estimates

By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — The Department of Public Works I 
has requests for various roads in the province that would I 
cost around $50,000,000, Hon. F. M. MacPherson, Minister of j 
Public Works, told the Legislature Monday night in course I 
of the usual long debate on road estimates, when members 1 
from all sides of the House asked attention for their own par- j 
ticular highways.

Maitland Approves 
Credit Unions Movel

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—“Money! 
1 lenders have no heart or soul.| 
I There is nothing more viclou 
I than the practise of usury ii 
i Vancouver today,” R. L. Maitl 
y land, K.C., Conservative leader! 
| declared in the Legislature Mon! 
I day when the .new B. C. bill au-l

I
thorizing the creation of credit! 
unions was adopted.

“We of the legal profession 
know many cases of men being! 
ruined by the loan racket that)

I goes on day after day. Their) 
wives come and tell us about it,’1 
he added.

MONKMAN PASS REFUSAL 
“I don't intend to start any new 

roads or assume new obligations 
while we have a number of out­
standing projects still uncomplet­
ed,” the minister added, as he an­
nounced he would not agree to 
a special grant for the Monkman 
Pass road to the Peace River,

lu.S. Offers'No Interest

Loan for Alaska Highway
vol

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva- 8
Ltlve. Victoria, said the fact the! 
I government needed such a big 
stick indicated it must be consid-l 
ering some obnoxious measures.]

“It's absurd,” he said. "We'r 
not In Germany, you know. Then 
must be more reasonable mea 

I of enforcement It’s so amazing 
it’s a Wonder it Is In print.”

Mr. Wlsmer said he could not] 
understand why, when the utility 

| companies did not object to the! 
section, the Opposition should | 
suddenly become their protago

After further discussion thel 
debate was adjourned, the bill! 

| still far from complete.

which has been started by 
unteer labor.

He also said that while local 
interests suggested a $60,000 vote 
to complete the Hope-Princeton 
Highway his engineers estimate 
the cost at $1,685,000, including 
surfacing.

Mr. MacPherson detàiled the 
following as road projects asked 
of the government from various 
sources: Hope-Princeton; a road 
over the Cascades; the West 
Coast Road on Vancouver Island; 1 
Sproat Lake-Tofino Road; Gold- p| 
en-Yoho Road; Blue River Road $ 
along the North Thompson; the 
Northern Transprovincial High­
way; relocation of the Cariboo 
Highway and the Garibaldi Park 
Road.

In the debate Hon. R. L. Mait­
land, opposition leader, urged ap­
pointment of a non-partisan high­
way commission. When he de­
nounced Charles Reid, Liberal 
organizer, for announcing that 
the government Will build a road 
from Agassiz to Hope next year,
Mr. MacPherson denied Mr. 
Reid's statement. Mr. Maitland 
said this was a case of politics in 
highway policy.
HAIG-AGASSIZ ROAD

Mr. MacPherson assured L. H. 
Eÿres, Conservative, Chilliwack, 
that a Haig-Agassiz road is feas­
ible, and field notes on the route 
have been taken, hut ho not 
give any assurance when It will 
be built

Pottullo 'Nearly Got' 
Million for Bridael

VICTORIA, . Dec. 6.-Premle:1 
I Pattullo told the Legislature 
Monday night that he nearly god 

I $1,000,000 from Ottawa lor thef 
old Frasgr River bridge, bu 
something slipped and it did i 
work out that way.

I In order to avoid the poi 
loi having to spend money for « 
lilt span in the old bridge I 
province Is turning It over to 1 

j Dominion by a bill given r 
I reading Monday.

"We will turn over title ol tt

By San Staff Reporter
™ VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Opposition members tried in vain 

nil Monday night to stop the Legislature voting $25,000 for pre- 
'i liminary Alaska Highway surveys on the ground that there 
? was no assurance the road is going to be built.| was no assurance the road is going

I The money, Premier Pattullo* 
Bsaid, would be spent on prelim-
II inary reconnaissance work, 
j “I don’t think the public is to­

ll terested to all this political by-
said. “What they want

; $ terested ir 
S play,” he i 
H is action.”

j PARLEY WITH OTTAWA
The U. S., Government is ar-1 

dently anxious for the Alaska I 
road and willing to loan money 8 
without interest for its construe-1 
tion, the premier said.

It was only the act of a friend-1 
ly neighbor to let the United | 
States secure access to Alaska.

“This road will not be allowed | 
to interfere with any other roadl 
work undertaken by the govern-il 
ment," he declared, "and the pre- r 
liminary surveys will not start jj 
until negotiations have gone a || 
little further.”

He said he would discuss the I 
whole project with Prime Minis-1 
ter King in Ottawa early in the] 
new year.
«PENDING EPIDEMIE’

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Opposl-1 
tion leader, said no one was sat-1 
isfied with the existing roads of I 
B. C., and yet the government I 

: seemed determined to embark on I 
j a “spending epidemic” on a road |
! to Alaska.

It would be time to spend I
| money on surveys when a reh I 
I able report on the road project || 
| has been received.

Meanwhile, the expenditure of J 
I $25,000 on surveys would be “ex- f 
I travagant and unnecessary.”

If the United States wants the [ 
I road let it pay for the surveys, fl 
I said Capt. MacGregor Macintosh,
| Conservative, of The Islands.

The road would finally cost| 
0,000,000 at least, he warn 3d. 
Sam Guthrie, C. C. F. member II 

U for Cowichan-Newcastle, objected 
construction of the Alaska fl 

ad while existing roads were in |

Illegal to Have 
Firearms in Cars 
Or Aboard Boats}

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Carry- 

ing of firearms in vehicles on J 
highways or in boats, except 
during the open game seasons, j 
will be prohibited under j 
amendments to the Game Act 
introduced in th*e Legislature 
Monday by Attorney-General ] 
Wlsmer.

Carrying of firearms with a 
loaded magazine in any vehicle 
at any time is also prohibited | 
by. the new sections.

The bill also provides for the j 
game commission to set up I 
regulations under which wild t 
birds and wild animals may be j 
kept in captivity.

This was brought in by thé | 
Attorney-General in response 8 
to the move ,by Ernest E. | 
Winch seeking a law to com-g 
pel adequate bear cages. 8

Other new clauses put addi- k 
tional restrictions on farmers | 
shooting game.

They will now be required j 
to get a permit to shoot pheas-j 
ants that are damaging ther 
crops.

And only farmers with at, 
least five acres of ground 
be entitled ’ to shoot gal 
linder special provisions ft? 
farmers. Previously the 
was two acres.

to avi
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On to LondonCivic Pension 
Plans Facing 

. Drastic Slash

we-knew-you'd-do-lt look, for both

Speed Is 
Watchword 
Now at 
Victoria

parties have always done, always! 
condemned each other for doing! 
It, always will do It 

No less than six bills camel 
down in this single precipitation I 
and more will come yet. There! 
are limits, however, to the pa-1 
tlence of the House. When the! 
premier proposed to make it sits 
In the morning, Mr. Maitland] 
raised sudden clamor and Mr. | 
Pattullo had to abandon the idea. I 
If, sdld he, with a cold threat! 
which sent terror down our col-1 
lective spines, the House wants! 
to sit next week, why of course, 
It is nothing to the government 

I Oh, nothing at all! At the mo­
ment, the House has no Intention 
of sitting next week, cloudburst 
or not

But, despite the Impressive 
trappings of the court, Mr. Wis- 

indiscretlones
s Movei
—“Moneji 

: or soul, 
e vicious 
usury ini 
L. Mait-I 

/e leader,! 
ture Mon-I 
2. bill au-| 
of credit!

mer’s little studied 
could mçan only one thing—the] 
government intends to make an 
issue, if necessary, of its plan to 
cut gasoline prices and, after 
carrying it through the courts, 
may carrÿ It through the country.

Meanwhile Mr. Wismer was! 
prevented from discussing the) 
thing very far, as it is sub judice. 
He started to say that if the oil 
companies thought they were go­
ing to win—but stopped himself 
half way through a sentence, re- ' 
membering he was a lawyer and 
his law before the courts.

No wonder he is concerned 
about this thing. Mark that here

Dr. Weir Introduces Meas­
ure to Save Fund Before 

Wrecked

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA.—Many retired civic 

servants will find their pensions 
drastically reduced, perhaps to a] 
third or a quarter of the present 
scale, when the new municipal1 
superannuation scheme goes into 
effect.

This, Hon. G. M. Weir told the 
Legislature Monday, is a neces:

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Hav­
ing let the legislature talk 
beyond the rules, often be­
yond Its mental powers, for 
five weeks, the government, 
in a sudden grim silence, be­
gan to push along the busi­
ness of the country Tuesday 
in the last dash for proroga­
tion and Christmas.

This process is well known, 
seasonal and inevitable.

jrofessior 
ten being 
cket thal 
y. Theii 
about It,"

Interest Cut 
On Settlement 

^Board's Debts

sity if the whole superannuation™ 
program is to be salvaged before ■ 
it goes broke.

Dr. Weir’s legislation, however,™ 
permits any municipality to in-* 
crease at its own expense the^B 
pensions set under the new regu-* 
lations, which become operative* 
April 1.
ISSUE DEBENTURES

With the lowering of pensions* 
will go a government debenture* 
issue of $3,500,000 to be turned* 
over to the new fund. This will* 
replace various investments in* 
the old fund which the treasury* 
will take over in exchange, so it 
does not involve an increase in 
the provincial debt.

Pensions will be worked out on 
two separate bases: First, a serv­
ice pension of $360 a year for 
employees that have worked for 
20 years, all of which will be con­
tributed by municipal councils;

| second, a supplementary annuity 
j made up from employees’ contri­

butions.
! MUST RETIRE

Principles established by the 
new bill include: after 1942 an 

! employee must be retired at

It has a] 
remarkable effect in expediting 
the House, and business which 

t » would require
hours in the 

33 lush early hours
Gov't to Aid Formers in] 

Arrears
of' the session, 
now goes! 
through in a! 
moment or two, 
with hardly a 
word. Everyone 
knows that 
there is no use 

except

3y Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Under a| 

complicated formula placed be-i 
fore the legislature on Tuesday! 
night, the B.C. Government pro-| 
poses to relieve

l vain 
r pre- 
there

farmers of 
[mounting charges on Land Set­
tlement Board farms.

The amount of relief to be 
granted is not calculated in the! 
bill, but overdue charges against! 

I the lands run something over| 
$1,000,000.

OWES GOV’T $5,000,000
The Settlement Board owes the 

provincial treasury over $5,000,- 
000.

The main provisions of the 
measure are as follows:

In place of interest on overdue 
loans that has been compounded! 
since depression years, the in-1 
terest rate will be reduced re | 
troactively to 6 per cent up to I 
May 31, 1936, and to 4% per cent I 
from there on.

Once a farmer has brought j 
his interest payments up to date! 
he will receive credit each year (: 
in the interest he pays towards k 
wiping off his principal. Thus! 
he will be able to start reducing | 
the principal of his debt byl 
simply paying the interest.
AS REBATE

Further relief will be given byl 
allowing farmers to claim parti 

I of the value of building or other! 
improvements they have made! 
to their lands as a rebate against | 

! the principal of their debt.
Finally the Land Settlement! 

Board Is given power to reap-| 
praise the various properties and j 
wipe out the difference from § 
amounts owing.

S talking,
*^B/*for ths purpose! 

^**of keeping the 
^■■record clear for

h 9K5 Posterity (which 
■ BQ won’t bother to 

*-^^* * read it) and sol 
■UH*1» I no one talks 
SilfSlsjrfmuch. Everyone 

wants to get on with the job and 
then to get home.

At a time like this, tempers are 
apt to grow short and they would !

Cors
Boots

Carry- 
‘hides on 
s, except 
î seasons, 
l under 
îame Act 
egislature 
y-General

be superhuman if they didn’t.
Thus when the opposition kept 
hammering at his plans for 
solidifying the proposed reduc­
tions in gasoline prices, Mr. Wis­
mer began to show a human an­
noyance, not without shrewdness.
Where Do You Stand?

For some time he and Mr. Mait­
land had been arguing back and 
forth about the proper legal pro­
cedure for cutting gasoline prices, 
Mr. Maitland saying that they 
should be put under the new 
Public Utility Act to permit » 
new start, “sweet and clean"; 
Mr. WiSmer Insisting that this 

delay a cut in gasoline

is with a 
îy vehicle 
jrohiblted

es for the
o set up
hich wild Socialist taxation program; and 

here was the other Conservative | 
party objecting frantically eveni 
to this slight reform, sayiflg it I 
went too far. Actually, said he, 
it didn't go nearly far enough, 
and he quoted a lot qf grisly fig­
ures to show how large corpora­
tions are piling up profits and 
evading taxation.

Neither Mr. Maitland nor Mr. 
Winch, pulling from either side,

Is may be

In by the 
response 

Ernest E. 
v to com- 
ges.
put addl- 

i farmers

would
prices for a couple of years.

Finally, Mr. Wismer, suspecting 
that there may be some politics 
in all this talk of law, burst out 
with a blunt protest Let the 
honorable members of the oppo­
sition, quoth he, say now, right

! required 
oot pheas- 
?ing their out like men, whether they really 

want the price of gasoline cut or
not. In other words, those who 
arenot with us are against us In 
the fight to control the cost of 
motoring.

; with at 
round win 
ot game 
sions for 

the rule

The strategy of welting it oat 
In silence continued the rest of 
the day as, bill after bill went 
through. Even when Mr. Mait­
land sought to open thè Liquor 
Act, to provide a new weapon 
against bootleggers, only a tew 
words from Mr. Wismer were 
needed to kiU it on the spot.

And then, as the day ended, 
one witnessed another inévitable 
phenomenon of this season, the 
sudden December cloudburst of 
legislation which always damp­
ens and befogs the dying hours 
of the session. The government

Pattullo pan rays
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Against 

an income of $274,288 in the last 
12 months, the operating coats 
and financial charges against the 
Pattullo Bridge are approxim­
ately $257,000 a year, Hon. F. M. 
MacPherson told the Legislature 
Monday. He said traffic in the 
year ending Nov. 3d totalled 
1,773,383 cars. VS*

B. C. Employers to 
Pay $150,000 More

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Increased, 
benefits for injured workers un-' 
der the Workmen's Compensa­
tion Act, endorsed Tuesday by the 
Legislature, will cost employers! 
an extra $150,000 a year In as­
sessments, Hon. George S. Pear­
son, Minister ot Labor, told the 
House.

Mr. Maitland, who had exhibit-j 
ed his best court room manner all I 
day and quite floored the back] 
benches with his legal learning, 
suspected that Mr. Wismer was 
attributing some ulterior motive 
to him. There was no ulterior! 
motive, said he, no politics.

Mr. Wismer, relapsing to the
amenities ot the Supreme Goi 
begged the House to undersh 
that he had suggested nothing



lari Grapples With $56-Million 
le-Financing Plap for B.C Loans

| Covers Maturities Which Must Be Met 
In Next Few Years; B.C. Sinking Fund 

Total Leads All Canada
By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—British Columbia cleared its decks 
| today for the greatest job of financing in its history.
I In the next four years Hon. John Hart, Minister of 
I Finance, must meet maturing loans of $56,661,000.
I Today he asked the Legislature for full legal power to 
Ecover the P.G.E. Railway borrowings in this total, thus 
{j making his authority complete.
|A MONUMENTAL TASK

He will get this power, but his 
1 job will be to find Investors 
I ready to buy British Columbia 
I bonds by the millions at satisfac- 
] tory interest rates.

This is the enormous task 
I which Mr. Hart faces:
| In 1939 he must meet loans ol 

$8,300,000, starting on March 
5 with an item of $3,000,000; 
on March 16 another sum of 
$300,000 will come due; on 
July 2, $3,000,000, and July 12, 
$2,000,000.

| In 1940 there will be maturities 
of $4,361,000.

| The following year, 1941, will see 
a peak of maturities—the un­
precedented total of $24,000,- 
000.

| But 1942 will not be much easier 
with maturing loans of $20,- 
000,000
These are the chickens of Brit- 

1 ish Columbia’s old pre-war finan- 
I dal adventures, also the P.G.E.
I Railway, coming home to roost.

To handle them will require 
I every ounce of credit that Mr.
I Hart can build up from now on,
| $37,000,000 SINKING FUND 

Fortunately, Mr. Hart has 
I built ahead for years against 
l the present strain.

He has on hand $37,000,000 in 
I sinking funds, largest total of 
I any province in Canada.

Under present legislation he 
lean throw all this Into the bal- 
I ance if he so decides against the 
[loans maturing in the next four 

thus reducing the net 
otal of re-borrowing to less than 
“0,000,000.

How much of the sinking fund 
| will be used for this purpose 

depend on financial condi- 
ons at the time.

[lowest interest 
[possible

Politicians who examined his 
(funding legislation today and 

[then looked up his ledgers to the 
ahead realized why he 

| wants to keep down current ex 
litures and avoid more bor-

must be able to prove to 
lent world that it is 

i to buy more B.C 
Is when the old ones have 

ty.
the problem ol 

in the next

taxpayers millions of dollars over 
a period of twenty years.
MUST “SIT ON LID"

The rates, of course, will be 
high if credit is low and low If 
credit is high.

Credit will depend on the con­
dition of the treasury in the next 
year or so.

If investors are satisfied that 
British Columbia Is on a sound 
basis Mr. Hart will get his money 
cheaply.

If deficits occur and the prov­
ince goes further into debt there 
will be a slackening of confi­
dence, interest rates will go up 
and taxpayers will pay more.

It Is for this reason that Mr. 
Hart, resisting strong pressure, 
is sitting on the lid for the 
present.

He has to if British Columbia 
is going to get over these years 
of peak financial load.

Who's Going to 
Tell Bride About 

The Blood Test? I

Tories, C.C.F. Attack 
New B.C. Profits Taxi

'Goes Too For' Says Maitland; 'Not Far Enough'| 

Cries Winch; Bill Passes

Br Son Staff K,aorta,

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—The government’s new undis­
tributed profits tax ran into sharp opposition from Conser- S 
vatives in the Legislature Tuesday because it went too far, I 
while Socialists condemned it for not going far enough. | 
In the end the tax was approved.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., opposition 4

tmmml
By Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Passage 
of the government’s bill to en­
force blood tests before mar- I 
riage was temporarily held up I 
in the Legislature Tuesday | 
when objection was taken by [ 
some members of the proposed 
method cf notifying couples of | 
the results of the tests.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, I 
raised the question who should 
tell them. Hon. G. M. Weir, 
Provincial Secretary, said it 
would be the medical man who | 
made the testa.

"Surely you Would allow an I 
Intending bride or groom to dis- [ 
dose the condition to the In­
tending partner, not let the doe-J 
tor do it?” said R. L. Maitland,|
K.C., Conservative leader.

The clause was t 
further considérât!

leader, denounced the program 1 
for Its failure to allow companies! 
any appeal from a decision of the! 
minister of finance and the cab-1 
inet

Federal legislation, said Mr. I 
Maitland, provides for the taxa-1 
tion of undistributed profits, but! 
permits companies affected to ap-1 
peal to the courts. The provin-l 
cial act, he urged, should follow | 
this principle.

The proposed B. C. tax will! 
cover over 80 per cent of the com-1 
panics operating in this province, I 
Mr. Maitland said. That proper- j 
tion is owned by five sharehold-1 
ers, or less. If, as the govern-1 
ment said, it intends to use the! 
act only to make holding .com-1 
panies disgorge unreasonable re-| 
serves, holding companies should 8 
be specified as the sole target of | 
the new tax.

An official of the finance de-1 
partment, he argued, will decide I 
when a company is piling up an J 
unreasonable reserve out of prof- [ 
Its. Naturally, on appeal, the! 
minister will uphold his official I 
and then the Lieutenant-Gov-1 
ernor-in-Council will uphold the| 
minister.

“You don’t know this Lieuten-1 
ant-Governor-in-Council,” Premier | 
Pattullo retorted.

“It’s because I know it so well I 
that I object to this kind of legis-1 
lation,” Mr. Maitland replied.
ARBITRARY RATE

The rate ol taxation, 15 perl 
cent, was set arbitrarily, Mr. f 
Maitland said, even though the I 
government would not receive I 
that much If the profits were! 
distributed and the ehareholders I 
paid income tax on them. This! 
was a wrong principal, he said. [

“I don’t know why,” he added,! 
“all this autocratic legislation, I 
which gives such tremendous! 
powers to ministers of the crown,! 
should be passed here. Nothing! 
could be more discouraging to the™ 
Investment of capital.”

‘The time has come,” Mr. Malt-I 
land Insisted, “when we must! 
know whether people are to be!
deprived of the right to go tol

r. Winch admitted that the] 
nent had accepted abouti 
cent of the CC.F. pro-1 
which calls for the taxa* f 

of targe compapy reserves,!
fit, put the! 

>t go nearly lari

[ the municipalities and the unem-1 
I ployed, but it refuses to “go after I 
| money easily obtainable from I 
1 those who have it”

Huge reserves have been ac l 
I cumulated by some companies I 
land should be taxed, he said. He I 
I quoted an example of one un-1 
I named company which has a capl r 
liai of $8,000,000 and reserves of J 
I $14,000,000. The Imperial Oil I 
I Company, on its. operations alii 
lover Canada, paid dividends of 1 
[ $27,000,000 in 1937, held over $3, [ 
[500,000 and has $81,000,000 on I 
I hand in the form of undistributed I 
] profits. By Its federal charter, | 
I the company is able to escape any! 
| provincial tax on these reserves, [ 
|he said.

Despite Mr. Maitland and Mr.jJ 
I Winch, the government’s tax plan j 
I was approved without a vote.

Bill Increases 
Forest Taxation |

By Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7—The gov-j 
emment’s bill increasing the for­
est protection tax from 4 to 6 
cents an acre was introduced 
Tuesday by Hon. A. Wells Gray. 
The tax is on logging operations.

It also raises the government's 
contribution to* the fire-lighting 
fund from $440,000 to $500.000 t| 
year.

Increases in timber royalties I 
are postponed. The period for 
reinstatement of lapsed timber 
licenses is extended from one 
year to two. A special penalty 
of $10 a month Is provided for| 
the extra year.

Authority is given the govern-1 
ment to fix royalties on minor 
forest products, including Christ­
mas trees.

Power to force occupiers of 
land to tight fires Is strengthened | 
in another clause.
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The Alaska Highway

Premier Pattullo’s announcement that the 
| United States Government is prepared to 

advance money to British Columbia for the 
construction of the Alaska Highway with­
out interest is a statement which the people 
of this province were not unready to receive.

The Alaska Highway is a great under­
taking that will add tremendously to our 
tourist resources. We cannot deny that 
fact. But the Alaska Highway is a project 
absolutely essential to the safety and pro­
tection of the United States, from the stand­
point of continental solidarity, and it must 
be considered, first and foremost, from that 
standpoint.

Where the Highway is a luxury to as, it I 
is an utter necessity to the United States. ■ 
Therefore it is reasonable to suppose that ■ 
the United States should bear a major part jMIp®' 
in the burden of its financing. HP"

Premier Pattullo’s statement, therefore,! 
has not only been expected but awaited.

An early start on this project, favorable 
in conditions to British Columbia, will give | 
meat and substance^to the treaties which! 
have just been concluded at Washington with I 
the purport of adding to the close economic [ 
connection between the English - speaking j 

I peoples.

WismerHurls
GasChallengelExecutive of

C.C.F. Meets

:

urging Dr. Telford not to 
showed the true extent of 
“break” and confirmed all the 
earlier reports.

The “break” was real enough, 
as this unprecedented statement 
showed, but it is rapidly healing, 
according to House members.

If this is so, it can only mean 
that Dr. Telford is preparing to 
accept the ordinary discipline ofH 
party politics.

The House members still stand 
by their decision thathé’must p 
agree to work with them, instead j 
of operating independently, bt-| 
fore he will be re-established in 
the party caucus.
“AIR HAS BEEN CLEARED”

After the provincial executive 
has upheld the House members, 
as expected, new plans for or­
ganizing the party in British Co­
lumbia will be laid and efforts 
made to bring it closer together I| 
with C.C.F. movements on the*® 
Prairies and in Nova Scotia.

“You will see that all this busi­
ness is going to make the party 
stronger than ever,” one of the 
chief figures in the C.C.F. told 
The Sun today. “The air has 
been cleared and we know now 
where we stand.”

■i

sushi
lut if the Act were to bel 

changed along the lines proposed 1 
they urged that recognition be! 
given only to unions already or-j 
ganized and not to any organized | 
in future.
WANT IS “WIDE OPEN"

This, of course, would not for-1 
bid employees appointing as $ 
their bargaining representatives | 
officials yf ahy union. ^

They have the rlfWt'now to bel 
represented by anyone of their I 
choice whether these represents-F 
tives work in the plant affected | 
or not.

Labor leaders want the newjl 
amendment to be wide open soq 
that the unions belong to them’; 
and they do not want this | 
limited to unions now in exist-1 

!fi| cnee.
BATTLE IN HOUSE

What the government will de l 
cide was not known at a late I 
hour today, but obviously the! 
House is In for one of the most! 
important arguments on labor | 
legislation in its history.

Whatever the government does! 
there will be disagreement.

Actually the present situation! 
arises out of weeks of misunder-T 
standing and talking at cross! 
purposes. At one stage the gov-|

11 emment announced it would open 
HBE /J the act, then stated the act would

Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 7-“Do tl 

j members on the other side warn 
the price -of gas reduced or don1 

j they? Let them say so,
This was the challenge Ati 

I ney-General Wismer flung acroi 
the Legislature Tuesday as hi 

I fought through his amendmeni 
I to the Coal 1 and Petrolem 
[Products Control Act, which hi 
[expects will make the act valit 

id forestall oil companies in| 
their effort to block the govern- 

[ment from cutting three cents a] 
[gallon off gasoline prices.

Conservatives, led by R. L. 
[Maitland, K.C., urged that thi 
Fuel Act be scrapped and ci 
and petroleum products 

| brought under the new utility] 
[commission, but this the Attor- 
[ney-General declined.

“If I followed that course 
| public would not get a cut in thi 
[price of gas for two years atl 
[least,” Mr. Wismer declared.

Mr. Maitland disputed this] 
[argument.

“You already have a delay i 
f 18 months as a result of 
[chaotic condition arising fi 

the manner in which this 
| mission went .ahead,” he said.
I '“Youji;c_going to have moi

-1-'— ------ starts
. H.

Utility
be

Here Dec. 15
Leaders Say Members' Posi-1 

tion Settled end Party 
Strengthened

By BBUCB HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Provincial ■ 
I executive ol the Cooperative P 
1 Commonwealth Federation wtU 
(meet in Vancouver on Thursday,
I Dec. 15, to Iron out the recent 
[dispute between C.C.F. House 
[members and Dr. Lyle Tellord 
[and to strengthen their party lor 
[the future.

The executive Is expected to 
[end all thought of Dr. Telford 
[resigning his seat over the Pat- 
[tullo bridge charges, and will go 
| further by enunciating more 
[clearly the status of all House 
| members.

The members, It Is expected,
I will be given greater freedom of 
[action as they demand.

Ih the end, C.C.F. leaders say, 
[the whole unfortunate situation 
[which developed out of the bridge 
[charges will prove a blessing In 
[disguise by removing points of 

rtetion.
| “BREAK” REAL ENOUGH 

Apparently party members on 
I the Mainland have the Idea that 
1 enemies of the C.C.F. have been 
I overemphasizing the recent 
[break between Dr. Telford and 
| the House members and even 
| suggesting there was none.
1 But the written statement of 

House members dis- 
ating themselves from Dr.

charges and

Battle 
On Right 
Of Labor

B.C. Collective Bargain­
ing Bill Argued From 

Both Sides
By Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—From 
two sides today the govern­
ment had representations! 
about collective bargaining! 
rights of labor.

The government is con­
sidering introducing a bill 
guarantee unions these rights.1 

Industrialists from Vancouver, 
headed by Wendell Farris, K.C.,
J. H. Macdonald and Col. C E. 
Edgett, urged the Cabinet to re­
tain the labor law the way It is. 
AS BARGAINING AGENTS 

The Trades and Labor Council 
of Vancouver, interviewing mem­
bers of the government Individu­
ally, urged that the Labor Arbi­
tration Act be changed so that] 
unions will be legally recoi 
as bargaining agents In lal 
disputes.

The industrialist group w] 
included, logging mining and 
general manufacturing Interests, 
suggested In reply to this that itj 
the Act Is going to he opened 
there should be certain 
guards In It
MUST RECOGNIZE UNION 

The amendment as originally 
proposed provided that where 51 
per cent of the workers in any 
Industry belong to a union the 
employer must recognize this I 
union as the workers’ 
bargaining agency.

The employers suggested 
the present Act had ' 
workers and " 
it a

be left alone. Now It is going to| 
amend It, but along what lines | 
has not been finally determined.! 
This uncertainty arose simply! 
through misunderstanding be- j 
tween the government and the! 
labor movement as to what the! 
movement wanted In the act

The delegation of employers! 
represented the timber, mining! 
and manufacturing Industries 
and virtually the whole b usines! 
community of British Columbia.!

Labor 'Deplores'
Changes in Act

Vancouver Trades and Labor! 
Council at their weekly meeting] 
Tuesday night passed a resolu­
tion “deploring” the action of the 
provincial government in making] 
changes in the Industrial Dis-I 
putes and Conciliation Act con-3 
trary to changes suggested by I 
the council.

The meeting charged that the! 
government had agreed to| 
changes in section 5 of the act,! 
following a delegation from Van-f 
couver, then later made further! 
amendments which all but nulli-l 
fled the original changes as pro-1 
posed by the trades and labor! 
body.
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B.C Public Utility Bill Now Bars 
Appeals to Courts on Rates
Legal Action Allowed 

Only on Points of Law!
Government Inserts Entirely New Formula Making j 

Cabinet Final Tribunal on Charges

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—British Columbia’s public utility bill, 1 
135 sections and 12,000 words long, one of the most massive I 
and most important pieces of legislation that has been before | 
theLegislature in years, needs only a few finishing touches t 
now before the House is ready to make it law.

I APPEALS LIMITED
As the measure neared compte- E 

I tion, Wednesday, the Government! 
inserted an entirely new formulai 
for allowing appeals against rul-| 

j ings of the utility commission.
There are two main principles! 

| set out in the new sections: 
j L Utility companies will be allow-1 

ed to go to the Appeal Court on h 
questions of law and jurisdic-| 
tion only.

| Z Companies will be barred from I 
appealing to the courts against!! 
rates, services orders or other I 
points of fact dealt with by the j 
commission, but they can carry g 
their case to the Provincial! 
Cabinet, which will have power | 
to change orders of the com-| 
mission.
Scores of minor changes were! 

F put into the bill as it was built up|
■ step by step. Many altered!
■ phrases and wordings without! 
Faltering important principles, and!
I there was little debate. Premier |
I Pattullo piloted the measure.
J PENALTIES DROPPED

i The government dropped one I 
"ause that would have giveiLthel

$66,000,000 
For Relief But 
B.C. Got Valued

J commission power to impose cer-1 
tain penalties on companies. This! 

I had drawn strenuous criticism | 
from the opposition, which main-1 

J tained only the courts should be| 
| allowed to do this.

The government rejected the| 
I Conservative plan to put coal and 1 
(petroleum products under they 
I utility commission.

Opposition members put up a I 
I strenuous fight against a clause! 
I which permits the commission to! 
I name inspectors of utilities and! 
[force municipalities to pay their I 

ries. Attorney-General Wis-| 
ner said that this was a discre-i 

Itionary power and would not be§ 
[used unless obviously needed.

j New Act Aimed at 

; Few Companies On I
1 . Dec. 8,. — Cl-!
Idustrialists who met the cabinètl 
I y®«‘erday said they were assured! 
• bv Hon, John. Hart that the new! 

“"etributed proflts tax is to! 
’ only'against holding com.I 
■“ to keep undlv" "*

[Divorced Couples to
Get Certificate!

VICTORIA, Dec. 8—Divorcees [ 
British Columbia in future! 

will be able to get government! 
ertificates showing they are di-l 
forced, just as people now get! 
narriage certificates.

This is one of several amendai 
nents to the Vital Statistics Act!

Ibrought into the Legislature by I 
Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial Sec-g 
etary.
Another amendment will ,_

y bodies from searching. ! 
acts about adopted and 
ate children.

['Don't Pile Too 
Much Taxation 
On Industries'

—Hon. T. D. Pattullol

| B.C. Far in Lead With Social Legislation,! 
Should Consolidate Gains, Warns 

i Premier

$37,000,000 of It Went for| 
Needed Works

By Sun Staff Beeorter
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Briti 

Columbia has received value lorl 
the millions It has spent on unem-| 
ployment relief.

Hon. George S. Pearson, Minls-| 
ter ol Labor, told the Legislature! 
Wednesday night that the govT 
emment had demanded value lorl 
$37,500,000 out ol $66,000,0001 
spent on reliel since 1930.

For the other $28,500,000, whichl 
went on direct relief “we have atl 
least received the salvage of hu-l 
manity which must have some| 
value,” he declared.

Mr. Pearson explained that! 
many of the Items classed as un-f 
employment relief costs actually! 
went on road contracts lor whichl 
lull value was received, so that! 
It was not right to say all relief| 
money was wasted.

Out of the $37,500,000 spent on| 
various projects $16,500,000 wa: 
for roads, bridges and highways, 
$12,900,000 lor various works in| 
municipalities who demanded 
return from their relief reel-) 
plents, $3,000,000 for supervision 
and materials, $3,700,000 for vari-| 
ous winter forestry camps and 
tourist road development, $750,0 
for mining roads and $500,0i 
for youth training camps.

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—British Columbia, said Premie 

Pattullo in a highly significant warning to the legislate 
Wednesday, must not kill the goose that lays the golden eg 
of taxation by putting too much strain on industry.

This province, he declared, has gone further than an 
other in Canada in social legislation and should consolidât 
its gains before moving ahead too far in the expenditure i 
money on reforms, even though they are desirable.

The premier’s statement, which showed with sudd 
vividness the feeling of his government on the central 1 
of these times, came at the end of a long debate on a C.C.F.| 
bill which would have provided improved working cond"" 
and lowered working hours for hospital nurses—a me 
which Liberals voted down over the Conservatives and I 
rial is ts.

“It’s all very well," said the premier, after listening to 
opposition demands for the bill, “to draw alarming picti 
about the condition of nurses in our hospitals, but I’m getl 
i little tired of this sob stuff. It is being overstated and! 
exaggerated. Not that we don’t want to reach Utopia. We| 
do, but we can not get there in one moment

“It is said by members of the opposition that we can geti 
the money necessary to pay for such reforms as this if wel 
want to get it. Let me tell the House that there is a law of] 
diminishing returns in the collection of taxation which 
well know.

“The hospital situation is receivin the earnest study i 
the government and the condition of nurses, as the minister] 
of labor (Mr. Pearson) has said, can be dealt with under 
existing legislation. We know the hospitals need mon 
money. So do the municipalities. So does the province, 
does the Dominion. And no one at the moment can ton 
the solution of this great problem. ,

“But don’t push it too far. We have been moving furthe 
in British Columbia in the field of social legislation than any! 
other province in Canada, and don’t forget that our industries! 
have to meet unfair competiti°n from other provinces, and| 
the competition of foreign countries. Our industries have! 
been bearing it and apparently are doing fairly well but don’t! 
drive this situation too hard meantime. You can kill theg 
goose that lays the golden egg."

#You Can Kill Nurses'
“You can kill the nurses, too,” 

growled E. E. Winch, C.CS. 
member, who had Introduced 
the nurses’ bill 

The Premier’s statement was 
by a lengthy debate on 
Itlon ol nurses In hos­

ier ol Labor, agreed that 
whole situation ol the hosplt 
Is unsatisfactory and, In 
way must be rectified.

“The sooner we recognize 
we have to work out a 
tory and practical financial ba 
lor the hospitals,” he said, 
better. There must be a 
sidération ol the whole, C.Ç.F., North
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ions of the 
trial Relations.”

Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, I 
said this simply means that Brit- [ 
ish Columbia, refusing to fi-| 
nance hospitals adequately, is I 
subsidizing them by the exploi-l 
tation of nurses, and he declared I 
the government can get money | 
for hospitals if it wants to.
CARE OF UNEMPLOYED

R. W. Bruhn said the basic I 
problem of hospitals is to finance I 
the care of unemployed and the I 
government has done nothing I 
bfisic to solve this basic prob-1 
lem.

"Very glibly we vote $10,0001 
for the chairman of a public! 
utility commission and $75001 
each for his assistants as if they I 
were supermen, when they will! 
only be very ordinary Liberals— I 
yet we can’t find money for hos*| 
pitals,” exclaimed Sam Guthrie, I 
C.C.F. member for Cowichan-1 

I Newcastle.
Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal of Yale, I 

said hospitals are well run and I 
the C.C.F. bill would place an I 
insupportable burden of expense | 
on them.

The vote against the bill was I 
29 to 12, Conservatives support-1 
ing only so that it could bel 
diczussed further in committee. |

50-Mile Speed 
Limit for Cars 
On B.C. Roads

Gov't Invites Legislature to 
Voice Opinions

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The gov! 

ernment may ask the LegislaJ 
ture next year to impose a speedr 
limit of 50 miles an hour od 
country roads, Attorney-General 
Wismer said in the House We&| 
nesday night, inviting members 
to consider its effect.

Capt. Macgregor Macintosh! 
Conservative, The Islands, said al 
speed limit on the open high! 
ways was simply inviting peopleT 
to break the law.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale! 
said the only way to curb speed! 
ing is to put offenders in jail!

Alderman Fred Crone, Liberal,] 
Vancouver Centre, said the 
mile speed law started at the 1 
ginning of this year is reducing) 
accidents there and was observed 
by all but about five per cent olj 
drivers.

He said experts agreed sp 
is responsible for 50 per cent of] 
accidents.

FireÇiî^dvanced

• VICTORIA, Dec, 8.— Amend- I 
™entsto the Fire Departments! 

1 Two Platoon Act which will force I 
I organized fire brigades to I 

lhe two platoon system I 
I Wednesday were endorsed 1 
I second reading Wednesday 
I out debate.

Thursday, December 8, 1938.1

Bill Confining Duties 
To Lawyers Causes Clashl
Measure Would Bar Others Than Barristers From j 

Drawing Up Official Document; Perry Dissents
By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—After a sharp clash Wednesday 1 
between private members and Attorney General Wismer, de-1 
bate was stood over on a bill which would have made lawyers! 
the only persons entitled to draw up legal documents for pay. I 

Mr. Wismer said the measure *
would stop the practice of I 
ambulance-chasing, but H. G. I 
Perry, Liberal, of Fort George, I 
said it gave the lawyers much I 
greater monopolistic power than I 
they require and should have I 
been referred to the Private Bills | 
Committee for full examination. 
REMARKS RESENTED

He suggested it was going I 
beyond the decencies of the legal [ 
profession to put such a bill in I 
the House in the late days of the j 
session.

He claimed it would stop a jus-1 
tice of the peace or real estate I 
man even getting a fee for draw-1 
ing an agreement of sale.

The attorney-general resented I 
Mr. Perry’s remarks and de-1 
manded he withdraw them. They I 
were an insult to the legal pro-| 
fession, he said.
SMELLS A RAT

Mr. Perry said he meant no I 
insult and would withdraw any-1 
thing that cast reflections, but! 
he wondered if the attorney-1 
general was "brow-beating the g 
case.”

Mrs. D. G. Steeves, C.C.F., I 
North Vancouver, said she smell-1 
ed a rat because both the attor-I 
ney-general and R. L. Maitland, I
K.C., Opposition leader, agreed I 
on the bill.

Second reading was held up I 
when J. H. Forester, Liberal, | 
Burrard, adjourned the debate.

I Motion to Ament!
Liquor Act Fails I

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The gov-1 
gemment Tuesday killed a bill ad-1 
gvanced by R. L. Maitland, K.C-,1 
| Conservative leader, which would I 
■ give police power to inspect all I 
| counter slips for purchases in I 
g liquor stores.

Mr. Maitland proposed it as a fl 
I weapon against bootlegging.
I Attorney General Wismer re-1 
I fused the amendment because he I 
I said liquor officials already gave I 
I police fullest information of this I 
I sort and examination of the [ 
13,452,907 slips passing over liquor I 
| store counters each year was | 
I quite impracticable.

C.C.F. Measure Loses
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The Leg-1 

islature Wednesday rejected a l 
C.C.F. bill proposing that at least I 
two men sitting on a coroner’s [ 
jury on logging and mining | 
deaths should have at least three | 
years’ experience in the indus­
try concerned.

Attorney-General Wismer re-1 
jected the proposal as upsetting I 
the whole jury system.

Sfeel Busses Asked
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Régulai 

I tions Insisting that all schoolf 
busses should be constructed ofl 
steel to protect children in easel 
of accidents, was urged Wednes-I 
day night by R. L. Maitland,f 

I K.C., Conservative leader.
He said if some of the present!

I wooden busses ever had a colli-j 
J sion there would be death and 
| ruin everywhere.

Attorney-General Wismer 
I Hon. G. M. Weir assured Mr| 
Maitland that busses were rigid 
ly inspected by police.

By Good Management

Fifty-six million dollars of debts comine j 
lue in the next four years represents a 

sizable sum. But when you have $37 mil­
lions of it practically available in the back of I 

e till, then the task Involved becomes | 
iuch simpler.

It would not be as simple—in fact, It | 
iuld not be attempted at all—If we In Brit- 

Columbia had net husbanded our re-1 
iources. We are facing a period when 
iturdy, frank insistence upon good financial 
ractise will stand us In good stead and see 

us through to the other side, That to Horn I 
John Hart, as minister In charge of British I 
Columbia’s money, is largely due the credit j 

if the happy outlook that we enjoy Is a fact [ 
so well-known that It may be overlooked, 
because it is almost taken for granted.

It is no accident that the total of sinking I 
funds in this province stands at a figure | 
higher than any other province In Canada, j 
It takes grinding toil to accomplish a situa­
tion as satisfactory as this. There has to bel 
a watch-dog at the treasury. If he growls a j 
little and refuses to be cajoled Into spending I 
as freely as we sometimes think he should, I 
then the balance in the cash-box is left to| 
speak volubly for itself.

The provincial government is going to re-1 
| fund its indebtedness on a fairly big scale at j 
ilower interest charges. If Vancouver city! 
could, by a parallel operation, accomplish a I 
similar result, great gains to the public I 
ïnancial situation in this province would be f 
achieved. It Is a fashion, perhaps excused I 
y hard times we have gone through, to de-1 
are, with a wave of the hand, that our I 

rial structure is unstable and we are | 
(headed for a rocky beach. It has even tran- 

lired that civic elections in Vancouver have I 
been influenced by a cry that the city faced j 

iptcy. We have our troubles, of I 
[course, but you and we, citizens and The I 

ancouver Sun, know very well that we are | 
lot going broke. i This cry of the crash-to-1 

[come is quite unworthy of the best province | 
[and the best city on the continent

How hollow it all is can be judged from I 
the manful way the government is facing the I 
proposal to pay off part of its debt and re-1 

ew the remainder of the notes at a morel 
advantageous rate of interest There is no I 
question but that it will be successfully | 
wor



IGoes Back to 
Middle 
Of the Road

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
flie Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The 
I politicians’ argument and 
i clamor about the real issues 
j of our time can not forever 
! hide these issues from view. 

Somehow they always survive 
I this onslaught of enlighten- I ment and emerge from the 

iog of explanation at the most 
inconvenient moments.

Thus from the 
fever and the 
fret of these dy­
ing hours o f 
the legislature 
suddenly emerg­
ed Wednesday, 
all clear and 
vivid, the facts 
of life in British 

i Columbia. Then, 
as suddenly, the 

' fog closed in 
again, the poli­
ticians went on 
clarifying the 
real issues and 
they were lost 
once more, per­

haps for another year.
The fog broke unexpectedly 

during discussion of a C.C.F. bill 
to improve the working condi­
tions of hospital nurses. It was 
the last place where you would 
expect to find any light on the 
real condition of this province 
and the real condition of the gov­
ernment’s mind, but you must 
take it when it comes, in brief 
flashes, and be thankful.

Don't Stretch Too For .
Premier Pattullo had listened 

for an hour to the unhappy poli­
ticians talking about the condi­
tion of nurses—admittedly far 
from satisfactory—and he had) 
grown a little tired of what hej 
called sob stuff, It is time, said 
he to himself, to get out. of the 
fog, if only for a moment, time 
to warn these unskilled mariners 
where the ship of state is going.

So, little noted by the galleries] 
and the benches, Mr. Pattullo] 
suddenly burst out with a warn­
ing to the legislature and to the 
province generally to go slow in 
new social reforms that cost 
money; not, se said, that we don’t 
want Utopia, but we can’t get] 
there in a single moment and 
may stumble if we try.

British Columbia, in the picture! 
painted by the Premier, is a lit­
tle community on the western 
sea, trading with the world, meet 
ing the competition of low wages 
in other

has never 
lature to go slow, not to press 

| too hard on the goods that go cut 
into the world, not to kii1. the 
goose that lays the golden egg. |
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™~,Cr on me collective mind oïl 
members than public utilities! 

and the larger issues of the s-s-l 
Sion. By midnight, after Mr I 
Pearson's magnificent defense of I 
his unemployment administra-! 
tion and Mr. Le Sourdais’ inter-1 
esting announcement that 7001 
B.C. mares expect to be mothers,! 
the order paper had shrunk con-1 
siderably and there remained the! 
clamours question of redistri-| 
bution, a few opposition résolu-1 
tiens, some minor bills—and the! 
prospect of home, fireside and| 
children at the .weekend.

nations and in other 
provinces. The goods it sells all 
over the unprotected world, in 
the end must pay for all social 
reforms, including the aid of 
nurses. So far those goods have, 

more social reforms! 
goods of any other prov- 

be stretched 
their 

world

Troubled Hospitals
The premier’s speech was brief 

and soon lost in the fog, but to I 
3 those who could listen and under- l 
fg stand it meant much; meant that I 
jjg the government, after* the well-1 

remembered enthusiasms of its 
youth back in 1933, has swung 
sharply to the Right, in the jar-„ 
^on of the economists, is pursu- n 
mg definitely a middle-of-the-road1 
policy.

This, of course, is no news to 
anyone who has been on the in-- 
side here from the beginning and® 
knows that the government was, 
elected and must seek re-election 
by the ballots of the great mass 
of ordinary, home-owning British 
Columbians. But it is not oîts, 
that the government makes this 
clear or, in fact, tells what is 
really in its mind concerning the 
basic issues at all.

Quickly lost in the fog, sub- 
P? merged in a hundred fathoms 

of oratory, was the premier’s 
statement. But one other thing 
became clear for a moment — 
British Columbia has not begun 
to solve the great basic question 
of medical care for its citizens.

1 Everyone admitted that the hos- 
M pitals are on a foundation of 

financial quicksand and must be 
rescued. No one knows how

I >-et
All knew, though, that health 

insurance must be the first step, 
but no one was impolite enough 
to mention that sore subject. For 
another year the hospitals and 
the problem of medical care must 
wait. The middle of the road, 
boys, is the motto.

It was a deadly earnest House 
all day and night. Everybody 

| knew we must waste no single 
■ moment if we were to get out of 
I here by the week-end, and nobody 

wants to come back next Monday. 
Legislation went through not! 
fast, but without the least fili-1 
buster. Even in these dying 
hours you could observe no un­
seemly haste and most of the 
major bills were closely examin­
ed, criticized clause by clause.

In this grim atmosphere of] 
business there were few hum; 
outbursts—only a passing bree: 
between Mr. Wismer and his 
good friend, Harry Perry. Thi 
man from the high north, who 
one of the surviving tribunes 
the people, made a characte; 
tically vehement attack on "a b: 
to extend the power of lawyers, 
calling it something beyond th< 
“decencies” of legal practise.

This Mr. Wismer, with some-] 
what synthetic indignation, con­
sidered an insult to him person 
ally, but Mr. Perry’s explanation!

h» hart honn enpak]
ing in the Pickwickian sense, 
mollified the Attorney-General, 
who is always easily mollifiei 
and doesn't like to quarrel wit! 
anybody.

In the evening Mr. Camera 
returned to another flashing ai 
tack on the handling of the Blul 
her Bay strike, accusing the
lice of concocting evidc__
against the strikers. Mr. Wismëi 
replied that if Mr. Cameron ! 
such facts in his possession 
should take them to the 
With this challenge, the 
Incident closed, with no o:

Driving Tests Soon
VICTORIA, Dec. 8__The value!

of the 250 questions posed by 
provincial police traffic experts] 
for testing motorists was quesl 
tioned in the Legislature WednesJ 
day night by Capt. Macgregori 
Macintosh.

“No one could keep all thesi 
things in his head," he said.

Attorney General Wismer, ig.l 
noring Mr. Macintosh's sugges-| 
tion, said the driving tests would! 
start soon at stations in Vancou-I 
ver, Victoria and New Westmin-I

[C.C.F. Rules Officially 
On Status of Dr. Telford]

fj There Is No Question of Policy Involved and| 
'Repudiation' Has Not Even Been Considered'

The official C.C.F. view of the controversy arising out I 
I of the failure of the Pattullo Bridge charges of Dr. Lyle I 
’ Telford, M.L.A., is set forth today in a statement of the prov-l

Iinciai executive, appearing in the form of an editorial in the| 
C.C.F. weekly party newspaper.

The statement, which also ex-|

I wiser.
at often happens 

committc

I plains mechanics of the relation- 
I ship between the party executive 
Sand the C.C.F. M.L.A.’s, is as fol- 
|lows:

“Publicity through the daily 
I press given to the failure of Dr. 
■Telford, M.L.A., to prove his 
■charges of overpayment on the
■ New Westminster Bridge has] 
[created some confusion in the] 
[minds of the public and in some
■ instances even members of the 
| party seem to be unduly excited] 
lover the incident.
i“NO POLICY INVOLVED”

“There is no matter of C.C.F.I 
[policy involved and the question] 
of repudiating Dr. Telford as thi 

■result of the incident has nol 
Seven been considered by the ex- 
gecutive committee.

“There is no question raised byl 
Jjhe situation that involves in an:
| way the relationship between thi 
I legislative group and the party,
I Our members at Victoria are m 
hampered or limited in their a< 
tivities in the Legislature 

l tm* executive has never given an;
I direction other than to crystalize 
| the general policy of the party | 
las adopted in convention.

I DID NOT ACQUIESCE
“The C.C.F. members of the 

| Legislature are definitely re- 
| sponsible for their actions and ac­
tivities as members to the move- 

j ment through the provincial ex- 
| ecutive.

The Party Whip, Harold Winch, 
is seated on the executive as their 

| representative.
"The charges made by Dr. Tel 

tord were not made with the ac­
quiescence of the C.C.F. group of 
the Legislature and consequently! 
the members cannot in any way 
be blamed,” provided there is| 

| blame anywhere, for the failure 
of the charges.

; EXECUTIVE RUIJNG
“It is quite probable that as a 

result of this incident the ques­
tion will be raised by our mem­
bers in the Legislature as to the] 

between the mem- 
! the group and as to how 

activities shall * 
event of

ecutive will make a ruling. 
CANNOT RESIGN

“In a Socialist movement it i 
essential that co-operation and! 
discipline, particularly among | 
the elected representatives, must g 
prevail.

“When differences arise in theB 
party, the provincial executive! 
committee, representing the! 
party as a whole between con-F 
ventions, decides what is to beg 
done.

“The C.C.F. members are elect-g 
ed on the party platform.

“The question of resignation I 
is one for the party to considéra 
and cannot be decided by any inf 
dividual.

“By-elections are not contest-1 
ed by the C.C.F. on specific is-1 
sues.

“Ttyey are always fought on | 
the general principles and pro-g 
gram of the party.”

Blubber Bay 
Echo in House!

By In eisll Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Colin I 

I Cameron, C.C.F., of Comox,
1 charged in the Legislature Wed-I 
| nesday night that men convicted I 
[for the Blubber Bay strike riots! 
I had been sent to jail on “con-l 
cocted” evidence, if newspaper! 
accounts of the trial were correct.I 

I One of them, he said, was at-1 
I tacked after he was arrested. Mr.l 
I Cameron said he had given thel 
1 attorney-general evidence war-g 
I ranting an Investigation.
I Attorney-general Wismer rose! 
I to say the men had been givenl 
I the same fair trial that any manl 
I gets In a British country. AI 
Hudge of Mr. Justice Murphy’s! 
j standing would not accept con-l 
I cocted evidence, he declared.
I If there was any fear of an ln-j 
I justice, an appeal could be takenl 
I Mr. Wismer added. He resented! 

e suggestion of concocted evi|
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Redistribution Passes 
Despite House Storm I

Opposition Raises Cry of 'Gerrymander' as Act j 
Goes to Committee

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Over opposition cries of “gerry- 
I mander” the legislature today passed the government’s Re- 
! distribution Bill, thus reviving the Alberni Riding and abolish­
ing The Islands.
WARM DEBATE 

The Conservative Party will I 
wage a final fight to save The I 
Islands when the bill goes into i 
committee later in the day, but! 
they know their efforts are I 
bound to fail. The bill is ex j 
pected to go through with onlyl 
minor changes.

Debate today became hot at I 
times as the opposition flung its I 
gerrymander charges at the gov-] 
ernment. R. L. Maitland, K.C.,| 
Conservative leader, dared Pre-I 
mier Pattullo to run in Point! 
Grey, and Dr. Lyle Telford asked I 
the government leader to leave I 
the "Siwash village” of Prince j 
Rupert and seek election in Van-1 
couver.

The government contented it-1 
self with a brief denial by Hon.|
G. M. Weir, Provincial Secretary, 
of any intention to gerrymander | 
any constituency.

i Premier Pattullo, who in-| 
troduced the bill, said it is based I 
on the report of a committee I 
which had heard fullest repre-| 
sentations from all interested! 
persons.

“I hope this is the last bill of I 
the kind," said Mr. Maitland,] 
who added : "But to me it is I 
a great compliment because I 
every beaten government brings | 
in a bill of this sort.”
TORIES GAINING 

The government, he said, I 
knows the Conservative party is | 
gaining ground and now tried to I 
save itself, to pull itself up by I 
its boot straps through a gerry-1 
mander.

“No one can say The Islands I 
haven't been a satisfactory rid-1 
ing for 40 years," Mr. Maitland | 
protested. 

i The Opposition leader invited I 
anyone, particularly the Premier, I 
to run against him in Point Grey | 
because "no one can beat me any­
where in Vancouver?”

At this the Premier and other | 
Liberals roared with laughter.

"Come up and run in Prince | 
Rupert,” the Premier suggested.

"No, I want a big, represent» I 
tive riding, not controlled by I 
party appointments and that sort! 
of thing,” Mr. Maitland retorted, i 
“But if the Premier wlU come to I 
Point Grey he’ll Have the merriest I 
time of his life and it will be exit | 
for him.”

Mr. Maitland admitted that! 
Conservative Governments had I 
passed gerrymandering bills of I 
this sort, but he hoped that ini 
future redistribution will be basea | 
on judicial investigation.

“I'll commit myself to this—| 
j there’ll be no more redistributions ! 
on these political disgusting] 
lines,” Mr. Maitland declared.

Dr. Tdford, C.C.F. member fori 
Vancouver East, called the bill an I 

tous gerrymander. He sug-l 
t leave the "Si-1 
Prince Rup 

■

LaborLtr 
Overhau 
Next Yeai
Pearson Indicates Par-j 
leys Between Employers | 

And Labor Leaders

THREE VOTES EACH
H. G. Perry, Liberal, of Fort | 

George, favored a royal commis­
sion inquiry. He blamed the sys-1 
tern of “territorial representa­
tion” for the fact that the gov-l 
ernment represented a minority | 
of the population.

Mr. Perry proposed a révolu-1 
tionary plan whereby every voter I 
would have three votes, one for! 
his territorial position, one for his j 
economic position and one for his 9 
cultural position. He also urged ] 
the abolition of party control of] 
government by the election of the I 
premier and cabinet by elected | 
representativss, but he admitted] 
this might not come for a hun-f 
dred years.

Talk by Conservatives of ger-1 
rymandering was silly, said Hon. [ 
G. S. Pearson, minister of labor, j 
when the Conservative govern-1 
ment had gerrymanded his Na-I 
naimo ridig by throwing Social-1 
ist territory into it and adding | 
Alberni to it. He said he intends | 
to run in Nanaimo, although he| 
had been invited to run in Al- f 
berni and assured of a two-to-one | 
majority there.
CENTRE OF CULTURE

The redistribution problem | 
should be solved by a reduction | 
of Victoria’s four seats, said] 
Colin Cameron, C. C. F., Comox.l 
This would make possible reten-1 
tion of The Islands and creation I 
of an Alberni seat without in-[ 
creasing the size of the House. I

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-f 
tive of Victoria, replied that! 
Victoria is the centre* of B. C.l 
culture and intellectuality, while! 
members for the north part of I 
the island represent “wilder-1

Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial | 
Secretary, said Liberal members] 
had shown great independence [ 
and "in the committee had voted | 
down the government’s plan to I 
add past of Vancouver East to] 
Point Grey. He wanted to run, I 
he said, in the same territory | 
where he had been elected be-1 
fore, so the proposed change in I 
Point Grey’s riding, now reject- ] 

is a matter of "complete in-1
ifference to him.”

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Fore- 
I shadowing a fierce fight or 
I lâbor u n i o n s’ bargaining,
| rights, Hon. George S. Pear- 
I son, Minister of Labor, frank- 
I ly told the Legislature toda>
I that his new clause on collec- 
I tive bargaining is a tempor- 
I ary compromise.
I Warmly defending the exist- 
I ing Act as a belp to labor and aj- 
I formula for industrial peace,,:
I Mr. Pearson announced that il 
I employers and union leaders;
J will get together within the next' 
j year to rewrite the clause j 
« again to find a basis satisfactory}
J to all sides.
1 REAL FIGHT YET TO COME

Trade union leaders, he said, I J had agreed unwillingly to the g 
I new amendment which, in effect, |
I grants the business agents of|
I existing unions the rights to be]
1 bargaining agents when they 
1 majority of employees in a dis-j 
I pute are union members. I
J The real fight in the House isfj 
I yet to come for Harold Winch, M 
9 C.C.F., who plans an attempt to] 
fl force much wider amendments |
| into the Act, adjourned debate on!
1 the issue.

Mr. Pearson said that person- 
I ally he did not want to open thefi 
! Labor Act this year and would |
! not have done so except at the 8 
1 pressure of trade union men.
| HAS HELPED UNIONS

“My view is that our bargain !
| ing clause, as drafted last year,
I has not interfered with trade1 
| unions,” he said. “In fact, iL 
| some cases it has helped them to|
I get working agreements. I
I "However, the unions insist it jj 
■affects them and we have the| 
■greatest respect for the unions 
land the good they have done for 
■labor."
I The Minister admitted that the 
■bargaining clause has not stimu-l 
llated labor organization as it j
■ might, partly, perhaps, because | 
■some employeds are opposed to I
■ organization and others fear it,
■ not without cause. 1
| One of the reasons, he said, is] 
I because, it is extremely difficult]
■ to write into any law a clause]
■ that can prevent an employer dis-j
■ criminating against an employee]
■ if he chooses to do so. !
| "At the samè time,” he said, "II 
| believe the Act has helped the] 
| organization of labor, only In] 
Ismail groups, I admit, but it has.]
I BLUBBER BAY STRIKE

"So far âs labor conditions I 
B generally are concernecf we have] 
] been as peaceful as we possibly ] 
I can expect and better than most] 
| sections of the North American | 
! continent during these times.” I 
1 Turning to the Blubber Bay] 
! strike and riot, "the only serious] 
| blot on the record,” Mr. Pearson] 
I said this, would never have 1

j the arbitration awa 
I Act and left the Labor Depart- j 
\ mènt to deal with the matter.

Instead they had rejected, on|
I unsound advice, thus leaving the fl 
S Labor Department powerless be- a 
| cause, by law, it had to give them | 

the right to strike once arbitra-]
| tion failed.

MEN BADLY ADVISED
The impression given by Labor ] 

papers that the Pacific Lime Com- ] 
pany was at fault in forcing the] 
men to strike was incorrect, Mr.f 
Pearson said.

"The company accepted the ar-1 
bitration award in such terms 1 
that I could have practically 1 
forced the re-employment of the I 
nine men about whom the strike | 
started,” he said.

Mr. Pearson said the men had] 
been advised by some members | 
of the House (referring to Harold | 
Winch) to accept the award, but] 
instead had listened to their ] 
union leaders.

The main trouble at Blubber I 
Bay was the large group of Chi*[ 
nese. numbering 80, who were] 
controlled by one or two men.

“I was amazed, and I might I 
say, disgusted, to find that out of | 
120 employees there, 80 were Chi* ] 
nese,” he said.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-1 
tive, Victoria, spoke briefly be-| 
fore Harold Winch adjourned the ] 
debate.
WHAT BILL PROPOSES

Subject of many représenta-] 
tions and drafted only after much] 
■negotiation, the new clause gives] 
established labor unions the right] 
to act as bargaining agents, but] 
it will not give future unions] 
these rights.

The amendment makes the I 
bargaining rights charter read ] 
as follows:

“It shall be lawful for employ ] 
ees to bargain collectively with] 
their employer and if the major-] 
ity of the employees are, on the] 
seventh day of December, 1938,] 
organized into a trade union, to] 
conduct such bargaining through] 
the officers of such trade union,! 

j and if not on that date organized]
| into a trade union, to conducl 
such bargaining through repre-fl 
sentatives of employees duly! 
elected by a majority vote of theT 
employees affected, and any em-j 
ployer or employee refusing so 1 
bargain shall be liable to a fine! 
not exceeding $500 for each of-| 
fense.”

I Won Concession,
| Says Bengough

P. R. Bengough, secretary 
I the Trades and Labor Council,! 
j and E. H. Morrison, chairman of] 

the provincial! executive of the] 
I Trades Congress of Canada, re-1 J turned to Vancouver today after)
! interviewing the government on, 
j the Labor Act.

"We did not get all we aske<
I but we won part of our request,”]
I said Mr. Bengough.

“Unions organized since the] 
I act first came into force will I 

recognized, in addition to thoi 
| in existence prior to that time."

"Previously,” he added, "an of-] 
j ficer of a union could not be 1 

representative of a group 
workers in an industrial dispute 
As it will become, the work 
can appoint officials of any un 

j as representatives.”
An attempt will be made Jj 

I Labor leaders and emp 
the coming year to work out 
formula mutually satisfactory] 

I with the prospect that the 
at ft
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r
ln his own riding hereit was,
served up on a silver platter.

Harold Winch, loyally rushing 
to sweep up the mess left by his 
associate, attempted to divert at-l 

; tendon from it by pleading lor] 
if the small cities of the province,
1 urging their importance in the 
| problems of redistribution. But 

Î I the harm had been done.
=i Small Town Stuff
j Mr. Maitland wasn’t much more 

discreet than Dr. Teltord, for 
j when he asked the Premier to 

1 run against him in Point Grey 
j ; , and the Premier asked him to run 

. ] in Prince Rupert, Mr. Maitland 
j ;j retorted, in an unguarded mo- 
| ment, that he wanted to run in a 
I big and important constituency, 
I not in a small town where elec- 
| tions were won by patronage and 

* *j political jobs.
; 1 I It was a bad day for Prince 
j A Rupert. A good day for Liberal 

I candidates there.
3 A good day also for oratory 
j i;'j and solid debate. Some of the 

• ^ best speeches of the session burst 
! 5 out suddenly in the dying hours— 

h Mr. Pearson defending his Labor 
f f\ Arbitration Act amendments, Mr. 

J; I Winch attacking them, Mr. Wis- 
. | mer carrying the fight back to 
• | the Socialists.

I This, of course, was a matter 
j 1 potentially more important to t he 
i | average working man of British 

I Columbia and to industry than 
I I most things before the House In 
j g recent years. It meant that 
j I British Columbia was facing here 

' v g the universal problem of our 
^ I times—the class struggle, the 

’ 5 $ strange wriggling, tortured pro- 
| | cess of our society trying to ad- 
| F just itself to the machine age.

I Vaguely our legislators realize 
| s that here they are up against 
gj| something fundamental and hls- 
^toric. The House listens with a 

1.1 new gravity. Men speak with A 
l® new power of conviction.
§i§ Mr. Pearson, who has matje few 
a® speeches of late, showed himself 
BP a master of argument and fact, ae 
t he explained why the Govern- 
pment had given labor a lot, not 

quite as much as it wanted, id 
jjj||the new legislation.
| Mr. Winch, his face dark with 

ify anger, delivered a powerful 
speech denouncing the proposed 

HI law, denouncing the Government 
IH for being the tool of employer*, 

denouncing the state of society.

A-R-O-U-N-D 

THE TOWN

ture a hundred years from now.
! There was no use worrying 
any further about these great 
■Imponderables, and the House 
turned Its attention to the Imme­
diate job of getting home for the 
week-end. When It makes up Its

Riding Sunk
Without
Trace

Low visibility at the coast d 
layqd arrival of Trans Canaj 
Air tynes mail plane here frq 
the edit until noon today. j

Police* today are trying to 1 
cate the \owner of a loaded # 
calibre reiplver, which was fogi 
in a lane east of the 700 blfe< 
Granville Street Wednesday.

Flags on\
buildings arm 
are at hâlf-sti 
tribute to Noi 
Queen, Maud, 
place today in

An evfening ol 
held by members 
Birmingham and 
ties Association ai 
Mrs. A. E. Danvenj 
Street Saturday, $ 
of work of the Ass

HUTCHISONBy BRUCE
Th« VftMmer Sun's Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 9,-This 
is the time—the last, dying 
hours of, the session, with the 
eyes of everyone on the clock 
—when the statute law of 
British Columbia may be said 
to mtit into a kind of thick 
liquid flux just before it 
crystallizes, hard and brittle, 
for another year.

t' .JjL fluid substance
l 3 of our leglsla-
f ‘ 4 ture sputters
K and boils in
jgpHHSS these last hours, 

as clauses are

most anything 
■FH may happen. If 
KJH you don’t watch

■ it every mo-
■ ment something 

Bflj entirely unex-
.pected and em- 
■ barrasslng may 

■MHPP'. I crystallize out 
■BBIKPHpM of the boiling, 
and remain cold in the pot on 
the gray dawn after prorogation.

Thursday Mr. Pattullo and Mr. I 
Wiemer watched the pot like! 
trained metallurgists, watched It j 
anxiously1 and long, never taking! 
their eyes from it, making sure; 
that nothing dangerous got in, 
making equally sure that many 
minor but essential Ingredients 
got in. By today they were 
pretty sure that the whole mass 
would crystallize In the end as 
planned.

It is a bewildering business in 
the dying hours and no one ex­
cept the Premier and his legal 
adviser attempt to keep track of ! 
it all. Every other member has1 
some little thing that he wants; 
to put Into the pot or take out! 
and he lets the rest go. There

| ling, the whole thing went 
through In less than five min- 

|uteê. Somehow, all the starch 
| had gone out of the opposition, 
Ifrom which some little filibuster 
fat least had been expected.
I Capt. Macintosh went through 
the motions of a final fight to 
save his Islands riding, but this 

! was quickly voted down, and the 
new electoral map, with The 
Islands finally submerged, was 
presented complete to the elec­
torate, which will deal with it, 

iln the uncertain fashion of democ­
racy, in the year 1941.
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Measure Wins Approval 
After Explanation in House

By Sun SUM lcrtcv
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—The gov- 

ernment’s undistributed profits 
tax was given approval by the 
Legislature Thursday alter Attor­
ney-General Wismer had ex­
plained that it did not in any 
sense increase taxation In British 
Columbia, but merely prevented 
a few rich men evading taxes.

“This legislation," Mr. Wismed 
'has been completely][ declared, 

misunderstood in some quarters.] 
i It is not an Increase In taxation. 
The taxation due from all com­
panies is already written into the 
statutes.

j "This act merely enables us to 
enforce it In, the case of a few 
men who, instead of returning] 
profits to themselves as share-] 
holders, form holding companies 
outside the province, pay the 
money to these holding com-J 
parties which are then untaxable.] 

‘Our plan,Is simply to protect 
capital and labor by seeing that 
people can not evade the acts of 
the Legislature and refuse to pay 
the money they are obligated tol 
pay and when we need it so badljH 
for social and other services." ] 

| 1 dare say this won’t apply tin 
| more than six companies," salin 
[Hon. John Hart, Minister ofl 
I finance.
I When R. L. Maitland, K.C.,
| position leader, objected than 
| there was no appeal to the courted 
lover the decision of the minister] 
| as to what constitutes an undis] 
| tributed profit or unreasonable 
I reserve, Mr. Hart said that sued 
Ian appeal provision would involve 
I endless litigation.
I In all his years of office, he 
paid, not one company had apj 
I pealed to him over the decision of 
I his officials of what constitutes 
Ian unreasonable reserve.
I This showed, he said, how fati

Mr. Wismer, who has suddenly ! 
become the chief front line 
fighter of the government, a 
single-man battalion of shock 
troops, spoke as an old friend of 
labor, asked it to be patient, to 
make progress by reasonable 
steps, not to disrupt Industry 
which paid its wages This speech

were enough of these smaller 
matters to keep the House in 
fslrly feverish activity from the 
n*We; of the morning to the 
mtikjle 0f the night.

showed him at his best. In a 
rough and tumble fight, and In­
dicated the remarkably Increased 
stature of the man since he en­
tered this cabinet.

| Mr. Maitland was Judicial, cau- 
I tious, and on the fence. Stand the 
whole thing over for a year, said 
he. But falling that, he sup­
ported Mr. "

Dr. Gillis Critical
Of New Health Act

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Dr. J. J.
! Gillis, Liberal, Yale, warned the 
legislature Wednesday night that, 
the new pre-marriage health tests j 
would lead to a great deal ofl 
companionate marriage in the] 
province. Couples not wishing tol

may be

bat stinging attack on the evlti 
spirit of Gerrymander which they 
saw in the bill and the govern- 
Went, with its eye on the clock, 
attempted no particular reply.

Itw«be», hpwever. that Dr.

Pearson, showing 
again, what has always been 
quite obvious, how close the old- 
line parties are on all fundament­
als, how the real Issue is always 
between them and the socialists.

; In the end the new legislation, 
guaranteeing recognition to exist­
ing but not future unions, was

the tests might live together 
out marriage ceremonies, 
bill was completed in com-j
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_...r.-/ers Must Recognize All 
[Unions Organized by Dec 7]
Status of B. C. Labor Defined in 

Historic Debate in Legislature!
Industrial Act Amended But Only Temporarily] 

Until Industry and Labor Meet in Conference

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Beperter

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—In historic debate here last night, 
the Legislature grappled with one of the basic issues of 
these times by deciding the status of organized labor in 
British Columbia.

Called by C.CF. members a 
mere trick hi the interests of 
capital, and by the government 
a reasonable compromise, an 
amendment to the Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Act 
forces em poly era to recognize to 

[all collective bargaining the 
| unions already organized in their 

liants, with a membership of 
Ififty-one pier cent or more of 
their workers.
[COMPELS RECOGNITION 

But the amendment compels 
.lis recognition only of unions so 
irgartized on December 7.

This does not mean, of course, 
tat unions formed in future can- 

îot bargain collectively with cm- 
iloyers.

The right of collective bargain- 
is fully preserved for every 

rorker in this province.
In any industry or business 

the workers by vote may com-; 
pel an employer to bargain with 
them and may appoint repré-j 
sentatives of their own choosing.

They may, in fact, compel re-1 
cognition of their union, though] 
not in name, by choosing ui 
officials as their representativi 
WITHOUT A VOTE 

But only unions already 
formed can insist that they and 
their leaders must automatically 
be recognized as bargaining 
agencies without a vote by the 
employees.

For the government, Hon. G. S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, de­
fended introduction of the amend­
ment and Attorney-General Wis- 
mer announced that it way by 

| no means a permanent policy.
In the next year, he said, em-| 

iployers and workers’ représenta ! 
tives will sit down together and 
try to work out a compromise 
program satisfactory to all con­
cerned.

Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, 
fiercely aÉpailed the amendment 
as making Mr. Pearson “the tool] 
of employers” and as a “blow ti 
union organization.”

(blubber bay strike

Mr. Winch began by denying 
[the previous statement of Mr. 
[Pearson that the workers were 

ible lor the failure 
ition efforts in the B1 

Bay shrike.
government’s amendment 1 

le Arbitration Act, he de-| 
had been suggested

antSSSS^SMtesaff
termined to fight against the| 
right of collective bargaining.”

Colonel C. E. Edgett, Mr. 1 
Winch said, had been one of the I 
leaders of the employers’ dele- j 
gation which had asked the gov*J 
eminent for the present amend­
ment—"a man known all over I 
western Canada as the greatest [ 
anti-unionist.”

| ONLY ONE OF DELEGATION
Premier Pattullo said Colonel | 

j Edgett had merely been one of a I 
j large delegation which met the J 
J government and had not spoken. I

The Premier had not known, I 
I he said, who Colonel Edgett was I 
among the group and he had no I 
influence on the cabinet’s de-1 
cision. The government, he 1

j added, had considered the |
I situation not from the em-,
I ployers’ standpoint but on its 1 
1 merits.

The reason why the govern!
I ment did not wish to give recog-| 
nition to unions formed in th 

l future, said Mr. Winch, w 
j quite obvious.

Such industries as those 
| logging and the waterfront were] 
determined *to stop organizatio 
of their workers, and to refus» 
to recognize union organization j if they were formed.
‘AFRAID OF CIO’

Inevitably, he said, labor wou 
I organize in British Columb 
I and the amendment would :
I it unnecessary for employers 
I recognize the unions or deal wit) 
j the "militant and intelligelit| 
I anion officials.”

“The employing interests,” he! 
I said, “are very smart and have!
■ pulled a fast one in getting the| 
I government to bring in this 
| amendment.

“Everyone knows the reason! 
I for all this. They are afraid of| 
I the C.lO.”
IVANCOUVER APPROVAL

The amendment might have]
■ been accepted by one or two lab 
I organization officials, he said, 1 
lonly as something better th 
j nothing at all.

To support this he read a tek 
[gram from the Vancouver 
[Trades and Labor Council 
I tog the amendment helped exis 
ling unions and thus was prefei 
I able to no amendment.

In a fighting reply Attome;
I General Wiener declared 
I government knew It owed ill 
I election to the support of lab 
| and felt It still had that supp 

TH*

I people, he said, “and .. _
I very important thing that ...
I steps should be taken that wfl 
B disrupt our industry.
| “We have to listen to the voie 
gof industry as well as to the voie 
|jof labor.

“Surely there is nothing wrong! 
I in industrialists coming here to| 
| see us.

"We had previously listened tel 
I representatives of labor, 
g “I had discussed this whok- 
Iquestion for months with labor! 
g representatives.

“This amendment is not thel 
I suggestion of industry, but wasa 
I worked out of conferences with| 
H both parties.
j NOT FINAL AMENDMENT

“Moreover, it was understood!
■ that when this amendment was| 
■drafted that during the comipg 
■year representatives of labor and 
■representatives of employers! 
■would get together around ai 
Stable and try to work out some-| 
■thing satisfactory to all.
1 “This is not a final amend-L 
Iment, but it carries organized!
■ labor a long step forward.
I “Why not wait for a year and! 
■have a round table conference?”
I "And remember you cannot 1
■ have strikes and disruption of|
■ industry if you are going to live!
■ under our present system.
I MIGHT BE NO WAGES

“I have been fighting thel 
■cause of labor for 25 years and! 
■Mr. Bengough and Mr. Morrison I 
gtold me they were satisfied with! 
■this legislation for the present.!
■ Nothing was slipped oVer any-] 
|one.

“I am not going to attack thel
■ C.I.O. now and may never at-1
■ tack It, but I want to say that! 
■if this government does every-g
■ thing for labor without regard!
■ to the needs of Industry, pretty!
■ soon there will be no one to pay!
■ wages and I am confident that|
■ the great bulk of organized labor| 
I will support the stand of the
■ government."
■ MUST CONSIDER
|’MIDDLE PEOPLE*

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Consei l 
■vative leader, urged the govern I
■ ment to stand the whole issue! 
lover for a year or two until the!
■ present Act had been given a| 
| thorough test

He said members, when they! 
■regarded what had happened ini 
■San Francisco, must consider not! 
jonly the positions of capital and! 

abor, but also the middle people, j 
he general public.

Objections to the original bar-| 
gaining clause were only from j 

I certain type of people, not from| 
J the orthodox labor unions, 
[argued.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Como 
■attacked the bill as discriminât ! 
1 tog between labor unions now es-j 
I tablished and those that might be| 
organized in the future. &

E. E. Winch. CC.F, Burnab

Iryan, Liberal, Mackenzie, ai 
I union man himself, said the leg-1 
lislation was valuable to labor! 
I which did not prosper when | 
| mushroom unions sprang up.

If the amendment had been ini 
! effect earlier the Blubber Bay! 
1 trouble would not have occurred. |

Legislature Stands
In Silent Tribute!

VICTORIA, Dec. 9—The legls-| 
llature stood In silent tribute tog 
James H. Schofield. Premier g 
Pattullo moved a vote of condo-1

Timber Exchange
VICTORIA.—A bill given sec-l 

gond reading in* the Legislature,]
|!Wednesday night, will allow the! 
§ Powell River Company and the j 
fpacific Mills Ltd. at Ocean !

| to use pulp timber from 
(j others’ limits.

[Compassionate Plea
For Pensioners Made 8

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Pleas lor I 
municipal servants whose! 

■pensions will be slashed featured! 
I the final debate Thursday on the I 
I new superannuation scheme. |
' “We’ve been delaying this mat I 
ter and if we wait any longer! 

I the fund will collapse," said Hon. j 
G. M. Weir.
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'British Columbia Using an Excessive 
Amount of Heavy ruel Oil'

'Cost of Coal, B. C/s Natural Fuel, Too High' 
Macdonald Commission Declares in Final Report

Production and Distribution Charges Asserted to Be Too Low; Scientific Study Advocated; 
Central Depots to I ncrease Use of Coal

By Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—British Columbia, one of Canada’s I 

I big coal-producing provinces, is using an excessive amount I 
s of heavy fuel oil, far more than any of the other provinces I 
:! in comparison, and per capita: more than most parts of the I 
?; world, Mr. Justice M. A. Macdonald found in his final report j 
I for the Coal and Oil Commission, tabled in the Legislature | 
]today.

Mr. Justice Macdonald declared 
| that B. C. In 1936 Imported more 
I heavy fuel oil than all the rest 
(of Canada combined.

The report put before the 
(House today is the third section 
| of the Commissioner’s report, 
j dealing with the relative econ- 
iomic values of coal and oil as 
j fuels. The previous two sections,
I which recommended drastic cuts 
| in the price of gasoline and coal, 
g were tabled last year.
3 COSTS TOO HIGH .

In his final conclusion, Mr. 
j Justice Macdonald says :

“The costs of production and 
| distribution of coal have been 
j found to be too high, with re- 
g suiting uneconomic prices to con- 
Isumers. The cost and production 
land distribution of heavy fuel 
loll as stated by oil companies,
| on the contrary, have been found 
j to be too low, and not to reflect 
lor represent the economic cost 
g thereof; also with resulting unec- 
ionomic prices to consumers.

“The oil companies have been 
gable to pursue this course by 
Busing a method of allocating 
| costs whereunder the losses in. 
gcurred In heavy fuel oil have 
| been ‘loaded’ onto gasoline, there- 
Jby increasing its alleged cost 
| production.’'

Mr. Justice Macdonald
1 distribution and 

[production basis, coal could 
I used much more economii 
I than fuel oil in many heal 
[plants.
[RAILWAY OPERATION

"In railway operation In Bi 
| ish Columbia," the report says 
| "the use of coal and heavy 
[ oil is dictated not by the mi 
| of these fuels for locomotive 

but rather by their competitive 
[prices. Heavy oil Is pure!
[by the railways at prices much] 
| below the economic cost of 
] duction and economic delivered 
| prices as found.

“If heavy fuel oil and coal 
sold at economic 
, the use of coal in railway^ 

i should result in sub- 
I annual savings In 1936, 

57,660 gallons of heavy fuel 
onsumed in railway 

in British 
; with •

to*

I mountainous character of 
j country, and the danger of fire I 
[ hazard. Governments would not [
I object to coal in locomotives for I 
I this reason but there would have I 
I to be patrols as in Eastern Can- [

ada where coal Is used ex-1 
cluslvely.

I COAL UNTESTED
The railways have not tested |

I coal here, the commissioner says, I 
and there is no reason to believe I 

| this fuel would not be successful, i 
| On the other hand, "it is not pos-1 
j sible to find in the evidence pre-j 
| rented that coal as a fuel in log- [ 
j ging operations is as safe as oil t 
j in respect to fire danger." But | 
] the report finds that coal is safe- g 
[ ly used in logging in Washington E 
I and one part of Vancouver Is- E 
I land. Exhaustive tests should be g 
I made to settle this question.

The report also urges tests of | 
[ the use of coal in coastal steam-1 
I ers, along lines tried in Britain | 
I with chemical stokers.

"Insofar as British Columbia I 
I coastal steamships are concern-1 

ed, if coal and heavy fuel oils j 
I were sold at economic delivered I 

prices, there is no reasonable F 
doubt but that the advantage [ 
would be considerably in favor g 
of mechinaclly stoked coal," the j] 

I commissioner continues.
"There are other considéra-1 

I tiens, such as cargo space and l 
| time for refuelling, in regard to E 
I which we are unable to reach a | 
I final conclusion without more in-1 
| formation.

“On the type of evidence sub-1 
I mltted to us we are are able to f 
| conclude that one fuel is better | 
I than another for use in steam [ 
] tugboats."
I MOB* WORK

In addition to the number of | 
I miners employed in producing I 

the 136,706 tons of coal needed f 
to supply coastal vessels it all g 
burned coal, the burning of a | 

I British Columbia fuel product I 
“would assist materially tu| 

I greater employment in 1 
I tation and distribution services, ! 

entirely apart from en 
I in allied industries an 
| tlons arising out of 
| tional direct empli 
| mine production i

our coastal i

■ developed; it creates new wealth j 
' and gives caried employment in S 
1 primary and secondary indus- g 
I tries.

. We do not think it is |
I necessary to stress further 

condition apparent to the com- i 
mon sense of all British Colum- '

| bians.”
Oil companies, the report says, I 

I show the cost of various products I 
I in a way which does not show the |
I true cost of producing heavy fuel!
| oil

The Canadian Collieries charg-l 
I ed depreciation "largely accord ! 
ing to the deration of the! 
directors and in addition large! 
sums were withdrawn from the|

I company’s depreciation reserve 
I and used for other purposes. We| 

recast this method,” says the re-g 
port, "and treated the excessive! 
depreciation charges as profit." 

j UNIQUE CONDITION

This was done according to the|
I practises of the best accounting 
I firms, the report says, and quote 
I authorities for the statement 

“The excessive use of heavy! 
I fuel oil in B.C. indicates the i 

tence of an unique condition 
j this province," the report says.g 

"Although it is a great 
I producing province more heav;
I fuel oil is consumed as a substi l 
I tute for coal than in any otherf 
province; also in addition to 
heavy fuel oil processed hen 
more heavy fuel oil was impori 

I into B.C. in 1936 than into all the! 
I rest of Canada. Despite our com-f 

paratively small population Brit-| 
ish Columbia consumed in 

1 one-third of the heavy fuel oil 
I used in Canada.”

"It is contrary to the economic 
I welfare of the province that de-| 

predation reserves should 
| withdrawn from a company,” the| 
| report declares

He refers to tests on the rela-| 
| tive merits of heavy fuel oil and |
I coal in heating two hotels ini 
j Chicago, made by the Com-1 
| mercial Testing and Engineering! 
| Company.
I COAL CHEAPER

Taking into account «tiffs!
| ences in heavy fuel oil and coal J 
| used in Chicago and those used| 
[in British Columbia, the 
| mlssioner finds that in similar | 
| tests here, the cost of fuel oil I 
| would be considerably higher I 
[than Nanaimo coal to do the| 
| same work.

The saving by using Na 
|coal would be *1.4318 for each] 
[ton needed. If Comox Coal were! 
I used, the saving would be i 
I greater.

fuel oil were sold

: livered price aacaJculate«Lby 
I the commission.

Comox coal could compete :
S *8.10 per short ton, or
1 above its economic dellven 

: price.
j REDUCED COSTS

“It will be apparent,"
i commissioner says, "that 
| Vancouver Island coal does 
j wish deliberately to make heav.
J fuel oil a present of a market in- 
Evolving a substantial part of

34.87 per cent of its production,
1 (the domestic trade require-!
(mental not only must the cost 
5 Of mining be reduced at least 85 
[cents per ton but retail distribu- 
jtion charges must be lowered 
| very considerably below *2.25 
[per short ton (which in itself Is i 75 cents below the present 

"leased yard spread” and *1.25 ; 
jj below the ordinary “dealer’s” \ 
[spread.)
| MAY DESTROY INDSTBY 

At present a private body or 
j company controlling the price ot - 
: gasoline, and consequently the !
| price of heavy fuel oil, can vir-j 
| tually destroy the B. C. coal ln-j 
| dustry, the report continued.

“Regulation, therefore, by 
I public body Is highly desirable i 
| til it (the coal industry’s) interest 
j and in the public interest.

"To illustrate, in November,
11935 (when gasoline prices in 
I Vancouver was 29 cents a gal­
lon) the Vancouver motorist m 
every 10 gallons of gasoline pur-: 

j chased paid *1.10 in excess of the] 
j fair retail price; this *1.10 excess j 
| price paid by nearly 100,001)
I British Columbia motorists dlo 

not show as oil company net 
profit, because it was 'shifted] 
back’ to make up (among other! 
similar losses) some *1,400,0091 
losses Incurred in heavy fuel oil I 
sales below cost to the Canadian! 
Pacific and Canadian National! 

I Railways.
“All companies now operating! 

| refineries in British Columbia 
(Imperial, Union and Shell—n 

I reference here to Standard 
I came into British Columbia lat< 

sold to the people in 1934 a I 
total of 30,691,387 gallons of | 
oline and 166,320,707 gallons 
heavy fuel oil (including 

| company sales of the latter).
“In view of the fact that 

I the whole they sold and de 
| with over five times as mu 
| heavy fuel oil as gasoline, 

‘regardless of cost,) 
may estimate what 

. nt in prices would ab 
| any diminution of revenue < 

nt upon a reduction In g

< $ V



havê the coal mining - .
virtually at their mercy.” he | 
says.

"This is so because 11 coal has 
a market that heavy fuel oil 
wants, all the oil companies have 
to do is to lower fuel oil to a 
price which coal can NOT meet, I 
and then recoup themselves for j 
any losses therefrom by charg­
ing a higher price for gasoline.”
COLLIERIES ACCUSED

The Commissioner also levels j 
at Canadian Collieries (Duns-1 
muir) Limited, Vancouver Island's 
largest operators, the same 
(Jiarge of selling below cost that 
he applies to oil companies.

"It will be obvious that if Ca-I 
nadian Collieries has a good com- L 
plaint against the oil companies I 
for selling heavy fuel oil below I 
cost, then for the same reason the 1 
domestic coal consumer must I 
have an equally good complaint I 
against Canadian Collieries fori 
selling below cost to railways and I 
Industry."

| GASOLINE PRICES
In the first section of his re-1 

I port, Mr. Justice Macdonald I 
found that the retail price of I 
gasoline In Vancouver should not I 
have been more than 18 cents I 
per gallon, based on 1934 and I 
1935 conditions. Until the “multi­
plicity and duplication” of gaso-1 
line service stations was elimin­
ated, 23 cents per gallon would ]

; be a fair price.
Another section of the report I 

refers to "idle" property held by |
; Imperial OU Limited.

This states than an investlga-1 
I tion at the Land Registry office, 

only recently made, disclosed 
"that (with one exception) con I 
ner lots in Vancouver and vlcin-1 
ity amounting, according to trans­
fer values, to enearly a quarter of I 
a million dollars, were purchased J 
between 1927 and 1931.” The re-1 
port says service stations were j 
not erected on these lots, pur- J 
suant In my opinion to the policy I 
of maintaining prices and pre-1 
venting competition.”
REFERS TO LOSSES 

| Mr. R. M. Pldgeon, 2. C. 1 
I manager of Imperial Oil, as re-1 
j ported October 12, 1938, stated | 
I that 'evidence was presented to I 
| Dr. Carrothers indicating that I 
j the Industry is losing money in I British Columbia. This is presum- 
I ably apart from any proposed I 
I reductions In gasoline prices. It I 
I is not stated whether there was I 
I any diminution In the volume of I 
I sales—or if costs were higher.
| The purchase of the Idle property 
I referred to might possibly repre- 
I sent the "loss” or part of it.
I These purchases ought really to 
I Indicate a lucrative business In [ 
I this province.”
I OIL TAXATION

The commissioner finds that I 
I while heavy fuel oil competes I 
I unfairly with coal, furnace oil, I 
I used mainly In household heat- 
I ing appears "to be sold in fair 
I competition.

"Heavy fuel oil now bears I 
I two direct taxes—the 1714 cents I 

per barrel provincial tax and the f 
I eight per cent Dominion sales * 1 
I tax—while coal has no direct | 
I tax, not even the sales tax.
I "In the circumstances, there-] 
I fore, If heavy fuel oil will sell to 
I larger building heating plants 
I at economic delivered prices and ] 
I coal will not, we see no justifies- J 
“ > for penalizing heavy fuel c 

of

■ The commissioner says he fav-1 
I ors a "customs duty on imported 
I heavy fuel oil high enough to en- 
I able it to be sold at economic de- L 
I livered prices.” In 1935, heavy I 
I fuel oil delivered direct to coastal [ 
I points from of -efrie the province I 
I had an advajJ f over British I 
I Columbia prt fuel oil not I
J compensated fei by the existing I 
I customs duty of 1714 cents a bar-
I tel-

Unless the additional duty is 
I put on, he claims, "the price of 
I British Columbia heavy fuel oil
I to large users may be dictated by 
| California heavy fuel oil dumped

into this province at prices which l 
can not be competed with, either | 
by British Columbia fuel oil or by f

II coal.”
"The lower the price at which I 

British Columbia processed fuel 
oil sells in order to compete with 1 

| California heavy fuel oil, the I 
, greater the heavy fuel oil losses I 
I to be absorbed by British Colum- j 
I bia processed gasoline,” he com-1 
I ments.
I COAL OUTPUT

' Mr. Justice Macdonald says to I 
I the end of 1936 British Columbia’s 8 
I coal Industry production 96,056, f 
1118 short tons valued at $340,699,-1 
1557. But from 1910 to 1935, when g 
lthe population increased by 90 j 
I per cent, coal production dropped I 
157.57 per cent.

Ban on Orient 
Immigration

'No More Japanese or Chinese Should | 
Enter This Country'; Compromise 

On Conservative Resolution

Summary of Fuel Probe Findings j
By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—Mr. Justice M. A. Macdonald made the 
I following findings on coal in the third section of his report on 
the coal and petroleum industries of British Columbia: 

j Under proper conditions of firing, coal is equal to a similarly 
designated fuel oil in boiler furnaces, 

j In stationary plants, the same efficiency can be expected from 
coal and heavy fuel oil.

| Coal is the logical and economical fuel in this province since fuel 
oil is not produced here.

| Coal can be used with a substantial saving in building heating 
plants, such as office buildings, hotels, departmental stores and 
institutions. Tests already conducted prove this.

I In stationary and industrial power plants, coal can be used with
] substantial savings, whether pulverized or mechanically stoked.__
Properly qualified engineers should be employed to get the best ||

I results from coal. if®
j Instead of coal being a decadent fuel, as some sources suggest, g 

experience in Great Britain and the United States shows it is 
one of the most fruitful fields for commercial research.

| To British Columbia it is important that such scientific study 
should be encouraged.

| Diesel or furnace oil used in dwelling houses does not compete 
with automatically fired coal, even on today’s competitive prices.

[LOSES MARKET
I Vancouver Island coal has lost a large market because of its high I 

cost of production and distribution. Alberta coal and sawdust | 
burners are two big competitors.

| Reduced charges of building heating plants should not be over* 
scome by higher charges to domestic consumers of coal.

Automatic coal-burning equipment would increase the market for I 
pea and slack coal, but domestic consumers should be pro-1 
tected against an increase in price of these coals.

| Establishment of central coal-distributing depots, or some modifi­
cation of this principle, is the only way the present high dis- I 
tribution charges can be reduced so that coal can compete in I 
building heating plants with heavy fuel oil, if the latter wi— 
sold at economic delivered prices.

| Rouses and other buildings, it says, should be constructed to re* I 
ceive coal in bulk unsacked, and should be equipped with auto» j 
matic coal stokers.

By Sen Staff Reverter

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—As the last act of Its present ses- j 
sion the Legislature prepared today to put British Columbia 1 
on record as opposed to further Oriental immigration in j 

Canada.
After a full dress debate on the! 

Whole Oriental problem this mom- 8 
ing the House was asked by the| 
Government to declare Its view# 
that no more Japanese or Chinese | 
should enter this country.

I WOULD SCRAP AGREEMENT 
This motion was a compromise! 

Ion a Conservative proposal that| 
I the House ask for the repeal otC 
j the “gentlemen’s agreement” withl 
I Japan under which 150 Japanese 8 
| are admitted to British Columbia]

annually.
Previously the Provincial Gov-1 

eminent had opposed this motion! 
as embarrassing to the Canadian! 
Government during a period of] 
world tension.

But today's motion sponsored! 
by D. W. Strachan of Dewdney ln-i 
dicated it was prepared to favorf 
Oriental exclusion In different! 
words.

Conservatives adjourned de-E 
bate on the Strachan motion un-J 
til this afternoon, determined to 
fight for repeal of the "gentle-0 
men’s agreement,” but they wlllg 
be outvoted by Liberals before] 
the day Is out.

Meanwhile R. W. Bruhn, Con-1 
servative of Salmon Arm, moved] 
a motion condemning the Fed-g 
eral government for failure toi 
reduce the number of Japanese® 
In fishing on this coast, but he1 
withdrew it after a long argu-j 
ment when It became clear the| 
government would amend It toF 
praise the Federal authorities forti 
their handling of the problem off 
Orientals In fishing.

| MUST LOOK AHEAD
British Columbia, said MrJ 

j Bruhn, must look ahead 50 :
Hand by restricting Orientals’ activ-g 
J I ties now cause them to adju 
3 themselves to the needs of I 
] province in the future.

He traced the heavy Increase 1 
l the number of fishing
I issued to Japanese here In l 
I years.

J. A. Paton, Conservative, 1 
] Grey, suspected that 
I Is subsidizing Japanese fishermen 
! who are all buying big boats pow-J 
| ered with new Diesel engines.

“There Is something i 
I about that," he warned, "parficu-B 
jlarly as we know every cove i 

r on our coast has been Into 
’ Japanese fishermen.”

: did not regard Japan, !
, as a potential enemy.
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: B.Ç. Legislature Has Done 
In New Enactments Tltis Session

Ho. G. S. Pearson, Minister ofl 
Labor.

“If we drive them out of oneti 
industry they bob up somewhefraj 
else. It’s like ring around a rosyj| 
But I am absolutely opposed togj 
the admission of more Japaneses 
laborers in Canada.

“But every Japanese who hasg 
a fishing license is a naturalized[| 
British subject.”

Mr. Pearson said he and him 
father before him had fought foil 
Oriental exclusion.

He gave the House figures top 
show that only 14 and one-halfj| 
per cent of the fishermen now 
operating are Japanese compared^ 
with 40 per cent in 1921 beforei 
Canada started to reduce Japan! 
ese licenses.

While Japanese do not domin-B 
ate the industry Mr. Pearson!,] 
made it clear he was not arguing® 
against a further reduction in| 
Japanese licenses.

He showed how the present! 
| provincial government, reversing^ 
| the policy of its predecessor, had! 
] greatly reduced the number ofl 

Orientals in fish packing plants! 
i and turned the jobs over to white! 
j men­
ti NO “PERSECUTION”
I One returned soldier, Captj 
|Macgregor Macintosh, Conserva*! 
j tive, urged the House to act nowf 
I on Orientals or blame itself for! 
I results later, and the other one* 
tj armed veteran in the House, Captj 
| C. R. Bull, Liberal, demanded!

ceiTT of their wages, instead of] 
62 % per cent, $125 instead of $100 
for funerals and raising widows’]

Government Attitude to 
Business and to Courts : 

Leading Issues

By Sa» Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—With \ 
a broad program of legisla- \ 
tion passed British Colum- 
bia’s legislature is heading 
for prorogation tonight.

By far the outstanding law of 
the session, now in its seventh • 
week, is the utility bill.

Built up, tom down and rebuilt [ 
through many long hours of com-( 
mittee work, the finished product | 
is in 132 sections containing 12,- h: 

I 000 words. Over a wide field it r 
gives the government and a new} 
three man utility commission the ^ 
authority to decide how much |? 
people shall pay for electric light, ? 
transportation, water, telephones [ 
and telegraph, up to a point, and f 
the kind of service they should h 
have.
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

Out of this

FARM RELIEF
In the way of financial relief! 

for farmers and real estate own-j 
ers, problems still lingering from! 
the depression, several measures! 
were passed. Chiefly there was! 

I the power to write off hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on debts 
owed the Land Settlement Board.

allowances 
month.

The Government’s financial | 
policy was not greatly changed] 
during the session. Of major im-| 
portance for the future, however,] 
was a Revenue Act amendment 
which completes Finance Minister! 
John Hart’s authority to deal with 
the big problem of refinancing 
some $57,000,000 worth of maturi­
ties during the nëxt four years. 
He was left pretty well with a 
freë hand to meet this situation 
as it comes along.
PROFITS TAX

Mr. Hart's new plan to get at 
undistributed profits in family 
corporations went through des­
pite some opposition from busi­
ness men, but on his assurance, it] 
is aimed only at a few holding! 
companies. The Finance Mini 
properties, and the forest branch! 
vincial expenditure at the $29,000,1 
000 level.

Politically speaking, the redis! 
tribution bill provided some oi 
the liveliest moments of the ses! 
sion, bringing the usual chargeai 
of gerrymander. In brief, it leave» 
the House the same size with 48 
members, but restores the old A1-] 
berni riding, throws the Islands] 
into Nanaimo, and separates Oak] 
Bay from Victoria into a separate] 
seat.

The government took two] 
steps in its campaign to suppress] 
venereal disease. It will be able, 
when it decides, to insist that alh 
people take a blood test before^ 
they can get a marriage license. 
This does not come into effect] 
right away, because there is not 
enough accommodation at proJ 
vincial laboratories to offer free 

It also took wider author-

$35 to $40 a

Dyking interest charges were ! 
passed up again, and the mora­
torium on mortgages was renew­
ed for another year.

As usual there was a good deal1 
of legislation dealing with muni-i 
ci parities. The municipal pen-! 
sion scheme was revamped to put] 
the fund on a sound basis, but it 
left municipal employees with; 
- taller pensions. Guarantees of 
< eap federal loans to cities for* 
' lf-liquidating works were au- 

jrized, adoption of the two-' 
platoon system for fire depart­
ments in all municipalities was 
approved, and a variety pf1 
amendments put into the general
Municipal Act and “special Van- j 
couver laws.

Automobile drivers, and their! 
insurance companies, are reliev-j 
ed of liability for injuries toi 
their passengers in accidents un­
der another group of actsi An-: 
other gives legality to the estab­
lishment of credit unions. j

The mines department was ■ 
given additional powers to en­
force its policies of encouraging] 
actual development of mining] 
properties, and the forse branch 
got wider authority to pursùe its j 
forest protection plans, includ-1 
ing an increase in the tax on; 
timbermen from 4 to 6 cents per I 
acre. An important change In] 
the Land Act empowers the gov-! 
ernment to waive its one-quartet i 
interest in new townships.

measure, and
changes in the Coal and Petro- j 
leum Act designed to bolster its t 
validity, arose the most signifi-j 
cant issues of the session:
First, the government’s attitude 

toward businèss.
Second, the government’s rela­

tion with the courts.
Throughout the session busi­

ness and industrial leaders have 
kept a watchful eye on proceed- ! 
ings, fearful the administration 
intended to take sweeping control 
over business. Finally the Pré^ 

j mier went out of his way to dis­
pel their fears and assure them 

I it meant no harm, wanted co-op- 
; eration, and simply seeks to deal 
| with a problem that has long 
i needed attention.

The power of the courts to 
upset legislation and block the 
government’s plans was forcibly 
brought home by the gasoline 
injunction which brought about 
Attorney-General. Wismer’s' fuel 
act amendments that, he told the 
House, should win his case in the 
Supreme Court. With this ex- 
perienceperience in mind the

Premier Pattullo suggested | 
that if the House ept condemn-! 
ing the federal government this j 
would make difficult negotiations h 
between the province and the Do-6 
minion.

This would apply whether a Û 
Liberal or Conservative govern-1 
ment were in office in Ottawa. 1

British Columbia, he said, re-.j 
alize that the Orientals were here! 
and must live.

They could not be driven from j 
one industry to another and could j 
not all be repatriated.

Mr. Bruhn denied he had any] 
political uotive in proposing his j 

: resolution and withdrem it only 
becahse he sam the government 
Intended to force through an 
amendment by Mr. Pearson com­
mending the federal government 
handling of Japanese fishiny li- 
denses.

| Rather than praise the federal 
| authorities Mr. Bruhn dropped 
I his plan to condemn them know- 
I ing he was outnumbered by the 
I Liberals. ___

tests.
ity to make people take treat­
ment for venereal diseases.

Utilities Bill, With Slight 
Changes, Finally Sanctione

against rates or other fac­
tual orders of the’Utility" 
Commission.

(3) If the government decides 
it cannot settle a point of 
fact it may allow the case 
to go to the courts.

The last point was thé one 
introduced in the final debate, 
altering the position of the gov­
ernment which previously had] 
declined to allow appeals on] 
fact.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con­
servative leader, briefly pro­
tested. Herbert Anscomb, Con­
servative, Victoria, moved to 
kill the government’s control] 
of the commission, but mus­
tered only eight Conservative

By Son Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—With 

little debate, the Legislature 
Thursday gave fin^l sanction 
to the bill to regulate public 
utilities.

The government provided a 
last-minute surprise by chang­
ing, for the second time, its 
formula on appeals against 
ruling of the utilities commis­
sion.

As finally adopted the bill 
sets out the following proce­
dure for appeals:
(1) An appeal can be taken at 

any time to the Appeal 
Court on matters of law

... “d Jurisdiction.
(2) An appeal can be made to 

the provincial cabinet
with labor groups ever 
measure was adopted.

The other move o1 t 
labor was the Increase 1

votes.



tree 
Smart Men 
Tested in 
House

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
The Vancouver Sun’s Staff Reporter

VICTORIA., Dec. 10.—The] 
second session of the Nine­
teenth Legislature of British I 
Columbia belongs now to the 
ages. They are welcome to it.

Last night the session died, ac­
cording to old custom, in disorder 
and merriment, and was buried 
under a blizzard of old papers 
heaved into the air by howling 
legislators. They are goinr 

home for tl- 
Christmas ho 
days, like bo> j 
released fro'i-1 
school, and they! 
have earned their | 
rest.

The second 
session of the 
nineteenth legis­
lature has gone 
down into his­
tory, where it 
may be little 
noted nor long 

j remembered, but 
it had its points. 
In the develop­
ment of our leg- 
islative structure 

in British Columbia, and in the 
development of figures who will 
re-make that structure in the 
days ahead, it was, comparatively 
speaking, an Important session. 
Also, it was a peculiarly earnest 
and intelligent session, a fact no 
taxpayer is perhaps expected to 
believe.

This session was a test for 
three men. It was a test, first, 
for the new leader of the Con­
servative Party, Mr. Maitland, 
and it is the view of this report­
er that he met it well.

Careful and Dignified
He has some way to go yet, 

perhaps three years ol testing, 
before the public decides in 1941 
whether he is big enough to be 
premier ol this province. But 
his start was well-planned—quiet, 
even repressed and deadly seri­
ous. By the end of the session 
the old laughing, carefree after- 
dinner Maitland was pronounced 
extinct, deliberately killed by 
the new, sober-sided, grim Mr. 
Maitland, who already feels the 
mantle of office and the hand of 
history heavy on his shoulder.

We rather miss the old Mait­
land, though. We rather miss 
also the rough-riding, two-gun 
opposition leadership that we 
have had from such men as 
Messrs. Pattullo, Pooley knd 
Bowser. Mr. Maitland thinks his 
method of repression, leaning 

i backwards to be dignified, is best 
I suited to these grave times, 
1 when electorates are too worried 
I to be Interested in party poli- 
l tics. The smart kind of party 
(politic* thus is to appear to have 
‘none.

'ismer's Test
Maitland's handling 

l his group left not!

jnent ancPlairness. What he : 
hot yet proved is that his policy 
differs in any fundamental from 

«he policy of this government He 
lean claim that he is a better 
Jadminlatrator, more competent, 
Imore honest. But up to now he 
"cannot claim to have found a 
[better basic program or offered 

■any new solution. Perhaps there 
gisn’t room for one within the nar­

row confines of the provincial 
government.

The second man put to the test | 
was Attorney-General Wismei. 
You couldn’t count his first ses-1 
sion last year, when he was tool 
new at the job to take hold com-1 
pletely. This was his first work-1 
ing session and he carried the I 
main load of the government, .as I 
an attorney-general must.

He carried it far more ably | 
than his best friends had dared I 

rto hooe. This remarkable man I 
a came into the government withe 

the reputation of being one ot 
the best fellows in British Col- 
umbia, but with no serious 
thought of administration, no de­
sire—so it was believed—for hard 
work or the cares of office. He 
has turned out to be one of the 
most useful cabinet ministers 
we have had here in years.

This session he settled down to 
work, worked night and day, 
handled the whole legislative 
program, fought a major legal 
case on the side and put through 
a public utility act, the most im­
portant law passèd in recent 
times.

i . Also, to the surprise of his 
friends, he became a first-rate 
debater, all the more effective 
because he wastes no time, 
speaks briefly and hâs no bitter­
ness in him to make future trou­
ble for the government. And! 
through it all he has retained his I 
extraordinary capacity for mak­
ing friends, of grinning his way I 
boyishly out of any difficulty, ot 
compelling everyone in this j 
House to like him by his friend-' 
Iiness and his bursting joy of I 
life.

Mr. Pattullo has no more use­
ful lieutenant. If he stays in I 
politics, which he says he'won’t, 
and keeps his nose to the grind-1 
stone this way, he may go f ar. |

| Smart Leadership
The th ”d man on trial was 

young Mr. Winch. All events of 
thi . session singled him out be 
yond question as the strongest 
figure in the socialist movement 
in British Columbia. By his own 
will he was not called the House 
leader, b he led the C.C.F. 
group all the way and led it with 
remarkable success.

I Under his direction the social­
ists have had a most definite ef­
fect on the business and legisla­
tion of this country. Even from 
the standpoint of capitalism, this 
has probably been a good effect 
on the whole,‘for checks and bal­
ances are the very essence of our 
democratic system, the delicate 
machinery which keeps it on the I 
tracks.

Also under Mr. Winch the 
group has survived a storm 
which might well have washed it 
up. Battening down its hatches, 
keeping a stiff upper lip, the C. 
C.F. group has come through the 
storm so far, somewhat battered 

in no real danger.

I But it has yet to deal with tht 
key problem of Dr. Telford and 
with the unsound system which

der the remote control of a coif 
mittee. It is Mr. Winch who has I 
raised this latter issue and will! 
fight it to a finish inside the! 
party. In the end he may well| 
be the party leader.

These were the men tried and! 
not found wanting in this ses-1 
sion. The issues developed may, F 
in the end, prove more important! 
in our politics. The main issue, I 
of course, is the control of public I 
utilities, on which the next pro-1 
vincial election campaign may [ 
be fought.

This public utility act is only 
the beginning of it. Oceans of 
controversy, o f investigation, 
regulation lie ahead before the 
consumer feels the effect of 
what was done here this week. 
But because the consumer must 
feel it directly in the end. this is 
the stuff of which politics are 
made, on which governments 
win or lose.

Finally, their performance 
here in the last seven weeks 
must have affected the standing 
of the government, the Conserva­
tives and Socialists in that inarti­
culate but sensitive organ, the 
public mind. What the public 
thought of it all, how it regarded 
the little incidents that seemed 
so important to us, whether it 
saw or remembered anything 
very definitely, we at the centre 
of events, cannot know. Lessfi 
than anyone can we know the 
public mind, but the members of 
this legislature will find out 
when they go home for Christ­
mas. At the moment, perhaps, 
the old wish of a Merry Christ­
mas has a rather hollow sound m 
their ears.

This much can be said—the 
public was earnestly served by all 
three parties in this House, which 
are at least equal in intelligence 
and virtue to the average of the 
people outside. How well it was 
served time will show.

After saying fearful things 
about our politicians of all sides 
for years and years, and after 
seeing some other systems work 
in Europe, this chronicler ven 
tures the humble opinion at the 
session’s end that democracy, 
even in its smaller aspects here 
in British Columbia, is the only 
system that would suit our breed, 
and that, with all its delay, 
clamor and exasperation we’d bet 
,ter hang on to it.

Hurl Papers at Maitland in 
Quiet Ceremony

'Oxford, Cambridge,
Give U.B.C. High Grade'
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—The Uni­

versity of British Columbia Is 
classed as a “grade A" institu­
tion by Oxford and Cambridge, 
Hon. G. M. Weir, Minister of 
Education, told the Legislature 
when a motion by Mrs. D. G. 
Steeves (C.C.F.) came up for 
discussion.

The motion, which was de­
feated, called for a committee of 
the whole House "to consider the 
question ot how the university 
can be made to serve the cause 
of democratic education more 
adequately in the future."

“Personally I would tike to see 
the students' fees cut to $100 or 
less,” Dr. Weir said.

Dr. J. J. Gillls asserted that 
the U.B.C. was only available for 
the rich. J

Weir, Wismer 
In Action at 

Prorogation

By Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 10. —In the 
customary brief closing cere­
mony, quieter than usual, Lieu­
tenant Governor E. W. Hamber, 
in Windsor uniform, prorogued 
the legislature at 9 p.m. Friday, 
giving assent to seventy bills 
passed during the six and c«<- 
half weeks’ sitting.

Galleries were crowded to see 
His Honor arrive, accompanied 
by military and naval aides, but 
the only excitement they saw 
was the battle of papers. There 
was no sing-song. Best part ot 
the action was Hon. G. M. Weir, 
provincial secretary, hurling huge 
packets of printed bills at R. L. 
Maitland, K.C., opposition leader, 
ably assisted by Attorney Gen­
eral Wismer.

The government allowed one 
of its minor bills to die on the 
order paper. It was an amend­
ment to the Hours of Work Act 
that would have prevented eva­
sion of work-hour laws by fake 
partnerships.

Dr. J. D. Hunter’s resolution 
urging a system of hospital in­
surance also died on the paper 
despite the protest of Mr. Mait­
land.



Sweepstakes to Assist 
Hospitals Find Favor

Victoria Sees Last Minute Dash to Pass Legislation 
As Prorogation Ceremonies Approach

By Sun Stuff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—In the final dash for prorogation 

Friday afternoon the Legislature put itself on record with 
a variety of opinions, dealing with resolutions that have 
stood on the order paper for weeks. Some were passed. Some

m Se­
vere rejected and others were amended and approved, 
ind approved.
Chief among those

vere::
1. A resolution of Thomas 

Uphill, Labor, Fernie, favoring 
sweepstakes, conducted either 
by the Dominion or provincial 
governments, with 25 per cent 
of gross proceeds for hospitals.

2. A resolution brought in by 
Capt. Macgregor

passed
Oriental exclusion went

[through on an unrecorded vote 
[after Conservatives protested the 
(wiping out of their motion thatV- »!------ ■

the gentlemen’s agreement with 
Japan be abrogated. They ap­
pealed the speaker's ruling and 
lost on a 27-14 straight party 
division.Macintosh, 

Conservative, The Islands, and 
amended by D. W. Strachan, 
Liberal, Dewdney, favoring to­
tal exclusion of any more Japa­
nese and Chinese from Canada.

3. A resolution urging the 
! federal government to construct 
and maintain national high­
ways or co-operate with the 

i province in building them.
4. A resolution askine Ottawa 

to consider reduction of the old 
age pension limit, this being 
Mr. Pearson’s amendment of a 
motion by R. W. Bruhn that 
asked pensions for all at 65.

5. A resolution of Dr. J. D. 
Hunter, Conservative, Victoria, 
that continued attention be paid 
to the problem of tuberculosis 
among Indians.
Those defeated included:

1. Harold motion
urging the government to ask 
Ottawa to put the B. C. Tele­
phone Company under provin­
cial control.

2. A motion of L. H. Eyres, 
Conservative, Chilliwack, urg­
ing the House consider exces­
sive freight rates on feed 
grains.

3. A motion by E. E. Winch, 
C.C.F., Burnaby, urged the

lands were well tilled now with-! 
>ut starting a scrap with the tele­
phone company.

Party lines split in the division] 
on the motion, with H. G, Perry, 
Liberal, Yale, and Dr. J. J. Gillis, 
Liberal, Yale, voting with the 
C.C.F. members. The Conserva­
tives joined the government on 
the issue.
RULING APPEALED

resolution
through
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ie
Licences For B.C Citizens

V»y atarr nepresentetive) 1
VICTORIA, Nov. 80.—Pre-marital 

P9«| venereal disease testa are to be made 
BPscompulsory In British Columbia, ac- 

KSjPjcording to an amendment to the 
JHyaMarriage Act, introduced in the 
■Btlvegistature on Tuesday by Hon. 
g! George M. Weir, provincial secre- 
"ury.

The amendment ie a modification! 
lof a bill introduced at several pre-| 
Bvious sessions of the Legislature,
I by E. E. Winch, C. C. F. member)
I for Burnaby. j

It orders that no marriage li- 
pcence shall be issued until there 
ihas been filed with the issuer of 
| marriage licences a certificate ln| 
y respect of each party to the in- 
gjtended marriage showing:
= 1. That a standard laboratory!

I test has been made in an approvedf 
laboratory of the blood of the party 
to the intended marriage with a 
view to the determination of syph­
ilis:
2. That the blood specimen was| 
taken by a medical practitioner reg­
istered under the Medical Act,| 
within 20 days prior to the issuance 
of the marriage licence, or solemn-i 
ization of the marriage: L

3. That the result of the blood ft 
test has been made known to bojthF 
parties to the intended marriage.

An exemption Is given “in a case]

I of extreme emergency’* provided 
that the parties concerned make a, 
statutory declaration to the effect1 
that to the best of his or her knowl­
edge, he or she is free from syph­
ilis in a transmissable form.
This exemption would apply, also, 

Bin the case of the parties being in 
Ian isolated area, far from a labor* 
gatory. It is the intention of the 
«government, however, to establish 

g laboratories all over the province, 
The News-Herald was informed. 
There are twenty sections to the 

|new bill, most of them being minor) 
nendments, to regulations under 
ithe act.

! . ■ ■

$5,500,000 VOTED 
IN ESTIMATES

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Nov. 30.—Presslm 

the work of the session in an ef­
fort to reach prorogation ne: 
week, the Legislature, In commit-L 
tee of the whole on Tuesday night,|| 
rave approval to estimates total­
ing more than $6,500,000.

In rapid succession, the members) 
went through the following esti­
mates :

Provincial secretary, $6,163,067; 
Department of Mines, $301,030; 
Department of Trade and Industry, 
$256,649; Department of Railways 
$21,330; Premier’s office, $19,040.

Some votes in the Department 
çf Municipal Affaire were alec 
dealt with before the House ad­
journed at 11:16 p.m.

mBassæam.
;1 ' U'; ' H'
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PASSENGER HAZARD TO BE (UT 
FROM MOTOR ACCIDENT SUITS
Autoists Would Not 

[$» Liable For Injury 
ro Riders In Cars

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Nov. 80.—Elimina- 

tlon of the "passenger hasard** In j 
automobile accident suits is aimed 
at In a bill being Introduced Into 
the Legislature during the next day 
or two by Hon. Gordon M. Wiemer, 
K.C., Attorney-General 

Mr. Winner has been studying 
such legislation tor some time, and 
ie confident that It will prove of 
real value to both motorists and 
Insurance companies.

Under the proposed bill, motor­
ists would not be responsible—ex­
cept in the case of commercial ve­
hicles carrying for compensation— 
for injuries. suffered by a passen­
ger riding In their car.

Mr. Wl»mer believes that dam- 
" suits brought by passengers In 

past ha» aggravated the pres- 
lnsuran'ce rate situation. Insur- 

ny officiale have ex- 
bellef that many such 

of collusion

Comments
from The
Capital
Tempers Flare as 
Members Probe 
Steel 'Steal'

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

VICTORIA, Dec. 1. — W. T. 
Stralth, Liberal member for Vic- 

| toria, who has rapidly been “getting 
in the hair’* of Opposition members 
during committee work, was rebuf­
fed by Rolf Bruhn and R. L. Mait­
land, K.C., during the Public Ac­
counts investigation of the Telford 
bridge charges on Wednesday and 
was quite huffed about it.

After Mr. Straith had been tell­
ing Dr. Telford what he could and 
could not do, Mr. Bruhn asked If the 
Victoria member was chairman of 

S the committee.
“No," said Mr. Maitland, “Mr. 

Kenney is chairman and Mr. 
Straith Is counsel for the govern-

Mr. Straith didn't like this at all 
and adopted an attitude of dignified 

b silence.

a

Comparison 01 
Steel Costs In 
Local Bridges
Inquiry Hears Span 
Over Fraser Cost 
$201 Per Ton

public accounts committee 
out for an excursion on the 
on Wednesday and ended 

up in the Skoda munition works, 
Czechoslovakia.

And Dr. J. Lyle Telford, who has 
ambitions for the mayoral chair In 
Vancouver, and who thought he was 
going to overthrow the government 

H| with startling charges about graft 
in the Pattullo bridge construction, 
looked just like a Sudeten refugee.

He was called “a dog chasing his 
tale,** he was shouted at, laughed 
at, jeered at. Harassed on all sides 
he continued to shout that he was 
“going to go down the line,” “go 
on the radio,*' “see this thing 
through If It takes six months.**

:

Ir

More Money Needed 
For Hospitals

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Nov. 80.—During tu<- 

House sitting last night considéra 
tlon of estimates 16 the provincla 

j secretary’s department brought 
j forth criticism from R. W. Bruhn 
1 Conservative, Salmon Arm, that the 
$50,000 allocated for grants to ho» 
pltals was Insufficient He felt 

I that the government was not pr< 
vldlng nearly sufficient for thl™ 
branch of the departments work. J

At a cost of $4000 a day (govern­
ment estimate on sessional costs)^ 
the benevolent, white-haired doctor | 
succeeded In proving:

Not that the government had 
overpaid some one $300,000 for con-1 
structlon of the bridge;

Not that there had bean eny | 
graft;

Not that there was 'e combine 
between bridge companies In Can­
ada;

But that the Skoda works pro- 
ices eteel $36 a ton cheaper then 
sewhere.
So what! I
(Incidentally the committee mem-1 
ire agree that the doctor Is white- 

aired, but they don’t think he la | 
mevolent.
With his famous “spit** curl I 

standing out straight with’Indigna-J 
tlon, Tom King shouted in the pub 
11c accounts Investigation: “Dr. Te

I ford’s out on a limb and now Is I 
trying to get off on another tack!” ■ 

The mixed metaphors didn’t 
"phase’* Dr. Telford, who continued 
to jump up and down, hurl denials, 
challenges, Innuendos. Bedlam 
broke loose. But even this and the 
hammering of Chairman E. T. Ken- 
ney’e gavel could not drown the 
stentorian tones of Mr. King, i 
ing: "Shame, shame!”

VICTORIA. Dec. 1.—(Staff Rep 
resentative)—Cost of structura 
steel !n the Pattullo Bridge .
$201 a ton. In the Lions Gate Bridgq 

Hit cost $204.
™ Major W. G. Swan, consulting 

engineer on both projects, gavi 
this Information. to the Public Ac 
counts Committee of the Leglsla 
ture on Wednesday when It openei 
an Investigation into Dr. Lyle Tell 
ford's charges of over-payment for] 
steel used In the New Westminstei 
span.

Dr. Telford’s charges were madtj 
In the House a week ago. He sal< 
that the actual cost of steel waj 
$140 a ton, and that the goveri 
ment had made an over-paymentl 
of “several hundred thousand dolj

Major Swan, who was closely) 
Interrogated by Dr. Telford . 
various subjects relative to conj 
structlon of the Pattullo Bridge! 
said that his comparison of thq 
two bridges was quite fair.

While the average cost of steel 
on the Lions Gate Bridge was $191 
this included all types and th< 

J price paid for structural steel com 
parable to that used in the Nevt 
Westminster span was $204. Thii 
was for the stiffening trusses and 
towers. The steel in the viaduct 
at the north end of the -Lions Gate 
Bridge cost $174, thus inducing the 
average.

To R. W. Bruhn, Conservative! 
member for Salmon Arm, Ma joli 
Swan said that the Dominion 
Bridge Company’s tender for con! 
structlon of the Pattullo. Bridg 
was $130,000 below that of the! 
Western Bridge Co., the unsuccessi 
ful tenderer.

Over a period of 10 years, 
the engineer, he has always 
mated the cost of steel at Ï0 cent! 
a pound. The price actually rang., 
from 8% cents to 11% or 12 centi 
a pound.

With v E. T. Kenney. Liberal 
member for Skeena. at chairman! 
the commit*r ->* of Ton 
King, Libera,, secretary;!
D. W. Strachan, Liberal, Dewdney-J 
R. H. Carson, Liberal, Kamloopsjfl 
Harold Winch, C.C.P., Vancouver! 
East; R. L. Maitland, K.C., tea 
er of the Opposition; C. R. Bull] 
Liberal, South Okanagan; W. T| 
Straith, Liberal, Victoria; C. s] 
Leary, Liberal, Kaslo-Slocan ;
W. Bruhn, Conservative, SalmoL_ 
Arm; C. H. Tupper, Liberal, Slmll-I 
kameen; Harry Johnston, Liberal! 
Revelstoke, and R. R. Burns,' Lib 
eral, Trall-Rossland.



Thursday (■ December 1, 1938.

«SWI COLLAPSE
HARGES

Sensational End To Bridge 
“Steal” Accusations As City 
IM.LA. Withdraws Statement
Complainant Rebuked By Colleagues for | 

Terming Hobbs 'Irresponsible Party* 1;
No Overpayments Revealed

Premier Notifies House That Government Will ! 
Hereafter Ignore Charges Made in Future, 
Unless Furnished in Writing

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—.Dr. 3. Lyle Telford on Wednesday I 

night dramatically withdrew his charges of over-payment of I 
$300,000 in construction of the Pattullo Bridge, and became | 
the object of censure at the hands of both private members ] 
and members of the government.

"Personally, I can take this on the chin. Perhaps 
I erred in believing I was accepting the statement of a 
responsible man."

This was Dr. Telford's statement in the Legislature after I 
the Public Accounts Committee which investigated his charges I 
had filed a report announcing his retraction.

His statement followed a declaration by Premier T. D. I 
Pattullo that in future the government would ignore any I 
charges unless they were placed in writing.

"We have had the illustration several times of members I 
making statements derogatory in character, and then finding! 
nothing in them," said Mr. Pattullo. "These create general dis-! 
trust in government. One would have thought the honorable I 
member's statements were going to rock this house. I am very I 
sorry the honorable member did make such statements."

Dr, Telford agreed that statements should be in writing,! 
ad tl!SWi4‘Tktn explanation was due.

I In criticising Dr. Telford for hie] 
| attack on Mr. Hobbs.

"No one with any sense would 
H suggest there was any responslbil-| 
iity In such a charge as this." safdl 
Ithe ‘ Attorney-yeneral. “He now | 
(' charges a respectable Vancouver k 
I citizen is irresponsible. There ought | 
| to be a rule of this House prevents ^ 
Ming such statements.”

ÎUIET AFTERNOON 
! SESSION OF HOUSE

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—With morel 

I than 20 members absent from the! 
I House In the Public Accounts Com-I 
imittee investigation of Dr. J. Lyle! 
I Telford’s Pattullo Bridge charges,! 
Ithe Legislature did little business| 
| on Wednesday afternoon.

Some bills were introduced and I 
I second and third readings given to|

Bills . introduced included ang 
I amendment to the U.B.C. act;f 
1 amendments to the Statute of Lin 
I tatlons act; Contributory Negli-I 
P gence a'ct; Motor Vehicle act and| 
| Mechanics’ Lien act

put i
“TTeel •sUf’hfc ’? *prdèflnite respon­

sibility,” he said. “I realize full well 
the seriousness of the charges I 
made. I felt I had the statements of 
a. responsible man on which to basé 
my charges.”

The report of the committee 
merely detailed the hearing of the 
investigation and added : *

'No evidence of any over-payment 
having been produced, Dr. Telford 
requestes permission to withdraw 
his chargee and on resolution, this 
was unanimously agreed to by the 
committee.”

The statements referred to by 
Dr. Telford were contained in the 
copy of a letter which Dr. Telford 
produced in the investigation and 
which he claimed had been writ­
ten by C. D. Hobbs, Vancouver 
representative of an English steel 
rope concern.
Mr. Hobbs refused to acknow­

ledge that he had written the letter.
Faced with this, Dr. Telford madf 

it known soon after the committi 
_ irted its night sitting, that gj 
wished to withdraw hie charge 
at least *nylifce it to |30 a ton

ém

basis of $&)’ over-payment,” he said. 
“Now, even the original letter, 
which Is in Vancouver, would not 
help. My charges are based on that 
letter.'

To Chairman E. T. Kenney, who 
was askfnf film if He withdrew, ttie 
doctor said : v . "

“I'm Just lettlhj this Inatter 
drop. You’ve got me Stopped now.
I have other charges but my two 
speeches In the House are over, 
and now I can't make them

The allegation thât Mr. Hobbs 
was “irresponsible” brought forth 
a storm from committee membei 
and subsequently in the Legisla-j 
tare. Louis Lebourdate, Frank Put-] 
nam. Captain C. R« Bull spoke 
letrongly about it, and oven Harold 
Winch, C. G. F. whip, asked Dr. 
Telford to withdraw that reference] 
on the grounds that Hobbs quqs»] 
tioned the authenticity of the lei 
ter.

“The authenticity is not qui 
led,” said Dr. Telford. “I can' 

..hdraw that. I’m not through
f- th.

Chief Witness In Steel Probe 
Charges Private File 'Missing'

(By Stiff Ripreientitive)
VICTORIA, Dec. 1.—By going Into world markets and! 

-buying steel from Czechoslovakia, the government could have] 
isaved approximately $35 a ton for steel used in construction of | 
lithe Pattullo Bridge. |
I And on this information, Dr. J. Lyle Telford on Wednes-] 
Iday night based his charges that there had been over-payment] 
I for steel used in the bridge construction.

In an investigation by the Public Accounts Committee] 
■which several times threatened to break up in utter confusion,] 
|Dr. Telford denied the $300,000 over-payment charge which]
I he made in the House a week ago.

"From time to time throughout < 
this investigation I have pointed 

| out, and I point out again now,”
| shouted E. T. Kenny, chairman,

"The charge being Investigated 
fry this committee is that there 

! was an over-payment of $300,000 
for steel. I demand that we deal 

| with that subject only.”
Time and time again Mr. Kenney 

.«toted out that the contract made 
lout by the government insisted 
|that only Canadian or British steel 

hould be used. Earlier in thi

quiry witnesses had said they con-1 
eidered the $201 a ton paid for the I 
Pattullo Bridge steel a fair price.] 
DOG CHASING TAIL1 

Dr. Telford, harassed on alii 
sides, endeavored to side-step the] 
“$300,000” charges. He was met 
with shouts of “Shame! Shame!”] 
amid loud calls for oAlev by the 
chairman, and a steady hammer- ; 
lng of the chairman's gavel.
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1„P« get Wing glovee and go 
to it" shouted B. W. Bruhn. Con­
servative, Salmon Arm, above the 
bedlam of sound.
“Dr. Telford le like a dog ©ha* 

lng hie tall. If we stay here all 
week, we won't get any further, 
said Captain C. 8. Leary, Llbei* 
al, Kaelo-Slocan.
Harold Winch, C.C.F., Vancouver 

East, moved an adjournment, and 
that action be taken to find out 
what price was being paid for steel 
in the various steel-making coun­
tries of the world at the time the 
bridge was built. This found no sec­
onder, however, and after a few 
more moments of excitement it was 
decided to adjourn for dinner, to 
proceed at 8 p.m.
First witness called during the 

I afternoon sitting of the investiga- 
Stion was Hon. Frank M. MacPher- 
Ison, Minister of Public Works, who 
atold of arrangements leading up to 
{awarding of the contract for the 

ridge.
Dr. Telford claimed that the 

625,000 paid to the Fraser River 
Fridge Company for its franchise 

Should be added to the cost of the 
J i»el. This met with laughter from 
N the committee members. 
lUVELY INTERLUDE
"Yes, I'll go into that franchise,"

I muttered the imperturbable doc­
tor.

"The workmen got $600,000, too,”
| said Tom King, Liberal, Columbia.

"Is that to be added to the cost 
2 of the steel alsof

"Oh, I don’t mind that," said

I Dr. Telford, "But you know there 
was $225,000 overpaid there to 
start with. There appears to have 
been collusion between the gov­

ernment and . . ."
Here there was an Interruption 
| from several members. *

"Are you going to tty and stop- 
me?" he asked, as Mr. Kenney en* 
deavored to confine him to the 
original complaint. "I have evidence 
the government turned down other 
companies, yet this company, which 
had no qualifications, was paid 

$225,000." *
“That was approved by the Leg-

ÏMature,” said R. L. Maitland K.C., 
leader of the opposition.

"Yés, and the government has

I since gone to the country and been 
returned," interjected R. R. Burns, 

Liberal, Rossland-Trail.
Thumping his gavel, Mr. Kenney

I asked Dr. Telford to proceed with 
the witness.

"Well, I’ll let Mr. MacPherson 
I go now" he said. "He haa admitted 

| he paid this $225,000."
| There were denials of this from 

MacPherson, and several of 
he committee members.

"The government, not me," said 
> minister.
|VALUABLE FRANCHISE

E. M. Boyd, secretary of the 
| Northern Construction Co. Ltd.,

I was then called. His company was 
ne of the subcontractors, he eaid. 

Reinforcing steel had been bought 
at a cost of 3.9 cents a pound which 
he considered a fair price at the 
time. After several questions which 
carried the committee down the 

Fraser River to the proposed Lad­
ner bridge, he also was released. 
Next witness was James A. Coll-

I ins, head of the Fraser River Bridge 
Company, who presented the com­

mittee with an imposing list of his 
bridge building contracts in Can- 

He itemized dozens of them, 
Lethbridge to Prince Georg» 

l New Westminster to the ~

Vlth that record, I think ybui 
have financed the bridge! 
Ives," eaid Dr. Telford. f 

were prepared to, DodtorJ 
government — wisely.

tlon of the 
Collins.

HAS "GRAVE DOUBTS"
Almost sensational was the evi-| 

dence given by C. D. Hobbs, Van-1 
couver representative of a British I 
steel rope company, who refused I 
to acknowledge as his the letter 1 
upon which Dr. Telford had based [ 
his original charges.

The letter, Dr. Telford admitted. I 
was a copy of the original. Faced I 
with it Mr. Hobbs said he could I 
not swear it had been written by! 
him, he had "grave doubts abouti 
it", and the stenographer’s initials! 
on it were not the initials of his | 
own stenographer.

Furthermore, he added, he had, 
despite a diligent search, been 
unable to find one of hie files of 
confidential letters. He would 
"like very much to know" where 
Dr. Telford got the letter.

"I'd like to know where you 
’got this letter," Frank Putnam, 
Liberal, Nelson-Creston, said to 
Dr. Telford.

"So would I," added Mr. Hobbs.
Dr. Telford would not tell.

. The letter purported to be onej 
written by Mr. Hobbs to a Mr. Lloyd 
of the White Cross Company, War! 
rington, England. It averred thatt 
"a price of $140 a ton would em-jj 
barrass the steel companies of Can!

] ada.”
"How did Dr. Telford get this let! 

ter? Did he swipe it?” asked Rollf 
S Bruhn.

"If Mr. Hobbs will go and look 
again, he will find his file, all right”! 
eaid Dr. Telford. "This letter camef 
from the other end. He’s all rlghtj 
He needn’t worry."

Mr. Bruhn repeated his question*!
Mr. Hobbs said:
"I’d just love to know ! "
A moment later Dr. Telford] 

turned to answer an interjection byl 
R. H. Carson, Liberal, Kamloops! 
and said that Canadian bridge coip-| 
panies had formed a combine am 
that the government was in collus-| 
ion with them.

The committee laughed heartlly.J
“I’m going through with this

I it takes six months," shouted the| 
harassed doctor.
Next, and final witness of the! 
afternoon was J. C. Boyes, bridge] 
engineer, who, under examination 
by Dr. Telford, said that $140 a ton| 
steel would be from Belgium—and! 
that not fabricated. The cheapest! 
steel obtainable, to his own knowl-1 
fdge, was from the Skoda works! 
Czechoslovakia, which would be $36! 
a ton cheaper than the steel used g 
in the Pattullo Bridge.

"Would Dr. Telford suggest that I 
this government should have gone 
to Czechoslovakia for its steel?” | 
asked Mr. Putnam.
"I «till say it’s a ‘steal’,” said th 

Doctor. "I deny saying we should] 
have gone to Czechoslovakia, 
never mentioned Czechoslovakia, 
say we should have had bids fron 
the bridge-builders of the world and 
accepted the lowest tender.

"You limited the Pattullo Bridge!

1 contract to two companies in Can-| 
ada which are working fifty-fifty.""

igl

AN IGNOMINIOUS 
COLLAPSE

Dr. Lyle Telford, M.L.A., is quoted as “not 
worrying’’ after the collapse of his grave 
charges against the Government of allowing 
large overpayments on the Pattullo Bridge 
contract.

But the public of British Columbia is wor­
rying, and while there are varying schools of 
thought on the matter in Vancouver and else­
where in the province, there is unanimous 
agreement that it is time unsupported charges, 
usually made in radio addresses, and frequent­
ly from the platform by the Vancouver East 
member, should come to an end.

The newspapers, as the custodians of public 
freedom, have been the repeated target for 
attack by Dr. Telford. They are the people 
who have the best right to tell him that there 
are laws developed by centuries of experience, 
and etiquette developed by generations of good 
taste which require that some measure of re­
serve should be exercised, and that civil serv­
ants for instance, doing their work without 
possibility of reply, should be exempt from 
public discussion.

Attacks on public men and public institu­
tions should be made only after the most 
severe scrutiny of the facts. A man who occu­
pies a position like a member of the Legisla­
ture and essays to be mayor of the chief city 
of the province needs to set an example of 
caution.

The only cipmb of satisfaction we can take 
in looking back on some of the things which 
have been done is that Dr. Telford has put into 
words publicly what many people in the city 
and province have allowed to pass by word of 
mouth.

Vancouver has a bad reputation for gossip, 
and it does not require long jnemories to recall 
serious consequences to innocent people from 
this laxity of language.

If in the supposed Interests of polities 
ehsrges are to be made affecting the honor and 
integrity of members of the community re­
sponsible for the handling of public money, It 
is incumbent that those who set an example 
should be scrupulously careful, because the 
ordinary citizen 1» ready to believe almost any­
thing, and to impute motives where none exist

Apart altogether from the eost of such an 
inquiry as that of the Public Accounts commit­
tee of Wednesday, it is to be hoped that a 
greater sense of responsibility will be devel- 
oped, and a better example set to the commun­
ity than has been the case in recent years, not 
only by Dr. Telford, but by others whose names 
will readily spring to memory.

We maintain the issue is not whether the 
critic believes the charges to be well founded— 
we are prepared to allow that argument to Dr. 
Telford, or any man who makes them in good 
faith but that the evidence must first be 
forthcoming in the form-of sworn statements 
capable of investigation by a competent tri­
bunal, and that the element of scandal shall 
not enter therein.

Friday, December 2, 1938.
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i Special Appropriation Asked 
jFor Monkman Pas
! House Advances 
1 Estimates for Roads,
| Bridges, Ferries

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 2. — Estimates I 

■for road maintenance totalling I 
|$986,500 and for bridges, ferries I 
land wharves amounting to $2,179,-1 
|B70, were considered by committee 1 
I of the whole House on Thursday | 
I during a brief afternoon sitting.

Largest vote is for Cariboo Dis-1 
Strict, where it amounts to $62,000; [ 
Inext is Nelson-Creston, $45,000; I 
I Fort George, $45,000; Omineca, $40,-1 
1000 ; Llllooet, Grand-Forks-Green- [ 
| wood and Kamloops each have road | 
pvotes of $37,500. The only vote fori 
I Vancouver road work is for main-T 
Btenance of roads in the Point Grey I 
I University area, amounting to $5,-| 
1000.

The vote for bridges amounts tol 
p{ $625,000 ; ferries $260,000; wharves I 
$$18,700; snow removal $120,000; f 
I equipment $120,000, and traffic op-| 
|eration $60,000.

The vote was stood over whenl 
|H. G. T. Perry, member for Fort I 
■George, asked for a special vote fori 
|the Monkman Highway constrtfb-| 
gtion.

It did not reflect well on suc-| 
Icessive governments of British Co-1 
llumbia that such an important sec-1 
ition of the province as the Peace| 
I River was still without either rail! 
I or road connection with the Coast,f 
■said Mr. Perry.

| Contract Said 
To lack Clarity ,
Committee Finds No 
Overpayment on Job

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 2—Charges that! 

the government overpaid the Gen- g 
eral Construction Company for the 1 
work on the Dutch Creek section I 
of the Radium-Kingsgate Highway, f 
arose as result of a misunderstand-1 
ing, the public accounts committee I 
of the Legislature decided on Thurs-1 
day.

After hearing four witnesses in! 
an investigation into the allega- f 
tions, the committee found that I 
there had been no over-payment. I 

, Approximately $3,000* was in dis-1 
Ipute and it was revealed that Fed-1 
I eral authorities had held up pay-1 
ment of the Dominion’s share, be-1 
cause of the difference of opinion.!

The committee, reporting to the! 
Legislature, recommended that ini 
future, contracts should be written! 
more clearly to avoid any possible" 
doubt.

The ttouble arose over the con-J 
tract for surface grading and 
misunderstanding arose as to how 
this should be paid for in the con 

it
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Islands Electors 
Try to Save 
Doomed Riding

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

VICTORIA, Dec. 2—There was a 
] lot of dirt in the public accounts I 
| committee sitting on Thursday. It I 

i real dirt, too—750,000 yards of I 
! it, approximately. It was the dirt l 
removed during construction of the g 
highway between Kingsgate and j 
Radium and was the subject of an I 
investigation. It appeared to evolve 1 
chiefly, however, around an argu-1 
ment among engineers as to what |

I should be paid for the removal of I 
! earth. Harold Winch, spokesman I 
for the C. C. F., denied that he g 
was making any charges.

Captain Macgregor Macintosh has 8 
not yet given up in his fight to re-f 
tain the Islands. On Thursday he I 
brought to Premier Pattullo a | 
strong delegation of "islanders” 
from Salt Spring and other points I 
to protest against the proposed re-1 
distribution. It is a foregone con-1 
elusion that the government has a 
made its mind up, but the captain I 
and his Conservative colleagues are fl 
going down fighting.

Dr. Telford was digging into pub-1 
lie accounts again on Thursday just I 
as though nothing had happened I 
the night before. No one would I 
have suspected the humiliation he I 
must have undergone. Most mem-1 
bers of the House really felt sorry I 
for him on Wednesday night when,! 
pale of face and perspiring freely, I 
he admitted that he had "taken it I 
on the chin” over the Pattullo! 
Bridge charges. But on Thursday 1 
morning he was back in the fray.f 
taking a very active interest in the! 
investigation being made into the I 
Radium-Kingsgate highway innuen-1 
does.

I B.C. GOVERNMENT 
PROSPECTS FOR OIL

’ Dm- ■*n expend!. I Jture of 180.000 in the mines depart-1 
Iment estimates will be used to I 
Imake further geological examina-1 
Itlons tor oil In the Peace Hirer die-1
lthat’lS,li ,W' J- ^®e®letlne told I 
I the Legislature. "If result, are I 
Isausfactory (hey may be followed f
1.7. *, «eophyslcal surrey of Uror- 
|able localities.” 1

B.C. Executive 
Asked To Probe 
Telford Charge

| C.C.F. House Group 
Will Report to 
Central Office

NO STATEMENT

i Member Remains in 
Mayoralty Race 
For This City

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 2—C. C. F. mem-1 

I bers of the House, following a | 
I caucus here Thursday afternoon, | 
| are going to communicate to the | 
| C. C. F. Provincial Executive their | 
| views concerning the outcome of | 
| charges made against the govern-1 
I ment by Dr. J. Lyle Telford, one of | 
I their group.
i This was learned on good author-1 

ity. following lengthy discussion by 1 
the C. C. F. members. ThcMnemdj 
bers refused to make any comment I 
on the nature of their report to| 
head office, but it was believed ij 
that the group disassociated itself | 

| from Dr. Telford's charges entirely. I
Outcome of the enquiry which re-| 

suited in his withdrawal of the! 
charges would have no bearing® 
whatsoever on his participation ini 
the Vancouver mayoralty race, Dr.jg 

[j Telford said on Thursday.

Herbert Gargrave, secretary ofl 
| the C. C. F., declares disciplinary! 
| action against members of the§ 
| party, whether members of theg 
| legislature or not, can only bel 
| taken by the provincial executive.! i He said the executive had not! 
fl been consulted before Dr. Telford! 
H made his charges.

a - :k

TOWNSITE LOTS 
MAY BE CONVEYED

(By Staff Representative)
J VICTORIA, Dec. 2.—Provincial I 
I townslte lot» may be transferred! 
I \o municipalities, Premier T. D.l 
1 Pattullo intimated to the Legisla-f 
Jture on Thursday.

His announcement came during! 
B a lengthy debate on the amend-1 
H ment to the Land Act, which finally I 
J advanced through committee stage.! 
I The amendment would permit! 
I the government, upon certain con-i 
J ditions, to reconvey to townsitel 
| owners the government's standard! 
125 per cent of the lots. It is be ! 
ling opposed by R. L. Maitland,| 
|K.C., leader of the Opposition.

2577
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Storm Halts House 
As Lights Are 
Extinguished

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

Saturday, December 3, 1938.

ÏÜJ ACT CHANGE MAPS7" 
PRESENT STAKING LAWS

Act and 
were intro- 

W. J. Asselstlne,

VICTORIA, Deo. 8.—While staid I 
legislators pondered over the act 
with which they proposed to con-j 
trol utilities in British Columbia, 
the most important utility at tin*1 
moment—the electric light—gav< 
several despairing flickers an< 
went out.

ÏPRIDAY AFTERNOON

t
it Is still out at this writing... Th< 
House, which endeavored to strug-t 
gle along with the aid of flash­
lights, has adjourned long since.

„ This is written by the light of 
r!  ̂wind-blown candle flame while i 
I^SO-mile-an-hnuv gale crashes against 
,.^the windows of the Parliament
L.Buildings, tears the copper sheet!
: ifrom the roof and shakes the build-]
■ tings themselves.

From the shattered roof, rail 
drips into the corridors. In th< 

i darkness, page boys crash igt( 
cabinet ministers, attendants tri] 

carpets, and newspapermei 
J their way up and down dark-1 

4 stairs between the press room 
. j the Assembly Chamber.

Outside, the blinding rain driv< 
the lawns like water fror 

Are hose. The trees and orna-j 
sl shrubs are doubled ovei 
f tips in many instances sweej 
the ground. There are greal 

l — crashing and boomini 
k the building, 

he .lights did not fall without 
ning. When Premier Pattullf 

arose to announce that th< 
would proceed with consii* 

tlon of the Utilities act, all th« 
feta flickered slightly. A moment 

they did it again, and thei 
i.

f T^nalj^, they went out. The? ] 
(afWr a few seconds, they cam1- 

in. ! Twice more they failed) 
wére restored and then the; 

ent out and stayed out 
^.Premier Pattullo rose to ask thé 

mbers it they wished to carH

feon. Frank MacPherson appear] 
a flashlight which hé 

> Chairman Robert Cari 
, gh several member!

I House decided to pr<

of the lights prove» 
Obstacle, however, andl 
moments of struggle! 

r growing darkness, thd 
ned. n

"Ton should have sent for one oil 
nie, they’re all elei 

l Tom Uphill.

is not so bad foij 
civic and municipal 
For a time It looked) 

all these retired sen 
to have their i 

to th. Tory bon. •

(By Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Amend-

Iments to the Mineral 
Placer Mining Act 
tiuced by Hon. 
minister of lands, before the House 
adjourned Friday night.

Subject of considerable discus­
sion between officers of the De­
partment of Mines and mining 
men of the province during the 
past year, the Mineral Act changes 
include the scrapping of the pres­
ent atakin* laws and the allow­
ing of a prospector to stake ; eight 
claims for himself within an areaj 
of ten miles.

Previously he was limited to ou 
claim for himself.

I The words “veins, or lodes, o 
rock in place,” are struck out 
the old act and replaced with the 
words “any mineral deposit”.

No Irregularity happening previ­
ous to the date of record of the* 
last certificate of work shall affecl 
the title of a property in any d'~ 
pute, the amendment* add.

Disputed Point In 

Petroleum Law Is 

Cleared By Clause

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 3—An amend- i 

ment to the Petroleum Products j 
Act which will clarify the gov­
ernment’s position In not Interfen- j 
Ing with outside provincial sc- jj 
tlvltles of any company was In­
troduced in the Legislature on I 
Thursday by Hon. Gordon S. j 
Wismer, K.C., Attorney-General.

It Is set out In the amendment | 
that In fixing the price of one 
commodity the Control Board 
shall not consider the relation of | 
any other Industry or commod­
ity. The legislation shall be re- i 
treactive and it le made clear I 
that the government Is not Im- ] 
plementing the MacDonald fuel

MUST REACH 
UNDERSTANDING

The marriage legislation auggested at Vic­
toria touches so closely the welfare and per- 

i zonal habits of our citizens that more attention 
| should be given to it than perhaps the ordinary 
\ citizen has appreciated.

One commendable fact has been that a 
thorough investigation has been made during 

| the last few monthsaby a committee of public- 
spirited citizens, backed with departmental of- 

i ficials who have studied the problem closely 
! from actual administrative practice.

The plans they suggest are going to cause 
heart-burning later, but cannot be termed 
novelties as already similar legislation exists 
in other parts of the Dominion, and elsewhere 
on the continent

But there must be reciprocal legislation in 
' the State of Washington, so that the induce­

ment, already an active factor in evading the I 
eight-day licence system, to drive across the j 
line and get married in the neighbor state can ( 
be checked.

It is absolutely requisite that every mar- j 
riage of our citizens should be under the laws 
of the province tohere they are to live, and 
where the family is to be reared.

We must not place such barriers as to in-

1 crease that flight of young couples to the Am­
erican side to evade our legislation. The 
financial loss has been heavy, the loss to our

[records and the protection of civilized society 
in a vital human bond is still more imperative 
to be checked.
Immediately this legislation is enacted there 

B should be arrangements made with the State 
7 authorities at Olympia requesting them to 
I enact similar regulations—and they can be 

done without imposing unfair restrictions on 
the marrying couples of Washington—so that 
uniformity of marriage law may' prevail, and 
thus remove the inducement to solemnization 
of the vowa under an alien flag.

till Hopes To 
Prevent Gas 
Case Appeal
Amendments to Coal 

And Petroleum 
Act Debated

VALUE QUESTIONEI

Maitland Criticizes 
Action in Face 
Of Litigation

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA. Dec. 3.— “All thid 

Legislature tried to do was expresq 
its will with regard to the price < 
gasoline,” said Premier T. D. Pat­
tullo In the House Friday night, ae| 
he supported tha government’s 
most recent amendments to the) 
Coal and Petroleum Products Ac 

Bill 49, containing the amend 
ments, passed second reading on1jr| 
after considerable opposition ha< 
been voiced by both Coneervatlr 
and C.C.F. ranks.

On the grounds that It Intel*

Ifered with the courts, It was bit» 
terly attacked by R. L. MattlandJ 
K.C., Leader of the Opposition.
The bill, as explained by Hon.l

I Gordon 8. Wismer. K.C., was te| 
elucidate contentious points in the) 
Coal and Petroleum Act.

“By It, we hope to avoid the ex-1 
I pense of carrying the prepent lit!-| 
I gatlon to the Privy Council,” saidf 
j Mr. Wismer.

“You’ll go there anyway," said 
Mr. Maitland* **r think It very un­
wise, In the very middle of a law­
suit, to endeavor to eliminate the 
cause of that lawsuit by legisla­
tion. It Is very bad to make It 
retroactive.
“There is a way out of this] 

whole problem,” Mr. Maltlan 
added. “You could bring coal and 
petroleum products under you* 
Utilities Act, and thereby save the 
need for separate commission, and 
every other overlapping expense. 
This present bill' is^ going to be a 
hardship instead of a help.”

It was a peculiar state of af­
fairs. said Harold Winch, C.C.F., 

.Vancouver-East. If the courts could 
'rule against the Legislature be-l 
cause Its legislation was based oft 

the report of a commission.
“We believed, when the original 
act was passed, that it was based 
on the MacDonald report,” said 
Herbert Anscomb. Conservative, 
Victoria. “If it was not. then what 
was the good df paying $126,000 
tor the report?”

‘'The final authority does, net 
rest with the courts, It rests with 
the people.” said the Premier. 
“Surety this Legislature has the 
Hght to say what It doee mean. 
All we want is to have some say 
over the price of gasoline.”
The bill was then given second 

lj*eading without further comment



New Profits
TaxlfNol
Distributed

power olHOOKING LOAN 'SHARKS commission to make regulations. 
All of which Is ammunition for Op­
position attacks on the government.Retribution for many a “sucker* comes in 

the form of the Credit Unions Act, now before 
the Legislature in Victoria.

Successful in several of the eastern prov­
inces, the Credit Unions will undoubtedly 
prove of great benefit to many persons in, 
British Columbia.

To the uninitiated, a Credit Union is simply 
a group of persons who contribute agreed 
amounts to a fund from which any of them 
may borrow money for urgent needs. To 
those persons who, because of small wages, 
have to live right up to their income, Credit 
Unions are a boon indeed.

It is such persons as these who, when sick • 
ness comes, or accidents occur, have to go to 
loan “sharks” and pay exorbitant amounts in 
interest and “service charges’* to obtain ready 
cash. Then they have to work and struggle 
for months to pay back the money.

Under the Credit Union system, interest 
rates can be charged. They are low, however, 
and under the present act are set at one per 
cent a month, “including all charges for mak­
ing the loan and shall be payable only on the 
unpaid balance.**

The act defines that loans of any amount 
less than $1Ç)0 mày be made without security 
and loans can only be made to members for a 
“provident, productive or merchandising pur­
pose.**

A credit committee of the union, the act 
says, shall have the supervision of loans, but 
shall not have power to make a loan unless a 
majority of the committee is present and all 
tjie members present unanimously approve the 
loan.

The Credit Union will he able to admit to 
its membership anyone over the age of six­
teen and shall be entitled to hold a lien against 
the shares of any member who has borrowed 
from it.

Incorporation of Credit Unions is designed 
along the lines of the ordinary company in­
corporation regulations and all subscribers 
arc fully protected by the new act.

It is expected that many of them will be 
formed in the province as soon as the act be­
comes law and the way will thus be paved for 
most citizens to become members and thereby 
protect themselves from loan “sharks’* charg­
ing as much as 200 per cent interest on com­
paratively small loans.

! Then there are the police estt-j 
mates, amounting to $883,079. Con­
sideration of these has been held H 
over at request of the C. C. F., B 
voiced by Harold Winch, whip of H 

| that party. Colin Cameron, the C. | 
| C. F. member for Com ox, is expect* | 
ed again to bring up Blubber Bay B 
when this vote is being discussed, I 
and J. M. Bryan, Liberal member1» 
for Mackenzie, will probably reply p 
to his remarks if he is well enougfi.l 
Mr. Bryan at the moment is quite m 
ill with a complication of chest and 9 
bronchial ailments.

I Attorney-General Wismer, who | 
j does most of the “replying” for the 1 
government and is always ready | 

! with his answers, will also have I 
| something to say on that subject. I 
j Actually, the police vote is very I 
! little higher than last year and po- I 
I lice officials are quite frank in their U 
declarations that it is not sufficient I 

j for the increasing duties of the I 
j provincial force.
I And then there is Hon.' John! 
I Hart’s surprise bill amending the! 
I Income Tax Act. It is a dark horse.J 
J Big Business is worried about it,l 
| however, and some serious lobbyJ 
j ing is expected early this week.] 
:| Th amendment proposes the taxa-j 
| lion of surplus profits of any organ-1 
] isation and is looked upon with mis* 
I giving by many of the larger firms 
3 In the province. J
[ Meanwhile, the House buzzes with I 

gossip and rumor about Dr. Telford! 
I and his relations with his C. C. F.l 

colleagues as a result of the de-| 
j bade over the Pattullo Bridge] 
1 chafkes. Some revolutionary an-S

15 Per Cent Levy 
Proposed in 
Legislature

(Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—At the butj 

set of the afternoon session of thd 
Legislature, Friday, an amendment 
to the income tax act was introj 
jduced by the Hon. John Hart, minj 
lister of finance. It provides a IS 
per cent tax on, undivided or undis­
tributed profits of companies. Thq 
government reserves the power to 
say what are reasonable require-

Comments
from The
Capital

latlon on the order paper, however. 
The Utilities Act has not yet com­
pleted committee stage, there be­
ing 60 more sections to deal with; 

I then there are the police estimates 
to be considered, the amendments 
to the Mineral Act, the amend­
ments to the Income Tax Act and 
many other amendments of lesser 
importance.

House Enters on 
Home Stretch 
This Week

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

The Utilities Act has already 
been pretty well discussed in the 
news. Several contentious sections 
[were stood over during discussion 
last week, however, and it is ex­
pected there will be some debate 
on them. Still to be considered by 
the rapidly-tiring legislators are 
those sections dealing with orders 
and enforcement, the matter of ap­
peals from orders of the commis­
sion, offences and penalties; the 

Inability of public utillUes^for the j

VICTORIA, Dec. 8—We enter the 
ome stretch! Unless there is an­
ther storm—either outside or In­
de .he Parliament Buildings—the 1 
Hislature will prorogue toward I 
te end of this week. Either Thurs-

pw

Saturday, December 3,
Monday, December 5, 1938.



Monday, December 5, 1938. Tuesday, December 6, 1938.

TO ELIMINATE HAZARD
Attorney-General Wismer is to be com­

mended for his act—now before the Legisla- 
ture—which would eliminate the passenger 
“hazard” in automobile accidents.

There is, no doubt, that many so-called 
friendly actions have resulted from this clause 
in insurance policies, which protects persons 
riding as passengers in automobiles. The in­
surance companies have had to pay many 
claims under this heading and as a result, 
all motorists have had to put up with ever- 
increasing insurance rates.

The rates in Vancouver are already far too 
high. The insurance companies, of course, 
can hardly be blamed for this. The rates are 
only governed by the frequency and amount 
of claims.

This passenger claim, however, is one 
which has added to the ascendancy of the in­
surance rates and its elimination by the Legis­
lature should bring some easement.

Owing to high rates, many motorists have 
been unable to afford full coverage and some 
few unfortunates have had to pay out of their 
trwn pockets, the claims of passengers who 
have suffered injury in their cars. They, too, 
are t>eing protected by the new legislation.

issage of this bill by the Legislature will, 
in aldition, be another step forward in the 
unifâation of the laws of Canada. Most other 
provinces have already eliminated the passen- 
gerlhazard secion from their motor vehicle 
acté and British Columbia is now falling in 
lint

feHord Ready 
fo Make More 
lharges

am speaking of the 
3S.T-8.B.L," he ‘spelled, "not or the! 
|8-T:&-A-L that waa in it," he added. I 

The bridge deal he called one of I 
pthe worst political scandals in Can-|j 
jjada declaring at this point, as he| 
‘ did frequently throughout his talk, | 
■ that he was willing to resign and! 
| go before the legislature'and make] 
i| worse charges.

<ones to Place 
Case Before Royal 
Commission

RENEWS ATTACK

teady 'To Wreck 
Governmeht' on 
Pattullo Span

on the chin because I jj 
it the party to get in I 
it I get permission of! 
resign my seat—and 11 

all get it—I shall make!

“Don’t thinfcfor a moment I'm 
I wrong on that steel’*—he did not 
| say which spelling this time—“I’m 
S not wrong: I am sure of it.” He 
*i claimed Pattullo was worrying over 

unfavorable balance of trade 
| with the East. He gave the con­
tract to two Canadian steel eom- 
j panics who had to buy 70 per cent. 
|of their steel from England.

“Do you know,” Dr. Telford 
asked, "that there is Luxembourgb 

I steel in the G. N. R. hotel, in the 
8 Marine Building and in the First 
|Narrows bridge?”

Later he said he conld have 
[proved his points had he broken 
■faith with two men, but they were 
[prepared now to give evidence.

“I want to get before a Royal 
^Commission and experts,” he cried.

t if I do I shall wreck this gov- 
Bernipent.”

1 serious charges and 
1 re-election textile Home, 
beaten I shail go out of 

lUbllc life. I am prepared to sacri- 
‘«•e that part of my life for what I 

i is right."
. Lyle Telford return 
>n the provincial *n».

1 the Pattullo hr:
he addressed a 

s Moose Hall Sunday 
* -•‘-erlenèe of .

i the hall w 
. but he

C.E.F. PROVINCIAL EXEC
STAYS OUT OF BRIDGE BATTLE
House Members 
See No Reason for 
Telford to Resign

"No action” will be taken by the S 
i Provincial Executive of the C. G. F. g 
I upon charges made by Dr. J. Lylel 
I Telford, M. L. A., in connection with I 
p alleged over-payment on the Pat-| 
S tulio Bridge and his , threat to re-1 
j sign his seat in the Legislature, I 
8 Herbert Gargrave, secretary, B. C.S 
| section, announced Monday night, j 

"These matters,” Mr. Gargrave 8 
| said, “will be dealt with in the] 
| regular course of business at the! 
| monthly meeting next week. They] 
I are not matters for alarm at all,"
I he said.

“The Provincial Executive,” he! 
I said, “sets up a general policy priori 
| to the session. From then on we I 
|have perfect confidence that the! 
| elected representatives will carry! 
| the party through. We do not in-| 
I terfere.

“We do not say a representative! 
| should have or shouldn’t have done!

certain thing. We entirely rely| 
| on their own judgment.” J

Mr. Gargrave said the Provincial J 
J Executive “does not discipline an I 
j elected representative unless he!
! violates the principles of the party.!
I It Is not a question of conflict be-1 
j tween the executive and the elect |
[ ed representatives,” he declared.

Following is text of a statement] j issued by the C. C. F. through |
I Harold Winch, following caucus of] 
i party members held at Victoria! on| 
j Monday afternoon.

“The C. C. F. Legislative group]
| has seriously considered all phases ]
8 of the recent charges made by Dr. I 
| Lyle Telford, re alleged over-pay-1 
I ment on the Pattullo Bridge, and I 
j of all incidents arising therefrom, |
I with the result that we have com- ]
I municated with the Provincial Ex-]
I ecutive to the effect that as these 1 
I chargee were made without the!
I knowledge of the C. C. F. and there-]
I fore can only be considered as in-]
J dividual action, and as aûy by-elec- ]
I tion would have to he contested on |
I the baels of party policy, we there-1 
I fore oppose the suggestion that Dr. | 
|I*le Telford resign his seat for]
I the purpose of contesting a by-elec-1 
I tion on a subject not Involving the] 

party policy, fa view of the situa-1 
Mon that has arisen during the]

I present session, the Legislative | 
group Is requesting an early meet-]

I log of the Provincial Executive for |
I the purpose of clarifying the rela-]
I Monship between «all parliamentary!
I representatives and the organisa-1 
I tion, and settling such matters as ]
I discipline and leadership."

Mr. Winch said the members had 1 
I communicated their views to the |
I Provincial Executive by letter on I 

Saturday and had alio telegraphed! 
the above statement following the I

“I am quite satisfied with the] 
I «Uon taken by the party,” Dr I 
I Lyle Telford told The News-HeraldlI iî°ndn7 .ev?nIn* be,ore leaving for! I the Capital city, it is the att*J 
I hide I considered would be uken ! 
lud Is unite within their Jurlsd!o-| 
I tion. I accept personal reepoosibll-f 
I lty for the chargee made and In nol 
| *17 attempt to Involve the 1
I which, t------------  -
lcerned, !
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Capital
Change Coming 
In Municipal 
Superannuation

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Superannu-] 
&ted municipal employees are abouti 
fco suffer a sad setback, judging by I 
regulations in the new Municipal] 
Superannuation Act which Hon. I 
|ohn Hart brought in on Monday.] 

It proposes to wipe out existing] 
allowances—when it becomes ef-] 
[fectlve next April—and establish a] 
aew scale. A vapid calculation] 
vould indicate that a pension of! 
about $60 a month will be received] 
by superannuated employees, this] 

|being based on “an actuarial basis.”] 
Which makes it very awkward! 

far some of those men who retired] 
efore they needed to have retired! 

[because they were able to get ag 
[pension of $200 or more.

Glen Braden, the serious young [ 
îan from Peace River, says he is I 

lot opposed to the Monkman Pass! 
lighway, but he certainly did not g 

[give it any boosts when he spoke! 
luring discussion of the road main-] 
tenance vote.

It appeared that young Mr. Bra-I 
Iden was elected on a platform ofl 
|“one people, one province, one high-l 
[way”—and that not by way off 
|Monkman Pass.

Mr. Braden says the road should! 
Igo around by Fort St. John and! 
■Hudson Hope to Finlay Forks and] 
IManson Creek. He produced 
large map to show the Legislature.] 

rom the Press Gallery it appeared! 
that his route was about twice the! 
listance that it is by way of Monk-f 

jman Pass, but of course, some of] 
jhis road is already 'built.

Mr. Winch the Elder had a proud! 
[moment on Monday afternoon when! 
Attorney-General Wismer intro-R 
duced a bill to amend the Game! 
Act which, among other things de-B 
fines the amount of space to be| 
provided for bears in captivity—-orL 
any other animal or bird, for that! 
matter. Mr. Winch has carried on| 
his “caged bear” fight for somèl 
years now, and is receiving them 
congratulations of members from! 
[both sides of the House on his final g 
(success.

The bill carries a number 
I other amendments to the act, a] 
hurried glance at them indicating! 
that it Is still against the law tog 

[shoot farmers.
Although this .seems to be in] 

loubt, for section two of the amend-f 
jments says:

“Section two of the Game Act,| 
being Chapter 108 of the revised 
statutes of British Columbia 1936] 
lisjunended by striking out the] 

and the definition of] 
substituting thereto!
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UNITED STATES PREPARED TO LEND MONEY TO B. (,
TO BUILD ALASKA HIGHWAY—WITHOUT INTEREST

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, £>ec. 6.—The United j 

States Government Is prepared to 
lend money to British Columbia— 

-for construction Lively Discussions In House On 
Road Problems And ExtensionsPension Fundwithout interest- 

I of the Alaska Highway.
•Premier T. D. Pattullo informed 

the Legislature to this effect short­
ly before 1 a.m. today, as the House 
went into discussion of the $25,000 j 

I vote for a preliminary survey of 
I the highway route.

“The United States Govern- 
| ment is every anxious to have the 

road built,” said the Premier.
| “Surely we must play the part of 

The United

Short Over (By Staff Representative) j
VICTORIA, Deo. 6. — Roads, | 

Marching up andi$1,700,000 roads, roads! 
down again! That was the tenor I 
of Legislature business in the 
House on Monday night when mem­
bers on both sides struggled vali­
antly to uphold the amounts 
awarded their districts, or strug­
gled equally valiantly to obtain 
greater grants for their districts.

The forensic classic arose dur­
ing discussion of the vote of $2,- 
179,570 for the maintenance of 
roads, bridges and ferries.

Bruhn, Conservative 
wanted

the government to take over the 
operation of the ferry at Slcamous, 
which “charged 50 cents for taking 
cars across 120 feet of water.”

Glen Braden, Liberal member for 
Peace River, said he was not op­
posed to the Monkman Pass high­
way, but wanted the Peace River's 
road outlet to be by way of Port 
St. John and Hudson Hope to Fin­
lay Forks.

Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox, 
asked for an extension of the 
Island highway as far as Say-

M. M. Connelly, Liberal, Oml- 
neca. did not think much of the 
Monkman highway, either. He did 
not like the idea of people starting 
construction of a road and then 
asking for government assistance.

E. T. Kenney, Liberal, Skeena,

Effort Made To 
(heck Blanket 
Staking

Legislature Learns 
Of Liquidation 
Threat

a good neighbor.
States can only have access to f 
its own territory by going through | 
British Columbia.”
Replying to criticism of the vote,| 

voiced by R. L. Maitland, K. C.,| 
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Pat-1 
tullo said he expected & Canadian X 
commission on the highway—eim-j 
liar to that appointed in the United] 

I States—would soon be announced]

He had thoroughly discussed the 
mattfef with Rt. Hon. W. L. Mac­
kenzie King and had been told to 
see what be could do, Mr. Pattullo 

accordingly

CAR HAZARD
Rolf W. 

member for Salmon Arm,
Maitland Suggests 

Saskatchewan 
Act Example,

Changes in Mineral 
Act Praised By 
All Parties

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 6—The super­

annuation fund for municipal em­
ployees Is short $1,700,000, Hon. 
George M. Weir informed a sur­
prised Legislature Monday night 
and unless drastic changes in 
the Superannuation Act are 
adopted the plan will go Into 
liquidation, he said.

After Intensive investigation, 
an actuarlally sound plan has 
been worked out, Dr. Weir said, 
In speaking on the second read­
ing of the act.

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. «.—Main ob­

jects of changes to the Mineral 
Act, presented to the House on 
Monday for second reading, are to 
obtain more work on lands in pros­
pective mineral areas, to prevent 
“blanket" claim staking and pre­
sent litigation in connection with 

of Crown grants,

continued. He had 
gone, to Washington and found the] 
United State» more than ready to 
co-operate.

The vote would not be expended 
until plans were further advanced, 
he added, and would not interfere 
with any other government pro­
ject, as suggested by Mr. Maitland.

Mr. Pattullo said, further, that 
he expects to leave for the East 
early In the New Year In order to 
pursue his Investigations further*
Tom Uphill, who spoke in favor 

of the vote, urged that the road 
enter B. C. in the South-Eastern 
corner and go by way of Fernie and 
Golden.

The vote finally passed.
The House adjourned at 1 a.m. j

the obtaining ____  _
Hon. W. J. Asselstine, Minister of 
Mines, " " _ ____

Mr. Asselstine was commended 
for the legislation by. members of 
both the Conservative and C.C.F. 
ranks. R. L. Maitland, K.C.. said, 
he believed the act was good, but 
regretted that it had been brought 
down so late in the session.

Alex Baton, Conservative, Point 
Grey, doubted whether the changes 
would prevent “blanket” staking, 

jit defines that one may may stake 
eight claims, and Mr. Paton pointed 
out that if there were 50 men in 
a company, each one could take 
eight claims, making a total of 
400.

The minister pointed out, how­
ever, that large concerns had in the 
past staked tremendous areas and 
simply renewed their claims each 
year, without carrying on atiy work. 
Under the new regulations, the 
persons staking the claim would 
have to undertake a certain amount

The bill passed second reading, j
The amendments to the Placer 

Mining Act, brought in for the pur­
pose of conformity with the Min­
eral Act changes, were also given 
second reading.

informed the Legislature.

-The HouseDec. 6.VICTORIA, 
hurried through a" number of bills 
in second readings and committee 
stage on Monday night.

Two of these, amendments to the 
Motor Vehicle and Contributory 
Negligence Act, which would elim­
inate passenger hazard insurance

H audience that the Haig-Agaesli 
| highway would be started next 
I year. • Hon. Frank M. MacPherson 
| denied the report 
| Captain MacGregor Macintosh, 
j Conservative member for the 
I Islands, asked for a reduction of 
I automobile licence fees and gaso­
line tax in such districts as his, 
where the roads were limited in 
extent.

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
George, said the men who had been 
building the Monkman Pass .high­
way deserved more consideration; 
at the hands of Liberal member» 
from surrounding districts. An out-l 
let had been promised for the pasti 
18 years, he added.

The vote finally passed at 12:19 
a.m. after Alex Paton, Conservai 
tive member for Point Grey, had 
suggested that construction of th« 
West Coast highway be undertaken 
by the Department of National De-I

For some time it looked as] 
though certain of the Conservatives j members were going on a filibuster] 

MacPherson had]

Loan To Allow 
Borrowing For 
U.B.L Structure

___ bitterly opposed by Opposi­
tion ranks, led by R. L. Maitland, 
K. C.

Mr. Maitland moved ae an 1 
amendment that the Legislature I 
adopt the Saskatchewan Act, | 
which prevented suits by pas­
sengers against automobile drlv- I 
ere “unless there has been gross j 
negligence or wilful and wanton 
misconduct”.
This was defeated, however, only 

nine of the combined opposition 
members supporting it. It was 
then given third reading.

Third reading was also given to 
the Noxious Weeds bill, and the act 
transferring the old New Westmin­
ster Bridge to federal authorities.

The House pushed forward into 
I committee stage several routine 
measures brought in for unifica­
tion with federal acts. These in-

[Preventive Medicine 
Building May Br 
Started Soon

(By Staff Representative) 
[CTORIA, Dec. 6. —Possibility

{University of B. C.—es forecast re­
cently in The News-Herald—is seen 
jin an amendment to the B. C. Loan 
[Act 1936 Introduced in the Legisla­
ture on Monday by Hon. John Hart. 

I The amendment, given first read- 
ling on Monday, would permit the 
[borrowing of “such sum, not ex­
ceeding $350,000 to be expended in 
erecting and equipping such build- 

lings and structures upon lands of 
[the University of B. C. as the Lieu- 
|tenant-Governor-in-Council may 
[deem expedient.”
I A $300,000 laboratory was pro­
posed in plans related by Hon. 
faeorge M. Weir some weeks ago. 
The building would house the pro­
vincial laboratories at present on

| Even after Mr. 
j given an outline of the govenv 
| ment's road policy, the members 
[kept on talking.
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1 'Big Stick1 Methods

I Seizure Clause In Utility Bill 
i Called 'Russian' Legislation

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 6—There was 

| talk of “big stick” methods and 
"Russian Legislation” in the House 

Ion Monday when committee car- 
| ried on its consideration of the 
B Utilities Act. The last of 136 sec- 
ffltions in the act was reached by 
H committee of the whole House, but 
| several sections were stood over 
I for further cohslderatlon.
| Most hotly contested was Sec- 
fjtion 98, which would give the Utill- 
j] ties Commission power to seize the 
1 possessions of a utility company in 
| order to enforce its orders.

"Why not go the limit, if you are 
coing to have real Russian legisla­

tion?" asked R. L. Maitland. “Yod 
might as well seize the directors! 
and employees at the same time.l 
This isn’t Canadian legislation.” f 

Premier T. D. Pattullo Inter­
posed to say that the Houae 
would pass It and then It would 
be Canadian legislation.

“There is no precedent for It,” j 
said Mr. Maitland.

Hon. Gordon S. Wismer. K.C.j 
said that a staff of 60 lawyers^ 
would be necessary to carry on if| 
this section were not put in.

Herbert Anscomb, Conservative,! 
Victoria, said he believed the corn-1 
mission would need 50 thugs to en-l 
force its order, instead of fifty law-| 
yers.

THE EXCESS PROFITS TAX
There appears to be some fear in the com­

munity _ here, as the chief commercial centre 
of British Columbia, as to the effect of the 
operation of the excess profits tax to be im­
posed under the Income Tax Amendment Act, 
and how it will affect interlocking companies, 
particularly those which finance other small 
enterprises.

An invitation should be extended to Hon. 
John Hart, Minister of Finance, by the Board 
of Trade, in conjunction with other commer­
cial bodies here, to ask the minister to explain 
the situation with that lucidity for which he 
is fully capable.

The board took the lead on a somewhat 
similar occasion in connection with his pre­
decessor, Hon. J. W. Jones, when he held the 
same portfolio in the Tolmie Government. 
Then Mr. Jones allayed some apprehensions 
which were inevitable in the campaign of 
economy rendered necessary by the difficulties 
of the time., Altogether it was worth while, and 
had the result of straightening out practical 
problems.

While the various organizations are natural­
ly alarmed as to the effect of this restriction 
on capital there is the assurance of the min­
ister already that actually it is only designed 
to plug a loophole in the existing law, and 
force distribution of profits which in their in­
dividual ownership would naturally come under 
the operation of the existing income tax legis- 

9 lation. ■-v

<£v. jgg

Noxious Weeds 
(onlrol Urged
House Committee 
Hears Argument

VICTORIA, Dec. 6—(Staff Re-1 
pveaentative)—North Saanich farm-1 
era, appearing before the Agricul-I 
tuval Committee of the Legislature! 
on Monday, demanded that the de-1 
partment <?f agriculture take oven 
full responsibility for enforcement] 
of the Noxious Weeds Act amend g 
ments now before the1 House.

Hon. K. C. MacDonald, minister! 
of agriculture, refused t(T accept] 
this, however.

"If the people of Saanich haven’t! 
the courage to set up an enforce-! 
ment committee of their own, or! 
go to the police, the department is! 
not going to do anything.” he said.!

Power is provided in the act forf 
60 per cent of the farmers in any! 
district to elect a committee which# 
would enforce control of noxious] 
weeds.

The farmers’ cause was Cham-1 
pioned by Captain Macgregor Mac-| 
intosh.

The Public Accounts committee I 
wound up its business of the sea- F 
sion st a brief meeting on Monday,] 
and a full report of its activities is 
being presented to the House by| 
Chairman E. T. Kenney.

$20,000 Needed 
! For New Road
jMonkman Pass Case 
j Before Minister

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — Francis I

■ Murphy, president of the Monkman I 
I Pass Highway Association, and I
■ Arthur M. Smith, publicity director, I
■ interviewed Hon. Frank M. Mac-1 
1 Pheraon on Monday, giving him a | 
■report on progress of the volunteer-1 
■built highway which la linking the [ 
I Peace River country with the coait. I 
I Eacorted by Harry O. T. Perry, I
■ M.L.A. for Fort George, the vlaltoia |
■ laid helore the mlniiter full detail! I
■ of the progreee made. Although no|
■ actual request was made for fl-l 
Inancial assistance from the govern-1
■ ment, the vieitora are hopeful that | 
I this will eventually be forthcoming. | 
I Mr. Smith declarea that (20,000
■ would be sufficient to complete the
■ highway, and put It In firet-claas 1
"shape for automobile use. F

Since speaking about the hlgh-L 
-y In the House last week, Mr. 

fry has been deluged with tele-
■ grams and letters of congratulation 
land encouragement, he reported.

New Rates In 
Effect April I 
For Pensioners
Municipal Employees' 
Benefits Cut; Age 
Limit Tightened

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Superannu-1 

I ated employees and persons at 
1 present employed are drastically | 
j affected by an act Introduced In 
j the Legislature on Monday by Hon. 
j John Hart, Minister of Finance.

Under the new bill, every allow- 
I ance now In force under the form- 
I er act shall cease on April 1, when 
I the new act Is to come into force : j 
I new allowances will be Instituted! 
I in lieu of those now paid.

Under the act, superannuation] 
I payments are based on two factors 
J —service, pension and retirement 
| annuity.

Employees will contribute four 
I per cent and employers seven per 
1 cent on the aggregate payroll of | 
I those covered by the act.

No employee who enters Into the 
I municipal service over the age of 
130 will come under the act, except 
I in the case ot professional or ex- I ecutive officers.

With the exception of policemen, 
I who retire at 65, a minimum of 60 
I and 65 years is set for retiring 
I ages. It is proposed, under the bill,| 
J to set up a department under a j 
I commissioner for the control of the j 
I superannuation plan.
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Jllllly Bill Needs Two Major 
Changes, Board Informs Premier

I Reasons For Opposing 
| Excess Profits Tax 
s Distribution Recited

Declaring the representations are | 
| \ot In the interests of sound pub-1 
flic economy, and will not therefore I 

be embodied in the Public Utilities I 
I bill, Premier Pattullo has replied I 
I to representations made by the I 
SBoard of Trade and the Canadian fl 
|Manufacturers’ Association, B. C. fl 
■Division.

He also declines to grant an In-1 
| ter view, on the ground that no| 
lvalue would accrue therefrom.

In the course of the letter on the 
jmatter, President John Whittle 
I points to two particular matters. 
|‘‘In line with the practice In effect 
din other province», as well as in 
a other countries, we feel that the 
I proposed Public Utilities Commie* 
$sion should b'e responsible only to 
I the Législature." Board findings,
I In the board opinion, should be 
■effective without subject to review 
|by the cabinet.
'i The second point1 made Is that 
jjknore adequate provision should be 
I made for reference to the courts,
I both as respect to law and to fact 
1 Emphasizing the desirability of 
1 uniformity of legislation on a sub- 
Iject like utility control, the letter 
| suggests that the type of legisla­
tion is not new in other provinces, 
land its application from the exped­
ience of other provincial govern- 
Sments should form a basis for ac- 
Ition in British Columbia, 
a Section 103 is criticized as ba­
ling one which will make it diff­
icult for any appellant to reach the 
■courts on a point of fact. Ade­
quate provision for appeal to the 
«courts without incumbrance or re- 
■striction is urged.
I Representations are to be made 
ia'lso from the mining bureau 
|through the board in connection 
«with the "excess profits” amend- 
|ment of the Income Tax Act. With 
■the mining bureau in this regard 
&ifc linked the insurance, finance 
'land real estate bureaus. They 
«agreed on a joint resolution favor- 
ling opposition to the passing of 

■the legislation on the following, 
■among other grounds:
I 1. The imposition of such tf tax 
awould tend to discourage new in- 
jcorporations in British Columbia 

land encourage the transfer of cor­
porate assets to companies incor­
porated outside British Columbia.
| 2. The companies most likely to 
jb'e affected are those which use 
their undistributed profits to ac­
quire and develop new assets and 

gthus perpetuate their lives beyond 
I the operation from which the un- 
Bdistributed profits may be earned.
| 3. Unpredictably large sums 
jmay be required for future expan­
sion and development 

4. Undistributed profits may be
8 represented by corporate assets 
I other than cash so that a tax of 
116 per cent might entail severe 
§ hardship for the company thus 
u taxed.
1 6. The principle of a discretion-
9 ary rather than an arbitrary tax 
y is likely to disturb confidence of 
3 present and prospective investors

in British Columbia, 
n «, The present provftlons as set 
I rot by subjection 3 of section 22 
1 * the Income Tax Act gives the 

Inister power to tax undiatribut- 
, profits r

THE ALASKA HIGHWAY
Most important announcement which haa 

I come at this session of the Legislature came 
I from Premier Pattullo in the early hours of 
I Tuesday morning, when he assured the House
■ that the United tSates Government was ready 
[to lend British Columbia the money to build the 
[Alaska Highway—and without interest.

That issue is one of those upon which there 
[has been a wide divergence of opinion. Some 
[said one thing, some another. I*t is only recent- 
sly that Sir Evelyn Wrench, the well known
■ publicist, who knows British Columbia thor-
loughly, has sounded an appeal in The Times to 
[the financial interests of Great Britain that it 
[would be in the real interests of Anglo-Saxon 
[understanding and self-preservation for them 
I to advance a loan to British Columbia for such 
I an imperial need. ,

With the assurance that the money is avail­
able, surely the opposition which has developed 
| will find some way to approval without fearing 
I an American protectorate of this province. It 
lis inconceivable from the question of defence 
[of North America that the highway could be­
ll come a menace to this seaboard, for the defence 
[will have to be directed largely from the 
[Aleutian Islands, from the Queen Charlotte 
[group, and from south Vancouver Island.

The latter two points are receiving the at­
tention of the Canadian Government, while 
| ambitious plans for a base for the U.S. fleet at 
[some point like Unalaska in the Fox group are 
[under consideration at Washington.

Mr. Pattullo has lifted the veil on part of the 
[negotiations which have proceeded between 
[ Washington and Ottawa, and of the attitude 
J of Ottawa to his last visit to the U.S. capital on 
[this subject.

It is fortunate that this major announce­
ment should coincide with the presence in Van­
couver, introduced by a radio message from 
| Victoria from the Premier, of Congressman 
| Warren G. Magnuson, who has been a most 
[enthusiastic supporter of the plan, and is right- 
fly associated with the commission which the 
| Washington Government has set up with the 
| idea of studying the methods to be pursued, and 
| how the work shall be advanced to link up 
| Hazelton and Fairbanks, and to utilize parts 
| of roads already constructed.

Mr. Pattullo looks to appointment of the 
| Canadian commissioners shortly, and indicates 
] resumption of his efforts in the East shortly 
| after the holidays, when parliamentary organ­
isation will be reassembling after the custom- 
| ary recess.

Psychologically the announcement is of im- 
| portance in that it removes one of the most 
[legitimate criticisms in the quiver of the oppon­
ents of the new trunk highway. There is a 
[legitimate objection to using the credit of this 
[province to finance a great road program when 
| so much other highway work requires to.be 
[done in British Columbia, but here is a pro- 
| posai to use borrowed credit which would only 
| be available for a national work in which the 
|U.S. would be justified in joining as part of its 
[continental defence program, and its effort to 
[develop the economic life of Alaska. |

Plan To Halt 
Bootlegging 
Turned Down

: Police Receive Full 
Aid From Board, 
Says Wismer

SECOND READING

1 Maitland Alarmed At j 
Growth Here Of 
'Blind Pigs'

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 7—An effort | 

by R. L. Maitland, K.C., to set up 1 
additional barriers against boot-1 
legging in Vancouver failed in the! 
House on Tuesday when his pro-1 
posed amendment to the Liquor I 
Act was defeated on second read- f 
ing.

The amendment would make I 
available to police officers all I 
sales vouchers kept in the liquor!

Mr. Maitland said that one thing! 
which had:been drawn markedly! 
to his attention during the Tucker! 
police probA of 1936 was the prev-l 
alence of “blind pigs” in Vancou-| 
ver, and the number of convictions! 
under the Liquor Act. He felt that I 
operations of bootleggers — “the | 
lountenancing of whom led toi 
ither crimes”—could be consider-1 
bly cut down by his proposal.

H Hon. Gordon 8. Wismer, K.C.,B
id that for years the Liquor Con-1 

trol Board had given the police | 
all Information they required. He,| 
personally, had never received any! 
luch request as this from the Van-! 
couver Police Commission, with# 
which body he kept in close touch.!

“To show you the impractlca-j| 
bility of this plan,” he said, 
would draw to the attention of thefcl 
House the fact that in one liquors 
Store in one month there are 70.000R 
sales slips and a total of 3,452,907^ 
in a year. So it would be Impossible 
for the police to check through 
all these.”

1 Superannuation Bill 
[Age Limit Criticized

A clause in the proposed new! 
■superannuation bill restricting ben-| 
lefits of the act to employees under! 
|30 years of age met with strong! 
■criticism from a section of the Van-1 
Icon ver & New Westminster Trades! 
land Labor Council, Tuesday. It] 
I will virtually- mean the exclusion I
■ from benefit of all stationary en-f 
Igineers employed by the school | 
I board, it was stated.

On advice of several delegates,] 
| however, council deferred endors-] 
I ing a motion of protest to the gov- 
I emment. Blrt Showier, teamstei 
I agent, took the 'stand that, while 
I none would like the new plan, un 
I less it was actuarily sound it would! 
I again be no use and further cuts#
■ in pensions would result in the fu-|
I tore.

Further discussion of the bill] 
| will be in the hands of the council's] 

Islative committee. When It 1 
I Ports appropriate action will 
I taken.
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of holding companies were bitterl PUBLIC UTILITIES
The brief submitted by the Vancouver 

Board of Trade and the Canadian Manufactur­
ers’ Association (B.C. Division) is a clear, 
reasoned and logical presentation of their ease 
against the Government regarding the act for 
the regulation of public utilities.

The views they set forth will be endorsed 
by not only the large and influential body of 
business men whom they represent, .but by 
thousands of citizens who see in this measure 
an intrusion of private and individual rights 
and a departure from long-established pro­
cedure under British democratic rule.

Such drastic legislation as this should not 
in all fairness be brought down at the tail-end 
of a session when the order paper is crowded 
with business and when there is not adequate 
time for full consideration and discussion. A 
measure which so much concerns the business of 
the entire province should be submitted to 
every organization affected thereby so that its 
full implications can be considered and dis­
cussed.

On two vital points the proposed legislation 
seems to depart from the established Canadian 
and British practise. In the first place it is 
obvious that the Commission should be respon­
sible solely to the Legislature and not subject 
to the overruling of the government.

Secondly, adequate provision should be 
made for submission to the courts, both as re­
gards law and facts. The courts and the courts 
alone should have the power to grant or refuse 
the right of appeal. As the brief points out, 
“business has the utmost confidence in the 
courts. Surely the government feels this also.”

The overriding of the judiciary by the 
political party in power is an undemocratic 
procedure and a most dangerous precedent.

Conservativeattacked
benches In the House on Tuesday.] 

Leader ofComments ft. U Maitland, K.C. 
the Opposition, said the existing 
act gave the government power to 
step In and investigate the reserves 
of any company, and he was “ob- 
Jectlng strenuously" to acts of this 
pâture.

"There are holding companies 
and holding companies,” he said. 
"This bill covers every little com* 
pany in the country. Eighty per 
cent, of these companies are con­
trolled by five shareholders. If you 
are going out after tax-evaders, 
why cast this shadow over all com* 
panies?”

Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, was 
of opinion that the act did not go 
far enough. There were many com­
panies, he said, that had built up 
reserves In excess of total assets, 
The government should "go after" 
the excess reserves of all compan­
ies. The bill finally passed second 
reading.

The House went through practic­
ally all the bills on the order paper 
during the extended afternoon sit­
ting.

from The

Dr. Telford Is 
Confident of 
Mayoralty Poll

By A. H. WILLIAMSON

VICTORIA, Dec. 7.—Dr. J. Lyle 
Telford was back in the House 
•a Tuesday, but did not take any 
active part in the proceedings. It 
is expected that this will be his, 
last appearance this session, as he 
la now deep in the Vancouver

Man Engaged In 
Gas Business

ting. The night sitting had been 
cancelled in favor of a game din­
ner being given by Hon. Gordon 
•- Wismer, K.C., and Hon. John

Criticism Of Price 
Fixing Voiced 
By Leslie Eyres

The House is rushing through 
the final stages of its annual legis­
lation in an effort to "get out of 
the trenches by Christmas." The 
Intention is to conclude this week, 
but it means long and arduous sit­
tings, several times a day, to con­
clude by Saturday. Meanwhile, the 
Opposition members bewail the 
last-minute rush, and the fact that 
Important legislation is brought in 
during the dying moments of the 
Session, and does not receive the 
consideration it should. Which hap­
pens every session, of course. No­
body ever has thought of doing 
anything about it.

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 7—“Thousands” 

of men will be put out of work as 
a result of the price fixirig of the 
Coal and Petroleum Products Act, 
Leslie Byres, Conservative mem­
ber for Chilliwack, argued in the 
Legislature on Tuesday.

Discussing Hon. Gordon S. Wis- 
mer’s amendments to the Act, Mr.] 
Eyres said that while the legis­
lation protected the people and the 
pil industry, it was forgetting the 
man engaged in the gasoline ( 
business.

He urged that the gasoline sales 
clauses be placed under the Utili­
ties Act, and was supported in this 
by R. L. Maitland, K.C., leader

Asks (heck 
Of Motorists New Haven To Be 

Extended As Soon 
As Practicable

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The Bos- 

stal-type experiment at New 
Haven, Burnaby, was highly com­
mended by the Attorney-General, 
who said that extensive additions 
to the First Offenders’ home 
would be made as soon as pos­
sible.

Money for this had not been 
Included In the estimates, as It 
was proposed to obtain It from 
the capital account whenever 
possible. It was proposed to have 
the boys themselves build cot­
tages for the total accommoda­
tion of 100 to 160 Inmates.

The institution was already 
overcrowded, and much too small 
for present requirements, he add­
ed. He urged that every member 
of the Legislature visit the home, 
In order to see the satisfactory 
progress being made.

Maitland Refers to 
Broken Regulations

The mining committee endeavor­
ed to wind up its affairs on Tues­
day, but lengthy speeches preclude* 
this, and the committee will have 
to meet Xgâîn. Alex Patonj whose 
speeches and queries ran the House 
into & late sitting on Monday, did 
most of the talking again in this 
committee. Mr. Paton takes his 
duties as a representative of Point 
Grey very seriously, but it becomes 
a bit wearying so late in the ses-

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—R. L. Malt- 

land, K.C., leader of the Opposi­
tion, considers it unfair that while 
many Vancouver residents are ob­
serving the 80-mile an hour speed 
limit, a great many more are not. 
Nor, said Mr.^Maltland during dis­
cussion of the provincial police es­
timates, had he ever seen a motor­
ist in Vancouver

Conservative member for Point 
Grey.

Mr. Wismer said he failed to 
understand their arguments, it the 
Legislation were included in the 
Utilities Act, it would mean another 
year's delay in obtaining reduction 
in the gasoline price, he said.

"I could understand suchNew Tax Ad 
Under Fire 
By Maitland

’pinched" for 
overtaking a vehicle on the wrong 
side.

Attorney-General G. S. Wismer,
K.C., said that no doubt the Van­
couver police commission would see 
that both these regulations were 
strictly enforced.

Travelling units to give drivers’ 
tests to residents of the Interior 
of B.C. are planned for the near 
future, Mr. Wismer said in reply 
to a question by H- W. Bruhn, Con­
servative, Salmon Arm.

Mr. Bruhn had asked if It would 
be necessary for these people to 
go to Vancouver for their testa.

- argu- 
rats from the oil industry,” said 
r. Wismer, “but not from the 
ople who will benefit through

ié price reduction, if the people 
tm’t want it, why don't they say

Premier T. D. Pattullo endeavor- 
pd to reassure Mr. Eyres, and 
said he was confident it would 
'%pm out all right.”
; The amendment passed the sec*Change Casts Shadow

All Firms,

mtatlve)

g-m

A22B
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Comments I Blubber BayHuge Cost Of 
Relief In B. C 
Revealed

Ad To (heck 
'AmbulanceTrial Evidence 

Challenged
from The

Wismer Repudiates 
Possibility of 
'Fake' Evidence

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — Amend­

ments to the Legal Profession Act,: 
which Hon. Gordon

Guthrie Thinks 
Utilities Board 
Must Be Supermen

$66,345,000 Spent 
In Eight-Year 
Period

Wismer,!
K.C., said were aimed at the elimi­
nation of "ambulance chasers” met 
with considerable opposition, when 
brought up for second reading in 
the Legislature on Wednesday.

The alacrity with which R. L. 
Maitland, K.C., Leader of the Op­
position, commended this govern­
ment legislation brought forth ex­
pressions of suspicion from several 
members.

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal member 
for Fort George, saw In the amend­
ments the danger of wiping oQt 
some of the business now handled" 
by notaries public, justices of the 
peace and real estate men— the 
witnessing and signing of numer­
ous documents of a legal, or semi­
legal nature.

"T h e Attorney-General has 
gone beyond the decencies of the 
legal profession In not having

^(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Recent as­

size trials in Vancouver brought 
from Colin Cameron, C.C.F. mem­
ber for Comox, in the House last 
night, charges that police officers 
had twisted their testimony, and 
that innocent men were being sent 
to Jail on perjured evidence.

Hon. Gordon 8. Wismer, K.C., 
attorney-general, scorned the idea. 
It was impossible, he said, that 
any man could be tried before Mr. 
Justice Murphy and a jury, and be 
convicted on

HOW MADE UPBy A. H. WILLIAMSON 
(Staff Rrepresentative) 

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—Comments: 
Sam Guthrie, out-spoken and well- 
liked C.C.F. member for Cowichan- 
Newcastle does not hold Liberals in 
high regard. One would think, 
from the $10,000 salaries, that the 
men who were going to sit on the 
Utilities Commission were super­
men, said Mr. Guthrie, when, as a 
(natter of fact “they will only be 
three good Liberals.”

Bulk of Direct 
Relief Disbursed 
In Vancouver

VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—During the 
fiscal year» 1930-1938, a total of 
$66,846492 was spent on relief in 
British Columbia, Hon. George S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, told 
the Legislature Wednesday night 
during consideration of estimates 
for his department.

This was made up, said Mr. Pear­
son, of the following expenditures:

Administration costs $1,191,923; 
public health. $1,168,691 : direct re­
lief, $26,433,387. Most of this direct 
relief was expended In Vancouver, 
he said, and 20 per cent, of those 
on relief were unemployable. 
Roads, bridges and highway main­
tenance work accounted for $12,- 
916,778; winter work projects, 
placer mining camps, flood relief 
and tourist road development took 
another $3,778,042; mining trails, 
roads and forest patrol work an­
other $776,709; youth training, 
recreational and urban occupation

‘concocted evidence." 
"These men have received the same 
trial as anyone else would—even 
honorable members of this House,” 
said Mr. Wismer.

“If the honorable member for 
Comox has any evidence In these 
cases he should bring It forward 
now. I shall certainly Investi­
gate, If any such evidence la 
brought forth. I would never al­
low any Innocent man to go to 
Jail. This la a serious charge and 

a reflection on the courts.”
Mr. Cameron hastened to explain 

that he only had the newspaper 
reports, "but if they are correct, 
it would appear that the evidence 
was concocted.”

The discussiBn came during dur­
ing consideration of estimates for 
the provincial police.

Frank Putnam, Liberal member 
for Nelson-Creston, expressed the 
opinion that there should be more 
specialists in criminal investiga

Mrs. Steeves admitted in the 
House that she had not studied the 
Amendments to the Legal Profee- 
lion Act, brought in unexpectedly 
by the Attorney-General. When, 
however, she eaw the Leader of 
the Opposition—who is also a law- 
rer—embracing the Attorney-Gen- 
iral "across the floor of the house,” 
he certainly smelled a rat and 
romptly decided to oppose the 
îeasure. There were cries of en- 
ouragement from several quarters 
f the chamber. Laymen can 
lways put up a united front when 
ley think any of the professions 
nay be "trying to put one over on

this gons Into thoroughly,” hs 
said.
This brought a sharp rejoinder 

from Mr. Wismer, who sensed a 
personal Insult, and an insult to 
the whole legal profession.

Mr. Perry assured him there was 
no reflection intended — "Unless 
the Attorney-General wants to 
abuse the witness because he has 
such poor case.”

Harold Winch, C.C.F. whip, and 
Mrs. D. G. Steeves, C.C.F., Van­
couver-North, were inclined to 
agree with Mr. Perry. The argu­
ment ended, however, when Ji 
Howard Forester, Liberal, Bur-i

With the House rushing toward 
rorogation at the week-end, mem- 
Brs were becoming a bit wearied, 
id tempers were frayed. At first 
wae hoped the House would pro- 

>gue today. Then it became ap- 
irent that the session would ex- 

Now, with threeend to Friday.
Ittlnge today and tomorrow it is 
pparent that the session cannot 
onclude before Saturday after- 
oon. The opposition benches 
eize on each new piece of legisla- 
lon as another effort on the part 
f the government to cram mea- 
ures through In the dying mo- 

That occurs
Town Estate Bill 
Before Legislature

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA. Dec. 8.—An act to 

provide for the distribution of the 
estate of the late Henry Town, of 
Vancouver, was brought in by Hon. 
Gordon S. Wismer, K.C., shortly 
before the House adjourned on

bents of the House, 
tvery session, with the 
bent benches simply outsitting the 
Apposition.

see
[ It appears that Attorney-General 
frismer's amendments to the Legal 
profession act, introduced in these 
lying moments are doomed to. the 
pmbo of forgotten things. It be-1 
|ome apparent, soon after the mea- j 
jure was introduced that there war 
Opposition on both sides of the 
kouse. The debate on it was grow- 
ng quite heated—even among Lib- 
irai members—when it was sud­
denly adjourned by J. Howard For- 
aster. It was evident that that 
master politician, Liberal Whip 
Sid Leary, had seen that the bill 
gras not popular and chose the 
easiest way out

The House was Just about to ap­
prove the police estimates when 
Hex Pa ton, dignified and dutiful 
member for Point Grey, arose to 
Announce that he would like to

Reject Plan To Cut 
Working Hours Of 
Nurses In Hospitals

(By Gtaff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 8. — E. E. 

Winch’s bill to amend the Hos­
pital Act In an effort to cut work-

HOUSE RACES 
AGAINST TIME

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, Dec. 8.—The House 

raced through most of the meas­
ures still on the order paper on 
Wednesday, racing against proro­
gation for the week-end.

Third reading was given to the 
Public Schools Act, calling for 12 
full years of free education, provid­
ing that where a pupil began at­
tendance at the age of seven, the 
age limit would be 19 instead of 18, 
if parents paid taxes totalling $76 
a year.

An amendment to the Coroner’s 
Act, introduced by Sam Guthrie, 
C.C.F., .Cdwlchan-Newcastle, which 
woqld provide for representation on 
juries by loggers and miners when 
their industries were concerned, 
was defeated.

her of charities. The bill was fost­
ered in the House by Fred Crone, 
Liberal member for Vancouver- 
Centre and was closely watched by 
legal representatives of both the 
widow and a number of affected

a division was called on second 
reading.

The bill received full support 
of the Opposition benches, but 
was defeated by a vote of 29 to 
12.

To arguments In favor of It 
Hon. George M. Weir said that 
nurses in government Institu­
tions had declared themselves In 
favor of the present system.

:
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OVERNMENÏ ATTACKED FOR Comments'ALLOWING EMPLOYERS TO
from TheINFLUENCE' MINISTRY

Breeze Blows Up Over 
Amendments to 

j New Act Rupert Called 
'Siwash Village1 
By Dr. TelfordProrogation 

Assured By 
Saturday

CONTINUE FIGHT

Haro. |Yinch Sc 
Col. Idgett Is 
'Ant Union' Jphill Res<

Goes Th
(By Staff Representative)

VICTORIA. Dec. 9.
(By Staff Representative)

-A bitter at- Surprise-The House 
P practically cleared the order paper 
B of bills and acts in a late sitting 
W] Thursday night and officials ex- 
H pected to call in His Honor for pro- 
11 rogation on Saturday morning.
& The government’s redistribution 
H plan, contained In the bill amend­
ai ing the Constitution Act, passed 
® third reading practically without 
H comment-much to the surprise of 
t' * many observers.

reading

VICTORIA, Dec. 9. 
tack on Col. C. E. Edgett, Head of |V 
(the Industrial Council, and other i ^ 

charged |

use of that term when he 
was discussing the redistribution 
bill on Thursday.

"That Siwash village called 
Prince Rupert,” he repeated time 
and again. Asked why it was a 
"Siwash village,” he replied, event­
ually, that they seemed to be

no dis:industrialists whom 
were endeavoring to block organi­
zation of the C.Ï.O. in British Co­
lumbia, was made by Harold 
Winch, C.C.F. whip, in the House 
Thursday night.

In one of the outstanding debates 
[of the dying moments of the ses- 
Islon, Mr. Winch flayed the govern- 
Iment for * illowlng the employers 
I to influer , them” in the am end- 
aments to * Industrial Conciliation 
Band Arbn . ion act, up for second 
■reading.
I The Amendment to section five, 
■which would make the officials of 
■unions organ, d as at Dec. 7, 1938, 
Ithe collectif- bargaining agents of

15 Per Cer 
Proceed: 
Eormarl

was also givenThird
without marked opposition to the 
following:

the Placer

Harry Perry, whose book-like 
English is always worth listening 
to, gave another fine dessertation 
on democracy and the evils beset­
ting it when he discussed redistri­
bution. And he carried his listen­
ers right on to Elyslan fields, where 
Mr. Speaker was not elected by 
popular vote, where each member 
had three votes and where the 
House consisted of 35 members who 
elected their own premier and cab­
inet. Canada and British Colum­
bia would have to get away from 
party control of government, he 
maintained. >*'

(By Staff R 
VICTORIA, E 

incial LegislateAn act to amend 
g Mining Act, amendments to the 
$ Superannuation Act, Placer Mining L*|jj 'riday night as

KH weepstakes in 
In U surprise 
oments of tht 
ission, Tom U 
ir for Fernle, 

9 ion, which, aft<

Act, Income Tax Act, Henry Town 
Estate Act, Workmen’s Compensa­
tion Act, Vital Statistics Act, Land 
Settlement and Development Act, 
and Trades Licences Act.

Second reading was given to 
amendments to the Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Act, Su- 
ma* Drainage, Dyking and Develop­
ment Act, Contagious Diseases 
(Animal) Act, Land Surveyors’ Act, 
Water Act and Insurance Act.

The House completed committee 
consideration of the Utilities Act, 
the only major change being that 
appeal to the courts on points of 
fact will be allowed at discretion 
of the Lieutenant-Governor-In- 
Council. This was a contentious 
point which caused considerable 
discussion in earlier stages.

In order to clarify an amendment 
to the Motor Vehicle Act which 
eliminated the passenger hazard 
clause in automobile accident suits, 
Hon. Gordon S. Wismer, K.C., at- 

I torney-general, on Thursday night 
I introduced in the Legislature a fur- 
[ther amendment which declared

lhderstanding, 
he House.

When Mr. S 
irst called for 
’nays,” he decli 
ost. Mr. Up! 
:all the questic 
,nd this time 
lissenting vole 
leclared the re; 

j Mr. Uphill, th 
hprang to his ft 
livieion, but 
buickly pointed 
pon, and he 
broad smile on 
j His resolution 
| “Whereas th 
i hospitalization 
( bla than anywl 

Ion;
"And wher 

[ throughout th< 
[ urgent need < 
i ous articles c 
[ "Therefore I 
the Législatif 

| record as beln$ 
stakes, conduc 

I Dominion or a 
I ernment, 25 pe 
| proceeds of w 
| cated to a fun 
| the purpose ol 
| pitals, purcha 
I for, and gem 
I established h<

Ed Kenney, the small man with 
the big voice from the broad acres 
of Skeena constituency, put in a 
word on behalf of the redistrlbu- 

argued that theI tion bill. ____  _____
| Angel Gabriel himself could not 

bring in a redistribution bill that 
would suit everyone. Of course, in 

| this modern swing age, it is even 
| doubtful if the Angel Gabriel’s 
|jj horn-playing would be considered

Hüt E. E. Winchj,------- CoU” Cam-■aron immediately took up the argu- 
meut and expressed their utmost 
antagonism to the measure.

Chief argument in each case was 
the setting of a date in the amend­
ment. This, the C.C.F. member.

tax sale lot. He did not say what
the pensioners would ui 
money to pay taxes on the loi

This, the C.C.F. members 
pointed out, completely eliminated 
any new unions. Mr. Winch Senior 
said that the amendment might be 
•cceptable if this date were taken

skensle end himself a union 
1; “,a _t,le C.C.F. members.were 
ulglng in a lot of dramatics over 
clause. He held that it was in 

anco of labor. |
■he bill was given second read-!

Junior

‘U i i
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I-"”House aLnaorses 
o spit at ‘Sweeps’

.egislature 
idopb Slate 
.ottery Motion
Iphill Resolution 

Goes Through in 
Surprise Move

NO DISSENTIENT

Per Cent of Gross 
Proceeds to Be 
Earmarked

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 10—The Pro-1 

[facial Legislature went on record I 

prlday night as favoring hospital] 
iweepstakes in Canada, 
i In h. surprise move in the last] 
moments of the final sitting thli 
Session, Tom Uphill, Labor mem-g 
ber for Fernie, moved the résolu- r 
lion, which, after some slight mis-| 
hhderstanding, was approved byg 
[he House, 
j When Mr. Speaker Whittaker! 
first called for the "ayes" and! 
rnays,” he declared the reoolution | 
lost. Mr. Uphill asked him to 
ball the question again, however,] 
knd this time there was not a I 
Dissenting voice. He accordingly | 
Declared the resolution carried.
J Mr. Uphill, thinking he had lost, I 
■prang to his feet and called for a I 
Bivision, but several menibei 
huickly pointed ou# tbaffMp'h# 
Evon, and he sat down, with 
proad sriiile on his face, 
j His resolution follows :
! “Whereas there le more ever, 
i hospitalization fa British Colum- 
i bla than anywhere In the Domin­

ion;
"And whereas hospitals 

| throughout the country are In 
j urgent need of funds for varl- 
t ous articles of equipment;

"Therefore be It resolved that 
j the Legislative Assembly go on 
! record as being In favor of sweep- 
! stakes, conducted by either the 

Dominion or any provincial gov- I ernment, 25 per cent of the gross 
proceeds of which shall be allo­
cated to a fund to be set up for 
the purpose of building new hos­
pitals, purchase of equipment 
for, and general solvency of, 
established hospitals."

[House Rejects 
Plea To Halt 

{Nippon Entry
| Division on Future 
I Control of B. C. 
Telephone Rates

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA. Dec. 10.—Captain 

IlacGregor Macintosh's motion for 
Abrogation by Ottawa of the exist- 

ging agreement with Japan In re­
tard to immigration went down to 

defeat when a division was called 
Sin the House late in its final sit- 
gtlng.

When the ruling of Mr. Speaker 
hlttaker on the subject was chal­

lenged by the Opposition benches, 
Jhe was sustained by a vote of 2S 
■to 14, the Liberal ranks voting 
isolidly against the motion. The 
^Conservatives were supported by 

he C.C.F. ranks.
An amendment by David W. 

Strachan, Liberal, Dewdney, which 
Icommended the government's re- 
|cent representations to Ottawa on 
[the subject was approved,

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
George, and Dr. J. J. Gillis, Lib­
eral, Yale, voted with the C.C.F. 
when a division was called on 
notion by Harold E. Winch. It 
would have the Dominion govern- 
nent repeal the act which placed 

gthe B. C. Telephone Company 
under jurisdiction of the Board of 

ailway Commissioners. The Con­
servatives voted wtih the govern­
ment and the measure was defeat- 

led 35 to 8.
Captain Macintosh’s motion that 

bublic tenders should be called for 
Jon public works projects was de­
feated when Hon. George S. Pear- 

on, minister of labor, put in a 
[successful amendment that the gov­
ernment should call tenders as it 

Adeemed advisable.
Also without a division being 

■called, the House supported a mo- 
Ition by Dr. J. J. Hunter, Conserva- 
gtive, Victoria, asking for further 
■negotiations with Ottawa toward 
■improving the tubercular situation 
las it affected Indians.

I Conferences To 
I Start Health 
Insurance Plan

VICTORIA, Dee. 10^-Wlth a J 
view to working out a province- j 
wide health Insurance echeme, [ 
Dr. G. M. Weir, provincial eecre- 

, tary, proposes to atart confer- I 
ences Immediately after the pres­
ent session of the Legislature.

Announcement to the effect 
was made In municipal commit­
tee of the Legislature Friday by
n. AakJaii Kannlnn. VlrtoHl.

DR. TELFORD REPLIES
Sir,—A few days ago, T incidentally mentioned 

in the Legislative Assembly that I had every reason 
for believing that there was an overcharge of $300,-j 
000 in connection with the steel used for the Pat- 
tullo Bridge.

To my astonishment, there was all but an earth*
I quake and I was given newspaper space which, had !

it been paid for would have taxed the resources of 
; even the non-Partlsan League.

May I now be permitted to draw to the attention-1 
| of your readers, a statement made by Brigadier-Gen­

eral Clark in connection with the Pattullo Bridge. 
You will find a report of this in the Daily Province 
of May 22, 1937. "No greater disgrace exists In the 

j history of the province than the financing of the Pat­
tullo Bridge. . . . The Pattullo Bridge could have 
been built for $1,000,000 to $1,600,000 less than it is 

j costing."
Now I merely said $300,000. General Clark’s fig- 

I ure is very much higher, but as he was not a mayoral I 
j candidate his statement received very little atten­

tion at the time. He was not denounced by the press. 
He was not even court-martlalled. He is still living, 
and honors have been heaped upon him, Including 
the Order of the non-Partisan, recently bestowed by 

I Mayor Miller.
Had not one of my witnesses suddenly suffered.

I from an unfortunate lapse of memory (perhaps 
should diagnose it as political amnesia) I would noP"*i 
have disappointed my friends, as they say I did'1' 
However, my real friends understand the situations*

J. LYLE TELFORD.

[House Favors 
i Lowering Old 
[Age Limit
I Plan Would Make 
{Pension Payable 
At 65

(By Staff Representative) 
VICTORIA, Dec. 10. — Reduction 

lof the old-age pension age from 
|70 to 66 years will be recommended 

• Ottawa by the Provincial Legis­
lature, it was decided In the dying 

noments of the session here on 
riday.
Declaring himself sympathetic 

oward a resolution by R. W.
hn, Conservative, Salmon Arm, 

hich would reduce the age limit, 
Son. George M. Weir, Provincial 

■Secretary, moved a resolution ask- 
ng Ottawa to reduce the age as 

|soon as possible.
1 His amendment also included re- 
I commendation that a system of 
| national compulsory contributory 

nee be instituted in Canada.

Colliery Costs 

Considered
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—Canadian I 

j|Collieries (Dunsmuir) Ltd. have!
; | not substantiated their objection to I 
11 the coal report finding that mining I 
i costs can be reduced, according to I 
jthe M. A. Macdonald report tabted] 
q in the Legislature Friday.

The commissioner added that if I 
jthe company insists upon maintain-1 
jling its present attitude of denying 1 
ij that any reductions can be made ! 
3 "we are afraid its bona fides will I 
Jbe seriously brought into ques-1 

tion". i

Replying to criticisms of a pre-fl 
IJvious section of his report, con-1 
a tained in a brief of Canadian Col-1 

Merles, the commissioner said the! 
J brief "seeks to establish its own! 
H exactitude on the one hand and] 
| the unreliable character of the coal 1 
8 report on the other by the con- F 
■ slant use of epithets, 
j "Among the thousands of fig-L 
lures and scores of tables found] 
! therein, thoroughly combed for i 
I errors, they have discovered only 1 
I two, neither of them material,” he I 
I said. "Analysis of the objections] 
I adds weight to the conclusions at-f 
I tacked."
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And

Consumer Pinched By Co‘I 
Venus Fuel Oil Price

mmissioner Scores 
perating Methods, 

Waste Alleged

VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—Death war- 
int of the Vancouver Island coal 
Ining Industry has been signed 
oil companies in British Colum- 

are allowed to fix the price of 
•line without supervision by 

ivernment or legislature, accord­
ing to the third section of the Mac- 
lonald report on coal and petro- 

m industries in this province, 
was tabled in the Legislature 
Iday.
'In this province the oil com- f! 
les who control the price of a 
line, control also not only the g 
» of heavy fuel oil, but have? 
coal-mining industry virtually I 

their mercy." the report made ^ 
Mr. Justice M. A. Macdonald, off 

le British Columbia appeal court f1 
tes.

“This Is because." It continues, 
coal has a market that heavy 

el oil wants, all the oil companies 
ve to do is to lower fuel oil to a 
ice which coal cannot meet and 
en recoup themselves for any 

therefrom by charging mo­
und other gasoline users 

higher price for gasoline."
The commissioner’s charge of! 
lling below cost Is aimed not onlyR 
the oil companies, but at Can-F 

Collieries (Dunsmuir) Ltd., 
ancouver Island’s largest oper

“Canadian Collier** defended 
conditions on the ground it 

forced to sell railways and 
below cost In order to com­

pete with heavy fuel oil also selling 
below cost," he say*.

-It will be obvious that If Cana-1 
aiaa Collieries has a good com- 
plaint against the oil companies fori 
selling heavy foel oil below coet. 
then for the same reason the do! I 
nestle coal consumer must have 
an equally good complaint against 
Canadian Collieries for selling be- 
low coet to railways and Industry - 

First step In saving Vancouver! 
Island coal mines from extinction' 
woald he a reduction hi the selling j 
price of gasoline, the report eaya, 
with the explanation that 
price of gasoline Is reduced 
patent It should be, then heavy fi 
[Oil would be compelled to carry 
owa fair load of coet and would 
|thns compete with coal on a fair I comparative basis. 1

report on the whole. Is fav­
orable to coal, although In diatrt- 
nution of that commodity there 
have been high charges, because 
the tacts warrant it. the commis- 

states.
-In the distribution of coal the | 

and smaller consumers 
have been saddled with higher die-1 

itlon charges, to enable lower 
Prices to the large build- 

haatlng planta,- he says. -If] 
argument appUea again,t oil It 

apply also against coal.
eoe.t.ab”i“.1 ”** "•'«iFea-'
continues, “K is In the economic

__ *hto province to take
“•» •• encourage I 

and to place It on n tooting Ity with heavy fuel oil. 1 
that oil companies I

in Not

fuel by i 
competition

a based paioSIWj
y 11.10 in excess of the fair retail |^jfj 

price,” he goes on. "This $I.U 
excess price paid by nearly 100,00C 
British Columbia motorists did not 
show as oil company net profit 
because It was ‘shifted back* tc 
make up, among other similai 
losses, some $1,400.000 losses in 
curred in heavy fuel oil sales be­
low cost to the Canadian Pacific 
and Canadian National Railways.’ 
THREE CONCLUSION»

The commissioner says hlg In­
vestigations. which followed his ap 
poin-tment by the provincial gov­
ernment in 1934. prompted three 
outstanding and basic conclusions. 

These were (a) that British 
Columbia coals are a suitable 
and convenient fuel; (b) that, In 
general, about the same effici­
ency may be expected from 
either coal or heavy fuel oil pro­
vided design and operating con- 
dltiona are equally suitable and 
(c) that. If coal and heavy fuel 
oil both are sold at economic 
delivered prices, coal should have 
a decided advantage over heavy 
fuel ell. “Reductions In mining 
costs on Vancouver Island, and 
elimination of top heavy coal 
distribution charges are essen­
tial conditions to support this 
conclusion," he added.
Ho warns that “reduction In the 

cost of mining coal on Vancouver 
Island has to be faced if coal is to 
maintain its place as a competitive 
furl.’’ adding that “a large market 
has been lost to Vancouver Island 
coal because of its high cost of 
production and distribution."

The commissioner said that “in 
view of the propaganda now beifig 
circulated by oil companies, it is 
emphasized that the reduction to 
23 cents per gallon was not con­
templated to Interfere with service 
stations as they then and now exist 
W* made it plain-to quote from 
tue petroleum report:

WMtefal method, 
of distribution the retell price of 
gMollne should be reduced to not
Vancouver. * Cent* P" ga,,°” <°

oll'^VrV/ r“,,«d ,h« multi. 
PHclty of and duplication of service
W ? vC.””,d ”ot ^ eliminated 
over Bight' and that It would take 
• reasonable time te do so. 
IMMEDIATE REDUCTION 

•■Therefore we found that the 
reduction to 1J cents should take 
Ptoee Immediately and in due 
courue further reduction, ahouldzsstvstsx
“d reun nelds and normal bual-
n»mh!0mrt,,,on had «Hosted the 

0 *»rage, and bon, flde 
dependent aervlce station, needed in any community. ^

"nd,n»’ ef **»roo. Intel 
«Jha» the reduction ahould 
elworbsd wholly by the ell «el 
T. *,*nd «»•* « ProportU.
MrlleV 1 PaaMd en ,0 «h'
IhZm k. " dMl,r- Thiel 
ehould be a cempallln, Influence

te retire
rrem the reUII field."

...Jh* commissioner commenta 
the «.ruon that ,wtlou
bTYhi* ?*;Une prlCM P™ red. 
by the Coal and Petroleum 
ducts Control Board Act

companies now opérai 
S8 ln Britlah Columbia,*7'
“sold to the people in *
Dd total of SO,691,887 

sasoliue and 1< 
heavy fuel oil.

TpyJowof

gasoline, the former 1
the 'reader may estimate 1 

I what adjustment in prices would I 
[absorb any diminuition of rèvemiel 
consequent upon a reduction ln| 
subsequent years.

“The foregoing statement is bas-| 
ed on 1934 figures. There is 
reason to assume that this general I 
relation has not been virtually j 
maintained in subsequent years.

“For the benefit of those who 
have qualms about anything that 
savors of regulation of the price 
jof gasoline," the commissioner 
[adds, "it should be said at once that 
; the price of gasoline is fixed now ... 
It has been done by the oil com­
panies with no relation to reason­
able cost of production and distri­
bution, but based only on ‘what tho 
traffic would bear*.”

Islands 
Riding Sunk 
Without 
Trace

EVIL SPIRIT»
The pot boiled first as the ^ 

ernmen$ stirred in its new red_1 
tributton bill, a measure which
may be said to combine the db 
verse sciences of geography and: 
politics in a remarkable fashion. 
The opposition conducted a short 
but stinging attack on the evil 
spirit of Gerrymander which they 
saw in the bill and the govern 
ment, with its eye on the clock, 
attempted no particular reply.

It was here, however, that Dr. 
Telford demonstrated once more 
his uncanny genius for the wrong 
word when, to the joy of the 
Liberals and the blank-faced In­
credulity of his own party, he 
called the premier’s seat of Prince 
Rupert a “Siwaeh village.’’ The 
Liberal benches, secretly delight­
ed, muttered protests, knowing 
that if the premier needed any 
help to defeat a C.C.F. candi 
in his own riding here 
.served up on a silver 
' Harold Winch,
Ito sweep up %
[associate.

From Friday's Vancouver Sun 
comes this excerpt from Brucij 
Hutchison's daily column i 
comment on Victoria’s politic* 
activities. Now read the Sunday 
Sun TODAY for today’s column 
by Hutchison, informative and In 
te resting — And enjoy All th 
Sunday Sun’s week-end featuri

Take a copy home, or phonj 
Trinity 4111 for delivery and ret 
Bruce Hutchison every day^

By BRUCE HUTCHISON
VICTORIA, Dec. 9.—This

[is the time—the last, dying 
hours of the session, with the 
eyes of everyone on th.; clock 

-when the statute law of 
British Columbia may be said 
to melt into a kind of thick 
liquid flux just before it 
crystallizes, hard and brittle, 
for another year.

As the vast 
fluid substance 
of our legisla­
ture sputters and 
boils in these last 
hours, as clauses 
are slipped in and 
ladled out, 
most anything 
may happen. It I 
you don’t watch! 
it every moment) 
something entire­
ly unexpected 
and embarrassing 
may crystallize 
out of the boiling, 
and remain cold 
in the pot on the 
gray dawn after; 
prorogation.

Thursday Mr. Pattullo and Mr.] 
IWismer watched the pot like 
rained metallurgists, watched It 

xlouely and long, never taking 
their eyes from it, making sure 

t nothing dangerous got in, 
equally sure that many 

Inor but essential ingredients 
it in. By today they were pretty 

[sure that the whole mass would 
[crystallize In the end as planned.

It la a bewildering business ini 
Jthe dying hours and no one ex-1 
|cept the Premier and hie legal!HtnU. 0,1
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Comments
from The
Capital
Spring Session 
May Be Tried 
Again in 1940

By A. H. WILLIAMSON
(Staff Representative)

VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—Contrary
o first impressions, Attorney-Gen*
irai Wismer’s amendments to the
jegal Professions Act sailed
hrough with flying colors. When

goes
(pleasant farm lande of Chilliwack 

nd Dr. GUlls will travel up the 
autlful Nicola Valley to his home 

peaceful, sun-bathed Merritt. 
Ezra Hennlger has a long ride 
home to Grand Forks and his gen­
eral store, and Tom King will go 

Jto hla multifarious duties and bust 
■ness Interests In and around the 
■mountains at Golden. Sid Leary, 
■after winding up his duties as Lib- 
jjeral whip, will be welcomed home 
fdown the Arrow Lakes way, and 

eorgo Murray will travel by boat

I and mil and car to hla home and 
newspaper business In Ltllooet. 

And the city members disappear

I and members of the cabinet steal 
away for a brief rest and all Is 
quiet again In that noble pile, the 
Parliament Buildings.

70 Measures 
Enacted By 
Legislature
Prorogation Comes 
Doy Earlier 
Than Expected

first Introduced, this measure met 
HBrith considerable opposition. The 

ea™8ae™^)ack-benchers were a bit suspicious 
£®vhen a law relating to lawyers 

vas Introduced by a lawyer and 
(teartlly endorsed by another law- 
|er, "Pat" Maitland. Mr. Wlsmer 
(explained that It was aimed at the 
elimination of "ambulance chas- 
prs," but the House was suspicious.

Then one of the up-country mem­
bers made what was considered a 
personal attack on "the Cowboy" 
(Mr. Wlsmer, to the uninitiated) I 
end when the bill came up, every-f 
body voted for it except the one | 
man who had been so outspoken | 
about it.

• • •
No sooner is one session ended 

(than there la talk of another one. 
Almost every year, at conclusion 
bf the annual gathering of mem­
bers, some one takes up the sug­
gestion of a spring session. They 
argue that a spring session would 
Fit In with the government’s fiscal 
bear; that it would be more con­
venient for up-country members to 
attend in the spring than have to 
atay in Victoria almost up to 
Çhrlstmas; that the cabinet Is al­
ways busy in the fall, and many

Iither reasona are put forth. This 
ear the movement is afoot again 
ind It is gaining strength. At long 
ast there Is a concerted movement 
o change the annual meeting date 

the early spring and while it 
nay not happen in 1939, It Is al- 

jmost sure to happen in 1940. These 
(things take little working out.

And so another year ends. Their 
llrdous labors on behalf of the 
people and democracy concluded 
For the moment, back go the mem- 
§jers to their wide-scattered baili­
wicks. From the bright sunshine 

In Victoria today, Louis LeBour- 
tiais, for instance, must go back 
to the still, cold air and the snow- 
(covered ground of the Cariboo: 
Glen Braden has to travel hun­
dreds of miles through British Co­
lumbia and Alberta back to his 
home 1n the now-frozen Peace 
River country; Harry Johnston goes 

|back to the high altitudes and

I brisk fresh air of the mountains 
at Revelstoke; Mark Connelly tfnd 
Ed Kenney travel by different 
routes back to the distant lands 
of Omlneca and Skeens, respec­
tively.
That bright land In the East|

IKootenays, Creston, calls Frank! 
Putnam homeward, while 

Burns heads for the roar of the I 
[rest furnaces and the rattle of I 
nt machinery at Trail. Rolf I 
uhn will hie himself back to the | 
autlful Shuswap Lake conn 

lore home, while ]

mms

filli

(By Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, Dec. 10.—One bill 

died on the order paper and several 
motions and resolutions met a sim­
ilar fate when the second session of 
the nineteenth Legislature was 
formally prorogued by Hon. E. W. 
Hamber, Lieutenant-Governor at 9 
p.m. Friday. It ended six and one 
half weeks of legislative delibera­
tions.

Escorted by Col. J. R. Kingham 
and Col. Vincent McKenna, his 
aides-de-camp, and A. M. D. Fair- 
bum, chief secretary, His Honor ar­
rived at the House at 8:46 p.m. 
and within a few moments mem­
bers were celebrating his departure 
—and the end of the session—by 
hurling aloft thousands of copies 
of bills, orders of the day, votes 
and proceedings and other contents 
of wastepaper baskets.

The seventy acts written Into the 
statute books of the province dur­
ing the seeslon were read out by 
W. H. Langley. Clerk of the Legis­
lative Assembly. The legislators 
were thanked by His Honor for the 
"generous supply granted for pub­
lic purposes;" Hon. George M. 
Weir reed the formal prorogation 
order, and thus ended the session.

Left od the order paper following 
the final business sitting In .the 
afternoon, was hill 72—an adt to 
amend the Hours of Work Act. 
Also left were a number of mo­
tions and resolutions by private 
members.

Among these was one calling for 
a system of hospital insurance, in­
troduced b£ Dr. D. J. Hunter, Con­
servative Victoria. As the House 
met for progrogatiôn. R. L. Mait­
land, K.G., Leader of the Opposi­
tion, drew this to the Attention of 
the members.

Speaking on behalf of the Pre- jj 
mler, who was awaiting the Lieu-? 
tenant-Governor, at the front en­
trance, Hon. Gordon S. Wlsmer. 
K.C., attorney-general, said that 
there had been some misunder­
standing and If the motion was to 
be dealt with, It would have to he 
during the presence of His Honor. 
This was not done, however, and 
the motion died on the order paper.

Within a few moments of proro­
gation, the members were scattered, 
many of them leaving Immediately 
for their homes. In the House re­
mained only the staff of the ser- 
geant-at-arms and the Janitors, 
cleaning up and putting the 
slonal affairs In order for another) 
day.
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SWEEPSTAKES
The accord which was given by British 

Columbia’s legislators to the motion of Thomas 
*ill, M.L.A., that the government go on 

record as favoring sweepstakes in Canada, is 
indicative of a feeling that is fairly general 
in this province.

Much material benefit has accrued to |S 
charitable institutions in various parts of the i ! 
world as a result of properly conducted and j' j 
honest lotteries. Nor can anyone ignore the ||

; fact that Canadians spend hundreds of thou-

■
-

j sands of dollars annuallv on sweepstakes, being ’
lllv. ? VWf > .'^§L • \raj conducted outside this country. The moral Lconducted outside this country. The moral 

aspect of lotteries is another matter.
Vancouver is noted for the contributions 

^Êm it makes to sweepstakes, both in Ireland and 
in Australia. Each train from this city takes 

| money to sweepstakes in the east, each 
S Sydney-bound liner carries thousands of 
L dollars to lotteries in Tasmania, New South 
[j Wales and Queensland.

All that money could be diverted to funds | 
within the Dominion, if Mr. Uphill’s idea were 1 

. to be adopted. His proposal is that 25 per 
cent of all takings be set aside for the main­

ly tenance and improvement of established hospi- 
Sgg tals and for the construction of new ones.

No one can deny the serious situation at 
the Vancouver General Hospital, where there 

g: is an annual deficit in excess of $100,000. A 
V • Si sweepstake in this country would not take 
^ fare of a11 hospital needs of Canada, but B

R it could alleviate some of the distress.
Approval of sweepstakes in principle by K- 

^ie ®r*t*sh Columbia Legislature does not, Eg 
of course, legalize them in this province. It 

■ will do much, however, to give impetus to the 9 
R increasing agitation for them.

_

Comments
from Tho
Capital
All Is Peace And 
Quiet Again As 
Session Ends

By A. H. WILLIAMSON 
(Staff Representative) 

VICTORIA, Dec. 12.—The noble 
, pile that Is the Parliament Build­

ings Is a calm and peaceful centre 
again today after seven weeks' 
of hectic legislative endeavors of 

I 41 “honorable members’* from all 
| sections of British Columbia.

Within the beautiful Legislative 
| Assembly Chamber, where there 

been light and nolee and a 
j hustle of activity these past seven 
| weeks, all now Is quiet and dim. 

► many-colored marble pillars, 
beautiful carved oak panels 
the deep blue carpet that cov- 
the floor from wall to wall 
Ht only by the Altered rays 

I daylight coming from the leaded 
I high above the pttb-

Gone are ..
!n their bright red and blue uni­
forms; gone are the formal trap­
pings of Mr. Speaker Whittaker 
and the sergeant-at-arms and the 
clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
gone are white-gloved attendants 
who guarded the doore to the cor­
ridors and galleries and gone are 
most of the members of the Legis­
lature. back to their wldely-separ- 
ated homes.

Office space taken over by the 
various staffs is given back to the 
departmental officials who occupy 
them for the remaining 10 months 
of the year, and doors and brass 
gates are flung wide and the pub­
lic can roam at will through the 
quiet corridors.

It le very different from the 
j last hectic night. With the Lieu 
! tenant-Governor arriving to con- 
j elude the session there was a great 

scene of excitement and activity. 
There was a feeling of tenseness 
and suppressed exhilaration at the 
thought of concluding the arduous 
hours of work, which marks the 
final moments of every session.

Then His Honor concluded the 
session and for a while pande­
monium broke loose. Members let 
their feelings run riot and there 
was many a quip and song and 
prank for a few hours as they cele­
brated one last reunion before sep­
arating for another year.

First to leave were the C.C.F.
| members. There were caucuses of 

the Conservatlvss and Liberals.
.! however, and they remained for 

some hours after prorogation.
With R. L. Maitland, K.C., at 

their head, the Conservatives went 
over the business of the session, 
reviewed thir stand and laid plane 

y for the future.
1 The Liberals did likewise, hut 

paused in their more serious con­
siderations for two more pleasant 
events. To Dr. J. J. Glllls, Liberal 
member for Yale, who resigned his] 
chairmanship of the caucus after 
five years, they presented a hand-j 
some travelling bag.

To Captain C. S. “Sid” Leary, 
member for Kaslo-Slocan and vet­
eran Liberal whip, they presented! 
a valuable set of cutlery. Then | 
with the blessing of “The Chief, 

they called Premier Pattullo, 
they broke up to prepare for theti 
homeward journeys.

It was a long arduous session] 
and It saw much accomplished. 
There was a marked unanimity oi 
opinion among all the members oi 
most of the major Issues. Debat 
were friendly and seldom was thei 
any heat or acrimony. New mem­
bers made permanent friendship! 
and old members strengthened tin 
bonds of comradeship that hai 
grown up during years of publii 
service.

The ridings of British Columb! 
are well and ably represented 
Victoria and those representatives] 
are well named “honorable 
bers.1


