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Education, 

Automation

Spotlight

■i

The Speech from the Throne,
■ read to the House Thursday by p 
■Lieutenant - Governor George!
■Pearkes, said the legislature |
■will be asked to expand the de-1 
I partment of education and in- y 
I crease its budget; to extend |
1 services provided by the labor Kj 
I department and pass a number | 
lof legislative changes in the field |
|of labor-management relations. !'

“It is apparent that with in-1
■ creasing automation and tech- 3
I nological change, mass educa- ,
1 lion has entered on another
■ phase,'* said the lieutenant-gov-j

“In consequence, an even j
■ larger proportion of the depart- 
Iment of education’s work will |
I be directed toward the post-

iecondary field of education, 
herefore, you will be asked to 

I approve an expansion of the 
| department."

The speech also said that in- 
1 creased emphasis would be 
1 placed on a continued revision 
lof the curriculum at the ele- 
I mentary school level “to bring 
I it into conformance with modern 
I needs.”___________JHHH|

Jndivided Attention
"The undivided a »mti»>n ul 

I our educational authorities at all 
I levels will be required if wep 
I are to achieve the optimum usrj|||? 
lof this massive and growing 
I public facility and, at the saITie |l|j 
I time, to keep the consumption pH 
lof financial and human re-r 
1 sources within attainable limits.™

"To assist in these endeavors, p 
I you will be asked to approve a I 
I substantial increase in my gov- 
I emment's expenditures for edu- 
I cation,” the lieutenant-governor

In the field of labor, he said,
I greatly increased emphasis had 
I been placed on training and re- 
! training to prepare for the re- 
I quirements of a highly industri- 
I alized society.

“My government recognizes 
1 the increasing impact of auto- 
I mation and the technological 
I changes of the econmy of the

The provincial government will give greater atten
tion this year to its massive educational system and the 
Space Age problems facing British Columbia’s labor ^

I>eo|>lo. In order to men 
challenge, you will be asked to 
augment substantially the serv- 

1 ices provided by the department 
lof labor.”
I The number and scone of

«
J training programs are to be in- 
■ creased.

A number of legislative ||| 
changes will l>e proposed, and ||

Ha women's bureau will he es-■ 
tablished in the department tol 

^ serve as a channel of cintmu- n
g® nication with women's groups, fg 

employers and labor organiza- 
1 P taons, said Mr. Pearkes.

—that of providing low-cost, A 
comprehen sive, first-dollar|w 
coverage to individuals who# 

j were not previously eligible for ^3 
I such protection.”
i FORENSIC CLINIC 

I In connection with the medical M 
$ plan, Mr. Pearkes said the legis-H 
Slature would be asked to make®

I
 certain amendments to the Medi- m 
c;U Grant Act, but he did not M 
elaborate.

He also announced that a ' 
forensic clinic would be estab
lished at the Mental Health 
Centre in Burnaby.

In the field of agriculture, the &?! 
government: will introduce crop M 
insurance legislation at this ses- Lj

fU

mM

Also forecast was a compre- 
p hensive study of automobile in- 
I surance. This will be accom- 
I panied by a major crackdown 

on drunken and impaired 
drivers, and faulty cars.
BIGGER BURDEN 

The Speech from the Throne. | 
steeped in tradition, is a policy I 
statement of the government, 
written by Premier Bennett, and 
l ead by the lieutenant-governor j 
in his role as official representa
tive of the Queen.

Expansion of the fields of edu- 
K cation and lalxir will place a 

greater burden on the shoulders 
of Leslie Peterson, the 42-year- 
old cabinet minister who holds 
the dual portfolios.

Premier Bennett indicated 
be had no intention of separating 
the ]*)sts because of the manner 
in which the jolis “dovetail" to
gether."

J MULTIPLE ROLE
Mr. Peterson is a capable 1 

Ip minister, he added, and will be 
no more hard-pressed in his new 

I role than the premier himself,
■ who in addition to his regular 
j duties is minister of finance,
I president of the Pacific Great 
I Eastern Railway, chairman of 
[the B.C. Ferries, and fiscal 
| agent for the B.C. Hydro.
I The lieutenant-governor 
| nounced that "more than 6'
| per cent" of the 195,476 persons 
j covered by the non-profit B.C.
I Medical Plan “have qualified 
I for the special provincial govern- 
[ment subsidy.”
| “It is therefore abundantly 
| clear that the plan has suceeded

FEDERAL PLAN
“This legislation will be de-| 

pendent on satisfactory amend-fl 
monts being made to federal 
crop insurance legislation; such 
amendments, if enacted in the 
manner indicated by federal au- pi 
thorities, would allow a satis- |Ç| 
factory maximum coverage . .

The legislature will be asked 
to approve the increase in all 
civil service salaries, which was!! 
announced Dec. 14 by Premier;'! 
Bennett. Amount of the increase ;| 
was not disclosed.

It was also announced that I 
the Queen Mother would be a|

S guest of British Columbia dur-[ 
ling the centennial celebrations.!
I She will stop here on her way 
“to Australia, but there was no 

indication of how long.
OTHER BUSINESS 

The lieutenant-governor said | 
the government would bring ini 
the following legislation :
• An act to provide for tiiel 

HH conservation of wildlife in B.C.,1 
PJ to replace the present Game 

Act.
! • Amendments to the Min-1

lre| oral Act and the Placer-mining i
Act.

j • Legislation to eliminate I 
obsolete sections of the Forest I 

H Ac1 and clarify other sections. I 
S • Amendments to the Sc-|

EPl

: ■

I

curities Act and the Administra-1 
H tion Act.

• A Strata Titles Act to j 
enable people who live in apart-1 
ments or multiple-dwelling build-1 
ings to obtain title to their 
homes.
• A Revised Statutes Act 8 

to enable the next revision and 
consolidation of provincial sta-| 
tutes (last completed in 1960) 
to be completed in time for con
sideration by the legislature in 
1970.
• Amendments to the Civil 

Service Superannuation Act, the 
Municipal Superannuation Act 
and the Teachers' Pensions Act 
in order that contributions and 
benefits may be co-ordinated 
with the Canada Pension



"

• . ;

wm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, I960

SSËjSaaiÉliffi

Hartley Hears 
Vain Appeal 

For House Seat

;$fc

*

William Hartiey sat quietly at the far end of the 
iHouse Thursday, his arms folded and an intent exprès-': 
j sion on his face, as Opposition Leader Robert Strachan * 
] pleaded unsuccessfully for the government to allow the 6 
I ex-Yale member a seat in the House.
I Speaker William Murray (SC. 
j Prince Rupert) advised the 
' House that he had received 
j from Mr. Justice J. G. Ruttan 
l a certificate of determination 
J that the 1963 election—in which 
, Mr. Hartley was elected—had 
l been nullified.

He said he issued a warrant 
j to deputy provincial secretary 
i L. J. Wallace on Jan. 17, for a 
Î new election to be held to fill 
) the vacancy in Yale, in accord- 
\ ance with Section 36 of the Con- 
t stitution Act.

POINT OF LAW 
I Mr. Strachan jumped to his 
:j feet to ask if there were any 
! way in which Mr. Hartley could 
j continue to sit in the House until 
! after his appeal.

Mr. Murray replied that while || 
he presumed the NDP leader 
was standing on a point of order, j|| 
which he was permitted to do, |i| 
he was in reality asking the^ 
Speaker to rule on a point of i: ’1 
law.

The Speaker said that so far 
as the Court of Appeal Act ap-.H 
plied to the constitution, he was [j|j 
neither required nor allowed to 
give a legal opinion on the 
question.
‘NATURAL JUSTICE*

Mr. Strachan replied that he P 
was not spcakufg on a point of | 
law, but on “a point of natural 
justice and benefit to the people 
of Yale.”

But his plea was ignored.

m
■ mm

Gibson III 
With Flu j

; MLA Gordon Gibson of j 
North Vancouver missed the

wmm

opening of the legislature H 
Thursday, confined to his bed 
with a severe attack of In- | 
fluenza.

Mr. Gibson was reported fc$| 
weakened from overwork and rJ 
concern for his ailing wife.^___________
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Findings Shock lo Government
■ f-

S Socreds May Ignore

u». ■ W'L' «.’i» v HMMMj

Angus Commission ■

■■■
By JACK FRY 

legislative Report
What will become of the royal 

I commission report on provincial T' 
[redistribution? . \

Probably nothing.
Feeling in the corridors at the .A 

| legislative buildings Friday was 
that the government will ignore 
Dr. Henry Angus’ ambitious re-1 
commendations in bringing in its 
own redistribution bill.

Reason for this feeling is that 
the tables have turned and some 
opposition MLAs who were tear- M Eg 
ful of losing their seats are be- $
ginning to think their positions 
would be strengthened by the I 
proposed redistribution.
SHOCKED SOME 

Also, the report which Pre- iÿj

mmI

mier Bennett had boasted was 
not seen by the government be
fore it was tabled in the House, 
apparently came as a shock to 
some of the government mem-

The action was outside the 
House, as anxious mcmbei s ? 1 
sorted out the tangled threads of 
the redistribution report which 
had been brought down in the 
closing minutes of the opening 
ceremony the day before.

Here is the picture on Vancou
ver Island, as the politicians see 
it:

Saanich Socred MLA John Tis- 
dalle charged that "Saanich has 
been wounded in the House by 
her friends, and the heart of the 
strong has been carved up and 
aportioned to the weak.”

(The southern urban fringe of 
Saanich would be bitten off by 
Esquimau, Victoria North and 
Oak Bay, while Saanich would be 
renamed Sidney and moved 
northward to take in some of the 
sparsely populated Gulf Islands.)

"The people of Saanich for the 
past 12 years have been able to 
speak in one voice. It has been 
a tremendous honor to me to 
interpret that opinion in the legis
lature,” said Mr. Tisdalle.
THREE RIDINGS

"This united front in the legis
lature is to be divided now 
among three ridings that have 
mixed opinions as to Saanich’s j 
destiny.

"They have ignored completely 
the contingent and contiguous 

i characteristics that go to make 
I up a community that existed 
I from Victoria northwards on the! 
Saanich Peninsula,” he said. 
CARVED UP

“It would seem the commis
sion was bent on destroying any 
remembrance of the word ‘Saan
ich’ by mutilating it mercilessly 
on the Angus carving table.”

SflBBSKBlilil
Mr. Tisdale had recommended 

to the commission during its 
hearings in Victoria that Saanich 
be divided into two single mem
ber ridings on the east and west 
Sides of the Peninsula, with the 
common boundary running prin- 
cinallv north and south along the 
Patricia Bay Highway.
|m>i> held

The proposed Sidney constitu
ency would engulf Salt Spring, 
North Pender, South Pender, 
Saturna, Mayne, Galiano, Thetis 
and Resthaven Islands which 
now belong to New Democrat 
MLA David Stupich’s Nanaimo 
and The Islands riding.

But Mr. Tisdalle points out that 
though he would be gaining a 
few new voters in the islands he 
would lose so many voters at the 
southern fringe thàt the existing 
32,000 eligible voters in his rid
ing would be reduced to about 
half that many.
OUTPOLLED

And Mr. Stupich doesn’t mind 
losing the islands because a So- 

^^cial Credit candidate out polled 
BHhim by 500 votes there during 

the September 1963 provincial 
election.

"This would improve my posi
tion by 500 votes,” said the NDP 
MLA, adding that the royal com
mission’s proposal is "reason
able because the island are not 
logically part of Nanaimo.”

The NDP-held Nanaimo riding 
would crowd southward to cap
ture Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan’s communities of North 
Cedar, South Welington, Exten
sion and the other half of Chase

i: the Isl : l ight

■ | A ••

- r

ê*

Skill

m

LXSSWATH CUT
But it would also cut a swath 

northward as far as English
man’s River in Municipal Af
fairs Minister Dan Campbell's 
constituency of Comox, picking BB 
up an estimated 3,700 eligible 8
voters from these two areas 9BHH 
while losing only some 2,250 in®® 
the Gulf Islands.

The Angus royal commission 
as Mr. Stupich sees it, was "a 
reasonable attempt to improve 
representation.”

Municipal Affairs Minister| 
Campbell said he would not be 
disturbed by a loss on his south
ern boundary because, "I will 
run wherever they put me.”
RETAIN SEATS

But he argued that Vancou
ver Island as a region should re
tain 10 seats in the House. The 
redistribution report suggested 
Island representation he trim
med to nine, by turning the 
three-seat Victoria riding into 
two single seat constituencies

11 explained that

pp.

defending
10 seats and not Victoria’s 

right to its three seats, which 
the held by Public Works Min
ister W. N. Chant and Socred 
MLAs Waldo Skillings and J. 
Donald Smith.

Mr. Chant said in the corridor 
that "to be fair to other urban 
areas, Victoria could not justify 

ep three members—an adjustmen ■ 
|f] was inevitable. , ■

But he -said he could not in- 
terpret the political implication - E|g 
of the proposed redistribution 
until the jk>11s of the last electioh 
are examined for an analysis of 
the voting.

Mr. Smith said. ”i would ex
pect there would be some 
changes in this area because of 
|the unfavorable balance (of re
presentation) in other parts."

But, he pointed out that the 
report was "only a royal com
mission" which the government 
could follow in part or ignore 
altogether.

Mr. Smith warned that it is 
premature for comment until 
such time as the" government 
studies the report and decides 
what bill it will bring before the 
House.

Alan Macfarlane (Lib.—Oak 
Bay), whose constituency would 
move northward to take the uni
versity and Gordon Head areas 
away from Saanich, said: "The 
commission has adopted most of 
the suggestions I made at the 
hearing, and I am delighted to 
have the riding expanded.”
OAK BAY

He added with relief that "I 
have been often told every effort 
would be made to take away the 
riding of Oak Bay and deprive 
me of an opportunity to repre
sent these people,” and that he 
was gratified at .the commis
sion’s finding.

A cautious note was injected 
by Liberal leader Ray Perrault, 

g] "These people who believe the 
redistribution on Angus formula 
is an accomplished fact are pre
suming too much.

“We >Ull have to see whether 
he government accepts the re
port. No loyal commission im
poses an obligation on any gov- 
emment to accept it in 
he said.

'Some of the government 
menpbers themselves will be 
affr*< led and I think there will 
be .vine heated discussions in| 
thi, Socred caucuses,” said Mr. 
Pef vault.

m
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Premier Bennett premised 
Friday that the government 
will bring in a redistribution 
bill during the current session.

But he would not say wheth
er the bill will accept the 
changes recommended in the 
redistribution royal commis 
sion report which was tabled 
Thursday in the legislature.

Mr. Bennett told reporters 
in the corridor after the House

Si

mm
ft ** ;]had adjourned until Monday 

that “we will have a redistri
bution bill

Asked if Dr. Angus’ report 
will be incorporated in the 
government’s bill, Premier 
Bpnnctt replied : “I’m not 
saying there will be any 
changes; we haven't studied it 
yet."

-
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Car Insurance
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Probe
Major Boosts for 

Education Planned

WmM

mm ■■
Changes Due 
In Labor, 
Medicare

By JOHN MIKA 
Times Legislative Reporter

Automobile owners and drivers, working 
men and women and students at all levels will 
feel the major impact of today’s speech from 
the throne read by Lieutenant - Governor 
George Pearkes at the opening of the third 
session of the 27th Legislative Assembly here.

But persons needing government help to obtain 
nedical insurance and apartment dwellers will remem- 

Iber it too.
The speech contained two brief references to 

manges coming in the medicare and labor legislative 
fields which could foreshadow major “sleepers” or mean 
little more than minor alterations.

In both cases, Premier W. A. C. Bennett declined 
(to elaborate on their significance.

Almost at the very end of the 4,500-word address 
-longest of the 14 written by Premier Bennett and 
ubbed by him as heralding “the Second Year of the 
tynamic Society"—three announcements were made 

Jn rapid sequence affecting the motoring public.
• Mr. Justice R. A. B. Wootton, Dr. Peter A. 

Lusztig and C. E. S. Walls have been appointed as a
loyal commission “to examine all aspects of automo- 
pile insurance and related considerations as they may 
effect the people of B.C.”

• Motor Vehicle Act amendments will be pro- 
td “for the disqualification of motor vehicle driver 
ncees whose blood has a prohibited concentration 
alcohol."
• Cither amendments will provide for “compul- ’ testing of motor vehicles throughout the province."

^Premier Bennett, elaborating on the short reference to the

iH|rayal commission, told roirorters that the investigation will he. 
HaHphroad enough to cover a feasibility study of the provincial govern-1 

pvt ment setting up an auto insurance plan

ij'Everyone To Be Heard'

i £3

Everybody should have an oi>j>ovtunity to be heard in a full-1 
dress commission hearing,” he said. “It will be so broad they S 
(the commissioners) can look at everything.

"We want the best solution, not just a good solution, for this 1 
province.”

The announcement comes on the heels of a flare-up between a 
auto insurance agents and the New Democratic Party which has 8 
made a government insurance plan part of its progratn.

Justin Harbord, Victoria agency operator and president of 
the provincial association, who earlier this week declared “war" B 
on the NDP over the issue, is expected to be a leading witness 
before the commission. Both sides are expected to produce heavy B 
briefs supporting and attacking the Saskatchewan Government H 
Insurance Office which is the only government agency in the car B 
insurance field on this continent.

Mr. Bennett said there was no time limit on the study but he e| 
hinted that he expected a report about as speedily as the five- 3

I
 month Angus Royal Commission on redistribution. The latter’s H 
report was to be tiled today.
The premier would not divulge any details of the blood-alcohoi

I
 testing and motor vehicle testing ]>ro|x>sals. saying they would H 
be outlined in full by Attorney-General Robert Bonner when he 9| 
speaks Tuesday during the throne speech debate.

Suspend Drunk Drivers
However, it is likely that B.C. legislation will follow the

I
 Saskatchewan precedent of cancelling driving licences of suspects 
who refuse to take a blood test and also susjjending tliose per

sons whose test show a .15 per cent blood-alcohol reading.
The automobile testing program probably will be patterned 

|on the one operated by Vancouver city but Mr. Bennett would not 
a indicate if the provincial plan would involve a partnership with 

I municipalities.
The government program at this session as far as it was

I
 revealed in the throne speech — also will include major expansion 
of the education department’s activities and budget which will 
affect everyone from kindergarten tots to pensioners taking night 

school courses.
The speech noted that the first graduates will be coming

I
 out of the re-organized high school program next year so "in
creased emphasis now will be placed on revision of the curri
culum at the elementary school level — a revision already start

ed — to bring it into conformance with modem needs.
The rapidly proliferating field of education, with new types

I
 of institutions as well as more facilities, will be clarified 

order that the whole public education system may be i
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fz'; from kindergarten to postgraduate levels.

"It Is apparent that with increasing automation and tech
ie nological change, mass educ ition has entered on another phase.

; ,y, "In consequence, an even larger proportion of the department 
.'■‘of education's work will In? directed toward tin? post-secondary 

i* field of education. Therefore you will In? asked .to approve an I 
: - expansion of the department," Gen. Pearkes told the assembly. |

The speech noted there are already almost 17.000 full-time in-1 
jfl structors. more than 420.000 students ind buildings worth more t 
2TÎ than half a billion dollars in the public education system, not F 

\ i counting part-time and night-time classes. But growth continues j 
[ . at a rapid pace.

"To assist in these endeavors, you will be asked to approve n 
, substantial increase in my government's expenditures for edu-,1

31 her sections read by Gen. i
said :

"My government will seek your approval at this session of a I 
Strata Titles Act. This legislation will enable the many persons I 
who make their homes in apartments or in buildings containing I 
a number of dwellings to obtain title to their homes." J

The premier elaborated only to say that such titles would 
k qualify people who now rent to obtain the homeowner grant andl 
| to vote as ratepayers in municipal elections. Presumably they:
I would become subject to municipal property tax too.)

"Her Royal Highness the Princess Margaret has expressed! 
| her wish that Portland Island, given to her by the province of! 
| British Columbia in 1958. be returned to the province for use as| 
^ n provincial park bearing her name.

I cation," the lieutenant-governor read.

Education, Labor Linked
Princess Park Planned

Premier Bennett told reporters that he has no intention of j 
$5 splitting up the Education and Labor portfolios held by Leslie 1 

Peterson despite expansion of activities by both. He said the a 
ÿti tlirono speech references showed how the two portfolios dove- c 

tilled and demanded a central administrator.
"My government recognizes the Increasing impact of auto jj* 

mat ion and technological changes on the economy of the prov-R 
jj@y ince and the lives of our people." the speech said.

"In order to meet this challenge, you will be asked to aug-| 
Ç ment substantially the services provided by the department of |

These services will include expansion of the training and re-fc 
rn training programs under way and inauguration of special re-F 
H search on working agreements and the impact of automation | 
III which will be used to help labor and managements during nego-| 
H tiat ions.

E The labor department also will set up a Women’s Bureau |
■ ffo'owing last year's establishment of the first woman industrial 
stij relations officer) which will correlate information, stimulate re- 
$■ search and "compile comprehensive reports irt such areas as 
B equal pay for equal work, maternity protection, minimum wages 
HSfand employment benefits."

In an enigmatic reference, which Premier Bennett declined 
g» to elucidate, the speech added :

"As a further measure by my government to make its sendees 
B|of labor, management and the public more effective, a number 
SB of legislative changes w ill be proposed."
$3B| Premier Bennett, when discussing the speech with reporters. [• 
66 started off by drawing their attention to another cryptic reference r
■ to legislative changes involving the province's medical insurance j

"My government is most appreciative of the generosity of I 
: Her Royal Highness in returning this gift for the enjoyment of I 
i the people of the province and will immediately establish Princess| 
y Margaret Park in accordance with her wishes."

(Premier Bennett denied that his government made any I 
approaches to the princess for return of the island, about 1 !iI 
miles north of Swartz Bay. which was given to her during a B.C.l 

i centennial year visit shortly after plans had been announced toi 
Ë make it a marine park.)
H "It is . . . appropriate to recall that an Jan. 24.* 1867, Governor 1 
Ij Frederick Seymour formally ojjened the first session of the Legis-1 
relative Council of the United Colony of British Columbia at New| 
I' Westminster. This was the first legislative body whose juris
ts diction included the length and breadth of our province as 
H know it today.

"My government has advised me of its desire to cominemor-1 
at ' this event and launch our celebration of the National Centen-| 

: , ary by converting the opening of the appropriate session of the!
| Parliament of British Columbia in the historic City of New West-|

M minster on Jan. 24, 1967.’

Details Come in Budget
| "On medicare, you'll notice there are changes for the grants | 
I act," he said. "I can't say what they will be until the budget 
I speech "

Prcsesd for some hint, he said : "It'll lx? an improve g 
| ment. That's as far as I can go."

But the speech indicated that last year's B.C. Medical Plan | 
k a success with 67 per cent of the subscribers having qualified 1 
for either the 50 per cent or 25 j>er cent premium subsidies (de-1 
pending on income)—the first time the government has revealed | 
the ratio.

The plan covered 195,476 subscribers and dependents by Jan. 1 
10 (it began June 7) and the premier said he was sure that ini 
time the target of 445,000 persons he raised last year will be | 
reached.

He said that about 90 per cent of the province's population now 
has medical insurance of one sort or another which is "better 
than any other place in North America."

(Premier Bennett did not identify the building that will bel 
y used for the occasion but added that only the ceremonial opening I 
| day such as occupied today's assembly — will be held there. The| 
I rest ol the 1967 session will be held in Victoria).
I "I am pleased to learn that in March of this year, on her way I 
Hj to Australia, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother will! 
I be an honored guest in the province of British Columbia during! 
| our Centennial celebrations.”

(Premier Bennett would not reveal whether the Queenl 
Mother’s already announced stop-over of a few hours in Vancou-| 
ver was to be extended into a brief but official visit).

In other references, the throne sj>eech forecast amendments 
to various acts including the su[>erannuation provisions for civil 
servants, municipal servants and teachers as a result of the new 
Canada Pension Plan but it was not revealed whether they would 
be "stacked" on top of the federal pension or "integrated” with it. 

The speech also recounted the past year's progress in welfare,,
|transportation, hydro-electric power development and numerous 
' other fields—in all cases predicting more advances in the future.

It said a Wildlife Conservation Act would be brought in to re-1 
[place the Game Act but there was no detail.

Amendments to the Securities Act will be proposed but the I 
premier declined to reveal whether they would include a require-1 
ment that lending companies and retail establishments disclose | 
effective interest rates on financing loans.

Changes also were promised to the Forestry Act, Placer Min-1 
Ing Act and Mineral Act (the latter possibly involving the offshore I 
mineral rights situation) and all statutes will be revised and eon-1 
solidated by 1970.

The speech also indicated the province will institute a crop I 
Insurance program for farmers if there are satisfactory amend-1 
mentis to federal legislation clearing the way. ,

Gordon Dowding (NDP — 
■Burnaby) started early this
■ time in his annual campaign 
■during legislative sessions to 
| seek divorce reform.
1 He indicated Wednesday he
■ intends to put a private bill
■ before the Legislature which 
■would permit divorce on several 
■grounds besides adultery, in-
■ eluding desertion, insanity and
■ cruelty.

MLAs î 
LITTLE

By
Times L

Now that the Throne Spel 
ceremony and last nigj 
elate ball are memories 

ordinary mem- 
j hors of the leg
islature have 
time to take 
bear ings on 
their ho m e- 
away - from - 
home sur
roundings.

This year a 
igreat .number 
of things are 
different and 
they are harbingers of 
greater changes in the 
year or hvo so far as pers< 
amenities are concerned 
our legislators.

Most of these can be tr<
I to the great gaping hole 
! door to the Parliament Bil 

Ings from which spring | 
steel skeletons of the cen| 
niai museum and archive:

Mika

Parking Lost
The first change they 

ticed was that their convl 
ent parking area, in the nJ 
est corner of the former 
service parking lot choserg 
the museum site, had dii 
pea red. Now they have 
walk almost a block 

a their temporary’ parking 
"I on the other side of the bt 
| ings.

Another early impressiofl 
| change tor the MLAs 
I found in the dining 
U where they fuel up for 
| loogwvinded speeches.

The food's different 
year, with the change to 
Princess Mary catering 
ice, but so are the prices, 
several of the memll 
known to be ... eh, so| 
what parsimonious*. 
may be the most noticej 
difference at all.

Inside the debating chi

I
 her, they may or may not™ 
free the fine hand of 
Speaker William Murray 
k embarking on a genl
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tmfrrstttm-nmMLAs SEE MANY 
LITTLE CHANGES At This Stage 

hompson Right'By JOHN MIKA
Times Legislative Reporter

program of toning up the 
atmosphere and working con
ditions in the House 

This year, the old, work
manlike but dreadfully plain 
plywood bookcases that hold 
the law books of the province 
on each side of the House have 
been replaced with proper 
cabinet work.

Handsome Chair

Now that the Throne Speech 
ceremony and last night’s 
•late ball are memories, the 

K ordinary mem- 
| hers of the leg
islature have 
time to take 

i bearings on 
; their home- 

away - from - 
Thorne sur*
» roundings.

This year a 
Ej great . number 
of things are 

; different and 
they are haihingers of even 

| greater changes in the next 
! year or two so far as personal 

amenities are concerned for 
| our legislators.

Most of those can lx* traced 
to the great gaping bode next 
door to the Parliament Build
ings from which spring the 
steel skeletons of the centen
nial museum and archives.

Mika

Parking Lost
The first change they no

ticed was that their conveni
ent parking area, in the near
est corner of the former civil 
service parking lot chosen as 
the museum site, had disap
peared. Now they have to 
walk almost a block from 
their temporary parking lot 
on the other side of the build
ings.

Another early impression of 
change for the MLAs was 
found in the dining room 
where they fuel up for the 
long-winded speeches.

The food's different this 
year, with the change to the 
Princess Mary catering serv
ice, but so are the prices. With 
several of the members 
known to be . . . ah, some
what parsimonious *. . . this 
may be the most noticeable 
difference at all.

Inside the debating cham
ber, they may or may not no
tice the fine hand of Mr. 
Speaker William Murray who 
Is embarking on a general.

The speaker's own chair— 
not the high-back formal one 
used for ceremonies but his 
working chair in the House— 
is a handsome piece of carved 
furniture, including a recess 
in the hack to accommodate 
his tricorn hat When he leans 
back to gaze soulfully at the 
soaring dome above. Gone is 
the rather plain and worn 
chair that has seemed so out 
of place among the rich car
peting and shiny marbles of 
the chamber.

The members’ own commo
dious, leather swivel chairs 
have been cleaned and shined 
up as much as possible but 
the speaker quietly is begin
ning to shop around for a 
general replacement of the 
decades-old furnishings.

But the biggest change is yet 
to come.

More Space
When that next-door hole 

gapes no more and the cen
tennial complex is opened in 
1967, workmen will move into 
the large archives area im
mediately behind the legisla
tive chamber to renovate the 
space for other uses.

The speaker appears confi
dent that the space will go to 
the MLAs to provide them 
with semi-private offices of 
their own—something entirely 
new for B.C. but more in keep
ing with the higher pay and 
heavier responsibilities of a 
modern politician.

A committee is studying the 
office allocation plan now with 
a view to giving one cubicle to | 
every Jwo MLAs.

mm %fed Jag m

Premier .Bennett today slam- ■ 
med back at Conservative MP11 
Alvin Hamilton and said he 
agreed with national Social É 
Credit Leader Robert Thomp- |j 
son’s support of the Liberal 0 
government ‘'at this stage.

The premier was asked for j| 
comment on Mr. Hamilton's ^ 
speech accusing Mr. Thompson 1 
and his four colleagues of f* 
“cutting the throat of Premier I 
Bennett" by saving the Liberal Ij 
government from a non-c >nfi- 3 

| dence vote.
“That's not true," snapp’d | 

Mr. Bennett.
“If I was in Ottawa at this | 

early stage in Parliament I I 
wouldn't defeat the government, s

■ “We stand for stability. We 1
■ don't try to see how popular we §
■ are but to do the right thing and | 

sometimes that, means doing | 
something unpopular."

Mr. Bennett said the Socreds 1 
probably will be heavily criti-1 
cized because they voted | 
against the SI 00 old-age pension | 
proposed in the Tory non-confi-1 
dence v.ote.

But, he said, sooner or later | 
^—people xvould realize that the I
HI party was in favor of higher pen- j‘" 

sions and only voted the way it f 
did in order to avert the chaos# 
of another unwanted election, j;

"We're for the old-age pnsion | 
and putting more purchasing g 
power into people’s hands but ^ 
we don't, fall for the cheese in : 
the Diefenbaker trap," he said. , 

Mr. Bennett said the Socreds ij 
had achieved their stated pre-ji 
election aims of forming the jj 
balance of power and forcing jj 
the Liberal government to i 
change its ways.

He claimed the federal cab
inet * re-organization was the 
direct result of the fact that the 
Socreds had the balance of 
power.

But we’ve got to use that 
balance of power in a respon
sible way."

He said the party “certainly 
holies" that higher jiensions will 
be announced in the federal 
budget as well as abolition of 
sales tax on building materials.

Mr. Bennett, who campaigned 
extensively and bitterly against 
the Liberals in the Nov. 8 
election, indicated he was more 
kindly disposed to the new 
federal regime.

“I think they’re starting out 
as a much better government 
than they were last session,” he 
said.

“I think they'll last."
BMH
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THRONE SPEECH 
HIGHLIGHTS

A royal commission appointed today to study i 
the whole field of automobile insurance including ! 

gag*! feasibility of a government plan.
* * * j

Legislation to distpialify drivers «hose blood ,
has a prohibited concentration of alcohol.

* * *
Compulsory testing of motor vehicles through- j 

jg out the province.
* * * j

Substantial expansion of the education depart
ment and government expenditures on all pha>es 
of education.

* * * t

Revision of elementary school curriculum will 
be speeded up.

* * *
Labor department services will lx- expanded to j 

; meet challenges of automation and training and ; 
8 retraining programs will be expanded and up- j 

IÜÜH3 graded.
* * *

Establishment of a Women's Bureau within 
the labor department to promote improvement of ; 

g! working conditions for women.
* * *

gjjBgMHHH A Strata Titles Act to enable many pci'sons 
§j living in apartments to obtain title to their rented j 

premises giving them a ratepayer vote and the i 
homeowner grant.

* * *

Improvement of the Medical Grant Art sub
sidies under the B.C. Medical Plan.

* * *

Establishment of a forensic clinic at the Mental j 
Health Centre in Burnaby.

* * *
Development, of Portland Island, north of 

Swartz Bay, as a provincial park in the name of 
Princess Margaret who has decided to return it to 
the province for this purpose.

* * *
Next ceremonial opening of the Legislature to j 

be held Jan. 24, 19G7, in New Westminster where 
B.C. Legislature met 100 years ago.

* * *
Increase in all civil service salaries.

* * *
Amendments to the Securities Act, Forestry 

Act, Mineral Act, Placer Mining Act, various super
annuation acts (to fit them in with the new Can
ada Pension Plan) and replacement of the Game j 
Act with a Conservation of Wildlife Act.

IGQRDON FIGHTS

G

0

O'

|
vais<l 
rate

I
qued 
Shail)

t Caucus 
Revolt 
er Rate Hike

’imes Ottawa Rtirrnu
flTvWVA — A revolt in the p 

Liboml caucus occurred Wed- j 
lly over suggestions thc^ 

government might decide top 
the ti per cent interest § 
eiling on bank loans, 
government has not yet 
a firm decision on this 

Son. Finance Minister 
was unable to attend the 

is because of the pressure
of bieiness.

parliamentary secretary, | 
Chretien, acting

st tuitions from Mr. Sharp, I 
pope®d up the subject by g 
6 mo^ng that the question of the| 

interest rate ceiling be referred | 
to a special committee of the | 
caucus for study.

Walter Gordon, former fi-l 
nance minister, now a back- s 
bencher, immediately led the! 
attack against any proi>osal to 
remove the ceiling on bank 
loans and it became a general 
discussion. Many Liberals par
ticipated indicating their firm 
opposition to any such move by 
the government.
|vr<;ki> by commission 

The royal commission 
banking and finance had recom-l 
mended that the ceiling be 
removed. The economic council 
has recommended that the 
interest ceiling be lifted. There 
have been reports that Mr. 
Sharp had about decided to 
reverse the decision of his 
predecessor and lift the ceiling. 

Mr. Gordon attacked such a

I
 move, setting .out all the 
arguments he could muster 
against it. Several other Lib
erals spoke in support of Mr. 
Gordon's stand.
Mr. Sharp is reported to bel

I
 annoyed that this whole question | 
was opened up and debated in | 
caucus at a time when he was g 
unable to attend.



Victoria to Lose 
One Seat In Shuffle

■Hnunwan

of Legislature
Local Ridings 
All Face Change

By JOHN MIKA 
Times Legislative Reporter

Local MLAs today generally accepted the redis
tribution commission’s recommendation that one of 
the Victoria region’s six seats be sacrificed to help 
rationalize the constituency map of B.C. along more 
democratic lines.

If accepted the redistribution plan will give the 
cities the whip hand for the first time.

The report, tabled in the leg-1 
j islature Thursday, would re-1 
\ arrange provincial boundaries! 
| here (now affording six MLAs 6 
I in four ridings) to create fivef 
y one-man constituencies.

It would :
• Divide Victoria north and 

| south of a line along Pandora 
a into two renamed ridings ;

• Enlarge Oak Bay to in- 
| elude the university and Gordon 
I Head areas now in Saanich;

• Saanich would lose to 
| each of its neighbors : the urban 
J south end to Victoria north, the| 
|western Saanich Highlands to 
I Esquimau and the eastern uni- 
Iversity-Gordon Head area to 
I Oak Bay; but it would be ex- 
| tended northward to add all the 
I Gulf Islands up to and includ- 
1 ing Galiano and the resultant 
i entirely-rural seat would be re- 
I named Sidney constituency;

• Take away Esquimau con- 
[stiluency’s entire Malahat ai' 
g but give it an urban toehold for. 
I the first time by transferring 
| Esquimau municipality and Vic-j 
B toria West to it.

There were boundary changes 
| up-Island too but no seats lost 
land the report recommended I 
152 single-member ridings fori 
| the entire province with most 
| of them fairly close to the

'RE' ALMOST 
BECAME 'EX'

IFOR STRACHANl
Opposition Leader Robert 

St radian had a few anxious _ 
moments Thursday night until - 
he ascertained that lie still 
lived inside his proposed new

The redistribution commis
sion recommended Coivichan- 
New castle be renamed and 
reshaped, including moving 
its northern boundary down 
to Nanaimo River which cuts 
through Cedar where he lives.

“But I’m just on this side 
of the south bank, so I’m 
okay,” he said after pouring 
over the commission’s small

■ arithmetical average of 16,7501 
I voters.

The changes netted an in-_ 
I crease of seven constituencies | 
I for the Vancouver and Victoria 1 
I metropolitan areas combined— j 
[ by reducing although not elim-L 
[ mating the over-representation g 
[in the hinterland—but in Vic-6 
1 toria’s case one more riding I
■ still meant an over-all loss of | 
lone MLA.

-
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Metropolitan Areas Get Control “I can only say that my re
marks apparently have 1 borne 
fruit and I have been proved 
right by the commission.”

(However, although Dr. Angus 
and F. H. Hurley recommended 
single-member ridings, H. L. 
Morton brought in a minority 
report disagreeing with this par
ticular point and contending that

‘‘The reduction ... is pro
posed not because the present 
districts, with the islands men
tioned, have fewer than the 
a\ erage number of registered 
voters but because, if highly 
urban districts

urban areas five more seats j| 
than a strict ‘‘rep-by-pop” for-j 
mula.

Commission chairman Dr. 
Henry F. Angus said this would 
in effect give ”81,000 phantom I 
voters” to the interior and 
north. But he pointed out it 
was still the most rational ideal 
that could be devised after the 
commission's travels of 1,200 
miles by air, 2.10 by train and 
6,000 by road to hold 34 public 

! hearings since September.
Here's how the comparative 

This would mean the power i statistical pictures shape up for 
structure would conform much | this area : 
more closely to the population | The present three-seat Vic- 
balance but even at that, the ; toria riding contains seven 

, sheer necessities of geography j square miles and 32,870 regis- 
i and scattered frontier-popula- tcred voters, or one MLA for 
'■ tion still would give the non-1 each 10.927 voters.

lions would make a historic 
change in the poiltical stance 
of the province, passing control 
of the legislature from the hin
terland to the two metropolitan 

I areas.
j The lower mainland and 
I Greater Victoria, which now 
I have a minority of 24 scats in 
f the 52 - m e m b c r legislature 
l would fill 31 seals—or 60 per 
\ cent—in the revamped legisla

te to make 
good the allocation of members 
to outlying districts, Greater 
Victoria is one of the regions j 
that should share th burden.

In other words, the number 
°f registered voters in a dis
trict in Greater Victoria sltouldl 

| be compared not with the pro- 
, v:r.r;..l average of 16,750 but 

the com-j with the numbers in districts in 
the lower mainland.

Municioal Lines Disregarded
“Within the Greater Victoria northward along Shelbourne to 

region, equality in numbers per the edge of Mount Douglas Park 
MLA has been sacrificed to a and Cordova Bay. 
limited extent to the desirability , c .. .. .of natural boundaries, but mu- , V'c,°™ South «ou d lie be-
nicipal boundaries have been we™ E^ulmalt and 0ak ^ 
a;™™------ » : loundmv-

metro Vancouver 
Victoria should have dual-mem
ber ridings as advocated by 
the premier and suggested by 
the terms of reference.)

Dealing with the reduction of j vincial 
j seats for this region, 
mission said :

The proposal would create a j Malahat area taken from my | 
:our-square-mile Victoria North! constituency. I argued againstj 
riding with 18.900 voters and a jit but that's not the way the j 
5.5-square-mile Victoria South; commission saw it and I accept j 
with 19,200 voters. , that.

Saanich constituency now has; "I’m in agreement with the 
29.780 voters in 80 square miles j principle of one-member ridings 
and proposed Sidney constitu-j everywhere and I also agree in 
ency would have 18,800 voters j general with the over-all changes 
spread over 203 square miles, j in the province, 
much of it water. “I think we should rely on the |

Oak Bay now has 13.936 voters j commission. We, as MLAs, i 
inside seven square miles and i naturally are biased because re- 
it would have 18,600 voters in 101 distribution not only deals with] 
square miles. | constituency boundaries but in-!

Esquimau now has 16.0S9 vot- volves uur lucres as members, 
ers and 1.315 square miles and j "So I think that unless there is 
it would have 17,700 voters and some glaring error in the report, 
940 square miles. we shouldn’t quarrel with the

Herbvrt Bruch. Esquimau commission but accept the

in a line extending J 
from Inner Harbor along Yates j 
Street, north on Douglas, east 
along Pandora, to Oak Bay June-1 
lion, and northeast on Fort to 1 
Trent, north along Shakespeare j 
and east along Bay Street to a i

lane, a Liberal whose scat was 1 
BJjyovcd to be headed for ob-1 
Jport—which Inave not seen "yell 
as have none of the cabinet— j 
should not have any changes | 
made in its recommendations,” 
he said.

“Whether this is good politics | 
or not I haven’t even given a| 
thought.

"The fact is that better repre-j 
sentation by population was thej 
reason for appointing the com-! 
mission and it was bound toj 
produce changes, so we shouldn’t 

t try to block them.”
1 Waldo Skillings, the second-1

oose areas from Equimalt in 
the south;

Nanaimo and The Islands 
would be renamed Nanaimo and I 
it would be cut hack from 220 i 
to 100 square miles by losing j 
most of its islands to the new ! 
Sidney and Cowichan-Malahat I 
constituencies (keeping only 
Gabroila and Valdez) but taking 
part of Cowichan-Newcastle in 
the south and up to Parksville 
in the north;

Huge Riding Called Northland
A completely new riding Strachan and Liberal Leader 

named Northland would be Ray Perrault made guarded i 
created spanning the northern compliments about the “indus-j 
third of the province, totalling triousnoss” of the commissiongovernment bill is in the house , 

to see how much of the com
mission's report is embodied in 

I the legislation. We'll give it a 
[good, hard look then,” he said.

All three Victoria MLAs live 
in what would become Victoria 
South constituency.

John Tisdale (SC—Saanich)
I whose brief to the commission 
Ion splitting Saanich peninsula 
I into two constituencies divided 
I by the Patricia Bay Highway 
I was rejected, said he will "try 
I to live” with the commission’s 
I recommendation.
I “I’m sure ttiere could be pros 
I Qnd cons forever on a topic like 
I this but I doubt' you’ll see any

get any unanimity on the amend- J 
ments,” he said.

“That’s the way she’ll stand I 
and we may as well live with! 
it. Certainly I’ll try to live with! 
it and represent a new con-g 
stituency as best I can—besides,I 
I like sightseeing and I haven’t! 
had a chance to visit the Gulf I 
Islands much in the past.”

However Mr. Tisdalle took] 
satisfaction from the commis-1 
sion’s single-member principle ! 
for all ridings. He was pub
licly slapped down by Mr. Ben
nett in the last session when he 
advocated one-member ridings 
only to be interrupted by the 
premier who said he favored

However, lxith said they would 
have to study the report in de
tail before taking positions on its 
recommendations and they also 
pointed out that “in the final 
analysis” the government party I 
would decide how boundaries j
were changed.
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Hints and Indications
qne of the brightest ele-

[ ments in a Throne Speech which 
!' actually reveals very little of the 
• government’s intentions is the heavy 
, accent on education. Reorganiza- 
i tion and improvement of schooling 
j from primary grades to adult tech- 
3 nical institutions is promised, along 
I with increased financial aid to the 
| universities.

The latter aspect of the legisla- 
Ifive program in particular will 
jj be watched with special interest 
! throughout the province, since the 
I recently announced increase in the 
f federal per capita grant to universi- 
I ties calls for parallel action by the 
| province. The need for such aid has 
j been amply demonstrated in the 
; Bladen Report, in the report of the 
j Economic Council of Canada, and 
■ in the pleas of the province’s three 
j public universities for more funds to 
I cope with the increased demands on 
I their crowded facilities.

Labor legislation will also im- 
jj pinge on the educational field, with 
' action promised to aid retraining 
i programs for workers faced with the 
| unsettling effects of increasing auto- 
; matron. Other cryptic references to 
labor bills must await Mr. Bennett’s 

I clarification.
The proposed compulsory testing 

! of automobiles should occasion little

debate. A municipal testing system J 
has long been in operation in Van-’ 
couver with beneficial results, and 
the principle should be easily extend
able. Blood tests for suspected j 
drunken drivers may pose considéra-, 
tions of individual rights and consti
tutional limitations, but the extent : 
of the proposed legislation is not yet jg gg 
clear.

The Strata Titles Act will raise | 
some interesting possibilities and 
also problems. By giving tenants of 
multiple dwelling places the status 
of owners, they would be eligible for 
the homeowners’ grant and taxpay
ers’ franchise. They would also be 
eligible to pay property taxes sepa
rately from their rental charges.

Although the Throne Speech was ! 
of record length, it will be the budget 
which will reveal the real meat of j 
the session. In the face of Thurs
day’s document, it is difficult to sec r 
how predictions of an extra long 
session will be borne out But Mr. 
Bennett is well known for his pro
duction of highly controversial ■ 
issues at an advanced stage in the j 
sessions, and the present gathering 
may be no exception. The car in
surance enquiry and the report , 
on gasoline costs may well spark ; 
lengthy debates. But as yet the ; 
legislative clouds are well down on i 
the horizon.

MLA Loses Reputation 
... Just a Plain Member

The Angus redistribution report was the clincher in wiping 
out Victoria Socred MLA Waldo Skillings’ reputation as a 
prophet.

He gained the reputation two sessions ago when he cor
rectly forecast the departure of former Victoria Times pub
lisher Stuart Keate to take over the helm of the Vancouver 
Sun.

So everyone paid attention when he gleefully told the 
1965 legislature about two more imminent events.

He said federal cabinet minister Arthur Laing, Liberal 
MLA Gordon Gibson and Vancouver Sun editor Bruce Hutchi
son were fighting it out for a senate appointment that would 
be made by mid-1965

And he predicted that Liberal MLA Alan Macfarlane 
would be gerrymandered oui of his seat by the next redis
tribution proposal.

Well, the Senate tip didn’t pan out and Thursday a royal 
commission recommended that Oak Bay constituency be en
larged, rather than wiped out.
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Tysoe Wants 
Ombudsman'

•

màfm

Compensation Advice for Workers 
Needed From 'No-Strings' Lawyer

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter

After two years’ study, it took Mr. Justice Charles 
Tysoe about 250,000 words to tell the provincial govern
ment how to improve the workmen’s 
setup.

It likely will take the govem- 
. - ment just as long to fully digest 

and implement all the changes 
It may endorse in the 451-page 
royal commission report tabled 
Thursday in the legislature.

The report endorsed many as
pects of the legislation and ad
ministrative board’s procedures 
but it also found plenty wrong-

■

notably a lack of any built-in 
■ assurance that workmen would 

I H ?" receive justice in their claims
a. for compensation.

To rectify this. Judge Tysoe 
recommended sweeping changes

1-1$ ' • Abolish the WCB’s statu
tory right to decide arbitrarily 
whether any particular claimant 
has the right to launch an action

BINDING
RULING
NEXT?

against an employer and. leave 
jurisdiction on this question with 
the courts themselves;
• Create a type of “Ombuds

man? ’—a top-notch lawyer with 
adequate staff paid by and re
sponsible to the government not 
the WCB — who would advise 
workmen on their compensation 
rights and take warranted ap
peals from WCB decisions to a 
special review board;
• Establish a three-man re

view board, to include a lawyer 
and doctor, which would be 
entirely independent and would 
have the “fullest power of in
vestigation to get the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the 
truth’’ of an appeal brought be-

Appeal System Found Wanting
Mr. Justice Tysoe scored the ( 

present system under which 
WCB administrative officers 
hear appeals from workmen dis
satisfied with WCB decisions on 
their applications.

“Those who comprise the re
viewing body are employees of 
the WCB, hired and subject to 
discharge by the commissioners. 
They are part of the whole gen
eral operation, the pattern for 
which is set by the attitudes of 
the commissioners,” the report

“One would have to be naive j 
indeed to believe that the mem-i 
bers of the reviewing body are

■6 completely free to exercise their1nm

own unfettered judgement when 
passing upon claims which, with 
equal justification, could as well 
be decided one way as the

Mr. Justice Tysoe rejected a 
demand by Opposition Leader 
Robert Straohan that all workers 
be covered by compensation 
benefits because employees 
would be “regimented into the 
workmen's compensation 
scheme” whether they were in 
totally non-dangerous jobs or

This also would entail “a cost 
to the workmen of the loss of 
important common-law rights,” 
the report said.

mm

Separate Study on Farm Workers
But Mr. Justice said the gov

ernment should launch a separ- 
j ate study on whether all agri
cultural workers should be 
brought under WCB coverage.

In the case of present volun
tary coverage for fishermen, he 
rejected both suggestions that 
compulsory coverage be introd
uced for them all and that 
workers on company boats now 
covered should be excluded from 
coverage.

The report recommended that

I
the “CB be given power to shut 
down a company’s operations if 
1ft broke any first-aid regula
tions.

IThe WCB inquiry began In 
February, 1962, under the late 
Chief Justice A. C. DesBrisay 
and was continued after his 
death by appointment of Mr. 
Justice Tysoe two years ago.

Earlier this year, he delivered 
an interim report which resulted 
in major increases in compensa-J 
tion rates, survivors’ pcnsionsL 
and other allowances retroactive! 

i to the beginning of last year and|
I establishment of a government*! 
industry annuity fund to in-1 
crease pre-existing pensions. I

Total estimated cost of the! 
interim recommendations wa«§ 
520 million over the next decade. |

Ferry workers may seek a 
.tesh hearing into their griev
ances over the 1966 working 
schedule.

T.e consideration follows a 
report by the Civil Service 
Commission released Thursday 
which recommended no changes 
be made in the schedule.

The spokesman for the em
ployees, lawyer Marney Steven

son. said a decision will be 
made next week whether to 
seek a board of reference ruling HI 
which, unlike the findings of the iM 
commission, would be binding. H 

There hasn't been a board of ! . | 
reference since 1962.

The commission heard briefs 
| from the employees and B.C. 

Ferries following a sudden 
; walkout by crews of two ferries 
on New Year’s Day, when the 
new schedule went into effect.

To provide hourly instead of |
[t two-hourly sailings on weekends 
| in the slack season, employees 
5 must work 10 days on. four days

I
 off instead of the previous week 
on. week off system. •

The employees wanted arj

I
 schedule similar to those injj 
other kinds of continuous opera-1 
liions. This would involve a a 
MH “spare board” to relieve work-1 

™ crs.
The Civil Service Commission! 

said because of the seasonal 
pattern of public demand ferry y 
crews are precluded from sum-3 
mer vacations.

It also said the spare board 
system was not desirable be
cause a number of employees 

| would be unemployed part of 
the year.

There are, however, a number 
rif work schedules which would, 
meet the demands of the 
travelling public and not require 
a spare board. But there is no 
certainty any other schedule 
would meet the situation more 
acceptably than the 1966 one.

Before the 1967 schedules are 
made, there should be consulta
tion with ferry crew représenta-^™ 
lives to obtain the most practi-fijgp 
cal and acceptable scheduler™ 
possible “whilst recognizing the! 
prerogative of management to 
make the final decision.”

|$3.9 MILLION 
gsmw JOKE

A hard - to - believe figure | 
for Victorians is the provin-1 
cial highway department’s I 
snow removal bill for Iast| 
year—J3.9 million.

The department’s annual 
report for 1965 said the cost of 
keping the province’s 25,639 
miles of roads clear during 
winter months climbed 51-4 

million from the previous

'
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DURING 196 5

BCHIS Pays Out 
$200,000 Daily

I
B.C. Hospital Insurance Serv-| 
ice paid out about $200,000 every, 
day of 1965 to cover all but the 
daily dollar of hospital bills for• 

B.C. residents.
This was revealed in 17th an-: 

nual BCHIS report tabled in the i 
legislature Thursday.

The total payment for the cur
rent fiscal year is estimated at 
$73.5 million.

A total of 216,360 BCHIS 
patients were discharged from 
hospitals in 1965, an increase of 
8,337 or 3 per cent over 1964.

I
 The hospitals were paid for 
2,741,576 days of câre, an in
crease of 71,400 patient days or 
2.6 per cent over the previous 
year.

In addition. BCHIS paid 
estimated $600,000 for abouti 
3,500 British Columbians who! 
were hospitalized outside the g 
province last year.

During the past year 11 major I 
hospital building projects, in-g 
volving new- "beds in addition top 
other facilities, were completed!

! in the province at an estimated'! 
cost of $10 million with the pro-1 

! vincial government providing | 
slightly less than half the money.

At year end, 10 major hospital| 
projects W'ere under constructions 
involving 457 beds at estimated vj 
costs of $11.3 million. Another| 

, 1.800 beds are involved in some ■] 
I $50 million-worth of future con
struction now in advanced 
stages of planning.

THIS CABINET 
GATHERS NO MOSS

British Columbia’s perambu- Martin $4,597 : Lands, Forests

I
lating cabinet spent a total of ! and Water Minister Ray Willis- 
$61,311 on travel during the 1964-1 ion $4,480; Education Minister 
65 fiscal year. | Leslie Peterson $2.196 and $2,-

The figures were contained in j 208 added as labor minister.
- I Provincial Secretary Wesley 

| Black $2,680 and $1,551 added as 
! social welfare minister; Mines 

and Petroleum Resources Mini- 
’ I ster Donald Brothers $3,104. andI

 the public accounts tabled in the 
legislature Thursday 

They showed that Industrial 
Development, Trade and Com
merce Minister Ralph Loffmark 
and Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
were the most restless of the 13 
minister—spending over $7,000 
apiece.

And that’s not counting the

I
 Tours both have made to the 
Orient, Europe and California 
since last spring.

Mr. Loffmark led the pack!

I
 with travel vouchers totalling 
$7,604 while Mr. Bennett 
charged up $6,127 as premier 
and $1,181 as finance minister 
for his business trips.
Well to the rear was Public

I
 Works Minister W. N. Chant 

who spent $1,936 for travel.
In between were:

Highways Minister P. A. Gag-

I
lardi $6,161; Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner $5,564; Agricul
ture Minister Frank Richter 
$5,187 ; Health Minister Eric

ITH/EVES LIKE 
\LIQUOR STORES

A ' (government liquor stores 
are popular with thieves as 
well as honest drinkers.

Liquor control board’s re
port for the 1964-65 fiscal year 
said nine government stores 
were burgled of booze worth 
a total $983.01—but every drop 
was covered by insurance.

Recreation and Cons ervation | 
Minister Kenneth Keiman $2,-g 
693.

PERSONNEL 
SUPERVISOR 
FOR FERRIES

The Provincial Civil Serv-u 
ice Commission announced on£ 
Thursday it will appoint 
full-time personnel officer to| 
supervise 1,400 employees of | 
the B.C. Ferry Authority.

The move follows the first 
full-scale hearing by the com
mission into complaints by the 
ferry workers. It was held 
about 10 days ago following 
changes in the working sched
ule which brought numerous 
objections.

"As the ferry staffs have 
now expanded to some 1,400 
personnel, the time has ar
rived when a full-time person
nel administrator is required,” 
the Civil Service Commission 
announcement said.

“This is a result of previous! 
planning to come into effect | 
in 1966.”

Attempt 
To Seat 
NDPer Fails
An attempt to seat New 

I Democrat William Hartley was 
I rejected by Speaker William 
il Murray minutes after the legis

lature opened Thursday.
| The bid was made by Opposi
tion Leader Robert Strachan 
i after formal notice of the va
cancy in Yale riding was made 

B to the House.
i Mr. Hartley was elected Sept.
130. 1963, in the last general elec- 

M lion. A judicial recount gave 
|]Mr. Hartley the election, but the 
I court this month ruled it void 
J because more votes were cast 

than there were qualified vot-

The House was told a new!

I
 warrant of election would bel 
issued.

Mr. Strachan asked th el 
Speaker if "there is no way for g 
the member to continue as a 
member pending termination of 
all legal proceedings."

An appeal of the court deci
sion is pending, but meanwhile 
the Constitution Act forbids Mr. 
Hartley from sitting in the legis-

Mr. Murray ruled Mr. Stra
ti chan’s bid amounts to a point of 
j law and he cited precedents ||
; making it beyond his authority jj 
g to deal with.

Mr. Strachan argued that it 
fflwas not a point of law but a 
[ jmatter of "natural justice and 
1 benefit to the people of the con- 
Bstituency of Yale.'"

ANYTHING 
GOES DAYS 
AT END

The good old days of ‘'any-! 
thing goes” — and sometimes R 
“everything goes” — are gonejfl 
from the mining scene in Brit-J 
ish Columbia.

That was made clear in the 8 
annual report of the provincial^ 
mines and petroleum re-{t 
sources department tabled inf 
the legislature Thursday.

It always is a year late and1 
its lists of statistics on mineral 
production more than a year 
ago have been published pre-| 
viously.

But the report surveyed! 
general developments in the| 
mining field as well includir 
a brief item on action taken! 
against sloppy dynamiters in| 
the pits.



\STUDY OF SASK. PLAN WON'T HELP. SAYS OFFICIAL

Massive Re-Think' on

1- '

Car Insurance
By JOHN MIKA 

Legislative Reporter

A mammoth task of sorting 
out reams of rating sheets and 
sociological needs lies ahead for 

saw the royal commission on auto 
rdliil/ lnsurance which has two 

. ..• Greater Victoria residents on its
Éaü P»"**1-

And, for a start, the commis» I 
sion members were told through 
a legislature report Thursday 
that the Saskatchewan govern
ment insurance plan won’t be 
much help in settling one of th»1 
main issues — whether the B.C. 
government slrould enter the 
field.
‘RE-THINK’

“It would be fair to describe

I
 the purpose of the inquiry as an 
invitation to the commissioners 
to re-think the entire problem of 
protection to the public arising 
out of the all-prevailing pres
ence of the automobile in daily 
life.” said Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner, the spark-plug 
behind the inquiry.

“Apart from questions con
cerning insurance coverage and 
rates, there is also the question 
of the sufficiency and satisfac
tion of remedies provided by 
traditional court action, delays 
and costs to be gone into.”

g FORMER REEVE
Struggling with the problem | 

will be chairman Mr. Justice R. I 
A. B. Wootton, a former Oak h 
Bay reeve, who was appointed | 
to the B.C. Supreme Court m§ 
1961.

The oilier members will be

I
 Dr. Peter Alfred Lusztig, a 35- 
year-old associate professor of 
finance at the University of B.C. 
who is an insurance expert, and 
C. E. S. Walls.

Mr. Walls, who lives here, Is

manager of the B.C. >rdr rat ion
■ of Agriculture and no stranger 
i to insurance or financial statis- 
5 tics. lie has served for the past 
t three years on the federal Royal
■ Commission on Taxation and
■ was Manitoba manager of 
:: major insurance company I

(
before joining the army at the| 
outbreak of the Second World | 
War.
Of the nine terms of reference!

| given the commission, chiefs 
I public attention likely will|
| centre on the last three :
“Whether the public of this 
| province will be better served 
| by the continuation of present 
Ü procedures for the recovery of

I
 damages arising out of motor 
vehicle accidents and by the 
preservation of present forms of 
insurance coverage ... or by a 
plan whereby compensation for 
damage arising from accidents 
may be paid without determine- 
tion and attribution of responsi-5 
bility . . . or by a combination! 
tliereof ;

“Whether such a (plan or| 
combination) if recommended, [ 
should lie administered private-1 
ly or by or through a govern-1 
mental department or a govern-1 
mental agency . . . and;
“The method and procedures|

I
 that would be most effective ini 
the introduction of (a n y ) | 
change, if recommended.”
The other terms seek investi
gation of the costs and delays 
now encountered by accident 
victims seeking compensation, 
the portion of total damages 
they recover and whether it is 
adequate, the cost to insurance 
companies and their clients of 
present policies and whether the 

premiums are fair.
The justification for the three 

jj insurance rate boosts in the 
R past year, the operation of the 
I traffic victims indemnity fund 
| and any changes in insurance 
jneeds as a result of the

I
 availability of hospital inSur-l 
ance, . medical insurance and a 
workmen’s compensation also| 
will be examined.

E. T. Cantell, superintendent!

I
 of insurance, drafted the report! 
on comparative auto insurance! 
rates which was tabled in the! 
legislature.
It said there would be little! 

jsaving, in any, in a government-!
|jsponsored insurance plan here!
| that was based on the Saskat-1 

chewan scheme because the|
| factors were so different.

“One difficulty in examining 
the merits or demerits of 
exclusive government operated 
car insurance is that it exists in 
only one jurisdiction in the 
western world—Saskatchewan,” 

he wrote.
Mr. Cantell noted that mini-1 

mum insurance in Saskat-§ 
chewan costs the car owner $52 E, 
no matter where he drives or| 
how much he uses his car. The§ 
same coverage in Vancouver- 
where traffic densities are g 
much heavier than in prairie I 
cities—ranges between $46 and 1 
$111 depending on driver’s age 1 

and how much the car is used.
In other parts of B.C. the I

I
 same amount of coverage can § 
be obtained in some circum- § 

stances for as little as $27. 
Although Opposition Leader 

I Robert Strachan decried ap- 
I pointment of the commission as ? 
la stalling tactic, it was wel- 
■ corned by the Insurance Agents 

| Association of B.C.
“A detailed study undertaken 

by an independent tribunal will 
be of great benefit to both the 
insurance industry and the 
public,” said association sec
retary-manager George Rickart 
in a prepared statement.

“Commission findings will be 
based on fact rather than 
political propaganda and we, as 
independent agents, will be 
happy to abide by such find
ings.”

B.C. CAN ALSO BOAST 
BEING CAR CAPITAL

British Columbia has more cars per capita than the rest | 
of Canada.

Annual report of the motor vehicles branch for 1964, 
tabled in tl^ legislature Thursday, said there are 10 cars— I 
not counting other vehicles—for every 24 residents of the 
province.

This compares with the national average of 10 for every I 
30 persons.

The commercial transport department reported there I 
were 146,000 trucks and 15,000 trailers registered in the prov
ince for an 8 per cent increase.

PEOPLE WAN'

Car Ir
I
 A royal commissior 
inquire into car insurant 
criticizes today as a sfc 
tactic.

Opposition Leader P 
Strachan said the cor 
sion's appointment anno 
in the throne speech Thu 
“is the last refuge 
government that doesn't

The commission, anno 
I in the throne speech, v 

composed of Mr. Justice 
Wootton, Dr. Peter L 
and C. E. S. Walls. 3 
examine all aspects o 
insurance.

“We don’t require a 
commission sail 

Strachan. B.C. leader « 
New Democratic Party, 
has long favored gover 
car insurance in this pr 
similar to that in Sask

“The people of B.C. 
I been their own royal co
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[PEOPLE WANT ACTION, SAYS STRACHANM

Car Insurance Inquiry Stalling Tactic
_ A royal commission to |

I
 inquire into car insurance was [j 
criticizes today as a stalling (

Opposition Leader Robert j

I
Strachan said the commis
sion’s appointment announced | 

in the throne speech Thursday 
“is the last refuge of

I
 government that doesn't want j 
to act.”

The commission, announced * 
! in the throne speech, will be j 

Kj composed of Mr. Justice R. A. jj
I Wootton, pr. Peter L 
| and C. E. S. Walls. It will 
I examine all aspects of car 
I insurance.
8 "We don’t require a royal 
commission said Mr.

| Strachan. B.C. leader of the 
I New Democratic Party, which 
■ has long favored government | 

g car insurance in this province j 
similar to that in Saskatchc- ]
*1 ‘‘The people of B.C. have j 

I been their own royal commis-

■■■

r ' "" " "" • 1 .foil
liV-L'Sÿ'-KtW - .. . ' . ‘y i:lgl . rj

siun on automobile insurance 
for years. They don’t want j
another royal commission. ; 
They want action.”

Murray Drew, president i
of the Victoria local of the ! 
International Woodworkers of i 
America, said ho endorses a j
commission only if it isn't \
meant to put off action for j 
several years.

“If the commission is sin
cere in its efforts to go into 
all phases it is a good thing,”

‘‘It will give us and othersP;;l ? an opportunity to submit

One of the organizers of a 
local petition calling for gov-: 
eminent insurance said there ' 
is no reason to think the 
commission is anything but a 
stall.
“We will go ahead with the 

petitions and get as many 
signatures as possible and 
present them to the govern-

Ji

üfl
S' ■
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Bennett Whispers 
Election Call?

By JOHN MIKA
Only a caref-’l ’istener could 

■ hear an election call in Thurs
day's throne speech but it was 

there — in a mischievious 
| whisper.

Although the overall tone of 
the speech didn’t point toward 
or away from an election, there 
was a semantic clue that stood 
out strongly for a 1966 vote.

It came early in the speech — 
which was written by Premier 
Bennett although read by_ Lieu-

, Legislative Assembly and next i 
j year should see convening of the ! 
| fourth — unless an election, 
intervenes.

In that case the designation |j 
would be the first session of the! 
28th Legislative Assembly but 
Mr. Bennett obviously couldn’t 
say that without telegraphing 

| his punch.
“Appropriate session” covers 

both bases — and even inter
vention of a special session for 
that matter — but the fact theDennett aunougn read Dy L.leu-1umL matte» — mil me iact me 

tenant-Gover nor George ! premier was so carefully vague 
Idû0,i,o«, in a paragraph Iio r''or't'r nf Uint nf — u<-Pearkes . _ ...
suggesting the next opening 
ceremonies of the legislature 
will be held in New Westminster 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of first legislative 
session of the united colony. ,

“My government has advised 
me of its desire to commemor
ate this event and launch our 
celebration of the national cen
tenary by convening the opening 
of the appropriate session of the 
Parliament of British Columbia 
in the historic City of New| 
Westminster on Jan. 24, 1967.”

The key words are “appropri-; 
ate session of Parliament.” This 
is the third session of the 27th,

(/•viiuv. ttuo DU vainuiy laguc^
is plenty of hint of what’s on his I 

| mind.
Significant too is the fact that 

the passage does not presume to 
say the event “will” take place 
but announces only the present 
administration’s “desire” that it 

I occur.

HUH

I ment.” said Fred Bevis,
I president of the Victoria NDP 
l association.
\ “If the government won’t 1 
f accept them, we’ll take them 1 
i to the royal commission with 1 

supporting statements.
Mr. Bevis has already 1 

I written Premier Bennett seek- H 
i ing to present the petitions to 
i the cabinet at the end of 1 

February.
I An insurance s|iokesman 

who last week declared war Éj 
\ on the NDP and unions for 
:: their call for government car 
jj insurance was not available a 
$ for comment today.
\ Justin Harbord. president of 
; the Insurance Agents Associa

tion of B.C.. was out of town 
and is not expected back until 
the middle of next month, his 
office said.
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PURCHASING CHIEF

Gov t Red Tape 
Jùst Too Much

-gg The purchasing commission's i 
■ I new chairman, former deputy : 1

.... itry minister Gerald Me- !
| Kée, told the legislature Thurs- < 

day his organization is ineffi- ; 
cient.

He blamed it on too much red 
JL ta lie and not enough manpower. 

i&isSS Mr. McKee succeeded G. E. |
P. Jones, who was fired by the 

! legislature last year. Mr. Me-1 
f* Kée sized up his job in an 

annual commission report 
tabled in the legislature.

■rcpjy Mr. McKee said the commis- i 
: sicin overseas government pur-

I
choses which totalled $41.8 
mtllion last year has only six 
buyers to do the job. He said 
Vancouver city has the same, f 
number of buyers to handle $4.8 
million of annual purchases.

- y And there are only 15 men on, <p* 
the commission's staff lo ser-i Si.

• vice 7.118 business machines of' M i- 
I all makes and types.

To indicate the staggering g

I
 a mount of paper work required,®
Mr. McKee pointed out that last p 
October regulations were changed to raise from $10 to $25 K ™

I
 the amount of purcha. 8 
exempted from requiring 
reguisition or emergency pur-g 
chase order.

vIt is estimated that thisl 
alone will save 11,000 emer-:j 

I gqjicy purchase orders, in quin-1 
I tuplicate, and at least $30,000 inf?
2 processing them," the reportjl 

0 said.

Sharp Criticism 
Of B.C. Prisons

ÜN Dungeon-like cells beneath a 
cow bam, lacking any sanitation 

\ for their prisoners, were de
scribed Thursday in a report 
tabled in the British Columbia 
legislature.

The isolation units, and a 
I number of other undesirable

I
 f eatures ot the C kalla prison 
r farm in Burnaby near Vancou-

I
ver, were criticized , in the 
^ report of S. Roxburgh Smith, 
i B.C. director of corrections.

A section of the report said: 
"This unit, in the light of

(
progressive correction philos
ophy, is becoming more and 
'I more of an anachronism, and a I 
ii dangerous one, and requires the 

jj c losest supervision, both execu-|
| live amd medical.

"The basement of the cow|
| bam, consti-ucted in the form of 

bunker which is reminiscent

I
 of an air-raid shelter of the last 
war, contains some dark cells 
dosed by iron curtains in which

I
 observation is impossible, the 
only aperture being a small one 
for the passage of food.

"There is no sanitation in 
these cells and when they 
exmtain aggressive and violent 
inmates it is not unusual for the 
staff, when opening the cell 
door, to receive on their persons 
the contents of a bucket of 
excrement."
The medical officer said

IOakalla buildings were impreg
nated with cockroaches. Fumi

gation was carried out at | 
intervals.

Mr. Smith also said the 
Prince George jail operated at 
capacity during the year in 
review and the overflow had to! 
be sent to Oakalla.

There was urgent need for 
additional accommodation in the 
rapidly-growing area.

"Kamloops jail, a relic of the 
19th century, is quite unsuitable 
to house prisoners any longer 
and should be abandoned."
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Private Hospitals Cash In'* 
On Gov't Non-Profit Plan

_ TS!tSSkin^rt'’ate J.

■ are trying to cash in on govern
ment aid to non-profit extended 

care facilities, the legislature 
I was warned Friday.
1 In moving the reply to the 
I throne speech. Cariboo Social 

■ Credit member William Speare 
I urEcd caution on the government 
I in the granting of 50 per cent 
luUird acquisition of private 
psphals by non-profit organize-

“Tie said that since the govern
ment plan was introduced in 
|December, the selling price of 
! profit-making private hospitals 
which cost -1.5U0-So.000 per bed, 
to construct, has risen to SIO.OOO 
per bed. «

A spokesman for B.C. Hospital!
i Insurance Service said later M
number ot private hospital^deaIs

had been initiated, but so far ,
| none had been consummated, 
h Since December. BCH1S has
I offered proportionately the same | 
^financial aid to non-profit private > 
a hospitals affording extended care 
| as it has to capital costs of ex
panding ' acute care hospital .; 
i-.facilities.
II The move based on closing a | 
igap between the needs of Pbr-1 
' sons requiring long-term medical | 
Scare and the ability of institu
te tions to provide it.

Mr. Speare said nursing home j 
] (facilities in B.C. are so short ' ; 
| that persons qualified under 
'hospital insurance to receive ' 
I care are unable to gain admit!

1 tance.
He said communities are 

!‘j showing some initiative hci e, | 
I but it is up to the government 
I to provide leadership and over*
1 come iniquities.

Prompt Action Promised 
On Redistribution Bill

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter

Premier Bennett Friday said 
B tiie government has not begun 
jj to study the Angus redistribu
ai tion report yet but it will bring 
gin a bill "at this session.”

He said he was pleased with 
I the promptness of the royal 
g commission’s inquiry and agreed 
J that his initial reaction to it is 
1 not the same as his immediate 
I rejection of the federal B.C. re- 
I distribution proposals.

Mr. Bennett gave no sign that 
1 he was disturbed by the report 
| or that he had any major objec- 
! tions to it but did indicate he 
I wants fairl> speedy action on it.

"I would think that it would 
I be dealt with at this session. 
That is my opinion and my1 

I hope.”
Then he told reporters to ex- 

I press his reaction more strongly 
I as "I see no reason why it 
I shouldn't be.”

g CORRIDOR MUTTERING*
The natural corridor mutter- p 

| ing? of MLAs fearful the report | 
I will hurt them has begun but sol 
B far the concensus is that the re-f 
I port will be adopted as pre-1 
I sented.

"If you were to open it up fori 
I any big amendments, you would| 

lust start a whole new :

on the floor of the House,” co 
mented Social Credit whip Bert 
Price. NDP whip John Squire 
agreed.

Mr. Price added he personally 
thought, "the government will 
recommend adoption of the 
whole report, although I don’t 
know what they will do.”
SECOND THOUGHTS

But John Tisdalle (SC-Saanich) 
is among those who are having 
serious second thoughts about 
the report after first saying he 
would "try to live” with changes 
proposed for his riding.

"I’ll still try to live with it if 
it comes but I reserve my right 
to say I don’t like the thing be
cause it amounts to an amputa

tion of Saanich,” he said Friday f 
evning.

"Looking at the whole thing | 
over the province and the reduc- ij 
tion of representation for rural j'i 
areas, I don’t think a politician h 
could have done any worse than | 
the commission.”
‘MEMBER OF OWN*

Mr. Tisdale said the proposed | 
Sidney riding virtually dupli- k; 
cates the "old North Saanich-1 
Gulf Islands constituency of 
many years ago but with the po- ; 
tential growth on the Gulf ! 
Islands they should have a mem-1 
ber of their own—maybe it 
should be made into a perma- v 
nent Speaker’s riding.”

Noting that heavy inroads into 1 
“my area of voters” are pro-i 
posed for Oak Bay. Victoria | 
North and Esquimalt constitu- 3 
encies, he added "I don’t have j 
to stay in Saanich riding, I could [*| 
still run,in any one of the othertj 
three—they’re still the people^ 
tiiat voted for me.”

Mr. Tisdalle said it might bel 
a good thing if the report "was> 
preserved for future study, say j 
a year.”

But he wound up with appar- f 
ent resignation.

"Unfortunately, now it is go-1 
ing to be very difficult or even 1 
impossible to make any substan- j 
liai changes in it.”
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II 11Woni oni B. C.
\election due today?

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA The first indication of 
t much-mooted 1966 provincial election 

I |c expected to he in the Speech from 
I the Throne which Lieut.-Governor 
[pearkps will read to open the legisla-
I ture toda\.

The third -.p-onn of the 27In B.<\ 
[Legislature ripens ai 2 p.m, in a ceie- 
I mony marked by tradition and 
I pageant i \.

A lô-gun salute will greet Pearkes 
Jon arrival at the legislative building 
I where he will be met by Premier Ben 
J nett and escorted to the chamber.

Fifty ML As i there are two vacancies 
I this session ) and nearly 400 invit'd 
I guests arc gathered to hear the ira*
| ditional opening address which out- 
| lines what program the government in- 
I tends to place before the legislature. | HH

-----

It is expected to contain the first indi- 
ration of the likelihood r.f a provincial 
election this year.

Hottest topic is likely the redistribu
tion of provincial electoral ridings.

Royal Commission Chairman Dr. H. j 
F. Angus said t|ie report was delivered i 
to the government last Friday;

The report, which Angus described j 
' XX rrlnesday as "a great mass of ma.i 1 

t criai," is expected to be tabled along ; 
I. with more than a do/rn other depart-i 

mental reports before the House risesj 
BSjB* this afternoon.

I Another major royal commission re j 
H port. .lodge C. W. Morrow's findings on î 
■ j gasoline pi ices, is exported to he tabled § 

later in the session.
A government report on atiln insm j 

fiance will also he hi ought down. The 
HEÉ9 XDP has said it w ill make a big pitch 

for government run car insurance, but 
■rBH there is no indication the government 
™ intends to bring in any legislation to 

make this possible.

■ . , y,
-

i A royal commission report by J. V 
Cl.vne on expropriation procedures, 
tabled during the 1965 session, is ex ||ra 

I peeled to result in new expropriation $|1 
legislation this time.

| There are also indications that new 
i legislation affecting motor vehicles H 

$ will be brought down.
M The impact on automation, increased 
Maid for education at all levels, chronic 
idj care, and the failure of the B.C.
H medical plan to draw wide support, 
f; are all expected to be hotly debated.

Government MLA's mer for approxi- 
. ma tel y two hours in caucus Wednes
day afternoon. Premier Bennett told 
reporters before entering the meeting 

; he expected this session to he “cordial."
! Last year the session lasted 65 days 
and there were 27 night sittings.

H Bennett has said the decision 
j whether nr not. to call an elec- 

’U lion this year depends upon what hap- 
® pens during the session.
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Li,-Gov. Pparkes enfer Legislature.Premier Bennett

Purchasing commission 
understaffed, says report

The B.C. pin-chasing com
mission is understaffed and 
has too much unnecessary 
paper work.

Commission chairman 
Gerald McKee made the com
plaints in the commission’s 
1965 annual report tabled in 
the legislature Thursday.

The commission had only 
six buyers, one of them hired 
last June, handling $41.8 mil
lion of purchases, the report 
said.

Vancouver has six buyers to 
handle $4.8 million worth of 
goods.

As a step towards improved 
efficiency a change was made 
last October to raise from $10 
to $25 the level at which a 
purchase requires a requisi
tion or emergency purchase 
order.

This should save 11,0001 
emergency purchase orders 
and at least $30,000 in proc-j 

essinjcomparison, the city of them, the re]
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Proposed mm ridings
Proposed new ridings and numbers of registered voters
AlbernJ
Boundary
Burnaby-Edmonds
Bumaby-Simon Fraser
Bumaby-Willingdon
Cariboo
Chilliwack
Columbia River
Comox
Coquitlam
Cowichan-Malahat
Delta
Dewdney
Esquimau
Kamloops
Kootenay
Langley
Mackenzie
Nanaimo
Nelson-Creston
New Westminster
Northland
North Okanagan
North Vancouver-Capilano
North Vancouver-Seymour
Oak Bay
Omineca
Peace River
Prince George
Prince Rupert-Skeena
Richmond
Rossland-Trall
Shuswap
Sidney
South Okanagan 
Surrey
Vancouver-Burrard
Vancouver-Centre
Vancouver-Fraserview
Vancouver-Hastings
Vancouver-Kitsilano
Vancouver-Langara
Vancouver-Mountain View
Vancouver-Park
Vancouver-Qullchena
Vancouver-Rupert
Vancouver-Shaughnessy
Vancouver-University
Victoria-North
Victoria-South
West Vancouver-Howe Sound 
Yale

15.600 
16.000
17.300
19.300 
18.000 
12,200 
20.100
11.500
19.200 
20.900 
15,000 
21,000
17.600 
17.700
14.800
11.800
18.300 
15,000
15.200 
12.100
20.300 
6.300

11.500 
17.000
17.500
18.600 
8,000 
7.800

14.100 
16,000
20.500 
14,000
10.500 
18.800
15.600
20.600
20.100
20,600
18.300
20.900
20.300
20.500 
21,400 
19,000
20.500
18.200 
19,100 
20,800
18.900 
19.200 
18,800 
11.000

/flBERW

29.
30.
31.
32.

US.fi

In the redrawn B.C. map ten interior ridings disappear with stronger representation going to populated areas

50.

52.

Total (round figures)
t^mberof registered voters ger M.L.A. — 16,750

873,300

«r

Main changes in the Fraser Valley is a sharp reduction in size of Chilliwack riding and present two-member Delta riding split into four.
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Bigger voice f
Bv IAN STREET 

Province Vlrtori» Bureau

:-* ' VICTORIA Sweeping changes in
provincial election boundaries in which 

5 lfi ridings are wiped out and only five 
£§• of the present 42 ridings left virtually 

jj intact were recommended Thursday.
The Angus Royal Commission Re 

I’ port on redistribution proposed 5*2 
F single-member ridings. Thirty-one

— • *■ v^b?

would be in metro areas of the Lower 
Mainland and Victoria and 21 in the 
rest of the province.

The most drastic changes are pro- 
posed in Vancouver, where it is recom
mended the five existing multi-member 
ridings he replaced by J2 single-mem- 
her ridings. This prompted one com
mission member to enter a dissenting 
report.

Kenneth L. Morton, deputy registrar 
general of voters, said he agreed with 
all the recommendations of the com
mission but this one. He described it as 
a "regressive step to the old ward 
system which Vancouver did away 
with by plebiscite hack in 1915."

He favors six dual-member ridings 
for the city.

The recommendations would increase

representation in the Lower Mainland 
and Greater Victoria from the present 
24 members to 31.

The rest of the province, which now 
has 28 MLAs, would only have 21 
under the proposed new electoral map.

Even at that, the commission had to 
assume the presence of “81.000 phan- 
lom voters" in order to justify assign
ing of five extra seals upepuntvy.

if representation by population had

been followed, the report said, metro 
areas would have qualified for the five 
extra seats which the commission dis
tributed-two to the north, one each 
to the Kootenay, Okanagan and the 
remainder of the province.

The 10 seats which would disappear 
are Simi.lkameen, Revelstoke, Cran- 
hrook, Atlin, Skeena, Fernie, Lillooet. 
Kaslo-Slocan, Grand Forks-Greenwond 
and Saanich, Four are now held bv the

NDP, one by the Liberals and five by \\ 
government members including a cabi- f 
net minister.

The Royal Commission was set up 
last August with Professor Henry || 
Angus as chairman and Chief Electoral ! 
Officer Frederick Hurley and his 
deputy. Morton, as commissioner.

«Continued on Page lAi
(Sw CITY ALLOTTED)
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$23-a-month drink bill
Province Victoria Bureau

If

VICTORIA — The average lion over the previous year.j 
gB-C- ,aml,y «Pent «3-month ^boardmad, a net pro,». 
?-Jon liquor In the year ended Sa]eg p,rmit, totalled 

March 31, 1965. $47,511, a rile of $3,451.
la The Liquor Control Board The board Issued 1,574 U- 

1 annual report, tabled in the; cences, while 20 licences were 
’ • Legislature Thursday, said li- ■ suspended and 28 either aur- 

f. quor sales totalled $124.9 mil- rendered or cancelled during 
lion, an Increase of $7.7 mil-1 the year.mm

-M

■■I
Women's labor bureau 

to be established
PROPOSED PROVINCIAL 
ELECTORAL piSTRICTSC_,j

Z:rx!i • .

Proposed changes in Metropolitan Vancouver electoral makeup would give area five new seats in Legislature

VICTORIA — The working woman had her day ,Æ. . 
SSSPyi- in the Legislature at Thursday’s opening when the 
* throne speech announced the establishment of a fc 

Women's Bureau In B.C.
The bureau will be established within the Depart- L, 

ment of Labor to channel communication with | ^
women's groups, employers and labor organizations.

______ It will be similar to that run in Ottawa and head-1
by Miss Marion Royce and another in Toronto. 

g| The move follows the appointment a year ago of the \ 
first woman Industrial Relations Officer in B.C. Mr:
Christine Waddell, former business agent of the Hotel g 
and Restaurant Union.

.
;

■■■■■■■I
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j It was asked to take into ac- 
| count historic and regional jj 
/ claims for representation and 

to limit new districts to a 
minimum of approximately 
7,500 registered voters by 1975. | . 
The commission was also ask
ed to give consideration to two 
member ridings, arguing they 
areas.

The report said, however, fl 
> that the recommended appor- /*•>,. 
' t ion ment of Vancouver seats y 
was substantially what local 
representatives had asked for 
during public hearings.

The commission defended Its 
decision not to propose multi- 
member ridings, arguing they • 
tend to give members a weak
ened sense of Individual re
sponsibility, and often lead to: 
a weak candidate being elected 

“ on the merits of his party col
league.

On the North Shore the re-?j 
port proposes three ridings. : | 
West Vancouver-Howe Sound H 
includes the communities of I 

U West Vancouver, Bowen Island 
and Woodfibre, and it takes 
the communities of Pember- 

g' ton, Squamish and Britannia -,
’ from Lillooet.

I
 The present two - member • J 
North Vancouver riding would 
-be split in two. North Vancou- 
Iver-Capilano runs from the ;ii 

jijCapilano River to Lonsdale. | 
“North Vancouver • Seymour t 
|,istretches from Lonsdale tof 

I Indian Arm.
In the Fraser Valley the!

| commission recommends a 
sharp reduction in the size of^ 

j Chilliwack, with territory on f, 
j the east being given to Yale?
:] and on the west to Delta.

Dewdnev would be split L 
5 with the north-south dividing V 
’ line following the general lineh 
Jof the Pitt River. The west!
3 would become Coquitlam while F 
I the east section would retain I]
I the name Dewdney.
[1 The present two - member |
|Delta riding would be split!
3 into four; the municipality of 8 
a Richmond would form one dis-f 
Strict retaining thàt name.
8 The remainder of thefé 
| present Delta riding would be tj 
H divided in three roughly equal |
I parts under the names Delta, |
I Surrey and Langley.
1 The report said Metro Van-!
1 couver, in order to get proper j 
P and effective representation, |
| should have 16 members in-§ 
h stead of the present 12. It j 
jj added that each riding would I 
| have an average of 19,6501 
| registered voters.
| New Westminster riding 1 
j would remain essentially the!
I same as It is now. Burnaby 1 
1 would be divided into three. g 
iBuranby East would run south!
I from the Trans-Canada High-1 
I way to the New Westminster I 
■ boundary and Maillard ville. I 
■Bumaby-Slmon Fraser would!
I be that portion of Burnaby I 
Inorth of the TranaCanadal 

and Burnaby-Wll-|

i '

JBHHi _
I lingdon would run south j 
the CNR track to the Fraserp 

I River.
The City of Vancouver and|

I the university area would be |
• divided into 12 equal popula-f 

. i lion areas.
Vancouver B u r r a r d runs F

: ?

I from False Creek to Sixteenth 
Avenue and from Fraser I 
Street to Burrard.

Vancouver - Centre extends 
form Burrard Inlet to Grand
view and False Creek and 
from Thurlow to Nanaimo.

V a ncouver-Fraserview Is 
bounded by Kingsway in the 
north and Fraser River on the 

| south, and extends from 
Boundary Road to Fraser

£3 . Street.
| Vancouver-Hastings runs 

from Burrard Inlet to Grand- 
i view Highway and from 

; Boundary to Nanaimo.
Vancouver-Kitsilano extends 

; ! from the waterfront to Six
teenth Avenue and from Bur- 

j rard to Collingwood.
V ancou ver-Langara runs 

tfrom Forthy-ninth Avenue to 
j the Fraser River and from 

; Fraser Street to Blenheim and 
Carrington.

Vancouver - Mountainview 
> 'runs from Sixteenth to Forty- 

- ninth and from Nanaimo to 
Main, with a big diagonal slice 

. cut out by Kingsway.
!\ Vancouver-Park consists of 
™the West End and Stanley

■

..__1 mm.,.
Park with the boundary on 

j Thurlow'Street.
Vancouver-Quilchena runs 

from Sixteenth to Forty-ninth 
and from Granville to Colling
wood.

Vancouver-Shaughnessy ex
tends from Sixteenth to Forty- 
ninth and from Main to 
Granville.

Vancouver-Rupert is 
bounded by the Grandview 
Highway, Kingsway and 
Boundary.

Vancouver-University takes __
In the present UBC land.

In the far north a neww|| 
district of Northland would 
include northern portions of 
Fort George, Omineca and 
Atlin.

South Peace River would 
become Peace River with only 
[minor changes in the bound
ary. Fort George remains | 
essentially the same with the 
name changed to Prince 
George.

Omineca would he extended! 
west to include Bulkley Valley I 

! to a point west of Hazelton. 
i What remains of Skeena,
Including the communities of 
Terrace and Kltimat, would be 
added to the district of Prince 
Rupert. |

The present Femie and 
Cranbrook ridings would be 
[absorbed into a new Kootenay 
priding.

Columbia, with an addition 
[to the south, would be re
named Columbia River and 
take In Kaslo-Slocan and that

■ H ■
portion of Revelstoke west 
Monashee.

There would be only minor 
changes to the boundaries of 
Rossland-Trail and Nelson- 
Creston.

The present Salmon Arm 
riding would be extended 
southwards to include En- 
derby and Armstrong and 
should be renamed Shuswap.

North Okanagan would be 
extended to Include a portion 
of the present South Okan
agan riding, and Similkameen 
would absorb Grand Forks- 
Greenwood and part of South 
Okanagan under a new name 
of Boundary.

Cariboo would be extended 
south to Include the northeast 
portion of Lillooet. Kamloops 
would come in for only minor 
boundary adjustments.

Yale wouud be extended to 
include a large portion of 
Lillooet, what's left of Simil
kameen and take part of 
Kamloops, Dewdney and Chil
liwack ridings.

On the coast Mackenzie 
loses Lasqueti and Bowen 
Islands and Woodfibre.

Comox on Vancouver Island 
would also be reduced in size, 
losing Parksville to Alberni 
riding. Alberni would be en-

I
 larged on the west to include 
Clo-oose.

q Nanaimo and the Islands | 
if would loose all of the gulf 

islands except Cabriola and 
q Valdez and the commission 
I recommended that Lasqueti be

.added.
HBa Cowichan-Newcastle would I 

be renamed Cowichan-Malahat 
and include the Malahat, Mill 
Bay and Gordon River. The 
report said it sould also j; 
include Thetis and Kuper; 
Islands.

Greater Victoria now hasp 
six MLAs including one three-fe 
member riding in^the city. TheJ
commission recommended that 

; M this number be reduced to 
five.

Esquimau riding would be 
enlarged by including portions j 
of Victoria and Saanich. 1 

Oak Bay would not be y 
greatly altered but Its bound
aries would be shifted north
ward to take in a portion of jj 
Saanich.

j Victoria would be divided j 
into two ridings, North and j 
South Victoria, each with one J 
member. [

Saanich would be renamed j 
lidney. The commission said | 
it would include the Gulf | 
Islands in this riding rather 
than as part of Nanaimo, | 
because ferry connections pro-1 
vide a logical line of B 
communication with the | 
Saanich peninsula.
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New curb
alcohol

The svstem proposed bv the ■ The changes, which will he
government will permit police | "improvements on the existing 
officer* to stop drivers sus- i plan." will be known on bud- 
pected of being borderline lm- l. get day, he said, 
paired cases and ask them to Et After about four months of 
surrender their licence. 1 .operation the government plan

(Charges are now laid if the i ..provides cove
level reaches .15 per j [subscribers and dependents

on drivers 
and

■ .
.u

HP The driver then has the ]
H right to take a breathalyzer 

itest to prove that he doesn’t 
1 fall within the blood-alcohol 
I range to he set out in the new ^ies. 
legislation. If hp is successful Rennet! said he 1$ confident 
the licence is returned imme-r ;lho government p)an wjll pven. 
diatelv. Mhn

cars
1 diately.
, If he declines to take the| 
8 test or fails it. his licence will £ 

be held for a period of prob- f 
, ably 24 hours.

making it an "unquestionable 
success,” the premier says. 
The speech also disclosed for 
the first time that 67 per cent 
of subscribers to the plan 
qualify for government sub

tually cover practically all of 
the 450,000 R.C. residents who 
fall into the low-income cate 
gory.

ROYAL (HJKST
The speech says Queen

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Changes that will affect every 
motorist in the province were outlined in the throne 
speech at the opening of the B.C. legislature Thursday. 

They are
• Compulsory motor ve

hicle testing on a province
wide basis.

• An attempt to curb bor
derline drinking drivers by 
what amounts to a voluntary 
system of breathalyzer test
ing.

• Establishment of Royal 
Commission to study the en
tire field of automobile insur
ance in the province.

• Tabling later in the ses
sion of Judge Charles W. Mor- and tourism, 
row's report on gasoline prices ( A forensic clinic 
in R.C.

The throne speech, one of 
the longest in recent years, 
took Lieutenant - Governor 
George Pearkes about 40 min
utes to read in the packed 
legislative chamber.

It. contains at least partial

pra
answers to many of the major 
points of criticism directed 
against the government.

There were promises of new -A 
aid to education, expansion of 11 
the education department to 
cope with mass education in 
the age of automation, aug
mented labor relations serv
ices, establishment of a foren
sic. clinic in Burnaby, improve
ments to the B.C. medical 
plan, and help for agriculture

Unofficially, this is taken to
■ mean that if the policeman Mother Khzaheth will he „„ 
lit considered the motorist lm : honored guest in the province 

. J paired, he would arrest and : jdu™>* » stopover en route to 
|e charge him in the normal [Austral,, In March. The pre- 

1 fashion. If believed to have i;™'" helmed to comment on 
[been drinking to a lesser ex-3 pit'jSJj <£hei ta>:

I, ten,, he would allow

HSlnnst to go free hut without [|anrt „ „ifl from thp )p of
E'his car' ln1Jlh,s m”" iB.C. in 19S8, to the provinces
gtor 1st would not be charged.|whlrh wj|| makp „ „ la

ensic" meaning connected with ^ 
the law would assess and 
treat mental disorders that: 
cause people to break the law. 
Patients would be sex offend
ers, drug addicts, alcoholics, 
compulsive shoplifters and the ; 
like.)

New labor laws
New labor legislation will be 

1 introduced at this session but 
I the throne speech didn’t in- 
Idicate in which areas this 
jwould lie.

It contained only one vague 
I reference to legislation de
ls! gned "to make government 
|services to labor, management 
land the public more effec
tive.”

Among other new legisla
tion promised in the Throne 
I speech Is the Strata Titles Act 
j which would make it easier 
I for apartment dwellers to own 
j their apartments.

This would enable them to 
Iqualify for the homeowners’ 
I grant and to yun for civic of- 
|fice.

The compulsory motor 
I vehicle testing program to be 
I introduced this session will 
j probably be phased over three

Permanent motor vehicle 
ting stations, like the one 

Pn Vancouver, will likely be

established at three other S) 
Lower Mainland points. Most gj 
likely spots: North Vancouver, | 
Burnaby and perhaps Chilli-1
wack.

Other permanent stations will | 
be established at Victoria and I 
Nanaimo to serve Vancouver j’« 
Island.

Up-country points will prob-1 
ably he served by testing sta-1 
tiens established in garages.

Since the mobile govern-1 
ment testing unit was estab- j 
lished in August., 1964, ap-1 
proximately 25,000 drivers g 
have voluntarily undergone I 
tests. Defects of some kind [ 
were found in 67 per cent of | 
the cases.

The throne speech makes F 
reference to provisions for | 
“disqualification of motor ve-1 
hide driver licencees whose 1 
blood has a prohibited concen-1 
tration of alcohol.”

(Continued on Page IB) 
(See DRIVERS)

INSURANCE PROBE
If the motorist refused to 

surrender his licence, he would 
have the option of taking a 
breathalyzer test. If it showed 
him to be impaired, he then 
would he charged.

Premier Bennett said later 
the government has been 
studying the question of auto
mobile insurance, for several 
months.

It decided the issue was so 
complex, with so many wish
ing to express views, that the 
only way to handle it ade
quately was by full-dress Roy
al Commission, he said.

The commission will consist 
of Mr. Justice R. A. Wootton, j 
UBC Assistant Professor of J 
justness Administration Dr. 
Peter Lusztig and Charles j 
Walls, manager of B.C. Fed- j 
[eration of Agriculture and a j 
member of the federal Royal ! 
Commission on Taxation.

The commission's study of 
the question will encompass 
questions of 'government-oper
ated car insurance and private 
plans made available through 
government agencies.

GASOLINE REPORT
Premier Bennett says: “We 

want, to find not just a good 
prj solution to this question of car 
- insurance but the best solu

tion.”
Judge Morrow’s report on 

the marathon gasoline price 
hearings hasn’t been delivered 
to the government yet. He is 
expected to arrive here this 
weekend and spend the next 
few days completing final de
tails of the report.

The premier promised It 
would he tabled in the House 
during the session.

Bennett declined to say at 
this stage what changes will 
be made in the government's 
voluntary B.C. medical plan.

marine park. The Throne 
speech said Portland will he 
renamed Princess Margaret 1^9 
Island. |I1

It also announced the open- iH 
ing session of the 1967 pro , 
vinrial legislature will he held 
in New Westminster on Jan 
24 next. The Royal city was 
■•apilal of BC. from IRfifi to IB 
May IfifiR.

Among other legislative 
changes foreshadowed in the 
Throne speech are amend
ments to the Securities Act. 
Forest Act, and replacement 
of the present Game Act with 
a new act to conserve wildlife 

Fjin the province.
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B A Premier Bennett criticized Prime 
* i Minister Pearson's Throne Speech 

■ as a thing of milk and water. His 
& own, read Thursday by Lieutenant- 
pi Governor Pearkes, was rather like 

a frothy cocktail before the alcohol 
,f is added.

It looks all light, if full of bub- 
L5 bles. But we can't tell the size of 
<38 the kick until wç see the amount of 
H those essential ingredients: De
ll termination and money.

Long-delayed moves will be 
, ; made in the field of highway 

safety. Compulsory motor vehicle 
? ï testing will cover the province, and 

I the attorney-general has found an 
1 Ingenious way around compulsory 
(testing of drivers suspected of 
■drinking. They can either take a 
■test or give up their licences for a 
■day.

Premier Bennett has called 
(royal commissions devices for dis

posing of difficult problems. He 
gave one the headache of gasoline 
prices when the NDP made a 
political issue of this. Now he 
hands another the tangled question 
of car insurance rates, which again 
the NDP has been turning into a 
major issue.

One uncharitable, but realistic, 
interpretation of the premier’s 
move might be that he wants to 
delay action on these issues until 
he has survived another election 
later in the year.

New labor laws are coming. 
Until they are produced, we won’t 
know whether the premier dares 
make them strong enough to pre
vent a minor squabble from halting 
the entire industry of the province.

A forensic clinic is promised, to 
try to diminish the rash of sense
less crimes committed by those

who are mentally ill but cannot | 
now get adequate treatment.

This scandal should have been I 
dealt with years ago. We hope that t 
the new plan, like other mental [ 
care improvements promised in the | 
past, does not turn out to be 
Opening Day bubble.

There are signs that some I 
chronic deficiencies will be reme-1 
died. Securities laws will be tight
ened; a “substantial increase” will! 
be made in education spending; re-1 
training programs will be strength
ened.

The base for this year’s legisla
tive cocktail looks interesting 1' 
enough. The coming weeks will ^ 
show if it really has a kick—andj 
whether it is blended skilfully1 
enough to give the opposition an, 
election hangover, which seems | 
likely.

HMHlBHBral
Car policies compare 
favorably with Sask.

each driver's

For about half of Vancou because Saskatchewan’s gov 
I ver's drivers the average cost jernment-run scheme includes 
lot auto insurance is about the a $3 charge on 
I same as the fixed insurance ■ licence.

cost In Saskatchewan accord llm|ts of public
S mg to a report tabled Thurs- ,, * .
Ijday liability Insurance, though

with fewer fringe benefits 
It said the minimum cost ofi,h,n Saskatch,wan, cost he- 

Î coverage was $46 anywhere in
, the province of Saskatchewan. Iwpen W5 and $111 In Van- 
This was boosted to $52 for couver depending on the drlv 

si the _ screaked average family er-'s record.

StracJum:

It’

Among the guests

Comedian Dick Gregory! 
sees non-violent dagger
Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — One note-1 

1 worthy guest in the Légiste-1 
I tive Chamber was American I 
I comedian and Negro civil | 
I rights leader Dick Gregory.
I He attended the opening sit- 
q ting as a guest of Frank Cald . 
I er, New Democratic Party I 
I member for Atlin. It was Gre- [ 
I gory’s first visit to a Com- 
I monwealth legislature.
J Shortly before the opening,
I he met some NDP MLAs in- 
I formally at a gathering in Op- 
| position Leader Robert Stra- l 
I chan’s office, among them the I 
I member for Vancouver East,
8 Alex Macdonald, dressed in 
| his clan kilt and jacket. L
j Gregoiy showed great Inter-1 
lest in Macdonald’s skein-Dhu, r 
I the short bladed Scots dagger 
I worn inside the knee socks.
I Macdonald described it as his 

of nonviolence and 
[.replaced It in his sock. ]

s much 
about 
nothing

VICTORIA (CP)—Opposi
tion Leader Robert Strachan 
I was generally critical Thurs- 
I day of the throne speech read 
lat the opening of the B.C.
| Legislature.

He said In a statement the 
| speech “contains some hints 
I of improvements, some 
B threats, some promises, the 

■ usual royal commission and a 
I great many words about noth- 
I ing at all.

“This speech from the 
I throne may have been ade-$ 
Iquate 10 years ago. but it fails | 
I to meet the needs of today | 
Sand ignores the urgency of I 
| tomorrow.

“The premier said the fed- L 
leral speech from the throne 1 
I was a milk and water effort | 
I His own is even more so.”

Anouncement of increased | 
|spending on education and! 
I other education improvements | 
I may be too little and too late,! 
Ihe added.

“We know from the record I 
■that any amendments this gov-1 
Jernment has made to labor! 
legislation has only made the| 
I situation worse.”

The royal commission in-1 
Iquiry into auto insurance was| 
■ “the last refuge of a govern* I 
| ment that doesn't want to act." I
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Scrap it, says prison chief

Oakalla verminous, explosive
province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA The B.C. Dl l 

[rector of Corrections, S.| 
Ronksbo rough Smith, has 

| called for the scrapping of . 
Oakalla prison and its replace-,! 
ment with a series of small 
units in the Lower Mainland, i 

In his annual report for the j.
*| year ending last March .31,1 

b« condemned Oakalla as over 
3 crowded, dangerously explo 

[ sive and infested with vermin 
And he claimed the crowd 

ing of first offenders with ! 
hardened éliminais. Including 
some perverts, is eausing in 
pressing danger and expense 
to the province

He charged that a prisoners' 
not in May. 1%4. which cost (g

1 $70,000 in damage, was caused
2 by overcrowding and lark of 

segregation.

WÊBÊÊÊ

lie expressed gi ;ix est ron- 
cern for juveniles passing 
through Oakalla while waiting 

111 until their cases are concluded 
■ in court. They endure a 20 
H hour daily lockup in the re- 

t mand cell block containing 
I adult prisoners, many of them 
1 habitual criminals, alcoholics, 

homosexuals and addicts, he j!

SP»1 During 1964-65, 214 male | 
^■ juveniles went through the 

prisons.
Said Smith: "Many of these*

I youths arrive at Haney Cor 
teriional Institution and at > 
New Haven With distorted 

j ideas and values as a result of- 
iheir association In the remand 

l unit with older recidivisttrfjg* 
^ prisoners (repeaters) 

only thought is

# m

■ -

•i
'

►lgger education setup 
puts accent on colleges *

By W1LF BENNETT

The most significant dis-1 educators, is regarded 
[closure on the government's! rather meaningless until pn 
1966 education policy in the j sentation of the budget reveal]

J Throne speech, aside from the - how much.
| promise of more money, is the I Every budget for the past 20]
| announcement that the depart years has provided increase.»]
I ment of education will be in education expenditures,
|expanded to give more atten often substantial, so this isT .. 
ation to post-secondary schools. ! nothing new until the amounts y 

! are known.
This, undoubtedly, is the MORE MONEY

[plan of new Deputy Minister: Increases have been asked I 
of Education Dean Neil Perry,; in all fields from elementary 

I formerly UBC vice-president, |lo post-graduate university f|| 
probably means a new depart- levels. Premier Bennett has |P 
ment for the province's ex-[already said there will he '

| panding universities, junior more money for universities, :

whose

changes

All this makes the demand ; 
y ing job of training these young fe 

prisoners that much more dif
ficult," said the director.

Smith said admission fadli- |h 
ties are so inadequate that it J 
is impossible to clear prison- ! 
ers completely of vermin.

The Isolation hut at thej .
Sj prison came in for some of 
j]Smith's strongest’ criticism.
I He said there is no sanita |d 
Ition in these cells and inmates j 
j! ran become critically or fatal 
rjly ill without the staff know-. 
ling.

j "When these cells contain 
aggressive and violent inmates, ' 7 
it is not unusual for the staff, 
when opening the cell door, I 
to receive on their persons ;

of a bucket ofyjrjthe contents
^excrement.'' said Smith.

-

By JACK CLARKE 
Province Victoria Bureau

■■■■■■■■■■
| The Board would devote its 
whole time to the business of

I
the Review Board and would 
never be available for consul-^ 
tation' by any members of the!' 
WCB staff about a pending 
claim.

The Review Board would 
have the "fullest power of in
vestigation to get the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth” of a case be
fore it.

VICTORIA Reconstruc 
^tion of the Workmens' Boardj 
of Review to ensure greater j 
[impartiality in dealing with; 
compensation appeals has 
been recommended by Mr. Jus-

Mr. Justice Tysoe recom- 
mended establishment of an y 
office of compensation consult-1 
ant, independent of both in
dustry and the Board but p 
responsible to and paid by the | 
government. His job would be k 

----- .i ’ *h0®to advise the present compen-
■ lice Tysoe in the report^ the Sa„on counsellor and to
iRoyal Commission on Work- |,.ppr„pnt workmpn ,n ,om, of :J 
jmens Compensa ion. ! the most contentious cases co-
1 In his report, tabled in the | ing before the Review Board. 
Legislature Thursday, Mr. Jus- UNJUST (T AIMS
tice Tysoe said: "It is my opin :-

colleges and technical and 
| vocational institutes.

Two years ago, when there 
[was only one university and 
three vocational schools, this 
field could he handled as a 

j part-time effort in the educa- ! 
[tion department.

JUNIOR MINISTER?
But now there are three 

I public universities, a major 
two-year technical institute, 
three junior colleges operating 
or building, and vocational 
schools in many provincial 
centres. As the Throne speech 
says, their enrolment is con
tinuing at a rate exceeding 
normal growth.

The new development proh- 
| ably will mean the naming of 
a director, possibly another 
deputy minister, for college 

[level institutions.
The promised "substantial 

[increase" in education ex- 
ditures, while welcomed by

in line with expansion of y 
buildings and student popula- ; 
tion, and with recently 
no uneed increased federal| 
grants.

There is no indication In the I 
Throne speech that Premier I 
Bennett intends to accede to g 
the requests from provincial S 
trustees’ and teachers’ organ-1 
izations to name a separate | 
ministry of education, split-; 
ting the two portfolios pres- 8 
entiy held by Labor and 8 
Education Minister Peterson. f 
Labor organizations have also I 
consistently urged such separ-l 
ation.

Two years ago education 1 
became the top single govern-1 
ment expenditure, taking over | 
from highways.

Last year the budget called I 
fbr expenditure of $152.2 mil-[ 
lion — or 34 per cent of I 
estimated revenues for the| 

ending March 31.

ion that whatever seeming dif
ficulties may appear 
way the Board oug 

: make the necessary changes 
in its procedures and practices 
to ensure that the tribunal 
charged with the duty of pass
ing in review or on appeal 
upon decisions relating to 

Hclaims by workmen or then- 
dependents is as completely 

j independent and impartial as 
U the circumstances will allow.” 

The provincial government 
earlier introduced increases in 
the allowances and pensions 
paid to disabled workmen, wid
ows and dependents.

THREE MEMBERS 
Under Mr. Justice Tysoe’s 

| proposal, the Review Board 
|would comprise not less than 
|three members. He stipulated 
Bone should be a well-qualified 
I lawyer and another a well- 
I qualified doctor. He made no 
1 comment on who should com- 
| prise the rest of. the board.

Under the present setup the.. | 
in thn ’ Rpvipvv Board comprises the , 
h t toj WCB’s chief claims officer, || 

the chief medical officer and f 
the chief solicitor. During the ggj 
commission’s hearings, Op- |j| 
position Leader Robert Strach- [|r 
an and others claimed the 
hearings of appeals by men in
volved in considering the ori
ginal claims, as "unjust.”

In his report, Mr. Justice 
Tysoe said the review by 
three persons within, the WCB 
administration is in essence a 
reconsideration of a claim and 
doesn’t purport to he a hear
ing in any commonly accepted; 
sense.

Said the judge: "Those whoj 
comprise the reviewing body ! 
are employees of the WCB, 
hired and subject to discharge 
by the commissioners. They 
are part of the whole 
general operation, the pattern 
for which ia set by the atti-
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Awheel ho!

CAR CHAMPS
VICTORIA—B.C. has more cars per capita than 

any other part of Canada it was disclosed in the 1964 
annual report of the provincial Motor Vehicles Branch. 

There were 10 vehicles for every 24 people In 1964, 
Canadian average is 10the same as Saskatchewan, 

vehicles for every 30 people.
In cars alone B.C. leads the nation with 10 cars per I 

30 persons. Ontario is next with cars for every 33 | 
citizens. .. Jj

Record hospital payout 
bv insurance service

mce were paid for 2.7 million 
days of patient care, an 
increase of 2.6 per cent over! 
the previous year.

Last, year the hospital in
surance scheme also paid bills, 
totalling $600,000 for B.'J.

! residents treated in hosptialsl 
outside the province.

The report said that at the I 
end of 1965 10 major hospital j 
projects totalling 457 bedsj 
were under construction. Es-| 
[timated costs of the projects! 
| were $11.3 million.

Another $50 million worth 
of hospital projects were in 

|the planning stages, the report

: VICTORIA The B.C.
‘Hospital Insurance Service !< 
ilast year paid out a record 
$200,000 a day for hospital 

‘services in the province. The 
j total hospital bill was $73.5 
; million.
i In 1949. the first year of|
| operation for the government 
I insurance scheme, the daily 
| hospital bill averaged $50,000.

The 17th annual report of] 
IBCHIS, tabled in the Legisla-; 
|ture, said 286.369 patieriis; 
[were treated last year, ar.: 
[increase of three per cent ove* 
1964.

Public hospitals in the prm

Bennett pledges action 
on redistribution report
VICTORIA Premier Ben- 

jnett says there will be a re
distribution bill placed before 
the legislature at this session, 

j He explained in an inter
view Friday he hasn’t had 
itime to read the report yet 
ibut had seen the story in the 
[morning newspaper.

The cabinet is expected to 
begin a detailed study of the 
royal commission’s finding 
next week.

Bennett said he wasn’t sug
gesting any changes in recom
mendations at this time, but 

: he stressed it was a report to 
! the government and there- 
j fore subject to change before 
presentation to the Legisla- 

! ture.

I “I can see no reason why ! 
jthe report should not be dealt | 
with as soon as possible," the | 
premier said.

Syphilis rate declines
VICTORIA—Provincial ven- creased slightly during the; 

eval disease programs last year year to 6.146 cases, 
resulted in a 41 per cent drop The steady growth in B.C.’s 
in syphilis cases in B.C. population continues, the re-

The report of the health Port sa^- The mid-1965 total 
department, tabled in the approached 1.8 million, up 51,-I. . . . _ . . .. .. nnn — i cm a

:: \

Si
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Government urged to resist 
‘high-cost’ hospital prices

Province Victoria Bureau bed. which arc now being,.cave for chronic cases, hut 
offered for sale at $10,000 per reported only 570 non-profit!

VICTORIA — The govern ^ beds were available. Patients)
«ment was warned Friday noi ' interest in nursing in private nursing homes do!
ito .fall for inflated purchase purchases results from! not quality
1 prices now being asked for * rnment otfer tol sPea«- said it was unsatis-
[isome private nursing homesi „ lor ^ 0fifactory to have citizens —|
jinB.C ,hpse facilities when operated entiiled to $l-aday coverageWilliam Speare (SC—Carl- h„ „n,m, „n ,!—denied Insurance because of|
|boo), a former hospital ad 
| mini stra tor, said he knows of 
I some private hospitals, built

by community groups on 
non-profit basis.

jat a cost of $4,500 to $5,000 a i introduced $l-a-day

insufficient beds.
He said many communities 

Last Dec. 1 the government have come forward with non-
BÇHIS profit projects, but it is the! 

responsibility of the govern-1 
ment to provide leadership.

Speare moved acceptance of 2 
the throne speech and Hunter!
Vogel (SC Delta i ed it.

Move to get 
barred MP 
seated fails

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA Opposition!
pleader Strachan tried unsuc-i 
Icessfully to have William! 
| Hartley seated as NDP mem-[ 
pber for Yale when the Legisla-| 
| lure opened.

He asked the Speaker tol 
I consider that Hartley hadi | 
^appealed the court rulingg 
| voiding his 1963 election.

“If he was able to represent! 
| Yale for two sessions while a| 
| legal decision was pending on I 
hone side, surely it is only fair! 
rthat he should still represent! 
g the riding,” Strachan said.

Mr. Speaker William Mur-1 
Iray said the question involves! 
|a point of law and therefore! 
I was outside his jurisdiction.

“I'm not asking for a ruling! 
Bon a point of law,” saidf 
|Strachan. “It is a point 
|natural justice and benefit toj 
I the constituents of Yale.”

Hartley is attending the! 
| opening as a guest. His appeal I 
lis scheduled to open Feb. 7 in* 
1 Victoria.

Education 
cost rises 
$21.5 million
VICTORIA Public school I 

Meducation in the year ended ' 
I March 31, 1965, cost RC. $1991 
■ million, an increase of $21.51 
I million.
1 The public schools report | 
ijsubmitted to the legislatures 
1 showed the government share (| 
I was $105 million compared^ 
| with $95.5 million the previous I

Total enrolment increased j 
| by 21.000 to 400,064—390,507 *

' i municipal schools and 9,557 
i rural schools. The pupil- * 

.teacher ratio averaged 31.67. ] 
|Regular attendance level was; 
ij89.85 per cent.
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Auto Insurance
Probe Launched

Drinking Drivers 
Face Stiffer Law

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Appointment of a royal commission 
to probe the whole field of automobile insurance in B.C. 
was announced today in the speech from the throne 
opening the third session of the 27th Legislature.

The speech, generally outlining government policy 
for the coming year, also disclosed plans for what could 
amount to compulsory blood-testing of suspected im 
paired drivers.

Legislation will be introduced to allow police to 
suspend the driving licences of suspected impaired
drivers when they are confronted by officers.

SI
Details Coming Examine 

All Aspects
Maximum 

Alcohol Level
The law will set a maximum '

■ level of alcohol in the blood-| 
■stream beyond which it will be \ 
|an offence to drive.

It will be up to the motorist j
■ to ^provide evidence of a tests 
lby blood sample or breath-[ 
lalizer if he wishes to challenge | 
I the suspension in the courts.

In addition, the speech pro-jj 
■vides for e compulsory safety 3 
■motor vehicle testing through-] 
|out the province.

In the speech read by Lt.- 
|Gov. George Pearkes, Premier! 
|W. A. C. Bennett’s Social Credit |
■ government announced plans |
■ to substantially increase edu- \ 
■cation spending, expand the I 
■education department, set upfs 
B a forensic clinic in Burnaby, f 
land establish a women’s bu*| 
I reau within the départirent of|

Few details were 
about the government’s new 

j policies. They will be dis- 
] closed gradually during the,

(
next several days when bills 
are introduced, when cabinet 
ij ministers speak in the throne 
1 speech debate, and when Ben- 

[ nett brings down his budget in 
two weeks.

Bennett said at a press con
ference that B.C. Supreme 

j Court Justice R. A. Wootton 
■j will head the royal commis- 
; sion probe of auto insurance, 
j Other members, appointed 
| today by cabinet order-in-coun- 
3 cil, are University of B.C.
: Prof. Dr. Peter Alfred Lusz- 

v| tig, and Charles Walls, mana
ger of the B.C. Federation of 
I Agriculture.

Lusztig is a member of 
jJUBC's commerce department 
• and is a specialist in finance 
j and insurance. Walls is a 
| member of the federal royal 
| commission on taxation.

The throne speech said that > 
the commission was set up “to 
examine all aspects of automo
bile insurance and related con- j 

I sidérations as they may affect 
the people of British Colum
bia.”

It was learned the auto in
surance commission has been 
instructed by the cabinet to re
port on the feasibility of a 
complete government scheme, 
or limited participation, or 
government agencies at which 
insurance is sold.

The commission follows a 
study by the insurance branch 
of the attorney-general’s de
partment of insurance rates 
across Canada.

A report of that study will 
be presented to the legislature 
by Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner tonight.
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game act changetîôn of financial and human 
resources within attainable 
limits,” the throne speech 
stated.

“To assist in these endea
vors, you will be asked to ap
prove a substantial increase in 
my government's expenditures 
for education," said Lt.-Gov.

I Pearkes.
i The speech said that in- 
Icreased emphasis will now be 
: placed on revision of the ele ? 
mentary school level curricu
lum. in line with changes 
implemented at the secondary 
level.

‘To prépaie bur youth for 
• the opportunities offered by 
this new society, my govern
ment will cohtinue to formu- 

| late modern diversified pro- 
I grams in the field of public 
^education," Pearkes said.
3EXPANSION BASIS 
j ; Automation and technolog- j 
felcal change, also mentioned in I 

the throne speech, will be the 
1 basis for expansion of the edu- 
!' cation department;
1 Bennett told reporters that 
|y his plan to enlarge the de- 
Jpartment is specifically aimed

The thr 
jthat a new 
[the conservation 
will be brought i.. 
the^existing Game Act.

...............«* a Strata
aimed at enabling 

to obtain

one speech said also 
act to provide for 

of wildlife 
to replaceThe three commissioners |.V j 

, t, have power to call on experts 
8 to assist them in a complete j 

. 'study of auto insurance rates, v*; 
coverage, protection of the ^ 
public and administration.

The proposed blood test law - ^
• will be a new approach to the 1 
r! problem of drinking drivers $5
• and is believed the first of its j;.j 

kind anywhere.
The law will not provide || 

compulsory tests, but is aimed • ^ 
at keeping drinking drivers 
off thé road by suspension of ^ 
their licences, it was learned.

Police will have the power 
? to suspend a driver’s licence Ç' 

on the spot if the motorist ap
pears to be impaired by al
cohol.

The law will set a maxi- g 
mum level of alcohol in the ; 
bloodstream beyond which It 

V: ; will be an offence to drive. 3
However, it will be up to the 

motorist to provide evidence 
1'of a test by blood sample or

I There will also he 
I Titles Act, -
apartment dwellers 
titles to their homes.

Legislation will he brought 
In to amend the Civil Service 
Superannuation Act, the Mu
nicipal Superannuation Act 
and the Teachers' Pensions 
Act so that contributions and 
benefits can he co-ordinated 
with the new Canada Pension 
Plan.

IN ROYAL CITY
It Was also disclosed that 

the next session of the legisla- 
tuie will he opened .Ian. 24. 
1967. at New Westminster, as

mm

at' placing greater emphasis | 
on post-secondary education ] 
universities and technical and ! 
vocational colleges.

. “My government recognizes 
the increasing impact of auto
mation and technological 
changes on the economy of 
the province and the lives of 
our people. In order to meet 
this challenge, you will he 
asked to augment substantial
ly the services provided by 
the department of labor,” the 
speech said.
AMENDMENTS COMING 

Amendments to the Medical 
Grants Act, which set up the 
government - sponsored B.C.

for the next session was scon 
as an indication that Bennett 
will not call a general election 
this year, as many observers 
believed.

He does not have to call an 
election until 1967.

Tfhe throne speech also said 
that Princess Margaret Island, 
one of the Gulf Islands group, 
will he developed as a provin
cial park named after the 
princess.

The island was given to 
Princess Margaret by the prov
ince some time ago. But Ben
nett said today the princess 
has returned it to the govern
ment for development for the 
use of British Columbians.

Bennett, in a sort of state 
of the province address during 
a press conference, said B.C. 
is growing at a faster rate 
than any other pail of North 
America.

"B.C.’s brightest days lie 
ahead," he said, indicating he 
will have more to say about 
this in his budget address.

In those days Bri 
lumbia wasn’t rolling 
as today. Times we 
The speech from th< 
was sad but op 
“Gloomy as our presi 
tion may be, I think 
look to the future wi 
dence, If we work f? 
together for the publ 
merging as far as ma 
sectional or local inte 
a desire to promote t 
eral welfare.

“—Let me express 
fidence that better d 
yet In store for us. Th 
cloud of adversity tha 
over the south light 
We proceed northward 
Winter has yet seen J 
numerous and content 
Jng population thaij

the medical scheme, which 
now covers 194,000 people, has 
exceeded his expectations. He 
said he is confident that the 
plan ,will soon cover 400,000 
people, his original target.

The throne speech also dis
closed that the government 

i intends to bring in legislation 
for a crop insurance program, 
if it can he tied in with the 
federal plan.

id It also revealed that amend
ements will he made to the 
I Forest Act, to eliminate obso- 
glete sections, to the Mineral 
■ Act and the Placer-Mining 
1 Act. _____

m, sitting there In hi 
>ld braid, covered in] 
on medals, 
jÿe speech said:
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?

In those clays British Co
lumbia wasn’t rolling in gold, 1 
as today. Times were hard. ! 
The speech from the throne I 
was sad but optimistic: | 
"Gloomy as our present posi- j 
tion may be, I think we can ; i 
look to the future with confi- $ 

Idence, if we work faithfully | 
together for the public good, ^ 

i merging as far as may be all | 
sectional or local interests in | 
a desire to promote the gen- rj 
eral welfare.

“-—Let me express my con- f 
fidence that better days arej 

| yet in store for us. The heavy | 
cloud of adversity that hangs 
over the south lightens as 
we proceed northward and no I 
Winter has yet seen a more | 
numerous and contented min
ing population than that 

I Which is now working on our 
fold creeks.’’
/ That was a century ago 
And before Social Credit; 
now there’s no gloom, nor 
Adversity, and certainly no 
Wt of it in the 1966 speech 
from the throne.
*.Lt-Gov. George Pearkes 
jot through the eight-page 
%cial Credit monumental, 

jouncing each word clear- 
and everyone admired 
sitting there in his stiff 
braid, covered in hard

en medals.
[The speech said: “I am

Rap^Mor^oft tfiaTtlie com- 
63 prehensive planning of my 

government in the field of 
welfare service has resulted 
during the past year in con
tinued improvement of these 
services.”

Hearing this. Welfare Min
ister Wesley Black preened 
himself, but his chief oppon
ent, New Democrat Davè 

| Barrett of Dewdney looked as 
if he’d bounce out of his 
chair, for he’s of the opinion 
our welfare services are get
ting worse by the hour, be
cause this government, in his 
view, is tight when it comes 
to the humanities.

Well, anyway, the speech 
said that everything is rosy 

! in this province^ that we have 
no problems, land never will, 
as long as the people are 
sensible enough to keep in of
fice this sterling government 
presided over by that master
ful politician W. A. C. Ben
nett.

It didn’t say that in so 
many words, but that’s what 
I read into it. There were, 
thank goodness, a few items 
to chew on. It’s good to know 
compulsory testing of auto
mobiles all over B.C. is com
ing; that should rule off the 
roads a lot of beat-up old 
wrecks. Fine, too, that car

VICTORIA—If the 1966 session of the Legislature■ 
vSWg is as long-winded and full of unnecessary words as $ 

fc : Thursday’s Speech from the Throne we’re really in for | 
I'-1 it and your MLAs will flagellate themselves into a state I 

JmHKof collapse.
Opposition leader Robert Strachan read it in advance ,

■ ' (courtesy of the premier) and listened to it, and snorted:
“A great many words about no-» 
thing at all.” Why, said he, this ,'Jjj 
year’s speech is even more “milk-*ysjw 
and-honey” than the premier him-»B| 
self said of the Ottawa Speech (IB 
from the Throne a few days back. . 
Huh, spat out Strachan, words,H 

words, Social Credit words, and to fvfl 
him there's nothing -more hollow ® 
and fraudulent.

Yes, cruel as this judgment may ||§| 
be, that’s just about what the»5,^ 
speech amounted to — a great ^Eg 
many words about nothing at all.&$g| 
It was mostly a boring document, 
a paen of praise for the govern- H 
ment. It contained a list of vervBjl 
important personages who had|3| 

calling upon us in the last year, a chit-chatty com-
EB pilation, but to what avail in a throne speech 

■JKri: The speech had a cosy lecture on our history, which is 1
"rtM Important enough, true, but this seemed hardly the place ; 

H for such a lecture, because no one really took it in. I found 1 
the idea of opening the session in New Westminster next 

jgBfl year Imaginative; for it was • 
m there, 100 years ago, the first 
‘::4 legislative session of the 
|j| united Crown colony of Brit- 
,V ish Columbia was opened by 

royal governor Fredrick Sey- |g 
ÜB? mour.

‘ -

jSbTSura^^^stoDe^^n 
4 public airing, perhaps com- 

pulsory government car in-

8
°™ surance will result. It should.

★ ★ ★

The Invited guests, dressed fl 
to the nines, and jam-packed, ‘ 

r-y , listened to the wordy speech 
Ç-1 politely, stifling yawns, im- v 
* i patient to get going to all the ^ 

parties that make your capi-1 
; ! tal a gay and giddy place on V 
Vi legislative opening day. It’s.;

' all very social and the hob- ^ 
/; nobbing that goes on is ter-1 

rific. It bends the ears.
The Liberals wore tiny red 1 

I roses in their buttonholes. I 
Ea Opposition leader Strachan | 
g'- had white heather; New Q 

Democrat Alex Macdonald of 
Vancouver East, become! 
f more Scottish than Malcolm 1

Ï
 Graeme, was self-conscious in , 
a kilt, and that little bundle, 
of feminity, New Democrat vj 
Mrs. Lois Haggen of Grands 

Forks-Greenwood, had a red! 
pom-pom as her topknot, § 
nodding and fluttering it g 
across the aisle at the prem- £] 
ier, one of her favorite men y 
when she puts politics aside. (| 

The Socred members were | 
flowerless; their lapel show is 1 
when the premier delivers his 
budget. That great day they 
all trot into the House de- 
fiantly sporting hyacinths,

' intne Socred colors ol wmte.V 
Fj and green.

I looked from the press f 
I gallery at the always pleas- i.sj 
. ant Mrs. Bennett. No woman | - 

in our history has been a |
Î premier’s wife as long as she, ; 

and I often wonder what she 
thinks of her lot in life. ^ 
Somehow I feel she's too |

■ Iladylike to say anything out 
’joud. And so she carries on,
• and everyone's the better for i

S
a few words with her. In ] 
dignity she rolls with the 'ti 
,t. punches of politics, at the j 
jljp same time having no views i 
on politics—in public that is. J 

h’ Heaven only knows how tj 
J&j much good, sound advice she 
*s|j gives the premier in the pri- jj 

vacy of their Saltspring | 
Island hideaway.

★ ★ ★
| It was a great perform- j 
ance as usual Thursday, all j 

,.f tradition and goodwill, and J 
>\ the feeling it’s great to live j 
. in a democracy, and there \

,] was a submerging of any I 
g wicked thoughts that a lot of i 
B"j the fuss and feathers of open-1 

ing day is, in large measure, | 
costly, out-of-date nonsense, J 
and might well be pitched out j@ 
the window, so that we could H 
the more quickly get on with p 
the job.
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Bigger Voice
Angus Probe Gives 
Metro Area 26 Seats

By FRANK RI TTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Eight more members of the 
Legislature are recommended for the Lovv®r Mainland, 1 

p hnlri scheme for redistribution proposed by a loyal J

|jg§f ' I

s»%
v'>

in a bold scheme for 
commission Thursday. j

Rut one of the three commissioners refused to 
ag)-ee to part of the plan which changes every existing 
riding hut one.

Commissioner Kenneth L. Morton, deputy régis- , 
tear of voters for the provincial government, charged 
that the redistribution for Vancouver would lie a return 
to the ward system.

3le filed a minority objec
tion on this point to the broad 
plan approved by commission ' 
clfeirman T>r. Henry Angrisj 
arid Fred Hurley, B.C.’s <

I";1 elect oral officer.
I The majority report calls K 

E^for 52 MLAs to represent 52a 
ridings.

I t At present there are 
HMLAs for 42 ridings. eight of g 
< ' ; them multiple-member constit- 

,:<i uencies.
Morton agreed with the rest g 

£;|of the recommlendations- 
| hefty volume of political 1 

j dynamite which was tabled | 
immediately after the formal! 
opening of the annual session j 
of the legislature.

Premier W. A. C. Bennett | 
said neither he nor any! 

BÉj member of the government f 
i88B had seen the report in ad- g 

vance.
I His only comment was: 1 

"The government will study | 
it.”

There was no indication! 
whether the government would | 
act on the report this session,! 
by drafting legislation to| 

§ implement it. or by referring| 
it to a House committee for| 
consideration, or rejecting U. F 

The Angus report would g 
boost the Lower Mainland's B 
representation from 18 to 26.1 

It slashes rural represen-[
dation from 28 to 21 and

| one. seat off Victoiia.
The major political carnage 1 

■ would come in the Kootenays, I 
whose present seven MLAs g 

| would be reduced to lour.
The commission tried to di-l 

I vide the province into ridings | 
I each with an equal number of | 
j 16,750 voters.

But, it said, fears of regional! 
I domination in the hinterland 1 
I spurred it to give the Lower! 
j Mainland and Victoria five g 
I fewer MLAs than strict repre-1 
J sentation by population would | 
j require.

Instead, it said, it had distri-1

I representing S'l.tioO “phantom f‘ 
l voters." across the more!, 
I sparsely-populated areas of | 
I the province.

It stuck, however, to 
E instruction in its terms of p 

reference that no riding should 
|H have fewer than 7,500 voters |

pa by 1975.
The only untouched riding |

ight for City, 
Says McGeer (

in the Angus plan is Newfc
Westminster, now represented | 

j by Rae Eddie (New Demo-1 
[gcratic Party).

The names of 20 present |
I ridings are retained, although 1 
i, their boundaries are altered |
| except Cor the Royal City.

There are 32 new names onl
I the Angus electoral map. 

Swallowed up in the redis
[j tribution are the present rid- pH 
| ings of Fernie, Cranbrook, ™ 
i Revelstoke. Grand Forks- 
jj Greenwood, K as 1 o - Slocan, 
ij Skeena, Atlin, Similkameen g 
land Lillooet.

Fernie is now the seat of fi 
| Liberal. Harry McKay. Cran-1
II brook is represented by Leo |
I Nimsick (NDP) ; Revelstoke I 
I by Socred Arvid Lundell;|
~ Grand Forks by Lois Haggenjl 
jjj (NDP) ; Kaslo-Slocan by Newjq 
1 Democrat Randolph Harding :|
| Skeena by Socred Dudley!
J Little; Atlin by Frank Calder® 
1 (NDP); Similkameen by Agri-j
1 culture Minister Frank Rich-1 
| ter, and Lillooet by Socred |
1 Don Robinson.

The opposition leaders offi-1 
I dally had no comment on the!
| Angus plan, saying they | 
j wanted time to study it.

But they were obviously 1 
[shocked at the sweeping 1 
I changes as they peeked while!
1 reporters read the only copy g 
1 of the report made available!
I by the government, 
j New Democratic leader Rob-1 
Jert Strachan wrestled with it!
[ for some time, then stomped Ï 
[out, snorting: “It’s impossible|
I to understand.”

"Oh, my God, look *t that,M|
| was the reaction of New 
| Democrat John Squire

"That doesn't look too\ad,” 
l said Alex Macdonald (NDP —81 
l Vancouver East).

"That’s just about right in 
] Vancouver,’’ said Pat McGeer 
| (Lib.—Point Grey).

“It’s what I recommended I 
•n the North Shore,” said i 

H Liberal leader Ray Perrault. I 
The commission divided 

|] metropolitan Vancouver into 
116 single-member ridings, in-1 
J stead of the present sixlj 

ridings with 12 members.
Each new riding would havefcj 

fj an average of 19,650 voters, T 
B although the exact numbers 1™^
;| were not spelled out in the r f * - 
ij report.

This was the part to which Ihggggi 
PMorton objected. He maintain-;
E ed it was not within the |
| commission’s terms of refer- [|
Hence to eliminate multiple-j 1 
I member ridings. â

The terms, set out by the i:• J 
Bcabinet last August, said the 
g commission should give con- 
B sidération to two-member rid
ings in Vancouver and Vic- 

| toria.
Morton said that to divide 

I Vancouver into single ridings 
t] would be a regressive step to 
I the ward system which thei 
| city abolished in 1935 by 
I plebiscite. At that time, the 
J city of Vancouver had 12 
8 wards.

Morton said six multiple-j 
| member ridings would give|
|more flexibility.

However, the main report of 
I the commission said its plan 
Sfor Vancouver represented the 
I majority of requests at public 
J hearings.

It said multiple-member rid- 
j ings were undesirable because 

weak candidate could get 
I elected on the coattails of his 
j party colleague; the MLA’s 
I sense of individual responsibil- 
| ity was weakened and import
ant minorities could be ex 

| tinguished.
Outside Vancouver, the
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dings for the Lower FraseF 

IVaUe.v and Delta area.
Major change would carve 

up the existing i idlng of Delta 
into four ridings called Rich
mond, Surrey, Langley and 
Delta

Dewdney would be halved 
with its western portion called 

JCoquitlam.
The North Shore would 

I three ridings instead of 
present two-member North 

I Vancouver.
The new ridings proposed 

| are: West Vancouver—Howe 
Sound; North Vancouver- 
Capilano, and North Vancou- 

I vev-Seymour.
Burnaby would be split into)

| three new ridings.
Greater Victoria would have 

I five ridings, each with one 
member instead of its present| 

I four with a total of six 
I MLAs.

Changes for the rest of 
j Vancouver Island would ad
just boundaries but would not 
reate any new ridings.
Northern r,.c. would havej 

I five MLAs with Skeena and 
Atlin, at present the smallest1 
riding, being abolished.

In the Kootenays, Fernie 
| and Cranbrook would be com- 
Jbined to form the new riding 
gof Kootenay, while Columbia, 
iRevelstokc and Kaslo-Slocan. 
I would go into newly-named 
B Columbia River.

Salmon Arm 
To Be Re-Named

mmm -

■
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renamed Shuswap. Parts oT
South Okanagan and Grand 
Forks-Greenwood would be 
put into a riding called 
Boundary.

North Okanagan,, which the 
commission said is too big at 
present, loses some northern 
territory to Shuswap.

South Okanagan, which is 
Bennett's own riding, is cut 
down to include only Kelowna, 
Summerland and Peachland.

The present riding of 
Similkameen is to be absorbed 
by Boundary.

The commission allocated 
five seats to northern B.C., not 
just because of its vast size, 
but because it felt there is a 
great diversity of interests 
there and some parts will 
grow substantially by 1975.

What is now North Peace 
riding and tiny Atlin is 
merged into a huge riding 
across the top of the province 
called Northland.

South Peace will become 
plain Peace River riding with 
only minor boundary changes.

Fort George is little chang
ed by the commission but it is 
given the title Prince George 
after the city which makes up 
most of its population.

Omineca loses a chunk off 
its northern border to North
land, but is extended west
wards to cover part of the] 
present riding of Skeena,

Prince Rupert gets the rest] 
of Skeena, including Terracei 
and Kitimat.

In tl.e Kootenays, only 
Rossland-Trail and Nelson- 
Creston are left relatively 
unchanged.

if-:»:1-.

In the west-central region of ; 
the province, Kamloops is 1 
changed only slightly, buta 
Cariboo and Yale are made j 
much bigger, each getting |j 
chunks of existing Lillooet.

On the west coast. MacKen-1 
zie would remain, but lose two £ 
islands, Lasqueti and Bowen. |

Victoria City 
Cuts Urged

Vancouver Island's main j 
change is around Victoria.

Now represented by three 
Socred MLAs, Victoria City is ; 
cut into two ridings, Victoria , 
North and South.

Saanich lopes some territory ! 
to an enlarged riding of 
Esquimau, and is re-namediM™. 
Sidney. It gains the Gulf9| 
Islands, which now belong to > 
Nanaimo.

gga Oak Bay is virtually un-^ 
changed, taking on only 
small part of Saanich.

Strachan’s home riding of 1 
Cowichan-Newcastle is re- ‘. j 
named Cowichan-Malahat and 
is extended south to Mill Bay |' - 
and north to Gordon River.

Nanaimo loses the Gulf | 
Islands, which the commission j; ' 
felt belonged to the new!; 
Sidney riding because of their j' ; 
close link by ferry to the'.» 
Saanich Pe insula.

Alherni is enlarged to in-1 
elude Parksville on the east-] 

______ and the west coast fishing! -]
pjv.j community of Clo-c 

]' Comox is cut down slightly] 
f^fljby the shift of Parksville intoï 

: 'the Alberni riding. ’

ON YALE SEAT

NDP Bid Fails
VICTORIA — An opposition 

! bid to seat court-ousted MLA 
I Bill Hartley was rejected by 
| the Speaker of the legislature 
| at the formal opening of the 
| session Thursday.
| Opposition leader Robert 
I Strachan appealed to Speaker 
I William Murray to allow his 
I New Democrat colleague to 
1 represent the riding of Yale, 
I where he was elected after a 
I recount in 1963.

Recently, the B.C. Supreme

Court ousted Hartley because^ 
of voting irregularities in| 
Yale.

Hartley has appealed the| 
ouster and will take his casey 
to the B.C. Appeal Court Feb. 
7.

“If he was able to *representp 
Yale for two sessions while B 
legal decision was pending ong 
one side, surely it is only fair! 
that he should still represent 1 
his riding,” Strachan contend-1 
ed.

(FLU FELLS 
i GIBSON

Sun Victoria Bureau ■ 
VICTORIA — The Bps 

toughest man in the Legis- 
lature missed the opening fl 
session Thursday because of H 
illness.

Gordon Gibson (L—North 
Vancouver), a prominent j 
lumberman, was felled by 
the ’flu.

Gov't Jogs
Through
$61,000

Sun Vli-tnria Bureau ,
VICTORIA — B.C.'s cabinet j 

J ministers are travelling men. j 
I They spent $61,311, or $5,1001 
| a month on their jaunts |
|during the last fiscal year, [
I which ended March 31,1965.
1 The government's public § 
ii accounts, details of spending g 

rt during that year, were tabled j 
| in the legislature Thursday.
} Trade Minister Ralph Loff-S 
| mark led the travel pack with!
I expenses of $7,604.
I He was followed by Premier!
|W. A. C. Bennett, who spent L 
| $7,308; Highways MinisterS
I Phil Gaglardi, $6,161; Attorney-1____________
i General Robert Bonner,
I $5,564: Agriculture Minister*
■ Frank Richter, $5,187; Health ■
• Minister Eric Martin, $1,597; ■
I Forests Minister Ray Willis- H
• ton, $4.480: and Education- ■ 
lljibor Minister I^eslie Peter H I son, $4.404.

Provincial Secretary Wesley |
I Black spent $4,231; Mines I
■ Minister Don Brothers, $3,104; I 
giRecreation Minister Kenneth! 
h Kieman, $2,693: and Public!
■ Works Minister W. N. Chant,!
I $1,936.
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fit to B.C. Drivers 
in Saskatchewan I

ProfitNo
PlanFound

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA There would ; average <

v - w V/,.

sB

daily r

drivers in Vancouver the Said Bonner: “It would be 
cost is about the same fair to describe the purpose of 

■■ v iv i uni a 7^‘ltl"unu‘“ as the fixed cost in Saskat the inquiry as an invitation to
^cn°moatorist tfVhe%rovince chewan, despite the very im- the commissioners to re-think
„Hnn,^ SflSka chewan's ro“ Portant factor of traffic don- the entire problem of protec
ernment t o !nsurincé sity in Vancouver, which is j lion to the public arising out
scTme a special report to the 3'J times as large as _the of the all-prevailing presence
Legislature said Thursday. biggest traffic centre in Sas-

The report, by B.C. Insur- katchewan,’ Cantell said, 
ance Superintendent Tom Can- ; In other parts of B.C., he 
tell, said in many cases rates!said, private insurance pre- 
are very similar in the two miums would be cheaper than 
provinces. those charged under the Sas-

But they are difficult to katchewan government 
compare, the report said, scheme.
because they are based on Saskatchewan's premiums

of the automobile 
life."

The commission’s terms of 
reference are wide. One of its 
tasks is to find if there is 
justification for recent in
creases in private auto insur
ance premiums.

It must also say if there
entirely different theories. ]do not vary according to the any better method of provid- 

Saskatchewan premiums are age of the driver, so motoristsjing auto insurance than the 
based on the size and age of under 25 would get cheaper!present system, 
the insured vehicle. j coverage there. Cantell said.

ur-flHS@$g@8

UNIVERSAL BASK "Nevertheless,” he added, “it;
MANY OBJECTIVES

If there is a better method,
the commission asked to

. ‘Isay if it should be administer- his insur-

B.C. premiums are based on;appears that, all factors con- 
what the vehicle is used for ; sjdered, the average
and by whom, the same motorist would find his m»ui- . nriVatPiv nr hv the govern, 
method adopted by the private ance bill just about the same ed Privately or by the govern
insurance industry throughout as jt is now if a Saskatchewan- ment* or by a combinatlon- 
the rest of the world. type insurance were intro-; The terms of reference, laid

Cantell said some strange ducecj jn tomorrow unless out by the cabinet order 
things happen in Saskatche- tbere were substantial govern- appointing the three-man com- 
wan- .. ment subsidization of" the mission, also include investi-

For example, a 17-year-old acGident bill." gation of costs and delay in
y°bth with an old car worth, cantell said this is despite ; compensation for accident vic- 
only ^0 gets his msurance for|the fact that Vancouver has tims; the effectiveness of 
one-fifth the price paid by a fjve times as maBy traffic court claims for damages, 
clergyman driving a me lum*| deaths as Regina, although cost of premiums and what 
P the population Is only 8% legislation, if any, will be

Cantell said minimum cov- tlmes g^ater- .needed to bring about im-

Cantell’s report was tabled provements. 
in the legislature by Attorney-; No date has yet been set for 
General Robert Bonner with- the commission to start hear- 
out comment. , ings, but Bonner said he

But it followed announce-1 thinks it will take a long time 
ment of a royal commission to j for it to conduct the type of 
investigate all aspects of auto ; comprehensive probe sought 
insurance in B.C.________ I by the government.

erage in Saskatchewan for a 
standard model 1962 car 
driven by a man and his wife 
would cost $52 a year.

The sarpe coverage for the 
same car in Vancouver would 
cost between $45 and $111, he 
said.

“For more than half the

I REPORT SAYS:

Purchasing 
Board Short 
Of Staff

Sun Victoria Bureau 
_ VICTORIA — Unnecessary]
■ paper work and a shortage of] 
■staff were blamed Thursday
■ for inefficiency in the govern-] 
Bment’s purchasing commis- 
lsion.

The situation was revealed. 
Bin the commission's annual 
■report for 1965, tabled in the 
■legislature on opening day.
I The report was written by
■ Gerald McKee, who took over] 
las chairman of the commis- 
Ision in mid-year after the, 
|government forced retirement 
I on former chairman George E.

McKee said the commission jj 
J has only six buyers, one ofg 
|3them hired only last June, to| 
7 handle purchases totalling! 
y $41.8 million during the year.

The City of Vancouver, by I 
1 comparison, has six buyers | 
§who handled only $4.8 million | 
I in purchases.

“The pressure on the staff |
I was so great that an excessive j 
I amount of overtime was in-f 
|volved,” the report stated.

It also said there are only 15 j 
|men to service 7,118 business! 
| machines in government! 
goffices.

As a step to improve 8 
I efficiency a change was made! 
| last October raising from $10 ] 
I to $25 the amount of 
| purchase not requiring 
I requisition or emergency pur-| 
I chase order.

“It is estimated that this! 
I alone will save 11,000 emer-f 
Igency purchase orders, in| 
I quintuplicate, and at least! 
I $30,000 in processing them,”| 
|the report stated.

Span Silence 
Draws Slam

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Liberal leader [ 

S Ray Perrault said today he isfl 
j disappointed the provincial |
■ government failed to make|
■ any announcement about a |
■ new Burrard Inlet crossing at|
■ the opening of the legislature! 
I Thursday.

Perrault said residents of I 
I the Lower Mainland had! 
I hoped the government would!
■ refer in the throne speech to j 
| its plans for a new crossing.

He said maybe the govern ] 
I ment has not yet had time td 
I study special engineering re-1 
I ports which will recommend § 
j where the crossing should be.

The finding 
Idations to in 
Ition are 
tj report of Mr 
IVV. Tysoe, wh 
I the legislatur

The judge 
|of administr 
.ensure a ! 
| workers, in< 
I point ment of 
| advice and

Mr. Justice 
I interim prnpc 
I increased per 
lances for w 
[j dependents 
I implemented

] IMPARTIAL
The 451-pi 

1 Thursday is 
ament of the 
I February 19( 
I Chief Justice
gas commissio 

Mr. Justici 
| pointed to 
(January 1964 

Chief amoi 
| dations is 
I reconstruct 
I of review 
I impartiality.'] 

Mr. Justic 
| review boar 
I moved from 
■ subject of th 
lean act in 
I impartially. 

He said t

I DRIVING

By FRAI 
Sun Vici 

VICTORIA 
| has won 
I cabinet battl< 

The high
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Better Deal Urged 
On Worker Injurie:

Victims Not Receiving 
Justice, Probers Report

By IAN Mar ALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

~Th^ finding and rprommen-1 
dations to improve the situa-1 
tion are contained in thefi 
report of Mr. Justice Charles | 
W. Tysoe. which was tabled inf 
the legislature Thursday.

The judge proposed a series I 
of administrative changes to 
ensure a better deal for j 

1 workers, including the ap-j 
pointment of officials to give g 
advice and deal with com

Mr. Justice Tysoe submitted 
interim proposals last fall for 
increased pensions and allow
ances for workers and their 
dependents and these were 
implemented by the govern
ment.
IMPARTIALITY URGED

The 451-page report filed I 
Thursday is the final docu-i 

ment of the probe, set up inti 
February 1962 with the late I 
Chief Justice A. C. DesBrisay| 

as commissioner.
Mr. Justice Tysoe was ap-j

I
 pointed to succeed him ini 
January 1964.
Chief among the tecommen-l

I
 dations is the proposal tog 
reconstruct the WCB's board! 
of review "in the interest off 
impartiality."
Mr. Justice Tysoe said the| 
review board should he re-f 
moved from its position as a I 
subject of the WCB so that it I 
can act independently and! 

impartially.
He said the review board I

VICTORIA—A royal commission that probed 
ish Columbia's workmen's compensation ptoredures says 'e 
workers are not getting the justice they deserve from 
the quasi-judicial machinery of the Workmen's Com- . 
pensation Board. I t."^■■■■■■WBBftnemheis are*em-'| ]

K
nemoers
iloyees and therefore can he i 
tired and fired by the com-Q 

t! missi oners, 
j‘REFLECT POL1C IBS'

"One would he naive tol 
believe that the members of y 
the reviewing body are com 
pletely free to exercise their [ 
own unfetteied judgment j 

| when passing upon claims. | 
which, with equal justifica
tion. could as w ell be decided 

. one wav as the other." he® 
I said.

Mr Justice Tysoe added:
"If the policy of the eom-£| 

j missioners is to he tight and 
1 technical, the thinking and f 
| approach of the reviewing 
5body will have to he the samel 
? or its members are not likely!
| to hold their jobs for long.

"It would he improper fori 
i them as servants of the hoards 

to do otherwise than reflects 
i the policies of the commis-[

j The judge also said that 
ji membership of the review 

hoapid should not he less than 
I hire, and that it should 
include a well-qualified lawyer 
and a doctor.

The hoard should have theS 
power to compel attendance of j 
witnesses, production of docu-f 
ments, discretion to permit^ 
cross examination and should a 
give full reasons for itsfj 
decisions in writing, he said.

| WHOLE TRUTH
"The powers and duties of 5 

| the hoard of review should | 
fullest power of I

Y]Investigation to get at me"
! truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth of the 
• . * •;/ matter before it. and full ,

■ ' discretion to determine the 8 
H Procedure in each individual jj 
Hmatter." the judge said.

He also recommended the 
appointment of a well-trained 
lawyer as a compensation 
consultant to 4 represent; 
workers in contentious cases G 
before the review hoard.

:

j The report. said that theSBHH 
- y'right of the WCB to decide

|Hwhether injury cases brought.gH

And he proposed the créa- 
tion of a complaints depart- |[ 
ment through which com-Jj-® 
plaints of every kind would be j? 
funnelled.

5 whether injury cases brought ■«■j 
^‘against employers are proper^* 

m should he eliminated and left ; y 
with the courts.

g| LEGAL ADVICE
The judge rejected a sug-&|||

| gestion put forward during 
hearings that a lawyer he TO 

l appointed as chairman of the tfjg 
1 boa i d's medical review panel. 
but said the chairman should» 
he given authority to obtain® 
legal advice from an indepen- 
dent source.

He also put aside a request.» 
that all commercial fishermenp 
should he included under ^ 
workmen's compensation, butM 
said it should he made clear ata 
that the benefits are available 
on a voluntary basis.

Nor did he agree with 
suggestion that compensation! 
be paid for "social loss off 
hearing

DRIVING LAW

Wins Round
By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Phil Gaglardi I

I
 has won a round in the| 
cabinet battle of the bottle.

The highways-and - gospel |

I
 minister finally made 
point about alcohol causing | 
accidents.
He persuaded his colleagues |

I
 in the government to intro- [ 
duce a law allowing police tol 
suspend a driver's licence on J 
suspicion of impairment.
The driver will be able to|

I
 get the licence back by taking I 
a breathalyzer or blood test, I 
or by waiting for a set period, | 

possibly 24 hours.
Gaglardi has long battled | 

I Attorney

I
ner on ft is contention thatfl 
alcohol is the major cause off 
traffic accidents.

Bonner has maintained that 1-

I
 alcohol is just one of many §| 
causes and recently branded 
Gaglardi’s theory a simple- 
minded suggestion.
Gaglardi won out on the jj

I
 new law, but this is only the | 

first round, he said.
The second, which he in-1

I
 tends to fight now, is for I 
compulsory breath or blood | 
tests.
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OPPOSITION LEADERS CRITICAL

Speech Called Smug, Tired
By IAN MacALPIXE Strachan al», said that a Perrault welcomed the aril
Sun Victoria Bureau promise for new labor legisla- nouncement of the women's | VICTORIA — Premier W. l'on coulrt hp Interpreted as a bureau. too. and also applaud (

A. C. Bennett's throne speech ,hreat lo 'abor peace in the ed the proposals for new ®
; ! launching the second year of I,rov'ncr legislation to combat drinking H

his Dynamic Society left the "We know from the record drivers and faulty vehicles, 
two opposition party leaders ,hat any amendments this But he said the speechHH generally unimpressed Thurs- neglected to protide neededjj

,« Liberal leader Ray Perrault s"ua,ion worse" he said- ,m . muniopal provin. «
called it a document of smug WOMEN’S BUREAU lî?1.Sh^'mg,VSOC1t! w*U"e El

> self-satisfaction, vague in pur strachan was pleased with ill. 3 * ‘°T h<? chronicall>'
; ’“"This is a very tired policy lhe announcement that a He also said the speech If

statement on the part of a women s bureau is to be set up ignores the local taxpayer,j weary government,” he de- in the labor department. This “At a time like this, as we S
■ dared. has been advocated by the en,er a ,ough, competitive era, 8

. ] Opposition leader Robert XDp , «.Veral years nar we need more than a docu ■
■ Strachyn said the contents of *. ’ p ment of smug self satisfaction. I

1 the speech fail to^meet the ,lcularly by Mrs. Lois Haggen something better than a pro-needs of today and ignore the <NDP Grand Forks - Green pan. vague in purpose and HB
Ù|§ urgency of tomm wood»- destitute of direction.''’ he said. I

“The speech from the throne 
fiB contains some hints of im ■
('35 provtments, some threats.r prove men i a, ov.... ---------

J some promises, the usual 
, royal commission, and a great 3 

many words about nothing at a 
all,” said Strachan.
NOT NEEDED 

The New Democratic leader 
said the royal commission on 
auto insurance, announced in 

I ‘ the throne speech, is unneces- 
§| sanf.
^ “It is the last refuge of a 

§ government that doesn’t want 
y to act,” he said. “We don’t

I" require a royal commission.
The people of B.C. have been 

■ their own royal commission 
I on auto insurance for years.

* 'They want action."
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fames
N E S BI

* VICTORIA—William Speare (Social Credit) of 
Cariboo sounded his shrill trumpet, and the message 
was this:

and tiresome,'m
Knowles (NDPt wa? 
the opinion that retired civil g:the way oppositionists in the 

legislature always say the
Speech from the Throne is J|neglected. ..............
terrible and tiresome; year 
after year all they can say 
is that ,the throne speech is 
terrible and tiresome.

“It’s printed well,” said ;
Opposition Leader Robert f 
Strachan, unruffled and sar
castic. and resting con-e 
tentedly after all the heady -1 
festivities of the day before.

All oppositionists can do, .
said Mr. Speare, sadly, is to V Ilueu me me ■■■
try-to negate and disparige 6^> iones w^° built soli"1’.' ..V',
the speech — to which those »fhat your political empire of

f' at \ wUKlA today coasts along on firm 
' _ .‘I foundations.

I
 servants should not be 
neglected.

I think, with all the

I
 largesse our premier is , 
handing around these days, 
he could find another $10 ; 

month for those who served"] 
well when salaries and 1 

p pensions were not as high ' 
now under the star of ! 
| Social Credit.

How about it, Mr. Pre- *

I
mier? Remember, the re
tired civil servants are the 
ones who built solM’v

on his side cried "sham/ 
those across the floor.

But over there tha£ paid g 
no attention. They’ll rfWiruc [ 
to negate and diNmaragel 
practically everything^lhis^J! 
government does, whenever; ^ 
it suits their political pur- ■ 
poses^B to do.

Mr. Speare consoled him- p 
self and his side by saying:

I Oh, well, what do you, . 
expect? Opposition criticisiti■ 
of the Throne Speech, and y 
all the marvels of Social ” 
Credit is to be expected.

He considers the source B 
and such criticism carry less;..; 
weight each year, and so it i 
matters not what those spoil-1 
sport, sour-grapes opposi
tionists say. They’re onlyg 
howling in frustration.

It was the same old tunejp 
and we’ll hear it played : ; 
many times over as the! 
session progresses — if you| 
can call it progress.

There’s lots more money | 
for lots more people this ^ 
year. The Speech from they 
Throne fell all over itself ini 
praise of the civil servants, | 
and said they’ll be getting § 
pay boosts.

I’d say those in the top jj 
brackets don’t specially need | 
it, though everyone likes g 
more.

With Mr. Bennett in I 
charge of the purse strings, g 
however, the top brackets I 
will be the ones who get the g 
mostest.

I have a letter from I 
Penticton, from a retired | 
civil servant who signs his I 
name, but asks that it | 
should not be used.

He says: “Those who I 
retired around 1949, when! 
the present cost of living I 
was established at 100, are] 
now feeling the pinch, when j 
the cost of living is at 140.

“All those on salaries now 1 
have had raises commen- [ 
surate with the present cost, I 
whereas the superannuants j 
have not had any benefits." I

In the House of Commons | 
this t- week.

One cannot but wonder

I
 what more Vancouver 
MLA’s, as recommended in 
the Angus report, are going 
to do with themselves.

There are nine now. As ^ 
far as I know they never get {jgf 
together to discuss the needs s! 
of Vancouver. I don’t sup- jgka;. 
pose that if the mayor of ® * 
Vancouver wanted them all 
around him for a general 
discussion they’d all show 
up, politics dividing them.

In this group of nine are 
six Social Creditors, one 

i Liberal, and two NDPers.
Such a bagful of political 

division would neyer come 
up with anything but an 
acrimonious wrangle.

However, perhaps I’m 
wrong — but we'll nevci ! 
know until they all get 
together, which they will 
never do.

So it is the mayor of 
Vancouver and his aldermen j 
who are always trotting j 

lover here to see cabinet Jj 
nisters, when it should be 

the Vancouver MLAs who Vj 
are the clearing house, the * -dt'* .".v" 
link between the City of 
Vancouver and the provin
cial government.

It’s the same in Ottawa, 
with B.C.’s 22 MPs. They 
never get together for the 
good of the province as a 
whole. Politics keeps them 
hardly on speaking terms.

When Premier Bennett

I
 goes to Ottawa he pays no 
attention to them.
These 22 should act as a

I
 liaison between the B.C. and 
Ottawa governments — but,

|Vote Bill Promise!
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W.
A. C. Bennett promised Friday 
his government will present a ! 
redistribution bill at the cur- 1 
rent session of the legislature. 5“®*®

But Bennett, in an inter-1 
view, refused to say if the bill 
will follow recommendationsSSKHM 
of the Angus royal commis- 
sion* which proposed sweeping vfl 

Ci changes including eight more ^
• J MLAs for the Lower Main- 
; land.

j “I haven't had a chance to 
V '• read it yet; it hasn't come 
r|.j before the cabinet,” Bennett

Bennett said he had glanced 
at newspaper stories afcout the 
Angus report, but he didn’t 
read any of the detail.

; He said he had no comment 
[|| on what he did read in the 

j papers.
| However, he said: “We will 

; | have a redistribution bill at 
’ J this session.

E “I'm not saying there will 
H be any changes; I'm not 
fl suggesting any changes,” the 
H premier said.

|! However, he said the cabinet 
|j does not have to accept all or 

*5$ any of Angus’ recommenda- 
gH tions.

ML A SAYS

Quesnel
Needs
Bridge
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Lack of a 
new bridge at Quesnel is 
stifling development of the 
surrounding Cariboo, a Socred 
MLA said Friday.

Bill Speare ( SC-Cariboo ) 
said the bridge was needed six , 
years ago and urged theft* 
government to announce an 
immediate start on construe-

V
mm. •••

At present, the only route 
across the Fraser River at 
Quesnel is a single-lane bridge 
which holds up traffic, Speare 

| told the legislature.
The tie-ups have delayed 

fire trucks trying to reach 
fires across the river, he 
said.

"The life of the district 
surrounding the bridge is 
restricted by it,” said Speare.

Speare also asked the gov
ernment to construct a new 
provincial building, which he 
said is sorely-needed, at Wil
liams Lake.

He called for more develop
ment of dirt-surfaced arterial 
roads in the Interior gener
ally. suggesting matching 
government grants to indus
tries which are prepared to 
improve them.

Speare also said a special 
committee should be set up to 
study problems of access and 
maintenance on logging roads 
where settlements are spring- 

in theJuterior
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On Beds
He said the operators are 

trying to get $10,000 per bed.j 
when the original cost had | 
been only $4,500 to $5,000 a 
bed.

“I would urge caution in 
considering any such purl 

I chase," Speare said.
Later, Speare told The Sun 

several such offers have been 
I made, but he would not

By FRANK RI TTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - Private hos
pital owners are trying to sell
out at double the cost of their 

j’ beds to non-profit groups 
Kawhich can qualify for govern- 
!• ment aid, a Socred MLA 

charged Friday.
, Bill Speare, MLA for Cari- 

^ boo, and a hospital expert in 
I • .private life, warned the gov-; 

^■emment to be cautious about’rrnment to be cautious about ^ ^ hase, have :
approving aid for any such ^ approved slnce govern- ; 
dealSl jment’s 50 per cent grants

Speafe was the first MLA to became available Dec. 1. 
speak at the session of the Speare told the legislature 

'legislature which was for- government had taken a step 
mally opened Thursday. ,n the right direction by

1 He called on the government | offering some chronic care

I
 to exert more leadership in | coverage, 
the field of chronic care. But, he said, there are not .

Last December the govern- enough beds available for 
ment launched a program people who qualify for $l-a- 

•'including Sl-a-day hospital in-- day insurance, 
tsurance coverage for long- The government has ap- 

É term patients in approved non ! proved use of about 500 such 
8 profit chronic hospitals. “ 1 *It also promised to pay half j "It is an unsatisfactory : 

!the cost of the purchase of| situation that people entitled 
j private hospital, beds by non- j to this form of coverage are 
profit groups or existing pub-1 not being admitted to non- 
iJic hospitals. I profit beds due to the scar-

Speare, who is a hospital city," Speare said, 
j consultant and former hospi- “It is the duty of the
tal administrator, told MLAs government to exert leader- 

!he knew some offers to sell ship and direction to overcome 
•;have been made by private the inequities which do exist,” 
I hospitals. ........... ..... _ _ headded. , .

For Docks U
Delta Socred Urges Study 
Of Fraser Mud Flats Area

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A Social Credit backbencher Friday

proposed a major land reclamation project in Richmond 
I to expand port facilities on the Lower Mainland.
j Hunter Vogel i SC-Delta ) j----------------------------------------------
told the legislature the provin- ' ernment should undertake this| 
rial government should launch study because I think thej 

| a study of the scheme to j provincial government should j 
develop shipping facilities in take the initiative in finally 
the area known as Sandheads ! establishing a new operating 
and Sturgeon Banks. authority and the policies

Vogel, seconding the reply under which the authorities

[needed at the coast to handle g The MLA also suggested 
increasing volumes of exports setting up driver clinics in 
to Pacific countries. communities, possibly spon-

j He said additional port sored by private organizations 
I accommodation at Boundary or service clubs. 
jBay has been proposed. Instead of sending poor

Vogel said, however, that [drivers to jail they should be

age drivers to keep their j 
vehicles out of the congested !

...

gam



Iras

NDP Seeks
PGE Probe

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A New 

Democratic Party MLA will 
ask Tuesday for a full inves
tigation of the crown-owned 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
by a legislative committee.

Gordon Dowding (NDP 
Burnaby ) gave notice today 
that he will make the motion x 
during the Tuesday sitting of 
the assembly.

Lawyer Dowding said the L 
standing committee on mining | 
and railways should investi- H 
gate and report to the as
sembly on working conditions,- 
safety procedures, disciplinary 
measures, personnel relations, 
financial policy and laborg 
relations of the PGE.

He said the committee | 
should be given power to call# 
witnesses and order produc-^ 
tion of books and papers.

A special committee com-1 
posed of Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner, Works Minis
ter W. N. Chant, Socred MLA 
Herb Bruch, NDP Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan and 
Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
has been set up to appoint 

? MLAs to eight legislative 
5 committees, including the the 

committee on mining and 
railways.

MONDAY, JAN. 31, 1966;


