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Out of Bounds

Magazine

Out of Bounds is a quarterly publication of the thoughts, feelings,
and distinct perspectives of prisoners, visitors, and inspired readers. It
is produced and distributed by the prisoners at William Head Institution
for the prisoners, their families, friends, and the general reading public.
We believe that for too long popular media has gone without challenge
in its portrayal of crime and prisons and the lives of the prisoners who feel
caught up in the vicious cycle. Therefore, it 1s the aim of the Out of
Bounds to provide you, the reader, witha view heretofore unscen by most
of the general public; if for no other reason than to provide vou with in-
formation on which to make more informed choices and decisions with
respect to what the government should do about crime and punishment,
we offer vou the Out of Bounds.

The views expressed in the articles appearing in the Out of Bounds
are those of the authors. Editorial decisions on matters of content are
made by the magazine's editors and in no way should be deemed to mean
the Correctional Service of Canada or any affiliated branch of the Crimi-
nal Justice Systemare in support. Further, publication of advertisements
shall be deemed to mean the Out of Bounds neither opposes nor endorses
the advertised products. '

All articles appearing in the Out of Bounds may be re-printed or
copied clectronically without permission where credit to the author and
magazine is given.

Out of Bounds welcomes all letters and submissions. If you like what
we are doing and would like to become a part of it, please feel free to write,
Qut of Bounds, William Head Institution, P.O. Box 4000, Station “A’,
Victoria, B.C. V8X 5Y8.

Subscriptions to the Out of Bounds arec $10.00 per vear. You can
send your cheque or money order to the above office and address.
Enquiries about advertising rates should be directed to the Editors.

While we cannot guarantee the publication of all letters or submis-
sions, we can and will guarantee equal and fair consideration.
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Patrick W. Rafferty

Contributors:

Gerry McGraw
Jackie Maxfield
Patrick Rafferty
Paul Descary
Steve Foote
Rick Gagnon
William Burnett
Trevor Quilty
Mark Barton

“1 need nor rRemind you THAT MERE EXPRESSION is TO AN
arist the supreme and only mode of life. Ir is by
utrerance We live. OF the many, many things for which
I have 1o thank the Governor there is none for which
1 am more grateful Than for his permission o write Fully
aNd AT As Great A lengrh as | desire.” ;

Oscar Wilde, 1897
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AD ON STAGE

? / /

6
qufg Tom Griffin’s

"The Boys Next Door"

Directed by Bob MacDonald-Calestagne

Shows every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evening at William Head Institution.
Gates open from 6pm until 7pm. No admittance after 7pm.
Opens October 14th to November 6th.
Tickets available at the gate or:
Tony’s Trick & Joke Shop Triumph Trophies

532 Broughton St. 310 Goldstream
385-6807 478-0821

Mayfair Mall WHOS Ticket Booth on Oct. 30 & 31

Get your tickets early. It’s sure to be a crowd pleaser.
For reservations and information phone 363-4642 (local 503).
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GCven Hf\ough this is only the second issue of’rhe Out of Bounds since its

return, we're quite pleased with our progress. This issue oﬁers a wide
vavriety of. excellent articles, short stories, and poetry.

We, the editors at the Out of Bounds, enjoy the opportunity to participate
in the publication of a literary magazine. We like to write, so we like ourjob.
We take our work seriously, a fac’r hopefu”y evident in the final produc’r.

In order to prospev, the Out of Bounds needs a constant ﬂow of
submissions. To help master the art of writing, one ough’r to get his/hev
material “‘out’”’ where it can be read. Thatis the primar‘y fumc.’tion ofilf\e Out
of Bounds: to give everyone (prisoners, their families, their friends, and all
interested pariics) a chance to publisk and ﬂ'\ereby improve their work. At
the same time, we expect the Out of Bounds, as is the intent of most
magazines, to become a social fbrcc in its own riglrﬁ.

In the fu’mre, we hope to sponsor weriters’ worksl'\ops. Jn the meantime,
we encourage, and will try to hc|p, our readers to write. Anyfhing. poefry,
fic.fior\, non—fic%ion, or even just a letter to the editor. We need your

assistance to make this magazine a success.

N\ e weneling twough another dimension

 Nwension wot only of sight and soumd/

W\ ok wine; a journey info a womdrous

\und whose houndaries are thaf

o\ e imagination. Nexf? sfop,
Out of Bounds.
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The Fishing’s Fine...
The Golf is Grear...

The Duplexes are Delighriul...

So Where's the Beef?

@ n prison, it almost scems that

the better vou have it the more
vou complain. William Head is a
pretty nice joint. Eighty-five acres
of prime real estate, most of it re-
maining as nature intended. We
can fish. We can golf. We can
almost live as though we were ““on
theoutside™". Yet, wecomplain. A
lot.

Some experts maintain that
chronic complaining is one identi-
fiable aspect of the *“criminal per-
sonality”’. To reiterate the latest
buzz word, maybe it is one of the
“criminogenic factors™ we need
to address. When you get right
downtoit, there are really only two
reasons why people complain. The
first is when an injustice in fact has
occurred. The second is when one
mistakenly thinks an injustice has
occurred. When you combine the
number of times injustices in fact
occur with the number of times we
think injustices have occurred, vou
end up with a lot of complaining, -

Now, in a situation like this
problems arise. Because therc are
so many complaints prison admin-
istrations, in my opinion, tend to
characterize all of them as frivo-
lous and vexatious. They often
ignore the verbal complaints and

deny the official written complaints.
That would be okay if the Correc-
tional Service was flawless. But
it’s not. No system is perfect. And
any agency, in this case the Correc-
tional Service, will only go forward
and improve its effectiveness if it
listens to complaints, cach and every
one of them, and typifies the valid
ones as constructive criticism.

After all, the Correctional Service
of Canada, as the name mmplies, is
in place to provide a service. Ideally,
that service involves rehabilitation.
The CSC’s mandate is meant to
provide us, the prison population,
with the opportunity to become
rehabilitated. Contrary to popular
belief, a prisoner can not be re-
habilitated. But, he can become
rchabilitated. Rehabilitation, with
respect to the provider (CSC), should
consist of a presentation of new
ideas, concepts, programmes, and
disciplines. In order to become ef-
fectively rehabilitated the recipient
(prisoner) ought to accept and in-
ternalize the aspects of the presen-
tation that relate to the particular
problems that lead to his involve-
ment in crime.

A prisoner’s genuine involve-
ment in the rehabilitative process,
whether it be in the development

and presentation of programmes
and activities, or the provision of
input, often criticism, necessary to
improve the programmes and ac-
tivities, will precipitate acceptance
and facilitate rehabilitation. If a
prisoner thinks that everything is
being done to him rather than for
him, if he is not allowed to criticize
and therefore customize the design
of his own rehabilitation, the re-
sentment he feels will impede that
rehabilitation.

We are stuck at an impasse.
The administration gets stubborn
because as far as they are concer-
ned we complain too much. The
prison population gets frustrated
because as far as they are concer-
ned nobody listens to them. The
public gets pissed-off because as
far as they are concerned a lot of
time and money is being wasted.
And all this due to the lack of
proper communication. If a valid
concern is appropriately transmit-
ted to the right person and that per-
son receives the message without
prejudice or bias, then, and only
then, has effective communication
occurred and a positive outcome
made possible.

Editorial

Tle EAAors

OUT OF BOUNDS
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Congratulations on your first
issue. Although the closure of the
university is an important topic it
would have been nice to see more
variety in vour choice of articles. |
particularly like to rcad fictional
short stories relating to prison. |
look forward to your next issue,
and [ hope it contains a better
assortment of articles.

A discriminating reader

(Editor’s Note: Thanks for the
letter. Your criticism is well
taken. Thisissue should be more
to your liking.)

Share your
views with other
Out of Bounds

readers. Your
name is required
by us but can be

withheld if you

wish. Length
should be kept fo
aproximately 150

words.

Prison Program is not a Priority

(Editor's Note: The following
article was taken from the News
Gazette.)

Recently inmates at William
Head Institution expressed their
“‘outrage’” at the cancellation of
the SFU program. They want to
rally public support and have the
program reinstated.

Corrections Canada has been
forced to cut their budget for the
1993/94 and decided to cancel the
university program because of its
low priority. Extensive educa-
tional programs are still available
at William Head - substance abuse
courses, trades (carpentry, clectri-
cal, etc.), crafls, correspondence
courses and elementary education.
The institution also has an exten-
sive library for use by inmates.

FALL/SEPTEMBER '93

We all know Willlam Head
inmates are very well-treated,
probably the best in Canada. The
inmates should not consider univ-
ersity education a “‘right”™” but rather
a privilcge that can be discontin-
ued in tough economic times.

Hugh Bryce
Colwood councillor

I’m writing in response to the
letter written by Colwood council-
lor, Hugh Brvce, regarding the
cancellation of the Simon Fraser
University program here at Wil-
liam Head Institution.

The Correction Service of
Canada cut the SFU University
Program in the Pacific Region at
the end of June. Approximately

Letters to the €ditor

155 students were affected, includ-
ing 45 students here at William
Head Institution. To quote John
Rama, Assistant Commissioner,
““Without detracting in any way
from the University Program, |
belicve that we can obtain better
value for money by funding pro-
grams that are designed to change
behaviour that is criminogenic in
nature such as violent behaviour
that places socicty at risk after an
offender is released. The Pacific
Region had little alternative but to
redirect resources to funding high
priority arcas." Violent offender
programs arc necessary and of value
but to suggest that this arca is more
important than education cannot
be justified. The statistics clearly
indicate the value of education re-
lative to recidivism. And, in the
words of the Correctional Service
itself, “*In a post-release study (of
former inmate-university
students)...the risk of recidivism
for persons who participated in
that program was only one-quarter
the risk for those who participated
in other programs. A recent CSC
study has shown that persons who
spent at least two semesters in the
SFU ‘Humanities Program’ had
only sixteen percent chance of
coming back to prison as opposed
to a sixty four percent return rate
for the rest of the population. Surely,
reduced recidivism should be the
the primary goal of CSC.

The University Program has
been in place in William Head for
twenty years. The program has
changed many people’s lives for
the better. Many inmates have ob-



tamed degrees and have gone out
into the public to lead exemplary
lives. Corrections Services Ca-
nada will save about $150.000 a
vearto cut this program at William
Head. It costs more than $60,000
aycartokeep aperson in prison. It
is very short sighted to cut a
program that hclps rehabilitate
prisoners and turn them into pro-
ductive law abiding citizens. It
would certainly be more cost ef-
fective, in the long term, to main-
tain this University Program when
it has proven it’s value over and
over again with the success stories
of prisoners who have either gradu-
ated with degrees here or have
gone on to university on the out-
side to obtain degrees and have
never come back to prison.

Education encourages people
to think critically and look at both
sides of the issuc before acting.
Education goes hand in hand with
CSC programs such as cognitive
skills, substance abuse, violent
offender programs and sex offender
programs. The bottom line is that
this University Program saves the
tax payers money and reduces crime.

The big question in our minds
is why the CSC would cut a pro-
gram that definitely saves the tax
payers money and makes society
safer.

Mark Barton

President Student Council

Dead line Vol um 1

Out of Bounds is
now accepting
submissions for the
December / Winter
issue.

Anyone who has
material they
would like to have
considered for publication please see Steve
Foote A4 or Patrick Rafferty in C8.
Anonymous material can be slipped under
the office door.

Material for consideration must be
submitted, via the above, by Wednesday,
November 10, °93.

Remember, guys, Out of Bounds is your
vehicle of expression. It’s limited only by
your lack of submissions.

~ "Nowadays ir is
‘Not 50 much Thar |
find criME REpUGNANT
As That | Am MmoRe
inTerested iN other
Things."

Ex-con/Author

— — — — — — —— O— —  — — —  — ottt o i, et iyt s
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The Right to Vote: -

A Prisoner's Perspective

a recent decision, the Su-

(f
preme Court of Canada has

8

once again taken away a prisoner’s
right to vote. In Canada, the right
to vote, or franchise as it 1s known
in official circles, has not always

, been nor 1s it now truly universal.

All Canadian citizens 18 years of

-age and older are eligible to vote,

except those barred by the provi-
sions of the Canada Elections Act.
Section 51(e) of that act disquali-
fies as a voter ““every person un-
dergoing punishment as an inmate
in any penal institution for the
commission of any offence.”™ This
provision was declared invalid by

a Federal Court on the grounds

that 1t is contrary to the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. The Crown
won leave to appeal that decision
*> the Supreme Court of Canada
and the Supreme Court struck it
down. By providing a briefhistory
of voting rights in Canada while at
the same time clucidating some
personal thoughts and feelings con-
cerning that right, this article may
give a much needed voice to the
large number of people affected.
The first elective assembly n
what is now Canada met on 2 Oct.
1758, in Halifax. Our parliamen-
tary system, initially borrowed from
the British, has evolved noticeably
since that first meeting. One im-
portant change concerns the ex-
pansion of the categories of eli-
gible voters. During the colonial

FALL/SEPTEMBER '93

period, the right to vote was lim-
ited to male property holders. As
the various provinces and their re-
spective representative legislatures
were brought into being through a
serics of acts or statutes:

Quebee Act 1774
Constitutional Act 1791
Act of Union 1840

BNA Act 1867

Manitoba Act 1870

NW Terntories Act 1886,

the need for a uniform system for
the whole country was apparent.
During the 1870s, the first na-
tional election provisions were
enacted.

The Canadian federal election
system is governed by the Canada
Elections Act. This act is amended
from time to time. Without doubt,
the most controverstal amendment
was the franchise legislation adopted
by parliament during WWI. The
Wartime Elections Act and the
Militarv Voters Act of 1917 en-
franchised female relatives of men
serving with the Canadian or Bri-
tish armed forces as well as all
servicemen (including minors and
Indians); at the same time, it took
away the right to vote (disfran-
chised) conscientious objectors and
British subjects naturalized after
1902 who were born in an enemy
country or who habitually spoke
an enemy language.  Although

women were eventually granted the
right to vote in federal elections in
1918, it took until 1940 for them to
gain that right in all provincial elec-
tions, Quebec being the last province
to grant it. In 1948, the franchise
was extended to Japanese Canadi-
ans. Prior to this date, a statutory
disfranchisement of Asians was in
place. Finally, the federal franchise
was extended to the Inuit in 1950
and to status Indians in 1960. In
1970, the minimum age for voters
was lowered from 21, where it had
been since 1920, to 18, where it
remains to this day.

The right to vote is the corner-
stone of anv and all democratic
structures. In a civilized society, it
1s a fundamental human right. To
have that right taken away is tanta-
mount to being stripped of your
citizenship. to being made a non-
person, to being declared a total
outcast, unfit to participate in the
governing of vour own country.
More importantly, with respect to
the topic under discussion: a pri-
soner’s right to vote, it goes against
conventional wisdom and even
common sense to deny someone,
anyone, that right. Modern theories
on rchabilitation and the re-integra-
tion of offenders to society stress
the need for the establishment and/
or maintenance of positive links to
the “‘outside world™” while incar-
cerated. Denied the right to vote, a
prisoner is politically eclipsed from
the rest of society.

Retaining the right to partici-
pate in government, the premier
activity of this country, could foster
pro-social feelings and attitudes in
the hearts and minds of many of Ca-
nada’s incarccrated citizens. In-
stead of taking away something to
punish, it may be more effective to
incorporate it as a rchabilitative
instrument. With the right to vote
intact, prisoners might come to the
extremely important realization that



they have a stake in their own as
well as in their country’s future. A
strong sensc of self-determination
combined with its concomitant in-
creasc in sclf-estcem (two ingredi-
ents essential for rehabilitation to
occur) brought about by partici-
pating in important socictal activi-
tics such as voting, may go a long
way to increasc a prisoner’s chances
of successfully re-intcgrating with
socicty as a law-abiding citizen.

Therc appears to be few valid
reasons for the disfranchisement
of prisoners. An uninformed pub-
lic might proclaim: they ‘re not smart
enough to vote; they ‘re not politi-
cally awarc enough to vote; they're
not responsible cnough to votc.
The first two above mentioned
rcasons arc so absurd they do not
descrve further discussion. The
third, ““not responsible cnough™,
warrants special attention.

In this day and agc, in Canada
anyway, a person is presumably
sentenced to prison as punishment
not for punishment. If you break
thc law you are subscquently
decmed irresponsible. That's a
given. But, surcly society cannot
hope to cncourage offenders to
become more responsible in the
future by taking away their re-
sponsibilitics in the present. That
in a nutshell is why prisons don’t
work. By the mere act of removing
all important responsibilitics, pri-
sons cncourage the incarcerated to
become more irresponsible.

Some politicians advocated es-
tablishing a cut-off point whereby
the length of sentence would deter-
minge if a prisoner should retain the
right to vote. Onc such suggestion
proposed that anyonc convicted of
anoffence that brings a sentence of
ten-or-more ycears has in effect bro-
ken the ‘“‘social contract”™ and
should therefore forfeit the fran-
chisc while serving sentence. There
is a very serious glaring flaw to

this “*measurement of irresponsi-
bility’* concept. Forinstance, how
can a person who has spent a life-
time breaking into people’s homes,
for which a succession of short
prison sentences result, be consid-
ered more responsible than a per-
son who, after spending most of
his life as a model citizen, for
whatever reason, commits a seri-
ous offence on one occasion and is
scntenced to ten years in jail?
Establishing criteria to be met in
order to retain the right to vote
while incarcerated may ultimately
result inthat sort of discriminatory
practicc being allowed to creep
back into socicty in gencral. Even-
tually taking us back to the days
when the franchisc was limited to
male property holders.

The only arguable reason to
disfranchise prisoners appcars to
cmanate from fear. Fear that in
constituencics where onc or more
large prisons are located the pri-
soners may in fact become a pow-
erful special intercst group, with
the ability to sway clections. To
prevent that from happening, as
was done for the October referen-
dum (in which prisoners were al-
lowed to votc), each prisoner’s vote
is tallied in the riding where they
resided prior to their arrest. This
procedure should effectively re-
move the probability of fraudulent
clection activities such as gerry-
mandering, malapportionment, and
“*padding’’ the voters list, occur-

ring. Unfortunately, the threat of
“‘treating’’, or bribery as it is more
commonly known, remains. Inthe
1940s, women were given nylons
as incentive to vote for particular
candidates. But, fortunately, I don’t
think that would be a possible threat
inour case. Somehow, I justcan’t
seem to picture Canada’s male
prison population walking around
with brand-new nylons on.

Prior to and during the 1992
October referendum, I was work-
ing in a prison library. A library’s
mandate is to collect, store, and
provide access to, information. We
tried to make available, from as
many different sources as possible,
as much information on the Char-
lottetown Accord as was avail-
able. That way the inmates who
did vote could make an informed
choice. I have always been politi-
cally awarc. On occasion, | am
politically active. While incarcer-
ated, and subscquently disfran-
chised, I become politically stag-
nant. Regaining the right to vote in
the referendum rekindled my inter-
est in my country’s and my own
future. Taking away my right to
vote will stymic that interest. It
appears Canada’s incarcerated ci-
tizenry have once again been bar-
red from the political arena. The
very place where most of the major
decisions that affect their futures
are made.

Patrick Rafferty
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When did you say your telease date was?

You might want fo think about that again.

According to ex-prison psy-

.{:hologist. Robert Hare, author of

the “"Hare' ‘test. a psyvchological
device that may be coming to a
prison near vou, vou could be one
of many Psychopaths running

..around in the prison vou're in.

. In fact, says Hare, psvchopaths

make up about 20 percent of con-

victed criminals. All elsc being

‘cqual, that translates into about 40
‘in William Head alone.

Hare, who worked at the Bri-
tish Columbia Penitentiary, says

~ he had the scare of his lifc from a

~wife and baby daughter.

10

psvchopath who was doing time
there

After having his car recondi-
tioned at the prison’s auto shop
where prisoners werc employed.
he noticed his car acting up while
driving down the highway with his
“The
motor was running a bit rough.
"The radiator boiled over. And the
brakes failed,” he says.

It was later discovered by a
community mechanic that ball bear-
ings had been placed in the carbu-
reator float chamber. the radiator

hose tampered with, and a small.

hole put in the brake line which
caused a slow leak.

“We're lucky we weren’t
killed,”” sayvs Hare of the experi-
ence. “‘I'll never forget the guy's
cyes. =

Whether it was the eves or not.
Hare has spent the past two dec-
ades at e University of British
Columbia studying the criminal
mind and now belicves he can pin-
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point a psychopath and predict
who will and will not re-commit a
violent crime.

It’s a test that assesses 20 key
personality and behavioural traits
and an inmatc's criminal and per-
sonal history.

It involves an interview and a
review of the inmate's past. The 20
traits and behaviours assessed in-
clude superficial charm. glibness,
pathological lving, impulsivity, ju-
venile delinquency and promiscuity.

““When the results are tallied
up,” " savs Hare, ““the psychopaths
arc casy to spot: their scores are
four to five times higher then non-
criminals and about 50 percent
higher then the average inmate.™

““What the test does is describe
asyndrome, " says Hare. “*Aclus-
tering of personality traits that have
direct implications for the justice
svstem. High scores should set the
alarm bells ringing. ™

The test. which has been widely
used for research in Canada’s B.C.
and Ontario prisons, the U.S. and
Europe, has gained a lot of atten-
tion from the American Psychia-
tric Association and is now being
uscd at the Atascadaro State Hos-
pital in California where the ad-
munistrators use it to weed out fake
patients.

And it may soon be used by the
Correctional Service of Canada on

a regular basis in their attempt to

know and understand prison popu-
lation profiles.

In a studv of 169 dangerous
offenders in Ontario, 77 percent of

the identified psychopaths com-
mitted violent offences - including
murder and rape - after release.

In a similar study of 231 B.C.
prisoners who were relcased early,
they found the psvchopaths were
twicc as likely to violate parole as
non-psyvchopaths. The psychopaths
wercalso three times more likely to
commit violent crime than the non-
psvchopath group.

If what I know of the federal
system is accurate, having been in
it now for twelve years, it's proba-
bly saft to assume the gating bill,
C-67. will get a lot more use.

More and more prisoners will
be detained past their Statutory
Release date, and for no other reason
than mere supposition based on
test results that do not reflect the
prisoners emotional state at the
time of testing.

Regardless of the test's short-
comings. “‘It’sa very useful tool,
says Frank Proporino, of rescarch
and statistics at Correctional Service
of Canada who would like to see
the test used by all psychologists
working with offenders.

**I think we could do a much
better job if we took this instru-
ment more seriously.” says Mamie
Rice, a psvchologist who has
worked extensively with the test in
Ontario. ““We could be more scien-
tific and make fewer mistakes.™

So it shouldn’t be surprising to
hear that the test is gradually being
introduced into the Canadian cor-

continued on page 12



A PORTRAIT

Glib and Superficial: Psychopaths are often
slick, smooth characters who profess knowledge of
just about everything. They are entertaining, clever
conversationalists who tell unlikely but convincing
stories. People who will profess to hold university de-
grees when they have not even finished high school.

Egocentric and Grandiose: Psychopaths
usually see themsclves as superior beings who deserve
to live by their own rules. They love power and control
and scem unable to believe that other people’s opinions
may be valid. Nor are they embarrassed by legal, fi-
nancial or personal problems, seeing them as tem-
porary set-backs caused by outside influences.

Lack of Remorse or Guilt: No matter how
devastating their actions, psychopaths have virtually
no guilt or shame. They also have remarkable ability
to rationalize their behaviour and shrug off responsi-
bility. Psychopathic killers like to claim their victims
die painlessly.

Lack of Empathy: Psychopaths couldn’t care
less about the devastating effects of their actions which
can include bleeding others of possessions and sav-
ings, neglecting their families and continuously engag-
ing in trivial sexual relationships. Hare recalls one
subject who was more concerned when her car was im-
pounded for traffic violations than when social services
apprehended her five-year old daughter.

Deceitful and Manipulative: Lying, deceit
and manipulation are natural talents for psychopaths,
who seem unfazed by the thought of being caught.
Hare has come across psychopaths who rented the
same apartment to several different people before
skipping town with their deposits and others who im-
personated police officers.

Shallow Emotions: Psychopaths have what
Hare calls *‘cmotional poverty.”” They don’t experi-
ence the deeper emotions such as grief, pride, joy,
despair or love. Love is equated with sexual arousal,
sadness with frustration and anger with irritability.

Impulsive: Jobs are quit, relationships rans-
acked, people hurt, often for what appears little more
than a whim. They have little sustained interest in
formal education and are as likely to fake a medical
licence as to actually make it through medical school.
Hare knows of cases where fake doctors actually per-
formed surgery.

Poor Behaviour Controls: Psychopaths are
short-tempered and tend to respond to even the most
trivial frustrations, failures and criticisms with sudden
violence, threats or verbal abuse. The extreme out-
bursts are usually short-lived. Minutes later, the
psychopath will act as if nothing extraordinary has
happened.

Need for Excitement: Psychopaths liketolive
in the fast lane. They may turn to drugs in searchof a
new buzz and often move and change jobs for the sake
of something new and exciting. They’re easily bored
and not likely to be engaged in jobs or activities that are
dull, repetitive or require a lot of concentration.

Irresponsibility: Psychopaths frequently skip
work, misuse company resources and break dates and
social obligations. They typically leave their children
with unreliable sitters. One of Hare’s subjects per-
suaded her parents to put up their house for her bail and
then skipped town.

Early Behaviour Problems: A 12-year-old
psychopath has been described as the kind of kid who
wouldn’t think twice about stealing a Boy Scout uni-
form in order to hitchhike. Their typical behaviour
includes lying, cheating, stealing, setting fires, abusing
drugs and alcohol, torturing animals. He or she is also
a bully, has a history of running away and is often
sexually active.

Adult Anti-Social Behaviour: Psychopaths
often have long and varied criminal histories. They are
more likely than non-psychopaths to victimize strangers.
They also commonly engage in phoney stock promo-

tions, questionable business practises and spouse or
child abuse.

OUT OF BOUNDS
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rectional and justice systems with
the aim of determining who should
or shouldn’t be released on parole.

It would make the whole sys-
temmore cfficient belicves Marnie
Rice: “*We could let the samc
number of people out but keep
more¢ of the dangerous offenders
in.~’

According to Porporino, it won't
be a magic bullet: “*It is not going
to solve all our problems, but it
should help identify pcople at high
risk of re-committing crime and
routc them into more cffective in-
tervention programs.”

Which, according to Hare would
be a true waste of time and money.

““Social and environmental
forces help shape and mold their
personality. 1 believe there is
something fundamentally different
about psychopaths that is sct down
at the moment of conception. The
raw material required to mold
someone into a caring human being
1s absent in psychopaths... and
therapy is hke fimishing school. It
teaches them better ways of manipu-
lating people.™

David Plate. who has worked
with violent psychopaths at the
Atascadaro State Hospital in Cali-
forma, says therc is not a shred of
cvidence that psychological ther-
apy or intervention can change a
psvchopaths’ cold and callous ways.

The only thing they seem to
respond to is a structured environ-
ment. | think we should identify
them carly and ship them off to a
humane ranch-like farm where we
could minimize the cost. We need
to shift more towards public pro-
tection. Towards kecping these
characters off the streets. ™

While there is disagreement
about Hare’s genetic theories, there
is agreement on the affect psycho-
paths have on the community.

According to Hare, Psychopaths
arc far more numerous than most
people realize. They are not only
inprison. In fact, he cstimates that
they make up about 1 percent of
the population of North America:
and when translated. it means as

many as three million are running

around.

And they're not necessarily se-
rial killers.

**For every psvchopath who is
asenalkiller there could be 30,000
to 40.000 who are not,”” says Hare.

They bilk widows of their for-
tunes, they set up shop as doctors,
lawyers, and businessmen. They
masquerade as TV evangclists and
extract millions from their view-
ers. They re on the stock exchanges
peddling phoney stocks and bonds.
They're 1n government and may
even be in the corrections and jus-
tice departments. They often abuse

their wives and children and cause
untold heartache among family and
friends. B

Psychopaths appear normal and
like Ted Bundy, are often hand-
some, charming and smart. But
they are also cold and callous and
can lic, cheat, rob, and kill with no
remorse.

They arc found in all cultures,
professions, and come from all
social classes, says Hare. How-
ever. a psychopath from a rnich
family is less likely to end up in
jail. ““Psychopaths from wealthy
families tend to know how to work
the system better.... And their fami-
lics are more likely to bail them
out.”

While Hare won't speculate
which prominent newsmakers fit
the profile, he says there is plenty
of evidence of there being lots of
psvchopaths running around: The
estimated $10-billion a year in
internal theft from Canadian busi-
nesses, banks, and non-profit agen-

cies; the soaring rate of petty theft; -

the growing number of young drug
dcalers and other delinquents all
point to the fact.

So the next time you are think-
ing about vour release date and
what vour plans are for that day,
keep in mind that they may be only
grandiose thinking.

Steve Foote
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Open Letter to the Commissioner

Commissioner John Edwards
CSC National Headquarters
340 Lauricr Avenuc West
Ottawa. Ontario

Dcar Sir:

The recent cut of the Simon Fraser University program has left prisoners in the Pacific Region at a scvere
disadvantagc to better themselves. Several prisoncrs have received letters from Assistant Commissioner John
Rama stating that post sccondary cducation is a low priority and the funds for prison cducation arc being re-
allocated to programs CSC considers more important. CSC savs that they will continue to offer GED (which
no university or college will recognize or accept as a prerequisite for their courses), and they state that they will
continuc to offer desk top publishing and small business courses, however, no such courses are available at
William Head and with the proposed dismantling of the computers none can be offered.

We request that CSC remove the $2,000 limit on computer hardware and software. and that there be no
monctary limit on educational computer software such as computer assisted design software. animation and
modeling programs, word processing. spreadshect programs. artistic or design presentation software, desktop
publishing software. sophisticated math programs. statistics programs, and accounting programs. We ask
permission to purchase this kind of software at any time in our sentence either from our current, savings account
or from moncy sent into our accounts from family or fricnds. If there are any restrictions on this type of software
we would ask that you review and waive them so that we can educate oursclves in light of the University Program
cut. Wce rcquest that if any softwarc program is restricted for sccurity reasons that vour office give us the cxact
rcason in writing why the specific program is prohibited to the inmatc committees.

Some pcople may only require a computer for word processing but there are many prisoncers who want to
lcarn and cducate themselves in these varied fields of interest and who are able to purchasc these programs and
better computers themsclves or with the help of famuly and friends who are willing to invest in their futurc. We
ask that we be given the opportunity to better cducate oursclves with better access to specialized educational
software and to be given the opportunity to purchase computers of our own choice.

We request that CSC removes the monctary limit on computer hardware and educational software. This will
allow thec motivated student to learn marketable skills (bevond the level of GED) and word processing, both of
which will put him/her at a greater advantage when he/she retumns to socicty.

William Head Institution 1s the model for the rest of the world with its design in living accommodation. We
ask that you make William Head, and the other institutions in Canada. the model cnvironments for learning

wherce people can truly better themselves in all aspects through post secondary educational pursuits.

Yours sincerely,

/ ;
William Head Inmate Commuitteec Chairman /}%w WW
, &
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Experiences as a John Howard Prison Visitor

I had a marvellous but-
ton given to me once. It
said, *Prisoner’s are People

Too!”” Someone stole it at

William Head.

14

I am, in the prison vernacular,
a “‘straight john™". By not break-
ing rules, not entering prison po-
litics, by keeping confidentiality
upper most in importance, trusting
my intuition, using the awareness
lcarned through many vears of
experience, | have earned some
measure of credibility. [ don’t
believe you can be a viable volun-
teer if you are not trusted by the
prisoners, if you are disliked by
prison staff or if vou are barred
from prison.

[ first entered William Head in
April 1978. [ went as a favour to
a fniend. In those days, security
insisted that all groups had to have
at least one more volunteer than
prisoners. Fifteen years later, with
some surprise, I find myself still
there.

Iama “*people”” person. Thave
been blessed with an open mind, a
quick sense of humour and the
simple, altruistic desire to help
others - a sincere interest in my
fellow man.

I often remind myself that while
I don’t always share thc men’s
values or there view of the world,
they are still worthwhile human
beings who need to know that
someone cares.

I would not like to give you the
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impression that I always go into
the prison, cheerful and bright. 1
have arrived in a rotten mood, and
sometimes left in worse. Arrived
and left depressed, sometimes in
tears. More than once I have left,
wondering what on carth [ am doing
there. What I am doing is holler-
ing, hitting, hugging - always
hugging. I am sharing me - and
being cared about in turn.

Life is not always fair or won-
derful and 1 have shared extreme
life experiences with the men.

When my best friend died, we
shared the sorrow. When my old-
est son acquired a serious drug and
alcohol problem, we shared my
fear and frustration. When my
second son’s health deteriorated,
resulting in severe disabilities, we
shared the anxiety. When my
youngest son was diagnosed with
cancer, we shared the terror, and
when he died, we shared the hor-
ror.

The men were always there for
me - unconditionally.

I have a blend of two defini-
tions of “*Blecding Hearts™™ - often
gentle people who can love the
unlovable, have compassion for
the wayward, give hope to the
hopeless - forgive the unforgiv-
able. They are the friends of the
down trodden, champions of the
defeated and finders of the lost.

Our John Howard literature
says, and I believe, that the pri-
soner as a human being is not a
breed of person different from other
community members. He still has
universal needs for friendship,

acceptance and the assurance that
someone cares about him as a
person. He may be considered to
be a criminal, but firstly he is a
human being.

[ believe that - passionately.

There arc some questions [ am
asked repeatedly:

Am 1, or have I ever been afraid?
Theansweristwice. Once [had an
unfortunate experience with a wood-
carving knife, once with a baseball
bat. Both incidents were not di-
rected at me personally, but bol-
stered by drugs and/or home brew,
frustrated and angry, the guys were
““letting off steam’".

I believe the volunteers are the
safest people in prison - but was
astute enough to teach my children
what to do if I never came home.

What did your husband say
when you asked him if you could
visit prison? [ didn’t ask him.
Surprisingly, that is asked more
often by prisoners than commu-
nity members.

Am | iooking for a man? Ora
variance - you must be looking for
aman. No - I have one.

Am I looking for a way to fill
my empty nest? Again-No. [have
raised three boys, more or less
successfully, and have neither the
inclination nor the stamina to take
onthat challenge. Fora number of
years, the men have told me I remind
them of their Moms - but recently
[ was told by one, I reminded him
of his Grannic. Traumatized me
for a week!

What has surprised me most?
The incredible wealth of talent.
Artistic, musical, intellectual.

The saddest question? After
spending the day at William Head,
my eight year old asked me if the
men had lids on the cages.

The most gratifying question?
A non-question. Not once has my
family or my friends ever asked
what a man’s offence was, The



men were just accepted, liked or
disliked on their own merits.

I believe prisons are destruc-
tive environments, and that people
do not lecarn many positive things
from incarceration - but I also
believe that human experience
shows, people frequently do learn
from example.

Our second son, now 23, wheel-
chair bound, visually mmpaired,
speech impaired and medically
fragile, has volunteered for several
years with me. The men have
watched him skydive, hang glide,
ski, kavak, struggle with cards and
board games and I believe that
some of the men have lcarned that
vou have options. When life hands
vou lemons -- make lemonade.

In 1979, I started taking men
home from William Head. My
reasoning was, and still 1s, that
every man residing at William Head,
will eventually return to the com-
munity. [ believe that through
acceptance comes growth, but --
when [ stepped into their world, |
stepped alone. When [ let them
step into my world I involved my
husband, our children and our
friends.

Our oldest son, knowing that |
do not consider it to be any of my
business and of little interest as to
how a man finds himself incarcer-
ated, once told me that I would take
Jack-the-Ripper home for dinner
and probably already had.

We have had many highs - some
lows. Touching, hurtful, hilarious
and scary moments. I'd like to
share a few with you.

Two men provided me the most
hilarious incidents in my volunteer
career.

One had stayed with us for
scveral months and one night, very
late, we were called to the hospital.
He had been stabbed, had no fa-
mily and was not expected to live.
My husband and I stayed in inten-
stvecare with himand while caring

for him, we inadvertently saw a
tattoo where I certainly would never
have imagined a tattoo could have
been. He recovered and the tattoo
was never mentioned. Years later
our paths crossed again. 1 had
forgotten about the tattoo but having
entered a somewhat spirited dis-
cussion about my dislike of tattoos
in general, that one in particular --
Ilooked up to see a look of stunned
amazement on his face. He had no
idea I even knew it existed and
certainly couldn’t imagine how |
could have seen it.

Another had talked non-stop
for months about his 1946 Harley
Davidson. Upon release, one of
his first priorities was to ride over
and show the boys. We hecard him
coming, down the road, up the
driveway. along the sidewalk, thru
the open door, down the hall into
the living room. The boys and |
had moved one block over the day
before.

We learned that several hundred
dollars worth of telephone calls
can be rung up by someone, lonely,
in the muddle of the might - we
solved that by sleeping with the
phone.

I have had the unsettling ex-
perience of knowing well, both a
convicted murderer and his victim
- truly an exercise in being non-
Judgemental.

Our house has been placed under
RCMP surveillance. and I once,
being in the wrong place at pre-
cisely the wrong time, nearly got
shot

When a parolee tried to kill
himself in our bathtub, when our
son’s chemo therapy drugs and my
car were stolen, we learned that no
onc could care cnough, or give
enough to change the reality that
drugs are the absolute master of
some men.

[ have stood as witness while a
man married his sweetheart.

I felt myself incredibly privi-

leged to be present at the birth of
on¢ of the men’s sons. Seven years
later, that little bov still brings
much jov into our lives, and in the
realm of what goes round, comes
round. | was truly blessed when
that same man staved every single
week, for months, with my termi-
nally 1ll son. That enabled me to
continue volunteering.

We have had., as a family, many
happy hours with our William Head
friends.

Watching as the men stuffed a
turkey at 4 am. in the morning,
helped prepare dinner, wrapped
presents - and watching our boys
stuff stockings for their guests,
and knowing that in nearly every
instance, the men had few, or no
memorics of a happy family Christ-
mas. Sharing days with the men’s
familics.  Sporting events, ball
games, disabled sports mecets, house
repairs, housework. house moves,
family reunions, renewing wed-
ding vows. We call it making
memories - it is simply caring and
sharing..

With permission from Gary
Jackson I would like to tell you a
story.

In 1981, I met Gary, and took
an immediate dislike to him, rare
for me, but he seemed to work at
being objectionable. Surly - witha
don’t come near, don’t touch me
attitude. Disgusting tattoos! Lots
of disgusting tattoos! My children
took an immediate liking to him.
The tattoos I couldn’t stand, the
kids thought were totally cool. It
wasn't long before the boys wanted
to bring him home. [ resisted,
telling them all my reasons - he
was a jerk etc. - etc. -

One day while shopping in a
mall, the boys spied Gary wander-
ing about, with an escort. They
were delighted, rushed over ec-
statically calling his name, hug-
ging him. Gary was embarrassed
by the attention, but pleased to sec
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them. I wasn’t all that thrilled

Eventually the boys prevailed and
we began having him home on
passes, escorted, then unescorted.
Garv married. then separated, my
bovs health deteriorated - but the
bond between them strengthened
and grew. Jason signed himself
out of the hospital 2 wecks before
he died. to spend a day with Gary.
Arlon named his dog after him -
wanted to call him Gary. but be-
cause my husband is at sca half of
every vear, we convinced him to
call him Jackson - I figured the

‘neighbours would laugh 1if at 3

16

a.m. [ was calling “"Garv'™ .

In April this vear, I asked Gary
to speak at our volunteer recogni-
tiondinner. I wanted himto tell the
volunteers what effect they had in
his life. He told them the storv
about the mall - that was the first
time in his life anvone had called
his name, just because they were
glad to sec¢ him.

He told them of his friendship
with the boys, shared some memo-
rics of Jason’s dcath.

He began to weep. My volun-
teers began to weep. | began to
weep.  Then he told them that it
was okay - it was somcthing he had
learned from our family and the
sohn Howard volunteers. [t was
okay to cry when someone you
love, and who loves you dics. In
one sentence he had validated ev-
cry minute of my volunteer years.

[ would like to leave vou with a
quote from Rosamunde Pilcher:

““Preconceived prejudices are
wrong. People are people. Some
good. some bad, some black. some
white, but whatever the color of
our skin, or the difference in creeds
and traditions, we all have someth-
ing to give each other, and we all
have something to share. even if it
1s only Iife itself. ™

Jackie Maxfield
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Ve Wilian Fed Yutrs Pogpame

The JOHN HOWARD SOCIETY
recognizes the need for the community to help allevi-
atc the prisoners” fcelings of isolation and to empha-
size feelings of positive self worth. The Society
sponsors a weckly visitation program to William
Hcad Institution. The purposes of the program are to:

1) Provide friendship and communication
exchange between prisoner and commu-
nity members within the prison.

2)  Provide an opportunity to broaden the
community’s exposure to prison life.

3)  Provide for the offender a heightened
sense of community awareness for ni-
tually beneficial social interaction.

4)  Share and expand upon the community
member’s and the offenders education,
social and recreational background
through the use of community speakers,

| films, discussion groups, workshops, or-

ganized sports, and leisure activities.

Qutside Friends

Outside Friends in the Visitors Program come
i from all walks of life. Although Outside Friends have
varied backgrounds, they all have in common the
belicf that friendship and communication in a non-
judgemental way may help to break down feelings of
alienation which are experienced by many people
within the prison. IF YOU:

1)  Feel you can care enough to spend a few
hours once a week to take and share
group activities with prisoners and other
community members;

2) are non-judgemental and honest;

3) are mature, stable, and responsible;

4) are 21 years of age or older;

then the John Howard Visitors Program may be the
Volunteer Program for you.

For more information contact:
Jackie Maxfield

The John Howard Society
2675 Bridge Strecet,
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4Y4
Tel: 386-3428
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ou alwayvs hear interesting anccdotes about pri-

soners who seck to break the monotony of doing
time by coming up with novel ideas to supplant
boredom. Quite some time ago. a coteric of cons at
Wilhiam Head federal penitentiary devised a plan to
pass the time that would eventually attain mythical
status.

The 1dca had its beginnings in an extension
course offered by the University of Victoria. UVie
was under contract by the Correctional Service of
Canada to provide post-secondary education to in-
terested members of the prison population at Wil-
liam Head. Theatre 299 was not the kind of course
vou might imagine would attract much attention
from a bunch of street-wise criminals. But it did.
And the fifteen men who signed up in January of
1981 for the first semester were so enthralled by the
whole ““theatre thing™” that they decided to create
something that would last a lot longer than their
threc-month course.

The final assignment for the course involved the
production of a short play. The prisoners. always
cager to goone step further, formed a theatre society.
They wanted somcthing permanent.  Something
lasting. Something future students of the prison edu-
cation programme could benefit from. In the self-
centred, extremely transitory world of the incarcer-
ated, the thought of doing something to benefit
everyone, both in the present and in the future, was
rarc indced. They called their socicty WHAT. Wil-
liam Head Amateur Theatre.

owed much to Phillip Wagner for its
successful inauguration. Mr. Wagner,
drama teacher for Theatre 299, di-
rected scveral of the socicty’s initial productions.
From the very beginning, he was struck by the imme-
diately apparent professionalism of the participants.
The first play they produced, Harold Pinter’s *“The
Birthday Party ™", received such overwhelming pub-
lic response that two additional performances were
added to the three scheduled ones. The productionin
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the context of its amatcur start-up status far excceded
cxpectation.

Public response” The idea had already blossomed to
the point where it now encompassed the public. The
neophyte thespians somchow got permission from the
administration of the prison to use the chapel as a make-
shift theatre and invite the public to participate as paying
customers. Although the CSC and UVic provided some
funds to get the theatre group started. WHAT from its
very inception knew that it would eventually have to
become financially sclf-supporting. Not only to ensure
continuity but also artistic freedom.

Frecedom. That’s what it was all about. They had
started something that was different from any other
prison programme. And the difference was that it wasn’t
a prison programme. It was the prisoners” production.
Their brain-child. They cstablished and wanted to
maintain complete ownership of the project. Their
project. At the same time, they were and still are grateful
to the prison administrations both past and present that
allowed them to nurture their ideas to fruition. But the
prisoncrs had and maintain the freedom to choosc what
plays they will produce, when they will open, how long
they will run. what costumes to use, how claborate the
stage set-up should be, and who will be involved. All the
planing and decisions were made by WHAT. And
WHAT decided to make a contribution back to socicty.
They wanted to make the public privy to the whole grand
scheme of things.

The scheme cntailed changing the public’s often
negative perception of people in prison. By giving
something back to socicty instead of usually taking, by
having their names printed on the entertainment page of
the daily newspaper instcad of the crime sheet, by in-
viting the public into their “*home™ to see what prison
was really like, by providing first-class entertainment to
interested audiences and thus enriching the local theatre
scenc. the participants hoped to show that they were
“like™” evervone else. except they had made mistakes in
life. And thev were paying for their mistakes. The
atmosphere they hoped the theatre might create would be
an atmosphere of mutual respect.
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The theatre project soon
spawned all sorts of hidden bene-
fits for the prisoners, and for thic
public since most prisoners cven-
tually return to public life. The
most significant aspect of the whole
project was the learning cxperi-
ence it provided. As well as leaming
about drama, the concepts the course
taught, the prisoners lcarned a lot
more. Extremely important things.

Things about life.
hings like tcam-work, co-
operation, overcoring dif-
ferences and  somctimes
dishikes mn order to work
together to accomplish a
common goal. They leamed
to persevere when facing
adversity. They leamed that
evervone involved enjoys
the opportunity for sclf-
discovery through the per-
‘orming, arts.

More importantly. the
nrisoners  were able to
mormentarily break out of
tiic black and white world
of captivity. Everything in
prison IS predetermined.
Yeu do this but vou don't
do that. You get permis-
sion or you can’t do it.
You re guilty or you re not

ailty. But in the production of a
viav nothing is clecar-cut. I jail, «
person rarely gets to express his
emotions. With a theatrical situ-
ation, they can let go and express
their feelings through the charac-
Also, the vicarious experi-
>nce of the stage becomes a reality
an atself, a gem of ““meaning” ina

s

nointless litany of days. Tnstecad of

counting the time left in their sen-
tences, the participants begin count-
ing the davs left until opening might.

There was an important lesson
to be learned by the prison admin-
istration as well. When prisoners
arc allowed to do something that
mcans something to them. when
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taey cic self-motivated rathier than
coerced, when they are granted
ownership of the programmes they
arc involved in, when they are al-
lowed to do somecthing on their
own, they will dive whole-hearted
into the project. And. to the surpr-
iscof many, they will become more
responsible.

Even on the ““outside”, organ-
izting and running a theatre troupe

can be very ditficult ai times. In
prison tie prodleins are quadrupled.
For many of the prisorcrs cum
actors this1s therr first exposure to
the stage.. More than once, the
production team has had to recruit
an understucy during tae last few
weeks o renearsals because the
leacling character, after becoming
complet.!y comicriable in his part,
makes paiole or cets thrown in the
“hols™ for disciplinary reasons.
On once oceasien, when his parole
hearing was held earlier than ex-
pected. the leading man decided to
stay several days after his official
relecse date granted by the parole
board n order to finish the run of

the current play. Problems can
alwayvs be overcome when dedica-
tion 1s that sincerc.

Getting some of the props needed
for certain productions can create
problems for cveryone mvolved.
One play, “Wait Until Dark™,
necessitated the acquisition of
special props, a switchblade knife
and two guns. For cvery imag-
inable reason. prison authoritics
aren’t keen that any of
their charges end up with
reasonable facsimiles of
the tools of a terrorist in
their possession.  Besides,
switchblades are illegal
in Canada. So, gettinga
rcal onc was out of the
question  Keeping to their
well documented reputa-
tion as innovators, the
prisoners fashioned a
passable likeness of a
switchblade knife from a
switchblade comb pro-
vided by the make-up
artist from the outside
who was donating his time
and expertise to the pro-
duction. The adminis-
tration allowed two toy
guns to be brought into
the prison for the play
with the stipulation that Security
maintain possession of the three
ersatz weapons at all times except
when they were absolutely neces-
sary onstage. And when they were
needed on stage, a guard had to be
present to ensure they didn’t mys-
teriously disappear.

During the production of
““Dracula’, onec enterprising
member of the prison population
attached flotation devices to the
coffin used as a prop and sailed
away to frcedom. He was arrested
some time later. The coffin, oddly
enough, returned to the stage when
it was used in a local high school
preduction of “*Dracula’™.



The theatre group at William
Head has realized some major
accomplishments. One play, ~“The
Knight of the Bumning Pestle™.
participated in the South Island
Zonc of Theatre B.C. Festival '82.
The judges had to come to the
prison to scrutinize that particular
entry n the festival. The play
reccived three awards: Best Actor,
Best Visual Production. and an
Honourable Mention for the direc-
tor. ““One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest™™ was so well done that the
troupe was allowed to take the
production to the McPherson Play-
house in Victoria where they plaved
to a sold-out audience. At onc
point, they were able to stage a
world premiere.  ““The Paper
Cage™’, written by University of
Victoria professor Robin Skelton,
dealing with delicate issues such
as the foundations and justifica-
tions of war, freedom vs. deter-
minism, and the power each indi-
vidual has over his own life, was
recceived with mixed reviews.
However, any criticism the pro-
ductions do receive is usually di-
rected at the content of the play.
The effort put in by the actors and
supporting crew is seldom panned.

Controversial content is one
thing the group does not shy away
from. With its foundations built
solidly on a university course
expounding the basic function and
true virtue of theatre, the group
tries to tactfully deal with issues of
social importance. Competing with
TV and film isn’t casy. At the
same time, theatre ought not be-
come like TV and film in order to
compete withit. The group in their
choice of plays tries to ask the kind
of questions that were once the sole
domain of the theatre. Questions
about social upheaval, the break-
down of the family, increased crime,
alienation and loncliness, unem-
ployment, alcoholism and its re-

lated ills, and pornography. They
try to tackle such issues without
being didactic. for that is not the
purposc of theatre. They try to
posc questions the audience can
answer by its own examination.
Every cffort 1s made to shake the
audience out of its conventional
complacency. Tosurprisc it out of
its expectations.

P

Vi e A came  into
t}“ 4\\, being when
WHAT, as a

theatre society, had pretty well run
its course. Most of the original
members, released on parole or
having finished their sentences, were
gone. The university contract had
changed hands. Simon Fraser
University was now the on site,
post-secondary education contrac-
tor, and they didn’t offer drama as
an option. Supplementary funding
no longer existed, and the society’s
coffers were almost empty. To
prevent the society's collapse, the
members decided to change the
name, draw up a new constitution,
and take the enterprise in a shightly
different direction.

William Head On Stage, the
new group, wanted to expand the
public’s involvement, both as an
audience and as participants.
Enhanced involvement in commu-
nity oriented activities, on the part
of the inmates, would increase the
chance those inmates might more
effectively re-integrate back to the
community. Augmented partici-
pation, on the part of the public,
would heighten their awareness of
prison life. Also. an increase in
public involvement vis-a-vis ticket
sales meant increased revenue, a
prerequisite for longevity as far as
the society’s existence was con-
cerned.

WHOS launched a major cam-
paign to increase their revenue.
They signed on corporate spon-

sors. They sold memberships. They
devised and practised reliable
bookkeeping procedures in order
to gain and maintain the trust of
businessmen on the “‘outside™
whom they dealt with. On a tight
budget. publicity often gets short
shnft in favour of dramatic essen-
tials like sets, scripts, costumes
and complimentary passes. This
makes for great theatre, but small
audiences, so WHOS allots a cer-
tain percentage of their budget for
publicity. And, more importantly,
they decided to make a conscious
cffort to produce plays that pro-
vide artistic vet commercially vi-
able entertainment.

It hasn’t been all wine and roses
for the theatre group. The required
freedom to stage a play conflicting
with the restrictions of a medium
security prison very often creates
situations that are amusing, ironic,
intcresting and frustrating. But
the men work together on a com-
mon goal independent of the pri-
son, overcome differences that might
previously have meant trouble, and
learn to rely on each other. Living
under duress, the prisoners need to
release pent-up emotions. In the
production and staging of the play,
they are allowed to. And they can
empathize with the play’s charac-
ters while building character within
themselves.

Considering the situation the
group must perform under, it’s
pretty incredible that they have
such a high calibre of original
performances over its lifetime. With
the handing down of information
and skills from generation to gen-
cration of prison actors, the group
has taken on a folkloresque qual-
ity. WHOS has the distinction of
being the only theatre troupe be-
hind bars in Canada that opens its
doors tothe general public. Atruly
captivating distinction.
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Natives of North America:

CULTURE AT A CROSSROADS

This article will attempt to describe the ex-
tremely interesting but sometimes tragic history of
the native people of North America. It will be a
brief overview dealing with only a few of the many
diverse tribes and their colourful cultures that
inhabited this continent prior to European contact.
The changes that occurred with respect to the
aboriginal people’s lifestyle after Columbus landed
on their shores will be discussed, and those changes
{often for the worse) should be kept in mind while
contemplating the fact that today’s natives are ear-
nestly trying to re-establish their right to self-
government.

FIRST ARRIVALS

It is generally thought that the first people toarrive
on the continent of North America came from Asia by
way of a land bridge that jomed Siberia to Alaska
during the last great ice-age (Pleistocene Epoch). This
land bridge emerged for an extended period of time due
to the fact that a large portion of the Earth’s water was
in the form of ice. Consequently, the overall sea level
was considerably lower. When the ice melted the land
pridge disappeared, covered by water. Estimates of
the date when the first arrivals made their initial
Journey across the land bridge range from 20,000 to
50,000 years ago. Also, it is believed that this wasn't
just a one-time migration. Many different groups of
people from various parts of Asia probably used the
land bridge over the course of hundreds of vears.
Some returned to their place of orngin, but others
staved.

Thereare two main theories regarding the spread of
the first arnivals. One proposes that the first inhabi-
tants immediately moved south to warmer climates,
then over the course of time gradually spread back to
the north. The other theory maintains that the new-
comers slowly spread south Icaving pockets or clus-
ters of people in their wake. These clusters grew
increasingly larger, eventually developing into the
many tribes that occupied all of North and South
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America by the time Columbus arrived.

Archaeological evidence suggests that the people
who first made this continent their home brought
several ““conveniences” from the Old World with
them. Some of these conveniences include: the use of
fire, the domesticated dog, stone implements, weapons
(spear thrower, harpoon, simple bow), skills (bas-
ketry, netting, cordage), and various rites, healing
beliefs, and practices. Some of the things they left
behind upon leaving the Old World include: various
significant domesticated plants and amimals. artifacts
such as the wheel, the plow, 1ron, and stringed instru-
ments. Why some of these items werce not carried over
to the New World is still a mystery

PRE-COLUMBIAN NATIVES

The physical types of the New World natives dis-
play a considerable variation. Once again, there are
two theories on the possible rcason for these differ-
ences. One theorv explains the variations as a result of
adjustments to the different environments that thev
inhabited. The other theory relates the many obvious
differences to the 1dea (as previously stated) that the
first arrivals included a variety of physical tvpes. In
some cases they mixed, resulting in somewhat umform
physical characteristics; in other cases certain groups
remained isolated, producing the various distinctive
looks still evident today.

The pre-Columbian natives™ languages were as
varied as the number of different groupings or tribes
that existed at that time. Some linguists (people who
study languages) estimate that there were 60 language
famihies and over 500 languages involved in early
native communication. Ong interesting fact now under
scrutiny s that no North American native language on
record has any direct relationship to any language
group in the Old World. This may be due to the fact
the first comers arrived so long ago that any similari-
tics were lost through the slow process of linguistic
change. However, a relationship between the lan-
guages of the Inuit and the Siberian Eskimos has
recently been shown to exist. This relationship could



be the result of the fact that the Inuit were the last group
of natives to arrive in North America.

By the time Columbus arrived, the natives of North
America had developed well-defined and often elabo-
rate cultures. There were two distinct traditions at this
time: Paleo-Indian hunting cultures, and Desert cul-
ture. The Paleo-Indian hunting cultures consisted of
groups of nomadic people who moved about in search
of game. The animals they killed provided clothing,
made from the hides, and food. Anthropologists
believe this was the culture that first developed lance-
shaped projectile points, used for hunting. The Desert
culture evolved as a distinctive cultural adaptation to
the dry, relatively barren environment in which it was
located. There was not much game to be utilized for
food and clothing, so the Desert Indians rehied more on
vegetation to provide subsistence. They estabhshed
many unique and quite effective methods of *“living of f
the land™ in a land, that at first glance. appcared to be
void of anvthing living. They invented grinding tools
and other related devices to aid in the preparation and
storage of the many different kinds of sceds and berries
that helped supplement their diet.

Although all early native North American cultures
relied to a certain extent on hunting and gathering,
some gradually came to depend more on horticulture.
The three main types of vegetables that were planted,
maize, beans, and squash, werc known tothe natives as
““the three sisters™”.

The two basic cultures (Paleo-Indian and Desert)
can be further divided into several smaller groupings,
essentially defined by the regions in which they lived.
A list follows: Woodland Indians of the Northeast;
Indians of the Southwest: Indians of the Plains; Indi-
ans of the Basin Plateau and Pacific Coast; Indians of
the Northwest Pacific Coast. Subarctic Indians; and
Arctic Indians

It is difficult to estimate the total population of the
pre-Columbian natives. Estimates vary due to inaccu-
racies in the record keeping done by the first explorers,
traders, and missionaries. Also, by the time counts
were taken many tribes had alrcady been decimated by
European discases and/or battle. Some estimates put
the number of natives living in North America (north
of Mexico) at the time of Columbus’s contact at
1.150,000. The actual number is probably much
higher. It appears that the greatest concentration was
in the southeastern United States and in California.
The mild climate of these two regions created an
abundance of wildlife and edible vegetation that acted
as a food supply sufficient to support large popula-
tions.

POST-COLUMBIAN NATIVES

This article will concentrate mamly on events af-
fecting natives living in Canada. The Spamiards” initial
involvement in the New World centered around South
and Central America, as well as the southern-most
portion of North America. Their story can best be
described as “‘the quest for gold™". In contrast, the
northeastern part of North America, what is now part of
Canada, went through a period of conquest during
which England and Francc emerged as the main con-
tenders in the fight for control of the fur trade. In both
cases native people were caught in the middle. They
were used for the purpose of realizing other people’s
ambitions.

By 1497, John Cabot had landed on Cape Breton
Island and the European settlement of Canada was in
full swing. Basque fishermen had already established
permanent sctticments on Newfoundland for the pur-
pose of curing their catches in preparation for the long
journey back to European markets. French ships
sailing up and down the North American coast trading
with the Indians soon discovered that it was more
profitable to sct up trading posts. This cventually led to
more settlement as towns grew up around the trading
posts. Dutch merchants soon followed, as they too
wanted to capitalize on this new-found source of wealth.

The first problem that the natives encountered oc-
curred when they were forced further inland to make
room for the new settlers. This created conflict between
the natives who had to move and those whose territory
they moved into. The result was that natives were now
battling natives for land where previously they had been
ableto liveapart, in relative peace. The second problem
that arose, one that had a devastating effect on the native
population. mvolves the fact that the French and English
got involved, and actually took sides, in the natives’
battles. Also, the Dutch supplied the natives with guns
and gunpowder. The result was that the death rate dur-
ing battles involving opposing tribes in early Canada in-
creased dramatically.

The main two warring tribes were the Iroquois and
the Algonquins. The English allied with the Iroquois,
while the French sided with the Algonquins. Some
historians believe that the English’s decision to side
with the Iroquois may be the reason North America is
now basically English. The Iroquois were experts at
political and military organization. Combined with
their warlike traditions, this gave them an advantage in
conflicts with native rivals. Thus, when France and
England cventually fought for control of Canada, the
Iroquois alliance may have been the difference that
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tipped the balance in favor of the
English.

To gain an advantage in their
struggle against their encmies, the
Iroquots formed a confederation.
The French knew this confedera-
tion as the ““Long House ™. while
to the English it was known as the
““Five Nations™". It consisted of:
Mohawk, Onondaga. the Sencca,
the Oneida, and the Cavuga. This
confederation was a unique ex-
periment among North American
Indians. It even nfluenced the
settlers” democratic form of govern-
ment  that  gradually  evolved.
Another important influence the
natives had on the settlers con-
cemns their methods of fighting.
The Indian’s strategy involved scat-
tering their own forces. emphasiz-
ing concealment, and making the
most of surprise and ambush. The
colonists had to cventually adopt
Indian fighting methods in order to
defeat them in battle. These methods
were later employed by the “*Sons
of Liberty™” against the British when
the 13 colonies broke away from
Canada to form the Umted States
of America.

CULTURE

By definition, culture means
«he civilization of a given people or
nation at a given time; its customs,
arts, conveniences, principles and
practices. Prior to Columbus’s
landing, and the subsequent coloni-
zation of the Americas, native cul-
ture was well cstablished. very
distinct, widely varied, in most cases
extremely elaborate, and in all cascs
quite colourful. The settlers, who
came from a completely different
background, brought to the New
World a completely different cul-
ture. It was the clash of these two
cultures, the transplanted European
culture and the ““home grown™
native culture, that had the greatest
cffect onthe oniginal inhabitants of
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this land.

The initial clash of cultures oc-
cured when the first Europeans to
arrive decided to convert the na-
tives to Christianity. The Indian’s
rcligion, or native spirtuality, was
very different from the missionar-
ies” concept of God, heaven and
hell. and the many other intricacies
involved in assuring vourself of a
“life everlasting™. The spiritual-
ity the natives had developed was
entirely practical and designed to
help them, not in the future, but in
the immediate present.  Because
the natives believed in spints, both
good and bad. and made offerings
to them, the missionaries labeled
them Devil worshipers. They then
went about trying to force their
own beliefs on “the poor lost souls™
in order to ““save’” them.

Another major clash of cul-
turcs. one that led to more ill feclings
and bloodshed than any other,
involves the two cultures” differ-
ent concepts of land ownership.
Individual ownership of land was
unheard of in native socicties. Tribes
established boundaries that defined
their land. The land within the
boundaries belonged to the whole
tribe. Eventhough at times certain
familics or individuals were as-
signed plots to farm, or to grow
gardens i, or run traplines on,
nobody ever owned the land.
Theoretically, it was impossible
for any chief, member of a family,
or section of the tribe to sell or sign
away any part of the land within
the tnibal boundarics. Consequently,
any treaties or transfer of rights
that did occur had no significance
to the carly Indians. The idea that
the chief could legally make deci-
sions for the whole tribe was intro-
duced by the colonists in order to
make 1t casier to do business. In
this case, business meant cheating
the Indians out of their land.

Another important clash that

took place relates to family struc-
turc. The family unit within the
native culture can best be described
as an extended family, while the
European family unit 1s based
almost exclusively on parental
authority. Also, native tribal or-
ganization was based on the prin-
ciple of kinship which further
enhanced the obligation of mutual
assistance and protection that the
extended family already provided.
These, as well as many other,
beneficial aspects of native culture
were slowly croded by the influ-
ence of the invading European
culture.

THE CROSSROADS

It is beyond the scope and pur-
posc of this presentation to list and
describe the countless number of
atrocities that have been perpetrated
against native people throughout
the course of North American his-
tory. It will suffice to say that
many of these atrocitics were bru-
tal in nature. Most were unneces-
sarv. These cruel acts symbolize
the greed and sclfishness involved
when empire building proceeds by
way of exploitation.

In literature and music, the ex-
pression “‘crossroads’’ simply
means a pomnt where the choice
betwecen going in several different
directions has to be made. Natives
of North America, in fact, all
aboriginal people world-wade, ought
to be commended for putting up
with so much abuse yet still main-
taining, on a whole, a strong sensc
of pride and dignity. They have
reached the crossroads. They have
come full circle. They started out
as people living in harmony with
nature, in charge of taking care of
the land thev call “‘the Mother™".
Then they had that responsibility,
along with most of their land, taken
away from them. They were op-
pressed and abused. Now, in a



world wracked by pollution and
environmental mismanagement na-
tive people have the opportunity to
once again come to the forc. This
time in an advisory capacity: to
help heal *“the Mother™.

At this point in time, natives in
Canada are on the verge of re-cs-
tablishing their right to self-govern-
ment. That is an important cross-
roads that they must traverse. One
road they cantake is apathy. not do
anything, leave things as they are.
Another direction leads to violent
confrontation. The third road. the
one that has been well travelled so
far, is one of mutual respect, pa-
tience, and understanding.

EPILOGUE

One of the problems encoun-
tered when investigating native his-
tory, customs, and/or practices is
the unfortunate fact that most of
the books, articles. essays. etc.,
are written from a non-native per-
spective. That is to say, they were
written by Caucasians and often
contain an European bias. What
follows are some excerpts that may
help explain things from a native
perspective.

““This is how things began. The
woman in Skyland dreamed that
the great sky trec must be up-
rooted. She was expecting a child,
and her dream was strong. So her
husband, the Skyland chief, had
the trec uprooted. The woman
looked through the hole left by its
roots and saw the earth far below -
unlike the earth of today, for there
was no land, only water. As she
looked in wonder, she slipped. She
cluthched at a tree branch that lay
near the hole but only stripped
away a handful of seeds.... and
fell.

Animals and birds of the water
looked up and saw the woman fal-
ling. “*Someonc comes.”” they said.
“"We must help her.™

The geese flew up and caught
her between their wings. The other
birds and animals, seeing she needed
a place to stand, dived down to
bring up carth from the bottom.
All failed till the muskrat tried.
The Great Turtle offered its back
as a place to spread the carth the
muskrat brought up. The woman
from the sky stepped onto this new
moist carth and dropped the seeds
from the sky tree into her foot-
prints. From these seeds grew the
first plants. And when her child
was born - first on the new earth -
that child was a girl, a girl who
would marrythe westwind....”” As
told by Rakarota a Mohawk mas-
ter storyteller

““The carth is our mother, and
her body shouid not be disturbed
by the hoe or the plow. Men should
subsist by the spontancous pro-
ductions of Naturc. The sover-
eignty of the earth cannot be sold
or given away.” Toohululsote - a
Nez Perce

““The Wise One above knows
better thanall other creatures; long
ago he left the Earth and retired to
the sky. In smoking ceremonics
the first offering of the pipe is
always to him." Cheyenne ritual

““Yonder in the north there is
singing on the lake. Cloud maidens
dance on the shore. There we take
our being. Yonder in the north
cloud beings rise. They ascend
onto cloud blossoms. There we
take our being.”” Yonder in the
north rain stands over the
land....Yonder in the north stands
forth at twilight the arc of a rain-
bow. There we have our being.™
Tewa version of their origin

““The President in Washington
sends word that he wishes to buy
our land. But how can vou buy or

scll the sky? Theland? Theidea s
strange tous. If we do not own the
freshness of the air and the sparkle
of the water. how can you buy
them?

Every part ofthe carthis sacred
to my people. Every shining pine
needle, every sandy shore, every
mist in the dark woods, cvery
mecadow, every humming insect.
All arc holy in the memory and ex-
perience of my people.

We know the sap which courses
through the trecs as we know the
blood that courses through our veins.
We are part of the earth and it is
part of us. The perfumed flowers
are our sisters. The bear, the deer,
the great eagle, these are our broth-
ers. The rocky crests, the juices in
the meadow, the body heat of the
pony, and the man, all belong to the
same family.

The shining water that moves
in the streams and rivers is not just
water, but the blood of our anc-
estors. If wesell you our land, you
must remember that it is sacred.
Each ghostly reflection in the clear
waters of the lakes tells of events
and memories in the life of my
people. The water’s murmur is the
voice of my father’s father.

The rivers arc our brothers.
They quench our thirst. They carry
our canoes and feed our children.
So you must give to the rivers the
kindness you would give any
brother.

If we sell vou our land, remem-
ber that the air is precious to us,
that the air shares its spirit with all
the life it supports. The wind that
gave our grandfather his first breath
also receives his last sigh. The
wind also gives our children the
spirit of life. So if we sell vou our
land. you must keep it apart and
sacred, as a place where man can
20 to taste the wind that is sweetened
by the meadow flowers.

Will you teach your children
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what we have taught our children?
That the earth is our mother? What
befalls the carth befalls all the sons
of the carth.

This we know: the carth docs
not belong to man, man belongs to
the carth. All things are connected
like the blood that umites us all.
Man did not weave the web of life
he i1s merely a strand in 1it. What-
ever he does to the web, he does to
himself.

One thing we know: our god 1s
also vour god. The carth is pre-
cious to him and to harm the carth
1s to heap contempt on its creator.

Yourdestiny isa mystery to us.
What will happen when the buf-
falo are all slaughtered? The wild
horses tamed? What will happen
when the secret corners of the forest
are heavy with the scent of many
men and the view of the ripe hills is
blotted by talking wires? Where
will the thicket be? Gone! Where
will thecagle be? Gone! And what
1s it to say goodbye to the swift
pony and the hunt? The end o
living and the beginning of sur-
vival,

When the last Red Man has
vanished with his wilderness and
his memory 1s the shadow of a
cloud moving across the prairic,
will these shores and forests still be
here? Will there be any of the spirit
of my people left?

Welovethis carthas anewborn
loves its mother’s heartbeat. So, if
we sell you our land. love it as we
have loved it. Care for it as we
have cared for it. Hold in vour
mind the memory of the land as 1t
is when you receive it.  Preserve
the land for all children and love it,
as God loves us all.

As we are part of the land, yvou
too are part of the land. This carth
1s prectous tous. Itis also precious
to vou. One thing we know: there
1s only one God. No man, bc he
Red Man or White Man. can be
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apart. We are brothers after all.™
Letter from Chief Secattle, 1852

“*Nashoba. This my father
taught me how tosing: Wolf, I long
for you - vou know how to hide
vour scrawny hide behind the dark-
est wind. " Jim Barnes, Choctaw

“The animal in me crouches,
poised immobile, cves trained on
the distance, waiting for motion
again. The sky 1s widc: blue 1s
depthless; and the animal and |
wait for breaks in the horizon ™
Simon J. Ortiz, Acoma Pucblo

**__thercarenoclocks tomeas-
ure time but the beating of our
singing hearts™™ Harold Littlebird,
Santo Domingo Laguna Pueblo

“*We have stories as old as the
great scas breaking through the
chest flying out the mouth, noisy
tongues that once were silenced.
all the occans we contain coming
to light.”” Linda Hogan. Chick-
asaw

**I want the sca. That is my
country. ” Ozette chief Tse-Kaw-
Wootl at the 18535 treaty negotia-
tions

“*We may have been happy with
the land that was originally re-
served tous. But continually over
the years more and more of our
land has been stolen from us by the
Canadian and U.S. governments.
In the 19th Century. our land was
stolen from us for cconomic rea-
sons becausc the land was lush and
fertile and abounded with food.
We were left with what white soci-
cty thought was worthless land. ...

Today. what was once called
worhtless land suddenly becomes
valuable as the technology of white
socicty advances. White socicty
would now like to push us off our

reservations because beneath the
barren land he valuable mineral
and oil resources It is not a new
development for white society to
steal from nonwhite peoples. When
white society succeeds it’s called
colonialism.  When white soci-
ety’s efforts to colonize people are
met with resistance it's called war.
But when the colonized Indians of
North America meet to stand and
resist we are called criminals.™
Leonard Peltier American Indian
Movement (AIM)

FOR YOUR
CONTINVING
INQUIRY

History. as a field of study, is
not just a description of past human
actions. It secks to specialize in
finding explanations of them. Be-
causc there 1s a very strong link
between history and present day
policy, a deeper understanding of
that policy can be achieved through
the study of historv. Historians
make interpretations from the avail-
able evidence. History students
can, indecd should, develop a sense
of ““historical reasoning”” and make
their own interpretations.

There are many books avail-
able in most libraries on the wide-
ranging topic of Native Studies.
Rather than make a long list of
titles, the arca on the shelves where
these books can be found follows:

970.004 to 980.3
323.01975
3942
301.15
323.1
398.2
305.897
342,71
811.54
306.098
346.71104
818
Patrick Rafferty



The Orher Side

hackled and cuffed, Jimmy Jor-

dan stood 1n front of the highest
and longest prison wall he’d ever
had the misfortune of secing. And
being an ex-con, a three-time loser,
a “‘rounder”’, ifyou will, Jimmy had
seen a few. But this one was strik-
ingly different. It stretched north
and south for as far as the eye could
follow. And it was taller than the
Tower of Babel. *“A good compari-
son,”” thought Jimmy. Buthedidn’t
laugh at his private joke. He wasn’t
really in a laughing mood.

The gate through which Jimmy
was destined to pass had the familiar
black KSK painted on itin large, in-
timidating block letters. ““The Kor-
rectional Service of Kanada,”” mused
Jimmy, “‘what a farce!”” Although
he desperately desired to mercilessly
cling to the negative vibes he had ac-
cumulated over the years of doing
time, and when necessary. to use
those vibes to feed his anger, a com-
mon defense-mechanism utilized by
most prisoners in most prisons. he
hesitated before going through the
usual pattern of listing, in his mind,
all the incidents thatever occasioned
to piss him off. He had been told to
cast aside all his past aggressive
actions and bad attitudes re: the
system, because this time it was
going to be different. This time the
system had changed.

Jimmy had heard ramblings about
some radical new idea in prison re-
form but he hadn’t paid much atten-
tion to them. Why bother. Things
never change. Especially prisons.
“*Now wait a minute, that’s not en-
tirely true,”” corrected Jimmy,
“‘they’re always building newer,
larger, high-tech jails, each onec a
little bit different and usually a little
bit better than the one it replaced.
It’s the people who run the jails that
never change.”” With that, he glanced

over at the rather large. redneck-
looking guard who had escorted him
to this new, experimental facility.
The unctuous privilege of being the
first Korrectional Officer fo send a
convicted felon to the other side had
fallen to KO Perry Porcine,

As with most Kor-
rections employees,
Perry had embarked

upon his custodial
career full of altruistic
ideals and good inten-

tions which were
quickly eroded by the
stark reality of bureau-
cratic bondage and the
helplessness it fosters.

Perry had been with the service
for a long time now. Toolong, as far
as he was concerned. He had seen
cons like Jordan come and go all too
often, only to return to the joint again
and again, each time filled with more
bitterness and hate. The revolving
door, they called it. As with most
Korrections employees, Perry had
embarked upon his custodial carcer
full of altruistic ideals and good in-
tentions which were quickly eroded
by the stark reality of bureaucratic
bondage and the helplessness it fos-
ters. He soon learned that prisons
weren’t about rchabilitation. Pri-
sons, quite simply, were about punish-
ment. And punishment as a business
was, unfotunately, more efficient
when vou punished as many people
as possible while spending as little
money as possible. That allowed for
the continuation of the existing rid-
iculously high salaries paid by the
government to the upper-echelon bu-
reaucrats.

Upper-echelon bureaucrats, in-
deed. Perry thought back to that
fateful day when he had been sum-
moned to Kottawa, to the national
headquarters, to talk to the head
cheese, to actually speak tothe KKK
(Kommissioner Korrections Ka-
nada), after he had requested an in-
terview with one of the service’s
frontline troops. Someone who had
been around for a while. Somecone
who knew the ropes. And how to
twist them when asked to do so.
Someone he could trust. Someone
like Perry. A rare breed in today’s
world of back-stabbing blabber-
mouths. He wanted to explain the
new system to him and see what he
thought about it. See if he thought it
would work.

Perry still remembers with dis-
gust the slick public relations man
hired to promote the ncw system.
Actually, there hadn’t been much
promotion. In fact, everything was
kept pretty hush-hush. Only a few
of the upper-echelon knew what was
really about to transpire. As the
shister lawyer cum PR-man acrimo-
niously put it, **It’s not so much that
justice need be done, but rather that
itscemtobedone.”” The taxpayers
wanted to believe that their hard-
earned money was being put to good
use. But, over the years, the public
had finally come to the inevitable
concluston that the old system just
wasn’'t working. The criminal jus-
tice system, within which Korrec-
tions was a main player, kept spend-
ing more and more tax dollars. At
the same time, the incidence of crime,
especially violent crime, increased
dramatically. Subsequently, thepri-
son population grew larger and larger,
while the citizens got more angry
with each new increase in taxes and
each obvious decrease in operational
cfficiency of the old, backward sys-
tem. Something had to be done.

Miles Magnussen, the newly ap-
pointed KKK, had emigrated to Ka-
nada from a country noted for its re-
lative success with innovative ideas
in prison reform. After years of in-
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tensive resecarch and careful obser-
vation. that country’s top criminolo-
cists concluded: a system that
punished its law breakers by 1s0-
lating them from the community.
putting them into an unreal. artifi-

he had duly stated. “~Might as well
give 1t a trv. Can’t be any worse
than the old system.”” Now, as he
prepared to send Jimmy Jordan to
the other side, the first to do so. he
wondered 1f he dare harbour the

cial, self-
governing, nega-
tive and oficn
violent environ-
ment where all
their decisions
were made. for
them, and all
their day-to-dav
responsibilitics
assumed by oth-
crs, was doomed
to fail. Itdidn’t
take a genius to
figure that out.
And Miles, well.

a system that punished
its law breakers by iso-
lating them from the com-
munity, putting them into
an unreal, artificial, self-
governing, negative and
often violent environment
where all their decisions
were made for them, and
all their day-to-day respon-
sibilitics assumed by oth-
ers, was doomed to fail.

shightest bit of
hope for this
new venture.
Jimmy .
meanwhile, was
feeling kind of
weird. A small
spark of apptc-
henSion  was
smoldering in
his gut as he
calmly stood
waiting for the
huge. clectri-

cally-driven .

steel door to ul-

he was a long

timately begin

way from being a genius. But, he
could bullshit with the best of them.
And. as we all know. that’s what
most burcaucracics arc built on -
bullshit.

It hadnt been entirely casy con-
vincing the politicians to adopt the
new svstem. It wasn’t casy to con-
vince those narrow-minded, straight-
laced conservative dinosaurs to adopt
anvthing that was new and/or differ-
ent. But once Miles explained the
<ubtle nuance of deception that made
the svstem soradical. and extremely
cost effective, they hterally fell over
cachother trying to sign the writ that
would supersede all the legal ramifi-
cations involved in the implementa-
tion of the new system. As long as
the voters were happy, that"s all that
mattered. And, as long as the voters
thought their tax dollars were being
spent wiselv, they would be happy.
That would allow Inge and his ilk to
perpetrate their profitable charade.
KO Porcine had donec much to
¢ bolster KKK Magnussen's resolve.
.-He had been asked to provide mput
; from a working man’s point-of-view,
and that’s exactly what he did  In
~his simple matter-of-fact manner.

it
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its pamnstakingly slow, ominous

journey along its rusty brackets. Ee-.

rily. the situation somchow reminded
him of the very first time that he had
ever stepped through the gates of a
federal penitentiary.  He had been
sentenced to four vears for conspi-
racy to traffic in narcotics. At that
time. he swore he would benefit as
much as possible from his incar-
ceration and never return to jail.
That was three ““bits™™ ago.. Now,
for somc unexplamable reason,
Jimmy fanned that small spark of
apprehension, hoping it might flare
into a burming flame of hope. Maybe,
for a change, m this new svstem he
was about to enter, he would get a
real chance to do something worth-
while for himsclf. Mavbe, for a

~ change, he could seizc the opportu-

nity and possibly better himself. Afler
all. he could learn a trade or upgrade
his education. That might go a long
way to ensure that he would never
again have to resort to criminal ac-
tivity in order to survive on the out-
side.

"What was on the other side of
this monstrous wall,”” Jimmy won-
dered. ““and why did they build it

smack-dab in the middle of the coun-
try?”" Nobody seemed to know any-
thing about this ncw concept in pe-
nology. lcast of all Jimmy. Well, he
was ready for anv hardships they
might throw his way and this time he
was going to persevere, this time he
was going to be rehabilitated. After
this. he would never again have to
20 to the other side.

The steel door screcched into
motion KO Porcine removed
Jimmy s shackles and cuffs and led
hum through the portal to the other

'side. - The early morning sun mom-

entarily bhinded Jimmy . lie couldn’t
sce any guard towers, he couldn’t
sce an exercise yard, he couldn’t see
a dome, he couldn’t cven sce the
main administration building where
he would be taken [irst, to go through
the rigmarole of being processed.
When his eves finally adjusted to the
bright prairic sunshine. Jimmy was
astonished by the fact that what he
was looking at was an expanse of
rolling landscape. interspersed with
small towns and the occasional large
city, similar to the countryside that
he had just turned his back on when
he walked through the gate.

Then it hit him.  Hit him like a
lead pipe. The new system was a
scam. Brecak the law on one side of
the wall and they sentence you to do
time on the other side. But the other
side is just that: the other side of the
country. You're not really in jail,
vou re just on the other side of the
wall. But the taxpayers. the foolish,
ever-trusting, casily exploited citizens
of Kanada don’t know that, so they re
happy. They don’t know that their
hard-carned money is being squan-
dered. And while you're on the
other side, rchabilitation is the fur-
thest thing from vour mind. Youcan
simply keep on doing whatever it is
that got you in trouble in the first
place.

“Just like the old svstem,™ Jimmy
grinned, ““things never change.™

Patrick Rafferty



The Great One o) han

stt for the hell of it, let’s assume for a second that
vouve successfully overthrown the government of
Iran and taken over that country’s seat of power. Of
course, this assumption takes for granted that you,
being good and kind, must have had a good reason for
overthrowing that government so we'll
say that Iran posed some minor threat
to some American holdings overseas.
We'll go a little further in our as-
sumption and say that Clinton got
laid a few more times than usual that
day and didn’t feel like kicking for-
eign ass so the American government
instcad loaned vou a few experimen-
tal prototype weapons in return for a
country to be named later and saddled
you with the job. You, of course, ex-
perience little difficulty slapping out
a few uptight Iranians and overthrowing their govern-
ment. So there vou are with vou inner circle of close-
knit friends on the Iranian scat of power surrounded by
enemies. You, being an American ally, are an infidel
in the eyes of the people of Iran; to them, you are the
enemy. What do you do to get them on your side?
Ifthis was your situation, you wouldn 't buy Tide to
get the whites whiter; vou would do what the American
government does with its own people; vou would do
what the Correctional Services of Canada does with its
unfortunate prisoners: you, O Leader, would indoctri-
nate your enemies into seeing things the way vou want
them to. With this accomplished. the end result would
be a fragmented people too busy fighting cach other to
concentrate on the real enemy, you. How would you
accomplish this? This, O Great One, is the fun part.
Most of the world’s governments have had to face
two basic choices: either suppress any potential rebel-
lions with military might or indoctrinate the populace
non-violently through the intelligent use of the media.
Since you have overthrown the government of Iran
with the help of the United States, *“your™ country can
now be an official US client state. This entitles vou to
certain rights. In return for those nghts, however, it is
incumbent upon you to establish a form of American
democracy in Iran. You can go the Nicaragua route

evposed Lo the same
imade at negularly
weonotonows intervals
will soonern on Caten
come to believe in ito
neality whether they
wanl Lo on nol ...

and force democracy down the throats of the Iranians
through the use of death squad terror preferably with
the help of the Iranian army or you can manipulate the
Iranian press to suit your desires. Of course, you can
terrorize and suppress the people as well as control the
press but you run the risk of having
the people hate you that way. If you
carefully weigh the pros and cons of
the decision you have to make, you,
O Leader, will realize that sooner or
later the people of Iran will fight to
the death to overcome anyone they
feel is an infidel. They are notori-
ously stubbom. Thanks to the Ayatol-
lah, many of them feel that it is their
lifelong destiny to be at war with the
infidels of this world; therefore, the
danger is there that they might not
believe in either you or their own press for a while.
Control of the press, however, is still your best choice
because these people are human and their wills can be
broken non-violently. Any human being exposed tothe
same stimuli at regularly monotonous intervals will
sooner or later come to believe in its reality whether
they want to or not (Wanna go to Taco Bell, Louise?).
These people have been at war or have been ready for
war for so long that they are ready for a new reality.
Your reality, Great One.

As many governments around the world already
know, getting people to believe in what you want them
to believe is as easy as you can imagine. It’s as easy
as imagining what you want them to believe and then
making them believe it through the magic of television,
newspapers, and magazines. It’s as casy as makingthe
press more entertaining, more accessible. After your
great victory, O Leader, the time will be ripe for the
release of the inaugural issue of “* Ayatollah Comics™’
in which the former great leader comes back to undead
life to fight evil on an international scale with his new
super-powerful, bullet-stopping, artificially intelligent,
lice infested beard and his smelly old poison-tipped
slippers (if the people don’t like that, then it’s time to
bring in the army). It will be time for the *“Iranian Frec
Press™ to introduce itself to the general public with
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eyc-opening articles on “*free so-
cictics,”” the many accomplishments
of the Ayatollah in the freest of so-
cicties, cellulite build-up between
the thighs of the non-belicvers. the
up and commg [ranian soccer team,
the newly proposed pay scale for
sewer workers, the gay rights, and
the new government. Imagine, Great
Leader, an article on how vour
government firmly believes the
average hard-working man will
make the “"new’’ Iran the top na-
tion in the world next to a heart-
warming story of a gay amputce
whose dream is to play on the
soccer team. Imagine, if vou will,
Great One, how the Iranians will
react to Harold Robbin’s stecamy
new novel of the Iraman folk hero
who manages to get into a good
fight every thirty-five pages or so,
gets laid every ten. plays the
American stock market and makes
so much money that he becomes
Emperor of the World. Imagine
Linda Ronstadt’s new album, ““Iran,
My New Home™’ sung in bastard-
1ized Persian. Imagine Slaver’s
new album, “°I Wanna Stick Pins
in Your Eyes™” becoming a num-
ber one hit with tone-deaf Iranian
tecnagers in spite of the language
barrier. Imagine the television
commercials tantalizing coffee
addicts with ““the rich coffee bean
flavour of Avatollah’s Choice.™
The possibilitics, Great One, are
limitless. You canholdupamirror
to your facc and say toit, ““lam the
Great One of Iran!”” All you have
to do is make a deal with the US.
Show up at Clinton’s office with a
couple of good-looking Caucasian
girls and sec 1f you can’t work out
some kind of a deal. Do 1t now
before some shick white-collar crimi-
nal like Jim Bakker gets out and
beats you to it.

Paul Descary
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JAILHOUSE
RESUME BUILDERS

ne of the first things you're told when doing time is

to “*put the past behind vou, ™ to *“forget about what
got you here and work on turning vour life around.”™
While vou do, indeed. have some arcas in need of serious
improvement, don’t forget vour crime - it could be one of
the keys to getting hired after your release.

Below is a list of unacceptable activities and the
positive traits they typically require. These are skills that
they can redirect into the job market.

Hustling (drugs, services, goods, etc.): Good ability
to sell; keen marketing sense; not easily disappointed:
can talk with people of different ages. backgrounds, and
cducational levels; know how to close a sale.

Murder/Manslaughter/Assault: Strong confidence
level; not afraid to speak up or ask questions; sclf-
motivated; not casily intimidated: not bothered by stress:
good sense of time management; excellent physical
condition; can be counted on to get the job done.

Prostitution: Work well independently or in a team
situation: follow direction; not afraid of hard work;
creative; proven sales ability; outgoing personality; skilled
in customer service.

Embezzlement: Excellent accounting skills; patient:
well-organized; detail-oriented: professional demeanor;
hands-on computer experience. goal setter; resourceful:
work well with little supervision

Taken from ‘‘Doing Time for Murder or Rob-
bery? You May Have Just the Skills an Employer Is
Looking For!,”’ by Errol Sull, in the March '93 issue
of Prison Life, anew bimonthly magazine published in
New York City.

The magazine is targeted at inmates, their families,
and prison guards. Sull, a former inmate, is president
of Aardvark Resumés & Career Counselling, a service
for inmates.
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Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22)

Someone is investigating vou.
You are being watched. Keep a
low profile and don’t let them grind
you down. Your pay won't go as
far this week. Be vigilant about
finances. A visit by a neighbour
will prove disastrous. The pack-
age you have been waiting for will
never arrive. He who is respon-
sible will laugh behind your back.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Confirm information. Some
would have vou think they are
working harder than they are. Don’t
sign away that which could release
you from vour current situation.
Friends can be important at this
time. Be sure of new house-mates.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
Overweight people keep you
down. You feel a need to appeal to
a higher power. If you have
grievances, follow up on them.
Don’t take no for an answer. A
package may be on the way. Be
careful around your house.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

You have the ability to sting
those close to vou. One in charge
may not agree. Stick to vour guns.
Don’tstand back. Besurctocheck
dates and papers. This may be the
time to get what vou descrve.

Sagittarius ( Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Try to ignore those in uniform.
They may try to impress. but you
won’tbe fooled. Don’t be lulled by
surroundings. It is important to
maintain a sense of self-worth and

Travel and
romance arc within reach. Don’t
be fooled by your house-matc.

personal identity.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You receive news you have been
waiting for. Make sure you fill out
proper forms. A short trip will
involve studv and new friends. Best
to watch finances. Aries repre-
sented.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 19)

You have taken on new tasks.
Your leadership will be recognized.
You are entering a new phase. Be
sure to dot your i’s and cross your
t’s to ensurc you get what you
want.

Pisces (Feb. 19 - Mar 20)

Embrace each day with happi-
ness. You have felt hunger before,
but not now. One in authority
knows how vou feel. Family
member wants to be close to you.

Aries (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You feel frustrated. Those
around you don’t give a damn.
Time to pinch pennies and wait for
sunnier dayvs. Best to stay in bed
for a few days.

Taurus ( Apr. 20 - May 20)

One close to you gets in touch.
Others will sense your insincerity
and bail out on you. Sense of
freedom. New superficial rela-
tionships on the horizon. Finances
fail. You lose something cher-
ished.

Gemini | May 21 - June 20)

Member of same sex takes a
second look. Be sure to act accor-
dingly. Perhaps some flowers. Stay
away from drugs and gambling.
Best to stick to work and sports.
An important visitor has someth-
ing to say. Leo may be close.

Cancer ( June 21 - Jul. 22)

Seck outanswers. Don’tbe put
off. Time to set priorities. A move
1s in the works. Make sure you are
prepared. One who was against
you will retire soon.

P
3
%
=

With this, the second edition of
Out of Bounds, comes the chal-
lenge of securing enough material
and ideas to produce a magazine
for vou, our readers. It is our hope
to produce the Out of Bounds
every three months. We welcome
all material and ideas you might
have.

If, after reading this issue, you
would like to see something changed
oradded for the nextissue, you can
give your ideas and suggestions to
the editors: Patrick Rafferty and
Steve Foote. If you cannot reach
us at the office located below "G"
Dorm, you can see us at our houses:
Patrick at C8 and Steve at A4.

For our "Letter's to the Editor"
section, anyvone with a question or
simply something to say can sub-
mit it to us or slide it under the Out
of Bounds office door. We will
print as many as room will allow.
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Conditional

If the world would stop the suffocation
Of their skeletons rattling with fear
Of reprimand and quarantine

Seeing the horror as a reflection

Of our own taboos

Granted, classification is all

But not to adhere to labels

Like an unsuspecting fly travelling
Into the web of Doom

The spider awaits
To devour the poor soul

Struggling free

‘The fly escapes

Ripping off webs

Of man’s coined terms
Freedom at last

Only to enter battle again
As other webs of

Basic human suffering
Await...

Let us love all without bias
And crush into smithereens
Those who deny us

Such freedom

With this
Is love conditional?

Rick Gagnon, July *93

FALL/SEPTEMBER '93

| Reflec:tion lnfThe Pond

Hurdling the boundless limitations
Releasing the flow

Its purencss

Freshness

What is the meaning?
This tingle, running
Flowing

Throughout my soul

I have feared

Conquering

Opening up the ancient gates
Growing

Spine and heart flowing
Fluttering
With joy

Two beautiful beings
Blending

Attracted by a mirror reflection
Of vast, separate expansions
Universal love and compassion

Could the reflection

In the clear, cool pond
Kissing the stainless moon
Be my soul mate?

Rick Gagnon, July '93




Srared

A connoisseur of bitter anger

was once my claim to fame.

But the more | experience the turmoils of life
the more I feel feclings of shame.

I’ve come to realize that my feelings of anger
are quite often feelings of hurt.
And that growing up in a dysfunctional world
has caused me to feel like dirt.

This realisation has made me stronger

and has made it casier to sce

that how can I respect the people around me
when I don’t even like me.

Sometimes I tend to disregard

my legitimate feelings of pain.

And I try to hide my vulnerabilitics
by acting a bit insane.

But deep down inside I know who I am
but my feelings are never shared.

Cause I find it so hard to let people know
that I am really quite scared.

William R. Burnett
March 18, 1993

Just A ReflecTion

Past encounters,
several realms,
other plains of existence.

The journey not even
a grandfather clock could comprehend.
The irrelevancy of time.

I have killed.
I have been killed.
I have been reborn.

Karmic imprints

are not to be feared.
The Warrior moves on,
grappling, fighting
with love -
Compassion,

surmounting the obscurations
of our own
cultivated defilements.

The path of the Truth

to oneself

is the answer...and the beginning
of the Journey

through Space

and bevond Time.

Rick Gagnon, July *93
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A TRUE FRIEND
(62 o8 2o ofeat)

Sitting in a cell

lived a life of hell

The gut weighs a ton
but what’s done is done

Good friends are rare
so called friends don’t care

They put up a good front

because something you got they want

They’re at your side when you have money
but when you're busted, they think it’s funny
They’ll talk about the good times you and he had
but they’ll mostly talk about how you’ve been bad

Friends like these nobody needs
but they’re all around you and sprouting like seeds
Be careful of the friends you choose

because in the end they’ll make you loose

I’ve experienced these types lots before
but now I'm wiser and won’t worry any more
For so called friends there are cures

~ so if they approach you, just say ‘“UP YOURS.”

Submitted by Trevor Quilty
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