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CraiEnllr than 1~ you very much for coJ:ting today. 

It's nice to be here. 

You. started off in the Army, at the Un:i.versitv of SG\skatchev,;an, t:he cnTC. 

-{~1~JL . 
No, I '·'as wrch th~ D 4th riel<l flatter~y of Canadian A rtill€r y, York ton, in 

j\ 
.S::lskatche11an. Yorkton was a smaJl town of abou'c. five thousanc}\at that time and we 

lived about fifty miles a\~'ay . I hadn 1t botl1erecl to joi n the COTC ·w·hen I 14ent to 

U:ri.versity bn:::. the sum mer of 1040 everybody seertecl to be joininq the Arr:1y or t.he 

COTC or something. r ather than joinin9 -che COTC 1 I joined the Ar1n:y and 'dent eo 

suntmer calllp with the Camp Dunc~ern~ sp2nt the s u mmer in camp and '01ent hack 

to university in the fan , then I joined v·ihat ·;_.;as calle;:J the .P.uxi.Liary Squadron of: the 

COT C. ~'!<~ didn 't have Ulliforms but ''le did drill the sane as everybody el;;e . That 'das 

nty <;jraduabng year:. I graduated 1st of flay 1941. nw:: around Cnri..stmas the recruiting --... -----~--
officer from nav2l Hc:adqu::.~ccers in Otta\.,ra c.id a cross--country tour looking for 

engi nee rs vJith a view of manni_'1g the ne 1_,;~- consixuction ships that Here beiil.q laic1 

dm·m; frigat.es, corvettes, mine~'Heepers and that. sort of thing. Forty-tvw of us \•lere 

alL ta. t-~en on tne same train t.o Halifax c.nd ':Jc:: spent t:•.vo or three Heek.s at i\dmiralty 
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House an(! sorile sman buildings, l\novm a::.' the "nouse trapsn. 'I' hen v;e moved to 

--·--· _,. ·-·· 
Can you t 2U rue about your intervi.e~,.;r boards? 

Yes. Boa.rd 1s using a o:.itron(_.j \'1 ord; I think I had about tlle shortest 

interviev,; than anybody ever had on joining the Navy. A friend of mine bad expressed 

some interest j_n the l·1avy and had been down to the local cliv:isi.on and left our ne1mes, 

and one day the Dea:1 of r:ngineerinq came into our class and said that all those vlho 

ezr ressed interest in the navy \vere to come into his office afte r the clo.ss. There v1as 

an officer fror:1 IJaval Headquarters there to cJ.o the intervieHs. I v1as duly ushered in, 

I don't knov1 whethH I .,,as first, second or third, anyway, I vias ushered in. There 

Has a great: big prize- fi<)ht er type of officer with brass up to the elbo\41\~~~s I 

coLLld see. It 1-1as Commander Porteous (1ater Eear- i'ldmiral ancl Chief of Technical 
--------~ ... - .... -.... ~ ... - - .·----.. -..._ __ , ___ ... r-.-·-. 1\ 

Services). Dut at that: poirrt he i·ias Director of snqineed ng Personnel. Deing the gruff ,_ ·- ,.,.-....-... --~ _ .......... .........__ 

sort of <:JUY tha.t be was ancl a man of fe '·tJ words, he looked at rne a.nd saic1, ''Do you 

'.v ant to join the navy." I said, '' Yesr sir." ne said: "O~ay, sign hi m up." Ue said this to 

the C 0 of: t:he local division '.vho ~~· a.s sitting at the t able takin<:J notes. '.::'hose are a1l 

t he Hords that v1 ere evei. exchanged between us. 

IL's int~::resting, ·v~hen you compare it to the psycholo9ical tests they go 

through today ancl the enc!less boards. 

Yes.- we ll this \•vas t o join the RCrTVR . Later on; in U 1:lG , after the war I 

applied to -c:ransfer to the R CN and I V/ -2iTC. t hrough a more form<::Ll board, as you can 

proba.bly rEITJewber. 

Yes. Gut, no, that board was '.:.he same vJayr 11hen you "~Jent in front of that 

board. I realized after I uent before theD, they s·2nt rne out and said, "Corn cc:: bac k 

this afternoon". I spent a terrible noon hour. They 'il2ren 't <]Oing to turn J1i(:: c'Jovm. 

'I'h·2Y Viouldn't have sent for i~lc if they •.ver e going to turn m·2 dow n. I wollldn 't have 
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So Vlhen you ~·lem:. for your P CJ::l boar c'i they knew they v:ere going to 

accept. you. 

He 'll probabl'/ come to that later. 

HOH old Here you in your SJiaduating year? 

You're a bit early through college, ',ver•2n't you? 

No, that's long. f'ly classmates \len~ all tH•i.'':Tity-onep tv:enty-t\VO. I \Jas just 

about the oJdest. The reason for t:.11at 'i'' as that I "''as eight years old before I started 

.school. I ~;as a First \Jorld \. ar baby and the Jittle town I lived in hac] too many 

children (after the viar) for the school to accm1oclate so that ras-:sed a resolution than 

nobody could start school unless t.he:y had passed their seventh birthday by Se:ptemb·er 

lst. I was born in November so I ~ .. Jas damn near eight. by September l st. 

I never t hought of you as a ~aby ~om er. 'That's Hhat you ',vere. A J7jrst 

Horld 1· 7ar~ab~oom•2r. <chuckles> 

Hen, I ~,;as born in 1917 and I <JLless it was about 1925 Hben I started 

school. 'I'hat tv . .relve years P.wke me nineteen \·:ben I finisl1ed gracle t11elve and four 

more years after that made me twenty-tree I;Jben I fixlished. 

\· lhat kind of engineering vvere you doing. 

Hechan:ical engineering. 

He v1as only tc.r~ing mechanical (::ngineers I guess, eh? 

Yes, he vlas, at that stage. Later on they took a f e1.v electrical engineers 

and another board \vent around recruiting physicists: people 'dllo majored in maths and 

physics and they beca r;te radar officers . There ,.,ere hlo or three fn:rnt our university. 

\•Jbat's the c1ifference frmn tlv2m and the electrical enr:Ji!eers? 

\Jell, electricc:u engineering in 1941 consisted of pO\Ter plants and things 

like that. Radar vJ as so m ethinrj that ha·~!n 1t heen inventecl . 
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not electronics. 

Nor not electroni.cs. The most scrbi.sticated piece of ekctronics in those 

days V-i as the ordinary raclio. It reaJ1y v.r us. 

I gues.s so, yes. 

So the electrical engineers •,vere rlower plant engineers, more or l ess. And 

the pnysicists wen~ t.he people 'dho studied all the things t hat lead to radar and sonar 

and things like t hat . 

\,lellr th2 build up to the Navy is i ntportant to the IIistorian Hho is nmv 

started vniting the history of the Canadian Navy from '3S to ' 45. !1ecause \ ,le did very 

1·1ell in building ships . One hundred and t•.Jenty~vettes and a few score friga.tes and) 

t0 \·7ards the end destroyers . He did very \,;ell increasi:lg our maru;ov.J er. P e took in 

ten thousandr~unk, che first year. There was nevr2r any time for tr3ining. ,Jim my 

Bi.l:)bard was a.luays hO\<'ling about: this. ;,,le S'2nt our ships to s~ in the upper deck, 

often the captain \Jas the only one lrJh o had been to sea before. The point I'm gettinCJ 

at is this couldn 't happen in the engine room; you 'd 1.v reck everything. 

~\Jt. 'J car:1e a11fully close . <langhter from both> I should be back a 

lictle bit and say t hat I joined as an i\ cdng l?robahonary Temporary ;Sub- Lieutenant 

(E) PCNV P. I' w not sure IJ!1y He had all the act.i:r1gs and probationa.ries and so on but 

there it "''as. It 1r1 as part of the rules. 

And you 11ent to King"!_. '(.~e're i n ' 4L 

nay 141 l•:hen \·le all g::aduated from various across Canacla and 1·1e boarded ............. . ...-- .. 
a cr,m tra:iil that started in Vancouver and ended up in Ha:lifax. By the time we S:!Ot to 

HaJifax t here 1r7ere forty- two of us, a1l green as qrass. \·!e spent three months in i< inqs_ 

and the fellm·i known as "Long Robbie" v;as the c o . It's ~)..nterest:irl<J story as to ·. . .,, ,_ -· ~= " £Nil(. fA ~ 
hovJ he furnished this pl ace. The bnilcful<:J 111as absolutely the day vve arrived there; but 

\)JL-
about an hour after was.. all arrived trucks 

J 
fo 

with furniture bec_:1an arriving. 
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sort of rarade square or soccer field. in front of Y.: ing's college anCJ there was a road 

.::mm at the other ·2nC1. l'lll tbe furniture was taken off the trucks and put on the road 

and !:3iq Robbie at the pn~cise moment, blew a vlhistle and saidr n Okay. Furnish your 

flats." <laughter from Lawrence> That's how v1e furn.ishecl our roOJns. 'I'here \4er•2 four 

sub-lieutenants to a suite; so that vJe could manage a chesterfield upstairs. ~hthin 

half-an- hour the place VJas furnished . Sor;le p·2ople had three chesterfields and no 

chairs, things of that nature. <laughter front La1,vrence> Dut it evem:uaJly got sorted 

out. 

That's very good. n.obbie was a grea'c. improviser. I've got J.-lis tape on 

starting KL!gs. He 'das just:. toldr "Go and start a naval coJlege. He \Jant to n-::lease 
1/ 

_Roy4__~oads for the pen1anent force . 

r lost of the officers there vJere executive officers; maybe -chree or four 

divisions of executive offic·2rs, on2 c1ivL.:ion of payntast ers and one division of 

engi'1ec;rs. The engineer.::; \vere instructed by Lieutenant Harry \··linnett. 

\Jllat I:Jere your subjects then? 

\Je ~~'ere really just t aking the naval application of the subjects '.'le had 

already caken. v{hen ',ve cleared up thermodynamics VJe 1..:ere all goinQ to steam 

different s!Jips l·tith ship- boilers and turbines and so on. He'd studied about boilers and 

turbines; but Wt-~ hadn't had boilers ancl t urbines with prop2llers on the end of them . 

And all the other auxiliary machinery like evaporators for making drinking '!'later and 

all this. ~'Je Here taught about that type of Uling. He spent three months of intensive 

study tnere . 

Plus a bit of parade ground, yes. 

Plus a bit of parade ground. and e:{erdsed in the morning, running, a .little 

bit of com mica.tions try'.J_ng to read the lamp and semapbon::: . 

You had the run of the \Jaeg~7alticJ\.~'y_; 
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The run of the \.JaegHaltic Club l·vnich \vas just do1~vn the bill. 7\nyway, 

after about thrr.:=e J:tonths Lieutenant mnnett and I:.Jilli.e Porteous bad arra nged that 1iie 

vJould all go biq s i:-rLps, cruisers or bigger; pri1~ 1 arily Royal N:wy. nut about :3ix or eight 

I;.Jent to the Prince Pobertr Prince Henry and Prince David \•lbich l.•iere CanaC'ian 

merchant s i1ips converted to Arrned l'lerchant cruisers. All the rest of us \·lent to the 

l7oya1 navy. I 11.' ent t o a cruiser called r-ms Despa'c.ch which 1/Jas an olc'i \lorld \·.7ar I o 
class cruise r with a t rawler bmL It was a delightful ship but had no heating system or 

anything of that nature. 

l'.Jo heatinq in the J:iessdec ks? 

No. But \'le never really v1ent to cold \<Jeather, the coldest ive ever 

encount ered \vas in England. <chuckle> I jo~'!ed the ship in Gerrrmcla and spent tlle 
·-...,.._ 

next year in the South ,".tlantic, except a brief sortie i nto the Pacific risrht aft er 
.. _...,...__..--......... 

?earl Harbour: 'dhen \ve \·vere the only ship sent to protect t he Panama Ct:-mal a~lEri:nst 

che J apanese if they'Cl ever sot there. 

l\.ny a ction in the South Atlantic? 

l·rot really. 

'l'here vJere a l ot of Gernan merchant raiClers out. 

Then" were ~;ut we ne:ver actuallyK got involved. But I,.Je 1-vere: .sent post 

baste one night. from Trini dad to go over w ''Test Africa bec.:mse a sister ship ~ ·Jt=\S 

dispatched, Danae. I think she was t he one that had been sunk. YnTe viere tied to a 

buoy in s:'rinidad Jlarbour. There 111ere no gates or anything in those days a nd within 

an hour or t \·70 of our l eaving, a lflerchant ship ca me in and tied up to the sam !:.: buoy 

and it \vc:..s sunk i::llmost t he moment it tied up. 

You \•ver e lucky. 

\ l e wen'= lucky. 'I'ha1: was after Pearl narbour and after i·le'd be,2n in the 

Pa.citic a nd back . 
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You went through the Canal, hov1 far into the Pacific? 

Specifically we went to try to find the ,Japanese fishing fleet that bad been 
••. 11.,. .... 

based in Central ,~.m erica . They r·1ad a__U sailed from port t vw or three days before 
. --~ ,,., 

Pearl Hqrl.1our e1nd our jo!J v1as to find them . \Jell, the Pacific Ocean is a prett y big ----ocean to find t.he fishing boats~ particularly with no rac'lar(\. or heJicopt,~rs .., .a.Rd \he 

best view \vas the r;1an 's in tne crow 's nest and he could see just as far as 'lOll s·2e. 

\·l e patrolled around a nd spent Christmas Day in the Galapagos Islands. ' "nd c:J)OUt the 

rnidclle of .January He went into Talara, Peru. The I mperial Oil Company had a 
--·---~~--- ,....__... --· -·-····-

refinery there. Peru was neutr:al and we <,.vere allmved i n for t Henty- four hours and 

then v~ e had to ago agai11. Tbat was the only piece of land vl e sa vi . If e never did find 

the .Japanes·e fishing fleet . He went back to Panam2, and the next clay the ,Japanese 

fisbinq fleet arrived in berrind us. They came back . They hadn't salied for Japan 

after a.ll, they had just gone fishing . 

I 'das I·VOndering if they had. been given a \>laming. 

It seemed to Il!e it i.vas all coincidence. LiteralLy, there \•las JH1S Despatch 

and one American gun- boat caJled the Erie and that '"as it. 

I suppose the ,Jc.\panese fishing fleet got interned then, eh? 

Ye~? . It did. \.Jc: clidn't have any part of that. The 1'> nterican sloop -cook care 

of that . 

Or the Peruvians. 

No. t~o, they V>'ent back to several Central l\ merican countries. Some of 

-cbent might have been from Panama but others I·Jere from Costa Hica, e-cc. 

Do you re,-ne mbe you Engine•2r Officer in Despatch, particularly? 

Yes, I do. He was a very kindly French gentleman. He v~as Cornmander 

l3 oosey anc) he was a Cunard Steamship Engineer vJbo in peacetime had been in the 

PNF ivit:.h the i11teclocking l·.'avy stripes. r:l._~ v.' as called in the Navy <,/hen war started 
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and he spent the \Jar in the Navy. The Senior Engineer ~~1as a Lieutenant Bloomer Hho 

had b·2en a classmate of Harry ~Jinnett and Eear- .~dndral ,Jac!< Cc>..lchvell. I shared a 

cabin with an Engineer from Jamaica. I think he \vas part ,Jamaican anc1 part Enrjlish. 

His raother h'as English and. his father 'das Ja111aican. An c:nYfully nice fellO'tl . f-Ie had 

been a Rhocles Scholar and got his engineering degree at Cam~rid~Je . So when we vvere 

in t he Hest In dies he was a big help to us. 

Yesf of course, he would be. 

H•2 kne v1 his \··l ay around quite welL 

Did you get good trainin~; Viith the RN then? 

Yes, I c.Jdf excellent traininsl . I got a \.Jatch- J\ eeping ticket and I was puc 

on v.,;atch <rJ ith another engineer, in fact, it vias this Jamaican fell0\·1 r \vho I:Jas the 

one I v/as understudying, John !'!ilner was his name. He'd been in the Navy a couple of 

years at -chat time and had bad some experience. I\loorner; the Senior r::ngineer, vJas 

very e xperienced so I SJOt very good training. They were all permanent f orce EE As 

and Chief Sto!.:::ers and Stoker Petty Officers, etc. Some of the more junior ratings 

ldere Hostilities Only but chat ship ha.d been based in Bermuda before the Viar started 

and had not been back to England. So she bad a pre- war crew on board except for -che 

odd replace ment <!lho hacl been sent out. 

Sor you got your H '\: . 

Yes. I got my \·JK in four I;tonths which v1as about the P1illirnum you could 

do it in. I think you were supposed to do a·c least four months. I got it just about four 

Ti\Onths to t he day. i\ fter we'd left Trinidad and the Caribbean 'vle Hent over to l•iest 

Africa . \·~·2'cl had a minor accident on board, a piece of machinery blew up and feJl 

apart. So v;;e were told to go back to r:::ngland; to C hatham Docky~for some repairs. 

He ~vent back to England. He went right around through the North Sea . V·7e didn't go 

through the Ch2.nnel, stoppen overnight and anchored at Greenock, in the Clyd~ and 
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th2n the next:. day '>le v1ent to Chatham . \·.re did a fuJl rdit there. I quess we \'i·2re 

there t~·lO or three months. I enjoyed every minute of that ship, unfortunately I 111ade 

the mistake of going up to Lonrion to make my number at the Naval r1 i...c;si on in London 

and t:.he Captain's Secretary took one look at me and said, "He 've been \Jondering 

where you \·Jere" . And about a vvee!<: later I got a signal saying I vlas to return to 

Canada. 

Is it true that some ship 's evaporators are more efficient than ocbers? I was 

vJo1xJering about Despatch. .7\ m I right in saying it takes about a ton of fuel to make a 

ton of vl ater. 

Yes. I think it's something like thac. ~lind yo\t they have rnore efficient 

evaporators nml, they have all along. Gut the evaporators \·Je had :iJ1 that ship and an 
the ships I served in during the 1,1ar \·.Jere very crude. They ·,vere just inch--an- a- halE 

tubes coiled around inside a big drum . You put s team through the coils and slit water 

on the outside and you boil the solt 1.vater ancl t:.he steam went out the top and vJ,J.S 

taken a',.;ay and conclensed and 1r1as fresh Hater. But !:he salt 'v~Jater caked up the 

tubes and they got coatr::d thicker and thicker and thicker Hith scale till the point 

you couldn 't make any wat er 'ditb them. Then you'd have to take the cojJs out and 

c1escale the m. 

Is t hat condenserit:is? / 

Gen, you don't have to further 

That's Hhen you get a leaky ... . 

. j·-)JIJ 
·'\j.!\(}J 

my education at the expense of the 

/1 

Ah, you 're getting &:'"llt •,vater in vl ith f r esh water, that 's right. 

n rnn, hmn. 

So you 've returned to Canada. 

Yes. I did get a vJeek's l eave and went home to Saskatcbe \·7an. I quess i\: 



10 

\ ·!JS t vJO ,,_,. eek's leaver but by the t:iFlE.: I got t.her e a \ ·Jee!~ of it Has cilr eady gone. 

Thc:n, I t.hink it Has at. that .~I qot engaqed to my iJife. 

Cl<:jref Villols si.ttinq llome waiting for you now . 
1\ 

Yes. J3ut now I IE!member that that 'VJas a Jittle later. I ivas sent to l-HlCS 
. ' (l'' . . ' .SJU~:!_te , a mmes•.veepeja~ my JOb t.hen:: Has reill)l (there is only one engineer in a 

rnine.svJeeper )j~ there 1,1as a 1r1arrant engineer an c'! my job ~~'as to understudy hi H1 and 

ev2ntuaJly replace him and he \.·JOUlcl go on sor;te•;;here else. I Clid that. I think I was 

tmderstudy :for about a month. I-1e v1as sent off -eo 'Jreater things somev1here. 

Are you still a .Sub- Lieutenant? 

I \Jas s-Lill Sub-Lieutenant; ')'ES. You bad to tle a sub--Lieutenant for tv.;o 

years, unless you \J ere age b7enty-six, or better. Then it \·J as ortJy one year. It 

seen c::d unfair to us, at the tim,2. Anyv;ay, that •.,Jas the way ]t v1as. I came back to 

Canada in the spring of '4~ \·Jith one year •s seniority as Sub- l:.,ieutenant. I spent 

ailother ye<·lr as a Sub- Lieutenant. 

In _Quinte. 

l\io . Phile I was in the ()ui.nte I got involved in an automobile accioent doi,J!l 

in Lunenburgr J.Jova Scotiaf anc3 I bad to be sent avJaV for a ,_,,eek or tviO convaJscent 

leave. I I·Jas on crutches. \j.Jhen I came back I found that _Quinte had met ',v ith an 

accident anc'i she had gone to t:he bottom, somewhere along the straight of Canso. Sh2 

c:m G-ccj round and sank . 

Ob c\id she? 

I think they eventually refloated her. 

You \Jere lucky, you ~now . You leave .::m anchorage v·lhere the following 

ship get;3 ton)edoed and you leave another :::hip ancl she SJOes aqround. 

Yes. f~he i ·l as gone. Anyway, t.here iv as another r:1inesw eeper that need eel an 

engineer officer called the Clayoquot. So I '17 as the Engineer Officer of Clayoquot for 
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five or si:{ months and then .. . 

\·lhat yec.~r are we into noi·l? 

~~3 . 
~---

1:·rhere was -~layoquot vwrkin9? 

On t he trian<Jle run froJ'1 IIalifax to ne\·i York and Boston and then 

t1e1.;foundland. 

Arri ac\:lon? 

\Je drop;;x~d :Lots of depth charges but lr.'e never se:nJ the results. VJe seemed 

t o be in fo~1 most of tt1e tiEJe. Our big<Jest job \·las trying to keep the stragglers back 

in -che convoy. 1,,/e used to go and dr op a f e<,J dept h cbarg.§§ .l~·~?id_e_thew anc~ that ----- . ~- . ..,_,_ -··~ ... ·- --·-~· -

Hot.lld nake them scurry bac!.; . 

\Jho was your Captai.n? 

Fir:;-c of all the Captajn of the {!uint e Vias Lieutenant l'Jicol and the C&ptain 

of the Clayoquot in <Lieuten::lnt HE Lade, l~CN1:;. left her in ,-,pril~\ Lieutenant C.L. 

cam pbell R c tJ V R 'cook over fro m hi~ I IJaS not there t hat long . I :lbeca me a kin cl of 

exp2rt in refits o~ these P,angor minesv1eep2rs and as fast as I got one thew they'd 

t:ake me off that ship and put me in another one. So th2 next one I ~r·ient to was che 

I left the H·2d Deer and at that st age 'J i.JJie Porteous clecided (he 'clas still ( P.ec:i Deer. 

f51rector of Engineering Personnel) and he decidecl he needed a repr ·2sentati.ve in 

aali.Eax and so I \•Jas tal<:en off the ship and appoint:ed as the Engineer Officer of 

S~adacona; 'l'lhich i·Jas quit e a rlifferent job than being Hillie Porteous' representative. 

But I did t 'il o jobs . I handled the appointments of junior engineer officers cq sl11ps, 

this time there vJ ere 
~t 0\_. ~-__,__..,__.~- ·-~ 

fi[Ly or-a hundred ships a round HeJifax and 
-\-v'vt ..e..... 

everyooe three or 

four of them 'l'lould come i n, one c£ thern woulo have someone Hho had got sick or bad 

to leave :is1 short notice. I \Wuld range for appointments. 

'I'hat v,'as one job, what VJas the other one? 
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'I' he other job Has being the so- called boss of :311. the engineering personnel 

in S~adacona; and thF'{ v1ere thousands~ as you can imagine. He vJere a nanning Depot. 

I v.' asn 't responsjJ)le for the cJraftins.- in or out, but I v.1as responsibe for them v.Jhile 

they \\'ere there. By biggest job in that capacity v.1as providing boilec--cleaning parti,.::s. 

All the ships of: the Poyal N<wy, the Ce.nadian navy anc1 A1:1erican navy: any that 

came in anc] out of Halifai(r had to have boilers cleaned abou-.: every five hundred 

hours of operation. 
- ~\ ~Q__, 

It doesn't take very long . So you need masses of r)eopl.e to go on 

board the 'ltB&~~xusbes and chipring ham nter.s and so on and descale the boilers. I 

rer:ternber one b.m•2 a l arge converted passenger ship vJith forty-two boilers came in. I -----·-
think v1e had to serv.'l about n:iJ1e hundred men aboard on short notice to clean the 

boilers. 

lifho 'd be in charge of that? 

Of the boiler cleaning? 

A bunch of c R As? 

no, there \vero. 

stoker :ros? 

Yes, they \-lould be clivi..::'Jed up into \-Jor l~ing parties and each party would 

have a Petty Officer or somebody in charge and tht?n there Has a regulatin<;:j office 

\·lith a Chief stm~er i n charge. I nad an overall rer:Julating office with a ·\:arrant 

Engineer and the Chief stoker to look aft er. I bad that job for just a year. '...\y this 

t..i.r:te the River class frigates Vi ere starting come into corn mission. 

Before 1ve get to the frigates. It doesn't -cake mucb to be an ordinary 

seaman or an able sea1nan. They sort of learn as the:/ go along. But '>vere you qettiiJg 

trained people i.n the engi.11e rooms as stokers and motor ][lechanics. See, a mo-.:or 

titechani.c 1··7ould have a ticket1 othenvise he vJoul dn't come in as a motor rnechanic. 

\·!ell, he'c~ haw: a ticket of sorts. You knov1, he1d have been v:orking in a 
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garage or something . 1\ctuallyr the prairie boys, th::: farP ters' son::3 v1ho '<ne \'J how to 

fil{ tract.ors~ ·dere as good people as any you could get. ~J henever a ~1roup ol: s t okers 
/ 

was recruited, they •c~ere sent c.o tr::cLninq camp SOllte 'tl here for ,~~i'3ci;;Jli.nary training 

and parade- ground stuff for a fe w vieeks. Then they ~iere sent to what •.vas i::nmm as 

a Ilechanica1 rl'raining Establishment, either Halifa::<: or P.SC:~~malt . __ ,.. __ . ---~ ~-..... .. ... ---- ~ _. ... 
Yes. I had f O[tJOtten IYi 'I':C . That's uhere tbey di (] t heir first t ecbni.ca.l 

training. 

Yes. They l earned the e(}Uivalent of i·Jhat we learned at Kings at ·1TE. 

Except they bad more tooJs anc3 things to play v! ith. Ours v1 as blackboard stuff and 

theirs was on tbe job traininq. 

\·Jell, that's interesting. Dan Lang, I must tell you (t his is an extraordinary 

thing) I don't know Hhat his social connections 'i·lere then, I know what they are 

novJ - but when he vas an Acting TeHtporary Probationary Sub-Lieutenant v1as senc. to 

th? Hamilton area to recruit electricians and motor mechanics and l1e recruited a~)out 

eight hundred. 'l'heS·2 guys didn 't have t o join the Navy and tbe Hamilton people cJidn't 

have to let them go. I don 't know bmv Dan Lang ever did it hut he did. They all 1:ent 

off to thes•2 training establishments that you 've juSt. Fientioned. 

Hr:m hmn, hmn hmn. ,Just an interesting aside, while I \ias r;ngineer Officer 

if Stadacona I discovered £iJing cabinets full of stokers' history sheets \·lhicb should 

travel 1.·1 ith the ::;taker 1 . .vhenever he 1.4ent from one ship to another ; but they never had 

the people to do the paper Hork so t hey ~.wuld a.rrive in Halifa:,: l.l ith their history 

sh:::et and there it stayed. I managed to ·:j '2t those things filled out and brought up to 

date and I si9ned them for everybody else and sent them on to catch up with people . 

But the j_:=.oint I Has going to lead to wasr a year or t•tJ o :)efore that, a whole lot of 

stokers had been sent over to the Royal Nav~ ' for training and they got corrtplet ely 

lost. Nobocty kne',J where they were. 'I'he .J\dm:U·a.lty ';.Jith their rather loose 
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ar;pointinent ani'J drafting syst em had sent a bunch of them off to the I'ledi tr'rranean ........,..,..___1 ....... .., ....... , 

to join ships t i]er e cuYJ so more to the South Atlantic. Then ~~~l1 en we asked t he 

A6111jralty to send t.hese people back ·- "I;JeU vve don't know ~,;:1en:: t.hey ar e. '' I 

remember one officer \·'ias sent OV·2r to t hQ Royal Navy for about six I:lont'ns just to go 

around from ship to ship to see if he could find t i1ese guys and 9et thent to COll tC 

hone. 

Is tbat the way VJ e found t:he m? 

Yes. 

Hi:1o ,,,as sent over? Do you know? 

Yes. I t:hi.nk it \,Jas Commander Sir:1pson \vho I believe is still alive and 

living on Vancouver Island. I' m not sure, he may have die? by JlO\v . ~-&JI--vrS, 
C () • ~ 1tt IVI.A_, l ~ SJ.JJI. '-\ <chuckle> I've heard thaJ vu-ow ,_\ 

You heard that. 

I heard t hat they disappeared but I didn 1t kno w bmv vJ e got thelll back . 

sent m f·1ontreal to be t ):je Engineer Officer of the frigate, the Stpnetmm Vlhich is a 
terrible name for a sea-going vess·2l. It t.Jas name after the to·,>n-ct St. r·Jary 's in 

Ontario. For some reason it couldn 1t be:: called i'1lary's and so s tonetoh'n meant: 

sornething to people in that area and so He Here callecJ Stonetmm. \'le dtily 

conmd::J.Sioned and you ask·2d the c1uestion earlier about: training. I found t hat my crew , 

except for a Chief Stoker and a Chief En A and a couple of others joined th·2 ship the 

night bc.:fore v.Je commissioned. And I sat in th2 little engineer's office intervievJi.ng 

c.hes·2 fello'dS fron about si x o 'clock untJl midnight: tbe night before \.Je were to 

accept the slri.p. I f ound t here v;ere just enough I;.Jbo had been to sea before to form 

one \latch. I put them all on the one Hatch for the first: because 'de had to go out 

and do a full power trial and acceptance trial and so on, in the St . Lavnence River. I 



reckoned I didn't \·lant to ta\.::e e:my chances at th3.t point . ,c:;o vJe 1dem: out and did the 

acceptance trial, came back in, tied up anc1 had a bit of rest. Tr1en vJe civided them 

up in three 'datches \'Jith tvw green men anc.l one ex[_)erienced rne:m on each watch. 

Som ello' '' or other we blundered along and did all riqht. I stayed in that ship until the 
..... """"""~ •• .~...... ~. ' •:., s.: 

''lar ended, in fact, beyond that. I'll go bad; in a minute and tell you '-ihat we did. 

e ut '·" ilen the war ended she was one of the shi i?S t hat vJ as s<:::lected t o go -eo the 

Pacific. I \.vanted to go to t he Pacifier but I discovered if you volunteered to qo to 

the Pacific, the first tt1:Lng they did uas take you off the ship and send you on l eave 

because you wer(.::: suppos·ed have leave before you 11ent. And you never got back to 

ship v-1here you 1d been. I want ed to stay ,,vith the ship I was in and go to the Pacific, 

so the only way I could ge-e there was to not volunteer. Th2 idea being that on th·2 

eve of departure I 'i lOuld then volunteer and I woula go \-lhen it was too late to t ake 

!lie off. Ho',vever , the \var encl2d before "d e got c:he refit finished . \t·1e were in 

Lunenburg refitting the Sto, etovm when the vlar ended. \.Je celebratled VJ- Day vJ ith 

soine sort of a dance on the government Hha.rf in Lunenburg. 

I knm·J Lunenburg. I took my shi:?s to refit clm·.J n there. 

Just to go back - after '.ve left n ontreal we v1ent t o Berruucla and did some 

\·JOrkups . 

Has Dyer there, I\en Ac!arus? 
--·-·---·~-- ' 

Ken Dyer 1,:as the Training Commander and Captain !\dams \11as the CO. 

'das the v1orkir1g up any good. 

lJot really. \Jell, I guess i t ',vas from a sear.1an's point of view . It was no 

good fro m my point of vieH . 

Did they have anything for engineers do\H1 there? 

Po, no. Nothing at all. 1-.fe just made the ship go \vherever these guys 

,vante.:! it to go to do be v.(natever drills they wanted to do. But it \.Jas mainly 
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seamanship type of v1orking up, gunnery and that sort of thing. 

Yes. 

\ ,Te had a s t range fellmv as a Traini r1g Officer , Tuffy f1ac krtight. You 

probably heard of hi m. 

Oh, yes. Very argumentative type. 

Yes. Not much personality. 

!:-le's got a lot of personality and it's a:n unpleasant. 

<chuckle> Yes. Ol<:ay. Anyway, he was Training Officer . Instead of qoing 

bac k to Halifax as '"'e Here supposed t o do to get pr operly stored up and everything. 

He \•lere neerled right av.1ay t o form a ne'd e:-:3cort group called c 8 an~. ·~r;e to be 
.... ····.~·~~-

the senior ship. 

\o.Jho 1,-1 as your C aptair!? 

The Captain of the Stonetown was Bill 1'1offat, a !'lontrea1er and a 

pea cetirn e R C N\i P officer. 

A quiet- spoken chap, J::,ald. 

A ni ce fellovl, ra'chf:':r a bit on t he nervous side, but a nice fellovJ . AnyvJay, 

vle were S<2nt straight from E,erntuda to Londonclerry and 1,ve encountered the I·JOrse 

stor m I' ve e ver seen. It Has just a\Jfu.l. \Ve 1vere travelling f uTI- speecl t he whole tir,1e 

because we had a cleadline to meet. It did a fair a r.10unt of damage to the ship on the 

way acr oss. 

Rivets? 

~ Yes, rivets 

!I oville "R-2 'vJhere they 

and fra.mes, boa.ts stove in and that sort of thing. ~Je got to 

had a 

took on oil on the '"ay into 

tanker at \<hich you oiled, t The procedure '!as, you 

t he harbour so that you ,,,1ere ready for anything 'llhile 

you VJere th::re. But v[e never got beyond the t anker. They decided that t.Je 1.vere to 

CJO back t o the convoy tbe next Clay. ~Je ' d been aHay fror,1 h01ne base for three or 
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four mo;il:hs at this stage; to nake utatcers \vorse one of the cre \v rnernebersl one of 

_, y Stoker Petty Officers went beserk anc1 attc:cked the First Lieu'c.enant Vlit:.b a 

broken bottle and macle an ai·Iful nH:ss of r.hings. ~1/ e had to core v1ith that crisis while 

we 1vere taki.rllJ on fuel and gettin<J ready to go back, so little ambulance boats were 

coining and qoing, other boats manned "vvith Vrens Here bringin~r mail and others Here 

bringing us a. fe \,7 fresh t)rovisions. 

An eventful nisrht. 

This iJas an event:ftll night. Fl u-c. \ve sailed during the night anrJ joined up 

'vJith the convoy v1 ith four or five others ships that had formed c 8 and \v e went back 

'eo St . ,John, Ne v~foundland . 

\·<ie 're in 1945 nm-.', are \Je . 

Hait a minute, I joi'1ed tile Stonetovm in the sum mer o£ ' 44. 'J.'his ilould be 

the fall of '44 i'lhen •d·2 1.·/·::mt. into nov:ille . And we did convoys for the rest of the 

war. Vie cU.d severcJ~ back and forth from Lonc1onclerry to St. ,John's, N·2~•Jfoundland . 

c 8. 

C 8 flotilla . The Senior Officer vias an ex- merchant service man, Charlie 

Copelc:md~,.,;ho bad been the narine Superintendent for the t1 ersey Paper CoHi pany 

~]O\vn in Liverpool, Novo. Scotia. 

Hhat ship i·-i'as he in? 

He \Jas in the Stonetov1n too. \,of e had the c 0 in the senior ship. 

Do you remem ber the names of tbe other ships in the group? 

Yes, Poul1el maker Vi as the other friC}ate and the LJ~.sid'i'? and Humberstone 
C / / 

-./ \,.;ere t·,qo Castle class corvettes and t:VJO other corvet.tes v1hose names escape ll!e at 

t he momr2nt, but you can find that out. 

That's enough infor mation for the Historian to go on iE he Hants. 

(~inny Hayes I.<Jas the Captain of the GU(~lph, one of the other corvettes. 
~ ... ..._____ .__., _ _,_ ........ _ J; ~I ¥". .., • 
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Don Holder \das Captain of the Leasicle . 
.. ----· --~ ,._ ~-- .. ···- ~"-·---·-·- .~ .. ~ -

I kno\-7 Don, yes. 

From Sa.int ,John, Uevv UnmsHicl~ . 

You '.·Jere an escort group. \·Jere you doing hunter/killer duties or viere you 

1r1itn a convoy? 

No, \v' e st:uc'- i·lith the convoy. Hl1en He 'd get tl1e convoy within so many 

r:tiles of the Irish coast we were met by another group \vho took thera the rest of the 

i·lay. Usually to Liveq)ool. And th•? sarne coming out. t·Je 'd pick up a convoy off che 

coast of Ireland. 

I don 't think t here Has l! tuch submarine activity at that time. 

0 h, yes there ... ,, as. It wasn't as bad. 

It. Hasn 't as bad as ' 43. 

No. I think there Here lots of submarines but they IN'eren't having the 

success that they had earlier on. 

Did you lose many ships? 

Yes, we lost quite a fe\J . Again, He dropped depth charges aJl over the - --~.,... - ..... ....., ~.~.: ... ~£t·~~V\ 

place on contact but 1,.ve never really say the results. So ~<Jhether v.1e sank any 

submarines or not we don't knoH . Dut certainly they <.vere there and we dicl lose sorf\ e . 

Did you notice a change in the \:?ngine- room cre<.Is of ''15 to '1!2? You k.novl 

it wc..sn 1t untiL 1943 or Eii14 that the E en really got expert. \•·!ould you arJree vith 

tnat? 

I' 1n not sure. \.-ifhat do you mean? Do you mean \·Je ·\';er:2 better trained in 

' 45? 

Hell, He ·,·Jeren't trained at all :Eroiil '39 to ' 42. Everybody IBS learning 

their trade. 

Yes. But, on the otb2r hand, although we had Htore trai11ed Deople, we bad 
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a lot more ships too and I don't think the training ever caught up to L.he nu mber of - .... .__ .. ,.. . .r--_ ........ _ . .,.J 
ships ':J e ·,v ere ru anrill1 ~f . 

\Jell 110\J, that's a good point. 

Yes, and the cre~.JS were just about as green, I thi.nk1 in ' 45 2..s in ' 42. 

Th:1t 's a very interesting poir1t. The clilution in the RC lJ 1;.,r as fifty reserves 

to one per ruanent force . Tbo2 RP."N was t\·Jenty to one. rrhe IU\J was only ten to one. ._____ I 
4 'hat1S '.:hy \ne RN Has only ten to one ~at's why the r:.n really dici turn in a better 

performance~~~ ~ ~Cy-4o · 
T11 none of these frigates and the three minesweepers I've been telling you 

about, never C:i cl anyone see a permanent fore·~ officer. ~··J e ~v ere all RC NV H. or R N\1 R 

and as far as t:he 1 ~1en ·~vere concerned there v1as the occasional Petty Officer '!lho 

v1as permanent force sprinkled in through the crm·td. 

Got t:here by mistake. <chuckles by both> 

1\lmost. They had to a certain amount of seatirne the same as every~)ody 

(::ls•2; so t hey were there. rl'he permanent force, and I don't criticize the Navy for this, 

tenc1ed to regard the destroyers as rer-:1uiring the permanent force people. 

\! Jell, they v-1ere more complex l'.lachines. 

TlLy IJere much more cornplex and ships like the Haida, auron, At:habaskan 

a.nc1 Iroquois were put to a test every night. 

Yes. Elarticularly in the Channel in those years. 'i'hey sank dozens of ships 

in six months. 

I later on served as Chief l~ngineer in Haida for the best part of a year. 

Is your war just about over? 

~-?ben 'lE- Day came we H·2re in Londonderry having just delivered a convoy. 
-~~-····__._ .... _ ................. ~ .... ,_ "' 

\·Je took a convoy back . I don't know why we did but liie did any•r~ay. On t he Hay back: 

a submarine surcenclered to us and vias told v11here to qo aRc'! given -:i,RgL:£-IJ.Gti~l=l£~-?It .f/) 
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was a racher humorous little i.ncirh::nt. It took us quite by surprise, a submarine on the 

surface. There \,Jas a frantic cc>Jl ·\1'1ent throughout the ship for anybody Hho could 

speak; German to come: to the bridge right away. The ship and the submarine 11ere 

eventually stear:ting along si.de by side and \le v1ere communicating by bull horn. The 

only fellow \vho could speak any Ger man 1vas a young man from I< itchener; Ontario, 

lvho couldn't speak very much. He '"'ras b•2ing fed the questions by the Captain that be 

vlas to asl< the subinarine. The fust question i;Jas to find out Fhat her pennant nu mber 

was. 'I'he voice was going throus:Jn over the air saying, "Voss is your nu mber '' ? Or 

something like that and after a bit a voice came back in very clear English c:md said, 

"In t he int.'o:rests of speedinq up this process, I SLlggest t hat all f uture corn munications 

be in EngJis1." That 'das a real put dow n. He \¥as closer to the UK than he was to 

Ne\,Jfoundland, so he was given instructions as to where to go to depot. 'd e Hent back 

to Newfoundland a nd the l·lar in the Pacific was still going on. So VJe spent about 

three or four months, fro m 'il E- Day, up urrtil the e nd of July carrying troops frorn St . 

John 's, Newfoundland to Quebec City, as they were being demobilized v1e were t a king 

them back . They v1eren't bei.1g de mobilized fast enough to keep us very busy so it was 

rather pleasant. \J e 'c s pend two or t hree days at sea and then vie'd have a \4eek in 

Que bec City. I vlas uarried by t hen and my v.tife came t o Quebec City and stayed 

tnere for t he summer. v·le then ;,;ent to HaJifax to get ready for refit to go to the 

Pacific and ,,,e '.vere sent to Gedford Basin to put our ammunition on the jetty . \de did 

so and got 

repairs and 

back to Halifax Dockyrard an,P.,.s~:!F9 pulling 
(tw;VtA.J,t,w\,UdN\ .J,2Q_F v-

booml 'l'he ~~! went up. Our ammutlition, I 

some machinery apart for 

guess, v1 as the first to go 

becaus·e we'd just put it there. 7'-Jl shi.ps were told to raise steam and get the 11ell out 

oE there . \ h:: CJicl and got everything back together and went around into the North 

Hest )\rm and jus t played around there for awhile . The next day we ~<.J ent back into 

Halifax Harbour. 
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,..,slips and couldn.'t get an)".lhere. 

\le qoc out because 'de'd been ElobHe. He were then sent to Lunei1hurq for 

refit c.mCl 1.-.rerc:: still refitting \11hen VJ- f\ay cane along a nd then I left the ship there 

anfl had a little leave. 

'l'hat1S the sum mer of ; 45. \Jhe.:1 did you do your boarcl to transfr:::r to RC: 1:-1? 

About February ' 4G. After I l(~ft the :.:;tom::tovm I 1'1as sent to OttaHa to ____.____ _____ .... H .... -~ ...................... _.. ... ~ ... ,.-·~ • 

Naval Heariquan:.ers and I spent. about eightr.:::en months there. I stay,?d in Otta1.-Ja until.. 

January ' 4 7. L< the meantime I transferred to the R c N in P ebruary ' 4 G. f\ y j b, vlo.ue 
I v1as in Otta\'711\ I l.o./as nominally attached to the Per.sonnel Deparcwe:nt; but I 1r1as 

.-::oi ns:J an engineering job. The Co1n mandh1g Officer navel Divisions \·.Jbo had nm an 

i.nc;ependent e 11pire Ciurinq the 1,\'ar, \'i'as suddenly put uncler the Chief of Personnel in 

Otta'v~O. . He had acquired 2Jl .:::orts of vessels in one form or another: including the 
t ' 

\-Jhicl\ ~1ere in Victoria right nov.1 . :::.;o somehody had to be responsibJ.~.:o for 
1\ 

getting these sbipsr yacht.s and boats1 i nto the hands of the rightful ovmers. 

0 h, yes, yr::;s. 

This 1.vas quite a big job. I spent, I guess a year at it. i\ t this s tage, b12ar in 

in mi.td, all these lovely yachts 1.vi'.::.h mahogany panels that had been painted CJT<:::y, 

i nside and out. Th<2y looked no more like ,,,hen v1e goc them than she could fly. The 

a~Jreernent betileen the O'w·ner of the yacht and the navy was a one- page thine! which 

.said sinply that the ovmer agr•2ed to lend his ves;el to ct·1e Navy for the duration of 

the \•lar and trie t<iavyr in turn, agreed that aft.er the war she I"'OLUcl be returned to 

hifl t in the sar.1e good condtion that she was received. IIy job v/as to make good on 

;::hat l atter pointr \v' ith no rn anrJOI;Jer of any kind. Everybody was beinq clentobilized aU 

over the place. I had the unenviable job of going cap in hand to see people like .John 

Davi cJ ::=:aton 'l'lbo hacJ owned one of these yachts; an•J Gorclon Leach '.d<o l1ad been tbe 

mmer of t.he Orlole, (he v1as u )per Canada Steamship Con pany He's (]ead but hif.; ~;on 
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noYI m1 ns those sru,_s, I'"' not sur'V , Myhow, I 

deviseci the tactic of recognizing: on the one barH-'lt that 'de coul(Jn 't make c;JOOd on our 

still runs . . . I guess P :ml ~ ·1 artin, Jr. 

r;.,ron1ise because ,,;e didn't hav2 the manpower. All He l1ad was money and not too 

nuch of that. On the other hand, tl1ese yachts iJef e pretty old vJhen ue got them and 

wer e getting out of elate; and rnost of the O\·mers dther ilidn1t want tbern anymore or 

wante(] to get a b'2tter one. ,So they Here rather susceptil")le to Floney :ii1;:,--tead of their 

boats bein\:l returned. So I \:Jent and in every case struck a deal v;ith them . 

Did you? 

I reckon that \ ·l e could put this yacht for eight een thousand dollars or 

t';.,r entv-five thousands dollars, or ';Jhatever the figure Has; 'dhich 1vere big sums in 

those days. 

' _o_jt,IJ__;)\ 
~u,~~ , ~ 

That'"' right. 

ETO>i be \ .Je just give you a check f~J>~hat amount .:::.ncJ you ti:lke her 2: ... vay 

for 'dhat she is. And everyone of them boughlf If they had called our bluff and said, 

"not you fix it a nd deliver it to my door.;, \.Je vJouJd have been in a terrible st ate; 

because rem·2n1 eber the Navy was cut frort~ ninety thousand . down to seventy-five 

hundred, or sor;1ettJ:ii1g. <chuckles from both> That ~·Jas my Viar wind up, really. 

So your v;;ar lasted unt.ill947 . 

Y·2s. It di d. 'I'hen I Hent L1ack to sea as Chief of Haida . 

f ibo i .J as drivi ng Haida then? 

Frank Calcl\..;eJl. .She had been in Reserve from the end of ' 45 until the 

beqinning of ' 4 7 and she 1··7 as the first of the destroyers to be brought back out of 

Reserve. ; .. ;re had che c'licrlac <·Jhich hacl be·en built in Halifax and corn itlissioned 

tovl ards the encJ of the v.J ar 2:nd Haida I·! as t he third one of the destroyer S'Juac3ron 

'lilich .... Je formed under Captain Pullen, v1ho was Captain D. 

That \,vas a rea1 engine r oo111 there,- eh? 



Yes, it was. 

You must really have enjoyec'i tha-c enqine roo m. 

Yes, I di6. In fact, I had the pleasure of going t hrough it just about a 

month ago. rl'he ship is in Toronto ancl I asked if I could <JO on board with mv 'dife and 

·..ve vvere shmvn arouncJ. I hardly kn2H my \•lay around the ship. 

rorty thousancl horsepov1er, "iJas it? 

Forty--four, I believE~ so, three hailers. Anyway, that vias the end of -che war 

ancl the beginning of pE~acetirne navy as far as I was concerned. I didn;t do too lon'] in 

Haida v_rhen sarne lhllie Porteous got me again. He dr aqged rne into the . .Jockyaro t:o h·2 

in charge of the design section, the section that did the modern:i.zations. I rerne rn ber 

one of th2 things \ve i1ad to do ,,.,as turn the St . Stephen into a weather ship from a 

fdgate: . So we turned h2r i nto a i:Jeather ship 'd :i.tb tall rnast>s; sa:i.J.s t o help make her 

steady in the wind vJhen she VJas hove to. ;.;!dnny Hayes 'das the first Captain. 

Sorry,, it vJas Chad>··lick . You're quite rightr Chacl 1rJith a ~)eard . I did that 

jo~J from 1 948- 49 and in the summer of '50 I \J as transferred to the west coast and I 

\vas Senior r-:ngineer of the :~ntario . 

You' re a tvJo-and-a-half no\v . 

Yes. I got promoted to Lieuc.enant-Comr;Jander in F·2bruary ' 48 . 

And you're Senior of Ontario. 

Yes, and I was th2re for t t,J o y·2ars. 

Yotlr Captain started out as Brocl~ . 

Nop it v1as PuJlen again. I bad b-2en '.-Jith hi m in Otta\-123. when he ~1a.s 

D:iJ::·ector of Uaval Heserve. I ','las with hi m when he was Capt ain n in Halifax and by 

this time he: Vias Captain of the Ontario. He ~~as the Captain my first. year there and 

the second year 
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Oh ye:s, of courser he led the destroyers out that were: r;oinq to Korea. 

'ri1at's ric.;ht and ii1 fact, he '1'7 as very annoyed that he r-,cimiral in charge of 

the f'acific Fleet in Victoria woulCln't allm1 hint to nave all the quns put back on 

Ontario. They had been t.::.'lkr?:J. off, the turrets. I-Te wanted '.:o go to Korea \Jith the 

guns blazing . YJhen \ve qot to Pearl Harbour (vl e vJere on our way at this time, to 

Austra:ti2, ) to escort t he Pearl Harbour and give them a bit of fuel on the '"lay and 

t:hen carry on to Austre:dia . f3 ut Captain Ptlllen didn 't .like takinq no for an answer so 

h-2 \.Tent up to see AcJmiral Halsey, \Jho 11as C-in-C Pacific Fleet. He tried to 

persuade him that be needecl a cruiser to go to Korea with these destroyers. JJaJsey 

saic'i, "No, your Navy Cioesn't \,1ant you to go there, they \vant~ you to go to Australia. 

Get going." It i•7as a long trip. The first time the - c.a£;0~\\had sent a ship to 

J~ustrz:Uia . It certainly vJa:c; che fust ti.me afb'?r the 1·1ar and I don 't.. think they sc~ rrc one 

before the \;-Jar. 

Hhat ~id you do in Austra.lia? I never knew about this. 

\l c-o did joint exercises "''ith the AustraJian F1c-~et, the NevJ Zealand Fleet, 

the Indians and Paldst ans. 

Did yOU? 

Yes. i'>,n anchorage in Jervis Bay 1'1as our sort of base for op2rations. \j ,fe 

\vould go out and come back in and anchor there. I reaJly got my first taste of strong 

curry. Boy it was hod 
' 

Curry. 

On the Innian and Pakist anian ships. They were speakinq to each ott1er. 

There never has been rnuch baa fee.ling bet1·1een navies . 

Ho. 'rhere vvasn't, tha-c. 1s true. 

The brotherhooa o!.' the sea is a very real thing. 
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Hmn, hr:m. \le went to :Jrisbane for a fe \.v days, tD Sydney for a few days, 
~ 

l'1elbourne Eor a fe\ ·1 day, !lofrt, Tasmania for a few days. Then oack to Falklar:d and 

and Hellington. 

'l'his is a great trip. 

life stopped in Pago Pago, Samoa on the way cloi·ln. In those days a ship 

arrived about every si.:.: months. Tl'1>2re was no airstrip there. The only tim;::: they ever 

sa11 any non-residents was l•lhen a srri.p came through. \Je \vere the first one they'd 

seen in three or four months. lde took mail and provisions ana things to them, that 

v1e'd been asked to take from l-Jonolulu, I tl'ri.nk . 

Jusc a shoct v1 ~rile ago they were that isolated, vJeren 1t they? 

Oh~ they \1ere rJelightful people. Then we l·v·ent to Fiji lvb:i.ch I·Jas much the 

saue thinq. Although Fiji Has on the shipping lane, virtually bet>·Jeen l\UStralia and 

North I\ m erica and so ships Here accustomed to shop in Fiji but not in Pago Pago. 

American Samoa v1as reany an island that belong·2d to the US Navy. Tbt~ Governor of 

the island was a Captc;.in, USl:l . 'rhe r·eason for that •,•1as it was a coaling station in the 

early days. 'I'i1at \·Jas its rilain purpose to provide coal for navy ships. So they put the 

\Jhole ·isla nd under the J.Javy. I ' m not saying the G.lr.mer! t:be island belonged to the 

Navy but the Governor 1·1as appointed by Conqres.s or by the President, or somethirlgr 

but he •.vas al\Jay.s a Nav0.1 Captai n. ne -,,as a Naval Capt<:dn then, 1951. He I;Jas just 

chans1ing over to the first civilian. I t:.f>ink the change-over occurred v;hile we \·7ere 

there . 

<other side of tape> 

You \vere COiit Hlander (E) in 1952? 

,July lst, 1<:152 an\'1 I was sent straight off to Otta1.va to Naval Headquarters 

again. That really began my serious engineerinq career ~·Jhere I got r:1ixed up in the 

ship desi~1n . I did that almm::t .for the n::st of my career \Iith the excertion of about 
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IrelancJ. I 

stood by her 1/Jhen she ;,; as building and became her ~st Chief Engineer. 

1\en Roy ,,;as ... 

Ken \•las the Supply Officer. 

The Captain Has Harold Groos and the Senior Officer Has ,Jeff Brock ancl 

later on v;e hacl Captain Landyfilore, after Groos. Bi•j Art l'icPnee \rJas XO . l"icPhee 

anel Landyi1tore werr2 there toqetherf I think the tallest officer and the sho:ct::est 

offic<~r 1ilere there togeth2r. 

He dic.ln 't like 

f'i cPhee, mostly because man; and also 

because he vJas so tall, I thi llK . 

I don•t k.nmJ . Landymore didn 't take a back .sr2at to anyboc'iy becaus,2 they 

That's right. 

He v1as ahvays puc.ting n cPhee do'Vm. I remember one story about hi m. He 

came over the side (this was -vihen he was f\clmiral1 J.J cPhee wasn't) and he said, "How 

are L.hings going? '' 

This is on L.ape. 

That's all right. 'l'hey don't k.no1d these stories in Ottav.;ra and it tells them 

something about the A. dmiral. And n cPhee said, "0 b; fine ." He saicJ , "Hov; many ki t WJ ifAJ 
have you nov1?' And l'icPhee narned one mofi2 than be'cJ told him the last tir:1e. t~~~(li 1 

c 

said, "Still fuckinq, E::h?" <chuckles> And that \WL1ld shock i\ rtr of cours·2. 
~ 

·~J/J "' I sr_ood by the sl1i.p i;'hile she vr as building and then served as the Engineer 

Officer frma the commissioning in early ' 57 until the surnn,er of ' 58, I quess. I \vent 
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over to Ireland in '55 and came back to Otta\la in ' 5C . So here I am , back in Otta\·Ja 

again and back in the sa me engineering Chiefls Departm ent Hhere I had l:x:~en 1Jefore I 
()-/ 

F rteous v1 as a P.ear- .'\dmiral by not,J. 

Yes; but he vJas still in Halifax. Admiral Knov1lc.on ''Jas the bo~;s man. But 

my boss, the first time I \'lent to Ottc:Ma was Corn modore navie, Cecil Davie, and 

la ter on i.Jhen I ca me back it was Cor;nTtodore ,Jack CaldvJeJl. Harry \·linnett and I 

<;Jer:e sort of equals at that:. star:Je. 

\That about t he Enc1inee:t.i.i19 Branch under I< no\,7lton and Porteous and ,Jack 

Ca.Ldv;eJl? ::-1m..; \•las it? I kno ·~' you're not going to say it 11as dreadful. 

Uo, ·no. First of all Cecil ;)avie was the first encounter I had \·lith t he 

per manent force enqineering people i11 t he ship- design area. Ee 1oember by this t i mer 

wr~ had started to bLLi.lcl the DEs. 'Il"tey \!V ere scartec1. in about 'Sl and I got into the 

program ii.! ' 52. It •,.Jas \v hile the Korean \ilar v;ras on that thes(:; Here start.ed. t ly boss 

\cJ as Com modore Davie and his boss '.-Jas Adri1iral I\nowlton. I t hit;k the professionalism 

1.vas pretty good. n ut 'vle O',,;ed all of our success in buil.oing those ships, not really m 

the navy but to C.D. Bowe. He was tne guy v1 ho made it all possible . ue <, ,Ja.s n:i.nister 

of everything, as you rerner: tbec One of bj ,s jobs (during tbe 1var they calli~d it 

l'lirll.ster of q ar r~im e Preparation, or so m eth:in(~J) but after the \v· ar the "-'as the First 

t'ii'lister o:E Defence Production Depart ment \.J hich \vas responsible for aJl the 

contracting. \Jell, we had nm·7here near enough t rainee! draughtSlnan and t echnicians 

and so on to build s hips. It itJas just ludicrous to t hink of it . He hadn't designed any 

strips during the war . \·le bacl built t he w; ~Jut t hey v;ere all built to Royal navy 

clra'>lings. 'l'he St . Laurent clas3 clestroyers were the first qroup that were really built 

t o Canadian design. He bad n. oJJ.y Ba.ker who was a Con:3tructor Commodore from 

r::ngl ana, who was the naval }\ rchit ect. \<ie had a f eH engi neers on loan to the R CN, 
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the dra\·vinq, there wasn't a snipyard in Canada l inO hacl any draughtsman to speak of, 

perhaps t hree or fouc. <;Je :Jeciaed to for m a thin~J callec1 the Naval Dra\-rLng Office i n 

i1ontren1, which had at its peak about t>.;o hundred and fifty draugntsl!ien, I guess. 

These people were all from Liveq,ool and Ne wcastle, Belfast, etc. The point was1 

through C.D. Ho~vle awarded an t hese contracts and the contractors were to build 

them the ships but the Navy v;as to hand then t he drawings. Of course, the Navy vias 

rJoirYj to have the C1rawi.r1gs which were goiiY:J t o be made in trill:; naval rm:n1ing 

O.Efice. .i\ nd all the shi;?yards ;.;ere going to send their drauqhtsman to us . \Jellr they 

didn 't have a ny to spare se; \ le nt:ver got c-,ny. T,Je went along to complaii1 t o C.D. 

Hmve about this at least the srlip tluilders did and s.Jid, "Look \ . .Je can't huilcl the ships 

on time if we can't get the drawings on time~He~/ why ar en't you getting the 

clraHings on tirne?" "The Navy hasn't any draughts~an. He banged his ~'1and on 

his desk and said, nv.JeJl, go a1,7ay ancl hire thelfl and lend them to the navy." :~o they 

all sent recruih :1~j officers over to all t he shipyards in England and hiretJ dra ughtsman 

VI hich they then l ent to 

111 as supervised .by the 

Canadian \,Tickers l·lho then fon ned a Drc.Hving Office •~J bich 

~'1avy. That's how 1.:;e got our ships bt.~ through U I\ '1_./ • 

t echnicians, there is no q uestion about t hi::;. 

The Royal Corps of Constructors. };3 t 11at what Bak12r ... ,as in? 

Yes. 

Has that t he nam·2. of it? 

Royal Corps of naval Constructors, r.; CN C; I guess i t v;ras. They •,·!ere all 

members of t he ?A'f?~?S??They li cre all constructors. They \··Jere civilians but 

they an had equivalent naval rank . 

Fergie vias one. nid you know Fergie? 
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H•2 had a ship of his O'i·ln that he designed. 
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i·las so proud of that ship. He started off "vl ith notbin~] . 

He i'las fron Scotland, \Bsn't he? 

Y. e.s, he vl as and be ended up with a ship that he desi gned. 

/\ ny\Jay, up until 1970 I vvas still in the Engineering field and e11ded up as 

Com modore in Charge of all the Technical Services. I bad the Hhole kabooc'ile o F 

constructors, engineers, electrical. 

Vlhat vvas your title then? 

I Has called Director General of flaritiril'2 Systems. It had been caJJ.ed just 

DT Ships. That wasn 't good enough for the Army. 'rhey had to have it more 

co mplicated, by that time Integration came along. 

That's \vhen you changed your title . 

1964 I \vas pro llwted Corn r,1odore and !Jecame the Director General n aritime 

Gyst=ms. 

Didn't you have a run-in with the Chief of the Defence Staff, a soldi er, 

who didn't really understand the money I:J e VJere spending on ships c:md wanted to cut 

back . 

rwn-in may not be the right term but General J:;;~m Pdlard. 1.vas 

the Chief of D•2fence Staff iiJhile ''' e v.;ere designing ancl building the destroyers . 
.,g../ 

<chuckle> 

The St. La.urfnt cJ.ass. 

No. 'l'he DDH 2~30s. 

The one after that, the next class. 

The l ast class ;,.;e built, still the 1nost modern ships ,,,e have in corn mission, 

t vJ enty-odd years later. Somehm~ or other the Ar my had been asleep at t he Sh'iccb 

and l %4 when the naval estimates \vere bd . .ng puc together e1ey couldn't agree ar:1ong 

th2mselves on •,Jnat they 'ilanted. They were all absorbed in Int·egration but t hey were 
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en ;:J h 'OJ"l)c'l-'1 1' ,~ tf1e ..;)....... ... .... - · '- I I j - orcymization of the AriH'/ they had no idea of vvhat u·1ey \·lanteJ in 

the '.l'a.y of eqllipi~SJ;:~ t~e_:';vent to ti1e ~~~stimates Heviei·J Board without any 
demands. I vvent w4tlrl ]t;on~~ for the four destroyers and rnodernizatioil of the older 

destroyr2rs, the 7..57 class / \·Je convert•2d them ~'k1o supply ships '"'rhich we buiLt, 

Preserver and Provider( \le buili: those in Saint 'John, !le" nruns\"li~ftree Oberon 

submarines (_-hicb He buiLt in Chatha1~ P \ ·T e got money for the \vhole bloody lot. I \ / 
couldn't believe my ears. The l\rmy got nothing. I think they got a bit of money for a 

truck. ;f!.,. n:r·;lay, '.vhen General J\Jhrd became the Chief of Defence Staff ann viatched 

all this going on, year after year. It takes quite a few years to design a class of ships 

s.nd clesign th·2m . ne becaEle more and raore frustrab2cl anc] the Gent <:ms sent a team 

over to sell us the Leopard tank (I think in Gerr.1an its L'2ppert). 

\ .. Je call them the Leopard, like t he ani mal. 

Yes, but the Germans spellec1 it differently. Ceneral .:~,Jlard became 

absolute7carried O~v~;~~\eopard tanl~s and he ~"' anted a i·Jhole nst/eun of these things. I . A 
.cementbz;;I one ni:.;:;ht beinq phoned up at home (there ~,o~;ere h1o or three other l\ rmy f - . -
ceneral'5 betv1een me and .il.llard. I reported to a i'lajor- General, who reported to a 

Lieutenant-Generalr 'i,Jho r-2ported to a full G·2neral. There was an Ar my heirarcby 

before you got dm·m to me as far as the ship- bui lding. Harry Porter 11as on the 

Executive side and be was under the same sort of thi ng. So Harry Po.ct:er and I, if 11e 

Here faraous for anyt hing, it: \vas for saving those ship- buiLding progra1;1s. Not for 

actually qetting ther.t done; but for saving ther:1 from getting scrapped. He v1ere 

fighting a rear-guard a ction all the v1ay. l\nyvJay, I got a phone call late one niqht 

(t:his would he about 1968 , .:.ill four of the ships ',,.:ere laid dmm and v-1ere all partly 

constructed) and he saic:J, "Dridg4ma n, ~vouldn 't it b2 quite easy just to cancel one of 

those snips and build three inscead of four and take the money and spend it on 

I hac3 to explain to hin(rilith a :little bi t of stre1tchli1CJ the trutg I 
I 

,,, I: 
I 
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supp~ tnat the cancellation charges <~ould come up to just about t he same amount 

of Hioney as he vtas tr ling to save. 'I'hat if you bought three of something the r rice 
,--Y\ Dtr 

1d as three--quarters of vl hat it \.JOlild be jf you bought four. You .si:ill i1ad to buy tf1'2 

sam
1l nu mber of spares and so on. 'rben you 'd have to pi1y for aJl cancellation charges 

because t hese ships were h2Jf-built. I finally ruade the poi.nt sl:ick and he'd drop the 

subject, but only for a1r1hile and 11e'cl come back at~fill.n . Couldn1t \·le just not ha ve 

those three submari_._i1eS or couldn't vle not have the 257 class conversion next year? It 

never qot ll:e pro J~ t oted beyond Commo::3.ore but it SlOt the ships built any>.rJay. 

You sacrificed another stripe, Graham; you did . i.-Jarry Porter didn 't lose 

out. 

No. P. ut he got t aken out of it though, earlier than I did. 

Harry could alvJay::-; say, "I agree with you General, but it's that damn 

engineer. <chuckles front both> 

t!o, but Harry and I had a good rela tionship. 

Oh yes. 11arry 's a great fellmv . 

uut be left the job before I dicl. I didn 't finish my naval career in that job. 

\.Jhen I took it over I replaced five Com rnodores because (this is not funny, it 's the 

truth) . 

I know it is. 

Because each of clisciplines, t he constructors, the F:lectrica:Ls, the 

Ordnance, tl1e r.~n~1ineers had a Commodore in charge a.nd they reducr~d us to on2 to 

look after everythinq, to loot~ after everything to do with Heapons and ships . l\!10 

t hat one 1·1as r:1e . '-l'hat meant there were three other branches '.v ho i'leren't going to 

get a. chance at my job as long a.s I ;,~as around. V.Jbereas it had been the practice j£ 

you were a Commodore and head of a branch you could stay there for eight years. 

You weren't l<eepin<J some other branch back. I vJas hok!ing back the Ordnance, 
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Consc:.ructors and Electrical people as weJ1 as any other I:ngingeer.s. So I 11'1rote a 

letter after I had the job for one years saying I felt I shouldn't have the job for more 

than h7o years. It should rotate and go to some of these other people. Five years 

lateL they agreed '"ith me and le t rue go and I Has seconded to the Defence Research 

Board for t \70 years in th-e Operation:; Hesearch Departmcm: vihich I ran for one year 

because the Chief of the establishment was sent off to become bilingual. I ','/as his 

Deputy and as 

Lindsay?~~~ho 
his 

was 

Deputy I took ove, for one 

a tre menc1om guy to work for. 

year. That was Doctor Ceorge 

-~ . h ~ You know 1t too bad for the ot er people who wanteu. to ·2 COli\ modores 
" but it vJas probably best:. for the program that you stayecl there for .five years, thOll'.jh. 

You really knew hovJ to run it by year b.Jo. 

It was l:.y::;cause by that time I had all the an.s~vers as to why you couldn't 

cancel the program anoat . 

\·Jhy you couldn't bu_y tanks. <chuckles> 

vJho followed him ar:J CDS? 

C eneral Sharp, Z\ irforce . 

Then it was .7\.rmy again, Dextra<;e . 
...____..: 

rrhi.s has been aJl most interesting. v.J bat was your best job in the Navy? 

'•Jell, the one that I realLy enjoyed the most was being Senior Engin2er of 

the Ontario1 I think. He had some very interesting cruises, including 'de had the now 

Queen but then Princess and her husband on board for three days in 1951. 

That's from Sydney to Newfoundland. 

No; vie v1ent from llontreal to Cbarlottetown, then Charlottetown to 

Sydney, Sydney to Bay Bulls l·vhen she transferred to a passenger liner and Hent borne. 

~ Jas Pullen still Captain? 

No, TisdaJl was Captain. 
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PuJlen vwuld go ape ·_.;ith Royalty on 11oard. <chuckle> 

Tisdall was the boss. 

Hell, Larry Dz:i.oba, iJbom I interviewed the other day i.Jas a ilidshipman on 

board . 

Yes, he v1oulc:l be. 'rhe one story that never reachecl the pre;3S to any 

ext ent. I think it got one line in some obscure newspaper. You can i magine v.'hen 

you've got t he Queen or Princess on board, you've got ne wspapermen conling out of 

your ears. \·7e had, I suppose, t wenty or thirty of t hese guys. They filled a whole 

messdeck . And the sort of leader iBS Captain Tedny Briggs, who "oy this time ,,,,as 

head of the CBC. \·Je v1erc stGaming from Quebec to Charlot tetmvn at about 

h7enty-eight knots, v.Jhich Has a good rate of speed. But it was a nice clear, bright 

night; flat tiwe and we ~dere scooting along, certainly no sign of rain or anything. 

'Vle ' cl bad a mer::;s di nner for tbe Princess and her husband and i t bad been an 

absolutely smashing event. Anyway, we were stea ming along a.t t wenty- eight knots and 

I "i-las in my cabin writi'1g a letter home to rr1y ,,.Jife to get it all clmm on paper, ~7hen 

I bear a qushing sound like rai.n pouring out of a dovmspout and Y.lY cabin 'vJas on the 

uprJer deck . It seemed to be going ri<:J ht by r;ly side scuttle . So I stuck my rtand out to 

se·2 \vhat this Hater was like and it turned out 
---..I rll 

I \ \ ./'--' down into t h•2 :;hip, out of a breather. ~ipe . 

to be black oil. It v.r as just pouring 

I had a telephone in Til'l cabin, so I 

phoned the engine roor:·t i m mecli2.tely and \Jhoever a ns \,7ered the phone I said, "I don't 

knovJ vJhat you 'n: pu rnpinc;, \•J here you 're purnping, but stop tbe pump right now (!,I' hen 

I vJent down to the engine room to see \-Jhat has happened. HeJl, tne long and short of 

it is that t be stoker vlbo was cJoing t he pLwping started the pumps going and then 

o;;ent off to make coffee and overflo•ded the t anks v;h:i.le he vJas doing it . In t he 

cruiser the boilers c.re fed fro m a ready- use t ank, not clirectly f rom t he ship 's bunkers 

and you t ransfer oil f rom the double- bottom t anks into t he ready-use t ank . 
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As a precaution I had '•Jritten in my night-order boo~.;: ; "This tank is not 

allO\·Jed to go b2lm1 seventy-five percent. Just keep it topped up." 'V·Ie had a blackout 

once before \l here it had lost suction. These kids forgot that it cloesn' t take very loncJ 

to fill i t up twenty- five p2rcent, instead of si xty or seventy percent. So they started 

the pumps going and went off to Tilake coffee and overpmved tbe t ank . It: vlent up 

through the breathing pipe and dmm tl1e goosenecl<~~cJ' onto the upper deck. i\t 

tiventy- seven knots with black oil running on you knov1 \vhat you 're going to look like 
1dhen you arrive L'1 harbour u ith the Princess on boarcl. So, aJl t:hese ne 1o~spaper men 

on board but they vl ere sound asleep. I had t.o go tip- toeing around the ship to find all 

the .stokers that I could. I got everybody up and dressed in running shoes and we got 

all the brushes He could finc1 and attached the m to long handles and buckets and 

buckets of cliesel oil and 'i'Je scubbed t hat damn ship down, while she vJas travelling at 

t'li'enty- eight knots, fro m stem to gudgeon. 'There \vas just one bl ack patch on the side 

of the ship that we coul dn't really qet at in the J:10rning. Anyv1ay, the press didn 't 

get 1dind of it until after v.;•e'd left Sydney Harbour. '.'le been to Sydney and \·.lere at 

sea again. The only l,vay they could get ne'dspaper stor:i:-2s out of tbe sllip was to send 

them by our Commutlications Department and the Engineer Officer, Harry \Jinnettr was 

tbe officer \Tbo had been designateo to clear all messages that the press ,.Janted to 

send out. Anything that related to this spill, it got lost. <chuckle> It never went 

anyvihere . But the real t hi i19 v1as it v;as I:Jarm weather and t he Princess vvas in the 

Capt ain's cabin which v7as aft and I knew damn v1ell her side scutr_le would be wide 

open iY2cause it •11as such a rice night and I could ju::,t visualize oil goi i19 dow n and 

being carried into t his cabin. I was just ~vondering if I shoulcl hold up my hancls for 

handcuffs no 'd or l ater on. Litera.lly, if she found out about it w •2 nev~:r beard of it. 

;~nd the press founcl out about it too late. Ly the time the newspaper men got home 
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they 'd forgotten or b<:!ard .something else. The story never got out. But I ,_,,as al most 

famous for tne one i·l ho c1rownecl the Prince.ss in fuel oil. 

That ntight have been your best job in your care•2r but it v.1 as also 

potentially that cangerous, wasn't it. <Laughter> 

Yes:-1 there anything else you'd like to mention? 

No. I don 't think so. But you di cl ask the jobs I liked. I liked that sea- goinq 

j:Jb the best, in Ontario. I also my first job in Headquarters \¥hen we ;vere building 

t he St. Laurent class destroyersr because it was biggest challenge. 

Its creative 1rJOrk. 

Yes. It \vas the biggest challenge. He \•Jere starting with nothing. ~v e l·vere 

creatil1CJ a desir:Jn. 

'rhis is the first tirn e I've had t!:'J.s on n:cord and what I' m going to lead to 

is Bob Stephens tall·ing about his father, ER A to EH A Stephens. 

H r;m hmn, hmn hmn. 

A.long t he same lines. That's vvhy I 1,.vant to build up this body of knowledge. 

l\nd Bob Stephen, himself, is going to talK about his father in one presenta tion and 

then he's going to talk about his ovm career in another. 

Yes. Bob worked for me off ancl on in Ottai,Ja and it v1as very interesting. 

I v.Jas a Commander 1,Vh:ile he \·vas still a Lieutenant- Commander and so on. !:-le became 

a Rear - Admiral after I retired~and t hen Vi.ce- Admira1. 
--' 

iA very good rnan t oo and his 

father was too. 

He v1asn 't an Engineer Vice- Admiral either. He had his own Training 

Command. 

Yes. Integration came alon~1 and opened up jobs like that. 

Thank you very r,mch, Graham. I enjoyed t:l1is. 

It's a pleasure . The only problem is th:::tt seventeen years 3.fter you r etire 
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it's bard t o rern(~ mber dates and places and nanH:::s. 

The Historian bac1 three fu_U-time researcl1ers if: you want to find out 

anything. You 've qiven hi .t enouqh clues. 

\'·J ould you mind giving me your address, Graham ? 

,\ . Graha m Bridgman 

1302 Hocl<land lA ve. 

Victoria, 

vas 1vs 

tel: 382- 2248 

Thank you, Graharil. 

It 's a pl easure. 

Il . Lav;rence 

A. Graham Bridg man 


	Bridgman_1
	Bridgman_2

