
LGBTQ2+ Oral History Digital Collaboratory 

Video Log Form

Name of Interviewee: Deirdre McCloskey

Name of Video Logger: Evan Taylor

Interview date: 2020/01/10

Description/Topic of clip Start time Starting language or Quote End time Ending language Notes, if any

Talks about her mother’s acceptance of her. 0:03:21 “Actually, my mom is 97 years old, still alive…” “…rock of support.”

Discusses the sadness and pain of not having her children in her life. 0:07:39 “I was married for 30 years…” 0:12:41 “…it seems kind of silly.”

Talks about losing sexual sensation - sexuality as a curse 0:21:04 “The plumbing operation was done in the summer of 1996…” 0:25:43 “…I'm looking at her clothing.”

0:28:55 “It was 1953 we’re talking about and Christine Jorgensen had just transitioned and that was about all I knew.”

Deirdre, an economist, uses a cost/benefit analysis to decide to transition. 0:34:53 “It was strange because …” 0:38:58 “…known months before that this was more serious.”

Difference between gay and trans. 0:54:58 “Because you can't do gender change in private…” 0:55:21 “…You can't do it secretly”

Responsibility to be out and visible as a trans person. 0:56:10 “I said to myself, and I don't want to give the impression that I'm ashamed of this…” 0:57:24 “…as a as a good thing to do.”

**Legacy question. 1:44:49 “That she was forthright…” 1:46:46 “…I’m not a trans activist. I'm not ashamed of it and willing to do it, but as a scholar in as a scientist… McCloskey the Economist…”


