


bill, H.rfcht*. time enough On report of the companies 
Mr. Davie moved the following mend- 
men t8, which were adopted: 4‘1. It shall 
be lawful for die trustees of any com
pany for the above objects, already or 
hereafter incorporated, but in whose mem
orandum of association no such clause 
was inserted, before the issue of any 
shares, to amend the memorandum of as
sociation by inserting the above provi
sion, on the payment of a fee of ten 
dollars. And after such amendment Las 
boon made and registered by the registrar 
of joint stock companies, the above pro
vision shall apply to snob company.?

“7. Section 25 of the companies act. 
1800. is hereby amended by striking out. 
nil the words from the beginning of tbc 
tenth line to the end of the section, and 
substituting for the words so struck out 

; the following:
“ ‘filed and published In the same man

ner ns the memorandum of association is 
required by the third and fourth sections 
of this act to be filed and published, m.l j 
when so filed and published the capital I 
stock of the corporation shall be inereis- j 

j ed or diminished to the amount siiecifi.-J

fore be it resolved, that the Dominion I 
government be moved to take such ac
tion as may be necessary to cause the . 
said dams to be erected at the earliest ■ 
possible date.

Mr. Davie explained that a lot of mea
dow laud and crops had been destroyed., 
by the freshet which could be prevented 
by damming the head of the slough.

Mr. Sword was entirely in accord with 
the resolution. He moved in amendment 
that the Dominion government he asked 

mgtneer to report on this | 
matter and a loo the desirability of 

Léé-*4-*"■ * * Nicomen |

Grant. As to private rights, time enough 
hkd been given for objections to he 
brought before the private bills commir-

Dr. Milne said there were objections of
fered to these two private bids replaced 
by these public bills when they were be
fore the committee. The members for 
Cariboo were among the objectors. Such 
objections could be better heard by the 
committee than by the government.

'Mr. Adams explained that his objection 
was to the bill being dealt with by the 
private bills instead of the mining com
mittee.

Mr. Beaven in reference to n remark 
made by Mr. .Smith said the bills could 
not have been circulated in Cariboo, since 
they had only been introduced two days

Mr. Smith said he referred to the ori
ginal private bills.

IHon. Mr. Davie rose, but Mr. Speaker 
pointed out that he had already spoken, 
and the attorney-general sat down.

iMr. Hunter contended tha*. all private 
rights had been properly protected.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Vernon moved the second 

reading of the official scalers of timber 
bill. In explanation he said the gov
ernment had during the past years felt 
that its royalty on timber was sufficieri'- 
ly secured by allowing the loggers and 
the mill owners, each of whom would be 
careful to have exact measurement. Ow
ing to complaints of loggers and repr<*- 
seutations that the government had not 
received<#ll its dues it had been determin
ed to appoint official scalers. Provision 
hud been made for six, but probably three 
would be sufficient for the present. Th.» 
scalers would not onjy have charge of 
measurement but would be able to d<> 
general work in connection with the tim
ber rights of the province. An amend
ment would be introduced in committee 

I to provide that the holders of timber 
! leasee should not have to pay a fee in 
addition to the royalty specified in 'heir 
leases. It was provided that the act 
should not come into force until proclaim
ed, because mill-owners objected to the 
scale of measurement now in use. An 
investigation in regard to scales wa« ad
visable.

Mr. Semlin pointed out that candidates 
for the position of scaler could not well 
be examined until after a scale had been 
adopted.

In reply to Mr. Grant the chief commis
sioner sniil that clause 19 would not 
cause a higher fee than 5 cents per thous
and to be exacted from logger or mill- 
owner when a temporary scaler is employ
ed. The remuneration in such cases, to 
be fixed by the lieutenant-governor-in- 
conncil, would come from the government.

Mr. Brown favored the bill and referr- j 
ed to the fact that the government had 
delayed its introduction until the «dec- * 
tion was near at hand. Mr. Booth aud 1 
Mr. Hunter spoke of the necessity of huv- ! 
- pr£*t,c,al lu,‘n appointed scalers. j 

Mr. Kitchen was glad to see the loggers j 
treated to the small measure of justice !

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATOR!!.

Yesterday Afteraoon's Session a Very 
Quiet One.

APRIL 2nd.
AFTER RECESS.

The ddbalte was resumed ou Dr. 
Watt's proposed amendment to the 
mineral act, providing that the tax ou 
mineral claims should -not be more than 
25 cents nor legs than ten cents an acr >. 
The amendment was withdrawn and the 
bill was finally passed.

The house went into committee on the 
school bill, Dr. Milne being absent the 
members of the opposition asked that the 
committee rise and report progress as Dr. 
Milne had several amendments to move. 
Hon. Col. Baker declined to do this and 
moved tleul the bill be reported complete. 
Mr. Brown moved in amendment that the 
committee rise aud report progress, which 
amendment was adopted.

On the motion to go into committee <if 
supply, Hon. Mr. Beaven thought tin; 
house iwas entitled 'to some information 
respecting the sum of $4000 placed in 
the supplementary estimates for the labor 
enquiry commission. Besides this the 
bouse should (have a detailed statement 
of the accounts from July 1st to Decem
ber 31*, 1803. The revenue act, which 
he charitably believed the ministers 
knew nothing about, provided that this 
should be done. The government had not 
even presented the abstract of expendi
ture for the last half of last year. The 
house knew nothing about the expenditure 
siuce July 1st, 1893, although nine 
months have passed over. In the city of

The committee rose an 
resolutions to the house.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved t 
log of the Quoroichan of 
flbe object of which was 
official map of Quamicho 
caused the owner# of the 
trouble. All the lines wei 
wrong. The act would not 
until it was found that no 
terfered with.

Hon. Mr. Beaven pointe< 
map had already been signe 
commissioner.

The bill was read a sec 
The house went Into co 

Keith in the chair, to cons 
couver & Westminster tram 
bHl was reported complete 
ments and was finally pa 
Mr. Turner presented a reti 
the census.

Mr. Rogers moved the se 
of the cattle bill which he e: 
few words. The cattlemen of 
had been consulted and egret 

Mr. Semlin said although 
a member of the committee 
there were certain provisions 
be amended.

Mr. Grant presented a pet 
the Closing of saloons on Sun< 
gesting certain hours for c 

Hon. Mr. Davie present et 
praying for the closing of tl 
on Sunday.

The house adjourned at 6 o’,

to engage an

teoting the banks of Nicomen Island. 
It, would be a great benefit to the dis
trict to shut off the head of Nicomen 
slough and if necessary To protect the 
banks of the island.

'Mr. Hunter thought ithnt the Dominion 
government would engage an engineer 
without the amendment being inserted.

Mr. Sword's amendment was negatived, 
aud Hon. Mr. Davie moved an amend
ment to add to the resolution that the 
Dominion government be moved to take 
any other necessary steps. The resolution 
us amended was passed.

Dr. Milne introduced a bill to amend 
the creditors' trust deeds act, 1890.

Mr. Martin Introduced a hull to amend 
the game act.

IMr. Kellie moved and it was resolved 
that au humble address be presented to 
his honor the lieutenant-governor praying 
him to cause to be sent down to this 
house n return of the names of all employ
ees of the government employed con
structing roads, trails, streets, bridges, 
wharves, or other work in West Koote
nay district, from 1st January. 1892. to 
31st December, 1808: the amounts paid 
to each party so employed, and the dates 
when employed.

•Hon. Mr. Dane moved that this house 
is of opinion that whenever two or more 
statutes bearing upon the same subject 
are combined and Issued from the print
ing office prior to the consolidation being 
legalized by the legislative assembly, that 
the pamphleit so issued should bear an 
endorsement indicating that the consolida
tion had not been legalized, but that the 
original statutes could be perused in the 
annual volume mentioning it. He moved 
the resolution, he said, t wen use the consol
idation of the municipal act as printed in 
pamphlet form did not agree with the 
amendments passed last session. Anyone 
picking up the pamphlet would think it 
was the law of the land.

The debate was adjourned, Hon. Mr. 
Davie sajfing that unless the particular 
inaccuracy was pointed out, the impres-

j in the certificate, and the registrar •»? 
i joint stock companies shall amend the cer

tificate of incorporation acconfinriy, an 1 
for such filing aud amendment a tee shall 
be charged."

The bill was finally passed.
Hie land act amendment bill was fin

ally passed.
The line feuces and water course bi’l 

paused through its final stages.
The house adjourned at 12:45 until 11 

o'clock on Monday. PROVINCIAL LECISL
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

Nakusp tb Slocan Rallil 
pany'e Bill Read a Sej 

Time After Debatl
A Number of Iteeolutlon* Passed at This 

Morning's Session.

APRIL 2nd.
The Speaker took the chair at 11 a.m.
Mr. Horne moved that whereas the 

citizens of the city of Vancouver arc de
sirous of having a quarantine station es
tablished at or near the port of Vancou
ver; and whereas many ship# of large ton
nage, carrying 
from Asiatic aud many

vote another $12,000. The house had u 
right to know where the money is to come

Hon. Mr. Turner contended that the 
funds of the province were properly dealt 
with. The half-yearly accounts were 
ready aud would be distributed during the 
afternoon. lit was folly to bring down 
the Adcounts in detail, as it would give 
a wrong impression. Most of the expen
diture was made daring the first six 
months, end most of the revenue does not 
come in until the last half of the fiscal

Mr. Browu hoped that part of the vote 
for special constables would be spent ou 
dbe northern coast. As to the amounts 
for the labor commission and the gather
er of statistics, the government would be 
more honest if they placed those amounts 
in the estimates for election funds. There ! 
was $1000 for nou-salaried officers for ; 
gathering agricultural statistics. This j 
could be better expended in building trails 1 
for the settlers. He commended the vote 
of $8000 for school buildings in the city : 
of Nanaimo.

A Long Afternoon and N 
elon During Which 

Bill is Debated.

The Speaker took the chf^H 
o’clock.

Hon. Mr. Beaven presented 
from Robt. T. Williams, 
binding of statutes. Received^H 

The resolution reported frou^H 
mit tee of supply were adoptedT^H 

Dr. Milne's amendments 
cession duties bill were taken H 
further consideration of the I 
that bill. Dr. Milne said 
ments would make the bill th<^H 
the Ontario act 

Hon. Mr. Turner objected 
endments. The bill was a vei^H 
one and entirely different fron^J 
tario act.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the an^H 
should be given more considers^! 
cost of liviug in British Co^| 
much higher than in Ontario, H 
when tlie bread winner is taken^J 
family the government proposed^! 
them pay a heavy tax. The 
empt in the bill before the houi^J 
of the amount exempt in Ont^J 
knew of estates in the provinc^J 
to be worth a large sum out 
very little could be realised. Pfl 
told him that if the bill was 
would invest somewhere else. H 
courage this the bill should be H 
liberal as the Ontario act.

Hon. Mr. Turner contendeS ■ 
duty in Ontario is higher than H 
bill. I

Mr. Semlin held that the priH 
the bill was wrong, ho any 
of it lie would support. ■

The amendment^ were lost. I 
Dr. Milne moved an amendjneH 

empt $100,000 left to relatives. fl 
The amendment was lost and™ 

■was finally passed.
Hon. Mr. Beaven continued thH 

on the second reading of the Nl 
Slocan railway bill. The leadeiH 
government tried to make it appH 
the cost to the province woukH 
than tty guaranteeing the intenH 
But the attorney-general based iH 
raenta on wrong principles. He H 
tomey-general) held that the gov* 
could gmarantee the bouda up toH 
a mile, or $925,000, the interest cH 
would toe $32.000, and that if ■ 
eminent advanced $17,500 a ■ 
constructing the road, the intenH 
sinking fund would amount to li 
than that. The government had 
thority to guarantee the bond* at 
per mile, so the attorney-general*j 
argument fell to pieces entirely, 
of last year authorized the gov 
to guarantee the interest on an 
sufficient to construct and equip 1 
road up to $25.000 per mile. B 
did not oost $25.000 per mile th< 
to guarantee the interest on the 
that the road did cost. As a mi 
C.P.R. engineer said it would t 
of the road at $17,500 per mile, 
C.P.R. said It would not cost mo 
more than $15,200,and some said i 
not cost more than $12,000. At a 
th* engineer’s estimate was urn 
government’s estimates. Yet the

passengers and freight 
other foreign 

ports, are continually arriving at the port 
of Vancouver; and whereas the Asiatic 
ports arc seldom free from contagious dis
eases, end passengers therefrom are li
able to carry and communicate such dis
eases; and whereas the nearest quaran
tine station is some 80 miles distant from 
the port of Vancouver, and in consequence 
thereof great inconvenience and expendi
ture has been incurred by that city during 
the past six years in protecting the pub
lic health from such contagious diseases; 
And whereas the greater part of this ex
penditure would not nave lieen borne by 
that city if a quarantine station were es
tablished at or near that port; and where
as owing to the increasing trade of the 
said port it is liable to such risks con
tinually and the said city will have to 
expend large sums of money in order to 
protect the public health, which expendi
ture should be borne by the Dominion at 
large; Therefore, be it resolved, that a 
respectful address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant-governor, praying 
him to represent to the Dominion govern
ment the urgent necessity which exists 
for a quarantine station and hospital at 
or near the port of Vancouver; and that 
his honor be further respectfully request
ed to transmit a copy of this resolution 
to the Dominion government.

Hon.' Mr. Beaven thought it would be |

sion would go abroad that the pamphlet 
was entirely inaccurate.

Mr. Kellie moved that an humble ad
dress be presented to his honor the lieu
tenant-governor, praying that he be 
pleased -to cause to be sent down to this 
house n return of nil correspondence be
tween John Sanderson, employed as fore
man on the Nakusp & Slocan trail in 
the year 1892, and the Hon. Mr. Vernon, 
chief commissioner of lands and works, 
and Napoleon Fftzethbbs, gold commis
sioner. in regard tto the payment of $75 
toy the said gold commissioner to one 
ffm. Smith for work performed on said 
trail for the months of August and Sep
tember in the years aforesaid. It was 
adopted. , I

lion. Mr. Beaven rose to a question of 
privilege. In the Speaker’s ruling on j

The nearness of the gener
al election had induced the government to 1 
do justice in this case.

Hon. Col. Baker said the vote of $4000 
for the labor commission was to take I 
evidence from the employers aud employ- i 
eea, so that a fair hill may be introduced. 
He spoke at some length in defense of his 
labor bill of hist year, and read a letter 
in which it was stated that the working- 
men of Vancouver were in accord with 
the government. He refused, however, 
to give the name of the writer. He ac
cused Mr. Keith of having introduced pol
itics Into -the question of the labor bu 
res a and induced the labor unions not to 
give the dqxtty commissioner any in
formation. A hill was introduced .it

____ __ ____—,vuvV « uuiviui Burners.
He favored the continuance of the scale 
in use at the present.

Mr. Foster asked a questiou in repord 
to the returns ordered by the house con
cerning the payments from timber lessees 
and concerning the labor bureau. The 
chief commissioner promised to look into 
the matter.

The bill to authorize the sale of cer
tain lands to the Bishop of New W 
minster was carried through its fiu:il 
stages.

The school act amendment bill was eon- 
sidered in committee, Mr. Grant in the

Mr. McKenzie wished to bave explained 
the application of the terms “high school" 
and "collegiate institute.” Hon. Col. 
Baker said any high school affiliated with 
one of the eastern universities must take 
the title of collegiate institute. To he 
able to affiliate a school must necessarily 
come up to a higher standard than n 
culled for in a high school. An amend
ment" proposed by Dr. Waft was adopted 
allowing high school boards to affiliate 
with more than one university.

A long discussion took place on the 
danse relating to the powers of city trus
tee* and councils to deal with school 
property by sale, mortgage, etc. The at
torney-general and Mr. Beaven wished j

far better if the government had built 
their quarantine station on some island 
uninhabited. It was a great detriment 
to a city to have a quarantine station 
near it. It made it neceaaary for the 
city to guard the quarantine station when 
there are sus]>eets there.

Mr. Cotton did not think the resolution 
w'ould have any effect as the government 
had pointed otit that 1t would be absurd 
to establish two stations on this coast. 
It would place restrictions on shipping 
that it would not be desirable to place on 
It. .

Dr. Watt thought it would be well if 
the resolution was withdrawn. One sta
tion well regulated wassail that was ne
cessary. z

Hon. Mr. Davie said if the resolution 
was to.be unproductive of good it should 
be either negatived or withdrawn. If 
useless resolutions were sent to Ottawa 
it would weaken the strength of useful 
resolutions sent to the Dominion. If 
one quarantine station in the eastern part ! 
of the Dominion was sufficient surely one 
was sufficient on the Pacific const where 
the population is less. It w'as far better 
to have one well regulated station.

Mr. Horne did not intend to withdraw 
the resolution. He had been asked to 
move the resolution by men more capable 
to judge than the members of the house. 
•Vancouver he contended was the proper 
place for the quarantine station. The 
C. P. It., he said, were heartily in accord 
with the resolution, Mr. Abbott having 
assented to it.

•Mr. Hunter wished to know whether 
it was competent for a member in clos
ing the ddbate to introduce new matter.

Mr. Keith thought die Cranbrook es- ! 
tate matter bad embittered Col. Baker’s ! 
mind. Ttoat gentleman had been both | 
bitter and untruthful. His speech was ! 
full of abuse and nothing else. He had 
not the «lightest doubt that ttoe bill of 
last year was introduced to catch votes. 
He supported it because it was a step 
in the right direction. Col. Baker said

lier mile. Section 0 of the raitvl 
act, respecting the Nakusp & 
railway eaya: "The total amount 
tereet to be guaranteed by the 
ment of British Columbia upon tin 
of the line of jailway jn the case 
Nakusp & Slocan Railway co 
shall neither exoeed interest at t 
of 4 per cent, per annum upon t 
of $925,000 uof- the coet to the a< 
kr.sp & Slocan Railway company 
said railway enterprise, which evt 
be the «mailer amoupt.” If the j 
eient had obtained from the com 
bond sufficient to carry out the 
tion#, the province would not be 
upon to pay anything, as they <x 
on the bonds for the payment of 
tereet. It is true that the com pa 
dvpoeited $118,400, but the gove 
had placed that in the general rThe vote waa passed by a vote of 1:
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r- d<A>a,te was resumed ou Dr 
Ub proposed ameudnieu< to tt,ô 
bral act, providing that the tax „„ 
trnl churn, abut.Id ,uot be more th,“ 
h,a “,ur Aan ten cent, an act. 
amendment wa. withdrawn and the 

I was dually passed, 
r ko'U'c went lu to committee on the ^ bdl Dr. Milne being ah*,,,"

, ” °Lthc opposition a.ked that the 
ittee rise and report progress as Dr 
had «ereral amendment, to move.'

icol. Baker declined to ilo this and 
i thus the bill be reported complete 
roHu moved iu amendment that the 
ittee rise ami report jwogresg, which 
Imeut was adopted, 
the motion to go iuto committee .if 
. Hon. Mr. Bcavon though, 
wa. entitled to some information 

ttng the smn of fttiOU placed i„ 
Ipplementnry eatimatea for the labor 

Btsndes this ,hl. 
ahould Itaave a detailed statement 

| aecounm from July 1st to Devout 
™>. n"t revenue act, tvhielt

|'lir,“*,ly ^«vod the minister,
InotUug about, providetl that thi, 
lbe done. The government hail not 
freseuted «te abstract of 
fr 'the last half of last year. The 
[new nothing «boot the expenditure 
luly 1st, 1803, although nine 
have passed over. I„ the city of 

• the accounts were published a 
|ttter they were closed. nnu 
cas the money to come from? J, 
rn sltown that the treasure was 
and now the house was asked to 
other $12.000. The house ha,I a 
know where the money « to come

Mr. Turner contended that the 
Province were properly dealt 

'nie half-yearly accounts were 
id would be distributed during the 
n. I* was folly to bring down 
unts in detail, as it would give 
impression. Most of the expen- 
ras made during the first dx 
and most of the revenue does not 
unül the last half of the fiscal :

vu hoped that part of the vote I 
|al constables would be spent on 1 

lern coaet. As to the amount* 
commission and the gather- 1

Stistics, the government would be I 
est if they pteeed those amounts ■ 
Rimâtes for election funds. There ! 

ifor nou-salaried officers for 1 
agricultural statistics. This j 

«etter expended in building trails J 
tiers. He commended the vote 

| for school buildings in the city 
The nearness of the gener- ! 

i bad induced the govern mem t to i 
! in this case.

Baker said the vote of $4000

Iabor commission was to take ! 
rom the employers and employ- | 
it a £air hill may be introduced, 
at some length in defense of his 
of hist year, and read a letter 

: was stated that the wurking- 
lancouver were in accord with 
lament. He refused, however,

I* name of the writer. He ae- 
Keith of having introduced pol- 
-the question of the labor bu 
nduced the labor unions not to 
deputy commissioner any in- 

A hill was introduced at 
ling of the session which the 
■ favored and the employers did 
1 was decided to withdraw the ! 
Xpoint a commission.
|th thought the Cranbrook cs- ' 

bad embittered Col. Baker’s 
at gentleman had been both |

| untruthful. His speech was j 
» and nothing else. He had 
hteet doubt that the bill of ; 

i introduced to catch votes. ! 
|ted it because it was a step j 

direction. Col. Baker said ! 
wish to draw politics into the j. 
ut he was the only one who !
- It was absurd to say that ! 
eitlb) was responsible for the j 
il working of the labor bureau I 
first objection to the bill came 
ia city. At the meeting held | 
Mr. Gray, deputy commis- 

the only political speech.
I had read a letter in which 

I he belonged to almost ov-

Iunion. That was impossible, 
g man could not be in two or ' 
ewes at once. He would 1 
■ $4000, as he thought a com- | 

Inquiry would be useful. For ; 
s he had endeavored to ob- 
for the school buidings uf

IjRhout success. Now on the
leral election the government , 

justice to Nanaimo.
“that I do now leave the

I adopted, and the house went 
tee, Mr. Martin in the chair, 
he supplementary estimates, 

did not think the vote for

Inmission was justified. ; 
Benven thought it was very 
e deputy commissioner of la- 
i had made political speeche* 
ing statistics.
Davie said he did not take 
in the “serious statements.'' 
i—'The attorney-general, bav
in hands in the treasury to 
s to etuuip the country with 
it he province to pay the ex- 

[i canvassers. He was nt a 
Jlew Westminster, when the 
lissloner, very naturally laud- 
■nnent and tried to make out i- 
Jere the true friends of the

r did not see the use of rot-1 
commission of enquiry i 

gdence taken before the Bri- 
was «t the disposal of j

rDt. |
fM passed by a vote of 1- j

The committee rose and reported 
resolutions to the house.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second read
ing of the Quoinichan official map bill, 
the object of which was to correct the 
official map of Quamichan, which• had 
caused the owners of the land a lot of 
trouble. All the lines were found to be 
wrong. The act would not be proclaimed 
until it was found that no rights were in
terfered with.

Hon. Mr. Beaven pointed out that the 
map had already been signed by the chief 
commissioner.

The bill was read a second time.
The house went Into committee, Mr. 

Keith in the chair, to consider the Van
couver & Westminster tramway bill. The 
Ml was reported complete with amend
ments and was finally passed. Hon. 
Mr. Turner presented a return respecting 
the census.

Mr. Rogers moved the second reading 
of the cattle bill which he explained in a . 
few words. lire cattlemen of the province 
had been consulted and agreed to the bill.

Mr. Semliu said although be had been 
a member of the committee he thoughr 
there were certain provisions that should 
he amended.

Mr. Grant presented a petition against 
the Closing of saloons on Sunday and sug
gesting certain hours for closing.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented a petition 
praying for the closing of barber shops 
on Sunday.

I The house adjourned at 6 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Nakusp A Sloes» Railway Com

pany’s Bill Read a Second 
Time After Debate.

A Long Afternoon and Night Ses
sion During Which the 

Bill Is Debated.

APRIL 3.
The Speaker took the choir at 1 

o’clock.
Hon. Mr. Beaven presented a petition 

from Itobt. T. Williams, respecting the 
binding of statutes. Received.

The resolution reported from the com
mittee of supply were adopted.

Dr. Milne’s amendments to the suc
cession duties bill were taken up on the 
further consideration of the report uu ! 
that bill. Dr. Milne said his amend
ments would make the bill the same as 
the Ontario act.

Hon. Mr. Turner objected to the am
endments. The bill was a very liberal 
one ami entirely different from the On
tario act.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the amendments 
should be given more consideration. Tho 
cost of living in British Columbia is 
much higher than in Ontario, and just 
when the bread winner is taken from the 
family the government proposed to make 
them pay a heavy tax. The amount ex
empt in the bill before the house is half 
of the amount exempt in Ontario. He 
knew of estates in the province thought 
to be worth a large sum out of which 
very little could be realised. People had 
told him that if the bill was passed they 
would invest somewhere else, * To dis
courage this the bill should be made ai 
liberal ns the Ontario act.

Hon. Mr. Turner contended that the 
duty in Ontario is higher than in the 
bill.

Mr. Sendin held that the principle of 
the bill was wrong, no any modification 
of it he would support.

The amendments were lost.
Dr. Milne moved mi amendment to ex

empt $100,000 left to relatives.
The amendment was lost and the bill 

was finally passed.
Hon. Mr. Beaven continued the debate 

on the second reading of the Nakusp & 
Slocan railway bill. The leader of the 
government tried to make it appear that 
the oast to the province would be less 
than hy guaranteeing the interest only. 
But the attorney-general based his argu
ment» on- wrong principles. He (the at- | 
tomey-ganeral) held that the government 
could guarantee the bonds up to $25.000 
a mile, or $925,000, the interest on which 
would be $32,000, and that If the gov
ernment advanced $17,500 a mile for 
constructing the road, the interest ami 
sinking fund would amount to little lees 
than that. The government had no au
thority to guarantee the bouda at $25,000 
per mile, so the attorney-general’s line of 
argument fell to pieces entirely. Thç act 
of last year authorized the government 
to guarantee the interest on an amount 
sufficient to construct and equip the rail
road up to $25.000 per mile. But if it 
did not cost $25,000 per mile they were 
to guarantee the interest on the amount 
that the road did cost. As a matter of 
C.P.R. engineer said it would not host 
of the road at $17,500 per mile, but the 
C.P.R. said it would not cost more than 
more than $15,200,and some said it flhoul l 
not cost more than $12,000. At any rate 
the engineer's estimate was under the 
government's estimates. Yet the govern
ment said it would cost $17,500 per mile 
and they guaranteed Interest on $25,000 
per mile. Section 0 Of the railway aid j 
act, respecting the Nakusp & Slocan t 
railway says: “The total amount of in- ; 
tercet to be guaranteed by the govern- 
ment of British Columbia upon the whole ; 
of the line of railway in the case oI the 
Nakusp & Slocan Railway company, 
shall neither exceed interest at the rate 
of 4 per cent, par annum upon the *»«m 
of $925,000 no* the cost to the said Nu
ke sp & Slocan Railway company of the 
said railway enterprise, which ever ehall 
be the smaller amoupt.” If the govern
ment had obtained from the company a 
tmnd sufficient to carry out the obliga
tions, the province would not be called 
upon to pay anything, as they could go 
on the bonds for the payment of the in
terest. It is true that the company had 
deposited $118,400, but the' government 
had placed that In the general revenue 
and used It for paying wages and travel

ing expenses. It was also provided in
the act of 1893 that the bill should not 
wine into force until proclaimed by the 
Lieut.-Governor-in-council. The act was 
not proclaimed until August 18th. 1893. 
This date should be recollected, as the 
first agreement entered into respecting 
the Nakusp & Slocan Railway between 
the chief commissioner and the company 
was signed on August 9th. This was be
fore the act was in force. He wondered 
that the attorney-general attempted to 
do something that he had no legal right 
to do. Anything done under an act that 
had not been proclaimed has no legal of- | 
feet whatever. The act of 1893 Author- j 
seed an agreement with the O.P.R., or I 
some other company, for the running of j 
the road. Acting under this the Nakusp : 
& Slocan Railway company entered in
to an agreement with the C.P.R. on 
August 9th. This was also before the 
art was in force, so the agreement is not 
worth the paper it is written on. The 
act further said that certain things should 
t>e done under an order-in-council, but 
the attorney-general admitted that there 
was no such order-in-oouncil, so there 
w as no foundation at all for the scheme. 
And the house was asked to ratify the 
guaranteeing of both principle and inter
est on the bonds of the company. It 
looked as though the interests of the com
pany were of more importance to the 
government than were the interests of 
the province. If the province was going 
to give.the company the money to bui'.d 
the road, why could not the province ob
tain the money and build the road and 
•own it, instead of building it ami then 
handing it over to a number of private

I Hon. Mr. Beaven said he did not wish 
' to read immoral literature. (Laughter). 
He was forced to listen to it sometimes, 
but he did not wish to place it among liie 
other papers for personal perusal. The 
people were finding all the money to build 
the road and at the end of a certain 
time they were to be given the right to 
purchase 49 per cent, of the stock, the 
company holding a controlling interest. 
It was the essence of presumption to ask 
men to endorse such a scheme. It w«*j 
saying to the company, “Here is the 
money to build the road, but we reserve 
the right to buy, after a time. 49 per | 
cent, of the stock, leaving you the coii- 
troling interest." If a man put his hands 
in the treasury (but it is empty now) and 
helped himself and then went through 
town telling every one that he had looted 
the treasury, he would not think any leas 
of him than he did of the government 
in this transaction. A more barefaced 
thing had never been done in any part of 
the world. Another peculiar feature of 

; the matter was that the province had 
' agreed not only to guarantee the bonds I 
for the construction but also for the 

1 equipment of the road to the extent of i 
$25,000 a mile. As a matter of fact the 
C.P.R. was equipping the road and using 
old rails at that. Still the government 
had agreed to pay for those rails the price 
of new rails delivered at ltevelstoke. 
Perhaps his idea that the government 
should guard the interests of the province 
was an antiquated one, and that it was 
the duty of the government to look after 
the interest^ of the N. & S. and C. V. 
railway companies. No matter how good

'individuals’ If there was any loss the ‘ the members of the company were as citi-

". .. w"" * I’roflt the members of the 
private company would pocket it ft,rrruthad —
27 "Tit * V1& 5
the province to build the road and *h»> prnvhmc wtm putting np the mo^ j£

tvn r>mn Why £i,d "ot ,h,> l'ovine»
"Tmrd m"m.h,‘ra '>f the executive
«ectned to lie more interested In what theSS Ü-"" ““« inwhich the rights of the provinee wouM 
be guarded. AU the agreement* had been
™teml Into by the members g, ,.z

:: -r
council. The agreement k•nghts were hy which all
miasioner by theVpi^ ïÿef com" 
fore the biU wZ. nLt , *? be-

, fore had “Z Primmed and there-
the minister of finnn 6 ac*" ^ 1101 give 
the bontk until tho ^er to endor*«‘ 

! the money hïd hÏ^JlMJ*1'" 
to disburse for |,l,lccd his hand.
road ™ tlm construction of the 

",'hd I™*
*825.000, had bw^oïelJ6- ïbo,,t
but that waa the ™!“Ced hand»,
which they could 0»°° ^ condition under 

R 13 of teeT.“^ if ^‘"«ranteed. Section 
M standing anythin. ®l"n78: Notwith-

sSSSF&SSZS
a wite

company, subject to the commît ôf th*

of the said trends shall be nal.lt . and be retained /ix„ **> I,ai<1 to

Z „ZrZ Z”'”" «titiod to reedve

t mC' *» Provided by this act " ,t 'm f”Ternmenl had the authority io 
do was to guarantee the interest on' -he
1* .7 Tr mil-' "f- much
-u . ““ food should .rest, ft w,™
.Tthing0tke^Vh/ilS‘£

j id°by tte01?- U‘,”^nd' ellould be appro*’

I Lieut.-Governor-in-council but
I Zr "0t?ln8 to "how that they hid 

even been submitted to the IJeut-Gov 
UDor-lu-couneJi. It wag all very weM f r 
Z Jtoverament to pretend ignorance 
The u-t'/1 h"ew the facta only too well 
sit , ,h e tranaactioQ was illegal. The 
Wl before the house proposed teauthor. 
» tite government to guarantee bond, of 
the company which would ciwl the pro 
vin,* about *38,000 a year. Why shou d
a,nnVate™ment ,Uara,1,e'' 0» *><>nds of 
a private company to build a railway’
dZZikZtZ Pro’'inCe w“ «• good us 
tee credit of the company. If they had re
tobuHd16»?" !rdi Ury •h0,,l|f be able
had *^0?tZra"rhly c K * bu«mw« Arm 
had *000 000 With which to build a rail-
leaf •j°“id thf'7 **T* 11 to some private 
individual and say, “Here, you build the

! ,™Sf SUJA**" ,i" any proat, you keep 
it. if there at any loan we will stand it" 
It must require a lot of cheek for the 
b?V„"n,“?Zt *? mlkc "-eh a proposition 
to a deliberative body of men. The pro 
! “7 rWa“ 6n5ittg ,he money to build a 
road for a private company. The min- 
hters were paid a large salary by the pro
vince, be did not know that they were 
being paid hy tho company. The whole 
transaction would not stand one mo- 
meats investigation. The attorney-gen
eral had had to condemn his own policy 
of guaranteeing the interest on the trends 
of railway» to commend the scheme be
fore the house. When the proposition 
was first placed before the people the 
government sajd that it would not cost 
the province a cent, and the other day he 
^>ent several hours condemning the prin
ciple and toid the legislature that they 
adopted it and were stupid for doing so.

Hon. Mr. Davie here offered Mr. 
Heaven a pamphlet containing his (Mr. 
Davie s) speech on the hill before the

zen«. the province would not hand over 
to them $047,000, with the understanding 
that if anything was to be gained they 
would benefit by it; that the province 
should take all the risk and that they 
should derive all the benefit. (Applause).

Mr. Sword thought the government 
would have answered the charge that they 
had exceeded the statute. The people of I 
the province would endorse that state
ment. The attorney-general said last 
year that the inter ms of the province 
would be cflosely guarded before the gu.u 
autee was given, and that the guarantee 
would not be given until tin road had 
bhen completed, although :iin-units could 
l»e advanced during :ouetnietion The 
atftomey-generaVs stirements in introduc
ing the present measure were h’.rdly in 
accordance with the fact 3. Supplies can 
be taken into the district us easily as 
they will he when the road is completed. 
What Kootenay wants is a competing 
system of railways, so that the miners 
will be given fair freight rate». In ihe 
interest of Kootenay and the province it 
would have been better to have the line 
built between Slocan and Kaslo. He 
pointed out the difficulty the house had 
had in securing information respecting 
the scheme, and even now the papers 
were not entirely satisfactory. The gov
ernment had guaranteed the bonds to a 
larger extent (than they had authority to 
do. A tender was pnt in at $20,000 in ; 
bonds per mile. There were some very ■ 
extraordinary provisions in the specifica
tions, which were modified in the eon-1 
tract without new tenders being called j 
for. The bonds of the Nakusp & Slocan 
company should ha vie been in a much bet- ■ 
ter position in ithe money market. The 
attorney-general rend a report that said 
the grades and curves on the road would 
compare with the C. F. R. That would 
not be saying much, as there were grades 
and curves on the C. P. It. that were 
for temporary convenience only. Last 
year it was understood that the province 
should assist the enterprise, not supply 
all the money to build the road. If it 
was necessary to do this the government I 
should have reimbursed tho company and 
taken the railway into their own hands. 
The more the question was looked into 
the more unsatisfactory it would appear. 
'Hie province was supplying the funds 
and the company was to reap the benefit 
of any profits.

Hon. Mr. Turner contended that it was 
preposterous to say that the bonds should 
not bo endorsed. If the railway pays 
well the 40 per cent, of the earnings 
which is to come to the province would 
protect the province against any loss. 
There were privaite firms that did busi
ness in the same way for a small com
mission. The firms take all the risks and 
none of the profit. With tho scheme be
fore the house there /was a profit for the 
province in the development of the dis
trict through which the road runs. The 
cry when he first entered the house was 
to develop the province by building rail
ways. Why the leader of the opposition 
had given « company half the land on 
the -Island. That was the roost libera! 
thing he had ever done and he honored 
him for it. He (Mr. Turner) might «ay 
that the leader of the opposition was be
ing paid by opponents of the Nakusp -ailr 
way. It was just as probable ns was 
the statement that the government were 
being paid hy the company. He contend
ed that the coat of negotiating the bonds 
was as much included in -the coat of con
struction as was the actual work done on 
the road. If the government had to pay 
the bonds they (became the bond-holders 
and would take the line and have to the 
good the 40 per cent, of the earnings. 
He did not say that the principle was 
perfect, but they were “greenhorns" in 
the business. But nevertheless the (gov
ernment had succeeded in developing the 
country by railways.

Mr. Brown said there was still nothing 1 
from the government except the premier’s
speech on the introduction of the bill, aud 
that was nearly a month old. The fin
ance minister's speech was a fair speci
men of that vague aud general statement 
which the government was so fond of, 
'ltiey disliked nothing so -much as to come 
down to facts and figures. It was ridi
culous to contend, as the finance minister 
had contended, that it was better to bor
row all the money a company asked for 
and give it to them than for the province

! to build the linéjtself. Turning to the 
speech of Mr. Davie, delivered last month, 
Mr. Brown said when we cut out from the 
premier’s speech that part which was his
torical and that paft which was prophetic, 
there was not a great deal left. He hop
ed the prophecies would prove to be more 
accurate than the history was. Mr. D.i- 
vie had tried to make it appear that mem
bers on the opposition side of the house 
had heartily supported aud approved of 
the government’s railway policy. It suit
ed his (Mr. Davie’s) purpose to say that 
now, just as at other times it suited him 
to declare that the same members offered j 
a factious opposition to everything the j 
government proposed. The fact was that j 
the feeling of uneasiness on the opposition j 
rtide had found frequent and strong ex
pression, but their anxiety for the de- : 
velopment of the country had caused the j 
expression to take the form of criticism 
of the government’» methods rather than 
of direct opposition to their proposals— 
nnd that criticism had been more than 
justified by the premier’s speech. In the 
immediate history, of this deal, two or 
three points needed explanation. Ix>ok, 
for instance, at the eager feverishness dis
played here, as contrasted with the cold 
neglect of the Chilliwack railway scheme. 
He would not estimate the relative im
portance of the schemes. It was suffi
cient that the Chilliwack railway scheme 
was a matter of vast importance to a 
populous and growing community, which 
was kept from full prosperity by the ab
sence of -the outlet which the proposed 
railway would give. All the provinee had 
been asked for was -two per cent. »n 
about a quarter of a million—a mere 
guarantee of interest to that amount— 1 
and it was certain that the road would J 
pay from the start. The people were there I 
and the business was there; there was no 
speculation tibout the matter. The house 
bad granted the guarantee last session, 
but the government had refused to carry 
it out, and when the premier had spoken 
of the matter at Chilliwack, he told the 
people that he had merely put it off In 
order to do better for them. Now we 
were left to infer that nothing is to be 
done. It was strange -to say the least 
of it that a perfectly safe and sound 
scheme like the Chilliwack raiVway-- 
where everything was plain, open and 
aboveboard-was refused the loan of the 
provincial mtdit-for that wa, aiu there 1 
wa, no risk of the lo„ °.f. 1
the Mme government which had rujhed 
ahead with auch hu.te to 
principle and intercut on a aehetne, hljhlj 
hnpMtant no doubt, but «till npeenlltive 
t„ a degree. Coming back to Nakusp- 
8 «an take an extract from the pre- ü.n®?. «neech "He, Mr. Davie, preMed 
town Mr. Van Horne to build the line.

* * * He, (Mr. Davie, then arranged 
with the Nakuep-Slocan railway com- 
„any to build the road, and he, Mr. U* 
vie, then concluded an agreement between 
the d’aeifie company and the .Nakuep * 
Moean." All this took place Met eum- 

after the N. & S. Company had il-t 
a barter from this house, and the ques
tion .«»» to «rise: In "hat rapacity 
was "he. Mr.Dorie' -tin* J***
!rtXh * o^“ held . charter 
ï“d then arranged with that company to 
tom it. own line? The question alw

. :nv The province has al

•rZ’^rr^th^-

appeeZee'dm4latest papers show ns thst
^construction company ta-JW * 
their «P““Z^Lnstruetiou es.mp.ny.

r«- j-k* •srie5K
.live foato, ealcnlations for
the aaTr‘5f.r .. dte Bguri-g was con-

zrdishonest eo^rteon had ^  ̂

r^LtZhe plea that Jhe province

^mil”-.th"nctiodE0,o«hi.^houe.t

SSSi.“S èrâ-^^hou. jy-JS

rented, d‘r^for’“"i"tTo.kicine this fancy |
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'h-6 ““'“..Stitms Uout ™SUnnd in- •

Tr..r'mZtTe °h.V just ro& to won,d have 
Iteen correct had bM.
ince can get money ' t pay
..hen into «»-£. ^„leUZn. guVa higher rate for ffie wnp.uet ^ ^ ^
anteed—tncludi g the difforence in
ml.n’°nt oZthe latter amount, and under
reS-cip,e.-d interest^,
.Inking fund wreuld ^k^ 0f
charge ® P! This was aside from
course, (be larger. booed those

^ wehftd the?£2;K,te^35
would run out, and the lessee* were »



make *ooi orTOàfyJV>r ff*
T«rtin* » the qoeatwn he had •*«.
"Where did the compeer come 1«J he 
thought the whole affair bore a very su** 
hMooa asoect. One day the premier SpreeentrfMmeelf a. the chief »»">*“* 
negotiator of the whole affetr-the neit. 
heanswered a lot of importa.! qne^on. 
about the enterprise in the wonts, * ™ 
not know, neither did I enquire. Then 
be had given the house a rumored 
calculation founded upon palpably dishon
est data. Couple these things with, the 
evident reluctance to afford information, 
and the many and emphatic statements of 
men who had seen the work, and the 
grounds of suspicion were plain enough. 
He, Mr. Brown, had a statement which 
showed that somebody stood to Clegr a 
quarter of a million on the line, if it never 
earned a dollar. Even aside from these 
suspicious circumstances, it is quite plain 
that the province would have gained 
largely, both directly and indirectly, by 
building the line Itself. As for the state
ments presented, they are ex parte, and 
so made up of supposition and hearsay, 

i that they are of little value. For iu- 
! stance, the statement as to the men com
posing the construction company is an 
affidavit that somebody told somebody 
thot so-au-so formed the company. It 
was easy -to pi'ove anything in such a 
fashion as that. Mr. Brown then re
viewed the acts and utterances of the 
government in the matter, and said that 
when these were coupled with the strong 
statements published in the papers, and 
the assertion of engineers who knew the 
line, to tiie effect that it was not cost
ing within at least $4000 per mile of the 
amount guaranteed, one was forced to 
one of two conclusions : Either the gov
ernment had managed matters in such a 
way as to give some individuals a chance 
to make a large Illegitimate profit out of 
the railway, or else they had been so ig- ; 
notant and so careless that certain men 
had made cat-spews of them for their 
private advantage. (Applause.)

iHon. "Mr. Vernon said there had been 
no objeffiction to the act passed last year, 
and if that brll had been carried out there 
would be nothing said now. But the 
government made a hotter bargain, one 
that would save money for the province. 
The government had done as they did at 
the suggestion of Ixmdon financiers. The 
people all over the province and the O. !

I P. B. pressed the government to take ;
! steps to have the road constructed. The 
C. P. R. said if the government had the 

■ Nakusp road constructed, they would 
construct their road from Revel- 
stake to Arrow 'Lake, so that the 
government in acting as "they did had 
the Nakusp road built and were instru
mental in having the Revelstoke and Ar
row Lake line built. When the line was , 
completed the ores could be brought to 
the coast and sent around the Horn to ! 
Swansea for smelting for less than the ; 
ore could be sent to the United States. 
The matter had been looked into by the. 
government and the C. P. R. before ?my- 
thing was done. The C. P. R. were not 
in the habit of rushing in and leasing 
every road that the government wished to 
buHd. There was no question about 
the road being a good one. The oppo
sition must have seen by the correspond
ence that the road was a first-class one. 
The only question was, did the road cost 
too much. The government was not 
building the road, although they were 
contributing largely to it But it must be 
remembered that the company obtained 
the charter from the Dominion govern
ment at considerable expense. It was 
oot to be expected that the government 
would, if they could, step in and take 
the charter away from the company.

The debate was adjourned until 8 
o’clock.

(Mr. tirant presented a petition signed 
by 700 citizens asking that the clause to 
dose barber shops on Sunday be struck 
out. The petition was received.

Tbe bouse rose at 6 o’clock.

EVENING SESSION.
Hon. Mr. Vernon continued the debate 

on the Nakusp & Hlocao Railway bill, 
emphasizing the arguments be advanced 
before recess in support of the measure. 
The government had proved their asser
tions by sworn statements made by re-, 
Sponsible men. The assertions made by ! 
the opposition were mere heresay. It 
mss true the O.P.R. engineer had said 
the road could be built for $15,200 a 
mile, but it must be remembered that he 
calculated that it would cost the O.P.R. 
that. Other companies could not build 
the road us cheaply as the O.P.R., as the 
O.P.R. had their own engineers and roll
ing stock and could transport their own | 
material. The objections of the opposi- j 
tiun had resolved into the statement that | 
the government had paid more for the 
road than they should. But after per- : 
puing the correspondence they must be
lieve otherwise. The general opinion was ! 
that the government had acted in the best | 
interests of the province and had made a 
better bargain than provided for in the 
bill of last year. *

Mr. Cotton said the speeches of the j 
chief commissioner were always enjoyed ■ 
although he could not agree with him. j 
Mr. Vernon had fallen into the same 
rt rite as his colleague, viz., that the «t>- I 
position had some motive for opposing the 
bill. It was quite competent for the op- j 

j position to disagree with the govern- i 
. ment. In introducing the bill of last 
: y ter the premier had promised that if the : power was left in the hands of the gov
ernment to aid the railways, every safe
guard would be placed around tin- 
schemes and no responsibilities would be 
assumed by the province. The premier 
made a trip to Kootenay and decided 
that the railway was needed Immediately. 
From the way the bill was introduced 

• last year one would bave thought that 
: that trip was unnecessary. In July last 
year the C.P.R. engineer reported on the 
cost of the road which gave the govern
ment an idea of the cost, after which 
there was a blank of several months. It 
was not necessary to make insinuations, 
the people could judge of the scheme on 
the facts. The O.P.R. engineer had es

timated the cost of the road at $ 
per mile, which Mr 
liberal estimate, although lo P*- .

-he added for eoa.iudeacier It 
„ advanced b, Mr. Vernon that the t* 
Ornate of the C.P.U. engmeer a, to he

! «at of the building of a road by ü* L 
,, h Should not be taken aa a baitw ot 
the coat to other companies. ^
sure that the engineer would make a 
liberal eetimate of the cost of «JJ™*?; 
rs if it cost his company more than n.s 
estimate his position would not be worth 
o uch. He had no doubt that the engu- 
eer'e eetimate was a libérai one. Bktri 
ordinary provision, were Wared in the 
specification, for the construction of .he 
road, one of which wan that there ehonld 
be a cheque of imooo eneloeed. Fhia 
ie a very large amount, an no wonder 
there were very few tender, «hd that 
only one contractor complied with the 
«neeifi on lions. If new tender» had been 
called for under the new e«"iiitlon<lwhleb 
did nway with the necessity << depositing 
to, «ornons cheque the tender, won d 
hare no doubt been very different u 
tor govern meet had looked after the mat 
ter propery they would here wen to It 
that new tende» were called fior under 
toe new condition», which would deorenac t£ amount that the government would 
have to guarantee. Until the government 
had shown the house more facts and fig
ures the opposition would continue to 
hold that the government had not prop 
erly protected the province for the am
ount that they had made the province re
sponsible for. He contended that if the 
matter had been properly attended to 
nearly $200.000 could be saved. The ne
cessity for contractors to deposit $118,- 
000 had prevented many contractors from 
tendering. The present contractor hud 
decreased his tender from $25,000 a mile 
under that condition to $17,500 a mile 
under the new conditions. The 2 per 
cent, sinking fund for 25 years would not 
pay the amount as the premier had said. 
If the railway was to be all the premier 
kaid it would the province would never 
get it as the company would pay their 
interest and have a lot left. There was 
no provision to bind the C.P.R. to leave 
the road in proper condition wheii their 
lease is up. A couple of streaks of rust 
tm rotten ties may be left. The govern
ment was allowing the matter to be car
ried on in such, a way that the road 
would cost more than it should. New 
rails could be delivered on the ground for 
$32 a t«m, while the C.P.R. was charging 
the government $40 for second hand rails. , 
This was quite a large Item by itself. If ' 

FT the government had found it necessary 
■ to change the arrangements provided for 
in the act of lust year they should have 1 
changed the details to conform to the 
new conditions. If it was proposed to 
subsidize, railways as the government 
bad done in this case, the province might 
just as well own the roads. As far ns he 
could see ten persons had put up $3,000 
apiece as a guarantee fund, which they 
would have returned to them with what 

1 ever jwofits were derived from the wi>rk 
| done with the money provided by the 
government After the province bad bhilt , 
the road, the company in their magna- i 
mi nit y say the province may have 48 per 
cent, of the stock if they pay for it. The 
government had been careful not to ex
plain why they hud not treated the Nic
ola and Chilliwack railways the same as 
they had treated the Nakusp company. 
The premier told the people of the inter
ior and Nanaimo that the government had 
a comprehensive railway policy, but it 
had not made its appearance in the house 
as yet If the province finds all the 

* money to build the railways and takes all 
the risks the province should receive all 
the gains. If the Nakusp and C.P.R. 
companies make $100,000 or more they 
have a perfect right to it, but the people 
look to the government to protect them. 
The government had not acted prudently 
nor had they made a good bargain for 
the province. (Applause.)

Mr. HaH spoke in answer to Mr. Oot- 
tdm and in favor of the bill.

Mr. tirant thought the government had 
done just what they should have done 
and he did not think the province would 
lose anything. In fact he thought the 
government did not do enough in the way 
of eeicouragfcng the building of railways. 
The road could not have been built at a 
cheaper rate.
, Mr. Booth gald it was necessary that u 
railway should be built in the district 
through which the Nakusp & Slovun rail
way runs. He commended the govern
ment for changing their railway polity 
and following the plan that they had pur
sued. He did not think any fault could 
be found with the government for not 
proceeding with the Chilliwack road. The 
fact that the C.P.R. had undertaken to 
run the road for 60 per cent, of the grow 
earnings was a guarantee that the pro
vince would not pe called upon to pay 
anything. t I

Hon. Mr. Davie wanted to make u j 
second speech, but Hon. Mr. Beaven ob- j 
jected unless every member was given the ,j 
same opportunity.

Mr. Speaker—I will not allow any I 
member to speak twice.

Hon. Mr. Davie—Yon all want to 
speaks twice, ten against one.

Mr. Cotton—Why, are you the only 
member of the government? You have 
got three members to every opposition 
member.

The bill was read a second time by 10 
to 10, Mr. Grant voting with the govern
ment.

, The adjourned debate on Mr. 8word>
: motion to refer to a select committee, the 
bill to authorize the granting of a crown 

j grant of the towneite of Three Forks,
! was taken up.

The motion to refer the bill to a select 
! committee was negatived and Mr. Brown 
continued the debate on the second read
ing. He did not think it was proper 
legislation to provide that a crown grant 
should be issued two months before the 
regular time. The statute books coula 
be filled with such legislation. The growth 
of the town could not be seriously im
peded by waiting two months for the is*

i suance of the crown grant’ Tie would 
feel uncomfortable If he found that on 
exporte statements he had deprived some
body of their rights.

Hon. Mr. Vernon explained that the 
bill had Iwn left on the order paper for 
over a mouth to allow any rival claim 
ants to protest against it, which not one 
had done. There were no public or pri
vate rights affected.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Davie rose to a question of 

privilege. In the Times on Monday 
evening there was published un extract 
from a leading article from the News-Ad- 
vertiaer, which said that in 1892 when tile 
Twin cities railway bill was before the 
house, the attorney-general argued as 
the clpef rvnstm for refusing to grant 
a second company a charter, the fact that 
the miupauy which had already con
structed a line tunl neither asked for 
nor received any aid from the province.” 
Mr. Davie said that was entirely false.

The report on the bill to authorize cer
tain dykiug and drainage works in the 
district of New West mi ueter was adopt
ed after the bill had been amended.

The Hall's mines bill was portly Con
sidered in committee anil the house ad
journed at 11:50.

iniHU air. Heaven said mr was sorry 
that the last speaker did not reoognlz» 
the fact that a great deal of the dietre.* 
in the province was caused by the em
ployment of Chinese. It was nonsense to 
say that the clause would drive capi
tal out. This was said when the Van
couver water works company's bill was 
)»efore the house, and it was inserted and i 
did not prevent the company from invest- \ 
in g their capital.

Mr. Anderson spoke against the clause j
Mr. Browu said the government were 

very fund of saying they wanted to re
strict Chinese labor, but when they were 
given a chance to do something they got 
out of it in some way.

Hou. Mr. Davie said that as the com 
puny had said they did not wish to e?t 
ploy Chinamen their sincerity should be 
put to the test. He would therefore vote 
for the clause.

Mr. Hunter introduced an amendment 
to include all foreigners.

Hon. Mr. Davie said some of the other 
foreigners were more dangerous compet
itors of the workingman -than were the 
Chinamen.

Mr. Hunter withdrew his first amend-

The house rose at 6 o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLi
Bills Being Passed Thr 

House Without
Deal of Delay.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Another Long But Very Quiet Sew 

sion Held Yesterday After
noon and Evening.

A Member of Bills Finally Passed 
and Others Advance a 

Stage.

APRIL 3.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 
The committee on the tiauvrean exped

ition presented its report, accompanying 
whieU was the evidence taken; Report 
was received.

Hon. Mr. Beaven presented an amended i 
petition from llobt. T. Williams respect- j 
ing the binding of the statutes. The j 
hjleaker having ruled the forme* one out, ! 
as their was no prayer.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved that the pet
ition be received and printed.

Hon. Mr. Turner anid the petition con
tained statements that should be consider
ed before being printed.

The speaker ruled that the petition 
should remain on the table for 24 hours 

Mr. Rogers moved that whereas by the j 
Dominion tariff a bounty of two dollars 
per ton of pig iron is allowed ; and where- j 
as there is a large quantity of lead ore • 
m the province which might be mined and j 
become a very valuable industry and ; 
source of profit; therefore, be it resolved, 
that the Dominion government be urged 
to make a similar regulation in the tanff 
and allow a bounty on pig lead. The 
resolution was adopted.

The house again went into committee 
on the Hall mines bill which was report- j 
ed complete.

The consolidated electric railway and , 
light company’s bill was passed through 
committee.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a message 
containing the final supplementary esti
mates.

The school act was passed through com
mittee, Dr. Milne not being present to 
introduce his proposed amendments.

Mr. Brown asked the leader of the gov
ernment: 1. Have any charges been pre- 
fered against the government agent in 
West Kootenay district of improper con
tint in the discharge of his official du
ties? 2. If so, what waa the nature of 
the charges? 3. What steps has the gov
ernment taken to Investigate the matter?

Hon. Mr. Davie naked which govern
ment agent was referred to.

Mr Browns Mr. Fitzstobbs.
Hon. Mr. Davie—No charges have been 

preferred.
Mr. Brown ashed the leader of the goy- 

—ernment the following questions :-rl. 
Was not the attention of the government 
called to the lawlessness prevailing in 
the Northern Archipelago, by responsible 
men, some six months before the murder 1 
.of O'Connor and Green? 2. If so, why 
were no steps taken until after the oe 
carre nee of these crimes?

Hon. Mr. Davie said there had been 
Information received from time to time 
regarding the liquor traffic, but further 
than this there were no complaints of 
lawlessness. ,

Several amendments, agreed upon, by 
the premier and the members for West
minster district, were inserted on con
sideration , of the report of the drainage, 
dyking and irrigation bill.

The bill respecting the official map of 
Qua mi chan district was finally passed.

In committee of the whole, on the 
Horsefly hydraulic mining company’s bill, 
Hon. Mr. Beaven moved the following as 
a new section: “And also ft covenant 
that the company, or their agents, will 
not employ a Chinese or Japanese per
son in or about or on the property de
mised, or on any part thereof, or on the 
work in connection therewith, under a 
sufficient penalty to enforce the obser
vance of the covenants.”

Hon. Mr. Davie said he did not think 
there would be any objection to prevent 
the company from employing Chinese 
miners, but the company should be al
lowed to employ a Chinese cook.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said that would leave 
the clause open to evasion. little ex
ceptions would open the door to the em
ployment of Chinamen.

Dr. Milne said the province was giv
ing the company! a great deal and the 
least they should do would be not to em
ploy Chinamen.

Mr. Rogers favored the clause if It was 
Imposed on all companies alike.

Mr. Grant made a* long plea for the I 
Chinese.

EVENING SESSION.
The bill to authorize certain dyking and 

drainage works in the district of New 
Westminster was read a third time and 
paused.

The house went into committee, Mr. 
Kitchen in the chair, to consider the bill 
to provide for official scalers of timber. 
The bill was reported complete with am
endments.

The bill to authorize a crown grant for 
the towneite of Three Forts was pass-d 
through the final stages.

Dr. Milne moved the second reading of 
the creditor*’ trust deeds bill. The act of 
1890 he said was unworkable and he 
proposed to alter tide. An assignment 
registered in one district would not hold 
good in other districts. The Mil provided 
that an assignment registered in one dis
trict would bold good all over the pro
vince. The act of 1890 does not say 
when or for how long the notice should 
be published; Ms bill provided that it 
should be pubttAed in a newspaper for 
n month. Then by the bill an alignment 
would take precedence of all judgments, 
and provision was made for the calling of 
a meeting of creditors within teu days 
from the date of the assign meut. A cred
itor could vote either personally or by 
proxy and a scale was ,proposed for the 
number of votes that cnsHtoro should 
have. By the present act a, mau to 
whom $1 was owed had the same vote 
as a man to whom $5.000 was owed. 
The assignees could be voted re numera
tion by the creditors. It was not fair to 
ask -the assignees to do the work for 
nothing. The amendments, he thought, 
would make the act of 1890 workable.

H Hon. Mr. Beaven said there were some 
provisions in the bill that required care
ful consideration. There were other pr> 
visions that were good. If auy insolvency 
act was passed through the Dominion 
bouse it would precede the bill before the 
house.

The debate was adjourned, the attor
ney-general beiug absent.

Mr. Martin moved the second rending 
of the game Mil. Jt was a different bill 
to the one which was given a six mouths' 
h<d*t. The clause to which objection had 
been taken had been struck out 

Hon. Mr. Heaven said the bill was 
practically the same as the one feat hud 
been given a six months’ hoist.

Hou. Mr. Vernon contended that the 
principal of the former biH was the ex
portation of deer skins, which feature had 
been struck out of the present bill.

Mr. Speaker said it was for the house 
I’ to decide.

The MH was read a second time.
The house went into committee. Mr. 

Hall iu the chair, to consider the cuttle 
act. Mr. Semi In introduced an amend
ment which was adopted, providing that 
it would not be necessary <to reregister 
brands already registered.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments.

Mr. Rogers moved the second reeding 
of toe lice»™ bill, which he »eid would' 
explain itself.

-Mr. Kitchen aald the trouble 1» the bill 
. was that it did not explain what »or- 
tioM the bill intended to amend.

I Mr. Sword said there were no simpler 
1 provision* in the present act

iMr. Hunter—The bill provides for ad
ditional safeguards in connection with 
the transfer of leceoees.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—The trobule is that 
the biH recognizes the tight to transfer 
licenses. _ .. ,

On the motion to read the bill a second 
thne nine voted for and nine against the 
hill. The speaker gave his casting vote 
in favor of -the bill. He said he thought 
he should follow the English pra«iee and 
allow the Mil to go to committee of the 
whole for further discussion. \

-Hon. Col. Baker continued the debate 
on Hon. Mr. Beaven’» motion: “Inut 
this house is of opinion that whenever . 
two or more statutes bearing upon the I 
same subject are combined and issued 
from the printing office prior to tbefco" 
eolidatiou being legalised by the legM»* 
live assembly, that the pamphlet eo is
sued should bear an endorsement indica
ting that the consolidation had not been 
so legalized, but that the original «ta 
tûtes could be perused in the annual vol
ume mentioning it.” Col. Baker moved 
an amendment to strike out all the words 
after 'subject” In the second line and in
sert "are legalised by the legislative as
sembly, the Lteut.-Govemor-in-couocil 
should be authorized to consolidate the 
statutes into one act.”

Hon. Mr. Beaven contended that that
• ~ ' f» n ' OUU.- - —— Ann«W*mllti

Does the Government Show 
ism in Giving Out T| 

Book-Binding.
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The Speaker took the chaltj 
o’clock; prayers by the Rev. 
Macleod.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved that 
do resolve itself into a commit! 
whole, for the purpose of consii 
petition of Robert T. Williams 
erence to the binding of the 
journals and sessional papers 
sembly, and other work of a sii 
acter required by the province; 
copies of all tenders and contl 
such work, received or execute 
the last right years, be place1 '' 
house and referred 
'Hie mover said> turtifi.» ^ tj,e 
it would be sritf 
pressed the opiuion thaT*4" " 
be called for for the binding of 
utes, etc. The resolution had 
nored. The work had been gi 
matter of favoritism. The go’ 
had paid $1 a volume for binl 
statutes of 1883. This had beeJ 
M. Miller. He had shown the! 
several practical binders and rh< 
estimate he had for it was 40 
the government pays $1 for it 
competition, although the house 
ders should be called for. If t| 
so what about the two hundred 
bound in paper for which the go’ 
paid 75 cents a volume. If the 
ment had 60 cents a volume t 
away for binding the statutes the 
spend it on roads, streets and 
When work of the kind had to 
it should be put up to public coinl 
It might be a way of obtaining 
support, but it was not the way 
with public funds.

Hon. Col. Baker read a statemel 
the Queen’s printer saying that 
liams formerly did the binding 
some reason refused to do any ml 
the work was given to Mr. Mill 
did it more cheaply than Mr. 
bad been doing it,

■Mr. Semlin said he was surprisl 
a member of the government ref] 
allow the matter to be investi* 
committee of the whole. The boni 
come to the conclusion that the 
ment had been using the public 
with liberality and extravagance 
litical purposes while the people w« 
ing out for roads, streets and 
The petition from IMr. Williams 
the charge that the government wn| 
ing money.

Hon. Mr. Turner said he had 
ment from a workman saying 
other binder paid higher wages a 
ed his men shorter hours than M: 
liams. The statement was entii 
as much credence as were the statl 
in Mr. Williams’ petition. In 11 
Y88fi, when tenders were called 
binding the sessional papers and s| 
Mr. William*’ tender was *3.05 I 
three volumes, and Mr. Miller bid] 
Later on when the statute booki 
much larger the late Hon. Mr. 
increased the price to be paid. Y< 
fore last tenders were called for fol 
work for the land registry office a 
contract was awarded to Mr. Mil) 
cause his work was better.

(Mr. Brown said the last speaktl 
overlooked the main point in thi 
Hon, via., that the work should b 
by contract. There were four bl: 
in tile province capable of doini 
work, and the question was why wj 
work not done by public compel 
Hie stances are that the province 
ing too much for the work. The on I 
of the charges was to call for to 
The statements read by *Mr. Turnei 
no d^oubt inspired by the rival esti

'Hon. Mr. Davie thought the 
could be safely left in the hands 
government. As had been shown 
finance minister, Mr. Williams had 
ed more for binding small books thaï 
Miller charged for binding lurgJ 
unies. At times tenders were call! 
for binding. He thought tenders 
be called for, and he had no doubi 
tenders would be called for this 
The work was not given to Mr. : 
for political purposes, at Mr. Wii 
waa as strong a supporter of the g<E 
ment as was Mr. Miller. f

Dr. Milne said the government J 
place before the house the tenders! 
contracts. But they bad not calleg 
tenders as laid down in the résolutif 
the house. The attorney-general 
said Mr. Williama was a government 
porter. Why It was only a few 
ago that Mr. Williams was an oj 
tion candidate to the government, 
only way he could receive any go 
ment work was by being friendly t< 
government.

Mr. Hunter -spoke In opposition t. 
resolution.

'Mr. Cotton said the members werl 
premier «trly m the sel 

that tenders were called for. This F 
the reasop why thie resolution was 
mtroduced early in the session.

gAfiB B%t£.S|

petition.
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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Bille Being Passed Through the 

House Without a Great 
Deal of Delay.

Does the Government Show Fovorit- 
ihim in Giving Out Their 

Book-Binding.

APRIL 6th.
The Speaker took the chair at two 

o’clock; prayers by the Rev. P. McF. 
Macleod.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved that the house 
do resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole, for the purpose of considering the 
petition of Robert T. Williams with ref
erence to the binding of the statutes, 
journals and sessional papers of the as
sembly, and other work of a similar char
acter required by the province; and that 
copies of all tenders and contracts for 
such work, received or executed during 
the last eight years, oefore
house and referred $jpj»uc]' committee. 
The mover snid> rtvfhh*».the journals,’ 
it would be seen that the ? >use had ex
pressed the opinion thii r TSefldto# Snmif.l 
be called for for the binding of the stat
utes, etc. The resolution had been ig
nored. The work had been given as a 
matter of favoritism. The government 
had paid $1 a volume for binding the 
statutes of 1893. This had been paid to 
M. Miller. He had shown the book to 
several practical binders and the highest 
estimate he had for it was 40 cents and 
the government pays $1 for it without 
competition, although the house said ten
ders should be called for. If that was 
so what about the two hundred volumes 
bound in paper for which the government 
paid 76 cents a volume. If the govern
ment had 60 cents a volume to throw 
away for binding the statutes they should 
spend it on roads, streets and bridges. 
When work of the kind had to be done 
it should be put up to public competition. 
It might be a way of obtaining political 
support, but it was not the way to deal 
with public funds.

Hon. Col. Baker read a statement from 
the Queen's printer saying that Mr. Wil
liams formerly did the binding but for 
some reason refused to do aby more and 
the work was given to Mr. Miller, who 
did it more cheaply than Mr. Williams 
bad been doing it.

■Mr. Semlin said he was surprised that 
a member of the government refused to 
allow the matter to be investigated in 
committee of the whole. The house must 
come to the conclusion that the govern
ment had been using the public money 
with liberality and extravagance for po
litical purposes while the people were call
ing out for roads, streets and bridges. 
The petition from (Mr. Williams verified 
the charge that the government was wast
ing money.

Hon. Mr. Turner said he had a state
ment from a workman saying that an
other binder paid higher wages and work
ed his men shorter hours than Mr. Wil
liams. The statement was entitled to 
as much credence as were the statements 
in Mr. Williams’ petition. In 1885 and 
1886, when tenders were called for for 
binding the sessional papers and statutes 
Mr. Williams’ tender was 83.06 for the 
three volumes, and Mr. Miller bid $1.80. 
Later on when the statute books were 
much larger the late Hon. -Mr. Robson 
increased the price to be paid. Year be
fore last tenders were called for for some 
work for the land registry office and the 
contract was awarded to Mr. Miller be
cause his work was better.

Mr. Brown said the last speaker had 
overlooked the main point in the peti
tion, vie., that the work should be done 
by contract. There were four binderies 
in the province capable of doing the 
work, and the question was why was the 
work not done by public competition? 
The ehances are that the province is pay
ing too much for the work. The only test 
of the charges was to call for tenders. 
The étalements read by *Mr. Turner were 
no doubt inspired by the rival establish
ment.

«Hon. Mr. Davie thought the matter 
could be safely left in the hands of the 
government. As had been shown by the 
finance minister, Mr. WilBams had charg
ed more for binding small jtooks than Mr. 
Miller charged for binding larger vol
umes. At times tenders were called for 
for binding. He thought tenders should 
be called for, and he had no doubt that 
tenders would be called for this year. 
The work was not given to Mr. Miller 
for political purposes, as Mr. Williams 
was as strong a supporter of the govern
ment as was Mr. Miller.

■Dr. Milne said the government should 
place before the house the tenders and 
contracts. But they bad not called for 
tenders as laid down m the resolution of 
the house. The attorney-general had 
said Mr. Williams, was a government sup
porter. Why It was only a few years 
ago that Mr. Williams was an opposi
tion candidate to the government. The 
only way he could receive any govern
ment work was by being friendly to the 
government.

Mr. Hunter -spoke in opposition to the 
resolution. ,

IMr. Cotton said the members were as
sured by. the premier early in the session 
that tenders were called for. This was 
the reason why thit resolution was not 
introduced early in the session. From 
what the finance mipister had said he 
bad thought that Mr; Williams was a 
terrible person, but the premier had vin
dicated Mr. Williams’ character. Af
ter the statement of -the premier the 
bopse could place every reliance upon the 
petition.

(Hon. Mr. iBeaven said the last speaker 
had shown why the resolution had not 
been introduced early in the session. On 
the strength of what the premier had told 
him early in the session he had told peo
ple that tenders were called for for the 
binding. The members were in an un
fortunate position if they could not be
lieve what a minister of the crown told 
them. It was too late to appoint a se
lect committee, so the only way to deal 
with the matter was to resolve the house 
into committee of the whole and have 
the papers brought down. The tenders 
put in several years ago were no criterion. 
Mr. Williams' political opinions had noth
ing to do with the matter. The question 
was could a sum of money be saved by 
the province. In 1888 it was said ten
ders rwould be called for for binding the 
consolidated statutes, but it was never 
done.

Hon. (Mr. Davie said he did not remem
ber saying that tenders were called for 
the binding.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the statement 
was made in committee on the estimates. 
He did not think the premier meant to 
mislead the house. It was the provincial 
secretary’s work to attend to the matter.

The resolution was negatived on a di
vision of 15 to 9.

Hon. Mr. Davie presented papers re
specting the case of Davies vs. McMil-

■Mr. Kitchen asked the premier: (1) 
Is it the intention of the government to 
do anything to redeem the premier’s prom
ise made at Chilliwack in regard to the 
Chilliwack railroad? (2.) On what 
grounds did the executive decline to carry 
out the legislation of last session regard
ing the Chilliwack railroad?
^ Hon. Mr. Davie—Oh, that’s out of or-

Mr. Speaker reserved his decision.
Hon. Mr. Davie continued the debate on : 

ithe Creditors’ Trust Deeds bill. There 
were, he said, good points in the bill. 
When the previous bill was passed there 
were only two registry offices in .the prov
ince, so it was not so difficult to register 
assignments all over the province. The 
bill before the house remedied it. The 
eliiuse’that provided that an assignment 
should take precedence of all judgments 
would meet with objections. There was ; 
not much objection to other portions of \ 
the till, although it should be approached l 
with timidity as mistakes coulfi easily. ; 
creep into such legislation. He would i 
not, however, vote against the bill.

The bill was read a second time.
Hon. Mr. Davie presented an order-in

council respecting law and order in the 
northern portion of the province.

The house went into committee on the 
game bill.

The bon. gentleman from Cowichan dis
trict defended the mountain goat. He 
is, he said, a harmless creature and does 
not even get “as full as a goat,” no mat
ter what the provocation. The member 
for Lillooet at this point took a hand In 
the “game” and called down the mem
ber from Cowichan. He defended him
self against the aspersions that he was 
a “pot-hunter” but maintained that he 
would take his chances in a “jack-pot.” 
The leader of the opposition “chipped-in” 
and so did the member for Comox who 
was a “hunter” and took a shot at

Hon. (Mr. Beaven moved an amend
ment which would allow deerskins to be 
exported. The amendment was lost.

The bill <waa reported complete with 
amendments.

On consideration of the report on the 
municipal bill, Mr. Brown moved an 
amendment to the declaration for voters 
to agree with the qualifications placed in 
the bill. It was adopted.

Mr. Kitchen moved an amendment es
tablishing householder qualifications in ru
ral municipalities. Adopted.

(Mr. Anderson moved the following as 
a new sub-eection: “To limit and define 
an area adjoining and surrounding the 
public markets of the said corporation, 
within which area so established by the 
council no fish, game, poultry, or other 
articles which the council may deem ob
jectionable shall be sold, or exposed for 
sale, except at the public market or mar
kets within the said area, and to fix a 
penalty for any contravention thereof." 
The amendment was negatived.

Hon. Mr. Beaven moved an amend
ment providing that a by-law to be pass
ed should receive the support of 65 per 
cent, of those who vote. 'Hie amendment 
was lost.

(Hon. Mr. Beaven moved the following 
as a new section: No by-law for bor
rowing money, which is not to be *e* 
payable within the then current year, or 
for contracting a debt or otherwise upon 
the credit of a corporation of a city muni
cipality to meet an expenditure or to in
cur a liability beyond the municipal rev
enue for the current year, shall be in
troduced or passed by the council of the 
corporation unless (in addition to the 
other requirements in that respect) a pe
tition signed by the owners of the land or 
real property in the limits of the munici
pality subject to taxation, and represent
ing at least one-half In value of the land 
or real property on the then last revised 
assessment roll, has first been presented 
to the council requesting that a by-law 
may be introduced and considered by the 
council, stating definitely its purpose. 
This, Mr. Beaven contended, was neces
sary as the house had practically abolish
ed property qualifications.

The amendment was lost.
The house rose at 6 o’clock.

EVENING SESSION.
/Mr. Gfcant moved an amendment to the 

municipal bill which would provide that 
the corporation should pay their share 
of local improvement works. Adopted.

Hon. Mr. iBeaven moved the follow
ing- as a new clause: “285. The person 
to whom a new license to sell by retail 
has been granted and issued shall not be * 
entitled or allowed to transfer the same 
to any other person, but If1 he desires a 
renewal of the said license in hie own 
name he Shall make application for such 
renewal, personally or by agent, to the 
board of licensing commissioners sitting 
in open court, and the said board may 
grant or refuse a renewal of the same 
at its discretion.” This, Mr. Beaven 
said, imposed no new regulation on.- the 
license holders; it simply made it neces
sary for the license holder to advertise 
for a renewal. *

(Mr. Speaker ruled that the amend
ment, with the exception of the first 
tiwo lines, was out of order, as a similar 
motion had been negatived at the same 
stage of the till.

Hon. Mr, Beaven amended the résolu-, 
tion as suggested, and it was negativ
ed.

Mr. Grant moved an amendment pro
viding for a board of commissioners to 
deal with the sinking funds of Victoria. 
The proposed clause to deal with this

“116 a. A board of commissioners, 
consisting of three persons to be appoint
ed as hereinafter mentioned, shall have 
the control and management of all the 
sinking funds and interest of the cor
poration of the city of Victoria, and of 
all moneys realized from special loans 
until such time as the same be required 
for the purpose or purposes for which 
they were obtained. (Such board of com
missioners may invest such sinking funds 
either in acquiring local improvement de
bentures issued by the said corporation, 
or on first mortgage of real estate, pro
vided that no advance shall be made on 
mortgage as aforesaid for an amount 
greater than one-third of the assessed 
value of such real estate, and at a rate 
<xf interest not greater than seven per 
cent., or may be deposited in any char
tered bank doing business in the said 
city of Victoria from time to time as may 
be necessary, but in no case shall any 
investment of any particular sinking fund 
or of any unexpended moneys or special 
loans, be made for à period longer than 
the periods specified in the by-law or 
other authority " authorizing such loans 
at which the same matures, or in case 
of unexpended money* beyond a period
of one year; and all interest and accumu
lations arising from such investments as 
aforesaid shall be subject to be dealt 
with in. like manner and as aforesaid. 
The corporation of the city of Victoria 
may appoint, • by resolution under the 
seal of the corporation, one of such com
missioners; the Lieutenant-Governor in 
council may, by order in council, appoint 
one of such commissioners; and the third I 
of such commissioners shall be appointed 1 
by a judge of fihe supreme court of j 
British Columbia upon application in a I 
summary manner by said corporation. ! 
Each of the said commissioners shall hokl 
office during the pleasure of his appoint
or, end all sinking funds and aceumulat- 

| ed interest in connection with special loans:
of the said corporation shall be vested 

! in the said commissioners, in trust for 
the purpose for whidh, they were obtain
ed, subject to investment as hereinbefore 
provided'. Such commissioners may be 
paid such remuneration for their services 
as may be mutually agreed upon by the 
council of the said corporation and the 
Lieutenant-Governor in- council, to be 
paid by the said corporation.”

Dr. Milne pointed out that money had 
been borrowed in England on the under
standing that the sinking funds would 
be placed in a chartered bank. The pro- 

; position was n dangerous one.
IHon. Mr. Turner opposed the amend

ment. He said it would tend to de
crease the credit of the city.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said it was heedless . 
to state that he was opposed to thé pro
position. It would be breaking faith j 
with the holders of debentures. The city j 
council 4-id not desire tile amendment, j 

Hon. Mr. Davie read the leader of the 
opposition a lecture for calling Hon. Col. j 
Baker the “hero of Crantorook,” but said, 
nevertheless, he had to agree with hlm Î 
regaling the question before the house. ; 

Thé 'amendment was negatived. j
Mr. Grant moved the following as a ; 

new clause: “When the corporation of ; 
any municipality has a sum of money on , 
hand which has been borrowed for a 
special purpose by the authority of a 
loan by-law, and when the council deems 
it undesirable to expend for such purpose 
the money borrowed, it shall be lawful 
for the council to place before the rate
payer» a by-law providing for the ex
penditure of such, sum of money for i 
some other purpose; said by-law shall be 
subject to àt? provision» of the Munlci- 1 
pal act, lfttfrdiw^^nendmenta as to the 
passage of by-laws for creating debts, j 
Adopted. !

Mr. Grant moved to strike out clause 
47 of the act of 1893, which provides for . 
interest on taxes not paid before Decern- j 
her 31st. The amendment was passed, j 

(Hon. Mr. Davie moved the following 
as a new clause: “4. The Lieutenant- , 
Governor in council may, when granting 
letters patent of incorporation to a dis
trict municipality, vary the boundaries 
of the district as mentioned in the peti
tion, for the purpose of making the same 
regular and in conformity with the boun
daries of neighboring municipalities, or 
so that no email piece of land may be 
excluded from any municipality or oth- ! 
erwise, as may be expedient. Adopt-

^The report of the bill was adopted a* j 
amended. ... :

The cattle act amendment bill a as
^/The bouse went into committee,*^ 
Smith in the chair, to eonsrder the U* 
censes act amendment bill. n

Mr. Brown moved the the committee , 
rise. This brought about a long discus- , 

‘sion, the motion Anally being voted j 
down.

i>r. Watt 'moved an amendment pro* 
vidlng that no license «hall be issued to 
a Chinaman. • The amendment was 
adopted and the bill was reported com
plete.

Mr. Speaker ruled that the question 
asflted by Mr. Kitchen dimqg the afterr 
noon should be altered, which he had 
done. The questions would now read: 
1. Is it the intention of the government 
to do anything in regard to the Chilli
wack railroad? 2. On what grounds did ' 
the executive fail to carry out the legis
lation of last session regarding the Chil
liwack railroad?

Hon. Mr. Davie deferred his answer.
-Mr. 'Forster, on a question of privilege, 

asked when the return respecting the ar
rears on timber royalties would be print
ed.

(Hon. Mr. Davie contended that such 
documents should not be printed..

Mr. (Brown said it should be printed, 
as it was rumored around that the gov
ernment were favoring some persona.

The drainage, dyking and irrigation 
and the county courts bills were finally 
passed.

The consideration of the report of the 
school bill to amend sub-section 10 to 
read as follows: ‘To suspend or cancel 
for immorality the certificate of qualifi
cation of any teacher; provided always 
that such teadher may appeal from any 
such order to the county court judge of 
t-he district, or to a supreme court judge, 
who shall have power to take evidence 
and confirm or reverse the decision of 
the council.”

Mr. Semlin said the amendment would 
prevent the government from cancelling 
the certificates of teachers because they 
criticized them politically.

•The amendment was lost.
Dr. Milne moved to repeal section 50 

and insert the following: “The trustees 
of any school district shall from time 
to time select and appoint (from amongst 
those persons properly qualified) the 
teacher or teachers in the school die- ; 
tnict of such trustees, and may rvn 
and dismiss such teacher and teacl 
upon giving at least thirty days’ not! 
to the teacher or teachers of such intei 
tion of removal or dismissal, and 
reasons therefor. Nothing in this sectioL, 
shall (be taken to confer on any teacher, 
a right to such thirty days’ notice, or 
salary in lieu of notice, where any teach-1 
er has been- suspended by the trustees | 
for gross misconduct: 'Provided always 
that in any case where the trustees , 
have dismissed or suspended any teacher 
on a charge of gross misconduct, such 
teacher may appeal to the county court j 
judge of the district, .who shall have i 
power to take evidence and confirm or 
reverse the decision of the trustees; bin j 
he shall not order the teacher to be re
instated in the seme school without :he 
consent of the trustees.”

Dr. Milne said this did away with the j 
provision that the council of public in- j 
sfcruction could order the trustees to dis- ; 
miss n teacher. Then also the clause j 
allowed a teacher to appeal to a judge, 
not to t-he council. It was absurd to say 
that a teacher should appeal to the body 
that had dismissed him.

•Hon. Col. (Baker said this was another 
clause to take power out of the hands 
of the'council of public instruction. It 
was in the intereste of the teachers that 
the council, not the trustees, should dis
miss the teachers. It was not what some; 
trustees were.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—We know who the 
members of the council of public instruc

tion are, and some people say they should 
be punished. The way to obtain good 
teachers was to give them some power.

(Mr. Semlin said the council absorbed 
all the" power, so it was useless to elect 
trustee».

Mr. McKenzie considered the proposed 
amendment a good one. The government 
dismissed teachers for political causes. 
Why should not teachers be free? The 
government couM claim no right to med
dle with t-he teachers in the cities.

The amendment was lost.
Dr. Milne moved to strike out the clause 

providing that a candidate for a teacher’s 
certificate must satisfy the board of pub
lic instruction. Men who had the very 
best uuivetwty degrees could not satisfy 
the council, simply because they had 
done something to offend the govern-

The amendment was lost, as was also 
the following introduced by Dr. Milne:

4. To repeal subsection 10' of section 
60 and substitute: To obey the rules and 
regulations made by the council of pubr 
lie instruction. 5. To repeal section 61 
and substitute: Salaries of public school 
teachers in rural districts shall be paid 
monthly from the provincial treasury.
6. To repeal section 64 and substitute: 
School buildings and school lands in rura' 
districts shall be under the control of 
the lands and works department; bw the 
people of any district shall not be de
prived of the use of the school building 
for the purposes of education, without 
the consent of the trustees of the district; 
and provided uo public school reserve 
shall be alienated without the consent 
of the trustees of the school district in 
which such reserve is situate.- . ;

The bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The official scalers of timber bill wi 
passed.

IHon. Mr. Davie said he wished j 
correct an impression that had evi* ~* 
gone forth. He had received a letter^ 
which it was stated that he, Mr. Davie, 
had said tenders .would be called for for 
the bindibg. He had not said that.

Mr. Semlin asked thé premier when 
the house would prorogue.

Hon. Mr. Davie—On Saturday or Mon
day. There are one or two more bills 
to be brought down.

The Consolida ted Electric Railway & 
Light company’s bill was finally passed.

The house adjourned at 32.15.

Iff f



Mr. Sword moved another nmeAdm- nt 
providing that no more bonds should 5w 
issued than sufficient to raise $17,500 per 
mile.

The amendment was lost.
The bill was reported complete w^hinî 

amendments.
The Hall (Mines Company bill was r.»ad 

a third time and passed.
The house adjourned at 11:50 until 

7:30 Saturday evening^ . ______

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. Hon. (Mr. Davie____  presented a message
enclosing a bill -to amend the railway aid 
act, 1893. The bill was reported to the 
house and read a first time.

On consideration of the Keen ses bill, 
Hon. Miy Davie had inserted the only 
clause in the bill introduced early in the 
session, that was not in the present bill. 
This was done so that there sh mid not 
be two bills of the same kind on the 

! statutes. The bill was passed.
I Mr. Kitchen asked the premier: 1. Is 
it the intention of the government ro do 
anything in regard to the Chilliwack rail
road? 2. On what grounds did the ex
ecutive fail to carry out the legislation 
of last session regarding the Cbiljiwavk 
railroad?

(Hon. Mr. Davie—1—Yes. 2—-The 
question carries an assumption with which 
I cannot agree.

Dr. Watt asked the attorney-general 
la it implied in questions 7 and 8 of the 
interrogatories to be answered by claim
ants for enrolment as provincial voters, 
that an elector who has duly established 
his right to registration as a voter, and 
been so registered in nuy district of the 
province, may have his name registered

Select Comirilttee of the House to 
Investigate Book-Bindery 

Charges. iMr. Kitchen asked for an explanation 
of why the government guaranteed $17.- 
500 i>er mile of the railway.

Hon. Mr. Vernon thought it had been 
fully explained on the second reading and 
by the schedules.

/Mr. Kitchen said he wished to know 
how the government could guarantee 
$17,500 per mile in face of the fact that 
the contractor had to tender on the road 
before the line was surveyed or any spe-

Ieifioations or jflans had been prepared. 
Hon. Mr. Davie said it was evident 

that the bon. member would not -'oneid- 
! er the information laid before the bouse.

I He had intended to repeat the facts be 
had laid before the house when moving , 

• the second reading of the bill, bnt his 
I colleagues had considered that useless.
I He. however, would briefly repeat what 

he had said. This he did. If the gov- ! 
ernment, he said, had undertaken to I 
build the road they would not have $11S.- 1 
•400 to draw on, this being the amount | 
found by the company in contemplation of 
the Dominion *ubsidy.

Mr. Brown said he did not intend to 
prolong the discussion as the government 
4ad evidently made up their minds to 
rush the bill through in its present form 
and would steadfastly refuse to give any 
information, simply repeating their old ar
guments.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said the government 
had not attempted to answer the argu
ments against the bill. He took excep
tion to the remark of the attorney-general 
that all members had admitted the ur
gency of the road. He did not because 
he did not know that it was urgent. The 
whole scheme was very simple. The 
attorney-general bad done all the work 
for the company and the province hud 
provided all -the money for the 'onstruc- 
tion of the road. A contract was let to 
a construction company, said byS.-oœc 
to be the same as the railway comiKtny. 
The measure was indefensible. If the 
l>eople supplied the money to build the 
road they sliouSd own it. He lid not 
say the government would have be*n jus
tified in doing that without the saner’.»rt 
of the legislature. No one could p»rnse 
the documents without seeing that the 
whole scheme was surrounded with sus
picion. He had heard the attorney-gen
eral «ay that if it were not for circum
stantial evidence very few murd-rvrs 
would be banged. The circumstantial 
evidence in this coae caused the suspicion. 
The province, according to the pap-re, 
paid all the expense in connection wi#h 
the scheme and the attorney-general took 
a principal part in advancing it.

Hon. Mr. Vernon repeated the speech be 
delivered on the second reading of the 
bill.

■Mr. Forster «aid he never believed that 
it was necessary to rosb the line 'hrough 
as It had been done. The only urgency 
seemed to be to get in ahead of the Ka»- 
lo-Skx-an railway company and kill rhat 
enterprise. If the members of the gov-

AUow * 
ito the* Co. Refuse to 

l„,e»tle»tfo" " 
Nakusp 8cbe

Davie

Nakusp and Blocan Railway BUI 
Passes Through Committee 

of the Whole.
PROVINCIAL. LEG ISLATURl! The speaker took rne cm»»* --- o’clock. Prayeie by Rev. D. Robson.

Mr. Hdffce moved: Whereas it is dj 
si ruble to’th courage the industry of dhij 
building m Brfttib Columbia; and wher| 
as the building of large ships wouftl l 
of great benotit to the province; ay1 
whereas there is (abundance of good tiij 
her a,ml other material eminently adap 
ed to the prosecutiuu of such iuduatc 
therefore be it resolved that in the opi 
ion of tibia house it is deainatie that d 
guvenuneuf should take intp consider 
tion the advisablfity of oufcoiwaging / 
far as rntey be powîble the prosecution • 
the shipbuilding mdmstry in this pro
iuce.There was some discussion as to whet 
er the resolution was m order, the «pea 
er stating 'tihat he thought it was out 
order, tut k suggested that the govei 
ment «tàould offer a bonus.Dr. 'Milne was in favor of the reso) 
tiou, and he would Rke to know what t 
government had done since the passa 
of a shuilar resolution two years ago. 

The resolution was voted down.
Mr. Brown asked the attoruey-geaer 

Is ‘riho act of the Imperial house, k no 
ae tdh "colonial probates act, 1892,” mi 
eieut to justify the govemmnetft in bri 
ing Into force, with respect to the Ui 
ed Kingdom, the act, chap. 19, of 
dtiatutes of 1889, which provides for 
recognition b this province of proba 
and letters of administration, granted 
the United Kingdom, and does the * 

intmui to bring the net i

APRIL d.
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock. 

Prayers by Rev. I*. McF. McLeod.
Hon. Mr. Beuveu presented a iietitiuu 

from It. T. Williams denying some of 
the statements made by the government 
yesterday regarding the binding of the 
Matutvs and asking for un investigd-

Mr. Speaker thought the petition emi
ts hied improper matter, but he would 
leave it to the house as to whether it 
should be received.
Hon. Mr. Turner contended that the 

lictition contained improper and imperti
nent matters and could not by the rubs 
Ik? received. No one with any respect for 
himself would endorse such a petition.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he could not 
bring the matter up in time for an in
vestigation by a special committee, as 
it was not brought to hit* notice until a 
A?w days ago. He, however, moved to 
have it investigated in committee of the ] 
whole. There must be some untrnib 
somewhere. Mr. Williams was wiHing : 
to api>enr before a committee and prove { 
what he said.

Hon. Mr. Davie said there would not

Proceedings at Saturday Nigh Vs Sitting 
—New Bills Introduced,"

APRIL 7.
The Speaker took the chair at 7:30

The supply bill was passed through the 
various stages.

The report on the Nakusp & HI Jean rail
way bill was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second 
reading of the Jubilee Hospital pill. The 
bill, ho said, had been carefully drawn 
and aimed at ube better management of 
the hospital. The city of Victoria had 
agreed to assist the hospital and if this 
was done the city should be represented 
on the board of managers. The bill al
so aimed at a decrease in the number uf 
managers. The bill before ifhe house was ; 
the result of combined efforts.

Hun. 'Mr. Beaven did not $ee any rea
son why an alderman should be prevent
ed frotu being a director.

The (bill was read a second time ind re
ferred to committee of the whole, Dr. ! 
Watt in the chair. lion. Mr. Beaven 
moved to strike out the provision that 
members of the city council could u;,i be , 
appointed on the board.

The amendment was lost and the bill 
was reported complete anil passed.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a message 
enclosing a bill to levy, assess and col
lect tuxes on the property of railway 
companies. The bill was referred to 
committee, reported to thg house and read 
a first time.

Hon. Mr. Davie, by consent, moved the 
sc*?ond reading of the bill. Ir was in
troduced, he said, on account of the judg
ment of the supreme cotirt stating 'hit 
railway property could not be assessed. 
There was some difficulty in assessing 
railway property which would lie obvi- ; 

! ated by the bill which proposed to assess I 
the companies at $3000 a mile. He did \ 
not believe In taxing, railway companies 
too heavily.

The bill was read a second time.
The house went into committee, Mr. 

Croft in the chair, to consider the credi
tors’ trust deeds bill. Hon. Mr. Davie 
had an amendment inserted providing 
that an assignment should not have pri
ority over a registered judgment.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments,

'Hon. Mr. Davie rose to make an ex
planation. He said since answering a 
question asked by Mr. Brown a few days 
ago he had learned -that there were com
plaints against Captain Fitastubbs, gov
ernment agent in West Kootenay.

The papers in the matter were laid be
fore the house.

Mr. Grant moved on the third reading 
of <he bill td amend the municipal act, 
1892. and amending act, to discharge the 
order and recommit the bill for the pur
pose of instructing the committee to con
sider a motion to strike out section 31. 
This is the section that refers to Sunday

The mbtion was carried and Mr. Grant 
then moved that other amendments that 
he had given notice of should also be 
considered by the committee. This was

Hon. Mr. Davie moved on motion for 
third reading of an act to amend the 
municipal act, 1892, and amending ict, to

ie—I thitak the Impe 
It is the intern

rv»-.„ goTeotuicuv w enforce it.
The Cariboo Hydraulic Mining con 

ny s bill was passed, if' «
drawing his aiutudmenit. 
anti-Chiieae clause.

Hon. Mr. Dftvie rose 
privilege. ’.V!— 
mi tree on the Nak 
b.il Mr. Fototer 
fairiy reported in the
lows: ‘*Xf the meiuuotn „* „roeot were -not interested in the rtrthj 
some of their friends were. There nl 
have been some reason fnr C 
al of dhe lowest tender, 
of the attorney-g:-—1
Colonist showed nimv —------wrong, and made it appear that tin 
torney-general was a member of the 
pany. The aOtomey:g<«ieral had 
workkïg for the company, not for
province. I: —zr —1 in *’ —

■üü ■*-“**' tA »tu6i a com

Ftatote is suifident. 
of the governsnent to

Mr. Adame vB 
to strike out ®

.. -------- to a question®
When the house was in c® 

Ttusp & Slocan railv® 
made some renra® 

... ZLo Times as ® 
members of the gov® 

1L- -h® 
ere. There n® 
for the withdr® 

al of the lowest icuu»'. The staten® 
of the attorney-general printed to ® 
Colonist showed (that there was aomet® 
wrong, and made it appear that the® 
torney-general was a member of the ® 
pany. The abtomeyrge«era3 had ® 

* "or the cosepany, not for® 
It was not" in the powe® 
ey-general to posfh a com® 
tad been1 done in this case® 
ie scheme was not strai® 
ster said he had certainly® 
hat was reported m the T®

On motion to go in-to committee of 
supply, Mr. Beaven asked why the pay
ment of $1.200 to Dr. J. C. Davie as 
provincial heakh officer was not mention
ed in the public accounts for the six 
months ending December 31st. The pub
lic accounts committee were shown a 
warrant for the $1,200 voted out of the 
vote of $10,000 for health purposes.

Hon. Mr."Davie said it was probably 
entered under miscellaneous not specified.

Mr. Grant undertook to teil the house 
all about the case of Davies vs. McMil
lan. He thought Mr. Davies as well us 
Mr. McMillan should be indemnified.

I He was proceeding to read the evidence 
and judgments in the case when called to 
order by r. Speaker, who said the proper 
time to criticise the vote was in com
mittee of supply.

The house then went into committee of 
supply, Mr. Martin in the chair. On the 
vote of $5,000, indemnity to J. B. Mc- 
MiUan, Hon. Mr. Davie said it would 
take some time to explain the case.

Hon. Mr. Beaven said he thought an 
explanation was unnecessary as every
body understood the case and he did not 
think anyone would oppose the vote.

Mr. Grant, however, made a long 
speech in favor of the vote and expressed 
the opinion that Mr. Davies should be 
compensated.

Hon. Mr. Turner explained that ihe 
$1,200 paid to Dr. Davie was paid in 
January and therefore did not appear in 
the public accounts.

The resolutions were reported to the 
house and agreed to.

The formal resolutions and bill respect
ing supply and ways and1 means were 
passed.

The Lieut.-Governor took the chair and 
Supreme

I discharge the order and recommit the bill 
for the purpose of striking out* section 

| 34. The tflause provides that the health 
officers in cities and the reeve in rural 

I municipalities should decide if an in
quest was necessary. The clause w is in
serted on account of the complaints about 
the coroner in the city of Victoria. It 
was a dangerous section to insert. The 
present law was the proper one. It bad 
worked long and well.

Mr. Brown said he supi*>Wed ‘be clause 
because deaths occurred in rural muni
cipalities, the coroner goes there and finds 
that his visit was an unnecessary one, the 
municipality being put to a heavy ex.

Hon. Mr. -Beaven did not consider the 
clause n dangerous one. The cities had 
paid medical health officers who knew 
jurft as well os the coroner whether an 
inquest was necessary or not. The ar
gument of Mr. Brown answered for the 
rural municipalities. Several unnecessary

assented to the following biHs:
Court, I vega 1 Professions, B. C. Railway. 
Crown Grant for tzrrzzltz z‘. Three__ _ _ Grant for tuwnsite of Three
Fork* Victoria Electric Railway and 
Light Company, Public Works in Chilli
wack, Companies, Fraser river bridge, 
I»and Act, and Juror’s act.

The house went into committee on the 
Horsefly Hydraulic Mining Company's 
bill and took up Mr. Heaven’s anti-Chin
ese clause.

Mr. Grant moved an amendment to 
only prohibit the employment of Chiuesi- 
or Japanese miners or mine laborers.

Mr. Grant’s amendment was lost and 
Mr. Beaven’e motion was adopted.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendments and finally passed.

The house went into committee on the 
Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company’s 
bill. Hon. Mr. Beaven moved his anti- 
Chinese clause, the same as inserted in 
the Horsefly foil). The amendment wad 
adopted.

The bHl was reported complete with 
amendments.

Hon. Mr. 'Davie Introduced biWs to 
amend the coal mines regulation act and 
the Jubilee Hospital bill.

The house rose at (i o’clock.

the fact that the attorney-general did this 
made it appear that he was interested in 
the company.

Mr. Kitchen said the new rails brought 
out for the road which were to cost $81 
a ton had been used on the C. P. R., 
and older and lighter ones put down on 
the Nakusp road. Mr. Dnchesney knew 
his business too well not to make a lib
eral estimate of the cost of the rond, end 
would allow for everything.

Hon. Mr. Turner contended that the 
$40 a ton included rails and fastenings.

•Hon. Mr. Beaven said it was idle to 
taflk about a committee of enquiry. Even 
the house had the greatest difficulty in 
obtaining the information that they had. 
The agreement was entered into in Au
gust, 1893, and the government could not 
give the bouse the information when it 
met in January. The public accounts 
committee could not get the agreement. 
That was enough to excite suspicion. It 
would do just ,as much good to try the 
attorney-general .before himself ns to 
refèr this matter to a committee on 
which there would be a majority of gov
ernment supporters.

Mr. Sword moved an amendment pro
viding that the interest should not le 
guaranteed at a rate greater than was 
necessary: to realise par.

The amendment wee lout.

iaqueats had been held in Victoria, al- | 
though he did not say that the coroner did # 
not act ooMcientiouWly. * |

Or. Milne thought the clause as it stood 
The health officer was

IOV auvtvy —v —  --
or the Iiedtenant-Govemor in t 
to thf Nakusp & Slocan railway
ny.” • "

Mr. Fomter-That reeolutioo dh 
printed" before being discussed, 
are statements in it credited to n 
I did not make.

Hon. iMr. Orvie—The reaotuth 
be printed before I move it. I 
taken the Time»’ report, because 
not think there would be any o 
to It, The purity of the mem 
the government .was of the hügli 
portance to the province. The 
tiba could mot be allowed to g 
without the fullest inquiry.

Mr. Kittiken—3t should be prii 
fore the rules are suspended.

/Dhe matter waa deferred until 
tion could be printed.

waa a good one.---- —----------------—
just as responsible as the coroner. The 
death of every Chinaman or Indian who 
died without having been attended by u 
medical man had to be enquired into at 
the city’s expense because there was no 
one to give a certificate of death. The 
same rule applied to rural municipalities 
but the expense was greater os the cor
oner hod to travel some distance. He 
had no desire to take away any power 
from the coroner.

■Hon. Mr. Davie contended that I lie rea
sons given were not sound.

The motion wafc adopted and ;he com
mittee /was instructed to consider other 
amendments proponed by Hon. Mr. Da-

Hon. Mr. 'Davie presented a message 
inclosing a hill to amend the Kaalo-Slocun 
railway sulwidy act. The bill was report
ed to the house and read a first time, 

j IMr. Grant introduced a bill to amend

"Mr. KMchen roee to a eoeetioo 
lege. He would 1*« to know w 
letter from Mr. Mdhuu, read ui r 
by the attoimegr-general, wa* to I 
ed, a* the premier had promt»

Hot» Mr. Dario-I dtd not 
that It would be printed.

(Mr. KKdhen—You wed « *« 
moat, end dhe house iwae entitle" 
it printed.

Hun. Mr. Daria-Yon <*i»m>t 6 
corruption burine»» la that



Mon. Mr. Benven-DbnYydu be afraid. 
W« do dot with to get oat of that. The 
letter is an important one, and shoald 
be printed and placed before tlhe house.

Hon. IMt. Davie—d am surprised that 
boo. gentlemen rwill not sink other mat
ters ant5! the motion Sb disposed off.

iMr. Burster—The letter has an import
ant bearing on, the -question, and should 
be printed before the discussion on- the 
motion *9 continued. I want the letter 
for uny side of the case.

Hon. Mr. Beaven*—'The attorney-gen
eral is trying to draw a red herring 
across «the track.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved^he second revi
ens? of the -coal mines regulation' bill, 
■which, he thought, would tend to in
crease safety Ln «the mines. He had stat
ed wheu there was a proposai- bef«»ro the 
bouse to exçlude_Çh«namem from the 
mines that it would be better to intro
duce a more general bill. There were 
many meet born in China who had us 
much sentie of comprehension as any one 
else. The bill empowered the inspector 
to provide for the protection^ of m .tiers.

division. He took exception to the at
torney-genera 1*3 statements that the rail
way aid bills had passed unanimously. 
He had not supported the government's 
railway aid policy, and he did not pro
pose to support tics 7
mtrdh the e----  *" Z7_L
though not so objectionable

presented a me ■11 -txi amend the railw.i. 
■’he bill was re 
■id a first time 
■ration of the 
■tvie had inser 
■bill introduced early 
■was not in the p-'" .
■e so that there sh mid 
■ of the same kind i Me bill was passed.
M asked the premier: 
fln of the government 
■gard to the Chilliwad r 
B what grounds did the ex- 
fl> carry out the legislation 
E regarding the Chilliwack

lDavie—1—Yes. 2—The
1 an assumption with which
Isked the attorney-general 
1 questions 7 and 8 of the 
I to be answered by elairu
inent os provincial voters.
1 who has duly established 
ristration as a voter, and 
red in nuy district of the 
lhave his name registered 
I register of voters of any 
b which he may remove,
111 have resided in the lat- 
jtwo months immediately 
lioation for such registra-

rie—Voters may so have 
‘red on the register with- I 
r names posted ■ 1

to the iNicoia 
the other,
t'he road the i ___ 
the government mig

S Of‘ST’ °r-T ce Tem- He WM strong-
? of the melon that g tte bnilt

™ people should own, it. But I 
. . ——- ""««i opposed to any such i proposition. (He was well aware that 

"the building of the INicoia valley railway 
was of great importance to a large num
ber of people, but he did no know how 
many people the*» were. As far as he 
had been able, forgather, the proposition 
was a specula' ve one. In Chilliwack it 
was different; „£e settlement being a large

reported

hill.
ieü rhe only 

. in the 
^‘Ut bilj.

on the

It was very 
same as the Nakusp bill, el-

______ t so objectionable in severalfeatures.
Hon. Mr. Vernon said rt was true that 

Khe leader of the opposition had mildly 
Opposed the railway aild act, but Mr. 
Bole was tlhe only member iwho opposed 
the Shuswap A Okanagan railway bill. 
Every country gave large subsidies, ànd 
sometimes bonuses, to railway compa
nies. «He moved the adjournment of the 
debate, whidh was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Davie here rose to move 
the -suspension! of the rules to allow him 
to introduce his motion for the appoint
ment of a royal commission, it having

A Co. Refuse to Allow a 
Invent,gallon Into the 

Naktisp Scheme.

AFBJiL 8.
The upeaier took (he chair at two 

o'clock. Frayent I.J Key. D. Rotwon-
Mr. Heme moved: Whereae It «•<•*• 

eiraMe ro mcourage the industry uf rfhip- 
* bulletin* to BrftUb fulamfcia; and where- 

aa the tmikiùig of large ahipe would be 
of great benefit to rtto provmce; and 
whereae there ie abundance of good Um- 
ber and odlier material eminently adapt
ed to the prosecution of such industry, 
therefore be it resolved that in the opin
ion of tlhis bouse it is deairatie that the { 
government should take intp cousidera- : 
lion the advisability of encouraging as 
far as itiay be pcwîble the proeectâiou of 
the shipbuilding industry in this prov- 
Luce. . ^

There was some discussion as to wheth
er the resolution was m order, the .peak- 
er stating ldhat he chought it was out of 
or,1er, a* it suggested that the govern
ment should offer a bunas.

Dr. Mine was in favor of the resolu
tion, and lie would Bke to know what the 
government had doue since the passage 
of a similar résolu lion, two years ago. | 

The resolution Was voted down.
Mr. Brown asked the attoruey-geaeral 

Is *e act of the Imperial house, known 
as tdb "colonial probate» act, 1802,” snfli- 
eieut to justify the govenamenk in bring
ing into force, with, respect to the Unit
ed Kingdom, the act, dbap. 19, of the 
ddatutes of 1889, which provides for the 
recognition to this province of probates 
ami letters of admfrjutration granted in 
the United Kingdom, and does the gov
ernment intend to bring the act into 
force?

Hon. 'Mr. Davie—1 tJhtok the Imperial 
statute is sufficient. It is the intention 
of the government to enforce it.

The Cariboo Hydraulic Mining compa
ny's bil was passed, Mr. Adams with
drawing his amendment to strike out the 
anti-Chinese clause.

Hon. «Mr. Davie rose to a question of 
privilege. When the house was in com
mittee on the Nakusp A Slocan railway 
b&l Mr. Foster made some remarks, 
fairly reported to «the Times as fol
lows: ‘Iff the members of the govern
ment were nor interested in the «rheme 
some of their friends were. There must 
hnve been some reason for the withdraw
al <jf the lowest tender. The statement 
of the attorney-general printed fn the 
Colonist showed «that there was something 
wrong, and made it appear that the at
torney-general was a member of the com
pany. The atitoraeyrgeneral had been 
working for the company, not for the 
province. It was not in the power of 
the atioruey-general to parti a company 
aside, as had -been1 done in this case. He 
believed the scheme was not straight.”

Mr. Burster said he bad certainly aaid 
some of what was reported to the Times, 
and be would not take back anything 
that he had said, but there were some 
things reported that he bid not said. 
He did say that the lack of precautions 
taken by the government was sufficient 
to cause suspicion.

«Hon. IMr. Davie moved the suspension 
of the standing rules to allow him to 
introduce the following resolution: 
Whereas, acting under the advice of the 
executfve council, His «Honor the Lieut.- 
Governor has been pleased to give a pro
vincial guarantee of interest in favor 
of the Nakusp * Slocan railway compa
ny; and whereas it h'as been stated by 
the honorable the member for Nanahno 
district, in bis place in the house of as
sembly, to reference to the said guaran
tee, that it appeared that the honorable 
the leader of the government was a mem
ber of the company, arid had been work
ing for the company and not for the 
pr«*rraee, and it has also been insinuated 
in the. said house of assembly by other 
honorable members, although not directly 
rbarged, that the members of the execu
tive eouncl were actuated by corrupt 
motives in advising fHls Honor the Lleut.- 
Govemor to give a guarantee of interest 
in favor of «the said iNakusp A Blocan i 
railway company; therefore be It re
solved, that an humble address be pre
sented to H» Honor the Lieu tenant-Gov- 
ernor praying him to appotot a royal com- 
miesiton to inquire whether the honorabL- 
the premier was a member of the sait! 
company, whether in adtvising the said

j If the bill referred only to Chinamen it 
I «would be dedared ultra vires.

Mr, Keith’ was surprised that the at
torney-general, who pretended to be so 
anxious for the miner»’ «afety, took so 
long to introduce the bill. It .was brought 
forward, like the last one, just ou the 
ere of a general election. He objected 
to n .1)16 being brought to on the plea 
c»f protecting the mmecs, the only object 
of which was to repeal the bill of 1890. 
The present bap would wofk about as 
well aa the bill of 1890, viz., not at all. 
The bdl could not be workable, as one 
da use provided that the inspector could 
take some action when petitioned by a 
certain number of miners. Whwt would 
become of -miners who petitioned against 
the employment <xf Chirtamen? Why 
they would simply lose tbe?r positions.

Last year the government said the pro
vince could not afford to give a cash bo
nus to railways, but shortly afterwards 
they reversed their policy and guaranteed 
the principal and interest on the Nakqep 
& Slocan railway. Now on the last day 
of the session they again changed tfcéir 
policy. The government were prepared 
to change their policy whenever political 
influence was brought to bear. He was 
prepare <1 to say that none of the three 

The Shuswap 
' » wa# an

iurned at 11.40.

policies was a good one. TU
& Okanagan railway scheme ______
experiment, and -they were still experi
menting. The Dominion government had 
a fixed policy, but they had a large rev- 
nue, while this province had a small 
one. The government's policy would de
crease, not increase, settlement. He did 
not oppose the railway scheme formerly,, 
because he gave the government credit 
for doing the -best they could for the 
country. If it «was proper to guarantee 
intercut only, why was not that followed 
out? If the proposition to guarantee ev
erything was correct, why was not that 
carried out? Why not treat all alike? 
It gave t-he government an opportunity I 
to favor government supporters. He 
would like to see the Nicola valley road 
continued, but no doubt the promoters 
of the scheme had seen that the govern
ment were doing more for t&e Nakuap 
& Slocan, and they thought, "Why should 
we put up our money «when the govern
ment are putting it up for the Nakusp 
road?”

Hon. Mr. Turner spoke at some length 
in support of the government’s railway 
pcflicy, contending that it -was better to 
guarantee the interest and principal than 
the interest only. The government were 
infonmed that the Chilliwack railway 
oould be commenced immediately, and 
would be soon placed on a paying basis. 
In respect to the Nicola valley railway, 
th^ C. P. R. company would want full 
reports from that country before they 
would lease the line. The government 
did not say that the lines would not cost 
more than $14,000 a mile; they only pro
posed not to guarantee more than half 
of that amount.

'Mr. Martin said he would support the 
hill, although 'he -woufld have liked to 
have seen it brought in in different form. 
When it was said that the Shuswap & 
Okanagan railway did not pay it was 
•not taken into consideration that the 
province «was receiving a large amount 
from taxes on land that would not other- 
wise have been taken up. The Nicola 
and Chilliwack railways «were quite dif
ferent. The latter would improve the 
lands in municipalities, while the Nicola 
road would open up coal and other mines. 
More men would be employed in the Ni
cola coal mines than would ever go into 
Chilliwack for agricultural purposes.

The house rose ât ti o’clock.

EVENING SESSION.
Hon. Mr. Beaven rose to a question of 

privilege. He noticed a stranger report
ing on the floor of the house: If he was 

! to be given the special privilege of using 
the floor of the house each member should 
be given a copy of what he reported. If 
he was there simply as a press reporter 
there was a press gallery that he could

the employment of China mem in mines, j 
The act became famous as being passed 
just before the goueral election, although 
an effort had been made many times be
fore to pass a similar -measure, and just 
after the election it iwas found tha-t the 
bill was unworkable. He objected to 
thib underhand; way of repealing an im
portant statute.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the act of 1890 
was unworkable, but he would have no 
objection to striking out the clause re
pealing that act, as he was perfectly 
satisfied that it «was unconstitutional.

iMr. Forster aaid if the attorney-general 
agreed to strike oat the clause he would 
have no objection to the bill.

IHdn. Mr. Beaven also withdrew his 
dbjetetiona on the attorney-general’s as
surance.-

The bill was read a second time and 
referred to committee, where the danse 
repealing the act of 1890 was struck 
out

Mr. Keith said the government had 
crever attempted to enforce the act of 
1890. The house only had the nttor- 
nery-general’s assurance that the act was 
im can stftutlonal.

•Mr. Keith moved and it was resolved 
to strike out clause 4, which reads: “The 
inspector shall on written complaint of
------- persons employed in any mine
against any person or penwons as a source 
of danger, take the steps provided by 
said section 69 and subsequent sections, 
and any persons so complaining shall be 
entitled to be heard upon any arbitra
tion ensuing uponl the complaint, and 
shall be considered parties to the arbi
tration.”

The bill was reported complete, read 
a third time and passed.

'Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second 
reading of the railway aid bill. The ob
ject was to assist two railways in a bet
ter manner than was proposed by 
the bill of last year. He

j to shirk an investigation. The resolution 
I only referred to the guarantee of inter

est, while the house had been discussing 
a guarantee of principal and interest. 
Mr. Forster had not saM that the attor- 
-ney-general was a member of the com
pany. The house should be g?ven some 

1 time to consider the resolution. If a 
royal commission was to be appointed n 
few other things might be examined in
to. among them the Three Forks scheme.

Mr. Grant «laid the rules Should be 
suspended. The hon. member for Nanai
mo district had said some very pertinent 
•things that he believed about the Na- 
kusp & Slocan railway scheme.

iMr. Semlto—The attorney-general knew 
what he wished to be considered when 
he drew up the resolution. IHe was not j 
ignorant of how a resolution «Aonld be 
drawn- up. The resolution referred only 
to a guarantee of interest, while the dis
cussion had been- on a guarantee of both 
interest and principal.

Mr. Siworti—Should the resolution be 
passed the comlmfssion would look to the 
resolution and see -that it referred to the 
guarantee of interest, whereas the gov
ernment had guaranteed both principal 
and interest.

HonL Mr. Davie—I do not wish to push 
the resolution imtaedihtely, bm I -wish the 
way Cleared so that 'I can introduce it. ; 
«He would amend the resolution to refer 
to both principal and interest. So far 
the government had only guaranteed in
terest, Which the house «was bound to un
less the members mould decide to guar
antee both principal and interest. Th.‘ 
offence of the government, if *r.y. had 
been jn guaranteeing interest orn 
per «mile end abusing the powers com 
ferred on them by the net of 1896. If 
Mr. «Foiwter* wished to withdraw the 
statement that he (Mr. Davie) was a 
-member of the company, all (4».

Mr. Forster—«I did not say that. ___
iHon. Mr. Davie-iHe did ei

house were in favor of the scheme. It 
was not proposed to take the entire re- 
«ponafoiHty, allowing: the company to 
contribute something. «It must be ad
mitted that heretofore the province had 
taken almost the entire responsibility. 
The government now proposed to make 
a change., In regard to the Chilliwack 
road the government’s obligation would

$15,000 for the Nicola rail'
only be about $6,000 a year, and about 
$15,000 for the Nicola railway. Both 
would do much to develop the province. 
The delay in respect to the Nicola road 
was on account of the C. P. R. not be
ing prepared to lease the road, but he 
had been jflben to understand that they 
■pouhl be prepared to lease ft this year. 
The government could not guarantee the 
bondq until the C. P. R. were prepared 
to lease the road. He contended that the 
house unanimously passed the bills to 
guarantee interest on the bonds of other 
railway companies.

Hon. Mr. Beaven held that the bills 
were not passed unanimously.

Hon. Mr. Davie said the house should 
adhnit that they had made a mistake, 
but they were them new to railway con
struction. He d"d mdt say that the pres
ent policy would be followed out in the 
future.

iHon. Mr. Beaven- thou#5it tihe proposi
tion -was objectionable, but as there ha«l 
been such a long discussion over the 
Nakusp & Slocan he dM not think it 
was -necessary to go into the question 
again. The act referring to the Chilli
wack railway «was much the same as the 
Victoria A iSkTney proposition, and the 
Nidola valley scheme was much the

I use. If each member received a copy of 
the report there would he no objection 
to the reporter being on the floor.

Hon. Mr. Davie—There will be no ob
jection.

I Mr. Booth continued the debate ou the 
railway aid bill. The province, he said,

I was guaranteed that it would not lose 
anything by the schemes. It was not 

! right to say that the taxation of the prvv- 
1 inee would be added to. If it was not 

that the legislature was pledged to help 
the roads he Would say allow the legisla
tion proposed to stand over until next ses
sion, so that the people could pass on it. 
The roads were just local ones and could 
stand over, the people in the districts hav
ing done without them for years. If 
the proposed system would have the roads 

I built he would say it was the best.
Mr. Hunter was heartily sick of lbe 

whole business. The bouse bad spent a 
inonth discussing the general railway pol
icy of the government and the members 
were no nearer to agreeing. The mem
bers were to-day using the same argu-, 
men to that they used a mouth ago. He 
had not said a great deal, in fact nothing 
about the schemes, and listening to the 
other members had became aehanied of 
his own ignorance. The contractor for 
the Shuswap & Okanagan had paid more 
than the amount guaranteed by the prov
ince. He would support the bills, but 
must say for the first time that the gov
ernment was hardly up to the times. 
Neither of the railways could be built for 
$14,000 a mKe. A, road similar to the 
Chilliwack had cost $23,616.72 a mile. 
How could the people of Chilliwack or 
the company build the Chilliwack road for 
$14,000 a mile? The same was the ease
with the Nicola railway." He had gone............. * - «—*-•- —a u

y "it. The
«rrmes wo» pen«J^ ■p..... The royal 
commission- would investigate the charges 
of corrupt motives.The stauriirig -rules were suspended on 
thet understanding that the resolution 
should not -be introduced until after re
cess.IHon. Mr. Vernon continued the debate 
on the railway aid bill. The government 
could onQy guarantee $7,000 per mile, and 
as they were to receive $1.600 of the 
«Dominion siibsldy the province's obliga
tion would only be $5.400 per mileu Up
on the -whole, -he thouglit the measure was 
a reasonable one.Mi*. Brown aaid $14,000 per mile might 
be a liberal allowance for one railway 
and not enough for the other. The other 
(lay the government bad said it had cost 
$22,000 a mile to build a railway in the 
same country, so It was quite a climb 
dowur to refuse anything more than $14,- 
000 per mile. The oiipositibn always 
hesitated to oppose anything that wouM 
develop the country. They were not in 

, the house to oppose everything the gov
ernment did; they were there to repre
sent their constituents. When the Shu- 

I swap & Okanagan railway bill was be
fore the house the member for Van
couver said the government proposed to 

, guarantee more than the road would cost. 
I yhg proposition before thehouse should

Nidola valley scheme 
same ae -the original Nakusp A Slocan 
railway «theme. It was not a good 
policy <sr the province to supply a pri
vate company with the money to buihlj 
a railway. He had always been opposed 
to the govern-meot’e railway policy, if it 
could be called a policy. The Shuawap 
A Okanagan railway Mil had not passed 
unanimously, jfe he had opppsed it. He 
had pointed out that interest guaranteed 
fbodds would have to be sold at a dis
count, as the bondholders would look 
out for the principal ae well as the in
terest. $t had turned out just as he 
sard It would. It should be mentioned 
«».«■»» lORTOM. -tea . bIM p»»«l on

tte ow«W, lline»» la (bat -way.
it be oppoaert tbat the road conld



be built for $14*000 a mile. Be would ; 
like to see thé' bill withdrawn and the [ 
guarantee increased to say |17,500, the 
amount guaranteed for the 'Nakusp & 
Ulocnn railway. Hie province was 
hardly keeping faith with the companies. 
He would, however, support the bill.

-Mr. Kitchen considered the bill a retro
grade step. It was not a* good for the 
company as the acheme embodied in the 
bill of last year. He had had occasion to 
enquire into the cost of the Chilliwack 
railway and was given to understand 
that the road could be built for less than 
$14,000 a mile. Of course to do that it 
would have to be seen that no construc
tion company shotrid come in and make 
a big profit. «He had always argued that 
in ptfblic works it was better for the gov
ernment to float their own bonds, obtain ! 
the money and put it into the public 
work. If they did this it would save 
much of the discount on the bonds. The 
settlers would be to blame if they had tn 
pay the interest, for this would be caused 
by the settlers using the steamers instead , 

j of the railway, lie did not think, how- 
I ever, that the road would be built un 1er 
! the bill, tie did not oppose the Nakusp 
1 & Slocan scheme, but he did oppose tlie 
! unbusinesslike method of the goveru- 
j ment in that scheme. If he was not 
■ sure that the Chilliwack road would pay 
! in a short time he wonld oppose it, al

though that would mean political death 
for him.

Mr. Cottou criticised the government 
. for leaving the bill until the cud of the 
| session. There were many things in the 
bill that had not been brought up be for •>. 
The government practically admitted 

, that the promises of the premier respeet- 
I ing the railway policy had not bee a fnl- 
I filled. The government has not sb >wn < 
; why they did not carry out the legisla

tion of tost session and at the end of ; 
the present session broight In an snVir- 
ly different measure. In supporting the 

1 present bill they could uor be said io be 
supporting the government's railway jx-i-. 
icy as they had practica.iy h *on pledged 
to aid the twq roads i led In the
bWI. In aiding the two railways t veiy 
(dollar guananteed should be oxpculei) »•> 
the best advantage. If ibe suggestion of 
the last speaker was earned out and muuc 
arrangement made l>etweeu tlie govern
ment and the municipality of Chilliwack 
some $30,000 would be saved in disjonnt 
to the company. It would be breaking 
faith with the companies if ael was not 1
given for the building of the roads. Be
fore anything was done the government 
should find out that the companies were 
railway companies and uot mere brokers. 
In the Xakusp scheme the praviu-e had 
some hold on the bonds, but in the p*es- 

I ent bill they were given no hold on them. 
Some further arrangements wool! have 
to be made, as the charter of the Chilli
wack company had expired and the Ni
cola Company's charter would expire this 
month. The government ho lid frame 
a proper railway policy and not (teal 
with one company in one way and in an 
entirely different way with another com
pany.

Mr. Sword thought the gov era meut 
would be acting more fairly if instead of 

j dealing with an intermediate eou.phny 
i for whom they obtained the .'toney, they 
: should obtain it and build the ronl for 
! themselves. He moved in amendment to 

the motion to read the bill a second time, 
proposing to strike out all the words alter 
‘bill 89" and insert: "That ihe govern
ment withdraw bill 89 and ask the house 
in lieu thereof to give them authority to 
receive from the Chilkwack railway com
pany an assignment of their charter and 
claim to the Dominion stibsidy of $3200 
per mile on condition of recouping tin m 
for their expenditure, and also, on be
ing satisfied that the line will be a pay- 
ing investment, authority to build the ' 
line as a provincial work and to make 
arrangements with the C. P. If. to lease 
iL

Mr. Speaker ruled the amendment out 
of order, as it wonld increase :be bur
den of taxation and proposed to change 
the government's whole railway policy.

Dr. Milne said that the attorney-general 
had said that the Xakusp & Sloxui rail
way bill was only experimental and that 
no others would be introduced until tint 
had been tried. But now on the last day 
of the session no less than three new 
schemes were introduced containing diff
erent policies, lyast session the attorney- 
general said the province could not «If- rJ 
to bonus railways, but not two omths 
after he and his government under-ook 
to guarantee the interest and priucipal on 
the bonds of a railway company. He 
read the speech made by the at! >rnoy- 
general last year, in which he Slid the 
province could not bonus railways. The 
government had no railway jjolicy; tiny 
just brought down a bill when n deputa
tion waited on theop. The larger the 
deputation the more the government gave 
them. In the Dominion aud the o.bcr 
provinces there was a fixed policy and 
all companies were treated alike, but here 
there is a new policy for every day. The 
speerb of die attorney-general toot year 
condemned the policy the govvrnqi-'nt 
was now pursuing. Mr. Marin had iruly 
said he could have obtained mor.» for the 
Nicola railway if he had bnughf. a depu
tation down to wait on the government. 
Every year the government brought 
down important bills at the end of the 
session.

Mr. Grant did not think that the gov
ernment was liberal enough in its railway 
policy. The government should do every
thing to encourage railway schemes. The 
province needed cheaper and better trans
portation facilities.

The bill was read a second time.
'Hon. Mr. Davie moved his amended 

resolution respecting the royal commis
sion. It was: Whereas, acting under 
the advice of the executive council, His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has 
been pleased to give a pkovhicial guarant
iee of interest Upon the bonds of the Na- 
kusp & Slocaa railway company to the 
extent of 4 per ceux, per annum on $25,- 
000 per mile for twenty-five years, and 
tiy the like advice has, in the agreement 
for the -guarantee of interest, reserved 

to aiAwtitute bouda guerantee- 
‘ >e rft* Of $17,500 per

">*. «MfWIK. «t « rate
per annum sufflclenl fo enable the com
pany to realize par. but ?.i no vase to 
exceed 4 per cent, par annum: and where
as by message from iHis 'Honor the Lieu
tenant-Governor. with the advice afore
said, a bill has been introduced for the 
purpose of guaranteeing principal and In
terest iai -manner mentioned in said agree
ment; and wlherea» it has been.stated by 
the hon. the member for Nanaimo dis
trict, in tils place in Ibe house of assem
bly, in reference to the said guarantee, 
that it appeared that the hou. the leader 
of the government was a member of the 
company, and bad been working for the 
comiMLuy and not for the province* and 
it has also been insinuated in the said 
house of assembly by other hon. inem- 

! bars, although uot directly charged, that 
the members of the executive council 
were actuated by corrupt motives in ad- 

■ vtoiug Hi's Honor the Lieutenant-Gover
nor in relation to the matters aforesaid; 
therefore be it resolved that an humble 
address be presented to H's Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, praying him to ap-e 
point a royal commission to inquire 
whether the honorable the premier was 
a member of the said company, whether 
in advising the said guarantee he worked 
for the company and not for the prov
ince, and whether corrupt motives of anv 
kind existed with or influenced His Hon
or's ministers in the advice tendered by 
them to His Honor the Lieutenant-Gow- 
eruor m relation to the Xakusp & Stocan 
railwaj’ company.

This, Mr. Davie eaid, should meet the 
objections of hon. members opposite. The 

H only guarantee given by the governaneu r 
was a guarantee of interest. In giving 
that they reserved to themselves the 
right to guarantee the principal aleo. at 

| * lower rate per -mile. The system ad- 
j opted, that of guaranteeing both prin- 
i cipal and interest, was a benefit to the 

province. It would cost less to guaran-
i in Xir1"1 *“!* ‘S11™1 “i -h. m. uf 

yii.uOO i»r mile fur year*
rbau it would cwt to gu.rautee hi ter eel
warn. *,"t5!U’?VU 1 mi,e fvr t'venljNire 
yeem. The dwuee on of the biU we,, 
howe.er, out uf order. The house had 

°" ** aD<l ,hc f®e|de Would give 
heir dm.,on at the nulls. For » mouth 

! «*** «rneWee mendiera had bee® hint- 
mg at corrupt motives on the part of the 1bvrer£Tx *'ri,day °i*btPthe Lm 1
ber for Nanaimo dwtrk-t, more bold

liant, «ij, He ltd uot nay that all ; 
the numbers had oust theae iiuiouatkm.
He rend man, ,h„ .utemmt. made 
dtmn* the dwn»*i,>„ of the Nnknap 4 
of eme' ‘ ““ d™«d friend a
l ,he oppo-itio.,

! In 1 malter-were eounected
1 mmld l T>.e rov‘l «-mwsion

would he abort- «,ia|wiion aud bevund no
il teal mauenee. file reaolntam aïu£i i 
at the potnt. There had been vharge, 
of coemption ug.inat ,h, government,' 
uud they should be met a,, the goi-ern- muu were meet.ng them. If one* there 
woe a shade of «tepiolon ogninet the 
government the rredft of the province 
sod the people of the province would cothL'tîTvJ1,1* -VUn:? °f »v opposi-tlou to follow up their insiiiuatiooa with 
en application for the appointment of a 
eommweion. If there were a»,- tineaciona 
to be m.itnre.1 loro, now was the time.

». goverirmeut’e inquiry,
sir. horeter had «peeled evmrtbing 

,,h*" k*-,'‘r '* *r Kovern- 
ment. iHe had no objection* to the reeo- 
hition. except where it elated that he 
had said that the attorney-general was 
* iTIÏb*'r of ,the "™wny. He had not
enid that ,ml -would llot it. That i
was une of the thing* that he could not ' 
prove. The attorney-general carried on 1 
the negotiation» with the C. P. It., and ' 
what he ahid on Friday was that tie 
attorney-general had no authority from 
tile government to do it, »o he mu, 
have had authority from the company. 
Me had «aid ft waa singular that the at
torney-general should negotiate for the 
amelroclion of the road when a com- 
pany had the charter. The attorney-gen
eral muet have had some connection writb 
the company. He did not aay that be 
was a member of toe company, because 
he could not prove it. If the prreier 
xvas a member .of ttoe company there 
would not be any way of ending It on!. 
Ihe resolution cootaiued nothing It 
raatrncted the commission to find out If 
toe attorney-general wa* a member of 
ate fegupany. but gave them no author- 
jly- “hat was wanted waa an inquiry 
into the whole athtane. (Applause.) There 
was much more in the sdberoe tnat 
ahould be examined into. They wanted 
to know wfhy the government jurat ej at 
and guessed at $17.-500 being the amount 
that the road would cost per mile. It 
Showed tihat the government were gueae- 

Mpg at the cost of the railway when Mr. 
Mohun in his letter said the grading 
would co»t more if che rails coat Iras. 
The action of the government gave rise 
to a strong suspicion 0f the motives of 
the ministers.

Hon. Mr. Davie—You sty that you 
did not My that I wae a member of toe 
company. Was there anything elae you 
did not eay?

IMr. Forotevs—I tttd not My you were 
working for the company, but I did any 

I you awwrently had authority from the 
compeny, and If that wae toe ease you 
were working for toe company.

Mr. Brown—When Mr. Foreter made 
the étalements he eras «peeking of the 
suep.cloue circumstance* that surrounded 
the cnee. The reeolntion would meke 
It appear that It wae the ectloa of the 
government in guaranteeing toe intetret 
that wee under euspldon. The epeech 

Mr wee fur from bc-
«ig fully reported in toe Timee. If ), 
had at wouJd havp filled a column, where- 
«» there, wae a very toort paragraph. The 
report wae just the lmpreeeion leaned 
ny the reporter from toe remarks of the 
iveaker. It au not right to bold the 
epeaker reaponsMe for toe iroprewion. 
of toe reporter. The uttorney-geoeral 
wae noer about ready to eweur to what 
'Mr. IForeler «aid on iFdday, hut oa Frl- 
day the attorney general did not Know 
what Mr. Forster said. He got up just

I vis Mr' IT0r,l,er ,l*d bMU speaking on 
I Friday and mierepreaented him. He,

fMr. -Brown) 
time. The attorney-general know» all
about it now, but on .Friday he knew
nothing. «Mr. 'Foreter had said jhe cir- 
cunietn nees were enough to raleea $ue- 
picion in a man's mind. The circum
stances justified him in saying that. He 
for one would not shiiii responsibility 
for what he said, but -would repeat it. 
WIumi a member was toki by a responsi
ble contractor that he would be glad 
to build the road for $12,000 a mile it 
was ridionlotui to suppose that n mem
ber -would nor- draw attention to it in 
the house. If the government had 
brought the biti and all the papers down 
early in the eeesion and had used prop
er diligence they could have defied anv 
insinuationa made, dt would have closed 
the mouths of the opposition aud made 
them admit that there were no grounds 
tor the insinuation*, -ihe actions ôî 
the government made it ueecewary to 
repeat the statements made on the out
side of the house. The resolution did 
not aim at the point. It aimed at tewie- 
thing that did not exist. It aimed at 
a oharge that the attorney-general was 
a member of the company, which, state
ment was never made. Thq attorney- 
general had twitted the opposition for 
not moving for a select committee. A 
gentleman had urged him to do this. 
Why did he not do it? Because h* bad 
had experience with select committees. 
They were worse whitewashes than the 
house. A (man who made a statement 
against the government before a select 
committee waa a marked man fur the 
future, and the committee came forward 
and whitewaiAed the government, and , 
that wae the end of it. No reasonable 
man could eay that the government did 
not have it In their power to place che 
scheme beyond suspicion.

'Hon. -Mr. Davie rose to a pdint uf or
der. The object of the motion was to 
dismiss the action df the government, 
not their policy. It co*]d be awuraed 
that their policy was entirely wrong.

•Mr. 'Brown—It * not to be supposed 
that a meanber must shape his argu
ment* to please dhe attorney-general. The 
opposition could not more for. a commis
sion. as it involved an expenditure.

iHon. Mr. Davie—Yea, you can.
Mr. Brown said he was saying when 

interrupted by the attorney-general that 
the circumstances of the case and the 
statement of the attorney-general that 
he had arranged wf* Mr. Van Horne, 
with the C. P. R., and With the Nakusp 
& Mocan railway company, would lead 
to the impression that he was boa» of it

Hoik Mr. Davie—So I iras.
. Mr- Brown—Then a few days after- 
t ward# he said he knew nothing about

the company. One day he was sole man
ager of the whole ahow uud a few days 
afterward* he know nothing about it. { 
Coupling uM the circumstances with the 
fact that responsible men said the roati 
could be built for $5,000 Jena than tho 
amount tlie government were guarantee
ing justified the opposition in demanding 
more particulars; justified them in say
ing that if a man was charged with a 
crime aud the nrctiraetaucial evidence 
was as strong agaiuot him aa were the 
circumstances against the government, 
that miur would be convicted. He failed 
to see that the opposition had done any
thing but their aimple duty. He opposed 

! a l.mited, one-eided commhwiou, but 
| would vote for the appointment of a 

commission to probe to the bottom of 
' the whole scheme.
! Hon. Col. Baker ‘‘patted Mr. Foreter 

on the back" for the manly and open 
charges of corruption that be had made 
a gainer the government. TSic other 
charges were mere insinuations. He told 
a little story, and then- likened the ref
lation for a commission to a bomb thrown 
among the opposition rank*. He under
stood Mr. Forster to u*e the word* im
puted to him. He moved in amendment 
to strike out the -words alleging that Mr. 
Forster said the attorney-general wa* a 
member of the company.

\Mr. Brosvu—«Why not include all the 
insinuations, as they were called, in the 
resolution ? The hon. gentlemen are mis
take» if they think we wish to shirk an 
investigation.

Hon. Col. Baker—The separate charges 
should be tried by thenwelves. Corrupt 

1 motive* had been charged*.*against the 
government, and that should be charged 
by itself.

Hon. Mr. Beaven—It is a queer prop
osition that a man charged should eay up
on wlmt charge he should be tried. One 
of the principal differences between a 
royal commissioner ami a silent com
mittee wu* that the former could take 
evidence on oeth and that the commiss
ions should be free from any political In
fluence, while there was a question 
whether a i-omuivittee could adsulinsier 
rise oath. If he (Mr. Beaven) had moved 
for a royal coTumiasion the first thing the 
attorney-general would have done would 
be to rise to a point of onler. He bud 
a motion for a royal commMon, and be 
would ace U he would accept it. He ob
jected to the oommleslon being given lim
ited power. The opposition had worked 
at the government untH they bad to move 
fur a royal cotnmiesion. Now he would 
suggest au addition to tlie resolution that 
should make Ihe cominioriion of some use. 
The attorney-general's resolution limited 
thi* power of the couenlwkm. Word* h:ul 
been put 1n Mr. Forster's month that he 
had never used. As they were going to 
have a royal commission it might us wed 
to enquire Into the Three Fork* townsit • 
scheme. He moved the following amend
ment :

" To «trike out nM subsequent to the 
‘whereas" in the third paragraph and in- 
strt ‘‘it has been stated by the hon. the 
member for Nanaimo district In Me piece 

j in the assembly in reference to the said 
guarantees, that -K appeared that the hon. 
the leader of the government acted iu the 
the matter a* kf he were an agent of the 
company, a* the legislature had never 
given him authority to negotiate on be- 
Imlf of the company In respect to the con 
mruction of the railway, and had1 been 
working more in the Interest* of the oom- 
■rny than the province, and it has aktt \

been insinue ted in the assembly by other! 
bcu. member*, although not directly 
charged, that the members of the ex
ecutive council were actuated by corrupt 
motives in ndviting Hie Honor the Lieut. 
Governor to give a guarantee of princip-il 
and interest iu favor of the said Nakusp 
and Slocan railway company, hnd lmd ex
ceeded the power granted to them by the 
railway aid act of 1893;

“And wliereoe a piece of land iu the 
district of Kootenay has been taken up ur 
a pre-emption chvim and the house has 
been asked to puss a bill authorizing the 
i*me of a crown grant to Charles Hngon- 
ln and E. C. Carpenter to this land, 
which is now known as the site of th • 
town of Three Forks, and is the Eastern 
terminus of the Natousp aud Rfkxxm rail
way. and the crown grant of this land 
will, tbiwefore, issue before the usual 
time as provided for in the land act;

“Therefore, he it resolved that n re
spectful address be presented to Hi# Hon
or the Ideut.-Governor, praying him to 
ni point a royal coimniadon to enquire 
whether the Hon. the Premier did so act. 
nnd whether 4n advising the said guaran
tees the premier worked more in the in
terest of the company tham the province, 
and also to inquire into all the eircum 
stances connected with any guarantee 
given or jmomised on account of or in 
connection with the Nakusp & Slocan 
railway, and whether corrupt motives of 
rny kind existed with or influenced any 
of His Honor's ministers in the advice 
t< ndered by them to His Honor the 
Lieut.-Governor in relation to the Xtiknav 
& Slocan railway company, ami whethv 
<he members of the executive exeeed;\l 
the authority granted to thorn by the rail
way aid act, 1893, and whether any of 
Hi# Honor’s mi ranters have or had any 
interest, direct or indirect in the Nakusp 
& Slocan raihvay company or in any of 
the contracte of the company, or in tjie 
construction company, either in maternal 
or supplies, or In any way whatsoever, 
nnd tiiat the wmmleiSoners be also cm- 
powered to investigate, ««certain an* re
port what persons have been or are either 
directly or indirectly Interested in the hull 
known a* the townwte of Three Forks, 
or in nuv of the proceeds of the land 
known ae lot 210, group 1. Kootenay dis
trict. or who may have a promise of .any 
interest from tlie iweeou or person# to 
whom the grant is to be issued, or from 
anv person or person* to whom they may 
bnve promised or agreed to transfer their 
right of any part or interest thereof or
therein."

He had given the attorney-general the 
benefit of Me own words, but bad ampli 
fitd them. The amendment would ex 
tend the power of the coimnUwion, and he 
thought it would be wise on the part of 
the government to accept it, u* they pre
tended -to be burniug with anxiety for an 
investigation. The proposition wa-s 
lengthy but simple. (Applause).

Mr. Booth, so he said, was a maned with 
the Ingenuity with which the amendment 
had been drown. The opposition did not 
make any charges, they just wanted t«> 
find out if there woe any charges. He 
would accept neither the amendment nor 
the original resolution. The government 
were entirely too sensitive.

Mr. Foiwter «rid the amendment jum 
added a few things to the resolution 
The preamble bad been drawn up by the 
premier. The opposition did uot want to 
make a force of the comanlsskm, as did 
the government. He saM «gain that he 
sospected that there was eoanethlng 
wrong and if the government refused to 
accept the amendment he would be move 
Miirpiuiou* than ever. If the road otdy 
cost $12,000 u mile, there must have nee» 
rtome reason for guurunteetug $l«,u00 P4* 
mile. Ihe difference went into *>un- 
hotly’s pockets. It generally went to the 
construction companies. They could not 
find out whether ministers were members 
of the construction company, but the com
mission might if the amendment was ac
cepted. They wanted to know if the ro«id 
,-ost $17,500 per ra»e and if uot where 
the balance went to and whether the ro.id 
was built to boom the townsite of Three 
Forks.

Mr. Kellie thought the amendment 
sltould he printed.

Mr. Speaker called for a division and 
the ayes were being counted when th 
premier seeing that *he amendment was 
going to pass, caMed on the Speaker to 
ring in the members. Tills was doiu- 
aud the vote was taken, the amendment 
being defeated on the following division:

Ayes—^'Messrs. Beaven, Brown, Cotton, 
Forster, Kitchen, iMcKenaie^ Kellie, Sem- 
lin, Milne, Stoddart, Sword.—10.

Noes—Messrs. Anderson, Adams, Ba
ker, Booth, Davie, Fletcher, Horne. Hun 
ter, Hall, Punch, Smith, Turner, Vernon. 
Watt, Roger».—15.

Mr. Kéllio said he Ukl not understand 
the amendment and ref lining to vote be 
was counted with the ayes.

,Mr. Kitchen objected to (lie Sneak r 
following the course he had. As a gen
eral rule a mernker «who came in after 
a division had been called for, was# no? 
rfllowctl to vote. Now after A dlviflh'ii 
had been called for and it wa* seen that 
the amendment was to be carried, the 
Speaker rung 1n the members. It w'is a 
farce on legislation.

Hou. Mr. Beaven—It wa» oertaiuly not 
right. When it was seen that there was 
a majority In favor of the amendment 
the members were called in.

Mr. Speaker—The bell had not been 
rung when the first division wa* called. 
The premier had cahed on him to ring 
the bell.

Hon. 'Mr. Vernon moved the following 
addition to the resolution: “And whether 
any of Ms honor’s minister» h^ve, or hail, 
any Interest, directly or indirectly, in the 
Nakusp * Slocan railway company, or 
in any of the contracts of the company 
or So the construction company, either in 
furnishing material, or supplies, or In any 
way whatsoever.”

•Dr. Watt contended that Mr, Forster 
did »«J whet wa. credited to him to

ÎL Beker's

(Hon. Mr. Beaven—The resolutionI not contain oue-ba1f of what it sho|
| !Mr. Semliii wished to know how I 

eouimiesioii Would be formed. The J 
toruey-general would defend himself, j 
who would take the other side? 
would be pleased to see an investigatL but ns far as he could see it -zouldl 
one-sided. The attorney-general wol
look after his side. ■

Hon. Mr. Davie—Why, certainly.
'Mr. Semlin—Who will look after 

other side?
'Hon., Mr. Davie—That is none of i 

business.
(Mr. Semlin—It will be a nice inve: 

gation. They do uot want any investi 
tion ait all. They tire just trying tv thr 
dust iu the eyes of the public. Th 
should be soroç one to take the other s 
of the case. The provincial secret! 
had said that the opposition memb 
were afraid of an investigation. W should they be afraid of an invratigatief 
They lmd not let the contract, nor ^ 
anything to do with the scheme, 
government could have moved for a u mirtttioo months .ago. -More sericL 
charges against the scheme had been pi 
liehed in Kootenay before the session -.1 
ened. One writer hnd said that sonf 
one had made $200,009 out of the scheo 

Mr. Cotton—The idea of a royal co 
mission before which only one side w 
be presented. It is a humbug and

iï (Mr. Stoddart wished to explain his v.
: ing for the amendment proposed by t 
leader of the opposition. He had do 
so because he believed the sworn sta 
ments laid before the house contain 
the truth but not all the truth. (Her 
hear!) Neither all the names of t 
member* of the construction eompai 
nor all the names of the director* of t company were given in those pai»J 
(Hear! bear!) That wa» hk object voting for the amendment There *houl 
be a full and free investigation into tl 
whole scheme. (Load applause.) I 

'Mr. Booth said the resolution shoal 
j have come from the opposition. TT government was entirely too sensitive. 1 

•Mr. Kitchen—If the amendment pm posed by the lender of the opposition hi 
passed the opposition side of the cal 
would have been presented to the col 
mission, but nobody was going to apial 
before a commission that would be P 
farce. The government had every thi it including the treasury, at hand. I 

Mr. Rogers thought the governroent hi 
acted too hastily. The motion kIioi! 
have come from the/opposition. |•Mr. Smith contended that there was ! 
charge in the resolution to investiga 
The government would not he doi 
wrong if they dropped the whole subje 

Mr. Kellie said people had time a 
again told him that the government h 
acted corruptly in the matter of the > 
knsp ami Slocan railway and there shot 
1>e the fullest investigation.

Hon. Mr. Davie rose to close the 
bate. He contended that the vpi«osit 
tried to make a screaming farce of 
commission. They suggested that the g 
eminent should appoint men to both i 
secute aud defend them. Thu thing v 
too absurd to be thought of. There w 
precedents for the course of practice t 
should be followed in this case. A g 
eminent of which the leader of the o; 
si tion was a member, had 20 years a 
formulated the charge* on which it slm 
be heard respecting the Texada Isli 
scandal. The late Mr. Robson,/Who « 
•leader of the opposition at the time, ' 
ducted the case for the opposition, 
suggested that the Hon. Mr. Bea 
should do the same In this case. 
Stoddart wa* to be complimented on 
imle]H?udent stand he had taken. He 
stated that there were more member; 
the construction company and more dl 
tors than stated in the sworn stat<$uc 
If that was the case it could be sh 
before the ro^al commission. Hon. I 
Vernon’s amendment covered that, 
the membens of the government wen 
terested directly or indirectly in the « 
pany there would In* corruption. I 
the information was laid before the h 
he did not know who the member 
the construction company were, 
time was too much employed to pry 
other people's business. The op;k»sI 
amendment was proposed only to ; 
investigation. It was the dnry of 
legislature to decide wnether the g<r 
ment exceeded their authority. Ev 
they had what was that to the



______ opposi
tion wanted the commission to find out 
who had had a pro mi ho of au interest or 
had an interest in the towneite of Three 
Forks. Why anybody might have or 
had an interest offered to them. It 
■would have been the principal mistake 
of his life lf.be had not taken the course 
he had.

Mr. Brown on a question of privilege 
showed that the premier had left out 
a very important part in reading from 
an official document referring to the Tex- 
ada Island scandal. A man who was 
capable of perpetrating a fraud on this 
house was capable of anything.

The resolution as amended was jmssed, 
Messrs. Booth and Rogers being the only 
ones to vote against it. The resolution 
as passed reads Whereas, acting under 
the advice of the executive council, his 
honor the lieutenant-governor has been 
pleased to give a provincial guarantee of 
interest upon the bonds of the Nakusp 
and Slocan railway company to the ex
tent of 4 per cent, per annum on $25,000 
per mile for 25 years, and by the like 
advice has, in the agreement of the guar
antee for interest, reserved the right ro 
substitute bonds guaranteeing principal 
at the rate of $17,500 per mile, together 
with interest at a rate per annum suffi
cient to enable the company to realize 
par, but in no case to exceed 4 per cent, 
per annum; and whereas, by message 
from his honor the lieutenant-governor, 
with the advice aforesaid, a bill has been 
introduced for the purpose of guarantee- 

; ing principal and interest in manner men-

Mr. Hunter said the roads could not be 
built for $14,000 a mile and if the bill 
was passed in Its present form the roads 
would not be built. He moved an amend
ment to allow the government to guaran
tee $8,00(1 per mile instead of $7,000 a 
mile ns proposed.

Mr. Smith did not see any more reason 
why the province should build railway* 
than why they Should fence a farmer's 
property. He understood that the com
panies did not ask for any more than 
$7.00gj a mfle and there was no reason

wumiirai».. -------------- -----------
tornvy-general would defend himself, but 
who would take the other side? He j 
would be pleased to see an investigation, j 
but ns far as he could see it -zould be j 
one-sided. The attorney-geueral would I 
look after his side.

-Hon. Mr. Davie—Why, certainly.
Mr. Semlin—Who will lobk after the 

other side?
•Hon., Mr. Davie—That is none of our 

business.
(Mr. Semlin—It will be a nice investi

gation. They do not want any investiga
tion at all. They «re just trying to throw 
d-ust in the eyes of the public. There 
should be sornç one to take the other side 
of the ease. The provincial secretary 
had said that the opposition members j 
were afraid of an investigation. Why 
should they be afraid of an investigation? 
They had not let the contract, nor bad 
anything to do with the scheme. The 
government could have moved for a com
mission months .ago. More serious 
charges against the scheme had been pub
lished in Kootenay before the session op
ened. One writer had said that some
one had made $200,000 out of the scheme.

(Mr. Cotton—The idea of a royal com
mission before which only one side will 
be presented. It is a humbug and a

(Mr. Stoddart wished to explain his vot
ing for the amendment proposed by the 
leader of the opposition. He had done 
so because he believed the sworn state
ments laid before the house contained 
the truth but not all the truth. (Hear! 
hear!) Neither all the names of the 
members of the construction company 
nor all the names of the directors of the 
company were given in those patters. 
(Hear! bear!) That was hie object for 
voting for the amendment There should 
be a full and free investigation into the 
whole scheme. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Booth said the resolution should 
have come from the opposition. The 
government was entirely too sensitive.

Mr. Kitchen—If the amendment pro
posed by the leader of the opposition hail 
1 >aseed the opposition aide of the case 

• ’ * — 1—-— ..-ooantiul tn rlu> r.itn-

The Last Business Day of the 
Fourth Session of the Fifth 

Parliament.

Government ami Opposition Mem
bers Shake Hands While 

Preparing for War.

APRIL 10. I
The Speaker took the chair at 2 o'clock, j 

Prayers by Rev. D. Robson.
Mr. Semlin asked if it was the in ten- j 

fion of the government to establish a 
polling place at St. Elmo.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said that he had not I 
thought of it but It would be necessary 
to establish a number of new polling 
places in all the distrirts. The unit et r 
would be considered.

Mr. Grant moved that whereas by the 
import of a committee adopted along with 
s minority report on the 27th of April, 
1888, it was respectfully recommended 
to the government to take Into their env- 
«ewt consideration the advisability of is
suing a crown grant of the land com- j 
prised in pre-emption 1,008 to Mr. Greer, 
or take eulch other steps as may be proper 
to secure Mr. Greer’s title to the land, 
be k therefore resolved, that this house 
sees no reason to differ from the conclu- 
Htous expressed in the majority report 
above Cited. The mover read the re
port of the select committee some yearn 
ago. He recited the case at some length 
end said the government should sec that 
justice is done Mr. Greer, who had been 
greatly inconvenienced and had spent tile 
best portion of his life defending his 
rights.

Hon. Mr. Vernon could not support the 
resolution. As far as he could eee Mr. 
Greer bod no claim to the laud. The 
court had decided on the case since the 
Report was adopted.

Hon. Mr. Beaveu pointed out that the 
involution did not recite the ease as it 
had occurred. He explained how this 
case did occur. The house did not adopt

mile. It was not proposed that the pro-1 
vrnce and municipalities should pay the 
whole cost of the roads and hand them 
over to the companies.

The chairman ruled the amendment out 
of order ns 1t proposed to increase the 
burden of taxation. '

Mr. Hunter said it was through a mat
ter of delicacy that he did not speak on 
the Nakusp & Slocon railway, ns he had 
put in a tender for the construction of 
that road.

Hon. Mr. Vernon said it was true that

tinned in said S^reement; aud whereas, 
it has been stated by the hon. the mem
ber for Nanaimo district, in his place in 
the house of assembly, that it appeared 
that the hon. leader of the government 
had been Working for the company and 
not for the province, aud it has also been 
insinuated in the said house of assembly 
by other hon. members, although not di
rectly charged, that the members of the 
executive council were actuated by cor- 

! ruplt motives in advising his honor the 
lieutenant-governor in relation to the mat
ters aforesaid ; therefore, be it resolved, 
that an humble address be presented to 
his honor the lieutenant-governor, praying 
him to appoint a royal commission to en
quire whether the honorable the premier 
in advisfng the said guarantee worited for 
the company and not for the province, 
and whether corrupt motives of any kind 
existed with or influenced his honor’s min
isters in the advice tendered by them to 
his honor the lientenant-govemor in rela
tion to the Nakusp and Slocan railway 
company, and whether any of his honor's 
ministers have, or had, any interest, di
rectly or indirectly, in Nakusp A Slocan 
railway company, or in any of the con
tracts of the company, either in furnish
ing material, or supplies, or in any way 
whatsoever.”

After considering one clause of the rail
way assessment act the h*>usc adjourned 
at 12:20. .

i lie uiuniuuicui, _________
There was « general 1 (IbwmsSion of the 

railway policy of the government, includ
ing the Nakup scheme.

Mr. Kitchen thought that the whole 
amount of the Dominion subsidy should 
go for tiie construction of the roads. It' 
seemed to be a scheme to get temporary 
revenue for the province. The companies 
paid tlie Dominion subsidy to the govern
ment and it was for revenue.

The bill was reported complete.
■Hon. Mr. Beaven moved the second 

reading of the Knslo, Slocan railway sub- 
aid y 1»1H. Last year a bill was passed 
giving the company a grant of land, but 
it was found «mnunt of the
land could not

saleable. Greer went in to obtain the 
lands with his eyes open. No doubt Mr. 
Greer, seeing that «her pcopli- obtained 
lands that they were not entitled to, 
thought 'there was uo reason why he 
should not do the same. He moved an 
amendment to strike out all the words 
after whereas and insert “on the 27th of 
April, 1888, the legislature adopted the 
report on the claim of Samuel Greer to 
certain lands in the vicinity of English 
Bay, which suggests that the matter be 
dealt with by a petition of right in the 
supreme court and whereas that conroe 
was adopted by the government, there
fore be it resolved that this bouse de
clines to consider the question any fur
ther.”Hon. Mr. Dane differed from the chief 
commissioner of lands and works and the 
leader of the opposition. The resolution 
adopting the report woo passed with but ' 
one dissenting voice. The amendment as- j 
htimed that there was but one report, j 
whereas there were two reports. The i 
land had been sudd and the government 
could not deal with it, but the matter 
should be considered by either the govern
ment or the legislature. The sale of the 
land by certain Indians to Mr. Greer wrn* 
recognized by an officer of the Indian de
partment. It was not known then that 
the terminus of the railway would be 
there. It was charged that Mr. Greer 
bad forged the names of the document 
and Mr. Greer was tried for forgery and 
honorably acquitted. Mr. Greer was en- 

—«- —-•.lomtinn as the

rising very steeply from 
Owing to this cans* 

financial depression the 
unable to buid.1 the 

any had offered one half 
y of kind granted else-, 
not a rival road to the 
uMiny mines could only 
e Kaslo road and othci* 
reached by the Nakusp

cad a second time.
> at 0 o’clock.

be done n luc ________
atter for future consideration. 
Kitchen supported the amendment 
posed the resolution. Mr. McTier- 
vone in court that he did not sign 
cument referred to and Mr. i’res- 
d no rights that Greer could obtain, 
had a dalm in Chilliwack at the 
time he wns supposed to have n 
at English Bay, so he could not < 
— «.ran if there was not a réserva- i

s’ trust deeds bill the 
wherever lt appeared 
trustee,” and other teeh- 
re made. The Mil was 
; and passed.
,n of the protee-
the following as section 
or corporation, or nail- 

,r Mpreee company, «hall 
rt. or vauao to be export

ai» blU.ratiway



■Mr. AifTiius movpo. wnereaa me preaem 
pas«Miger end fivigfct rate» of redware 
very seriously dkeriininaRe against those 
settled in the interior of the province, 
•the proportionate rates being very much 
in favor of districts near the coast: there- 

' that an humble ;ul-

menttonea nr éêrtïbn 23 f «ns act a* 
shall have been legally killed by such li
cense holder.” . , . . , ,

Hon. Mr. Beeron «aid he had beau liai 
to vote iV the dauae proliitotrng the ex- 
podtaiou of deer slfiiw on the understand
ing than ft would protect the deer. But 
it had uot done that; on the other hand It 
had diverted a large volntne of trade 
front the province He considered a 
dense prohibiting the exportation of deer

fore ft* it resolved, ---- —
dreas be presented to his honor the lieu
tenant-governor, -to urge on the Dominion 
government -the necessity of taking steps 
to so regulate the rates on passengers and i 
freight on railways that there may be : 
an equntfty in «itch rates. Ado, «1. !

Hon. Mr. Turner moved the follow- j 
ing resolution, which was adopted :

"Whereas by a "convention between j 
rhe United States and Great Britain, , 
dated 18th' April. 1892, üt was, amongst j 
other things, provided: That if the result I 
of the arbitration be to affirm the right j 
of British sealers to take seals in Beh
ring Sea within the bounds claimed by | 
the United States under its purchase j 
from Russia, then compensation shall j 
be made by the United States to Great 
'Britain (for the use of her subjects) for 
abstaining from the exercise of that right 
during the pendency of the arbitration, 
upon tiie basis of such a regulated or 
limited catch or catches as, in the opiu- 

'ion of the arbitrators, might have been 
.taken without undue diminution of the 
seal herds, such amount to be promptly 
paid; and whereas the result of the ar
bitration was to affirm such legal rights 
as pertaining to British subjects; and 
whereas no such compensation has been 
awarded: be it resolved that this house 
ventures to express the hope that the 
royal assent will not be gtiven to the bill 
now before the Imperial parliameat for 
gh'ing legal effect -to the Behring Ben 
arbitration unless the following claims 
be previously acknowledged and placed 
in course for sedtlemeut by the govern
ment of the United States, namely: 1. 
That iBritish Columbia sealers be com
pensated in respect to vessels that have 
been seized. 2. That British Columbia 
sealers be compensated for illegal e\- 
oluefon from Behring Sea during the 
years 1891, 1892 and 1893; and that a 
copy of this resolution be telegraphed at 
Once to the secretory oil state for Can
ada, with a request that he telegraph it 
to the Imperial government.”

(Hon. Mr. Davie, in announcing that the 
house would be prorogued at three 
oVdodk to-day, said he might be allowed 
to say for himself and colleagues that 
they were glad to be relieved from the 
laborious work of the session, yet all 
must feel regret at dissolving the associa
tions Of the last four years. Yet the 
best of friends must part. One cannot 
but think of the uncertainties of the fu
ture, and, leaving aside the election, 
there was no saying who would be spar
ed to meet again. It was his hearty 
hope that the candidates for re-election 
would be liberally dealt with, qnd all he 
could say was “let the best men win.” 

(Mr. Rogers, in a few well chosen
wurdb, proposed a vote of thanks to the 
speaker for the impartial marner in

found in his possession, and costs, to ne 
levied by distress, or to imprisonment to 
any term not exceeding, as to both fine 
and imprisonment, thirty days. In this 
connection ithe clow season shall mesn 
the time in each year dating which .leer 
shall not Ibe hunted, taken, killed, shot at. 
wounded or injured, end the open season 
shall mean the rest of the year.

The amendment was lost.
Mr Grant -then moved the following i 

as a new clause: "Notwithstanding any
thing in the provisions of this act eon- J 
tained. it shall be lawful to export deer l 
skias from the ports of this province, pro- . 
vidéd that the said skins were on hand 
for export prior to the passage of this 
act, and provided the same are exported 
within thirty days from the passing of 
this act”

The amendment was negatived and the 
bill was passed. 1

Mr. Booth, on a question of privilege, 
said the committee appointed to inv^ti- 
gate the "(bindery charges" had neid their 
session but had nut had time tv draw up 
their report. He therefore presented the 
evidence taken by the committee.

Mr. SeraHn called the attention of the 
government to the resolution passed by 

i the house several sessions ago expressing 
the opinion that tenders should be called 
for th Wading. He was satisfied 
that fully. CO per cent, could he saved to 
the province if tenders were called for.

Mr. Booth said he could not endorse rhe 
remarks of Mr. Semlin. Hie complain
ant had refused to give evidence before 
the committee.

The evidence was received and will lw 
printed in the sessional papers. 

i On con.-tideration of (the report on the 
* municipal bill Mr. Grant move-1 to strike 
i out danse 31, the one referring to Sun-

• -- -- --- •» “*•" «» B-.-mii.-uiu.'l
w ho was an honor and credit to the pro-

Dr. Milne, hod great pleasure -n en- 
dorsing what had been said about the 
Speaker.

'Hie members rose while pawing the 
vote of thanks and afterwards sang i 
"God Save the Queen."

Mr. Bjieaker Higgins said he would : 
like to return thanks for the courtesy and 
kindness that had been shown him bv 
members of the house. No Speaker had 
been treated better than he had. He 
thanked the members for the vote of 
thanks and *

Dr. Milne said the clause should remain 
as ft was. It was absurd to say that 
a reeve wuM give a certificate of death 
and a health officer could not.
'Mr. Sword withdrew his amendment. ;
The motion to strike the clause out 

was carried.
Mr. Graqt moved an amendment re- 

spedting petitions for liquor licenses in 
the town of Kaslo. The amendment was 
adopted.

•Mr. Grant moved that the following be | 
inserted as a new section : “The provi- j
sinus of section 4 of the liquor license re- ! 
gtdation adt, 1891, shall not apply to I 
municipalities in respect to -selling of li
quor by rtttail; provided that in all places 
where liquor is or may be sold by retail 
no sale or other disposai! of -the said li
quor «hall take place therein, or iu the 
premise» thereof, or out of or from the 
same, to any person or persons whomso
ever, from the hour of six of the clock 
on Sunday morning until the hour of one 
of the dock on Sunday afternoon, and 
from six of the clock on Sunday evening 
until -the hour of nine of the clock on \ 
Sunday evening. (1) Any infraction of 
this —etlOQ shall be punishable for a first 
offence by a fine of not lees than $20, or 
more than $50, and for a second offence 
by a fine of not less than $30, nor more 
than $100, to be recoverable iu either 
case, with costs, upon summary,.«eotyvic- 
tion.”

The amendment was lost, Messrs. 
Grant, Fletcher and. Martin alone voting 
for it.

The bill was reported complete wfch 
amendments an^ passed.

Mr. Grant moved the second reading of j 
the bilk of sole bill, the object of wbivh 
was to carry out the intention of the • 
adt.

The bill was read a second time and re
ferred «to committee of the whole. The 

Jaill was reported complete and passed. 1

however undeeerved he 
would never forget the kind expression of 
opinion. He would always look back 
with pleasure on the house that closed in 
1894. He hoped it hat every member 
would *>e present at the roll <*» next ses
sion.

'Hie house adjourned at 11:30 bringing 
to a dose the business of the fourth ses
sion otf the fifth parliament of British 
Colombia.

PARLIAMENT PROROGUED.
Closing of the Last Session of the Fifth 

Parliament of B. C.
The last session of the fifth parliament 

of British Columbia was formally pro
rogued at 3 o’(flock this afternoon by 
Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney. There 
were a «large number of ladies and gen
tlemen on the floor of the house, includ
ing'the judges and oflfcers of the supreme 
count, the clergy of different dénomma - 
tious and the families of the members. 
A guard of honor from the B. C. B. G A 
was commanded by Cajftain Sm’allfield 
and 'Lieutenants Williams and Munro. 
The guard of honor was accompanied by 
the «battery band. A firing party under 
command of Lieut. Blanchard fired a big 
guu salute on /the harbor front.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock 
and «after prayers by Itev. H. Robson the 
Lieutenant-Governor entered the house 
and took -the chair. «He twtas accompanied


