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HOUSE WOIative marketing association* ai 
lost on division by a vote of 22

REDUCE AGE INOF BABY BONDS
VETERANS’ AIGETS APPROVAL

Every division, every show of 
hands, disclosed a volte face] 
among members on both sides oi 
the House.

One moment, the concerted C.C.FJ 
group would be supporting the gov] 
eminent, the next they would be 
supporting other opposition mem 
bers. A moment later the C.C.F] 

. ranks and the Liberal ranks would 
be split as some contentious point 
came up for decision.

[ In happy mood as the long sea] 
I sion neared its conclusion, thel 
: members alternately applauded,

Legislature Will B: 
Session to Close 

This Morning

Construction of New City 
Hall Can Proceed, 

Costs Ordered
[Very Different Measure 

From That Drawn 
Up by Weir

VICTORIA. March 30.—Constrne-I 
tion of Vancouver's new city hall,I 
[endangered for a time on Saturday| 
[when the passage of the Vancouverj 
Enabling Act through the legist^! 
iture was held up on motion of Gcpr»l 
[don S. Wismer, member for Van-1 
[couver-Centre, was approved in theJ 
House today upon third reading eti 
the bill.

The bill, which validates the- 
[city’s Baby Bonds, did not go

last moments of the session to
night when it unanimously support-PARTIES DIVIDE
ed a resolution to that effect pre
sented by Robert Wilkinson. Lib 

for Vancouver-Poinleral member
Grey. .

Mr. Wilkinson said that all vet-| 
©ran organizations in Canada had! 
passed resolutions favoring the 
establishment of an age limit ofl 
60 years.

| W'ithout much quibbling, the 
I House promptly rejected a pro-

[Weary Opposition Drops 
Battle Late on 

Tuesday passed, and by 9:35 p.m., when a 
division was called on third read] 
ing of the health bill, it was appar] 
tent that further resistance was use]HOW THEY 

VOTED
For the Health Insurance Bill 

—Hons. T. D. Pattullo, Gordon 
M. Sloan, G. M. Weir, K. C. Mac
Donald, A. W. Gray, F. M. Msc- 
Pherson, John Hart and G. S. 
Pearson, also the following Lib
eral members: T. King, W. J. 
Asselstine, A. McDonald, E. T. 
Kenney, Dugaid McPherson, J. 
Allen Harris, N, ...........

. The HouSe put in a very busy] 
morning as far as passage of bills 
was concerned and dealt, in all,

I with some 17 of them—in various 
[stages -before rising at 1 p.m. | 
i Most of them carried little con
tentious matter, although proposed] 
amendments to the Mineral Survey 
and Development Act caused some] 

[discussion. *

Meanwhile, preparations were! 
made for prorogation of the Legis-I 
lature and at 11 p.m. it was an-l 
nounced that Lieutenant-Governorl 
Fordham Johnson would be called] 
to the House at 11:30 a.m. Wednes-j 

i day for that purpose. The final] 
; session will be called at 11 a.m.

Thus the session will close after! 
five weeks of deliberations. ]

___ ________ W. Whittaker,
F. Putnam, D. M. Mackay, R. R. 
Burns, C. S. Leary, C. H. Tap
per, R. H. Carson, R. Wilkinson, 
Mrs. Helen Smith. The follow
ing C.C.F. members: Rev. R. 
Connell, Mrs. Steeves, E. E. 
Winch, J. Price, H. E. Winch, 
and T. Uphill, Labor—29.

Against the Bill—G. M. Mur
ray (Ind. Lib.), Gordon S. Wis
mer, D. W. Strachan, Dr. W. H. 
Sutherland, E. D. Barrow, Dr. 
J. J. Gillis, S. S. McKeen, all Lib
erals; Clive Planta (Ind. Con.), 
R. H. Pooley (Con.), Hugh Sav
age (Ind.), H. Anscomb (Ind.), 
R. W. Bruhn (Ind.), Ernest Bake- 
well and R. B. Swales (both 
C.C.F.)—14.

L. A. Hanna (Lib.) and B. F. 
Johnson (Lib.) were absent.

These amendments 
[would make it necessary for mining] 
(concerns TO SUPPLEMENTsalesmen to fila 
copies of all publicity and advertis- 
[ing matter concerning public min
ing groups, with the department of 
mines. Despite opposition from 

iGeorge Murray, R. W. Bruhn and 
■several others, the House commit
tee was able to

SMELTER PLANT
House Mining Committei 

Favor* Californian 
System

House Declines 
To Divide Over 

Orientals’ Vote
(By Staff Representative)

VICTORIA, March 31.—A reso
lution by Hon. R. H. Pooley urg
ing the Legislature to oppose 
strenuously a proposal that Ori
entals be givpn the vote was 
ruled out of order in the dying 
moments of the House tonight.

Unsatisfied, Mr. Pooley called 
a division on the Speaker’s rul
ing, which was upheld by a vote 
of 31 to 11.

Premier Pattullo raised an ob
jection to the resolution, declar
ing that it might cause friction 
among residents of the provln-

It was generally considered 
that design of the resolution was 
to ascertain the position of the 
C.C.F. group in the Legislature 
to the contentious Oriental fran
chise question.

Unanimous support was given 
to a resolution presented by 
George Murray, which reaffirmed 
the government's " approval of 
plans for a joint U.S.-Canada ac
tion on construction of the Alas
ka Highway. - ^

rise and repov

VICTORIA, March 31. — Reconri 
mending that the government] 
should study the question of intro^ 

! ducing portable mills, similar td 
those in use in California, of such] 

I a character that they can be trans-j 
[ported on trucks, the mining com
mittee of the Legislature has sug
gested that the time had come to 
supplement the service of the smel
ters. It stresses the need for treat
ment of these ores at or near the 
point of production, which at pres
ent is impossible.

“We suggest.” says the commit-i 
tee, “study of the system of mining 
'taxation in effect in Australia, 
with a view to attracting more 

i capital to B; C. for mining pur-i

(By Staff Representative)
VICTORIA, March 31—Battling 

through one division after another, | 
the Legislature, in a near-final ses
sion tonight finally carried the bit
terly-contested health insurance 

[ bill by a vote of 29 to 14, with sev
eral government members support-!

of valid claims temporarily set 
aside by the courts, from being out
lawed by the Statute of Limitations. 
'Otherwise the moratorium meas- 
pre remains unchanged.

jlng the opposition.
I , Three divisions came before third 
| reading of the bill was called for] 
and the third reading resulted in] 
still another division—with the] 
above vote—before the measuref 
finally passed the House. It passed,] 
however, a very different measure] 
from that which had confronted ] 
JBMUnbers at the opening of the]

and torn, pulled apart and titte< 
together again and finally camt
through maimed but still defiant 

I of opposition which had come from 
i all part» of the province.

It lacked, among other things, 
[the $50,000 grant of the govern 
ment, the clause including that fea
ture haying been deleted by com
mittee of the whole House. In a di
vision tonight, also, Dr. W. HJ 
Sutherland (Liberal, Revelstoke) 
carried by a vote of 25 to 18, his 

j amendment which did away with 
the $5.50 limit- for doctors’ fees. ] 

! An amendment by R. W. Bruhn 
| (Ind., Salmon Arm), to lay the mat] 
ter over to the Fall session, failed 
on division by a vote of 30 to 13] 
while another amendment by D. WJ

I in Canada.

include

ffiîHM
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Lt.-Goüernor
Prorogues
Legislature

Health Insurance 
Bill Adopted in 

i House by 2-1 Vote

on be-1
certain

69 Acts Passed— 
Liquor Price 
Investigation Dies.

sitting followed a debate which 
lasted most of the day.
MURRAY WOULD 
REDUCE BOARD.

G. M. Murray, Liberal of Lillooet, 
joined the C.C.F. in seeking to re

health insurance com-

T TICTORIA, April 1.—The thlr 
y session of the Eighteent 

Legislature of British Colun 
bia, which produced a health lnsu; 
ance scheme and rocked the go' 
ernment in the process, was pn 
rogued by Lleutenant-Govemt 
Fordham Johnson at 11:80 th 
morning.

The sessional business complete 
Tuesday night, today’s sitting wj 
purely formal, and lasted only a fe 

The distribution of t

Parties Split On Final 

Division 29-14—Amend

ments Rejected.

books. He moved, therefore, to 
enforce the bill immediately on its 
passage instead of leaving it to be 
proclaimed by the government 
This motion was voted down with
out a recorded division.

Dr. Weir compromised in the 
treatment of private health insur
ance schemes by excluding them 
from the government scheme pro
vided they supply a doctor’s serv
ice and hospitalization. Under his 
amendment to the original bill, 
these private schemes may vote 
themselves into the government 
scheme if they so desire. Under 
the original bill these schemes 
were forced under the government 
scheme unless they voted them
selves out of it.

When Herbert Anscomb, Conser-

mission from a chairman and four 
advisory members, to a chairman 
and two advisors. This proposal 
was rejected after the government 
had explained that it might only 
appoint a three-man board.

HOUSE VOTED
FOUR TIMES minutes.

demnity cheques to members, thi 
usual songs led by S. S. McKees 
baritone of Point Grey, and th' 
final blizzard of old papers woum 
up the session in traditional fashior

Tonight Liberal members will en 
tertain Premier Pattullo and th 
cabinet at dinner, and a final polit 
leal talk, and then the capital wi] 
be deserted by politicians until the; 
meet again in the autumn.

As he entered the

R. H. Pooley moved to limit the! 
chairman of the board to a salary 
of $5000 a year instead of the $7500 
as proposed. No official, he said,Weir Says His Measure Has 

: Been Strengthened By 

F Committee Changes.
(Special to The Province.)

| V TICTORIA, April 1.—Health

should receive more than the cabi
net minister in charge of his de
partment, who received $6000 a 

‘year. Dr. Weir said the govern
ment might not pay more than 
$5000, but such a sum might not at- 

Ernest of Victoria, moved to ex
empt private schemes which pro
vided cash benefits instead of medi
cal service, Dr. Weir said this 
would wreck the^ whole pro
gramme.' The House rejected Mr. 
Anscomb’s plea by 29 to 11.

E. E. Winch made a final effort 
to raise from $1800 to $2400 the 
wage level covered by the scheme. 
The Premier said this motion was 
out of order and L. A. Hanna, in 
the chair, agreed. When asked by 
opposition if the government would 
adopt this plan, the Premier re
plied emphatically, “No.” 

p. W. fltrachan, Liberal, of 
Dèwdney, tried to exempt farmers* 
co-operatives from the insurance 
scheme but was turned down by a 
large majority.

The proposed inclusion of chiro
practors In the scheme was turned 
down after Dr. Weir had stated 
that the chiropractors did not wish

official.I tract a suitable 
I Bakewell, C.C.F. member for Mac
kenzie, warmly supported a large 
Salary for the chairman when pri
vate business paid still larger re
muneration

I Législatif
Chamber today the Lieutenant-Go' 
ernor was presented by Mr. Speak*jority in the Legislature’s final 

vote on Tuesday night Twenty- 
three Liberals, five C. C. F. and 
one Labor put Hon. G. M. Weir’s 
Insurance Bill on the statute books 
against seven Liberals, five Inde-- * *---*1 IT

Perry with a' beautiful illuminated 
address of condolence to be for 
warded to King Edward and Queer 
Mary in the death of the late King 
George.

In all the Lieutenant-Govemoi 
consented to fifty-seven acts passed 
during the session, twelve acts hav
ing received assent some time age 
—A total of sixty-nine for the ses
sion.

The C.C.F. resolution asking foi 
an investigation into government 
liquor purchasing died on the ordei 
paper without discussion. The 
same fate met D. W. Strachan’i 
request for a survey of Oriental 
penetration. Mrs. Dorothy Steeves' 
proposal to increase unemployment 
relief allowances and Harold 
Winch’s demand that the Provincial 
Government care more adequately 
for single unemployed men not ad- 

Govemment

to important execu
tives. Mr. Pooley’s amendment was 
rejected.

Questioned by the opposition, 
Dr. Weir said t£ie cost of adminis
tering the scheme was limited to 10 
per cent, of the insurance fund,

8 per cent Opposition mem 
hers feared the cost would exceed 
the government’s estimates.
MINISTER REJECTS 
DRUG SERVICE.

Mr. Bakewell’s proposal that the 
insurance commission set up a 
Cfsqnlete drug, service and saye The

pherson, Pearson, Gray and K. 
C. Macdonald, Liberals.

Price, Connell, H. E. Winch, 
B. E. Winch, Mrs. Steeves, C.CJ.; 
Uphill, Labor.

Against the Insurance Bill. 
Murray, Strachan, WIsmer, G1I- 

Hs, Barrow, McKeen, Sutherland, 
Liberals.

Planta, Savage, Anscomb, 
Bruhn and Pooley, Independents. 

Swatlee and Bakewell, C.C.F.
ear.

Johnson and Hanna, Liberals, 
were not in the House when the

b Included.
mltted to Federal 
camps.

In a brief formal speech from 
the throne his honor thanked the 
House for its “earnest considera
tion” of public business and par
ticularly of the Health Insurance

i*sa sentl-l
ien ta and threatened that the 

whole C.CJEP. would oppose the bill 
on final reading in the belief that 
its only effort would be to provide 
jobs for some fortunate people.

This brought the Premier to hie 
feet with a blunt retort.
GOVERNMENT DOING 
ITS BEST, BATS PREMIER

"Such a threat will not Influence 
the government!” he exclaimed. 
“The government le doing its beet 
under a very difficult situation.”

Mr. Winch denied that he waa 
threatening the government but 
accused the government of hiding 
behind technical rules to avoid 
allowing the House to amend the 
bill at all

R. W. Bruhn, Independent of 
Salmon Arm, made a last-minute

LIBERALS

Mileage for Members at 
Victoria Boosted to 25c

(Special to The Province.)
VICTORIA, April 1.—Mileage al

lowances for members of the Legis
lature will be doubled under a bill 
introduced by the government at 
the round-robin request of mem
bers on all sides of the House. 
Where they are allowed 12%c a mile 
now for travelling from their homes 
to Victoria, they will be given 25c. 
a mile in future.

I had reapproved it at the fall ses- 
sion. A motion by Mr. Strachan 
to exempt co-operative farmers’ or-

rlsation from it was rejected 
82 to 1L But a sudden shift 
approved Dr. Sutherland’s motion

eliminating the maximum annual 
fee of doctors for any one patient 
which under the bill would have
been $5.50.

Against the government's opposi
tion Dr. Sutherland’s motion car
ried by 25 to 18. Eleven Liberals 
bolted to support the Sutherland 
amendment which, however, does 
not alter the Insurance scheme In 
the least Earlier in the day Dr. 
Weir had agreed to accept such an 
amendment but at that time the 

| question was dropped.
| After the final vote Dr. Weir 
i told newspapermen that his bill had 
j.besn strengthened rather than 
weakened by amendments in corn-

effort to hold up the insurance! 
scheme until the House met again.I
He proposed to eliminate the gov
ernment’s right to proclaim the act 
whenever it wished. Under the 
Bruhn plan, the House alone could 
bring the scheme into operation at 
its next sitting after the members 
had gone home and ascertained 
the public’s views. Dr. Weir was 
afraid that his supporters would 
kill the bill in the fall, or he would 
agree to the amendment, since in 
any câse the scheme was not to be 
enforced until the first of 1987, Mr. 
Bruhn said.

"Why not corns out in the open 
apd admit you are Just trying to

mlttee.
Reports that his insurance scheme

not be enforced because the
of the government’s ex-

had been struck out, were
Money to pay for

voted
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fee of doctors in health insurance! 
leases—a sudden shift which did not* 
| affect the scheme, but caught the! 
Imintstry completely by surprise. At! 
a time like this, with the House! 
ijabout to adjourn and the ministry! 
} still intact, who cared for a little! 
jthing like that?
\ The health bill finished, there! 
was little left to do and not muchl 
heart for doing it For a moment! 

4the House paused to consider the! 
ij higher policy of the nation when! 
«the Premier protested a motion by! 
|Mr. Pooley, declaring against the] 
^enfranchisement of Orientals and! 
''designed, of course, to put the! 
|C. C. F. on the spot Not that the! 
iPremier would object to putting the! 
|C. C. F. on the spot but that he] 
^considered the Pooley motion likely! 
pto create friction between nations.! 
|Mr. Speaker Perry thought so, too, 
îjand ruled Mr. Pooley out of order, 
gwith learned references to the pad 
Qliamentary authorities.
3 Full of regret at such a painful] 
Ipecessity; Mr. Pooley appealed this} 
iruling with a curious result While 
|all Liberals and Independents

timity to voice a lorrid suspicion] 
, which has long been harbored by I 
the present ministry. Mr. Pooley] 
and hie friends, said the Premier, j 
had deliberately eut ministerial ] 
salaries just before leaving office] 
so that their successors could en
dure this reduction. To which Mr. 
Pooley promptly replied that the] 
Tolmle government had been quite j 
sure that the Pattullo government 

; would be well paid, considering its] 
‘ability. Now, said Mr. Pooley, the] 
j public agreed completely with the! 
prophetic vision of the Tolmie gov- j 
ernment

The Premier got back at his 
friend by sending for the ancient 
records and proving that Mr. Pooley j 
had been mistaken about certain | 
obscure points in the history of 
Tolmie government’s finances, a j 
discovery which did not cause'tauch 
excitement

Confident now that its bill was 
safe, the government rejected a 

| long series of amendments from 
I the C. C. F., its faithful ally. This 
| started to get under even those 
I faithful hides. Mr. Bakewell began 
I to think that the bill, which the 
| C.C.F. had saved, wasn’t wortirsew 
ling, and the elder Mr. Winch

les of higher national policy! 
weighed heavily with them. Only 
tine members voted with Mr. 
'ooley against the Speaker and, in-j 

against Oriental en-jferentially, _ ______ _
franchisement.

But more curious still, four C. C.$
F. members voted to declare in or-| 
1er a motion opposing such en-| 
franchisement, which is one ofl 
their party’s policies. No explana-f 
tlon was made, but perhaps theygj 
wanted the motion to be considered $| 
lo that they could vote against itfl 
and stand up, unashamed, in favor | 
of votes for Orientals. That, along | 
with many other things, remains | 
one of the unsolved mysteries of S 
the session.
I From then on the remaining fag-] 
ends were quickly cleared away 
and by bedtime nothing was left] 
but the formalities of prorogation— 
and whatever consequences this 
session is going to have, If any, in 
the history of politics and the 
future of the government But at 
k time like this no one thinks about ] 
buch grisly things. The House, its] 
[work done, is going home at last! 
onto the warm bosom of a grateful 
knd loving electorate. But it will 
[be back. Ah, yes, it will be back.

ernment within humiliating dis
tance of real defeat, but as a prod
uct of one man’s patience, perse
verance and sheer determination, it 
is a monument to its maker. He 
probably doesn’t like it particularly 
well, the cabinet doesn’t like it very 
well, the House likes it less, but it 
is something where anyone les* 
determined than Dr. Weir might 
have got nothing; it is a hundred 
times more than what seemed pos
sible a year ago; and while it may 
be an actuarial monstrosity, as its 
enemies allege, it is the most re
markable HON. GEORGE M. WEIRpersonal achievement! 
witnessed in this establishment ini 
modern times.

The government’s latter hours ins 
labor were much easier than the! 
early stages. After Monday's test,! 
which saved the bill, though only! 
with the support of the C.C.F., the! 
spirit seeped out of the fight! 
against it From then on, hopelett] 
of killing the scheme, the opposi-J 
tlon conscienltously went through! 
the motions of opposing, but nod 
much more. Where hours ham 
been spent before on one small] 

I sentence, large clauses wenfl 
through now without a murmur, ii
ONLY MR. POOLEY IS FRE8&J

These were the dying hours 'on 
the session indeed and, tired by]

Magnificent Triumph—A Re
markable Personal Achievement

to vote against the whole scheme! 
on final reading.

With complete confidence the 
Premier retorted that he would not] 
be moved by any threats. The op] 
position benches looked more 
threatening than ever. But this 
really didn’t mean a thing. When 
it came to the final test in the eve] 

Ining only Mr. Bakewell and Mr 
18wall.es of the^ Socialists vote*
against the bill, and an even dozei 
Liberals and Independents stood uj 
with them against twenty-nine Lib 
erals. A great burst jf desk thump 
tag greeted the passage of the mos 
important and certainly the moe 
contentious act in modern times.
DR. SUTHERLAND’S TRIUMPH.

Yet even in this trtumpl
there was a little sting to rob th< 
government’s moment of complet 
perfection. But it was a fins 
triumph for Dr, Sutherland, who

continual late nights, the House 
had little fight left in it. Only 
Mr. Pooley, fresh as the yellow 
primroses in hie buttonhole, seemed 

I to take any real pleasure in ragging]
hie old friend, the Premier. What 
annoyed Mr. Pooley at the moment 

| was that the. government proposed 
i to pay its health insurance admin
istrator up to 17800 where Mr

iSLeaShH*
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Politicians and Bears
Ar>HERE is poetical warrant for the assertion
A. that mice and men are alike in certain ways.

Their best-laid plane gang aft agley.
now it seems beans and politicians are not un
like sometimes. When frightened, they can do
terrible things.

At Stanley Park the other day the stork
brought a furry little cub to Trotsky and Maude,
the big Siberian bears, and the Park-keepers,
being wise in the ways of bears, refrained from
interfering. They knew that if they frightened
the happy parents, these, In their panic, might
destroy the little stranger.

At James Bay, not so long ago, the same
stork, or another, dropped a fine new Heal
Insurance Bill in the department of the provincial
secretary, where it was joyfully hailed as the
child of the Liberal government and the Liberal
party

But the doctors and business men of British
Columbia didn t know politicians
Stanley Park zoo-keepers knew bears. Or per
haps it was guile and not lack of knowledge that
actuated them. In any case, they crowded down
to Victoria and put the party and the govern
ment into such a panic of fear that the distracted
parents turned upon their health insurance baby
and manhandled it so severely that it will be
months before anyone can really know whether
British Columbia has health insurance or only
the shadow of i
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NEW CONTROL BOARD 
FOR SECURITIES ACT

HEALTH INSURANCE 
BILL PASSES HOUSE

MINE ENGINEER, 
FINANCE EXPERT 

MAY BE ADDED
VICTORIA, March 31.—A new 

I board^of control was recommended byl 
I the mining committee of the legisla-l 
I ture Monday to improve administra- 
I tion of the Securities Act with re- 
I spect to mining promotion.

The board, as recommended, would 
1 consist of H. G. Garrett, the present 
I administration, and a mining engineer 
I and an expert on mining finances.

Present agitation against the Secur- 
I ities Act is “not entirely disinter- 
■ ested,” the committee’s report stated.
1 The opinion was expressed that the 
I mining industry as a whole does not 
§ want the Act repealed at this session.

Grants to prospectors for traveling 
I expenses into remote places was

Other recommendations included:
| 1. Demand for federal reduction of 

the tariff on mining machinery 
and equipment.

$ 2. Indorsation of the demand of sil
ver coinage p-roups to secure wider 
circulation of silver coins.

| 3. Operation of a portable mill by 
the government to assist small de
velopments.

14. That a study be made of mining 
taxation in Australia, with a view 
to attracting capital to the prov-

[ 5. Provision by the government of 
more funds for publicizing mines 
and for mining roads and trails. 

The bill requiring mining literature 
I to be filed with the department of 
I mines on publication was reported out 
I of committee in the legislature today! 
l with two amendments introduced byl 
| Hon. G. S. Pearson.

The amendments provide it will beH 
I necessary for only one copy of then 
I literature to be filed and that only a 
I provincial mineralogist may demand 
j information from mining companies 
I relative to promotion instead of any!
I official of the department as set out 
I in the original draft

GOVERNMENT 
AND C.C.F. FORCES 

BOTH SPLIT

CITY 
CHARTER

By STAFF REPORTER 
■ VICTORIA, March 31.—The bilL 
1 amending Vancouver’s city charterL 
(was given third reading in the legls-l 
1 lature Monday night. r

Shorn of the provisions regarding 
I crown lands and the increase of l 

business licenses, the bill la but a I 
1 shadow of the original which the 

city’s delegation brought to 4he 
private bills committee two weeks 
•to. 1

J Important are the sections 
I give effect to the plebiscite requira™ 
I reduction of council from 12 to elghq
I aMarge11118 *°r elcctlon of alderme;
I The Price amendment, permlttm™ 
I persons convicted of Indictable oM 
R lenses to run for civic office fivi 
I years after release from prison 
I also in the amended act.

The Vancouver Enabling Act, 
validating sale of baby bonds, ; ' 
was given third reading.
Another important piece of 

I L,n ^as the act amending the Publia 
I Act’ the government^
■ power to administer large school!

PRÉSERVE 
Markets 
BOOM

„ VICTORIA, March 31—Wide prlce- 
r fixing and licensing powers on pro
ducers and dealers in natural prod- 
lucts, if the Dominion Marketing Act] 
|Is declared ulttra vires by the Supreme] 
1 Court, were asked of the B. C. Legis- 
[ lature in a bill introduced yesterday | 
I evening by Hon. K. C. MacDonald, 
1 Minister of Agriculture. j
I The Bill passed final reading today, I 
I after an amendment proposed by R.I 
IB. Swailes, to make It mandatory foil 
| the producers’ board to be elective [ 
| was voted down. |

The measure is an attempt by the I 
Provincial Government to preserve 
existing marketing schemes in case 
the Supreme Court rules against the 
Dominion Act. If the Dominion law 
is held ultra vires the Provincial 
Marketing Act, which Is a co-relat- 
ing^measure, would automatically be

By empowering the Provincial Gov-] 
j eminent, through marketing boards,
3 to set prices and license producers and 
1 dealers, it Is hoped to safeguard 
g against this happening.
8 A decision by the Supreme Court is I 
I expected shortly, but by that time I 
[the Legislature will have prorogued! 
land the present marketing schemes,! 
I some 12 in number, could be com-1 
l pletely disrupted before the House 1 
| meets again in the Fall.

The new legislation, which came 
down as an amendment to the Pro
vincial Marketing Act, specifies that 
the powers be exercised by the Pro
vincial Government to the fullest 
extent, "notwithstanding the fact 
that the Dominion Act may or may , 
not be then existing or operative, or 
that the Dominion Board may or 
may not be then existing.”
The new powers will not become] 

I law on passage of the bill but will be] 
I subject to proclamation by the Gov- 
I emment.- New sections would give] 
1 the Government authority to allow] 
[the Provincial Marketing Board full] 
| powers on marketing of products, to] 
[require licenses taken out by "any or]

| or to cancel licenses for violation of I 
I board orders.
I It would also have power to fix I 
I prices, both maximum and minimum.l 
[ Employees of the Marketing Board! 
I would be authorized to search vehicles! 
I in which regulated products were! 
I transported and goods could be seized!

How They Voted
FOR THE BILL

LIBERALS — Premier Pattullo, 
Sloan, Weir, Hart, M. C. Mac
Donald, Wells Gray, Pearson, T. 
M. MacPherson, Wilkinson, Put
nam, Whittaker, Carson, Tupper,
D. McPherson, Leary, Harris, 
Burns, King, Asseltine, A. Mc
Donald, Kenney, MacKay, Mrs. 
Smith—Total 23.

C.C.F.—Connell, E. E. Winch, H.
E. Winch, Price, Mrs. Sleeves. 
Total 5.

LABOR—Uphill. Total 1.
FOR—29

AGAINST THE BILL 
LIBERALS — Murray, Strachan, 

Wismer, Gillis, Sutherland, Bar- 
row. Total 7.

INDEPENDENTS—Planta, Savage, 
Anscomb, Bruhn. Total 4.

C.C.F.—Bakewell, Swailes. Total 2, 
UNIONIST—Pooley. Total 1. 

AGAINST—14.
ABSENT—Hanna and Johnson, 

both Liberals.
By JAMES DYER

■ VICTORIA, April 1.—The state! 
$1 health insurance bill, brain child of 
ng Hon. C. M. Weir, is now part of the 
| law of British Columbia.
0 A formal division on third reading I oi the bill at 9:40 p.m. Tuesday gavel 
I the government forces a 29 to 14 vie
1 The division saw seven Liberals] 
1 voting against the government. It 
| saw the C.C.F. split—two against the 
| bill and five for it, and the Indepen- 
I dents solidly opposed. ,

The eighteenth legislature of Brit
ish Columbia will prorogue today 
and t he "Act to Provide for the 
Establishment of a Provincial Sys
tem of Health Insurance” will be 
one of many bills to which the 

I Lieutenant Governor will give as-

J The victory of the government w
■ not unalloyed.
I NO MAXIMUM

At the last moment they saw Dr.
IW. H. Sutherland, Liberal, Revel 
I stoke, l’Enfant Terrible of the health 
I insurance Imbroglio, succeed, 25 to 18,
| in an amendment to lift the lid off 
B payments to physicians.

The maximum originally set was 
1 $5.50 per patient per year. Dr. 

Sutherland wanted that maximum 
removed. He woh his point, and a 

' few minutes later the division on 
: third reading was called.
1 Tuesday was a day of surprises.
, In the afternoon session there cami 
from the C.C.F. ranks a threat to vott 
against the bill on third reading un
less certain wishes of theirs were ac 
œded to by the government.

Ernest Bakewell, C.C.F., Mackenzie, 
proposed to set up a provincial phar-

■ titoceutical service, which he claime 
^Vould save the province $100

t pr. Weir declared this was tanta-| 
mount to government ownership .

■ «rug stores and forthrightly reject!
ïfpe amendment. .
1 ; Mr. Bakewell, however, stated that! 
**uiless this amendment were accepf ’*

le would vote against the bill u.- 
_Jürd reading. E. E. Winch, Burnaby! 
! aald the same thing a few minute 
I later. - So did R. B. Swailes, Delta.
1 WINCH WITH GOV’T.
I But when the third reading camel 
» Mr. Winch swung with the govei
■ ment. Swailes and Bakewell swuna
I LiterthC and insurgent!

Two other eleventh-hour, amend! 
aenta, on third reading failed. 1

■ 0; W. Strachan, Liberal, Dewdneyj
I proposed to exempt employees oi 
I tamers’ co-operatives from the act! 
I He was voted down, 32 to 11. 1
1 W. Bruhn. Independent, Sal

man Ann, wished to prevent enact
ment of the bill until the fall ees-

He was voted down 1$ to ts.
I With prorogation In the air, mem-i 

I**?? were 1» a merry mood, “ 1 
I acrimony of the r- —
I of debate-------- J

thaTthe division beffsuSSenly^
out of order and Mr. Speaker i 
down on a useless button on 
separate divisions, with all memb 
intact in their seats—all save twoj 
L. A. Hanna, Liberal, Comox,
Byron Johnson, Liberal, Victoria, 1 
of whom walked out of the House i 
few seconds before the health blll| 
came in for third reading and i 
out during its passage.
PHYSICIANS’ PENALTIES 

The start of the afternoon i 
saw Dr. Weir accepting an amend-! 
ment from Dr. Sutherland, providing! 
that the health Insurance commission! 
will not penalize physicians unless! 
they fall to provide services demand-1 
ed by the act or otherwise wilfully | 
evade its provisions.

The act provides for a technical ] 
advisory council to be appointed | 
and suggests the possibility of re
muneration for these. E. E. Winch, 
Burnaby, moved to strike ont this I 
possibility of payment, but his | 
amendment was snowed under.
When the question of*the staff ne-( 

cessary to operate the act came up for! 
consideration, Hugh Savage asked! 
how much the government fancied! 
the administration of the scheme! 
would cost. Dr. Weir replied certain-F 
ly not more than 10 per cent, probably | 
eight per cent.

S. S. McKeen, Liberal, Point Grey,! 
succeeded in an amendment to. re-r 
duce penalties against employers who!

riginally the act specified a maxi-] 
mm penalty of $500 for every i 

jthe employer neglects to make re-4 
turns. McKeen’s amendment limit* * 
the total penalty to $500.

|NO POSTPONEMENT
R. W. Bruhn then brought up : 

[famous amendment to postpone t 
I the fall session the enactment of i
Thill.

"This,” he said, “will allow mem- 1 
bers to go back to their constitn- ] 
encles and find out the feeling of | 

j their people.
Mr. Sloan thought the 

(tended to interfere with the prero
gatives of the Crown. If the toil 
passed this session the lieutenant- 
[governor would assent to it.

And if, between now and the 
[session the members took the que*

|tion to the country, the Issue Would 
i tantamount to that raised by ttieL 
nitoba referendum case, when the! 

‘ \ ruled that a referendum taken! 
[after assent had been given was inter-( 
berence with royal prerogative.
J After running through the bill dur-| 
Sing most of the afternoon session, the ( 
(house came back at last to two im-| 
(portant sections which had been laid| 
(over.
(PRIVATE SCHEMES

One was the section dealing wlth( 
| private schemes. Gordon Wismer. | 
(Liberal, Vancouver Cèntre, had tried| 
(hard to give private schemes Until! 
(Sept. 1 to come in, but the govern-| 
| ment had defeated the act.

Now Dr. Weir proposed that em-l 
(ployees belonging to any privât*!

tcheme giving benefits similar to tjiioj 
(proposed in the act could hâve thel 
(option of coming under the act, rather | 
| than take a ballot to decide whether! 
(they should stay out, as originally( 
(provided.

Then, E. E. Winch made an attcn.pt ( 
jo raise the wage limit for those oone-1 

(fiting under the act from $18C*‘ 
(to $2400.

Mr. Pattullo moved his amend-J 
■ment out of order—It constituted i 
I impost on the citizenry, he said, and( 
| the introduction of an impost was be-( 
(yond the competence of a privatef 
(member.
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PROROGUES
68 BILLS PASSED 

IN SESSION
By JAMES DYER

VICTORIA. April 1.—The third ses-j 
sion of the eighteenth Legislature ofl 
British Columbia came to an end this! 
morning in a white shower of paper—I 
bills, orders of the day, votes and pro-1 
Ceedings—any paper the august mem-l 
bers, letting themselves go after 2Sl 
days of deliberation on the problems! 
and perplexities .of government, couldl 
lay their hands on.

From the Speaker’s dais, His I 
Honor gave the royal assent to 57 I 
bills passed by the legislators dur- I 

. big those 25 days.
With the 12 bills to which His Hon- I 

or gave assent earlier in the session.] 
the total number of bills passed is 69.1 
ADDRESS OF LOYALTY

He received from the Speaker, on] 
behalf of the members, two addresses] 
of loyalty and condolence, directed to] 
Their Majesties the King and Queen

It was the fiSt time in history I 
ire of British Co- I 
lumbia had tendered such addreses. | 

As it rushed through the order | 
paper Tuesday night, R. II. Pooley’s ] 
resolution, urging the House to go ] 
on record as “unalterably opposed” 
to the granting of the Oriental 
franchise was ruled out of order. On 
division the speaker was sustained 
31 to 10.
On a resolution by Robert Wilkin

son, Point Grey, the House went on 
record favoring the fixing of the age
limit of veterans entitled to recogni
tion under the War Veterans' Allow
ance Act at 50 years and upwards.

Unanimous approval was given a
resolution of
urging the Canadian and U. S. gov- i 
ernmcnts to make a joint effort to- I 
ward construction of the B. C.- I 
Alaska highway.
Premier Pattullo undertook to have] 

a picture of the King placed In the 
House after the Speaker ruled out of] 
jorder a motion by Hugh Savage, Cow-1 
jlchan, to secure a picture painted by] 
|a Canadian artist.
[new marketing act
I Wide powers of price-fixing on] 
[natural products«______  and of licensing]
producers and dealers in these com-] 
nodities, to be used if the Dominion] 
Marketing Act is declared ultra vires] 
ay the Supreme Court, were sought] 
ay Hon. K. C. MacDonald, Minister] 
af Agriculture, in a bill he intro- 
iuced.

The measure Is an attempt to 
preserve existing marketing schemes 
in case the Supreme Court rules 
against the Dominion Act.

SUBJECT TO PROCLAMATION | 
The new powers will not become 

law on passage of the bill, but will be 
subject to proclamation by the gov
ernment. Thus if the present Mar
keting Act is upheld, it will not be 
Necessary to invoke them.

The new legislation, which came 
I down as an amendment to the Pro
vincial Marketing Act, would give 
the government authority to allow 
the Provincial Marketing Board full 
powers on marketing of products, to 
require licenses to be taken out by 
"any or all persons engaged in the 
production, processing or marketing 

| of the regular products” to collect 
| license fee, or to cancel licenses for 
| violation of board orders.
I It would also have power to fti
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I gasoline pumps and service stations^ 
i but not to sell gas.

EXTEND MORATORIUM
Attorney-General Sloan explainedl 

lia measure to extend the operation! 
|of the British Columbia moratorium 
flaw until next session, with little! 
^change. One variation is being made 
yin the law, by insertion of a claused 
jwhich will protect mortgagees, in: 
«possession of valid claims tempor
al aril y set aside by the courts, from 
g being outlawed by the Statute of 
|Limitations. Otherwise the mora- 
gtorlum measure remains unchanged.

A bill to /imend the Chiropody 
■Act received their reading, after 
[«amendments which eliminate sug- 
Igested provision to entitle chirop- 
Bodists to the title of "doctor.1 
iAmendments to Chiropractors Act 
'Iwere stood over, without explana
tion of their purport.

The barbers bill, which contains 
i title and not much else, was com

pleted in committee. It will require . 
Ibarber schools to display signs stat- 
|ing they are barber schools.

MAY SERVE
The House accepted a C.C.F. 

((amendment to the Vancouver In
corporation Act, under which men 
onvicted of indictable crimes and 

^either pardoned or else five years 
Sjout of prison may stand for office 
g|on the aldermanic board.

Premier Pattullo rose to a point 
■of privilege, to criticize an editorial 
jin a Vancouver afternoon paper of 

|une Southam press. The editorial, 
jjhe said, had bvack?led Premier 
BAberhart, of Aibeiva. and himself 
Bin uncompl nv-itar;1 : fences deal

ing with matters o; future policy, 
jh or himself, he would say that ques- 

tions of provincial autonomy had 
I not been settled at Ottawa and that 

conclusion had been reached 
g either federally or provincially. The 
| House recessed at 12:40 p.m. until 
t, 2:30 p.m.

GOV’T IS REVERSED 
BEFORE PASSAGE OF 

WEIR HEALTH BE
Dr. W. H. Sutherland Forces Amendment to Clause 

Affecting Remuneration of Physicians Over 
Objections of Ministry—Seven Liberals 

Vote Adversely on Third Reading

WILD scenes were enacted in the Legislature last evening 
as the $3,500,000 Weir Insurance Bill went through 
third reading by a division of 29 to 14, with seven 

Liberals and two C.C.F. members voting against the Govern
ment on the measure.

A few minutes before, the Government was defeated in the 
open House on a division of 25 to 18, when the Legislature 
agreed with Dr. W. H. Sutherland to amend the payment clause 
affecting physicians to strike out a maximum remuneration of 
$5.50 yearly per insured person.

Calls for the resignation of the! nttle changed. After a total of four- 
Ministry came from R. W. Bruhn- teen hours in committee, the bill 
and Independents in the House, but' was reported complete, with amend- 
went unanswered. ments.

Pour divisions came on the Weir' The bill is to come into effect by 
bill in its closing moments between, proclamation when the Government 
report stage and third reading. The sees fit, wjth the official explanation 
House divided, 30 to 13, against a j that this may be in six months* 
Bruhn amendment, which would. time. An allowance of 10 per cent is 
have stayed the bill until next ses-v ,macje for administration, with the 
sion. A division of 32-11 followed toj official explanation that this “may 
turn back a move by D. W. Strachan■ pe g pgr cent or considerably less 
to exempt co-operative farmers from than 8 per cent." 
paying under the act. ADMINISTRATION

The division on third reading was 
as follows:

VOTE ON THIRD READING

Mining Report—The mining oom- 
Jmittee of the Legislature reported 
| yesterday, urging more Government 
i| aid to the mining industry by min- 
Rj ing trails, prospectors’ transporta- 
I tion, and in other ways. The 
I committee urged retention of the 
| Securities Act, and origination of a 
S committee to advise the department 
Son mining affairs. Portable mills 
g for Interior mining, smelter aid for 
Ismail mines displaced from present 
B facilities and other points were 
Surged. The report was presented by 
pD. McPherson, chairman.

tet'- vJi

•’V'l.;,

For the Weir bill at third reading:
| Messrs. Weir, Sloan, Pattullo, Hart,
! K. O. MacDonald, Gray, Pearson, P.
• M. MacPherson, Wilkinson, Putnam, 
j Whittaker, Carson, Tupper, (Mrs.) | 
■! Smith, Leary, D. McPherson, Harris,
5 Bums, Uphill, Price, Connell, H. E. j 
It Winch (Mrs.) Steeves, E. E. Winch, 

MacKay, Kenney, A. McDonald, As- 
selstine and King—29.

Against the Weir bill at third j 
reading: Messrs. McKeen, Barrow,

■ Sutherland, Gillis, Wismer, Murray, 
Strachan, Anscomb, Bruhn, Pooley, I 
I Planta, Savage, Bakewell a n d i 

I Swailes—14.
Messrs. Hanna and Johnson were ! 

fj not in their seats for any of the four j 
I divisions.

VOTE ON AMENDMENTS 
On the Sutherland amendment, j 

P which actually defeated the Gov-1 
r.; eminent measure in the open House | 
: In respect to medical payment pro- j 
I visions, the House divided as follows:

Por the Sutherland amendment: ! 
BMessrs. McKeen, Tupper, Suther- 
ïïiEar Barrow, Gillis, McPherson,
I (Mrs.) Steeves, H. E. Winch, Con- p 
jjnell, Price, Uphill, Pooley, Bruhn,
|Anscomb, Wismer, Burns, King, As- 
iselstine, Murray, Strachan, Planta,
| Savage, Bakewell, Swailes and E. E. j 
I Winch—25.

Against Sutherland amendment—| 
■Messrs. MacDonald, Gray, Pearson, | 
■MacPherson, Wilkinson, Putnam, i 
■Whittaker, Carson, Weir, Sloan, Pat- j 
Itullo, Hart, (Mrs.) Smith, Leary, j 
(Harris, McDonald, Kenney and Mac- 
| Kay—18.

In its final form, as amended byj 
|Dr. Sutherland, the Weir bill passed J 
las a proclamation measure, to come | 
(into effect when the Government so f 
I proclaims.

THREATEN REVOLT 
Staving off a three-man revolt by jj 

■the Socialist Opposition, which} 
j threatened to break with the Gov- 
I eminent and oppose the measure, j 
jj Government forces piloted 
bill through its

The scheme is to be administered [j 
by a Health Insurance Commission,, 
with a seven-year chairman receiv-y
ing between $5,000 and $7,500 per 
|annum: a vice-chairman receiving 
up to $6,000 per annum, and two or j 
three other member receiving up to | 
$2,500 per annum for part time]

; services.
In addition there is to be a technl- j 

| cal advisory council of up to six per-1 
sons, serving for five years and eli- j 
gible for reappointment for another 
[five years. This council will receive | 
traveling and out-of-pocket 
[penses, and whatever remuneration} 
[that may be decided upon by order- 
i in-council, with the official explana
tion that they will not be paid other | 
[than out-of-pocket expenses.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
The commission is to appoint a| 

[director of medical services, fix his| 
[salary, and determine his duties, 
without limits in the bill to either! 
[salary or duties. The commission is I 
to be the policy-formulating body,! 
with powers superior to that of the] 
Workmen’s Compensation Board.

Steadily and persistently the Gov-1 
emment declined to give any Infor- f 
mation as to who was to be ap
pointed to the commission or board. I 
Regulations of the commission, cov-.g 
[eying 275.000 persons, âre to be pub-f 
Lshed in the British Columbia Ga
zette with the effect of law, and re-j 

to the next session of the j 
after their promulgation.] 

TO ENGAGE STAFF 
The commission is to have powers ] 
[ual to those of the Supreme j 

iourt for the examination of wit- 
iesses under oath, and for com-j 
illing production of books and 
mments, as desired. Under Sec-1 

;ion 28, sub-section 2, the commis-S 
|sion is to appoint and employ! 

rsiclans, officers, employees and] 
stants to whatever extent Is 
ied necessary, and to fix their] 

luneration.
Employers are to be required to]

* of the names and ad-] 
employees, and the

them, and must furnish swoi 
aylists to the commission on re-| 
uest. The commission Is to have! 

exclusive jurisdiction over matters! 
ithln the act, without right of ap-| 

al. Penalties for breaches of the! 
[law may be evoked on summary con-| 
detion proceedings in police courts.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION 
The insured must submit to a 

nedical examination when re
quested, on pain of being cut off from I 

[[insurance benefits if refusing. In-1 
ed persons will not receive two I 

Ibenefits, and if covered by the I 
Workmen’s Compensation Act will! 

treated only under one of the two! 
[acts; their contributions, however, | 

g will continue under both acts.
The commission is empowered to I 

■[reimburse its funds from those re-1 
'iceiving equivalent compensation! 
otherwise than under the health! 
ischeme, and may sue as a corpora-1 
| tion on its claims.

A penalty clause providing for! 
Iflnes between $10 and $500 per day,! 
under which at maximum penalties! 
$3,500 could have been imposed as a I 
Iflne for a week's default, was! 
amended In committee, on the mo-1 

jtlon of S. S. McKeen. The "daily”r 
-feature was taken out of the pen-1 
jalty, amended to read minimum! 
[fines of $10 and maximum of $500. 

HIGH SALARIES 
Discussion followed the course of! 

all other discussions on the bill since! 
lit entered committee stages last! 
week. Insistent objection was taken | 
to the granting of a permissive sal
ary of $7,500 for the unnamed I 
(chairman of the commission. This,! 
it was pointed out, was $1,500 more| 

I than that received by Cabinet Min- 
visters, and equivalent to the top! 
jsalary paid in the whole provincial! 
service. The Government declined I 

|to change the bill. The C.C.F. sup-| 
' ported this stand.

The seven-year contract for the I 
^chairman was also contested, but! 
the provision remained in the bill I 

^unchanged, the Government and| 
|C.C .F. voting to keep it so.

A mandatory salary of $3,500 fori 
lithe vice-chairman of the policy | 
Jboard, on top of a membership al
lowance of up to $2,500 was changed [ 
by the Government to provide for a I 
salary not exceeding that figure, or I 

8,000.
The technical advisory council is I 
include the provincial health offl-1 

ijeer, the chairman of the Workmen s 1 
|Compensation Board or his noml-| 

iee, one physician, and a represen-1 
jtative of women’s organizations.

MAY COST $350,000 
Speaking of the total costs of ad- 

ninistration, some $25,000 of which f] 
included in provisions for ruling | 

ad advisory bodies and a medical! 
rector, exclusive of physicians and H 

staff to operate the scheme, Dr.[ 
|Weir said that not more than 10 per ] 

ent would be allowed.
If the scheme collects $3,500,000 as| 

aced, administration could beg 
350,000.
The Provincial Secretary, however, g 

vas confident that the administra
tive cost would not be 10 per cent.! 
It might be 8, he suggested at one!

oint. It might be considerably less! 
than 8 per cent, he said finally, and I 

1th that the House had to be con-1 
at.

LOCAL COMMITTEES 
Continuing with the bill, the I 

learned it is proposed to set! 
local committees to assist and! 

Ivise in the operation of the j 
ae. Efforts are to be made to I 

bring Dominion employees under | 
lie plan, if Ottawa will agree.
The O.Ç.F. threatened to revolt | 

the bill after the Govern- 
aent had rejected an amendment! 

Ernest Bakewell suggesting the! 
don set up & provincial! 

aaceutical service and formu-| 
Messrs. Bakewell, E. Winch! 

Swailes hinted broadly that! 
ey might vote against third çead-| 

the measure.
• Pattullo replied that the!

he Bakewell
__down, In turn. Si

__. bill went through :
|utes, a record for the bil 

»en hours in committC' 
The bill hung fire ag 

[reimbursement clause, t 
[that if a man is aided 
■mission with benefits 
[sured person, but later 
[an accident policy or 
[courts, he is to repay 
[sion for its advances. 
[Mr. Pooley, made accide 
[worthless, and might 

grave misuse under the 
Nobody he had met 

health bill, Mr. Pooley 
JEverybody he saw. fav 
[weir replied. Dr. Suthe 
[to strike out the re: 
[clause, but his amer 
(voted down.

PENALTIES
Three more sections 
i. McKeen succeeded 

he penalty clause dowr 
num fine of $500, as re 
lenalties, it was suggest 

general breaches of thi 
|by the insured, physicii 
|ers or others.

Dr. Sutherland—Does 
■that If a man refuses tx 
(examined, he will be fli 

Dr. Weir—It is a que 
Jterpretation. It will 
■courts to decide.

Dr. Sutherland—We 1 
Ilot about Russia, but I 
■but what we would be i 
I in Russia if this kind of 
|up. It looks like une 

he medical men will be 
|and soul by the commis 

Herbert Anscomb m 
flown the maximum per 

|but was voted down. ,
DELAY URG

Passing the proclaim 
■Section 45 In the bill 
■launched Into another d 
■whole measure. R. W. 
■the Government to lea: 
lure over until next ses. 
■the public would have 
Itunity to reveal Its v 
■matter.

Mr. Pooley concurred 
|no sense in proceeding 
■definite measure whic 
■definite burdens for the 
I and not much else, he 

Dr. Sutherland refe 
[bitter antagonism show 

• by many diverse ele 
public. The Legislatu 
nitted, had no mandat 

the face of such 
ganda had bee 

nch the scheme, and 
f the public funds, he 

PROPAGANI 
Dr. J. J. Gillis said 

not the measure disci 
he hearings commits 
ublic had had no op 

(learn its contents. M< 
i retire upon had beer 

propaganda in fa 
neasure, he contended, 

lly going to be a Pal: 
nent would be 

► delay action until thi 
British Columbia ha 

1,936 years withoul 
and would not 

alting a few more i 
mb declared, sup 

n’s motion that tt 
clause be struck 
s bill tabled until 

- amendment was vo 
i show of hands.

The C.C J1. urged the 
proclaim the bill no 

r 1,1937. This, tc 
, and the decision 

neasure is to becon:
ictly with the Gove 

he sponsor of the bill 
The committee retun 

up sections of t: 
sly stood over. Thi 

under the 
to provide f< 

y, unie
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I voted down, in turn, dix sections of 

bill went through In two min- 
reoord for the bill in Its four- 

in hours in committee.
The bill hung fire again over the 

[reimbursement clause, to the effect 
that if a man is aided by the com- 
Imission with benefits as an in
sured person, but later collects on 

i accident policy or through the 
►urts, he is to repay the commis- 
on for its advances. This, said 

[Mr. Pooley, made accident insurance 
worthless, and might be open to 

ive misuse under the bill.
Nobody he had met wanted the 

lealth bill, Mr. Pooley said flatly, 
iverybody he saw. favored it, Dr. 

[Weir replied. Dr. Sutherland moved 
to strike out the reimbursement 
[clause, but his amendment was 

oted down.
PENALTIES

Three more sections passed, and 
McKeen succeeded in cutting 

ie penalty clause down to a maxi- 
lum fine of $500, as reported. The 
inalties, it was suggested, were for 

[eneral breaches of the act, either 
y the insured, physicians, employ
es or others.

Dr. Sutherland—Does this mean 
lat if a man refuses to go and get 

ixamined, he will be fined $500?
Dr. Weir—It is a question of in

terpretation. It will be for the 
(courts to decide.

Dr. Sutherland—We have heard a 
lot about Russia, but I don’t know 
[but what we would be all better off 
[in Russia if this kind of thing keeps 

It looks like under this act 
ie medical men will be owned body 
id soul by the commission.
Herbert Anscomb moved to cut 

lown the maximum penalty to $100, 
was voted down. ,

DELAY URGED
Passing the proclamation clause, 

Section 45 in the bill, the House 
launched into another debate on the 
whole measure. R. W. Bruhn urged 
[the Government to leave the meas
ure over until next session, so that 
[the public would have some oppor
tunity to reveal its wish on the 
Imatter.

Mr. Pooley concurred. There was 
[no sense in proceeding with an in
definite measure which contained 
lefinite burdens for the poorly paid 
id not much else, he said.
Dr. Sutherland referred to the 

fitter antagonism shown the meas- 
by many diverse elements of the 

•ublic. The Legislature, he sub- 
litted, had no mandate to proceed 

the face of such resistance.
anda had been used to 

ich the scheme, and paid for out 
: the public funds, he asserted. 

PROPAGANDA
Dr. J. J. Gillis said the bill was 

lot the measure discussed before 
hearings committee, and the 

iblic had had no opportunity to 
m its contents. Money enough 
retire upon had been squandered 

propaganda in favor of the 
leasure, he contended. If there was 

ly going to be a Pall session, the 
remment would be well advised 

delay action until then.
British Columbia had got along 

1,938 years without health in- 
and would not be hurt 

iting a few more months, Mr. 
ib declared, supporting Mr. 

’s motion that the proclama- 
clause be struck out and the 

bill tabled until next session, 
amendment was voted down on 

show of hands.
The C.C.F. urged the Government 

1 Proclaim the bill not later than 
January l, 1937. This, too, was voted 
lown, and the decision of when the 
leasure is to become law left 
^rectly with the Government and 
he sponsor of the bill.
The committee returned to mop- 

sections of the bill pre
stood over. The liability of

----- under the scheme was:
3* .t'° Provide for a thirty-!

notice Is]

A Government amendment to the 
►rivate medical service clause was
eceived and entered in the bill. ____________________ #vvct#|

allows six months for corpora- by the "atovemmmt,“and"carrieir 
lions and other organizations to; ; 
istablish medical service schemes of i 

[Ulvalent benefits to the Provincial 
►lan, with leave to employees to still 
rote their way into the Government

Sutherland move 
include traveling expenses for phy
sicians where legitimately applic
able. This amendment was accept!

icheme at the expiry of that time.
commission, meanwhile, has 

liscretlonary powers to bring groups 
inder the act, failing adequate 

[medical services outside of it.
A last-minute effort by the C.C.F.j 

[to boost the wage cheque tax to] 
[apply on incomes of $2,400 was de
feated. D. W. Strachan moved toL 
exempt Fraser Valley farmers from|‘
payment of health benefits for tto__

| distributing employees in Vanfcou- 
ver, and that, too, was voted dowii.

E. E. Winch moved to include 
chiropractors as practising physi
cians under the act, but was tpld 
that the chiropractors as an as^o-| 
elation had • requested they be Iff11 
out, unless the whole plan went to i ;

plebiscite. The Winch ameni- [ 
ment was defeated at the request 6f j] 
the Government.

Changed in minor particulars, but 
£ substantially the same in respect t*i 

the set-up of controlling boards and] : 
taxation, the $3,500,000 measure was! 
reported complete as amended at| 
5:35 pm.

PHYSICIANS, $1,375,000 j 
At the morning sitting, five sec-! 

tions of the Weir bill were, con-! 
sidered in two hours, two of these: 
being amended and another stood, 
over. With the support of the 
Socialist Opposition, the Govern-,

-, ment proceeded with the measure.
It was brought out in discussion - 

that the Government expects the : , 
commission to set $1,375,000 aside,

the payroll and wage-cheque * I 
is to cover fees to physicians, ; 

it the rate of between $4.50 and.
.50 per annum per insured.

INSURED, 275,000 
The number of employees to be 

at the start of the scheme, 
hen the act is proclaimed in six] 

iths* time, is expected to be 110,- 
and their dependents are esti

mated at 165,000 persons in addi- 
or a total of 275,000 to be in- 

The ratio of dependents to] 
ige earners was placed at 1.5 to l,j 
an average family unit of 2.5 per- 
as.
Persons included in the scheme! 

y may receive benefits four week 
dafter the payroll and wage-cheque]
I] deductions commence. Under 
H Government amendment introduci 
land passed in the morning, the de-g 

fj pendents and the insured may 
■ covered during continued sicknes 
ilof the wage earner long after 
j] contributions to the fund have!
! ceased. This will be left to the] 
d discretion of the commission, 
^implement by regulation.

POWERS FOR COMMISSION 
Voluntary insured persons will *

I deemed eligible for insurance bene-1 
3 fits at the discretion of the commis-p 

sion, subject to review by th 
| Lieutenant - Governor - in-council 
HThe insured will have the right 
R select their own physician 
| pharmacist, subject to the discretion!
| of the commission.

Physicians are to be paid either] 
ion a per capita or fee system, witl"
|traveling expenses permissible; but!
| there is no exact arrangement yet] 
gas to what they will be paid.

Clauses dealing with the re-|
I numeration of physicians and pen-g 
Salty sections in the bill were stc 
S over at the morning period. A tw 
ihour discussion was devoted 
I amendments, the Socialist Opposi-j 
ition supporting the Government! 
gnearly on all tests.

MANY AMENDMENTS 
Hon. Dr. O. M. Weir moved to in-]

I elude dependents among those 
■eligible for benefits while the wa 

! was ill, and this i

H. E. Winch moved to strike oui 
arrangement to pay physicians 
a per capita system. This was vi

R. W. Bruhn wanted the who! 
question of remuneration of phy
sicians left open for the insertioi 
of a definite schedule of fees ii 
agreement between the commissi! 
land the College of Physicians an< 
Surgeons, in place of the indéfini! 
clauses in the bill. He moved that 
this be done. The Government re 
fused to accept the amendment, 
which was voted down with the ai< 
of the C.C.F.

“Madam Chairman,” Mrs. R. P.| 
Steeves, took the chair in commit- 
tee on the private bill for "naturo- ji 
pathic physicians,” the first vomanij 
to take the chair in the British Co- 
lumbia Assembly. Mrs. Steeves put Mj 
the bill with twenty odd clauses Lj 
through its paces in short order, | 
while members thumped their desks| 
with vigor. The measure is com-1 
plete in committee, but not yet| 

■■g passed.
I.

•t
-

Ernest Bakewell moved to strike. 
mt the provision fo.* maximum re- iout the provision fo:* maximum 
muneration for physicians at $5.5Cy|< 
per year per insured, saying this wi 
for psychological reasons. Thi 
amendment was rejected. Other^-- 
moved to strike out the minimi 
provision, at $4.50 a year per in
sured, and this was rejecl 
similarly. Section 22, being the re 

r J muneration clause, carried.
PENAL CLAUSES 

The penalty clause, under whii 
the commission could suspend 
loctor from the practice of his pi 

JJfession for life in British Columbi 
unless he agreed to carry out all 
services asked of him, drew fire 
was stood over.

Dr. Weir explained that it 
desired by the Government that tin 
commission be given power of con
trol over the medical profession. Hi 
assured the House that this author
ity would not be abused, nor put 
any unreasonable use. Efforts 
change the penalty clause as ii 
stood, however, were objected to b: 
the Government.

It was announced the Govern
ment may make the penalties f< 
non-compliance with the orders 
the commission subject to approvi 
by order-in-council The 
:was stood over, meanwhile, 
j After two hours on the bill, am 

. the approval of four sections, thi 
! I House recessed at 12 :28 p.m.* uni 

2:30 p.m. ___
HM

The Weir Health Insurance Bill]: 
was completed yesterday afternoon U 
in committee, after fourteen hours U 

clause-by-clause review. The 1 
ir.eaure stands substantially un
changed. with 2 per cent wage F 
cheque taxes and 1 per cent payroll | 
taxes on insured groups in respect | 
of incomes of $1,800 and less. The].: 
exemptions are not yet clearly de-| 
fined.

The Legislature put the balance! 
of its laws through third reading! 
during the day, at various times ati 
each of three consecutive periods, jj 
Amendments to the Constitution^ 
Act to double the mileage allow-h 
ance of members went three stagesyj 
at one sitting, as did drastic amend- 
ments to the Natural Products! 
Marketing Act, which include) 
price-fixing.

Committee reports included rail-;[| 
ways, printing and agriculture, 
report of the printing committe 
suggested more use of the King’s 
Printery to publish textbooks. Theg 
agricultural committee urged lowerf 

_ taxes on farmers, and receipt by] 
l the Crown gf installment tax i 
ments. The railway committee ad-B 
vised completion of the Pacifier 
Great Eastern Railway by highway i| 

*from Squamish to Whytecllfle.K 
; | ' twenty-seven miles, at a suggested [- 

foost of $750,000.

The disputed amendments to theg 
Mineral Survey and Development! 

clause l j Act were read a third time, afteri": 
-Ithe Government has amended the! 
i. bill in minor particulars to provide! 
If or one set of reports to be filed Kj 
'[with the provincial mineralogist on u 
all mining promotions. The penalty | 
clause was amended.

Echoes From 
. The Gallery

British Columbia’s Eighteenth i 
Legislature will be released from t 
the labors of its third session at|j 
11:30 am. today. The House will j; 
be prorogued by His Honor the i 
Lieutenant-Governor, with the offi
cial expectation of meeting again] 
in the Fall.

Passage of the Weir Health In- |; 
suranoe Bill on * final division of f 
twenty-nine to fourteen was the, 
major business done yesterday, if y 
not also in the whole session. The :: 
bill was under amendment right up | 
to the last moment, and will be re- g 
printed before" royal assent is given j 
today, April 1.

Sitting until 11 o’clock last eve-j 
Ining. the House swept the order f 
I paper of motions and adjourned 
I business, with minor exceptions. It j 
Iagreed that Canada and the United!] 
I states should co-operate on inves- ]: 
I tigation of the Alaska-Yukon high- j 
I way; on greater consideration for h 
I war veterans over fifty years of age,. 
I and on many other issues.

Premier Pattullo said the Gov- jj 
I emment would take unde : s. mpa-1 
Ithetlc consideration the request of] 
I Hugh Savage that an : riate]
loll painting of His Majesty, King] 
I Edward VIII, be secured for the] 
I Legislative Assembly.

R. H. Pooley, K.C., put his m«
for

Bills for nSturapaths and chiro-| 
[praetors received approval, the for-p 
]mer to regulate that calling, and the |
! latter to make minor changes in the \ 
; existing chiropractic law. The; 
'House went into the final period of |i 

^the day with its order paper virtu-1 
cleaned.—S. G.

Lieut.-Governor 
Will Prorogue 

B.C. Legislature

PROROGATION will come 
for the third session of the 
Eighteenth British Columbia 

Legislature at 11:30 am. to
day, .following completion of 
main items on the order paper 
last evening. The House will 
sit at 11 a.m., and will be pro
rogued by Hon. J. W. Fordham 
Johnson half an hour later, 
Premier Pattullo announced 
last evening. The Premier will 
leave for Ottawa towards the 
end of this week.
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Little S PA Passed 
For Agriculture in 

Marketing Measur
Bill, With Price-Fixing Attributes, Subject;irprise

Only to Proclamation, Rushed Through Leg' 
islature in Closing Hours of Session

Six Weeks’ Sessioi
In Traditional i 

Health Bill as 
votion and LMINISTERIALLY explained as a measure to salvage 

British Columbia market control schemes if the Federal 
marketing law is held invalid, amendments to the Na

tural Products Marketing (B.C.) Act, introduced on Monday 
in the Legislature, were disclosed yesterday as a little “SPA” 
for agriculture, complete with price-fixing and arbitrary 
measures of control over regulated products. The major sec
tions in the bill are to be made law by proclamation.- tmet-rr. ... — ;_ L~~rrrr:—t—r1

AFTER six weeks 
session of the Ei 
bia was prorogue 

Fordham Johnson, Lie 
jthe Assembly for gran]"Some"powers "ôutilned infhe"bill, 1 

?hich was rushed through second 
eading, committee and third read- j 
ig stages at a single sitting yes- 
erday morning, dre as follows:

LITTLE S.P.A.
Said Chapter 38 is

and regulations as are deemed by ; 
the board necessary or ad Liable to '■ 
(regulate effectively the marketing * 
flof the regulated product, and to p 
jamend or revoke the same.”

JAIL AND FINES
) Ap. vt from the price -fixing I 
\ clauses, which, with the whole of ? 
Section 5, are to become law by ^

of $24,851,769, referred 
standing measure of th 
House would inure to 
ciously assented in the 
.Illuminated addresses, b 

engraved on pigskin and 
the seal of the Province, w< 
in His Honor’s hands for f< 
through state channels to 
Household. Signed by Mr 
the Hon. H. G. Perry, tl 
contained the texts of rest 
condolence and loyalty i 
the Legislature in connec 
the death of King George 
accession of King Edward 

NATIONAL ANTH 
The last act of the I 

was the singing of the Nal 
them, the familiar wore 
hymn that binds one-thi 
globe in united loyalty am 
to the Throne.

Convening at 11 a.m., 
gave third reading to “Ai 
specting Naturopathic PI 
but left amendments to tl 
Act to die on the order p 
lated answers to final 
were given, and the Hot 
ease pending the arrivt 
Honor, attended by his 
private secretary.

RELIEF SINGER 
In a minute’s recess, 

pressible member for F 
gested audibly that Ap 
a most appropriate day foi 
of fifty-seven varieties 
Laughter and banter ro 
across the floor of the 
Chamber. Concluding 
were duly observed, and 
battle of sessional pa;*3rs 
visible demonstration o: 
from weeks of incessa 
waged merrily.

“Prorogue, 
was voiced,

Section 5. 
unended by Inserting therein thej 
following as Section 4a:

“4a Without limiting th-* gener-l 
ility of any of the other provisions^ 
Vt this act, the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor-in-Council may vest in any pro-! 
vincial board any or all of the fol-1 
lowing additional powers:

“(a) To regulate the time and' 
place at which and to designate thep 
Agency through which any régula tedi

I
cutions over origination of the £ 
product marketed is placed on the 
accused in defiance of standard I 
principles of British Jurisprudence. | 
[a Hon. K. C. MacDonald, pi' ing I 
the bill through all stages, explained 3 

I merely that the measure was one ■> 
f to salvage British Columbia market- u 
I ing schemes in the event of the X 
S Federal law going down on test "n « 
I the courts. No mention was made S 
I of price fixing, or the extremely I 
wide powers in the measure that | 
Swassed the House without tifocus- 
■Aon. save for support from E. D. 
i^arrow, Chilliwack.

Legislative Test 
On Oriental Vote 

Splits Opposition
[House Cleans Order Paper at Evening Session of

Assorted Motions, With Division on Votes for 
Orientals Following Ruling by the Chair

RH. POOLEY, K.C., veteran Conservative member for 
Esquimalt, put the Legislature on record last evening on 
• the question of votes for Orientals. Mr. Pooley moved 

‘that this House views with alarm any suggestion of extending 
he franchise to Orientals, and desires to go on record as being

that $100|
and the

Johnson, ftnnft
Sutherl
*t th* -

The G.OJP*. divided on the issue.
In quick succession, the House 

carried unanimously a motion by 
Robert Wilkinson to urge the Do
minion to fix the age .limit of vet
erans entitled to recognition under 
the War Veterans’ Allowance Act, 
at fifty years and upwards; and 
passed a motion by George Murray 
to put the House on record as ap
proving of Joint efforts by Canada 
and the United States tor construc
tion of the Alaskan-Yukon-Brltlsh 
Columbia highway. .

out of their seats
divided, 31-11, In support of the 
ruling by the Chair, as follows:

DIVISION CALLED 
Sustaining the Chair — Messrs. 

MacDonald, Gray, Pearson, Mac- 
Pherson, McKeen, Wilkinson, Put
nam, Whittaker, Carson, Tupper, 
Weir, Sloan, Pattullo, Hart, Barrowi 
(Mrs.) Smith, Glllis, Leary, Mc
Pherson, Harris, Bums, Wismer, 
Uphill, Price, Connell, (Mrs.) 
Steeves. Savage, Kenney, McDon
ald, Asselstine and King—31.

Against —Messrs. Pooley, Bruhn, 
Anscomb, H. E. Winch, Bakewell,

i'-v-v
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$.L. Legislature 
Is Prorogued by 

Lieut.-Governor
' i;

Six Weeks’ Session of Eighteenth Assembly Ends 
In Traditional Style, With Supply Bill and 

Health Bill as Outstanding Features—De
votion and Loyalty to Throne Assured -■

By BANDHAM GRAVES

AFTER six weeks of almost continuous debate, the third 
session of the Eighteenth Legislature of British Colum
bia was prorogued at 11:45 a.m. yesterday by Hon. J. W. 

Fordham Johnson, Lieutenant-Governor. His Honor thanked 
the Assembly for granting Supply to His Majesty in the sum 
of $24,851,769, referred to the Health Insurance Bill as the out
standing measure of the session, trusted that the labors of the 
House would inure to the benefit of thp Province and gra- 

Iciously assented in the name of the King to fifty-seven Acts.
1 Addresses. heAllLifullv I’.A,^1 * - ,

' ilK Is S3

mm

L Illuminated addresses, beautifully]
engraved on pigskin and carrying 
the seal of the Province, were placed ' 
in His Honor’s hands for forwarding 
through state channels to the Royal 
Household. Signed by Mr. Speaker*,

INCREASING EXPENDITURES

It is a significant coincidence that almost 
simultaneously with the default of Alberta in 
interest payments on her bonded indebtedness,! y 
British Columbia has passed legislation which] 
opens up a new era of extravagant State expend!-j& 
ture as devised through the medium of the, ‘ 
Health Insurance Act. That such a measure] 
should have been passed by the Legislature at! 
this time illustrates not only a lack of political! v 
vision and financial acumen, but a total dearth! 
of any gleam of statesmanship among thosej - 
chosen for political office in this Province. Oom-wl 
Ipulsory health insurance places a new burden on] 
j industry. It imposes taxation on both employers-- 
and employees. It is a scheme which, through!? '

| bureaucratic control, will cost from 8 to 10 per,
! cent of all moneys collected under it for admin-!; 
istrative purposes. That means that in the créa-]; 
jtion of a new group of bureaucratic workers a]: 
;sum of from $280,000 to $350,000 per annum willj?-. 
jbe expended. Such an ovef^ead cost for anyji 
scheme of the characW extravagant in the[> f

$ mm

In a minute’s recess, the irre-j 
pressible member for Femie sug
gested audibly that April 1 wasi 
a most appropriate day for the mak- 
of fifty-seven varieties of acts. 
Laughter and banter rolled easily 
across the floor of the Assembly] 
Chamber. Concluding formalities 
[were duly observed, and the annual 
j battle of sessional papers, being the 
visible demonstration of a relief 

j from weeks of incessant strain, 
waged merrily.

“Prorogue, 
was voiced,

that $100,000 word,
and the session was

15***! a ‘Stâçœjt#

am

# :S :v

m&t
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IR1ENTALV01 
IECISION FAILS!

(House Rules Pooley’s Motion! 
Out of Order; C.C.F. Split 

on Issue
As the Legislature rushed along] 

[yesterday evening a motion by R. 
[Pooley, K.C., tJnlonlst, Esqulmalt.l 
[urging the House gi -on record asl 
^'unalterably opposed”, to the grant-I 
[lng of franchise to Orientals, was I 
ruled out of order. On division the I 
speaker was sustained in his ruling.) 
[31 to 10.

On a resolution by Robert Wllkln-I 
Ison, Liberal, Vancouver, Point Grey,I 
the House went on record as ini 
favor of fixing the age-limit of) 
veterans entitled to recognition) 
under the War Veterans Allowance) 
[Act, at fifty years or upwards.

A resolution was moved by G. É.H 
[Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, which) 
urged the government to induce the) 
[Consolidated Mining and Smelting® 
Company to operate the Trail| 
Smelter "in the public interest atf 
its fullest capacity.” After Mr.f 
[Winch had made his point he wtth- 

rew the motion at the suggestion 
: the Premier, who said the govem- 

[ment was fully seized of the situa
tion.

[oppose DUMP DUTIES
After a lengthy argument on a] 

[resolution by r. w. Bruhn, inde
pendent, Salmon Arm, urging opposi-. 
tlon W the removal of dump duties 
On fruit and vegetables by the 
Federal Government, it was decided 
[that this matter would be drawn to| 
the attention of the Ottawa authori
ties by the provincial government. In| 
[the course of the debate It was pointed 
[out how seriously the reduction In the 
dump duties affected arlculturlsts of 
the province.

The House approved unanimously 
x resolution of G. M. Murray,. 

[Liberal, Lillooet, urgi-g that the 
Canadian and U.S. governments] 
make a Joint effort toward con
struction of the B.C.-Alaska High
way.

It voted down a resolution of| 
Thomas Uphill, Labor, Pernle, asking 
for an Investigation of the Corbin 
Utrlke riot. j
[king's picture

Hugh Savage. Independent.] 
[Cowlchan-Newcastle, was ruled out] 
of order on a motion to have the] 
House secure a picture of His] 
Majesty King Edward VIII painted] 
[by a Canadian artist. Premier] 
Pattullo undertook to consider get
ting a picture of the new King.

A resolution by Jack Price, C.C.P., 
Vancouver East, asking for an ln-j 
vestigatlon of liquor purchases by 
[the Liquor Control Board was 
[claimed by Premier Pattullo to be 
out of çrder, and Mr. Speaker Perry

Across The
Dr. Weir ends in triumph—but 
the Uylntf hours are spectacular 
-—With excursions and alarms— 
marches and counter-marches— 

and votes galore.
By BRUCE HUTCHISON

iTRIUMPH
■'HIS Eighteenth Legislature is going 

home. The going out was a some- 
vhat spectacular performance. After 

(twenty-five hours and fifty-four min-1 
lutes of argument, the Health lnsur- ^ 
lance bill was finally crowned and j 

onsummated at twenty minutes to! 
en with a series of divisions, marches 

and counter - marches, splits and 
counter-splits which bewildered the 

■beholder. No less than four separate 
(votes were required to make the bill 
"into law, and even though the divi
sion bell—an essential feature of our 
(rules—failed to ring when Mr. Speaker 
vent solemnly through the motion of ( 

■ringing it, health Insurance was never 
|ln danger after surviving the real ; 
crisis of Monday.

Whatever else It may be—and If you 
■want to hear some breath-taking ad- | 
JJectives, talk to the Liberal insurgents 
j—the health insurance bill is a mag- 
jnltcent triumph for Dr. Weir. As a 
matter of practical politics it has split J 
|the Liberal Party, but as a product
I of one man's patience, perseverance | 
land sheer determination, It is ai 
(monument to Its maker. He probably 
(doesn't think it is perfect but it Is j 
(something where anyone but Dr. Weir i 
(might have got nothing; it is a hun- 
(drçd times what seemed possible a 
(year ago; and even If It turns out as ! 
(badly as its enemies allege, It is the 
(most remarkable personal achieve- 
(ment witnessed in this establishment 
jin modern times.
j The government's latter hours in 
labor were much easier than the early 
(stages. After Monday's test, which 
(saved the bill, though only with the 
(support of the C.C.F., the spirit 
■seeped out of the fight against it. 
(From then on, hopeless of killing the 
(scheme, the opposition conscientiously 
(went through the motions of oppos
ing, but not much more. Where hours, 
(had been spent before on one small 
(sentence, large clauses went through 
(without a murmur.
by/NG HOURS
ITTIESK WERE the dying hours orl 
| * the session indeed and, tired by | 
(continual late nights, the House hadl 
(little fight left in It. Only Mr. Pooley. I 
(fresh as the yellow primroses in his j 
(buttonhole, seemed to take any real I 
(pleasure In ragging his old friend, the I 
(premier. What annoyed Mr. Pooley at I 
(the moment was that the government | 
(proposed to pay Its health insurance I 
(administrator up to $7,600 where Mr.) 
(pooley and his colleagues of the Tol- 
(mle government got only $6,000.
] This gave the Premier an opportun
ity to voice a horrid suspicion which I 
■has long been harbored by the pres- I 
lent ministry. Mr. Rooley and his I 
(friends, said the Premier, had de-1 
(liberately cut ministerial salaries Just I 
(before leaving office so that their suc-1 
|cessors could endure this reduction. ) 
(to which Mr. Pooley promptly replied ) 
Jthat the Tolmie government had been ) 
■quite sure that the Pattullo govern- 
(ment would be well paid considering I 
(its ability. Now, said Mr. Pooley, the I 
■public agreed completely with the| 
■prophetic vision of the Tolmie gov- 
lemment.

The Premier got back at his friend I 
|by sending for the ancient records I 
land proving that Mr. Pooley had been I 
■mistaken about certain obscure points I 
lin the history of Tolmie government's I 
■finances, a discovery which did not| 
(cause much excitement.

Confident now that its bill was safe, I
II the government rejected a long series | 
(of amendments from the C.C.F. This!
! started to get under even the socialist V 
[hide. Mr. Bakewell began to think) 
[that the bill, Which the C.CJ. had)

I't worth saving, and the |

I things went on like this, they said, J 
I they might have to vote against the ) 
| whole scheme on final reading.

With complete confldfence, the Pre- 
I mler retorted that he would not be I 
I moved by any threats. The opposition I 
I benches looked more threatening than ( 
1 ever. But this really didn't mean a I 
( thing. When it came to the final ] 
■test in the evening only Mr. Bakewell 
land Mr. Swalles of the socialists voted 
(against the bill and an even dozen 
(Liberals and Independents stood up 
with them against twenty-nine Lib-1 
erals. A great burst of desk thump
ing greeted the passage of the most 
important and certainly the most 
contentious act in modern times |

HIÇHER POLICY
•THE HEALTH bill finished, there!
* was little left to do and not much] 

heart for doing it. For a moment the] 
House paused to consider the hlghei 
policy of the nation when the Pre-| 
mler protested a motion by Mr. Poole; 
declaring against the enfranchisemenl 
of Orientals and designed, of course, 
to put the C.C.F. on 'the spot. Nol 
(that the Premier would object to put
ting the C.CJ*. on the spot, but that I 

considered the Pooley motion likely] 
create friction between nations. Mr. 

Ipeaker Perry thought so, too, and] 
ruled Mr. Pooley out of order, with 
learned references to the parllamen- 

authorltles.
Full of regret at such a painful 

ecessity, Mr. Pooley appealed this 
ruling with a curious result. While 
ill Liberals and Independents would 
tave enjoyed putting the C.C.F. on] 

e spot, the responsibilities of hlgherj 
latlonal policy weighed heavily with 
lem. Only nine members voted with 

Pooley against the Speaker and, 
Inferentially, against' Oriental en
franchisement. But more curious 
itlll, four C.CJP. members voted to 

[declare In order a motion opposing 
luch enfranchisement, which Is one 
if their party's policies. No explan

ation was made, but perhaps they 
anted the motion to be considered 

[so that they could vote against it| 
id stand up, unashamed, in favor 

>f votes for Orientals. That, along 
[with many other things, remains one 
if the unsolved mysteries of the

From then on the remaining fag- 
inds were quickly cleared away and 
iy bedtime nçthing was left but the 

formalities of prorogation—and what- 
er consequences this session is going 

have, if any, in the history of 
lltlcs and the future of the gov 
iment. But at a time like this no 

me thinks about that. The House, 
[its work done, is going home Into 
tho bosom of a grateful and* loving 
[electorate.

Health Scheme

affect its basic principles, and really] 
strengthen It, according to Hon. G.[ 
M Weir, Provincial Secretary, who] 
sponsored the measure.

Those covered compulsorily by thej 
insurance plan will' be all wage-earn-j 
era in B.C. getting up to $1,800 a year, j 
[except agricultural workers, Christian I 

Scientists and those who are already 
in Industrial medical service plana 
that give $ufficient treatment.

In addition, domestic servants, 
casual employees, part-time em
ployees and persons In special indus
tries for whom it is difficult to ad
ministrate may be excluded.

Those insured will have 2 per cent- 
deducted from their wage cheque! 
eaclv week or month, and their em
ployers will pay 1 per cent.

The minimum payment per week 
for contributors Is 35 cents and 
the maximum 70 cents, and for em
ployers 20 cents and 35 cents.

In return for these contributions 
they will receive services of a phy
sician, Including maternity treatment! 
for women, hospital care up to ten 
weeks in a public ward, at least half 
the cost of drugs, and other labora-j 
tory services and diagnostic aids, 
full extent of these tiéneflts will bel 
determined by a Health Insurance] 
Commission consisting of not moi 
than five, members with a full-tl 
chairman, which will administer lhe| 
entire scheme.

Persons contributing will start get-] 
ting benefits for themselves and theli 
dependents four weeks after they] 
start paying Into the plan.

Anyone who stops paying will get] 
benefits for four weeks afterward for 
himself and family and for twelve] 
additional weeks for himself.

This may be widened by the health] 
commission.

Under the plan people have th< 
right to choose their own doctors, 

[system of paying the doctors is left] 
[optional in the act, to be worked out 
with the health commission. It may) 
ie a salary, panel or pool scheme.

'The Health Insurance Act is 
[epoch-making measure in Canadlai 

ilal and economic history,” said Dr. 
|Welr.

'British Columbia Is taking th< 
first forward step In Canada in pi 
;ecting and advancing the health 
terests of the common man, 

easure represents democracy at 11 
The Interests of the commoi 

i an were kept at the forefront. whll< 
[those of the more privileged were nol 
[sacrificed.

'The objective of the Health In
surance Act Is the promotion of the 

imon good and it represents trans-] 
latlon Into statutory enactment 
promises, discussions, planks and] 
ilatforms that had been dangling In] 

[the air for twenty years.
"The struggle to render the ab-[ 

[stract into concrete realization 
[stubbornly fought, but there 
nothing so strong as force of prin-j 
ciple whose hour has struck.

On March 81, 1936, the hour 
lestiny struck for British Columbia.] 

[other provinces will probably follow]

Insurance Bill Gets F i n a l| 
Assent in Strengthened 

Form
As It was finally passed by the 

B.C. Legislature yesterday eve
ning and assented to by Lieuten
ant-Governor J. W. Fordham 
Johnson this morning, British Co
lumbia’s Health Insurance Act 
provides the machinery under 
which some 110,000 wage-earners 
in the province and their depend
ents will receive medical and hos
pital services for which the wage- 
earners and their employers will
pay. -

■ Incite essential features the act! 
1 went through the House similar to I 
■the way It was introduced

Numerous amendments were foi
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(statutes before golngou^o!^filce7| 
; The Premier cited two precedents! 
)where technical officials had received] 
[higher salaries than their cabinet 
[ministers and Mr. Pooley's amend-] 
ment was defeated. Ernest Bakewell, 
C.C.F., Mackenzie, spoke In support ofj 
a substantial salary for the chairman! 
if he were a competent man 
ADMINISTRATION COST 8%

! In reply to a question from R. WJ 
j Bruhn, Dr. Weir said the cost of ad-I 
ministration of the health scheme! 

I would not exceed 10 per cent of the] 
I fund. He expected that finally itj 
i would be worked down to about 8 perl

1 E. E. Winch moved to eliminate al 
, proviso clause which empowered the! 
| government, if necessary, to give re-| 
muneration to the technical advisory! 
board of six persons. Dr. Weir replied! 
that while it was not planned to pay|

tlon of the

Two to One Vote 
For Health Bill 

On Last Reading
to have co-operàtive ' farmers! 
schemes excluded from paying cor»-I 
tributions on their employees. Hel 
was defeated, thirty-two to eleven. I 

The final move from the opponents! 
was an amendment by Dr. W. Hi 
Sutherland, Liberal, Revelstoke, to re-1 
move from the bill a limit of $5.50 onj 
the amount to be set aside for medi-J 
cal services out of each person’s con-1 
tributions. The government opposed! 
this, but met with a reversal by td 
25-18 vote, and the limit was re-J 
moved. Before the vote, Dr. Sut her-| 
land said this would “show who are] 
friends of the medical men."
BILL NOT WEAKENED 

As explained by Dr. Weir, the bill] 
went through third reading in al 
strengthened form to that which it! 
was Introduced in the House, with! 
certain cl"uses widened and nonet 
of the vital parts of it changed. 
PENALTY FOR NON-SERVICE

At the opening of yesterday after-! 
discussion on the bill, Dr.

Measure Establishes First 
Government Health 
Insurance Plan on Con
tinent, Subject to Pro
clamation; Four Divisions 
Are Forced By Opposition 
at Final Stage With Gov
ernment Losing Out on 
One of Them

their services might be re
quired to
remuneration. Mr. Winch's amend
ment was lost.
DRUG SERVICE

Dr. Weir turned down a proposal of 
E. Bakewell to have the commission 
set up a complete drug service to save] 
the beneficiaries something like]AMENDMENTS DO

NOT WEAKEN BILL over to the fall the members would 
be convinced of this. He suggested 
that the ease with which some 
[amendments had been defeated gave 
[him the idea that there seemed to'j 
jbe agreements between some parties : 
|ln the House.
I This move ttf delay the bill was 
[defeated 31 to 7.
| Harold Winch moved in the op
posite direction that the bill should 
[come into effect immediately, not 
leven waiting for government procla-

British Columbia will 
have the first system of 
government - controlled 
health insurance on the 
North American continent.

By a 29 to 14 vote, the 
Legislature yesterday eve
ning concluded twenty-six 
hours of debate on Hon. G.
M. Weir’s bill to put in the 
system, giving it third read
ing, ready for the Lieu
tenant - Governor’s assent 
today.

The measure is subject to procla
mation on the decision of the gov
ernment. According to announce
ments made during the session it. 
will require about six months to get 
preliminary organization work com-

The government withstood one of I 
the most vigorous onslaughts on any 
measure In recent years to put the 
bill through the Legislature. On one 
occasion only the support of the] 
Opposition saved It from defeat.

The final vote taken at 9.40 o'clock 
yesterday evening found the members 
lined as follows:

For final reading: Premier Pattullo,

Weir accepted an amendment from 
Dr. W. H. Sutherland which provided 
that the commission could not pena
lize physicians unless they failed to 
provide services and wilfully violated 
provisions of the act.

Sections empowering the appoint-] 
ment of the health commission, con-] 
slating of the chairman and not more] 
than four others occasioned some de-|

! Dr.' Sutherland declared 'the chalr-1 
man would get more than a cabinet# 
minister. The setting of his salary at| 
prom $5,000 to $7,5Q0 a year was thefj 
|only definite part of the bill and heL 
[moved an amendment to let the gov-l 
[eminent fix the salary, 
j Premier Pattullo pointed out that] 
[the salary was not specifically fixed! 
bnly the range within which it might]

This would at least ensure 
[the principle of health Insurance be-, 
[lng put on the statute books. The. 
amendment was lost.
Liability limited

S. S. McKeen, Liberal, Point Gréy.1 
forced into the bill an amendment 
[which limited for thirty days the 
[liability of a contractor for the con
tributions of his employees, 
j Returning finally to the trouble- 
pome section four, Which covers ex-| 
[emptlon of private Industrial medical 
service plans and had provoked most 
[of the squabbling about the bill,] 
IDr. Weir moved an amendment which] 
[gave employees in these schemes a] 
[chance to vote into the government j 
[scheme when it goes into effect, pro-j 
[vlding their plans give them physi-j 
[clans’ and hospital care, or the equi
valent of this.
I This carried with little argument, j 
rout Mr. Anscomb then moved that 
private schemes which only gave cash 
[benefits should be çxerppt as well, 
fend given a chance to vote themselves 
[into the government scheme.
[ Dr. Weir

I Dr. Weir declined to accept the 
[amendment and Dr. Sutherland said 
gno man should draw more salary than 
[the man he was working for.
| “It may be the minister Is under
paid, but my point is it is an un
bound principle,” the Revelstoke 
member declared.
[would reduce term
I Hugh Savage, Cowlchan-Newcastle, 
[moved to lower the term of the chair-] 
[man’s appointment from seven to two 
[years, claiming that the entire scheme 
[was experimental and the chairman 
[should be hired on that basis. Dr] 
[Weir refused this, pointing out that 
[to get a good man the government 
[would have to guarantee him a reaJ 
[sonable tenure of office. Mr. Sav-| 
fege’s amendment was lost on the vote]

G. M. Murray, Liberal, Lillooet, atJ 
tempted to reduce the size of thd 
health Insurance commission from] 
ttive members to three, the same size] 
as the Workmen’s Compensation]

Hon. G. M. Weir, Hon. G. S. Sloan, 
Hon. John Hart, Hon. K. C. Mac
Donald, Hon. A. Wells Gray, Hon. 
G. S. Pearson, Hon. F. M. MacPher- 
eon, R. Wilkinson, F. Putman. N. 
Whittaker, R. H. Carson, C. H. Tupper. 
D. McPherson, C. S. Leary. Mrs. P. 
Smith, Dr. J. Allen- Harris, R. R. 
Burns, Thomas King, W. J. Asseltine, 
A. McDonald, E. T. Kenney and D. 
M. MacKay, Liberals; and Thomas 
Uphill, Labor; and Jack Price. Rev. 
Robert Connell, H. E. Winch, Mrs. 
D. G. Steeves and E. E. Winch, all 
C.CJ.. Total 29.

Against third reading: S. 8. Mc
Keen, E. D. Barrow, Dr. W. H. Suther
land. Dr. J. J. Glllis, Gordon Wtsmer. 
G. M. Murray and D. W. Strachan, 
Liberals; Herbert Anscomb, R. W., 
Bruhn, R. H. Pooley, K.C.; Clive M. F.

appealed to have this 
voted down as designed to wreck the 
vhole scheme.
PRIVATE SCHEMES 

Gordon Wlsmer, Liberal, Vancduverj 
Centre, strongly supported this, point- 
ng out that many absences of men 
rom work were caused by minor til-j 
leases not requiring medical care, and, 
hey would prefer to get cash benefits] 
rtille sick. He cited cases of certain] 

would be

feated, on an unrecorded vote, by 
29 to 6.
PENALTY REDUCED

S. S. McKeen moved to restrict the 
penalty clause of the bill which pro
vides a fresh fine for each day's of
fence. The government agreed to 
this, leaving the penalty in the act 
it a minimum of $10 and a maximum | 
Df $500.

Herbert Anscomb, Independent, Vic- J 
Soria, tried to reduce the maximum | 
x> $100, declaring business was] 
looded these days with officious In-1 
pectors who ran around finding “silly |

Industrial firms
forced Into the scheme “against their] 
will” If. the section passed without] 
;his provision. Mr. Anscomb’s amend-] 
ment was voted down on show of] 
hands, 29 to 11.
WOULD BRING IN MORE 

E. E. Winch made a last-minute] 
attempt to raise the wage limit of] 
people covered from $1,800 to $2,400] 
per year. Realizing that'this was ouM 
>f order as a private member’s amendai 
nent, he appealed to the Premier tol 
valve the crown's prerogative and get[ 
i free vote on it. . - I

The Premier, however, raised thfl 
point that, being an impost of taxa*! 
don, the amendment was out off

lings” to annoy business men. Under 
le section they could drag men to 
>urt and “soak them $500” for some 
lvial matter. Attorney-General eloan 
tinted out that a technical breach of 
>e act would call for the minimum 
■ $10, or possibly suspended sen- 
nee. Only a very grave violation 
ould draw a $500 fine. The amend
ent was lost 23 to 12 on a show of]

on report of the
for third. reading.

r. Bruhn. Independent, Salmon 
loved, at the last minute, that 
ioIe measure be delayed until 
1 session to let the House pro

\k voluntary cut in his ministerial 
balary from $7,6po to $6,000.
[This drew a pointed reply fron 
Premier Pattullo that the old govern
ment did not give the new cabinet

H. E. Winch appealed to the 
«tier to move it himself, but h 
fused.

MOVE TO DELAY
of the bill,

23
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D. Barrow,
(joined In another final appeal to 
Slave farmers' co-operative excluded, 
[but this move also failed.
[chiropractors OCT

B. E. Winch renewed his attempt 
to include chiropractic treatment ini 
ithe scheme.

Dr. Weir said the chiropractors, by 
special resolution, had asked to be 
left out. There was not enough data 
about their patients and methods for 
them to be brought in, but possibly 
within six months or a year they 
lould be included.

"Don’t force our hands now. Give 
as a chance to work it out," Dr. Weir

ton. Charles Dun-

Questions and Answers 
In the B.C. Legislature

nlng, Federal Finance Minister, that 
further financial assistance will not 
be available unless the provincea 
subtnit to loan council control cre
ated some concern.

British Columbia has borrowed 
from Ottawa on three occasions In 
the last two years to meet debt 
maturities. It has another $3,500,00d 
due on May 15, but It Is believed 
this could be handled without fed-] 
eral aid. After that the province! 
has no large maturities due for sev-j

R. H. Pooley, K.C.. Unionist. Es-^ÇotET 
quimalt, asked the Minister of Lande 
the following questions:

1. What was the total cost of the 
.Humas Reclamation Scheme?

2. What was the estimate cost?
3. What Interest has been paid on 

moneys borrowed In connection with 
this scheme ?

4. What has been the administra
tive cost since Its Inception?

5. What has been the cost of: (a) 
Maintenance; (b) repairs; (c) lm-

5. If so, to what account was It 
charged ?

6. What revenue has been received 
during 1935 from sale or lease of 
university lands In the vicinity of 
Point Grey'

7. What

eral years.

expenditure has been 
made upon university lands to date, 
and what revenue has been derived 
from same to the end of March 31. 
1935?

8. What expenditure has been 
made upon university lands from 
March 31, 1935, to December 31, 1935, 
and what revenue has been received 
between these dates?

Mr. Gray replied as follows'
"1. Yes.
"2. Grading on Chancellor Boule

vard; grading University Hill school- 
grounds: clearing and grading on Do
minion land; building of administra-! 
tion office; restoration of

[reprinted.

damaged portion of sewer system and 
new work necessary to dispose of 
sanitary drainage and surface water 
from university landi “ 
lands, and university 
subdivision lands.
Boulevard, $1,849.1

Dominion land, 
administration

PASSES HOUSE Dominion 
endowment 

(b) Chancellor 
school-grounds,

Naturopathic Physicians Get 
Recognition From Legis

lature
Naturopathic physicians were ac

corded legal status in a bill passed 
by the B.C. Legislature yesterday eve-

The measure gives control of {he 
profession to a board composed of 
five persons.

The bill constitutes the Association 
of Naturopathic Physicians of British 
Columbia, and provides that the first 
members shall be those who

$1,835.47;
_____ office. $5,443.64
drainage scheme, $105,345.09.

"3. Yes; by the Dominion of Can-
d"4. Yes.
"5. Unemployment 

(various sections) 
endowment lands administration ac-

"6. No new sales made oi leases 
entered Into during 193S.

"7. Expenditure, university endow
ment lands administration account.! 
$2,057,914.65; also loaned on mort» 

for eamo

lef Fund 
university

interest.
revenue. __ are now

practicing naturopathy (or drugless
healing) in the province, who have 
graduated from a school of naturo
pathy or of drugless therapeutics 
approved by the Board of Governors 
of U.B.C.

Arrangements is also made for an 
examining board for new members. 1

The Provincial Secretary Is in-1 
structed under the bill to àppointl 
the first board of control within onol 
month after June 30 of this year. |

FREER ffIL
House Finished 

Session Today
, A 0X3Jr. resolution caiirngf for

FLYTOOTTAff
Pattullo Seeks Settlement 

From Ottawa on B.C.
Finances

The B.C. Government declined 
to-day to make any comment on 
the Alberta Government’s default 
this morning, but Premier Pattullo 
plans to fly to Ottawa this week to 
discuss this province's financial 
situation with • the Dominion

- —------ --------- caumg’Tor W
investigation of liquor buying died 
on the order paper having been 
claimed out of order by the Premier.

A résolution of b.
Fifty-se.ven Measures 

Receive Assent of Lieu
tenant-Governor at Proro
gation Ceremony in B.C. 
Legislature

WÏ Strachan, 
Liberal, Dewdney, calling for a sur
vey of Oriental penetration, another 
of Mrs. D. G. Steeves, C.CF., North 

urging a revision ofVancouver, 
children's relief allowances and one 
by Harold Winch, C.CF., Vancouver 
East, urging the government to care 
for single men refused admittance to 
relief camps, also died without de-

The usual good humor among mem
bers was noted prior Us the Lieuten
ant-Governor’s arrival. Thomas Up
hill, Labor, Fernle, observed that 
April 1 was a goçd day to wind up 
this session,

The third session of British I 
Legislature, noted 

mainly for the passage of <£b new 
. health insurance law, came to an 

end at 11.45 o’clock today as 
Lleutenent-Governor J. W. Ford- 
ham Johnson gave assent to fifty- 
seven acts and then prorogued the

A departure from the usual proro
gation ceremony was the presentation 
to His Honor, for transmission to His 
Majesty the King of addresses of 
loyalty and condolence from th$ Leg
islature tb the King and Queen Mary. 

The addresses were done on pigskin

the federal government must be! 
reached. __________ ... _______ _|

With these negotiations under way. 
the Premier today reserved any 
further public statement on the mat
ter.

However, the Dominion Govern
ment's refusal to come to the as
sistance of Alberta and prevent de
fault waa clearly a surprise to the 
British Columbia cabinet. It put a 
new. Importance upon the British

for all that had been 
Idone. Members joined in singing songs 
and passing good-humored remarks.

After the royal assent had been 
given the enactments, the usual 
"battle of papers" brought things to 
a close and members dispersed to 
go back to their respective ridings.

The fifty-seven bills which receive^l lii morocco. assent brought to sixty-nine the total 
number enacted. Earlier In the ses
sion, the Lieutenant-Governor as-

them to His
done at

EUfiEZEL*

sstejt
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A FtOHTING F]

The health insurance legisla-
tion was the outstanding product of the session 

of the Legislature which came to an end today. If 
it had not been for this measure the deliberations 
would have been finished several weeks ago with very 
little to show for them. But Dr. Weir’s health bill 
provided a bone of contention into which every element 
in the House put its teeth, and provoked a week of 
controversy reminiscent of the time, more than twenty 
years ago, when almost every day of the legislative 
session was marked by sharp fighting.

It was expected that the health insurance bill 
would have a stormy passage. The pressure of oppo
sition to it from innumerable angles and the intensive 
lobby against it by special interests made this certain.
It also was expected that the legislation would be I 
amended in some respects, and in certain quarters it I 
was fondly hoped that the measure would be thrown j 
out altogether. In all of the circumstances it is sur-1 
prising that more changes were not made and that I 
the bill has emerged from the ring by so substantial 1 
a majority and with such little damage to its essential j 
elements. The chief amendment was the removal of I 
the provision limiting the government's expenditure for 1 
administration to $50,000, but this means little since 1 
that sum already has been voted in the estimates. ! 
Another change was the elimination of the provision | 
limiting the remuneration of physicians to $5.50 yearly I 
for each insured person. These alterations were op- | 
posed by the government and passed over its head. I 

The bill cut through party lines, especially as 
far as the government and chief opposition were con
cerned. In fact, at one crucial moment it was saved 
by the C.C.F. who, to prevent its defeat, found it j 
necessary to vote against proposed revisions, the essen-1 
liai principles of which they support, but the adoption | 
of which would have wrecked the legislation. On | 
the third reading seven Liberals bolted, and four did j

A Liberal party is presumed to sanction indepen
dence within its ranks based upon an honest difference 
of opinion in the appreciation and interpretation of 
Liberal principle. It is something of a phenomenon, 
however, that the first impressive exhibition we have 
had. in the last three years of the spirit of this “rugged 
independence’’ should be inspired by a piece of social 
service legislation designed to improve the health of the 
people, to which the party pledged itself in its plat
form in the election which resulted in its return to 
office. There were other occasions when such a dis
play might have been expected, but none came. The 
S.P.A., for example, challenged the very basis of1 
Liberalism, and not a whimper arose in the House 
within the party ranks. Indeed, the only recalcitrance 
observed up to this time was the bolt of two members ; 
from the government on the Fraser River bridge pro
posal. Nor have we heard any trenchant demands 
for a highway commission or a public utilities com
mission, both of which are matters of paramount im
portance to the general public, and were in the Liberal 
platform.

Another of the few arresting features of the ses-i 
sion was the budget presentation by Hon. John Hart, 
which showed an improvement in provincial revenues I 
and a betterment of business conditions throughout the 
province. The chief criticism lodged against the min
ister’s financial statement was the increase of expen
diture for the coming year, and the absence of any 
provision for assisting the municipalities. Mr. Hart 
has promised to help municipal finances later. Leg
islation postponing for six months by-elections in 
Omineca and Burrard also was subjected to attack 
from the opposition, but it was absorbed meekly enough 
by even those supporters of the government whose! 
tenderness for the public interest was outraged by the 
public health insurance bill. The Premier, however, 
has intimated that the two by-elections will be held 
this summer.

Mr. Pattullo has announced a session of the 
Legislature for next fall. This, we assume, means 
that none will be held early next year and the implica
tion is that henceforth the House will meet in the 
fall instead of in the early months bf the year as it 
has done for a long time. Otherwise, except in pressing 
emergencies there would be no reason for two sessions 
in a year. In fact, there are many people who think 
we would be better off with one session every two

___


